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S I R  W I L L I A M  D U N B A R ,  B A R T .

“  G ive  instruction to a  wise m a n , a n d  he w ill  le yet wiser ."

T h i s  p a m p h le t  w a s given to  m e b y  an

E n g la n d , w ith  perm ission  to  d ed ica te  it  

to  w hom  I p leased , an d  as I  w ish  to  p lace 

i t  u n d e r  th e  m o st favourab le  cond itions , 

fo r c ircu la tin g  am o n g  th e  pub lic , I  ta k e  

th e  l ib e r ty  o f  d ed ica tin g  i t  to  you, S ir  

W illiam , a s  a  p u p il o f m ine in  S p iritu a l

ism , an d  a s  a  friend o f  m ore  th a n  th ir ty  

y e a rs ’ s tan d in g .

o ld  friend , a  c le rg y m an  o f  th e  C hurch  o f



In  in scrib in g  th is  l i t t le  w ork  to  y ou ,

I  w ould  like  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  to  say  a  

few w ords o f e x h o rta tio n  to  y o u r  b re th re n , 

th e  clergy.

P erhaps I  am  w rong, b u t  I  th in k  i t  

y o u r d u ty  to  look  in to  a  su b jec t w hich, 

to  say  th e  least, seem s to  p resen t, in  

these  days, for th e  sev erest c ritic ism , th e  

sam e fac ts  as th o se  up o n  w hich  th e  B ib le  

an d  y o u r  teach in g s a re  founded . I f  th e  

fac ts  an d  p h en o m en a  o f S p ir itu a lism  fa ll, 

y o u r  m o st conscien tious te ach in g s  an d  . 

a u th o rity  fall too , a lth o u g h  few  o f  you  

seem  aw are  o f th is. Y ou  fo rg e t th a t  

a lthough  G od w as re a d y  to  rev ea l H im 

se lf to  H is c rea tu res  in  fo rm er d ay s , i t  

m ay b e  eq u a lly  H is  in te n tio n  to  do  so 

now, an d  H is  revealing  H im se lf  in  th is  

m ateria lis tic  age  b y  signs, b y  w onders, b y

v i D edication.
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prophecies, a n d  b y  in sp ira tion , b u t  se ts  

th e  s e a r  o f  a u th e n tic ity  u p o n  th e  tru th s  

o f  th e  p a s t  w h ich  y o u  acknow ledge and  

p u b lic ly  preach . •

N o t to  w a s te .t im e , le t us com e a t  once 

to  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  A to n em en t, w hich 

I have , in  th e  course o f  lo n g  ex p erien ce  

in  s tu d y in g  th e  m inds o f  o thers, d is 

covered  to  b e  th e  g re a te s t s tu m b lin g - 

b lo ck  to  d isbelievers, p rev en tin g  th e ir  

in q u irin g  in to  S p iritu a lism . T h e y  fo rg e t 

th a t  w hen  G od o rdered  th e  lam b  to  be  

sla in , th a t  i t  w as, as  I ' th in k , m ean t to  

b e  a n  em b lem a tic  w o rsh ip ; th a t  as m en 

offered  u p  th e  p u re  lam b  as th e  em blem  

o f innocence  an d  tru e  affections g iven  u p  

to  G od, in  lik e  m an n e r th e  w orsh ipper 

offers u p  all h e  h o ld s  dear, n o t ex cep tin g  

life itself, to  G od, B u t a s  th e  w orld
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advanced , an d  as m en becam e  m ore 

m ateria listic , th e  sp iritu a l m ean in g  w as 

lo s t ;  th e  m u ltitude , how ever, a d h e re d  to  

th e  le tte r, as som e o f  th e  less re lig ious o f  

th e  clergy do  now. Y ou  m ay  a sk  w h a t 

I  m ean b y  offering u p  th e  affections t o '  

G od. I  m ean a c tin g  u p  to  o u r  h ig h e s t 

conceptions o f  th a t  w hich is rig h t, a n d  

good, and  .true , b u t  n o t fa lling  a t  th e  fee t 

o f  a  ty ra n t devised in  th e  m ind  o f  a n 

o ther, and  n o t m ak in g  a t te m p ts  to  p ro 

p itia te  so m eth in g  c rea ted  b y  o u r b ro th e r. 

T h e  on ly  w ay  we can  p lease  G od is b y  

ac ting  up  to  o u r h ig h est in tu itio n s.

T h e  tem p o ra l pow er o f  th e  P o p e  is now  

in rap id  course o f  d e s tru c t io n ; th e  m o st 

conservative o f us in E n g la n d  a d m it th a t  

th e  separa tion  o f C hurch  and  S ta te  is  b u t 

a question  o f  t im e ; m a te ria lis tic  p h ilo 
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so p h y  is ex e rc is in g  a  d estru c tiv e  influence 

on  m odern  relig ious th o u g h t;  co n seq u en tly  

i t  is h ig h  tim e  th a t  irru p tio n s  from  th e  

w orld  o f  sp irits  sh o u ld  o pen  th e  ey es of 

m en  to  th e  slou g h  in w hich  th e y  a re  

s in k in g  —  s in k in g  im p e rc e p tib ly  a lm o st 

to  them selves. I f  S p iritu a lism  do es n o t 

a c t as  a  s led g e -h am m er to  b re a k  u p  th is  

co n d itio n  o f  re lap se  from  re lig ion  an d  

h ig h  id ea lity , n o th in g  else w ill.

In  conclusion , le t  m e q u o te  a  few w ords 

a b o u t th e  c le rg y  w hich I  p u b lish ed  in  a  

w o rk  co n ta in in g  m uch  a b o u t th e  relig ious 

a sp ec ts  o f  S p iritua lism , n am ely , “ R if ts  in  

th e  V e i l : ” *—

“ T h e  c le rg y  n o t u n freq u en tly  p re su p 

po se  th a t  th e  proofs o f  D iv ine  R evela tion  

te rm in a te d  a t  a  defin ite  period , an d  have

* W. H . Harrison : 1878.
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been fu lly  em bodied  fo r a ll tim e  in  th e  

S acred  C anon, w hereas m o st S p iritu a lis ts  

believe th a t  G od is th e  sam e  y e s te rd a y , 

to -day , and  for ever, b e in g  as w illing  a n d  

ab le  to  -com m unicate w ith  H is  b e loved  

children  b y  th e  m o u th s o f  H is  p ro p h e ts  

now as in  th e  m ost favoured  ages o f  a n ti

quity . T h e re  is, therefo re , to  m y  m ind , no  

a p r io r i  im possib ility  in  S p iritu a lism , a n d  

all we have  to  in q u ire  is, w h e th e r o f  a  

verity  these  th in g s b e  so. I ,  in  com m on 

with m ost o f  tho se  w ho h av e  rea lly  inv es

tig a ted  th e  subject, th in k  S p iritu a lism  a  

very  im p o rtan t an d  sub lim e fac t in  h u m an  

experience— one th a t  w e c a n n o t co n sen t 

to  ignore o r despise a t  th e  b id d in g  o f  

those  who, while accep tin g  th e  sp ir itu a l

istic phenom ena o f th e  p a s t, m o st incon

sisten tly  d en y  those  o f  th e  presen t.
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“ T h e  c le rg y  c a n n o t fu lly  u n d e rs ta n d  o r 

a p p re c ia te  S p iritu a lism  b y  m ere ly  read in g  

a b o u t it. T h e y  m u st w itn ess  its  facts, 

a n d  b eco m e th o ro u g h ly  fam ilia r w ith  its  

m an ifo ld  form s, e re  th e y  can  ju d g e , b y  

p e rso n a l ex p e rien ce , o f  its  resistless effect 

in  p ro d u c in g  conv ic tion  in  th e  m ind  o f  an  

h o n e s t a n d  e a rn e s t inqu irer.

“ T h e  S p ir itu a lis t does n o t  g ive u p  th e  

tea c h in g s  o f  th e  p a s t ; on  th e  co n tra ry , 

he  feels th a t  th e y  are  confirm ed to  him . 

H e  s im p ly  em erges from  s lav e ry  to  th e  

le tte r , in to  th e  tru e  g ospe l lib e r ty  o f  th e  

sp ir it , ' i n  th e  a t te m p t to  in te rp re t th o se  

teach ings.

“ I  c an n o t accep t th e  conclusion  th a t  we 

sh o u ld  refuse  to  th in k  for ourselves on 

m a tte rs  o f  religion, w h e th e r in  d o c trin e  

o r  p rac tice , because  such  th in k in g  m a y



xii D edication.

prove dangerous. S uch  a  p rinc ip le , if 

carried  fu lly  out, w ould  b e  u tte r ly  su b 

versive o f  th e  R e fo rm a tio n ; it,w o u ld  en d  

b y  re in s ta tin g  th e  R om ish  clergy , in  th e ir  

sp iritua l despotism , an d  re le g a tin g  th e  

la ity  to  th e ir  m ediseval co n d itio n  o f  

sp iritu a l serfdom  to  a  ty ra n n ic a lly  p re 

do m inan t h ierarchy . In  conclusion, l e t ’ 

m e advise th e  c le rg y  to  cease th eo ris in g  

ab o u t Sp iritua lism , an d  com m ence w ith  

th e  p rac tica l in v es tig a tio n  of its  t r u th  o r  

fallacy, leav ing  th e  w o rth  o f  its  co m m u n i

cations for a fte r considera tion .”

L is e t t e  M a k d o u g a l l  G r e g o r y .

21 Gr een  St ., Grosvenor Sq.,
London, March 1879.



T h e ' follow ing p ag es w ere n o t w ritten  

w ith a  view  to  induce  a n y  persons to  

b eco m e S p iritu a lis ts  ; n o r to  rep re sen t 

S p iritu a lism  as a  new re v e la tio n ; nor 

to  b a lan ce  th e  good  an d  th e . evil w hich 

h av e  been  rep o rted  an d  w ritten  ab o u t, as  

re su ltin g  from  Stances  an d  M edium ship . 

T h e y  w ere w ritten  p rin c ip a lly  w ith  th e  

d es ig n  o f answ ering  th e  in q u iry , “ H ow  

can  you , w ith  th e  relig ious op inions you
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hold, ta k e  up  w ith  su ch  non sen se  ?—  

besides, i t  is d o w n rig h t s in f u l ! ”

I  have answ ered  th a t  question .

I  can  a lm o st h e a r  th e  e x c la m a tio n  o f 

som e one w ho m ay  read  m y  m an u sc rip t—  

“ A fte r  all, you  have  th ro w n  no new  lig h t 

on th e  s u b je c t! ”

T o  th is  I rep ly  th a t  I  d id  n o t u n d e rta k e  

to  im p a rt new  ligh t.

“ B u t you  have  n o t p o in ted  o u t  w h a t is 

ob jec tionab le  ? ”

I r e p ly : S uch  a  course w as n o t req u ired  

in furnishing an  an sw er to  th e  q u es tio n  

p u t to  ■ me. A ll I  have  to  s a y  o n  th a t  

po in t is t h i s W h a t e v e r  is found  to  be  

ob jectionable  in  S p iritua lism , le t  i t  b e  re 

jec ted  b y  a ll m e a n s ; an d  w h a tev er good
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is found , le t i t  be  h e ld  f a s t ;  i t  m ay .p ro v e  

as th e  l ig h t o f  th e  rising  sun , w hich 

sh in e th  m ore  a n d  m ore  u n to  th e  p e r

fec t day .

D . C l e r ic u s .



A C L E R G Y M A N  ON S P I R I T U A L I S M .

---- o----
*

T h e  im p u ta tio n  o f  im postu re, th e  asser

t io n  o f  tr ick ery , and th e  la m en ta tio n  for 
v

a b e rra tio n  o f  m ind, w hich  a re  often  a p 

p lied  to  th o se  w ho profess to  believe in  

th e  g en u in en ess  o f , w h a t is d esig n a ted  

“ S p iritu a lism ,” u n ite  in  u rg in g  m e to  

co m m it to  w ritin g  a  few p a rticu la rs  o f  

e v e n ts  I  h av e  w itnessed , o b serv a tio n s I  

h a v e  m ade, a n d  sen sa tio n s I  h av e  ex p e 

rienced  in  connection  w ith  it.

. T o  th e  above m y  rem ark s  w ill b e  a l-. 

m o st w h o lly  confined, leav ing  th e  science 

an d  ph ilo so p h y  o f th e  su b jec t u n touched . '.
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T reatises have  been  w ritten  on  th e se  

p o in ts  w hich cla im  th e  can d id , serious, 

an d  critical a tte n tio n  o f  a ll w ho a re  d is

posed to  collect a n d  w eigh  th e  im p o r t

ance o f  w hatever is co nsidered  to  b e a r  

upon  m an’s m ora l im provem en t, a n d  th e  

progress an d  e levation  o f  th e  h u m a n  

m ind.

B u t to  p roceed  w ith  m y  in te n tio n  as 

above deno ted . M y b rie f  reco rd  w ill m o st 

p robab ly  be, on th e  p a r t  o f  som e, tre a te d  

w ith  th e  like  in c red u lity  as th e  co m m u n i

ca tions o f o th ers  w ho have, w ith  e q u a l 

tru thfu lness, g re a te r  m inu teness, a n d  m ore  

ex ten d ed  experience, s ta te d  th e ir  con -, 

v ic tio n s ; an d  I m ay  b y  so m e be  d eem ed  

a  fit sub jec t for p ity , an d  be sp o k en  o f  as 

an  im becile who o u g h t to  b e  ta k e n  care  

o f b y  his n ea r k ind red .
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B e i t  s o ; m y  m ind  an d  feelings w ill n o t  

> th e re b y  b e  m u ch  d is tu rb ed . I  am  now  

u p w ard s  o f  th reesco re  y ea rs  o f  age, an d  

w ill en d e a v o u r so fa r to  d e fen d  m y se lf 

a g a in s t th e  su p p o sitio n  o f b e in g  th o u g h t

le ss ly  sw ep t a lo n g  b y  th e  s tre a m  w hich 

is flow ing  ra p id ly , a n d  w ith  increasing  

s tre n g th , a s  to  s ta te  th a t  for tw e n ty  y ea rs  

I  h av e  b een  a  close an d  in q u irin g  observer 

o f  th is  su b je c t o f  S p iritua lism .

I  h a v e  o n e  m o re  rem ark  to  m ak e  a b o u t 

m yself, a n d  th a t  is w ith  re ference  to  m y  

soc ia l s ta tu s . F o r  m ore  th a n  fo rty  y e a rs  

I  have' been , w ith o u t in term ission , ac tive ly  

em p lo y ed  in  th e  C h ris tian  m in istry .

S ev era l y ea rs  ag o  an  esteem ed  friend  

w as re p o r te d  to  me; a s  h av in g  becom e 

“ in sane , positiv e ly  m ad, on  th e  su b jec t o f  

S p ir itu a lism .” N eed  I say  th a t  th is  w a s '
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calcu lated  to  g rieve  m e m uch ? A s  I  had  

never w itnessed  a n y  ac t, o r  h e a rd  any  

expression, w hich  m ig h t have  led  m e  to 

suspect th e  lea s t te n d e n c y  to  th e  m a lad y  

m y friend  was sp o k en  o f  a s  lab o u rin g  

under, I  d eem ed  i t  m y  d u ty  to  in q u ire  

in to  th e  accu racy  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t. H a d  

I o b ta in ed  p ro o f  o f  its  b e ing  co rrec t, m y  

sy m p a th y  in  sorrow  w ith  th e  re la tives 

w ould have b een  due , w hereas, in  th e  

absence o f  such  proof, m y  d u ty  w as to  

co rrec t th e  im pression  in  th e  m in d  of 

m y  inform ant, w hich d u ty  I  endeavoured  

soon a fte r to  c a rry  ou t. •

I  called upon  m y  friend, a n d  w as re

jo iced in b e ing  w elcom ed as u su a l, and 

in  conversing  a s  w e w ere w on t. The 

o n ly  rem ark  ab o u t S p ir itu a lism  w as t( 

th e  effect th a t  th o se  w ho acknow ledge;
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i t  w ere  su p p o sed  to  h av e  lo st th e ir  senses. 

T h e re  w as no  effort on  m y  friend ’s p a r t  to  

e n lis t o r  p ro se ly tise  m e.

A b o u t  th is  tim e  th e re  ap p ea red  in  th e  

perio d ica ls  various a rtic le s  a b o u t S p iri

tu a lism . S o m e  w ere w ritten  w ith  tem 

p e ran ce  a n d  ju d g m e n t, se ttin g  fo rth  th a t  

w h a t w as tra n sp ir in g  d em an d ed  considera

tio n  ; a n d  som e o f th e  a rtic le s  w hich a p 

p e a re d  w ere  ev id en tly  in ten d ed  to  h eap

un m easu red  rid icu le  o n  th e  su b je c t; w hile 
/ *

o th e rs  w ere couched  in  te rm s  d en o tin g  

th a t  i t  w as an  infidel m o v em en t ag a in s t 

C h ris tian ity .

I  ru m in a te d  an x io u sly  on w h a t becam e 

m uch  sp o k en  o f  an d  w ritten  ab o u t, an d  

considered  i t  a  d u ty  in  m y  office as a  

C h ris tian  m in is te r  to  m ak e  m y se lf ac

q u a in ted , i f  possib le, as to  w h a t th is  S p iri
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tualism  rea lly  was, an d  to  w h a t i t  seem ed  

likely to  lead. I f  I  h ad  com e to  th e  con

clusion th a t  i t  w as ca lcu la ted ' to  u n se ttle  

th e  m inds o f an y  o f m y  co n g reg a tio n , o r 

o f  my personal friends, m y  course w ould  

have been to  w arn  th em  a g a in s t i t ; if, on 

th e  o th e r h an d , th e re  w ere to  b e  som e

w h a t w hich ap p ea red  to  have  a n y  resem 

blance, how ever faint, to  th e  o u tp o u rin g  

Of th e  S p irit as  in  th e  p rim itiv e  d a y s  o f  

C hristian ity , it  w ould, I  th o u g h t, behove  

m e to  regard  th e  m a fte r  w ith  in ten se  

seriousness, and  to  m ak e  i t  th e  su b jec t 

o f p ray e r for en ligh tenm en t.

I  knew , on div ine au th o rity , th a t  fo r

m erly  th ere  was, am o n g  o th e r  g if ts  im 

p a rted  to  th e  C hurch , th e  d isce rn in g  o f  

sp ir its ; and  I h ad  n o t then , n o r  h av e  I 

now, evidence th a t  th e  g ifts  im p a rte d  w ere



w ith d ra w n . T h e y  w ere bestow ed , as  th e  

A p o s tle  s ta te s , to  effect ce rta in  specified 

resu lts , w h ich  a re  as y e t  b u t  p a r tia lly  

a c c o m p lish e d ; a n d  I  su b m it th a t  th e  

m em b ers  o f  th e  B o d y  o f C h ris t —  “ th e  

b lessed  co m p a n y  o f a ll fa ith fu l peop le  ”—  

now  on  e a r th  ( th e  C hurch  in  con tinuance) 

a re  n o t ex c lu d ed  from  th e  benefits  o f  

th e se  gifts.

I n  th is  s ta te  o f  m ind  I  w eighed  a t te n 

tiv e ly  a ll I  h e a rd  an d  read  a b o u t it. 

M uch  w as incred ib le  in  th e  absence  o f  

ev idence , a n d  a ll w as to  m e inexp licab le . 

M y  frien d  a lre a d y  re fe rred  to , w hom  I  

w as, an d  am  still, in  th e  h a b it  o f  m ee tin g  

— (o u r friendsh ip  h a s  su b sis ted  fo r m ore  

th a n  th ir ty  y ears , an d  to  th a t  friend  I  am  

p rin c ip a lly  in d eb ted  fo r th e  com m ence

m e n t o f  m y  acq u a in tan ce  w ith  S p iritu a l-

.. O n S p ir itu a lism . 23



;sm )— m y friend seem ed fu lly  to  rea lise  its  

tru th ;  and  I  am  su re  is n o t m ad , as h a d  

been repo rted  to  me.

I  resolved to  a d o p t m ean s for in fo rm 

in g  m yself m ore m inu te ly , esp ec ia lly  as 

b earin g  upon  m y  m in istry . I  conversed  

w ith  one, and  ano ther, a n d  an o th e r, b u t  

arrived a t  no conclusion b y  m ere ly  co n 

versing ab o u t it. I t  w as n ecessa ry  th a t  

I  should  have evidence of, o r  ex p erien ce  

in, th e  m a tte r— a m a tte r  n o t to  b e  trifled  

with. I  called  upon one w hom  I  k n ew  to  

be fam iliar w ith  th e  sub jec t, w ho sp o k e  

seriously, and  said  th e  inv estig a tio n  o u g h t 

to  be conducted  an d  close ly  asso c ia ted  

w ith  prayer. M y 'frien d — n o t a  c le rg y m an  

— offered an  ex tem p o re  p ra y e r, to  w hich  

I m ost sincerely  responded  A m en  f 

T h is in terview  led  m e to  in q u ire  a b o u t

24 O n S p ir itu a lism . -
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^ M e d iu m s :” w ho w ere th e y ?  o f  w hat 

social s ta tu s ?  D id  th e y  possess som e 

co n siderab le  m easu re  o f  in te lligence  ? 

W ere  th e y  relig ious ch a rac te rs?  H av in g  

o b ta in ed  th e  nam e  an d  ad d re ss  o f  an  

ack n o w led g ed , m edium , I  w en t to  th e  1 

h o u s e ; n o t a  m em b er o f m y  fam ily, n o r 

a n y  ind iv idual, b e in g  aw are o f  m y  in 

te n d e d  v is i t  

W h e n  in  th e  p resence  o f  th e  m edium ,

I  s ta te d  m y  wish to  o b ta in  in fo rm ation  

a b o u t S p iritu a lism , an d  ask ed  i f  I  m ig h t 

m ak e  a  few inqu iries resp ec tin g  it, hav ing  * 

h e a rd  som ew hat w hich I  d id  n o t com pre

hend . T h e  m edium  exp ressed  a  read i

ness to  give m e info rm ation  as  fa r as 

possib le. I  th en  inqu ired  if  a  fee o r p a y 

m en t w as to  be  charged . T h e re  w as not. 

T h e  m edium  req u ested  to  know  m y nam e.
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T o this I replied, “ You m ust excu se  m e; 

we are entire strangers to each other, and 

if  m y asking questions will be objection

able to you I w ill retire, but I decline  

stating who I am. . O f this I assure you, 

I am not com e to ridicule w hat I m ay  

hear, nor have I pre-determ ination to  

believe all you m a y d a y , nor am  I com e  

with the intention o f  arguing or d isp u tin g ; 

m y sole object is to  satisfy m yself on cer

tain points.”

I m ay state that I never before that 

day had seen the m edium ,'nor do I think  

the medium had ever before seen or heard  

of me.

During the interview, which lasted  a b o u t; 

an hour, sundry raps, which I was told  

were regarded as affirmative or as nega

tive, were distinctly  heard, in answer to
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questions suggested by me, but put into 

form o f words b y  the medium. It is 

unnecessary th at a lengthy description  

should b e g iven of all that occurred ; let  

it suffice to  say, that several unusual par

ticulars in  connection with m y profes

sional engagem ents were given, and given  

correctly. ' T h ese particulars could not 

possib ly  have been known to  the m edium ; 

also events relating to  ■ members o f  m y  

fam ily then living, and the departure from 

earth life o f  som e o f  m y near relatives, 

were also  d istinctly  stated.

I had occasion to  allude to  the death  

o f  one which tobk place several years be

fore ; upon this the m edium  said— “ N o ! 

not d ea th ; Spiritualists speak o f depar

tu r e ; .you r-------is not dead.”

T h e medium  about this tim e inquired
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of me if the answers to the questions  

which I had suggested were correct, to  

which I again replied, "You really m ust 

excuse my not admitting as correct, or 

contradicting, what I have heard; I have  

come to investigate as far as I can, and  

shall afterwards draw m y own conclu

sions.”

, On leaving the house, and during the 

entire remainder of the day (my interview  

was about three ' o’clock), I thought o f  

nothing else. Of this I was assured, that 

my actions and word? were described b y  

one or more having intelligence, who had 

not with mortal eyes or ears seen or heard 

th em ; and further, that a knowledge o f  

events connected with members o f  m y  

family was entertained by some unseen 

agents acquainted with mortal affairs;
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and to  w hich events I had not given the 

least clue.

I t  w as an overpowering thought; I 

asked  m yself, W as the agency from above 

or from  b e lo w ?  I had witnessed nothing 

bad, but still I  had not been accustomed 

to  such  com m unications, com ing apga- 

rently  from  inhabitants o f  the spirit-world. 

It forced m e to  m y knees, it  induced me 

to  pray for divine teaching and for preser

vation  from error, and from the influence' 

o f  all evil, especially  o f  ail evil spirits.

Such , w as the com m encem ent o f m> 

exp erien ce  in  w hat is now spoken of as  

“ Spiritualism  ” or “ M odem  Spiritualism.”

W ith  th e  conviction thus wrought, I  felt 

bound to  g o  farther into the m atter; and 

as far as possib le turn it to good account 

M y great an x iety  was to  know how it
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should be dealt with so as to m ake m y  

public and private ministrations m ore  

effectual. To allude to it in the pu lp it I 

considered would be unw ise; I was not 

prepared to advocate, or even to  defend  

by argument, what was in m any places  

occurring under the name o f  “ M anifesta

tions,” or when spoken o f in ridicule as 

“ Spirit-rappings.” I becam e from th is  

time conscious that m y preparation for 

the pulpit was increasingly associated  

with prayer for the promised aid o f  the  

Spirit from on h ig h ; and in m y pastoral 

visits and conversations with the sick  I 

realised and -was deeply thankful for th e  

result in many cases made known to  me.

This led me to attend future m eetings  

or stances, and I was perpetually on the  

qui vive to detect, if  possible, any decep
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t io n ; for I  candid ly  acknowledge I was 

n ot w h o lly  free from the thought that 

there m igh t b e  a  measure of trickery on 

the part o f  som e, who were spoken o f  as 

favouring Spiritualism , but who were not, 

in  universal estim ation, the m ost upright 

characters, and w ho did not speak o f it 

as, in  m y  opinion, the subject demanded.

I t  m ust be carefully borne in mind, 

th at I  d o  not undertake to  commend all 

that took  p lace a t these and other sdances 

— far from it. T he above remark will 

ap p ly  w ith the strongest possible force to  

accounts w hich have been published of 

different sta n ces  held in th is and other 

countries. ~ •

I t  is for th e  conscientious and right- 

m inded to  favour what is good, and dis

courage th e  opposite. I  do not hesitate
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to say that at a seance I have w itnessed  

what appeared to be m ost objectionable, 

as calculated to produce very unfavour

able impressions, and bordering upon  

somewhat near akin to profanity, and  

such as to greatly shock the religious 

feelings. On the other hand, I have a t  

stances sat beside, and held verbal inter

course and Christian communion with, 

brethren.in the ministry, whom I would  

gladly see in my pulpit teaching m y  

people,' I refrain, however, from com 

ment, and shall give an account o f  tw o  

of the early stances I attended,

1 One was held on a Sunday evening. 

To this I went with rather a doubtful 

mind as to whether it was right in a  

Christian man, especially a Christian min

ister, thus to appropriate Sabbath hours.
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B ut as m y m otive in g o in g , wap )n<H$ier

to  gratify curiosity, nor tc^peTcure amus.e-\
i t  Os t '

m e n t ,' but w ith  a desire' | o  VoaM-'whaj: ^
\ ,V v ^

m ight be useful, I proceec^dT"ifpfcrho\i>'^ 

ever, w ithout som e little  hesitatio'nT

T h e  party  assem bled, e igh t or ten i n ' 

num ber, had been seated around a table  

for a few  m inutes in perfect silence, when  

one expressed  a doubt as to  w hether there 

w ould b e  any m anifestations.

A n oth er o f  the com pany then inquired : 

“ A re w e a ll seated  a r ig h t? ” T h is was

responded to b y  raps, heard b y  all, and

recognised as affirmative or “ Y e s ! ” 

W hen a  n egative answer was intended, 

raps recognised .as such were given.

A n oth er  inquired, “ Sh a ll w e have a 

dark sta n ce  ? ”

“ N o  ! ” (signified b y  raps.)
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“ Shall we pray i ”

" Y e s !”

“ Is each person to pray in silencfi ?"

“ No !”
“ Is the person in whose house w e 'a re

now met to pray ? ”

"No I”
•• O r ----------? ”

“ No! ”
“ O r--------- ?”

“ No !”
“ O r-----------?"

“ Y e s !”

I was the person to p ray ; and it was 
indicated accordingly (by raps). We all 

k n elt; I prayed. After this a passage of 

Scripture was denoted to be read by me.

While reading, to my utter astonish

ment, when I came to a verse upon which,
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if  I had been conducting fam ily worship  

at hom e, I should have been inclined to  

m ake an observation, raps w ere d istin ctly  

heard b y  all p resen t I paused for a 

little , then proceeded ; again , on com ing  

to  another verse on w hich I should  have  

com m ented  had I been elsew here, raps 

were a second tim e h ea rd ; upon w hich I 

paused as before. R apping once more 

occurred, when I had finished reading the  

passage indicated.

T here w as not ojie present who had  

ever heard m e read the passage before ; 

o n ly  tw o o f  th e  party assem bled knew  

that I w as a “ R everend.”

M uch that I do not describe took  place  

afterwards. I need not record th e  reflec

tions which engaged  m e on g o in g  hom e.

T h e n e x t  stan ce  to be referred to was
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held on a week-day. On this occasion, 

one who is a medium— not a professional 

medium — had the hands bound w ith  

tape, the ends of which were w axed, and  

stamped with my seal, to the floor or  

wall, I do not remember which. T h e  

medium was reclining on a couch. W e  

sang a hymn. Soon afterwards, from a  

small square aperture in the cabinet where 

the medium alone was (which aperture 

the medium if standing could not have  

reached), from this aperture a hand w as  

projected, then the arm bare, and subse

quently a countenance, the m edium  all 

the while reclining, and in a deep trance.

Before long, raps loud and louder, and  

louder still, were heard. Som e present 

became alarmed, and at last the knock- 

gs resemMed the striking o f  the door
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panel w ith  a  brick in the hand o f  a power

ful man. O ne o f  the party exclaim ed/ 

" T h at is th e  work o f a bad spirit.” W ith

ou t g iv in g  th e  different remarks o f  those  

w ho w ere present, it  m ay be stated  that 

on e o f  th e  com pany said, " O n ly  prayer

can overcom e him ,” and -------w as asked

to  p r a y ; th is w as done in the form o f  

short ejaculations. T h e noise gradually  

abated ; prayer w as continued b y  another, 

and even tu a lly  all w as s ilen t; and there  

in the cab in et la y  th e  m edium , reclining  

as w hen left, w ith  the tape as described, 

and the w ax  unbroken. I sta te  facts, and  

refrain from com m ents.

S in ce th at stance, I have frequently  

attended  others, when there was w itnessed  

a  d iversity  o f  m anifestations; and have  

progressed in the w ay hundreds more have
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done, who have without prejudice investi

gated. Were the facts I have w itnessed  

to be all narrated, they would fill a large 

volume; I mention but a few incidents. 

On one occasion, when more than tw o  

hundred miles from home, and no m em ber  

of my family with me, I m et a m edium , 

a foreigner. This medium described a 

circumstance which had taken p lace in 

my household during m y absence. I  

said, “ There you are mistaken.” T o  this 

the medium replied, “ I am r ig h t; it  is  as 

I state.”

Returning home a week or ten  d a y s  

afterwards, I found that what the m edium  

had stated was correct. T he change had  

taken place, although I had not been in

formed of it by any member o f  m y fam ily.

I have heard both men and wom en
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speak  in trance continuously  from fifteen, 

to  th irty  m inutes, who, w hen the trance  

- w as over, d id not know  w hat th ey  had  

said.

A gain , there is now in m y possession  a 

photograph, taken in m y presence, and  

which, w hen afterwards exam ined, was 

found to  reveal to  th e  view' an apparent 

spirit-form , h avin g  a lon g  w hite lace veil, 

w hereas no such person had been seen  

in the room. T w o  m edium s— one o f whom  

is British born, the other is an A m erican  

— said the figure w as one o f  m y relatives, 

w ho had left earth life years before, and  

even specified  th e  relative tie. T h ese  

m edium s w ere unknown to  each other, 

and th ey  signified their respective opinions 

at* an interval o f  weeks.

I have also copies o f  w hat has been
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written by non-professional m edium s, 

members of families of high station, on  

different subjects: among these, m ost 

wholesome and even hallowed advice as 
to conduct, and cautions as to  the danger  

of trifling with messages purporting to  be  

from the departed, who are perm itted to  

communicate with those on ea rth ; also  

warnings to the wicked and ill-d isposed, 

who are liable to be deceived and led  

astray by evil influences from the spirit- 

world. .

I have heard, and read as given through  

mediumship, and by persons in trance, 

that modern Spiritualism is by d ivine  

ordering intended to open the eyes of 
many to see the wide-spread infidelity  of 
the age, to make men feel the certainty  

of a future state, and to expose the worth
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lessn ess o f  a m ere nom inal profession o f  

religious belief. B ut further particulars 

are not needed.

A fter  having  w itnessed what I have  

fa ithfully  described, i f  the w hole world 

w ere to  pronounce it im posture, trickery, 

hallucination o f m y  m ind, I could not 

sw erve nor be shaken in m y  convictions. 

I m ay even add, that i f  som e were to  be 

— I do not sa y  accused o f  lust— detected  

in  d eceiv in g  and p laying  tricks, w hile  

th ese  w ould merit the utm ost condem na

tion, still that circum stance would not, 

could  not, shake m y conviction that there 

is a pow erful agen cy  at work. I should  

regard d etected  tricks in the ligh t o f  

counterfeit coins, the ex isten ce  o f  which  

proves that there are genuine standard  

coins.
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Nor is my experience ex cep tio n a l; but 

were I to narrate any portion o f  th a t o f  

others, it would be diverging from m y  

original design.

A  word about physical m anifestations. 

What of “ table turning,” "chairs m oving  

about the room,” “ musical instrum ents 

playing of themselves,” “ spirit drawings,”

“ messages and answers b y  the plan- 

chette” ? These I have o f  course w it

nessed, to say nothing o f  additional 

phenomena, and what has resulted ? L e t  

others speak for them selves if  th ey  th ink  

fit, or let them silently meditate.

The result to me is a deeply-seated , 

unalterable conviction, that a power be

yond human strength, an in telligence be

yond human ken, and an influence beyond  

human control, are in operation, and
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that m any m arvels are being evidenced  

through w hat is in the present age d e

signated “ Spiritualism .”

T h at power, in telligence, and influence, 

exercised  b y  invisib le agency, alike for 

good  and evil, have in past ages been ap

parent, is am p ly  certified and illustrated by  

history, both  sacred and profane (secular). 

Inspiration, divination, dem onism , w itch

craft, m ay  be pointed  to.

I do not h esita te  to assert that it  is to  

m e an occasion o f  great thankfulness that  

circum stances led  m e to  think seriously o f  

th ese th ings, instead o f  jo in in g  in the cry, 

" T rick ery ! im posture! in fid e lity !” and  

other harsh ep ithets, which are em ployed  

b y  too  many.

Confining m y observations, as I have
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purposely done all along, to the religious 

aspect of the subject, I would in conclu 

sion ask, Does Spiritualism rightly used, 

or as used by right-minded and serious 

persons, aid in leading us to cherish com 

munion with the H oliest ? D oes it  enable  

us to realise a “ cloud o f w itn esses” as  

being in a measure cognisant o f  our 

doings while we are yet in the b od y ? 

Does it assist in enforcing the observance  

of Christian precepts? D oes it prom ote  

the cultivation o f Faith, H ope, and 

Charity? My opinion, conviction, and  

experience reply, It does.

I do not assert it produces these re

sults in all. A  draught that m ay be bene

ficial to one patient m ay be injurious to  

another. This depends upon the condi
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tion  o f  hea lth  in each o f  th e  patients. S o  

it  is w ith  th e  m ind and soul as regards 

in tellectual and spiritual operations.

T rue it  is, and forcib ly h as it  been  

brought before m y m ind on the perusal 

o f  letters from dear and m uch-valued  

friends, th at som e seem  not o n ly  to  de

preciate, but even  to  repudiate i t ; and  

to  th e  ex ten t o f  their, in m y  estim ation, 

m isapplied powers, tram ple it under their  • 

feet.

I regret th is on their account, and w ith  

th e  k in d est intention  w ould rem ind them  

that a present d esp ising  o f  blessings, o f  

w hatever kind, m ay en ta il future and very  

sore regret.

I t  seem s to  m e th at th ose  who, after a  

candid and patient investigation  o f Spiri

tualism  in its different phases, arrive a t
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the conclusion that it tends to  quicken  

intelligence, and induce aspiration heaven

wards, ought not to object avow ing th is ; 

whereas, such as do not realise these 

effects, ought habitually to exhibit a  

commendable, if not superior, sta te  of 

heart and mind, by abstaining from the 

utterance of expressions conveying a  con

demnation of those who conscientiously  

differ from them.
< >

'But on the importance, the m arvellous 

features, and beneficial use o f  Spiritualism  

rightly applied, much has been said and 

written by others better qualified. I  shall 

only add that my endeavour has been, and 
is, to act upon the injunction of one who 

thus spoke under inspiration assuredly  

from heaven, “L e t every m an be F U L L Y  

PERSUADED IN  HIS OW N M IND.”
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P .S .  —  T h e  foregoing has been in 

m anuscript for som e tfme. I have inten

tion a lly  refrained from m aking it  public, 

w atching at the sam e tim e the current o f  

events. I am  m ore and more convinced  

th at Spiritualism , although b y  som e ridi

culed , b y  others denounced as dem oniac, 

is s ilen tly  and effectually  w orking a  

widespread revolution for good  in the  

thoughts o f  m any, and consequently can  

with equanim ity, and w ithout a  vindic

tive  feeling, subm it to  the scornful words 

o f  such as seem  to  repudiate the idea o f  

spiritual com m unications being m ade to  

m en y e t  in the body.

T R IN T K D  B y  B A L L A N T Y N E , H AN SO N  A N D  CO. 
ED IN BU R G H  AN D  LONDON


