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PREFACE.

Before my readers turn to tlio contents of this book, they are

respectfully requested to first carefully consider the objects and

airily of the writer, as well as the peculiar circumstances under

wh:<h this book lias been prepared.

I make no pretensions to literary excellence. My object is to

exj* r-c the multitudinous schemes and devices of tlio sharper to

deceive and rub the unwary and credulous through the mails;

t.> warn honest and simple-minded persons ; to shield our youth

from debauching and corrupting influences ; to arouse a public

wntiment against the vampires who arc casting deadly poison into

the fountain of moral purity in the children ; and at the same

time expose to public indignation the infidels and liberals who

defend these moral cancer-planters. With malice toward none,

but with unbounded sympathy and charity toward the multitudes

who «wh year are defrauded through tlio mails, or cursed in

mind, Ujdy and soul by o!>scene matter, I present some of the

devi.-es to plunder, ruin, and debauch, which it has been my

privilege and duty to overthrow and stop, during a seven years'

fTperienco as a Special Agent of the Post-Office Department of

t'»e United States, and Chief Agent and Secretary of the New

York Society for tho Suppression of Vice. Let it be remembered,

tLit these facts have been gathered in the discliarge of my duty

nnicr my solemn oaths of office. Many of these are the evidences

cft-rj which juries have convicted and courts sentenced.

Another object is self-defence. Defence of my cause, first ;

and ti.cn of ray own good name. It is important that a man

should be right in all he does. It is almost equally important,

tlat 1m» seem to be right when ho is right. Many a time I have

dix-harged my duty faithfully, accomplisliing some very important

object, or securing some notorious criminal dealing in vilest mat
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ters, and yet I have received nothing but misrepresentation, odium

and abuse. One great difficulty that surrounds our work, is that

we cannot publicly defend it with the facts. Thev facts cannot be

published. Many persons sympathize with and defend those guilty

of gravest crimes, simply through ignorance of facts, and condemn

me because they are deceived by the prisoner's story ; whereas,

if they would but take one look at what we have seized in that

very man's possession, they would ostracise the criminal. Preju

dices have grown up, because of libels and slanders that have

been printed in newspapers. I therefore, at the close, have pre

sented one chapter where I put the truth beside the published

slanders, and I ask a careful perusal of that chapter. I withhold

the name of my defamer. I simply defend my cause, and my

own good name, which is important to the successful prosecution

of my official duties, by the presentation of the truth.

I first present " Bogus Bankers and Brokers," because they are

the most respectable in appearance, and by their deceptive presence

defraud more honest and reputable people, than any of the others,

and in larger sums. I have used the right names of the principal

men. Not because I have any personal feeling, for I have none ;

but because they are the head and front of these infamous plots

to rob and defraud. Thousands have been robbed and know noth

ing about who has their money.

I pay attention to lotteries, as they are spreading themselves all

over our land, in contempt of State and United States laws. They

each claim to be legal, fair, and run by respectable men. The

whole thing is a lie. They are odious gambling schemes, designed

to enrich a few at the expense of the many who are deluded into

buying tickets. They are corrupters of youth ; they beggar wives

and children ; they breed the spirit of gambling, and ruin and

destruction follow in their wake. They are rightfully regarded

as public foes.

With them, we find other beasts of prey of the same breed,

differing only in name, to-wit : " Skin," or bogus, and " counter

feit " lotteries, and the lottery parasite.

The watch and jewelry frauds rank next in infamy and power

to deceive and defraud. Some of these are founded on the lot
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tery, and are operated by circulars being sent to those who have

ocico purchased lottery tickets. For variety, we present a few

inM£nificant devices that use the mails for success ; in other words,

we till in tho cliinks with " sawdust."

But no part of this book can be of greater interest, than those

chapters that expose the Liberal Fraud, and the infamous conspir

acies entered into by the Liberals, to repeal the laws against obscene

literature. I regret it becomes necessary to refer to some of these

creatures. But when a body of men unite to advance a cause, which

promises a morality better than that offered by the Word of God, a

system of government better than the grand institutions of Free

America, a religion purer and nobler than that of our Lord Jesus

Christ, a hereafter more glorious than the eternal heavens, it is

well for the public to know their true character. " By their fruits

}e >.'lall know them." I liave presented facts ; 1 have drawn an

indictment against this horde of blasphemers and rcvilers of the

crcr-liviiig God, and I submit my evidence to sustain this indict

ment. Let every decent man read, and see what we have in our

land, and then say if they will consent that our youth shall be

inoculated with this virus. Let youth read it, and then say if, in all

this ranting mob, there is a character worthy to 1x5 placed before

that of our blessed Saviour as an exemplar for them. Some havo

■aid : ** You will be attacked by these fellows." My reply is, I

cannot expect to have better treatment than our blessed Master.

I stand by the record. In reading this book, read carefully, and

you will see each scheme presenting a new phase of rascality.

Too will see plots deep-laid, and devices to rob that will surpriso

and astonish you. Copies of circulars and letters are presented,

the better to disclose the fraud, and will require careful reading

to clearly comprehend the scheme.

The circumstances, under which the book lias been prepared,

are not such as most conduce to freedom of thought nor con

nected story. Up to January last, I had not thought of writ

ing a book. What first suggested it was the examination of

about 40,000 letters from the victims of Lawrence & Co. and

other*, seized in the possession of the bogus bankers and brokers.

Since then, I havo prepared this work at odd hours, by piece
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meal, at night after the weary cares of the day were over, and while

traveling over the country on the railroads. I have had no quiet

study to work in, no opportunity for continuous thought, but

amid the bustle and care of every-day life I have compiled this

work. It is a faithful record, written to head off the secret

devices of the sharper—a shield to the poor, and a defence of the

, right. I have tried to avoid personalities, but oftentimes my

indignation would get the better of me, and I have used strong

words of condemnation against the scheme or conspiracy which

I have been exposing. I have visited the offices and dens of these

men. I am familiar with the manner in which their nefarious

business has been conducted, and the extent of robberies thus

perpetrated. I have had thousands of letters of their victims,

which have been seized in the possession of the criminal, as well

as hundreds of complaints from all classes, sent to me direct,

showing youth debauched and ruined, and base wrongs perpe

trated ; and the reader must remember all these sad stories come

back and ring their appeals anew in my ears, while they lay a

heavy burden on my heart. I have again and again said these

people shall not be robbed if I can prevent it ; and by a seven

years' conflict I have endeavored to raise a legal barrier between

the youth and this hydra-headed monster of Obscenity. I have

enforced the laws, by bringing many of these scoundrels to jus

tice, and by laying before the Post-Office Department evidence

of their nefarious traffic ; and now, with all these facts refreshing

memory, I have fought these battles over again. By a careful

study of all the facts, I have concentrated the stories of some of

the principal schemes between the covers of tin's book, in the

hope of accomplishing a most needed object—arouse an enlight

ened public sentiment to sustain the enforcement of laics, and at

the same time to warn the unwary.

I therefore place this book in the hands of the public, and

appeal to them to extend a fair charity over its defects, while I

vouch for its absolute and positive truthfulness as a record of

facts.

ANTHONY COMSTOCK.
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OB,

HOW THE PEOPLE ARE DECEIVED AND ROBBED,

AND YOUTH CORRUPTED.

BOGUS BANKERS AND BROKERS.

CHAPTER I.

This is the almost universal exclamation of those who have

ctodied the swindling schemes successfully carried on of late in

New York and elsewhere. It is hardly correct, however. The

expression, indeed, seems warranted in the large number of

credulous people who permit themselves to bo imposed upon

over and over again, by the samo trick, until their funds are ex

hausted and they aro cast aside ruthlessly by the roguo that has

doped them. Such are fools. But this book is not written for

t'.f f.«»ls ; I do not hope to teach them wisdom. Their race will

Bcrrr perish from the face of the e:irth, so long as there are

bu%« to prey upon them. Liko certain species of fishes, they

fill their place in nature as sustenance for the sharks.

But there are also many respectable persons and as the world

r*» accounted sensible and shrewd, who regard stock specula-

ties as a legitimate means of* increasing their scanty savings.

Such people sometimes fall a prey to swindlers. Yet it would

fc a harsh judgment to class them with the great multitude of

iamrahle fools. They are not idiots, and for them, therefore.
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these pages are written. If these revelations prove an effective

warning against farther loss, the aim of the writer will be accom

plished.

I propose here to set forth the simple story of one of the

greatest frauds of the day. It is> the record of my own personal

knowledge, and amply attested by the documentary evidence

now in my possession.

All the more important swindling schemes of the time, which

are intended to reach the mass of the people, depend upon two

mighty agencies of our present civilization, the Newspaper and

the United States Mail. By means of these two instruments for

good or evil, it is possible to reach every household in the land.

The advertising sheet and the postal service are the recognized

mediums of legitimate business. Through them millions of dol

lars annually change hands. To them, therefore, the rogue

naturally turns.

The first essential in the business is a taking advertisement

which will at once catch the attention. This is illustrated in the

case of the bogus firm of rascals styling themselves

LAWRENCE & CO.

As the first step in their angling for dupes these men cast a

lure as follows :

A GOOD PLAN.

Anybody can learn to makemoney rapidly

operating in Stocks, by the "Two Unerring

Rules for Success," in Messrs. Lawrence &

Co. 's new circular. The combination meth

od, which this Ann has made so successful,

enables people with large or small means to

reap all the benefits of largest capital and

best skill. Thousands of orders, in various

sums, are pooled Into one vast amount and

cooperated as a mighty whole, thus securing

to each shareholder all the advantages of

the largest operator. Immense profits are

dividea monthly. Any amount, from $5 to

$5,000, or more, can be used successfully.

N. Y. Baptist Weekly. September 2fith, 1H78,

says: "By the combination system 815

would make $75. or 5 per cen t. ; $50 pays $350,

or 7 per cent.; $100 makes $1,000, or 10 per

cent, on the stock, during the month, ac

cording to the market." Frank Leslie's Il

lustrated Newspaper, June SK>th: "The com

bination method of operating stocks is the

most successful ever adopted." I\'ew York

Independent, Sept. 12th: "The combination

system is founded upon correct business

principles, and no person need be without an

income while it is Kept working by Messrs.

Lawrence & Co." Brooklyn Journal, April

29th: "Our editor made a net profit of

$101.25 from $80 in one of Messrs. Lawrence

ACo.'scombinations." Newcircularfmailed

free) explains everything. Stocks and bonds

wanted. Government bonds supplied.

Lawrence & Co., Bankers. 67 Exchange

Place, N. Y.

This advertisement, and others of similar character, appeared

in hundreds of newspapers throughout the country ; and in most
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instances was accompanied by a series of reading notices, or

strong editorial endorsements, like the following, which were pre

pared by Lawrence & Co., and sent out to the newspaper pub

lishers in tlips of 6ix each. We give three of the six, together

with the instructions given to the compositors of the newspapers:

READING NOTICES

LAWRENCE & CO. BANKERS, N. Y.

Diucnoxs FOR Tint Compositor.— iMvrence <f Co.'» RcatUng Notice*

are to be set in the ordinary style aud reading typo of tbo pajw>r, and

ail advertising marks to bo left off. They are to be run "every other

•■■/* In rotation aa numbered—number of times according to contract.

• t.

JVST YOrRTIKK

**My. ea*ily, and rapidly,

m *.w, wnil*- the »l-K*k market nfft-n *o

ftp •pW-mltd oppnrtunltlea The cnmtilna

u« ntutn has had unprecedented mire****.

*od >*-\Tzf g--»d fortune tn thousands of

. ,Mrr» tn I hi* and other countries. Iti

»«:n>Tis -t fr>>tu %& tn $10,000 are Ihun

rut» 4»<1ai*«1 Into one vast capital, andnper-

Mnj *.y th^ t»-*i skill and rx|»Ttmrr, result

la h»i»t pr*41t*. which ana divided among

•har»tr .M»r* rirn- month- A New Orleans

*4Vm ieaier made $J7 61* 1* In two month*

A *U**.tn.rre merchant received an aggre-

fat* pet4U ..f fOM.'ii fn-ni three combtna-

><»* A Kan Kramisro mining agent mad**

$t5 »t* m fn.rn four comMnalton*. bis fir»t

* ••ssmevit k«viiiir b^rn $!<*> others have

^e* *q**iw fortunate. Every day there
*•• r*-w aivf rrmrnl opportunities. N^w rx

jsawaUiry circular, with " unerring ruleafnr

w* e»«* malted hjr Messrs Iawrence A

C». Maafcsr* a« Exchange Place, Now York

ea*aHe>« 4.

WK1LTH IAIILY OBTAINED.

J«i *K*jM r..mMnlrn* vaat amount* nf

•fcwy «iUi arrrraJ groat capitalists, ha*

f'ii|« ctly mulf rohnwial profits tn stock

W-- iuu*t*v pa* *n* million* to earh than*

W *lrf "n^ t^w romMnation i4an ><f Me**r*

la* •>*•*?«> A C© confer* aimilar benefits on

t** ftJLw4ti4d>r* who Invewt •mall and large

•m.>4res from $» i*>||0,0tn Th*' money of

l»*q»4t1» i-f customers is thus massed In

en* avifbip awm, and operated with the

ripest experience and best ftktll. baa wciimd

Uie most brilliant successes A hotel keep

er In Ohio Inverted $10u in a combination,

which netted $478. Three reinvestment* re-

aulted In a total profit < f$15,*>1.1H. A Boston

gentleman Invested $50U in a combination,

which yielded a profit nf S^,K17.04; two rein

vestment* netted him $3,611 31 A Chicago

merchant made $44,310. 41 In four month* of

comhlnatfnn Inventmenta New explanatory

circular with "rulea for unerring success. '

Apply to Messrs. lawn-tirf & Co.. Banker*,

57 Exchange Place, New York City.

KV~K*V I.

nONBT RAPIDLY 1HADB.

(tmall and largf Investments (from $2ft to

f lomwi. In the combination* of Messrs. Law-

rence ft Co.. pay large profit* Thin new and

successful »yMem unties thousand* of or

der* from customer* into one immense capi

tal, and la managed with the best akill and

experience in the stock market. J*n tit* are

shared pro rata by customers every month.

Hh*reho4der* thun obtain ail the advantage*

of large capitallata. Thousand* are rapidly

making tnonry, and many have aran I red

handsome fortune* hy this aafe and legiti

mate method, whlrh ha* been among the

most successful of the movement* of the

Stork Kx* hnngn $T» will innkr $126. or 5

peret-nt . $l(K>wlll n-luni $.VW. $*-oit will net

$1,nno, etc.. according to the state of the

market New explanatory circular, with

"unerring rule* for nucci^*," mailed to all

applicant* br Meawr*. Lawrence ft Co.,

Bankers, 07 Exchange I'Lace, Nov York

City.
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"We need not add that these positive endorsements, which ap

pear as the editorial utterance of the paper, are always the most

effective baits. The newspaper reader may take an advertise

ment for what it is worth ; but when the Reverend Doctor Sub

tle, editor of the ZiorUs Watchword, or Mr. John Typo, editor of

the Daily Morning Standard, says that this banking system

" has secured the most brilliant successes," and characterizes the

method as "safe, legitimate, and among the most successful of

the movements of the Stock JExchange,' the merchant, clergy

man, teacher, seamstress, and, perhaps, even the poor woman

who can ill afford to invest in insecureties, accept the word of

the editor. lie appears as voucher for the fraudulent hanking

establishment advertised in his paper; and straightway these

readers invest their capital and savings. This trust is reposed

especially in the word of the editor of a religious journal or of

a reputable secular paper, which has been for years a companion

in the household ; whatever of this character appears on the edi

torial page and is ostensibly the opinion of the editor himself, is

unquestioned. If, as in this case, there be a striking resemblance

in the assumed name to that of some reputable firm, the danger

of deception is increased.

Now, who is responsible for the fraud in such an advertise

ment as this ? Is the editor any the less to blame because he

knows nothing whatever of " Lawrence & Co.," 60 called, whom

he practically vouches for, being paid at so much a line for " ed

itorial notices ?" Is it not his business to find out something of

them before misleading his readers by asserting that he does know

them to be responsible parties? Or is he any the less guilty

because they pay handsomely for the publication of the fraudu

lent personal endorsement ? To the credit of journalism in our

land let it be said, scores of publishers refused to insert either

the advertisement of this scheme, or the reading notices prepared

as editorial endorsements. Tins is proved by the returned let

ters and checks which afterwards fell into the writer's hands.

Having thus presented themselves to the public, and having

been " endorsed by the press " of the land, Lawrence & Co. im
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mediately receive scores, hundreds, and thousands of responses,

and pnt into action

THE NEXT WnEEL

"f their system, which was a voluminous circular, prepared with

consummate skill, and well calculated to impress the recipient

with the high standing and integrity of the firm. If any are dis

puted to condemn all the victims of this fraud without a hearing,

we can only ask that they carefully read the plausible paragraphs

of this voluminous circular, which was introduced to the inquirer

with this letter :

Lawrence A. Co., Bankers and Brokers,

19 and SI Broad Street, and .V> and 57 Exchange Place, New York City.

l*mr Sir—Tour favor la before us. Enclosed please Anal circular, which

sxplaias the aafest and moat auccessful plan ever introduced for operating in

storks, vis. : that of forming combinations of capital in various sums, and op-

•tattag them aa one great whole.

The advantage* of this mutual system must be plainly apparent to all.

'•nr market ia in very favorable condition for profitable investment, and,

•t-uld \uq feel so di*|H»tfd to send us your order for as many shares an you

raa control, we will do all iu our power to return you a handsome profit;

frost which we may naturally expect a renewal of orders, thereby increasing

•ox already large commission business.

Yours respectfully,

Lawrence <fc Co.

LAWRENCE AND CO.S CIRCULAR

C0XBIBT50 CAPITAL FOR OPERATING IN ST0CK8 AT THE NEW

YORK STOCK EXCHANGE.

To ■• maks money," and make it aa rapidly aa can be done, aafcly and

Wxiiimaicly, i* the laudable ambition of every business man. The desire for

awa ia the strongest impulse of the humau heart, and the great stimulus that

<nira the wheels of business with ceaseless activity. To secure, an ample

:»nj«ur and accumulate a fortune, ia the problem that presses for solution

•saw all. How to do this successfully is the absorbing question.

orPoam'MTIES FOR MAKINO MoNBY.

Thnasaada are prejudiced against buying or selling, or trading in »tock«j

sad cBoory securities, or similar transactions, simply because they really kuow
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but little about the business, while their minds are burdened with some unde

fined fear of "speculation " or a like feeling. When properly understood, the

business of Wall street is as simple as any other, possessing many advantages

over all, and affording opportunities for money making nowhere else present

ed. Any one can participate in the business of the street at any time, as con

venience or inclination may suggest, no matter how far he may be from the

scene of action. Wall street, with its ever-increasing volume of business,

and thousands of opportunities daily occurring for some one to make a profit,

is a permanent institution, and will bo while time and the country shall last.

Of what other business can these things be truthfully said f Stocks, bonds,

and other money securities are tokens of the accumulated " wealth " or sur

plus of the country, and Wall street is simply the channel through which they

pass in the ebb and flow of fluctuating circumstances. The altered conditions

of men make it necessary for the holders of stocks and bonds to sell to-day

that to which they clung tenaciously yesterday, while others have ready

money, which they seek to invest, perhaps, in the very securities that are for

sale. The exittence of large quantities of money securities carries with it the

perpetual necessity of buying, selling, and transferring them.

STOCK BROKKRS NECESSARY.

It is this constantly recurring crisis in the affairs of men that has brought

into existence the " Stock Broker," whose special business is to know how the

market stands. As in nature there is a mighty force which draws all bodies

towards one common centre, so in business there is an irresistible law that

causes all transactions in the financial world to gravitate to one point. Niue-

tenths of all the great inonicd or bonded corporations in the United States

have their head-quarters in New York city, where transfers of stock and

bonds are made, aud interest or dividends are paid. This is the financial cen

tre of America.

BANKS FURNISH MONEY FOR THE BUSINESS.

It was learned, as the business of Wall street grew to vast dimensions, that

the Banks and Bankers were always ready and anxious to loan money ou all

saleable securities, up to a narrow margin of the market price, which margin

was reserved to cover any fluctuations that might occur. This was soon dis

covered to be the opportunity for a third person not interested in the final

disposition of the securities, to step in and cover the marginal fluctuations

and thus secure whatever benefit accrued from the transfers. As may be

supposed, it did not take long for the progressive mind to appreciate the

opportunities thus constantly occurring for making money. From its earliest

ineipicney to the present hour, the business of assuming risks on the margin

of transfer sales has increased to an immense volume, until now the number

of marginal operators greatly exceeds those who purchase for investment, or

sell to realize funds. The business of stock brokerage has attracted to its

ranks some of the shrewdest and most talented men iu the country. The
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t*uni of these busy broken* have beeu taxed to tbeir utmost to devise ways

ut operating 'n tue market for the benefit of their customers.

VAST PBOFIT8 ALREADY PAID.

I>uring an extended carver in the Street we have operated by all the ap

proved aystcms, and have succeeded in making largo amount* of money for

the aamerons customers on our books, tbe commissions on which have aggre

gated a handsome sum, to which fact we may point with pardonable pride.

To •yttems heretofore in use, there has always seemed to be some serious

objerfiou, aud this baa led us to devote much close study to the subject, which,

together with our many years' ex]ierience in tbe Street, lias enabled us to

ymVet and pat into practice for tbe benefit of our customers a plan that has

the combined merit of all others, with none of their defects. This system we

hair bad in u«e for some time, and the results obtained fur surpass our most

•anguine expectations. It Is almost invariably successful, and by it we have

•reared for our customers more than four times the profit paid by operating

ut the old ways.

COMBINATION PLAN OF OPERATING IX STOCKS.

Tin* is known as the combination method—our own specialty—'Which we

ami cordially recommend abovo all others to patrons. The probabilities of

profit are Tar greater by this system than by any other, while the risk is diiuin-

to the very lowest point and limited to the amount invested. Kach

is exact justice, and at the same time obtains all the advantages

«f tbe largest capitalist—be tho sura used $50 or $50,000. By the combination

mtrtintd we pool or combine tho orders of thousands of customers and ojierate

them as one Immmtc tchole. The advantages of this can lie seen at n glance.

t)j tbe combined system we concentrate our whole energies and capital on

tie awMt active stocks; keep tbe market well in hand ; buy and sell at any

bear : auke quick tarns ; cover sales ; and above all, 8VCCKED where others

fad turn force of circumstances.

HOW PROFITS ARK FICCKED.

la estimating tbe profits on any operation in Stock dealing, it should always

b» rrnwmlierv<l tli.it, by c .million usage, all shares dealt in at the New York

Nark Exchange ate reckoned as having a par value of $too, without regard to

th» ssarfcet pric*" or even the original denomination of the shares if they differ

tat |I00. Thus, (is) shares of Western I'nion stock would bo figured as

■slanting to $|n,0Ul in computing all percentages of profit or commissions,

■hh—gh tbe artiial selling price might be only |7,5O0, or T.'i per cent, of $100

p* share. If these 1(0 shares were bought at 7.">, the commission for buying

• -iM be |U_-4»,or i of 1 per cent, on $10,000. instead of $7..pi00, tho actual price

)•*»)—if i'm? urns stock was sold at 77 the profit would bo 1 per ceut. on

IHJM, »r $^00—less commissions for bnying and selling—instead of 2 per

•eat. ssi $7,701), tbe price at which it was really sold. The same thing is true
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of all stocks, no matter how much the market jirice may vary from a par value-

of $100 per share, whether it be Harlem at 130, N. Y. Central at 105, Union

Pacifio at 65, N. J. Central at 37, Hannibal & St. Joseph at 2:J, Erie at 13,

Pacific Mail at 15, Wabash at 12, Ohio & Mississippi at 8, or N. J. Southern at

1. A movement of 1 per cent, either way on any or all of these stocks would

be $100 per 100 shares every time. If this important fact is kept in mind and

thoroughly understood, every transaction in stocks becomes perfectly simple

and as easily comprehended by those who never invested a dollar iu the

business of the street as by the most experienced operator. We emphasize this

point in order that all customers may save themselves the annoyance and

vexation of getting "mixed" in their calculations and casting hasty reflec

tions, of which they become heartily ashamed when they properly understand

the subject.

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLE OF PROFITS.

Now suppose out customers in this city, and scattered by thousands through

out the country, pay in or remit to our cashier various sums :—in one case it

may be $25 ; another, $100 ; another, $500 ; another, $1,000 ; another, $2,500,

and so on until the aggregate reaches say $50,000, at which point the combina

tion is closed and each customer receives a certificate, entitling them to one

share in the combination for every dollar paid in by them.

[FAC SIMILE OF BLANK CERTIFICATE.]
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-SHARES.

|o* fatue §UmMd, <^ ^ &%«/$.

that- -is the holder of

shares In a combination, formed to operate in stocks

or other cash securities. Statements of transactions will be mailed

all shareholders, weekly, and at the expiration of one month from

date, this combination will be closed, and profits divided pro rata

among shareholders, in the proportion that the number of shares

held by each one shall bear to the whole number interested. No

part of profits or original capital to be withdrawn until close of

combination. All operations to be carried on at the direction of the

undersigned, who shall be entitled to regular commissions charged

at the New York Stock Exchange, viz. : one-eighth, which is $12.50

per one hundred shares, for buying and the same for selling, and in

addition thereto, one per cent, of the net profits on final settlement.

Profits and original investment to be used as working capital until

close of combination. The holder of this certificate is not liable in

any event for more than the original price paid for shares and profits.

/<?? a7.atuletice r«

This $50,000 cash used as a whole will buy on a margin of one per cent.

$5,000,000 worth of stocks. Operating iu the most active stocks on the list, so

that we can make quick turns and realize gains iu the shortest time—bear iu
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bind it i» proJUt we are after Id alt case*, both for our customers and ourselves

—lor our customer* iu the }>trctntage of ijain on sales made, and for ourselves

iu committivmt on the business done. Suppose wo buy for tlie combination

S>.|««' shares of Western Uniouat 71; 20,000 shares Northwestern at 35; 5,000

•hares Ohio A. Mississippi at 10. Within a week Western Union advances to

74, and we sell out, realizing a profit of 3 per cent, for the combination on the

par value of $2,014,000 worth of stock, which is $60,000, le.«s commissions.

Xorthwcatern advances also to 37, and we sell, making $-10,000 profit, less coui-

nuations. Oliio A Mississippi moves iu the wrong direction, and drops |, and

tb'u another i, two points against us, and so we close it out at once, sustain

ing a loss of 4, per cent., or $1.2.">0, besides commissions; this deducted from the

profit* on other stocks, stiU leaves us $'J9,275 ahead, less commissions, a very

hsixlsnme figure for one week's warfare. The next week opens auspiciously,

and we find Union Pacific, ]>erbaps, leading the list. We buy 1.1,000 shares at

• ••.' r. IMswarr A Lackawanna also shows unusual signs of life, and wo buy

10." "shares of that too. We ulso take 10,000 shares of Morris A. Essex. Day

'■T .lay wr watch the market keenly, nnd have the satisfaction of seeing Union

PxiSc walk steadily up step by step until it has reached an advance of 3J per

feet., at which we are well satisfied to sell. :ij jier cent, on tlio par value of

tl.'in.ooo worth of stock held for the combination is $52,500, a very snug sum

to credit on the profits. Delaware &. Lackawanna scores a profit of 2 per

rent, also, makiug $'20,000 more, and Morris & Essex 1 per cent., making

f l«.0nii, or an aggregate of $1^ 1,000 for the week, less commissions of buying

and selling. The third week, it may be, opens "fiat," and the market cou-

t no*-* "stale," so we buy light or stay out, which makes the profit small.

TV fourth week opens again with a bnoyant market and all signs favorable,

•ii tr repeat the former successful tactics. So it goes during the entire month,

4 the end of which gains and losses and commissions are figured up and

W.nrrd. often showing a profit of three, four, or five, and sometimes as high

»• ' ij(ht per rent, on the business done during the month, placing to the credit

«sf the ronibination $400,000, $500,000, or $750,000, a clear gain of 500 or 000 per

tr;i. on the $50,000 capital used. This is placed pro rata to the account of

tbr canons mrmbrrs of the pool, who ore. at lilierty to withdraw their

drpmiu nr leate them fur future operations, as may suit their convenience.

TV* illustration shows the practical working of one combination. Others ore

caodoctcd on the same principles, and with as satisfactory results.

HOW COMBINATIONS ARK VUBMXD.

A eaaabinntion of $50,000 capital controlling millions of dollars worth of

•v>ka. d/ia lit less seems large to many who are unacquainted with the

eafnitnde «f Wall street transactions and the extensive business done by

•«r house. The daily business of Wall street variesin amount from $100,0|1".-

•»•' t» $300,000,000, of which ours, although enormous. Is of course but a small

sari. Aside from regular city business, our immense advertising brings m

'*«t patronage from aB parts of the country. The Post Office makes eight or
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ten mail deliveries daring business Lours, and single mails have brought ns

remittances of $3,500 to $5,000, in checks and drafts of $100, $300, $500, and

$1,000 each, to say nothing of numerous sums smaller than $100, in P. O.

orders, registered letters, and money packages and bonds, delivered by the

different Express companies. Could any doubter see our mail and express

receipts for one day, all skepticism as to our ability to form large combina

tions in rapid succession would immediately vanish, while "the number and

nature of our patrons would astonish him beyond measure, including

Presidents and Cashiers of Banks and Insurance Companies, Merchants,

Lawyers, Newspaper Editors and Publishers (in great numbers), Doctors,

Manufacturers and Farmers, and in fact every class of people.

UNERRING RULES FOR SUCCESS.

Two rules for operating in stocks will bring success, as sure as the rising

and setting of the sun, viz. : 1st—Always go with the tide, instead of against

it, no matter what your personal opinion may be as to the merits of the

stocks bought and sold ; and, 2d—Never buy stocks immediately after a strong

" bull " campaign, nor sell them just after a sharp " bear " movement, as a

large proportion of operators on the old single margin plan have done. The-

combination system enables us to carry out these rules in a way not possible

by any other method. Every stock operator knows that opportunities to make

successful turns often appear and disappear with the rapidity of lightning

flashes, and must be taken advantage of by some one on the spot, at the

moment, or they are gone forever. Although the telegraph be used with

the utmost dispatch, a customer in Chicago, New Orleans, St. Louis, or San

Francisco, is just as likely to send instructions exactly the opposite of whst

ho should, as any other, the opportunity for success having already passed

aicay. Wo aim to treat all our customers fairly and frankly, and keep our

circulars free from any statements calculated to mislead. By our system we

reduce the risk to the lowest possible limit, much less than has ever before

been achieved, but we do not profess to be infallible, and would not guarantee

profit in every case, any more than we would guarantee a farmer prolific har

vests simply because he sowed his lands. We would, however, guarantee

that he tcottld not reap harvests unless he did sow and cultivate his fields. In

like manner it is impossible for any one to participate in the benefits of our

combiuatious unless they take the proper steps to do so.

WHY COMBINATIONS PAY LARGE PHOFITS.

An old adage teaches, " united we stand, divided we fall.'' In no business

is this more emphatically true than in stock dealing. If one thousand persons

aro operating in stocks, and their orders are executed each one by itself

according to the one thousand different shades of opinion the operators may

have concerning the market, this very diversity of ideas causes confusion

and weakness, and results in loss to all; while, if a community of interest

could have been created among the entire one thousand, all would have
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satisfactory gains. A wholesale merchant whose entire business was

with firr customers wnulil lie rated as iu u very critical condition of credit ;

for. if onp or two of his customers were to fail, the disaster would lie so

great that he could not recover from it, hut if lie had live hundred customers

the failure of a few would not ruin him, as the percentage of loss com

pared t<> the wholo nuinlxr would ho slight. An insurance company that

took a/n> ri*l» iu any one line would he regnrded hy experts as doing a

»err hazardous business, hut if the number of risks were suflh-ient lor the

praniuins to overbalance the general average of losses, the business would

he profitable and safe. It is these same principles applied to stock opcratious

that enable us to reap large gaius for our customers by the comhiuatiou

tystem, where all other pluus fail.

REASONS OK SINGLE IIA.VDKI) FAILURES.

The reawm why men so often fail of success in their small single handed

Twntarrs in Wall street, is because there aio others so much stronger, with

ssBnVient means to bold oat, who fall on them with crushing weight, aud

gnas tbem ns tietween the upjier and nether millstone. Our combination

qitra overcomes this fatal objection and gives to our patrons all the advan

tage* of the largest capital united with the shrewdest skill and widest experi

ence. I>id spate allow we could enumerate hundreds of the most powerful

irimiu why our combined method excels all others. We state boldly, and

are in a ronditiou to prove, that money cannot lie mode so certainly and

raptdly in any other business, in proportion to capital used.

HISTORY or JAY OOfLU's FORTUNE.

Without dispute, it is universally conceded in stock circles that Mr. .lay

Ooaid ran command a greater combination of ready ca*k m/rttal tlian any

otbrr living American. This is the sole secret of his success, the brief history

of his colossal fortune. Like thousands of others he commenced life with

little or nothing, hut early learned this otie principle—the keynote of unerr

ing iiirrnn—Combination or Capital. All his skill in manipulation would

bar* availed nothing had he not first combined capital sufficient to carry

aw ventures through. Take a single Instance in his remarkable career.

Aboat February 90th, l^TT., Mr. Could formed a strong pool of New York ami

Itsatrai capitalists on I'liiou Paeiflo stock. At that time the stock was selling

at about 37 "fiat." He assured members of the combination that the stock

okiIiI go to «« before the close of the year. Iu the succeeding month of

Marrh the combination forced the price from 40| to 6*i, in April to "r^, in

J one to T'J). and in November of the same year the famous bull movement

• almitiatrd and the combination sold out at Hiif, realizing millions of dollars

f"» the pool, anil innking the various ineiiilxTS "millionaires." Tills is a

■atT-r of fact, aa shown hy the official records of the Exchange. Of course

Mr. Oonkl admits only a "favored few" to his combinations—such aa ran

capital by hundreds of thousands of dollars. We are the ouly house
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of Bankers and Brokers who offer the same advantages to all in large and

small amounts. It should also be remembered that Mr. Gould is one of the

Largest operators in the •world, and executes all his plans through various

brokers—the same as the smallest customer who buys and sells in Wall Street

is obliged to do.

OUR PROSPERITY DEPENDS UPON" THE SUCCESS OF OUR CUSTOMERS.

The combination system enables us to work for the interest of onr patrons,

far more efficiently than any other plan. Any candid mind can readily see

that the profits of our business depend upon the prosperity of onr customers.

To become permanent, all business relations must be of mutual and reciprocal

interest. Unless our customers made money they would soon leave us, and

unless we bad customers who were constantly buying and selling stocks

through us, we, of course, conld make no commissions. Our pooling system

stimulates us to force every circumstance the market affords, to contribute

to the success of our wide-spread constituency. By the single handed style

of operating, people are apt to fail of success, and in so doing, immediately

look arouud for something to satisfy their disappointed hopes. From the day

when Adam endeavored to persuado his Maker that the "woman was to

blame," until the present moment, human nature has been the same—and when

men meet reverses in stock operations, through their own ehort sightedneaa or

perrerxity, they cast about for some one clue to Name. In such cases the broker,

being nearest to the transaction and the most convenient object of reproach,

is unjustly credited with that for which the principal alone is at fault. By

our pooling process, those interested in the combination are relieved of further

care or anxiety in watching the market from day to day, on any particular

stock, as wo take all that burden on our own shoulders and endeavor not only

to make stock dealing profitable, but pleasurable.

A CUSTOMER'S EXPERIENCE.

Take an instance from our books. In January last Mr. B , of New Or

leans, one of our most esteemed patrons, remitted to us the sum of $100, for

investment by our new system. Investing this §100 together with other

money, in one of our combinations, we bought Western Union Btoek. Our

commission for buying on the 100 shares for Mr. B was $12.50. The stock

advanced in a few days i per cent, and we sold, making for Mr. B in the

transaction §75, and another commission of §12.50 for ourselves for selling.

At this point we bad earned §25 commission, and our customer §50 net profit.

The same week we sold for the combination in which he was interested, St.

Paul stock, which, declining i per cent., enabled us to buy and cover tho

contract at a gross profit of §50 on the 100 shares of Mr. B . For selling

and buying our commission was of course §12.50 each time, or on this trans

action we had made §25 net for Mr. B and earned §25 for ourselves. The

footing up of profits for the week showed that we had gained §.">0 commissions

and Mr. B made §75 net. Th3 next week wo bought and sold Erie and
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Northwestern stocks, making four turns altogether and an aggregate profit of

i per cent, on Mr. B 's business, which wan $200, less our commission of

$50, placing to hia credit $150 and our own $50. The third week his profits

were $40 and our commissions $37.50. The fourth week his protits were $175

ami our rommiMiiona $62.50. Adding hia profiU, they amounted to (440, which

»<• remitted him, while our own commissions footed up 8191». But thia ia not

all. The nest month we received n much larger order from Mr. B , and

tmehad ronntant business from him ever since. Our commissions on his

bc'innta alone np to the present time amount to over $"*50, while through his

fr^rniUhtp and good will three of his associates have become our customers,

•Uc business baa been equally profitable.

(ACTIONS' AGAINST GAMMJNO IN STOCKS.

TIm- Mind way in which a large portion of the public take "Flyers" in

rt.Kli i« for them but little better than gambling, and it is notorious that

p* pie who do business in this chance maimer often lose their whole ventures,

whii h i» the natural result of anch a proceeding; while a larger proportion

oft!* men who make dealing in stocks a business, to which they apply sound

pnouplm, acquire greater wealth, thau ill any other occupation. Witness,

l«t instance, the Vanderbilts, CIarks, Goulds, Mortons, Jeromes, Travers,

Keeps, Kernes, and arores of other less prominent names. Our idea is to unite

tli* means of the public in such combinations as will secure all the advan

tages of the largest capital and operate it under the direction of a man who,

a 'iprrimre and skill, ia second to no one in Wall Street, thus divesting the

>>-.>:arM of anything like gambling features, and making it as desirable for

aJ > lawn to take an interest in stork dealing, as in a manufacturing oorpora-

t>t, »r bank, or mine, or any enterprise where money is confided to the

a il.tjr and integrity of others. These operations will lie conducted by a

member of our firm who has been constantly in Wall Street for many years,

and baa peculiarly good facilities for knowing the inside workings of the great

"•mhiualions in the stork market, from his business and social relations, and

ku repeatedly made very large amounts by tin' employment of coiubiucd

• »,. ta!

KATK OP COMMISSION CIIAR(iF.l>.

« >or rommiaaions are in all cases the regular rates established at the N.

T »tnrk Exchange, viz., |, or 112.50 jier 100 shares for buying, and the same

Ur wiling, aixl in a<1ditiou thereto one ( I ) per cent, of the net profits made by

ta» combinations. Whenever we make a turn ou any stock, each member of

tW raabinatlnn interested is notified and kept posted as to all movements

*r their benefit.

CUIUUFICATION OF SHARKS.

TW demand for shares has become ao great, requiring the employment of a

larja tkenral force, that we have consolidated our combinations into larger

*■■» aad classified tbem as follow* :
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CLASS A.—50,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 1,000 shares, costing $1,000.

CLASS B.—40,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 500 shares, costing $500.

CLASS C.—35,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 300 shares, costing $300.

CLASS D.—25,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 100 shares, costing $100.

CLASS E.—20,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 50 shares, costing $50.

CLASS F.—15,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 25 shares, costing $25.

CLASS G.—10,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 10 shares, costing $10.

CLASS H.—5,000 Shares. No certificates issued in this combination for

less than 5 shares, costing $5.

The activity of the stock market during the present season, and our per

fected experience make our next combinations still more promising than

those which have paid such handsome profits heretofore ; although we do

not claim to be infallible nor assert that every turn we make will prove a

certain success. We simply point to past experience as a guide to future

probabilities. Parties wishing to join any of these Combinations should for

ward their orders promptly by mail or telegraph, with funds to cover the

number of shares desired. We have endeavored to explain fully the nature

and practical workings of onr system of operations, and shall at all times

esteem it a favor if our customers will treat us with equal frankness and

make themselves familiar with the details of our office, to winch they are

at all times cordially welcome. During a long career in Wall street Ave have

never seen any of that "mystery" with which many seek to surround it.

The business of the street is as useful and legitimate as any other, and we

know of no sound reason why any one, whoso circumstances permit, should

not participate in its benefits.

OFFICIAL KECOEDS OF COMBINATION TROFITS.

To illustrate the advantages accruing to shareholders in our Combinations,

we give a brief table of a few stocks taken from the official records of the

Stock Exchange, showing the actual difference in dollars and the percent,

of profits in regular purchases and sales :
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Name of Stack. Purchase ami Sale.

Western I'nion For

I-a\r Mmre x For

North West For

DeL. Lack. & West. For

l.lay ....

2 days . . .

♦ day....

2 days . . .

Percent.

Dirt, in Pols ,

on each turn

made. showing

the profits ofi

each $100 In-

iuvested.

For .1, days

XV. C.4. U.K.

M. Paul

Morris ft Enri .

D*L 4c Hudson..

Erie

For

For

For

For

For

5 (lavs ...

3 days...

3 da>H . . .

4 (Iii.vh ...

2 days ...

For 1G days . . .

I

H

i

i

at

i

i

|ioo no

125 00

75 0()

H7 50

$:W7 5<)

|150 00

ifl 50

62 SO

237 50

25 00

r.J | $562 50

Tims it will l>c seen liy these facts, shown from the official records, that an

imesunent of (50 would pay $250 nml upwards; $100 invested would pay

|1.<»« profit, or ten I lines the amount invested; $1,(100 would pay $7,500 less

roomiMiimu, or 7§ times the capital used, according to the movement of

tltr stocks bought and sold within the number of days specified.

EVERY DAY OfESTIOXB ANSWERED.

Nearly every mail brings ns letters in which some one of tho following

sanations are asked, and as it will save correspondents and ourselves much

uaa> and trouble, we answer them categorically. Before writing us on any

■abjtrt connected with our business, read the list over carefully and nee if

jtmr <| Mention is not fully answered in that.

(4. When does your next combination begin T

A- We are forming from one to four weekly, and at any time a remittance

ivacbra us it will be in time any week in the year.

if. Waal average of your combinations ure successful T

A. About eight out of ten have been successful.

<J. l*o yon deal in one stock only f

A- No ; we can operate in a dozen or more ; arc guided in this by judgment

Had experience, dealing in different stocks during the 30 days that in our

J—Igaai lit will pay the largest profits with the least risk.

Q. Can you secure greater advantages by this combination system than any

stfcrrf

A. Tea. It would be impossible to purchase stocks on margin in small lots

wttaj the same advantages we secure by combining the capital. I*argu

anvniDta of money always carry more weight and secure more gains than

•aill mom. 1 See article on page 3, "Why Combinations Phv Large

Prvota.")
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Q. How can one per cent, pay a profit of $100 on each one hundred shares?

A. Head carefully the article on page 2 of this circular headed, " How Pro

fits arc Figured."

Q. How can you make greater profits by your system than by others?

A. In many ways, and especially by our combination of capital ; our large

purchases and sales afl'ect the market on certain stocks by an advance or de

cline, as the case may be.

Q. Do you operate more than one combination at a time ?

A. Yes. By having five to eight combinations working at a time it makes

a largo capital, and each shareholder is more secure, and the profits of all are

increased.

Q. In case I remit for shares, shall I be required to come to New York at

any time ?

A. No ; unless you choose to. By our combination system you can specu

late to the same advantage at a distance from the city as you could if here

personally ; you have no care or further responsibility.

Q. Shall I be held liable in any way for more than the amount I invest ?

A. No; in no event can shareholders be called upon for " additional mar

gins." This is one of the superior advantages of the combination method

over the old systems.

Q. Are profits and original investment both used as working capital during

the :10 days if

A. Yes. The object is to make the ultimate amount aggregate as large as

possible.

Q. How do I realize my profits ?

A. They are paid at the expiration of 30 days.

Q. What are the usual number of shares ordered ?

A. They vary ; from five shares, costing$5, to 1,000 shares, costing $1,000 and

upwards. The average orders run from 8100 to $500.

Q. Do you cverdcal iu " Puts," " Calls/' '"Straddles," or buysinglo lota on

a margin ?

A. Yes, when specially requested, and have facilities for buying at the very

lowcst market rates from responsible parties, for individual accounts.

Q. Do your customers ever acknowledge receiving the profits made by

them ?

A. Read the following.

ACTUAL ItESULTS OF THE COMBINATION SYSTEM.

Wherever our patrons have made their experience with us known among

their friends and acquaintances, we havo no difficulty in obtaining new

customers by scores; but it is a fact, curious as it would seem, that men

who have made money iu a quiet little venture in Wall street, are almost in

variably reluctant to let even their most intimate friends know the source

of their good fortune. The confidential relations between us and our cus

tomers and professional honor alike debar us from disclosing auy of their
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wrreta, without previously obtaining their full consent. We publish here

with a few letters from a small number of our natrons whose comteut wo

have secured.

San Franeiico, Cat., November 26th, l-<77.

ilettrt. Lawrence f Co., of the City ofNeic York :

Gentlemen.—Tourt it reccired. It gives me pteatnre to cndoric yourfirm, at I

utter hare made to muck money in the tame time at I hare by your new combimi-

tun tftern. I cnclote you pott-ojfice orderfor $50, in addition to $150 contributed

by three of my friend*.

Truly yourt,

S. Y. SANGER.

Huffato, N. Y., November 28th, 1*77.

Mettn. Larremee <f Co., New York City :

Gentlemen.— The Utter containing your remittance fur my latt month't profit',

$TWi.?T>, it reerircd, for ichich I again mott heartily thank you. I nhall make

yum a Imruer remittance on Monday next.

Youri, uith thankt,

T. IK BYSBOOrE.

LouUciile, Ky., October Vith, 1877.

Lawrence 4' ('»■< Nov York:

Gentlemen.—The combination in which Mr*. J. J. Alexander and mytelf irrrr

xMirremUd having turned out no latitfactorily, ire hare decided to take fifty thane

tack in your next combination, and rnrlote you Jl'H) for certificate: lie tun-

rimmmtrmdrd the manner of doing butinrtt by your firm to trrrral of our friend*.

mmd aurr mo doubt you tcill hear from thrm alto. Trutting thit combination will be

me emctmttfml at Ike latt, I remain,

Your obedient eerrant,

MRS. E. D. JTARNER.

St. Lonit, Mo., October Uth, 1-77.

Manor*. Lawrence f Co. :

Dear Xr*.—I take pleatme in recommending your firm to all finite tit tiring t»

sawatsli Im Hock*. I hare induced four of my friend* to each inrett $100 teifa me,

amd I remit draft b$ tkie mail for $500 /or your next combination.

Your* truly,

E. D. HCRRELL.
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Savannah, Oa., July 19ik, 1877.

Messrs. Lawrence <f- Co. :

Gentlemen.—The profits on my share in your last combination were very satiafar-

tory. I remit by this mail $100 for 100 shares. Trusting for a continuance of my

•success, I am, yours respectfully,

I. S. PHILLIPS.

Montreal, Canada, Xovember lZth, 1877.

Messrs. Lawrence §■ Co. :

Cents.— Tour favor at hand containing check for $303.70, amount of profit on my

last investment, for which please accept my thanks. Ton ask permission to use my

name in your circular: I willingly grant your request, as I candidly recommend

your straightforward and 2>rompt manner of doing business, and can safely say

to all desiring to speculate in stocks, to give you a trial, as I firmly believe they

will not be disappointed i« the result.

Tours respectfully,

S. M. PEEL.

[Then follow a long series of highly commendatory and ex

tended " editorial notices," ostensibly quoted from influential

papers, and the circular closes with the following instructions.]

HOW TO ORDER SHARES.

First—Direct your envelope plainly LAWRENCE & CO., Bankers, 19 &-

21 Broad St. and 55 & 57 Exchange Place, NEW YORK, or use the

inclosed reaily directed envelope. Use one or all of tho street numbers as

preferred—but bo sure to use some one of them, as there are other Lawrences

doing business in the city, and letters intended for us have gone astray. We

have had letters seut us by careless correspondents, directed Lawrence & Co.,

Bond St. ; Lawrence & Co., Wall St., and Lawrence & Co., New York, with-

'jiit any street number at all on them, all of which are as likely to fall into

the hands of others as ourselves. After directing your envelope carefully to

the correct street and number, write yonr order briefly. For your convenience

Ave inclose blanks which you may fill out. State exactly what you want and

inclose drafts on New York payable to our order, post office money order, or

scud currency by express or in registered letters. Customers can also order

by telegraph and remit by first mail or express. Orders for less than' 10

shares, costing $10, should be accompanied by postage for return certificates,

notices, etc.

Never send personal checks, as we return them to the sender for a draft, or

currency, and in no case credit any account until the money is actually re

ceived, according to above directions.

ryCustomers changing their address, either temporarily or permanently,

should notify us at once.
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RAILROAD ANI> OTHER BONDS WANTED.

Partie* having either Railroad Stocks or Bonds, Government or State Bonds,

arCitjr or County Securities, whether interest paying or defaulted, can obtain

the highest market prices for tlipm through our house ifsent fur sule. Stocks

ind Buuds should be forwarded only by express.

BANKING FACILITIES.

In addilioo to our brokerage business, we transact a regular Hanking busi-

aeaa in all its branches. Interest allowed on daily balances, and accounts

received from Banks. Hankers, Legal Corporations and individuals generally,

•abject to check at sight.

LAWRENCE &. CO., Bankers and Hkokkrs,

19 sV SI Broad Street, and .'£ &. 57 Exchange Dace,

Nkw York City.

It will not now take us long to describe the way in which this

firm did their business. Their method of robbery was not a com

plicated one.

The blank referred to in the circular, ami accompanying it,

was a* follows. It is a contract so binding that no sane man

would sign it, even were he dealing with a house which he knew

to be honorable.

Office Order to Lawrence 8t Co.,

19 Broad St., N. Y., 1*7

i^mllrmtm—I herewith pay to yon dollars

<■* Knx'i lation. with authority to nse your own judgment in the trans-

w-two, entrusting it wholly to you, and agreeing to abide by the result,

whatever it may be.

These circulars brought the first installment of money. If

a small remittance was received, the following letter would

usually be returned, to secure a larger sum : Bait No. 2.

Lawbknck &. Co., Bankers and Brokers,

10 A 21 Broad Street and 55 &. 57 Exchange Place,

New York, 1(?7

Daar Mr—Yonr faTor of , enclosing $10, received, for

•Inch please accept our thanks. We will not send you a certificate to-day,

•site combination in which we would like to have you interested is not yet

tiled This i« a »[>c<'iiil combination, in which wo would like to liuve you
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control 50 shares in class E, as per our circular, as there is going to be a

decided move in a stock that tvc know of that must show a large profit alone.

.So sure are we that this special combination will return a handsome profit

to those interested, that we will make yon the following liberal offer. Now,

Mr. Hamilton, if you will seud us your order for 50 shares, with $20 addition

to the $10 you now have with us, making $30, we will mail you a certificate

for 50 shares, and give you credit for 20 shares, and deduct the $20 with 7 per

cent, interest from your profits at tho close of the combination, giving you full

benefit of all profits on the 50 shares. Please let ns hear from you by return

mail and oblige Yours respectfully,

Lawrence & Co.

This brought the victim's second installment. The next thing

was to inspire confidence in his mind, by making him feel that he

was on the high road to fortune. This was done by circulars of

information, like the following, often showing a pretended profit

of 1, 2, and even 5 per cent. :

Office of Lawrence & Company,

New York, 137

Dear Sir—We take pleasure in informing you that we made a turn on

Lake Shore, buying at 69 and selling at 69$, realizing a profit of * per cent.,

being equivalent to $50.00 profit on each 100 shares of stock.

Yonrs respectfully,

Lawrence & Co.

N.B.—Profits aud original capital to be nsed as working capital until the

close.

Then, after a suitable lapse of time, followed bait No. 3 :

Lawrence & Co., Bankers and Brokers,

19 & 21 Broad Street and 55 & 57 Exchange Place,

New York, March 17, 1879.

Dear Sir—We have closed the special combination in which your invest

ment was placed, realizing a net profit of 1 per cent., being equivalent to

$100 per 100 shares. The proportion due to your 50 shares is $50, which,

added to your original investment, makes $100 to your credit on our books,

for which we hand you, in accordance with your request, certificate in new

combination for 100 shares.

We trust the result may prove satisfactory, and shall bo pleased to re

ceive your future patronage, with any suggestions you may wish to offer.

As we find frequently that shareholders prefer to enter larger combina

tions, because of their being proportionately more profitable, and we are

always prepared to facilitate them, wo will do so for you, by offering to
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issue » certificate for 3<K) shares on your returning thin certificate with

ISO, the balance doe, $50, to be deducted, with 7 jmt cent. interest, from

rmir profits at the close of thin combination. He kind enough to acknowl-

edee receipt, and reply to thin offer by return mail, and oblige,

Res]>ectfully youra,

LaWKK.mk <& Co.

And a few days afterwards would come something like the

following :

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

Omcr. ok Lawrkxck &. Co., Bankkrk a\d Brokkiis.

19 &. 21 Broad Street and 55 &. 57 Exchange Place,

New York, November 24, 1.-T9.

A> wr had anticipated, nml according to our predictions repented nt inter

val* recently, the upward rush of prices in the stock market has experienced

i whim ami powerful check.

A decided break, and a strong and rapid decline in rates, came no sooner

than might have l>eeu expected by the average sagacious operator. The ox.

tmne excitement ronse<|uent in Wall Street has in no sense assumed the

'•haw «■( a panic On the contrary, circumstances are vastly more favorable

'• bra!thy and conservative speculation, and the situation constitutes tin-

Wat proof of the sound condition of business, and the glowing prosperity of

the country.

Id times of real prosperity, like the present period, the stock market is

r-icrord by laws as certain ami reliable as the rise anil fall of the tides of the

• a. (tar long experience in the stock business assures us of an curly reaction

a pn<>«, and a new upward movement in all good securities, which will

ifinrd an excellent opportunity for the most profitable operations. Stocks

that are now depressed below their actual value—especially those with good

CoilrmU ami increasing earnings, us in the case of many of the railroad*—

e--.it i„. utalilv rcbonnd to their natural level. The field will present bril-

' int opportunities for new movements, and we have the very liest of reasons

Urxpr. t the handsomest profits known in the records of the street.

We are now forming new combinations of the $25, $."><>, fluo and $500

el— ■ i f»r this purpose, which we confidently recommend to our old cus-

laaamsnd fitend*. While all of these combinations afford equal privileges

tad pnwpecta, we would remind our friend* that experience has pnived that

'•» larger anxMiuta, having the greatest power, usually yield the greatest

•rauia.

I* order that the proper nnmlier of shares may lie reserved for the tiumci-

•»» applicants from distant places, we ml vine that you notify us by telegraph,

« fcy first mail aa soon aa you remit.

*• shall be pleased to execute your orders at any time, and will ghe

•»»• prompt attention. Respectfully,

L\WRKScr. & Co., Bankers and llroken>,

19 Broad Street. New York, X. V.
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This, it must be remembered, is strictly in accordance with

Lawrence & Co.'s plan of operations, as set forth in their circular ;

the customer's money was wanted ; an ostensible profit made, and

original capital and profits again invested, together with the ad

ditional funds sent by the sanguine customer. It was a scheme

of consummate ingenuity. How successfully it worked will be

shown further on. Suffice it now to say, that, by means of these

and similar glowing statements of gains, the victim was bled of

every dollar that could be possibly squeezed out of him ; and

when at length he could not, or would not, remit more, Lawrence

& Co. sent him this or a similar letter, thereby giving him what

they used to call

TIIK ROYAL BOUXCK.

Office of Lawrenxk & Co., Bankers and Brokers,

19 & 21 Broad Street and 55 &. 57 Exchange Place,

New York, November 22, 1879.

Dear Sir—We regret to have to inform you that, owing to the terrible fluc

tuations in the stock market during the week, and the great demands upon

us for money, together with the unusual stringency of the money market, we

have been forced to close out all the stocks we have been carrying, with our

own capital, and have had to do so at a great loss to us. Feeling that we

have done all that we could, even to inflicting additional heavy loss upon

ourselves, we can only hope to be able to retrieve our losses, as well as to

help you recover your losses, by new ventures, where, with a brighter out

look iu the stock market and renewed eftbrts, the losses may be soon for

gotten in the larger gains. Respectfully,

Lawrence <& Co.
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SANDALINE
(Compound Flail Ixtnct Sinditaod.) Price, 81.00.

The Great I* emedy for all local and chronic complaints

of whatever nature, no matter of how long standing or how deep

ly seated. Thin remarkable Bpecifio contain* tha original

juices of the Sandal Tree, extracted by the moBt C06tly and

delicato procesa known to chemistry, discovered during long pro

fessional service In India. The effects are quick, positive, sure,

nnd it Is prescribed by ficbcetphysicians in the most conw

plicated cases* Disease la a tree that has many branches

&nd much foliage, but all proceed from one trunk end tap root

Sundullnn strikes at the original source and thus eradi

cates all disease from the system. This la the secret of lta

great success. My aim is to furnish tha American public a

Remedy that Is both' speedy and economical. No one can

afford to let ill health run Its course,* when' help la within

Teach. 1 will deposit 810,000 with any responsible bank, for

a' case that Sandallne will not radically core,* used > as I

prescribe. Supplied through Druggists or direct. Thousands of

written testimonials on record of w « /l #

trulywonderfulcures,opentoin. >' (L 1^,^ _vjLyf<U
tpection of all. CorrespondenceIC\ . . TL,/iJlr'*~*&v°- ' ^^

or personal calls receive prompt -J**-""" //

attention at our parlor offices. Sv „___. __-—
Mo. 5 ■Weet 14th Street. NEW lOliK COT.
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u-uaiiv made out these papers and sometimes had them filed at

tU> (onnty Clerk's Office, so that a suit to recover money or a

;r.<hrmc-nt in a civil suit only would lie against an irresponsible

clerk, while he himself, who took all the proceeds, could escape.

Indeed, he was always sure to doubly intrench himself behind

t!ie protection of these bills of sale. We find that on September

l>t, 1ST9, a certificate was on file in the County Clerk's Office, to

the effect that one party had the sole right and control of Law

rence «fc Co., while at the very same time Buckwalter executed

another hill of sale to another individual. This last bill of sale

cmler the celebrated articles of agreement, which is a most ex

tra, ■nlinary document, is given further on.

In lb7s, Buckwalter employed a man, whom we call John Doe

in tie following agreement, to conduct this business for him,

jri^-ir him authority and solo right to the name of Lawrence &

('■'. This individual in the spring of 1878, one morning was

found missing, having drawn the funds in the bank, and taken

with him such papers and documents as ho saw fit, leaving an

authorization to one Benedict to carry- on the business for him.

iVncdict assigned his powers and rights to one Dibble, and

t..«:i the " Dibble" was to pay for alxiut lt> days, when Dibble

a-ijued to Buckwalter again.

Iluckwaltcr by a series of threats and terrorisms forced this

former clerk Iwck into his service.

Opposition conwms sprang up ahout Lawrence & Co. like

n.u-!. rooms.

iScnodirt started the firm of Benedict «fc Co. with John Doe.

I>iM*le and one Sniffcn started Adams, Brown & Co., and

:'.«:. I )il>l»!e sold out to Buckwalter for $5,000—and Sniffin re-

r.*ir.- awhile. Then Dibble started the firm of Dibhell & Co.

dSnudst.,) with Buckwalter as partner with a half interest. After

a little. Dibble bought out Buckwalter and then started another

t.r-1 of Dibhell, Morgan & Hatch.

Tla n Benedict started Allen, Jordan it Co., and sold out

if'.i rward* to Buckwalter with one of his former clerks (John

Ik*- as partner.
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Then Buckwalter buys out the half interest of Doe in each

Barnes, Garrison & Co. and Allen, Jordan & Co. for $2,000, and

yet in the agreement Doe is represented as owning a half interest

in each.

Later, one Clarkson, a former clerk in Adams, Brown & Co.

starts another concern as E. W. Ward & Co. Evarts, Barnes

& Co. springs into existence and copies Lawrence & Co's. cir

culars almost verbatim, as did Simpson & Co.

Through information gathered in the main from Buckwalter's

runaway assistant, Thatcher, Belmont & Co. was foisted on

the community by one Chandler of Philadelphia and Weed i«f

Connecticut.

The above are a few of the " celebrated Banking houses " of

the great metropolis, if their circulars and advertisements are to

be believed. Verily, it was a "wheel within a wheel," or "dia

mond cut diamond." The clerk learns the business, starts for

himself, doubtless with the names collected by Buckwalter's

schemes, and then forces Buckwalter to buy him out. Who

would not deal in stocks—" combinations," " syndicates,'' " mutual

capitalization plan," " guarantee system," etc. ?

About the time that " Sandaline " proved such an utter failure,

Buckwalter transferred certain of his clerks down to the office

of Lawrence & Co.

Indeed, while the machinery by which the swindling of Law

rence & Co. was practiced upon the public was, as we have seen,

very simple, that of the office itself was very complex, in order

to secure to Buckwalter the funds which were received by his

clerks and tools. As a lejral curiositv we {rive in full the

voluminous articles of agreement between Buckwalter and his

clerks.

Pemarattdum Ot ^flrttmeut—Made at the city of New York, this first.

clay of September, A.D., 1879, between BENJAMIN R. BUCKWALTER, of the

city of New York, of the first part, ami "JOHN DOE and RICHARD ROE, of

"These lieing young men, whoso pecnliar circumstances Buckwalter took

advantage of, we omit their names for their friends' Biike, while, at the same

time, we coudemu their acts, and their connection with this disreputable

business.
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ibr ».iuie place, of the m-coiuI part, Witskssetii, Tliut, whereas the ituiil ]>;irty

of the first part is the sole owner and proprietor of the eoncern and busiuess

established and coodacted under the finn name of LAWRENCE & CO., at

V>. r.t Broad street, in the said city, as Bankers anil Brokers, and on the

iTttrm of combining capital or pooling orders fur stocks, anil is also the sole

owner and proprietor of the similar concern and business, established and

conducted under the firm name of ADAMS, BROWN & CO., at No. US

Broad street, in aaid city, all bis interest in which he has agreed to sell uml

rnmry to the partiea hereto of the second part for the consideration, and

coupled with the conditions hereinafter expressed.

Axn Wur.RKAS, the said party of the first part is joint owner and proprie

tor with JOHN DOE, one of the parties hereto of the second part, of the

wmiUr concern and business established and conducted under the firm name

of BARNES, GARRISON dc. CO., at No. 11 Broad street, in the said city, and

of the similar coucern and husiness established and conducted under the

fan name of ALLEN, JORDAN & CO., at No. 54 Wall street, in the said

city, all bis interest in which ho has agreed to sell and convey to RICHARD

BOK, oue of the parties hereto of the second part, by and with the consent

of the aaid JOHN DOE, the other party herein of the second part, for the

cotiMileratioii and coupled with the conditions hereinafter expressed.

Now, thuuipiiKk, in consideration of the premises and of the promises,

agreements, and conditions hereinafter expressed, and of the sum of one

<Wlar each to the other in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowl

edged, the aaid parties to these presents have agreed, and do hereby agree, as

folia*;*, that is to say :

/VW The said party of the first part hereby sells, assigns, transfers, anil sets

•ver anto the parties of the second part and their legal representatives all

his right, title, and interest of, in, and to said concern and husiness established

sad conducted nnder the said finn name of LAWRENCE St CO., and of. in,

sad to all tbe property, fixtures, lease of office, busiueas, and good will of the

Wkstm, ami the sole and exclusive right to nso the said firm uaine of LAW-

REN< E oV CO., and alto to execute and deliver herewith, or on demand

warn requested, a further and formal bill of •«/«• of all said interests and

property to said finn, to one or both of said parties of the second part, but for

tao joint intrnrat and to be the joint property of both of said parties hereto

«f the omrnd part, and the said party of the first part shall also on demand

titrate any further pa|ier writing which may bo deemed necessary iu the

spunou of HORATIO F. AVKRILL, Counsellor at Law, to more effectually

esaicy the title of said interests nud property.

'■ooa\ The aaid parties of the second part, as part consideration of said sale

a*4 transfer, shall, on the delivery of this agreement, make and deliver to

is* satd party of the first part the sixty promissory notes of said firm of

LAWRENCE cV. CO., bearing even date herewith for the sum of twelve

lbs assad five hundred dollars each, with interest, and without grace, to the

on!rr of ami endorsed by the aaid partiea of the second part respect h ely, and

•stasis one on the first day of each and every mouth hereafter during the
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ensuing terra of five years, commencing on the day of the date hereof, and also

the sixty other promissory notes of the said firm of LAWRENCE & CO.

hearing even date herewith for the sum of five thousand dollars, each ■with

intert'st, and without grace, to the order of and indorsed by the said parties

of the second part respectively, and payable one on the first day of each and

every month during the term of five years next ensuing after and commencing

to fall due on the first day of September, 1884.

Third. The said party of the first part hereby sells, transfers, anil seta over

unto the parties of the second part and their legal representatives all his

right, title, and interest of, in, and to said concern and business estab

lished and conducted under tho said firm name of ADAMS, BROWN &. CO.,

and of, in, and to all the property, fixtures, lease of office, bnsiness, and good

will of the business, and the sole and exclusive right to use the said firm

name of ADAMS, BROWN & CO., and also to execute and deliver herewith,

or on demand when requested, a further and formal bill of sale of all of said

last named interests and property to one or both of said parties of the second

part, as they may elect, but for the joint interest and to be tho joint property

of both said parties of tho second part, and the said party of the first part

shall also on demand execute any further paper writing which may be deemed

necessary in the opinion of HORATIO F. AVERILL, Counsellor at Law, to

more effectually convey the title of said last mentioned interests and prop

erty.

Fourth. The said parties of the second part, as part consideration of said

sale and transfer, shall, on the delivery of this agreement, make aild deliver

to the said party of the first part the sixty promissory notes of said firm of

ADAMS, BROWN & CO., bearing even date herewith, for the sum of eight

thousand three hundred and thirty-threo -)", dollars, each with interest and

without grace, to the order of and endorsed by the said parties of the second

part respectively, and payable one on tho first day of each and every month

hereafter during the ensuing terra of five years, commencing on the day of

the date hereof, and also the sixty other promissory notes of the said firm of

ADAMS. BROWN & CO., bearing even date herewith, for the sum of three

thousand three hundred and thirty-three -,:',ur dollars each with interest and

without giace, to the order of, and endorsed by, the said parties of the second

part respectively and payable, one on the first day of each and every month

during the terra of five years next ensuing after and commencing to fall due

on the first day of September, 18S4.

Fifth. The said party of the first part hereby sells, assigns, transfers, and

Bets over to RICHARD ROE, one of tho parties hereto of the second part,

and his legal representatives, all his right, title and interest, of, in and to

said concerns and business established and conducted under said firm name of

BARNES, GARRISON & CO. and ALLEN, JORDAN & CO. and of, in, and

to all the property, fixtures, lease of office, busiuess and good will of the busi

ness, and tho sole and exclusive right to use tho said firm names respectively,

and also to execute and deliver herewith or on demand when requested a

further and formal bill of sale of all of said last mentioned interests and
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jiroprrty in one or more of said parties of the second part as they may elect,

twt for the individual interest of said EIC1IARD ROE, one of the said parties

•■f tb«- wrond part, and the said party of the lint p:trt shall and will also on

wttn-Ltil rxeeutc any further paper writing which limy bo deemed necessary

.u iS. oniuiou of said IIOKATIO F. AVERILL to more effectually convey the

t.ilr .1 uid last nientionctl interest and property, it being understood and

aifmtl ilut the interests of saiil party of the first part in and to the said cou-

<»ru. of BARNES, GARRISON «fc CO. and ALLEN, JORDAN &. CO. is an

ui,.i.\ nlr»l one-half interest with said JOHN DOE, and lie hereby assents to

I .:« transfer to tlio saiil KIC1IAKI) ROE, and to become a partner ami

»«<"»■ taiol with him iu said last meutioued firms in the place and stead of

«uj<1 party of the first part from and after the date thereof.

*irf*. The said IK)E and ROE as part consideration of said salo and trans-

Jet to Mill ROE of the interest of said party of the first part in and to the

t-ntrra* uf BARNES, GARRISON &. CO., and ALLEN, JORDAN &, Co., and

i)«> id consideration of the sum of three thousand dollars paid to the said

!■■). by the said party of the first part, shall, on tlio delivery of this agree

ment, make and deliver to the said party of the first part, the one hundred

siltamtv promissory notes of BARNES, GARRISON <fe CO., and ALLEN,

J"Kl»AS & CO., respectively beariug even date herewith for the sum of one

t:. umumI dollars each with interest and without grace to the order of and

rt. l .n»d by the said parties of the second part res]iectively, and payable two,

liil t* to say, one of each concent on the first day of each and every month

Urrjft^r during the rusning term of five years, commencing on the day of

fir datf hereof. And for the porjioHe of more effectually securing the payment

of all of the n.ud several last mentioned one hundred and twenty promissory

iwtr«, the «aid parties of the second part hereby pledgo to the said party of

the tir*» pari, the entire receipts of the business of the said firms of BARNES,

••UKI-xiN ic CO. and ALLEN, JORDAN 4 CO., save and except only the

"Xotar legitimate necessary current expenses of the Business of said firms

»«|B>rti«el>, and any ami all surplus arising from the business of said firms

mpectitrl), and any and all surplus arising from the business of said firms

U>t uwntiouod •hall be paid over to the said parly of the first part on Saturday

ofexb week, and be by him endorsed on the tint notes falling due of the

Mid arieral one hundred and twenty promissory notes last mentioned until

it* aasne are fnlly paid, and, iu case the receipts of said business after making

<l" sloresiid deductions shall be in excess of the sum required to pay said

«»■«'■» to full as they mature respectively, all such cxccm beyond the sum of

"or. tb»'i< md dollars to lemsin in bank as a balance shall on each Saturday

U p»ul o%er to said party of the first part, and lie by him endorsed on the

awnaj—nry nAta or notes nrxt falling due with proper allowance or credit for

intrmt for any adtaucn jtayment notwithstanding such note by its terms

m not jet dne. and payable.

v rati. The parties hereto of the second part may deposit money to the

tMl.t of tbr Mid party hereto of the first part in the Fourth National Bank

in tbe city of New York, or iu any other place designated by said party of
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the first part in writing, and credit themselves therewith in the weekly

statement provided for in this agreement.

Eighth. And for the purpose of more effectually securing the payment of

all of the said several promissory notes in the second and fourth clauses of

this agreement mentioned, the said parties of the second part hereby plodg*

to the said party of the first part the entire receipts of the business of the said

firms of LAWRENCE & CO. and ADAMS, BROWN &. CO., save and except

only the regular legitimate necessary current expenses of the business of said

firms respectively, and also the sum of oue hundred dollars per week to be

drawn by each of the parties hereto of the second part for his personal ex

penses, and to be chargeable to said firms in such proportion as the parties of

the second part may see fit, any and all .surplus arising from the business of

said firms shall be paid over to the said party of the first part on Saturday of

each week, and be by him endorsed on the said several promissory notes

until the same are fully paid, and, in case the receipts of said business after

making tho aforesaid deductions shall be in excess of the sum required to

pay said notes in full as they mature respectively, all such excess beyond the

sum of one thousand dollars to remain in bank as a balance, shall on each

Saturday be paid over to said party of the first part, and be by him endorsed

on the promissory note next falling due, with proper allowance or credit for

interest for any advance payment, notwithstanding such note by its terms is

not yet due and payable.

Xinth. A separate bank account shall be kept by each of the said firms of

LAWRENCE & CO., ADAMS, HROWN & CO., BARNES, GARRISON & CO.,

and ALLEN, JORDAN <fe CO., and all the moneys, checks, drafts, and other

bankable receipts shall be daily deposited in bank to the credit of said firms

respectively, and shall not be withdrawn except in the manner and for the

purposes hereinafter mentioned.

Tenth. In case of the non-payment of the said one hundred and twenty

notes in the sixth clause of this agreement mentioned, or of any or either of

them, or of any part thereof at maturity, by reason of the tailing off in the

receipts of the business of BARNES, GARRISON & CO., or ALLEN, JORDAN

& CO., or for any other reason, and such notes or any of them, or any part

thereof, should remain unpaid for the space of thirty days after the maturity

thereof, then each and all of the other notes in said sixth clauso mentioned,

although by the terms thereof they are not yet due, shall at the option of

the said party of the first part become immediately due and payable, or in

case the party of the first part shall so require, the said parties of tho second

part and each of them shall ou demand surrender, reassign, and convey to the

party of the first part all their rights, interests, and property in said concerns

of BARNES, GARRISON & CO. andALLEN, JORDAN & CO. heretofore ex

isting or growing out of this conveyance and agreement, but in such event the

party of the first part shall return to tho said parties of the second part any

and all of the one hundred and twenty mites given by said firms and en

dorsed by them under this agreement which may bo unpaid, the said

party of the first part being first entitled to have and receive all the net
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BROYVX & CO. shall be discharged, nor their salaries decreased or increased

without the written consent of the party of the first part.

Fifteenth. The said parties of the second part shall until all the notes given

under this agreement are fully paid, make out on Saturday of each week

sworn statements verified hy the parties and also by the Bookkeeper, Cashier,

Secretary, or Clerk having immediate charge of the business to which such

statement relates, showing the actual receipts and disbursements of the Busi

ness of said four concerns for said week, and deliver such sworn statements to

said party of the first part, or to such persons as he may direct in writing, such

statements to be sufficiently full as to detail so that the said party of the first

part can fully understand the condition of the business of said concerns and

for the purpose of verifying the said statements the said party of the first

part, or any person authorized by him in writing, may have fnll and free

access to all the books and papers of said parties of the second part at all

times during business hours, and that with said statements the said parties

of the second part shall make and deliver to the said party of the first part

a, check for the amount coming to him under the provisions of this agree

ment.

Sixteenth. For the purpose of more effectually securing the payment of all

of the said several promissory notes in the second and fourth clauses of this

agreement mentioned, the said parties of the second part shall immediately on

the delivery of this agreement execute and deliver to the party of the first

part a confession ofjndgmont for the amount of all of the notes in said clauses

mentioned which the said party of the first part shall bo at liberty to place

on record at any time and iu case of the non-payment of any of the notes

mentioned in said second and fourth clauses according to the tenor and effect

of this agreement, the said party of the first part may issue execution for the

amount of such note or notes due at the time of issuing such execution with

costs and expenses.

Seventeenth. For the purpose of more effectually securing the payment of

all of the said one hundred and twenty several promissory notes in the sixth

clause of this agreement mentioned and delivered to the party of the first

part, the said parties of the second part shall immediately on the delivery of

this agreement execute and deliver to the party of the first part a confession

of judgment for the amount of all of the said one hundred and twenty notes

which the said party of the first part shall be at liberty to place on record at

any time, and, in case of tho non-payment of any of the said one hundred

and twenty notes according to tho tenor and effect of this agreement, the

said party of tho first part may issue execution for the amount of such

note or notes due at the time of issuing such execution with costs and ex

penses.

Eighteenth. A separate mail-box for the reception of all tho mail of the said

four concerns respectively which shall be delivered into the said mail-box by

the government's carrier, shall bo provided by said parties of the second part

in the office of each concern, with two separate and different locks and keys,

one of which shall be held by tho parties hereto of the second part or one of
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tbrm, and the oI'.ht by a person selected and designated in writing by the

party of tbe first part-, mid neither of saiil boxen or their contents shall Ik-

opriicd except in tlio presence of such two persons holding tho said keys

thereof, but snch persona shall attend to tho o|H-uiug of Maid boxes anil

mail as often as twice during eaeh business day, and ofteuer if they see

At.

Xiarlttmtk. All checks drawn against the accounts of said concerns respec-

titrly shall be signed by one of the parties hereto of the second part, mid

rusmlerugued in writing or with some peculiar device by another jierson, to

bs> wlrrtrd by tbe party hereto of tbe first part, and each of the bunks hold

ing deposits of said firm shall be notified not to pay any check unless so signed

aatd countersigned.

TVrafirta. The said party of the first part shall aid anil assist the parties of

tbe second part with his advice and experience, when needed in carrying on

tbe business of said concerns.

Timtf-/lril. The snid party of the first part shall not begin or conduct or

cmrnr on during tbe continuance of this agreement any business of combining

capital or pooling orders for stocks, such as is carried ou by either of the said

(■>ar concerns hereinbefore mentioned, either in his own name or in tho name

»f or in connection with any other person or persons without the written

ajrrt-nnent of the parties of the second part.

Ttrmlf-trrand. The suid parties of the second part shall conduct tho busi

ness of the said four concerns faithfully, anil use their and each of their best

riMlraiora for tbe advancement thereof, and they shall not, nor shall either of

tbrm embark in or carry on any similar business such as is carried on by said

fnar concerns, either in their own name or names or directly or indirectly in

tbe name or names of any other person, and in case any other new concern

•hall start a similar business the said parties of the second part shall imme

diately communicate such fact to the said party of the first part with a view

u> oppose the same.

Trrmlf-thinl. In rase of a disagreement ltetween tho parties hereto as to

tbe interpretation or effect of any of tho provisions of this agreement, the

■acne shall lie referred to the suid Horatio K. Avorill, who is hereby appointed

arbitrator in snch contingency, ami his decision shall be final and binding

■fna tbe respective parties hereto,

Trrmif-fomrtk. The said parties hereto of the second part shall immediately

•a tbe execution and delivery of this agreement form a copartnership, for the

parpnae of carrying ou the business of the said four concerns on the basis of

this agreement, and in and by their copartnership agreement they shall pro-

ride for tbe continuance of the business of said concerns and partnership in

case at tbe death of cither partner, by allowing the capital of such deceased

pas In 1 1 to remain in the business until the end of ten years from the date

brrrof, or until all tbe notes hereinbefore mentioned shall be fully paid, the

svrrivtng partner allowing and paying weekly to tho legal rcpreseiitati\es of

hi* drrrasnl partner the sum of fifty dollars, until the final determination and

distribution of the xssett of said copartnership when a final accounting shall
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be mode, and all things truly adjusted between the said copartners or their

legal representatives.

in Witness Whereof, the said parties hereto have hereunto set their hands

and seals, the day and year first above written.

) b. k. buckwalter, [seal].

.....,„ > John' Doe, [seal].
uiaua. ^ richard r0Ei [seal].

Sealed and delivered in presence of ) B. K. Buckwalter, [seal].

Wm. J. Can>

It will thus be seen that the actual income of this man Buck-

waiter was $22,833.33 per month, secured by the gross receipts

of all monies coming to the four firms mentioned in the above

agreement. According to this agreement, also, a certain amount

was to be set aside each day for the running expenses of the

office. These expenses consisted of clerk hire, rent, advertise

ments, printing circulars, stationery and postage 6tamps. The

head clerks received $100 per week ; others in the office received

from $9 to $18 a week.

It will also be observed that the Government letter carrier was

expected to play his part, by putting all mail matter into a large

receptacle, placed in each one of these offices, Buckwalter not

being willing to trust either the head of the firm, as represented

under this agreement, or his own confidential clerk employed in

■each of these offices.

Now what became of the money? As each letter was received,

it was opened in the presence of two persons, as stipulated,

and the amount entered in a book. The only transaction in

stock, however, is what appears on this book, the above letters

and circulars and in the following defence.

A DEFENCE.

The clerk who managed this office, had a private office adjoin

ing. The following blank pretends to be Stock bought by him,

as an individual Broker for Lawrence & Co. In other words

this was a blind. He was buying stock for himself.

The whole thing was to be a defence in case of inquiry by an

outsider. It was designed to make a showing of stocks dealt

in, in case of troublesome visitors.

The extent of stock bought, according to the testimony of
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tlii- clerk, was the filling up of one or more of these blanks

daily.

KiciiAitii Km:,

1» Broad Street, New York,

Stocks ami Bonds, Govkrxmknt axi> Railway Sk<tkitiks,

Bought ami Sold on CoinmisHiou.

Xrtnbrr of llw Sew York Open I

Boon] of Kbick Bn>ker». i

Xkw YiiltK, Xoveuiber 17th, 1879.

Ml.ORIi. I.xwioack &. Co.

/mr .s>>* : I have bought for your account ami riitk this day :

IMS) Lake Shore a likl}. 1000 Ohio &. Mian, a 33.

I'JM) M. Kansas & T. a 33J. l.'iOO Phil. & Reading « 74J.

l-"0 X. J. Central a Hf. 400 •• •' a 74^.

:•»' •' " a WJ. 700 St. Louis, I. Mt. A. So. a 55J.

jaw Krie .i 47i. WW Ilau. & St. .loo a 41.

Yours rea|>ectfully,

RICHARD ROE.

Tliib business is styled : " Put and call brokerage." It is more

properly " Call and put robbery." The operators calling the

money from the pocket of the customer, and putting it into their

own without any return whatever.

<m the following page is shown the weekly sworn statement,

nude Huck waiter under this agreement, for the week ending

Octoiurr is, IST'.f, as found among the papers seized :

A word of explanation will show where the money went to in

tlii» cmc week. " Paid on A/c" means deposited to Buck waiter's

account in Fourth National Bank.

The wonl " Profits" means deposited in Lawrence & Co.'s bank

and paid out for expenses; and "Paid to date," that there had

been |K».37.'.»>1> paid Buckwalter during October.
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Tlio annexed form had to be filled out each day, for Buckwal-

ter, by bis confidential clerks in Lawrence «fc Co. and similar one*

in earb office.

LAWRENCE & CO.,

Bookkeeper's Daily Report,

For day ... _. 187

RECEIVED AND DISBURSED AS FOLLOWS:

Draft* mil Cheek*.

Pu»t Ofllce Money Order*,

("orreney •.

" Reentered

" Exprc««

Offlee

Dtpnalted H. * Co

F. N. B ,

Onr Cbeek» Returned

Cmh In Drawer '

D«i!t Elpetuvi Paid

AdrtrtUltur < "heckn Sent

" Returned.

B*laare In Bank

•• t.n.b

Applteailufu f<ir Clreulan

 

Araracaoo

- - lUtakkrrper.

Remittances.
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The following table shows the receipts, expenses, and what was

paid to Bnckwalter during the month of October, 1879 :

Statement of Monies received by Laurence $■ Co. during October, 1879. Stowing

the Daily Expenses and the Amount deposited to Credit of Bucktcaltcr in his

Bank. ».

Date. Received. Expenses.
Deposited for Buck-

waiter.

October 1 $835.54 $1,739.59

• " 2 986.50 905.30

" 3 1,183.03 544.38 $675.00

" 4 503.50 358.00 50.00

C 1,671.71 411.06 9-3.00

" 7 1,168.50 898.17 700.00

" 8 1,047.00 365.26 50U.UO

9 1,174.00 387.50 776.00

" 10 2,337.03 100.00 1.845.15

« 11 720.00 792.27 270.00

" 13 1,584.28 1,756.14 772.00

" 14 1,892.87 125.00 485.51

" 15 658.25 37.50 333.00

" 16 1,119.00 500.00 783.44 .

" 17 1,256.89 336.00 490.00

" 18 1,446.15 389.50 4,576.54

" 20 1,095.75 2,238.37 525.00

" 21 62aoo 104.81

" 22 470.00 332.95

- 23 685.25 25.00 4.87

" 24 436.07 159.50

" 25 613.73 859.45

" 27 1,661.83 76.45 955.00

" 28 1,275.02 1,658.15 675.00

" 29 1,369.92 50.00 877.42

" 30 730.50 697.n0 350.00

" 31 1,128.13 218.07 665.00

$•29,484.03
$15,996.42 $17,451.43

The difference between the expenses and Buckwalter's account

and receipts is explained by the fact that the clerks were not

allowed to keep more than a certain amount in Lawrence & Co.'s

expense account in Howe & Co.'s bank, and when it exceeded

this amount they were obliged to check it out to Buckwaiter.

The following exhibit, taken from the books of Lawrence &

Co., shows the number of applicants for their stock certificates

per month, during 1879 :
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January 812 August 2129

February 102II September 1543

xrh 1170 October 14:tt

April 484 November 1318

May 1154 December 1509

Jane. 1984

Jaly 1897 Total 16561

Below is the statement of the monthly receipts of Lawrence &

Co. for nine months of 1879 :

Mmrrb $20,985 57 September $26,726 85

April 17,994 18 October 29,4*4 03

Ma? 2-',04«< 28 November. 18,676 69

Jan* 18,777 00

Job 27,493 77 Total $206,189 90

Aagtut 23,91)353

With the exception of a few returns made for the purpose of

■till farther entrapping their victims, and of the restitution of

their investments to a few 6punky individuals, who would not be

r»>M>ed, the only return to the investors individually and collec

tively, for the $206,189.90 was tho "Royal Bounce." And a

pretty dear Royal Bounce it was 1 We have now shown as

concisely as possible the manner in which the public was fleeced,

the magnitude of the fraud, and how this Buckwalter managed to

•mire all tho booty for his own pocket. We add tho following

example of the heartlessness of the man as exhibited in a few

caw-*, gathered from the scores of complaints which were received

by niy*elf :

SOXK OP TBI VICTIMS.

A soldier's widow, in Maine, being sick and confined to her

nurni. liappencd to see in a newspaper one of tho lying " endorse

ment*" of the firm of Lawrence & Co. She had saved about

ti""'. which, except her pension money from tho Government,

«*» all "he possessed, or had to live upon. She sent down a letter

v> thov men, stating her circumstances, and telling tlicm how

anxious she was to increase this sum which she had taken out

*4 the bank where it was earning 0 per cent. ; for she was very

desirous of obtaining enough money to pay her doctor's bill,
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and at the same time to buy the necessaries of life. She was

buoyed up in a few days by receiving the usual notification that

she had earned 1 per cent, or $200.00 in addition to the money

she had sent. As was natural under such circumstances, she was

delighted, and anticipated being able in a few days to pay off her

little bills, and secure many tilings to add to her comfort. This

hope, however, was like the flash of the meteor that lights up the

heavens at night, only to disappear, leaving the darkness all the

more intense. Hopes aroused, were dashed to the ground, and

instead of comforts, followed keen anguish and disappointment

when the " Koyal Bounce " came, announcing that an unfortunate

turn in the market had swept away both capital and profit. The

fact was, as the reader knows, that no stock had been bought,

no investment made, nothing but a barefaced robbery committed.

A. gentleman in ill health sent down a $1,000 bond, upon

which there was a premium of about $150. This bond went

direct in the pockets of Benjamin B. Buckwalter, and the clerk

was instructed to write a letter, asking the gentleman to call at the

office. He called the next day, and was persuaded to allow the

balance to be invested, making in all about 1,150 shares of stock.

In a few days afterwards he received the " Boyal Bounce." This

gentleman was troubled with the form of heart disease that made

it dangerous for him to undergo any excitement, and rather than

have any publicity to his loss, and fearful of the excitement if

the matter was brought into court, he had to give up the entire

amount.

A poor widow, whose husband had been killed in a railroad

accident, had a few dollars left her. She was anxious to increase

it to a sum sufficient to enable her to pay off a small mortgage

on her little home. She sent her money to Lawrence & Co.,

stating her sad case. It availed nothing; but these wretches,

or rather this wretch Buckwalter, appropriated the liveliliood

of this widow in the most heartless manner.

A man out AVest, a poor man with a large family of cldldren

dependent upon him for support, owning a little house and

farm, read one of these newspaper advertisements, sent for their
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circular, received it, and became bo carried away by what lie

read, tliat he borrowed $200 and sent it on to be invested. In

a few days he was led to believe that he had made a handsome

thing by this investment, then notified, as usual, that principal

and pmfit had all l>een 6wept away. Recently he has written

a nu>-t heartrending letter, begging that something might be

done to recover his money, otherwise he must sell his home in

order to pay this $2<»0. Ho says, "I can scarcely support my

family even with this little house over their heads, and what will

become of me if my home is taken away, I cannot tell.''

A lady, old and infirm, having saved up a few dollars for her

old ape, read these newspaper statement*, and forwarded her

little earnings of about $100 only to be robbed in the same heart-

lew manner. Her daughter writes me a most pitiful letter,

praying that I will do something to recover back this money,

and saying that if she had the money herself she would restore

it and never have troubled me with tliis letter of appeal ; hut

twing very poor and seeing her aged mother mourning over

l.er 1on« day after day, she had hoped perhaps something might

be done towards recovering this sum.

One man sent 5'2~> shares of mining and other stocks and

never heard from it afterwards. A casual examination of the

forty thousand letters, seized by the writer in the office of thi*

concern, show that a vast majority of those who lost their money

wire in moderate circumstances, and many of them, indeed, very

p"ir. The thousands of dollars that went into the pockets of

tl.ia man Huckwalter, were drawn principally from the savings

«-f the industrious classes. Teachers, seamstresses, clerks and

•en ants are largely represented, while the higher classes of the

professions, mercantile life and government departments, contrib-

oted their full quota.
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CHAPTER III.

We publish herewith a few sample letters, taken at random

from the thousands before us. These communications are pub

lished verbatim et literatim.

A CONGRESSIONAL SPECULATOR.

Vice-Prksidf.nt's Chambkr, Washington, D. C, Oct. 28th, 1879.

Gentlemen.—Yours of yesterday at band. I have concluded to accept your

proposition. Enclosed find Certificate for 100 shares that you sent last week.

I have sent you $100,-]q<jV uy Adams Express. Please send me your certificate

for 300 shares.

I hope this may prove a successful venture and the begining of long

business relations between us. In corresponding with you would not it be

advantageous to both parties if I should write to an individual member of

your firm. If so please send me the address.

Very truly yours, C.

Box Senate P. O.

Messrs. Lawrence &. Co., New York.

Probably has his thirst for knowledge quenched in due time.

Tremont, May 8th, 1873.

Your favor of 7th inst. received and contents noted, you certainly make a

very liberal offer, at the same time would it not hold me responsible for the

$400 you would credit my account in case no profit would be realized ? As I

have already informed yon, I am responsible for the $200 sent you the other

day, and that I done in order to make a start, will you please, and give me

full explanation, at the samo time inform me how long time I will have to

raise the additional sum of $300 and would you think me safe to promise or

guarantee the $300, in case I can get a party to take the shares, I am willing

to do all in my power. But at the same time, I would not like to lose any

thing myself. I have all the confidence in your house, as this is a new thing

to me, I am anxious to know all about it; any information you can give me

will cheerfully be accepted ; what do you think can be realized if it is in

creased to the 1000 shares, as per your letter I merely ask to have your idea:

and what would be my gain. Please answer by return of mail.

Yours respectfully,

Theo. B.
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A. CONFIDING VICTIM.

Cixcixxati, Sept. 19th, 1379.

ItrMR*. Laww.nci & Co.:

GruU.—Toon of the 1.1th inst. reed, announcing the combination iu which

my investment w:ui placed closed; and incloeeing new certificate for 470

aliarra in a ni'w combination commencing with dale Sept. 15. I lio]>e the

new combination will work ont hausoinly; lam sorry my finances are not

In acoudilinn at present to avail myself of your kind offer to put me in a

$1.'*>0 combination, by my remitting yon %i~*', I will say however, I hopo be

fore any great time, to get working capital np to $2,000 in your liaml.-t ; and

keep it to that amount; and al>ove all the time; I think your plan a good

ooe, for opperating in storks; anil n» I am iiiexitcricuccd in stock H|>ecula-

tions; It certainly would be safer fur me to oppvrutn through you, than ta

risk my own Judgment ;

Yours very respectfully,

A. M. H.

A FEMALE SPECULATOR.

Wants to be insured not to lose.

Ewing, Ind , Dec, the 22, 1878.

Drmr Friend Larrtnee <f Co. i have sold my 2 houses and lotts and wish to

ta Veatigate in your combination the First of January i have 7 hundred and

l" dollars to put in if you will in shore me to kuott loose the principal i know

that tbe brokers bare good lurk some times in Baxters dt Co Bunkers 17

Wall Strecle New York there Book sent Free tells of what siicchs tha havei

want U> lice one in the lurkey nuinlter So lett me heare amediatly for New-

year* is clone i hope yon will register my ten back or give me tctin Shares in

another chance if knott i will try the Baxter one i will knott try un tell you

sell me bcare your Friend as ever.

to LarreDce and ( 'o. A. U.

Anot lier Female Speculator with a limited capital wants a little

certificate for a dollar. Womaulike she adds a jxistseript.

Nkw MiltoRD, July !?.», I"?"*.

Itmr .Nr—Dond yon remember that I sent you 1.00 for a certificate and you

•ltd not «rod ma one, but you sent instead a offer of more for 10.00 or 11.00

tto one I seat, tben I wrote yon a kotiikr letter and told yon that I was not

•bis la Uka more on account of aicknens Just now but I sent yon a nother

•Mar wich mad* 2.00 I hud sent you, j on said in tbe next letter that yon was

asrry I could not take in the combination so was I, but you sent me only one

ccruiscaco for 1.00 and I aiu entitled to 2 cerflfflcate. Now send me my other
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one as I dont like to lose my other now you received it because I have both

of your letters to that effect but probity you forgot will take iu your com

bination if I am lucky in this.

Yours truly,

Mrs. A. E. P.

P. S.—Should have written before but have been out of tdwn.

A cripple rolls around the streets in a chair, distributing circu

lars, and then is fleeced :

Rochester, Aug. 6, 1878.

Lawrknck & Co.—I Rcc'd Yours of Yesterday With Regrets this does Not

Look Liko 8 Out of It)—Makes instead of Loses. Now tbo first $25 I sent you

why did you hold out the Inducement if I would Send $25 More was it be

cause $25 was Not Enough to Take at one Time—You promise in Your Circu

lar that when Ever You Commence a Combination You will Notyfy all those

Conserned—After being to the Trouble of Talking You up to a Good Many

and Sending Round your Circulars—that I must be Ketched Twice in the

Same Trap it Looks to Me Like the Blackest Fraud I have herd of in Some

Time Now tliare is ono Way You can Got out of this—I want You to Scud Me

My Money and the Note or You will have to Come to Onr Place to See if it is

Fraud or Not. I Regret to have any such Trouble as I am sick and have no

Money to be Frauded out of and if thare is no Law to Protect me I can Write

a Tolerable Fair article for the News Papers and I will Publish you all over

Evry State in the Union if You do Not Send Me My Money and Note Yours

F. J. A.

I Never will Pay one cent on the Note and you cant Collect a Cent you

have the Check to Ask Me to Go in again I might better Throw My Money in

the Fire if I had any and if thare any way to Collect that §50 back I will take

all the chances to do it you Talk in your circular about Puts and Calls and

Lottery Tickets thay are Kings to your way of Doing Business. Let Me hear

from you or the first thing you will here from me to your disadvantage.

F. J. A.

Rochester, Aug. 22, 1878.

Messrs. Lawrence & Co.—I ree'd yours and My Note Enclosed which I

was Very Glad to Get—I will Say to you that it is 12 years the 8th day of

april Since I have walked a Step and after I Rec'd Your Notico of your mak

ing the Last $50 on Lake Shore and by your circular, which Says after the

first Month All Depositors Can With draw them Dcpoits or profits after the

first month I after I Reed the Last Circular that you had made $50 on Lake

Shore, I Wrote to You I would Go any Father in the Speculation and I wrote

yon to Send Me My Note and Fifty after Takcing out the pr Centagn, as I

thought I had Got Even all but My Trouble iu Circulating your Circulars I
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Rolled Round the Street in my Chair and Tryed to do yon Good and I am ac

quainted with as many as any Other Man in Rochester, for I have kept 5

Hntrll* in thin place and I have owned Two, but my Loug Sickness has made

sne p<»re &. when I sent yon the first $£r> I thought by Looking over the

Brooklyn paper and your circular it was almost a shure thing 8 out of Ten to

win and a Hundred out of $20 the Brooklyn man Got. I think as all things

hw Turned out I have circulated all of your circulars and if all had have

Tnrurd Out Right yon would have Got a pretty Good Business from my «ir-

rnUiinn. I think You mint* Put Me in to a Good Combination and Get Me

a Little Start for God Knows I Kneed it. I have Made a Little ont of

Watches this Sumer and Dickering Round, and you have the Whole of it So

I have not Much to buy Cole with for Winter. I thought the Chances was

<m»1 to Make and instead of Loosing all I had I am always thankful for

Small Favors Yours Truly. I am Takeing the Galvanic Batteries and I hope

tawy will do Me Good and I Can Get on to Feet again.

F. J. A.

A SUPERSTITIOUS SPECULATOR.

He risks Adams, Brown & Co. a second time, but not on

FrMlav.

Balto, June 10-79.

D mr.s:—Yonr F.ncourageing letter of 0th inst. at hand, and again being

controlled by your advice—will remit you $."■<) more to-morrow, which will

rrmrh yinx oq Thursday morning—making $100, in all now invested, and de

ar* that in consideration of the confidence now placed in you, that you will

oar jour utmost Endeavors to realize something handsome from it, and there

by dmU n»e a regular patron of your (inn—I might suggest however.—that

id Arittraev to my wishes, I trust that you will not put my money in any

paul that begins operations on a Friday, for although superstitious as it might

■■»a—I ran truthfully say I was never (not even aan'/y rrrr) concerned in

anything «n that <Uy but what it proved ill-advised—still all I ask, is to urn

ynwr best Jmlgemeut A. discretion—hoping the result may iuvarialdy be

fsvwrabie I remain

Very truly Yours

H. G. W.

A Pnetrnanter is on his muscle. He wants his money :

POST-OFFICE,

K., IL»ktfori> Co., Cora., June 3d, IH78.

F. P. P., P.M. L. M. P., Ass't P.M.

I-twarxcx A Co.—Kneloaed find Circular letter rer'd from you.

In rr?ly would any that it is altogether a too barr/arrd nit-indie, and I hereby

maans yon that if the $100.w» I scut you is notforikevming immcdiattlj. I shall



•>.••»» V»rk Post-office stopped;—this I

1,1 .aw - «iMkctaittut when swindling U carried

n fu*r i»»»t« and keep still about it, and

.u»u. ^.mugueid, and other papers as fonner-

itc. naiHi/ aud "showing up" myself, as

L—^u'l elfectually too.

, .^u-.u>iis iu payment—nothing short of the

• ..^•»eu-—I am not as " green" as you may

Yours,

F. P. P., P.M.

.!_• >y reporting the "barefaced

>».«.*. *o make money easy, and lays

w -!*c this fellow liimself got bit.

B., Nov. 21, 1878.

^m^Kcarefully i anu though I do not fully

k -IMLlY— '- get I BELIEVK you ; and this

-^ I tad doubted you.

|u^ OK therefore wish to state the follow-

LggiMfcutauvh here, consisting of 75 members :

lueo, avaricious and parsimonious.

« -v ■ ■ sweat of their brow.

I seat you say $20, aud at the

v the tirst proof. Next if, in the be-

s .id at its close, receive your

■ . . and as much stronger than the

■ •. Then last if iu the beginning

a at the cud of 30 days scud me

- persuasive that I believe I

. u> invest several thousands of

^gppiit of their speculations.

i.le my statements and told

o money easily. I wish the same

.. . ; . « til have your commission «Sc

^^Jfc^gjk xdttiaapprehension I will state my

i ^ s send me your check for $40 f

. w, will ;ou scud me iu 30 days
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Next, if I mnd you as a third operation $liX>, will you send me in the end of

30days,t*H>f

If you will do this, I ran hare sufficient ground to go upon, in my efforts to

arouw some of my rich fanners who would not listen unless the evidence was

perfectly satisfactory uud sure while they were yet ignorant of the method

and details.

I believe this method which I hare suggested will Iw beneficial to all con-

earned.

Please write by return of mail.

Address Her. J. D., B., Columbia Co., Penna.

Awaiting your reply and hoping my plan will meet your approval,

I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, J. D.

Called to account by one who watches the market closely and

has an eye to business. lie does not " make friends with the

dog that bites hira."

Mt. Plkasant, Pa., Not. 19.

Tours of Uth Inst, ree'd stating that you bod lost my money. It is just what

I expected. I lost confidence, in you ami expected to l>e "euchered," when you

a*ot me the certificate and 1 saw that you kept my money 10 days before

patting it into use for me. Squarely contradicting the answer to first question

ia y»ar circular.—I would like to know what you were doing with the money

oaring that time, while Western Union advanced about 13 per cent. And

what was ynu doing with the combination from Oct. 20th to Nov. 6th, when

ywa must have bought N. W. at 4.') A. sold on the 7th, the date of your first

notice. During all this time the stock market was active, and several Stocks

c« the list advanced 1 to 3 per cent. Even N. W. advanced about 2 per cent.

ta this time.

And again what was you doing from the 7th, when Western Union Sold at

04. to the Uth, when you must have wild a t>~i as it closed ou the 13th a 1*4.

Asm! in toe same time there were others on tho list in whioh money was being

aaade by some person. And why did you put all tho money Into only one stock,

vkea there were others Just as good as what you dealt in, and you might have

aaa>d> on those; and why you was only able to mako ono turn each six days

a^»i tl.st only on date of your report) would lie interesting to kuow. 1 suppose

yon made sure of your comi'sn, or would you liko to have us make that up

a* yoo. If the market had been dull duriug the run of tho combination, I

ild have thought nothing of your losing, but with an active market and

■ fluctuation in prices of stocks, the case looks to me as one of downright

I ar damnable itH/ndilf. And still you have the consummate "efcert" to

want as to send more money, " wbe'n you will do all in your power to retrieve

t»>e ioM to as"—As yon would make over pM**) in n full combination, in ono

tan, aad if jroa saved your comis'n on the last turn, (us you would likely
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do) you would be very well paid for your trouble. Besides the number of J

per cent, turns you might make aud we know nothing of, in which you would

cover your commission.

I am much obliged to you for the offer of your services but as I never make

friends with the dog that bites me, I shall decline. I think an analysis of the

" Combination Stock plau" should be written up, .as a warning to those who

might be drawn into it. Aud I believe I can do your business as much harm

as my $100 will do you good.

Youre&c. P. II. L.

HE FREES HIS MIND.

Newell, Doc. 27, 1879.

Gents : I wish to say to you that you may go to Hell and be Damned

which you richly deserve. But if you had been smart and made a good show

ing for me this month you could have Duped oure Town out of $.i00 Dollars

next Month. But I am glad it turned as it did. I shall spend money on ad

vertising you now and your Business freo of charge, and have mailed several

other letters for that purpose.

Yours over the left, O. O.

A EICII LETTER FROM A POOR MAX.

Cleveland, O., Oct. 14, 1378.

Gentlemen : I received your leter and was not agreeble suprise by the Loss.

The money in question, was bored money, and bored from a Widoed mother

in hopes that I might make more for her but the Loss has just about skiuod

her of all.

Now if you will allow me '25 shares in combination F, (wich was the one

that I wished to be ooneoted with before you advised me otherwise) and

charge me interest on tho same so as to give mo a start agin, aud you will not

be Lossers by it.

Will you pleas answer this leter and let me know your desision.

Yours truly, F. A. G.

A sarcastic victim pours out the vials of his wrath. He waxes

eloquent, but fails to get his money.

Hartford, Dec. 24, 1378.

Messrs. Lawrence & Co.

Gents : Your favor of 23d is received and contents noted. We had supposed

that the vast combination we were interested in would have moved on for
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thirty long dayea, bat ho the supremo skill and mighty wisdom of Lawrence

A Co. are brought in to play, and this immense combination is brought to a

flortommtc triumphant close (to L. & Co.) in the space of 2 short weeks. We

do not propose to pry in to the mysteries ofyour movements in Stock matters,

but suppose in oar case you used those two unering rules of success you scut

us in Pamphlet, we know not whether the Bulls or Bears wore predominant in

our case, but would just suggest that the Bulls were a little ahead, and just

now the thought came in to onrmiud that likely as not the success of theso

■•yafy Combinations (to L. & Co.) were affected by the buying and selling

•specially the Sell part.

Wheu we look forward to the near future and sec the results of these almighty

and mujrttic Combinations revolving on their axis once a week aud crashing

oat in their movements all pauperism aud distress from the land, wo are strnck

with amazement but what gets us and takes our breath from us as it were, is

the to us libeial and munificent offer or rather gift of 100 Shares for the paltry

•am of fiO.oo. This Princely offer was never before cxccled and never equaled

except by your last royal offer of retrieving our fortunes by kindly letting as

invest again. 1'e Qod* think of it. foO.OO profit on 100 shares in one week.

Y«u say in Circular sent ns that your patrons don't even let their friends and

arr|aaiiitsii<-es know the result of their investment in your huijt and all

»b*oi btmf Combination. I don't know as we blame them, but as for us we are

no such Men. So Sir re we give you full liberty to use our names anil givo to

the World at large, the result of our venture, in fact for a small compensation

we would ourselves make known the result by publishing it in a few of the

hading Pa|>ers of the day.

Yours,

J. B. n.

N B. Ho sure are we of the success of your prodigeous Combination wo

would like '*< mora Shares on the samo terms and conditions we received the

last » on, you furnish the capital the profits to como to us the some as in the

other case precisely. We hit vent figured yet the exact length of time it will

take us to ticconie immensely rich, by scuding our spare change to you, but will

la a few days and eend the result.

A loving spouse treading on dangerous ground.

DrxcAXNOM, Pa., Not. 2*, 1«T.

Yours with Certi8eate for Five .Shares came to hand In due time and thanks

tor the same. I am jnat as much obliged to you for your ofler presented to me

a* if I muld have sent yon the $Jt). My wife has in her own name lii'Kistcrcd

frrnds In am't $7iXHH). I shall try and get her to invest in your Combination

if y«m will insure a return of $3<M), to |T>(Nt, ami should I prevail u|>on her

tavestiag could you get her Coupon Bouda in place of the Registered lioudst
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I would accept your kind offer but it was out of the question for mo to do so.

Please answer the above in all of the particulars if I cannot get my wife up to

invest the $700, I will try hard for her to try §50 anyhow.

Yours with kind regards,

P. F. M.

A WRATHFUL EPISTLE.

Canton, O., Nov. 24, 1879.

Messrs. Lawrexce & Co.

Sin.—I received your answef-to my former letter saying you never paid any

aUeutiou to such letters as I had written you, but one thing and that is this

before two months go round I will get an answer of yon that will be worth

more to me and the country at large than the Five Dollars. I have made

arrangements with several Firms and allso written to the Mercantile agency

for terms for Advertising your rascally piece of buisness, and further have

written to a Friend in New York to look this up for me. You will see by an

enclosed letter what one Firm says of yon and I can give other proofs of yonr

doings and as I don't care if I over here of you again you may bet your life

you are going to hear frome me and that when you will least expect it. Snch

men as you should be entirely cleaned out of good society the same as they are

now doing in Lcadville and if I am not badly mistaken I think it will come

soone. I remain

Yours Resp't,

Jno. McF.

D. P. Herrick. Frank A. Egan.

Office of D. P. Herrick & Co., Bankers and Brokers,

43 New Street, New York, Nov. 22, 1879.

J. McF., Esq.

Dear Si;-—Yours of 20th to hand. The set of swindlers who do business

under the name of Lawrence & Co. are to well known to need any further

explanation from us. We do not know the agency through which they

advertise.

Respectfully Yours,

D. P. Merrick & Co.

Of course, the clerks had a laugh over this, and the pith of the

joke was that Egan had formerly been a clerk of Buckwaiter.

Subsequently this tirm, who are filled with such righteous indig

nation, were themselves compelled to abandon their fraudulent

business.
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A Letter Carrier wants to make money out of his companions,

and asks for more " material evidence" tlian printed circulars.

Chicago Post Office.

Omcs or Gkxbral Sufkrintkndent op Lrttkk Carrikrs.

Box and CJeueral Delivery Department.

May 28, 1878.

afaaaaa. Lawrench 4. Co., Bankers, &c, 19 Broad St., New York.

lirmilrmrn—I have Hie pleasure to acknowledge receipt of Circulars &c. and

intend m ainM in a few days. Lil»e most men, when entering U]>on n new

enterprise, I desire to pot in " telling licks," and thereby muke it interesting

far all parties concerned. To accomplish this, or rather to insure successful

rr»nlu in the undertaking, beside using a good deal of talk and references to

•Broraaful operations l.y other parties, it would help the matter along far

brtu-r. if material evidence could be produced, to back up the illustrative talk

oa the subject.

Why not then for once deviate a little from the usual course of doing

business, and act upon the sugestions hereinafter proposed.

The c bus of my patrons aa I have stated before are uuioug the 500 Post-office

•anpioyera of this city and a much leaser number among the clerks of commia-

■maivu in e\ery Carrier's District and on my route. All of those receive

thrtr rraprrtlvo salaries altout once a month ; (either the last or first of each

asnoth, aud they are rirft only about that time for a few daft. Now to the

puial: If I had for instance a communication from you, staling "that aty

invnatancnt, prntoDallg or as Agrnt, of a privions date, had secured me a gain of

a certain num," anil the samo were really accompanied by a check of fifty or

■tore dollars, my being able to show that would have a telling effect, and

would enable me at the pro|ter time to establish a provitable business first for

yaw and me, and later (with good luck), for our patrons.

I know from experience, that it is a hard matter to break tbo "Ice" to

brgin v ith, if your artillery used in battering down the outcrworks, are not a

bttie more convincing than Circulars and statements. But if you can show in

addition to those the muzlo of a "IJO pounder" in the shape of a check as above

■aggrstml, the victory is yours invereably.

Of coarse to act upon my sugestion you wonld have to trust an entire

•traagrr to you, and that would seem to be reason sufficient not to enter into

tat |>Un, even if you should decide on deviating from your regular course of

•Vang basincs*.

Bat I don't care which way yon decide, only I know, that if I could enter

tato mat h an arrangement with you, you would be no looser by the confidence

pUml In me, and I would be enabled to add a desirable item to my future

naroaac. and perhaps more than that, pave the first stepping ttoues to pleasant

aad profitable employment In the future.

Whatever your deciasion may be, I desire that you take my proposition aa
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offered in good faith and with the firm believe that it would benefit you no less

than it would me.

The'BUgestion will undoubtedly prove a novel one to you, but I believe

should bo worthy of consideration.

Awaiting your reply I am

Yours Very Respectfully, S.

he must be a quaker.

Department of Justice,

Office of the Solicitor of the Treasury,

Washington, D. C, Sept. 30, 1879.

Messrs. Lawrence & Co.

I am anxious to have a peaceful and amicable arrangement of our business

relations. I feel that I have been wronged—and all I a&k is my rights,

as an American citizen.

I have placed my interests in the hands of Hon. S. L. Woodford, U. States

District Attorney. He will communicate with you at the proper time. Please

be good enough to pay to Mr. Woodford for me, $50—that being the amount

in your hands, belonging to me—and his receipt, will be in full satisfaction of

all claims against you, by me. If I were a man of wealth, I would make up

my mind to lose it, and let it pass, without litigation, or further trouble. But

I am not able to lose it. You know, that I claim nothing more than I am

entitled to.

Two days ago I received a detailed report, containing minute particulars,

that would surprise you. I do not wish to make it public, if I can avoid it.

I mean nothing in the way of threat. I do not deal in threats. I do not pro

pose to assert my rights, in that way. When I intimate a vindication of my

rights, by appealing to tho law, and failing in that, by appealing to public

opinion, over my own name, through the public press—so far from indulging

in a menace, I merely mean to convince you, that I am laboring under the

conviction of having been wronged, and that I asls for nothing but justice.

In the name of justice, I ask you, in all mildness and gentleness—please pay

to Mr. Woodford U. States District Attorney $50 for me. I mean nothing

offensive or harsh. I repeat, that in order to make myself understood, I

have been compelled to say, what I would prefer not to have said. Please

pay to Mr. Woodford $50 for me—and let there bo an amicable conclusion to

our business affairs.

You are not airare of what is going on. I have no wish, of course, to see any

injury done to others, who are willing to deal fairly aud justly with me.

For the present, I will merely say, that through tho machinery of a certain

Department of the Government, results may be reached, which the ingenuity

of veil paid counsel (as explained in tho report I have alluded to; can not pos

sibly contravene.
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In conclusion, for tbe present, I appeal to yon, in the namo of jutlice, and

request you to pay to Hon. 8. L. Woodford fifty dollars for me.

Respectfully,

Two other parties, to whom I sent $no each, to invest for me in stock oper

ation*, on my application to them, and my appeal to tUuir juitice, have

remitted to me the $.V) I sent them.

a PRoposrno.v fuom a "

Canaskraoa, Dec. 38th, 1878.

Mr-suits. Lawrencb Sc Co.

Tour circular informing me of the loss of the entire combination that I was

rntreated waa dnly received. Yon ask for another " remittance*' promising

to return the loss, Ac. Now if I had the money I should try you itguin ou

ZA than* more, but what to do now I do not know. When I made you my

atast remittance I intended to keep sonic money invested all tbe time—the

year-round ; in abort I expected to be so successful in tliut combination (as

everything was to i»rr) as to get started so that I could withdraw the Orig

inal Capital ami still have enough to controll a 100 shares in another combin

ation. But let bygones go—the question is what is to be done in the living

prevent f Tiroes aro tight—I cannot raise any money now beyond, what

cttrrrat expenses consume. What can I do f How can I get a ilart on Ikit

mad to fortune f Cun yon make any suggestion or proposition f I had

tboaght of this—you aro Bankers you have money to let any time on interest

if wrll secured. Now if you consider it security enough suppose you pur

chase me 50 shares in a combination that you know will pay a profit and ore

witling to risk it and charge me interest for the 'to days unci so tuke interest

aad principal from my share of profits at tho close of combination. If yon

will do this I am your life-long customer and will procure you many others

Ian. Please do this and give me u start—but be sure that there is going to be

a profit.

Hoping to hear a favorable answer from you, that yon have made me a pur-

I remain yours Truly

A. 8. II.

A clerk in the Bureau of Education gets hit, and trio* again :

U. 8. Bureau or Em-cation,

Wa8II!NUT»!4, 1). ('., Sept. 35, IH7U.

Mr** as. LAWwrxcr. A. Co.

Dca* Or.vr* : I received the letter of the 83rd stating that you had made

an onlurkv turn « ith tbe combination in which I was interested. I must say

that 1 ass exceedingly disappointed. I was in hopes that 1 had pnt my money

6
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to a profitable use. As I informed yon when I made the investment that it

-was all that (it was) that I could appropriate at the time, nevertheless I

trust that yon muy meet with better success in the future. Please let me

know by return mail if you can make mo another offer like the one you made

me duriug the latter part of August. Which was, that if I would send you

an order for 50 shares, accompanied by $20 dollars besides the ten already

invested, that you would credit me for 20 shares, making a deduction of 7

per cent, and allow me benefit, and profit of the 50 shares at the end of the

combination f If so please answer at once, and I will if possible send you 20

dollars at the first of next month. Unless you are positivo that it would be

a success I cannot do otherwise that withdraw the amount already invested.

I cannot afford to squander my small earnings, as my wages are but $1 per

day. Trusting to your honor and hoping to hear from you at once, I remain

Yours Respectfully, J. J. C.

P. S. Instead of directing my letters to H. St. you may send them^o Bureau

of Education, Washington, D. C.

This letter iB endorsed " Yes ;" and so our friend learned more

wisdom at these rather high rates of education, $20 per lesson,

while earning but one dollar a day.

A speculator who lives in Utah, but denies that he is &

" Saint."

Nov. 22d, 1878.

Gentlemen :—

Your notice dated Nov. 14th is reed. I regret exceedingly the unlucky turn

it reports as it was my first venture. In my firm confidence in its success

aud in the honesty of the Firm—which is still unshaken—I have diligently

advocated your claims to reliability among all my friends and acquaintances

here who are waiting to see the results of my venture before they invested for

shares in your combinations. As it is I shall be exposed to their pity, and

your firm to unmerited abuse.

However I shall try to retrieve my loss by make another small venture iti

time for the operations of next month.

I cannot understand after selling at 974 how the rapid advancement of the

Stock should cause our loss. Will you be so kind as to explain this to me in

a few words.

One of your clerks in adrossing notices to me writes my name as followes,

" Geo. D. St. W. If this " St." is intended for Saint it is a petty slur, under

the supposition, probably, because I live in Utah I belong to the Mormon

Church, which is not the case. I am satisfied that the Firm of Lawrence & Co.

do not tolerate such invidious distinctions.

Very respectfully, your Friend,

Kaysville, Davis Co., Utah. Geo. D. W.
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A MODEST SPECULATOR QUOTES NURSERY RHTMES.

Washington C. H. Ohio, Nov. 21, 1*79.

Otmti.—After a careful perusal of your system of stock operations I must say

that I am well pleased with the same, and herewith fi>rw:ird, you I'. O.

order for Ten dollars (Ten shares; this is a very small beginning, but tis said

tail oaks from little acors grow.

And trusting to your long experience and good judgement I hope this " wid

ows mite,"' may take root and spread its branches untill it becomes a herculea

in t.mr hands: I mode an investment a short lime since and lost all, and

ntxl.r the present depressed state of the market it may not be a favorable

time to invest, but a downard market is us good as uu upward one so exercise

\ mit own i;i»«d j'lilgemetit and I will be satisfied, you send weekly report*) do

jw» not ; hoping to bear from you soou I am Yours Truly,

H. R.

ITiia letter shows that a fool and his money are soon parted,

and what a person ignorant of stock speculation has to pay for

experience.

Prtxckton, N. J., March 15th, 1880.

Ma. Anthont Combtoce. •

I are in the Sunday Time* of January 25th, 1*80, of your forcing the firm of

Lawrence A. Co. in seven caaea. I hold their receipt for money invested as

prr advertisement* to make so much. I am poor, anil he is a swindle. Ho

!lm protmvd me, and saiil when I wiu there to see, that lie hail sent me a

Cheek fur a 10t«» be has of mine, (profits .r>00) I borrowed the mouey to use iu

atorke and did not know a man could lie so.

Ila<e had a boil *|m-II of sickness because of my loasea and could not afford

the Uasra born sick ever since. I seen the notice in the Time* which I cut oat,

sad Uua is the first day I been able to sit up and write or inquire about it.

Plaaaa arsd me an answer, stating what are your charges and if it is possible

to grt an> thing from them and other swindlers in New York. I have a claim

again** Taylor ek Co., 43 Exchange Place for t'£t5 cash. Peck Sl Harris, over

Lawrence A. Co. 1150 unsettled. I). P. Hetrick &. Co. 4.1 New Street, about

111"' t'aah |»il in their hands and swindle me out of all, ami Suialley A.

UaV. Broadway, aent a letter of inquiry to them about fl<*>, I sent to tbem

t» Iterrtnher last. If yon can collect these, I will send you about $X>0 against

H- P ClIKert ax. Co. 17 Broad Street,—or was there before they ran away or

mated October 1st 1*79 and made assignment to his head Clerk. He took

si! of thrm. What a art of swindlers they be in New York I Lawrence A Co.

laral as be cheated me. I had some money then, and it and me parted. L. &

Cax toed me on by drat time paying 50 per cent profit, and when they got a

i to steal • tbonsand did it and lied about it.

Yours unfortunate
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Before dropping this precious rascal let us refer to one incident

in his career. Buckwalter by his plausible manner and gentlemanly

bearing, and with the connivance of others who were partly liv

ing off his plunder, managed to ingratiate himself into respect

able society. He was a guest in honored circles and while living

in fine style contracted for the erection of a palatial residence.

Just then the news was brought to him that proceedings had

been begun against Lawrence & Co. He was at once greatly

distressed, but concocted plausible stories and so evaded the in

quiries of his solicitous friends. But when, in the last week in

December, the papers one morning came out with the account of

my work in exposing him, and the gentleman of the house where

he was staying read the facts, this Prince of swindlers himself re

ceived a truly " Royal Bounce." He had not time even to pack

his trunk. Benjamin F. Buckwalter, " four-in-hand, tandum "

and all decamped in the night and disappeared. The thousands

of his victims who may read these pages, will learn with satisfac

tion that while at the time of this seizure in December, 1879,

his income was at the rate of $22,833.33 per month, on New

Year's Day, 1880, not a single cent reached him from these sour

ces, as all the mail matter addressed to him had been stopped, his

place seized and closed. From the four concerns mentioned in

the agreement as controlled by Buckwalter, over 500,000 names

and post office addresses were seized, besides about 40,000 old

letters and a large amount of papers. There were 22 cases, 2

trunks and 10 mail bags with matter in the same seized.

A CLIENT AND HIS LAWYER.

While it was very easy putting money into Benjamin R. Buck-

waiter's pockets, it was quite another tiling to get any out, as

those who tried to collect honest bills found. A circumstance

t!iat will illustrate both his greedy nature and the extent to

which his willing tool co.uld be used, is illustrated by the follow

ing correspondence.

A stationer furnished Buckwalter & Co. in 1876 stationery
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amounting to a little over $300. This bill remained unpaid dur

ing the following years of Buckwalter's prosperity, and after his

lawyer had drawn the papers and with a full knowledge of the

large amounts that Buckwalter was to receive each month, and

with Buckwalter's receiving from the first of September to the

time the business was stopped, over $57,000 ; notwithstanding all

this, the despicable attempt was made by these two men to de

fraud this creditor out of his just dues. The reader now may

judge between a client and his lawyer, and brand whichever he

pleases as guilty of a contemptible fraud, by the following letters,

which speak for themselves :

New York, Nov. 12, 1879.

Messrs. & .

Gents: Yours of 6th inst. to Mr. Buckwalter has been sent to me by him

from the country. If v-ou will send me an itemized bill, it may perhaps facili

tate a settlement if you are prepared to make it the same as the other cred

itors. Yours truly,

Mr. Buckwalter was, thereafter, found cutting a heavy swell at

Montrose, N. J. (Orange Mountain Station), with dogcart, horses,

dogs, grooms, etc.—fine house, grounds, and reputation. An

itemized bill was sent, when the following reply was made :

New York, Nov. 24, 1879.

Messrs. .

Gents : I have seen Mr. Buckwalter and told him what you said respecting

his prosperity, etc. He says it is a mistake—that he is boarding with a gen

tleman who has all the fine things for his own pleasure, and that he, Mr. B.,

is simply paying $10 a week for his board. He says: "Let them sue unless

they will accept 25*, which would be about fib." All I can say is, " Give

him a shot," if you think best. Yours truly,

A nice question comes up here : How far may a lawyer go,

and not violate the law himself by conspiracy with a criminal ? Is

a lawyer an officer of the Court ? Yes. Has the law any restraint

upon his conduct and acts ? Is he bound to respect the laws of

the land ? Certainly ! the same as any citizen.

This same man, it is said, secured all the funds for Buckwalter,

which were in the Fourth National Bank at the time that the

business of Lawrence & Co. was broken up—money, be it re

membered, belonging to hundreds of victims who had been
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robbed through the mails. And also, that he received from Buck-

waiter an annual salary of several hundred dollars.

It has been seen that this man was the arbitrator in the " Agree

ment.*' lie settled all claims and troubles. This was, doubtless,

to prevent the clerks from consulting any other lawyer, or ex

posing the " Agreement " to view of any one else.

u You pays your money and takes your choice " between the

two.
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CHAPTEE IV.

MARGINAL AND SYNDICATE OPERATORS.

There is another plan or scheme called the 1 per cent, margin

plan. This is equally as fraudulent as the above, as it was

conducted by some.

A word will show any thoughtful mind the true nature of

this plan. The same method of advertising exists. In addi

tion, circulars were sent to parties whose addresses could be

secured. The money comes by letter, say in the morning mail.

In this scheme it is pretended to buy a share of stock for every

dollar sent. One hundred dollars buys 100 shares. But how ?

In answering this question, the public, who are tempted to send

small sums to New York to be invested in stocks, will see how

very easy it is to lose their money ; and may be warned to send

to none but those of known honesty and honor.

The following circular will illustrate the inducements of some

of these operators :

Our Stock Indicator, No. , Dec. 8-9-10-11-12-13. Supplement.

Skin, Grab-Em & Co., Bankers and Stock Brokers,

No. —, Broadway, Now York City, N. Y.,

Purchase and sell on commission Stocks, Bonds and Exchange.

Dealers in Stock Privileges and United .States Bonds.

Interest allowed on balances according to the nature of the account.

MARGINAL OPERATIONS AND THEIR ADVANTAGES.

1st. Yon are risking nothing beyond the amount invested. Although your

profits are practically unlimited, you can in no case be called upon to pay

more than the 1 per cent, margin invested.

2d. You control very large amounts by investing very small sums. An in

vestment of §100 gives you the control of the stock of the par value of $10,000,

enabling yon to make large profits.

3d. You can mako money faster in this than iu any other way. By the
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exercise of • careful judgment in the selection of stocks, and with ordinary

good fortune, you can invent a Hinall amount and keep on reinvesting until

jour arrumiiluted prnlit* ore sufficient to give you control of imnienne sums.

4th. You can speculate to the same advantage at a distance from the city

so yoa could if here personally. As your risk is limited, you are not liable

to be called upon for more margin.

5th. By our system you get right at the market price of the stock the day

the order is received.

In addition to the above, other circulars and papers, containing

the fluctuations of the stock market, during a certain period, are

aU» i-cnt. The following note to correspondents also appears in

the circular :

TO CORKKSPOXDKXTS.

The following plan will recommend itself; and we know from years' expe

rience in the business of the " Stock Exchange," that loss in the long run can

only arise by forsaking the plan we now explain. To be successful, one must

be prompt, active ami decisive—seize opportunities at the right moment and

ft «n(Jk tkr tide. Slow and doubting characters will never make money in this

or any otlirr business. These we do not want. Our list of patrons includes

rvery profession and occupation, and numbers of people in every grade and

every walk of life.

The lar£e operations we are now projecting are of such magnitude as will

yield larger profits to our customers, wo hope, than any we have yet made,

anil it is probable that our o|MTiitiims during the next few mouths will ovor-

iw anything which has heretofore occurred in this market.

Tlii* table shown the cost of privileged contracts, as pretended

v» be operated by them :

F*!CE4 Of STOCK MAROrNAI. PRIVTLET.E3 FOR 30 DAYS.

The following tahle shows the cost of Privilege contracts. It will bo seen

that oar commissions are not charged until the close of the contract.

$10 will buy a Put or Call on 10 shares of stock.

(20 wiH buy a Dmhle Privilege on 10 shares of stock.

$25 * "I bny B Put or Cull on 25 shares of stock.

$50 will buy a Double Privilege on 20 shares of stock.

$50 will bny a Put or Call on 50 shares of stork.

$10O will buy a Double Privilege on 50 shares of stock.

$100 will buy a Put or Call on lOO shares of stork.

$200 will buy a Douhlo Privilege on 100 shares of stock.

And in proportion for any greater number of shares.

Pn % Urges for 00 days can sometimes be procured, but only by special agree-
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This plan is practiced by the cliques whose workings we are familiar with,

and gives the customer a much better chance of making money. It is our

greatest benefit to put our customers in the right stock, and make as much as

possible for them.

If you can use the care and prudence necessary in managing any business

whatever, there is no easier and pleasanter path to fortune than that opened

by the judicious purchase of Margin Privileges.

These great inducements deceived many people into sending

their money to these men. Once there, it went into the pockets

of the rascals who pretended to operate, never to be heard from

again, except that the sender would receive a letter, or printed

circular, notifying him that so many shares of stock had been

purchased, at such a price. For instance, if he sent $100 to be

invested in Erie, the operators would certify that they had bought

100 shares of Erie at, say .55. This letter would be sent after 3

o'clock, the hour at which the New York Stock Exchange closes,

and the figure .55, at which it was alleged to have been bought,

would be the highest reached by the stock that day. The next

advice, sent upon the following day, would be a notification that

they had sold out his stock for him at, perhaps, .54 or .53, the

lowest point marked on the Stock Indicator of the same day.

Now, instead of any legitimate operation whatever, in fact no

stock had been purchased at all, and the only transaction had

been, that the Stock Indicator had been consulted as to the fluc

tuation of stock on this particular day, and the certificates filled

out of purchase and sale as above.

It will thus be seen that a person sending money to a one per

cent, margin operator has no recourse, but is absolutely at the

mercy of the party to whom he shall have sent it.

THE " THBEE-PER-CENT. MARGIN PLAN.

There are other operators who have operated in the same way

on the three-per-cent margin plan.

In each case brought under the writer's notice, stock was

bought at the highest possible point, and sold at the very lowest.

The following letter is the story as told by the victim himself,
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and thows how a young man was defrauded out of several

hundred dollars by one of these parties :

New York, Feb. 3, 1880.

St*—On or about or between the 23d & 2Jth Ang. 1877, I taught of Messrs.

I>. 1). A Co., No. — Wull st., N. Y. City, on their advice, one hundred (100)

•hares St. Panl R. R. at .fiti; and lieing obliged to leave the city fur two or

three days, I gave instructions to the said firm "should the said St. Paul

U. K. stock, during my abscuve BiifTor a further decline, then to purchase one

hundred shares more of said St. Paul stock at .63. To secure those two

orders, I deposited in cash with said firm, as margin, one thousand dollars

tfltMii. The said 8rm, at tiro time said deposit was made, positively assured

bf that said margin wax ample, in fact, more than sufficient to secure mo

»r i-"-t any loss, and that I need have no fears of the market during my ah-

»wr going against me to an extent that would necessitate the said linn

rkMng n.e out. After leaving further instructions that they would hold on

as long as tbey could, I left and was absent two days.

On toy return, I immediately called on the aforesaid firm and then learned

fc«r tbr first time that the said firm had bought one hundred ( IIMIi shares .St.

I'sul R. R., at 63 per cent., as per my order, and I also learned that, contrary

to my order, the said firm had entirely closed me out at CI} per cent., the

Wweat point the market had declined to during my absence, thereby causing

t» ma a loss of say five hundred and twenty-live dollars ($.V25). St. Panl R. R.

stork had n Jt reached a lower poiut than 61} percent, during my transaction

with said firm, and at the time of my return the afore-mentioned stock was

qu»t««l at Cj per cent, firm, active and steadily advancing. During my

absence, when said firm closed me out, I had in their hands, solely to secure

said two hundred shares St. Paul R. R., as margin, ono thousand dollars

llftci, ami there remained a balance over and above all broker's charges and

dors, in their hands, to my credit, say over four hundred dollars ($400), which

■■unlit waa sufficient to secure me against loss had the stock reached nearly

tw» per cent, lower than the lowest price the market had touched, and had

said firm held on to my purchases as |>er my order s profit would have re-

Balbd Instead of a loos. 1 traded with said D. I), dc Co. under the impression

ttui they were honest and trust worthy. I take this course to recover the

•rtual loss of margin, though I had a profit in aaid stock on my return, and

I would have made considerable had said firm held ou to my purchases as

long as they were secured by margin.

Respectfully submitted,

H.R.R.

To Mm. Axtboxy Comstock, Nassau street, City.

And this firm in question advertised extensively in more than

three hundred different newspapers, under a fictitious name.

The details of a largo number of their fraudulent transactions
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have come to the writer's notice ; tmt enough lias been 6aid to

warn and prevent any sensible, intelligent person from being

robbed or swindled ; if not, then why waste ink and time over

such stupidity ?

SYNDICATE OPERATIONS.

THATCHER, BELMONT & CO.

Reference has already been made to these parties, and we now

advert to them to show the extent to which a single individual

may be duped. This firm was managed by George Chandler,

a former manufacturer of camomile pills in Philadelphia; a

man named Edward Weed, formerly of Greenwich, Conn. ; and

another man named Childs. Their circulars were similar to

those of Lawrence & Co., setting forth the system of " stocks

bought and sold on 1 per cent, margin ;" and also a " combina

tion of capital for operating in stocks at the New York Stock

Exchange."

The victim in the present case was a widow lady of means,

certain of whose friends and relatives happened to be known to

Weed. He sent to her, Nov. 19th, 1879, one of the firm's cir

culars, specially marking for her attention a section headed,

Classification of Shares.

Classification of 50,000 Shares.—No certificates issued in this

combination for less than 1,000 shares, costing $1,000.

Combination of 40,000 Shares.—No certificates issued in this

combination for less than 500 shares, costing $500 ; and so on

down to " 5,000 shares, no certificate issued for less than 10

shares, costing $10."

This firm, by letter, adds :

We mark in red ink on the enclosed circnlar the combination which we

would most like to have you interested in, $1,000 being the amount of each

certificate ; and from our relations with the operations in the stock in which

this particular concentration of capital will be operated, we feci every con

fidence in advising you to forward to us |70(>, and to let ns issue to you a
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♦1,000 share certificate, out of which, we tmat, yon will realize a profit that

will muff yon.

The market, for a few days to rnmo now, will bo most favorable to our

plans in securing our stock*. An early reply is requested.

Yours truly,

Thatcher, Bklmoxt A. Co.

In this letter, the swindlers also refer to the mother and a

friend of the lady, than whom none stand higher in respectability

and character.

The letter secured the $700, which was forwarded on the 20th

of November. In reply, they issued a $1000 certificate in what

they chose to call " a syndicate for operating in stocks."

With this certificate came also a letter, in which they said :

We enclose herewith certificate for 1000 shares in syndicate 5X1, the result

of which we feci confident in believing will be satisfactory to you aa well aa

to ourselves.

They also show themselves exceedingly obliging by saying in

the same letter :

We shall be pleased to advise you of any important movement, if you advise

aa that you would like us to do so.

»

In a few days they announce to this lady "a very handsome

turn for account of syndicate 583."

Then they reinvest it to ho operated during the next thirty

days. They then notify her as follows :

We shall form a new combination to operate specially in some stocks, the

transaction will be on a grand scale next week, and which we sbnll anticipate,

and would be glad if you avail yourself of the opportunity, to come into the

aww concentration of capital, and share any results of the speculation.

Yours truly,

Tuatcukr, Bklmont A. Co.

Thin lady, being cautious, writes to know if she is to be helil

in any way liable. They assure her, three days later (Xovemlter

2Mb >, that sho is not liable for anything beyond the amount sent

them. They then say in the same letter :

Tour understanding is correct, in that we charge T of 1 per cent, for buying

and the same for Belling, and 1 per cent, of the net profits. Tliern is no snch

thing in our business as an assessment. Lake Shore will probably be a divi
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dend paying stock in tho future, and, as you have probably noticed in the

newspapers, Mr. Vanderbilt has recently sold $25,000,000 of New York Central

R. R. stock, it naturally suggests to one's mind that the feeders to that Road

like Lake Shore will bo taken care of, and we are of the opinion that this

great transfer of stock presages great undertakings of many men from all the

financial centres of the world, London, Paris, Frankford and California

bonanza kings, and our great financiers, which in the very near future will

change the features of our whole railroad system, and to those who are in the

ring, greater fortunes will be made than auy one now living has ever before

seen. Our position, we feel confident, will benefit those who rely on our

judgment and knowledge in the investment of their monoy. We shall be

pleased to have you interest yourself to the extent that you are in condition

to do ; and we believe you will realize a satisfactory recompense in the result

of our operations.

The combination which wo wrote about will embrace subscriptions of from

$3,000 o $10,000, and Mr. J., of whom you speak in your letter, is now in

for $12,000 on that combination.

Hoping that you will decide as early as Monday next and advise us by tele

graph, we remain, Yours truly,

Thatcher, Belmont & Co.

It will be seen from this letter that the parties knew that this

lady,had money and were now going for a big strike.

On the first of December a lithographic letter is sent, announc

ing that Syndicate 583 shows an increase of capital of 3£ per

cent., and advises subscriptions to the new syndicates.

It will be remembered, in reading these letters and going

over these facts, that not a single dollar is invested in 6tocks.

Therefore whatever is said is said with the idea of swindling the

victim for the benefit of the heartless operators. Viewed in this

light, the following letter, sent on the 6th of December, 1879,

will be read with interest :

Our operations are cautious, and whilst awaiting the coming event for which

we are preparing our great combination of capital, the small increase of 3i

per cent, was hardly worth reporting; but, according to our custom, we notify

our patrons, at stated times during the operations of our syndicates. The iij

per cent, is in the amount invested, and was made really before tho combina

tion was completed in its subscription. There is a further profit on that same

syndicate, all of which can go to your credit in the new grand concentration,

the operations of which wo are withholding for a certain event to transpire,

which will more than double all capital in our hands in a short space of time,

as we confidently believe.
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Then came oat the fact that they had discovered that this lady

had just received something over $60,000 in cash from certain

stocks that had been sold. Then they go on and say, and this is

evidently what they believed in a short sjKice of time they would

realize:

We think too oonld employ $10,000, and your mother a like mm, to a very

great advantage, liy taking a thirty day venture in our great pool; and we

ft.l r.i'itidriit that you will regard our system of employing money more

jirrfrr-il>le than saving bank*, or of stocks which pay no m than 10 per

rent, jht annum. Certain stocks wo belicvo will within a few weeks rise 20

prr rrut., and our main object U to get that 20 per cent, for our patrons ; and

on our system 20 per cent, on $10,000 will show a net profit of about $10,U00,

or double the amount invested in a short time.

Wr telegraphed you that we had placed to your credit $3,000, which was duly

received.

It will thus be seen that they liad secured $3,000 more from

their victim.

During the month of December tlicy continued to advise her

of the transactions, which they pretended to be operating, and on

December 22 they Bent official quotations of the N. Y. Stock

Exchange for that day, marked in red ink, where N. Y. and Erie

advances from 114J to 120 and Hannibal and St. Joseph from

1«'7J to 10S, at the same time marking other railroad stocks that

had advanced or that were above par on that day. They also sent

a letter, laying,

Wr don't like to advise the investment of money for a permanent thing la

stork* above par.

They dissuade her from buying N. Y. Central or Erie R. R.

stock*, and enclose a list of bonds, which they claim are undoubt

edly secured by mortgages on good railroad property.

In this letter, the thought that this lady should invest perma-

ncttUr, seems to distress them. So for fear that she shall make a

permanent investment, tli us putting her funds beyond their reach,

they sent a letter the next day, in which they report as follows :

We enclose a statement of operation of Syndicate &0, in which you hold

■■ Uh al i? far $1,000. showing a profit of $520.0.1, a balance to your credit of

%l^O0W, subject to your order, as to whether we shall reinvest the same for
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you or remit for your account. * • » * We look for more favorable oppor

tunities during the next 90 days than since the panic of last month.

This matter must evidently have weighed upon the minds of

both members of the firm, as two letters enclosing duplicate

statements were sent on the same day by each of them, showing

that one must have acted without the knowledge of the other, or

else it was done to blind the eyes of their correspondent. Suffice

it to say that two days after the mail brought them a draft of

$5,500. In reply to this they sent a $5,000 share certificate in

Syndicate No. 630, also another certificate for 500 shares in the

same syndicate. They also received, in a day or two afterwards,

orders to reinvest the $1,520, and to forward certificates for the

same. This was shortly followed by $300 which had been placed

in this lady's hands by a friend, making a total of $10,300 that

these plunderers had stolen from her alone, and for which they

made no return whatever. Indeed, the very day that this last

amount of $5,500 was received, Chandler, of this firm, signed

an order, doubtless against his will, requesting the Postmaster-

General to deliver no more letters addressed to any member of the

firm, but to return all the letters to the Dead Letter Office. And

yet, after signing this order, and before it went into force, this

concern received $5,800 from this one lady, owing to the delay

of the order from the Postmaster-General.

ANOTHER SCHEME.

Another scheme to defraud is to secure small sums of money,

and issue what purports to be a certificate of stock, upon which

a monthly dividend is declared. These dividends amount to

sometimes 75 per cent, a month, always followed by a reinvest

ment and a demand for more money. Yery few will withdraw

capital invested when it pays such a large percentage. Conse

quently these parties are safe. If the reader will stop a moment,

and think, he will see that these parties can afford to pay what

ever demands are made upon them.

First, because they have a large sum in their possession.

Second, because but a very 6inall number demand their divi



BOGUS BANKERS AND BROKERS. 81

dends, and these are paid out of the deposits of others, while what

remains is the net profits of parties operating these rascally

M-hemes. Several schemes of tliis cliaracter exist to-day.

FOREIGN BONDS.

Others again deal in certificates of foreign bonds. They pre

tend to issue certificates that you own a certain bond, and this

bond is represented as liable to draw a prize in certain drawings

that take place on stated occasions. They allow you to buy this

Uwid on the installment plan, and pay #5 per month. They say,

that after the first installment the bond is yours. But, the

inducement to invest in this manner is that the bond is sure to

draw a prize, and that the owner thereof is sure to win. These

men know very well, that any person whoso mind is full of draw

ing a prize, will not, if they fail after the first few months, con

tinue to pay out $5 or $10 per month after they fail to win.

Here is where these parties make. The moment a default is

made in payment, they confiscate whatever has been paid in, and

they are enriched to the extent of the victim's loss. I have several

instances where poor women liave been induced to invest in these

bonds, only to lose all they put in.

Advice : Give these fellows a wide berth.

OUABANTEE BBOKKRS.

Before dismissing the subject of stock swindlers there is still

another fonn of fraud that invites attention, namely, the guarantee

brokerage system. In this case the circular assures you that

There ia do rUk beyond the nam invented. Ton can speculate to the name

advantage at a distance as if here personally.

A certain length of time ia specified for contract* to ran, daring which

period, eboald a downward movement occur it cannot affect the validity of

IW privilege. Yon can ttae the contract aa an inezhanatible maxgiu for turna

n I he stock.

Tb» amount paid for the contract in the flint place is all that is require*'.,

while large profits may he realised in an active market.

In tbix wlieme they guarantee for 124 P°r cent, to secure the

tender against loss. A circular setting forth the special advan
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tages of this plan is mailed to any address which these men may

have. The circular describes the system as an " Investment in

Stocks by Insurance Plan, Secures Safety, Profit and Prompt

Payments." Monthly Stock Syndicate, commencing on the first

of each month. Subscriptions of $20 upwards received, and

guaranteed against loss on 12£ per cent, premium.

This plan, following in the wake of the gross swindles before

described, and brought to the attention of parties known to have

been swindled (one of the firm was formerly a clerk of Buck-

waiter), would, at the first blush, commend itself to the party de

siring to speculate in stocks. Here is a guarantee that the

money sent shall surely be returned, less the commission for

guaranteeing the same, backed by the endorsement that money

may be made in the stock operation.

This system, as operated by some, was really as follows :

By sending out thousands of circulars through the mail, the

firm induced numerous persons to send money to them. Thia

money the recipients would employ in whatever stock transaction

they chose to carry on for their own benefit; and, at the end of

thirty days, they would return the same, less the 12J per cent.

In other words, they would have the use of thousands of dollars

sent to them each month and be paid for the privilege of using it

for their own interest and profit. From every thousand dollars

sent to them, after using it for 30 days, they deducted $125, and

returned $S75 to the sender.

Printed copies of stock privileges and stock operations, as sold

by respectable firms, would be 6ent, to induce the belief in the

mind of the victim that his money had really been used for his

own benefit.

It will be seen that by this plan the person who sent money to

them, had really no redress, nor would they really know that

they had actually been swindled out of 12J per cent.

It will also be seen that these sharpers made a very hand

some income; for on every $100,000 passing through their hands

they not only had the use of the money, but also $12,500 into

the bargain, as their net profits.
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It will also bo seen how very easy it is for a person pending

money into Wall Street to be fleeced out of it, especially if it

diall fall into the hands of unprincipled men. We read of great

fortunes made by skillful operators. Does it never occur to the

mind of our reader that, in order that one man shall make a

large fortune, somebody else must necessarily lose their invest

ments i The charge for buying and selling stock by some of

these parties is J of 1 per cent., while the regular charge of the

New York Stock Exchange is J of 1 per cent.

A* a sequel to this fraud, it may be interesting to consider the

method by which this man sought to meet the guaranteed

amounts in his hands at the time of the stopping of this business,

by the interference of the United States Postal authorities. These

parties were situated differently, as regards their position with

their customers, from all others. Though they operated in stock

for their own benefit, and though they had large sums of money

belonging to other people in their possession, yet when they were

forced to give up this fraudulent business through the mail, they

found themselves obliged by their guarantees to return all sums

intrusted to them, less 12J per cent.

AlxMit the day the order went into effect stopping their mails,

tlicy sent all their customers a letter, as follows .

Pram 8ik:

We. the nndeniijraed, have tliU day dissolved partnership, and withdrawn

baa baainrm by mutual consent.

All claim* referred to Att'y at law, Broadway, New York.

In about a week, the following letter was sent out, in a hand

writing which, to say the least, very strongly resembles the writer

of the above letters. The Attorney's name was, however, signed

to it. The recipient of this letter was one who had sent $10 to

be inverted in one of their syndicates. Ho had received a receipt

in the UMial form of a receipt for money paid, and on the back

the following endorsement, signed by the Ann, to wit :

* The within investment is guaranteed to the amount of $8.75."

The letter of the Attorney above referred to, said :

6
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New York, March 5th, 1880.

Sir—I am requested by Messrs. Deceive & Robem to state that just previ

ous to the dissolution of their firm, intercourse between their customers and.

themselves was shut off by Government authority, thereby entailing groat

losses and complications, which will prevent their being able to make any-

immediate settlement. They state their books show the balance to your

credit to be $8.75. • * « * They offer in settlement of tho

above amount their notes each for a half thereof, payable in 3 and 6 months

respectively, from their date. If you accept this offer please notify me.

Very respectfully yours,

Attorney.

Who would not take the notes of this wonderful banking house

in settlement of claims due ? They guaranteed their customers

to return all the money they should send them for the handsome

percentage of 12J per cent, a month. Just think of investing

money at the rate of 12J per cent, a month to be deducted from

the amount, instead of anything to be added to it. But they say,

we guaranteed to return $8,750.00 out of every $10,000 sent us.

We only asked $1,250.00 a month for the privilege of receiving

this money through the mail, and having it to use in our business

for 30 days. We are " Bankers and Brokers."

Usually in depositing in a bank, interest is allowed on deposits.

But it can never be expected that a syndicate broker would ever

condescend to pay interest ! Not much. Send them $1,000 and

at the end of thirty days they agree to take out $125, and kindly

return the balance to you. In the mean time, if they conclude

to dissolve by mutual consent, why they will settle with you

through their lawyer with their notes !

Query. How much will the note of one of Buckwalter'a

clerks be worth on the street ? What banking house will dis

count or " shave " these notes ?

Another view : By this means of settlement they have not

only their guarantee fee, but they have the entire use of the

whole amount for 3 months, and then the use of half of the

amount for 3 months longer, even if tho first notes are paid.

The writer happens to know that before the Government inter

fered to stop the mails, this dissolution of partnership had been
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acted upon, as one of the firm admitted, before lie signed .1

request that all letters to his firm be sent to the dead letter office,

or returned to the writers.

The statement of '• great losses and complications " may be true

from their side of the question, while it is undoubtedly true that

it mis the saving of money for thousands of those, who miglit

hare sent money, if the unlawful business of sending out their

circulars through the mails had continued.

What was their loss was gain to all those dealing with them.

One of this firm admitted that after this concern was wound

np he personally lost $2,500 in the gambling hells of this city.

Wa» this the principal 6ent there for investments, and was the Faro

bank the bank where their customers' money was deposited ? Is

this the reason why they must give two notes for three and six

months in order to pay back $S.75, the amount they guaranteed

on $1«> sent them for investment J

Let the victims answer these questions.

THE TRIBfLATIONS OF A WESTERN SPECULATOR.

During the summer of 1870, a gentleman doing business in

Evaii»ville, Indiana, was swindled by Lawrence & Co. out of $50,

ThU gentleman, Iwing a sharp business man, was not to be

bitten the second time, although they offered most remarkable

inducements for him to reinvest.

In the first place, ho sent Lawrence & Co. $50 to l»e invested

in one of their combinations; this was in July. A few days

afterwanls they sent him the usual printed circular, informing

him that he had realized a net profit of * per cent., being equiva

lent to $75 per UK) shares, making a proportion due on his 50

■hares $37.50, which, added to his original investment, made

$87.50. They then reinvest this in a new combination for 100

than*, send a due bill for $12.50. At the same time they propose

to Usuo a certificate, on the return of the 0110 he holds, for 2<>:>

»harr», provided he would send $50 extra, leaving the balance

doe of $50 to be deducted with 7 per cent interest from the

profits at the close of this combination.
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This gentleman, before making his investment, demanded their

references. They referred him to the Grocers' Bank. He accord

ingly wrote the Grocers' Bank, and received the following letter

from Mr. Joseph Periam, cashier :

New York, July 19, 79.

Dear Sir: The firm in question was favorably introduced to us by a highly-

respectable party, and they keep a good balance with this bank.

Very respectfully,

Joskph Periam,

Cashier.

This gentleman received repeated circulars, showing where this

new investment had made profits, sometimes £ per cent, or $50

on the 100 shares, and again £ per cent, or $62.50 on the 100

shares.

In the mean time he had learned in reference to Bnckwalter and

his connection with this concern. He therefore writes to the

cashier of the Fourth National Bank, where all Buckwalter's

thousands were kept, saying,

I would like some information concerning the responsibility of Mr. B. R.

Buckwalter. Have been told he does business with your bank. A reply will

very much oblige.

He receives back this same letter with the following endorse

ment upon it :

He keeps an account with us, but we can give no information about him.

He also wrote Lawrence & Co., the same day, making

inquiries about Buckwalter, and receive the following reply :

The gentleman you inqnire about is a private speculator iu Wall stifet,

from whom we occasionally buy stocks and also sell. We shall do our best

for you, and hope to be able to show you that we can, and do make money for

a majority of our customers.

At this very time let it be remembered that Buckwalter was

receiving $12,500 each month out of Lawrence & Co., and over

$22,000 per month was to have been deposited to his credit in

the Fourth National Bank, according to the agreement.

After a month had gone by, this gentleman, failing to recover
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Li* money, wrote a letter to Lawrence & Co., demanding his

money, and calling them swindlers.

Previous to this lie had seen an article published in the New

York Tunes of August 22, exposing Lawrence & Co., (and it

was this exposure that led him to inquire so specially after Buck-

waiter s standing.)

This letter of his evidently wounded these sensitive fellows, as

they wrote back, saying :

When you apply the term ■windier, yon are no gentleman, as a gentleman

d.irti not make false statements. The combination yon speak of as about to

rnt<-r, U ono railed blackmail hero and punishable by law. Tho ]>en picture

as you call it i* a» untruthful an tho rest of your letter. Unless you write iu

a decent business letter you will have no further attention paid you.

This gentleman seems to have determined to ascertain from the

different ones that had victimized him, or attempted to do so, the

true character of their operations.

In his dealings with Adams, Brown & Co. he met with the

came success as witli Lawrence & Co., and he writes back to

them, calling them swindlers and partners of Buckwalter.

He had learned from Bradstrcct's Mercantile Agency that

Buckwalter was a partner or connected with this concern.

As late as December 20th, 1879, Adams, Brown & Co. wrote

him :

la reply to your favor of l.'ith inst., we beg to say that, notwithstanding

Bradstrerl, B. R. Buckwalter h n no connection with this firm. We dou't

kjMrw anything about the matter you refer to.

Vet at this same time Buckwalter was receiving $S,333.33 a

month from this firm.

Tliie same gentleman had received Foxwell & Co.'s weekly

paper, called " Tho Indicator," and ho addressed a communication

to them demanding that they should cease to Bend it to him ;

and in reply, received about tho middle of December last, a short

time before tlioir business was stopped, a letter from which wo

make tho following extract, as showing tho cunning and preten

tious dignity of Foxwell & Co. :

It L* rarely our privilege to be iu receipt of so scurrilous a missive aa yours
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of the 11th. The class of people yon refer to (Lawrence & Co.), we know

nothing of. Possibly, from the familiar manner in which you speak of them,

you do. We are members of the Board of Produce [this was evidently

written for effect, as over the word Produce in red ink was written the word

"Brokers"], which establishes two facts—first, above all, respectability;

secondly, financial power to do the best which we undertake. We shall con

tinue sending the "Indicator" until the mouth is past, as your namo is on

our mailing list, after which time, you having had time to consider the harsh

ness of your note, we will discontinue if you so order.

Your obedient servants,

Foxweix & Co.

This man, Foxwell, is the " elegant gentleman " with whom

Buckwalter boarded at $10 a week, and who had " all the fine

things for his own use."

We give a cut of his banking establishment as represented on

his circular. [See page 89.] ,

It will be enough to say that while the picture represents

fairly the large and commodious building on Broadway where

his office was, it was not owned by Foxwdl <& Co. ; their sign

was not up as represented, and this man, an intimate friend of

Buckwalter, and living in and keeping Buckwalter's house out

near Orange, N. J., occupied a small office, and there conducted

a business of such a questionable character that he came volun

tarily to my office, and signed an order to have the mail going to

this concern sent back to the writers.

It is not remarkable that this man should thus have charged

them with being swindlers, and should have been annoyed at the

receipt of the circulars and letters from these different parties.

He seems to have been a target at which these fellows shot their

circulars.

In addition to those already named, judging from the amount

of correspondence he has sent the writer, for some two or three

months he must have received almost daily circulars from some

of these parties.

He received a letter from Peabody, Chase & Co., 67 Wall

street. Upon writing back to know how they got his name, they

informed him

That it was handed us by some friend or acquaintance of yours, who had
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tried our system to operate in the stock market, and having been successful,

was so satisfied with the working of it that he gave us the names of several

parties in your vicinity, who would be likely to invest.

Then they solicited a snm for investment.

Evarts, Barnes & Co. was started by one of Buckwalter's clerks,

who printed Lawrence & Co.'s circulars almost in duplicate.

During October and November they constantly urged upon this

gentleman the propriety of entrusting his money to them for

investment, promising large profits. In one of their circulars

they say :

Many stocks have fluctuated fully 25 per cent, in one week, paying profits

of $2,500 on each 100 shares; while profits of from $500 to $1,000 on a week's

investment of $100 are common occurrences.

Then, thinking to bait a trap with a more tempting morsel

still, they say :

If you are an old customer, we do not need to remind you of the great suc

cess we have had in operating our Syndicates, or the largo profits we have

paid you.

This concern struck high ; it did not propose working for small

lots, but offered their shares in sums of from 100 to 500 shares of

$1 each, only.

As a pleasant sequel to Lawrence & Co.'s indignation, it will

interest the reader to know that, after their business was stopped,

they were obliged to return to this gentleman the money they had

received from him.

Attention has been called to the number of circulars received

by this one man, and, as showing a link in the chain that binds

men in the advertising by mail business together, we give a list

of firms who persistently fired their paper missiles at him.

In addition to those already mentioned we add Benedict & Co.,

Alexander Frothingliam & Co., Ithamar Dibbell & Co., and

Smalley & Gale.

It was not an unusual thing for similar quantities of this matter

to be forwarded to parties who had dealings with any one of these

concerns.
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CHAPTER V.

THE LEECHES.

BAXTEB A CO.

We now come to perhaps one of the meanest varieties of this

entire set of stock swindlers.

Some have called them the Leeches, because they hang on and

suck out the very life blood of the victim. Iu other words,

having once got hold of part of a man's money, they keep on

nntil by threat or otherwise, they have extorted from him the

la*t penny.

Out of a largo number of cases that liave been brought to my

notice, the following is a specimen of the manner in which Bax

ter «fc Co. drained their victims.

On page i'2 is a copy of the first page of a circular, of some

thirty-one pages, which they sent out gratuitously in answer to

their newspaper advertisement. The circular continues as fol

lows:

BATS iNVKSTitr.vra.

By the aid of this Pamphlet all may have an equal chance of reaping a golden

harvest, and wi> shall show tliut men of auiall meana may do a large business

la storks without Incurring the umiul risks, aud yet succeed in a comparatively

short time in making a fortune.

W» propose to exhibit a method of dealing in atocka which ia fuat growing

in favor, and which ia destined to be the plan followed by all prudent o|ier-

atore. Thla U the Privilege system of I'uta, t'alla, Spread*, and Straddle*, aa

these eootracta are technically called.

A eocceaaful man In trade, or one in receipt of an income beyond hia proa-

rot etnrtiara, often deairea to Invest hia surplus, and ao iucreaae hia means aa

to enable him to take a higher step in life.

For the aame reaaon thoao who have been dUap|>oiuted in mercantile specu

lations tarn their eyee to the murt where money and It* valnea in the rloae

tana of stock* and Ih.h.U ia easily tumeil, and the rnault more speedily known.

Money gravitatea to a centre. In thla country ita centre I* Wall Street, and

from that seething whirlpool are thrown up the greatest fortune*.

All knowledge, of whatever kind, ia best gained by the one who haa an in

terest in hia atndiea. In following this out, the method of doing a business

m atocka ia easily learned. If yon have a 100 share Spread on Weatern Union,
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jroa are going to watch the market reports, will compare its movements with

those of other stocks, will reud about them all, ami in a short time will be

master of the theory. The practice, of course, you leave to your broker, who

ia on thr spot, and will look after your interests u.s after his own. They are,

in feet, identical, as his business is supplied by his customers, and he will not

low tliein if he can help it. He is, moreover, bound by the stringent rules of

the Stock Exchange, where millions of values chauge owners by a nod, and

where leas than a word is better than many bonds.

It would be inferred from this cut that Baxter & Co. were

prominent bankers, connected with the New York Stock Ex

change by telegraph wires running froiri that building into their

office ; while the fact is, that this concern when suppressed occupied

two dirty rooms on the third floor of No. 7 Wall Street, on the

opposite side of New Street, and west instead of cast of the

Stock Exchange.

Hail you entered this office you would have found the only

aperture, in the high partition that enclosed their private office

from the door, a little hole about high enough to admit the flat

of a man's hand, or, in other words, about the size of the aperture

<-f a drop letter box in the post office. Once inside of the private

om«t\ where the correspondence was carried on, you would also

have discovered a l>oard, fixed up as a screen, so that no person

entering the outer office, which consisted of a space alxnit six feet

square, could see the inmates of the office through the opening

before referred to.

This office, in January last, was occupied by two men, one

calling himself James Brown, manager, and the other, Richard

Baxter, Jr., proprietor. The latter was a lwardlcss youth, the

former a gray-liaired and l>carded man. Besides these two men,

tin-re was one clerk employed to send out circulars, and answer

correspondence.

()n my calling to investigate this concern, I asked for their

book*, bank ledgers, stock books, etc. ; but failed to see either

any books or any place where they could tw kept in this office.

Tl>e business of the concern was done exclusively, as the manager

informed me, through the mails.

The following adverti.^euicnt ap]>carvd weekly in hundreds of

fjcwspaiiurB, and will no doubt be familiar to many readers :
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$10
to $1,000 invested in Wall Street stocks makes for-

«i51U tunes every month. Book sent free explaining everything. Address

BAXTER & CO., Bankers, 17 Wall street, New York.

A letter written in answer to this advertisement, asking for

particulars, would bring back the thirty-page circular before re

ferred to.

This circular is essentially similar to that of Lawrence & Co.,

which has already been described, and in it every inducement is

offered the recipient to entrust his money to this firm. A single

case will serve to illustrate the precise methods of the concern,

and it is one of the cases where Baxter & Co. have been obliged,

since they were closed up, to refund the money to the man, from

whom they had stolen it.

In response to the circular, a sum of money was forwarded,

which was acknowledged as follows :

Office of Baxter & Co., Bankf.ks and Brokers,

17 Wall Street (next door to Stock and Gold Exchanges),

P. O. Box 1431. (removed to No. 7 Wall Street),

New York, June 26, 1879.

Dear Sir—Your favor of 24th instant is to hand with $21.50 in payment of

privilege as per certificate herewith. Will manage it for you as you deBire,

and in our present active market have no doubt we will soon have a good

profit to report.

We have an excellent 25 share spread or double privilege on St. Paul we

would like you to have as well, for it is takeu at such favorable terms as must

leave a large profit now that there is sure to be so much speculation in the

stock, and being the doublo privilege it will make whichever way the market

may go. Will hold the contract for your reply with remittee per $53.13, and

advise you by all means to secure it. Yours truly,

Baxter & Co.

It will be observed that at the start, Baxter & Co. say, " We

will manage it for you as you desire," and that they at once also

manifest a very lively interest in this new customer, and would

like him to take an " excellent " 25 share spread, promising " it

must leave a large profit."

This bait, however, did not take ; the party refusing to send

$53.13 more, as requested in their letter. Therefore, on the 7th

of July, the following letter announces that they had made a

mistake :
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P. O. Box 1431. Baxter &. Company,

Raxkkm axd Brokers im Stock Privileges, Stocks, Bunds and Colo,

No. 17 Wall Street,

(Next door to Stock and Gold Exchanges.)

Removed to No. 7 Wall Strkkt.

New York, July 7, 1879.

Dmr .Sir—Your favor of 5th inst. is to hnml. But we find that our letter to

too of the 3d va.i all a mistake iw we were there referring to the contracts of

a different person altogether, mid therefore we do not wonder that you did

not understand the figures. Pray excuse the blunder, but we bod so tnany

routracts to close and advise on that day that it is perhaps excusable. What

_vni should havo bwn a<I vised of was the, following. We elianged your Call

on Lackawanna to a Put on St. Paul but it was 'JO shares cV not 10. The fol

lowing waa the return :

Put 20 shares a 54

Closed " 52

2 per cent $40

Less com closing 2.50

Net $37.50

And thi« we reinvested for yon In 7.1 share* costing $79.70 leaving a balance

do« by yon. of $12JA>, which please remit when we will send you the new con

tract.

The retarn of $37.50 Is the amount you get by the Privilege and we think

yoa should consider it a very good return in so short a time as H days. You

a*k what became of your $21.50. We reply—%il.'£> was paid for the contract

A Ibe remaining 25o we have here so that all you need remit for tlio new

privilege is $41.95. The privilege on 20 shares cost you $.'1.25. It returns

$37.'0 or a clear profit of $16.25 in eight days time. Wo hope to do still

brttrr w ith the new one A, build np an active and profitable account for

Please remit ss soon aa possible. Yours truly,

Baxter &. Co.

M.

[See "Privilege" on p. 9fi.]

"Hie party rcU-lfl against this procedure, and will havo none of

it ; tlu'y had bct-n instructed to close it out, and to return to the

investor, and ho writes them accordingly, lie receives tho

following letter, announcing that tlio investment has l»een made

in 75 aliareH and threatens, that unless tho balance duo on the

contract bo paid, tho whole will bo lost. Nolo the plausible

manner in which tho writer in this following letter winds it

op.
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THREAT NO. 1.

[ Same Heading.]

New Yoiuc, Jaly 11, 1873.

Dear Sir—Tour favor of 9th inst. is to hand. Tho investment however haa

born made in 75 shares, as advised yon at it cannot be recalled, nor indeed

would you desire it, but tlio balance due on the contract koe to be paid

*tkmri*e the whole trill be lost which wo trust yon will nut permit. .If you

eacnot send all at onco remit part now and the remainder after and wo will

bold the contract for you. When the new privilege is closed, we can then

limit the reinvestment to the actual proceeds or make such other disposition

at them as you may desire. Yours truly,

Baxter 4 Co.

The party to whom this letter was sent then demands their

references.

The following letter received in reply, will show still further

the canning craftiness and deceit of these knaves.

[Same Heading.']

New York, July 17, 1879.

Anar Sir—Your favor of 14th inst. is to hand. We are holding tho contract

tot you and trust yon will soon remit the balce due on it.

Wr have minj rmlomrm in your errlion but as they would not like that every

•or nbonld now that they are operating in Wall Street, it would never do for

bs to fire their namei. A linker and his client* must bo strictly conJldrntuU

■ilk mek Mker. Youra truly,

Baxter 4, Co.

U.

For fear of losing his $37.50 the dupe at last forwards the

balance of $41.05. In reply he receives the following letter,

which announces that his privilege runs out on the 2d of August.

[Same Heading.]

New York, July 2t>, 1879.

T*mr Sir—Your favor of 24th inst. is to hand with $41. '.*.'• balance in payment

•^ your new contract as per cerlif herewith, and on which we hope soon to

report another good profit. This privilege ran* out on the 2d of August.

Yours truly,

Baxter A. Co.

M.

It will bo teen that this torn reported a very largo profit, to

7
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wit: $243.75 net on an investment of $79.70 as shown by the

following letter :

bait no. 2.

[Same Heading."]

New York, July 31, 1879.

Dear Sir—We have now to report the closing of your Lake Shore stock as

under:

Closed 75 shares a 79J

Call " 76J

:)f per cent. $253.12

Less com closing 9.37

Net $243.75

And this we have reinvested for you in a spread on 150 shares costing

$318.75 leaving balance due of $75 which please remit as before, when tee will tend

you the new contract. We think you told us you could not remit uutil after

the 2nd and we have accordingly arranged to hold over the privilege for you

until the 5th.

Awaiting your remittee of $75 hy that date we are, Yours truly,

Baxter & Co.

M.

It will be observed that, notwithstanding the instructions of

this customer, to sell out and remit and not reinvest, he is closed

out, and immediately another investment made, bringing him

further into debt to this concern to the tune of $75.

For an ordinary dealer, unused to the ways of these men, it

would be natural, to suppose himself on the high road to speedy

fortune, but this particular man had had experience. Having

been defrauded before by similar schemes, he was for closing out

these contracts, and getting back his money, yet each transaction

brought him more and more into the power of these leeches.

He writes on the 1st of August, demanding his money. The

following letter was sent to him in reply, and speaks for itself :

[Same Heading.]

New York, Aug. 4, 1879.

Dear Sir—Your favors of 1st inst. are to hand. Altho' we named the 5th

inst. for your remittee there is no such hard and fast binding for that date, so

as to imperil the Contract and in order to oblige you we have had the time

extended so that you can tend ut by return mail at much at you then can make

it convenient to remit and the balance you may foricard somewhat later. This
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a the very best arrangement we can make for yon, and we trust yon will at

once art upon it. When the new Contract is closed, we can then make such

disposition of the proceeds as yon may direct. Yours truly,

Baxter <fc Co.

M.

Would any legitimate business man, especially a banker, be so

anxious about the small sum of $75, where the profits were to be

75 per cent, on the amount invested, and that too to be returned

inside of 30 days f

To this letter the victim writes a sharp reply, and complains of

having been unfairly dealt with by others. This oily New York

rascal consoles witli him, and argues that it is all the more reason

why lie should complete the payments of this particular case,

•waring him that when this is done his express directions will

be carried out :

[Same Heading.]

Nkw York, Ang. 19, 1879.

/tear Sir—Yonr favor of ICth iust. is to band. You must not blume ns for

■taking the very best investments we could for you, nor visit upon onr heads

tbr nnYwrr* of others. We can quite umlerstand your feeling tore orer the

U— of foar oilier in rcttment but all the more reason why you should bestir

ynorwlf ami complete the payment of this 150 share spread in order that ire may

mmlr Mf jour lititre for yo«. When this contract is closed, you can give at

sxpstas directions irsnt to Ho with the proceeds. Your instructions will be

mtrwrtlg carried ami. In order to suit your convenience, we have arranged to

bold over the contract till next week, but we trust you will send as much as

yo ran this week so that there may bo no delay. This is the best arrange-

bbmi we can make for you. Yours truly,

IiAXTKR & CO.

M.

This letter brings on Aug. 19th, $21.85 on account, from the

victim. This not satisfying the leeches, the following telegram

■• sent on the 27th of August :

No. 1. Tnr. Westkiw Uinow Tki.kgrafh Co»axt.

Dated New York, 27, 1*79.

It to absolutely necessary that tho balance is paid by tho twenty-eighth

4o not fail t« remit in time.

Baxtkb 4. Co.

The same night with the telegram, was sent also the following

letter:
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[Same Heading.]

New York, Aug. 27, 1879.

Dear Sir—Your favor of 25th inst. is to hand, -with $21.85 on account, and

we trust you. will promptly remit the balance still remaining, because, until that

is paid, we can return no profit on the privilege. We shall hold over the con

tract for your reply, and if you have not already sent off the amount, we trust

you will not fail to do so immediately on receipt of this.

Yours truly, Baxter & Co.

M.

This letter is literally true ; for until the remittance came there

was no profit on this last venture for Baxter & Co.

Failing to secure more money, Baxter & Co., on the 6th of

September send the following letter, showing the total loss to the

customer of all moneys that he had invested.

[Some Heading.']

New York, Sept. 6, 1879.

Dear Sir—Your favor of 4th inst. is to hand. When we wrote you on the

27 ult. we told you that we would hold over the contract for your reply to

that letter, with remittee for the balance due on the 150 share contract.

Hence our not writing you since. We now report the expiration of the con

tract, but as the stock is selling at 67, we can neither put nor call the 150

shares, and consequently the privilege gives no return, tint* ending the invest

ment.

Yon must not however be discouraged by this, but when you have the funds to

spare, take another privilege, and we have no fear but in the end you will

come out successful. Yours truly,

Baxter &, Co.

M.

After repeated demands, the victim writes that he sent, in all,

$85 in cash to these parties, and he calls for its return. In reply

he receives the following sarcastic letter :

[Same Heading.]

New York, Nov. 17, 1879.

Dear Sir—Your favor of 13th inst. is to hand. You say you sent $85. Did

you send that amount here for the purpose of our returning it to you t Did you

not send it in payment of the several privileges which you had, some of which

realized excellent profits? That's what the money was paid for; and now,

because the last contract gave no return, you think we should be the losers.

No, no. When you speculate and win, you get all the profit, and in like man

ner, when you lose, you must stand the loss—not some one else. Be reasonable

in these matters. Yours truly,

Baxter &. Co.

M.
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It may be of interest to the reader to learn that the amount

lost was subsequently returned to the sender through the inter

ference of the kw.

The above practice seems to have been the universal method of

this office. In another instance brought to the writer s attention, a

clergyman lost over $270 in the same method, by this same concern.

Another instance: A man in New Orleans was forced by these

men, in order to secure the little money that he had sent on to

them, to go and liorrow money. This was during the time of the

yellow fever. The poor victim wrote back, telling them how

depressed business was, and how very difficult it was to get money,

and that lie had sent them all he had, and begging them to return

it to him. Instead of that, however, they kept at him in a similar

manner, until they induced him to go and borrow money.

Having done that, they took the entire amount.

The following letter is added as a word of warning ; it is pre

cisely as received at this office, and is in the same handwriting as

many of the above letters written by Baxter & Co. It sjieaks

for itself, and I believe it to be genuine :

P. O. Bos X75H. James Brown, Banker ami Broker,

Dealer in Stork* and ItmnU,

(M and (iti Broadway and lit New street.

New Yore, July 11, 1*».

Ptmr Sir—I take tli« liberty of sending yon one of my cards to let yon know

Uiat I am now in Iniftiuess f>n my own account, and to aolicit the favor of any

enters yon may have In my line in this market. I recul to yonr recollection

the fart of my having been correapondent with Baxter A Co. when yon called

an that Ann aome time ago, and it U th>- friinkncHH of your conversation with

aae on that occasion which haa prompted me to take the liberty I now do.

I am not aware if yon are atill operating in stocks, and, if not, kindly excuse

sdt tbns trouMinu yon ; lint, if you are, and will care to entrust me with any

at }<mr orders, I run ansiira you that it will lie my study ami desire to give

yea) every satisfaction. I have no connection with any other house, and my

radea » at is to eiccntc whatever orders I have to the very best iidviintn'.'c

Mid* is essentially a commission business, and therefore the mure I run iraUe

far say patrons the brtter I know it will be for me.

The market haa been comparatively quiet for aome days past, but there urn

indications of renewed activity in many of the leading stocks, and important

changes may soon take place. Respy,

James Brown.
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It has been already published in the newspapers that the head

of this firm, Richard Baxter, went to Europe not a great while

ago, taking with him $700,000 worth of Government bonds.

I do not vouch for the truth of this ; but, that he made thousands

of dollars I am fully assured. Upon my demanding references

of these men at my first interview, they gave me the name of a

prominent banking house, telling me that they bought their

bonds there. I went immediately to this house, and learned that

on three different occasions a certified check of Richard Baxter

had been brought there to pay for $10,000 worth of Govern

ment bonds that had been sold him, and not railroad stocks for

speculation or syndicate purposes.

It is well to observe here that in every case which the author

has investigated, he has found that so long as the party sending

the money responded to the Leech's demands for more, just so

long did they continue to make profits for the victim—on paper ;

but when the refusal came, and the victim not only stopped

sending more, but demanded his money back, he was closed out

under one excuse or another, without the return of a single cent

of his money.

And further, in all the cases and all the complaints received

and now in hand against this concern, in not one single instance

have I known of a dollar of money being returned, except some

few hundred dollars, which they have been obliged to restore

since the recent exposures.

SIMPSON A CO.

We cannot bid farewell to the bogus bankers and brokers until

we have paid our compliments to the firm of Simpson & Co.,

which is worthy of consideration here because the principal men

in it were notorious characters. It was located at 49 Exchange

Place, and was composed of J. M. Pattee and John F. Bar

rett.

In introducing these two cliaracters, we shall not now tarry over

Mr. Pattee, as he will figure conspicuously hereafter. But as we

shall have little to say of Mr. Barrett, we desire to dwell a mo



BOGUS BANKERS AND BBOKEKS. 103

ment in order that the public may have a just conception of t his

** Old and liclialAe Banking lluwe'''

The writer lias a certified copy of an indictment filed April

20th, 1876, in the Superior Criminal Court for the Parish of

Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, wherein " John F. Barrett, Jr.,

is cliarged that he did, with intent to influence W. L. Evans,

second Justice for the Peace of this Parish of Orleans, to issue a

marriage license to him, Barrett, the said "W. L. Evans l>eing then

acting in his official capacity as Justice as aforesaid, offer to the

■aid W. L. Evans as a bribe the sum of $500, to issue said license

to said Barrett contrary to the form of the Statute of the said

State of Louisiana in such case made and provided."

Tlic writer also has another document filed on the same day in

the same court, charging said Barrett with carrying concealed

weapons on his person. To which the said Barrett plead guilty.

This man and Pattee published a paper, called " The New York

Stuck Exchange." In this paper they say :

Mwn Simpson A Co., Bankers, have met with unexampled success. The

probabilities of profit arc fur greater l>y tlioir system than »ny other, while

tlir rink i* diminished to the very lowest point, and limited to the amount iu-

tcsled t>y the combination method with pools, that comhine the onlers of

tboauml* of customers and operate thein oa one immense whole. The ad

vantage of this ran he aeen at a glance.

This reads liko irony. They did " combine the orders of

thousands of customers," and the entire "immense whole" un

doubtedly went into their pockets. The " advantage " to them

could undoubtedly be seen at a glance after the letters which they

received had been opened, and the contents piled before them on

their desk. Again they say :

The confidential relations between na and onr customers, and professional

btwkrra alike, debar as from discussing or disclusiug any of their secrets with-

sstt previously obtaining their consent.

This is undoubtedly true, for no one would ever suppose for a

moment that liaving robbed a man, they would publicly announce

it, or reveal the fact to any one.

This circular bristles with inducements to the party who shall

receive it, to send money to Simpson & Co.
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In one of their circulars they quote from certain newspapers,

as containing flattering notices of the transaction, and fortunes

made for their customers by the " Celebrated Banking House of

Simpson & Co." The writer personally looked up these papers.

In one instance they refer to the " New York Mercury " of a cer

tain date; on looking over the file of this paper, we have been

unable to find even a line concerning Simpson & Co.

Pattee undoubtedly furnished the money and the names ; and

how he ever came to fall into the hands of Barrett is a surprise

to many.

Simpson & Co.'s business started last summer, yet in their cir

cular they speak of the " established reputation of this firm," and

promise their customers the benefit of their " long experience and

shrewd judgment." Parties who have business transactions with

this honorable house can be certain that their interest is in " safe

hands." Then again they speak of the " old and reliable house,"

and recommend stock operators to make their investments through

the careful experience and responsible firm of Simpson & Co.

The following quotation from the '' New York Commercial

Gazette," to one who knows these two men, is really very funny

and amusing.

During the long and successful experience of Simpson & Co., they have

earned for themselves an envious reputation for honesty, integrity, and good

faith, and enjoy a business almost colossal in its proportions. These men have

long been identified with the history and affairs of Wall Street.

Well, kind reader, before you finish this book I hope to estab

lish to your entire satisfaction the " envious" reputation of J. M.

Pattee, and his long experience, not in Wall Street, but in con

ducting various schemes through the mail. He is a very active

fraud, and an industrious and ingenious one.

The form of certificate sent their customers did not materially

differ from Lawrence & Co.'s. Across one end of this certificate

of shares in their combination is another amusing thing, viewed

in the light of the actual operations carried on by this concern,

to wit:

To prevent confusion or mistake in our business, all balances to the credit of
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■By shareholder are remitted by check immediately on the close of the com

bination, tbns enabling each one to return a part or whole for reinvestment a*

Bay suit their convenience.

Kerjoesta to hold u jiortiou of profits for reinvestment cannot be therefore

complied with.

Why they should have thrown away this amount of printer's

ink is hard to discern, especially as it was evidently, in the light

of the disclosures of this business, no part of their scheme to return

any such amount.

I may say here, in all the different schemes that I have detected

J. M. Pattee in, as hereinafter described, and in the hundreds of

letters of complaint received, I have yet to find the first person

who ever received one dollar from him in return for money sent.

The following letter, addressed to a banking house, is given

verbatim, except the name, which is omitted :

Plank No. 4, Feb. 16, 1S80.Banking Hocsk, New York.

Inclosed yon will pleas find Simpson &. Co. Receipt for $50 be sent me one or

two tarns and I have never bcurd from him since, so I hu|h»vum1 he has robed

Be of my bard earnings for I am a very poore and had to woork hard for what

I scol him. I will give you mi order for what lie may have comeing to me I

you can invest for me in what you pleas. Reap., Sic.,

Plane No. 4, U. &. O. R. R, Maryland.

Another letter from another victim reads :

Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 31, 1879.

T» tbb Po*niA«rut-(>E!«KKAL :

>.r—Havtng seen in the Public I/edger of the above date, that yon have

deprived a few firms of the nw of the .Mail I wns sorry of not having seen

another one also which I mil Mini if I was a man of means I should try my

bn>i to punish sneh like thieves lias I cannot rail them anything else because

I b»»e l«-<-n robbed out of my hard earnings from nnother Firm Just on the

uw principle baa yon have in the above paper and I am not afraid of giving

tl«.r name which I hope they will be punished for it and that his name as

Firm of Messrs. Simpson A Co., Stock Brokers, 49 Kxchangn Place, New York,

X. Y. Also I think they have a place in Broadway. I thought haa soon haa I saw

at hi the paper I would give yon the above information and then you could

steer yonre eoiirs which ever way you thought lost hoping you will excuse

Be for troubling you with my loug letter 1 remain yours,

T. P.
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As more fully showing the enormous profits made (on paper),

the following letter tells the story :

Carthage, Tenn., January 6, 1880.

Anthony Comstock, Esq. :

Sir—From the Newspapers I find that you have been called on to investi

gate and bring to light one of the greatest swindles that has cursed our land

for a great number of years ; I allude to those small brokers who pretend to do

business on Wall Street ; My son without my knowing anything about it

until about the winding up, has been made the Dupe of the designing villians.

Inclosed you will find nearly all of the papers, at least all I could lay my

hands on at this time to show you how they transact their business. You

will see by the first dated Oct 9, 1879, there receipt for Ten dollars which they

placed to his credit in buying ten shares in a combination then formed and

to hold one month.

You will also see by the other certificate dated Nov 1st, 1879, that his

ten shares had made him a nett gain of 131.19 shares, or $131.19 dollars. On

Nov 17th you will see that the report a nett gain of $87.50 to the 100

shares. On Nov 24th they report $100.00 to the 100 shares nett gain ; On

Dec 1st, they report a nett gain of $50 to the 100 shares, making in all about

$750 or $300 outside of the $10 first put in. You will confer a great favor if

you will collect the above off A. Simpson & Co. or Buckwalder who I pre

sume is Good.

They villians have succeeded in drawing into their net a great number of

the young men in this State Just as they have my son, and as soon as the

wrote for their money to be sent to them that was the last they heard from

A. Simpson & Co ; As soon as 1 found out my son's connexion with the mat

ter I told him to order A. Simpson & Co. to send him his money which was

some time about the 5th of Dec. he wrote to them to send him a chock.

Since that time he has not heard one word from them although he has writ

ten several times. If you cannot give the above your personal attention will

you please put it iu the hands of some honest Lawyer, who will collect and

return it to me at Carthage less a reasonable fee for his trouble. I would

presume thero would not be much trouble in making them pay it as the

papers inclosed are all iu their own figures and I see no chance for them to

get out as they cant show any receipt from my son for one cent he ever got

from them.

You will please if you should agree to collect the above mako the calcula

tion on the amount of shares; the profits I think were to be calculated

weekly and the combination to last for three weeks, They have had my son's

money since Oct 9, 1879. thero is some of the weekly reports missing as yon

will see by reference to dates For my character and standing where I live

I refer you to Post Master Gen Kee and Benton McMillon, congressman

from this District. Any further information in regard to the above will bo

cordially given.

Yours Respectfully, &o.



BOGUS BANKEBS AND BBOKEBS. 107

It will interest many readers to know something of how the

officer of the Law discovers the secret operations of these crimi

nals, and also how this particular firm was peculiarly and com

pletely suppressed in about forty-eight hours.

Having received orders from Washington to investigate this

matter, I proceeded personally, accompanied by my assistant, to

the office of Simpson & Co.

It was up one flight of stairs, in a room at the end of the liall

in the rear. This room was about twelve feet square. As we

entered we found a high stained glass partition, fencing off a

•pace about large enough to admit of the person entering, and

chasing tho door after him. A single owning about a foot high

lad over it tho word Bookkeeper, behind which was a red-headed

clerk in charge. Knowing tho peculiar characteristics of Pattee,

I kept my eyes behind me while attending to the bookkeeper.

I had hardly entered tho office, lnjforo I was conscious of some

body opening a door on tho side of tho hall, about half way to

the stairs. This door ojtcned into a dark room. I saw a little

gray-haired old man with gold spectacles on, bob out, and then

instantly dodge back into tho dark room, and attempt to quietly

don the door, so as to attract no attention. I unceremoniously

left the bookkeeper, and qnietly stepped back to the door in

question, gently pushed it open, as it was being closed, and lot I

•toad face to face with J. M. Pattee.

He instantly reached out his hand to sliake hands, and becom

ing very much excited, repeated over and over again, how glad

he was to see me, stuttering out, '• Well —I—am—devilish—glad

to see you."

I then asked him what ho was doing down there. He said,

"Nothing; he had nothing to do thero at all." The following

dialogue then took place :

Q. "You certainly don't ex peet me to believe that you have

nothing to do with this place f"

Patt**. " Well, well, I only have an office room hero."

Q. " You and Iiarrett are running this oonoorn f'

P. u No, do, Barrett is running it ; but I have a desk room hero.**
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Q. " Where are all your clerks, that you have to send out your

circulars for you ?"

P. "We don't send out any more circulars. We are doing a

regular banking business here. We are brokers now."

Q. "Which is your office?"

P. " Oh, I have a desk room in here ; would you like to see

our office ?"

A. " Of course I would.'

Upon my expressing a desire to see his office he tried to back

down, and immediately turned the conversation, when I opened

another door leading into the office in question, without going out

into the hall. Here I found a lounge, two or three chairs, table,

and a desk. No sign, however, of a bank ledger, stock books, or

even a safe to keep them in. Observing a light over a green

door leading out of this inner office in which we were, to the left

as we entered, I asked Pattee what that was ?

" Oh," he said ; " that is Barrett's private office."

Knowing Pattee's tricks, I opened the door which stood partly

ajar, when lo, six of his confidential clerks sat at their desks with

hundreds of envelopes before them, and they were engaged ad

dressing these from his list of names, and folding the circulars

of Simpson & Co., preparing the same for the mail. I recog

nized in this room some of his old stand-bys, those who had been

in his employ for years.

This man I know to have had at one time over 300,000 names,

and post office addresses, which I seized, and which were placed

in the hands of the police of New York City, and afterwards on

application of Pattee's counsel these were returned to Pattee by

the Police Commissioners.

I made special inquiry of Pattee, for Mr. Simpson. He in

formed me there was such a person, but he did not know where

this man could be found. With the papers and documents in my

hands at this time, that night I made a report to the Postmaster

General, which resulted in an order being issued, sending back to

the writer or sender thereof, all registered letters and money

orders addressed to this concern.
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It was then brought to my knowledge that these parties con-

tinned their business, and that threats had been made against my

self personally by those connected with this tirm.

I then resolved to find the man Simpson. Previous experiences

had informed me of a Simpson who had been connected with some

of Pattee's schemes, and who then was a printer. Application at

the New York Po6t Office disclosed the fact that a prominent

criminal lawyer and ex-United States Official had identified Simp

son to tho postal authorities, but no one at the Post Office knew

where this man Simpson could be found. Application made to

the gentleman who identified him, disclosed the whereabouts of

Simpson. I found himahard working industrious man, who had

been led into this matter on the promise of having all the print

ing done by this concern, and a certain percentage of the profits.

He informed me that he had been given $50 by this firm to go

to this lawyer, and have him go and identify him to the Post

Office authorities.

This man was in the habit of going to the office of Simpson &

Co. once a day, at a certain hour, and signing tho firm name for

registered letters. Also of drawing the money orders at the Post

Office. lie, in fact, had placed himself in a position of assuming

the responsibility of the acts of Pattee & Barrett, under their

firm name. They paying him for the use of his name by giving

him their printing at liberal prices. Mr. Simpson, in order to free

hitiuclf from any complicity in this swindle after it was exposed

U» him, signed an order directing the Postmaster to send all let

ters addressed to Simpson & Co. back to the writers, where their

addresses appear on the outside of the envelope, and the balance

to the dead letter office.

Thus was actually closed up a scheme tliat was yielding, it is

believed, not far from $1,000 a day profit to these parties.

In a few days after this, Pattee called at my office to make, as

he said, a friendly call. After exchanging the courtesies of the

day, I informed him that I was about calling upon him at the

office of
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HEATH <fe CO.

He seemed very much surprised, and wanted to know what was

the matter. I told him the trouble was, that he was swindling

people in the same manner that Simpson & Co. had been doing,

by getting their money and making no return whatever for it.

This firm had been in existence several months at 1227 Broad

way. Their business was almost identical with that of Simpson

& Co., the difference being in the name of the firm.

Their method of advertising, however, was quite different,

being done on a postal card, which we give below.

Office of Heath & Co., Bankers and Stock Brokers.

New York, Nov. 20th, 1879.

Dear Sir—Our New Financial Circular, containing a full list of all Counter

feit Bank Bills, will be sent free to any address, on application. It contains

" Two Unerring Rules for Making Money Rapidly."

Persons in all parts of the country are realizing large profits on investments

of $10 to $1000 in legitimate stock speculations. $300 to $500 are frequently

made in a day on one hundred shares of stock. Send for a copy of paper

which explains everything. Address Heath & Co.,

1227 Broadway New York.

This concern, after Simpson & Co. suspended operations,

moved down to No. 8 Broad Street, quite near the reputable

banking house of Wm. Heath & Co., whose name and reputation

they were trading upon.

Before Pattee left the office he had addressed a polite note to

the postmaster, directing him to dispose of Heath & Co.'s mail

in the same manner in which he had disposed of Simpson & Co.

In concluding what we have to say concerning this class of

swindlers, and others advertising schemes of stock operations, it

may be interesting to know the names of those who have been

advertising and sending out circulars, as well as the particular

title of the scheme these parties operated :

Adams, Brown & Co., " Mutual Capitalization."

T. Potter, Wight & Co., " Stock Privileges."

Bradley & Co., '' Combination of Capital."

Simpson & Co., " Special Combinations."

Lawrence & Co., "Combination Method."
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EvaRTS, Barn-es Sl Co., "The Syndicate System."

D. Jk. Co., " Protective Margin Operations in Stock."

C. A. Co., " Mutual Stock Operating Co."

8MAIXXT & Gax£, " 8pecial Stock Syndicate."

H. A Co.. " New York Syndicate."

RaTMOXD & Co., " Put* and Call*."

Merrick & Co., " Pooling of Stocks."

E. W. Ward St, Co., "Put. Call, Spread and Double Privilege in Stock."

Rcckuno A. Co., "Stock Brokers."

Cbas. Foxwsll A. Co., " One Per Cent. Margin Syndicate."

In all, twenty-three different concerns liave been suppressed,

and their business stepped.

We have taken the principal men in this business. There are

others that are equally as fraudulent, whose operations have not

yet been arrested ; but none that are as extensive as those we have

named.

From the writer's knowledge of the operations of those who

pretend to invest small sums of money in stock operations, he

would say to every person who thinks of sending money for that

purpose to New York, or any other large city : unless you desire

to 1'** your money, keep it in your own possession I It is extra

hazardous to put money for speculation into the hands of a

stranger, whom you have never seen.

I look upon any Droker, who advertises by circular, in the same

manner that I regard the quack, who sends out a medical

pamphlet. No reputable physician would recognize such practice

as legitimate or professional. So any reputable broker discoun

tenances that kind of advertising.

Many of this class seek to overcome the growing prejudice

agairuit all this kind of advertising, by sending personal letters:

and these communications, which come unsolicited, are always to

be regarded as very suspicious, the same as a printed circular, and

should Iw subjected to a very thorough investigation before any

fund* are entrusted to them.

Others secure the names of parties and send a night message by

telegraph, announcing some very active stock and recommending

that money be forwarded them at once to enable them to make

up their combination.
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Of all such beware. Do you for one moment suppose that

any such person, even if he had made a bona fide deal in stock

for you, is going to lose by the operation ? Not so. He does not

go to the expense of telegraphing to two or three hundred persons

a week, because he is an unselfish mortal, having a large heart,

and desirous of serving his fellow-man. No, not he. He is

after other people's money, and out of it he expects to meet the

expenses of office rent, clerk hire, stationery, house rent, and live

handsomely besides. Your loss is his gain.
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CHAPTER VI.

BOGUS MINING COMPANIES.

"We now come to a new species of fraud. And in order to

present J. M. Pattec and his numerous schemes to deceive and

defraud the public, in their regular order, let us go back a few

years.

J. M. Pattec is a man of 55 or CO years of age. His hair and

whiskers are gray. lie wears eye-glasses, being near-sighted, and

when under any pressure or excitement he talks very fast. He is

a remarkably nervous man, and seems to be always in fear;

having at times a wild, frightened look, as though ho expected to

tie arretted every moment. As illustrating this, an amusing inci

dent may be recited that occurred at Saratoga last summer.

I was called there to address a meeting of the members of the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, then in session.

As most of the hotels were closed I joined friends who were

stopping at the Everett House. I had no thought of seeing

Pattec, not knowing that he was there, but on ascending the steps

of the cast porch which led to the office of this hotel, my friends

and myself were greatly amused to see Patteo jump up, run

like a doer, and disappear from sight He was in tho act of

drawing a check to pay a woman for vegetables that she had just

brought to tho hotel, when on looking up he espied me at tho

further end of tho porch, and without any ceremony ho darted

through the house, and I, seeing his movements, walked in quickly,

and out through the office, and arrived on the west porch just in

time to see him fleeing down Main Street, as liard as he could run.

It required a great deal of persuasion on the part of his partner

to indu.ee him to come back to the hotel, and it was not until after

his partner ltad received positive assurances from myself, that I was

not after Pattee, that he could l» induced to return to tho hotel,

and to tho bosom of his family, who occupied an adjoining

8
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cottage. Pattee verified the truth that " The wicked flee when

no man pursueth."

The plan of this man's operations for the past few years lias

been to invent different schemes, in which he will send circulars

to all the names and addresses in his possession, sending out

anywhere from one to five thousand circulars a day, until the

entire 300,000 names are exhausted. Then by the time the list

has been gone through, or perhaps when the list is half exhausted,

he will have another scheme ready to launch, and the same parties

will again receive circulars. But in each and every instance he

operates under some fictitious or assumed name or company.

Another remarkable feature of his operations, is that he is

never personally known. While he furnishes the money and

backs the scheme, and pays the bills, yet any person ordinarily

seeking to find the principal would never meet Pattee, unless

they should happen to catch him on the flight, as I did at 40 Ex

change Place.

Pattee is known to have had as many as three or four schemes

in operation at once, under his different names.

His usual plan is, to induce his brother-in-law, or confidential

clerk, to allow him to use their names.

was started in 1877, and a certificate of incorporation was filed

in the office of the Secretary of State. This certificate of incor

poration began :

Wo, Henry L. Tyler, George J. Chubb, E. P. Vail, A. Simpson, and E. C.

Brucii, do by tbeso Presents, pursuant to, and in conformity with an Act of the

Legislature of the State of New York, associato ourselves together, and form

a corporation, under the name and stylo of " Silver Mountain Miuiug Co."

Section II.—The objects for which the 6aid corporation is formed, aro aa

follows :

Mining and manufacturing the production of mines, and doing a general

mining business, carrying on some part of its business out of tho State of New

York, viz., in Wyoming Territory.

Section III.—The capital stock of said corporation shall bo $10,000,000,

which shall bo divided luto 100,000 shares of $100 oach.

Section IV. provides that the corporation shall exist for the
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term of fifty years from January 19th, 1877. Section V. names

as a board of trustees the persons above named in this act.

This certificate of incorporation was printed in pamplilct form,

containing the Notary Public's certificate of acknowldgeincnt, also

the certificate of the Secretary of State, and the County Clerk's

certificate, that the original certificate is on file. Then follows

t!.j by-laws of the " Silver Mountain Mining Co.," office, 1197

Broadway, New York. The by-laws were in the usual form, de

fining the duties of the officers, and concerning certificates of stock

an 1 transfers of shares, etc.

T!.o officers elected as printed in this pamphlet were : Wm.

It. McCall, President, II. F. Curtnctt, Secretary, and W. S.

Orville, Treasurer.

Hero then wo havo an incorporation with a capital stock of

$1<»,:>K),000 to operate the wonderful mine in question.

T!ie map on page 110 was sont out to the correspondents.

It will 1)0 of interest to the public to know something of the

fiiun-Ll standing of the officers and incorporators of this wonder

ful Mining Co.

II. L. Tyler resided at No. 92 8th Avenue ; wliilo Mr.

Si.i.;> -:i was the foreman in a printing establishment in Maiden

Lin ', v.li'-rc t!io bulk of Pattce's printing was done, including

l.'.i circulars, and tickets in the various lottery schemes then

rUfl«:::_'.

M ■ rs. Vail & Brncn were clerks under Mr. Simpson on a

n!a-y of from $12 to $15 a week. Mr. Simpson informs t!io

*.. r'.' r that his namo was signed to this act of incorporation

v itli .tit Is is knowledge, and that lie did not know of it until iu-

f.im. 1 afterwards by Mr. Vail.

In j-.i '..' a t ) Mr. S:mp;o:i, I desire to etato that I havo found

l.i- -i c:i i:. histriuus liard working man, and I would not unneces

sarily r (''■■•t uj> >n his poM'J >n or standing, liecauso of this use of

! i. n.-.mo i l p.qx-trating Patt.'-'s fraud. IIo also informs n;o

t!._t o:it of all the moneys eolh-ted, as informed by M 'Casey,

bit £.", »o \ :.s k nt out to Mc( 'a.-ey at the mine. MeCascy was

the superintendent of the mine.
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MAP OF SILVER MOUNTAIN MINING COMPANY.

This Mine is now being worked on the California plan. Persons who invest a few dollars to

develop the Mine may realize a fortune. M;my a person who went to California poor, are

worth millions made throuph this plan. For full particulars, address the Secretary, 0. J.

Chubb. 110't Broadway. New S'ork.

Mine and works, Ferris District, Carbon Co., Wyoming Territory. J. S. Jones, Surveyor,

Carbon, Carbon Co., Wyoming Territory.
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As for Messrs. McCall, Burtnett & Orville, the first two

were clerks of Elias ; and the reader is cheerfully referred to the

various schemes of this man Elias, as to his position and standing

in the community.

Notwithstanding all this, printer's ink is very powerful for

forming and executing the schemes devised by sharpers to

swindle the unwary, and perhaps no rase more fully illustrates

this than the present one.

Having prepared the prospectus and the circular, the next

thing was to sell the stock of this mine. It is not here contended

tliat there was not a mine in question, and that McCasey, whose

name is mentioned in some of these papers, was there, and that

tome pretence was made to operate the mine. Of this we do not

pretend to know, hut we do know that this scheme secured the

money of persons through the mail in answer to the advertise-

rnenta sent out, and then made no return of value therefor.

The plan was to send out to the names that either Elias or

Pattec had, the circulars advertising the alleged mine, inducing

people to send for stock, and then at different periods assessing

the stockholders for the benefit of the operators.

This is the only scheme in which it was alleged that there was

a partnership between Pattce & Elias. I do not give it as a fact,

but it will appear afterwards that Burtnett and McCall were

Elia*'s clerks.

We give below sufficient of the correspondence with one of the

victims to show how this thing was done.

Wo give first the letter from a party who was swindled, and this

letter, and all the papers attached were sent to Adams, Brown &

CV, and was found in their possession at the time of the seizure

of their place in January last.

Bellcvillx, March 84th 1879.

Mraaaa. Ar>AM«, Raow.x & Co., 26 dt 2S Broad Street, N. T.

Gtullemru :—Accept my thank* for circular writ me. At present am not

prepared to order ahares, expect to be by May Arnt. Will make yon a propo-

Mtton. Enchant pleaae 6ml paper*, dec, rcupectinn the unit. I waa awin-

d'rd oat ofllOn hy the partica above. I found out their true character. The

wlv>le matter waa »o well ;;<>tten up a» to deceive almoat any person, aa too
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will find by tho flattering reports, letters, references, &c, which I send yon

hy registered letter. Sco also letter of J. S. Jones, County Surveyor, in an

swer to mine of inquiry as to whether they were all right.

I have sullicient grounds for sending tbo whole hatch to the Penitentiary.

If you can see any possible way of cornering any of those parties aud recover

hack the money, I will invest at once with you for the term of six months,

and allow you one-half of all you can make out of it during that time hy in

vesting in your " capitalization" scheme.

Should you havo no time to give this your attention, perhaps you can hand

it (o somo responsible party who can. If not, you will plcaso retain tbe

papers subject to my order. Hoping to hear from you at your earliest conve

nience, I remain yours truly,

It is often said it takes a thief to catch a thief, hut Adams,

Brown & Co. were not the rogues who would he likely to trouble

themselves about the rascality of other frauds. They were too

busy with their own stealing.

It was like jumping from the frying-pan into the fire, for this

man to send these papers and documents to Adams, Brown & Co.

The circulars sent out propose the selling of the stock of this

company at $1 a share, while the nominal value of the share was

§100. In other words, a person sending $5 to this corporation

would receive back a certificate for 5 shares of this stock, repre

senting $500, faco value. The copy of the by-laws and a map of

the mines as above described, were forwarded on application.

The following circular with the by-laws and the map may be

called

bait no. 1.

Superintendent's Office, Silver Mou>tain Mixing Company,

Ferris P. O., Carbon County,

Wyoming, Juno 9th, 1877.

II. L. Tyler, President.

Dear Sir:— Since my last report there has not been much change in tho Mine.

Tho ore continues good and we are now down 27 feet, 7 inches. As soon as

we aro down CO feet I shall run a cut across the vein and determine its width.

Tho character of the ore wo aro now in is a rich chloride of carbonates, and

has been hard blasting, but it is getting softer as wo go down, which will save

powder and much hard labor. The Indians made their appearance last week,

but havo all disappeared. It has been snowing for tho last ilC hours. I am push

ing tho work as fast as our means will allow. From present indications, I am

confident our Company will ho ablo to excel the Dividends paid by tho Con

solidated .Virginia Mine in its most prosperous days, and in order to more
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ibBy satisfy yon that my opinion of the great value of our Mine is correct, I

barewit U enclose the report of three practical miners :

Ferris P. O., Carbon Co., Wyoming, )

June Bth, 1877. \

We, the undersigned, having examined the Silver Mountain Mine, do un

hesitatingly declare it to be a true Fissure Vein, with all its characteristics,

sod, so far as developed, the ore is fully equal to auy mine on this groat

Mineral Range.

John Pophajc, Foreman Falcon S. if. Co.

J. T. Morgan, Miner.

Tkrance O'Conner, .1/iner.

This, with other proofs I have given you, cannot fail to satisfy all of its real

BMrit and value. Truly yours,

Jonx McCasky, Superintendent.

In the case before us the party sent on one day $5, receiving

back a receipt for the amount for the first assessment on his cer

tificate. Then followed a certificate elaborately gotten np in

green and black. On the left hand corner it contained a vignctto

of miners at work in a mine, with others at the mouth receiving

the ore, as it is drawn up on a windlass in buckets. In the cen

tre another picture represents miners at work with pick and

•hovel, with another one holding a bag open, into which one of

them is shoveling the gold dust, while in the distance a l>oy is

■een leading a mule away, laden with the bags that have been

filled. On the right hand sido is a miner in costume with tho

pick and shovel in ono hand, and his rifle in tho other, represent

ing him as a pioneer. Tho printer who got up this work of art

failfd to put his imprint upon it. It is presumed to have been

d'>nc in the incorporators' own establishment.

This party wrote first in July. In a few days Mr. L

receive* back tho following letter, together with a certificate for

SO ihares of stock, which was forwarded to him in this letter.

Omci of Silver Mountain Mixing Company,

No. 1193 Broadway,

New York. July 2d, 18T7.

Dmr Sir.—Your letter Inclosing five dollars is at hand and. noted.

We inclose certificates No. 3SIG for five shares, and No. 3M7 for twenty

•birr* and send receipt for the first assessment on the five shares.
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The certificate you now hold, No. 2094, is the reserve stock and soon as the

first assessment is paid on the 20 shares we will send receipt in /all for the

five shares of reserve stock.

We inclose report from the mine with certificate of other miners which will

speak for itself. We are yet selling stock in order to keep the work at the

mine going on, and will fill any orders you may send us.

Yours, &c,

C. W. Bean.

Then, to inspire confidence, and to prepare the victim for sub

mitting to further plunder, the following circular of information

was sent :

Office of Silver Mountain Mixing Company,

No. 1193 Broadway,

New York, Sept. 25th, 1377.

We are gratified to be able to furnish you with the favorable reports

annexed, which we have received from our Superintendent at the mine, and

from Messrs. Ed. Balbach & Son, who have made assays of the ore. Owing to

the adverse reports published at the time the levy of first assessment, only a

small proportion of stockholders paid, "all giving as an excuse," that they

had lost confidence in the Company, after reading the said slanderous articles.

We believe the reports annexed will set all slanders at rest, if lies can be nailed

by fact».

The result of these slanders was to curtail our receipts, to such an extent as

to only allow us to do a limited amount of work at the mine. If we had

received the first assessment on stock issued up to April, the mine would un

doubtedly be payiug dividends now. Under the present circumstances, our

desire is to pay dividends without issuing more stock, which you will readily

perceive is to your advantage, for you will be entitled to a larger proportion

of the unsold stock owned by the Company, thus giving you much larger

dividends.

In case more money should be required, the present stockholders who have

paid three assessments cannot be called upon again, and we would obtain

funds by the sale of enough stock to meet our requirements, for machinery,

transportation, &c. Believing you sympathize with the management in their

efforts in your behalf, we are

Yours very respectfully,

H. L. TYLEB, president.

Superintendent's Office, Silver Mountain Mining Company.

Carbon County, Wyoming Territory.

Ferris, Sept. 1st, 1877.

Henry L. Tyler, Prest., N. Y. :

Dear Sir—I have the honor to transmit this my second quarterly report.

Our shaft is progressing as rapidly as circumstances will permit ; at the depth
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of forty feci the air became bo bod that I was forced to suspend operations for

Cuar days, owing to tbe illness of tbo men from foul air; at tlie end of that

time I commenced running an Adit-Level to cut the vein at a greater depth,

thereby hoping to avoid foul air until tunnel and shaft are united ; my iuten-

tiou then is to use the Adit-Level for a working tunnel, thereby avoiding the

hoisting of tbe ore by way of the shaft, and economising in my force of men.

I have shipped you a box of very fine ore, which has been pronounced

extremely rich in Nickel and Cobalt, as well as in Gold and Silver; in fact, I

ran truthfully say I believe it to contain a greater percentage of pure Metallic

Nickrl than any mine in existence. The vein keeps increasing in thickness,

and I believe ere loug will rank among the first mines on this Continent.

I hope to be able within a short time to give you such information that will

warrant yon in purchasing all the machinery for the successful reduction of

tbe orea. Enclosed please find vouchers for expenditures during the mouth of

August. Respectfully, Ac,

Jons McCasey, Superintendent.

Assay or Ork as Reported by Ed. Balbacii 4. Sort,

Newark Smelting and Refining Works,

Newark, N. J., Aug. 28th, 1877.

H. L. Tyuck, Esq., Prcs't :

Ittmr Sir—We have carefully analized the sample of ores yon left with us,

and find it to contain :

Bed Ore No. 1, Gold per ton 2,000 lbs., 33 fa oi.

" Silver " " 16 fa ox.

Ore No. 2, Gold, " " 0 fa ox.

" " Silver, " " 3 fa ox.

Nickel Ore, 5 ft, per ewt. pure.

Yours Respectfully,

Ed. Balbacii &, Son.

N. B.—Average value of Gold per ox. $20.60

" " Silver " " 1.20

" Nickel "lbs. 2.M)

Following this in a few days came a second assessment on the

spurious stock.

ASSESSMENT NO. 2.

Koncx or 2d Assessment.

Omcie or The Silyrr Mountain Mintno Company.

No. 1193 Broadway, New York City,

October 2d. 1«77.

Mb. . Belleville, 111.

Y»a are hereby not i lied that pursuant to Article II of the By-I^ws, the

Board of Director* of this Company have levied the Second Assessment of One
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Dollar per Sharo on 23 Shares of this Company's Stock, registered in your

nanio on the books of this Company as Certificate No. 3317 and 3316.

Total Amount, S-25.

In order to prevent the forfeiture of yonr shares, please remit at once to H.

L. Tyler, by Draft, Registered Letter, or Post Office Money order.

H. L. Tylek, President.

By Order of the Board of Directors.

N. B.—Please return this notico with your remittance.

The recipient of tins demand immediately responds, by sending

$20, and is assured under the date of October 13th, that,

If our present stockholders do their duty by remitting promptly, we will

not sell more stock, as wo intend to divide the profits among as few as pos

sible. Yours truly,

Henry L. Tyler, President.

This was undoubtedly true, as I have been assured by Mr.

McCasey that the money was not sent to him to work with, and

that he knew nothing of the assessments that were being made

in order to.enable him to work this mine; but he was left out

in the cold.

As an extra inducement to parties to subscribe in large amounts,

it was proposed to issue a certificate of 5 shares extra to any per

son who would send the first assessment on 25 shares of assesj;-

able stock.

The $20 and the $5 sent by this man brought back on the 13th

of September, 1877, the following certificate:

\ I l

J)2

Dp.

Ill
nr

No. 156. of He Sillier fountain ^lining Co.,

No. 1193 BROADWAY,

New York, October 13///, 1877.

CUi.S tjS Iff (Hitrttfy that in consideration of having received

the first assessment on Twenty-five Shares of the assessable

stock of this Company, placed by A. H. L., that certificate

No. 2094 for Five Shares of the reserve stock of this Company

is registered on the books of the Company in his name as

FULL PAID.

HENRY L. TYLER, Prest.
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In April, 187S, a third assessment was levied, and Mr. L. was

obliged to send $25 more to this company.

This was done after the receipt of the following very urgent

letter, when it was promised that there were to be no more assess

ment*.

It will Ik? seen in the postscript that it was alleged that money

was being daily sent to the mines, while Mr. Superintendent

Mdi^v, as I have already explained, has informed me that

vtomy teas not sent, and that he knew nothing of the fact that

tlicsc men were issuing their assessments upon thoso who held

the shares in this mining stock :

Office of Silver Mountain Mining Company,

No. 1103 Broadway.

All Drafts, P. O. Money Orders and Letters should bo addressed to Silver

Monutaiu Mining Company.

New York. March 5, 1873.

Ikar Mr—Eurlosed find our last assessment notice. When this is paid, your

•toe W tiill Maud on the- bonks oft ho company in your name free anil clear.

Since n reiving our hist and most fl.ittcring report froin tho mine, wo are

fIjd to l.c nldo to state to our stockholders that further assessment uftor this

will lot Ik- nrfprsary and we will be able i:i a very s'i irt ti:uo to pay regular

monthly dividends by so doing it Will place, our Block among the highest in

the market and rank oar tnino with the richest on tho face of tho (ilobo.

Respectfully,

SiLvrn Mountain Minino Co.

P. £. Remit at onoe as we are now sending money daily to the mine.

Notwithstanding the above announcement wo find another

•>x anient levied on the Cth day of April, 1S7S, of $%2~>, for

wl.i<h a n-ecipt was sent in full for the last assesMiient on certifi

cate nurntars 3,SIC and 3,^17. (The same being tho numbers of

nrrificatcs held by this man.)

Strange :.s it may seem, this hist receipt is tho only one whereon

the fijrri.ittirc of the treasurer appears.

The first a.-.'o.-mcnt was receipted for by ITenry L. Tyler,

Pn-fidcnt ; the second and third " Silver Mountain Mining Co;'

this last by Mr. W. S. Orville, Treasurer."

Our friend who was thus successively duped is Btill out of bin
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money, and is likely to remain so, while Mr. J. M. Pattee Las

been indicted for perpetrating this or similar swindles through

the mails.

Agencies were established in the following manner :

Agents Wanted.

Office of Silver Mountain Mining Co.

No. 1193 Broadway,

New York, Feb. 23rd, 1877.

Dear Sir—Knowing your commercial standing to be good we make this

proposition to you viz., If you will assist us by placing a few shares of this

Company's Stock in the hands of reliable persons in your locality we will give

to you One Share of the reserved Stock of the Company Free from Assess

ments for each 5 shares you place. If you are confident you can place 25

Shares wo will send you 5 Shares in your name in order that you may have the

Certificate of Stock to show. Should you not be able to place 25 Shares you

could keep the 5 Shares by getting some one to join you and take 25 Shares or

take them yourself. Such an opportunity may never again occur. Hope you

■will bo able to place from 50 to 500 Shares. Since the enclosed book of By-

Laws was printed the Directors have ordered the Superintendent to commence

■work on the Mine the 20th instant with as large a force of men as can work

to advantage. Your patrons may ask or desire to know when the assessment

■will be made. Please state to them, about the middle of March to enable us

to continue the work on the Mine. Yours truly,

H. L. Tyler, President.

At the same time that we find Pattee operating this mining

company, we also find him with his confidential clerks operating

another concern called the " Bullion Mining Company."

He was also running a very extensive scheme known as the

" "Wyoming Lottery."

ANOTHER MINING SCHEME.

The swindles operated upon stock and mining basis, are most

dangerous to the public, and successful to the fraud managing

them. They are successful, because everybody knows that there

has been money made by the judicious investments in mining and

other stocks. Just here it is safe to add, that respectable dealers

in stocks do not require to become quacks in order to float their

shares. If a mine is valuable its shares do not have to go begging,

nor tramp over the country by penny post. Neither does the
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owner parcel it oat at $5 per share, nor send certificates for a

dollar each or gratis, to strangers. The fraud is successful be

cause he takes advantage of the ignorance of the masses in the

country, and seizing on the fact that nearly every person regards

the investment in mining and railroad stocks as respectable, he

waters his paper stock until it is not worth the paper it is printed

upon (for where the paper was worth the market price before he

printed on it, after he has thus mutilated it, it is not worth more

than the price of old paper, say two cents per pound), and then

gives it away or sells it at a nominal price, as a bait to lure his

victim on to send him money, for his personal benefit. I dwell

npon these schemes because they are the means by which many,

many innocent and honest people are swindled.

Ii>-irare of all schemes offering promises of a fortune- by the

inr-ittmcnt if afew dollars.

D- mire of all mining projects advertised by circulars sent

gratuitously by mail.

But there are some projects that are thoroughly fraudulent on

their face. They nevertheless deceive and swindle the public.

We give one, to illustrate, which was operated by Patteo and

one of his tools. This is one of the wheels within a wheel, where,

after he had fleeced the victim by Wyoming Lottery, he again

«*»-ay« to further defraud them, on the pretence, that the ticket

which tlicy purchased or received, sent to their names, had drawn

a prize ; and

TIIK BULLION MINING CO.

had, in order to " put the necessary machinery on the mine for

working the ore * * * * * agreed to give each person who

drew small prizes in this lottery stuck in this company."

In line, this means, that every person who ever received a cir

cular or ticket from either of Pattee's schemes (whoso names ho

or hi* clerks retained), would receive one of these certificates of

»tork*. Flattered by the appearance of the certificate, which we

reproduce [nee page 120], and beguiled by the circulars accom

panying the certificate, the recipient forwards more money, and

thus is swindled and rubbed.
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The " President" of this company was the one already referred

to in the office of Read & Co., at the time of their arrest.

This scheme came to an inglorious termination, by Pattee being

obliged to pay the fines in U. S. Court of his tools, and .sending all

1 tt(.rs addressed to The Bullion Gold and Silver Mining Co. and

II- al jc Co. back to the writers through the dead letter office.

Leave out the Lottery, (no, Lace it all in,) and this schemo is

no more disreputable than many much more pretention s ones,

that emanate from other sources. To the farmer and mechanic

in the country, and to all persons unacquainted witli the opera

tions and details of this business, again, I reiterate, if you wntld

tare your money, do not invest it in any schemo except you have

personal knowledge of its security and reliability.

If y«>u dtioire to buy stoi-k, go to different reliable brokers, per

sons familiar with the stocks you want, and get all t!io informa

tion you can. Do not bo in a hurry to invest your ino:iey> ui(til

you fir^t count all your chances of lo-ing it. Aftjr you are

thoroughly satisfied, then take time to weigh well, whether your

money is safer in the hands of a strange speculator, or in your own

hands or placed in some bank, business cnterpri.-o, or real estate

within your control.

It is not to give advice that I writo this book, but to warn

people. I can scarcely restrain a word of advice, however, at

tiling and 60 I add, if you will invest, go to some honest broker

or banker and buy your stock outright.

The following circulars speak for themselves. They accom

pany the certificate of stock :

Cmcuuut No. 1.

Important.

Orricr. or Bullion Minino Co.,

No. 170 Broadway, N. Y.

PrmrSir—Being notions to obtain agents f>r Mils company anil to r:ii*c the

money required to put llio u<< r-oiary machinery on the mine fur working ttio

©*e at the earliest potable moment, we have made an arr:>n;r in-ii! w lib tho

manager of tho Wyoming Lottery (aa ho hns cli>icd bunim-su.'. t j m-rtiro tho

Datura of all lua ngenta, anil in order to introduce our shareii and iiiilnic jon to

•ct aaagent for our company, wo baieagrood to give to each person who drew
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small prizes, stock in this company. Enclosed please find stock sent to you in

payment of prizes. By our generous treatment we hope you will assist the

company in selling shares to raise the amount necessary for machinery.

The only reason we made this arrangement was being confident many who

receive stock will increase the number of their shares to ten or fifty, or act as

agent for the company, or induce some friend to act for us, as we will allow

very liberal commissions. Please write for terms to agents and circulars.

Trusting this will meet with your entire approbation, we hope that you

will either accept an agency or secure a good agent for this company, as it is

for your interest now to assist the company to get to milling the ore at the

earliest possible date. We are, yours truly,

G. H. Hildketu, Seo. Isaac Ludlam, Pres.

N. B.—Send for private terms and instructions to agents. Large and liberal

pay allowed.

Circular No. 2.

Bullion Gold axd Silver Mining Company,

Ferris Gold Mining District, Carbon County, Wyoming.

Isaac Ludlam, President. G. H. Hildreth, Seerctary.

John McCasey, Superintendent of the Mines.

New York Office, 176 Broadway, New York.

Perhaps no event could be more opportune, considering the deranged condi

tion of labor and the depression of business throughout the country, than the

discovery of the rich gold mines of the Ferris Gold and Silver Mining Districts

of Wyoming. It embraces a broad extent of country, and its wonderful rich

ness exceeds anything hitherto discovered on this continent, from which all

classes may, for generations to come, draw support.

Meet who you will, ask who you may, and there is hut one answer. The

Ferris Gold and Silver Mining District surpasses them all. It is the richest

gold mining country in the world. For miles away, up in the height of those

tremendous elevations of mountain ranges, glisten rich veins of gold quartz,

that run in goldeu ribbons at close intervals across their breasts. Here are

miues iu this district that will take centuries to exhaust, and so numerous

that it will take years of prospecting to locate them all judiciously. Here the

field for prospectors is rich and extensive.

A Mountain of Gold and Silver Ore.

The first grade ore works 81,090 per ton, in gold and silver.

The poorest grade works $60 per ton, " " " "

It seems as though the Bullion mine is a mountain of rich gold quartz, which,

when properly worked, would go far toward paying off the national debt, as

will he seen by the official tests made Augnst 12th, 1870, viz. :—Bullion miue

first grade ore, $1,060 gold, and $10 silver, per ton ; second grade ore, $56 per

ton, gold, and $4 per ton, silver. Thoclimato is lovely iu summer and moderate

in winter, stock being able to get their own living the year round. Now,
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when wf consider the high grade of ore in this company's mine, what are we

lo expect when it in known thmt even $JOoro will pay immense, dividends.

(IKKAT AUVANTAGK8.

The Ferris Mining District being only l!5 miles from the Union Pacific R. R.,

free from Indians, can he worked the year round. There is close by an abun

dant supply of wood aud water, and labor is only about one-half the price

paiil in California.

The mines of this company consist of 1,J>00 feet in length on the Bullion

and 1,500 feet in length on the California mine, and all tests thus fur prove

the existence of a large body of ore immense in width, and the cropping* are

towering over '200 feet in height. From all appearance, it is the largest and

richest body of ore ever discovered on this continent. The company own an

excellent mill site, with ample water power, and the ore can be mined and

damped in the mill for $1 ]ier ton. Also, adjoining tho mine, the company

own 100 acres of heavily timbered land, affording all the facilities for re

ducing the ores at a very trifling expense. These mines are within 35 mile*

of the Union Pacific R. R., where provisions and all supplies necessary for

working can easily be obtained.

THE BILUON OOLD AND SILVER MIMVO Or*.

The Bullion Gold and Silver Mining Company has been organized for

the por|Mmp of developing these mines, and, in order to obtain the means

far the purchase of the necessary machinery, have concluded to put upon tho

market a limited number of the shares of tho company (which shares, be it

romnnbrred, are unassessed) at such a low figure ns to induce not only

capitalist*, but the people at large to invest iu them. The owners of these

mine* not having capital to work them, and not willing to allow grasping

men of wraith to control them, prefer to sell a few shares at one-half their

par value.

Thnae who procure share* now, availing themselves of the extraordinary

iSMtacrmrats offered, will undoubtedly reap a rich harvest in the enhanced

valae which must surely follow the working of these mines, as the great

probability is that within six months after operations are begun none of this

stock can be obtained except at exorbitant prices.

T1IK Tl'RNINO POINT.

There is a taming point in every man's life. One chance in every man's

Mar to make a fortune.

mow is your Tim.

Oaly a few shares will be sold at $5 ; as the company expect to be able to

pay at lead fl per share per mouth dividends (with proper milling facilities).

This wonld make the shuns cheap at fliH) each.

Many persons who secured shares on the C'omstock Lode when first dis

covered found themselves in an incredible short space of time independent

9
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for life. From an investment of 850 to $100, they found themselves worth

thousands and thousands of dollars in less than one year. The prospects now

of the Bullion Company are even greater than those of the Comstock on the

start, nnd persons who secure a few shares at $5 per share now, may realize

even greater profits and in a thort time find themselves independent for life.

In 1870, the Capital Stock of the Consolidated Virginia Mine wasonly $50,000.

Now its par value is over $63,000,000. Sixty-three millions 1 and yielding

over two millions per month. In the Bullion Miue there are immense quan

tities of rich ore in sight, ready to he milled as soon as sufficient money is

raised to build mills, and reduction works ; and bids fair to yield even better

than Consolidated Virginia.

These facts prove that a small amount invested in a good mining com

pany, on the start, is the surest and safest method of becoming suddenly rich.

With a small investment a person may any morning wake np and find

himself independent for life. Iu one instance a boarding-house keeper—a

poor woman—was obliged to take some mining stock, or nothing, in payment

of a board bill. Imagine her surprise one day when she was offered $75,000

for her stock, which she had even forgotten she owned.

A few shares (par value $10). If applied for soon can be had at ($5) five

dollars per share.

For special terms to agents, certificates of stock, or further particulars,

address the company's branch office iu New York, and thereby save from

eight to ten days' time.

AGENTS WANTED, LIBERAL PAY ALLOWED.

Any person or club sending $25 will receive by return of mail, six shares,

par value $60, which may booii be worth many thousands.

References as to the richness of the company's mines, furnished to all who

desire, on application.

Money may bo sent by Post-Office Order, registered letter, draft, or express.

Address, Isaac Ludlam,

I. Ludlam, President. 176 Broadway, Now York.

O. H. Hildreth, Secretary.

CLARK & CO. AGAIN.

Any person who ever wrote a letter to a lottery, or other ad

vertised scheme, is liable to have a large circle of correspondents.

The name once obtained must go the round of the fraternity,

and, when thus used, is either kept for a new scheme by the same

fraud or else sold to another one of the brotherhood. The fol

lowing letters illustrate

ANOTnEK DODGE

to place mining stocks, as well as the fertility of the minds of
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those who live by their wita by inventing devices to impose upon

the credulous ones.

There is nothing in this cunning of these rascals to excite any

other feeling than one of disgust and indignation.

The annexed letters were sent to persons whose old letters fell

into the hands of these parties. The signature would be cut

from the letter, and then enclosed to the party addressed. Of

course the party addressed would recognize his own name and

signature, and would respond acknowledging the same. Then

followed number two letter, and then comes assessments for

" working capital," or some other similar device to extort money

from the party.

No. 1.

Clark & Co.,

Aiui'stf.rs or Claims in tiir U. S. asd Ei'hopk,

No. 1267 Broadway,

Nsw York, Febrnary 28, 1878.

Mlat Mollik H. :

iladmmr—I* this your signature on tli« enclosed slip of paper f If so, yen

art> entitled to a certificate of gold mining stock, valued at fire hundred

dollars. The money yon sent in the letter, from which the enclosed slip was

clipped, was invested on the general margin principle, which resulted iu law-

folly aernring for you the certificate of stock referred to above.

Now, if you will write to ns, and return the enclosed slip so that we can

compare it with your signature, then we shall be sure that the proper party

will receive the stock. Kespectfully,

Clahk A Co.

P. 8.—Htste whether you wish the stock aent by registered letter or l>y

•i press.

No. 2.

C. 4 Co.

Clark &. Co.,

ADJrsrai or Claim* in tiik IT. 8. and Ei'rope,

No. 12t>7 Broadway,

Nkw York, May 17, 1*7*.

MlaaM. n.:

Yoor letter received. We found, by comparing your »l(;niitiire with that

an the slip of paper, that it was genuine, ard reported so to the company.

They promised to send the stock to ymi to-morrow.

Respectfully,

Clark 4 Co.

Query. Are the fools all dead yet 1
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CHAPTER VII.

THE BOGUS LOTTERIES.

J. M. PATTEE.

In 1877, J. M. Pattee may be said to have been at the very

zenith of his ill-bought prosperity. He was reaping a rich har

vest from the proceeds of the stealings from the Cheyenne Lot-

tery.

His plan at this time was, to open an office, in which he would

place as stool-pigeons, some of his old clerks. While he furnished

the money and the brains necessary to form these schemes, and

get them started, he had a corps of willing confederates, who did

the office work, and shared the profits. They were to take the

chances of arrest, and prosecution, and screen Pattee, while he

was to take the money and pay the bills, and their salaries, and

provide bondsmen and counsel for them, in case of an arrest.

At that time, there seemed very little danger of any inter

ference from any source. Even the denunciations, and exposures

of these different schemes through the daily press, seemed to

have no terror for the men engaged in them, but rather to adver

tise their unlawful business.

This wonderful lottery, that offered such great inducements,

was operated in New York City, and the circulars and tickets

were printed in Maiden Lane, by a printer, who at that time,

probably did all of Pattee's work.

read & oo.

We take here the firm known as Read & Co., Brokers, 79

Nassau Street.

Just before the arrest of these parties, they had moved to 21

Park Place, and had hardly fitted up their office, when the hand

of the law was laid upon them, and Read, and a man named

Ludlam, were obliged to close up their unlawful business. Lud-

lam occupied a part of the office with N. Sherman Read, one of
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Pattee's brothers-in-law. He was one of Pattee's former clerks

oat in Wyoming or Kansas, and was at this time " President " of

the " Bullion Gold and Silver Mining Co.," as described in this

book. A very remarkable tiling, about the circular of this firm,

which we print, and one which would mark it as a fraud, is this

centencc :

" Ticket* $2 each or Ten for $10 ! leaving balance to be deducted from prizes

drawn by tbe tickets !"

ForBTH Qt'ARTKItLY EXTRAORDINARY DRAWTNO I

All Prizes! NoManks!! Every Ticket Wins a Prize ! I !

The immense popularity and satisfaction which these all prize Drawing* have

met with ban induced the mamiger to have an Extraordinary all

prize Drawing, which will take place at

Chkyknne, Wy., March 26, 1*77,

la public and superintended by sworn Commissioners under the management

of Marshall 8. Pike.

Statk Lottkhy!

Legalized by Authority of an Act of the Legislature! These Single Number

Drawings arc never po«t|ioned ! !

Capital Prizk, - f100,000.

Tickets, $2 each, or Ten for $10!

Leaving balance to bo deducted from Prizes drawn by the Tickets!

$722,2<W.OO lit Cash Prizes!

1 C.raod Cash Prize $100,000

1 Grand Cash Prize. 60,000

1 Grand Cub Prize 8.".,000

1 Grand Caah Prize 20,000

1 Grand Cash Prize 10,000

I Grand Cash Price 10,000

1 Orand Cash Prize 6,000

1 GrandCaab Prtae 6,000

1 Grand Cash Prize 6.000

I Grand Cash Prize 6,000

I Grand Cash Prize 3,000

1 (irand Cash Prize 3.000

1 (irand Cash Prize 3,000

I Gtaad Cash Prize 3,'HJO

85 Cash Prizes of 8,000 each. 60,000

» " 1,000 - 76.1*10

as) - 850 « 18.01*3

US - 100 " 10,000

tfa m 80 " 8,000
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100 Cash Prizes of 10 each 1,000

50,000 " 2 " i. 100,000

449,036 " 224,768

600,000 Prizes, amounting to $722,268

WITHIN THE REACH OF ANY ONE TO GAIN A FORTUNE!

The $2 prizos are determined by the last figure on the ticket drawing the

Capital Prize. All tickets having none of the drawn numbers on them are

entitled to 50 cents each ! We will send an assorted package of 20 tickets,

worth $40, for $20, and the other $20 to bo deducted only from the prizes after

the drawings ; this is the best way to secure a good prize ! At the urgent

request of the manager of these cash distributions, we have accepted the

Agency, and shall promptly acknowledge and fill all orders sent to us !

EVERY TICKET DRAWS A PRIZE 1

Probably you have invested in other lotteries and have beeu unsuccessful,

and we want a fair trial to see if we cannot succeed in selling a handsome

prize to you ; try it, and trust to our selection of tickets for you. BTPronipt

in giving information and filling orders and remitting the Official Drawings,

and in payment of prizes. The drawing of the above prizes will be made ill

Public, and conducted by sworn Commissioners. These great Public Draw

ings beiug conducted legally, persons at a distance can rest assured that their

interests are as well protected in their absence as though they were present

and personally superintended the Drawing. Official lists of the drawn num

bers will be sent to each Ticket-holder immediately after the Drawing, and

Prize Tickets cashed at this office on sight and no discount. Persons purchas

ing Tickets or wiuning Prizes need not be kuown. In tho above scheme there

are 500,000 tickets, numbered from 1 to 500,000, and $722,268 in cash distrib

uted among the ticket holders. All letters come safe to bund, and orders

filled punctually, and lists of drawings sent immediately after drawing.

Order early and secure a Fortune for Life. In writing to us do not use postal

cards, as they will not bo answered. The limited number of Tickets now on

hand will be furnished to those who first apply for them. N. 15.—The great

demand for Tickets, owing to the low price and the great popularity of these

Drawings, makes it absolutely necessary for persons desiring to secure Tickets

to remit without delay. Large Prizes will be seut to parties winning them

by Express or Draft on New York. Money can be sent by Mail, Registered

Letter, P. O. Money Order, or Draft on any bank.

C5F We will send 11 Tickets for $10, and leave the balance of $10 to be

deducted from the Prizes drawn by the Tickets, or a package of 22 Tickets

for $20, leaving the other $20, to be deducted (only) from the prizes. This is

the most successful way to purchase, as it gives you 22 chances of winning

$100,000 for $20.

Address Read & Co., Brokers, 79 Nassan St., N. Y.

But lest the inducements in tliis circular should not be decided



THE BOGUS LOTTEBIES. 135

enough, they purpose to turn every purchaser of tickets into an

•gent

All tliat was necessary to become an agent, was to buy $10

worth of tickets. In doing this the purchaser would receive a

ticket sure to draw a prize In this grand scheme, there was

no prize less than a cash prize of $10. " Therefore," the verdant

victim would reason : " I will send and get ten tickets, and

M.-cure my agent's ticket, and then I will sell the ten tickets for

$1 each, get my money back, and I am then sure of my money,

* liether I get a prize or not I am also sure of getting a prize,

because Read & Co. say, tliat every one of these tickets draw, a

prize. Yes, my simple friend, and if they said the moon was

made of green cheese, you would swallow tliat, too.

Then, again, as the purchaser looks over the circular, he says,

** I have ten chances here of drawing $100,000 ;" so the majority

of investors will not only send the $10 and get the ten tickets,

and their agent's ticket, but will also keep all the tickets, so as to

terure if possible one of the largo prizes. From the moment

these tickets are received by him, this poor fool is delighted over

hi* prospective fortune. Ho builds castles in the air ; ho plans

oat fc> buy a farm, or to build some house, or go in eumu exten

sive business on tho net proceeds of this grand investment—

never for a moment dreaming tliat his investment is simply a

deprwit in tho pocket of ono of tho meanest and must contempti

ble framls tliat ever operated through the mails.

A special circular to agents was sent as follows :

AaicNTs' Prizk Tickets Free or Cost)

Evkry Ticket a Prize!

No Blanks I No Blanks ! I

A Fortane within your reach without cost or rink. Any person can easily sell

10 dollars' worth of tickets in tho enclosed Monthly all Prixe Scheme.

nmong |>cnu>iinl fricmls, and

Skcvrk Onk or tiik Aokntr' Piiizk Tickets Free or Cost.

Capital Prizk $.'>,000.00.

Evkry Ticket Wins a Prize !

THXU ark 10,000 Prizes and Only 10,000 Tickets in all.

Oar aole objart in making you this great offer, is to get up a aalo of tickets

id vox Cireat Mouthly All Prize Drawings in your locality.
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No tickets sold in this tho Agents' Great Special Prize Drawing.

These Tickets are given in place of Cash Commissions.

Enclosed -we send you a Grand Scheme of the Monthly State Drawing, tho

grandest and hest scheme ever offered to the public, and if you make up a club

and forward $10 we will send to you by return of mail ton two dollar tickets

and leave the balance of $10 due on them to be deducted from the prizes after

the drawing and also send you free of cost, oue of the monthly tickets and also

one of these Agents' Prize Tickets. Every ticket wins a prize and your name

will be registered on the Agents' Great Prize Register, which will insure you

a prize Free of Coat.

This Gives You a Ticket in Each Drawing Free of Cost.

Draws March 26.

1 Grand Cash Prize of $5,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 3,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 2,000

1 Grand Cash Pr'ze of 1,500

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of - 1,000

1 Grand Cash Prize of 1,000

8,566 Grand Cash Prizes 8,566

20 Grand Cash Prizes of $500 each 10,000

100 Grand Cash Prizes of $250 each 25,000

100 Grand Cash Prizes of $100 each 10,000

200 Grand Cash Prizes of $50 each 10,000

500 Grand Cash Prizes of $'J3 each 12,500

500 Grand Cash Prizes of $10 each 5,000

10,000 Cash Prizes, amounting to $102,566

NOW IS YOUR TIME.

Form a club at once ; remit $10 for 10 of the Monthly Tickets, and secure

one of these Agents' Prizo Tickets, before it is too late. If you cannot remit

at once, inform us how soon you can, and we will lay aside one of the Agents'

Prize Tickets for you.

HOW TO REMIT.

The best way is, write your letter and carefully fold the money in it aud

direct plainly and send by Registered Letter.

No notice will be taken of postal cards. Address

Read & Co., Brokers, 79 Nassau street, New York.
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In case these circulars do not bring the money, in due course of

time the following circular will bo enclosed, with ten tickets, on

credit:

 

 

OmcK ok Rf.ad a Co., Brokers,

71) Noanau ntroct, New York.

/W Sir—Enolnaed, we aond 1 " Ticketa in the 4th Groat Quarterly Prawing,

an 1 by rrmllting $1(1, wo will leave tho balance of $10, due on them to be do-

darted froto the prizes after the drawing.

We will allow you 1 tlrket free for every 10 ticket* yon aril, and on receipt

of $10 w« will aend you by return of m.n!. one ticket free, of rout. Remember

every ticket win* a priie. Being only agent* for tbono State Drawing*, it ia

to oar interest to have yon draw a large prize. Give ua o-ie trial.

If yoa have been unlucky in other drawings, we ho|ie yoa will try tlie State

Lattery and win a largo prize.
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[ySend Money in Registered Letters or Money. Orders.

Fold your money carefully in this sheet, and direct plain to

Read & Co., 79 Nassau street, New York.

Follow these instructions and it will come safe.

In remitting, here sign your Name, Town, County, and State, and forward

the money, iu this sheet, by mail, and it will come safe ; remember and re

gister your letter or send money postal order. Direct plain, to

Read & Co., 79 Nassau street, New York.

N.B.—If you do not desire to keep these tickets, be so good as to return

them. For every 10 tickets you sell, you get one ticket free by return mail,

as soon as the money is received by us.

In order to help along the fraud, they sent a lithograph letter

which we print verbatim :

Office of Read & Co., Bankers,

79 Nassau st.

New York, February, 1877.

Dear Sir—Knowing that many persous who have bought tickets in other

Lotteries, conducted by private individuals have been unsuccessful in the

several schomes of the past year and being desirous of sending a prize on a

Grand Scale to your locality we make you this liberal offer, to see if we can

not succeed iu selling you a prize of at least $1,000. which would be of great

importance to us as it would largely increase our future sales.

We herewith enclose to you a carefully selected pack, and the Grand

Scheme of the Great Qnarterly Drawing of March 26th. By remitting $10,

you get 11 Quarterly tickets worth $20. and also an Agents Special Prize

Ticket. Should you conclude to accept this offer, you can remit $10. at your

earliest convenience. If you do not care to try them yourself some of your

friends may accept of this chance. We are exceedingly anxious to have you

give the State Lottery one trial and this one may be the turning point iu your

life. Take our advice this time and not lose the opportunity. So confident

are we, that we guarantee, in case you fail to draw a prize of at least $100,

wo will present you with a package of tickets in the next drawing—free oi

cost.

We get many enquiries regarding the Wyoming Lottery at Laramie City—

and would here say that we never had any connection with that Lottery.

Truly Yours,

Read & Co.

HORACE J. LONG <fc 00.

In order to farther help forward this swindle, various induce

ments were offered under different names.

Another one of his clerks was started in business by Pattee,



THE BOGUS LOTTERIES. 139

and issued the following circular, which needs no word of com

ment to show its true character :

OrncK ok Horace J. Long a Co.

No. 1212 Broadway, Now York

Feb. 15th, 1877.

Dear Sir.—Enclosed we send you the Grandest .Scheme ever offered to the

Public and if you will introduce our Sales in your County we will give you a

Gold Watch worth from $30 to $100. as we want to open the way for our

fatare Sales and to give an impetus which money could nut do in uuy way of

Advertising. We have kept a margin of $12">.000 in addition to the profits ou

the watches which pays for the 3100. Gold Watches to be given on ( 'nmiuis-

siun Tickets. Wo ahull send to one person in every County a Commission

Ticket which will draw a Gold Watch worth from $30 to $100. 18 K. Que Gold

cases. If you will introduce this our first Scheme in your County and Sell 10.

Tickets we will send you by return of Mail 10 Tickets in the Grand Sale and

also one of the Commission Tickets which must draw a Gold Watch worth

from 3o. to $100. with the privilege that we may refer to you in our next

drawing as being one of the fortunate ones who drew a Gold Watch in the

first Grand Legal Drawing and that you will answer Enquiries regarding the

Watch drawn by you. If you accept this proposition make up a Pool and

forward $10 as soon as |>ossible and the Tickets will be sent you by return of

Mail. There will be one hundred Gold Watches at $100. each One Thousand

(1000) at $60. each one Thousand (1000) at $3J each and one thousand (1000)

at $30. each given away in this special Commission Drawing. Every Ticket

draws a (iold Watch. You will readily see that the $10 forwarded to us will

not reuumerate for the Gold Watch we send you in the first drawing, but your

•caw as a refrrance will pay us ten fold in our future drawing. If you do not

wish to use y»ur own nutne you can use any other providing you will answer

the Enquire yourself regarding the quulity and value of the Gold Watch

drawn by you.

Moping to hear from you soon, we am very truly yours,

Hobaoc J. Long * Co.,

1212 Broadway, N. Y.

EMF.RT A CO.

At the same time Pattee was running those offices, he also had

another clerk named E. X. Can* alias Henry Carson, alias Emery

A Co., at 31 Park Row, where we arrested him and seized 5,(XK)

tickets, 1,500 circular*, 25,500 addressed envelopes and 6,000 old

letters ; also seized at Read & Co.'s 3,000 addressed envelopes,

1\150 tickets and at>oiit 14,000 circulars.

Both of these men were convicted and sentenced in the United
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Status Courts for violation of Postal Laws in sending their circu

lar through the mails.

lu udditiou to this, they were obliged to abandon their busi

ness, -iud tvturu all letters and mail matter coming to them, back

to the seuder thereof.

H. H. PEN'N A CO.

.Vuothor brother-in-law of Pattee carried on another office, with

a similar scheme, under the name of H. H. Penn & Co., 73 Nas

sau Street, Now York.

luwut 1 v E. N. Carr has brought himself before the public again,

1m eouduciing a fraudulent scheme similar to some of Pattee's,

w here ho represents himself as agent for the Royal Havana Lottery,

and noiuU out circulars advertising assorted packages of tickets, and

alter getting the money sent him in answer to the circulars, he

thou returns a piece of paper, which he would have the dupe feel

is .* lottery ticket. It is not worth the paper it is printed on. It

doe.-, not o\on rise to the dignity of a counterfeit. It is a cer-

wucue pretending to entitle the holder to a prize. [See p. 141.]

lie luw lately boon very much exercised because his mail was

stopped v restored letters and money orders) by the Postmaster-

Ccuei.d and has boou at work to secure the services of certain

l\>:igiv.siuou to iutorest themselves in his behalf and secure for

luiu the pmilcgo \>t robbing the people through the mails. A

gio. or t'raud doc* not exist than some of the schemes he has

Ik. ii conducting, lie kept his son at work addressing envelopes

.i'ul -ciuling out his circulars and schemes from 31 Park Row,and

.i 'ici *. u i h.id Ikvu arrested several times in the U. S. Courts and

. <> m.ii, : ■ >.'ii nii>vos down to 142 Fulton street, as

\w iv.. vV Co., whore roceutly both father and son were arrested

.t l v.li hold tor trial.

v > . v\t> l'l 1u.io casu w8tribction. another scheme of

pattee's.

v»» i \i v mood omuls none excelled some of tliese schemes of

1 , . . ii 'uvJioivin law Read.—Read by name, they were

,,, s ' -a" 'vau upon for any return of money sent them.
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[COlTNTKRrKIT TICKET.]

 

LA 1SLA DE CUBA

I F. 33. SORTEO Ninnero 1017 E.

WW^mwwm
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p^Cr.^irtMx, ■nv^n-D>iranvpara«nomWd«r<fltf!lPi</humeffoMIL

K[ Dl EZ Y Si ETE. que ha Uc celabrarse en la Habana el quince de

£1 Administration principal
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td^ef&rTTZ***
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On the back of the ticket is the following:

EXTBACTO

in las i.rvns de la ordexanza de i.oterIab.

El n :-.: i .1 n es an pagaru xl fortaDOR que no puede

ta rccmplozado per otro dc mtxlo olguuo.

El ilrrrcko de perciblr loa prcmlos cadaca a locdos

afloa de vcriflcarse loa aortooa correapondieniea

Todo billete que carezca de loa curudos do armat,

comrnca la Indlrarlon do pngado, cste roto ('> detcrio-

rado en tfrmlnoa que no sea potlble conocer iu Idmii-

dad, v conalderari tin valor alguno

Lea pntnlo* 6 gannnciai & loaju^adorea, aolo to aiuis-

farin por la IhUa oflcial que publica la AdiuioUtraclon.
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These schemes are all characterized by one principle, " get all you

can, and keep all you get."

After the " Wyoming, " " Laramie City," and " Cheyenne "

lotteries had failed, or run out, and after mining schemes had

begun to be dangerous matters to deal in, they launched a foreign

enterprise upon the community, called " The First Grand Public

Cash Distribution, for Educational Purposes, etc.," which was to

take place at Victoria, Can. Most extraordinary inducements

were offered. There were " 100,410 Cash Prizes amounting to

$278,500," with a capital prize of $50,000, and 500,000 tickets at

$1 each. The prospectus said :

TTFFAirr & BEAD.

" This being the First Distribution of a series of three, the

management have appointed Tiffany & Read (being centrally

located) the agents for the United States, for the sale of tickets

and the payment of prizes."

Tiffany & Read were located at Riverside, N. J. This is a very

small town, consisting of a fruit canning establishment, two or

three very small stores, and a few dwellings. The post office was

located in a drug store and tailoring establishment,with an average

daily mail of perhaps 50 letters, until these frauds started, when

it run the receipts up to between one hundred and four or five

hundred letters daily. They issued a three page circular, on the

first page of which was given a list of prizes to be distributed

among ticket holders :

1 cash prize of $50,000, $50,000; 5 $10,000, $50,000 ; 10 $5,000, $50,000 ; down

to 50,000 cash prizes $1, $50,000, and 50,000 50c., $25,000.

On the second page, they urge the recipient to order in quanti

ties, and offer extra inducements to each party they send to, to

become their agents.

This page was printed in large letters and represented 10,000

cash prizes amounting to $100,066, which was to go especially to

their agents, to nobody else / and yet every person ordering five

tickets got one of these agents' tickets, that was sure to draw a
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prize, and if ten tickets were ordered, the purchaser would get

two agents? prize tickets. These were :

" Frrrofeo*t! Every ticket n prize, no blanks! no blanks! You can easily

M-ll (3 worth of tickets iu tlio accompanying Grand Drawing of March 1.">/A

among personal friends, or buy tliem for yourself, and secure one of the agents'

prise tickets, free of cost. Capital price, $.">,0OD. Every ticket wins a prize.

Tbrre are 10,000 prizes and only 10,000 tickets in all. No tickets sold iu this

afrmlt' yrtml •perial prize drawing, all ijirin <nr<iy as aforesaid."

If you will make up a club and forward $T>, we will send to yon, by retnrn

of mail, 3 more tickets, and also send you, free of cost, one of these agenW

/rite ticket*.

Korm a club at once ; remit $5 and get three more tickets and one agents'

prize ticket ; or $10, and get eight more tickets and two agents' prize tickets.

It will thus be seen how very anxious and solicitous these

swindlers were to induce their victim to secure an agents1 ticket

Then, as though the above argument were not sufficient to ensnare

any person indulging in this disreputable way of making money,

they further say :

If you cannot remit at once. Inform ns bow soon you can, and we will lay

■aide the Agent's Price Ticket for you.

Ilalf a loaf is better than no bread at all. I hear some reader

auk, " Why are they so anxious to send the agent's ticket f' They

are not Their anxiety is to get hold of $5 or $10 of good

money, and to send in return a little piece of printed pajwr, not

worth the time it took to print it

Now, pause a moment. You must get inside the ring if you

would understand the full import of this swindle. First, let mo

tell you that Pattee, who operated this scheme at Victoria, Ca.,

ha<l over 3(K>,0<>0 names and addresses. You ask me how I know

this. I reply, because I seized them. Now reflect that to each

one of these names they sent three tickets with their circular—

9no,<MH) tickets used up and distributed, or more than 400,000 more

tickets than they declared on their prwi>cctn8. You say, this is

watered stock. Not so fast. Add to this three more tickets sent

to each party who returns $5; and an agent's ticket bet-idea, and

you have 1,200,000 more tickets. In otlier words, your water is

expanded into vapor. But what does the fraud care, so long as he

gets your money !
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Now it must not be supposed that every person who receives

these tickets is foolish enough to be caught. It would not be

true, for there are many persons who had been bitten by former

schemes, and they did not bite again, any more than a fish bites

the second time, after he has been hooked, nearly landed, and

then falls back into the water.

We give one of the tickets, and one of the agent's prize tickets,

so that the reader may fully understand the scheme of these and

similar scoundrels :

DUr. 269379 tickets $i each.

FIRST

jrmfl jJttMiu |i$l| }i$tritati(m

AT VICTORIA, CAN.

MAKCH IStlt, 18VT.

This Ticket entitles the bearer to such prize as may be drawn by

its number, payable on presentation.

tiffany k head, Agts. DANIEL R. McDONALD, Manager.

§0. 7582 FIRST

GRAND PUBLIC GASH DISTRIBUTION,

AGENTS' PKXZB

This Ticket entitles the holder to such prize as may be drawn by its

number.

MARCH 15, 1877. DANIEL R. McDONALD, Manager.

The circular, above referred to, proposes to secure " Afortune

for a small outlay" and represents that there is to be a series of
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three drawings, and the managers are particularly anxious that

each ticket holder shall draw a prize in this first distribution, bo

as to recommend the scheme to others.

Now suppose they really desired, or intended to have a draw

ing. It will be seen at a glance, that it would bo an impossibility

to do so, from the fact that so many hundreds of thousands of

tickets were out that no one would know at all who had paid for

tickets or not One thing, they did not demand the return of

these tickets. No ; what they were after was the money, or if

there was a demand, it was to secure not so much the tickets, but

remind the receiver that the money had not been sent. In other

words, this demand was a gentle hint for them to send the money

in jiaymcnt. This they got, and Pattee took good care to have it

placed where it was secure, and where no creditors could get their

hands upon it

But there is necessarily a considerable expense attending the

starting of one of these schemes. There is the printing of the

circulars and tickets, office rent and clerk hire of four to six per

sons to address envelopes, then the envelope and the letter

postage on each.

About the only way to circumvent this villainy is to wait till

the scheme is launched, and at that moment pounce upon them,

before there are many returns through the mail.

Too ask, how did you get these names? What became of

tbexc frauds!

Read, of tliis concern, was too sick to arrest and having Pattee

in hand, with various others of his clerks, for other matters, we

were content in this instance to send back letters addressed to

Tiffany Ac Read to the writer thereof, through the Dead Letter

Office, where they were sent under the rule.

The 800,000 names were on the stubs of the tickets (for the

tickets were printed like check books, with a stub where tho

name and address was entered) and were found at 5 Beckman

rtreet N. T. city, under rather peculiar circumstances.

10
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CHAPTEK Till.

HAVANA AND NEW BRUNSWICK LOTTERIES.

EEAD & CO., NEW HAVEN, CONN.

The deputy postmaster of New Haven, Conn., one day came to

my office and complained of a little short man who was receiving

hundreds of letters daily through his office, addressed Read & Co.,

and it was further explained that each day this man sent a letter

to some party at No. 5 Beekman street, New York. This little

fellow was none other than a small specimen of a man—and the

right bower of Pattee in his swindling schemes—N. Sherman

Read.

They were trading on the known reputation of what was once

considered a respectable lottery, but now strange rumors are afloat

against the good faith of even the Royal Havana Lottery ; and

from my knowledge of its operations and of the known charac

ters of its agents here, I say in most positive terms, I would not

invest one dollar in it, even if I had more money than I knew

what to do with and had no scruples as to this form of gambling.

The only redeeming quality about this fraud was that it served

to check the Havana lottery, that pretended to be fair and honor

able, and yet while so purporting swallowed up thousands of dol

lars of money belonging to poor people.

Many people cannot conceive it possible that persons can be so

foolish as to invest money in lottery schemes, while others ignore

all laws or morals and defend the practice. But if the reader

will consider what is presented, under the head of " Lotteries,"

he will, I think, see good and sufficient reasons why these insti

tutions should not exist.

The poor are infatuated with the promises held out in adver

tisements put forth in the newspaper and in their circulars. They

struggle with poverty. They hear of some person who has drawn

a prize. They are needy and destitute ; their children are poorly
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clothed and worse fed ; their earnings are scarce enough to fill the

months of their little ones with bread. Something must be done.

They dream over what they would do if they should draw a prize.

To them $500 would be a fortune. They dream over this till

they are goaded on to risk a chance or two. So at last they

decide to try just one ticket. The scanty store of food and fuel

is cut down, the wail of the hungry child grows feebler, as for

lack of food it grows weaker and weaker. The heart of the parent

is deluded by the foolish anticipation that perchance he shall win

a prize of soino sort or other at the next drawing, and then he

will make amends.

Tlius with eyes blinded, conscience seared and affection Rmothered,

by this will-o'-the-wisp in this vast forest of fraud, they are led

on to their own ruin, their families beggared, and all to enrich a

few men. Volumes might be written on this point. While a few

men thus grow richer each year, hundreds and thousands grow

poorer and poorer. The widow's mite goes to fill the coffers of

these few men who keep elegant houses, dashing teams of horses,

and squander magnificent wealth upon themselves and companions.

There are laws in every State in the Union but one against this

abominable traffic, yet this unlawful business is foisted upon us,

and sworn officials continually violate their oath of office and

allow it to exist.

But to return to the facts, after learning the story of the New

Ilaren Deputy Postmaster, wo visited immediately No. 5 Beekinan

street, and found located in a little back room up some three

flights of winding stairs, the office of Read & Co., of New Haven,

Conn.

This office was in charge of two young ladies, who were hired

to answer letters and send tickets and circulars to customers.

Read was located at New Haven, where he, after receiving the

mail each day, took the money out, and then sent a li»t of names,

and the number of tickets to be sent to each party to these young

bvlios and they mailed the tickets in reply.- Each of these young

ladies represented themselves as hired by Read and Pattee, and

stated they received their pay from the latter. Pattee, it must be
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considered, is the unknown factor in all his schemes. The only

persons who ever know him, are those whom he hires to do his

printing for him. He pays good prices, as do all these frauds, as

they pay not only for the work done, but also for the man. The

printer sails his manhood, when he, for the sake of the little he

can make off these jobs, becomes party to the unlawful traffic,

and encourages it by his silence.

Placing a police officer in charge of this office, we secured a

warrant and seized the list of names and addresses already referred

to as used in his " Grand Cash Distribution Co.," of Victoria Can.,

and also as follows : 15,000 old letters, mostly to the Grand Cash

Dis. Co. ; 10,000 circulars of this counterfeit lottery ; 500 1-40

tickets; two reams of water-marked paper for printing these

tickets ; and full sets of dies, stamps, type, &c, for making

tickets. The circulars sent out from New York all bore the

address of Read & Co., New Haven, Conn., where the replies

were to be sent.

These circulars were mailed from this office, these yonng ladies

writing the addresses on about a thousand envelopes daily. The

envelopes were received by them sealed, with the circulars all

folded within, and they had nothing to do but address them and

place a three-cent stamp on each, and then one of Pattee's clerks

called in the evening and conveyed the same to the post office.

This scheme, as has already been stated, consisted in counter-

teiting Havana Lottery tickets. We give their circulars simply

to show how infamous a story these men are capable of printing

in order to deceive and defraud the public. [See page 149.]

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Next Drawings June 13th and June 28th.

1st.—The Royal Havana Lottery is conducted by the SPANISH GOV

ERNMENT on the same honorable principles as our NATIONAL

BONDS.

2d.—The fairness and strict integrity ofthe Drawings have never been doubted

or questioned, and the scheme of this lottery and the honorable manage

ment make it a favorite investment with the Public, as the amount is

bnt a trifle compared to the magnificent Prices to be drawn.
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3d.—We advise parties -who have tried their luck in other Lotteries and been

unsuccessful, to give the

Royal Havana Lottery a Fair Trial

It is known all over the world for its fairness and promptness in paving

Prizes. It is a Government Lottery, and we pay its Prizes on demand

at our office in United States Currency.

Single Tickets $1 Each.

(Fortieths.)

4th.—The most successful way to purchase is to buy a Package. We will, on

receipt of $5, send by return Mail a Package of five Tickets (40ths) or

ten Tickets for $10. You will receive all different numbers, and every

Ticket may draw a Prize ; it is worth the risk. Always remit the money

when you order.

5th.—Please state to us when you remit for a Package whether or not we may

refer to you in case you draw a Prize of $1,000 or more, and whether you

will answer all enquiries promptly concerning the same, as we are

anxious to extend our sales.

6th.—We enclose this printed form so that in sending your order there can be

no mistake in your name and address.

Money received too late mil be invested in next Drawing. Draws every 17 days.

Agents Wanted. Send for Particulars.

Enclose the Money in this Sheet and write your

Name

Town

County

State

And forward to us by Mail in registered letter, plainly addressed.

Address all letters to Bead a Co.,

New Haven, Conn.

HUGH M'KAT & CO.

After the 300,000 names and addresses and the paraphernalia of

the counterfeit lottery schemes had been seized and placed in the

hands of the property clerk at police headquarters, for safe keep

ing as evidence, the Police Commissioners ordered it delivered

back to J. M. Pattee, as he has since boasted. Immediately on

receipt of these names, papers, documents, etc., Pattee sliipped

them to St. Stephens, N. B., where shortly afterwards was

launched another swindle, the last end of which still lingers in

the land. As this is now in operation, we give a full set of cir

culars as sent out. Let it be remembered that this scheme
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« tkcjond tho reach of the United States authorities. The McKay

in it is said to be an ex-chief of police. Of him I caanut speak.

But I have it from Puttee's own lips that he started it, and that

"Nate" Read (X. Sherman Read) was there running it. It is

the safest plan for this precious fraud to remain a respectable dis

tance from New York.

Later.—While the above was in the hands of the printer, on

Sept. 22, 1880, while pacing down Nassau street I discovered

this gent paying a flying visit to New York. I accompanied him

to the General Sessions Court, where he was committed in de

fault of bail, and on the 28th September he was sentenced to

ninety days in the Penitentiary. It's a long lane that has no turn.

A former partner of this man says: " Pattee deposited his

moneys in a bank in Nassau street, New York, as Ilugh McKay

<Jt Co., and whenever he paid a bill he drew a check in this name

to his own order, and then endorses it, with his right name on the

back, over to order of tho party ho was paying." This is doubt-

1«^* to prevent people from knowing where his money is, and so

that thofo he swindles, if they sue him, can find nothing.

The five circulars following were all sent in one envelope to

each customer. They were usually enclosed in a light buff enve-

lo]>e, with a printed notice that, " If not delivered in 20 days, re

turn to Box 290, St Stephens, N. B." The object of this is to

perfect their list, and check off those who do not receive these

epistles, so that they need not waste their documents in future

enterprises:

Agents' Special Distribution I

Important!

Every Ticket Wins a Prize.

CoNTtDEXTlAL TO AOKNTH.

/nr Sir.—Wo are satUUwl tliut unloin nnm« extraordinary meamirm are

tmkra to Ret up an inten-M, tho aale of tirkrt* cannot \xi increased.

Tharafora wo bare determined to distribute a number of large Rifts, varying

la value some f100, some $u00, some $1,000, 4tc.—in all oi toe dinVrrnt State*

and Province*, selecting such localities as are dnemod bout, ami to do so in

equity and Justice to all we have decided to bavo a soparate and ijtcclal <lia
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tribution. No tickets will be sold in it. Bat each agent who remits $10 for

tickets in either the Monthly or Quarterly Gift Soiree will receive one of these

special prize tickets, and a prize will be awarded to its number. These prize

tickets will bo evenly distributed in the different States and Provinces among

our agents free of charge, and by publishing their names and amount in some

of the leading papers will have a telling effect—more than $100,000 spent in

advertising. We would like to have you act as agent in your locality. By

remitting 810 you can secure 10 tickets in the Monthly or 20 in the Qnarterly,

and the prize ticket by return of mail ; or we will send the tickets on com

mission, with the privilege of returning what you fail to sell, but the prize

ticket will not bo sent until the tickets are paid for, as every agent's ticket

wins a prize, varying in value, from $1 to $1000. In remitting say, " Send

Prize Ticket."

Address all orders to Hugh McKay & Co.,

St. Stephen, N. B., Canada.

Agents Wanted.

By a little exertion a Fortune may be secured Free of Cost.

Royal Gift Soiree.

Hugh McKay & Co., Managers, St. Stephen, N. B.

Extraordinary Inducements! Ten Tickets for $5.

Dear Sir—We would liko to have you accept an Agency. Tickets in the

quarterly will be sent on commission, with the privilege of returning all you

fail to sell at any time previous to the drawing. The Coupon-Tickets are $1

each, but wo will allow you to soil ten for $5, and leave $5 due on them, to be

deducted from the ticket winning by Approximation. This gives 10 chances

to win ten prizes for the small outlay of only $5, either of which may be the

highest Prze. We will allow you one ticket free in the monthly as commis

sion, which gives you a chance to win $25,000, free of cost. By remitting $5

yourself you secure 10 chances in the Quarterly and one in tho Monthly. The

surest way to win a large prize is to remit $10, and secure 20 Coupon-Tickets

in the Quarterly, and also an Agent's Special Prize Ticket as commission, free

of cost. This gives you 21 chances to secure a fortune for the small sum of

$10. The best plan is to sell 10 Coupon-Tickets to one Person or Club for $5.

But you can sell single tickets at 50 cents each. If you accept an Agency

here sign your Name,

Poet Office,

County,

State,

and forward this sheet to us plainly directed to Hugh McKay <fe Co.,

St. Stephen, New Brunswick, Canada,

and tho tickets will be sent you by return mail.

SO per cent, will be allowed to Agents, if desired, as Commission, instead of

Extra Tickets. N. B.—Postage is only three cents.
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SO for $10! Extraordinary InduckmkntbI!

We will lame Club Package of Twenty Coupon Ticket* (50th), in the Royal

Quarterly, for Ten Dollars, anil leave tUu balance of Teu Dollars duo on them

to lie deducted from the Prizes after the Drawing. We cau do this ami give

you twenty chance* to wiu Twenty Prizes for $10, as every Teu Tickets must

draw one of the Approximation Prizes. For instance, if 2357 wins the highest

Prize, all tickets ending with figure seven (7) are entitled to one of the Ap

proximation Prizes. Therefore, there must be two Prizes at least in each

Package of Twenty Ticket*. With a Package of Twenty Tickets yon stand a

chance of winning Twenty Prizes—either of which may be the Capital Prize.'

We will issue the tickets in two separate Packages of Ten Coupon Tickets

each. In this way tho Agent can make up two separate Clubs. Send your

orders for Tickets at ouco before it is too late. Address all orders to

Hugh McKay A Co.,

St. 8tephen, New Uruuswick, Canada.

Tkrms to Agkntb.

Each Agent shall receive by return of mail, on receipt of $10, Twenty

Coupon Tickets, and also one " Agent's Prize Ticket," free of charge, as com-

niaaion. Any person remitting $10 for himself will be entitled to the Agent's

Prise Ticket the same as though he acted as Agent.

NoTICK T") THK Pl'BUC.

1st. These Grand Soiree* and Distribution of Cash (lift* are under the man-

agwuasit of Hugh McKay, late Chief of Police. Therefore, from the start,

honesty of management and success were assured.

8d. The next Soiree and Distribution of Gifts will take place on the 31st of

aiarrh. and the 3t)ih of each mouth, unless it falls on Sunday, in which cam' it

will be on the following day, viz., Man-h 31*t, April 30th, May 30th, and ao

on, each month. The fairness nnd strict integrity of these Gift Soiree*, under

the management of Hugh McKay <&. Co., cannot be doubted or questioned, and

the magnificent Schedule of Gifts and bonorablo management make it a

favorite investment with the public, as the amount is but a trifle compared to

the Gifts. Every one ban confidence in the integrity of the management.

3d. We advise persons who have iuvested in lotteries, and been unsuoceaa-

fal, to give this Enterprise one trial.

4th. The best way for success is to purchase a package of 13 coupon tickets,

all different numUers. On receipt of $10, we will send Vi coupon tickets, or 8

far $5.

6th. Tickets In the Quarterly will be sent to agents for sale, and no money

required until after they are sold.

6th. Persona desiring tickets in the Monthly must remit the money when

they order the tickets, as the time is too short to send tickets on commission

ami grt return* ; the lieat way to secure a large irift is to buy a package of 131

assorted numbers. Price, $10.
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7th. Please state to us when you remit for a package of 12 assorted tickets,

whether or uot we may refer to you in case you get a gift of $500 or upwards,

aud whether you will answer all inquiries promptly concerning the same, as

we are anxious to enlarge our business. No names are ever given without

permission.

8th. We inclose this printed form so that in sending your orders there can

be no mistake in your name and address. Money received too late will be in

vested in the next nearest date.

Agents wanted. Send for tickets ; no money required until after they

are sold.

Enclose the money in this sheet, and write your

Name,

Town,

County,

State,

And forward to us by mail, in registered letter, plainly addressed to

Hugh McKay & Co.,

St. Stephen, New Brunswick, Canada.

Eoyal Gift Soiree,

Hugh McKay & Co., Managers, St. Stephen, New Brunswick.

Success and honesty of management assured. Hugh McKay, commissionaire

and manager, refers with pride to the entire community as to his past record

and the honorable manner in which he has discharged his official duties while

in public office.

Royal Monthly Gift Soiree.

These monthly gift soirees are given at St. Stephen, N. B., Canada,

On the 30th of each month.

WHOLE TICKETS $1 EACH. 1 GIFT IN 9.

The surest way to secure a large prize is to remit $10 and secure 12 tickets,

all different numbers.

$25,000 for $1.

1 Grand Gift $25,000

1 Grand Gift 15,000

1 Grand Gift 10,000

1 Grand Gift 8,000

1 Grand Gift 6,000

1 Grand Gift 5,000

1 Grand Gift 4,000

] Grand Gift 3,000

1 Grand Gift » 2,000

5 Gifts of$1,000 each 5,000

5 Gifts of 500 each 2,500

10 Gifts of 200 each 2,000
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Id Gift* of lOOeach 1,000

90 Gift* of 60each 1,000

2,000 Gifts of 2 each (Approximations,) 4,000

90,000 Cash Gifts (Approximations,) 10,000

22,0r>9 Cash Gift* amounting to $103,500

These grand disbursements of gifts are never postponed. Prizes paid iu full

in gold.

PrUe tickets cashed on sight. Prize money will be sent by express or bank

draft to any part of the world. These drawings are uiude every thirty days,

and never postponed, and conducted on the suuie honorable principles as bank

ing institutions. There are only 200,000 tickets at SI each.

How to be successful.—We will send a package of six tickets in the monthly

an receipt of $5—all dinVreut nurulxrs. The surest way to win a large prize

is to remit $10 and secure twelve diiVcrcut numbers. There is a chance iu every

msii> life to muko n fortune ; this may be your last chalice. There is every

thing in buying from a responsible and lucky house. If you desire to win a

Urge prize remit at once. Direct plainly to

Hloh McKay a Co.,

St. Stephen, New Brunswick.

Always state whether yon desire monthly or quarterly tickets.

Royal Quartkrlv Gift Soirm.

The next Royal Quarterly Gift Soiree will be given at St. Stephen, N. B.,

Canada, April 28, 1^9.

Coupon Ticektb, $1 Each.

By remitting $10 we will send a club package of 20 coupon tickets and leave

the balanro of ten dollars to lx< deducted from the prizes after tho drawiug,

•has git ing yon a chance to draw 20 prizes for $10.

Grand Scikdclk or Gifts.

(Averaging one to every ten tickets.)

1 Grand Gift $200,000

1 Grand Gift 50,000

1 Grand Gift , 95.000

1 Grand Gift 10,000

1 Grand Gift 6,000

1 Grand Gift 6,000

1 Grand Gift 6,000

I Grand Gift 6,000

60 Gifts of $1,000 each 60.000

fiOGiftaof 600 each 2.\000

SOOGiftaof 100 each 20.000

900 Gifts of 6<l each 10,000

UOOO approximation GifU of $260 each 1,860,000

iv&UU Gifts amounting to $l,66.'>,0uo
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Prizes Paid in Full in Gold. No Discount.

Official lists of the gifts awarded will be sent to each ticket holder immedi

ately after the distribution, and the gifts paid in full. In ordering tickets

write your name and post office address plainly. Agents wanted. No money

required until after the tickets are sold in the quarterly ; but all orders for

tickets in the monthly must be accompanied by the money as the time is too

short to send out tickets on commission. Liberal pay allowed our agents.

Write immediately for terms and an agency, tickets, etc. The names of per

sons buying tickets or winning gifts are never made known without their

consent. Persons at a distance can rest assured their interests nre as well

protected as though they were present. All communications strictly confiden

tial. The tickets are printed in the following style : They are divided into

fiftieths and designated by the figure 50 on the face of each coupon ticket—

fifty of these bearing the same number constitute one whole ticket, price $50,

and each coupon $1, price $1, admits one person. There are only 50,000 tickets

in tne quarterly.

Read the following flattering notices. These soirees and distribution of cash

gifts enjoy the confidence of all, and we assure our readers that they can rely

on being dealt with honestly, whether absent or present.

" We have yet to learn of an instance where gift enterprises were not con

ducted honestly and fairly in the Dominion of Canada."—Manchester Jour

nal, n.

" Most lotteries have fallen into disrepute on account of bad management,

but we have never known of a single instance in the Dominion of Canada

where a Gift Enterprise was not conducted honestly. Who is there among us

that would not invest one dollar in an honest enterprise, conducted ou busi

ness principles like the one at St. Stephen, where the honesty and integrity of

the management is beyond question or doubt?"—Commercial Gazette.

The fairness and integrity of the drawings cannot be doubted. Persons who

have invested in lotteries and been unsucces ful should not fail to invest ten

dollars and secure twenty chances to win the capital prize. Club packages of

ten tickets for five dollars. Bu^ the surest way to win a large prize is to remit

ten dollars and secure twenty different numbers.

References : David Main, Justice of the Peace ; D. W. McCormick, esquire.

Inspector, S. K. Nesbit, Deputy Sheriff of St. Stephen.

Supervisor, G. W. Foster, Esquire, St. Stephen, N. Ii., Canada.

How to Remit Money.—Send bank bills in registered letters, post office

money orders, or bank draft.

Agents Wanted. Send for particulars, conditions, &c. No money re

quired until after tickets are sold. Address all orders to

Hugh McKay & Co.

St. Stephen, New Brunswick, Canada.

Any person ordering tickets would receive back a letter ac

knowledging receipt of money ; and offering extra inducements



HAVANA AND NEW BEUNSWICK LOTTERIES. 157

to order more tickets at once. A person sending $3 for tickets

would receive back their tickets, as advertised on the circulars,

and this inducement to order more :

Aa you hare sent oa &l, anil as there is yet time beforo the drawng, we

will arml you G more tickets, aud another prize ticket for $2 more, thus K'VU1K

you the benefit of agents' rates.

Tlie agent's ticket, with the English Coat of Arms, was

printed on white paper in bright red, as follows :

PRIZE TICKET, 987

l^Nif3l ROYAL MEWBRUNSWICK

3^1111* W&SWtUOL

^S^!£>§a^
Draws March 10, 1879..

*$ggw This Ticket entitles the holder to such Prize as may

be drawn by its number. Every Ticket wln» u "rile. ,

HUSH KcSAT & CO., Uaaigcn.

The ordinary ticket, on cheap pink pajwr, as follows on the

front, while on the back it contained the list of prizes.

 

$10,000 FOR 50 CENTS.

ROYAL GIFT SOIREE, ;
Srawi March 10th, 1879, at St Stephen, N. B.

ThisTicket entitles the owner tosuch Gift aa may lie drawn by its numlier.

TICKETS, FIFTY CEISTTS.

No. 1S20N86 HTOH IklAT « CO., Xiaaftn.

The essence of their biuiucea is shown in the letter from a lady,

i follows :
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Indianola, June 1, 1880.

Dear Sir.—I enclose you some lottery directions. Those fellows are doubt

less a band of swindlers. They sent me some tickets and wanted me to sell

them, and I did so on the good honest promise and directions for doing right.

I sold the tickets to two ladies ; ladies who never touched a lottery ticket

before in their lives, and always thought they never would. I think this thing

ought to be advertised all over our United States, to save our States from the

swindle. Those ladies sent their money by me, and when he sent me the re

ceipt for the money, he wanted me to send the receipt back, and wanted me

sell five dollars' worth more tickets for him, which tickets he had not sent.

I think likely they work under fictitious names.

A. D.

Then to quicken those who had received tickets on sale, and

those also who might receive the circulars, into ordering tickets

or sending money, they also sent each party a copy of the

following :

Office of Hugh McKay & Co., >

St. Stephen, N. B., March 22, 1879. J

Notice of Final Settlement.

Our agents and patrons are now notified that all accounts must be closed

and settled before April 28th, which day has been decided upon for the final

settling up and distribution of gifts in "The Royal Quarterly Gift Soiree."

This decision is unchangeable, and positively not a day longer will be granted

to any of our agents. The official list will be sent out immediately after April

28th, and all prize tickets cashed after tbat date.

Yours truly, &c,

Hugh McKay & Co.

Having made diligent search for more than three years for a

prize ever paid by one of these schemes of Pattee, I have yet to

learn of a single person anywhere who has ever drawn a prize to

the value of one dollar.

After this was started and well under way, Pattee returned to

New York and started the bogus " Banker and Broker " office of

Simpson & Co., as has already been described, also Ileath & Co.

After these were closed up, those who had been made the recip

ients of circulars about once a month, for the past year or more,

from Hugh McKay & Co., began to receive another circular from

another concern equally fraudulent, sent out from Montreal,

Canada, under name and address of " Thomas L. Davis, Post Office

Box 1966." The writer has received numerous complaints from
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various persons, and some were accompanied by envelopes and cir

culars from both the Montresd and St. Stephen frauds, and on

aome of these envelopes the address was in identically the same

hand writing.

The last dodgo of the St. Stephen fraud, is to send gratui

tously ten tickets, offering to accept half payment or $o, and

credit the balance, to bo deducted from prizes drawn. As appar

ent as this old and transparent fraud is, yet there arc hundreds

who fall into the trap and send their money, only to lose it all,

without any return whatever.

In order to help along this St. Stephen schemo still further,

there was another dodge resorted to, in New York City. A let

ter was sent to all the addresses that could bo procured, enclosing

6 tickets for" sale, together with a lithographic letter.

We give the two letters, as sent :

OmcB or M. Dootjx,

Baxkxb and Bbokkr, No. 1489 Broadway,

New York, Feb. 96, 1879.

Ma.

Assr Sir—Enclosed find six Tickets for Bale on commission. Remit n* noon

a* you can, ami on receipt of the. money, we will forward the I'rizo Ticket to

you.

For erery 6 told by yon, yon can receive one prise ticket also.

Yours,

(Signed) M. Dooux.

These were exactly tho same tickets as before described.

LETTER NO. 2.

Orncie Rotal N«w Brunswick Gift Sontr.r..

J)esr Sir—The Manager* are satisfied aome extra inducement must be given

hi order to increase the sale of tickets.

Therefore they have decided to have • separate drawing, and distribute m

large ntirnlxr of Prizes among their Agents in different localities, souie of$100,

■•me $.i«, some $51)0, »odm $1CXM», etc. Every ticket in this Special draw ing

for tl>e benefit of Agents will win a prise; none of these tickets will be sold,

bat if yon will introduce their new and popular uO cent ticketa in yonr local

ity, by selling six tickets in the regular drawing of March loth, Capital l'rise

$10,000, and remit |3, wo will send by return of mail six tickets, and also one

of the special prise tickets free of cost, which insures you a prise, or we will

■cod the tickets and you remit wueu sold.
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When you remit state if you •will allow ua to publish your uame and the

amount of Prize drawn by you as it might benefit our sales more than $5,000

spent in advertising.

Write immediately if you desire to win a prize. For full particulars,

Tickets &c, address our authorized Agent,

M. Dooltn, Esq.,

No. 1469 Broadway, New York.

This last letter certainly contained flattering inducements, to

one who, on reading it, had not brains enough to see " Fraud "

written all over it.

Only think, for selling 6 tickets, or for the small sum of $3,

you can secure a ticket that surely draws a prize, and these

prizes all run from $100 to $10,000 cash. " What a fraud !"

every one exclaims as they read this, and yet, reader,

enough persons bite at this bait, to enrich the scoundrels who

perpetrate such swindles, unless they are watched and checked by

the post office officials at the start.

It is better than a play to head off one of these sharpers, and

bring him to justice. There is a pleasure in stretching a 6trong

arm between them and their victims.

" O," but you say, " what fools people are to send money to

such schemes ! They ought to be swindled." Not so fast. All

are not so wise as you. Many a person brought up in the coun

try, surrounded with pure influences in the home, is thoroughly

honest, and believes others are too. Besides, many a one honestly

does not see any wrong in a lottery; and many a weak one is

tempted, while multitudes of thoughtless ones believe everything

they see in print, and never stop to ask a question.

There is not a lottery in existence I would invest one dollar in,

because there is not one chance in 10,000 of my drawing a prize.

Still, I presume, after reading this book many persons will be

just as susceptible to any new dodge or scheme as though they

had not read this.

Do not charge it to me. / reiterate, do not send your money

to any person who offers more than 100 cents in valuefor a dol

lar. It cannot be done. No business can be honestly conducted

on any such basis.
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As a proof that Davis, of Montreal, is a Yankee fraud, read

the first " Important Notice," in the circular below :

ty-Eead This Carefnlly.^J

tyThe Three most reliable lotteries in the World !.£3

Impoktaxt Notice.

To the Public :

In view of certain new and recent regulations by which the United State*

Postal Authorities assume to supervise and decide what clans of mail matter

shall be sent to the citizen, thereby arrogating to themselves a right to inter

fere with the private correspondence of American freemen which would not

be tolerated by any monarchy in Europe, we have established a General

Agency for the sale of tickets in all legalized and reliublo Lotteries outside, of

their Jurisdiction.

KXTRAORD1XARY OFFER.

On receipt of $10, we will send yon a certificate of an

A8AORTKD PACKAOK

of90 tickets, all different numbers representing, to wit :

10 Half tickets in the Louisiana State Lottery 41"

6 Fortieths in the Knyal Havana Lottery 6

4 Whole tickets in the Kentucky State Lottery 4

Making a total in value of. ~ $30

and leave $10 due on them to he deducted from the prizes drawn by you. Your

rhanres to win a large prize are three times greater than ever before offered

and the outlay only one half.

BY THIS FLAM

yon have 90 chances to win large prizes in three of the most reliable and heat

Lotteries in the known world, which include three capita! prizes. Persona

who bare been unfortunate heretofore should not fail to embrace this, and

perhaps their last opportunity to secure a fortune. The amount is small and

yonr chance to win the best ever offered.

PRIZK* CASHED OX fUUITT.

All prize* will be cashed by us on sight or sent by Draft or Express to the

persons winning tbem in any part of the world.

HOW TO RKMIT MOMCT.

Special Notice. —Do not fail to follow these instructions and your money

will eoote to us safely.

Spud Bank draft on New York or Montreal, or fold the money carefully in

yonr letter, so it cannot be seen by holding up to a light, and forward it by

aasil, same as any ordinary letter and it will come safe. P—Uf* omlg 3 crals.

11
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Should any money be received too late fur this drawing it will be placed in

the first drawing after this.

Persons desiring to avail themselves of our liberal offer should not fail to

remit as soon as possible.

Order received for single tickes, but persons should avail themselves of the

above liberal terms, and remit at least $5, which will secure 10 tickets.

Address all Orders plainly to

Thomas L. Davis,

Post OflBce Box 1966, Montreal, Canada.

13*20 Tickets for $10 \J&

CW They Never Postpone. They Pay their Prizes Promptly ! jfj

That they " never postpone," is true. There is no drawing to

postpone. If no drawing, then consequently no prizes. The

prize the purchaser secures is the ticket lie receives. The prize

the fraud secures is the money the deluded fool sends.

Tliis last scheme has but just started. Before it had been out

two weeks, I reported the same to the Post OflBce Department,

with a request that the matter be referred to the Canadian Gov

ernment, and steps are now being taken to nip it in the bud.

Later.—It has been squelched.

The last effort of Pattee was the running of a bucket shop, as

Montgomery Perry & Co., in Exchange Place.

I hope none of our readers think or suppose for one moment

we have described all of Pattee's fraudulent schemes. We have

not. He has been engaged in many others, but space will not

admit of any further attention to this sly, sneaking old fraud,

who to-day is rich from the moneys he has swindled innocent

people out of.
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CHAPTER IX.

WATCH AND JEWELRY 8WINDLER8.

While Buckwalter and Baxter may be considered as the head

of the stock swindlers, and Pattee tho principal in bogus lottery

and fraudulent mining enterprises, it remains for Elias to carry

off the honors as the prince of swindlers in the watch and jewelry

tine. With this man plan followed plan in rapid succession, and

frequently he was conducting two or three at the same time.

Elian and his brother acquired considerable notoriety as the

original "Dollar Store" men, on Broadway. For years this

•tore was operated with great success, and being extensively

advertised, was thronged by thousands of purchasers. His plan

there, was to scour the market for goods that were a little out of

style, and for odd lots that ho couhl buy below the market price.

He filled his shelves with " Yankee notions" of all descriptions,

that he could purchase so as to sell for a dollar. There is no ques

tion that when this store first opened, he oftentimes offered to

the public, goods cheaper than they could be purcliased at whole-

ale. But while he was running this enterprise, he was also en

gaged in other operations through the mail.

One peculiarity alumt this man was that he managed to obtain

almost absolute control over his clerks. It is supposed that this

was done by paying them liberal salaries. He also was remark

able for securing immunity from arrest and prosecution by the

police authorities. It was only when the laws of tho United

States in reference to swindling operations carried on through the

mails were set in motion, that he met with serious embarrassment

in liis swindling operations.

1 1 if various schemes were usually conducted through the agency

of tlie clerks in his employ, who always seemed willing to stand

between their employer and any trouble, even submitting to ar

rest and exposure, rather than to disclose their principal and

backer.
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While we shall not charge Mr. Elias with being the responsible

manager of the following scheme, yet from his application to the

postal authorities concerning the mail involved in the case, it is

well known that he was interested in it.

J. WRIGHT A CO.

This jewelry scheme is that which was advertised as the

" Parisian and Geneva Watch Co."

Advertisements of this concern were published in nearly all of

the so-called sporting papers, and more especially in such publi

cations as the " Waverly Magazine."

A description of this single scheme will be sufficient to en

lighten the public as to the method of operation pursued in all.

A letter written in answer to the advertisement would bring back

a circular. In this circular, which we give on page 165, it will

be seen that most extravagant statements are made concerning

the Geneva Watch Co. It is represented as having supplied the

greater part of the civilized world, for over two hundred years,

with about two-thirds of the timepieces that have been in use,

and that now it has turned all of its capital and machinery to the

manufacture of the $4.00 watch.

A careful reading of this circular will disclose a fraud upon its

face, notwitlistanding which, thousands of those who received it,

eager to secure a watch and chain for the small sum of $5, did not

stop to carefully examine, but rashly forwarded their money,

simply to lose it.

Instead of having an office at 609 Broadway, this concern re

ceived their mail in a small room, similar to a hall bedroom, in

the third story of No. 599 Broadway.

A person sending $4 for this watch would receive back a noti

fication that his name had been placed upon the list, and that

when his turn came he would receive his watch. Any person,

however, who should order a chain, sending $1 as payment, would

receive back a printed circular or notice, informing him that

owing to the great pressure of business, the firm were unable to

fill so small an order, but that if he would send $4 for a watch,



WATCH AND JEWELRY SWINDLERS. 165

Accomplished at Last !

Tee ENTIRE WORKS of a WATCH

BAM BT DAOHDinT !

Wti© Oenava watoli Oompany la

ew*«l.l.W|
Drer C,000 Watrkes HaoufaclaTed Dally.

A Watch that is Endorsed by all the leading

Jewelers in Europe and America*

Tbe great Geneva Watch Company which ban supplied the gnat*

est part of tbe civilixej world for over two hundred years with sboiH

two-thirds of tbe lime pieces that have been in use, hare at laat

turned their sole attention, including all of their capital and machin

ery, to tbo maimlactui ing of tbo

FOUR DOLLAR GENEVA WATCH,

eo widely and ao favorably known in Europe as being the best time keeper that haa yet been manufaciared

h iw now sold by all the leading Jewelers of Europe. The movements are encased in Almoniaa Gold,

invented by Thomas T. Efendolph, one of the largest stockholders in the Geneva Watch Company."! Mr,

who U a wonderful alchemist, worked for years endeavoring to rnako a discovery of a composition that would

an ofgold, and stand the tests of the strongest acids, and always retains its color and brilliancy

 

 

s people aa it will in every case answer the purposes of Virgin Gold, except for the coining of money—for

sit will not answer—for the reason that Virgin Gold la the basis of alt values, and this being a oompoMtioa

saw sm» standard valne; in fact it can ba produced very cheap, or the Geneva Watch Company could not afford to encase

Ismst Mevcntetne with Ahnonlan Gold, and sell the Watches complete ao low.

TMeowphtt* works of the $4.00 Geneva Watch are rnanutacUircd by machinery, while only about ooe half of the>

works of the American Watch is made tint way, the balance being made by hand. The result is that tbe Geneva?

Watch b acknowledged by all Jewelers to be a hotter and more perfect time-keeper than the American Watch. When

else ssovesnaota ofa Wateb are made entirely by machinery there is no deviation in any piece, so when it is put together

•very part la a complete fit, so that the Watch wit) always keep correct time, unless it receives a severe fall that would

fenaksosse pan of it, TueGewrv* Watch Company guarantee* that their $1.00 Watch

LOOKS AS WELL At A WATCH THAT COST TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS.

jTo Jeweler can tell them from gold except by weight. Tbey are about one-sixth lighter than a' Jeweler's Gold Watch

a/ the same sua The Geneva Watch Company an also manufacturing Ladies and Gent's chain* of all the latest

miurai, out of Almoniaa Gold. They look and wear a* well as a chain that costs #50.00 or £75,00—they are not quite m

heavy—that b all the difference. They will wear the same aa the Watch Cases, and stand the teat of acids, and elwaya

swlum their color and brilliancy the same a* Virgin Gold. The price of the chain* are one dollar each.

The Geecvs Watch Company have sppotnted tho well-known Jowelry llouso of J. Wright Ss Co., sole agrnu la

the Untied St sirs for the uJe of tbo $4.00 Geneva Watch, and also for the sale of their Almonian Gold Chains. Messra,

Wright A Co. art bow ready to ship then Watches t* all part* of tbe United State*. ' Parties ordering should state whether

they wsb a Ladies or aGcni'i Watch. Also, whether they wish a bnntmg-cr.se, or open- face, and whether they prefer as

estsjraved, engine tamed or a chased case. When Chains an ordered, state which yoa wish, s Ladies' or Gent's Chan.

Tats b> fc» Cwtifj BwJ ssaa*M tali day appointed Unae*. J. waasSJ ft Co., JewAm, cnt Bout Agenta In tbe Uniiad Stntaaof sssaSaa

SavQW esfcs at •« fa 00 Qcem Wattbaa, sad oar Almont&a Oold Chsia*. we SSSS do berabv iassajsl ttwaa to sjwsnrstsa in en lias, our S4.H

B*a*saw*J esasl tLa«

• for lysasa W» farthar aaikorii* Hum to ttato «=d cninuirt tbit tx« Alaw&nn Gold Watch Qssai BbI I

• wist aid bdUiancv sad be ia appouancs and w<»i lU una aa ivw^tt* Gold.

Signal bj the Gmt* Waxcji Go* at Geneva, B*it»rt*na,

fficgU

Hoc

Watcam- prioea of DlaIiuT--l Chain

 

greater eueooont than tbe abore will be made except to Jewolera purchasing by the Doxcn. Parties withtnaj

sly a single Watch and Chain. Meurs. Wright A Co. will pack it safely lo a small box and ahtp It by naaO or

1 1eceJpt of to 00. Parties ordering ilould always send the name of the express if they wish their Watch su-t

wsj. Allainsaty most be sent by Draft, Post Office Money Order, or in a Registered Letter. Addrrsa all orders 1*

«T* TiVjHTTyM*1* ** CO., Jes'TTc-olorio,

fi09 BBOADWAV, Now York.
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the order would be immediately attended to. On sending the $4,

the victim would be notified of the receipt of his money, and that

his name had been placed on the list, as already described—and

these replies were all that we ever knew any one to have received.

It will interest many to learn how this party was at last de

tected and arrested ; and perhaps no better description can be

given of the extensive business house of

"MESSRS. WEIGHT & COMPANY,

Wholesale Dealers in Diamonds and Jewelry, and Agents for

this great Geneva Watch Co.," than to describe exactly the

manner in which the man Wright was found.

Frequent complaints having been received concerning the

swindling operations of these parties, a visit was made to No. 609

Broadway. No one there knew anything of J. Wright & Co.

No office nor other trace of them could be found. Application

was then made at Station A Post Office, where it was discovered

that the carrier had instructions to deliver all letters for this firm

at 599 Broadway, and that there Avas a small room on the third

floor of this building that was occupied by J. Wright & Co., or

rather by a well dressed young man, who came there once a day

to receive his mail, usually a few minutes after 12 o'clock. This

room was kept darkened, except while the young man was there

waiting for the carrier.

It was evidently no bed of roses that this swindler rested upon.

The first day that the writer visited this place, he found that the

individual whom he was looking for, did not put in an appear

ance. The reason was, as discovered afterwards, that, while I was

standing in front of a store nearly opposite No. 599, one of the

persons that this man employed discovered me. Each day about

half an hour before the carrier would be expected several young

men might be seen coming down Broadway from toward the dollar

store, and arranging themselves along the block in front of this office.

The second time I went up to this place, I was more cautions,

having profited by the first experience.

Going into a store opposite, I took off my hat and making my

self at home as if belonging there, comfortably seated myself in
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front of a window that commanded a full view of the entrance of

599 Broadway. 1 was thus enabled, unobserved, to watch the en

tire movements of the gang. First a rough looking fellow (the

one who had "spotted"' me the day before), came and stood

directly at the entrance of 509 Broadway, then a young boy went

np into the hall, taking a position on the second flight of stairs.

Then two other young men came sauntering down one a little be

hind the other and paced up and down like sentries, carefully

Ecrutinizing all persona on either side of the street. On seeing

the carrier enter adjoining stores, one of the men who seemed to

be in charge, immediately started up towards the "Dollar Store."

He had hardly gone half a block before he was met by a very

elegantly dressed young man about 35 years of age, wearing a

dress suit, with a high silk hat, and in fashionable attire. Stop

ping to exchange a few words, the well dressed young man evi

dently received a report that the coast was clear, as ho walked

quickly down, and entered the hallway leadingup stairs to his office.

In a few moments the letter carrier went in, and after deliver

ing mail to various parties in this building, came down and

passed out In a few moments Mr. Swindler, having lighted a

fresh cigar, comes down too, and quickly walks up Broadway,

followed about twenty feet behind by the small boy, who has the

letters tucked under his coat. All this was necessary to prevent

a surprise, and to screen this fellow in case any detective should

be on his track ; because even if he should be arrested on coming

out, no letters would bo found upon him, and nothing to iden

tify him as in any way connected with this fraud. But on the

first approach of danger, this boy was to take to his heels and dis

appear. Giving this man and his boy a liberal start, I followed

him up Broadway until ho camo to Amity street. Turning down

this street ho walked some three or four blocks and then suddenly

turned a comer, receiving a nod from another picket, who was

posted opposite his house, and who afterwards proved to bo a

pimp connected with the house of ill fame, into the basement door

of which this man suddenly turned, followed by the boy with the

letter*.



168 FRAUDS EXPOSED.

Having already secured, by correspondence, the evidence of

this man's swindles through the mails, and having now fully

identified him by aid of the letter carrier, I took with me the

next day a Deputy U. S. Marshal, armed with a warrant for his

arrest. "We secreted ourselves, as on the previous occasion, hav

ing gone there about an hour before it was time for the carrier,

and in order to locate ourselves before the guard should be mount

ed on the other side. The same programme was then again

carried out by these men, almost in detail in every respect, save

that as he entered the house before referred to by the basement,

the officer and myself entered at the front door and arrested this

fellow in the room of one of the women, where he was making

frantic efforts to hide himself and his correspondence.

On searching the house, we found up in an attic room thousands

of circulars, similar to the one set forth in this article, enclosed

in buff envelopes, already addressed and stamped. And here,

kind reader, was the headquarters of the great " Geneva Watch

Co.," that had manufactured two-thirds of all the timepieces used

by civilized countries for the past two hundred years !

t

RUSSELL & CO.

Another scheme, which turned out as remarkably profitable to

the managers in question, under the name of Russell & Co., jew

elers, was at 37 Bond street. In this case, also, we illustrate one

of many similar plans of operation, of almost precisely the same

character. After one had been exhausted another one would fol

low it, in the same wake. We append a part of their circular,

showing a fraud within a fraud.

A DECISION AT LAST.

consolidation op the

*Tofeka, Kansas, and Laramik City, Wyoming Ter., Lotteries.

SUPPLEMENTARY DRAWING OF $47,000 IN UNCLAIMED TRIZES.

The Managers of the Topeka and Laramie City lotteries, found after their

various drawings were concluded, that there remained in the hands of the Fi

nance Committees $47,000 in unclaimed prizes. The Managers jointly brought

* Bogus Lotteries formerly run by Pattee & Co. All pretended Court pro

ceedings a fraud and a lie.
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rait to recover the money, they claiming tbat all unclaimed prizes belonged

to them. The Finance. Committee contended that the money belonged Jointly

to the ticket holders proportionately ; according to their investments. After

a great delay, and long and tedious arguments, the Supreme Court decided in

(avor of the Finance Committee, and the Court ordered that the $47,000 be in

vested in useful prizes, and that a supplementary drawing should take place,

in which all the ticket holders in the Topeka and Laramie City lotteries

should have an equal chance. The rcuson why the Court ordered the $47,000

to be invested in prizes was on account of the laws being so amended, since

the inauguration of these enterprises, that it made it a criminal offense to

have any drawings of numbers or for money. So the commi ttoe decided to

•end J. II. Parker, representing tho Laramie City Lottery, and W. 8. Watts,

representing the Topeka, to New York, to invest the $47,000 in prizes. They

bought the following bill of goods from Messrs. Russell &. Co., wholesale

dealers in Watches and Jewelry, No. 37 Bond St

75 Gold Watches and Chains at $J«0 00 each $15,000

100 " " at 100 00 " 10,000

150 Silver " at 40 00 " 6,000

aw " " at 25 00 " 6,000

Us) Sets of Jewelry at 35 00 " 3,500

75 Gold Plated Watches at 8 00 " 600

35 Ladies' Gold Chains at 40 00 " 1,400

45 Cents* " at 85 00 " 1,125

50 Pairs of Bracelets at 50 00 per pair 2,500

25 Silver Plated Tea Seta at 75 00 each. 1.H75

Total $47,000

THE rLAN BT WUJCII THE DRAWING WAS CONDUCTED.

The names of every ticket holder in the Laramie City and Topeka lotteries

were written from the register on a slip of paper and placed in a lottery

• berl, after the wheel was revolved so as to thoroughly mix the names,

thro the drawing began.

The first 75 names drew one each of the 75 Gold Watches and Chains valued

al $-"'«'. The next 100 names drew eaehonooftheonehnndreddollar Watchos

and so t be drawing continued until It was finished. The Court ex|ienses,

Attorney's fees, the expenses of Mr. Parker and Mr. Watts to New York and

return, and the expense of the supplementary drawing, including printing,

aasount to about forty-seven hundred dollars.

To meet this outlay, the Finance Committee voted that the drawers of

prura in the supplementary drawing, should be assessed 10 per rent, on the

value of such pnzra as they drew. The Commitleo felt satisfied that the

lurky names that were drawn from the wheel wonld not object to pn> ing the

l» per rent, in otdrr to have the matter brought to a close. Mr. Parker and

Mr. Watts arranged with Messrs. Russell A Co. to forward the prices aud col
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lect the 10 per cent, dne on them. Most of the ticket holders in the Topeka

and Laramie lotteries reside East, so by shipping the prizes from New York,

it will bo a great saving to them of express charges. Messrs. Russell & Co.

agreed when tho above mentioned bill of goods was purchased, to exchange

any prize that was drawn for any other article in their stock of the same

value. Wo speak of this so that ticket holders will have that advantage

when they have drawn articles that they have no use for.

Mr. W. H. Eatkins.

OFFICIAL NOTICE.

Laramie City, Feb. 8th, 1877.

You are hereby notified that your joint interest in the Laramie City and

Topeka (Kansas) Lotteries, lias resulted in your drawing a Gold Watch and

Chain valued at §200.00. The 10 per cent, assessed by the Committee on all

prizes makes the amount due on your prize $20.00. You will please send that

amount by express, post office money order, or registered letter, to Messrs.

Russell & Co., Jewelers, No. 37 Boud St., New York, and they will forward

the prize to you by express. If you prefer, they will send it by express,

C. O. D., for the amount of percentage. Should you, after examining the

article, desire to exchange the prize for any other thing of similar value in

Messrs. Russell & Co.'s stock, you can do so.

A duplicate of this notification has been forwarded to Messrs. Russell &

Co., No. 37 Bond Street, New York, with instructions to ship the prize drawn

by you according to your directions.

A supplementary drawing of 855 prizos, which was purchased with the

$47,000 of unclaimed prize money. The following are the names of the per

sons that drew the prizes.

All prizes not claimed within 30 days will be declared forfeited.

W. S. Watts, E. Johnson, Thos. Hill,

Financial Committee of the Topeka, Kansas, Lottery.

E. H. Parker, E. M. Miller, II. H. Carter,

Financial Committee of the Laramie City Lottery, Wyoming Ter.

On this circular was printed 855 names and addresses. To each

of the 855 names, covering the entire back, and one-half of the

front, four columns deep, a circular would be sent. The certifi-

cate last named, would be filled out with the name of each

person.

It will be observed that the 10 per cent, assessed by the com

mittee on all prizes, was to be collected by Russell & Co.

The writer has seen very many of these notifications sent by

various parties through the country, and in no instance has he dis

covered any of these series that drew anything less than a $200
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gold watch and chain, with a percentage tax of $20. These

goods were C. O. D., and C. O. D. in this case meant the sending

of the money to Russell & Co. at their office, 37 Bond street.

In some cases a very cheap watch would be sent, while in others

no return at all would be made for the money. For instance, one

man wrote to them to send on the watch by express ; instead of

doing so, they write back as follows :

KrsNF.LL a Co.,

Wholesale Dealers in Watches, Jkwklry and Silverware,

No. 37 Bond Street,

New You, Feb. 13, 1877.

Wm. H. E.

Sir:—Your letter in reference to tho Gold Watch and Chain you have drawn

received.

Y»ur claim has been entered on our Hooka, and wo have written to the Fi

nancial Committer of tho To|>eka &. Laramie City LotterieH for a Certified

Certificate to the effect Hint you had drawn the prize referred to.

We must also have an order from them to nhi]> the package.

A» noon a* thene aro received wo will send it to you per exprean, C. (.). D.

fur toe amount of percentage due. Rc»py,

RCMKLL A CO.

Then there would bo a period of several weeks before the

party would hear anything more from his watch.

On writing again, he would receive the following letter:

[ Same official heading. ]

W. H. E.

/Mar Sir :—We have received instructions from the " Finance Committee"

not to ahip the " Gold Watch aud Chain " that you have drawn unless you

send ua the percentage due $*). Ou receipt of thia amount we will forward

the " Gold Watch and Chain," safely packed, by mail, registered, or we will

•and it by Expires if yoo prefer.

We have written several times, and have had considerable trouble about

this Prise. Now, if we do not receive toe percentage due within 15 days, we

will consider yonr claim to the " Watch and Chain " forfeited, and will turn

then over to the Finance Committe.

Send the money by I'. O. Money Order, Registered letter, or by Express.

Reapectfally,

Rl'MRLL a Co.

P. R.—The next Drawing will take place July «th, all orders for Ticket*

Bast be la by July 3d.
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The pretence that these goods would be sent C. O. D. in many

cases was all a farce. In this case the gentleman in question

authorized them to send by express C. O. D.; but they refused to

do it, and after several weeks had passed followed up this refusal

by the last letter set out above.

The reference to the consulting of the committee at Laramie

City is simply subterfuge ; as there was no committee of that

character to consult. But in this case there seems to be a " wheel

within a wheel," or diamond to cut a diamond. Elias had em

ployed at this time in this office a young man named Hopping.

This young man, thinking to head off Russell & Co., and, as he

admitted, assisted by J. M. Pattee, starts a new scheme out at

Riverside, N. J., a little town on the Camden & Amboy road, about

14 miles out of Philadelphia.

This young man organizes the firm of

EDSSELL, HOPPING & CO.,

issuing certificates, accompanied by the letters following, which

speak for themselves :

Removal of Russell, Hopping & Co.,

Late of New York,

Wholesale Dealers in Watches, Jewelry and Silver Plated Ware.

Removed to Riverside, New Jersey.

Riverside, N. J., May 1st, 1877.

Mr. :

Some time ago a bill of Goods was bought from us with instructions to for

ward thorn to different parties on payment of a small balance due on them,

with Express charges and collection fees varying from $5 to $20 on each

article. Tho Gold Watch & Chain ordered to be sent to you, (of which you

have received a previous notice,) yet remains on hand, and in order to close

up this contract we have received instructions to send you the above Goods

on payment of $5, provided you remit the money within 15 days, by mail,

registered letter, or bank draft, and thus save the heavy Express charges and

collection fees, as we find they have proved the greatest part of the ex

penses.

Remit promptly and the Goods will be sent to you by mail, thus doing

away entirely with the heavy expenses heretofore attending this busi

ness.



WATCH AND JEWELRY SWLNDLEK8. 173

Write A'awc,

Town,

County,

State,

plainly, and enclose money in this notice and mail to

KUHSELL, HOPPINO & CO.,

Jewelers, Kiventidu, New Jersey.

N. II.—By thin removal and oar association with Mr. Hopping, wo are

ensliled to make a specialty of Wutches and Chains, ami furnish our line of

Good* at lower prcos than over before offered the public, Send for Catalogue

of Goods at reduced prices.

Then, when money is sent comes the following:

Russell, Hopping &. Co.,

(Late of New York,)

Wholesale Dealers is Watches, Jewelry and Silver Ware,

Riverside, New Jersey.

Sole Agent* in the United States for the celebrated Kensington Watch.

Riverside, N. J., May, 1-77.

Dear Sir—Yoars of the — containing $.1 ami on order for m Watch and

Chain received and placed on file.

We always All orders in rc|rular routine, anil yours shall be attended to in

iU torn.

We enclose yon one of oar circulars for future nse, and should you favor as

with any order the same shall receive oar careful attention.

Respectfully, Russell, Hoppino ct Co.

This young man's business was stopped on the ground of its

being a swindling scheme conducted under a fictitious name.

Lnder postal laws and regulations, the letters were not deliver

able; consequently, Mr. Hopping never received the largo

profits which he had anticipated. Suffice it to say, that in one

week's time he found his mail stopped, and all the registered let

ters and money orders sent hack to the writers, and the balance

of his mail to the dead letter office, from thence to 1h> returned

to the writer. This case illustrates tiro beneficial law of Congress

which enables the Postmaster-General thus to protect the interest

of the unwary from the scheme of the sharper.

Hopping, though a young man, is nevertheless a sharp fellow.

He had secured the names of the parties to whom Russell «fc Co.

were Bending out these circulars. Then he secured the names of
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those who would not send their money in advance, but wanted

their goods C. O. D., and his plan was to Becure, as he did in this

case, $5, instead of allowing Russell & Co. to secure $20. In

the case which we have referred to, he succeeded in getting $5,

but Mr. E., his intended victim, writes to us that he recovered

this back by writing a letter to R. H. & Co., offering to send $20

on the receipt of the $5.

Hopping informed the writer of this, that Russell & Co. had

also written to the" postmaster at Riverside, prior to the matter

coming into my hands, forbidding him to deliver any letters

addressed Russell, Hopping & Co. This was unquestionably a

fraud on the Post Office Department, as there was no Russell

who had anything to do with this case. Riverside is a kind of

6ummer resort, and Pattee's brothers-in-law formerly run a summer

hotel at this place, and Pattee at times has resided here with

his family. There accumulated in this office over 1,000 letters

in about one week's time. Consider a moment that the sum to

be sent was $5, and you see at a glance what a harvest these

thieves would have reaped if they had been permitted to receive

these letters. The great value of the existing law, that does not

permit the use of the mails for sucli schemes, is clearly illus

trated.

One of Pattee's schemes had a short time before been run in

this place by one of the Reads, and many say that this attempt of

Russell, Hopping & Co. was really an effort on the part of Pattee

to outwit Elias. It is also charged that Elias secured from

Pattee at one time 140,000 of his names. It was to these names

that Pattee had, while he was running these different bogus

lotteries, sent his circulars and tickets, and this made it so profit

able a field for Russell & Co. to operate.

But for fear that these parties should not be relieved of all

their earthly possessions, another scheme was started by

cosgrove & CO.

whereby they hoped to still further bleed the victim, whom they

had attempted to rob of his $20, by getting $3 out of him.

They sent the following letter :
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. Office of Cosgrove Sl Co.,

Investigators of Claims,

Money Collected and Accounts Settled wmi Dispatch.

No. 17 Park Place.

Money Loaned on Bond and Mortgage; Government Bonds Bought and Sold

on Commission.

New York, 1877.

/Mir Sir—We hove been engaged by some, of the Ticket Holder* of the

To|"-ka, Kansas, &. Laramie City Lotteries to institute suit agaiust Messrs.

Itossrll Sc Co., of 37 Itond street, this city, for alleged unlawfully demanding

$20 upon watches drawn in the Lottery. We find by the circular that you

hare been notified that yon drew s gold watch and chain valued at i'JOO,

upon which they demand $20 before delivering the same. We have fully

investigated the business nn<t find they had no authority from the courts of

To|x-ka or Laramie, to collect any money upon prizes drawn nor to declare

prizes forfeited. Therefore you ore entitled to a J/JlsD gold watch and chain

free from all assessments. We have in our opinion official information and

abundant proof to support onr cose aud doubt not that we can demand and

collect your equitable right* at once. We shall give all persons who drew

prises a chance to be represented upon payment of $3, in full payment of all

expenses incurred in securing your prize or its value in money. 8hou1d you

desire to be represented and have us use legal means to secure your gold

watch and chain or its value In money, enclose $3 to us by mail and wo will

endeavor to ace that justice is done to you at last.

Yours truly,

Cosgrovk & Co.

In this case, this was undoubtedly a clerk who knew the ins

and outs of this office and knew the parties whom they had tried

to swindle out of the $20. This looks like a " wheel within a

wheel " again, while in fart it is a " fraud within a fraud."

The accompanying circular will also diwloao another one of

Russell dc Co.'s schemes, and needs no comment.

Optics or the Finance Commotes

op tub

Louisvtjxs Lottery Association.

We are pleased to be able to announce, that after our various drawings,

that we have fully accomplished the grand object we had in view, and had a

surplus of |tU,O00, which sum has been Invested in Diamonds, Watches and

Jewelry, purchased of Messrs. Kussell A Co., of New York. These goods hate

all been put into our Supplementary Drawing, in which we have given all of

the ticket holders in oar previous Drawings an equal chance.
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We hope that all those that are fortunate enough to draw prizes will give

us liberal orders for tickets in our enterprise to establish an Art Gallery in

Louisville.

The Drawing will take place July 4th, 1877. Tickets $50.00 each. There

will be no fractional tickets sold. Those wishing tickets should order at

once, as the entire number of tickets, at the present rate of sale, will be dis

posed of long before the day of drawing.

Ten per cent, will be assessed on all prizes drawn in our Art Gallery enter

prise, in order to defray advertising and office expenses. The same has beeu

charged on all prizes drawn in our Supplementary Drawing.

S. L. Stanton, Secretary pro-tem.

Louisville, June 6th, 1877.

John T. Long.

Dear Sir—About 15 days since we officially notified you that the Ticket held

by you in our previous drawing, had in our Supplementary Drawing resulted

in your being entitled to a " Royal Gold American Watch and Chain" valued

at $250. The 10 per cent, due on the Watch and Chain, amounts to $25,

which must be paid to Russell & Co., jewelers, No. 37 Bond street. Now York,

when you receive the " Watch and Chain ;" or they will send it to you per

Express, and of course, they will instruct the Express Agent to allow you to

examine the goods before paying charges.

We hope you will without delay write to Messrs. Russell & Co. at N. Y.,

and arrange to get the Watch into your hands as soon as possible, as we know

by your exhibiting the article it will assist in selling Tickets for our Art Gal

lery Enterprise. Respectfully,

W. S. Waterman, Treasurer.

The stories told by some of the clerks are very amazing, about

the manner in which the complaints referred to the police depart

ment were investigated. " The officer," he says, " would come

and see one of us boys, and then would go 'and get staked,'

then go back to headquarters and report that the bird had flown.''

We do not give this as a fact, but simply as a statement made to

the writer by one of the employees of this office.

The same informant also stated that Eussell & Co.'s schemes

were all sent out from the other office of Elias at 2 East 22d

street.

Russell & Co., having exhausted their own schemes for secur

ing other people's money, the following dodge was resorted to,

and without comment we give the letter as it was sent, as it

speaks for itself :
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IlKTHEBINOTON &, CO.,

Manufacturers of Fink Gold Jkwklky,

AXD BKTTKK8 OK DIAMONDS IN KVKI1Y STYLK,

No. 33ti Broadway,

Nkw Youk, June 18th, 1877.

E.A. W.

Ikar Sir—Among the goods assigned to us by Messrs. Russell &. Co., of No.

37 Bond street, who failed a few days since, we notice a gold watch and chain

with your name and address on it, and marked C. O. D. $'J5.

We coiuul("d Messrs. Russell &. Co. in reference to the matter, and they

hare advised us to aend it to you per express C. O. D. for tlie amount due,

f£>. We will ship it to-morrow to Cuenoa, Ills., per United States Express.

Please call at the express office and examine the package and pay charge*, as

we are anxious to settle up the affairs of Messrs. Russell «fc Co. as early as

putuuble. Respectfully,

Hktukrinoton dt Co.

19
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CHAPTER X.

THE LOTTERY PRIZE FRAUD.

After Russell & Co. had followed out the Topeka and Laramie

City Lottery scheme, sending to the names that J. M. Pattee &

Co. formerly had, they undertook another one, after the same plan,

in what was called The Louisville Lotteey Association. Their

circulars were headed :

Office of the Finance Committee of the Louisville

Lottery Association.

A decision at last. A long litigation ended.

Victory of the Finance Committee over the Managers.

Supplementary Drawing of §94,000 in unclaimed prizes.

In addition to the usual seductive wording of the circular, it

contained over 1,700 names and post office addresses of those to

whom prizes were alleged to belong, and this circular was sent to

each of these names. The circular stated :

" That, after a great delay and long and tedious arguments, the Supreme

Court decided iu favor of the Finance Committee, and the Court ordered that

the $94,000 he invested in prizes, and that a supplementary drawing should

take place, in which all the holders in the various drawings of the association

should have an equal chance. The reason why the Court ordered the §94,000

to be invested in prizes was, on account of the laws being so amended, that

it made it a criminal offence to have any drawing of money without lottery

charges, which the State of Kentucky finds this association has not."

All this sounds very large to the recipient, especially if he

has ever purchased a ticket in the Kentucky Lottery; but when

you understand the fact that there was no such suit, and no such

order of the Court, and no such amount of prizes, it then becomes

quite a different thing.

Let it be understood here that Russell & Co.'s office consisted

of one room at the place designated, and that there were usually

three badly frightened clerks in attendance. When I called there

to make an examination of this " wholesale dealer in watches and

jewelry," I found a quantity of cheap plated ware, and also a
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few cheap and second-hand watches, just about such a stock as a

Jew peddler would carry in his pack on his back round the

country.

The writers of the circular then certify that the committee had

bought the following bill of goods frotu Messrs. Russell & Co.,

wholesale dealers in Watches and Jewelry, 37 Bond street :

840 Gold Watche* and Chain* a $150 each.

175 " " " « 100 "

850 Silver » - a 40 "

340 " •* u . « 85 "

800 Lota of Jewelry a 35 "

150 Gold-plated Watches a 8 "

TO Ladica' Gold Chain* m 40 "

WUenU' " " a 85 "

100 Pair* of Bracelet* a 150 "

50 Plated Tea Seta i 15 »

ToUl $94,<W0

In this instance the association assessed 10 per cent, and out of

ill the numerous complaints sent back to me as Special Agent of

the Post Office Department, I never yet found one in this partic

ular scheme that was not for a gold watch and chain, valued at

$1.">0, and the assessment due Russell & Co. of $15. This was

operated the same as the scheme already described. In each of

these instances if the package was sent at all it would be as

C (). D. A cheap watch and plated chain would be sent, such

as then was selling in the trade for from $5 to $8.

In case Ilctherington & (Jo. failed to collect the money after

Russell & Co. had also failed, then would be sent a letter by mail

from another firm (?) announcing

that the watch and chain had heen shipped C. O. 1). for $15, and nnlcm tliia

amount in paid to the express agent within 10 day* wo will consider your claim

to them forfeited, and *o report to the committee.

Signing themselves

CLAKX a Co., 1967 llmadway.

STItL ANOT1IKS.

After they had exhausted the names in their possession with

these schemes, they then had another " decision,'' in which a grand
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supplementary drawing of all unclaimed and forfeited prizes in the

various " legal " lotteries which have been drawn in the United

States, within the past ten years, were to be paid by Russell & Co.

The accumulation of prizes in this instance was $218,303, and

Russell & Co. were to ship them, of course ; and they were to

collect 10 per cent, on all prizes valued below $250 and 5 per cent,

on all prizes valued at over $250. In these cases they sent out,

in most instances, one lot of gold jewelry, of about 500 different

patterns, valued at $280. And so they would have kept on

robbing and fleecing the people only that the Post Office Depart

ment enforced the regulations, upon reports that 1 made to them,

and Russell & Co. at last were obliged to cloBe the doors of their

wholesale watch and jewelry fraud.

THE PENALTY OF PURCHASING A LOTTERY TICKET

is illustrated by the following letter from one of the victims of

Russell & Co. It is a sad illustration of the weakness of poor

human nature on one side, and the duplicity and heartlessness of

the Fraud on the other. Starving widows even have no rights,

sorrows or afflictions, that the Fraud respects. He can rob them

with a gusto, rub his hands in delight, and chuckle to himself

over the " $14 " thus obtained. Further than this, he can also

use their widows' substance, and orphans' livelihood, to clothe

himself in gorgeous apparel and then cut a 6well in society. If

he but dresses well and embellishes his good clothes with loud

jewelry, the doors of many would-be respectable persons are

thrown wide open to receive him without a thought or inquiry

of how he obtains these passports to their circle. Such is life in

a large city. " Money makes the mare go." This letter was

forwarded to me by the gentleman to whom it was sent.

Louisa C. H., Va. Jan. 31, *78.

Dear Mr. W

I would be obliged, nay, deeply thankful if yon would be so kind as to do

me a favor. Ten years ago I bought a Lottery Ticket for $2 (two dollars),

and drew n blank. I had forgotten the circumstance, until a few weeks since

I received a printed paper from E. P. Fisk, stating that in the last ten years,

there were unclaimed priies auit. " to $il;;,3t& A Committee of 23 was
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called, representing one man from each Lottery. It was decided and carried

into effect that the unclaimed prises should bo equally divided between all

the Ticket holders iu the various drawings. A grand supplementary Drawing

should take place in New Orleans, La., under the special supervision of the

Committee and that the names of all who had purchased tickets in any of the

XJ Lotteries within the past ten years should be put into the wheel and have

an equal chance in the drawing of uuclaiinod prizes. It was also agreed that

a percentage of 10 per cent, be assessed on all prizes valued below %'£A\ and 5

percent, on all above $2f>0 so as to defray the expenses of the drawing. I very

■nrxpeetedly received official notice that the interest I held in one of the

Lotteries represented by the committee on unclaimed prizes hod resulted in

my drawing one Lot of Gold Jewelry 105 differeut patterns and valued at

fjrO, per ccntage $14. The Jewelry is in possession of Messrs. Russell &. Co.

^■■wclers) 37 Iloud street and that I must notify them by what express I wish

the rikmIs sent. Now, kind friend, I have given the whole matter as plainly

a* 1 could. I wrote to Kinked: Russell at once begging them to turn the

towel ry into money—but have heard nothing from tlieui. Now Mr. W. would

you be so very kind as to see the parties and find out if it is all a hoax to get

the |I4 per ceiitage—or is it true—unless I claim it in 30 days from notice I

fcrfeit it I got the notice 18 of Jan TH, I would be so truly thankful if yon

would see into the matter for me, have the jewelry sold for whatever it will

bring, take out the percentage and send the rest to me. Poor as I am—a widow

with three helpless children—the youngest u babe and the oldest is now very

„f k I am almost on the verge of the grave and suffering for the necessaries of

life have bat little use for Jewelry. I have suffered intensely this winter and

would be truly thankful if you would help me in this matter.

Respectfully,

Mns. C.

All who received these circulars were not fools enough to hite

at the tempting bait Many sent on their certificates to personal

friends to go and receive the watch and send it on to thetu. One

gentleman in Ohio sent a letter in which he says he had received

three certificates from Ruxecll & Co., in each case where lie or

tome member of Ins family had drawn one of these wonderful

prizes. Ho says :

The Brst one was addressed to my little girl. The second one was sent to

my wtfr, and the third to me. In order that I miulit be sum in making the

charge of fraud, I wrote to the party to send the watch ami chain ('. O. 1>. to

my daughter, and had it examined by a Jeweler hem, who placed the value at

■tat dollars.

Some of his neighlwrs had also received these certificates, and

were very positive that it could not bo a swindle.
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After these parties, under the name of Russell & Co., had sent

his watch, and it had been returned, as it was by this gentleman,

they sent a second watch and chain, under the name of Messrs.

Hethrington & Co., to the same little girl, stating :

That the Finance Committee had appointed them to receive the percentage

money, instead of Russell & Co.,

and attempted to make out that Russell & Co. were a swindle

and fraud, while Hetherington & Co. were the ones duly author

ized to send a watch and chain to them.

Another instance, a lady from Auburn, Ohio, who had been

sick for a long time, and under the doctor's care, involving a

great expense, had a little home, which was under a mortgage.

She says :

Something over two years ago, when nearly desperate with anxiety, fear

ing a foreclosure of the mortgage, I invested a small sum in lottery tickets,

hoping to be favored by fortune in a manner similar to that of others, that

the circulars claimed had removed mortgages on their homes ouce by a lucky

investment of a small amount.

She then goes on to say :

That this money had been given her by a lady friend, living some thirty

miles away, in order that she might make a friend in that vicinity, a visit

whenever her health would permit it.

She invested this money and lost it, and in the mean time the

mortgage had changed hands. She says :

I was trying to extract what comfort I could from the thonght, may be

that I could die before the mortgage expired, and then I would not need a

home any more, and this was the state of things, when most unexpectedly I

received a letter from New York, announcing that I had drawn a $200 watch

and chain, and Russell & Co. had been appointed to collect 10 per cent, for

the Finance Committee before this was shipped.

Having learned a lesson from the past, she cautiously wrote a

letter of inquiry to Russell & Co., to know if it was a fact, that

she had drawn a watch and chain, when

the watch and chain were immediately sent by express, altho' I had given

no such instructions.

As there was no express office within seven miles of this lady's
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residence, she could not examine the package herself, bo she

wrote to the express agent, telling him she was very nick, and

very poor, and asked permission to have the watch and chain

examined, offering as a security, property at the value of $100

for the safe return of the package, or else the payment of $20

C. O. D. charges.

The express agent would not consent to this, but wrote to

Russell & Co., who forthwith ordered the package returned to

New York. This lady wrote several times to Russell tfc Co., de

manding her gold watch and chain ; but as she says, unable down

to the present time to hear any word from them.

This poor, sensitive, sick woman, in closing her letter, says :

I irn exceedingly sensitive to ridicule, and some people might tbink it

served me right for being anrh a fool, as to invent my money in lottery

ticket*; lint if you could only know the horror and dread I have of spending

■y last days in the Poor House, you would not wonder that I sought to avoid

it by risking a little money ; more especially when the ill consequences of ita

loas would fall upon myself individually, and no one suffer for it but my-

•ttt

Her tickets were bought in the celebrated "skin lottery"

known as the Wyoming lottery.

The following letter, which wo give verbatim, except the

names, is a specimen of an official corrcsjxmdcnce that often

accompanies the complaints that aro received agaiust these

fraudulent schemes :

H , Ohio, Prkbuc Co.

To rant Hon. T. at. J.

Skr—In closed Bnd letter sent to me from a Arm in Newyork. I never

bought a lotery tlckett In my lyfe. I tbink it is a grand swindeL please

send me youre aoeer on in closed card. Your servant,

.P.M.

Similar schemes to the above were run upon tho " Wyoming,"

the " Cheyenne," " Laramie City," the " Kentucky," and then

this last scheme upon all the lotteries combined ; all this was tho

work of one or two men, and these schemes brought into their

pockets thousands of dollars each week.

What consistency is there in guarding sacredly the letters
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entrusted to the Post Office Department from depredation and

robbery, and then in knowingly delivering them to such swindlers

as we have described ? It is prostituting the entire service of the

Post Office Department for the interest of one or two rascals.

Many more of these schemes might be referred to, in which

Elias & Co. were the prime movers, but we feel 6ure that

enough has been said to disclose to the public the facts, and to

put them on their guard against any similar enterprises.

It has frequently been remarked in these cases that anybody

who should send for one of these prizes ought to be swindled, as

the property did not belong to them, and it was an act of

dishonesty for them to send and take it. Be this as it may, there

is certainly no reason why one man should be allowed to rob

others by such a process as this, and further, if there was no other

reason, this is just ground, why the laws of Congress should

prevent these criminals from making the United States mail their

most efficient agency to carry on their fraudulent schemes.

The fact that one man may thus rob thousands, by sending out

false certificates, with their names not only 6et out in the certifi

cate, but their name and residence printed in the circular, ought

to secure most stringent legislation. As showing the extent to

which these frauds may be carried, in one week's time at the little

town of Riverside there was received, addressed to Russell, Hop

ping & Co., more than one thousand letters, besides over one

hundred registered letters, and it is notorious that Russell & Co.,

of New York, received in money orders and registered letters

many hundred dollars a week. But the last scheme of any

considerable magnitude of this character conducted by Elias & Co.,

and brought directly home to him, and where the men were

arrested in his own office, at No. 2 East 22d Street, was the

Bogus Jewelry Distribution Frauds.
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CHAPTER XL

THE BOGUS JEWELRY DISTRIBUTION FRAUDS.

M THE NEW TOEK JEWELERS AND WATCH IMPORTERS' GRAND WEKELT

DISTRIBUTION OF $25,000 WORTH OF DIAMONDS, ETC."

During tho winter of 1878-9 thousands of people in various

parts of the country were surprised by the announcements made

in a circular under the above heading. Still more amazed were

they upon receiving a personal letter affirming a relationship be

tween themselves and the manager of this magnificent business

enterprise ; and this new relation, if his letter was to be believed,

manifested his personal interest in a truly generous manner.

H. P. JONES * CO.

The principal in this fraud, as has been shown, is said to have

secured 140,000 names and post office addresses from a brother

Fraud. Besides these ho had thousands of names which he had

secured in his own business, which has been already enlarged upon

in this 1kx)1c The headquarters of this concern were at tho corner

of Broadway and East Twenty-second street, New York city.

Here E. H. Elias had his office, and employed a large number of

men and girls to address envelopes and write deceptive letters,

which were sent out to the thousands of names in his possession.

Tho entrance to this placo was up one flight of stairs on East

Twenty-second street. On two sides of his office ran long tables

or desks, forming tho shape of the letter L. Seated side by sido

were the clerks, busily engaged in their writing. Over in one

corner was the desk of Elias. He is justly considered one of tho

shrewdest operators through the mail. Each fall ho or some of

his friends or assistants would start some new enterprise. Tho

one in question was introduced by a letter, a copy of whieh we

give below :
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Henry P. Jones,

Dealek IN Diamonds, Watches and Jewelry, No. 863 Broadway.

New York, March 19, 1879.

C. D. F.

Dear Sir.—In looking over tbo U. S. directory, your name attracted my

attention. A cousin of mine bearing the same name as yours, after the war

was over, left his Regiment and I have not heard from him since. Now,Ido'nt

know whether you are the same person or not but you can tell as soon as yon

see my signature to this letter.

If you are my cousin I can do you a favor and you can help me. I am agent for

the Lottery which the within circular describes. I encloso you a ticket that

will bo good for any of the drawings, with this understanding, if yon will agree

to act as agent for the sale of tickets, I will arrange it so that you will draw a

prize. I am sure that if a largo prize was drawn by you and shown around

that thousands of tickets could bo sold in your County.

If you accept of this proposition, let me know at once and I will arrange 80

that you will draw the prize in the next week's drawing. Yours Resp'y

Henry P. Jones.

The " cousin " part of this letter was evidently designed to

force the correspondent into a false position, and so prevent him

from appearing against these parties, after they had relieved him

of his surplus cash. With this, as with a pretended dealer in

counterfeit money, they expect immunity from arrest because

persons who send criminate themselves, and therefore would not

bo likely to complain if swindled.

Another view, and doubtless the one uppermost in the mind of

these parties, was, that any person receiving such a letter would be

very apt to reply one way or the other, which, if at all, was

generally favorable to their proposition. On receipt of the reply,

followed the prospectus, which is given below in full, in order to

bring out plainly the seductive influences of this scheme :

The New York Jewelers and Watch Importers

Grand Weekly Distribution of $25,000 worth of Diamonds, Watches,

Jewelry & Silverware.

5,000 Tickets, at $5 each.

This Drawing will take place weekly, at the Rooms of the Association, on the

same plan and under the direction of the same committee as tho

previous ones, which have been fully advertised.

PROSPECTUS.

On the 4th of September, 1878, twenty of the leading Jewelers and Watch

Importers of New York formed an Association, now known as the "New York



BOGUS JEWELRY DISTRIBUTION FRAUDS. 187

Jeweler* anil Watch Importers Association," for the purpose of converting

One Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars worth of their stock into

money. It was decided by the Association to have f>8 Weekly Drawings, of

fcr>,iktf) each, and that tbey should take place at the rooms of the Association

weekly.

Henry P. Jones, Jeweler, No. 868 Broadway, was appointed General Ticket

Agent of the Enterprise. Wm. 1*. McCall, 6 West 3d street, was appointed to

deliver and ship prizes when drawn by parties out of the city.

This is the only lottery that is drawn in this State; all others are prohibited

by the law on account of their prizes ln-inn in money. Our prizes are all

merchandize, which the law allows to be drawn the same as at t'hurrh Fairs,

4Vc. The drawings which have previously taken place gave universal satis

faction, and tbey were attended by some of the best citizens of New York.

We have not the slightest doubt but what the remaining oues will prove

equally successful.

Liar or Prizes fob tkk Weekly Drawinos or thr New York Jkweuuu

and Watch Importers Association.

[Ilere followed an extensive list of " Diamonds," " Gold Watches

and Chains," "Ladies' Gold Chains," "Gent's Gold Chain*,"

u Ladies' Gold Bracelets," "Gold Lockets," "Sets of Ladies'

Jewelry," "Gold Sleeve Buttons," "Gold Shirt Studs" "Gold

Headed Canes," " Gold Pencils," "Gold Pencil Holders," " Gold

Collar Buttons," "Silver Ware," "Silver Plated Ware," aggre

gating the alleged value of $25,000.]

Many parties who drew prizes in our previous drawings desired tm-xcliaiigo

them lor other articles. We state here positively that no artirlea drawn

will be exchanged, as it is not practical for us to do so, as it would necessi

tate the changing of our schedule of prizes in all oar other drawings.

The day after each distribution the ticket-holders that have drawn prize*

will be not i lied to that effect by W. P. McCall. Parties living out of the rity

will receive notice by mail.

When articles ate ordered to be sent oat of the city one per rent, on their

valuation will he charged by W. 1*. McCall for expense of packing, shipping.

postage and registering, which amount must be paid before the goods are

awlyyed.

We are now making Agents in every State in the Union, from whom parties

Dot living in the city can procure ticket* on as favuralile terms as at the

principal office here.

ducocxt ox TicKrra to clubs.

1 Ticket, $5. 13 Ticket*,,™ 37 Ticket*, |U>0. 83 Ticket*, $300. 140 Ticket* |T.O0.

0Ticket*, «S. 80 " 75.66 " 800.111 " 400. 8"Ci " 1000.

i all order* and communication* in reference to Ticket* to

Ujuwy P. Jonas, No. o*d Broadway, N. Y.
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Accompanying the above was the following letter, which was

designed to place the correspondent on the level of a confidant

and a personal friend in whom Jones had special interest :

[Same Heading.]

New York, March 24th, 1879.

C. D. F.

Dear Sir—Your letter received. The drawing takes place to-day, I have so

arranged that your ticket will draw a prize. As soon as you receive and ex

hibit it lot me know how many tickets you think you can sell and I will send

them to you. Yours Respectfully,

Henry P. Jones.

P. S. The notice of the drawing will he sent to you by William P. McCalL

Should you write to him after you receive your prize, don't mention anything

about our understanding. H. P. J.

The first letter enclosed the ticket especially selected by Jones,

which was on a cheap pink pasteboard, to wit :

. /~v/"~»o A H (Tickets, 9S.OO each.)

ENTITLES THE HOLDER TO ONE CHANCE IN THE

NEW YORK ^%£§K. AND WATCH

JEWELERS flyS^ IMPORTERS

Grand Weekly Distribution of

$25,000 worth of Diamonds, Watches and Jewelry.

HENRY" F. JONES, 868 Broadway, New York.

The same mail would bring another envelope containing an

announcement or certificate from McCall, of the prize that Jones

had secured for his " Cousin." Here is where the call for money

first is made. Up to this time there has been no expense, no

money has been required. But while " Cousin " Jones will do

all he can, we cannot expect Jeweler McCall to spend his time in
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packing and shipping the watch and chain. Then, again, lie sup

plier thia celebrated company at such low figures, that he could

not afford to pay postage, or register the matter, and so he must

have 1 per cent, on cost price, and this must be sent in advance,

" before goods are shipped."

certificate.

$20,000 worth of Diamonds, Watches and Jewelry,

Drawn Weekly, under the direction uf the

New York Jewelers and Watch Importkrs Association.

New YoRX, March 2tiib, 1*79.

C. D. F.

You are hereby notified that the ticket yon hold and ia registered on the

book* of the association in your name, has drawn a gold watch uud chain valued

at $300. The percentage due fur packing, postage, registering and shipping ia

$3.00, which amount must be paid before the goods are shipped.

Wm. P. McCall, Jeweler.

C W. 3rd Street, New York.

H. B.—All communications in referenoe to prizes must be uddressed to Wm.

P. IteCall.

Tliis certificate was accompanied by an official letter from Mr.

McCall:

Wm. P. McCall,

Watches, Diamonds, Jkwelrv and Silverware, at Wholesale.

No. 6 W. 3rd Street,

New York, March 26th, 1679.

C. D. F.

Ihear Sir—You will see by the enclosed notloe that you liavo drawn a gold

watch and chain valued at $300.

I am authorized by the association, when prizes are sent out of the city, to

charge one per cent, for parking, postage, registering and shipping, which on

your prize amounts to $11.00. Send this amount registered in the enclosed

envelope, and upon its receipt, I will send your watch by mail, safely packed

and registered. Respectfully,

Wm. P. McCall.

Any person from tho country, who had received these docu

ments, would expect to find a largo handsome jewelry establish

ment at Mr. McCall's place, and of course " Cousin" Jones's place

was much larger. Bitter indeed has been the disappointment of

many a victim, upon visiting thia city in search of tho $300 watch
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and chain, to find at McCall's number a lager beer saloon, and no

trace whatever, no sign up, even, of Cousin Jones' large establish

ment. Worse than all, no person can be found who even knows

anything about Jones at 868 Broadway. So up and down the

block they search and gaze. For fear they are mistaken, they ex

amine Cousin Jones's letter. Yes, there it is, " 868 Broadway.'"

They return and renew their search, and at last are convinced

that they are out three dollars, and the golden vision of the

$300 watch and chain fades from their view, and they return

home with new knowledge of the depravity of the human race.

But all do not escape with the loss of $3. On the receipt of the cash,

Mr. McCall receives a terrible 6hock. Galvanism and electricity

combined could not so shake his manly form, or cause all his

nerves such a discordant vibration. He rushes at once to consult

the " President " and " Board of Directors," and then he immedi

ately writes a letter to Jones's Cousin, informing him of his terri

ble predicament, and anxiously waits his reply. The following

letter usually produces a shock, of $5 out of pocket, to the

country cousin :

w. P. McCall,

Watches, Diamonds, Jkwelry and Silverware at Wholesale,

No. 6 West 3rd Street,

New York, Nov. 12th, 187?.

C. D. F.

Dear Sir.—The gold watch and chain drawn by you was packed and ready

to mail, when I received word from Mr. Delafield (H. P. Jones' bookkeeper)

that your ticket had not been paid for. I went at once and examined Mr.

Jones' books and found it had not. Mr. Jones says bo cannot understand how

your name was put into the drawing without your ticket being paid for. I

next called on Mr. Webster, the president of the association, and explained

the matter to him. He said Mr. Jones was the only one to blame in the mat

ter, and that you were certainly entitled to the prize, but that it would be

necessary for you to send me the $5 to pay for your ticket. Then he said for

me to mail the watch and chain. Send the money registered in the enclosed

envelope, then there will be no mistake.

Respectfully,

W. P. McCall.

P. S.—If you had sent the money for your ticket to H. P. Jones, in a reg

istered letter or a P. O. money order, we would not have had all this trouble.

W. P. McC.



BOGUS JEWELRY DISTRIBUTION FRAUDS. 191

The $5 comes to McCall. His nerves are quieted and he sub

sides into exclusive retirement, and retires from active business w

far as the victim is concerned.

I have given the scheme as it was operated. It took just the

amount of stationery as above exhibited to secure §8 cash.

Now, what about Jones & McCall ? As already stated, they

were at neither of the places, as represented in their letters and

circulars, but at the corner of 22d street and Broadway, in the

office of Elias, and clerks for him. How did they get their mail

matter! That was easy enough. Both Jones & McCall were

former employees in the New York post office.

Elias had learned from past experience in his various other

schemes through the mail, that fictitious names were troublesome

to handle and that his letters were stopped under postal laws and

regulations. Therefore he found two men who were in straight

ened circumstances, and, taking advantage of their necessities,

employs them, and they sell the use of their names, and become

his willing tools, for a very small salary.

But these schemes cannot go on always, although Elias feels

secure. Headquarters police officers and detectives all know him.

He will not be disturbed. He never has been disturbed nor ar

retted, and why should he fear f

But one very stormy day, a marshal and myself visited Elias's

headquarters, and found him there and all his numerous family ot

clerks. McCall stood at the dusk, and received the letters from

the letter carrier, and signed for the registered letters. This he

did in my presence. After McCall had signed for about 20 let

ters for his name and address at 6 W. 3d street, the carrier de

livered about 50 letters for "II. P. Jones & Co." and u II. P.

Jones, h«',S Broadway," leaving them tied together on McCall s

desk. The marslial then arretted McCall, on a warrant issued by

l". 8. Commissioner John A. Shields, for sending circulars and

letters concerning a scheme to defraud the public through the

mail*. Just at this point Elias appears. He is greatly sur

prised.

I asked, " who is H. P. Jotics.''
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Elias—" I don't know him."

" Is there such a person here ?"

Elias—"I don't know of any, there may be."

" What right then has the carrier to deliver letters here for H.

P. Jones & Co., of 868 Broadway?"

Elias—"Don't know."

" Well, sir : if there is no Jones in this place, and you say no

one owns these letters here, it is evident that the carrier has left

the same by mistake, and if so, it is my duty as a special agent of

the Post Office Department, to take them and return them to the

custody of the Department."

Elias — " Well, there might be some one here by that

name."

Just at this point, I discovered that the whole line of clerks on

both sides of the room as above described, were looking on and

evidently enjoying the scene, save one poor fellow, and he was

doing his best to conceal himself from view by getting behind

the door of a large safe. Taking the letters in hand, I ap

proached him saying, (I had never seen him before,) " Hallo !

Jones, how are you ? Are these your letters ?"

" Cousin" Jones—"I don't know."

" Well," I said, " look at them, please, and inform me ; as, if

they are not, they will have to go back to the post office."

This was getting too hot for Elias. If these letters were re

fused, he would have hard work to get any more. He nodded to

" Cousin " Jones, and he then looked at them, and acknowledged

that they were his, and that all letters addressed H. P. Jones &

Co., 808 Broadway, were his also. I asked who the " Co." was,

and he nodded to Elias. This again was too much for Elias ; to

have one of his clerks expose him, and connect him with one of

his swindling schemes, that would never do. He shook his head

and " Cousin " Jones said, " O no, I am the whole concern, and

am the responsible party."

" O that is it, is it ?" I said, and then gave " Cousin " Jones an

invitation to accompany me to the Commissioner's office with the

celebrated jeweler McCall, where Mr. Elias a few hours later had
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the privilege of giving $1,000 bonds in each case for their ap

pearance for trial.

Subsequently they were indicted by the Grand Jury, pleaded

guilty, and were sentenced to pay a line and costs. McCall was

lined twice on two separate indictments. Elias paid it all, and

then camo whining around to have one fine in McCall's case re

mitted, as it was a hardship for him. I advised him to go ahead

at once and have it done, promising him to immediately rearrest

his men on other charges.

" O, if that is the case," said Elias, " I don't Bay a word, but

let the matter drop."

One thing ought to be added here. After these men had been

arretted this man called me one side, and in most winning and

plausible tones, assured me " I did not know him ; that he was

always ready to respond and do his duty, and I could go to any

of the boys at Headquarters as proof ; that if I needed help he

was always ready to respond," etc.

There is no question but many schemes of the same base char

acter are shielded in the manner alwve indicated.

After the arrest of Jones and McCall, their registered letters

and money orders were stopped by order of the Postmaster-

General. This was a very severe blow to Elias, as it prevented

him getting his hands on thousands of dollars belonging to other

people. Ho admitted in my office that this was very hard on

him ; that, if ho could have received his mail, he would not have

minded the payment of his fines.

Though the mails were closed to these addresses by Elias. yet

he was not to bo headed oil without another effort.

H. r. BrKTNETT.

In a few weeks complaints Ix-gan to come alnmt IT. F. Burt-

nett, 511» Sixth avenue, New York. Investigation disclosed the

fact that the business of McCall had been transferred to Hurtiictt

by printing Burtnett's name, in place of McCall. on the circular

letters sent out. Soon, however, these letters were stopped by

the post office authorities, and shortly after this the newspapers

rcjHjrtcd Elias's failure. Whether these arrests and the stopping

13
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of the mail had anything to do with the failure, I know not ; trat

this I do positively assert, without fear of contradiction, that

thousands of persons were saved from being robbed and swindled.

Elias is an interesting subject—cunning, sharp, and tricky.

He can sit down and write out a scheme in a few moments, that

others would be hours over.

More of his schemes would be of interest if space would per

mit. All of them are characteristic of the man.

He is in personal appearance a gentleman ; but when you

look upon the schemes he has perpetrated to deceive and defraud

the public, and consider the thousands he has robbed by these

schemes, he looks more like a sharper : and .one cannot help feel

ing a contempt for him.

Here is a man of ability, which, if applied in the direction of

an honest calling, would insure him success, and win him a posi

tion in the esteem and confidence of the community ; but pros

tituting his ability to the robbery of hundreds whom he knows

nothing of, he sinks below the favorable notice of decent people.

These men make money fast, and spend it freely. They buy

themselves position in decent society hy the lavish expenditure

of money. There are plenty of people in society, as it is con

stituted at the present day, who see nothing wrong if only a man

has plenty of money, and is free with it. A truckling sentiment

sustains and in a measure covers up the depredations and con

temptible methods of gaining a fortune by these parties, instead

of entering an indignant protest in the interest of common

humanity and honesty, and on the side of morality. Away with

such crawling to thieves and swindlers ! The man wrho obtains

another's money by means of false pretences, is in the eyes of

respectable people on the same plane as a thief. The highway

man who boldly walks up to his victim and demands his money,

makes a more manly show than the lying thief, who skulks be

hind some poor man as a tool, and prints his lies to deceive and

defraud the credulous.

People must learn that the circular sent through the mail is

sent for the purpose of obtaining money from the recipient for
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the benefit of the sender of the circular. And further, it is clear

that no man can afford to advertise in a newspaper, or to pay for

printing circulars, hire clerks to write letters, furnish envelope*

and postage stamps, and then sell goods for less than market

price. Beware of any man who offers to send you more than the

value of your money.

In addition to the above expenses, do not forget that it costs

something to live, and pay house rent and office rent in a city.

The party who sends circulars to you has to pay all these ex

penses, and he expects to make enough from his correspondents

to do it

A word to those living in the country :

The sharpers who devise the schemes to live without work,

do not expect to work. They hire clerks to do their work for

them. The Fraud work! preposterous!—not one of them.

They are gentlemen of leisure ; they drive their fast horses ; they

frequent summer resorts and cut a dashing figure. Here they live

at a first-class hotel, or upon " the avenue.'' They set society

agog with their display. They are "bankers" or "retired mer

chants," or they "own a mine in California;" and you, poor dupe,

lielp to pay for it. You work hard, early and late, perhaps ; you

earn your money honestly. They are bound to possess themselves

of it if possible, and then laugh at the easy manner in which you

have been outwitted.

Put your money in the savings bank, or in improvements al>out

your home, and there will be less ill-gotten wealth in the hands

of New York sharpers.
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CHAPTER Xn.

THE SAW DUST SWINDLERS.

PROFESSED DEALERS IN COUNTERFEIT MONET.

"We give below, for the sake of variety, a few of the different

circulars, used by the Saw Dust Swindlers, or the pretended

dealers in counterfeit money.

The first one was sent out by a concern which operated at 41

Carmine street, at that time a liquor store, kept by a man named

Gallagher.

The Superintendent of the Post Office in that locality reported

that when the carrier first took letters for Mr. Iloman to this

place, Mr. Gallagher told him it was all right, that Mr. Homan

resided there. Afterwards he told him that, on account of some

trouble with his family, Mr. Homan could not have his letters

addressed at home, and had requested him (Gallagher) to receive

the same for him, to be called for each evening. His circular

read:

Mr.

Dear Sir—I will confide to yon, throngh this circular a secret by -which you

can make a speedy Fortune. I have on hand a large amount of counterfeit

notesoftlio following denominations : One, Two, Five, Ten andTwenty, and also

Fifty Cent Fractional Currency notes. Iguaranteo every note to bo perfect, as

every note is examined by myself carefully as goon as finished, and if not

strictly perfect, is immediately destroyed, of course it would be foolishness

for me to send out poor work, as it would not only get my customers in

trouble, but would break up my business and ruin me, so for personal safety

I am compelled to issue nothing that will not compare with the genuine I

furnish you with the goods in any quantity, at the following low prices which

will bo found as reasonable, as the nature of the business will allow :

For $1,200 in my goods assorted, I charge, $100

" 2,500 " " " 200

'< 5,000 " " " 350

" 10,000 " " " 600
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Yon ran see from the nlxirc price lint, the advantage of buying largely, yon

cannot make money us rapidly in any other business, and their in not the

slightest danger in lining my goods, ono of the brat proofs being, thut, uot u

single |ierson doing business with me have ever been in any trouble, on the

coulrary, all making money rapidly. I have no connection with any other

6nu in this country, and every dollar of my money, is manufactured under

my own personal supervision. So in dealing with me, you get the goods from

flmt hands.

Vo not call at the address given here, as I do not receive visitors at my office,

mrrrly use it to get my letters. Write to me two days before you start to

come on here, to Now York, saying exactly when you will be here, and tell

me what Hotel you will stop at, so I will know where to meet you, I will cull

on you at your own Room, where we can transact our business without any

one knowing anything aliont it. As soon as you arrive in the city, go straight

to the Hutt'l and register your name, go up to your mora and stay in your

room, until I call on you. Have nothing to say to any person, who cannot

show you, your last letter to me, and when you see your own handwriting,

then you will know you are dealing with the right party, should you con

clude to send for samples before coining on to New York, I will st-ud you a

•ample, packed in book form, containing $:KJO, three hundred dollars in

sworted sizes, on receipt of $.10, thirty dollars. Should you scud for goods

follow these instructions carefully, send all money in a thick envelope, well

waled with my name aud addrras, plainly written, do not seud registered, or

express, as they cause suspicion, and I will not receive, or notice them.

Knclnaed you will And my name and address with a card of a hotel as con

venient as any in New York. Kliould you order Goods, send jour Express

address. Yours Confidentially,

J. W. Homax,

45 Carmine 8t., N. Y. City.

About the same time that this concern was running, another

one wan ojwratcd from Park Row :

Nkw York, 1*77.

Ik-ar Sir—One of oar Agents has sent us word that you are a pni|ier man to

handle our Stuff, (Counterfeit Money,) and if that is so, you hod U-ttcr come

an at once, and make a Personal examination. We have the best Stuff iu the

market. Our prices are as follows, $M«>any kind jou wish for flti.Kl, £"■«<> for

>»"«», |I<MNJ for f.>0.oo. If you cannot come we will send the Stuff 1>> mail

or r»|ire««, on receipt of price, but would rather you would come mi and Me it

tv-fore engaging in the bnnim-ov. We do uot answer l'o«:.il C.inU. If »oti

•rod money for the Stuff, send large Hills iieatly folded in a p!.u:i r:m '•»*•,

do not send it by Express, Registered Letter, or 1'. O. Ordc:, b.il iu u pl.uu

em elope.
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To those who wish to see Samples, we will send by mail postpaid, $30.00 of

our Stuff on receipt of $5.00 in a plain envelope.

Yours in silence,

T. Lee,

Boom 5, 31 Park Row,

New York City.

In this last case it will be observed, that the money was to be

forwarded, and that this fellow actually represented that he had

counterfeit money.

Then another party, who wanted an active man with a cash

capital, was much more covert, and did not presume to disclose

what he had to deal in :

New York City.

Dear Sir—I want an active man with a cash capital from Two to Five

hundred Dollars to assist me in the disposal of a certain class of goods which

are manufactured exclusively by myself.

To the right party I offer very liberal inducements, the profits are very

large and in proportion to the capital invested.

The goods are used by every one and the business is strictly confidential

perhaps you can guess what the goods are.

For full particulars apply to Yours truly,

H. M. W.

149 Fulton Street, New York City.

A circular similar to the above was also sent, replies to go to

B. W. Williard, at 212 Broadway, or, in other words, to be left

at Spencer's liquor saloon.

Still another fellow, under the name of "W". A. Morton, 427

Hudson St., was much more mysterious. He also sent a printed

circular couched in barbarous English and worse typography.

BEAD THI8 CAKEFUIJ.Y.

I Have on hand a large amount of Greenbacks, 1 2 & 5, thay are

equal in every respect to the Genuine. These Goods I let no one

have without they have been reccommended by Parties, I have

business with. I sell them at the following price,

1000 Assorted will cost you 100 One Hundred Dollars,

5000 " " " " " " " 350 Three hundred and fifty,

10.000 "" " " '■ " " 600 Six hundred dollars.

You see the advantage in buying a large amount. I do not wish
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yon to send mo any money by Mail or express nor will I tend any

goods that way. If you wish my goods you must come and see me in

Perwm or Rend one in your place yon can trust, I will show you my

goods If you are sutislied with them you can have ull you want at

the almve prices, If not fully satisfied I will pay all cxpence's

Bring a bag with you, for you are to carry the goods home yourself

If yoo conclude to come tht-u follow the following Instructions.

Write to me three days before you leuve home Register your name

at the Hotel card enclosed Go to your room and I will call or you

within oue hour after you arrive bringing goods with me.

Speak to no one about your Kusiness without he shows you your

last letter tome and the other half of this card -.41

He writes a letter also, which was sent at same time :

New York 17th Jane 78.

M. L.:

l>rar Sir— I have been requested to write to you by your Friend be says bo

Ihi.iks you would like to have some of my goods. If you do you will find

terms in the Circular.

If yon do not than burn this and that will End it the Offer will not 1m

saade to you a gain.

Read the Circular carefully and if you conclude to come Follow the Inttruc-

Uom» and I will meet you at the Hotel. I am yours Fraturnally,

W . A. Morton.

Accompanying this letter was a red card, on one side of which,

was " Binary Hotel, corner of 6/lA St. and Bowery. 3d avenxut

ears past t/te d*>or /" and on the other side, " Direct your letter

to D. A. Morton, 427 Hudson Street, New York." Beside*

this was a piece of green pasteboard, about an inch and :i half

wide and an inch and three-quarters long. This was the card

which the victim was to bring with him for identification.

Upon investigation wo found that this man Morton was a man

■aid to be connected with the Elian gang of Bwindlers. The rmxhut

operandi of these fellows, who invite a personal visit of their

victims to New York City, is as follows : If a verdant phould re

spond by going to tho particular hotel selected by tho fraud as

his base of operations, and registering his name, he will lw

shown to a room to await the appearance of the party to whom

he has announced his intention of visiting tho city, and who is

00 the lookout for him. The countryman will then be pumped
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as to his neighborhood, and his friends, and the amount of money

he has with him. He will be treated, and perhaps will be taken

out to some low dive or theatre, until the sharper gets thoroughly

into his confidence.

In some cases the verdant comes to the point of business at

once, and the sharper shows him a quantity of new good money,

and asks the verdant to go with him and see him pass it. The

money being good, it is easily disposed of. Then the verdant is

given a quantity with which to try his luck, and as they go from

place to place, he passes the money without any difficulty, as it is

all genuine. They then go back to their hotel. The verdant

goes to his room with the sharper, and discloses the amount of

money he has with him to invest. While they are thus engaged

discussing the price, etc., two of the sharper's pals knock at the

door and enter, proclaiming themselves United States detectives,

and arrest or pretend to arrest the sharper and the verdant. The

sharper offers §500 or $1,000 to be let off. The bogus detectives

demand double the amount, as the risk to them is great. The

sharper, in order not to disclose, (as he would have the verdant

understand,) dares not show his money, but appeals to Mr.

Verdant to put up the money and pay these officers, rather than

that both of them shall be arrested and sent to States Prison.

The amount demanded is usually sufficiently large enough to

take in all that the verdant has. The two pals then clear out,

and no sooner have they gone, than the sharper steps out for a

moment to see some friend, leaving the verdant to wait and

watch in vain for his return. At last the confiding countryman

wakes up to the fact that he has been robbed ; but it would

never do for him to go to the police with a complaint, lest he

criminate himself. Nothing is left for him but to get back

home as best he may, a sadder and it is hoped a wiser man.

In many instances, however, the money is supposed to be sent

by express. Of course the recipient dares not open the package

in the express office to examine it, as that would be a sure give

away, and lead to his arrest by local authorities.

These packages are sent where the goods are ordered C. O. D.
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The expressman collects $100 or $2<K) on his package, and the

verdant takes it homo very secretly, skulks off on the sly and

opens it to find the box containing—saw dust.

Any person near enough to see one of these fellows when ho is

cornered would find a very sickly looking individual.

We could multiply hundreds of these circulars and advertise

ments were it worth while. The names of L L. Luddington,

— Broadway, and James A. Knox, — West street, are familiar to

any one posted on these schemes.

TUE GEORGIA LOTTERY FKACD.

As variety is the spice of life, and of frauds, we give another

scheme something similar in character to the one above, in that

the thief tries to make a criminal of his victim.

In this case the jwrty pretended to Ihj in the employ of the

Georgia Lottery, and he gives the address of C L. Evans, 138

Greenwich street, N. Y.

According to the letter which ho sent out, ho was the manager

of the "Georgia Monthly Drawing." Business being dull lie had

devised a plan to help it along. Tho real plan, as we shall see,

was to get the $10 and make no return for it.

Following is his lure :

C. L. Evans, Broker.

Home* Loaned on Bond am> Mokiuauk. <;i>vkrnmknt Bonds Rocght

AMI Nol.D ON COMMISSION.

13rt (Skkicnwicm Htkk.kt, X. Y.

Ptar Sir—Bring Manner of the Georgia lottery for tho F.unt and West. I

make you tho following pro|Hi»i(ion fur our mutual bcuctit, ru. Send fur Vi

tickets price $10 ami I « ill alter the numlx-r drawn fnnn the wheel to rorre-

*|Mind » ith the nomlicr on one of your ticket* allowing you to dun' a $It«K)

priii-. and trusting to your honesty to devlde the name with me. Tlie rea

son I do not eare to make the prize larger is, in order to avoid suspicion, lie-

aide* we ran rejieat thin every month.

The dran lug takes place every month on the 'ill, ao remit immediately, in

order to got tickets for this drawing. Send money in your letter, it n ill come.

aafelt , and don't send by registered letter, money order, or express, aa it

■light create suspicion, and prevent na from making a good *"n> '" " ahort

••■are of time. I>on't fail to remit at once aa I must leaxo in time to »ii|mt-

inlcud the drawing. Youth truly, (.'. L. Evans.
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This party was a former clerk of the celebrated Elias, and

afterwards connected with Mr. J. M. Pattee, in one of his River

side schemes. He is a young man ready to do almost anything

for money.

Just here, a word of advice : whenever you see any scheme,

or advertisement, or letter, that requires you not to register

your letter, or send by money order, or express, mark it at once

as a fraud.

In this case the undoubted reason for these instructions was,

that if the rascal signed for a registered letter or money order,

he had first to be identified before he could get them, or if sent

by express, the expressman would have his description, and he

would be thus identified. While if neither of these three plans

were adopted by the sender of the money, he could have his

letters left in some liquor saloon and could receive the same

without any fear of identification.

Again, it is never safe to send money, no matter how small the

amount is, to one of these advertising frauds without sending it

in a registered letter. By so doing the sender receives double

security for his letter while in transit in the mails. He has a

receipt, which by act of Congress is made prima facie evidence

of the delivery of the letter to the party addressed. If the party

attempts to take it out, it obliges him to make himself known

and to be identified to the postal authorities before he can get it.

Aside from the security thus given to sender's letter, under

post office rules and regulations, as soon as we discover a fraud

of this kind, a report of all the facts is made to the Postmaster-

General, and under the law, all registered letters and money

orders are sent back direct to the sender thereof; so that if your

letter is registered, you insure getting it back again in case the

postal authorities shall have discovered the fraud before your

letter is delivered. In this way thousands of people every year

are saved from being swindled.

This scoundrel was not connected with the Georgia Lottery,

but he hoped by this letter to secure several hundred dollars

through the mails, and escape detection.
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RUM-SHOP SKULKERS.

There are another class of frauds who make the liquor saloon

their headquarters. Hero, under an assumed name, they have

their mail delivered. Not feeling secure to have themselves per

sonally known to the postal officials, they arrange with some bar

tender or gin-mill keeper to receive their mail—while they

themselves are to be kept in the background and unknown. To

any person beside the letter carrier, inquiring for their address,

the reply will universally be: "Don't know any such party; has

never been here." To the carrier with a letter : " O yes ; ho

belongs here, but has just stepped out ;" and if a registered letter

shall be taken to this place it will be, " All right ; Mr. A. left

orders for me to sijjn for him," and a written order will be pro

duced for the carrier to deliver all registered letters to Mr. B.,

signed by A.

This is almost the universal method of this particular fraud.

They have different schemes of swindling, but the manner of

getting their mail is the same.

It is very hard to find who the gnilty party is, and yet, now,

since the arrest of the party wo shall describe further on, it is

quite an easy matter to secure a stoppage of their unlawful

business through the mail, by simply sending the matter to the

general delivery, at the post office, and leaving word for the

person addressed to call for his mail. Before ho can receive tho

same he must be identified by somo responsible party. This will

never do, for it would fix the matter sure upon him, and mako

him the responsible party. This would in turn enable the officer

of tho law to discover his man, and would lead to detection and

arrest. So for fear of these tiling ho will forfeit his entire

mail and lose tho benefit of his advertisements, rather than bo

identified or run the risk of getting caught by even calling at

the post office.

The usual effect of this is to drive tho fraud to other quarters,

and not unfrequently will tho samo advertisement apjiear in the

same newspaper, with no alteration but tho name and address.
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But if the officer does his duty thoroughly, the same tactics will

effectually close the business when persevered in.

This fraud cannot bear the light of day. It hides away in

dens of infamy, or in the liquor saloon, protected by men who

become parties to the robbery or consent to act for the rascal, and

shield him from exposure, provided he treats his friends liberally

at this bar.

Out upon such men I You ask one of these fellows to assist

you to find one of the scamps you are looking for, and mark his

manner and his words. He starts back with an indignant look,

with a " AVhat do you say ? I give that party away ! No, sir-ee !

lie's a good customer, and I ain't the kind to go back on a

fellow." No, reader. We have plenty of such creatures here in

New York. Help protect the innocent, or enforce the law!

Decidedly no. To do anything of that kind is to lose caste. If

you will pay them roundly, and not publish their treachery, they

will sell out their best friend. But to help an officer capture a

thief, that is not to be thought of, unless by so doing their own

personal interests may be subserved.

I cannot express my contempt for such crawling creatures.

They are utterly devoid of all moral principle, and incapable of

appreciating or even believing that any man is governed by any

other than a selfish motive in all he does. They utterly abhor

a man who does right because it is right.

The party I introduce here, is one of the descendants of Ham.

Not Ham of ancient days, but Orville A. Ham. This man made

his headquarters in a liquor saloon at the comer of Fulton st. and

Broadway. He told so many stories that it is doubtful which of

them is true. Still a plain statement of facts will disclose the

fraud, which was and is frequently attempted.

JAMES IIUTCHINS.

Many readers will remember seeing this advertisement, which

appeared in numerous papers South and West :



THE 8AW DUST SWINDLEBS. 205

$95T>,ono in Cami Gifts

To be distributed by the

Mjebcantilk Prize Association of New York.

Daily Drawings!

A Prizk for Every Ticket.

1 Cash Gift |100,000 75Cash Gifta, each $1,000

6 " Gifts, each 60,000 300 " » 500

12 " " " 25,000 200 " " 200

20 " '• « 6,000 550 " « 100

4"0Cold Wateben | 75 to :100

27.1 Sewing Machines 60 to l.'.O

75 Elegant Pianos 250 to 700

6" Elegant Mclodeons 60 to tflO

Cash GifU, Silverware, etc., valued at $1,500,000

A cliance to draw any of tlii> atiovo prizes for 25 cents. Tickets describing

prize* are skalko iu envelopes and well mixed. On receipt of 25 cents a

healed ticket is drawn without choice, and sent by mail to any addrexs.

Tbe prize named upon it will be delivered to too ticket holder on payment of

one dollar. Prizes are immediately sent to any address by express or return

mail.

You will know what yonr prize is before yon pay for it. No blanks. Our

patron* can depend on fair dealing.

Opinion* of tub Prehh.—Pair dealing can be relied on.—.Vrir York Hrrald,

Aug. 2X A irenniue distribution.— N'arM, Sept. 9. Not one of the huinl>ng<i

«fthe<lay.— H'trklg Tribune, Jnly 7. They give general satisfaction.—suintt

Ztitmmg, Aug. 5.

K>rKKEN(°EH.—By kind permission we refer to the following: Franklin S.

Lane. I^nioville, drew $13,000. Miss Hut tie Hanker, Charleston, $9.0O0. Mrs.

Eouiaa T. Blake, St. Paul, Piano, $7.1X10. Samuel V. Raymond, Boston.

tr>,V-<>. Eugene P. Brackctt, Pittsbnrgh, Watch, $:HK). Miss Annie Osgood,

New Orleans, $500. Emory I- Pratt, Columbus, Ohio. $7,000.

One Cash (lift In every package of 150 tii'keta guaranteed. 5 tickets for

$1<«>; 11for$.'.«0; 25 for $5.00; 150 for $15.00.

Send all money exceeding one dollar by express.

Address James FlrrciiiN*.

212 Broadway.

Inquiry at 212 Broadway, disclosed the fact that no such person

was known there, wliilo the carrier stated that some jhtsoii

receive<l their mail in tlie liijuor store, after the method rIhjvc

deMrihcd.

On sending $1 in an ordinary envelope, a person would receive

a circular which promised a wonderful return for 25 cents, or
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five tickets for one dollar. " Every ticket draws a prize ; eleven

tickets for $2 ; twenty-five for $3 ; fifty for $5 ; 150 for $15."

For cheek these circulars excel even those of Pattee or Buck-

waiter. The following are represented as extracts from the

Times, Herald, and Journal, and nine out of every ten readers,

would suppose these were genuine quotations. Yet when their

attention is called to it and they read it here, they will say that

any fool could see that is a falsehood on its face :

Mercantile Prize Association.

Public Opinion.

Wo have always been prejudiced against Lotteries and Gift Enterprises,

considering them ont and out swindles, but we are glad to know that there

are some carried ou honestly and we feel it due to the gentlemen who con

duct the " Mercantile Prize Association," to make an exception in their favor.

They are all men of business capacity, known and respected by the community

at large ; with two of them we are personally acquainted and have been for

years, they neither pretend to give away Opera Houses nor Thousands of

Acres of Land, but the public may be well assured that they will do as they

agree.—Times, March, 1873.

We have just had our attention called to the "Mercantile Prize Association,"

by the fact of two of our employees investing, and each securing iu return a

handsome prize. We had previously known of the existence of such an

Association, but had not given it a second thought, feeling a little timid on

such subjects ; on inquiry, wo learn that the Association is a bona fide one—

characterized by fair and honorablo dealing, and such as all can put confi

dence in.—Herald, April, 1873.

In justice to the " Mercantile Prize Association," whom we abused roundly

in our columns on Saturday, pronouncing them swindlers and humbugs, we

desire to apologize for our hastiness, and we frankly admit that business as

conducted by them, will defy the closest scrutiny. They are all fair and hon

orable business men, and we hope our friends will patronize them largely Are

you satisfied, gentlemen ?—Journal, April, 1873.

" For an order for fifty tickets we give an elegant gold pen

and pencil ; for an order of 150 tickets, a silver hunting case

watch ; for an order of 500 tickets or $50, an elegant gold hunt

ing case watch, or a sewing machine of any desired make."

They then print a list of references where various parties are

represented as having drawn prizes, each from $25.00 to §2,500.

The drawings, we are told, " take place daily." The last

expression would naturally convey to a stranger, that there was
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to be a daily drawing of these prizes, and announcement made of

prizes drawn to the purchaser of ticket*!. But the practical

meaning is—that the thief does actually draw the victim's money

out of letters sent each day and—puts the 6ame in his pocket I

As variety is the spice of life, we give the list of prizes in fulL

in order that the reader may fully understand the extent to which

a scheme of this sort may be carried.

A Chaxck to Draw any of the Prizes on this List by Purchasinq a

Sealed Ticket for 25 Cents.

Drawings Take Place Daily.

The Article or Prize drawn will bo delivered to the Ticket Holder on payment

of

One Dollar.

lCash Gift of $2.1,000 75 Cash Gifts of $750

5 " " 10,000 100 " " 500

10 " " 5,000 200 " " 200

25 " •' 2,500 50 " - 100

50 " '• 1,000 500 " " 50

H00 Cash Gifts of $50

50 Elegant Rosewood Pianos. $300.00 to 700.00

75 " " Melodeons 75.00 to 150.00

350 Sewing Machines fiO.OO to 175.00

200 Mu.ic Boxes 8-1.00 to 250.00

tO0 Fine (Sold Watches 75.00 to 300.00

750 Fine Silver Watches 80.00 to 60.00

S50 Silk Dress Patterns, all colors 25.00 to 40.00

150 Silver Plated Pitchers. 1H.00 to 25.00

t£O0 Photograph Albums la tH) to 25.00

2,500 Pairs 8ilver Butter Knives. 5.00 to 10.00

5,000 St-ino Set slid Seal Rings 2.00 to 10.00

6,000 Miniature Lockets, all sites 2.50 to 7.00

4,000 Watch Charms, each 3.00 to 5.50

5.000 Gold Pens, Silver Extension Cases and Pencils 4.00 to 7.CO

6,000 Gents' Breast and Scarf Pins 3.00 to 20.00

6,000 Ladies' New Style Belt Buckles 3.00 to H.00

2,000 Chatelaine and Guard Chains 7.50 to 20.00

2.000 O.ild Thimbles H.00 to 15.00

5,000 Sets Ladies' Brooch and Ear Drops 300to 7.00

7,000 Gold Crosses 3.oo to 10.00

6,000 Engraved Band Bracelets 5.00 to 2000

2.000 Heavy Plated Gold Chain Bracelets 5.oo to 10.00

2,000 Bail Ear Drops, all colon 4.00 to 8.00
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2,000 New Stylo Jet and Gold Ear Drops 3.00 to 9.O0

1,000 Gold Peus, Gold Mounted Ebony Holders 4.50 to 7.00

2,000 Cut Crystal Ear Pendants, new styles 5.00 to 10.00

2,000 " Brooches, " 4.00 to 8.00

1,000 Fine Ira. Diamond Cluster Brooches 5.00 to 20.00

1,000 Silver Tea Sets 25.00 to 150.00

1,000 Silver Revolving Patent Castors 15.00 to 40.00

1,000 Silver Cake Baskets 15.00 to 30.00

1,000 Sets Silver Tea and Table Spoons 50.00 to 500.00

1,300 Diamond Rings, Cluster, etc 15.00 to 45.00

1 ,000 Silver Castors and Wine Holders 20.00 to 35.00

1,000 Children's Sets, Silver Knife and Fork 5.00 to 9.00

2,000 Silver Napkin Rings 2.50 to 9.00

5,000 Sets Brooch and Ear Rings with Pearl Setting 5.00 to 20.00

2,500 Fine French Watch Chains 5.00 to 25.00

3,500 Enamelod Vest Chains 4.00 to 25.00

2,500 Bosom Studs Im. Diamond 5.00 to 15.00

2,500 Good Engraved Bosom Studs 5.00 to 12.00

2,000 Pairs Ear Rings, new styles 1.50 to 7.00

2,000 Necklaces 4.00 to 7.00

2,500 Gold Pencils 3.00 to 8.00

3,000 Onyx and Amethyst Brooches 5.00 to 10.00

1,500 Masonic Pins 4.00 to 10.00

1,000 Gold Watch Keys, new pattern 4.50 to 9.00

2,500 Enameled Sleeve Buttons 3.00 to 9.00

5,000 Plain Gold and Chased Rings 4.50 to 10.00

4,000 Ladies' Set Gold Mounted, hard rubber 5.00 to 12.00

1,500 Hard Rubber Neck Chains 4.00 to 9.00

1,000 Fine Wool Shawls 12.00 to 30.00

3,500 Oil Chromos, 500 Fine Oil Paintings, Framed Engravings, &c.

Money sent by Express is sure to reach us safely.

Still these swindlers did make some return. They sent the cor

respondent the tickets ordered, and a letter, which we give.

Office of the

Mercantile Prize Association.

In response to yonr order of yon will find herewith enclosed ticket which

we have drawn for you, and Circular of Terms, &c.

Having no Agent in your locality, we should be glad to havo you act in

that capacity for us. If you should be one of the fortunate, and secure a val

uable prize, we trust that you will show it to your acquaintances as an in

ducement for thoin to favor us with their patronage.

Our stock of Jewelry, Silver Ware, Imported and Domestic Fancy Goods,

embraces all the latest patterns and designs, which we should be glad to have

you call and examine when in this city.
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Address aH orders for Prizes or Tickets to our cashier, and they will meet

with prompt attention. Send all money by Post (Hiiro money order or

registered letter, and it in More to reach us safely. Recollect in future, address

all correspondence to our cashier,

J. 0. HiTcniNfl,

8. E. (.'or. 13th Btreet and 4th avenue.

All prizes drawn, regardless of value, will he promptly sent as directed,

by mail or express, on receipt ofcharges. Soliciting further favors, we remain,

Yours truly,

Tiik Managers.

be rabtnct'lar to 8rni> all monet letters by post office monet

order or kkoi8tekkd ijcttkk.

All charges for Expressage and Packing must be forwarded with the order

for the Prize. No goods sent C. 0. D., or exchanged.

It will lie seen that on the last circular they say, " the article

or prize drawn will he delivered to the ticket holder on payment

of $1." We call especial attention to the prize tickets, which are

returned in small envelopes, and to the charges named therein in

each case, for " expressage and packing."

The design was to hleed the customer as long as they could,

and then desert him. This fellow played his points well.

The fallowing tickets are three samples of the Prize Tickets

■Imivc referred to.

DAILY DISTRIBUTION

Mercantile Prize .Association.

Prize Certificate Xo. fiWJ.

This Certificate, when accompanied by One Dollar (and £6.50

for expressage atid packing), entitles the holder to

MELODEON,
VALUED AT $li.>.

Mercantile Prize Association.

14
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DAILY DISTRIBUTION

OF THE

MERCHANTS & BANKERS ASSOCIATION.
Certificate No. 8162.

This Certificate, when accompanied by One Dollar (and 35

cents for expressage and packing), entitles the holder to

SEAL JRIIVG,

VALUED AT $6.

Merchants and Bankers Association.

DAILY DISTRIBUTION

OF THE

MERCHANTS AND BANKERS ASSOCIATION.

Certificate No. 7831.

This Certificate, when accompanied by One Dollar (and 75

cents for expressage and packing), entitles the holder to

LADY'S MINK MUFF,

VALUED AT $40.

Merchants and Bankers Association.

In the above letter, the replies are to be sent to J. G. Hutchins,

"our Cashier," S. E. Cor. 13th street and 4th avenue. A per

sonal inquiry resulted, as described in the first part of this chapter.

While in the particular case this letter directed all replies sent to

Hutchins, still in one instance it was J. Hutchins at 212 Broad

way, again Thos. Ingate, 102 Nassau street, and in various other

places. And this miserable wretch would crawl first into one

liquor saloon and then into another, take his letters, and then get

out of sight as quickly as possible. He took good care not to go
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for his mall if any stranger was about, nor did bo receive it in

the presence of any one who could possibly be a detective.

IIow did you finally catch him I I hear some impatient reader

ask. Well, I will tell you. A registered letter was addressed to

J. Ilutchins, 212 Broadway. A registered letter, according to

the regulations, can bo delivered only to the party addressed, or

to his order. A notice was sent this party that certain registered

letters awaited him at the post office, and he was requested to call

for them. In a few days some person called, but when asked if

he was J. Ilutchins, he answered, " O no, sir, I was only requested

to call for these letters." In a few days another party called.

It went along for nearly a month, until at last one day J. Ilut

chins himself culled. Every other device had failed, and if he

got these letters, ho must come himself. He was asked if tliat

was his name and ho replied it was, and produced other letters

addressed J. Ilutchins, in proof thereof. After proving positively

that ho was J. Ilutchins and that these letters were his, ho was

allowed to receive the sumo by signing receipts therefor. Having

done this, he was inarching off highly elated with his prize, only

to fall into the hands of a United States marshal, who was pres

ent with a warrant. He was conveyed to Ludlow street jail in

default of bail. The next day was brought before a United State*

Commissioner and there set up tho defence that ho was not J.

Ilutchins, but was sent by J. Ilutchins, to get these letters. Ho

could not tell where Ilutchins could be found, nor scarcely

dewrilie what lie looked like. He brought in tho man SjK'ticcr

who kept one of the saloons where ho received his letters to prove

tliat his right name was Orville A. Ham. I had been advised of

this dodge beforehand, fo l>eing forewarned, I was forearmed.

I immediately moved to dismiss the complaint, on the ground that

he proved his right name was Ham. The Commi.-Moncr granted

it. lie and his lawyer and friends arose to depart in high ghe,

when I moved his arrest, on the charge of obtaining letters con

taining articles of value by fraud ami deception from tho custody

of tl.e jKWtniaster of New York city.

This took them aback, and was a surprise;. Tho extreme pen
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alty under the first charge, on which he had originally been ar

rested, was, at that time, but $500 fine, while on this last charge

the lowest penalty possible was one year's imprisonment.

Suffice it to say, he was committed to jail to await trial, was

indicted in the United States Court, tried, convicted, and sen

tenced to one year's imprisonment.

Thus a sharp rascal was punished. If he had not attempted to

be too sharp, he would have escaped with a very much lower

penalty.

ANOTHER COUNTERFEIT MONEY FRAUD.

Another fraud that is operated in the same manner is that of

the dealer in counterfeit money. Here, however, I have little

sympathy with the victim, for the man who will send money for

such a purpose as is set out in the following scheme, deserves to

be swindled. Many weak ones are sorely tempted by these and

like schemes, and yet they proclaim their own dishonesty, by

engaging in any such enterprise.

This is such a contemptible form of dishonesty that I feel little

like giving it even a space in this book. But when I remember

the large army of clerks, and young men on farms and scattered

throughout the country, I would both warn them and denounce

the scheme. The partaker is as bad as the thief ; any person who

sends money for counterfeit money should lose every cent of it.

It is surprising that there are enough people of this character

in the country, to make it profitable to men who engage in the

traffic. Perhaps in no other scheme, save the lottery, are there

so many roughs, sports and fast persons swindled, as by those who

send for the " queer."

We give one of their circulars, and a notice cut from a news

paper, or purported to have been. This circular was sent large

numbers of people, just the same with one exception, and that

was the name and address at the bottom. The clipping from the

newspaper is sent with the circular in each case. The names

attached to each of these were evidently all written in the same

handwriting, and doubtless all belonged to the same person.

The address in each case is a liquor saloon or a thieves' resort.
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CIRCUULR.

Dtar Sir—My traveling agent, who passed through your section recently,

informed me that you were a man of a speculative disposition like myself, and

that you were willing to make money rapidly, provided it could be done

safely. To come to the point at once,—I am a manufacturer of ciqabs made

of (iieeu Tobacco. 1 mil the only person who hits been engaged in this 1>um-

ne.-w in this vicinity for years. I am not only an expert in the business myself,

but I employ none but the best talent in the country to assist me. Every

thing in connection with my business is as well organized and as well

conducted ss any business in the land. My CIOAB8, though not genuine, are

aa difficult to detect as anything can be. I presume that yon understand me,

I do not ask you to send me money in advance, nor will I send my goods on

credit, aa I can sell all I wish to persons for cash. I will not deal with every

person who writea to me. I deal only with those who are properly recom

mended. As long as you keep your business to yourselfyou can make money.

Hut when you get too happy and give your business away, others will make

the money which you expected for yourself. This Is human nature, and you

know it.

I desire you to come on to this city and examine my stock at your leisure.

Too can then take away whatever quantity you bargain for, and fou can rest

assured if yon will act honorably with me I will with you, and when I treat

a man true and upright I expect the same in return, and I will prove what I

•ay to jour satisfaction when we meet. My prices are as follows:—For $I."0

I will allow you $1,000; f..r$.T,0 I will allow you $3,000; for f3Ti0 I will allow

you |T>,«oo. The sizes of my cioakh are Nna. 1, 2, 5 and 10. You understand

I am willing to allow you $:t00 in goods for your railroad expenses. You are

at liberty to bring a friend with you if he has money. But bring a man who

can keep a still tongue. If you make up your mind to come notify mo at

what hotel you may stop here. If yon are not familiar with the name of a

suitable hotel hem write to me and I will furnish you all the information )oti

deal re. Whatever you do answer this at once. There are other men in this

business ; some of them have been connected with me, and some of them are

acting for themselves. It is urcIcmi for you to waste your time on them, as I

am the only manufacturer, and they are neeennurily obliged to buy their

g<-«W from me to sell to yon. They do not like to own tip to this, but they

are obliged to do so in the end. The safest plun is to come to headquarter*

and deal directly with me. To a man of the Intelligence you are supposed to

possess it is unnecessary for me to go into farther details, but any additional

information will be furnished when I hear from you. Write sli"rt and plain

letters slid to the point. l)o not bother me about small orders or samples

which are usually sent by mail. An inquisitive postmaster, or some one who

la la the habit of getting your mall (or you, may lie tempted to open yonr let

ters. In rssr you intend coming on immediately notify me three or four da\ *

In advance of yonr starting, so that I ran be prepared for you. Ki-ul llm

•riated slip inside very carefully. Remember that tins circular is stut to
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very few. My object in having it printed is to avoid saying too much in

writing. You will perceive the importance of this. It is printed in my

private office. If I have made a mistake by writing to the wrong man please

excuse me and do not exposo me. Let matters drop.

You may not come on, but if we meet you will find me a sure friend to deal

with. When I treat a man truly I expect the same in return. For our first

trade you must see me personally. After that we can make other arrange

ments. James Mullen,

In care of M. Clark, 50 Delancy Street, New York City.

The newspaper clipping said :

A SUPPOSED CASK OF COUNTERFEITING DI8MISSED.

Yesterday morning a well-dressed lady reported to Justice Williamson that

she had accidentally come into possession of a letter to a gentleman of this

city from a wealthy counterfeiter in New York. The letter purported, she

said, offering of cigars for sale ; but that a detached note in the envelope

plainly indicated that cigars meant counterfeit money of the best quality.

Upon these representations the gentleman was arrested at his hotel nnd

brought before His Honor. He gave his name as Robert S. Maxwell. He

Mat eel that he got acquainted with the lady on the incoming train and con

versed with her for two or three hours. That at the end of the route he

missed his pocketbook, containing a small sum of money and some papers of

no value. That he was morally convinced that she was the thiof, but did not

wish to prosecute, and concluded to drop her acquaintance. Upon searching,

his valise about $8,000 in new money, but no letters, were found. The cashier

ot the Third National Bank was sent for, who, after a critical examination of

the bills, pronounced them to bo genuine. He was, of course, discharged.

Maxwell had evidently been drinking, and during a moment of excessive in

dulgence had given himself away or had entertained his fair acquaintance

with some ghost stories.

This fraud used these different addresses. Letters addressed to

each of these were sent to the General Delivery and remained un

claimed, for fear, doubtless, of arrest if he showed himself.

Counterfeit Money Frauds.

James Harris, care of Mr. Grampfe, 523 6th street.

Charles O. Brooks, 128 West street.

William H. Leo, care of Mr. Stephens, 272 East 3d street.

William Lea, care of Mr. Huff, 127 Broome street.

T. Rand, care of Mr. Warner, 78 Christie street.

B. Rand, 62 Harrison street.

George Anderson, 104 Hester street.

James Bell, care of David Bohnet, 133 Division street.
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Thomas Kent, care of A. Lambert, 13 Suffolk street.

Jami't Arnold, care of Andreas Fruiche, lol Eldriilgo street.

Jamca Mnllen, core of M. Clark, !J0 Dclaucy street.

Thomas Rand, care of L. Muller, 188 Allen street,

James Hudson, care of Mr. Clemens, ltH3 1st avenue.

James Dell, care Mr. Muller, 127 Stanton street.

Wm. Gray, care Mr. Sachs, 500 Mb street.

W. Slater, rare Mr. Silvery, 443 1st avenue.

Hnwelt Perkins, 11 Park row, and 297 Greenwich street.

Wm. Hall, care Mr. Kreatzer, 242 East 30th street.

H. II. Franklin, — West street.

Another scheme, on about the same plan, is where a hektograph

copy of a letter was sent out, which we print below :

P/kar Sir—I desire to call yonr attention to a certain claas of money which

can be bought at a large discount, aud it can readily be exchanged for its face

value. Should y<m be willing to buy soino of it, or know some one else who

will, please let me know, as Iran give you the name of a liana t'nie dealer,

from whom can be obtained the fliiest kind on very reasonable terms.—

Nothing is asked in advance or ('. O. I)., but only after the goods are safe in

|HvMcv%ion of the purchaser. The reason I write to you is because I can got a

romtuiiuiioii on all the customers whom I may find. If this should suit yon,

plmae let me know at once, and I will give your name to the party of whom

I speak, so be may send yon his terms and full particulars.

I am yours confidentially.

This letter brings a reply in many cases, and is followed np by

Lbttkk No. 2.

New York City, 1. 19, Ihmo.

Mr Pkar Rib—In reply to yours will say, I have the goods you want, and

guarantee them to be in every rr»i>ect equal to the Omjinalt, and they can be

nsed as such without being detected. Tliey are of the following number*:

Ones, Twos, Fives and Tens. The verry smallest amount I sell, u inter any

rinumstauees, is one thousand in my goods, price one hundred DolL cash

down, but the larger the amount you purchase the cheaper I sell. Most all

my customers take the Agency for one county, which they get by buying five

thousand in the Goods, price three hundred and fifty Doll, aud by bu\ tug Tea

thousand, price six hundred Doll. I givo the Agent y for 8 or 3 or mora

counties. You can easy see the advantage of buying largely. I hope yon

fnlly aprearlate the danger connected with this business, but if you will only

he guided by my advice there can be no trouble, for the Goods nre line enough

to take rare of tbemselfea. It is brat to avoid all unnecessary risk, I therelors

■ever send any Goods by mail or F.xpress, as such letters and Packages have

often been Intercepted by the Authorities and caused much trouble. I only
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deal face to face, as I consider it absolutely necessary to know all those with

whom I am to deal personaly, as it establishes the required confidence

between us. If you. intend to deal with ine you must come on here and get

the goods yourself, select from my stock what you want, and count them, and

take them with you. I will see you safe out of the city. Write soon if yon

want to come, and I will send you the necessary instructions and the name of a

Hotel if yon wish it. I will call on you at the Hotel in your Room, so you will

have no trouble in flndiug me. I dont want you«to call at the addr. given

here, as I only get my mail there through a friend who knows nothing about

our business. I do not send any samples of my Goods, but if you doubt tho

quality of my goods, you can come at any time to examine them without buy

ing any, or yon can deposit your money in a Bank, until after you have done

business satisfactory to yourself. I will make you an allowance in the goods

for all your expenses. If you want the Agency for your county, let mo know,

and I will not write to any one else. Please destroy all letters. Hoping to

Btart a trade that will prove mutually profitable, I am yours very truly.

If the money is sent, the Fraud pockets it ; but if C. O. D., a

box of sawdust is sent, and the amount collected by the express

company ; and, instead of heading off the express company and

preventing the money being paid over, the victim dares not move,

for fear of exposing himself as having attempted to deal in coun

terfeit money.

Thus the scoundrel is protected, and the victim through fear

of exposure quietly allows himself to be robbed.

Again I repeat, I have no sympathy with him. The one

swindled is a little the meaner of the two. The thief makes no

pretension of being honest, or in any legitimate business, while

the sender passes himself off as an honest man and a respectable

citizen.

A letter from a party who wants to be a rascal and deal in

counterfeit money.

Walnut Hills, La Fayktte Co., Ark., May 10, 1880.

Have a friend and associate wlio has given mo your address, having

formerly had dealings with you in connection with the subject in considera

tion.

What is desired is this : A splendid specimen, say one " I " and a " V " of

foe-simile U. S. Currency.

State your prices simply thus:

For X. per ct. 500.

" XX. " " 1000.

" V. " " 1500.
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Am living in a remote section and retired. Splendid field fur speculation.

Want only the best " style." Strictly contideutial. No effort to discover or

betray eon succeed.

You need feel no uneasiness and though I rely upon you I ahull bo on my

guard and be firm.

Write iui:ueiliutcly. Should your sample prove good, will send you funds

in " regular style." Simply asking for your " l'ateut remedy.''

Burn this and all other communications you may receive, and I will do the

same.

8. IL Frost.
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CHAPTEK XIIL

BANKING HOUSES.

Another party, arrested for violation of postal laws with his

circulars, about the same time as Pattee's men, and whose mail

was stopped by order of the Postmaster-General : and who was

indicted in the United States Court for violation of postal laws,

was H. D. P. Allen. He advertised as follows :

$19,896,748.28. This immense amount is represented to be distributed

monthly by the Havana, Louisiana, Kentucky, and German Lotteries, draw

ing monthly, semi-monthly, and daily. Tickets in any of the above at lowest

rates. For further information, address or apply to the National Banking

Co., 79 Nassau street, New York.

We give the following extract from the New York Sun of

Thursday, May 30, 1878.

What the National Banking Association Proposes to do for the

Unwary.

"Wanted—10,000 letters, recent date, whose authors are of a speculative

character; lottery preferred. Called with sample, 79 Nassau street, room 1,

after 12 M."

Carpenters, painters, and glaziers were busy making a black walnut parti

tion (out of pine), with. wire screens and stained glass windows, in room 1.

The reporter recognized the baldheaded, keen-eyed, grey-bearded man in shirt

sleeves behind the desk as John Daly, known as the " Post Office Terror."

" I have called to inquire into the meaning of that advertisement."

"It's very plain, I should think," the advertiser said. "Have you any

lettera of that character for sale f You have t Now, I don't want any twenty-

five-ccnt men, or penny-whistle fellows. I want solid men, who go ten to a

thousand."

The reporter was invited to step in.

" The object of this advertisement is to get the names of all speculators we

can. This is going to be an immense thing. We call it the National Banking

Association, and there is a chance for a fortune to any smart man. You re

member they burst up the Industrial Exhibition Scheme, Capital One Million.

Well, wo now propose to take up the German Lotteries, and if you know

any one who wants to sell bonds cheap, bring him along."
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An «c«l German of a speculative torn entered and drew a package of old

letters from bis pocket. What the/ contained the reporter waa not permitted

to nee.

There waa not a book, bottle of ink, pen, nor any article in the National

Hanking Association. The only ornament wan a huge canvas transparency

with a long list of lotteries.

Tho advertisement above is a lie at the start ; for it was never

pretended by these lotteries that any such sum as that named

had ever been drawn monthly.

A circular was also issued of the " National Banking Com

pany,*' setting forth "the now and original plan of doing busi-

ne**." That plan was, briefly stated, to issue " bonds," bearing

the numbers of the tickets in the various lotteries of the day ;

said bunds to be redeemed with prizes, as determined by the

regular drawings of the regular lotteries. For instance, these

National Banking Company's " bonds " would be purchased and

the prizes decided by the drawing of tho Royal Havana Lottery,

the " bond " bearing tho number of tho lottery grand prize, re

ceiving a grand prize from tho Banking Company.

More than this. Any one purchasing fivo chances in the Co

vington, Ky., drawing for $"», and sending $1 additional, would

be insured- a prize for one of his five tickets ; and the purchasers

of ten whole or fractional "risks" in the Royal Havana were in

like manner insured for at least one prize, or, as Allen's circular

cxprcsM-d it, in largo typo and bad grammar, "Any one purchas

ing 10 Whole or Fractional Numbers in either one of these 4 Lists,

and failing to draw A.vythixo, wo will retckx tiikir monkt."

Tli is circular contained a cut of a five-story building, with a

Mansard roof, and from its top, floating over, was a banner or

flag bearing the words " National Banking Co." Uj>on tho front

of this picture, as though painted on a largo sign extending

arrura tho three windows of one side, and nearly across the

entire half of the third story, was the word " National." Under

that, on the second story, tho word " Banking." Over tho first

story and under the second is tho word " Company," representing

to the reader that this entiro half of this immense building waa

occupied by the " National Banking Co."
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This was a falsehood. The fact was that Allen occupied a

single room, fitted up to resemble not a banking house, but a

policy shop or place where lottery tickets were sold, and where

the only one of the officers that they pretend to name on this

circular, that could be found, was this man Allen. His plan is

discussed by his circular, and was designed to obtain money from

the parties to whom he should send it. Perhaps no better

description of the methods of his business and of the operations

of this " celebrated banking company " can be given than a

simple recital of what occurred in this den when we went in to

arrest Allen.

Going in, first I inquired for Mr. Allen, the Secretary and

Treasurer of the National Banking Company. A person about

fifty-five years of age, responded that that was his name ; when

a conversation very similar to the following occurred :

C. " Will you explain your scheme, or the plan of your organ

ization ?' '

A. " What is your name ?"

C. " I don't want my name mixed up with any such arrange-

. ment as this. What do you want to know it for ?"

A. " Are you a correspondent ?"

C. " Yes, I have written you."

A. " Well, there is a certain newspaper that is down on me,

and often persons come in here to make inquiries, and I like to

know why they inquire."

C. " I want to understand your methods and schemes before I

invest."

A. "Give me your name so I can see it is all right, and then I

will gladly tell you all about it."

I then gave him the address under which I had written to him.

He took down a large book where he had arranged the names

alphabetically, and said "That is all right; what do you want to

know?"

C. " What advantage is it, of buying of you rather than the

lottery men direct?"

A. " With us, we pledge that every 10 tickets will draw a prize;
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if not, we forfeit $10. We call them bonds, not tickets. We sell

you a bond or ticket in any one of the schemes you like."

('. Are these tickets you sell good in either of the lotteries ?

A. No, only in the ones in which you buy.

He then got a circular, and opening it to the Kentucky Com

bination, informed me the best chance was in this, as there were

more prizes.

I then asked again for the difference between the tickets and

what he had to sell ?

Then came the answer which was the very pith and essence of

the whole fraud, lie said, ".lust here; we'll sell you ten tickets and

guarantee you to draw a prize, under forfeit of $10. Our lowest

prize is 50c. It is the same as a lottery, only we base our schemes

on the drawing of the other lotteries. If we guarantee an

amount to any person, and ho has ten tickets, he is sure to draw

at least 50c, and if he draws 50c, that lets us out, and we can

of course afford to do it."

It will be seen here that this man is to get the price of ten

tickets out of his customer, and then he guarantees that they shall

draw a prize; and observo the coolness of this fellow, when he

hays " If he draws 50c that lets us out."

In order to further test this matter, and see the character of the

business, I asked for a ticket, and received this remarkahle reply

from the Secretary and Treasurer of this celebrated " Banking

Company." " We never deliver tickets till the day of drawing.

It would not l»o safe, if we did. Wo would bo* at tho mcrcv of

thc-o men. They would manipulate the drawings in such a way

a* to beat us, or hurt us."

And this, reader, is tho rcmarkablo "National Banking Com

pany of the City of New York," with a little dirty room in a build

ing where I have discovered many schemes of a similar character.

Allen, by his advertisement and lying circular, made people

believe tliat there was indeed a "National 1Janking Coiii|iauy"

located at this place, doing a Im.-inc-s under the National Hank laws

of the country. This is tho man who has recently presumed to

denounce tho Postmaster-General for stopping tho mail of this
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fraudulent banking concern, and this man still awaits trial in the

United States Court for the offence for which he was then

arrested.

I do not know one of the men that I have referred to thus far

in this book, for whom I have more thorough contempt than for

this man. Pretending to be incorporated, he engages in schemes

that are in themselves a violation of the laws of the State and of

the United States, in order that he may transfer money from the

pockets of other people into his own. And what return does he

make ? "A guarantee that if they will 6end him $10, they shall

draw a prize of 50 cents," and if they draw a prize of 50 cents,

" Don't you see, that lets me out." And if my readers have

6een the card which he has published against the Postmaster-

General, let them read it, and then see if this man has not added

another title, that of blackguard, to those others already earned

in his nefarious business.

THE NEW YOKE. INDUSTRIAL COMPANY.

We have already referred to the New York Industrial Com

pany, a robbery scheme as audacious and magnificent in character

as any ever launched in this city.

The projectors of this company started their plan full-grown,

chartered by the State Legislature, equipped with a Board of

Directors, which included sundry Generals and Honorables, and

in possession of a plot of land valued at over two millions of

dollars.

The Company issued one million bonds, of the par value of

$20. These were " divided into 10,000 Series of 100 Bonds

each ; at the Bond drawing so many Series Numbers are drawn—

each one represents 100 Bonds ; at the Premium Drawing each

Bond is represented by the Series and Bond Numbers, and can

not draw less than $21, and as high as $100,000." Surely an

excellent investment for Mr. Plethoric-Pocketbook Greenhorn I

There may seem to be a sameness in these schemes, and the

reader may tire of such lengthy quotations. But they are neces

sary. Thousands in the country are totally ignorant of these

devices of the sharper.
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The " Prospectus" informs us that :

The Legislature of the State of Now York granted, In 1870, a charter incor

porating tlio Industrial Exhibition Company of New York.

Tli* Company was organized on the 12th day of May, 1*70, and 22} acres of

land, situated in the heart of the City of Now York, were purchased.

DIACRAM OF LAND PURCHASED.

II-.' 1 Sir. <-t.
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hi

~ 5

y.
- -

m

c

1

 

~l

The Object of the Company

Is 1 1 put up a building of tb« following

description on this plot ; ground having

been already broken for this purpose.

The building Is to be quadrangular, with

an Interior court of 11 acres, covered by a

glass roof.

The building will be two hundred feet

wide, completely surrounding the ground,

tliuH firing a length of S,W)0 feet, ami a witlth

of att) feet, making a total of Tflo.OOO square

feet for each floor. There are to be s-vrn

floors above the basement, giving a total of

d.WO.OOO square feet.

Tho basements open out on the streets and

avenues, and give additional mom irqually

available as that mentioned) of IfcH'tt) square

feet, which, added to the quantity contained

In the other floors, make tt,S3H,000 square feet.

Independent of the court.

Will Street.

SinvL

Klrrel.

Tola land, which the Company contracted for in 1"70, at the price of $1,700,.

000, haa been and is steadily increasing in value. Governor Dix appointed a

oommittrc in 1x72, to appraise this land, and their report Was that the land,

was worth then $2,400,000.
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In •ib'/rt, ibe \m\i\zr 'it an Indostrial Exhibit ioc Bocd does not risk his prin

cipal—but be xixyrolaK?* with a portion of hij interest, and by so doing he

may draw a jmtni'im varying from $21 to$l'X'.'»>.

Tliw If/an i* «fccrir<:<l by a mortirage on all the property of the Industrial Ex

hibition Company—a tra/rt of land sitnated in the heart of the City of Xew

York, compruiing alK;tit 'll\ acrtrs, the franchises, personal property, and all lie

f.'imipanp hat or nuiy become potnettcd of until the bonds are all redeemed, at

whi'h time, the trn-.t flu«:d terminates.

Tlw^e InmkU have no coupon*, anil there is no interest payable until the

buii'lN are redeemed. A certain nomber of the one million bonds are redeemed

quarterly.

The (.'ity of New York is aathorized to loan $2,750,000 to the Company as

soon m tlibt liuililing is erected.

HOW TO OPERATE SUCCESSFULLY.

Buy (is many chances (Whole Bonds or Fractions) as you can buy now, and

keep buying. The more you have, the greater your chances for the $100,000.

You cannot liny ii blank ax in u lottery.

Everybody can ull'urd to do this, as they are sure to get more than their
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monfy hack, and are running no greater risk than tlio delay of their bonds

drawing. These drawings arc never postponed.

And after more of such glowing castle-building, with the

usual flattering press notices and the charter in full, the fonnida-

alile circular concludes as follows :

The New York Industrial Compaaj.
intitk* LrfkUtMrt *rik« Mat« *f Stw twk.

■Mntwr* x & ton., ▼ t. sun TnAinvnn o. tsixnar,

,«*. n»iw.irtOnwf»fti.»it.w>f«T.»fc s»«T«tn

TWitmftifii| oaVlafsrUI awfostofM to gala tarfrr sauna kyrLftscc wiibnul d» rhi of tataf year mm;

aTfmwi tart?, f a—rj Hvh «I omch vita, pciaa**, a nun itut stake* yoa indrpraJrM. Ai IW wont, yoar aaasiry

*•* a av-> « aasaJl birtiiM lata toacSWw Iks* ; Ittli la law risk ONLY IbM all wm taka "ho l*>nl laeir hoarr la Urns ftKarl-

tfcaa TV i* «^w»r • Psaim ■ 6>**a («r tftj fan ; mm fear a* ■»« jnri lnn rtpifcil Lm; Bond aofcl U rrfwnniad la

fr#7lw*»| matilOrtVaV asd aM* SSaWaSS What* M aMaSa sf « M«Aa«liMa> IBtsrrcil SCf* Ever* aWa*n a) 4fS««a«4l*>

For the year

1877.(i

January ** l.OOO

March ftth l.OOO

AprU Sd 4,000

4th 4.000

Id l.OOO

September id l.OOO

October l»t 4,000

December 11 4.000

an drawn from the balance remaining 011 hand.

" redeemed.

*' drawn from the balance remaining an hand.

" redeemed.

•* drawn from the balance remaining on hand

•* redeemed.

" drawn from the balance remaining on band.

11 redeemed.

lO.OOO " aunotmtliur to #400.000 Principal nad

!at>r»ei, an now redeemed yearly. The namber of bond* and amoont of prinritail and latere*! will

r*»!*«My lacnaaa anui the last year, whan 45,000 Bonda, amounting to (U.xasoou, will bete-

|7*AI! BW5, hnnirdi tofora flio nratdm.

leSovtnc •nan 1* lali^J suit* Comae/ :

at m* ■■>

4*U-Sr r 1100000 M*r>oo,ono

20 80.000 1,600.000

10 70.000 700,000

20 eo.000 1 .200,000

us 50,000 1.400,000

24 35.O0O 846.000

30 30.OOO 600.000

io 25.000 250.000

57 10,000 670,000

10 8.000 80000

IO 6.0OO 60.OO0

167 5.000 835,000

HO 4,000 32O.0O0

137 3,000 41 l.OOO

ao aaoo 225,000

HO
**

2,000 120,000

20 1.500 30,000

III 1,000 145.000

■a eflim

1880 u&m-'x

2680 "

7847 -

6020 "

201000 "

148000 "
6NOOO M

68000

68000

68000

144000 "

48000 "

18300 "

1500

200

100

SO

40

30

32

30

2S

25

23

22

21

1640,000

588.000

784.700

451,000

8.040.000

5.328,000

3,130.000

2,840.000

2,844.000

2,450,000

3312.000

1.056.0O0

384.300

874000"KSrr£S Isaaaaotooo

26000"-ICSSSi—•: 1,650.000

100OOO0' 48.0OO.000

—-x»nxojn of bonds.-

Whole Bonds, 18. Half Bonds, 18.75. QuarterBonds. $5.

ALLCN, EDWARDS * FORDHAM, Banker* 79 NilMU StrMt,

•*. O. Bo* 109O. NEW YORK.

10
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Now, just imagine it—all this tremendous scheme emanated

from an obscure, dingy and dirty little office; a business of

$48,000,000 in a closet 1 And try to conjure up the likeness of a

man foolish enough to send his twenty dollars to these frauds.

Yet men did send. No scheme was ever yet 60 barefaced but

that some one would bite at it.

Accompanying this document was a letter from the bankers

who controlled the finances. Here it is, in most villainous

English too :

New York, August 15th, 187G.

Dear Sir—Enclosed find Prospectus of the NewYork Industrial Company now

four years since it obtained its charter and commenced business in this city

during which every drawing to elect a certain number of bonds has publicly

taken place at the appointed time and all bonds so elected to be redeemed

have been as promptly. The Industrial Company's mode of business being

comparitivcly unknown to the majority of the citizens of the United States,

hence in introducing this plan of investment we propose to give this time a

double chance to a limited number in order if possible to distribute a few

elected bonds among them. For $20 we will give you our certificate! covering

a package of 20 Bonds in the election of Oct. 3d, (4000 bonds to be drawn) if

one or more of the bonds are elected, we will deduct $19 on each and hand

you tlie remainder of the sum they shall bo entitled to receive. If you do not

draw a sum equal twice your investment then we will give you a whole bond

free which is sure to draw you back $21 and as likely a much larger sum up to

$100,000 and participates iu every subsequent election until drawn. For $10

we will give you our certificate covering 12 bonds and in like manner as

above if they do not draw you twice your money back in the next drawing

then for $9 more we will give you a whole bond which is a certainty in being

redeemed in the sum of $21 and upwards as per plan on first page of prospec

tus in this way you have both a sure and a speculative chance. It will be

useless to make us a proposition for a more liberator extended offer than this.

We can't afford to carry bonds enough to make this offer to every body and

those who pass it, will not have such a chance again.

Yours Respectfully,

A i.li'.n , Edwards & Fordham, Bankers,

79 Nassau Street. New York.

THE NASSAU BANKING COMPANY.

In place of the National Banking Co. we now find the above

at 79 Nassau street. The Postmaster-General had officially

treated the National Banking Co. as a fraud ; and as Allen was

the father of it, he refused to allow either one to use the Money



BANKING HOUSES. 227

Order, or Registered Letter Departments of the Postal service to

defraud the people. Hence change of name, and base.

Latterly, there has started up this new concern. It is well to

look before yon leap. We find gratuitously distributed " The

Investors' Guide," which advertises

THE NASSAU BANKINQ COMPANY.

A glance at the list of officers, will elicit an inquiry, as to

whether these officers are the graduates of either the Industrial

Bond or National Banking Companies. The names look alike,

surely. The handle to Mr. Allen's is a little different. Instead

of " II. D. P." it is contracted and mysteriously changed to " N.

W." What "N. W." stands for would be difficult to tell. I

imagine, however, it might mean No Worth. Certain am L tnat

any business he has any connection with, would be no worth to

me as an investment The Investors' Guide, from which we

quote, says, " publication office, 113 Nassau street, N. Y."

We purpose to deal with the Guide, and later on will pay our

personal respects to the publishers, and the " Board of Managers

for is *0/>

The Guide is published in the interest of the Nassau Banking

Co. and is to be sent "free to all who desire it" In the first

column, page one, appears an article,

nxAKCiAL nr.virw or thk stock markkt for thr past moioh.

The Stock Exchange was the centre of great intercut. Oovemmctit »cru-

ritiea were very firmly held. • • • • Railroad bonds pushed np very

sharply. • • • • The active speculative storks made a large advance

with a alight reaction before the clone of the month. • • • The actual

situation of stocks waa faromble for high price* ; the railroad earning* were

maintained at remarkably high figure* ; the freight rates were very firmly

held oa the trunk lines.

Then followed a report of transactions of the Stock Exchange

and a " glance at the course of business affairs in grncraL" Wo

th«-n come to the meat of tho affair. First is an article on " „lrv

zi/wi" purporting to bo copied from tho " Virginia Chronicle " of

June 22, saying:

Ex-Mayor John 8. Young returned this morning from a trip toUuaymaa,
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Sonora, and thenco through northern Mexico and Arizona. » • • On his

return trip Mr. Young passed through Tucson and Tombstone and made some

examinations of the mining prospects of Arizona. Both these towns are fall

of life and activity. The Tombstone district is very rich in minerals, and

there is plenty of good silver ore oh the surface. • » • * • The main

street of Tombstone swarms with Comstockers, and Mr. Young says, he could

almost imagine himself on C. street.

Then follows a reference to the richness of all this district in

mineral wealth, especial mention being made that

There are plenty of good mines in the district, the Bough Nut, Grand

Central and Contention being the best developed, and eastern capitalists

are very ready to take hold of claims that show good prospects. * * * *

And Mr. Young believes Arizona will prove the great silver producing region

of the world.

Then in Italics follows :

The Clarendon mine and the otlier lodes of the Clarendon Co. lay notfarfrom the

above, and arefully as rich so far as developed.

Then in heavy type it says :

Investors in the stock of this Company run no risk. Shares are guaranteed

to be always worth par, and redeemed on demand. Stock dividends payable

in cash. Shares of stock are §100 each. Scrip is issued for any sum less

than §100. Scrip is entitled to the same dividend on each dollar as stock,

payable in scrip and redeemable in cash in amounts of $100, or exchange

able for stock.

ORDERS EXECUTED ACCORDING TO INSTRUCTIONS.

We are supplied with a gold and stock telegraph indicator and a wire

running direct to the Exchange, giving us such facilities as are necessary

in immediately exocuting orders without delay.

"Which "exchange?" Stock, Mining, Produce, Cotton, or

Coal? "Exchange" is a good word, but, as used here, is cele

brated for its indefiniteness. It is designed to be a taking word.

Then appears a remarkable bait. Not only remarkable as such,

but, viewed in the light of what follows in this Banking Com

pany's efforts to sell stock, is more astonishing still.

This Company paid $G1 on each share of their stocks (sold) on the 10th inst. (July).

Scrip Usucdfor such amount as investors may desire.

I would make a remark here, if what follows did not over-lap
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the above. Perhaps, I should anyway, as it will help tho reader

to see more clearly the absurdity of stock that is earning $61 per

share per month, going beting ; necessary for the celebrated (?)

Nassau Banking Co. whose office is within three blocks of the

great money power of Wall street, to issue a circular and send

out gratuitously to parties whose names and Post office addresses

this concern can secure, in order thereby, to sell their stock,

which pays $61 per month; and further that they are

obliged to divide these $100 shares up into scrip in order to

secure purchasers ! Absurd I preposterous 1 Why, there are men

enough within three blocks of this office, standing ready to buy

all stock that will guarantee 10 per cent, profit per year, if placed

in single file to reach from Battery to Central Park.

The next page of the "Guide" is a "stunner." It over-caps

all that has thus far appeared, and we reproduce it intact. [See

page 2 of Circular on page 230.]

I have given exact quotations from tlm first, and the entiro

second page of this circular. Now, reader, which stock is of

fered for sale ? The Clarendon Mine, or The Nassau Banking

Co.! Leaving you to solve this puzzle, we pass on to consider

other details of this circular. Do not bo carried entirely away

by annual profit of $450 5-100 on every share of (,#100) stock

sold.

This circular is rich reading. It is very funny at times and

excites mirth, when one understands its hidden meaning. They

are very anxious not to Ihj troubled, and on page threo they say :

SOUP HOLDERS.

To those that shall decide to invfit in scrip instead of stork in tho com*

pstiT, Irt us try and tii:ilo it so plain that no ono will writo us inking "full

infurtnatioa by letters."

In other words—or tho hidden doign is —Do not f •rco us to

commit ourselves by writing a letter, where our handwriting may

appear against us. "Wo desire to conduct this scheme on tho

basis of our printed circular which we send gratuitously, and not

be obliged to writo letters about our schemes, us tint h extra

hazardous—rendering us liable to bo caught.
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[Specimen of Adv. appearing in The Investors' Guide.]

THE NASSAU BANKINGCOMPANY

WILL ISSUE TO INVESTORS IN LOTS TO SUIT,

BALANCE OF 10,000 SHARES

THE CAPITAL STOCK OF THIS COMPANY

AT PAR $100 EACH SHARE,

REDEEMABLE AT FAR ON DEMAND.

TOR SAFETY, SECURITY AND PROFIT THIS

STOCK IS SELDOM EVER EQUALLED.

March, Dividend -was $56 per Share.

June " $61

Or Compounded $140.59 for Six Months per Share, equal

$456.05 CLEAR per Share per Year.

But with a more favorable market very much more may be expected.

The object in offering this Stock is to combine Capital in the Pur

chase and Sale of Railroad and Mining Stocks and Bonds in the daily

market.

The Profits accruing from such transactions are mutually divided

PRO RATA among the Stockholders quarterly or oftoner.

In this way there is a very favorable chance for large profits and

no chance to LOSE, the Company agreeing to redeem always at par

their Stock on demand.

HEREAFTER EVERYBODY CAN INVEST

8UCH SUMS A8 WILL SUIT THEIR CONVENIENCE.

Having had to answer numerous enquiries as to whether we would or would not

accept less amounts than $100 (the price of each Share ot Stock), and returning small

Sums sent us without consultation until we are tired of it, will hereafter to accommodate

all, issue " Scrip " for any sum less than $100, said Scrip entitled to a share of all div

idends hereafter declared, PRO RATA payable in Scrip, and redeemable in amounts

of $100 in Cash, or exchangeable for Stock, at the holders' option. Dividends remain

ing in our hands for reinvestment not equalling $100 will be paid in Scrip on the above

conditions, thereby avoiding the keeping of open accounts, a saving of much time and

labor to us, and giving we trust greater satisfaction to our patrons.

Board, ox" Managors for XQGO.

J. VANCE. W. H. CHEEVER. N. W. ALLEN.
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They then say :

This company will issue what we denominate as scrip (being a receipt for

•in h amount of money as may bo sent to us under $1ihji, though wo would not

advise those having a less sum than $10 to send it; even $£> we think small

enough.

It will be remembered that Allen, in his former scheme, agreed,

if they would send $10 for tickets or bonds, to guarantee that

they should surely draw a prize—"you see our smallest prize is

50 cents," and " don't you see that lets us out VT Again, he says i

We are doubling money on the average about every four months in a very

doll market.

That this is true, I have no doubt. If they had said that they

were making a personal profit to themselves of one thousand

times as much as the amount of their capital invested, I should

k-lievo tliem. Note what they say, "tee are doubling money.**1

Certainly, tliat is true, or they would get up koiiic other scheme.

Tlien conies more "bait" for the simple ones.

On this basis flO will make $100 in thirteen months; $£'» would make

$|ou In eight months; $50 would mako $1iK) in four months; and until mom

kart $100 in trrip fom cannot m-kange it for ttock or hart it auhed. In a very

active market money may be doubled monthly, or nearly so. Wo make this

offer because we do not wish a large business iu small investments, whore tho

trouble is greater than the profit, because wo have reduced this down fine;

guaranteeing every one against loss and dividing the profit, leaves nothing for

the promoters of this company but a fair salary and expenses, the stockholder*

really being the owners, and in another year will have it in their power to

control the entire business. Scrip holders have no voice in tho inaii.i^i mi'nt;

bat in every other way scrip has equal advantages and is Just as iirotllablo as

All this, to induce large investments of $100 and upwards.

On one line ho says, "until you have $100 in scrip you cannot

exchange it for stock or have it cashed," and ends by saying,

" Scrip holders have no voice in the management ; but in every

other way scrip has equal advantages, and is just as profitahle as

stock." The idea is to tccure $100from ewh victim.

Tliat both these stocks are of equal value there is no doubt,

and I think all will agree, neither possesses value of tho paper

this Guide is printed upon.

The fraud at times is very condescending. Tliia trait is illuav
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trated by their offering to supply their customers with other

stocks, than this one that pays $456 5-100 per share annually.

They say :

While -we advocate the purchasing of our stock for safety as -well as profit,

wc will fill individual orders for the purchase and sale of any stocks, either

wholly for cash on their account or on margin.

Then follows a list of about 50 stocks after the following form.

PRICES OF STOCKS FOB THE YF.AK 1879.

NAME OF STOCK. LOWEST. HIGHEST.

DATE. DATE.

American Dist.Telegraph Jan. 8. 23 Nov. 17. 701

Atlantic & Pacific Tel. Jan. 4 29 Nov. 17. i'-i

Alton & Torre Haute Jan. 21. 2i Nov. 12. -■!}

They then do an example in imaginative arithmetic, by taking

a few of the stocks referred to and calculating the profits that

might have been made, provided they had purchased at the bot

tom figure, and closed out at the highest.

Any school boy, who could not read a " dime novel " and day

dream out a larger and better fortune than they have, without

less effort, ought to be thrashed, and made to do sums in simple

.addition. There is no more argument in what they show, than

though they should go to a bank, and watch the cashier or paying

teller pay out the funds of the bank, and then say, "to show what

might have been made," if we had all the cash that was ever paid

out by that cashier or teller. It is to be presumed that " The

Board of Managers for 1880," spent many sleepless nights work

ing out the following knotty problem, where they say :

EXAMPLES.

To show what might have been made in the past year, let us suppose we

had bought the following stocks and sold them at current prices :

Dr. To Purchaser.

Apr.9. Bought 500 shares C. C.&I. C, at 5 $2,500 00

" 9. '* 500 " O.&M. atl2 6,000 00
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Or. lig Sale.

Not. 13. Sold 500 shares C. C. &. I. C, at 22 |11,0<>0 00

'• 13. " 500 " O.otM. Bt30 i;,,0U0 00

• ••••••

After this form they figured up $116,462.50 profits. This is

taking and dazzling to the simple minded and ignorant.

Another page is devoted to this Banking Co. and then closes

with directions how to Bend money. They say " Postal orders

not accepted, too much time is required to collect them."

Address all communications,

Nassau Hanking Co., 79 Nassau st., N. Y.

Don't vou do it, reader; it will not pay. Two tilings mark

well.

First. X< r- r Mend money to any person icho is afraid of

twiii y t'fifcr* and r< yutered letttrs.

Second. Always in sending money, send by money order or

r*yi*t<red httt r.

Why i Because they cannot get either a money order or regis

tered letter, till they are fully identified ; and if frauds, very

often they will not run the ri-k of being known, but will forfeit

those orders and letters, rather than come to the front to receive

them.

We have thus taken up but four of the eight pages of this cir

cular. The pages are about 12 by 16 inches. Tho balauco is

devoted to the

Clasfxpox Mill & Mimno Compact,

of

AlilZONA.

Capitol f-.'.OOO.OOO.

Ditided into 200,0<lo nlmuui of $10 |>.t kIuiit, full paid and forever nnaa-

IM 'IMll I *\v.

Then follows a history of tho first discovery of gold and silver

in Nevada, and a description of tho location of tho Company's

mills, mines, etc. ; then tho Coiiqany's plan of ojicratioti, which

concludes as follows :

To supply the mean* to carry on tbo ubovo work, tbo Company ofTrra
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30,000 shares of stock, par value of $10 per share, full paid and unassessable,

at the low rate of $1.50 per share, the Company reserving the right to advance

the price at any time.

Then in italics :

OUR SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

are to issue stock iu such amounts as -will accommodate all who apply. * * *

The average assays of ores taken from our mines is $200 per ton bar silver

with a percentage ofgold. A 10 stamp mill will crush of this ore, per year of

300 working days, 4,.r>00 tons; taking, it will yield one-half the assays in

milling, $100 per ton will give us $450,000; deduct $20 per ton for expenses of

mining and milling, $90,000, will net the Company per annum $360,000.

All for $1.50 per share ! but read on :

From the foregoing it will be seen that from the completion of the first 10

stamp mill the Company will be able to p:iy 15 per cent, dividend on its

whole capital stock of $2,000,000. There would still be surplus of $00,000 for

the erection of more stamp mills aud the opening of the remaining seven

mines of the Company ; 70,000 shares of stock would still remain and be

owned hy the Company, which could be sold for raising more capital if

required, or could he distributed among the shareholders as a stock dividend.

They then become very considerate again, and say :

We will not dwell or enlarge upon these figures. We leave the investor to

use his own judgment in the matter, but ask him carefully to examine the

foregoing statements.

They then seek to warp the judgment of their correspondent,

as follows :

VW P. S.—Remember that the best stock iu the market to-day could have

been bought at the right time at the price we are asking now for this.

BEAR IN MIND

That 70,000 shares of this stock has been retained in the Treasury for the benefit of

stockholders, so that each purchaser of TWO shares is entitled to the benefit of one

and seven one thousandths more, which reduces the price below $1 per share at the

present time.

All for $1.50 per share ! Again they add :

We particularly call attention to this, as it is, or will produce an additional

35 per cent, profit to the investment in the Company's mines.

61 + 35 = 96 per cent, profit, or $96 on every $100, on the

shares of stock that cost $1.50 per share.
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Again they say :

Large operations more Blow, but now is your time to got in if yon ever

with to on a bed rock foundation, before the mines are any further devel

oped. • •»••••••

Address all orders for this stock to

Nassau Banking Co.,

Financial Agents, 79 Nassau st., N. Y.

I have endeavored to point out some of tlio absurdities, and

at the same time show some of the improbabilities of a fortune

being made to every person sending $100 or $10 to the above.

What becomes of the other 100,000 shares? They sell

30,000 shares at $1.50 each, distribute 70,000 more among the

owners of these 30,000, declare a dividend of 15 per cent, on the

entire $2,000,000 capital, besides paying for everything, and yet

have not touched but one half of the total number of shares. In

other words, 30,000 shares sold at $1.50 per share brings them

$45,000 ; and this buys and pays for the mine, mills, expenses

of entire year, and enables them to give away $700,000 of stock,

declare a dividend of 15 per cent, on the entire capital of $2,-

000,000, and leaves a surplus of $60,000 to buy new mills, etc.,

and all for $1.50per share.

Tli is is no fraud ! O no 1 This is The Nassau Banking Co., of

79 Nassau street, New York, agent for the Clarendon Mining

Co. of Arizona.

They have but two stocks to sell, one is " $100 per share, and

pays an annual profit of $456.5-1 00," and the other I have just

described, valued at $10—but to induce pureliascrs, will be sold

at $1.50 per share.

ON PERSONAL INVESTIGATION

At the office of this Banking Co. (?) I find the same little dirty

office, and the same occupant as in the case of Tlie National

Banking Co. I believe them one and the same. What say you i

reader.

Later, Scptetnlwr 22, 1880, I personally visited 79 Nassau

street. I found the sign of " Nassau Banking Co." on the door

of the room already described—and the door locked. The janitor
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informs me the Banking Co., or Mr. H. D. P. N. "W. Allen, has

moved. On looking in the office, I found it empty. On consulting

the papers, in a complaint just received, I find that the Investors'

Guide for September, says, that they have moved nearer the

centre of the money mart, and hereafter are to be located at 35

and 37 Broad street. On visiting that place, I found, alter a long

search, up on the fourth floor, in a little room, the office parapher

nalia of this rich bonanza that pays $456.5-100 on one stock, and

96 per cent, per annum on the other. Allen has just stepped

out. One of the parties who is to occupy the office with him,

appears and looks in at a rear office, and hurries out. I ask him

for the firm. He replies he does not know them. I ask

for Cheever and Vance, and he says they will be in in the

morning. I then look at the rich and costly furniture of this

great banking house, while waiting for Mr. Allen, and make an

exact inventory of the same. I found one pine table covered

with oilcloth, a small desk, five cheap chairs to correspond, twelve

envelope boxes, three boxes such as newspaper penny wrappers

come in, and a bundle of old rusty books. Carpenters were erecting

a pine partition, similar to the one in the former office, to exclude

the public. The result of the presentation of the facts to the

Postmaster-General, has been to prohibit the use of the Regis

tered letter and Money order department by this company, by

the sending back of all such letters and orders to the senders

thereof, marked " Fraudulent." The public must now pass

judgment for themselves. I certify to the above facts in the

hope that I may save honest, simple-minded ones from being

defrauded and swindled.

One thing I did not find in either office, a " stock telegraph

indicator connecting their office with the Exchange " or any

other place. No such thing appears.
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE LOTTEKY PARASITE.

This insignificant creature lives upon the Lottery. While he

does not rise to the dignity of a lottery, he sinks below the

level of the ordinary fraud. He pretends, that ho is a lottery

—legally, a gambling scheme—controls certain interests, or has

especial advantages, over all others, to offer to the purchasers

of lottery tickets.

" Only buy of me, and you will be sure to draw a prize, or

I will guarantee to send you another package of tickets in tho

next drawings free." This is tho inducement offered by most

of these men. What a condescension! what liberality! what

disinterestedness ! is manifested. And yet, reader, this would-

havc-you-bclieve-me philanthropist (parasite), can well afford to

send you another package of tickets. You send him $10, nnd

in return, ho 6cnds you ten pieces of paper, that, including the

price of printing, mailing, etc., probably costs him, not far from

5 cents. He is to send you another 5 cents worth of theso pink

papers, if you do not draw a prize. You assuredly will not

draw a prize, and if ho does as he agrees to, which is decidedly

donbtful, all you will have to show for your $10, will 1h> SJO

pieces of paper about 2|.\4 inches, wliile the parasite lias a clean

profit of $0.90.

J. M. Pattec's schemes were many of them conducted in this

manner. But as we have classed him more particularly as bogus

lotteries, or commonly and vulgarly speaking "skin-lotteries"'

(where ho fleeces tho purchaser out of every cent \ we Mull il

lustrate this class, by one of Pattec's former clerks, who, in ls77,

was arrested as Henry Carson, alias Emery & Co., for violating

petal laws, by tho Cheyenne and Wyoming lottery swindles.

He was convicted, and his lino was paid in tho United States

Courts in 1^77. Since then he has I teen obliged to operate under

his own name, and more lecently as
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E. K. CAKE <fe CO.,

31 Park row, and Nones & Co., 142 Fulton street, New York.

A few of his schemes will illustrate how many of this kind may

follow, first one and then another, by the same parties, and con

tinue right on, notwithstanding repeated arrests. There are at

this writing not less than four or five complaints and indictments

in the courts against this one man, upon which he is held in

bail for trial, and yet he continues on. There is some potent

power that these men possess, that enables them to defy the laws

and continue their robbery of the public.

Another thing, equally surprising to one not posted, is the

fact, that circulars of these different schemes are sent to the same

parties, and the same persons will be swindled again and again,

by the same firm ; and yet, they are not aware of being swindled.

IIow is it ? I repeat, the purchaser of one of these packages of

tickets, is seldom or never aware of being swindled. He draws

nothing, of course not, there is nothing to draw. It is like a

poultice, the drawing is all on one 6ide. The victim reasons, "my

luck is bad," "luck is against me," or "just my luck, I never draw

a prize." And instead of perceiving that he has been victimized

by a rank swindle, he reasons as does the gambler, and thinks it

is his bad luck. And so, he will reinvest in the next scheme the

parasite sends, reasoning to himself, that his " luck must turn."

This very thing is the fraud's protection. The gambling spirit

of the investor blinds his eyes, and he becomes a victim to the

allurements of the printed circular.

And these circulars, with their flattering inducements and false

promises, awaken in the mind of the young especially, that lust

for gain, that latent disposition or tendency to speculation—that

getting something for nothing—that securing wealth and riches

without labor, that which leads them on, from the healthy in

dustries of life, toward the gambler's restless, feverish condition

of mind that ignores honest toil and business. As nature abhors

a vacuum, so the gambler abhors work.

Again, the evil of these crimes is manifold. The victim in

vests all his savings. He loses and becomes desperate. He
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thinks, I must get my money back at least. I cannot lose that,

and so lie continues to use his limited income, draws on his

savings, borrows or steals to reinvest in the same or in a similar

scheme, only to continue to be robbed. And this often preys

upon the mind of the loser, until ho commits some desperate

deed, tliat brings him within the meshes of the law, and leads him

to his ruin or suicide.

Query. Is it not better in every way, and healthier for the

community, that the laws of the land be enforced against these

criminals, and their devices legally suppressed, rather tlian they

be allowed to continue their schemes of robbery ?

Who is responsible to-day for the existence and perpetuity of

these schemes ?

First, the people who patronize them.

Second, the people who know of these evils and wink at them,

but do nothing toward enforcing these laws.

Third, the prosecuting officers in New York City, who allow

indictments to remain untried for months against these men,

while they continue openly to advertise and defy tho laws.

But, some one asks, why does not some one go to these officers

and ask to have these men tried ? I reply, I have repeatedly

arrested these men, and have piled up indictment after indictment,

and complaint after complaint against them in tho courts, and

thfrc im no excune. These laws ought to be rigidly enforced.

The party that fosters and screens these scoundrels must tako tho

roponsihility before tho public. To perpetuate and shield such

devices, designed to deceive and rob tho people, is a high crime

again«t the people and a misdemeanor under tho law.

Philanthropists, honest men, taxpayers, law and order men, to

the front ! Let our laws bo properly enforced, and not allow the

courts of justice to be turned into a stench in tho nostrils of the

people.

How are these schemes executed t Thero are many tiny crea

tures that exist and thrive upon tho covering nature provides the

brute creation. They are wanned, fed, and housed in tho fleece

of the sheep, the fur of the beaver, tho skin of the lion, and the
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feathers of the fowl. The existence of these larger animals is

essential to their comfort and life.

So the lottery, that has some pretence—and it is hut a pretence

—to honesty, or show of fair dealing, is absolutely the basis of

this fraud. I speak, in what I have said, of tliis whole class and

in general terms, nothing being designed in any way as personal.

I shall, however, illustrate how this kind of fraud is operated by

taking the case of Carr, as already referred to.

This fraud is one of the kind that hides away in most secret

places and travels in most guarded manner. It is not advertised

openly in newspapers. No ! that would not do, as it would bring

the lottery men down on him with a vengeance. They thor

oughly condemn these schemes, and despise those who operate

them.

These parties send circulars, under cover of sealed envelopes,

to names and addresses they manage to secure. This was their

plan of opening communication and advertising their scheme to

defraud, or to obtain money by means of the false pretences in

their circular.

It has no doubt been observed in this book, that the Fraud

always lays claim to honesty, position, and respectability. lie

sails under false colors, and decks himself with borrowed

plumage.

"E. N. CABR & CO., BANKERS,"

is the style of this man's concern. This is all borrowed, except

the E. N. Carr. If he is to be believed, there was no " Co.," as

he admitted, when I arrested him the third time, that there was

no one in the concern but himself. As to " Bankers," that is too

ridiculous ! I have legally raided his office several times, and I

never found anything but the circulars and paraphernalia of such

schemes as the Wyoming and Cheyenne bogus lotteries, or those

similar to these I am about to describe.

The Office of these " Bankers " was in a little, dirty,

grim room, in the rear of, and up two or three nights of

stairs, at 31 Park row, New York, which was furnished

with a rickety table, a few dilapidated chairs, where the
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"Bank's" president, secretary, cashier, paying teller, receiving

teller, messenger, errand boy, etc., were all united in Carr and

his sun ; and the only business transacted in this " Banking

Douse" was the addressing, by Carr's son, of from 100 to 1,000

envelopes per day, with the names they there had.

They did not dare to keep their circulars of their schemes in

this office, and so it is presumed they simply addressed their

envelo])cs and answered their correspondence there. And I call

particular attention to the fact that, at the time of each of the two

last arrests, we found the office in charge of the son alone, and the

door locked, to keep out the public.

Imagine a "Banking" house or any mercantile business con

ducted on tho same basis — the door locked to exclude the

public !

As the parasite lives on the larger and more respectable appear

ing beast, so this fraud exists on the plan of the Uavana and other

Lotteries. Tho circular is cunningly worded, and well calculated

to deceive.

First, they set out the substance of a Ilavana lottery circular;

they, in fact, copy almost verbatim the circulars which this foreign

gambling scheme issues. In this circular is printed a list and

description of prizes, a list of drawings, the price of tickets, and

a plan of the lottery. After thus appropriating the scheme of

the lottery, these " Bankers " say :

AiUrnt all onlm to E. X. Carr <r Co., 3t Park Bow, JVn» Tork Cit).

We will M>ml a parlu^o of 10 tirkcts fur $10. Tills is tho beet way to por

ta secure a good prize. Simiijc Tickkts, $i kach.

In the first two paragraphs quoted below appears wlutt may

almost 1)0 called tho stereotyped arguments of the lottery and

fraud. Wo print from his circular as follows :

Probably you have invested In other lotteries and have been unsuccessful,

and we want a fair trial to see if we cannot succeed in selling a handsome

■rise to you ; try it, and trust to our selection of a ticket for you 1

There is a tide in the affairs of men, which, taken at the flood, leads on to

fcrtanr; ami it may be your furtuue to secure a prise In a lottery ticket or a

p* Wage fnun the firm of K. N. Carr A. Co. which may prove successful ami

five you competency for life for only a small outlay.

16
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E. N. CAUK & CO., BANKERS,

is ttao oldest firm in the United States, having heen established since 1837 in

tbo principal cities:—New Orleans, Washington, Baltimore, Wilmiugtou, and

New York City, and have sold and cashed more prizes than any other estab

lishment; their name and integrity is a sufficient guaranty for the fulGl-

ment of what they say or do in giving entire satisfaction to their patrons,

and persons at a distance can rest assured to have everything done in an

honorable manner, just the same as if they were personally present, and

prizes payable on demand and without disconnt.

Being only agents, it is to our interest to sell prizes and not blanks. If wo

sold you a prize, why, you would make it known to your friends that ynu

drew a prize, aud it would encourage them to try their luck, and it would in-

croaso our husiuess in your locality, aud likewise it gives publicity to the

fact that you wcro successful.

Address all orders to E. N. Carr & Co., Bankers, 31 Park Row, New York

City.

(y Prompt in giving information and filling orders aud remitting the

official drawings, and in payment of prizes, in cash or draft.

The drawing of tho above prizes will be made in public, and conducted by

the Captain General of Havana.

These great Havana Public Drawings being conducted legally, persons at a

distance can rest assured that their interests are as well protected in their

absence as though they were present and personally superintended the

draw ing.

Official lists of the drawn numbers will be sent to each Ticket-holder

immediately after the Drawing, and Prize Tickets cashed at this Office ou

sight, and no discount. Persons purchasing Tickets or winning prizes need

not be known.

All letters come safe to hand, and orders filled punctually, and list of Draw

ings sent immediately after Drawing. Order early and secure a fortune for

life. In writing to us, do not use postal cards, as they will not be answered.

tjy Write your name plain aud your Post-office address, to avoid mistakes

and miscarriage.

Tho limited number of tickets now on hand will be furnished to those who

first apply for them.

N. B.—The great demand for tickets, owing to the low price and great

popularity of these Havana Drawings, makes it absolutely necessary lor per

sons desiring to securo Tickets to remit without delay.

Large prizes will be sent to parties winning them, by express or draft on

New York, or any Bank in the U. S.

Money may bo sent by Mail, Draft on any Bank, or by Express.

Wo will send a package of 10 tickets in the above for $10. This is the most

successful way to purchase, as it gives you ten chances of drawing tho

$200,000 for $10. Tickets only $2 each.

Address all orders to E. N. Carr &. Co., 31 Park Row, New York City.
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Iforders should come too late, we will invest to tbe best advantage in the

next drawing. Agents wanted.

In order to caution earnest, kind-hearted, and charity-loving

persons in our churches, who often fall into a fatal mistake in

church fairs and festivals by their ralfli's and games of chance,

I beg to present the following extract from this sly swindling

circular. And further, I urge it as a reason why we should not

violate the law, encourage gambling and create an appetite for it

in the young, by thus imitating the various devices of the Fraud

and gambler to obtain money for charitable purposes.

8r»Tr_ssrt'L Brsixrss.—The American people, iilxivo all other nations,

are accustomed, aa tbe expression rnns, to go in and take tbe chances. It ia

true in all departments ofAmerican life—in politics, iu society, in tbe church,

and, above all, in business. It ia either make or lose. And it exprcsHcs tbe

venturesome spirit possessed by tbe tropic that loads tlicin to run the risk.

The hope of success spurs them on, and casting aside tbe fear of failure, they

go in and take their chances.

Par-sighted, keen, and shrewd men among ns have read this characteristic

of their countrymen and resolved to profit by it, and so they have. One of

the shapes it has taken has been the establishment of various lottery schemes

—a point well understood at church festivals. Many of these have beeo

prosecuted to most successful result*.

Tho above was followed by the following certificate. An in

quiry at tho address 10S0 Fulton avenue discloses the fact tliat

no such person is known there, and never has resided there.

Indeed we could find no one who ever heard of McCluskcy.

How easy it is to deceive tho public 1 How easy to throw dust

in tho eyes of tho purchaser of lottery tickets 1 What wild

speculation is started in tho mind of lottery gamblers by such

certificates 1

1200,000 PRI/K GOLD.

The Grind Capital Prize of $i0o,no<tou ticket number 11,944 was sold In

the drawing of tbe Havana Lottery, which took place May 97th, 1-79, to

Mr. Michael McTluskey, formerly a resident of Pioebe City, Nevada, now a

resilient of Brooklyn, New York.

Brooklt*, N. Y., June 4th, 1 "70.

This is to state that I purchased a package of (10) twentieths of tickets in

U»e Koyal Havana Lottery iu the drawing of May tfth, 1-79, fur the sum of

W> from tbe Agents, E. N. Can A. Co., 31 Park Row, New York City, and
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drew tho Capital Prize, and the said firm paid me the twentieth part of

|200,000 less exchange. Michakl McCluskey,

1080 Fulton Avenue, Brooklyn, N. T.

To one who knows the history of this man, what we quoted

first, about E. N. Carr & Co. being " the oldest firm in the United

States," having been established since 1837 in the principal

cities," etc., is ridiculously absurd, and ludicrously false. Carr is

scarcely as old as that himself. But if we laugh at this base

fabrication, we are convulsed at what he says about having

"sold and cashed more prizes than any other establishment;" and

indeed the whole of that clause right on to the word " discount"

is so absurdly false that one can scarcely read it without shouting

"What a fraud!"

Carr's cashing a prize, to my mind, after a minute knowledge

of his business since 1877, is so improbable that it is classed

emphatically among the improbabilities. I have already called

attention to the fact that he was Emery & Co. in 1877, and so

arrested and convicted, and after that started E. N. Carr & Co.,

and he has always since been known to me as being in a fraudu

lent and unlawful scheme, to deceive and rob the people. He is

not an agent of tins lottery as he pretends.

But why dwell or waste words ? Carr did not even do as hi

offers to do. He did not send a package of tickets, nor a single

ticket. He got the money belonging to other people, and in

return sent a little slip of paper worth one cent minus ten mills

(1 cent - 10 mills = 0).

This is only one of many similar schemes operated by tins

Bwindler, and notwithstanding several indictments and complaints

in the courts, he keeps right on.

Another absurdity, offered as a bait to catch simpletons, is in

the form of the letter following, which sometimes accompanies

these schemes :

New York, Feb. 8th, 1879.

Dear Sir—We have enclosed you a scheme of tho Royal Havana Lottery to

be drawn Feb. 28, 1879, & we make this liberal offer to yon if you will send us

|10 we will send you a finely arranged package certificate of (10) tickets all

different numbers for 810 & you can draw 10 different prizes, if you do not

succeed in drawing a prize of $1,000 we will make you a present of a package
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of tickets in the next drawing Krco of Cost. We <lo this as we know by yon

drawing a prize of $1,000 it can do as a great deal of good in your locality by

lrt:iug it be known &. it would extend our business to have you draw one.

We are only agents &. it is more to our advantage to have you draw a prize

than a blank. We know that you have been unsuccessful, but it is not to say

that you are going to be that way all the time, as we are almost sure to sell

Ton a larjjc prize yet. Scud on the $10 &, tnistrto the 1'ickle Goddess for euc-

ceaa & it may bring you in a Competency for life which you may never regret.

Flt-aae state to us when you remit the $10 whether or not wo may use your

name as a reference in caso you draw a prize of $1,000 do whether yon will

answer all enquiries promptly concerning the same. Pont forget to auswer

this enquiry. Send Money Order or get your letter registered.

Hoping to hear from you, we remain, " Yours Respectfully,

E. N. Carr 4. Co.

Is not a man a fool who would bite at such a bait ? Are people

so simple as to suppose that any sharper would let a ticket sure to

draw $1,000 go out of his hands, into that of another, upon the

payment of one dollar? No, of course notl you 6ay. And yet

enough bite at this hook to support these frauds, paying for office

rent, printing circulars, envelopes, postage stamps, and besides

maintaining their families. It looks when you read these facts as

if " the fools Mere not all dead." I can explain it only on one

ground, that the victim is so eager and anxious to make money

Uiat they do not stop to reason or think for themselves. Surely,

the law ought to shield such weak-minded and simple ones, and

not lie administered in the interests of such consummate frauds

as this.

After I had stopped Carr, as E. N. Carr & Co., ho and his son

transferred their business to 142 Fulton street, and there opened

another " Bankers' establishment" (?) in a dirty, dark room, as

Nunc* & Co., after tho same pattern as Carr & Co.

All I can say is, steer clear of all similar schemes, and send

their circulars and letters to me for investigation, and I promise

to bring them into tho courts, and, at least, expose their schemes.

Personally, Mr. Carr has always treated mo very politely, and

he has tho appcaraneo of being a gentleman, but his business ia

•imply execrable, and that I attack. It is left for the public to

measure this man by tho standard of tho facts presented. I could

greatly enlarge and show many more gross outrages, but surely 1
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have told enough to put the public on their guard, and lay bare

the plan of deceit and robbery.

Postmaster-General Key stopped the registered letters and

money orders of these two addresses. Through some representa

tions made, this order was revoked, on the promise that Carr &

Co. and Nunes & Co. would not engage in any further violation

of law by sending circulars of Royal Havana lottery. Carr comes

home, and is detected at his old business. He then appeals

for help and promises not to do so again, and then comes out an

admission that "Nunes" is his middle name, and that he has

transferred his business of E. N. Carr & Co. to this office.

He promises not to violate the law if the order is rescinded, •

and then commences the same dodge, only worse. He sends his

customers (names he secures) letters as follows. This letter is

accompanied by ten of his pink certificates, for which he modestly

demands the sum of $20. He strikes high !

Office of Nunes & Co., Brokers, No. 142 Fulton Street,

New York City, Aug. 28tb.

Dear Sir.—Knowing that you have been unsuccessful in tryiug your luck

and wishing to sell you a prize, wo make the following liberal offer to you, to

see if we cannot succeed in selling you one, as we know by your drawing a

good prize, it would extend our business in your locality and be worth nioro

to us than $1,000 spent in advertising. We have enclosed a package of 10

certificates of Twentieths in the scheme to be drawn Sept. 21st, 1880, they

come to $20, and should you not succeed in drawing at least $500, we will givo

you the same chance over aguin in the next drawing on five tickets Free of

Cost. Send on the $20 by return mail if you conclude to try your luck, if not

send them back to us or keep such as you want, they come to $2 each, and

you can return the balance with the funds. I would try the package for once

and see if you caunot make a strike this time. Hoping to hear from you, we

remain, Yours Respectfully,

Nu.n'es & Co.

Then follows the same " racket " on the Commonwealth Dis

tribution Co.'s fraudulent lottery, and doubtless until this man is

put behind the bars, his schemes to rob the public will continue.

Arrests will as surely follow every violation of law, as the fact

that legal evidence can be obtained. My course is clear, and so

much as in me lies, people shall not be robbed, by sucli devices

through the mails.



SUNDRY FRAUDS, 347

CHAPTER XV.

SUNDRY FRAUDS.

A PIOUS FRAUD TO ROB CLEBOYMEf.

During 1877, there was an attempt made by sonio unknown

person, to secure money from the clergymen of the land, by ap

pealing to their generosity to buy a book called " Amos' Kticy-

clojtedia of the New Testament."

A printed circular was sent out addressed in each instance to

clergymen, the first page reading as follows :

He that givetb to the Poor,

Lcndeth to the Lord.

Encmtirt ojtce of the " Itrlitf Auociatio*" to assist the Destitute poor and tick of

the ProtetUmt Chmrcke* of Sea York City.

No. 17 Union Squabs.

To Rkv.

/>r«r Chri'tin* Brother—By an arrangement entered into by our Executive-

Committee with the Publishers of

" Amos' Encyclopedia or the New TesTAMKNT,"

the publishers have consented, in view of the Charitable aim of oar work, tc

allow our Afwcl.it ion to have the complete control of the sale of this invalu

able and much popular book for the period of one month, euding January

6th, 1*7*.

The net proceeds to no and apply to the Immediate relief of the utterly des

titute poor slid sick of the Protestant Churches of every denomination in this

City ; when you come to consider the suffering and miserable condition of

the* pour {tropic it muxt touch the Heart of every true christian. As we have

not the space to drscrilio the suffering now existing among such a lar«e class

who are in every respect deserving of your charity, we leave you to dwell upon

it and to open your true christian heart and assist us in this work.

We simply ap|M'ul to your generosity to "BUY THIS Book" which wo are

offering at the low figure of $1.00 per volume, and by so doing yon are help

ing along in the work UoD li:ui entrusted man to do ; the same volume cannot

be purchased elsewhere for less than $3.50.

CONTEXTS, or TUX BOOK.

It U a volume devoted to the study of the New Testament, and oonuioa
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many of the choicest thoughts of the foremost scholars and sound thinkers of

the theological world.

It has commanded the attention of the most eminent clergymen of this

Country and of Great Britain, and was compiled to fill that large space of

Theological knowledge which has been so much needed.

It treats briefly, but with soundness of thought, displayed with great

ability and talent, explaining original Truths in a thoroughly forcible manner;

being the result of years of labor and research by the various writers defining

everything in a clear intelligible way which not only combines pleasure and

study, but in a manner to impress upon the readers mind ; so they will dwell

at length and with a deep thoughtfulness, ofthe great truth portrayed therein,

and the ideas and thoughts of the most eminent theologians of the day.

-ATTENTION.

The publishers have been exceedingly kind and generous in allowing us the

profits on this work for the time. ,

But we must dispose of a large number of books immediately so as to realize

sufficiently to extend our charity to all who deserve it; and as the 5th day of

January is only a short time we have to work diligently, and rely upon you

Dear Brother to purchase at once ; don't delay or the time will expire and the

same book cannot then be purchased for less than the regular price, $3.50, and

in buying of us it goes to the deserving poor and sick. Relying on your true

christian heart and your generous impulses to assist us at once.

. I remain sincerely yours,

Rev. A. G. S., Treasurer,

No. 17 Union Square, N. Y.

Enclose $1.00 to the above address and the Book will be immediately sent

to you.

The circular then gives a description of the contents of the

book, representing it as being devoted to the study of the New

Testament, and as containing many of the choicest thoughts of

former centuries, and of the sound thinkers of the theological

world. It then professes to quote from Prof. Wolsey of Yale.

Very timely, full of rich results, of ripe scholarship, deep tone piety, large

experience of the pen, and unsurpassed ability, full of rich spiritual views.

Spnrgeon of England writes, I havo received your Encyclopedia, and find it

unsurpassed by any modern work treating on the New Testament, and heartily

recommend it.

The book is farther described as being illustrated with thirty

beautiful pictures by eminent artists, together with twelve maps.

It appeals personally to the recipient of the prospectus to invest

on the ground that,



SUNDRY FRAUD8. 249

Notonly would the purchaser secure a valuable compilation ofacknowledged

value, but lie would be helping aud assisting the poor, and sick, of this va»t

metropolis and so contributing in God's charity to them. If they did not re

quire it for themselves, to purchase oue for tbeir Son or Daughter, or some

friend, teacher or scholar.

The price of this book, containing 500 pages, gilt edged and

elegantly bound in Turkey morocco, was $1.00.

Now think of the absurdity of offering all this mass of thought,

and sound theology, with 30 illustrations and 12 maps, a large

volume gilt edged and bound in Turkey morocco, for $1,001

This is the final appeal :

In order that we may dispose of a largo number of books immediately, so a*

to realize sufficiently to extend our charity to all who deserve it, we rely

upon you Dear Brother to purchase at once.

The fraud 6igns himself " Sincerely yours, Rev. A. G. S * * *

Treasurer, 17 Union Square, N. Y."

How any person of intelligence can be duped by such a scheme

as this, scouts almost incomprehensible ; but " The fools are not

all dead." Many gullible people actually bit at this bait. A

careful Bcarch at 17 Union Square, both by the Police of this

city, and the Post office authorities, has failed, down to the pres

ent time, to discover the " Itcvcrcnd A. G. S."

It is of no special importance, in this connection, except as

allowing tho extent, and variety of fraudulent ojK-ratioiis through

the United States Mail, and that there are rogues preying upon

all classes of tho community.

The man who got up this circular evidently was possessed of

much more cunning than piety. He, surely, was but one of

thousands who have " stolen tho livery of Heaven to serve tho

Devil in," and who are to-day making uso of tho tenderest and

noblest sympathies of tho credulous in prosecuting their most

nefarious operations.
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A LAZY FRAUD.

For several years past business men in Xew York have been the

recipients of a letter written by a female living in Xorth Carolina,

appealing to them in " sweet charity's '* name to contribute to

the immediate relief of herself and her " large family of small

children." These letters are written in an exceedingly minute

hand, on large half sheets of paper, violet ink, (which from its

abundant flow must be cheap down in that country,) and exten

sively underscored. As specimens of English composition they

certainly deserve to rank among the curiosities of literature, and

as begging letters tliey are unique and in their way unapproacha

ble. The following is, with the omission of names, a verbatim

copv of one of these appeals :

C, N. Carouxa, Jan'y 9th, 1?30.

Kind Sir—I wrote you last fall (&. I think once before) but thinking that

you surely didn't get my letter, I write again, &. will put return request

across my envelope, so I may know if this reaches you safely. Somewhere

seeing your name, as a quite able business gentleman of your very able city,

& which is again returning, thank God, to great prosperity & revival of

business, & yours being one of the old & long time prominent names of your

city ; therefore with, I trust some reasonable hope, I humbly ask if, in mercy,

you cannot give at least a little, to your fellow creatures, so very sadly sit

uated as we, and & I trust that as God's promise, to return all mercy and

charity—" With whatsoever measure ye mete, pressed down, shalcen together,

and, running over," warrants your never missing or regretting what little you

may give to the help, cheer, gladdening & even grateful love of even so poor

& humble, hut honest, humanly hearts. I trust, that you'll be truely glad to

thus help, cheer & gladden so very sad a situation, even as I, if atall able,

poor frail fehle woman as I am, would surely, gladly, readily, nay, eagerly

help you or any fellow creature of earth, North, South, East or West, uuder

similar trials. We were once comfortable, but much family sickness & the

deplorable war, which we no wise aided, took our dear home & every comfort

from us—leaving us to drag over the country for years, penniless iu affliction,

hunting for, & begging shelters, such as, & wherever we could, & our poor

little children, very puny and frail naturally & from long very hard & scanty

livcing, & my poor dear husband, long with heart, lung & severest rheumatic

diseases, the entire family's support, wholy devolves on my perfectly, oh!

more than willing, anxious, hut too fehle hands, for if you'll excuse my unre-

servedncss to express myself, I have over thirteen long weary years, suffered

all the living deaths of fallen womb & of general ill health, & in this torturing

situation, have long had to expose myself much, summer and winter, working

hard in pain for our bread, & liveing too, almost exclusively on plain dry

bread alone, it often scanty, & hard, with us, to get atall ; & it made up only



SUNDRY FRAUDS. 261

with salt oV. water (for we've hail no lard or moat, for about nine week*) ia

very hard, unheulthy At oh! ho uupalatahle, irri'linhublo dirt, to puny, frail,

growiug childhood, oV to the afflicted. Besides all my other trial*, I now

have an aged, widowed, long sorely afflicted St eutirely blind dear old

toother, St here <&. my jioor dear husband'* ills, oft letting them dare not eat

even enough of such food, as such poverty St frailty as mine, is only possibly

aide to get often, as poor, frail woman here now, these still fearfully trying

hard times—South, can now get nothing like regular employment, St actu

ally almost, Just nothing for it ; A then-fore we're all now, this long lasting,

bad, cold weather, very sadly needy of food, clothing, bedding, shoes St fire

wood mow almost entirely out of wood) to keep us in our affliction's daily St

nightly scanty coverings, half comfortably warm) but unable to buy a bit of

meat, lard, flour, sugar, coffee, (what liveing in affliction !) soda, pepper, dec;

material for light of nights; a little box or vial of medicine, iu sudden St oft

recurring necessity, even had to borrow my envelope, postage St paper I now

write on, not haveiug as much as one cent in the world ! Oh I Sir do, oh 1 will

you not indeed pity an afflicted family, at least some, in such affliction, want,

St such a daily St nightly auxiouHly troubled family, without a cent in the

world f We now bavent an ounce of meat, lard, flour, sugar, coffee, do,

havent had any of these three first named, for over two months, except H

pounds of flour I lionowed about six weeks ago, yet owe St been a»ked for it,

St excepting a plate of biscuit* a kind sympathizing St poor lady, sent us

several sabbath moms ago, 4. a piece of loaf given us by another lady, the

evening before; but liveing for two long months in our afflictions, only on

plain corn bread almost exclusively, St it, much the time, borrowed. Cod

will fulfil his promised " Reward acconling as ye sow," St as je sow to such

condition as ours, I do believe, especially as I St mother have lung loved St

been trying to serve the Lord, and Just whatever it may be your pleasure St

eaavenieure to give iu such situation, however little. It may be, will be some

help, A blewiug, which will be most gratefully appreciated, St any help, es

pecially to a lady's addn-s*, will come as safely, if not safer of la'o days, thau

any way I can aiiggo*t, heavily, plaii.ly, unassumingly enveloped, but regis

ter if you think U-st St wish, or perhaps a check would be safest way to send,

if 1 could sell it for the necessaries we need. Oh 1 if possibly you pity St help

as none, then plca«e soon return thin, so I may unbuilt it to another without

rewriting in pain, weariness, dec., but oh I sun'ly you won't turn me away

wboly empty, St that too, with (ind'a offered return of It. We, not long

liveing hem, the people very generally *t range, St poor, St the wretchedly im

poverished south, especially these bard times, unable to help the more unfor

tunate many, since the war, I humbly hope able, abler northern fricinU, to

•aflrrmg humanity, A more nobly generously merciful people north, anyway,

win be truely glsd to belp so very sadly situated fellow creatures, some!

fretting in (iod, I am, with mueh haste,

Very Kes|iectfiilly St Humbly,

Mks. 8. J., C. Catawba Co., N. C.

[Referunoea hero followed.]
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The gentleman who received this sent it to a business firm in

her town, and received the laconic reply :

Yon can mark S. J. a fraud. They live as well as any one that lives with

out work. She has a husband and grown son that dresses well and does

nothing.

The matter having been put into my hands, I wrote to her and

received this letter :

C P. O., N. Carolina, March 18th., 1-S80.

Mr. A. Com8tock :

Kind Sir—A gentleman of your city, to whom I wrote sometime since,

writes me that as he could not do anything for myself and family in our

afflicted & haplessly very sadly needy situation—of food, clothing, bedding,

shoes, wood, &—Just any necessary—to any comfort whatever, that he had

spoken to you of our situation, & that " as you were a charitable friend, that

you might kindly help us some, if I'd write to you directly." I am suffering

considerably in my bad health; & donot feel able to write a full appeal or full

statement of our sad situation & trials, & donot see—anyway, the necessity

of writing in—my pain & febleness—a full appeal, as I am feoling that you'll

do Just as you would, anyway, if you were shown my appeal by your friend,

as it contains Just what I would now say» The entire family wholy depend

ent on my willing—oh ! anxious—but too feble hands, these hard times South,

so pinching, that I can get nothing like regular employment now, & very

meager pay for woman's work at best here now, & the weather so bad &

cold, almost constantly rainiug for last eight or ten days, still pouring down,

& I unable to get out to do anything, & now so very sadly needy of food, &c.

I know not what in the world we are to do, without kind merciful humanita

rians where able (for they are not able in this war-ruined, wretchedly impover

ished section South, these hard, hard times, to help the more unfortunate many)

will soon kindly help us some, for we even had to borrow a few sticks of wood

this a. m. to do us this cold rainy day. God will fulfil his promised " Reward,—

according as ye sow,"—even as ye sow—I do believe, as I've long loved &

been trying to serve him—to so poor, humble, suffering fellow creatures as

wo. Any help it may be your convenience & pleasure to give in such situa

tion will be most gratefully appreciated, & will come safely, heavily enve

loped, to a lady's address, though send as you may think best, & oh ! if yon

please, soon as possibly convenient. , of your city, may be able, if

you've not seen an appeal, one of my appeals to him, of late date. Excuse

paper, as this is all I have. Trusting in the Lord, I am, Kind Sir,

Very Respectfully & Humbly,

Mrs. S. J. J.,

C P. O., Catawba Co., N. C.

[References here.]

Having written to her references for their views of her charac
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ter and necessities, I was much surprised to receive the following

letter from her, and not a word from the parties written to :

Conoveb, N. C, March ifiHh, lrt>*0.

Mil Combtock :

KimiSir—In reply to your letter, I will nay that I sincerely thank yon for

your intimated willingness to merry, kindness, humanity St charity, but sin

cerely wishing to be honest St right, as I feel I've ever been in God's sight, I

will say that I donot ask or want, any charitable mercy extended to our

truely sad, afflicted Sl helplessly needy situation while there is now existing

an utterly false Idea of my being unneedy St unworthy of help, through false

misrepresentations of ns by poiple of this hard-hearted most inconsiderate

county, who, being very gcncrully dutch hard working people, really think,

St are of natures it seems, to think that any who dont work as bard as a

home, " work hard for their livin, like I has ter work for my livin," woman or

■tan, dead or alive, " aint duin right." Moreover my religious faith, Metho

dist, not in arcord with tho very general faith of another denomination of

almost this whole section, St, which is much prejudiced against Methodists St

ridirulive of any experimental religion, St there being no M. K. church here,

St I being one of only several Methodists in this locality, I And no sympathy

here, but an ever readiness to do almost Just anything against tue St family,

to misrepresent me or binder my* helping dec, St, therefore my reference*

will not any yea nor nay, will do nothing in tho way of answering any letters of

inquiry, both by will St by my request, until matters are cleared up, St until

the world or country ia satisfied of my St family's actual sad, yes wry sad

situation, helplessness, need St worthiness. I elaim, do St will ever claim, in

tbe sight Sl fear of tho blessed God Sl Father who I've long loved St boon

trying acalously to serve, that I have nevor claimed anything but wli.it was

true to the letter in my appeals to any one, St I conscientiously feel St do be

lieve, nay I know that charity has nevor given me a cent without God's

Merry Sl band was directly tbe moving power of it—from those, whom he

bath more abundantly blessed in this worlds goods—towards us in direct

answer to my cries St prayers for his mercy, for lovelng God, I have all faith,

trust St unwavering, abiding com iction in the power of prayer from an bum-

bieall trusting heart, St believe St do actually hope Sl look for his merciful

loveing kindnesses to usward, mora than if them- basless, inhumanly, unnat

ural, inconsiderate, may I not say uncivilized, barbarous St brutal, f.ilvi |>or-

sectio:,«, shameful, tremenduously shameful in Man, towards a poor, inoffen

sive, frail, feble, defenceless woman, lady, wife St mother, only for be.jing a

Utile mercy- St help for her afflicted, helpless, needy, suffering family St |»>or

Obi aged entirely blind dear Mother, of thoso North, where able, St where

only I know there are those good enough, bigluninded, wholcsonlcd Sl noble

heartedly generously merciful to grant i:, for most positively in G.kI's hear

ing, Sl for widen I am williug Sl know ho will Jud'*n me as I A my words

■aay deserve, if Ibara ia any Una, real, freehearted charity here in this whole
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section at all, I donot know, &, would be very much surprised to know it, &

sensible, humanly reasonable considerations I feel & t'aiak Just as rare

towards those in so sad & helpless situations as we. Yes, I do feel, from my

nnswerveing hope & faith in God, that if all impartially unreasonable & un

just feelings of persecution & prejudices, personal, political, sectional &■

religious, are laid aside, that God's mercy, wisdom & love will yet work out

more for than against me and my family, though I've ever noticed that where

one asking aid is written against, whether only a determination to listen to

one side, or gladly to find excusers from charity, or what, the asker could

never get a hearing again. We're needy, very needy of food, bedding, shoes,

wood, under clothing particularly, but any kind, of Just anything for com

fort, but I wish nor ask any help, until God's own good time to give or direct

it. I am, in honesty & conscientiousness,

Your Grateful Friend, for intimated kindness,

Mrs. S. J. J.,

Conover P. O., Catawba Co., N. C.

P. S.—See Editor of The Graphic, 39 & 41 Park Place, your city. I sent him

a communication a few days since, and writo him again by to-day's mail. He

may let you read both, & tell you all he may wish to.

Now, not to put too fine a point npon it, is not one of these

letters in itself worth a five dollar bill ?

Official inquiry developed the facts that this family live in a

nice house, that the children are all grown up, and some of them

married, and those whom she gives as references are her sons-in-

law, and are well-to-do business men, one a professor in a large

school.

She has resided in this same place for years, and lives and sup

ports her family by these means. These letters go to merchants

principally. The recipient is pressed for time, and feels that he

cannot stop to investigate ; the easiest and cheapest course is to

send a small amount and dismiss the subject. And thus these

shiftless men are supported, and in their native town pass for

gentlemen. Our fair correspondent's wanting her letter back, is

equal to an order received by the firm I was formerly engaged

with, where a Southern lady wrote that she had sold her piano,

because it was too hard work to play it, and wanted one of

"them kind that played themselves"—meaning a music box.

Well, well, it takes all kinds of people to make up this world.
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MAW-NAMED FRAUDS; OK, FRAUDS WITH MANY ALIASES.

Tho newspapers aro constantly filled with taking advertise

ments, offering all sorts of merchandise at wonderful bargains :

Books, watches, pictures, knives, revolvers, guns, receipts,

medicines—indeed, almost an endless variety of traps arc <le-

Bcrihcd as going at "less than ten cents on the dollar," inviting

persons to invest. But two, of the following owners of many

aliases, are peenliar. The first named pretended to sell " rich,

rare, and racy " books and pictures in connection with these other

things, and got people's money, making no return in many cases,

or, if a return, something not ordered by the sender. He united

olweene matter and fraudulent schemes. Both of them have l>een

convicted for violation of the laws against obscene publica

tions.

Henry E. Hunter was arrested at Hinsdale, N. n., Sept. 22,

1S73, and afterwards plead guilty under an indictment charging

violation of what is known as the "Comstock" law. At that

time he thought himself perfectly secure under cover of the

numerous names, under which he operated.

To show tho extent of his business I have but to say that, at

the time of arrest, I was informed officially, by the postmaster,

that formerly, before Hunter commenced business, the income of

that office was but about $400 per annum, while at the time of

arrest it was about $1,700. This was when postmasters were paid

according to the amount of stamps sold or canceled at their office.

After his arrest his advertisements were very can-fully worded,

so as to indicate one could secure anything >ran(,tf, and what

purported to bo "fancy articles" were advertised extensively by

him. One dodgo was to advertise "a perfect time-keeper," or

"Swi«s watch, hunting case," and, when the money was received,

to send a round brass box containing a compass, with what

appeared to be a sun dial. This man has for years conducted a

fraudulent scheme of some kind or other. He advertises in a

paper of his own, and my advice is, never send one cent to any

thing in that direction. Ho is a notorious blackguard, and

amuses himself by hurling his invectives at inc. He is utterly
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beneath contempt on that account, and the only reason he is

noticed here is to prevent people from being robbed.

I am one of those who can see no justice in a sharp scamp being

allowed to deceive and defraud the public. I hold that honest

and simple-minded folks have rights that even a thief is bound to

respect.

Hunter's mail, at the Hinsdale office alone, amounted some

times to 400 ordinary and 50 registered letters daily. A fair

income, at only 10 cents each !

His aliases were :

Hunter & Co; Union Book Co.; New England Book Co.; Star Spangled

Banner; Eureka Manufacturing Co. ; Box 143; H., Banner Office; Magnetic-

Watch Co. ; Ashuelot Sewing Machine Co. ; Agency ; Five Dollar Greenback ;

Publisher; Million-Year Almanac ; New England Watch Co. ; J. G., Box 143;

U. S. Book Co. ; Monadnock Advertising Agency ; Martin & Co. ; Union

Manufacturing Co. All of Hinsdale.

Also:

W. P. King, Box 343; King & Co.; Vermont Novelty Co.; Union Pistol

Co. ; Vermont Vinegar Co. ; W. Y. Perry ; E. W. Hilliard. All of Brattleboro,

Vt., P. O., seven miles distant from Hinsdale.

More recently, we find the following aliases used :

Perry & Co., Brattleboro, Vt. ; Surinam Manufacturing Co., Brattleboro,

Vt. ; Banner Publishing Co., Hinsdale, N. H. ; Biblio, Box 143, Hinsdale,

N. H. ; Dr. Vaillo & Co., Brattleboro, Vt., supposed to be name of one of his

clerks.

His Brattleboro mail, through the wonderful good nature (or

some other motive) of the postmaster at that place, is allowed to

be given to the stage driver and taken over to him several times

a week.

Next comes Edgar "W. Jones, of Ashland, Mass.

He was arrested Nov. 2, 1877, under the same law. He

used to run a one-horse post-office ; or, in other words, his mail

was more than all the rest of the town put together. In each of

these cases the law-abiding citizens of the town had to give way

and wait till these men were served. Jones plead guilty in Bos

ton, in the U. S. court, and was sentenced.

His aliases were :

Union Purchasing Agency ; Uuion Publishing Agency ; Union Publishing
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Co. ; Littleton &. Co.; H. J. Littleton ; Atlas Co. ; Magnetio Witch Co. All

of Ashland.

Also:

Atlas Manufacturing Co., So. Framingham, Mass.

This follow, after pleading guilty, desired to bo sworn in his

own behalf, to testify for a mitigation of sentence. After he had

told his story, to the satisfaction of himself and counsel, the Dis

trict Attorney asked him a few questions at my request, and

developed the following facts : That he sent out circulars under

his different aliases, as follows :

In May, 1874, lie sent out, . . . 50,000 circulars.

From Sept, 1874, to May, 1875, he Bent ont, 200,000 u

" May, 1875, to May, 1876, " « " 800,000 u

" Sept., 1876 to May, 1877, " " " 800,000 "

Making a total of 1,350,000 "

We also proved, from the P. O. records in this case, that he

received registered letters in reply to these circulars so sent out,

as follows :

Rec'd from Jan. 1 to July 1, 1877 5,930

" « July 1 to Dec. 1, 1877 4,373

Total receipts in 11 months 10,303

and 825 registered letters were sent back to the writers during

25 days in Dec., 1877, by order of the Postmaster-General, under

Postal Laws and Regulations.

Such is the fearful extent of these schemes through the mails.

At the time of arrest I discovered letters from young ladies, on

official paper of the Seminary where they were as students, away

from borne ; and also from young men in colleges in our own State,

ordering his obscene books.

Doe» it pay to enforce those laws ? Is it a crime to do it, and

thus protect the community f Let my critics answer.

17
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MY ASSASSIN.

Next comes the ex-convict who stabbed me, as I was taking

him to jail, on a commitment on a second arrest. He had been

once convicted, and sentenced in the Courts in New York under

State laws. He then spread himself over three judicial districts

in the United States Courts, to wit, " the Southern District " and

"the Eastern District" of New York, and "the District of

New Jersey."

His plan was to advertise under several of these aliases at one

time. His method of operation, in order to complicate matters,

was like this : To the writer of a letter coming to one of his New

Jersey aliases, he would send a circular, advertising wliat purported

to be " fancy," or obscene books, the orders to be sent to one of his

Staten Island addresses (Eastern District), and then he would

mail his reply in New York (Southern District).

It became necessary for the officer who should capture him,

to be just a little sharper than he was, and after being several

times thwarted, at last, Oct. 31, 1874, I arrested Cuables

Conrot.

This man resided at 318 South 4th st., Williamsburgh, and was

at Newark, N. J., at the time of this last arrest. The day of

his arrest I had been waiting for him nearly all day, as it was

one of the days when he came to that office for his mail.

I had given him up and gone to the depot, when I saw him

dodging to keep out of my sight. It was necessary to see if he

had got his mail. It was essential that I should know that fact be

fore I should arrest him. I therefore took a hack and drove

to the post office to ascertain if he had been there. I found

that he had. I drove back to the depot. He was not to be

seen. The train for New York came in. I boarded the same,

well assured that, if I took the train, this man would not. I

walked through the car I had entered, and stepped off quickly at

the other end and hid myself from view, and let the train move

off. After it had gone I came out, and at the farther end of the

depot I saw my man. He was taken in a carriage and driven to

the post office, where the U. S. Commissioner came, opened
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oonrt, and fully committed the prisoner. In tlio absence of any

other officer, I was given the commitment, and ordered to take

that man to jail.

When first spoken to by me down at the depot, ho pretended

to cry and feel very bad ; he caught my hand and tried to put

it np to his lips to kiss ; he kissed my sleeve, and whined and

begged to be let off. On the way to the jail the same thing

was repeated, and just at the jail door he began to beg that I

would go and see his wife and tell her he had 1k.'cii arrested, and

and carry a message from him. I told him I would do so per

sonally, although it would bo late when I reached New York,

and was much out of my course. This was only a sliarp trick.

While he was talking, in most pathetic tones, he plunged his

dirk into my face, severing four arteries. I sprang from the

carriage. Just here everybody asks : Did he get away i Did

you shoot him? Neither. My orders were to take that man

to jail. To jail he must go. No, I did not shoot. I drew my

revolver, and then I knew I need not fear. It is true and re

liable. Ho could neither get away nor do me more harm, nis

assault upon me was a matter for the law to punish. I had no

right to tako the law in my own hands. Of all men, an officer

of the law ehottl/l respect and ol>ey it. I took him to jail, and

when ho was safely behind the bars, my duty was done, and then

I sought a physician ; and though a long way from homo for a

man thus wounded, yet the same One who has ever kept me,

conducted mo safely to my homo, and restored mo to health and

strength. I suffered ; my family suffered ; my brave heroic do-

voted wife suffered. But it was God's way of working. Herein

was a blessing in disguise.

At this time the Society was about $3,000 in debt. The way

appeared hedged up, and it seemed as though the work must bo

alnndoned. Men were indifferent. A few had done and given,

but what they could spare was not equivalent to the demand. I had

prayed God to open the way, to send deliverance, to provide for

this cause. As I lay on my bed of suffering, it seemed as though

I was laid one side so that I should have no part or lot in thu
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work that was to be accomplished for this cause ; as though the

Master said, now you step one side and let me work. He did

work, and answered for us the prayers of our heart. The very

next day, my beloved pastor, and most faithful friend, at the

close of the Sabbath morning service, invited the men of his con

gregation to remain. They did, and in the lecture room of the

Clinton avenue Congregational Church, Brooklyn, N. T., com

menced a wave of enthusiasm and interest that did not cease to

roll, till our debt was paid ; and when, after two weeks of suffer

ing, I came out of doors again to resume my work, there were

funds to work with, and by the grace of God, we have been

enabled to continue on till this present. Surely, it is better to

trust God than put confidence in men.

Conroy was sentenced to two years in Trenton State Prison,

for the assault, and one year each on two separate indictments in

the U. S. Court at Trenton, at the expiration of the first sentence

on the original charge on which he had been arrested.

His aliases were :

Lewis Lubin, Greenpoint, N. Y.; L.M.Burt, Long Island City, N. Y.; W.

Colby, Staploton, N. Y.; Mathew C. Hart, Newtown, N. Y.; E. Carleton, Port

Richmond, N. Y.; R. Carleton & Co., Port Richmond, N. Y.; Gregory Darphy,

New Brighton, N. Y.; C. D. Cook, Morrisania, N. Y.; V. Scribner, Flushing,

N. Y.; C. L. Taylor, Brooklyn, N. Y.; C. L. Dexter, N. Y. City, N. Y.; M.

Dupau, Hobokeu, N. J.; G. Marsh, Jersey City, N. J.; G. Marsh & Co., Jersey

City, N. J.; N. F. Kirke, Newark, N. J.; John R. Scott, Hudson City, N. J.;

J. K. Appleton, Bergen Point, N. J.; P. Manning, Elizabeth, N. J.; W. J.

Evans, Trenton and N. Y. City.

To James Bryan, 147 E. 15th street, N". Y. City, we shall

again pay our respects. We therefore have nothing to say but

to append to this list of " numerous " frauds liis aliases, which

were :

Dr. J. Bryan, 91 E. 13th street ; J. Bryan, M. D., 147 E. 15th street ; Edgar

Tremaine, M. I)., Station D. Lucille Demarre & Co.; Mad. Lucille Demarro,

Station D; Robt. E. Bell, M. D.; John Harvey, M. D.; Prof. W. Draper, M. D.;

R. Welles, M. D.; G. Humphries, M. D.; E. Wortliington, M. D.; Martin Dutton,

M. D.; all of 147 E. 15th street. Martin Dutton & Co., 704, 736 and 767 Broad

way, and also in Nassau street; Dr. Benoni, 767 Broadway; Mary Moore;

Clinton Medical and Surgical Institute ; W. T.Mason & Co., 185 Fulton street;

Dr. Benoni, 637 Broadway ; Dr. Stephen Hamlin, 637 Broadway.
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I ought to add, that since his exposure lie has advertised him

self as a " cancer" doctor, and specialist for several other diseases.

It seems an outrage that the pick and suffering must thus be

gulled by such a fraud.

The very latest.—While the above chapter was in the hands of

the printer, a postmaster in an eastern city sends me a vile 16

page pamphlet, addressed to "Young Men." We give the last

page of this pamphlet, and call special attention to the fact that

Edgar Trcmaine is one of the celebrated board of managers, that

Bryan in his testimony, swore he did not know where he was,

«nd could not describe him.

He lias been resurrected, however, and this time drops his title

of M.D., and authorizes J. Lamb & Co. to sell his wonderful pre

scriptions, "all three at ono time for $6.00." His circular sayB :

TO MY FRIENDS.

I hive now made permanent arrangements to have my prescriptions pre

pared liy some reliable parties in this city, who will make, lino of the best ma

terials, and in whom I have entire confidence. All orders, correspondence,

r*f;»tere<l letters, and express packages should therefore be addressed to

J. LAMB & CO.,

205 EA8T 14th 8TREET, NEW YORK,

And all Money Orders, Checks and Drafts made payable to their order.

Tl»»w who desire a CONSULTATION BT LETTER, may addre** the

same under rover to them and prompt attention will be given.

ALL CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE STRICTLY CONFIDEN

TIAL, and destroyed as soon as done with.

At the request of Messrs. Lamb A. Co., and to meet the demand of those

whose means are limited, I have given them permimion to put up three of

my prescriptions in smaller packages, as follows:

No. I. Halfsixe, $:«.00 ) Or all three at one time tnDO, being sumricnt

Ko. jf. ■• :i.(to > to last one month, aud to cure many com*.

No. 3. " 1.U0 S

EDGAR TKKMAIXE.

Puzzle : Can any reader make the letters b. k. y. a. n. st>ell

Lunbf
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CHAPTER XVI.

SEWING MACHINES AND GUNS.

SEWING MACHINES.

The candle burns low, as the midnight hour approaches, while

the housewife stitch by stitch makes apparel for her family, all

the while picturing to herself what she could or would do if she

but had a sewing machine.

Again, many mothers cannot find time to sew for their children.

It becomes necessary to hire it done, and this, often when the

father is scarcely able to supply food and clothes. Aside from

the above considerations, there are many reasons why families

throughout the country, desire to possess what has become almost

a necessity in every household, one of those wonderful inventions

of our modern civilization, a family sewing machine.

How to get one ? is the query in many families, and the pos

session of one is a means of livelihood to many a destitute woman.

It will thus be seen the field is open to the sharper, and ripe for

his harvest. There are in the community rogues to take advan

tage of all classes, and sharpers in all trades.

Every thing of value has its counterfeit. The following con

cern is one from which I have collected claims for a large num

ber of persons, whom they had defrauded out of their money,

under the pretence of selling them a sewing machine.

I purpose to present a brief outline of this particular fraud as

a warning to others.

They send out by mail a 16 page circular. Eight pages con

tain cuts of their different styles of machines. As would be ex

pected, the circular commences " A new and strictly ^first-class

machine, with the Latest and Most Valuable Improvements."

They then describe how the machine is made, and say, " every

part of each machine is made by a system of gauges and inspected

before the parts are put together, so that every machine must be
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up to the standard in every particular. This department is in

charge of one who has had a large experience in making tools for

the manufacturing of Bank Notes and Bonds, and under his system

of inspection, accuracy, nearly to perfection, is attained."

If this Bank note blacksmith inspected the machines I saw in

the office of this concern when I called to recover back the moneys

of the victims of his circular, it must have been at midnight with

out a light, and while blindfolded, with his hands tied behind

him, for the "nice adjustment" was remarkable for absence of

perfection.

But without stopping to describe the circular further, let me

quote a little from the last page, showing how they oil up those

machines with printers' ink. It says :

"Great width of Ann, and largo capacity for work.

Adopted to all the wants of family sewing without restriction.

Simplicity and Perfection of Mechanism.

Positive Motion, guaranteeing Certainty of Work.

More readily comprehended than any other Machine.

An easy working Treadle. No exertion needed.

Is always ready, and never out of order.

Is an ea.-y and pleasant mncliino to operate, requires the least

care, produces every variety of work, and will last until the next

century begins.

Strong, Simple, Rapid and ErncrdT."

I purpose to let the victim in each case tell his own story, by a

verbatim et literatim copy of his letter to me. And where he

cannot do it without the aid of the firm, I shall produce their

letters to the victim.

It will bo some satisfaction to the reader to know that them

victims each recovered their money back again.

The first one is evidently an ignorant Quaker. He says :

B. 8.. N. C, feb 4 1*0.

I**re friend I cent to thy ofta on tbe 0 day of Jury 1*79 on* rvdynralwi

letter for Cntely & Co »f your I'itty A your rert cam* to »fll» wheur it w«a

•wild on tbe 19 of »nuie A on tbe 31 of nine I went to tbe depot dc fond Djq



264 FRAUDS EXPOSED.

mashine as thy had promest to Send if I would send the money by Redyereted

letter thy would send the mashine on rect of the money & thy have faild to

send the mashine I wont you to pies look after the partys & tell them to send

the mashine or my money as I dont lake to be humbudyed in this way I send

you their letter So you can find them by their on hand wrigh pies do this for

me and ablige your friend E. P. C.

Wright me at R., N. C.

P S if thy wont send the mashine acordin to their letter nor the money pnt

the law in force aganst them for such men aught to be fond oat &. made to

suffer truly yours E. P. C.

It will be observed the money ($15) was sent January 9, 1879.

The following letter, dated Nov. 24, 1879, was all he could se

cure for the same. As yon will see, this letter offers to " ship

the goods desired," but makes no mention whatever of the $15,

which this man held their return registered letter receipt for.

He was evidently a poor man far away in North Carolina, and

what had they to fear ? Just witness the " cheek " of this fel

low. He says :

Refer to date of this in your reply.

THE NEW "FAMILY" SHUTTLE SEWING MACHINE.

Double Thread, Lock Stitch, same on both sides.

Lowest Priced in the World.

Sewing Machine Atachments, and Materials of Every Description.

Agents for the New Patent Tuckers, Rufflers, and Binders.

Medals, Premiums, Diplomas.

New York, Nov. 24th, 1879.

E. P. C, Esq.:

Dear Sir—Your favor of 21 received and contents noted. We will ship you

the goods desired and allow you the privilege of exainiuation at the freight

depot before the payment of bill, providing a sufficient amount to cover the

freight charges both ways is deposited with the freight agent of your place,

and his receipt for the same is sent to us to ensure against all loss should cir

cumstances prevent you paying our bill.

This precaution wo are obliged to take because of our extremely low prices

and it is one to which you cannot possibly object.

Awaiting your order accompanied by your freight agents receipt

We remain,

Yours Respect.

A. Cately & Co.

L.
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A Virginian writes :

phur Springs, Summxrs Cc

Feb. 6th, ls80.

Grkkn Sulphur Springs, Sumxxrs Couxtt, West Va., )

To the Poat Master at 737 Iiroodway, N. Y.:

Ihar Sir—I hare been corresponding with a man at your office calling him-

•elf Alfred Cately, claiming to be of a company called the New and Improved

family Sewing Masheiie Co. I contracted with him for a mashene, and sent

lnm the mouey according to his price lest and directions, ho m:i<le cvrything

fair, and even sent me the bill of shipment, dated Dec. 23. I have never re

ceived the mashen, he directed me to givo him notice if the mashen was de

layed damaged dec. which I have done, but havo reccved no answer. I think

strange of the proceeding, and feel aa I havo been imposed upon, and that

Mr. ('. Ik not the man I took him to 1m*. Mr. Post Master if yoa know Mr.

Cately you would certainly do me the greatest favor if yon would tell me

what for character Mr. C. is, and whether he is responsible for his contract*

or not. Very Respectfully Yours,

N. A. D.

Another North Carolinian says :

Cherryviluc, N. C, Feboary 14, V**>.

Dear Sir—Pleas inform me if yon if there is any such thing as the family

Sewing. I sow mi advertisement in tho Charlotte OWrver for that machine

wonting agents, they said to address Family Sowing Machine Company 75Ti

Broadway &. I did so &. they sent me their self-addressed envelop to Cately

•V Co 7:t7 Broadway N. Y. (to avoid mistakes they said) I accepted an agency

aV sent the money for oue Machine in regestered letter the U of January the

!> nf Keb. they wrote me A. sent me a receipt for the amount Signed Cately it

('<>. and said good* would heshi|>eil from Philadelphia Pa no goods has come

yet nor no bill of shipment it seems to bo a swindle any information about

tlicra will be thankfully received Cately ic Co Claims that they are the Pro

prietors in New York dc. that the maniifactry is in Philadelphia Pa hoping

to bear from you by return mail I am yours dec.

Addreaa W. B. P.

(ioston Co., Cberryville, N. C.

A Virginian has qnecr ideas of collecting money l>y threats.

I,yn< iinrRQ, V*-, Jany 7«h, l-^-O.

Mr. Anthoxt Comstock, l.'«0 Nassao street :

/> Sir—I Enclose Yoa a eoris|>oiidence that one of my friend jot foolra (■ oa.

The ('•mien-nil agency thinks a Mr. Cately got the momry perhaps a threat of

arrest might bring the money—act as yon think and advise me.

Kospectfully Bob 8.
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In this case, his friend had sent $50, and a receipted bill had

been sent him, and a notification that his goods had been shipped

had also been forwarded. No goods were received, however.

This transaction was Sept. 29, 1879. He wrote in October, that

no machines had been received, when this "Banknote" black

smith sewing machine man, acknowledges the receipt of the

postal, and then under date of Oct. 29, 1879, 6ays :

We had imagined your goods were already shipped. We will, however,

write to the factory, euquire and send you advice.

Trusting that you have received goods ere this, we remain

Yours &c.

Standard M. Co.

They knew full well no machine had been shipped, and when

I called on C. & Co., which is only another name for above,

with these letters in hand, to secure the return of the money in

March, 1880, the machine had not been shipped, nor the money

returned.

I could present many more cases like the above, but I simply

desire to present the facts 60 as to warn the public. There are

many similar devices ; so look out.

I had the pleasure of returning the money to each of the above

parties.

ANOTHER DODGE.

While writing upon this class of frauds who operate on the

basis of respectable articles of trade and commerce, I desire to

state a few facts concerning a scheme to deceive the public on

the basis of

GUNS AND REVOLVERS.

The reputable gun trade has suffered much by persons taking

inferior, cheap, and often wortldess guns, and describing them by

flaming circulars and advertisements, in most glowing terms, as

"A 1," and "highest grade" or "first quality in every respect"

goods ; and then on these representations getting more than the

regular trade price for these inferior goods, and shipping the
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same as being the best goods. This practice has assumed large

dimensions, and to-day certain parties east and west scour the

markets for second and third quality goods, anything they can

buy cheap, and then run them off after the above form. It is a

two-edged fraud. It defrauds the buyer and is an outrage on

respectable dealers. Suppose a man comes into one of these

reputable establishments to buy a gun. He has read the adver

tisement of the fraud, and his mind is full of purchasing a " £200

gun for $50," etc.

The merchant shows him a regular $200 gun and names the trade

price. O pshaw 1 he says, I can go to (Defraud <k Skinem's)

and buy one of that very kind and make, (for these advertisers

do not scruple to use the name of noted manufacturers in Europe

in their printed circulars) for fifty dollars. He will produce the

circular, and show the name of the maker and the " A 1," best

gun described at the very low figure named. It is use-less for the

mcrcliant to say it is a fraud as the buyer right away says, O yes,

I understand 1 this is a rival concern. Of course you will run

him down. A man who knows anything about a gun discovers

his mistake after going over to Defraud & Skinem's place;

while one who has more money than brains purchases the cheap

gun, at a high price for it, and goes off chuckling over how sharp

he was, not to let the Honest Dealer fool him. Wo have already

voted that "The fools are not all dead yet," ami so we pass on for

a living example of what paper and ink can do with a cheap

second quality gun.

I purpose to be somewhat like the chap who went out gunning,

and climbed a tree, resting his gun on a limb near a squirrel in

order to shoot him, and when asked for his reasons for such a

Mrange proceeding, replied, he "did not propose to strain his gun

by a long shot." So I purjiosc, instead of going over the whole

circular, which I have from a lio.-ton firm, notorious for this con

temptible practice, to give a photo-lithograph of a part of a page

of a 26 page pamphlet, which will fully illustrate all I desire-

hero to present [See page 268.]
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The victim in this case, if you please to call him so, is the

writer. I sent, for the purpose of investigation, $50 for this

" $200 gun," and I received a gun marked " Henry Tolly," but

not the well-known gun maker of Loudon, who is known as

the manufacturer of the J. «fe W. Tolley guns.

I took this gun to an importer and large dealer in guns, and he

appraised it as selling in the trade at about $35, and says, it is the

lowest grade that h:is all tho improvements, but that in his

opinion it is a low grade Bonehill gun, marked Henry Tolly, and

that ho never heard of any gun manufacturer by this name. Now

this does not matter so much to me, as I do not have time to

hunt, although very fond of it. I shall therefore keep this gun

as an exhibit, in evidence of this fraud, and put it in a safe place,

for home defence. In the meantime, I vouch for the unreliability

of the above circular, for this gun is not in any way "tho highest

grade of a first quality Bonehill or Tolley gun." Tho gun expert

to whom I showed it says it is not " Damascus steel barrels," but

iron. It is " not the match in every respect of any $200 gun in

the country," and is not as described in the abovo circular. In

stead of its being a $200 shot gun for $50, it is rather a $35 gun

for $50.

Some may say, O well, this is only fleecing sports. Not bo fast.

Even sporting men, and those who find pleasure in hunting in

the woods and on tlte lakes for recreation, have rights that even

the fraud should respect. Tho fraud in all these cases is like a

hungry shark, all flesh is fish to his maw, and no matter how

gross the lie, only so the fraud has means to cut a big splurge iu

society, as does the above in Boston.
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CHAPTER XVII.

THE WONDERFUL CALVIN AND HIS DIVINING ROD.

The belief in the potency of the divining rod is as old as hnman

credulity ; its history has formed a subject of the curious research

of antiquarians and students of social development. During the

Middle Ages,* when this " rabdomancy," or divination with the

rod, rose to its height, the willow wand was employed to discover

hid treasure and to detect theft, and even murder.

In many sections of our own country, to-day, the willow wand

is used to find water beneath the ground, and it is no unusual

thing for the credulous Western "prospector" to employ the

same medium in his gold seeking.

While the magic rod is properly a thing of the Middle Ages,

sufficient superstition concerning it lingers to make it a very profit

able instrument for the tricks of the sharper, who is generally

successful with the rod to the extent, at least, of finding treasure

in the pocket of his victim.

One afternoon, not many months ago, there came into my office

a forlorn and consumptive looking individual, who announced

himself as hailing from New England, and now in search of the

great " Calvin ;" also of $213, which had been forwarded to that

gentleman.

This Calvin was a nineteenth century scamp practicing the

roguery which has been the stock-in-trade of his craft for thou

sands of years. Following our custom, we shall let his story be

told by the letters and circulars in the case, as they were furnished

to us by our New England friend.

Calvin had introduced himself and his " profession " by the fol

lowing circular :

* The interested reader is referred to a chapter on the subject in Baring-

Gould's " Myths of the Middle Ages."
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C^lLVI N,

THE WELL KNOWN

ASTROLOGER and CLAIRVOYANT.

 

8 £ if 5 ©9« O

Thirty-One Years Practice

READING HUMAN EVENTS.

rVrenth mnn of a seventh daughter. ll»» the gift •■( fort-night. Reveala

fr"m the cradle to the grave. /'>■•(, I'rrwml, and Fxtmrr. (live* nlvur on

Bo/dorm, Money Matters, Love, Courtship, Marriage, Sickness, Lawsuits,

Traveling. Will interpret dreams; liriu|( together those lung separated ;

' speedy marriages, etc., etc
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WHAT IS ASTROLOGY f

The Study of the Stars. Beading your life history from the position and

aspects of the planets at the time of your birth ; from that position will be

given an ample statement of the disposition and qualities, good or bad ; with

counsel how to modify evil traits of character; with a statement of tho

disease each one is by nature predisposed to ; with advice how to avoid such

results. Full particulars about money matters will be given, and by what

means wealth will bo gained. How to prevent losses by being forewarned

and using caution.

YOUR FUTURE DESTINY CAN BE CLEARLY REVEALED

with as much certainty as the solving of the mathematical problem. It can

also foretell with perfect certainty the result of all commercial aud business

transactions and speculations.

WHAT IS BEFORE ME f

Is the question which, at least in regard to the temporal affairs of life, every

person asks themself. Whether to be successful or not to be, in a vocation,

profession or business ; whether to occupy a high or a low position, socially

aud financially, is the query which every person makes to themself. It has

been said that " every man makes his own cast le—builds himself." But is it

invariably so T Ib it not the fact, on the contrary, that a large portiou of the

human race really find it impossible to succeed, no matter how desirous for suc

cess, or how energetic and untiring they may be in their efforts, or how sound,

apparently, may bo their judgment f

Men, after years of unrequited toil, or unforseen reverses, after wearing

away the best years of their life in a fruitless struggle for wealth, after trying

every means for gain aud advancement which may have offered seeming

inducements to them, find themselves in the evening of lifo with wasted ener

gies and in poverty. Whyf Simply because they, in their self-reliance,

neglected to avail themselves of the advice and instruction which may be

had.

In Love, Courtship, and Marriage, Calvin will prove very ample in his

judgment, whether happy or contrary, and date of marriage will bo given,

with full description of the husband or wife, as the case may be, their disposi

tion, etc. If rich or poor. If to marry more than once. If it would be wise

for any two to marry. If they are by nature suited. Of children, the number,

sex, etc., and whether they will live or die.

All parents should hare the nativities of their children written, for they will

then see what they are by nature suited for, and have a guide to direct them.

OF disease.

It is known to all who have studied stellar influences, that the numerous

diseases afflicting mankind can be cured by observing the different signi-

ficators in a nativity ; the nature of the disorders to which the constitution is
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predisposed may be ascertained; and this fact once known, the care U half

effected.

It is evident, upon a little reflection, that n knowledge of tbeae times (dates

of good and evil) must be of very great advantage to all wlio are wise enough

to have their nativity written. Accidents may be prevented, often illuemand

even dcatli, by l>oing forewarned by a competent professor; if evil threatens,

we can be prepared to ward it off; ou tliu other hand, if good fortune awaits

us, we can be prepared to take the fullest advantage of it.

A person can select a fortunate day fur any important matter, such as mar

riage, beginning business, removals, journeys, signing pa|>crs of importance,

Ac, dec. How often you will hear the remark passed, '• Everything seems to

go wrong to-day V This is when bad aspects are in force, known only to the

astrologer. According to the position of the planets at birth each one is

adapted to a oertain sphere of action—out of that a person will not prosper.

Calvin is the only astrologer in this country who thoroughly understands

the legitimate study of the science, and the sublime mysteries and secret* of

Egyptian philosophers, and who accomplishes the most wonderful phenomena

and results which have never before been attempted nor attained by any other

astrologer in America.

TKanttoNiAiA

Tobokto, Canada.—Chas. Clifford, writing Feb. 20, 1«71, says: No lan

guage which I am capable of using can express the unbounded satisfaction I

have received from a horoscope made out by Calvin: not an incident of my

life has escaped him. I merely enclosed to him my placo of birth, date, and

boor of the day, and sex, with his fee. His prompt r< ply delineated every joy

and sorrow of my past life exactly a* I knew it to have been; at the same

time pointed out the event* of each coming year until death. He also sug

gested the best latitude to locate, and gave me advice by which I could have

the fullest benefit of the accident of lifo. I have often marked out a different

course, but have lxwn invariably compelled to reali/.o exactly what he has

predicted ; therefore, not a single proof is lacking to establish in my mind the

certainty of attral infiueneo over tins life upon earth.

We were always skeptics to the science of astrology nntil the following

facts una to our notice. A lady of oar acquaintance was advised by Calvin

not to take passage upon a steamer for Europe, a* it would be lost. 8he fol

lowed bis advice. The steamer teat lost.—-Vr» Fsrfc Dailf Standard,

Jfsrri, int.

A >oung lady of this city had been deceived by her lover. He refused to

marry ber, and suddenly disappeared. She wrote to Calvin. She is now mar

ried and happy, by following his advice. We also knew a married lady who

had a cruel, di**ipaU<d biu'wiul, who took no interest in his wife or family.

In despair she wroto to Calvin. She panned the coarse he advised. The

husband became a solier, industrious man, and affectionate partner.

Another single young man bad been trilled with and promised a young

lady's band and heart, but was put off and flirted with for over two yoara

18
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and almost gave her up. In his distress be -wrote to Calvin, followed his

advice, and is now happily married to the lady, and finds her a most devoted

wife.—Brooklyn Sunday Times.

It was Calvin that told where stolen bonds and money could be found, from

which information the detectives discovered them, and also traced the robbers,

who were arrested and convicted.

And so on for three more pages, proffering, among other

things, advice upon the following subjects :

Will it be better to change ; what is the condition of an absent person—

dead or alive ; if alive, will they return ; if dead, manner of death ; what

place would bo the most prosperous to locate in ; would a voyage bo safe and

prudent ; will a ticket in a lottery be a blank or a prize ; of lucky numbers;

Bhall I obtain niouey due me ; will I be left property ; if well to muke a pur

chase—will it be a bargain ; will I make money by a trade ; if will gain the

love desired ; if will marry the present lover ; has he or she another lover; if

will gain wealth by marriage ; if will agree after marriage ; will the absconded

wife or husband return ; judgment upon things lost or stolen ; upon disease-

nature of disease ; if can beenred; length of life; manner of death; will I

get over present troubles ; can I prevent troublo in futuro ; will I gain or lose

in law ; have I any private enemies ; shall I prosper in my business ; shall I

obtain the situation desired ; will I be restored to a lost situation ; is the per

son \rortby of my confidence; if well to enter co-partnership; if debts will he

paid; of the success of au undertaking ; and many other subjects too numer

ous to mention.

HISTORY OF ASTROLOGY.

In Adam the knowledge of Astrology appears to have existed by inspiration,

and to him his posterity were indebted for the foreshadowing of those events

by its aid which would otherwise have been locked up ; nor can we doubt that

they were instructed by him in its mysteries.

Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, having acquired the science

among the Chaldeans, when sent by the command of Jehovah into Canaan,

and subsequently into Egypt, instructed the Egyptians in its elements, among

whom it was regarded with popular veneration aud cherished with care for

many centuries.

Among the more abstruse sciences, for a knowledge of which the Oriental

nations were remarkable, no science was cultivated with greater care—wo

might add, intense solicitude—than the science of Astrology. Tho destinies

of men aud of nations have alike been determined in those countries by tho

planetary aspects and positions. If, under tho iron hand of despotism, the

science of Astrology has been diverted from its just and legitimate object, the

error furnishes no argument against its truth.

Astrology is truly an inductive science, founded on an assemblage of facts,

collected together by men of learning and science in all nations and in every

age, from tho first dawnings of Jewish history to the present day ; deduced as
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\
• problem in mathematics, according to a certain chain of cannon, which, from

the ages since the flood, have been found invariably to produce a correspon

dent train of consequences. When the bud is obscured and the darkened

clouds gather in the heavens, we predict that descending showers are near at

hand. 1'pon what data is our prediction founded f U|k>u the time-established

tart, that such appearances arc always accompanied by such effects.

A correspondiug train of reasoning establishes the truth of Astrology.

A CHART OP DKHTUTY

of general events, Past, Present and Ft'TfiiE. Of coming events near at

hand, marriage, affairs of the heart, business, trouble, luck, etc., etc. Written

and sent by mail for #3.00.

SPECIAL NATIVITY

ob important business, or other matters, written for $T>.00.

Plate tbe ter, time of birth, hour of day, if possible. If not, state age sod

place of birth, color of eyes, and send small lock of hair.

Tbe ntmost secrecy is observed in all cases, so that parties may correspond

with tbe fullest confidence, I #*• Address W. Calvin.

Calvin, for $3, furnished a " Chart of Destiny," and for $5 a

Chart on important business, or other matters. Ho required from

each applicant for his clairvoyant advice and counsel a statement

of their "sex, time of birth, giving hour of day, if possible; if

not, time and place, color of eyes;" and further called for "a

•mall lock of hair." The address was " W. Calvin, P. O. Box

So'27, New York City." Wo do not hesitate to give this rascal

the benefit of this free advertising, for ho lias long since been

"closed up," so fur as his address is concerned.

We may add that tho name of this particular class of frauds is

Legion, and that their advertisements are every now and then ap

pearing in country papers.

Well, our New England consumptive friend had been inveigled

into trusting to this fellow $100, sent on for Calvin with his

supernatural sagacity to speculate with, the thought appearing to

have been that tho great astrologer would so foresee the fluctua

tions of tho market as to insure from tho $100 a sjhxhIv and

magnificent fortune. It will be observed, however, that Calvin

loses his powers of vision exactly in proportion to the amount of

cash placed in his hands for investment
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This $100, Calvin wrote, was deposited in an old, safe banking

house, to draw 8 per cent, interest until invested in stocks ; then

he says that he has a trusted friend, a clerk in one of the largest

brokers' offices in Wall street, who is to keep him posted, and is

to specially post him at noon each day. The astrologer adds :

With Iiis and my daily observation 'will keep a sharp look. He tells me

there is no chance this week. I could invest any day by taking a groat risk

of making a large stake, or losing all.

Then he goes on to say, that out of deference to the wishes of

his correspondent, he shall not invest until he is sure of a great

victory. He becomes exceedingly solicitous for the interest of

his new friend : He can find " no sure thing ; but, if his corre

spondent says go ahead, he will do so with the very best house in

Wall Street." He then promises that positively next week there

will be something very grand, as he is going over to spend Sun

day with his friend, and intends to talk all day with him upon

this subject. After giving his victim a long letter upon the

risks of Wall Street, he advises him to try nothing at the present

time, but assures him that he is perfectly right in his view and

about lots of money being made there.

In about a week after this first letter he writes another one :

Friend B. :

Wall Street is in an uproar. I was about trying a call on Rock Island last

Monday at noon, when my friend told me Dan'l Drew had failed and I had

better hold on. • * • I am trying my best, with the assistance ofmy friend,

to watch for sure things, -which you must know are not as plenty as risks.

Trusting a chance will be open next week, I remain, yours in confidence,

W. Calvin.

The next week he commenced his letter :

Dear Sir—I have invested in Wabash at call in twelve days in such a way

that, if I don't make anything, will not lose. Wall Street has partly recov

ered from the last week shock, but my friend says keep quiet.

In reply to this letter the victim wanted him to borrow some

more money and invest on his account, if 6tocks were to go up.

This learned seer and astrologer writes back :
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Now aa to borrowing In New York City, I state, without good security it

is impossible, entirely out of the question. You muat know that no jx-num,

much less a hrokcr, will lend money without security iu real estate or

some merchandise goods.

In this letter comes in the divining rod scheme. Calvin lias

learned from a gentleman that the next Cunard steamship from

London will bring a divining or money rod. He says :

It has been used in the Australia gold fields, and was the only one to be hod

in London. It is a foot and a half long, composted of gold and silver of ele

gant engraved workmanship, and contains quicksilver, etc., mercury and

composition for discovering buried gold and silver or treasure. Ho values it

at $m»» ; they have been sold for f1,000; but as he wants money bad at present,

he will sell it if taken in two weeks at $300, and not a cent leas.

Our New England friend, Mr. B., had written Calvin that he

must raise a certain amount of money by a given time, as he had

some notes coming due that ho must meet.

Calvin in this 6ame letter says:

Now a* yon want to raise the amount so soon, and cannot depend on stocks

in time, and aa I am Just aa anxious to make money, and have faith iu this

rod. if you will agree and say pay fJOO towards it, I will raise the other hun

dred and l>y th rod as soon as it arives and send it immcdiatly to you by Ex

press. Answer as soon as possible as we may lose the chance. If you decide

to do ao I will of course call the $&K) of the broker aud get the other hun

dred. Voura, W. Calvin.

M Dear B." replies at once, asking if the astrologer had given

up the stock business. He also advises Calvin that he must

have the money by the 20th of that month, and that he must got

it out of the stocks and return it to him. This letter evidently

made Calvin feel that his man was getting a little anxious. Now

in all these schemes, in order to make them successful, the fraud

must keep his victims in good humor, and not let them become

impatient

Calvin writes back the next day that he has not given up the

Stock business, but he only made the suggestion about the rod as

he supposed B. wanted the money by a certain date, which now

looked almost impossible.

That b why I proposed about tho divining Kod. Yon muat by some way get
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an extension and get it as long as yon possibly can. Yon have a cnrious

ideas of stock one can often make more than $700 in a few days, but this is

by chance. No man can do it at a given or set time.

After explaining the difficulties of operating within any set

time in "Wall Street, he tells him again, in this same letter, that

three things are open for him to do :

Either, you mnst get an extension, or get the divining rod at once, or take

the risk in stocks. I may get a little money to secure the rod ; that is, so he

will not sell it to another, but I could no way raise the #300. You say, get it

and send to you. You must have a strange impression of New York people.

Why they would not trust you or me with three cents.

This last expression is undoubtedly so near the truth as to have

surprised Calvin if he had realized it. I have no doubt that he

unconsciously and unwittingly told the truth when he said, " No

one in New York would trust him with three cents." He then

goes on to say :

I have no man to go $300, only $100. I would have to borrow that of a

poor sister that has no more. I never have more than $10 to $15 at once my-

mill*. Merely live from hand to mouth.

This letter he signs, " Yours in confidence."

B. writes back directing him to collect the first $100 and

return to him.

Calvin at once replies that he has called the first hundred dol

lars, which has made twelve per cent, profit, but this, he says,

was invested on a sure thing with no risk. But, that if he had

taken a little risk, he might have made $500. He then says that

he was going to send the $12 to B., only that he did not under

stand his last letter. B., in this last letter, wanted to know abont

his being a professional astrologer, and if that business did not

help him ; saying he supposed of course he possessed peculiar ad

vantages on that account, for investing money. Calvin writes :

But you must remember I have some of the sharpest men, that ever lived,

in Wall Street to deal with. Some the very Satan themselves, and it would

need all the power of mortal man to compete with them.

He then comes back to his favorite theme, and says :

I have borrowed all the money I could get $20, as times arc very dull here,
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and paid it on the Divining Rod. It will be here to-morrow, Saturday. Ho

will keep it for us until tlie fintt of May, but I fear no longer, but the Inouey

will be returned if ho sells it to uuothcr. He nays others are after it.

It also appears from this letter that our consumptive friend had

been investing in the In<iustri;d Exposition Company's bonds and

also with Pendleton & Co., and had lost money by each.

Calvin also finds it necessary to professionally discipline him,.

and tells him :

Ton are governed by a power of not following good advice- at all times, and

taking others you should not. You have not done as I have told you in

everything, there are others who have influence over you. The Centennial

year is not altogether favorable to you, if you once get through this year, ail

will be different. You do not have the strong faith you should have, to<

make the rhurm work. It would be better for you in another locality further

East, say in Maine.

It was evidently growing uncomfortably warm for Calvin.

The old excuses that he had made from time to time did not

seem to satisfy Ids customer ; he therefore recommends a change

of air and scene, and a more remote distance from Xew York

City for his customer. In the next letter that B. writes, he de

mands $100 by the following Thursday.

Calvin writes back that he supposed he had arranged for an

extension, and that everything was fixed, and tells him that he

cannot raise the $100 except by losing a lar^u amount. But a

happy thought comes to Calvin :

The Dividing Rod is here, arrived Inwt Monday.

It is a One piece of work. He wuthed to know for certain If I would take it

by the 1st, aa them was a snre sale for it, and he could get tO<M) at Philadel

phia to use at the Centennial. I told him I was certain, and thought I could

pay him some more money to-morrow, or Monday. I fool now sure, if I bad

not paid (he |UJ on it, bo would have hacked out.

It seems from B.'s letter to Calvin, that ho had a debtor who

was pressing him for a claim ; and that was why ho must posi

tively have some of his money back by a given date.

Calvin sympathizes with B. and tells him

I really feel sorry for your Rituation. I have tried the best I ran. As I told

you before, New York has some of the sharpest uieu iu the world. 1 have been
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in London and all parte of tbe old conn try, and have seen mncb of men, bat I

tell you, with all my experience, and knowledge of human nature, this New

York, particularly Wall Street, beats them all. Why if you closed your eyes

for a moment, some one is ready to take advantage of you. A person with

money, they appear to smell it, and all go for you like sharks; but I bare got

along pretty safe so far and expect to get through yet. I place dependence

upon the Divining Rod. It looks valuable and wonderful.

Mr. B. writes back an urgent letter for his money, which draws

forth a very prompt reply from the Astrologer. He commences :

Dear Sir : The worst week yet in New York, no one will talk business, all

are wondering what are to become of things. Wall Street in the same boat.

Men who have been dealing there for twenty-five years, say they never seen

anything like it, so awful dull.

Then Calvin is forced into a position, that he would have B.

feel is exceedingly unpleasant to him, and yet he is compelled to

take it. Pie says :

I shall have to take some of the money by next week Monday to pay on tbe

Rod, as the man is getting uneasy, he don't seem to have much faith that you

will take it, and is anxious to go on to Philadelphia. I will try my best to

get $40 or $50 by Monday. If not will have to take some to keep him quiet

for a few days. It is now getting most time to look for a buried treasure, as

they will soon begin to dig or plow up the ground, aud some one else might

discover it. I think if I wus to offer $250 right down next Monday, that I

could get the Rod ; but am sure not after that.

Sincerely hoping for some thing to chango next week,

I remain yours,

W. Calvin.

The next week he writes to B. telling him that he has closed

one of the contracts ; but would lose if he closed the other before

to-morrow. That he has paid $30 more on the Rod, and thinks

he will bo able to forward it Friday by express.

The next day he 6cnt a postal card informing B. " that it would

not be ready to-day for express, expects to to-morrow, Saturday,

making all the haste possible." It then runs along four or five

days, and the rod is not shipped.

B. is getting exceedingly nervous, so he sends a postal, and

Calvin answers informing him " that the Bod will positively be

Bent within two days."
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On the date mentioned the great load of responsibility is rolled

off the shoulders of tlio astrologer; tlio Rod is secured ; lie "did

not sell it to tho Philadelphia parjy; but it was packed in a

wooden box, and shipped by Adaina Express." This letter con

tains cautions about giving this Rod tender care, as it was easy

to get out of order.

Calvin having wound up these affairs, and thinking that ho

now has tho $213 secured, thus writes,

I do sincerely hope and trait you will havo tatter lack with it than we

have—in stock business. If there is any gold or buried treasure, you cau

rertaiuly find it, with this Hod.

lie then informs him, tliat stock business never was so dead as

during tho past six months, that very few people were dealing in

them, and that thsre would be no chance until after the Presi

dential election, for any profitable business in stocks. lie there

fore gives B. advice, and as he is an astrologer and foretells

future events, it is fair to suppose, that ho knew what ho was

talking about.

The astrologer writes :

Now yon most stick to the Rod, don't make a confident of any living soul

at Marion. Uo moonlight nights, and early every morning, Ix'furo any one is

np and aronml. You must try different localities, burying grounds, and also

particularly near the salt water. Persevere, don't give up too easy, as you do

with some things. If at any time you wish to sell the Rod, I have the address

of two parties, one in Pennsylvania and one in Ohio, who will buy it; but

dam't girr it up. I have spent considerable time, and wish to make something,

aswcliasyoa. Our only hope at present is the Rod. I'oa mutt not let on,

prrmm tr or handle it ifpot'iblf. If any one by arddrnt, tkould trr it, you •konld

not t.ll tkrm trkat U it for, uutk* up a •< irtf of iom« Hud. If any part gets broke

or gets out of order, it should be attended to at once. There are four rings

fsstened to it. I)o not know what they are for; but they come with it, and

U best to let them stay on. Hope to hoar of the safe arrival of it, and be*t of

lark. I remain your friend,

W. Calvix.

Tho directions are as follows:

piKRcnoNs roa vnxo TOT ROD.

Most nse it with great care, keep the quicksilver ball at bottom of Rod.

always covered, except wbeu testing. The ground should be soft ; if not,
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make a hole with a stick, about the size of the Rod about a foot deep, then

put the Rod down about half, holding your thumb over the open cut near the

top of Rod when testing. Allow it to remain in the ground from ten to

twenty minutes ; then pull it up, removing the thumb from the open cut near

top.

If there is gold, silver, or any metal, within three feet, the ball at bottom

of Rod will be nearly, if not covered by small sand or earth. Also a red

murker will show in the glass indicator in the open cut, near the top.

If tb.3 gold, silver, &c, is considerably deep, not over twelve feet, there

only will be a few particles on the bottom of the ball. If to one side, the

same will show the side or direction, then you must tost in that direction. If

none sticks to the ball, then there is no gold, silver, or metals buried, and you

must try the going about in another place.

Where the ground is very soft, merely rest the ball of the Rod, on top of the

ground. In marshy, swamp, or water not over the top of the Rod. You can

test by having a narrow rubber bag over the Rod. If treasure is beneath, it

will affect the quicksilver through the water, and will show by the indicator

at the top of the Rod. Tho ball at bottom of Rod is glass and contains quick

silver, and other compositions. Must be careful not to break it, as would be

difficult to repair.

In seeking, or testing for buried treasures, you may discover some soon, or

may occupy considerable time to do so. You must prepare not to be too easily

discouraged- I* *QUJ was the caso might as well not look. You must stick to it,

and if you make a strike, keep it eutirely to yourself. If there is any gold,

silver, or metals buried, with this rod you must surely find it. It may be

done immediately, it may take months, but will be sure in end.

Tho rings on the Rod ; I don't know much about, only that they was on it,

and the string that holds them on it sealed, so they mast be meant to remain

there.

Clean the whole Rod after testing. Keep it in a dry place, when not using.

Yours,

W. Calvi.v.

This rod, which is now in my possession, is evidently made out

of a round brass or gilt stair rod, about eighteen inches long, with

a little bulb at one end, and a little open cut, about an inch and

a half long on one side, and about three inches from tho upper

end. Inside of the rod, there is a glass tube fitted under this

opening, and the contrivance resembles somewhat the tube and

opening in a carpenter's level. On the other end is another little

bulb fastened in, sealing the end of the rod. Upon this are fast

ened four brass rings, such aa are usually sold in country stores,

for about 25 cents apiece.
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The poor consumptive was as badly chagrined on the receipt of

this rod, as is the party who gets a box of sawdust in return for

hi* money. Nevertheless, he tries this rod, but without success.

His correspondence, however, does not disclose whether ho went

by moonlight, or of a very early morning, lie also omits to say

whether he went in the "swamp, or the sea shore,'' or in a

" graveyard, or among the rocks of Massachusetts." Suffice it

to say that the rod did not work.

He consulted the astrologer again. lie must have been very

expeditious about it, inasmuch as the reply we quote was written

within six days after the rod was shipped. The astrologer evi

dently saw something in the future. His corresjjondent was

anxious to come to New York and consult him personally. That

would never do, for the astrologer; he could readily foresee that

his fat would be thrown into the lire. Therefore he writes :

The man I bought it of, U very willing to go down, and work it, moat too

willing. I dont like tho idea of letting another into the secret, would rather

romo down myself, if I could stand the journey. I am very sickly, and rant

stand much traveling. Have had one Paralytio atroke and two more would

finish. I am consulting the Doctor about it. Bualncsa ia very poor with me,

cannot advertise any more in tlio weekly paper, and tilings havo run down

very bad with me.

The astrologer then moums his condition. Ho tells B. that he

is very jx»or; very few friends in the great "hard harted city."

With all his poverty and bodily infirmities, the astrologer has

suffered another very severe blow, that has caused him much

anxiety. The cause of all this additional trouble ho explains in

the same letter :

The man that owned that Rod once by accident saw one of your letters, I

carelessly left on bia table some three woeka ago, but whether he aaw your

address or not, I am not anre. I remember he asked me If that letter waa

from the person that wanted the R>d. I told him no. Now he may come

down to your place without mo knowing it. If he abould, should be beat

to have nothing to do with him. He offers to work the Kod, and go shares,

bat be knowing it so much better than ua might take advantage.

He then discourses upon his feeble condition, but expresses his

ready willingness to como if ho is able ; but ho fears—
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Being oat at night, or before the Son is up, might not work with me. Will

see my Doctor, in the mean time.

After this letter, the next that poor B. learns of the astrologer

is told in a letter, written evidently in the same handwriting as

all the others, giving the sad intelligence that

The Astrologer has finally succumbed to an attack of Pneumonia, and is at

the present time at St. John's Hospital not expected to recover.

The writer concluding :

I am a friend of his, but know nothing of his business. If he gets well, he

will go to his former home, Pulaski, Ky. Yours truly,

Iza G. Baker.

The next tidings, however, that B. gets, comes in the shape of

a postal card about three months after it, informing him that the

astrologer had left the " hard harted city," and had gone no one

knew where, but—probably up Salt Lake, or some other place

not far from New York City.

B. discovers at last that he has been outrageously swindled out

of his money, and then writes to Baker, demanding a settlement.

Baker, alias the astrologer, informs him, that Calvin is a bank

rupt, that his business is closed up, that his debts amount to

over $300 to different parties, besides $400 of borrowed money ;

that he, Baker, has been made the Assignee, and is trying very

hard to get something out of the business, but sees very poor

prospects. That Calvin is somewhere out West, but where he

knows not. This was in August.

The following October, B., being determined to discover some

thing, again makes a demand upon Mr. Baker (alias the Astrolo

ger) for return of his money. He is then informed :

That Mr. Calvin is traveling in Illinois lecturing on Spiritualism and Test

Mediums. I forwarded your last letter, and he wrote me he would answer

early in October. I will write to-day and see that he does so at ouce. You

may expect a letter, from some part of the West, from him in a week or ten

days.

About a week after this letter, the last communication from

the great Astrologer was received.
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IIU genius lias departed in his weak and feeble state. lie had

traversed the State of Ohio, to find the man who would buy the

milling Rod, but he failed to find any trace of him cither dead or

alive, although some of his cousins informed him that they

thought he was in Canada. He also appealed to the person at

Philadelphia, but received no answer. He then is forced to

admit :

Everything work* against me this year 187C. I would willingly do any

thing I could for yon, aa God is my Judge, but tho evil spirits have the best of

me at present ; but still I don't give np hope some day of mastering him, and

be what I once was. If I had means I would come and soe you, and try and

remedy the past. I must keep away from New York, as my creditors would

arize body and soul, if they could.

I hope and pray, that some future time, I may be able to rcaume the old

relation with you, of confidence, honor aud trust.

What ever has come over mo T At times I fail to see the future proapecta

that even the most common placed person could do. But this miutt change

f»r the worse, or bettor. I cannot go on in this manner, aa death will end it,

Even my memory fails me, as I cauuot at this time recall what I told you.

Perepiration must have poured from tho brow of the great

Astrologer, as ho further continued in tho agonizing strains fol

lowing :

Oreat God that it would come to this—a mind that has been complimented

daring the past aa mine has been, by some of the best |ieoplo of America!

Bat so It eeema. Friend 1)., it is uwlrss for me to pmuiiw, liut my inten

tions are, to do you justice if in my power. I am powvrluts now. All I can

aay. Yours truly,

W. Calvin.

The prime objoct of Calvin's circular was—evidently to get

the $3 or $5 which ho charged for his chart, or for his advico

upon business matters, and then when he should be consulted upon

tho investments of money by some poor ignorant countryman

who had more money than wits, he would by such representa

tions as he made in the letters in the abovo case, prevail upon the

victim to send his money to him for investment It is presumed

that this wrecked Astrologer, this great mind, this towering



mreilerr -je ?rJ. -vsuisnitr res' tie W-sass. Pairre. -it ese tiat

je -lite marurssi n» u""1 jzui ]& scIL , omcie ohl ae ereda-

>iaH ones.

A* i ier.-util v, tie ic*:1^. •w? lrpemi tie f:iL:j"»ta*^. -viaea has

•^,ciii -.-. ;>tr 3i-Ci« S2i« •»-•£ /:g t2.e ic«:,re. "V-.^ aeoer v*i feii

t.. * 7 r^r^r 'n'sT. tjj-.. ies^ire lie -g:i:ea.—-g -c^ie ■:£ tie J»~ ":<r

*iii_-^a* * I>=ar FrieJi>:_~ tjl 21. c iiv=~c ii i_s vires. A««np»-

r.~>_j- -"- ~* wir* *e*rinl ri^'ij -ir!TLjr«. string f .rti tie rr.errts

..c "T"..e "X'rari"* ^".cilerril O-'-Lzec"" prus; 3«*l, ami ~TLe

Grea: B".«.k 'jt tie Arc." price ii;-vi=e Z'.v.

We i--;iiJi far :*-,;c C.i>ii ibi recovered, with a vengeance!

Ireax TiT7T-^-TVi brip^ac I.ik <>f yior ti. hope, kaoocnem. isbunn.

wre-en* aa<i tiz in» prjwr.^ iu been m.trr^I ±2ii nearly hro&*n not by face

alr.oe Vn by y mr waas «f asc^i kai»jHi^t. ym hare b«m vainly warsnms

3 Seetni^ bn'-* -« of lix b«u«i track. I; is f>r me to reveal the realities of

j'»or »io> Awtisy. H»w to gam tie zreiKst wish of toot life—To succeed

—To tri-iSipa o-«r yocr enemies. To oocaia that which m-*§t rightfully

\i*W,-az* to y-vx. i£.>G*y or property. To prevent dUappotarmeara—To avoid

!<••« ar.d <i.rSrr-.:ty—To find lost or stolen thin**, to reveal coming events, eon-

eKTTiitiz yvorvlf, of love or marriage, troab>. sickness, Ac. Ac Tbvr Chmri

tf Jjtxtmj written lor 30 omit. Special Nativity |L

Toms Truly

W. Caivrs.



CLINTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL INSTITUTE. 387

CHAPTER XVIII.

THE CLINTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL INSTITUTE.

On the 22d of July, 1873, there was filed in the County

Clerk's office, New York City, what purported to be an Art of

Incorporation of the " Clinton Medical and Surgical Institute."

Any person who will take the trouble to examine the original

copy on file, will find the names in the body of the Act, and as

signed by each individual to be, save in one or two instances, in

the same handwriting as that of James Bryan, and the signatures,

aside from II. M. Bryan (supposed to bo his wife), are his aliases.

Indeed, notwithstanding that Bryan was examined under oath, as

to his knowledge of the existence of his associates, and fellow

directors, yet with his help, we havo been unable, up to the

present time, to find a single one of these celebrated M.Ds.

And the Notary, who thus certifies to the execution of this

instrument l»eforo him, by these parties "known to him," was

not able a short time after they were supposed to have l»een in

his presence, to describe or identify a single individual.

crnnrirATK or incorporation or nut cuxton medical and scroical

INSTITUTE.

To all to whom these present* shall cotno or may concern.

Be it known, that we the undersigned Robt. E. Bell, M.D., W. Draper, JID.,

John Harvey, M.D., Martin Dntton, H. M. Bryan, Edgar Tremainc, M.D., J.

Bryan, M.D., E. Woods, M.D., E. II. Worthlngton, Ml)., B. Welles, MP.. E.

Welles, M.D., and G. Humphries, M.I)., have tliia day associated oursclvca

together and have funned an association or society in pursuance of the pro

visions of an Art of the Legislature of the State of Now York passed April 1.',

l"l", entitled An Art for the Incorporation of B'nnvolcnt, C'liaritaMo, Helen-

tide, and Mlaalonary Societies, and the Acta amending the aame and applicable

tlierrto and for that purpose, have made, signed, and acknowledged this cer

tificate in duplicate oa follows :

Krtt. The name or title by which thia society shall be known in law Is,

"The Clinton Medical and Surgical Institute.''

Strand. The particular busincaa and oljt-ct of sneb society la the scientific

and medical treatment of the poor and needy for all chronio diseases by aide

and skilled physicians, upon, the plan pursued in Institutions of a similar
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character in Europe and the advancement of the study and treatment of such

diseases.

Third: The number ofthe trustees to manage the affairs of the said society

shall be twelve, and the names of the persons who shall be such trustees

during the first year of its existence are Eobt. E. Bell, M.D., W. Draper, M.D.,

John Harvey, M.D., Martin Dutton, H. M. Bryan, Edgar Tremaine, M.D., J.

Bryan, M.D., E. Wood, M.D., E. H. Worthington, M.D., B. Welles, M.D., E.

Welles, M.D., and G. Humphries, M.D.

Fourth. The principal place of business of said society shall be the city of

Now York.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto Bet our hands and seals this

twenty-fifth day o£ October, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one.

Robert E. Bell, M.D. [seal.] J. Bryan, M.D. [seal.]

W. Draper, [seal.] E. Wood, M.D. [seal.]

John' Harvey, M.D. [seal.] E. H. Wortiunoton, M.D. [seal.]

H. M. Bryan, [seal.] B. Welles, M.D. [seal.]

Edgar Tremaine, M.D. [seal.] E. Welles, M.D. [seal.]

Martin Dutton. [seal.] G. Humphries, M.D. [seal.]

Sealed and delivered in presence of

Henry Purdy.

State of New York, )

City of New York, )

Ou this twenty-fifth of October, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-

one, before me, James L. Dayton, a Notary Public in and for the State of

New York, duly commissioned and sworn, dwelling in the city of New York,

personally came and appeared, Robert E. Bell, M.D., W. Draper, M.D., John

Harvey, M D., Martin Dutton, H. M. Bryan, Edgar Tremaine, M.D., J. Bryan,

M.D., E. Wood, M.D., E. H. Worthington, M.D., B. Welles, M.D., E. Welles,

M.D., and G. Humphries, M.D., all of whom are to me personally known, and

known to me to be the persons described in, and who executed the foregoing

certificate, and they severally acknowledge the foregoing certificate to be

their act and deed.

In witness whereof, I have herewith subscribed my name and affixed my

seal of office the day and year last above written.

Jas. L. Dayton,

Notary Public, N. Y. Co.

I approve of the above certificate, and consent that the same be filed in the

proper office,

New York, Oct. 2G, 1871. George E. Barnard.

While some lotteries start under the pretence of furthering

the educational interests of the State in which they are conducted,

this Institute proposes to make it its "particular business and
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object to scientifically and medically treat the poor and needy of

all chronic diseases," and names the " twelve trustees " (Bryan's

alia*es) to manage its affairs. Each fraud proposes some charity

as its apology and defence. It is a great help to their Counsel in

case of an arrest, to be able to say to the Jury : It's an outrage to

interfere with educational interests, or the charities of the poor

and needy, by arresting the philanthropists who manage these

institutions. Let the reader keep in mind the interests of " the

po r and needy " as they consider how this institution was run by

James Bryan and Ids " Trustee " Aliases.

It may be supposed that tho first duty of this Board of Trus

tees, was to provide an asylum or hospital for the " poor and

needy." What was actually done, was to take possession of the

dwelling, No. 147 East 15th street, New York, and to hang out a

sign of " The Clinton Medical and Surgical Institute," upon the

front.

The next move was to advertise. This was done on an exten

sive scale—through newspapers, by circulars, and books.

It will bo observed that Bryan aped the names of celebrated

physicians, trading on the known reputation of such men as

John Harvey, deceased, of England, Dr. Bell, of this city, etc.

In order to advertise successfully, he aj>cd tho name also of

the very reputable publishing house of E. P. Dutton & Co. on

Broadway, issuing a flaming circular, advertising an obscene

book called " Things You Ought to Know." Price $1.00. Trade

supplied by Martin Dutton & Co. To further impose on tho

public and this reputable firm, ho secured an office near by, and

it was tho constant annoyance to E. P. Dutton & Co. that led

first to tho arrest of his agent for selling this obscene book, ad

vertising tho bogus Institute.

This book contained about 400 pages, edited by " Prof. W.

Draper, M.D.," and before tho Introduction had one page of

advertisements devoted to " Tho Clinton Medical and Surgical In

stitute," of which is said:

Tb«m U no dleeaae or condition known to the medical profession bat that

can be overcome and cured at OiU linlitutiou. No conaolUtioa fee required

10
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in the General Department. The suffering of either sex are freely invited.

The physicians employed are all gentlemen of acknowledged experience and

ability * •

Dr. A. J. Parks, now of Trenton State Prison, sentenced

for conspiracy in the Lewis Will Case of New Jersey, was for

merly one of these " gentlemen of experience."

This book was subdivided, and represented the different de

partments of this Institute. One chapter was a lecture to men,

and represented the department for males, " Robert E. Bell, M.D.,

Consulting Physician." The next chapter represents the De

partment for females, and a lecture by " Dr. John Harvey, mem

ber of the Royal College of Surgeons, England, and Medical

College, New York, and for forty years accoucheur and Consult

ing Physician."

At the end of each of the above chapters were certain articles

of an unlawful character advertised for sale, and an invitation to

address either Drs. Bell or Harvey in whichever department

they appeared.

Another chapter on " Love " was presided over by Madame

Lucille Demarre. Here again were numerous articles advertised

for a devilish purpose, and the purchaser must address " Mad.

Lucille Demarre," or " Lucille Demarre & Co., Station D, Bible

House, New York."

We give one of the newspaper advertisements of Bryan's alias

as Mad. Demarre :

LOVE AND MATRIMONY.

The affections may he gained by following simple rules, and all may marry

happily without regard to wealth, ago or beauty. Address with Stamp.

Madame Lucille Demarre,

Bible House Station, N. Y.

In the Female Department, Hours for Consultation were from

10 A. M. to 4 p. m., and all correspondence must be addressed Dr.

John Harvey, 147 E. 15th street.

Agencies for this wonderful book, the product of this Board

of Trustees, could be obtained upon application to " Martin

Dutton & Co., Station D, New York." The book could be had

of Martin Dutton & Co., 737 Broadway, New York.
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Now, let a lady call at this institute for treatment, anrl inqnirc

for Dr. John Harvey, and Bryan, or one of his tools, would appear

as Dr. Harvey. If a man called for Dr. R. E. Bell, usually Bryan

or Parks would respond. But if any person should send a re

gistered letter for any of the infamous articles of crime, that thia

Institute advertised, these letters would be received by Bryan,

and a receipt signed ; he signing himself one day John Harvey,

the next time Robert E. Bell, M.D., Lucille Demarre it Co.,

Martin Dutton, or any of the other names under which he

largely advertised, to wit, " Edgar Tremain," Dr. Benoni, etc.

This " Board of Trustees " used to receive quite a largo mail at

one timo, and there are a large number of these letters on the

records of the Post Office Department in which he lias repre

sented himself to be the different individuals named. Bryan

was at last himself arrested and indicted in the IT. S. Court

for sending this obscene book through the mails. At the time of

his arrest the Institute was in full blast. He had a book about

1H inches long, and corresponding width, of about one thousand

pages. This book liad a clasp which would lock so that it could

not bo opened without his key, and in this book he kept a list of

the cases that were brought by his advertisements to his Institute

for treatment. If his clerks are to be believed, the majority of

those cases were young men ; " and when once a statement of

their case had been made, their names were entered in this lx*>k,

and then a certain sum each month exacted of them for treat

ment. They were in many cases also warned that their case was

very desperate, or threatened with exposure to their friends."

This book I personally examined, and there were hundreds of

cases there where the fees varied from $5 to $50 per month.

One employee told mo that one day this celebrated Board of

Trustees (J. Bryan) was putting up a prescription for a patient

There were two bottles—one for external and the other internal

use. He said he spoke to the Doctor {I) uot to get them mixed,

and he laughingly replied : " That would niako no difference, as

they were both alike."

On searching the house, we found many varieties of circulars.
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used by Bryan in his former schemes, as he was forced to testify

to on a certain suit he brought against the author, which is

referred to further on.

After Bryan's arrest, he set himself to work to crush the one

who arrested him. There was one thing that he and the other

frauds and smut dealers have long sought for, and most zealously

plotted and conspired to accomplish, to wit, revoke my com

mission as a Special Agent of the Post Office Department, and to

blacken my character so that I would not be believed. In this

attempt Bryan found many ready tools, so long as his money

lasted.

A PLOT

was well planned and quietly carried out to a certain extent to

ward effecting the desired end. One move was to prefer charges

against me to the Postmaster-General. Accordingly, the follow

ing paper was prepared by Bryan, and by being taken around

by a person known to most of these gentlemen (a man named

Brinckerhoff, who had himself been secretly carrying on through

the mails an unlawful business, and who had been arrested and

indicted therefor), and another an advertising agent, Geo. E. Perry,

the signatures were obtained, signed, as most petitions are, with

out being read, but signed on the word of the party who brings

them.

charges to postmaster-general ceesswell.

[Copy.]

New York, Feb. 9th, 1874.

To the Honorable John A. J. Cressweix,

Postmaster-General, Washington, D. C. :

Sir—We, the undersigned business men and merchants doing business in

New York, beg to call your attention to a most shameless and flagrant abuse

of power delegated to one Anthony Comstock who is acting in the capacity

of a Post Office Detective in intercepting letters in transit, mailing letters

with forged postmarks, sending bogus registered letters, and in other

respects by unwarrantable proceedings bringing discredit upon the Postal

Service and distrust in the integrity of Post Office Officials.

This officious intermeddler, whose antecedents are very questionable, claims

to derive his power and authority from the Postmaster-General at Wash

ington.

We doubt the fact of his having any such authority. We believe that he
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fama shamefully nnd, in many instances, maliciously, and for personal Ruin,

far transcended any supervisory power that may have been given liim in

Washington for legitimate purposes.

We do not believe that it waa the design of tlio P. M. G. that this man,

Comslock, should convert hia quasi authority, if such be baa, into a means

of black-mail, of tcrroritim, and immense protit to himself.

We regard the course of Anthony Comstock in meddling with the mails as

set forth, as an outrage, without warrant of law, and unparalleled in Um

history of the Postal Service.

The tani|KcriiiR with the correspondence of business firms has driven a great

many from the mails to the Express Companies, who have been coui|>elled to

order ail moneya hitherto sent by P. O. order and registered letters by

Express, greatly to the detriment and loss of the service.

We, therefore, most re.H|iertfully remonstrate against a continuance of auch

interference and meddling with private correspondence, which in all countries

is held to be sacred and inviolable.

(Signed) 8argiwt, Stcdlky Sl Co., 88 Park Place.

SkwaHD St Co., 18 Dey street.

Siiki-ahd <t DUDLKY, 150 Nassan street.

A. 0. ShaTTUCK, Wi Nassau street.

McKisson St Bobbins.

Hall St Rcckf.l, 218 Greenwich street.

Wm. F. Kidorr A. Co., 83 John street.

F. Paturkl St Co.

ClIAS. H. CRITTKXTOW.

Caswkll, Hazard St Co.

An envelope waa annexed, containing cards, and addressed :

Cards of the Business Finns whose Signatures are attached to reroon-

stauice.

Some of these gentlemen told me afterwards that they were

deceived as to the contents of the paper, understanding it waa

but a petition to modify the laws ; that they took the word of

the party who brought it for it, and did not read it It was repre

sented at that time that the law prohibiting the transmission of

ol**-*'nc matter through the mails, interfered with reputahlo

drujgrist*. This was one of the lies of the enemy to enlist ro-

•pet'tablo men on their side.

This document was annexed to the affidavits of Bryan and two

or three of his tools, and taken to Washington by Bryan per-

tonally.
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But this was only part of the plot. There was another part

that had heen held back for about a month by the connivance

of some one in the Sheriffs office. About a month previous

a warrant had been issued for my arrest on a suit by Bryan

for $50,000 damages for false arrest. This warrant was held

back till the other arrangements could be perfected, when, as

soon as everything was in order and Bryan ready to start for

Washington with his charges against me, I was to be arrested

and locked up. But he counted without his host. Kind Prov

idence had the cause in its keeping, and had raised up warm

and true friends to stand by me, and at once, as soon as I could

send them word, they furnished bail for me.

The next day the Associated Press sent out from Washington

that I had been arrested and that the above charges had been

preferred against me to the Postmaster-General. A loyal friend

at Washington sent me a copy of the papers. I shall ever

cherish the memory of the kindness shown me by this true

friend. Never once did he doubt me, nor turn from me, and

while life lasts, his name (C. Cochran, jr.) will be one, the men

tion of which, will ever strike a tender chord in my heart.

The following extract from the Sunday Mercury of March 8,

1874, will disclose how matters appeared before the public :

THE DOWNFALL OF COMSTOCK.

Serious charges were submitted to the Postmaster-General to-day against

Anthony Comstock, who, acting as a special ageut of tbe Post-Office, has

been operating under the obscene literature Act. The leading drug mer

chants of New York City present a memorial, signed by Caswell, Hazard &

Co., the GcodyearEubber Co., C. L. Shepard & Co., and other equally

prominent firms, reciting that their mails and business are interfered with

by this man Comstock, that their letters are detained by him, and that the;

are constantly annoyed by decoy letters and other tricks to entrap them

into a violation of that law, and their trial and imprisonment for offences

manufactured for them, and that the oppression practiced upon them has

finally become so infamous that they appeal to the Department to be pro

tected in their rights as citizens and merchants under the laws of their

country. Several affidavits accompany the petition from various parts of

the country. One druggist in Baltimore says, this agent is constantly en

deavoring to make him commit a heinous offence by mailing him bogus and

decoy letters. A Postmaster iu New Jersey swears that one of these decoy
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letters, purporting to have been mailed anil registered in liU office, vu

uc\rr there at all, and thut the indorsements ii|kju it are misleading,

t'otnatock baa already been arrested and held to bail in New York, and will

probably be dismissed from the service as soon as the Postmaster-General

can examine the documents. The. Postmaster-General is justly indignant

at the conduct of Comstock, whom ho appointed at the request of the Young

Men's Christian Association, and says, that an officer of the Government

baa no right to detain any letter duly directed and atam|ied. The Depart

ment has boon heretofore greatly embarrassed by Comstock and his law.

With this copy in hand, I visited the. reputable ones on tho

list, and was at onco furnished with tho following, which was

duly published in the daily papers at the time :

HKTRACTIOX.

New Yobi, March 12th, l!ff4.

Mb. Axniomr Comstock:

Ikvr Sir—Our attention having been drawn to certain articles in the

Washington telegraphic conv«|Kiiideiico of the Sunday J/<r< unj and Sunday

tt'trld of the Pth iusL, hereto annexed (here the said articles were annexed),

it gi\es ns pleasure to say that the charges made in these articles are al»-

aolutrly false, so far as we are concerned ; and the paper signed by us was

not ss repiesented in the alxtve articles, and was done upon a misrepresenta

tion as to its import and nse. And we distinctly desire you to understand

that we have no part or lot with James Bryan (or any of bis agents) in

whose Interest it appears the petition signed by ns was used. And the pe

tition, when presented to us, was not accompanied by the affidavits annexed,

as when sent to the Postmaster-General. And we assure you of our hearty

sympsthy in the good work in which you are engaged, and shall favor every

irgal ineaAuro used to crush this nefarious business and bring the offenders

to Justice.

Caswell, Hazard & Co., 8k.wari> &. Co.,

SlIKTARD ot Dl'KLKT, McKlSftoN i. KoBM.XS,

Wat V. Kiudkk oV. Co., Hall &. Hickkl,

And others.

"When it was discovered that I had not been incarcerated, these

men interested in crushing mo were almost besido themselves

with rage. My bondsmen were each served with letters contain

ing charges too gross to print here, in order that they should 1ms

influenced to surrender my bond.

When they learned that their trick was about to bo exposed by

the retraction of these rvputablo firms, and the repudiating of
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the man Bryan and his crew, then they were very fierce, and the

following letter was sent to the Postmaster-General hy Bryan's

counsel:

Office of Andrew H. H. Dawson, Counsellor at Law,

(Boom 18) 231 Broadway,

New York, March 14, 1874.

My Dear Sir—Anthony Comstock will present you with a retraction, signed

by several firms, whose signatures you will find affixed to the petition or

memorial sent you requesting his removal. How do you suppose he got those

retractions f I will tell you : By bullying cowards, wheedling fools, mis

representing facts, and threatening men made timid by avarice with law

suits.

These facts, I am informed, -will be established before you by affidavits.

He would go to one man and tell him another had retracted, and still an

other intended to retract and that if he would not, he would institute no

suit against him for libel, and in that way got retractions when it is not

true that the retractions he said had been made or promised, were mode

or promised or could be obtained under any circumstances. ••••••

Ho writes a letter to a druggist for a fomale syringe. It is sent per mail.

He then prosecutes this druggist, as he has done in twenty instances, for

■ending through the mails, etc. ••••»»•

That any man could lend liimself to write a letter so full of

open malicious falsehoods as this, 6eems incredible. Yet this

man did. He was doubtless well paid. But that does not justify

such a monstrous attack upon any man's character. There is

not one word of his charges true. These lies are made out of

whole cloth, and he knew them to be false. But he was de

fending a medical monstrosity—a whole Medical Institute and

board of trustees, concentrated, boiled down and distilled into

one individual, and that person a dealer in obscene and unlawful

matter. Although this lawyer has since repudiated Bryan in my

own presence, still that does not justify him or any person, in

making such gross assaults upon a man's reputation and good

name, in an underhanded and secret manner. The man who will

falsely attack a man's reputation and endeavor thus to rob another

of his good name, I consider worse than a highwayman.

In order to counteract the effect of this tissue of falsehoods, I

copied this letter and sent it to some of the gentlemen in question,



CLINTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL INSTITUTE. 297

and received back in reply a number of letters, denouncing the

statements as untrue.

One firm writes :

We etui say this without any reservation, that if any man charges that

we have born bullied or threatened Into any coarse by any person, such

tkargr it a falttkood. • • •

Another says :

Tour 2nd with quotations from the Perry &. Bryan party at hand. We

•imply have to say there is not ono word of truth in them as fur as we are

concerned. We signed the first paper presented by Mr. Perry because of repre

sentations ms«le by him, which wo understood to bo that you iuteri 'epted

letters in transit, ami acted os a Post Olllce spy. Upon investigation we

found they were not substantiated by the facts, and that we had uninten

tionally done you an injustice, and were only too glad to coiro t it by un

conditionally retracting the first ]>a|M-r. The lawyer on Perry's side, whom,

we think, represented himself as a consiu of the Postmaster-General, called

on us and made statements which we' knew to bo untrue, and talked in such

a manner, that we declined to hold any conversation whatever with bim,

which we presume is the reason of his usin^ tlio gentlemanly Utmjuagr you

quoted.

We came to the conclusion and told him so, that we considered him and

his whole party engaged in a business that we did not consider reputable.

We remain,

Yours respectfully,

C. H. A. Co.

These letters proved a quietus on this particular conspiracy to

crush the one who dared assail in a legal manner the unlawful

business of this Institute.

One of Bryan's confidential clerks informed the writer that

Bryan's receipts for ono year were more than $30,000. That ho

used his money to some purpose is proved from the fact that ho

never was tried ; and it has Itccn more than intimated by one

of his counsel, that he paid $1,500 to one individual to effect this

cecajw from the meshes of the law.

ANOTHER PLOT.

But he had too much money to yield tho point. IIo and his

friends were not to rest without another effort. This was to be a

National movement.
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The following account of the story is gathered from the letters

of one of Bryan's agents—a poor man with a large family, who

much needed employment, and yet who would not do a mean or

dishonorable thing. The story as told by this man is as follows :

Circulars were sent out, and blank petitions to be signed, in

which Congress was asked to repeal the Act which requires a

proprietary stamp on manufactured articles. It was supposed,

that almost every manufacturer and merchant would sign such a

petition : and in this way it was hoped that many thousands of

names might be collected, without exciting any suspicion. These

names, once collected, were to be annexed together and attached

to the following petition :

PETITION.

Baltimore, 20th March, 1874.

To the Hon. John A. J. Cressweia,

Postmaster-General, Washington, D. C.

Sir—We, the undersigned, business men and merchants, doing business in

this city, beg to call your attention to one ANTHONY COMSTOCK, who is

acting as special detective in the Postofflce.

We respectfully remoustrato against the power given this man, who is

writing or causing to be written lettors, as decoys to entrap the unwary into

the violation of a law but few have any knowledge of, and by his unwar

ranted proceedings, bringing discredit upon the postal service.

We do not believe that it was the design of the Postmaster-General, that

this man should convert his authority into a system of terrorism, and im

mense profit to himself.

We believe such supervisory matters as is entrusted to said Comstock

should be left wholly to the police, where it properly belongs, and not to any

irresponsible special agent, whoso highest ambition is to effect the greatest

number of arrests, the incentive being profit, while he is shielded and protected

by the Government, in his lawless and predatory incursions throughout the

country ; and we respectfully remonstrate against its continuance, for we re

gard the course pursued by this man as an outrage, and unparalleled in the

history of the postal service.

Efforts were made in other cities, and this scheme was designed

to be made so sweeping and extensive, as to leave no chance for

escape.

Accompanying this petition was also sent the following circular,

for distribution, to create public sentiment against me :
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[circular.]

From tiik Act passed by Congress, i.v 1873, for Tax Suppression op

OliSCKNK LlTKKATl'llE.

Skctios 148.—That no obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture,

paper, print, or other publication, [open or covert, of a vulgar or] (of au)

indecent character, or any article or tbiug designed or intended for tbe pre

vention of conception, or procuring of abortion, nor any article or tbiug

intended or adapted for any indecent or immoral use or nature, [nor represent

ation teuding to tlio corruption of youth,] nor tiny irritUn or printed card,

circular, book, pampklrt, adrcrlinrmrnl, or uotUt of ang kind giring information,

dirrrlly or indirectly, ahrrr, or hoir, or of irhom, or by irhat main* either of thr

iking* abort mentioned mag be obtained or made, nor any letter npon the enve

lope of which, or postal-card u|k>ii which, scurrilous epithets may [have been]

(be) written or priuted, [or disloyal devices printed or engraved,] shall be

carried in the mail ; and any person who shall knowingly deposit or cause, to

be deposited, for mailing or delivery, auy of tbe hcrcin-Ucforc-mcntioiied arti

cles or things, or any notice, or paper containing any [open or covert] adver

tisement relating to the aforesaid articles or thiugs, or any person who, in

pursuance of any plan or scheme for disposiug of any of the hercln-before-

mentioned articles or things, shall take or cause to be taken from the mail,

any letter or package, shall be deemed guilty of a [high] misdemeanor, aud,

on conviction thereof, shall, for every offence, BE FINKD N< >T LESS THAN

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOB MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND DOL-

LARS, [WITH THE COSTS OF COURT,] OR IMPRISONED AT HARD

LABOR N<JT LESS THAN ONE YEAR NOR MOKE THAN TEN YEARS,

OH BOTH. AT THE DISCRETION OF THE JUDGE.'

.Wr—Your attention is called to the above law, passed ostenslvely for tbe

purpose of SI'PPRCSSIXO TIIK DIKKVSIOX orOBSCKNR UTXRATt'RR, but in fart,

it 1$ a blow at Ike ritah of 1'nbUtker; Pkytician$, Drnggut* and otker Mcnkanti

tkromgkout tki country.

Under this law, there is not a Fhysielan or Druggist in the United States,

who cannot be arrested, convicted, and sent to Stole Prison.

Re«d it carefully, and Judge for yourself. Um'cr it, one of the most respect

able Druggists of Massachusetts has been convicted for selling a box of

Female Pills, of the merits of which he knew nothing. Also a rcn|iectable and

worthy young man, a clerk only, for selling a female syringe, aud this man

was In jail eight mouths previous to trial.

[This Massachusetts man Mas sending Dr. Harvey's pills for

abortion through the mails. J

• The parts marked [ ] they added for effect. They an not in the law, bat

it was, and is, an infamous fraud.
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There is not one Druggist in one thousand, not one Physician in ten

thousand, and not one Merchant in fifty thousand, who has ever read thia

infamous law ; and when it is remembered that this law was framed and

passed by Congress in order to give Anthony Comstock a fat berth, the in

dignation of the people throughout the Union cannot be restrained.

Over one hundred prosecutions have already been commenced in various

parts of the country by Comstock, who probably has been months in ensnar

ing his victims by decoy letters, and when the case goes to trial, his testi

mony alone convicts ; the accused party not being allowed to testify. Con

viction is sure to follow arrest, because the evidence is ex parte—only one side is

heard. The decoy letters and the syringe, or even a circular or price list sent

by mail, is all that is necessary to send the victim to State Prison.

The Postmaster-General has given this Detective, Comstock, a roving

commission, and his territory is co-extensive with the Republic.

The Druggists,* Medicine Dealers, Physicians, and others are everywhere

aroused to a just appreciation of the rank and palpable injustice of this law,

and are forwarding to their respective Senators and Members of Congress, as

well as to the Postmaster-General, copies similar to each other, embracing a

remonstrance and petition asking for the dismissal of Comstock, and for an

amendment to the law which shall read, iu substance, as follows:

" And be it further enacted, That any porson who shall purchase, or cause

to be purchased, or offer to purchase any article designed or intended, or

adapted to prevent conception, etc., or who shall write or cause letters to be

written and sent by mail, asking for such articles as are embraced in the in

hibitory clauses of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor,"

etc. (Section 148.)

Let every man who feels the full measure of outrage and oppression sought

to be inflicted upon innocent, unsuspecting men, throw every energy and

every power, and all of his influence in crushing out any puling parasite,

moral excrescence, or sneaking spy, who can through his infernal decoy-letter-

method, send to State Prison men innocent of any intent to violate

THE LAW.

One of Bryan's agents and tools sent the following letter to a

prominent gentleman in Minnesota :

[copy.]

Sir—It is especially expected and requested that parties in Minn, will

promptly forward a strong document to Senator Windom who is alone re

sponsible for the appointment of Comstock, whom he never saw and never

heard of.

Make the noble Senator feel the keen edge of public sentiment in your

State. Resp., W. E. Starr.

* No respectable druggist or physician has ever complained, or had cause to

complain, down to the present moment.
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In otic instance, this man, who was employed to secure signa

tures and other assistance, writes:

For this work, I am to be well paid by the representative* of thin city of

the Clinton Medical College of New York. [There was a branch of this Insti

tute, both in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York and other cities, whose

founder Dr. Bryan you arc said to know.]

I do not like the work, nor anything of the kind, but I am poor, I have a

wife and four children, aud they are now and hare been sick for nearly the

whole winter. I have been out of employment for nearly two years, and

while I have seemingly consented to do this work, (for money to buy bread

and medicine with,) I feel it my honest duty to notify you, at once, of effort*

bring made to injure and remove you.

This man was immediately employed by me to secure all the

facts of this last plot. He did his work well ; so well, that,

notwithstanding all the efforts of ilio enemy, they most signally

failed.

One letter from this man discloses the fact that Bryan had

been on to see him, and had told him of his "interviews with

Postmaster-General Cresswoll and Senator Windoin (who repudi

ated him), and others," and of the employment of lobbyists in

Washington, who were to be hired for a certain amount of

money to serve the vile purposes of this "alias" board of

trustees. From this same source, we learned that high officials

in Congress and in the Departments at Washington and officials

in New York City, were Bryan's friends, and wonderful and

positive results were to be expected.

Hero again, man proposes, hut God disposes. Tho Ono who

•peaks to tho wind and wave, and stays their course with tho words

of His mouth, was able and did say, "So far, and no farther!"

and beyond that point, neither man nor devil could pass.

These charges being basely false and untrue—tho venom of tho

slanderer—I had nothing to do but go straight forward in duty's

path. I found that path safe and secure then, as well as many

times since, and to young people I say, do not bo moved by wliat

men may say or do; neither tho curl of tho lip, the contracting

of the brow, the sneer, the secret stab, nor tho open slander, can

harm any person who, being in the right, trusts in God and goes
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straight forward. Let the slanderer alone ; there will be a reac

tion if you perform your duty.

Have you enemies ? Go straight forward and mind them not

If they intercept and obstruct your pathway, walk around them,

and do your duty to God regardless of their spite. Have a char

acter and principle so firm, that every person cannot mould you to

their own will and liking. I remember reading somewhere of

one who, being surrounded by enemies, said : " They are sparks

which, if you do not blow, will go out of themselves." If you

stop to dispute, you add fuel to the fire, and encourage those who

pursue you ; for nothing pleases the slanderer so well as to feel

that what he says has touched or affected his victim.

There is somewhere a beautiful poem, entitled,

"what makes a man."

A truthful soul, a loving mind,

Full of affection for its kind ;

A spirit firm, erect, and free,

That never basely bends the knee ;

That will not bear a feather's weight

Of slavery for small or great ;

That truly speaks from God within ;

That never makes a league with sin ;

That snaps the fetter despots make,

And loves the truth for its own sake ;

That worships God, and Him alone,

And bows no more than at His throne,

And trembles at no tyrant's nod ;

A soul that fears no one but God,

And thus can smile at curse or ban—

This is the soul that makes a man.

After the failure of their first plot, there was another trumped-

up charge in the Supreme Court of New York, and I was again

arrested on a suit, by one Crempian, for $25,000 damages, on a

similar charge to that made by Bryan, for false arrest. This suit

was promptly dismissed, and I had the pleasure of hearing the

Court say that a warrant ought never to have issued.

In the Bryan case it was different. Counsel desired to make a

similar motion, but first we examined Mr. Bryan before trial.

Here we proved, out of his own mouth, sufficient, so that, on his
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own examination and showing, on the 14th day of October, 1874,

the Court gave judgment as follows :

Judge Donohuo says :

JUDGMENT OF COURT.

It seems to me a fair result to reach, from the facts presented by the proofs,

that the so-called Clinton Medical and Surgical Institute is a myth, and that

the persons whoso names arc used by It as '• Doctors" are also myths. None

are produced, nor the whereabouts of either exposed. Under such circum

stances and the nature of tho publications emauating from the supposititious

parties named, it seems to furnish prob:il>lo grounds, for the defendant and

those acting with him, to make all reasonable attempts to break up the system

thotie names covered, and by means of which names the business sought to be

prevented conld lx> carried on; and it seems to mo that nothing was done for

which there was not probable cause. The motion to vacate the order of arrest

is therefore granted, with costs. ,

This is all the vindication any man needs.

An amusing examination it was ! Yet it was painful to see tho

manner in which this man squirmed and writhed under tho ques

tioning of my counsel. He seemed to have a terrible attack of

forgvtfulness, but a homeopathic dose of his circulars, as issued

by him under his various aliases, imparted enough of vigor to his

memory to enable us to nx each of his vile advertisements upon

him, and prove his various infamous schemes.

He testified that he was then about 56 or 57 years of age, that

he waslwrn in England, coming to America when he was about 30

years old. After a short residence in this city he went to I'tica,

where ho resided about two years ; thenco to Rochester in 1 *49,

where lie believed ho resided ten or twelve years.

While there he undertook to counterfeit Mrs. Winslow's Sooth

ing Syrup, and was brought up with a sharp turn by tho original

proprietors. A reference to this case will Imj of interest here.

The facts are taken from tho reported case in Barber's State Trial

Reports, as follows : " Curtis v«. Bryan."

Bryan had imitated the trade-mark of " Mrs. Winslow's sooth

ing syrup," and had scoured tho same shaped bottles and similar

labels to the original. Suit had been brought to restrain this

infringement by Curtis Bros., and Bryan, to justify tho Use by
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him of the name " Winslow" in connection with the article,

claimed that a variety of soothing syrup prior to 1843, called

"Window's soothing syrup for children," was manufactured,

prepared and sold by John M. Winslow, a druggist of the city of

Rochester, and that printed circulars bearing the name of such

medicine had been extensively circulated ; that he purchased the

formula of John M. Winslow, who was the original and first

manufacturer.

The Court said :

" I am entirely satisfied that this claim of the defendant, under the proof in

the case, is wholly unfounded and is fraudulently put forth. In support of his

claim the defendant (" Bryan ") distributed a circular signed by John M.

Winslow, and purporting to be subscribed by the Mayor and City Attorney of

Rochester, the County Judge and District Attorney of Monroe County, and

by several druggists of the City of Rochester." * * •

The affidavits of these men were filed, and each swore that the

use of their names was unauthorized, and that it was a fraud on

the public. John M. Winslow, in his affidavit, repudiates this

trickster, and the Court made the injunction permanent. Thus

we have him branded officially as a fraud as far back as 1867,

and to-day he lives and flourishes upon the revenue derived from

the sick and suffering whom he deceives, by his pamphlets and

circulars distributed on the street and otherwise.

The reader can imagine his position when he was asked to

describe the appearance, and whereabouts of these different " M.

D.'s," who composed the Board of Trustees of his Institute :

As a specimen chip we give a part of Bryan's examination,

taken from the stenographer's notes, concerning his own standing

as an M. D. :

Q. I}id you ever graduate at any medical college t A. I have. Q. Where t

A. I decline to tell now ; it is not pertinent. Q. I ask you where f A. I do

not think it is necessary to ask anything of the kind. Q. Where did you

graduate t A. I do not think I need answer that. Q. Why do you decline to

answer? A. I do not think it is anything in this case. Q. That is not for

you to judge, you can refuse to answer on another ground. A. My first

diploma that I had was from a Birmingham College in England. Q. Where

was that college T A. In Birmingham, England. Q. What was the name of

the college T A. That I forget now. Q. Where is your diploma f A. It has

been destroyed. Q. Who were the faculty of the college T A. I do not recol
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Let now. I was a student of one of (ho parties oonnoct«d with it. <J. Did

yon ever graduate from any oilier iustitution f A. I have been examined nu<l

have my diploma. Q. For what f A. I have been examined for a College in

Havana, Cuba. Q. Do yon speak Spanish T A. No, I do nut. Q. Did you

go through any rourso of studies at this College in Havana f A. I did not.

<J. How did you obtain this diplomat A. By examination. Q. Who

examined yon f A. Dr. E. Gonzales. Q. What wiut the name of the college f

A. I do not know its exact name ; it is a Spanish name. Q. What year were

yon in Havana f A. I have never been in Havana at all.

This man Gonzales was in Bryan's employ, and run the Phila

delphia branch, and had but a short time before absconded, as

15rvan testified, with his money.

But Bryan was not to be put down so. He had a fertile mind

for schemes, and an elastic conscience for swearing, if his owu

testimony is to be believed.

ELECTIC COLLEGE.

Q. That la the only college you ever graduated from f A. Tea, I have

another from the Pennsylvania College. <J. What college is that f A. The

Eln-tic College. Q. Who were the preceptors there f A. I cannot rail to

mind. Q. Did you pursue a course of studies there t A. I did not. Q. How

did yon obtain your diploma f A. Ily examination. Q. By whom f A. By

two college graduates. Q. (Jive me the names t A. Dr. Park is one and Dr.

Saunders; an honorary diploma.

Andrew J. Parks was the full name of Dr. Parks, and he was

then in Bryan's employ at the Institute, while Saunders had l>een

sent from hero to take charge of the Philadelphia Branch, at 249

South 13th street, after Dr. Gonzales had absconded.

This examination covered over one hundred pages of legal cap,

and is a sworn medical curiosity. But what must tho world

expect when a 12mo Board of Trustees and whole Medical Insti

tute undertakes to swear himself through at all hazards.

But this was not done to answer the slanders he had uttered,

nor punish his plots and conspiracies. It was a blow necessary to

show up this scoundrel, and protect tho sick and afflicted from

the impositions practiced upon them, and secure cvidenco suffi

cient to break up this Institute.

In face of their opposition, wo began another suit in tho Su

preme Court at Albany, through the Attorney-General, which

90
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resulted, on the 25th day of January, 1877, in the following

judgment :

Supreme Conrt of the State of New York, by Judge T. E. Westbrook. " *

" It is ordered, adjudged and decreed that the paper writings purporting

to be certificates of incorporation of the defendants (Clinton Medical and

Surgical Institute), filed in the office of the Clerk of the City and County of

New York, on the 17th day of July, 187:!, and in the office of the Secretary of

State ** * are and each of them is fraudulent and void, and that they and

each of them be cancelled, annulled and discharged in each of said offices."

"And it is further ordered and adjudged, that James Bryan, one of tho in

dividuals whose name is affixed to said certificate, his agents, servants, and

all persons acting for or with him, be and he and they are perpetually en

joined and restrained from further exercising, or assuming to exercise the

powers or franchise of a body corporate nnder said certificate, and from pub

lishing in the State of New York, any notice, circulars or advertisements, un

der the name of the Clinton Medical and Surgical Institute, or in any manner

holding himself or themselves out to tho public, or representing himself or

themselves to be the said body corporate described in said certificate, or the

agents thereof, and from using or causing to be used said name, ' Clinton

Medical and Surgical Institute,' in any manner whatsoever as a body

corporate."

It was worth all it cost of time, money and personal feeling to

accomplish such victories for the suffering and sick.

Let it not be supposed that this is the only concern of like

character in the land. They exist everywhere—not always

incorporated with a " board of twelve trustees ;." but an office, a

sign and a title "M. D.," and the name of some reputable

physician, backed by the flaming advertisement, the little nasty

pamphlet, or the more imposing looking book, to laud the

quack—these dens to aggravate the suffering, to rob the 6ick,

to extort from the timid ones, are in every city almost, and

their advertisements flood the country.

Read on page 321 what the Illinois State Medical Conven

tion says of the advertising Doctor, at their last meeting at

Chicago.
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CHAPTER XIX.

THE QUACK.

Health.—Of all the blessings of this life, none exceed in value

good health. Without it, the capacity to enjoy life is imperfect.

Wealth, position or friends, without good health, cannot bo

enjoyed to the full measure that one in perfect health realizes.

Pain, disease, or the weaknesses that follow in their wake, de

tract from the enjoyments of life, and the luxuries of the rich

only serve to ease and comfort the afflicted. A robust frame,

a strong constitution free from hereditary disease, is a fortune

that enables us to extract to the full the pleasures of earth, and

is a strong help to a cheerful, useful, Christian life. The mathe

matician cannot compute its value, neither can you collect

treasures enough to purchase it. It it invalttablt. A young

man may realize his fondest dream of a successful business

future, and yet hereditary disease or the results of wrong living

may, either of them, embitter his life so that he would gladly

exchange all his possessions to Ikj freed from pain, or restored

to health.

Thousands of people, scattered throughout the land, are to-day

suffering from ill health. No city, town or luunlet in this

broad country can say, ''sickness and pain are unknown here."

Not only this, but it is almost equally true that everywhere

those who are chronically ill may bo found. There are also

many, many young people who, because of a lack of j>n>|>er

training in childhood and youth by their parents, or, more

properly, from lack of any training, liave been led into practices

that have enervated their Inxlies and brought weakness and

disease. Of these ills the youth dares not speak to his nearest

friends. Ho shrinks from allowing his most intimate friend to

know or suspect his trouble. Oftentimes these are simple

troubles to which, if the right remedy were applied, sjiccdy

restoration to health would follow ; but, neglected, soon run into
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a chronic disorder that causes the victim to become more and

more loath to consult any one, even his family physician.

There is a vast army of invalids that are moving to and fro

throughout the land in search of health. Boiling, sulphur and

mineral springs are visited, sanitariums are crowded, the most

skillful physicians in all parts of the world are consulted, mil

lions are spent annually in search of health. " O ! to be well

again I" is the plaintive cry of the sick and afflicted in all lands.

What man can engage in business and expect to compete with

the active men in trade with a broken-down constitution ? Who

will plan for the future with the despondency that conies from

a diseased and weakened body ? A body racked with pain, or

distorted with inflammation, is no help to business or pleasure.

As the shark swims about among the smaller fishes in the sea,

only to seize and devour them ; as the panther lies low upon the

limb of the tree awaiting the approach of his victim to crush the

life out of him ; so

THE QUACK,

by his lying advertisements and worthless nostrums, traversing the

legitimate channels of trade—the newspapers and mails—comes

upon these suffering and afflicted ones, not only to deceive and

heartlessly rob them, but to add to their sufferings. What would

be thought of the man or woman who should invite a starving

and famished person into some luxurious home and spread a

table before him, and when the dishes were uncovered they

should be filled with bits of coal or stones ? or when a man was

drowning, should throw a rope to him while struggling in the

water for life, and then, when he had seized the rope and was

nearly saved, should let go the rope and stand coldly by and see

him drown ? Or again, where a "house was on fire, and the

women and children were rushing down stairs for their lives, and

some wretch should close the door of exit and prevent their

escaping? And so we might goon imagining heartless and cruel

things to the end of the chapter, and we could picture nothing

more heartless, more relentlessly cruel, than these ghouls and

vampires who prey upon and rob the sick and afflicted. By
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lying advertisements, worded in most deceptive manner, con

taining most flattering "references" (of cases that never existed),

and printed often in respectable newspapers, these creatures

deceive and curse the sick. Curse is just the won], it is none too

strong. To deprive a sick person of proper medical care by

false promises and inducements, to give them nostrums that

aggravate disease rather than relieve, or to have an ignoramus

occupying the place of the learned physician by the side of the

patient, is more than a curse in my judgment.

The question comes hero very properly, Is a newspaper justi

fied in publishing advertisements of this character, that enable

these unprincipled scoundrels to increase and aggravate the Buffer

ings of the afflicted ? When a gentleman engages in a newspaper

enterprise for the sake of a livelihood for his family, does ho enter

some mystic circle, where he is justified in lending his position of

influence, and his medium of communication with the world, to

aiding and abetting the thief, the gambler, the quack, or indeed

any law-breaker ? But the argument is, Well, it pays. We run a

newspajn-r to make money. If wo don't take this some other

paper will, and this kind of advertising pays the best, and so wo

Uke them ? The question then comes, if people are deceived and

robbed by tho advertisement in reputable papers, and the thief

pays f«>r tho advertisement out of money so obtained by him, are

the publishers yxirfiVv//* criminh, and do not these resjx'ctable

gentlemen at the head of newspapers so advertising for the

lawless plunderer, share with him in the spoils}

What would be said of the man who should go ahead of an ad

vancing army, and burn houses, pillage property, and assault

women and children, rendering them houseless and homeless, and

should argue in his defence, Well, if I did not some one el.-o might f

Have not tho credulous—those who are honest at heart, who think

no guile, some rights that even tho publisher of a newspaper are

bound to respect ?

Surely, such a mighty medium, power, and agency as tho en

lightened press of the nineteenth century in free America, otuzht

not to become the tool of the villain, the vampire nor the ghoul,
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to rob the simple-minded, honest laborer ; or oppress, curse, and

destroy the sick and afflicted.

What I have said above, are general remarks, applying to the

large army of "quacks" who advertise as "M. D's," often under

assumed names, and who send their high-priced nostrums, to the

great detriment of the suffering.

THE QUACK.

The bogus " broker " calculates upon the speculating proclivi

ties of his intended victim, the lottery dealer upon the disposition

to gamble, and the watch and jewelry fraud on the lust for gain.

The quack counts on the desperation or the eager hope of re

covery of those who are afflicted with disease.

He is perfectly heartless. He devours the substance of his

victim, as the hawk, pouncing upon the dove, devours its defence

less prey. The quack lives upon the deceit and lying he can

practice upon those who are seeking relief from suffering, cure

for disease and restoration to health. Upon such he palms off

his worthless and high-priced drugs.

The medical quack lures his victim into his clutches by means

of advertisements, which are often so skilfully worded as to de

ceive the very wisest. He sometimes employs the name of a re

putable and distinguished physician, who is perhaps dead, and lie

often goes so far as to assume this name himself. He has a " specific

for every ill human flesh is heir to," a remedy which is always suc

cessful, even where the most skilled practitioners have signally

failed to effect a cure. As lias been seen, the quack has a broad

field for the prosecution of his unholy work—a field as broad as

the weakness and suffering of the human race. He preys on the

victims of incurable diseases, and levies his taxes on the weak and

broken. All is fish that comes to his net. He is infallible in his

treatment, and bottles up magic cure for everything, from pimples

to cancer, from corns to consumption.

With the advertisements of these peculiar frauds every reader

of these pages is only too familiar. They confront us in our

newspaper ; they are thrust upon us in the street ; the mail brings
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them, and the fences, rocks and bill boards arc eloquent with them.

We had not thought to reproduce hero a quack medicine adver

tisement, but the other day we came across a circular which is so'

unique even as a medical pamphlet, that we publish a portion of

it. It is a Massachusetts production, and sings the praise of a

pill:

a mil, history of dr. m 'a fatiikr. also showino how tm»

WONDERFUL MKDIC1NK WAS BROUGHT INTO USE.

 

The oli] gentleman, who ia on a v i - . i , having a llilile In hia hand, a» you eee

in the above plate, la a perfect likrncaa of the father of tho celebrated Dr. II.

You would not take him to l>e over aixty or aixty-flvc, yeara oltl. lint yon

will be aiirprised, when told that thia fine-looking old gentleman «w ninety-

flte yeara old the 'Jot h of Xnvrmher, I"I7. On the 19th of the lutine month,

h« roile, and drove himaelf, thirty-live mile*, in order to apend the birth-day

of hia ninety-fifth year with the doctor ami hia interesting family. He ia all

i lttriiH Ij rirh man, with an income of aliout live hundrrd thousand dollara,

aanaally, and the owner of a number of fine, elegant abipa, which aail in dif

ferent dtrectiona to every part of the world.

A number of yeara ago thia good man waa very alck. lie had right of the

moat celebrated doctor* to attend him both night and day. With all their
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All this happened some years ago. It would not be hard to

imagine a sequel to this preposterous story, something as follows :

how the manufacturer of these pills has long since annexed the

West Indies to his factory, utilizing the entire annual sugar crop

in the preparation of his 6ugar coating; how he has won the

gratitude of the whole nation, having practically solved the

Indian question by setting the savages to work gathering the

"various roots and plants," and how the good old gentlemen

still lives, hale and hearty (he will bo 128 years old next Novem-

her), and still sends out his " elegant ships " freighted with car

goes of the priceless pills, " in different directions to every part

of the world."

But no member of this fraternity of rogues is so flourishing,

and none is so merciless and so infamous, as the quack, playing

upon the hopes and fears, the confidence and the despair of

those who are the victims of their own unwitting errors, of in

herited evils, or of the fruits of an immoral life.

Modern society is not wholly pure ; and the results of private

and social impurities are everywhere present. Those who suffer,

whether from ills they are morally responsible for or not, un

wisely hesitate to seek the counsel of trusted friends, or even to

put themselves into the hands of reputable physicians. Such in

dividuals the quack marks for his prey. They read his adver

tisement, invest in his worthless wares, subject themselves to his

blackmailing, and in the end are in a worse condition than before.

I have known instances where young men have thus l>cen

blackmailed out of hundreds of dollars by these parties. One

young man from the South was mulcted to the sum of $1,5<m>,

when, if he had gone to his own Doctor, he would have lx-en

cured for as many cents.

"free dodos."

One or two instances will illustrate the methods of those who

advertise to trrat yimng virnfree.

Tin's notice is constantly apj»earing in the rural press in differ

ent parts of the country :
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MANHOOD RESTORED.

A victim of early imprudence, causing nervous debility, premature decay,

etc., Laving tried in vain every known remedy, has discovered a simple means

of self-cure, which he will send FREE to hia fellow-sufferers. Address J. H.

REEVES, 43 Chatham St., New York.

It will be observed what this fellow Bays of himself. Is it once

to be supposed that any decent man will have so little self-respect

as to thus proclaim his own shame ? No. Who is J. H. Reeves?

A man named T is the person who stands back of this ad

vertisement, claims all mail matter, and receives the proceeds.

If you have marked what he says of himself and pays the news

papers to say to all the world, we will look a little further into

his practice of medicine. In reply to a letter sent for this " free "

prescription, what comes ? The person who answers tliis adver

tisement receives a circular headed, "Startling Disclosures—

50,000 Young Men Going to Premature Graves Annually in the

United States," and setting forth the merits of an infallible pill.

It concludes : " If you have been robbed by quacks, let it not

deter you, before it is too late, to send three dollars at once, and

get Prof. D.'s Mechanical Cure and Life Pills."

Thousands of people bite at this advertisement, and in return

are doubtless badly bitten.

The following is the bait which accompanies a descriptive cir

cular :

Office of J. II. Reeves,

P. O. Box 3290. 43 Chatham Street.

New YORK, July 26th, 1880.

Dear Friend—Yours is at hand. In reply would say I spent $1,500 with

various quacks and impostors, and am determined to break up their swindling,

and provide nervous sufferers with a simple means of cure. I send a descrip

tive circular of your disease. Read it carefully, and if afflicted enclose me

the price of Prof. Dupont's Mechanical Cure and Life Pills. I paid the follow

ing named quacks from $3 to $00 each, viz. : Ogdeu, Inman, May fair, Brugman,

and Jacques & Co. They all failed to give me the least relief. I was ad

vised by a former sufferer to try the Cure and Pills. I paid $3 for them, and

after using them a few days, I began to recover rapidly, and gained in weight

about 50 pounds in three months.

Being desirous of aiding my fellow-sufferers, 1 have made arrangements
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with Prof. Dupont to furnish bia Core and Pills at coat Price. The knowledge

of doing good will bo ample reward for my time and trouble.

Now, my afflicted friend, do not despair. You can be cured. Try tbU

remedy I beg of you, and you will ever give thanks to the Mechanical Cure

aud Life Pills.

Very truly yours,

J. II. Reeves.

Poor sufferer, he was in a deplorable condition, if what ho tells

of himself be all true. I should prefer the reader to believe

what he says of himself, sooner titan think for a moment that his

pills are safe for a brute, if sick, to take.

If the three dollars, however, is not forthcoming, a letter is

sent as follows :

Office or J. II. Bkkves,

43 Chatham Street.

P. O. Box 2290. New York, April 96, 1880.

fttmr Sir—Not hearing from you aince sending descriptive circular of Prof.

Dnpont'a Cure and Pills, 1 fear you thought the price t-\ too much or that they

would not cure. You have my deepest symputhy and I am bo positive they

will cure you, I offer now to aend them on the receipt of $.', you send Valance

when cured. If not cured after a fair trial I will refund the 8-- I can offer

nothing fairer and ainccrely trust you will accept. There ia nothing to lime

and all to gain aa a cure ia certain. Neglect it and all may be lost.

Your Friend,

J. H. Beeves.

44 Your friend ;" that's rather taking, isn't it ? and note the deep

interest this poor victim of self-abuse takes in those to whom he

•ends his circulars and who do not bite quite quick enough to

satisfy his thirst for gain ; and so ho reduces the price one third.

Just imagino a doctor calling voluntarily on a sick person, and

saying, "Now you take this prescription, and I will reduce my

charges one third as an inducement ; I want to mako something,

and if I cannot get three dollars, why I will take two.*'

Leaving this case, let us now look to another specimen of

these parasites. Many of these quacks assumo to Ihj returned

missionaries, who liavo discovered ]>otcnt remedies in foreign

lands, and thus clothing themselves in the garb of an universally

revered class of men, these miserable creatures practice their

nefarious wickednesses. Rank s]wcimens of this class are the

men who advertise under the name of
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EEV. JOSEPH T. INMAN, BIBLE HOUSE.

There is no such person as " Rev. Joseph T. Inman ;" no trace

of him can be found. A man named Allison runs the business.

His advertisement is familiar :

A CARD.

To all who are suffering from the errors and indiscretions of youth, nervous

•weakness, early decay, loss of manhood, &c. I will send a recipe that will

cure you free of charge. This great remedy was discovered by a missionary

in South Africa. Send a self-addressed envelope to the Eev. Joseph T. Inman,

Station D, New York City.

An application for this " free of charge " remedy is answered

by a circular, prescribing the following compound, called Corrassa

Compound :

RECIPE.

Extract of Corrassa Apimis, ... Eight Drachms.

Extract of Selarmo Umbelifera, ... Four Drachms.

Powdered Alkermes Latifolia, - - Three Drachma.

Extract of Carsadoc Herbalis, ... Six Drachms.

Mix well together in a mortar, then put the mixture in a box and keep it

covered, or wrap it in paper and cover with tin foil to exclude the air. For n

dose, take about half a teaspoonful of the mixture, and moisten it with a little

cold water in a glass or cup, then add about two tablespoonfuls more of cold

water, or just enough to enable you to take it down easily. Take the medi

cine at night before going to bed, and in the morning before eating. If you

wish to sweeten it, you may add as much sugar or syrup to each dose as may

suit your taste.

REMARKS.—The above named herbs, so remarkable for their healing

qualities, are found in the great valley of the Amazon, and through most of

the valleys of the South American mountains. Their wonderful medicinal

properties are known to the Indian Medicine Men, and also to some of the

learned Missionaries from Europe, who reside in South America.

This particular combination of remedies is called the Corrassa Compound,

taking its name from the first of the four medicines which compose the recipe

when it is ready for use.

Then follows the

CIRCULAR,

Giving an account of How I Discovered the Corrassa Compound.

The great number of inquiries addressed to me by the public and the medi

cal profession for information about this great remedy, makes it necessary for

mo (in order to answer them all) to x'rint a short account of its discovery, and
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the remarkable cure mode by its urns in my own case. When at college I con

tracted (through ignorance) tbe baliit of Masturbation, or Self-Abuse, which

wril-nigb ruined my health, and doubtless would have brought mo to an curly

grave, if it had not been for the providential discovery of tins medicine.

Before I left college, a friend, who suspected the cause of my feeble health,

warned me of tbe danger of this secret vice. By great effort of will and reso

lution I was enabled to give up tbe degrading habit, bnt I still suffered from

its e\ il effects. After finishing my studies I was admitted to the ministry,

and became pastor of a church in tbe towu of Jamaica, Long Island, but my

health was so j»oor I had to resign my charge, greatly to my regie t and

sorrow. My grief was more deep, us I hud funned an uttachment for an

accomplished and amiable young luily, who returned my u licet ion; but mar

riage was not to be thought of by me, as the state of my health Mould make

me but a miserable companion for a gentle and loving woman. I sought the

aid of the ablest physicians and surgeons of New York City, but I received no

brnellt from their treatment. I tried the nostrums udvertiscd for such com

plaints, but they did me no good. I then proceeded to Europe, with a view

to consult the best medical men of Loudon and l'oris, but I was so little im

proved by their treutment that I began to despair of ever attaining to man

hood's vigor. I resided over two years in Europe, devoting nearly ull the

time my health would permit to the study of medicine, bnt I was unable to

discover any remedy that would cure my cose.

Through the kindness of some Christian friends in London, I waa offered

the position of a Missionary to Para, South America, where a statiou was

established by tbe London Missionary Society, for tbe diffusion of the (Sospel

throughout the great valley of tbe Amazon and its tributaries. I gladly

accepted this offer as I had read in tbe books of learned travelers that this

|>*rt of South America abounds in all kinds of healing herbs and medicines,

and 1 hoped I would discover a remedy that would restore me to health aud

strength. Accordingly, I sailed from Liverpool in tbe ship Keindeer, Captain

K. I. Marsh, for Para. When I arrived, I commenced to perform my mission

ary duties as well as tbe f.^eble state of my health would permit. While trav

eling through different parts of the country, I devoted my spare time to the

study of the medical plants aud herbs in which this region so w oudcrfully

abuunila. While engaged in these studies, I first learned tbe virtues of the

Cobjusaa Compound, for which I will always return my heartfelt thanks to

kind providence. This medicine was recommended to me by a learned and

venerable physician, named Keriiandes Coliua, a native of Spain, who had

studied medicine in Paris, and had traveled extensively through bouth

Asnerica.

To enable my reader* to understand the full value of that combination of

remedies called the Cokrama CoMForxK, I will state tbe symptoms of my

complaint when I began to use It.

Hero follows a description too foul and indecent to roprint.

When I felt completely cored, I became convinced it was my sacred duty to
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make known tho discovery of this remedy for the benefit of suffering human

ity. I sent an account of my cure, and also some packages of the medicine,

to Physicians in London, Paris, and New York. They wrote back to me the

most cheering accounts of the cures they had made among their patients by

its use, and earnestly urged mo to forward more of the medicine, and to make

arrangements for a regular and full supply. I immediately made arrange

ments for obtaining the remedy in its purity, and engaged with parties in

South America to have it forwarded to New York, to which city I have now

returned, and where I have made my permanent home. I adopted this

course, in ordei that I might bo able to supply the remedy to any one who

wished to send to me for it, and also to enable me, with greater facility, to

publish to the world a full account of this great discovery.

Now what is the object of all this philanthropic effort, this

exchange of a South American mission field for the large mission

of curing ailing humanity ?

It is simply $3.50 from each victim.

The recipe is sent free. Baits are always free. The recipe is

a bait.

The " free " circular adds :

I will here offer a word of caution abont getting the recipe compounded or

put up at the drug stores. You must be careful that you do not get inferior

or adulterated ingredients.

HOW TO OBTAIN THE COERASSA COMPOUND.

As tho drug stores cannot be relied upon to procure new remedies of pure

quality, I can forward the Corrassa Compound in packages, ready for use,

(put up safe from observation,) to those who need it, at the price which it

costs me. My means make me independent. I seek no other reward for send

ing the remedy than tho satisfaction of doing good, and the blessing of an

approving conscience.

Tho cost of each packago (including the government stamp), is Three Dol

lars and Thirty Cents ($3.30). The postage is twenty-one cents. The price

then, of one package, sent by mail to any address, is three dollars and fifty

cents ($3 50). If sent by express, three dollars and thirty cents ($3.30), the

party sending for the medicine to pay express charges. Directions for using

the medicine, and also some excellent advice to thoso who are taking it, will

be enclosed inside the wrapper of each package. Nothing is put on the out

side of the wrapper but the address of the party to whom it is sent. On

the receipt, then, of three Dollars and fifty cents ($3.50), I can scud you a

package of the Corrassa Compound by mail, all ready for use, or on receipt of

three dollars and thirty cents, ($3.30), I can send you a package by express.

And the recipient, who goes to the drug store with this recipe
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for the Corrassa Compound, finds that he can neither get it there

impure nor pure; nothing is left for him, provided lie be not too

wise to do it, but to send his $3.50.

No druggist that I can find recognizes either of these ingre

dients as existing in the Pharmacopoeia or in botany.

When an invalid writes this " missionary frand '' complaining

about not being able to get the recipe of his druggist, a letter

similar to the one below will bo sent. It is one sent me, by a

party complaining, that he thinks Rev. Joseph T. Innian is a

fraud. (So say we all of us.) This non-commital letter is rather

cold comfort to an invalid, eager for restoration to health, and who

thinks $3.50 rather a high price to pay for a single prescription.

Offick of Allison Sl Hf.arn,

737 UlIOAbWAY,

New York, Oct. 19th, 1"*>.

Dmr Sir—Your favor of 16th inst. has boon received, and content* noted.

We only reiterate our caution in regard to fitting the medicine compounded

at email drug stores—our patients use their own discretion In the matter.

Respt'y yours,

Allison & Hkarx.

Not long ago, the New York Sun newspaper published a state

ment that it had taken the Inman recipe to Hudnut's, Kushton's,

liegeman's, and other equally prominent drug stores, and there

the m<»st experienced druggists agreed tltat these articles were

unknown to the trade. Clearly the dupe who reposes confidenco

in the healing qualities of the Corrassa Compound, has nothing

to do but to forward his money to the benevolent missionary who

benevolently pockets it and returns therefor a nostrum—let us

trust as liarmless as it is worthless. Inquiries at Jamaica among

its oldest inhabitants fail to discloso a single person who ever

knew Rev. Joseph T. Inman as a resident, or ever heard of him.

The aamo newspaper, in describing the rascals who are at the

head of this business, tells us, that " the office in St. Mark's place

is run by two young fellows calling themselves Allison it Ileame.

They dress nobbily, wear fine diamonds, and hsik more like sport

ing men than doctors.''
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As far back as November, 1864, the Agriculturist, which al

ways has a corner for rogues, and has done the public valiant

service, exposed Joseph, and during the past sixteen years this

scheme has been now and again exposed by the press. But Btill

they thrive.

And religious and other reputable newspapers continue to ad

vertisefor them. Are they not particeps crimmis ? I say, yes ;

for they cannotpUad ignorance.

The Bible House drove them out of there, and they were re

cently at 129 Second avenue, and now are at 737 Broadway.

In this same circular, he says : " My means make me inde

pendent ;" then the miserable fraud says, " I am trying to per

form what I consider a sacred duty to suffering humanity, by

sending the medicine to those who need it without any reward

but the consciousness of doing good." Pity he has to lie so

about it. *

Lest some one should think I had made a mistake about the

condition of this young man, let me give his precise words :

I have thus made known my own case, from a sincere desire to benefit

others. No other motive would induce me to publish this confession, and

I have no doubt but it will be received by the victims of youthful errors

in the same spirit of sincerity and candor which prompts me to write it.

His candor is refreshing indeed. We believe all that you say

of yourself, but the trouble is, as there were two of you at one

time, we would like to know if you were both affected in the

same way, guilty of the same loathsome practice, and if both

were missionaries ? It would be well for the community if you

would make your circulars more explicit, or—suppress them en

tirely, which is the best move you can make. I can assure these

poor missionary lads that the public sympathize with them, that

they were led into the practices they describe, and doubtless some

may be found, who admire their " candor " in so publicly pro

claiming their disgusting practices. I do not.

Before dismissing these gentry, the M. D.'s who advertise

by pamphlets and circulars, it may be profitable to consider how

they are regarded by the regular medical profession.



THE QUACK. 822

t

At a recent meeting of the Illinois State Board of Health, a

body made up of the highest medical talent in that great Common

wealth, and entrusted by the Legislature with the exclusive con

trol of the practice of medicine in that State, <£V 'i, W. McAfee,

the agent of the Western Society for the Suppression of Vice,

submitted the following question in writing :

Is it professional for a physician to advertise, or promiscuously to distri

bute or circulate, " Marriage (iuiiles," "Secret Monitors," pamphlet* or

circular*, dctcriUng or illustrating, by means of pictures, venereal diseases;

or to advertise directly or indirectly, or even impliedly, nostrums or medi

cines for preventing conception or procuring abortion f

This they answered in the form of a resolution, rehearsing the

question in full, and declared that each and all of said acts are

grossly unprofessional. The resolution read as follows :

Any fraudulent or deceptive professional transaction shall be deemed in

the sense of this Board unprofessional and dishonorable conduct.

Any medical man who practice*, medicine under two names, or any other

name than his true name, shall be considered guilty of unprofessional and

dishonorable conduct.

Any advertisement, handbill, or means of attracting public attention or

securing patronage, which shall be deceptive or convey to the public any

fraudulent information, snail be considered unprofessional and dishonorable.

At the same session the Board instituted proceedings against a

large number of these pretended " doctors," and have since pros

ecuted them under the State laws, revoking their certificates to

practice.

The sentiment of this Board can bo better expressed in the

letter of thanks sent to the President of the Chicago Branch of

the Society, which is as follows :

/Sr—In behalf of the Illinois State Board of Health I desire to acknowledge

the active and hearty co-operation of your Society in furnishing facts, thus

assisting the Board iu coming to a more thorough appreciation of the vile

and criminal practices of a number of so-called '• Doctors " who have iufesled

this city.

These parasite* havo thriven upon the weakness and vices of humanity,

and have not alone corrupted the young and InniM-ent, but have encouraged

and abetted vice and crime. So far, the virtima of these unprincipled

•coondrrU have been in their tolls complete) / at their merry, fearing to

21
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expos? them, lest their own infirmities should beeome known. The method

adopteu by your Society is the only practical one by which the whole truth

can be brought out. Very respectfully yours,

John H. Rauch, Secretary.

-r *r *

But the mails are still flooded with the advertisements of these

bogus medical works, recipes, and magic cures.

We add a word of caution, and advice, the moral of what has

been told in this chapter.

First.—Never send money to any one who advertises cures, by

mail, as an "Jf._Z?."

Second.—Never send money to any man who advertises cures

and styles himself " RevP

Tliird.—Never put yourself into t/te power of tliese men by

any correspondence with them whatever. They are heartless,

cruel, and unrelenting, as a class.

Fourth.—If necessary, consult a reputable physician inith

whom you can talkface toface, and none others.

The sick and afflicted might take courage if all they sec in

print were true. But, alas ! all is not gold that glitters, neither

are all doctors who profess to be ; but a quack is a quack the

world around.

STILL ANOTHER.

A person reading J. H. Beeves's circular, would naturally mark

him as possessing a wonderful remedy ; and still more striking is

the philanthropic letter, " 60 sure is he of effecting a cure." But

he does not possess all the remedies in existence, and he will be

obliged to divide the honors of a philanthropist with the follow

ing concern if their letter is to be believed. It is not Dr. Du-

pont's, but Dr. Churchill's remedy this time. Bead ; then pay

your money, and take your choice !

This concern's advertisement and circulars are after the same

form as those of Beeves. Compare this with Beeves's letter.

Davidson & Co.,

86 Nassau street.

New York, Jan. 19th, 1878.

Dear Sir—Not hearing from you since sending Dr. Churchill's recipe, we

fear you thought the price $3 too much, or that they would not cure. You



THE QUACK. 32:)

have our deepest Rympathy ; and wo arc no auro of curing yon, we offer Ui

►••ml remedies on receipt of $2, and you wend Hal when cured ; or, if not t-unwl

after a fair trial, we will refund tlio |2. We can offer nothing fairer, and

trust you will accept. There i» nothing to lone, and all to gain, aa a cure is

certain. Neglect it, and all may bo lost.

Your friend*,

Davidson A Co.
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CHAPTER XX.

• THE LOTTERIES.

This evil is possible because of the weakness of human natore.

The gambler bases his calculations upon his hopes rather than

upon his chances ; for in this traffic judgment is allowed no place

to assert its sway. The purchaser of lottery tickets iB a gambler ;

in his ventures he displays the same lack of judgment ; he is ac

tuated by the same blind hope. Mental and moral demoraliza

tion is immediate and proportioned to the amount of the invest

ment. No sooner has a man secured a lottery ticket than he

begins to speculate as to the probability of his holding the lucky

number ; lie fancies the " grand capital prize " in his possession,

and begins to day-dream and build air castles. Neglecting in

his infatuation all consideration of the wisdom of his venture, he

multiplies his chances, as he thinks, by repeated investments;

while, in reality, after purchasing a large number of tickets, he

is as far from winning a fortune as he was before he had a single

one of these deceptive slips. The lottery mania has all the fatal

passion of the worst form of gambling. A striking and melan

choly illustration of this is afforded in a case recently before the

courts, where a New York City bank cashier, having defaulted to

the amount of more than $35,000, confessed that he had been

driven to this by his dealings with the lottery men, and that he

had spent between $400 and $500 daily in a lottery and policy

shop on Broadway. For the $35,000 thus expended he had re

ceived in return in prizes $2,500. To his lottery mania he sacri

ficed the stolen money, his honor, position, and friends ; he de

stroyed the peace and happiness of his family, and as his grand

prize secured the name and infamy of the thief and the felon's

cell. To-day there are thousands of the infatuated victims of

these monstrous schemes, who are staking their name and posi

tion at the same frightful hazard.

In his estimate of mathematical probabilities, too, the purchaser
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of lottery tickets forgets to take into account the unknown

factor of fraud on the part of the managers. If we consider

the methods of these men and the character of those who vend

tickets, we shall at once see the ruinous folly of all lottery ven

tures ; and in the present chapter it is the writer's purpose to

show enough of the inside workings of these schemes to warn

those who shall read, and to prevent them from losing their

money by dealing with these swindlers.

Every lottery scheme is the device of heartless men, invented

to delude the people with vain hopes, which only aggravate their

misery and distress, in order to speedily and without work enrich

the managers.

It has l>een observed in the Neapolitan provinces that on the

days when lottery tickets are vended, there regularly occurs a

marked diminution in the Kile of bread, and a greatly increased

attendance at the pawnbrokers' shops. I have no question tliat,

if the facts were known, this would be found equally the case in

our own city ; for during the last few days before the monthly

drawings of the different lotteries, the dens where tickets arc sold

arc constantly crowded with a throng of young men, sewing

girls, servants, and hundreds of men and women from all the

lowly and toiling classes of the laboring poor.

" In Italy." snys a shrewd olmerver, " it appears thnt daring the past right

yean, notwithstanding the widespread destitution and suffering cx|M-rieueod,

tlir imputation has expended, on an average, in the purchase of lottery

tickets, not leaa than $14,000,000 annually. In that period the aggregate

■urn. drawn for tlie moat part from the scanty earning* of the poorest classes,

exceeded |110,000,000, on which the State has derived a groiui profit offctfi.

000,010. There are, of course, certain deductions to he made fur the coat of

management, hut the reaidne ia no coumdcrable that no ministry has as yet

hail the courage to suppress the institution.''

The same writer, in making a comparison of deposits in savings

banks and lotteries in the same country, sap :

" If now we examine the (rambling propensities of these districts, we And

that la the year 1*74, each hundred persons in Piedmont invested $3* in lot

teries ami fITS in aaringa banks, while in Ixmilmnly the lotteries got $31

against $I,4*J4 deposited in savings institutions. In Campana, on the other
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hand, there were for each hundred individuals $147 wasted on lotteries, against

only $C5 stored up in savings banks. In Pouille, the lottery swallowed up

$57, while the savings banks got less than $2 ; and in the Abruzzi, the Cala-

brias, and other Neapolitan provinces, tho disproportion of economies to

the sum squandered upon lotteries was equally astounding.

If we turn our attention to the examination of facts in our own

country, we will find among the poor and ignorant class, instances

of squandering equally startling. And it must also be borne in

mind, that in this connection, there is a twin sister of the lottery,

that is more avaricious and heartless, if possible, than the lottery

itself. I speak of

POLICY.

In the city of New York alone, it is" estimated that there are at

least 600 policy shops.

Formerly in Piedmont, lotteries were managed in such a way

as to lessen the scourge among the poor, by the fraction of the

smallest subdivision of a ticket being placed at 20 cents, so that

the most destitute classes were unable to gamble in this way. Sim

ilar efforts have been made in Germany, where it is 6aid the lot

tery brings in about a million dollars annually. There the price

of a ticket has been fixed at such a rate, that it is beyond the

reach of the poor, the minimum price being 20 marks, or $5.

But in this country, lottery tickets may be purchased for 50

cents and upward ; and as if this was not a sufficient curse to the

poor, the policy dens have been established where persons may

gamble in this way for 5 cents a " chance " and upward. These

policy drawings again are made twice a day, instead of once a

month, so that the poor deluded mortal, who indulges in this vice,

may not only try his luck in the lottery once a month ; but also

in the policy shop twice each day ; and as though this barbarity

was not sufficient, unprincipled scoundrels have resorted to other

devices, and have invented what is called the " Envelope Game,"

in which chances are purchased for from two cents to five cents

each, with drawings everyJive minutes.

This last infamous enterprise is the handiwork of some of the

basest, meanest, and most unscrupulous men that inhabit the
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earth. In one of these dens which I recently caused to be broken

up, was found the proprietor, and five writers, who night and

day swindled the poor men and women. Yes, more, whose place

was frequently thronged with boys and girls, spending their

money, only to be robbed.*

While visiting this place with one of the officials of our city,

who had asked mo to accompany him, I heard one poor man, who

had played his last penny, in most beseeching tones beg to be per

mitted to have just one more chance on credit, saying, "you have all

I have got in the world ; let me have just one more chance, (5 cts.)

po as to get a little something to keep me over night. In reply,

the proprietor with foul oaths, told his clerk to whom this poor

victim was pleading, to "thump that fellow in the not*e, and

tlirow him down the stairs, if he did not shut up.

This is the kind of monster, that stands behind the counter and

taken tho very heart-blood out of his victim, taking the money

from tho father, and at tho same time the food and clothes from

the innocent wife and children.

It is in sttch dens as these that the lottery manager places his

ticketsfor sale.

A casual observer standing at tho entrance of one of these

places would be amazed at tho condition of those who throng

into it.

Starving men and women with pinched features and ragged

clothing, enter, in tho vain hope of increasing their scanty store,

only to lose the little they liavc.

There is an infatuation about this work, that seems to exert a

power and influence over the minds of these deluded creatures.

'While writing tills, a wife anil mother calls and shows me her pocketbooh

Ailed with pawn ticket*, which meant that her household goods and other

nrranitiea hnd been saerificed to supply bread fur her children, while her hint-

band waa upending hi* all In this gambling den. And when die applied to the

proprietor for sufflricnt to eke out her rent, he promptly retorted to her to

■MJoto II- -." And ainre then, I have learned from one of the emphncea,

that thia same deluded wretch one day come in without money, and bceame

ao rnuod that he went out, pawned hia emit, nud came back In his abirt

aleevca, played, and lost all.
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almost equal in its power and force to the appetite for strong

drink.

I desire just here to emphasize in strongest terms, the fact, that

it is against the Constitution and laws of the State of New

York, for a lottery, policy, or gambling hell to exist.

It is against the law, to sell a ticket, to issue a circular, or to

publish an advertisement in the newspapers ; or send letters and

circulars concerning lotteries through the mail.

It is also against the laws of all the States (but one) in the

Union ; and also against the laws of the United States of America,

to send any circular, or letters concerning these things through the

mails ; and it is equally a fact, that openly, boldly, and seemingly

with the protection, and sanction of the police and the prosecut

ing officers, these laws are defied, are set aside, and brought into

contempt.

The practice of the lottery is infamous and demoralizing. The

large profits accruing to those who are interested in it, give them

the means to wield a powerful influence in political circles, and

over many men who fill offices of trust, and whose duty it is to

see that these laws are executed.

I am informed by a Grand Juror in this State, that a recent at

tempt on the part of the Grand Jury to indict certain newspapers for

publishing these advertisements, was met by the specious argument,

that it was useless to attempt to do anything with these advertise

ments, because no effort had been made to enforce laws, equally

as binding, against the Roman Catholic and Seventh Regiment

raffle and chance schemes ; and this in the face of the fact, that

for more than three years, these laws have been openly defied,

flagrantly violated, and brought into public contempt, by men

who while under indictment continue their nefarious business pub

licly ; while these indictments remain untried before the courts.

I do not hesitate to say here, emphatically, that any official

who shall thus permit and encourage such lawlessness, is respon

sible, and ought to be held accountable to law by every decent

citizen for violation of his oath of office. He is afoe to human

ity, a traitor to the best interests of his country.



THE LOTTERIES. 829

Philanthropists pour oat their wealth each year to support

thousands of the poor of the city of New York alone, and many

of those families Buffer l>ecause the legitimate means of support

go into the coffers of the men who run these schemes.

For proof of this curse to the poor, and poverty and affliction

to hundreds of families, go to the noble charitable institutions of

the city, especially Rev. Mr. Kramer, Master of St. John's Guild,

who has had a large experience in caring for the destitute.

These swindlers roll in wealth. They make a pretentious

display at home, and with their magnificent liveries create a

sensation in society abroad. They have ample wealth, which

enables them to employ the first counsel in the land to defend

their nefarious practices, and to interfere with legislation ; and

yet the families of thousands who contribute to this magnificent

di»play, starve for lack of money so squandered by them.

Let us look at some of these different schemes that pretend to

be respectable, and that are constantly advertised in all the papers

of the land as " old, reliable concerns."

THE KENTUCKY LOTTERIES.

THE KENTTCEY STATE LOTTERY THE COMMONWEALTH DISTRIBUTION

OF LOUISVILLE, FRANKFORT AND COVINGTON, KY., ETC.

The managers and proprietors of the former of these are Sim

mons & Dickinson ; Murray, France & Co., and Morris J. Rich

mond ; of the latter, Thomas J. Curamerford, Geo. "Wiley

Barrows, et al.

N.B.—The Krntcckt Lottery and Commonwealth Cash Dis-

TRTBrnoN Co. of Kentucky, are no lonoer leoal, bit are

FRAUDS.

By an Act approved February 1st, 1S3S, the General Assembly

of Kentucky conferred on tho Trustees of the City of Frankfort,

Ky., the right " to raise by a lottery, in ono or more classes as to

them might seem expedient, any sum not bxceedixo one hundred

thoummd dollar*" to bo appropriated for the use and benefit of

city schools, and for the construction of water works for tho city

of Frankfort aforesaid ; and in tho case of " The Commonwealth
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vs. The City of Frankfort (Simmons & Dickinson, E. S. Stewart,

etc.), 1877, it was held by the Court of Appeals of Kentucky,

"that the presumption from lapse of time, etc., was that the

$100,000 had long since been raised."

In this case, Simmons & Dickinson show by their answer that

in 1841 the managers of this lottery sold out to one Gregory a

scheme and certain classes devised by them, and that in 1861 they

sold another scheme and classes thereof to Wood, Eddy & Mur

ray ; and that they, Simmons & Dickinson, were then the sole

owners of all the undrawn classes of the schemes so sold these

two parties. •

Says the Court of Appeals in the same case :

But 'whether, acoording to their own statements, their asserted right to

draw 288 undrawn classes has any legal existence, must depend on the true

construction of the lottery grant, and the conclusions to be deduced from cer

tain facts not only admitted, but set up aud relied on by them as constituting

a defense to the action.

• #»» *••••

The question now is not how many of the classes agreed on remain un

drawn, but what sum of money in the way of actual net profits has been

raised by tho drawings held before the institution of this action f

On this material question Simmons and Dickinson make no disclosure.

• »*#* # • * •

The circumstances of this case are altogether extraordinary. The lottery

grant was more than thirty-five years old when this proceeding was com

menced. The Legislature evidently coutemplated it should be made available

for the purposes of the Act within a reasonable period of time. It is not to

bo supposed the intention was that a business or vocation which the law

making department had theretofore denounced as injurious to the good citi

zens of the Commonwealth, and productive of extensive evils (Act of 1816,

vol. 2, p. 1150, Stat. Laws,) should be carried on for an indefinite time, for the

benefit, in the main, of the private person or persons to whom the rights,

privileges and immunities incident to the grant might be sold.

Appellees (Simmons and Dickinson) also make it appear that the repre

sentatives of the city of Frankfort have long since received from them, and

tho persons through whom they claim, $100,000, or its equivalent.

The lottery has been in active operation since 1840, and since the 22d of

May, 1861, there have been drawn 7,898 classes * * * (so say Simmons

and Dickinson in their answer).

The unauthorized and mistaken construction of the grants under which

tho sales were made by the managers, t'.ie great length of time the lottery has
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been in active operation, anil the large sams of money paid over by the pnr- '

chasers, immediate and remote, authorize the |invmmptinn that the full mini

of ono hundred thoiiHand dollars has Ixvn long siuee realized by the numerous

drawings admitted to bare boon held.

The facta necessary to reliut this presumption are peculiarly within the

knowledge of the parties who bare been exercising the lottery franchise, and

they are necessarily ont of the reach of the Commonwealth.

Now road with care the conclusion of this case by this highest

Court in the State of Kentucky. It says :

For these reasons it is incumbent on these appellees (Simmons and Dickin

son) to rebut this presumption, and to show that for sufficient legal reasons

the grant has not vet boon exhausted; and if they fail to do so, they will be

prohibited from the further oxen-ise of a privilege irkics tend* to fouler and en

courage the tpirit of gaming, i* productive of injury to the people of tie Common-

wonltk, and it againet common right.

They then recite tliat the charter of the city of Frankfort,

approved March 16, lSf>9, cannot affect the law in this case.

The statutes of Kentucky provide against the sale or main

taining of any lottery tickets or any lottery except by authority

of law (Act of 1816). The Acts of Feb. 1, 1S38, Feb. 16, W.\

and Feb. 23, 1854, conferring lottery privileges for the benefit

of the city schools, etc., provide that the grant shall determine

to toon at there it raited by lottery $100,000.

Is any ono so simple as to suppose that with 7,S98 classo* ex

hausted there has not been ton times $100,000 rai«cd. More

than $100,000 would havo been raised if but $12.07 hail Ixvn

realized each drawing.

By an Act approved March 16, 1S09, the General Assembly of

Kentucky afterwards conferred on the Board of Commissioners

of the City of Frankfort, Ky., the same franchise, powers, and

authority, as that conferred on tho managers in the Act approved

Feb. 1, 1S3S—the remnant of the grant of 1S3S, and nothing

new or additional.

In a letter received in our office Sept. 23, ls"»0, from Hon.

P. W. Hardin, Attorney General for tho Btato of Kentucky, ho

svys in reply to a letter which I wrote him :

In response to tho first question as to whether the so-called Kentucky lot

tery and the Commonwealth Distribution Co. are legally chartered, and hsva
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they any legal standing t I answer emphatically no! The only pretest for

operating any of those demoralizing gambling schemes, that has even the

semblance of legal sanction, is that in 1838 the Legislature of Kentucky, in

an Act entitled " An Act for the benefit of the city school in the town of

Frankfort and for other purposes," granted certain Lottery privileges. In

1869, more than thirty years afterwards, and long after this grant was ex

hausted, defunct, and forgotten, the Legislature was imposed upon by an

Act, wearing the fair and unsuspicious title of " An Act to amend, and re

duce into one, the several Acts in relation to the City of Frankfort." By the

18th sec. of this Act, it is provided that the Board of Councilmcn of the City

of Frankfort, "Shall have the same franchises, power, and authority, as are

conferred on the managers in an Act entitled ' An Act for the benefit of the

City School in the Town of Frankfort, and for other purposes,' approved

Feb. 1838."

You will observe the careful concealment of the Lottery feature of this

Act neatly stored away in the body of the 18th sec, when not another sec

tion, directly or remotely, refers to it.

Three years passed away, and another Act, entitled " An Act amendatory

to the Laws in relation to the City of Frankfort," is presented and passed

by an unsuspecting body of Law-makers, and was approved March 28th,

1872.

By this Act it was provided " That tho Board of Councilmen of the City

of Frankfort, be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to grant, bargain,

sell, and convoy, to rent, or lease, any and all property or any part thereof,

belonging to said City of Frankfort, be the same, land, tenements, goods,

chattels, or franchises, or immunities, on such terms, and for such sums, and,

at such times, as said Board of Councilmen shall deem for the best interests

of said City of Frankfort." The object of this Act was to enable the Board of

Councilmen of the City of Frankfort to effectively put in operation the Lottery

privilege they claimed under the former Acts, by selling and transferring the

franchise, and on the 31st day of Dec., 1875, they did enter into a contract with

E. S. Stewart, and sold to him said franchise, at the agreed sum of one hun

dred thousand dollars, to be paid in installments. The scheme authorized by

the Act of 1838 and 1869 was incorporated into, and made a part of the con

tract. Ou the 19th of April, 1876, Stewart sold twenty of tho thirty thousand

nine hundred classes which composed the scheme, to one Pepper, and trans

ferred certain other interests to Hensley, Lawrence, Holmau, Morrill, Mere

dith, and Owen Stewart.

He then transferred his remaining interests to John P. Jones, who in turn,

sold to Simmons & Dickinson. Pepper had one drawing Dee. 6, 1876, and ou

the 16th of Dec, 1876, conveyed his remaining 19 classes to George P. Miller.

Subsequent to the sale to Miller, Pepper, upon his own petition, was adjudged

a bankrupt.

On Feb. 5th, 1877, Miller sold one interest, amounting to sixty-six and

two-thirds per cent, in five classes, to G. W. Barrow. Shortly after this sale

from Miller, G. W. Barrow and J. E. Barrow, under the firm name of G. W.
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Barrow & Co., commenced to draw a lottery, called the Commonwealth Distri-

butiou Company.

On the 11th day of Dec, 1877, Dudley, who was the assignee in bankruptey

of Pepper, sued Miller to recover the classes transferred to him by Pepper,

alleging the contract of Dec. 16, 1HC6, wan fraudulent and void. While this

suit waa pending, and before Miller had answered, Dudley, by contract of Oct.

:UI, 1-7", attempted a transfer of fourteen of the classes formerly owned by

Pepper, to G. \V. Harrow and Co. On Oct. 8th, 1^78, Miller tiled his answer,

disclaiming any interest under' his contract with Pepper, but in the mean

time, namely July 30th, 1877, the City of Frankfort, in the exercise of tho

discretion reserved in tho contract with Stewart, had declared tho contract

with him cancelled, and had on Aug. 3d, 1877, resold said grant to Murray,

Miller & Co.

This is substantially the history of the legislation, the salea and transfers

under which they claim the legal right to act up, and run an Indefinite num

ber of lotteries, under different names, schemes, and plans, which it is claimed

may continue until lbe30,U00 clafacd are exhausted, which will take, U|>on a

calculation of one drawing per day, Sundays excepted, a little over ninety-

nine year* to finish up.

All of those parties claiming to act under this so-called grant, have been

indicted, and there is now |>cnding, in the Court of Appeals, about sixty

case*, against the different operators of Lotteries in this State.

It is true that on Keb. 27, 1M78, our Court of Appeals affirmed a decision of

the lower Court, deciding that the act of lHfiO did grant to the City of Frank

fort, the Lottery Privileges granted in the act of WIS, but this affirmance was

by an equally divided court, Chief Justice Lindacy and Judge Cofer dissent

ing.

The Chief Justice said In his dissenting opinion, "Snch grant* are against

common right, are against the general policies of our laws, and are never to

be presumed. When made in express terms, the courts must aubmit to the

will of the legislature, andean neither refuse to protect the grantees in the

enjoyment of their extraordinary privileges, nor abridge, trammel, or destroy

them by construction ; but the grant is never to be implied from equivocal,

or doubtful language. In the construction of a charter, to be in doubt is to be

resolved, sud every resolution which springs from doubt, is against the cor

poration.''

This iniquitous business in our State is limited to two or three places.

Under the guise of a charity, and the pretext ofa legal sanction, it rob* tkr poor,

mad allurrt with fait kopn, mod trad* to mi* sofa *<>■*• mud mid. It it myatmtt

jmblir jx./u-y and ymblle mtormlt, and I trust that it will not be long before the

Law, supported by a proper pnblio sentiment, will assert itself, and put them

down.

Yours very respectfully,

(Signed) P. W. HaBDIN, Atty. (ienL

Such are the bravo word* of this heroic law officer. Would
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that every law and prosecuting office were filled with such

men.

They, by the Act of 1869, received no greater immunities and

privileges than were received and could be enjoyed under the

original grant.

By Act of March 28, 1872, this Board of Commissioners were

authorized to sell or dispose of any property or franchise belong

ing to the city. This selling of a lottery interest, even if there

had been one, would seem almost a farce, in the light of the

above facts. The thoughtful reader will also say, thatvfor one

Legislature to legalize what another body had as far back as 1816

condemned and denounced as "injurious to the good citizens, and

productive of extensive evils," is equally absurd.

As has been seen, on December 31st, 1875, the city of Frank

fort devised a scheme of drawing a lottery, consisting of 30,900

classes, and sold it to one E. S. Stewart, et al., and which seems

to have passed into the hands of Simmons & Dickinson, except

twenty-one classes which were procured by James E. Pepper,

and one of which was drawn by him in Frankfort, Ky., under the

title of the " Kentucky Cash Distribution Co.," and the remain

ing nineteen classes were, December 16, 1876, conveyed to

George C. Miller, etc., and afterwards fell into the hands of

George and John Barrow.

Later the city of Frankfort attempted to cancel the contract

with Stewart, and entered into a contract of sale of the same

scheme to Murray and Miller, and afterward in 1878 entered

into a supplemental contract with the same parties.

By an Act approved April 30, 1878, the General Assembly of

Kentucky repealed all lottery grants existing in the State of

Kentucky. It says :

Chapter 689.—An Act to repeal all laws granting lottery privileges or

franchises to any person or corporation.

Be it enacted, by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1. That all acts and parts of acts of the General Assembly of thw

Commonwealth containing any grant of a lottery privilege or franchise, be

and the same are hereby repealed so fur as they relate to such grants.

Section 2. This act shall bo in. force from its passage.
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The Court of Appeals of Kentucky, in the case of Gregory vs.

Trustees of Shelby College, held that a similar statute enacted

1852, to take effect 1856, was unconstitutional as to prior lottery

grants, the Legislature having no power to divest vested rights.

DECISION OF THK UNITED STATES 6UPBEHE COCBT.

The Supreme Court of the United States, May 10th, 1*80,

rendered a decision which overrules all this. The decision was as

follows, and sustains both these acts as constitutional :

No. \*\. John B. Stone, tt at., plaintiffs in error, r». The State <if Minsiiwip-

pi—In error to the Supreme Court of Mississippi.—This was a Hiiit brought by

the State for the purpose of suppressing » lottery company known ■■ "The

Mississippi Ktlncationul and Manufacturing Aid Society." This corporation

was duly chartered liy uu act panned by the Legislature of Mississippi ou the

Iiith of January, 1>*>7. On the 9fh of July, 1870, an act was passed to give

effect to article 13, section 15, of the State Constitution of 1S<W, which pro

hibited tbe authorization of lotterica by the State and the further sale of

tickets by coropaniea already authorized. Tbe Circuit Court, upon informa

tion filed by the Attorney-General, and lu view of this prohibiting act,

entered a judgment of ouster against the respondents, which npou appeal was

affirmed by tbe Supremo Court. Tho case is now brought here for review,

upon the ground that tbe Act of the State Legislature of July 9, ItCO, making

it unlawful to conduct a lottery in the State of Mississippi, is unconstitu

tional and invalid, because it Impairs the obligation of tbe ooutract entered

Into by tbe State when it granted tae plaintiffs In error their charter.

THE DKCISIOX.

This Court holds—first, that a contract which a State enters into when

it grants a charter to a private corporation la undoubtedly under the protec

tion of the federal constitution.

Second—That the legislature of Mississippi did undoubtedly enter Into a

contract with this corporation, the condition of which was the payment to

tbe State by the lottery compauy of a certain percentage of the tatter's

receipts.

Tmir4—That, although the lottery company was duly chartered, the legis

lature which granted that charter had no authority to bargain away the

police power of the State in the regulation of all mallrrt ajftrtinf tin pmblu

aealia mnd fas public sweats. The supervision of both these subjects oi

governmental power is continuing in ita nature, and they are to be dealt

with as the special exigencies of the moment may requite. Government is

organised with a view to their preservation and cannot diveat itself of the

power to provide for tbem. That loiter ic* are demoralising in their cocci*.



336 FKAUDS EXPOSED.

no matter how carefully regulated, cannot, in the opinion of this Court, boi

doubted. There is now scarcely a State iu the Union 'where they are

tolerated, and Congress has enacted a special statute, the object of which is

to close the mails against them. This being the case there can be no question

that lotteries are proper subjects of the exercise of the State's governmental

or police power.

BAD EFFECT OF LOTTERIES.

The contracts which the federal constitution protects are those which

relate to property rights, not to government rights. Lotteries belong to the

latter class. They are a species of gambling and wrong in their influences.

They disturb the checks and balances of a well ordered community. Society

built on such a foundation would almost of necessity bring forth a population

of speculators and gamblers living on the expectation of what chance might

award them from the accumulations of others. Certainly, the right to stop

them is governmental, and to be exercised at all times by those in power, at

their discretion. Any one, therefore, who accepts a lottery charter docs so

with the implied understanding that the people, in their sovereign capacity

and through their properly constituted authorities, may take it back at any

time when the public good shall require, and this whether it be paid for or

not. He gets, in legal effect, nothing more than a license to continue on the

terms named for the specified time, unless sooner abrogated by the sovereign

power of the State. It is a permit, good as against existing laws, but subject

to future legislation or constitutional control or withdrawal. Decree af

firmed, with costs. Opinion by Chief Justice Waite.

In addition to all the above, also an Act of the General Assem

bly of the State of Kentucky, approved April 27th, 1880,

prohibits all lotteries which are conducted without express

authority of law, and by the decision of the United States

Supreme Court, already quoted, these very laws which could

give this authority have been repealed.

To further show the true character of these Kentucky lotteries,

as determined by the action of the State Courts and prosecuting

officers, we append a copy of an

INDICTMENT OF SIMMONS AND DICKINSON.

The Commonwealth of Kentucky,

against

Z. E. Simmons and S. T. Dickinson.

Jefferson Circuit Court,

February Term, A. D. 1879.

The Grand Jurors of the County of Jefferson, in the name and by the

authority of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, accuse Z. E. Simmons and S.
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T. Dickinson of the offence of managing and promoting a lottery for money,

committed in manner and form oh follows, to wit :

Tbe said Simmons and Dickinson, in the County of Jefferson, on the 1st day

of January, A. D. 1*79, and within one year before the finding of this indict

ment, unlawfully did manage and promote a lottery for money; by then and

there employing clerks and agents to carry on tbe business of u lottery culled

the Frankfort lottery of Kentucky, by then and there keeping offices and

employing others to keep offices for the transaction of the buMiness of said

lottery; by then and there keeping ind procuring others to keep books of

account* of the business of said lottery; by then and there advertising and

giving public notice of said lottery, and by then and there selling and pro

curing others to sell tickets in aaid lottery, and by then and them managing

ami carrying on and procuring others to manage and carry on the Imsiuess of

•aid lottery. A further description of which aaid lottery is to tbe Grand

Jurors aforesaid nnknown.

Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made and provided, and

aguiust tbe peace and dignity of tho Commonwealth of Kentucky.

, CoaisMavcatuV* Attorney.

Hlisnsni :

John Joyck,

W. Rc<>tt Glovb,

J. T. Mf.rckr, A Copy—Alt.:

H. O. Mercer, Jxu. 8. Caw,

L*wm Km*. C. J. C. C

Another instance will add interest and force here, as the ex

pression of the Chief Justice of the high Court of Appeals for

Kentucky. Oct. 12, 1S77, the following case was carried to the

Court of Appeals and decided there against tho plaintiff. In tho

case of

MILLKB V8. COMMONWEALTH,

Miller had been convicted under an indictment " for promoting

and aiding in tho promotion" of tho Kentucky State Lottery, and

liad an office at Lexington, for the sale of tickets. He appealed

his case, and Chief Justice Lindsay delivered tho opinion of tho

Court, affirming the action of the lower Court. Ho says :

The Court instructed tho jurors that

If tbey should believe beyond a reasonable doubt that daring the month of

Not., I •CS, drawings were mule by the Kentucky Slate Lottery, or by any

person or persons managing or controlling a scheme or schemes nnder that

name for the distribution of prises or money, by chance • ■ • and that lb*

22
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defendant, Henry Miller, was interested, or was agent &c, they should find

him guilty. * ■ *

And they bo found him, and this highest Court affirmed the

judgment.

THE COMMONWEALTH CA8H DISTRIBUTION CO.

One word about the " Commonwealth Cash Distribution Co."

It is very manifest from what has already been presented that if

this concern ever had any legal standing, it was only for nineteen

classes or drawings. It is now positively clear from their own

showing that twenty drawings have already expired, and that

consequently the lottery has no standing legally, morally, nor,

it is 6afe to say, in any other way. The following notice taken

from a paper of June 16th, 1880, announces the twenty-first draw

ing:

21st
POPULAR MONTHLY DRAWING OF THE

COMMONWEALTH DISTRIBUTION COMPANY,

in public at Macauley's Theatre, in the city of Louisville, on

Wednesday, June 30, 1880.

These drawings, authorized by act of the Legislature of 1869, and sustained

by all the courts of Kentucky, occur regularly on the last day of every month

(Sundays and Fridays excepted), and are supervised by prominent citizens of

the State.

In connection with this advertisement, we call special attention

to the fact that, in common with all the so-called Kentucky lot

teries, this scheme places no limit to the number of tickets sold.

They announce no such limit in their advertisement. They issue

all they can sell. This is in itself a fraud on the purchaser.

The State of Kentucky has, through its Courts, presented by

the Grand Jury, in and for Jefferson County, the following against

^the managers of that concern.



THE LOTTERIES. 339

INDICTMENT OF O. WILEY BARROW, et dl.

Thr Coxmonwraltii t>K Kentucky,

againtt

O. W. Barrow, axd J. E. Barrow Ju.nk. and

W. M. Barrow.

Jkffkrwin Circuit Court,

February Term, A. I). 1879.

The Grand Jnrora of the County of Jefferson, in the name and by the

authority of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, accuse 0. \V. Barrow, J. E.

Barrow Jr. and W. M. Harrow of the offense of drawing, setting up, and man

aging and promoting a lottery for money, committed in manner and form a»

follows, to wit :

[Then followed averments similar to the case of Simmons &

Dickinson.]

Contrary to the form of the statute in such cases made and provided, and

against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

, Commuti»tceaUk'§ Attorney.

ff~it»r*f •

T. J CoMMRRPORn, A Copy—AH.:

Clay Van Arsoalk. Jno. 8. Cain,

C. J. C. C.

Bat if all the acts of the legislature al>ove cited, with the de

cision of the Courts, do not avail to convince tlie reader that all

TilK HIXOLK NUMBER LOTTERIES OF KENTUCKY ARK OIUMS FRAUDS

and illegal, read the recent decision of the Court of Appeals,

made during June, 1SS0.

Htate of Kentucky, Court of Appeals.

RkBKRT \V. Mkrditii, rial., Ap/tcllanU,

r: } Appeal /rout Campbell (k/. Ct.

O. W. Barrow, et el, ApptUec. I
The Court being sufficiently advised, delivered the following opinion

to, to wit :

• • • a 9

The ftlatatea empowered the City Council to doviae a scheme and toaell the

•rbrtne bo devised. The srbeme was devised and as devised was to be drawn

at) the Unary plan, and holders of any of these classes have no mora right to

draw a single number lottery than if no lottery franc'jise had been granted,

and mnse«|ucntly the alleged drawings by Harrow of itiiglo unmoor lotteries

illegal. • • *
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STILL AUOTHEK FEAUD.

Again, it is claimed that there is another lottery grant for the

benefit of the University of Paducah. The acts relied on as

establishing the grant of lottery privileges to that institution are

those of Feb. 8, 1839, March 11, 1851, Jan. 25, 1858, Feb. 9,

1866, and Feb. 7, 1867.

The first act authorized certain persons to raise by way of lot

tery $100,000, to be appropriated one-fourth for the improve

ment of Paducah wharf, one-fourth to the Paducah Female Sem

inary, the balance to the benefit of the Male Seminary of Paducah.

The only interests the University had under the act of 1851,

so far as the lottery privilege was concerned, was the right to re

ceive from the original managers one-half of the sum of money

to be thereafter raised ; so says the Court of Appeals of Ken

tucky.

The act of 1858 recites, that doubts had arisen whether the

Revised Statutes had not repealed the act of 1837, (doubtless

meaning the act of 1839,) and then declares that the acts in rela

tion to the Seminaries of Paducah, passed prior to the adoption

of the Revised Statutes, should be revived, re-enacted, and con

tinued in full force.

The act of 1866 ignores the University of Paducah, and any

rights its President and Board of Directors may have acquired

under the act of March, 1851, and then provides for the repair

ing of school buildings and the conveying and selling of their

property, franchises, etc.

The Court of Appeals in and for the State of Kentucky, in

case of " Commonwealth vs. Bull," says :

It cannot be maintained, under any reasonable construction of these acts,

that the University of Paducah has the right, through its President, etc., to

draw, or cause to be drawn, a lottery for its own exclusive benefit.

There being no statute, public or private, authorizing a lottery to be drawn

for the sole benefit of the said University, it is evident the indictment con

tains no statement of facts, warranting the assumption that the Common

wealth has pleaded, on the part of the accused, even if it be conceded that On

Kentucky State Lottery v>a» operated under authority from and for the benefit of

that institution.
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It will be seen in this case as well as all others, that this highest

court d<>es not recognize these lottery grants, as any barrier to a

criminal prosecution for Belling or vending lottery tickets in

Kentucky ; and that they presume in each and every case that

the $100,000 has been realized long ago, and that the burden of

proof is on the defendant in each case to so establish in their de

fence. And it is a remarkablefad, so far as I can discover, that

not one of these swindler8 has presumed to attempt in any of the

courts to estalilish this vital pointfor themselves.

It is a current rumor in New York, and has been admitted

by one of the lottery men of this city, that all three of the Ken

tucky lotteries are operated under one charter or grant, and that

they have all combined, pooling receipts and dividing profits.

Reader, is not a man a fool to send his money to such men as

these, or to invest in such abominable schemes ?

Simmons resides in New Tork City, and Dickinson in Cin

cinnati, while Messrs. Murray, France and Co. are in St. Louis,

Mo. The latter are the managers of the lottery.

In the circulars sent out through the mail, as well as in the

advertisements of this lottery, the public are informed, " that

holders of prizes are secured by ample bonds, deposited with the

State, by the lottery managers."

The following correspondence between the Post Office Depart

ment and the Kentucky State officials demonstrates the falsity of

this statement.

This correspondence is taken from a Report made by the Post

master-General in reply to a resolution of the House of Repre

sentatives, calling for information regarding the use of mails for

lottery purposes. The first letter is from the State Treasurer of

Kentucky :

State of KmrrccxT,

Omcm or Tmasuky DKrajmiBNT or Commoxwkaltii,

Fkaxkfurt, November 7th, 1979.

Mr—Toon of the 14th hut., making inquiries concerning deptwit* claimed

in hair !■<•«• ti made liy the Kentucky State Lottery, U to liand, ami in reply

will state, that the Kentucky Bute, Lottery baa never deposited with toe any
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bonds to secure the holders of prizes in their Lottery, nor has any other Lot

tery, of this, or any other State made such deposit with me.

Very respectfully,

James W. Tate,

Treasurer.

Hon. D. M. Key, Postmaster-General,

Washington, D. C.

Now let the reader stop a moment and reflect, that the very

advertisement issued by these men is on the face of it a fraud

and a lie I Certainly no one needs to be told, that the concern

which starts out with falsehoods is not a safe place to sent money

for investment.

It would seem as if the Legislature of the State of Kentucky,

on various occasions had allowed certain persons to get up a

device, by which thousands of dollars were to be gathered in,

from all over the Union, for the benefit of a few men, provided

$100,000 be paid for this privilege.

We do not propose at this time to show the flattering induce

ments that are offered by these men. We desire simply in this

book to show sufficient to warn the poor, thoughtless, and cred

ulous ones, so that they shall not be swindled or robbed of their

money by the different schemes, that are being continually

foisted upon the people by shrewd, unscrupulous men.

In November last, there were some thirty or forty different

persons who openly defied the laws of the State of New York,

by publicly advertising lotteries in the daily press. Of this

number many had the sale of tickets in these particular lotteries.

The so-called

GEORGIA STATE LOTTERY

of Simmons & Dickinson, the name of which is used by them

in New York city, is well known to be Bogus, for the State of

Georgia has no lottery grants.

Now, are the "single-number" lotteries of the city of Coving

ton, conducted by Simmons & Dickinson, fair and honest in the

details of their management ? Read the following extracts from

a Covington, Ky., letter to the Cincinnati Commercial, and the
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Report of tho Postmaster-General to the House of Representa

tives, 1880, and then answer the question.

QUEER LOTTERY MANOCITVF.KS.

An incident has coma to onr knowledge, which is likely to give rise to in

quiry on the part of State authorities; to say nothing of numerous ticket-

holders, that may prove annoying, if not worse, to the parties engaged.

It U not generally known here, that Simmons A Dickinson advertise and

•ell in New York, and perhaps other eastern cities, for a single-uumbcr lot

tery to be druwn here on the 1st and 1.1th of every month. Such is the

fact, however, for we have before us the New York Herald with such an

advertisement, beaded "Old Reliable Kentucky State Lottery," ic, and

fixing the drawing for the 1.1th of this month. On that day (early iu the

morning) a tirket-holder, suspecting something wrong, went to tho room on

the southwest corner of Madison and Fifth streets, this city, where 8immons,

Dickinson & ('<>.'• drawings take place, and was informed by one of the

commissioners that tho drawing of the single-uuinber lottery for that day

would take place at 10 o'clock. Every fifteen or twenty minutes either the

tirket-holder or a friend went to the door of tho room, which had been

locked, and looking through the key-hole, saw the wheel, with the ballots in

it, standing iu a line between tho point of view and a front window. It was

clearly not disturbed during the morning up to 10.10, for it takes from one

and a half to two hours to make a single-number drawing, and the wheel was

•sea every fifteen or twenty minutes as stuted. At 10.10 a m. the ticket-

bolder again went to the room, when he found entrance and *ni told that

tbe drawing hail already taken place. He'respei tfullj doubted the report,

and Justified his doubt by pointing to the wheel, with the ballots still in it

and tbe dust on it, a* it had been in the early morning, but ho could get no

other answer. He was promised a copy of the drawing at l p. m., but on ap

plying at that time was told that instructions had been given not to let him

MIL

On the lHth the list of drawn numbers appeared in the New York Herald.

Affidavits were made to these forts and tiled with the attorney -general of the

State.

Now there are several points worth noting in this "o'er tine tale." It

would be easy to put only a certain number of the tickets on the market, and

only tbe reserved numbers In the wheel. We can't suspect anything of the

kind, however, for these lottery Brut uses " are honorable men." The lottery

grant under which Messrs. Simmons, Dickinson dr. Co. are operating gives no

authority for a single-number lottery, and any such lottery drawn under it la

In violation of tbe law, and subjects them to the penalties of the statute

against gaming. Is that the reason why tbe drawing is not advertised, nor

tbe tirkels sold inside of the State T

If tbe lottery was not drawn here as advertised, fairly and openly, then

the New York ticket-holders were duped. If it was so drawn, then Simmons,
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Dickinson & Co. are liable to prosecution. The list of numbers said to have

been drawn iu the lottery which took place here on the loth instant, under

the circumstances related, was advertised in the New York Herald of the lath,

with the names of the two commissioners attached. Perhaps they will rise

and explain a little.

In the United States Circuit Court, District of Kentucky.

Simmons & Dickinson,

vs.

Murray, Miller & Co.

Extracts from the deposition of R. H. Ramsey, Simmons & Dickinson's

■worn commissioner, taken at Louisville, Ey. :

Question. State your name, place of residence, and occupation.—Answer. R.

H. Ramsey, Covington, Ky. ; occupation, lottery commissioner.

Q. How many years have you been connected with Simmons & Dickinson t

—A. Ever since that firm has been in existence I have been in the employ of

that firm.

Q. What are your duties as commissioner f—A. My duties as commissioner

are to see that the drawing is properly conducted ; to put the numbers in, to

keep a record of the numbers as they are drawn, and certify to the drawing.

Q. Is it not a fact that you are sworn to see that the drawing is fairly con

ducted as commissioner?—A. To see that the drawing is faithfully conducted,

faithfully and impartially drawn.

Q. Is it not true that, as commissioner of the drawings, yon are supposed to

and ought to know for whose benefit and what tho drawing is ; don't you

certify to that effect?—A. No, sir ; I do not.

, Q. Then you draw the lottery without knowing what it is for?—A. It is not

my business to know.

Q. You are commissioner for these lotteries, one grant specifying you could

draw a certain lottery, and the other that you could not, and you were draw

ing the lotteries and did not know what grant you were drawing uuderf—A.

As I said before, it was none of my business.

Q. At what place did you meet the gentleman, and under what circum

stances ?—A. I met him at the office of Simmons & Dickinson, on the south

west corner of Fifth and Madison streets, in Covington ; about the time

described, a gentleman came into the office, I think it was about seven and a

half o'clock in the morning, very early in the morning, not later than seven

and a half o'clock, and made some inquiries in regard to the single-number

drawing reported to take place that day. He asked me if the drawing would

take place at that place, and at what hour. I stated to him that it would,

and at ten o'clock.

Q. State under what circumstances you first saw the gentleman.—A. I

stated that already.

Q. State it again.—A. Well, I did not know the gentleman, when he came

in, by name. As I said, there was a gentleman came iu and made some in
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quiriea in regard to the single-number drawing. I went off and hunted Mr.

Dickinson anil presented the gentleman to liim. Wi> immcsl iat< Iv mailn pre-

par.it ion to ilraw the single-number lottery between the tiuio I told the

gentleman and ten o'clock.

Q. Between what hours?—A. Between eight and half-paat nine o'clock.

Q. Yon told the gentleman it would bo at tea o'clock f—A. As I say, we

were suspicious, and we changed the time.

Q. How do you know there are a hundred thousand numbers in the wheel f

—A. Because I put them in.

Q. Do yon put them in every drawing T—A. No, air.

Q. How long since you counted those one hundred thousand numbers f—A,

I have counted them myself but the once.

Q. Did you put them in t—A. Yes, air.

Q. Have you counted them since you put them in f—A. No, sir.

Q. What time ia it since you counted them and put them int—A. I don't

know ; perhaps a year or a year and a half ago aince the numbers were placed

iu the lottery.

Q. What time in the day do these single-number drawings take place T—A.

Well, when we do not expect any trouble, tho usual time is half-past twelve

—commencing at half-past twelve ; that Is the usual hour.

Q. Who assists you In supervising these drawings f—A. Mr. Croninger ia

the other commissioner.

Q. You were both present during this drawing spoken oft—A. Yea, air;

sometimes Mr. Croninger ia not there all the time of the drawing. He ia a

printer, also, and prints the drawings.

Q. Did any other person witness the drawing on the day on which yon

drew between half-past eight and nine besides yourself and Mr. Croninger I -

A. No one at all.

Q. The doors were locked 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. No one could get in f—A. No one could get In.

Q. What lottery were you drawing at that timet—A. We were drawing

the Kentucky 8tate Lottery. We are furnished the aehemea by the man

agers, and we draw the lotteries under these schemes. I do not know what

grant.

Q. You have not known, toen, for several years under what grants they were

drawing their single-number lotteries f— .1. No, sir.

Are rUniraoua 4. Dickinson's combination lotteries honestly conducted and

worthy of pnblio patronage f

bkai>! Bsuol kkadI

Extracts from letters written by Z. E. Simmons, of the Arm of Simmons eV

Dickinson, to one of his former associates :

" Dkak Bill : Make it 33, 35, 47.

" Yours truly,

"Z. E. 8."
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" Please change 21 and 70 to something else.

" Yours truly,

"Z. E. S."

Copy from drawings issued by Simmons & Dickinson August 25, 1879 :

The subscribers, commissioners appointed to superintend tbe drawing of

the Kentucky State Lottery, for the benefit of Henry Academy and Henry

Female College, do hereby certify that the following are the numbers which

were this day drawn from the 78 placed in the wheel, viz : Class No. 501, for

1879, 45, 30, 59, 42, 37, 34, 3, 18, 27, 31, 19, 61, 44, and that the said numbers

were drawn in the order in which they stand above.

Witness our hands at Covington, Ky., this Monday, August 25, 1879.

E. H. RAMSEY,

L. D. CRONINGEB,

Sicorn Commissioners.

SIMMONS & DICKINSON,

Manager*.

And again :

The subscribers, commissioners appointed to superintend the drawing of

the Frankfort Lottery of Kentucky, for the support of the publio school of

the city of Frankfort, class No. 501, for 1879, hereby certify that tho following

are the numbers which were this day drawn from the 78 placed in the wheel,

viz., 45, 30, 59, 42, 37, 34, 3, 18, 27, 31, 19, 61, 44, and the said numbers were

drawn in the order in which they stand above.

Witness our hands at Covington, Ky., this Monday, August 25, 1879.

R. H. EAMSEY,

L. D. CEONINGEE,

Sworn Commissioners.

SIMMONS & DICKINSON.

Managers.

Is there any person who is possessed of any intelligence but what can

plainly see that it is simply an impossibility for Simmons & Dickinson to

draw two lotteries at the same time, in the same place, in the same class, and

have the drawn numbers identically the samo in each drawing, and in the

exact order drawn I Is not this a palpable fraud f

Ticket buyers in Simmons & Dickinson's " lotteries," carefully digest what

is above written, and govern yourselves accordingly.

The undersigned own exclusively every lottery grant in the State of Ken

tucky, and every drawing, circular, notice, or advertisement not signed with

our firm name relates to a lottery not drawn at all, or, if drawn, it is done

unlawfully and in violation of the law of the State and the decisions of tho

courts.

MURRAY, FRANCE & CO.,

Managers and Owners of all Legalized Kentucky State Lotteries.
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As Simmons & Dickinson are advertising and drawing a lottery under a

certain contract from the city of Frankfort, dated December 31, W.~>, and

claiming the sole ownership of same, this is to notify all whom it may con

cern, that said contract is owned solely by the undersigned, as the records of

the city of Frankfort will show, and I am in no maimer connected with Sim

mons & Dickinson, and they are operating said lottery without authority

from me and in violation of law.

E. 8. STEWART.

Louisville, Ky., November 21, 1879.

I presume that every intelligent reader will bo surprised to

learn that the headquarters of the Kentucky Lottery for the North

is within rifle shot of Police Headquarters in the city of New

Yorkl It is permitted to exist with open doors on Broadway,

with advertisements in the newspapers, and to be thronged with

deluded ones, who go in there to deposit their money to fill the

pockets of these criminals.

The above facts as presented to Congress would apparently bo

sufficient to array every honest man against this outrage ; and,

in addition to all this, we must regard another circumstance

equally startling, thai it not only exists, hut thrivs in a Stale

where- even the Constitution is against it, to say nothing of the

Statutes, which make it a penal offence.

Shame on the Police and Courts of New York I Just here,

take notice :

First. Every advertisement in a newspaper is a direct viola

tion of the law.

Srcoml. These advertisements are an open public directory,

informing the Police just where these dens art, and where this

unlawful business is carried on.

Third. It is the duty of the police to suppress all lotteries.

Fourth, Every party advertising in New York papers is under

arrest and indictment, and some of these indictments are throe

years old ; and yet these men, Bomo of them, have since been re

peatedly arrested both in United States and State Courts, and

yet are permitted to remain untried and continue their nefarious

traffic.
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This business breeds crime as well as pauperism, and tax

payers are obliged each year to provide prison accommodation

for thousands who are led astray, through these and kindred

demoralizing influences.

Take the single month of November last. John P. Hawes,

Cashier of the Manufacturers and Mechanics' Bank, proclaimed

himself in a written confession, which was published in one of

the daily papers, a defaulter to $35,400, spent in lottery offices,

principally. %

John Sheridan, a young man, went into a gambling place on

Fourth avenue, and lost $550, of which $400 did not belong to

him.

A leading firm in the city of Charleston, S. C, sued a gambler

there for $79,000 as a total of money lost by young men in whom

they were interested.

A young man named Solomon lost in one of these dens $600,

most of which was a trust fund, and then went to a hotel and

shot himself dead.

One O'Brien was earning from $20 to $25 per week prior to

November 22d. He drew a small prize in some concern, which

one I know not. He became crazed by it, abandoned liis em

ployment, and on November 22d was sentenced to six months

on Blackwell's Island, while his wife and family were left to

starve, his wife appearing in Court against him for failing to

provide for his family.

A short time previous to this, a poor woman wrote me, im

ploring me to suppress certain places where her husband spent

all his earnings. On investigating her story, I found what she

had said to be true ; and this in addition : in a small room, neat,

tidy, and tasteful, we found an emaciated woman gradually

dying for want of proper food, simply because the husband con

tributed all his earnings to enrich the proprietor of one of these

gambling hells.

A mother called upon me, desiring me to save her son, telling

me that he was receiving a very fair income in one of our lead

ing business houses of New York, yet failed to provide the
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necessaries of life for his young wife and baby. lie was a pur

chaser of lottery tickets.

A lawyer edled to see mc, and informed mo of a young lad in

his employ whom he detected selling postage stamps in order

that lie might obtain the wherewith to buy lottery tickets.

Another gentleman, a prominent merchant, discovered one of

his young men stealing from him that he might obtain money

by the proceeds of his plunder to play policy. Thus I might

continue, and, from my personal experience, fill pages to come

with just such sad instances as these, and yet this business, this

heartless, infamous traffic, is tolerated, encouraged, and pro

tected, in open and flagrant violation of law.

Our young men are drawn into the vortex of crime, suicide,

and murder, while tliis hideous monster is permitted to stretch

itself boldly and defiantly over the States of our Union.

But some reader asks, why do you not stop these thing* ? I

have done my part, and thereby incurred the ill will of this class

of swindlers, because I have insisted that the laws shall bo en

forced and this fraudulent business legally stopped. Moreover,

I have again and again arrested nearly every man who has pre

sumed to advertise these illegal schemes. There are indictments

now pending in the courts against them. These indictments now

pending will doubtless remain untried until the decent men of

this city shall rise up, and assert their rights, and demand that

these outrages cease, and that the laws of the land be enforced.

In order to assist the ordinary reader to a clear understanding

of all lotteries emanating or purporting to spring from tho State

of Kentucky, we recapitulate as follows :

All such lotteries of every name and nature (in Kentucky) are

vnlmrful andfraudulent* because:

Fir$t. Tho cliartcrs under which they profess to operate wcro

exhausted years ago—so says Court of Appeal* for Kentucky.

S> coral. Even if each and every grant made by the Legislature

of Kentucky had not been long since exhausted by tho raising of

the amount named, yet they are now defunct, by reason of tho

abtoluU repeal of all lottery grant* by the act of April 30, lb78.
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Third. All single number lotteries are frauds, and unlawful,

as they never had a grant for a single number lottery at any time.

The original grant was on the Ternary plan. (So says Court of

Appeals, June, 1880.)

Fourth. The United States Supreme Court has affirmed the

right of a legislature to repeal lottery grants ; therefore the acts

•of 1856 and 1878, repealing these grants, are both in full force.

The Kentucky lotteries are therefore unlawful and fraudu

lent, and it is worse than pouring water into a sieve with expec

tation of catching the same, to invest money in their tickets with

hope of fairness or profit.
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CHAPTER XXI.

THE LOUISIANA STATE LOTTERY.

TTo now come to deal with a concern that makes pretentious

claims to respectability andfair dealing as justification of its ex

istence.

It is too late in the history of this country and of the world

to regard lotteries as respectable or honest. Their record lias

been made ; their history is written. It is a record and history

of fraud on the part of the promoters, and of speculation and

ruin on the part of the victim. Thousands have gone down into

this whirlpool, sacrificing in its vortex their honor, their charac

ter, and their position in society. To attempt at tliis time, to

shield the lottery system from public execration, is a folly second

only to that of the credulous simpleton who spends his money for

the tickets with the expectation of ever getting any return.

It is argued that Washington at one time lent the use of his

great name to sanction the drawing of a lottery ; and to-day two

men, made prominent by their official nmk and position in " the

late unpleasantness," sell the use of their names to add an alleged

respectability to one of the most monstrous of the lottery

schemes of the day.

There are many things that salt will not save.

Respectability cannot be injected in sufficient quantities, into

the lottery enterprises of the present, to shield them from the

public condemnation they so richly merit ; and while two men

are content to sell at a round figure their personal reputation as

sponsors for the Louisiana State Lottery, let it Ixj remembered

that there are thousands of other gentlemen equally well known,

who, were the salary offered them ten times $15,000 a year,

would scorn to hold a position whereby they would bo aiding and

abetting an incalculable injnry to their country, by corrupting the

morals of the youth, beciraring hundreds of families, and sending

sorrow into thousands of households.



352 FRAUDS EXPOSED.

I say, and say without fear of contradiction, that these two

ex-Confederate generals, G. T. Beauregard and Jubal A. Early,

by bolstering up this nefarious gambling scheme, are doing far

more harm to our country than they ever did in battle, openly

fighting against the forces who were contending for the grand

institutions left us by our forefathers.

We are told that many of the public buildings, and charitable

and educational institutions in different States, have been erected

through the agency of the lottery ; and the .Roman Catholic

Church, not content with the millions of revenue collected from

rich and poor by an unrelenting system of tax and tithe, has

sanctioned and fostered this method of raising money. The first

lottery drawn in London was removed from a jewelry shop to a

church, in order to give to its drawing an air of sanctity. But in

the United States, to-day, the sanction of the Roman Catholic

Church is regarded neither as evidence of absolute right nor of

morality, in such matters.

This plan of bolstering up frauds with the support of figure

heads, did not originate with the Louisiana State Lottery.

A few years ago, the whole country was covered with adver

tisements of a Public Library scheme, which was inaugurated at

Louisville, Ky., and the honorable name of Gov. Branilette was

given as an assurance to the public of its faithful and honest

administration. The object, as set forth, was the establishment

of a library that should, in magnificence, vie with any other insti

tution of the kind. It was to be like the ocean, boundless and

free to all ; where all might come and read without money and

without price.

What has been the result ? who have been enriched ? The

records inform us that there M'ere five "gift concerts," where was

realized a gross profit of $2,683,103.68. Less than five years

after its inauguration, the " library " had but $2.67 to its credit ;

but magnificent palaces and dwellings have been reared by tho

managers, and stand to-day as finger-boards, pointing the way

where thousands lost their money for the benefit of a select and

respectable few.
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One of ancient days built a monument to his military achieve

ments with the skulls of his victims.

When an enlightened public sentiment applauds that deed, it

will be time to salute with approving honors these few respectable

men of to-day, who rear their palatial homes and dwellings out of

the scanty earnings of the laborer—monuments of the blighted

hopes of many a poor infatuated lottery victim.

Let us see how lotteries are regarded by law makers. In

Octolier, 1*26, lotteries ceased to be lawful in England. The

Encyclopedia Britannica says :

Lotteries, which had proved unaccountably prejudicial to public morals,

by fostering among the people a pr»i>cii»ity fur gambling, and which, in a

financial point of view, bad yielded but a trilling amount of revenue to the

State, were put an end to by a Treasury minute, which provided that, from

and afu-r that date (Oct., ltttG), they should cease and determine.

The historian tells tis that, as early as 1699, they were

denounced in tliat country as a " cheat," and their agents as

" pillagers of the people." In 183o, in France, a law was passed

abolishing all lotteries, and confiscating the property offered by any

lottery company, and punishing by fine and imprisonment those

engaged in conducting them. A few years ago it became com

mon, in Scotland, to dispose of merchandise by means of lotteries ;

but this was subsequently condemned by their statutes. Attempts

were made to evade the laws, and esjMx-ially to make the transac

tion resemblo a legal sale, by affixing a prizo of some value to

every ticket; but this was punished as a fraud, even where it

could be proved, that the prize equaled in value the price of the

ticket.

The Congress of the United States lias declared that no letters

or circulars concerning a lottery shall be carried in the mails, thus

cloning this great thoroughfare of communication to these schemes.

In May, 1 >^0, the Supreme Court of the United States declared

•a follows :

That lotteries are demoralising in their effects, no matter bow carefully

regulate*!, cannot, in the opinion of this Court, ha doubted. There is now

Bcmnrelr a State in the I'nion where they are tolerstiil, and (.'"ugreaa liar

eoatftrd a special statute, the object of * bich is to close the malls against thou.

23
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They are a species of gambling and -wrong in their influences. They disturb

the checks and balances of a well-ordered community. Society built on such

foundation -would, almost of necessity, bring forth a population of speculators

and gamblers, living on the expectation of what chance might award them

from the accumulations of others.

Many of the States have, by constitutional enactments, prohib

ited lotteries.

In New York and Pennsylvania, they are specially declared to

be public nuisances ; and we not only have a constitutional

enactment, but stringent laws besides.

It is said, and I believe it is correct, that there is but

one State in the Union in which a lottery is legal. Yet the

demoralization, to-day existing from the lotteries that are spread

broadcast over the country through the newspaper advertise

ments, and with their agents scattered throughout the United

States, offering their tickets in open defiance of laws to the con

trary, is so great, and the power and influence of the sources of

profit from these enterprises is so potent, that our laws are

defied, our courts prostituted, and political party leaders secretly

and strongly pronounced in favor of the men who are spreading,

broadcast, demoralization over our land.

But let us devote a moment to the opinion of one of our most

eminent judges, of whom it has been truly said, " His decision

remains an enduring monument to his indefatigable industry, his

untiring zeal; and, above all, to his high sense of honor and

integrity. His opinions delivered both from the Supreme Court

of his State, and from that of the nation, will ever* be regarded

as of highest authority ;" and this great judge spoke not only for

his own day, but his prophecies are more than fulfilled at this

present time.

In the case of the State of Tennessee against Smith & Lane,

(2 Yer. Tenn. R.), Judge Catron says :

Whenever money or other valuable thing is hazarded, and may be lost, or

•Remarks of Hon. A. A. Freeman, Aast. Atty-Genl. P. O. Dept., in Supreme

Court for the District of Columbia, in case of M. A. Dauphin r». D. M. Key,

P. M. Gen'l.
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i than the value, obtained by clianre, it in framing within the statute, nor

will any name or aVriVr take it out of tkrir oprrnliont.

"Wliat ho farther says as a political reason, appeals with great

force to every patriot of to-day. Are there not men of moral

courage sufficient, to come forth and join hands, and strike down

this evil that is warring against the best interests of this country I

Head carefully what Judge Catron says :

The presumption of law ia that every man haa acquired hia property hon

estly ; and it is the policy of errty trell regulated Qorerumumt that he ikall not to

deprived of il Kit/tout a fair equivalent. Tb.il ia particularly the ease in Repub

lics, where all should lx> independent in the means of subsistence. Reduce •

man to want, by ginning or otherwise, and he is no longer free to exercise the

elective franchise, but dependent upon the bond that furnishca himself and

family with bread. Not only ruin and beggary, but drnnkenneaa ia almost

uniformly the effect of gaming. The two vices combined, are more likely to

aap the foundations of our institutions than all others put together. Destroy

freedom of thought and independence of action in voting at primary elections

of the people, and the idea of governing by majorities is a farce, tbo popular

will a delusion bowing to the dictation of the wealthy minority.

The patriot, anxious for tbo prosperity ofhiseonutry, and the durability of

her institutions, repines at the thought of seeing the haggard, hungry and

naknl gambler, or the besotted drunkard, dragged to the polls and forced to

vote at the beck of his, I might almost any, master, and he a champion of the

loo table or faro bank. In pecuniary means a political power, knavery rises

npon the ruins of honesty and independence. Wheresoever, in these Repub

lics, gaming is in any shape tolerated, panperism supported by the Govern

ment is, in nine instances in ten, the consequence of It and ita kindred

▼ice, drunkenness.

These are a few of the political considerations going to influence legisla-

lation wholly to suppress e\ery species of gaming. I<ct ns look to some

other reasons, partly moral, nud still more conclusive of the correct ne>s of the

policy.

There is implanted in the nature of man an inclination to gamble, which

of all others ia most difllcult to bring within the restrainta of law. The In

dian will stake his wife, and the ancient German would stake himself, to

gratify the passion I Knelt us, eh. x : 91 1. From these Sir William rllockatone

(4 Com. 1T1) supposes our ancestor*, the English, must have inherited it, and

•■tailed it upon their descendants.

Tito Judge paints a picture that can bo fonnd to-day in real

life, without the necessity of probing very deep to discover it.

This evil lias stricken its deadly fangs into the body politic, and
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paralyzes the arm of justice, so that the laws are no longer en

forced. He says :

Like other passions, which agitate the great mass of the community, it lies

dormant until once aroused, aud then, with the contagion and fury of a pes

tilence, it sweeps morals, motives to honest pursuits and industry, into the

vortex of vice; unhinges the principles of religion and common honesty ; tlio

mind becomes ungovernable, and is destroyed to all useful purposes ; chances

to successful gambling alone are looked to for prosperity in life, even for

the daily means of sustenance ; trembling anxiety for success in lotteries, at

the faro bank, or loo table, oxclude all other thoughts. Expectation is dis

appointed; more losses are sustained; the highly excited and desperate feel

ings are kindled by drunkonness, from which arises a wretch with a reckless

ness and desolation of feeling that the genius of a Shakespeare, or a Milton,

could not, nor can any man, describe.

Swindling, forgery, theft, every crime that extreme necessity and outcast despera

tion can suggest to man lost to all the moral ties, though guarded against, are likely

shortly to follow in the train.

We ask him who has known the world and ways of men as they are, not as

they should be, are these not truths f

Have you seen the poisonod arrow pierce the devoted victim f Have you

seen him driven to desperation, and end his misery in self-destruction f

Have you yourself felt the sting of this deadly passion f If you have known

and felt these, you can, aud do, understand us.

Then referring to the individual and the effects upon the mind

and habits, he says :

Gaming in any and every shape lays itself at the root of industrious habits.

Where is the man, or the woman, who will labor at home or abroad pa

tiently to earn a few shillings by tho day, when excited by the hope of

winning $10,000 or $100,000 in a lottery f All rest in anxious expectation of

the highest, or a very high, prize.

Whore is the professional man or mechanic who will toil at his vocation,

and acquire by shillings, when his mind is diseased by similar hopes I

We know he abandons his calling, aud relies upon gambling chance for

his own, and his family's support ; the man is a vagrant in mind and conduct,

and must beg, swindle, steal or starve.

Gaming is a general evil, loads to vicious inclinations, destruction of

morals, abandonment of industry and honest employments, a loss of self-

control and respect.

Frauds, forgeries, theft, make up the black catalogue of crime, the closing

scene of which generally ends in highway robbery, or murder. The Amer

ican and European journals are full of cases of the most distressing nature; of

bankers, merchants, clerks of banking institutions, men in almost every de
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acription of trout, public an<l private, becoming bankrupts and thieve* to

toe ruin of tlicruaelvea and other*.

Look for the source of their misfortune ; yon And it in lotteries, loo, faro,

thimble, dice, and the like.

Judge Catron then defines the different gambling game*, and

compares the lottery with them. Ho clearly shows how tho in*

tcrcst in property obtained by purchase in common is clearly

within tho description of gaining as laid down and explained by

him, and especially in raffling, cards, faro, and other gambling

games.

lie then adds :

Lotteries are mora extensive in their consequences, and at least equally

pernicious with gaining at curds, in corrupting the morals, prostrating the

industrious and steady habits, and wonting the property, and that, too, of a

credulous portion of the community, little iuclined to gamble otherwise ;

hence the additional penalties.

It was stated in argument aa a notorious foot, in the two counties from

which these coses come up, young and old, male and female, black and white,

had been and now were gambling together in lotteries.

Lotterir* are gambling, and odious gambling.

The master and mistress from the parlor, the cook from the kitchen, the

ostler from the stable, the boarding-school miss, the boy at his grammar, the

apprentice boy; every age, color, and condition of men, women, and children,

are found gambling together.

It draws in the young and unwary, associate* them with idle and vicious

ragalioods, degrades them inevitably. It may be, and no doubt generally is,

attended with the grow*! cheat*, practiced upon the giddg and brlplr** ticket

bolder*. The seller of the lottery ticket may give them something or nothing,

at pleasure, keep everything worth having himself, or award it to friends.

To talk o/bouentg andfair dealing* is tuck transaction* would bo wont titan idl*.

Hon. A. A. Freeman, Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-

Office Department, in his able argument before the Supreme

Court of tho District of Columbia, in the suit of " M. A. Dauphin

vs. tho Postmaster-General,'' most admirably answers one of the

arguments used by these men. Ho says :

We are told, however, that all government* hare, at one time or another,

not only authorized, but encouraged lotteries. We have Keen, howe\er, that

this policy was resorted to as a means of raising revenue. Were it otherwise,

however, the argument would be entitled to but little weight. There are but
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few practices, however monstrous, that have uot, at some age of the world,

received recognition.

It is to be remarked, however, that the promoters of this system, conscious

of their inability to challenge criticism of an enlightened public sentiment,

have almost invariably endeavored to purchase the absolution of the Church,

and the commendation of the State, by sharing their plunder with a public

charity, or devoting a portion to some public improvement.

Recurring now to the Louisiana State Lottery, we consider the

oft-harped-on string, the legality of the enterprise. Yes, the

Louisiana Legislature did legalize this Lottery, and, in the very

words of the Act itself, not only branded the lottery system a

fraud, but stated, in so many words of plain English, that the

citizens of the State having been robbed by others, the State

sanction was now given to a scheme whereby others might in turn

be robbed by the citizens of Louisiana. Here are some extracts

from the Act of Aug. 11th, 1868, establishing the Louisiana State

Lottery :

Section I.—Be it enacted by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of the State

of Louisiana in General Assembly convened : That, whereas many millions of dol

lars have been withdrawn from, and lost to this State by the salo of Havana,

Kentucky, and Madrid, and other lottery tickets, policies, combinations, aud

devices, and fractional parts thereof, it shall hereafter be unlawful to sell,

offer, or expose for sale any of them, or any other lottery, policy, or combina

tion, ticket or tickots, devices or certificates, or fractional parts thereof, ex

cept in such manner, and by such persons, their heirs, executors, assigns, as

shall be hereinafter authorized. • * •

Section II. Article II.—The objects and purposes of this corporation are,

First, The protection of the State against the great losses heretofore

incurred by sending large amounts of money to other States and foreign

countries for the purchase of lottery tickets, and devices, thereby impoverish

ing our own people.

It will be seen by this, that the Legislature of this State pro

nounces against every other lottery except one of their own

choice ; and the price that the people of the State of Louisiana

are to receive is, $40,000 a year, for twenty-five years, or so long

as this lottery exists.

Nothing can exceed this bold and bare record of one State

officially proposing to legalize a system of wholesale plunder upon

its 6ister States; but of the same species of effrontery is the
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brazen demand of the managers of this wholesale pillaging scheme,

that the United States government make its postal service an aid

in carrying out the fraud, even to disseminating throughout the

various States the very tilings against which these States have

legislated ; that is, that the Louisiana State lottery tickets must

be carried through tho mails and thrust upon the community in

defiance of public and private morality, and the law of the land.

One State says to all the other Stake, lotteries are frauds, and

none of you shall sell any tickets of any lotteries in your States

within tho bounds of this State, but we will defy your laws, and

send our tickets into every State in the Union regardless of your

laws. We believe in State rights, we do !

But halt 1 stand, and answer 1 Is the Louisiana Lottery illegal

and fraudulent? Read the following, and then answer the ques

tion intelligently. They illegally advertise in New York, in the

newspapers. They say :

THE LOUISIANA STATE LOTTERY

la the Ouly Legalized Lottery in this Country.

It wae voted on by the people of Louisiana and became a part of the Con

stitution of that State, and haa been approved by the Government of tho

United States.

This is a fraud on its face, if tho following act of The Gexekal

Asskmdlv of Thk State ok Loiisiana means anything. This

was approved March 2H, LS79, and reads :

AN ACT.

Br.cno* 1. fttil tnaetcd h$ Iht Stnmle and IToute of ReprmemlaUm of the Suit

of Lomitan* in Central Auemblf convened, That the following aeta, to wit:

** An art entitled an art to increase tho reveuurs of the State and to authorise

the incorporation and establishment of the Louisiana State Lottery Company,

and to repeal certain acta now in force," being act No. 25 passed at the unit

session of the First Legislature begun and held ou the JOth duy of June, |HtW ;

also aa act entitled " An art relative to the unlicensed aale of lottery tickets

in the city of New Orleans, and conferring on the police courts the power to

suppress the same," being art No. 9 of the second session of the Third l<egte-

lature, begun and held on the 5th day of January, l*~4 ; and an act entitled

" An art relative to crimes uml offences, to declare the ante of illegal lottery

ticket*, or the drawing of an/ illegal lottery, a misdemeanor, and to provid*



360 FRAUDS EXPOSED.

for the punishment of the same, and to regulate the evidence to be received

upon the trial of such offences ;" and any and all other laws upon the same sub

ject matter passed in the interest of the Louisiana State Lottery Company,

be and the same are hereby repealed.

Section 2. lie it further enacted, etc., That the Louisiana State Lottery

Company be and the same is hereby abolished, and prohibited from drawing

any and all lotteries, or selling lottery tickets either in its corporate capacity

or through its officers, directors, stockholders, members, or agents, directly

or indirectly.

Section 6. He it further enacted, etc., That this act shall take effect from

and after the thirty-first day of March, A. D. (1879) eighteen hundred and

Berenty-nine.

Note the further provisions of same act, to wit :

Section 3 provides a penalty of both fine and imprisonment, for selling, bar

tering, exchanging, giving or otherwise disposing of lottery tickets.

Section 4 provides the same penalty for setting up or promoting any lottery

in the State of Louisiana.

But it is claimed that the Constitutional Convention that met

July 23, 1879, at the city of New Orleans, passed upon this lot

tery, and that " It was voted upon by the people of Louisiana,

Dec, 1879, and became part of the constitution of that State."

Let us see what the facts are. Article 157 of the Constitution

of 1879 says :

Art. 157. No power of suspending the laws of this State shall be exercised

unless by the General Assembly or its authority.

The logical conclusion then is, that the General Assembly is the

only law making and law suspending power. We must look to

the General Assembly then for authority of law, for a reinstating

of this charter and power to revive and resurrect this "lost

cause."

Another article provides as follows :

Art. 172. Gambling is declared to bo a vice, and the General Assembly

shall enact laws for its suppression.

All lotteries are gambling. See decision of the United States

Supreme Court already quoted, also Judge Catron's opinions in

this chapter, where he says, "Lotteries are gambling, and odious

gambling." Wo have then, a duty defined, and an obligation

laid upon the General Assembly to enact laws for the suppression
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of gambling. It does not say " Faro," " Black and red," " Policy,"

or " Lottery;" it is fair to suppose then, that it mcauB all gambling

of every kind and grade.

Then follows an authorization to the General Assembly, to

"grant lottery charters" or privileges; provided $40,000 per

year be paid annually into the treasury of the State. It further

provides for the disposition of the $40,000, and then says, " and the

charter of said Company is recognized as a contract binding on

the State for the period therein specified except its monopoly

clause, which is hereby abrogated."

We print below the entire section, but before coming to it, I

want the reader to pause one moment and sou if this Lottery Co.

Jtad su<-h a charter at that time ; or if the General Assembly liad

deputed power to any one to grant a charter. Clearly no.

The Louisiana Lottery Co. had no charter at this time. Proof

—The act of March 28, 1879, passed and approvedfour month*

previous to the Convention, and nine month* prior to the vote of

the people on the adoption of this constitutional question, had

positively repeaUd their charter.

Their right to thus repeal this charter, and the constitutionality

of this act of the General Assembly is affirmed in most positive

terms by the United States Supreme Court, May, IjvsO. What

follows! Why if the act of the General Assembly of March 2%

1 ^79, was constitutional, this Company had no charter affording

to lav.

Again, Bee. 157 says, JTo pmcer of suspending the lairs of this

State shall be exercised unless by t/ie General Assembly or its

authority. Clearly then it requires an act of the General As

sembly to suspend the act of March 2^, 1870, and until that is

done this pretentions Company has no charter. I do not protend

to bo wise in law, but have common sense enough to understand

tiiat a mule cannot draw a load that he is not liitched to.

Now wo are ready to read the section above referred to, that

they claim reinstates them. At this time, in lair, there was no

such thing as the Louisiana Lottery Company. But there were

btringent laws against any and all lotteries.
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Art. 167. The General Assembly shall have authority to grant lottery

charters or privileges; provided, each charter or privilege shall pay not lena

than forty thousand dollars per annum in money into the treasury of tho

State; and provided further, that all charters shall cease and expire on the

first of January, 1895, from which time all lotteries are prohibited in the

State.

The forty thousand dollars per annum now provided by law to be paid by

the Louisiana State Lottery Company, according to the provisions of its

charter, granted in the year 1808, shall belong to the Charity Hospital of New

Orleans, and the charter of said Company is recognized as a contract binding

on the State for tho period thereiu specified, except its monopoly clause, which

is hereby abrogated, and all laws contrary to the provisions of this article aro

hereby declared null and void ; provided, said Company shall file a written

renunciation of all its monopoly features in the office of the Secretary of State

within sixty days after the ratification of this constitution.

Please refer back to this section a moment where it says, " The

forty thousand dollars per annum now provided by law." They

evidently ignore the act of March 28, 1879, but I submit, reader,

that this repealing act, backed by the decision of the U. S. Su

preme Court, is better law than the absurdities of this constitu

tional enactment.

I have examined this new constitutional enactment with care,

and I cannot discover a single other reference to this subject. I

submit that in law and infact this gambling scheme is unlawful

in every State in the Union but one, and especially unlawful in

the State that first gave it birth.

A business branded by the Legislature of every State but one,

by the Congress of the United States, and the decisions of the

highest courts in the land, requires something more than the

respectability of two ex-confederate Generals, to commend it to

any sensible man or woman. And as it derives all its respect

ability from these two gentlemen, I submit it is time for them

to withdraw in the interest of the thousands of poor deluded

wretches in all parts of our land who are yearly ruined by the

seductive and lying advertisements when it says, " only legalized

lottery in this country," and " approved by the government of tho

United States." Rather a peculiar kind of legality in act of

March 28, 1879, and a very questionable approval in the decision

of the U. S. Supreme Court, already quoted on page 353.
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la not the newspaper a mighty power for evil, when it sells it-

pelf for money to become the agent for such devices to rob and

oppress the poor f

During the month of October, 1S80, a representative of a very

reputable firm in New York city came to my office with a young

man, a former employee who for years hud held a trusty and

honorable position. This young man was the victim of this and

the twin evil, policy. His story was as follows. Last Thanks

giving he got drunk and lost thirty dollars l>elongiiig to his em

ployers. In a moment of despair, he visited one of these gambling

hells where policy is run and lottery tickets are sold. Ho invested

and was almost beside himself because he made a small "hit."

He then entered that seeming delectable state where his fortune

was sure. He made If 15 and had enough to repay half of his

loss. But he must have all, and so he staked his money and lost.

So sure was ho of gaining that he again helped himself to a Binall

sum from his employers, in the vain Iiojhj of replacing all. He

lost, and at last he confessed to having stolen $1,300 cash, every

dollar of which he had lost and $5<K) besides.

This is the fruit of this cursed seed-sowing. Tliis is lighting the

gambling torch (hat quickly fires the imagination of our youth,

burning out self-respect, self-control, honesty, disposition to hon

est labor, affection for friends and that love or respect for God,

which holds a man liack from evil. These schemes curse our youth.

But to return to our new constitution. Read what the I*. S.

Supreme Court says alxmt grants or charters to lotteries, coming

under the head of " Police power," etc. ; then read the following

section of the Constitution of Louisiana :

AST. 33Ti. TberxerrUeof the nolle* power of the State shall ntnr h» akrid/ti,

dot so ronatrnrd at to penult ror|M>rationa to conduct their buainena in such

manner M to Infringe the equal rigliUof Individual* or Ik* general yriltbfmf

e/tksSUU.'

What say you, reader f Is " the only legalized lottery in the

country n legal I

Is it not a good deal like a stubborn Irishman, who was driving

a mule attached to a loaded truck, and when some one came along
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and unhitched his mule, he sat down and stoutly maintained that

his mule should " be afther drawing the load any way," at the

same time failing to hitch his mule to his truck ? It certainly

looks as though this lottery mule had been knocked out of the

traces by the law-making power, and now the managers purpose

to make it draw just the same as before, notwithstanding it is not

legally hitched up. The Irishman, mule, and cart were all pres

ent, but so long as he did not harness his mule to his truck it was

no go. So, here, the Act of the General Assembly and the Con

stitution both mention this lottery, still they do not jibe. The

repealing Act is about like hitching the mule to the wrong end

of the truck.

And now what have we ? The Louisiana Lottery is said to

be respectable ; and the following certificate has been repeatedly

published in connection with their advertisements, as their char

acter.

EXTRAORDINARY DRAWINGS,

Under the personal supervision of

Generals G. T. Beauregard, and Jural A. Early.

Now the ordinary reader of this advertisement supposes that

these two gentlemen supervise all these drawings. Not so, how

ever ; only the two " Extraordinary " ones. There is no sjaonsor,

no security, no references for the other ten where the poor man,

from the low price of tickets, is most tempted to deposit his dollar.

Before going farther, let us consider the receipts and disburse

ments of the Louisiana Lottery Company, basing our estimates

upon the figures they themselves furnish, and supposing that they

fulfill their published business programme.

According to the advertised plan of the Louisiana Lottery

Company, they claim to sell in each month, for ten months of the

year, 100,000 tickets at $2 apiece, or, $2,000,000 per year; and

for two months (extraordinary drawings) 100,000 tickets each

month at $10 each, or, a total of $2,000,000. The total receipts

for the twelve months are therefore $4,000,000.

One per cent, of this, or $40,000 is paid to the State of Louis

iana, as provided by the Legislature in the Company's charter.
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The offices are at New Orleans and New York. Supposing tho

rent of the home office to be $20,000 per year, and of the New

York office to be $5,000, a very large estimate in each case, the

total paid for rent is $25,000.

Then allow $500 a day for advertising, or $1S7,500 per year,

and allow 20 per cent, of the entire receipts, as agents' commis

sion, clerk hire, office expenses, etc., another total of $800,000.

The Company claims to pay an average of alx>ut $100,000 in

each of their ordinary drawings, and $502,000 each in the two

extraordinary drawings, a total of $2,124,000. The whole is as

follows :

receipts.

1 .ono.nno ticket* a tu |3,000,000

SUO.OOO ticket* a $10 3,000,000

ToUl H,ooo,<x>o

DISBURSEMENTS.

One per cent, of receipts. $ 40,000

Office rent JCi.000

Advertising ItfifiitO

Commissions and incidentals. rtX),(J00

Prises paid 3,124,000

Total $3,176\M0

Balance H23.500

$4,00(1,000

Thus allowing theso men everything that they claim, the profit

would bo $823,500 per year, or $2,623.11 per day, a very Yair

reward for systematically robbing the public.

Query. Who furnishes the money for expenses and prizes}

Ticket buyers.

But no Kino man of intelligence believes this concern conducts

it* affairs as it claims to conduct them. Remember, there aro

each month to bo counted 100,000 tickets, each individual one of

which must be in tho wheel at the time of the drawing.

Who injures that this is done? Do Messrs. Beauregard and

Early 1 Who certifies for them i Educated by tho Government

of the United States at West Point, did not those men take tho

solemn oath of allegiance to their country ( And wliat liecame

of theso oaths when the Civil War came ! Can they lie truxted

with tho poor man's earnings and tho widow's mite, who thus

.
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violated their high oaths of office ? In all sincerity I repeat, who

vouches for them ?

Let it be remembered we are considering the security, the refer

ences, the bonds, if you please, of this company. In all mercan

tile business, if bonds or security are offered, the investor has a

right to examine as to their face value ; and upon this basis alone

we ask the reader, and especially the purchaser of lottery tickets,

to consider the worth of these securities, as above. The oath

administered to the graduate of West Point is binding through

life.

While preparing this a friend says, " You will be charged with

waving the ' bloody 6hirt 1' " If so, let it wave. Let the shouter

examine it carefully, and he will find it is a garment made out of

finest and most costly fabric ; the warp is principles more grand

and glorious than the everlasting hills—principles that our fore

fathers sacrificed home, friends, and life itself to secure ; and our

fathers and brothers fought, bled, and died to perpetuate and

defend. There is not one syllable to hint, or pretence made, that

this garment is not spotless, save the crimson stain. Look again,

shouter, and you will find the bloody stain trickles down from

over the heart, which was pierced by the bullet of rebellion.

These institutions thus created, perpetuated, and defended, mean

the concentration of principles that exalt a nation and insure

peace and harmony, freedom of thought, freedom of speech,

freedom of press, freedom to vote according to the dictate of our

consciences, and then the right to have our votes counted as cast ;

and over all, freedom to worship God. I am not ashamed of

these principles or this position. I cannot say wrong is right,

even for the sake of being considered popular.

But it will require more respectability to make lottery gamb

ling fair, honest, or desirable as an investment, than can be pro

duced or guaranteed from the broken oath of allegiance to their

country, by these two Confederate generals—god-fathers to this

heartless monster. Before they lay claims to high-toned respect

ability, let them first show that they respect the laws of the land

by obeying them, and cease to defy the laws by allowing their
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agents to openly violate them. Let these gentlemen at least pro-

tot against their agents sending their circulars through the mails

in violation of United States laws, or selling tickets, or advertis

ing in newspapers, contrary to the laws of every State in the Union

but one.

Respectability that does not honor the laws of the land suffi

cient to ol»y them, is a poor guarantee or recommendation for

this kind of robbery, that deprives widows and children of their

natural protection and support ; breeds gamblers, and unsettles

the welfare of a community by turning honest trade and occupa

tion into gaming and unhealthy speculation.

Lotteries are no more respectable than Faro, Banco, Red nud

Black, or Policy. Yet the potent influence and power of this cruel

system is so great that jxditieiar.s IhmhI their necks to carry the

yoke, and officials violate their solemn oaths of otficc, and there

by consent to place themselves on the level of the perjurers in

order to aid, abet and protect this outlawed and illegal traffic.

Tho official who thus violates his oath of office, and screens and

protects those who openly defy tho laws, is more to be censured

than tho managers of theso schemes. No; let the man who

swears to do a certain thing do it, or else let him step down and

out of office, and cease to fill a position he has already dishonored.

Laws should be enforced in the interest of tho people and not

the party. The politician in office is there not to lino his own

pockets, or secure future position for himself, hut is there to serve

the l'o>pU during his entire term of office.

It is not protended, even by those who claim to know, tliat tho

ex-Confederate Generals Beauregard and Early certify to other

than the two " Extraordinary Drawings/' Who then looks after

the Urge interests of the dupes in the ten other drawings \

Twenty-six hundred dollars is a very largo profit to come daily

into the hands of a concern like this. Hen with stu-h an incomo

seldom bother about tho dollar of the poor. Just try to imagine

these men every month counting over and checking off each of

the 100,<hk) tickets! It is absurd. No sensible man for a mo

ment believes it.
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Where then are the interests of the ticket holders secured ?

Who is to look after the rights of the tens of thousands of delud

ed individuals throughout the North and the East, who invest

their savings in this gambling scheme ?

Verily, the fools are not all dead yet ; and so long as their hosts

increase so long will these lottery schemers fatten upon their cre

dulity. Is it not time that wise men took the fools into their

keeping, and protect them by stamping out these infamous, out

rageous frauds, all lotteries ?

We have now given them just what they lay claim to in their

printed circulars and advertisements, to wit : that every ticket is

sold, and that all the prizes are drawn each time.

The way they get over this matter of selling every ticket is

this. Every agent, and every gambling hell, of which some fifty

places sell or formerly 6old their tickets in the city of New York,

is obliged to pay for these tickets when they are taken from the

office of the Northern manager ; but all tickets that remain in the

hands of the agent on the day of drawing may be returned to the

manager, and the price that he paid for them is returned to him,

60 that these tickets come back into the possession of the manager,

and he, or his employers, has the benefit of these numbers, and

the prizes that they draw.

Now for argument sake we say, there are 75,000 tickets sold ;

that is $150,000 worth disposed of. About 60 per cent, of these

tickets are sold at the North, perhaps more.

In the city of New York, a careful estimate showed that more

than fifty different places sold these tickets, many of which run

a Policy shop, or Gambling Hell. 25,000 tickets remain unsold,

the 100,000 numbers are put in the wheel. The managers of the

Louisiana Co. have 25,000 chances to every one ticket held by the

poor man or poor woman. Where is the fairness or justice in

this?

" But," some one says, " there are some prizes paid. I know

some one who drew a prize." Yes. Of course there must be

some showing or the business would die out. It is the best kind

of an advertisement, and while one man gets a prize, hundreds
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low all they invest. Thoughtless men read over the list of

prizes they Bee published each month, and see a number opposito

each prize, and thoughtless and ignorant ones Bay, " Why that is

all square, every prize is drawn." Just stop and answer this one

question. I low many numbers of those published belong to the

managers I

One of the principal men in this concern in tho North said to

roe when I asked him as man to man, what chance a poor man

had of drawing a prizo in this Lottery, " Not one in a thousand."

It is notorious, and has frequently been reported to me, that

Policemen in uniform have been seen frequently guarding the

line of men entering tho office of this Company on Broadway,

keeping the lino of ticket buyers in order while these men vio

lated the law directly under their nose ; and thronging those dena

will bo mechanic, apprentice, clerk, servant, seamstress, working

girl, wife, mother, all classes, all grades, depositing their monthly

contribution towards enriching a few men, who manage by this

monstrous enterprise to rob tho people, to breed gambling—and

enrich themselves.

Men are cither afraid to publish these facts, or else it pays

better to keep quiet.

It is enough for mo to know that these institutions are not

only conducted in bold and open defiance of law, but at tho samo

time they are demoralizing tho community.

Let our Legislatures in Stato and Congress look to it, that

every weak place in laws now existing is strengthened to govern

and punish tho sworn officer of tho law, who dares to permit

outrages like this to exist, to eat out and destroy tho moral life

and purity of our young men.

Wliilo heathen countries are becoming aroused to the enormous

evil, let not enlightened America be in tho background. Let tax

payers and philanthropists see to it, that the laws are rigidly

enforced, and these black spots blotted out of existence, and it

will be money in their pockets, as against tho largo sums neces

sary now to provide prison accommodation for th<*e who are

ruined, and food and clothing for those who are mado paupers.

24
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STARTLING FACTS.

The very latest ! After this chapter had been put in type, and

the week following the above incident of a youth stealing $1,300

to gamble with, a mother came into my office, and bursting

into tears, asked if I would not help her 1 I assured her I would

if in my power. She then drew from a paper a picture of an

only son, her " baby " boy about 17 years of age, saying he was

missing and begged me to find him. Then with breaking heart

she told of robberies committed in different places ; then of his

running away and consorting with thieves; closing with an

agonizing prayer that I would hunt up and return her boy.

And this, is another name added to the steadily growing list of

those in honest pursuits, of respectable parentage, who become

crazed by these infernal gambling games. I wonder sometimes

that lightning does not descend from heaven and destroy these

worse than vampires, who fatten themselves on innocent youth.

The parent's anguish, the employer's interests, the youth's welfare,

the peace and happiness of home, the livelihood of wives and

children, the best interests of society, and the future prosperity

of the community, all are disregarded by those who run the

gambling dens of the city of New York. Why are not these

dens closed ? Ask the Governor of this State, whose high office

it is to see these laws enforced ! Ask the Prosecuting Attorneys,

who permit indictment after indictment to be filed in the courts

and remain untried, while the criminal year after year openly

continues to violate the law !

Ask the 2,500 "best police in the world" who daily walk by

the 600 dens (or thereabouts), with doors open for any one to

walk in, and yet who fail to make an average of one arrest a day

out of all the six hundred open violations of law 1

Ask the Mayor of this city, why it is, that places that he per

sonally knew to be gambling hells and lottery shops, more than

one year and a half ago, still continue on unchecked, and that the

great battalion of policemen under him persist in not enforcing

these laws J
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Ask the merchant, lawyer, minister and layman,—busmen

men of all grades,—who, hound up in their business or calling,

sit criminally indifferent while these laws are violated and put

in contempt, thus leading tender youth to ruin !

Yes, ask the citizens of this great commonwealth, at whose

hands the blood of the hundreds of youth who perish each year

must bo required in the last great judgment day, why it is, that

something is not done at once to check the evils that are crowd

ing our jails with criminals from the better walks in life.

We hear the stereotype excuse of the Courts for not trying the

vender of obscenity, the gambler, lottery and policy man, " We

must try prison cases first." "The city prison is full of those

awaiting trial."

What are the prison cases ! The advancing army of young

criminals in the main. The recruits enlisted into crime in the

gambling hell, rum-shop, concert saloons and open dens of in

famy in this city, and those cursed by Evil Reading!

WHO ABB THEY?

Fathers, mothers, Christian and law-abiding citizens, hear the

answer. In many instance young menfrom tlie counting r*x>//»,

the store, l/te bank and the school room, seduced, crazed and led

to sir[ft destruction by the above influences.

WHY IS THIS PERMITTED?

That a few men may roll in wealth by the moneys secured.

Tliat a few politicians may find favor with the criminal class.

What do ]M>liticians care for tho community, so long as they are

helped into position and affluence by tho votes of tho votaries of

these dens 1

It is possible to close these dens. It is official corruption alone

that protects and makes them possible.

The evil of ol>sccno publication has !>ccn suppressed in tho

main ; and what remains is driven into dark corners and narrow

limits. How has this been done ? liy the rigid enforcement oflate.

Let the police do their duty, and not a place would bo open

twenty-four hours. Take for example tho jxk>1 rooms in IJarclay
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street. Here, within a stone's throw of Broadway, are large

rooms open in broad daylight, free to all, where the police can

walk in at their sweet will ; and these dens are thronged con

stantly with young men and clerks, beardless youth and boys. I

know it from personal knowledge. Who is to blame % The cap

tain of that precinct. Then the Police Board who do not remove

him for neglect of duty. Then the Mayor of this city, who fails

to see the laws properly enforced. Next the Governor of the

State, and then the people. I shall be abused for writing the

above. But it is true; and this is also true: our young men

under twenty-one years of age, like autumn leaves, are falling

on every side, and the man who keeps silent is worse than a

coward.

See what a low state of public morals makes possible.

The following is a record of gamblers and lottery men who

have been arrested, and who remain untried ; also 6ome who were

sentenced in Sept. and Oct., 1880. Let thinking men stop and

ponder.

B. Frank Moore, alias II. L. Plum, alias M. A. Dauphin, the

agent and manager of one lottery, was arrested in the United

States court Nov. 26, 1878, Nov. 11, 1879, and Oct. 8, 1880.

He or his clerks have been several times arrested in the

State courts besides, and yet he has never been tried in either

court. Proof of his guilt positive.

W. K. Porter was arrested Nov. 26, 1878, Nov. 10, 1879, in

the United States court. Notwithstanding repeated raids on his

office and arrests of his clerks since, in the State courts, his adver

tisements in newspapers appeared continually, his office was, and

is, constantly open, and he has wilfully defied the law all these

years. lie has never been tried on either of these charges.

G. Upington, the manager or cat's-paw of Simmons & Dickin

son at their main office, was arrested Nov. 11, 1879, and Oct.,

1880, and yet continues his unlawful business on Broadway,

within rifle shot of police headquarters. This office has fre

quently been raided in the State courts. He lias never been

tried.
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John Doff, a constant advertiser and open violator of law,

was arrested in. the State courts March 9, 1877, Feb. 13, 1880,

and in the United States courts March 9, 1877, Nov. 27, 1878,

and Nov. 10, 1S79, but never tried.

Max Borgcr was arrested Nov. 11, 1879, in the United States

court, and March 9, 1877, in the State court, but never tried in

either court. Continues in the business.

Thos. J. Taylor, arrested March 9, 1877, in State court, was

never tried. Has a den, open daily within a stone's throw of the

Court of General Sessions, and in full view of City Hall police

station, whore he runs a gambling helL

O. A. Jackson was arrested and convicted in United States

court and received the full penalty of the law, $500 fine and

costs, in 1877. Since then he has been arrested as follows : Dec.

10, 1S78, U. S. court; Nov. 10, 1879, State court; Jan. 23, 1880,

State court ; and although he has advertised almost daily, and kept

his place open in bold defiance of law, yet ho has never been

tried for any of these offences, not even indicted on the last ; nor

have I been permitted to go before tho Grand Jury. The den is

still open where he has been all these years. lie is father-in-law

of one of the managers of the Kentucky lottery fraud. And so

I might add on a long list of such outrages upon the people.

I present a list of persons who liave been sentenced since Sep-

tcmlxT 17, is80. Judge Cowing tried tho first wises while on tho

bench in September, and set a grand example by sending the two

first men to tho penitentiary. If this had been followed up no

lottery would dare run in this city. He sentenced N. Sherman

Head to 90 days and J. Emerson to 00 days imprisonment. Then

tho plea was set up that these were "old indictments," "first

offence," " tltat the laws had not In-en enforced,'' and other spe

cious arguments. Tho following cases were disposed of in Sep

tember by fine : Peter Miller, $25 ; Jas. II. Sturges and Charles

Tunis, each $15; William Armatagc, James Brown and Daniel

Murphy, each $10.

John Barrows was arrested in tho State court March 1.1, 1877,

also U. S. court Dec. 13, 1S79, Oct, 9, lsso, and yet never tried
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on cither charge, but Oct., 1880, was allowed to plead guilty and

xrasjined $5 in General Sessions Court. This is not what a hoy

dork would steal at one time from his employer after he had

boon crazed with the idea of drawing a prize by this lottery fraud.

A stock clerk would carry out in his pocket more than this in

value at one time of stolen goods from the notion, lace, hosiery,

ribbon or white goods department of his employer's store, in

order that ho might invest in this gambling device. They pre

tend to sell 100,000 tickets a month in this scheme. This is

$100,000. Barrows and his brother William were principals.

His brother was also fined $5. Here, we have two men engag

ing in a business which makes thieves of young men, lined §5

each, while if the clerk who robbed his employer, under the

pressure of temptation to risk his chance for a prize, this judge

would send this poor victim of lottery mania to State's prison for

a terra of years.

I clip the following from the Commercial Advertiser, October

29, 1SS0.

MORE LOTTERY DEALERS FIXED.

Ifotuy Abbott, Win. Gill, and Thos. Case, of Philadelphia, were arrested on

X\w 7th of August last at No. 319 Hroadway, on the complaint of George R.

I'larko, of No. 134 East Ono Hundred and Nineteenth street, for selling lottery

tickets to him. Thoy pleaded guilty to the charge to-day before Recorder

Smyth in tuo Court of General Sessions, and were fined $5 each.

This placo (319) was and is the office of B. Frank Moore, and

those men are agents of the Louisiana Lottery whose managers

rwoivo $4,000,000 per year. The manager pays the fines of the

clerk or agent whenever they accumulate an amount large enough

A> m<ike it an objectfor the agent to make out an account of them.

/V«v dollars is too insignificant an amount to put in a claim

/or. Tho Judge encourages the unlawful traffic, and protects the

poor manager with this paltry income of $4,000,000 per year, by

a merciful sentence of $5. But the mercy is all for the criminal,

and none for the people.

The following persons were sentenced in October, 1880, for

violation of Lottery and gambling laws, in General Sessions Court :
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OeL 1—Jose Fredsrick.... |12 50 Oct. 19—Conrad Ouper.... $10 00

" 1—Lou is Norman 10 00 " 19—Robert Bauber... .. 10 00

" 2—John Farley 10 00 " 2J—Henry Williams. .. 10 00

" 2—Charloa Carlton... 5 00 " 2.2—Alexander Jones. .. 10 00

- 4—John Barry 10 00 " 27—Peter J. Conlau 10 00

" 6—Chos. B. Barrows.. 5 00 " 27—John Trich 5 00

" 0-Wm. M. Barrows.. 5 00 " 89—Charles W.Davis. 6 00

•' 11—Thoo. Zsohoch 25 00 " 29—Henry Abbott 5 00

" IS—Edmund T. Zschoch 15 00 " 23—William Uile 5 00

" 14—Annie O'Nt-ll 5 00 " 29—Loo is Cart. 5 00

- 1H—William Jellorris.. 5 00

•• 19-^Jobn Edwards..... 10 00 t&B 50

•• 19—John Davis 10 00

A teacher punishing a disorderly boy with a rattan, after the

boy lias placed a sheet-iron shield under his jacket, is no more

ludicrous to the rest of the scholars who are in the secret, than it

is for any magistrate to sentence a man with a $4,000,000 incomo

back of him to a fine of $5, and then call that punishment under

the law.

The high duty of a judge on the bench, is, to mete out such a

sentence to criminals as shall punish the offender sufficiently to

deter him from future violations of the law, bo a warning to

others tempted to or violating the same laws, and protect tho in

tercuts of the community.

I do not hesitate to say that, when a judge enforces tho laws

against the sale of lhjuor, obscene publications, disorderly houses,

gambling hells, or lottery gambling—indeed, any offence tliat

leads young men to commit crime or seduces them from jwtlut of

virtue—so as to protect these offenders, encourage their work of

destruction and breeding criminals, or allows them to escape tho

penalty of tho law by a technical dodge, to continue right on in

their unlawful traffic, such a judge is no longer worthy to hold

the scales of justice, nor the office- of judge. Such conduct do-

files the ermine of Justice ; such acts, persisted in, must imj>each

the character and integrity of the one guilty of these outrages.

Another evil is growing steadily in this connection I con

demn it as jeopardizing the highest interests of tho community,

and as subversive of individual rights and personal interest ; to
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•wit, that a magistrate should permit, before trial, a prisoner or

his friends to approach him in private, and talk over his case and

arrange matters beforehand. My ideal of a magistrate in this re

spect was the late eminent United Slates judge for the Eastern Dis

trict of Pennsylvania, John Cadwallader. He sat to hear and try

the ease according to law and evidence, and he held that the only

proper place to secure even-handed justice, for people and accused

alike, was in open court, with both present, the facts being pro

duced and weighed according to law and the rules of evidence.

What hope for justice is there outside of this? I have had

»ver 4.~0 cases in court, and I speak from personal experience.

When a criminal lawyer, who scruples at nothing to win his case,

can have access to the ear of the Court and try his case in private,

without the presence of complainant and prosecution, there is

Little hope of justice. This is a growing evil, and a danger that

menaces the future jurisprudence of this State.

It w ill therefore be seen that the business man's interests are

at the- mercy of the wild, frantic, desperate condition, that is

awakened by these schemes and dens, in the minds of his young

employee*. They become infatuated, then step by step demoral

ised. Their limited salary, or funds are soon exhausted, and then

tiny turn to the employer's stock, or the parent's purse, for funds

to buy tickets, gamble, and visit the low gilded palace of lust

and shame,

Uonvsty is not a thing that lasts long in the character of

thv mind crazed with drawing a prize. The argument is, I will

•«*.( borrow this from my employer or parent, and return it be-

tv>;v it is missed, out of my winnings.

It merchants along the business thoroughfares of this city but

kuov the throngs of young men in the gambling hells in their

\ . • * ; it' thev could watch the clerk slip out and run to some

}vho or gambling hell, or lottery office, there are few merchants

: require bonds of every employee from stock clerk and

o.hn.' lv\ to salesman and confidential secretary.

Then iu this connection take the worst of these Hells that

e\i>t, w here vouug maidens, with the rosy flush of youth yet fresh
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on their faces, may bo seen in tho midst of scones of lewdness

and shame; where beardless youth, who under pretence, of

" working at the store to-night," or " going to call on some friend

up-town," slip out of their homes, with a lie on their lips, to de

ceive their devoted parents, only to frequent these stepping

stones down to a speedy life of shamo and disgrace. If Satan

should visit the earth in person and seek to secure a place to

open an entrance, or avenue direct to the infernal regions, no

more appropriate place could l>c found than in some of the dens

1 have had to visit in my official capacity, during tho present

week. I have 6cen halls crowded with young girls smoking

cigars, drinking wino and beer with up-town rich men's sons.

Minors of both sexes, sat in tho midst of scenes that made my

blood boil. Satan must get a new name for his province, as ho

has many rivals in this city, and " hell " seems very tamo when ap

plied to these places.

Let resectable men cease finding fault with Rev. Dr. Talmage

for giving vent to his righteous indignation, and his earnest effort

to touch the manhood of his hearers, and cause them to do some

thing against tins rapidly growing cviL The bott<>ml<'*a jril citn

vomit forth nothing j'outtT t/i tn some of t/t''«e densf And yet

our young men are J\utrinat?<l. Somo young men sneak into

the-e places from curiosity, somo from a lovo of it, and others

talk it over as something smart, because, they frequent such

places. Rich men, and their aons; support these places in the

main.

A short time ago, a lady high in society camo to mc, praying

me to save her daughters from disgrace by stopping her husband

visiting these places, saying, her husband would go to these re

sorts, and would spend $200 to $300 a day treating the gangs

that gathered there. And thru- times she. had gone to a den of

infamy after midnight and dragged her husband out and took

him home, for her daughters' sake. This "U-a-t"' once stood

high officially, and even now is accepted in society a» a repre

sentative man of wealth. Heaven save the mark !

The*} are startling facts. But they are facts. I cannot
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withhold them, even thougli I lose public favor. I could not

wash my hands of, or free my conscience from the blood of our

beloved youth if I remained silent. This inanimate pen would

cry out against me as an arrant coward, if it were possible, it

seems to me, were I for personal consideration to remain silent.

No. Let critics assail me, and doubt my word. Let the news

paper reporter or editor write his sarcastic article, and ridicule

and deride. Yes, let the father of lies himself howl and roar.

These are facts, and, being facts, I am more than justified in

recording, what from personal experience I know to be true. I

am sick, tired and disgusted with this namby-pamby sickly sen

timent, that sits down and does nothing to resist and check these

evils. What are we spared to grow up to be men for, if not to

he men—to act- manly, and do a man's work in a straightforward

and heroic manner ? Out upon those who say there is no danger,

and whine, " Well, these places will always exist ; there's no use

trying ; public sentiment is against you," etc. Public sentiment

cannot buy a man. It is not rich enough to buy a true man, and

ought not to be ever thought big or important enough to frighten

a man from the path of duty. Public sentiment for the right is

a mighty power, and is a grand and noble thing ; but arrayed on

the side of wrong,it is a thing so contemptible,that the man who

bows the knee to it soon loses his self-respect.

An honest, true man, has just one tlung that makes him richer,

braver, and in every way superior to a popular clamor for the

wrong, or a public favor that he must needs truckle and crawl to

secure—a clear conscience.

O ! that our young men could sit at their home tables as they

gather at the family meal, and, looking into their mother's or pure

sister's faces, say, " I am clean and pure, worthy of 6uch a home,

such a mother, such a sister !" But many cannot. Their lives are

hollow. Their faces are made out of the brass of deceit ; and

within there is no peace, because they are leading unclean lives;

they are the votaries of the gambling hell and dive of iniquity.
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CHAPTER XXII.

LAWS CONCERNING LOTTERIES AND GAMING.

We give in this connection the laws of the State of New York-

Many people arc ignorant of the laws, and cannot be made to feel

that there are strict laws now in force against these crimes.

The publication of these laws we deem very important, as they

show the pcoplo where the fault lies. Nearly all, if not every

one of the persons openly advertising in the daily papers are, and

have for more than a year been under indictment under thou

statutes.

The following is taken from Article Third of the

REVISED STATUTES, 1875.

Of litlttna and Gaming.

f. 40. Penalty for keeping • place for Rumbling.

S 41. Penalty for keeping gambling apparatus, ate.

4 43 On complaint, magistrate may issue a search warrant.

4 43. Officer may Issue warrant authorizing a forcible entrance to aniie

gambling apparatus, &c

4 41. Persons Inviting others to gambling houses liable for money lost, and

fine and imprisonment.

4 45. Officers whose doty it is to inform against and prosecute offenders;

penalty for omission.

4 46. IVualty for permitting gambling on a boat.

rvnaitr for * 40. If any person shall keep a room, building, oritur, booth,

uUu-^'r.fr »bcd, tenement, boat or float, to be used or occupied for gambling,

farabiuis. or ,i,n|| knowingly permit the same to be used or occupied for

gambling ; or if the owner, superintendent or agent of any nxun. building,

arbor, IkmiIIi, shed, tenement, boat or float, shall rent the sumo to lx> ii'nl or

orrnpied for gambling, lie shall, on conviction thereof, he fined in any sum not

leas than fifty nor more than flvo hundred dollars.'

rvnsltrfor Ml- If any person, for gambling purpose*, shall keep or exhibit

r*nV"*r a"J" gambling table, establishment, device or apparatus, or if any

doxr*. person or persons shall be guilty of dealing "faro,"or banking f>r

others to deal " faro," or acting as '" look-out" or game-keeper for the game of

■ "Ad act mere •ffrr'.ually to suppress gambling," passml July 10, lv.1, p. SO, as

—■intra by Laws US!, ch. MM. 1 1.
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"faro " or any other banking game, where money or property is dependent on

For selling the result, or if any person shall sell or vend what are commonly

tk-kets. known as or are called lottery policies, or any writing, card, paper,

or document in the nature of a bet, wager, or insurance upon the drawing or

drawn numbers of any public or private lottery, or if any person shall indorse

a book or any other document for the purpose of enabling others to sell or

vend lottery policies, he shall be taken and held as a common gambler, and

upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to not less tban ten days' hard

labor in the penitentiary, or not moro than two years' hard labor in the state

prison, and be fined in any sum not more than one thousand dollars, to be paid

into the county treasury where such conviction shall take place, for the use

of the common schools therein, to be divided among the school districts in

that county, in the same manner as the school money of the state is divided

among said districts, and in default thereof shall remain imprisoned until

such line be remitted or paid.'

Duty of $ 42. If au affidavit shall be filed with the magistrate or police

upon justice of any town or city, before whom complaint shall have been

COinade'nt milu0 °f an ofteuso against any provision of this act stating that

the affiant has reason to believe, and does believe, that the person so charged

in such complaint has upon his person or at any other place named in such

affidavit any specified articles of personal property, or any gambling table,

device or apparatus, or any lottery policies public or private, the discovery

of which might lead to establish the truth of such charge, the said magistrate

or justice may in his discretion by warrant, command the officer, who is

authorized to arrest the person so charged, to make diligent search for such

property and table, device, or apparatus, and if found to bring the same be

fore such magistrate or justice; and the officers so seizing shall deliver the

same to the magistrate or justice, before whom he takes the same, who shall

retaiu possession of said property, and be responsible therefor until the dis

charge, or commitment, or letting to bail, of the person so charged, and in case

of such commitment or lotting to bail of the person so charged such officer

shall retain such property, subject to the order of the court before which such

offender may be required to appear, until his discharge or conviction. And in

case of the conviction of such person the gambling table, device, or apparatus

shall be destroyed, and the household property and other fixtures belonging

to 6uch gambling place shall beheld liable to be sold to pay any judgment

and costs which may be rendered against such person ; and after the payment

of such judgmeut and costs, the surplus, if any, shall be paid into the trea

sury of tho county where such prosecution shall take place, to bo divided as

provided for in the preceding section ; and in case of the discharge of such

person by the magistrate or court, the officer having such property in his ens-

tody, shall, on demand, deliver i t to such person. '

4 Laws 1S51, ch. 50t, § 2, as amended by Laws 1S55, ch. 214.

1 Laws 1851, ch. 604, § 3.
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Warrants. » 43. It shall be lawful for any Justice of the peace, |>olice Jiuv

a't'.Hi'.Vw' ticc, chief magistrate of any municipal corporation, or Judge

i^«<l- of any court of record, upon complaint upon oath that any gam

bling tables, apparatus, establishment or device is kept by any pvrsou for the

purpose of being used to win or gain mouey or other property, or by auy

other person, or any lottery policies of any lotteries, to issuo his warrant com

manding any sheriff or constable to whom tho same shnll be directed within

the proper jurisdiction after demanding entrance, to break open and enter

any bouse or place wbereiu such gambling table, establishment, apparatus or

device shall be kept, and to seize and deliver the same to the mayor of the

city, president of tho village, supervisor of the town, or clerk of tho county

where such seizure shall bo made, who shall keep the same until the term of

the court at which the case shall be tried ; and the court shall then, if there

be no necessity of keeping the property to be produced on the trial of an

offender against this act, have a jury sworn to try the fact whether the prop

erty taken was or is used for gambling, and if the finding shall be that the

property was used for gambling, the court shall order such property to be

broken up and sold by tho sheriff of tho county and the proceeds shall after

the payment of costs go into the treasury of the county, for the use of the

common schools therein in tho same manner as is provided in the second sec

tion of this act.1

ivnsiit tor 4 44. if any person shall, through invitation or device, persuade

l»n».na i<> or prevail on any person to vit.it any room, building, nrlx>r, booth,

S|M»u>r>.K abed, tenement, !>oat or float, kept for the pur]>ose of gambling, he

•hall upon conviction thereof, and upon proof that the person so invited baa

gambled therein, be held responsible for the mouey or property lost by surh

person so invited or persuaded by reason of such invitation or device, and in

addition thereto he shall lie fined and imprisoned according to the provision*

of the second section of this act.'

Duties of 4 45. It shall be the duty of all sheriffs, police officers,

irth^r** constables and prosecuting or district attorneys, to inform against

ooV«rs. gad prosecute all persons whom they shall have crediblo reason

to believe are offenders against this art, and for refusal so to do, they shall be

guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not more than five hun

dred dollars.'

fvn.ii. for 4 4ft. If any commander, owner or lessee of any boat or float

puuuii shall knowingly permit any gambling for money or property on

such boat or float, and shall uot npon bis knowledge of the fact immediately

prevent tho same, ho shall upon conviction thereof bo held responsible forthe

money or property so lost, and fiucd in any sum not more than five hundred

dollars.'

Fur tho benefit of church festival*, armory and cathedral fairs,

wo give tho following Article of tho Kevined SUtuti* entire.

• Lavs MM. eh. MM. 1 4 • Id., | S, * Id. 1 4. f * IJ- f '
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While these laws remain intact on the statnte books of the

State, Christian people—members of our churches, at least, ought

to respect and obey them.

To violate them is to breed a spirit of gaming in our children,

and awaken the latent fires of speculation in onr youth—to ini

tiate in our youth within the sacred precincts of God's house, a

spirit of gambling, the first steppings to dishonesty. Beware of

such seed sowing!

ARTICLE FOURTH.

Of Baffling and Lotteries.

J 47. Penalty for setting up money or property to be raffled for.

y 48. Raffling prohibited.

} 49. Contracts made and securities given on account of raffling, void.

} 50. Money paid for any interest in a raffle may be recovered back.

$ 51. Unauthorized lotteries declared unlawful, and common nuisances.

y 52. Penalty for setting up, drawing, &c, unauthorized lotteries.

y 53. Penalty for printing, publishing, <fcc, notices of illegal lotteries.

y 54. Penalty for selling, procuring, &c, tickets in illegal lotteries.

J 55. Penalty for offering for sale any property, dependent ou drawing of

any lottery.

y 56. Property so offered for sale, forfeited ; how recovered and applied.

y 57. Purchasers oftickets, &c, in illegal lotteries, may recover double the

sum paid.

y 58. Prizes drawn in illegal lotteries, forfeited ; bow collected and applied.

y 59. Offices for registering numbers of tickets in illegal lotteries, pro

hibited.

$ 60. Selling of chances in illegal lotteries, and insurances respecting their

drawing, prohibited.

y CI. Insuring tickets in any lottery, and publishing notice thereof, pro

hibited.

y fr2. Penalty for violating either of last throe sections.

y G3. Transfers of property pursuant to an illegal lottery, &c, void.

v Gt. Certain evidenco not necessary in prosecutions under this article.

y Co. Forgery of lottery tickets, <fec, how punished.

$ G6. Grand juries to be charged to inquire into violations of this article.

665 vol. 1. y 47. (Sec. 22.) No person shall set np or propose any money,

^■ett/ne ud 8°°&s< chattels or things in action, to be raffled for, or to be dis-

money.&c, tributed by lot or chance, to any person who shall have paid or

fled for. contracted to pay, any valuable consideration for the chance of

7*1? Y '228 obtaining such money, goods or things in action. Any person

241. _ offending against this provision shall forfeit three times the sum

G5Bari>^3i of money, or value of the articles so set up, together with the sum
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of ten dollars, to be recovered by and in tbe name of the overseen of the poor

of Ibe town where tbe offense wiui committed.1

Raining; & 43. (Sec. 83.) No ]>er*on sluill raffle for any sum of money, Roods

e<t. or tilings in action, or become intereited in the distribution of any

money. C'hhM nr thing* ill action, by lot or chance. Whoever oft'enclx against

this pro* ioion ohall forfeit ten dollars, to bo recovered us directed in the pre

ceding section.'

Ontrarts, 4 49. (Sec. 24.) All contracts, agreements and securities given,

account of made or executed, for or on account of any raffle or distribution

"v?.'!!*' of money, goods or things in action, for tbe payment of any

money, or other valuable thing, in consideration of a chance in snrh raffle or

distribution, or for tbe delivery of any money, goods or things in action, so

raffled for or agreed to be distributed as aforesaid, shall be utterly void.'

Money paid 4 50. (Sec. 2.">.) Any person who shall have paid any money or

for eliMiK-rs * 1_

*<• . may valuable thing for a chance or intercut in any such radio or dis-

edTmV-V'* tribution as is prohibited by the preceding sections may sue for

and recover the same of the person to whom such payment or delivery was

interim I 51. (Sec. 26.) Every lottery, game or device of chance in tbe

U"'J*'"'" nature of a lottery, by whatever name it may be called other than

M VY. 421. anCh as have l>een authorised by law, shall be deemed unlawful

and a common anil public nuisance.*

Penalty for 4 58. (Sec. 27.) No person nnanthorized bv special laws for that

■rltliiKup, ■,,...., .
drawing, purpose shall within this state open, set on foot, carry on, pro-

*ihor!f"-d" mote or draw, publicly or privately, any lottery, game or device

h'lirrm of chance of any nature or kind wbatsoever,or by whatever name

tawv'mi., it may be called for the purpose of exposing, sett in i; to nalo or

I t>rn*> m disposing of any houses, lands, tenements or real estate, or any

* lie, u>. ui. money, goods, or things in action. Whoever offends against this

7 x. Y .mi. provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on con

viction shall be subject to a flue equal to the amount of tbe whole sum or

value for which such lotter)*, game or device was made ; and if such amount

cannot be ascertained then to a flue of two thounajid Ave bundled dollar*

or to impriaoiimeiit not exceeding two years, or to both in tbe discretion of

tbe court,' *

penalty for 4 5.1. (Sec. 2".) No person shall, by printing, writing or in any

pui.ii.lni.it. other way publish an account of any such illegal lottery, game or

onE-gal* device, stating when or where the same Is to be drawn, or (lie prises

WHterie*. therein or any of them, or tin- price of a ticket or share therein, or
aw. *,«i i * ■

snenio.xit, where any ticket may bo obtained therein, or in any way aiding

I It. V . 1*4. or assisting in the aame. Whoever offends sgainu this pro-

•I RL.Kx.IT. • Laws of !«!■. p. S9S. 1 1. » Is p t». || t sn.t 1

• Tbe tVmaUlutloa. art. 1, I 10, problblUng any lottery, or ths sals of any lottery

Urkets, to be allowed within ttila 8late, the qualification, " un»uthortied by aperuU l»i

for the purpose," la bow aa Impossible one, and lbs 1001100 ass bacons absohils ta Us

provisions
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vision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction be snbject

to a fine not exceeding one hundred aud fifty dollars or to imprisonment not

exceeding three calendar months.1

Penalty for $ 54. (Sec. 29.) No person within this state shall vend, sell or

selling, barter, furnish, supply, procure, or cause to be furnished or pro-

Ac, tick- cured, or offer to vend, sell, barter, furnish, supply, procure, or

illegal cause to be furnished or procured, to or for any person or persons,

lotteries. any ticket or part or sharo of a ticket, or any paper or instrument

4 Barb.i.314. purporting to bo a ticket or part of a ticket, or to bo a share or

" ' interest iu any ticket, or any certificate of any share or interest in

any ticket or in any paper purporting to be a ticket of any such lottery, device

or game of chance not expressly authorized by law ; nor shall any person be

aiding, abetting or assisting in the commission of either of the said offenses.

Whoever shall offend against either of these provisions shall be deemed guilty

of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall bo liable to a fine not exceeding

five hundred dollars or to imprisonment not exceeding one year, or to both

in the discretion of the court.3

Penalty for ^ 55. (Sec. 30.) No person unauthorized by special law for that

sale any purpose now existing shall offer for sale, distribution or disposition

Jepemlent in any wav any real estate, or any money, goods, articles or things

on drawing ;n action, or any interest therein, to be determined by lot or chance
of any ' J ' *

lottery. that shall bo dependent upon the drawing of any authorized or

7 N Y 840
24i! ' unauthorized lottery within or out of this state ; nor shall any

person sell, furnish or procure, or cause to be sold, furnished or procured in

any manner whatsoever, any chance, share or portion or any interest of any

kind whatsoever, in any property so illegally offered for sale, distribution or

disposition as aforesaid, or any ticket or other evidence of any chance or

interest in such property, to be determined by any drawing as aforesaid, or

any instrument purporting to be such ticket or evidence. Whoever offends

against either of these provisions shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,

and on conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars

or to imprisonment not exceeding one year."

Property so 4 5G. (Sec. 31.) All property so offered for sale, distribution or

offered for ,. ... .,.,.. ., , ,, , „ „ . ,
saleforfelt- disposition, against the provisions of law, shull be forfeited to

covered8 *no PeoP'e of this state, as well before as after the determination

and ap- of the chance on which the same was dependent ; and it shall be

7 N.Y.. 840, the duty of the respective district attorneys, to demand, sue for

6 Sand 633 und recover, in behalfof this State, all property bo forfeited, and

to maintain the proper actions for the same after demand made, and to pay

the proceeds of the sale of such property, and any moneys that may bo

667, vol. 1. collected in any such suit, into the county treasury, for the

benefit of the poor."

Purchasers S 57. (Sec. 32.) Any person who shall purchase any share, inter-

of tickets, - . - ,

&c, to re- est, ticket, certificate of any share or interest, or part of a ticket,

■ Laws of 1819, p. 259, §§ 8 and 3. • Laws of 1887, p. 389, $| 6 and 12.
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or any paper or instrument purporting to be a ticket or share or

■um |«id. interest in any ticket, or purporting to be a certificate ofany ■hare

RS s tM or '■toreat in any tickot, or in any portion of any Illegal lottery,

may sue for and recover double the sum of money and doable tbe value of any

goods or things iu actiou, which he may b.ive paid or delivered in cousidera-

tion of such purchase, with double costs of suit.1

rrlaraln ♦ JW. (Sec. 33.) Any prize that shall be drawn in any lottery

Ji^jii'fcjj." forbidden by law, shall be forfeited to the use of the poor; and it

foiled, shall be tbe duty of tbeo\erseera of tbe poor of the town where

the person or persons drawing such prize, or any of them, shall reside, to sue

for the same in their names; and tbey shall recover the same in an action for

money bad and received, founded upon this statute.1

K'v-t«-r f K). (Sec. :M.) No person sliall open, set np, exercise or keep by

prohibited, himself, or by any other person or persons, any office or other

place for registering tbe numbers of any ticket in any lottery not authorised

by tbe laws of this state; nor shall any person by printing, writing or other

wise, publish the setting up, opening or using of any such office or other

place.*

Renins ♦ °°- <8e*- ^J-' "o prson shall sell the chance or chances of any

chances, ticket in auv lottery not authorized liv the laws of fbis state;
Insuring', • * '

Ac. nor shall any person insure for or against the drawing of any such

lottery.*

Prnhlhl. ♦ fi'- <'Sw>- •*•) N° person shall insure or receive any considera

tion tion for insuring for or against the drawing of any ticket or tickets

•urine in any lottery whatever, whether authorized by law or not; nor

anylottery. ••'*" any person receive any money or goods, or thing in action rn

*ml consideration of any agroemeot to repay any sum or sums, or to

put.! i thing deliver the same or any other goods or thing iu action, if any

thereof, ticket or tickets iu any lottery whatever shall prove fortunate or

*c unfortunate, or shall be drawn or not drawn on any particular

day, or in any particular order, or otherwise howsoever; nor shall any |ienou

promise or agree to pay any sum of money, or to deliver any goods or thing

in action, or to do or forbear to do any thing for tbe benefit of any other |>rrsou

or persona, with or without consideration, upon any event or contiugeucv

drpeudeut on the drawing of any ticket or tickets, or the number or numbers

of any tickets in any lottery whatever; nor shall any person publish any

notice or proposal for any of the purposes aforesaid.*

FVrsIti for f ci. iSec. 37.) Whoever shall offend against any of the provisions

thm-issi contained iu the three preceding sections, shall be deemed guilty

•as Tiifi °'B misdemeanor; and on conviction, shall be liable to a line not

execrating one thousand dollars, or to imprisonment not exceeding one year.*

(Vruln $ (3. i Sec. :i".| Every grant, bargain, sale, conveyance, or trans

of proorrty fer of any real estate, or of any goods, chattels, things in a<tioo.

•sN v'm °° *nT I*"00*! property which shall hereafter bo made io par-

■SR.L.. p. lM,|t, •I*wso/"Jl«,p.aO,|l *Ib..,T

25
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c> Harb.432. Btiance of any lottery not authorized by the laws of this state, or

R^iTJ^O)' *°r tne P^P080 °f aiding and assisting in such lottery, game or

18. other device to be determined by lot or chance, are hereby declared

void and of no effect.' '

Evidence ¥ "4. (Sec. 52.) It shall not be necessary in the trial of any snit

in prosec-ii- or prosecution under the provisions of this article, to prove the

this article, existence of any lottery in which any ticket, share or part of a

ticket purports to have been issued, or the actual signing of any such ticket

or share, or of auy pretended ticket or share, of any pretended lottery ; nor

that any ticket, share or interest was signed or issued by the authority of

any manager, or of any person assuming to have authority as manager; bat

in all cases, proof of the sale, furnishing, bartering, or procuring of any ticket,

share or interest therein, or of any instrument purporting to bo a ticket or

part or share of any ticket, shall ho conclusive evidence that such ticket,

share or interest was signed and issued according to the purport thereof.

Forgery of v **>. (Sec. 5:!.) If any person shall falsely make, alter, forge or

lottery tick- counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged

07S, voi. 1. or counterfeited, or willingly act or assist in the false making,

altering, forging, or counterfeiting any ticket of any lottery, or other game or

device of chanco, or any share or interest, or any certificate of any share or

interest in any ticket of auy lottery, or other game or device of chance, with

intent to defraud auy person or body coporate whatsoever, or shall ntter or

publish as true, or shall sell or exchange, or offer for sale or exchange auy

false, altered, forged or counterfeited ticket of any lottery or other g:iine or

device of chance, or of any share or interest, or of any certificate of any share

or interest in any ticket of any lottery, with intention to defraud any person or

body politic or corporate whatsoever, knowing the same to be false, altered.

* lb., p. 239, J 4.

* As the sections from 89 to 51 both inclusive, relate exclusively to licenses to sell tickets

in lotteries authorized by the laws of this state, and as all such lotteries have ceased, and

none can hereafter be drawn within this state, (Constitution, art i., jlO, and Laws of IBIS,

ch. 300, p. 4S4,)these sections have in effect been repealed by the legislature, and are there

fore omitted. The following is ch. 300. 'An act fixing the period for closing all the lot

teries authorized to be drawn within this state," passed April 30, 1833:

Whereas John B. Yates and Archibald Mclntyre, assignees of all the unsatisfied lottery

grants made by this state, have executed to the people thereof an agreement, bearing

date the twenty-fifth day of January last, that all lottery grants heretofore made by this

state, shall cease and determine from and after the close of the present year, and releas

ing and acquitting the people of this state from all right, title and claim to continue or

draw any lottery within this state, after the last day of December next, providing the

legislature will pass an act declaring that the lotteries authorized by this state, may be

continued until the close of the present year; Therefore,

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact at

follows:

$ 1. The lotteries authorized by law to be drawn within this state may be continued until

the close of the present year: after the end of which period, it shall not be lawful to con

tinue or draw any lottery within this state; but all and every lottery heretofore granted

or authorized within this state, shall absolutely cease and determine.

S 3. That the said agreement and release of the said John B. Yates and Archibald Mcln

tyre, shall be filed and recorded in the office of the secretary of state.
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• farprd or counterfeited, then any mich person 1*1 ng thereof convicted, shall

be subject to impruonmeiit on |iremribcd by law.1

Onin<l la- $ C6. (Sec. 54.) It shall be the duty of the presiding Judge of

rhsiyod n>- every court of oyer and terminer, and of every court of sessions,'

thSanic'e »1>e«-ially to I'liar^e every grand jury to inquire into all violations

of the laws against lotteries, and against the unlawful selling of ticket* in

Intl. lim.

■ Act concerning RoTlsed Statutes of Dec. 10, IMS, |tt; see chapter 1, 4lh part, K. 8.,

title I

* " UenenU iimIoos of the peace," la the original.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

THE FIGHT AGAINST OBSCENE LITERATURE.

THE " LIBERAL " FRAUD.

At some time prior to 1840, there landed in this country a man

named Haines, who was an Irish surgeon of marked ability and

skill, and a graduate of one of the English universities. This

man, it was said, was obliged to leave England after his marriage

to a certain nobleman's daughter, because of having been untrue

to his marriage vows. He came to this country, and prostituting

his powers for good, engaged shortly afterwards in the publica

tion and sale of the most obscene and indecent books. He Mas a

most foul-minded and licentious man, and a ready writer. He

is said to have himself written most of the books he published.

Account books seized from his widow after his death, disclosed

his business as far back as 1842, or two years before the writer's

birth. This man was publishing at the time of his death, in 1873,

some twenty-five different books.

Another man, named George Ackerman, had published for

over twenty-two years prior to his death in 1874, some twenty

different books, besides making most beastly transparent cards.

Still another man, named Farrell, published about 109 different

books. He had been at it about sixteen years, at the time of his

death in 1873.

Then there were some four thousand dealers scattered through

out the country, who not only sold the books published by these

men, but also sold the thousands of other vile things which make

up a part and parcel of this nefarious business, which was, and

is, the greatest curse to the youth of this country. It is a deadly

poison, cast into the fountain of moral purity. This business and

intemperance are twins ; but they are twin-devils. Intemper

ance strikes down the flower of the land, openly and publicly.

The bleared eye, the bloated face, and the reeling step, mark the
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drunkard's downfall. This cursed business of obscene literature

works beneath tlio surface, and like a canker worm, secretly cats

out the moral life and purity of our youth, and they droop and

fade before their parents' eyes.

Tli is subject is one that none of us like to contemplate, and yet

it is of most momentous consequence. "When wo stop and con

sider that the men and women of the next generation are to como

from the boys and girls of to-day, we will find an unanswerable

argument for keeping pure and good the youth and children of

the present.

In 1^72, when I undertook the great and all-important work of

suppressing by legal process this hydra-headed monster, what did

I find ? I found a business systcmized and systematically carried

on. I found newspapers teeming with the advertisements of

these 1k)U1 and shameless criminals. I found laws inadequate,

and public sentiment worse than dead, because of an apju-tito that

had been formed for salacious reading; and especially because

decent people could not bo mado to see or understand the neces

sity of doing anything in this line. In 1808 Congres-had passed

a law prohibiting tho transmission of obscene books and pictures

through tlio mails. But when in 1872, an effort was mado to en

force thus law, it was found inadequate. The Legislature of tho

Ftato of New York had also passed * law, but like the United

States law, it only covered a small part of this accursed traffic

in human souls.

What was tho animus of these men, you ask t I reply, money.

Books that sold for $2.50 to $5, cost about 25 cents to make.

" But what a business! Who could enjoy money procured in

such a manner !" you exclaim. Not so fast, reader. I have ar

rested ovcrfitur Kutulrtdot these creatures, and every one nearly

makes largo pretensions to respectability, and say they "must

live."

Wo can acknowledge tho daring of the midnight burglar, who

creeps into tho window of somo beautiful homo and rolw it, or of

some highwayman, who, presenting his revolver at the head of

his victim, demands " Your money or your life." We can oven
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admit the cunning of the sneak thief, who, watching the thresh

old of the house, creeps in and gathers up his spoil ; but how

can we find any single saving trait of character in the wretched

scoundrel who secretly poisons, debauches and curses the mind's

of our boys and girls !

It was because of the fatal character and far-reaching extent of

this monstrous traffic, and the destruction of young men within

my own circle of acquaintances, that I was led, under Providence,

in 1872, to undertake the thankless task, so far as it lay in my

power, of suppressing this many-sided evil.

I desire to dwell particularly a moment on the history of the

Act of Congress of March 3d, 1873, or what the " Liberals " call

the " Comstock Law."

This is important on account of the constant cry of the

'.'Liberal" press, that this most important law is "unconstitu

tional " and " was rushed through without any consideration by

the Forty-second Congress."

As the " Liberals " and the writer, in this chapter, are to come

directly face to face, we might as well be candid at the start, and

talk plainly, and therefore I am very emphatic when I pronounce

this claim maliciouslyfalse.

First. It is malicious, because the United States Supreme

Court has, in the case of O. A. Jackson, declared, " that Congress

has the right to legislate as to what shall and shall not be carried

in the mails," and these men who printed these accusations knew

of that decision at the time.

Second. It is false, because there is not a word of truth in it.

The facts are, that in the fall or winter of 1872, Hon. Clinton L.

Merriam had introduced a bill upon this very subject in the

House of Representatives, where he was then a member ; again,

Hon. Bcnj. F. Butler of Mass., had introduced another bill on

the regulation of commerce between the States ; and certain gen

tleman in Washington had still another bill in the House, all bear

ing on this very subject.

These measures had all been before the House, and were before

the Committees of the House, when I went there in January,
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1873. As I have said, the law of 18G8 did not meet the require

ments of the case. I had prepared a bill, tho provisions of which

were designed to meet the systcmized business which I Iiad found

flooding tho land through the mails.

The mail of the United States is the great tltoroughfare of

communication leading tip into all our homes, schools and col

leges. It is Vie most powerful agent, to assist tins nefarious

business, because it goes everywhere and is secret. It surely

needs no argument here to convince the most exacting of all

decent men, that no department of Government should bo prosti

tuted to servo this infamous traffic, nor become party to it, by

continuing to servo these loathsome creatures after the character

of their hellish business, with our youth, is known.

When wo came to consider the bills tliat were then before the

IIouso of Representatives we found that none of them as drafted,

comprehended the wants of the case. Each of the gentlemen

and committees were consulted, and all agreed to allow these

measures to remain at rest, and give their support to another

bill, which was prepared from my rough draft, and which was

introduced in tho Senate, and referred to tho Judiciary Com

mittee.

Then came such an opposition as few bills ever met. '• Free

dom of tho Prow is endangered," was the newspaper cry, and

they rnng the changes on this warning note. Ono quack in Xow

York, through his clerks, sent to nearly even* mcml>er of Con

gress a letter signed by different parties, but all evidently in tho

same handwriting, calling especial attention to the law, and that

it was peculiarly ohjeetionablo and ought never to pass ; and this

letter contained tho most infamous liltels against myself. I was

immediately sent for, and confronted with these l*aso attacks.

But when it was found that members of each House had received

tho same letter from different sources, members examined the

bill more carefully. I was called repeatedly before tho Com

mittee. I went before largo gatherings of Congressmen, and I

am positive I personally presented the full facts to a largo ma

jority, both in the Senate and House ; and after more than a
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month's consideration, this bill passed the Senate twice unani

mously ; first on its original passage : then, after going over to,

and passing the House by a minority of but 30, it was sent back

with an amendment, and again voted on without a single dissent

ing voice.

I repeat, this law wasfully and carefully examined, and passed

after afull statement offacts had been presented.

Down to December, 1877, there had been about three hundred

and fifty persons arrested. Many of them had been convicted

and sentenced. The quack who sent these base and cowardly

letters, had been convicted and sentenced under this law ; and

something must be done by those whose nefarious business was

being 60 surely broken up. I have been particular about the

passage of the law and its uses, because it plays a most interesting

and important part in one of the most diabolical schemes to re

peal a righteous statute, and ruin a man's good name and re

putation by fraud and deception, that has ever come under the

writer's attention.

It was really a conspiracy of "smut-dealers;" but as it was

operated by a leading so-ealled " Liberal," and as one hundred

and forty out of one hundred and 6ixty-four Liberal Leagues

have arrayed themselves against this work, espousing the cause

of the smut-dealer and abortionist, we propose to gratify them

by calling the whole movement a

LIBERAL FRAUD,

and explaining how the " Liberals " manage, when opposing the

legal enforcement of righteous laws, and how they endeavored

by lying conspiracies, deceit, and fraud, to repeal these laws. At

the same time it will illustrate the absolute worthlessness as legis

lators, of those who advocate no God, no law, no restraining of

the libertine and renegade, but a licensing of each individual to

follow out his own base designs and purposes.

Surely the blasphemer has found his level ; and the adage that

" birds of a feather flock together " is proved true.

It is a noted fact, that no sect nor class, as a sect or class, has
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ever publicly sided with the smut-dealer, and defended thin ne

farious business, except the Infidels, the Liberals,* and the Free-

Lovers. The latter are of course in their natural element, and I

make no exception for them ; but I would be doing violence to

the truth and to the golden rule if I did not make some ex

ception to the first two. There are many infidels who abhor this

cursed traffic, and several of their papers which for a time were

deceived, afterwards came out and openly condemned in strong

est terms tlio acts of these conspirators, and expressed their

utter abhorrence of the vile traffic they sought to aid and defend.

The same is equally true of many Liberals.

In 1S7S, the Liberal League while in Convention at Syracuse

split on this very subject. The strong, pure, and clean men,

those who were honest, and bravo enough to stand for moral

purity and common decency, under the leadership of Francis

E. Abbot, placed themselves cmpliatically outside the circle of

the venders of obscene publications and their sympathizers, by

seceding and forming The National Liberal League of America,

or what is now known as anti-repcalcrs of obscene publication

laws. There were 24 leagues of the strongest men of this fra

ternity, who left tho howling, ranting, blaspheming mob of re

pealers. For their convictions these men have been ridiculed

and maligned by the leaders of these friends of nastincas.

But to return to the fraud.

The basis and motive of this fraud consists, aa will be seen, in

revenge, avarice, and innate depravity. It possesses not only all

the lying and deceit that characterizes these other frauds, but as

will also bo learned, tho conspirators who operated this scheme.

* Ju»t here I desire to explain who I moan it* " Liberals." It in tliote mem

bers of the Liberal League, who at S.vrariim in 1-T* and at l'ln< innatl in

K'J, advocated the repeal of oWrniiy laws, and became sTmpalbiicrs and

defender* of dealers in otmccne publications—the blatant inllilrl, the free

loter, the erratic free thinker, the <iii.uk, the smut-dealer, and the criminals,

who train with tbevt leagues, all of whom call thrni»el\ca l.ilw-r.il*. 1 do not

include that large claim known as liU-rals, which includes the I'mlarlan, tbe

Universalis!, or tho decent inllilel, etc.; tbese latter all are opposed, with

few exceptions, to Uu* kind of iufamT.
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sunk to the level of the slanderer and the blackguard, while de

fending one of the most infamous crimes known to civilization.

While it can hardly be said that this scheme was gotten up

for the purpose of enriching these parties who originated it,

yet their publications and figures show that they took good

care of their own personal interests. ' Under the thin guise

of defending "Freedom of Press," "Free speech," irFree

thought," and "Personal Liberty," they entered into a most dia

bolical conspiracy to repeal the Act of Congress of March 3,

1873, which prohibits obscene publications and articles for inde

cent and immoral use passing through the mails : and at the same

time they sought to crush and ruin the officer who had dared

to enforce those laws. In other words, their own nefarious

business was endangered because of these righteous laws, and

in order to give a decent showing to an indecent and foul busi

ness, they sailed under false colors : and plotted to capture that

large class who, believing in no God, are ready to array them

selves against anything good and pure. Liberty means license

with them, and freedom of press and speech, means that they

may, without let or hindrance, blaspheme and deride the holiest

things, while any one opposed to their views is to be held to

strict accountability. They pay no respect to that very consider

able majority, who bow to a Supreme Being, and respect sacred

things. These conspirators further sought to show tliat the

proper enforcement of these laws was religious persecution. Here

is what the ringleader said in his weekly paper :

The Christian Church has greatly increased in America within the century

that has passed over the life of this nation and has become rich, powerful,

intolerant. And now one Anthony Comstock has como upon the stage and

has constituted himself a knight-errant to champion and defend the im

perious system of religion said to have been handed down from the meek

and lowly Jesus; to fight her battles, to defend her interests and crush her

enemies to the earth. So long as he was clerk in a dry-goods store he con

ceived the idea of making a great man of himself and becoming the valorous

defender of the dominant church. He became a member of the powerful

but Jesuitical organization known as the Young Men's Christian Association,

which contains many men of wealth and influence, many who are designing

and cunning. He has organized "The Society for the Suppression of Vice"
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and became iti active agent and motive power. It cannot l>e denied that

hit motives in part were Rood and that he hoa performed work that waa

commendable, but ho hoa greatly overstepped the bounds of propriety and

hat become the persecutor and prosecutor of men as much above him in

everything that ia noble, honorable and houcst, us the aun is above the

earth.

Comatork became ambitious. He wished more power that he might be

able to bring certain parties more entirely under hit control, and wished

the laws to be changed so as to Increase the facility with which be could

compel offenders to trial and punishment. As a representative of the Young

Men'a Christian Association and the agent of the "Society for the Suppres

sion of Vice" ho visited Washington many times and hod numerous inter

views with members of the Post-office Committee, Representatives, and

Senators, until by persistent Intrigue and finesse, in l-CJ, he procured the

passage of a law making it an offense punishable with n fine of from $100

to tTi.tKN) and with Imprisonment at hard labor from one year to ten years,

to tend through the mails any book, print, or publication of auy kind of

an obscene or indeceut character, the olmcenity and indecency to be decided

by the V. S. Courts and Jury before whom the offender might be tried ; and

Anthony Comstork was appointed, with a salary, by our postal department,

as special agent to watch the mails.

The Society for the Suppression of Vice had not been thought

of at this time. I never received ono penny salary from the Post

Office Department. Again he says :

It is proper to state that besides getting this unjust law passed by Con

gress (which waa done in spite of the protests of Messrs. Hoar* of Moss,,

I'bitteuden of New York, Conger of Mich., and <!en. Garfield of Ohio, who

opposed the bill and saw in It a covert blow at the personal liberties of

the people—Congress hurriedly passing it at the instigation of the religions

societies, represented by their agent, Comstork, many of the members after

wards confessing that they were really nnaeqnointed with the tenor of the

bill), the irrepressible obscenity hunter went to Albany, the capit.il of this

State, and had similar laws enacted by the legislature. So by the Intriguing,

wire- working industry of this bad man the statutes of the t'nited State* mid

the great State of New York are disgraced by unconstitutional laws that

really would be a blot upon the escutcheon of Turkey or I'atogonia.

Again ho says:

It would donbtless be a lively fight between Christianity and intolerance

on the one hand and Rationalism and personal rights an the other, and If in

the eontest we bad lain in prison a few months more or less, it is not at all

unlikely that Christianity, nur intolerant foe and oppressor, would have been

* Messrs. Hoar sad Garfield were some of the warmest friends of this bill in

1*73, and Chittenden was not a member of Congress si the time.
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greatly injured in the contest, and the cause of Liberalism and freedom of

thought and speech would have gained a decided victory.

The expense of tliis effort they sought to, and did secure out

of the pockets of those they set about to deceive. They seemed

to reason, that if they would only make martyrs of the venders

of obscene matter, and disguise their business and make it ap

parent that the parties were arrested on account of some peculiar

religious belief, or more properly because of a lack of any relig

ion, or religious belief, that, then it would be an easy matter

to capture the so-called Liberals and Infidels of the country.

The ringleader in this fraud had been arrested a short time

previously, for sending obscene matter through the mails. He

immediately began, a poor-mouth cry, and to make himself a

martyr to the cause of blaspheming obscenity (as his publications

consisted of blasphemy and obscenity commingled), and appealed

for money and pledges to conduct his defence. He published a

weekly paper, and this paper was the mouthpiece of these moral

cancer planters. "When pledges, etc., were received, he would

acknowledge them as follows :

PLEDGES AND DONATION'S

To assist in defraying the expenses of tho Comstock-Bennett trial.

PLEDGES.

Henderson & Brown $25.00

W. P. Siensby 25.00

Crocker & Colyor 25.00

George C. Cowort 25.00

Dr.E. B. Foote 15.00

H. J. Woodhouso 10.00

John Flint 5.00

Margaret Flint 5.00

James Moth veil 5.00

L.O.Bass 5.00

PAID.

Joseph Sedjiebeer $10.00

Miloand Sallio Miner 5.00

E.M. Davis 5.00

S. Horondsob.il 5.00

AFrieud 5.00

Julius Samson 3.00
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M. D. Cohn $2.00

A.J 200

J. B.Fcnerty 1.00

F. J. Frecse 1.00

Theodore Ucrendsohn 1.00

A. Folck 1.00

Z. T. French 1.00

Thomas W. James 1.00

A. A.Lewi* 1.00

James Quinn 1.00

Joel Stokes 1.00

Lcter B. Reading 1.00

C. W. Sylvester 1.00

BeDJamio Griffin 1.00

We return oar most sincere thanks to the kind friends who bsvc so prompt

ly come to our relief and who have shown so much sympathy in our favor and

for the liberality evinced in our behalf. It is a great consolation to know

that we have worm friends in all parts of the country and it (rites us the as

surance that despite the failings we doubtless have, on the main twuo wo are

correct, and that we are sustained by men and women aa upright and honor

able, as can l>c found In this or any other country. We can give in this issuo

bat a part of the sympathetic letters we have received. Wo again thank all

onr kind friends. The publication of pledges and donations will be continued

in our next.

Crocker & Colyer printed the paper and circulars of tho fraud,

and Footo lutd been convicted under this Jaw.

They published, aimoiit weekly, appeals for contributions to re

peal law», which they represented as being unconstitutional.

Most infamous and libelous statements were made concerning

the law, and the officers who executed it ; and by the.se base mis

representations, hundreds of dollars were collected, to lie exj>ended

in paying these men for books and pajiers, which they issued in

their own name and, I have no doubt, to their personal profit

There were five men especially engaged and interested in this

conspiracy. Three of these men had made attempts upon the

life of the writer, and had failed. Each of the five had Inx-n ar

rested, and four out of the fivo have served sentences of imprison

ment, or been fined.

To come down to tho story : the Congress of ISflS had passed a

law declaring it unlawful to mail obscene publications.
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In 1672, an effort was made to enforce these laws, in order to

protect the children and youth in the schools and seminaries,

throughout the country, from being debauched by the miscreants

who made a living by sending out secretly through the mails, the

most degrading and debasing publications.

The alarming extent of this nefarious business, which was, as

we have said elsewhere, systematized and systematically carried

on, led to the enactment in 1873 by Congress, of a more stringent

law, regarding the transmission of this matter through the mail.

Under these laws a large number of persons had been arrested,

tried, convicted, and sentenced ; and the disposition of all decent

men to crush out a business that was sowing broadcast, seeds of

moral and spiritual death among our youth, was so pronounced,

that this devilish business was in jeopardy.

The Liberal League in its convention, at Philadelphia in 1876,

had espoused the cause of nastiness, and had considered means,

to aid and help the venders of obscene publications. And thu

movement, was started directly in the line of the favor shown this

subject at that convention, and was backed by the would-be leaders

in that organization.

These five conspirators conceived the plan of capturing that

large class in the community, who, believing in no God, seemed

lost to all sense of decency and morality. They well knew the

proclivity to believe whatever might be said against religion,

moral purity, or any object that makes men wiser, purer, and

better.

But this scheme was to be a national affair. It was intended

to reach all the editors, publishers, booksellers, etc., in the coun

try.

The first move was to capture the press. Then the press

would manufacture public sentiment for them.

To this end they prepared a document manufactured from lies

made out of whole cloth.

This document we print as they issued it.
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noCLTIKNT.

T» On Publisher*, BooktVert, Editor; Importer; DruggUU, ArtUU, llturlciaue,

•ad the iMtrrt of Libert) aud Justice <■ the Utiled State*:

Friends axd Cocxtrymkn : Enclosed Is bonded you one or more copies of

a carefully worded, well co;n,idered PetitioM of which it is urgently desired

that not less than ten thousand copies be signed by fully one million of tlis

fret-men of America, with a view of laying the same, before Cougrcss early iu

iu present regular session.

During tlio years 1872 aud 1873, certain acts and statutes were, by hasty

and ill-considered legislation urged on by narrow-minded persons and influ

ences, passed by Congress, and thus became laws of tlio United States and

were placed on the statute books of our country. Tim statutes are found to

bear with great injustice upon certain interests and avocations, as will soon

appear ; they are subversive of the grand principles of personal and universal

liberty upon which our government was founded. For ono hundred years our

country got along prosperously aud happily without the laws lien- complained

of, and whose existence is found inimical to the rights and liberties of many

law-abiding and well-disposed citizens of the United States.

(I) In this connection the unconstitutional statutes alluded to, as taken

from the Ret ised Statutes of the United States, are given. It will be seen

that they are capable of doing easily construed so as to bear with excessive

severity upon many of the best and most loyal citizens of the country. In

proof of this it is only necexsary to stute that under the provisions of these

statutes, Publishers for sending strictly scientific and physiological works

through the mail, have been arrested, their reputation aud good name

blackened as senders of obscene literature, have been subjected to excessive

inconvenience, heat ily lined and sometimes impnsoued for committing no

offense at all against Justice or morality; that Physicians and Authors, for

imparting In their publications such scientific and legitimate information aa

the people ought to have placed before tbem. hate been arrested, placed

under heavy bail, forced aa criminals, at a very heavy expanse, to defend

themselves before the Courts of the United States, and some have been near*

lly fined, their business greatly interfered with or entirely broken up.

(ii) One unfortunate individual was arrested, put iu prison, subjected to •

criminal trial in the U. 8. District Court of this city, found guilty of sending

obscene matter through the mail aud sentenced to two years' Imprisonment at

hard labor, and yet bis only offense was sending by mail a print of Power's

Crrrl Starr, whose original had been viewed with enlightened pleasure by

hundreds of tbnusauds of the best people of Europe and America.

(:i) One well-meaning dealer in this city was arrested, tried, condemned

and imprisoned two years for simply selling, with the beat Intention in the

world, % female lurimee of hard rubber. It waa proved in court that tb*

instrument was an excellent one, that It wis useful, etc., but because, under

the letter of the law, it waa adapted to, or capable of being used for, aa
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immoral purpose, the poor man had to suffer two years' imprisonment, his

business destroyed and his reputation blackened for life.

(4) A publisher of a paper in this city (neither immoral nor indecent, and far

less obscene than much that is published iu the papers of the country every

day,) was arrested, placed in prison, and under the strict construction of the

law, was found guilty, torn from his wife and little children, sentenced to

hard labor in the Albany Penitentiary for eighteen months and fined $o00J

A greater injustice has been rarely perpetrated, for the man had really com

mitted no offense. His name is John A. I. ant.

(5) Artists in this city and elsewhere have been raided upon and their stock

in trade taken by force -when it consisted merely of negatives and prints of

classical and unobjectionable statuary.

(G) A man by the name of Simpson is now serving out a sentence under

these statutes, of ten years' imprisonment at hard labor for simply sending

through the mailasemi-humorous, semi-suggestive card, not immoral nor inde

cent, but rather instructive, conveying a salutary waruiug to young people.

(7) Several persous in this city, Boston, and elsewhere, are now under

arrest and awaiting trial for sending through the mail strictly moral, scicn

tific and physiological works, some of tbetn containing the anatomical plates,

etc., usually used in medical works. These arrests aro chiefly made by nn

officious individual who acts in the capacity of detective or special mail

agent, who gets a salary of several thousand dollars per year, with $2,500 for

mileage, besides several thousands made by blackmail, but who seems to lack

the judgment to know what scientific and physiological works are and should

be, who calls every book obscene which contains regular anatomical plates,

and who seems incapable ofjudging what is obscene and what not. It is a

great misfortune to the country when the administration of its laws is placed

in the hands of a fanatic or a bigoted member of a religious sect-

A learned jurist has said that no legislative body in making laws should use

language that has to bo defined and construed by others. Every crime should

be so clearly defined that there can be no mistaking it. Murder, homicide,

arson, larceny, burglary, forgery, etc., aro so defined that they cannot be mis

understood. It is not so with obscenity ; tho term is left to be construed by

judges, lawyers, juries and whoever chooses to decide what is obscene aud

what is not. If obscenity is a crime punishable by fine and imprisonment, it

at least ought to be correctly defined so that it may bo known in what it

consists, and so, that an accused person shall not bo at the mercy of a man or

a number of men who construe what is obscene, what is Indecent and immoral

by their own particular opinion or notion of morality and immorality. What

is obscene to one man may be as pure as the mountain snow to another, and

ono man ought not to bo empowered to decide for other men.

Here follow some of tho sections of tho statutes alluded to:

TITLE XIX.—PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO SEVERAL CLASSES OF OFFICERS.

Section 17^">. Whoever, being an officer, agent, or employe* of tho Govern

ment of the United States, shall knowingly aid or abet auy person engaged in
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any violation of any of the provisions of law, prohibiting importing, advertis

ing, drilling in, exhibiting, or sending or receiving by mail, obscene or

indecent publications, or representation!!, or means for preventing conception

or procuring abortion, or other article* of imlcceutor immoral uaeorteudeiicy,

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall for every offense be pan-

i*hablc by a fine of not les* tlian one hundred dollars, and not more than five

thousand, or by imprisonment at hard labor for not lens tbsu one year nor

more than ten, or both.

TTTLIC XXXIII.—Kl'TIBS UPON IMPORTS.

Sir. 2491. All persona are prohibited from importing into the United State*.

from any foreign country, any obscene book, pamphlet, pa)>cr, writing, adver

tisement, circular, print, picture, drawing, or other representation, figure, or

image on or of paper or other material, or any cast, instrument, or other

article ofan immoral nature, or any drug or medicine, or any article whatever

for the prevention of conception, or for causing unlawful abortion. No

invoice or package whatever, or any part of one, in which any such articles

are contained, shall lie admitted to entry, and all invoices and package*

whereof suy such article* shall compose a part, nre liable to lie proceeded

against, seised, and forfeited by due course of law. All such prohibited arti

cles in the course of importation, ahall be detained by the officer of customs,

and proceeding* taken against the same as prescribed in the following sec

tion: Provided, That the drugs hereinbefoie mentioned, when imported in

balk and not put up for any of the purposes hereinbefore specified, are

excepted from the operation of this section.

TtTLK XLVI.—THIS POSTAL SKHVICK.

8kc. 3893. No obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, paper,

priut, or other publication of an indecent character, or any article or thing

designed or intended for the prevention of conception or procuring ofabortion,

nor any article or thing intended or adapted for any indecent or immoral use

or nature, nor any written or printed card, circular, book, pamphlet, adver*

tsssnicnt, or notice of any kind giving information directly or indirectly,

where or bow, or of whom, or by what means either of the things lie fore men

tioned may l>e obtained or made, nor any letter upon the envelope of which,

or postal card npon which indecent or scurrilous epithets may be written or

printed, shall be carried in the mail; and any person who shall knowingly

deposit or cause to be dr|»osited, for mailing or delivery, any of the herein

before-mentioned articles or things, or any notice or paper containing any

adi ertisement relating to the aforesaid articles or things, and any person who,

in pursuance ofany plan or scheme for disposing of any of the herein before-

mentioned articles or things, shall take or cause to be taken, from the mail

any such letter or package, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and

ahall. fjc every offense, he fined not less than one hundred dollars, nor mors

than fl»e thousand dollars, or imprisoned at bard labor not leas loan ooe

year nor more than ten vears, or both.

20
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TITLE LXX.—CRIMES.—CHAPTER THREE.—CRIMES ARISING WITHIN THE MAR

ITIME AND TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OK THE UNITED STATES.

Sec 5383. Every person who, within the District of Colombia, or any of the

Territories of the United States, or other place within the exclusive jurisdic

tion of tho United States, sells, or lends, or gives away, or in any manner

exhibits or offers to sell, or to lend, or to give away, or in any maimer

to exhibit, or otherwise publishes or offers to publish in any manner, or baa

in his possession, for any such purpose, any obscene book, pamphlet, paper,

writing, advertisement, circular, print, picture, drawing, or other representa

tion, figure, or image on or of paper or other material, or any cast, instrument,

nr other article of an immoral nature, or any drug or medicine, or any article

whatever, for the prevention of conception, or for causing unlawful abortiou,

or who advertises the same for sale, or writes or prints, or causes to be written

or printed, any card, circular, book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of

any kind, stating when, where, how, or of whom, or by what means, any of

the articles in this section hereinbefore mentioned can be procured or

obtained, or manufactures, draws or prints, or in anywise makes any of snch

articles, shall be imprisoned at hard labor in the penitentiary for not less than

six months nor more than five years for each offense, or fined not less than

one hundred dollars nor more than two thousand dollars, with costs of court.

There are features in the foregoing sections that are positively a disgrace to

the laws of this free country and transcend ill their severity anything of tho

kind that can be found on tho statute books of any nation in Europe They

uro diametrically opposed to tho fundamental provisions of the American

Constitution and subversive of the personal liberties to which every citizen

is entitled. When crimes and offenses are described or defined in such indefi

nite or ambiguous terms that they can be subverted to the uses of religious or

class persecution, no person is safe. Penal laws should not be so worded that

they can be twisted to the oppressive uses that a designing prosecutor sees fit

to give them. •

The provisions of the foregoing statutes will be fonnd to be specially

oppressive to Publishers, because much that they put forth, and which is

perfectly legitimate to be published, cau be forced to come within their scope;

to Authors, because they place an embargo upon their scientific, physiological

and anatomical productions ; to Booksellers, because tbey prohibit them from

sending to a customer through tho mail any books that he may sell over his

counter with impunity ; to Druggists and medicine dealers, because they

make it punishable with heavy flues and imprisonment to sell or prescribe or

give tho slightest intimation where any remedy can be obtained that will

prevent conception or an undue increase of population [by its provisions a

Druggist may be fined $5,000 and imprisoned ten years for selling and sending

through the mails a female syringe, an ounce of alum and many other articles

of a similar character] ; to newspaper men, because they make them pnnisha-

b'e to the same extent for publishing advertisements for a class of medicines
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th»t are as ciwontial to the public, and an much demanded as any oilier class

[who ahall nay that a wife or mother shall not have the right to use a projMT

and scientific remedy to prevent an umliio accession to her family, and shall

not bay or read a book giving her the necessary information u|>nii tlie mil>-

jectT]; toartiato who dimply wish to make picture* of classic ami beautiful

aLatuary; to every citizen of the United States, beraiue they deprive him of

naing the mail for such purposes as originally designed by the founder* of our

government. The mail is an institution for the people and l>elongiiig to tba

people ami should by no means be controlled or dominated by any sect, creed

or church. No censonihip of the mail should be tolerated in this country. It

ia far better that some objectionable matter should be carried by it than tltat

the greater evil ofthe destruction of the personal liberties of the people should

be perpetrated. The people can send such letters through the mail as they

please, whether plotting treason, incendiarism, robbery or munler, slid even

this is licttcr, as the New York Mcll>o<litl justly observed, than that the people

should be deprived of their legal mail facilities. Who shall say that third

claim mail matter shall not go us freely as the first class f Why has not an

American the same right to send a small parcel or a book by mail aa by express

or otherwise f Who ahall insist that the mail ia more sacred than all other

modes of conveyance, ami that it does not belong equally to the people indi

vidually as well as collectively f

It is not desired by any good citizen that lewd and lascivious books should

be tolerated in the country, but in discriminating against them special rare

should be exercised that the rights of the people are not destroyed. If in the

foregoing statute, the personal lilwrtics of the people are infringed upon, the

RIGHT OP PETITION ia still left us, and this right let us exercise like

freemen*

It Is earnestly requested that each person to whom this petition is sent will

interest himself or herself in obtaining all the signatnres possible to it both of

l»lies anil gentlemen. Ix>l none m-glci-t his duty in this instance.

Very respectfully,

Wood & Holbrook, Publishers and Booksellers.

Murray Hill I'lililishing Company.

McKesson & Ifotdiins, Wholesale ln*ilggists.

R. 8. Newton, M.D., Professor In the New York Eclectic Medical College.

Charles Winterbnrn, M.I). Wm. McLanry, M.D.

John P. Jewett, Publisher, [ who originally brought out "Uncle Tom's Cabin."]

New York News Company.

A. L. Rawson, D.D. LL.D., Author and Artist.

Warren, Barnes A. Co., Paper Dealers.

Crocker A, Colyer, Printers, A. 0. W. Carter, Kx-Jndge.

J. W. Nlrhotla, Photographer. K. M. Macdonald, l'riuter.

J. W. Boutoa, Publisher anil Bookseller.

D. M. Bennett, Publisher and Bookseller. [All of New York.)

When the Petitions are fully signed tbey may be forwarded to I). M.
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B., Eighth street, New York, who will see that they are sent, in hnlk,

to the proper parties in Washington, and that additional efforts are made

for the repeal of the obnoxious statutes. He pledges himself to present to

the party obtaining the largest number of signatures to any one petition,

books of his publication to the amount of $25.00; to the one obtaining the

second largest number, $15.00; to the third, $10.00. Lot each Petition

returned be marked with the number of signatures upon it. Applications for

blank Petitions, or inquiries pertaining to the business, may be addressed to

the same.

This circular was gotten up and sent out to the number of

15,000, if one of these ex-convict's papers is to be believed.

It will be noticed that the note at the bottom, while it does not

exactly offer a eliromo, does offer as a prize to the party obtain

ing the largest number of signatures, that which was much more

obnoxious, to wit : some of the infidel books of this person's pub

lication.

These circulars were accompanied by a petition demanding the

repeal of the righteous laws quoted therein.

The reputable names signed to this circular, were placed there

without authority, in order to give weight and influence with

those to whom it should be sent, and were intended to endorse

the lies, misrepresentations, and libels in the circular.

For the sake of convenience, we have placed numbers opposite

the articles which we purpose to explain.

No. 1. Is an absolute falsehood.

No. 2. If possible, is more false than No. 1, and is made up of

whole cloth.

No. 3. In this case there was a man arrested for sending a

substitute for an immoral article through the mail. This substi

tute was for an immoral and indecent purpose, and was con

demned by physicians of highest standing in New York and

Brooklyn. It is presumed that this case is the one referred to,

as it is the only one that has any semblance to it. But in this

case, the man was fined $750, so that No. 3 is also without founda

tion of truth.

No. 4. A man named Lant was indicted, for sending out a

grossly indecent and obscene paper, doing it after he had been

once convicted in Toledo, Ohio, warned a second time from an
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other place, in Ohio, and then coming to New York, had

openly defied the law, by announcing that lib paper had been

suppressed by the U. 8. Court in Toledo, Ohios; and then ho re

published the same matter in this city. Ho was warned here, but

persisted in violating the law, and was arrested.

No. 5. Is an absolute falsehood, and no such case has ever

occurred.

No. C. Is an al>solutc, and malicious falsehood, because Simpson

was notoriously one of the worst dealers in obscene publications

that ever lived in this country.

A word in reference to his case, will show how monstrous the

statements these (now) ex-convicts presumed to make in their de

fence, of the grossest and most infamous business known to any

civilized country.

Simpson had l>cen once arrested and convicted, and sentenced

to pay a tine. Ho paid his fine, returned to his place, and con

tinued the same business, was again arrested, and hundreds of

obscene books and pictures found in his possession. After much

delay ho was again convicted and sentenced to one year's imprison

ment on Black well's Island, and $1,000 fine.

While serving this sentence, his business was carried on by his

wife and a clerk. His clerk was arrested and indicted for Bell

ing these same oltfcene and filthy things.

Simpson served his time, came out of jail, got up a hundred

varieties of wood cuts and photograplis of the most indecent and

infamous character, and began to advertise and send them out

through the mail. He was arrested, and held in $.'»,<KX) bail, but

continued tho same nefarious traffic, and before trial was arrested

again; again indicted, and at last for the third time convicted

and sentenced to tho full extent of the law. And yet this is tho

innocent man "sentenced to ten years' imprisonment at hard

labor, for simply sending through tho mail, a semi-humorous,

scmi-«uggcstivo can!, not immoral nor indecent ; but rather in

structive, conveying a salutary warning to young people,'' while

his family starved on $20,000 which he had made in this business,

and left behind him.
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The circular then charges blackmail, that I received $2,500 for

mileage, and recites gross outrages done ; all of which are basely

false, and known to these men to be false.

If standing between the hellish business carried on by these

men, with its debauching and corrupting influences, and the inno

cent children and youth of this country be a crime, then am I

guilty.

But when I am charged with any offence in connection with

my work, unbecoming a faithful officer and a Christian gentleman,

I plead not guilty, and I challenge every black-hearted wretch

that says to the contrary, and I brand him as wilfully falsifying.

I go further, and say, that not a single case has been prosecuted

in seven years, either under the United States or State Laws,

where the facts do not more titan warrant any action that has

been taken.

The second move was to secure an enormous list of names to

the petition that these conspirators sent out. We give some of

the appeals as made from week to week.

Cumstock, in the power he commands, is insidious, ambitions and exacting.

Let him crush out the free works of medicine, physiology and theology, let

him succeed in crushing this paper, and other Free Thought publications must

follow suit. When these are once suppressed, such houses as the Appletons',

who dare to publish the writings of Darwin, Speucer, Huxley, Tyndall, Proc

tor, Haeckcl, Draper, Fiske and others will be summarily squelched, and no

literature will be tolerated save that which bows down to all the old myths

and fables of the dark past. When the principle of American liberty is de

stroyed, we cannot expect that any modification of free and untrammeled

thought and utterance will bo allowed to remain.

Friends of Liberty, we have here hurriedly held np to your view some of

the traits of Anthony Comstock and some of the workings of the odious laws

which he caused to be placed upon our statute books. There is much inoro

connected with the subject which we would like to say but time and space

forbid. We will recur to them again from time to time as necessity dictates.

We have not aimed to say a word that is not strictly true, and only a part has

been told you. You know not the oppressive evils that are haugiug over and

bearing down upon tho people of this country. But let us not supinely sit

with fetters upon our limbs and become willing and suppliant Blavcs. Let us

arise as one man, from Maine to California, from Michigan to Texas and throw

off the bondage that is crushing out the personal liberties for which our

fathers fought and to preserve which our government was established.
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Id a few days we will draft or cause to tie drafted a suitable petition to

Congressfur the re|H<al or modification of the odious and oppressive law* w«

have spoUcn of. We will print five thousand or ten thousand of them, or

whatever number may be necessary, and send them into every state, every

county, every town and every hamlet throughout the land, not omitting Sjnau

Village. Let the same bo signed by every libcrt y-loving person in the country

and let them ]H>ur into Congress at Washington during the ensuing winter,

and let every possible influence upon members of Congress, the Post-ofllee

Committee, etc, be exerted, and before the ides of March are upon u* the de-

testible CnuiHtock and these odious ComstockijnM will bo wiped from the

statute books of our fair country. Let those petitions be forwarded to as and1

we will see that the name are placed where they will do the most good.

Let all who feel diniMnted to exert themselves to obtain signatures to peti

tions calling for this greatly needed rcfonn write us and we will forward

them blank petitions for the purpose. Let us give a long pull, a strong pull,

and a pull altogether, and in a few short mouths we will no longer be troubled

with the offlciousness of the pitiable Anthony Comstock in our post-offices,

and lie will be allowed to exercise his choice whether to return to the sale of

dry goods, or to spend his time in Association Hull in saying his prayers and

chanting his own praises for his valorous seal in suppressing obsceuity.

Again:

We hope friends will not slacken their diligence in obtaining signatures to

the petition to Congress for the repeal of the odious Comstock laws. It Is

necessary to make a formidable impression upon Congress early in January

when it reassembles. Those wishing copies of the petition will please notify

us and they shall lie forwanled at once. The petitions when signed should

be forwarded to us immediately after New Years. Let us, friends, show that

some things can be done as well as others.

If the following extracts arc true, some of the M Liberals" were

badly frightened. They have my full sympathy.

Hundreds of people ore afraid to sign the petition to Congress, fearing that

Comstock might uot like it and might get after them, perhaps after they had

gone to bed. Even some of our Liberal papers, and especially thoae of the

Spiritualistic persuasion, are troubled with the same fear and trembling, or else

they are afflicted with an over amount of respectability. Although nearly

six weeks have elapsed since we were arrested in a high-banded manner, they

hare not yet found courage enough to mention the fact in their columns, nor

to denounce this outrage npon Kreetbought aud tho freedom of tbo press.

Again he says :

An appalling fact that has struck us [wonder if it hurt him!] with more and
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more force as this case has developed is the fear of Coinstock under which al

most everybody appears to be laboring.

In our intercourse with various parties in connection with the efforts we

are making to have these odious laws repealed or greatly modified, we tiud

that a general fear or apprehension of Comstock's power seems to hang like u

terrible nightmare over the entire community. Publishers are afraid of

him, and dare hardly have their names used in connection with the move

ment for the repeal of the laws. Druggists are afraid of him, and almost

tremble lest he pounce down upon them. The publishers of the daily papers

seem to be iu fear of him, and dare not open their columus to a word of criti

cism on his rascality. We have tried some of them and know whereof we

speak. They were ready enough to traduce us as a " Freelover," and to say

to their readers that we had been arrested for sending out obscene and inde

cent books, but they were not willing to make the proper correction, or to

print a word in opposition to Comstock.

He then counts bis chickens before his eggs are hatched, and at

the same time he outlines what he has in store for the " Agent."

With thousands of these petitions laid before Congress, backed by the

efforts that will be made by persons of influence, with an exhibit of the das

tardly and villainous conduct of special agent and representative of the Y. M.

C. A. Anthony Comstock, we have reason to believe that ho will not only be

not suffered to continue his high-handed reigu of terror, but that he will be

allowed to step down aud out to private life, so far as the public mails of this

country are concerned. If we are able to help bring about this state of

things and can live to see it accomplished, we shall feel that wo have not

lived in vain.

Each week appeals were made for help, and especial zeal was

manifested to get the " Liberals " to subscribe for his paper, he

representing that the whole and prime effort in the arresting him

for sending obscene matter through the mail was to suppress him

and his paper. Afalser statement could not he made.

Nothing was more untrue. I accord to every man the fullest

scope for his views and convictions. He may shout them from

the housetop, or print them over the face of every fence and

building for all I care. But the common law and statutes both

declare he must do it in a decent and lawful manner or not at

all. I am sworn to enforce these laws—this and nothing more.

In the same manner a man may buy poison, but he may not feed

it to his neighbor's cattle or fowls, much less to his children. So

a man may think, write, and speak as he pleases by himself, but
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he most pat his public utterances into decent language. The

law says no ol>acene book shall be puhlisfud ; therefore if lie

writes a l>ook he must not make it obscene, as it is unlawful, and

if he does so make it, ho must take the consequences of his own

acta.

Common Law decisions are clear on this subject, and declare

that

The court* nrc guardian* of tbo public mural*.

Again :

An indictment at common law may be maintained for any offence which ia

against public moral* or decency.

Under thi» head may be comprehended every specie* of repreaent.il ion,

whether by writing, by printing, or by any tnauner of sign or aubatitute,

wbich ia indecent and contrary to public order. 2 Archibald C'r. Pr. and PL,

p. 217.

Peace inclndea good order and government, and that peace may be broken

in many instances without an actual force, to wit:

I. If it l>e an act agniiiRt the constitution or civil government.

II. If it tie against religion.

III. If it be against morality. Rex r: Curl ; 2 Strange Reports, p. 7**.

The question of obscenity of publication W for the jury.

To Justify publication, It must bo made for n legitimate and useful purpose,

and not from any motive of mere g;iin, or with a corrupt desire to debauch

society.

A mistaken view of the prisoner, as to the character and teodency of the

publication, if the latter lie itself obscene, will not excuse his violation of the

law. Commonwealth r*. Landis ; H I'liila. Reports, p. 4.'i3.

Then again the tent of obscenity, as laid down by the highest

courts in England, and approved of by every court in America,

when the question has come up under common law, is as follows :

Whether the tendency of the matter charged a* obscenity, ia to deprave

•nd corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences, and into

whose hand* a publication of this sort may fall.

We find then that even if there wero no statute, tho common

law prohibits obscene publications, and settles all the mooted

questions of these defenders of obscenity.

The following taken from one of his papers, shows tho dupli
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city of this scamp. One day he is so poor that he must needs

have help from the liberals to defend himself in U. S. Court on

the charge of sending his obscene things through the mails ; and

next we find him doubling the 6ize of his paper at just " half the

cost of the present eight."

THE EXD OF THE VOLUME.

One more number of the * closes 1S77 and volume IV. After that time

the paper, as has been announced, will be enlarged to twice its present size,

containing sixteen pages in place of eight. As the additional eight pages

will be furnished for half the price of the present eight, it will be seen at a

glance that the enlarged paper will be furnished twenty-five per cent cheaper

than now.

We trust it is the purpose of all our patrons to continue ou with us, and wa

earnestly hope to have still many new ones. The eulargeraent will double

our expenses, and we need also to double the number of our patrons. We

wish every friend of the paper and every friend of the cause of truth and men

tal freedom to exert himself or herself to send us the names of new sub

scribers. Does not almost every reader know some person who does not take

this paper, but ought to, and can be induced to subscribe T Oh, that every

one would make a determined effort in this direction 1 Much can be accom

plished if the effort is generally made.

Another paper says :

Wo have great reason to be pleased that the names of trial subscribers con

tinue to come in freely. We still hope the inward flow will not cease. Let

our list grow to magnificent proportions. If the trial of the United States

renin Bennett comes off, it is hoped that the services of Col. Robert G. Iuger-

soll can be secured to defend him, in which case lively times and a full report

in these columns may be expected. It is better for us to receive yearly sub

scribers than merely for two months, at 20 cents, and we trust those who havo

hearts and pockets big enough to afford the paper for a year will not bo

bashful about doing so. The names, however, are welcome, whether for two

months or twelve.

Again this poor begging obscenity dealer says :

We wish to send out thousands of copies of the initial number of tho new

volume. Will not friends send us the names of such persons as they think

will like such a paper? If they feel like sending fivo cents, or bo, for each

party to whom the paper is to be sent, it will help us to bear the expense aud

pay the postage. Is not a word to tho wise sufficient f and may wo not ex

pect a good response from our numerous friends f

* Name of his paper, which we purposely omit.
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lTow urgent is the case ! " Ob, that every one would make a

determined effort," &c

After the petition began to circulate, then the plot gradually

developed. Now for the agent's good name and character.

" We must silence him. We must prevent the facts within his

knowledge from being made public. We must head off these

facts by foulest slanders and lies." Well, they planned and

plotted. I was called the " great Inquisitor of the Nineteenth

Century "—the courts " Inquisitions." I give ono chapter of

their attack upon me, in full, as follows :

Incidents in thjc Lirs and Pubuc Acts op Anthony Comstock.

bt ONI who knows uim.

This infamous person—Bt representative of the Y. M. C. A, Secretary and

agent for I be N. Y. Society for the Suppression of Vice, and apodal mail agent

of the United States Government, who in now imitating the career which

brought the notorious Jonathan Wild to the gallows more than a century ago,

la supposed by the majority of people to be a religious fanatic, but be is in

reality a hypocritical fraud, aa will be clearly shown in the following brief

statement of facta.

Comstoek was bom and raised In New Britain, Connecticut, where his

father, who was postmaster of that place many years ago, came to grief, it is

said, for helping himself to other people's money by pilfering from lettets in

trusted to bis care. If this is true, the hopeful son of a worthy father seems

to bare come honestly by bis disposition to interfere with and intercept other

people's mail matter. The worthy son wan always known iu boyhood aa a

sneak and an informer, and one who, nnder the pretence of piety, would

do the meanest actions for tbo sake of a few peonies ; and this truit is now the

most prominent one in bis character.

During the late war between the Northern and Southern States, Comstoek

was acting as sutler's clerk to a Connecticut regiment, from which position

lie was ignominiously expelled in consequence of being caught cheating the

soldiers and robbing his employers. At the close of the war be earned a pre

carious living by peddling various article* whose, quality and value he could

misrepresent to bis unwary customer* ; and in the year 1*73 we ilml him in

the employ of Messrs. Cochran &. Mcl.eaii, dry goods merchants, 4<it Broad

way. This Brm, who at first were not aware of the character of Comstoek,

got rid of blm aa soon as they discovered what kind of a man he n as.

While in the employ of this arm, ComsUx k conceived the brilliant idea of

distinguishing himself and making fine sums of money by breaking up tbo

trade iu obscene literature and powihly monopoliiing the business all to him

self. This be readily accomplished through the aid of the Young Men's

Christian Association, who iudorscd all bis propositions and scut him on t«
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Washington, where, through the instrumentality of the pious hypocrite,

Schuyler Colfax, Vice-President, a very stringent law was passed by Con

gress, making it criminal to use the U. S. mails for any purpose that might be

construed to be immoral or indecent.

Grant, who then occupied the White House, gave his word never to pardon

any individual convicted by Comstock, and he never did, although it is well

known that any Government thief could get pardoned for stealing by

approaching Grant in the right way. [He nevertheless did pardon John A.

Lant on the last day of his official term.—Ed. T. S.]

Having had this law passed, without publicity, by Congress, Comstock set

to work laying traps for his victims, who were all ignorant of the passage of

any such law until they found themselves behind the prison bars. Comstock

boasted in print, through the column of the Aitc York Times, that ho bad

seized over sixty tons of " immorality," in the shape of type, plates, prints,

books, pictures, etc., and had captured over one hundred persons engaged in

the obscene publication business, " several of whom," says this pious man,

" have since died, and their friends call mo their murderer ; but be that as it

may, I glory in it, for the world is better off without them." Truly a nico

sentiment for a professed Christian to utter, and this is but a mild expression

in comparison with some that this profane hypocrite has given utteranco to

since he began to run his religious muck through the States of this Union ;

for although he can pray like a saint when in church, he can curse like a

sailor when ho is out on a carousal.

Comstock's sole object in this world is to make money. At the present

time he owns property at 354 Grand avenue, Brooklyn, and at Sqnan Beach,

New Jersey. He is, or was, in receipt of twenty-Qve hundred yearly, as post

office agent, and liberal donations from the Y. II. C. A., $4,000 for acting as

Secretary to the Society for the Suppression of Vice, besides picking up a

large amount of money annually in the way of blackmail, and by his share of

the profits from his partners who are in the obscene literature business with

his connivance. By these nefarious means Comstock has succeeded in realiz

ing a handsome little fortuno in five years, for he was as poor as Job's turkey

in 1872.

I shall now endeavor to give a faithful account of several cases which came

under my notice since the ad vent of this hypocritical upstart.

DAVID MASSEY'8 CASE.

Mr. Massey was a St. Louis merchant, who, having failed in business, came

to New York and accepted a clerkship with the firm of Rogers & Co., 737

Broadway, New York, in 1872. Comstock scut a decoy letter containing

money to the firm, requesting them to send him some obscene pictures. Mr.

Massey sent a letter containing some pictures that were not in the l«>ast de

gree obscene, but Comstock having a stock on hand, substituted vulgar pic

tures for those which Massey had sont, and then arrested and convicted him

of violating the mail laws. Massey was sent to Ludlow street jail for one

year with a fine of five hundred dollars.
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In this case Comstock had to perjure himself in order to convict Massey.

Rogers &. Co., knowing that no mercy or justice would l>e shown tbem by Judge

IScuedict, wisely kept out <if tlie way and gave a power of at torney to Dr. 8 ,

who endeavored to get the mail matter belonging to tbem, but could not suc

ceed, a» tbe Superintendent at Station D told him that the letters (noma

«rirn or cidht hundred in ntiml>cr, and containing us many dollar*) hod be«u

sent down to ths grnerul 1'oHt OlUce. There tho I>r. «u infonned that the

letter* hail l>een sent to the dead letter oflloo at Washington, but thin woa

denied by Postmaster-General Cresswell. The letter* were never recovered,

and there is no doubt whatever that they were opened and destroyed, after

their contents had been stolen, by (.'omstock and his thieving associate*.

Poor Mussey made an effort to olitain a pardon by the intercession of hi*

■ister with Mr*, (irant, with whom she wss a school girl rniii|iaiiion in St.

Louis, some thirty year* ago, but her entreaties were disregarded, and she

died from the effects of tbe cruel disgrace which had been cast upon her

brother by tbe mercenary and perjured (.'omstock.

There are Urge numbers of other cases which we will relate In the chapters

to follow.

IT* be continued.]

This i« written by a scoundrel, whom I caught in the act of per

forming an abortion upon a young woman 17 yean of age, and

caused to be arrested. Ho swore at the time he would kill me,

and afterwards made an attempt on my life, by coming ln-hind

me, as I came out of the Court room, spitting in my face, and

then as I turned attempting to split my head open with his cane.

As the result ho dropped the cane and laid down, and was handed

over to an officer. I have almost a duplicate of tho above article,

in this scoundrel's handwriting, which ho personally t«<>k to an

editor to have printed, and hence I say I know who wrote it. This

editor brought the matter to me and made affidavit that this man

liad brought the same to him to get him to publish it. This docu

ment I still have in my possession as proof of what I say.

This article to mo is very amusing, and I never road it over

without laughing at tho terrible strait to which these criminals

are driven, in order to attack me, and tho absurdity of attempt

ing to crush an innocent man in tho path of duty, by such base

and monstrous lies. Now I was not bom in New Britain. My

father never was connected with any po*t office in his life, and

never lived in New Britain.
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I will cheerfully pay $1,000 to any charity that any person can

name, who will show I have ever received one dollar outside of

my salary from the Society I represent. I have paid over to our

treasury more than $6,000, personal fees, moieties, gifts, etc., dur

ing the past seven years. And I surrendered a good business

prospect to do this work, and I have earnestly tried to be true

and faithful, to God and man.

I was neither a sutler's clerk in a Connecticut, nor any other

regiment at any time, and no truer.

I was never a peddler, and the remainder of the story is just

as true as what Ihave already referred to.

One issue of this man's paper contained some forty or fifty

cases of dealers and ex-convicts, where these worst dealers in that

which was vilest and most infamous, were lauded and made to

appear as martyrs illegally torn from their families-, while their

families were left to suffer, etc. There was much printer's ink

expended in creating sympathy for these bereaved families ; and

the law was characterized as cruel and the prosecution heartless,

because these miscreants, these moral cancer planters, these worse

than ghouls, were legally stopped from scattering their venom

among the youth of our land. In order to illustrate the method

adopted in each of the convict's cases, which these parties defended

as so very correct, and where gross outrages were charged in the

enforcement of the laws, I beg the indulgence of the reader while

I give the facts in the Massey case above described.

At the time referred to, there appeared a very broad advertise

ment over the name of Silas Rogers & Co., 737 Broadway. As it

was my duty (and pleasure), I investigated this case to discover

that, once or twice a day, some unknown person would 6neak into

the building aforesaid, and creeping up stairs to the top floor,

would watch around till no person was looking, and then dart into

a vacant room, furnished with—just a tin letter-box on the inside

of the door. The door to this room was always locked, and the

carrier would drop the letters into the box through a little hole

cut in the door.

In investigating this case I did it, as I do in all cases through
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tho mails, by correspondence. I received their circular adver

tising obscene things, and I sent money for what they advertised

in precisely the manner they invited the public to send. I did

business with them exactly as they desired: and in reply to letters

I received the most foul and obscene matter from them. A

warrant was issued in due form, and accompanied by a marshal

I visited this place. We found it as descril>ed above. We

waited, concealed, until he had pone in and had received his

letters, and then we arrested this man Masscy. It was the going

afterwards to the den of this scoundrel al>oYo referred to, whom we

were satisfied was tho real proprietor of this business, to seize tho

obscene matter that Rogers & Co. were sending out, that we

caught him, committing the heinous offense attributed to tho

author of this base liltel. lie is one of the leaders of tho " liberal^

in this crusade against decency and morality. His imprint is seen

in various ways. IIo was a frequenter of tho office of and friend

to the ringleader, and from his hand came many of these grossest

attacks upon me.

And what did they defend ! A business that, from its char

acter, was worthy of such baso and infamous schemes in its

behalf. The men, the scheme, and the nefarious business were

well matched. There was a striking affinity, and an appropriate

ness of the union, that helped to make a complete whole.
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CHAPTER XXIV.

OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS.

CONSPIRACY CONTUnTED.

The effect of this cursed business on our youth and society, no

pen can describe. It breeds lust. Lust defiles the body, debauches

the imagination, corrupts the mind, deadens the will, destroys the

memory, sears the conscience, hardens the heart, and damns the

soul. It unnerves the arm, and steals away the elastic step. It

robs the soul of manly virtues, and imprints upon the mind of

the youth, visions that throughout life curse the man or woman.

Like a panorama, the imagination seems to keep this hated thing

before the mind, until it wears its way deeper and deeper,

plunging the victim into practices that he loathes.

This traffic has made rakes and libertines in society—skeletons

in many a household,, The family is polluted, home desecrated,

and each generation born into the world is more and more cursed

by the inherited weaknesses, the harvest of this seed-sowing of

the Evil one.

And these monsters—these devil-men, or men-devils—caught

in this cursed traffic, and prosecuted legally, and legally placed

where they cannot longer strike their deadly fangs into the vitals

of the youth, are made martyrs of, and the so-called " liberals " of

this land rally to their defence ! and, at the beck and call of this

band of ex-convicts and co-conspirators, a combined effort is made

to repeal these laws !

There is a mawkish sympathy for criminals, among even good

men, that is all for the prisoner, and nothing for the victim. The

burglar who enters the house at night and terrifies helpless women

and children, or cripples for life the master of the household, if

arrested, is an object of special sympathy. Poor fellow ! to be

shut up behind the bars and deprived of his liberty I The vender

of obscene publications, or the keeper of the gambling hell and
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tlie rum bhop—these fcllowB who make criminal*, who bring dis

grace on tlio family and suffering on helpless women and children

— are especial object* of sympathy ; while not a thought is

kotowed upon the youth cursed for life, the wife widowed, the

child orphaned, the family disgraced, pauperized, and destroyed.

My sympathy is for the family of the prisoner, but not to that

extent that I am blinded to the lasting curse the prisoner is daily

inflicting on other families in the community.

Lot the artist paint a picture, if he can, that shall fully describe

the anguish of the parent who wakes up to the knowledge that

the beloved child is debauched.

For instance, what pen or brush can picture the awful suffering

of tlio father of that once beautiful girl, who recently died in one

of the infernal dens in the upj)cr part of our city? On a bright

day she left her home and the quiet village on the eastern end of

Long Island, where she lived, ostensibly to vit.it friends in Now

York. Never a word of suspicion had l>cen raided against her

moral character. It is said that she was a favorite in the homo,

church, and society. As she left her home, she was to her beloved

parents a pure, spotless child. Imagine, then, the anguish of tlio

father when, a few days afterward, having boon summoned by

telegraph, ho start* with his wife to go to his daughter s sick-bod,

and on the cars, when tho New York papers are brought in, the

first thing to catch his eyes is the death by malpractioo of hit

lieautiful child. Ho has presence of mind sufficient to throw the

paper out of the window, as though ho had lost it. so that his wife

may not know of it, till ho learns if it indeed be true. He then

goes up to this abortion den, and there finds all that is left of his

lovely child lying in a filthy hall-bedro<>rn, taken there by tlio sou

of a respectable family, whoso mind had been deltauchod, and

who, after ruining this maiden, failed to marry her, but took her

to this place of human butchery. And wliat a death t HeIplcs.*,

alone in a cold, cheerless room, without friends, neglected, bru

tally murdered by a worse than murderess; for, after inflicting

the deadly stab, tho victim is tortured by neglect, and left to die

in a condition of which the details are too louthsomo for publica

27
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tion. Is it any wonder that this helpless maiden, in her last

agonies, threw her fair arms about the neck of a godless coroner,

and besought him to pray for her ?

And there is more mawkish sympathy for the young man who

led this fair maiden to her ruin, and for the wretch who tortured

her to death, to save them from the just punishment the law in

flicts for these crimes, than for the large circle of friends made

to hang their heads in shame ; or for the home worse than deso

late by this terrible event.

You ask for my sympathy, and talk of mercy for these men,

who sow the 6eeds of such ruin ! First, put these foul creatures

legally out of the community, where they can do no more harm

to tender youth, and let them repent and turn from their cursed

traffic, and give evidences of sorrow and repentance.

My sympathy is with the children and youth, who are liable to

be thus debauched and cursed for life. Away with this sym

pathy for criminals ! Talk of judgment and justice first. "We can

better afford to support by public charity every friend of each

criminal, than allow a single person to go unpunished who offends

against these laws.

Up to the time of this "Liberal" struggle in 1877-78 there

had been more than 250 persons arrested, and 20 tons

weight of matter had been seized and destroyed. Yet the im

perative demand of these so-called " Liberals " was, these laws

must he repealed. The campaign was well planned by these

enemies to moral purity. The conflict was to be a determined

one. It was to be bitter and relentless. It was to be a

Gettysburg. Having distributed their 15,000 circulars and

blank petitions, the conspirators were all exultation at the

ready response of money, and signatures to their petitions, by

the infidel and lawless class. These moneys enabled the shrewd

editor to enlarge his paper, and send specimen copies of it to

persons whom he sought to secure as subscribers. The following

will show the progress of their scheme printed in one of the

liberal papers, published by the leading conspirators.

Again we want to assure our many kind friends that we feel very grateful
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for their renewed proof* of trust and sympathy, and wo hope we may ever

prove worthy of the rmitldence so kindly bestowed. We have been using the

funds that have been sent us in making the best defense that our Judgment

dictate*—the sending out of thousands of blank petitions for signature* In

ail part* of the country. Aa before remarked, we aball acnd out nearly

80,000, the postage alone on which will be almost fanO. If these are generally

signed and are preaented to Conpress In bulk, they Mill have a marked effect

ii]H>n that body. We hope our frienda will all sign and ixTsuade ns many

others of their friendatodo the aame aa possible. Let us make a strong and

united attack upon the enemy's works.

Friends, again we thank you, and please be not offended because we cannot

take the time to write separately to all, acknowledging your kindness.

In another issue he publishes the following lie :

When Ih\ Kootc was in tronble, it pleased the good f'omstork to occasionally

Insert • notice in our dailies Itrginning " An Abortionist Thwarted," etc. It

is hardly presumable that • really good and honorablo man would stoop to

the mean and villainous conduct of basely trodueiug an unfortunate man lie

had already grossly injured.

Neither in this or any other case, has such a thing been done.

But the bigger the Uo the better it pleased this slanderer. He

then continues:

Advertising us aa a free lover waa contemptibly mean. From the time Corn-

stork waa a small boy we have lived faithfully with the wife of our bosom, and

we have never, either in public or in private, advocated the doctrine* of free

love. Bnt Mr. Comstock, after pouncing upon hia victim, goea to work to

blacken his good name so that the public will condemn him even before be lias

a trial, and that a conviction may be eaay.

The correspondence of this man which was afterwards print

ed by a so-called " Liberal " paper shows, l>eyond a question, that

he was corrupted and led from his boasted path of virtue, by the

book he afterwards was sentenced to 13 months imprieonment for

sending through the mails. He attempted to put in practice the

very theories, doctrines and precepts of this liook, and that, too,

in letters so gross, sent to a young lady, who was strong, pure

and bravo enough to repel his bestial advances, that they could

not Iks printed even in . n infidel paper.

Query : If this blatant infidel and blasphemer of all that is

pure and holy, could bo corrupted and made disloyal to tho one

to whom he profes.-od to have lieen true up to 1S77, what slut11
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be said when it is known that the anthor of this nastiness, before

he was sent to State's Prison for sending it through the mails,

advertised for "boy and girl" agents to sell this book, proclaim

ing that " women were most successful."

The one-thousandth part of the facts have never been published

of the tricka and devices to deceive the public, and create preju

dice against the officer who enforced these laws. No stronger

argument can be presented against the book, or in defence of my

acts, than the fact that this book was so gross and insidious as to

corrupt and debauch (if possible) the mind of this individual, and

to lead him to attempt the ruin of a fair young woman. Heaven

save our children and youth from such hellish influences.

Though I stand alone, let me stand for the moral purity of our

children—but let no man stand in his own strength, but alone in

the strength and by the grace of that Infinite one, this man and

his followers revile and blaspheme. I have trusted in and

prayed thus far to Him, and for seven years He has never once

deserted me ; but in the very midst and presence of these most

monstrous slanders, and in the face of the blackest revilings of

the basest men, my reputation has been preserved, and friends

have continued to be raised up for the cause and for myself.

Conscious of my integrity, I will not down for the venom of the

scoffer or slanderer.

In addition to the above, several books and pamphlets were

also published, all of the most libelous character, wherein every

act was distorted and misrepresented ; statements made that were

utterly false ; incidents reported as occurring that never occurred ;

words quoted as having been spoken that were never uttered ;

indeed every possible thing done, to break down the word, char

acter, and standing of the man who had dared stand for the

moral purity of the young against the operation of those these

conspirators defended.

The kepeal of these laws was sought in the interest of

the dealers in obscene matter.

The foul business was defended for itself and nothing else. At

t/iere never had been, a man arrested under these laws, exceptfor
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tending obscene and immoral articles or advertisements of the

same tltrough the mail*, there teas but one reason why these laws

should be repealed, and that teas, because it interfered with their

infamous traffic, and prevented t/iese scoundrels from using the

mails oft/ie CniLd Statesfor their base purposes.

But they were cunning and shrewd. They well knew tliat no

decent person would defend them if the facto were known. They

therefore dealt in falsehood and misrepresentation. Facts were

suppressed.

TOE PETITION Or 70,000 SAXES.

By thus each week, printing and circulating their gross state

ments, they succeeded in securing as they claimed 70,000 names

to the petition to Congress to repeal the laws. This petition was

arranged on an immense reel, and the different papers pasted

together. It was conveyed to Washington, and in February,

1878, introduced by General Butler, to the House of Representa

tives, and referred to the Committee on the Revision of Laws.

AM ASSOCIATED PRESS DISPATCH

was sent over tiio country announcing "that 70,000 Freemen,

headed by Col. Robt. G. Ingersoll, had petitioned Congress to

repeal tlio laws known as the 'Comstock' Law, on account of its

unconstitutionality and tho outrages committed under it by

Anthony Comstock."

A National Defence Society was started with an ex-convict

president, to defend dealers in obscene publications ; and sub

scriptions were solicited.

New appeals were inado for funds to work with, which was in

fact to publish Infidel works by tho co-conspirator*, and, in

addition, print attacks upon tho agent who enforced these laws.

While tliis petition was slumbering before tho committee, tho

most diabolical thing was done by these conspirators (and the

contributors may l>o able to see where some of their money went).

A foul book, called
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"ANTHONY COMSTOCK.: HI3 CAKEEK OF CBUELTY AND CEIMES,"

was published. This matter first appeared in the Infidel paper,

and was distributed free, and afterward was bound up in book

form, and advertised, a sample chapter of which we have already

given.

Query : Were these publications and advertisements legitimate

expenses in Bennett's defence before the Court, and did the

" Liberal " contributors pay for the same ? "Were their contribu

tions expended in this manner ? Who got the profit on the books

and papers sold ?

At last after six weeks of lobbying, the matter was brought up

before the committee in the House of Representatives. The in

fidel, the free-lover, the smut-dealer, and the friends of nastiness

were out in full force.

The first warning I received, was from the following Press

Dispatch, the last week in March, 1879.

[N. T. Times.]

J. B. Wolff, of New York, appeared before the Committee on Revision of the

Laws to-day on behalf of the 50,000 signers to the petition presented a few-

days ago by Representative Butler, protesting against what is known as the

Comstock law. He held that all such laws are unconstitutional, an invasion

of personal and State rights, dangerous and subversive of society itself; that

Congress has no power over the moral quality of mail matter ; that all ques

tions of common morality and crime belong to the States, except those ex

pressly prohibited in express terms; that the law itself is ambiguous, and

dangerous in the hands of such men as Comstock ; and that the whole nation

is responsible for every falsehood told and injustice done under this law ; and

thus, by the infamous methods of Comstock and his confreres, wholesale crime

is committed to punish a few harmless enthusiasts, or a few hardened crimi

nals. He massed all the facts bearing on the subject, State and National, to

show the progress already made towards a censorship of the press, and a prac

tical union of Church and State, and the danger of placing it in the power of

any man, or set of men, to say what is indecent or immoral in mail matter.

The following day I visited Washington, to discover that the

committee met each Wednesday, and that the next week this

matter would then come up again. These repealers knew well I

would be present. They had secured the assistance of the Press,

and had found many representatives of respectable papers ready

to do their bidding.
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Tho most important tiling for them, in order to insure the

success of their cause, was to so blacken " Comstock," that he

would not l>c believed.

It would ncvor do to have the facts, which ho would doubtless

present, brought before the committee. Therefore, as he was

bound to appear and oppose their efforts, he must be made in

famous. So they reasoned and planned, so they attempted to

execute. But " man proposes and God disposes." The God they

blasphemed I prayed to; the Sovereign they cursed I revered and

sought to honor ; tho Almighty one they distrusted was the centre

of my Iio|k>, my trust, my all. Their efforts had the effect of

tcm]>orarily making lukewarm and distant many whom I had

counted as friends. Many who were friendly to the cause had

not moral courage to Btand by or for the reviled agent. Iso, the

thing? in public print were too infamous. Tho 70,000 petitions,

tho movement at Washington, and the tono of the Press all were

against me.

These obscenity-mongers and repealers, now brought out their

heaviest artillery—their Columbiads. Heretofore they had used

small field pieces compared to what was in waiting when once the

matter was publicly before

A CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTER.

As I have said, knowing that unless prevented I would surely go

before that Committee with facts, thc*e repealers had their plans

laid ; and knowing (some of them at least) that plots to put me

out of tho way had failed, as I had, but a short time previous,

taken one of tho men who was to assault, and ran a knife into

me, while alone with me in my office,

A PRISONER WITH MT REVOLVER,

and had locked him np : and that I had been on to Washington

and ascertained when tho matter was to come np again, they then

disclosed the balance of their plot, and fired the heaviest gun

tiiey had. This, their " swamp angel,*' was expected to effectually

demolish me, and blow mo to atoms by tho prejudices it would
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arotise against me, and the infamy it would attach to my good

name and reputation.

This consisted in the following dispatch, sent all over the

country by Associate Press, and published by the Washington

Post:

ANTHONY COMSTOCK LN TROUBLE.

Anthony Comstock, who claims to be Special Agent of the Post Office De

partment for the Suppression of Vice, etc., is being made a martyr of iu five

cities to the tune of eleven indictments by the Grand Juries, one United

States District Attorney alone having fifteen separate and distinct counts in

one indictment for violation of the Postal Laws and Acts of Congress. It is

alleged that Comstock opened too many letters for the good of the public ser

vice, and got caught in his own trap set for others. Only think of Madame

Bestell of New York and Anthony in the same Sing Sing at the same time.

It seems folly for me to say that the whole thing is without a

scintilla of truth. Yet, the record would be incomplete without

it. There never has been an indictment against me in any

Court.

BEFORE THE COMMITTEE.

In the face of all this, by the grace of God, I visited Washing

ton, and went before the Committee the next Wednesday.

Everything looked black. I was alone. As I strolled through

the vestibule and rotunda of the Capitol, the Senate Chamber,

and Representatives Hall, I found on each Congressman's desk

a copy of the vile paper, of which eight pages were devoted to a

pretended account of the " Life and Crimes of Anthony Com

stock." These papers were scattered everywhere. The Commit

tee room was filled with them. As I entered the Committee room,

I found it crowded with the long-haired men and 6hort-haired

women, there to defend, obscene publications, abortion imple

ments, and other incentives to crime, by repealing the laws. I

heard their hiss and curse as I passed through them. I saw their

sneers and their looks of derision and contempt. But one man,

he a member of this Committee, in all that audience, had the

moral courage to rise up and in the face of this tremendous op

position speak to me, and greet me pleasantly. It was a brave act,

and I shall always honor the memory of Hon. Bush Clabk of
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Iowa, for daring to speak a kind word to me in the darkest hour

of my experience.

It was not the blackening of my reputation that weighed me

down, so much as the possibility that one of tho most righteous

laws ever enacted should be repealed or changed. This law is a

barrier between tho youth and moral death, between the home

circle and shame, between the best institutions of learning in the

land and disgrace, between tho souls of our children and the

niost subtle enemy we have to deal with. I knew of the horrors

tliat had been scattered broadcast over tho land, through tho

mails, and that would again flood the country, if this law was

repealed.

Whatever all tho world besides might do, there was but ono

thing for mo to do, as a man and a Christian. I must stand firm.

There was but one Bafe path for mo, and that was the path of

duty. In that supremo moment of trial, one thought comforted

me, " He is able, IIo is willing.'' " My grace is sufficient"

These blessed thoughts cheered me. They strengthened my

faith. In the midst of it all I was comforted and sustained.

One of tho Repealers announced to the Committee that I was

present, and that as he supposed I would have something to say,

ho would liko to have mo speak before he did. I submitted, the

fairness of their side being allowed to closo first, as I was the

only ono to speak on behalf of tho law, esjH-cially as they bad al

ready occupied ono day, and besides there were several sjieakcrs

on their bide.

The Committee decided in my favor, and Alfred (tiles, who

had informed mo that ono I leywood, tho leading free-lover, anil

an ex-convict (of sending obsceno matter through tho mail.-), had

ti-lcgraphi <1 for him whilo he was South, and that he came there

to represent him, took tho floor first. IIo therefore attempted to

defend this ex-convict's hook.

I replied to him, when I spoke, by reading extracts from this

book, until ono of tho Committee stopped me, and asked him if

that was the l>ook he referred to in his remark* ? and when Giles,

evidently supposing he had a point in his favor, cxultingly
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answered in the affirmative, I was informed that they had heard

enough, with more than an intimation that the sentence was just

in this man's client's case. Giles's whole plea may be sumrned

up, as is the character of the book,free lust.

But next came a

PHYSIOLOGICAL STUDENT

named E. B. Foote, jr., from the city of New York, the son of a

man convicted under these very laws. He was a young man, and

if he lives long enough and improves his opportunities, he may

learn wisdom. He showed sadly a lack, and also an utter disre

gard for the truth in what he said before the Committee. He

said in substance as follows :

I am a physiological student. I am here to represent the physiological side

of this subject. This law is no good, there has never been any good accom

plished uuder it. There have been great outrages committed. I know of a

reputable physician in the city of New York, who was convicted for sending

a purely medical work through the mail. I know the men who are back of

this business and who back this man Comstock ; they are fanatics and bigots.

I am a graduate of one of the medical colleges, and I know these men well.

I have seen their names to papers presented to the Legislature of onr State,

where I have had occasion to go to have the laws changed that they helped

pass.

Others spoke besides these two, and all dealt in the most bitter

personalities against me, feeling, doubtless, assured that no person

would listen to me after what had been said and done.

At last the suspense is over, the time came for me to speak. I

had but one simple duty. Every interest paled before that, i. e.

To show the Committee reasons why the law s/iould not be

changed.

I commenced by calling upon the " physiological student " to

witness that what he had said " about no good being done," was

untrue ; that the first thing accomplished after the signing of the

law in 1873 by President Grant, was to oblige his father, Mr. E.

B. Foote, of Lexington ave., to suppress several thousands of

circulars, advertisements, and books that he was sending through

the mails. That the reputable physician who he said had been
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unjustly convicted for sending " a purely medical work," etc.,

was his own father, who was convicted nut for sending a medical

work, but advertisements of an infamous article—an incentive to

crime to young girls and women, and that his own clerks testified

that the nefarious business was conducted in connection with cer

tain other things they advertised —that the contraband goods

were in violation of the laws of the State of New York as well,

and that consequently they stored the goods at South Norwalk,

Conn., where twice a month a confidential clerk went and filled

orders by express; that E. B. Foote received $4.75 out of every

$3.00 received through the mails for this infernal article.

The bigots and fanatics ho referred to, I showed to bo the most

eminent physicians in New York city and Brooklyn, who had

protested against any chango in our laws in the interest of this

crew. I then showed from the advertisements I there had, tho

physiological side of the question, which tliis " physiological stu

dent" said he was there to represent, to be articles for mal

practice, and other infamous things sold in connection with

ol>sceno publications, leading the youth to speedy and positive

ruin.

I then presented facto why the laws should not bo changed.

I showed how catalogues of schools are collected for the sako of

children's names and addresses ; how different devices are resorted

to. tocollect the names of our youth in order to Bend secretly by

mail to them, tho most demoralizing articles, giving details and

ead instances coining within my own knowledge, where many

youth of both sexes have been ruined.

I then came to tho exposure of the great fraud which had been

perpetrated in tho collecting of the names to this " Literal "

petition. I took out a copy of tho circular printed in this chap

ter, and gave a Bynopsis of its contents, reading tho names of tlto

feigners thereto. I then read the endorsements which had been

placed on the back of one of these circulars, samples of which wo

print below, as showing the forgery resorted to in order to have

the benefit of reputable names to their disreputable scheme.

Some of the names signed were of jtcrsons whom I had arrested.
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I have not been to such. I would not have their recantation.

Mr. Jewett I did not visit at all, as he was then employed by E.

E. Foote, and as Mr. Foote has arrayed himself with his brother

ex-convicts to repeal these laws, I felt it beneath me to go to him

or any of his employees.

Before I had called upon the first named they had published

the following :

UNAUTHORIZED, AND A FORGERY.

[New York Tribune, Dec. 29th, 1877.]

The public are respectfully informed that the use of our name in connection

■with a circular petition, issued by one D. M. Bennett, is wholly unauthorized.

It is a matter of regret that our laws provide no suitable penalty for offences

of this kind. (Signed) McKesson & Bobbins,

Wholesale Druggists, 91 Fulton st., New York City.

Dec. 17th, 1877.

The use of the name of the New York News Co. on this circular is outirely

unauthorized, and we pronounce same a forgery.

The New York News Company,

(Signed) J. W. Khoudes, Treasurer.

Dec. 21st, 1S77.

The use of the name of Crocker & Colyer was used in this circular unauthor

ized by us. (Signed) Crocker & Colyer.

We, the undersigned, never read the above until printed. Mr. Bennett said

to us he was getting up a circular, and would we sign it t We answered we

would sign anything reasonable, and that is all that ever passed between us

on the subject. The matter in it is quite different from what we expected,

and we disclaim any part or participation in it.

(Signed) Wood & IIolbrook.

We, the undersigned, never gave our permission to Mr. Bennett to use our

name in connection with this petition. (Signed)

Warren Barnes &. Co., 69 Duano st.
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Jan. 3d, 1W8.

Mr. nennctt umhI my oamo without consulting mo, Haying tome afterward,

that he prcaumrd I would uot be offended. (Signed)

A. L. Rawson, 34 Bond at.

Jan. 3d.

The uae of my name at the bottom of the accompanying circular ia entirely

unauthorized by me. (Signed) J. W. BotrroN.

I then said to the Committee as I say to the world, " I have

sought faithfully to do my duty. I have been zealous and

earnest, and expect to be in the future, to keep a legal barrier

between this cursed business which debauches and destroys tho

youth, and tho children in our schools, colleges, and homes. /

chtilletuj? the closest scrutiny into all my official acts. I am ready

to meet any charge, from any person, of any act unbecoming a

faithful officer; and if any member of this Committee has a

suspicion that I liavo done any improper act, I ask them to make

a must searching investigation, and do it in tho most public

manner.*'

The above in sulwtance, was my reply to tho slanders of these

repeal conspirators.

When I was through, several of theso men wanted to speak

again.

One venerable member of this Committee moved tliat "tho

debate now close."

This was ono whom I thought was seriously opposed to mo, as

during all my speech never once did ho look up into my face,

but sat there perfectly stolid.

As these repealers urged to be allowed to speak, this old Jmlgo

says, " We've heard enough ; I move tho debate close and the

room bo cleared." It was so ordered.

Then came tho complete rout of tho enemy ; then camo tho

answer to prayer ; then camo vindication; then camo light and

joy; then camo a perfect victory; then camo positive proof

that it is better to trust God, than put confidence in men—better

to walk alone with Him than go with the multitude ; and as I
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went out of the door, the last to go out, I heard the following

unanimously carried :

"I move you that we report unanimously against any repeal or

change whatever."

EEPOET OF COMMITTEE.

The following is the report of this Committee to the House of

[Representatives, May 1, 1878 :

KEPORT.

The Committee on the Revision of the Laws, to whom was referred the peti

tion of Robert G. Ingersoll and others, praying for the repeal or modi float imi

of sections 1785, 3878, 3893, 5389, and 2491 of the Revised Statutes, have had

the same under consideration, and have heard the petitioners at length.

In the opinion of your Committee, the post-office was not established to

carry instruments of vice, or obscene writings, indecent pictures, or lewd

books.

Your Committee believe that the statutes in question do not violate the

Constitution of the United States, and ought not to be changed; they recom

mend, therefore, that the prayer of the said petition be denied.

No other person appeared before this Committee in behalf of

this law save Mr. Samuel Colgate, of New York. He went on at

liia own expense, and voluntarily went before this Committee.

After this report had been made by the Committee and printed

in the records of the House, the following dispatch was sent out

by the associated press, and published in many of the daily

papers. Could anything be more unfair or unjust ?

[Tribune, June 1, 1878.]

IMMORAL LITERATURE IX THE MAILS.

The House Committee on the Revision of the Laws, in response to the peti

tion of Robert G. Ingersoll and others, has reported favorably a bill to repeal

that section of the Revised Statutes which relates to the sending of obscene

literature through the mails. This is the law commonly known as the Anthony

Comstock Law, and the section under which alone he obtains the exceptional

powers which he exercises. The Committee have been induced to favor the

repeal of this bill on the grounds that it is unconstitutional, and that in uiaiiy

instances it has been executed in a tyrannical and unjust manuer.
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[Commercial Advertiser.]

The Moose Committee on the Revision of the taws has favorably report*"!

the bill to repeal that section of the Revised Statutes which gives Mr.Anthon)

Comstock the extraordinary powers be has over the mails. It is supposed

tbst this action will be the signal fur an attack on the Committee. It raouot

be denied, however, that Mr. Comstock's privileges should be abridged.

Pray, what are his privileges ? To enforce these laws accord

ing to law, and in a legal manner—simply this and nothing more.

[X. H. Herald, Jnne 4, 1878.]

The United States Supremo Court has recently rendered a decision which

will effectually check Mr. Anthony Comstock from searching the United States

mail hereafter, unless he ia able to swear to the objects to be seized. Mr.

Comstock has certainly done most commendable work in the past, but the

power he assumed over the United States mail was as tin warranted as it was

extraordinary.

The above is a fair comment on the charges that had been

made by the defenders of obscenity, but as no power ever existed

to search the mails as alx>vo implied, and as I never have assumed

any such right or power, it makes this article harsh and unfair.

I have never known a single instance in seven years' connection

with tlio P. O. Dept. where a letter not belonging strictly to

myself has ever been interfered with—all other charges and

insinuations to tho contrary.

So strong was the feeling created by these conspirators against

me, that some papers would not correct this error, even when so

requested.

This law still stands and is in full force, notwithstanding tliat

after this, Col. Rob. G. Ingersoll made efforts in the Senato to

revive tho matter there, and repeal or change it. This lias Wn

denied.

But this is true. A petition demanding tho repeal or change

of this law, l>caring tho names of Robert G. Ingersoll and others,

was presented to tho U. S. Senate, and referred to tho Judiciary

Committee. I personally went before this Committee, and lx>t!i

the chairman and clerk informed mo that Col. Robert G. Inger

soll had been or sent personally, to have a time fixed wheti he

could bo heard on behalf of the petitioners, and it was arranged
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the very day of this grand triumph in the House Committee, that

I should be notified when Ingersoll was to be before the Senate

Committee, so I could be present also. But the defeat in the

House was so complete, that the matter was not brought up after

wards, and no action was taken.

THE LAW.

One word about the law. It prohibits obscene matter and

articles of indecent and immoral use, from going tlirough the

mails, and punishes the person who deposits any of these things

for mailing and delivery.

The question of obscenity, is one that has been defined, and a

legal rule established under the common law, by the highest

courts in the United States and England, and was so laid down

and established long before this law was passed. The United

States Supreme Court has declared the absolute right of Congress

to pass these laws.

Now nothing remains but to legally enforce them, and because

that has been done, these men are mad.

As one grand result of enforcing these and the laws against

swindling, more than 24 tons of unlawful and contraband matter

has been seized, and nearly 450 persons have been arrested ; and

these are the reasons why these friends of nastincss are not

happy. They refuse to be comforted so long as I insist upon dis

charging my duty according to the dictates of my conscience,

under my oath of office, and persist in enforcing these laws in a

legal manner.

Here, however, the loss and gain have changed, and what is

their loss, is the infinite gain of the community.

One thing it is safe to count on. By the grace of God, these

laws are more than an unknown factor,—they are an active,

known element and force against the reeking nastiness of the men,

who delight to violate them, and who joy in thus defending their

nefarious traffic, and assailing these righteous laws. They must

and shall be enforced. It is a crime not to make them effective

for good, and defend them when assailed.
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slums cf crime, in order to fill their columns with foul stories,

and illustrations of sickening details of scenes, that should be

kept from the knowledge of every boy and girl in the land.

"We ought, in this enlightened country, to have enough of de

cency and moral courage to protect our youth from these con

taminating influences, and enough Christianity to protect and

sustain any organization engaging in such a noble crusade against

the powers of darkness as has been waged by the officers and

members of the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice.

There ought to be enough honesty and fairness to protect a man,

engaged in suppressing this monster evil, from being branded as

a criminal, and maligned by insinuations and base charges, in

reputable papers. No man outside of a very limited circle knows

of the faithful and heroic conduct of the officers of the Society

that has dared to confront this evil. Leave me entirely out of

the question, but bestow all praise upon the business men who

year after year have stood firmly by this work, in the midst of

obloquy, slurs and abuse. The list of officers that have served

since the charter of this Society was granted in 1873, is a list of

names of brave, noble men ; and with great deference I pay'a

grateful tribute to their fidelity, their uniform kind and patient

treatment, and their wise counsel.

There are others who have shared none of the official duties,

but who, from the earliest inception of this work, have been

ever kind and true to me—men who have trusted me, and I

would cut off my right hand before I would knowingly do a

single act to abuse the uniform trust and confidence which they

have always shown me. I may be pardoned, if in this con

nection I present the names of the present officers of the New

York Society for the Suppression of Vice.

President—Samuel Colgate, Esq.

Vice I'res'ts—Alfrkd S. Barnes, Esq., William E. Dodge, Jr., John Paton.

Treasurer—Kilian Van Renssalaer.

Executive Committee—J. M. Cornell (Chairman), William F. Lee, Z. Styles

Ely, George Brown, Thomas Denny, Kilian Van Renssalaer, Sidney

E. Morse.
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What have these gentlemen braved the odium of miarcpro-

MMiUition and public abuse, to accomplish I

Let the following answer this interrogative :

TABULAR VIKW OF KUULXS.

PKSCWmoN.

Persons arrentcd in V. 8. Court*

" " State Court*

Ihwharped by Committing Magistral en

M " June*

Convicted or plead guilty

N'lltenred

I'nwinrn abaconded

" re-arnwted

Di«aijreement by Juries

Convicted mi wcoitd trial

Kail bond* forfeited

Year* of imprisonment Imposed

Amount of flues imposed

CouticU pardoned

"TOOK COXF1BCATKD.

- Hooka and sheet stock seized and destroyed

Ohw-ene I'irtiirra and l'boto'a

Mtrroarnpic 1'irturc* for Charma, Knives, elc .

Negative Plate* for making Olmrcna Photograph*

Engraved Steel and Copper Plates

Wood I ii In mid Kleetm-plnteii

Stereotv pc I 'In tea for pi in ting Bulks, etc

Number of dltli-rent Booka

Lithographic Mnneadest roved

Art ir I in fur lniiiior.il use, of niliU-r, clc

I .end Moii Ida lor making lll>»< mo Matter

r'«!.iMi-*lnnr<nt* for making Mine closed

lnil-xiit l*ln\ iug Cards destroyed

lto\r« of I'll la, Powilers, etc., used by Abortionists

CirriiLira, t '..talogucs. Songs, poems, rte

Newspapers containing unlawful Advert iscment* or Obacene

MiM.-r

Open lelleia seized in possession of person* arrested

S iiuea of lie il> r«, na revealed by Aeeounl llooksof Publishers

Obscene 1'ieturea, fniuied on walla of Saloona

Figure* and linages nit.il and de»t roved

Letter*. Packages, ele., wired in baniia of Dealers, ready for

mailing at the tune of arrest

Naaiea and P. O. aililri-mva to whom Circulars, etc., may be

aent, tint are aold a* matters of Merchandise, seized in

hand* of |>crsnmi arrested

Obscene Plavs stop|>cd, or plarea of Amusement cloaeil

Milea travelled by Agent outaido N. Y. t'lty

TOTAJ. To IrNO.

•JiC.

V";i

■-•ii

H

LHHl

9

1 .

Ii

6

tlP.OilO

vra. nioa. davs.

0 -JA

toi,:ioo

17

Mn

24,°5S rtav

•Mt,(u9

7,4110

1,700

3T.2

.Mfl

14,4-11 lbs.

KW

M

(U.OTM*

700 lb*.

5

.-. c-.>

4,K.

l,31ti,0-ei

83.354

7<'.i-«>

6,1X10

US

W

3,4'il

mn.ias

4

1TO.C75
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To the above may be added, the suppression of a great num

ber of advertisements that formerly filled the columns of a large

class of newspapers. The streets of New York have been cleared

of venders of indecent images, and sellers of pamphlet obscenity.

Shop windows have been purged until it is partly possible to pass

down Nassau and Ann streets, and up the Bowery without being

outraged in mind by lewd pictures that formerly flaunted them

selves to public gaze.

Confectionery stores have paid respect to an aroused public

sentiment, and indecencies that once stared the children in the

face now no longer exist. Where 165 grossly obscene books were

published, plates for printing and illustrating 163 of these books

have been seized, and the other two voluntarily suppressed by the

owner thereof. "We call especial attention to the following ex

tracts from their

SIXTH ANNUAL REPOBT.

In presenting their Sixth Annual Report to this Society, the Board of Man

agers -would first make grateful acknowledgment to Almighty God for the

blessings of the past year. His favor has followed the efforts of this Society

in a marked degree ; and new fields of usefulness and broader opportunities

for good have continued to open before us, while each new effort has been

crowned with success.

Public sentiment has changed wonderfully in the interests of our work.

Publications that were sold openly, especially certain books and papers for

boys and girls, have had to retreat before public indignation, while iudecent

shows with their foul posters in various cities have been suppressed by tka

arousing and quickening of public conscience.

This Society has, during the past year, sought, through its Secretary, to

reach centres of influenco throughout tho land. Public meetings havo been

held, and facts presented which havo effected great good in repressing the

wide spread evil of criminal and indecent publications. Regarding clergymen

especially, as centres of influence, every opportunity was seized to place facts

before them. Our Agent addressed a large and representative meeting at

Saratoga of the delegates to the " General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church " Slay 17, at which tho following resolution was passed :

" That we recognize the great importance of the work of the Society for the

Suppression of Vice, in its efforts, through the faithful execution of existing

laws, to suppress publications designed to corrupt and degrade the youth;

and that we rejoice in the successes thereby accomplished by Agencies of this

Society."

He also addressed tho Conference of the Methodist Church at Swauton, Vt.
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Each of these meeting* was marked by a moat profound interest, and resolu

tions of thanks to the speaker were unanimously puueil.

Public addresses on " Evil Reading, a source of Vice and Crime " bare alao

been made during the year at Middleboro and Bocton, Mass ; lYovidcnce, K.

L; Clear Lake Camp Meetings, Iowa; Thousand Inland I'.-irk, in the St. Law

rence; Rochester, Syracuse, KecMeville, Buffalo, Brooklyn, and Kllcii\illc, N.

Y.; St. Louis, Mo.; Cineiunati and Toledo, 0. ; Detroit, Mich., and other

places. As results of these meetings, new laws hate been passed in Massachu

setts and Connecticut by their Legislatures; also City ordinances in Hock

Island, Cleveland and Warren, O., and efforta have been made in favor of

ordinances in other places.

boys' paths.

The Board are deeply impressed with the importance of guarding the youth

ful mind from the debasing Influence of what are called Hoys' Pa;>ers. harts

that ba\e come to our knowledge force us to do all that lies wilhiu our power

to check this growing evil.

We call special attention to a few illustrations of the influence of the Boys'

and (iirls' papers of to-day. We dwell upon this subject because of the little

care paid to it l>y parent or teacher, and because of their demoralizing influ

ence upon the young mind.

These papers are sold everywhere, and at a price that bringi them within

the reach of any child. They are stories of criminal life. The leading char

acters are youthful criminals, who revel in the haunts of iniquity. Many of

these stories are written with a vein of licentiousness throughout, debaning

the mind of youth aa totally as the baser sort of books and pictures. Bead

before the intellect is quickened or judgment matured sufficient to show the

barm of dwelling on these things, they educate our youth In all the odious

features of crime. These publications are the offspring of some of the weekly

Journals, that aeem to run a muck-rake through the haunts of sin, and fimn

the Police Court and slums of society gather weekly the sirkening details of

crimes that never should be put before the eyes of adults, much less children.

What is the result? The knife, the dagger and the bludgeon used in the sink*

of iniquity, and by hardened criminals, are also found in the arhool-mo:n, the

house and the playground of tender youth. Our Court rooms are thronged

with infant criminals—with baby felons.

The following are a few facts that have been brought to the attention . ft',*

Society :

Onr Agent arrested • young man 19 years of a~c, for advertising and »

log through the mails, under al> >at a do.-.c:i alia* -a, the m'< it o'.i - -<-:je in .

While searching for this vile trash in bis sleeping mom in his father's h<>

the Agent found a mass of these Boys' I'ajiers piled up in one comer, v..

sooner bul they been dbvoverej than toe prisoner started bach, e\ ' itn

with g- it force, " There, th.-ro's the cause of my ruin—that h is • a- ■ !• ■

and brought me to this I"
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Another case :

A young lad had been for months employed by a gentleman in Brooklyn,

who had reposed all confidence in him, and showed him every kindness. After

a while he began to miss sums of money varying from 10 cents to 15 dollars.

When questioned he assumed the role of innocence as pictured in the story

when the thief is caught and accused of his crime. Then he threatened, then

defied, then wept—injured innocence—and at last confessed (unlike the story).

When asked what papers he had been reading, he named two, and said he

novel' thought of doing wrong till he road these stories.

Another :

A lad about 1G years of age in Buffalo, from reading these stories, as he

afterwards confessed, conceived the idea of robbing his employer's safe. In

accordance with the description of the story, he makes an impression of the

safo key, takes the same to a locksmith, orders it made. The locksmith know

ing the lad, informed his employer. He then makes the key, leaving it imper

fect. The lad takes it, tries it, and coolly brings it back to bo altered. He

tries again and is arrested. Then, defiantly informs them that it is lucky tbey

caught him as they did, or he would have had his fortune and been off.

Another :

Two boys were recently arrested in this city trying to steal a ride West on

the railroad. One had robbed his employer of some 15 dollars. They had

armed themselves, one with an old rusty revolver, and another With a dirk, or

knife, and were starting West to seek their fortunes.

Again :

A boy 10 years of age was arrested and convicted for burglary. Ho was

sent to a reformatory institution, and pardoned out by Gov. Robinson on

account of his age. He had been out but a few days when he and two other

boys about bis own age, were arrested iu the act of another burglary.

Repeated instances have occurred within the last few years where boys have

become brigands, and have banded themselves together with an oath ofsecrecy,

to plunder and pillage, having a rendezvous iu some cave, or deserted house, or

some underground saloon.

The principal of a large boys' school in this State noticed a manifest disorder

in his school, and upon a thorough investigation he discovered that the boys

had these story papers ; and the coarse joke and the slang expression, the low

trick and the spirit of deceit and disobedience, characterizing the story, was

acted out in every day life. He called the best of the boys together, askiug

them what they thought of these papers. They were unanimous, saying,

" they are not fit for anybody to read, and they are full of slang and coarse

language."

In Paterson, N". J., last fall, three young lads under 20 years of age killed an

old man in the public streets. They first assaulted him with their lists,

knocking him down, then one of them shot him.

The same day, in one of our large business houses, two young employees

engaged in a dispute, when one drew a knife and stabbed the other.
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In Syracuse, a young mail 23 yean of age, maddened by loat and jealousy,

•hot and killed a young lady.

No\ ember 27th, in this City, a young lad 16 years of age stabbed another

youug man, because of a fuiic-icxl insult to bis sister.

In November last a bright, handsome boy ran away from a good, rinjioclable

home and became a tbief.

IIOPEFIX RESULTS.

What tbe law does not 'reach, under the present administration, no bare

•ought to reach and crush, by creating public sentiment against lawbreakers,

rcvcral of these vile papers bare been stopped within tbe past year, and are

no longer published. As a res-.ilt, largely from the Thousand Island Park

meetings, tbe Canadians have sent a solemn protest to our Post Odlee Depart

ment against sending the vile l'olict Oasrtle through the mails across their

lines. Western cities are legislating in their councils against it, and will not

permit it to be sold in their limits.

Another result : Many colleges and institutions of learning have been per

suaded not to publish catalogues with the students' names. Wo sent out dur

ing the year about 2,500 Annual lieports, with a letter of warning to as many

institutions of learning. This has madeathose in charge watchful to mark the

existence of the most corrupt influences sent secretly to their schools.

One lady principal, from a Western seminary, sends a foul circular, adver

tising most infamous articles, sent her girls, and says, "not only lias this

scoundrel sent to tbe girls of the present term, but also to the names of those

who were here last term," showing he must have both catalogues.

Tbe same circular was also seat young ladies in another seminary, one fall

ing into tbe hands of tbe daughter of the President. Another President of a

female seminary sends vile circulars sent his students, and saying, ''these

srouudrrls must either think I have a harem, or else are trying to make

one of my school." Ho is very earnest to have the parties sending them ar

rested.

Tbe President of one of the Now England universities writes, " that he i*

daily forced to see and realize tho demoralizing eflect of these vile publica

tions on the minds of tbo young," and most cordially endorses every legal

effort to suppress the same.

A Professor over a female college in New England called at our office In

April last, and informed us of three young ladies he knew of, in one of our

most celebrated female colleges, who were ruined by tbe vile things found in

their possession. 7»f* ii a common story and all too Iras. But tbe teachers are

becoming more and more watchful.

A Professor in charge of a leading high school told, in one of our meetings

In the West, of an incident occurring in bis own school, where a colored man in

livery was driven in an elegant carriage to the doorof his school, who alighted

and entered bearing a tray with some 1.'. or 80 handsomely addressed enre-

luprw. purporting to be wcililing rards, and for the same number of the young

ladies, daughters of some of the first families in that city. After the man had
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gone, lie opened one of these envelopes and found most obscene and seductive

matter, to poison their minds and ruin them body and soul.

In t'.ie Spring, we assisted in bringing to justico a scoundrel in Brooklyn,

who wag scut to prison for six months for an indecent assault on a little girl

13 years of age. He kept a uows stand, and would go around to the public

school with the advance shocts of tho story papers and pass the same through

the pickets of tho fence to little girls to induce them to visit his stand, where

in open day he assaulted them.

A President of a Western college soys : " I do not dare to publish a catalogue

on account of these scamps, and one Professor at Salt Lake does not want any

list of pupils published, tho pupils being already overrun with documents they

ought not to have."

A sabbath school superintendent writes of Boys' Story Papers, " I believe

that this kind of literature docs as much, if not more, damage thau the baser

sort, * * and I believe it is read to an alarming extent."

Another college president, from our own State, writes, after stating that he

has followed the suggestion in our letter of warning :

" Our mc;st serious problem has been to anticipate by an ounco of preven

tion, if possible, the pernicious effect of trashy literature. Eight years ago

dime novels were an unsufferable nuisance. Wo havo practically put a stop

to it by opening a reading room, well supplied with interesting periodical

literature, and by keeping college library open during hours of vacation."

In another city, not far away, a school commissioner for many years, told a

few gentlemen gathered to discuss this subjoct, " that formerly they had great

troublo in their schools; that the children in some cases had tho worst booUs

and read the same secretly, and often in school hours; but that for the past

two years they had not been discovered, that the action of this Society had

abated (his great evil.

Many more cases could be cited. It will suffice to say, that thcro have been

received of all kinds more than COO complaints during the past year.

The36 complaints imposo an immense amount of labor upon the agents of

this Society. To capture one of theso vile creatures requires much more time,

labor a:ul ability than ever before. We rejoice to say, that never in twenty

years has there been as little done by those dealing in obscene publications.

That there is vastly less of this basest sort at the present time, i3 a matter

of profound gratitudo to God.

The effoct of theso publications is thus spoken of by professors in colleges

aud others. One writes :

" Tho corrupting literature which you cro so sedulously seeking to suppress,

is a great curse in producing tho ruinous habit of self-abuse among tho youth

of our country. From such meagre statistics as I havo been able to gather, I

am forcod to the conviction that not less than 75 per cent, of our youths from

1 i to 13 years of age, aro more or less the victims of this soul, mind aud body

destroying vice."

A prominent citizen of Cincinnati, speaking of the effects of these books and

pictures on the mind of the youth, says :
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"Self-abuse is a thousand times worse where it is occasioned by obscene

plates." * * " When tlie excitement is made on the mind by obscene

plates, it is indelible, and the images remain through life. * * I cannot

write out my feelings of disgust on those damnable creatures in human shape

who vr id or deal in obscene literature. Their Infernal trade destroys the

manhood and womaubood of millions of our race, annually, over the earth."

The result of this literary poison, cast into the very fountains of social life,

is found everywhere. It is infecting tho pure life and heart of our youth.

They are becoming weak-minded, vapid, sentimental, lustful, criminal. Par

ents are mourning over the diiitaste of their children for all that Is sensible

and useful. The teacher finds study to be irksome to them ; romantic tales,

narratives of love, lust, hate, revenge and murder are to their taste. They

assimilate what they read, and so down, down oar youth go, wrsker and

weaker in all the menial and moral elements of true manhood and womanhood.

Corrupt thoughts, desires and aims supplant native innocence. Virtue (lies

out of the window ; v ice flies in and takes full possession. We condemn the

man who deals out liquid poison to the unhappy drunkard. He stands a

nobleman far al>»ve the mivralile miscreant who supplies the youth with the

demoralizing venom contained in uiuuy dime novels, flashy periodicals, sport

ing nen-»;>a;>crs and other obscene publications. Let fathers, mothers and teach

ers watch closely over the pockets, deslkS and rooms of their children. Be sure

that the imagery and seeds of moral death are not in your houses and schools.

Again I may 1h> pardoned if I refer to one other gentleman,

who lir.-t Bought mo out and promptly furnished the means to

work with—giving t!io first $•!.">() to this work—Morris K. Jcsup,

E.-<p I owe him a deht of gratitude I never can repay. Never

for one m >:nent since, lias his interest waned or hi* zeal faltered.

Still mother: Henry II. Jones, of Brooklyn, tho first year hy

personal clTort raised $2,5<><> to carry on this work. Ami though

bickne s prostrated him so that he had to givo up his business,

his int^tv.-t in this work has never ceased. I owe, him too, a

weighty deht of gratitude I never can rcjMiy.

But, of all that ever helped, cheered, and comforted mc, none

excelled tho faithfulness of my beloved pa-stor, Rev. 'William Ives

Budington, D.I)., deceased.

The sacred memory of that revered friend is an inspiration in

trials, a comfort in affliction, and an incentive to perseverance in

doing faithfully tho will of Him, whom he, by kimh>t counsel

and a sweet, pure life, taught mc to love and serve. To do a

misdeed in presence of such a friend, and tho host of others still
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living, is to outrage every feeling of trust and gratitude that they

have shown and inspired in me. With all the kindness, sym

pathy, and assistance rendered me hy these more than friends, I

would indeed be a base wretch if I would turn aside from the

Master's work, or intentionally stoop to do a mean thing. Above

all, I owe it to God to be faithful. He it is who has faithfully

performed all His promises in His holy word ; who has brought

light out of darkness; who has raised up these staunch friends;

who has provided means to work with ; who has protected me

from the assaults of the enemy ; who has said to the assassin's

knife and bludgeon, " So far and no farther I" and beyond that

point none have been permitted to reach ; who has never left me

to go alone ; who has preserved my life, my good name, and

reputation ; and I rejoice to say, One who is able to keep all we

may commit to His hands. This kind Heavenly Father has a

right to require of me, in all the future, that same faithful service

that I have earnestly sought to give in the past. Misrepresenta

tions or lies against my methods and acts I cannot prevent, while

the father of lies lives and his horde of followers inhabit the

earth. Ignorance of facts breeds prejudice, and the latter pre

pares the minds of even good men, to receive as true, everything

that a foul and gossiping tongue chooses to hurl against the one

they seek to malign.

For the encouragement of the youth, let me here add : Dare

to do right. Let no enemy or army of foes drive you from the

path of duty. It is not pleasing men, but doing God's will, that

brings peace, joy, courage, and at last, through Jesus Christ,

eternal rest. From out my seven years of conflict with the emis

saries of the Evil one, I witness that God is faithful ; nis pro

mises are sure ; He never deserts one who puts his trust in

Him.

The peace that God gives in return to those who earnestly seek

to serve Him, more than compensates for all the trials that man

may inflict. And though you stand alone in the world, He can

turn the hearts of His servants to befriend and shield you.

Such has been my experience.
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CHAPTER XXV.

mFIDELlTY WEDDED TO OBSCENITY.

TITK BPODSK or TUB NATIONAL LIBKBAL LKAOUK.

Is tho National Liberal League the defender and sympathizer

of those who deal in obscene matter and articles of indecent and

immoral use!

Did Robert G. Ingersoll advocate and favor tlie repeal of tho

laws known as the laws against obscene literature ?

Has ho since denied it i

Has the National Liberal League publicly endorsed tho efforts

to repeal these laws, or expressed sympathy with convicted deal

ers in obscene matter }

Do infidelity and ol>scenity occupy the same IkxI J

Are they appropriately wedded !

Is the National Liberal League opposed to those principles and

doctrines that make men better and that keep tho community

pure i

To all of tho above I answer emphatically in tho ajlrmntire.

That infidelity is no guarantee of good citizenship need* no

proof. Yet incidentally this will bo proven in this article.

The infidel of to-day, as represented by tho National Liberal

League, is opjiosod

To the Lord (J od Almighty, maker of us all ;

To Jesus Christ, tho only Son of God, the Saviour of mankind,

the sinner's liot friend, and tho way of eternal life ;

To the Word of God, and all tho precious promises therein con

tained, and to tho ordinances and commandments of God, niado

for the elevation of mankind, and designed to advance tho highest

interest of tho human soul ;

To laws and their proj>cr enforcement ;

To moral purity ;

To tho Christian Sabbath ;
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To tlie sinner's nsing common sense and being on the safe side,

repenting of sin, believing in Christ Jesus, and thus making

sure of his eternal salvation ; and

To principles that restrain corrupt appetites and passions.

They favor what ?

Blasphemy of the name of the Most High, and the ridiculing

of the most 6acred things ;

That license which allows appetites and passions to have full

sway, which throws off all moral restraint, and says to the criminal,

" It is right for you to do as you please, only don't get found out ;"

The traffic in obscene publications as organized and systematically

carried on by some of the basest men of the 19th century ;

The repeal of laws made to suppress this cursed business ; and

they sympathize with and lionize the men convicted of sending

obscene matter through the mails.

The above are the several counts of the indictment upon which

the Infidel and Liberal are arraigned, to all of which they will

plead " not guilty ;" therefore, we enter their plea on this record

and produce the evidence to make good this indictment.

We shall call their representative men, and those who once

were of their number, to the witness 6tand. This league, as a

body, and their leader, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, must testify.

Those who were once with them will be important witnesses, as

they are prejudiced against the prosecution, and therefore unwill

ing witnesses, and hence, whatever they 6ay in favor of the cause,

will add peculiar weight. Col. Ingersoll has made contradictory

statements out of court, and has denied advocating or favoring the

repeal of the obscenity laws in Washington. The jury (the

public) will be justified in taking his utterances, outside of court,

with many grains of allowance. They must not remark, if, when

he comes before them on the lecture platform, his face colors and

he shows symptoms of feeling bad, 6ince the evidence is so

abundant and damning of his sympathy with these scoundrels,

and his efforts for the repeal of the law in their interest ; all of

which he has since denied. And when he stands before an

audience of citizens, and for the 6ake of policy denies these facts,
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ho is guilty of perpetrating—if not a fraud—• schema to deceive

the people very liko one.

His great boost is that his home is so pure and his family so

clean 1 And lie is adored and lauded by his followers, bccaiiso

of these things. I would not detract one single iota from the

beauty and glory of his home. I extend most cordial congratula

tions, and sincerely hope no one of his pure ones may ever fall

under tlio baneful influence of impure thoughts, esj>eoially, as

awakened by tho foul tilings ho ami his followers defend. No

man in this country has suffered more trials than I have to keep

tho homes of the land pure. It is absurd for him or any one

ehe to boast of tho purity and safety of his own home and say,

"Oh, yes, I beliovo in this," and then, turn the hell-hounds of

olttconc literature loose upon tho thousands of other homes than

his own, or break down the barriers that tho Congress of tho

United States of America, has raised between tho innocent thou

sands in these homes and this hydra-headed monster. With twen

ty-four bma of contraband and corrupting matter, seized in less

than seven years, as evidence of its existence over the land, it is

too late in tho day, for any decent man to defend this hellish trado

in human souls, or publicly sympathize with those who spread

the contagion.

In presenting tho following evidences of what I have outlined

above, I shall tell tho simple story, and produce tho proofs in my

posM-snion, without regard to tho order of my questions.

ixnmxrnr is pboperlt wedded.

The infidel expects to extract from this world tho full enjoy

ment of every lust of his nature ; ho seeks and expects nothing in

tho future ; ho dies as dies tho boast—ho stops breathing—and

that is tho end of him. Wo find him, then, in his natural clement,

when he defends tho unbridled sway of his desires and opposes

all legal restraint. He has no rcsjiect for tho views of others, but

utters tho most shocking tilings to outrage tho finer, holier, and

most sacred feelings of tho Christian community. There are no

rights that tho very largo and highly rcspcctahlo majority of
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Christian people possess, in their reverence for God and their

worship of holy things, that the very small minority of Lea

guers feel bound to respect. It is not a strange thing, then, that

of all the different religious or irreligious bodies, as a class,

the only ones that shield and defend the smut dealers, and

oppose the lutes for their suppression and punishment, are tfie

National Liberal League, its auxiliaries, and t/te Free-lovers.

The latter, of course, are in their proper place ; we would look

for them nowhere else. For instance, on one occasion I went to

arrest a Massachusetts obscenity dealer, and I found him presiding

over a convention of Free-lovers, and arrested him there.

The National Liberal League held a convention July 1 to 4,

1876, in Philadelphia, and there proclaimed the bans between

Infidelity and Obscenity, in the following resolutions :

Resolved, That this League, while it recognizes the great importance and

the absolute necessity of guarding by proper legislation against obscene and

indecent publications, whatever sect, party, order, or class such publications

claim to favor, disapproves and protests against all laws which by reason of

indeflnitcness or ambiguity, shall permit the prosecution and punishment of

honest and conscientious men for presenting to the public what they deem

essential to the public welfare, when the views thus presented do not violate

in thought or language the acknowledged rules of decency ; and that wo de

mand that all laws against obscenity and indecency shall be so clear and ex

plicit that none but actual offenders against the recognized principles of

purjty shall be liable to suffer therefrom.

Resolved, That we cannot but regard the appointment and authorization

by the government of a single individual to inspect our mails with power to

exclude therefrom whatever he deems objectionable, as a delegation of au

thority dangerous to puhlio and personal liberty, and utterly inconsistent

with the genius of free Institutions.

These resolutions were the deliberate action of the more

prudent men—the first beginning of what afterwards culminated

at Syracuse.

t3F** Be it understood, and especially noted, that up to this

time, there had been no arrest or conviction of any person,

under the law protested against, excepting such as were guilty

of flagrant crimes against decency and morality, and where

their crimes were clearly within the purview of these laws.
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Neither was there any just ground for the assault thus

mad'- vjxm these lairs.

Nor anything, in ail that had heen done, to tcarrant tlie in

sinuations of this second resolution.

Again, as has been already shown by the- htws themselves,

and further by facts concerning them in the preceding chapter,

t/iere is no such d* legation of power as ttiat complained of.

Therefore it must follow, and I charge, that they defended

ol>«<;nity for the lore of it.

In 1878, the following invitation to tho wedding wan issued.

We give only such portions as bear upon this question, and as

showing how this matter was first introduced to this body.

CALL.

Boston, Sept. 13, 1"7H.

The second Animal Congress of the National Liberal Leagne, organized at

tho Centennial Congress of Liberals, Philadelphia, July 1-4, KG, will be held

at Syracuse, N. Y., on Saturday and Sunday, October 26 and V.T, 1ST*.

In addition to the hearing of reports, election of officer* for the ensuing

year, and other ordinary business, question* of the utmost practical import

ance to the liberal cause will come np for decision at this Congress. Among

them the following may be specified :

4. How can the rights of free mails and a frw press bo most effectively de

fended, and how can the wrong* of persons unjustly punished uudrr tho so-

called C'nmstock laws lie raoat effect n cly righted f \

&. Sliall the National I.ilieral I-eague abandon the stand it originally took

on the "olwccue literature" question at I'tnlotlelpliia, July 4, l*'ti. or shall it

continue to defend equally the cause of public morality and tin i anse of free

m:iils atid a free press f Shall it now demand the total iry,..i/ of the e\i*liiig

laws on tins *ul>J«ot, and thereby practically protect and footer tlie cireula-

lloo of obscene literature f Or slioulil it continue to demand the radical re

form of those laws, in such manner as shall protect freedom of thought to the

atlermost without protecting ob>i euity in the least f

The last two of these qiicofions are peculiarly important at this time, and

will ine\ itably come up for settlement by the Congress. ••••••

In orli-r, therefore, that these vital questions may be fairly and wisely de

cided, it is recommended that all I<ocal 1-cnguo* elect tbeir delegates with

special reference to it. The Congress « ill not lie an irroaponsiMo mass meet

ing, but a convention composed of delegates and members duly accredited,

and aeata for them w ill be reserved.

Libera!! are urged everywhere to organize themselves into Local AMiliary
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Liberal Leagues and elect good delegates, in older to send to this Congress a

large local constituency and an influential delegation, and thereby to increase

the weight of its decisions with the general public. •••••••

By order of the Directors,

Francis E. Abbott,

William H. Hamlen, 1'retident.

Secretary.

This was the cautious call of their wiser and more judicious

leaders.

That there was a secret plotting to capture this convention

their president knew, and he sought by every means at his com

mand to prevent it. In the same paper in which this call was

printed, we find hiin quoting from a private letter as follows :

And the danger is, that, from New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, in all

of which cities, as I think, the Free-love doctrine has obtained among Liberals

a considerable foothold, the convention may be overborne and s'vauiped.

Then there is more or less of an infusion of this virus all through the country.

The editor then calls especial attention to the " Call " and its

principles, and also to a platform of principles in " A. Card," in

which the then directors offered themselves for re-election.

A CARD.

We, the undersigned, Directors of the National Liberal League, offer our

selves as Candidates for re-election at the Second Annual Congress of tho

League, on the following platform of principles :

1. The right of absolute individual freedom of thought, of speech, and of

the press, on all political, religious, social, or other questions, and the right of

being wholly uninterfered with by the courts, no matter what opinions as

such may bo advocated or promulgated.

2. The right and duty of Congress and State Legislatures to pass, and the

right and duty of tho National and State Courts to enforce, laws to suppress

the circulation of obscene literature, including the exclusion of such litera

ture from the United States mails ; provided, that the offence known as

"Obsceuity" shall be so strictly defined in the Statutes as to render impos

sible the prosecution or punishment of any one for the expression of his

honest opinion on any subject.

3. The flagrant wrong of intrusting the execution of the laws for the sup

pression of obscene literature to any official or officials who shall not scrupu

lously confine their action within the limits here clearly defined.

4. And we decline to bo candidates for re-election if the principles of tho
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above platform shall fail to bo approved by tbe National Liberal League at

thia Congrcaa.

Francis E. Abbott, PrfUmU

>VllXIAM 11. HaMLKN. SrrrtUuy.

J. A. J. Wiuxix, Trtaturrr.

D. G. Ckajcimj.x, Vkairmmm F\n. Cm.

Tljcro had been a rumbling of a discordant strain among the

more respectable portion of the then members of this League.

[I desire just hero to emphasize again what I say of " Liberals"

and "Liberal Leagues." It applies only to the National Literal

League of today, after it was purged of its most decent and

orderly element at Syracuse, and in contradistinction to the then

"The National Liberal League of America," that seceded, or

wliat is now known as "The N?w National Literal League," as

represented by tlio anti-repeal Liberals. I desire 1 3 do no itcrsoii

an injustice, and therefore Iain very particular to define my posi

tion. That there are clean men, and honest in their views, among

the latter, I cannot doubt, and I accord to every man the broadest

scope of difference of opinion. All I ask is the same lil>erty of

speech and representation for the truth, that is claimed, demanded,

and exercised for the scoffer's lie or the blasphemer's reviling.]

Tlio war of conquest, commenced shortly after the adjournment

of the League at Philadelphia, headed by the man who claimed

to be a leader, who certainly was considered a leading spirit, and

who published a paper in New York claiming tho largest circula

tion as a " Liberal" paper, by the first

CON8I1BACY TO KEPKAL TUB LAWS.

The story of this " Liberal " movement is told elsewhere, and

we sliall only refer to that record in the trial of this case; but it

is to /*• etmatdt'rrd in tviditict in thia nmnsrtion.

That the resolutions adopted at Philadelphia, July 4, 1 **T*X, were

covert and designed to deceive the public, and throw dust in the

eyes of tlio people, and, while pretending to be opj>os*d to ob-

tcenity, meant rather, tliat it was a cover under which they might

resort to most unscrupulous measures to rejteal these laws in the

interests of it, tho story of the conspiracy clearly prove*.

89
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October 26 and 27, 1878, was the date of the ceremony at Syra

cuse. When the Convention came together, there were found 6ome

leading, honorable spirits there, who had not a proper wedding ap

parel—i.e., they were neither base nor nasty enough; therefore they

must become as the majority or else leave. They chose the latter.

As they, nor their Leagues, are referred to in these chapters as

defending obscenity, we bid them a filial farewell, with a hope

that, ere death o'crtakes them, they may see how mucli wiser it

would be, to be sure of being on the safe side far eternity, by

that sincere repentance and faith, necessary for their soul's salva

tion. Take the Bible and read it carefully on bended knee, by

the help of earnest prayer to God, for Jesus' 6ake, to give you the

grace necessary to make the blind to see and the deaf to hear, and

then tell me, doubting ones, whether or no, one who differs from

you in religious matters, is far wrong, in thus expressing what he

believes to be for your highest interest and happiness.

Repeal was the war cry. No compromise. The black flag

of obscenity was hung out. One Free-love paper published

at the head of its editorial columns, as

Our Present Platform,

Immediate, unconditional, and permanent repeal of all laics against obscenity,

whether Municipal, State or National.

August 1, 1878, at a meeting of Liberals at Faneuil Hall,

Boston, a lawyer, named T. B. Wakeman, arraigned the Supreme

Court of the United States, because they had declared that Con

gress has the right to say what shall and what shall not be carried

in the mails, thus affirming the constitutionality of the law. This

decision was a severe blow to the "Liberals," and this man

thought to bolster them up by his silly talk.

He argued, [so says The Index, September 26, 1878,] that the Constitution

simply confers on Congress the power to establish "post-offices and post-

roads" together with the incidental powers " necessary and proper " to exe

cute this purpose ; that rightly construed, this grant only empowers Congress

to make such regulations as are necessary for the mere safety, efficiency, and

convenience of the postal system, but no such regulations as establish dis

tinctions between mailable aul noa-mail&ble matter on any other grounds;
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that to prohibit the mailing of obscene publication* an inch, or to exclude

anythiug clue from the mniU "fur non-postal pnrposiw and reasons" is it

" sheer usurpation on the part of Congress." • • • • • ()u these grounds

Mr. Wakcman demand* Ike total repeal of the Comatock laws." • • • • •

IIo voiced the feeling of this Convention, and they endorsed

hi« view*.

Mr. Wakeman, addressed a letter to the editor of the paper

which published the alwve, in which he says : " I ask you to insert

the enclosed letter from a historian and liberal, whom I believe

wo all love and honor, James Parton."

Lallan.

Newbcrvtobt, Mas*-, Sept 29, lflTrt.

JVy dear Frirnd,—I think those Comatock laws, as they am properly railed,

ought to be totally re|>calcd, • • •

Yes, I go for immediate and unconditional repeal. And this has been my

feeling ever since reading your masterly speech delivered in Kanueil Hall lust

summer.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) Jamt.s Parton.

In The Index, Nov. 20, 1879, appears tho following, from tho

President of the National Liberal League (Pre*, of Repealer*),

objecting to his name longer standing upon the list of non-

repealers.

Boston, Nov. 13, I -CO.

Ma P. E. Abbott,

I'm. Xal. Lib. Ixaaue of Amu:

Ihar Sir—I notice, that my name still appears In 7a# Index as one of the

Vice-Presidents of the "National Liberal League of America," though it is

pretty well known that I am in favor of the toUi\ repeat of Ike mmconititrntiumnl

fottal {or " Corastock ") far, and consider the secession at Syracuse uncalled

for and foolish. • • • • picoxo hs\ e my name erased from your list

of Vice-Presidents, aa soon as conviuient, anil oblige.

Yours truly,

P.uzt-R Wbkiiit.

Say* Mr. Wakctnan, in a letter to the Third Liberal League of

New York, dated Aug. S, 1 s7s :

We are told that if you dare to oppose these laws yon will " fall into the

trap" of allying yonrseltes ami all liberalism with "obscenity." Hut su|»

i you do not o|>|iose ibem t Do yon not then ally Liberalism with bigotry
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and fatal betrayal of Liberty f Is not the latter " trap " the worst of the

twoT

And bo Mr. Wakeman pronounces for obscenity under cover of

this thin and specious argument of " liberty."

What will this obscenity defender do about the State laws,

and, going back of them, with the Common Law, which prohibits

obscene publications ? Is not he lawyer enough to know that the

Common Law decisions are all against obscenity, and that the

"Test of obscenity" was established long before either of the

■present statutes became law, by the highest court in, England;

and further, that that decision has been universally adopted and

sustained in America, in every one of the 400 and more cases

arrested under our laws. Our books are full of Common Law

decisions on this point, and this man ignores them and assumes a

false position, or else he is ignorant. I never saw him defend

but one case in court in my bfe, and that was of a vender of

obscenity, and his client was convicted.

In speaking of the efforts of the " repealers " prior to the Syra

cuse convention, President Abbot, of the Non-repeal League, says,

Nov. 20, 1879 :

For some time they (the repeal element) had looked with longing eyes at

the National Liberal League, whose growing size and importance began to

make it a prize in their estimation.

The cunning demand for " repeal " of the postal law, originally inspired by

Wakeman, and industriously echoed by Bennett and his free-love associates,

was exactly what they needed to carry their point. By a year of Buck un

scrupulous falsification as ire never saw equalled, anil such as can bo appreciated

only by those who have waded through it, tbe vicious and sensual type of

liberalism contrived most absurdly to identify itself iu myriad credulous

minds with the love of liberty ; the higher type of liberalism remained apa

thetic and indifferent to clear and repeated warnings ; and the consequence

was that the National Liberal League, with all its splendid possibilities of

service to the liberal cause, was suffered to fall into the hands of the free-love

ring by the mere abstention of those who ought to have been present. From

that day it sank lower, until now it threatens to render its name of "liberal" a

hissing and a by-word for years.

The conclusion at the close is about right ; no sane man will

dispute the truth of this assertion.
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This action of the " Liberals," developed the readiness of those

tending to liberalize all things, to fall into their wake. They

found defenders and apologists, among those to whom wo looked

for bettor things, those claiming great respectability. We give

a single illustration, where an editor prostituted his position to

attack our efforts to protect the young, and at the same time

afforded comfort and encouragement to the side of free lust.

Mr. Oliver Johnson concludes one of several articles opposing

us, in the I Icywood case (lie belongs to the class that, without a

knowledge of facts, plunge ahead to criticise and raise obstacles

to a ju-t and holy cause, instead of first getting the story in full

and then deducting their conclusions), by saying in his paper

Orange Journal (X. J.), Aug. 24, 1878:

The tsre* of error moat be loft to grow in the same field with the wheat of

Until, '• until the harvest"—that U until they brar tbrir natural fruits, and

their true character reveala itself in actual deeds,—when they may be rooted

up, in t lie persona of those who illustrate them, and cast into the fiery furnace

of the law 1

If thc<o words mean anything, s]>okcn in the connection and

defence of a smut convict, then tliey mean in this com.*, " let these

men sow their vileness among tho young, and give them unre

strained lilnTty to do it under the law (repeal tlto laws'i ; but if,

after they have scattered their moral poison among the young,

you shall find any of them, who, through weakness or jx.ru liar

temptation, yield to their base, corrupting, and degrading influ

ence*, then punish all such, (live every man a right to corrupt

and dclwueh tho minds of tlie young, hut if the young are de

bauched and led to practice these vices, then punish tho young."

In the same article he says :

Having read Mr. Hey wood's pamphlet, we are prepared to say that, white

Its doctrine of" free-line" in tin»|N-akable revolting, and while there are In it

pbrsM-s of an tinlclir.ite and vulgar character, it dors not, in oar humble

judgment, properly come within the true definition of obscenity.

If tho reader will consult "Webster" or "Worcester," ho

will find the true meaning of obscenity to fall within the measure
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of Mr. Johnson's expressions of " unspeakable revolting," " indel

icate," and "vulgar."

Two courts, at least, had declared the book he defended legally

obscene, and that, too, after an appeal to the highest U. S. court

in New England—the U. S. Circuit Court, sitting at Boston, with

a full bench, Hon. Justice Clifford, the senior member of the

U. S. Supreme Court, presiding.

If he (Johnson) defends his position and arrays himself as an

advocate of this kind of nastiness, simply behind his " humble

judgment," I can say to him that, in my humble judgment, he

has a very weak defence, and poor excuse for taking a position so

decidedly against, the protecting of the morals of the young, from

these degrading influences.

The groaning, howling, and frantic raving of that convention

at Syracuse, over this question, if the " Liberal " papers are to

be believed, was most remarkable. The intense excitement that

existed is vividly described by some of them.

Let it be remembered that this pitting of the Leagues in favor

of obscenity, this hugging of the vile creature to their hearts, the

rolling of this putrid mass under their tongues like a sweet morsel,

was after the defeat of their cnnsjnracy to repeal the laws. They

had had time to gain the facts. The leader of the seceders had

faithfully and bravely told them of some of the lies put forward

by the conspirators to deceive and capture the Liberals of the

land. But they would have none of it. They cared not. Lie or

no lie, they wanted repeal, and repeal they would have.

We give a synopsis of a report, of what occurred at Syracuse,

as taken from the principal " Liberal " papers.

As this question is one of historic and intrinsic value, in order

that it may be clearly established, we give, in the following chap

ter, a very full report, written by the presiding officer of the

League, and published in The Index, Nov. 7, 1878.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

TIIE SYRACUSE CONGRESS.

The Second Annual Congress of the National Liberal League convened at

Syracuse, N. Y., Saturday, Oct, !&>, IriT!?, at 10 o'clock, a. M. According to the

report of the Committee on Membership, it wa* composed of twelve charter-

mcmliera, one life-member, two annual member*, and one hundred ami

twentv-thrce delegate* representing thirty-two Local Auxiliary Liberal

League*, making one hundred and thirty-eight uieinbcra in all.

SATURDAY MORNING 8KMIOX.

The President mado brief introductory remarks, welcoming the delegate*,

ami expressing a hope that harmony aud courtmy would prevail throughoat

their deliberation*. He stated that t!i« Director* had endeavored, in all their

arrangement*, to secure perfiM-t fainiesa ami justice to all ; ami with thi« ob

ject in view he submitted to the consideration and free action of the Congee—,

on behalf of the Itoard, the following resolution*:

1. Urmtlrnl, That the proceeding of tbia Congress shall be governed by the

gi tieral rule* of parliamentary law.

'.'. /!<•>'! rt<t, Tim I (he Committee on Membership are hereby instructed to

re|x»rt a complete list of the nicnil'cra of this Congress, c l.msiticd respectively

a* delegates, rhartci-mcmlM<ra, lifc-mcmi>cr*, and annual mcmlicrs; ami to

add to the inline of each delegate the inline of the Local league which be

or •■he rcpiescntM.

:i. /,V«<i/r<"t, That, in onler to secure the prompt and orderlv transaction of

tlie iiii|Mirt.mt business of this Congress, nil resolutions, alter being read, ahall

be referred to Hie Committee on Resolution* without ilelinte.

4. Kr-thni, That the g ral order of huaiueita for the several »e»aion* of

till* Congress shall be a* follows ;

Saturday, Ocr. -i\. limi\E*A Sikmon, at 10 a. m.

1. Reading of Record* of last Cougresa by the Secretary ilf rc«|iiired).

'J. Appoiiiliiit-ut of Committee on Mcinlicrship.

:t. Addros hv T. 11. Wakemaii. Kix|..of New York; being his speech on Con

■tilutioiiality of the Comstock laws, delivered at raucuil Hall, Huston, Aug. I,

i-;-.

4. Address hv Hon. E. V. Hurlbnt, of Albany, on "The Liberty of Prliiting."

6. l(r|Miit ot I lie Committee on Membership.

•'•. A|i|N>iutuieu; of Couituittee* ou Resolutions, on Nomination*, and on

Kill .llli e.

7. Ke|Mirt of the Director*.

H. Keport of the Treasurer.

'J. Temporary Adjournment.

Bl'HIXKM SESSION, 3 P.M.

1. Report of Committee on Kesnlntiona.

8. Ivl.sle and Vote on tbo Resolution* concerning Freedom of the Praaa

and obscene l.iiemiure.

X Temporary Adjournment.
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Public Session, 8 p. m.

1. Addresses by Invited Speakers.

2. Temporary Adjournment.

Sunday, Oct. 27. Business Session, 10 a. m.

1. Debate and Vote on the remainder of tbe Report of tho Committee on

Resolutions.

2. Temporary Adjournment.

Business Session, 3 p. m.

1. Report of tbe Committee on Nominations, and Election of Officers for

the ensuing year.

2. Report of the Finance Committee.

3. Miscellaneous Business.

4. Free Conference; short speeches, etc.

5. Temporary Adjournment.

Public Session, 8 p. m.

1. Addresses by Invited Speakers.

2. Final Adjournment.

The spirit of the " repeal " party immediately revealed itself in the objec

tions made to the above order of business. Nobody could find any fanlt with

the order itself, or even attempted to do so ; it was on its very face too fair,

systematic, and in every way proper, for any reasonable objection. But it

was declared to be an " undemocratic " attempt to tyrannize over the Con

gress, to prevent it from managing its own affairs, etc., regardless of the fact

that it was simply submitted for approval, and could be amended or changed

in any manner the Congress saw fit. A fair, orderly, and expeditious course

of proceedings was evidently not desired. Alter long and profitless wrangling,

the first three of the resolutions were adopted ; on motion of Mr. H. L. Green,

tbe fourth was amended as follows, and then adopted :

Resolved, That a committee on order of business be appointed by the Con

gress, and that such committee nouiiuate the members of tbe standing com

mittees and officers of the League, subject to the approval of the Congress.

On motion of Mr. T. B. Wakeman, it was then

Resolved, That this committee consist of one member to be appointed by

each Local League represented, and one by the life and one by the charter-

members, with power to appoint sub-committees.

Tho entire remainder of the morning session was wasted in tbe election of

this committee, which had only to do over again in a bungling and loose

manner what had already been well done by the Directors beforehand, with a

self-evident purpose to save time and trouble for the Congress and facilitate

its business. Great confusion of course followed the destruction of this well-

laid plan ; and tho sincere efforts of tbe President to reduce it to a minimum,

and to help the Congress out of the snarl in which the mere perversity of the

majority had entangled it, were necessarily to a considerable extent neutral
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laed by tbe want of support. The Directors had proposed an Order of Bnsi-

Drw ; the majority preferred u Disorder of liiutint «« ; and tbe latter bad tbelr

way.

Daring tbe Interval between tbe morning and afternoon sessions, tbe gene

ral committee elected tbe following aub-oommitteea :

Oa l:<molutUmt, Mimini. K. I*. Hurlbut, C. D. 11. Mill*, B. F. I'udrrwood,

T. II. WaUeuian, J. E. Oliver, T. C. Lelaud, t\ Rivera—four for " reform," and

tbr»e for " repeal."

Un Xomimtilion; Messrs. J. H. W. Toohey, J. McArtbnr, G. E. Gordon, D. II.

Clark, T. I.. Hrown—three for " reform," and two for " repeal"

(tn ilrmbmkip, Messrs. I), 0. Crumlon, J. H. W. Toobey, H. L. Green, Mrs.

Amy Pout, Mrs. L. N. Colman—one for " reform," three for " repeal," and oue

dou lit fill.

Some diau^ra appear to have been subsequently mode. Tbeae sub-conv

' mittccs, bow ever, Hero not even rejKirted to the Congress for "approval," us

required by tlie vote—much less elected. Nothing could be conceived more

"undemocratic" than the uiode in which tlicae eommitteea were appointed;

bat, nevertheless, a majority iu each of tbe two leading eommitteea waa

opposed to " repeal."

■ATt'linAY AFTMUIOON BK.HSIOX.

Pending the report of the Committee on Resolutions, the general committee

reported through Mr. Kivers, tbe chairman, aa the order of busincsa for tbe

afternoon, the addresses by Mr. Wakcmun and Judge Hurlbut, with a sub

sequent discussion of nftccn-minute sticeciics on the main question. This

re)Mirt was adopted, with an amendment limiting the speeches to ten min

ute*. If the ordinal order of business submitted by the Directors bad been

adopted, these addresses would have been made in tbe forenoon, thus giving

opportunity for a full and fair debate in the afternoon. As it was, many

hours hod been squandered in getting tbe convention started, and nothing

remained but to repair tbe blunder as well aa might be, by crowding into tbe

afternoon the forenoon's work.

Mr. Walcuiaii then read his Faneull Hall Speech on "The Comstork Law

considered as to its Constitutionality." It was an ingenious, plausiWe, but

narrow and sophistical plea for " repeal,™ Ignoring diitim-tion* win. h exist,

and inventing others which do not, and raising a cloud of empty technical it ies

wlnrh a small circle of personal followers mistake for solid and imlmtautial

argu niruts.

Judge llurlbnt next delivered his address on "The Liberty of I*nnting,"

which we shall next week he |iermilted to lay before our readers in full. Ills

venerable and diguiAcd appearance, his Impressive and deliberate m.imi.r, his

wit, brilliance, and epigrammatic pungency, lending to hi* n-«i»lle«s lo^ie a

popnlar effectiveness which we never saw surpassed by any other pub'.ie »|n-sh-

er, carried tbe audience by storm, and fairly convulsed them with alternate

laughter and applau«c. The address, thongh not at all controversial, left not

an Inch of stauilltig-roota L»r Mr. Wakeman'a specious argument ; It was do.
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monstration, impregnable and complete, and convinced every close reasoncr

in the hall that the cry of "unconstitutionality" is mere whistling against

the wind. If " repeal " had not been a foregone conclusion with the majority,

renting on grouuds with which reason has nothing to do, the debate would

have ended then and there with a unanimous vote against it. More thau

thirty years ago, Judge Hurlbut published in Edinburgh and Londou his

Essays on Hitman Bights and their Political Guaranties, with a preface and notes

by the famous George Combe—a work which gave its author the highest re

putation as a philosophical jurist and a champion of human liberty in its

noblest sense ; while his little treatise of 1870 on Bcligion and the State is one

of the noblest and most powerful contributions to the literature of political

secularism ever made. When such a mind as this ponders, digests, and de

liberately rejects the legal theory to which "repeal" is now clinging with

desperate determination—when it delivers its calm, judicial decision iu favor

of the constitutionality of the so-called Comstock law—those who know the

ultimate invincibility of reason will know what fate awaits the pert un-

scrupulousuess of " repeal."

Judge Hurlbut closed his magnificently victorious paper with a draft of

such a statute as the United States may constitutionally enforce for the exclu

sion of obscene literaturo from the mails, without infringing in the slightest

degree upon the freedom of the press :

A Law to prevent the forwarding and distribution of obscene littraturo ly' the

mails."

8ect. I. Be it enacted, etc., That there shall not be forwarded by the mails,

nor distributed by any deputy postmaster, any obscene print, picture, draw

ing, or printed composition, manifestly designed, or mainly tending, to corrupt

the morals of youth.

Sect. II. If any person shall deliver at any post office, with intent to have

forwarded, or distributed, any obscene print, picture, drawing, or printed

composition, mentioned iu the preceding section, he shall be fined, for the

first offence, not exceeding dollars, and for the second or any subsequent

offence shall be imprisoned not exceeding months.

Provided, however, that no printed book, argument, essay, treatise, or dis

quisition, put forth in sincerity and good faith, aud in which no obscene

words, phrases, or pictures shall be employed, although its doctrines or sen

timents, if carried into practice, would have a bad influence on society or gov

ernment, shall be deemed obscene within the meaning of the law.

In connection with this draft of a statute submitted by Judge Hurlbut to

the Congress itself, we add here the draft of some resolutions on the same sub

ject which we personally wrote and submitted to the Committee on Resolu

tions, in order that the public may understand how earnestly and practically

the "reform" party at thiB Congress strove to protect liberty lo the utter

most, yet without denying the nation's indubitable right to refuse to be made

an involuntary accomplice in the crime of circulating obscene literature :

* The amazing absurdity of these proposed laws needs no comment. Post

masters, carriers, and other postal clerks may deliver these things, but

deputy postmasters are prohibited. What absurdity I In the light of facts,

what criiniuality !
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On Freedom of the Print and (Ibtcrne LilcraUrt.

1. /.Ynofmrf, That the freedom of the press which in guaranteed l>y the 1'nited

Stales Constitution includes freedom to publish, unil ficcdotn tu circulate

by nil customary channels, ull theoretical opinions on all literary, scicntitic.

political, social, moral, religious, or other mil>jt-< i» ; Hint no indium u* of a

merely incidental or occasional character, however reprehensible ami dis

serving of public censure on moral or lit-rury grounds, cause a fori", iture of

tin* fus-dom, or constitute a Just reason for legal prosecution or piiui»huiciit :

ami that any narrower rules of judgment on this subject uiiist compel li-^u I

r lctmiatmu of many of the most precious work* of human genius, including

the llih'c.

vi. Kr ittrrd. That by " olisccno literature," we understand such writing* or

ptlblh at ions an <ln not appeal to or seek to elevate either the intellectual,

moral, or a-thctie condition of their readers, but show ou tin-it tare that they

were coiii|mim-i1 with iiumistukuhly base motives, in ouler to poison the

imagination, iiitlaine and pervert the passions, ami incite to vicious practices;

that it is justly inado • crime, at common law to circulate such literal.ire in

any manner; and that it is an outrage ou cotuuiou decency to claim for such

literal u re the fic^dom of the press.

3. Ik'-ilcd, That, while, we mobilize the supreme importance of extin

guishing us fur as possible the ilrmimd for obscene literature by educational

ami inoial means, wp also recognize the practical uecessity of legislation

suicn-t the crime of circulating it; and we maintain the right ami duty of '

holh Congress and State la-gi-datiircs. each in Its appropriate province, to

cua< t law* tor the puni-diincnt of this crime.

4. Hrtolrtd, Thin, owing to tho absence of definition in the United State*

statute* ou this suhject, and the abuse of |xi«er by the otlircrs ap)>oiut< d to

execute it, great wrong has Ik-cii done to individuals, and dangerous viola.

lions of the freedom of the press buve been consummated ; and wo seriously

and earnestly protest against these wrongs and violations.

.'». /Y#«<iiit«i, That, in order to prevent these c\ila for the future, the follow

ing safeguards should be secured: (1) the amendment of the lulled Mate*

laws concerning obscene literature, in accordance with the principles enun

ciated in the foregoing resolutions; ('Ji the right of sii|muI ami writs of error

from the rintnt courts to the Supremo t'oitrt of the I'mted States in all

rrin.in il en- s under these laws ; and i.l| a new I«-l; i«l.»t i \ e pro\ isiou tei|inriug

that the entire piihlication alhgisl to be ohsccne, fur circulating which

through the mails any |H-r«m shall he hereafter prosecuted in the lulled

Males courts, shall bo Ml forth iu the ll'ilii llncnt.

6. ftm/rxf, Thut a commission should lie appointed, co:n|>Ohcd of able and

Influential < iiizcns of the highest character, who shall Ih< chatgrd with the

duty of devising, adopting, slid carrving into e\ci utinn such incisure*, as n

tbeir Judgment, shall I si best calculated to obtain from I'ongress the alsive-

meiitiooed saleguanls; and the Director* of this 1^-uguc are In rein cui|Mincr<-d

and instructed to select and app'uut the members of said commission, and to

cooperate with them iu all po.-ohle will).

7. /.Vsufifif. That, in order to enable the Directors to discharge the duty Im

posed U|miii l.i< in by the ptcccding resolution, we hcichy appeal to all ■ ni/.-us

who love equity atiil prize the freedom of tlie pri'ss to contribute llltcral ilona-

tions towsnls a fuml of five thousand dol'ars. said fund to be paoi to the

Treasurer of this league, and appropriated by the Directors to the solo pur

pose of defraying the expenses of the said conuutsaiou.

These were the practical measure* for the protection of lllierty which tlie

" reform " party were desirous to carry into execution. Tlie ajvocacy oi'

these principles and measures was the avowed reason, and the only reason,

why the old Hoard of Directors was dismisses! with an evident but impotent

purpose to make the dismissal disgrscctil. The inference was forced upou
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the minority at Syracuse, and is now forced upon the public, tlmt tho

"repeal" party are seeking something more than the effectual protection of

liberty ; and the questiou is most pertinent— What ia that more t Let thought

ful minds answer that question for themselves.

SATURDAY EVENING SESSION.

During the afternoon, it had leaked out that the majority of the Committer

on Resolutions were in favor of " reform," not " repeal." This was a most

vexatious circumstance to the majority. In order to overcome this almost in

superable obstacle to the success of the " repeal " programme, Mr. Courtlandt

Palmer very unexpectedly moved the adoption 01 two resolutions, as follows:

Rcnolred, That the Committee on Resolutions be instructed to report a reso

lution in favor of the repeal of the Comstock postal laws.

Ilesohed, That they be also instructed to report a resolution in favor of the

practical enforcement of constitutional and State laws against obscenity.

After a necessary suspension of the order of business by vote, these resolu

tions wcro declared in order.

Mr. R. P. Hallowell, of Boston, moved to amend them by substituting the

following :

Resolved, That total separation of Church and State is the sole pnrpo.se of

National Liberal League.

Resolved, That the platform adopted at oar last annual convention, whereby

this League merged into an equal civil, political, and religious rights associa

tion, is hereby repealed.

Dr. John Winslow, of Ithaca, moved to amend Sir. Hallowell's amendment,

by substituting the following :

Resolved, That, however its members may differ as to questions of constitu

tionality, the National Liberal League fully recognizes the necessity of sup

pressing obscene literature by such legislation as shall be proper and con

stitutional, and shall also protect absolute freedom of discussion upon all

subjects.

Tho evening was consumed in debating these amendments and others, and

in getting out of the parliamentary snarls in which the Congress eutangled

itself. The "reform" side wore accused of " filibustering" by their oppo

nents ; but, if that epithet was deserved, tho " repeal " side earned their

share of it. Neither side intended to filibuster; the amendments offered

were finally disposed of by substituting Dr. Winslow's for Mr. Hallowell's,

and then appending it to Mr. Palmer's as a third resolution. At this point,

when a vote might have been reached, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., of New York,

moved to amend the series of three resolutions then before tho Congress, by

substituting therefor some new ones of his own, as follows :

Resolved, That we believe the United States postal law concerning obsce

nity to have been enacted without due deliberation ; that there are high pre

cedents and good reasons for doubting the constitutionality of such legisla

tion ; that it is certain that unjust prosecutions have been made under this

law, and, as it stands, it should be repealed.
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Knolrfl, That the present lawa for the suppression of obscenity In the

various Stales art' no construed an to Im> dangerous to the lihertics of the

people and the press by their failure properly to define obscenity, uud muit

be so modified aa to render tbcm sufficient for the total suppression of obsce-

nitjr without endangering the liberty of the preaa.

Motions to adjoarn (it waa nearly eleven o'clock) hail been several time*

mado and lout, lliit Dr. Footc's amendment waa too much for the patience of

the Conirrcas. It waa moved and voted to refer thia new amendment to the

Committee on Resolutions; the President ruled that the amendment necea-

aarily carried with itself the resolutions it waa to amend, and that thus

the entire batch of resolutions waa removed from the Congress to the Com

mittee. Ttils result, though apparently exasperating to those who wanted

to forrc through a vote for " repeal " that evening, waa a mistake of the

" repeal " party itself, and had to be digested. The adjournment waa then

effected.

We frankly confess we regretted that amendment after amendment should

ha\e been mode to Mr. Palmer's resolutions instead of meeting squarely the

issue forced on the Congress, and debating the merits of the question. The

majority waa clearly on the "repeal " side ; they hnngerwl and thirsted for a

decisive vote; but, with all their eagerness and their evident collusions to

carry their point, they were wretched tacticians, and did not know bow-to do

it. It waa a blonder to spring Mr. Palmer's resolutions on the Congress that

evening, contrary to their own order of business; if these resolutions had

passed, no committee would obey such instructions against their own self-

respect. The "repeal" party, moreover, abould have respected their own

order of business, which permitted discussion, but not action, on the main

question that night; and they only betrayed a reckless disregard of fair

play, in attempting to overrule in advance the report of their own committee

on resolutions. Notwithstanding all this, we regretted the failure to meet

the issue on its merit*.

SUNDAY MORXIMO SKMIO*.

The Syracuse Standard of Monday morning said:

The Hundav morning session was in some respects a nniet one and in others

rather troublesome to the New York party. During the recess the majority,

who had sought to force the Congress to express au opinion ill lavor of the

rc|wnl of the law, had become frightened. Rivera, of Huston, now resting

under Indictment tor the sale of oImk-ciic literature, urged a square expression

of the Congress in favor of his views. He wanted the I'mtcd Male* author

ities rebuked for what they hail done. Wukeman, of New York, a supporter

of Rivers, was more |>olitic, and hesitated al>out giving the Ahbot part) such

open cause for disruption. He, and others who stood with him. feared the

odium which would fall upon them if the Abbot party should scredc, on the

ground that they could not live witb those who sustaine.l and fostered the sale

of obscene literature and sought to irqical the laws making the sale a crime.

Waltcmaii Itclicvcd the majority had better make concession rather than lie

romtirltcd to stand alone before the public ; and hence the Committee on

Resolutions fixed np a compromise that the Coinstock postal Uw qneatiou

aboald not be touched by cither party.

At the opening of the naming session, J. 11. Adouuou, of l'assalo City,
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N. J., alleged that he 'would show up the New York party in its true light:

he had facts to back him.

Cries from the New York faction—" Give us the facts !"

Adamson—"I'll give 'em to you fast enough!" Mr. Adamson fixed his

papers, and was proceeding to tell how Bennett, of the , by letter hud

offered his League a bribe of ten dollars to vote with the New Yorkers.

That made the New York party frautic, and Bennett called for the letter he

had written; he didn't want his letter produced in a garbled manner.

Adamson went on to read that bis League had refused to bo bribed, when

he was called to order, and the Chair was asked to rule that Adamson must

produce the letter.

Adamson said he had not the letter with him, but he would willingly send

for it and have it published: and then he averred he had some more bottom

facts which he could give, but the New York party cried him down, and the

President finally ruled him out of order unless he produced the letter.

Mr. Courtlandt Palmer, of New York, on behalf of the Committee on Reso

lutions, snbmittcd the following partial report as a measure of conciliation

and honorable compromise :

Resolved, That this Congress does not, at the present session, express any

judgment iu regard to the Comstock postal law question, but that it hereby

recommends that the members of the League and all liberals inform them

selves, as far as possible, as to its constitutionality, with a view to decisive

action at the next Congress.

Resolved, That the freedom of the press, which is guaranteed by the United

States Constitution, includes freedom to publish and freedom to circulate

by the customary channels all opinions on literary, scientific, political, so

cial, moral, religious, or other subjects.

Itesolved, That while we recognize the supreme importance of extinguish

ing, as far as possible, the demand for obscene literature bv educational and

moral means, we also recognize the practical necessity of legislation by the

proper and constitutional authority against the crime of publishing it, and

laws for the punishment of the same.

The first of theso resolutions was urged upon the Congress by Mr. Wake-

man as an act of extraordinary "magnanimity" on the part of the majority.

According to the Standard, he " said he appreciated the position of Mr. Pal

mer, who did not wish to force a conscience not prepared for conviction,

referring to the Abbot party. He regretted, however, to he obliged to go

home while two League members lay under arrest, and the arrest instigated

by church authorities. Ho believed the arrested parties were guilty of no

wrong whatever ; and yet he thought, before generally asking the Congress

to favor the repeal of the Comstock postal laws, they had better take another

year to fully think the matter over. He had yielded this much to save heart

burnings."

Rev. Mr. Gordon emphatically opposed any proposition to leave the Loagne

a whole year under the disgrace of not knowing ^its own mind on this sub

ject. This was not a constitutional question ; it was a moral question, and

could not be too soon decided.

The President asked and received permission to express his opinion on the

resolutions. He stated distinctly that he understood this to be a proposition

to leave the League for another year exactly as it was left at Philadelphia ;

that that position was in favor of " reform," and against " repeal '' ; that he
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himself, with all the reat of the League, hod been perfectly satisfied to hold

that position for two years, and desired simply that It should not be. changed

at all now ; that he rould not oppose these resolutions, since they promised to

leave that |Mi«ition wholly unchanged; that be appreciated the "magnani

mity'' of the majority in not exercising their evident jiowcr to force a vole

for " repeal," and was in favor of the resolutions, not aa a c«inproiiiine —which

it was not—but • complete postponement of the whole question for a year.

Ami thus the " refonn " party fell int<i the trip. The resolutions passed, aa

did also the following, prcseuted by Mr. Underwood on behalf of the Com

mittee ou Resolutions :

Rnnlrrd, That it is inexpedient at this time to nominate candidates for the

President y and Vice-Presidency of the Ciiitcd Slates, and that it must remain

inei|Msliciit to take this step until the local count itueucy of the National

L.ll"'ral league is vastly increased.

H"olml, That the sinister and minons bearing* of the KdmnndV ronstitn-

tional amendment upon the caose of State secularization are dnngerously

misunderstood and disregarded hy nearly the whole people, and es|M'ci:illy hv

lilsr.il*; that notwithstanding the cvcelleuccof the major part of t hi* amend

ment, the proviso that it shall not have the effect to exclude the Jlilile from

the iiuMic m'IumiIs would indirectly hut completely Christianize the now

secular Constitution, hy recognizing the Itilile as having a divine tight to Im

rend in public schools, which is SU|>crior to the rii; ll t of Congress mid of tlio

pc mlc, and would tbna plant the nation unaware* on the Inundation prin

ciple of orthodoxy ; while the further proviso that this amendment shall not

ha\e the ellcet to impair the rights of pn>|>erty already vested i* designed

to secure the perpetual exemption of church property from taxation, with all

the growing e\ ila of that mountainous injustice.

/.''•u/red. That wo earnestly counsel all Local league* to hold frequent

pnlilic meetings for the puriMMve of enlightening the |M-oplc as to the nn*|icak-

ahle ini|iortaiire involved In this still pending attempt to Cliri-lianirc the

Couatilnlioii hy stealth, and as to the paramount nei-easily of d< hating the

pruvuMi now attached to this pro|M>aed ainendment.

BfSnAY AFTERXOON ftKHKIOX.

The report of the Committee on Nominations was the first hnalncaa in order

on Sunday afternoon. It waa divided ; tho majority report of three proposing

the re-election of the old list of officers without change, while the minority

report of two proposed that " the rhief officers of the past year lie drop|icd,

and men known to he for tbe rc;>cal of the Comstock ]«>■.:.il law lie elected In

their stead." A* finally made up and elected, this latter list was as follows:

/Yr»i<J.«f, lion. Klizur Wright.

Her-/Vr»iiJrn/«, as before, hut dropping the names of Hon. I". I*. Ilurlltut,

R. I*. Hallow ill. and It. V. I'ndcrwood, and adding tho names of Mrs. .lames

Parton, Mi«a Jane I\ Tlteoml., Kran. is \V. Titus, Mrs. A. C. Bristol, J. ||. W.

Tmibey, \H. J. K. Monroe, I'rof. J. E. Oliver, Mrs. C. Ncyuiann, Henry

Damon, and Hon. S. Brewer.

Aerrrlary, A. L. Kawson.

AuUtant-Strrrtary, Mrs. A. C. IlriatoL

Traanrrrr, Courtlandt I'almer.

Krrrmtirt Committer, II. L. (ireeu, chairman, and the reat aa before.

ilaaaor CosvsiiUrr, Mrs. L. X. Colwan, Frank Kivcra, J. S. Verily.
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Tho Board of Directors was thus composed exclusively of persons known or

believed to be strongly in favor of " repeal," as opposed to "reform," of the

postal law of 1873. If the new Board had been constituted of persons in favor

of "reform," so that tho attitude of the League might remain unchanged on

this question, there would probably have been no withdrawal ; certainly we

should not have withdrawn. But the mutual agreement of the two parties

to " express no judgment" on the question at this session, and to postpone

for a year "decisive action" upon it, was flagrantly violated by this total

sweep of the chief offices and the election of a new administration unani

mously pledged to "repeal." The minority saw, as the outsido world sees,

that the League can "express its judgment," and take " decisive action," just

as effectively by a change of administration as by a mere formal resolution;

they saw that tho agreement had been broken and that they themselves had

been treacherously deceivod.

The two reports of the committee were received, and the Congress pro

ceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year. We called Vice-President Brown

to tho chair, which we vacated for that purpose. A motion was made by Asa

K. Butts, one of the leading spirits of the " repeal" party, to cut off all de

bate on the subject of candidates ; but it was voted to allow half an hour of

debate, limiting the speeches to five minutes. Tho speeches made showed un

mistakably the animus and purpose of the proposed change ; it was meant to

punish the old Board for their position of " reform," and to make a new-Board

whose position should be for " repeal."

The vote for President was taken by ballot. Hon. Eliznr Wright had 76

votes, and F. E. Abbot 51 ; and Mr. Wright was declared elected. Let us say

here that Mr. Wright is one of our best and most honored personal friends,

who, if he had been present, would have been disgusted at the spirit, tactics,

and proceedings of those who used his name without authority. As to lus

real position on the Comstock postal law, it is not for us to speak ; he was

claimed to be in favor of "repeal," and as such elected. It was not till after

we had taken our Beat in the body of the house that Eev. Q. E. Gordon rose,

and said: "I wish to say, that as the minority are out of sympathy with this

League, I invite them to meet me in the parlors of the Syracuse House, in

order that we may advise together as to what course we shall take to defend

ourselves."

That was the purpose of the withdrawal—to "defeud ourselves" from the

treacherous action of the majority in pledging the League to " repeal " after

they had agreed to "express no judgment" and take no " decisive action"

for another year; and to save the liberal cause from public Bhame. The

withdrawal was neither suggested nor headed by us ; wo simply followed Mr.

Gordon with the rest. If a new Board had been elected which, like the old

one, stood four to one in favor of " reform " and against " repeal," we should

have refused to withdraw and remained with the old League, a contented

and satisfied member.
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THE riKKXIX KWIXO OfT OK TIIK ASH IB.

While the Congresa remained to conclude iU session, the minority aa-

srmUc.l at 4 r. M. in the parloni of the Syracuse H„„«e, Hcv. Sir. Gordon

railed the meeting to order, and suggested the election of a Chairman and

Hocrctnry. lion. E. P. Hurlbiit w.« elided Chairman, and Mr. R. P.

Hallowed Secretary. It was voted to appoint a committee of fixe to draw

up a atatemont of reasons for the withdrawal, and to report one hour hence.

Tins couiii.it too was elected oa follows : Rev. O. K. Oonlon, Mr. C. I). IJ. Milla,

Mr. II. K. I'mlcrnood, lion. E. P. Hurlbut, Mr. R. P. Hallowcll.

At .VIS p.m., the meting waa again called to order, and the committee

made the following report :

rn

llhr,..,. Thef ongressof the National Liberal Ixu%gne, assembled at Syra,

...«e Oct..her •.-. and .T. IK-, to which we were delegates. was radically

divided into two parties, one favoring total repeal, and the other opumed

to .... h reis-al. of certain law. of the lulled .state* relating to tho circulation

of obscene literature; and

IIW„i«. The whole .luestinn was. by the proposition of the majority and

the consent „f th« minority, dropped fiom tho consideration of u.c present

(..ingress; and *

"*"-';". The subsequent nomination and election of the chief executive

officers r..r the ensuing year, including the President, were mado l,v the ma-

lorn, dependent lip..,, tl,.-,r expressed opinio the question wl.i.h had

l»sn thus di«i-»cd of, to the surprise and deep disappointment of the- minor-

H\ , ami

II l..,c,.. The minority cannot but regnnl tliii action of the majority as a

tin a. Ii ot t nth nnd an unjust act toward the miuontv ; therefore

/.WW, | J,at we. the undersigned, pnilosl against the auuniis. aims, and

results ol Mich proceedings, and heroic, withdraw ln.tn the session of the t ou-

gross to take such no i „s we may in the future deem advisahlc

l.r.;lr,.t. Il.at we Im love tli.it tl.o existing I'n.tcd States laws against

nlmcuitv no. d to he retnrme.1 and amended. U-ing now in several parti ul irs

oppressive in the tmslesol administration and in the iicnaltics; ,. t vve are it.

lavor.l proper lav,., by Mat.. „■•.! X mil (Joveniu is, aga i list' the puldi.a-

t..m and.itculationol obscene literature, Wudiug to corrupt tho morals of

The .Syracuse /M,/» WrinJurrf of October '.•» had these plaln-.iM.kcii words to

•ay on the events of the two pro.-cling duvs :

The Concres, of Radical Thinkers, held at Wietii.g Oivrra llou«- Saturday

ami >. .irni.iv, must have furnished mm I, food l„r t u-l,i to th.~o who have

a..v recanl lor the decency of society „„d the puntv ot mankind. Hot on.

qiesti..,, >nw f.., ronsidcrailon, and ti„.t mated cxeln.ix.lv to ol..eo.,o lite

rature It, persistent us well », ,,u,et et|..,l,n nw.jor.tv of" I he l^..,uew.ui

composed of Ins- l-oversauddirlv literature dole, do,,, and f...„, |„,, tniv.1

tli.v wore ...termined upon making a |H„„t In favor of its l,ve r.rcnlato.n.

I heir r. mark, sometime, almost Hinted the atmosphere of the o.sia boils-

and one who s.,,1 that "if they should l*s left alone! thev would .link them.

•roe, to death was not so f.,r out of the wav ash- mi-lit have Im-.-,.

I he decent element was compelled to leave ; it had no other relu.-e than In

he mgaiil.alloi, of. ,„ w ajvs.sna.ion. The league in Mrscnse represented

l.v M.ssrs. i |>. |t.M,|:, .,„, .,,,„,, w Trur^l. I| repudiated the .„„„„,,

nlnned""' '"-wuss-siation. Tho one represeiil.-d by Mrs. t ol.nan le

ft-'!'^ *nnirn 1nr* ""i'l"! «o the commendation of all defemlers of morality

for the .our*, tb.y took. Such a spcuc.o was never pr-^uW iu ^ racuao

irv
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before, as that when men and women roso in their places and openly advo

cated the uprooting of principles of morality. TIjo Journal was severely

criticised by them for calling tilings by their right names. In place of

"socialistic privileges," it said "free love"; instead of "radical publica

tions," it said "obscene literature." The adherents of immorality should

thank the Journal rather than blame it for not speaking yet more plainly, and

sinking not a few members of the disgraceful combination to a level honcath

that of brothels.

It were well if the League had never met here. It. were better if only the

conservative portion of it had come. While the minority did not hold to

Orthodox ideas, its defenceof the principles of morality was able and earnest.

It would make no compromise with debasing influences, and therein showed

an honesty and sincerity of purpose which will lie respected by all decent-

minded people.

That the gentlemen who seceded as above described, were

honest in their convictions no man can doubt. And if any of them

had unwittingly been on the other side, it was doubtless because

of the impositions, deceits, and falsehoods, practiced upon them

by the leaders in this movement. But with the great majority

it was different. They had combined and conspired, after the

convention of 1876, to repeal the laws; had plotted, and in most

unscrupulous manner sought to overthrow these safeguards to

our youth, and had been most ingloriously defeated. A new

dodge was necessary, and was at once resorted to.

The champion of obscenity, Bennett, and his co-conspirators

had not been idle. This would-be-a-martyr, found it paid well

to bo charged with sending obscene matter through the mail. In

order to defend what had been most fully defined in two courts

as obscene, and to positively secure his arrest, this leading " liberal "

had openly and most flagrantly defied the laws. lie commenced

the advertisement of a grossly obscene book.

In September, 1S77, at "VVatkins, he and three others had been

arrested, and indicted by the Grand Jury of Schuyler County,

for selling this same obscene book. But, this did not satisfy.

This arrest had been done by the local authorities under the State

law. The N. Y. Society for the Suppression of "Vice, nor its

agent, had had anything to do with it. It gave him no ne\r

ground for attacking them. He would force an issue. lie must

be a martyr now, as the "liberals" would all make his their hon

ored name, and place him on a lofty pinnacle, and he could make

a larger amount of money. So he evidently planned and



THE SYRACUSE CONORESS. 467

reasoned, lie came to New York, and immediately commenced

to advertise as follow*, in hi* own paper.

Under date of Sept. 7, 1S7-S, lie says :

We will hand them to (be purchaser, or send them by mail, or express oft

desired, Anthony C'omnlock, Fred David (District Attorney), Warren Hnrd,

Oliver P. I lunl (County Jtnlfjo, Schuyler Co.), and all tbe citizens of Watkms

and Schuyler Co. to the contrary notwitbiitanding.

Let those who wish copies of * send In the no of fifteen cents and

they shall be supplied.

Again Sept. 14, lS7s,he said:

tiik Tiuxmr.

While we were in Wutkins some one. facetiously styled Miss Tilton. U. 8.

Hell, ami ourselves "The, Trinity," " Father, Son, ami Holy Ghost," ami sug-

grstrsl that we have photographs of the three on one card. We acted upon

(he suggestion, ami had a quantity made with the trinity. Those who wish

rn]iiisof the some can l>e supplied at 15 rents each. Either of tho trinity

singly on a rani, 10 cents. If a copy of the trinity and * nre ordered, a

pan. phlet of hi \ly pages, containing T. It. Wakcman's great speech at the

}':meuil Hall 1 1 < ■ v m ■ m >< 1 meeting, and his argnments against the C'oiustoek

r<»tal Law will l>e added gratis, and sent by mail, all for 'M cento.

Tlie following will show liow the sccedcr* regarded hi* trick*.

This is taken from 77/ <• Intf-w, edited liy one of the most honor

able of tlio " r'rt-c Religionists" of tlio day. lie i* ono of my

prejudiced witnesses. Hi* testimony thereforo will lw valued.

Tlie great burden on liis mind up to this time was that "outrage*

had lxvn committed,*1 an al»use of power existed a* ho understood

it. //" //»■ lfi<i hunrn thsfact*, lie would have known just to the

contrary in each case.

Read carefully what these unwilling witnesses te-tify to, as to

the character and act* of this c1 -convict ; ami I tear it in miml a*

you consider tho further action of Liberals in hi* Itchalf, the rc**>-

lution* of sympathy offered at Cincinnati by Robert («. Ingersoll,

and tho sjm-ccIics of tho leading Liltcrals, who accorded him a

public reception on hi* nlea.M3 from State's Prison, where ho had

Isecti sent for sending obscene matter through tho mail*.

* The title of his obscene book.
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lie Bays in his paper, Xov. 20, 1879 :

WHY DID BENNETT CRY " PERSECUTION T"

No candid person, who has made himself familiar with Bennett's trial, can

for a moment admit that any effort was made to try him or to punish him for

his heresy.

As the writer has already shown in an article on Bennett's " Pretence of

Persecution," the prosecution did not seem to care what Bennett had l>een,

what ho thou was, or what he believed, disbelieved, or practised. The judge

carefully cautioned the jury Dot to allow the prisoner's beliefs, opinions, prac

tices, or unbeliefs to have any influence upon their minds ; that they were

there only to answer as to his conduct in sending (title of book which we

omit) through the mails. Hence, Bennett was not prosecuted for his anti-the

ological opinions, whatever they may have been.

Why, then, did he seek to convey the idea that he is imprisoned on account

of his heresy in theological matters ? Because he has been playing a game of

fraud all along, and did not dare to allow his readers and patrons to know the

truth. How much money would he ever have received by way of donations

to his " Dcfenco Fund," if the truth had been known in regard to his motives

subsequent to his Watkins arrest f Not one dollar where he did receive a

hundred.

His first arrest, in 1877, was a surprise to him, and he was badly scared for

a timo. But his appeal for help brought in so much money, that when that

case was settled, he said,—and we have the statement of two reliable persons

to whom he spoke in his own office,—"This martyr business pays. We must

get up something else in that lino." In a short time came the second anest,

at Watkins, and then the more frantic appeal for money. He came from

Watkins with a matured plan of action, as his subsequent course clearly

shows. Ho announced that he had not hitherto sold many copies of ,

but that henceforth he should sell all he could to everybody who wanted it,

and ho would send it through the mails.

If, now, he had no object in view other than to announce that he would

k«ep this pamphlet for sale, he would have said nothing about sending it by

mail. For, certainly, it would have been the part of prudence to have kept

silent upon that point. That ho did not do so shows that he had a " peculiar''

motive.

What was it f To tempt, taunt, defy, and aggravate Comstock into arrest

ing him as ho had done Heywood. To this end he defies the law. as in his

paper of Sept. 7 and 14, 1878. At length he succeeds in inducing Comstock to

attack him. If Bennett has been sincere, why docs he not now try to draw on

himself a prosecution for publishing heresy instead of mailing a dirty work

which he is continually saying ho does not like ? Because he kuows that ho

cannot coax, taunt, or drive Comstock to attack him on a question of heresy;

and hence, while ho has been publishing and mailing matter very offensive to

hcliovors in Christian theology, ho is obliged to ignore his own previous pub
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Mentions, and hitch bla fortunes to this Limbnrgrr pamphlet, the production

of an individual who U his rival for fame and public rlinrit y. He was olwceno

enough himarlf, but he did not possess sufficient ability to get hi* vulgarity

into aalable shape, and ao had to handle Heywood's stock-in-trade on com-

mission.

Having; got himself arrested and the way prepared for a trial in a t'nited

State* Court, he tarns with wailing and lamentation, not only to his patrons,

but to all who love freedom of conscience and American liberty, constitutional

government, etc., etc., to come immediately forward and help am to make the

fight, not Ik-I ween obscenity and protective law*, which was the real case, bml,

as he fraudulently put it, between the liigotry of the Church in the pcmon of

Comstock, and tho right of all to think, believe, and worship according to

conscience, in bis person. Ho said :—

" I have sucriliced much in my reputation and my means to make this fight,

for it seemed to fall upon me to make it ; but I pray you not to let me make it

without your reasonable aid and approval."

Having dclilwratrly and designedly drawn the prosecution upon himself, be

has been enabled thereby to get his plan of attack upon the public purse into

successful operation, without ever being susiicclcd, generally speaking, of his

design. It was not a " deep " game, but it was a successful one. It succeeded

ao easily because it was played U|>on many people widely scattered, and peo

ple, too, for the most part, very credulous and ready to be imposed upon by

anything or anybody, that api>caled to their prejudice against the Church.

Hut it was, from the first, a game, a plot, a fraud, and a humbug. Bennett

never once sup|>oecd tli.it be would or could be prosecuted as a heretic If

that, or something like that, hod been tried in the matter of the " Open Letter

to Jesus Christ," which was offensive, not on account of its heresy, but its

blackguardism, the quashing of that cose left him no room to hope, that he

could get up any notoriety on anything that be could publish against theology.

Ho knew also that, if the people once supposed tJi.it he was simply using ob

scenity ss a menus of exciting the amenta of the law against him, so that lie

could hnve a groundwork for hia claim of persecution, he never could have

obtained their s> mpathy or, what was his real objes t, their money. Hence

Iiennctt must have been conscious all the time of playing the part of a

hypocrite and an impostor. He knew that he could not obtain public sympa

thy honestly in the prosecution that he had succeeded in bringing upon him

self; he knew that w ithout thai sv mpathy he could get no money. Hut money

was his object. For that ho lift bis former occupation and became a " Ue-

formcr" (Heaven save tbe murk!); and money ho must have, or go hoik to

the old business of selling quack medicine, itcrhaps. And he went into Lud

low htreet Jail as happy us a sehonl-lioy going Ashing, because he knew that

he had secured bis hold on the sv mpathy of his deceived public, ami Is'uved

that the I'nsideut would not dure to refuse him a pardon. If any one doubta

this, let him read Itcunett's editorial announcing his conviction. And hchohl

his Joy over every letter that came to him containing pecuniary proofs of tbe

success of hia plan :—
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" My spirit is cheered by the reception of numerous sympathetic ....

letters : . . . many of them contain remittances of greater or leas magnitude

... I feel very grateful to such friends, and cheerfully acknowledge such re

ceipts ... If I get out of prison, I will publish the entire list."

" How doth the great big busy B

Improve each shining hour,

And gather money every day

From every gull-i-flower "

of credulity ! Send in your cash, dear sympathizers, and get your names

printed in the immortal list of those who would buy fame by honoring fraud

under the fair guise of martyrdom.

Put yourself in his place. Conceive that you have written and published

very low, vulgar, and vile attacks on popular theology ; that you liavo failed

to get the Church to prosecute you on the ground of your heresy ; that you

have taken up another man's publications which a United States Court has

pronounced " obscene ;" that you have succeeded in getting yourself arrested,

prosecuted, convicted, and advertised ; and that you want to make money out

of the operation through an appeal to public sympathy,—what would you do T

Would you daro to toll tho truth? No ! There is but one chord upon which

you could strike with any hope of success, and that is tho prejudice of the

unchurched people against clergy, Church, and theology.

That is just what Bennett did! He had published more or les3 stuff against

these, and so had preparod the " Liberal " ear for his note of " persecution for

heresy." There is no other note which he can strike ; and ho rings that out

loud and clear, with the bold, brazen, unhesitating voice of one who seems to

have learned by along practice that, to make a humbug successful, conscience

must bo throttled, and falsehood pushed forward with all the coolness and

assurance of self-reliant truth.

Once more he was successful. His mock terror at the prison that yawned

before him, his hypocritical whine about a long life of purity, honesty, and

devotion to humanity and the dear wife of his happy home,—whom he was

even then driving by his abuso away from her homo, so that he could bring in

a youuger mistress,—took root in the credulity of his admirers ; their hearts

were touched, their pocketbooks were opened, and from then until now the

money has continually flowed in to fill his coffers. Had it not been for tho

thorough exposure of Bennett's real character, conduct, and motive in running

a public paper, he would have come out of tho Penitentiary a rich man,—rich

with money, every dollar of which would have been obtained under false

pretences, and been a premium upon vice and a monument to libertinism and

falsehood! Never in the history of the human race has there been made an

exposure of dishonesty where tho offender deserves less charity at tho hands

of the public than does D. M. Bennett ; and, in putting an cud to bis success

as an impostor, wo are doing a work which should receive the commendation

of every honest man and woman in the world. Tin: Exposes.
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[It is absolutely necessary, however disagreeable the means, to open tbe

eyes of those deluded liberals who have liecn deceived and lleeeeil by this

running cry of "persecution." We therefore append her* the aiticie above

referred to, which we quota from tlie Chicago Hi lujuy-I'MUitopkn al Journal of

November 1. We cannot <io this without saying that Col. Hiimlv, it* editor,

has earned the hutting gratitude of all true liberals by his fearless ei|>osure of

iniquity t lint has cloaked itself under the nam* of liberalism, and brought

incalculable damage and disgrace to its cause.—Ed.]

Col. Iiuntly nays :

TIIE rRETENCK OF PKltSKCCTIOX.

As Mr. Bennett has ever since his convictiou been harping on this string of

persecution lor his opinion's Mike, doubtless we shall be added to the number

of thine who are said to be joined with his Christiuu enemies, and w t.o are

down in his Marl; lint for future punishment, i. c, wheu be comes home again.

And as we do not proviso to do anything for which wo caunot give good rea

son, so, in our relatiou to this would-be martyr, wo will not trespass one inch

U(>on the ground of uncertainty. We believe that he has not been |>cr»eculed

for his nnti-tbeolo^iial opinions, aud shall so maintain, notwithstanding

Iteimett himself has said :

"The fight is not one sf obscenity, but one of lilierty of opinion. It haa

always hern the fate of advanced opinions to be under tbe bail of the major-

it v ." ( For 'i|M'< iniens of his " advanced opinions," see his love-lettei* recently

published in the Journal.)

" It matters not w hat we have done or what we have not doue, we were aa

intiilel, . . . aud that was suuicicnt."

" It availed us nothing that we showed an unblemished character."

"The charge of olisccuity was a mere pretext ii|m>u which to send to prison

su objectionable, <>ut*|H>Urn heretic ami inlldcl to the current system of

theology. The i:i«c was picjiulgcd before the trial. It was a foregone con

clusion that the prisoner must lie condemned, and the Judge acted the part of

prosecutor rather than of a fair, impuitiul, and Just judge."

1'lai mg this language in the liglit of Ivciuictt's real character us shown In

his ex|M>surr, it is seen to be only buncomlie, with a design in it. licnnetl U

like the »|his|Io I'anl, "crafty," and so seeka to catch his un-ii^xi ling

gudgeons with " guile." It is the dcs|icr.itc ellort of a in.in who is intriguing

for one last grand o|>|Mirtunily to wheedle or swindle the public before his

float exposure comes, for he must have known that it was coming sooner or

later. It is a well-matured plan to tie ce, through a fraudulently obtained

sympathy, tli.it dear humanity which he has been coddling so tenderly in his

beuetieetit arms unil cramming so generously with his reformatory pap of

promiscuous promises of health, wealth, wisdom, freedom from *n|>cr*titinn,

and all the ills that poor human souls and bodies have Innnir heirs unto

through the blighting inlliieiice of all religion save tbe new religiou of his

own new dis|M'iisatiou. From his quiet country home on a western prair.e,

where be accms to have matured bis plan of action, he goes to New York,—
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hnmlmg-liko, making a bold stroke at the start,—and, under the imperial

regis of ,* essays to become tbe supposed God's-tongue of a new reve

lation unto mankind. Ho defiantly attacks everything that is held sacred

among the religions and religious worshippers of the present day, and

advances to his work of demolition and destruction, with the language and in

the spirit of an outlawed border ruffian. And people who have been long

hoping for some divine prophet of "Liberalism" to arise, begin to suspect

that there is something wrong with this man, that tho afflatus which floats him

to battle is anything but divine. Soon tho more keen-sighted among them

have measured their man and taken their position. They look on aghast and

disgusted to see this mountebank, who has stolen their good name, go tearing

into society like an infuriated bull in a china shop, as a " Reformer," toss

ing, tearing, trampling everything in his way, and are not at all surprised

when society rallies in self-defence, and, instead of following the reformer,

drives him into " pound."

Hereafter the cry that he is persecuted becanso ho is an unbeliever in the

Christian or any other religion, can only be the wail of a defeated impostor.

Bennett has never been and never will be persecuted, or even prosecuted

because he does not believe in tho Orthodox Trinity or the vicarious atone

ment ! When he was brought to trial for sending obscene matter through the

mails, his counsel took every precaution to guard against the possibility of

his client's suffering from the bigotry and prejudice of the jury. To every

man drawn as juror the following questions were propoundad by Mr. A brain

Wakcman.

" Assuming tho doctrines or principles of the pamphlet in question to be, in

your opinion, erroneous, are you under the iufluence of any social or religious

views or opinions which will tend to prevent your acting impartially as a

juror in the trial of this case ?"

" Assuming the defendant to be a Free Thinker and an unbeliever in the Chris

tian religion, aro you under the influence of any religious views or prejudices

which will tend to prevent your acting impartially as a juror in the trial of

this case?"

No man sat in that jury who did not, under oath, answer these questions

unequivocally in tho negative.

Then they heard the evidence. The prosecution introduced his paper for

Sept. 7th and 14th, and Dec. 21, 1S78, and Feb. 22, 1879, to prove—what f

That Bennett was an infidel or even a free-lover! No! Simply to prove

that ho had declared that he would sell and send * through the mails to

anybody who would send tho money to pay for it, and that he did so sell and

send it. That was all. In tho 1 of Feb. 15, lb79, is matter that would

make a stronger case of obscenity than can ever bo based upon * and the

prosecution knew it ; but they had no other case, sought no other issue, with

D. M. Bennett than that of sending * through the mails. Twice or three

times when Bennett's witnesses were swearing that they had known him for

* His obscene book. t His newspaper.
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thirty and forty yearn, and that br had always borne an " unblemished char

acter," hod always lived moat happily and devotedly with the one wife of his

early ami only love, thn prosecution, iu cross-examination, axkcd, "I>o you

know Mr. Itctinctt to be the author of ' An Ojieti Letter to Jnui Christ V"

He diil not auk any wit nests, " l)o you know Mr. Ilenuett to lie a free-thinker,

an infidel, or a free-lover f" He did not once attempt to introilure any

eviilnue even tending to prove that Ilcnnctt waa anything either good, bad,

or indifferent. The prosecution cared ao little about lteunett and hi* beliefs,

unbeliefs, and opiniona and practices, that it did not even attempt to investi

gate the defendant's claim of l^fi— lunjj good character. Prosecutor and court

both admitted without question liennett'a claim to good character, which

ilmn • two tiling* uiiiniKtuk.il>!)' : liist, that the prosecution knew nothing

alx.nt the evidcuce which we have mine produced against Bennett, proving

him to have been one of the vilest impostors of modern timea; and, second,

that tliey did not care to know anything about him, cither aa to hi* character

or lua opiniona; and, therefore, it waa antecedently improbable that they

aboitld, would, or could do the first tiling towards a prosecution or persecu

tion of him on the ground of his liemg an infidel and a free-lover.

Furthermore, tin- Judge, in hia charge to the jury, who haJ sworn to give an

impartial verdict, said:—

'•This is not a question of religion, nor a question of the freedom of the

prrss. . . . Tins defendant may entertain peculiar views on the subject of

religion ; he may Ik- an infidel ; be may hate peculiar and !rnpro|»er notions

on the marriage relation ; he may lie a free thinker; he may be whatever he

plc.it<*; that should have no effect upon your deliberations. ... If you

should find a verdict against this man hm<K i/oa do mot like kU dortnmn in

respect to religion, . . . you would do an injustice to the man. . . . All men

in tins country, so far aa this statute is concerned, have a right to their opin

ions. Tli« y may publish them. This man may entertain the opiniona

expressed In this hook, or be may not. Free lovers and free thinkers have a

right to their views, and they ma.v express them, and they may publish them,

but they cannot publish them iu connection with obscene uiatt.-r, and send

that matter through the mails."

We defy anylNxlv, even Ilenuett himself, or his most enthusiastic apologist,

to pick out of this language auvthiug that can be even tortured into an

attempt on the part of either prosecution. Judge, or Jury to try Mcunctt for hia

•■In-lief in the popular Christian theology.

And, then-fore, we maintain, that the cry of "persecution" for opinions'

sake, that lias been raised bit lint.., is only one of the "artful dodges" by

which Ilenuett seek* to retain his hold upon the public purse through mis

placed aym|>alby. We disclaim all personal feeling in the matter, and write

only in defence of truth and decency, both of which be has s ■ egregioiisly

offended. And the evidence compels ua to say that Ilenuett ia an obaccue man

whose opinions, while they have not, aa we have shown, drawn any " perse

cution " upon him thus far, and are not likely to do so, yet cannot be expected

to command the reapoct of decent people.—ii. P. Journal.
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If any person is so simple as to believe this man was convicted

because of infidel views, let him read the judge's charge to the

jury, as quoted by Col. Bundy. It was unqualijied obscenity

that he was convicted on, and the "Liberals" may twist and turn

as they please, it is this they defend. My reply to Mr. Abbot's

criticisms is that, when it was found that both the State and

United States laws were thus most outrageously defied, and

brought into contempt, we did what our oath of office required

us to do, we legally arrested this man Bennett.

I see no argument against the proper enforcement of laws, in

that it is said the prisoner wants notoriety. The question for the

officer, under his oath of office, is : Are the laws defied and

violated? Is this scoundrel sowing broadcast seeds of moral

destruction i Shall he sit quietly by and see all these outrages

and do nothing, because he may be unfavorably criticised if he

does his duty ? I do not so apprehend duty.

After his arrest he began new appeals for money. The

"Liberals" responded magnificently. It required nearly two

columns of his paper to acknowledge the receipts of money. lie

was cheered on by letters of endorsement from all parts. He

even printed letters " from the Devil," and he so proclaimed

them. These letters of support and sympathy often filled two

and three pages (four columns each) of his paper, from week to

week. Where one letter was received from decent men sus

taining, cheering, and helping on the prosecution, or sympatldzing

with the Agent (doing his duty faithfully) on account of the per

secutions of the enemy, this scoundrel received hundreds of

letters and thousands of dollars. I do not complain of this, but I

affirm its truth.

About this time they organized the National Defence Associa

tion.
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CHAPTER XXVII.

THE NATIONAL DEFENCE ASSOCIATION.

T!.o primo object of this association or combination of

"Liberals" and ex-convicts was, to defend persons arrested, and

create adverse public sentiment against our Society, and espe

cially against tho Agent. As I liavo already stated, fund- were

calle<l for and lilx'rally received by tliis new organization. A man

named A. L. Iiawson, an ex-eonvict tbief, and higumi-t, was

made president. Ho was also the secretary of tho National

Lilx-ral League. As be is a representative man, and, after bis full

expor-urc, was re-elected tbe seeretary of tin? National Liberal

League, wo give a few extracts from Mr. Abbot (my unwilling

witness) in evidence of bis true character.

Mr. Abl>ot bad made charges against tbis man. Kli/ur Wright,

president of the National Lilx'ral League, hud taki n him to task

for thus exposing the crookedness of his pet secretary. Mr.

Wright is reported by Mr. Abbot, in his pajx-r, as writing to him :

Aa jour friend, I am cxrrwlliinly paimxl at jour position «itb liawnon.

Ilii i.ml f.ui'v throw* t!n> bunion of proof ii|h>u joii, anil I tlimU yur 1n-*1

frit'inli will ho <1 jipii IhuukI in honor, t>itlit>r to kIiow who tin- priwmM wife

w*», that i« n-ferml U> in the uVrn<c, or luuUo biiu on u|«>h>nv.

Ju-t here, I de-ire to stop and say one wonl a- to my realms

for jKT|x-tuating the names of Wright, Itcunctt, Haw-on, Inger-

evll, etc., in thin book. All are convinced that they are utterly

unworthy of favorable notice, because of their true character.

Ah ! reader, that is ju-t the jtoint, " tniu character." Tli.it is ju-t

what I de-ire and aim to establish, in contradistinction to what

they and their cohorts would have the public bcli.\e. These

men are put forward as Ittufora in a great " Liberal*' movement

against tho re-traints of law and religion, promising grand rv-ults

in tho future, and immediate deliverance to their followers!

Deliverance from what i The sweet influences of religion ; tho

peace that comes from a sense of sins forgiven; the health that
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follows from appetites and passions restrained; the protection

that flows to the community from a proper enforcement of laws

against the crirmnal class ; the comfort to the afflicted that the

Bihle furnishes ; the strength to the fainting soul that the pro

mises of God afford ; the sweet rest and meditations of the

Sahhath of rest ; the light and hope to the soul that the future

homo inspires ; the reverence for God and holy tilings ; the moral

purity of our youth and children ; the bonds that unite the family

circle, and dot our beautiful land with still more beautiful homes.

And so we might go on, till we make this life on this beautiful

- earth one unrestrained license to appetite and passion, the turning

loose of all the baser elements of human nature to grovel among

the worms, without a single upward tendency to noble living for

principle, or to sacrifices or labors of love for others. It is

because their lives are hollow and rotten at the core, because they

offer themselves to the world as such manly fellows, so self-exalted

and clean, and to-be-patterned-after, that I give them a place suf

ficient to show to the world they have nothing in them to be

coveted, nothing to l>e desired.

If I were writing a litany, I would add a prayer—from all such

" deliver us."

Mr. Abbot apologizes as follows :

AN OPEN LETTER TO ME. "WEIGHT.

Hon. Elizuk Wright, President of the National Liberal League :

• »• *»#•#•«»

So bo it: I accept the "burden of proof" which you put upon me. I will

now proceed to lay before you and the public the esseutial evidence on which

the Referee made his Report and the Court its decree. In turn, I am con

strained to say that I think your best friends will hold you bound in honor

either to prove this evidence false, or else to confess its conclusiveness public

ly, cease your defence of a now proven rogue, and indignantly ropudiate all

further connection with him.

The fact that A. L. Eawson is Secretary of the National Liberal League,

and also Secretary of the " National Liberal Party" which was organized at

Cincinnati, Sept. 13 and 14, with the avowed intention of acting as au inde

pendent party in the Presidential campaign of 1880, renders his record a mat

ter of public concern, in view of the inevitable scrutiny to which it will bo

subjected by political journals of all parties. It is above all important to the
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than half. I 'will tell the rest. I was then made the victim nf religions

bigotry, intolerance, and hate, and my wife and children taken from me l>y

those who persuaded her that I was totally unfit to be the protector ami

teacher of her children, because I was "an infidel," aud "going rapidly tlow u

the road to hell." She and her family were members of the Episcopal t'lmn-h

(Rev. Mr. Hill, High Church). Sho was influenced to aud did bring a suit for

separation against me ou a totally false charge, which I denied by proper

answer. Thus the suit hung for several mouths over my head, the newspapers

being employed meanwhile to "write me up," so as to make public optuinn

against me on the charge of having cruelly treated my wife. Having too

many friends, and living, as I always do, without concealment, that charge

was known to bo false and had to bo abandoned. But by it, the work of

alienation had been effected. Finding there was no hope of a reconciliation,

on the advice of my counsel and of friends who had known me from child

hood, I agreed to withdraw my defence and allow my wife to get. an absolute

divorce. Even then no divorce could have been obtained, for want of facts;

for there was no adultery nor cruelty. In order to get the divorce, the friends

of my wife had an amended complaint filed to the effect that I had a wife liv

ing when married. To this complaint, in order to enable my wife to get the

decree she desired, I never put in an answer, and so let the matter go l>y de

fault, or bo ''taken as confessed," as the law-term is. I never by word or

deed said or confessed that there was any truth in that charge. In fact,

there was not a single word of truth in it. It was simply a fraud out of

whole cloth.

I had not been married before. Somebody, probably, committed a perjury,

and a fraud was perpetrated on the court ; for a decree of divorce was ob

tained and published. After that, I continued to live there for months.

Everybody who knew me or my wife knew that the charge was false. Then

was tbe time to test the matter. If I had been in fact the bigamist charged,

then would have been the time to have arrested and sent me to prison. If I

was the bigamist Mr. Abbot seems to think I was, it is because the fraud on

the court in Syracuso really did not undo the marriage with that wife. That

question is one I leave for Mr. Abbot and his church party to settle.

I cannot see how my private affairs affect the principles of tho platform of

the National Liberal League. The League in re-electing me as its Secretary

did not endorse my private opinions, nor my past conduct, nor anything In

side my official record. If Mr. Abbot has anything to say about my official

conduct as Secretary of the League, I will cheerfully answer any charges that

may bo brought against mo.

The motives of a "Liberal" (?) who digs up an old record of this kind and

publishes it without first asking if there is no explauation, I leave for the

reader to appreciate.

A- L. Rawson.

From tho officially certified copy of the Judgment Roll now on file in the

Clerk's Office at Syracuse, wo proceed to condense the essential evidence on

which tlio Court made its decision, omitting tho legal forms and repetitions

and some collateral statements which are superfluous here.

THE PLAINTIFF'S COMPLAINT.

The complaint of Mrs. Mary D. Rawson, a copy of which was personally de

livered to A. L. Rawson by Depnty Sheriff E. Hurd on Feb. 11, 1804, and to

answer which the usual twenty days were granted him, states that sho was

married to tho defendant on June 30, 1)-G0, at Syracuso; that she separated

from him about Oct. 5, 1863; that sho is informed and believes that at the

time of said marriage he was a married man and had a wife then living in
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Mass.n !niw>tt.« or some other of the Now England State*; that she in informed

and ln-lioea that t hit previous wife is named Sarah J. Hawson and it nt ill

living, *:id that A. I... Rawaon was never divorced from her; that a rliild

named Arthur Rawson was born of this first marriage, and is atill living.

The complaint further states that the plaint iff. Mary D. Rawson, at the tiino

of her own marriage with A. L. Rawson, had no knowledge of this previous

marriage; that she has not lived with him since she learned of it ; and that

she married him in good faith and in ignorance of any impediment to the

anion.

The complaint states that, prior to this second marriage, "the said defend

ant represented himself to the plaintiff us a man of good moral character and

respectability " ; that she was induced to marry him by reason of her faith in

the** representations; that she now l>clicvca that he had previously liecn ar

rested and indicted for larceny, had pleaded guilty, had been sentenced to the

New Jersey State Prison, and had served out his sentence, or nearly so ; that

this conviction and sentence were had in New Jersey on or about Sept. I*,

l-.M ; that she is informed and lielievea that " the. character of the said de

fendant after his discharge from the State Prison aforesaid was very bad in a

moral point of view"; that from 1-..3 to l-.'iH he lived in the vicinity of

Itoston ; that be had concealed from tier these facts {and some similar ones

which we fnr'icar to state, since they are not covered by the testimony

taken], n:id thereby had induced her to marry him; and that, "had she

known or had information of the previous criminal acts and moral depravity

of the said defi ndant, aho would not have entered into aaid m.iriiage."

Wherefore she demands judgment that the said marriage be declared null and

Toid on the ground of the previous marriage and of the defendant's fraud in

her own marriage, and that her own rhildren lie entitled to the legal advan

tages of legitimacy ajid given to her own custody at all times.

:.\

T1IK HKKK.NII.ILXT It flILKXCK.

Mart P. Rawson,

toft,

Ami iit L. Raw*

It a|>|>earing bv affidavit of Charles Andrews, one of the attemevs for the

pUmtilf. that tins action is for an absolute divorce, mid tli it more thin

twenty dn\ s litis explicit since tlie service of the summons ami cuiiiplaiut

I crein, mid that tliele is no »|>]» mi.iim r, mid no answer or deonirter mi l lie

p.irt of tlie deleiulaiit herein, it is. on motion of Sedgwick. Aii'ln ws »\ Kin-

iie.lv for the pi lintilV herein, onh -ed tli.it it be refeneil til l>-\i \\ . Mall. i:-.| .

t<> take the proof of the ui.iteri.il facts staled iu tho complaint, ami leport

the same and th' evidence, to the Couil.

Copy.

E. S. TATXr. n.rl

Tur. nrrrni'i'* firrsiirT.

On May 31. 1-ftl, I<evl W. Hall, Estj., the Referee, reports that he haa taken

pr<«>f >■( nil the material facts in the case and submit* them to the court as

part of his report, and adds :
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And I do further certify and report, as required by Baid order, that in my

opinion all the- material facts charged in the complainant's bill in this oauws

are proven and true, and that the said defendant has been guilty of the sev

eral frauds charged in the said [.sic'] bill of complaint. All of which is respett^

fully submitted.

L. W. Hall, Referee.

Dated May 31st, 1864.

THE PROOFS OF RAWSON'S BIGAMY.

Appended to the Referee's report were several sworn depositions. Tlio first

three of these were depositions by the mother and two sisters of the plaintiff,

whose names we leave unmcntioned in order to spare these injured and un

fortunate ladies all unnecessary publicity.

The plaintiff's mother testified that her first acquaintance with A. L. Raw-

son was in the summer or autumn of 1859 ; that his attentions to her daughter

continued from that time until their marriage on June 30, 18G0 ; that she

" had never heard that he, the defendant, had been convicted of felony," until

the first (Monday ?) of October, 1863. She further deposed :

During the period of his addresses to my daughter he represented himself

as a man of good moral character. During the time of his addresses to my

daughter and previous to his marriage anel up to that time from the first, he

represented himself as a single man and a widower. He said ho had had a wife

who wns dead ; that her maiden name was Sarah Lord. He said ho had one

child by said marriage, a son who was living with his grandparents on tin*

mother's side. I had no knowledge that tlio Sarah Lord whom he calico

his wife was living at the time of the marriage of my daughter with the de

fendant. . . .

An elder sister of the plaintiff deposed that she first became acquaiotcc'

■with A. L. Rawson in the fall of 1S39, at her mother's house, and that she fre

quently met him there. She further deposed :

During this period ho represented himself as a widower. He stated the

maiden uamo of his former wife as Sarah Lord, a relative of Dr. Lord, of Buf

falo. He made no other different representations up to the time of the mar

riage. . . . While defendant was paying his attentions to my sister, and be

fore their marriage, he stated to me that his first wife was dead, and gave me

the particulars of her death. Up to the time of the marriage of the plaintiff

and defendant, I supposed the defendant to be a widower and first wife to be

dead. Prior to the separation of the plaintiff and defendant, I had no in

formation that the defendant was a convicted felon. He passed himself off

always up to the time of his marriago as a man of the highest moral charac

ter, and claimed to be a religious man.

Another elder sister deposed to the same effect, as follows :

I frequently mot Mr. Rawson at my mother's house during his attentions te

my sister. He represented himself as a single man, a widower, lie said the

maiden name of his first wife was Sarah Lord. He stated to me the particu

lars of her death; that his wife died of consumption about three years pre

vious to that time. He said he had a son living with the father and mother

of his said wife at Medford, Mass.; that his name was Arthur Rawson. I

knew of the time of the separation of the plaintiff and defendant. >ho baa

resided in her mother's house ever since. During the time of my acquaintance

vith defendant and u;> to the time of his marriage, he represented himself to
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be highly moral nnd upright in hia character. I never heard during my ac

quaintance with dcfciiilanl, and up to the time of his separation, tliul he

had heeu convicted of Colony, uor did I ever know that hia Ural wife waa

living.

By virtue of a commission issued by the New York Snpremo Court, de

positions wire taken as made ut Camhriilgc, Massachusetts, May 'J and II,

1«G4, hy William II. Titcotnli, of Cambridge, and James 1!. I-onl, of Dor

chester; and these depositions also were included by the Keferee as part of

hia report.

William H. Titoomb deposed aa follows, in answer to interrogatories which

may be omitted :

I reside in Cambridge, Massachusetts. My age la forty years. My oeenpa-

tion is artist. I know the defendant, Albert L. Rawson. I have known him

for about thirteen years. I do not know the plaintiff. I know Sarah J.

Kawson. I first made Iter ai utiaintaure about ten years ago in Cambridge.

She w aa intriMlured to me hy Albert L. Kawson aa his wife. The auid Albert

I.. Ka«M>u and Sarah J. Kawson lived together as man and wife when 1 llrxt

made her acquaintance. They continued to live together in that relation for

some four or five years. They had one mnle child. I do not know its name.

He did not at any time rent a house of me. I did not at any time live in.lhe

same bouse with them. During the time of my acquaintance with the aaid

Sarah J. aud Albert L. Rawson, the said Albert L. Kawson did introduce the

aaid Sarah J. Kawson into society n* his wife, and she was received and

treated aa such by her neighbors nnd acquaintances, I do not know where

she now resides. They removed from Cambridge to Medford, nnd resided at

Mcdford the lost that I knew of her residence. I first became acquainted

with Albert L. Kawson about the year l"M. He was then n single man,

boarding with a Mr. lieehee in Cambridge. In the fall of 1-.V) be went to

CbelM-a, aud was married in the spring of 1~*>1 to Sarah J. Kawson. Soon

after that he went to the West, and returned to Cambridge about the year

1S»3. I am acquainted with the handwriting of Albert I* Kawson, and have

seen him write. I have examined the several schedules annexed and the

commissions herein, marked respectively schedule "A," "II," "C," " I),"

'• K." and "F," and I think them all to be in the handwriting of Albert L.

Kawson. Wm. II. Titoimbv

Examination taken, rcdoced to writing, subscribed by the witness, and

sworn to by him, this Mb day of May, IftA.

JoOX A. GooDWix, Costatism'oacr.

James H. Lord deposed as follows, in answer to similar interrogatories not

necessary to be published :

I now reside in IVwchestcr. I am aged thirty-two. I am conductor on a

city railway in iloatou and Dorchester. 1 am the brother of Sarah J. Kawson.

I understand that she resides in Lawrence, in Massachusetts. I last saw her

in September, l-tzt. I know Albert I.. Kawson. I have known him about

thirteen years. The said Albert L. Kawson and Sarah J. Kawson did live to

gether aa man' and wife. They so commenced to live together about the

mouth of May, l-.M. at my father's house in South Heading. Massachusetts.

My sister Sarah J. waa previously residing at Chelsea; tlicv came to my

father's house, aud passed as man and wife, anil were received iu the familr

and treated as man ami wife. They resided in my father's family in this

manner for aliout three months, anil left ami went to New York. Thev re

turned from New York, and commenced keeping house in Mclfonl. wbera

tbey remained two or three years. I last saw Albert L. Rawson at Med lor J

81
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about 18:57. During all this period he always treated Sarah J. Rawson as hi*

wife, and she was received and recognized by our family aud their ueigbhun

aa his wife. The said Albert L. and Sarah J. Rawsou lived together in my

father's family and at Medford, aud I understand at Cambridgeport. I visitwi

them at Medford. I have no recollection of ever hearing Albert L. Ruwson

say he was married to Sarah J. Rawson. There was one m:ile child born to

the said Sarah J. and Albert L. Rawson, I think in Rochester, New York ; he

now lives in Lawrence with his mother. His name is Arthur Rawson. I am

familiar with the handwriting of Albert L. Rawson. I have examined

schedule "C" annexed to the commission herein, and have no doubt it is the

handwriting of said Albert L. Rawson. Sarah J. Rawson, a few days before

she and Albert L. Rawson came to my father's house to live, told me that

they were married. This was about April or May, 1851.

J. H. Lord.

Examination taken, reduced to wriring, subscribed by tho witness, and

sworn to by him this eleventh day of May, 1864.

JOHN A. Goodwin, Commissioner.

The schedules referred to included two original letters written by Albert I*

Rawson,—one dated "Pittsford, Vt., June 2d, 1856," beginning "Dear Sarah,"

and addressed at the close to " Sarah Jane Rawson,"—the other dated "New

York, April 2d, 1857," beginning " Dear Sarah," and addressed at the close to

" S. J. Rawson, Medford." Can any reasonable being believe that A. L. Raw-

son had not another wife, still living and not divorced, when he married

Mary D. Rawson at Syracuse, June 30, 1860 1

PROOFS OF RAWSON'S LARCENY.

The Referee, after the depositions of the mother and two sisters of the

plaintiff, states in his report :

Plaintiff here puts in evidence an exemplified copy of a Record of Convic

tion of Albert L. Rawson for a felony, as follows : " At a Court of Oyer and

Terminer and General Jail Delivery, held at Hudson City in and for the

County of Hudson, State of New jersey, on the 15th day of Sept., 1851,"

which is hereto annexed and marked Schedule A. The plaintiff also reads in

evidence tho deposition of William Titcomb and James H. Lord, taken under

and by virtue of a commission issued in this case out of the Supreme Court,

by John A. Goodwin, Commissioner, which said Commission and depositions

are hereto annexed and marked schedule B. All of which is respectfully sub

mitted.

L. W. Hall, Referee.

The substance of " Schedule B" has been already given above. " Schedule

A" is as follows :—

The State of NewJersey to all to whom these presents shall cove.

Greeting :—

Know ye that we, having searched the records of our Court of Oyer and

Terminer and General Gaol Delivery, holden at Hudson City in aud for tho

County of Hudson in the State of New Jersey, do find a record in tho words

and figures following, to wit :
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rriunxKK and »

t.UVKHV,

■hiIkt lb, l~ol. )

Conrr or Ott.b aicd Termtxkr and ;

GENERAL GAOL Dll

Monday, September

The Court met at ten o'clock, pursuant to adjournment. Present—

Tint Host. HKNRT W. Grkkn, Chief Juitire of the Supreme Court of Xew Jeriem.

Cornkui* Van Winkle, i Judge* of

John GRlFtlTII, f Ike Common i'teat

STEPHEN (iAI'KTRON, and t audJuitieet of

George Thomas, ) Out Court.

Thr Statr )

aijl. > Indict for Xarreny.

Albkrt Rawson. )

The defendant'* appearance to this indictment is entered by order of the

Court. he the defendant being; at the bar. The Court further order that be

be charged on the Indct- and plead thereto. Therefore, being; charged, he

pleaded Ol'lLTY, and was remanded for sentence.

September leth, 1*1.

Present—TnK Flo*. riKNRT W. C.RrKX, Ch. Ju:

(.'oRvnjrs Van Winkle,) Judge* of

STEPII* n GaIhtron, >the Common

JolIN GRIFFITH, ) 1'lea*.

The Court order thnt all the defendants Tried and found Guilty, and al«o

tbooe who pleaded Guilty, be now set to the bar to receive sentence.

The following named persona were then put to the bar and were sentenced

by the Court as follows, vis. :—

Albert Rawson, Indicted for I-arceny.

1'lea, (iuilty.

Sentence.—One Tear to the State Prison at hard labor, and to pay the costs

of proarrutiou.

All which we have canned to be exemplified under the seal of aaid Court of

Oyer and Terminer and General (Jaol Delivery.

In witness whereof we have cnused these presents to be signed by Roliert

Gilcbnnt, Clerk of said Court, and the seal of said Court to be hereto affixed,

this ninth day of December, eighteen hundred and sixty-three.

: L. S. : N. Gilchrist, C7k.
• ■••>.. •

Here follow documents of some length attesting the genulneueas of tlie

above copy of record, signed by B. Wayton Ogden, Presiding Judge of the

Court of Oyer and Terminer, and Wbitlield S. Johnson. Secretary of State of

the Mate of New Jersey. There is no occasion to occupy our space with these

merely formal matter*.

In the light of the above crushing and annihilating evidence, read over

again the tissue of falsehoods put forth by this precious " victim of religious

bigotry, intolerance and hate," and judge for yourself whether it can Ih» *uc-

rewfully jialmed off upon the public aa the truth. Judge for youmeIf whether

any organisation or party which tolerates in office aueh men as Bennett and

Rawson, it any man who, in face of the revelation* made in this number of

The I\i>r.X, dares to I Up oue »y liable in their defence, can aland fur an
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instant against the torrent of public wrath. If there is any lightning left in

the conscience of mankind, it will flash forth now with consuming fires.

If the great liberal body, organized and unorganized, is already too fax cor

rupted by the poison of free-love to care for these revelations,—if it feels no

burning, immediate necessity of speech and action in defence of its own

purity and good name,—if it lazily or stupidly consents any longer to be rep

resented by the Bennetts and the Rawsons who have thrust themselves for

ward before the world as our saints and " martyrs " and " victims of religious

bigotry,"—then its damnation is coming swiftly, and I care not how soon it

comes.

You have expressed your disapproval of the division of the National Liberal

League at Syracuse last year. It was time to divide. It was time to know

whether self-respecting liberals would consent to serve under such leaders as

A. L. Rawson, D. M. Bennett, and the others, no better than tbey, who plot

ted with them to capture the organization and prostitute it to the cause of

free-love and total repeal of the postal laws against obscene literature. You

were not present ; I was, and know what I am saying.

Of all men, you can have least sympathy with such characters as Rawson

and Bennett are now proved to have. You have spent a long aud faithful

life in battling with iniquity ; and now that the veil of concealment has been

withdrawn, you must be filled with indignation at the hideous hypocrisy.

Surely the scales must now fall from your eyes. When you remember that

these men have found their most potent means to deceive the simple and mis

guide the careless in your consent to stand officially at their head, it will

need no hint of mine to convince you that, unless you can overthrow this

mountain of proof, your only effective protest against their guilt must be

resignation of the Presidency of the National Liberal League. If you continue to

stand as the official head of such men, it will be useless to disclaim their

deeds. No man can lift them up ; they can and will drag any man dowu

who hesitates to cut loose from them. But this you know as well as I :

forgive me if, through you, I make appeal to all who honor aud trust you as

does Your friend,

Francis E. Abbot.

Notwithstanding this manly, urgent appeal, Mr. Wright still is

the Chieftain and President, and Rawson Secretary. Phew !

what a mess !

Rawson, the sweet-scented representative of this National

party, expended their money, as President of the National De

fence Association (Bennett seems to have received ranch of it, as

he did the publishing), in issuing tracts containing most infa

mous libels against the officers of our Society, the laws, and partic

ularly myself. He amused us, by coming to our annual meet

ings, and giving out these tracts at the door as the audience was
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pawing out, after our meetings. Thousands of them were also

distributed free about the streets.

In the mean time, this man Bennett had been brought before

his Honor Charles L. Benedict, Judge of U. S. Circuit Court,

New York, and after a full and fair trial before a Jury of his own

choice [as he did not exhaust all his peremptory challenges, so there

was no excuse for having any person on the panel whom he ob

jected to], he was convicted.

A stay of sentence was liad, and his case was taken before the

full Bench, the highest U. S. Court for this district, where his

counsel made elaborate arguments against the law point questions

of obtH-enity, and rules of evidence as laid down by the Court,

etc., after which this full Bench sustained the proceedings of this

learned Judge, and Bennett was sentenced, to 13 months impris

onment at hard labor in Albany penitentiary.

This was more than he bargained for. His counsel and friends

boasted they would have him pardoned in 10 days, and had him

detained in Ludlow street jail for nearly or quite a month, so sure

were they of accomplishing this, to them, much desired end. The

glory of the martyr seemed to fade, and the lustre dim as the

prison door and garb drew near. Again, " Man proposed but

God disposed."

Hearing the boast, I was forewarned, and forearmed. I went

immediately to Washington and saw the President I found him,

as he is, a thoroughly upright man, and a most conscientious and

faithful President, but, with many of the specious arguments and

popular prejudices against our work before his mind. One tiling

impressed me, that ho desired to know/itrfs : and then, whatever

was right and consistent ho would do at all hazards. Ho sent for

the pardon clerk, cx-Judgo Gray, who, when asked if a jntition

for Bennett's pardon had lieen received, reluctantly admitted that

u he lielicvcd some paper had l>ecn informally sent to the At

torney General's office to tliat effect.*'

The secret was this: the Massachusetts free-lover had Iteen

pardonc<L The President told mo, that it was represented to him

that he had sent but one book, and that ho had been induced to
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send this by my letter, and on that showing he had been pardoned.

In this connection let me say I am simply recording facts.

I then informed the President, that this man, at the time of his

arrest, was making a business of sending his vile books through

the mails, of advertising for "boy and girl agents," and boasted of

being on his twentieth edition ; I also informed him that I bad

sent a full report in affidavit form, to the President through the

Post Office Department, backed by a protest signed by our officers

and some of the best men in the country. Judge Gray, denied

that Heywood ever so advertised, and I took one of the books

which I then had with me, and read the advertisement calling

for "boy and girl agents" which appeared on every book, as

well as his other advertisements.

Heywood had been arrested because he was making a business

of sending obscene books through the mails, and especially,

because he made unusual efforts to send the same to children and

youth.

He was pardoned because facts were suppressed. This was not

by the Post Office Department, for the papers were placed in

Judge Gray's hands. I do not say he suppressed them, or even

insinuate that he did. I have the President's word for it, how

ever, that he never had seen our protest up to the time of my first

interview.

I firmly believe Heywood never would have been pardoned, if

the facts had not been suppressed and the President thereby

deceived.

Upon the release of their Chief Free-lover, or more properly

free-luster, what did the Liberals do ? How did they receive the

man they helped release from the penalties of the law ?

Let the following report of the Paine Hall reception de

clare.

January 2d, 1879, in Paine Hall, Boston, the Free-thinkers,

Free-lovers, and Liberals extended a reception to ex-convict Hey

wood. We quote from one of the leading Liberal papers, as

showing the gist and sense of that gathering, the following

remarks and resolutions :
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Mr. TTnll read the following resolutions, which were applauded during the

rendina, and unanimemtlf pattd afterwards :

/.Vso/red, That with joy in our hearts and praise on onr lips, we, as friends

of freedom, welcome bark to freedom a sufferer for freedom's sake, and that

we meet here to-night not only to congratulate a friend, but to celebrate the

vindication of a principle.

Jlrtolird, That this principle— (lie freedom of the press—was struck down

on Tuesday, the HT.th day of lust Juno, when K. II. I ley wood was sentenced,

by a judge of a United States court, to pay a heavy tine and endure a long

Imprisonment, for having taken the liberty to express bis thoughts in print;

that the fortitude with which he has suffered for the cause so near our hearts

entitles him to our profoundest gratitude; and that we hail his release from

prison, even at tbii late day, as an evidence that those in authority have not

lost all regard for the rights of the jieople.

Ktmlnd, That this release, highly valued as it is, in no wise lessens the

uecevity for a jealous guardianship ofour liberties; that the pending prosecu

tions of I). M. Bennett, Joscphiue 8. Tilton, W. S. ISell,* and (ieorge Mosber,

show bow bitterly and persistently bigotry will continue the battle ; and that

ire mite with iKcrrturd eamettneu the dtmandfor lie entire rrjieal of the infumom*

uIikvmHj fmnlal lair of 1-73, and the ignominiom reworal from office of the ranallf

iffamont informer, Anthony f '<>m</<>< t, trho it intrwttd with its enforct mrnl.

linalred, Tliat to the National I KTenae Association of New York, for its timely

inauguration of the movement for Mr. Hey wood's pardon, and for paying the

ri]M-nM-s of the same; to its embassador, Mrs. Laura Kendrick, for her

sen ices in presenting the claims for pardon upou the authorities at Washing

ton ; to Attorocy-tirucral Hovens, for recommending pardon to the I'residcnt;

to President Hayes himself, for signing the pardon; and to the many other*

who in various ways ha\e aided the good work, we tender, one and all, our

heartiest thank*.

A* cxpre*>in«; the views of another Liberal leader, we quote

front a letter written by Parker PilUbury, whieh was read at tho

above reception of this ex-convict dealer in filth :

Coxcoan, N. II., Jan. 1st, 1-C9.

Dear friend—I need no invitation to a meeting to welcome Krra 11. Hey-

wood, with honor and thankogi\ mg, hack to bin family, his friends, and bis

work. In spirit. In sympathy, and in written utterance, I shall be with you

on that occasion. The atrociously unjust arrest and imprisonment of our

brave friend is bat tho beginning of a conflict for liberty of aperrh. press, and

locomotion, mail traus|tortution, right of suffrage, of con* lence, and worship;

indeed, of etery civil, social, and religious right and privilege pretended to be

constitutionally secured to e\rry cill/en. The statute under which that

* These all had been arrest. d at Watkins, N. Y., under the State laws, by

the local authorities. I had nothing to do with it.
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outrage was perpetrated was designed to trample on every ono of thcso sacred

rights—every one of them. * * * * • *

But this law was intended for no such purpose. It is a spawn of the Church,

was instigated by the Church. It was intended as auxiliary to that daring

conspiracy against civil and religious bigotry known as the "(rod-in-the-Conaii-

tution Society." * * * Talk of amending tuch a law at tki*!

Bather tear it from the statute book it so disgraces, and let it be burned by

the common hangman at the front of every court-house iu the United .States!

And let all the people say Amen ! •»»•••

And now, wishing our friend Heywood and his household a long, prosperous,

and happy life, with just as much peace and persecution, joy, sorrow, and suf

fering, as inevitably attend a true, noble, and heroic warfare in the cause of

man, woman, and child, I subscribe, dear friend, faithfully and fervently,

yours and his, to the end that can never come. Pamkk Pillsbury.

" The Utter was loudly and earnestly applauded."

I tell you, reader, " blood will tell," " birds of a feather will

flock together." " A man is known by the company he keeps."

Do the infidel and smut dealer occupy the same bed ?

Do the Liberals sympathize with the venders of this cursed

business of obscene publications ?

Do they espouse this cause ?

The Syracuse Convention and Bennett's conviction and sentence

are things of the past.

Let this one tiling not be forgotten. The Liberals in 1 876-77

had taken up, defended, and assisted the vilest men in tlifa most

hellish traffic. They published some forty cases by name in

Bennett's paper, and again in the books they disseminated.

What was in the then living present for the Liberals to do, in

order to manifest their lively interest, and demonstrate to the

world that they were true to their cause ? Had not they entered

into bonds in Syracuse, " till death do them part ?" Certainly !

What then \

Tlelcase Bennett by all means. How? By "liberal" lies. By

gross misrepresentations. By distortion of facts, and perversion

of everything that stood for morality and decency.

The following petition was circulated among and by the Liberals

for signatures. It is reported that 200,000 names were thus

secured. Who secured these names ? Liberals. How ? Bead
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the following, which was telegraphed from the Pacific coast as an

item of news :

[N. T. Tribune, July 23, i«m]

Sax Kraxcisto, July '£L—The petition of Deboigiie M. Bennett, convicted

of sending obscene matter through the tnaila, ostensibly signed by 130,000

persona, i* believed to be fraudulent ns far as Sun Kranciaco U concerned.

Nothing in known of iiuch a petition having ttecn circulated here. Ta» liullrtim

intimate* that the petitioner* utilized the City Directory.

lOX.

To Hi* A>rWJaiey, Rutherford B. Ilaget, Prtrident of the Unlttd Aatet :

Mr—We, the undersigned citixensof the Uuited States, regard the conviction

and •eiilence of D. M. Dennett, editor of the , i for sending by mail

the itauiulilct railed "—— " In the regular coune of bia book business

toll decoy name used by Anthony CoinstoeU,) as a grievous wrong upon him

commit U-d under the forma of law, and a* an outrage against the freedom of

the priiu and tlie constitutional right and privilege of every citizen.

We, therefore, respectfully |<etition that a pardon may be issued to him

without delay. And as gujd cltixeus we will ever pray, die., Ac, Sic., die.

Hut what else ?

Tlie National Liberal League held another convention, the first

annual celebration of the nuptial* with tilth, called by their presi

dent, Elizur Wright, and A. L. Rawson, secretary. This was ac

companied, as published in their papers, by a card of invitation,

signed by their chosen leaders.

The u call " said :

The question delisted at the Syracuse session In fC* and laid over for a

year for further consideration, concerning the Comstock I'ostal Law of 1*73,

as to what action, If any, the National Liberal League should take in the

matter, will come np in due order.

Tlie curd, as printed in the same paper, signed by Robert O.

Is<iKK.M>i.i„ Jamks Pa*ton, Pakkek Pillsbcbt, was headed—

a enwr.vnox rt>R a fuck rr.i>rut to make a frkr laxd.

mm nun out, raitr. rfckcii, frrie baixot, axd iiti r mails mi-st nit «-

tYRKIt »T A srtl'LAR RKrt'BUC RMANelPATKO rROM ClIfBCH IHIMIN ATloX.

Tlie Convention met in Cincinnati, September 13 and 14, l**7i».

The opening address was a speech by Klir.nr Wright : and h-t

he shall deny having defended this smut-dealer-couvict, whom ho
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came from Boston to New York to support by his presence during

his trial, let me produce what he said as printed by the Cincinnati

Commercial :

"And yet to please this powerful religious persecutor, an obsequious Grand

Jury, at the dictation of a zealous assistant District Attorney (well named

Fiero), bad declared the book ' so lewd, obscene and lascivious that the same

would be offensive to the court and improper to be placed upon tlie records

thereof.'* Thus the constituted authorities of the United States stand aside

with averted eyes and allow a nineteenth century Star Chamber to usurp

their sacred functions, and to do it under a veil of hypocrisy thinner than a

cobweb. And when the Administration, waked up by tho protest of a hundred

thousand indignant citizens, is ashamed of this conviction of an innocent

man on judicial rulings that would make half our literature, including the

'Holy Book' itself, unmailable, there comes upon it an avalanche of high ec

clesiastical influence, and it backs down with the silly plea that to release

Bennett would reflect on the Court."

Just here I call especial attention to the action of the courts

on this particular book.

Every court that it had been before had declared it obscene.

The IT. S. District Court in Boston had, as has already been

shown, and the Circuit Court there, with full Bench, had main

tained its rulings. The State court of Massachusetts had declared

it obscene, and sentenced a vender of it to one year in Dedham

jail.

The Grand Jury of Schuyler County, N. T., at "Watkins, had

unanimously indicted this very Liberal-pet-martyr. He had

also been indicted by the Grand Jury and convicted by the

petit jury of the IT. S. Circuit Court in New York, and the

findings of this court, where the same questions were involved,

were taken before the full bench of the IT. S. Circuit Court

here, and tbis high court unanimously sustained the tower

court.

* The body thus so contemptuously referred to by this President of obscen

ity defenders was composed of twenty-four men, and in order to find a bill,

sixteen of them must agree. We liavo it then that sixteen good men and true

upon their oaths, say that this book* was " so obscene " as not to be proper to

bo spread upon the records of the Court. How about spreading it before the

community and placing it in the bands of the youngf The Liberals say yes.

All decent people thunder no!
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There can be no question but that the findings of these court*

were correct, and therefore the duty of law-abiding citizens is to

submit and obey. Neither can it bo questioned that tlie book

tra* (jro«n1y obscene and demoralizing.

In view of these facts, the action of tins Convention will be

read with interest.

The same paper reports further, as follows : " A speech from

the hero of the occasion, Col. R. G. Ingereoll, was the leading

feature of the session (the afternoon session of the first day)."

Col. Ingereoll said :

We have become what vrc are in spit* of the Qods of the Bible and tbo

affair* of Christendom ; that wo have an Infidef Government, and be gloriod

In It;

and several variations of this idea.

The speech elicited immense applause, and storms of approval

greeted the slightest appearance or word of CoL Ingereoll.

Again Col. Ingereoll said :

The postal law* of the l*nit<xl States were an engine of oppression ; * * *

that he wanted to live in no relation to a God he held in contempt.

The same paper further reports :

The President of the Convention, Elixur Wright, apoke of the Bennett

affair, and asserted that " CongreM had no right to make that law regu

lating the dissemination of obscene literature."

TOK SKTOXII DAT,

the first hour was to re-elect tho infamous Rawson by a unani

mous vote as their Secretary. Pn>of of this is tho record of

one of their own papers, which I do not choose to advertise by

mentioning, which savs :

The officer* of last year were elected unanimously.

After a speech by Mr. Wright, tho same paper sap :

KESOLI-TIONS or SYMr-ATHT.

The following resolution was offered by COU INOERSOLI. :

/•'rsoford, That we express the deepest sympathy with I». M. Bennett and

bis family, for the reason that he has been convicted by religious bigotry and
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ignorant zeal, and has been imprisoned, aud is now languishing in tho cell of

a felon, wheu, in truth and in fact, he has committed no offence whatever

against any law of this country.

The resolution was received with the utmost applause, and the audience

broke into three enthusiastic cheers for " President" IngersolL

Query. Of what is Mr. Ingersoll " President " ? Do the Libe

rals propose the name of Ingersoll as a future President of the

United States ?

But this was not all that was done, at this Convention, to show

the tendency of their sympathies, and mark their efforts against

moral purity. A National Liberal party had been called by the

card above referred to.

THE LIBERAL PARTY CONVENTION.

The Delegates of tho League and members of the audience assembled,

without leaving their seats, immediately on adjournment of the League re

solved themselves into a Liberal Party Convention.

As soon as the National Liberal League Congress had adjourned, the

Secretary of tho League, Mr. Rawson, called the assembly to order, in pur

suance to the call for "A Convention for a Free People in a Free Land,"

issued by R. G. Ingersoll and others.

So says another Infidel paper.

The ex-convict thief and bigamist was elected Secretary.

Of this last Convention says the " Vineland Independent " :

A new party, called the National Liberal, was born recently at Cincinnati,

Col. Ingersoll and other radicals being tho responsible authors of its exist

ence. Tho party was organized principally because of the refusal of President

Hayes to pardon D. M. Bennett, now imprisoned in the New York peniten

tiary for circulating " obscene " literature through tho mails. Mr. Ingersoll

was very much incensed because of this refusal to pardon Bennett, and, it is

said, he swore vengeance on tho administration for tho refusal to heed the

petition of the radical multitude.

The following report of this Committee on Resolutions, of

which Robert G. Ingersoll was Chairman, was adopted first by

the " League Congress " and afterwards by the " Liberal Party

Convention " :

Bemlved, That wo aro in favor of such laws as will allow the free trans

portation thruugh the mails of the United States of all books, pamphlets, and

papers, irrespective of the religious, irreligious, political, and scientilic views
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they may contain, no that the literature of science may >>c placed upon an

equality with that of ■nperetition.

Of this first resolution by Ingereoll, Rev. Joseph Cook, in one

of Ilia bravo and masterly efforts against Infidelity, has likened

this, to a letter formerly brought in a perfumed liandkerchicf to

the Queen of Spain by a messenger. The silken scarf was loosely

arranged al>out the letter, and behind it the assassin concealed

his stiletto, which he drew as he took the letter out to present

to tho Queen. He said :

So Infidelity seeks, under universal suffrage, to use the aacrodnees of the

mail* aa a atiletto-ahealb, through which to destroy the youth of the laud.

Mr. Cook has clearly grasped the essence and purport of this

effort at concealment and deception.

Kftoltrd, That we are utterly opposed to the dissemination through the

mails, or by any other means, of obscene literature, whether "inspired" or

"uninspired,'' and bold in measureless coutempt its authors and disseminators.

Hatolrrd, That we call upon the Christian world to expunge from the s«v

called sacred Hi bio every pa-outgc that cannot be read without covering the

rhcek of modesty with the blush of shame ; and until such passages are ex

punged, we demand that the laws against the dissemination of obscene lltcr-

ture be impartially enforced.

It must bo borne in mind, that tho published utterances of the

Liberals are no index for their acts. As proof, take the covert

resolutions passed at Philadelphia, and then the monstrous con

spiracy tliat followed.

The last plank of the platform of this Lilwral l«rty, as adopted,

■ays:

4. The reform by which woman shall be politically and practically eman

cipated, and hegiveu the control of herself and her destiny. • • • • •

V. That good morals and habits can be better filtered by education, per

suasion, industry, and healthy amusements, than by force and governmental

Interference. In this view we favor the repeal of all r>ahliath, sumptuary, and

temperance laws, and demand that every phase of gox eminent and Mate

ednrat ion should be secular in spirit and practice, and emancipated from all

•cclraiaatical or clerical control and influence. That to this end this Con

vention adopt in substance the platform and principles of the National Liberal

League.
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Speaking of the Book and the action of this League, The Cin

cinnati Commercial says :

If society were based upon the principles taught in Bennett's book, which

the Liberals are soanxious to have placed on a par with the Bible, there would

be a good-sized hell in every household and a very big hell in the community.

This is a point Col. Ingorsoll has probably overlooked in his fury about

an Orthodox hell.

Again, it says :

The Liberal League, as we predicted on Saturday, has shown itself largely

a Bennett aid league. It plants itself on the platform of unrestricted dissemi

nation of obscene publications. Col. Ingersoll, who is so virtuously and

violently indignant against all who charge him with favoring the obscene, pro

posed a resolution yesterday fully endorsing Bennett, which was of course

adopted. The doughty Colonel attempts to prove his consistency uy affirming

that Bennett was illegally convicted. The United States Court thought

differently.

Who, and what was the character, of the man thns sympathized

with, befriended, and supported by this Liberal Congress ?

Was there a principle at stake, or was he their Apostle of has

tiness ? Was he one of their kind ?

I desire to answer these questions with all sincerity, as its an

swer must have weight in the consideration of all decent

men. Did this gathering of Free-Thinkers, Free-Lovers and

Liberals have a clean brother to defend ? Was their enthusiasm

born of high-tone sentiment, or was it the foul, loud-mouth

ravings of a horde of base men ?

What did they defend ?

Let it be remembered that this was a representative body, made

np of delegates from other Leagues from all parts of the country.

The leading and representative men were present. They repre

sented a constituency of nearly 170 Leagues, and they defended,

First. A convicted vender of obscene books.

Second. A base crime committed by a still baser man.

This creature of their "own heart" had been for years pub

lishing the most infamous and blasphemous articles, many of them

in tract form. No man in this country had in a single instance,

so far as I have been able to discover, presumed or dared to pub
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lUh the awful utterances of tins man. He had mingled blasphemy

and obr-cenity, associating tlie same with most sacred tilings.

Aye! more! lie had not only printed, but gloried in these Iwse

things. If any one douhU this, I am ready, document* in hand,

to prow aiul verify what Isay.

Hut as to his true character, further than this, I leave others to

tell the story.

I leave it now for the reader to say whether, adding what

is to follow to what has already been established, if, in all Chris

tendom, a more despicable character can lie fonnd, or a better

representative of that ranting mob, than this scoundrel Bennett I

The facts in the following story are fully established by letters,

and, since the exposure, this man has openly admitted the authen

ticity of these letters.

I feel pained that in order to bring out the truth, and establish

the true character of this lilieral-olniccmty-martyr, it become*

necessary to defile these pages with the following authenticated

account of him. But this is the man whom the Liberals support

and defend, the infidels symjxithicc with, and he is the spcial

p-t of Ingersoll. The Litarals combined to secure a pardon for

him ; the Cincinnati Convention of the National Lil>eral League

endorsed and sympathized with him; whilo Ingcrsoll's New-

Olweene-Lilieral-Party sent back the echo by passing the samo

resolutions. And all combined to extend a public reception to

this cx-convict-ol>secnity-vender on his release from prison. As

a matter of history it is important ; and in the interest of truth

alone, I present what otherwise I would gladly omit, and wliat

wo all must turn from with disgust
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

INFIDELITY AND OBSCENITY.—ANOTHER IMFOSTOR UNEARTHED.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, Sept. 25, 1878, says, in an

article headed

ANOTHER IMPOSTOR UNEARTHED.

THK WOULD-BE MARTTR A FOUL-MOUTHED LIBERTINE.

D. M. BENNETT, THE APOSTLE OF NA8TINE8S.

PROFESSING DEVOTION TO HIS WIFE, HE TEACHES FREE-LOVB.

The true inwardness of a filthy concern, never before published, and imhc exposed

only in the interest of truth and decency, by a special agent of the lleligio-

Philosophical Journal.

Tho facts are, that while Bennett was laying claim to his right to be consid

ered a public teacher of better morals than the Christian religion afforded, he

was endeavoring, with a beastly persistence, to obtain control of the person

of a young woman who had touched his fancy and who had been induced to

accept a salaried situation in his office, evidently under the design, on his

part, to obtain her consent to become his mistress.

But in spite of her repeated protestations against his course, she was made

the object of attentions that assumed the character of a villainous persecu

tion. He boldly proclaimed to her that his home and wife were distasteful to

him, that his love there had long since died, and that she alone of women was

the object of his undying love.

It only added to his unholy desires that she who refused to listen to him

bore an unblemished repntation.

From amass of letters written by Bennett to this young woman, abundant

evidence may be obtained to prove that while he persecuted her under the

vilest impulses of his lewd nature, he still know her to be pure; and the testi

mony of friends who knew her before, during, and since her business associa

tion with him, is all strong in her commendation. But if it were not so, if

she had been like himself, it would not in any way change the evidence

against him, or lift the black cloud from his character.

Here followed a long list of letters too foul to reproduce here,

which were vouched for as being verbatim copies ; reference was

also made to others that even that paper would not publish.

Then followed the following extracts :
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In on* letter Bennett nays : I hare no reverence for the ceremony mouthed

over by a priest, and because a man and woman join themselves together

under a mistaken belief that they are fitted to each other, it doea not follow

Umt they are compelled to spend their day* together. The ceremony make*

no difference one way or the other.

After persecuting, insulting, threatening and aeeking in moat dastardly

manner to coerce tbia pure young woman, and failing, be auddenly turns

upon her like a jackal to rend her character in pieces, lie goes cringing to

ber to get back hia infamous letters, the evidences of his infamy. He faila.

He went in person and begged and whined and scolded, but got them not.

He sent a lawyer, or one who pretended to be such, and he plead and threat

ened, but returned empty-handed. " 8am" (one of Bennett's pimps) forced

himaclf unannounced into her room at uight and begged, and when refused

■wore that he would take them. Two women were alone with an unprinci

pled desperado, Bennett's " heary " artist, general plagiarist, and man of

"many parts," who swore that be would have the letters by forre, if they

were rrfuied. The room was dimly lighted by a lamp, and tlie woman wax

equal to the occasion. Seizing a broken water pipe fawcet that lay on the

mantel, abe presented it at hia head, boldly advancing upon him, and ordered

him to leave the room or she would shoot him like, a dog that he was. " Sam,"

seeing that the weapon had a large bore and must carry a terrible ball, saw

nothing more, and with a bawl for mercy turned and fled. But the girl had

been so harassed by Bennett's jackals that she left the city and sought refuge

among fur ml* in another (State.

Bad men and bad women have been among his nearest friend* and counsel

lor*. He ha* been mi\ed up with a class of people calling themselves " Spirit-

u»li»ts" and " Material iota," who hate ato'.en the names to bide tlieir real

practircs, which have been tli >se of free-lover*, prostitutes, and women who

advertise a* " mediums," to give " brain rest by magnetic treatment," etc. *

• • * * When he found that till* "little woman " had at last

exposed him to some of hi* friend* aud held a weight of evidence that would

pultenze lum in the mortar of publio opinion, and be could not by roaxing,

cr> ing, pleading, threatening, or tbeft, obtain |>o**cMiion of it, lie showed him

self to be a calculating villain through and through. He attempted to

blacken and destroy the girl'* character among those who had been her best

frii mil and among whom she had been intimate all through her association

with him. He wrote a letter in which be unmasked himself and laid bar* hia

demotion to the work of improving the intellectual and moral condition of

humanity in a language and with a design that can he found only among

person* who have been secretly or openly blackguards for year*. Such de

pravity is not possible on the spur of mere chagtin at the defeat of a darling

project.

Bemember that this letter was written and mailed by Bennett to this lady

in ram of the friend* with whom she was living, unto whom she hsd fled for

safety. He sent this letter open, tmlvd sad* cut opm at out rmd, (and addressed

32
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in a disguised band which any expert can detect as Bennett's) so that they, if

so disposed—or so it seems—could read it before it reached her bands, and

thereby so prejudice them against her that in their first shook of disgust they

should turn her away from their doors. Ouce he had destroyed the girl's

reputation among her friends, he would at the same time have destroyed

credenco in her story of his persecutions and diabolism. But his plan did not

succeed. .........

To this young lady whom he has been besieging for many months he trims,

with the suddenness of a weather-cock under the frowning blackness of a

squally sky, and hisses his venoin forth in a vile and obscene Idler signed

"Humpty Dumpty."

This letter is bo low, -vile and filthy, and so utterly shocking to all sense of

decency and propriety, that it is unfit for publication in detail in this paper.

It could be conceived and written only by a libertine of the lowest character

and of the vilest propensities. It would not be possible for any person, not

accustomed, both in thought and practice, to the lowest depths of lewdness to

use the expressions with which this letter is filled.

The foregoing are the published evidences of this man's charac

ter. Various other papers have copied this same article from

which the above extracts are taken.

Remember, Bennett has since openly acknowledged the authen

ticity of these letters.

With these facts before them, what do the liberals do ? repudi

ate the wretch ? No ; they honor him with a public reception,

on his release from jail, and thus fully endorse him and his acts.

" Like father like child," holds good in this case. Any organiza

tion that could re-elect Rawson, can consistently fold this putrid

moral monster to their bosoms.

Was Bennett pardoned ? No, not even with the most extra

ordinary petition of 200,000 names. Why ? We have a clean

man for President. It needs no word of mine to sound his

praise. But I say this, that a person of less character, less moral

courage, would have been influenced by, not the petition 6imply,

but the combined efforts of Liberals, aided by prominent men,

congressmen, politicians, and others ; men who, if they had known

the facts, would have spurned this man and his friends ; but

being deceived, were found lending themselves to this cause.

There were counter petitions. Boston senc one of over 500

names of prominent and leading men. Norwich, Conn., under
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the leadership of (and originating with) Rev. Leonard W. Bacon,

D.D., Kent another. Clear Lake, Iowa, Sunday-School Convention,

and Thousand Island Park Camp-Meeting, each sent their petitions

of over 1,000 names each ; and from different parts of the country

came al.-o these protests against the release of thU prisoner ; but

these came after the great pressure had been felt and heroically

resisted by one brave man (the President), who dared stand for

the right in face of prejudice and a certain public sentiment that

then existed in this convict's favor.

The Cincinnati Convention, then, had this poor blaspheming

convict and would-bo martyr and libertine, as the special object of

its care and sympathy to rock in the cradle of obscenity. Faith

fully they have performed their part !

Note what the more reputable seceders say. The Index, Nov.

20, 1*70, says:

With the kind permission of Judge Hurlbut, we now publish the following

extract* from a private letter received from htm several weeks since:

" I would that I could never see, bear, or smell the " I.ilicral League" •gain-

It has become an offensive corpse, and should lie buried straightway. I can

not conwnt to any further connection with the name, though a hnndred 'of

Americas' were used to overcome the taint. . . . It is a pity that so fine a

plan, so well begun, should have been overwhelmed in two days' dirty work

at 8\ raeoae; but the deed was done, and the victors have met their doom at

Cincinnati, while Bennett Is learning an honest trade in our penitentiary.

. . . lugcraoll is a man of wonderful genius and unsurpassed eloquence,

but far from being a politic leader ; and he must by this time see that ho

made a great mistake in ' calling spirits from the sosry deep'—who were only

too glad to rome. 8o the Lilieral League has lieeii twice captured—once by

the obscculsls, and again by the mepbitic subterranean or 'digger'

radicals."

Says the same paper, in a subsequent letter Judr'c Ilurlbut

wrote :

" I consent to stand in the gutter of the ' Liberal League,' to be pelted with

'obscene' missiles, until time enough shall have elapsed to have a name

adopted which ahall remote ns aa far from the nam* of the Free-lot era and

Communists aa we are from their natures. No man has reputation enough to

endure the w eight of that millstone for an Indefinite period."

Up to this time there were but eight Leagues know n as non
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repealers. What does this argue for infidelity? Only eight

Leagues, out of nearly two hundred, for decency and moral

purity ! But this large majority pronounced for obscenity, and

on the side against laws made to prevent its dissemination. Who

would be a Liberal on such terms ? Do you wonder that this

venerable man, for more than half a century a " Liberal," spews

them out of his mouth ?

In the same paper from which the above letters are copied

appears the following, from the pen of Mr. F. E. Abbot, of

Boston. He says :

How are the unconvinced and nnpersuaded likely to regard Liberalism, as

it now allows itself to be represented to the general public f . . . . The

answer which will be given to that question by the public at large will deter

mine the fortunes of the Liberal movement as a whole for many long years.

What is that answer likely to be, when libertinism, shameless and proved,

commands the open support of numerous "Liberal" organizations, journals,

officials, lecturers, etc., and when the rest seems almost universally paralyzed

by indifference, inappreciation, or fear f . . . ."

Now, let it be remembered that this convict was imprisoned

for knowingly sending obscene books by mail ; he had been fully

exposed and justly repudiated by his former associates ; and, with

a full knowledge of these facts, this wretch is received with open

arms by this fraternity, and extended a reception on his release

from State prison, where he served his time.

And such a reception! such a crowd! such honors! every

decent man would run from.

Perhaps it will be needless for me to say I was not there. I,

therefore, offer as evidence on that subject the New York Times

of May 3, 1880.

After announcing that Elizur Wright presided, and that Ben

nett had just been released from State prison, and that his

appearance was warmly greeted, it says :

There were on tho stage, besides the president, Elizur Wright, and D. M.

Bennett, and Heywood (ex-convict), the author of the pamphlet, a number ol

members of and sympathizers with an association called the Liberal League,

and others, among tbem Stephen F. Andrews, Moses Hull, Amelia Colby, Mrs.

D. M. Bennett, and Eugene McDonald. The meeting lasted for more than

three hours, and during that time the speakers exhausted the deepest corners
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of tbe unabridged dictionary in throwing epithets at the Creator, the ministry,

the Christian religion, and the Republican party.

In that brief time Cbickering Hall mod* perhaps its first acquaintance with

tbe indecent matter that ia not aent through the mails, but cornea out of men's

mouths. Bennett, the hero of tbe evening, bore his honors modestly, and was

comparatively moderate in bis remarks, (joint; no further than to boa»t of his

infidelity ; while Heywood, the author of the pamphlet called , said

be was lately from Dedham jail, and proved his title to a fnll convict's suit

by making as dirty a apeech aa ever a filthy-minded man was allowed to do

before an audience of New York women.

F.liznr Wright having Ix-cn introduced, said : " We meet in the name of

common sense and common humanity. We meet as friemU of law, to protest

against law perversion, and to express sympathy with a mini, and to advocate

free thought and free speech Congress cannot aliriilge the free

dom of the mails; this wonld murder freedom of thought, on which the hap

piness of the nation depends. Paper and ink have no moral character of their

own, and can do no harm wtile iu the hands of tbe Government, In tbe malls.

1'nder what is known as tbe Comatock law, a man is in effect tried before an

eeclenlastiral court. It would bo treachery to law itself not to stand by tho

victims of such Injustice."

Did ever man stand before an audience and utter Iwwt falso-

hoodf Comment is needless! Yet tho man that followed was

more alwurdly and senselessly false and infamous.

It then savB:

letters of regret were then read from Cortland Palmer, Charles Bradlaugb,

and James Parton, and the quartet sung another song.

Tbaddeus B. Wukeman wait then introduced. "The danger," he said,

"ariaea from Calvinism—an attempt of a few who imagine tlieiiixelves elect

to manage tbe morals of many. This is an effort to substitute Calvinism and

an ecclexiostiral vigilance committee in the place of the law. That would be

an end of civil liberty.

" Comstnck legislation Is a confusion of tbe temporal and spiritual powers.

It la the attatnpt of a few to control ordinary justice. We want to be respon

sible to proper tribunal, not to a church committee," etc. *

Mr. Dennett was theu introduced, and three cheers and a bouquet were Im

mediately given him. * * * • . • •

The following resolutions were then given.

I have read over these resolutions to shorten this, perhajw now,

too long article ; but they all seem important to the subject of

this chapter, as showing the endorsement of this creature, and aa

the avowed sentiments of this organization, which lavs such great

chums to " liberty " and " freedom " of mails, thought, and speech.
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I call especial attention to the " third," to their " highest type

of a true citizen."

These resolutions were received with cheers and unanimously

adopted, Mr. Wright in the chair. •

RESOLUTION'S.

1. Resolved, That in the assault upon D. M. Bennett the liberties of every

citizen of the land have been assailed.

2. Resolved, That we do hereby protest against the corruption in office, the

hypocrisy in the pulpit, and the dishonesty on the bench, which have com

bined to perpetrate this outrage upon Mr. Bennett.

3. Resolved, That in D. M. Bennett we recognize that highest and noblest

type of a true citizen—a patriot ; for, while tho loyal obey, the patient endure,

and tyrants execute bad laws, none but tho patriot risks life and liberty to

defy and break them. It was his defiance of unjust laws that made Washing

ton a traitor to his King and Government and gave us liberty.

4. Resolved, That tho principle of freedom is never so adequately and abso

lutely vindicated as when it is rigorously applied in a sense running counter

to our own prejudices ; as in a case, for example, where we do not sympathize

with the act done, and where, even, we strenuously disapprove of it; but

we intelligently and firmly stand for tho equal rights of all others to judge

for themselves, and for their civil right to do precisely that which we most

vehemently disapprove and condemn—short of actual and obvious encroach

ment ; that this idea of freedom for what we cannot approve, because we

approve of freedom, is Americanism pure and simple, and the most difficult

lesson which the devotees of arbitrary authority, ecclesiastical, political, or

social, have ever to learn, but one which must be learned, and laboriously in

culcated at all hazards

5. Resolved, That any other doctrine than this incurs the necessity, and

entails tho curse on our people of a censorship of the press ; of an organized

and perpetual body of Government spies, and of the whole machinery or

religious, political, and social repression which wo in the past have been hap

pily rid of, and the reintroduction of which will be the rapid and complete

subversiou of tho most advanced and benign system of institutions which the

world has ever seen, and with the continuanco of which the well-being of

humanity is most closely united.

6. Resolved, That wo deliberately denounce tho Comstock legislation, as to

its hidden and real animus, which is tho suppression of free thought and the

freedom oftho press; and the rulings ofJudge Benedict in the case of Bennett;

and the refusal of President Hayes to intorfore, as a legislative, a judicial, and

administrative outrage, and that we pledge ourselves to continue to do what

soever truo men and true women may rightly do to reverse this whole current

of procedure.

7. Resolved, That if it were not too melancholy and dangerous, it would be
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comically ludicrous to behold the gigantic machinery of tho United States

Government invoked to punish by 10 years' imprisonment, and $.">.0U0 fine,

■oxe thoughtless or an(fry lioy or man who lias said a naughty word on paper,

through the Post Office, to some ono who, to protect himself, ha* only to

decline to read what is sent him, or throw it into tho wasto-boskct ; and that

this great country is now afflicted and disgraced, through the activity of a

few ovrr-realous bigots, by a now edition of the Connecticut Dluc-I,awa, ao

ridiculous that the people almost refuse as yet to believe in their existence.

8. Knotted, That amending •' (iod " into the Constitution openly urgod, and

the Comstock law secretly enacted, originate in one and the samo source, and

are parts of one and the name policy of the ecclesiastical party, namely, to re

establish the union of Church and State, and to regain tbo priestly power so

vigorously denounced by the fathers of the Revolution, and so determinedly

rejected by the fratners of tho Constitution.

9. I!"o'tiA, That though, religiously, Anthony Comstock is the creature of

the Church, politically be is tho product of the Republican Tarty, and that

his law it the work of a Republican Congress; and that as the " (iod-iu-the-

Constitution " proposition ca'ne within two votes of receiving a two-thirds

majority of the Senate in a lote Congress (l*Cf>), 1W vot<-», all Republican,

being cast for it, and lfi, all Democratic, against it, these measures and this

action of the respective parties should be taken into careful consideration by

every voting Liberal, aud unless the party dismiss Comstock,

in. /.W/rxf, That all other questions now agitated by the great political

parties are not worth a moment's consideration in comparison with the new

questions of human fn<cdom lately and so suddenly sprung upon the people,

und that all other questions should be adjourned till this one of freedom of the

press and |iers»nal liberty be fought out over again, and Anally settled so that

it will stay settled.

Now, reader, have I proved each count in my indictment against

this nest of recking, ranting, blaspheming band of Liberal frauds?

Do infidelity and ohsi-onity assimilate, and form one perfect

union t

Are they not well and truly wedded} Atui thsrs tfu-ij must

be, " ItH datth doth them part:"

They will doubtless rnnt and howl, malign and curse me, and

nay "we are, and always have lieen opposed toolweenitv." I for

one know it is false, and it matters not what they say. I demand

on this ease, as clearly proven out of tho mouths of unwilling

and prejudiced witnesses, their former friends, the unanimous

verdict of " (Juilty on all the count* of tho indictment " at tho

opening of this chapter ; and I now movo their just sentence.
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from out the mouth of civilization, of banishment from civilized

society, and forever barred from the communion of decent men,

until they show signs of genuine repentance, and turning from

their low, execrable, nasty, obscene and every way infamous views

and living.

And it is further ordered that this sentence be executed at once

by sending the whole mob up " Salt River," and but 30 seconds

(instead of 30 days as in Bennett's case) will be allowed them to

wait for a pardon.

The ravings of the Liberals against these laws are on a par

with a fool who deliberately throws himself over a high precipice,

and while in mid air howls and raves against the laws of gravita

tion, because they do not save him from the natural penalties of

his voluntary violation of the same. The trouble is not in the

law. The law is good, and right, and proper. So long as the

fool stands on terra hrma he is perfectly safe, and so long as the

Liberals are decent and not obscene, they are safe from the ])enal-

ties of the laws they so hate. If, however, they deliberately throw

themselves over the precipice, they may as surely expect to have

the penalties of the outraged law meted out to them, as does the

fool when he intentionally and purposely violates the laws of

gravitation. Neither of these laws will be set aside to please the

Liberals of the day. Never.

IN CONCLUSION.

It is constantly asserted that Col. R. G. Ingersoll is opposed to

obscenity, and those who have spoken to the contrary have been

severely taken to task for writing " false statements." Several

clergymen have been publicly criticised, and roundly abused by

him and his friends for charging that he favored obscenity. I

assert, without fear of contradiction, that R. G. Ingersoll has

favored obscenity, advocated the " repeal " of these laws, and

sympathized with some of the vilest men convicted of the exe

crable crime of dealing in obscene publications.

I offer in proof :

First. The petition with his name attached, presented to the

House of Representatives in 1878.
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Second. Duplicate of the same petition presented to the Senate,

and his personal efforts before the Judiciary Committee of the

Senate, as already referred to in this book.

Third. The following from the report of tlio Committee on

the Revision of Laws, in the House of Representatives, May 31,

1878, showing that they officially recognized his efforts for

" repeal."

Mr. Ilicknell, from the Committee on the Kaviaion of the Laws, submitted

the followiog

RKIIiltT.

"The Committee on the Revixion of the Laws, to whom was referred the

petition of Itohl. G. Imgtnoll, and other*, praying for the repeal or tnudifica-

tion nfsretions 17H5, 3H73, 3*M, KM), and 24'J1, of the Kevised Statutes, hare

had the same under consideration, and have beard the petitioners at length,"

etc

Fourth. The Card, calling the "Liberal Party Convention"

in IS79, and the resolutions offered by him in the Liberal

Lc:i£tio Congress in this chapter, and adopted by both the

Congress and tho Convention at Cincinnati.

Fifth. The resolution of sympathy as offered by him at the

Kimo timo for I). M. Bennett, tho convicted smut dealer, and his

endorsement of this creature.

Sixth. Tho fact that ho continues as the leading spirit of the

National Liberal League, and associate of such men as Rawson

and Bennett.

Ssvnth. The fact that Bennett has in his paper for years,

e*>j>eoially defended tho vilest and most infamous of all the 400

persons arretted for dealing in tho grossest kind of books and

pictures. Bennett oven going so far as to defend them) men by

name, after they had been convicted and sentenced for this nefa

rious traffic, and printing pa^esat a time in their defence.

At tho time of this conspiracy of tho liberals to repeal the laws,

this leading liberal poj>ert claiming the largest circulation of «ny

similar publication in America, had at one timr a *o>/v and mor*

of these convicts, with a history (as ho claimed) of their cases.

Not one of these men dealt in any "liberal"' books, but out and

out obscene ones, or articles of indecent and immoral use.
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And it is peculiarly significant that this same paper, which

thus 'defended these worst criminals in their nefarious business,

constantly lauded Ingersoll, reported and gloried in his scoffing

lectures, advertised his books, and most zealously backed his

petition to repeal these laws.

It was in the office of this paper, that the petition to repeal

these laws was published and sent out to the number of 15,000 ;

and where the conspiracy was organized and executed, which

backed Ingersoll's petition. In other words, the records all prove

that Ingersoll headed this movement—his name at the head of

the petition—backed by the monstrous conspiracy already de

scribed in previous chapters.

I offer my apology to you, reader, for presenting the facts in

these pages. But the good of the community and of the country

demands that these pestilent fellows shall no longer be allowed

to deceive the public, nor draw into their capacious maw the

souls of our youth. They bait their traps with—respectability.

That's their cry !

Can we expect anything but blasphemy, ridiculing of holy

things, outraging all the most sacred feelings of the respectable

and Christian community, from those who defend such nastitwss f

Is it not a surprise that such men can have any influence upon

others by what they 6ay ? Is not the fact that they say there is

" no God " most positive proof of the text that says :

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt ; they

have done abominable works : there is none that doeth good.

And do not they, in all their lives, prove and confirm that

Wokd, which they delight to deride, distort, pervert, misrepre

sent, and blaspheme ?

As a dog turneth to his vomit, so a fool returncth to his folly.

Bat it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes ; but he that hearkeneth unto

counsel is wise.

Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and

whether it be right.

Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment ; and a babbler is no

better.
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A fool al*o is fall of word* ; a man cannot tell what iball be ; and what

■ball l»t> after him who can tell hiuiT

Now, if my case is clearly proven, let mo close by asking one

more question of you personally, reader. Can decent and rcs|>eet-

ahlc |H'o])lc, to say nothing of professing Christians, consistently

sit in tlie gatherings of these men, or listen to the lectures of

thoo scoffers }

iMttxt. (After above was set np in type.)

Truly we live in a progressive age 1 The pen of the historian

must be that of a ready writer I With the completion of the

above chapter, another cycle of time has been measured off;

another turn of the wheel been made ; another year has rolled

round since tlio Cincinnati Convention met, and another Con

vention of Literals has been held in Chicago, Illinois. A slight

knowleilgo of their efforts to defend obscenity lias been brought

before the public. Public speakers have called the attention of

their hearers to the facts, while certain newspapers have shown

np this action of the Literals in unmeasured terms of contempt.

There has been an odium attached to this "Literal movement"

in the recent past, which is exceedingly annoying to some of theso

men, ami lias caused a gradual thinning of their ranks among the

iiu ire politic leaders. But, while here and there one secedes, tho

great mass of Literals remain intact, and the league, as a body, is

loyal to its spouse.

I intend to do injustice to no man, and especially do I desire

to carry out tho adago of "givo the devil his due." But for

alnurditics and tricks, tho saying of one thing and meaning

another, tho professional "literal" of to-day stands pre-emi

nent. To talk about tho National Literal League's not favoring

oliseenity, and not conspiring to repeal laws against it, and their

only contending for freedom of speech for the literal party, and

the protecting of their own literature, or to further contend that

they only protect " honest, high, pure-minded " men, as Ingcrsoll

said at Chicago, is ludicrous in the extreme.

It is downright hypocrisy and lying. Read Ingcrsoll's resolu

tion of sympathy for Bennett, which he offered and the " Liter
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als " adopted at Cincinnati, then consider Bennett's true character.

Then read his flowery talk at Chicago about " honest, high, pure-

minded " men.

The National Liberal League, held its fourth Annual Congress

September 17, 18, and 19, 1880, at Chicago.

The first duty, the second day, was the appointing of a Defence

Committee. I quote from a liberal paper, which certifies and

says " the report is that of our official stenographer." This official

report says :

Reports of Committees were called for, and Mr. Green proceeded to delirer

that of the Committee on Nominations. The first recommendation was that

Prof. A. L. Rawson, ofNew York, act as Chairman of a Defence Committee,

whoso duty, as denned by the Constitution of the League, is "to defend

through the Courts, by the combined efforts aud means of the Liberals of the

country, any American citizen whose equal, religious or moral rights are de

nied, or who is oppressed on account of any opinions he may have held or ex

pressed on the subject of religion or morals." The report was adopted.

Practically speaking it means, defend such men as Bennett,

Heywood, and those whose cause they have so zealously espoused

—those dear obscenity dealers who are named in the publica

tions of Bennett and Rawson, in their efforts to change public

sentiment in their favor—Simpson, Massey, and others.

This official Report then says :

The Committee on Resolutions then read their report, as follows :

I. Wo affirm and declare the main purpose of the National Liberal League

to bo the realization in the States, and general government, of the objects

stated in the standard platform, to wit :

I. The total separation of Church and State, to be secured under present

laws, and proper legislation, and finally to be guaranteed by amendment of

the United States Constitution ; including the equitable taxation of church

property, secularization of the public schools, abrogation of Sabbatarian laws,

abolition of chaplaincies, prohibition of public appropriations for religious

purposes, and all other measures necessary to the same general end.

Then follows sections II. and III. of the old platform, followed

by these additional resolutions, to wit :

II. We claim it to be the duty of every citizen, man or woman, to extend to

all others every right and liberty that he claims for himself; that there should

be, therefore, no legal, political, or social disabilities, discriminations, or
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ostrncis'ii* against any person on account of religions belief, or of any absence

of audi belief ; that all Uws of the Slates or geucral government making any

so-cailed religiona testa in order to qualify any person to vote, or to hild

ot&ef, or to testify, or to ait on a jury, or to do any publio or governmental

act, should be repealed aa relics of barbarism, and that all laws in regard to

marriage, which should be a civil contract, and in regard to divorce, births,

and burials, should be placed on a purely secular and scientific basis, and

have thrir justification only in their use to society.

III. We deem it expedient for the Liberals in all portions ofour country to

act or to co-operate with others, as a political organization for the accomplish

ment of the nbjecta of the above platform, and to nominate candidates for

office for that purpose aa soon aa they have organized in sufficient num

bers, and have developed sufficient political agreement to do so effectively;

that such nomination should be first made in Assembly and Congressional

districts, and that we hope and urge that four years from this time we shall

have a Presidential ticket in the field. In the mean time we mutually pledge

each other that wo will cast oar votes and use our political influence for such

candidates for office aa we honestly believe will most effectively further the

ohjerts of our League.

IV. In the spirit of oar platform we also demand such State and United

State* laws as will securely guard the freedom of the press and of speech, and

the lu\ iolabillty of the mnit, and will allow free circulation, by mail or other

wise, of all books, pamphlets, papers, and letters, irrespective of the religioua

or other views they may contain, so that the literature ofscience and general

knowledge, and thought, and the expression of thought, may be placet! in no

restraint except to answer for any abuse or injury done by it before regular

courts and Juries of our people.

V. While we demand equal rights for all, and the consequent freedom of

the press and of speech, and tbo inviolability of the mails, we do not do this

to sid. abet, or encourage obscenity, lotteries, financial frauds, bogus medical

diplomas, nor any form of immorality, crime or wrong-doing whatsoever ; on

tbe contrary, we are utterly opposed to the dissemination through the mails,

or by any other means, of obscene literature, whether inspired or uninspired,

and bold in measureless contempt and disgust its authors and disseminators,

and we therefore call upon the so-called Christian worM to expunge from the

ao-called sacrrd Bible e\ cry passage that cannot be read wilbont cohering the

ebeek of modesty with the blush of shame; and until such passages am

expunged we demand that the law against the dissemination of nhaeenn

literature lie Impartially enforced. We are In favor of euforvlnj;, and we

guarantee our efforts and influence to enforce reasonable and effective laws

In aid of the common law against obsceuity, lotteries, bogus diplomas, finan

cial and other frauds; but we believe that such offences should be and can be

effectively punlahed and repressed in the same way that other offences are,

that is, by the common criminal lawa and the courts, aided by police and

detective officers, who shall be responsible to the people or their elected

officers, and not to churches or amateur theological or criminal societies.
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VI. Upon the grounds before stated we are unable to approve of the

so-called " Comstock legislation," in either the States or general government,

and we believe its results have proved it to be fraught with serious danger to

the equal rights and liberties of the people.

1. The incorporation within the several States of amateur semi-criminal,

semi-theological societies, and the employment of their agents in no way-

responsible to the people to make accusations and arrests under laws enacted

at their instigation, is an exhibition of theological assumption and govern

mental interference hostile to the impartiality and equality of secular and

popular government, which should be of the people, for the people, and by

the people ; that such laws and administration of criminal affairs practically

deprive the citizen of his common law right of liberty until he injures

another's person, or property, or is accused in the first instance by a grand

jury of his peers.

2. The general government as the agent of the States and the people, in

providing the postal service, holds in time of peace substantially the relation

of a common carrier; that to admit its right to discriminate as to the mean

ing of matter which it would carry, would admit of a power that may be used

arbitrarily for the suppression of particular classes of thought on political,

religious, social, and moral subjects, and would, therefore, be inconsistent

with the total separation of church and state, which is the prime demand of

the National Liberal League.

We, therefore, urge the repeal of the present United States Postal laws,

known as the Comstock laws, for these, among other reasons.

The difficulty in dealing with the National Liberal League, is

that it constantly puts forth some new, or reaffirms some old, plat

form, or passes voluminous resolutions, which on their face appear,

to say the least, to be plausible, while their acts are at variance

with the highest interests of the people, which they would have

the public understand by their platforms and utterances they are

so zealous to guard. These resolutions are the battlements be

hind which they seek to operate most villainous schemes, and

under cover of which monstrous outrages are to be perpetrated.

It is a veil which they hold before the eyes of the public, and

behind which diabolical attempts are made to overthrow all the

benefits of religion and morality. A party without a high stand

ard of morality is no safe guide for our youth, or safeguard to

a community. A Government without morals and religion for

a basis will soon go to pieces.

If any one doubts what I say about the published utterances
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of the Liberal*, let them read t!io plausible resolutions of the

Liberals passed at Philadelphia in 1*76; and then, note the

monstrous and most unscrupulous conspiracies to repeal the Uwb

that immediately followed.

If they believe these men are sincere and honest, and doing

all they can, as they would have tbo world believe, to elevate

man, let them recall the blasphemy and scoffingB of their favorite

leader, Ingersoll, in his efforts to rob the community of the bene

ficial results, that come from following the teachings of (tod's

Word, the observing of sacred things, or his frantic efforts to

outrage the most holy and sacred thoughts and feelings of the

Christian community. If they believe him sincere in his pro

testation against his ever having encouraged repeal, let them

read the petition ho signed for the repeal of the laws against

ol»scenity, and in the same connection consider his personal

efforts licfore the Committee of the Senate,

At this Convention (Chicago), if rumor is to be believed,

Ingersoll resigned. Resigned from what ? The Vice- Presidency

of the League ; but not as a member. The " official stenographer"

reports Ingersoll as saying :

Col. Ingersoll—Now I differ with the league on this one thing ; in all other

thing* I agree with the League ; hut thin ouo thing in of no niurli importance

to my mind that I can't art with the league. I do nut wiab them to he my

enrmirs, and I do not wish It to he deemed aa a threat, but I mmply wish

to resign aa Vice-President to allow somebody cUo to be elected in my place.

That he did bravely contend against the passage of certain res

olutions offered by repealers, I think, is established ; but that

he remained a memln'r of the league after they adopttd tJutse

resolutions is equally true. And these resolutions are a part of

the "standard platform" of this League, as then adopted.

It is impossible to l>c on lioth sides of a fence at one time.

The fence tliat Mr. Ingersoll is trying to stride is one made

of a principle as high as the arch altovc our heads, and in

volves the U-st interests of the future of this country and the

highest possible welfare of tho youth of the land. To unloose

the tongue of the libertine to l)cfoul the air with his infamies;
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to permit the rake license to publish a history of his experiences ;

to defend the books put forth by Free-lovers to reduce society

to their level ; or to defile the home, and debauch the youth—

is advocating and defending practices that must subject the

nation to the level of the brothel, poisoning the moral atmos

phere of the community, until the Nation shall be like Sodona

and Gomorrah, and the people of America shall become a by-word

and hissing to Heathen nations. The controlling of the baser

passions, the restraining of the libertine and rake from poison

ing the minds of our youth, is not a crime. The Common law,

Statute laws, and Moral and Divine laws—all sustain the pro

tecting of our youth from licentious and corrupting influences.

The law says that "no obscene booh, picture, etc., shall be pub

lished." The liberal says : " Provided we are permitted to do

exactly as we please. We claim the right, as liberals, to utter

and publish that which corrupts and affects the morals of the

young, no matter whose child is debauched, or whose home is

rendered worse than desolate I We are liberals—we are ! We

believe in free speech, free press, and free crime—we do ! What

care we for the decisions of the courts ? Of common laws in all

civilized countries, or the U. S. Supreme Court, or any other

courts in this country? The right and duty of the courts to

protect the morals of the community we object to ; and although

that right is inherent in the law in all civilized lands, we are op

posed to it !"

Deplorable indeed would be the condition of any community,

if there be no higher standard of law to govern crime, or any

other defence necessary under the law, than as laid down in the

argument of Col. Ingersoll, when he says at this Convention :

"And the question, and the only question, as to -whether they are amenable

to the law, in my mind is, Were they honest f Was it their effort to benefit

mankind T Was that their intention f And no man, no woman should be

convicted of any offence that that man or woman did not intend to commit.

Now then, suppose that some person is arrested, and it is claimed that a work

written by him is immoral, is illegal. Then, I say, let our Committee of

Defence examine tbat case, and if our enemies seek to trample out free

thought under the name of immorality, and under the cover and shield of our

criminal laws, then let us defend tbat man to the last dollar we have."
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It will thns bo seen, that this groat Liberal legal light would

require no other defence under the law, on the part of the crim

inal, than fur him to say, " I did this with some object other tlian

violating the law." The thief may plead, " I took this coat from

its owner in order to get food for my wife and children ; I did

not intend to have it larceny under the law." The burglar breaks

into a private house at night and robs it, because winter was ap

proaching and he needed a new 6uit of clothes. A highwayman

knocks down and rol» his victim, because he was a little " hard

up" for money and wanted to go to a horse race ; but he did not

intend to commit a robbery under the law. And so, a low, foul-

minded creature of some Free-love fraternity, may write a grossly

obscene and indecent book, and a book which, if circulated among

the young, would curse and ruin many of them ; and yet, if the

author only says ho did not intend to harm the young, although it

is manifest the harm is done by his book, he must not Ihj stopjicd

by the proper enforcement of laws designed to protect tho morals

of tho community.

This blatant infidel and scoffer seems to be as ignorant of Com

mon Law decisions on this point, as he is devoid of moral and

religious principles. Ho is as eloquent against morals as he is

again»t his Maker and religion. Tltere is not one word under

this liiir, that worries this Liberal League and Col. IngersoU

so fnwA, which permits of a construction that can be tortured

into any interfercn<-e with so-called Lilwral Utterances. I go

further, and say it cannot Ih> construed in any manner, and n< rer

has b"~n either, as affecting any puMieation, however violent in

blasphemy, or ba»e in tlie attacking of holy and sacred thing*,

except it bo " (iljseene, lewd, lascivious, or indecent."

It is exceeding ali»urd for any lawyer to plead as this mandocH.

If they do not like obscenity, why do they wiiir it like jn-arls

a!*nit their neck, and display it continually in public? Why do

they sympathize with cx-convicted obscenity venders, or con

slant! v oppose, the legal enforcement of righteous la-vst I

present, for Mr. Ingersoll's information, some decixioiu and uni

versal principles of law, as laid down by tho highest court in

;13
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England, the Queen's Court, full bench, the Lord Chief Justice

presiding, on this question of intent. I am ready to present him

American authorities in support of these, if he desires.

The Liberals, and Col. Ingersoll, may as well understand that it

is not a hard thing to prick the bubble of their dirty trick to

deceive the public. Laws, decisions of courts under the Common

Law, and morals are all against you. Your business of the

defence of obscenity mongers is infamous, and your practice

damnable.

INTENT.

" I hold that, -when a man publishes a work manifestly obscene, he most be

taken to have had the intention which is implied from the act ; and that a*

soon as you have an illegal act thus established, 'quoad the intention, ami ijwtid

the act,' it does not lie in the mouth of the man who docs it to say : ' Well, I

was breaking the law, but it was breaking it for some wholesome and salutary

purpose.' Tho law does not allow that ; you must abide by the law, and if

you would accomplish your object, you must do it in a legal manner, or let it

alone. You must not do it in a manner which is illegal."

The Queen r«. Hecklin. 3 Eng. Law Reports (Q. B.) p. 373. pr. Cockburn,

Chief Justice.

Again in same case it says :

" I take the rule of law to be, as stated by Lord Ellenborough, in ' Rex a.

Dixon,' (3 M. & S. p. 15,) in the shortest and clearest manner. It is a univer

sal principle that when a man is charged with doing an act of which tit*

probable consequence may be highly injurious, the intention is an inference

of law resulting from the doing the act.

"And although the appellant may have had another object in view, he must

be taken to have intended that which is the natural consequence of the act

If ho does an act which is illegal, it docs not make it legal that he did it with

some other object. That is not a legal excuse, unless tho object was such as,

under the circumstances, rendered the particular act lawful."

If this law is good enough for Great Britain and the United

States of America, it ought to be good enough for a handful of

mongrels calling themselves Liberals ! It certainly defends and

protects our -youth from their indecencies, and whether they like

it or not, these laws will be enforced. Every household has a

right under the law to defend and keep pure its circle. There

is no interest dearer, or more important to any man, than the
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moral purity and spiritual welfare of bis children. The Liberals

demand that the legal barriers, that protect and keep our cliildren

pure, be broken down. By the Grace of the Everliving God,

and in the name of this great American people, their demand

shall not be allowed. And " so say wo all of us."
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CHAPTEE XXIX.

OFFICIAL LIST OF FRAUDS.

The following is taken from The United States Official Postal

Guide of May, 1880.

FRAUDS.

List of persons conducting fraudulent lotteries and other schemes to de

fraud the public, to whom payment of money-orders and the delivery of

registered letters has been prohibited by order of the Postmaster-General,

under the authority conferred by sections 3029 and 4041 of the Revised

Statutes (375 and 1043, Postal Laws and Regulations, edition of 1379). Post

masters at any office at which money-orders or registered letters arrive

addressed to any person or company against whom orders have been issued

by the Postmaster-General, under the provisions of sections 875 and 1043,

Postal Laws and Regulations, the list of whom is pnblished in the Guide

from month to month, should refuse payment and delivery of the same, and

treat them as provided in the sections referred to ; aud postmasters are

hereby forbidden to pay money-orders or deliver registered letters addressed

to any person who they are satisfied is acting for auy of the persons or com

panies hereinafter named, until they have communicated tho facts to, and

received the instructions of, the Postmaster-General.

NAME. DATE OF ORDER. PLACE OF BCSCTESS.

Allen. H. D. P Dec. 11, 187s. ..New York, N. Y.

American Coral Co July 6, 1ST" Pittsburgh, Pa.

Arizona Lottery May 27, 1879 ...Preseott, Ariz.

Bartelle, B. C. & Co Oct. 1«, 1877 .. (Jlouces.'er. N. J.

Baxter & Co Jan. 7, 1880.... 7 & 17 Wall St., New Toil.

N. Y.

Benedict & Co Jan. 9, 1880 ... New York. N. Y.

Bennington, A. B. & Co., alias Jace Marks July 19. 1H77. . .Lansing. Iowa.

Benton, D. V June 29. 1K76. ..Laramie Citv. Yv~yo.

Bishop. L. D. S July 2, 1875. ...Cincinnati. <">hio.

Bogart, Moses.. \ Alias ) w ,. 1(wn I 84 Nassau St., New York,
Borger, Max. ... i Waschmann & Co. i Nov' ,4- I87°- • • 1 N. Y.

Bornio & Bro Feb. 18, 1880. . .New Orleans, La.

1 Alias )

Brain, John C. . 1 Excelsior Mfg. Co VDec. 11, 1878. . .New York, N. Y.

( Sheffield Fire-arms Agency. . )

Bristol Piano Co June 11, 1879. . New Bedford. Mass.

Burrow, John Aug. 11. 1878. ..Bristol. TVnn.

Burtnett, H. A April 22, 187U. . .New York. N. Y.

Burton, B. H. & Co Jan. 10, 1880 ... 121 Clark St.. Chicago, B.

AUas ' ' ■>! Park Row, New York.

Y.
Carr, E. N. &Co..|e. J. Prict & Co.. t April 12, 1880... \31J

(Emerv&Co i I "•

Chase, A. & Co Oct. 10, 1879 ...New Haven. Conn.

Clark & Co.. alias Silver Mining Co June a, 1878. . .New Y'ork, N, Y.

8SSk£b*.?::l l*c.i.«9.....| *»»"«* *«»*>*
t'lute. John ) I *■• i.

Cole. N. M. & Son Nov. 3, 1879 ...Detroit, Mich,

Conlon, J. P Jan. 18, 18s0.. .SU'.l Broadway, New York,

N. Y.
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dats or can. PI-ICT OP DT5I2CES\.

' } South Framingbam.

Hnribart, W*. H.. alia* Western Gnn Co Sept. 8, 1*77... Chicago. Dl.

Jackson. A. Orlando.. I K„_ ,. 1a— (88 Nassau St.. Sew York.
JackK>n*Co J Sor.lt, 1979 j N y

Jones, A. £ Son. July 30, 1673.. Hopkinton, Mass.

t Alia, 1

I Harry J. Littleton 4 Co..... n.n.«^ M.n
Jones, Edgar W. ^ Union Purchasing Agency. . ,Dec.3, 1S78. » ^sm

Union Publishing Co

I Magnetic Watch Co. J

Jorta & Puisr. March SI. 1890. New Orleans, La,

Joyce. John P. Nov. 28, 1879. . (Jovington. Ky.

Kansas Land Co Dec. 15, ISTtf. . Topeka, Kans.

Alia*

Ashman, L. A.

Bay State Organ Co

Eastern Gun Works

Enterprise Publishing Co. . .

Home Delight Co

Hub Manufacturing Co

Hub Watch Co

Kendall, L. A. ' Inventors' and Manufacturers'

Association

Japanese Curiosity Co

New England Scientific Co

New England Manufact'ngCo..

Paris Art Co

Parisian Photograph Co

People's Paper Publishing Co.

The Welcome Guest

Kennucke. F. I

Kennucke & Co >• Nov. 23, 1879. ..Cheyenne, Wyo.

Kennucke, The Messrs. )

Kentucky Land Co June 5, 1879..

Oct. 17, 1879... Boston, Mass.

Lawrence & Co.

f Alias

I Adams, Brown & Co.

.Louisville, Ky.

Dec. 80, 1879. . New York, N. Y.

■J

! Allen, Jordan & Co. .

| Barnes. Garrison & Co .

(.Duff, Wm. D

( Alia*

Leavitt& Co.. -(Russell* Co V April 18, 1879..New Bedford, Mass.

( Sunbeam Publishing Co )

Lindauer, Chas. F Dec. 1, 1879 ...184 Mercer St., New York,

N. Y.

Llndser, F. E. G Dec. 9. 1875....Holston, W. Va.

Llndsey, F. KG June 1, 1876.... Abingdon, Va.

Littleton, Harry J. & Co Dec. 3, 1877 Ashland, Mass., and Sou'.h

Framingham, Mass.

Long Island Shirt Co Aug. 7. 1879. . . .Brooklyn. N. Y.

McCall. W. P Dec. 11, 1878. ..New York, N. Y.

McCaulav.S. A., 35 Broadway Feb. 16, 1890 ..New York, N. Y.

McKay:^gn*co.:::::{ofB8^wfe^ «»•• c—. ««.

Magee, Joh n W June 29, 1R76. . . Laramie City, Wyo.

Magnetic Watch Co Dec. 3, 1877 Ashland, Mass.

Magnetic Watch Co Dec. 3, 1877 . . South Framingham. Mara.

MarcotteiCo March 11, 1880.2a New Church St., Now

York, N. Y.

Marks, Jace July 19, 1877.. .La Crosse. Wis.

Martin, B. H. & Co Feb. 25, 1S80. ..123 Clark Street, Chicago,

Mosslch & Cossulith April 12, 1SS0 . .159 Common Street, New

Orleans, La,

Chester, Pa.

.Glens Falls. N. Y.

..Louisville, Ky.

..179 * 8SS Broadway, New

York. N. Y.

.Cincinnati, Ohio.

.New York. N. Y.

.238 Grand St., New York,

N. Y.

Paris Novelty Co Aug. 21, 1879. . .Boston, Mass., Rockland.

Mass., Chicago, IIL

Parsons, F. H March 24. 1880. Westborough, Mass.

Patroni. Giovanni Oct. 22, 1875 . ..Philadelphia. Pa.

Patroni, Giovanni Oct. 22, 1875. ..Camden, N. J.

Miller, Clarence W April 13, 1876.

Miller, Clarence W April 13. 1876.

Murray, France & Co Nov. 21, 1879..

Nathan, B Nov. 13,1879.

National Art Co Aug. 26, 1S7S..

National Banking Co Dec. 11, 1R78..

Noelke, Chas. D.J Nov. 14, 1879.
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dats or n«nrn. run or ■came.

Oct. S. PC9 . . Cheyenne. Wjro.

 

Pattee, J M. manatrrr

Philadelphia KtanipO Oct. St, IH75.. Philadelphia "Pa.

Philadelphia Stamp Co Oct. 9*. 1*75 ... Camden. N J.

Pike. Marshall K Sept. 1&. PCS . Cheyenne. Wyo.

like, Marahall 8 Sept. 1&, lxTo "

,8 April 12, 1HHU

Topeka, KatiM.

IM Common Street, New

VAlia, J.Tator Not. IS, 1S79.

P*>rt»*r, 'w , . . ,

Porter. W. R

lVrter. B. II. A Co.... J

Premium Art. Co July*. l(fJ7..

K. ...l.-.v i .I.n,. ■.-.'. l->

Keuila. I (J ACo Oct. 99. PCV .

R«»rtN J. hn A Dec. II. 1<9.

Royal Manufacturinc Co May 10, 1KTV

Boyra.J.M . June l.'. !-■•■

RuaaellACo Dec. I. 1«77

KnavUtOo .. April IS. l«7»

Orlcana, La.

New York. N. Y.

PltubuTth. Pa.

New Haven. Coon.

(lik-aco. III.

Philadelphia, Pa.

.Brooklyn. N Y.

Urafton, W. Va.

. New York. N. Y.

. New Bedford. 1

 

11. 11 oppiofetOo June I. lH77...Rlier»lde. N. J.

field Klre-arma Agency May 97, p

Roertnan A Co Feb. IH, !•**>

hil<rr M .1,.11-c, June5. PCM

Bioe, L. D.. tWiuj U D. 8 BUhop. July 9, 1STV

Aluu

Ajrenis* Union

American Book Co. ..

trameo. K. (I

Eaaicrn Manufactur-

llujC ' "

Eela A Co

I.N l> P. ACo

Pari* Norclty Co

Koyal Piano Co

Solar Walch Co.

Souurraph Watch Co

Star Manufarlur g Co

Siirdam. 1). P

Wllllama. P. W. A CO .

Btnalley t Oale Feb. 19. IMO

Wocumb, E. Kllrworlh.

Am n, i«r»
Sept. a. tim

Sept. 1. 1 -: > .

Chicago, 111.

Marshall. Mich.

..New York. N. Y.

..Cincinnati, Ohio.

f Bnrton. Mm.

. "in, ago, Ill

< Kockland, Maav

1 Brockton. Mum.

(.South Weymouth,

, Oeo. R Feb Id. PWO..

Me«art. Frank Nov «. I>0

aonbrom PublMnnx Co. April IN. PC*.

Tailor A Co, Nor. 1\ 1T9 .

Tela, (lift Concert Aaaocialloa Kept. «t, 1-71

Thtu-her. Beltnoal A Co. Jan. 9. I "en .

TMaMaai>«. Jame* A June 10, iov .

TfeUy, J. K . oIhu BoU, C. A Co. Nor. IS, IPTV.

J

Dec. a, 1»77..

Au« M, 1«TH

Aug. U, l-.'J

Dec. 90, 1*79 ..J

r I'. ■•

' American Coral Co. . .

Tyner, J. P. A Co. Florence Jewelry Co

; Fre»hman A Co

\ Premium Art Co

l'rWw> Puhlirfilnr. Co i

Vr -.>n Purchasing Agency. (

I i . .nlmirr ITtiin.; i i.

I loled btaleah) mli. ate

S> Bmadwmr, New York,

N T.

-Corlnrton. Ky.

Ilnladelphia N Y.

New Bedford. Maaa,

New York. N Y.

Ii. Mill*.. M. Tex.

New York. N T.

New York. N Y.

. ItU Broadway. New York.

N. Y.

 

July 9, 187T....PItubur(h. Pa.

( Aahland. Maaa

' } Hn I ramliurliam.

Clni'lnnall. <l|.|,i

New York. N. Y.

\ ".'.!•
Yeadeco, Clncaco • Martinet A i'..

I CaatiiHi, KiihImi M . .

Waoa. P . olio. P. It. Walker Oct. 19. IH7H .

Wariwr. M* V . n/,/i. Sherman A Co Feb. 11, frO.

Waler^in. Henry It i .. ,_ ,__

v.. ,.,».„., i; Nor 95,1979

[ Mint l

WtU.i,. Wn» ft .

^HilwKi Kami . i

: Lulti) A Co J

I ^li<i< 1

• Xatlonal Art I'

( I i. ...ii Silrer riaiirn: C. . I

Wel.l, Samuel

Webber A Co . .

Weatern Qua (V

Nor. II, l-ff*

July 30, I'd*

Sept 9. PCT

•». Tl. n Broadway. New

tor*. N Y.

Elkhart, Ind . AuroXa,

Huh, luille lint,

Ml.h

Marahall. Mich.

il.iv Ma.

I IWHroadway, New York,

" 9Bfllr.*,lway.New York,

I N Y.

Cincinnati. Ohio.

Chlcaco, la
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NAME. DATE OF ORDER. PUCK OK BfSIXESS.

Whitney, C. W. & Co April 13, 1S76 ..Glens Falls, N.Y Chester

Pa.

Wight. T. Potter & Co Dec. 30, 1879.

Wilcox & Co Dec. 21, 1875.

Williamson & Co Nov. 13, 1879.

Z choch, Theodore Nov. 13, 1879.

New York. N. Y.

Windsor. Ohio.

559 Broadway, New York.

N. Y.

f 23 Park Row, New York,

NY.

861 Broad way. NewYork,

N. Y.

The following parties have since been added to the above list,

by the action of the Postmaster-General :

Postal Guide, August, 1880.

FRAUDS.

NAMES. DATE OF ORDER. PLACE OF BUSINESS.

Ballard, P July 23, 1880. ..280 Greenwich St.. New

York. N. Y.

Benedlct&Co Jan. 19. 1880 .. .New York. N. Y.

Brookes, Charles O May 27, 1880 ... 128 West St.. New York.

N. Y.

Buchanan, Prof.,

Alias

National Eclectic Medi

cal Association

Eclectic Medical College

Jo'-.M-D 'I Americnan9y-1V?nitt-

University of

i Philadel

University College of

[ Pharmacy

Chichester Rifle Co ;. . May 34. 1880.

Fichett, W.N May 84, 1880.

Harris, James May 27, 1880.

Kratzer. D. A July 22, 1880.

Lee, Wm May 27, 18S0 .

Lee, Wm May 37, 1880.

Martin, Geo July 23. 18S0.

■ . .June 14, 1S80. . . Philadelphia, Pa.

Murray

James

Rev.L

;, D.D.]

Alia*.

The Llvington Universlty

Amerlca

Perkins, Howitt May 27,

.4

. Jersey City, N. J.

. .Jersey City, N. J.

..Care of Mr. Gramppa, 253

E. Church St., New York,

NY.

..Burlington, Iowa.

. Care of Mr. Stephens. 273

E. Third St., New York.

N. Y.

..Care of Mr. Huff. 127

Broome St., New York.

N Y.

. 171 Franklin St., New York,

N. Y.

June 14, 1880 ..Haddenfield, N. Y.

1S80

Hand B May 27, 1880

Rand, S May 27, 1880

Wilson, J. C, alias A. J. C. Wilson June 15, 18S0

.. 1 1 Park Row and 297 Green-

wich St., New York. N. Y.

. .62 Harrison St.. New York,

N. Y.

..Care of Mr. Warren. 78

Chrystie St., New York,

N. Y.

< Ladonia. Texas.

' ' \ Austin, Texas.

The act of Congress which authorizes the Postmaster-General

to return money orders and registered letters to the sender, reads

as follows :

Section 300. That the Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory

to him, that any person, firm, or corporation is engaged in conducting any
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fraudulent tottery, gift enterprise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or of

»ny real or personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or in

conduct iug any other scheme or device for obtaining money through tlio mails,

by means of false or fraudlent pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid the

payment by any postmaster to any snrh person, firm, or corporation of any pos

tal money-onli-r drawn to tho order or in favor of him orof them, and may pro-

Tide by regnlutious for the return to the remitters of the sums named in such

money-onlera. And the Postmaster-General may also, upon like evidence, in

struct postmasters at any pout offices at which registered letters shall arrive,

directed to any such person, Arm, or corporation, to return all such registered

letters to the postmasters at the officii at which they were originally mailod,

with the word "/roads/cat," plaiuly written or stamped upon the outside of

said letters ; and a'l such letters so returned to such postmaster*, shall be by

them returned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster-

General may prescribe: Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be

so construed as to authorize any postmaster or other person to open any

letter not addressed to himself.

In tho light of tho facts exposed in this book, is this a wiso

provision of law? The Liberals (and es|»ecially the great legal

mind that reviews the United States Supremo Court) say no.

Every intelligent mind, and every honest man, says yes I Here we

have an act, that this would-havo-you-believe-mo-sraart lawyer

Wakcman says in another of tho " Comstock laws." Poor fellow, ho

has a hard time of it ! He shows his ignorance of law and facts

in all his argument*. But if any ono thing is a recommendation

for a leather medal, his pretended interpretation of these laws and

citations of facts, as above illustrated, are conclusive. Ho says

this is one of tho "Comstock laws.'' It is about as near as he

generally states facts on these subjects.

That law was in existence long before I ever dreamed of it

It was a long time after my api>ointmcnt, as a special agent of

tho Post Office Department, before I knew of it at all.

But every ono who has any knowledge of this law or the work

ings of tho Post Office Department, knows that tho frantic

ravings against these laws are all in tho interest of criminals and

law breakers.

There are insinuations and charges constantly made of some

wrong done, or some person interfered with unlawfully.

Who makes these charges? Is it tho merchant, banker or
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business man engaged in an open, legal traffic ? Is it in the inter

est of law and order ? Is there any foundation for these base

insinuations and charges ?

I reply, emphatically, no. And I call upon every man in legiti

mate business, and every honest postmaster to contradict me with

facts, if they can.

The postal service requires no defence from my hands. It is

efficient, and, in the city of New York where, out of 50 of

the largest offices nearly one-third of the entire quantity of mail

matter is received or sent out, (as shown by a careful estimate

recently made,) never for years has the service been more perfect

or the workings in any office more complete.

The charges made in the papers, and by these Liberal croakers,

are exaggerations, misrepresentations, and often lies made out of

whole cloth.

Penal statutes have been enacted by Congress to guard the

sanctity of the seal, and to punish tampering with the mails, or

delaying correspondence. Every employee is required to take

a solemn oath to obey and respect the laws.

No higher duty is imposed, than to guard sacredly and forward

promptly all matter committed to their care. Every man is a scout,

to watch for depredations, and it is a sacred duty, under their oaths

of office to expose all violations of law. "We have, then, a large

army of honorable, intelligent, reliable men, who are zealous for

the postal service, scattered throughout the land, under bonds,

pecuniarily and otherwise, to a faithful performance of duty.

Every postmaster and postal clerk is bound to keep securely all

mail matter. A letter received at one office is speedily forwarded

to its destination at another. The postal service becomes the

agent of the sender.

Just here I desire to say: I speak now on, from a moral

standpoint. What I say about agents does not apply as in the

light of legally being responsible to the sender if a letter is lost ;

but, while the law does not hold the postal service responsible,

and while in law and fact the sender loses control over his letter

when once properly in the mail, and it must go to the party ad
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dressed, yet aim, in fact, it is the sender's interest that is at stake ;

for if the money sent in an ordinary letter is lost, while the party

addressed has the right and title to the letter, still the sender is

the one upon whom the loss falls. Up to the enactment by Con

gress of the wise provisions of the above law, all letters had to

bo delivered to the party addressed, no matter how infamous a

swindle he might liave been known to have been operating through

the mails.

If the letter contains money, and is stolen or lost, it is of so

much moment that at onee the country is searched from one end

of the rente over which it passed to the other to find it. The Mail

Depredation Department, manned by experienced and shrewd

men, at onee take up the cine, and they will follow a trail from

Maine to California, rather than fail to secure the lost package.

So important are the letters committed to the care of the postal

service !

Now, if all these laws are passed, t> so sacrcdy guard mail

matter, and if such severe penalties are inflicted, as heavy tines

and imprisonment imposed for an unlawful conversion of matter

in transit in the mails, and such time and expense gone to, to re

cover the lost, what consistency is there in the Post Office iX'part-

ment expending all the above in order to protect in safety a

letter en route, and preserve the valuables enclosed for the sender

thereof, and then delivering the same to a known thief, or

■windier I

Wo arc the agent of the sender of the letter ; and when wo know

by pontiff Istjai evidence that some sharper is defrauding every

man, woman and child that ho can, by his lying circulars, induce

to send money to him by mail, why in tho name of all that is

honest, right or just, should wo be forced to pay over the sender's

money !

I say nothing of ordinary letters. No periton is presumed to

know or suspect the content* of a neat*•</ tetter tent in ortlinary

mail.

But the registered letter is always presumed to contain valuables.

Tho Post Office Department insures its safety for an additional
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fee of 10 cents. The writer of the letter sends by his agent, the mail

service, his money, and pays extra fees for safety and security,

and he is the one most interested in the money so entrusted to the

care of the mails. It is his money that the above law sends back

to him, under this, law or through the Dead Letter Office, and

prevents the thief from taking. Does he complain at this ? No,

no. It is the thief and his friend that complain. Why ? Because

their plan to swindle and rob is thwarted. The same may be

said of the money order system. That branch of the Post Office

Department receives money in trust to pay over ; and when a

known thief or swindler calls for it, and from a knowledge of his

business we know the sender will lose every cent if placed in his

hands, what is there in law and equity to prevent the sending of

the money back to the party who entrusted the same to our safe

keeping ? Not to do this, is to make the postal service the agent

and tool of the thief, swindler and smut dealer.

To take an extra fee for safety of valuables entrusted to this

Department, and then to pass them over to a thief, is a mockery

of all public policy and justice. As well may a clerk in a store

pass over merchandise he is there to sell, to any vagabond who

asks for it without paying for the same, or a bank pay out

funds placed in their charge for safe keeping, to irresponsible and

thieving applicants.

The postal service has a moral and legal responsibility. No

department of government should become a tool or agent to as

sist a thief and swindler in deceiving, robbing or defrauding the

honest and credulous ones.

Honest men have rights in the morals of their children, and

the hard earnings of their daily toil, that government should re

spect.

If an official violates a law punish him severely. But let no

fears that some one may do a wrong, prevent righteous laws

from being enforced.

The howl about these may-possibly-be outrages, or " somebody

might do a wrong by violating a law," are about on a par with a

man who shall, on a severe winter's night, forbid his family having
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* fire in his house, because if lie had a fire by which his family could

be protected and made comfortable from the inclemency of the

weather, somclxxly might, if they Mere bo inclined, heat a poker

and run it into a keg of powder, or take a live coal and run out

to the barn and set it on fire ; or a druggist should never be al

lowed to keep any poisoned drug, for fear some clerk might, by

neglecting his duty, make a mistake and do up that which might

endanger the life of another; or arsenic should not bo sold by any

person to poison rats with, for fear some neighbor's cat, on a mid

night marauding expedition, might possibly get hold of a dead

rat and be poisoned thereby.

There is as much reason and sense in the above, as there is in

all this twaddle we read and hear against the legal enforcement of

laws made in the highest interest of the people.

I know our Postmaster-General requires legal and positive

evidence of a business being unlawful and fraudulent ttcforo ho

acts, and then, I am happy and glad to know, he dares do his duty

under the law and his oath of office, regardless of public clamor,

or political intriguing on behalf of tho offenders. Legal evidence

against theso schemers is tho first essential. Tho chapter on

44 How tho laws are enforced" discloses how this is secured.
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CHAPTEE XXX.

* HOW THE LAWS AEE ENFORCED.

" LYING," " DECEIT," " DECOY," " INDUCING MEN TO COMMIT CRIME,"

ETC.

We now come to deal with Bome of the specious arguments

advanced in opposition to the enforcement of laws against the

crimes outlined in this book.

I ask a careful consideration of this chapter, and feel sure that

any thoughtful mind will see that the laws concerning the trans

mission of contraband matter through the mails can be, have

been, and should be, (and by the grace of God will continue to

be,) legally enforced.

The constant cry of "tampering with the mails," protests

against " spies invading the mails," " opening other people's

letters," " inducing men to commit crime," " decoying to ruin,"

etc., has been kept up until many honestly believe that all these

slanders and misrepresentations must be true. At least, they

say, there must be fire when there is so much smoke. These are

the efforts of the evil one, against moral purity and truth. I

have for more than seven years been obliged to enforce these

laws, and I have never seen an unlawful act done in this con

nection. I maintain that a man can fight the devil and do good

service to both God and man, in this line.

The question more often asked than any other perhaps, is IIow

do you find out these crimes in the mail ? and some are so foolish

as to ask, How do you know which letters to suspect, or how do

you find which letter has contraband matter in it ? Another one

will wonder how these criminals can be caught and not interfere

with other people's letters ; they say, " Why, with the best of

motives, I should think you would sometimes get hold of the

wrong letters, and thereby meddle with letters that belong to

other persons than the criminal," etc., etc.
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All such simple ones arc surprised to learn that wo never fall

into any such blunder, us no officer has occasion to do any of the

things implied. No person could remain one day in tho Post

Office Department, or bo retained in service one hour by the

New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, who would be

guilty of such tampering with tho mails. How u it then t I

will explain.

the Law

says all obscene publications, and articles for indecent and immoral

purpose are non-mailable ; also, that no letter or circular concern

ing lotteries or other schemes to defraud, etc., shall bo carried in

tho mails ; and provides a penalty against any one who shall

dcpnt.it or cause to bo deposited any of this non-mailable matter

in the mails.

Other laws, equally binding, punish with equal severity all

persons who tamper with the mails, and especially who ehull

intercept and open a letter belonging to another.

There is no one obligation more sacredly imposed, and binding

on an employee of tho Post Office Department, than to preserve

unsullied the sanctity of the seal.

Absolute security, and rapid transit of all letters to tho party

addressed, are equally binding.

I hare always held this, tliat notwithstanding that the law says

" No obscene book shall be carried in tho mail," and that I am

sworn to sco that law enforced, yet, if I bhall stand by and see a

man do up in a scaled package, and address and put the necessary

letter ]>ostagc on, a book that I seo and know to bo oh.*.-cue, and

see him after thus sealing it put it in tho mails, neither have I, nor

has any other officer or person, a right to interfere with that book

after it is placed in the in.sido of a po.-,t office or mail receptacle.

There is but ono thing to do. It is »tal<d, and no person is

presumed to know its contents; it must go to tho office of desti

nation. A case liko this, however, has never occurred in my

experience ; so I may say tliat, if such a thing were done, all that

I as an officer could legally do, in my opinion, would 1» to go to

the office of destination with a subpoena from a United States
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Court, and as soon as the book went from the custody of the

Post Office Department into the hands of the party addressed, to

subpoena the party and book into Court. This, however, is not

practicable. How then have the hundreds of persons been

arrested for violation of these laws ? I reply.

By doing business with them, precisely as they invite the public

to do by their printed advertisements and circulars. The news

paper and the mails are the most powerful agencies these men

have, who make a business of debauching the minds, or robbing

the public. The mails go everywhere; and many newspapers

will print any advertisement for money, so long as it is not too

gross. Altogether the most dangerous fraud, is the one that

shuns the newspaper, and skulks behind the 6ecrecy of the mail.

The mails take all sealed packages that come properly addressed

and stamped. The law does not contemplate meddling with

sealed packages while in the mail in transit ; but does intend

punishing any person discovered sending any thing which Con

gress says shall not be deposited or carried in the mails, if

detected, whether sent in sealed or unsealed wrappers.

Now the fraud or smut-dealer must advertise his schemes and

wares in order to be successful ; and it is by these circulars, etc,

that the officer of the law gets his clue. A complaint comes

from some parent or teacher, that the enclosed circular (which

he sends) was received by some beloved child, and the earnest

appeal is made, "cannot something be done to suppress this

nefarious traffic i" Yes ! but how ? Are they willing to have

their child brought into Court to testify? No. The very tirst

sentence of this letter is oftentimes an appeal, not for any consid

eration to let the name of the child, or of the complainant be

known. And this we always respect.

How then are the laws enforced ? By correspondence.

Do just as the scoundrel invites you to do—send the amount

set opposite the article he has for sale as he directs, and he says

he will send the article in return. Now, we so send, following

the rules of evidence as laid down by " Greenleaf in evidence,"

and " Russell on crimes," and what do we accomplish ?
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Flnt. If what is advertised is olwecne, or unlawful, and the

scoundrel does as he says he will, we secure legal evidence of his

guilt, and then—we secure the scoundrel.

He is taken before a United States Commissioner, who exam

ines to see if there is legal evidence to prove that a crime has been

committed, and probable cause to believe the prisoner did it. If

held, the matter goes before the Grand Jury, and then before a

petit jury for trial.

On both the examination and the trial, these men can, them

selves or by counsel, bring up and ask me anything to my dis

credit. Why are not these charges brought up then? If lam

guilty of all these monstrous charges of "tampering with the

mails,*' " inducing men to commit crime," of " blackmail," etc,

why do not some of these criminals show it in open court,

before a jury! Why is it left for a "New York Pastor" to

insinuate, misrepresent, and distort facta, and do what a shyster

lawyer dare not do in court? or for tho infidel, the foo of

religion and decency, to proclaim it without proof of facts? In

a recent trial, one of tho counsel for tho prisoner asked tho judge

to charge tho jury that, by writing to these men, I had induced

tiiese men to commit a crime. The judge declined, saying there

was nothing in my letter to that effect.

Let me further illustrate and nail these lies about

" DEOOTS," " INIHVINO HEX TO COlfinT CIUMK," ETC.

In Stamford, Conn., a few years ago, a man advertised a

" Musical Album for SO cents.'' I had reasons to susjHct him,

and so wrote for the album. In reply I received, not an album,

but a circular of olfrccno books, on which wxs a slip sa; ing tho

musical album was only a pretence to enable him to send a cata

logue of his fancy IsHtks ; that if I chose to order, I should deduct

the S«l cents from the price of what I wanted and send tho

balance, and ho would forward the book. Well, I chose to order,

and then, after getting the !>ook he advertised, which proved to

be an ol*cene l>ook, I chose to arrest him and send the scamp to

jaiL Is this inducing a man to commit a crime f Never !

34
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Now, suppose here was a party advertising a musical album,

and actually doing no other business, and I bad sent money to

him, and asked him to please get me such-and-such a book and

send by mail, and had 6ent more than the price of the book, so

that he could have made a handsome profit and a bonus besides.

This is inducing a man to commit a crime, and any person who

would do such a thing and then arrest the party, should be sent

to State prison in his place. It is like the absurd charges of

" conspiracy," that the rum-seller raises against men who walk

into his place, which he keeps open for the public, and buy what

he keeps to sell in violation of law, and then prosecute him, in

order to oblige him to desist from violating the law. The rum-

soller, the smut dealer, the gambler, and the lottery men are

ghouls who fatten on the weaknesses of their fellow-men. Surely,

it cannot be a crime to prevent them from destroying fresh vic

tims, by the legal enforcement of the laws they boldly set about

to violate. And if a sworn officer of the law gives them an oppor

tunity to carry on the business which they are daily and constantly

engaged in, they must not complain. They have the stock on

hand in violation of law ; they know it is against the law ; but

they take their chances, and they sell every opportunity they get

at a profit to themselves, and they take their risks of being sharp

enough not to get caught.

The letter placed in the mails to test whether there is a thief

along a certain route of carriers, or a dishonest railway postal

clerk, or some outsider that is sending unlawful matter through

the mails, is

NOT A DECOY.

It is a test letter. Any person has a right to put a hundred

letters, or a million if he chooses, into the mails. He may take

envelopes and fill with blank papers, or he may put in marked

bills if he please, or he may write to every advertisement lie sees

in a particular paper if he take the notion ; and if he addresses

them and puts the necessary 6tamps on them, the carrier and

postal clerk must forward. Now, the fact that the thief steals

one of these letters is not a crime the party mailing the same can
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in any manner be responsible for; neither can it be held that lie

induced the thief to steal because he sent this letter. The letter

was properly in the mails, but the thief improperly took it out.

Now, the defenders of obscenity have not one word to say by way

of u protesting" against children writing to the advertisements in

newspapers, or circulars, thrust upon them by the venders of

obscene publications. No! the child may write, and these

scoundrels may advertise and set their traps for the feet of the

unwary and the ruin of the morals of our youth, all along that

great thoroughfare of communication, the mails, which lead np

into all our homes and schools ; but no sworn officer of the law

shall be allowed to do wliat these brutes seek to seduce the child

to do—write for what they have to sell— lest, percliancc, evidence

of their hellish business be secured, the scoundrel exposed, and

his monstrous traffic legally stop]HxL

I repeat, there is but one practical method of enforcing these

laws—by correnporulnice. Suppose, in the case of a jtarent send

ing a circular advertising ol>sceno books, as above deseril>ed, the

officer could prove the handwriting on the envelope, and could

further prove, by a clerk who put the letter in the mails, that the

writer of the address actually gave tlio envelope to this boy to

mail. Then, I hear soino one say, you have a complete ea*c.

N<», we liavo no case at all. There is no legal evidence to show

that the circular, which is the gist of the offence, was in the

envelope when it was mailed. The boy did not see it ; all he

knows is, that he identities its envelope as ono ho mailed. To

prove the case legally we mast bring the child into court, to provo

the circular was in the envelope when it was received. It will

thus lie seen you have no caso without the child.. There are

three reasons why tho child should not be called into court.

/•'ir*t. It would beagrov* hardship ami outrage to oblige* purr,

•wect girl to go into court to testify against a scoundrel who has

most infamously insulted her by sending tho vile circular to her.

Stri/tully. To do it would be to proclaim to the world tliat hero

is a girl who has seen olwecno things, and many mean pcoplo

would insinuate base things to her injury ; as many would say,
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l cba thing while away at school, and I know
- Well Inen'rg0t,1'h:iTe sack a thing sent unless she

nj no decent g1 ^ ^ s^n ou(. ^ujs insinuation as long as

w Tas, reader, " ^ DOt catch up with the slanderer who

, von can, ^^ &e fa name of an innocent girl,

r row t to ^ ^jjjj jje to disgrace the child, bring shame

•i jnd scandal on the home and school.

yD " ,,„ that I feel sure every decent man will endorse,

r J it is possible to secure legal evidence to punish

above o« ' ^ engaging in this cursed business, and at the

°. . ,(n-ct]y honorable course, stand between the youth

same tun , ; family and shame, and shield the home and

and disgrace, the » ;

l ml from scandal.

al of more than two hundred cases, evidence thus

, -united in the conviction of the miscreants so offend-
secured',3sreba

'D^ then with emphasis, that where an officer, in the dis-

re f )'s duty and for the purpose of properly enforcing the

° .. l0 the violators of these laws, he is not a spy, doe* not

^ t-o commit a crime, and these letters are not " decoy "

W l fters By this strictly legal method he tests and ascer-

-t *] laws are violated and who the offender is. To twist,

^>m' -vert and insinuate mean things is the occupation of

disto , ir glanderer, and beneath the position of an honor-

tha sny ^ decent citizens the public servant looks for

able pe gapport, especially after he has faithfully done his

^"fficulty a11^ one °^ tue greatest too, in the prosecution

k is that we cannot publish the facts. If we could we

°U not only sympathy, but more—an intense indigna-

C uld drive the miscreants we arrest out of any civilized

t'°n ' A father discovered, a few weeks ago, where his child

conn ry. tJ^(j by one of these men. He came for assistance

ffi and in telling over the facts he said, " I dared not pi

to our ' ^ j s]10uu 6ee tnis monster and kill him."

home

This

last ni
ne_ . , fjjj,, 0ften awakened where the facts are known.
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Suppose some person should take the catalogue of one of the

leading female seminaries in tltu land, and send by mail to each of

the young lady students a box containing a scorpion, or a venom

ous serpent, which, when the box was opened, should spring out

and sting or fasten its deadly fangB into the delicate flesh of these

fair ones. Is there any one 8i> senseless as to stop to split hairs

as to ahout how the man should be caught, and after being caught,

as to whether ho be hung by a silk cord or a grass rope ?

Suppose some person should go about some morning and drop

a deadly poison into the milk cans at the houses in one of onr ,

large cities f Would there bo much stopping to consider how the

officer should arrest him, or fault found because the officer had

cotton gloves on his hands instead of kids }

And yet, when we come to deal with the monsters that mako it a

business to collect the names and addresses of the fairest and purest

in the land, and then send secretly, unknown to teacher, parent

and "Pastor" alike, this that destroys all noble instincts, corrupts

all that is pure, cats out the virtues of youth, the innocence of

childhood, and blasts the futuie prosjjocts of the man or woman,

then the officer must not move to test this case or wruro legal evi

dence to punish the vampire, lest some one say, " it is a decoy," or

he " induces men to commit crime," etc. There is no middle

ground here. There is but one name for such folly—ignorance.

But of late, we have a new gospel, another argument, used

in the interest of the criminal and against the cause*, to wit:

That I should go to these vampires, and in a manner "childlike

and bland " inform them that they arc violating the laws, and give

them a chance to reform. This is tho latest school of ethics, and

it has some few followers. This seems too ridiculous to one

familiar with the facts.

In the first place, every man engaging in this business knows

it is against the law and guards himself against its consequences.

One party formerly issued a circular in which he said : " It is

against the law to send these things [that ho advertised on this

same circular] through the mails *"d there is a certain man,

named Cotnstock, who is after those in this business, and therefore.
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we have to be very careful,'' etc. Another instance : A villain,

sending infamous wares through the mail in Cleveland, O., in

formed me at an interview I had with him, that he could do a

big business in his line only for a certain special agent who was

after these things, and that therefore he had to be very careful

how and to whom he sent ; that he was formerly in Detroit, and

while there that — special agent (leaving off the

adjectives) came near catching him, and would have caught him,

only that he was a little too sharp for him ; but that he never

would get him, as he was posted. A moment later I called a

marshal in and did get him, and he found himself better posted.

Jn Brooklyn I found a man selling obscene cards. He kindly

volunteered the advice to me (he did not know me), that I had

better look out, as there was a fellow named Comstock around

after fellows dealing in this kind of matter, and that he would

nab me if I did not look out. He then gave me the valuable in

formation that he had been two years in this business and had

never been caught, and never would be either, as he was too

6mart for that Comstock. He was caught in about one

minute afterwards.

To go to such men as these, or even to such a one as was re

cently arrested in Nassau street, N. Y., where a large stock of

the vilest things was on hand constantly for sale, and where rich

men's sons could supply themselves, and attempt to reason with

them and tell them they are wrong, is 6imply to afford them a

good laugh at my expense after I am gone, cause them to add to

their crime by lying and saying they never were in the business ;

and make them all the more careful and shy in the future, and

render detection more difficult.

It is worse than casting " pearls before swine," and that we are

not to do.

Suppose one of this new school of protectionists should go out

some day on to a lawn where children were playing. They are

having high glee over their games, all unconscious of danger. He

sees a venomous serpent gliding noiselessly along toward them,

or perchance, unseen by these dear ones, preparing to strike iu
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deadly fangs into their tender limbs. What would be thought

of this man if lie should stop at a safe distance and address this

serpent as follows: "Good morning, Mr. SerpeutI you are a

venomous reptile, and your bite is deadly. You arc the one who

yesterday bit a beautiful child in my neighbor's yard, causing her

death after a few hours of mast terrible anguish. Now, sir, won't

you please crawl off into the next yard, and not bite any of these

children i"

Or suppose again, he should say, " You aro a very bad, ven

omous serpent, and I am justified in killing you, but that might

hurt you, so I advise you to get out of this yard at once."

And yet is this any worse twaddlo than what is proposed to do

to men, especially when they aro intelligent, who deliberately

engage in a traffic that destroys the mind, body and soul of our

youtli ?

Now suppose this man who finds the deadly serpent upon his

lawn, among his children, says not one word for or to the

children, but address himself to the snake : " Inasmuch as you

arc the serpent that destroyed my neighbor's beautiful child, and

brought desolation and lasting grief and sorrow upon li is family,

I am going to kill you unless you crawl off and hide yourself

from public view."

Is it any 1-w prepo*torom to allow a man who for years haa

secretly defied the laws of the land, to bo informed that ho haa

boon discovered, and that there are. proofs of his infamy and

instances of Lasting injury ho has done to tender youth, and

then letting him go unwhipped of justice, and leave him in tho

community to adopt new methods to evade tho laws, while lie

continues tho awful curse upon tho young!

It would be rather risky work for an officer to go to a man

suspected of dealing in these matters, and warn him. Ho would

be liable at once to the charge of an attempt ut " blackmail."

Without a full knowledge of facts an officer could not safely or

consistently move ; and with those facts, his duty is to move in

the courts, according to law.

Another mistake these men (and many good men fall into this
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error), is of supposing that every officer is a pardoning bureau.

This is not so. The officer's duty is to detect crime, and secure

legal evidence to punish offenders.

Laws are made to punish criminals, and thus restraining crime,

protect the community. The courts are guardians of the public

morals. The Judge on the bench interprets the law, holds the

scales of justice with closed eyes (or is supposed to, but some

times the eye nearest the criminal or his party gets a " leetle "'

open), and imposes sucli sentence as the case merits, after all the

facts have been laid before him.

The President of the United States, or the Governor of the

State, is the pardoning power. This seems a wise arrangement,

and I believe will best serve to secure a wholesome enforcement

of law. I accept the situation, and shall not assume the functions

of either of my superiors, however much I would like to gratify

the criminal and his friends.

But imagine the man again addressing the snake, and saying,

" I have made up my mind to kill you. Now you play around

among the children, while I go and get a pillow for your head to

rest upon, and some chloroform to make you insensible, and then

when you are thus affected, I will cut your head off."

On a par with this is the proposition that the officer must

introduce himself, or write under his own name to the criminal,

especially if it be one of these " moral cancer planters " he is

dealing with. The merchant who wants a clerk, the bank that

wants a cashier, the lady who seeks a servant, all advertise as

"A. B." or "John Smith, P. 0. Box , Post Office," or any

other name or initial they choose, in order to secure new help

without thronging the place of business or home. There are

wise reasons for this course, and no one objects. The merchant

desires to prevent the change contemplated, till arrangements are

made.

The post office laws and regulations sanction and provide for

the delivery of letters to parties, even though the address be

fictitious. Now, what commercial practice and custom sanctions,

and the law permits, is not a heinous offence for an officer of the
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law to do, when ho ia after a uew head of the hydra-headed

monster—obscene publications.

In this connection, let me add some things I condemn and have

never practiced nor permitted.

Firtit. To send money to an innocent party, or one not in the

business, for him to get unlawful matter. I send only for what

a man advertises he has for sale, and as he has it.

Si comI. To ask the party to send by inaiL I send for the

matter ho advertises, leaving him free to send by freight, by

messenger, by express, or as he chooses. If he sends by mail ho

does so at his own option and risk. He does it knowing it is

unlawful ; but he thinks he is safe, therefore he takes tho risk

of being caught.

I liave thus dwelt upon these offences, methods, objections,

etc., l>ecause the cause is one that appeals to the be.^t impulses of

the human heart. Because of ignorance many are offended. It

must needs Ihj that offences come, unless people will put them

selves in tho way of getting facts. I bow with respectful

deference to the person who honestly doubts, and who uses

rational means to secure tho facts. A mighty interest, a great

ami important cause has Ikhmi, in a measure, committed to my

hands. I have sought to execute and defend laws and measures

Decenary for tho successful carrying forward of this great work.

I have found my l»est efforts misrepresented, my good name tra

duced, the highest interc.-ts of this effort for good hindered, and

the way almost hedged up, by the misrepresentations of the Prc^s.

I have seen the intrigues of tho politician thwart tho just and

proper enforcement of laws. I have felt the keen edge of tho

assx-u-in's knife, and tho keener edgo of the slanderer's tongue.

I have seen the interests of this cause wax and wane. Through

mnr-hino and cloud, through wa-ons of depression, and sur

rounded by an atmosphere filled with tho horrors of disgusting

things, worse than dead men's bones, I have pursued tho work

(tod gave me to do. I have been called " radical," " fanatic,"

*• inquisitor," "spy," "blackmailer," "thief," " rohlier," every

thing almost that vile men could manufacture and hurl against
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me, and yet I have, by the grace of God, been sustained to this

hour ; and as I look back, I see these babbles that burst at the

touch of truth, and in them I behold the goodness of God, who

through all has sustained me ; and I now rejoice that at least some

little good has been done in His name.

These trials seem hard as we pass through them. Once by, and

they are trifles light as air, if we but bear them as we ought. It

matters little what men say. I presume this book, written to

warn, assist, protect, and help others, will share the same fate. If

so, it will be only a type of the seven years' experience, but no

argument why the book should not have been written, or the

good work have been done and still continue.

I long to say one word to young men in closing. Throughout

all the gloom, through all the trying scenes, in all the dark and

lonely paths, the blessed promises of God have sustained, cheered,

strengthened, and kept me. No brighter light shines on human

pathway, than from out the promises of His Word. No surer

guide to youth, no safer hand to lead than the hand of Jesus

Christ. And no joy of earth can compare with the conscious

ness of having done the Master's will—whatever we find to do,

doing all for God.

A safe and sure help is a prayer in the morning, that we may

please Him to-day ; ai.d then going to work, " doing with

our might whatsoever our hands find to do, as unto God, and

not unto men."

I am not perfect ; I am conscious of much that is weak and

wrong in my own life ; but I live and pray and struggle with the

, hope of some day overcoming and realizing the preciousness of

the promises in the following texts :

Eev. ii : 7.—" To him that overcometh -will I give to eat of the tree of life,

which is in the midst of the paradise of God."

Eev. ii: 11.—" Fearnone of those things which thou shalt suffer: • *

* • he thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."

Also Eev. iii : 5, 12, 21.

f Not yielding to weakness, temptation, and sin, but fighting and

praying to overcome and get the victory over our appetites, our
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passions—over temptation and sin—this is living, and doing, if

all lx> done for Christ's sake.

Tiie sentimental story paper, the dime novel, the boys and girls'

papers, the sensual weekly journals, are each in their way warring

against our youth, leading them to become vapid, sentimental, lust

ful, and criminal. The Infidel press is brooding blasphemers, and

s*vking by all in its power to turn men from Gtnl and holy

tilings against laws, against all that makes men wiser and better;

and these all exist openly. Surely then, there ought no argument

bo necessary, to defend or advocate the enforcement of laws,

designed for the protection of the morals of the young, and

which are opposed totho crimes referred to in this book. IJefore

censuring, ridiculing, or condemning, will not the public read tho

facts in this book, and then let their sympathies go witli their

judgment, toward tho prompt and effectual enforcement of these

laws I
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CHAPTER XXXI.

INSINUATIONS VERSUS REPUTATION.

A LIE LOSES NOTHING ON ITS TKAVEL8.

I feel constrained to insert this chapter, although it was not

contemplated at the outset. I had purposed to deal onlj with the

frauds, by which persons were deceived and defrauded of their

money and valuables. But as there is nothing so dear to a man

as his reputation, I feel justified in adding this chapter, in order

to open the eyes of those who are disposed to believe every thing

they see in print. As this book is made up from personal

experience, I may be pardoned, if I present in this chapter, inci

dents that are personal and have occurred while this book has

been in preparation. I cannot better illustrate and expose a

growing evil. Because I have suffered in my good name is no

reason why I should not save others, and help others bear the

attacks of the slanderer. The meanest kind of a man is the person

who, ignorant of any facts against a man's reputation, makes

statements that insinuate and imply something wrong, and in that

way takes an unfair advantage of the victim of his libels. An

open charge one can meet. An insinuation always implies more

than he who speaks it dares utter, and cannot be met without

adding an unmerited dignity to the falsehood by noticing it.

There are different grades of slanderers, and some, from their

position in society, require an answer, while others are not to be

meddled with; just as about the farm there are certain animals

which commit depredations, devour poultry, suck eggs, destroy

growing crops, etc. Of these, the fox, the weasel, the mink, the

farmer shoots on sight ; but there is another kind he gives a

wide berth. To meddle with it, is to make the air offensive, while,

if let alone, it may destroy a brood of chickens or do some slight

injury, and then quietly walk off without serious results.
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Tnc t!.indcrcr delights i:i misrepresentations, ami i.i anything

that detracts from the good name and reputation of his victim.

The following simple statement of facts, precisely as they

have recently occurred heforo the public, are carefully repro

duced here in concise form, and will illustrato the following :

I. A lie never loses anything on its travels.

II. It is easy to have matter detrimental to a man's good name,

published in respectable papere.

III. Tliese false statements are read, and create injust preju

dices against a person, in the minds of respectable people, and

thus hinder the prosperity of a good cause.

In the New York Tribune of March 1st, 1SS0, there appeared

the following card :

A.TTHOXY CoMBTOCR'S WORK.

A BArnST DOCTOR Or MVtXITY PROTESTS AdAIXST IT IX BTRONO TKIIMS.

To tie Editor of tk* Tribune :

Sir—As a citizen, a taxpayer and a clergyman, having a numerous pariah,

I wish to protest against the work of Anthony Uomstock and bis associates,

J protest against bia lottery raida, because they are bcartleaa and persecuting.

Clerks and buyers are locked up under oppressive law*, enacted br-ranao of a

popular prejudice. I hold that the bent cure for lottery gambling ia to let

buyers nirUen of the business Just aa outsiders do of atork buying, by reaping

• rnip of disappointment. At any rate do not tell ua that the t'uited State*

mail* are to be Invaded by •plea. There ia neither morality nor honesty In

•eiiing nmney in lottery offices. To give it to the poor aarora of the method*

of oM-time English footpads wbo robbed from tbe rich and gained aafety by

subsidizing the poor.

I protest against the wholo system of apiea and tbe lying thereby enacted.

It la • disgrace to try to commit the Church to tbeae method*. If it be a

crime to appeal to the cupidity of the wicl.cd and cheat them under promise

of gain in investing in lotteries, etc., is it not equally a crime to appeal to the

cupidity of t!ie wicked by pretending to be a bona fide buyer of a ti< kel only

to lead the seller to ruin t

I protest against tbe pretentions and futile ralda on disreputable bouses

which only disturb public morality by lifting the curtain and dropping it

after the Innocent have seen. Well might a fallen woman say, " Tliey raid

as or they tell its to leave our business. If we promise to reform, Christiana

pray over na, sing to us; out of meetings, shun ua. We get only hymns,

slights and hunger. Our associate* lu sin and death are oar only true fncixlo.

To leave our present life is drudgery or hanger. There U no way fur a fallen

woman to get np and bock."
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Why is not some method devised to stop tho fall beforehand, and to recover

the weak girl by offering her a home and work such as she could do, such a*

she did before the fall t She tries to reform, and nine cases out of ten &lie is

asked to go to heavy domestic service to compete with the brawny Irish emi

grant.

I protest against the law and the proceedings under them of Anthony Com-

Btock, wherein ho attempts to regulate and prohibit the sale of certain things

hitherto commended by prudent physicians as harmless and yet invaluable to

sickly and overburdened mothers. I am aware of the fact that some of those

who have favored these prohibitions, buy and use what they denounce.

Common sense is a jewel, and there ought to be laws, if we are going to iD-

vado tho privacy of homes, to discourage the bringing into existence of weak

lings ; also to guard the mothers from burdens that prevent them from caring

for the children they have.

Finally, I protest against the obscene, so-called, "exhibitions" given by

the said Comstock. Hundreds of clergymen, deacons and other men have

been invited to see the tools, pictures and such things that this man lias

forcibly taken from the owners. Not only have these degrading thing* been

frequently shown to large gatherings of men, but scores have been invited tn

private views. These shows have been given frequently for years. "The

elect" behold them ! The pretence is that this will awaken public opiuion

against them. Very well. Let us hold to the line. If gathering men to look

at them will make them hate them let us have them on sale for men every

where. I deem the whole thing impertinent folly ; as a remedy, shabby ; in

the light ofjustice, dishonesty and fraud ; in the line of government, the set

ting up of a dangerous precedent and the establishing of principles that un

dermine our liberty and put us back toward despotism.

A New York Pastor.

New York, Febrnary 12, 1880.

This was a cowardly onslaught on another man's reputation,

and all the more infamous because, as will be seen in its author's

own published apology, he intended to attack me not as a

man open and frank, but he says : " It was intended to make the

nom de plume ' so general and indefinite ' as to point to no par

ticular person, and yet indicate the profession of the writer."

Is that the calling of a " Pastor," or the right use of tho posi

tion we all respect, of a Minister ? It is because of this gentle

man's position that his case is noticed ; and further, and over all

other reasons, because he is unjust and uncharitable, and persists

in not knowing facts, that it has become necessary for the writer

to so present them. *
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I am unwilling to do this gentleman an injustice, and, there

fore, as I am the one injured and misrepresented, I am also

conscious of being right, and hence, I can afford to be liberal. I

have no doubt that the "New York Pastor" thought at that

time he was doing a right tiling. IIo had been deceived, for if

he had known the facts, and not the convict's side of the 6tory,

he would never have " protested against the work of Anthony

Comstoek and his Association." If he had responded to the fol

lowing invitation, ho could have learned the facts. I did two

things to afford him an opportunity to inform himself.

Fir>t, I called upon Mr. Whitelaw Rcid, of the Trihunt, and

asked for the Pastor's name. Ho politely informed mo that to

give it was against the rules of the office, and asked what I

wanted it for. I replied that this gentleman was misinformed

and some one had deceived him, and that I would be glad to fur-

ni.-h him an opportunity to investigate fully for himself.

Mr. Ilcid wrote the Pastor for permission to give me his name,

and received the following reply.

I want under the general rale of yonr office to continue unknown. There

ia an effort to make thin personal, that dors not argue tlie question. I do not

know Mr. Comstwk. I don't want to meet him. There is a wi«le-sprcad feel

ing among good people that the teal of his organization ia working on towarda

persecution. I think a dignified protest in order. I hare tried to make It. I

don't want lo pnraue the matter further. If yon allow him to reply I hope

yon will keep him in the strict lino of fairness and propriety.

If such a " wide-spread feeling" exists it is l>ecause of false

hoods, base insinuations and tui-rvpivsentatiotis that the slanderer

has uttered, and not from actual facts or deeds done to our dis

credit.

Secondly, failing to secure the name of the author of the al>ove

libel, I addressed each of the Ilaptixt clergymen of the city, a

letter, copy of which I present in full.

New Yoax, March 5th, l-Ki.

tttn:

Itur Sir—I hare the honor to ask if yon will please inform me If yon are

the antbor of a letter published in the New York TVi»«»» of the 1st Inst.,

signed a "New York Pastor f" If so, will yon kindly select three gentlen
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who shall be fair-minded and unbiased, and allow mo to go before these three

gentlemen with you, and you submit any and every evidence you may have

bearing upon any act of mine, to these gentlemen, for them to decide, after

they shall hear both sides, whether I am right or wrong in the course I have

pursued under my oath of office.

Further, I will cheerfully place at your disposal the Record containing the

particulars of every case 1 have passed upon. If they shall find me wrong let

them denounce me. If you are wrong, you to publicly apologize for tlie gross

charges and insinuations in the card referred to.

Nothing in this letter is personal, but is sent to all alike in the name of

truth, justice, and morality. Believe me,

Very trnly yours,

Anthony Comstock.

Receiving kind and cordial replies from nearly all, save the

supposed " New Tork Pastor," I wrote him the following letter,

which is presented in full, because of his subsequent action, and

references to these two letters.

NEW YORK, March 24th, 1880.

Rev.

Dear Sir—On the 5th inst. I addressed a letter to you in reference to an

article published by a "New York Pastor" in the Tribune. In this letter I

asked, if you were the author of that communication. This was a general

letter addressed to all of the Baptist clergymen of this city. Failing toreceive

a reply from you and thinking perhaps that my letter may have miscarried,

I would respectfully ask a reply to this, and also if you know who the author

of the published letter in the Tribune is! If so, will you have the kindness to

communicate the fact to me t

It has been intimated to me that you know the author of that letter. If so,

will you extend to the gentleman in question, a most pressing invitation from

me, to appear before the officers of this Society and make a statement of his

grievances to them in my presence T

In simple justice to my cause first, and afterwards on my own personal

behalf, I make this request.

Yours &c,

Anthony Comstock.

Instead of accepting the open and frank offer in my letters, or

replying, as all the othergentlemen had done, on April 5th, 1S80,

after these false accusations and insinuations had stood against

my good name for more than a month, the following was pub

lished in the Tribune:
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Akthovt CoMSTocCa Work.

the xurr. ml w., pastor op the crubcii, rkkkr* n> uu pirsi letter

THAT RAWED A BREEZE AMONG HIS fELLOW-CLEBO^Ttr-N.

7b lie Editor of The Tribune : ,

Sir— Some time since there appeared in your paper an article signed " A

New York I'aator." It waa intended to make the nom de plume "so general

and indefinite" aa to point to no particular person, and yet indicate the pro

fession of the writer. I am advised that an odious interpretation haa been

pat on part of that article in some quarters, that ita authorship baa been

attributed to different individuals, and further, tbat it haa been coiutrued to

Rive aid anil comfort to certain offenders wbo ought not to bo ]teniiitt<<l to

claim lor a day tbat tbey hare an unknown religious teacher aa their cham

pion.

In view of these facts, and also because part of said communication, by

somewhat mixed, sweeping conclusions, does injustice impliedly to some very

worthy persons, I see no course left open to me but to say frankly 1 am re

sponsible for that letter, having procured ita publication.

I hail supposed that at this time the Society for the Prevention of Vice waa

managa-d by a single individual, but I learn that it is backed and controlled

by many very worthy men, whose character is a warrant for upright doing.

I regret it if my article has injured tliem in any way. Of Mr. Comstock (

claim to know nothing, except as concerns bis public acts. 1 never saw him

except once, and that waa years ago. I have no personal issue with him. I

hare no reason to suppose that lie does not act according to taw and hia oath

of office. I Judge that he acts conscientiously as he viewa hia duty.

My intention was chielly to criticiso those laws nnder which be acta. I do

not believe a " s|Hiiul officer" should be permitted by law to exercise judicial

functions, and at will seize suspected letters in transit through the mails.

This should be done rarely, and only for high causes on the particular order

os* a competent Court. I oppose tlic seizing of money in a lottery office to

feed the poor. If it cannot be returned to the sender, let it alone. The law

authorize* seizing It, but I do not believe Christian ethics do. I do not lw-

lieve that the Church can consistently countenance the acting or telling an

antmth to catch even a willing law-breaker. I do not believe Mr. Com-

etork's society ought to expect the Church to approve the paying of a bad

man for his wares, thus iuduciug him to commit* crime in order to secure bis

conviction.

I see no profit nor propriety in displaying obscene trophies) to anyone in

order to stimulate public opinion against vice. This latter is largely a ques

tion of taste on whirh good men differ. I beg to waive the discuiuiiin of one

ether point, merely aaying that fairness will not fun e an unintended eon-

■trortUm on words meant to guard against a nameless crime fearfully in

creasing among the half-crazed and over-burdened.

Of the rest of my letter I would say it had no application to the society

35
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mentioned or its agents, except as to a part of the conclusion ; and that ra

too sweepiog. I believe the above society has accomplished much good. A»

the father of a growing family, I am interested deeply in every means for iu

protection, and must be heartily in accord with every proper effort to suppress

vice.

Finally, in order that this communication may have its fnll force, I desire

to say that no one asked, advised, nor procured it. No one except the editor

of The Tribune had any sure means of determining the writer of the former

article. Neither did the writer lay himself liable to any possible pressor*

other than his sense of justice. Regardless of consequences, I admit cheer

fully, from a sense of perceived duty, the wrong done by some of my former

hasty sentences, at the same time maintaining the opinions reaffirmed, un

popular though they be. I bow to the castigation in store for him that gets

into print over his own signature on controverted subjects, and leave my pie*

to the judgment of my friends and all fair-minded men. A. S. W.*

New York, April 3, 1880.

Here, we have a minister of the gospel, dealing in the meanest

kind of insinuations, which he must have known would reflect

upon the reputation of a man he did not know. But if his

victim is allowed to reply, he hopes " he will be kept in the strict

line of fairness and propriety." This is good ! He evidently did

not intend me to follow his example. Take a few of his protests,

charges, and insinuations, and examine them by themselves, and

see how sharply and cunningly he has drafted them. " I protest

against the work of Anthony Comstock and his associates." We

do not complain at this. To protest is every man's right. Our

work is the legal enforcement of laws that are designed to

protect the morals of the youth in the community. He thus

arrays himself against this work ; but in whose interest ? Not

of youth and children debauched, but on the side and in the in

terest of their debauchers. He may not have designed this ; but

there he is. " I protest against his lottery raids, because they are

heartless and persecuting." Here is a charge. But as I have been

* It will be observed that this person does not hesitate to use my name,

and place it in print before the public. Conscious of my integrity, I do not

seek to punish him, or revenge myself, but rather vindicate my good name.

I therefore omit his name. Those who have seen the card and interviews

know who is meant, and others shall not know it from me ; neither will I

perpetuate his name in connection with this offence by naming him here.
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present at each arrest or raid, I, from personal knowledge, say

this is not true, as none but guilty men liavo been arrested, and

they always legally. It is neither " heartless nor persecuting " to

legally enforce laws against gambling hulls ; and all lotteries are

gambling, and odious gambling.

" At any rate, do not tell us tltat the United States mails are to

be invaded by spies." This is an insinuation. It implies some

thing wrong. An officer who legally discharges his duty, and

detects crimes in the post office department, is no more a spy

than the Chief of Police or Sheriff. To correspond with the

men who are violating the laws (to detect their crimes and bring

them to justice), precisely as they invite the public to do, is not

" invading the mails ;" nor is it any more just, to cliarge that the

officer who dews his duty, under his oath of office, is a spy.

" If it be a crime to appeal to the cupidity of the wicked, and

cheat them under promise of gain in investing in lotteries, etc.,

ia it not equally a crime to appeal to the cupidity of the wicked

by pretending to be a bona file buyer of a ticket only to lead

the seller to ruin ?"

Another crazy insinuation, absurd ! preposterous 1 The officer

who secures legal evidence by which to enforce the laws, com

pared to the blackleg that runs one of these gambling hells, or the

sharper that runs one of these lottery swindles 1 Pray, what of

the wife and children of the victim of the gambler's deceit and

robliery I Is there no law to shield them f Why not one single

bint, or at least a protest, in the interests of families ruined and

youth cursed ?

He protests against the " pretentions and futilo raids on disre

putable houses." What makes these raids futile I From what

class are these plagne-sjx>ts recruited ? City dens of infamy, which

you are so tender of, " Pastor," are recruited largely from the

homes of tho country—by young girls—by somebody's daughters,

some person's Iicloved sister and child ; and these raids are futile

becauso well-dressed and would-be reputable men support and

protect these dens. Would you give them free license to exist

and thrive f I say, crush them out by tho iron heel of tho law
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and by every legal measure, even though every " pastor " in the

land protests. If there were no dens, girls could not occupy

them y neither could our young men throng them.

" I protest against the laws and proceedings under them of An

thony Comstock, wherein he attempts to regulate and prohibit

the sale of certain things hitherto commended by prudent physi

cians." * * "I am aware of the fact that some of

those who have favored these prohibitions buy and use what they

denounce." The laws he protests against prevent the abortionist

selling, or sending his vile incentives to crime through the mails.

The insinuation of what he " knows," printed in this connection,

is beneath the contempt of the meanest man living.

I have a protest in this connection. I protest against any

decent citizen, arraying himself on the side of the abortionist

and against these laws, until we are able to accomplish what we

have long fought for—the prevention of the smut dealer and

abortionist from sending their incentives to crime to the youth in

our schools and seminaries. In my judgment, based on my seven

years' experience, these things indiscriminately circulated lead to

the ruin of more young women, dragging them from the home

circle to fill the dens of infamy this "pastor" does not want to

see raided, than any other cause. Evidently this pastor is either

crazy, stupidly ignorant, a very bad man at heart, or else he has

a very poor way of expressing himself so as to make people under

stand his meaning. .

Then his last sweeping protest against "obscene exhibitions."

He was never in my office ; he misrepresents and misstates the

facts. Never has an exhibition such as he insinuates been made.

There is a record kept of every case, and when the officers of this

Society are present, or some person interested in some case calls,

these records are consulted, but never from prurient curiosity, and

not frequently. In his apology, he insinuates, that special officers

seked letters in the mails that are suspected as being violation of

laws. I never knew such a thing to be done. It would be a

violation of law, and certainly it would not be safe for me or any

other officer to do such a deed, as it would be sure to cost us our
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one before a jury in the trial of a prisoner, and oar positions in

the Post Office Department. There is not a better postal service

in the world, nor one where a person's mail is more sacredly

jruarded from all meddling than our service. Look at the con

stant detection and punishment of dishonest employees of the

Port Office Department I What docs this argue ! Watchfulness

and zeal for the people—a perfect system.

I hare specified these things, because of the persistent effort of

this pastor to assail my acts and reputation in this underhand and

malicious manner, and because he persists in not knowing the

facts, and yet continues his base slanders. I cannot but feel that

he is deceived by ex-convicts and smut dealers, whom he is so un

fortunate as to know and associate with.

On the 21>th of June, 18S0, the following appeared in the New

York Sun : •

A PKJCACIIEB'S V1KW OF COMSTOC*.—THK BAPTIST MINISTER* RKTUSX TO

PASS A RESOLUTION ADVKK8K TO TU* AOKNT.

The Baptist Ministers' Conference met yestonlay in 9 Murray street, for the

lact time before the annual summer vacation of two months. The Essay of

the day waa by the Rev. J. J. Brower, of the North Baptist Church, in this

city. The eaaay waa on the early days of the Conference, from about I KM) to

about 1S40, when the ministers met with long pipe* and " to the winda blue

Monday eent." Before the Essay waa read, the Rev. Dr. A. 8. W., of

the—— Church, in West street, asked permission to speak to •

resolution which he held in Ilia band. Permission was unanimously given.

I>r. W. haa been known as the author of a litter in which he sharply criti

cised the methods of Anthony Coinstoek aa agent for the Society for the Sup

pression of Vice. The letter waa denounced in open session of the Conference,

on the day after it appeared, aa contrary to the views of the majority of the

Baptist ministers in and near New York City. To give the ministers some

notion of the nature of his work, Anthony Corastock was invited to read an

rasay before them, and an essay was read before the Conference on May'JSid

lost. It was some weeks before it leaked out that Dr. W. was the author

of tbr letter.

Dr. W. was pale when he stood before the ministers yesterday, but th»

paper in bis hand did not tremble, nor did his voice wa\er. He said that

since the publication of the letter, and the opposition that it hod aroused

among his brethren be hod been too busily engaged in other affairs to come

hrfnre the Conference and face Comstnck's statements. Comstock bad de-

ajoameed the letter and aaid that ita view of his work waa like that taken by

a criminal who bad felt the band of the Society for the Prevention of Yioa.
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Dr. W. said that he did not look at Comstock's 'work through the eyes of

a criminal. He looked at it throngh the eyes of Judge Gildersleeve. Com

stock took some woman before Judge Gildersloeve, and it was shown in the

trial, that Comstock had paid the women at a low hannt $1-4.50 to be in

decent, and after viewing the sight for two hours had taken tbem before

Judge Gildersleeve who held that Comstock was a participator in the crime.

The speaker named private citizens who agreed with him as to the immorality

of Comstock's work, and added in a sarcastic tone : " Oh yes, it's all right to

go to young men and say, ' Buy obscene pictures and we will pay you for your

trouble.' " You should write a new beatitude, " Blessed are ye when ye usr

all manner of deceit and turpitude to get others to do wrong, who when they

get a chance will snatch you bald headed." Then Dr. W. read the following

resolution, which he said ho hoped to see voted on and passed :

Resolved, That the vote of thanks given by this Conference to Anthony

Comstock for his Essay, be not understood as an approval of all of bis work

us an Agent of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, or as an approval «rf

the gross and covert attack on one of the members of this body of Ministers.

The Rev. Amon G. Lawson, of the Greenwood Baptist Church, w;us on his

feet in an instant. He hesitated to shut off debate on any subject before the

Conference, he said, because this was not a Baptist custom, but he felt com

pelled to move an indefinite postponement of the resolution. Half a dozea

Ministers seconded the motion, and Dr. \\\, who had begun to talk hur

riedly to the Rev. Dr. Miller, of Greenpoint, turned toward the Rev. Mr. Law-

son and said, " I consent, I can stand it as well as you can. I got my say,

that was all that I wanted."

The motion to postpone was unanimously carried. Dr. W. immediately

went from the room and the house.

He says, " I had my say, and that was all I wanted."

Here, then, we have a foul slander uttered publicly, as coming

from a clergyman. He neither denies its authenticity, nor af

fords his victim a chance to show him tliat he is misinformed.

Now what are the facts ? I stand by the facts in each of my

cases, whether they are disagreeable or no. There are often ex

ceedingly disagreeable duties for a man to perform. The break

ing up of this don referred to was one of the most trying duties

I ever had to discharge. The facts are as follows :

Numerous complaints came to our office against a most dis

gusting and obscene exhibition that was given by beastly women,

to the ruin of hundreds of thoughtless young men. These exhibi

tions wore given almost nightly. At first, I felt such a disgust

and abhorrence at the descriptions I received in these complaints,
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that I was inclined to bo cowardly and not act. My conscience, my

whole being aa a man cried out against this cowardice. I knew

well what it would cost me. I humbly and earnestly prayed for

grace to do my duty, and then I went forward. The first es

sential to a successful effort is legal evidence. The momentous

question then arose how to get it f There was but one legal way.

That was to get it legally. To do it, some one must see this ex

hibition in order to prove what it was, and identify the parties

carrying it on. I could not send young men there ; to do that

would ltave been dastardly, after I liad been informed of its

character. I could not make a strong case without most positive

proof, as it is difficult to conceive of anything more horrible.

For two years this place had existed and thrived in the rear of

the 15th Precinct Police Station, the yards adjoining. Conse

quently I could not go there for help. What then f I went to

the Mayor's squad and selected six of the truest and best men I

knew on the Police force—some of them Christian men. Wo

visited this den, and I saw the party who kept the house, and so

doubtful was I of the truth of what I had heard, before any

thing else I asked if exhibitions were given there f This

matron replied, " Oh yes. This has been the headquarters for

more than two years. There are six exhibitors, and a regular

programme, and the performance lasts about an hour." Sho

further informed us, " that some of the exhibitors were absent,

but that it would mako no difference, as llt« same j>nxjramma

was always enacted." Ilcro then I had official and reliable in

formation from the mouth of the proprietress of this exhibition,

that it wwW, as it had done for tiwrt than two y<-ttr» previous,

and with a rfjular programme. Here then is a pit-fall for the

feet of young men ! Shall I close it ? Here is a hell-trap for the

souls of our youth ! Shall I allow it to exist \ Here is an exhi

bition given by women that beggars description—so gross that

even a reference to it brings a blush.—Shall it continue ? No !

no! By all tliat is in us as men, no! But, you will be maligned,

and blackguarded in court, you will l>o attacked in a vilo man

ner by the press, your enemies will say mean things of you.
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Yes, I knew all that. I have been through all that many timeft.

But if it had been told me that a Minister of the Gospel would

have assailed me, as has been done in the foregoing article, I

would have declared, no, it is impossible ! But I see " all things

are possible."

After securing a corroboration of the truth of the complaint,

would I be worthy of the confidence of good men if I had

turned my back on this den and allowed it to exist? No!

There was but one thing left. Close this hell-hole up at once,

by all means ! you say. Not so fast. The vilest have rights.

Whatever an officer of the law does, he must do legally. First

get the evidence, and then forward. After getting further light

from this proprietress, we then did precisely as those frequenters

of the vile exhibition formerly known as the " Black Crook,'"

(that sent thousands of youthful souls to perdition,) did ; we paid

our admission fee, and went into the hall where the performance

was nightly given. Here we, sworn officers of the law, remained

sufficiently long to secure two things, and no longer; to wit :

First.—Legal evidence of an indecent exhibition.

Second.—Proofs that there was a regular programme regularly

enacted.

Having obtained these, I immediately went out, and hav

ing secured the keeper of this den first (and one thing that

delayed was, that she had gone over to one of her other dens of

infamy, for she had two or three in this precinct), we arrested

the occupants of this hell-hole. The principal was held for trial

on a complaint for " keeping a disorderly house." The exhibit

ors, for an " indecent exhibition."

Not one cent was paid any person except the regular fee to

enter this exhibition room, and this to the owner and not to the

exhibitors ; and we had no legal right to interfere until we had

legal evidence, or right to enter till we had purchased admission.

Now what of the trial that Mr. W. says he takes his cue from.

There was no such action taken, or word uttered by Judge

Gildersleeve, as Mr. W. is charged with saying. The exhibitors

had been jointly indicted with the keeper of the house, "for
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keeping a disorderly house," instead of "for an indecent exhibi

tion," as the complaint specified, upon which they had been

arrested and held for trial.

Here let me add, that I had reliable information tliat one, at

least, of these exhibitors had previously served a sentence of one

year in the penitentiary for the same offence.

The Assistant District Attorney, of course, had to nolle prose

qui the indictment against the exhibitors, and then, although the

case had closed so far as the testimony went, ho asked an adjourn

ment in the caso of the principal. He then camo into court the

next day, and stated he had been informed that it was a con

spiracy to injure the Captain of Police of that precinct. I, in

open court, declared such a statement false. I had, the previous

day, asked him to call some of the officers of that precinct to

prove that this was a disorderly house. He said no, that the

case was fully made out, and yet the jndge granted a motion the

next day, made by this officer, to dismiss. The motion waa

granted, on the ground that the Assistant District Attorney had

moved it, because, as ho said in open court, if this woman ia

convicted, charges might be preferred against the captain of this

precinct and he bo dismissed. The court ruled it was the duty

of the courts to protect the police, and the case waa dismissed.

These are facta within my own knowledge, as I was present ; and

all the records of our Society and witnesses prove tlio same

thing.
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CHAPTEK XXXII.

EVSLNUATIONS VERSUS EEPUTATION.—Continued.

The following report shows what Mr. W. was troubled about :

[Examiner and Chronicle, March 25, I860.]

Mr. Anthony Comstock occupied the hour at the Ministers' Conference on

Monday, and his doiug so was one of the fruitsof the ridiculous attacks made

on him and his work through the Tribune, hy a reputed " Baptist Dr. of

Divinity." Mr. Comstock vindicated both himself and his -work, in a way

that brought conviction and enthusiasm to the hearts of all present. They

not only gave him the warmest demonstrations of satisfaction as he passed

along, but gave him also, at the close of his statement, a hearty vote of

thanks for the work he is doing. The meeting was very large and the vote

was unanimous.

A few days later in another paper appeared the following :

ANTHONY'S WICKED WAYS.

The Alleged Manner is which He Entrapped Messrs. Sabix & Sox.

Bev. A. S. TV. describes Tony's various methods. Mis ignominious ejection from

a jury room.

A reporter called on the Rev. A. S. W. last evening, and interviewed him

on several cases of persecution undertaken by Comstock.

" Will you first tell me what you know about the Sabin case V the repre

sentative asked.

" Well, sir, that is a very delicate matter to handle indeed. Mr. Sabin is a

very old and dear friend of mine, and a member of my congregation. By

giving you all the particulars of the prosecution his case might be prejudiced.

However, I don't suppose that there will be auy harm in relating the outline

of the case.

" In the first place, you must remember that Mr. Sabin was one of the wit

nesses in the Heywood trial. He went on the stand and testified that the

book was not properly called obscene. Anthony Comstock never forgave

him this, a fact the sequel has fully provod.

" Now Mr. Sabin himself is as honorable, upright and moral a man as ever

trod on God's earth, and Anthony well knew that all the decoys in the world

would never succeed in leading him astray. So what did the agent of the
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Society for the Suppression of Vice do f Up detailed his man ftritton to work

upou Mr. Subin's son, a young ami comparatively inexperienced man, and to

indure him to commit himself.

••• Uritton one day watched his opportunity while the elder Sabin waa ont,

and entering the bookstore, engaged in conversation with Sabiu'a son. Ho

told him that be (Uritton) needed a few illustrated ribald books as curios

ities, such as ' ,' for instance; merely to study the prints, be

added. The young man ownred the customer that no such books were in the

store, upon which Britton begged him to procure them, promising to pay a

good price. More to oblige the man thun from any other motive, young Sabiu

promised to do bis beat in the matter, and without telling his father, who be

knew would object, ho obtained the obscene books from some third parties,

and sent them to the address Uritton had left. The following day Anthony

Comstock, on the strength of Britton's affidavit, caused the elder Habiu's

arrest. As yon see, this prosecution is the outcome of an infernal conspiracy

to ruin the reputation of an honorable firm. Poor Mr. Sabin waa greatly

broken down by it all, I assure you."

" Were no obscene books ever sold by that Arm prior to this event V

" No, sir, I can warrant that no obscene books ever left the hands of Mr.

Sabin, or even of his son, before Britton's decoy letter."

" Could you now tell me why and by whom Anthony Comstock was ejected

from a jury room some time agof"

" You are referring to the Haxter case, air. Mr. Baxter waa a Urge furni

ture dealer, who for something or other had aroused Mr. Comstock's ire. This

induced the latter to act Britton on the track looking for heads of indict

ment. In the meanwhile Baxter got into pecuui.iry difficulties, and waa

arrested fur fraudulent bankruptcy. While the cose was bciiy tried, Anthony

Comstock made his way in the jury room, and attempted to prejudice the jury

* In this rase Mr. Britton is mentioned. Who is this person thus libeled and

outraged f He is a young man, I think not as old as either of the Sabin anna.

The one of tender years, that Mr. W. would have it appear is young and un

sophisticated, is about six feet tall, twenty-eight years of age and has been in

basilicas for years. He is older than Mr. Britton.

Mr. Uritton is a young man of humble parentage, born and reared, nnder

very unfavorable circumstances, in New York. He has been a special agent

of this Society for more than five years, and iu that time ha* never once shown

the white feather. He la brave and fearless, sharp and shrewd, and because

be cannot be bought, sold or frightened off, aud has been loyal to tins cause,

ha must neola share the fate of every faithful officer, be maligned, mlarepre-

svnted and denounced. 1 have seen many unjust and infamous attarks mail*

■pan him, and be haa been slandered and maligned, v Hilled, lied aloul, and

called mean names, but bo stands, to-day, above those who have traduced

him. lie has rendered valuable assistance, and Is entitled to kind considera

tion, and his service to recognition, by the public he has so long sened.
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against the prisoner, in order to be able to secure bis subsequent conviction

more easily. My trustee being the Foreman of the Jury, lie summarily <li*-

missed Comstock with a warning not to put in an appearance again on ih#

spot."

" Who was that gentleman T"

" Well, I prefer concealing his name at present, as I do not know whether

ho would be willing to let it be published. He is not in New York city now,

but in the country."

" Do you intend to continue your campaign against Comstock f

" I certainly do, and will bring up enough evidence to crush him in the eyes

of the Baptist community, before the Conference meets again."

With these words the Rev. gentleman, who is a middle-aged man, with a

frank open countenance, put on his hat to go out on a visit.

He assured the reporter before leaving that he would always be ready to

give all the particulars he might learn concerning Anthony Comstock.

Of all the obscene and infamous things I have ever seen in all

the 24 tons of matter seized, and that has passed through niv

hands, I have never seen more beastly and infamous matter,

than is contained in the first book purchased in Sabins store,

the same being parodies on "Rock of Ages" and the Long

Meter Doxology.

Here are charges, insinuations, conclusion of facts by this

pastor, with not one single line of truth in them. I have read

and reread it several times, and I will challenge him, or any one

else, to prove one single one of his accusations against me as true.

Here are two criminals defended by a " New York Pastor " by

the use of basest misstatements and falsehoods.

I hold myself ready to prove the absolute falsity of these

statements in both cases in most positive manner. It is enough

to say that when Sabin Sons were arrested, over 500 of the

grossest books and pictures were found in their possession, were

seized, and are now in the hands of the proper officer, as evi

dence. The book Mr. W. refers to was not purchased til!

the third lot of obscene stuff was purchased. Mr. W.'s " honor

able " and " very old dear friend of mine " said to me, after

ho had positively denied that any such matter was ever in his

store, that " you would be surprised at the standing and position

of men who come in here and buy these things just for their

own use." This was after I had seized the stock, which was
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after his 6olemn declarations, that there was no such article in the

atorc.

I never knew that Baxter was ever tried for Fraudulent

Bankruptcy, and was never near a jury room in his, or any other

case of any name or nature, as above charged.

The officers of The New York Society for the Suppression of

Vice invited Mr. W. to appear beforo the Executive Committee

July 6, and make good his charges. He declined to do so unless

permitted to come with his counsel, and failed even with his

counsel to appear.

What a spectacle! a "New York Pastor," a " D.D.*' and

" taxpayer,'' making statements affecting a man's reputation and

good name, and afraid to meet that man face to face. If he is

the good citizen he professes to be, his duty is to prove these

charges ; if an honorable man, he will make no charges publicly

he cannot prove privately ; if ho has been falsely represented by

these papers, he owes it to himself to set himself straight, and not

to allow his position as a minister, to be used as a cloak fur the slan

ders and libels container) in these published utterances. As a

Minister of the Gospel, his proper position is on the side of de

cency, morality, and moral purity.

On the. 7th day of July I sent him the following letter :

New York, July 7, !*•«.

Bav. A. 8. W. :

Sir—Several months ago yon took occasion, aa a " New York Pastor," In

attack my reputation ami bring discredit on our work In doing tin* you

arrayed yourself (and the Baptist denomination aa far as yon could I against

tbe work of tliia Society, and on the aide of the abortionist, the Tender of

obscene matter, and the gambling hell.

Tbe 11aptint Denomination, through the Monday Ministers' meeting of

March 23d, practically by a unanimous vote, refused to endorse your o*«aulta,

and did rndome the work of this Society and its ageuta.

About tlnit lime, I made an offer in the brnadext manner to you, to fumlali

you every opportunity to ascertain the facta In any case in this office, and

a farther offer to have a Committee appointed to whom all tlie facta should

be submitted—we to abide by their decision. Neither of those offers you

accepted then or since; but you were obliged publicly, over your right

name, to apologite in tbe TWeess of April 5, InrO.

The last Monday in Jane, you saw fit to again traduce my C°od name and
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reputation, by a most atrocious attack, and, as I am informed by the New

York Sun report of what you said, you there made statements that are abso

lutely untrue, and insinuations that are as base as they are false.

Since then you have been interviewed by a paper, that from its start, has

publicly defended criminals, and attacked tbo officers of this Society most

grossly. If this interview is correctly reported, you again assail me with the

grossest misstatements, and I now renew my offer to go before a committee of

five prominent men, two to be chosen by you, two by myself, and they four to

choose a fifth; or else before the Baptist ministers publicly; or else before the

Executive Committee of this Society ; and there you shall make good your

charges and insinuations, or else you shall fully and publicly apologize.

A Christian minister is not justified iu attacking any person in the unchar

itable manner in which you have assailed my reputation, unless he has heard

both sides and knows what ho is saying to be true.

Now, sir, will you meet me like a man, and meet the issue flat and square,

not behind my back and over an alias, but face to face, with fact*, and not

the slander of the convict or smut dealer T

At your service for the truth,

Anthony Comstock.

On the 14th of July I received this answer :

N. Y., July 13, 1S30.

Mr. Anthony Comstock :

Dear Sir —Your abusive letter is at hand. As your address before the Con

ference and your former letters, it is characterized by misstatements. You

KNEW, when you penned your last, that I was incorrectly reported in recent

papers. If you wrote the last, as I believe you did the other two letters, in a

round-about style, for purposes of decoy, permit me to say that you waste time

pursuing that lino with "your humble servant." You may think as you said

before the ministers, that I "see your work through th» eyes of a criminal."

" must be a fool," " an ass," etc., etc. Bnt I assure yon you will live to find

your generous opinions at fault. What I said is susceptible of being reproduced

with certified exactitude, and for the same I hold myself responsible. No

more, no less. Now, sir, I accept your challenge contained in your _/!;•«! Utter.

Being backed by men better than either of us, I willingly meet the issue as

you requested. While I am one willing to ask pardon of a sick mouse, if

justice demanded it, I might as well suggest to you that I am not moved by

bluff! Do not try it any more. Say also to those friends who with you

decided that "something must be done to silence that minister at all hazard*,

and that swiftly," that that can be easily done, but not by the machinery

applied to criminals, and which, from force of iudiscriminating habit, you so

naturally employ. I am glad you appreciate open, frank, " flat square " action

when your own rights are involved. God help you to pursue such lines more

while hounding out the erring! My record on tho anti-vice matter is well

known, and docs not rest on your offensive statement of my position. I have
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•jvnkrn to thouiuinds at Sea Cliff, on Fourth of July occasions, to my own ron-

grv-gation, and elsewhere, commending in highest tfrnu the aims of your

Society. When you were ont, my voice was ruined to denounce what I then

believed to be an outrage. That I and multitude* of good men now detent the

arstctn of decoying pursued is not wonderful. YOU KNOW my position at

present in regard to your work. You seem wt to force a tight with me, I suppose

for the uke of notoriety ; I shall rejoice in being a martyr at your hand* for so

good a cause as I advocate. Yon can excel me in epithet, I agree ; but, sir,

yon must in future use gentlemanly terms in writing to mo, or else I'll "tell

your executive committee" to appoint Homebody else to write to me.

Now, sir, seeing through you and yours in this crusade, I subscribe myself,

Yours for tho truth, in peace, or war, as you may elect,

A- 8. W.

I then addressed the following letter in the hope of bringing

this u Pastor" to his senses, and showing him how wrong and

unjust he was, at the same time desiring to afford him tho fullest

opportunity to make good his accusations against me, to which

he replies, by wanting to know, if I said something about him in

a certain paper. With these letters we drop his correspondence,

with a renewed offer for him to come to tho front with J~act«% it

ho has any, and meet me face to face, as I have invited him to do

po often.

New You, July 38th, 1*80.

Bar. A. 8. W.z

Air,—In reply to yours of the; 14th Inst., I would say that I do not care to

go bark of the apology of yours of the 5th of ApriL What I propone is this:

yoa to come before either one of the following :

" The Baptist Conference,"

"Our Executive Committee," or

" The Committee of Five " (to be appointed as I suggested), and then meet

■sb /see tofart, and fo» to ;>rore Ay legal eridmee any act of mine unbecoming a

faithful offlcer and CbrUtian gentlemen. I will cheerfully bring the Kecord

•f all cases arrested, and place it before this Committee. It in simple

pistioe I am after. No fight ; no. Life is too short, and my cause requires

all my time and strength.

Now please lay ssido all invectives, Insinuations, conclusions, suspicious,

aad let ns examine Into the facts like Christian men. All I aik I* that you

prove the insinuations against me in your public, apologv of April Mb, in your

statement before the Itaptist Conference of June '.'-ill, snd in reported inter

views with Reporters ol the Press, cspccislly The " ."

Which ef these will you select f When and where will you meet? Now

please let your reply be Christian and civil. Do not distort, insiuuale, or
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quote from imagination. We do not want to "silence the minister." Ko. no.

You are most cordially urged to prove by legal evidence (not the word of the

slanderer), anything to my discredit. Now this surely is easy to understand.

There is nothing covert, this letter means just what it says.

Yours, etc.,

Anthony Comstock, Sec

New York, July 29tb, 1880.

Mk. Anthony Comstock:

Dear Sir,—Before answering yours of 28th inst. fully I would be glad to

hear from you concerning reported interview with a Representative of .

Is what was published in said paper July 25th a correct statement of what

you said concerning me t Especially these things : " If. favored obscenity,

nastiness, gambling hells and abortions." Also, " Were it not that ' IT.' it the

Pastor of a Church, and as such entitled to some consideration, I would pa** him

by as being utterly beneath contempt."

I am going West and can be addressed as above. If you cannot answer

before 5th, address me as usual and the letter will reach me by middle of

August. Truly,

A. S. TV.

New York City, Aug. 17, 183).

Rev. A. S. W. :

Sir—My reply to yours of 1st inst. is, that I renew my offer of giving you a

chance to bo heard, and an opportunity to prove your base charges and insin

uations against me. We do not want "to silence the minister," you see.

No, no; we want you to come up in a frank and manly manner and make

good these slanders. I am ready to try this i&sue as I have indicated. When

and where shall it be ?

Now, no more dodging or side issues. After you make good your charges,

etc., and when you meet me face to face like a man, I will frankly answer all

questions about the interview you refer to. Yours, etc.,

A. Comstock, Sw.

Here then we have a man occupying a position of trust and

confidence, assailing the reputation of another as earnest, true,

and faithful in the work he believes the Master has given hiin to

do, as though he was at the head of a church. Why I must sit

quiet and allow these men to tear my reputation in shreds, to

vilify, misrepresent, and malign me, I cannot see. I have personal

rights which no man can take from me. When I make mistakes,

no man shall be more ready to correct them than I am. But I

have a trust committed to my care and keeping. The cause
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demands my highest and best powers and ability. It is my duty

to l>e right, and I owe it also to the cause of moral purity to seem

to k right, when I know I am right. These base insinuations

»nd misrepresentations make me, no matter how true, how earnest,

liow wise, or however faithful I strive to be, to appear in sueh a

light that good men, seeing these charges, eaimot give their sup-

|»<>rt and sympathy to my work, or their confidence in my

integrity.

I have sought so to be governed by such circumstance's and facts,

that good men of all denominations, if they knew all the facts,

would not be offended or turned from a cause, that is one of the

most important known to this present day. The individual is

nothing ; the cause of moral purity among the young is every

thing.

To run is cowardly, to falter is sin, to give a vantage to the

enemy, by allowing false charges to go on record in print uncon

tradicted, is a crime. Must I, l>ecauso I have borne all the odium

of this work, the open attack of the slanderer, the brutal assaults

of assassins, the constant anxiety for seven years that follows

such a prosecution as this work, be pursued and hounded down,

and my gcssl name blastI'd by corrupt men and the breath of

malicious scandal ? I ask no favors personally; I ask men to

come forward like men and prove their charges face to face.

I have made statements of facts in this hook ; I make sjHvitic

cliarge*, and I have ample documents and other evidence to prove

them. There is much difference between saying and proving a

tbing; In-tween that knowledge which satisfies a mind and legal

evidence in court. Nor can a person ignore facts and say, I don't

Iwdicvo what is presented from a reliable source, ami take np the

defence of a criminal just ltccausc he dins not want to Islii \c it,

and is anxious to stand by his friends. This man pcrsi»tcd in

making these utterances, after he had l>ecii assured that his view*

were incorrect.

His apology, in the Tribune of April 5, was accepted as suffi

cient, notwithstanding the insinuation about tain|>eriiig with tho

maiL>, which I have already referred to. But the arreet of the

30
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Bon of his " very old and dear friend " was too much. He wrote

the President of onr Society and afterward called, and was in

formed of the facts in Sabin's case. His " old and dear friend "

has not been arrested. Mr. "W. insisted that the case should be

dismissed. This could not be done. The next week I was called

by a subpoena before the Grand Jury, and the two sons (the

ones who sold the obscene books and pictures, and received the

money therefor), were indicted. The week following Mr. W.

made his onslaught npon me before the Baptist Conference.

ANOTHER SLANDEK EUN DOWN.

About the same time another circumstance occurred, that is

proper to present in this connection. I have not one word to saj

against the two gentlemen below referred to. They have allowed

themselves to be interviewed, and permitted their names and posi

tions as public officers, to be used against me in newspapers, one

of which has a large circulation. They certainly will not deny

mc the right to quote their interviews and state simple facts, even

if by so doing, I shall show that they have done me a gross wrong

and injury in the minds of good men. I have written both these

gentlemen, offering to prove all I said as true, and neither have

replied ; neither have they denied or modified their published in

terviews, and as, in Mr. Jasper's case, one interview confirms the

other, I am justified in supposing them correctly reported, and

as intending to have what they are reported as saying stand

against me. I have no doubt that both of these gentlemen fill their

positions as public officers with fidelity; but they have made an

unjust mistake, at least, in attacking me as they have.

A certain low sheet had, for months, unjustly and maliciously

attacked me in the interest of the criminal class. Most monstrous

lies had been published, and then editorial notices of these lies, de

nouncing me in consequence, had followed. A few days before,

more than a column had been filled with an account, headed :

" Tony Trading on ' Tick.' Why several tradesmen in Brooklyn remember

Comstock."

" Benevolent Butchers and Green Grocers who would like to have him step

up.and.flettle."
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And charging, that for years I had swindled certain butchers and

grocers going to first one and then another, and serving all alike,

even going so far as to name parties, giving the street and num

ber of their store.

In all these articles, there was not a scintilla of truth. It was

l»ase fabrication. The parties named I do not even know. But

rather, for ten years nearly, I have dealt with one grocer, and for

nix years with one butcher, and they are my references, if any

person desires to prove the truth of what I say.

Now let it 1*5 remembered that all these scandals, libels, etc,

occurred al>out the same time. One dove-tailed into the other.

The effect can be imagined. I have exj>erienced wliat I am

talking al>out, and therefore I know how it is. But I am not

dead yet !

A representative of the paper that had so maligned me, called

to interview me in order to publixh a retraction. At this inter

view reference was made to onr work ; and for the pnrjxwc of

showing this reporter (who was very polite and gentlemanly), the

necessity of our work, I referred to some facts that were incent

ives for us to keep on, no matter what occurred in the shapo of

opposition ; and also as showing the imperative need of the work

l»cing continued. While ho did not correctly rcj*>rt what I said,

yet what is quoted in the Herald article following, is substan

tially true. The following is as it appeared in the Xtw York

Herald, June 2!», l*so :

MR. COMSTOCK CONTRADICTED.

His Aixi<;rr> Dtsiiivert or Onacr.xa Lrrr.RATt'Re amomo 8*11001. Cim>

t>KK\ ClIARAITKRUKD AS "Till C'RRATION Of III* OWX l>l«OKl>».KKI>

FAJtCT."

In an Interview pnhli*hed yeaterday, Mr. Anthony Com«tock, Agent of the

Borirty for thr Kil|>prraaion of Vice, in tbll* quoted :

" Why. nir, in one nrhool np town, I found in the poanraaioti of fifteen boy*,

picture* and bonk* tluit I would bluab to show yon. In another *rbool I

found a number of (firI* from ten to fifteen year* old, wbo*e mind* had been

delmnrhed by tbene obscene book* and pirture* ; and when I find *urh thing*,

I go to their father* and tell them about it, hut even they refute to heliexe II,

until I *how them the very book* and picture* I have taken out of their ehil
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dren's hands; and when I make charges against these men, I cannot take tbe

young hoys and girls out of the schools and put them on the witness stand.

No ; I take their place and appear as the complainant."

These statements are of such an extraordinary nature that a reporter was

instructed to show them to Mr. Jasper, City Superintendent of Schools, and

ohtain his answer to them. Mr. Jasper said:—"Let me see, Mr. Comstock

says he found these things in the schools. Now, no person has any authority

to visit a school and search tbe children, aud he could not have found thi-se

hooks unless he had made such search, and I don't think that any Principal

would permit such search. I know of no authority for any one to grant such

permission. He said ho showed the- books to tbe fathers of the boys. If his

statements are true, why did not Mr. Comstock make a verbal or written com

plaint to me, giving the number of the school f Why did he not complain to

the Principals of the schools, if he found such a state of things existing f I

don't believo a word of it."

"Would there be any impropriety in your officially calling upon Mr. Com-

Btock to supply you with the number of the schools T" asked the reporter.

" I do not see that there would be, and I guess that is what I shall do. He

ought to show authority for his statements. If he mado a search of any school

it is without authority, and if he has not mado such a search, he states what

is untrue, and I do not think any such state of affairs exists iu any school. If

any Principal allowed Mr. Comstock to make a search it was an insult to tbe

children and their parents as well."

Commissioner Manierro was very indignant at the statements of Mr. Com

stock. "You may state," said ho, "that there is no truth in them, for neither

Mr. Comstock nor any other person is permitted to go into a class-room unless

in the company of a principal, a teacher, or a school officer, and when the

children are in the play-ground, at recess, they are always accompauied by a

sufficient number of teachers to preserve order and see that nothing improper

is done. You can say, further, for mo, that the Principals and teachers are

always on the watch to see that nothing improper is introduced into the

schools, that no books, pictures, or papers of an ohscene character could by

any possibility be in the hands of the children without it being discovered,

and that the statements mado by Mr. Comstock are simply the creation of hu

own disordered fancy. I will say more, there is no authority or right for any

search of the children in our schools. If any Principal or teacher permitted

it, I would at once vote for his or her dismissal. This is sufficiently explicit,

is it not t"

The vile sheet that first published the quotations, again, June

30, 1880, said :

When Anthony Comstock told our reporter of the vast quantity of "eril

reading" and pictures ho had seized from little children in a School up town,

wo could not resist the impression that ho was rather too serenely confident of

our innocent credulity. Now the Superintendent of Schools says this remark
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of Comstock's was nil " Mow," anil tli.it bo intends to rail upon Mr. Conuitock

officially to designate the school. Wo imagine that the vice suppressor will

ttnd it harder to point to chapter and verse in this affair, than be does when

bo addresses Sunday Schools on bis life work.

Again the name sheet says :

If the Rev. 8. W\ is correct in his estimation of Anthony Comstork's prose

cution of the Sabin rase, it is the most srouudrely piece of business Comstock

mi-r undertook. The character of the books he bought of Sabin was such,

that it seemed nothing could l>n said in defense of Mr. Sabin. It is due to

Comstock that he be heard bofoio opinion lie formed, but if it shall Dually

ap|M-ar that to revenge himself npon Mr. Sabin for once having been witness

against him, he induced that unit Ionian's son, to buy him these books, on the

plea that he was an amateur collector of prints, as the Baptist clergyman

charj(cs; no punishment known to tho law would lie too severe for this man

who professes to be engaged iu tho work of purifying pnblic morals.

The next day the following appeared in the same paper :

Tony's i-apt wiioppkb.

Hi* omtlattgkt on lilllr tchmil rhdihrn isW(jsdsf/y mmtriU

Tkr Snurrimltndemt of the School Hoard ihallrnjet kit llalemrnli aii.l pnpooct to

mair kirn cat them.

A few days ago Anthony Comstock stated in conversation with a re

porter that he had found in the hands of many school children Inx.ks of the

most obscene nature. He even went as fur us to say, that he hod taken s.une

of th.«e books away and shown tliein to the children's parents. These state

ments apiieariug in . n roused a veritable sensation, and since the com

mencement of tho week the matter has been vehemently discussed, by the

daily papers.

In case of Cotnstock's charges Mug true, they would naturally reflect

more on the management of the «, li.><>|« by the Hoard of Kdueation, than on

the children themselves. A reporter then called on Mr. John Ja*|>er,

Jr.. the City Kii|ieriiitendetit of the lloird yesterday aflernoou.

Mr. Jai|ier was found ill his office reading yesterday's copy of this paper,

containing charges a^.iiust the Sjm-cUI Agent of the Society for the Suppres

sion of Vice made by the Kev. S. \V.

" I should very much like to hear your opinion concerning Mr. Com«tork'a

allegations about ol>«enity among school children," tho reporter remarked

after iiitiodm ing himself.

" I shall lie most huppv to give you any information in my power." replied

the S i|MTintendent, p. .1 1 t«-I >- tendering the visitor a seat, "and the more so

because I admire the Isild and imle|>eiiilent manner in which has ex

posed and denounced the very questionable methods Mr. Count.mA indulges)

in. To give you my opinion of his muii.nr o( proceeding iu this particular
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case, I think it looks rather queer, that when aware of the fact of school

children possessing obscene books he should have informed reporter

first. The right way to proceed it seems would have boon to write nw a

letter of warning, a letter entering into details, and pointing out the partic

ular schools in which the children were obscene. By first stating the fact,

if fact it may well be called, to your reporter he allows the inference that he

intended calumniating the Board, and the teachers.''

" Do you think that a possibility exists of his statements being correct ?"

"No, sir, I do not. How in all the world are children to find time for read

ing obscene literature while in school f The classes commence at 9 in the

morning and finish at 3 in the afternoon. At 12 o'clock the scholars have one

hour's recess, for their dinner, during which time by far the greater portion

return home. Iu their absence they are naturally out of our control, but

should they return to the school premises before the recess is over at one,

they remain constantly under the eye of the teachers, and have positively no

chauco of rending anything obscene. During class-time, on the other hand,

they have even less opportunities for this sort of thing. About thirty pupils

are taught together iu a room measuring 20 feet by 15, the teacher lwing placed

in a prominent position from whence he can control all their movements.

Under these circumstances it would be impossible for them to use any but

their school books."

" Has Anthony Comstock been allowed to enter school-rooms and search

the pupils f"

"No, sir; that is a privilege nobody has, not even I myself. Anthony

Comstock may have hinted that he made such a search, but I declare thin

to be not the case. Why, sir, it would be direct insult to the parents of

the children were they thus searched in public, and I do not believe any

teacher would be guilty of allowing an outsider like Anthony Comstock to

encroach upon the rights and lower the dignity of the scholars. If a teacher

acted in this manner, and it came to my ears, he would be severely re

primanded, if not discharged."

" What would you do in case you suspected a scholar of carrying obscene

literature about his person T"

"I should call him to my private room, and with closed doors would ques

tion him on the subject, but never would I institute a general search aud iu-

sult the feelings of my wards."

"Do you think that when Anthony Comstock declared having taken

away books from school children, that he did so in the open street ?"

"I do not know; but if he acted thus, he made himself liable to be arrested,

a fact he must know better than anybody else, considering he is always

dabbling iu the law courts."

" However, I do not mean to say that no school child ever read or perused

obscene books, hut I assert that there are no means for such books being

read at school under the present system; and if Mr. Comstock has really

come across one or two school children with such books about their persons,

he is anything hut justified in casting reflections on the scholars iu general.
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" You mast remember that, excluding the evening schools, there are 974

•durational establishments under the supervision of the Hoard, and it la a

very serious thing to throw mud on such a large body as this without more

has* to work on than has Mr. Comstock."

" I>o you intend taking any steps in the way of refuting Comstock's argu

ments f"

" Well, air, that gentleman has attacked as at a very busy time. To

morrow, as you know, the vucation begins, and should I call U|>ou him to

prove his statementa and point out the schools where those abuses exist,

there would be no means of investigating the matter. After the vacation in

September, however, I shall certainly challenge Mr. Comstock to express

himsi-lf thoroughly."

The Su|>crintfndent concluded by stating that many reporters bad visited

hi in to ace whether first statements were founded on fuel. "They

mtiii rather vexed at liming licen beaten on this point by your little one-

cent sheet," he smilingly remarked.

The reporter thanked tho Superintendent for his affability, and took his

Wave.

This illustrates that " a lie loses nothing on its travels." Ilcro

is a public officer, ''happy to give any information," and "the

rm ire so because I admire the bold and independent manner in

which has exposed and denounced the very questionable

methods Mr. Comstock indulges in." Here is a blackguard

shift, commended and endorsed by a public officer, who pre

sides over more than 2'K) schools, because this pa|>cr attacks, by

lnwt-t lies and insinuations, tho very man that has done more

than any other man in this city to protect them children, and

by all tltat in him lies, to screen them from the most insidi

ous of foes. Mr. Superintendent, tho destruction of 24 tons of

obscene matter, and the preventing of this terrible influence for

evil from being disseminated among tho youth and children of

this city and land, entitles the ono who has done it to at least

fair play ; and a decent consideration by parents and teachers

alike. Tho mistake ho made, was taking what he saw in print,

a« Living l>ecn sjniken by a public officer as untrue, and then at

tacking this man's reputation without first going to the man ho

slandered, and discovering if it was true or no.

It will be seen how easy it is to manufacture public sentiment

against a man. There is not one word that mentions " PulJic "
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schools in what I said, as quoted by the Herald,—but " schools ;"

and Mr. Jasper makes the mistake of supposing there are no

other schools, save those which he, no doubt, ably superintends.

I would not say one word against either of these men. If it

affords them pleasure to thus rush into print, against the word

of a man they could at any time have found, and have discovered

whether his statements were true or not, I can stand it. I know

the following facts are true, and I am ready to prove them at any

time. This Superintendent may now learn, that the officer who

legally enforces the laws which protect the morals of our chil

dren in these cases, has "dabbled in the courts" to some purpose,

if he will look a little into facts, before he again rushes into print

in a scurrillous sheet. Vacation is past and I accept the " chal

lenge to express myself thoroughly."

In one school in New York I found sixteen boys who had, or

had had according to their own confession, most obscene pic

tures, and I seized a quantity of the same in their possession,

and the President of the Board of Education can see them at any

time by calling at our office.

In another case in New York I found a janitor of a school,

who roomed in the school building, and I seized about 1,000

obscene pictures, and 100 negatives for making the same, in his

room, and that janitor got three years at hard labor in State's

prison, and the facts were published in all the papers at the

time.

In another instance I arrested a French Professor who for

months had debauched the boys of some of our best fanulies,

while teaching them in some of the most select schools, and that

scoundrel is now serving a sentence of six years in State's prison.

The facts in his case were also published.

In another school (and a Public school, too), I found two boys,

within the present year, who had stolen and robbed a satchel in

trusted to another boy to convey down town ; and going to the

home of one of these boys I found where the satchel had been

broken open and gutted of its contents; and these boys had

found a lot of obscene and filthy matter, which, after having it
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around awhile, they at last sold toa junk dealer, and I there seized

the same.

In another school referred to (outside of New York, as I told

the rejx>rter at the time), I found where more than one-third of

a department of fifty girls under sixteen years of age, then had,

or confessed to having had, the most debauching matter.

These are not "disordered fancies," hut awful facts. With

such facts as these, and hundreds of others, it is a fraud on the

community to say, there is no danger to the young in our schools.

There is terrible danger, and these men, instead of attacking mo

and attempting to belittle me before the public, ought to sound

the note of warning. I can neither run nor crawl. I must stand

up artd fight when these issues are forced upon me.

No siieciona argument, by these gentlemen, can remove the

f<i't, that many, many youth have been discovered with most de

moralizing matter secreted in their pockets. They sit in school,

at the family table, and in the parlor circle, with these vij>er8

c<>n<valcd from teachers and parents alike. And parents and

teachers alike, have liecn horrified by the discovery of these cor

rupting influences, in the pos.-cssion, oftentimes, of their most

tru-tcd children. In one school in Brooklyn, I found many

bright noble boys, who had for weeks had a most obscene ltook,

loaning it around among themselves.

Yctenlay's mail (Nov. lit, Ismi), a package of the foulest

matter came to me that had Ix-en sent a lad sixteen years of age,

in a private school. Am I to l»e denounced, or my good name

traduced, liecause I shall leg-ally bring this vampire who sent

this matter to justice i If so, let it come. But save our boys,

we must at all hazards. It is a cause worthy of our steel.

Our office is often, and I can at any time Iks found. Ix't men,

in-trad of stabbing me in the kick, come to the front and get the

facts like men. No ! the man who attacks me docs not want the

fact». If he has them ho is d'sarmed, and cannot attack me.

There is a great amount of malice covered by a thin veil of

respectability and a showing of virtue, in these attacks.

And now, reader, am I justified in reproducing these attacks, in
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presenting the truth beside the published lie, and defending my

good name and reputation, against the venomous tongue of the

slanderer? If so, then learn in the future to apply a little charity

to any person you see maligned, and until you hear both sides,

condemn no man.

Must these charges stand in print, opposite my name, and I

not be permitted to copy the same, and put the Truth beside

them ? When I go down to the grave, must I leave these unan

swered lies as a heritage to my friends ? or have I the right of

self-defence ?

This book is written with malice toward none, but with an

earnest desire to save the credulous from being swindled, the

poor from being robbed and oppressed, the youth from being de

bauched, and to help the weak ones.

There are grosser evils that must remain uncovered. We have

attacked those evils that dread the light of day. The Fraud can

not bear the«light. Inform the public of his schemes and Id's

business suffers. This is wonderfully illustrated by a single

attack published in the "New York Times, last Fall, upon the

bogus firm of Lawrence & Co., reducing their receipts in one

month about $11,000, as was stated by the manager of that con

cern to me.

There are grosser evils that it is hard to refrain from denouncing,

and yet these evils, if publicly attacked, thrive the best, and to

disclose their secret methods or name them is to advertise them.

The prudent way is to effectually suppress the evil according to

law, and then warn the public. This I have tried to do.

But let it not be supposed that all the schemes have been dis

closed by wrhich men swindle the public. No, reader, we have

only taken some of the most prominent ones. It is a good rule,

never to send money to strangers, especially if they offer yon

gold dollars for ten cents, or in other words, propose to send you

more than fair value for money sent them. Remember that no

man can sell goods for less than cost, and pay for clerks, rent,

advertising, living expenses, etc., out of what he is to receive, and

do it honestly.
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Put your money in savings banks or government bonds until

you can invest it safely in some legitimate business.

Above all, keep the minds of all our children pure, for

*4 Blet-scd arc the pure in heart, for they shall see God." You

cannot have a pure heart if the mind is impure.

TUE END.

A CARD TO THE PUBLIC.

Th« writing of thin book hiui been like a side play. The importance of

carrying on th« work cannot bo overestimated. To do this successfully, two

thing-* are requisite.

Unl. We require a knowledge of the operations of the scoundrel, before

we can secure legal evidence. Therefore we appeal to every reader to co

operate, by sending any knowledge or information in the sha|w> of circulars,

K'ttrrs, or otherwise, of any schetno to rob or defraud the people, or debauch

the youth, to the Author.

StitmA. This work requires to be constantly maintained. It takes money.

All money sent for this purpose, goea into the Treasury of our Society, and

will be acknowledged by our Treasurer. All disbursements arc made by

order of our Exccutivo Committee.

Address,

Axthoxt Countmc, Sec'y,

150 Nassau St., N. T.

The F.xecutire Committee of the New York Society for the Suppression of

Vice suggests to large-minded men who are planning for the wi«e tiseof their

possessions after they ate gone, that the permanent usefulness of this Society

would 1m- secured if such means were put at ita disposal s* should enable it to

employ every needed ageucy in the prosecution of its work.

FORM OK BEQUEST.

I give and beqoeath to Tiik Nt.w Y<>ttK Socirrr roit tiiic Sittoi Mimst or

Tier:, incorporated by the Legislature of New York, May 16, !■<?.:, the sum of

$ to he applied to tho purpose for which it

was instituted.
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Since this book has been in type, another turn of the wheel

of justice has been made against the Kentucky Lotteries, that is

of especial significance in considering that subject. The follow

ing decision speaks for itself. Its importance is great, not as

showing the illegality of these lotteries : that is already proven ;

but as showing the infamy of those who boldly perpetrate and

defend these villainous schemes to deceive the people and curse

the poor. In the light of these damning proofs against the

standing of these lotteries, consider the fact that 600 places, at

least, in the city of New York alone, are open for the sale of

these tickets and (the still worse curse to the poor)—Policy.

The following able decision rendered in the Court of Appeals

of the State of Kentucky by Judge Edwards, December, 1880,

in the cases entitled Simmons & Dickinson vs. Murray, France

& Co., The same vs. Barrows and others, forever settles the

standing of all Kentucky lotteries extant. It says :

These actions are heard together on demurrer to the answer of E. S.

Stewart in each case.

The demurrer raises the question whether the petition states facts suffi

cient to constitute a cause of action against E. S. and Owen Stewart ; and if

so, does their answer state facts sufficient to constitute a defense thereto f

It had already been held by Chancellor Bruce that the petition in each

case is insufficient as against the defendants, other than said Stewart, who

did not interpose any demurrer, but who have answered since the demurrer

interposed, by their co-defendants, were sustained.

E. S. and Owen Stewart wore made defendants by amended petition, and

it is insisted that the judgment on the demurrer filed by their co-defendants

does not bind them.

The action of Chancellor Bruce is the ruling of this Court, and I am not

inclined to rule differently until a higher court holds his ruling to lie erro

neous; but as the Court ofAppeals has delivered some opinions touching the
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qnestiona considered on tbr former demurrers, I will now consider the suffi

ciency of the ]H-titions as against said Stewarts.

The General Assembly, by section H of an act approved March 1(5, 1SCT,

authorized the Board of Counciltnen of the City of Frankfort to raise by way

of lottery $10U,000, for the sapport of the city school of Frankfort.

By an act approved March H, Wi, tho city of Frankfort was authorized

to sell and convey this lottery privilege. Pursuant to that authority, that

city did, on December 31, l-7">, attempt to sell and convey said privilege to

E. 8. Stewart as an entirety, and by the provisions of that contract authority

was attempted to be conferred on or vestod In him to operate a lottery.

If the act of March Id, l"*72, was valid, and the said coutract was made

pursuant thereto, E. 8. Stewart by the purchase became invested with the

legal title to the franchise, and thus obtained the exclusive right to manage,

operate, and conduct a lottery, strictly in conformity to the terms of tbo

contract and the authority granted.

In the proceeding of the Commonwealth r*. E. S. Stewart and tho City

of Frankfort, in the nature of quo warranto, the Court of Appeals held the

acta, •itpra, were valid, and that said city was thereby authorized to make

sale of the franchise, and hence the sale to E. 8. Stewart must be considered

valid.

Il it the duty of the Court to comtrne all inch potter ttrictly, and therefore it is

eonntterrd that when said city made Ike tale to .Sttteart, it exhausted the potter of

tale mmlrr Ike authority granted.

Was the privilege thus vested in E. S. Stewart destroyed by the repealing

act of March M, IrCHf

See Gregory rt. Trustees of Shelby College, 8 Mot. p. i-tl.

Webb r«. Commonwealth, not reported.

Commissioner of the Sinking Fond n. (Ireen and Barren River Navigation

Company, recently decided by the Court of Ap|>cala.

If the law of Kentucky, as expounded in the-* rases, deprives the State of

the power t» re|>eal or di-stroy a franchise of the kind in question, after third

parties have acquired vested rights under such power or franchise, it follows

that K. H. Stewart's rights were not destroyed or impaired by the said act of

K*. The original petition in these actious alleges that E. S. Stewart at

various times sold and assigned to different persons fractional parts or uniit-

rtdnl interest in and to said franchise, and that plaintiffs, by purchase, were

entitled to ninety-two one bundrciltlis of these uudit ided parts of tbo whole,

and that the remainder of the privilege hod been assigned to defendants

Holtnou, (ilore, and Pepper, and by I'cp|»er assigned iu bankruptcy to defend

ant Barrow.

The plaintiffs. In an amended petition, make E. S. and Owen Stewart de-

trnilanta, and charge that they purchased the whole of said pri\ ilege, and that

it was so conveyed to them.

Chancellor Urate held that the mlrs and amiffnmtentt of interrtli Is the lottery

pwirtiege were rout, became forbuidrn b) para.jmjth 5, thayler UJ of General Slat-
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In his language, " There is no statute conferring upon Stewart authority to sell

the privilege. The general law forbids it, and the Court cannot, by strained con

struction infer it, especially in vietc of the character of thefranchise and the gentrti

legislative policy of the State in reference to snch enterprises.

Tltcn it follows that all the sales and assignments of interests in this lottery fran

chise made by E. S. Stewart are null and void, and that E. S. Stewart is the sole

owner of the franchise, with the exclusive right to manage and operate a

lottery in strict accordance with the provisions of the original grant and io

conformity with his said contract without any power of sale of the pri\ilege,

and hence all his efforts to make assignments thereof, either in parts or as a

whole, or to make a lease thereof, or in any way to confer power or authority

on auy person or persons to conduct and operate a lottery, are null and void.

I will say, however, that I incline to the opinion that as the sole vendee

and owner of the privilege obtained pursuant to the euabling act of 1872,

supra, that ho would have the right to sell the franchise as an individual

whole, but certainly not in parts. But, as hereinbefore indicated, I am inclined

to follow the ruling of Chancellor Bruce. Besides, the allegations of the original

petition to the effect that plaintiffs only claim to own 92-100 of the privilege

are wholly inconsistent with the allegations of the amended petition on tbat

subject, and no sufficient explanation is given of that inconsistency.

Therefore, the demurrer to the answer must reach back to the petition in

each action, and the petition is held to be insufficient. Counsel may prepare

proper judgment.

(A true copy.) John H. Waller, Clark.

(Attest) By John T. Sweeny, D. C.

I do not desire that anything in this book shall unjustly reflect

upon any United States or other Court. While the cases named

in the United States Courts have not been tried, yet there may

be good and sufficient reasons therefor of which I do not know;

but this is equally true, the United States Courts, by meting out

the full penalties of the law ($500 fine and costs) to a few par

ties who have been convicted for sending circulars concerning

lotteries through the mails, have driven out of the business a

large number of persons who formerly advertised in the daily

Press. This action of the Courts has narrowed the business

through the mails, down to a very few of the leading men—the

men who doubtless feel secure, because they have not been tried.

It must be remembered, that the U. S. Courts only sit to try

criminal cases at stated periods, and then generally but for a short

term, and where any important case is taken up, the term is ex

hausted before the calendar is cleared. I have no apology to
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offer for the facta which I publish further than the above. It

would seem as though the State Courts in the city of New

York had given up the city to this class of lawbreakers. "What

I Ray about the judges is not personal, but is said because they

are facts which I am discussing, and facts, too, that are presented

in the highest interests of the community, and the future welfare

of our State and Country. The gambling hell* of Sew York

are training a rai-e of ganiljers and thieves, and the jtrojter en-

forcenu nt of laics against these schemes is all that is required to

stop the gnat majority of them.

Dec. 14, 1SS0, I was present at a raid which I caused to be

made upon a gambling hell in West Broadway, when a little boy

raunc in with sixteen cents in one hand and thirty cents in the

other, with tho policy slips lie was to play for his mother. Wo

pent for the mother, and then learned from her own lijw that she

had sent this child, eight years of age, to gamble for her. This

place was in full blast with a policeman in charge ; as were also

two other places which wo raided the same day. In one place

wo found the officer in tho back room reading the newspaper,

and the policy man, named Hulse, with his policy book secreted

under the cushion of his chair in his front office. Afterward we

found the book in his pocket, where ho vainly endeavored to con

ceal it.

Nov. 22, l^HO, the police pretended to raid 200 Broadway, tho

place where tho defaulter Haws confessed to losing tho bulk of

his $3*1,400. They arrested one man, and before they could

have reached the station house with their prisoner, this place was

in full blast, and two of my assistants went in and played, and re

ceived policy slips. It is reported to me, on good authority, that

the proprietor of this den within fifteen minutes afterward, was

heard to say, "What do we care f< r the police? 11*11 ! they don't

do any hurt, but when that d —d Comstock comes he tikes every

thing." That he said this, I have no doubt ; for on the second

day of Decern1m.t, 1Sm>, I personally visited this place with polico

officers, and although policemen had l>oen stationed in this place

for weeks, to prevent gambling, we sci/.ed the policy books, for
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the entire month of November, and down to the hour in which

the raid was made, Dec. 2. Who is responsible for these dens?

My answer is, those wliose sworn duly it is to enforce the laws.

In one precinct, some 25 arrests were made in one day, of par

ties found in offices fitted up for gambling purposes,—keeping

and maintaining a room for the purpose of gambling,—and yet,

although the books, blackboards and paraphernalia for gambling

were seized, and the prisoners in many instances caught in the

act, yet of the entire number but one man was held, and that,

too, on his own confession. He gave $500 bail, to return, I have

no doubt, to the same business.

Is it any wonder that the halls of justice are thronged with youth

ful criminals ? that prison cells are filled with prisoners waiting

trial ? that reformatory after reformatory for the young springs

into existence ? while penitentaries and State prisons are crowded,

until each year the State is taxed to make room for more ? and

still they come. Our youth ! our youth ! for them these facts are

recorded, these appeals made. These dangers are real. Law-

abiding citizens, what, shall be done? Shall our laws be trodden

under foot by the gambler and blackleg? Shall the poor be ren

dered poorer? innocent women and children subjected to addi

tional privations ? and our youth crazed, and driven in their mad

infatuation to criminal deeds, in order that a very few sharp,

shrewd, unprincipled scoundrels may grow rich in this accursed

business?

"What shall the harvest be of such seed sowing ?




