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AN INQU£RY 

INTO TllB 

REALITY OF DIVINE REVELATION. 

PART IV. 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

CHAPTER I. 

Tirn EXTERNAf, EVll>ENCE. 

BEFORE we proceed to examine the evidence for 
miracles and the reality of Divine Revelation which is 
furnished by the last historical book of the N cw Testa
ment, entitled the" Acts of the Apostles," it is well that we 
should briefly recall to mind some characteristics of the 
document, which most materially affect the value of any 
testimony emanating from it. Whilst generally asserting 
the resurrection of Jesus, and his bodily ascension, re
garding which indeed it adds fresh details, this work 
presents to us a new cycle of miracles, and so profusely 
introduces supernatural agency into the history of the 
early church that, in comparison with it, the Gospels 
seem almost sober narratives. The Apostles are instructed 
and comforted by visions and revelations, and they, and 
all who believe, are filled wit.h the Holy Spirit and speak 
with other tongues. 'l'he Apostles arc <lelivere<l from 

VUL Ill. B 
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2 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION 

prison and from bonds by angels or by an earthquake. 
Men fall lk•a1l or arc smitten with blindness at their 
rcLuke. They heal the sick, raise the dead, and hand
kerchiefs brought from their bodies cure diseases and 
expel evil spirits. 

As a general rule, any document so full of miraculous 
episodes and supernatural occurrences would, without 
hesitation, be characterized as fabulous and incredible, 
and would not, hy any sober-minded reader, be for a 
moment accepted as historical. There is no other testi
mony for these miracles. Let the reader endeavour to 
form some conception of the nature and amount of evi
dt•tu.·e necessary to establish the trnth of statements 
antecedently so incredible, and compare it with the 
h•stimony of this solitary and anonymous document, the 
charaekr and value of which we shall now proceed 
nwn.• doscly to examine. 

It is g·t.·1wra1ly admitted, and i1ttlee1l it is undt.•niahle, 
that no t.fo•tinct and unequivocal rctl.•rcuce to the Acts of 
the Apostlt.·s, and to Luke as tht•ir author, occurs in the 
writings of Fathers hl'forc t.lnt.• hy lren<cus1 ahout the 
t.•n1l of t ht.• St.'Cllt11l t.•entury. Passag1.'s are, howt.•ver, 
1)()int1.-..l out in earlier writing:' as i1Hlie;Uing the use and 
cous1.•qu1.'nt t•xistt.•nt.·e t.lf our dllttm11.·nt, all of which we 
shall now 1.•xaminc. 

1 .-\d\'". lI;t'r., iii. U, H I. :? ; r.:,r.t·, t::iul. N. T., p. 1:?4; Cml11f"f', 
Einl. X. T .. i. I.!'· :l";3 f.; J:i,;;,,.,.,,, J::iul. X. T., ii. I" ";t f.; G~rid.-.., 

Gt""'*Dlmti,.'\'"'-"h. X. T .. p. :!";~l tf.: Ki"·· .. · .. _rrr, Qut'!J,,t:s:umnl. X. T. Ca.nonii, 
I" ltH, aum. :?; .v,.~a. Kr. e.x~. Il'bu,·h. ut>. di,, ..\po.~telg.~te, -ite 
Aull.. 1~-;11.p. 1 f.; _y,._,,·, .. <.--r, Einl.X. T .. p.~>3";.anm.:?: S-;.1.i-c:;ler, 
Pa,; u~h.lp. Zdt •• ii. p. 11::'. aum. :! : l~ ll"r::t, Einl. X. T., p. :!.H; 
Zc?:<r, Di~ .l}'~t•'4'"->«hicht~. l&>-1, I" ':), 
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CLEMENT OF ROME. 3 

Several of these occur in . the " Epistle to the Corin
thians,'' ascribed to Clement of Rome. The first, imme
diately compared with the passage to which it 1s sup
posed to be a reference, 1 is as follows :-

EPISTLE, c. ll. ·1 

Ye were all humble-minded, 
not boasting at all, subjecting 
yourselves rather than subjecting 
others, more gladly giving than 
receiving. 
ILirrfs n lm1m"°4'po11fiTE1 /l.,,a;,, &Xa

CowvcSJ.ln•ot, Wrm-auuoJ.lfllOl, J.lUAAOJI q 
VrroTOITITOJITfS1 ijaw11 a1a.J11ns ? ">..a/1.-
f!JG-ru •..• 

Acrs xx. 3.5. 

. • • . and to remember tho words 
of tho Lord Jesus, that he himself 
said: It is more blOBBod to give 
than to receive. 

• • • • /l."'l/J.OllfUf&JI T"£ T6'11 ">..Oyc.>11 TOV 
1CVpfo11 'I11uoii, oTI alrros fT'ITnr Mmcap1011 
flTTlll J.lM">..011 a1ao1141 ? ">..af'fla11n11. 

The words of the Epistle are not a quotation, but 
merely occur in the course of an address. 'fhey do not 
take the form of an axiom, but arc a comment on the 
conduct of the Corinthians, which may have been sug
gested either by written or oral tradition, or by moral 
maxims long before current in heathen philosophy.~ It 
is unnecessary to enter minutely into this, however, or 
to indicate the linguistic differences between the two 
passages, for one point alone settles the question. In 
the Acts: the saying, "It is more blessed to give than 
to receive," is distinctly introduced as a quotation of 

1 J>rwel, Patr. Ap. Opp., 1863, p. 48; Ilefele, Patr. Ap. Opp., 1842, 
p. 29; JacobBon, Patr. Apost., 1863, i. p. 11 ; Kirclilio/eT, Quellens. N. 
T. Canons, p. 162; Lardner, Credibility, &c., Works, 1788, ii. p. 34; 
Lightfoot, The Epistles of S. Clement of Romo, 1869, p. 36. Cf. Meyer, 
Die Apostclgeschichte, p. 453. 

' ~ 'IT0Hi11 ;;ai011 l1TT1 Toii '1Tauxn11. b'picur. ap. Plut. Mor. p. 7i8 c. 
Errat enim si quis beneficium liLentins accipit quam reddit. Seneca, 
Epist. lxxxi. 17. Millo11 flTTI TOV t>..n18f piov TO a1a&J1a1 orr aft ? ">..a/J.13allflll 
;,&,, afl, a:al µq ">..aµ{3avn11 08f11 ov aci. Tqr yap dpfriir µa>..">..011 TO f~ 'ITOlftl' ? 
TO ro 'ITU<TXflJI, Ari&totle, Eth. Nicom. fr. I. tlc.>pc"iulhu a:al a&ao11a1 ICpfLTTOJI 
4 ).af'fliiw111. Artcmidor. Oneirocr. iv. 3. Cf. Wetstein, N. T. Gr. I. c. 

B 2 
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SCPERXA.Tl'RAL RELIGIOX. 

"wor<ls of the Lord Jesus," and the exhortation "to 
remember" them, conveys the inference that they were 
well known. They must either have fom1ed part of 
Gospels now no longer extant, as they are not found in 
ours, or have been familiar as the unwritten tradition of 
sayings of the Master. In either case, if the p~o-e 
in the Epistle be a reference to these words at all, it 
cannot reasonably be maintained that it must necessarily 
have been derived from a work which itself <listinctly 
quotes the words from another source. It would be 
against every principl~ of evidence, under such circum
stances, to affirm the passage to be an allusion to this 
special work, of whose previous existence we have no 
independent evi<lence.1 The slight coincidence in the 
expression, without indication that any particular passage 
is in the mind of the author, and without any mention of 
the Acts, therefore, is no evidence of the existence of that 
work. 

A few critics point to some parts of the following 
passage as showing acquaintance with Acts:-" Through 
jealousy Paul also pointed out the way to the prize of 
patience, having borne chains seven times, having been 
put to flight, having been stoned ; having become a 
preacher both in the East and in the \Vest, he gained 
the noble reuown <luc to his faith; having taught the 
whole world righteousness, and come to the extremity 
of the \Vest, and having suffered martyrdom by command 
of the rulers, he was thus removed from the world and 
went to the holy place, having become a most eminent 

1 Davi.Uo11, Int. N. T., ii. p. 269; Eichhorn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 73; 
Ekker, Disq. crit. et hist. de Clem. Rom. prioro nd Cor. epist., 1854, 
p. 69; Hilgt11fel<l, Die npost. V'ater, 1853, p. i3; N. T. extra Can. rccept. 
1866, i., p. iS; Z1Utr, Apostclgesch., p. 9. 
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CLEMENT OF ROME. 

example of patience." 1 The slightest impartial con
sideration, however, must convince any one that this 
passage does not indicate the use of the "Acts of the 
Apostles." The Epistle speaks of seven imprisonments, 
of some of which the Acts make no mention, and this 
must, therefore, have been derived from another sourcc.2 

'fhe reference to his " coming to the extremity of the 
\Vest" ('rlpp.a .~s 8vufws), whatever interpretation be 
put upon it., an<l to his death, obviously carries the history 
further than the Acts, and cannot have been derived 
from that document. 

'l'he last passage, which, it is affirmed,3 shows ac
quaintance with the Acts of the Apostles is the following: 
" But what shall we say regarding David who hath ob
tained a good report ( brl T<fj p.€p.apTvp1Jp.lv<p ~av€l'8) ? 
unto whom (7rpos &v) God said: 'I found a man after 
mine own heart, David, the son of Jesse : in ever
lasting mercy I anointed him.' "• This is said to be de
rived from Acts xiii. 22 : "And when he removed him 
he raised up to them David for king; to whom also he 

I .&a VfMll a:al 0 llaii).or wop.ol'ijr {3pa/3Eio11 [ W~fl JEn1, f7JTWclS aEup.a t/Joptuar I 
4'~ls, ).iiJauiJ,[r, 1Cqpue y•"°P.'"'°r ;11 TE ,.Y a110T0Xy 1Cal ;,, ,.Y Mun, To yE11-
..U011 rijr trlCTTu11r altroii a:).ior na{3f11, 3tKIUOuVlllJV B1aaear O>..ov TOI' 1Coup.ov, ICQt 

.... , ro Tipp.a rijr MunA1r t">..80.v· 1Cal p.apTIJpquar tr.l TC..11 ;,yov,...;.,,,,,,,, oiiTcair 
a.-.,llii)"I Toii 1C0up.ou 1Cal tir TOii lfyw11 TWOV '1rop•ve,,, wop.ol'ijr )'flllip.t'llOr 
p.iycCTT~ imoypap.p.or. c. v. 

: Druael, Patr. Ap. , p. 52; Ekker, Disq., p. 64; Hilgenftld, Die ap. 
Yater, p. 109, anm. 13; N. T. extra Can. recept., i. p. 79; Lightfoot, Eps. 
or S. Clement of Romo, p. 48; Lipsiua, De Clementia Rom. Ep. ad Cor. 
priore Diaq., 1855, p. 12R, Annot. 3: Zeller, Apg., p. 9. 

• Drt.1«l, Patr. Ap., p. 6S; Htfelt, Patr. Ap., p. 40; Lightfoot, Eps. 
of 8. Clem. p. 79; Tregellea, Can. Murat., p. 82; Wotton, Clem. Rom., 
p. 90. er. Lard11er, Credibility, &c., Works, li88, ii. p. 34; Kirchhofer, 
Quellens., p. 161. 

• Tl 3i ftn-caip.tv iirl T<f> JloffUJpTUP'IP.;"':l t.auEiB; 1rp0~ Av •lir'" d iJEor, E~po11 
hapa icara nj11 a:ap3Uu. p.ou, t.aufl3 TOii Toii 'I,uuai, iv .?..in ai"'"'rt i)(piua ain-011 
c. xviii. 
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SUPER~ATURAL RELIGION. 

gave testimony <<P Kat El1T& µ.aprof'1'ua<;) : I found David 
the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, who will 
do all my will." 1 The passage, however, is compounded 
of two quotations loosely made from the Septuagint ver
sion of the Old Testament, from which all the quotations 
in the Epistle me taken. Ps. lxxxviii. 20: " I found 
DaYid my servant; in holy mercy I anointed him."' And 
1 Sam. xiii. 14: " A man after his own heart." 3 Clement 
of Alexandria quotes this passage from the Epistle, 
and for "in everlasting mercy" reads "with holy oil" (& 
l>..alcf a:yt<t>) as in the Psalm.• Although, therefore, our 
Alexandrian MS. of the Epistle has the reading which we 
have given abon>, even if Wl' suppose that the Alexau
<lrian Clement may have fouud a more correct version 
in his 1\IS., the argument would not be affected. The 
whole similarity lies in the insertion of " the son of 
J l'sse," but this was a most common addition to any 
mention of David, and by the completion of the passage 
from the Psalm, the omission of "who will do all my 
will," the peculiar phrase of the Acts, as well as the 
difference of intro<luctory expressions, any connection 
between the two is severed, and it is apparent tliat the 
quotation of the Epistle may legitimately be referred to the 
Septuagint,6 with which it agrees much more closely 

1 Kai l'ETaUTTivar tM-011 ;ry.ipfll ro11 ~la aitToir flr {3aut>.ia, ¥ ma tliro 
JIOP"'P~uar. E{;po11 ~av1ia To11 Toii 'lfuval, ~pa ««TO n}• a:apbia• ""'" 3r """~"" 
wci11Ta TO 81>..~l'«Ta JIOV· Acts :xiii. 22. 

: E~po11 ~vla To11 &v>..civ ,.ov, ;11 l>..fo d-yi¥ ;XP,va «WO ... The Alexandrian 
MS. reads /11 lA.ai'I' ci-yi'I' ,_ov. The quotation given is tho reading of the 
Vatican Code::t. 

3 .~ a.O(HA'froll ««Ta n/11 1eapaia11 ai-Toii. 
• Stromata, iv. li. 
' J::iclilwn1, Einl. N. T., p. i2 f. ; ~ll~, Apoatelgosch., p. 9. Cf. DutJid

~r,11, Int. N. T., ii. p. 269; llil:1e1~Md, Dit> ap. Vater, p. 101. 
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CLEMENT OF ROME. 7 

than with the Acts. In no case could such slight 
coincidences prove acquaintance with the Acts of the 
Apostles.1 

Only one passage of the " Epistle of Barnabas" is 
referred to by any one 2 as indicating acquaintance with 
the Acts. It is as follows, c. 7: "If therefore the son 
of God, being Lord, and about to judge quick and 
dead {Kru µ.t>.:> •. wv Kptvnv {wvra~ Kal vEKpov~) suf
fered," &c. This is compared with Ads x. 4:? 
"and to testify that it is he who has been appointed 
by God judge of quick and dead" (on airr6s l<rrw o 
• '., "'()"' 'Y' ' "')Ld wptuµ.&o~ V1TO Tov Eov KPLTTJ~ ~wvrwv Kat VEKpwv . ar -
ner, who compares the t•xprcssion of the Epistle with 
Acts, equally compares it with that in 2 Tim. iv. 1 . . . 
"and Christ Jesus who is about to judge the quick and 
dea<l" (p.tA>..ovros KplvEw {wVTa~ Kal vEKpovs), to which it 
is more commonly refened,3 and 1 Pet. iv. 5 . . . " to 
him who is ready to judge quick and dead" {Kpwai {wvra~ 

Kat vEKpov~). He adds, however : '' It is not possible to 
my, what text he refers to, though that in Timothy has 
the same words. But perhaps there is no proof that he 
refers to any. This was an article known to every com
mon Christian; whereas this writer (whoever he be) was 
able to teach the Christian religion, awl that without 
respect to any written gospels or epistler,."• It is scarcely 

1 .Alf<lrd, Greek Test., ii. Proleg. p. 20; Eichlior11, Einl. N. T., p. 72 f. ; 
HilfY11feld, Ap. Vater, p. 108; Ntudecker, Einl. N. T., p. 33i, anm. 2; Zeller, 
Apg., p. 9. Dr. Weatcott does not claim any: On tho Canon, 18i5, p. 48, note 2. 

' Kirchhofer, Quellons. N. T. Can., p. 161. 
s Cf. Walcott, On the Canon, p.411, n. 2. [The refo1-onces to Dr. Westcott's 

work on the Canon in the first two volumes are always to the 2nd ed., 1866, 
and those in this third volumo to the 4th ed., 18i5, except where other
wise specified.] 

4 Credibility, &c., Works, li88, ii, p. Ii. 
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8 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

uecessary to add anything to this. There is of course no 
trace of the use of Acts iu the Epistle.1 

It is asserted that there is a '' clear allusion " ~ to Acts 
in the Pastor of Hermas. The passages may be com
pared as follows : 

Vis. 1v. 2. 
. • • and didst open thy heart to 

the Lord, believing that by no other 
couldst thou be saved than by the 
great and glorious name. 

• • • • • «al n}v mpaUiv uov rf-.o~r 
'trpur TOI' icVpu:w, frlO'TfVO'IJf ;;r, a,· 
oi>a1vor M"fl ua>8q11ai ,, ~;, aia TOV 
~1yci>.011 1:al ;,,a.;e.w cl11o,.m-or. 

ACTS IV. 12. 
And there is salvation innoother: 

for neither is there any other name 
under the heaven that baa been 
given among men whereby we 
must be saved. 

«al ov« fO'T"' ;,, &>.>.¥ oil&11l ij """'IPUJ• 
ova( .,0.p S-.oµ,c;i 'O'T"' rr1po• VirO TOI' 

I OVpcuOI' To a,&~tllOI' '" a..8~r '" 
! ~ M "~111111 9"4r. 

The slightest comparison of these passages suffices . to 
show that the one is not dependent on the other. The 
Old Testament is full of passages iu which the name of 
the Lord is ruagnified as the ouly source of safety and 
salvation. Jn the Pauline Epistles likewise tht!re are 
numerous passages of a similar tenour. For instance, 
the passage from Joel ii. 32, is quoted Rom. x. 13: 
" For whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
b d" (Il A ' ... + t \ ' • , c save as yap os av E'TTLKaAE<rrJT«t. To ovoµ.a. KVpwv 

uc1JfJ1}uE-rai).3 There was in fact no formula more current 
either amongst the Jews or in the early Church; and 
there is no legitimate ground for tracing such an expres
sion to the Acts of the Apostles.• 

1 Eichhorn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 72; Neudcckc-, Eiul. N. T., p. 337, anm. 
2 ; Donaldao11, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., i. p. 242. 

1 JVeatcott, On the Canon, p. 198 f. 
1 The same passage is quoted, Acts ii. 21. Cf. Ephes. i. 20, 21 ; Philip. 

ii. 9 ff.; 1 John v. 13 f. 
4 Zeller, Apostelgesch., p. 10; Davi<ho11, lot. N. T., ii. p. 269. Neither 

Kirchhofer nor Lardr1er advances the pas~ at all. 
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THE PASTOR OF HERMAS. 9 

The only other passage which is quoted 1 ai:; indicating 
acquaintance with Acts is the following, which we at 
once contrast with the supposed parallel : 

SDllL. IX. 28. 
But ye who suffer on account of 

the name ought to praise God, that 
God deemed ye worthy to bear his 
name, and that all your sins may 
be redeemed. 

'11Uis a« ol trauxo,,ns ;,,.l<flf Toii J..O,.a
ns ~'f"' 04H1'>..rr1 TO" 81ov, an 
~iovs '1~s ,;y.)uarn o 8tos ill'G rnilrnv 
TO ;;,,.,114 {!Ja<TTa,,,,.f, ml fl'Qua& Vf'OJJI al 
dp.opr&tu la80.u"'. 

AC.T8 v. 41. 
So they departed rejoicing from 

the presence of the council that 
thoy wore counted worthy to suffer 
shame for the name. 

ol ,,;., oJ,, mplVolfTO xalpow1s chro 
trpou"'1ro11 Toii f1'1111eapio11, iiT, 1<aniE10.
Hr,uav inrip rnii J..Ol'aTIJs b&1'40'8i,Jl'G&, 

Herc again a formula is employed which is common 
throughout the New 'l'estament, and which, applied as 
it is here to those who were persecuted, we have reason 
to believe was in general use in the early Church. It is 
almost unnecessary to point out any examples. Every
where "the name" of God or of Jesus is the symbol used 
to represent the concrete idea, and in the 11eavenly Jeru
salem of the Apocalypse the servants of God and of the 
Lamb are to have " ltis name" on their foreheads. The 
one expression, however, which is peculiar in the pas
sage: "counted worthy,"-in the Acts 1CaT71,u!J871<To.v, 
and in the Pastor O.ffovs 1}yr}uaTo,-is a perfectly natural 
and simple one, the use of which cannot be exclusively 
conceded to the Acts of the Apostles. It is found fre
quently in the Pauline Epistles, as for instance in 2 Thes. 
i. 5, where, after saying that they give thauks to God for 
them and glory in the churches of God for the patience 
and faith with which the Thessalonians endure persecu-

1 Lardntr, Works, ii. p. 56. Thia is not ad\·anced Ly Kirc/1/wft:r, nor 
does Dr. Wulcoll refer to it. Even H~fcle does not suggest a reference. 
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10 SFPERNATl'RAL RELIGION. 

tions, the writer continues: " which is a token of the 
righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worth.11 
(1eara~UJJfJ~va.t.) of the kingdom of God, for which ye also 
suffer (mfaxeTe} ;" and again, in the same chapter, v. 11, 
12, "Wherefore we also pray always for you that our 
God may count you 1rorthy (a~u,Jo-u) of the calling, and 
fulfil all good pleasure of goodness and work of faith with 
power; that tlte name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in 
you (lv&~aufJV TO ovop.a TOV Kvptov T,p.wv 'J11uoii lv vp."iv)," 
&c. The passage we are examining cannot be traced 
to the "Ads of the Apostles." 1 It must be obvious to 
all that the Pastor of Hcrmas does not present any evi
dence even of the existence of the Acts at the time it was 
written.2 

Only two passages in the Epistles of pseudo-Ignatius 
are pointed out as indicating acquaintance with the Ads, 
and even these are not advanced by many critics. "' e 
have already so fully discussed these Epistles that no 
more need now be said. 'Ve must pronounce them spu
rious in all their reccnsious and incapable of affording 
evidence upon any point earlier than towards the end of 
the second century. Those, however, who would still 
receive as genuine the testimony of the three Syriac 
Epistles muf't declare that they do not present any trace 
of the cxistt:nce of the Acts, inasmuch as the two pas
sages adduced to show the use of that work do not occur 
in those letters. They arc found in the shorter recension 
of the Epistles to the Smyrnreans and Philadelphians. 
We might, therefore, altogether refuse to examine the 

I EichhONI, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 73 f . 
' DonaldMJfl, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., i. p. 306; DavidMJfl, Int. N. T., 

ii. p. 269; Neudtektr, Einl. N. T., p. 337, anm. 2; Zelltr, Apostelgescb., 
p. 9 f. 
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THE IGNATIAN EPISTLES. 11 

passages, but. in order to show the exact nature of the 
case made out by apologists, we shall briefly refer to them. 
We at once compare the first with its supposed parallel.1 

EP. TO SMYRN. iii. 
But after the resurrection he did 

eat and driok with them, as in the 
fleah, although spiritually unitP.d to 
the Father. 
Mmi 3t ,.,,,, a..OUTaO"&I' UVl'fcpaytl' 
alrro'ir ml UVl'ftrlflf cl>r uap1wcor, tcaltrf p 
fnlfllf"JTUC~f ?"61J1.fl'Or Ttji traTp[. 

ACTS x. 41. 
.••• even to us who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from 
the dead. 

• • • • ?p.&11 oi'nlffr uv11fcpayopt11 teal 
UVl'ftrlopt11 alrrtji p.fTa TO OJ10arij11cu 
alrro11 fl( l'flC~ll. 

There is nothing in this passage which bears any 
peculiar analogy t.o the Acts, for the statement is a 
simple reference to a tradition which is also embodied 
both in the third Synoptic2 and in the fourth Gospel ; s 
and the mere use of the common words t/>Q.-yEiv and 
,,,{11EL11 could not prove anything. The passage occurs in 
the Epistle immediately after a quotation, said by Jerome 
to be taken from the Gospel according to the Hebrews, 
relating an appearance of Jesus to "those who were with 
Peter," in which Jesus is represented as making them 
handle him in order to convince them that he is not an 
incorporeal spirit.• The quotation bears considerable 
affinity to the narrative in the third Synoptic (xxiv. 39), 
at the close of which Jesus is represented as eating with 
the disciples. It is highly probable that the Gospel 
from which the writer of the Epistle quoted contained 
the same detail, to which this would naturally be a direct 

1 Lardner, Credibility, &<'., Works, ii. p. 'i3 f.; Kircl1hofw, Quelleus., 
162; Zahn, Ignat. v. Ant., 18i3, p. 600. 

Dr. Westcott does not claim either this or the second (On the Canon, 
r. 48, note 2), and Hefele merely sugg<'ste comparison with Acts (Patr. 
Ap., p. 103, p. 98). 

'Luke xxiv. 42 ff. 
s John xxi. 12 ft'. 
4 Quoted S. R., i. p. 270. 
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12 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

descriptive reference. In any case it affords no evidence 
of the existence of the Acts of the Apostles.1 

The second passage, which is still more rarely ad
vanced, 2 is as follows :-

EP. To PBILAD. ii. Acre xr. 29. 
For many wolves (which appear) : I know that after my departing 

worthy of belief, make captive by \ grievous wolves will enter in among 
evil pleasure the runners in the . you, not sparing the flock. 
oourse of God. 
'11'0>.Aol "1¥ Av11:0& ~""'°lC7T"O' .;&..u I ;.y;,,, olaa an flcrtAfVO'Ol"1U ~ n}" 
tUUCfJ alXJlaA.,,.&Coucru• TOVf 8n~pO/M'Vf. : &/>~& .. /M'V Av1ten /Ja(H'ir rlr v,,.Gr, ,,.;, 

! cfm&>JU"O' roii 'll'0&1'11lov. 

The only point of coincidence between these two pas
sages is the use of the word " wolves." In the Epistle the 
expression is 1TOAAof. AVKOI. a~L01Tl.CTTOL, whilst in Acts it is 
AvKoc. {Jape"'. Now the image is substantially found in 
the Sermon on thel\Iount, one form of which is given in the 
first Synoptic, vii. 15, 16, and which undeniably must have 
formed part of many of the Gospels which are mentioned 
by the writer of the third Synoptic. \Ve find Justin 
Martyr twice quoting another form of the saying: "For 
many ( 1To>.Aol) shall arrive in my name, outwardly indeed 
clothed in sheep's skins, but inwardly being ravening 
wolves (XvKoc. Q.prra-yer;).'' 3 The use of the term as ap
plied to men was certainly common in the early Church. 
The idea expressed in the Epistle is more closely found 
in 2 Timothy iii. 1 ff., in the description of those who are 
to come in the last days, and who will (v. 6) "creep into 
the houses and make captive ( a.lXJJ-aAC1YTt'oVT'Er;) silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts." 

I Ililgt11/tld, Die ap. Vater, p. 280 f.; Meyer, Apoetclgesch., 1870, p. 1; 
Neudecker, Einl. N. 'l'., p. 337, anm. 2; Zeller, Apostelgeech., p. lil. 

: Jarobao11, Patr. Ap., ii. ·HS. 
1 See discll.88ion of tho quotation, S. Il., i. p. 3561 note I, p. 379 f. 
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EPISTLE OF POLYCARP. 13 

'fhe passage cannot be traced to the Acts,1 and the 
Ignatian Epistles, spurious though they be, do not pre
sent any evidence of the existence of that work.2 

Only two sentences are pointed out in the " Epistle of 
Polycarp " as denoting acquaintance with the Acts. The 
first and only one of these on which much stress is laid 
is the following : 3 

El'ISTLB i. 
Whom God raised (fr"f'*).having 

loosed the pa.ins of hell (~11). 

3,, fyflpo ci o,or X.luar Tar ~l'llr Toii 
;&11. 

AO'I'S ii. 2~. 
Whom God raised up (/Murqu,), 

having loosed the pains of death 
( 8cu1ciT011 ). 
Aa. ci 8for W,ltrr11ufa. X.luar Tar c!>a&a.ar 
Toii 8CUltlT011. 4 

It will be obvious to all tha.t, along with much simi
larity, there is likewise divergence between these sen
tences. In the fin;t phrase the use of 1fynpE in the 
Epistle separates it from the supposed parallel, in which 
the word is avl<TT'J<TE. The number of passages in the 
Pauline Epistles con-esponding with it are legion (e.g. 2 
Cor. iv. 14, Ephes. i. 20). 'fhe second member of the 
sentence, which is of course the more important, is in 
reality, we contend, a reference to the very Psalm quoted 
in Acts immediately after the verse before us, couched in 
not unusual phraseology. Psalm xvi. 10 (Sept. xv.), reads: 

1 Ztl/d, Apoetelgesch., p. 51. 
1 Crcdntr, Einl. N. T., i. 1, p. 274; Mtyer, Apostelgesch., 4to Aufl., p. 

1 ; Ntudtcktr, Einl. N. T., p. 337, anm. 2; Zeller, Apg., I'• 51 f. Cf. 
Eichliorn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 74. 

s DrtUtl, Patr. Ap., p. 3i7; Davidlon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 2i0; Donauu1m, 
llist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., 1864, i. p. 197; Hefeu, Patr. Ap., p. 117 ; 
Holtzmann, Zeitschr. wiss. Thcol., 187i, p. 205; JurobfQ11, Pntr. Ap., ii. p. 
525; b."ircM1ofer, Quellens., p. 162; Lardner, Works, ii. p. 93; Trtgtllu, 
Can. Murat., p. 82; Wutcott, Canon, 1874, p. 48, note 2; Zeller, Die 
Apostelgescb., p. 52 f. Cf. Eichhwn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. i4 I. 

4 It is right to point out that the Cod. Bezm (D) reads 9&v here, 
although all the older, and almost all other, MSS. b11ve 8avtiT011. 
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14 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

" For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell" (~&,v).1 In 
Ps. xviii. 5 (Sept. xvii. 5) we have, " The pains of hell 
(w&'v€~ ~&11) compassed me about." 2 The difference 
between the ~wa~ Toil ~&11 of the Epistle and the 
C:,8wa~ Tov Oavcfro11 of the Acts is so distinct that, finding 
a closer parallel in the Psalms to which reference is 
obviously made in both works, it is quite impossible to 
trace the phrase necessarily to the Acts. Such a passage 
cannot prove the use of that work,3 but, if it could, we 
might inquire what evidence for the authorship and trust
worthiness of the Acts could be deduced from the cir
cumstance ? • 

The second passage, referred to by a few writers,5 is 
as follows :-

EPCSTLE viii. 
Lot us thorofore become imita

tors of his patience, and if we suffer 
for his name, let us praise him. 

M'fl'l'"al 0~11 Yf"6'µf8a rijr woµo.,Jjs 
aln-ou· ical 1;,11 fTQU}(ll>flfl1 aw '1"0 i:voµa 
aVroV, 3oEdC6>J'fl' aVrt)v. 

ACTS v. 41. 
So they departed from the pre

sence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for tho name. 
Ol flf1' 0~11 ftrOpfoovro xalpovru <ifr.} 
trpoumv Tov u1111faplo11, o.,., /UJ'l"1/~,,;,-
8riua11 w(p 'l"ou 011oµCJT"Os O...'fla~vnt. 

It is not necessary to do more than contrast these 
passages to show how little the " Epistle of Polycarp" 
can witness for the "Acts of the Apostles." 'Ve have 
already examined another supposed reference to this very 
passage, and the expressions in the Epistle, whilst 
scarcely presenting a single point of linguistic analogy to 

1 Cod. E reads f.&11. 
' In the Sept. version of Job, xxxix. 2, the expression c!.a&ms a; all...;,,, 

1>.f1111as occurs. 
1 Crtdmr, Einl. N. T., i. 1, p. 274; Hilgen/el.d, Ap. v. 284. 
• For tho date and character of tho Epistle, see discussion, S. R., i. 

p. 2i2 tr. 
• Jacol~n, Patr. Ap., ii. p. 041. Cf. Drtuel, Patr. Ap., p. 386; He/clt, 

Patr. Ap., p. 120. 
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EPISTLE O}' POLYCARP. 15 

the sentence in the Acts, only tend to show how common 
and natural such language was in the early Church in 
connection with persecution. Whilst \Ve constantly meet 
with the thought expressed by the writer of the Epistle 
throughout the writings of the New Testament, we may 
more particularly point to the first Petrinc epistle for 
further instances of this tone of exhortation to those 
suffering persecution for the cause. For instance, 1 
Pet. ii. 19 tr, and again iii. 14, 1 " But if ye even suffer 
(7T<.foxo,Te) for righteousness' sake, blessed are ye." In 
the next chapter the tone is stili more closely analogous. 
Speaking of persecutions, the writer says, iv. 13, " .... 
but according as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings 
rejoice," &c. &c. 14. " If ye are reproached in Christ's 
name (b lwoµ.an X.) blessed arc ye, for the spirit of 
glory and of Goel resteth upon you." 15. "For let 
uone of you suffer ( rraux_l-rw) as a murderer," &c. &c. 
IG. "But if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but 

• let lu'm praise God in this name (3o'a'&w 3£ Tov ()eov lv 
'Tcfj ov6µ.a.n TOVTcp)" &c. &c. Nothing but evidential des
titution could rely upon the expression in the "Epistle 
of Polycarp '' to show acquaintance with Acts. 

Few apologists point out with confidern:e any passages 
from the voluminous writings of Justin l\Iartyr, as indi
cating the use of the Acts of the Apostles. \Ve may, 
however, quote such expressions as the more undaunted 
amongst them venture to advance. 'fhe first of these is 
the following : 2 "For the Jews having the prophecies and 
ever expecting the Christ to come knew him not ( 7}y110110-a.11), 
aud not only so, but they also maltreated him. But 

1 Ver. 13, according t.o some MSS., reads: "And who is ho that will 
harm you, if ye become imitatora {Juµrrral) of the good?" 

~ Lardner, Credibility, &c., Works, ii. p. 122; Kirchhofer, Quellens. 
N. T., Can., p. 163. 
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16 SUPE.RNATURAL RELIGION. 

the Gentiles, who had never heard anything regarding the 
Christ until his Apostles, having gone forth from Jeru
salem, declared the things concerning him, and delivered 
the prophecies, having been filled with joy and faith, re
nounced their idols and dedicated themselves to the 
unbegotten God through the Christ." 1 This is com
pared with Acts xiii. 27, "For they that dwell at Jeru
Ralem and their rulers not knowing this (man) (ToilTov 
c:lyvo?jcravrE~) nor yet the voices of the prophets which 
are read every sabbath day, fulfilled them by their 
judgment of him," &c. 48. "But the Gentiles, hearing, 
rejoiced and glorified the wonl of the Lord," &c. 2 

\Ve may at once proceed to give the next passage. In 
the Dialogue with 'l'rypho, Justin has by quotations from 
the prophets endeavoured to show that the sufferings of 
Christ, and also the glory of his second advent had been 
foretold, and Trypho replies : " Supposing these things to 
be even as thou sayest., and that it was foretold that Christ 
was to suffer ( &1. '1Ta871To~ Xp1.<TT0~ 1TpoE4>71TEV8'1'J p.E'>.Anv 

ETva1.), and has been called a Stone, and after his first 
coming, in which it had been announced that he was to 
suffer, should come in glory, and become judge of all, and 
eternal king and priest;" &c.,3 and in another place, "For 

1 'Iovbo&o, -yap [xovr1r 'tar irpocf>rrr1las «ru 1M irpou&1equavr1s ,.o., Xpla.,.;,., 
7rRptryf"'JCTOp.(K)I' ~<W, olJ pOl'<ll' 3i, dilo «al '1r"fMXP~<TOl"l'0° o: 3l an .,..;,., 
le..a.., p..,,3e7rflT'f ,,.,,a«., cl«oiluavr1s 7r1pt Tvii XpiOTOv, p.IXP's o~ ol cliro 'I1povtra'>..q/A 
lf1>..80vr1s clJroOTO>..ot ali'l'ov lµq..vcral' 'l'a 7r1pt ali'l'ov «at 'l'as irpocp,,.,..1fos 7rapt&!
«al', 7r)..1/p"'8ivr1s xapas «at 7rttT'l'fOIS T'OtS 1l3Q.)..oir clJrrrQEavro «at .,.. Gyfl',,,,'l'cp 
a,;, aia TOv xp,OTOv tav'l'ovs o. .. :e,,tt.QJI. A pol. i. 49. 

' Acte xiii. 27 : Ol -yap «aTOl«ovvru ;., 'lfpo11un>..qµ tt.a& o: 1'lpxovr1s a&.;,., 
roiiTOI' a.,-quavr1s "at T"Os cp&>..Os ,..;.., 7rpoc/>,,.,..c»I' T"as «OT"tt Tra• uafJfJaro• 
allfl')"""'<T«Op.tl'H «plKJVrn br>..~po;uair «. ,.. >... 48. G«OUol"l'a 3( ,.a «IJ,,,, 
[xalpo• «al l30Ea(ol' 'l'O• >...S,.O., TOV «Vplov, «. ,., >... 

1 •EaT.., ml rn~TG o&;,..&>r f'xovra Q.s >..i~ir, Mt &.,., 'tTaS,,.,..As Xp,tT'l';,s 7rpo1c/>,,.,..£{,8,, 
IA''>..>.."" ,r ... u, tt.a& >..&Sor "ltt.>..,,.,..ai, tt.at [..&Eos µno ,-r, .. rrp-,,• a&oii mrpovula.,, 
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JUSTIN MARTYR. 17 

if it had been obscurely declared by the prophets that the 
Christ should suffer ( TTa8vros "fEVY/<Toµ.&os o Xpi<rros) and 
after these things be lord of all," &c. 1 This is compared 
with Acts xx vi. 22, " .... saying nothing except those 
things which the prophets and Moses said were to come to 
pass, (23) whether the Christ should suffer (Et 1Ta.8rrros o 
Xpt<rros), whether, the first out of the resurrection from 
the dead, he is about to proclaim light unto the people 
and to the Gentiles." 2 It is only necessary to quote 
these passages to show how unreasonable it is to maintain 
that they show the use of the Acts by Justin. He simply 
sets forth from the prophets, direct, the doctrines which 
formed the great text of the early Church. Some of the 
wannest supporters of the canon admit the "uncer
tainty" of such coincidences, and do not think it worth 
while to advance them. There are one or two still more 
distant analogies sometimes pointed out which do not 
require more particular notice.3 There is no evidence 
whatever that Justin was ac9.uainted with the Acts of the 
Apostles.• 
;,, ; ra8rrr~ cJHil11ftT8a& 1wcqpvlC'ro, l'AfVuOp.tvos 1Cal 1Cp1-N,s w&.,,..,., 'Ao1wo1t, 1Cal 

.i.- {Jaui'AfW ml lfpWS 'YfJl1/t1'0f'ofl!OS' IC. T. A. Dia.I. 36. 
i El yap ~ui Tcii1t wf"4rrrcii11 wapa«fir.a).vµ.p.i11<.o>s 1Cf1C~pv1CT0 wa8rrr6s ytllJ/tTOp.fvos 

.; Xf"tTTos 1eai p.fTd TaVT-a wclllT<.»11 1CVp11vu<.»11· ic. T. ).. Dial. 76. 
t Acta xxvi. 22 ...• oiiat11 tlCTOs 'Afy<.»11 &11 Tf ol wp«/Jij-rai 1'11.0>..qua11 

,u:UO.,,. .. ., ylwria& wl M<.»iicrijs, 23. ,; wa8rrros cl Xp1tTTos, d wpwTos 

<E cUaaTatTfGls 11upw11 cf>ws µ.•I.An 1ea-rcryylUn11 T<ji Tf 'Aa<ji 1eal Tois W11fu111. 
> A.pol. i. Ml, cf. Acts i. 8 f.; Apo!. i. 40, cf. Acts iv. 27; Apol. ii. 10, 

d. Acts xvii. 23; Dial. 8, cf. Acts xxvi. 21> ; Dial. 20, cf. Acta x. 14 ; 
Dial. 68, cf. Acts ii. 30. 

• Crt.tiner, Einl. N. T., i. 1, p. 274; Donald&on, Hist. Ohr. Lit. and 
Doctr., ii. p. 329; Eichhorn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 75; Meyer, Apoatel
geech., p. 1 f . ; Zeller, Apostelgesch., p. 49 f. Deau Alfura says : 
"Nor are there any references in Justin Martyr which, fairly con
llillered, belong to this book." Greek Test., lSi 1, Proleg. ii. p. 20. Dr 
Jr utrott says : " The references to the A ell are uncertain ; " and he merely 
illastratee this by referring to the first of tho passages discussed in the 
text. On the Canon, 187.5, p. 168, noto 3. 

VOL. Ill, c 
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SUPERNATURAL RELIGIO~. 

compared with Acts xvii. 24 : "The God that made 
the world and all things in it, he being Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands ; (25) 
neither is served by men's hand as though he needed 
anything, seeing he himself giveth to all life and breath 
and all things. " 1 There is nothing here but a coincidence 
of sense, though with much variation between the two 
passages, but the Epistle argues from a different context, 
and this illustration is obvious enough to be common to 
any moralist. There is not a single reason which points 
to the Acts as the source of the writer's argument. 

Basilides and Valentinus are not claimed at all by 
apologists as witnesses for the existence of the Acts of 
the Apostles, nor is Marcion, whose Canon, however, of 
which it formed no part, is rather adverse to the work 
than merely negative. Tertullian taunts Marcion for re
ceiving Paul as an apostle, although his name is not 
mentioned in the Gospel, and yet not receiving the Acts 
of the Apostles in which alone his history is narrated ;2 

but it docs not in the least degree follow from this that 
~Iarcion knew the work and deliberately rejected it. 

A passage of Tatian's oration to the Greeks is pointed 
out by sorne3 as showing his acquaintance with the Acts. 
It is as follows: "I am not willing to worship the creation 

W fl"clw4 T'cl fl/ aWoif, «aa 1fQITW ,,,.,. ... xoprry;;,11 &11 trpou&op.<8a,, oi.&llOf b 
abnir trpouaiocro """•" &11 T"oir olop.i110&r &UMU rapixn at'.nlr. Ep. ad 

· Diognetum, c. iii 
1 Acts xvii 24. 'O ~or o wmquar .,.;,,, «:Oup.ov ital trhra .,.4 f" aVr¥, ~ 

ovpavou ital yijs VrrOPX""" «Vpws OVit fl/ xupowoc;,rr"s vaois itaT'Ourfi, 25. GM~ 
wo Xftpt;>v u"8ponr&11,.,11 ~patrtmac wpou&op.<llOr T'U'Of, awos ams triiuw 
,,.,;,,, ital tr110q11 ital T'cl nciwa. 

t Adv. Marc., v. 1 ff. 
1 Kirehhofer, Quellens., p. 166 ; Lardner mentions, merely to dildaim, 

it. Credibility, &o., Works, ii. p. 139 f. Dr. Weetcott does not advance 
it at all. 
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TATIAN; DIONYSIUS OF CORINTH. 23 

made by him for us. Sun and moon are made for us : how, 
therefore, shall I worship my own servants? How can I 
declare stocks and stones to be gods? . . . But neither 
should the unnameable (&.vwvoJ.LaUTov) God be presented 
with bribes; for he who is without need of anything 
(mum11v civo~~) must not be calumniated by us as 
needy (b8erf~)." 1 This is compared with Acts xvii. 
24, 25, quoted above, and it only senes to show how 
common such language was. Lardner himself says of 
the passage : " This is much the same thought, an<l 
applied to the same purpose, with Paul's, Acts xvii. 25, 
as tlwugh he needetlz anything. But it is a character 
of the Deity so obvious, that I think it cannot deter
mine. us to suppose he had an eye to those words of 
the Apostle.,, 2 The language, indeed, is quite different 
and shows no acquaintance with the Acts.3 Eusebius 
states that the Severians who more fully established 
Tatian's heresy rejected both the Epistles of Paul and 
the Acts of the Apostles.• 

Dionysius of Corinth is rarely adduced by any one as 
testimony for the Acts. The only ground upon which he 
is at all referred to is a statement of Eusebius in mention
ing his Epistles. Speaking of his Epistle to the Athe
nians, Eusebius says : " He relates, moreover, that Dio
nysius the Areopagite who was converted to the faith _by 
Paul the Apostle, according to the account given in the 

I ~pyUu ""' ifrr' cMOV ~"'JJl.f"'17' XGput r},Wv trpotTIMlf'il' oi, 8f"Am. 
rfywo ;;Mos cal tTfArJ"'I a,• r}p.0.s• flra trciis rovs ip.oiJs W.,pnas trpotTICV"'itrt» 1 

D~ a. ~VAa «at Al8ovr 8fovr 0troi/>aJ10iip.a' 1 • • • • All.' oM( TOI' avowop.aurov 
IJ,;,., &.po&-rrlmr o -y(tp traVTc.>v awi..a1~s ov aur{3>.,,,.ios it</J' r}p.ow ,;,, l..a1r}s. 
Ont. ad Graecoa, c. iv. 

t Credibility, &c., Works, ii., p. 139 f. 
• Eidilwm, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 76; Meyer, Apoatelgeech., p. 1 f.; 

Newl.«l«r, Einl. N. T., p. 337, amn. 2. 
• EUlltbiM, H. E., iv. 29. 
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21 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

Acts, was appointed the first bishop of the church of the 
Athenians." 1 Even apologists admit that it is doubtful 
bow far Dionysius referred to the Acts,2 the mention of 
the book here being most obviously made by Eusebius 
himself. 

Melito of Sardis is not appealed to by any writer in 
connection with our work, nor can Claudius Apollinaris 
be pressed into this service. Athenagoras is supposed 
h.v some to refer to the very same passage in Acts xvii. 
24, 25, which we have discussed when dealing with the 
work of Tatian. Athenagoras says: "The Creator and 
Father of the universe is not in need of blood, nor of the 
llteam of burnt sacrifices, nor of the fragrance of flowers 
and of incense, he himself being the perfect fragrance, 
inwardly and outwardly without need." s And further on : 
" And you kings indeed build palaces for yourselves; 
hut the world is not made as being needed by God."• 
These passages occur in the course of a defence of 
Christians for not offering sacrifices, and both in language 
and context they are quite independent of the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

Jn the Epistle of the Churches of Vienne and Lyons, 
giving an account of the persecution against them, it is 
1mid that the victims were praying for those from whom 
they suffered cruelties : "like Stephen the perfect martyr: 

1 ~,,>.oi 3' (.,,.l TOVTols, c:is ..:ai ~io..Va-ior o 'AptwaylT'lr Viro TOV arro1TT0Aot1 
Ilatl>.ov rrpoTpcnrtir (.,,.& nl" .,,.;ITT"' 11:<1Ta Ta l11 Tais DpaEta-' 3,3,,>,..,p.(11G, rrpOn-or 
Tijs l11 'A8q""'s rrapo•..:las n)11 (.,,.wlW'lff,11 ly11:txtlp«1TO. H. E., iv. 23. 

2 Lard11tr, Cnldibility, &c., Works, ii. p. 134; Kirchho/tr, Quellene., 
p. 163. Dr. Westcott naturally does not refer to the passage at all. 

3 'o Toii3t Toii 'travros 3'f/p.&0vpy0s ..:ai 1ran)p ol! 3fiTal aip.aTos, oUi IClfl1T1T'7s: 
o{3( Tijs 01"0 T~,, a"8aw 11:ai 8vp.iaµb6>11 ru0>3las, a~OS cfi11 ~ Tf}..fl4 fv...3fo, 
& .. ,"3njs ..:ai chrpoa-3Eqs· Leg. pro Christ., xiii • 

• Kai vp.ftf p.(11 ol {3aa-iAfis iawois OITJrflTf TdS JraTayoryas {3aqiAuc0.s· 0 a; 
11:!.<Tp.os, ollx c:is 3f0p.l110V Toii 8toii, yf.yo"'"· Leg. pro Christ., xvi. 
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'Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.' But if he was 
supplicating for those who stoned him, how much more 
for the brethren?" 1 The prayer here quoted agrees 
with that ascribed to Stephen in Acts vii. 60. There is 
no mention of the Acts of the Apostles in the Epistle, and 
the source from which the writers obtained their informa
tion about Stephen is of course not stated. If there really 
was a martyr of the name of Stephen, and if these words 
were actually spoken by him, the tradition of the fact, and 
the memory of his noble saying, may well have remained in 
the Church, or have been recorded in writings then current, 
from one of which, indeed, eminent critics conjecture that 
the author of Acts derived his materials,2 and in this case 
the passage obviously does not prove the use of the Acts. 
If, on the other hand, there never was such a martyr by 
whom these words were spoken, and the whole story 
must be considered an original invention by the author of 
Acts, then, in that case, and in that case only, the passage 
does show the use of the Acts.3 Supposing that the use 
of Acts be held tO be thus indicated, what does this 
prove? Merely that the Acts of the Apostles were in 
existence in the year 177-178, when the Epistle of 

I • • • m8awEp '%Tltp4J'Or cS TEAnor ,,.Opnw KvpH, ,.q ""1"1lt awo&r Tqll 
d,uipTla11 Talm,•. 1l 4'' inrf.p TC.• At8a(&"(ll., l4'l1To, 7r&a-¥ ,.a>.Ao• inr«p ,.;;,., 
G4'tA'/J&.,,; Eusebius, H. E., "'· 2. 

t Blttk, Einl. N. T., p. 341 f., p. 347 f. ; Ewald, Oesch. d. V. Isr. vi., 
1858, p. 37, p. 191 f.; G/riirer, Die heil. S11ge, 1838, i. p. 404, p. 409 f.; 
Meyer, Apostelgeech., p. 12; Neantkr, P6anzung. u. s. w. car. Kirche, 
Ste Aufl., p. 63, anm. 2; &htoanb«k, Quellen. d. Sehr. dee Lukas, 1847, 
i. p. 200 ff.; De Wtttt, Bini. N. T., p. 249 f., &c., &o. 

a Dr. Lightfoot, speaking of the passage we are discussing, says : 
"Will he (author of S. R.) boldly maintain that the writers had beforo 
them another Acts containing words identical with our Acta, just as ho 
8Upposee, &o., &c. • • • Or will he allow this account t.o have been taken 
from Acta vii. 60, with which it coincides P" Contemp. Review, Augnst, 
18i6, p. 410. The question is here answered. 
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Vienne and Lyons was written. No light whatever 
would thus be thrown upon the question of its author
ship ; and neither its credibility nor its sufficiency to 
prove the reality of a cycle of miracles would be in the 
slightest degree established. 

Ptolemreus and Heracleon need not detain us, as it is 
not alleged that they show acquaintance with the Acts, 
nor is Celsus claimed as testimony for the book. 

The Canon of Muratori contains a very corrupt para
graph regarding the Acts of the Apostles. We have 
already discussed the date and character of this fragment, 1 

and need not further speak of it here. The sentence in 
which we are now interested reads in the original as 
follows: 

" Acta autem omnium apostolorum sub uno libro 
scribta sunt lucas obtime theofile conprindit quia sub 
prreseutia eius singula gerebantur sicute et semote pas
sionem petri euidenter declarat sed et profectionem pauli 
ab urbes ad spania proficescentis." 

It is probable that in addition to its corruption some 
words may have been lost from the concluding phrase of 
this passage, but the following may perhaps sufficiently 
represent its general sense : " But the Acts of all the 
Apostles were written in one book. Luke included (in 
his work) to the excellent Theophilus only the · things 
which occurred in his own presence, as he evidently 
shows by omitting the martyrdom of Peter and also the 
setting forth of Paul from the city to Spain." 

Whilst this passage may prove the existence of th~ Acts 
about the end of the second century, and that the author
ship of the work was ascribed to Luke, it has no further 
value. No weight can be attached to the statement of 

• S. B., ii. p. 230 fl'. 
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the unknown writer beyond that of merely testifying to 
the currency of such a tradition, and even the few words 
quoted show how uncritical he was. Nothing oould be 
less appropriate to the work before us than the assertion 
that it contains the Acts of all the Apostles, for it must 
be apparent to all, and we shall hereafter have to refer 
to the point, that it very singularly omits all record of 
the acts of most of the apostles, occupies itself chiefly 
with those of Peter and Paul, and devotes consider
able attention to Stephen and to others who were 
uot apostles at all. We shall further have occasion 
to show that the writer does anything but confine 
himself to the events of which he was an eye-witness, 
and we may merely remark, in passing, as a matter. 
which scarcely concerns us here, that the instances given 
by the unknown writer of the fr3.ooment to support his 
assertion are not only irrelevant, but singularly devoid 
themselves of historical attestation. 

Irenreus1 assigns the Acts of the Apostles to Luke, as 
do Clement of Alexandria,2 Tertullian,' and Origen,• 
although· without any statements giving special weight to 
their mention of him as the author in any way counter
balancing the late date of their testimony. Beyond 
showing that tradition, at the end of the second century 
and beginning of the third, associated the name of Luke 
with this writing and the third Gospel, the evidence of 
these Fathers is of no value to us. We have already in
cidentally mentioned that some heretics either ignored or 
rejected the book, and to the Marcionites and Severians 

1 Adv. Hmr., iii. 14, S 1, 2; Hi, S i., &c. 
s Strom., v. 12; Adumbr. in 1 Petr. Ep. 
• De Jejunio, x; 
4 Contra Cels., vi. 12. 
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we may now add the Ebionites1 and Manichreans.'l 
Chrysostom complains that in his day the Acts of the 
Apostles were so neglected that many were ignorant of 
the existence of the book and of its authors.3 Doubts as 
to its authorship were expressed in the ninth century, for 
Photius states that some ascribed the work to Clement 
of Rome, others to Barnabas, and others to Luke the 
evangelist.4 

If we turn to the docunient itself, we find that it pro
fesses to be the second portion of a work written for the 
information of an unknown person named Theophilus, 
the first part being the Gospel, which, in our canonical 
New Testament, bears the name of "Gospel according 
to Luke." The narrative is a continuation of ihe third 
Synoptic, but the actual title of "Acts of the Apostles," 
or "Acts of Apostles" (1Tpa~Eti; TWll a'TTOCTTOACdV, 1Tpa~ui; 
a'fTOCTTOACdv),5 attached to this 8EwEpoi; Myoi; is a later 
addition, and formed no part of the original document. 
The author's name is not given in any of the earlier 
MSS., and the work is entirely anonymous. That in the 
prologue to the Acts the writer clearly assumes to be 
the author of the Gospel does not in any way identify 
bim, inasmuch as the third Synoptic itself is equally 
anonymous. The tradition assigning both works to Luke 
the follower of Paul, as we have seen, is first met with 

1 Epiphaniiu, Hair., xxx. 16. 
• .Atlgrul. Epist. 2:J7; ed. Benod., ii. p. 644; De Util. Creel., ii. 7, 

T. viii. p. 36; ct. BttJU«>btt, Hist. de Mani.choo, i. p. 293 f. 
a ll~oi, row& re\ fjr.{Aio11 ova' °"' ;,,, Y"l.>p<p.t)11 laT&11, ovn owo, oGrt o 

-Yr¢+as aw~ .:al uv"8tis. Hom. i. in Act. Apost. 
, 4 To., ~i rrvyypa'/>ia r.»11 1r~0>11 ol ,U11 K>.qJUllT'a >.<,.over, ro11 'PO.f''I'• ~).o, 

/j~ Bap"<if3a.,, .:al filo& Aov«M ro11 •v4">.aanl"· Photiu1, Amphilocb. Qua:•et. 
14.5. 

• • The Cod. Sin. reads simply 1rpci€m. Cod. D. (Daza>) baa w~'' 
a .. oo--rOJI..,,,, " Acting of A poetlee." 
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towards the end of the second century, and very little 
weight can be attached to it. There are too many instances 
of early writings, several of which indeed have secured a 
place in our canon, to which distinguished names have 
been erroneously ascribed. Such tradition is notoriously 
liable to error. 

We shall presently return to the question of the author
ship of the third Synoptic and Acts of the Apostles, but 
at present we may so far anticipate as to say that there 
are good reasons for affirming that they could not have 
been written by Luke.1 

Confining ourselves here to the actual evidence before 
us, we arrive at a clear and unavoidable conclusion 
regarding the Acts of the Apostles. After examining 
all the early Christian literature, and taking every passage 
which is referred to as indicating the use of the book, we 
see that there is no certain trace even of its existence 
till towards the end of the second century; and, whilst 
the writing itself is anonymous, we find no authority but 
late tradition assigning it to Luke or to any other author. 
We are absolutely without evidence of any value as to 
its accuracy or trustworthiness, and, as we shall pre
sently see, the epistles of Paul, so far from accrediting 
it, tend to cast the most serious doubt upon its whole 
character. This evidence we have yet to examine, when 
considering the contents of the Acts, and we base our 
present remarks solely on the external testimony for the 
date and authorship of the book. The position, there
fore, is simply this: We are asked to believe in the 
reality of a great number of miraculous and supernatural 

' The reader i11 referred to an article by the author in the Fortnightly 
Rn., 1877, p. 496 fl'., in which some indications of date, and particularly 
th0$0 connected with the use of writings of Josophus, iu·o discu.ssed. 
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30 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

occurrences which,.obviously, are antecedently incredible, 
upon the assurance of an anonymous work of whose exist
ence there is no distinct evidence till more than a century 
after the events narrated, and to which an author's 
name-against which there are strong objections-is 
first ascribed by tradition towards the end of the second 
century.. Of the writer to whom the work is thus attri
buted we know nothing beyond the casual mention of 
his name in some Pauline Epistles. If it were admitted 
that this Luke did actually write the book, we should not 
be justified in believing the reality of such stupendous 
miracles upon his bare statement. As the case stands, 
however, even taking it in its most favourable aspect, 
the question scarcely demands serious attention, and our 
discussion might at once be ended by the unhesitating 
rejection of the Acts of the Apostles as sufficient, or even 
plausible, evidence for the miracles which it narrates. 
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CHAPTER II. 

EVIDENCE REGARDING THE AUTHORSHIP. 

IF we proceed further to di::;cuss the document before 
us, it is from no doubt as to the certainty of the conclu
sion at which we have now arrived, but from the .belief 
that closer examination of the contents of the Acts may 
enable us to test this result, and more fully to understand 
the nature of the work and the character of its evidence. 
Not only will it be instructive to consider a little closely 
the contents of the Acts, and to endeavour from the 
details of the narrative itself to form a judgment regarding 
its historical value, but we have in addition external tes
timony of very material importance which we may bring 
to bear upon it. We happily possess some undoubted 
Epistles which afford us no little information concerning 
the history, character, and teaching of the Apostle Paul, 
and we are thus enabled to compare the statements in 
the work before us with contemporary evidence of great 
value. It is unnecessary to say that, wherever the 
statements of the unknown author of the Acts are at 
Yariance with these Epistles, we must prefer the state
ments of the Apostle. The importance to our inquiry of 
such further examination as we now propose to under
take consists chiefly in the light which it may throw on 
the credibility of the work. If it be found that such 
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portions as we are able to investigate are inaccurate 
and untrustworthy, it will become still more apparent 
that the evidence of such a document for miracles, which 
are antecedently incredible, cannot even be entertained. 
It may be well also to discuss more fully the authorship 
of the Acts, and to this we shall first address ourselves. 

It must, however, be borne in mind that it is quite 
foreign to our purpose to enter into any exhaustive dis
cussion of the literary problem presented by the Acts of 
the Apostles. We shall confine ourselves to such points 
as seem sufficient or best fitted to test the character of 
the composition, and we shall not hesitate to pass with
out attention questions of mere literary interest, and 
strictly limit our examination to such prominent features 
as present themselves for our purpose. 

It is generally admitted, although not altogether with
out exception, 1 that the author of our third synoptic 
Gospel likewise composed the Acts of the Apostles. The 
linguistic and other peculiarities which distinguish the 
Gospel are equally prominent in the Acts. This fact, 
whilst apparently offering greatly increased facilities for 
identifying the author, and actually affording valuable 
material for estimating his work, does not, as we have 
already remarked, really do much towards solving the 
problem of the authorship, inasmuch as the Gospel, like 
its continuation, is anonymous, and we possess no more 
precise or direct evidence in connection with the one than 
in the case of the other. We have already so fully ex
amined the testimony for the third Gospel that it is un
necessary for us to recur to it. From about the end 
of the second century we find the Gospel and Acts of the 

1 &holten, Is do derde Evangelist de Schrij ver van bet Book der llande
ingen? 18i3; JriUicl1en, Zeitschr. wise. Thec>logic, 18i3, p. liOS il'. 
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Apostles ascribed by ecclesiastical writern to Luke, the 
companion of the Apostle Paul. The fallibility of tra
dition, aud the singular phase of literary morality ex
hibited during the early ages of Christianity, render such 
testimony of little or no value, and in the almost total 
i hsence of the critical faculty a rank crop of pseudo
nymic writings sprang up and flourisl1Cd during that 
period.1 Some of the earlier clinpkrs of this work have 
given abundant illustrations of this fact. It is absolutely 
certain, with regarll to the works we arc co11sidering, that 
Irenreus is the earliest writer known who ascribes them 
to Luke, and that even traJition, therefore, cannot be 
traced beyond the last quarter of the second century. 
The que,stion is-does internal evidence confirm or con
tradict this tradition ? 

Luke, the traditional author, is not mentioned by name 
in the Acts of the Apostles.11 In the Epistle to Phile
mon his name occurs, with those of others, who send 
greeting, verse 23, "There salute thee Epaphras, my 
feJlow-prisoner in Christ Jesus ; 24. Marcus, Aristar
chus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-labourers." In the Epistle 
to the Uolossians, iv. 14, mention is also made of him:
"Luke, the beloved physician,3 salutes you, and Demas." 
And again, in the 2 Epistle to Timothy, iv. 10 :-"For 

1 Cf. Koatlin, Theol. Jahrbucher, 18.:>l, p. H9 ff. 
t It is unnec.essary to discuss the ingeniously far-fetched theory which 

has boon advanced by a few critics to show the identity of Luke with tho 
Silas (or Silvanus) of the Acts, based upon the analogy presented by 
their names: lucua a grove, ailva a wood. Nor need we amuso tho reado1· 
with Lange's suggestion that Luke may be the Aristion mentioned by 
Papias, from cip1UTfvuv=lucere. 

1 Calvin, Basnago, Heumann and others have doubted whether this 
Luke is the same n.s the Luke elsewhere mentioned without this distin
gukhing expression, and whether ho was tho E;nngelist. Tho point 
nc.-ed not detain us. Cf. Lardnrr, Credibility, Worb, Yi. p. 1 Hi f. 118. 

VOL. JI[, lJ 
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Demas forsook me, having loved this present world, and 
departed into Thessalonica, Cresceus to Galatia, Titui:; 
unto Dalmatia: 11. Only Luke is with me." 

He is not mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament; 1 

and his name is not again met with till Irenreus ascribes 
to him the authorship of the Gospel and Acts. There is 
nothing in these Pauline Epistles confirming the state
ment of the Fathers, but it is highly probable that these 
references to him largl'ly contributed to suggest his name 
as the anthor of the Ads, the very omission of his name 
from the work itself protecting him from objections con
nected with the passages in the first person to which other 
followers of Paul were exposed, upon the traditional view 
of the composition. lrenreus evidently knew nothing 
about him, except what he learnt from these Epistles, 
and derives from his theory that Luke wrote the Acts, 
and speaks as an eye-witness in the .passages where the 
first person is used. From these he argues that Luke 
was inseparable from Paul, and was his fellow-worker 
in the Gospel, and he refers, in proof of this, to Acts 
xvi. 8 ff.,2 13 ff., xx. 5 ff., and the later chapters, all the 
details of which he supposes Luke to have carefully 
written down. He then continues : " But that he was 
not only a follower, but likewise a fellow-worker of the 
Apostles, but. particularly of Paul, Paul himself has also 
dearly shown in the Epistles, saying : . . . " and he 
quotes 2 Tim. iv. 10, 11, ending: "Only Luke is with 
me," and then adds, "whence be shows that he was 

1 It is now universally admitted that the " Lucius" referred to in 
Acts. xiii. 1 and Rom. xvi. 21 is a diH'erent person; although their iden
tity was suggested by Origen and the Alexandrian Clement. 

~ The words " they came down to Troas" (tearl{J-qa-a• f:~ TJ><a><l"4) aro 
here translated " we came to Troas" (noe venimus in Troadem). 
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alwayi; with him and inseparable from him, &c., &c." 1 

The reasoning of the zealous Father deduces a great deal 
from very little, it will be observed, and in th"is elastic 
way tradition "enlarged its borders" and assumed un
substantial dimensions. Later writers have no more 
intimate knowledge of Luke, although EuseLius states 
that he was born at Antioch,2 a tradition likewise repro
duced by .Jerome.3 Jerome further identifies Luke with 
"the brother, whose praise in the Gospel is throughout 
all the churches" mentioned in 2 Cor. viii. 18, as accom
panying Titus to Corinth.• At a later period, when the 
Church required an early artist for its service, Luke the 
physician was honoured with the additional title of 
painter.6 Epiphanius,6 followed later by some other 

1 Quoniam non solum prosecutor, sed et coope1-al'ius fuerit aposto
lorum, maxima autem Pauli, et ipse autem Paulus manifestavit in epis
tolis, dioens : 'Demas me dereliquit, et abiit Thessalonicam, Crcscens in 
Galatiam, Titus in Dalmatiam. Lucas oat mecum solus.' Unde ostendit, 
quod semper junctus oi et inseparabilis fuerit ab eo. Adv. Hror., 
iii. 14 s 1. 

2 H. E., iii. 4. 
i De vir. ill. 7. 
• L c. This view was held by Origen, Ambl'ose, and others of the 

Fathers; who, mol'eover, suppose Paul to refer to the work of Luke 
when he speaks of "his Gospel" (also cf. Eusebilla, H. E., iii. 4), an 
opinion exploded by Grotius. Grotius and Olshausen both identify " the 
brother" with Luke. Many of the Fathers and later writers have 
T&riously conjectured him to have been Barnabas, Silas, Mark, Trophi· 
mus, Gaius, and others. This is mere guess-work; but Luke is scarcely 
seriously advanced in later times. The Bishop of Lincoln, however, not 
only doce so, but maintains that Paul quotes Luke's Gospel in his 
EpisUes, iu one pince (1 Tim. v. 18) designating it as Scripture. Greek 
Test., Four Gospel(,I, p. 163, p. 170. 

• Ni«phorua, H. B., ii. 43. Tho Bishop of Lincoln, who speaks of" this 
divine book," the Acts of the Apostles, with great enthusiasm, says in one 
place: "The Acts of the Apostles is a 1iortraituro of the church; it iii 
an Historical Picture delineatod by the Iloly Ghost guiding tho hand 
of tho Evangelical l'aintel' St. Luke." Greek Test., Int. to Acts, 
1874, p. 4. 

6 Ilror. Ii. 1 t; Thoophylact (ad fa1e. xxiv. 18) suggests the view-con
D 2 
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wrikrs, n·pn·scntcd him to have been one of the seventy
two clisl'iples, whose mission he alone of all New Testa
ment writers mentions. The view of the Fathers, arising 
out of the application of their tradition to the features 
prC'sl·nted hy the Gospel and Acts, was that Luke com
posed his Gospel, of the cYents of which he was not an 
eye-witness, from iuforrnation derived from others, and 
his Acts of the Apostles from what he himself, at least 
in the parts in which the first person is employed, had 
witue:ssL'll.1 It is generally supposed that Luke was not 
horn a Jew, but was a Gentile Christian. 

S011w wrikrs endeavour to find a confirmation of the 
trnditio11, that the Gospel and Acts were written by 
J.11k1· "tho beloved physician," by the supposed use of 
1w1·11liarly technical medical terms,2 but very little weight 
i:-1 at.lal'hd hy any one to this feeble evidence which is 
n·pmlinktl by most serious critics, and it need not 
1ktai11 Hs. 

A8 t lierc is uo iudication, either in the Gospel or the 
,\dl'I, of the author's idL·ntity proceeding from himself, 
arnl trn<lition does not offer any alternative security, what 
f('sfimony can he produced in support of the ascription of 

Mide1'0d p1'0bable by La119t, Leben Jeeu, i. p. 252-that Luke was one of 
the two disciples of the journey to Emmaus. This is the way in which 
tradition works. 

1 Cf. Euaebiua, H . .E., iii. 4; Hierou., de vir. ill. 7. We need not discuss 
tho view which attributes to Luke the translation or authorship of tho 
Ep. to tho Hebrows. 

2 Cf. Luko iv. 38, viii. 43, 44, xxii. H; Acts iii. 7, xii. 23, xiii. 11, 
...xviii. 8, &c., &c. Alford, Greek Test., 1871, ii. proleg. p. 3, § 10; Ebrard, 
Wiss. Kr. cl. evang. Gosch., 1800, p. 683; Hackett, On Acts, 1852, p. 5, 
p. 38."i ; l/11111)'hrcy, On Acts, 1854, p. xiv. ; MeiJer, Kr. ox. H'buch uh. 
cl. Ev. dos Markus u. Lukos, ~te Aufl., p. 327 ; Apostolgesch., p. 562 ; 
.r. Smith, Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul, 3 ed., 1866, p. 2 r.; JVords-
1rorlli, Greek Tost., Four Gospels, p. 160. Cf. /lug, Einl. N. T., 4te 
Aufl., p. 12G, anm. 1. 
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these writings to " Luke"? To this question Ewald shall 
reply : "In fact," he says, " we possess only one grouwl 
for it, but this is fully sufficient. It lies in the desigua
tion of the third Gospel as that ' according to Luke ' 
which is found in all MSS. of. the four Gospels. For the 
quotations of this particular Gospel under the distinct 
name of Luke, in the extant writings of the Fathers, 
begin so late that they cannot be compared in antiquity 
with that superscription ; and those known to us may 
probably themselves only go back to this superscription. 
'Ve thus depend almost alone on this superscription." 1 

Ewald generally does consider his own arbitrary conjec
tures" fully sufficient," but it is doubtful, whether in this 
case, any one who examines this evidence will agree with 
him. He himself goes on to admit, with all other critics, 
that the superscriptions to our Gospels do not proceed 
from the authors themselves, but were added by those 
who collected them, or by later readers to distinguish 
them.2 There was no author's name attached to 
Marcion's Gospel, as we learn from rrertulliau.3 Chry::m~

tom very distinctly assL·rts that the Eva11gcli8t8 did not 
inscribe their names at the head of their works,4 and ht· 
recognizes that, hut for the authority of the primitin' 
Church which added those names, the superscriptions 
could not have proved the authorship of the Gospels. 
He conjectures that the sole superscription which may 

1 Eto<1lJ, Jahrb. bibl. Wiss., 1857, 1858, ix. p. 55. 
! lkrlholdt, Einl. A. u. N. Test., 1813, iii. p. 1095; Bkek, Einl. N. 

T., p. 89; Ewald, Jahrb. bibl. Wiss., ix. p. 56 f.; Gucricke, Gesammt
geecb. N. T., p. 107 f., awn. 2; Hilgen/eld, Einl. N. T., 187 5, p. 7i9; 
Hug, Einl. N. T., i. p. 222 f.; &1'88, Geach. N. T. 4te Aufl., p. 391 f. ; 
(k Wttte, Einl. N. T., p. 47 f., &c., &c. 

i Adv. Marc. iv. 2. 
• Hom. i. in Epist. ad. Rom. 
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have bel'll placed by the author of the first Synoptic was 
simply EuayytJ...wv.1 It might be argued, and indeed 
has been, that the inscription KaTa AovKCiv, "according 
to Luke," instead of EvayylAwv AovKa "Gospel of Luke," 
docs not actually indicate that " Luke" wrote the work 
any more than the superscription to the Gospels 
" according to the Hebrews" (Kaf! •E/Jpalov~) "according 
to the Egyptians" (KaT' Alyv1TTiov~) has reference to 
authorship. The Epistles, on the contrary, are directly 
connected with their writers, in the genitive, IIavAov, 
IIlTpov, and so on. This point, however, we merely men
tion en passmtf. By his own admission, therefore, the 
superscription is simply tradition in another form, hut in
stead of carrying us further hack, the superscription on 
the most ancient extant :MSS., as for instance the Sinaitic 
an<l Vatican Codices of the Gospds, does not on the 
most sanguine estimate of their age, date earlier than the 
fi.>Urth century.2 As for the Acts of the Apostles, the 
book is not ascribed to Luke in a single uncial MS., and 
it only hl'gins to appear in various forms in later codices. 
The variation in the titles of the Gospels and Acts in 
different MSS. alone shows the uncertainty of the super
scription. It is clear that the "one ground," upon which 
Ewal<l admits that the evi1lcncc for Luke's authorship is 
basc<l, is nothing lmt sand, and cannot support his tower. 
He is on the slightest eonsideration thrown back upon the 
quotations of the Fathers, which hegin too late for the 

1 Hom. i. in Matth. Oroti11s considers that tho ancient heading was 
fvayyl>.0011 'I11uoii Xp1UToii, as in some MSS. of our second Synoptic. 
Annot. in N. T., i. p. i. So also Bertlwldt, Einl, iii. p. 109i>, and others. 

2 Tischnuror/, N. T. Gr. eel. oct. Crit. Maio1·, 1869, i. p. be. ff.; AZford, 
Greek Test., i. Proleg., p. lOi ff.; ii. Proleg., p. 62 ff.; llily,.,,fcltl, Einl. 
N. T .• p. i90 ff.; Flug, Eiul. N. T., i. Ji. 23-t ff.; Reithma!Jr, Einl. N. U., 
1852, p. 22i ff.; Reuss, Oesch. N. T., p. 394 ff.; Scrit•n1Pr, Int. to Criti
cism of N. T., 18i4, p. 83 ff.; "" Jrdtr, Eiul. N. T., p. i6 ff. 
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purpose, and it must be acknowledged that the ascription 
of the third Gospel and Acts to Luke rests solely upon 
late and unsupported tradition. 

Let it be remembered that, with the exception of the 
three passages in the Pauline Epistles quoted above, we 
know ahsolutefy nothing about Luke. As we have men
tioned, it has even been doubted whether the designation 
" the beloved physician" in the Epistle to the Colossians, 
iv. 14, does not distinguish a different Luke from the 
person of that name in the Epistles to Philemon and 
Timothy. If this were the case, our information would 
be further reduced ; but supposing that the same Luke 
is referred to, what does our information amount to? 
Absolutely nothing but the fact that a person named Luke 
was represented by the writer of these letters, 1 who
ever he was, to have been with Paul in Rome, and that 
he was known to the church of Colossre. There is 110 

evidence whatever that this Luke had been a travelling 
companion of Paul, or that he ever wrote a line concern
ing him or had composed a Gospel. He is not mentioned 
in Epi:;tles written during this journey and, indeed, the 
rarity and meagreness of the references to him would 
much rather indicate that he had not taken any distin
guished part in the proclamation of the Gospel. If Luke 
be o la:rpo~ o ciya'11"1}TO~, and be numbered amongst the 
Apostle's CTVVEpyot, 'fychicus is equally "the beloved 
brother and faithful minister and fellow-servant in the 
Lord." 2 Oncsimus the "faithful and beloved brother," 3 

1 We cannot discuss the authenticity of these Epistles in this place, 
nor is it very important that we should do so. Nor can we pause to con
sider whether they were written in Rome, 1\8 a majority of critics think, 
or elsewhere. 

' o ~or a8iA-tp•~f ica& mOTor 8ul1COvof ica& <Tvi&v>.or 111 Kvpi'f'. Coloss. 
iv. 7. • 

> Coloes. iv. 9, 
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and Aristardms, l\Iark the cousin of Barnabas, Justus 
and others arc likewise his <TV11EpyoL.1 There is no evi
dence, in fact., that Paul was acquainted with Luke 
l·arlicr than during his imprisonment in Rome, and he 
seems markedly excluded from the Apostle's work and 
company hy such passages as 2 Cor. i. 19) The simple 
theory that Luke wrote the Acts supplies all the rest of 
the tradition of the Fathers, as we have seen in the case 
of Ircnmus, and to this mere tradition we are confined in 
the total absence of more ancient testimony. 

The traditional view, which long continued to prevail 
undisturbed, and has been widely held up to our own 
day,3 represents Luke as the author of the Acts, and, in 

1 Coloss. iv. 10, 11; Philem. 23, 24. 
2 Keim, Jesu v. Naz., i. 81, an. 2. 
" .Alford, Orook Test., ii. prolcg., p. 1 f.; 1Jaumg<11-tei1, Die Apostel

geschichtc, 2te Aull., i. p. 1!15 If.; Bt•flen, Acta Apost., ed. alt., p. 4, 
p. 401 ann. I ; Cred11er, Einl. N. T., i. p. 130, p. 280 ff.; Das N. T., 1847, 
ii. p. 3.:i5; i·on 1Jolli119rr, Christcnthum u. I\irchE\, 2te Aufl., p. 134 f.; 
Ebrar<l, Wiss. Kr. evaug. Oesch., p. 732 ff.; Eichhorn, Einl. N. T., 
ii. p. 10 tr., p. 30 ff.; Ewald, Oesch. d. Volkes Isr., vi. p. 33 ff.; Jahrb. 
bibl. Wiss., ix. p. 50 ff.; Feilmoser, Einl. N. ll., p. 296 ff.; Grau, Entw. 
N. T. Schriftthums, 1871, i. p. 316 f.; 011ericke, lloitriige N. T., 1828, 
p. i4 ff. ; Ocsammtgellch. N. T., p. 2i9 f.; llacl.·<"tt, On the Acts, 18o2, 
p. 6 f. ; Jfchiricl16, N. T. gr., iii. p. 29 f.; llumplirey, On 4cts, p. xiii. f. ; 
Iluy, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 127 f., p. 2o7 If.; Kui11oel, Comm. in N. T., 
iv. p. xv.; Kfostcrma1111, Vindicim Lucnnre, 18GG, p. 68 ff.; Lange, Apost. 
r..cit., 18ii:I, i. p. 90 f. ; Lekebusdi, Dio Comp. u. Ent.st. dor Apostelgesch., 
18.:il, p. 7 ff., p. 131 ff., p. 38i ff.; .ltfeyer, Apostclgesch., p. 4 ff.; 
.ft/icliacli~. Einl. N. T., ii. p. lliii ff.; Oertel, Paulus in der Apostelgesch., 
1868, p. i ff., p. 2i ff.; Ulslw11ae11, Bihl. Comm., ii. 3 Apo11telgesch., 1862, 
p. 8, p. 223 f. ; a~ Presse11se, Hist. dos trois prem. siecles de l'Eglise, 
2me ~d., i. I>. 485; Re11an, Les Apt.tree, I>· xiv. ff., St. Paul, l8G9, 
p. 130 f., n. :$; Les Evangilos, 1877, p. 436, n. 2; Riehm, De fontibus 
Act. Apost., 1821, p. 62 ff.; Sclme~kenbur,qer, Zwack der Apost.elgeach., 
18"1, p. 17 ff. ; 1'/iieracli, Dio Kircho im &JJ. Zoit., p. 137 ; V ersuch 
llorstoll. Kr. N. T., p. 209 ff.; Trip, Paulus nach d. Apostelgesch., 1866, 
p. 30 ff., p. 2i2 f. ; Tlwluck, Glaubwiirdigk. ev. Oesch. 2te Aufl., p. 375 ff. ; 
IVordswurtli, Grook Test., The Four Gospels, p. 168 f., Acts, p. 118; 
Wieseler, Chron. d. A post. Zeit., p. 36 ff., et passim. Cf. Neamfer, Pflan-
zung, u. s. w., 5to Anfl. p. 1 ff., p. 229. • 
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THE NARRATIVE IN THE FIRST PERSON. 41 

the passages where the first person is employed, consi
ders that he indicates himself as an actor and eye-wit
ness. These passages, where TJ/1-E~ is introduced, present 
a curious problem which has largely occupied the atten
tion of critics, and it has been the point most firmly dis
puted in the long controversy regarding. the authorship 
of the Acts. Into this literary labyrinth we must not be 
tempted to enter beyond a very short way; for, however 
interesting the question may be in itself, we are left so 
completely to conjecture tl1at no result is possible which 
can materially affect our inquiry, and we shall only refer 
to it sufficiently to illustrate the uncertainty which pre
vails regarding the authorship. We shall, however, 
supply abundant references for those who care more 
minutely to pursue the subject. 

After the narrative of the Acts has, through fifteen 
chapters, proceeded uninterruptedly in the third person, an 
abrupt change to the first person plural occurs in the six
tecntl1 chapter.1 Paul, and at least Timothy, are repre
sented as going through Phrygia and Galatia, and at 
length "they came down to Troas," where a vision appears 
to Paul beseeching him to come over into l\Iacedonia. 
Then, xvi. 10, proceeds: "And after he saw the vision, 
immediately we endeavoured (l{17n]uaµ.Ev) to go forth into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us ( ~µ.0.i;) to 
preach the Gospel unto them." After verse 17, the direct 
form of narrative is as suddenly dr~pped as it was taken 
up, and does not reappear until xx. 5, when, without ex
planation, it is resumed and continued for ten verses. It 
is then again abandoned, and recommenced in xxi. 1-18, 
and xxvii. 1, xxviii. 16. 

1 It is unnecessary to discuss whether xiv. 22 belongs to the ;,/Uif sec
tions or not. 
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42 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

It ii:; argued by those who adopt the traditional view,1 

that it would be an instance of unparalleled negligence, 
in so careful a writer as the author of the third Synoptic 
and Acts, to have composed these sections from docu
ments lying before him, written by others, leaving them 
in the form of ~ narrative in the first person, whilst the 
rest of his work was written in the third, and that, with
out doubt, he would have assimilated such portions to 
the fonn of the rest. On the other hand, that he himself 
makes distinct use of the first person in Luke i. 1-3 and 
Acts i. 1, and consequently prepares the reader to expect 
that, where it is desirabler he will resume the direct mode 
of communication ; aud in support of this supposition, 
it is asserted that the very same peculiarities of style and 
language exist in the 7,p.£t'> passages as in the rest of the 
work. 1'he adoption of the direct form of narrative in 
short merely in<lieates that the author himself was pre
sent and an eye-witness of what he relates,2 and that 
writing as he did for the information of Theophilus, who 
was well aware of his personal participation in the jour
neys he reeords, it was not necessary for him to give 
any explanation of his occasional use of the first person. 

Is the abrnpt aml singular introduction of the first 
persou in these particular sections of his work, without a 
word of explanation, more intelligible and reasonable upon 
the traditional theory of their being hy the author himself 
as an eye-witness? On the contrary, it is maintained, 
the phenomenon on that hypothesis becomes much more 

1 See references in note 3, p. 40. 
: Some writ.ers also consider as one of the reasons why Luke, the SUJl-

11osed author, usc11 the first person, that where he begins to do so he himself 
becomes associated with Paul in his work, and first begins to preach tho 
Gospel. Tliiwach, Die Kirche im 11p. 7.eit., p. 137; B<1t1mgartm, Die 
ApoE<telgeschichte, i. p. 496. 
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inexplicable. On examining the ~p.e'is sections it will Le 
observed that they consist almost entirely of an itinerary 
of journeys, and that while the chronology of the rest of 
the Acts is notably uncertain and indefinite, these pas
sages enter into the minutest details of daily movements 
(xvi. 11, 12; L~. 6, 7, 11, 15; xxi. 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 18; 
xxvii. 2; xxviii. 7, 12, 14); of the route pursued, and 
places through which often they merely pass (xvi. 11, 12; 
xx. 5, 6, 13, 15; xxi. 1-3, 7; xxvii. 2 ff.; xxviii. 11-15), 
and record the most trifling circumstances (xvi. 12 ; xx. 
13 ; xxi. 2, 3, 15 ; xxviii. 2, 11 ). The distinguishing 
feature of these sections in fact is generally asserted to 
be the stamp which they bear, above all other parts of 
the Acts, of intimate personal knowledge of the circum
stances related. 

Is it not, however, exceedingly remarkable that the 
author of the Acts should intrude his own personality 
merely to record tpese minute details of voyages and 
journeys? That his appearance as an eye-wituess should 
be almost wholly limited to the itinerary of Paul's jour
neys and to portions of his history which arc of very 
subordinate interest? The voyage and shipwreck arc 
thus narrated with singular minuteness of detail, Lut if 
any one who reads it only consider the matter for a mo
lllent, it will become apparent that this elaboration of the 
narrative is altogether disproportionate to the importance 
of the Yoyage in the history of the early Church. The 
traditional view indeed is fatal to the claims of the Acts 
as testimony for the great mass of miracles it contains, 
for the author is only au eye-witness of what is compara
tively unimportant and commonplace. The writer's inti
mate acquaintance with the history of Paul, and his claim 
to participation in his work, begin and end with his actual 
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journeys. With very few exceptions, as soon as the 
Apostle stops anywhere, he ceases to speak as an eye
witness and relapses into vagueness and the third person. 
At the very time when minuteness of detail would have 
Leen most interesting, he ceases to Le minute. A very 
long and important period of Paul's life is covered by the 
narrative between xvi. 10, where the T)p.e'i') sections begin, 
and xx viii. 16, where they end; but, although the author 
goes with such extraordinary detail into the journeys to 
which they are confined, how bare and unsatisfactory is 
the account of the rest of Paul's career during that time! 1 

How eventful that career must have been we learn from 
2 Cor. xi. 23-26. In any case, the author who could be 
so minute in his record of an itinerary, apparently could 
not, or would not, be minute in his account of more im
portant matters in his history. In the few verses, ix. 1-
30, chiefly occupied by an account of Paul's conversion, 
is comprised all that the author has to tell of three years 
of the Apostle's life, and into xi. 19-xiv. are compressed 
the events of fourteen years of his history (cf. Gal. ii. l ).2 

If the author of those portions be the same writer who is 
so minute in his daily itinerary in the T)p.e'i') sections, his 
sins of omission and commission are of a very startling 
character. To say nothing more severe here, upon the 
traditional theory he is an elaborate trifler. 

Does the use of the first person in Luke i. 1-3 and 
Acts i. 1 in any way justify or prepare 3 the way for the 

1 Cf. Ewald, Oesch. v. Isr., vi. p. 35 f. 
2 er. Ot:erb«k, zu de Wette's KWT.e Erkl. Apostelgescb., 1870., Einl., 

p. lxi. f. 
3 Alford, Greek Test., ii. 1>roleg., l'· 2 ; Cf. Ewe1ld, Jahrb. bibl. Wis@., 

he. p. 51 ft'.; Grau, Entwicklungsgesch. des N. T. Schriftthums, 1871, 
i. p. 318; Klodwmann, Vind. J,ucanie, 1866, p. 68 f. ; Mtytr, Apoe
telgeecb., 1870, p. 6. 
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sudden and unexplained introduction of the first person 
in the sixteenth chapter? Certainly not. 1'he lyw in 
these passages is used solely in the personal address to 
Theophilus, is limited to ·the- brief explanation contained 
in what may be called the dedication or preface, and is 
at once dropped when the history begins. If the pro
logue of the Gospel be applied to the Acts, moreover, the 
use of earlier documents is at once implied, which would 
rather justify the supposition that these passages are part 
of some diary, from which the general editor made ex
tracts.1 Besides, there is no explanation in the Acts 
which in the slightest degree connects the l:yw with the 
~µ.E~.2 To argue that explanation was unnecessary, as 
Theophilus and early readers were well acquainted with 
the fact that the author was a fellow-traveller with the 
Apostle, and therefore at once understood the meaning of 
"We," 3 would destroy the utility of the direct form of 
communication altogether; for if Theophilus knew this, 
there was obviously no need to introduce the first person 
at all, in so abrupt and singular a way, more especially 
to chronicle minute details of journeys which possess 
comparatively little interest. Moreover, writing for Theo
philus, we might reasonably expect that he should have 
stated where and when ho became associated with Paul, 
and explained the reasons why he again left and rejoined 
him.' Ewald suggests that possibly the author intended 
to have indicated his name more distinctly at the end of 
his work; 5 but this merely shows that, argue as he will, 

1 Ct. Nec.mhr, Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 4. 
' °""'bttk, Zu de Wette, Apostelgesch., p. xliii. 
1 Ewald, Geach. d. V. Isr., vi. p. 33 f.; Jahrb. bibl. Wiss., ix. p. 51 f.; 

La~, Das apost. Zeitalter, 1853, i. p. 91; Meytr, Apostelgesch., p. 357; 
Schmckenburger, Ueb. d. Zweck d. Apostelgesch., 1841, p. ;j9, 

4 lJlttlc, Einl. N. T., p. 331 f. 
' Geach. d. V. Isr., vi. p. 34, an. 1 ; Jahrb. bibl. Wiss., ix. p. 52. 
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he foels the necl'ssity for sud1 an explanation. The con
jecture is negatived, however, by the fact that no name 
is imbsequc:ntly ad<led. As in the case of the fourth 
Gospel, of course the " incomparahle mo<lesty " theory is 
suggeste<l as the reasoi1 why the author does not mention 
his owu name, an<l explain the a<loptiou of the first 
person in the 7,p.£.V. passages; 1 but to base theories such 
as this upon the modesty or elevated views of a perfedly 
u11k11own \\Titer is obviously too arbitrary a proceeding 
to he pennissible.2 Tht·re is, ltesides, exeee<liugly little 
modesty in a writer forcing himself so unnecessarily into 
notice, for he <locs not represent himself as taking any 
active part in the events narrated; and, as the mere 
chronicler of days of sailing and arriving, he might well 
have remained impersonal to the end. 

On the other hand, supposing the general editor of the 
Ads to l1ave made use of written sources of information, 
an<l amongst others of the <liary of a companion of the 
Apostle Paul, it is not so strange that, for one reason 
or another, he should have allowed the original direct 
form of communication to stand whilst incorporating parts 
of it with his work. lnstaIH:es have been pointed out in 
wl1ich a similar retention of the first or third person, in a 
narratirn generally written otherwise, is accepted as the 
iudieation of a different written source, as for instance in 
Ezra vii. 27-ix; Nehemiah viii.-x.; in the Book of Tobit 
i. 1-3, iii. 7 ff., and other places; 3 and Schwanbeck has 

1 Cf. Trenreus, Adv. Hror., iii. 14, § 1. Ewald, Gesch. d. V. Isr., vi. 
p. :i:1 fT. : Jnhrb. bib). Wiss., ix. p. 52; Lange, Das apost. 7..oit., i. p. 91; 
m.!.11meu, Die Apostelgesch., 1862, p. 225; Wordsworth, Greek Test. 
Act;., p. 118. 

2 Kti111, Jesu v. Nazara, i. p. 81, nn. 2; Mtyer, Die Apostolgt-sch., p. 
:in; Orc.-rbff'k, zu de Wette's Apostelgesch., p. xliii.; Of. Sc/11na11~d • ., 
Ueber die Quellen d. Sehr. d. Lukas, 1847, i. p. 128 f. 

1 Ewof.l, Oesch. d. V. Isr., 1864, i. p. 278; Hilgm/el<l, Einl. N. T., 
p. G07. 
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pointed out many instances of a similar kind amongst the 
chroniclers of the middle ages.1 There are various ways 
in which the retention of the first person in these sections, 
supposing them to have been derived from some other 
written source, might be explained. The simple suppo
sition that the author, either through carelessness or over
sight, allowed the T,µ.E'ii:; to stan<l 2 is not excluded, and 
indeed some critics, although we think without reason, 
maintain both the third Gospel and the Acts to be com
posed of materials derived from various sources and put 
together with little care or adjustment.3 The author 
might also have inserted these fragments of the diary of 
a fellow-traveller of Paul, and retained the original form 
of the document to strengthen the apparent credibility of 
his own narrative ; or, as many critics believe, he may 
have allowed the first person of the original document to 
remain, in order himself to assume the character of eye
witness, and of companion of the Apostle. 4 As we shall 
see in the course of our examination of the Acts, the 
general procedure of the author is by no means of a 
character to discredit such an explanation. 

w· e shall not enter into any discussion of the sources 
from which critics maintain that the author compiled his 

1 Quellen d. Sehr. des Lukas, i. p. 188 ff. Cf. De Wttte, Einl. N. T., 
p. 247, an. e; Blttl:, Einl. N. T., p. 332 anm. 

: Cf. Bkek, Einl. N. T., p. 331, Th. Stud. u. Ifrit., 1836, p. 1047; 
&ho/ten, Het paulin. Evangelia, p. 4i>l f. 

1 Konignnaim, Prolusio do fontibus Act. Apost., in Pott's SyllogE>, 
1802, iii. p. 215 ff.; Schleiermacl1er, Versuch tib. die Sehr. des Lukas, 
Sii.mmtl. Werke, 1836, ii. p. 14 ff., p. 219 ff.; Einl. N. T., 1845 (iii.), 
p. 349 tr.; &hwa11beck, Quellen Sehr. d. Lukas, 18!7, i. p. 41 ff., 
p. 253 tr.; &holkn, Het paulin. Evangelie, 1870, p. 451 f. 

• Baur, Paulus, 2te Auft., i. p. 16 f.; Hatl41'ath, N. T. 7,oitgesch., 
1874, ill. p. 442, anm. 7; Ooerbttk, Zu de Wette's Apostelgesch., 4to 
A.ufl., p. xlv. f. ; Schra<kr, Der Ap. Paulus, 1836, v. p. ii49; Slap, 
Originee du Christianisme, 2me ed., p. 205 f.; Zeller, A.postelgescb., 
p. 456 f., p. 516, anm. 1. 
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work. It ii; sufficient to say that, whilst some profess to 
find 1ldh1ite traces of many documents, few if any writers 
deny that the writer ma<le more or less use of earlier ma
terials. It is quite true that the characteristics of the 
gt•ucral author's style are found throughout the whole 
work. 1 The Acts are no mere aggregate of scraps col
ll'ck1l m~1l rn1kly joined together, but tlw work of one 
nntlwr in tht• :-;1..•11sc that whakver makrials he may have 
us1'll for its composition \Wrc carl'fully as~imilatc1l, aIHl 
:mltlt•ded to thorough and 8ystematic revision to adapt 
tlwm to his pnrpose.2 But however completely this pro
('e:-;s was cnrrit•d out, and his materials interpenetratcd by 
his own pe1..·uliarities of style and language, he did not 
sue1..·eeJ in entirdy oblikrating the traces of independent 
writtm soul\:es. 8ome writers maintain that there is a 
very appart'nt diff1..•rence between the first twelve chap-

1 .~(r:•r.I, On-ck Tl':it., ii. Jlrolog •• p. :.? f.; C'rru11cr, Einl. N. T., i. 1, 
JI· 13:.? If .. l'- :.?s:.? f.; A1ri.l .... 11, Int. N. T., ii. p. 260 tr.; EicJ.J.orri, Einl. 
X. T .. ii.)\. :JO tr.; Otr$<i•>r.f. Bci~"'EI. p. 160 tr.; Ld..Yl>uul1, Apostelgeech., 
r- S.> tr., l:hl f.; .V11!1crJ .. ;f. Einl. Jl('tr. Schrifton, p. 20 tr., 218 ft'.; Jleytr, 
• .\p(\.-.td~~·l1., p. Sf.; Xrndrcl.-cr, Einl. N. T., p. 3-11 ft'., anm. 6; ~1. 
ri-11htt1 im .\post<-lg .• Jl· 2i tr.; 0rer1.cl·, Zu de W'l.'tte's Apostelgegcili., 
l'· ln. f. ; J;, '"'"· I.e.> E\"&llgiles, l~ii, I'· .f-36 n. 2; RrnN, Gesch. N. T., 
)l. l!i,.I f.; 1'rip, Paulus nach d .• .\)'•'-"·tl':i:., Jl. 26 tr.; 1-..:l·mar, Das Ev. 
Mar.·i,,ni:, 1'· :.?:>1>. anm. 1 ; 11( n-.-tlf, Eiul. N. T., p. 2·H' f. : .\ pMt<'lgeecb., 
}\. x:oniii.: z;;,,.., .\p.,;.t<'l~'\$('.b .. l'· S~i tr., -1:>i. -100 ff. 

t .1 :: .. ~.1. tln>(',k T • ..,..t •• ii. J•r<'!•'t!·· Jl. 9 f.: Finl. Einl. N. T., r- :H-0 f.; 
Th. ~t11.l. u. Krit .. I :'. :>1>. r- h':>-4 f.: Cr"l,,rr. Einl. N. T., i. l'· !?SO ft'., 
l:l2 ff.: 11.11; ;,..,,,,Jut.X. T .. ii. l'· ~l' ... )tf.: l:ir;,;,...,.,,, Einl. X. T .. ii. p. Mfr.; 
,;,., ,.,;, ·/. l~. ib· .. ;:t'· l'- ltll.) tT.; Jii;_,,,. ._r,:d. Einl. N. T .. l" .'iif ff.; Hdu
mn•.>•. in Rm!>t'Jl\!1 rn1 .... ,1 ...... .rk. Tiii .. I'· :H9; L<lYI> .• •;; .. .!]'(l;.td~, 
r- ~' tr .• 1 :>1' tr.: ·""·'" .1 . .f. Ei:il. l'•'l r. &·lniftl'.n. p. 1 ff .• 21 ~ !!. ; _v(~, 
.\)'•'-"'1··1~•>:. :i .. ]'- S {.. 12 f.; PrTtr:. l'.rnh:.1. ind • • .\p";.t,•l~.h.. p. :!f ff.; 
<•: .• : .. m.<rti • • \p.;;.1<'1~""'-·h .. )'- j f.; t .,., ... :.,.,,1:. vu J,, W,•:tt''s .!p.:1;.tt-lgesch., 

1, hii. ff.: 1:r; ... 1~. l\"r l'a.uli1~i"41u;;. 1~:s. p. .w; ff.: r.~,.·-rn. Les 
.\p."·tt'"'- l'- ~i. tr.: L"' £~.:rni;:ilf.;::.. 1~:i. l'- .f:~~ r.. 2: T.m.•~ G,~ X. T., 
l"- l :l:l tf. ; .'.· l, .,,-.·l·r., : .. .-~ .• >r"" • • \ p.-.,.:..1,;N':b .. ]'- ~\\ f' .. (>4 tJ. ; ....... I, U't~,.'rr. 

l':i~ n .• .-h~!'· 1~·.it., ii, }'- :~~ff .. :s tl. : T·~:. f'a-.i;ni: n .• \JX"'!'t.-4~ •• 
l't";t;, l'- ~; :. : ,;, ll'dtt. L:.1. ~- T .. l'· ~4n: • .\J"~•:~~-li .. p.. :n;rriii.; 

; : ·. ·'T''"':' ~~""-h .. l'- ~~: ff. 1.'f. 1:1f',,:,1, ~ T. lsr., Ti •• p. s-; !. 
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CRITICAL OPINIO~ AS TO THE AUTHOR. 49 

tcrs and the remainder of the work, and profess to detect 
a much more Hebraistic character in the language of the 
earlier portion, 1 although this is not received without 
demur.2 As regards the .Y,µ.e~ sections, whilst it is ad
mitted that these fragments have in any case been much 
manipulated by the general editor, and largely contain 
his general characteristics of language, it is at the same 
time affirmed that they present distinct foreign peculiari
ties, which betray a borrowed document.' Even critics 
who maintain the .Y,µ.e~ sections to be by the same writer 
who composed the rest of the book point out the pecu
liarly natural character and minute knowledge displayed 
in these passages, as distinguishing them from the rest 
of the Acts.4 This of course they attribute to the fact 
that the author there relates his personal experiences ; 
but even with this explanation it is apparent that all who 
maintain the traditional view do recognize peculiarities in 
these sections, by which they justify the ascription of 
tl1em to an eye-witness. For the reasons which have 
been very briefly indicated, therefore, and upon other 

1 Alford, Greek Test., ii. proleg., p. 12; Ewald, Geach. d. V. Isr., vi. 
p. 37 f.; Riehm, De fontibus Act. Ap., p. 106 ft'., 189 ft'.; &lmeckm
wrger, Apostelgeech., p. 153 ft'.; Schwanbeck, Quellen d. Sehr. Lukas, 
i. p. 36 ff'., 114 f,; Schwegler, Das nachap. Zeit., ii. p. 99; Tholw:k, 
Glaubw. ev. Geschichte, p. 376 f. ; de Wttte, Einl. N. T., p. 249 f. Cf 
Crtdtier, Einl. N. T., i. p. 282 f.; Meyer, Apostelgeech., p. 12; Lekebuad1, 
Apost.elgeech., p. 404 f. 

' Etdihorn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 31 ft'.; Overl>eck, zu de Wette'sApostelg., 
p. hi f.; Zeller, Apostelgesch., p. 490 ff. Cf. Credner, Einl., p. 282 f.; 
Ltlctlnuch, Apg., p. 35 ft'., 404 f. 

' Ha'Ulf'ath, N. T. Zeitgesch., iii. p. 423 a.nm. ; Hilgenfeld, Einl. N. T., 
p. 607 f.; Overl>eck, zu de W. Apg., p. xxxix. f., xlv. f., l. anm.; K0stlin, 
t'rspr. Synopt. Evv., p. 291 f. ; Stap, Origines du Christ., p. 205 f. ; 
Straatman, Paulus, de Apost. van Jezue Christus, 1874, p. 307 ft'. ; de 
Jrttu, Einl. N. T., p. 246 f.; Zeller, Apg., p. 457 f., 613 ft'., 616, anm. 1. 

• Ewald, Ge!k·h. V. Isr., vi. p. 39, anm. 1; Lel.:eL118ch, Apostelgescb., 
I'· 382 ff., et passim; &c., &c. 
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SUPERNATURAL RELIGIO~. 

strong grounds, some of which will be presently stated, a 
very large mass of the ablest critics have concluded that 
the T]p.£Ls sections were not composed by the author ot 
the rest of the Acts, but that they are part of the diary of 
some companion of the Apostle Paul, of which the 
Author of Acts made use for his work, 1 and that the 
general writer of the work, and consequently of the third 
Synoptic, was not Luke at all. 2 

1 Baur, Paulus, 2te Aull., i. p. 16 f., p. 243; Bey8cMag, Tb. Stud. u. 
Krit., 1864, p. 214 f.; Bertholdt, Einl. N. T., iii. p. 1332; Bltek, Einl. 
N. T., p. 332 ff.; Th. Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1030 tr.; Dat1idton, Int. 
N. T., ii. p. 273 ff.; Gfriirer, Die heil. Sago, ii. 24li f., i. p. 383 ft'., 
422 ff. ; Allg. K. G., i. p. 165 f., 237;. Hauber, Betracht. iib. einig. 
Olaubigon, u. s. w., chr. Kirche, p. 61 f. ; Hauwath, N. T. Zeitgesch., 
iii. p. 422 f., anm. 7; Ililgenfeld, Einl. N. T., p. 606 ft'., Die Evangelien, 
p. 225; lloltzma1111, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1873, p. 85 ff. ; Horii, Essai 
sur los Sources de la deuxieme partie dos Actes dos Ap0tres, 1848; 
Keim, Jesu v. Nu.ara, i. p. 81, anm. 1; Kohlreif, Chronologia Sacra, 
p. 99 f.; K0selill, Urspr. synopt. Evv., p. 291 f.; Koni'gamann, De fonti
bus, &c., in Pott's Sylloge, iii. p. 231 f. ; Ettnkel, Paulus, 1869, 
p. 213 ff. ; Overbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. l. ff.; Rem1, Geach. N. T., p. 207 f.; 
Schleicrmacher, Einl. N. T., 1845, p. 239 f., p. 348 ff.; Sclwlten, Het paulin. 
Evangolie, p. 413 ff.; Schwaubeck, Quellen, u. s. w., p. 168 ff., 14-0 ft'.; 
Stap, Origines, &c., p. 205 f. ; Straatman, Paulus, p. 6 ; Strauu, Das 
Leben Jesu, 1864, p. 127; Ulrich, Th. Stud. u. Krit., 1837, p. 369 ff.; 
1840, p. 1003 tr.; Volkmar, Die Religion Jesu, p. 291; ck Wdte, Einl. 
N. T., p. 247; Apostelgesch., p. xxxviii.; Wittichen, Zeitschr. wiss. 
Theol., 1873, p . .509 f.; Das Leben Jesu, 1876, p. 21 f.; Zeller, Apoatel
gosch., p. 515 f. Cf. Neanckr, Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 229; cf. p. 1 f. 

1 Baur, Paulus, p. 16 ff.; Davicho11, Int. N. T., ii. p. 24 r., .54, 269 ff. ; 
Ofrorer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 34, anm. 1, 383 ff., 4.52 ft'.; ii. p. 245 f.; 
Allg. K. G., i. p. 163 ff.; Hauarath, N. T. Zeitgesch., iii., p. 421 ft'.; 
Jlilgenfeld, Einl. N. T., p. 608 ff.; Die Evangelien, p. 225; lloUzma1m, 
Zcitschr. wiss. Th., 1873, p. 85 ff.; Kii8tli11, Ursprung., u. e. w., p. 286 ff.; 
J,fayerlwff, Einl. petr. Sehr., p. 6 ff.; Overbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. I. ff., 
}xiii. f. ; Schleiermacher, EinL N. T., 1845, p. 239 ff.,305 f., 347ff.; &lwlt.e11, 
Ilet paulin. Evang., p. 412 ff. ; Is de derde Evangelist de Schrijver vun het 
Boek der He.ndelingen? 1873, p. 98 f.; &hwanbecl.·, Queft. Sehr. Lukas, 
p. 253 ff.; Scl1wegler, Das nachap. Zeit., ii. p. 38 tr., 73 ft; Straafoum, 
Paulus, p. 14 tr.; Slap, Origines, &c., p. 203 1f.; Stram1, Das Leben 
Jesu, p. 126 f.; Volkmar, Die Religion Jesu, p. 291; ck Welte, Einl. N. 
T., p. 206 f., 244 f.; Apostelgesch., p. xxxviii. f.; Tjt.enk Willink, Just. 
Martyr in zijne verh. tot Paulus, 1868, p. 64; Wittichen, Zeit.schr. wias. 
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AUTHOR NOT A COMPANION OF PAUL. 61 

A careful study . of the contents of the Acts cannot, 
we think, leave any doubt that the work . could not 
have been written by any companion or intimate friend 
of the Apostle Paul.1 In here briefly indicating some 
of the reasons for this statement, we shall be under 
the necessity of anticipating, without much explanation 
or argument, points which will be more fully discussed 
further on, and which now, stated without preparation, 
may not be sufficiently dear to some readers. They 
may hereafter seem more conclusive. It is unreason
able to suppose that a friend or companion could have 
written so unhistorical and defective a history of the 
Apostle's life and teaching. The Pauline Epistles are 
nowhere directly referred to, but where we can compare 
the narrative and representations of Acts with the state
ments of the Apostle, they are strikingly contradictory.2 

Th., 1873, p. /SOS ft'.; Zeller, Apostelgeech., p. 460 ff.; Vortrige, u. a. w., 
186.'i, p. 206 ff. Cf. &11.88, Geach. N. T., p. 194-208 ; Sch1·ader, Der Ap. 
Paulus, v. p • .508, 556. 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 16 ff. passim; Davidaon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 2il f. ; 
llolt:mann, 7.eitachr. wias. Th., 1873, p. 87 f.; Sclilei'ermacher, Einl. N. T., 
p. 239 f., 360 ff., 367 ff.; Scholten, Het paulin. Ev., p. 414; Sc/1wan1Jed.-, 
QueUen, u. a. w., p. 262 f.; Stap, Origines, &c., p. 203 ff.; de We.tte, Einl . 
N. T., p. 245; Apoetelgesch., p. :uxviii. f.; Zeller, Apostelgesch.,p. 462 ff.; 
Vortrige, u. s. w., p. 206ft'. Cf. Rrnu, Hist. de la ThcologieChrct. 3meCd., 
ii p. :W3 ; Renan, Les Ap0tres, p. xiii. f.; Les Evangiles. p. 435 ft'. 

2 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 8 f., 123 ft'., 149 f., et passim; K. G. 3to Aufl., 
i. p. 126 ft'.; DatJidMm, Int. N. T., ii. p. 212 ft'.; Eichhorn, Einl. N. T .. 
p. 40 f.; Gfriirer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 27, 412 f., et passim ; JlaUM"alli, 
N. T. Zeitgesch., iii. p. 422 ft'., anm. 7; Hilgen/eld, Einl. N. T., p. 224 ff., 
693 ft'.; Zeitechr. wiss. Theol., 1860, p. 111 ff., 118 ff., 135 ff. ; Krenl:el, 
Paulus, p. 32 ff., 62 ff.; LiJ"iUI, in Schenkel's Bibel-Lex. (s. v. Apostel
oonvent), i. p. 194 ff.; Nicoku, ttudes crit. sur la Bible, N. Teet., 1864, 
p. 26ift'.; Overbeck, zude W.Apg., p. lix., anm. * *; Renan, LesAp6tree, 
nix. fr. ; Scherer, Rev. de Tbeologie, 1861, iii. p. 336; Sc1Jeiermacl1er, 
Einl. N. T., p. 368 ff.; Scholten, Het paulin. Evn.ng., p. 447 ff.; Schrader, 
Der Ap. Paulus, v. p . .536 f., 543 ff. ; Schwaubcrk, Quellen, u. s. w., 
P· 30 ft'. ; Scl1tctgler, Das nachap. Zeit., i. p. 116 ff., ii. p. 82 ff.; Stap, 
Originee, &c., p. 135 ff.; Straatman, Paulus, p. 47 ff., 82 ff., 97 ff., ct 

E 2 
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62 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

His teaching in the one scarcely presents a trace of the 
strong and dearly defined doctrines of the other, and the 
character and conduct of the Paul of Acts are altogether 
different from those of Paul of the Epistles. According 
to Paul himself (Gal. i. 16-'18), after his conversion, he 
communicated not with flesh and blood, neither went up 
t-0 Jerusalem to those who were apostles before him, but 
immediately went away into Arabia, and returned to 
Damascus, and only after three years he went up to 
Jerusalem to visit Kephas, and abode with him fifteen 
days, during which visit none other of the Apostles did 
he see "save James, the brother of the Lord." If as
surance of the correctness of these details were required, 
Paul gives it by adding (v. 20): "Now the things which 
I am writing to you, behold before God I lie not." Ac
cording to Acts (ix. 19-30), however, the facts are 
quite different. Paul immediately begins to preach in 
Damascus, does not visit Arabia at all, but, on the con
trary, goes to Jerusalem, where, under the protection of 
Barnabas (v. 26, 27), he is introduced to the Apostles, 
an<l "was with them going in and out." According to 
Paul (Gal. i. 22), his face was after that unknown unto 
the churches of J udrea, whereas, according to Acts, not 
only was he "going in and out" at Jerusalem with the 
Apostles, but (ix. 29) preached boldly in the name of the 
Lord, and (Acts xxvi. 20) "in Jerusalem and throughout 
all the region of J mlrea, 11 he urged to repent.a.nee. Ac
cording to Paul (Gal. ii. 1 ff.), after fourteen years he 
went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus, 

passim: 7jttnk Trillifllc, Just. Martyr, 1868, p. 27 f., p. 31, noot 3 • de 
Weit~. Einl. N. T., p. 24.'.i; .Apoatelg., p. xxxv ff.; Zell~r, .Apoate~., 
P· 216 ff., o~ passim; Vort.rige, u. s. w., p. 206 ff. Cf. Lechkr, D&.9 ap. 
u. nachap. Zcit., 2t.e .Autl., P· 11 ff. 
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AUTHOR NOT A COMPANION OF PAUL. 53 

"according to a revelation," and "privately" commu
nicated his Gospel " to those who seemed_ to be some
thing," as, with some irony, he calls the Apostles. In 
words still breathing irritation and determined indepen
dence, Paul relates to the Galatians the particulars of that 
visit-how great pressure had been exerted to compel 
Titus, though a Greek, to be circumcised, "that they 
might bring us into bondage," to whom, "not even for an 
hour did we yield the required subjection." He protests, 
with proud independence, that the Gospel which he 
preache1:1 was not received from man (Gal. i. 11, 12), 
but revealed to him by God (verses 15, 16); and 
during this visit (ii. 6, 7) " from those seeming to be 
something (Twv 8oKovVTwv Elva{ n), whatsoever they 
were it maketh no matter to me-God accepteth not 
man's person-for to me those who seemed (ot 8oKoWr£~) 
communicated nothing additional." According to Acts, 
after his C<?nversion, Paul is taught by a man named 
Ananias what he must do (ix. 6, xxii. 10); he makes 
visits to Jerusalem (xi. 30, xii. 25, &c.), which are 
excJuded by Paul's own explicit statements; and a 
widely different report is given (xv. 1 ff.) of the second 
visit. Paul does not go, "according to a revelation," 
but is deputed by the Church of Antioch, with BarnabaR, 
in consequence of disputes regarding the circumcision of 
Gentiles, to lay the case before the Apostles and elders 
at Jerusalem. It is almost impossible in the account 
here given of proceedings characterised throughout by 
perfect harmony, forbearance, and unanimity of views, to 
recognize the visit described by Paul. Instead of being 
private, the scene is a general council of the Church. 
The fiery independence of Paul is transformed into 
meekness and submission. There is not a word of the 
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endeavour to compel him to have 'l'itus circumcised-all 
is peace arnl undisturbed good-will. Peter pleads the 
cause of Paul, and is more Pauline in his sentiments 
than Paul himself, and, in the very presence of Paul, 
claims to have been selected by God to be Apostle of 
the Gentiles (xv. 7-11). Not a syllable is said of the 
scene at Antioch shortly after (Gal. ii. 11 ff.), so singu
larly at variance with tl1e proceedings of the council, 
when Paul withstood Cephas to the face. Then, who 
would recognize the Paul of the EpistleH in the Paul of 
Acts, who makes such repeated journeys to Jerusalem to 
attend Jewish feasts (xviii. 21,1 xix. 21, xx. 16, xxiv. 11, 
17, 18); who, in his journeys, halts on the days when a 
Jew may not travel (xx. 5, 6); who shaves his head at 
Cenchrea because of a vow (xviii. 18); who, at the re
commendation of the Apostlt.>s, performs that astonishing 
act of Nazariteship in the Temple (xxi. 23), and after-· 
wards follows it up by a defence of such "excellent dis
sembling" (xxiii. 6, xxiv. 11 ff.); who circumcises Timo
thy, the son of a Greek and of a Jewess, with his own 
hands (xvi. 1-3, cf. Gal. v. 2) ; and who is so little the 
apostle of the uncircumcision that lie only tardily goes to 
the Gentiles when rcjedcd by the Jews (cf. xviii. G). 
Paul is not only rol1bcd of the honour of hl·ing the first 
Apostle of the Gentiles, which is conferred upon Peter, 
but the writer seems to avoid even calling him an apostle 
at all,2 tlie only occasions upon which he does so being 
indirect (xiv. 4, 14); and the title equally applied to 
Barnabas, whose claim to it is more than doubted. The 

1
• Tho Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrian, with other ancient codicc~. 

onut · "I b . 
2 • • must y all means keep this foast that cometh in Jerusalem." 

~~il9cnfefd, Einl. N. T., p. 585; Rcna11, Les Ap<itres, p. iii. not.,, 
}>. xiu. f. · R,.., •• 11 h N T 206 JJ'·1·· h 17 • • .. 3 • • """• uesc . . ., p. ; 1 ••c e11, 1..e1tschr wias Theol , • p. 513 f. . . .• 
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AUTHOR NOT A COMPANION OF PAUL. 55 

passages in which this occurs, moreo_ver, arc not above 
suspicion, " the Apostles " being omitted in Cod. D. 
(Bezre) from xiv. 14. The former verse in that co<lex 
has important variations from other MSS. 

If we cannot believe that the representation actually 
given of Paul in the Acts could procee<l from a friend or 
companion of the Apostle, it is equally impossible that 
such a person could have written his history with so 
many extraordinary imperfections and omissions. \Ve 
have already pointed out that between chs. ix.-xiv. are 
compressed the events of seventeen of the most active 
years of the Apostle's life, and also that a long period is 
comprised within the ~µ.E'i~ sections, during which such 
minute details of the daily itinerary arc given. The 
incidents reported, however, are quite disproportionate to 
those which are omitted. We have no record, for in
stance, of his visit to Arabia at so interesting a portion 
of his career (Gal. i. 17), although the particulars of his 
conversion are repeated with singular variations no less 
than three times (ix. xxii. xxvi.) ; nor of his preaching in 
Illyria (Rom. xv. 19); nor of the incident referred to in 
Rom. xvi. 3, 4. The momentous adventures in the 
cause of the Gospel spoken of in 2 Cor. xi. 23 ff. receive 
scarcely any illustration in Acts, nor is any notice taken 
of Lis fighting with wild beasts at Ephesus (1 Cor. xv. 32), 
which would have formed an episode full of seriou8 
interest. What, again, was " the affliction which hap
pened in Asia," which so overburdened even so energetic 
a nature as that of the Apostle that " he despaired even 
of life 1" (2 Cor. ii. 8 f.) Some light upon these points 
might reasonably have been expected from a companion 
of Paul. .Then, xvii. 14-16, xviii. 5 contradict 1 
Thess. iii. 1, 2,. in a way scarcely possible in such a 
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companion, present with the Apostle at Athens; and in 
like manner the representation in xxviii. 17-22 is in
consistent with such a person, ignoring as it does the 
fact that there already was a Christian Church in Rome 
(Ep. to Romans). We do not refer to the miraculous 
clements so thickly spread over the narrative of the Acts, 
and especially in the episode xvi. 25 ff., which is inserted 
in the first ~1dis section, as irreconcilable with the cha
racter of an eye-witness, because it is precisely the mira
culous portion of the book which is on its trial ; but we 
may ask whether it would have been possible for such a 
friend, acquainted with the Apostle's representations in 
1 Cor. xiv. 2 ff., cf. xii.-xiv., and the phenomena there 
described, to speak of the gift of '' tongues" at Pen
tecost as the power of speaking different languages 
(ii. 4-11, cf. x. 46, xix. 6)? 

It will readily be understood that we have here 
merely rapidly and by way of illustration referred to a 
few of the points which seem to preclude the admission 
that the general author of the Acts could be an eye
witness,' or companion of t.he Apostle Paul, and this 
will become more apparent as we proceed, and more 
closely examine the contents of the book. 'Vho that 
author was, there are now no means of ascertaining. 
The majority of critics who have most profoundly ex
amined the problem presented by the Acts, however, 
au<l who do not admit Luke to be the general author, 
arc agreed that the author compiled the ~µ.e~s sections 
from a diary kept by some companion of the Apostle 
Paul during the journeys and voyages to which thev 
r(;latc, but opinion is very divided as to the perso~ 

. ' Bleek d°?e not consider it probable that ho narrates anything as oyo
witnese. Einl. N. T., p. 340. 
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to whom that diary must be ascribed. It is of course 
recognized that the various theories regarding his identity 
are merely based upon conjecture, but they have long 
severely exercised critical ingenuity. A considerable 
party adopt the conclusion that the diary was probably 
written by Luke.1 This theory has certainly the ad
vantage of whatever support may be derived from 
tradition ; and it has been conjectured, not without 
probability, that this diary, being either written by, or 
originally attributed to, Luke, may possibly have been 
the source from which, in course of time, the whole of the 
Acts, and consequently the Gospel, came to be ascribed 
to Luke. 2 'fhe selection of a comparatively less 
known name than that of Timothy, 'fitus or Silas,3 for 
instance, may thus be explained ; but, besides, it has the 
great advantage that, the name of Luke never being 
mentioned in the Acts, he is not exposed to criticism, 
which has found serious objections to the claims of other 
better known followers of Paul. 

There are, however, many critics who find difficulties 
in the way of accepting Luke as the author of the " we'' 
sections, and who adopt the theory that they Wl'rc pro-

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 16 f., 2~3; Gfriirl'1', Die heil. Sage, ii. p. 245 f.; 
cl". i. p. 383 ff., 422 ff.; Alig. K. G., i. p. 165 f., 23i; llaturat11, N. T. 
Zcit., iii. p. 422 f., anm. 7; Hilge11feld, Einl. N. T., p. 606 ff., Die Eran
gelien, p. 225; Boltzmann, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1873, p. 85 ff.; K<Mtlin, 
Urspr. synopt. Evv., p. 291 f.; 011erbeck, zu de W.Apg., p. l. ff.; Slap, Ori
gines, &c., p. 205; V.olkmar, Die Religion Jesu, p. 291 ; TJ'iUiclien, Zeitschr. 
wi..."8. TheoL, 1873, p. 509 f. ; Zeller, Apostolgesch., p. 515 f. Cf. Nca1Hll'T', 
Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 229; cf. p. 1 f.; Rett&, Geach. N. T.;p. 207. We 
only refer here, of course, to writers who do not consider Luke tho 
a·Jthor of the rest of Actl!. 

' Ba11r, Paulus, i. p. 16 f. ; G/riirer, Die hail. Sage, ii. p. 245 f. ; 
Hilgtn/eld, EinL N. T., p. 608; K<Mtlin, Urspr. synopt. Evv., p. 291 ; 
Qrerbttk, zu de Watt.e's Apg., p. I. ff. ; ZeUer, Apostelg., p. 615 f. 

a Scholten, Het paulin. Evangelia, p. 416. 
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bably composed by Timothy.1 It is argued that, if Luke 
ha<l been the writer of this diary, he must have been in 
very close relations to Paul, having been his companion 
during the Apostle's second mission journey, as well as 
during the later Europeanjourney, and finally during the 
eventful journey of Paul as a prisoner from Cresarea to 
Rome. Under these circumstances, it is natural to expect 
that Paul should mention him in his earlier epistles, 
written before tl1e Roman imprisonment, but this he 
nowhere does. For instance, no mention whatever is 
made of Luke in either of the letters to the Corinthians 
nor in those to the Thessalonians ; but on the other 
hand, rfimothy's name, together with that of Silvanus (or 
Silas), is joined to Paul's in the two letters to the 
Thessalonians, besides being mentioned in the body of 
the first Epistle (iii. 2, 6) ; and he is repeatedly and 
affectionately spoken of in the earlier letter to the 
Corinthians (1 Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 10), and his name is 
likewise combined with the Apostle's in the second 
Epistle (2 Cor. i. 1), as well as mentioned in the body of 
the letter, along with that of Silvanus, as a fellow
preacher with Paul. In the Epistle to the Philippians, 
later, the name of Luke docs not appear, although, had 
he Leen the companion of the Apostle from Troas, he 
must have Leen known to the Philippians, but on the 
other hand, rfimothy is again associated in the opening 
greeting of that Epistle. Timothy is ~nown to have 

1 Bltek, Einl. N. T., p. 332 ff. ; Th. Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1030 ff.; 
Bcy1ehlag, Th. Stud. u. Krit., 1864, p. 214 f. ; Da~acm, Int. N. T., 
ii. p. 273 ft'.; Scl1leier111uclu:r, Einl. N. T., p. !176, cf. 364, anm. 1; Vorlo
SUDgen ap. tie Wette, Einl. N. T., p. 247, § 115 b, anm. a; Ulrich, Tb. 
Stud. u. Krit., 1837, p. 369 ff.; 1840, p. 1003 ft'.; de Write, Einl. N. T., 
p. 247 ; Apoetelgesch., p. xxxviii. f. Cf. Keim, Jesu v. Nazara, i. p. 81, 
anm. 1, 2; Neander, Pflanzung, u. e. w., p. 229, cf. 1 f. 
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been a fellow-worker with the Apostle, and to have 
accompanied him in his missionary journeys, and he is 
repeatedly mentioned in the Acts as the companion of 
Paul, and the first occasion is precisely where the T,µ.e'is 
sections commence. 1 In connection with Acts xv. 40, 
xvi. 3, 10, it is considered that Luke is quite excluded 
from the possibility of being the companion who wrote 
the diary we are discussing, by the Apostle's own words 
in 2 Cor. i. 19 : 2 ''For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, 
who was preached among you by us, by me and Silvanus 
and Timothy," &c., &c. The eye-witness who wrote the 
journal from which the T,µ.e'is sections are taken must 
have been with the Apostle in Corinth, and, it is of 
course always asserted, must have been one of his 
crwepyol, and preached the Gospel. 3 Is it possible, on 
the supposition that this fellow-labourer was Luke, that 
the Apostle could in so marked a ruauncr have excluded 
his name by clearly defining that "us " only meant 
himself and Silvanus and 'fimothy? Mayerhoff 4 has 
gone even further than the critics we have referred to, 
and maiutaius Timothy to be the author of the third 
Synoptic and of Acts. 

" 1 e may briefly add that some writers have conjectured 
Silas to he the author of the ;,µ.e'is scdious,5 and others 

1 xvi. 1 ff.; cf. xvii. 14, 15; xviii. 5; xix. 22, xx. 4. 
, Keim, Jesu v. Nnzara, i. p. 81, anm. 2. 
1 Cf. Word&wortli, Greek Teat., The Four Gospels, 1875, p. 168; Acts 

of the Apoet., 1874, p. 118. The Bishop of Lincoln considers that the 
vision which appeared to Paul (Acts xvi. 9), praying him to come over 
into Macedonia, was regarded by Luko as a message also designed for 
hi11l86lf: "and the Holy Spirit, in the Acts of the AposUcs, authorizes 
that opinion. The1·oforc, St. Luko also, 118 woll 118 the AposUe, was called 
by the Holy Ghost to preach the Goapel in Gre.ere." Four Gospels, p. 168. 

4 Einl. petr. Schriften, p. 6 ff. 
• Hauber, Betract. iib. einig. d. erst. Glaubigen, u. s. w., christl. 

Kirche, p. 61 f. ; Kohlreif, Chron. Sacra, p. 99; Schwan'OO:!.·, Quellen, 
u. s. w., p. 168 ff. Cf. Keim, Josu v. Nav.ara, p. 81, anm. 1, 2. 
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l1ave referred them to Titus.1 It is evident that whether 
the .qµ.E'is sections be by the unknown author of the rest 
of the Acts, or be part of a diary by some unknown 
companion of Paul, introduced into the work by the 
general editor, they do not solve the problem as to the 
identity of the author, who remains absolutely unknown. 

"re have said enough to enable the reader to under
stand the nature of the problem regarding the author of 
the third Synoptic and of the Acts of the Apostles, and 
whilst for our purpose much less would have sufficed, it 
is evident that the materials do not exist for identifying 
him. The stupendous miracles related in these two 
works, therefore, rest upon t.he evidence of an unknown 
writer, who from internal evidence must have composed 
them very long after the events recorded. Externally, 
there is no proof even of the existence of the Acts until 
towards the entl of the second century, when also for the 
first time we hear of a vague theory as to the name and 
identity of the supposed author, a theory which ·declares 
I"'uke not to have himself been an t'ye-witness of the 
occurrences related in the Gospel, and which reduces his 
participation even in the events narrated in the Acts to a 
very small and modest compass, leaving the great mass 
of the miracles described in the work without even his 
personal attestation. The theory, however, we have seen 
to be not only unsupported by evidence, but to be contra
dicted by many potent circumstances. 'ye propose now, 
without exhaustively examining the contents of the Acts, 
which would itself require a separate treatise, at least to 

a Jlor.t, Eseai sur les sources de la deuxieme partie dee Act.es det0 
ApOtres, 1848; Krt11hT, Paulus, p. 214 ff.; Straat111a11, "Paulus, p. 6. 
We do not think it neoeeaary to consider the theory that the sections we 
have been discussing are altogether a fiction : /Jr. Bai'6, Die Apos· 
telgesch., p. 132 f.; cf. &hra<ltr, Der Apostal Paulus, v. p. 649. 
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consider some of its main points sufficiently to form a fair 
judgment of the historical value of the work, although 
the facts which we have already ascertained are clearly 
fatal to the document as adequate testimony for miracles, 
and the reality of Divine Revelation. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HISTORICAL V .ALUE OF THE WORK. DESIGN AND 

COMPOSITION. 

THE historical value of the Acts of the Apostles has 
very long been the subject of vehement discussion, and 
the course of the controversy has certainly not been 
favourable to the position of the work. For a con
siderable time the traditional view continued to pre
vail, and little or no doubt of the absolute credibility of 
the narrative was ever expressed. When the spirit of 
independent and enlightened criticism was finally aroused, 
it had to contend with opinions which habit had rendered 
stereotype, and prejudices which took the form of here
ditary belief. A large body of eminent critics, after an 
exhaustive investigation of the Acts, have now declared 
that the work is not historically accurate, and cannot be 
accepted as a true account of the Acts and teaching of 
the A postles.1 

l Baur, Paulus, i. p. 8 ff., 19 ff., 96 ff., 119 ff., 134 ff., 143, anm. 1, 
166, 189 ot passim; K. G., i. p. 125 f.; Br. Bauer, Apostelgesch., 1850, 
p. 114 ff. ; Chrntianiu, Das Ev. dos Reichs, p. iGi ff. ; Davi<hon, Int. 
N. T., ii. p. 20i ff., 2i5 ff.; G/riJrer, Die boil. Sage, i. p. 2i f., p. 383 ff., 
421 f. (second part historical, cf. 422 ff.); Hamrath, N. T. Zeitg., iii. 
p. 420 ff.; llilge11/eld, Zeitschr. wisF. Theol., 1860, p. 101 ff.; Einl. 
N. T., p. 225 ff., 574 ff., 593 ff.; Holtzma11n, in Buuson's Bibehr., viii. 
p. 350 f. ; in Schonkel's Bibel Lex., i. p. 213 f.; Zeitschr. wise. Theol., 
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The Author of the Acts has been charged with having 
written the work with a distinct design to which he 
subordinated historical truth, and in this view many critics 
have joined, who ultimately do not accuse him absolutely 
of falsifying history, but merely of making a deliberate 
selection of his materials with the view of placing events 
in the light most suitable for his purpose. Most of those, 
however, who make this charge maintain that, in carry
ing out the original purpose of the Acts, the writer so 
freely manipulated whatever materials he bad before him, 
and so dej1.lt with facts whether by omission, transforma
tion or invention, that the historical value of his narrative 
has been destroyed or at least seriously affected by it. 1 

On the other hand, many apologetic writers altogether 
deny the existence of any design on the part of the 

18i3, p. 86 ff.; Kre11kel, Paulus, p. 6 ff., 212 ff.; Nicolas, Etudos N. T., 
p. 26i ff.; 0t:l!'fbtck, zu de W. Apg., p. lix. ff.; Pfleiderer, Der Paulinismus, 
p. 2ii ff., 495 tr. ; Rena11, Les Ap0tres, p. xxiv. ff. (except last pages, p. 
xxvii.); &hertr, Rev. deThcologie, 1851, iii. p. 335 f.; Sclwlkn, Het paul. 
Evang., p. 410, 414, 447 ff.; Schrader, Der Ap. Paulus, v. p. 008 ff. passim; 
Scliwanbttk, Quellen, u. e. w., p. 311!. ; Schwegll!'f, Das nachap. Zeit., 
i. p. 90, ii. p. 73 ff., 112 ff. ; Stap, Origines, &c., p. 117 ff. ; Straatman, 
Paulus, p. 17 ff., et passim; Volkmar, Die Religion, p. 336 ff.; T;ee11k 
Willi11k, Just.1 Mart., p. 28 f., 31 noot 3; Zeller, Apostelg., p. 76 ff., 
316 ff.; Vortrige, p. 206 ff. Cf. Bl«k, Einl. N. T., p. 344 ff.; Rema, 
Oesch. N. T., p. 203 f., 205 f.; Hist. ThCol. Chret., ii. p. 7, 327 ff.; 
R«i1k, Essa.is de Critique Religieuse, 1860, p. 27 f. ; Schnecke11burger, 
p. liil ff., et passim; de Wette, Apostelg., p. lix £; EinL N. T., p. 262 f.; 
Wittichen, Zeitschr. wise. Th., 1873, p. 512 ff. 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 8 ff., 19 ff. ; Chriatianm~ Ev. dee Reiche, p. 767 ff. ; 
Daf?idwn, EinL N. T., ii. p. 2i5; Hamrath, N. T. Zeitg., iii. p. 420 ff.; 
Hilgmfdd, Einl N. T., p. 225 ff., 575 ff., 593 ff.; Zeitechr. wise. Th., 1860, 
p. 101 ff.; Holt'lfllann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 350 ff.; Krenkel, Paulus, 
p. 6 ff., 212 ff. ; Nicol1u, Etudee N. T., p. 267 ff. ; Overbeck, zu de W. Apg., 
p. xxv. ff., lix. ff.; Renat1, Les A¢tree, p. xxiv. ff. (except last few pages, 
p. xxvii.) ; Riv ilk, Eeeaie de Crit. Rel., p. 27 £ ; Scherer, Rev. de Thcol., 
1s.;1, iii. p. 336; &hwtgler, Das nachap. Zeit., ii. p. 73 ff. ; Straatman, 
Paulos, p. 1 ff. ; Zeller, Apoetelg., p. i6 ff., 316 ff. ; Vortrige, p. 206 ff. 
Cf. &uu, Hist. Th6ol. Chr., ii. p. 7, 327 ff. ; Schneckenburger, Apoefulg., 
p. 44 ff., 67 £, 92 f., 127 f., 140 f., 152 ff., 217 f. 
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author such as is here indicated, which could have led 
him to suppress or distort facts,1 and whilst some of 
them advance very varied and fanciful theories as to the 
historical plan upon which the writer proceeds, and in 
accordance with which the peculiarities of his narrative 
are explained, they generally accept the work as the 
genuine history of the Acts of the Apostles so far as the 
author possessed certain information. The design most 
generally ascribed to the writer of the Acts may, with 
many minor variations, be said to be apologetic and con
ciliatory : an attempt to reconcile the two parties in the 
early church by representing the difference between the 
views of Peter an<l Paul as slight and unimportant, 
Pauline sentiments being freely placed in the mouth of 
Peter, and the Apostle of the Gentiles being represented 
as an orthodox adherent of the church of Jerusalem, 
with scarcely such advanced views of christian univer
sality as Peter ; or else, an effort of Gentile Christianity 
to bring itself into closer union with the primitive church, 
surrendering, in so doing, all its distinctive features and 
its Pauline origin, and representing the universalism by 
which it exists, as a principle adopted and promulgated 
from the very first by Peter and the Twelve. It is not 
necessary, however, for us to enter upon any minute dis
cussion of this point, nor is it requisite, for the purposes o( 
our inquiry, to determine whether the peculiar character 

1 .Alfurd, Greek Test., ii. proleg., p. 17; Bleek, EinL N. T., p. 328 ff., 
345 f.; Efrl1horn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 23 ff. ; J:wald, Jahrb. bibl. Wiss., ix. 
p. 62 ff.; (lrau, Entw. N. T. Bchriftth., i. p. 320 ff.; GmriC'k, Oesammtg. 
N. T., p. 2i0 ff.; La11ge, Das ap. Zeit., i p. 87 ff. ; Lec"1er, Das ap. u. 
nachap. 7..eit., p. 7 ff., 159; Lekebtuch, Apg., p. 189 ff., 3i4; Meyer, Apg., 
p. s ff.; Neudt:t:ker, Einl. N. T., p. 344 ff.; Uertel, Paulus, p. 165 ff., 
182 ff.; Pfleiderer, Der Paulinismus, p. 496 ff. ; de Pre.ueme, Hist. troia 
prem. Siecles, i p. 484 f.; Trip, Paulus, p. 261 ff. 
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of the writing which we are examining is the result of a 
perfectly definite purpose controlling the whole narrative 
and modifying every detail, or naturally arises from 
the fact that it is the work of a pious member of the 
Church writing long after the events related, and im
buing his materials, whether of legend or ecclesiastical 
tradition, with his own thoroughly orthodox views : his
tory freely composed for Christian edification. We shall 
not endeavour to construct any theory to account for 
the phenomena before us, nor to discover the secret 
motives or intentions of the writer, but taking them 
as they are, we shall simply examine some of the 
more important portions of the narrative, with a view 
to determine whether the work can in any serious sense 
be regarded as credible history. 

No one can examine the contents of the Acts without 
perceiving that some secret motive or influence did cer
tainly govern the writer's mind, and guide him in the 
!election of topics, and this is betrayed by many pecu
liarities in his narrative. Quite apart from any attempt 
to discover precisely what that motive was, it is desirable 
that we should briefly point out some of these peculiari
ties. It is evident that every man who writes a history 
must commence with a distinct plan, and that the choice 
of subjects to be introduced or omitted must proceed 
upon a certain principle. This is of course au invariable 
rule wherever there is order and arrangement. No one 
has ever questioned that in the Acts of the Apostles both 
order and arrangement have been deliberately adopteu 
and the question naturally arises : What was the plan 01 

the Author? and upon what principle did he select, from 
the mass of facts which might have been related regard
ing the Church in the Apostolic ages, precisely those 

VOL Ill, F 
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which he has inserted, to the exclusion of the rest? 1 

'Vhat title will adequately represent the contents ot 
the book? for it is admitted by almost all critics that 
the actual name which the book hears neither was given 
to it by its author nor properly describes its intention 
and sultlect.2 The extreme difficulty which has been felt 
in answering these questions, and in constructing any 
hypothesis which may fairly correspond with the actual 
contents of the Acts, constitutes one of the most striking 
commentaries on the work, and although we cannot here 
detail the extremely varied views of critics upon the sub
ject, they are well worthy of study.3 No one now ad
vances the theory which was anciently current that the 
Author simply narrated that of which he was an eye-wit
ness.• Its present title 1Tpa~E'~ rwv «l11'00"T0Ac1111 would 
lead us to expect an account of the doings of the Apostles 
in general, but we have nothing like this in the book. 
Peter and Paul occupy the principal parts of the narra
tive, and the other Apostles are scarcely mentioned. 

1 Le/.:ebuach, Die Comp. u. Entat. d. Apoetelgesch., 1854, p. 190 f. 
2 Perhaps the perfectly vague designation of the book " Acta," n~,~, 

in the Cod. Sinaiticue, may be taken as the cloaeat-if most vague-
description of its contents. 

' The reader may be referred, amongst many others, to the following 
works: Baur, K. 0., i. p. 125 ft.; Bertholdt, Einl., iii. p. 1333 ff.; Bl«lt, 
Einl., p. 325 ff. ; Credner, Einl., i. p. 268 ff., 283 f.; Ebmrd, zu Olshau
een's Apg., p. 318 anm. ; Eichhorn, Einl., ii. p. 16 ff. ; Ewald, Oesch. V. 
ler., vi. p. 28 ff.; Feilmoaer, Einl., p. 295 ff.; Gueric/.:e, Gesammtg. N. T., 
p. 269 ff.; Hilge11/efd, Einl., p. 593 ff.; Holtema11n, in Buneen'11 Bibelw., 
viii. p. 329ff.; Le/.:elmscl1, Apg., p. 189 ff.; ,lfayerhoff, Einl. petr. Sehr., p. 5f. ; 
Mtyer, Apg., p. 8 ff.; Oertel, Paulus, p. 165 ff.; Overbttk, zu de W. Apg., 
p. xxv. ff. ; Reusa, Oesch. N. T., p. 205 ff. ; Hist. Thcol. Chr., ii. p. 3:li ff. ; 
Sclmec~1bt1rger, Zweck Apg., p. 45 ff.; 1'1-ip, Paulus, p. 33 f., 63 ff.; de 
lfettt, EinL, p. 241 ff. ; Wonhworlh, Greek Teet., Acta, p. 1 ff.; Ztller, 
Apg., p. 316 ff. 

• Cf. Hier011., De vii'. ill. 7 ; Eu1ebim, H. E., iii. 4; Can. Murat., ed. 
7'regellu, p. 18 f. 
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James is introduced as an actor in the famous Council, 
and represented as head of the Church in Jerusalem, but 
it is mueh disputed that he was either an Apostle, or one 
of the 'l'welve. The death of Jam es the brother of John 
is just mentioned. John is represented on several oc
casions during the earlier part of the narrative as the 
companion of Peter, without, however, being promi
nently brought forward; and the rest of the Twelve 
are left in complete obscurity. It is not a history of 
the labours of Peter and Paul, for not only is consider
able importance given to the episodeH of Stephen 
and Philip the Evangelist, Lut the account of the two 
great Apostles is singularly fragmentary. After a brief 
chronicle of the labours of Peter, he suddenly disappears 
from the scene, and we hear of him no more. Paul then 
becomes the prominent figure in the drama; but we have 
already pointed out how defective is the information 
given regarding him, and he is also abandoned as soon 
as he is brought to Rome: of his subsequent career 
and martyrdom, nothing whatever is said. . 'f he work is 
not, as Luther suggested, a gloss on the Epistles of Paul 
and the inculcation of his doctrine of righteousness 
through faith, for the narrative of the Acts, so far as we 
can compare it with the Epistles, which are nowhere 
named in it, is generally in contradiction to them, and 
the doctrine of justification by faith is conspicuous by its 
absence. It is not a history of the first Christian missions, 
for it ignores entirely the labours of most of the Apostles, 
omits all mention of some of the most interesting mis
sionary journeys, and does not even give a report of the 
introduction of Christianity into Rome. It is not in any 
sense a Paulinian history of the Church, for if, on the one 
side, it deS(.Tibes the Apostles of the Circumcision as pro-

. F 2 
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mulgating the universalism which Paul preached, it rohs 
him of his originality, dwarfs his influence upon the de
velopment of Christianity, and is, on the other hand, too 
defective to represent Church history, whether from a 
Paulinian or any other staudpoint. The favourite theory : 
that the writer designed to relate the story of the spread 
of Christianity from Jerusalem to Rome, can scarcely be 
maintained, although it certainly has the advantage of a 
va~neness of proportions equally suitable to the largest 
and most limited treatment of history. But, in sul'h a 
ease, we have a drama with the main incident omitted; 
for the introduction of the Gospel into Rome is not dc
Hcrihccl at all, and whilst the author could not consider 
the personal arrival at Rome of the Apostle Paul the 
climax of his history, he at once closes his account where 
the final episode ought to have commenced. 

From all points of view, and upon any hypothesis, the 
Acts of the Apostles is so obviously incomplete as a his
tory, so fragmentary and defective .as biography, that 
critics have to the present day failed in framing any 
theory which could satisfactorily account for its anoma
lies, and have almost been forced to explain them by 
supposing a partial, apologetic or conciliatory, design, 
which removes the work from the region of veritable 
history. The whole interest of the narrative, of course, 
centres in the two representative Apostles, Peter and 
Paul, who alternately fill the scene. It is difficult 
to say, however, whether the account of the Apostle 
of the Circumcision or of Paul is the more capriciously 
partial and incomplete. After his miraculous liberation 
from tl1e p1ison into which he ha<l been cast by Herod, 
the doings of Peter are left unchronicled, and although he 
is reintroduced for a moment to plead the cause of the 
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Gentiles at the Council in Jerusalem, he then finally 
retires from the scene, to give place to Paul. 'fhc omi::;
sions from the history of Paul are very remarkable, aud 
all the more so from the extreme and unnecessary detail 
of the itinerary of some of his journeys, and neither the 
blanks, on the one hand, nor the excessive minutenes8, 011 

the other, arc to be explained by any theory connected 
with personal lmowledge on the part of Theophilus. Of 
the general history of the primitive Church and the life 
and labours of the Twelve, we are told little or nothing. 
According to the Author the propagation of the Gospel 
was carried on more by a11gelic agency than apostolic 
enthusiasm. There is a liberal infusion of miraculous 
episodes in the history, but a surprising scarcity of 
facts. Even where the Author is best informed, as 
in the second part of the Acts, the narrative of Paul's 
labours and missionary journeys, while presenting 
striking omissions, is really minute and detailed 011ly 
in regard to points of no practical interest, leaviug 
both the distinctive teaching of the Apostle, and the in
ternal economy of the Church almost entirely unrepre
sented. Does this defective narrative of the Acts of the 
Apostles proceed from poverty of information, or from 
the arbitrary selection of materials for a special pm11osc ~ 
As we proceed, it will become increasingly evident 
that, limited although the writer's materials are, the 
form into which they have been moulded has undoubtedly 
been determined either by a dominant theory, or a de
liberate design, neither of which is consistent with the 
composition of sober history. 

This is particularly apparent iu the representatiou 
which is given of the two principal personages of the 
narrative. Critics have long clearly recognised that the 
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Author of the Act.s has carefully arranged his materials 
NO ns to pn.·:,eut as dose a parallelism as possible between 
tlw Apostles Peter and Paul.1 'Ve shall presently see how 
dosdy he assimilaks their teaching, ascribing the views of 
l 1nul to Peter, and putting Petrine sentiments in the mouth 
of Pnul, but here we shall merely refer to points of 
g't•1wrnl hish•r~·· If Peter has a certain pre-eminence as a 
tlisting-uh•hl•d lllt'mher of the original Apostolic body, 
t ht• t'tpml d~um of Paul to the honours of the Aposto-
1~,h'. whilst 111..•\"t.'r diredly adnu1ced, is prominently sug
~'"''slt'l.l l1~· d11..' narration, no 11..•ss than three times, of the 
''il\·mustmh."t'S ,1f his et1nwrsi1..lD and direct call to the 
,,m,,, hv the ~foritied Jesus. The first miracle ascribed to . ~ 

l\·h'\' is th'-' healing of "a certain man lame from his 
l , I. " ( • ' "' • -·" ! - ' • -) llhil ll'l' s woruu TL~ OVIJP xc.c.11\0~ EiC~~ µ:rppo~ avrov 

~'* tht' l1t.•:n1tiful gate of the Temple,2 and the first wonder 
pt•rt\1.rmt•d by Paul is also the healing of" a certain man 
lnmu from his mother's womb" ( n~ &.vr,p X°'~ l1e 1eoV.1.a.~ 

IAllTpO~ awov} at Lystra; 3 Ananias and Sapphira are 
punished through the instrumentality of Peter;' and 
El~· mas is smitten with blindness at the word of Paul; 5 

till' sit.:k are laid in the streets that the shadow of Pekr 
may fall upon them, and they are healed, as are also those 

1 Baur, Tiib. Zeitschr., 1838, H. iii. p. 142 f. ; Paulus, i, p. $ f.; 
K. G., i p. 127 f.; Clm8fimiu,, El". dos lleichs, p. i6i ff.; Darid,.,11, 
Int. N. T., ii. p. 2i5 ff.; Haiurath, N. T. Zeitg., iii. p. 420 ff., 42i f.; 
/Jultzmo.1111, in DWlBCn's Bibelw., viii., p. 3JO f.; in Schenkcl"s Bib. Lex., 
i. p. 213 f.; Kre11l~l, Paulus, p. 201 f.; .\·oacJ.:, Urspr. Jos Christcn
thums, 18Ji, ii. p. 283, 288; Pjlridrrer, Der Paulinismus, p. 495 ff'.; Rma11, 
Les Ap6tres, p. xxviii.; Reville, Essais, p. 2i ff'. ; Sch11ttkmburga-, Zweck 
Apg., p. 52 ff'., 212 f. ; &lwllm, Hct paulin. El"ang., p. 463 ff.; &h1cry
ltr, Das nachap. Zeit., ii. p. 76 ff.; Sfap, Originee, .tc., p. 123 ff'. ; 
Volhnar, Die ReL Jesu, p. 341 f.; &lier, Apg., p. 320 ff. Cf. Lig!.t/ool, 
Epistlee of !'t. Paul, Galatians, 4th ed., p. 342; Thiersr/1, Die Kirobo im 
up. 7..eit., p. 79, 121 f. 

' iii. 2 tr. ~ xiv. ~ ft'. • '"· 1 n. i xiii. 11 ( 
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vexed with unclean spirits ; 1 handkerchiefs or aprons are 
taken to the sick from the body of Paul, an<l they are 
healed, and the evil 8pirits go out of them ; 2 Peter with
stands Simon the sorcerer, 3 as Paul does the sorcerer 
Elymas and the exorcists at Ephesus ; 4 if Peter heals the 
paralytic lEneas at Lydda,6 Paul restores to health the 
fever-stricken father of Publiu8 at Melita ; 6 Peter raises 
from the dead Tabitha, a disciple at Joppa,7 and Paul 
restores to life the disciple Eutychus at Troas; 8 Cornelius 
falls at the feet of Peter, and worships him, Peter pre
venting him, an<l saying: "Rise up ! I myself also am a 
man," 9 and in like manner the people of Lystra would 
have done sacrifice to Paul, and he prevents them, crying 
out : " We also are men of like passions with you ; " 10 

Peter lays his hands on the people of Samaria, and they 
receiv~ the Holy Ghost and the gift of tongues, 11 and Paul 
does the same for believers at Ephesus ; 12 Peter is brought 
before the council, 13 and so is Paul ; 14 the one is im
prisoned and twice released by an angel, 16 and the other 
is delivered from his bonds by a great earthquake; 16 if 
Peter be scourged by order of the council, 17 Paul is beaten 
with many stripes at the command of the magistrates of 
Pl1ilippi. 18 It is maintained that the desire to equalise 
the sufferings of the two Apostles in the cause of the 
Gospel, as he has equalised their miraculous displays, 
probably led the Author to omit all mention of those 

1 T. 12, la f. 
, xix. 11, 12. 
• viii. 20 ff. 
4 xiii. 11 f., xix. 13 ff. 
• ix. 33 f. 
• xxviii. 8 
; ix. 36 ff. 
• xx. 9 ff. 
' x. 26. 26. 

11 xiv. 13 ff., cf. xxviii. 6. 
11 viii. 14 ff., x. 44 ff., &c., &c. 
12 xix. 1 ff. 
•• v. 21 ff . 
If xxii. 30, xxiii. 1 ff. 
16 v. 19, xii. 6 ff. 
16 xvi. 26 • 
l7 v. 40 
19 xvi. ·22 f, 
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perils arnl persecutions to which the Apostle Paul refers 
in support of his protest, that he had laboured and 
suffered more than all the rest.1 If Paul was called by a 
vision to the ministry of the Gentiles,~ so Peter is repre
i;entcd as having been equally directed by a vision to bap
tize the Gentile Cornelius ; 3 the double vision of Peter an<l 
Cornelius has its parallel in the double vision of Paul and 
Ananias. It is impossible to deny the measured equality 
thm; preserved between the two Apostles, or to ignore the 
fact that paraUelism like this is the result of premedi
tation, and cannot claim the character of impartial 
history. 

'l'he speeches form an important element in the Acts of 
the Apostles, and we shall now briefly examine them, 
reserving, however, for future consideration their dogmatic 
aspect. Few, if any writers, however apologetic, main
tain that these discourses can possibly have been spoken 
exactly as they are recorded in the Acts. The utmost 
that is asserted is that they are substantially historical, 
and fairly represent the original speeches.• They were 
derived, it is alleged, either from written sources, or oral 

1 :.! Cor. xi. 2a ff., 1 Cor. xv. 10; Slap, :Etudes sur les Origines, &c., 
}l· 1:!4 f. 

2 ix. 6, 15 f. . 3 x. 9 ff., xi. 1 ff., xv. i. 
• Alford, Greek Test., ii. proleg., p. 13 ff.; BleeJ.-, Einl., p. 346 f.; 

Ji/,rard, 'Wiss. Kr. ev. Oesch., p. 683 ff.; Guerid~, Oesammtg. N. T., 
11. 275 ff.; Kiilder, Th. Stud. u. Kr., 18i3, p. 492 ff.; Lerltler, Das ap. 
u. nachap. Zeit., p. 30, 146 ff.; Jleyer, Apg., 13; J/ichaelia, Einl., 
ii. p. 1180 ff. ; Ncu11der, Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 1 ff., Si anm. 2, 6.J 
anm. 1, 1.'iO anm. 2, ot passim; Oertel, Paulus, p. 69 ff.; 0~/1au~n, 

Apg., p. 9 ff.; de Preuem~, Hist., i. p. 485; Riehm, De fontibus, &c., 
p. 75 ff., 12i ff., 148 ff. ; Scf.lcicrmaclier, Einl., p. 373 ff.; Sch11eckm
burger, Apg., p. 129 ff., 156 f.; Thienid1, Die Kirehe im ap. Zeit., 
p. 70 ff., 84 ff. ; Tholuck, Stud. u. Krit., 1839, p. 307 ff. ; Tri'p, Paulus, 
p. 187 ff.; Wciaa, Der petr. Lehrbegriff, 1855, p. 5 ff., 147 ff. Cf. 
Jfayerlwff, as regards tho latter half of tho Acts only, Einl. petr. Sehr., 
p. 19 ff., 219 ff. . 
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tradition, and many, especially in the second part, are 
supposed to have been delivered in the presence of the 
Author of the work. This view is held, of course, with a 
greater or less degree of assurance as to the closeness of 
the relation which our record bears to the original 
addresses ; but, without here very closely scrutinizing 
hesitation or reticence, our statement fairly renders the 
apologetic position. A large body of able critics, how
ever, deny the historical character of these speeches, 1 and 
consider them mere free compositions by the Author of 
the Acts, at the best being on a par with the speeches 
which many ancient writers place in the mouths of their 
historical personages, and· giving only what the writer 
supposed that the speaker would say under the cir
cumstances. That the writer may have made use of 
such materials as were within his reach, or endeavoured 
to embody the ideas which tradition may broadly have 
preserved, may possibly be admitted, but that these 
discourses can seriously be accepted as conveying a 
correct report of anything actually spoken by the persons 
in whose mouths they are put is, of course, dcnicll. It is, 

1 Il«ur, Paulus, i. 3 ff., 19 ff., passim; Br. Baue,., Apg., p. 76 ff. ; 
Da-citlawi, Int. N. T., ii. p. 226 ff.; Eichhorn, Einl., ii. p. 36 ff.; Hulste11, 
Zum Ev. des Paulus u . Petrus, 1868, p. Hi; Holtzma1111, in 13unsen's 
Bibelw., viii. p. 354 ff.; Overbeck, zu de Wett<rs Apg., p. lili. f. ; Pjlei
dtttr, Der Paulinismus, p. 505 ff. ; Renan, J..es Ap0tres, p. xxvili. f. , 
P.e1ua, Geach. N. T., p. 38 f., 52, 199, 206; Hist. Theo). chr., ii. p. i f.; 
p. 33.J ff.; &hcrer (first pnrt), Rev. de Theol., 1851, iii. p. 336; Scl1rader, 
Der Ap. Paulus, v. p. 510, iH:J, 522, 524, 540 f., et p&Sl!im; Scliwryler, 
Dae nachap. Zeit., ii. p. i3 ff., 9i, 102 ff.; Stap, Origine!', &c., p. 12i ff.; 
137 ff., et passim; Strcmtman, Paulus, p. 62 f., iO f., 160 ff., 258 f., 
286 ff., 341 ff.; Zeller, Apg., p. 496 ff., 519 ff. Cf. C1·edner, Einl. N. T., 
i. p. 283; Das N. Test., ii. p. 45 nnm.; LekebUBC!i, Apg., p. 331 f.; 
.Vayerhoff (firat part), Einl. petr. Sehr., p. 218 ff., 230; WeiBB, Der petr. 
Lehrbegriff, p. 5 f., 200 anm. 1; de Wette, Einl, p. 250 f., Apg., p. liii. 
In regard t.o some speeches, compare Blttlt, Eiul., p. 349 f.; G/rorer, Die 
heil. Sa~, i. p. 383 ff., pOJ;Sim. 
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obviously, extremely improbable that any of these speeches 
could have been written down at the time.1 'faking 
even the supposed case that the Author of the Acts was 
Luke, and was present when some of the speeches of 
Paul were delivered, it is difficult to imagine that 
he immediately recorded his recollection of them, 
and more than this he could not have done. He must 
continually bave been in the habit of hearing the 
preaching of Paul, and therefore could not have had 
the inducement of novelty to make him write down 
what he heard. The idea of recording them for posterity 
could not have occurred to such a person, with the belief 
in the approaching end of all things then prevalent. 
The Author of the Acts was not the companion of Paul, 
however, and the contents of the speeches, as we shall 
presently see, are not of a character to make it in the 
least degree likely that they could have been written 
down for separate circulation. Many of the speeches in 
the Acts, moreover, were delivered under circumi:;tances 
which n·n<ler it specially unlikely that they could have 

1 Olshausen says: "Ono cannot, naturally, supposo that these speeches 
aro recorded exactly as they we1'0 delivered. We have only to repre
sent to ourselves exciting moments (as for instance the farewell of Paul 
to the Ephesian Presbyters at Miletus, xx. 17 ff.) to feel the inade
quacy of this view. The Paulinian speech in the touching soene so moved 
their hearts, that all present burst into tears ; who thinks on such occa
sions of a mechanical record of the spoken Jiving discourse P One of 
course fears that if no instantaneous record waa made, all guarantee for 
the credibility of the speech is lost. Only, this fear obviously proceeds 
from unbelief in the power of the Spirit of Truth, as bas already been 
observed in the introduction to the Gospels ; if we do not suppose this 
working in the mind of the writer of the Acts, and of the Apostles, under 
whose eyes be wrote, then we have nowhere any warrant for the con
tents; if this, however, ho recognised, then the free conception of the 
11peeches indicated cannot disturb us or prejudice them." Olalim11tt1, Die 
Apostelgosch .• p. 9. Here, the apologist takes refuge in a theory of 
inspiration which ia but 11 sorry shelter from the llimplcat critical attack. 
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been reported with any accuracy. At no time an easy 
task correctly to record a discourse of any length, it is 
doubly difficult when those speeches, like many in Acts, 
were spoken under circumstances of great danger or 
excitement. The experience of modern times, before the 
application of systems of short-hand, may show how im
perfectly speeches were taken down, even where there 
was deliberate preparation and set purpose to <lo so, an<l 
if it Le suggested that some celebrated orations of the last 
century have so been preserved, it is undeniable that 
what has been handed down to us not only does not 
represent the original, but is really almost a subsequent 
composition, preserving little more than some faint 
echoes of the true utterance. The probability that a 
correct record of speeches made, under such circum
stances, in the middle of the first century could have 
been kept, seems exceedingly small. Even, if it could 
be shown that the Author of the Acts took these speeches 
subi:;t.antially from earlier documents, it would not ma
terially tend to establish their authenticity ; for the 
question would still remain perfectly open as to the 
closeness of those documents to the original discourses ; 
hut in the absence of all evidence, whether as to the 
existence or origin of any such sources, the conjecture of 
their possible existence can have no weight. \\' e have 
nothing but internal testimony to examine, and that, we 
shall see, is totally opposed to the claim to historical 
value made for those discourses. 

Apologists scarcely maintain that we have in the Acts 
a record of the original discourses in their completeness, 
but in claiming substantial accuracy most of them include 
the supposition at least of condensation. 1 The longest 

1 uc11ltr (Dae ap. und nnchap. 7,oit., p. 148, an. 1) quotes from Dr .. 
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discourse in the Acts would not have taken more than 
six or seven minutes to deliver,1 and it is impossible to 
suppose that what is there given can have been the 
whole speech delivered on many of the occasions described. 
For instance, is it probable that King Agrippa who desires 
to hear Paul, and who comes " with great pomp " with 
Berenice to do so, should only have heard a speech lasting 
some five minutes. The Author himself tells us that 
Paul was not always so brief in his addresses as any one 
might suppose from the specimens here presented.2 It 
is remarkable, however, that not the slightest intimation 
is given that the speeches are either merely substantially 
reported or are abridged, and their form and character arc 
evidently designed to convey the impression of complete 
discourses. If the reader examine any of these dis
courses, it will be clear that they are concise compositions, 
betraying no marks of abridgment, and having no frag
mentary looseness, but, on the contrary, that they are 
highly artificial and finished productions, with a continuous 
argument. They certainly are singularly inadequate, 
many of them, to produce the impre8sions described ; but 
at least it i8 not possible to discover that material omis
sions have been made, or that their periods were 
originally expanded by large, or even any, amplification. 
If these speeches he regarded as complete, and with little 
or no condensation, another strong clement is added to 
the suspicion as to their authenticity, for such extreme 
baldne~s and brevity in the declaration of a new religion, 

Stanloy (Sermons and Essays, p. 168) tho opinion that those speeches aro 
'' invaluablo models of missionau-y preaching." In ono respect at least-
brevity-thoy certainly arc models even for other preaching than that of 
the missionary. 

1 Reuu, Oesch. N. T., p. 199. 
'xx. 7-9. 
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requmng both explanation and argument, cannot be 
conceived, and in the case of Paul, with whose system of 
teaching and doctrine we are well acquainted through his 
Epistles, it is impossible to accept such meagre and one
sided addresses, as representations of his manner. The 
statement that the discourses are abridged, and a mere 
resume of those originally delivered, however, rests upon 
no authority, is a mere conjecture to account for an 
existing difficulty, and is in contradiction to the actual 
form of the speeches in Acts. Regarded as complete, 
their incongruity is intensified, but considered as abridged, 
they have lost in the process all representative character 
and historical fitness. 

It has been argued, indeed, that the different speeches 
bear evidence to their genuineness from their suitability 
to the speakers, and to the circumstances under which 
they are said to have been spoken ; but the existence of 
anything but the most superficial semblance of idiosyn
cratic character must be denied. The similarity of form, 
manner, and matter in all the speeches is most remark
able, as will presently be made more apparent, and the 
whole of the doctrine enunciated amounts to little more 
than the repetition, in slightly varying words, of the brief 
exhortation to repentance and belief in Jesus, the Christ: 
that salvation may be obtained, 1 with references to the 
ancient history of the Jews, singularly alike in all dis. 
courses. Very little artistic skill is necessary to secure a 
certain suitability of the word to the action, and the action 
to the word ; and certainly evidence is reduced to a 
very low ebb when such agreement as is presented 
in the Acts is made au argument for authenticity. 
Not only is the consistency of the sentiments uttered by 

1 Reuu, Hist. de la Th6ol. chret., ii. p. 335, 

Digitized by Goog I e 



78 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

the principal speakers, as compared with what is known 
of their opinions and character, utterly disputed, but it 
must be evident that the literary skiH of the Author of 
the Acts was quite equal to so simple a task as presen·ing 
at least such superficial fitness as he displays, and 
a very much greater amount of verisimilitude might 
have been attained, as in many works of fiction, 
without necessarily involving the inference of genuine
ness. 

It has been freely admitted by critics of aJI schools 
that the author's peculiarities of style anti language are 
apparent in all the speeches of the Acts,1 and this has 
heen so onen elaborately demonstrated that it is unneces
sary minutely to enter upon it Rocrain. It may not be out of 
place to quote a few Jines from the work of one of the 
ablest and most eminent advocates of the general autho
rity of the Acts. Speaking of the speeches of Paul, 
Lekebusch says:-" The speeches of our Book, in fact, 
are calculated, perhaps more than anything, to excite 
doubt regarding its purely histQrical character. But 
here everything depends upon an unbiassed judgment. 
We are sufficiently free from prejudice to make the 
admission to recent criticism that the speeches are not 
verbally given as they were originally delivered, 
but are composed by the author of the Acts of the 

1 .A.lfcwd, Greek Test., ii. proleg., p. 13 ff.; Crtd11er, Einl. N. T., 
i. p. 283; Daf1id100, Int. N. T., ii. p. 226 f.; Eicl1hUl'71, Einl., ii. p. 36 ff.; 
Kiililer, Stud. u. Krit., 18i3, p. 492 ff. ; Ltktbt.uch, Apg., p. 37 ff., 331 f., 
835 f.; Jlayer/1ojf, Einl. pet.r. Sehr., p. 19 ff., 218 ff. ; Meyer, Apg., 
p. 12 f.; <krM, Paulus, p. 69 ff. ; Oiitrbttk, zu de Wett.e's Apg., 
p. !iii. ff.; Pjlridtrer, Paulinismus, p. 50ii f.; Rt11an, Les .Ap6tree, 
p. xniii. f. ; Reuu, Oesch. N. T., p. 199 f. ; Hist. Theo!. Chret., ii. 
p. 7 f.; Sclm«lmiW.rgtr, Apg., p. 129 ff., 133 f., 156; Tlwlud, Stud. u • 
.Krit., 1839, p. 306 f.; Trip, Paulus, p. 191 ff.; de Welk, EinL, p. 200 f.; 
Zentr, Apg., p. 496 ff. Cf. Bltek, Einl., p. 346 f.; Gmrirk, Oesammtg. 
N. T., p. 276, anm. 6. 
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Apostles. Schleiermacher, certainly, has confidently 
asserted their originality. He thinks: ' If the speeches 
were separately reported they could not but appear 
just as we find them in the Acts of the Apostles.' But 
his remarks, however ingenious and acute they may 
be, do not stand the test of a thorough examination 
of the individual speeches. No one who impartially 
compares these, one with another, and particularly 
their style with the mode of expression of the Author 
in the other sections, can help agreeing with Eich
horn, when, in consonance with his view regardiug 
the uniform character of the Acts, on the grounds 
quoted, page 14, he ascribes the composition of the 
speeches to the writer from whom the whole book in 
all its parts proceeds." 1 To this impartial expression 
of opinion, Lekebusch adds a note :-" In saying this, it is 
naturally not suggested that our author simply i'nvented 
the speeches, independently, without any historical inti
mation whatever as to the substance of the original ; 
the form only, which certainly is here very closely con
nected with the substance, is hereby ascribed to him." 2 

Lekebusch then merely goes on to discuss the nature 
of the author's design in composing these speeches. 
The reason~ given by Eichhorn, which Lekelmsch quotes 
at "page 14," referred to above, had better be added 
to complete this testimony. After referring to the 
result of Eichhorn's " very careful examination" of the 
internal character of the Acts, Lekebusch says:-" He . 
finds, however, that, 'throughout the whole Acts of the 
Apostles there prevails the same style, the same manner, 
the same method and mode of expression' (ii. 35). Not 

1 Comp. u. Entst. der Apostelgesch, 1854, p. 331 f, 
lb., p. 332, anm. 1. 
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even the speeches, which one at first might take for 
inserted documents, seem to him ' from a strange hand, 
but elaborated by the same from which the whole book, 
with its three parts, proceeds.' ' Various peculiarities 
existing in the speeches ' prove this to him, independent 
of the similarity of the style, and that, ' although they 
arc put into the mouths of different persons, they never
theless follow one and the same type, make use of one 
and the same mode of argument, and have)o much that 
is common to them that they thereby prove themselves to 
Le speeches of one and the same writer' (ii. 38). From 
these circumstances, therefore, it seems to Eichhorn ' in 
the highest degree probable, that Luke, throughout the 
whole Acts of the Apostles, writes as an independent 
author, and apart from all extraneous works.' And in this 
view he is ' strengthened by the resemblance of the style 
which runs through the whole Acts of the Apostles, 
through speeches, letters, aud histoiical sections,' as 
we11 as Ly the fact. that, 'through the whole book, in 
the quotations from the Old Testament, a similar rela
tion prevails between the Greek text of the Septuagint 
and that of Luke' (ii. 43)." 1 We have thought it weJI 
to quote these indepcn<le11t opinions from writers who 
range tl1cmsclves amongst the defenders of the historical 
character of the Acts, rather than to burden our pages 
with a mass of dry detail in proof of the assertion that 
~he peculiarities of the author pervade all the speeches 
1 lldifTcrently, to a degree which renders it obvious that 
tlic..·y proceed from his pen. 

\Vithout entering into mere linguistic evidence of this, 
'\Vliich will Le found in the works to which we have 

1 Lekebuach, Comp. u. EnM. dcr A~telgcsch., p. 14 f. 
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referred, 1 we may point out a few general peculiarities 
of this nature which are worthy of attention. The author 
introduces the speeches of different persons with the same 
expression:-" he opened his mouth," or something 
similar. Philip " opened his mouth" (&.volea" To <T'TOJUL 
atirov)' and addressed the Ethiopian (viii. 35). Peter 
11 opened his mouth (and) said" (&.voteas To <T'Top.a, ET'ITEv), 
when he delivered his discourse before the baptism of 
Cornelius (x. 34). Again, he uses it of Paul:-" And 
when Paul was about to open his mouth (p.E'AAoVToi; 
4iiolyEw To <T'TOp.a), Gallio said," &c. (xviii. 14). The 
words with which the speech of Peter at Pentecost is in
troduced deserve more attention :-" Peter lifted up his 
Voice and said unto them 11 ( £'1TijpEV rY,v </>WvYJV O.VrOV, Kal 
a1rEtf>Oftea:ro awoii;) (ii. 14). The verb a'1To<f>8lyyEu8a1. 
occurs again (ii. 4) in the account of the descent of the 
Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues, and it is put into 
the mouth of Paul (xxvi. 25) in his reply to Festus, 
but it occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. 
The favourite formula3 with which all speeches open is, 
II Men (and) Brethren" ( ci.v8pE" ti.8E">..</>o[}, or av8pEi; coupled 
with some other term, as " Men (and) Israelites " ( ci.v8pEs 
'Iupa.11">..EiTc:u), or simply ci.v8pE" without addition. • Av8pEs 
~cf>ol, occurs no less than thirteen times. It is used 
thrice by Peter,4 six times by Paul,5 as well as by 

1 See references, p. 78, note 1, and especially the works of Eichhorn, 
Cnidnar, Zeller, Mayerhoff, Lekobusch, and Davidson. 

1 It ia to be remarked, however, that the same expression occurs in the 
first Synoptic (Matth. v. 2, xiii. 35, xvii. 27), and only once in Luke i. 
64. It is al80 quoted Act.a viii. 32 from the lxx. version of Isaiah liii. 7. 

1 Ored_,., Einl. N. T., i. p. 142 anm. 63; David8on, Int. N. T., ii. p. 
21>1 ; Eidh<wn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 42 ; Kal1ln-, Theol. Stud. u. Krit., 
1873, p. 633; Wtbruch, Apg. p. 77; Mayerhojf, Einl. petr. Sehr., p. 
22• ff.; ~llff. Theol. Jahrb., 1843, p. 469. 

4 i. 16; ii. 29 ; XT. 7, 
• xiii. 26, 38 ; xxii. 1 ; xxiii. 1, 6 ; x.xviii. 17 

VOL. Ill. 0 
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Stephen,1 James,2 the believers at Pentecost,3 and the 
rulers of the Synagogue. 4 The angels at the Ascension 
address the disciples as "Men (and) Galileans" (4v8pEc; 
raAtAa.wt).6 Peter makes use of 4v8pEc; 'Iupa7JM'iTa.t. 
twice,8 and it is likewise employed by Paul,1 by Ga
maliel,8 and by the Jews of Asia.9 Peter addresses 
those assemhled at Pentecost as 4v8pEc; 'Iov8awt.10 Paul 
opens his Athenian speech with 4v8pEc; 'A871vawt,11 and 
the town-clerk begins his short appeal to the craftsmen 
of Ephesus : O.v8pEc; 'E<f>iuwt.12 Stephen begins his speech 
to the Council with Men, Brethren and Fathers, hear 
(civ8pEc; cl8EA</>of. Kai. 11'arlpEc;, aKOV<TaTE), and Paul uses 
the very same words in addressing the multitude from 
the stairs of the Templc.13 

In the speech which Peter is represented as making 
at Pentecost, he employs in an altogether peculiar 
way (ii. 25-27) Psalm xvi., quoting it in order to 
prove that the Resurrection of Jesus the Messiah was 
a necessary occurrence, which had been foretold by David. 
This is principally based upon the tenth verse of the 
Psalm: "Because thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, 
neither wilt thou give thy Holy One (Tov ou,&v uov) 
to see corruption (8ta</>Oopav)." 14 Peter ·argues that 
David both died and was buried, and that his sepulchre 
is with them to that day, but that, being a prophet, he 
foresaw and spake here of the Resurrection of Christ, 
" that neither was he left in Hades nor did his flesh see 

I •• ') 
vu. -· 

• xiii. 15. 
7 xiii. 16. 
JO ii. 14. 
11 vii. 2 ; xxii. 1. 

2 xv. 13. 
• i. 11. 
~ v. ~5. 
II XvU. 22. 

I ii. 3j, 

• ii. 22; iii. 12. 
' xxi. 28. 
12 xix. 35. 

14 a,., oi•ic (viccrra>.,/tnr ,..;,11 tvx~v µav ,;r ;;a,,11 oMi 3wcrnr ,.;." aa-&011 a-ot• 
;a,;11 31arp6opa11. Acts ii. 2i. 
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corruption (8w.4>8op®)." 1 Is it not an extremely singular 
circumstance that Peter, addressing an audience of Jews in 
Jerusalem, where he might naturally be expected to make 
use of the vernacular language, actually quotes the Sep
tuagint version of the Old Testament, and bases his argu
ment upon a mistranslation of the Psalm, which, we may 
add, was in all probability not composed by David at all ?2 

The word translated "Holy One," should be in the plural: 
"holy ones," s that is to say: "thy saints," and the word 
rendered 8uL<p8opO. corruption, really signifies " grave " 
or" pit."• The poet, in fact, merely expresses his con
fidence that he will be preserved alive. The best critics 
recognize that Ps. xvi. is not properly a Messianic Psalm 

I ••• ;;,., oGrf l111<trrf">..flcj;8r, tls- ;a,,,, oGrf ;, ITdpE awov ,ra,,, 31a</>8opd¥. 
Acta ii. 31. 

' Ewald, Die Psalmen, u. s. w., 1866, p. 237 ff., 246 ff. ; Furst, Oesch. 
bibL Literatur, 1870, ii. p. 187, anm. 2, p. 392; Krunen, Hist. Krit. 
Onderzoek naar bet Ontstaan des Ouden Verbonds, 1865, iii. p. 281, 294, 
295 f., n. 12; J. 01.shamen, Die Psalmen, 1853, p. 83. Cf. Blttk, Einl. · 
A. T., 1865, p. 615 f.; Hupfeld, Die Psalmen, 1867, i. p. 396 ff. 

1 R . .A.flfler, Geach. mess. !dee, p. 73; Ch. Brmton, Les Psaumes, 1865, 
p. 23; MaUd ck Chilly, Les Prophetes, 1862, p. 21 ; Daf!idson, Int. O. 
Teet., 1862, ii p. 279; Ewald, Die Psalmen, p. 246, 249 f. ; Fucher, Pro
lusiones de vitiis Lex. N. T., 1791, p. 184 ff.; Four P'riend8, The Psalms 
chron. arranged, 1867, p. 202; Fiirat, Oesch. bib!. Literatur, ii. p. 392; 
Hmgatmberg, Die Psalmen, 2te Aufl., i. p. 337 ff. ; Hup/eld, Die Psalmen, 
i. p. 369 ff.; KamphatUen, in Bunsen's Bibelw. iii. p. 30; Kuenen, De 
ProfetAm, ii p. 241 f.; Meyer, Apg., p. 75; J. 014hamen, Die Psalmen, 
p. 83, 89; JWmimiiller, Scbolia in Vet. Test., Psalmi, i. 1821, p. 394 ff.; 
de Welte, Die Psalmen, p. 197; Die heil. Sehr. A. u. N. T. Ubers., 1858; 
Apol!Wg., p. 41. Cf. Tholuck, Die Psalmen, 2te Aufl., p. 170, anm. *· 

• Ch.Bt-!ul.on, Les Psaumee, 1865, p. 23; Mallet de Chilly, Les Prophete&, 
&c., 1862, p. 21 ; Daf!id«m, Int. O. T., ii 279; Dtlituch, Die Psalmen, 
3te Aufl., i. p. 156, 164; Ewald, Die Psalmen, p. 246, 249 f.; Fiacher, 
Prolu.s. de vitiis Lex. N. T., p. 184 ff.; Geseniua, Lex. HebT. et Chald. in 
Vet. Test. sub. voce; Htng1te11berg, Die Psalmen, i. p. 337 ff.; Hitzig, Die 
Palmen, 1863, i. p. 86; Hup/tld, Die Psalmen, i. p. 396 ff.; Kamphaumi, 
in Bunsen's Bibehr., iii. p. 30; Kutnen, De Profeten, ii. p: 241 f . ; KuiMel, 
Comm. N. T., iv. p. 84; Meyer, Apg., p. 75 f.; J. Ouhamen, Die 
Palmen, p. 89; &vu, La Bible: Le Psautier, 1876, p. 98; R01enmiilkr, 

0 2 
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at all, 1 and many of those who, from the use which is 
made of it in Acts, are led to assert that it is so, recognize 
in the main that it can only be applied to the Messiah 
indirectly, by arguing that the prophecy was not fulfilled 
in the case of the poet who speaks of himself, but was 
fulfilled in the Resurrection of Jesus. This reasoning, 
however, totally ignores the sense of the original, and is 
opposed to all legitimate historical interpretation of the 
Psalm. Not dwelling upon this point at present, we 
must go on to point out that, a little further on (xiii. 
35-37), the Apostle Paul is represented as making use 
of the very same argument which Peter here employs, and 
quoting the same passage from Ps. xvi. to support it. 
This repetition of very peculiar reasoning, coupled with 
other similarities which we shall presently point out, 
leads to the inference that it is merely the author himself 
who puts this argument into their mouths,1 and this con
clusion is strengthened by the circumstance that, through
out both Gospel and Acts, he always quotes from the 
Septuagint,' and even when that version departs from 

Scholia in Vet. Teet., Psalmi, i. 1821, p. 393 fl'. ; ck Wdtt, Die Palmen, 
p. 197; Apg., p. 41. Cf . .Anger, Oesch. meas. Idee, p. 73; Grotitu, Anllot. 
N. T., v. p. 17f.; Tlwluck, Die Psalmen, p. 170, anm. *· 

• ..tnger, Geach. meee. Idee, p. 73 f. ; G. Baur, Geach. alttAlst. Weisaa
gung, i. p. 407 ft., 417 ; Bktk, Einl. A. T., p. 624 f. ; Brel«A-ukr, 
Lehrb. d. Religion u. d. Geach. chr. Kirche, 1827, p. 139; Da~ 
Int. O. T., ii. p. 279 f.; Int. N. T., ii. p. 228; Ewald, Die Paalmen, 
p. 238 f., 245 ff. ; Fiir1t, Geach. bib). Literatur, ii. p. 187, anm. 2, 392; 
Hupftld, Die Psalmen, i. p. 396 ff.; Kuenen, De Profeten, ii. p. 249 If.; 
J. Ol1haimn, Die Psalmen, p. 83 ff.; Reuu, La Bible: Le Paautier, p. 98; 
Rom1milller, Scholia in V. T., Pealmi, i. 1821, p. 363 fl'.; ck W«U, Die 
Psalmen, p. 192 ff. Cf. lleng8tenbtrg, Die Psalmen, i. p. 338 ft., 342. 

' Eichhorn, Einl. N. T., ii. p. 38 f.; dt Wetlt, Apoetelgeech., p. liii., 
p. 204 ; EinL N. T., p. 250 f. ; Mayerhojf, Einl. petr. Sehr., p. 222; 
J)avidaon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 240; Schneckenburgn·, Zweck der Apg., p. 130. 
Cf. JVti#, Der petr. Lehrbegrift, p. 205, anm. 2. 

1 Bluk, Einl., p. 277 f.; Credner, Einl., i. p. 2i3; DaMdlon, Int. N. T •• 
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the sense of the original. It may be well to give both 
passages in juxta-position, in order that the closeness of 
the analogy may be more easily realized. For this 
purpose we somewhat alter the order of the verses:-

PJ>"TER I!( ACTS ii. 
25. For David saith concerning 

him. . • • 27. Because thou wilt 
not leave my soul in Hades, neither 
wilt thou give thine holy one to see 
corruption. 

30. Being therefore a prophet, 
and knowing that God swore with 
an oath to him that of the fruit of 
hia loins 1 he would set one upon 
hia throne, 

a1. He foresaw and spoke of the 
resurrection of tho Christ, that he 
1fl8 neither left in Hades nor did 
hia fieeh see corruption (at.ai/>Sopa). 

29. Men (and) brethren I may 
epeak with freedom unto you of the 
patriarch David, that he both died 
and was buried, and hie sopulchre 
ia amongst us unto this day. 

32. This Jeeus God raised up. 

PAUL IN Aars xiii. 
35. Wherefore he (David) saith 

also in another (Psalm): Thou wilt 
not give thine holy one to see cor
ruption. 

22. • . • he raised up unto them 
David for king .•.. 

23. Of this man's seed God, ac
cording to promise, brought unto 
Israel a Saviour Jesus. 

34. But that ho raised him up 
from the dead no more to return to 
corrup~ion (awip8opa) ho has said 
on this wise. . • . 

36. For David, after he served in 
his own generation the counsel of 
God, fell asleep, and was added to 
his fathers and saw corruption 
( aw¢8opa) j 

37. But ho whom God raised saw 
not corruption (awq,Oopa11). 

Not only is this argument the same in both <liscourse8, 
but the whole of Paul's speech, xiii. 16 ff., is a mer~ 
reproduction of the two speeches of Peter, ii. 14 ff. and 
iii 12 ff., with such alterations as the writer could intro
duce to vary the fundamental sameness of ideas and 
expressions. It is worth while to show this in a similar 
way:-

ii. p. 240, 267; Eiclihorn, Einl., ii. p. 43; Guericke, Gesammtg., p. 27.; f., 
anm. 6; llvmphrty, Acts, p. xxiii. ; LtkdJU«h, Apg., p. 78 f., 404 f. ; 
Jltytr, Apg., p. 12; BcJikitrmachtf', Einl., p. 378 f.; ck Wetk, Eiul., 
p. 247; Zeller, Apg., p. 398. Cf. Ren m, Loe Ap0tree, p. xxviii. f., 
Dote 6. 

1 The authoriaed version, with Cod. D, and some other MSS., inserts 
here "according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit," 4c. 
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PAUL IN Acre xiii. 
16. And Paul having risen . 

{avaOTar ai II.) •. • said • . • Men 
(and) Ieraelitee {~pfr 'lupa'J>.fircu) 
and ye that fear God • . . 

22 and 23. Soe above. 
24. When John first preached1 

before hie coming tho baptiem of 
ropentanco to all the people of 
Ierael. 

26. Men (ruid) Brethren (3..aPfr 
aat>.cJ>ol), eons (viol) of the race of 
Abraham and thoee among you 
who fear God, to you was the word 
of this salvation sent {citrtOTci>.?)·' 

27. For thoy that dwoll in Jeru
salem and their rulers (ol /fpx.ovnr 
ovr6111}, not knowing (.iyvorjuo.,,-H) 
thie (man) nor yet the voices of the 
prophet a ( rar </><»var r6111 trpoc/>'Jt"6'" }, 
which are read every ('ll"iiv) sabbath 
day, fulfilled (itr>.rjp<»uav} them by 
thoir judgment of him ; 

28. And though having found 
no cause of death, they desired 

PETER IN Acrs ii and ill. 
14. And Peter stood up (OT~ls 

ai II.) •• •• and spoke plainly to 
them ••• Men (and) Jews (.u.aPfs 
'1ovaa&o,) and all ye that dwell at 
JerW!alem . •.. ('·eree 22 and iii. 
12) Men (snd) Israelites ( baJMr 
'lupa'J>.f iral ). 

30. Seo abovo. 
iii. 19. Repent, therefore, and 

turn . • . • 20. . • • that he may 
sond Christ Josue who before wa.a 
appointed1 for you. 

ii. 29. Men (and) Brethren (hafMs 
aM.cJ>o(). 

iii. 2li.' Ye are the eone (vlo&) of 
the pl'ophete and of the covenant 
which God made unt.o your fathere, 
saying unto Abraham . . • 26 • • • 
unto you firet God, having raised 
up hie servant (ro11 trai& aVroii),4 

eent (citrlOTo>.w) him to bless 
you. 

ill. 17. • And now brethren (a&>.
cJ>o[) I know that ye did (it) in igno
rance (&yw.'°11). ae did a1eo your 
rulers (ol /lpx.o"7"ff vµ6111) ; 18. but 
the things which God before an
nounced by the mouth of all tho 
prophet& ( 3'6 OToµaror wa.r•• <r.;,• 
trpoc/>'Jt"~v) he thus fulfilled { itr>.ijp<»
uf11); 

iii. 13 . • .. whom ye delivered 
up, and denied him in the presence 

1 The authorised yereion of iii. 20 reade "preached," adopting the 
same verb 'll"poqpVn-t111 as in xiii. 24, which ie nowhere else used iu t.he 
N. T. lt is fair to say, however, that the evidence is greatly in favour 
of the reading " 'll"potc•x.•1p1uµ/vov" in ill. 20. 

' Cf. ii. 3!J : 1''or the promise is unto you and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, whomsoever the Lord God shall have called unto him. 

' i~01r•OTM'J ie the reading of A, B, C, D, ~. &c.; the reading given 
ie that of E, G, H, &c. 

• Rendered " son" in the authorieed vers. 
• Cl. Acts xvii. 30. 
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P £UL nr AC'I's xiii. 
(Dnjmu.ro) Pilate that he should be 
ala.in (~Sijl'CU) j I 

29. But when they finished all 
the things written regarding him, 
they took him down from the tree 
awl laid him in a sepulchre. 

30. But God raised him from the 
dead; (o 3€ 6,os fl"P'" awo11 frc 
l'f«pii11). 

31. • • • who are now his wit
ne&l!e8 (,.apnif"S) • • • 

32. And we declare unto you 
the promi.ee made unto the fathers 
(1rp0s Tovs traTipas), 

33. That God b&a perfectly ful
filled the same unto our children, 
having raised np (.U.O~uas)Jesus, 
u it is written. • . . 

34, 30, 36, 37. See above. 
38. Be it known unto you, there

fore, men (&nd) brethren (t'I.~pfs 
aM.q,ol), that through this man is 
proclaimed unto you remission of 
llins ( <iq>fO'&S' dp.af'T&i>JI ). 

39. And from all things from 
which ye could not be justified in 
the law of Moses, every one who 
believes in this man is justified; 

40. Beware, therefore, lest that 

PETER IN AC'I'S ii. &nd iii. 
of Pilate when he decided to release 
him; 

(ii. 2:3. This (man) delivered by 
the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God, by the hand of 
lawless (men) crucifying (him) ye 
slew (4"fl'Xan).) 1 

iii. 14. But ye denied the holy 
and just one, and desired (fp-~uau6,) 
a murderer to be granted to you, 

15. And killed the Prince of life 
whom God raised from the dead (t11 
o 6,os fynpo fK 11flcpw11), whose wit
nesses (p.ciprvp,s) we are. 

iii. 25. Ye are the eons of the 
prophets and of the covenant made 
unto your fathers (1Tpos Tovs 1TaTipas 
vp.6'11) saying • • • 

26. Unto you first God, having 
raised up ( ~aas) his servant 
(7raiaa) Jesus, sent him to bless 
yon, &c. 

ii. 31, 27, 29, 32. See above. 
ii. 37. Men (and) Brethren (~p<r 

&a,Aq,ot). 
38. . • • Repent and be baptized. 

every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for remission of your 
sins (<iq>fO'&JI T6'!1dp.4f'T&6'11 vp.6'11), &c. 

iii. 22. Moses indeed said 2 : A 
prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you from among your 
brethren, like unto me; him shall 
ye hear in all things whatsoever he 
shall say unto you. 

23. And it shall be that every 

1 This verb dl'CUpEi11 is used twice in Luke, only thrice in the rest of the 
N. T., but nineteen times in Acts, and it is freely put into the mouths of 
Peter, Paul, Stephen, and Gamaliel, as well as used in the narrative 
portions. 

1 This reference is also put into the mouth of SU.phen, Acts vii. 37. 
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PAUL m Acrs xiii. 
come upon you which is spoken of 
in the prophets ; 

41 Behold yo despisers, and won
der and perish. 

PETER L"i' Acre ii. and iii. 
eoul which will not bear that pro
phet shall be destroyed from among 
the people. 

24. And all the prophets aleo 
from Samuel and from those th.at 
follow after, a.s many as spake, ahK> 
foretold these days. 

Paul's address likewise bears close analogy with the 
speech of Stephen, vii. 2 ff., commencing with a historical 
survey of the earlier traditions of the people of Israel, and 
lea<ling up to the same accusation that, as their fathers 
disregarded the prophets, so they had persecuted and 
slain the Christ. The whole treatment of the suluect 
betrays the work of the same mind in both discourses. 
Bicek, who admits the similarity between these and other 
8pcechcs in Acts, argues that: " it does not absolutely 
follow from this that these f:peeches are composed by one 
and the same person, and are altogether unhistorical ; " 
for it is natural, he thinks, that in the apostolical circle, 
and in the first Christian Church, there should have ex
isted a certain uniform type in the application of messianic 
passages of the Old Testament, and in quotations generally, 
to which different teachers might conform without being 
dependent on each other.1 He thinks also that, along with 
the close analogy, there is also much which is character
istic in the different speeches. Not only is this typical 
system of quotation, however, a mere conjecture to 
explain an actual difficulty, but it is totally inadequate to 
account for the phenomena. If we suppose, for instance, 
that Paul had adopted the totally unhistorical application 
of the sixteenth Psalm to the Messiah, is it not a very 
extraordinary thing that in all the arguments in his 

1 Blult, Einl. N. T., p. 316 i Trip, Paulus, p. 19.5. 
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Epistles, he does not once refer to it? Even if this be 
waived, and it be assumed that be had adopted this in
terpretation of the Psalm, it will scarcely be asserted 
that Paul, whose independence and originality of mind 
are so undeniable, and whose intercourse with the apos
tolical circle at any time, and most certainly up to the 
period when this speech was delivered, was very limited, 1 

could so completely have caught the "Style and copied the 
manner of Peter that, on an important occasion like this, 
his address should be a mere reproduction of Peter's two 
speeches delivered so long before, and when Paul cer
tainly was not present. The similarity of these discourses 
does not corn~ist in the mere application of the same 
Psalm, but the whole argument, on each occasion, is re
peated with merely sufficient transposition of its various 
parts to give a superficial appearance of variety. Words 
and expressions, rare or unknown elsewhere, are found in 
both, and the characteristic differences which Bleek finds 
exist only in his own apologetic imagination. Let it 
be remembered that the form of the speeches and the 
language are generally ascribed to the Author of the 
Acts. Can any unprejudiced critic deny that the ideas 
in the speeches we are considering are also substan
tially the same? Is there any appreciable trace of the 
originality of Paul in his discourses ? There is no ground 
whatever, apart from the antecedent belief that the vari
ous speeches were actually delivered by the men to 
whom they are ascribed, for asserting that we have here 
the independent utterances of Peter and Paul. It is in
ternal evidence alone, and no avowal on the part of the 
author, which leads to the conclusion that the form of the 
speeches is the author's, and there is no internal evidence 

I Cf. Gal i. 11 ff., ll, 6, 
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which requires us to stop at the mere form, and not 
equally ascribe the substance to the same source. The 
speeches in the Acts, generally, have altogether the cha
racter of being the composition of one mind endeavour
ing to impart variety of thought and expression to vari
ous speakers, but failing signally either from poverty of 
invention or from the purpose of instituting a close 
parallel in views, as well as actionR, between the two 
representative Apostles. 

Further to illustrate this, let us take another speech of 
Peter which be delivers on the occasion of the conversion 
of Cornelius, and it will be apparent that it also contains 
all the elements, so far as it goes, of Paul's discourse. 

PEn:a IN Acre x. 
3.5. But in every nation he that 

fears him ( d </K>fJo{lp.tJHJS) • • • is ac
oeptable to him-

36. The word (To11 >.~.,)which 
he (God) sent (cbri1TTf&>.&) unto the 
eons( vloir) of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ; 1 he is Lord of all. 

37. Ye know tho word spoken 
throughout all J udma, beginning 
from Galilee, after the baptism 
({:Jairr&<Tp.a) which John preached, 

38. Concerning J eeu.e of N aza
reth, how God anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit and power; who 
went about doing good, and heal
ing all that were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 

39. And we are witneeaee (p.4prv
/Hf) of all things which he did both 
in the land of the Jews and in 
Jerusalom; whom nleo they slew 
(cl11,i>uu-), hanging him upon a tree 
{~ii>..ov). 

1 See iii. p. 86, note 3. 

p A UL IN Acre xiii. 
26. Sona (viol} of the race· of 

Abraham, and those among you 
who fear God ( ol cpofJovfU"O' ), to you 
was the word (o >.~r) of this sal
vation sent (a1rf1TT.W,).1 

24. When John first proclaimed 
before his coming the baptism 
({:JQ!l"T't<Tp.a) of repentance to all the 
people of Israel. 

26. And as John was fulfilling 
his course, ho said : Whom think 
ye that I am i' I am not he; but 
behold there com.ea one after me 
the shoes of whose feet I am not 
worthy to loose. 

27. For they that dwell in Jeru
salem aud their rulers . • . • 28. 
Though having found no cause of 
death, desired Pilate that he ahould 
be slain (ci"°'P*Bii"°'); 29. But when 
they had fi.niahed all the things 
written regarding him they took 
him down from the tree (~il>.011) .. 

1 Cf. xiii. 23. 
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PETER IN Acrs x. 
40. Him God raised ( o /hos ty.1-

pn•) the third day, and gavo him to 
become manifest; 

tl. Not to all the people, but to 
witneeees {p.OflTVcru) chosen before 
by God, even to us who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from 
the dead (l1e "~")· 

t2. And he oommanded (,..crp.jy
~&Ao) us to preach unto the people 
and to t.eatify that it is he who baa 
been appointed (o t>pw,..l"°s)' by God 
judge (1epin}s) of quick and dead. 

43. To him bear all the prophet.a 
'Witneee that through his name all 
who believe in him shall receive 
remission of sins ( l<pfuu dpapr1&i• ). 

PAUL IN Acrs xiii. 
30. But God raised ( o 8fos lfyHpf.,) 

him from the dead (i1e "flCPG"'); 

31. And he appeared for many 
days to those who came up with 
him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
who are now his witneesee (p.Oprvpu) 
unto the people. 

xvii. 30. • . but now commands 
{7rapcryy«'UH) all men everywhere 
to repent; 31. Because he fixed a 
day in the which he is about to 
judge(1eplwu)theworldinright.eou.a
nesa by the man whom be appointed 
('P"'fl•),1 having given assurance 
to all by having raiaed him up from 
the dead. 

xiii. 27. • • • not knowing the 
voices of the prophet.a which are 
read every Sabbath day .•• 38. Be 
it known to you, therefore, . • • • 
that through this man is proclaimed 
unto you remission of sins (~CT&r 
d,..a11T1AI• ). 

Again, to take an example from another speaker, we 
find Jam es represented as using an expression which had 
just before been put into the mouth of Paul, and it is not 
one m the least degree likely to occur independently to 
each. The two passages are as follows :-

JAllE8 IN Acrs xv. 21. I PAUL IN xiii. 27. 
U:oeea • • • • being read in the . . • the prophets being read every 

synagogues every Sabbath day. I Sabbath day. 
(csrci flO CTQ/31Jarol' d.ayc.6lCTa0f'fl'OSo) (1ear(urucr~flm"o1' avay&V61UICO,u'l'as.) 

The fundamental similarity between these different 
speeches cannot possibly be denied ; 2 and it cannot be 

1 Except by the author of Luke (uii. 22) and Acta, the verb dpi{f111 ia 
only twice med in the N. T. In Acta it is twice put into the mouth of 
Pet.er (ii. 23, x. 42) and twice into that of Paul (xvii. 26, 31), as well as 
ueed in narrative (xi. 29). 

s Bow, Paulus, i. p. 116 ff.; K. G. i. p. 127; Br. B_., Apg •• 
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reasonably explained in any other way than by the fact 
that they were composed by the author himself, who had 
the earlier speeches ascribed to Peter still in his memory 
when he wrote those of Paul, 1 and who, in short, had not 
sufficient dramatic power to create altogether distinct 
characters, but simply made his different personages use 
his own vocabulary to express his own somewhat limited 
rang{} of ideas. Setting his special design aside, his 
inventive faculty only permitted him to represent Peter 
Npeaking like Paul, and Paul like Peter. 

It is argued by some, howeYer, that in the speeches of 
rott•r, for iui;tauce, there are peculiarities of language and 
expression which show analogy with the first Epistle 
bt•ariug his name in the New Testament Canon,2 and, on 
tho other hand, traces of translation in some of them 
whil~h intlicatc that these speeches were delivered origi
nally iu .Aramai1..\ and that we have only a version of 
them liy the Author of the Acts, or by some one from 
whom he derived them.1 As regards the first of these 
suppositions, a fow phrases only have been pointed out, 
but they are of no force under any circumstances, and 
the whole th~ry is quite groundless.• "' e do not con-

p. 7S f.; l'>o.wiJcJo.m, lut. ~. T., ii. p. 230 ff.; JfarlwJf, Einl. petr. Sehr., 
p. 2'.!J !!. ; :::..:A,.e•:krntu~, .\11~., p. l:SO f.; Sd1N<ier, Der Ap. Paulus., 
v. p. .HO; J,., H«tte, .\pg., p. liii.; Eiul. N. T., p. :?.iO; ZcU", Apg., 
p. :sol ft., 497 f. 

I Zdt..r, Apg .• p. -ll),} f. 
' .Jifvt'!l, Grwk. TO:llJt., ii. Pri.11...g., p. 10 ; E7-rolf'>l, W'~ Kr. n. Oeich., 

p. 68:S t; L11irtfJ1!. Du apoost. z~it.. i. p. lOti; Ri-!hm, Dot Foatibu Act. 
A~t.. l~:?l, p. 1:!6 t! .• HJ tr.; ~yc'-:r. &uJ. v.. Krit., l~ p. .l$ ff.; 
T~ttck. Stud. u. Krit .. 1539. p. ~; We~, Der~· L~. l~. 
P· 3 f .. p. l·H tf. l..'f. K;;.;:....-. :::tuJ. u. Krit .• 1~73. p. -l9'.! I!., .>3S C. 

I &.,.Jc. &ul. P· ~ f.; ,jf~!Jflr, Apg. P· 1:$.. 
• l~ lllL N. T., ii. p. ~Ji t ; Jl•uf'1rhuff. EinL petr. &:U .• 

P. ~If.; <.""'7·beck, n dilt W~-,J APtc·· p. liY. f.; Jo s.·dte, EiAJ.. N. T .• 
P. :?;Jl; Zrlkr, Aptr·· p. -l~ t!. l..~t K<i .'il.,,., St1ld. IL Krit.. p. 187~. 
,.~t 
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sider it worth whiJe to enter upon the discussion, and 
those who desire to do so are referred to the works just 
indicated. There are two potent reasons which render 
such an argument of no force, even if the supposed analo
gies were in themselves both numerous and striking, 
which actually they are not. The authenticity of the 
Epistles bearing the name of Peter is not only not estab
lished, but is by very many eminent critics absolutely 
denied ; and there is no certainty whatever that any of 
the speeches of Peter were delivered in Greek, and the 
probability is that most, if not all, of that Apostle's 
genuine discourses must have been spoken in Aramaic. 
It is in fact asserted by apologists that part or all of 
the speeches ascribed to him in the Acts must have been 
originally Aramaic, although opinion may differ as to the 
language in which some of them were spoken. Whether 
they were delivered in Aramaic, or whether there be 
uncert.ainty on the point, any conclusion from linguistic 
analogies with the Epistles is obviously excluded. One 
thing is quite undeniable: the supposed analogies are few, 
and the peculiarities distinguishing the Author of Acts in 
these speeches are extremely numerous and general. 
Even so thorough an apologist as Tholuck candidly ac
knowledges that the attempt to prove the authenticity of 
the speeches from linguistic analogies is hopeless. He 
says: " Nevertheless, a comparison of the language of 
the Apostles in their Epistles and in these speeches must 
in many respects be less admissible than that of the 
ekaracter and hisWn.cal circumstances, for indeed if the 
language and their peculiarities be compared, it must 
first be established that all the reported speeches were 
delivered in the Greek language, which is improbable, 
and of one of which (xxii. 1, 2) the contrary is expressly 
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stated. Willingly admitting that upon this point differ
ence of opinion is allowable, we express as the view 
which we have hitherto held that, from ch. xx. onwards, · 
the speeches delivered by Paul are reported more in the 
language of Luke than in that of Paul." 1 This applies 
with double force to Peter,2 whose speeches there is still 
greater reason to believe were delivered in Aramaic, and 
there is difference of opinion amongst the critics we have 
referred to even as to whether these speeches were trans
lated by the Author of the Acts, or were already before 
him in a translated form, and were subsequently re-edited 
by him. 'Ve have already shown cause for believing that 
the whole discussion is groundless, from the fact that the 
speeches in Acts were simply composed by the author 
himself, and are not in any sense historical, and this we 
shall hereafter further illustrate. 

It may be worth while to consider briefly the argu
ments advanced for the theory that some of the speeches 
show marks of translation. It is asserted that the speech 
of Peter at Pentecost, ii. 14 ff., was delivered in Ara
maic.' Of course it will be understood that we might 

I Stud. u. Krit., 1839, P· 306. 
1 Kahler, after a very exhaustive analysis of the epeoohes of Peter in 

Act.9, says: "Finally, a ]>Ollllible misunderstanding must be remoTBCI. 
Tho analogy of tho speeches with 1 PetA!r, and even 2 Peter, is repeatedly 
roferrod to ; th.is is not done in the sense that the proof of a Petrin• 
Greek in these speeches could be attA!mpted. H theae be regarded at all 
118 true reproductions of historical originals, they were at all eventl 
delivered in Aramaic ; only in the case of the speech at Crosarea an 
excoption would perhaps have to be made. Thus, in any case, our text 
is based upon a translation, which one could not well trace back to tlle 
Apostle himself. Dut only in that case could the proof referred to hate 

ny woight." • tud. u . Krit., 1873, p. 535. 
• Bl«k, Einl. N. T. , p. 348; Ebra1·d, zu Olshausen, Apoetelgeech., 

p. 59 f., cf. Wiss. Kr. ev. Oesch., p. 684 • Mt:yer Die ApostA!lgesch. 
1'• 'i3; Wet'a1, D~e petr. Lehrb., p. 205, am:i. 3. Ebrani, in his note~ 
01 u o, CODB1dor1 that the author had the speech already in a trans-
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be quite prepared to agree to this statement as applied to 
a speech actually delivered by Peter ; but the assertion, 
so far as the speeches in Acts are concerned, is based 
upon what we believe to be the erroneous supposition 
that they are genuine reports of discourses. On the 
contrary, we maintain that these speeches are mere 
compositions by the author of the work. The contention 
is, however, that the speech attributed to Peter is the 
translation of a speech originally delivered in Aramaic. 
In ii. 24, Peter is represented as saying : " Whom God 
raised up having loosed the pains of death (Mua.~ Ta~ 

6>0'wa.~ Tov Oa.v&.TOv}, because it is not possible that he 
should be held (Kpa.Te'iuOa.i} by it." It is argued by Bleek 
and others 1 that, as the context proves, the image 
intended here was evidently the " snares " or " cords" of 
death, a meaning which is not rendered by the Greek 
word C:,Swe~. The confusion is explained, they contend, 
\vhen it is supposed that, in bis Aramaic speech, Peter 
made use of a Hebrew expression, equally found in Ara
maic, which means as well " snares " or " cords" as 
" pains " of death. 'fhc Greek translator, probably mis
led by the Septuagint,2 adopted the latter signification of 
the Hebrew word in question, and rendered it c.dS"1E~ 

" pains," which is absolutely inappropriate, for, they 
argue, it is very unnatural to say of one who had already 
suffered death, like Christ, that he had been held prisoner 
by the "pains" of death, and loosed from them by the 
resurrection. There is, however, very little unanimity 

lated form, or an account of it, before him, but in his own work he 
declares for its having been delivered in Greek. 

1 Bletk, Einl., p. 348; Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1038 f. Cl. M~er, 
Apg. , p. 72 f. ; Ntandtr, Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 22, anm. 1 ; Humphrey, 
Acts, p. 20. 

s Plil. xvii 5 (A. V . xviii. 6). 
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amongst apologists ahout this passage. Ebrard1 asserli 

that cdOWEs "pains" is the correct translation of the He
brew expression, as in Ps. xviii. 5, and that the Hebrew 
word used always expresses pains of birth, tl1e ploral of 
the similar word for "cord" or "snare" being different. 
Ebrard, therefore, contends that the Psalm (xviii. 5) does 
not mean bonds or snares of death but literally " birth
pains of death," by which the soul is freed from the 
natural earthly existence as by a second birth to a glori
fied spiritual life. "~ e need not enter further into the 
discussion of the passage, but it is obvious that it is mere 
assumption to assert, on the one hand, that Peter made 
use of any specific expression, and, on the other, that 
there was any error of translation on the part of the 
author of Acts. But agreeing that the Hebrew is erro
neously rendered,2 the only pertinent question is: by 
whom was the error in question committed? and the 
reply beyond any doubt is : by the LXX. who trans
late the Hebrew expression in this very way. It is 
therefore inadmissible to assert from this phrase the ex
istence of an Aramaic original of the speech, for the 
phrase itself is nothing but a quotation from the Sep
tuagint.• 

The expression w8wEs Oa.va:rov occurs no less than 
three times in that version: Ps. xvii. 5 (A. V. xviii.), 
cxiv. 3 (A. V. cxvi.) and 2 Sam. xxii. 6; and in Job 

1 1.'branl, zu Olshauscn, Apg., p. 63. 
' Blttk, Einl., p. 348; Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1038 f.; Ltkelnucli, 

Apg., p. 404 f. ; Meyer, Apg., p. 72 f. ; Ntander, Pfl.anzung, u. s. w., 
p. 22, an~. 1; Ovtrbttk, zu de Wettt>, Apg., p. 40; de Wttte, Apg., 
p. 39 f.; Zeliff, Apg., p. 502 f. Cf. DelitzM:h, Die Pealmen, i. p. 182; 
A'wald, Di~ Psalmen, ¥· 66 f. ; Hmgltmberg, Die Psalmen, i. p. 394 f.; 
H11pftld, Die Psalmon, L p. 4M; Utaeniiu, Lexioon, a. v. 

• Ztllt'r, Dio Apo t-0lgeseh., p. 502 f.; Ltk~bUM:h, Die Comp. u. EntsL 
d. A tolgcech., p. -l04 f. Cf. Kahler, Stud. u. Krit., 18i3, p. 6il. 
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xxxix. 2, we have ~vew used with ~we~: <d8wa.~ Si a.brw11 
l>.VCTa.~. \Vhen it is remembered that the author of Acts 
always quotes the Septuagint version, even when it 
departs from the sense of the Hebrew original, and in 
all probability was only acquainted with the Old Testa-· 
ment through it, nothing is more natural than the use of 
this expression taken from that version ; but with the 
error already existing there, to ascribe it afresh and 
independently to the Author of Acts, upon no other 
grounds than the assumption that Peter may have spoken 
in Aramaic, and used an expression which the author 
misunderstood or wrongly rendered, is not permissible. 
Indeed, we have already pointed out that, in this very 
speech, there are quotations of the Old Testament accord-:
ing to the Lxx. put into the mouth of Peter, in which that 
version does not accurately render the original. 1 

The uext trace of translation advanced by Bleek2 is 
found in ii. 33,3 where Peter speaks of Christ as exalted: 
"rfi &~vi- Toil Oeov." 'fhere can be no ·doubt, Bleek 
argues, that there is here a reference to Psalm ex. 1, and 
that the apostle intends to speak of Christ's elevation 
" to the right (hand) of God ; " whereas the Greek ex
pression rather conveys the interpretation: "by the right 
(hand) of God." This expression certainly comes, he 
asserts, from a not altogether suitable translation of the 
Hebrew. To this on the other hand, much may be 
objected. Winer,• followed by others, defends the 
construction, and affirms that the passage may without 

I Acta ii. 16 ff., 26, 2i. 
: Einl. N. T., p. 348; Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1038; tie Wettt, Apg., 

p. 42; IVeU6, Petr. Lohrb., p. 205. 
1 Cl. Acts v. 31. 
• Onimmat. N. T. Sprachid., 186i, § 31, .:i, p. 201. 

Y<>I. UL II 
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hei;itat.ion, he translated "to the rigl1t (hand) of God." 1 In 
which case there is no error at all, and the argument falls 
to the ground. If it be taken, however, either that the 
ren<leriug should be or was intended to be " by the right 
(hand) of God" 2 i.e., by the power of God, that would 
not inrnlve the necessity of admitting an Aramair 
original,' because there is no error at all, and the argu
ment simply is, that being exalted hy the right hand of 
God, .Jesus had poure<l forth the Holy Spirit; and in the 
next verse the passage in Pi:;. ex. 1 (8ept. rix.) is accn
ratcly quokd from the Septuagint version: "Sit thon on 

my right (han<l) " (l.K &[t.Wv µ.ov). In fact, after giving 
an acco1111t of the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of 
Jt.•sus, the speaker ascribes his suhsL'<}Uent exaltation to 

the pow(•r of God.• 

We ha¥e seen that at least the form of the speeches 
in Acts is undoubtedly due to the author of the book, 
and that he has not been al•le to make the speeches of 
the difforeut personages in his drama differ mat~rially 
from ead1 other. "·c shall hereafter haYe occasion to 
examine further the contents of some of these speeches, 
and the circumstances under which it is alleged that they 
were spoken, and to inquire whether these do not confirm 

I rr r 1. r T ritu;, '"· L{mject., i. p. 4.2 ; ll11ckdt, Acts, p. ~· ; 
KlJ 1 , 1. u. 1\ , ll'i3 , p. iill f.; 1.A·""1•1.scli. Apostelgesch., p. 40.>; 

b , .\p:: . .c; ll"ordsu·,..-tl,, Greek Test., Acts, p. 4.9. 
' ~1.fvrrl. GrcEI• • est., ii. p. 26; De11grl, G11om. N. T., p. Sll ; LttJJer, 

I ap. n. n ch:q /£it., p. 21, anm. I; z,11,..,., Ap;., p. 002, anm. 2; 
, Ap;. p. ;; .·. ; (Jr.erbttl.:, =de W .• .\pg., p. 42. ·•By" is adapted 

hy the Yulg !<', :-. riac, Arabic. and English (authorised) Tel'Sions. 
2 .i{forrl. Gre1 Test., ii. p. 26; Ld:,./.mcli., Apg., Jl. 40S; Mryer, APti·• 

I'· ii . ; Orrrl•er~ Y.U de W. Apg .. p.. 42; Zclkr, Apg., p. .00-l l., anm. 
2. l . l\"tillrr,, tud u. Krit., l!i"i3, p. bll £. 

4 Th . pro.,"1un ry, &~~ is used in this l!8D9C in the Sept. Ter8on 
fl ia.h I "ii. 12, cf. Acts T. 31. The "right hand of God," usym

tn- l v.· r l !I oonstantly employed in the Old Testament. 
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the conclusion hitherto arrived at, that they are not 
historical, but merely the free composition of the Author 
of Acts, and never delivered at all. Before passing 
on, however, it may be well to glance for a moment at 
one of these speeches, to which we may not have another 
opportunity of referring, in order that we may see whether 
it presents any traces of inauthenticity and of merely 
ideal composition. 

In the first chapter an account is given of a meeting of 
the brethren in order to elect a successor to the traitor 
.Judas. Peter addresses the. assembly, i. 1G ff., and it 
may be well to quote the opening portion of his speech: 
16. "Men (and) brethren, this scripture must needs have 
been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit by the mouth of 
David spake before concerning Judas, who became guide 
to them that took Jesus, 17. because he was num
bered with us and obtained the lot of this ministry. 18. 
Now (pt-v o~) this man purchased a field with the wages 
of the iniquity (be µ.tuOov rTj~ &8tKfu~), and falling 
headlong he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels 
gushed OUt j H). and (Ka.t) it became known l UlltO all the 
dwellers at Jerusalem, so that that field was called in 
their own tongue (rfi lSUf Sia.AlKT'f') Acheldamach, tlmt is: 
field of blood. 20. For (y<lp) it is written in the book 
of Psalms : ' Let his habitation be desolate, and let no 
man dwell therein,' and 'his office let another take,'" 
&c., &c. Now let it be remembereu that Peter is 
supposed to be addressing an audience of Jews in 
Jerusalem, in the Hebrew or Aramaic language, a few 

1 Tho peculiar and favourite expression, y11<A><rr;,11 ryl11fTo (or i<rr,.,) vp.&,,, 
which only occurs in Acts, is placed in tho mouth of Poter, Pau), and 
other11, and it.self betrays the hand of the author. Cf. ii. 14, iv. 10, ix. 
4'.?, xiii. 38, xix. 1 i, x.xviii. 22, 28. 

n 2 
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we<.·ks after the crucifixion. Is it possible, therefore, that 
he should give such an account as that in vs. 18, 19, of 
the end of Judas, which he himself, indeed, says was 
known to all the dwellers at Jerusalem? Is it possible 
that, speakiug in Aramaic to Jews, probably in most 
part living at and near Jerusalem, he could have spoken 
of the field bei11g so called by the people of J erusalcm 
" in their own tongue?" Is it possible that he should, 
to su('h an audicm·t·, have translated the word Achelda
mach? The answer of most unprejudiced critics is that 
Pl'ter coul<l not hav·e done so.1 As de 'y ette remarks: 
" In the composition of this speech the author haa not 
considered historical decorum." 2 This is felt by most 
apologists, and many ingenious theories arc advanced to 
t.•xplain away the difficulty. Some affirm that verses 18 
and 19 are iuscrted as a parenthesis by the Author of tl1e 
Acts,3 whilst a larger number contend that only v. 19 

. is parenthetic.• A n·ry cursory examination of the 
passage, ho\n-Ycr, is sufficient to show that the verses 
cannot ht.• separated. Verst.• 18 is connected with the 
prect.•llillg by the JLCv otv, H) with 18 by Ka~ and Yerse 
:?O rl'iers to 16, as indt•ed it also <l~s to 17 and 18, with
out which the passage from the Psalm, as applied to 

Judas, would be uniutclligibJe. !\lost critics, therefore, 

I Cmfo<T, Einl. i. p. :?s;J; l>t1ri.l~"'" Int. N. T., ii. I'· :?-16 r. ; Gf,.;;nr, 
Die heil. &gt>. i. p. 3St ff. ; llvlt::mann. in Bunsen's Bibehr., 'fill. 
p. 333 r.; .Vuy<Th•'lf, Einl. pctr. &hr., p. !?".!.) r.; Ottrb«k, EU de Wette'• 
Apg .. ~ l:? ff.; S.:hrudtr, Dt.-r Ap. Puulu..<1, T. p. SlO; S.-Jnttgln-, Das 
nM:haJ>.. Z., ii. l" 9i, awn. l ; J~ Wrltt, Einl., p. :?SO; ..\pg., p. 12; 
Zrller, Arg., p. i9 ff. 

2 A~td~ .. I'- l:?. 
' &.,i.:-11, Comm. Act. Apo.st .• p. 3J r.; /Ia.-1.:dt, Acb, p. 9 r. ; n-

plmy. Ac\s.. p. 9 f. ; &·hlr1<Ttt•<teli<T, Einl., p. :Ji!?. Cf. R~ol>i-, 
•kb. p. J. 

• Ebrurol, zu Clkha1JllK'n, Apg . . I'· 39: Kui1.i~l. Co1111n. X. T., it·. 
i"· l~. 
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are agreed that none of the verses can be consiilcred 
parenthetic.1 Some apologists, however, who feel that 
neither of the obnoxious verses can be thus explained, 
endeavour to overcome the difficulty by asserting that 
the words : " in their own tongue " ( ry l8{'f 8iaX.itcT'f') 
and: " that is : the fiel1l of blood " (row' lcrrw xwpf.o11 
ai,.Laro~) in verse 19, are merely explanatory and inserted 
by the Author of Acts.2 It is unnecessary to say that 
this explanation is purely arbitrary, and that there is no 
ground, except the difficulty itself, upon which their 
exclusion from the speech can be based. 

In the cases to which we have hitherto referred, the 
impossibility of supposing that Peter could have spoken in 
this way has led writers to lay the responsibility of un
acknowledged interpolations in the speech upon the 
Author of Acts, thus at once relieving the Apostle. 
There are some apologists, however, who do not adopt 
this expedient., but attempt to meet the difficult.y in other 
ways, while accepting the whole as a speech of Peter. 
According to one theory, those who ol~ject that Peter 
could not have thus related the death of Judas to people 
who must already have Leen well acquainted with the 
circumstances have totally overlooked the fact, that a 
peculiar view of what has occurred is taken in the narra
tive, and that this peculiar view is the principal point of 
it. According to the statement made, Judas met Lis 
miserable end in the very field which he had bought with 

1 .Alford, Greek Test., ii. p. 8 f.; Da11mgflrte11, Apg., i. p. 31 f.; Dovi.J
IOll, Int. N. T., ii. p. 226 f.; Gfrorcr, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 384 ff.; Gloay, 
Com. on Acta, 18i0, p. 59; Mayerhoff, Einl. petr. Sehr., p. 225 f.; M<yrr, 
Apg., p. 38 f.; Overbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. 12 f.; Stu-r, Die Raden tier 
Apoetel. 2te AuJl., i. p. 8; de Wette, Apg., p. 12 f.; Zeller, Apg., p. 79 ff. 

1 .4.lfurd, Greek Test., ii. p. 9 f. ; Benyel, Onom. N. T., p. 503; <Jloag, 
Com. on Acts, 1870, p. 59; .A/eyer, Apg., p. :J9; Stier, Die Reden der 
A~el, p, 8. 
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the price of blood. It is this circumstance, it appears, 
which Peter brings prominently forward and represents 
as a manifest and tangible dispensation of Divine justice.' 
'Gnfortunately, however, this is clearly an imaginary 
moral attached to the narrative by the apologist, and is 
not the object of the supposed speaker, who rather desires 
to justify the forced application to Judas of the quotations 
in verse 20, which are directly connected with the pre
ceding by -yO.p. Moreover, no explanation is here offered 
of the extraordinary expressions in verse 19 addressed to 

citizens of Jerusalem by a Jew in their own tongue. 
Another explanation, which iududes these points, is still 
more striking. ·with regard to the improbability of 
Peter's relating, in such a way, the death of Judas, it is 
argued that, according to the Evangelists, the disciples 
went from Jerusalem back to Galilee some eight days 
after the resurrection, and only returned, earlier than 
usual, before Pentecost to await the fulfilment of the 
promise of Jesus. Peter and Lis companions, it is sup
posed, only after their return became acquainted with 
the fate of ~Judas, which had taken place during their 
absence, and the matter was, therefore, quite new to 
them ; besides, it is added, a speaker is often obliged on 
account of some connection with his sultlect to relate facts 
already known. 2 It is true that some of the Evangelists 
represent this return to Galilee3 as having taken place, 
but the author of the third Gospel and the Acts not only 

I nuumyrrrtr11, Din Apostelgcecb., 1R59, p. 31 f. 
' /,t1n!f•', T>as A post. y,.,,jtalter, i. 8J, ii. p. 16, 
3 Mt. xx,;ii . 10, W; Mk. xvi. i; John xxi. 1. Dr. Farrar, somewhat 

portiucntly, Mks: "Why <li<l they (tho disciples) not go to Galilee imme
dintoly 011 rccch•iug our Loni's mo881lgo ? Tho circumstance is unex
plaino<l . .. Perhaps the e11tfre messago of Jesua to them is not recorded; 
perhaps they awaited t.he end of the feast." Life of Christ, ii. p. «I, 
note 1. 
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does not do so but excludes it.1 In the third Gospel 
(.uiv. 49), Jesus commands the disciples to remain in 
Jerusalem until they are endued with power from on high, 
and then, after blessing them, he is parted from them, 
and they return from Bethany to J erusalcm. 2 In Acts, 
the author again takes up the theme, and whilst evidently 
giving later traditions regarding the appearances after the 
resurrection, he adheres to his version of the story re
garding the command to stay in Jerusalem. In i. 4, he 
says : " And being assembled together with them he 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father," etc.; and here again, 
verse 12, the disciples are represented, just before 
Peter's speech is supposed to have been delivere<l, as 
returning from the :Mount of Olives to Jerusalem. 
'fhe Author of Acts and of the third Synoptic, there
fore, gives no countenance to this theory. Besides, 
setting all this aside, the apologetic hypothesis we are 
discussing is quite excluded upon other grounds. If we 
soppose that the disciples did go into Galilee for a time, 
we find them again in Jerusalem at the election of 
the successor to Judas, and there is no reason to believe 
that they had only just returned. The Acts not only 
allow of no interval at all for the journey to Galilee 
between i. 12-14 and 15 ff., but by the simple statement 

1 In Luke xxiv. 49 the Cod. Alex. reads l11 Tfl Tro'Xo 'lfpovua>.qµ, with 
Cod. C * *, F, H, K, M, and a number of others ofloss note. The other 
older Codices omit '1£pauua>.qµ, but there is no difference of opinion that 
the" city" is Jerusalem. 

' We shall hereafter have to go more fully into this, and ehall not 
diacuu it here. The third Gospel really represents the Ascension as . 
taking place on the day of the Resurrection ; and Acts, whilst giving lat.or 
tradition, and making the Ascension occur forty days after, docs not 
amend, but confirms tho previously enunciated view that the disciples 
had been ordered to stay in Jerusalem. 
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with which our episode commences, v. 15: "And in 
these days" (Ka' £11 ra'i~ ~µ.lpa'~ Tawa,~), Peter conveys 
nnything but the impression of any very recent return 
to Jemsalem. If the Apostles had been even a few days 
there, the incongruity of the speech would remain undimi
ni8hed; for the 120 brethren who are said to have been 
present must chiefly have been residents in Jemsa1em, 
and cannot be. supposed also to have been absent, and, in 
any case, events which are represented as so well known 
to a11 the dwellers in Jerusalem, must certainly have 
been familiar to the small Christian community, whose 
interest in the matter was so specially great. Moreover, 
according to the first Synoptic, as 8oon as Judas sees 
that Jesus is condemned, he brings the money back to 
the chief priests, casts it down and goes an<l hang11 
himself, xxvii. 3 ff. This is related even before the 
final condemnation of Jesus and before his crucifixion, 
and the reader is led to believe that Judas at once 
put an end to himself, so that the disciples, who are 
represented as being still in .Jerusalem for at least eight 
days after the resurrection, must have been there at the 
time. \Vith regard to the singular expressions in verse 
rn; this theory goes on to suppose that, out of considera
tion for Greek fellow-believers, Peter had probably already 
begun to speak in the Greek tongue; and when he desig
nates the language of the dwellers in Jerusalem as "their 
own dialect," he does not thereby mean Hebrew in itself, 
but their own expression, the peculiar confession of the 
opposite party, which admitted the cruel treachery to
wards Jesus, in that they named the piece of ground 
Hakel Damah. 1 Here, again, wl1at assumptions! It is 
generally recognized that Peter must have spoken in 

1 lnnyr, Das opost. Zdt., i. p. R.~ f., ii. 10. 
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Aramaic, and even if he did not, rfi l8{'l- 8ia.Al1CTqJ1 cannot 
mean anything but the language of " all the,dwellers at 
Jerusalem." In a speech delivered at Jerusalem, in any 
language, to an audience consisting at leai;t in consider
able part of inhabitants of the place, and certainly almost 
entirely of persons whose native tongue was Aramaic, to 
tell them that the inhabitants called a certain field " in 
their own tongue " Acheldamach, giving them at the 
same time a translation of the word, is inconceivable to 
most critics, even including apologists. 

There is another point which indicates not only that 
this theory is inadequate to solve the difficulty, but that 
the speech could not have been delivered by Peter a few 
weeks after the occurrences related. It is stated that the 
circumstances narrated were so well known to the inhabi
tants of Jerusalem, that the field was called in their own 
tongue Acheldamach. The origin of this name is not 
ascribed to the priests or rulers, but to the people, and it 
is not to be supposed t11at a popular name could have be
come attached to this field, and so generally adopted as 
the text represents, within the very short time which 
could have elapsed between the death of Judas and the 
<lelivcry of this speech. Be it remembered that from the 
time of the crucifixion to Pentecost the interval was in 
all only about seven weeks, and that this speech was 
made some time before Pentecost, how long we cannot 
tell, but in any case, the interval was much too brief to 
permit of the popular adoption of the namc.2 The whole 
passage has much more the character of a narrative of 

1 a.A*CTOS is med six times in Acts, and nowhero else in the New 
Testament; Tj l3U,. aca>.iCT'f» occurs thrice, i. 19, ii. 6, 8; and,.; 'F.,Bpata1 
a...>.i«Tf thrice, xxi. 40, xxii. 2, xxvi. 14. 

i Eichh<rrn, Einl. N. T., ii. I'· 36 f. 
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ev~nts which had occurred at a time long past., than of 
circumstances which had taken place a fow days before. 

The obvious conclusion is that this speech was never 
spoken by Peter, but is a much later composition put 
into his mouth, 1 and written for Greek readers, who re
quired to be told about Judas, and for whose benefit the 
Hebrew name of the field, inserted for local colouring, 
had to be translated. This is confirmed by several cir
cumstances, to which we may refer.. 'Ve shall not dwell 
much upon the fact that Peter is represented as applying 
to Judas two passages quoted from the Septuagint ver
sion of Ps. lxix. 25 (Sept. lxviii.) and Ps. cix. (Sept. cviii.) 
which, historically, cannot for a moment be sustained as 
referring to him.2 The first of these Psalms is quoted 
freely, and moreover the denunciations in the original 
being against a plurality of enemies, it can only be made 
applicable to.Judas by altering the plural " their" ( airrr»v) 
to "his habitation " (bravA..~ airroii), a considerable liberty 
to take with prophecy. The Holy Spirit is 8ai<l to have 

1 EicAOOT'n, Einl., ii. p. 36 f.; G/riirer, Dio heil. Sage, i. p. 384 ff.; 
Holt:rmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 336; Mayerhojf, Einl. petr. 
Sc.hr., p. 225 f.; Schwegler, Das nachap. Zeit., ii. p. 97, anm. 1; ZJ/tr, 
Apg., p. 79 ff. 

1 Da,,idaon, Int. 0. T., ii. p. 302; Int. N. T., ii. p. 2~7; Ewald, Die 
Psalmen, p. 292 ff.; Hitzig, Die Psalmen, 1864, ii. 1. p. 93 ff. ; ii. 2, 
1865, p. 314 ; llup/eld, Die Psalmen, ed. Riehm, 1870, iii. p. 260 f. ; 
iv., 1871, p. 172 ff. ; Kamphauma in Bunsen's Bibelw. iii. p. 138 f. 21 if.; 
Kumen, !list. krit. Onderzoek, 0. V., 1865, iii. p: 299; Do Profeteo, 
p. 237 ff., 252 f. ; J. Olaharuen, Die Psalmon, 1853, p. 297 ff., 417 ff. ; 
Reuu, La Bible: Le Psautier, 18i5, p. 334 f. ; Roae11milller, Bcholia in 
V. T., Psalmi, 1823, iii. p. 129ll, 1646 ff.; de Wette, Apg., p. 12; Comm. ub. 
die Psalmen, p. 386 f., 466 ff.; Fotir Frier«U, The Psalms, p. 227, 232. 
Of. G. Baur, Gosch. nlttoet. Woiseagong, p. 416; Bled, Einl. A. Teet., 
p. 625 ; . Delitucli, Dio Psalmen, i. p. 487 ; Hengater1berg, Die Psalmen, 
iii. p. 240, iv. p. 209 ff.; Meyer, Apg., p. 40; Ollhauam, Apg., p. 39 f. ; 
8tUr, Dio Roden der Apost., i. p. 4. It is scarcely maintained by any 
reasonable critic that the supposed prophecies had immodiat.e or direct 
boa.ring upon Judas. They can only be applied to him secondarily, and 
by forcing the historical sense. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



CONTRADICTORY ACCOUNTS OF DEATH OF JUDAS. 107 

spoken this prophecy ''concerning J u<las" "by the mouth 
of David," but modern research has led critics to hold it 
as most prvbable that neither Ps. lxix.1 nor Ps. cix.2 

was composed by David at all. As we know nothing 
of Peter's usual system of exegesis, however, very little 
weight as evidence can be attached to this. On the other 
hand, it is clear that a considerable time must have 
elapsed before these two passages from the Psalms could 
have become applied to the death of J udaa 3 

'fhe account which is given of the fate of Judas is con
tradictory to that given in the first Synoptic and cannot 
be reconciled with it, but follows a different tradition.• 
According to the first Synoptic (xxvii. 3 ff.), Judas brings 
back the thirty pieces of silver, casts them do~n in the 
Temple, and then goes and hangs himself. The chief priests 
take the money and buy with it the Potter's field, which 
is not said to have had any other connection with Judas, 
as a place for the burial of strangers. In the Acts, Judas 
himself buys a field as a private possession, and instead 

1 DavUUon, Int. O. T., ii. p. 302; Delituch, Die Psalmen, i. p. 485 f. ; 
EuxJd, Die Psalmen, p. 292; Furst, Geach. bibl. Literatur, ii. 1870, 
p. 130, anm. 4 ; Four Friends, The Psalms, p. 227 ; Hitzig, Die Psalmen, 
1864, ii. p. 93 f.; Hupfeld, Die Psalmen, iii. p. 259 f. ; Kamphamen, 
in Bunsen's Bibelw. iii. p. 138; Kuent71, Hist. kr. Onderzoek, iii. p. 294, 
299; J. Olslwiuen, Die Psalmen, p. 298; Rosemniiller, Scholia in V. T., 
PtJalmi, iii. p. 1295 f.; de Wette, Einl. A. T., p. 362. 

2 Daflidaon, Int. 0. T., ii. p. 302; Ewald, Die Psalmen, p. 298 f. ; 
Fiirat, Oesch. bibl. Lit., ii. p. 130, anm. 4; Four Frie11da, The Psalms, 
p. 2a2; Hitzig, Die Psalmen, ii. p. 312 f,; llup/tld, Die Psalmon, iv. 
p. 17.l; Ktm1t11, Hist. kr. Onderzoek, iii. p. 285; J. Olahamen, Die 
Psalmen, p. 417; Reiu1, La Bible: Le Psautier, 18ia, p. 334 f.; de Wette, 
Einl. A. T., p. 362; Die Psalmen, p. 466. Cf. Delituch, Die Psalmen, ii. 
p. 194. 

a Gfrorer, Die boil. Sage, i. p. 38.;. 
• .A.lfurd, Greek Test., ii. p. 8 f.; Gfrurer, Die boil. Sage, i. p. 385 f.; 

Hollzmann, in Bunsen's Dibelw., iv. p. 287; viii. p. 335; Orcrbeck, zu de 
W. Apg., p. 13; &hrader, Der Ap. Paulus, v. p. 510; de Welte, Apg., 
p. 13; Wi11er, Realw<>rterb. a. v. "Blutacker," i. p. 88; Zellr.t", Apg., 
p. 80 f. Cf. Meyer, Apg., p. 38 f. 
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of committing suicide by hanging, he is represented as 
dying from a fall in this field, which is evidently regarded 
as a epecial judgment upon him for his crime. The 
apologetic attempts to reconcile these two narratives,1 

are truly lamentable. Beyond ca11ing attention to this 
amongst other phenomena presented in this speech, how
ever, we have not further to do with the point at present. 
We have already devoted too much space t.o Peter's first 
addrcsi:i, and we now pass on to more important topics. 

1 fla11111g1irf(ll,Apg., i. p. 31 f.; ElirarJ, Wiss.Kr.ev.Goscb., p. M3f. ; 
UUff'iw, llcihahro, p. 88 f.; llnrl.-dt, On Acts, p. 32 ; /111mphrry, On 
Acts, p. 10; La11ge, Das ap. ll:., i. p. SJ f. ; ii. p. 16 f.; Wonuworlh, 
Groek Test., Acts, p. 40 f. Tho usulll apologetic moc1o of reconciling 
the contrndict:ons regarding tho mannor of c1cntb is hy supposing that 
the ropo hy which Judas bung himsolf, according to the Goepel, broke 
and, in bis fall, tho occurrence ensued which is .related in the Acts. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK, CONTINUJm. 

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 

WE now enter upon a portion of our examination of 
the Acts which is so full of interest in itself that peculiar 
care will be requisite to restrain ourselves within neces
sary limits. Hitherto our attention has been mainly con
fined to the internal phenomena presented by the docu
ment before us, with comparatively little aid from external 
tetrtimony, and although the results of such criticism have 
been of no equivocal character, the historical veracity of 
the Acts has not yet been tested by direct comparison 
with other sources of information. We now propose to 
examine, as briefly as may be, some of the historical state
ments in themselves, and by the light of information 
derived from contemporary witnesses of unimpeachable 
authority, and to confront them with well-established 
facts in the annals of the first two centuries. This leads 
ns to the borders not only of one of the greatest 
controversies which has for half a century occupied theo
logical criticism, but also of still more important questions 
regarding the original character and systematic develop
ment of Christianity itself. The latter we must here 
resolutely pass almost unnoticed, and into the former we 
shall only enter so far as is absolutely necessary to the 
special ol:iject of our inquiry. The document before us 
professes to give a narrative of the progress of the 
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primitive Church from its first formation in the midst of 
Mosaism, with strong J udaistic rules and prejudices, up 
to that liberal universalism which freely admitted the 
christian Gentile, upon equal terms, into communion with 
the christian Jew. The question with which we are 
concerned is strictly this : Is the account in the Acts 
of the Apostles of the successive steps by which 
Christianity emerged from Judaism, and, shaking off the 
restrictions and obligations of the Mosaic law, admitted 
the Gentiles to a full participation of its privileges 
historically true? ls the representation which is made 
of the conduct and teaching of the older Apostles on the 
one hand, and of Paul on the other, and of their mutual 
relations an accurate one? Can the Acts of the Apostles, 
in short, be considered a sober and veracious history of 
so important and interesting an epoch of the christian 
Church 1 This has been vehemently disputed or denied, 
and the discussion, extending on every side into important 
collateral issues, forms in itself a literature of voluminous 
extent and profound interest. Our path now lies through 
this debatable land; but although the controversy as to 
the connection of Paul with the development of Christianity 
and his relation to the Apostles of the Circumcision 
cannot be altogether avoided, it only partially concerns 
us. We arc freed from the necessity of advancing 
any particular theory, and have here no further interest 
in it than to inquire whether the narrative of the Acts 
is historical or not. If, therefore, avoiding many im
portant but unnecessary questions, and restricting our
selves to a straight course across the great controversy, 
we seem to deal insufficiently with the gene.ral subject, it 
must be remembered that the argument is nierely in
cidental to our inquiry, and that we not only do not 
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pr<'t.end to exhaust it, but distinctly endeavour to reduce 
our share in it to the smallest limits compatible with 
our immediate object. 

According to the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles, 
the apostolic age presents a most edifying example of 
concord and moderation. The emancipation of the Church 
from Mosaic restrictions was effected without strife or 
heart-burning, aud the freedom of the Gospel, if not 
attained without hesitation, was finally proclaimed with 
singular largeness of mind and philosophic liberality. 
The teaching of Paul differed in nothing from that of the 
elder apostles. 'fhe christian universalism, which so 
many suppose to have specially characte1ized the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles, was not only shared, but even 
anticipated, by the elder Apostles. So far from opposing 
the free admission of the Gentiles to the christian com
munity, Peter declares himself to have been chosen of 
God that by his voice they should hear the gospel, 1 pro• 
claims that there is no distinction between Jew and 
Gentile,2 and advocates the abrogation, in their case at 
least, of the Mosaic law.3 James, whatever his private 
predilections may be, exhibits almost equal forbearance 
and desire of conciliation. In fact, whatever anomalies 
and contradictions may be di1:1coverable, upon close 
examination, beneath this smooth and brilliant surface, 
the picture superficially presented is one of singular 
harmony and peace. On the other hand, instead of that 
sensitive independence and self-reliance of character 
which has been ascribed to the Apostle Paul, we find him 
represented in the Acts as submissive to tho authority of 
the " Pillars " of the church, ready to conform to their 

I .Acta X'\". j, 'xv. 9. I XV, 10. 
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counsels and bow to their decrees, and as seizing every 
opportunity of visiting Jerusalem, aud coming in contact 
with that stronghold of J udaisrn. Instead of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, preaching the abrogation of the law, and 
more than suspected of leading the Jews to apostatize 
from Moses, 1 we find a man even scrupulous in his obser
vance of Mosaic customs, taking vows upon him, circum
cising Timothy with his own hand, and declaring at the 
close of his career, when a prisoner at Rome, that he 
"did nothing against the people or the customs of the 
fathers." 2 There is no trace of angry controversy, of 
jealous susceptibility, of dogmatic difference in the circle 
of the apostles. 'l'he intercourse of Paul with the leaders 
of the J udaistic party is of the most unbroken pleasant
ness and amity. Of opposition to his ministry, or doubt 
of his apostleship, whether on the part of the Three, or 
of those who identified themselves with their teaching, 
we have no hint. \Ve must endeavour to ascertain 
whether this is a true representation of the early develop
ment of the Church, and of the momentous history of the 
apostolic age. 

In the epistles of Paul we have, at least to some extent, 
the m.;?ans of testing the accuracy of the statements of 
the Acts with regard to Lim and the early history of 
the Church. The Epistles to the Galatians, to the 
Corinthians (2), and to the Romans are generally admitted 
to be genuine,3 .and can be freely used for this purpose. 
To these we shall limit our attention, excluding other 
epistles, whose authenticity is either questioned or 
denied, but in doing so no material capable of really 
affecting the result is set aside. For the same reason, we 

1 Acts xxi. 21. 2 Acts xniii. li. 
• In great 1ml't, at least. 
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must reject any evidence to be derived from the so-called 
Epistles of Peter and James, at least so far as they are 
supposed to represent the opinions of Peter and James, 
but here again it will be found that they do not materially 
affect the points immediately before us. The veracity of 
the Acts of the Apostles being the very point which is in 
question, it is unnecessary to say that we have to subject 
the narrative to examination, and by no means to assume 
the correctness of any statements we find in it. At 
the same time it must be our endeavour to collect from 
this document such indications-and they will fre
quently be valuable-of the true history of the occur
rences related, as may be presented between the lines of 
the text. 

In the absence of fuller information, it must not be 
forgotten that human nature in the first century of our era 
was very much what it is in the nineteenth, and certain 
facts being clearly established, it will not be difficult to 
infer many details which cannot now be positively de
monstrated. The Epistle to the Galatians, however, will 
be our most invaluable guide. Dealjng, as it does, with 
some of the principal episodes of the Acts, we are enabled 
by the words of the apostle Paul himself, which have all 
the accent of truth and vehement earnestness, to control 
the narrative of the unknown writer of that work. And 
where this source fails, we have the unsuspected testimony 
of his other epistles, and of later ecclesiastical history to 
assist our inquiry. 

The problem then which we have to consider is the 
manner in which the primitive Church emerged from its 
earliest form, as a Jewish institution with Mosaic restric
tions and Israelitish exclusiveness, and finally opened 
wide its doors to the uncircumcised Gentile, and ass111ned 

TOL. DI. 
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the character of a universal religion. In order to under~ 
stand the nature of the case, and be ·able to estimate 
aright the solution which is presented hy the narrative in 
the Acts of the ApoHtles, it is necessary that we should 
obtain a clear view of the actual characteristics of 
Christianity at the period when that history begins. W c 
must endeavour to understand precisely what view the 
Apostles had formed of their position in regard to 
Judaism, and of the duty which devolved upon them of 
propagating the Gospel. It is obvious that we cannot 
rightly appreciate the amount of persuasion requisite to 
transform the primitive Church from Jewish exclusive
ness to Christian universality, without ascertaining the 
probable amount of long rooted conviction and religious 
prejudice or principle which had to be overcome before 
that great change could be effected. 

We shall not here enter upon any argument as to the 
precise views which the Founder of Christianity may have 
held as to his own person and work, nor shall we attempt 
to sift the traditions of his life and teaching which have 
been handed down to us, and to separate the genuine 
spiritual nucleus from the grosser matter by which it 
has been enveloped and obscured. \Ve have much more 
to do with the view which others took of the matter, 
and, looking at the Gospels as representations of that 
which was accepted as the orthodox view regarding tl1e 
teaching of Jesus, they are almost as useful for our· pre
sent purpose as if they had been more spiritual and 
less popular expositions of his views. \Vhat the Master 
was understood to teach is more important for the 
history of the first century than what he actually 
taught without being understood. Nothing is more 
certain than the fact that Christianity, originally, was 
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developed out of Judaism, and that its advent was 
historically prepared by the_ course of the Mosaic 
system, to which it was so closely related. 1 In ~ts 

first stages during the apostolic age, it had no higher 
ambition than to be, and to be considered, the continua
tion and the fulfilment of Judaism, its final and triumphant 
phase. The substantial identity of primitive Christianity 
with true Judaism was at first never called in queE1tion; 
it was considered a mere internal movement of Judaism, 
its development and completion, but by no means its 
mutilation. The idea of Christianity as a new religion 
never entered the minds of the Twelve or of the first 
believers, nor, as we shall presently see, was it so 
regarded by the Jews themseI ves. It was in fact, 
originally, nothing more than a sect of Judaism, holding a 
particular view of one point in the creed and, for a very 
long period, it was considered so by others, and was in no 
way distinguished from the rest of Mosaism.~ Even in 
the Acts there are traces of this, Paul being called " a 
ringleader of the sect (aipe<n~) of the Nazarenes," 3 and 
the Jews of Rome being represented as referring to 
Christianity by this term.4 Paul before the Council not 

1 &the, Anf'ange d. chr. Kirche, 1837, i. p. 326. 
• Blttlc, Hebraerbr. i. 1. p. 56 ff., 60 f.; Credner, Das N. T., 1847, ii. 

p. 20 ff.; Gfr0rer, K. G., i. p. 222 f., 238; HolUma11n, in Bunsen's 
Bibelw., viii. p. 365 ff., 369; Milman, Hist. of Chr., i. p. 377 f., 380; 
Ni«Nu, Etudes N. T., p. 237 f.; Renan, Vie de Jesus, xiiime ed., 
p. 47 f.; Les Ap6tres, p. 91 ff.; .&uaa, Gesch. N. T., p. 19 ff., 40 f.; 
Hist. Theol. Chr., i. p. 283 f. ; Rernlk, Essais de critique religieuse, 
1860, p. 18; Rothe, Anf'ango chr. Kirche, i. p. 142 ff. ; Schliemann, Die 
Clementinen, p. 371 ff. ; Schwegler, Das nachap. Z., i. p. 21, 91 ff., 99 ff'., 
113 f.; Stap, Origines, p. 52 f., 56 f. ; Zeller, Gesch. chr. Kirche, 
1848, p. 5 f. Cf. Lechkr, Das ap. u. nachap. Zeit., p. 287 ff., 330 ff. ; 
Li9htfoot, The Epistles of St. Paul, Galatians, 4th ed., p. 302; Neander, 
Pfianzung, p. 33 ff., 46 f. 

> Acts xxiv. 5. 
• Acts xxviii. 22. 

I 2 
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only does not scruple t-0 call himself ''a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee," but the Pharisees take part with him 
against the more unorthodox and hated sect of the 
Sadducees.1 For eighteen centuries disputes have fiercely 
raged over the creed of Christendom, and the ingenuity 
of countless divines haa been exhausted in deducing mystic 
dogmas from the primitive teaching, but if there be 
one thing more remarkable than another in that teaching, 
according to the Synoptics, it is it.s perfect simplicity. 
Jesus did not appear with a ready-made theology, and 
imposed no elaborate system of doctrine upon his 
disciples. Throughout the prophetic period of l\Iosaism, 
one hope had sustained the people of Israel in all their 
sufferings and reverses : that the fortuues of the nation 
should finally be retrieved by a scion of the race of 
David, under whose rule it should be restored to a future 
of unexampled splendour and prosperity. The expecta
tion of the Messiah, under frequently modified aspects, 
had formed a living part in the national faith of Israel. 
Primitive Christianity, sharing but recasting this ancient 
hope, was only distinguished from Judaism, with whose 
worship it continued in all points united, by a single 
doctrine, which was in itself merely a modification 
of the national idea: the belief that Jesus of Nazareth 
was actually the Christ, the promised Messiah. This 
was substantially the whole of its creed.2 

1 Acts xxiii. 6 ff. 
: Baur, Paulus, i. p. 49 f.; Blttk, Heb1'ii.erbr., i. 1. p. ii6 f. ; Ond11n-, 

Dae N. T., i. p. 2, 14 f., ii. p. 20 ff. ; von Dollingtr, Christ. u. Kirche. 
p. 69; O/rlirer, K. G., i. p. 222; Jlaae, Das I.eben Jcsu, p. 153 f. ; Ilttn
•m, Der Apost. Paulus, 1830, p. 26, 35 f.; Hilgen/eld, Zeitecbr. wiss. 
Theol., 1860, p. 108; llolaten, Zum Ev. des Paul. u. dos Petrus, 1868. 
p. 40 ff., 98, 236 f. ; Boltzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., \iii .. p. 364 ff. ; 
Ltcl1kr, Das ap. u. nochap. Zeit., p. 16 f., 24.l; Milman, Hist. of Cbr •• 
i. p. 140 ff., 3i7 f., et pauim; Ntt111der, Pflanzung, p. 2-l ff.; K. G •• 
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The synoptic Gospels, and more especially the first, 1 are 
clearly a history of Jesus as the Messiah of the house of 
David, so long announced and expected, and whose life 
and even his death and resurrection are shown to be the 
fulfilment of a series of Old Testament prophecies.2 When 
his birth is announced to Mary, he is described as the 
great one, who is to sit on the throne of David his 
father, and reign over the house of Jacob for ever,3 and 
the good tidings of great joy to all the people ( 1Tavri Tw 
~cui'), that the Messiah is born that day in the cit.y of 
David, are proclaimed by the angel to the shepherds of 
the plain.• Symeon takes the child in his arms and 
blesses God that the words of the Holy Spirit are accom
plished, that he should not die before he had seen the 
Lord's anointed, the Messiah, the consolation of Israel.6 

The Magi come to his cradle in Bethlehem, the birth
place of the Messiah indicated hy the prophet,6 to do 
homage to him who is born King of the Jews,7 and 
there Herod seeks to destroy him,8 fulfilling another 

1843, i. 2. p. 690; Nioolcu, Et. N. T., p. 237; Renan, Les Ap0tres, p. 91 ; 
~. Geach. N. T., p. 19 f. ; Hist. TMol. Chr., i. p. 283 f. ; Reville, 
F.ai.,, p. 42; llolhe, A.nf'ange chr. Kirche, 1837, i. p. 142 ff. ; &hlie
ma11n, Die Clementinen, p. 371 f.; Schwegler, Das nachap. Z., i. p. 21, 
91 ff., 113 f., 139 f.; Weber u. Boltzmann, Oesch. V. Isr., ii. p. 516 f.; 
&lltr, Oesch. chr. K., p. 5; Vortriige, p. 202 f., 216 f. Cf. Ewald, 
Geech. v. Iar., v. p. 266 ff., 278 ff., vi. 136 r., 401, 422 f. 

1 Tho Gospel commences with the announcement, i. 1, 17, 18. Cf. 
Mk. i. 1 ff. 

' Baur, N. T. Tboologie, 1864, p. 298 ff.; Tbeol. Jahrb., 1853, p. 77 f.; 
Cmlner, Einl. N. T., i. p. 60; Das N. T., ii. p. 150 ff.; Delitzach, 
Ursprung d. Matth. Ev., 18.>3, p. 58 ff. ; D' Eichthal, Les Evangiles, 
i. p. 51; H<m.'11'<lth, N. T. 7...eitg., iii. p. 319 f.; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., 
i. p. 52 f. ; KU.Uiti, U111pr. eynopt. Evv., p. 6 ff. ; &hwegler, Das nachap. 
Z., i. p. 91, 101 tl'. Cf. Holtzmanr1, Die syuopt. Evv., p. 381 ff. 

a Luke i 3:?, 33. 4 Luke ii. 10 ff. 
' Luke ii. 2.'i-28. So also Elizabeth, ii. 38. 
• Hatth. ii. ii, 6. Cf. Micah v. 2. 
• Mt. ii. 2. 8 Mt. ii. 16 f. 
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prophecy.1 His flight into Egypt and return to Naza- · 
reth are equally in fulfilment of prophecies.' John the 
Baptist, whose own birth as the forerunner of the Mes
siah had been foretold, 3 goes before him preparing the 
way of the Lord, and announcing that the .Messianic 
kingdom is at hand. According to the fourth Gospel, 
some of the twelve had been disciples of the Baptist, 
an<l follow Jesus on their master's assurance that he is 
the Messiah. One of these, Andrew, induces bis brother 
Simon Peter also to go after him by the announce
ment:-" We have found the Messiah, which is, being 
interpreted, the Christ" (i. 35ff. 41 ). And Philip tells 
Nathaniel:-" 'Ve have found him of w}wm Moses in 
the Law and the Prophets did write : Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, who is from Nazareth" (i. 45). 'Vhen he 
has commenced his own public ministry, Jesus is repre
sented as asking his disciples :-" 'Vho do men say that 
I am 1" and setting aside the popular conjectures that 
he is John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets, by the still more direct question :-" And 
whom do ye say that I am? Simon Peter answered 
and said :-Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." And in consequence of this recognition of his 
Mcssiahship, Jesus rejoins:-" And I say unto thee that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church."• 

I Mt. ii. 1; f. ' Mt. ii. 23. 
a I.uko i. 17 {cf. Mt. xi. 14, xvii. 12 f.; Mk. ix. 11 ff.), ii. 67 ff.; 

Mt. iii. 3; :Mk. i. 1 ff. 
4 Mt. xvi. 13-18; cf. Mk. viii. 29; Luke ix. 20. Neander says: 

"And because this oon,·iction, rooted in the depth of the soul, that .Jesus 
is the Messiah, is tho foundation upon which tho kingdom of God rests, 
Christ therefore names him in reference to this the ilock-man (Felsen
mann) and tho Rock upon which he should build tho overlaating Church." 
Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 449. 
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It is quite apart from our present object to point out the 
singular feats of exegesis and perversions of historical 
s~nse by which passages of the Old Testament are forced 
to show that every event in. the history, and even the 
startling novelty of a suffering and crucified Messiah, 
which to Jews was a stumbling-block and to Gentiles 
folly, 1 had been foretold by the prophets. From first 
to last the Gospels strive to prove that Jesus was the 
Messiah, and connect him indissolubly with the Old 
Testament. The Messianic key-note, which is struck at 
the outset, regulates the strain to the close. The dis
ciples on tlie way to Emmaus, appalled by the igno
minious death of their Master, sadly confide to the 
stranger their vanished hope that Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom they now merely call "a prophet mighty in word 
and deed before God and all the people," was the Christ 
"who was about to redeem Israel," and Jesus himself 
replies :-" 0 foolish and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets spake ! Was it not needful that the Christ 
(Messiah) should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory 1 And, beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself." 9 Then, again, when he appears to 
the eleven, immediately after, at Jerusalem, he says :
" 'These are the words that I spake unto you while I 
was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
are written in the law of Moses and the prophets and 
the Psalms concerning me.' Then opened he their un
derstanding that they might understand the Scriptures, 
and said unto them :-' Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and rise from the dead the third 
day.'" 3 

1 1 Cor. i. 23. 'Luko xxi'\". lii-li. 
I T,uko XXiV. 44-46. 
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The crucifixion and death of Jesus introduced the first 
elements of rupture with Judaism, to which they formed 
the great stumbling-block. 1 The conception of a suf
foring and despised Messiah could naturally never have 
occurred to a Jewish mind.' The first effort of Chris
tianity, therefore, was to repair the apparent breach by 
proving that the suffering Messiah had actually been 
foretold by the prophets ; and to re-establish the Mes
sianic character of Jesus, by the evidence of his resur
rection.3 But, above all, the momentary deviation from 
orthodox Jewish ideas regarding the Messiah was re
traced by the representation of a speedy second advent, 
in glory, of the once rejected Messiah to restore the 
kingdom of Israel, by which the ancient hopes of the 
people became reconciled with the new expectation of 
Christians. Even before the Ascension, the disciples are 
represented in the Acts as asking the risen Jes us :
" Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?" 4 There can be no doubt of the reality and 

1 Baur, K. 0. i. p. 39 ff.; N. T. Theol., p. 129 ff., 30S ff. ; Ewuld, 
Oesch. V. Isr., vi. p. 340; /Iuiurath, N. T. Zoitg., ii. 2te Aufl., p. 333 f. ; 
Der Ap. Paulus, 2te Aufl., p. 132; Houten, Zum Ev. Paul., u. s. w ., 
p. 40 ff., 98 ff.; /loltzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 366 f.; Milman, 
Hist. of Chr., i. p. 338 ff., 3S2 f.; Schwegler, Das nachap. Z., i. p. 91 f. ; 
WeM- tt. Hultzma1111, Oesch. V. Isr., ii. p. 518 f.; Wciuacker, Unters. cv. 
Oeech., p. 4i6 f. 

2 In the Gospels, the disciples are represented as not understanding 
such a representation, and Peter, immediately after the famous declara
tion," Thou art the Christ," rebukes Jesus for such an idea. Mt. xvi. 
21 ff.; cf. Mk. ix. 32; Luke ix. 45, xviii. 34, &c., &c. 

3 llcJur, N. T. Thcol., p. 30.'i ff.; Cred11er, Das N. T., i. p. 141 f.; 
/I<WM'ath, N. T., Zeitg., ii. p. 334 ff., 3H ; Holsten, Zurn Ev. Paulus, 
u. s. w., p. 98 ff.; Hultz111a1m, in Bunscn's llibelw., viii. p. 367 f.; Milm.1n, 
Hist. of Chr., i. p. 3,';6 ff.; Scl•wegler, Das nachap. Z., i. p. 91 ; Stra..,.,., 
])us Leb. Jesu, p. 305 f.; Weber u. /Ioltzma1m, Gosch. V. Isr., ii. p. 518 f, 

4 Acts i. 6. Hase pertinently obse!'Ves: "The Apostolic Church, both 
lt•iforo and after the destruction of .Torusalum, duyoutly exJl6Cted. frHlll 
Jay to day the return of Christ. If an interval of tl:ou~auds of yea?">:J 
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universality of the belief, in the Apostolic Church, in 
the immediate return of the glorified Messiah and speedy 
" end of all things." 1 

The substance of the preaching of the Apostles in Acts, 
simply is that Jesus is the Christ,2 the expected Mes
siah. 3 Their chief aim is to prove that his sufferings and 
death had been foretold by the prophets,• and that his 
resurrection establishes his claim to the title.5 The 
simplicity of the creed is illustrated by the rapidity with 
which converts are made. After a few words, on one 
occasion, three thousand 6 and, on another, five thousand 7 

are at once converted. No lengthened instruction or 
preparation was requisite for admission into the Church.8 

As soon as a Jew acknowledged Jesus to be the Mes
siah he thereby became a Christian.9 As soon as the 

(Jahrtausenden) occur bt:tweou both O\"onts, then there is either an error 
in the prophecy or in the tradition." Das Lebon Jcsu, 5to Aufl., p. 226. 

1 Urcd11er, Einl. N. T., i. p. 198; Das N. T. ii. p. 20 t:; Ewald, Gcsch. V. 
lsr., vii. p. 34 ff. ; Ilase, D&8 Leben Josu, p. 2:!6 f. ; Jowett, The Epistles 
of St. Paul, 1855, i. p. 96 ff.; Milma11, Hist. of Chr., i. p. 378, 418 f.; 
Renan, Les A~tres, p. 92; St. Paul, p. 248 f.; L'Antechri.st, p. 338 f.; 
.&u., Hi.st. Thcol. Chr., i. p. 423 ff.; Reville, Essais, p. 21; Zeller, Vor
trage, p. 221 ff. 

~ Cf. Acts ix. 22, ii. 36, v. 42, viii. 4 f., 35, x. 36 ff., xiii. 23 ff., x\·ii. 3, 
xriii. 5, 28, xxvi. 22 f. llegesippus says of J a.mes that ho was a witneBB 
both to Jews lllld Grooks that Jesus is the Christ. Euseb., II. E., ii. 25. 

1 Lechler, Das np. u. no.chap. Z., p. 16 f.; Neandr:r, Pflanzuug, 
p. 24 ff.; Renan, Les Ap6tros, p. 103; lleusa, Gosch. N. T., p. 20; Hist. 
ThcoL Chr., i. p. 283 f.; Schwegler, Das nacha.p. Z., i. p. 91. 

4 Acts ii. 23 ff., iii. 13 ff., xxvi. 22 f. 
• Acts ii. 31, iii. 261 iv. 33, v. 30 f., x. 40 ff. Soc references in note 3, 

p. 120. 
' Acts ii. 41. 
1 Acts iv. 4. There may be doubt as to tho number on this occa.sion. 
1 Hultzmann, in Bunsen's Ilibolw., viii. p. 365 f.; Neander, Pfla.nzuog, 

p. 2.5; tk Preuemi, Hist. trois pram. Siecles, i. p. 3i7; Zeller, Vorba~'t', 
l'· 202 r. 

• Ba1tr, Paulus, i. p. 49, ii. p. 134 f.; lJlcrk, Ilobriierbr., i. 1. p. 56 f.; 
llultzrna1111, in llunscu·s Bibolw., 'iii. p. 365 f.; Nea1uler, l'Jla11zw1g, 
p. 25; Rrm~. Hist. Theo!. Chr., p. 283 t: ; Scldfrma11n, I>ie Clcmoutinen, 
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three thousand converts at Pentecost made this con
fession of faith they were baptized.1 The Ethiopian is 
converted whilst passing in his chariot, and is imme
diately baptized,2 as ·are likewise Cornelius and his house
hold after a short address from·.Peter.3 The new faith 
involved no abandonment of the old. On the contrary, 
the advent of the Messiah was so essential a part of 
Judaic belief, and the Messianic claim of Jesus was so 
completely based by the Apostles on the fulfilment of 
prophecy-" showing by the Scriptures that Jesus is the 
Christ,"-that recognition of the fact rather constituted 
firmer adhesion to Mosaism, and deeper faith in the 
inviolable truth of the Covenant with Israel. If there 
had been no Mosaism, so to say, there could have been 
no Messiah. So far from being opposed either to the 
form or spirit of the religion of Israel, the proclamation 
of the Messiah was its necessary complement, and could 
only be intelligible by confirmation of its truth and 
maintenance of its validity. Christianity-belief in the 
Messiah-in its earlier phases, drew its whole nourish
ment from roots that sank deeply into Mosaism. It 
was indeed nothing more than Mosaism in a developed 
form. The only difference between the Jew and the 
Christian was that the latter believed the Messiah to 
have already appeared in Jesus, whilst the former still 
expected him ·in the future ;4 though even this difference 

p. 371 ff.; Schwtgler, Dae nachap. Zeit., i. p. 21; ZeUer, Vortrige, 
p. 202 f., 216 f. 

1Actsii.41. 'Acts viii. 3/Sf. 
• Acts x. 47 f. 
4 Baur, Paulus, i. JI• 49; K. G. i. p. 36 ff.; Crcdntr, Dae N. T., 

i. p. 2 f., p. 14 f., ii. p. 20 ff.; Gfriirer, K. G. i. p. 222; Ncatultr, Pflan
z1mg, p. 24 ff., 33 ff.; Nioolu3, Etudes, N. T., p. 237; ScMitmann, Die 
Clementinen, JI· 3il ff.; Jl'ebrr tt. lloltzmann, Oesch. V. lsr., ii. p. 516 f. ; 
Zelltr, Gescb. chr. K., JI· 6 f.; Vortragt'. JI· 202 f., 216 r. 
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TEACHING OF JESUS REGARDING MOSAISM. 123 

was singularly diminished, in appearance at least, by the 
Christian expectation of the second advent. 

It is exceedingly important to ascertain, under these 
circumstances, what was the impression of the Apostles 
as to the relation of believers to Judaism and to Mosaic 
observances, although it must be clear to any one who 
impartially considers the origin and historical antecedents 
of the Christian faith, that very little doubt can have 
existed in their minds on the subject. The teaching of 
Jesus, as recorded in the synoptic Gospels, is by no 
means of a doubtful character, more especially when the 
sanctity of the Mosaic system in the eyes of a Jew is 
borne in mind. It must be apparent that, in order to 
remove the obligation of a Law and form of worship 
believed to have been, in the most direct sense, instituted 
by God himself, the most clear, strong, and reiterated 
order would have been requisite. No one can reasonably 
maintain that a few spiritual expressions directed against 
the bare letter and abuse of the law, which were scarcely 
understood by the hearers, could have been intended to 
abolish a system so firmly planted, or to overthrow Jewish 
institutions of such antiquity and national importance, 
much less that they could be taken in this sense by 
the disciples. A few passages in the Gospels, there
fore, which may bear the interpretation of having fore
seen the eventual supersession of Mosaism by his own 
more spiritual principles, must not be strained to sup
port the idea that Jesus taught disregard of the Law. 
His very distinct and positive lessons, conveyed both by 
precept and practice, show, on the contrary, that not only 
he did not intend to attack pure Mosaism, but that he was 
undenttood both directly and by inference to recognise 
and confirm it. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
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states· to the disciples in the most positive manner:
"Think not that I ca.me to destroy the law or the pro
phets; I came not to destroy but to fulfil. For verily I 
say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall not pass from the Jaw, till all be accom
plished." 1 Whether the last phrase be interpreted: till 
all the law be accomplished, or till all things appointed 
to occur be accomplished, the effect is the same. One 
clear explicit declaration like this, under the circum
stances, would outweigh a host of doubtful expressions. 
Not only does Jesus in this passage directly repudiate any 
idea of attacking the law and the prophets, but, in repre
senting his mission as their fulfilment, he affirms them, 
and associates his own work in the closest way with 
theirs. If there were any uncertainty, however, as to 
the meaning of his words it would be removed by the 
continuation :-" 'Vhosoever, therefore, shall break oue 
of these commandments, even the least, and shall teach 
men t!01 he shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, he 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 2 It 
would be difficult for teaching to be more decisive in 
favour of the maintenance of the law, and this instruction, 
according to the first Synoptic, was specially directed to 
the disciples.3 'Vhen Jesus goes on to show that their 
righteousness must exceed that of the Scribes and Pha
risees, and to add to the letter of the law, as interpreted 
by those of old, his own profound interpret.atiou of its 

1 Ht. v. li, 18; cf. xxiii. 2 ff.; cf. Luko xvi. li. 
t Ht. v. 19. Hilgenfeld (Eiul. N. T. p. 469 f.) and some others consider 

t.his, u.a well as other parts of the Sermon on the Mount, to be inaerted 
as a direct attack upon Pauline teaching. 

1 Mt. v. 1, 2. llitachl, Entst. 11ltk. Kirche, p. 35; Hil.gm/eld, Einl. 
N. T., p. 469. 
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spirit, he only intensifies, without limiting, the operation 
of the law ; he merely spiritualises it. He does no more 
than this in his lessons regarding the observance of the 
Sabbath. He did not in point of fact attack the genuine 
Mosaic institution of the day of rest at all, but merely 
the intolerable literalism by which its observance had 
been made a burden instead of " a delight." He justified 
his variation from the traditional teaching and practice 
of his time, however, by appeals to Scriptural precedent.1 

As a recent writer has said : " .... the observance of the 
Sabbath, which had been intended to secure for weary 
men a rest full of love and peace and mercy, had become 
a mere national Fetish-a barren custom fenced in with 
the most frivolous and senseless restrictions." 2 Jesus 
restored its original significance. In restricting some of 
the permissive clauses of the Law, on the other hand, he 
acted precisely in the same spirit. He dealt with the 
Law not with the temper of a revolutionist, but of a 
reformer, and his reforms, so far from affecting its per
manence, are a virtual confirmation of the rest of the · 
code.3 Ritschl, whose views on this point will have 
some weight with apologists, combats the idea that Jesus 
merely confirmed the Mosaic moral law, and abolished 
the ceremonial law. Referri..ng to one particular point 
of importance, he says :-" He certainly contests the 
duty of the Sabbath rest, the value of purifications and 
sacrifices, and the validity of divorce ; on the other 
hand, he leaves unattacked the value of circumcision, 
whose regulation is generally reckoned as part of the 

1 Mt. xii. 3 ff. ; Mk. ii. 25 ff. ; Luke vi. 3 ff. 
s Farrar, Life of Christ, i. p. 3i5, cf. p. 431 f., ii. 115 ff. 
s RiUclil limits the application of much of the modification of tho law 

ascribed to Jesus to the disciples, as members of the " kingdom of God." 
Entst. altk. Kirche, p. 29 ff. 
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ceremonial law; and nothing justifies the conclusion that 
Jesus estimated it in the same way as Justin Martyr, 
and the other Gentile Christian Church teachers, who 
place it on the same line as the ceremonies. 'fhe only 
passage in which Jesus touches upon circumcision 
(John vii. 22) rather proves that: as an institution of 
the patriarchs, he attributes to it peculiar sanctity. 
Moreover, when Jesus, with unmistakable intention, con
fines his own personal ministry to the Israelitish people 
{Mk. vii. 27, Mt. x. 5, G), he thereby recognises their 
prior right of participation in the Kingdom of God, and 
also, indirectly, circumcision as the sign of the preference 
of this people. The distinction of circumcision from cere
monies, besides, is perfectly intelligible from the Old 
Testament. Through circumcision, to wit, is the Israelite, 
sprung from the people of the Covenant, indicated as 
sanctified by God ; · through purification, sacrifice, Sab
bath-rest must he continually sanctify himself for God. 
So long, therefore, as the conception of the people of the 
Covenant is maintained, circumcision cannot be aban
doned, whilst even the prophets have pointed to the 
merely relative importance of the Mosaic worship." 1 

Jesus everywhere in the Gospels recognises the divine 
origin of the law,' and he quotes the predictions of the 
prophets as absolute evidence of his own pretensions. To 
those who ask him ·the way to eternal life he indicates 
its commandments,' and he even enjoins the observance 
of its ceremonial rites.• Jesus did not abrogate the 

1 Ritachl, Ent.et. altk. Kirche, p. 34, cf. 46 f. 
' Mt. xv . .f, &c., &c. Paley aaye: "Undoubtedly our &viour assumes 

the divine origin of the Mosaic inatitntion." A View of the Evidencea, 
&c., &c., ed. Potts, 1860, p. 262. 

1 Mt. xix. 17 ; Mk. x. 17; Luke xviii. 18; x. 25 f., xv. 29, 31, 32. 
• Mt. viii. 4; Luke y. 14; John vii. 8. 
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Mosaic law ; but, on the contrary, by his example as well 
as his precepts, he practically confirmed it.1 

According to the statements of the Gospels, Jesus 
himself observed the prescriptions of the Mosaic law.2 

From his birth he had been brought up in its worship.3 

He was circumcised on the eighth day.• "And when 
the days of their purification were accomplished, ac
cording to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, even as it is 
written in the law of the Lord: Every male, &c., &c., 
and to give a sacrifice according to that which is said in 
the law of the Lord," &c., &c.' Every year his parents 
went to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover,6 and this 
practice he continued till the close of his life. " As his 
custom was, he went into the Synagogue (at Nazareth) and 
stood up to read." 7 According to the fourth Gospel, 
Jesus goes up to Jerusalem for the various festivals 
of the Jews, 8 and the feast of the· Passover, according 
to the Synoptics, was the last memorable supper eaten 

1 D'Eichthal, Les Evangiles, i. p. 43 ff.; Ewald, Gesch. V. Isr., vi. 
p. 430 f.; llau, Das Leb. Jesu, 6t.e Auft., p. 149 ff.; llaU81'ath, N. T. 
Zeitg., ii. 2t.e AuJl., p. 406 ff. ; Hilgttiftld, Einl. p. 45g f, ; HoltZTna11n, in 
Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 365 f.; Keim, Der gesch. Christus, 1866, 
p. 47 ff. ; Jesn v. Nazaro., ii., 1871, p. 242 ff., 263 ff.; Kiiftlin, Urspr. 
synopt. Evv., p. 11 ff. ; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 286 f. ; Lipaim, in 
Schftllkel'a Bib. Lex., i. p. 200; Neander, K. G. 1843, ii. p. 690 f.; Reuu, 
Hi.st. Theol. Chr., i. p. 165 f., 263; Ritac.hl, Entst. d. altk. Kirche, 2te 
.Auft., p. 28 ff., p. 45 ff., 140; Stap, Origines, p. 46 ff. Cf. Baur, N. T. 
Theol., p. 46 ff.; Straus11, Das Leh. Jesu, p. 209 ff., 217 ff. 

'Bl«k, Hebrierbr., i. p. 66; Ewald, Oesch. V. I11r., vi. p. 430 f,; 
L«hkr, Das ap. u. nachap. Zeit., p. 288 f. ; Ughtfoot, Eps. of St. Paul, 
Colosaian.s, &c., 18i6, p. 174 f.; Nea1uler, K. G. ii. p. 690 f.; Pftanzung, 
p. 47; .&uu, Thcol. Chr., i. p. 167 f., 263; Reville, Easais, p. ts; Stap, 
Origines, p. 4; f., 63. 

, Cf. Gal. iv. 4. • Luke ii. 21. 
• Luke ii. 22 ff. 1 Luke ii. 41. 
7 Luke iv. 16. 
• John v. 1, vii. 8, IO, x. 22 f., xi. 65, 66, xii. 1, 12; xiii. 1 f. 
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with his disciples,1 the third Synoptic representing him as 
saying: " With desire I desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer; for I say unto you that I shall not any 
more eat it until it be fulfilled iu the kingdom of God." 2 

However exceptional the character of Jesus, and however 
elevated his views, it is undeniable that he lived and died 
a Jew, conforming to the ordinances of the Mosaic law 
in all essential points, and not holding himself aloof from 
the worship of the Temple which he purified. The 
influence which his adherence to the forms of Judaism 
must have exerted over his followers 3 can scarcely be 
exaggerated, and the fact must ever be carefully borne in 
mind in estimating the conduct of the Apostles and of 
the primitive Christian community after his death. 

As befitted the character of the Jewish Messiah, the 
sphere of the ministry of Jesus and the arrangements for 
the proclamation of the Gospel were strictly and even 
intensely, Judaic. Jesus attached to his person twelve 
disciples, a number clearly typical of the twelve tribes of 
the people of Israel ; • and this reference is distinctly 
adopted when Jesus is represented, in the Synoptics, as 
promising that, in the Messianic kingdom," when the Sou 

' Mt. n:.vi. Ii ff.; Mk. xiv. 12 ft'.; Luke xxii. 7 ff. 
' Luke n:.ii. Hi f. 
, Ewald, Oesch. V. lsr., vi. p. 430 f.; Ltehler, Das ap. u. nachap Z. 

p. 288 f.; Neander, Pflanzung, p. 47; K. G., ii. p. 590. 
' Delituch, Urspr. Matth. Ev., p. 89 f. ; Ewald, Oesch. V. Isr., v. 

p. 388; Gfriirer, Das Jahrh. des Hails, ii. p. 369 f.; GUaeler, Entst. echr. 
Evv., p. 127 f.; Hast, Das Lab. Jeeu, p. 139 ff.; Hauarath, in Schenkel's 
Bib. Lex., i. p. 186; Keim, Jesu v. Nazara, ii. p. 303 f. ; Mo1l1eim, Inst. 
Hist. Eccles. smc. i., pars. i. c. iii. § 6; Nea11der, Das Leben Jesu, ite 
Aufl., p. 144 ff.; de Preaatt1se, Hist. trois prom. Si~cles, i. p. 376; Rems, 
Theol. Ohr., ii. p. 347; Rit~cld, Das Ev. Marcions, p. 185; &herer, Rev. 
da Thool., iv. 18.'>9, p. 340 f.; Scholten, Het paulin. Ev., p. 100; &h""'g
kr, Das nachap. Z., ii. p. 46; Stap, Origines, p. 47 f.; Strama, Das I..eb. 
Jesn, p. 2i0; Wtiaae, Die cnng. Oeschichte, ii. p. 394; de Jl'etft, Einl. 
N. T., p. 179. 
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of l\Ian shall sit on the throuc of his glory," the Twelve 
also "shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel ; " 1 a promise whi~h, according to the 
third Synoptist, is actually made during the last supper.2 

In the Apocalypse, which, "of all the writings of the 
New Testament is most thoronghly Jewish in its language 
and imagery," 3 the names of the twelve Apostles of the 
Lamb are written upon the twelve foundations of the 
wall of the heavenly Jerusalem, upon the twelve gates of 
which, through which alone access to the city can be 
obtained, are the names of the twelve tribes of the children 
of Israel.• Jesus himself limited his teaching to the 
Jews, and was strictly " a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto 
the fathers." 5 To the prayer of the Canaanith;h woman: 
"Have mercy on me, 0 Lord, Son of David," unlike 
his gracious demeanour to her of the bloody issue,6 Jesus, 
at first, it is said, " answered her not a word ; '' and ~vrn 
when besought Ly the disciples-not to heal her daughter, 
but-to "send her away," he makes the emphatic 
declaration : " I was not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel." 7 To her continued appeals he lays 

1 Mt. xi."t. 28. ' Luke xxii. 30. 
• Lightfoot, St. Paul's Ep. to the Galatians, 4th ed., p. 343. 
• Rev. xxi., 12, H. 
' Rom. xv. 8. Alford, Greek Test., i. p. 164 f.; D'Eichthal, Lea 

Evangile!!, i. p. 47 ff.; Iloltzmam1, in Bunsen's Bibelw. iv., 1864, p. 57; 
Jfmwrath, N. T. Zeitg., ii. p. 407 f.; llilynifeld, Die Evangelien, p. 86 f.; 
Kdm, Jesu v. N87:., ii. p. 405 ff.; Kl~termmm, Das Marcusevang, 1867, 
p. 100 f.; Meyer, Ev. Matth., 5te Autl., p. 251, p. :HO f.; !tfoahfim, Inst. 
Hist. Eccles., i. pars i. c. iii. §§ 6, 7 ; Neander, Dal! I,eb. Jet<u, p. 369; 
Renan, Vie de Jesus, xiii. ed., p. 458 f.; Rema, Theol. Chr., ii. p. 346 f.; 
Riht:M, Entst. altk. Kirche, p. 34, 141; Stra!U8, Das Leb. Jesu, p. 217 ff.; 
Wi:i.-, Die ev. Gesch., 1838, ii. p. 61. Cf. Ewald, Die drei erst. Evv., 
p. 2-li f., 266. 

• Matth. ix. 22. 
1 Thia expression does not occur in the parallel in Mark. 

\'OL. lit. K 
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down the principle : "It is not lawful to take the 
children's bread and cast it to the dogs." If after these 
exclusive sentences the boon is finally granted, it is as of 
the crumbs 1 which fall from the master's table.2 'l'he 
modified expression 3 in the second Gospel : " Let the 
children first be filled : for it is not meet to take the 
children's hrcad and cast it to the dogs;" does not 
affect the case, for it equally represents exclusion from 
the privileges of Israel, and the .:\lessianic idea fully con
templated a certain grace to the Leatheu when the children 
were filled. The expression regarding casting the chil
dren's bread "to the dogs " is clearly in reference to the 
Gentiles, who were so called by the Jews.• A similar, 
though still stronger use of such expressions, might be 
pointed out in the Sermon on the Mount in the first 

• These +ixca, it is supposed, may moan the morsels of bread on which 
the hands were wiped after they had, in Eastern fushion, been thrUJ>t 
into the dishes before them. 

t Mt. xv. 22 ff.; cf. Mk. vii. 2S ff. Some oommentatore, as Kuinoel, 
Lange, Ebraro, Wordsworth, Farrar, Baur, and others, read the words 
of Jesus, throughout, either as a trial of the woman's faith, tlr not 
eeriously to be understood in their obvious sense. 

I MeyM" (Ev. Mark. u. Luk., P• 99 f.) considers the .1t/>ff JTpO.rov xopnUT-
8ij11CU .,.a TtlCWJ of the eeoond Synoptic a modification of later tradition. He 
holds that the episode in Mt. has the impreas of gt'98ter originality. So 
also Weiu, Dae Marcusev. erklart, 1872, p. 2.H ff. ; SchoU"''• Dae ii.It. 
Evang., p. 157 f. ; Ewald, Drei erst. Evv., p. 266; J, .. Wr-tte, K. Erkl. 
Evv. dos Luk. u. Yark., 1846, p. 203; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., ii. p. 407, anm. 

• Bau11i.gartm-Crmi1u, Comm. Ev. Matth., 18·H, p. 272; HisN1men~r, 
Ent.decktes Judenthum, i. p. 713 ft'., ii. p. 630, 635 f.; llilgen.feM, Die 
Evangelien, p. 86 f.; Einl., p. 479; Holtzmatm, in Bunsen's Bibelw., iv. 
p. S7; Keim, Jesu v. Nazara, ii. p. 407, anm. 4; K/0$termmm, Das Mar
cueev. p. 157; Ligl1(foot, lloml Hehr., Work!!, xi. I'· 220; Jfeyf:f', Ev. 
Matth., p. 340 f.; de Wette, K. Erkl Ev. Matth., 4te Aull., p. 901 ; 
Wordeworth, Greek Teet., The ~'our Gospels, p. a.5. Dr. Wordsworth says: 
" """°piotf] ctm. Not that our Lord regarded them as such, but because 
they were so called by the Jews, whose language he adopte. ""vcipu>" is a 
contemptuous diminuth-e." Greek Test., The Pour 0011pels, On Mt. x". 
26, p. li.i. Many crili<';i argue that the diminutive icwapui for """H 
remoyes the offonsi re term from the he.athen. 
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Gospel (vii. 6) : " Give not that which is holy unto the 
dogs, neither cast your pearls before swine." It is 
certain that the Jews were in the habit of speaking of 
the heathen both as dogs and swine-unclean animals,
an<l Hilgenfeld, 1 and some other critics, see in this verse a 
reference to the Gentiles. We do not, however, press this 
application which is, and may be, disputed, but merely 
mention it and pass on. There can be no doubt, how
ever, of the exclusive references to the Gentiles in the 
same sermon, and other passages, where the disciples are 
enjoined to practise a higher righteousness than the 
Gentiles. " Do not even the publicans. do not 
even the Gentiles or sinners the same things." 2 "Take 
no thought, &c., for after all these things do the Gentiles 
i:;eek; but seek ye, &c., &c." 3 The contrast is precisely 
that put with some irony by Paul, making use of the 
common Jewish expression ''sinner" as almost equivalent 
for " Gentile ; "• In another place the first Synoptic 
represents Jesus as teaching his disciples how to deal 
with a brother who sins against them, and as the final 
resource, when every effort at reconciliation and justice 
has failed, he says : " Let him be unto thee as the 
Gentile (l8v1.1Co~) and the publican." (Mt. xviii. 17.) He 
could not express in a stronger way to a Jewish mind the 
idea of social and religious excommunication. 

The instructions which Jesus gives in sending out the 
Twelve, however, express the exclusiveness of the 

1 Hilgenjeld, Die Evangclien, p. 64; Einl., p. 470; Rerua, Thool. Chr., 
ii. p. 348. Cf. &lweUgm, Horai Hebr., p. 87; Keim, Jeau v. Na.zara, 
ii. p. -iOO, anm. 3; KO.Uin, Urspr. synopt. Evv., p. 178. 

2 Mt. v. 46 l., vi. 7 f. ; cf. Luke vi. 32 lf., where " sinners" is substi
tuted (or" Gentiles." 

1 Mt. vi. 31 f. ; cf. xx. 2S f. ; Luke xii. 30. 
• Gal. ii. IS; cf. Lig!tt/oot, St. Paul's Ep. to Gal., 4th ed., p. 114. 

K 2 
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Messianic mission, in the first instance at least, to the 
Jews, in a very marked manner. Jesus commands his 
disciples : "Go not into a way of the Gentiles (£fh,;;,.,,) and 
into a city of the Samaritans enter ~·e not ; but go rather 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, 
preach, saying: The kingtlom of hean·u is at hand." 1 

As if more emphatically tu mark the limitation of the 
mission, the assurance is seriously added : "For verily I 
say unto you, ye shall not haw gone over the cities of 
Ii:;rael, till the Sein of ~Ian come." 2 It will be observed 
that Jesus here charges t.l1e Twelve to go rather "to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel" in the same words 
that he employs to the Canaanitish woman to describe the 
exclusive destination of his own ministry. 3 In coupling 
the Samaritans with the Gentiles there is merely an ex
pression of the intense antipathy of the Jews against 
them, as a mixe1l arnl, we may say, renegade race, 
exclu<led from the Jt•wish worship although circumcisetl, 
intercourse with whom is to this day almost regarded as 
pollution.• The third Gospel, which omits the restrictive 
im1tructio11s of .Tesus to the Twelve given by the first 
~ynoptist, intro<luccs another episode of the same des
cription: the appointment and miio:sion of Seventy <lis
ciples,6 to which we must very briefly refer. No mention 
whatever is made of this incident in the other Gospels, 
and these disciples arc not referred to in any other part of 
the New Testament. 6 Even Eusebius remarks that no 

1 Mt. x. 5-7 ; cf. Mk. iii. 13 f., ,.i. 7 ff.; Luke ix. 1 ff. 

• Mt. x. 23. 1 Mt. xv. ; cf. Acts iii. 2.:;, 26, xiii. 46. 
4 Farrar, Life of Christ, i. 208 f. 
1 Luke x. l ff. We need not discuss the preci1.1'l numbor, whether 70 

or 72. Tho very same WJeortainty exists rega1ding the number of the 
elders and of the nations. 

• J~ven 1'!.i~r11rh i" "tni"k hy thi" 11ing11lar fart. "It j,. remarkable;• 
ho !lllY"• "th11t no furthl'r mt>ntion of the Sf'Tl'nty di1'Cipl<'8 of Christ 
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eatalogue of them is anywhere given,1 awl, after namiug 
a few persons, who were said by tradition to hav~ been 
of their numher, he poiuts out that more tha11 seventy 
disciples appear, for instance, accoriling to the testimony 
of Paul.2 It will be observed that the instructions, at 
least in considerable part, supposed to be given to the 
Seventy in the third. Synoptic arc, in the first, the very 
instructions given to the Twelve. There has been much 
discussion regarding the whole episode, which need not 
J1ere be minutely referred to. For various reasons the 
nutiority of t'ritics impugn its historical character.3 A 
large number of these, as well as other writer8, con
sider that the nan·ative of this appointment of seveuty 
1lisciples, the nurnher of the uatio118 of the earth 
ael'ording to Jewi8h ideas, was int.rotluced in Pauline 
universalistic interest,• or, at lcai:;t, that the number is 

'.Luke x. 1) occurs in the N. T., a.ud that uo crcuiLlc tradition regarding 
them is preserved." Die Kirche im ap. Zeit .. I'· 79, anm. 2. 

1 TW a' ;{l&,.~tcovra ,.aDr,r.,,,, tcaT&Auyor ,.,,, o~lr oMa,.ij cf>£f>£Ta'· E11Mb. 
H.F.. i. 12. 

: KAM Tin• ;{J&,.~tcovra a• 1r'Aflovr Toil u<Mijpor 1rfc/>n11i11m µaDr,rar tupoir &11 
iwaTrtPfiuar, ,.ap.n,P' XP°'I""°' T<j> IlavX'I', "· T. X. lb. : cf. 1 Cor. xv. 5 ff. 

3 Baur, Unten. kan. Evv., p. 434 f., 498 ff.; Dut•iJ11<;11, Int. N. T., ii 
p. H f.; Ewald, Die drei erst. Evv., p. 284 f.; Oesch. V. Isr., v. p. 392 £ ; 
fl/riirer, Das Jahrh. dee Heils, ii. p. 371 f.; Die heil. Sage, i. p. 231 fl.: 
Ila«, Das Leb. Jesu, p. 200 f.; lldtzma1m, Die synopt. Evv., 1863, 
p. 392 f. ; Ktim, Jeeu v. Nazara, ii. p. 332 ff., 329 f., iii. p. 8 ff.; K0atli11, 
Unpr. synopt. Evv., p. 267 ff.; Kriiger- Velthmm, Das Leben Jesu, 
1S"i2, p. 173, awn.•; Rman, I.es Evangiles, 1877, p. 270 ft.; RitaclJ, Das 
Ev. llarcions, p. 185 ff.; Scl1erer, Rev. de Theo!., iv., 1859, p. 340 f. ; 
&~achtr, EinL N. T., 11H5, p. 274; Scholten, Het paul. Ev., 
r. 99 ff.; Schwtgltr, Das nachap. Z., ii. p. 45 fl.; Strauaa, DllB Leb. Jesu, 
p. 274 ff.; Weiaae, Die ev. Oesch., i. p. 405 f.; JVeiuacl'fr, Unten. ev. 
Oeech., p. 409 f.; de Wette, Ev. Lucas u. Marc., 3te Aull., p. 78 ff. ; 
Zelkr, Apg., p. 41, 448. Cf. /lilyenftld, Die Evo.ngelien, p. 183 ff.; Die 
Evv. Jwitins, p. 3.l6 f. 

• Baur, Unten. kan. Evv., p. 435 f., 498 f.; K. G. i. p. 76, anm. 1; 
N. T. Theol., p. 329 f.; Blttk, Einl., p. 283 f.; Dama<m, Int. N. T., 
ii. p. 44 f.; Gi,,1eler, Entst. schr. En., p. 127 f.; -Kdm, Jesu v. Naz., 
ii. p. 329; iii. p. 10 ff.; KiUlin, Urspr. syn. Evv., p. 267; Lechler, Das 
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typical of Geutile conversion, in contrast with that of the 
'fwelve who represent the more strictly Judaic limitation 
of the Messianic mission ; and they seem to hold that the 
preaching of the seventy is represented as not confined to 
Judrea, but as extending to Samaria, and that it thus de
noted the destination of the Gospel also to the Gentiles. 
On the other ha11d, other critics, many, though by no 
means all, of whom do not question the authenticity of the 
passage, are dispost!<l to deny the Pauline tendency, and 
any special connection with a mission to the Gentiles, 
and rather to see in the number seventy a reference to 
well-known J udaistic institutions.1 It is true that the 
number of the nations was set down at seventy by Jewish 
tradition,2 but, 011 the other haud, it was the number of 
the elders chosen by l\Ioses from amongst the children of 
Israel by God's command to help him, and to whom 
God gave of his spirit. ; 8 and also of the national 

ap. u. nachap. Z., p. 1S7; Vlahauireu, Bihl. Comm. i. 2. 4t.e Aufi., p. 591; 
Rman, Lee Evangiles, 18i7, p. 270 ff.; .&uu, Theol. Chr., ii. p. 34i f.; 
Rit8chl, Dae Ev. Marcions, p. 185 f. ; Schertr, Rev. de Theol., iv., 1809, 
p. 340 f.; SchcU.e11, Het paul. Ev., p. 100 f.; Sclit.Vt,glrr, Dae nachap. 
Z., ii. p. 45 f.; Straua1, Daa J..eb. Jeeu, p. 2i4 ff.; Volkmar, Die Rel. 
Jeeu, p. 308, 325; de Wette, Ev. Luc. u. Marc., p. 79; Einl. N. T., 
p. li9; Zelfer, Apg., p. 41, 448. Cf. Oosteme, Dae Ev. n. Lukas, 3te 
Aufi., p. 162 f. 

1 Baumyarle11-Crusius, Ev. des Mark. u. Lukas, 1845, p. i2; Bt11!}'l. 
Onom. N. T., p. 29.J; Ebr(/rd, Wit!s. Kr. ov. Gel!Ch., p. 418 f. ; Ewald, 
Die drei erst. Evv., p. 284 f. ; cf. Die .Altert.h. d. V. Isr. 3te Aufl., 
p. 328 ff.; Farrar, Life of Christ, ii. p. 99; Gfrorer, Das Jahrh. d. 
Heile, ii. p. 371 f. ; Die heil. Sage, i . p. 235; Holtzmann , Die synopt. 
Evv., p. 392 f,: Kuin~l, Comm. N. T., ii. p. 4.)() f.; Meyer, Ev. des 
Mark. u. Lukas, p. 393 ff.; Weiu, Stud. u. Krit., 1861, p. ilO f . 
Cf . .Alford, Greek Test., i. p. 536 f.; Hrure, Daa Leb. Jeau, p. 200 f.; 
Sclileirrmac/1er, Einl. N. T., p. 2i4; Wordaworth, Greek Test., Four 
Gospels, p. 207. 

2 See S. R., i. p. 109 f.; Clem. Reoog., ii. 42; Epipha11ius, Haer., i. S; 
Eiammenger, Entd. Judenthum, ii. p. 3 ff., p. i36 f. 

' Numbers xi. 16 ff., 25 ff. Also the number of the sons of Jacob who 
went into Egypt, Oen. xlvi. 27. 
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Sauhe<lrin, wl1ich, according to the l\lisch11a, 1 still 
represented the Mosaic council. This view receives 
confirmation from the Clementine Recognitions in the 
following passage : " He therefore chose us twelve who 
first believed in him, whom he named Apostles; after
wards seventy-two other disciples of most approved 
goodness, that even in this way recognising the similitude 
of )loses the multitude might believe that this is the 
prophet to come whom Moses foretold." 2 The passage 
here referred to is twice quoted in the Acts : " Moses 
indeed said : A prophet will the Lord our God raise up 
unto you from among your brethren, like unto me," 
&c.3 On examination, we do not find that there is any 
grouud for the assertion that the seventy disciples were 
sent to the Samaritans or Gentiles, or were in any way 
connected with universalistic ideas. Jesus had " sted
fastly set his face to go to Jerusalem," and sent 
messengers before him who " went and entered into a 
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him," but 
they repulsed him, " because his face was as though he 
would go to Jerusalem." • There is a decided break, 
however, before the appointment of the seventy. "After 
these things (µ.Era raiiTa) the Lord appointed seventy 
others also, and sent them two and two before his face 
iuto every city aud place whither he himself was about to 
come." 5 There is uot a single word lh the instructio11s 

I 8anhedr. i, 6. 
2 Noe ergo primos elegit duodecim sibi credentes, quos Apostolos nomi

navit, postmodum alios septuaginta duos probatissimos discipulos, ut 
vel hoc modo recoguita imagin11 Moysis crederet multitudo, quia hie 
est, quem praedixit Moysit; venturum prophetam. Recog. i. 40. Cf. 
Hilyenfeld, Die Evv. J ustins, p. 356 f. Jlilgeu/eld suggests the possibility 
of an earlier tradition out of which both the third Synoptist and the 
l1ementines may have drawn their materials. 

i Acta iii. 22, vii. 37; cf. Deuteron. xviii. 18. 
• Luke ix . .?I ff. ' Luke x. 1. 
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given to them which justifies the condusion that they 
were seut to Samaria, and only the inference from the 
number seveuh· taken as t'·pical uf the uations SUO'aests • , ./ , 00 

it. That inference is not sufficient))· attested, and the 
slightne~s of the use made of the seventy di~ciples in the 
third Gospd-this occasion being the only one on which 
they are mentioned, and no specific intimation of any 
mission to all people being here given-does not favour 
the theory of l'auliue tendency. So far as we are 
concemcd, however, the point is unimportant. Those 
who assert the universalistic character of the episode 
generally deny its authenticity; most of those who accept 
it as historical deny its universalism. 

The order to go and teach all nations, however, by no 
means carries us beyond strictly Messianic limits. 'Vhilst 
the Jews expecte1l the Messiah to restore the people of 
Israel h> their own Holy Land and crown them with un
exampled prosperity and peace, revenging their past 
sorrows upon their enemies, and granting them supremacy 
over all the earth, they likewise held that one of the 
~lessianic glories was to be the conversion of the Gentiles 
to the worship of Jaln·ch. This is the burden of the 
prophets, and it requires no proof. The Jews, as the 
people with whom God had entered into Covenant, were 
first to be received into the kingdom. "Let the children 
first be filled," 1 and then the heathen might partake of the 
bread. Regardiug the ultimate conversion of the Gentiles, 
therefore, there was no doubt; the only questions were as 
to the time and the conditions of admission into the 
national fellowship. As to the time, there never had 
been any expectation that the heathen could be tumetl to 
Jahveh m numbers before the appearance of the 

I M\, '\"W. 2i. 
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~lessiah, but converts to Judaism had been made in all 
ages, and after the dispersion, especially, the influence of 
the Jews upon the professors of the effete and expiring 
religions of Rome, of Greece, and of Egypt was very great, 
and numerous proselytes adopted the faith of Israel, 1 and 
were eagerly sought for 2 in spite of the abusive terms in 
which the Talmudists spoke of them.3 The conditions 
on the other hand were perfectly definite. The cas~ of 
converts had been early foreseen and provided for -in 
the Mosaic code. 'Vithout referring to minor points, we 
may at once say that circumcision was indispensable to 
admission into the number of the children of Israel." 
Participation in the privileges of the Covenant could only 
he secured by accepting the mark of that Covenant. Very 
many, however, had adopted Judaism to a great extent, 
who were not willing to undergo the rite requisite to full 
admission into the nation, and a certain modification had 
gradually been introduced by which, without it, strangers 
might be admitted into partial communion with Israel. 
There were, therefore, two classes of proselytes,6 the first 
called Proselytes of the Covenant or of Righteousness, 
who were circumcised, obeyed the whole Mosaic law, and 

1 Cred1tff', Da11 N. T., i. p. i2 f., 192 f., anm. 4; con Dollinger, Heiden
thum u. Judenthum, 18Ji, p. 628 C.; Ewald, Gesch. V. Tur., vi. p. 368ff.; 
Hauaralh, N. T. Zcitg., ii. p. 111 ff.; Lecliler, Das ap. u. nachap. Z., 
p. 239; Schnecke11burger, Vories. N. T. Zeitgesch., 1862, p. 67 ff. 

' Mt. xxiii. 16. 
> They were said to be "as a scab to Israel." Bab. Yiddah. fol. xiii. 

2; Lightfoot, Hone. Hehr., Works, xi. p. 282. 
• Exod. xii. 48; Numb. ix. 14; cf. Ex. xii. 19, &c., &c. 
• Crtdner, Das N. T., ii. p. 2i f.; vou Dollinger, Heidenth. u. Judcnth., 

p. 806; Christenthum u. Kirche, p. 49; Ewald, Gasch. V. Isr., vi. 
p. 379 f. ; HauMath, N. T. Zeitg., ii. p. 116 ff. ; Ligl1tfoot, Galatians, 
p. 286; Milma11, Hist. of Chr., i. p. 38:?, note b; Nemuler, K. G. 2te 
AuJl., i. p. 113 ff.; Sclmecke11burger, N. T. Zeitg., p. GS ff.; Steiner, 
Schenkel's Bib. Lex. s. "'· Pro!!('llyten ; Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, 
iii. s. v. Proeel te &c. 
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were folly incorporated with Israel, and the other called 
J'rosel)·tes of the Gate, 1 or worshippers of Jahveh, who 
in the .Kew Testament are commonly called oi cnfJOJL&01. 

rov 0Eov, or oi ooE/JE'i.<;. These had not undergone the 
rite of circumcision, and therefore were not participators 
in the Covenant, but merely worshipped the God of 
Israel,' and were ouly compelled to observe the seven 
.N'oachian prescriptions. These Prosel)ies of the Gate, 
however, were little more than on sufferance. They 
were excluded from the Temple, and even the Acts of 
the Apostles represent it to he pollution for a .Tew to 
have intercourse with them: it requires direct Divine 
intervention to induce Peter to go to Cornelius, and to 
excu8e his doing so in the eyes of the primitive Church.3 

Nothing short of circumcision and full observance of the 
~fosaic law could secure the privileges of the Covenant 
with Israel to a stranger, and in illustration of this we 
may again point to the Acts, where certain who came from 
Judrea, members of the primitive church, teach the 
Christians of Antioch : " Except ye have been circum
cised after the custom of Moses ye cannot be saved." 4 

1 We need not discuss the chronology of this ola99. 
' It ie scarcely necessary to speak of the well-known case of 17.ates, 

King of Adiabene, related by Josephus. The Jewish merchant Ananias, 
who teaches him to wortlbip God according to the religion of the Jews, is 
v;illiug, evidently from the special emergency of the caae and the danger 
of forcing lzated fully to embrace Judaism in the face of his people, to 
let him remain a mere Jahveh worshipper, only partially conforming to 
the I..aw, and remaining uncircumcised·; but another Jew from Galilee, 
Eleazer, versed in Jewish learning, points out to him that, in neglecting 
circumcision, he breaks the principal point of the Law. I:1.ates then ba.s 
himself circumcised. J1wpl111a, Antiq. xx. 2. § a f. 

1 Acts x. 2 ff, xi. 2 ff. Dr. Lightfoot says: "The Apostles of the 
circumcision, even St. Peter him.self, bad failed hitherto to comprehend 
the wide purpoeo of God. With their fellow-countrymen they still •held 
it unlawful for a Jew to keep company with an alien' (Acts x. 2S)." 
Galatians, p. 290. • Acts xv. 1. 
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This will be more folly shown as we proceed. The con
version of the Gentiles was not, therefore, iu the least 
degree an idea foreign to Judaism, but, on the contrary, 
formed an intimate part of the Messianic e%pectation of 
the later prophets. The conditions of admission to the 
privileges and promises of the Covenant, however, were 
full acceptance of the Mosaic law, .and submission to the 
initiatory rite.1 'fhat small and comparatively insignifi
cant people, with an aITogance that would have been 
ridiculous if, in the influence which they have actually 
exerted over the world, it had not been almost sublime, 
not only supposed themselves the sole and privileged 
recipients of the oracles of God, as his chosen and peculiar 
people, but they contemplated nothing short of universal 
submission to the Mosaic code, and the supremacy of 
Israel over all the earth. 

\Ve are now better able to estimate the position of the 
Twelve when the death of their Master threw them on 
their own resources, and left them to propagate his 
Gospel as they themselves understood it. Born a .Jew 
of the race of David, accepting during his life the cha
racter of the promised Messiah, and dying with the 
mocking title '' King of the Jews " written upon his 
cross, Jesus had left his disciples in close communion 
with the Mosaism which he had spiritualized aud ennobled, 
but had not abolished. He himself had taught them 
that " it becomes us to fulfil all righteousness," and, 
from his youth upwards, had set them the example of 

1 Alford, Greek Test., ii. p. 109; Cretlner, Das N. T., ii. p. 20 f., .'iG ft'.; 
wn J)Qlli111Jer, Christ. 1L Kirche, p. 49 ; Elmml, zu Ol.Bhausen, Apg., 
p. 159 f.; .Uchkr, Das ap. u. nachap. Z., p. :!38 ff.; NNndr.r, Pflanzung, 
p. 24 ; Olahauae11, Apg., p. 168 ft'.; de Pruan18e, 'frois p1·em. Siccles, i. 
372 f.; Pjl~er. Der Paulinismus, p. 284 ff.; Rit8clil, Entat. altk. K., 
p. 141 f.; 8chliemam1, Die Clementinen, p. 378 ff. ; Stup, Origines, 
p. 43 ff. 
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enlightened ohserva11ce of the Mm;aic law. His precept 
had not belierl his example, and whilst in strong terms 
\YC find him inculcating the permanence of the Law, it is 
certain tl1at""he left no order to disregard it. He con
fine'l his own preaching to the Jews; the first ministers 
of the ~Iessiah r<>presented the tweh·e trih~s of the people 
of Israel ; and the first Christians were of that nation, 
with no distinctive worship, hut practising as before the 
whole Mosaic ritual. What Neander says of "many," 
may, we think, be referred to all: " That J esns faithfully 
observed the form of the .Jewish law served to them as 
evide11ce that this form should e\·er preserve its value." 1 

As a fact, the Apostles and the early Christians continued 
as Lefore assiduously to practise all the observances of 
the Mosaic law, to frequent. the Temple 2 and adhere to 
the mmal strict forms of Judaism. 3 In addition to the in
fluence of the example of Jesus and the powerful effect 
of national habit, there were many strong reasons which 
obviously must to Jews have rendered abandonment of 
the law as ditlicult as submission to its full requirements 
must have been to Gentiles. Holding as they did the 
Di\·ine origin of the Old Testament, in which the obser
vance of the Law was inculcate<l on almost every page, 

1 Pfla.nzung, u. s. w., p. -17. 
2 Acts ii. 46, iii. I, v. 20, -12, xxi. 20-2i, xxii. Ii, &c., &c. 
3 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 49; B/Fel.·, Hebriierbr., i. 1. p. 56 C.; l'ttd11N", 

Dn11 N. T., ii p. 20 ff.; Haun-ath, N. T. Zeitg., ii. p. 360; Holtzmar111, in 
Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 36S C.; Lechler, Das a.p. u. nacha.p. Zeit., 
p. 281 f., 28i ff.; I.iyldjoot,, Ga.latinns, I'· 2SS f., 28i, 300 f.; Li]>6ius, iu 
8che11kel's Bib. Lex., i. p. 202 f.; N~m1der, Pfianzung, p. 33 r.; Nicolati, 
Etudes N. T., p. 237 f.; d~ Pr~saensi, Trois prem. Siecles, i. p. 372 f., 
377 C., 410; llems, Oesch. N. T., p. 22 C.; TliCol Chr., i. p, 290 ff.; 
I'.Rvi~. E888i8, p. Iii, 19 C.; Riuchl, F..ntst. altk. K., p. 124 f., 140 ff. ; 
llothe, Anf"ange chr. Kirche, i. p. 142 f., 316 ff.; &/1liemmm, Clementinen, 
P· 371 ff. l Slap, 0l'igines, p . .52 ff.; Jreb.:r 11. Holtzmann, Oesch. V. Isr., ii. 
p . .'J67 f.; Z·1hr, Gosch. rhr. K., p. 5 f.; Yol'hiige, p. 21. 
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it would have been impossible, without couutcr-teaching 
of the most peremptory and convincing character, to have 
shaken its supremacy ; hnt beyond this, in that theocratic 
commuuity Mosaism was not only the condition of the 
Co,·enant, and the key of the Temple, but it was also the 
diploma of citizenship, and the bond of social and politi
cal life. To abandon the observance of the Law was 
not only to resign the privilege and the distinctive cha
racteristic of Israel, to relinquish the faith of the Patri
archs who were the glory of the nation, and to forsake a 
divinely appointed form of worship, without any recog
nized or even indicated substitute, but it severed the only 
link between the iudividual and the people of Israel, and 
left him in despisc1l isolation, an outcast from the com
munity. They had no idea, however, that any such 
sacrifice was required of them. They were simply Jews 
believing in the Jewish l\Iessiah, an<l they held that all 
things else were to proceed as before, until the glorious 
second coming of the Christ.1 

The Apostles and primitive Christians continued to 
hold the national belief that the way to Christianity 
lay through Judaism, and that the observance of 
the law was obligatory and circumcision necessary to 
complete communion.2 Paul describes with uuappeased 

1 Neander, Ptlanzung, JI· 33 f. 
2 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 137 f.; Creduer, Das N. T., ii. p. 20 ff., 26 ff; t'Oll 

DOllinger, Christ. u. Kirche, p." 48 f., 58, 62 ; llar~rath, N. T. Zeitg., ii. 
p. 406 ff.; in Schenkel'11 Bib. Lox., i. p. 190 f.; LigJ.tfoot, Galatians, 
p. 285 f., 290; Lipairu, in Schenkel's Bib. Lex., i. p. 200, 202 f. ; Milman, 
Hist. of Chr., i. p. 3jj f., 382 f. ; Neaiidt:r, Pflanzung, p. 24, 668 f.; K. (}., 
ii. p. li90f.; Nicolcu, Etudes N. 'f., p. 237 f.; Pfleiderer, Der PaulinismW!, 
p. 2S-I f.; de Preawlfi, Trois prem. Siecles, p. 372 f.; Reus~, 066Ch. N. T., 
p. 22; 'fheol. <.:hr., i. p. 291 fl'., 29-1, 307; ii. p. 343; Ritachl, Ent.st. 
altk. Kiruhe, p. Hi; &Jdi~111<11111, Clementinen, p. 378 ff.; Stap, Origino-;, 
p. Jfi f.; Zfller, Go!4Ch. chr. K. I'· ,j f.; Vortrage, p. 2CH ff. Cf. Ll'CMer, 
l>as 11p. 11. na<'hap. I'.., p. :!!:! If; //.,fl1f, Anflinb"C chr. K., p. H2 ff., 31 J ff. 
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irritation tile efforts made by the community of J erusa
lem, whose " pillars" were Peter, James, and John, to 
force Titus, a Gentile Christian, to be circumcised, 1 and 
even the Acts represent James and all the elders of the 
Church of Jerusalem as requesting Paul, long after, to 
take part with four Jewish Christians, who had a vow 
and were about to purify themselves and shave their 
heads and, after the accomplishment of the days of puri
fication, make the usual offering in the Temple, in order 
to convince the "many thousands there of those who 
have believed and are all zealous for the law," that it is 
untrue that he teaches : "all tile Jews who are among 
the Gentiles apostacy (a1Too-ra.ufuv) from Moses, saying 
that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither 
to walk after the customs," and to show, on the contrary, 
that he himself walks orderly and keeps the Law.2 As 
true Israelites, with opinions fundamentally unchanged 
by belief that Jesus was the Messiah, they held that the 
Gospel was specially intended for the people of the Cove
nant, and they confined their teaching to the Jews. s 

A Gentile whilst still uncircumcised, even although con
verted, could not, they thought, be received on an 

• Gal. ii. 3 tr. As we shall more fully d.isoUBS.this episode hereafter, it 
is not neceasary to do ao here. 

t Acts xxi. 18-26; cf. xv. i. Paul is also represented as eaying to 
the Jews of Rome that he has done nothing '' against the customs of their 
Fathers." · · 

a Dr. Lightfoot says: "Meanwhile at Jerusalem some years past away 
before the barrier of Juda.ism was assailed. The Apostles still observed 
the Mosaic ritual; they still confined their preaching to Jews by birth, 
or Jews by adoption, the proselytes of the Covenant," &c. Paul's Ep. to 
Gal. p. 287. Paley ea.ys : "It was not yet known to the Apostles, that 
they were nt liberty to propose the religion to mankind at large. That 
'mystery,' as St. Paul calls it (Eph. iii. 3-H), and as it fh(ln wn;i, was 
revealed to Pet.er by an especial miracle." A view of the Evidence, &:c., 
ed. Potts, 18iiO, p. 228. 
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equality with the Jew, but defiled him by contact.1 The 
attitude of the Christian Jew to the 1nerely Christian Gen
tile, who had not entered the community by the portal 
of Judaism, was, as before, simply that of the Jew to the 
proselyte of the Gate. 'fhe Apostles could not upon any 
other terms have then even contemplated the conversion 
of the Gentiles. Jesus had limited his own teaching to 
the Jews, an<l, according to the first Gospel, had posi
tively prohibited, at one time at least, their goiug to the 
Gentiles, or even to the Samaritans, an<l if there had been 
an order given to preach to all nations it certainly was 
not accompanied by any removal of the conditions speci
fied in the Law.2 It has been remarked that neither 
party, in the great discussion in the Church regarding the 
terms upon which Gentiles might be admitted to the pri
vileges of Christianity, ever appealed in support of their 
views to specific instructions of Jesus on the suLject.3 

The reason is intelligible enough. The Petrine party, 
supported as they were by the whole weight of the Law 
and of Holy Scripture, as well as by the example and tacit 
approval of the .Master, could not have felt even that 
degree of doubt which precedes an appeal tu authority. 

1 Acts x. 1 ff., 14, 28; xi. 1 ff. 
' Dr. Lightfoot says: " The Maater himself had left no express instruc

tiotlJ!. He had charged them, it is true, to preach the Gospel to all 
natiotlJ!, but how this injunction was to be carried out, by what changes 
a national Church must expand into an universal Church, they had not 
been told. He had indeed asserted the sovereignty of the spirit over the 
letter; he had enunciated the great principle-as wide in its application 
as the law itself-that ' mau was not made for tho Sabbath, but the Sab
bath for man.' He had pointed to the fulfilment of the law in the Gospel. 
So far he had discredited the law, but he had not deposed it or abolished 
it. It was left to the Apostle11 themselves under the guidance of the 
Spirit, moulded by circumstances and moulding them in turn, to work 
out the great change." St. Paul's Ep. to Gal. 286. 

s Gfriirer, Das Hciligthum und die Wahrheit, 1838, p. 386; Allg. 
K. G. i. p. 227 f. 
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The party of Paul, 011 the other hand, had uothing in 
their favour to which a specific app<.1al could have been 
made ; but in hi::; constant protest that he had not rc
cch·cJ his doctrine from mau, but had been taught it by 
direct re,·elation, the A post le of the Gentiles, who was 
the first to proclaim a substantial difference between 
Christiauity aud Judaism, 1 in reality en<leavoure<l to set 
aside the authority of tl1e J u<laistic party by an appeal 
from the earthly to the spiritualize<l l\lessiah. Even after 
the vii;it of Paul to Jerusalem about the year 50, the 
elder Apostles still retained the views which we ha,·u 
shown to have been inevitable un<lcr the circumstances, 
aud, as we learn from Paul himself, they still continued 
mere " Apostlci:; of the Circumcision," limiting their 
mission tu the J cws.2 

The Apostles aml the primith·e Christians, there
fore, after the death of their .Master, whom they believed 
to be the ~Iessiah of the Jews, having received his last 
instructions, and formed their final impressions of his 
views, remaine<l Jews, believing in the continued obli
gation to oLsern· the Law and, consequently, holding 
the initiatory rite ci:;sential to participation in the 
prh·ileges of the ('o,·enant. They heJ.I this not only 
as Jews believing in the J)j,·ine origin of the Old 
Testament an<l of the Law, but as Christians confirmed 
hy the example and the teaching of their Christ, whose 
very coming was a substantial ratificatio11 of the ancient 
faith of Israel. In this position they stood when the 

' flaur, N. T. Thoologie, 1864, JI· 128 ff.; K. G. i. p. 44 f .; Cr"1.11er. 
Das N. T., i. p. 156 ff.; Gfrorer, Allg. K. G., i. Jl. 232 f.; l/ilyr11J~ld, 
Einl., p. 222 ff. ; /lufsten, Zum Ev. Paulus u. Petr. , p. 236 f. et p11SEim; 
/loltz1mm11, in Bunl'en's Bibelw., mi. p. 369 ff.; LiJlsius, in Schenkel"s 
Jlib. IJ<'x .• i. p. 200 ff. ; Zellf'T, Oesch. chr. K., p. of. 

: (faJ. ii. 9. 
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Gospel, without their intervention, and mainly by the ex
ertions of the Apostle Paul, began to spread amongst the 
Gentiles, and the terms of their admission came into 
<1uestion. It is impossible to deny that the total removal 
of conditions, advocated by the Apostle Paul with all the 
vehemence and warmth of his energetic char~cter, and 
involving nothiug short of the abrogation of the Law and 
surrender of all the privileges of Israel, must have been 
shocking not only to the prejudices but also to the 
deepest religious convictions of men who, although Chris
tians, had not ceased to be Jews, and, unlike the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, had been directly and daily in contact 
with Jesus, without having heen taught such revoln
t ionary principles. From this point we have to proceed 
with our examination of the account in the Acts of the 
relation of the elder Apostles to Paul, and the solution of 
the difficult problem before them. 

TVL Ill L 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK, CONTINUED. 

8TEPHE~ THE MARTYR. 

BEFORE the Apost.le of the Gentiles himself comes 
on the scene, and is directly brought in contact with 
the Twelve, we have to study the earlier incidents 
narrated in the Acts, wherein, it is said, the emancipation 
of the Church from Jewish exclusiveness had already 
either commenced or been clearly anticipated. The first 
of these which demands our attention is the narrative of 
the martyrdom of Stephen. This episode, although 
highly interesting and important in itself, might, we con
sider, have beeu left unnoticed in connection with the 
special point now engaging our attention, but such 
significance has been imparted to it by the views which 
critics have discovered in the speech of Stephen, that we 
cannot pass it without attention. If this detention be, 
on the one hand, to be regretted, it wi11 on the other be 
compensated by the light which may be thrown on the 
composition of the Acts. 

We read 1 that in consequence of murmurs amongst 
the Hellenists against the Hebrews, that their widows 
were neglected in the daily distribution of alms, seven 
deacons were appointed specially to attend to such min
istrations. Amongst these, it is said, was St.ephen,2 

I Act.a vi. 1 ff. 
' lt is unneces.<iat-y to discuM whether Stephen W11S a Jew or Palestinian 
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"a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit." Stephen, it 
appears, by no means limited his attention to the material 
interests of the members of the Church, bnt being '' full 
of grace and power, <lid great wonders and signs (·rlpa:ra. 
1ea.t CTTJp.t:"ia. p.ey&.>..a.) amongst the people." " But there 
arose certain of those of the synagogue which is called 
(the synagogue) of the Libertines 1 and Cyrenians and 
Alexandrians and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disput
ing with Stephen ; and they were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. Then they 
suborned men who said: \Ye have heard him spe.ak blas
phemous words against Moses and God. And they stirred 
up the people and the elders and the scribes, and came 
upon him, and seized him, and brought l1im to the 
Council, aud set up false witnesses who said : This man 
ceaseth not to speak words against the holy place and the 
law; for we have heard him say, that Jesus, this Naza
rene, shall destroy this place, and shall change the cus
toms which Moses delivered to us." The high-priest asks 
him: Are these things so? And Stephen delivers an 
address, which has since been the subject of much discus
sion amongst critics and divines. The contents of the 
speech taken by themselves do not present any difficulty, 
so far as the sense is concerned, but regarded as a reply 
to the accusations brought against him by the false wit
nesses, the defence of Stephen has perhaps been inter
preted in a greater variety of ways than any other part 
of the New Testament. Its shadowy outlines have been 
used as a setting for the pious thoughts of subsequent 

or Hellenist extraction. The historic elements in the episode are too 
alight to render such a point either important or capable of determi
nation. 

1 The Libertines were probably Jewish freedmen, or the descendants of 
freedmen, who bad returned to Jerusalem from Rome. 

L 2 
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generations, an<l every imaginable intention has been as
lTibed to the proto-martyr, every possible or impossible 
reference detected in the phrases of his oration. This 
has mainly arisen from the imperfect nature of the account 
in the Acts, and the absence of many important details 
which has left criticism to adopt that "divinatorisch
combinatorische " procedure which is so apt to evolve 
any favourite theory from the inner consciousness. The 
prevailing view, however, amongst the great majority of 
critics of all schools is, that Stephen is represented in the 
Acts as the forerunner of the Apostle Paul, anticipating 
his universalistic principles, and proclaiming with more or 
less of directness the abrogation of l\losaic ordinances and 
the freedom of the Christian Church.1 This view was 
certainly a<lrnnced by Augustine, and lies at the base of 
his famous saying: " Si sanctus Stephanus sic non oras
set, ecclesia Paulum non haberet," 1 but it was first clearly 
enunciated by Baur, who subjected the speech of Stephen 
to detailed analysis,3 and his interpretation has to a large 
extent been adopted even by apologists. It must be 
clearly understood that adherence to this reading of tl1e 
aim and meaning of the speech, as it is given in the Acts, 
by no means involves an admission of its authenticity, 
which, on the contrary, is impugned by Baur himself, 
and by a large number of independent critics. we· have 
the misfortune of differing most materially from the prc
valen t view regarding the contents of the speech, and 
we maintain that, as it stands in the Acts, there is not a 

1 llolllen, we think rightly, denies that Swphen can be considered io 
any way the forerunner of Paul. Zum Ev. raulus u. Petr. p. 52 aom. ••, 
p. 2.13 anm. *· 

' Senno. i. in fo11t. St. Stephani . 
• ne orationiR hnLitlt' a 8tephano con1:1ilio, 18~!1; Paulus, u. 8. '\I"., 

i. 49 ff. 
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word in it which can be legitimately construed into an 
attack upon the :Mosaic Jaw, or which anticipates the 
Christian universalism of Paul. Space, however, forbids 
our entering here upon a discussion of this subject, but 
tl1e course which we must adopt with regard to it renders 
it unnecessary to deal with the interpretation of the 
Mpeech. 'Ve consider that there is no reason for believing 
that the discourse put into the mouth of Stephen was 
ever actually delivered, but on the contrary that there is 
e\·ery ground for holding that it is nothing more than a 
composition by the Author of the Acts. 'Ve shall endea
vour clearly to state the reasons for this conclusion. 

"'ith the exception of the narrative in the Acts, there 
is no evidence whatever that such a person as Stephen 
ever existed. The statements of the Apostle Paul leave 
uo doubt that persecution against the Christians of 
Jerusalem must have broken out previous to his con
wn;ion, but no details are given, and it can scarcely be 
considered otherwise than extraordinary, that Paul should 
not in any of his own writings have referred to the proto
mart~T of the Christian Church, if the account. which is 
given of him be historical. "It may be argued that his 
own share in the martyrdom of Stephen made the 
episode an unpleasant memory, which the Apostle 
would not readily recall. Considering the generosity 
of Paul's character on the one hand, however, and the 
important position assigned to Stephen on the other, this 
cannot be admitted as an explanation, and it is perfectly 
unaccountable that, if Stephen really be a historical 
personage, no mention of him occurs elsewhere in the 
New Test:.lmcnt. 

:Moreover, if Stephen was, as asserted, the direct 
forerunner of Pa11l, and in his bearing enunciated 
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sentiments like those ascribed to him, already expressing 
much more than the germ-indeed the full spirit-of 
Pauline universality, it would be passing strange that 
Paul not only tacitly ignores all that he owes to the 
proto-martyr, but vehemently protests : " But I make 
known unto yoti, hrethren, that the Gospel which was 
preached by me is not after man. For neither did I re
ceive it from man, nor was taught it, but by revelation of 
Jesus Christ." 1 There is no evidence whatever that 
such a person exercised any such inftuence on Paul.' 
One thing only is certain, that the speech and martyr
dom of Stephen made so little impression on Paul that, 
according to Acts, Le coutiuued a bitter persecutor of 
Christianity, "making havoc of the Church." 

The statement, vi. 8, that " Stephen, full of grace and 
power, did great wonders and signs among the people'' is 
not calculated to increase confidence in the narrative as 
sober history ; and as little is the assertion, vi. 15, that 
"all who sat in the Council, looking stedfastly on him, saw 
his face as it had been the face of an angel." This, we 
think, is eviilently an instanc<' of Christian subjective 
opinion made objective.3 How, we might ask, could it be 
known to the writer that all who sat at the Council saw 
this? Neander replies that probably it is the evidence of 
members of the Sanhedrin of the impression made on them 
hy the aspect of Stephen.• The intention of the writer, 
however, obviously is to describe a supernatural pheno-

1 Gal. i. 11, 12. 
' It is further very rema1·kable, if it be assumed that the vision, Acts 

vii . .'i.J, actually was seen, that, iu giving a list of those who haYe aeen 
the ri11&1 Jesus (1 Cor. xv . .J-8), which he evidently intends to .be 
complete, he doee not include Stephen. 

3 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 65, anm.; de Wtlte, Apg., p. 90; Uln-, Apg., 
p. 152. Cf. Ewald, Oesch. V. lsr., vi. p. 191. 

• Ptlanzung, u. s. w., p. 68. 
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menon, 1 and this is in his usual manner in this book, where 
miraculous agency is more freely employed than in any 
other in the Canon. The session of the Council com
mences in a regular manner, 2 but the previous arrest of 
Stephen,3 and the subsequent interruption of his defence, 
are described as a tumultuous proceeding, his death being . 
unsanctioned by any sentence of the Council.• The Sanhed
rin, indeed, could not execute any sentence of death with
out the ratification of the Roman authorities, 11 and nothing 
is said in the narrative which implies that any regular 
verdict was pronounced; but, on the contrary, the tumult 
described in v. 57 f. excludes such a supposition. 
OJshausen• considers that, in order to avoid any collision 
with the Roman power, the Sanhedrin did not pronounce 
any formal judgment, but connived at the execution 
which some fanatics carried out. This explanation, how~ 
ever, is inadmissible, because it is clear that the mem
bers of the Council themselves, if also the audience, 

1 A{ford, Ok. Test., ii. p. 66; Baumgarkn, Apg., i. p. 130; Bat1r, 
Paulus, i. p. 64 C. ; Hackett, Acts, p. 96 ; Humphrey, Acts, p. ~2; Light
/vol, Works, viii. p. 416; .lleyer, Apg., p. 158; Rvbi1wm, Acts, p. 33; 
1Vtiuiirker, in Schenkel's llib. Lex., v. p. 387; Zeller, Apg., p. 152. 

: vi. ta ff., vii. 1. 
3 vi. 11, 12. 
4 llumphrey (on the Acts, p. 668 f.), with a few others, thinks there was a 

regular sentence. De Welte (K. Erkl. Apostelgesoh., p. 114) thinks it 
more probable that there was a kind of sentence pronounced, and that the 
reporter, not hating bettn an eye-witness, does not quite correctly state 
the caae. 

• John xviii. 31. Cf. Origen, Ad African.§ 14; A{ford, Gk. Test., ii. 
p. 82 (.; Baur, Paulus, i. p. 62; v011 DOllirtger, Christ. u. Kirche, p. 456 ff. ; 
Holtzma11n, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 338; Neander, Pflanzung, p. 72 f.; 
Ouliatum, Apg., p. 125; Weizaacker, in Scheukel's Bib. Lex., v. p. 387 ·; 
Zelkr, Apg., p. 150. It iB argued, however, that the trio.l of Stephen pro· 
bably took place just after the reco.ll of Pontius Pilate, either in an interval 
when the Roman Procurator was absent, or when one favourable to the 
Jews had replaced Pilate. A most arbitrary explanation, for which no 
ground, but the narrati;e which requfres defence, can be giveu. 

' Die Apostelge:>eh., 125, 
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attacked anJ stoned Stephen. 1 The actual stoning 2 is 
carried out with all regard to legal fom1s; 3 the victim 
being taken out of the city: and the witnesses casting the 
first stone,5 and for this purpose taking off their outer 
garments. The whole account, with its singular mixture 
of utter lawlessness and formality, is extremely improb
able,• and more especially when the speech itself is con
sidered. The proceedings commence in an orderly man
ner, and the high priest calls upon Stephen for his 
defence. The council and audience listen patiently and 
quietly to his speech, and no interruption takes place 
until he bas said all that he had to say, for it. must he 
apparent that when the speaker abandons narrative and 
argument and breaks into direct invective, there could 
not have been any intention to prolong the address, as 
no expectation of calm attention after such denunciations 
could have been natural. The tumult cuts short the 
oration precisely where the author bad exhausted his 

1 Mtyt1', Apg., p. 193; Ovtrbtck, zu de Wette'11 Apg., p. lH f. 
' It is said both in v. as and a9 that "they stoned" him. The double 

use of the term lA.8o{JM.""" baa called forth many curious explanations. 
Hri11richa (ad vii. 67, p. 205), and after him Kui1w~l (iv. p. 288), explain 
the first as meaning only that they prepared to stone him, or that they 
wantonly tht-ew stones at him on the way to the place of execution. 
Olaha11MJ1 (on vii. t7-60, p. 126) considers the first to be a mere antici
pation of the aecond more definitely described stoning. So also JltyrT" 

(on vii. 5i, p. 193). Blttk (Einl. N. T., p. 341 f.) conjectures that the 
author only found it stated generally in the writt.en eource which he usee, 
as in v. as, that they cast Stephen out of the city and stoned him, aod 
that, from mere oral badition, he inserted the eecond lA~, v. 59, 
for the sake of what is there reluted about Sanl. 

, .Alf<>rd, Ok. Test., ii. P· sa; J::u·ald, Oesch. v. Isr., vi. p. 195; HMmplirey, 
Acts, p. 69; Afeytr, AJ>g., p. 193; Ali/man, Hist. of Chr., i. p. 366 f.; Oi-tt-. 
beck, zu de W. Apg., p. 114 f. ; Wtt'.zaUcktr, in Schenkel'& Bib. Lex., v. p. 387. 

4 Levit. xxiv. 14. • Deut. xvii. 7. 
• Baur, Paulus, i. p. 62 ff.; Holtzma1m, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. 

p. 338; <.Jt:nl1ecl.·, zu de W. Apg., p. 114 f.; &h11eckenbu~, Stud. u. Krit., 
ltlM, p. ;j26 f. ; lrdzailckff, in Schenkel's Dib. J..ex., v. p. 387; ~II~. 
Apg., p. 149 ff. 
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subject, and by temporary lawlessness ov-ercomes the 
legal difficulty of a sentence which the Sanhedrin, with
out the ratification of the Roman authority, could not 
have carried out. As soon as the tumult has effected 
these objects, all becomes orderly and legal again; 
and, consequently, the witnesses can lay their gar
ments "at a young man's feet whose name was Saul.'' 
The principal actor in the work is thus dramatically 
introduced. As the trial commences with a supernatural 
illumination of the face of Stephen, it cuds with a super
natural vision, in wbich Stephen sees heaven opened, and 
the Son of l\fan standing at the right hand of God. Such 
a trial and such an execution present features which are 
undoubtedly not historical. 

This impression is certainly not lessened when we find 
how many details of the trial and death of Stephen are 
based on the accounts in the Gospels of the trial and 
death of Jesus. 1 The irritated adversaries of Stephen 
stir up the people and the cltlcrs and scribes, and come 
upon him and lead him to the Council.~ They seek false 
witness against him ; 1 and these false witnesses accuse 
l1im of speaking against the temple and the law.• rrhe 
false witnesses who are set up against Jesus with similar 
testimony, according to the first two Synoptics, are 
strangely omitted by the third. The reproduction of 
this trait here has much that is suggestive. The high 
priest asks : " Are these things so ? " 6 Stephen, at 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 64 ft. ; Holtzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 
338; Orlerbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. 113 f.; Schntckmburger, Stud. u. Krit., 
ISM, p. S26 f.; Strauu, Das Leb. Jesu, p. 584; Jreizlliiclttr, in Schenk. 
Bib. Lex., v. p. 388. 

' Acts ,.i. 12; cl. Luke xxii. 66, Mt. xxvi. 37. 
1 Acts vi. 11 ; c(. Mt. xxvi. 39, Mk. xiv. 3.J. 
• Acts vi. 13 f.; cf. Mt. xxvi. 60f., Mk. xiv. ;,7 f . 
• The words in Acts Yii. 1 are: flrTfll ai 0 tipx~PfVS' El (tfpa) ~aVTa OVrWf 
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the close of his speech, exclaims : "I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand 
of God." Jesus says: "Henceforth shall the Son of 
Man be seated on the right hand of the power of God." 1 

'Vhilst he is being stoned, Stephen prays, saying: "Lord 
Jesus, receive my Spirit;,, and, similarly, Jesus on the 
cross cries, with a loud voice : "Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit ; and, having said this, he expired." 2 

Stephen, as he is about to die, cries, with a loud voice : 
"Lord, lay not this sin to their charg~; and when he said 
this he fell a8leep; " and Jesus says: "Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 3 These two 
sayings of Jesus are not given anywhere but in the third 
Synoptic,• and their imitation by Stephen, in another 
work of the same Evangelist, is a peculiarity which 
deserves attention. It is argued by apologists 5 that 
nothing is more natural than that the first martyrs should 
have the example of the suffering Jesus in their minds, 
and die with his expressions of love and resignation on 
their lips. On the other hand, taken along with other 
most 1mspi<:ious circumstances which we have already 
pointed out, anJ with the fact, which we shall presently 
demonstrate, that the speech of Stephen is nothing more 

Ix"; In Matth. xxvi. 63,-ci~is o cipx'*pfl!s .1,...., ®r.;· ·~[!.., ,,. 
. . . fm ~p.i11 •t"?I' d uiJ •lo XJl'UTOf • • • In Luke xxii. 66 . . 'Ai-fovr•r 
Ei uu tl o XP'"°'• .;,..;,,, ~~i11. Cf. Zeller, Die Apoetelg. p. 163, anm. 2. 

1 Acts vii. W, Luke xxii. 69. 
t • • • >.i16J1Ta' Kvp«• 'I11uoii, 1Ji€a' To trWii,.0 ~"· Acts vii. 69. 
1eal l/J•'"iuas "'"'"" ~·y&>.11 o 'I11uoiis •ltrP• Dmp, ds x•'ipas uo11 1rnp«TUJf~' 

To ,...,.ii~a ~"· ToiiTo ~• tl,..~11 1e;,..,,fl!uo. Luke xxiii. 46. 
I • • • ficpaffll "'"'"" ~rya'Arr KvpH, ~;, OTfifT11S al-ro'i~ miJT,,11 T;,11 ~la •. 

1eai ToiiTo .1,..•11 l1C0&~"8'1· Acts vii. 60. 
• o /Ji 'l11uoiis 1>.ryw DiiT•p, &/>•s ®rois· w yap oi/Jauu• Ti 1rowiiu&11. Luke 

xx.iii. 34. 
• Neandw, Pflanzung, u. s. w., p. 73, o.nm. 2; Mtytr, Apostelgesch. , 

195, &c. , &c. 
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than a composition by the Author of Acts, the singular 
analogies presented by this narrative with the trial and 
last words of Jesus in the Gospels seem to us an addi
tional indication ofits inauthenticity. As Baur1 and Zeller2 

have well argued, the use of two expressions of Jesus 
only found in the third Synoptic is a phenomenon 
which is much more naturally explained by attributing 
them to the Author, who of course knew that Gospel 

. well, than to Stephen who did not know it at all.3 
The prominence which is given to this episode of the 
first Christian martyrdom is intelligible in itself, and 
it acquires fresh significance when it is considered as 
the introduction of the Apostle Paul, whose perfect 
silence regarding the proto-martyr, however, confirms 
the belief which we otherwise acquire, that the whole 
narrative and speech, whatever unknown tradition may 
have suggested them, arc, as we have them, to be ascribed 
to the Author of the Acts. 

Ou closer examination, one of the first quegtions which 
arises is: bow could such a speech have been reported? 
.Although Neander• contends that we are not justified in 
asserting that all that is narrated regarding Stephen in 
the Acts occurred in a single day, we think it cannot 
be doubted that the intention is to describe the arrest, trial, 
and execution as rapidly following each other on the same 
day. "They came upon him, and seized him, and 

1 Paulus, i. p. 64, anm. l. ~ A1t0stelgesch., 102. 
1 NttJ1ider admits that the narrative in Acts is wanting in cleamoss and 

intuitive e'ridence of details, although he does not think that this at all 
militates against the trustworthiness of the whole. (Pflanzung, u. s. w., 
p. 68, anm.) Bliek points out that viii. 1-3, which is so closely con
nected with this episode, shows a certain confusion and want of clearness, 
and supposes the passage interpolated by the author into the original 
nanative of which he made use. (Einl. N. T., p. 342.) 

4 Pftanzung, u. s. w., p. 68, awn. 
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brought him to the Council, and set up false witnesses, who 
said," &c.1 There is no ground here for interpolating any 
imprisomneut, and if not, then it follows clearly that 
Stephen, being immediately called upon to answer for 
himself, is, at the end of his discourse, violently carried 
away without the city to be stoned. No preparations 
could have been made even to take notes of his speech, 
if upon any ground it were reasonable to assume the 
possibility of an intention to do so; and indeed it could 
not, under the circumstances, have been foreseen that 
he should either have been placed in such a position, 
or have been able to make a speech at all. The rapid 
progress of all the events described, aud the excitement 
consequent on such tumultuous proceedings, render an 
ordinary explanation of the manner in which such a speech 
could have been preserved improbable, and it is difficult 
to suppose that it could have been accurately remembered, 
with all its curious details, by one who was present. Im
probable as it is, however, this is the only suggestion 
which can possibly he advanced. The majority of 
apologists suppose that the speech was heard and 
reported Ly the Apostle Paul himself,2 or at least that it 
was commu11icat.ed or written down either by a member 
of the Sanhedrin, or hy some one who was prei:;ent.3 As 
there is no information on the point, there is ample scope 
for imagination, but when we come to consider its 
linguistic and other peculiarities, it must be borne in 

1 Acts vi. 12 f. 
t ..4lford, Ok. Teet., ii. proleg., p. 11 ; Baumgarltt1, Apg., i. p. 131 ; 

Ebrard, Ev. Geach., p. 690; zu Olsh. Apg., p. 112; Humphrey, Acts, 
p. 66; Lilgtr, Zweck, u. s. w., der Rede dee St£phanus, 1838, p. 31 f.; 
Ritl1m, De font. Act. Apost., p. 195 f.; WordlWOrlh, Gk. Teet., Acts, 
p. 73 f. 

' IJletk, Einl., p. 348; Stud. u. K1-it., 1836, p. 1036; lleiflriclu, Act. 
A post., i. p. 24, ii. p. 38i f.; Mtyer, Apg., p. 162; Ol8haimt1, Apg., r· 11:?. 
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LANGUAGE AND CONTENTS OF THE SPEECH. 157 

mind that the extreme difficulty of explaining the preser
vation of such a speech must be an element in jmlging 
whether it is not rat.her a composition by the Author of 
Acts. The language in which it was delivered, again, is the 
subject of much difference of opinion, many maintaining 
that it must have originally been spoken in Aramaic, 1 

whilst others hold that it was delivered in Greek.2 Still, 
a large number of critics and divines of course assert that 
the speech attributed to Stephen is at least substantially 
authentic. As might naturally be expected in a case 
where negative criticism is arrayed against a cauouical 
work upheld by the time-honoured authority of the church, 
those who dispute its authenticity 3 are in the ininority. 
It is maintained by the latter that the language is 
more or less that of the writer of the rest of the work, 
and that the speech in fact as it lies before us is a later 
composition by the Author of the Acts of the Apostles. 

Before examining the linguistic peculiarities of the 
speech, we may very briefly point out that, in the course of 
the historical survey, many glaring contradictions of the 
statements of the Old Testament occur.• Stephen says 

1 Ewald, Oesch. V. Isr., vi. p. 191 ; Meyer, Apg., p. 168; Michadil, 
Eiol., ii. p. 1181 f.; Olahait1t11, Apg., p. 114. Cf. JYorthtoorth , Gk. Teat., 
Acts, p. 66. 

' Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 6i; //einricha, Act. Apost., i. p. 177; Stitr, 
Die Beden d. Ap., i. p. 172, anm. * ; Overbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. 93; fk 
Wdle, Apg., p. 93; JVeizsacker, in Schenkel's Bib. Lex., v. p. 390. 

1 Baur, PaulU8, i. p. 61 ff.; N. T. Theo!., p. 338; B. Bauer, Apg., 
p. Si ff.; 8c/1rafkr, Der Ap. Paulus, v. p. 524; Schwegler, Das nachap. Z., 
ii. p. 102 f., anm, 3 ; Straatman, Paulus, p. 6:J ff., iO f. ; Overbeck, zu de 
W. Apg., p. 92 ff.; Wei~, in Schenk. B. Lex., v. p. 390 f; Zeller, 
Apg., p. 149 ff., 510 ff. Cf. Dai:itlso11 , Int. N. T., ii. p. 2:Ja f.; Eich/u;rn, 
EinL, ii. p. 36 ff., 39 f.; /Joltzma1111, in Bunsen's Ilibelw., viii. p. 338. 

~ The Billhop of Lincoln says of thoso who vonture t.o ob110rvo them: 
"The allegations in question, when reduced t.o their plain meaning, in
,·oh-e the a88umptiou, that the Holy Ghost., speaking by St. Stephen 
(who wa.« 'full of the Holy f:pirit '), .fiw!l"f what Ile llimself had wi-itton 
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(vs. 2, 3) that the order to Abraham to leave bis country 
was given to him in l\Iesopotamia before he dwelt in 
Haran; but, according to Genesis (xii. 1 ft) the call is 
given whilst he was living in Haran. The speech (v. 4) 
represents Abraham leaving Haran after the death of his 
father, but this is in contradiction to Genesis, according 
to which1 Abraham was 75 when he left Ham.n. Now, 
as he was born when his father Terah was 70, 2 and 
Terah lived 205 years,3 his father was only 145 at the 
time indicated, and afterwardR lived 60 years. In v. 5 
it is stated that Abraham had no possession in the 
promised land, not even so much as to set his foot on ; 
but, according to Genesis,• he bought the field of Ephron 
in :Macbpelah. It is said (v. 14} that Jacob went down 
into Egypt with 75 souls, whereas, in the Old Testament, 
it is repeatedly said that the number was 70.5 In v. 16, 
it is stated that Jacob was buried in Schecbem in a 
sepulchre bought by Abraham of the sons of Emmor in 
Schechem, whereas in Genesis 6 Jacob is said to have been 
buried in Machpelah ; the s&pulchre in Schecbem, in which 

in the Book of Genesis ; and that His Memory is to be refreshed by bibli
cal commentators of the nineteenth century! Thie kind of criticism is 
animated by a spirit very alien from that Ohriatian temper of reverential 
modesty, gentlene88, and humility, which are primary requisites for the 
discovery and reception of truth. Mylkriu are rellfalM to the mtek 
(Eccles. iii. 19). Thnn that art muk altall Ht guick inivdgme11l; and at1el• 
"'are ge11tk, thtm ahall Ile Itani Bia way (Pe. xxv. 8). But such a spirit 
of criticism seems willing to accept any supposition, however fancifnl, 
except that of ita own fallibility ! It is ready to allege that St. Luke is 
in error in saying that St. Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost. It is 
ready to affirm that St. Stephen was forgetful of the elements of Jewish 
history. • • • . No wonder that it is git-en over i>y God to a repro
bate mind." Greek Test., Acts of the Apostles, p. 66 f. 

I Oen. xU. 4. t xi. 26. I xi. 32. 
4 xxiii. 4 ff., l; n. 
• Gen. xlvi. 2;, Exod. i . .;, Deut. x. 22. It must be added that in the 

lut two ~eagce the version of the lxx. also give~ ia including the eons 
of Joseph. ' xlix. 29, 1. 13. 
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the bones of Joseph were buried, was not bought by 
Abraham, but. by Jacob.1 Moses is described (v. 22) as 
mighty in words, hut in Exodus 2 he is said to be the 
'·ery reverse, and Aaron in fact. is sent with him to 
speak words for him. These are some of the principal 
variations. It used to be argued that such mistakes were 
mere errors of memory, natural in a speech delivered 
under such circumstances and without preparation,3 and 
that they are additional evidence of its authenticity, 
inasmuch as it is very improbable that a writ.er 
deliberately composing such a speech could have com
mitted them. It is very clear, however, that the majority 
of these are not errors of memory at all, but either the 
exegesis prevailing at the time amongst learned Jews, or 
traditions deliberately adopted, of which many traces are 
elsewhere found.4 

The form of the speech is closely similar to other 
speeches found in the same work. 'V c have already in 
passing pointed out the analogy of parts of it to the 
address of Peter in Solomon's porch, but the speech of 
Paul at Antioch bears a still closer resemblance to it, 
and has been ·called "a mere echo of the speeches of 
Peter and Stephen." 5 We must refer the reader to our 
general comparison of the two speeches of Peter and 
Paul in question,6 which sufficiently showed, we think, 

1 Joshua xxiv. 32. t iv. 10 ff. 
1 Even de Wette says: "The numerous historical errors are remal'k

able; they may most probably be ascribed to an unprepared speech." K. 
Erkl. Apoetelgesch., p. 93. 

4 .Alford, Ok. Teat., ii. p. 67 ff.; Davidson, Int. N. T., ii. p. 235 f.; 
Ebrard, zu Olah. Apg., p. 113 ff.; Eichhorn, Einl., ii. p. 39 f. ; Ewald, 
Geech. V. hr., vi. p. 193, anm. 2: Feilmour, Einl., p. 314 f.; Humphrey. 
A.eta, p. 37 ff.; Meyer, Apg., p. liO f.; Ouhauun, Apg., p. 117 f. 

' SeJm.eclm1burger, Zwack der Apostelgeech., p. 130, 
• See back, p. 85 ff. 
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that they wer1~ not delivered by independent speakers, 
but on the contrary that they are nothing more than 
compositions by the author of the Acts. These addresses 
which are such close copies of each other, are so markedly 
cast in the same mould as the speech of Stephen, that 
they not only confirm our conclusions as to their owu 
origin, but intensi(y suspicions of its authenticity. It is 
impossible, without reference to the speeches themselves, 
to shew how closely that of Paul at Antioch is traced on 
the lines of the speech of Stephen, and this resemblance 
is much greater than can be shown by mere linguistic 
examination. The thoughts correspond where the words 
differ. There is a constant recurrence of words, how
ever, even where the sense of the passages is not the 
same, and the iJeas in both bear the stamp of a single 
mind. 'Ve shall not attempt fully to contrast these dis
courses here, for it would occupy too much space, and we 
therefore content ourselves with giving a few illustra
tions, begging the reader to examine the speeches them
selves. 

STEPREN. PAUL AND fBTER. 

vii. 2. Men, brethren, fathers, 1 xiii. 1.;. Men, brethren ••••. 
bear. : lG. Men, Israelit.es, and ye that 

I fear God, hear. 

A,,a(HS aatX!/>oi ..:ai traTf(HS, dll:oti-
ITllTf • • • 

The God of glory ( o 8•os Ti;s 
a.;e.,r) I appoorOO to OUr father (T"¥ 
tr=pi ;,pM>,,) Abraham when he wa,s 
in (&m ;,, Tj M.) Mesopotamia, be
fore be dwelt in (1COT"o~1T1U ailro11 
;,,) Haran, &c. 

• A,,afHs .ta,xcpoi • • • cimVcran. 
xxii. 1. Men, brethren, and 

fathers, hear • • . 
•~(HS aatXcf>oi mi fraTf(HS, cimV-
ITIJTf, 

xiii. 17. The God of this people 
( o Stas roii Xaoii T"omv) Israel chose 
our fathers (roils rraTipas ;,,.uw) and 
exalt.ad the people in their sojourn 
in the land of Egypt (/11,.; trapourif} 
;,, "YD AlyWn-,,) ••• 

I er. 1 ('or. ii. R, ..:i.puir T'ijr M(11s: er. lxx. Ps. XX\'iii. 3. 
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STEPHEN. 
6. • • • that his seed should be 

a ~OW'Derin a strange land (mipm
"°" l11 ri ciUorpi¥) ••• 

5 ••• and to his seed ••• (Kat 
T'.; nrippar& awov) I 

8. And he gnye him (Abraham) 
a covenant ..• (Kal ;&.nv aw<? 
bc,a8;iq11 ••• ) of circumcision.2 

22. (Moses) was mighty in his 
words and d6'lde (~11 31 31111aTos lv 
~0,.0.s Kat fJl"tO'S aWov). 

32. I am the God of thy fathers, 
the God of Abraham and Isaac and 
J'acob. ( 'E,.. 0 o.~ TWll fr0Tfp6>11 
o-ov, 0 &Or • Afjpadµ. 1eal 'Juat\1e 1enl 
'la•.;.i.) 

36. This (Moses) brought them 
(the people ro• Xaov) out (l~.;,iay.,, 
minWs) having worked wonders and 
signs 3 in the land of Egypt (lv 'Yf1 
ACyVirT.,) and in the Red Sea, and 
in the wilderneee forty years ( (,, .,Y 
1',,F,/Ut m, TflTITfpWcol!Ta). V. 42 •• 
Corty years in the wilderness. • • • 
(In, nutnpWcovra lv rf1 IP'il"t) 

37. This is the Moses who said 
unto the children of Israel : A pro
phet shall God raise up unto you 
Crom among your brethren, like 
untome ..•• 

42. • • • God delivered them up 
to eerve the host of heaven (o O.os 
ropi3.K•r al,roiJs XarpEv•w, K. T. X.). 

PAUL AND PETER. 

iii. 25. Ye are the children • • • 
of the oovenant ( njs 3'°°71qr) which 
God made with your fathers, saying 
unto Abraham : And in thy seed 
(Kat lv r<? 1T1ripp.ari ITOtl), &c., &c. 

(Luke xx.iv. 19. Jesus .. mighty 
in deed and word (31111aTos lv ;P'Y't 
Kal My¥ .•. ) ) 

iii. 13. The God of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our 
fathers. (a 81os • ~paap. Kal 'IuaaK 
Kat 'IRK,;,fl, 0 81os T&ll! frRTffJO>ll ;,,.,.&>,, 
.... ) 

xiii. 17. • • • and exalted the 
people (rov Xaov) in their sojourn 
in the land of Egypt ( ;,, w Alywmp ), 
and with a high arm brought them 
out ofit(l~.;,.ay.,,al,rovr), 18. and 
for about the time of forty years 4 

(TEuu•paKovraiT"/) nourished them 
in the wildernoss. ( ;,, rf1 lp;,/11'.) 

iii. 22. Moses indeed said :• A 
prophet shall the Lofd our God 
raise up unto you from among your 
brethren, like unto me, &c., &c. 

(Rom i. 24. • • • God delivered 
them up •• to uncleanness {trapi-
3cH•• OWoVS 0 81os • • • fls /ur.a8ap
ITUJ•, K. T. x. cf. 26. • •• trapi3eoKfll 
aWovs o 81os 1:s trd8r, arcp.las • • • • 
28. . • • irapi3MKfll al,roi•s cS 81lJS •ls 

ci3°"'"'"" llflvv. • • • ) ). 

1 Compare with this verse Rom. iv. 13; Gal. iii. 16, 29. 
t Cf. Rom. iv. 11, Kal IT11P.•io• txa8w trfp&roµijs. 
1 • • • iroi;,uas ripara Kat IT11P.•ia • • • ii. 22. • • • TipauUt Kat 1T71p.•iois oft 

1.-oi,,ao . ..•. 
• vii. 23 reads . • . . TflTITfpaKOllTOfT"/f XJ>Ovos • • • and xiii. 18 • • • • 

"'*"C7ff'GJCOl'TOfu/ JCPOvoll • • • and again vii. 23, a•ifl'I ffrt r;. Kap3iaJ1 amv 
.. I Cor. ii. 9, hl Kap3iaJ1 dv8pM1rov oilK ci.ifl'I· •• 
' The autho1iirRtl wntion, on tho authority of ~cvoral importnnt MSS. 

'ML. rn. Ill 
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STEPHEN. 

46. Which alao our fathers ••• 
brought in with Joshua when they 
took pouesirion of the Gentiles (,-;.JI 
;e,,;,,,) whom God drave out before 
the face of our fathers, unto the 
days of David, 

46. Who found(1tpt}favourwith 
God •••• 

48. Howbeit, the Most High 
dwelleth not in what is made with 

p AUL AND PBTEB. 
xiii. 19. And he d.troyed seven 

nations (IS..,) in the land of Ca
naan,1 and divided their land to 
them by lot. 

22 .•• he raised up unto them 
David as king, to whom also he 
bare witness and said : I found 
(.tpcw) David, a man after mine 
own heart, &c., &c. 

xvii. 24f. The God that made the 
world and all things therein ( o ~os-

hands (oVX 0 ift#rw-rof '" XHf'O"Ot~f I 0 ft'Ot~O"Of T"Oll ICOfT/U'JI m tr'Q,,,.O ft\ ... 
"°'"""'''·)even as the prophet saith: ·1 ~).he being J.ord of heaven and 
49. The heaven (o ovpa110f) is my eal'th (olJparoii ICat yijf) dwelleth not 
throne, and the earth (9 -yij) is my 
footstool. 60. Did not my hand 
make all these things ? ( olJxl ~ x1lp 
,.ov hrol'I""'" "'""'"a T"awa ; ) 

ol. Ye uncircumcised in heart.a 
• , • (0.,..1piT"µ'1'"0' 1Ca~latf, ••• ) 

52. Which of the prophets did 
not your fathers persecute P and 
they killed (Q,..llCT"ttl'Cll') them which 
announced before of the coming of 
the righteous One (roii 3"'alov), of 
whom ye have beoome betrayers 
and murderers (i/>o111if). 

63. Ye received the law at the 
arrangements of angels . • • ( l>.a
#ttt T"Oll ,,OµoJI flf 3taTayGf ayyfA•ll .... ) 

64. And hearing these things 
they were cut to their heart.a (d1Cmi
ow1r 3i mwa 3tnrplo11T"O ), and gnash
ed their teeth upon him. 

in temples made with hands (®" 
,,, XHp&frOt~f l'IJOlf ICaTOllCfl) neither 
is served by men's hands (xnp,;t,,), 
&c., &c., &c. 

(Rom. ii. 29. Circumcision is of 
the heart, in S}lirit ( ft'fptTO/£~ ICopbtof 
.JI ,..,,wµOT", "· ,., >. •••• ) ) 

xxii. 14 .••• the righteous One 
( TOii 3lmtoJI ). • • 

iii. 14. But ye denied the holy 
and righteous One (,.0,, 3l1CatoJ1) and 
desired a murderer (cWpa 'f>ona) to 
be grant.eel unto you, 15. and killed 
(0.,..11CT"tl11aT•) the Prince of Lite, &c., 
&c. 

(Gal. iii. 19. What then ia the 
law ? It was added • • • ; being 
arranged by means of angels . . . 
(Tl O~JI 0 ,,Oµor I ft'f"JfTfTtS,, ••• &o
T"ayftf &' dyy0.11111 ••• ) ) 

v. 33. When they heard they 
were cut(to their hearts) (ol 3( dlCov
O"aJ1nf 3,,,..pfu11To) and took COUD8&l 
to slay them. 

It is argued that the speech of Stephen bears upon it 

adds " unto the fathers " " ,..p;,, Tow "'°'"'paf," but the balanoe of evidence 
ie decidedly against the words. 

1 vii. 11. Thrn cnmo n famine upon oll Egypt nnd Canaan. 
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DOES NOT BEAR STAMP OF DELIVERED SPEECH. 163 

the stamp of an address which was actually delivered.1 

'Ve are not able to discover any special indication of this. 
Such an argument, at the best, is merely the assertion of 
personal opinion, and cannot have any weight. It is 
quite conceivable that an oration actually spoken might 
lose its spontaneous character in a report, and on the 
other hand that a written composition might acquire 
oratorical reality from the skill of the writer. It would 
indeed exhibit great want of literary ability if a writer, 
composing a speech which he desires to represent as 
having actually been spoken, altogether failed to convey 
some impression of this. To have any application to the 
present case, however, it must not only be affirmed that 
the speech of Stephen has the stamp of an address 
really spoken, but that it has the character of one 
delivered under such extraordinary circumstances, with
out premeditation and in the midst of tumultuous pro
ceedings. It cannot, we think, be reasonably asserted 
that a speech like this is peculiarly characteristic of a 
man suddenly arrested by angry and excited opponents, 
and hurried before a council which, at its close, rushes 
upon him and joins in stoning him. Unless the defence 
attributed to Stephen he particularly characteristic of this, 
the argument in question falls to the ground. On the 
contrary, if the speech has one feature more strongly 
marked than another, it is the deliberate care with which 
the points referred to in the historical survey are selected 
and bear upon each other, and the art with which the 
climax is attained. In showing, as we have already done, 
that the speech betrays the handywork of the Author of 
the Acts, we have to a large extent disposed of any claim 

1 Bo.umgarlM, Apg., i. p. 131 ; Gfr0rn', Die heil. Sage, i. p. 409; 
M~yrr, Apg., p. 161 f.; Ntander, Pflanzung, p. 65 f., anm. 1. 

M 2 
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161 8CPF.RXATCIL\L RELIGIOX. 

to peculiar in<lh·iduality in the defence, and the linguistic 
analysis which we shall now make will <:onclusively settle 
the source of the composition. 're must point out here 
in continuation that, as in the rest of the work, all the 
quotations _in the speech are from the Septuagint, and that 
the author follows that version even when it does not 
fairly represent the original.1 

'Ve may now proceed to analyse the language of the 
whole episode from vi. 9 to the end of the seventh 
chapter, in order to discover what linguistic analogy it 
hears to the rest of the Acts and to the third Synoptic, 
which for the sake of hrevity we shall simply designate 
"Luke." With the exception of a very few words in 
general use, every word employed in the section will be 
found in the following analysis, based upon Bruder's 
'Concor<lauce,' 2 and which is arranged in the order of 
the verses, although for greater clearness the whole is 
divided into categories. 

'Ve shall commence with a list of the words in thi~ 

section which arc not elsewhere used in the New Tes
tament. They are as follows :-1nro/JfilEw, vi. 11 ; 

,.. • 12 t ,.. 8 •• 16 S • LI •• 19 <nryKWEUI, VI. j (l)VtW CU1 VII. j EKUETO~, Vil. 1 

but bcn81va.t, occur1:1 several times in Acts, see below, 
.. '>1 , , 8 .. 24 _ \ \ , .. 26 

VII. ... j OfLVllE<T at, \" 11. • j <T111/a.Al\4<T<TEtv1 VU. j 

8ta8ixEu8at, vii. 45, this word, which is common amongst 

1 vii. 42, 43; cf. ii. 2.;, 28, xiii. 41, xv. 161 17. 
2 We have already referred to works in which a very oomplete analysis 

of the language of the Acts and Go11pel has been made, and we may here 
again point out : Ztller, Die Apos~lgesch., p. 388 ff. ; Lehbuach, Apoetel
geech., p. 35 ft'.; Holtimarm, Die eynopt. Evv., p. :J02 ff. The last-named 
has chiefly reforence to the Gospel. We have made our analysis of the 
speech of Stephen, ae oompared with the rest of Acta and Gospel, inde
pendently, but we are likewise indebted to the works above named, to 
the firet two eiipecially. 

1 mllt.r, of time, vii. 17. is rare; but the ood. A. reads .:Or, which occurs 
:m timM in Artii, 19 tim"" ii: T.nkl', 1md Mmo 20 timl'!lol"6whcre in N. T. 
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Greek writers,1 is used in lxx. 2 Chron. xxxi. 12; lAEv<ni;, 
vii. 52. These nine words arc all that can strictly be 
admitted as a:rra.! Af.'}'OJJ.EVa.1 but there are others, which, 
although not found in any other part of the Acts or 
of the Gospel, occur in other writing'S of the New 
Testament, and which must here be noted. {J).t:f.ucf>TJJLO'>, 
vi. 11, occurring 1 Tim. i. 13, 2 Tim. iii. 2, 2 Pet. 
ii. 11, Rev. xiii. 5 ; /J).a.ucf>TJJLEW, however, is used 
four times in Ach;, thrice in Luke, and frequently else
wl1ere, anti /JAa<Tcf>TJJLfu in Luke v. 21. "'EvSYj'>, vi. 13, 

d R .. '> . 8 '\ \ ' . 14 R . '>3 use ev. II .... , XXI. j al\J\aTTEW, VI. , om. l ... ' 

' 1 C r.1 "' 9 G 1 . · '>O H l . 1 '> l t l · or. xv. o, o ... , a. n. - , Cl. I. -, a mos pure) 
a Pauline word ; lTrayylAAEu8ai, vii. G, elsewhere four
teen times ; p.ErardNva.i, vii. 1 G, also Gal. i. G, Heb. vii. 
12, xi. 5 twice (lxx. Gen. v. 24), Jude 4; KaraTrovEtv 
( Kara.Trovovµ.&oi;), vii. 24, also 2 Pet. ii. 7 ; µ.axEu8ai, 
vii. 26, also John vi. 52, 2 Tim. ii. 24, James iv. 2; 
Xc:).ywv, vii. 38, also Rom. iii. 2, Heb. v. 12, 1 Pet. iv. 11 ; 
inn$Koat;, vii. 39, also 2 Cor. ii. 9, Phil. ii. 8; Siarayrj, 
vii. 53, also Rom. xiii. 2, cf. Gal. iii. 19, but the writer 
makes use of Siart:f.uuEw, see vii. 44, below ; aTrcm8&at, 
vii. 58, also Rom. xiii. 12, Eph. iv. 22, 25, Col. iii. 8, 
Heb. xii. 1, James i. 21, 1 Pet. ii. 1. If we add tl~ese 

ten words to the preceding, the proportion of aTra.~ 
).eyoµ.&a is hy no means excessive for the 67 verses, 
especially when the peculiarity of the subject is con
sidered, and it is remembered that the number of words 
employed in the third Gospel, for instance, which are 
not elsewhere found, greatly exceeds that of the other 
Gospels, and that this linguistic richness is character
istic of the author. 

There is another class of worJs which may now be 

I er. K11i11oel, 1. c. 
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dealt with : those which, although not elsewhere found 
either in the Acts or Gospel, are derived from the Sep
tuagint version of the Old Testament. The author 
makes exclusive use of that version, and in the historical 
survey, of which so large a portion of the speech is com
po11ed, his mind very naturally recalls its expressions even 
where he does not make direct quotations, hut merely 
gives a brief summary of its narratives. In the fol
lowing list where words are not clearly taken from the 
Septu3t,<rint version• of the various episodes referred to, 
the reasons shall be stated :-
JUTOuciCn11, vii. 4, and 43, where it iii quoted from Amos v. 27. 
icaTauxfucs, vii. 6, and 45; Gen. xvii. 8, a.nd Numb. xxxii. 5, &c., &c. 
,,.&poucos, vii. 6 from. Gen. xv. 13 ; again, vii. 29 from Exod. ii. 22; it 

also occurs Eph. ii. 19, 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
dll.WP">s• vii. 6 (,,.&poucos ;,, yf, clllorpe9); cf. Gen. xv. la f., from which 

verses 6, 7 are taken; Gen. xv. 13 reads oliic i3i9 for dllO'rpi9, but 
Ex. ii. 22, and xviii. 3, which are equally to the point, have ,,.&poucos
'" yf, Ollurpi9, cf. Pe. cxxxvi. 4. 

x0praufU1, vii. 11, used Gen. xlii. 2i in narrating the visit of Joseph's 
brethren to Egypt for provender; also Gen. xxiv. 23, 32, &c., &:c. ; 
xopra(n11 occurs in Luke vi. 21, ix. 17, xv. 16, xvi. 21. 

u1Tio11, vii. 12; in Gen. xlii. 1, 2, which is quoted, uiTOs is used, and it 
recurs Acts xxvii. 31'1, thrice in Luke, and nine times in other part.a 
of the N. T. The plural ucTia, which is the reading of the best MSS. 
in this place, however, does not elsewhere occur in the N. T. ud-ca is 
the reading of some other Codices, aud likewise uaTos, so the word 
must be oonaidered doubtful. 

a11ay11t.>pi(fu8C1&, vii. 13, Ucn. xly. 1. 
icaTauo4>iCuT8ac, vii. 19, E•w. i. 10. 
OO'TfloS, vii. 20, Exod. ii. 2, also used Heb. xi. 23. 
O'TfJICl')'J&os, vii. 34, Exod. ii. 24, r/. iii. 7; also used Rom. viii. 26. 
Xvrp<Amis, vii. 35, PB. lxxvii. 35, speaking of the delivery of Israel from 

Egypt; rest of passage from Ex. iii. 2, xiv. 19. 
µ011xwolfi11, vii. 41, Jh. xxxii. 4 .•• Tl'olfi11 µ0uxo11-also vt'r. 8 and Pa. 

cv. 19-from which this word is coined. 
uicq""'f"'• vii. 46 ( .• • ,;,p,i11 uiaj11. T<ji 8fti> 'IC11C6>fl) Pa. oxxxi. 5 ('iiP"' •••• 

uiaj11. T<ji 8"~ 'Iaic.:ifl) ; also 2 Pet. i. 13, 14. 

vii. 6, 7, 27, 28, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 40, 42, 43, 4 7, 49, 60, are almoat 
wholly direct quotations from the lxx. We have referred to any words 
in these verses requiring notice. 
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a.W,pqrpcixrfA.or, vii. iH, Ezod. xxxiii. 3, 5, Del". ix. 6, la. 
air«plT,.,,ros, vii. 51 (dir. mpaiair «ai Toir ~iv),1 Euk. xliv. 9 (dir. mpa;, 

•••• dir. CTap«i) also v. 7, Jerem. ix. 26 (dir. «apai9 ••• a1'. <Tap1<i) 
Jn-em. vi. 10 (dir«pfrp.'T"a .,.4 8Ta aii'ritv); Rom. ii. 29. 

a,,.,..;..,.f..,,, vii. 51, used Numb. xxvii. l4 in regard to the rebellion of the 
laraelitee in the wildernees. 

fJtWXf"'• vii. 54 (l{:Jpvxov T'Oiir MG.rar /.,,' awcSJ,); Pa. xxxiv. 16 (lf:JpvEo '"' 
l,U TOVf «140....ar), Pa. xxxvi. 12 (ftp!J~, ,.,,. awO.. TOVf M.); cf. Matth. 
viii. 12, &c., &c. 

"\Ye shall now, by way of disposing of them, take the 
words which require little special remark, but are used 
as well in the rest of the Acts and in. the Gospel as m 
other writings of the New Testament:-

icrx!J«"'• vi. 10, xv. 10, xix. 16, 20, xxv. 7, xxvii. 16; Luke eight times, 
rest ofN. T. 15 times. 

cDdioTa.cu, vi. 10, xiii. 8; Luke xxi. 15; rest 11 times. 
cro</Ha., vi. 10, 3, vii. 10, 22; six times in Luke, 19 times by Paul,' 22 

times elsewhere. 
·~vfJWfpor (Jewish), vi. 12 and other 6 times; 4 times in Luke, fre-

quently elsewhere. 
~.vi. 13 and 18 times; Luke 20 times, rest frequently. 
,,,.aprvr, vi. 13 and 12 times; Luke xxiv. 48; rest 20 times. 
11ropa!~. vi. 14, vii. 42 and 12 times; Luke 17 times, rest frequently. 
11rp0vowo.,,, vi. 15 twice, vii. 45, and 9 times; Luke 15, rest frequently. 
eHni, vi. 15 and 8 times; Luke 10, rest 17 times. 
~.vii. 2, M, xii. 23, xxii. 11; Luke 13, rest frequently. (cS 8tos Tqr 

~r, Pa. xxviii. 3; cf. xxiii. 7, 8, 9, 10; cf. Cor. ii. 8, 1<vpwr 'rijr 
~r.) 

cnripp.a, vii. 5, 6, iii. 25, xiii. 23; Luke i. 55, xx. 28, Paul 17, rest 21 
times . 

.,.;IC-, vii. 5, ii. :J9, xiii. 33, xxi. 5, 21 ; Luke H times, rest frequently. 
~>.«v«"'• vii. 7, Om.1 xv. 14, Acts xx. 19; Luke xv. 29, xvi. 13 twice, 

Paul 11, rest 9 times. 
&a8r,q, vii. 8, Ge11. xvii. 9, 10, 11, Acts iii. 25; Luke i. 72, xxii. 20, 

Paul 6, rest 20 times. 

1 Codices E H P read Tj l(apa;'I· 
' We shall use this expression to indicate the use of words in the 

Epiiitles to the Romans, l and 2 to the Corinthians, and to the Galatians. 
3 When a passage of Old Testament is referred to it will be understood 

that the lxx. version is intended, and that the word is derived from it. 
When this is oot clear, and the word is only used in the passage indi
cated, it will be placed within brackets. 
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1'""9'• vii. 8, 20, 29, ii. 8, xiii. 33, xxii. 3, 28 ; Luke 4 times, rest 
frequently. 

ciiro3.ao...u, vii. 9, Uen. x:uvii. 28, 29, Acts v. 8; Heb. xii. 16; in 
other eenses Acts 2, Luke 8, rest 3,j times. 

8>.i+"• vii. 10, 11, xi 19, xiv. 22, :u:. 23; l'aul U, rest 25 times. 
;rc.ipcr, vii. 10 and 16 times; Luke 8, Paul 61, and rest ';2 times. 
«08"'"11", vii. 10, Gm. xxxix. 4, 6, xli. 41, 43; Acts vi. 3, vii. 27, 30, 

Ercd. ii. 14 ; xvii. 15; Luke xii. 14, 42, 4-l ; rest 16 times. 
A,,.or, vii. 11, Gm. xii. 54, Acta xi. 28; Luke 4, rest 6 times. 
trp;wo.,,, adv. vii. 12, iii. 26, xi. 26, xiii. 46, X\''. 14, xxvi. 20; Luke 10 

times, rest frequenUy. 
lj>awp/,s, ,.ii. 13, iv. 16; Luke viii. 17 twice; Paul 7, ?e$t 10 times. 
~,,_, vii. 13 and 4 times; Luke 3, rest 36 times: ;.,, tj ~;ptt, not 

elsewhere, but cf. J,uke xii. 38 ;.,, tjj &vr;fH! '/>1i>..tutfJ. 
"'A~, vii. 15, ii. 29; Luke vii. 2; elsewhere 10 times. 
x,,O.Or, vii. 17, 23, and 16 times; Luke 7 times, rest onen. 
ha"f'Y*Ala, vii. 17, i. 4, ii. 33, 39, xiii. 23, 32, L'tiii. 21, u:vi. 6; Luke 

xxiv. 49, Paul 20 ; rest 24 times. 
~,W.01•i•, vii. 17, xxiii. 8, xxiv. 14; Luke xii. 8 twice, reet 21 times. 
~. vii. 20, and 8 times; Luke 13 times, rest frequently. 
ciaur•w, vii. 2-l, Ex. ii. 13; Act.e vii. 26, 2'i, x.xv. 10, 11 ; Luke x. 19; 

rest 13. 
uwnipia, vii. 2.>, h·. 12, xiii. 26, -17, xvi. Ii, xxvii. 3-l; Luke i. 69, 71, 

i7, xix. 9, Paul 10, re.lt 26 times. 
O'V"'u"°', Yii. 25 twice, x:uiii. 26, 27 ; Luke ii. SO, l'iii. 10, xviii. 3-&, 

xxiv. 45, rest 16 times. 
flp4,,,,, Yii. 2fi, ix. 31, x. 36, xii. 20, X\". 33, x\'i, 36, x...:iv. 3: Luke 14 

times, rest frequently. 
trA'l"io•, \ii. 27, f:r. ii. l:J; Luke x. 27, 2<J, 36, rest 13 times. 
f/uj,yfw, vii. 29, xxvii. 30; Luke iii. 7, viii. 34, xxi. 21, reet 27 times. 
1P'lp.ot, ~.vii. 30, 36, 38, 42, 4-l, Ex. iii. 1, xYi. 1, &c., &c., Acta xiii. 18, 

xxi. 38 ; Luke 8 timot1, rest 20 times. 
hor, vii. 30, 6, 36, 42, Gm. xv. 13, Ex. xvi. 3.5, .dmo& v. 25, .t:c., and 7 

times; Luke 15, rest 23. 
8avpa(1Uf, ,-ii. 31, ii. i, iii. 12, iv. 13, xiii. 41 ; Luke 13 times, rest 

frequently. 
T"~, vii. 32, v. 13; Luke xx. 40, Paul 7, rest 6 times. 
Aww, vii. 33, Ex. iii. 5, Acts ii. 2-l, xiii. 25, 43, xxii. 30, xxiv. 26, xxvii. 

41; Luke 7 times, rest often. 
°""iu8cu, vii. 35, iii. 13, 14, iv. 16; Luke viii. 46, ix. 23, xii. 9, xxii. 67, 

rest 24 times. 
i«JW,ufu, vii. 38, neut. mii. l, and Acts 23 times; Paul 39, rest 49 

times. 
8-ia, vii. 41, 42, Al1i05 v. 25; Luke ii. 24, xiii. 1, rest 25 times. 
1i'~ov, vii. 41 (Ex. xx. 4, Numb. xxv. :! •.•• fls Tot 8vuiar T"w• fla.:.>.,..,, 

aVT".), Acts xv. :?O; Paul 6, rest 3. 
AaTp«vov, vii. 42, Dmt. iv. 19, E:r. xx. 6, &c., &r., Act!! xxfr. 14, xxvi. ;, 

xxvii. 23; J,uke 3, rest 13 times. 
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•pov</>iprw, vii. 42, Amll8 '" 23; Acts viii. 18, xxi. 26; Luke 5 time&, rest 
frequently. 

"'7ror, vii. 43, A11wa v. 26, Acts vii. H, E.c. xxv. 9, 40, Acts xx.iii. 23; 
Paul 4 times, rost 9. 

7TptW"""i", vii. 43; lhut. iv. 19, xvii. 3; Acts viii. 27, x. 23, xxiv. 11; 
Luke iv. 7, ~. xxh-. 52, re11t frequently. 

'""'""· rii. 43, Amoa v. 26; Acta vii. 44, xv. 16, Amo.• ix. 11; Luke ix. 33, 
xvi. 9, rest 16 timt>s. 

~,,.011, \'ii. 44, ET. xxni. 21 ; Acts iv. 33; Luke\". H, ix. ii, xxi. 13, 
rest IS. 

alT1i11, vii. 46, iii. 2, 14, ix. 2, xii. 20, xiii. 21, 28, xvi. 29, xxv. 3, 15; 
Luke 11 timee, reat frequently. 

oUo&,uU., vii. 47, 3 Kinge vi. 2, viii. 20, 1 Cl1ron. xxviii. 6; Acts vii. 49, 
I.aiali, bcvi. 1; Acts iY. 11, ix. 31, xxii. 32; Luke 11, i·est fre
quently • 

.aOr,1 vii. 48, xvii. 24, xix. 24; Luke 4, rest 39 times. 
woior, vii.49, Ia"fu/1, lxvi. 1; Acts iv. 7, xxiii. 34; Luke 8, rest 22 times. 
~r. vii. 51, Jerem. vi. 10; Acta vii. 57, xi. 2, xxviii. 27 twice; Luke 7, 

reet 25 times. 
&.H•"'• vii. 52, 1111d 8 times; Luke xvii. 23, xxi. 12, Paul 14, rest 19 

times. 
f/w'M.tru•w, vii. ii3, xii. 4, xvi. 4, xxi. 24, 25, xxii. 20, xxiii. 35, xx.viii. 

16 ; Luke 6, rest 17 times. 
&,.pru,, vii. ii6, and 13 times; Luke 7, rest 36 times. 
ltefJOXA'"'• vii. 58, ix. 40, xiii. 50, xvi. 37, xx vii. 38 ; Luke 21 times, rest 

frequently. 
;~. vii. 58, and 10 times; Luke 11 times, rest frequently. 
1~'°"• vii . .')8, and 7 times; Luke 10 times, rest frequently. 

"' e shall now give the words which may either be 
regarded as characteristic of the author of the Acts and 
Gospel, or tho use of which is peculiar or limited to 
him:-
cniC'iT''"• vi. II, ix. 211; Luke xxii. 23, xxiv. l.'i, Mark 6 times. 
pp with A..X1i11, vi. 11, 13, x. 44, xi. 14, xiii. 42; Luke ii. 17, 50, rest 

6 times : without A..X. Acts 9, Luke 17, rest 32 times. 
l~W-, vi. 12, iv. 1, x. 17, xi. 11, xii. 7, xvii. 5, xxii. 13, 20, xxiii. 11, 

27, xxviii. 2; Luke 7 times, 1 Theaa. v. 3, 2 Tim. iv. 26, only. 
VllllOpffaCn11, vi. 12, xix. 29, xxvii. 16; Luke viii. 29, only. 
vimapw,,, vi. 12, and 13 times; Luke xxii. 66; Mt. 3 times, Mk. 3, 

John 1, only. 
iral,•ritu {followed by pa.rticip.), vi. 13, v. 42, xiii. 10, xx. 31, xxi 32; 

Luke v. 4, rest 3 times; otherwise Acts xx. 1 ; Luke viii. 24, xi. 1, 
rest 3 time.<i. 

• The oldest codices omit vnois from vii. 48. 
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icaTa>..it"'• vi. 14, v. 38, 39; Luke xxi. 6, cf. ix. 12, xix. 7, Paul 3, Mt • 
.J, Mk. 3 times. 

;&,, vi. 1-1, xv. 1, xxv. 16; Luke i. 9, ii. 42, xxii. 39, reet 2; T4 ;s.,, vi. 
14, xvi. 21, xxi. 21, xxvi. 3, xxviii. 17, only. 

'"'°'''cr8a', vi. 16, xx. 9; Luke ii. 46, Mt. xxvi. 55, John iv. 6, xi. 20, 
xx. 12, only. 

1CaT°""'iv, vii. 2, 4 twice, 48, i. 19, 20, ii. 5, 9, 14, iv. 16, ix. 22, 32, 35, 
xi. 29, xiii. 27, xvii. 24, 26, xix. 10, 17, xxii. 12; Luke twice, rest 
2a times. 

uvyy•vna, vii. 3, Oen. xii. 1, cf. &. xii. 21 ; Act.a vii. 14; Luke i. 61, only. 
ii:oii:f'i~v, vii. 4, xiii. 21, xiv. 26, xvi. 12, xx. 16, xxi. 1, x.xvii. 4, 12 (P), 

xxviii. 15, Mk. x. 1 (P) only. 
i>.1/po110µ.1a, vii. 5, xx. 32, both with &Wai; Luke xii. 13, xx. 14, rest 10 

times. 
&vvai, vii. 5, 38, v. 31, xix. 31, xx. 32; Luke 8, rest 9 timee. 
/jijpo., vii. 5 (oMi f3ijpo. ~r) Deut. ii. 5 (~ ~1'4 m>4ck), xii. 21, xviii. 

12, 16, 17, xxv. 6, 10, ti; Paul twice, rest twice. 
"'f"Top.q, vii. 8, x. 45, xi. 2 ; Paul 23, rest 11 times. 
"'P'T'f'""'• vii. 8, Oen. xxi. 4; Acts xv. 1, 5, 24, xvi. 3, xxi. 21 ; Luke 

i. 59, ii. 21, Paul 8, rest 2 times. 
TraTpuip)('I'• vii. 8, 9, ii. 29, Heb. vii. 4, only. 
C,,>.oW, vii. 9, Gen. xxxvii. 11 ; Acts xvii. 6 ; Paul 9, reet 2 times. 
i~'iv, vii. 10, 34, Excd. iii. 8; Acts xii. 11, xxiii. 27, xxvi. 17; Paul 

3, reet 2 times. 
ivawfov, vii. 10, Gm. xli. 37 ; viii. 32, Iaaiah liii. 7; Luke i. 8, xx. 26, 

xxiv. 19, Mk. ii. 12 (P) only. 
;,yo;,~"°'• vii. 10, xiv. 12, xv. 22, cf. xxvi. 2; Luke xxii. 26, Heb. xiii. 

7, 17, 24. 
iEmrOtTTf>.>..,"', vii. 12, ix. 30, xi. 22, xii. 11, xiii. 26, xvii. 14, xxii. 21 ; 

Luke 3 times, Gal. iv. 4, 61 only. 
ylvor, vii. 13, 19, iv. 6, 36, xiii, 26, xvii. 28, 29, xviii. 2, 24; Paula, rest 

7 times. 
p.1Taii:aAf'itr6at, vii. 14, x. 32, xx. li, xxiv. 25, only. 
+vxq (man), vii. 14, Deut. x. 22; Acts ii. 41, 43, iii. 23, xxvii. 37; 

Rom. xiii. 1, 2 Pet. ii. 141 Bev. xvi. 3. Constr. cf. Luke xiv. 31. 
p.vijpo., vii. 16, ii. 29 ; Luke viii. 27, xxiii. 23, xxiv. l, rest 3 times. 
T•p.q (price), vii. 16, iv. 34, v. 2, 3, xix. 19; 1 Cor. vi. 20, vii. 23, Mt.. 

xxvii. 6, 9, only. 
apy{,piov, vii. 16, iii. 6, viii. 20, xix. 19, xx. 33; Luke ix. 3, xix. 16, 23, 

xxil. 6, rest 11 times. 
f.yyiCnv, vii. 17, ix. 3, x. 9, xxi. 32, xxii. 6, xxiii. 15; Luke 18, rest 19 

times. 
al.~civnv, vii. 17, l!..'X-O<l. i. 7; Acts vi. 7, xii. 24, xix. 20; Luke i. 80, ii. 

40, xii. 27, xiii. 19, rest 4 and in other senses 10 times. 
fr°A~tv, vii. 17, Ex'oo.. i. 7; Acta vi. 7, ix. 31, xii. 24, rest 6 times. 
{3plcfm, vii. 19; Luke i. 41, 44, ii. 12, 16, xviii. 15; 2 Tim. iii. 16, 1 Pet. 

ii. 2, only. 
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-w. vii. 19, E:wd. i. 11; Acts vii. 6, Utr1. xv. la; Acts xii. 1, xiv. 2, 
xviii. 10, 1 Pet. ill. 13, only. 

C..ayowiv, vii. 19, EX-Od. i. 17, 18, 22; Luke xvii. 33, 1 Tim. vi. 13, only. 
baT,,fl/>fUt, vii. 20, 21, xxii. 3, only. 
,...,., vii. 20, :u-ili. 11, xix. 8, xx. 3, xxviii. 11; Luke 5, reet 8 times. 
lirr.ai-, vii. 21, xi. 4, xviii. 26, xxvili. 23, only. 
4-pt&a6m (de t.ollente liberos), vii. 21, EX-Od. ii. 6: a11CUpii11, vii. 28 twice, 

ii. 23, v. 33, 36, ix. 23, 24, 29, x. 39, xii. 2, xiii. 28, xvi. 27, xxii. 20, 
xxiii. 15, 21, 2i, xxv. 3, xxvi. 10; Luke xxii. 2, xxiii. 32, rest 3 
times. 

rrcu&WUt, vii. 22, xxii. 3; 1 Tim. i. 20, 2 Tim. ii. 25, Tit. ii. 12, only; 
,..~. (castigare), Luke xxiii. 16, 22, rest 6 times. 

awanis, vii. 22, ii. 24, xi. 17, xviii. 24, xx. 16, xxv. 6; Luke xxiv. 19, 
i. 49, xiv. 31, xviii. 27; Paul 12, rest 13 times. 

lrrurtciffTfadcu, vii. 23, vi. 3, xv. 36; Mt. L'tV. 36, 43, Jamee i. 27: of God, 
Acts xv. 14, Luke i. 68, i8, vii. 16; Heb. ii. 6, only. 

rr~.,pow (of time), vii. 23, 30, ix. 23, xxiv. 27; Luke xxi. 24; Mk. i 15, 
John vii. 8; (of fulness), Acts ii. 2, 28, v. 3, 28, xiii. 52, Luke ii. 40, 
iii. 5, rest 24 times. 

ltcaW,au, vii. 24 ; Luke xviii. 7, 8, xxi. 22, all with rr0Hi11 except the last; 
rest 5 times. 

rr=aucrfUt, vii. 24, EX-Oil. ii. 12; Acts xii. 7, 23; Luke xxii. 49, 50; rest 
5 times. 

"°l'iC1111, vii. 25, viii. 20, xiv. 19, xvi. 13, 27, xvii. 29, xxi. 29; Luke ii. 
44, iii. 23, rest 6 times. 

lwr&iwu, vii. 26, xxili. 11, ni. 11, xx. 15, xxi. 18, only. See again below. 
cnr..&U., vii. 27, 39, xiii. 46; Rom. xi. 1, 2, 1 Tim. i. 19, only. 
:PX•"• vii. 27, 35 twice, E-x. ii. 14; Acts ill. li, iv. 5, 8, 26, xiii. 27, xiv. 

5, xvi. 19, xxili. 5; Luke 8, rest 18 times. 
~r, vii. 27, 35, EX-Od. ii. 14; Luke xii. 14, only. 
of"Jl"J• vii. 31, EX-Oil. ill. 3; Acts ix. 10, 12, x. 3, 17, 19, xi. 5, xii. 9, xvi. 

9, 10, xviii. 9; Mt. xvii. 9, only. 
ICaT'GM>fW, vii.31,32,xi.6, xxvii.39; Luke vi.41, xii.24, 27, xx.23; 

Rom. iv. 19; Mt. vii. 3; rest 4 times. 
1rrpopor, vii. 32, xvi. 29, both with "(fvO/'fllOf; Heb. xii. 21, only. 
criw, vii. 35, and 00 times; Luke 26, Paul 22, rest 31 times. 
Jfclyf"', vii. 36, 40, v. 19, xii. 17, xiii. 17, xvi. 37, 39, xxi. 38; Luke 

xxiv. 00 ; rest 4 times. 
a•xfa8cu, vii. 38, 59, iii. 21, viii. 14, xi. l, xvii. 11, xi. li, xxii. 5, 

xxviii. 21 ; Luke 15, rci;t 30 times. 
aTpit/lfw, vii. 39, 42, xiii. 46; Luke 8, rost 9 time!!. 
ci~"'· vii. 41, ix. 39, xii. 4, xvi. 34; Luke ii. 22, iv. 5, xxii. 66 (3 Kings 

ill. 15, 2 Chron. xxix. 21), Rom. x. 7, Heb. xiii. 20, Mt. iv. 1, only. 
In sense of putting oft t.o sea, Acts 13 times; Luke once, only. 

fltl/>paiwUt, vii. 41, ii. 26; Luke xii. 19, xv. 23, 24, 29, 32, xvi. 19; Rom. 
xv. 10, 2 Cor. ii. 2, Gal. iv. 27, Rev. thrice, only. 

aTpar&a, vii. 42; Luke ii. 13, only; (3 Kings xxii. 19). 

Digitized by Goog I e 



172 :st.: l'ER~.lTU ll.\L ltt:LlGIO.X. 

~3cln"', vii. 4:1, Amoe v. 26; Acts i. :!, 11, rl, x. 16, xx. 13, Ii, xx.iii. 
31, rest 5 times. 

3UIT'GUUf"' ru. 44, WV. 23; Xviii, 2, XX. 13, xxW, 31; J,uke iii. 13, viii . 
.:i5, xvii. 9, 10; Paul 5 times: Tit. i. 5, only. 

•lu~"'• Tii. -iii, ix. 8, xxi. 28, 29, 37, xxii. 24; Luke ii. 27, xiv. 21, 
xxii . .:;.t; rC11t twice, only. 

<~&,,,vii. 45, xxvii. 39 only; (Jtt'em. xxiv. 9, 4:<'., .tc.). 
Jrpotroptilffr8a,, vii. 47, ET. xxxii. 1; Luke i. i6, only. 
~+urTos, absolute, vii. -48 (cf. xvi. 17, ii. 3a, v. 31. xxiv. 49); Luke i. 32, 

35, i6, vi. :15 (cf. ii. 14, "riii. 28, xix. :18) only. CT. Mk. v. 7, 
Heb. vii. 1. 

xupotroirrros, vii. 48, xvii. 24; Mk. xiv. 58, Epb. ii. 11, Heb. ix. 11, 2-i 
only. Other compounds of x•ip 1ll'8d by the author only : xupay"'l"£'"· 
ix. 8, uii. 11; xn~, xiii. 11. xnpor-ow&,,, xiv. 2:J and 2 C•1r. 
viii. 9 only. 

1rf'Ol'4TayytUu11, ru. 52, iii. HI, 24, only; {2 C-0r. ix. 5 much too doubtful 
to quote). 

8&1UMOs, absolute, vii. 52, iii. H, xxii. 14; 1 Pet. iii. tfl (cf. James v. 6) 
only. 

·~· vii. 52; Luke vi. 16, 2 Tim. iii. 4, only. 
ipowus, ru. 52, iii. H, xx viii. 4 ; Mt. xxii. 7, 1 Pet. iv. 15, Rev. xxi. 8, 

xxii. 15, only. 
3unrpi'"'• "rii M, v. 33, only; (1 l'hr<m. u. 3). 
imapxn., "rii. 55, and 25 timee; Luke 7. Paul 9, reat 6 times. 
mni(u,, fls, vii. 55, vi. rn, i. 10, iii. 4, xi. 6, xiii. 9; 2 Cor. iii. 7, 13 

only; m-• .,.,,,;, iii. 12, x. 4, xiv. 9, xxiii. 1; Luke iv. 20, xxii. 56, 
only. 

tr'A~p'ls, ru. 55, "ri. 3, 5, 8, ix. 36, xi. 24, xiii. 10, xix. 28; Luke iv. l, v. 
12 ; rest 7 times. 

8UDOiYf"'• vii. 56, xvi. H, xvii. 3; Luke ii. 23, xxiv. 31, 32, 45, Mk. ii. 
34, 35, only. 

UlJllf)(f"'· vii. 57' x.,-ni. 5, xx viii. 8 ; J,uke iv. 38, rui. 37' 45, xii. 50, xix. 
43, xxii. 63, rest thrice only. 

op~. vii. 57, xix. 29; Luke nii. 33, Mt. ,-iii, 32, Mk. v. 13, only. 
6"""'1palHW, vii. 5j, i. H, ii. 1, 46, iv. 24, v. 12, viii. 6, xii. 20, xv. 25, 

xviii. 12, xix. 29; Rom. xv. 6, only. 
N8o{Jo'A,&,,, vii. 58, 59, xiv. a ; Luke xiii. :W, reet 5 times; (E.r. xix. 13). 
11fG11ias, vii. 58, xx. 9, xxiii. 17, 18, 22, only. 
'"ucaAi'iudaA, vii. 59 and 19 times ; Luke xxii. 3; Paul 5, reet 5 times. 
1tocµau8'u, (of dying) vii. 60, xiii. 36; Paul 6, rest 7 timee. Otherwise, 

Acts xii. 6; Luke xxii. 45; Matth. xxviii. 13. 

'f o this very remarkable list of words we have still to 
add a number of expressions which further betray the 
author of the Acts an1l Gospel :-
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vi. I 0. Kai ovK i'1rxvo11 civr&crriiva' Tfl 
iro<Pl'l- Kai T;; TrVCV/JCITt .; 1'>..R>.n. 

Luke xxi. 15. iy0o yap bO.iro> vµ'i11 
<TTOf'O Kai 1ro4>fo11, {J ov avl'1j1ro11Tai 
tir'T«rrijvat . • • trti~ff oi ciVTCICfip.<VO& 

vµ'iv. 

vi. 12. The participle iwurraf added to a finite verb: xvii. 5, xxii. 13, 
xxiii. II, 27; Luke ii. 38, iv. 39, x. 40. 

Ti. 13, P?f'OTa >.a>.;;,. KaTa Toii Twov Toii ayiov Kai Toii ~oµov. xxi. 28 . . . . 
mra T'OV •••• 110/Ufll Kai TOV TWOV (Toii aylov)1 ToWOV •••• a,MU"KCllll', 
••• Kai KtKot.,,,,Ktll Toll llyco11 T0wo11 ToiiT011. Cf. Mt. xxiv. 15. 

Ti. H, 'Iqiroiir o NaCo>pa'ior, ii. 22, iii. 6, iY. 10, xxii. 8, L"tVi. 9; Luke 
xviii. 37, xxiv. 19; Mt. 2, Mk. I, John 3 times. 

'"ii. 2, 3...apts cia.>.q,.,i Kai 'lrOTfptr, OKOV(rOTf, xxii. 1 the samo ; a.a._ cia1>.t#Jol 
i. 16, ii. 29, 37, vii. 2, 26, xiii. 15, 26, 38, xv. 7, 13, xxiii. 1, 6, 
xxviii. 17, and with ciKovuaTt added in ii. 22, xiii. 16; llvapts alone 
with name of place or people, i. 11, ii. 14, 22, iii. 12, v. 35, xiii. 16, 
xvii. 22, xix. 35, xxi. 28; ci11ril! with name, , .. I, viii. 9, 27, ix. 12, 
x. 28, xi. 20, xxii. 3. 

vii. 2, 'lrpw ~. with infinitfro and accusative, ii. 20; Luke xxii. 61; Mt. i. 
18, Mk. xiv. 30; with conjunct. and optat. xxv. 16, I,uke ii. 26, 
xxii. 34. . 

vii. 3, JrpOr, with accusative after 1in1'iv, i. 7, ii. 29, 37, iii. 22, iv. 8, 19, 
23, v. 9, 35, viii. 20, ix. 10, 15, x. 21, xii. 8, 15, xv. 7, 36, xviii. 6, 
H, xix. 2 twico, 3, xxi. 37, xxii. 8, 10, 21, 25, xxiii. 3; = 30 times; 
Luke upwards of iO times, cf. 1.lt. iii. 15 (? :), Mk. 2, John 11 times, 
only. 

vii. 4, ')'ii, with name of country without article, (cf. 11), vii. 29, 36, -!O, 
xiii. 17, 19; Mt. 6, rest 2 times. 

,, '"'""To, followed by infinitfre, i. 3, x. 41, xv. 13, xix. 21, xx. 1; 
Luke xii. 5, xxii. 20. 

vii. 6, ,..,,.· al,,.civ, xix. 4 ; xiii. 25, ,..,,.• iµl. 
vii. 9, ccui ~" o 1110s I"'"' al,,.oii, Gen. xxxix. 2, cf. 21, 23; x. 38, ••• o,., o 

~~ ~ ,..,,.· al,,.oii. Cf. John iii. 2. 
vii. 10, ol.or, family, vii. 42, ii. 36, x. 2, xi. H, xvi. 15, 31, xviii. 8; Luke 

7 times, rest 16; O}<os o olKos, Acts vii. 10, ii. 2, xviii. 8. 
Tii. 17, av~'" Kai fl'>.,,ev,,.,.,, vi. 7, xii. 2-!. 
vii. 18, lfxp<r o~ K. T. >.., xx,;i. 3.'l; cf. Luke xxi. 24 (: ?) ; Paul 4, rest 3 

times. 
vii. 19, Toii sroc•i11. The use of the genitive Toii before a verb in the infini

tive, iii. 2, 12, ,;ii. 40, ix. IS, x. 2.i, 47, xiii. 47, xiv. 9, 18, x~. 

20, xviii. 10, xx. 3, 20, 27, 30, xxi. 12, xxiii. 15, 20, xxvi. 18 
twice, xxvii. 1, 20, = 23 times ; Luke 25 times, rest 36. 

Tii. 22, .; .. 3Vl'OT'or ;., >.Oyoir Kai lpyocr. xviii. 2-!, 8v11aTos :,., ;., Tacr ypat#Jair· 
Luke xxiv. 19, 8v11GT•s lv lpyft> Kai >.&y,,. 

• The words between brackets are found in the Codices A, C', and 
oth•·ri<, hut ::irl' omitted hy otlm· ::111ci1>11t authoriticll. 
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vii. 23 ••• TfVVf~alrt,s ~ • ••• xiii. 18. • Tfvtn~ab-r, 
'XfJO-. 

vii. 23 • • • '""fJil /,,& .,.,;.. mpa.a. mmw . • • 1 Cor. ii. 9 • • • "tir& mp-
3C- m.8pft-ov oVIC mflrl,, ••• cl. Luke xxiv. 38; cl. Acta x. 
9; ~"'"" Acta 20 times, Luke 9 times, rest frequently. 
mpaia occurs in Acta 21, Luke 24 times, rest frequently. 

,, vlol 'lvpao/., 3i, v. 21, ix. Ui, x. 36; Luke i. 16, Paul 3, rest 4 
times. 

vii. 24, lflOi'l'Tff' l1e3&a,a111 • • • Luke xviii. i and 8 • • • ~' .,.,;.. l~

"'IO""· 
vii. 25, "°"'''"'•·with accusative and infinitive, xiv. 19, xvi. 13, 2i, xvii. 

29 ; only once wied othenriee xxi. 29 ; ao Luke ii. 44 ; rare else
where. 

,, """""" ro&.s a&A4'oVs iin ••• Mt. xvii. 13; Tan -.,;;- oi ,,.Jr,-

" 

' . 1"aa ora ••• 

3&G XfapcW, ii. 23, v. 12, xi. 30, xiv. 3, xv. 23, xix. 11, 26; 111 XfapC, 
vii. 3a. 

vii. 26, ri Tf f'lruWITfl ~,.;1"1 ... xxiii. 11, Tj a; '""""'71 INICT'l. Tj ~ 
without a substantive, xvi. 11, xx. la, xxi. 18. l'lrlffa& does not 
oocur in any other writing of the N. T. The Tf in this pueage may 
not be suftlciently certain, but it oocurs some 1.W times in Act8, 8 
in Luke, and only 46 times in the rest of the N. T. 

vii. 28, 3npciiro11, Ex. ii. 14 ; Acta i. 11, xv. 11, xxvii. 2a ; Luke xiii. 34, 
Mt. xxiii. 3i, 2 Tim. iii. 8 ; otherwise Tp<Yrros 6 times. 

vii. 29, fyiWTo 111 T.j, viii. 1, ix. 3i, xiv. 1, xix. 1, xxii. li; Luke 32 
times, rest 9. 

vii. 30, ;,, '/>Aoyi ••• Luke xvi. 24, 111 ,.Y '/>Aoyl TaVrn, only. 
vii. 33, >.iivo11 Tei inr03'11"1 To111 ,,o3-.,, "°"• Ex. iii. a ; Acta xiii. 26, ,,; w0-

3'/p.a T.,11 ,,a3Q.11 >.iivaa.-inr03')p.a. Luke iii. 16, x. 4, xv. 22, xx. 35, 
rest 4 times. 

vii. 34, 1CGl. ,,v,,, iii. 1 i, x. 5, xiii. 11, xvi. 3i, xx. 2'l, 25, xxii. 16, xxiii. 
21, xxvi. 6; elsewhere 12 times. 

vii. 36, ·~ al,.,.o'1s, abeol. v. 19, m. xv. 20. 
vii. ~. ffaTif"S ~,W11, vii. 11, 12, 1.'), 19, 39, 44, 45 twice, 51, 52, iii. 13, 

2a, v. 30, xiii. 17, 32, 36, xv. 10, xxii. 14, xxvi. 6, xxviii. 26. 
vii. 38, /3i~ ).6y&a , .. ,,.,.G • • • Rom. iii. 2 • • • TO Ao,.a roV 8foV ; e(. 

John vi. 61, Heb. iv. 12, v. 12, x. 20; Acta viii. 14 ••. &'af1m11 .,.o,, 
Aayo11 roii lhoii . • • xi. 1 • • • 13i~ .,.o,, AU,.011 roii lhoii • • • xvii. 
11 • • • lai~ T;,,, XU,.011 • • • 

vii. 41, /11 roes fflYO'S Tci>ll Xf&p<i>11 ul,.,.0.11 ••• Rey. ix. 20 • , • /1e T .. 11 ff1"19111 
T0.11 X'"*" a;,.,.;.,,, cf. Heb. i. 10 (Pa. ei. 25, cxxxiv. la). 

vii. 42, V'rf"ITW TOV oVpaJfOV. Luke ii. 13, •.• VTpGT&iis ovpuiov, nowhere 
elee in N. T. 3 Kings xxii. 19 ••. VTpGT&ci roii oVf"D'Ov ••• 
1<1180..S yrypmrTa• 111 fJif3'>.¥ T0.11 Jrf""lntr0.11 ••• i. 20, yiypmrnn yftf' 

fll flif3'>.tt +a>.µ0.11. 
vii. 45, .;11',; "P""~oto, iii. 19, v. 41; Re;. vi. 16, xii. 14, xx. 11, 

only. 
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Tii. 46, ~ fr,fHJ' xapw lvlnno11 TOV 6foii • • • Luke i. 30, ,r,fJff yap XOpc• 
ftOPG ,.¥ &i>; cf. 2 Tim. i. 18 (Gm. xxxili. 10). 

,, '"""""'" T"oii 6foii, iv. 19, x. 31, 33, cf. ,;ii. 21, x. 4; Luke i. 6, 19, 
xii. 6, xvi. 16. 

Tii. oo, ltTT/n for l'"'l«ltir, vii. 56, iv. 14, v. 23, 25, xvi. 9, xxi. 40, xxii. 
25, xxiv. 21, xxv. 10; Luke 4 times. 

tr'A9f1'1t rrwV,.arot 6:ylov ; vi. 5, tr'A9f1'1t • • • frllfUl"JT"Of 6:yiov • • • 
xi. 24, w'A9f1'1s rrwVpart>t 6:ylov • • , vi. 3 • • • tr'A9fJf'f frllfuparos 
••• cf. 8, ix. 36, w'>-9P"ls lpy•11 dya00.11 ••• cf. xiii. 10, xix. 
28; Luke iv. 1, w'A9f1'1t rrwVparos 6:ylov, cf. v. 12. Not else
where in N. T. 

vii. 66, &.,,,- T"OVS ol!pavoils ~"l''''"Y,.fllOVS ; I x. 11, 6f(l)pf'i T"OI' ol!pa..Ov al'fcpy
,,;-. 

Tii. 67, 4'-"9 µ.ryrJA,,, 60, viii. 7, xiv. 10, xvi. 28, xxvi. 24; Luke 7 times, 
Rev. 19, rest 5 times. ""'*1,,,.ft 4x-vfl ,.fY&An, Acts vii. o7, 60, Mt. 
xxvii. 50; ""'*1s !/l•vfl µ.ryri>.u, Rev. vi. 10; l1<po~v !/J•vfl ,.fY&An, cf. 
Mk. i. 26, v. 7, Acts xxiv. 21, Rev. vii. 2, 10, x. 3, xiv. lo, xviii. 2, 
xix. 17. 

vii. 68, wapa ,.oiJr w&aas, iv. 30, 37 (?), v. 2; Mt. xv. 30 only. Everywhere 
else r,,OS. 

Tii. 68, tca>.w~s, with name, i. 12, 23, iii. 11, viii. 10, ix. 11, x. l, xiii. 
I, Xl'. 22, 37, xx vii. 8, 14, 16 ; Luke 9 times, Rev. 4 times. 

vii. 60, &it ,.4 yOMn-a, ix. 40, xx. :J6, xxi. 5; Luke xxii. 41, of. v. 8, Mk. 
xv. 19. 

It is impossible, we think, to examine this analysis, in 
which we might fairly have included other points which we 
have passed over, without feeling the certain conviction 
that the speech of St~phen was composed by the author of 
the rest of the Acts of the Apostles. It may not be out 
of place to quote some remarks of Lekebusch at the close 
of an examination of the language of the Acts in general, 
undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the literary 
characteristics of the book, which, although originally 
having no direct reference to this episode in particular, 
may well serve to illustrate our own results :-" An un
prejudiced critic must have acquired the conviction from 
the foregoing linguistic examination that, throughout the 
whole of the Acts of the Apostles, and partly also the 

1 J>x• E, H, and other codices read al'f61"(JJ.fll0Vf. 
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Gospel, the same style of language an<l expression 
generally prevails, arnl tl1ereforc that our book is an 
original work, indcpe11dent of written sources on the 
whok•, arnl proceeding from a single pen. For when 
the same expressions are everywhere foun<l, when a 
long row of words which only recur in the Gospel and 
Acts, or comparatively only very seldom in other works 
of the New Testament, appear equally in all parts, when 
certain forms of words, peculiarities of word-order, con
struction and phraseology, indeed even whole sentl'nces, 
recur in the different sections, a compilation out of docu
ments hy <liffercnt earlier writers can no longer be 
thought of, and it is 'heyond douht, that we have to 
consider our writing as the work of a single author, who 
has impressed upon it the stamp of a distinct literary 
style' (Zeller, 'fhcol. Jahrb. _1851, p. 107). The use 
of written 8ources is certainly not directly excluded by 
this, and probably the linguistic peculiarities, of which 
some of course exist in isolated sections of our work, 
may be refcn·ed to tl1is. But as these peculiarities 
consi:;t chiefly of a:rrae X.e·yoµha, which may rather be 

· ascrihccl to the richn<.'HS of the author'R vocabulary than 
to his talent for compilation, and in comparison with 
the great majority of points of agreement almost dis
appear, we must from the first be prcpossc8l:ied against 
the theory that our author made use of written sources, 
and only allow mm;elvcs to be moved to such a con
clu8ion hy further distinct phenomena in the various 
parts of our book, especially as the prologue of the 
Gospel, so often quoted for the purpose, does not at all 
support it. But in any case, as bas already been re
marked, tlie opinion that, in the Acts of the Apostles, 
the l't'V<'r:tl parts nre Rtru11g togt•th<'r almn!'t without 
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alteration, is quite irrecontilable with the result of our 
linguistic examination. Zeller rightly says :-' Were 
the author so dependent a co~piler, the traces of such 
a proceeding must necessarily become apparent in a 
thorough dissimilarity of language and expression. And 
this dissimilarity would be all the greater if his sources, 
as in that case we could scarcely help admitting, 
belonged to widely separated spheres as regards lan
guage and mode of thought. On the other hand, it 
would be altogether inexplicable that, in all parts of the 
work, the same favourite expressions, the same turns, 
the same peculiarities of vocabulary and syntax should 
meet us. This phenomenon only becomes conceivable 
when we suppose that the contents of our work were 
brought into their present form by one and the same 
person, and that the work as it lies before us was not 
merely rompi0led by some one, but was also composed 
by him.'" 1 

Should an attempt be made to argue that, even if it 
be conceded that the language is that of the Author of 
Acts, the sentiments may be those actually expressed by 
Stephen, it would at once be obvious that such an ex
planation is not only purely arbitrary and incapable of 
proof, but opposed to the facts of the case. It is not the 
language only which can be traced to the Author of the 
rest of the Acts but, as we have shown, the whole plan 
of the speech is the same as that of others in different 
parts of the work. Stephen speaks exactly as Peter does 
before him and Paul at a later period. There is just 
that amount of variety which a wi·iter of not unlimited 
resources can introduce to express the views of <lif-

' Lthbu1eh, Die Comp. und Entsteh. dcr Apostelgesch., p. i9 r. 
TOI.. UL 
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ferent men under different <4iircnmstances, but there is 
so much which is nevertheless common to them all, that 
community of authorship cannot be denied. On the 
other hand, the improbabilities of the na1Tative, the sin
gular fact that Stephen is not mentioned by the Apostle 
Paul, and the peculiarities which may be detected in the 
speech itself receive their very simple explanation when 
linguistic analysis so clearly demonstrates that, whatever 
small nucleus of fact may lie at the basis of the episode, 
the speech actually ascribed to the martyr Stephen is 
nothing more than a later composition put into his mouth 
by the Author of the Acts. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK, CONTINUED. 

PHILIP AND THE EUNUCH. PETER AND CORNELIUS. 

WE have been forced to enter at such length into the 
discussion of the speech and martyrdom of Stephen, that we 
cannot afford space to do more than merely glance at the 
proceedings of his colleague Philip, as we pass on to more 
important points in the work before .us. The author 
states that a great persecution broke out at the time of 
Stephen's death, and that all (1TCtVT£~) the community. of 
Jerusalem were scattered abroad " except the Apostles" 
(11).~v 'TWV a1To<TT6).wv). That the heads of the Church, 
who were well known, should remain unmolested in 
Jerusalem, whilst the whole of the less known members 
of the community were persecuterl and driven to flight, is 
certainly an extraordinary an<l suspicious statement.1 

Even apologists are obliged to admit that the account of 
the dispersion of the whole Church is hyperbolic ; 2 but 
exaggeration and myth enter so largely and persistently 
into the composition of the Acts of the Apostles, that it is 
difficult, after any attentive scrutiny, seriously to treat the 
work as in any strict sense historical at all. It has been 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 46; Davidson, Int. N. T., ii. p. 246; Schlei.w· 
~htt', Einl. N. T., p. 359; Schnttkenburger, Apg., p. 182 f. ; Zeller, 
Apg., p. 153 t. Cf. Lelublllch, Apg., p. 98 f. 

: .Alfurd, Greek Test., ii. p. 84; Baumgarten, Apg., i. p. 161 ; Gloag, 
Acts, i. p. 2i3; Hackett, Acts, p. 119; Meyer, Apg., p. 197. 

• 2 
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conjectured by some critics, as well in explanation of this 
statement as in connection 'vith theories regarding the 
views of Stephen, that the persecution in question was 
limited to the Hellenistic community to which Stephen 
belonged, whilst the Apostles and others, who were known 
as faithful observers of the law and of the temple worship, 1 

were not regarded as heretics by the orthodox Jews.2 

'l'he narrative in the Acts does not seem to support the 
view that the persecution was limited to the Hellenists ; 3 

but beyond the fact vouched for by Paul that about this 
time there was a persecution, we have no data whatever 
regarding that event. Philip, it is said, went down to 
the city of Samaria, aud " was preaching the Christ" 4 to 
them. As the statement that " the multitudes with one 
accord gave heed to the things spoken " to them by 
Philip is ascribed to the miracles which he performed 
there, we are unable to regard the narrative as historical, 
and still less so when we consider the supernatural 
agency by which his further proceedings are directed and 
aided. 'Ve need only remark that the Samaritans, 
although only partly of Jewish origin, and rejecting the 
Jewish Scriptures with the exception of the Pentateuch, 
worshipped the same God as the Jews, were circumcised, 
and were equally prepared as a nation to accept the 
Messiah. The statement tha~ the Apostles Peter and 
J ohu went to Samaria, in order, by the imposition of 
hands, to bestow the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 

I iii. 1, 11, iv. 1, V. 25. 
2 Baur, Paulw, i. p. 46; Davidscm, lot. N. T., ii. p. 246; Sch11tclm1-

b11rger, Apg., p. 183; Tjw1k Willillk, Just. Mart., p. 25 f. ; Zeller, Apg., 
p. 154. 

1 Baumgarten, Acts i. p. 160 f.; ll<1c!.:eft, .Acts, p. 119; H1m11•l1r'y, Act11, 
p. i I ; LchbU1Cli, Apg., p. 355 f., anm.; lllty<r, Apg., p. 19i; Sti•-r. 
Rcdou d. Ap., i. p. 184 f. 

~ yiii. 5 ••• bc~pvCTUfll awoi, ru11 Xpte1Ttiv. 
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converts baptized by Philip, does not add to the general 
credibility of the history.• As Bleek 2 has well remarked, 
nothing is known or said as to whether the conversion of 
the Samaritans effected any change in their relations to
wards the Jewish people and the temple in Jerusalem; 
and the mission of Philip to the Samaritans, as related in 
the Acts, cannot in any case be considered as having any 
important bearing on the question before us. \Ve shall 
not discuss the episode of Simon at all, although, in the 
opinion of eminent critics, it contains much that is sug
gestive of the true character of the Acts of the Apostles . 
. An "Angel of the Lord'' (ayyEXo~ KVplov) speaks to 
Philip, and desires him to go to the desert way from 
Jerusalem to Gaza/' where the Spirit tells him" to draw 
near and join himself to the chariot of a man of 
Ethiopia who had come to worship at Jerusalem, and was 
then returning home. Philip runs thither, and hearing 
him read Isaiah, expounds the passage to him, and at his 
own request the Eunuch is at once baptized. " And 
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away (1TVEvµ.a. KVplov 1}p1Ta.crE) Philip, and 
the eunuch saw him no more ; for he went .on his way 
rejoicing; but Philip was found at Azotus." 6 Attempts 
have of course been made to explain naturally the super
natural features of this narrative.6 Ewald, who is master 
of the art of rationalistic explanation, says, with regard to 
the order given by the angel : ''he felt impelled as by 
the power and the clear voice of an angel " to go in that 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 4 7; David8()11, Int. N. T., ii. p. 246; Overbeck, zu 
de Wette, Apg., p. 123; Zeller, Apg., p. 156 f. 

• 1 Hebrierbr., i. p. fl7, anm. i2. 1 viii. 26. 
4 v. 29. • v. 39 f. Azotus was upwards of 30 miles off. 
• Ewald, Oesch. des V. Isr., vi. p. 219 f.; Olahawen, Apostelgesch., 

p. 138. Meytr has abandoned his earlier views of this kind. 
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paralysed, who had lain on a bed for eight years. Peter 
said to him : " .lEneas, Jesus the Christ healeth thee ; 
arise and make thy bed." And he arose immediately.1 

As the consequence of this miracle, the writer states 
that: "All who dwelt at Lyd1la and the Sharon saw 
him, who turned to the Lord." ll The exaggeration of 
such a statement' is too palpable to require argumenL 
'fhe effect produced by the supposed miracle is almost as 
incredible as the miracle itself, and the account altogether 
has little claim to the character of sober history. 

This mighty work, however, is altogether eclipsed by a 
miracle which Peter performs about the same time at 
Joppa. A certain woman, a disciple, named Tabitha, who 
was "full of good works," fell sick in those days an<l 
died, and when they washed her, they laid her in an upper 
chamber, and sent to Peter at Lydda, beseeching him to 
come to them without delay. When Peter arrived they 
took him into the upper chamber, where all the widows 
stood weeping, and showed coats and garments which 
Dorcas used to make while she was with them. " But 
Peter put them all out, and kneeled down and prayed; 
and, turning to the body, said: Tabitha, arise. And she 
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And 
he gave her his hand, and raised her up, and when he 
called the saints and the widows, he presented her alive." 
Apparently, the raising of the dead did not produce as 
much effect as the cure of the paralytic, for the writer 
only adds here : " And it was known throughout all 
Joppa ; and many believed in the Lord." 4 'Ve shall 
hereafter have to speak of the perfect c~lmness and 
absence of surprise with which these early writers relate 

I ix. 33, 34. : ix. 3iJ. 
3 Ztlltr, Apostelgesch., p. 1 ;; f. • ix. 36-4?. 
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the most astonishing miracles. It is evident from the 
manner in which this story is narrated that the miracle 
was anticipated.1 The inr£po/ov in which the body is 
laid cannot have been the room generally used for 
that purpose, but is probably the single upper chamber 
of such a house which the author represents as specially 
adopted in anticipation of Peter's arriva:l.2 The widows 
who stand by weeping and showing the garments made 
hy the deceased complete the preparation. As Peter 
is sent for after Dorcas had died, it would seem as 
though the writer intimated that her friends expected 
him to raise her from the dead. The explanation of 
this singular phenomenon, however, becomes clear 
when it is remarked that the account of this great 
miracle is closely traced from that of the raising of 
Jairus' daughter in the Synoptics,3 and more especially 
in the second Gospel.4 In that instance Jesus is sent 
for ; and, on coming to the house, he finds people 
"weeping and wailing greatly." He puts them all forth, 
like Peter ; and, taking the child by the hand, says to 
her: " ' Talitha koum,' which is being interpreted : 
.Maiden, I say unto thee, arise. And immediately the 
maiden arose and walked." 6 Baur and others 6 conjec
ture that even the name " Tabitha, which by interpreta-

1 Zeller, Apg., p. 178; Ot•erbeck, zu de Watte, Apg., p. I.JO. Cf. 
JJ,:vi.<Wm, Int. N. 'l'. ii. p. 249 f.; Meyer, Apg., p. 234. 

: .!fryer, Apg., p. 23!; Zeller, A.pg., p. 178, anm. 1. 
3 Yt. ix. 18, 19, 23-2ii; Mk. v. 22, 23, 3ii-42; Luke viii. 41, 42, 

·1~1-06. 

• Baur, Paulus, i. p. 219, anm. 1 ; Davidson, Int. N. T., ii. p. 249 f., 
Gfriirer, Dio heil. Sage, i. p. 4H; Overbeck, zu de W., Apg., p. liiO; 
::;,·hwanbtck, Quellen d. Sehr. d. Lukas, i. p. 48; Zeller, Apg., p. 177 • 

• :Mk. v. 38-42. 
6 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 219, anm. 1; Schwanbeck, Quellon, p. 48. In Mk. 

T. 41, TcWSa tt.oop., o lOTw ,u8,pp.1111n1&,uvo .. • T'O tt.opauw .. ••• In Acts ix. 
313, Ta/Jt8u, ~ l!"PP.'1,.,oop.I,,,, >.rymu 6optt.a,. -
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tion is called Dorcas,,, was suggested by the words 
TaAJ/ci. Kovp., al:>0Ye quoted. The Hebrew original of 
TajJJJQ. signifies "Gazelle," and they contend that rt was 
used, like TCW.9ci, in the sense generally of: Yaiden. 1 

These two astonishing miracles, reporteJ b)· an unknown 
writer, and without any corrol:>Oration, are absolutely 
incredible, anrl cannot prepossess an)· reasonable mind 
with confidence in the narratiYe to which they form an 
introduction, and the natural distrust which they awaken 
is fully confirmed when we find supernatural ~aency 

employed at e\·ery stage of the following h~ory. 
'Ye are told 2 that a certain dernut centurion, nameJ 

Cornelius, "saw in a vision plainly,, (£l&v lv opGp.4n 
~~)an angel of God, who 8aitl to him: "Thy prayers 
and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 
And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, 
who is surnamed Peter, whose house is by the sea side.» 
After giving these minute directions, the angel departed, 

1 The leading peculiarities cf the two account.a may be contrasted thwt-

ActB ix. 36 • • • """ ; .. pae;,..pca 
,;.o,_urr1TafJ•8a, ~ 3up/A'l"'vop.irri 
~iy1TC1& .6opuis. 38 ..• ci.cowarns 
an n. i'"l... a ainj (.\LU.), a,,;'",w.,, 
av.. &r3pas •pos CIVTO• rapara
AotirTfS' M~ ~'7!1s &EA81c• ;.,, , 
.,,....... 39 •••• riiua& al ,ripen 
rAaiovua• rai ••• 40. JrfJaAwr 
3i if• •arTas o D •••• rai E'll'&
O'Tpitas •pos To ui./Aa 1bro· Ta
fl 18a d .. auT,,e,. ~ a. ... 4,,,_ 
ra8&uo. 41. 3ovs a; ahfi x.•cpa 
a.,;".,.,, a•,, minj.,. 

' x. 1 ff. 

Luke Tiii . .U. rai i3cW a•.jp ••• 
11'C1puci>..u CIVTor 1iu1>..e.&.fisn.. 
oLca. ..Wot.. 52. ; rAato• a« •a•T"U 
«a i . . . .H. a~Tos a« i l</Ja}..w tniJrnu 
if-*, ra~ «pcrr~uas njr x.•'f'Or cn.njs, 
E~"'lf'D Afy..r 'H imis, '°ripov. M. 
rai '7ri O'TP•+•• To 11"r1ii/Aa ai'"is, 
«cU G If f O'T '1 'll'ClpClx.pij,.,,. 

Mark v. 40 •••• aVnk a~ lrfJa
A• .. •arTar .... ~ ... -11. 
rai rpaT~uas Tijs x.••pOr nni -.a;,,., 
Aiyn ainj, TaA•8a ut.,., o lvn .. 
,..e.P/A'l".VO/AOOr To ....,,.uno.,.. 
uoi Ai)W, ~'fM· 42. mi W8f.s 
Gl'fO'T"'I To rop. r. T. A. 

*Although this is tho reading of the Coo. A (lllld C', e.i::cept the If-) 
and others, it is omitted by other ancient MRS. 
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and Cornt!lius sent three messengers to Joppa. Just as 
they approached the end of their journey on the morrow, 
Peter went up to the housetop to pray about the sixth 
hour, the usual time of prayer among the Jews.1 He 
became very hungry, and while his meal was being pre
pared he fell into a trance and saw heaven opened, and a 
certain vessel descending as it had been a great sheet let 
down by four corners, in which were all four-footed 
beasts and creeping things of the earth and birds of the 
air. " And there came a voice to him : Rise, Peter ; kill 
and eat. But Peter said: Not so Lord; for I never ate 
anything common or unclean. And the voice came unto 
him again a second time : What God cleansed call not 
thou common. This was done thrice ; and straightway 
the vessel was taken up into heaven." 'Vhile Peter 
"was doubting in himself" what the vision which he had 
seen meant, the men sent by Cornelius arrived, and" the 
Spirit said unto him : Behold men are seeking thee ; but 
arise and get thee down and go with them doubting 
nothing, for I have sent them." Peter went with them 
on the morrow, accompanied by some of the brethren, 
and Cornelius was waiting for them with his kinsmen 
and near friends whom he had called together for the 
purpose. "And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met 
him, and fell at his feet and worshipped. But Peter took 
him up, saying : Arise ; I myself also am a man." 2 Going 
in, he finds many persons assembled, to whom he said : 
" Ye know bow it is an unlawful thing for a man that is 
a Jew to keep company with, or come unto one of another 
nation ; and yet God showed me that I should not call 

• Efllald, Geech. V. Isr., vi. pp. 132, 222; Lange, Das ap. Zeit., ii. 131; 
Lifjhtfoot, Works, viii. 213 f. 

' x. 26. Cf. xiv. 14, 16. 
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any man collllilon or unclean. Therefore also I came 
without gainsaying when sent for. I ask, therefore, for 
what reason ye sent for me? " Cornelius narraks the 
particulars of his ,·ision and continues: "Xow, therefore, 
we are all pre:::ent hJore God to hear all the things that 
have been corumarnh:·l thee of the Loni. Th-:n Peter 
opened his mouth anrl :'aid : Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no re~pecter of persons, but in every nation he 
that fearcth him and workcth righteousness is acceptable 
to him," and so on. While Peter is speaking, "the Holy 
Spirit fell on all those who heard the word. ..!nd they of 
the circumcision who belicved were astonished, as many 
as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also has 
been poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit; for they 
heard them speak with tongues and m~onify God. Then 
answered Peter : Can any one forbid the water that 
these should not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Spirit as well as we? And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of the Lord." 

'Ve shall not waste time discussing the endeavours 
of Kuinoel, Neander, Lange, Ewald, and others, to 
explain away as much as possible the supernatural 
clements of this narratin~, for their attempts are repu
diated by most apologists, and the miraculous pheno
mena are too clearly described and too. closely - con
nected with the course of the story to be either ignored 
or eliminated. Can such a narrative, heralded by such 
miracles as the instantaneous cure of the paralytic £neas, 
and the raising from the dead of the maiden Dorcas, 
be regarded as sober history ? Of course many maintain 
that it can, and comparatively few have declared them
selves against this.1 We have, however, merely the 

•Baur, Paulus, i. p. 90ff.; Da"idMJn, Int. N. T., ii. p. 2-t9f.; G/rortT, 
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narrative of an unknown author to set against unvarying 
experience, and that cannot much avail. We must now 
endeavour to discover how far this episode is consistent 
with the rest of the facts narrated in this book itself, and 
with such trustworthy evidence as we can elsewhere 
bring to bear upon it. We have already in an earlier 
part of our inquiry pointed out that in the process of 
exhibiting a general parallelism between the Apostles 
Peter and Paul, a very close pendant to this narrative 
has been introduced by the author into the history of 
Paul. In the story of the conversion of Paul, the Apostle 
has his vision on the way to Damascus, 1 and about· the 
same time the Lord in a vision desires Ananias ( " a 
devout man, according to the law, having a good report 
of all the Jews that dwell" in Damascus), 2 "a1ise, and 
go to the street which is called Straight, and inquire in 
the house of Judas for one named Saul of Tarsus ; for 
behold he prayeth, and saw in a vision a man named 
Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him that he 
might receive sight." On this occasion also the gift 
of the Holy Spirit is conferred and Saul is baptized.3 

Whilst such miraculous agency is so rare elsewhere, it 
is so common in the Acts of the Apostles that the em
ployment of visions and of angels, under every circum
st.ance, is one of the characteristics of the author, and may 
therefore be set down to his own imagination. 

No one who examines this episode attentively, we 

Die heil. Sage, i. p. 414 ff. ; Holtzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 340; 
0..-erbeck, zu de W., Apg., p. 131 ff. ; Stap, Origines, p. 52, note 1 ; Zeller, 
Apg., p. 179 ff. 

I ix. 3 ff. 
t xxii. 12, 'AlH»llas a, TIS, avrjp ,{,AfifJ;1s (E and others, ,;,u,fJqs) IC<lTO TOii 

..;,.°"• P4f'"'poVl'f"°' inro 71'cll'T(o)JI T6.11 icaroucoul'T..,11 'loubai ... 11. Cf. x. 1 f., 
'Ar;,p 31 T&f ••• Kop..}Xws ••• fVUf/j~r ical '/>ofJov,.rvos TOii e,.;,, •.. 22 
• •• papruiKJVl:'fllOS Tf ;,.,;, ~X1u Toii U!11011> T6.11 Ioubal ... 11. 3 ix. 10-18. 
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think, can doubt that tbe namuiw ·before us is com
posed in apologetic interest, 1 and is elf.signed to have 
a six·dal bearing upon the problem as to the relation of 
the Pauline Gospel to the preaching of the Twelve. 
Baur2 has acukly pointed oat the significance of the 
n·ry plac.-e a"signed to it in the general histol)-, and its 
insertion immediately after the conversion of Pan~ and 
Lefore the commeo<:ement of his ministry, as a legiti
mation of his apostleship of tbe Gentiles. One point 
stands clearly oat of the strange medley of Jewish pre
judice, Christian liberalism, and supernatural interference 
which constitute the elements of the story: the actual 
conviction of Peter r~aa.rding the relation of the Jew to 
the Gentile, that the Gospel is addressed to the former 
and that the Gentile is excluded,3 which has to be re
moved by a direct supernatural revelation from heaven. 
The author recognises that this was the gt-neral Yiew 
of the primitive church, and this is the only particular in 
which we can perceive historical truth in the narrati\·e. 
The complicated machinery of visions and angelic mes
sengers is used to justify the abandonment of Jewish 
rei,trictions, which was preached by Paul amidst so much 
virulent opposition. Peter anticipates and justifies Paul 
in his ministry of the uncircumcision, and the overthrow 
of Mosaic barriers has the sanction and seal of a divine 
command. We have to see whether the history itself 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 90 ff., 96 f., 1-13 anm. 1 ; O~betk, zu de W., Apg., 
p. 161 ; Rnian, Lee Ap6tres, p. 20.5; 7,JJ"" Apg., p. 189 !, 332. 

i Baur, Paulus, i. p. 90; Sclin«knburger, Zwack d. Apoat.elgeech., 
p. 170 ff. 

• Baur, Paulus, i. p. 91 ff. ; Ebro.rd, zu Olah. Apg., p. 169 ff.; E'llJGlJ, 
Oesch. V. Ill'., vi. p. 223 f. ; L«AU:r, Das ap. u. D&Cbap. Z. p. 339; 
Ligl.tfoot, Galatians, p. 290; Olalaau.en, Apg., p. 158 ff. ; de ~. 
Hi11t. i. p. 408 f. ; Thiertch, Die K. im ap. Z., p. 92 f. ; Zeller, Apg., 
p. 179 ff. 
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does not betray its mythical character, not only in its 
supernatural elements, but in its inconsistency with other 
known or narrated incidents in the apostolical narrative. 

There has been much difference of opinion as to 
whether the centurion Cornelius had joined himself in 
any recognised degree to the Jewish religion before this 
incident, and a majority of critics maint.ain that he is 
represented as a Proselyte of the Gate.1 The terms in 
which he is described, x. 2, as Eilcr£/3~') KaL </>o/3ovµ.&o') Tov 

0£ov, certainly seem to indicate this, and probably the point 
would not have been questioned but for the fact that 
the writer evidently intends to deal with the subject of 
Gentile conversion, with which the representation that Cor
nelius was already a proselyte would somewhat clash.2 

Whether a proselyte or not, the Roman centurion is said 
to be "devout and fearing God with all his house, giving 
much alms to the people, and praying to God always;" 3 

and probably the ambiguity as to whether he had actually 
become affiliated in any way to Mosaism is intentional. 
When Peter, however, with his scruples removed by the 
supernatural communication with which he had just been 
favoured, indicates their previous strength by the state
ment : " Ye know how it is an unlawful thing for a 
man that is a Jew to keep company with or come unto 

1 JJlttk, Einl., p. 3i0; Cred11er, Das N. T., ii. p. 28; Davidso1i, Int. 
N. T., ii. p. 250; wn Dollinger, Christ. u. Kirche, p. 49; Ebrard, zu 
Olsh., Apg., p. 161 ; Jowett, The Epa. of St. Paul, ii. p. 19 ; Kuir.oel, 
Comm. N. T., iv. p. 358; Lange, Das ap. Z., ii. p. 131 f. ; Lecliler, Das 
ap. u. nachap. Zeit., p. 338 f. ; Lekelnuch, Apg., p. 215 f. ; Milman, Hist. of 
Chr., i. p. 382 f.; NeaniUr, Pfl.anzung, p. 92; Ol.,hatuen, Apg., p. 161 ; 
~ P~nae, Trois prem. Siecles, i. p. 40i f. ; Ritachl, Ent.st. altk. K., 
pp. J 26, 139; Stier, Red. d. Apost., i. p. 204; ThierM-h, K. im ap. Z., p. 91 ; 
WNeler, Chron. d. ap. Z., p. 145. Cf. Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 110; 
Zelkr, Apg., p. 190. 

s Zelkr, Apg., p. 190; Overbeck, zu do Wette, Apg., p. 153; Meyer 
Apg., p. 238 t. Cf. Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 290 f. 1 x. 2, ct. 22 
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one of another nation," 1 the author evidently oversteps 
the mark, and betrays the unhistorical nature of the 
narrative; for such an affirmation not only could not have 
been made by Peter, but could only have been advanced 
by a writer who was himself a Gentile, and writing at a 
distance from the events described. There is no injunc
tion of the Mosaic law declaring such intercourse un
lawful,2 nor indeed is such a rule elsewhere heard of, 
and even apologists who refer to the point have no show 
of authority by which to support such a statement.3 Not 
only was there no legal prohibition, but it is impossible 
to conceive that there was any such exclusiveness prac
tised by traditional injunction." As de W ette appropri
ately remarks, moreover, even if such a prohibition existed 
as regards idolaters, it would still be inconceivable how 
it could apply to Cornelius : " a righteous man and fearing 
God, and of good report among all the nation of the 
Jews." 6 It is also inconsistent with the zeal for pro
selytism displayed by the Pharisees," the strictest sect of 
the J ewe ; and the account given by Josephus of the 

IX. 28. 
' DaWU<m, Int. N . T., ii. p. 242; OM-beck, zu de Wette, Apg., p. 159; 

d~ Watt, Apg., p. 168; Zeller, Apg., P· 187. 
' Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 116; Bttlen, Act. Apost., p. 284 f.; Ebrard, 

zu Olsh. Apg., p. 168; Glw.g, Acta, i. p. 376 f.; GrotiU8, Annot. in N. T., 
v. p. 83; Hackett, Acte, p. 150 f.; KuiMtl, Comm. N. T., iv. p. 377 f. ; 
Lightfoot, Works, viii. p. 217 f.; Meyer, Apg., p. 247 f.; Oertel, Paulus, 
p. 210 f.; Schoettgen, Hone IIobr., p. 448. The passages in Juvenal, Sat., 
xiv. 103, and Tacitu1, Hist., v. 5, eometimtlll quoted, have no real bearing 
on the subject. The habits of Jews living amongst strange and idola
trous nations, by whom they were too often oppressed and persecuted, 
have nothing to do with such an episode as the present. 

• De JVette quotes against it Behemoth Rabba, eect. 19 f., 118. 3. ad 
Exod. xii. 2: "rroc· idem est, quod scriptum dicit Jes. lvi. 3: Et DOU 

dicot filius advenoo, qui adhrosit Domino, dicendo: sepnmndo separavit 
mo Dominus a populo suo." Apostclgesch., p. I.JS. 

' x. 22; dr Wttte, Apg., p. 158. 
e Mntt. x.xiii. lJ. 
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conversion of lzates of Adiabene is totally against it.1 

There is a slight trait which, added to others, tends to 
complete the demonstration of the unhistorical character 
of this representation. Peter is said to have lived many 
<lays in Joppa with one Simon, a tanner, and it is in his 

· house that the messengers of Cornelius find him.2 Now 
the tanner's trade was considered impure amongst the 
Jews,3 and it was almost pollution to live in Simon's 
house. It is argued by some commentators that the 
fact that Peter lodged there is mentioned to show that 
he had already emancipated himself from Jewish pre
judices.• However this may be, it is strangely incon
sistent that a Jew who has no objection to live with a 
tanner should, at the same time, consider it unlawful to 
hold intercourse of any kind with a pious Gentile, who, 
if not actually a Proselyte of the Gate, had every qualifi
cation for becoming one. This indifference to the un
clean and polluting trade of the tanner, moreover, is 
inconsistent with the reply which Peter gives to the 
voice which bids him slay and eat:-" Not so, Lord, for 
I never ate anything common or unclean." No doubt 
the intercourse to which Peter refers indicates, or at least 
include1:1, eating and drinking with one of another country, 
and this alone could present any intelligible difficulty, for 
the mere transaction of business or conversation with 
strangers must have been daily necessary to the Jews. 
It must he remarked, however, that., when Peter makes 
the statement which we are discussing, nothing whatever 
is said of eating with the Centurion or' sitting with him 

I A.ntiq. XX. 2, 3. 7 ix. 43, X. 6. 
• &Aodlgen, Hone Hehr., p. 44i; ..4.lfurd, Greek Teet., ii. p. 109; 

HadeU, Acts, p. 144 ; Jlegtr, Apg., p. 23.;; Rf:11a11, Les Ap6tres, p. WV; 
de Jrdtt, Apg., p. 100; JrorcUwurth, Greek Teet., Acts, JI• 88. 

4 De Jl',tf,, Apg., p. 100; Oiwbttk, lb., p. 130. 
TUL. Ill. 0 
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at table. This leads to a striking train of reflection upon 
the whole episode. It is a curious thing that the super
natural vision, which is designed to inform Peter and the 
Apostles that the Gentiles might be received into the 
Church, should take the form of a mere intimation that 
the distinction of clean and unclean animals was no 
longer binding, and that he might indifferently kill and 
eat. One might have a1ought that, on the supposition 
that Heaven desired to give Peter and the Church a 
command to admit the Gentiles unconditionally to the 
benefits of the Gospel, this would be simply and clearly 
stated. This was not done at all, and the intimation by 
which Peter supposes himself justified in considering it 
lawful to go to Cornelius is, in the first place, merely on 
the subject of animals defined as clean and unclean. 
Doubtless the prohibition as to certain meats might tend 
to continue the separation between Jew and Gentile, and 
the disregard of such distinctions of course promoted 
general intercourse with strangers ; but this by no means 
explains why the abrogation of this distinction is made 
the intimation to receive Gentiles into the Church. 
'Vhen Peter returns to J emsalcm we are told that 
" they of the circumcision"-that is to say, the whole 
Church there, since at that period all were " of the 
circumcision," and this phrase further indicates that 
the writer has no historical stand-point-contended with 
him. The subject of the contention we might suppose 
was the baptism of Gentiles ; but not so : the charge 
brought against · him was:-" Thou wentest in to men 
uncircumcised, and didst eat with them." 1 The subject 
of Paul's dispute with Peter at Antioch simply was that, 
" before that certain came from J ame8, he did eat with 

I Xi. 3. 
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the Gentiles; but wl1en they came he withdrew, feari11g 
them of the circumcision." 1 That the whole of these 
passages should turn merely on the fact of eating with 
men who were uncircumcised, is very suggestive, and as 
the Church at Jerusalem make no allusion to the bap
tism of uncircumcised Gentiles, it would lead to the in
ference that nothing was known of such an event, and 
that the circumstance was simply added to some other nar
rative ; and this is rendered all the more probable by the 
fact that, in the affair at Antioch as well as throughout 
the Epistle to the Galatians, Peter is very far from acting 
as one who had been the first to receive uncircumcised 
Gentiles freely into the Church. 

It is usually asserted that the vision of Peter abro
gated the distinction of clean and unclean animals so 
long existing in the Mosaic law,2 but there is no evidence 
that any subsequent gradual abandonment of the rule was 
ascribed to such a command ; and it is remarkable that 
Peter himself not only does not, as we shall presently 
see, refer to this vision as authority for disregarding the 
distinction of clean and unclean meats, and for otherwh;e 
considering nothing common or unclean, but acts as if 
such a vision had never taken place. The famous decree 
of the Council of Jerusalem, moreover, makes no allusion 
to any modification of the Mosaic law in the case of 
Jewish Christians, whatever relaxation it may seem 
to grant to Gentile converts, and there is no external 
evidence of any kind whatever that so important an 

1 Gal. ii. 12. 
: .4.lford, Greek Test., ii. p. 113 f.; Baumt.Jarten, Apg., i. p. 240 ff:; 

oo" DiiUi"!J«', Chr. u. K., p. 60; Elward, zu Olah. Apg., p. 165 f.; Hackett, 
Acta, p. 147; Lange, Daa ap. Z., ii. p. 133; Meyer, Apg., p. 244 f. ; 
.Vilman, Hiat. of Chr., i. p. 381 f.; 011erbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. 157 ; 
<k ~. Troia prem. Siecles, i. p. 408 f.; de Wette, Apg., p. 156. 

0 2 
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abolition of ancient legal prescriptions was thus intro
duced into Christendom. 

"'e ha,·e, however, fortunately one test of the 
historical Yalue of this whole episode, to which we have 
already briefly referred, but which we must now more 
closely apply. Paul himself, in his Epistle to the 
Galatians, narrates the particulars of a scene between 
himself and Peter at Antioch, of which no mention ~s 

made in the Acts of the Apostles, and we think that no 
one can fairly consider that episode without being 
convinced that it is utterly irreconcilable with the 
supposition that the vision which we are now examining 
can ever have appeared to Peter, or that he can have 
played the part attributed to him in the conversion and 
baptism of uncircumcised Gentiles. Paul writes : " But 
when Cephas came to Antioch, I withstood him to the 
face, because he was condemned. For before that 
certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles, 
but when they came he withdrew and separated himself, 
tearing them of the circumcision, and the other Jews also 
joined in his hypocrisy."1 It will be remembered that, 
in the case of Cornelius, " they of the circumcision " in 
Jerusalem, at the head c,f whom was James, from whom 
came those " of the circumcision " of whom Peter was 
afraid at Antioch, contended with Peter for going in " to 
men uncircumcised and eating with them," t the very 
thing which was in question at Antioch. In the Acts, 
Peter is represented as defending his conduct by relating 
the divine vision under the guidance of which he acted, 
and the author states as the result that, " When they 
heard these things they held their peace and glorified God, 
saying: Then to the Gentiles also God gave repentance 

I Qa). U. 11-}3. t Acts xi. 2, 3. 
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unto life." 1 1'his is the representation of the author of 
th~ vision and of the conversion of Cornelius, but very dif
ferent is Peter's conduct as described by the Apostle Paul, 
very dissimilar the phenomena presented by a narrative 
upon which we can rely. The "certain who came from 
James" can never have heard of the direct communica
tion from Heaven which justified Peter's conduct, and 
can never have glorified God in the manner described, 
or Peter could not have had any reason to fear them ; for 
a mere reference io his vision, and to the sanction of the 
Church of Jerusalem, must have been sufficient to 
reconcile them to his freedom. Then, is it conceivable 
that after such a vision, and after being taught by God 
himself not to call any man or thing common or unclean, 
Peter could have acted as he did for fear of them of 
the circumcision ? His conduct is convincing evidence 
that he knew as little of any such vision as those 
who came from James. On the other hand, if we 
require further proof it is fornished by the Apostle 
Paul himself. Is it conceivable that, if such an epi
sode had ever really occurred, the Apostle Paul would 
not have referred to it upon this occasion? \Vhat 
more appropriate argument could he have used, what 
more legitimate rebuke could he have administered, 
than merely to have reminded Peter of his own vision? 
lie both rebukes him and argues, but his rebuke and 
l1is argument have quite a different complexion; and 
we confidently affirm that no one can read that por
tion of the Epistle to the Galatians without feeling 
certain that, had the writer been aware of such a 
divine communication-and we think it must be con
Celled without question that, if it had taken place, he 

1 Acts xi. 18, 
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must have been aware of it 1-he would have refetTed to 
so direct and import.ant an autho1ity. Neither here nor 
in the numerous places where such an argument would 
have been so useful to the Apostle does Paul betray the 
slightest knowledge of the episode of Cornelius. The 
historic occurrence at Antioch, so completely ignored by 
the author of the Acts, totally excludes the mythical 
story of Cornelius. 2 

There are merely one or two other points in con
nection with the episode to which we must call at
tention. In bis address to Cornelius, Peter says: 
"Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons" (ovK lunv 11'pouwTToA"1jp.fTTTJ'> o Oror;). Now 
this is not only a thoroughly Pauline sentiment, but Paul 
has more than once made use of precisely the same 
expression. Rom. ii. 11. '' For there is no respect of 
persons with God " ( ov yap l<TTtv 11'pouw'll'oA71p.t/lfu .,,.apa. 
T~ OE~), and, again, Gal. ii. 6, "God respecteth no man's 
person," (.,,.p6uw.,,.ov o 8Eor; &.veprfnrov ov Aap.fJavEt).3 The 
author of the Acts was certainly acquainted with the 
epistles of Paul, and the very manner in which he 
represents Peter as employing this expression betrays 
the application of a sentiment previously in his mind, 
"Of a truth I perceive," &c. The circumstance con
firms what Paul had already said.4 Then, in the defence 
of his conduct at Jerusalem, Peter is represented as 
saying : "And I remembered the word of the Lord, 

1 Indeed the reference to this case, suppoeed to be made by Peter him-
11elf, in Paul's presence, excludes the idea of ignorance, if the Acta be 
treated as hie~rical. 

1 Gfriirer, Die beil. Sage, i. p. 415; Over~ck. zu de W. Apg., p. 151 ; 
Scl1W<'gltr, Dae nacbap. Z., i. p. 119 f., 12i ff. ; Zt-lkr, Apg., p. 185 ff. 

' Cf. Epbee. Ti. 9, C~l. iii. 2S. 
4 Compare further x. 35 ff. with Rom. ii. iii., &o. The sentiments and 

eyen the words at'O Pauline. 
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how be said, J olm indeed baptized . with water; but 
ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 1 Now these 
words are by all the Gospels put into the mouth of John 
the Baptist, and not of Jesus, 2 but the author of the Acts 
seems to put them into the mouth of Jesus at the be
ginning of the work,3 and their repetition here is only 
an additional proof of the fact that the episode of Cor
nelius, as it stands before us, is not historical, but is 
merely his own composition. 

The whole of this narrative, with its complicated series 
of miracles, is evidently composed to legitimate the free 
reception into the Christian Church of Gentile converts 
and, to emphasize the importance of the divine ratifica
tion of their admission, Peter is made to repeat to the 
Church of Jerusalem the main incidents which had just 
been fully narrated. On the one hand, the previous 
Jewish exclusiveness both of Peter and of the Church 
is displayed, first, in the resistanc~ of the Apostle, 
which can only be overcome by the vision and the 
direct order of the Holy Spirit, and by the manifest 
outpouring of the Spirit upon the Centurion and his 
household ; and second, in the contention of them of the 
circumcision, which is only overcome by an account of 
the repeated signs of divine purpose and approval. The 
universality of the Gospel could not be more broadly 
proclaimed than in the address of Peter to Cornelius. 
Not the Jews alone, " but in every nation, he that 
feareth him and worketh righteousness is acceptable to 
him." Pauline principles are thus anticipated and, as 
we have pointed out, are expressed almost in the words 
of the Apostle of the Gentiles.4 The Jews who go with 

I Xi. 16. 
1 i. 5. 

' Mt. iii. 11, Mk. i. 8, J,uke iii. 16, John i. 26, 33. 
4 Zelltr, Die Apostelgeach., p. 184 f, 
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Peter were ~tonished l1Ceause that on the Gentiles also 
had been poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit, 1 and the 
Church of Jemsalem, on hearing of tl.icse things, glorified 
God that repentan<.."e unto life had been gi\·en to the 
Gentiles. It is impossible that the admission of the Gen
tiles to the privileges of the Church could be more 
prominentl,y signified than b~· tl1i.~ epiwde, introduced 
by prodigious miracles and effected hy supernatural 
machinery. "'here, however, are the con.sequences of 
this manellous recognition of the Gentiles ? h does not 
in the slightest degree preclude the lll"t.~~;ty for the 
Council, which we shall presently consider ; it does not 
apparently exercise any influence on James and the 
Church of Jerusalem; Peter, indeed, refers vaguely to 
it, but as a matter out of date and almost forgotten ; 
Paul, in all his disputes with the emissaries of the 
Church of ,Jerusalem, in all his pleas for the freedom of 
his Geutile conve~, never makes the slightest allusion to 
it; it remains elsewhere unknown and, so far as any 
evidcm:c goes, utterly without inOuence upon the primi
tive church.' This will presently become more apparent; 
but already it is clear enough to thoHC who will exercise 
calm reason that it is impossible to consider this narra
tive with its tissue of fruitless miracles as a historical 
account of the development of the Church. 

I X. 4j f. 
' Baur, Paulus, i. p. 91 ff. ; ullw, Die Apostelgeech., p. 183 ff. 
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CHAPTER Vil. 

THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK, CONTINUED. 

PAUL THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES. 

WE have now arrive<l at the point in our examination 
of the Acts in which we have the inestimable advantage 
of being able to compare the narrative of the unknown 
author with the distinct statements of the Apostle Paul. 
In doing so, we must remember that the author must 
have been acquainted with the Epistles wl1ich are now 
before us, and supposing it to be his purpose to present a 
certain view of the transactions in question, whether for 
apologetic or conciliatory reasons or for any other cause, 
it is obvious that it would not be reasonable to expect 
divergencies of so palpable a nature that any reader of 
the letters must at once too clearly perceive such contra
dictions. 'Vhen the Acts were written, it is true, the 
author could not have known that the Epistles of Paul 
were to attain the high canonical position which they now 
occupy, and might, therefore, use his materials more 
freely ; still a certain superficial consistency it would 
be natural to expect. Unfortunately, our means of 
testing the statements of the author are not so minute 
as is desirable, although they are often of much value, 
and seeing the great facility with which, by apparently 
slight alterations and omissions, a different complexion 
can be given to circumstances regarding which no very 
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full details exist elsewhere, we must be prepared to 
seize every indication which may enable us to form a 
just estimate of the nature of the writing which we are 
exanumng. 

In the first two chapters of his Epistle to the 
Galatians, the Apostle Paul relates particulars regarding 
some important epochs of his life, which likewise enter 
into the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles. The 
Apostle gives an account of his own proctedings imme
diately after his conversion, and of the visit which about 
that time he paid to Jerusalem ; and, further, of a second 
visit to Jerusalem fourteen years later, and to these we 
must now direct our attention. ·we defer consideration 
of the narrative of the actual conversion of Paul for the 
present, and merely intend here to discuss the movements 
and conduct of the Apostle immediately subsequent to 
that event. 'l'he Acts of the Apostles represent Paul as 
making five journeys to Jerusalem subsequent to his 
joining the Christian body. The first, ix. 26 ff., takes place 
immediately after his conversion ; the second, xi. 30, 
xii. 25, is upon an occasion when the Church at Antioch 
are represented as sending relief to the brethren of 
J udrea by the hands of Barnabas and Saul, during a time 
of famine; the third visit to .Jerusalem, xv. 1 ff., Paul 
likewise pays in company with Barnabas, both being sent 
by the Church of Antioch to confer with the Apostles and 
Elders as to the necessity of circumcision, and the 
obligation to observe the Mosaic law in the case of 
Gentile converts; the fourth, xviii. 21 ff., when he goes to 
Ephesus with Priscilla and Aquila, "having shaved his 
head in Cencbrea, for be bad a vow ;"' and the fifth and 
last, xxi. 15 ff., when the disturbance took place in the 
temple which led to his arrest and journey to Rome. 
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The circumstances and general character of these visits to 
Jerusalem, and more especially of that on which the 
momentous conference is described as having taken place, 
are stated with so much precision, and they present 
features of such marked difference, that it might have 
been supposed there could not have been any diffi
culty in identifying, with certainty, at least the visits to 
which the Apostle refers in his letter, more especially 
as upon both occasions he mentions important particulars 
which characterised those visits. It is a remarkable fact, 
however, that, such are the divergences between the 
statements of the unknown author and of the Apostle, 
upon no point has there been more discussion amongst 
critics and divines from the very earliest times, or more 
decided difference of opinion. Upon general grounds, 
we have already seen, there has been good reason to 
doubt the historical character of the Acts. Is it not a 
singularly suggestive circumstance that, when it is pos
sible to compare the authentic representations of Paul 
with the natTative of the Acts, even apologists perceive 
so much opening for doubt and controversy? 

The visit described in the ninth chapter of the Acts is 
generally 1 identified with that which is mentioned in the 
first cl1apter of the Epittle. This unanimity, however, 
arises mainly from the circumstance that both writers 
clearly represent that visit as the first which Paul paid 
to Jerusalem after his conversion, for the details of the 
two narratives are anything hut in agreement with each 
other .. Although, therefore, critics are forced to agree as 
to the bare identity of the visit, this harmony is imme
diately disturbed on examining the two accounts, an<l 
whilst the one party find the statements in the Acts 

1 There have, however, been differences of opinion also regarding this. 
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reconcilable with those of Paul, a large body more or 
less distinctly declare them to be contradictory, and 
unhistorical. 1 In order that the question at issue may 
be fairly laid before the reatler, we shall give the two 
accounts in parallel columns. 

Acrs ix. I9 ff. i 
I9. And he was certain days I 

({ip.ipa, ""'°')with the disciples in 
Damaacus, 

20. And immediately (•Mi.,,) 
was preaching Jesus in the syna
gogues, &c., &c. 

21. And all that hoord him were 
amazed, saying, &c. 

22. Dut Saul was increasing in 
strength more and more, and con

- founding the Je1r11 which dwolt at 
Damascus, proYing that this is the 
Christ. 

23. And after mauy days (qp.iptU 
l11C111Gl) were fulfilled, the Jews t.ook 
oounsel to kill him ; 24. Ilut their 
plot was known to Saul. And they J 

were even watching the gates day 
and night to kill him. 

26. But the disciples took him 
by night, and let him down through 
the wall in a basket. 

26. And when he came to Jeru- I 
aalem he was assaying to join him
self to the disciples ; but all were i 

EP. TO GAL. i. IS ff. 
IS. But when it pleased God ••• 
16. To reveal his son in me, that 

I might preach him among the 
Gentiles; 
immediat.tily ( ,MJ;.,,) I conferred not 
with flesh and blood ; 

I7. Neither went I up to Je1u
salem to those who were ApoiRlea 
before me; but I went away into 
Arabia, and returned again into 
Damascus. 

I8. Then after three r~ I went 
up to Jeruaalem to \-Wt 1 Cepha.Q, 
and .abode with him fifteen days. 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. I2I ft'. ; Bra11du, Des Ap. Paul. Sendschr. an die 
Gal., 1869, p. 77 ff. ; I>atJidaOtl, Int. N. T., ii. p. 213; Eknhon1, Einl., 
iii. p. 23 ff.; O/r6rer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 412 f.; Haruratn, in Schenkel's 
Bib. Lex., iv. p. 419; Hilgenfeld, Gaiaterbrief, I8.>2, p. I21 ff.; Krmktt, 
Paulus, p. 32 ff.; Meyer, Apg., p. 230; Galaterbr. lite Auft., p. 39 ff.; 
~b«k, zu de W. Apg., p. HO ff.; &nan, Lee Ap0tree, p. xxx. ff., 208, 
note 1 ; Bchleitrmacher, Einl. N. T., p. 368 f.; Schneckmburgtr, Apg., 
p. I67; SchuVlnbtrk, Que1len, u. s. w., p. 31 f.; Straatman, Panlns, 
p. 33 ff., 4 7 f., !18; Stop, Origines, p. I59 ff.; de Wtttt, Apg., p. 142 ff.; 
Zeller, Apg., p. 20I ff. C'f. E1rald, Oesch. Y. Jar., vi., p. 398 f., 401 ff.; 
lfoltzmann, in B11n1<e11'"' Jm1,.lw .. fr. p. 308; Ol~hat1~ro, Bibi. C<tmm. i"·• 
l8H, p. 31 ~· 1 To become acquainted with. 
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Acrs ix. 19 ff. 
afraid of him, not believing that h~ 
is a disciple. 

27. But Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to the Apostles, and 
declared unto them how he saw 
the Lord in tho way, and that he 
spake t.o him ; and how he preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name 
of Jesus. 

28. And he was with them coming 
io and going out at Jerusalem, 
preaching boldly in the name of 
the Lord. 

29. And he was speaking and 
disputing against. the Grecian 
Jews; but they took collll88l to 
slay him; 

30. But when the brethren knew, 
they brought him down to Cmsarea, 
and sent him forth to Tarsus. 

EP. TO GAL. i. Ii> ff. 

19. HutotberoftboApo!!tlessaw 
I not save James tho Lord's brother. 

20. Now the things which I write 
unto you, behold, before GOO, I lie 
not. 

21. Thereafter I came into the 
regions of Syria and Cilicia ; 

22. But I was unknown by face 
unt.o the churches of Judrea which 
were in Christ ; but they were only 
hearing that he who formerly per
secuted us is now preaching the 
faith which once he was destroy
ing: and they glorified God in me. 

Now, it is obvious that the representation in the Acts 
of what Paul did after his conversion differs very widely 
from the account which the Apostle himself gives of the 
matter. In the first place, not a word is said in the former 
of the journey into Arabia ; but, on the contrary, it is 
excluded, and the statement which replaces it directly 
contradicts that of Paul. The Apostle says that after his 
conversion: ''Immediately 1 (&Ol"'~) I conferred not 
with flesh and blood," but "went away into Arabia." 
The author of the Acts says that he spent " some days " 
(T,p.lpa.~ .,...,,a~) with the disciples in Damascus, and " im
mediately ,, ( w8lC1J~) began to preach in the synagogues. 
Paul's feelings are so completely misrepresented that, 
instead of that desire for retirement and solitude which bis 

Dr. Ellicott remarks: "atraiyl1twuy; the word standing prominently 
forward, and implying that he not only avoided conference with men, but 
did !IO f1om tho vf'f'y firat." St. Pa.nl's J~p. to the Gal., 4th ed., p. 16. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



t'l'PEP.XA.TLJL\L RELIGIOX. 

words express, 1 he is described as straightway plunging 
into the Yortex of public life in Damascus. The general 
apologetic explanation is, that the author of the Acts . 
either was not aware of the journey into Arabia, or that, 
his absence there having been short, he did not consider 
it necessary to mention it. There are no data · for 
estimating the length of time which Paul spent in .Arabia, 
but the fact that the Apostle mentions it with so much 
emphasis proves not only that he attached considerable 
weight to the episode, but that the duration of his visit 
could not have been unimportant. In any case, the author 
of the Acts, whether ignorantly or not, boldly describes 
the Apostle as doing precisely what he did not. To any 
ordinary reader, moreover, his whole account of Paul's 
preaching at Damascus certainly excludes altogether the 
idea of such a journey, and the argument that it can be 

. inserted anywhere is purely arbitrary. There are many 
theories amongst apologists, however, as to the part of 
the narrative in Acts, in which the Arabian journey can 
be placed. By some it is assigned to a period before he 
commenced his active labours, and therefore before 
ix. 20, 2 from which the ~ords of the author repulse it 
with singular clearness ; others intercalate it with even 
less reason between ix. 20 and 21; 3 a few discover some 
indication of it in the ,.,.ruov lvE8vva.p.owo of ver. 22, • an 
expression, however, which refuses to be forced into such 
service; a greater number place it in the TJf'-Ef'«' tKa.va.l of 
ver. 23,6 making that elastic phrase embrace this as well 

1 Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 90. 
' Light/oot, lb., p. 90, n. 1 ; Robi11aon, Acb!, p. 00. 
i Bcekn, Act. Apoet., p. 260. 
• .4.1/ord, Greek Teet., ii. p. 103. 
• Biapin9, Ex. H'buoh N. T., vi. 1, 1863, p. 18i; Gloag, Acts i. p. 333 f.; 

HMkett, Acts, p. 138; 11~i11ricl11, N. T. Gr., Act. A poet., i. p. 230; 
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as other difficulties till it snaps under the strain. It 
seems evident to an unprejudiced reader that the Y,µ.lpa.' 
iKa.va.l are represented as passed in Damascus. 1 And, 
lastly, some critics place it after ix. 25, regardless of 
Paul's statement that from Arabia he returned again to 
Damascus, which, under the circumstances mentioned in 
Acts, he was not likely to do, and indeed it is obvious that 
he is there supposed to have at once gone from Damascus 
to Jerusalem. These attempts at reconciliation are use
less. It is of no avail to find time into which a journey 
to Arabia and the stay there might be forcibly thrust. 
There still remains the fact that so far from the Arabian 
visit being indicated in the Acts, the w8l<»~ of ix. 20, 
compared with the w8l<»~ of Gal. i. 16, positively 
excludes it, and proves that the narrative of the former is 
not historical.2 

There is another point in the account in Acts which 
further demands attention. The impression conveyed hy 
the narrative is that Paul went up to Jerusalem not very 
long after his conversion. The omission of the visit to 
Arabia shortens the interval before he did so, by removing 
causes of delay, and whilst no expressions are used which 
imply a protracted stay. in Damascus, incidents are intro
duced which indicate that the purpose of the writer was 
to represent the Apostle as losing no time after his 
conversion before associating himself with the elder 

Humphrey, Acts, p. 83 r.; Lange, Das ap. Z., i. p. 97; Meyer, Apg., 
p. 228; Oalaterb1·., p. 39; Nean<kr, Pflanzung, p. 122, anm. 1 ; Oertel, 
Paulus, p. 58, anm. 2. er. Ellicott, St. Paul's Ep. to the Galatians, 
4th ed., p. 18 ; &Jin«kmburger, Apg., p. 180. 

1 Alford, Greek Teet., ii. p. 103 ; Davidaon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 213; SCap, 
Originea, p. 163; Zeller, Apg., p. 203. er. Gloag, Acta i. p. 333 r. 

2 We shall not diacusa the indication given in 2 Cor. xi. 32 or the cause 
or hie leaving Damascus, although several contradictory statements seem 
to be made in it. 
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Apostles and obtaining their recognition of his ministry ; 
and this view, we shall see, is confinned by the peculiar 
account which is given of what took place at Jerusalem. 
The Apostle distinctly states, i. 18, that three years after 
his conversion he went up to visit Peter. 1 In the Acts 
he is represented as spending "some days" (~µ.lpa." 

Twa") with the disciples, and the only other chronological 
indication given is that, after " many days" (~p.lpa.t. 

iKa.va.i}, the plot occurred which forced him to leave 
Damascus. It is argued that ~µ.lpa.i lKa.va.l is an inde
finite period, which may, according to the usage of the 
author 1 indicate a considerable space of time, and cer
tainly rather express a long than a sliort period.3 'l'hc 
fact is, however, that the instances cited are evidence, 
in themselves, against the supposition that the author can 
have had any intention of expressing a period of three 
years by the words ./iµ.lpa.i lKa.val. \Ve suppose that no 
one has ever suggested that Peter staid three years in the 
house of Simon the tanner at Joppa (ix. 43) ; or, that when 
it is said that Paul remained " many days " at Corinth 
after the insurrection of the Jews, the author intends 
to speak of some years, when in fact the T,µ.lpa.L iKa.w.l 
contrasted with the expression (xviii. 11): "be continued 
there a year and six months," used regarding his stay 
previous to that disturbance, evideotly reduce1:1 the "yet 
many days" subsequently spent there to a very small 
compass. Again, lias any one ever suggested that in the 

1 "The •straightway' of ver. 16 leads to this conclusion: '.di jiral 
I conferred not with flesh and blood, it waa only o/f(.7' the lapee of three 
year• that I went to Jerusalem.'" Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 83. 

2 Acta ix. 43, xviii. 18, xvii. 7; Liyl.tfoot, lb., p. 89, note 3. 
i " The difference between the vague • many days' of the Act.. and the 

definite • three years ' of the Epistle is such as might be expected from 
tho cll-cumstances of tho two write!"'." Liyl.tfoot, lb., p. El!), note 3. 
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account of Paul's voyage to Rome, where it is said 
(xx vii. 7) that, after leaving Myrra "and sailing slowly 
many days" (~µ.lpa.t iKa.va.{), they had scarcely got so far 
as Cnidus, an interval of months, not to say years, is 
indicated ? It is impossible to suppose that, by such an 
expression, the writer intended to indicate a period of 
three years.1 That the narrath·e of the Acts actua1ly 
represents Paul as going up to Jerusalem soon after his 
conversion1 and certainly not merely at the end of three 
years, is obvious from the statement in ver. 26, that when 
Paul arrived at Jerusalem, and was assaying to join 
11imself to the disciples, all were afraid of him, and would 
not believe in his conversion. The author could cer
tainly not have stated this, if he had desired to imply 
that Paul had already been a Christian, and publicly 
preachtd with so much success at Damascus, for three 
years.2 Indeed, the statements in ix. 26 are irrecon
cilable with the declaration of the Apostle, whatever 
Yiew be taken of th~ previous narrative of the Acts. If 
it be assumed that the author wishes to describe the visit 
to Jerusalem as taking place three years after his con
version, then the ignorance of that event amongst the 
brethren there and their distrust of Paul are utterly in
consistent and incredible ; whilst if, on the other han<l, he 
represents the Apostle as going to Jerusalem with but 
little delay in Damascus, as we contend he does, then 
tl1erc is no escape from the conclnsion that the Acts, 
whilst thus giving a r.arrative consistent with itself, 

1 Baur, Paulus, i . p. 121 f . ; Bra11des, Sendschr. an d. Gal., p. 77; 
LW.b1uch, Apg., p. 283 ; Mtyer, Apg., p. 230 ; Ouerbecl.·, zu de W. Apg., 
p. H2 ; &lkr, Apg., p. 203 ff. 

' O<Jur, Paulus, i. p. 122; L ekeb11sch, Apg., p. 283 ; Jleyer, Apg., 
p. 230; Ocrkl, Paulus, p. 08 f. ; Ovtr~ck, zu de W. Apg., p. 142; Trip, 
Paulus, p. 66 ff. ; de Tretfr, Apg., p. 142. 

, . .,, .. Ill. I' 
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distinctly contradicts the deliberate assertions of the 
Apostle. It is absolutely incredible that the conversion 
of a well-known persecutor of the Church (viii. 3 ff.), 
effected in a way which is represented as so sudden and 
supernatural, and accompanied by a supposed vision of 
the Lord, could for three years have remained unknown 
to the community of Jerusalem. So striking a triumph 
for Christianity must have been rapidly circulated 
throughout the Church, and the fact that he who formerly 
persecnted was now zealously preaching the faith which 
once he destroyed must long have been generally known 
in .Jerusalem, which was in such constant communication 
with Damascus. 

The author of the Acts continues in the same strain, 
stating that Barnabas, under the circumstances just de
scribed, took Paul and brought him to the Apostles 
(1TpO'> TOV') a1TO<TTOAOV'i), and <leclared to them the par
ticulars of his vision and conversion, and how he had 
preached boldly at Damascus.1 No doubt is left that 
this is the first intimation the Apostles had received of 
such extraordinary events. After this, we are told that 
Paul was with them coming in and going out at Jeru
. salem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. Here 
again the declaration of Paul is explicit, and distinctly 
contradicts this story both in the letter and the spirit. 
He makes no mention of Barnabas. He states that he 
went to Jerusalem specially with the view of making the 
acquaintance of Peter, with whom he remained fifteen 
days; but he emphatically says:-" But other of the 
Apostles saw I not, save (El µ.~) James, the Lord's 
brother; " and then he adds the solemn declaration re-

I ix, 2i. 
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ganling his account of this visit:-" Now the things 
which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not." 
An asseveration made in this tone excludes the supposi
tion of inaccuracy or carele8s vagueness, and the specific 
statements have all the force of sworn evidence. Instead 
of being presented "to the Apostles," therefore, and going 
in and out with them at Jerusalem, we have here the 
emphatic assurance that, in addition to Peter, Paul saw no 
one except "James, the Lord's brother." There has 
~een much discussion as to the identity of this Jam es, 
and whether he was an apostle or not, but into this it 
is unnecessary for us to enter. Most writers agree at 
least that he is the same Jam es, the head of the Church 
at Jerusalem, whom we again frequently meet with in 
the Pauline Epistles and in the Acts, and notably in the 
account of t.he Apostolic council. The exact interpre
tation to be put upon the expression £l µ.~ 'laKru/3ov has 
also been the subject of great controversy, the question 
being whether James is here really called an apostle or 
not; whether £t µ.~ is to be understood as applying solely 
to the verb, in which caae the statement would mean 
that he saw no other of t.he Apostles, but only James ;1 

or to the whole phrase, which would express that he 
had seen no other of the Apostles save James.2 It is 
admitted by many of those who think that in this case 
the latter signification must be adopted that grammatically 
either interpretation is permissible. Even supposing that 

1 Bleek, Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1059; Credner, Das N. T., i. p. 44 ; 
Jowttl, Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 219 ; Winer, P. ad Gal. Ep., 1859, p. 52; 
cf. Gramm. N. T. Spracbid., 1867, iii. § 67 e. Cf. Neander, Pflanzung, 
p. 127. 

s Ellicott, Galatians, p. 19; Ligl1tjoot, Galatians, p. 84; Meyer, Uala
terbr., p. 42; Olahatuefl, Bibi. Comm., iv. p. 1844, p. 31 r. ; Uattri, Br. an 
die Galater, 1833, p. 31 ; Wieselfr, Con.m. Br. an die Gal., 18:>9, p. 73. 

I' 2 
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rightly or wrongly James is here referred to as an 
Apostle, the statement of the Acts is, in spirit, quite 
opposed to that of the Epistle; for when we are told 
that Paul is brought "to the Apostles" (7r~ ro~ mrOCT
To>.o~), the linguistic usage of the writer implies that 
be means much more than mere)~· Peter and James. It 
seems impossible to reconcile the statement, ix. 27, with 
the solemn assurance of Paul,1 and if we accept what 
the Apostle says as truth, and we cannot doubt it, it 
must be admitted that the account in the Acts is un
historical. 

're arrive at the very same condusion on examining 
the rest of the narrative. Jn the Acts, Paul is repre
sented as being with the Apostles going in and out, 
preaching opeuly in Jerusalem, and disputing with the 
Grecian Jews.' No limit is here put to his visit, and it 
is difficult to conceive that what is narrated is intended 
to describe a visit of merely fift<.-en days. A subsequent 
statement in the Acts, however, explains and settles the 
point. Paul is represented as declaring to King Agrippa, 
xxvi. 19 f.: "Wherefore, King Agrippa, I was not dis
obedient unto the heavenly vision, but first unto those in 
Damascus, and throughout all the region of J udrea, and 
to the Gentiles, I was declaring that 1hey should repent 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 125 I. ; Bktk, Einl. p. 364; Brandea, Sendschr. 
an d. Gal., p. 77 f. ; Dai .. <lM>11, Int. N. T., ii. p. 213; Gfroro-, Die heil. 
Sage, i. p. 413; l/murath , Der Ap. Paulm, p. 141; in Schenkel's Bib. 
Lex., iv. p. 419; H;lgeiifeld, Galaterbr. , p. 12~ I. , 124 f.; Boltzmann, in 
Bunsen's Bibelw., iv. p. 308 ; Krenlrel, Panlus, p. 44 I. ; Uhbuttll, 
Apg., P· 283 ; Nt-a11der, Pftanzung, p. 127 r. ; Ot'"bttl:, ZU de Welte, 
Apg., p. 145 ; &hnttkrnburgtt", Apg., p. 167 I., 180 I. ; Schrader, Der Ap. 
P., v. p. 530 ; &holte11, Het Paulin. Ev., p. 448; &/uronbtt.1, Quellen, 
u . s. w. , p. 31 f.; Stap, Origines, p. 165 ff. ; Straatman, Paulus, p. 47 I. ; 
Trip, Paulu11, p. 70; Zeller, Apg. , p. 205 f. Cf. Olshuu«:n, Hibl. C-omm. , 
1844, iv. p. :n f. 

2 ix 28 r. 
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and turn to God," &c. However this may be, the state
ment of Paul does not admit the interpretation of such 
public ministry. His express purpose in going to J eru
salem was, not to preach, but to make the acquaintance 
of Peter; and it was a marked characteristic of Paul to 
avoid preaching in ground already occupied by the other 
Apostles before him 1 Not only is the account iu Acts 
apparently excluded by such considerations and by the 
general tenor of the epistle, but it is equally so by the 
direct words of the Apostle (i. 22) :-" I was unknown 
hy face unto the churches of J udrea." It is argued that 
the term : " churches of J udrea " excludes Jerusalem. t 
It might possibly be asserted with reason that such an 
expression as ''the churches of Jerusalem" might ex
clude the churches of J udrea, but to say that the Apostle, 
"Titing elsewhere to the Galatians of a visit to J eru
salem, and of his conduct at that time, intends, when 
speaking of the "churches of Judrea," to exclude the 
principal city, seems to us arbitrary and unwarrant
able. The whole object of the Apostle is to show the 
privacy of his visit and his independence of the elder 
Apostles. He does not use the expression as a contrast 
to Jerusalem. Nothing in his account leads one to think 
of any energetic preaching during the visit, and the 
necessity of finding some way of excluding Jerusalem 
from the Apostle's expression is simply thrust upon apolo
gists by the account in Acts. Two passages are referred 
to as supporting the exclusion of Jerusalem from " the 
churches of Jud.ea." In John iii. 22, we read: "After 

1 2 Cor. x. 14 ff. Cf. Rom. xv. 20. 
: ..dlf""d, Greek Teet., iii. p. 10; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 85; Meyer, 

Gal., p. 46; Moeller, :r.u de Wetto, Br. an d. Gal., p. 21; Trip, Paulus, 
p. ii ; de Wettt, Br. an die Gal., p. 21; Wiueler, Br. an die Gal., 
p. SG f.; Winer, P. ad Gal. Ep., p. 53. 
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these things came Jes us and his disciples into the land 
of Judma." In the preceding chapter he is described as 
being at Jerusalem. 'Ve have already i;aid enough 
about the geographical notices of the author of the 
fourth Gospel. 1 Even those who do not admit that he 
was not a native of Palestine are agreed that he wrote 
in another country and for foreigners. "The land of 
J u<lrea," was therefore a natural expression superseding 
the necessity of giving a more minute loca~ indication 
which would have been of little use. The second iu
stancc appealed to, though more doubtfully,2 is Heb. 
xiii. 24: "They from Italy salute you." "'e are at a loss 
to utiderstand how this is supposed to support the in
terpretation adopted. It is impossible that if Paul went 
in and out with the Apostles, preached boldly in Jeru
salem, and disputed with the Hellenistic Jews, not to speak 
of what is added, Acts xxvi. 19 f., he could say that he was 
unknown by face to the churches of Judrea. There is 
nothing, we may remark, which limits his preaching to 
the Grecian Jews. \Vhilst apologists maintain that the 
two accounts are reconcilable, many of them frankly 
admit that the account in Acts requires correction from 
that in the Epistle ; 3 but, 011 the other hand, a still 
greater rmmber of critics pronounce the narrative in the 
Acts contradictory to the statements of Paul.• 

' S. R., ii. 419 f. 2 Liglitfuot, Galatians, p. 85. 
3 Bleek, Einl., p. 364 f.; Ewald, Geach. V. Isr., vi., p. 403, anm. 1; 

8end11Chr. d. Ap. Paulus, 1857, p. 68 f.; Liylitjoot, Galatians, p. 9:?; 
Nnmder, Pftanzung, p. 127 ff. 

• Baur, Paulus, i. p. 126 f.; Braudu, Gal., p. 77 f.; Dat>idaon, Int. 
N. T., ii. p. 213 f.; U/rurer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 419; Haiurotli, in 
Schenkel'11 ll. L., iv. p. 419; l/ilge11felJ, Oalaterbr., p. 123 ff.; Ktt1i~l. 

Paulus, p. Hf.; 11vrrl~/..·, zu de W. Apg., p. 146; Reiian, Les Ap0tree. 
p. xxx. ff., 209, n. 2 ; 8ta/l, Origine11, p. ltiJ f. ; Btr<u1t1m111, 1111.ulus, 
p. 33 ff.; Zeller, Ap;;., p. 20i f. Cf . .Nc:1.111der, Ptlauzuug, p. 127 ff. 
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There remains another point upon which a few remarks 
must be made. In Acts ix. 29 f. the cause of Paul's 
hurriedly leaving Jerusalem is a plot of the Grecian 
Jews to kill him. Paul does not in the Epistle refer to 
any such matter, but, in another part of the Acts, Paul is 
represented as relating, xxii. 1 7 f. : " And it came to 
pass, that, when I returned to Jerusalem and was pray
ing in the temple, I was in a trance and saw him saying 
unto me: Make haste, and get thee quickly out of J eru
salem, for they will not receive thy witness concerning 
me," &c., &c. This account differs, therefore, even from 
the previous narrative in the same book, yet critics are 
agreed that the visit during which the Apostle is said 
to have seen this vision was that which we are dis
cussing. 1 The writer is so little a historian working 
from substantial facts that he forgets the details of his 
own previous statements ; and in the account of the 
conversion of Paul, for instance, he thrice repeats the 
story with emphatic and irreconcilable contradictions. 
"' e have already observed his partiality for visions; and 
such supernatural agency is so ordinary a matter with him 
that, in the first account of this visit, he altogether omits 
the vision, although he must have known of it then quite 
as much as on the second occasion. The Apostle, in his 
authentic and solemn account of this vi~it, gives no hint 
of any vision, and leaves no suggestion even of that 
public preaching which is described in the earlier, an<l 
referred to in the later, narrative in the Acts. 2 If we 

1 ~lfurd, Greek Test., iii. p. 9 ; Bleek, Einl., p. 364; Ebrard, Wiss. 
Kr. ev. Gesch., p. 719; Gloay, Acts, i. p. 344 f.; Hilgenfeld, Zeitschr. 
wise. Th., 1860, p. 112; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 92, n. 2; lifeyer, Apg., 
p. 231 ; OlalwtUe11, Apg., p. 156; Paley, Evidences, and Horre Paul., ed. 
Potts, ch. v., No. 'iii., p. 379; Schrailer, Der Ap. P., i. p. M; Wieseler, 
Chron. ap. Zeit., p. 165; Zeller, Apg., p. 208. 

2 Pahy (Hol'll} Paul. v., No. viii.) actually endeavours to show the 
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hacl no other grounds for rejecting the account as unhis
torical this miraculous vision, added as an after-thought, 
would have warranted our doiug so. 

Passing on now to the second <:hapter of the Epistle to 
the Galatians, we find that Paul writes:-" Then, after 
fourteen years, again I went up to Jerusalem ... " (hE,Tci 
s,a. 1mc4Tf<T<Tapwv ETWV 1Ttf.Aw rlvlfJTJV El~ 1hpouo">..vp.a. •.• ). 
He states the particulars of what took place upon the 
occasion of this sel'ond visit with a degree of minuteness 
whil'h ought, one might have supposed, to have left no 
doubt of its identity, when compared with tl1e same visit 
historically described elsewhen·; but such are the discre
pancies between the two accounts that, as we have alrea1ly 
mentioned, the controversy upon the point has been long 
and active. 1 The Acts, it will be remembered, relate 
a second visit of Paul to Jerusalem, after that which we 
have <liscu~st>!l, upon which occasion it. is stated (xi. 30) 
that lie was sent with Barnabas to conn:y to the com
munity, 1l11ring a time of famine, the eontrihutions of the 
Church of ~\ntioch. The third visit of the Acts is that 
(xv.) when Paul and Barnabas are said to have been 
deputed to confer with the Apostles regarding the con-

genuineness of the Ep. to the Galatians by the "undesigned coincidence" 
of the shortucsd of Paul's 'fisit as stated by himself and the miraculous 
order reported Acts xxii. Ii f., "Get thee quickly out of Jerusalem." 
The fallacy, not to say unfllirness, of this partial argument needs no 
demonstration, and indeed it has been well pointed out by Dr. Jowdt. 
The .Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 3 ;o f. 

1 There was anything but unanimity on the point among the Fathers. 
lrtnctw idcntifiod the second Galatian ruit with the third of Acta (n.). 
It is not certain whether Terlullian agreed in this (Adv. Y., v. 2, 3) or 
placed it later (Adv. M:., i. 20); Euubicu thought it the same as the 
second of Acts; Epiphaniw identified it with the fifth of Acts (xxi. U); 
Chry«Mtom plsceA it after the third of Acb ; and the Chro111"<:on Paar.hale 
inter'}l<Jlntee it between Acts xiii. and X'f. It i8 not now necessary to 
enter minutely into this. 
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ditions upon which Gentile converts should be admitted 
into the Christian brotherhood. The circumstances of 
this visit, more nearly than any other, correspond with 
those described by the Apostle himself in the Epistle 
(ii. 1 ff.), but there are grave difficulties in the way of 
i.Jentif)'ing them. If this Yisit be identical with that 
described Acts xv., and if Paul, as he states, paid no 
intermediate visit to Jerusalem, what becomes of the 
visit interpolated in Acts xi. 30? The first point which 
we must endeavour to ascertain is exactly what the 
Apostle intends to say regarding the second visit 
which he mentions. 'J'he purpose of Paul is to de
clare his complete independence from those who were 
Apostles before Lim, and to maintain that his Gospel 
was not of man, but directly revealed to him by Jesus 
Christ. In order to prove his independence, therefore, 
he categorically states exactly what ha<l been the extent 
of his intercourse with the elder Apostles. He protests 
that, after his conversion, he had neither conferred with 
flesh and blood nor sought those who had been Apostles 
Lefore him, but, on the contrary, that he had immediately 
gone away to Arabia. It was not until three years had 
elapsed that he had gone up to J erurnlcm, and then only 
to make the acquaintance of Peter, with whom he had 
remained only fifteen days, during which he had not 
seen other of the Apostles save James, the Lord's 
brother. Only after the lapse of fourteen years did he 
agaiu go up to Jerusalem. It is argued 1 that when Paul 
says, "he went up again,'' (m1>..w rlvlfJTJv), the word 
1TaAtv bas not the force of 8EwEpov, and that., so far from 
excluding any intermediate journey, it merely signifies a 

1 Ry Wieael...r, fo1· instance, Chron. des op. 7..eit., p. 182; Br. Pauli an 
die Galater. 1859, p. 94 f. 
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repetition of what had been <lone before, and might have 
Leen used of any subsequent journey. Even if this were 
so, it is impossible to deuy that, read with its context, 
1TaAw &.vlf171v is used in immediate connection with the 
former visit which we have just discussed. The sequence 
is distinctly marked by the l1mra " then," and the adop
tion of the preposition 8ic1-which may properly be read 
"after the lapse of," 1-instead of p.Ercl., seems clearly to 
indicate that no other journey to Jerusalem had been 
made in the interval. This can be maintained linguis
tically; but the point is still more deciJedly settled when 
the Apostle's intention is considered. It is obvious tLat 
his purpose would l1ave been totally defeated had he 
passe<l over in silence an intermediate visit. Even if, as 
is argued, the. visit referred to in Acts xi. 30 had been 
of very brief duration, or if he had not upon that occa
sion had any intercourse with the Apostles, it is impos
sible that he could have ignored it under the circum
stances, for by so doing he would have left the retor.t in 
the power of his enemies that he had, on other occasions 
than those which he had enumerated, been in Jerusalem 
and in coutad with the Apostles. The mere fact that a 
visit had been unmentioned would have exposed him to 
the charge of having suppressed it, and suspicion is 
always ready to assign unworthy motives. If Paul had 
pai<l such a hasty visit as is suggested, he woul<l natu
rally have mentioned the fact and stated the circum
stances, whatever they were. These and other reasons 
convince the majority of critics that. the Apostle here 
enumerates all the visits which he La<l paid to Jerusalem 
!'ince his conversion.2 The visit referred to in Gal. ii. 1 ff. 

1 IJ'i111'T, Ornmmntik des~. T. Spl'achidiom~, ith Aufl., § 47, i. p. 3Jo, 
2 Soo l'ofcrnnccs, p. :!:! I, note 1. 
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must be considered the secon<l occasion on which the 
Apostle Paul went to Jerusalem. 

'fhis being the case, can the visit be identified as the 
second visit described in Acts xi. 30? 'fhe object of 
that journey to Jerusalem, it is expressly stated, was to 
carry to the brethren in Jerusalem the contributions of 
the Church of Antioch during a time of famine; whereas 
Paul explicitly says that he went up to Jerusalem, on the 
occasion we are discussing, in consequence of a revela
tion, to communicate the Gospel which he was preaching 
among the Gentiles. There is not a word about con
tributions. On the other hand, chronologically it is 
impossible that the second visit of the Epistle can be 
the second of the Acts. There is some difference of 
opinion as to whether the fourteen years are to be cal
culated from the date of his conversion, 1 or from the 
previous joumey.2 The latter seems to be the more 
reasonable supposition, but in either case it is obvious 
that the identity is excluded. From various data,-the 
famine under Claudius, and the time of Herod Agrippa's 

1 A.ljord, Greek Test., iii. p. 11; Baumgarlen-Crusi11$, Br. an dio Gala
ter., 1845, p. 33; Baur, Thool. Jahrb., 1849, p. 478; K. G., i. p. 49; 
Biaping, H'buch N. T., 1863, vi. 1. p. 191; Ebrard, Wiss Kr. ev. Geach., 
p. il8; zu Olsh. Apg., p. 154, awn.; Eich Mm, Einl., iii. p. 31; Ellicutt, 
Galatians,. p. 23; Haiurath, Der Ap. Paulus, p. 246; Hilgfflfdd, Gala
terbr., p. 129 f. ; Lange, Dae ap. Z., ii. p. 4 f.; Olsliaustn, Dibl. Comm., 
iv. p. 36; Re11a11, St. Paul, p. 75, n. 1; Slap, Origines, p. 177, n. 2; 
Jr~ler, Chron. ap. Z., p. 176 f.; Br. and. Gal., p. 90 ff. 

2 Bengel, Gnom. N. T., ad Gal., ii. 1 ; Bled.-, Einl., p. 366, 369; Co11y
brort 1111d HuwtSQn, Life and Eps. of St. Paul, 18.:>6, i. p. 539 ff.; Crcdm-r, 
Einl., i. p. 314; Hufman11, Die heil. Sehr. N. T., 2te Aull., i. p. 81 ff. ; 
l/oUtm, Zum ev. Paul, u. e. w., p. 272, 275, anm.; Holtzmm111, in Bun
s<m'e Bibelw., iv. p. 4i2; LigM/oot, Galatians, p. 102; Lipsius, in 
&:hcnkel'e B. J,., i. p. 195; M1·yrr, Gal., p. St; Srl.Zeier11mc!.er, Einl. 
N. T .. p. 369; .<;clir.uler, Der Ap. P., i. p. 48 f., 74; "· p. !W4; Straat
"'""• Paulus, p. 84 ff., HH, lOi; l.:stl"ri, Br. and. Gal., p. :w; JTinPT, P. 
ad Gal. Ep., p. 148 ff.; Zellc-r, Apg., p. :Hi. . 

Digitized by Goog I e 



SGPERS..\TUR~.\.L RELIOIUS. 

death,-the date of the journey referred to in Acts xi. 30 
is assigned to ahout A. u. 45. If, therefore, we count 
back fourteen or seventeeu years, we have as tLe date of 
the con\'ersion, on the first hypothesis, A.D. 31, and on 
the second, A.I>. 28, neither of which of course is tenable. 
Ju order to overcome this difficulty, critics 1 at one time 
proposed, against the unanimous evidence of:MSS., to read 
instead of 8ul. 8E1ea.nuu. lTw11 in Gal. ii. l, 8..0. TEuuaP""v 
lTw11, "after four years ; " but this violent remedy is not 
only generally rejected, but, even if admitted for the sake 
of argument, it could not establish the identity, inasmuch 
as the statements in Gal. ii. 1 ff. iruply a much longer 
period of missionary activity amongst the Gentiles than 
Paul could possibly have liad at that time, about which 
epoch, indeed, Barnabas is said to have sought him in 
Tarsus, apparently for the purpose of first commeucing 
such a career;~ certainly the account of his active ministry 
begins in the Acts only in Ch. xiii. Then, it is not pos
sible to suppose that, if such a dispute regarding circum
cision and the Gospel of the uncircumcision as is sketched 
in Gal. ii. had taken place on a previous occasion, it 
could so soon be repeated, Acts xv., and without any 
reference to the former transaction. Comparafo·ely few 
critics, therefore, have ventured to maintain that the second 
visit recorded in the Epistle is the same as the second 
mentioned in the Acts (xi. 30), and in modern times 
the theory is almost entirely abandoned. If, therefore, 
it be admitted that Paul mentions all the journeys which 
he had made to Jerusalem up to the time at which he 
wrote, and that his second visit was not the second visit 

1 So Grotius, Semler, llertholdt, Kui110t:l, H1·i11ricl•s, C:/rid1, Botfger, and 
others. 

t Acts xi. 2.; f, 
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of the Acts, but must be placed later, it fo11ows dearly 
upon the Apost.le's own assurance that the vis;t men
tioned in Acts xi. 30, xii. 25, cannot have tahn place 
and is unhistorical, and this is the conclusion of the 
majority of critics, 1 including many apologists, who, 
whilst suggesting that, for some reason, Barnabas may 
alone have gone to Jerusalem without Paul, or other
wise deprecating any imputation of conscious inaccuracy 
to the author, still substantially confirm tl1e result that 
Paul did not on that occasion go to J erusa1em, and con
sequently that the statement is not historical. On the 
oth~r hand, it is suggested that the additional visit to 
Jerusalem is inserted by the author with a view to 
conciliation, by representing that Paul was in constant 
communication with t.he Apostles and community of 
J erusalern, and that he acted wit.h their approval and 
sympatl1y. It is scarcely possible to observe the peculiar 
\'ariations between the uarratives of the Acts and of Paul 
without feeling that the author of the former deliberately 
sacrifices the independence and individuality of the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles. 

The great mass of critics agree in declaring that the 

1 .Angtr, De tempore in Act. Ap. ro.tione, p. 141 ff.; Baur, Theo}. Jahrb., 
1849, p. 4i9 f.; Paulus, i. p. 129 ff. ; Bl•ck, Einl., p. 366; Beitriige, p. 55 f.; 
Brandea, Br. Gal., p. 92 ff.; Crednff, Einl., i. p. 314 f. ; Davi<hon, Int 
N. T., iii. p. 222; Elmird, Wiss. Kr. ev. Geach., p. ili: zu Olsb. Apg., 
p. 178; Gfr6rtr, Die heil. Sage, p. 418 f.; Hilge11jeld, Oalo.te1·br., p. 125 f., 
149 f.; Hultzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., iv. p. 472, 4i4 f., viii. p. 340; 
Lipliu1, in Schenkel's B. L., i. p. 195; ,lfeyer, Apg., p. 26i, anm.; Gala
terbr., p. 51 f., 58 f. ; Neat11kr, Pflanzung, p. 146; Olshaw11:n, Bibi. 
Comm., iv. p. 34 ff.; Orerbedc, zu de W. Apg., p. li8; Re11a11, Les 
Ap0tres, p. xxxii. ff.; Scltlefrrmacher, Einl. N. T., p. 368 f.; Schrader, 
Der Ap. P., v. p. 264 f., 53i; Stap, Origines, p. li4 ff.; Straatman, 
Paulus, p. 98 ff. ; Calm', Br. an dio Ual., p. 35 ff. ; Weber u. Holtzmatm, 
Oesch. Y. Isr., ii. p. Mi; Tjee11k Jl'illir1k, Justin. Mart., p. 32, n.; 
z,.11er, Apg., p. 218 ff. Cf. J:l/ic11tt, Galatians, p. 23: l,ekeb113rh, Apg., 
p. 289 C.; Trip, Pa·1luia, p. 71-H. 
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second visit described in the Epistle is identical with the 
third recorded in the Acts (xv.), although a wide dif
ference of opinion exists amongst them as to the his
torical value of the account contained in the latter. This 
general agreement renders it unnecessary for us to enter 
at any length into the arguments which establish the 
identity, and we shall content ourselves with very con
cisely stating some of the chief reasons for this conclu
sion. The date in both cases corresponds, whilst there 
arc insuperable chronological objections to identifying 
the second journey of the Epistle with any earlier or 
later visit mentioned in Acts. We have referred to other 
reasons against its being placed earlier than the third 
visit of Acts, and there are still stronger objections to 
its being dated after the third. It is impossible, con
sidering the object of the Apostle, that be could have 
passed over in silence such a visit as that described 
Acts xv., and the only alternative would be to date it 
later than the composition of the Epistle, to which the 
narrative of the Acts as well as all other known facts 
would be irreconcilably opposed. On the other hand, 
the date, the actors, the cause of dispute, and probably 
the place (Antioch) in which that dispute originated, 
so closely correspond, that it is incredible that such 
a coincidence of circumstances should again have oc
curred. 

'Vithout anticipating our comparison of the two ac
counts of this visit, we must here at least remark that 
the discrepancies are so great that. not only have apolo
getic critics, as we have indicated, adopted the theory 
that the second visit of the Epistle is not the same as 
the third of the Acts, but is irlentical with t11c.- second 
(xi. 30), of which so few particulars :ire gin~n, hut 
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some, anJ notably Wieseler, 1 have maintained it to have 
been the same as that described in Acts xviii. 21 ff., 
whilst Paley and others~ have been led to the hypothesis 
that the visit in question does not correspond with any 
of the visits actually recorded in the Acts, but is one 
which is not refe1TeJ to at all in that work. These 

1 Chron. ap. Zeit., p. 179 ff., p. 201 ff.; Br. Pauli an d. Galater, 
p. 93 ff. 

' Paley, Evidences, and Ho~ Paul., r.b. v. Nos. 2, 10, p. 367 f., 
382 ff.; &hroder, Der Ap. Paulus, i. p. i5 ff., 122 ff. It may be well to 
quote the following passage from Paley, a witness whoso testimony will 
scarcely be suspected of unorthodox partiality: "It must not be dis
sembled that the comparison of our opistlewith tho history presents some 
difficulties, or to say the least, some questions of considerable magnitude. 
It may be doubted, in the first place, to what journey the words which 
open the second chapter of tho Epistle-' then fourteen years afterwards 
I went unto Jerusnlem '-relate. That which best corresponds with tho 
date, and that to which moat interpreters apply the passage, is tho 
journey of Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, when they went thither from 
Antioch. upon the business of the Gentile converts, and which journey 
produced the famous council and decroe recorded in the fifteenth chnpl<'r 
of Acta. To me this opinion appears to be encumbered with 1;trong 
objections. In the Epistle, Paul tells us that ' ho went up by reYela
tion ' (ii. 2). In the Acts we read that he was sent by the Church of 
Antioch. •After no small dissonsion and di.'lputation, they determined 
that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to 
Jerusalem unto the Apostles and elders about this question' (xv. 2). 
This is not nry reconcilable. In the Epistle St. Paul writes that. when 
he came to Jerusalem, 'be communicated that Gospel which be preached 
among the GentilP..s, but privately to them which were of reputation ' 
(ii. 2). If by ' that Gospel ' he meant the immunity of the Gentile 
Christians from the Jewish law (and I know not what else it can mean), 
it is not easy to conceive how he should communicate that privately, 
which was the su~ject of his public message. But a yet greater difficulty 
remains-viz., that in the account which the Epistle gives of what passed 
upon this rait at Jerusalem, no notice is taken of the deliberation and 

· decree which are recorded in the Acts, and which, according to that 
history, formed the business for the sake of which the journey WRB under
taken. The mention of the council and of its determination, whilst the 
Apostle was relating hie proceedings at Jerusalem, could hardly haYe 
been avoided if in truth the narrative belonged to the same journey. To . 
me it appears more probable that Paul and Barnabas had taken some 
journey to Jerusalem, the mention of which is omitted in the Acts. • " 
Evidences, and Hone Paulinm, ch. v. No. 10, p. 3112. 
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theories liave found very little favour, however, aud 
we mention them solely to complete our statement of 
the general controversy. Considering the fulness of the 
report of the visit in Acts xv. aud the peculiar nature of 
the facts stated by the Apostle himself in his letter to 
the Galatians, the difficulty of identifying the particular 
visit reforred to is a phenomenon which cannot Le too 
much considered. Is it possible, if the narrative in the 
Acts were really historically accurate, that any reasonable 
doubt could ever have existed as to its correspondence 
with the Apostle's statements? "~ e may here at once 
say that, although many of the critics who finally decide 
that the visit described in Acts xv. is the same as that 
ref erred to in the second chapter of the Epistle argue 
that the ob,·ious discrepancies and contradictions hetween 
the two accounts may be sufficiently explained and recon
ciled, this is for very strong reasons disputed, 1 and the 
narrative in the Acts, when tested by the authentic state
ments of the A postlc, pronounced inaccurate and unhis
torical. 

It is only necessary to read the two accounts in 
order to understand the grounds upon which even apo
logists like Paley and Wieseler feel themselves compelled 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. 129 ff., 132 ff. ; Theo!. Jahrb., 18!9, p. 45i ff. ; 
Dacid8on, Int. N . T., ii. p. 214 ff., 2Jl ff. ; J/ilyenfHd, Zcitschr. wiss. 
Theol., lRJS, p. ii ff., 31 i ff.; 11560, p. 118 ff. ; Oalutcrbr. , p . .53 ff., 149 ff.; 
Eiul., p. 22i ff. ; l/0U:mam1, in Bunsen's Bibclw., Yiii. p. 340 f.; Kre71ktl, 
Paulus, p. 62 ff. ; Lip&iu11, in &henkel's B. L., i. p. 19J ff.; Nicoli,,, 
Etudes N. T., p. 2M, notes 1, 3; Ocerbet:k, zu de Wette, Apg. , p. 216 ff. ; 
J>jlriderer, Der PaulinismuR, p. 2ii ff., 500 ff. ; Re11a11, Les Apbtres, 
p. xxxi'\". ff.; St. Paul, p. 81 , note 2 ; Scl1olten, Het paul. Ev., p. HS ff. ; 
Schrndt·r, Der Ap. Paulas, v. p. 544 ff. ; Scl1wanbcc!.-, Quellen, u. s. w., i. 
p. 32 ; Sc/1we9/er, Das nachap. z:, i. p. 116 ff. ; Stap, Origines, p. 69, 
note 2, p. 182 ff. ; Strautmu11, Paulus, p. 187 ff.; 1·0/kmar, Die Rd. 
Jesu, p. 34J ff.; Tj1e11k Jrillin!.-, Just. Mart. , p. 31, n. 3; Ztlln-, Apg., 
p. 216 ff., 357 f. Cf. Jowett, The Eps. of St. Paul, i . p. 330 ff., 351 f . ; 
SrJin,.(kt11liur9rr, Apg., p. il IT.; !':tnd. u. Krit., 11155, p. JJl fT. 
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to suppose that the Apostle· is describing transactions 
which occurred during some visit either unmentioned or 
not fully related in the Acts, rather than identify it with 
the visit reported in the fifteenth chapter, from which 
it so essentially differs. A material difference is not 
denied by any one, and explanations with a view to 
reconciliation have never been dispensed with. Thiersch, 
who has nothing better than the usual apologetic ex
planations to offer, does not hesitate to avow the appa
parent incongruities of the two narratives. "The jour
ney," he says, "is the same, but no human ingenuity 
can make out that also the conforence and the decree 
resulting from it are the same." 1 Of course he sup
poses that the problem is to be solved by asserting that 
the Apostle speaks of the private, the historian of the 
public, circumstances of the visit. All who maintain the 
historical character of the Acts must of course more or 
less thoroughly adopt this argument, but it is obvious 
that, in doing so, they admit on the one hand the general 
discrepancy, and on the other, if successful in establishing 
their position, they could do no more than show that 
the Epistle does not absolutely exclude the account in 
the Acts. Both writers profess to describe events which 
occurred during the same visit ; both record matters of 
the highest interest closely bearing on the same subject; 
yet the two accounts are so different from each other 
that they can only be rescued from complete antagonism 
by complete separation. ·Supposing the author of the 
Acts to be really acquainted with the occurrences of this 
visit, and to have intended to give a plain unvarnished 
account of them, the unconscious ingenuity with which 
he bas omitted the important facts mentioned by Paul 

1 TAiertcA, Die Kirche im ap. Zeitalt.er, p. 129. 
VOL Ill . Q 
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and eliminated the whole of the Apostle's individuality 
would indeed be as remarkable as it is unfortunate. But 
supposing the Apostle Paul to have been aware of the 
formal proceedings narrated in the Acts, characterized 
by such unanimity and liberal Christian feeling, it would 
be still more astonishing and unfortunate that he has 
not only silently passed them over, but has conveyed so 
singularly different an impression of his visit. 1 As the 
Apostle certainly could not have been acquainted with 
the Acts, his silence regarding the council and its mo
men tous decree, as well as his ignorance of the un
broken harmony which prevailed are perfectly intelligible. 
He of course only knew and described what actually 
occurred. The author of the Acts, however, might and 
must have known the Epistle to the Galatians, and the 
ingenuity with which the tone and details of the authentic 
report are avoided or transfigured cannot be ascribed to 
mere accident, but must largely be attributed to design, 
although also partly, it may be, to the ignorance and 
the pious imagination of a later age. Is it possible, for 
instance, that the controversy regarding the circum
cision of Titus, and the dispute with Peter at Antioch, 
which are so prominently related in the Epistle, but pre
sent a view so different from the narrative of Acts, can 
have been undesignedly omitted? The violent apologetic 
reconciliation which is effected between the two accounts 
is based upon the foregone conclusion that the author of 
the canonical Acts, however he may seem to deviate 
from the Apostle, cannot possibly contradict him or be 

1 " Our difficulty in reading this page of history arises not so much from 
the abeenoe of light as from the perplexity of croes lights. The narrativee 
of St. Luke and St. Paul only then oeaee to conflict, when we take into 
account the different positions of the writers and the different objects 
they had in view." Lighl/ool, St. Paul's Ep. to the Gal., p. 294. 
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in error ; but the preceding examination has rendered 
such a position untenable, and here we have not to do 
with a canonized " St. Luke," but with an unknown 
writer whose work must be judged by the ordinary rules 
of criticism. 

According to the Acts, a most serious question is raised 
at Antioch. Certain men from J udrea came thither teach
ing : "Except ye have been circumcised after the man
ner of Moses ye cannot be saved." After much dis
sension and disputation the Church of Antioch appoint 
that Paul and Barnabas, " and certain others of them0 

shall go up to Jerusalem unto the Apostles and elders 
about this question. The motive of the journey is here 
most distinctly and definitely described. Paul is solemnly 
deputed by the church to lay before the mother Church 
of Jerusalem a difficult question, upon the answer to which 
turns the whole future of Christianity. Paul's account, 
however, gives a very different complexion to the visit :
" Then, after fourteen years, I went up again to J eru
salem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me. But I 
went up according to revelation (1ea-ra a?To1e&.>..V1/Jw) and 
communicated to them the Gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles," &c. Paley might well say :-"This is not 
very reconcilable.'' 1 It is argued,2 that the two state-

1 Hol'lll Paul., ch. v. No. x. See back, p. 223, note 2. 
' "Here, however, there is no contradiction. The historian naturally 

records the external impuli!e which led to the mission; the Apoetle him· 
eelf statee his inward motive. ' What I did,' he says, ' I did not owing to 
circumstances, not as yielding to pressure, not in deference to others, but 
because the Spirit of God told me it was right.' The very stress which he 
lays on this revelation seems to show that other influences were at work"(!). 
Lighl/oo4, St. P. Ep. to the Gal., p. 124. Dr. Lightfoot quotee as parallel 
cuee, suggesting how the one motive might supplement the other, Acts, 
ix. 29, 30; cf. x.xii. 17, xiii 2-4, and xv. 28. It is unfortunate that all 
these " parallel cases" are taken from the work whoee accuracy is in 
question, and that the first is actually discredited. by the Apostfo's own 

Q2 
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ments may supplement each other; that the reYelation 
may have been made to the Church of Antioch and have 
led to the mission ; or that, being made to Paul, it may 
have decided him to undertake it. If, however, we 
admit that the essence of truth consists not in the mere 
letter but in the spirit of what is stated, it seems impos
sible to reconcile these accounts. It might be granted 
that a historian, giving a report of events which bad 
occurred, might omit some secret motive actuating the 
conduct even of one of the principal persons with whom 
he has to do; but that the Apostle, under the actual cir
cumstances, and while protesting: " Now the things 
which I am writing unto you, behold, before God, I lie 
not ! " should altogether suppress the important official 
character of his journey to Jerusalem, aud give it the 
distinct colour of a visit voluntarily and independently 
made Ka.Tel d.1ToKtl.>..vt/Jw, is inconceivable. As we pro
ceed, it will become apparent that the divergence be
tween the two accounts is systematic and fundamental ; 
but we may here so far anticipate as t.o point out that 
the Apostle explicitly excludes an official visit not only 
by stating an "inward motive," and omitting all men
tion of a public object, but by the expression:-" and 
communicated to them the Gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles, but privately to those who," &c. To quote 
Paley's words: ''If by 'that Gospe~' he meant the 
immunity of the Gentile Christians from the Jewish law 
(and I know not what else it can mean), it it1 not easy to 
conceive how he should communicate that privately, 
which was the subject of bis public message ; " 1 and 

account, whilat the others are open to equally strong objectioDB. See 
alto .d.Tford, Greek Teet., ii. proleg. p. 2i, iii. p. 12; Mtyer, Br. an die 
Gal., p. 61 f. 1 Horm Paul., ch. v., No. x. 
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we may add, how he should so absolutely alter the whole 
character of his visit. In the Acts, he is an ambassador 
charged with a most important mission; in the Epistle, 
he is Paul the Apostle, moved solely by his own reasons 
~a-ain to visit Jerusalem. The author of the Acts, how
ever, who is supposed to record only the external circum
stances, when tested is found to do so very imperfectly, 
for he omit.a all mention of Titus, who is conjectured to 
be tacitly included in the "certain others of them," who 
were appointed by the Church to accompany Paul, and 
be is altogether silent regarding the strenuous effort to 
enforce the rite of circumcision in his case, upon which 
the Apostle lays so much stress. The Apostle, who 
throughout maintains his simply independent attitude, 
mentions his taking Titus with him as a purely volun
tary act, and certainly conveys no impression that he also 
was delegated by the Church. We shall presently see 
how significant the suppression 0£ Titus is in connection 
with the author's transformation of the circumstances of 
the visit. In affirming that he went up " according to 
revelation," Paul proceeds in the very spirit in which he 
began to write this epistle. He continues simply to 
assert his independence, and equality with the elder 
Apostles. In speaking of his first journey he has this 
object in view, and he states precisely the duration of his 
visit and whom he saw. If he had suppressed the official 
character of this second visit and the fact that he sub
mitted for the decision of the Apostles and elders the 
question of the immunity of the Gentile converts from 
circumcision, and thus curtly ascribed his going to a · 
revelation, he would have compromised himself in a 
very serious manner, and exposed himself to a charge of 
disingenuousness of which his enemies would not have 
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failed to take advantage. But, whether we consider 
the evidence of the Apostle himself in speaking of 
this visit, the absence of all external allusion to the sup
posed proceedings when reference to them would have 
been not only most appropriate but was almost neces
sary, the practical contradiction of the whole narrative 
implied in the subsequent conduct of Peter at Antioch, 
or the inconsistency of the conduct attributed in it to 

Paul himself, we are forced back to the natural conclu
sion that the Apostle does not suppress anything, and 
does not give so absurdly partial an account of his visit 
as would be the case if the narrative in the Acts be his
torical, hut that, in a few rapid powerful lines, he com
pletes a suggestive sketch of its chief characteristics. 
This becomes more apparent at every step we take in 
our comparison of the two narratives. 

If we pass on to the next stage of the proceedings, we 
find an equally striking divergence between the two 
writers, and it must not escape attention that the vari
ations are not merely incidental hut are thorough and 
consecutive. According to the Acts, there was a solemn 
congress held in Jerusalem: on which occasion the Apos
tles and elders and the Church being assembled, the 
question whether it was necessary that the Gentiles 
should be circumcised and bound to keep the law of 
Moses was fully discussed, and a formal resolution finally 
adopted by the meeting. The proceedings in fact con
stitute what has always been regarded as the first Council 
of the Christian Church. The account in the Epistle 
does not seem to betray any knowledge of such a 
congress.1 The Apostle himself says merely :-" But I 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 152 ff.; Theo!. Jahrb., 1849, p. 474 ff.; Daflida<m, 
Int. N. T., ii. p. 216 f., 263; Lipli111, in Schenkel's B. L., i. p. 196; 
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went according to revelation and communicated to them 
(cibro~) the Gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, 
but privately to them which seemed (to be something) 
(1eciT° &8la.J1 8E To;~ 801eolluw)." 1 · The usual apologetic 
explanation, as we have already mentioned, is that whilst 
more or less distinctly the author of Acts indicates pri
vate conferences, and Paul a public assembly, the former 
chiefly confines his attention to the general congress 
and the latter to the more private incidents of his visit.2 

The opinion that the author of Acts " alludes in a general 
way to conferences and discussions preceding the con
gress," 3 is based upon the statement xv. 4, 5: "And 
when they came to Jerusalem they were received by the 
Church and by the Apostles and the elders, and declared 
all that God did with them. But there rose up certain 
of the sect of the Pharisees, who believed, saying : That 
it is necessary to circumcise them and to command them 
to keep the law of Moses. And the Apostles and the 
elders came together to see regarding this matter. And 
when there had been much disputation, Peter rose up 
and said," &c. If it were admitted that more than one 
meeting is here indicated, it is clear that the words 
cannot be legitimately strained into a reference to more 

Ouerb«k, zu de Watte, Apg., p. 218 f.; Straatman, Paulus, p. 188 ff.; 
Slap, Origines, p. 184 ff. ; Zeller, Apg., p. 226 f. 

I Gal. ii. 2. 
' JJljord, Gk. Test., ii. p. 162 f.; iii. P• 12 f.; Baumgarten, Apg., i. 

p. 461 ff.; Blttk, Einl., p. 371; Ebrard, Kr. ev. Geach., p. 699 f.; Ellicott, 
Galatians, p. 24 ; Ewald, GEll!Ch. V. Isr., vi. p. 434 f., anm. 2; Hofmann, 
Die heil. Sehr. N. T., i. p. 128 ff.; Lange, Das ap. Z., i. p. 100 f., ii. 
p. li8 ff.; Lechler, Das ap. u. nachap. Z., p. 39i f.; Lektbruch, Apg., 
p. 294 ff.; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 103, 124 f.; Meyer, Apg., p. 329 f., 
Gal. p. 64 f. ; Nt.ander, Pfl.anzung, p. 160 ff. ; Oertel, Paulus, p. 226 ff., 
232 ff.; de Prt11tnfi, Troia prem. Siecles, i p. 4.58 f.; Ritachl, Ent.et. 
altk. K., p. 1.50 ; Schliemann, Clementinen, p. 388 f. ; Thitrach, K. im ap. 
Z., p. 129 f.; Trip, Paulus, p. 84 ff. 1 Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 12.5. 
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than two conferences. The first of these is a general 
meeting of the Apostles and elders and of the Church 
to receive the delegates from Antioch, and the second 
is an equally general and public conference (verse 6): 
not only are the Apostles and elders present but also 
the general body of Christians, as clearly appears from 
the statement (ver. 12) that, after the speech of Peter, 
"all the multitude (1Tav To 1T">.:ij8o~) kept silence." 1 The 
"much disputation " evidently takes place on the occa
sion when the Apostles and elders are gathered together 
to consider tho matter. If, therefore, two meetings can 
be maintained from the narrative in Acts, both are 
emphatically public and general, and neither, therefore, 
the private conference of the Epistle. The main fact 
that the author of the Acts describes a general con
gress of the Church as taking place is never called in 
question. 

On the other hand, few who appreciate the nature of 
the discrepancy which we are discussing will feel that 
the difficulty is solved by suggesting that there is space 
for the insertion of other incidents in the Apostle's nar
rative. It is rather late now to interpolate a general 
Council of the Church into the pauses of the Galatian 
letter. To suppose that the communications of Paul to 
the "Pillar" Apostles, and the distressing debate re
garding the circumcision of Titus, may be inferred be
tween the lines of the account in the Acts, is a bold effort 
of imagination ; but it is far from being as hopeless as 
an attempt to reconcile the discrepancy by thrusting 
the important public congress into some corner of the 

' It baa been pertinently asked how it ia pouihle that 1111ch a meeting 
could have taken place P What room could have been found to contain 
tho ueembly. Cf, &uu, N. Bev. de Th~l., 18M, ii. p. 36. 
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Apostle's statement. In so far as any argument is ad
vanced in support of the assertion that Paul's expression 
implies something more than the private conference, it 
is based upon the reference intended in the words 
a11E8lp.7J'll 4VTO,~. When Paul says he went up to Jeru
salem and communicated " to them" his Gospel, but pri
vately To~ 8o1eovutv, whom does he mean to indicate by 
the awo~? Does he refer to the Christian community of 
Jerusalem, or to the Apostles themselves? It is pretty 
genera11y admitted that either application is permis
sible; but whiltit a !Dajority of apologetic, together with 
some independent, critics adopt the former, 1 not a few 
consider, as Chrysostom, CEcumenius, and Calvin did 
before them, that Paul more probably referred to the 
Apostles.2 In favour of the former there is the fact, it 
is argued, that the awo'i~ is used immediately after the 
statement that the Apostle went up "to Jerusalem," and 
that it may be more natural to conclude that he speaks 
of the Christians there, more especially as he seems to 
distinguish between the communication made awo'i~ and 
KaT• :&av To~ 801Covuw ; s and, in support of this, " they" 

1 Alford, Gk. Test., iii. p. 12 f. ; Baumgarten-Crmiua, Br. an d. Gu.I., 
p. 36 ; Elli«ltt, Galatians, p. 24; llilgenfdd, Galaterbr., p. 55 f., 130; 
Holtzm1mn, in Bunsen's Bibelw., iv. p. 472; Lt1ehler, Das ap. u. nachap. 
Z., p. 397 f.; Lehbtuch, Apg., p. 294 f.; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 103, 
12.5; Liplim, in Schenkel's B. L., i. p. 196; Meyer, Apg., p. 329; Gal. 
br., p. 62; Oerta, Paulas, p. 232 ; Pfleiderer, Der Paulinismus, p. 602 ; 
l'Wri, Br. an die Gal., p. 44; de Wette, Br. an die Gal., p. 22; Jl'ieaeler, 
Br. an die Gal., p. 98 f., 100, 106; Winer, P. ad Gal. Ep., p . .54 ; Ommm. 
N. T. Sprach., p . .58i. Cf. Stap, Originee, p. 1S3 f. 

' Baur, Paulus, i. p. 133 f. ; David4on, Int. N. T., ii. p. 216 f.; Jowett, 
Epe. of St. P., i. p. 236; Ol1hamen, Bibi. Comm., iv. p. 38; &ma, Rev. 
de Theol., 18.58, ii. p. 340 f. Cf. Zeller, Apg., p. 226, aum. 2. 

1 Meyer argues, not 'Without force, that if Paul had not by 1ear' ib""1 bi 
intended to diatinguiah a different communication, he must have said: 
,u,.s;,,.,,,, aWe>is, IC. , .. A., awlJf/£'1" bi rois bolC. omitting the distinguishing 
car" iaw. Br. an die Gal, p. 62, anm. 
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in Gal. i. 23, 24, is, though we think without propriety, 
referred to. It is, ou the other hand, urged that it is 
very unlikely that the Apostle would in such a way 
communicate his Gospel to the whole community, and 
that in the expressions used he indicates no special trans
action, but that the avEOlp.7111 a.wo4s is merely an inde
finite statement for which he immediately substitutes the 
more precise tca.l l8lav ~ To4s &tcoiiuw. 1 It is quite 
certain that there is no mention of the Christian com
munity of Jerusalem to which the a.bro4s can with any 
real grammatical necessity be referred ; but when the 
whole purport of the first part of the Apostle's letter is 
considered the reference to the Apostles in the a.bro4s 
becomes clearer. Paul is protesting the independence 
of his Gospel, and that he did not receive it from man 
but from Jesus Christ. He wishes to show that he was 
not taught by the Apostles nor dependent upon them. 
He states that after his conversion he did not go to 
those who were Apostles before him, but, on the con
trary, went away to Arabia, and only three years aft.er 
he went up to Jerusalem, and then only for the purpose of 
making the acquaintance of Peter, and on that occasion 
other of the Apostles saw he none save James the Lord's 
brother. After fourteen years, he continues to recount, he 
again went up to Jerusalem, but according to revelation, 
and communicated to them, i: e. to the Apostles, the Gospel 
which he preached among the Gentiles. The Apostles 

1 An able and impartial critic, Reuss, attempts to reconcile the two 
accounts by arguing that such a question could not poeaibly have been 
laid before and decided by the whole community. He thereforeeuppoees 
that private conferences only took place. Thie" reconciliation," however, 
is excluded by the account in Acts, which so distinctly repreeentB a large 
public congress, and it by no meana leeeene the fundamental diacrepa.ncy 
of the narratives. Cf. Reuu, N. Bev. de Theol., 1868, ii. 33f ff., 1M9, 
iii. p. 62 ff. 
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have been in the writer's mind throughout, but in the 
impetuous flow of his ideas, which in the first two 
chapters of this epistle outrun the pen, the sentences 
become involved. It must be admitted, finally, that 
the reference intended is a matter of opinion and cannot 
be authoritatively settled. If we suppose it to refer to 
the community of Jerusalem, taking thus the more fa
vourable construction, how would this affect the ques
tion? Can it be maintained that in this casual and 
indefinite "to them" we have any confirmation of the 
general congress of the Acts, with its debates, its solemn 
settlement of that momentous proposition regarding 
the Gentile Christians, and its important decree 1 It is 
impossible to credit that, in saying that he " commu
nicated to them " the Gospel which he preached amongst 
the Gentiles, the Apostle referred to a Council like that 
described in the Acts, to which, as a delegate from the 
Church of Antioch, he submitted the question of the con
ditions upon which the Gentiles were to be admitted into 
the Church, and tacitly accepted their decision.1 Even 
if it be assumed that the Apostle makes this slight pass
ing allusion to some meeting different from his conference 
with the pillar Apostles, it could not have been a general 
congress assembled for the purpose stated in the Acts 
and characterised by such proceedings. The discrepancy 
between the two narratives is not lessened by any sup
posed indication either in the Epistle or in the Acts of 
other incidents than those actually described. The 
suggestion that the dispute about Titus involved some 

1 It is unnecessary that we should here discuss the meaning of the 
Apostle's words : " lest by any means I might be running or have run in 
vain." Critica are generally agreed that they expl'888 no doubt in the 
Apostle's mind, and that they cannot be taken ea a submission, in any de
pendent eeD89, of his views to the elder Apostles. 
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publicity does not avail, for the greater the publicity and 
importance of the episode the greater the difficulty of 
explaining the total silence regarding it of the author 
of Acts. The more closely the two statements are 
compared the more apparent does it become that the 
~uthor describes proceedings which are totally <lifferent 
in general character, in details, and in spirit, from those 
so vividly sketched by the Apostle Paul. 

'Ve shall have more to say presently regarding the 
irreconcilable contradiction in spirit between the whole 
account which is given in the Acts of this Council and 
the writings of Paul ; but it may be more convenient, 
if less effective, if we for the present take the chief points 
in the narrative as they arise and consider how far they 
are supported or discredited by other data. We shall 
refer later to the manner in which the question which 
leads to the Council is represented as arising and at 
once proceed to the speech of Peter. After there had 
been much disputation as to whether the Gentile Chris
tians must necessarily be circumcised and required to 
observe the Mosaic law, it is stated that Peter rose up 
and said: xv. 7. "Men (and) brethren, ye know that a 
good while ago God made choice among you that the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the 
Gospel and believe. 8. And God which knoweth the 
hearts bare them witness, giving them the Holy Spirit 
even as unto us ; 9. and put no distinction between us 
and them, having purified their heatts by the faith. 
10. Now, therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers 
nor we were able to bear? 11. But by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus we believe we are saved even as also they." 1 
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The liberality of the sentiments thus put into the mouth 
of Peter requires no demonstration, and there is here 
an explicit expression of convictions, which we must, 
from his own words, consider to be the· permanent 
and mature views of the Apostle, dating as they do 
11 from ancient days" (aq,• TJµ.EpWV apxalc,,v) and Origin
'ating in so striking and supernat.ural a manner. We 
may, therefore, expect that whenever we meet with an 
authentic record of Peter's opinions and conduct else
where, they should exhibit the impress of such advanced 
and divinely imparted views. The statement which Peter 
makes : that God had a good while before selected him 
that the Gentiles by his voice should hear the Gospel, 
is of course a reference to the case of Cornelius, and this 
unites the fortunes of the speech and proceedings of the 
Council with that episode. We have seen how little 
ground there is for considering that narrative, with its 
elaborate tissue of miracles, historical. The speech 
which adopts it is thus discredited, and all other cir
cumstances confirm the conclusion that the speech is 
not authentic.1 If the name of Peter were erased 
and that of Paul substituted, the sentiments expressed 
would be singularly appropriate. We should have the 

J11 ;,,u,, lE*'Ai~aro o 81or 11&4 rnii UTO,.aros TOV .Uoiiua' ,..t ;o,,,, ,.c\., 'A&yov ,.oii 
1l>ayyt'A1ov ml fl''<TT'fiiuai. 8. 11:al .S 11:apawyv&.aT1Js 81os E/J'lprUP'luw al,,.o'is, 
3oVr 1"o ,,.,.,.;;1'4 1"0 &ycoff 11:a8;.s 11:al '7,-i111 9. 11:al 0M*11 3ci11:pun11 I'~ q,-a.v ,., 
w al,,.*i11, Tj 'lriaTn 11:a8apirras 1"ctS •las al,,.a.v. 10. viiv o~v ,.[ ft'npa(f1"f 1"011 
IHO., J,,.JJii11ai (vyc\11 nrl ,.c\v '"pQX.'l'Ao11 ,..;,,, ~.;,,,, 311 oDn ol "'°'"iprs ;,.a.11 oln-1 
;,.,&s krx.VulJfl.fll fjaqTci.um ; 11. Olla 3u\ rijs x.ci.pt,.os 1"oii 1Ct1piov ·1,,uoii 
'lrl4TfUofAO rr .. 8ij11m 11:a8' 3,, 1"pCnrOll ICcUflllOC. 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 132 ff.; David«Jn, Int. N. T., ii. p. 216 ff. 253; 
Lipriw, in Schenkel's Bib. Lex., i. p. 197 f. ; O~btck, rm de W. Apg., 
p. 226; Pjkiderer, Der Pauliniamus, p. 605 f.; .&nan, Les Ap6tres, 
p. xxxvii.; Schrader, Der Ap. Paulus, v. p. 544 f.; Schwegler, Das nachap. 
Z., i. p. 117 ff., ii. p. 106 f.; Slap, Origines, p. 128 f.; Straatman, Paulus, 
p. 189 ff. 196 f. ; Zeller, Apg., p. 230 tr. 
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divinely appointed Apostle of the Gentiles advocating 
complete immunity from the Mosaic law, and enun
ciating Pauline principles in peculiarly Pauline terms. 
When Peter declares that " God put no distinction be
tween us (Jews) and them (Gentiles), purifying their 
hearts by faith, 1 but by the grace (xO.p,~) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ we believe we are saved even as also they," 
do we not hear Paul's sentiments, so elaborately ex
pressed in the Epistle to the Romans and elsewhere? 
"For there is no difference between Jew and Greek; for 
the same Lord of all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For whosoever shall caU upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved " 2 • • • • "justified freely by his grace <x4,oi~) 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." 3 And 
when Peter exclaims: " Why tempt ye God to put a 
yoke ('vyo~) upon the neck of the disciples which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear?" have we not 
rather a paraphrase of the words in the -Epistle to the 
Galatians? '' 'Vith liberty Christ made us free; stand 
fast, therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke 
('vyo~) of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you that 
if ye be circumcised Christ will profit you nothing. But 
I testify again to every man who is circumcised that he 
is a debtor to do the whole law.' .. For as many as are of 
works of law are under a curse," &c.6 These are only 
a few sentences of which the speech in Acts is an echo, 
but no attentive reader can fail to perceive that it con
tains in germ the whole of Pauline universalism. 

I Cf. Rom. iv. 13. 
' Rom. x. 12, 13. Cf. Gal. iii. 26 ft.: "For ye are all eons of Ood 

ti.rough faith in Christ Jesus; .• • There is neither Jew nor Greek; .• • 
for ye are all one man in Christ Jesus." 

I Rom. iii, 24. 4 OaJ. V. 1-3 • 
• Gal. iii. 10. 
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From the Pauline author of the Acts this might fairly 
be expected, and if we linguistically examine the speech 
we have additional evidence that it is simply, like others 
which we have considered, a composition from his own 
pen. We shall, as briefly as possible, refer to every word 
which is not of too common occurrence to require notice, 
and point out where they are elsewhere used. The 
opening av8pE'O <i8EAcf>ol occurs elsewhere in the Acts 
13 times, as we have already pointed out, being the 
favourite phrase placed in the mouth of all speakers ; 
brmauOa.L, x. 28, xviii. 25, xix. 15, 25, xx. 18, xxii. 19, 
xxiv. 10, xxvi. 3, 26, and elsewhere only 5 times. The 
phrase vµ.Et'O brl<TTa<r0E at the beginning of a sentence 
has been pointed out, in connection with a similar way of 
expressing the personal pronoun in x. 28, vµ.Et') Em<TTa<rOE, 

and x. 3 7, vµ.Et'> oL8aTE1 as consequently characteristic 
of Peter, and considered " impol'tant as showing that 
these reports are not only according to the sense of what 
was said, but the words spoken, verbatim." 1 rrhis is to 
overlook the fact that the very same words are put into 
the mouth of Paul. Peter commences his speech, xv. 7 : 
.. _ \l' _! ll' < A J , (} • J .I..' < A • , \ 

a.vopE'> ao., vµ.Et'> £11'1.<rTa<r E on ao/ "flJl-Epwv apxa.Lwv, K.T.A. 

Paul begins his speech at Miletus, xx. 18 : v/Ut'> 
• , LJ ' ' , • , .:!.I..' .1 \ d t 

eirtcrra.uuE, aTTo TTP"''TT/'> "flJl-Epa.'> ""'fl '''"' K.T.I\. ; an a 
Ephesus, Demetrius the silversmith commences his 
address, xix. 25: av8pE'>, E11'l<TTa<r0£ on, IC.T.>.. Cf. xxiii. 15. 
apxa:i.o'>, xv. 21, xxi. 16; Luke ix. 8, 19; elsewhere 6 
times j the expression a<f>' T,µ.EpWV apxawV does not else
where occur in the New Testament, but T,µ.. apx. is 
common in the Septuagint. Cf. Ps. xliii. 1, lxxvi. 5, 
cxlii. 5, Isaiah xxxvii. 26, Lament. i. 7, ii. 17, &c., &c. 
e1C>.eyEu8a1., i. 2, 24, vi. 5, xiii. 17, xv. 22, 25; Luke 

1 Alford, Gk. Test., ii. 163. 
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4 times, elsewhere 11 times, and of these the following 
with inf., Acts i. 24 f., xv. 22, 25, Ephes. i 4. With the 
phrase 0 0EOS W Vf'W lfE}.lfa:ro I may be compared that 
of Paul, xiii. 1 7, o OE~ . . . lfdlfa:ro To~ 11'4T/p4s 7Jp.(;,11, 
and 1 Cor. i. 27, in which o (}~ lf. occurs twice, as well 
as again in the next verse, 28. Sul. ToV CTTOJUl.T~, i 16, 
iii 18, 21; iv. 25; Luke i. 70; and the whole phrase Sul. T. 

CTTop.a.Tos p.ov uoiiucu may be compared with the words 
put into Paul's mouth, xxii. 14 : Ka.t uovucu tfx,>vY,11 be Tov 
CTTOJUl.TOS a.in-ov, K.T.X. lva.rtEluo11, xx. 24, in Paul's Epis
tles (4) 33 times, and elsewhere 42 times. Verse 8. o 1ea.p-
8wyvc.laT1]s 0Eos,-in the N. T. 1ea.p8. only occurs here and 
in i. 24, Iv '°1p1.E 1ea.p8wyv<Mrra.1T0vr"'v, where it forms part 
of the prayer at the election of the successor to Judas. 
'Ve have fully examined the speech of Peter, i. 16 ft, and 
shown its unhistorical character, and that it is a free 
composition· by the author of the Acts; the prayer of 
the assembly is not ascribed to Peter in the work itself, 
though apologists, grasping at the 1ea.p8wyvc.laT1]s, assert 
that it must have been delivered by that Apostle; but, 
with the preceding speech, the prayer also must be 
attributed to the pen of the author; and if it be main
tained that Peter spoke in the Aramaic tongue' it is 
useless to discuss the word at all, which of course in 
that case must be allowed to belong to the author. 
p.a.f"TVpEl.11, Acts 12. times, Luke 2, rest frequently; with 
the phrase o 0Eos lJUl.(YT'VprJu& a.in-ol.s may be compared 
Paul's words in xiii. 22, ~ 1eal (o fJEos) El1T& p.a.prvpt/ua.s. 
Verse 9, 81.a.1eplvEw, x. 20, xi. 2, 12, Paul 7 times, &c. 

1 We need not discuss J~. /,, ii,.i,, (or ~l'i•) which de Wette, Ewald, and 
others take for a Hebraism, but Winer (§ 32, 3), Meyer and others 
defend. 

2 ••• den eelbetventandlich ist's (gegen Lange u. Aeltere) dass Petru:1 
nicht Griechieh, eondem A.ramiiisch geredet hat. Mtytr, Apg., p. 39. 
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µ.eTa'1J, xii. 6, xiii. 42 ; Luke xi. 51, xvi. 26 ; rest 4 times. 
TE 1ea~ Acts 27 times, Luke 3, Paul 9, rest 15 times; TE 

••. 1ea1. Acts 33 times, Luke 5, Paul 4, rest 10 times
TE 1ea1. is clearly characteristic of the author. .,,[uw;, Acts 
15, Luke 11 times, rest very frequently. 1eaOapl,ew, x. 15, 
xi. 9; Luke 7, and elsewhere 20 times. wv o~v, x. 33, 
.xvi. 36, xxiii. 15 ; an expression not found elsewhere in 
the New Testament, and which is also indicative of the 
Author's composition. Verse 10, .,,e,pO.,e,v, v. 9, xvi. 7, 
xxiv. 6 ; Luke iv. 2, xi. 16, xx. 23, rest frequently; the 
question of Jesus in Luke and the parallel passages, 
,,.[ µ.e 1TE'P~ETE ; will occur to every one. lTT,nO&a,, Acts 
12, Luke 6 times, the rest frequently. {vy6'> does not 
occur elsewhere, either in the Acts or third Gospel, but it 
is used precisely in the same sense by Paul, Gal. v. 1, in 
a passage to which we have called attention a few pages 
back 1 in connection with this speech. TpaxTJAO'>, xx. 37, 
Luke xv. 20, xvii. 2 ; Romans xvi. 4, Matth. xviii. 6, 
Mark ix. 42 ; E1T' 'Tov 1pax· occurs 4 times. l<T)(Vnv, 
vi. 10, xix. 16, 20, xxv. 7, xxvii. 16; Luke 8 times and 
elsewhere 15 times. /Ja<TTa,ew, iii. 2, ix. 15, xxi. 35; 
Luke 5, Paul 6, rest 12 times. Verse 11, xO.P'"• Acts 17 
times, Luke 8, Paul 61 times, rest frequently. muTevew, 
Acts 38, Luke 9 times, rest frequently. uw,nv, Acts 12, 
Luke 18 times, rest frequently. Kaf! ~v -rp67rov, is also 
put into the mouth of Paul, xxvii. 25, and is not else
where found in the New Testament; ~v Tp61Tov, i. 11, 
vii. 28; Luke xiii. 34; Matth. xxiii. 37, 2 'rim. iii. 8. 
1echce"1or;, v. 37, xviii. 19; Luke xi. 7, 2, xx. 11, xxii. 12 
and elsewhere in the New Testament 17 times. It can
not be doubted that the language of this speech is that 
of the author of the Acts, and no serious attempt has ever 

I p. 238. 
\"OL. JU, R 
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been made to show that it is the language of Peter. If it 
be asserted that, in the form before us, it is a translation, 
there is not the slightest evidence to support the assertion ; 
aud it has to contend with the unfortunate circumstance 
that, in the supposed process, the words of Peter have not 
only become the words of the author, but his thoughts 
the thoughts of Paul. 

'Ve may now inquire whether we find in authentic 
records of the Apostle Peter's conduct and views any 
confirmation of the liberality which is attributed to him in 
the Acts. He is T1ere represented as proposing the eman
cipation of Gentile Converts from the Mosaic law: does 
this accord with the statements of the Apostle Paul and 
with such information as we can elsewhere gather regard
ing Peter? Very much the contrary. 

Peter in this speech claims that, long before, God had 
selected him to make known the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
but Paul emphatically distinguishes him as the Apostle 
of the Circumcision ; and although, accepting facts which 
had actually taken place and could not be prevented, 
Peter with James and John gave Paul right hands 
of fellowship, he remained, as he had been before, 
Apostle of the Circumcisiou1 and, as we shall see: did 
not practise the liberality which he is said to have 
preached. Very shortly after the Council described in 
the Acts, there occurred the celebrated dispute between 
him and Paul which the latter proceeds to describe im
mediately after the visit to Jerusalem : " But when 
Cephas came to Antioch," he writes, "I withstood him to 
the face, for he was condemned. For before certain 
came from Jam es, he did eat with the Gentiles ; but 
when th<>y came, he withdrew and separated himself, fear-

1 Gal. ii. 7 ft'. 
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ing those of the Circumcision. And the other Jews also 
joined in l1is hypocrisy, insomuch that even Barnabas 
was carried away with their hypocrisy. But when I saw 
that they walked not uprightly according to the truth 
of the Gospel, I said unto Cephas before all : If thou 
being a Jew livest ('fii;) after the manner of Gentiles and 
not after the manner of Jews, how compellest (ava.yKa,Et~) 
thou the Gentiles to adopt the customs of the Jews ? 
(fov&.t'E~V)" I 

It is necessary to say a few words as to the significance 
of Peter's conduct and of Paul's rebuke, regarding which 
there is some difference of opinion.2 Are we to under
stand from this that Peter, as a general rule, at Antioch 
and elsewhere, with enlightened emancipation from Jewish 
prejudices, lived as a Gentile and in full communion with 
Gentile Christians? 3 :Meyer 4 and others argue that by 
the use of the present 'fii;, the Apostle indicates a con
tinuous practice based upon principle, and that the '~v 
is not the mere moral life, but includes the external social 
observances of Christian community : the object, in fact, 
being to show that upon principle Peter held the advanced 
liberal viewa of Paul, and that the fault which he ~om
mitted in withdrawing from free intercourse with the 
Gentile Christians was momentary, and merely the result 
of "occasional timidity and weakness." This theory can
not bear the test of examination. The account of Paul is 
clearly this: when Cephas came to Antioch, the strong-

l Gal. ii. 11-14. 
' Cf. Liglai/oot, St. Paul's Ep. to the Gal,, 338. 
1 Hilgenftld argues that in speaking of" eating with them," Paul refers 

to the Agape, the meals of the Christians which had a religious signifi
cance. Although this is well worthy of com1ideration, it is not necessary 
for us here to go into the quest:on. Cf. Galaterbrief, p . .59 ff. Zeitschr. 
wiss. Tb., 18.'.iS, p. 87 ft'. 

• Br. an die Gal., 98 f. 
R2 
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which did not directly involve principles, is a very different 
thing from conduct like that at Antioch where, under one 
influence, a line of action was temporarily adopted which 
ratified views upon which the opinion of the Church was 
divided, and then abandoned merely from fear of the dis
approval of those of the Circumcision. The author of 
the Acts passes over this altercation in complete silence. 
No one has ever called in question the authenticity of the 
account which Paul gives of it. If Peter had the courage 
to make such a speech at the Council in the very capital 
of Judaic Christianity, and in the presence of James and 
the whole Church, how could he possibly, from fear of a 
few.men from Jerusalem, have shown such pusillanimity 
in Antioch, where Paul and the mass of Christians sup
ported him? If the unanimous decision of the Council 
had really been a fact, how easily he might have silenced 
any objections by an appeal to that which had "seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit " and to the Church ! But there 
is not the slightest knowledge of the Council and its 
decree betrayed either by those who came from James, 
or by Peter, or Paul. The episode at Antioch is incon
sistent with the conduct and words ascribed to Peter 
in the Acts, and contradicts the narrative in the fifteenth 
chapter which we are examining.1 

The author of the Acts states that after Peter bad 
spoken, " all the multitude kept silence and were hearing 

1 Baur, K. G., i. p. 52 f.; Paulus, i. p. HG ff.; Da'llidaon, Int. !'l. T •• 
ii. l'· 220 f., 222; Gfrurer, Die heil. Sago, i. 'p. 415 ff.; Ifilgmftld, 
Zeitschr. wiss. Th., 1858, p. 87 ff. ; 1860, p. 140 ff.; Der Kanon, p. :?<>I ; 
Einl., p. 232 f.; Ilol&ten, Zum Ev. Pllulue, u. e. w., p. 359 ff.; Li1>11ius, 
in Schenkel'e Bib. Lex., i. p. 197 ; Ov«rbtck, zu de W. Apg., p. 221 f. ; 
Renan, Lea Ap0trcs, p. xx.xv. ff. ; Schwegkr, Das nachap. Z., i. p. 117 ff., 
127 ff. ; ii. p. 106 ff. ; Straalman, Paulus, p. 196; Uateri, Br. and. Gal.. 
p. 37 f.; Zdkr, Apg., p. 233 ff. Cf. Schn«l«nb"rger, Apg., p. 106 ff. ; 
Wie.~kr, Br. and. Gal., p. 163 ff., 137 ff. 
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Barnabas and Paul declaring what signs and wonders 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by them."1 \Ve 
shall not at present pause to consider this statement, nor 
the role which Paul is made to play in the whole trans"' 
action, beyond pointing out that, on an occasion when 
such a subject as the circumcision of the Gentiles and 
their subjection to the Mosaic law was being discussed, 
nothing could be more opposed to nature than to sup
pose that a man like the author of the Epistle to the 
Galatians coul<l have assumed so passive and subordinate 
an attitude.2 After Barnabas and Paul had spoken, 
James is represented as saying: "Men (and) brethren, 
bear me. Simeon declared how God at first did visit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 
And with this agree the words of the prophets ; as it is 
written : 'After this I will return, and will build again the 
tabernacle of David which has fallen down ; and I will 
build again the ruins thereof, and will set it up: that the 
residue of men may seek after the Lord, and all the 
Gentiles, upon whom my name has been called, saith the 
Lord who doeth these things, known from the beginning.' 
Wherefore, I judge that we trouble not those from among 
the Gentiles who are turning to God ; but that we write 
unto them that they abstain from the pollutions of idols, 
and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from 
blood. For Moses from generations of old hath in every 
city those who preach him, being read in the synagogues 
every Sabbath." 3 There are many reasons for which this 

I XV. 12. 
' Ova-beck, zu de \V ette's K. Erk.I. Apostelgesch., p. 227. 
a • ~P'' ~1>.q,ot, a1eoixrari f"'V. ~VfLEmv lErrr'Juaro 1ea8w, 7rp<Mov o (},3, 

br1v1eivaro ~j,, 'E ((},,;;,,, Aa011 -r<t o...Sflaf'' aU-roil. ICat TOWci> ITVfl"'"'llOVIT&ll oi 
~ -rci>lf 1rpo4''T"illl, 1ea8ws yf.ypa1"'ai, IC.T.A. (Greek below.) bw lyw 1epl'll<A> flq 
w-apn"'X).,j.,, -roi' a1!'o ,,.;;,.,, 1811<;,11 f'lrWTpicpovcrw l1Ti -rov 81011, illa lm1TT1i>.a1 
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speech also must be pronounced inauthcntic.1 It may be 
observed, in passing, that Jam es completely disregards 
the statement which Barnabas and Paul are supposed to 
make as to what God had wrought by them among the 
Gentiles; and, ignoring their intervention, he directly 
refers to the preceding speech of Peter claiming to have 
first been selected to convert the Gentiles. 'Ve shall 
reserve discussion of the conditions which James pro
poses to impose upon Gentile Christians till we come to 
the apostolic decree which embodies them. 

The precise signification of the sentence with which 
(ver. 21) he concludes has been much debated, but need 
not detain us long. "'hatcvcr may be said of the liberal 
part of the speech it is obvious that the author has been 
more true to the spirit of the time in conceiving this and 
other portions of it, than in composing the speech of Peter. 
The continued observance of the Mosaic ritual, and the 
identity of the synagogue with the Christian Church are 
correctly indicated; and when James is again represented 
(xxi. 20ff.) as advising Paul to join those who had a vow, 
in order to prove that he himself walked orderly and was 
an observer of the law, and did not teach the Jews to 
apostatize from Moses and abandon the rite of circum
cision, he is consistent in his portrait. It is nevertheless 
clear that, however we may read the restrictions which 

aVrois Toii atl'ix1u6a' atl'u T.;.., Q).,O")"l,.ba>v Tw111&~6)A.a111 ical Tijs tl'Of'"las ical nrii 
tl'Jl,KTOV ical TOV ai1'4TOS. Mllliiuijs yap lie YfllfOJJI apxal"'" KOTO W"Mtll nWs 
ICT}pvuuovras aVru11 f'xn Iv Tais avvay"'"}'ais icOTa trav uQ/3/3aro• d..ay-..cricO,mvs. 
Acts xv. 13-20. 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 135 ff., 150 ff.; D<ll'idaQfl, Int. N. T., ii. p. 221, 
252 f. ; Lipai1U1, in Schenkel'a Bib. Lex., i. p. 198 f.; O.,trb«k, zu de W. 
Apg., 216, 222, 22i ff.; Pjleidtrer, Paulinismue, p. 505 f.; &nan, Lee 
Ap0tres, p. xxxv., note 1; xx.xvii.; Schwegler, Das nachap. Z., i. 
p. 11 i ft., ii. JI· 106 f. ; Straatman, Paulus, p. 189 ff., 196 f. ; &Uer, Apg., 
r· 2a2 ff, 
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James proposes to impose upon Gentile Christians, the 
author of Acts intends them to be considered as a most 
liberal and almost col!lplete concession of immunity. " I 
judge," he makes James say, "that we trouble not those 
from among the Gentiles who are turning to God;" and 
again, on the second occasion of which we have just been 
speaking, in referring to the decree, a contrast is drawn 
between the Christian Jews, from whom observance of 
tLe law is demanded, and the Gentiles, who are only 
expected to follow the prescriptions of the decree. 

James is represented as supporting the statement of 
Peter how God visited the Gentiles by " the words of the 
Prophets," quoting a passage from Amos. ix. 11, 12. It 
is difficult to see how the words, even as quoted, apply to 
the case at all, but this is immaterial. Loose reasoning 
can certainly not be taken as a mark of inauthenticity. 
It is much more to the point that James, addressing an 
assembly of Apostles and elders in Jerusalem, quotes the 
prophet Amos freely from the Septuagint version, 1 which 
differs widely in the latter and more important part from 
the Hebrew text. 2 The passage in the Hebrew reads : 
ix. 11. "In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; 
and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the 
days of old, 12. that they may possess the remnant of 

1 "St. Jamee and St. Luke adopt that Version 88 not contrary to the 
mind of the Spirit, and indeed 88 expressing that mind," &c., &c. Jr orda
v:orth, Gk. Test., The Acts, p. 113. 

2 Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 165; Raumgarten, Apg., i. p. 436 ti.; Bttltn 
Act. Apost., p. 382 ff. ; DafJid&on, Int. O. T., iii. p. 2.19; Ewald, Oesch. 
V. Isr., vi. p. 436, anm. 2; Hengatt'nberg, Christo). d. A. T. 2 Auil., i. 
p. 4.>4 f.; Kunim, De Profeten, ii. p. 211 f.; Kuinod, Comm. N. T., iv. 
p. 506; Lightfoot, Works, viii. p. 47.'.i f.; Meyer, Apg., p. 333 f.; Ol&hau
un, Apg., p. 211 ti. ; lleuaa, Rev. de Theol., 1859, iii. p. 84 f. ; Stier, 
lleden d. Ap., ii. p. 2.1, cf. 28; de JJ'etu, Apg., p. 228; JVord&worth, Ok. 
Teet., Acta, p. 113. 
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Edom, and of all the heathen upon whom my name is 
called, saith the Lord that doeth this." The authors of 
the Septuagint version altered the twelfth verse into : 
" That the residue of men may seek after the Lord and 
all the Gentiles upon whom my name is called, saith the 
Lord who doeth these things." 1 It is perfectly clear that 
the prophet does not, in the original, say what James is 
here represented as stating, and that his own words refer 
to the national triumph of Israel, and not to the conversion 
of the Gentiles. Amos in fact prophesies that the Lord 
will restore the former power and glory of Israel, an<l 
that the remnant of Edom and the other nations of the 
theocracy shall be re-united, as they were under David. No 
one questions the fact that the original prophecy is altered, 
and those who desire to see the singular explanations of 
apologists may refer to some of the works indicated. 2 

The question as to whether James or the author of the 
Acts is responsible for the adoption of the Septuagint 
version is felt to be a serious problem. Some critics 
affirm that in all probability James must have spoken in 
Aramaic ; s whilst others maintain that he delivered this 

1 The whole passage in the lxx. reads: 'Et• Tjj ql'iP9 lrCfl"fJ a-mfa-• ,..,,., 
O'IC'lvi/11 Aavla ni .. 11'f11'Tf111C\liav, ICOt avou:oao,.~O'fll TU 11'f11'Tll>ICOrO at.njs, "°' TO 
IC0Tf(TIC01'1'fl'O ailT~s ava~<Tfll, ICOC aPOU:oao,.~(TQ) OVnJI' 1ea8~s al ql'tptu nW 
ailiil'Of, 12. ·oll'OIS fl(,~(TQ)O'll' iK ICOTci>.0&11'm T...,, ""8penr"'" T.}., tNpull' (Cod. 
Alox.) 11:0( ft'a11Ta TU ;e,,.,, bf,' otis l11"u:i«>..'1Ta' To &vo,.U "°" l1r' aVT-ovs, ).~, 
1evpws 6 11'o&liiv TaVra (Cod. Alex. om. ft'cillTa). The pasaage in the speech 
of James reads : 16. Mn-ci TOWO tiJ,aO'Tp;+Q) «al allO&ICoaa~a-OI "iv a-q...;. 
Aavfla "111 11'f11'TQ)IC\liav, ICOC TU IC0Tf(TIC01'1'"'° at.njs a-oaa,.~a-• «al~ 
aVT-~11. 17. WO>f a .. '"'~(TQ)(T&lf ol ICOTci>.o&ft'O& Tliil' ,j,,8,,..._ NI' ciJpwv, «al 
ft'clllTO TO re,,,, bj,' abs l:r&ICtlt'A.'/TCU ro &.o,.a "°" h' aVT-o.Js, A~& KV{H« 6 ~. 
TaiiTa. 18. ')"'G"O'TO all'' alitvos. The rest of the verse, fO'Tl ~ e,~ fl"cDrm ni 
1pya aVT-oii, which stands in the A.V. is omitted by N, B, C, and other im
portant oodicee, but Cod. A and D havo T.; IC\lpl'f> T.} 1pyo11 awoii, the latter 
having also fO'T&I'. 

t See p. 249, note 2. 
• Bengel, Gnom. N. T., p. Ji6; Li9l1tjooe, Works, viii. p. 474 f.; Mt:yer., 
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address in Greek.1 In the one case, it is supposed 
that he quoted the original Hebrew and that the author 
of the Acts or the document from which he derived his 
report may have used the Septuagint; and in the other, 
it is suggested that the LXX. may have had another an<l 
more correct reading before them, for it is supposed im
possible that James himself could have quoted a version 
which was actually different from the original Hebrew. 
These and many other similar explanations, into which we 
need not go, do little to remove the difficulty presented by 
the fact itself. To suppose that our Hebrew texts are 
erroneous in order to justify the speech is a proceeding 
which does not require remark. It will be remembered 
that, in the Acts, the Septuagint is always employed in 
quotations from the Old Testament, and that this is by no 
means the only place in which that version is used when 
it departs from the original. It is difficult to conceive 
that any intelligent Jew could have quoted the Hebrew 
of this passage to support a proposal to free Gentile 
Christians from the necessity of circumcision and the ob
servance of the Mosaic Law. It is equally difficult to 
suppose that James, a bigoted leader of the J udaistic 
party and the head of the Church of J erusalern, could 
have quoted the Septuagint version of t~e Holy Scrip
tures, differing from the Hebrew, to such an assembly. It 
is useless to examine here the attempts to make the pas• 
sage quoted a correct interpretation of the prophet's 
meaning, or seriously to consider the proposition that this 
alteration of a prophetic utterance is adopted as better 

Apg., p. 334; Stier, Die Reden d. Ap., p. 25, anm. Cf. ~. Rev. de 
Theol., 1859, iii. p. 84. 

1 ~lford, Ok. Test., ii. p. 165; Hengatenbtrg, Christol. d. A. T. 2te 
Auft., i. p. 455 f. ; Olahatm11, Apg., p. 212. 
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expressing "the mind of the Spirit." If the original 
prophecy did not express that mind, it is rather late to 
amend the utterances of the prophets in the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

'Ve may now briefly examine the speech linguistically. 
Verse 13 : The opening as usual is G.vSpEi; a&X<f>ol, 
but the whole phrase 0.,,8p. Q.8 •• aKoV<TO/rE fLOV is put 
iuto the mouth of Paul in xxii. 1, a118p. a.s. Kat 1Ta.TlpE~ 

aKOV<T«TE p.ov, and with but little variation ~"'3.in in xiii. 
16. Cf. ii. 22. The use of the Hebrew form Ivp.Ec.riv, 
in speaking of Peter, bas been pointed out by Bleek 1 

and others, after Lightfoot,11 as a characteristic peculi
arity showing the authenticity of the speech. The same 
form occurs in 2 Pet. i. 1, but its use in that spurious 
epistle is scarcely calculated to give weight to its use 
here. If it be characteristic of anyone, however, its use 
is characteristic of the author of the third Gospel and the 
Acts, and in no case is it peculiarly associated with 
Jam es. In addition to the instance referred to above, 
and Apoc. vii. 7, where the tribe of Simeon is thus named, 
the Jewish form Ivp.Ec.riv of the name Simon occurs four · 
times only in the New Testament, and they are confined 
to our author: Acts xiii. 1; Luke ii. 25, 34, iii. 30. Being 
acquainted with the Jewish form of the name, he made 
use of it in this speech probably for the effect of local 
colouring. l~Ew8cu, x. 8, xv. 12, xxi. 19; Luke xxiv. 
35, and nowhere else except John i. 18-it is peculiar to 
the author. Ka.8c.rii;, Acts 11, Luke 16 times, and elsewhere 
frequently. trp;;,Tov, iii. 26, vii. 12, xi. 26, xiii. 46, xxvi. 
20; Luke 10 times; Jam. iii. 17; Paul 10 times, rest fre
quently. E1TL<TKE11'TE<r8ai, vi. 3, Yii. 23, xv. 36; Luke i. 68, 

I Einl. N. T., P· 348; Th. Stu<l. u. Krit., 1836, Jl• 1036 r. 
' Worb, viii. p. 4i4 f. 
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78, vii. 16; Matth. xxv. 36, 43, Hehr. ii. 6, Jam. i. 27, 
that is to say 7 times used by the author and only 4 times 
in the rest of the New Testament; compare especially 
Luke i. 68, and vii. 16. Aao~ opposed to lflvq, xxvi.17, 23. 
The expression brt -r<iJ ovoµ.an. occurs ii. 38, iv. 17, 18, v. 
28, 40; Luke ix. 48, 49, xxi. 8, xxiv. 47, and only 5 times 
in the rest of the New rrestament. Verse 15 : <TVµ.<f>wvE'iv, 
Y. 9 ; Luke v. 36, and Matth. xviii. 19, xx. 2, 13 only. 
Yerse 16: In this quotation from Amos, for the £v -rfi 
-i,µ.lp<f EKEf.VfJ of the Septuagint, the Author substitutes 
JUTO. -rai!Ta, which phrase occurs elsewhere in Acts vii. 7, 
xiii. 20, xviii. 1 ; Luke v. 27, x. 1, xii. 4, xvii. 8, xviii. 4. 
ci.va.cnpl<f>Ec.v, v. 22 and 9 times elsewhere. Verse 18: 
')'VCiJ<TTo~, i. 19, ii. 14, iv. 10, 16, ix. 42, xiii. 28, xix. 17, 
xxviii. 22, 28=10 times in Acts; Luke i. 44, xxiii. 
49; elsewhere only in Rom. i. 19, John xviii. 15, 16,
a characteristic word. So likewise is the expression a11'' 
a.lcdvo~. iii. 21, Luke i. 70 j a11'0 T~V alcdvwv occurs in 
Ephes. iii. 9, Col. i. 26. These words are added to the 
passage quoted from the Septuagint. Verse 19: 8io is 
used 11 times in Acts; Luke i. 35, vii. 7; by Paul 18 
times, Ep. Jam. twice, and elsewhere 25 times. KpwEc.v, 
22 times in Acts; Luke 6 times, Paul 37 times, Ep. 
Jam. 6, and elsewhere 44 times. 11'apwoxAE'i.v is not 
found elsewhere in the New Testament. E11'LUTpE</>Ew, 
Acts 11, Luke 7, Jam. v. 19, 20, rest 19 times; the 
phrase emCTTp. E11't -rov 8Eov is a favourite and character
istic expression of the Author, who uses it ix. 35, xi. 21, 
xiv. 15, xxvi. 20, and Luke i. 16, and it does not occur 
elsewhere in the New Testament except in 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
Verse 20: brtUTEAAEw, xxi. 25, and Hehr. xiii. 22 only. 
a11'fxEC.V xv. 29, Luke vi. 24, vii. 6, xv. 20, xxiv. 13, 
1 Thess. iv. 3, v. 22, 1 Tim. iv. 3, 1 Pet. ii. 11, and 
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clse,vhere 7 times ; in both passages of the Ep. to the 
Thess. it is used with chro as here. ~p.a is not else
where found. Ei8wAov, vii. 41; 6 times by Paul, and else
where 3 : it occurs very frequently in the Septuagint. 
1TopvEla, xv. 29, xxi. 25; Paul 8, elsewhere 15 times. 
,,,,,Uc-r&v, xv. 29, xxi. 25, a technical word. afµ.a, Acts 12, 
Luke 11 times, rest frequently. ')'EVE&., ii. 40, viii. 33, 
xiii. 36, xiv. lG; Luke 13 times, Matth. 13, Mk. 5, rest 
5 times. 0.pxa'i~, xv. 7, xxi. 16; Luke ix. 8, 19, else
where 7 times. KaTcl 'TToAw, xv. 36, xx. 23, xxiv. 
12 ; Luke viii. 1, 4, xiii. 22, and elsewhere only in Tit. 
• r. , ••• r. • 20 37 42 . 13 I. u. IC1JPV<T<TEW, vm. o, IX. ' x. , , XIX. ' 

xx. 25, xxviii. 31; Luke 9, Paul 14, elsewhere 30 
times. u&.{3{3aTov, Acts 9, Luke 20, rest 35 times, the 
whole phrase lv Tat~ uvvaywya4~ KaTcl ,,,a.,, u&.{3{3aTov 
avayw<.r>CTKOp.EVO~ occurs again in the Acts, being put 
into the mouth of Paul xiii. 27, and lv Tjj uvvaycuyj 
KaTcl ,,,4,, u0..{3. being used by the writer in xviii. 4. 
<TWaywri, Acts 20 ; Luke 15, rest 22 . times. avayt

vc!JuK*''"• viii. 28, 30 twice, 32, xiii. 2 7, xv. 31, xxiii. 34; 
Luke 3, and elsewhere 22 times. This analysis confirms 
the conclusion that the speech of James at the 
Council proceeds likewise from the pen of the general 
author, and the incomprehensible liberality of the senti
ments expressed, as well as the peculiarity of the quota
tion from Amos according to the Septuagint, thus receive 
at once their simple explanation. 

If we now compare the account of James's share 
in granting liberal conditions to Gentile Christians with 
the statements of Paul, we arrive at the same result. 
It is in consequence of the arrival of " certain men 
from James" ('Twa.~ a1TO 'IaKw/3ov) that Peter through 
fear of them withdrew from communion with the Gen-
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tiles. It will be remembered that the whole disc111:1-
sion is said to have arisen in Antioch originally from 
the judaistic teaching of certain men who came "from 
J udrea," who are disowned in the apostolic letter.1 It is 
unfortunate, however, to say the least of it., that so many 
of those who systematically opposed the work of the 
Apostle Paul claimed to represent the views of James 
and the mother Church. 2 The contradiction of the author 
of the Acts, with his object of conciliation, has but 
small weight before the statements of Paul and the whole 
voice of tradition. At any rate, almost immediately 
after the so-called Apostolic Council, with its decree 
adopted mainly at the instigation of James, his emissaries 
caused the defection of Peter in Antioch and the rup
ture with Paul. It is generally admitted, in the face of 
the clear affirmation of Paul, that the men in question 
must in all probability have been actually sent by 
.James.3 It is obvious that, to justify the fear of so 
leading an apostle as Peter, not only must they have been 
thus deputed, but must have been influential men, re-

1 Acts xv. 24. 
2 "Of the Judaizers who are denounced in St. Paul's Epistles this 

much is certain, that they exalted the authority of the Apostles of the 
Circumcision; and that, in some instances at least, as members of the 
mother Church, they had direct relations with James, the Lord's brother. 
llut when we attempt to define those relations, we are lost in a maze of 
conjecture." Lightfoot, Ep. to the Gal., p. 353. 

1 .Alfurd, Gk. Test., iii. p. 18; Bleek, Einl., p. 3i4, anm.; Dava'ds01t, 
Int. N. T., ii. p. 220f.; Ilem«n, Der Ap. Paulus, 1830, p. 98; Hilgen
fel<l, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol. 1860, p. 139 f. ; Galaterbr., p. 153; Holsten, 
Zum Ev. Paulus, u. s. w., p. 35i, 362; Jowett, Eps. of St. Paul, i. 
p. 244 f. ; Lechler, Das ap. u. nacbap. Z., p. 382 ; Lightjoot, Galatians, 
p. 111, cf. 353; Meyer, Gal., p. 93 f.; Oi-1rbeck, zu de W. Apg., p. 222 ; 
tie />re>&end, Trois prem. Siecles, i. p. 473; Pfleiderer, Der Paulinismus, 
p. 284 f.; &nan, Les Apotres, p. xxxvii. ; St. Paul, p. 291 ff.; Ret>ilk, 
Essais, p. 16; RitscM, Entst. altk. K., p. 145; Ri.ickert, Br. an die Gal., 
r· 8i f. ; Sclw:eyfci-. Das nachap. Z., i . p. 118 f., 159, ii. p. lOi; Stap, 
Orif!:'nes, r· ii; de Wttte, Br. an die Gal. p. 38; Ztlltr, Apg., p. 232 ff. 
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presenting authoritative and prevalent judaistic opinions. 
'Ve shall not attempt to divine the object of their mission, 
but we may say that it is impossible to separate them 
from the judaistic teachers who urged circumcision upon 
the Galatian Christians and opposed the authority of the 
Apostle Paul. Not pursuing this further at present, how
ever, it is obvious that the effect produced by these 
emissaries is quite incompatible with the narrative that, so 
short a time before, James and the Church of Jerusalem 
had unanimously promulgated conditions, un<ler which the 
Gentile Christians were freely admitted into communion, 
and which fully justified Peter in eating with them. The in
cident at Antioch, as connected with James as well as with 
Peter, excludes the supposition that the account of the 
Council contained in the Acts can be considered historica1. 

The Apostolic letter embodying the decree of the 
Council now demands our attention. It seemed good to 
the Apostles and the elders with the whole Church to 
choose two leading men among the brethren, and to send 
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, and they wrote 
by them (xv. 23) :-"The Apostles and brethren which 
are elders unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in 
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greeting. 24. Forasmuclt 
as we heard that certain which went out from us troubled 
you with words, subverting your souls, to whom we gave 
no commandment, 25. it seemed good unto us, having 
become of one mind, to choose out and send men unto 
you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26. men that 
Lave given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 27. 'Ve have, therefore, sent Judas and Silas, 
who shall also tell you the same things by word of moutl1. 
28. For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to 
lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary 

Digitized by Goog I e 



THE APOSTOLIC LETTER. 2~7 

things: 29. that ye abstain from meats offered to idol::, 
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from 
fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves ye shall 
do well. Fare ye well." 1 It is argued that the sim
plicity of this composition, its brevity an<l the absence of 
hierarchical tendency, prove the authenticity and origin
ality of the epistle. Nothing, however, could be more 
arbitrary than to assert that the author of the Acts, com
posing a letter supposed to be written under the circum
stances, would have written one different from this. '\Ve 
shall, on the contrary, see good reason for affirming that 
he actually <lid compose it, and that it bears the obvious 
impress of his style. Besides, Zeller2 has pointed out that, 
in a document affirmed to be so removed from all calcula
tion or object, verse 26 could hardly have found a place. 
The reference to " our beloved " Barnabas and Paul, as 
"men that have given up their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ," is scarcely consistent with the 
primitive brevity and simplicity which are made the 
basis of such an argument. 

In the absence of better evidence, apologists grasp 
at extremely slight indications of authenticity, and of 
this nature seems to us the mark of genuineness which 
Bleek and others 3 consider that they find in the fact, 

1 23. Ol mr6aToA01 ical ol 1rjMCTfjUTfpo1 &alXcf>ol Toir ICaTa ri}v 'Avnoxoav ical 
'i.vpi- ical Ku.11ti<D aafXcf>ois Tois IE UJvwv xalpnv. 24. lfrna;, ;,icoucra1uv 1;r, 

Tll'fS IE ;,,...;;,,, IE1X6011TfS IT.JpaEav vµas Myois avaCTICfVa(oJITfS TOS tvxas vp.wv, 
ois o;, au<TT1IXap.EIJa, 25. llJoEfv ;,µiv y1voµivo1s dµolJvµaa&v, lu£Eaµiv<vs 
·':vapor rip.ya£ 1rfMS vp.as crVJI Tois ciyamrrois ;,µwv Bapva~ ical IlaVA<:>· 
26. G.1Jp6nro1s 7rapa&at.>ICOCTIV Tas tvxas a~wv wip TOV clvop.aTOS TOV ic11plo11 
;,p.0.11 'I']<Toii Xfl'<TToii. 27. mrf<TTOAicap.fv o~v 'Iovaav ical l1'Aav, ical a~ovs aui 
Acryou afrayy<AAOJITaf Ta a~a. 28. ;a0Ef11 yap T<f frl'fUp.aTI T<f dyl<:> ical ;,~Iv, 
~~·· frAfOI' l1r1TllJ.ulJa1 v~iv {3cipos 1rAq11 TOUTt.>V TWV l7ravayic1s· 29. 07rfXfCTIJa1 
1l&Moei1T,..v ical atp.aTOS ical 1rVllCTWJI ical 1ropv1las, IE &»v alCl'n/POVJITfS fQUTOV~ (~ 
rr~m. lpfH-81. ' Apostelgesch., 246 f. 

3 Bleck, Einl., p. 349; llaumgarle11, Apg., p. 470 f.; Ewald, Oesch. V. 
\'l'L. Ill. 
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that the name of Barnabas is placed before that of 
Paul in this document. It is maintained that, from 
the 13th chapter, the author commences to give the 
precedence to Paul, but that, in reverting to the former 
order, the synodal letter gi,·es evidence both of its 
antiquity and genuineness. If any weight could be 
attached to such an indication, it is unfortunate for this 
argument that the facts are not as stated, for the order 
"Barnabas and Paul" occurs at xiv. 12 and 14, and 
even in the very account of the Council at xv. 12. The 
two names are mentioned together in the Acts sixteen 
times, Barnabas being named first eight times (xi. 30, 

•• C).. ••• 1 '> 7 . 1:) 1 1'>) d p l x11. -<>, xm. , _, , xiv. :.., 4, xv. - , an au as 
frequently (xiii. 43, 46, 50, xv. 2 twice, 22, 25, 35). 
Apologil>ts like Lckebusch 1 and Oertel 2 reject Bleek's 
argument. The greeting xaf.f'Ew, with which the letter 
opens, and which, amongst the Epistles of the New 
Testament, is only found in that bearing the name of 
James (i. 1), is said to be an indication that the letter of 
the Council was written by James himself.S Before such 
an argument could avail, it would be necessary, though 
difficult, to prove the authenticity of the Epistle of James, 
hut we need not enter upon such a question. xalfXw is 
the ordinary Greek form of greeting in all epistles,• and 
the author of Acts, who writes purer Greek than any 

lsr., vi. p. 440, anm.; Gloag, Acts, ii. p. 89 f. ; Lang~, Das ap. Z., ii. 
p. 189; Meyer, Apg., p. 345 f. 

1 Die Apostelgcsch. , p. 316. 
: Paulus ind. Apostelb"68ch., 1868, p. 227. 
, Baumgartm, Apg., i. p. 470 f. ; Bmgd, Gnom. N. T., p. 5;; ; nle.ek, 

F:inl., p. 349 ; Stud. u. Krit., 1836, p. 1037; FP.il__,., Einl., p 487; 
Km1, Ilr. Jacobi, 1838, p. IOG ; Plumptre, AN. T. Commont. et'. }!tlicott, 
I '178, ii. p. 99 ; ~d111jf, Gesch. d. ap. Kirche 2te Auft. , p. 260, anm. 1; 
Nia, Dio Ilcd. d. Ap., ii. p. 41. Ct. Nea11der, Plbnzong, I'· r;3, anm. 1. 

• 'Vet:itein qttotc.~ Artemitlorus (Onoir. iii. 4 l): B10:1 r.J:n1r (i:-10ToAijr 

f"O xaipnv icai 'l1ip:.>CTO Atynr • .Ad Act. Apost. x;. 2 • 
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other writer in our Canon, naturally adopts it. Not only 
does he do so here, however, but he makes use of the 
same xatpEw in the letter of the chief captain Lysias 
(xxiii. 26), 1 which also evidently proceeds from his hand . 
.Moreover, the word is used as a greeting in Luke i. 28, 
and not unfrequently elsewhere in the New Testament, 
as Matth. xxvi. 49, xxvii. 29, xxviii. 9, .Mark xv. 18, John 
xix. 3, 2 John 10, 11. Lekebusch,2 :M:eyer,3 and Oertel' 
reject the argument, and we may add that if xalpEw prove 
anything, it proves that the author of Acts, who uses the 
word in the letter of Lysias, also wrote the synodal letter. 

In what language must we suppose that the Epistle 
was originally written ? Oertel maintains an Aramaic 
original,5 but the greater number of writers consider that 
the original language was Greek. 6 It cannot be denied · 
that the composition, as it stands, contains many of the 
peculiarities of style of the author of Acts; 7 and these are, 
indeed, so marked that even apologists like Lekelmsch 
and Oertel, whilst maintaining the substantial anthenticity 
of the Epistle, admit that at least its actual form must be 
ascribed to the general author. The originality of the 
form being abandoned, it is difficult to perceive any 
ground for asserting the originality and genuineness of 

1 This letter terminates, v. 30, with the wmal lpP,,,uo, according to the 
Cod. Sinaiticus, E, G, and others; A and B omit it. 

' Apostelg., p. 316. 3 Apostelg., p. 345. 
• Paul. ind. Apg., p. 227; comp. ReicM, Oomm. in Ep. Jae. 1833, p. 1. 
' lb., p. 227 f. Cf. Grotiiu, Annot. in N. T. acl Act. Ap., xv. 23, who 

takes xalpn11 to be the rendering of the Hebrew salutation of Peace. 
• Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 169; Bleek, Einl. p. 3-19; Meyer, Apg., p. 3-15; 

Ouhaium, Apg., p. 217 f. Of. Baumgarten, Apg., p. 470 ff. 
7 Dat1id¥Jn, Int. N. T., ii. p. 253 f.; G/riirer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 4H; 

Holtzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw. viii. p. 340 f.; Lekebuscll, Apg., p. 116, 
315; Lipaiiu, in Schenkel's B. L ., i. p. 199; Oertel, Paulus, p. 227 ; 
Ouer~ck, zu do W. Apg., p. 236 f.; Sc11w!gler, Das nachap. Zoit., i. p. 127, 
awn. 1; Zeller, Apg., p. 216 ff, 

8 2 
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the substance. That assertion rests solely upon a v&oaue 
traditional confidence in the Author of Acts, which is 
shown to be without any solid foundation. The fonn of 
this Epistle clearly professes to be as genuine as the 
substance, and if the original language was Greek, there 
is absolutely no reason why the original letter should 
have been altered. The similarity of the construction 
w that of the prologue to the third Gospel, in which 
the personal style of the writer may be supposed to have 
beeu most unreservedly shown, has long been admitted:-

LVKE I. Acre xv. 
1. lJrtiaqrrtp JroUoi l1r1xtlp'}ua11 I 2-1. l1rt13q ~t<OVtTIJl'lll ;,., t'il'fr 

•wrr&Eac:r8m . . . ; frOpa.Eo• • . . 

3. '* """°'' "Ofl'1"o>.ovS,,1<ar& i 25. l3oE*" ;,p.i• "Y«"",U"o" /,~ 
•UtT&V at<p~s. I p.a3011, 

- 1<a8*lqs tTO& ypdtac. ;;,,apas 1rip.+ac. 

A more detailed linguistic examination of the Epistle, 
however, confirms the conclusion already stated. Verse 
23: 8tcl X(tp6~, ii. 23, v. 12, vii. 25, xi. 30, xiv. 3, xix. 11, 
26, and elsewhere the expression is only met with in 
Mark vi. 2 ; the phrase ypa+a.vr(~ 8. X· ailrwv finds a 
parallel in xi. 30, a1TOUT(D..a.JIT(~ 8. X· /Japva/Ja, K. 'T. ).. 

The characteristic expression KaTcl. TT,v 'Avnox(uw, K. 'T. A., 
is repeated, xi. 1, xvi. 7, xxvii. 2, 5, 7. Verse 24: bm&f, 
xiii. 46, xiv. 12, Luke vii. 1, xi. G, cf. i. 1; Paul 5, rest 
only 2 times. Tapauu(w, xvii. 8, 13, Luke i 12, xxiv. 38, 
c)sewhere thirteen times. aVaUKWa,(W is not found else
where, but the preference of our writer for compounds of 
ava, 8'4, and l1T{, is marked, and of these consists a large 
proportion of his a1Ta' A(')'op.&a. 'l'vxrf, Acts 15, Luke 
14 times, and frequently elsewhere; the phrase &.va.uKaxi
'oV'TE~ .,.a~ lfroXa~, K • .,., A., may be compared with xiv. 22, 
i1Ttu17JpC'oV'TE<>Ta~ +tl)(a<>, K. T. X,, cf. xiv. 2. 8w.crrl>J..Eu0a.t. 
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not elsewhere found in Acts, but it occurs Matth. xvi. 20, 
Mark v. 43, vii. 36 twice, viii. 15, ix. !), and Heb. xii. 20. 
Verse 25: 3oKEw, Acts 8, Luke 11, Paul 17 times, else
where frequently. oµ.o8vµ.~36v, i. 14, ii. 1, 46, iv. 24, 
v. 12, xii. 57, viii. 6, xii. 20, xviii. 12, xix. 29; so that 
this word, not in very common use even in general Greek 
literature, occurs 10 times elsewhere in the Acts, but, 
except in Rom. xv. 6, is not employed by any other New 
Testament writer. lK'A.l:yur8a1., i. 2, 24, vi. 5, xiii. 17, 
xv. 7, 22, Luke vi. 13, x. 42, xiv. 7, and elsewhere 11 
times. 'ITEJJ-1TEw, Acts 11, Luke 10 times, elsewhere 
common. ciya117]'To~ is not elsewhere used in Acts, but is 
found in Luke iii. 22, ix. 35, xx. 13, Paul 13 times, and is 
common elsewhere. Verse 26 : 1Tapa8'8ova1., Acts 13, 
Luke 17 times, and common elsewhere. V1TEp 'TOV ovoµ.a'TO~ 
Toil Kvpwv, xxi. 13, v. 41, ix. 16, Rom. i. 5, 3 John 7. 
Verse 27 : a'ITOO'TEAAELJI, Acts 25, Luke 26 times, else
where very frequently. 3'4 AOyOV1 XV. 32. a1Tayy£'A.'A.Ew, 
Acts 14, Luke 11, rest 21 times. 'Ta ain-0., Luke vi. 23, 
96 ' ' ' A . 15 .. 1 44 ... 1 . 2l'. . 1 _ ; 'TO awo, cts 1. , 11. , , m. , 1v. v, xiv. ; 
Luke vi. 33, xvii. 35. Verse 28: µ..,,U.,,, Acts 12, Luke 4, 
Paul 6, elsewhere 13 times; the same expression, p.'IJ8£v 
'lf'Alov • • • is also found in Luke iii. 13. l'ITmOlva1., 
Acts 13, Luke 6, elsewhere 21 times. {30.po~ is not else
where met with in Acts, but occurs Matt. xx. 12, 2 Cor. 
iv. 17, Gal. vi. 2, 1 Thes. ii. 6, Apoc. ii. 24. 'ITA..jv, 
viii. 1, xx. 23, xxvii. 22, Luke 15, elsewhere 13 times. 
brG.vayKE~ is not elsewhere found in the New Testament. 
Verse 29 : a'IT£'xn'll, xv. 20, Luke vi. 24, vii. 6, xv. :?O, 
:xxiv. 13, elsewhere 12 times. El8w'A.o8wov, xxi. 25, 
1 Cor. viii. 1, 4, 7, 10, x. 19, 28, Apoc. ii. 14, 20. 
8w.'TTJf'EW occurs only in Luke ii. 51. 'ITpauuEw, Acts 12, 
J ... uke 6, Paul 15, elsewhere 5 times only. pwwv<r8a1., thi8 
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usual Greek fommla for the ending of a. letter, lp~u-0£, 
is nowhere else used in the New Testament, except at 
the close of the letter of Lysias, xxiii. 30. 

Turning now from the letter to the spirit of this decree, 
we must endeavour to form some idea of its purport and 
bearing. The first point which should be made clear is, 
that the question raised before the Council solely affected 
the Gentile converts, and that the conditions contained in 
the decree were imposed upon that branch of the Church 
alone. No change whatever in the position of Jewish 
Christians was coutemplated ; they were left as before, 
subject to the Mosaic law.1 This is very apparent in the 
reference which is made long after to the decree, Ch. xxi. 
20 ff., 25, when the desire is expressed to Paul by James, 
who proposed the decree, and the elders of Jerusalem, 
that he should prove to the many thousands of believing 
Jews all zealous of the law, that he did not teach the 
Jews who were among the Gentiles apostasy from Moses, 
saying that they onght not to circumcise their children, 
neither to walk after the customs. Paul, who is likewise 
represented, in the Acts, as circumcising with his own hand, 
after the decision of the Council had been adopted, Timothy 
the son of a Greek, whose mother was a Jew~ss, consents 
to give the Jews of J erusa.lem the required proof. We have 
already shown at the commencement of this section, that 

I I>a11idaon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 21 j ; Hiigl"Tlji1d, Zeitachr. wills. Th., 
1858, p. 95; Le(h/er, Das ap. u. nachar. Z., r. 408 ff.; Nttinder, Pflan
zung, p. 16i f.; J..iedner, Oesch. chr. Kirche, p. 103; Ot·erbuk, v.u de W. 
Apg., JI· 22i f., 236 f. ; I'jfeMerer, Der Paulinil>mns, p. 281 f., 284 f. ; de 
Preuenae, Troi~ Jlrem. Siccles, i. p. 472 f.; Rc11t1t1, St. raul, p. 87; Rt"t1u, 

!!ev. de Thcol., 1859, iii. p. 65 ff., 83 f.; Gesch. N. T., p. 56; Riuchl. 
Ent.st. altk. K., JI. 129 ff. ; BcMinnann, Clementinen, p. 373 ff., anm.; 
&liuiegltr, Das nachap. Z., i. JI. 124; Straatman, Paulus, p. 192 f.; Wtbtr 
11. Tlrolfzmmm, GcS<.'h. V. Ii-r., ii. p. 5il ; Wieaeler, Br. an die Gal., p. 14~, 
anm. 1 ; ~lier, Apg., JI· 2as f., 238 f. Cf. Liyl1tfoot, Galatianfl, JI· 125 f., 
294 r.; Oertel, Paulus, p. 2.;o f. 
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nothing was further from the minds of the Jewish Ch ristiaus 
than the supposition that the obligation to observe the 
Mosaic Jaw was weakened by the adoption of Christianity; 
and the representation in the Acts is certainly so far correct, 
that it does not pretend that Jewish Christians either de
sired or sanctioned any relaxation of Mosaic observances on 
the part of believing Jews. This cannot be too distinctly 
remembered in considering the history of primitive Chris
tianity. The initiatory rite was essential to full participa
tion in the Covenant. It was left for Paul to preach the 
abrogation of the law and the abandonment of circum
ClSton. If the speech of Peter seems to suggest the 
abrogation of the law even for Jews, it is only in a way 
which shows that the author had no clear historical fact 
to relate, and merely desired to ascribe, vaguely and inde
finitely, Pauline sentiments to the Apostle of the circum
cision. No remark whatever is made upon these strangely 
liberal expressions of Peter, and neither the proposition 
of James nor the speech in which he makes it takes the 
slightest notice of them. The conduct of Peter at 
Antioch and the influence exercised by James through 
his emissaries restore us to historical ground. 'Vhether 
the author intended to represent that the object of the 
conditions of the decree was to admit the Gentile 
Christians to full communion with the Jewish, or merely 
to the subordinate position of Proselytes of the Gate, is 
uncertain, but it is not necessary to discuss the point. 

There is not the slightest external evidence that such a 
decree ever existed, and the more closely the details are 
examined the more evident does it become that it has no 
historical consistency. How, and upon what principle, 
were these singular conditions selected? Their hetero
geneous character is at once apparent, but not so the 
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reason for a combination which is neither limited to 
Jewish customs nor sufficiently representative of moral 
duties. It has been argued, on the one hand, that the 
prohibitions of the apostolic decree are simply those, 
reduced to a uecessary minimum, which were enforced in 
the case of heathen converts to Judaism who did not join 
themselves fully to the people of the Covenant by submit
ting to circumcision, but were admitted to imperfect 
communion as Proselytes of the Gate.1 The conditions 
named, however, do not fully represent the rules framed 
for such cases, and many critics consider that the conditions 
imposed, although they may have been influenced by the 
Noachian prescriptions, were rather moral duties which it 
was, from special circumstances, thought expedient to 
spccify.2 '\' e shall presently refer to some of these con
ditions, but bearing in mind the views which were domi
nant amongst primitive Christians, and more especially, 
as is obvious, amongst the Christians of Jerusalem where 
this decree is supposed to have been unanimously adopted, 
bearing in mind the teaching which is said to have led to 
the Council, the episode at Antioch, and t11e systematic 
judaistic opposition which retarded the work of Paul and 
subsequently affected his reputation, it may be instructive 

' EbrarJ, zu Olsh. Apg., p. 21.; f.; J,ipai11.1, in Scbonkel's D. J,., i. 
p. 204 f.; J\ird11n-, K. G., p. 103; Ourl,erk, zu de W. Apg., p. 230; 
Plumptre,A N. T.Comment.ed.E!licott, l8i8,ii.p. 9i; Rcwa,RcT".deTMol., 
1859, iii. p. 85 (.; Gosch. N. T., p. 56; Ritacl1l, Ent.st. altk. K., p. 129 tf.; 
Sdiwl'fjl,-r, Das nachap. z., ii. p. 109 f.; Stup, Origines, p. l88ff.; Wi1scltt', 
Dr. an d. Gal., p. 147 ff. Cf. Blet-k, Einl., p. 372; Neamlrr, Pflaozung, I'· 
16i, anm.3,p. lil, anm. l; Jrcl1rr11. llclt:m<1n11, Oesch. Y.Isr., ii. p. [>jO(. 

' l/ilgenfrld, Zcitschr. wiss. Theol., 18.'.iS, p. i5 (.; 1860, p. 128 ff., 
lG4 f.; ll1:fmu1111, Die L('il. Sehr. N. 'f., i. p. 133 f.; Ld;ebiud1, Apg., 
p. 31 l ff. ; Ligldfwt, Wo1ks, iii. p. 220 ff., ,·iii. p. 47i ff.; J. /J. Ligl1(fvd, 
Galatians, p. 29.5 ; ),fryer, Apg., p. 338 ff.; Scldiemu11n, Clementineo, 
p. :l88, anm. :!:I; ,"c/111<1'l.t11b11rg•r, Apg., p. i:J f., amn.; t'ch<><i!9e11, llora> 
Jid•r., p. 4Hl ff. 
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to point out not only the vagueness which exists as to the 
position which it was intended that the Gentiles should 
acquire, as the effect of this decree, but also its singular 
and total inefficiency. An apologetic writer, having of 
course in his mind the fact that there is no trace of the 
operation of the decree, speaks of its conditions as follows: 
"The miscelJaneous character of these prohibitions showed 
that, taken as a whole, they had no binding force indepen
dently of the circumstances which dictated them. They 
were a temporary expedient framed to meet a temporary 
emergency. 'fheir object was the avoidance of offence in 
mixed communities of Jew and Gentile converts. Beyond 
this recognised aim and general understanding implied 
therein, th_e limits of their application were not defined."1 

In fact the immunity granted to the Gentiles was thus 
practically almost unconditional. 

It is obvious, however, that every consideration which 
represents the decree as more completely emancipating 
Gentile Christians from Mosaic obligations, and admitting 
them into free communion with believers amongst the 
Jews, places it in more emphatic contradiction to historical 
facts and the statements of the Apostle Paul The 
unanimous adoption of such a measure in Jerusalem, on 
the one hand, and, on the other, the episode at Antioch, 
the fear of Peter, the silence of Paul, and the attitude of 
James become perfectly inconceivable. If on the con
trary the conditions were seriously imposed and really 
meant anything, a number of difficulties spring up of which 
we shall presently speak. That the prohibitions, in the 
opinion of the author of the Acts, constituted a positive 
and binding obligation can scarcely be doubted by anyone 
who considers the terms in which they are laid down. If 

1 Lighf/oot, Ep. to the Gal. p. 296. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



200 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

they are represented as a concession they are nevertheless 
recognised as a "burden," and they are distinctly stated 
to be the obligations which " it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit'' as well as to the Council to impose. The qualifi
cation, that the restrictive clauses had no binding force 
"independently of the circumstances which dictated 
them," in so far as it has any meaning beyond the un
necessary declaration that the decree was only applicable 
to the class for whom it was framed, seems to be inad
missible. The circumstance which dictated the decree 
was the counter-teaching of Jewish Christians, that it was 
necessary that the Gentile converts should be circum
cised and keep the law of Moses. The restrictive clauses 
are simply represented as those which it was deemed 
right to impose; and, as they are stated without qualifi
cation, it is holding the decision of the "Holy Spirit" and 
of the Church Momewhat cheap to treat them as mere 
local and temporary expedient.a. This is evidently not 
the view of the author of the Acts. Would it have been 
the view of anyone else if it were not that, so far as any 
external trace of the decree is concerned, it is an abso
lute myth? The prevalence of practices to which the 
four prohibitions point is quite sufficiently attested to 
show that, little as there is any ground for considering 
that such a decree was framed in such a manner, the 
restrictive clauses are put forth as necessary and perma~ 
nently binding. The very doubt which exists as to whether 
the prohibitions were not intended to represent the con
ditions imposed on Proselytes of the Gate shows their 
close analogy to them, and it cannot be reasonably asserted 
that the early Christians regarded those conditions either 
as obsolete or indifferent. The decree is clearly intended 
to set forth the terms upon which Gentile Christians were 
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to be admitted into communion, and undoubtedly is to be 
taken as applicable not merely to a few districts, but to 
the Gentiles in general. 

The account which .Paul gives of his visit not only 
ignores any such decree, but excludes it. Jn the first 
place, taking into aceount the Apostle's character and the 
spirit of his Epistle, it is impossible to suppose that Paul 
had any intention of submitting, as to higher authority, 
the Gospel which he preached, for the judgment of t11e 
~Ider Apostles and of the Church of J erusalem. 1 Nothing 
short of this is involved in the account in the Acts, and 
in the form of the decree which promulgates, in an 
authoritative manner, restrictive clauses which "seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit " and to the Council. The 
temper of the man is well shown in Paul's indignant 
letter to the Galatians. He receives his Gospel, not 
from men, but by direct revelation from Jesus Christ 
and, so far is he from submission of the kind implied, that 
he says: " But even though we, or an angel from heaven, 
~hould preach unto you any Gospel other than that which 
we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have 
t:iaid before, so say I now again : If any man preach any 
Gospel to you other than that ye received, Jet him be 
accursed." 2 That the Apostle here refers to his own 
peculiar teaching, and does so in contradistinction to the 
Gospel preached by the J udaizcrs, is evident from the 
preceding words 1 " I marvel that ye are so soon removing 
from him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a 
different Gospel ; which is not another, only there ace 

1 Dari<Uon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 217 f. : EU'ald, Sendschr. des Ap. Paulnto, 
1837, p. 71; J/ilgen/eld, Zeitschr. wiss. Th. 1858, p. 77 ff.; Li[>#it~, in 
Schenkel's B. L., i. p. 196, 199 £ ; Rtm1, Rev. do Th6ol., 1858, ii. 
p. 334; Thcol. Chr., i. p. 311 f. ; Stap, Originos, p. 183 ff. ; Stroalman, 
Paulus, p. 189 f., 196. ' Gal. i. S, !1. 
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some that trouble you, and desire to pervert the Gospel 
of Christ." 1 Passing from this, however, to the restric
tive clauses in general, how is it possible that Paul could 
state, as the result of his visit, that the "pillar" Apostles 
" communicated nothing " after hearing his Gospel, if the 
four conditions of this decree had thus been authorita
tively "communicated"? On the contrary, Paul dis
tinctly a<lds that, in acknowledging his mission, but one 
con<lition ha<l been attached : " Only that we should 
remember the poor; which very thing I also was forward 
to do." 9 As one condition is here mentioned, why not 
the others, had any been actually imposed? It is argued 
that the remembrance of the poor of Jerusalem which is 
thus inculcated was a recommendation personally made 
to Paul and Barnabas, but it is clear that the Apostle's 
wor<ls refer to the result of his communication of his 
Gospel, and to the understanding under which his 
mission to the Gentiles was tolerated. 

'Ve have already pointed out how extraordinary it is 
that such a decision of the Council should not have been 
referred to in describing his visit, and the more we go 
into details the more striking and inexplicable, except in 
one way, is such silence. In relating the struggle regard
ing the circumcision of Titus, for instance, and stating 
that he did not yield, no, not for an hour, to the demands 
made on the subject, is it conceivable that, if the exemp
tion of all Gentile Christians from the initiatory rite had 

1 Gal. i. 6, 7. 
' lJuur, Paulus, i. p. 151 ff.; K. 0., i. p. 51; Da'Cibon, Int. N. T., 

ii. p. 217; Jlilgm/eld, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1858, p. 81 f., 1860, p. 131 f.; 
Krer1kP.l, Paulus, p. 66; LiJl'itu, in Schenkel's B. Lex., i. p. 199 f.; 
Pfleiderer, Pauliuismus, p. 503; Schrader, Der Ap. P., ii. p. 305; , .. 
l'· 2;1 f., .HG; Stttp, Origince, p. 191 f.; Straatmnn, Paulus, p. 192 f.; 
Jrr/1t·r 11. ll:iltzmnnn, Gr.11cb. V. Isr., ii. p . .570 ff. ; Z..lltr, Apg., p. 233 ff. 
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been unanimously conceded, Paul would not have added to 
his statement about Titus, that not only he himself had not 
heen compelled to give way in this instance, but that his 
representations had even convinced those who had been 
Apostles before him, and secured the unanimous adoption 
of his own views on the point? The whole of this Epistle 
is a vehement and intensely earnest denunciation of those 
J u<laizers who were pressing the necessity of the initia
tory rite upon the Galatian converts.1 Is it possible that 
the Apostle could have left totally unmentioned the fact 
that the Apostl~s and the very Church of Jerusalem had 
actually declared circumcision to be unnecessary? It 
would not have accorded with Paul's character, it is said, 
to have appealed to the authority of the elder Apostles or 
of the Church in a matter in which his own apostolic 
authority and teaching were in question. In that case, 
how can it he supposed that he ever went at all up to 
Jerusalem to the Apostles and elders about this question? 
If he was not too proud to lay aside his apostolic dignity 
and, representing the Christians of Antioch, to submit 
the case to the Council at Jerusalem, and subsequently 
to deliver its decree to various communities, is it consis
tent with reason or common sense to assert that he was 
too proud to recall the decision of that Council to the 
Christians of Galatia? It must, we think, be obvious 
that, if such an explanation of Paul's total silence as to 
the decree be at all valid, it is absolutely fatal to the 
account of Paul's visit in the Acts. This reasoning is not 
confined to the Epistle to the Galatians but, as Paley 

1 " Turning from Antioch to Galatia, we meet with Judaic teachers 
who urged circumcision on the Gentile converts, and, as the best moans 
of weakening the autho1ity of St. Paul, asserted for the Apostles of the 
Circumcision the exclusi\"'e right of dictating to the Church." Lightfoot, 
Ep. to the Gal. p. 353. 
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points out, applies to the other Epistles of Paul, in ali 
of which the same silence is preserved. 

Moreover, the apologetic explanation altogether fails 
upon other grounds. Without appealiug to the decree as an 
authority, we must feel sure that the Apostle would at least 
have made use of it as a logical refut.ation of his adversaries. 
The man who did not hesitate to attack Peter openly for 
inconsistency, and charge him with hypocrisy, would not 
have hesitated to cite the decree as evidence, and still less 
to fling it in the faces of those J udaizers who, so short a 
time after that decree is supposed to have been promul
gated, preached the necessity of circumcision and Mosaic 
observances in direct opposition to its terms, whilst 
claiming to represent the views of the very Apostles 
and Church which had framed it. Paul, who never denies 
the validity of their claim, would most certainly have 
taunted them with gross inconsistency and retorted that 
the Church of Jerusalem, the Apostles, and the J udaizers 
who now troubled him and preached circumcision and the 
Mosaic law had, four or five years previously, declared a11 

the deliberate decision of the Holy Spirit and the Council, 
that they were no longer binding on the Gentile converts. 
By such a reference " the discussion would have been 
foreclosed." None of the reasons which are suggested to 
explain the undeniable fact that there is no mention of the 
decree can really bear examination, and that fact remains 
supported by a great many powerful considerations, leading 
to the very simple explanation which reconciles all diffi
culties, that the narrative of the Acts is not authentic. 

We arrive at the very same results when we examine 
the Apostle's references to the practices which the condi
tions of the decree were intended to control. Instead of 
recognising the authority of the decree, or enforcing its 
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prescriptions, he does not even allow us to infer its exis
tence, and he teaches disregard at least of some of its 
restrictions. 'fhe decree enjoins the Gentile Christians 
to abstain from meats offered to idols. Paul tells the 
Corinthians to eat whatever meat is sold in the shambles 
without asking questions for conscience sake, for an idol 
is nothing in the world, " neither if we cat are w'e the 
better, nor if we eat uot are we the worse." 1 It is not 
conceivable that the Apostle could so completely have 
ignored the prohibition of the decree if he had actually 
submitted the question to the Apostles, and himself so 
distinctly acquiesced in their decision as to distribute the 
document amongst the various communit.ies whom he 
subsequently visited. To argue that the decree was only 
intended to have force in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia, 
to which, as the locality in which the difficulty had arisen 
which had originally led to the Council, the <lecree was, 
in the first instance, addressed, is highly arbitrary; but, 
when proceeding further, apologists2 draw a distinction 
Let.ween those churches " which had already been founded, 
and which had felt the pressure of Jewish prejudice 
(Acts xvi. 4)," and " brotherhoods afterwards formed and 
lying beyond the reach of such influences," as a reason 
why no notice of the decree is taken in the case of the 
Corinthians and Romans, the special pleading ignores very 
palpable facts. " Jewish prejudices " are represented in 
the Acts of the Apostles themselves as being more than 
usually strong in Corinth. There was a Jewish syna
gogue there, augmented probably by the J cws expelled 
from Rome under Claudius,3 and their violence against 

1 1 Cor. viii. 4 ff., x. ~5 ff. 
' Liyhlfoot, St. Paul's E11. to the Oo.1., p. 1!!6 f. 
1 Acts xviii. 2. 
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Paul finally ohlige<l him to lea\·e the place.1 Lh·ing in the 
midst of an idolatrous city, and much exposed to the 
temptations of sacrificial feasts, we might naturally expect 
excessirn rigour against participation, on the one hand, 
and perhaps too gre.'lt in<lifference, on the other ; and this 
we actually find to have been the case. It is in con
sequence of questions respecting meats offered to i1lols 
that Paul writes to the Corinthians, and wl1ilst treating 
the matter in itself as one of perfect indifference, merely 
inculcates consideration for weak consciences.2 It is clear 
that there was a decided feeling against the practice ; it 
is clear that stroug Jewish prejudices existed in the 
Jewish colony at Corinth, and wherewr there were Jews 
the eating of meats offered to idols was an abomination. 
The sin of Israel at Baalpeor s lived in the memory of 
the people, and abstinence from such pollution 4 was 
consi<lerc<l a duty. If the existence of such "Jewish 
prejudices " was a reason for publishing the decree, we 
have, in fact, more definite evidence of them in Corinth 
than we haYe in Antioch, for, apart from this specific 
mention of the subject of eating sacrificial meats, the two 
apostolic letters abUlldantly show the existence and 
activity of J udaistic parties there, which opposed the work 
of Paul, and desired to force Mosaic observances upon his 
converts. It is impossible to admit that, supposing such 
a decree to have been promulgated as the mind of the 
Holy Spirit, there could be any reason why it should 
have been unknown at Corinth so short a time after it 
was adopted. 'Vhen, tl1ereforc, we find the Apostle not 
only ignoring it, but actually declaring that to be a matter 
of indifference, abstinence from which it had just. seemed 

1 xviii. 6, 12 ff. t 1 Cor. viii. 1-13, x. 23 if . 
• Numb. XXT. 2 (. ; Pe. cvi. 28. 4 Dan. i. 8 r. 
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good to the Holy Spirit to enjoin·, the only reasonable 
conclusion is that Paul himself was totally ignorant of the 
existence of any decree containing such a prohibition. 
There is much difference of opinion as to the nature of 
the 1rop11EW. referred to in the decree, and we need not 
discuss it; but in all the Apostle's homilies upon the 
subject there is the same total absence of all allusion to 
the decision of the Council. 

Nowhere can any practical result from the operation 
of the decree be pointed out, nor any trace even of 
its existence.1 'fhe assertions and conjectures, by which 
those who maintain the authenticity of the narrative 
in the Acts seek to explain the extraordinary absence 
of all external evidence of the decree, labour under 
the disadvantage of all attempts to account for the 
total failure of effects from a supposed cause, the exist
ence of which is in reality only assumed. It is cus
tomary to reply to the objection that there is no mention 
of the decree in the Epistles of Paul or in any other 
contemporary writing, that this is a mere argument 
a si1ent£o. Is it not, however, difficult to imagine any 
other argument, from contemporary sources, regarding 
what is affirmed to have had no existence, than that 
from silence ? Do apologists absolutely demand that, 
with prophetic anticipation of future controversies, the 
Apostle Paul should obligingly have left ou record that 
there actually was no Council such as a writer would 
subsequently describe, and that the decree which he 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 150 ff.; Bl«k, Einl., p. 3i2 f.; DafJidlon, Int. 
N. T., ii. p. 216 ff., 222; Hilgeiifeld, Zeitschr. wi88. Theol., 1858, p. 82 ff.; 
KHJ1kel, Paulus, p. 69 ff.; Li[>fius, in Schenkel's B. L., i. p. 199 f.; 
NicvlAu, Etudea N. T., p. l!M f.; Oflerbedc, zu de W. Apg., p. 239 f.; 
&nan, Lea ApOtres, p. xx.xvii. f.; &lwlte11, Het paul. Ev., p. 450 f.; 
Btap, Oliginea, p. 192 ff. ; Zeller, Apg., p. 234 ff. Cf. Li'glitfoot, Gala
tians, p. 296 f. 

''OL Ill. T 
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would put forward as the reimlt of that Council must 
not he accepted as genuine? It is natural to expect 
tl1at, when writing of the very visit in question, and 
dealing with subjects and discussions in which, whether 
in the shape of historical allusion, appeal to authority, 
taunt for inconsistency, or assertion of his own influence, 
Rome alJusion to the decree would have been highly 
appropriate, if not necessary, the Apostle Paul should at 
least have given some hint of its existence. His not 
doing so constitutes strong presumptive evidence against 
the authenticity of t.he decree, and all the more so as no 
more positive evidence than silence could possibly be 
forthcoming of the non-existence of that which never 
existed. 'fhe supposed decree of the Council of Jeru
salem cannot on any ground be accepwd as a historical 
fact. 1 

Vl e may now return to Sllch fartl1er consideration flf the 
statements of the Epistle as may seem necessary fur the 
object ofour inquiry. No mention is made by the Apostle 
of any official mission on the subject of circumcision, and 
the discussion of that question a?ises in a merely incidental 
manner from the presence of Titos, an uncircumcised 
Gentile Christian. There has been much discussion as to 
whether Titus actually was circumcised or nott and there 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 150 ff.; Theel. Jabrb., 1849, p. 474 ff.; Dam-, 
Int. N. T., ii. p. 217 ff., 252 f.; Hilge11feld, Zeib!cbr. wise. TheoJ., 1~, 
p. 81 ff., 600; 1860, p. 128 ff.; Oalaterbr., p. ~8 f., Ul f.; Der Kanou, 
p. 205 ff.; Krenkel, Paulus, p. iO ff.; Lip•iue, in Schenkel'e B. L., i. 
p. 199 ft'., 204 f.; OwrlH:ck, zu de W. Apg., p. 216ff., 221, 229f., 2361f.; 
Pfleiderer, Der Paulinismue, p. 603; Rman, Lee Apatree, p. xxxvi.1f.; 
St. Paul, p. 92, note 2; &hulten, Het paul. Ev., p. 450 ft'. ; Schrader, 
Der Ap. Paulus, ii. p. 306; v. p. MS f.; Scliiirer, Theol. Stud. u. Krit., 
l8i6, p. i75; &l1wt9ler, Dae nachap. Z., i. p. 117 ff.; ii. p. Si ff.; Stap, 
Origiuee, p. 191 ff.; Straat111411, Paulus, p. 192 ff.; ZcUe'I, .Apg., p. 2341f. 
Cf. Holtzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 340 f. 
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can be little doubt that the omission of the negative ors ov3l 
from Gal. ii. 5, has been in some cases influenced by the 
desire to bring the Apostle's conduct upon this occasion 
into harmony with the account, in Acts xvi. 3, of hi1 
circumcising Timothy.1 We· shall not require to enter 
into any controversy on the point, for the great majority 
of critics are ~CJ'feed that the Apostle intended to say that 
Titus was not circumcised, although the contrary is 
affirmed by a few writers.2 It is obvious from the whole 
of the Apostle's narrative that great pressure was exerted 
to induce Titus to submit, and that Paul, if he did not 
yield even for an hour the required subjection, had a long 
and severe struggle to maintain his p~it.ion. Even when 
relating the circumstances in his letter to the Galatians, 
the recollection of his contest profoundly stirs the Apostle's 
indignation ; his utterance becomes vehement, but cannot 
keep pace with his impetuous thoughts, and the result is 
a narrative in broken and abrupt sentences whose very 
incompleteness is eloquent, and betrays the irritation 
which has not even yet entirely subsided. How does this 
accord with the whole tone of the account in the Acts? 
It is customary with apologists to insert so much between 
the lines of that narrative, paf!-ly from imagination and 
partly from the statements of the Epistle, that they almost 
convince themselves and others that such additioµs are 
actually suggested by the author of the Acts himself. If 
we take the account of the Acts, however, without such 
transmutations, it is certain that not only is there not the 
slightest indication of any struggle regarding the circum-

1 .A.lfurd, Gk. Test., iii. p. 14 ; Ntander, Pflanzung, p. 16ii, anID. 1 ; 
Thimr.h, Die K. im ap. Z., p. 137; T.:1teri, Br. an die Gal. p. 46. 

t Reicht, Comm. crit. in N. T., 1859, ii. p. 14 ff.; Renan, Lee Ap6tree, 
p. xx.xv. f.; St. Paul, p. Si ff.; Ri.kkert, Br. and. Gal. p. i3 f. 
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c1s1on of Titus, " in which St. Paul maintained at one 
time almost single-handed the cause of Gentile freedom,"1 

but no suggestion that there had ever been any hesi
tation on the part of the leading Apostles and the mass 
of the Church regarding t.he point at issue. The im
pression given by the author of the Acts is undeniably 
one of unbroken and undisturbed harmony: of a council 
in which the elder Apostles were of one mind with 
Paul, and warmly agreed with him that the Gentiles 
should be delivered from the yoke of the Mosaic law and 
from the necessity of undergoing the initiatory rite. 
"'hat is there in such an account to justify in any degree 
the irritation displayed by Paul at the mere recollection 
of this visit, or to merit the ironical terms with which he 
speaks of the "pillar" Apostles? 

\Ye may, however, now consider the part which 
the Apostles must have taken in the dispute regarding 
the circumcision of Titus. Is it possible to suppose 
that, if the circumcision of Paul's follower had only 
been demanded by certain of the sect of the Pharisees 
who believed, unsupported by the rest, there could ever 
have been any considerable struggle on the point? Is 
it possible, further, to suppose that, if Paul had received 
the cordial support of James and the leading Apostles 
in his refusal to concede the circumcision of Titus, 
such a contest could have been more than momentary 
and trifling? Is it possible that the Apostle Paul could 
have tipokcn of "certain of the sect of the Pharisees 
who believed" in such terms as: " to whom we yielded by 
the submission (Ei,aµ.& rU vTToTayjj) no not for an hour?"' 
or that he could have used this expression if those who 
pressed the demand upon him had not been in a position 

1 Liyhf/oot, OalatiaUB, p. 106. I Gal. ii. 5 • . 
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of authority, which naturally suggested a subjection which 
Paul upon this occasion persistently refused? It is not 
possible. Of course many writers who seek to reconcile 
the two narratives, and some of whom substitute for the 
plain statements of the Acts and of the Apostle, an 
account which is not consistent with either, suppose 
that the demand for the circumcision of Titus proceeded 
solely from the "false brethren," 1 although some of them 
11uppose that at least these false brethren may have thought 
they had reason to hope for the support of the elder 
Apostles.2 It is almost too clear for dispute, however, 
that the desire that Titus should be circumcised was 
shared or pressed by the elder Apostles. 3 According 
to the showing of the Acts, nothing could be more 
natural than the fact that James and the elders of J eru
salem who, so Jong after (xxi. 20 ff.), advised Paul to 
prove his continued observance of the law and that 
be did not teach the Jews to abandon circumcision, 
should on this occasion have pressed him to circumcise 
Titus. The conduct of Peter at Antioch, and the con
stant opposition which Paul met with from emissaries 

1 Blttk, Einl., p. 372; Ewald, Sendschr. Ap. Paulus, 1857, p. 71; 
Lechler, Das ap. u. nachap. Z., p. 403 ff.; .!tfeyer, Gal., p. 56, 69 ff.; 
Ntan<kr, Pflanzung, p. 164, anm. 2; de Pru81!1uie, Troia prem. Sieclos, i. 
p. 460 f. ; Reu&, Theol. Chr., i. p. 315f.; Rev. de Theol. 1859, iii. p. 68 f.; 
RU.chi, Enst. altk. K., p. 128, anm. 1 ; Wieseler, Chron. ap. Z., p. 192 f.; 
Dr. an d. Gal., p. 106 ff. Cf. Ellirott, Galatians, p. 25 f.; Alford, Gk. 
Teet., iii. p. 13. 

2 Wit4eler (Chron. ap. Zeit., p. 194) conjectures the meaning of Paul to 
be that, but for the false brethren, he would actually have circumcised 
Titus, and thus ha"t"e been consist.ent with the principles which he main
tained by the circumcision of Timothy, xvi. 3. 

1 Baur, K. G., i. p. 49 f.; Paulus, i. p. 137 ff.; Bilgtnftld, Galaterbr., 
p. 56 f.; Zeitt!chr. wiss. Th., 1858, p. 78 ff., 317 ff. ; Einl., p. 228 f., 420 f. ; 
/lol~tm, Zum Ev. Paulus, u. s. w., p. 272 ff.; Lighlfoot., Galatians, p. 105 f. ; 
Lip;iu~, in Schenkel'& B. L., i. p. 196 f., 202; Pflei~er, Der Paulinismnt1, 
p. 2i9 f.; Stap, Origines, p. 72 f. Cf. Jowett, Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 241, 331. 
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of James antl of the Apostles of the Circumcision upon 
the very point of Gentile circumcision, all support the 
inevitable conclusion, that the pressure upon Paul in the 
matter of Titus was not only not resisted by the Apostles, 
but proceeded in no small degree from them. 

This is further shown by the remainder of Paul's 
account of his visit and by the tone of his remarks 
regarding the principal Apostles, as well as by the his
torical data which we possess of his subsequent career. 
We need not repeat that the representation in the Acts 
both of the Council antl of the whole intercourse be
tween Paul and the Apostles is one of "unbroken 
unity." 1 The struggle about Titus and the quarrel with 
Peter at Antioch are altogether omitted, and the Apos
tolic letter speaks merely of " our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men that have given up their lives for the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ~" 2 The language of Paul is not 
so pacific and complimentary. Immediately after his 
statement that he had " yielded by the submission, no, 
not for an hour," Paul continues: "But from those who 
seem to be something ( a7To 8( Tw11 80KovVT<.r111 Ef114' Tc.)

whatsoever they were it maketh no matter to me : God 
accepteth not man's person ;-for to me those who 
seem {oi 8oKovVTE~) (to be something) communicated 
nothing, but, on the contrary, &c. &c., and when they 
knew the grace that was given to me, James and Cephas 
and J oho, who seem to be pillars (ol 8oicomE~ <TTVloc. 

EWw), gave to me and Barnabas right hands of fellowship 
that we (should go) unto the Gentiles," &c. &c. s The 
tone and language of this passage are certainly depre-

1 Jowett, The Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 330. 
' Act.a xv. 25 f. 
• Gal. ii. 6, 9. 
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ciatory of the elder Apostles, 1 and, indeed, it is difficult 
to understand how any one could fail to perceive and 
admit the fact. It is argued by some who recognise the 
irony of the term oi 8oKoMES applied to the Apostles, 
that the disparagement which is so transparent in the 
form oi 8oKoMES EWa.l '"'' "those who seem to be 
something," is softened again in the new turn which is 
given to it in ver. 9, ol 8oKoW1"Es <rrVA.o, Efva.,, "those 
who seem to be pillars," in which, it is said, "the 
Apostle expresses the real greatness and high authority 
of the twelve in their separate field of labour." 2 It 
seems to us that this interpretation cannot be sustained. 
Paul is ringing the changes on oi 8o1eoMEs, and con
trasting with the position they assumed and the estima
tion in which they were held, his own experience of them, 
and their inability to add anything to him. "Those who 
seem to be something," he commences, but immediately 
interrupts himself, after having thus indicated the persons 
whom he meant, with the more direct protest of irritated 
independence :-'' whatsoever they were it maketh no 
matter to me : God accepteth not man's person." These 
8oKoMES communicated nothing to him, but, on the con
trary, when they knew the grace given to him, " those 
who seem to be pillars ,, gave him hands of followship, 
but nothing more, and they went their different ways, he 
to the Gentiles and they to the circumcision. If the ex-

t Bkwn, Theol. Tijtlschrift, 1870, p. 466; Dat1idson, Int. N. T., ii. p. 218, 
220; Haturath, in Schenkel's B. L., i. p. 192; Der Ap. Paulus, p. 257; 
H. Long, Rel. Charaktere, i. 1862, p. 69 f. ; Liplim, iu Schenkel's B. L., 
i. p. 197; O«r6'ck, zu de W. Apg_. , p. 217; llennn, Les Ap0tres, p. 
xxxvi; Reuu, Rev. de Theol., 1859, iii. p. 90 f.; Schwtgll"r, Das nachap. 
Z., i. p. 120 f., 167 f. ; ii. p. 109; Stap, Originea, p. 94 ; Strauu, Das 
Leben Jesu, p. 76. Cf. Jowett, The Eps. of St PtLul, i. p. 330 f.; Li~ht
foot, Galatians, p. 107, 33.5. 

' Jowrit, Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. :131. 
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pression: oi 8oK. rnXoc. £Wac. be true, as well as ironically 
used, it cannot be construed into a declaration of respect., 
but forms part of a passage whose tone throughout is 
proudly depreciatory. This is followed by such words as 
"hypocrisy" (1nr6Kpc.uc.s) and "condemned" (Ka-reyvwu
µ.lvos) applied to the conduct of Peter at Antioch, as 
well as the mention of the emissaries of James as the 
cause of that dispute, which add meaning to the irony. 
This is not, however, the only occasion on which Paul 
betrays a certain bitterness against the elder Apostles. 
In his second letter to the Corinthians, xi. 5, he says, 
" For I reckon that I am not a whit behind the over much 
Apostles" (-rwv 1nr£pXtav a1To<TT6Xwv), and again, xii. 11, 
'' For in nothing was I behind the over much Apostles" 
( TW'll 1nr£pXf.a.v a1TO<TT6Xwv) j and the whole of the vehe
ment passage in which these references are set shows the 
intensity of the feeling which called them forth. To say 
that the expressions in the Galatian Epistle and here are 
"<lepreciatory, not indeed of the twelve themselves, but 
of the extravagant and exclusive claims set up for them 
by the J udaizers," 1 is an extremely arbitrary distinc
tion. They are directly applied to the Apostles, and oi 
8oKovVT£S £Wat n caunot be taken as irony against those 
who over-estimated them, but against the 8oKOvVT£S them
selves. Paul's blows generally go straight to their mark . 

.Meyer argues that the designation of the Apostles 
as oi 8oKOVVT£s is purely historical, and cannot be 
taken as ironical, inasmuch as it would be inconsistent 
to suppose that Paul could adopt a depreciatory 
tone when he is relating his recognition as a col
league by tl1e elder Apostles; 2 and others consider that 

1 Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 107. 
' Kr. Ex. H'bnch tib. d. Br. an die Gal., 63 f. 
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ver. 8, 9, 10 contain evidence of mutual respect and 
recognition between Paul and the twelve. Even if this 
were so, it could not do away with the actual irony of the 
expressions ; but do the facts support such a statement ? 
We have seen that, in spite of the picture of unbroken 
unity drawn by the author of the Acts, and the liberal 
sentiments regarding the Gentiles which he puts into 
the mouth of Peter and of James, Paul had a severe and 
protracted struggle to undergo in order to avoid circum
cising Titus. \Ve have already stated the grounds upon 
which it seems certain that the pressure upon that occa-

. sion came as well from the elder Apost]es as the 
"false brethren," and critics who do not go so far as 
to make this positive affirmation, at least recognise the 
passive, and therefore to a large extent compliant, atti
tude which the Apostles must have held. It is after nar
rating some of the particulars of this struggle that Paul 
uses the terms of depreciation which we have been dis
cussing; and having added, "for to me those who seem 
(to be something) communicated nothing," he says, 
"but, on the contrary, when they saw that I have been 
entrusted with the Gospel of the uncircumcision, even 
as Peter with that of the circumcision (for he that 
wrought for Peter unto the Apostleship of the circum
cision, wrought also for me unto the Gentiles) ; and 
when they knew the grace that was given unto me, 
James and Cephas and John, who seem to be pillars, 
gave to me and Barnabas right hands of fellowship, that 
we (should go) unto the Gentiles, and they unto the 
circumcision : only that we should remember the poor ; 
which very thing I also was forward to do." It will be 
observed that, after saying they "communicated nothing" 
to him, the Apostle adds, in opposition, "but, on the 
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" (..!\ \ ' , ' ) I h d h. . contrary W\l\a Towavri.ov. n w at oes t 18 opposi-
tion consist? Apparently in this, that, instead of 
strengthening the hands of Paul, they left him to labour 
alone. They said : " Take your own course ; preach 
the Gospel of the uncircumcision to Gentiles, and we 
will preach the Gospel of the circumcision to Jews." 1 

In fact, when Paul returned to Jerusalem for the 
second time after fourteen years, he found the elder 
Apostles not one whit advanced towards his own uni
versalism ; they retained their former Jewish prejudices, 
and remained as before Apostles of the circumcision. 2 

Notwithstanding the strong Pauline sentimenis put into 
Peter's mouth by the author of the Acts, and his claim 
to have been so long before selected by God that by his 
mouth the Gent.ilea should hear the word of the Gospel 
and believe, Paul singles out Peter as specially entrusted 
with the Gospel of the circumcision ; and, in the end, 
after Paul has exerted all his influence, Peter and the rest 
remain unmoved, and allow Paul to go to the Gentiles, 
while they confine their ministry as before to the Jews. 
The success of Paul's work amongst the heathen was too 
palpable a fact to be ignored, but there is no reason to 
believe that the conversion of the Gentiles, upon his 
terms, was more than tolerated at that time, or the 
Gentile Christians admitted to more than such imperfect 
communion with the Jewish Christians as that of Prose
lytes of the Gate in relation to Judaism. This is shown 
by the conduct of Peter at Antioch after the supposed 
Council, and of the Jews with him, and even of Barnabas, 

t Jowett, The Eps. of St. Paul, i. 240 f. 
t Baur, K. G., i. p. 51 f. ; Theol. Jahrb., 1849, p. •68 ff. ; Paulus, i. 

p. 142 ff. ; Blom, Theol. Tijdschr., 1870, p. 471 f.; Hilge11/tld, Einl., 
p. 230 f.; Lipaiiu, in Schenkel'a B. L., i. p. 198 f., 202 f. ; Pfteidtrer, 
Paulinismus, p. 281 f., 284 f. 
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through fear of the emissaries of James, whose arrival 
certainly could not have produced a separation between 
Jewish and Gentile Christians had the latter been recog
nised as in full communion. 

The " hands of fellowship" clearly was a mere pas
sive permission of Paul's mission to the Gentiles, but 
no positive and heacty approval of it testified by active 
support. t It must, we think, be evident to any one 
who attentively considers the passage we are examining, 
that there is no quest.ion whatever in it of a recogni
tion of the Apostolate of Paul.2 The elder Apostles 
consent to his mission to the Gentiles, whilst they 
themselves go to the circumcision; but there is not 
a syllable which indicates that Paul's claim to the title 
of Apostle was ever either acknowledged or discussed. 
It is not probable that Paul woukl have submitted such 
a point to their consideration. It is difficult to see how 
the elder Apostles could well have done less than they did, 
and the extent of their fellowship seems to have simply 
amounted to toleration of what they could not prevent. 
The pressure for the circumcision of the Gentile converts 
was an attempt to coerce, and to suppress the peculiar 
principle of the Gospel of uncircumcision ; and though 
that effort failed through the determined resistance of Paul, 

1 Baur, K. G., i. p . .51 f.; Theol. Jahrb., 1849, p. 468 ff.; Paulus, i . 
p. H2 ff.; Blqm, Theol. Tijdschr., 1870, p. 471 f.; Davifl10n, Int. N. T., 
ii. p. !20 ff. ; Haae, K. G. 9te Aufl., p. 33 f.; Hawrath, in Schenkel's 
B. L., i. p. 191 f. ; Hilgenfeld, Zeitschr. wiss. Theo!. 18.')8, p. 86 f. ; 1860, 
p. 119 if.; Einl., p. 230 f. ; Juwrlt, Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 236, 2-10 ff. ; 
Lipniu, in Schenkel'e B. L., i. p. 198, 202 f. ; Pfleiderer, Paulini81Dus, 
p. 281 f., 284 f.; &hwegkr, Dae nachap. z,, i. p. 121 f.; Stap, Originee, 
p. 73 f.; Straaffrian, Paulus, p. 192 f.; Tjeenk Willink, Just. Mart., 
p. 32 f. ; Weber u. Holtzmann, Oesch. V. Isr., ii. p. 569 f. Cf • .dlfurd, 
Gk. Test., iii. p. 15. 

2 Holltni, Zum Ev. dee Paulus, u. s. w., p. 273, anm. *; Li1N1iw, in 
Schenkel'e B. L., i. p. 203. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



SUPERNATURAL RELIGIO:s'. 

it is clear, from the final resolve to limit their preaching 
to the circumcision, that the elder Apostles in no way 
abandoned their view of the necessity of the initiatory 
rite. The episode at Antioch is a practical illustration 
of this statement. Hilgenfeld ably remarks :-" When 
we consider that Peter was afraid of the circumcised 
Christians, the.re can be no doubt that James, at the head 
of the primitz"ve community, made the attempt_ t-0 force 
heathen Christians t-0 adapt the substance of Jezcish legi,·
tt"macy, by breahng off ecclesiastical commum~g with 
them." 1 The Gentile Christians were virtually ex
communicated on the arrival of the emissaries of James, 
or at least treated as mere Proselytes of the Gate ; and 
the pressure upon the Galatian converts of the necessity 
of circumcision by similar Judaizing emissaries, which 
called forth the vehement and invaluable Epistle before 
us, is quite in accordance with the circumstances of this 
visit. The separation agreed upon between Paul and 
the elder Apostles was not in any sense geographical, 
but purely ethnological.' It was no mere division of 
labour,1 no suitable apportionment of work. The elder 
Apostles determined, like their Master be.fore them, to 
confine their ministry to Jews, whilst Paul, if he pleased, 
might go to the Gentiles ; and the mere fact that Peter 
subsequently goes to Antioch, as well as many other 

I Zeitschr. wise. Th. 1858, p. 90. 
2 Baur, K. G., i. p. 51 f. ; Theol. Jahrb., 1849, p. 468 ff. ; Paulus, i. 

p. 142 ff.; Blom, Theol. Tijdschr., 18i0, p. 4il f.; Dam<Ucm, Int. N. T., 
ii. p. 220 ff. ; Hauwath, in Schenkel'& B. L., i. p. 191 f. ; Hilgmfrld, 
Zeitschr. wise. Th., 1858, p. 86 f.; 1860, p. 119 ft'.; Einl., p. 230 f.; 
Jowdt, Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 240 ff.; Lipeim, in Schenkel's B. L., i. 
p. 198 f., 202 f.; Overb«k, zu de W. Apg., p. 220 f. ; Pjkidwer, Pauli
nismus, p. 281 f., 284 f.; Rl'tlU, Rev. de Theol., 1859, iii. p. 80; Sclit«g
ltr, Das nachap. Z., i. p. 130 f.; Sttip, Origines, p. 73 f. 

i " They would sanction but not shlU'e his mission to the Gentiles. • 
Jou:ett, The Epe. of St. Paul, i . 236. 
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circumstances, shows that no mere separation of locali
ties, but a selection of race was intended. If there had 
not been this absolute difference of purpose, any separa
tion would have been unnecessary, and all the Apostles 
would have preached one Gospel indifferently to all who 
had ears to hear it ; such strange inequality in the parti
tion of the work could never have existed : that Paul 
should go unaided to the gigantic task of converting the 
heathen, while the Twelve reserved themselves for the 
small but privileged people. All that we have said at 
the beginning of this section of the nature of primitive 
Christianity, and of the views prevalent amongst the 
disciples at the death of their Master, is verified by 
this attitude of the Three during the famous v~it of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles to Jerusalem, and Paul's 
account is precisely in accordance with all that historical 
probability and reason, unwarped by the ideal repre
sentations of the Acts, prepare us to expect. The more 
deeply we go into the statements of Paul the more is 
this apparent, and the more palpable does the inauthen
ticity of the narrative of the Council appear. 

The words of Paul in describing the final understand
ing are very remarkable and require further consideration. 
The decision that they should go to the circumcision and 
Paul to the Gentiles is based upon the recognition of a 
different Gospel entrusted to him, the Gospel of the un
drcumcision, as the Gospel of the circumcision is en
trusted to Peter. · It will be remembered that Paul stat('s 
that, on going up to Jerusalem upon this occasion, lie com
municated to them the Gospel which he preached among 
the Gentiles, and it is probable that he inade the journey 
more especially for this purpose. It appears from the ac
count that this Gospel was not only new to them, but was 
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distinctly different from that of the elder Apostles. If 
Paul preached the same Gospel as the rest, what necessity 
could there have been for communicatiug it at all ? 
'Vhat doubt that by any means he might be running, or 
l1ad run, in vain 1 He knew perfectly well that he 
preached a different Gospel from the Apostles of the 
circumcision, and his anxiety probably was to secure an 
amicable recognition of the Gentile converts whom he 
laad taught to consider circumcision unnecessaiy and the 
obligation of the law removed. Of course there was 
much that was fundamentally the E:ame in the two 
Gospels, starting as they both did with the recog
nition of Jesus as the Messiah; but their points of 
divergence were very marked and striking, and more 
especially in directions where the prejudices of the 
Apostles of the circumcision were the strongesL 
A voiding all debatable ground, it is clear that the 
Gospel of the uncircumcision, which proclaimed the 
abrogation of the law and t.he inutility of the initiatory 
rite, must have been profoundly repugnant to Jews, wbo 
still preached the obligation of circumcision and the 
observance of the law. "Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law " 1 said the Gospel of the uncircum
c1s1on. "Behold, I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye be 
circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. . . . For 
in Christ Je1ms neither circumcision availeth anything 
nor uncircumcision, but faith working through love." 1 

"For neither circumcision is anything, nor uncircum
cision, but a new creature." s The teaching which was 
specially designated the Gospel of the circumcision, in 
contradistinction to this Gospel of the uncircumcision, held 
nry different language. There is no gamsaymg the 

1 Oal. iii. 13. t Oal. , .. 2, 6. 1 Oal. vi. 15. 
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main fact-and that fact, certified by Paul himself and 
substantiated by a host of collateral circumstances, is 
more conclusive than all conciliatory apologetic reasoning 
-that, at the date of this visit to Jerusalem (c. A.D. 

50-52), the Three, after hearing all that Paul had to say, 
allowed him to go alone to the Gentiles, but themselves 
would have no part in the mission, and turned as before 
to the circumcision. 

There is another point to which we must very briefly 
refer. The statements of Paul show that, antecedent to 
this visit to Jerusalem, Paul had been the active Apostle of 
the Gentiles, preaching his Gospel of the uncircumcision, 
and that subsequently he returned to the same field of 
labour. If we examine the narrative of the Acts, we 
do not find him represented in ariy special manner as the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, but, on the contrary, whilst 
Peter claims the honour of having been selected that by 
his voice the Gentiles should hear the word ()f the Gospel 
and believe, Paul is everywhere described as going to 
the JewR, and only when his teaching is rejected by 
them does he tum to the Gentiles. It is true that 
Ananias is represented as being told by the Lord that 
Paul is a chosen vessel u to bear my name both before 
Gentiles and kings, and the sons of Israel;" 1 and Paul 
subsequently recounts how the Lord had said to himself, 
"Go, for I will send thee far hence unto Gentiles." 2 The 
author of the Acts, however, everywhere conveys the 
impression that Paul very reluctantly fulfils this mission, 
and that if he had but been successful amongst the Jews 
he never would have gone to the Gentiles atrall. Imme
diately after his conversion, he preaches in the syna
gogues at Damascus and confounds the Jews,3 as he 

I ix. lSf. 2 xxii. 21. Cf. xx vi. 1; ff. 3 ix. 20, 22. 
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again does during his visit to J erusalem.1 When the 
Holy Spirit desires the Church at Antioch to separate 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto he has 
caJled them, they continue to announce the word of 
God "in the synagogues of the Jews," 2 and in nar
rating the conversion of the Roman proconsul at Paphos, 
it is said that it is Sergius Paulus himself who calls for 
Barnabas and Saul, and seeks to hear the word of God. 3 

'Vhen they came to Antioch in Pisidia, they go into the 
synagogue of the Jews' as usual, and it is only after the 
Jews reject them that Paul and Barnabas are described 
as saying :-" It was necessary that the word of God 
should first be spoken to you : seeing that ye thrust it 
from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." 6 In lconium, to which 
they next proceed, however, they go into the synagogue 
of the Jews,11 and later, it is stated that Paul, on arriving 
at Thessalonica, " as his custom was," went into the 
synagogue of the Jews, aud for three Sabbaths dis
coursed to them.7 At Corinth, it was only when the 
Jews opposed him and blasphemed, that Paul is repre
sented as saying : " Your blood be upon your own head; 
I will henceforth, with a pure conscience, go unto the 
Gentiles." It is impossible to .distinguish from this nar
rative auy difference between the ministry of Paul and 
that of the other Apostles. They all address themselves 
mainly and primarily to the Jews, although if Gentiles de
sire to eat of" the crumbs which fall from the children's 
bread " they are not rejected. Even the Pharisees stirred 
heaven and earth to make proselytes. In no sense can 

I ix. 28 f. t xiii. 5. > xiii. 7. 
• xiii. 14 ff., 42 ff. ' xiii. 46. 6 xiv. 1 f. 
7 uii. 1 ff.. Cf. 10 fl., 17 ff.; uiii. 4 ff. , 19, 28; xix. 8. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



TO THE JEW FIRST. 289 

the Paul of the Acts be considered specially an Apostle 
of the Gentiles, and the statement of the Epistle to the 
Galatians 1 has no significance, if interpreted by the his
torical work. 

Apologists usually reply to this objection, that the 
practice of Paul in the Acts is in accordance with 
his own words in the Epistle to the Romans, i. 16, 
in which, it is asserted, he recognizes the right of the 
Jews to precedence. In the Authorised Version this pas
sage is rendered as follows:-" For I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ : for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek." 2 (8wa.µ.ts yO.p 8Eov l<JT'4v Els 

, ' "' , 'I ~ , "' ' <Tf.IYTTJPf.0.11 'ITa.Jl'TI. T<p 1TtO"'TEV011TI., ovoa.t<p TE 1Tp<tYTov KQ.C. 

•EU71vc..} As a matter of fact we may here at once 
state that the word 1Tpf:rrov " first," is not found in Codices 
B and G, and that it is omitted from the Latin ren
dering of the verse quoted by Tertullian.3 That the 
word upon which the controversy turns should not be 
found in so important a MS. as tbe Vatican Codex 
or in so ancient a version as Tertullian's is very 
significant, . but proceeding at once to the sense of 
the sentence, we must briefly state the reasons which 
seem to us conclusively to show that the usual reading 
is erroneous. The passage is an emphatic statement of 
the principles of Paul. He declares that he is not 
ashamed of the Gospel, and he immediately states the 
reason: "for it is a power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth." • He is not ashamed of the 
Gospel because he recognizes its universality; for, in 

1 Gal. ii. 9. 
t er. Rom. ii. 9, 10. The oldest MSS. and versions omit the TOV )(plOTOU 

of the Authorist:J Version which mo!!t editors therefore reject. 
1 Ady. !fare. v. 13. 4 Jlom. i . 16. 
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opposition to the exclusiveness of Judaism, he maintains 
that all are "sons of God through faith in Christ Jcsu~ ... 
There is neither Jew nor Greek ... for ye are all one 
man in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's then are ye 
Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise." 1 "For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything nor 
uncircumcision, but faith working through love." 9 The 
reason which he gives is that which lies at the basis of 
the whole of his special teaching; but we are asked to 
believe that, after so clear arnLcomprehensive a decla
ration, he at once adds the extraordinary qualification : 
'Iov8a{Cf' TE '11'pidrov Kal •Eu,.,.,,,, rendered "to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek." " 7hat is the meaning of 
such a limitation ? If the Gospel be a power of God 
unto salvation "to every one that believeth" ('11'avrl TrlJ 
'Tl'LCT'TEvovn), in what manner can it possibly be so " to 
the Jew first"? Can it be maintained that there are 
comparative degrees in salvation? " Salvation " is obvi
ously an absolute term. If saved at all, the Jew cannot 
he more saved than the Greek. If, on the other hand, 
the expression be interpreted as an assertion that the 
Jew has a right of precedence either in the offer or the 
attainment of salvation before the Greek, the manner of 
its realization is almost equally inconceivable, and a host 
of difficulties, especially in view of the specific Pauline 
teaching, immediately present themselves. There can be 
uo doubt that the judaistic view distinctly was that Israel 
must first be saved, before the heathen could obtain any 
part in the Messianic kingdom, and we have shown that 
this idea dominated primitive Christianity; and insepa
rable from this was the belief that the only way to a 
participation in its benefits lay through Judaism. The 

1 Gal. iii. 26 f. 2 Gal. v. 6. 
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heathen could only obtain admission into the family of 
Israel, and become partakers in the covenant, by 
submitting to the initiatory rite. It was palpably 
under the influence of this view, and with a convic
tion that the Messianic kingdom was primarily des
tined for the children of Israel, that the elder Apostles, 
even after the date of Paul's second visit to Jerusalem, 
continued to confine their ministry " to the circumcision." 
Paul's view was very different. He recognized and 
maintained the universality of the Gospel and, in re
solving to go to the heathen, he practically repudiated 
the very theory of Jewish preference which he is here 
supposed to advance. If the Gospel, instead of being a 
power of God to salvation to every man who believed, 
was for the Jew first, the Apostolate of the Gentiles was 
a mere delusion and a snare. What could be the ad
vantage of so urgently offering salvation to the Greek, if 
the gift, instead of being "for every one that believeth," 
was a mere prospective benefit, inoperative until the 
Jew had first been saved? " Salvation to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek," if it have any significance 
whatever of the kind argued,-involving either a prior 
claim to the offer of salvation, or precedence in its 
distribution, - so completely destroys all the present 
interest in it of the Gentile, that the Gospel must 
to him have lost all power. To suppose that such 
an expression simply means, that the Gospel must first 
be preached to the Jews in any town to which the 
Apostle might come before it could legitimately be pro
claimed to the Gentiles of that town, is childish. \Ve 
have no reason to suppose that Paul held the deputy 
Sergius Paulus, who desired to hear the word of God and 
believed, in suspense until the Jews of Pap hos had 

11 2 
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rejected it. The cases of the Ethiopian eunuch an(l 
Cornelius throw no light upon any claim of the Jew to 
priority in salvation. Indeed, not to waste time in show
ing the utter incongruity of the ordinary interpret.:ltion, 
we venture to affirm that there is not a single explana
tion, which maintains a priority assigned to the Jew in 
any way justifyiug the reference to this text, whi~h is 
capable of supporting the slightest inYestigation. If we 
linguisticaUy examine the expression 'Iov~ T£ 1Tp/;rrov 
Kat •EU17vc., we arrive at the same conclusion, that 
1Tpi#rov is an interpolation, for we must maintain that 
1Tp&rov with T£ and Kat must be applied equally both to 
'' Jew" and "Greek," and cannot rightly be appro
priated to the Jew only, as implying a preference over 
the Greek. 1 The sense, therefore, can only be properly 
and inte1ligib1y given by disregarding 1rp&rov and simply 
translating the words : " both to Jew and Greek. u 2 

This was the rendering of the ancient Latin version quoted 
by TertuUian in his work against :Marcion: "Itaque et hie, 
cum dicit: Non enim me pudet evangelii, virtus enim 
dei est in salutem omni credenti, J udreo et Grreco, quia 
justitia dei in eo revelatur ex fide in fidem." 3 'Ve are 
not left without further examples of the very same ex
pression, and an examination of the context will amply 
demonstrate that Paul used it in no other sense. In the 

1 Baur, Tbeol. Jahrb, 185i, p. 93 ft'.; B«len, Comm. in Ep. S. Pauli 
ad Rom., 1854, p. 22 f., cf. 59 f.; &hrcukr, Der Ap. Paulus, h·. p. 373 ; 
J:ltup, Origmos, p. 142 ft. ; Volkmar, Romerbr., 1875, p. 4, p. 74 f. 

' Beelen rightly interprets this passage in his Commentary on the 
Romans: "Sensus ergo est : Evangelii doctrinam 11on n-ubuco; td h= 
t11im (yap) Dei sal17ifica quretlam vis cuicumque qui credit (1ral'Tl '"~ W&<JTEi:orrc. 
nativus commodi), tire Judtrru sit, sitle Gentilia." Comment. in Epist. S. 
l'auli ad Romanos, 18.J4,p. 23. Soalt0Lipn1111, Protestanten Bibel, 1874, 
p. 494. J.achmann puts the word 'lrpwrov between hr.ickots. 

• Adv. Marc., v. 13. 
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very next chapter the Apostle twice uses the same words. 
After condemning the hasty and unrighteous judgment 
of man, he says: "For we know that the judgment of 
God is according to truth .. . . who will render to every 
one according to his works; to them who by patience in 
well-doing seek for glory and honour and incorruption, 
eternal life : but unto them that act out of factious spirit 
and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness, 
anger, and wrath : affliction and distress upon every 
soul of man that wor~eth evil, both of Jew and of 
Greek ('Iov8afov TE (1rpW'Tov) Kal "'EU.71110~, A. V. "of 
the Jew first, and also of the Gentile " ) ; but glory and 
honour and peace to every one that worketh good, both 
to Jew and to Greek ('Iov8a~ TE (1rpW'Tov) Kal "'EU.71vt, 
A. V. "to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile "). 
For there is no respect of persons with God." 1 How 
is it possible that, if the Apostle had intended to 
assert a priority of any kind accorded to the Jew 
before the Gentile, he could at the same time have 
added: "For there is no respect of persons with God"? 
If salvation be " to the Jew first," there is very dis
tinctly respect of persons with God. The very opposite, 
however, is repeatedly and emphatically asserted by Paul 
in this very epistle. "For there is no difference between 
Jew and Greek" (ov yap lcrrw 8ta<TToA~ 'Iov8a£ov TE 

Kal •Ell71vo~), he says, " for the same Lord of all is 
rich unto all them that call upon him. For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 2 

Here, we have the phrase without 1TpW7ov. Nothing 
could be more clear and explicit. 'fhe precedence 
of the Jew is directly excluded. At the end of the 
second chapter, moreover, he explains his idea of a Jew: 

I Rom. ii, 2, 6-11, s Rom. x. 12, 13. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



2!>4 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

" For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly ; neither is 
that circumcision which is outwardly in flesh, but he is a 
Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart, 
in spirit not letter." 1 If anything further were required 
to prove that the Apostle does not by the expression: 
'Iov8a{'f' TE ( 7rp&rrov) Kal "EU.7111,, intend to in die.ate any 
priority accorded to the Jew, it is supplied by the com
mencement of the third chapter. '' What then is the 
advantage of the Jew? or what the profit of circum
cision ? " It is obvious that if the Apostle had just said 
that the Gospel was the power of God unto salvation, 
"to Jew first and also to Greek," he had stated a very 
marked advantage to the Jew, and that such an inquiry 

. as the above would have been wholly unnecessary. The 
answer which he gives to his own question, however, com
pletes our certainty. "Much every way," he replies; but 
in explaining what the "much" advantage was, we hear 
no more of " to Jew first : " " .Much every way : for first 
indeed they were entrusted with the oracles of God."' 
And, after a few words, he proceeds : " What then? are 
we better? Not at all ; for we before brought the charge 
that both Jews and Greeks ('Iov8afov~ TE Ka' "Eu.71va~) 
are all under sin." 3 Here, again, there is no 1Tp(;rrov. 
There can be no doubt in the mind of any one who un
derstands what Paul's teaching was, and what he means 
by claiming the special title of" Apostle to the Gentiles," 
that in going " to the Heathen" after his visit t-0 Jeru
salem, as before it., there was no purpose in his mind 
to preach to the Jews first and ouly on being rejected 
by them to turn to the Gentiles, as the Acts would have 
us suppose ; but that the principle which regulated his 
proclamation of the Gospel was that which we have 

1 Rom. ii. 28. ' Rom. iii. 1. 1 Rom. iii. 9. 
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already quoted: "For there is no difference between 
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord of all is rich unto 
all them that call upon him. For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 1 

Still more incongruous is the statement of the Acts 
that Paul took Timothy and circumcised him because of 
the Jews. According to this narrative, shortly after the 
supposed Council of Jerusalem at which it was decided 
that circumcision of Gentile Converts was unnecessary; 
immediately after Paul had in spite of great pressure 
refused to allow Titus to be circumcised ; and after it had 
been agreed between the Apostle of the Gentiles aud 
James and Cephas and John that while they should 
go to the circumcision, he, on the contrary, should go 
to the heathen, Paul actually took and circumcised 
Timothy. Apologists, whilst generally admitting the 
apparent contradiction, do not consider that this act 
involves any real inconsistency, and find reasons which, 
they affirm, sufficiently justify it. Some of these we 
shall presently examine, but we may at once say that 
no apologetic arguments seem to us capable of re
sisting the conclusion arrived at by many independent 
critics, that the statement of the Acts with regard 
to Timothy is opposed to all that we know of Paul's 
views, and that for unassailable reasons it must be 
pronounced unhistorical.2 The author of the Acts says : 
" And he (Paul) came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold 
a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, son of a 

l Bom. J:. 12, 13. 
' Baur, Paulus, i . p. H7 f., anm. 1; Davidacm, Int. N. T., ii. p. 220; 

Hilgenfeld, Einl., p. 600; Ocerberk, zu de W. Apg., p. 248 ff.; Schrader, Dor 
Ap. P., v. p. 648; Schwtgkr, Das naohap. Z., ii. p. 82 C. ; Stap, Origines, 
p. 136 f., 144 ft'. ; Straatman, Paulus, p. 217 f. ; Zeller, A pg., p. 238 ff. ; 
Vortrige, p. 209. 
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believing Jewish woman, but of a Greek father ; who was 
well reported of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. 
Him would Paul have to go forth with him ; and took and 
circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those 
I ( ' \ Q' , • ' t' ' ' ·1 -_ t' -- , - ' p aces /C(1L l\<1fJ<JJ11 1TEptETEf'£V (11/TOV OL(1 TOV~ OVO<UO~ TO~ 

oVTa.~ lv To'~ T01Tot~ lKdvot~) ; for they all knew that his 
father was a Greek (y8Ewav yO.p a1Ta.VTE~ ;;.,., ·Ell,, ... 
o 'TTarf/p alrrov Wl]px&)." 1 The principal arguments of 
those who maintain the truth and consistency of this nar
rative briefly are : Paul resisted the circumcision of Titus 
because he was a Greek, and because the subject then 
actually under consideration was the immunity from the 
Jewish rite of Gentile Christians, which would have been 
prejudiced had he yielded the point. On the other hand, 
Timothy was the son of a Jewish mother, and whilst there 
was no principle here in question, Paul circumcised the 
companion whom he had chosen to accompany him in his 
missionary journey, both as a recognition of his Jewish 
origin and to avoid offence to the Jews whom they 
should encounter in the course of their ministry, as well 
as to secure for him access to the synagogues which they 
must visit: Paul in this instance, according to all apologists 
putting in practice his own declaration (1 Cor. ix. 19-20) : 
"For being free from all men, I made myself servant unto 
all that I might gain the more; and unto the Jews 
I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews." 
· It must be borne in mind that the author 'vho 
chronicles the supposed circumcision of Timothy makes 
no allusion to the refusal of Paul to permit Titus to be 
circumcised; an omission which is not only singular 
in itself, but significant when we find him, immediately 
after, narrating so singular a concession of which the 

I Acts xn. 1-3. 
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Apostle makes no mention. Of course it is clear that 
Paul could not have consented to the circumcision of 
Titus, and we have only to consider in what manner 
the case of Timothy differed so as to support the views 
of those who hold that Paul, who would not yield to 
the pressure brought to bear upon him in the case of 
Titus, might, quite consistently, so short a time after, 
circumcise Timothy with his own band. It is true 
that the necessity of circumcision for Gentile Christians 
came prominently into question, during Paul's visit to 
Jerusalem, from the presence of bis uncircumcised follower 
Titus, and no doubt the abrogation of the rite must have 
formed a striking part of the exposition of his Gospel, 
which Paul tells us he made upon this occasion ; but 
it is equally certain that the necessity of circumcision 
long continued to be pressed by the judaistic party 
in the Church. It cannot fairly be argued that, at any 
time, Paul could afford to relax his determined and 
consistent attitude as the advocate for the univer
sality of Christianity and the abrogation of a rite, insis
tance upon which, he had been the first to recognise, 
would have been fatal to the spread of Christianity. To 
maintain that he could safely make such a conces
sion of his principles and himself circumcise Timothy, 
simply because at that precise moment there was no 
active debate upon the point, is inadmissible; for his 
Epistles abundantly prove that the topic, if it ever 
momentarily subsided into stubborn silence, was continu
ally being revived with renewed bitterness. Pauline 
views could never have prevailed if he had been willing 
to sacrifice them for the sake of conciliation, whenever 
they were not actively attacked. 

The difference of the occasion cannot be admitted 
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as a valid reason; let us, therefore, see whether any 
difference in the persons and circumstances removes 
the contradiction. It is argued that such a difference 
exists in the fact that, whilst Titus was altogether a 
Gentile, Timothy, on the side of his mother at least, 
was a Jew; and Thiersch, following a passage quoted 
by 'Vetstein, states that, according to Talmudic pre
scriptions, the validity of mixed marriages between a 
Jewess and a Gentile was only recognized upon the con
dition that the children should be brought up in the 
religion of the mother. In this case, he argues, Paul 
merely carried out the requirement of the Jewish law by 
circumcising Timothy, which others had omitted to do, 
and thus secured his admission to the Jewish synagogues 
to which much of his ministry was directed, but from 
which he would have been excluded had the rite not been 
performed.1 Even Meyer, however, in reference to this 
point, replies that Paul could scarcely be influenced by 
the Talmudic canon, because Timothy was already a 
Christian and beyond Judaism. 2 Besides, in point of 
fact, by such a marriage the Jewess had forfeited Jewish 
privileges. Timothy, in the eyes of the Mosaic law, 
was not a. Jew, and held, in reality, no better position 
than the Greek Titus. He had evidently been brought 
up as a heathen, and the only question which could 
arise in regard to him was whether he must first 
become a Jew before he could be fully recognized as a 
Christian. The supposition that the circumcision of 
Timothy, the son of a Greek, after he had actually be
come a Christian without having passed through Judaism, 

1 Die Kirche im ap. Z., p. 138. Ewald similarly arguoe that Paul 
circumcised Timothy to remove tho stigma attaching to him as the child 
of such a mixed marriage. Oesch. V. Isr., vi. 445; Jahrb. Bibi. W188., 
1837-68, ix. p. 6!. ' Apostelg., p. 354. 
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could secure for him free access to the synagogues of the 
Jews, may show how exceedingly slight at that time was 
the difference between the Jew and the Christian, but it 
also suggests the serious doubt whether the object of the 
concession, in the mind of the author of the Acts, was not 
rather to conciliate the Judaic Christians, than to repre
sent the act as one of policy towards the unbelieving 
Jews. The statement of the Acts is that Paul circum
cised Timothy "because of the J ew1:1 which were in those 
places; for they knew all that his father was a Greek." 
If the reason which we are discussing were correct, the 
expression would more probably have been : " for they 
knew that his mother was a Jewess." The Greek father 
might, and probably did, object to the circumcision of his 
son, but that was no special reason why Paul should cir
cumcise him. On the other hand, the fact that the Jews 
knew that his father was a Greek made the action attri
buted to Paul a couces1:1ion which the author of the Acts 
thus represented in its most conciliatory light. The 
circumcision of Timothy was clearly declared unneces
sary by the apostolic decree, for the attempt to show that 
be was legitimately regarded as a Jew utterly fails. It 
is obvious that, according to Pauline doctrine, there could 
be no obligation for anyone who adopted Christianity to 
undergo this initiatory rite. It is impossible reasonably 
to maintain that any case has been made out to explain 
why Timothy, who had grown into manhood without 
being circumcised, and bad become a Christian whilst 
uncircumcised, should at that late period be circumcised. 
Beyond the reference to a Talmudic prescription, in fact, 
with which there is not the slightest evidence that 
Paul was acquainted, and which, even if he did know of 
it, could not possibly have been recognised by him as 
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authoritative, there bas not been a serious attempt 
made to show that the case of Timothy presents excep
tional features which reconcile the contradiction other
wise admitted as apparent. 

The whole apologetic argument in fact sinks into one 
of mere expediency : Timothy, the son of a Jewess 
and of a Greek, and thus having a certain affinity both 
to Jews and Gentiles, would become a much more effi
cient assistant to Paul if he were circumcised and thus 
had access to the Jewish synagogues ; therefore Paul, 
who himself became as a Jew that he might win the 
Jews, demanded the same sacrifice from his follower. 
But can this argument bear any scrutiny by the light of 
Paul's own writings 1 It cannot. Paul openly claims 
to be the Apostle of the Gentiles, and just before the 
period at which he is supposed to circumcise Timothy, 
he parts from the elder Apostles with the understanding 
that he is to go to the Gentiles who are freed from cir
cumcision.· It is a singular commencement of his mission, 
to circumcise the son of a Greek father after he had 
become a Christian. Such supposed considerations 
about access to synagogues and conciliation of the 
Jews would seem more suitable to a missionary to the 
circumcision, than to the Apostle of the Gentiles. It 
must be apparent to all that in going more specially 
to the Gentiles, as he avowedly was, the alleged ex
pediency of circumcising Timothy falls to the ground, 
and on the contrary that such an act would have 
compromised his whole Gospel. Paul's characteristic 
teaching was the inutility of circumcision, and upon this 
point he sustained the incessant attacks of the emissaries 
of Jam es and the J udaistic party without yielding or com
promise. What could have been more ill-advised under 
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such circumstances than the circumcision with his own 
hands of a convert who, if the son of a ,Jewess, was like
wise the son of a Greek, and had remained uncircumcised 
until he had actually embraced that faith which, Pau] 
taught, superseded circumcision? The Apostle who de
clared : "Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 
circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing," 1 could not 
have circumcised the Christian Timothy; and if any 
utterance of Paul more distinctJy and explicitly applicable 
to the present case be required, it is aptly supplied by the 
following : " 'N as any man called being circumcised? let 
him not become uncircumcised. Hath any man been 
called in uncircumcision ? let him not be circumcised. 
• . . Let each abide in the same caJling wherein be 
was called."2 

Apologists quote very glibly the saying of Paul: 
" Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 
gain Jews," as sufficiently justifying the act which we 
are considering ; but it is neither applicable to the case, 
nor is the passage susceptible of such interpretation. The 
speciaJ object of Paul at that time, according to bis own 
sbowing,3 was not to gain Jews but to gain Gentiles; and 
the circumcision of Timothy would certainly not have 
tended to gain Gentiles. · If we quote the whole passage 
from which the above is extracted, the sense at once 
becomes clear and different from that assigned to it : 
"For being free from all men, I made myself servant unto 
alJ, that I might gain the more ; and unto the Jews I became 
as a Jew that I might gain Jews ; to them under law, as 
under law, not being myself under law, that I might gain 
them under law; to them without law, as without law,
not being without law to God, but under law to Christ,-

1 Gal. v. 2. ' 1 Cor. vii. 18, 20. 1 Gal. ii. 9. 
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that I might gain them without law; to the weak I became 
weak that I might gain the weak : I am become all things 
to all men, that I may by all means save some. And all 
things I do for the Gospel's sake, that I may become a 
partaker thereof with them." 1 It is clear that a man 
who could become "all things to all men," in the sense of 
yielding any point of principle, must be considered without 
principle at all, and no one could. maintain that Paul was 
apt to .concede principles. Judged by his own statements, 
indeed, his character was the very reverse of this. There 
is no shade of conciliation when he declares: "But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, should preach any Gospel 
unto you other than that we preached unto you, let him 
he accursed. . . . For am I now making men my friends. 
or God ? or am I seeking to please men ? if I were still 
pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ. "2 The 
Gospel of which he speaks, and which he protests "is not 
after men," but received "through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ,"3 is that Gospel which Paul preached among the 
Gentiles, and which proclaimed the abrogation of the law 
and of circumcision. Paul might in one sense say that 
" circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but keeping the commandments of God; '' • but such a 
statement, simply intended to express that there was 
neither merit in the one nor in the other, clearly does not 
apply to the case before us, and no way lessens the force 
of the words we have quoted above: "If ye be circum
cised, Christ will profit you nothing." Jn Paul such a 
concession would have been in the highest degree a 
sacrifice of principle, and one which he not only refused 
to make in the case of Titus, " that the truth of the 

1 l Cor. ix. H!-23. 
2 Gal. i. 8, lo. 

• Gal. i. 11, 12. 
' 1 Cor. vii. 19. 
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Gospel might abide," but equally maintained in the face 
of the pillar Apostles, when he left them and returned to 
the Gentiles whilst they went back to the circumcision. 
Paul's idea of being" all things to all men" is illustrated by 
his rebuke to Peter,-once more to refer to the scene at 
Antioch. Peter apparently practised a little of that con
ciliation, which apologists, defending the unknown author 
of the Acts at the expense of Paul, consider to be the 
sense of the Apostle's words. Paul repudiated such an 
inference, by withstanding Peter to the face as condemned, 
and guilty of hypocrisy. Paul became all things to all 
men by consi<lcring their feelings, and exhibiting charity 
and forbearance, in matters indifferent. He was care
ful not to make his liberty a stumbling block to the 
weak. " If food maketh my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh for ever lest I make my brother to offend."1 

Self-abnegation in the use of enlightened liberty, however, 
is a very <lifferent thing from the concession of a rite, 
which it was the purpose of his whole Gospel to dis
credit, and the labour of his life to resist. Once more we 
repeat that the narrative of the Acts regarding the circum
cision of Timothy is contradictory to the character and 
teaching of Paul as ascertained from his Epistles, and like 
so many other portions of that work which we have 
already examined must, as it stands, be rejected as 
unhistorical. 

We have already tested the narrative of the author of 
the Acts by the statements of Paul in the first two 
chapters of the Galatians at such length that, although 
the subject is far from exhauste<l, we must not proceed for
ther. w c think that there can be no doubt that the role 
assigned to the Apostle Paul in Acts xv. is unhistorical,2 

1 1 Cor. viii. 13. 
2 Baur, K. G., i. p. 126 ff.; Paulus, i. p. 138 ff.; Dai•idson, Int. N. T. 
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and it is unnecessary for us to point out the reasons 
which led the writer to present him in such subdued 
colours. \Ve must, however, before finally leaving the 
subject, very briefly point out a few circumstances which 
throw a singular light upon the relations which actually 
existed between Paul and the elder Apostles, and tend 
to show their real, if covert, ant.agonism to the Gospel 
of the uncircumcision. 'Ve may at the outset remark, 
in reference to an objection frequently made that Paul 
does not distinctly refer to the Apostles as opposing 
his teaching anti does not personally attack them, that 
such a course would have been suicidal in the Apostle of 
the Gentiles, whilst on the other hand it could not but 
have hindered the acceptance of his Gospel, for which he 
was ever ready to endure so much. The. man who wrote: 
" If it he possible, as much as dependeth on you, be at 
peace with all men," 1 could well be silent in such a cause. 
Paul, in venturing to preach the Gospel of the uncircum
cision, laboured under the singular disadvantage of not 
having, like the Twelve, been an immediate disciple of 
the Master. He had been " as the one born out of due 
time," 2 and although he claimed that his Gospel had not 
been taught to him by man but had been received by direct 
revelation from Jesus, there can be no doubt that his apos
tolic position was constantly assailed. The countenance 
of the elder Apostles, even if merely tacit, was of great 

ii. p. 217 ff., 2.;1 f.; llilgC11/eld, Zeitschr. wiss. Th., 18.>8, p. ii ff.; 1860, 
p. 121 ff.; Galnterbr., p. 11>1 r.; Einl., p. 231 r.; Lip$iUI, in Schonkel's 
B. L., i. p. 196 ff. ; Ovtrl>ttk, zu de W. Apg., p. 217 ff. ; Rman, Les 
Apt.tree, p. xxxvi.; St. Paul, p. 81, note 2; &holtm, Het paulin. Ev., 
p. 448 ff.; Schrudtr, Der Ap. P., v. p. M4 ff.; Schwtgltr, Das nacbap. Z., 
i. p. 117 ff., ii. p. 86 ff.; Stap, Origines, p. 69, n. 2, p. 182 ff.; Straatinan, 
l'•rnlus, p. 187 ff. ; Vol.'cmar, Dio Rel. Jcsu, p. 345 ff.; TJeenk Jri/;iu, 
Jnst. Mart., p. 31 f., n. 3; Ztlltr, Apg., p. !?2-l ff. 

1 Rom. xiii. 18. ' 1 C'or. Xl'. 8. 
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importance to the success of his work ; and he felt this so 
much that, as he himself states, he went up to Jerusalem 
to communicate to them the Gospel which he preached 
among the Gentiles : "lest by any means I might be 
running or did run in vain." 1 Any open breach between 
them would have frustrated his labours. Had Paul been 
in recognized enmity with the Twelve who had been 
selected as his special disciples by the Master, and been 
repudiated and denounced by them, it is obvious that his 
position would have been a precarious one. He had no 
desire for schism. His Gospel, besides, was merely a 
development of that of the elder Apostles; an<l, however 
much they might resent his doctrine of the abrogation of 
the law and of the inutility of circumcision, they could 
still regard his Gentile converts as at least in some sort 
Proselytes of the Gate. With every inducement to pre
serve peace if by any means possible, and to suppress 
every expression of disagreement with the Twelve, it is 
not surprising that we find so little direct reference to 
the elder Apostles in his epistles. During his visit to 
Jerusalem he did not succeed in converting them to his 
Yiews. They still limited their ministry to the circum
cision, and he had to be content with a tacit consent 
to his work amongst the heathen. But although we 
have no open utterance of his irritation, the sup
pressed impatience of his spirit, even at the recollection 
of the incidents of his visit, betrays itself in abrupt 
sentences, unfinished expressions, and grammar which 
breaks down in the struggle of repressed emotion. We 
11ave already said enough regarding his ironical refer
ences to those " who seem to be something," to the 
"overmuch Apostles," and we need not again point 

1 Gal. ii. 2. 
l'OL. Ill. x 
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to the altercation between Paul and Cephas at Antioch, 
and the strong language used by the former. 

Nothing is more certain than the fact that, during 
his whole career, the Apostle Paul had to contend with 
systematic opposition from the Judaic Christian party ;1 

and the only point regarding which there is any difference 
of opinion is the share in this taken by the Twelve. As 
we cannot reasonably expect to find any plain statement 
of this in the writings of the Apostle, we are forced to 
take advantage of such indications as can be discovered. 
Upon one point we are not left in doubt. The ";thdrawal 
of Peter and the others at Antioch from communion with 
the Gentile Christians, and consequently from the side of 
Paul, was owing to the arrival of certain men from James, 
for the Apostle expressly states so. No surprise is ex
pressed, however, at the effect produced by these TwE~ c:i.1To 
'laKw{3ov, and the clear inference is that they represented 
the views of a naturaJly antagonistic party, an inference 
which is in accordance with all that we elsewhere read of 
James. It is difficult to separate the Tw£~ a1TO 'Iaxw/3ov 

from the nvl~ of the preceding chapter (i. 7) who ''trouble" 
the Galatians, and "desire to pervert the Gospel of 
Christ," asserting the necessity of circumcision, 3ouainst 
whom the epistle is directed. Again we meet with the 
same vague and cautious designation of judaistic oppo
nents in his second Epistle to the Corinthians (iii. 1), where 

1 Alj<Yrd, Gk. Test., ii. p. 161 ; Baur, K. G., i. p. 53 f.; The'Jl. Jahrb., 
1$,jO, p. 16.:i ff.; Iloltzma11n, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 369 f.; Jo1ttU, 

Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 332 ff.; Kurtz, Lehrb. K. G., i. p. 4S f.; Lang, 
Rel. Charaktere, p. 69 ff. ; Lecliler, Das ap. u. nachap. Z., p. 3i9 ff.; 
J,iglitfoot, Galatians, p. 299 f. ; Milman, Hist. of Chr., i. p. 414 ff.; 
Nttrnder, Pflanzung, p. 273 ff. ; Nicolas, Etudes,. N. T., p. 256 ff. ; 
Rena11, St. Paul, p. 299 f.; Reville, Essais, p. 29 ff.; Scl1wtglt'I', Das 
nnchop. Z., i. p. 156 tr., ii. J.l• 107 ff. ; Stap, Origiuc£l1 I>· 84 ff., I l;j f. ; 
Zelkr, Vortr'.ige, p. 211 f. 
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"some" (nvl~) bearers of "letters of commendation" 
(UVO"TaTtKwv l1T1.crro>..wv) from persons unnamed, were 
attacking the Apostle and endeavouring to discredit his 
teaching. By whom were these letters written ? We can
not of course give an authoritative reply, but we may ask: 
by whom could letters of commendation possessing an 
authority which could have weight against that of Paul be 
written, except by the elder Apostles ?1 'Ve have certain 
evidence in the first Epistle to the Corinthians that parties 
had arisen in the Church of Corinth in opposition to Paul. 
TheRe parties were distinguished, as the Apostle himself 
states, by the cries: "I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and 
I of Cephas, and I of Christ."2 (l:yw µ.Iv Elµ., IIav>..ov, l:yw 
8€ • A7TOAAW, l:yw 8t KYJcf>Ci, l:yw 8t XptCTTOV.) 'Vhatever 
differences of opinion there may be as to the precise 
nature of these parties, there can be no doubt that both 
the party " of Cephas " and the party " of Christ " held 
strong J udaistic views and assailed the teaching of 
Paul, and his apostolic authority. It is very evident 
that the persons to whom the Apostle refers in con
nection with '' letters of commendation " were of these 
parties. 

Apologists argue that: " in claiming Cephas as the 
head of their party they had probably neither more nor 

1 A curious corroboration of this conclusion wu found in tho Clemen
tine Homilies and Recognitions :-

a.;, Trp(J 1rmoov µlµ,,,,u8£ a1r6o"ToXov ~ lMciuicaXov ~ 1rpocp;,.niv c/J£{,ynv µ~ 
1rPMf pov aicpt{Jwr aim,&illol'Ta a~ou TO tcqpiryp.a 'Iatc~~'f' Tcj x,xo;..,., 4a,xcpcj> 
Toii 1C1Jp:ov J.<OV ical 1r£1rlfT'T£VJ.'fl''fJ iv 'lfpovutJX~f' ~V 'Ef3po{6>V alffrf'11 /ici>.')<Tfov, 
ica& µrra µap-rvpr.ov 1rpO<TfX,,Xv8J.ra 1rpOr v,Wr. Hom. xi. 35. 

Propter quod obscrvato cautiue, ut nulli doctorum credatis, niei qui 
Jacobi fratrie Domini ex Hierusalem detulerit teetimonium, vel ejus, 
quicunquo poet ipsum fuerit. Nisi enim quis illuc aecenderit, et ibi 
fuerit probatus, quod sit doctor idoneus et fidelie ad prrodicandum Christi 
verbum, nisi, inquam, indo detulerit testimonium, recipiendue omnino 
non est. Rooog. iv. 35. 

s 1 Cor. i. 12. 
x2 
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less ground than their rivals who sheltered themselves 
under the names of Apollos and of Paul."1 It is obvious, 
however, that, in a Church founded by Paul, there could 
have been no party created with the necessity to take his 
name as their watchword, except as a reply to another 
party which, having intruded itself, attacked him, and 
forced those who maintained the views of their own 
Apostle to raise such a counter-cry. The parties "of 
Cephas " and " of Christ " were manifestly aggressive, 
intruding themselves, as the Apostle complains, into 
"other men's labours,"2 and this in some manner seems 
to point to that convention between the Apostle and the 
Three, that he should go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcision which, barely more than passive neutrality 
at the beginning, soon became covertly antagonistic. 
The fact that the party " of Paul " was not an organized 
body, so to say, directed by the Apostle as a party leader, 
in no way renders it probable that the party of Cephas, 
which carried on active and offensive measures; had not 
much more ground in Claiming Cephas as their head. 
One point is indisputable, that no party ever claims any 
man as its leader who is not clearly associated with the 
views it maintains. The party" of Cephas," representing 
j udaistic views, opposing the teaching of Paul, and join
ing in denying his apostolic claims, certainly would not 
have taken Peter's name as their watch-cry if he had been 
known to hold and express such Pauline sentiments as are 
put into his mouth in the Acts, or had not, on the con
trary, been intimately identified with judaistic principles. 
'l'o illustrate the case by a modern instance : Is it possible 
to suppose that, in any considerable city in this country, 

1 Lightfoot, St. l'uul's Ep. to the Galatians, 1874, p. 355. 
' 2 Cor. x. 13 ff. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



--- - - ...... -.,,,. . .. -· ~ .. 

THE CORINTHIAN PARTIES. 309 

a party holding ritualistic opinions could possibly claim 
the present Archbishop of Canterbury as its leader, or one 
professing " broad-church" views could think of shelter
ing itself under the name of the Archbishop of York? 
Religious parties may very probably mistake the delicate 
details of a leader's teaching, but they can scarcely be 
wrong in regard to his general principles. If Peter had 
been so unfortunate as to be flagrantly misunderstood by 
his followers and, whilst this party preached in his 
name judaistic doctrines and anti-Pauline opinions, the 
Apostle himself advocated the abrogation of the law, 
as a burden which the Jews themselves were not able 
to bear, and actively shared Pauline convictions, is it 
possible to suppose that Paul would not have pointed out 
the absurdity of such a party claiming such a leader ? 

The fact is, however, that Paul never denies the claim 
of those who shelter themselves under the names of Peter 
and James, never questions their veracity, and never 
adopts the simple and natural course of stating that, in 
advancing these names, they are imposters or mistaken. 
On the contrary, upon all occasions he evidently admits, 
by his silence, the validity of the claim. 1 'Ne are not left 
to mere inference that the adopted head of the party act
ually shared the views of the party. Paul himself dis
tinguishes Peter as the head of the party of the circum
cision in a passage in his letter to the Galatians already 
frequeutly referred to,2 and the episode at Antioch con
firms the description, and leaves no doubt that Peter's 
permanent practice was to force the Gentiles to judaize. 
For reasons which we l1ave already stated, Paul could 
not but have desired to preserve peace, or even the 

• Bltnlk, EseiUs !lo Critique religieuse, 1860, p. 16 f. 
: Gal. ii. 7 f, 
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semblance of it, with the elder Apostles, for the Gospel's 
sake; and be, therefore, wisely leaves them as much as 
possible out of the question and deals with their disciples. 
It is obvious that policy must have dictated such a 
course. By ignoring the leaders and att.acking their 
followers, he suppressed the chief strength of his oppo
nents and kept out of sight the most formidable argument 
against himself: the concurrence with them of the elder 
Apostles. On the one hand, the epistles of Paul bear no 
evidence to any active sympathy and co-operation with 
his views and work on the part of the elder Apostles. 
On the other, Paul is everywhere assailed by judaistic 
adversaries who oppose his Gospel and deny his apostle
ship, and who claim as their leaders the elder Apostles. 

If, even without pressing expressions to their ex
treme and probable point, we take the contrast drawn 
between his own Gospel and that of the circumci
sion, the reality of the antagonism must be apparent. 
"For we arc not as the many (ol 1Tollol1) which adul
terate the word of God ; but as of sincerity, but as of 
God, before God, speak we in Christ." 2 Later on in the 
letter, after referring to the intrusion of the 9pposite party 
into the circle of his labours, Paul declares that his im
patience and anxiety proceed from godly jealousy at the 
possible effect of the judaistic intruders upon the Corin
thians. " But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtlety, your thoughts should 

1 Although this reading is supported by tho oldest MSS. Slich aa 
ABC K ~ and others, the reading ol >..onrol, " the rest," st.ands in 
DEF GI and a large number of other codices, and is defended by many 
critics as the original, which they argue was altered to oi troUoC, to soft.en 
the apparent hardness of such an expression, which would~ to imply 
that Paul declared himeolf the sole true exponent of the Gospel 

' 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
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be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity that is in 
Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesm~ 
whom we did not preac11, or if ye receive another spirit 
which ye received not, or another Gospel which ye did 
not accept, ye bear well with him. For I think I am not 
a whit behind the overmuch Apostles (Tow wEp">..tav 
a?TO<TToXwv)." 1 This reference to the elder Apostles gives 
point to much of the epistle which is ambiguous, au<l more 
especially when the judaistic nature of the opposition is so 
clearly indicated a few verses further on : " Are they 
Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are 
they Abraham's seed? so am I. Are they ministers 
of Christ? (I speak as a fool), I am more ; in labours 
more abundantly, in prisons exceedingly, in deaths often," 
&c., &c.2 

It is argued that the Twelve had not sufficient au
thority over their followers to prevent such interference 
with Paul, and that the relation of the Apostle to the 
Twelve was: "separation, not opposition, antagonism of 
the followers rather than of the leaders, personal anti
pathy of the J udaizers to St. Paul, rather than of St. 
Paul to the Twelve." 3 It is not difficult to believe that 
the antipathy of Paul to the Judaizers was less than 
that felt by them towards him. The superiority of the 
man must have rendered him ~omewhat callous to 
such dislike.4 But the mitigated form of difference 
between Paul and the Twelve here assumed, although 
still very different from the representations of the Acts, 

1 2 Cor. xi. 2-.5; cf. Gal. i. 6 ff. t 2 Cor. xi. 22 ff. 
1 Jowett, The Eps. of St. Paul, 1855, i. p. 326, 339. 
4 We do not think it worth while to refer to the argument that the col

lections made by Paul for the poor of Jerusalem, &c., in times of distress 
proves the unanimity which prevailed between them. Charity is not a 
matter of doctrine, and the Good Samaritan docs not put the suffering 
man through hie catechism before he relieves his wants. 
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cannot be established, but on the contrary must be 
much widened before it can justly be taken as that ex
isting between Paul and the elder Apostles. "re do not 
go so far as to say that there was open enmity between 
them, or active antagonism of any distinct character 
on the part of the 'l'wcl ve to the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
but there is every reason to believe that they not only 
disliked his teaching, Lut endeavoured to counteract it hy 
their own ministry of the circumcision. They not only 
diJ not restrain the opposition of their followers, but they 
abetted them in their counter-assertion of judaistic vie.ws. 
Had the Twcl vc felt any cordial fricn<l~hip for Paul, and 
exhibited any active de::;ire for the success of his ministry 
of the uncircumcision, it is quite impossible tliat his work 
could 11ave been so conti11uously and vexatiously impeded 
by the persecution of the Jewish Christian party. The 
Apostles may not Lave possessed sufficient influence or 
authority entirely to control the action of adherents, but 
it woulJ be folly to suppose that, if unanimity of views 
had prevailed between them and Paul, and a firm and 
consistent support had been extended to him, such 
systematic resistance as he everywhere encountered from 
the pa.rty professing to be led by the "pillar" Apostles could 
have been seriously maiutained, or that he could have 
been left alone and unaided to struggle against it. If the 
relations between Paul and the Twelve had been such 
as are intimated in the Acts of the Apostles, his epistles 
must have presented undoubted evidence of the fact. 
Both negatively and positively they testify the absence of 
all support, and the existence of antagonistic influence 
on the part of the elder Apostles, and external evidence 
fully confirms the impresRion which the epistles produce.1 

l " :firer) where in tho Epistles of St. Paul and in the Acts of the 
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From any point of view which may be taken, the 
Apocalypse is an important document in connection 
with this point. If it be accepted as a work of the 
Apostle John-the preponderance of evidence and cri
tical opinion assigns it to him-this book, of course, 
possesses the greatest value as an indication of his views. 
If it be merely regarded as a contemporary writing, it 
still is most interesting as an illustration of the religious 
feeling of the period. The question is : Does the 
Apocalypse contain any reference to the Apostle Paul, or 
throw _light upon the relations between him and the 
elJer Apostles? If it does so, and be the work of one of 
the crrvAot, notl1ing obviously coul<l be more iustruc-

Apostles, wo find traces of an opposition between the Jew and the Gentile, 
the circumcision and the uncircumcision. It is found, not only in the 
Epistle to the Gulatians, but in a scarcely less aggravated form in the 
two Epistles to the Corinthians, softened, iudeod, in the Epistle to the 
Bomans, and yet distinctly traceable in the Epistle to the Philippians; 
the party of the circumcision appearing to triumph in Asia, at the very 
cloee of the Apoetle's life, in the second Epistle to Timothy. In all these 
Epistles we have proofs of a reaction to Judaism, but though they are 
addressed to Churches chiefly of Gentile origin, never of a reaction to 
heathenism. Could this have been the case, unless within the Church 
itself there had been a Jewish party urging upon the members of the 
Church the performance of a rite repulsive in itself, if not as necessary to 
sah-ation, at any rate as a counsel of perfection, seeking to make them in 
Jewish language, not merely proselytes of the gate, but proselytes of 
righteousness ? What, if not this, is the reverse side of the Epistles of 
St. Paul ? that is to say, the motives, object, or basis of teaching of his 
opponents, who came with 'epistles of commendation ' to the Church of 
Corinth, 2 Cor. iii. 1 ; who profess themselves ' to be Christ's' in a special 
eense, 2 Cor. x. 7; who say they are of Apollos, or Cephas, or Christ, 
1Cor.i.12; or James, Gal. ii 12; who preach Christ of contention, Phil. 
i. la, 17; who deny St. Paul's authority, 1 Cor. ix. 1, Gal. iv. 16; who 
slander his life, 1 Cor. ix. 3, 7. We moot these persons at every tum. 
Are they the same, or different ? Aro they mere chance opponents ? or 
do they repre~nt to us one spirit, one mission, one determination to root 
out the Apostle and his doctrine from the Christian Church? Nothing 
but the fragmentary character of 8t. Paul's writings would conceal 
from 1lll the fa.ct, that hero was a concerted nnd continuous opposition." 
Juwetl, The Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 332 f, 
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tive. In the messages to the seven churches, there 
are references and denunciations which, in the opinion of 
many able critics, are directed against the Apostle of the 
Gentiles and his characteristic teaching.1 'Vho but Paul 
and his followers can be referred to in the Epistle to the 
Church of Ephesus : " I know thy works, and thy labour, 
and thy patience, and that thou canst not bear wicked 
persons : and didst try them which say they are Apostles 
and are not, and didst find them liars '' ? 2 Paul himself 
informs us not only of his sojourn in Ephesus, where 
he believed that " a great and effectual door" was opened 
to him, but adds, " there are many adversaries " 
(aVTLKElp.&0£ 7ToA>..ol).3 The foremost charge brought 
against the churches is that they have those that hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling
block before the sons of Israel, " to eat things offered 
unto idols." • The teaching of Paul upon this point is 

1 Baur, K. G., i. p. 80 ff.; Hilgenfeld, Einl., p. 413 ff.; Keim, Jesu v. 
Nazara, i. p. 160, anm. 2; Kre11kel, Protestanten Bib. N. T. 18i4, p. 
1003; Rena11, St. Paul, p. 303 ff., 367 f.; Ro"«ra, Heeft Paulus zich ter 
verdedig. vau zijn A post. op Wond. beroepen? 1870, p. 32 f.; &JunJ,;,el, 

Das Chistusbild d. Ap. 1879, p. 103 tr.; Scl1wegler, Da.s nachap. Z., i. p. 
172 f., ii. p. 116; Volk111ar, Comm. Offonb. Johannis, 1862, p. 25 ff., 80 ff.; 
Tjee11k Willi11k, Just. Mart., p. 44; Ztller, Vortrage, p. 215 f. Cf. HauaratA, 
in Sohenkel's B. L. i. p. 163; Kwtlill, Lehrb. d. EY. u. Br. Johannis, 
1843, p. 486 f.; Ritschl, Entst. altk. K., p. 13-1 f. 

' ii. 2. 3 1 Cor. xvi. 9. 
4 Apoc. ii. 14, 20. We do not enter upon the discll88ion as to the exact 

interpretation of trop11<vuai, which is always associated with the c/Ja'rU. 
1l~C11X68wa, regarding which opinions differ very materially. It ia pro
bable that the apocalyptist connected the eating of things offered to idols 
with actual idolatrous worship. It is not improbable that the maxim ot 
Paul: "all things are lawful unto mo" (mivra I"'' ;E'CrT"')• 1 Cor. Ti. 12, 
x. 23, may havo been abused by his followers, and, in any case, such 
a sentiment, coupled with Paul's teaching and his abandonment of the 
Law, must have appeared absolute license to thojudaistic party. We 
m~t also pass over the discussion regarding tho signification ot ":Balaam." 
This and other points aro fully dealt with by several of the writers indi-
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well known, 1 Cor. viii. 1 ff., x. 25 ff., Rom. xiv. 2 ff., 
and the reference here cannot be mistaken ; and when 
in the Epistle to the church of Thyatira, after denouncing 
the teaching " to eat things offered unto idols," the 
Apocalyptist goes on tu encourage those who have not 
this teaching, " who knew not the depths of Satan, (rel. 
{30.0.,, Tov ua.Ta.va.), 1 as they say " the expression of Paul 
himself is taken to denounce his doctrine ; for the 
Apostle, defending himself against the attacks of those 
parties " of Cephas " and " of Christ" in Corinth, writes: 
"But Goel revealed (them) to us through his Spirit; 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, even the depths of 
God" (Ta /JO.fir, Tov 8Eoii)-" the depths of Satan" 
rather, retorts the judaistic author of the Apocalypse. 
Ta {30.0.,, does not occur elsewhere in the New Testa
ment. Again, in the address to the churches of Smyrna 
and Philadelphia, when the writer denounces those 
"who say that they are Jews, and are not, but a syna
gogue of Satan," 2 whom bas he in view but those 
Christians whom Paul had taught to consider cir
cumcision unnecessary and the law abrogated? We 
find Paul in the Epistle to the Corinthians, so often 
quoted, obliged to defend himself against these judaising 
parties upon this very point : " Are they Hebrews ? so 
am I. Are they Israelites ? so am I. Are they Abra
ham's seed? so am I.'' 3 It is manifest that his adver
saries had vaunted their own J ewiah origin as a title 
of superiority over the Apostle of the Gentiles. "re 

cated in note 1 p. 314. The Nicolaitans are not only classed as followers 
of the teaching of Balaam, but as adheronta of Paul. 

1 Apoc. ii. 24. This is the reading of ~. P, and some other codices; 
A, B, C, read Ta {Ja8ia. 

2 Apoc. ii. 9, iii. 9. 
1 2 Cor. xi. 22 ; cf. Philip. iii. 4 ff. 
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have, however, further evidence of tl1e same attack upon 
Paul regarding this point. Epiphanius points out that 
the Ebionites denied that Paul was a Jew, and asserted 
that he was born of a Gentile father and mother, but 
that, having gone up to Jerusalem, he became a proselyte 
an<l submitted to circumcision in tlie hope of marrying a 
daughter of the high priest. But afterwar<ls, according 
to them, enraged at not securing the maiden for his 
wife, Paul wrote against circumcision and the Sabbath 
and the law.1 The Apostle Paul, whose c.onstant labour 
it was to destroy the particularism of the Jew, and raise 
the Gentile to full, free, and equal participation with him 
in the benefits of the New Covenant, coul<l not but incur 
the bitter displeasure of the Apocalyptii;t, for whom the 
Gentiles were, as such, the type of all that was common 
and unclean. In the utterances of the seer of Patmos we 
seem to hear the expression of all that judaistic hatred 
and opposition which pursued the Apostle who laid the 
axe to the root of Mosaism and, in his efforts to free 
Christianity from trammels which, more than any other, re
tarded its triumphant development, aroused ~crainst him
self all the virulence of Jewish illiberality and prejudice. 

The results at which we have arrived might be sin
gularly confirmed by an examination of the writings of 
the first two centuries, and by observing the attitude 

I • • • «al fila tro).).a «f"°"1o>11fos fl'tl').fa, clis «al T'oii IlaW.ov lrraiilJa 

«~fs oll« aluxii"°""°' ltr&tr>.ciO'T'o&s T'&O'l rijs """ tnJ&nrOOTA.11 cWni... 
«G«OVf>'Yias w tr>.ci..,,s >.<?ois tl'ffffH'll'fl'O&S. Tapu(a "1• awo•, clis aim>s o~i 
«al olla: dpwiT'cu, >.iyo11ns lE °'Ell~-· a; awo11 "1rwi8flfT'cu, >.a{jOrrfs n;. 
trp0c/xiu&11 la: T"oii T'0trov a,ci T'O tj>iAci>.'18fS w' awoii P,,8i11, ar&, Tapu"1s di", oll« 
a~,_ov trMfo>S tro>.i"IS· Elm tj>aO'«OVO'&lf awo11 fl,.m •Eil'IN, «al •Ell,,..'&f 
l"l"p0S mi •E}.).'ll'OS trOT'pOS traiao. am/jffJ'l«fWJ& a( flS 'JfpoO'MV,_a, ital Xf>O.o11 lni 
l'fl'f"'littlfa&, ltr&T'f8v1''1itflfCU a£ 8vyar(pa T'Oii ifpfOIS trpOS -ycil'Olf ,}yayf O'IJm, mi 
T'OUTOV flffita, trpouf,>.wo11 YflltO'lln& ital trfp&T1''18ii"°'• flTa ,.;, >.o{JOvT'a ,..;,.. «0,-,. 
;.,-.yi.u8cu, cui itOTa lir&To,.;,s yrypa4Ji11CU, a:ai itaT1t ua{Jfj.irnv ital llO~O'ias. 
II:cr. XX:{ . 16. 
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assumed towards the Apostle of the Gentiles by such 
men as Justin Martyr, Papias, Hegesippus, and the 
author of the Clementincs ; but we have already devoted 
too much space to this subject, and here we must re-
luctantly leave it. . 

The steps by which Christianity was gradually freed 
from the trammels of Judaism and became a religion of 
unlimited range and universal fitness were clearly not 
those stated in the Acts of the Apostles. Its emanci
pation from Mosaism was not effected by any liberal 
action or enlightened guidance on the part of the elder 
Apostles. At the death of their :Master, the Twelve re
mained closely united to Judaism, and evidently were left 
without any understanding that Christianity was a new 
religion which must displace Mosaic institutions, and 
replace the unbearable yoke of the law by the divine 
liberty of the Gospel. To the last moment regarding 
which we have any trustworthy information, the Twelve, 
as might have been expected, retained all their early 
religious customs and all their Jewish prejudices. They 
were simply Jews believing that Jes us was the Messiah ; 
and if the influence of Paul enlarged their views upon 
some minor points, we have no reason to believe that 
they ever abandoned their belief in the continued obli
gation of. the law, and the necessity of circumcision for 
full participation in the benefits of the Covenant. The 
author of the Acts would have us believe that they 
required no persuasion, but anticipated Paul in the 
Gospel of uncircumcision. It is not within the scope 
of this work to inquire how Paul originally formed 
his views of Christian universalism. Once formed, it 
is easy to understand how rapidly they must have 
been developed an<l confirmed by experience amongst 
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the Gentiles. 'Vhilst the Twelve st.ill remained in 
the narrow circle of Judaism and could not be moved 
beyond the ministry of the circumcision, Paul, in the 
larger and freer field of the world, must daily have felt 
more convinced that the abrogation of the Law and the 
abandonment of circumcision were essential to the ex
tension of Christianity amongst the Gentiles. He had 
no easy task, however, to convince others of this, and he 
never succeeded in bringing his elder colleagues over 
to his views. 'f o the end of his life, Paul had to con
tend with bigoted and narrow-minded opposition within 
the Christian body, and if his views ultimately triumphed, 
and the seed which he sowed eventually yielded a rich 
harvest, he himself did not live to see the day, and the 
end was attained only by slow and natural changes. The 
new religion gradually extended' beyond the limits of 
Judaism. Gentile Christians soon outnumbered Jewish 
believers. 'l'he Twelve whose names were the strength of 
the judaistic opposition one by one passed away ; but, 
above all, the fall of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the 
Christian community secured the success of Pauline prin
ciples and the universalism of Christianity. The Church of 
Jerusalem could not bear transplanting. In the uncongenial 
soil of Pella it graduaUy dwindled away, losing first its 
influence and soon after its nationality. The divided 
members of the Jewish party, scattered amongst the 
Gentiles, and deprived of their influential leaders, could 
not long retard the progress of the liberalism which 
they still continued to oppose and to misrepresent. 
In a word, the emancipation of Christianity wa~ not 
effected by the Twelve, was no work of councils, and no 
result of dreams ; but, receiving its first great impulse 
from the genius and the energy of Paul, its ultimate 
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achievement was the result of time and natural develop
ment. 

We have now patiently considered the " Acts of the 
Apostles," and although it has in no way been our design 
exhaustively to examine its contents, we have more than 
sufficiently done so to enable the reader to understand 
the true character of the document. The author is un
known, and it is no longer possible to identify him. If 
he were actually the Luke whom the Church indicates, 
our results would not be materially affected; but the mere 
fact that the writer is unknown is obviously fatal to the 
Acts as a guarantee of miracles. A cycle of super
natural occurrences could scarcely, in the estimation of 
any rational mind, be established by the statement of an 
anonymous author, and more especially one who not only 
does not pretend to have been an eye-witness of most 
of the miracles, but whose nanative is either uncorro
borated by other testimony or inconsistent with itself, 
and contradicted on many points by contemporary docu
ments. The phenomena presented by the Acts of the 
Apostles become perfectly intelligible when we recognize 
that it is the work of a writer living long after the 
occurrences related, whose pious imagination furnished 
the apostolic age with an elaborate system of supernatural 
agency, far beyond the conception of any other New 
Testament writer, by which, according to his view, the 
proceedings of the Apostles were furthered and directed, 
and the infant Church miraculously fostered. On ex
amining other portions of his narrative, we find that they 
present the features which the miraculous elements ren
dered antecedently probable. The speeches attributed to 
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different speakers are all cast in the same mould, and 
betray the composition of one and the same writer. The 
sentiments expressed arc inconsistent with what we know 
.of the various speakers. And when we test the circum
stances related hy previous or subsequent incidents and 
by trustworthy documents, it becomes apparent that the 
narrative is not an impartial statement of facts, but a 
reproduction of legends or a development of tradition, 
shaped and coloured according to the purpose or the 
pious views of the writer. The Acts of the Apostles, 
therefore, is not only an anonymous work, but upon due 
examination its claims to be considered sober and ve
racious history must be emphatically rejected. It cannot 
strengthen the foundations of supernatural Religion, but, 
on the contrary, by its profuse and indiscriminate use 
of the miraculous it discredits miracles, and affords a 
clearer insight into their origin and fictitious character. 
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PART V. 

THE DIRECT EVIDENCE FOR MIRACLES. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE EPISTLES AND THE APOCALYPSE. 

TURNING from the Acts of the Apostles to the other 
works of the New Testament, we shall be able very 
briefly to dispose of the Catholic Epistles, the Epistle to 
the Hebrews and the Apocalypse. The so-called Epistles 
of James, Jude, and John, do not contain any evidence 
which, even supposing them to be authentic, really bears 
upon our inquiry into the reality of Miracles and Divine 
Revelation; and the testimony of the Apocalypse affects 
it quite as little. We have already, in examining the 
fourth Gospel, had occasion to say a good deal regarding 
both the so-called Epistles of John and the Apocalypse. 
It is unnecessary to enter upon a more minute discussion 
of them here. ''Seven books of the New Testament," 
writes Dr. Westcott, "as is well known, have been re
ceived into the Canon on evidence less complete thau 
that by which the others are supported." 1 These are 
"the Epistles of James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, 
to the Hebrews, and the Apocalypse." We have already 
furnished the means of j.udging of the nature of the 

1 On the Caugu, 4th eJ., p. 3-1 i. 
VOL. UL y 
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evidence upon which some of the other books have been 
received into the Canon, and the evidence for most of the8e 
being avowedly " less complete," its nature may be con
ceived. Works which for a long period were classed 
amongst the Antilegomena, or disputed books, and which 
only slowly acquired authority as, in the lapse of time, it 
became more difficult to examine their claims, could not 
do much to establish the reality of miracles. With re
gard to the Epistle to the Hebrews, we may remark that 
we are freed from any need to deal at length with it, not 
only by the absence of any specific evidence in its con
tents, but by the following consideration. If the Epistle 
be not by Paul,-and it not only is not his, but does not 
even pretend to be so,-the author is unknown, and there
fore the document has no weight as testimony. On the 
other hand, if assigned to Paul, we shall have sufficient 
ground in his genuine epistles for considering the evi
dence of the Apostle, and it could not add anything 
even if the Epistle to the Hebrews were included in the 
number. 

The first Epistle of Peter might have required more 
detailed treatment, but we think that little could be 
gained by demonstrating that the document is not au
thentic, or showing that, in any case, the evidence which 
it could furnish is not of any value. On the other hand, 
we are averse to protract the argument by any elabora
tion of mere details which can be avoided. If it could be 
absolutely proved that the Apostle·Peter wrote the epistle 
circulating under his name, the evidence for miracles 
would only be strengthened by the fact that, incident
ally, the doctrine of the Resurrection of Jesus is main
tained. No historical details are given, and no explana· 
tion of the reasons for which the writer believed in it. 
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Nothing more would be proved than the point that Peter 
himself believed in the Resurrection. It would certainly 
be a matter of very deep interest if we possessed a nar
rative written liy the apostle himself, giving minute and 
accurate details of the phenomena in consequence of 
which he believed in so miraculous an event ; but since 
this epistle does nothing more than allow us to infer tfie 
personal belief of the writer, unaccompanied by corro
borative evidence, we should not gain anything by ac
cepting it as genuine. \Ve are quite willing to assume, 
without further examination, that the Apostle Peter in 
some way believed in the Resurrection of his Master. 
For the argument regarding the reality of tbatst.upendous 
miracle, upon which we are about to enter, this is tanta
mount to assuming the authenticity of the epistle. 

Coming to the Epistles of Paul, it will not be necessary 
to go into the evidence for the various letters in our New 
'festament which are ascribed to him, nor shall we re
quire to state the grounds upon which the authenticity of 
many of them is denied. Accepting the Epistles to the 
Galatians, Corinthians and Romans in the main as genuine 
compositions of the Apostle, the question as to the origin 
of the rest, so far as our inquiry is concerned, has little or 
no interest. From these four letters we obtain the whole 
evidence of Paul regarding miracles, and tliis we now 
propose carefully to examine. One point in particular 
demands our fullest attention. It is undeniable that Paul 
preached the doctrine of the Resurrection and Ascension 
of Jesus, and believed in those events. \Vhilst, therefore, 
we shall not pass over his supposed testimony for the 
possession of miraculous powers, we shall chiefly devote 
our attention to his evidence for the central dogmas of 
Supernatural Religion, the Resun-ection and Ascension of 

y 2 
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Jesus. We shall not, however, limit our examination 
to the testimony of Paul, but, as the climax of the 
historical argument for miracles, endeavour to ·ascertain 
the exact nature of the evidence upon which belief is 
claimed for the actual occurrencP- of those stupendous 
events. For this, our inquiry into the authorship and 
credibility of the historical books of the New Testament 
has at length prepared us, and it will be admitted that, 
in subjecting these asserted miracles to calm and fear
less scrutiny-untinged by irreverence or disrespect, if 
personal earnestness and sincere sympathy with tho8e 
who believe are any safeguards,-the whole theory of 
Christian miracles will be put to its final test. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE EVIDENCE OF PAUL. 

IT is better, before proceeding to examine the testimony 
of Paul for the ·Resurrection, to clear the way by consider
ing his evidence for miracles in general, apart from that 
specific instance. In an earlier portion of this work 1 the 
following remark was made: "'fhroughout the New 
Testament, patristic literature, and the records of eccle
siastical miracles, although we have narratives of countless 
wonderful works performed by others than the writer, and 
abundant assertion of the possession of miraculous power 
by the Church, there is no instance whatever, that we 
can remember, in which a writer claims to have him
self performed a miracle." 2 It is asserted that this 
stat em en t is erroneous, and that Paul does advance 
this claim.3 It may be well to quote the moderate 

I i. p. 20() f. 
' Dr. Kuenen ha.s marfo a very similar remark regarding the Old Tes

tament. He says: "When Ezra and Nehemiab relate to us what they 
themselves did or experienced, there does not appear w their narratives u 
Bingle departure from the common order of things. On the other hand, 
theee departures are very numerous in the accounts which are separated 
by a greater or lesser interval from the time to which they refer." De 
God.edienst van Israel, 1869, i. p. 22. 

1 J>r. We.atcott, speaking of the author of S. R., says: " He is far more 
familiar, unless I am mistaken, with some modem German and Dutch 
speculations on the Gospels and early Church history, than with the New 
Testament itself ...• " (and in a note to this) "One or two examples 
of grave inaccuracy as to the letter of the New Testament may be given 
to justify my statement," •.. and after quoting from the li.bovo pu-

Digitized by Goog I e 



326 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

words in which a recent able writer states the case, 
although not with immediate reference to the particular 
passage which we have quoted. " ... In these undoubted 
writings St. Paul certainly shows by incidental allusions, 
the good faith of which cannot be questioned, that he be
lieved himself to be endowed with the power of working 
miracles, and that miracles, or what were thought to be 
such, were actually wrought both by him and by his con
temporaries. He reminds the Corinthians that 'the signs 
of an Apostle were wrought among them . . . in signs, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds' (l:v <nJp.£{o,i; Ka.l rlpa.<n Kal 

8vvaµ.£u,-the usual words for the higher forms of miracle 
-2 Cor. xii. 12). He tells the Romans that 'he will not 
dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not 
wrought by 1 him to make the Gentiles obedient, by word 
and deed, through mighty signs and wonders, by the power 
of the Spirit of God' (l:v 8vvaµ.£' <nJp.dwv Ka.l nparwv, £v 
8vvaµ.£' 1n1£vµ.aroi; 8£ov, Rom. xv. 18, 19). He asks the 

sago : "There is no instance . • . • " to " claims to have himself per
formed a miracle," Dr. Westcott adds: "Can the writer have forgotten 
Rom. xv. 19; 2 Cor. xii. 12 P" On the Canon, 4th ed., 1874, p. :xxx. 
Dr. Lightfoot says: "Thus again, he can remember' no instance what
ever,' where a New Testament writer 'claims to have himself per
formed a miracle,' though St. Paul twice speaks of hie exercising 
thid power ae a recogni7.ed and patent fact (note, Rom. :xv. 19; 2 C.Or. 
xii. 12). The point to bo observed is, that St. Paul treats the fact 
of hie working miracles as a matter of course, to which a passing refer
ence ie sufficient." Tho C.Ontemporary Review, May, 18i5, p. SM. May 
I suggest that the defence of Christianity from an " attack" made in a 
very serious and inquiring spirit has, on the part of these two writers, 
perhaps rather too much taken the shape of picking out a few supposed 
errors of detail, and triumphantly shaking them with a persistence not 
characteristic of strength. To twit an adyancing foe with having loat a 
button of hie tunic will scarcely repel his charge. 

' Theso words are printed " in him," but we venture to correct what 
seems evidently to be a mere misprint, substituting "by," (~ui) as in 
the authorized version, to which Mr. Sanday adheres throughout the 
whole of these passages, even whe11. it does not represent the actual 
sense of the original. 
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Galatians whether ' he that ministereth to them the Spirit, 
and worketh miracles (o l.11£pyw11 8wa1-mi;) among them, 
doeth it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith?' (Gal. iii. 5.) In the first Epistle to the Corin
thians, he goes somewhat elaborately into the exact place 
in the Christian economy that is to be assigned to the 
working of miracles and gifts of healing (1 Cor. xii. 10, 
28, 29)." 1 

We shall presently examine these passages, but we 
must ·first briefly deal with the question whether, taken 
in any sense, they furnish an instance "in which a writer 
claims to have himself performed a mi'ra.cle." It must be 
obvious to any impa1 tial reader, that the remark made in 
the course of our earlier argument precisely distinguished 
the general " assertion of the possession of miraculous 
power by the Church," from the explicit claim to have 
personally performed "a miracle " in the singular. If, 
therefore, it were even admitted "that St. Paul treats the 
fact of his working miracles as a matter of course, to 
which a passing reference 'is sufficient," such " incidental 
allusions " would not in the least degree contradict the 
statement made, but, being the only instances producible, 
would in fact completely justify it. General and vague 
references of this kind have by no means the force of a 
definite claim to have performed some particular miracle. 
They partake too much of that indiscriminate impres
sion of the possession and common exercise of miraculous 
powers which characterized the "age of miracles" to 
have any force. The desired instance, which is not forth
coming, and to which alone reference was made, was a case 
in which, instead of vague expressions, a writer, stating 
with precision the particulars, related that he himself had, 

1 Sanday, the Gospels in tho Second Contury, 18i6, p. 11. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



328 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

for instance, actually raised some person from the dead. 
As we then added, even if Apostles had chronicled their 
miracles, the argument for their reality would not have 
been much advanced; but it is a curious phenomenon not 
undeserving of a moment's attention that apologists can 
only refer to such general passages, and cannot quote an 
instance in which a specific miracle is related in detail by 
the person who is supposed to have performed it. Pass
ing references on a large scale to the exercise of miraculous 
power, whilst betraying a suspicious familiarity with phe
nomena of an exceptioual nature, offer too much latitude 
for inaccuracy and imagination to have the weight of an 
affirmation in which the mind has been sobered by con
centration to details. "Signs and wonders," indefinitely 
alluded to, may seem much more imposing and astonish
ing than they really are, and it may probably be admitted 
by everyone that, if we knew the particulars of the occur
rences which are thus vaguely indicated and which may 
l1ave been consitlered miraculous in a superstitious age, 
they might to us possibly appear no miracles at all. 
General expressions are liable to an exaggeration from 
which specific allegations arc more frequently free. If it 
be conceded that the Apostle Paul fully believed in the 
possession by himself and the Church of di vine Charismata, 
the indefinite expression of that belief, in any form, must 
not be made equivalent to an explicit claim to have per
formed a certain miracle, the particulars of which are 
categorically stated. 

Passing from this, however, to the more general ques
tion, the force of some of these objections will be better 
understood when we consider the passages in the Epistles 
which are quoted as expressing Paul's belief in miracles, . 
and endeavour to ascertain his real views : what it is he 
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actually says regarding miracles; and what are the pheno
mena which are by him considered to be miraculous. We 
shall not waste time in considering how, partly through 
the influence of the Septuagint, the words <rrJJLE'iov, rlpa.i:;, 
and 81'vaµ.''> came to be used in a peculiar manner by 
New Testament writers to indicate miracles. It may, 
however, be worth while to pause for a moment to ascer
tain the sense in which Paul, who wrote before there was 
a "New Testament" at all, usually employed these words. 
In the four Epistles of Paul the word <rrJJLEwv occurs six 
t.imes. In Rom. iv. 11 Abraham is said to have received 
the " sign (<rrJp.E'iov) of circumcision," in which there is 
nothing miraculous. In 1 Cor. i. 22 it is said : " Since 
both Jews require signs ( <rrJp.E'ia.) 1 and Greeks seek after 
wisdom ;" and again, 1 Cor. xiv. 22 : "Wherefore the 
tongues are for a sign (<rrJp.E'iov) not to the believing but to 
the unbelieving," &c. We shall have more to say regard
ing these passages presently, but just now we merely 
quote them to show the use of the word. The only other 
places in which it occurs 2 are those pointed out, and which 
are the subject of our discussion. In Rom. xv. 19 the 
word is used in the plural and combined with rlpa.t;: "in 
the power of signs and wonders" (<rrJp.Elwv Ka' rEpcfrwv); 
and in the second passage, 2 Cor. xii. 12, it is employed 
twice, " the signs (rel. <rrJJLE'ia.) of t.he apostle " and the 
second time again in combination with rlpa.'> and 8waµ.,i:;, 
"both in signs" (<rrJp.Efo,i;}, &c. The word rlpa.'> is only 
twice met with in Paul's writings; that is to say, in Rom. 
xv. 19 and 2 Cor. xii. 12 ; and on both occasions, as we 

1 The singular 011µE'io11 of the authorized version must be abandoned 
before the almost unanimous testimony of all the older MSS. 

2 In the Epistles which bear the name of Paul it is only to be found iu 
2 J:hess. ii. 9, iii. Ii. 
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have just mentioned, it is combined with CTTJJLEWv.1 On 
the other hand, Paul uses 8waµ,t~ no less than 34 times 2 

and, leaving for the present out of the question the pas
sages cited, upon every occasion, except one, perhaps, the 
word has t.he simple signification of" power." The one 
exception is Rom. viii. 38, where it occurs in the plural: 
8vvaµ,EL~ "powers," the Apostle expressing his persuasion 
that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of 
God, " nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers (8vvaµ,EL~), nor 
height, nor depth," &c., &c. In 1 Cor. xiv. 11, where 
the authorized version renders the original : " Therefore, 
if I know not the meaning (8v11aµ,w) of the voice,'' it has 
still the same sense. 

Before discussing the passages before us we must 
point out that there is so much doubt, at least, regard
ing the authenticity of the last two chapters of the 
Epistle to the Romans that the passage, Rom. xv. 18, 19, 
can scarcely be presented as evidence on such a point as 
the reality of miracles. 'Ve do not intend to debate 
the matter closely, but shall merely state a few of the 
facts of the case and pass on, for it would not materially 
affect our argument if the passage were altogether beyond 
susp1c10n. The Epistle, in our authorized text, ends with 
a long and somewhat involved doxology, xvi. 25-27; and 
we may point out here that it had already seemed to be 
brought to a close not only at the end of chapter xv. 
(33) but also at xvi. 20. The doxology, xvi. 25-27, which 

' T(pas- is only met witb elsewhere in the New Testament five times: 
Mt. xxiv. 24, Mk. xiii. 22, John iv. 48, 2 Thess. ii. 9, Heb. ii. 4. 

'Rom. i. 4, 16, 20, nii.38, ix. Ii, xv. 13, xv. 19 (twice), 1 Cor. i. 18, 2-l, 
ii. 4, 6, iv. 19, 20, v. 4, vi. 14, xii. 10, 28, 29, xiv. 11, :xv. 24, 43, 56, 
'.? r. i. S, iv. i , vi. i , >iii. 3 (twice), xii. 9 (twice), 12, xiii. 4 (twice), and 
Go..!. iii. 6. 
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more particularly demands our attention, is stated by 
Origen1 to be placed in some M:SS at the end of ch. xiv.; 
and a similar statement is made by Cyril, Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Theophylact and others. We find these 
verses actually so placed in L, and in upwards of 220 out 
of 250 cursive MSS. of Byzantine origin, in an account 
of ancient MSS. in Cod. 66, in most of the Greek Lection
aries, in the Slavonic and later Syriac versions as also 
in the Gothic, Arabic, (in the polyglot and h·iglot text) 
and some MSS. of the Armenian. They are inserted both 
at the end of xiv. and at the end of the Epistle by the 
Alexandrian Codex,2 one of the most ancient manuscripts 
extant, and by some other MSS.3 Now, how came this doxo
logy to be placed at all at the end of chapter xiv. ? The 
natural inference is that it was so placed because that was 
the end of the Epistle. Subsequently, chapters xv. and xvi. 
being added, it is supposed that the closing doxology was 
removed from the former position and placed at tae end of 
the appended matter. This inference is supported by the 
important fact that, as we learn from Origen,' the last two 

1 '' ••• In aliia vero exemplaribus, id est, in his qum non sunt a Marcione 
temerata, hoo ipsum caput (xvi. 25-27) diverse positum invenimus. In 
nonnullis eteoim oodicibus post eum locum, quem supra diximus, hoc est 
• omne quod non est ex fide peccatum est' (xiv. 23) st.atim cohmrens habe
tur: 'ei autem, qui potens est vos confirme.re' (xvi. 25- 27). Alii vero 
codices in fine id, ut nunc est positum continent." Comment. ad Rom. 
xvi. 25. This passage is only ext.ant in the Latin version of Rufi.nus. 

: xvi. 24 is wholly omitted by the Alexandrian, Vatican, and Sine.itic 
codices, and also by C and some other MSS. 

> It is unnecessary for us to state that other codices, as B, C, D, E, N, 
and some ciirsive MSS., have the verses only at the end of xvi. ; nor that 
they are omitted altogether by F, G, D *"**,and by MSS. referred to by 
Jerome. 

4 "Caput hoc (xvi. 25-27) Marcioo, a quo Scripturro evangelic.'D atque 
apostolicre interpolatm aunt, de hac epistola pcnitus abstulit. Et non sol um 
hoc, sed et o.b eo loco, ubi scriptum est ; Omne o.utem quod non ex fide, 
poccatum est (xiv. 23), usque ad finem cuncta dissecuit." Comment. o.d 
Rom. xvi. 2o. We shall not discuss the difference between "abstulit "o.nd 
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chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, including the 
doxology (xvi. 25-27} did not exist in Marcion's text, the 
most ancient form of it of which we have any knowledge. 
Tertullian, who makes no reference to these two chapters, 
speaks of the passage, Rom. xiv. 10, as at the close (in 
clausula) of the epistle, 1 and he does not call any attention 
to their absence from Marcion's Epistle. Is it not reason
able to suppose that they did not form part of his copy ? 
In like manner Irenreus, who very frequently quotes from 
the rest of the Epistle, nowhere shows acquaintance with 
these chapters. The first writer who distinctly makes use 
of any part of them is Clement of Alexandria. It has 
been argued both that Marcion omitted the two chapters 
because they contain what was opposed to his views, and 
because they had no dogmatic matter to induce him to 
retain them; but, whilst the two explanations destroy each 
other, neither of them is more than a supposition to 
account for the absence of what, it may with equal 
propriety be conjectured, never formed part of his text. 

The external testimony, however, does not stand alone, 
but is supported by very strong internal evidence. ·we 
shall only indicate one or h,·o points, leaving those who 
tlc~irc to go more deeply into the discussion to refer to 
works more particularly concerned with it, which we shall 
:uilicicutly indicate. It is a very singular thing that 
>aul, who, when he wrote this epistle had never been in 
~ome, should be intimately acquainted with so many 
er ons there. The fact that there was much intercourse 

"cli .· cuit," nor tho int<'rprotation given by Nitzach (Zeitschr. hist. 
Thwl.. 11\flO, p. 2 5 ff.) to the lnttor word. Most critics agree that 

[arcion nltog thor omit! l the chnptcrs. 
1 Adv. Maw. , .• H ; ltih1,d1, Da N. T. Tertullian's, 1871, p. 3-19. Tho 

Tertullian' writings in wh ich r<'ference is supposed to be 
which are 11uott!d by lio1uch (p. 3i10) do not show 
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between Rome and other countries by no means accounts 
for the simultaneous presence there of so many of the 
Apostle's personal friends. Aquila and Priscilla, who are 
saluted (xvi. 3), were a short time before (1 Cor. xvi. 19) 
in Ephesus.• It may, moreover, be remarked as a sugges
tive fact that when, according to the Acts (xxviii. 14 ff.), 
Paul very soon afterwards arriv"ed in Rome, most of these 
friends seem to have disappeared, 2 and the chief men of 
the Jews called together by Paul do not seem to be 
aware of the existence of a christian body at Rome.3 

Another point is connected with the very passage which 
has led to this discussion. xv. 18, 19 read : 18. " For I will 
not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought by me, in order to (El~) the obedience 
of the Gentiles, by word and deed, 19. in the power of 
signs and wonders (lv Swap.Et <rrJp.Elwv 1eal TEpaTwv) in 
the power of the Spirit ( & Swap.Et 'TT11Evµ.a.To~) ; so that 
from Jerusalem and round about unto Illyricum, I have 
fully preached the Gospel of Christ; " &c. The statement 
that " from Jerusalem " he had " fully preached" the 
Gospel is scarcely in agreement with the statement in 
the Epistle to the Galatians i. 17-23, ii. 1 ff. Moreover, 
there is no confirmation anywhere of the Apostle's having 
preached as far as Illyricum, which was then almost 
beyond the limits of civilization. Baur suggests that in 
making his ministry commence at Jerusalem, there is too 
evident a concession made to the Jewish Christians, accord
ing to whom every preacher of the Gospel must naturally 
commence his career at the holy city. It would detain 
us much too long to enter upon an analysis of these two 

1 The writer of 2 Tim. iv. 19 represents them as in Ephesus. 
' Credner, Einl. N. T., i. p. 387; Schwegler, Das nachap. Zoit., ii. 

p. 124, anm. 2. 
1 Acts xxviii. 21, 22. 
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chapters, and to show the repetition in them of what has 
already been said in the earlier part of the Epistle; the 
singular analogies presented with the Epistles to the 
Corinthians, not of the nature of uniformity of style, but 
of imitation ; the peculiarity of the mention of a journey 
to Spain as the justification of a passing visit to Rome, 
and perhaps a further apology for even writing a letter to 
ti1e Church there which another had founded; the sus
picious character of the names which are mentioned in 
the various clauses of salutation ; and to state many other 
still more important objections which various critics have 
advanced, but which would require more elaborate expla
nation than can possibly be given here. It will suffice for 
us to mention that the phenomena presented by the two 
chapters are so marked and curious that for a century they 
have largely occupied the attention of writers of all shades 
of opinion, and called forth very elaborate theories to 
account for them ; the apparent necessity for which in itself 
shows the insecure position of the passage. Semler, 1 with
out denying the Pauline authorship of the two chapters, 
con. idered they dicl not properly beloug to the Epistle 

the omans. He supposed xvi. 3-16 to have been 
merely for the messenger who carried the Epistle, 

the per ·on. to w horn salutations were to be 
d to these ch. xv. was to be specially delivered. 

rcrl ch. xv. to be a separate letter, ad
to the lead r of the Roman Church, 

th Epi ·tle to the community in general. 
1 being sealed up and ready for any oppor-

1 mi~ ion, hut none presenting itself before 

ep. P. ad Rom. l 76i; Paraphr. episl ad 
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his arrival in Corinth, the apostle there, upon an additional 
sheet, wrote xvi. and entrusted it with the letter to Phcebe. 
Eichhorn 1 supposed that the parchment upon which the 
Epistle was written was finished at xiv. 23; and, as Paul 
and his scribe had only a small sheet at hand, the doxology 
only, xvi. 25-27, was written upon the one side of it, and 
on the other the greetings and the apostolic benediction, 
xvi. 21-24, and thus the letter was completed; but, as it 
could not immediately be forwarded, the apostle added a 
fly-leaf with ch. xv. Bertholdt 2 Guericke 3 and others 
adopted similar views more or less modified, representing 
the close of the Epistle to have been formed by successive 
postscripts. More recently, Renan •has affirmed the epistle 
to be a circular letter addressed to churches in Rome, 
Ephesus, and other places, to each of which only certain 
portions were transmitted with appropriate salutations and 
endings, which have all been collected into the one Epistle 
in the form in which we have it. David Schulz con
jectured that xvi. 1-20 was an epistle written from Rome 
to the church at Ephesus ; and this theory was substan
tially adopted by Ewald,-who held that xvi. 3-20 was part 
of a lost epistle to Ephesus,-and by many other critics.5 

Of course the virtual authenticity of the xv.-xvi. chapters, 
nearly or exactly as they are, is affirmed by many writers. 
Baur, however, after careful investigation, pronounced the 
two chapters inauthentic, and in this he is followed by 
able critics.6 Under all these circumstances it is obvious 

: Eiul. iii. 232 ff. 2 Einl. viii. p. 3303 ff. 
3 Gesammtgesch. N. T., p. 32i f. 4 St. Paul, 1869, p. lxiii. ff. 
• Schulz, Stud. u. Krit. 1829, p. 609 ff. ; Ewald, Sendschr. d. Paulus, 

p. 3ia, anm. p. 428 f. ; Laurent, N. T. Stud., 1866, p. 32 f . ; Mangold, 
Romerbr., 1866, p. 38, 62; Riuchl, Jahrb. deutsche Th., 1866, p. 352; 
Reuu, Oesch. N. T., p. 98; Schott, Isagoge, p. 249 ff.; Weiue, Philos. 
Dogmatik, 1855, i. p. 146. 

6 Bu.ur, Tub. Zcitschr., 1836, iii. p. 9i f. ; Paulus, i. p. 393 ff.; Lw;/it, 
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that we need not occupy ourselves much with the passage 
in Rom. xv. 18, 19, but our argument will equally apply 
to it. In order to complete this view of the materials we 
may simply mention, as we pass on, that the authenticity 
of 2 Cor. xii. 12 has likewise been impugned by a few 
critics, and the verse, or at least the words UT//J.Efu,,~ 1eal 
Tlpa.crw 1<0.'i. 8vv0.p.Ecrw, as well as Rom. xv. 19, declared an 
interpolation. 1 This cannot, however, so far as existing 
evidence goes, be demonstrated ; and, beyond the mere 
record of the fact, this conjecture does not here require 
further notice. 

It may be well, before proceeding to the Epistles to 
the Corinthians, which furnish the real matter for dis
cussion, first to deal with the passage cited from Gal iii 
5, which is as follows:-" He then that supplieth to you 
the Spirit and worketh powers (8vv0.p.Ei~) within you 
(lv vp.w), (doeth he it) from works of law or from hear
ing of faith ? " 2 The authorised version reads : " and 
worketh miracles among you ;" but this cannot be main
tained, and lv vp.w must be rendered "within you," the 
l.v certainly retaining its natural signification when used 
with &EpyEw, the primary meaning of which is itself to 
in-work. The vast majority of critics of all schools agree 
in this view. 3 There is an eTident reference to iii 2, 
Ueb. die beid. letzt. Cap. dee ROmerbr .. 1871; &Jiolkn, TheoL Tijdechr., 
1876, p. 3 ff.; &htotglw, dae nachap. Z • i. p. 296; ii. 123 ff. ; Volkmllr, 
ROmerbr., 1876, p. xv. ff., 129 fl'. Cf. H<litzmann, Zeitschr. wise. Thool., 
1874, p. 611 ff.; Lipeitu1, Protestanten-Bibel, 1872, p. 488, 612, 629; 
Rovera, Heeft Paulus zich op wond. beroep., 1870, p. 16 ff. ; Zeller, Apg. , 
p. 488. Some consider ch. xvi. alone iuauthentio, as: Dawidaon, Iut. N. 
T., ii p. 137; Weiu, Das Marcusevaug., 1872, p. 496, anm. 1. 

1 Matthu, De niewe Richtung, 2de uitg., p. 203 ; Ror.er1, Heeft 
Paulus, &c., 1870, p. 6 ff. ; Theol. Tijdschr., 1870, p. 606 ff. ; &holtm, 
Theol. Tijdechr., 1876, P· 25 r.; Het paul. Ev., p. 464, D. 1. 

' 0 otv ffrlXOf"TY~" "~'· TO 1rWVJ'4 «ai lttpyo>11 bti..O~ns ,,, v~'i11, l~ f/1Y"'• 
,,.;,.,,., ~ l~ da:oijs Jriarn•s ; Gal. iii. 5. 

a So Alford, Bisping Ellicott. Ewald, Grotius, Hofmann, lioltzmann, 
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and to the reception of the Spirit, here further charac
terised as producing such effects within the minds of 
those who receive it,1 the worker who gives the Spirit 
being God. The opinion most commonly held is that 
reforence is here made to the "gifts" (xa.pCuµ.a.Ta.), re
garding which the Apostle elsewhere speaks,2 and which 
we shall presently discuss, but this is by no means cer
tain and cannot be determined. It is equally probabl~ 
that he may refer to the spiritual effect produced upon 
the souls of the Galatians by the Gospel which he so 
frequently represents as a " power" of God. In any 
case, it is clear that there is no external miracle referred 
to here, and even if allusion to Charismata be under
stood we have yet to ascert.ain precisely what these were. 
We shall endeavour to discover whether there was any
thing in the least degree miraculous in these " gifts," but 
there is no affirmation in this passage which demands 
special attention, and whatever general significance it 

Lightfoot, Matthies, Meyer, Olshauson, Schott, Schrader, Usted, de 
Wette, Wieseler, Wordsworth, &c., &c., in I. 

• Olshausen, for instance, £ays: " Das ;., vp.iv ist nicht zu fassen: 
unter euch, sondern=;., 1eapalair vp.wv, in dem <lie Geistcswirkung als oino 
innerliche gedacht ist." Bibi. Comm., iv. p. 58. 

t Dr. Lightfoot says on the wor<ls "t011Epyw11 auv&p.nr ;., vp.iv J Comp. 
1 Cor. xii. 10, '"ffflp.llTO auvap.f(l)JI (with vv. 28, 29), MattL. xiv. 2, al 
3wap.1ir ;.,,pyoiiuw ;., aln-<f> (comp. Mark vi. H). Those passages fa\"our 
the sense • worketh miraculous powers t"n you,' rath<:r than ' worketh 
miracles am<mg you;' and this meaning n.lso accords better with tbu con
text: comp. 1 Cor. xii. 6, o ~( aln-or fhor o ivEpywv Ta mivm *'" 1rn<riv. 
What was the exact nature of these ' powers,' whether they were exerted 
over the physical or the moral world, it is impossible to <letom1inc. 'l'hn 
limitations implied in 1 Cor. xii. 10, and tho general USO of auvap.nr puiut 
rather to the former. It is important to notice how hero, as in th0. 
Epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul assumes the po88ession of theso CJx
traordinary powers by his converts as an acknowledged fact." Ep. to tho 
Gal. p. 135. Cf. Wor<Uworlh, Gk. Test., St. Paul's Epistles, p. fli, arnl 
especially p. 128, where, on 1 Cor. xii. 11, Dr. Wordsworth notes : 
.. ;n{Y'tfi] ilt-u·orkdh," nud quotes Cyril, " •• .• and the Holy Spirit 
wor~ ill every mom her of Chri;;t'11 borly," &c. 

VOi. 111. ii 
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may have will be met when considering the others which 
are indicated. 

The first ~ae in the Epistles to the Corinthians, 
which is pointed out as containing the testimony of Paul 
both to the reality of miracles in general and to the fact 
that he himself performed them, is the following, 2 Cor. 
xii. 12: "Truly the signs (CT"IJP-Eia.) of the Apostle were 
wrought in you ( KO.TEi.py0.u0,, £v vp.w) in al} patience, 
both in signs and wonders and powers (& CT"l}p.Etot.c; TE Ka' 

Tlpaaw Ka.t 8wap.Euw)." 1 ". e have to justify two de
partures in this rendering from that generally received. 
'fhe first of these is the adoption of " wrought in you," 
instead of " wrought among you ;" and the second the 
simple use of " powers " for 8wap.E1.c;, instead of " mighty 
works." 'Ve shall take the second first. \\.,. e have re
ferred to every passage except 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29, in 
which Paul makes use of the word 8wclp.E1.c;, and for
tunately they are sufficiently numerous to afford us a 
good insight into his practice. It need not be said that 
the natural sense of 8wap.Ef.c; is in no case " mighty 
works " or miracles, and that such an application of the 
Greek word is peculiar to the New Testament and, sub
sequently, to Patristic literature. There is, however, no 
ground for attributing this use of the word to Paul. It 
i<J not so used in the Septuagint, and it is quite evident 
that the Apostle does not employ it to express external 
effects or works, but spiritual phenomena or poten· 
tiality. In the passage, Gal. iii. 5, which we have just 
discussed, where the word occurs in the plural, as here, it 
is understood to express "powers." 'Ve may quote the 
r~·udering of that passage by the Bishop of Gloucester: 

1 Ta "'" '"ll'fia roii o71'00T0Xov 1<0T"f1YauS,, '" V1£tl' /,, wcWiJ ~. b 
"'l/J.fio1s n m& Tipau01 «ai 3wa~ffTI"· 2 Cor. xii. 12. 
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"He then, I say, that ministereth to you the Spirit and 
worket11 mighty powers within you, <loeth he z~ by tho 
works of the law or by the report of faith?" 1 Why 
" mighty " should be inserted it is difficult to understand, 
but the word is rightly printed in italics to show that it 
is not actually expressed in the Greek. ''What was 
the exact nature of these ' powers ' . . . it is impossible 
to determine," obs~rves another scholar quoted above/~ 
on the same passage.3 In 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29, where 
the plural 8wcl.p.n~ again occurs, the intention to express 
" powers " ' and not external results-miracles-is per
fectly clear, the word being in the last two verses used 
alone to represent the " gifts." In all of these passages 
the word is the representative of the " powers" and not 
of the " effects." 6 This interpretation is rendered more 
clear by, and at the same time confirms, the preceding 
phrase, ' 1 Were Wrought in you 11 {KaTEtpy0.ufh, W vp.l.11). 
'Powers ' (Swap.Et~), as in Gal. iii. 5, are worked " within 
you," and the rendering of that passage being so settled, 
it becomes authoritative for this. If, however, direct 
confirmation of Paul's meaning be required we have it 
in Rom. vii. 8, where we find the same verb use<l. with 
& in this sense : " But sin . . . . wrought in me 
(Ka.rEtpyauaro lv lp.o'i.) alt.manner of coveting," &c.; and 
with this may also be compared 2 Cor. vii. 11 . . . . 
" h . h . " , • 6 w at earnestness it wroug t m you (KarEipyauaro Ev 

1 Ellicott, St. Paul's Ep. to thti. Galatians, 4th ed., 1867, p. 154 f. 
1 Dr. Lightfoot, see note 2, p. 337. 
3 It ia rendered" vertues" in Wyolifs version. 
4 "3wcii-ms] powera. From peraona he passes to thinga," &c. Words-

11JUrtl1, on I Cor. xii. 28, Gk. Test., St. Paul's Epistles, p. 129. 
' Grotius renders bvvap.*ow=virtutibus ad 2 Cor. xii. 12. Aunot. in 

~. T., vi. 639. 
• '• ia found in C, F, G, and other MSS., although it is omitted in the 

other great codices. This, however, does not affect the argument. 
z 2 
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vµ.l.11). It was thus Paul's habit to speak of spiritual 
effects wrought "within," arid as he referred to the 
"powers" (8vixl.p.Eti;;) worked "within ,, the souls of the 

Galatians, so he speaks of them here as " wrought in" 
the Corinthians. It will become clear as we proceed 
that the addition to 8uV<ip.eti;; of " signs and wonders" 
does not in the least affect this interpretation. In 1 Cor. 
xiv. 22, the Apostle speaks of the gift of ''tongues" as 
"a sign " (CT'IJp.E'i.ov). 

Upon the supposition that Paul was affirming the 
actual performance of miracles by himself, how ex
traordinary becomes the statement that they ''were 
wrought in all patience," for it is manifest that " in all 
patience" (lv 'IT'a<rfJ 1nroµ.ovfi) does not form part of the 
signs, as some have argued, but must be joined to the 
verb (Ka-reipyau0.,,).1 It may be instructive to quote a 
few words of Olshausen upon the point:-" The l.v 1TtlfTU 
1nroµ.ovfi is not altogether easy. It certainly cannot be 
doubtful that it is to be joined to Ko.-reipyau811 and not 
to what follows; but for what reason does Paul here 
make it directly prominent that he wrought his signs in 
all patience ? It seems to me probable that in this there 
may be a reproof to the Corinthians, who, in spite of 
such signs, still showed themselves wavering regarding 
the authority of the Apostle. In such a position, Paul 
would say, he had, patiently waiting, allowed his light 
to shine amongst them, certain of ultimate triumph." 2 

'l'his will hardly be accepted by any one as a satis
factory solution of the difficulty, which is a real one if it 
be assumed that Paul, claiming to have performed mira-

1 So Alford, Billrotb, Ewald, Maier, Moyer, Ncnnder, Olshauson, 
Osiander, De Wette, &c., &c., l. c. 

I Olahawen, Bihl. Com., iii. p. 8i9 t. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



THE SIGNS OF THE APOSTLE. 341 

cles, wrought them "in all patience." Besides the matter 
is complicated, and the claim to have himself performed a 
miracle still more completely vanishes, when we consider 
the fact that. the passive construction of the sentence 
does not actually represent Paul as the active agent by 
whom the signs were wrought. " Truly the signs of the 
apostle were wrought," but how wrought? Clearly he 
means by the Spirit, as he distinctly states to the Gala
tians. To them "Jesus Christ (the l\Iessiah) was fully 
set forth crucifieJ," an<l he asks them : Was it from 
works of the Law or from hearing in faith the Gospel 
thus preached to them that they " received the Spirit " ? 
and that he who supplies the Spirit " and worketh powers" 
in them does so? From faith, of course. 1 The meaning 
of Paul, therefore, was this : His Gospel was preached 
among them "in all patience," which being received 
by the hearing of faith, the Spirit was given to them, 
and the signs of the apostle were thus wrought among 
them. The representation is made throughout the 
Acts that the apostles lay their hands on those who 
believe, and they receive the Holy Spirit and speak with 
tongues. If any special "sign of the apostle" can be 
indicated at all, it is this ; and in illustration we may 
point to one statement made in the Acts. Philip, the 
evangelist, who was not an apostle, is represented as 
going into Samaria and preaching the 'Messiah to the 
Samaritans, who give heed to the things spoken by him, 
and multitudes are baptized (viii. 5, 6, 12), but there 
was not th~ outpouring of the Holy Spirit which usually 
accompanied the apostolic baptism. " And the Apostles 
in Jerusalem, having heard that Samaria had received 
the word of Go<l, sent unto them Peter and J olm ; who 

I Gal. iii. 1 ff. 
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when they came down prayed for them that they miglit 
receive the Holy Spirit-for as yet he had fallen upon 
none of them, but they had only been baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they (the Apostles) 
their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit." 1 

'Ve may further refer to the episode at Ephesus (Act.s 
xix. 1 ff.) where Paul finds certain disciples who, having 
only been baptized into John's baptism, bad not received 
the Holy Spirit, nor even heard whether there was a 
Holy Spirit. (xix. 6.) "And Paul having laid his hands 
upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
were speaking with tongues and prophesying." 

When we examine Paul's Epistles to the Corin
thians we find ample assurance that the interpretation 
here given of this passage is correct, and that he 
does not refer, as apologists have maintained, to 
miracles wrought by himself, but to the Charismata, 
which were supposed to have been bestowed upon 
the Corinthians who believed, and which thus were the 
signs of his apostleship. The very next verse to 

that which is before us shows this : "Truly the signs · 
of the Apostle were wrought in you in all patience 
. . .. 13. For (yap) what is there wherein ye were 
inferior to the other Churches, except it be that I myself 
was not burdensome to you ? " The mere performance 
of signs a.nd wonders did not constitute their equality ; 
but in the possession of the Charismata,-regarding which 
so much is said in the first epistle, and which were the 
result of his preaching,-they were not inferior to the 
other Churches, and only inferior, Paul says with his 
fine irony, in not ~aving, like the other Churches with 
their apostles, been called upon to acquire the merit of 

1 Act.a viii. 14-17. 
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bearing his charges. What could be more distinct than 
the Apostle's opening address in the first Epistle: "I 
thank my God always, on your behalf, for the grace of 
God which was given you in Christ Jesus; that in every
thing ye were enriched by him (at the time of their con
version 1), in all utterance and in all knowledge: even as 
the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: so that ye 
come behi'nd in no giJt (xa.plup.a:n}," &c. For this reason 
they were uot inferior to the other Churches, and those 
were the signs of the Apostle which were wrought in 
them. Paul very distinctly declares the nature of his 
ministry amongst the Corinthians and tho absence of 
other "signs": 1 Cor. i. 22 f. "Since both Jews de
mand signs (CT7Jp.E'ia.) and Greeks seek after wisdom, but 
we (T]p.E'it; 8E) preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stum
bling-blpck and unto Gentiles foolishness, but unto those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
(86vap.w) of God and the wisdom of God." The con
trast is here clearly drawn between the requirement of 
Jews (signs) and of Greeks (wisdom) and Paul's actual 
ministry: no signs, but a scandal (uKc.£118a.Ao11) to the Jew, 
and no wisdom, but foolishness to the Greek, but thil:I 
word of the cross (X6yo~ o Tov CTTa.vpov) " to us who arc 
being saved is the power (86va.p.1.~) of God" (i. 18).2 

'l'he Apostle tells us what he considers the " sign of the 
Apostle," when, more directly defending himself against 
the opponents who evidently denied his apostolic claims, 
he says vehemently : 1 Cor. ix. 1 ff. " Am I not free? 
Am I not an Apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? 
are not ye my work in the Lord "I If I be not an Apostle 
unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal 

1 Sta11lty, Eps. to the Cor. p. 23. 
t And again Rom. i. 16, &c., &c. 
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{cn/>po.yl~) of my Apostleship are ye in the Lord." 1 

It cannot, we think, be doubted, when the passage 2 
Cor. xii. 12 is attentively considered, that Paul does not 
refer to external miracles performed by him, but to the 
Charismata which he supposed to be conferred upon the 
Corinthian Christians on their acceptance of the Gospel 
which the Apostle preached. These Charismata, how
ever, are advanced as miraculous, and the passages 1 
Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29 are quoted in support of the state
ment we are discussing, and these now demand our 
attention. 

It may be weJl at once to give the verses which are 
referred to, and in which it is said that Paul " goes some
what elaborately into the exact place in the Christian 
economy that is to be assigned to the working of miracles 
and gifts of healing" (1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29). It is 
necessary for the full comprehension of the case that 
we should quote the context: xii. 4. "Now there are 
diversities of gifts (xo.pwµ.a:r<Uv), but the same Spirit ; 
5. and there are diversities of ministries (~'4Kov«dv), and 
the same Lord ; 6. and there are diversities of workings 
(lvt:pyrJµ.aT<Uv), but it is the same God who worketh the 
all in all (o lvt:py;;,v Ta 'TT'avro. lv 'TT'ciow) : 7. But to each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit ( cf>o.vlP"'cn~ Toil 
11'11EVJLaTo~) for profit; 8. For to one is given by the Spirit 
a word of wisdom (>t&yo~ uo</>f.as); to another a word of 
knowledge (>t6yo~ yvwuE<U~) according to the same Spirit; 
9. to another faith ('TT'lun~) in the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healings (xaptuµ.o.Ta. l.a.µ.aT<Uv) in the one Spirit; 
10. to another (inward) workings of powers (lvEpyr}p.a:ra. 

1 Comp. Rom. iv. 11, "and he (Abraham) received a sign (CJ"1p~io.) of 
ciJ'<'umcision, a seal (crcf>payi~u) of the righteousness of tho faith,., 

&c. 
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Svvtl.p.Eruv) ; to another prophecy (7rpo4n/TEi.a.} ; to another 
discerning of spirits (SW.Kpun'> 1T11Evp.aTw11); to another 
kinds of tongues ( rbr/ YAWO"O"WV) ; to another interpre
tation of tongues ( €pp.'fJvEta. yAwuu&v) ; 11. but all these 
worketh (lvEpyli) the one and the same Spirit, dividing 
to each severally as he wills. " After illustrating 
this by showing the mutual dependence of the different 
members and senses of the body, the Apostle proceeds: 
v. 28. "And God set some in the Church, first apostles, 
secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, after that powers 
(Svvclp.£t'>), after that gifts of healings (xa.ptup.a.Ta. i.a.p.c[Twv), 
helpings (clvnAf]l/Jn'>), governings (KV/JEpvf]uEti;}, kinds of 
tongues (rbr/ yAwuuwv). 29. Are all apostles? are all 
prophets ? are all teachers ? are all powers (Svmp.Et'>) ? 
30. have all gifts of healings (xaptup.a.Ta. la.p.aTwv) ? do 
all speak with tongues (yAwuuat'> Aa.Aovuw)? do all 
interpret (StEp/J.'fJllEVOVUW)?,, 

Before we commence an examination of this interesting 
and important passage, it is essential that we should 
endeavour to disabuse our minds of preconceived ideas. 
Commentators are too prone to apply to the Apostle's 
remarks a system of interpretation based upon i;tatements 
made by later and Jess informed writers, and warped by 
belief in the reality of a miraculous element pervading 
all apostolic times, which have been derived mainly 
from post-apostolic nan-atives. What do we really 
know of the phenomena supposed to have charac
terized the Apostolic age, and which were later, and 
are now, described as miraculous? With the excep
tion of what we glean from the writings of Paul, we 
know absolutely nothing from any contemporary writer 
and eye-witnes~. Tn the Gospels and in the Acts of the 
Apostles, we have detailed accounts of many miracles said 
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to have been performed by the Apostles and others; but 
these narratives were all written at a much later period, 
and by persons who are unknown, and most of whom are 
not even affirmed to have been eye-witnesses.• In the 
Acts of the Apostles, we have an account of some of the 
very Charismata referred to by Paul in the passage above 
quoted, and we shall thus have the advantage of pre
sently comparing the two accounts. We must, however, 
altogether resist any attempt to insert between the linetJ 
of the apostle's writing ideas and explanations derived 
from the Author of the Acts and from patristic literature, 
and endeavour to understand what it is he himself says 
and intends to say. It must not be supposed that we in 
the slightest degree question the fact that .the Apostle 
Paul believed in the reality of supernatural intervention 
in mundane affairs, or that he asserted the actual occur
rence of certain miracles. Our desire is as far as possible 
to ascertain what Paul himself has to say upon specific 
phenomena, now generally explained as miraculous, and 
thus, descending from vague generalities to more distinct 
statements, to ascertain the value of his opinion re
garding the character of such phenomena. It cannot fail 
to be instructive to determine something of the nature of 
Charismata from an eye-witness who believed them to 
have been supernatural His account, as we have seen, 
is the most precious evidence of the Church to the reality 
of the miraculous. 

The first point which must be observed in connection 
with the Charismata referred to by Paul in the passage 
before us is that, whilst there are diversities amongst 
them, all the phenomena described are ascribed to 

1 It is suggeslil"e tho.t tho curious passage Mk. xvi. 1 i-18 is not even 
by tho author of tho second Gospel, but a later addition. 
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" one and the same Spirit dividing to each severally as 
he wills;" and, consequently, that, although there may be 
differences in their form and value, a supernatural origin 
is equally assigned to all the " gifts" enumerated. What 
then are these Charismata ? " A word of wisdom," " a 
word of knowledge," and " faith " are the first three men
tioned. What the precise difference was, in Paul's 
meaning, between the utterance of wisdom ( u<Xf>la.) and 
of knowledge (yv&uis) it is impossible now with certainty 
to say, nor is it very essential for us to inquire. The 
two words are combined in Rom. xi. 33 : " 0 the depths 
of the riches and wisdom (uo</Jfos) and knowledge 
(yvetl<TECrJS) of God ! " and in this very epistle some vary
ing use is made of both words. Paul tells the Corinthians 
(1, i. 17) that Christ did not send him "in wisdom of 
word" (oi11c lv uo</JU[. .A0yov) or utterance : and (ii. 1) "not 
with excellency of word or wisdom " (.A0yov ~ uo</Jla.s, cf. 
ii. 4) ; and further on he says (i. 30) that Christ Jesus 
"was made unto us wisdom (uo<f>la.) from God." The 
most suggestive expressions, 1 however, are the following, 
we think: 1 Cor. ii. 6. "But we speak wh1dom (uo<f>la.v) 
among the perfect, yet not the wisdom (uocpla.v) of this 
age, nor of the rulers of this age, that come to nought, 
7. but we speak God's wisdom (8Eov u<Xf>la.v) in mystery, 
the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the ages 
unto our glory, 8. which none of the rulers of this age has 
known, for had they known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory. 9. But as it is written, 
'"\Vhat eye saw not,' &c. &c. 10. But unto us God 
revealed them through the Spirit. . . . . . . 11 .... 

1 The word is used in the following paseages of Paul's four Epistles 
Rom. xi. 33 ; 1 Cor. i . li, 19, 20, 21 twice, 22, 24, 30, ii. 1, 4, 5, 6 twice, 
7, 13, iii. 19, xii. 8; 2 C-0r. i. 12. 
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even so also the things of God knoweth no one but the 
Spirit of God. 12. But we received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might 
kuow the things that are freely given us by God ; 13. 
which ~hings also we speak, not in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual things to the spiritual" 1 (1111wp.o.n1eo~ 'ITVWJu1:rucO. 
cnry1ept110VTEt;). It is quite clear from all the antecedent 
context that Paul's preaching was specially the Messiah 
crueified, " Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
(uocpto.v) of God," and we may conclude reasonably that 
the A&yot; uocp(o.t; of our passage was simply the eloquent 
utterance of this doctrine. In like manner, we may get 
some insight into the meaning which Paul attached t-0 
the word " knowledge" (yvwuLt;). It will be remembered 
that at the very opening of the first Epistle to the Cor
inthians Paul expresses his thankfulness that in every
thing they were enriched in Christ Jesus : i. 5. " in all 
utterance (A&y(f') and in all knowle_dge (yvruuEL), 6. even 
as the testimony of the Christ wa8 confirmed in .you;" 
that i8 to say, according to commentators, by these very 
Charismata. Later, speaking of "tongues," he says 
(1 Cor. xiv. 6): " ... 'Vhat shall I profit you, except I 
shall speak to you either in revelation or in knowleJge (b 
yvruuEL), or in prophecy, or in teaching?" \Ve obtain a 
clearer insight into his meaning in the second Epistle, in 
the passage 2 Cor. ii. 14-16, and still more in iv. 3-6 
and x. 5, where he describes metaphorically his weapons 
as not carnal, but strong through God, " casting down 
reasonings and every high thing that exalteth it.self 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into cap-

1 Thero is conl'iderablc- room for doubt ns to thc- rml Eensc of this bst 
phraso. 
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tivity every thought to the obedience of the Christ;" 
and if we ventured to offer an opinion, it would be that 
Paul means by AOyo~ yvwuEw~ simply Christian theology. 
'Ve merely offer this as a passiug suggestion. Little need 
be said with regard to the gift of "faith" ('ITlCT'TL~}, which 
is perfectly intelligible. 

Apologists argue that by these three " gifts" some 
supernatural form of wisdom, knowledge, and faith is 
expressed, and we shall have something more to say 
on the point preseqtly ; but here we merely point out 
that there is no ground whatever for such an asser
tion except the fact that the Apostle ascribee to 
them a supernatural origin, or, in fact, believes in the 
inspiration of such qualities. All that can be maintained 
is that Paul accounts for the possession of characteristics 
which we now know to be natural, by asserting that they 
are the direct gift of the Holy Spirit. There is not the 
faintest evidence to show that these natural capabilities 
did not antecedently exist in the Corinthians, and were 
not merely stimulated into action in Christian channels 
by the religious enthusiasm and zeal accompanying their 
conversion; but, on the contrary, every reason to believe 
this to be the case, as we shall further see.1 In fact, 
according to the Apostolic Church, every quality was a 
supernatural gift, and all abi.lity or excellence in practical 
life directly emanated from the action of the Holy Spirit. 

We may now proceed to "gifts ofhealings "(xo.ptuµ.o.Ta. 
la.p.a:rwv)2 which it will be noted are doubly in the plural, 

1 We may here say that attempts have been made to show that the 
Apostle classifies the charismata in groups of threes, and even sets forth 
the th1·ee pe1110ns of the Trinity as tho so,·cml donors. It woultl be use
less for us to touch upon the point. 

' The word fapa only occurs in the N. T. in 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29. It 
might better be rendered" means of healing," or" remedies." 
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indicating, as is supposed, a variety of special gifts, each 
having reference probably to special diseases. What is 
there to show that there was anything more miraculous 
in "gifts of healings " than in the possession of an 
utterance of wisdom, an utterance of knowledge, or faith? 
Nothing whatever. On the contrary, everything, from the 
unvarying experience of the world, to the inferences which 
we shall be able to draw from the whole of this informa
tion regarding the Charismata, shows that there was no 
miraculous power of healing either possessed or exercised. 
Reference is frequently made to the passage in the so
called Epistle of James as ari illustration of this, v. 14: 
" Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him, having anointed 
him with oil in the name of the Lord : 15. And the 
prayer of faith shall save the afflicted, and the Lord shall 
raise him up ; and if he have committed sins, it shall be 
forgiven him.'' The context, however, not only shows 
that in this there is no allusion to any gift of healing or 
miraculous power, but seems to ignore the existence of 
any such gift. The epistle continues: v. 16. "Confess there
fore your sins one to another, and pray for one anothet 
that ye may be healed. The supplication of a righteous man 
availeth much when it is working." And then the success
ful instance of the prayer of Elijah that it might not rain 
and again that it might rain is given. The passage is merely 
an assertion of the efficacy of prayer, and if, as is not 
unfrequently done, it be argued that the gifts of healings 
were probably applied by means of earnest prayer for the 
sick, it may be said that this is the only " gift" which is 
supposed to have descended to our times. It does not 
require much argument, however, to show that the 
reality of a miraculous gift cannot be demonstrated 
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by appealing to the objective efficacy of prayer. We may, 
iu passing, refer apologists who hold the authenticity of 
the Epistles to the Philippians and to Timothy to indi
cations which do not quite confirm the supposition that a 
power of miraculous healing actually existed in the apos
tolic Church. In the Epistle to the Philippians, ii. 25 ff., 
Paul is represented as sending Epaphroditus to them 
(v. 26) " Since he was lougiug after you all and was dis
tressed because ye heard that he was sick. 27. For, 
indeed, he was sick nigh unto death ; but God had mercy 
on him; ancl not on him only, but on me also, that I 
might not have sorrow upon sorrow. I sent him, therefore, 
the more anxiously, that, when ye see him, ye may 
rejoice ~0'8.in, and that I may be the less sorrowful." The 
anxiety felt by the Philippians, and the whole ianguage 
of the writer, in this passage, are rather inconsistent 
with the knowledge t~at miraculous power of healing was 
possessed by the Church, and of course by Paul, which 
would naturally have been exerted for one in whom so 
many were keenly interested. Then, in 2 Tim. iv. 20, 
the writer says : " Trophimus I left at Miletus sick." If 
miraculous powers of healing existed, why were they not 
exerted in this case ? If they were exerted and failed for 
special reasons, why are these not mentioned? It is 
unfortunate that there is so little evidence of the applica
tion of these gifts. On the other hand, we may suggest 
that medical art scarcely existed at that period in 
such communities, and that the remedies practised 
admirably lent themselves to the theory of " gifts " of 
healings, rather than to any recognition of the fact that the 
accurate diagnosis of disease and successful treatment of 
it can only be the result of special study and experience. 

The next gift mentioned is (v. 10) "workings of powers" 
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(lvEpyr}p.aTa 3vvap.Ewv) very unwarrantably rendered in our 
"authorized" version " the working of miracl<.>s." 'Ve 
have already said enough regarding Paul's use of 8wa+u~. 
The phrase Lefore us would be even better rendered in
or inward-workings of powers1 and the use made of iPEpyEw 
by Paul throughout his epistles would confirm this. It 
may be pointed out that as the gifts just referred to are 
for "healings" it is difficult to imagine any class of 
"miracles" which could well be classed unJer a separate 
head as the special " working of miracles " contemplated 
by apologists. Infinitely the greater number of miracles 
related in the Gospels and Acts are" healings" of disease. 
Is it possible to suppose that Paul really indicated by this 
expression a distinct order of " miracles" properly so 
called? Certainly not. Neither the words themselves 
used by Paul, properly understood, nor the context 
permit us to suppose that he referred to the working of 
miracles at all. 'Ve have no intention of conjecturing 
what these " powers" were supposed to be ; it is sufficient 
that we show they cannot rightly be exaggerated into an 
assertion of the power of working miracles. It is much 
more probable that, in the expression, uo external working 
by the gifted person is implied at all, and that the gift re
ferred to " in-workings of powers " within his own mind, 
producing the ecstatic state, with its usual manifestations, 
or those visions and supposed revelations t.o which Paul 
himself was subject. Demonaics, or persons supposed to 
be possessed of evil spirits, were called MfYYOVfl-°'°'' anti 
it is easy to conceive how anyone under strong religious 

1 The Bishop of Linooln baa on 1 Cor. xii. 6, " lwm~•"] in-tof'Otlght 
toOl"k.t. 'Evimp.a is more than ipyo11. For lvimp.a is not every work, it 
is an in-wrought work," &c. On v. 11 : "IH~i] in-toOl"kdla: • and on 
v. 28 : "3wa,u1r] 1ioo1er1." Greek Teet. St. Paul's Epe., p. 127 ff. 
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impressions, at that epoch of most intense religious 
emotion, might, when convulsed by nervous or meutal ex
citement, be supposed the subject of inward workings of 
powers supernaturally imparted. Every perioJ. of religi
ous zeal has been marked by such phenomena.1 These 
conclusions are further corroborated by the next gifts 
enumerated. The first of these is " prophecy" ( 'TT'po<frrl-refu.), 
by which is not intended the mere foretelling of events, but 
speaking "unto men edification and exhortation and 
comfort," as the Apostle himself says (xiv. 3) ; and an 
illustration of this may be pointed out in Acts iv. 36 
where the name Barnabas = "Son of prophecy," being 
interpreted is said to be " Son of Exhortation " ( vlo~ 
'TT'apaK>..7]uew~). To this follows the "discerning (or judg
ing) of spirits" (8u1.Kptut~ 1T11evµ.a-rw11), a gift which, if 
we are to judge by Paul's expressions elsewhere, was 
simply the exercise of natural intelligence and discern
ment. In an earlier part of the first Epistle, rebuking the 
Corinthians for caiTying their disputes before legal tribu
nals, he says, vi. 5 : " Is it so that there is not even one 
wise man among you who shall be able to discern 
(8c.aKpwat.) between his brethren?" Again, in xi. 31, "But 
if we discerned (8teKpl110µ.&) we should not be judged 
(lKpwoµ.eOa)" (cf vv. 28, 29), and in xiv. 29, "Let 
J>rophets speak two or three, and let the others discern " 
( 3taKpwl-rwua11 ). 

\Ve reserve the " kinds of tongues '' and " interpre
tation of tongues" for separate treatment, and proceed 
to vv. 28ff. in which, after illustrating his meaning by 
the analogy of the body, the Apostle resumes his 

1 We may point out further instances of the use of f11tpy1i11 (11in the New 
Testament, in addition to those already referred to, and which should be 
examined: Ephes. i. 201 ii. 2, iii. 20; Phil. ii. 13; Col. i. 29; 1 Thees. ii. 
13; 2 Thess. ii. 7. 

YOL. 111. A A 
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observations upon the Charismata, and it is instructive 
to consider the rank he ascribes to the various gifts. He 
classes them : " First, apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that powers, after that gifts of healings, 
helpings, governings, kinds of tongues." These so-called 
miraculous gifts are here placed in a lower class than 
those of exhortation and teaching, which is suggestive; 
for it is difficult to suppose that even a man like Paul 
could have regarded the possession of such palpable and 
stupendous power as the instantaneous and miraculous 
healing of disease, or the performance of other miracles, 
below the gift of teaching or exhortation. It is perfectly 
intelligible that the practice of medicine as it was then 
understood, and the skill which might have been attained 
in particular branches of disease by individuals, not to 

speak of those who may have been supposed to be per
forming miracles when they dealt with cases of hysteria 
or mental excitement, might appear to the apostle much 
inferior to a gift for imparting spiritual instruction and 
admonition ; but the actual possession of supernatural 
power, the actual exercise of what was believed to be the 
personal attribute of God, must have been considered a 
distinction more awful and elevated than any gift of teach
ing. It will be noticed also that other Charismata are 
here introduced, whilst " discerning of spirits " is omitted. 
The new gifts, "helpings " and " governings," have as 
little a miraculous character about them as any that have 
preceded them. Is it not obvious that all special ability, 
all official capacity, is simply represented as a divine gift, 
and regarded as a " manifestation of the Spirit ? " 

It is important in the highest degree to remember that 
the supposed miraculous Charismata are not merely con· 
forre<l upon a few persons, but arc bestowed upon all 
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the members of the Apostolic Church.1 " The extra
ordinary Charismata which. the Apostles conferred through 
their imposition of hands," writes Dr. von Dollinger, 
" were so diffused and distributed, that nearly every one, 
or at any rate many, temporarily at least, had a share in 
one gift or another. This was a'solitary case in history, 
which has never since repeated itself, and which, in 
default of experience, we can only approximately picture 
to ourselves. One might say : the metal of the Church 
was still glowing, molten, formless, and presented alto
gether another aspect than, since then, in the condition 
of the cold and hardened casting." 2 The apologetic repre
sentation of the case is certainly unique in history and, 
therefore, in its departure from all experience might, one 
might have thought, have excited suspicion. Difficult as it 
is to picture such a state, it is worth while to endeavour to 
do so to a small extent. Let us imagine communities of 
Christians, often of considerable importance, in all the 
larger cities as well as in smaller towns, all or most of 
the members of which were endowed with supernatural 

1 Cf. Eph. iv. 7, 11; 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. Dean Stanley says: "Itis im
portant to observe, that these multiplied allusions imply a state of things 
in the Apostolic age, which has certainly not been seen since. On parti
cular occasions, indeed, both in the first four centuries, and afterwards 
in the middle ages, miracles are ascribed by contemporary writers to the 
influence of the relics of particular individuals ; but there has been no 
occasion when they have been so emphatically ascribed to whole societies, 
so closely mixed up with the onlinary course of life. It is not maintained 
that every member of the Corinthian Church had all or the greater part 
or these gifts, but it certainly appears that every one had some gift; and 
this being the case, we are enabled to realise the total difference of the 
organization of the Apostolic Church~ from any through which it has 
passed in its later stages. It was still in a state of fusion. Every part 
of the new Society was instinct with a life of its own. The whole atmo
sphere which it breathed must have confirmed the belief in the import
ance and novelty of the crisis.'' The Epistles of St. P. to the Corinthians, 
4th ed., p. 224. 

t Christenthum und Kirche, 2te autl., 1868, p. 298. 
• • 2 
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gifts, and, amongst others, with power to heal diseases 
and to perform miracles ; all the intellectual and religious 
qualities requisite for the guidance, edification, and 
government of the communities supplied abundantly and 
specially by the Holy Spirit ; the ordinary dependence 
of society on t11e natural capacity and power of its leaders 
dispensed with, and every possible branch of moral 
culture and physical comfort provided with inspired and 
miraculously-gifted ministries; the utterance of wisdom 
and knowledge, exhortation and teaching, workings of 
healings, discernment of spirits, helpings, governings, 
kinds of tongues supernaturally diffused throughout the 
community by God himself. As a general rule, com
munities have to do as well as they can without such 
help, and eloquent instructors and able administrators 
do not generally fail them. The question, therefore, 
intrudes itself: 'Vhy were ordinary and natural means 
so completely set aside, and the qualifications which are 
generally found adequate for the conduct and regula
tion of life supplanted by divine Charismata? At leas~ 
we may suppose that communities endowed with such 
supernatural advantages, and guided by the direct inspira
tion of the Holy Spirit, must have been distinguished in 
every way from the rest of humanity, and must have pre
sented a spectacle of the noblest life, free from the weak
ness and inconsistency of the world, and betraying none 
of the moral and intellectual frailties of ordinary society. 
At the very least, and without exaggeration, communities 
in every member of which there existed some supernatural 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit might be expected to 
show very marked superiority and nobility of character. 

When we examine the Epistles of Paul and other 
ancient doc:umeuts, we find anything but supematural 
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qualities in the Churches supposed to be endowed with 
such miraculous gifts. On the contrary, it is scarcely 
possible to exaggerate the intensely human character of 
the conduct of such communities, their fickleness, the 
weakness of their fidelity to the Gospel of Paul, their 
wavering faith, aud the ease and rapidity with which 
they are led astray, their petty strifes and discords,· their 
party spirit, their almost indecent abuse of some of 
their supposed gifts, such as "tongues," for which 
Paul rebukes them so severely. The very Epistles, in 
fact, in which we read of the supernatural endowments 
and organization of the Church are full of evidence 
that there was nothing supernatural in them. The 
primary cause, apparently, for which the first letter was 
written to the Corinthians was the occurrence of divi
sions and contentions amongst them (i. 10 ff.), parties 
of Paul, of Apollos, of Cephas, of Christ, which make 
the Apostle give thanks (i. 14) that he had baptized 
but few of them, that no one might say that they 
were baptized into his name. Paul had not been able 
to speak to them as spiritual but as carnal, mere babes 
in Christ (iii. 1 f.); he fed them with milk, not meat, for 
they were not yet able, " nor even now are ye able," he 
says, " for ye are yet carnal. For whereas there is 
among you envying and strife ; are ye not carnal? " He 
continues in the same strain throughout the letter, 
admonishing them in no flattering terms. Speaking of 
bis sending Timothy to them, he says (iv. 18 f.) : '" But 
some of you were puffed up, as though I were not coming 
to you ; but I will come to you shortly, if it be the 
Lord's will, and will know, not the speech of them who 
are puffed up, but the power." There is serious sin 
amongst them, which they show no readiness to purge 
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away. Moreover these Corinthians have lawsuits with 
each other (vi. 1 ff.), and, instead of taking advant8oo-e of 
those supernatural Charismata, they actually t.ake their 
causes for decision before the uninspired tribunals of the 
heathen rather than submit them to the judgment of the 
saints. Their own members, who have gifts of wisdom 
and of knowledge, discerning of spirit.a and govemings, 
have apparently so little light to throw upon the regula
tion of social life, that the Apostle has to enter into 
minute details for their admonition and guidance. He 
has even to lay down rules regarding the head-dresses of 
women in the Churches (xi. 3 ff.). Even in their very 
Church assemblies there are divisions of a serious cha
racter amongst them (xi. 18 ff.). They misconductthem
selves in the celebration of the Lord's supper, for they 
make it, as it were, their own supper, " and one is hungry 
and another is drunken." " What! " he indignantly 
exclaims, " have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? 
or despise ye the Church of God?" To the Galatians 
Paul writes, marvelling that they are so soon removing 
from him that called them in the grace of Christ unto a 
different Gospel (i. 6). " 0 foolish Galatians," he says 
(iii. 1), '' who bewitched you?" In that community also, 
opposition to Paul and denial of his authority had become 
powerful. 

If we turn to other ancient document.a, the Epistles 
to the seven Churches do not present us with a 
picture of supernatural perfection in those communitit'Si 
though doubtless, like the rest, they had received these 
gifts. The other Epistles of the New Test.ament depict 
a state of things which by no means denotes any extra
ordinary or abnormal condition of the members. We 
may quote a short passage to show that we do not strain 
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this representation unduly. "But certainly," says Dr. 
von Dollinger, " in spite of a rich outpouring of spiritual 
gifts vouchsafed to it, a community could fall into 
wanton error. Paul had in Corinth, contemporaneously 
with his description of the charismatic state of the church 
there, to denounce sad abuses. In the Galatiau com
munity, Judaistic seduction, and the darkening of Chris
tian doctrine through the delusion as to the necessity of 
the observance of the law, had so much increased that 
the Apostle called them fools and senseless, but at the 
same time he appealed to the proof which was presented 
by the spiritual gifts and miraculous powers, in which 
they had participated not through the observance of 
the law, but through faith in Christ (Gal. iii. 2, 5). 
Now at that time the Charismata of teaching and know
ledge must already have been weakened or extinguished 
in these communities, otherwise so strong an aberration 
would not be explicable. Nowhere, however, in this 
Epistle is there any trace of an established ministry; 
on the contrary, at the close, the ' spiritual' among 
them are instructed to administer the office of com
mination. But, generally, from that time forward, the 
charismatic st.ate in the Church more and more disap
peared, though single Charismata, and individuals endowed 
with the same, remained. In the first Epistle to the 
believers in Thessalonica, Paul had made it specially 
prominent that his Gospel had worked there, not as 
mere word, but with demonstration of the power of the 
Holy Spirit (i. 5). In the Epistles to the Philippians 
and Colossians, there is no longer the slightest intima
tion of, or r~ference to, the Charismata, although in both 
communities the occasion for such an allusion was very 
appropriate-in Philippi through the Jewish opponents, 
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and in Colossre on account of the heretical dangers and 
the threatening Gnostic asceticism. On the other hand, 
in tl;e Epistle to the Philippians, bishops and deacons are 
already mentioned as ministers of the community. Then, 
in the Pastoral Epistles, not only is there no mention 
of the Charismata, but a state of the community is set 
forth which is wholly different from the charismatic. The 
communities in Asia Minor, the Ephesian first of all, 
are partly threatened, partly unsettled by Gnostic here
sies, strifes of words, foolish controversies, empty 
babbling about matters of faith, of doctrines of demons, 
of an advancing godlessness corroding like a gangrene 
(1 Tim. iv. 1-3, vi. 3 ff. 20, 2 Tim. ii. 14 ff.). All the 
counsels which are here given to Timothy, the conduct 
in regard to these evils which is recommended to 
him, all is of a nature as though Charismata no longer 
existed to any extent, as though, in lieu of the first 
spiritual soaring and of the fulness of extraordinary 
powers manifesting itself in the community, the bare 
prose of the life of the Church had already set in." 1 

Regarding this it is not necessary for us to say more than 
that the representation which is everywhere made, in the 
Acts and elsewhere, and which seems to be con6nned by 
Paul, is that all the members of these Christian com
munities received the Holy Spirit, and the divine Charis
mata, but that nowhere have we evidence of any super
natural results produced by them. If, however, the view 
above expressed be accepted, the difficulty is increased; 
for, except in the allusions of the Apostle to Cha1ismata, 
it is impossible to discover any difference between com
munities which had received miraculous spiritual "gifts" 
and those which had not done so. On the contrary, it 

1 Christenthum u. Kirche, 18GS, p. 300 f. 
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might possibly be shown that a church which had not 
been so endowed, perhaps on the whole exhibited higher 
spiritual qualities than another which was supposed to 
possess the Charismata. In none are we able to perceive 
any supernatural characteristics, or more than the very 
ordinary marks of a new religious life. It seems scarcely 
necessary to depart from the natural order of nature, and 
introduce the supernatural working of a Holy Spirit to 
produce such common-place results. We venture to say 
that there is nothing whatever to justify the assertion of 
supernatural agency here, and that the special divine 
Charismata existed only in the pious imagination of the 
Apostle, who referred every good quality in man to divine 
grace. 

'Ve have reserved the gift of " Tongues" for special 
discussion, because Paul enters into it with a fulness with 
which he does not treat any of the other Charismata, 
and a valuable opportunity is thus afforded us of ascer
taining something definite with regard to the nature of 
the gift; and also because we have a narrative in the 
Acts of the Apostles. of the first descent of the Holy 
Spirit, manifesting itself in "Tongues," with which it 
may be instructive to compare the Apostle's remarks. 
\Ve may mention that, in the opinion of many, the 
cause which induced the Apostle to say so much re
garding Charismata in his first letter to the Corinthians 
was the circumstance, that many maintained the gift of 
tongues to be the only form of " the manifestation of the 
Spirit." This view is certainly favoured by the narra
tive in the Acts, in which not only at the first famous 
<lay of Pentecost, but on almost every occasion of the 
imposition of the Apostle's hands, this is the only gift 
mentioned as accompanying the reception of the Holy 
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Spirit. In any case, it is apparent from the whole of the 
Apostle's homily on the subject, that the gift of tongues 
was especially valued in the Church of Corinth. 1 It is 
difficult to conceive, on the supposition that amongst the 
Charismata there were comprised miraculous gifts of heal
ings, and further power of worldng miracles, that these 
could have been held so cheap in comparison with the 
gift of Tongues; but in any case, a better comprehension 
of what thiR " gift " really was cannot fail to assist us in 
understanding the true nature of the whole of the Charis
mata. It is evident that the Apostle Paul himself docs 
not rank the gift of tongues very highly, and indeed, that 
he secmR to value prophecy more than all the other Cha
rismata (xiv. 1 ff.) ; but the simple yet truly noble elo
quence with which (xiii. 1 ff.) he elevates above all these 
gifts the possession of spiritual love is a subtle indication 
of their real character. Probably Paul would have 
termed christian Charity a gift of the Spirit as much as 

1 Doan Stanley says: "It may easily be conceived that this new lite 
was liable to much confusion and excitement, eepecially in a society where 
tho principle of moral stability was not developed commensurably with 
it. Such was, we know, the stato of Corinth. They had, on the one 
hand, been ' in everything enriched by Christ, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge,' 'coming behind in no gift' (i. 5, 6, 7); but, on the 
other hand, the same contentious spirit which had turned the most sacred 
names into party watcliword11, nnd profaned the celebration of the Supper 
of the Lord, was ready to avail itsolf of the opeuings for vanity aud am· 
bition afforded by tho distinctions of tho different gifts. Accordingly, 
various disorders arose ; every one thought of himself, and no one of his 
neighbour's good; and, as a natural consequence, those gifts were most 
highly honoured, not which were most useful, but which were most a.st.on· 
ishing. Amongst these tho gift of tongues rose pre-eminent, as being 
in itself the most expressive of the new spiritual lifo; the very words, 
•spiritual gifts,'' spiritual man' (Tri-n1f"IT'"a• xiv. 1 ; TrW11parurik, xiv. 3i), 
eoom, in common parlance, to ha Ye been oxclu~i\·cly appropriatod to it; 
and tho other gifts, especially that of prophecy, "W"ere despised, as hardly 
proceeding from the same Divine tlOurce." The Eps. of St. P. to the 
Corinthiaus, 18i6, p. 210 f. Imagine this state of things in a community 
endo~ with eo many supernatural gifts! 
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he does " gifts of healings " or " workings of powers ; " 
but, however rare may be the virtue, it is not now 
recognized as miraculous, although it is here shown to 
be more desirable and precious than all the miraculous 
gifts. Even Apostolic conceptions of the Supernatural 
cannot soar above the range of natural morality. 

The real nature of the " gift of Tongues" has given 
rise to an almost interminable controversy, and innumer
able treatises have been written upon the subject. It 
would have been impossible for us to have exhaustively 
entered upon such a discussion in this work, for which it 
only possesses an incidental and passing interest ; but for
tunately such a course is rendered unnecessary by the 
fact that, so far as we are concerned, the miraculous 
nature of the " gift" alone comes into question, and may 
be disposed of wit.bout any elaborate analysis of past con
troversy or minute reference to disputed points. Those 
who desire to follow the course of the voluminous discus
sion will fiud ample materials in the treatises which we 
shall at least indicate in the course of our remarks, and we 
shall adhere as closely as possible to our own point of view. 

In 1 Cor. xii. 10, the Apostle mentions, amongst the 
other Charismata, " kinds of tongues " (y'1n, )'A(J)<T<Tw11) 

and "interpretation of tongues" (f.pµ.7111£fu -yAwuu&11), as 
two distinct gifts. In v. 28 he again uses the expression 
-ylvr] )'A(J)<T<Tw11, and in a following verse he inquires : 
" do all speak with tongues ,, (yAwuua'~ AaAovu')? 1 " do 
all interpret" (8,Epp.7111£vovu')? He says shortly after, 
xiii. 1 : " If I speak with the tongues of men and of 

l ( .. ... \, ... '0 , \_\... ' ... ange s £a11 Ta'~ )'AW<T<Ta'~ 'T(J)11 av pW1rw11 AW\W Ka' TWV 
ciyyiAca111) and have not love," &c. In the following 
chapter the expressions used in discussing the gift vary. 

' Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 5, 6, 18, 23, 39; Acta x. 46, xix. 6. 
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In xiv. 2 he says : " he that speaketh with a tongue" 1 

(Aa.Awv yAwuurJ),2 using the singular; and again (v. 22), 
of " the tongues" (ai yAwuuac.), being a sign; and in 
v. 26, each '' hath a tongue " {yAwuuav l,xn ). The word 
yAwuua or yAma has several significations in Greek. 
The first and primary meaning " the tongue" : as a mere 
member of the body, the organ of speech ; next, a tongue, 
or language ; and further, an obsolete or foreign word 
not in ordinary use. If we inquire into the use of yAwuua 
in the New Testament, we find that, setting aside the 
passages in Acts, Mark, and 1 Cor. xii.-xiv., in which 
the phenomenon we are discussing is referred to, the 
word is invariably used in the first sense, " the tongue," 3 

except in the Apocalypse, where the word as " langu8t:,ae" 
typifies different nations.4 Any one who attentively con
siders all the passages in which the Charisma is discussed 
will observe that no uniform application of any one signi
fication throughout is possible. We may briefly say that 
all the attempts which have been made philologically to 
determine the true nature of the phenomenon which the 
Apostle discusses have failed to produce any really satis
factory result, or to secure the general adhesion of critics. 
It is we think ohvious that Paul does not apply the word, 
either in the plural or in the singular, in its ordinary 
senses, but makes use of yAwuua to describe phenomena 
connected with spee'!h, without intending strictly to apply 
it either to the tongue or to a definite language. \Ve 

I The rendering or the Authorized Version .. an unknown tongue," is 
wholly imaginary. The'· with" whi<'h we :idopt is mo1·e frequ"JnHy ren· 
1ler00 " in; " it is a mere matter of opinhn of courde, l>ut we maintain 
""·ith." 2 Cf. 1 Cor. x:v. 4, 13, 14, 19, 27. 

1 Mark vii. 33, 35 ; J,uke i. 6!, xvi. 24 ; Ac~s i!. 3, 26 ; Rom. iii. 13, 
:xiv. 11 ; Philip. ii. 11 ; James i . 26, ill. 5, 6 twice, 8; 1 Pet. iii. 10 ; 
1 John iii. 18; cf. l Cor. xiii. 1; Apoo. xv:. 10. 

4 Apoc. v. 9, vii. 9, x. 11, xi. 9, x\ii. i, xiv 6, xvii. 15. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



NOT FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 3C5 

merely refer to this in passing, for it is certain that no 
philological discussion of the word can materially affect 
the case ; and the argument is of no interest for our in
quiry. Each meaning has been adopted by critics and 
been made the basis for a different explanation of the 
phenomenon. Philology is incapable of finally solving 
such a problem. 

From the time of Irenreus, 1 or at least of Origen, the fa
vourite theory of the Fathers, based chiefly upon the nar
rative in Acts of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost, was that the disciples suddenly became super
naturally endowed with power to speak other languages 
which they had not previously learned, and that 
this gift was more especially conferred to facilitate the 
promulgation of the Gospel thoughout the world. Augus
tine went so far as to believe that each of the Apostles 
was thus enabled to speak all languages. 2 The opinion 
that the " gift of tongues" consisted of the power, mira
culously conferred by the Holy Ghost, to speak in a 
language or languages previously unknown to the speaker 
long continued to prevail, and it is still the popular, as 
well as the orthodox, view of the subject. 8 As soon as 

t Propter quod et Apoetolus ait: ' Sapientiam loquimur inter per
fectos; ' perfeetos dicens eos qui perceperunt Spiritum Dei, et omnibus 
linguis loquuntur per Spiritum Dei, quemadmodum et ipse loquebatur. 
Ka8a.r mi 71'o>.X6.v QICOVo,..EV ciaEX'fl6.v ,,, Tfi licKX,,rrl~. "'M'IT'&ICa x.aplrrp.a-ra 'x°'"-· mi 7l'1Wro3airair XaXovJ'l"fl)J' 3,4 TOV IlvEvp.a-ror .,,xc.:irrrra&r, ical Ta tcpV'flia 

T ..... av/Jp0nr0>11 Elr c/HaEpOV QyOl'l"fllJI, "· T. ').., lrenauu, Adv. hier. v. 6 s 1, 
Euubiua, H. E. v. 7. 

' De Verb. Apost. clxxv. 3; Berm. 9: "Loquebatur enim tune unus 
homo omnibus linguis, quia locutura erat unitae ecclesial in omnibus 
linguis." 

I .A.lford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 15 r.; von Dollinger, Christ. u. Kirche, 
p. 336 f.; Ebrani, zu Olah. Apg., p. 66; Englma.nn, Von den Charismen, 
1M9, p. 261 ft'. ; Kling, Stud. u. Kr., 1839, p. 487 ff. ; Maier, Die 
Gloesolalie d. apoet. Zeitalter, 1853; Olahauat11, Apg., p. 66 f.; Bibi. 
Comm. iii. p. 711 f,; Oaian<Ur, Comm. erst. Br. P. an die Korinthier, 

Digitized by Google 



366 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

the attention of critics was seriously directed to the ques
tion, however, this interpretation became rapidly modified, 
or was altogether abandoned. It is unnecessary for us to 
refer in detail to the numerous explanations which have 
been given of the phenomenon, or to enumerate the 
extraordinary views which have been expressed regarding 
it ; it will be sufficient if, without reference to minor 
differences of opinion respect.ing the exact form in which 
it exhibited itself, we broadly state that a great majority 
of critics, rejecting the theory that yAwuua.t~ AaAEw 
means to speak languages previously unknown to the 
speakers, pronounce it to be the speech of persons in a 
state of ecstatic excitement, chiefly of the nature of prayer 
or praise, and unintelligible to ordinary hearers.1 'Vhether 

1847, p. 546 ft'.; Routtuachtr, Die Gabe d. Spracben im apost. Zoit., lSiiO, 
p. 80 ff.; Riickert, Der erste Br. an die Kor., 1836, p. 448 ft'.; &lwff, 
K. G. 2te aufl., p. 203 ff.; Thitrach, Die Kirche im ap. Z., p. 6i f.; 
Wordaworth, Uk. Test., St. Paul's Epe., p. 128, 131 f. 

1 Baur, Ttib. Zeitschr. 1830, ii. p. i5 ff.; Stud. u. Krit., 1S38, p. 618 ft'.; 
Tbeol. Jabrb., 1850, p. 182 ff. ; Bleek, Stud. u. Krit., 1829, p. 17 ff. ; Da
tlid«m, Int. N. T., ii. p. 223; Delituch, Byet. bibl. Psychologie, 2te aufl., 
p. 362 f.; Eichhorn, Alig. Bibliotb. bib!. Lit., i. p. 91 ff., 7i5 ff.; ii. 
p. 795. ff.; iii. p. 225 ff. ; Bauaratli, Der Ap. Paulus, p. 53, 387 f. ; in 
Schenkel's B. L., iv. p. 431 r. ; Hilge11/tld, Dio GIOBSlalie d. alt. Kirche, 
1850, p. 23 ff.; Einl., p. 2i5 ff.; H0Uzma11n, in Bunsen's Bibelw., Tiii. p. 4-10; 
Keim, in Herzog's B. E., xviii. p. 61!8 ff. ; Meyer, 1 Br. an die Korinth., 
ate .A.ufl., p. 346 f.; .A.pg., p. 5i ff.; Ev. Mark. u. Luk., p. 217 f.; Neander, 
Pflanzung, p. 11 ff.; Aus!. beid. Br. an die Cor., 1869, p. 204; Now:k, 
Ursprung d. Cbristenth., ii. p. 282 f. ; Overbeck, zu do W. A.pg., p. 26 ff.; 
Pfleiderer, Der Paulinismus, p. 23-1 f. ; de Preamiae, Troie prem. Sieclee, 
i. p. 365 f.; &nan, Les Ap0tros, p. 61 ff.; &uu, Bev. d. Theol., 1851, 
iii. p. 65 ff. ; Riehm, Stud. u. Krit., 1865, p. 21 f. ; Schulz, Die Geistesga
ben d. erst. Christ., 1836, p. 57 ff., HO f.; Stud. u. Krit., 1839, p. 732 ff.; 
Stanley, St. Paul's Eps. to the Cor., 4th ed., p. 245 fl.; Steudel, Tiib. 
7..eitschr., 1830, ii. p. 133 ff.; 1831, ii. p. 123 ff.; Wie.teltr, Stud. u. Krit., 
1838, p. 703 ff.; 1860, p. 111 ff.; Zelltr, Apg., p. 85 ff. Cf. oon DVlli11gn-, 
Christ. u. K., p. 337 ff.; Ewald, Sondscbr. des Ap. P., p. 201 ff; Gesch. 
V. Isr., vi. p. 110 ff.; v. Hengel, Do Gave dor talen, p. 90 ff.; Kling, 
Stud. u. Ki-it., 1839, p. 493 f.; Ol1/1auaen, Stud. u. Krit. 1831, p. 568 tf.; 
Bibi. C-0mmout. iii. p. 709 ff.; Apg., p. 47 ff.; Schaff, K. G., p. 203 ff. 
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this speech consisted of mere inarticulate tones, of excited 
ejaculations, of obsolete or uncommon expressions and 
provincialisms, of highly poetical rhapsodies, of prayer in 
slow scarcely audible accents, or of chaunted mysterious 
phrases, fragmentary and full of rapturous intensity, as 
these critics variously suppose, we shall not pause to 
inquire. It is clear that, whatever may have been the 
form of the speech, if instead of being speech in unlearnt 
languages supernaturally communicated, y>i.wuua.i~ AaAEw 
was only the expression of religious excitement, however 
that may be supposed to have originated, the pretentious 
of the gift to a miraculous character shrink at once into 
exceedingly small proportions. 

Every unprejudiced mind must admit that the re
presentation that the gift of " tongues," of which the 
Apostle speaks in his Epistle to the Corinthians, conferred 
upon the recipient the power to speak foreign languages 
before unknown to him, may in great part be tracc<l to 
the narrative in Acts of the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost. Although a few apologists advance 
the plea that there may have been differences in the 
manifestation, it is generally recognized on both sides 
that, however differently described by the two writers, 
the y>i.wuua.i~ AaAEtv of Paul and of the Acts is, in reality, 
one and the same phenomenon. Tho impression conveyed 
by the narrative has been applied to the didactic remarks of 
Paul, and a meaning forced upon them which they cannot 
possibly bear. It is not too much to say that, but for the 
mythical account in the Acts, no one would ever have 
supposed that the y>i.wuua.i~ Aa.AEtv of Paul was the gift 
of speaking foreign languages without previous study or 
practice. In the interminable controversy regarding the 
phenomenon, moreover, it seems to us to have been a 
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fundamental error, on both sides too often, to have con
sidered it necessary to the acceptance of any explanation 
that it should equally suit both the remarks of Paul and 
the account. in Acts. 1 The only right course is to 
test the narrative by the distinct and authoritative 
statements of the Apostle; but to adopt the contrary 
course is much the same procedure as altering the 
natural interpretation of an original historical document 
in order to make it agree with the romance of some 
unknown writer of a later day. The Apostle Paul writes 
as a contemporary and eye-witness of phenomena which 
affected himself, and regarding which he gives the most 
valuable direct and indirect information. The unknown 
author of the Acts was not an eye-witness of the scene 
which he describes, and his narrative bears upon its very 
surface the clearest marks of traditional and legendary 
treatment. The ablest apologists freely declare that the 
evidence of Paul is of infinitely greater value than that 
of the unknown and later writer, and must be preferred 
before it. The majority of those who profess to regard 
the narrative as historical explain away its clearest 
statements with startling ingenuity, or couce.al them 
beneath a cloud of words. The references to the phe
nomenon in later portions of the Acts are in themselves 
quite inconsistent with the earlier narrative in ch. ii. 
The detailed criticism of Paul is the only contemporary, 
and it is certainly the only trustworthy, account we 
possess regarding the gift of "tongues."1 'Ve must, 
therefore, dismiss from our minds, if possible, the bias 
which the narrative in the Acts has unfortunately 

1 Cf. Baur, Stud. u. Krit. 1838, p. 620 f. 
' We need not here say anything of the reference in M.irk :ni. Ii, 

which is undoubtedly a later and epwious addition to the Gospel. 
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created, and attend solely to the words of the Apostle. 
If his report of the phenomenon discredit that of the 
unknown and later writer, so much the worse for the 
latter. In any case it is the testimony of Paul which is 
referred to and which we are called upon to consider, and 
later . writers must not be allowed to invest it with 
impossible meanings. Even if we had not such un
deniable reasons for preferring the statements of Paul to 
the later and untrustworthy narrative of an unknown 
writer, the very contents of the latter, contrasted with the 
more sober remarks of the Apostle, would consign it to a 
very subordinate place. 

Discussing the miracle of Pentecost in Acts, which he, 
of course, regards as the instantaneous communication of 
ability to speak in foreign languages, Zeller makes the 
following remarks : " The supposition of such a miracle 
is opposed to a right view of divine agency, and of the 
relation of God to the world, and, in this case in par
ticular, to a right view of the constitution of the human 
mind. The composition and the properties of a body 
may be altered through external influence, but mental 
acquirements are attained only through personal activity, 
through practice ; and it is just in this that spirit 
distinguishes itself from matter : that it is free, that 
there is nothing in it which it has not itself spon
taneously introduced. The external and instantaneous 
iii-pouring of a mental acquirement is a representation 
which refutes itself." In reply to those who object to this 
reasoning he retorts : " The assertion that such a miracle 
actually occurred contradicts the analogy of all attested 
experience, that it is invented by an individual or by 
tradition corresponds with it ; when, therefore, the 
historical writer has only the choice between these two 

VOL. JU. BB 
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alternatives, he must according to the laws of historical 
probability, under all the circumstances, unconditionally 
decide for the second. He must do this even if an eye
witness of the pretended miracle stood before him; he 
must all the more do so if he has to do with a statement 
which, beyond doubt not proceeding from an eye-witness, 
is more possibly separated by some generations from the 
event in question." 1 

These objections are not confined to rationalistic critics 
and do not merely represent the arguments of scepticism. 
Neander expresses similar sentiments,2 and after careful 
examination pronounces the narrative in Acts untrnst
worthy,and, adhering to the representations of Paul, rejects 
the theory that yAwuua.i~ AaAEw was speech in foreign 
languages supernaturally imparted. Meyer, who arrives 
at much the same result as Neander, speaks still more 
emphatically. He says: "This supposed gift of tongues 
(all languages), however, was in the apostoli~ age, partly 
unnecessary for the preaching of the Gospel, as the 
preachers thereof only required to be able to speak 
Hebrew and Greek; partly too ,qeneral, as amongst the 
assembly there were certainly many who were not called 
to be teachers. And, on the other hand, again, it would 
also have been premature, as, before all, Paul the apostle 
of the Gentiles would have required it, in whom never
theless there is as little trace of any subsequent reception 
of it as that he preached otherwise than in Hebrew and 
Greek. But now, kozo fs the event to be ltiston'cally 
judged~ Regarding this the following is to be observed: 
As the instantaneous bestowal of facility in a foreign 
language is neither logically possible nor psychologically 

1 Zrller, Die Apolltelgescb., p. 85 f. 
1 Pflanzung, u. s. w., ii. 16. 
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and morally conceivable, and as not the slightest 
intimation of such a thing in the Apostles is perceptible 
in their Epistles and elsewhere (on the contrary, comp. 
xiv. 11); as, further, if it was only momentary, the 
impossibility increases, and as Peter himself in his speech 
does not once make the slightest reference to the foreign 
languages : therefore,-whether, without any intimation 
in the text, one consider that Pentecost assembly as a 
representation of all future christianity, or not-the 
occurrence, as Luke relates it, cannot be transmitted in 
its actual historical circumstance." 1 

Let us a little examine the particulars of the narrative 
in Acts ii. All the brethren were assembled in one 
place, a house (oLco~). on the morning of the day of 
Pentecost. In the preceding chapter (i. 15) we learn 
that the number of disciples was then about 120, and 
the crowd which came together when the miraculous 
occurrence took place must have been great, seeing that 
it is Htated that 3,000 souls were baptized and added to 
the Church upon the occasion (ii. 41). Passing over the 
statement as to the numbers of the disciples, which 
might well surprise us after the information given by the 
Gospels,2 we may ask in what house in Jerusalem could 
such a multitude have assembled? Apologists have 
exhausted their ingenuity in replying to the question, but 
whether placing the scene in one of the halls or courts of 
the Temple, or in an imaginary house in one of the 
streets leading to the Temple, the explanation is equally 
vague and unsatisfactory. How did the multitude so 
rapidly know of what was passing in a private house? 
We shall say nothing at present of the sound of the 

1 Meyer, Kr. ex. H'buch iib. die Apostelgeach., 4te auil., 1870, p. 54 f. 
: John xvi. 31 ; Mt. :u:\iii. 7. 

JI II;? 
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'' rushing mighty wind " which filled all the house, nor of 
the descent of the " tongues as of fire," nor of the various 
interpretations of these phenomena by apologetic writers. 
These incidents do not add to the historical character of 
the narrative, nor can it be pronounced either clear or con
sistent. The brethren assembled "were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues (Aa.Ai'w 
frlpa.'t; yXwuurut;), as the Spirit gave them utterance.''' 
Apologists, in order somewhat to save the historical c.redit 
of the account and reconcile it with the statements of Paal, 
have variously argued that there is no affirmation made 
in the narrative that Rpeech in foreign languages pre
viously unknown was imparted. The members of the fif
teen nations who hear the Galilreans speaking" in our own 
language wherein we were born" (rjj ~~ 8,a.A{KTCf' ~,.,.;;,.,, 

l:v v lyE1!111}871µ.&) are disposed of with painful ingenuity i 
but, passing over all this, it is recognized by unprejudice1l 
critics on both sides that at least the aut.hor of Acts, in 
writing this account, intended to represent the brethren 
as instantaneously speaking those previously unknown 
foreign languages. A few writers represent the miracle 
to have been one of hearing rather than of speaking, the 
brethren merely praising God in their own tongue, the 
Aramaic, but the spectators understanding in their various 
languages.2 This only shifts the difficulty from the 
speakers to the hearers, and the explanation is generally 
repudiated. It is, however, freely granted by all that 
history does not exhibit a single instance of such a gift of 
tongues having ever been made useful for the purpose of 

1 Acts ii. 4. 
t Schneckenbvrger, Dcitriige, p. 84 ; St'Nl.ltm, Zeitllchr. luth. Tb. u. 

Kirche, 1859, p. 1 ff. This view was anciently held by Gregory Naz. 
(Orat. 44), and some of the Fathers, and in moro recent times it us 
adopted by Eraamns and othors. 
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preaching the gospel.1 Paul, who claimed the possession 
of the gift of tongues in a superlative degree (1 Cor. xiv. 
18), does not appear to have spoken more languages than 
Aramaic and Greek. He writes to the Romans in the 
latter tongue and not in Latin, and to the Galatians in the 
same language instead of their own. Peter, who appears 
to have addressed the assembled nations in Greek on this 
very occasion, does not in his speech either refer to 
foreign languages or claim the gift himself, for in v. 15 
he speaks only of others: "For these (o~oi) are not 
drunken." Every one remembers the ancient tradition 
recorded by Papias, and generally believed by the 
Fathers, that Mark accompanied Peter as his "inter
preter" (£pµ.71v£'11TT/~).2 The first Epistle bearing the name 
of Peter, and addressed to some of tf1e very nations 
mentioned in Acts, to sojourners " in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia," is written in Greek ; and 
so is the "Epistle to the Hebrews " and the other works 
of the New Testament. Few will be inclined to deny 
that, to take only one language for instance, the Greek of 
the writings of the New Testament leaves something to 
be desired, and that, if the writers possessed such a super
natural gift, they evidently did not speak even so im
portant and current a language with absolute purity. 
"Le style des ecrivains sacres," writes a modern apolo-

• Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 15; Ewald, Geach. V. Isr., vi. p. 120, anm. 2; 
Klifl!I, Stud. u. Krit., 1839, p. 494 f. ; Meyer, Apg., p. 54 f.; Milman, 
Hist. ofChr., i. p. 354, note; Neander, P.6.anzung, p. 12 fl'. ; Br. an die Cor., 
p. 294 f. ; Olahauaen, Apg., p. 52 f. ; de Preaaenae, Troia prem. Siecles, i. 
p. 356; .Reua1, Rev. d. Theol., 18tH, iii. p. 83 ff.; Schaff, K. G., p. 204 f.; 
Stanley, Eps. to the Cor., p. 249 f. ; Thwsch, Die K. im ap. Z., p. 69; 
Zeller, Apg., p. 87 f. 

2 Cf.Ewebiut, H. E., iii. 39, v. 8; Irenmu, Adv. hmr., iii. 1§1; TtrluUian, 
Adv. Marc., iv. 5. Of course there is doubt as to the sense in which 
lp~.m,f is to be understood, although that of interpreter of language ilS 
certainly the most natural. 
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gist, " montre clairement qu'ils ont appris la langue grecque 
et qu'ils ne la possedent pas de droit divin et par inspira
tion, car ils l' ecrivent sans correction, en la surchargeant 
de locutions hebraiques." 1 In fact, as most critics point 
out, there never was a period at which a gif\ of 
foreign tongues was less necessary for intercourse with 
the civilized world, Greek being almost everywhere 
current. As regards the fifteen nations who are sup
posed to have been represented on this great occasion, 
Neander says : " It is certain that amongst the inhabi
tants of towns in Cappadocia, in Pontus, in Asia Minor, 
Pbrygia, Pamphylia, Cyrene, and in the parts of Libya 
and Egypt peopled by Greek and Jewish oolonies, the 
Greek language was in great part more current than the 
old national tongue. There remain, out of the whole 
catalogue of languages, at most the Persian, Syriac, 
Arabic, Greek, and Latin. The more rhetorical than 
historical stamp of the narrative is evident." ~ 

This rhetorical character, as contradistinguisbed from 
sober history, is indeed painflilJy apparent throughout. 
The presence in Jerusalem of Jews, devout men " from 
every nation under heaven" is dramatically opportune, and 
thus representatives of the fifteen nations are prepared to 
appear in the house and hear their own languages in 
which they were born spoken in so supernatural, though 
useless, a manner by the brethren. They are all said 
to have been "confounded" at the phenomenon, and the 
writer adds, ii. 7f: " And they were all amazed and 
marvelled, saying, Behold, are not all these which speak 
Galilreans? And how hear we every man in our own 

1 De Pr~. Hist. des Trois prom. Sieclee, i. p. 3li6. Ntt1ndw (Pflan
zung, u. e. w., p. 14 f.), ReUlll (Rev. d. Theol., 18.H, iii p. 84 f.), and 
many other able writers, still more strongly enforcG these argumeot& 

2 Nea11der, Pflanzung, u. & w., p. 18. 
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language wherein we were born ? " &c. Did all the multi
tude say this ? Or is not this the writer ascribing, accord
ing to his view, probable sentiments to them? How again 
did they know that the hundred and twenty or more 
brethren were Galilrean? Further on, the writer adds 
more of the same kind, v. 12, 13: "And they were all 
amazed and were in doubt, saying one to another : 'Vhat 
may this mean? But others mocking said, They are full 
of sweet wine." Is it not a. strange manner of account
ing for such a phenomenon as (v. 11) hearing people 
speaking in their own tongues tho great works of God to 
suppose that they are drunken ? People speaking with 
tongues, in Paul's sense (1 Cor. xiv. 23, 24, 33), and 
creating an unintelligible tumult, might well lead strangers 
to say that they were either mad or · drunken, but the 
praise of God in foreign language, understood by so many, 
could not convey such an impression. Peter does not, 
in explanation, simply state that they are speaking foreign 
languages which have just been supernaturally imparted 
to them, but argues (v. 15) that "these are not drunken, 
as ye suppose, for it is the third hour of the day,"-too 
early to be " full of sweet wine," and proceeds to assert 
that the phenomenon is, on the contrary, a fulfilment of a 
prophecy of Joel in which, although the pouring out of 
God's Spirit upon all flesh is promised "in the last days," 
and as a result that : " your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy and your young men shall see visions and your 
old men shall dream dreams," not a single word is said of 
any gift of " tongues," foreign or otherwise. The mira
culous phenomenon in question is not mentioned in 
the prophecy of which it is supposed to be the accom
plishment. It does not much help matters to argue that 
the miracle, although not for future use, was intended as a 
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sign. 'Ye shall see what Paul says regarding yXtdcrcra.&~ 
MA£w as a sign, but we may here merely point out 
that the effec.-t produced in the Corinthian Church is 
rather an impression of madness, whilst here it leads to 
a mocking accusation of drunkenness. The conversion 
of the 3,000 is by no means referred to the speaking 
with tongues, but simply to the speech of Peter (ii. 37t: 41). 
From every point of view, there is no cohesion between 
the different parts of the narrative ; it is devoid of veri
similitude. It is not surprising that so many critics of all 
shades of opinion recognize unhistorical elements in the 
narrative in Acts, 1 not to use a stronger term. To allow 
such an account to influence our interpretation of Paul's 
statements regarding the gift of tongues is quite out of 
the question; and no one who appreciates the nature of the 
case and who carefully examines the narrative of the 
unknown writer can, we think, hesitate to reject his 
theory of a supernatural bestowal of power to speak 
foreign languages, before unknown. 

It is not difficult to trace the origin of the account in 
Acts and, although we cannot here pause to do so with 
any minuteness, we may at least indicate the lines upon 
which the narrative is Lased. There is no doubt that 
then, as now, the Jews commemorated at the feast ot 
Pentecost the giving of the law on Sinai.2 It seemed 

1 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 96; DavidMm, Int. N. T., ii. 222 f.; Gfriinr, Die 
heil. Sage, i. p. 387 tr. ; Holtzmann, in Bunsen's Bibelw., viii. p. 336, 
437 ff., iv. 287 f.; Keim, in Herzog's R. E., xviii. p. 689 ff.; Je8U v. 
Naz., iii. p. 596, anm. 2; Koack, Urspr. d. Christ., 1867, ii. p. 280 f.; 
&nan, Les Apc)tres, p. xxvii. f. ; ReUM, Bev. de Th~l., 1851, iii. p. 90 tr.; 
Schrader, Der Ap. Paulus, v. p. 512; Zeller, Apg., p. 82 ff. Cf. Blea, 
Stud. u. Krit., 1830, p. 63 ; Hawrath, Der Ap. Paulus, p. 99 ff. ; Mey", 
Apg., p. M ff. ; 1 Br. an die Cor., p. 341 ; NMnder, Pllanzung, p. 1 i ft'. ; 
Schulz, Geistesg. d. erst. Christen., p. 58 t, 86 f. ; Stud. u. Krit., 1839, 
p. 76. 

' Schn«kmburger, Beitiiige zur Eiol. N. T., 1832, p. 79; Li,gltjoot, 
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good to the author of Acts that the prophet like unto 
Moses, 1 who was to abrogate that law and replace it by a 
dispensation of grace, should inaugurate the new law of 
love and liberty 2 with signs equally significant and 
miraculous. It is related in Exodus xix. 18 that the 
Lord descended upon Sinai "in fire," and that the whole 
mount quaked greatly. The voice of God pronounced 
the decalogue and, as the Septuagint version renders our 
Ex. xx. 18: "All the people saw the voice, and the 
lightnings and the voice of the trumpet and the mountain 
smoking." s According to Rabbinical tradition, however, 
when God came down to giv~ the law to the Israelites, 
he appeared not to Israel alone, but to all the other 
nations, and the voice in which the law was given went 
to the ends of the earth and was heard of all peoples.• 
It will be remembered that the number of the nations 
was supposed to be seventy, each speaking a different 
language, and the law was given in the one sacred 
Hebrew tongue. The Rabbins explained, however : " The 
voice from Sinai was divided into 70 voices and 70 
languages, so that all nations of the earth heard (the 
law), and each heard it actually in its own language."5 

And again : " Although the ten commandments were 
promulgated with. one single tone, yet it is said 
(Exod. xx. 15), 'All people heard the voices' (in the 
plural and not the voice in the singular) ; " the reason is : 
As the voice went forth it was divided into seven voices, 

Works, ed. Pitman, 1823, viii. p. 42 f.; Schoettgen, Hone Hebr., p. 408; 
Gfri>rer, Das Jahrh. des Heils, 1838, ii. 390 f. 

1 Acts iii. 22, vii. 37. 
' Cf. Gal. iv. 21 ff. 
s Kal .-ci'" cS Aac\'" iwpa n}v cp..,,,;,.,, a:al rar >.a,.1r&~'"• .cal n}v cp..,,,;,., ~r 

o-0>.W""Y)'OS", a:al re\ &poll" re\ a:a/nli(ov• a:. r. A. 
4 Bab. Sevachim, 116 a.; Gfrorer, Das Jahrh. des Heils, ii. 392 f, 
i Schemoth Rabba, 70 d.; Gfriirer, lb. ii. 393. 
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and then into seventy tongues, and every people heard 
the Law in its own mother-tongue." 1 The same expla
nation is given of Ps. lxviii. 11, and the separation of the 
voice into seven voices and seventy tongues is likened to 
the sparks beaten by a hammer from molten metal on 
the anvil.2 Philo expresses the same ideas in several 
places. We can only extract one passage in which7 

speaking of the giving of the law on Sinai, and discussing 
the manner in which God proclaimed the decalogue, he 
1::1ays: "For God is not like a man in need of a voice and 
of a tongue . • . but it seems to me that at that time he 
performed a most holy and beseeming wonder, command
ing an invisible voice to be created in air, more wonderful 
than all instruments, . . . . not lifeless, but neither a 
form of living creature composed of body and soul, but a 
reasonable soul full of clearness and distinctness, which 
formed and excited the air and transformed it into flaming 
fire, and sounded forth such an articulated voice, like 
breath through a trumpet, that it seemed to be equally 
heard by those who were near and those furthest off."~ 
A little further on he says : " But from the midst of 
the fire streaming from heaven, a most awful voice 
sounded forth, the flame being articulated to langu~ae 
familiar to the hearers, which made that which was 
said so vividly clear, as to seem rather seeing than 

1 Midrash Tancbumah, 26, c. ; GfrOrer, lb., ii. 393. 
' Midrash Tillin; Bab. Schabbath, ~ b. ; G/riirer, lb., ii. 393 f. 
1 Oli -ydp cl.S' IJt,8powroS' o ~Os-, tTT0,.-oS' 11:ac ,.A.-,,..,S' 11:ac df"'lfHi-r 3f0poos-, 

dll' ll"'c &11:1& «OT' l11:*i""r T'Or Xf'O- lfparrprrriUTrrrO. "' 8vv~, 
11:1AnicraS' 9xr),, dclpcmw ;,, MP' 3'1,,.UWPY'ISijJl(JJ, ,..a..,.QI.,, ~ 8vvpaqu#nprw 
• • • • oli11: ~xo• dll' oli3' 111: cr.:.l"lnr 11:ac +vx'IS' T"p/nrw C.:.OV tnfllfO"T"'11C11l-, 

aua tvxr/v AO')'uo}v dmAHlll cra4>'1wlaS' ICGC T'f"D'lmtros, 4 "°" O.ipa O'X'lp.trrltTGO"a 
«ac l-rr1nlvacra 11:ac wp(,S' rip f/>AO')'Of~S' p.rra{3a>.o'1fTa, 11:a6'nttp ~p.a &4 cniA
ft'l')")'OS "'6>'"1• T"ocraVn,v lvap8po11 l~;,X'lcrfll, .r.S' T'OtS' f'ntwna nWs- '"'pp.,.,..n.• 11:ar' 
i'O'o• dicpoaa6iu &11:1&v. De decem Oraculis, S 9, ed. Mangey, ii. 18.> f. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



GIFT OF TONGUES ELSEWHERE IN ACTS. 379 

hearing it." 1 It requires no elaborate explanation to 
show how this grew into the miracle at Pentecost at the 
inauguration of the Christian dispensation, when suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind which filled all the house where the disciples were, 
and there appeared to them tongues as of fire parting 
asunder which sat upon each of them, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, even as the Spirit gave them utterance, so that 
devout men from every nation under heaven heard them 
speaking, everyone in his own language wherein he was 
born, the great works of God. 2 

When we turn to the other passages in the Acts where 
the gift of tongues is mentioned, we find that the interpreta
tion of foreign languages supernaturally imparted is quite 
out of place. When Peter is sent to Cornelius, as he is 
addressing the centurion and his household, and even 
before they are baptized (x. 44), "the Holy Spirit fell 
on all them who hear the word ;" and the sign of it is 
(v. 46) that they are heard ."speaking with tongues and 
magnifying God " (Aa.Ao1'vrC1Jv yAwcrcrai~ Ka' p.eya.AvvcwrC1Jv 
Tov IJEov), precisely like the disciples at Pentecost 
(cf ii. 11, xi. 15f.). Now as this gift fell o~ all who heard 
the word (x. 44), it could not be a sign to unbelievers; 
and the idea that Cornelius and his house immediately 
began to speak in foreign languages, which, as in the case 

1 hvq 3i be p.;uau rnii pv•vror 011"' olipa110ii 11"11por lt~xn iccrrmr>.'l'"'"'"""'"I• 
~r f/>'Aoy0r •lr 3&<i>.•«Tov dp6povp.i"'lr rqv uv~S,, Toir dicpoo>p.ivoir, q Ta 'Acyop.•va 
owGtS" «~r lTpal!OiiTo, O,r lip(iv dwo p.41\'Aov ~ dicovnv &niv. De decem 
Oraculis, S 11 ed. Mangey, ii. 188; cf. De Septenario et festis, § 22 ed. 
Mangey, ii. 296 f. 

' <Jfriirer, Das Jahrh. des Heils, ii. 392 ft. ; Die heil. Sage, i. p. 387 ff.; 
Hauralh, Der Apostal Paulus, p. lOOf.; Overb«k, zu de Wette's Apg., 
p. 34 f.; &hntckmburger, Beitrlige zur Einl. N. T., p. 80 ff.; Zweck der 
Apoetelgeech., p. 203 ff. ; Zeller, Die Apoetelgesch., p. 110 ff. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



380 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

of the Corinthians, probably no one understood, instead 
of simply " magnifying God " in their own tongue, which 
everyone understood, is almost ludicrous, if without 
offence we may venture to say so. The same remarks 
apply to xix. 6. We must again allow an eminent 
apologist, who will not be accused of irreverence, to 
characterise such a representation. " Now in such positions 
and such company, speech in foreign tongues would be 
something altogether without object and without meaning. 
·where the consciousness of the grace of salvation, and of 
a heavenly life springing from it, is first aroused in man, 
his own mother tongue verily, not a foreign language, will 
be the natural expression of his feelings. Or we must 
imagine a magical power which, taking possession of men, 
like instruments without volition, forces them to utter 
strange tones-a thing contradicting all analogy in the 
operations of Christianity." 1 The good sense of the critic 
revolts against the natural submission of the apologist. 

We have diverged so far in order prominently to bring 
before the reader the nature and source of the hypothesis 
that the gift of " tongues " signifies instantaneous power 
to speak unlearnt foreign languages. Such an interpre
tation is derived almost entirely from the mythical 
narrative in the Acts of the Apostles. We shall now 
proceed to consider the statements of the Apostle Paul, 
and endeavour to ascertain what the supposed miraculous 
Charisma really is. That it is something very different 
from what the unknown writer represents it in the episode 
of Pentecost cannot be doubted. ''\Vhoever has, even once, 
read with attention what Paul writes of the speaking with 
tongues in the Corinthian community," writes Thierscl1, 
" knows that the difference between that gift of tongues 

1 NeaHder, P.8.anzung, u. e. w., p. 19. 
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and this (of Acts ii.) could scarcely be greater. There, a 
speech which no mortal can understand without interpre
tation, and also no philologist, but the Holy Spirit alone 
can interpret; here, a speech which requires no inter
pretation. That gift serves only for the edification of the 
speaker, this clearly also for that of the hearer. The 
one is of no avail for the instruction of the ignorant; the 
other, clearly, is imparted wholly for that purpose." 1 

It may be well that we should state a few reasons 
which show that Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, 
does not intend, in speaking of yAwuua's AaAeiv, to 
represent speech in foreign languages. In the very 
outset of his dissertation on the subject (xiv. 2), Paul 
very distinctly declares as the principal reason for 
preferring prophecy to the gift of tongues : " For he that 
speaketh with a tongue (AaAwv ')'AW<T<TTJ) speaketh not 
unto men but unto God : for no one understandeth 9 

(ov&~s alCOVE,)." How could this be said if ')'AW<T<T'fl 
hlew meant merely speaking a foreign language ? The 
presence of a single person versed in the language spoken 
would in such a case vitiate the whole of Paul's argu
ment. The statement made is general, it will be 
observed, and not limited. to one community, but applied 
to a place like Corinth, one of the greatest commercial 
cities, in which merchants, seamen, and visitors of all 
countries were to be found, it would have been unreason
able to have characterized a foreign tongue as absolutely 
unintelligible. In xiv. 9, Paul says: "So likewise ye, 
unless ye utter by the tongue (S,Q. rijs ')'AW<T<TTJS) words 

1 Thierach, Die Kirche im apost. Zeitalter, 2te aufl., 1858, p. 68 f. 
s The literal meaning of course is, "no one heareth," but the sense is 

"heareth with the underatanding." Cf. Mk. iv. 33 and the I.xx. version 
of ~n. xi. 7, Isaiah xxxvi. 11, &c., &:c., where aa:ovn11 has this mean
ing. The word is rightly rendered in the A. V. 
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easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is 
spoken ? for ye will be speaking into air." How could 
Paul use the expression " by the tongue" if he meant a 
foreign language in v. 2 and elsewhere? He is com
paring yAwuua's AaAEtv in the preceding verses with the 
sounds of musical instruments, and the point reached in 
v. 9 clearly brings home the application of his argument : 
the yAwuu~ AaAEtv is unintelligible, like the pipe or 
harp, and unless the tongue utter words which have an 
understood meaning, it is mere speaking into air. Is it 
possible that Paul would call speech in a language, foreign 
to him, perhaps, but which nevertheless was the mother 
tongue of some nation, " speaking into air" ? In such a 
case, he must have qualified his statement by obvious 
explanations, of which not a word appears throughout his 
remarks. That he does not speak of foreign languages 
is made still more clear by the next two verses, v. I 0 : in 
which, eonti11uing hi:) argument from analogy, he actually 
compares yAwuua's AaAEw with speech in foreign 
languages, and ends, v. 11 : "If, therefore, I know not 
the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that 
speaketh a barbarian (foreigner) and he that speaketh a 
barbarian (foreigner) in my judgment." 1 Paul's logic is 
certainly not always beyond reproach, but he cannot he 
accused of perpetrating such an antithesis as contrasting 
a thing with itself. He, therefore, explicitly distinguishes 
(v. 10) ylvr, <fx»116'11 "kinds of languages"2 from (xii. 10, 
28, &c.) ylvr, yAwuuw11 ''kinds of tongues." In xiv. 6, 
Paul says : " If I come unto you speaking with tongues 
(yAwuua's AaAwv) what shall I profit you, unless I shall 

1 I0.11 0~11 µ;, .13.;. ~11 3u11Gµ111 ~s 'f>"'l'ijs, lvol"" r¥ M>.oii"' fjGpfJapos ml .s 
>.a>..;.11111 lµo& fjap~pos. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. 

' It is unnecessary to show that ~..;, is uaed to expreea language. 
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speak to you either in revelation, or in knowledge, or in 
prophecy, or in teaching?" (lv a1TOICaA1'1p£L ~ W '}'J'W<T£L ~ 
& 1Tpo</rtJ'r£Uf ~ lv 8t8a.xfi) ; and then he goes on to 
compare such unintelligible speech with musical in
struments. Now it is obvious that revelation, knowledge, 
prophecy and teaching might equally be expressed in 
foreign languages, and, therefore, in " speaking with 
tongues" it is no mere difficulty of expression which 
makes it unprofitable, but that general unintelligibility 
which is the ground of the whole of Paul's objections. 
Paul exclaims ( v. 18) : "I thank God I speak with a tongue 
('yMluO"lJ Xa.Aw)1 more than ye all, (19) but in a church 
I would rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in 
a tongue (lv yAwuO"lJ)." 2 We have already pointed out 
that there is no evidence whatever that Paul could speak 
many languages. So far as we have any information, 
he only made use of Greek and Aramaic, and never 
even preached where those languages were not current. 
He always employed the former in his Epistles, whether 
addressed to Corinth, Galatia, or Rome, and his know
ledge even of that language was certainly not pe1fect. 
Speaking " with a tongue" cannot, for reasons previously 
given, mean a foreign language ; and this is still more 
obvious from what he says in v. 19, just quoted, in which 
he distinguishes speaking with a tongue from speaking 
with his understanding. Five words so spoken are 
better than ten thousand in a tongue, because he speaks 

• This is the reading of A, D, E, F, G, ~.and other ancient codices, 
and is adopted by most critics in preference to yA~uucus the reading of 
B,K,L. 

' 18. 1iJxap1rrr<;, .,.¥ 81¥, "'&"'"",,, vpJ;J11 ,uillo11 yA~trf/ Aa>.;;,, 19. dAAa 111 
l 1CiA.']Ulf! 81'A"' fl'EITf Myovr .,.¥ 110t /WU Aa>.ijuai, l11a ml iIA>.ous ICGT'JX~UOI, q 
,.vpiovs AO)oous 111 yA~O'trfl · 1 Cor. xiv. 18, 19. 
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with the unrlerstanding in the one case and without it in 
the second. It is clear that a man speaks with his under
standing as much in one language as another, but it is 
the main characteristic of the speech we are discussing 
that it is throughout opposed to understanding : c( vv. 
14, 15. It would be inconceivable that, if this gift 
really signified power to speak foreign languages, Paul 
could on the one hand use the expressions in this letter 
with regard to it, and on the other that he could have 
failed to add remarks consistent with such an interpre
tation. For instance is it possible that the Apostle in 
repressing the exercise of the Charisma, as he does, could 
have neglected to point out some other use for it than 
mere personal edification ? Could he have omitted to tell 
some of these speakers with tongues that, instead of 
wasting their languages in a church where no one 
understood them, it would be well for them to employ 
them in the instmction of the nations whose tongues had 
been supernaturally imparted to them? As it is, Paul 
checks the use of a gift bestowed by the Holy Spirit, 
and reduces its operation to the smallest limits, without 
once indicating so obvious a sphere of usefulness for the 
miraculous power. We need not, however, proceed to 
further arguments upon this branch of the subject; 
although, in treating other points, additional evidence 
will constantly present itself. For the reasons we have 
stated, and many others, the great majority of critics 
are agreed that the gift of tongues, according to Paul, was 
not the power of speaking foreign languages previously 
unknown.1 But for the narrative in Acts ii. no one 
would ever have thought of such an interpretation. 

1 So Bardili, Baur, Bleek, Davidson, Eichhorn, Ewald, F1ituiche, 
Gfrorer, Hausrath, Bilgenfeld, Boltzmann, Keim, Meyer, Neauder, 
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Coming now to consider the two Charismata, " kindH 
of tongues " and " the interpretation of tongues," more 
immediately in connection with our inquiry, as so-calle<l 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, we shall fast 
endeavour to ascertain some of their principal character
istics. The theory of foreign languages supernaturally 
imparted without previous study may be definitively 
laid aside. 'fhe interpretation of tongues may go with 
it, but requires a few observations. It is clear from 
Paul's words throughout this · dissertation that the 
interpretation of to11gues not only was not invariably 
attached to the gift of tongues 1 (1 Cor. xiv. 13, 27, 28), 
but was at least often a separate gift possessed without 
the kinds of tongues (cf. xii. 10, 28, xiv. 26, 28). 
Nothing can be more specific than xii. 10 '' .. to another 
kinds of tongues ; and to another interpretation of 
tongues ; " and again, v. 30 : "do all speak with 
tongues ? do all interpret ? " This is iudeed presaged 
by the "diversities of gifts," &c., of xii. 4 ff. Upon the 
hypothesis of foreign languages, this would presuppose 
that some spoke languages which they could not 
interpret, and consequently could not understand, and 
that others understood languages which they could 
not speak. The latter poiut is common enough in 
ordinary life ; but, in this instance, the miracJe of 
supernaturally receiving a perfect knowledge of Ian-

Noack, Olshausen, Overbeck, Paulus, PfleiderP.r, de Pressens~, Renan, 
Bell88, Schaff, Schrader, Schulz, Scbwegler, Stap, Steudel, de Wette, 
Wieeeler, Weisse, Zeller, and others. 

1 Etoald maintains that 11 interpretation" was always separate from 
"tongues." Die Sendscbr. dee Ap. Paul., p. 205, anm. Wit«Ier at one 
time (St. u. Krit., 1838, p. 720 f.) asserted that the speaker with tongues 
was always his own interpreter. He subsequently (St. u. Krit., 1860, 
p. 117 ff.) withdrew this extraordinary theory. 

H•L. Ill, c <. 
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guages, instautaneously and without previous study, is 
as great as to receive the power to speak them. The 
anomaly in the miracle, merely to point out a suggestive 
discrepancy where all is anomalous, is that the gift 
of tongues should ever have been separated from the 
gift of interpretation. If a man understand the foreign 
language he speaks he can interpret it; if he cannot inter
pret it, he caunot understand it; and if he cannot under
stand it, can he possibly speak it? Certainly not. without 
his having been made a perfectly mechanical instrument 
through which, apart from the understanding and the will, 
sounds are involuntarily produced, which is not to be en
tertained. Still pursuing the same hypothesis,-the one 
gift is to speak languages which no one understands, the 
other to undei·stand languages which no one speaka. Paul 
never even assumes the probability that the " tongue" 
spoken is understood by any one except the interpreter. 
'fhe interpretation of such obscure tongues must have 
been a gift very little used,-never, indeed, except as 
the complement to the gift of tongues. The natural 
and useful facility in languages is apparently divided 
into two supernatural and useless halves. The idea is 
irresistibly suggested, as apparently it was to the 
Apostle himself, whether it would not have been more 
for the good of mankind and for the honour of 
Christianity, if, instead of these two miraculously in
complete gifts, a little natural good sense, five words 
even, to be spoken in the vernacular tongue and requiring 
no interpretation had been imparted. If, instead of 
foreign languages, we substitute the utterance of ecstatic 
religious excitement, the anomaly of speaking a lan
guage without understanding it or being · understood 
becomes intelligible ; and equally so the interpretation, 
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unaccompanied by the power of speaking. It is obvious 
in both cases that, as no one understands the tongue, 
no one can determine whether the interpretation of it be 
accurate or not. But it is easily conceivable that a sympa
thetic nervous listener might suppose that he under
stood the broken and incoherent speech of ecstasy and 
might interpret it according to his own stimulated 
imagination. The mysterious and unknown are sugges
tive texts, and there is nothing more infectious than 
religious excitement. In all this, however, is there any
thing miraculous? 

We need not further demonstrate that the chief and 
general characteristic of "kinds of tongues," was that 
they were unintelligible (cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 2, 6-11, 13-19). 
Speaking with the spirit ( 7"'wµ.a.) is opposed to speaking 
with the understanding (vov~) (cf. vv. 14-16, &c.). They 
were not only unintelligible to others, but the speaker 
himself did not understand what he uttered: v. 14. "For 
if I pray with a tongue (yXwucrv) my spirit (7rvwp.a.) 
prayeth, but my understanding (vov~) is unfruitful" (cf. 
15 f. 19). We have already pointed out that Paul speaks 
of these Charismata in general, and not as affecting 
the Corinthians only ; and we must now add that he 
obviously does not even insinuate that the '' kinds of 
tongues" possessed by that community was a spurious 
Charisma, or that any attempt had been made to simulate 
the gift ; for nothing could have been more simple than 
for the Apostle to denounce such phenomena as false, 
and to distinguish the genuine from the imitated speech 
with tongues. The most convincing proof that his re
marks refer to the genuine Charisma is that the Apostle 
applies to himself the very same restrictions in the 
use of " tongues " as he enforces upon the Corinthians 

c c 2 
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(vv.18-19, 6, &c.), and characterises his own gift precisely 
as :he does theirs (vv. 6, 11, 14, 15, 19). 

Now what was the actual operation of this singular 
miraculous gift, and its utility whether as regards the 
community or the gifted individual ? Paul restricts the 
speaking of " tongues " in church because, being un
intelligible, it is not for edification (xiv. 2 ff. 18 f. 23, 
27, 28). He himself does not make use of his gift 
for the assemblies of believers ( vv. 6, 18). Another 
ground upon which he objects to the use of " kinds 
of tongues " in public is that all the gifted apparently 
speak at once (vv. 23, 27 f. 33). It will be remem
bered that all the Charismata and their operations are 
described as due to the direct agency of the Holy Spirit 
(xii. 4 ff.); and immediately following their enumeration, 
ending with ''kinds of tongues" and "interpretation of 
tongues," the Apostle resumes: v. 11. "but all these 
worketh the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each 
severally as he wills ; " and in Acts ii. 4 the brethren are 
represented as speaking with tongues "as the Spirit gave 
them utterance." Now the first thought which presents 
itself is: How can a gift which is due to the direct working 
of the Holy Spirit possibly be abused? \Ve must remem
ber clearly that the speech is not expressive of the under
standing of the speaker. The 1T11Evp.aTucof. spoke under the 
inspiration of the supernatural Agent, what neither they 
nor others understood. Is it permissible to suppose th~ 
the Holy Spirit could inspire speech with tongues at an un
fitting time? Can we imagine that this Spirit can actually 
have prompted many people to speak at one and the same 
time to the utter disturbance of order? Is not such a gift 
of tongues more like the confusion of tongues in Babel 1 

1 CT. Scl1rnder, Der Ap. Pttulus, ii. p. i2 f. 
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than a christian Charisma ? " And the Lord said : 
. . Go to, let us go down and there confound 

their language, that they may not understand one 
another's speech."1 In spite of his abstract belief in the 
divine origin of the Charisma, Paul's language uncon
sciously betrays practical doubt as to its character. Does 
not such sarcasm as the foHowing seem extremely inde
corous when critidsing a result produced directly by the 
Holy Spirit? (xiv. 23) "If, therefore, the whole church be 
come into one place and all speak with tongues, and there 
come in unlearned and unbelieving persons will they not 
say that ye are mad?" At Pentecost such an assembly 
was supposed to be drnnken.2 The whole of the counsel 
of the Apostle upon this occasion really amounts to an 
injunction to quench the Spirit. It is quite what might be 
expected in the case of the excitement of ecstatic religion, 
that the strong emotion should principally find vent in the 
form of prayer and praise (vv. 15 ff.), equa11y so that it 
should be unintelligible and that no one should know when 
to say" Amen" (v. 16), and that all should speak at once, 
and still more so that the practical result should be 
tumult (vv. 23, 33). All this, it might appear, could be 
produced without the intervention of the Holy Spirit. 
So far, is there any. utility in the miracle? 

But we are told that it is "for a sign." Paul argues 
upon this point in a highly eccentric manner. He 
quotes (v. 21} Isaiah xxviii. 11, 12, in a form neither 
agreeing with the Septuagint nor with the Hebrew, a 
passage which has merely a superficial and verbal 
analogy with the gift of tongues, but whose real histo-

1 Gen. xi. 6, 7. 
: The same gift, it is generally understood, is raferre<\ to in Epbes. 

T. ]fl ff. · 
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rical meaning has no reference to it whatever : " In the 
Law it is written, that with men of other tongues and 
with tl1e lips of others will I speak unto this people; and 
yet for a11 that they will not hear me, saith the Lord." 
The Apostle continues with singular logic : "So that 
(~O"TE) the tongues are for a sign (El~ CTTJµ.El.o11) not to those 
who believe but to the unbelieving ; but prophecy is not 
for the unbelieving but for those who believe. If, there
fore, the whole church be come into one place, and all 
speak with tongues, and there come in unlearned or un
believing persons, will they not say that ye are mad ? But 
if all prophesy and there come in an unbeliever . . . . . 
he is convicted by all . • . . . and so falling on his face 
he will worship God, reporting that God is indeed in you." 
The Apostle himself shows that the tongues cannot be 
considered a sign by unbelievers, upon whom, apparently, 
they produce no other impression than that the speakers 
are mad or drunken. U ndcr any circumst.ances, the 
"kinds of tongues " described by the Apostle are a very 
sorry specimen of the" signs and wonders and powers .. 
of which we have beard so much. It is not surprising 
that the Apostle prefers exhort.ation in a familiar tongue. 
In an ecstatic state, men are incapable of edifying others : 
we sha11 presently see how far they can edify themselves. 
Paul utters the pith of the whole matter at the very 
outset of his homily, when he prefers exhortation to kinds 
of tongues: v. 2. "For be that speaketh with a tongue 
speaketh not unto men but unto God : for no one under
standeth, but in Spirit he speaketh mysteries " (>uxAEi 
µ.vCTTT}pta). It is not possible to read bis words with
out the impression that the Apostle treats the whole 
subject with suppressed impatience. His mind was too 
prone to helieve in spiritual mysteries, and his nervous 
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nature too susceptible to religious emotion and enthu
siasm to permit him clearly to recognize the true cha
racter of the gift of "tongues ; '' but his good sem;e 
asserted itself and, after protesting t11at he would rather 
speak five words with his understanding than ten thou
sand words in a tongue, he breaks off with the charac
teristic exclamation (v. 20) : " Brethren, become not 
children in your ·minds" (p.~ TTa.r.8fu. yf.vecrOe Ta.~ <f>pecrf.v). 
The advice is not yet out of place. 

What was the private utility or advantage of the super
natural gift ? How did he who spoke with a tongue 
edify himself? (v. 4.) Paul clearly states that he does 
not edify the church (vv. 2 ff.). In the passage just 
quoted the Apostle, however, says that the speaker 
" with a tongue " " speaketh to God" ; and further on 
(vv. 18, 19) he implies that, although he himself does 
not use the gift in public, he does so in private. He 
admonishes (v. 28) any one gifted with tongues, if there 
be no interprete1· present, to "keep silence in a church, 
but let him speak to himself and to God." But in what 
does the personal edification of the individual consist? 
In employing language, which he does not comprehend, 
in private prayer and praise? In addressing God in some 
unintelligible jargon, in the utterance of which his under
standing has no part? Many strange purposes and pro
ceedings have been attributed to the Supreme Being, but 
probably none has been imagined more incongruous 
than a gift of tongues unsuitable for the edification of 
others, and not inte1ligible to the recipient, but considered 
an edifying substitute in private devotion for his own 
language. This was certainly not the form of prayer 
which Jesus taught his disciples:• And this gift was valued 

• Mt. vi. 5 tr. ; Luke xi. I ff. 
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more highly in the Corinthian Church than all the rest! 
Do we not get an instructive insight into the nature of 
the other Charismata from this suggestive fact? The 
reality of miracles does not seem to be demonstrated by 
these chapters.1 

'Ve have already stated that the vast majority of critics 
explain yAwuua.i~ Aa.AEi11 as speech in an ecstatic con
dition ;2 aJ.Jd all the phenomena described by Paul closely 
con·espond with the utterance of persons in a state of 
extreme religious enthusiasm, and excitement, of which 
many illustrations might be given from other religions 
before and since the commencement of our era, as well as 
in the history of Christianity in early and recent times. 
Every one knows of the proceedings of the heathen oracles, 
the wild writhings and cries of the Pythoness and the 
mystic utterances of the Sibyl. In the Old Testament 
there is allusion to the ecstatic emotion of the prophets in 
the account of Saul, 1 Sam. xix. 24; cf. Isaiah viii. 19, 
xxix. 4. The Montanists exhibited similar phenomena, 
and Tertullian bas recorded several instances of such re
ligious excitement, to which we have elsewhere referred. 
Chrysostom had to repress paroxysms of pious excitement 
closely resembling these in the fourth century ;' and even 
down to our own times instances have never been wanting 
of this form of hysterical religion. Into none of this can 
we enter here. Enough, we trust, has been said to show 
the true character of the supposed supernatural Charis
mata of Paul from his own account of them, and the infor
mation contained in his epistles. 

1 It is impossible to refer to every writer by whom the arguments adopted 
throughout this section may have been used or 1mggeeted, but we very 
gladly express obligation, especially to the writings of Baur, Zeller, 
Meyer, Reuss, Overbe<'k, IJoltzmaran, and Neander, referred to higher 
up {note J, p. 366). 2 Nota J, p. 366. 1 Hom. in 111., Ti. 2. 
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Although we have been forced to examine in con
siderable detail the passages in the writings of Paul 
cited by apologists in support of miracles, the study is 
one of great value to our inquiry. These are the only 
passc'\ges wl1ich we possess in which a contemporary 
and eye-witness describes what he considers super
natural phenomena, and conveys to us his impression 
of miraculous agency. Instead of traditional reports 
of miracles narrated by writers who are unknown, and 
who did not witness the occurrences in question, we 
have here a trustworthy witness dealing with matters 
in which he was personally interested, and writing a 
didactic homily upon the nature and operation 0f 
Charismata, which he believed to be miraculous and 
conferred upon the Church by the immediate agency 
of the Holy Spirit. The nineteenth century here comes 
into direct contact with the age of miracles, but at the 
touch the miracles vanish, and that which, seen through 
the golden mist of pious tradition, seems to possess 
unearthly power and beauty, on closer examination 
dwindles into the prose of every day life. The more 
minutely reported miracles are scanned, the more unreal 
they are recognized to be. The point to which we 
now desire to call attention, however, is the belief and 
the mental constitution of Paul. 'Ve have seen some
thing of the nature and operation of the gift of tongues. 
That the phenomena described proceeded from an 
ecstatic state, into which persons of highly excitable 
nervous organization are very liable to fall under the 
operation of strong religious impressions, can scarcely be 
doubted. Eminent apologists• have gravely illustrated 
the phenomena by the analogy of mesmerism, soru-

' Dlef'k, Oli<hanson, and other11. 
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nambulism and the effects of magnetism. Paul asserts 
that he was subject to the influence, whatever it was, 
more than anyone, and there is nothing which is more 
credible than the statement, ·or more characteristic of 
the Apostle. We desire to speak of him with the 
profoundest respect and admiration. We know more, 
from his epistles, of the intimate life and feelings of 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles than of any other 
man of the apostolic age, and it is impossible not to feel 
warm sympathy with his noble and generous character. 
The history of Christianity, after the death of its Founder, 
would sink almost into common-place if the grand figure 
of Paul were blotted from its pages. But it is no 
detraction to recognize that his nervous temperament 
rendered him peculiarly susceptible of those religious im
pressions which result in conditions ?f ecst.atic trance, te 
which, as we actually learn from himself, he was ex
ceptionally subject. The effects of this temperament 
probably first made him a Christian ; and to his enthusi
astic imagination we owe most of the supernatural dogmas 
of the religion which he adopted and transformed. 

One of these trances the Apostle himself recounts, 1 

always with the cautious reserve : " whether in the 
body or out of the body I know not, God knoweth," 
how he was caught up to the third heaven, and in 
Paradise heard unutterable words which it is not 
lawful for a man to speak ; in immediate connection 
with which he continues : " And lest I should be 
exalted above measure by the excess of the revelations, 
there was given to me a stake ( ulCO">..ot/J) in the flesh, 
::in angel of Satan to buffet me " 2 This was one of 

' 2 Cor. xii. 1 ff. 
' 2 Cor. xii. 7. We need not discuss the connection of ml Tj bnp/Jo).j. 

Wo have adopted that which is also the reading of the A. V. 
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the " visions ( mau{a~) and revelations ( a:7TOKaAV1/ms) 
of the Lord " of which he speaks, and of which he had 
such an excess ·to boast. ·can any one doubt that 
this was nearly akin to the state of ecstatic trance in 
which he spoke with tongues more than aU the Corin
thians? Does any one suppose that Paul, "whether in 
the body or out of the body," was ever actually caught 
up into " the third heaven," wherever that may be? or 
doubt that this was simply one of the pious hallucina
tions which visit those who are in such a state ? If we 
are seriously to discuss the point,-it is clear that 
evidence of such a thing is out of the question ; that 
Paul himself admits that he cannot definitely describe 
what happened ; that we have no other ground for 
considering the matter than the Apostle's own mys
terious utterance ; that it is impossible for a person 
subject to such visions and hallucinations to dis
tinguish between reality and seeming ; that this narrative 
bas not only all the character of hallucination, but 
no feature of sober fact ; and final1y that, whilst it 
accords with all experiences of visionary hallucination, it 
contradicts all experience of practical life. 'Ve have seen 
that Paul believes in the genuineness and supernatural 
origin of the divine Charismata, and he in like manner 
believes in the reality of his visions and revelations. 
He has equal reason, or want of reason, in both cases. 

What, however, was the nature of the " stake in the 
flesh " which, upon the theory of the diabolical origin 
of disease, he calls "an angel of Satan to buffet me"? 
There have been many conjectures offered, but one 
explanation which has been advanced by able critics 
has special force and probability. It is suggested that 
this "stake in the flesh," which almost all now at 
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least recognise to have been some physical malady, 
and very many suppose to have been headache or some 
other similar periodical and painful affection, was in 
reality a form of epilepsy.• It has been ably 
argued that the representation of the malady as "an 
angel of Satan" to buffet him, directly connects it 
with nervous disorders like epilepsy, which the Jews 
especially ascribed to diabolic.al influence ; and the 
mention of this CTKO'Xotfl in immediate continuation of 
his remarks on "visions" and "revelations," which a 
tendency to this very malady would so materially assist 
in producing, further confirms the conjecture.2 No 
one can deny, and medical and psychological annals 
prove, that many men have been subject to visions 
and hallucinations which have never been seriously 
attributed to supernatural causes. There is not one 
single valid reason remoYing the ecstatic visions and 
trances of ihe Apostle Paul from this class. 

'Ve do not yet discuss the supposed vision in which 
he saw the risen Jesus, though it is no exception ~ 
the rest, but reserve it for the next chapter. At present, 
it suffices that we point out the bearing of our exami
nation of Paul's general testimony to miracles upon 
our future consideration of bis evidence for the Resur
rection. If it be admitted that his judgment as to 
the miraculous character of the Charismata is fallacious, 
and that what he considered miraculous were simply 
natural phenomena, the theory of the reality of miracles 

I Ewald, Sendechr. des Ap. Paulus, p. 307 r. ; Hauwath, Der Ap. 
Paulus, p. 62 ff. ; Hofmann, Die heil. Sehr. N. T., 1866, ii. 3, p. 309 ; 
Doz.ten, Zum Ev. dee PaulUB, u. s. w., p. 85 fl'. ; Lightfoot, Galatians, 
p. 1861'. ; Strcw811, Das Leb. Jesu, p. 30:?; Weber u. Hollnnann, <ksch. 
V. Isr., ii. p. 542 f. 

' Hnl1k11, Zurn Jo:\". des Paulus u. des Petrus, 1868, p. 85 f. 
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becomes leRs tenable than ever. And if, further, it 
be recognized, as we think it necessarily must be, 
that Paul was subject to natural ecstatic trances, with 
all their accompanying forms of nervous excitement : 
" kinds of tongues," visions, and religious hallucina
tions, a strong and clear light will fall upon his further 
testimony for miraculous occurrences which we shall 
shortly have before us. 
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PART VI. 

THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE RELATION 01'' EVIDENCE TO SCBJECT. 

WHEN the evidence of the Gospels regarding the 
great central dogmas of ecclesiastical Christianity is 
shown to be untrustworthy and insufficient, apologists 
appeal with confidence to the testimony of the Apostle 
Paul. We presume that it is not necessary to 
show that, in fact, the main weight of the case rests 
upon his epistles, as undoubted documents of the 
apostolic age, written some thirty or forty years after 
the death of the Master. The retort has frequently 
been made to the earlier portion of this work that, 
so long as the evidence of Paul remains unshaken, 
the apologetic position is secure. 'ye may quote a 
few lines from an able work, part of a passage dis
cussed in the preceding chapter, as a statement of 
the case: " In the first place, merely as a matter of 
historical attestation, the Gospels are not the strongest 
evidence for the Christian miracles. Only one of the 
four, in its present shape, is claimed as the work of 
an Apostle, and of that the genuineness is disputed. 
The Acts of the Apostles stand upon very much the 
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13&Ille footing with the Synoptic Gospels, and of this 
book, we are promised a further examination. But we 
possess at least some undoubted writings of one who 
was himself a chief actor in the events which followed 
immediately upon those recorded in the Gospels ; 
and in these undoubted writings St. Paul certainly 
shows by incidental allusions, the good faith of which 
cannot be questioned, that he believed himself to be 
endowed with the power of working miracles, and 
that miracles, or what were thought to be such, were 
actually wrought by him and by his contemporaries. 
. . . . Besides these allusions, St. Paul repeatedly 

-refers to the cardinal miracles of the Resurrection 
and Ascension ; he refers to them as notorious and 
unquestionable facts at a time when ·such an assertion 
might have been easily refuted. On one occasion he 
gives a very circumstantial account of the testimony 
on which the belief in the Resurrection rested (1 Cor. 
xv. 4-8). And not only does he assert the Resurrection 
as a fact, but he builds upon it a whole scheme of 
doctrine : ' If Christ be not risen,' he says, ' then 
is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.' 
We do not stay now to consider the exact philosophical 
weight of this evidence. It will be time enough to 
do this when it has received the critical discussion 
that may be presumed to be in store for it. But as 
external evidence, in the ~egal sense, it is probably 
the best that can be produced, and it has been entirely 
untouched so far." 1 We have already disposed of 
the " allusions" above referred to. We shall in clue 
time deal with ·the rest of the statements in this 
passage, but at present it is sufficient to ngree at 

1 Sanday, The Goepel.a in the Seoond Century, 1876, ii. 10 f. 
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least with the remark that, " as external evidence," the 
testimony of Paul " is probably the best that can be 
produced." Vle know at least who the witness really 
is, which is an advantage denied us in the case of 
the Gospels. It would be premature to express sur
prise, however, that we find the case of miracles, and 
more especially of such stupendous miracles as the 
Resurrection and Ascension, practically resting upon 
the testimony of a single witness. This thought will 
intrude itself, but cannot at present be pursued. 

The allegation which we have to examine is that the 
Founder of Christianity, after being dead and buri~ 
rose from the dead and did not ~<rain die, but after 
remaining sometime with his disciples ascended with 
his body into heaven.1 It is unnecessary to complicate 
the question by adding the other doctrines regarding the 
miraculous birth and divine origin and personality of 
Jesus. In the problem before us, certain objective facts 
are asserted which admit of being judicially tested. W ~ 
have nothing to do here with the vague modem repre
sentation of these events, by means of which the objectirn 
facts vanish, and are replaced by subjective impressions 
and tricks of consciousness or symbols of spiritual life. 
Those who adopt such views have, of course, abandoned 
all that is real and supernatural in the supposed events. 
The Resurrection and Ascension which we have to deal 
with are events precisely as objective and real as the 

I In the Articles or the Church of England this ia upreaeed .. CoUo .... : 
Art. ii. " •.•.. who truly sufl'ered, was crucified, dead, and buried, .tc., 
&c." A.rt. iii. "As Christ died for us, and was buried ; so also it is to be 
Wlieved that He went down into Hell." Art. it-. "Christ did truly riae 
again from death, and took again His Body, with flesh, bones, and all 
things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature, wherewith He 
a'Mlended into Heaven, and there sitteth, until He return to judge all 
men at the last day." 
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death and hurial,-no ideal process figured by the imagi
nation or embodiments of christian hope, but tangible 
realities, historical occurrences in the sense of ordinary 
life. If Jesus, after being cmcified, dead and buried, 
did not physically rise again from the dead, and in the 
flesh, 1 without again dying, . "ascend into Heaven," the 
whole case falls to the ground. These incidents, although 
stupendous miracles, must have been actual occur
rences. If they did not really take place, our task 
is at an end. If it be asserted that they really did 
take place their occurrence must be attested by adequate 
evidence. Apologists, whilst protesting that the occur
rences in question are be1ieved upon ordinary historical 
evidence, and that Christianity requires no indulgence, but 
submits itself to the same tests as any other affirmation, 
do not practically act upon this principle ; but, as soon 
as it is enunciated, introduce a variety of special 
pleas which remove the case from the domain of history 
into that of theology, and proceed upon one assump
tion after another until the fundamental facts become 
enveloped and, so to say, protected from judicial criticism 
by a cloud of religious dogmas and hypotheses.2 By 
confining our attention to the simple facts which form 
the basis of the whole superstmcture of ecclesiastical 
Christianity, we may avoid much confusion of ideas, and 

1 The disappearance of the body from the sepulchre, a point much in
sisted upon, could have bad no significance or r<'ality if the body did not 
me and afterwards ascend. 

t A work of this kind may be mentioned in illustration : Dr. West
cott's " GoEpel of the Resurrection." Tho argument of this work is of 
unquestionable ability, but it is chiefly remarkable, we think, for tho 
manner in which tho direct evidence is hurried over, and a mass of assor
Uoll.I and a881UDptions, the greater part of which is utterly untenable and 
inadmiasible, is woven into specious and eloquent pleading, and does duty 
for substantial testimony. 

voi.. rn. DD 
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restrict the field of inquiry to reasonable limits. We 
propose, therefore, to limit our investigation to the 
evidence for the reality of the Resurrection and 
Ascension. 

What evidence could be regarded as sufficient to estab
lish the reality of such supposed occurrences? The 
question is one which demands the serious attention and 
consideration of every thoughtful man. It is obvious 
that the amount of evidence requisite to satisfy our minds 
as to the truth of any statement should be measured by 
the nature of the statement made and, we may as well add, 
by its practical importance to ourselves. The news that 
a man was married or a child born last week is received 
without doubt, because men are married and children 
are born every day ; and although such pieces of gossip 
are frequently untrue, nothing appears more natural or 
in accordance with our experience. If we take more 
distant and less familiar events we have no doubt that a 
certain monarch was crowned, and that he subsequently 
died some centuries ago. · If we ask for the evidence for 
the statement, nothing may be forthcoming of a very 
minute or indubitable nature. No absolute eye-witness 
of the coronation may have left a clear and detailed 
narrative of the ceremony; and possibly there may no 
longer be ·extant a sufficiently attested document proving 
with certainty the death of the monarch. There are 
several considerations, however, which make us perfectly 
satisfied with the evidence, incomplete as it may be. 
:Monarchs are generally crowned and invariably die ; and 
the statement that any one particular monarch was 
crowned and died is so completely in conformity with 
experience, that we have no hesitation in believing it in 
the specific case. We are satisfied to believe such 
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ordinary statements upon very slight evidence, both 
because our experience prepares us to believe that they 
are true, and because we do not much care whether they 
are true or not. If life, or even succession to an estate, 
depended upon either event, the demand for evidence, 
even in such simple matters, would be immensely inten
sified. The converse of the statement, however, would 
not meet with the same reception. \V ould anyone believe 
the affirmation that Alfred the Great, for instance, did 
not die at all ? What amount of evidence would he 
required before such a statement could be pronounced 
sufficiently attested? Universal experience would be so 
uniformly opposed to the assertion that such a pheno
menon had taken place, that probably no evidence which 
could readily be conceived could ensure the belief of 
more than a credulous few. The assertion that a man 
actually died and was buried, and yet afterwards rose from 
the dead, is still more at variance with human experience. 
The prolongation of life to long periods is comparatively 
consistent with experience ; and if a life extending to 
several centuries be incredible it is only so in degree, and 
is not absolutely contrary to the order of nature, which 
certainly under present conditions does not favour the 
supposition of such lengthened existence, but still does 
not fix hard and fast limits to the life of man. The 
resurrection of a man who has once been absolutely 
dead, however, is contrary to all human experience, 
and to all that we know of the order of nature. If 
to this we add the assertion that the person so raised 

. from the dead never again died, but after continuing some 
time longer on earth, ascended bodily to some invisible 
and inconceivable place called Heaven, there to " sit at 
the right hand of God," the shock to reason and common 

DD 2 
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sense becomes so extreme, that it is difficult even to 
realize the nature of the affirmation. It would be hope
less to endeavour to define the evidence which could 
establish the reality of the alleged occurrences. 

As the central doctrines of a religion upon which 
the salvation of the human race is said to depend, 
we are too deeply interested to be satisfied with slight 
evidence or no evidence at all. It has not unfrequently 
been made a reproach that forensic evidence is required 
of the reality of Divine Revelation. Such a course is re
garded as perfectly preposterous, whether the test be 
applied to the primary assertion that a revelation has 
been made at all, or to its contents. What kind of evi
dence then are we permitted decorously to require upon 
so momentous a subject? Apparently, just so much as 
apologists can conveniently set before us, and no more. 
The evidence deemed necessary for the settlement of a 
Scotch Peerage case, or a disputed will, is, we do not 
hesitate to say, infinitely more complete than that which 
it is thought either pious or right to expect in the case of 
Religion. The actual occurrence of the Resurrection and 
Ascension, however, is certainly a matter of evidence and, 
to retort, it is scarcely decent that any man should be re
quired to believe what is so opposed to human experience, 
upon more imperfect evidence thau is required for the 
transfer of land or the right to a title, simply because 
ecclesiastical dogmas are founded upon them, and it is 
represented that unless they he true " our hope is vain." 
1'he testimony requisite to establish the reality of such 
stupendous miracles can scarcely be realized. Propor
tionately, it should be as unparalleled in its force as those 
events are in fact. One point, moreover, must never be 
forgotten. Human testimony is exceedingly fallible at its 
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best. It is liable to error from innumerable causes, and 
most of all, probably, when religious excitement is present, 
and disturbing elements of sorrow, fear, doubt, or enthu
siasm interfere with the calmness of judgment. When 
any assertion is made which contradicts unvarying expe
rience, upon evidence which experience knows to be 
universally liable to error, there cannot be much hesita
tion in disbelieving the assertion and preferring belief in 
the order of nature. And when evidence proceeds from 
an age not only highly exposed to error, from ignorance 
of natural laws, superstition, and religious excitement, 
but prolific in fabulous reports and untenable theories, it 
cannot be received without the gravest suspicion. We 
make these brief remarks, in anticipation, as nothing is 
more essential in the discussion upon which we are about 
to enter than a proper appreciation of the allegations 
which are to be tested, and of the nature of the testimony 
required for their belief. 

We shall not limit our inquiry to the testimony of 
Paul, but shall review the whole of the evidence adduced 
for the Resurrection and Ascension. Hitherto, our exami
nation of the historical books of the New Testament has 
been mainly for the purpose of ascertaining their charac
ter, and the value of their evidence for miracles and the 
reality of Divine Revelation. It is unnecessary for us 
here minutely to recapitulate the results. The Acts of 
the Apostles, we have shown, cannot be received aa testi
mony of the slightest weight upon any of the points 
before us. Written by an unknown author, who was not 
an eye-witness of the miracles related ; who describes 
events not as they occurred, but as his pious imagination 
supposed they ought to have occurred; who seldom touches 
history without transforming it by legend until the ori-
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ginal elements can scarcely be distinguished; who puts his 
own words and sentiments into the mouths of the Apos
tles and other persons of his narrative ; and who repre
sents almost every phase of the Church in the Apostolic 
age as inftuenced, or directly produced, by means of super
natural agency ; such a work is of no value as evidence 
for occurrences which are in contradiction to all hnman 
experience. Briefty to state the case of the Gospels in 
other words than our own, we repeat the honest state
ment of the able writer qu&ted at the beginning of this 
chapter : " In the first place, merely as a matter of his
torical attestation, the Gospels are not the strongest evi
dence for the Christian miracles. Only one of the four, 
in its present shape, is claimed as the work of an Apostle, 
and of that the genuineness is disputed." 1 We may add 
that the third Synoptic does not, in the estimation of any 
one who has examined the Acts of the Apostles, gain 
additional credibility by being composed by the same 
author as the latter work. The writers of the four Gos
pels are absolutely unknown to us, and in the case of 
three of them, it is not even affirmed that they were eye
witnesses of the Resurrection and Ascension and other 
miracles narrated. The undeniably doubtful authorship of 
the fourth Gospel, not to make a more positive statement 
here, renders this work, which was not mitten until upwards 
of half a century, at the very least, after the death of Jesus, 
incapable of proving anything in regard to the Resurrection 
and Ascension. A much stronger statement might ·be 
made, but we refer readers to our former volumes, and 
we shall learn something more of the character of the 
Gospel narratives as we proceed. 

Although we cannot attach any value to the Gospels 

1 Sanday, The Gospels in the Second Century, p. 10. 
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as evidence, we propose, before taking the testimony of 
Paul, to survey the various statements made by them 
regarding the astounding miracles we are discussing. 
Enough has been said to show that we cannot accept any 
statement as true simply because it is made by a Gospel 
or Gospels. When it is related in the first Synoptic, for 
instance, that Pilate took water and washed his hands 
before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of this 
man's blood : see ye to it," 1-an incident to which no 
reference, be it said in passing, is made by the other 
evangelists, although it is sufficiently remarkable to have 
deserved notice,-we cannot of course assume that Pilate 
actually said or did anything of the kind. A comparison 
of the various accounts of the Resurrection and Ascen
sion, however, and careful examination of their details, 
will be of very great use, by enabling us to appreciate 
the position of the case apart from the evidence of Paul. 
The indefinite impression fostered by apologists, that the 
evidence of the Gospels supplements and completes the 
evidence of the Apostle, and forms an aggregate body 
of testimony of remarkable force and volume, must be 
examined, and a clear conception formed of the whole 
case. 

One point may at once be mentioned before we enter 
upon our examination of the Gospels. The Evangelists 
narrate such astonishing occurrences as the Resurrection 
and Ascension with perfect composure and absence of 
surprise. This characteristic is even made an argument 
for the truth of their narrative. The impression made 
upon our minds, however, is the very reverse of that 
which apologists desire us to receive. The writers do 
not in the least degree seem to have realised the excep-

1 Mt. :uvii. 2-1. 
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tional character of the occurrences they relate, and betray 
the assurance of persons writing in an ignorant and 
superstitious age, whose minds have become too familiar 
with the supernatural to be at all surprised either by a 
resurrection from the dead or a bodily ascension. Mira
cles in their eyes ha,·c lost their strangeness and seem 
quite common-place. It will he seen as we examine the 
narratives that a stuptmdous miracle, or a convulsion of 
nature, is thrown in by one or omitted by another as a 
mere matter of detail. An earthquake and the resurrection 
of many bodies of saints are mere trifles which can be 
inserted without wonder or omitted without regret. 
The casual and momentary expression of hesitation to 
believe, which is introduced, is evidently nothing more 
than a rhetorical device to heighten the reality of the 
scene. It would have been infinitely more satisfactory 
had we been able to perceive that these witnesses, instead 
of being genuine denizens of the age of miracles, had 
really understood the astounding nature of the occur
rences they report, and did not consider a miracle the 
most natural thing in the world. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE EVIDENCE OF THE GOSPELS. 

IN order more fully to appreciate the nature of the 
narratives which the four evangelists give of the last 
hours of the life of Jesus, we may take them up at the 
point where, mocked and butf eted by the Roman soldiers, 
he is finally led away to be crucified. Let no one suppose 
that, in freely criticising the Gospels, we regard without 
emotion the actual incidents which lie at the bottom 
of these narratives. No one can form to himself any 
adequate conception of the terrible sufferings of the 
Master, maltreated and insulted by a base and brutal 
multitude, too degraded to understand his noble character, 
and too ignorant to appreciate his elevated teaching, 
without pain ; and to follow his course from the tribunal 
which sacrificed him to Jewish popular clamour to the 
spot where he ended a brief but self-sacrificing life by 
the shameful death of a slave may well make sympathy 
take the place of criticism. Profound veneration for the 
great Teacher, however, and earnest interest in all that 
concerns his history rather command serious and unhesi
tating examination of the statements made with regard 
to him, than discourage an attempt to ascertain the truth ; 
and it would be anything but respect for his memory to 
accept without question the Gospel accounts of his life 
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simply because they were composed with the desire to 
glorify him. 

According to the Synoptics, when Jesus is led away 
to be crucified, the Roman guard entrusted with the duty 
of executing the cruel sentence find a man of Cyrene, 
Simon by name, and compel him to carry the cross.1 It 
was customary for those condemned to crucifixion to 
carry the cross, or at least the main portion of it, them
selves to the place of execution, and no explanation is 
given by the Synoptists for the deviation from this 
practice which they relate. The fourth Gospel, however, 
does not appear to know anything of this incident or of 
Simon of Cyrene, but distinctly states that Jesus bore his 
own cross.1 On the way to Golgotha, according to tbe 
third Gospel, Jesus is followed by a great multitude of 
the people, and of women who were bewailing and 
lamenting him, and he addresses to them a few prophetic 
sentences.3 'Ve might be surprised at the singular fact 
that there is no reference to this incident in any other 
Gospel, and that words of Jesus, so weighty in them
selves and spoken at so supreme a moment, should not 
elsewhere have been recorded, but for the fact that, from 
internal evidence, the address must be assigned to a 
period subsequent to the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
other evangelists may, therefore, well ignore it. 

• Mt. xxvii. 32; Mk. xv. 21; Luke xxiii. 26. 
: /3clf1T•t(o>• «avr<t ro11 flTavpO.., John xix. 17. If instead of this read

ing, which is that of the Sinaitic and Alexandrian codices and other 
authorities, adopted by Tiechendorf and others, the ,.o., l1'f'tltlfKw cMW of 
the received text and Lachmann, or a'1ni "· flT,, of B, X, &:c., be preferred, 
the result is the same. We may mention, in passing, that the fourth ~pel 
has no reference to a eaying ascribed by the Synoptics to Jefltls, in which 
bearing hie oro88 ie UBCd typically : Mt. x. 38, xvi. 24 ; Mk. viii. :H, x. 21 ; 
Lukeix. 23, xiv. 27. 

• Luke zxili. 27 ff.; cf. xxi. 23; Mt. x:riv. 19. 
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It was the custom to give those about to be crucified a 
draught of wine containing some strong opiate, which in 
some degree alleviated the intense suffering of that mode 
of death. Mark 1 probably refers to this (xv. 23) when 
he states that, on reaching the place of execution; "they 
gave him wine (0!11011) mingled with myrrh." 'fhe fourth 
Gospel has nothing of this. Matthew says (xxvii. 34): 
"'fheygave him vinegar (oe~) to drink mingled with gall " 2 

(/A.era xo>..-ij~). Even if, instead of oeo~ with the Alex
andrian and a majority of MSS., we read of110~, " wine," 
with the Sinaitic, Vatican, and some other ancient codices, 
this is a curious statement, and is well worthy of a moment's 
notice as suggestive of the way in which these narratives 
were written. The conception of a suffering Messiah, it 
is well known, was more particularly supported, by New 
Testament writers, by attributing a Messianic character to 
Ps. xxii., lxix., and Isaiah liii., and throughout the narrative 
of the Passion we are perpetually referred to these and 
other Scriptures as finding their fulfilment in the suffer
ings of Jesus. The first Synoptist found in Ps. lxix. 21 
(Sept. }xviii. 21): "They gave me also gall (xo>..~11) for 
my food, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar (oeo~) to 
drink ; " and apparently in order to make the supposed 
fulfilment correspond as closely as possible, he combined 
the " gall " of the food with the vinegar or wine in 
strangely literal fashion, 3 very characteristic, however, of 

1 We shall, for the sake of brevity, call the Gospels by the nlllllos as
signed to them in the Canon. 

' There have been many attempts to explain away xoXq, and to make 
it mean either a species of Vermuth or any bitter substance (Olahausen, 
Leidensgeech., 168); but the great mass of critics rightly retain its mean
ing," Gall." So Ewald, Meyer, Bleek, Strauss, Weisse, Schenkel, Volk
mar, Alford, Wordsworth, &c., &c. 

2 " St. Matthew mentally refers it to Pa. lxix. 21 *'s (or po88ibly oWo•, 
which Tischendorf admits from N, B, D, K, L, &c.) """° xo).ijs." Farrar, 
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the whole of the evangelists. Luke, who seems not to 
have understood the custom known perhaps to Mark, 
represents (xxiii. 36) the soldiers as mocking Jesus by 
"offering him vinegar" 1 (~) ; he omits the gall, but 
probably refers to the same Psalm without being so falsely 
literal as Matthew. 

'Ve need riot enter into the discussion as to the 
chronology of the Passion week, regarding which there 
is so much discrepancy in the accounts of the fourth 
Gospel and of the Synoptics, nor shall we pause minutely 
to deal with the irreconcilable difference which, it is 
admitted,' exisis in their st.'\tement of the hours at which 
the events of the last fatal day occurred. The fourth 
Gospel (xix. 4) represents Pilate as bringing Jesus forth 
to the Jews "about the sixth hour" (noon). Mark 
(xv. 25), in obvious agreement with the other Synoptics 
as further statements prove, distinctly says: " And it was 
the third hour (9 o'clock a.m.), and they crucified him." 
At the sixth hour (noon), according to the three Synop· 
tists, there was darkness over the earth till about the 
ninth hour {3 o'clock p.m.), shortly after which time 

Life of Christ, ii. p. 400, not.e 1. 
1 Luke omits the subeequent offer of " vinegar " (probably the P<Ma of 

the Roman soldiers) mentioned by the other Evangelista. We presume 
the reference in xxiii. 36 to be the eame as the act deecribed in Kt. :ir.xrii. 
:Wand Mk. xv. 23. 

' .Alford, Gk. Test., ii. p. 426 f., 897 f.; Briicl.-mr, zude Wette'a Ev. u. 
Br. Johannes, l>t.e auft., 1862, p. 306; l/a«, Das Leben Jesu, p. 253; 
Keim, Jeau v. Naz., 1872, iii. p. 396 f., anm. 4; Liick Comm. l.'v. dee 
Johannee, ii. 1843, p. 7M ff.; Luthardt, Das johann. Evang. 2t.e Aufl., ii. 
p. 463 ff. ; M~, Ev. des Johannes, 5te Auft., p. 622 ff; Ev. dee Jlattb., 
p. 696; N tander, Das Leb. Jesn, 7t.e Auft., p. 680, anm. 3 ; &Mllttt, Bet 
Ev. naar Johannes, 1864, p. 331 f.; Watl.iru, N. T. Comment. eel. 
Ellicott, i. p. 636; WtiuB&tr, Unt.en. ev. Oesch., p. 667, anm. 1; de 
Wette, Ev. n. Br. Johannes, p. 304 f. Cf. Farrar, Life of Obrist, ii. p. 
386.1, 414.1. The common explanation of the diecrepanoy by soppoeing 
the author of the fourth Goepel to nee " the Boman mode of reckoning 
time" no longer needs refutation. 
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Jesus expired.1 As, according to the fourth Gospel, 
the sentence was not even passed before midday, and 
some time must be allowed for preparation and going to 
the place of execution, it is clear that there is a very wide 
discrepancy between the hours at which Jesus was cruci
fied and died, unless, as regards the latter point, we take 
agreement in all as to the hour of death. In this case, 
commencing at the hour of the fourth Gospel and ending 
with that of the Synoptics, Jesus must have expired after 
being less than three hours on the cross. According to 
the Synoptics, and also, if we assign a later hour for the 
death, according to the fourth Gospel, he cannot have 
been more than six hours on the cross. We shall 
presently see that this remarkably rapid death has an 
important bearing upon the history and the views formed 
regarding it. It is known that crucifixion, besides being 
the most shameful mode of death, and indeed chiefly re
served for slaves and the lowest criminals, was one of the 
most lingering and atrociously cruel punishments ever 
invented by the malignity of man. Persons crucified, it is 
stated and admitted,' generally lived for at least twelve 
hours, and sometimes even survived the excruciating tor
tures of the cross for three days. We shall not further 
anticipate remarks which must hereafter be made 
regarding this. 

We need not do more than again point out that no two 
of the Gospels agree upon so simple, yet important, a point 
as the inscription on the cross. 3 It is argued that " a close 

' Mt. xxvii. 45 f.; Mk. xv. 33 f. ; Luke xxiii. 44 f. 
' Ewald, Geech. V. Iar., v. p. 585; Farrur, Life of Christ, ii. p. 423, 

427, n. 2; Godet, Comm. Stir l'Ev. dfl St. Jean, 1865, ii. p. 610; Luthardt, 
Dae job. Evang., ii. p. 470; Renan, Vie de J~sue, xiiime ed., p. 438; 
Winer, RealwiSrterb., i. p. 679. 

• Cf. Mt. xxvii. 37; Mk. xv. 26; Luke xxiii. 38; John xix. 19. 
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examination of the narratives furnishes no sufficient 
reason for supposing that all proposed to give the same 
or the entire inscription," and, after some curious reason
ing, it is concluded that "there is at least no possibility 
of showing any inconsistency on the strictly literal inter
pretation of the words of the evangelist." 1 On the con
trary, we had ventured to suppose that, in giving a form 
of words said to have been affixed to the cross, the evan
gelists intended to give the form actually used, and con
sequently "the same" and " entire inscription," which 
must have been short ; and we consider it quite incon
ceivable that such was not their deliberate intention, 
however imperfectly fulfilled. 

We pass on merely to notice a curious point in 
connection with an incident related by all the Gospels. 
It is stated that the Roman soldiers who crucified 
Jesus divided his garments amongst them, casting 
lots to determine what part each should take. The 
clothiug of criminals executed was the perquisite of the 
soldiers who performed the duty, and there is nothing 
improbable in the story that the four soldiers decided by 
lot the· partition of the garments-indeed there is every 
reason to suppose that such wa8 the practice. The inci
dent is mentioned as the direct fulfilment of the. Ps. xxii. 
18, which is quoted literally from the Septuagint version 
(xxi. 18) by the author of the fourth Gospel. He did 
not, however, understand the passage, or disregarded its 
true meaning, 2 and in order to make the incident accord 

1 Wutcott, Int. to Study of tho Gospels, 4th ed., p. 328, note 10. 
' Keim, Jesu v. Na.zara, iii. p. 421, anm. l; Liickt, Ev. des Johannes, 

ii. p. 761; &nan, Vio do Jesus, xiiime M., p. 524 f.; Scholttta, Evang. 
naar Johannes, 1864, p. 334; Stratue, Das Leben Jesu, 2te Aufl., 1864, 
p. 579 f. Cf. Hengatenl>erg, Das Ev. des heil. Johannes, 2te Aufl., ill. 
p. 261 f. . 
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better, as he supposed, with the prophetic Psalm, he 
represents that the soldiers amicably parted the rest of 
his garments amongst them ~ithout lot, but cast lots for 
the coat, which was without seam : xix. 24. " They said, 
therefore, among themselves: Let us not rend it, but 
cast lots for it, whose it shall be ; that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled : 'fhey parted my garments among 
them, and for my vesture they cast lots. These things, 
therefore, the soldiers did." 'fhe evangelist does not 
perceive that the two parts of the sentence in the Psalm 
really refer to the same action, but exhibits the partition 
of the garments and the lots for the vesture as separately 
fulfilled. The Synoptists apparently divide the whole by 
lot.1 They do not expressly refer to the Psalm, however, 
except in the received text of Matth. xxvii. 35, into 
which and some other MSS. the quotation has been 
interpolated. 2 That the narrative of the Gospels, instead 
of being independent and genuine history, is constructed 
upon the lines of supposed-Messianic Psalms and passages 
of the Old Testament will become increasingly evident 
as we proceed. 

It is stated by all the Gospels that two malefactors
the first and second calling them " robbers "-were 
crucified with Jesus, the one on the right hand and the 
other on the left. The statement in Mark xv. 28, that this 
fulfilled Isaiah liii. 12, which is found in our received 
text, is omitted by all the oldest codices, and is an inter
polation,• but we shall hereafter have to speak of this 
point in connection with another matter, and we now 

1 Mt. xxvii. 35 ; Mk. xv. 24 ; Luke xxiii. 34. 
' "Cert.ainly an interpolation." Wutcott, Int. to Study of Gospels, 

p. 325, n. 2. 
1 " Certainly an interpolation." WtatroU, lb. p. 326, n. Ii. 
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merely point out that, though the verse was thus inserted 
hel'e, it is placed in the mouth of Jesus himself by the 
third Synoptist (xxii. 37), and t_he whole passage from 
which it was taken has evidently largely influenced the 
composition of the narrative before us. According to the 
first and second Gospels, 1 the robbers joined with the 
chief priests and the scribes and elders and those who 
passed by in mocking and reviling Jesus. This is directly 
contradicted by the third Synoptist, who states that only 
one of the malefactors did so (xxiii. 39 ff.): "But the 
other answering rebuked him and said : Dost thou not 
even fear God seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly ; for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds ; but this man did nothing amiss. 
And he said: Jesus, remember me when thou comest in 
thy kingdom. And he said unto him : Verily, I say unto 
thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in paradise." It 
requires very little examination to detect that this 
story is legendary,2 aud cannot be maintained as 
historical. Those who dwell upon its symbolical · 
character 3 do nothing to establish its veracity. This 
exemplary robber speaks like an Apostle, and in praying 
Jesus as the Messiah to remember him when lie came 
into his kingdom, he shows much more than apostolic 
appreciation of the claims and character of Jesus. The 

1 :Mt. xxvii. 44 ; Mk. xv. 32. 
t D'Ekhthal, Lee Evangilee, 1863, ii. p. 311 f.; Eu:ald, Oeech. V. Isr., 

v. p. 5i8 f,; G/riirer, Die heil. &ge, i. p. 348f.; Enm, Jesu v. Naz., iii. 
p. 426 f.; Kriigrr- Ytltlm1f"l1, Das I..eb. Jesu, 18i2, p. 251, anm.; &lim
kel, Das Charakterb. Jesu, 1864, p. 308 f.; &Aolkn, Het paulin. Ev. 
p. 284 f.; &llf«gkr, Das nachap. Z., ii. p. 50 f,; Btrau•, Das Leb. Je1SO, 
krit. bearb. 4te Aufl., 1840, ii. p. 518 ff.; Leb. Jeeu, fur d. deut.Ecbe Volk 
bearb. 2te AuJl., p. 682; WtilM, Die ev. Geech., ii. p. 180; &llw, Theol. 
Jahrb. 1843, p. 78 f. Cf. Wriu«hr, Unters. ev. O~ch., p. 568. 

' OuAatun1, Bibi. Com., ii. 2, p. 172. 
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reply of Jesus, moreover, contains a statement not only 
wholly contradictory of Jewish belief as to the place of 
departed spirits, but of all Christian doctrine at the time 
as to the descent of Jesus into Hades. Into this, how
ever, it is needless for us to go.1 Not only do the other 
Gospels show no knowledge of so interesting an episode, 
but, as we have pointed out, the first and second Synop
tics positively exclude it. We shall see, moreover, 
that there is a serious difficulty in understanding how 
this conversation on the cross, which is so exclusively the 
property of the third Synoptist, could have been reported 
to him. 

The Synoptics represent the passers by and the 
chief priests, scribes, and elders, as mocking Jesus as he 
hung on the cross. The fourth Gospel preserves total 
silence as to all this. It is curious, also, that the 
mocking is based upon that described in the Psalm xxii., 
to which we have already several times had to refer. In 
v. 7 f. we have : " All they that see me laughed me to 
scorn : they shot out the lip ; they shook the head 
(saying), 8. He trusted on the Lord, let him deliver him, 
let him save him (seeing) that he delighteth in him." 2 

Compare with this Mt. xxvii. 39 ff., Mk. xv. 29 ff., Luke 
xxiii. 35. Is it possible to suppose that the chief priests 
and elders and scribes could actually have quoted the 
words of this Psalm, there put into the mouth of the 
Psalmist's enemies, as the first Synoptist represents 
(xxvii. 43) ? 3 It is obvious that the speeches ascribed 

• It is unnecessary for ua to discuss the various ideas of which this 
episode 18 suppoeed to be symbolical. 

1 7. Ilhrfr ol 8*.poW-rlr /M lEtp.vni,purh pA, nAr,a-a11 111 ](tl>.ta-111, 
l1ei"'la-a111e•4'a).~11, 8. •mtrwfl' ltrl Kvpio11, /Jva-lw8• cM-011, a-.a-ciT• aln-011, ~ 
tU>..n al.To.,. Pe. xxi. Sept. cf. vv. 4, 6. 

• S/mrus, Das Leben Jesu, p. 380 f. 
YOL. Ill. BR 
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to the chief priests and elders can be nothing more than 
the expressions which the writers considered suitable to 
them, and the fact that they seek their inspiration in 
a Psalm which they suppose to be Messianic is sug
gestive. 

We have already mentioned that the fourth Gospel 
says nothing of any mocking speeches. The author, 
however, narrates an episode (xix. 25-27) in which the 
<lying Jesus is represented as confiding his mother t.o the 
care of "the disciple whom he loved," of which in their 
turn the Synoptists seem to be perfectly ignorant. We 
l1ave already elsewhere remarked that there is no evi
dence whatever ihat there was any disciple whom Jesus 
specially loved, except the repeated statement in this 
Gospel. No other work of the New Testament contains 
a hint of such an individual, and much less that he was 
the Apostle J oho. Nor is there any evidence that any 
one of the disciples took the mother of Jesus to his own 
home. There is, therefore, no external confirmation of 
this episode; but there is, on the contrary, much which 
leads to the conclusion that it is not historical. 1 There 
has been much discussion as to whether four women are 
mentioned (xix. 25), or whether " his mother's sister" is 
represented as " Mary, the wife of Clopas," or was a dif
ferent person. There are, we think, reasons for conclu
ding that there were four, but in the doubt we shall not 
base any argument on the point. The Synoptics 2 dis
tinctly state that "the women that followed him from 
Galilee," among which were "Mary Magdalene and l\Iary 

1 Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 423, a.nm. 1, 426; Rn1<1n, Yie de Jesua, 
p. 52.'i ff.; Sclie11kcl, Charakterb. Jesu, p. 311; Strauu, Das Leb. Josu, 
p. 58.'i. Cf. Jrrizwchr, Untofl.I, ev. Geach., p. 568. 

' Mt. xxvii. M f.; Mk. xv. 40; Luke :uiii. 49. 
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the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of 
Zebedee's sons," 1 and, as the third Synoptic says, "all 
his acquaintance" 2 were standing "afar off" (p,axp68&). 
They are unanimous in saying this, and there is every 
reason for supposing that they are correct. 3 This is 
consequently a contradiction of the account in the fourth 
Gospel that John and the women were standing " by the 
cross of Jesus." Olshausen, Lucke and others suggest 
that they subsequen~ly came from a distance up to the 
cross, but the statement of the Synoptists is made at the 
close, and after this scene is supposed to have taken place. 
The opposite conjecture, that from standing close to the 
cross they removed to a distance has little to recommend 
it. Both explanations are equally arbitrary and unsup
ported by evidence. 

It may be well, in connection with this, to refer to the 
various sayings and cries ascribed by the different evan
gelists to Jesus on the cross. We have already men
tioned the conversation with the "penitent thief,'' which 
i~ peculiar to the third Gospel, and now that with the 
" beloved disciple," which is only in the fourth. The 
thll:d Synoptic• states that, on being crucified, Jesus said, 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do," 
a saying which is in the spirit of Jesus and worthy ·of 
him, but of which the other Gospels do not take any 
notice.6 The fourth Gospel again has a cry (xix. 28) : 
"After this, Jesus knowing that all things are now ful
filled, that the Scripture might be accomplished, saith : 

1 Mt. xxvii. 66; Mk. xv. 40. 
' Luke xxiii. 49. 
• Cf. Mt. xxvi. 31, 56; Mk. xiv. 27. • xxiii. 34. 
• Strause calla attention to Isaiah liii. 12, where, of the ae"ant of 

Jehovah, it is said that he "made intercession for the transgressors.'' 
Das Leben Jesu, p. 584. 

EE 2 
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I thirst" 1 The majority of critics 9 understand by this 
that " I thirst 1' is said in order " that the Scripture might 
be fulfilJed ,, by the offer of the vinegar, related in the 
following verse. The Scripture referred to is of course 
Ps. lxix. 21: "They gave me also gall for my food, and 
in my thirst they gave me vinegar (o~o'>) to drink ; " 
which we have already quoted in connection with Matth. 
xxvii. 34. The third Synoptic (xxiii. 36) represents the 
vinegar as being offered in mocke~y at a much earlier 
period, and Matthew and Mark 3 connect the offer of 
the vinegar with quite a different cry from that in 
the fourth Gospel. No.thing _could be more natural 
than that, after protracted agony, the patient sufferer 
should cry : " I thirst," but the dogmatic purpose, 
which dictates the whole narrative in the fourth Gospel, 
is rendered obvious by the reference of such a cry 
to a supposed Messianic prophecy. This is further dis
played by the statement (v. 29) that the sponge with 
vinegar was put " upon hyssop " ( vuuwfl''l' ),-the two 
Synoptics have " on a reed " (Ko.At/.p.'f'),-which the 
Author probably uses in association with the paschal 
lamb,' an idea present to his mind throughout the 

1 MfTC\ TOwo •l3.llr o 'I11croiir &r, 1J3'1 trci.,,-a rn-1Afnaa, t..a nA.fwSj 9 
-ypaq,;,, >.t)fl' t.a,Y6i. 

' .Alford, Gk. Test., 1. p. 900 C.; Briiclmtr, zu de Watte Ev. u. Br. 
Joh., p. 308; Ewald, Die johann. Sehr., 1861, i. p. 412; Godel, Ev. de 
Bt. Jean, ii. p. 617; Heng•tenberg, Ev. Johann., iii. p. 271; Hofmaru1, 
Schriftbeweis, ii. 1, p. 314; Lib:k, Ev. Johann., ii. p. 764 C.; Stra
Das Leh. Jesu, p. 685; de Wau, Ev. u. Br. Johann., p. 307. Others 
connect " that the Scripturea might be fulfilled " with the preceding 
phrase; so Lutl1ardt, Das job. Ev., ii. p. 478; Lange, Ev. n. Johann., 2te 
Aufl., p. 406; Meyer, Ev. Johann., p. 631; &holten, Ev. Johann., 
p. 338, n. 1. 1 Mt. xxvii. 48 f. ; Mk. xv. 36. 

' Ex. xii. 22; cf. Levit. xiv. 4, 6, 49 ; lltngattnbtrg, Das Ev. Joh., iii. 
Jl· 273; Ktim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 430, onm. 2; Scliolkn, Het Ev. Joh. 
p :i37. Cf. Rena11, Yio de Jesus, p. 528. ' 
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passion. The first and second Synoptics 1 represent the last 
cry of Jesus to have been a quotation from Ps. xxii. 1: 
"Eli (or Mk., Eloi), Eli, lema sabacthani? that is to say: 
My God, my God, why didst thou forsake me?" This, 
according to them, evidently, was the last articulate 
utterance of the expiring Master, for they merely add that 
"when he cried again with a loud voice," Jesus yielded up 
his spirit.2 Neither of the other Gospels has any mention 
of this cry. Thethird Gospel substitutes:" And whenJesus 
cried with a loud voice, he said : Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit, and having said this he expired." 3 

This is an almost literal quotation from the Septuagint 
version of Ps. xxxi. 5. The fourth Gospel has a totally 
different cry (xix. 30), for, on receiving the vinegar, which 
accomplished the Scripture, he represents Jesus as saying : 
"It is finished " (TETEAEcrra.,), and immediately expiring. 

It will he observed that seven sayings are attributed 
to Jesus on the cross, of which the first two Gospels 
hav~ only one, the third Synoptic three, and the fourth 
Gospel three. We do not intend to express any 
opinion here in favour of any of these, hut we merely 
point out the remarkable fact that, with the exception 
of the one cry in the first two Synoptics, each Gospel 
has ascribed different sayings to the dying Master, and 
not only no two of them agree, hut in some important 
instances the statement of the one evangelist seems 
absolutely to exclude the accounts of the others. Every 
one knows the hackneyed explanation of apologists, but 
in works which repeat each other so much elsewhere, it 
certainly is a curious phenomenon that there is so little 

1 Mt. xxvii. 46; Mk. xv. :H. t Mt. x:u·ii. 50; Mk. xv. 37 . 
• mi f/>co,,;,uar 4'a>..U p.ry<i>.n ~ ·1.,uoiir .t,mr Ilm•p. ,;, xiipar O'OIJ frapaTill1µa' 

TO Prii,,.O ,_,. rniiro ll{ f;.,,.:,,, i €iww11uf11, Luke xxiii. 46. 
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agreement here. If all the Master's disciples " forsook 
him and fled," 1 and his few friends and acquaintances 
stood " afar off" regarding his sufferings, it is readily 
conceivable that pious tradition had unlimited play. We 
must, however, return to the cry recorded in Matthew 
and Mark,2 the only one about which two witnesses agree. 
Both of them give this qut>tation from Ps. xxii. 1 in 
Aramaic : Eli (Mark : Eloi), Eli,' lema sabacthani. The 
purpose is clearly to enable the reader to understand 
what follows, which we quote from the first Gospel : 
" And some of them that stood there, when they heard it 
said : This man calleth for Elijah. . . . . The rest said, 
Let be, let us see whether Elijah cometh to save him."' 
It is impossible to confuse "Eli" or '' Eloi" with 
" Eli.fahu," 6 and the explanations suggested by apolo
gists are not sufficient to remove a difficulty which seems 
to betray the legendary character of the statement. 'l'he 
mistake of supposing that Jesus called for Elijah could 
not possibly have been made by those who spoke 
Aramaic; that strangers not perfectly understanding 
Aramaic should be here intended cannot be maintained, 
for the suggestion is represented as adopted by " the 
rest." The Roman soldiers l1ad probably never heard of 
Elijah ; and there is nothing whatever to support the 
allegation of mockery 6 as accounting for the singular 

• Mt. xxvi. 56. 2 Mt. xnii. 46; Mk. xv. 3-1. 
• The Sinaitio cod., Mt. xxvii. 46 reads: l>...,l, l>.a>l, >-•µa ua/jaxSc-i; 

the cod. Alex., ~).l, ~>.l, ic. ,.. ). ; cod. Vat., •'><~l, •Aa>•l, ic. ,.. >.. D has ¥.•l. 
~).fl, ic.,..>.. Wo only note the variations in the first two words which are 
those upon which the question turns. 

• Mt. xx vii. 47, 49; cf. Mk. xv. 36, 36. 
' G/rort'T, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 351 f.; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 428, 

anm. l. 
• Meyer says: "Frevelhafter Judenwitz mit lappisch OOelicher Verdro

hung dos ~>.; ?>-l, nicht MiuvtraUindniu, wedcr der Romischen Soldaten, 
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episode. The verse of the Psalm was too well known to 
the Jews to admit of any suggested play upon words. 

The three Synoptics state that, from the sixth hour 
(mid-day) to the n.inth (3 o'clock), "there was darkness 

11th th"(,., ., A \ A)• over a e ear <TKOTo.:; ey&£To £1Ti 1Tacrav T1JV Y"JV • 
The third Gospel adds : " the sun having failed " ( Tov 

~Xfuv lt<Xi1To'll'To.:;).2 By the term "all the earth" some 
critics 3 maintain that the evangelist merely meant the 
Holy Land,' whilst others hold that he uses the expres
sion in its literal sense. 6 The fourth Gospel takes no 
notice of this darkness. Such a phenomenon is not 
a trifle to be ignored in any account of the crucifixion, if 
it actually occurred. The omission of all mention of it. 
either amounts to a denial of its occurrence or betrays 
most suspicious familiarity with supernatural interference. 
There have been many efforts made to explain this dark
ness naturally, or at least to find some allusion to it in 
contemporary history, all of which have signally failed. 
As the moon was at the full, it is admitted that the dark
ness could not have been an eclipse.6 The Fathers 

noch gemeiner Juden, noch der Hellenisten, da der gan:r,e C-0nted Soenen 
dee giftigen Spoffu vorftihrt." Ev. dee Matthiius, p. 599. 

1 Kt. xrrii. 46 ; Mk. xv. 33; Luke xxiii. 44. 
1 Luke xxiii. 45. This is the reading of the Sinaitic, and Vatican 

(litA~ttr.) codices. A reads ml ltrtt.arltr8r, o ~ios. 
•Elward, Wise. Kr. ev. Gesch., p. 660; Kuinoel, Comm. in N. T., i, 

p. 795; Lange, Dae Ev. Matth., p. 435; Milman, Hi.et of Chr., i. p. 3351 
Wordaworlh, Gk. Teet., Four Gospels, p. 10.S. 

• Dr. Farrar eays: " It is quite poBSible that the darkness was a local 
gloom which hung densely over the guilty city and its immediate neigh
bourhood. n J,ife of Christ, 6th ed., ii. p. 414 . 
. ' Alford, Gk. Test., i. p. 294, 427 f. ; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 438; 
M'!Jfif', Ev. Matth., p. 359; cM Welk, Ev. Matth. p. 359; Weiaa, Mar
cusev., p. 499. 

' Al/<ml, Gk. Test.,.i. p. 294; Ewald, Geech. V. Isr., v. p. 581, anm. 4; 
Farrar, Life of Christ, ii. p. 413 f.; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 4:lP; 
Meyn-, Ev. Hatth., p. 596; Ntander, Das Leh. Jesu, p. oi4, anm• 1 ; 
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appealed to Phlegon the Chronicler, who mentions• an 
eclipse of the sun ~bout this period accompanied by an 
earthquake, and also to a similar occurrence referred to 
by Eusebius,2 probably quoted from the historian Thall~ 
but, of course, modem knowledge has dispelled the illusion 
that these phenomena have any connection with the dark
ness we are discussing, and the theory that the evange
lists are confirmed in their account by tbis evidence is now 
generally abandoned.3 It is apart from our object to show 
how common it was amongst classical and other writers 
to represent nature as sympathising with national or 
social disasters ; • and as a poetical touch this remarkable 
darkness of the Synoptists, of which no one else knows any
thing, is quite intelligible. The statement, however, is as 
~eriouRly and deliberately made as any other in their narra
tive, and does not add to its credibility. It is palpable 
that the account is mythical,5 and it bears a strange like
ness to passages in the Old Testament, from the imagery 
of which the representation in all probability was derived. s 

The first and second Gospels state that when Jesus 

OZ.l1a11«n, Leidensgeech. dee Herrn, 1862, p. 176; Wordnoorlla, Ok. Test., 
Fonr Goepels, p. 105. 

1 xiii. Olympiadnm. 1 Chron. ad Olymp., 202. 
1 Ewald, Oesch. V. Isr., v. p. 581, anm. 4; Keim, .Jeau v. Nu., iii. 

p. 438 I. ; Jleyl!f', Ev. Matth., p. 596; Milman, Hist. of Ohr., i. p. 335, 
note n.; de Wette, Ev. Matth., p. 359; Wit#ler, Chron. synope. Evv., 
p. 3871., &c., &c. Cf. Fan-ar, Life ofChr., ii. p. 414; NflfJ.ft<kr, DuLeb. 
#e11U, p. 674, anm. 1. 

• Cf. Virgil., Georg., i. 463-468; Di-0 Ca#., 40.17, 56.29; Plin. H. N., 
2.30; Plularcla., V. Hom. S 27, p. 34; Cllll. S 69, p. 740 f.; WeWei11, 
Oroti111, ad h. 1. 

' G/r0nr, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 349, 352 f.; HOM, Du Leb • .Jen, 
p. 2781.; Keim, Jeeu v. Naz., iii. p. 437 ft.; Kriiger-Velllauen, Du Leb. 
Jeeu, 1872, p. 252 f.; &lalNrmaclaer, Sehr. dee Lnkaa, Simmtl. Werke, 
1836, ii. p. 214; Stricker, Jezns van Nar.areth, 1868, ii. p. 263. ct. 
Ewald, Die dJ'ei erst. Evv., p. 360; Geach. V. lar., v. p. 581 f.; tk W~ 
ET. Matth. P· 362. 

• Cf. Joe' ii. 10, 31, iii. l.'i; Amo!I viii. 9; leaiah xiii. 10, l. 3, .tc. 
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cried with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit, " the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom!'1 The third Synoptic associates this occurrence 
with the eclipse of the sun, and narrates it before the final 
cry and death of the Master.2 The fourth Gospel takes 
no notice of so extraordinary a phenomenon. The ques
tion might be asked : How could the chief priests, who 
do not appear to have been at all convinced by such a 
miracle, but still continued their invincible animosity 
against the Christian sect, reveal the occurrence of 
such a wonder, of which there is no mention elsewhere? 
Here again the account. is legendary and symbolical, 3 and 
in the spirit of the age of miracles.• 

The first Synoptist, however, has further marvels to relate. 
He states in continuation of the passage quoted above : 
" and the earth was shaken ( lu£wlh,) and the rocks were 
rent and the sepulchres were opened, and many bodies of 
the saints who slept were raised ; and they came out of the 
sepulchres after his resurrection, and entered into the holy 
city and appeared unto many." 5 How great must be the 
amazement of anyone who may have been inclined to 
suppose the Gospels soberly historical works, on finding 
that the other three evangelists do not even mention these 

• M:t. :xxvii. 51 ; Mk. xv. 38. ' Luke xxiii. 45. 
1 Ojriirer, Die beil. Sage, i. p. 349, 352 f.; Haae, Daa Leb. Jesu, p. 279; 

Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 437 ff.; Kriiger· VeUhtuen, Das Leh. Jean, 
p. 252 f. ; &hlmrtMcher, Sehr. dee Lukas, p. 213 f. ; Strama, Das Leb. 
Jesu, p. 588; Slriclur, Jezus v. Naz., ii. p. 265. Cf. Ewald, Die drei 
Evv., p. 360; Geech. V. Iar., v. p. 682; N«inder, I..eben Jean, p. 574 f. 

•We have elsewhere referred t.o the wonderful occurrences related by 
.Joeephua at the Temple about the time of the siege. Bell. Jud., vi. 5 § 3. 
Cf. S. R., i. 120 f. 139. Cf. Apoc. xi. 19. 

' «al ~ yij ludu8r,, ical al 1rtTpa& luxiuO,,uav, ical TO P."'IP.•'ia d11•rexO,,ua11 ical 
~a ufttp.ara TWll ICEICO&p.'/p.l,,.,,, ayiC1111 lyylp8,,ua11· ICat l €•>..8011TES flC TGill /l."'ll>E;.,,,, 
p.n-ci ~ ;y•pu&11 airroii, daij>..8011 •ls T1}11 ayla11 11'6>..w, ml t~c/>alliuO,,uav 1r0>..>..ois. 
Matth. xxvii. 51-5.'J. 
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astounding occurrences related by the first Synopiist ! An 
earthquake ( uEwµ.Oi;;) 1 and the still more astounding 
resurrection of many saints who appeared unto "many," 
and, therefore, an event by no means secret and unknown 
to all but the writer, and yet three other writers, who give 
accounts of the crucifixion and death of Jesus, and who 
enter throughout into very minute details, do not even 
condescend to mention them! Nor does any other 
New Testament writer chronicle them. It is unneces
sary to say that the passage has been a very serious 
difficulty for apologists ; and one of the latest writers 
of this school, reproducing the theories of earlier critics, 
deals with it in a Life of Christ, which "is avowedly and 
unconditionally the work of a believer," 2 as follows: 
"An earthquake shook the earth and split the rocks, and 
as it rolled away from their places the great stones which 
closed and covered the cavern sepulchres of the Jews, 
so it seemed to the imaginations of many to.have dis
imprisoned the Hpirits of the dead, and to have filled the 
air with ghostly visitants, who after Christ had risen 
appeared to linger in the Holy Uity." In . a note he 
adds " Only in some such way as this can I aceount for 
the singular and wholly isolated allusion of Matt. nvii. 
52, 53." 3 It is worthy of note, and we may hereafter 

• So the phenomenon is distinctly called in v. 64. 
t Farrar, Life of Christ, i. Pref. p~ viii. 
a Frirrar, lb., ii. p. 419. Dean Milman, following the explanation of 

Michaelis, says : " Even the dreadful earthquake which followed, aeemed 
to pass away without appalling the enemies of Jesus. The rending of 
the veil of tho Temple from the top to tho bottom, eo strikingly signifi
cant of tha approaching abolition of the local worship, would either be 
concealed by the priesthood, or attributed as a natural effect to the con
vulsion of the earth. The same convulsion would displace the stones 
which covered the ancient tombs and lay open many of the innumerable 
rock-hewn sepulchres which perforated the hills on every side of the ~. 
and expose the dead to public view. To the awe-struck and depreesed 
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refer to the point, that learned divines thus do not scruple 
to adopt the "vision hypothesis " of the resurrection. 
Even if the resurrection of the saints so seriously related 
by the evangelist be thus disposed of, and it be assumed 
t.hat the other Gospels, likewise adopting the " vision " 
explanation, consequently declined to give an objec
tive place in their narrative to what they believed to be 
a purely subjective and unreal phenomenon, there still 
remains the earthquake, to which supernatural incident of 
the crucifixion none of the other evangelists think it worth 
while to refer. Need we argue that the earthquake 1 is 
as mythical as the resurrection of the saints?~ In some 
apocryphal writings even the names of some of these risen 
saints are given.3 As the case actually stands, with these 
marvellous incidents related solely by the first Synoptist 
and ignored by the other evangelists, it would seem 
superfluous to enter upon more detailed criticism of 
the passage, and to point out the incongruity of the 

minds of the followers of Jesus, no doubt, were confined those visionary 
appearances of the spirits of their deceased brethren, which are obaourely 
intimated in the rapid narratives of the Evangelists." Hist. of Chris
tianity, i. p. 336. It will be observed that inadvertently Dr. Milman has 
put " Evangelista " in the plural. 

1 G/riirer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 349; Haae, Leh. Jesu, p. 2i8 f; Keim, 
Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 437 ff.; Kriiger-Velthuaen, Leb. Jesu, p. 262 f.; 
Strid«r, Jezus v. Naz., ii. p. 265. Cf. Ewald, Die drei erst. Evv., p. 360; 
Oesch. V. Isr., v. p. 581 f.; Meyer, Ev. Matth., p. 601 f.; <k Wette, Ev. 
Matth., p. 362. 

• Eichhorn, Einl. N. T., i. p. 487 ff.; Farrar, Life of Christ, ii. p. 419; 
G/,.orer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 352 f.; Hue, Leb. Jeau, p. 279; Keim, Jesu 
v. Naz., iii. p. 444 ff.; Kriiger- Velthmen, Leb. Jesu, p. 252 f.; Meij
boom, Het Geloof aan Jezus' Opstanding, 1865, p. 141 f. ; Milman, Hist. 
of Ohr., i. p. 336 f.; Schleiermacher, Sehr. d. Lukas, p. 214; Strauu, Leb. 
Jesu, p. 689 f.; Stricker, Jezus v. Naz., ii. p. 265; Volkmar, Die Evan
gelien, p. 601; de Wette, Ev. Matth. p. 361 f.: Wilcke, Der Urevangelist, 
p. 639 f. Cf. Ewald, Die drei erst. Evv., p. 360; Oesch. V. Isr., v. 
p. 582 f.; Krabbe, Lehre d. Stinde, p. 297; Meyer, Ev. Mt. p. 601 f. 

1 Anaphora Pilati, Thilo, Cod. Apoc. N. T., p. 810 f.; TUchm.dor/ 
E'\'aug. Apocr., p. 424. 
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fact that these saints are said to be raised from the dead 
just as the Messiah expires, or the strange circumstance 
that, although the sepulchres are said to have been opened 
at that moment and the resurrection to have then taken 
place, it is stated that they only came out of their graves 
after the resurrection of Jesus. The allegation, moreover, 
that they were raised from the dead at that time, and before 
the resurrection of Jesus, virtually contradicts the saying 
of the Apocalypse (i. 5) that Jesus was the " first begotten 
of the dead," and of Paul (1 Cor. xv. 20) that he was 
'' the first fruits of them who have fallen asleep." 1 Paul's 
whole argument is opposed to such a story ; for he does 
uot base the resurrection of the dead upon the death of 
Jesus, but, in contradistinction, upon his resurrection only. 
The Synoptist evidently desires to associate the resurrec
tion of the saints with the death of Jesus to render that 
event more impressive, but delays the completion of it in 
order to give a kind of precedence to the resurrection of the 
Master. The attempt leads to nothing but confm~ioo. 

What could be the object of such a resurrection? It 
could not be represented as any effect produced by the 
death of Jesus, nor even by his alleged resurrection, for 
what dogmatic connection could there be between that 
event and the fact that a few saints only were raised from 
their graves, whilst it was not pretended that the dead 
"saints" generally participated in this resurrection? No 
intimation is given that their appearance to many was for 
any special purpose, and certainly no practical result has 
ever been traced to it. Finally we might ask : What 
became of these saints raised from the dead? Did they die 
again? Or did they also ''ascend into Heaven?"' A 

• Can the author of the Apocalypse, or Paul, ever have heard of the 
raising of La7.arue? ' Eir,hhorn, Einl. N. T., i. p. 48i ff. 
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little reflection will show that these questions are pertinent. 
It is almost inconceivable that any serious mind could 
maintain the actual truth of such a story, upon such 
evidence. Its objective truth not being maintainable, 
however, the character of the work which advances such 
an unhesitating statement is determined, and at least the 
value of its testimony can without difficulty be settled. 

The continuation of this episode in the first Synoptic 
is quite in keeping with its commencement. It is stated : 
" But when the centurion and they that were with him 
watching Jesus saw the earthquake (uEwp.~v) and the 
things that were done (Td. y&oµ.&a) they feared greatly, 
saying, Truly this was a son of God" ( 'AAYJ(Jc';i:; vwi:; 0Eov 
~" o~oi:;). 1 In Mark the statement is very curiously 
varied: "And when the centurion who stood over 
against him saw that he so expired, he said : Truly this 
man was a son of God." 2 It is argued on the one hand 
that the centurion's wonder here was caused by Jesus 
dying with so loud a cry, and the reading of many MSS. 
would clearly support this ;3 and on the other that the 
cause of his exclamation was the unexpectedly rapid 
death of Jesus. Whichever view be taken, the cen
turion's deduction, it must be admitted, rests upon 

t Mt. xxvii. 54. This is the reading of the Vatican Cod. and D, with 
some others. Cod. A, C, E, F, and many others read 8foii vlc\s. The 
Sinaitic MS. bas 'A>... vlc\s ~" Toii 8*oii o~os. The rendering of the A. V., 
"the Son of God," cannot be suatained linguistically, whatever may have 
been the writer's intention. 

t Mk. xv. 39. The A. V. baa: "saw that he so cried out, and garve up 
the ghost:" «pGEas bas certainly high authority (A, C, E, G, H, &c., &c. ; 
D has ~a), but the Sin., Vat., and some other codices and versions, 
omit it, and it is rejected by Tiachendorf. We, therefore, take the reading 
for the moment which leaves the question moat open. 

1 M~tr, who takes the view, considers that, hearing Jesus expire with 
so loud a cry, the conturion concluded him to be a "Hero." Ev. des 
Mark. u. Lukas, 5te AuJl., 203 f. 
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singularly inconclusive reasoning. We venture to think 
that it is impossible that a Roman soldier could either 
have been led to form such an opinion upon sucli 
grounds, or to express it in such terms. In Luke, we 
have a third reading : " But when the centurion saw 
what was done, he glorified God, saying : Certainly 
this man was righteous " 1 ("Ovrw~ o G.vOp<inr~ o~~ 
8l1Ca.1.~ ~v). There is nothing here about the "Son of 
God;" but when the writer represents the Roman soldier 
as glorifying God, the narrative does not seem much 
more probable than that of the other Synoptists. 

The fourth Evangelist of course does not refer to any 
such episode, but, as usual, he introduces a very remark
able incident of his own, of which the Synoptist.s, who 
record such peculiar details of what passed, seem very 
strangely to know nothing. The fourth evangelist states : 
" The Jews, therefore, because it was the preparation, that 
the bodies might not remain upon the cross on the sabbath, 
(for that sabbath-day was a high day), besought Pilate 
that their legs might be broken and they might be taken 
away. So the soldiers came and brake the legs of the 
first, and of the other who was crucified with him, but 
when they came to Jesus, as they saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs; but one of the soldiers 
with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith there came 
out blood and water. And he that hath seen hath borne 
witness, and his witness is true : and that man knoweth 
that he saith what is true, that ye also may believe. 
For these things came to pass that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled: A bone of him shall not be broken. And 
again another Scripture saith : They shall look on him 
whom they pierced." 2 It is inconceivable that, if this 

I xxiii. 4i. 2 John xix. 31 -3i. 
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actually occurred, and occurred more especially that the 
" Scripture might be fulfilled, II the other three Evan
gelists could thus totally ignore it all.1 The second 
Synoptist does niore : he not only ignores but excludes 
it, for (xv. 43 f.) he represents Joseph as begging the 
body of Jesus from Pilate " when evening was now 
come." "And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead ; 
and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him 
whether he had been long dead. And when he knew 
it of the centurion he gave the corpse to Joseph." 2 

Now, although there could be no doubt on the point, 
the fourth Gospel clearly states (xix. 38, p.ET4 Ta.wa.) 
that Joseph made his request for the body after the 
order had been given by Pilate to break the legs of the 
crucified, and after it had been executed as above de
scribed. If Pilate had already given the order to break 
the legs, how is it possible he could have marvelled, or 
acted as he is described in Mark to have done? 

It is well known that the Crurifragium, which is here 
applied, was not usually an accompaniment of crucifixion, 
though it may have been sometimes employed along with 
it, 3 but that it was a distinct punishment. It consisted in 
breaking, with hammers or clubs, the bones of the con
demned from the hips to the feet. "\Ve shall not discuss 
whether in the present case this measure really was 
adopted or not. The representation is that the Jews 
requested Pilate to break the legs of the crucified that 
the bodies might be removed before the Sabbath, and 

1 The Sin., Vat., and other codices insert in Mt. xxvii. 49, the phrase 
from John xix. 34, ruor 81 "AafJ~,, >.clym11, <Jll)Ef11 awov ,.,,,, ,,.>.fvp&11, 1eal 
1@8n ii&ip ica& all"I• Notwithstanding this high authority, it is almost 
universally acknowledged that the phrase is an interpolation here. 

' Mk. xv. 44-45. 
• Ebrani admits that it was not oommon. Evang. Geech., p. 565, anm. 31. 
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that the order was given and executed. The first point 
to be noted is the very singular manner in which the 
leg-breaking was performed. The soldiers are said to 
have broken the legs of the first and then of the other 
who was crucified with Jesus, thus passing over Jesus 
in the first instance ; and then the Evangelist says: 
"but when they came to Jesus, as they saw that he was 
dead already, they brake not his legs, but one of the 
soldiers with a spear pierced his side." This order of 
procedure is singular ; but the whole conduct of the 
guard is so extraordinary that such details become com· 
paratively insignificant. An order having been given to 
the Roman soldiers, in acco,-dance with the request of 
the Jews, to break the legs of the crucified, we are 
asked to believe that they did not execute it in the case 
of Jesus t It is not reasonable to suppose, however, 
that Roman soldiers either were in the habit of disre
garding their orders, or could have any motive for doing 
so in this case, and subjecting themselves to the severe 
punishment for disobedience inflicted by Roman military 
law. It is argued that they saw that Jesus was already 
dead, and therefore that it was not necessary to break his 
legs; but soldiers are not in the habit of thinking in this 
way : they are disciplined to obey. The fact is, however, 
that the certainty that Jesus was dead already did not 
actually exist in their minds, and could scarcely have 
~xisted seeing that the death was so singularly rapid, 
for in that case why should the soldier have pierced his 
side with a spear? The only conceivable mot.ive for 
doing so was to make sure that Jesus really was dead; 1 

but is it possible to suppose that a Roman soldier, being 
iu the slightest doubt, actually chose to assure himself in 

1 Cf. Luthardl, Dae johann. Ev., 2te AuO., 1876, ii. p. 483 f. 
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this way when he might still more effectually have clone 
so by simply obeying the order of his superior and 
breaking the legs? The whole episode is manifestly un
historical 1 

It is clear that to fulfil in a marked way the pro
phecies which the writer had in his mind, and wished 
specially to apply to Jesus, it was necessary that, in the 
first place, there should have been a distinct danger 
of the bones being broken, and at the same time of the 
side not being pierced. The order to break the legs of 
the crucified is therefore given, but an extraordinary 
exception is made in favour of Jesus, and a thrust with 
the lance substituted, so that both passages of the Scrip
ture are supposed to be fulfilled. 2 What Scriptures, 
however, are fulfilled? The first : " A bone of him shall 
not be broken," is merely the prescription with regard to . 
the Paschal lamb, Ex. xii. 46,3 and the dogmatic view of 
the fourth Evangelist leads him throughout to represent 
Jesus as the true Paschal lamb. 'fhe second is Zech. 
xii. 10,4 and aay one who reads the passage, even with
out the assistance of learned exegesis, may perceive that 
it has no such application as our Evangelist gives it. We 
shall pass over, as not absolutely necessary for our imme
diate purpose, very many important details of the episode; 
but regarding this part of the subject we may say that 
we consider it evident that, if an order was given to 
break the legs of the crucified upon this occasion, that 

1 For the whole argument as to the leg-breaking and the Jance-thmst, 
compare G/riirer, Das Heiligthum und die Wahrheit, p. 231 ff., 241 ff.; 
Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 508 ff.; &holtm, Ev. n. Johannes, p. 338 ff.; 
8tratU1, Leb. Jeeu, p. 691 ff.; Wei88t, Die ev. Oesch., ii. p. 321> ff. 

1 8tratAfl, Das Leben Jesu, p. 693. 
a Cf. Numbers ix. 12; Ps. x.xxiv. 20. 
4 Cf. Pe. xx.ii. 16. We need not discues here the variation in the quo

tation Crom Zech. xii. 10. 
VOL. Ill. FF 
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order must have been executed upon Jesus equally with 
any others who may have been crucified with him. 

There has been much discussion as to the intention of 
the author in stating that, from the wound made by the 
lance, there forthwith came out " blood and water" 
( a.fµ.a. Kai V8(/)p) ; and likewise as to whether the special 
testimony here ref erred to in the third person is to attest 
more immediately the flow of blood and water, or the 
whole episode.• In regard to the latter point, we need 
not pause to discuss the question.' As to the "blood 
and water," some see iu the statement made an intention 
to show the reality of the death of Jesus,3 whilst others 
more rightly regard the phenomenon described as a 
representation of a supernatural and symbolical incident, 4 

closely connected with the whole dogmatic view of the 
Gospel. It is impossible not to see in this the same idea 
as that expressed in 1 John v. 6 : "This is he that came 
by water and blood, Jesus Christ ; not in the water only, 
but in the water and the blood." 6 As a natural incident 
it cannot be entertained, for in no sense but mere quib
bling could it be said that " blood and water" could 
flow from such a wound, and as a supernatural pheno-

1 or course we do not here even touch upon the wider question raiBed 
by this passage. 

' W o refer readers to the works quoted in the following two notes. 
1 .Milman, Hist. of Chr., i. p. 337; Neandff, Leh. Jesu, p. 583, anm. 3; 

.&tian, Vie de Jesus, p. 443 f.; de Wette, Ev. Joh., p. 312. Cf. Briic/C'lltr, 
zu de W. Ev. Joh., p. 312; Ebrard, zu Olah. Leidensgosch., p. 187; 
J!'11rrar, Life of Christ, ii. p. 42-1. 

4 .Alford, Gk. Teet., i. p. 902; Baur, Unters. Kan. Evv., p. 216 fl.; 
Of rarer, Das Hciligthum, p. 235 f.; Hengste11berg, Ev. Joh., iii. p. 2i8; 
Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 442 f.; Kriiger-Velthmtn, I..eb. Jeeu, p. 2M; 
Lutl1urdt, Das job. Ev., ii. p. 485 f. ; Meyer, Ev. Joh., p. 636; Stra11U, 
Leh. Jesu, p. 694; Weiue, Dio ev. Oesch., i. p. 100 ff.; ii. p. 326 ff.; 
Word8Worth, Gk. Test., Four Gospels, p. 3t>7. Cf. Farrar, Life of Christ, 
ii. p. 424 ; Uilyenfeld, Die Evangelieo, p. 316, awn. 3 . 

• er. John vii. 37-39, iii. 5, &c., &c. 
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menon it must be rejected. As a proof of the reality of 
the death of Jesus, it could only have been thought of at 
a time when gross ignorance prevailed upon all medical 
subjects. \Ve shall not here discuss the reality of the 
death of Jesus, but we may merely point out that the 
almost unprecedentedly rapid decease of Jesus was ex
plained by Origen 1 and some of the Fathers as mira
culous. It has been argued that the thrust of the lance 
may have been intended to silence those objectors who 
might have denied the actual death on the ground that 
the legs of Jesus were not broken like those of the two 
malefactors/1 and it certainly is generally quoted as 
having assured the fact of death. The statement that 
blood flowed from the wound, however, by no means sup
ports the allegation and, although we may make little 
use of the argument, it is right to say that there is no 
evidence of any serious kind advanced of the reality of 
the death of Jes us, here or in the other Gospels. 3 

The author of the fourth Gospel himself seems to 
betray that this episode is a mere interpolation of 
his own into a narrative to which it does not pro
perly belong.• According to his own account (xix. 
31), the Jews besought Pilate that the legs might be 
broken and that the bodies "might be taken away" 
(ap8C:,uw). The order to do this was obviously given, 

1 " Oravit Patrem, et e:muditus est, et statim ut clamavit ad Patrem, 
receptua eat aut aicut qui poteatatem habebat ponendi animam auam, 
poauit eam quando voluit ipse . • .• Miraculum enim erat quoniam post 
tree boraa receptua est," &c., &c. Orig. in Matth. ed. Delarue, 1740, 
iii. § 140, p. 928. 

: The use of the verb ,,{,uu"' does not favour the view that the writ.er 
int.ended to express a deep wound. 

1 It has likewise been thought that the representation in Mark xv. 44, 
that Pilate marvelled at the rapid death of Jeana, aud sent for the centu
rion to ascertain the fact, was made to meet similar doubts, or at least to 
give aaaurance of the reality of the death. 

4 Strauaa, Das Leben J esu, 1864, p. 696. 
FF 2 
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for the legs are forthwith broken and of course. 
immediately after, the bodies in pursuance of the same 
order would have been taken away. As soon as the 
Evangelist has secured his purpose of showing how 
the Scriptures were fulfilled by means of this episode, 
he takes up the story as though it had not been 
interrupted, and proceeds v. 38: "After these things" 
(p.uO. Tawa), that is to say after the legs of the male
factors had been broken and the side of Jesus pierced, 
Joseph besought Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus, and Pilate gave leave. Bot, if v. 3lf. be 
historical, the body most already have been taken 
away. All the Synoptics &o<rTee with the fourth Gospel 
in stating that Joseph of Arimathrea begged for 
and obtained the body of Jesus from Pilate. 1 The 
second and third Synoptics describe him as belonging 
to the Council, but the first Gospel merely calls him 
"a rich man," whilst the fourth omits both of these 
descriptions. They all call him a disciple of Jesus
secretl y for fear of the Jews, the fourth Gospel 
characteristically adds-although the term that he was 
"waiting for the Kingdom of God," used by the second 
and third Gospels, is somewhat vague. The fourth Gospel, 
however, introduces a second personage in the shape of 
Nicodemus, "who at the first came to him by night,"' 
and who, it will be remembered, had previously been 
described as "a ruler of the Jews." 3 'fhe Synoptics 
do not once mention such a person, either in the narra
tive of the Passion or in the earlier chapters, and there 
are more than doubts as to his historical character.• 

'l'he accounts of the Entombment given by the three 
1 According to Luke xxiii. 53, Joseph actually" took down" the body. 
2 John iii. 1. 3 John iii. 1, vii. 60. 
• Cf. K~iin, Jcsu v. Naz., iii. p. 5li ft 
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Synoptists, or at least by the second and third, dit:;tinctly 
exclude the narrative of the fourth Gospel, both as regards 
Nicodemus and the part he is represented as taking. The 
contradictions which commence here between the account 
of the fourth Gospel and the Synoptics, in fact, are of 
the most glaring and important nature, and demand 
marked attention. The fourth Gospel states that, having 
obtained permission from Pilate, Joseph came and 
took the body of Jesus away. "And there came 
also Nicodemus, . . . . bringing a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about ~ hundred pound weight. They took, 
therefore, the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen 
cloths with the spices, as the manner of the Jews 
is to bury. Now in the place where he was crucified 
there was a garden, and in the garden a new sepulchre 
wherein was never man yet laid. There, therefore, 
on account of the preparation of the Jews ( lKli · o~ s,a. 
'"1v '1Tapa.uK£'117Jv Twv 'Iov8alc,,v ), they laid Jesus, for the 
sepulchre Was at hand " (on EyyV~ ~V 'TO JLVYJJLELoV ). 1 

According to the first Synoptic, when Joseph took 
the body, he simply wrapped it "in clean linen" ( lv 
u,v86vt Ka8af"i.) and " laid it in his own new sepulchre, 
which he hewed in the rock : and he rolled a great 
stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed." 2 

There is no mention of spices or any anointing of the 
body,3 and the statement that the women provide for 
this is not made in this Gospel. According to the 
writer, the burial is complete, and the sepulchre finally 
closed. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary come 
merely " to behold the sepulchre,, at the end of the 

t John xix. 39-42. 'Mt. xxvii. 69 ff. 
1 Stroiua suggetite that, for the first Synoptist, his anointing had already 

bc6n accomplished. Cf. xxvi. 12; Das Lebeu Jesu, p. ii!l8. 
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Sabbath.1 The fourth Evangelist apparently does not 
know anything of the sepulchre being Joseph's own 
tomb, and the body is, according to him, although fully 
embalmed, only laid in the sepulchre in the garden on 
account of the Sabbath and because it was at hand. We 
shall refer to this point, which must be noted, further on. 

There are very striking differences between these 
two accounts, but the narratives of the second and 
third Synoptist.s are still more emphatically contradic
tory of both. In Mark, 2 we are told that Joseph 
" bought linen, and took him down and wrapped 
him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre 
which had been hewn out of a rock, and rolled a 
stone against the door of the sepulchre." There is 
110 mention here of any embalming performed by 
Joseph or Nicodemus, nor are any particulars given 
88 to the ownership of the sepulchre, or the reasons 
for its selection. We are, however, told : ' " And when 
the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, bought spi<,-es that 
they might come and anoint him." It is distinctly 
stated in connection with the entombment, moreover, 
in agreement with the first Synoptic: 4 " And Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of J oses beheld 
where he was laid." 6 According to this account and 
that of the first Gospel, the women, having remained 
to the laat and seen the body deposited in the 
sepulchre, knew so little of its having been embalmed 
by Joseph and Nicodemus, that they actually purchase 
the spices and come to perform that office themselves. 

In Luke, the statement is still more specific, in agree-

• Mt. xxviii. 1. ~ .Mk. xv. 46. 3 Mk. xvi. 1. 
• .Mt. xxvii. 61. • .Mk. xv. 4i. 
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ment with Mark, and in contradiction to the fourth 
Gospel. Joseph took down the body " and wrapped 
it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn 
in stone, wherein never man before was laid. . . . • 
And women who had come with him out of Galilee 
followed after, and beheld the sepulchre and how his 
body was laia. And they returned and prepared 
spices and ointments." Upon the first day of the 
week, the author adds : " they came unto the sepulchre 
bringing the spices which they had prepared." 1 

Which of these accounts are we to believe ? Accord
ing to the first Gospel, there is no embalmment at all ; 
according to the second and third Gospels, the em
balmment is undertaken by the women, and not by 
Joseph and Nicodemus, but is never carried out ; 
according to the fourth Gospel, the embalmment is 
completed on Friday evening by Joseph and Nico
demus, and not by the women. According to the 
first Gospel, the burial is completed on Friday evening ; 
according to the second and third, it is only provisional; 
and according to the fourth, the embalmment is final, 
but it is doubtful whether the entombment is final 
or temporary ; several critics consider it to have been 
only provisional. 2 In Mark, the women buy the spices 
"when the Sabbath was past" (8r.a:yEvoµ.lvov Tov ua./3-
/J,frov) ; 3 in Luke before it has begun; 4 and in Matthew 
and John they do not buy them at all. In the first 
and fourth Gospels, the women come after the Sabbath 
merely to behold the sepulchre,5 and in the second 
and third, they bring the spices to complete the burial. 

1 Luke xxiii. 53ff. , xxiv. 1. ' Renan, Vio do Jesus, p. 447. 
1 .Mk. xvi. 1. • Luke xx.iii. 35. 

• Mt. XXYiii. 1 ; John xx. 1. 
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Amid these conflicting statements we may suggest one 
consideration. It is not probable, in a hot climate, 
that a wounded · body, hastily laid in a sepulchre on 
Friday evening before six o'clock, would be disturbed 
again on Sunday morning for the purpose of being 
anointed and embalmed. Corruption would, under 
the circumstances, already have commenced. Besides, 
as Keim 1 has pointed out, the last duties to the dead 
were not forbidden amongst the Jews on the Sabbath, 
and there is really no reason why any care for the 
body of the Master which reverence or affection 
might have dictated should not at once have been 
bestowed. 

The enormous amount of myrrh and aloes-" about 
a hundred pound weight " ( &>~ Xf:rpa.~ EKa.Tov )-brought 
by Nicodemus has excited much discussion, and adds 
to the extreme improbability of the story related by 
the fourth Evangelist. 2 To whatever weight the litra 
may be reduced, the quantity specified is very great; 
and it is a question whether the body thus enveloped 
"as the manner of the Jews is to bury" could have 
entered the sepulchre. The practice of embalming 
the dead, although well known amongst the Jews, 
and invariable in the case of Kings and noble or very 
wealthy persons, was by no means generally prevalent. 
In the burial of Gamaliel the elder, chief of the 
party of the Pharisees, it is stated that over 80 pounds 
of balsam were burnt in his honour by the proselyte 
Onkelos ; 3 but this quantity, which was considered very 

1 Scbabbath Ul.l; Ktim, Jeau von Nuara, iii. 622, anm. 1. 
' Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 621 f.; Wtia#, Die ev. Geach., ii. p. 342 r. 

Cf. P'arrar, Life of Christ, ii. p. 429, note 1 ; LutJ.ardt, Das joh. Ev., ii. 
p. 492 ; Olahauun, Leidensgesch., p. 189. 

1 Krim, Jeau v. Nazara, iii. 621. 
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remarkable, is totally eclipsed by the provision of 
Nicodemus. 

The key to the whole of this history of the burial of 
Jesus, however, is to be found in the celebrated chapt. 
liii. of "Isaiah." We have already, in passing, pointed 
out that, in the third Gospel (xxii. 37), Jesus is repre
sented as saying: "For I say unto you, that this which 
is written must be accomplished in me : And he was 
reckoned among transgressors." The same quotation from 
Is. liii. 12 is likewise interpolated in Mk. xv. 28. Now 
the whole representation of the burial and embalmment 
of Jesus is evidently based upon the same chapter, and 
more especially upon v. 9, which is wrongly rendered 
both in the Authorized Version and in the Septuagint, in 
the latter of which the passage reads : " I will give 
the wicked for his grave and the rich for his death." 1 

The Evangelists taking this to be the sense of the 
passage, which they suppose to be a Messianic prophecy, 
have represented the death of Jesus as being with 
the wicked, crucified as he is between two robbers ; 
and through Joseph of Arimathrea, significantly called 
" a rich man " ( 0.118p&Y1Tor; 1TXovuwr;) by the first 
Synoptist, especially according to the fourth Evangelist 
by his addition of the counsellor Nicodemus and his 
hundred pounds weight of mingled myrrh and aloes, 
as being "with the rich in his death." Unfortunately, 
the passage in the '' prophecy" does not mean what 
the Evangelists have been led to understand, and the 
ablest Hebrew scholars and critics are now agreed 
that both phrases quoted refer, in true Hebrew manner, 
to one representation, and that the word above trans-

I Kal a.w. TOVS frO"'lpoiis °""' "is ... aq,ijs oU...oii, Kol TOVS fr~OVfTlOVS url f"Oii 

8-""ov oU...Oii. le. liii. 9. 
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lated " rich " is not used in a favourable sense, but 
that the passage must be rendered : "And they made 
bis grave with the wicked and his sepulchre with 
the evil-doers," or words to that effect.1 Without 
going minutely into the details of opinion on the 
subject of the "servant of Jehovah" in this writing 
of the Old Testament, we may add that upon one 
point at least the great majority of critics are of one 
accord : that Is. liii. and other passages of " Isaiah" 
describing the sufferings of the " Servant of J ebovah" 
have no reference to the Messiab.2 As we have 

1 Anger, Vorles. Cttlech. d. Mess. ldee, herauag. Krenkel, 1873, p. 65 ; 
Bttlc, Die cyrojesajan. Weiaaag., 1844, p. 138 ft'. ; Bun«n, Bibehr., 1800, 
ii. p. 440 f. ; Gott. ind. Geech., 1857, i. p. 251 ; Cht!Jftt, The Book of haiah 
chron. arranged, 1870, p. 190; Malld dt Chilly, Lea Prophete&, 1862, 
p. 317 ; Dar:idacm, Int. O. T., iii. p. 62; Ewald, Die Propheten d. Alt. 
B. 2te Au1l., iii. p. 92; Geaeniua, Der Prophet Jeeaia, 2te AuJl., i. 1829, 
Jl· 129; iii. 1821, p. 163, 167 f. , 184 f. ; Htndewerk, Dea Prophet. Jeaaja 
Weisaag., 1843, ii. p. 132; Hitzig, Der Proph. Jeaaia, 1833, p. 572 ff.; 
Die prophet. Btich. des A. T. tibera., 1854, p. 80; Ktim, Jeau v. Naz., iii. 
p. 527, anm. 1; Knobel, Der Proph. Jeaaja, 1861, p. 389 f.; Mtij'boom, 
JeztlB' Opet.anding, p. 150 : RtUU, La Bible : Les Prophetes, ii. p. 1875, 
p. 278 ; Bcliegg, Der Proph. Jeaajas, i. p. 152 f.; Sam. Sharr, The Heb. 
Scriptures, 1866, iii. p. 140; Strama, Leb. Jesu, p. 597; J"olkmar, Die 
Rel. Jeau, p. 78; Die Evangelien, p. 603 f. ; de WeUt, Die heil. Sehr. 
dee A. u. N. T. 4te Auil., p. 738; JWwland Williama, The Hebrew Pro
phete, ii. 1871, p. 440 f. Cf. Birka, Comm. on Book of Isaiah, 1871, 
p. 2il; Roaenmiiller, Scholia in V. T. Jesajae, iii. p. 360 ft'.; &i~, Der 
Ev. d. A. T., 1870, p. 206 f. 

t ~nger, Vorlea. tib. Geech. d. Mesa. Idee. 1873, p. 64 ff.; Bttk, De 
cap. quinquagesimo tert.io Lib. Jeaajani, 1840, p. 80 ft'.; Die cyrojea. 
Weiseag., p. 23 ft'. 128 ft'. , 138 ft'. ; Bun-, Bibelw., ii., 1860, p. 439 f.; 
cf. Gott in d. Geach., i. p. 249 ff. ; C/~e, Iaaiah chron. arranged, 18i0, 
p. 190 ff.; Colani, Jeaua-Christ et lee C'royancea Meaa., 1864, p. 132 f. ; 
.David«>n, Int. 0. T., iii. p. 62 ff. ; Ewald, Die Propheten des A. B., iii. 
p. 89 ff.; GttJeniua, Der Prophet Jeaaia, iii., 1821, p. 160 ff.; Hmdt1«rl, 
Dea Proph. Jeaoja Weissag., ii. p. 122 ff.; l/itzig, Der Prophet Jcaia, 
1833, p. li64 ff. ; Kleinart, Stud. u. Krit., 1862, p. 699 ff. j Kno~l, Der 
l'roph. Jusaia, 1861, p. 389 ff.; KtJemm, De Profeten en de Prof. ond. 
Israel, 18i5, i. p. 257 ft'., ii. p. 287 ff. ; Jftijboom, Jezue' Opetanding, 
J•· 153 f. ; G. R. Nuyta, New 'l'rana. of Hebrew Prophete, 1866, Intr., 
J•. xL ff. ; Rtuu, La Bible: Lea Prophetcs, 18i6, ii. p. 2i9 f. ; llotemniilkr, 
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THE WATCH AT THE SEPULCHRE. 443 

touched upon this subject it may not be out of place 
to add that Psalms xxii. 1 and lxix.,2 which are so 
frequently quoted in connection with the passion, and 
represented by New Testament and other early writers 
as Messianic, are determined by sounder principles of 
criticism applied to them in modern times not to 
refer to the Messiah at all. We have elsewhere 
spoken of other supposed Messianic Psalms quoted 
in the New Testament.3 

We now come to a remarkable episode which is pecu
liar to the first Synoptic and strangely ignored by all the 
other Gospels. It is stated that the next day-that is to 
say, on the Sabbath-the chief priests and the Pharisees 
came together to Pilate, saying : "Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver said while he was yet alive : After three 

Scholia in Jesairo vaticinia, 1820, iii. p. 323 ff.; Schenkel, Stud. u. Krit., 
1836, p. 982 ff. ; Bflin«ke, Der Evang. d. A. T., p. 21 ff., 206 f.; Stahelin, 
Die mess. Weieeagungen, 1847, p. 101 ff.; Strauu, Leb. Jesu, p. 231 ff., 
575 f; de Wdte, Comm. de morte J. C. expiatoria, p. 13 ff., 26 ff.; 
EinL A. T., p. 281 ; Weiaae, Die ev. Oesch., i. p. 425 ff. Of. Riehm, Stud. 
u. Krit., 186ii, p. 457 f., 487 ff. ; 18611, p. 258 ff. 

1 R. A11ger, Vories. ilo. Geach. Mess. ldee, 1873, p. 73 f.; Blttk, Einl. 
A. T. 2t.e Aufl., p. 624 f.; DuvidM>n, Int. 0. T., 1862, ii. p. 280 f.; 
Kamphawen, in Bunsen's Bibelw., 1868, iii. p. 41 f.; Kuenen, De Pro
feten, ii. p. 242, 248 ff.; Rema, La Bible: Le Peautier, 1875, p. 117 ff; 
~iilkr, Scholia in Vet. Test., Pealmi, ii. p. 676 ff.; Ruptrli, in Pott'e 
SyUoge Comm. Theol., 1801, ii. p. 280; Straus•, Dae Leb. Jeeu,_p. 678; 
de Welle, Die Pealmen, p. 234; Ev. Johannes, p. 306. Cf. Hengatenberg, 
Die Pealmen, 2te Anfl. ii. p. 7 ff. ; Liicke, Ev. Johan., 1843, ii. p. 760 f, 

1 R. A11ger, Vories. Gesh. Mess. ldee, p. 74; G. Baur, Oesch. A. T. 
Weiseag., p. 416; Bkek, Einl. A. T., p. 625; David.!on, Int. 0. T., ii. 
p. 302 ; Ewald, Die Pealmen, 3te Aufl., 1866, p. 292 f.; Four Frien<l., The 
Pealme chron. arranged, p. 227 ; Hitzig, Die Pealmen, ii. 1 p. 93 ff. ; 
Hupfdd, Die Pealmen, ed. Riehm., 1870, iii. p. 2o9; Kamphamen, in 
Bunsen's Bibelw., iii. p. 138; Kuenen, De Profeten, ii. p. 243 ft, 248 ff., 
252 fl'.; LUcke, Ev. Joh., ii. p. 764; J. Ouhamen, Die Pealmen, p. 298; 
~. La Bible: Le Psautier, p. 240 ff.; RoaemnUl/.er, Scholia in Vet. 
Teet., 1823, iii. p. 1295 f.; Strauu, Dae Leb. :Jesu, p. 578; Of. Heng-
1knherg, Die Psalmen, iii. p. 240 ff. 

1 Seep. s2 11., 106 r. 
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444 SUPER~ATCRAL RELIGIO:X. 

days I am raised (METa TpE'i'> T,p.lpa.r; fyE{pol'4')· Com
mand, therefore, that the sepulchre he made sure until 
the third day, lest his disciples come and steal him away 
and say unto the people : He is risen from the dead: so 
the last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said 
unto them : Ye have a guard \EXETE KOVO"T~fuv) : go, 
make it as sure as ye can. So they went and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, with the guard." 1 Not 
only do the other Evangelists pass over this strange pro
ceeding in total silence, but their narratives exclude it, 
at least those of the second and third Synoptists do ao. 
The women came with their spices to embalm the body, 
in total ignorance of there being any guard to interfere 
with their performance of that last sad office for the 
Master. We are asked to believe that the chief priests 
. and the Pharisees actually desecrated the Sabbath by seal
ing the stone, and visited the house of the heathen Pilate 
on so holy a day, for the purpose of asking for the guard.' 
These priests are said to have remembered and under
stood a prophecy of Jes us regarding his resurrection, of 
which his disciples are represented to be in ignorance! 
The remark about " the last error," moreover, is very 
suspicious. The ready acquiescence of Pilate is quite in
credible.• That he should employ Roman soldiers to watch 
the sepulchre of a man who had been crucified cannot be 
entertained ; and his friendly : " Go, make it as sure as ye 

1 Mt. xxvii. 62~6. 

' Keim, Jesu v. Nazara, ill. p. 524; cf. John xviii. 28, xix. 31. 
1 Cf. John xx. 9. 
4 It has been argued that Pilate does not give a Boman guard, but 

merely permits the chief priests to make use of their own guard. This. 
however, is opposed to the whole tenor of the story, and the suggestion 
is generally rejected. Tcrtullian says: "Tune Judmi detractum et 
sepulchro conditum wagna etiiwi militaris custodiie diligentia circwnae
derunt." Apol. § 21. 
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can," is not in the spirit of Pilate. It is conceivable that 
to satisfy their clamour he may, without much difficulty, 
have consented to crucify a Jew, more especially as his 
crime was of a political character represented as in some 
degree affecting the Roman power; but, once crucified, it 
is not in the slightest degree likely that Pilate would 
care what became of his body, and still less that he would 
employ Roman soldiers to mount guard over it. 

It may be as well to dispose finally of this episode, so we 
at once proceed to its conclusion. When the resurrection 
takes place, it is stated that some of the guard went into 
the city, and, instead of making their report to Pilate, as 
might have been expected, told the chief priests all that 
had occurred. A council is held, and the soldiers are 
largely bribed, and instructed : " Say that his disciples 
came by night and stole him w bile we slept. And if this 
come to the governor's ears we will persuade him and 
make you free from care. So they took the money and 
did as they were taught." 1 Nothing could be more 
simple than the construction of the story, which fol
lows the usual broad lines of legend. The idea of 
Roman soldiers confessing that they slept whilst on 
watch, and allowed that to occur which they were 
there to prevent ! and this to oblige the chief priests 
and elders, at the risk of their lives! Then are ·we to 
suppose that the chief priests and council believed this 
story of the earthquake and angel, and yet acted in this 
way ? and if they did not believe it, would not the very 
story itself have led to the punishment of the men, and to 
the confirmation of the report they desired to spread, that 
the disciples had stolen the body? The iarge bribe 
seems to have been very ineffectual, however, since the 
Christian historian is able to report precisely what the 

• Mt. xxviii. 11-15. 
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chief priests and elders instruct them to say.1 ls it not 
palpable that the whole story is legendary ?2 If it be 
so, and we think it cannot be doubted, a conclusion 
which the total silence of the other Gospels seems to 

confirm, very suggestive consequences may be deduced 
from it. The first Synoptist, referring to the false report 
which the Sanhedrin instruct the soldiers to make, says: 
" And this saying was spread among the Jews unto this 
day."3 The probable origin of the legend, therefore, may 
have been an objection to the Christian affirmation of the 
resurrection to the above effect; but it is instructive to 

find that Christian tradition was equal to the occasion, and 
invented a story to refute it. It is the tendency to this 
very system of defence and confirmation, everywhere 
apparent, which renders early Christian tradition so 
mythical and untrustworthy. 

'Ve now enter upon the narrative of the Resurrection 
itself. The first Synoptist relates that Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary came to behold the sepulchre '' at the 
close of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn into the first 
day of the week" ('01/JE 8E ua.{J/3a:r"'v, rfi l'11'r.t/>o>uKo1xrg 
El~ p.la.v ua.{JfJO:r"'v);' that is to say, shortly after six 
o'clock on the evening of Saturday, the end of the Sab
bath, the dawn of the next day being marked by the 

1 Olahausen, to obviate the difficulty of supposing that the Sanhedrin 
did all this, supposes that Caiaphas the high pneet may have been the 
principal agent. Bibi. Comm., ii. 2, p. 190 f. 

2 Bletk, Synopt. Erkl. d. drei Ell'llt. Evv. 1862, ii. p . 483 ff.; Eidlwrw. 
Einl., i. p. 490 f. ; Ewald, Die drei erst. Evv., p. 365 ; Ofronr, Die 
heil. Sage, i. p. 354 f. ; Kern, T\ib. Zeitechr., 1834, ii. p. 100 f. ; Keim, 
Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 523 ff., 556 ff. ; Meijboom, Jezus' Opetanding, p. 139 
ff. ; Meyer, Ev. Mattb., p. 60i f . ; Re11an, Vie de Jesus, p. 445, n. 1; 
Scholtet1, Ilet Ev. u. Joh. , p. 358f. ; Stram1, Dae Lob. Jesu, p. 599(.; 
Weber u. Holtzmann , ~. V. Ier. , ii. p. 528; Weitst, Die ev. Oesch., ii. 
p. 343 f.; Wilek, Der Urevangeliet, 1838, p. 640 f. Cf. Dt Welte, fa·. 
Matth. , p. 3i0 f. 

1 Mt. XJtviii. 15. • Mt. xxviii. 1. 
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glimmer of more than one star in the heavens.1 The 
second Synoptic represents that, " when the Sabbath was 
past," Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, and that they came to the 
sepulchre " very early on the first day of the week after 
the rising of the sun" {Kat Xfuv 7Tp(J)t rij~ µW.~ ua{3fJiJ.T(J)11 
••• @aT(lAa.vro~ Tov ,;xtov).2 The third Synoptist states 
that the women who came with Jesus from Galilee came 
to the sepulchre, but he subsequently more definitely 
names them: "Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary 
the mother of Jam es, and the other women with them," 3 

-a larger number of women,-and they came " upon the 
first day of the week at early dawn " (Tfi ~E /.I.~ Twv ua/3-
/JO.T<dV opOpov {3a8l(J)~). The fourth Evangelist represents 
that Mary Magdalene only• came to the sepulchre, on the 
first day of the week, "early, while it was yet dark'' 
( a. , •• )11 
'ITf'<"' <TKOna~ ETC. OV<TrJ~ • 

The first Evangelist indubitably makes the hour at 
which the women come to the sepulchre different and 
much earlier than the others, and at the same time 
he represents them as witnessing the actual removal 
of the stone, which, in the other three Gospels, the 
women already find rolled away from · the mouth of 
the sepulchre.6 It will, therefore, be interesting to 
follow the first Synoptic. It is here stated: 2. "And 
behold there was a great earthquake (unuµo~): for 
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 
and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 

1 Keim, Jesu v. Nazara, iii. 552 f. 
t Mk. xvi. 2. 3 Luke xxiii . .55, x.~iv. 1, 10. 
• It is argued from the o'l3al''" of xx. 2, that there were others with her 

although they are not named. 1 John xx. 1. 
• Mk. xvi. 4; Luke xxiv. 2; John x.~. 1. 
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snow. 4. And for fear of him the keepers did shake 
and became as dead men. 5. And the angel answered 
and said unto the women : Fear ye not, for I know that 
ye seek Jesus, who hath been crucified. 6. He is not 
here: for he was raised (tylpf>r, yap) as he said: Come, 
see the place where he lay. 7. And go quickly, and 
tell his disciples that he was raised (Jrylpf>r,) from the 
dead, and behold he goeth before you into Galilee : there 
shall ye see him : behold, I have told you. 8. And they 
departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great 
joy ; and ran to tell his disciples." 1 We have here in 
the first place another earthquake and apparently, on the 
theory of the course of cosmical phenomena held during 
the "Age of Miracles," produced by the angel who de
scended to roll away the stone from the sepulchre. This 
earthquake, like the others recorded in the first Synoptic, 
appears to be quite unknown to the other Evangelists, 
and no trace of it has been pointed out in other writings. 
With the appearance of the angel we obviously arrive 
upon thoroughly unhistorical ground. Can we believe, 
because this unknown writer tells us so, that " an angel,"' 
causing an earthquake, actually descended and took such 
a part in this transaction ? Upon the very commonest 

I M:t. XXViii. 2. a:al l3ov tmq,d>r /ybwro prytW tfyyf).or yOp a:vplov uro{J4s 
I~ OVpallOV frptHTf).IJQ,,, a.rta:V>.&erfll T'Oll >.&&11 a:al la:O.IJrrro ffrW aww. 3. ~a; 
.j tl3ia aVT"oti 6'r aa-rprnri, a:al ,.0 t~t11"1 aVT"oti >.ft/a:o11 wfl xW:.11. 4. dirO 3f nv 
t/>OfJov awoti lvtlv1J,,ua11 ol T"/poUllT'ff a:al lywl,tJ,,ua11 itr llfa:poi. o. ~if 
3~ d ~>.or tbrQf Tair ~l11· M~ <f>ofjfiulJf vptir· o:&. yOp &,., 'Ir/crOW,..., 
la-rat1po>pi11011 C'/T'flT'f. 6. ova: fOTUI Ut• ;,y;pe,, y&p, a:alJr..r f1'nr 3Wrf ~ 
TOii TOJroll &rrov la:nTo. 7. a:al Taxi. wopwlJtiutU ftfrOT'f ro&r J"llJrrra&r aVToti On 
;,y;pe,, O,,o T'liill llflC{Jliill, a:al zaot. "~' vp.ir dr ,...,,,, rcW>.oia., lai cMOr 
~fUIJf, l3ov f:wo11 vpi11. 8. a:al g.,..f>.IJotiutU T'OxU Owo Toti l""/Jtfltw JtfT'~ ~ 
a:al xapar l'f"/U>.'lr t3papo11 d7rayyli>.a, T'oir palJrrrair awoti. 

' Compare his description with Dan. x. 6. It is worthy of considera
tion also that whl•n Daniel is cast into the den of lions a st.one is rolled 
upon the mouth of tho den, and seulcd with the signet of the king and his 
lords, vi. 17. 
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principles of evidence, the reply must be an emphatic 
negative. Every fact of science, every lesson of experi
ence excludes such an assumption, and we may add that 
the character of the author, with which we are now better 
acquainted, as well as the course of the narrative itself, con
firms the justice of such a conclusion.• If the introduction 
of the angel be legendary, must not also his words be so? 

Proceeding,' however, to examine the narrative as it 
stands, we must point out a circumstance which may 
appropriately be mentioned here, and which is well 
worthy of attention. The women and the guard are 
present when the stone is rolled away from the se
pulchre, but they do not witness the actual Resurrection. 
It is natural to suppose that, when the stone was removed, 
Jesus, who, it is asserted, rises with his body from the 
dead, would have come forth from the sepulchre: but 
not so; the angel only says, v. 6 : " He is not here : for 
he was ra:ised (Y,ylpDr, yap);" and he merely invites the 
women to see the place where he lay. 'fhe actual resur
rection is spoken of as a thing which had taken place 
before, and in any case it was not witnessed by any one. 
In the other Gospels, the resurrection has already occurred 
before any one arrives at the sepulchre ; and the remark
able fact is, therefore, absolutely undeniable, that there 
was not, and that it is not even pretended that there was, 
a single eye-witness of the actual Resurrection. The 
empty grave, coupled with the supposed subsequent ap- · 
pearances of Jcsns, is the only evidence of the Resurrec
tion. We shall not, however, pursue this further at 
present. The removal of the stone is not followed by 
any visible result. The inmate of the sepulchre is not 

I Ha«, Das Leb. Josu, p. 2i9; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. P· 547 r. ; 
Lick, Dn.~ Ev. Joh., ii. P· ;so f. 
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observed to issue from it, and yet he is not there. May we 
not ask what wast.he use, in this narrative, of the removal 
of the stone at all ? As no one apparently came forth, 
the ouly purpose seems to have been to permit those from 
without to enter and see that the sepulchre was empty. 

Another remarkable point is that the angel desires 
the women to go quickly and inform the disciples: "he 
goeth before you into Galilee : there shall ye see him." 
One is tempted to inquire why, as he rose from the dead 
in Jerusalem and, in spite of previous st.atements, the 
disciples are represented as being there also, 1 Jesus did 
not appear to them in the Holy City, instead of sending 
them some three days' journey off to Galilee. At the 
same time, Jesus is represented by the first two Synoptics 
as saying at the last Supper, when warning the disciples 
that they will all be offended at him that night and be 
scattered : " But after I shall have been raised, I will go 
before you into Galilee." 2 At present we have only to 

call attention to the fact that the angel gives the order. 
'Vith how much surprise, therefore, do we not immedi
ately after read that, as the women departed quickly to 
tell the disciples in obedience to the angel's message, 
v. 9 : " Behold Jesus met them, saying, Hail. And they 
came up to him and laid hold of his feet, and worshipped 
him. 10. Then saith Jesus unto them : Be not afraid: 
go, tell my brethren that they depart into Galilee, and 
there they shall 8ee me." 3 What was the use of the 
angel's message since Jesus himself immediately after 
appears and delivers the very same instructions in per
son? This sudden and apparently unnecessary appearance 
has all the character of an afterthought. One point, how-

I r.uke xxiv. 33; John xx. 18 ff. t Mt. xxn. 32: Mk. ld'\". 28. 
3 Mt. xxnii. fl, 10. 
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ever, is very clear : that the order to go into Galilee and 
the Htaternent that there first Jesus is to appear to the 
disciples are unmistakable, repeated and peremptory. 

We must now turn to the second Gospel. The women 
going to the sepulchre with spices that they might 
anoint the body of Jesus-which, according to the 
fourth Gospel, had already been fully embalmed and, in 
any case, had lain in the sepulchre since the Friday 
evening- are represented as saying amongst them
selves: "\Vho will roll us away the stone from the 
door of the sepulchre? " 1 This is a curious dramatic 
speculation, but very suspicious. These women are 
apparently not sufficiently acquainted with Joseph of 
Arimathrea to be aware that, as the fourth Gospel 
asserts, the body had already been embalmed, and yet 
they actually contemplate rolling the stone away from the 
mouth of a sepulchre which was his property.2 Keim 
has pointed out that it was a general rule 3 that, after a 
sepulchre had been closed in the way described, it should 
not again be opened. Generally, the stone was not placed 
against the opening of the sepulchre till the third day, 
when corruption had already commenced ; but here the 
sepulchre is stated by all the Gospels to have been 
closed on the first day, and the unhesitating intention of 
the women to remove the stone is not a happy touch on 
the part of the second Synoptist. They find the stone 
already rolled a way. 4 Ver. 5 : " And entering into the 
sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right 
side, clothed in a long white garment ; and they were 

1 Mk. xvi. 3. 
' Krim, Jesu v. Nazara, iii. p. 522. i lb., iii. 522, anm. 1. 
4 Mk. xvi. 4. Tho continuation : "for it was very great" (~" yap l'f.tar 

O'ff>~pa), is peculiar, but of course intended to represent the difficulty of 
its removal. 

0 0 2 
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affriglited. 6. And he saith unto them: Be not aft'righted: 
Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified: he was raised 
(-?ylpO,,); he is not here ; behold the place where they 
laid him. 7. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 
goeth before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see him, as 
he said unto you. 8. And th~y went out and fled from 
the sepulchre : for trembling and astonishment seized 
them, and they said nothing to any one ; for they were 
afraid."• In Matthew, the angel rolls away the stone 
from the sepulchre and sits upon it, and the women only 
enter to see where Jesus lay, upon his invitation. Here, 
they go in at once, and see the angel ("a young man") 
sitting at the right side, and are affrighted. He re-assures 
them and, as in the other narrative, says:" he was raised." 
He gives them the same message to his disciples and to 

Peter, who is specially named, and the second Synoptic 
thus fully confirms the first. iu rcpresent.ing Galilee as the 
place where Jesus is to be seen by them. It is curious 
that the women should say nothing to anyone about this 
wonderful event, and iu this the statement.s of the other 
Gospels are certainly not borne out. '!'here is one remark
able point to be noticed, however, that, according to the 
second Synoptist also, not only is there no eye-witness of 
the Uesurrection, but the only evidence of that marvellous 
occurrence which it contains is the information of the 
"young man," which is clearly no evidence at all. There 
is no appearance of JesuR to any one narrated, and it 
would seem a'i though the appearance described in 

I Mk. xvi . a: ir'li flO'fA8oVcra& rlr N ,...,,.,&o. ri&• notO'ltCW ~;, 

rnir ~·~wir, 7npc/j4/A'11't..,. cno>.~· An1q•, irm i~Oa,.IJ~er,-.. 6. o 4f ~ 
nmir' !Iii} iirtJa,./Jfio-Sr 'l'IO'oii• ,,,n&n ,-u., itTTUV,,..,,..,,.,.,. ;,yipe,,, o1nc iffTD 
W«· ~ o TU.Or O.w 16,,iro cMO.. 7. OUci i>ir~ ri1rmf n>ir ~r nrw 
a ~ flfTP¥ On trpocry.l Ul'Of flf Ti}• raAIAaUur iittf almW &+-ri., m8*s f:... 
upi•. 8. irui i~1A8oiio-a& llfwyo• mr~ nii ,..,,,.,io1r 1lxn yap awar Tp;,u.r ai 
11t1TTtttrtf. irni nl,~1•l oltbi• 1l1r0tr f+ofjoV"° yOp. 
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llatt. xxviii. 9 f. is excluded. It is well known that 
Mark xvi. 9-20 did not form part of the original Gospel 
and is inauthentic. It is unnecessary to argue a point 
so generally admitted. The verses now appended to the 
Gospel are hy a different author and are of 110 value as 
evidence. 'Ve, therefore, exclude them from consideration. 

Jn Luke, as in the second Synoptic, the women find 
the stone removed, and here it is distinctly stated that 
" on entering in they found not tbe body of the Lord 
Jesus. 4. And it came to pass as they were perplexed 
thereabout, behold two men stood by them in shining 
garments ; 5. And as they were afraid, and bowed their 
faces to the earth, they said unto them : Why seek ye the 
living among the dead? 6. He is not here, but was 
raised (Tr!lpO.,,) ; remember how he spake unto you when 
lie was yet in Galilee, 7. saying, that the Son of Man 
must be delivered up into the hands of sinful men, and 
he crucified and the t.hird day rise again. 8. And they 
remembered bis words, 9. and returned from the sepul
clire, and told all these things unto the eleven and to 
all the rest. . . . 11. And these words appeared to them 
as an idle tale, and they believed them not." 1 'fhe 
author of the third Gospel is not content with one 
angel, like the first two Synoptists, but introduces " two 
men in shining garments," who seem suddenly to stand 
beside the women, and instead of re-assuring them, as in 
the former narratives, rather adopt a tone of reproof 
(v. 5). They inform the women that" Jesus was raised;" 
and here again not only bas no one been au eye-witness 
of the resurrection, but the women only bear of it from 
the angels. There is one striking pec,'\Jliarity in the above 

1 Luke xxiv. 3-9, 11. It is unnecessary to eay that v. 12 is a later 
interpolation. 
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account. There is no mention whatever of Jesus going 
before hia disciples into Galilee to be seen of them, nor 
indeed of his being seen at all ; but " Galilee " is intr~ 
duced hy way of a reminiscence. Instead of the future, 
the third Synoptist substitutes the past and, as might be 
expected, he gives no hint of any appearances of Jesus 
to the disciples beyond the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 
'Vhen the women tell the disciples what they have seen 
and heard, they do not believe them. The thief on tbe 
cross, according to the writer, was more advanced in his 
faith and knowledge than the Apostles. Setting aside 
Mat. xxviii. 9, 10, we have hitherto no other affi.nnation 
of the Resurrection than the statement that the sepulchre 
was found empty, and the angels announced that Jesus 
was raised from the dead. 

The account of the fourth Evangelist, however, differs 
completely from the narratives of all the Synoptists. 
According to him, Mary Magdalene alone comes to the 
sepulchre and sees the stone taken away. She there
fore runs and comes to Simon Peter and to " the other 
disciple whom Jesus loved," saying: "They took (~pav) 
the Lord out of the sepulchre and we know not 
( ov1e ot8ap.EV) 1 where they laid ( £0.,,1eo.v) him. 3. Peter, 
therefore, Wl'nt forth and the other disciple, and came 
to the sepulchre. 4. And the two ran together; and 
the other disciple outran Peter and came first to the 
sepulchre ; 5. and stooping down, looking in, he seeth 
the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6. Then 
cometh Rimon Peter following him and wcnt into the 

1 From the use of thig plural, as we ha\"e already pointed out, it is 
argue.I that there were others with Mary who are not named. Thi~ by 
no mearui followa, but it it were the case tho peculiarity of the narratire 
becomes all tho more apparent. 
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sepulchre and beholdeth the linen clothes lying, 7. and 
the napkin that was on his head, not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wrapped in one place by itself. 8. Then 
went in, therefore, the other disciple also, who came first 
to the sepulchre, and he saw and believed. 9. For as 
yet they knew not the scriptures, that he must rise 
again frqm the dead. 10. So the disciples went aw:i.y to 
their own homes." 1 Critics have long ago pointed out 
the careful way in which the actions of "the beloved 
disciple " and Peter are balanced in this narrative. If 
the " other disciple " outstrips Peter, and first looks into 
the sepulchre, Peter first actually enters; and if Peter 
first sees the careful arrangement of the linen clothes, the 
other sees and believes. The evident care with which 
the writer metes out a share to each disciple in this visit to 
the sepulchre, of wl1ich the Synoptics seem totally ignorant, 
is very suggestive of artistic arrangement, and the careful 
details regarding the folding and position of the linen 
clothes, which has fornished so much matter for apologetic 
reasoning, seems to us to savour more of studied composi
tion than natural observation. So very much is passed over 
in complete silence which is of the very highest importance, 
that minute details like these, which might well becomposed 
in the study, do not produce so much effect as some critics 
think they should do. There is some ambiguity as to what 
the disciple "believed," according to v. 8, when he went 
into the sepulchre; and some understand that he simply 
believed what l\fary Magdalene had told them (v. 2), whilst 
others hold that he believed in the resurrection, which, taken 
in connection with the following verse, seems undoubtedly 
to be the author's meaning. If the former were the 
reading it would Le too trifling a point to Le so promi-

1 John xx. 2-10. 
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nently m~ntioned, and it would not accord with the 
coutented return home of the disciples. Accepting the 
latter sense, it is instructive to observe the very small 
amount of evhlence with which " the beloved disciple,, 
is content. He simply finds the sepulchre empty and 
the linen clot.hes lyii,g, awl alt.hough no <me even speaks 
of the 1·esurrection, no one professes to have. been an 
eye-witness of it, and " as yet they know not the scrip
tures, that he must rise again from the dead," he is 
nevertheless said to see and believe. 

It will have been observed that as yet, although the 
two disciples have both entered the sepulchre, there bas 
been no mention whatever of angels : they certainly di'l 
not see any. In immediate continuation of the narrative, 
however, we learn that when they have gone home, 
Mary Magdalene, who was standing without at the tomb 
weeping, stooped down and, looking into the sepulchre,
where just before the disciples had seen no one,-shc 
beheld "two angels in white sitting, one at the head 
anti one at the feet, where the body of Jesus lay. 13. 
They say unto her: 'Voman, why weepest thou? She 
saith unto them: Because they took away (.qp<w) my 
Lord, and I know not where they laid him." 1 This 
again is a very different representation and conversation 
from that reported in the other Gospels. Do we acquire 
any additional assurance as to the reality of the angels 
anti the historical truth of their intervention from this 
narrative? 'Ve think not. Mary Magdalene repeats to 
the angels almost the very words she had said to the 
disciples, v. 2. Are we to suppose that " the beloved 
disciple," who saw and believed, did not communicate 
his conviction to the others, and that Mary was left pre-

• John xx. 12, 13. 
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cisely in the same doubt and perplexity as before, without 
an idea that anything had happened except that the body 
had been taken away and she knew not where it had been 
laid? She appears to have seen and spoken to the angels 
with singular composure. Their sudden appearance doea 
not even seem to have surprised her. 

We must, however, continue the narrative, and it is well 
to remark the maintenance, at first, of the tone of affected 
ignorance, as well as the dramatic construction of the 
whole scene: v. 14. "Having sai<l this, she turned her
self back and beholdeth Jesus standing, and knew not 
that it was Jesus. 15. Jesus saith unto her: Woman, 
why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing 
that it was the gardener, saith unto him: Sir, if thou 
didst bear him hence, tell me where thou didst lay him, 
and I will take him away. 16. Jesus saith uuto her : 
Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him in He
brew: 1 Rabboni, which is to say, Master. 17. Jesus 
saith unto her: Touch me not (M7f fLOV a1T'Tov) ; for I 
11ave not yet ascended to the Father : but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them : I ascend unto my Father 
and your Father, and my God and your God. 18. Mary 
Magdalene cometh announcing to the disciples that she 
ltas seen the Lord, and he spake these things unto 
lter." 2 To those who attach weight to these narratives 
and consider them historical, it must appear astonishing 
that Mary, who up to the very last had been closely 
associate1l with Jesus, docs not recognise him when he 
thus appears to her, but suppoRes him at first to be the 
gardener. As part of the evidence of the Gospel, however, 

1 This is the reading of the \ atican and Siu.Utic codices, besides D and 
many other important MSS. 

' John xx. 14-18. 
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such a trait is of much importance, au<l must hereafter 
he alluded to. After a couple of days not know Jesus 
whom she had daily seen for so long! The interpre
tation of the reply of Jesus, v. 17: "'fouch me not," &c., 
has long been a bone of contention among critics, but it 
does uot sufficiently affect the inquiry upon which we 
are engaged to require discussion here. 1 Only one point 

. may be mentioned in passing, that if, as has been supposed 
in connection with Mt. xxviii. 9, Jesus be understood 
to repel, as premature, the worship of Mary, that very 
passage of the first Gospel, in which there is certainly no 
discouragement of worship, refutes the theory. \Ye shall 
not say more about the construction of this dialogue, 
but we may point out that, as so many uuimportant 
details are given throughout the nan-ati\•e, it is somewhat 
remarkable that the scene terminates so abruptly, and 
leaves so much untold that it would have been of the 
utmost consequence for us to know. What became of 
J esns, for instance? Did he vanish suddenly? or did he 
bid l\Iary farewell, and leave her like one in the flesh? 
Did she not inquire why he did not join the brethren? 
whither he was going? It is scarcely possible to tell 
us less than the writer has done; and as it cannot be 
denied that such minor points as where the linen clothes 

1 Those who desire to see some of the very conflicting opinions ex
pressed may refer to : .Alford, Gk. Test., i. p. 908; Baur, Untt-rs. Kan. 
Er;., p. 221 ff.; Ewald, Die johann. Sehr., i. p. 4li; Farmr, Life of 
Christ, ii. p. -130, n. 1; Oebl1a,.dt, Dio Auferstchung Christi, 18&1, p. 591.; 
O/riiri:r, Dae Heiligthum, JI· 108 f.; Godd, L'E,·. do St. Jean, ii. p. 646 ff.; 
HtnglltnMrg, Ev. Johann., iii. p. 302 ff. ; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 560, 
anm. 1; Lange, Dae Ev. Joh., p. 418 f.; Liicl~, Ev. Job., ii. p. 783 ff.; 
L11thardt, Das job. E\"., ii. p. 504 ff. ; Meyff", E\". Joh., p. 648 ff.; Olaltnu
Am, I.eidensgeech., p. 207 ff.: &/1leitm1m:/1tr, Vories., up. Strause, 7.eitscbr. 
wiss. Th., 1863, p. 397; Steinmeyer, Auferstehungsgesch. des llerru, l8il, 
p. i9, anm. ; Stra11u, Leb. Jesu, p. 606; de Wdtt, E,·. Johann., p. 313 ff.; 
Wtiaae, Die ev. Gesch., ii. p. 394 ff. 
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lay, or whether Mary "turned herself back" (v. 14) or 
" turned herself" (v. 16} merely, cannot be compared in 
interest and importance to the supposed movements and 
conduct of Jesus under such circumstances, the omission 
to relate the end of the interview, or more particular 
details of it, whilst those graphic touches are inserted, is 
singularly instructive. It is much more important to 
notice that here again there is no mention of Galilee, nor, 
indeed, of any intention to show himself to the disciples 
anywhere, but simply the ·intimation sent to them : "I 
ascend unto my Father and your Father," &c., a decla
ration which seems emphatically to exclude further "ap
pearances," and to limit the vision of the risen Jesus to 
Mary Magdalene. Certainly this message implies in the 
clearest way that the Ascension was then to take place, 
and the only explanation of the abrupt termination of the 
scene immediately after this is said is, that, as he spoke, 
Jesus then ascended. The subsequent appearances re
lated in this Gospel must, consequently, either be regarded 
as an after-thought, or as visions of Jesus after he had -
ascended. This demands serious attention. We shall 
see that after sending this message to .his disciples he is 
represented as appearing to them on the evening of the 
very same day. 

According to the third Synoptic, the first appearance 
of Jeims to any one after the Resurrection was not to 
the women, and not to Mary Magdalene, but to two 
brethren, 1 who were not apostles at all, the name of one 
of whom, we are told; was Cleopas.2 The story of the 
walk to Emmaus is very dramatic and interesting, but it 
is clearly legendary.3 None of the other Evangelists 

1 Luke xx.iv. 13-34. ' lb., verse 18. 
a Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 545; &holte11, Het paulin. Ev., p. 344 ff.; 
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seem to know anything of it. It is difficult to suppose 
that Jesus should after his resurrection appear first of 
all to two unknown Christians in such a manner, and 
accompany them in such a journey. The particulars of 
the story are to the last degree improbable, anJ in its 
main features incredible, and it is indeed impossible to 
consider them carefully without perceiving the trans
parent inauthenticity of the narrative. The two disciples 
were going to a village called Emmaus threescore fur
longs distant from Jerusalem, and while they are con
versing Jesus joins them, " but their eyes were holden 
that they should not know him." He asks the subject 
of their discourse, and pretends ignorance, which sur
prises them. Hearing the expression of their perplexity 
and depression, he says to them: 25. "0 foolish and 
slow of heart to believe all that the provhets spake. 
26. Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these thingH, and enter into his glory? 27. And be
ginning at Moses and at all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself." 'Vhen they reach the village, he pretends to 
be going further {v. 28), but they constrain him to stay. 
30. " Aud it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them 
lae took the bread and blessed and brake, and gave to 
them ; 31. and their eyes were opened, and they knew 
l1im, and he vanished out of their sight." Now why all 
this myste1·y? why were their eyes holden that they 
should not know him? why pretend ignorance? why 
make " as though he would go further? " Considering 
the nature and number of the alleged appearances of 
.Jesus, this episode seems most disproportionate and 

er Eichlha!, I.es Evangilea, ii. p. 313 ff. ; G/tiirtr, Die heiL Sage, i. 
P· 36J ff. 
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inexplicable. The final incident completes our conviction 
of the unreality of the whole episode : after the sacra
mental blessing and breaking of bread, Jesus vanishes in 
a manner which removes the story from the domain of 
history. On their return to Jerusalem, the Synoptist 
adds that they find the Eleven, and are informed that 
"the Lord was raised and was seen by Simon." Of 
this appearance we are not told anything more. 

Whilst the two disciples from Emmaus were relating 
these things to the eleveu, the third Syuoptist states that 
Jesus himself stood in the midst of them: v. 37. "But 
they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 
they saw a spirit." The apparent intention is to repre
sent a miraculous sudden entry of Jesus into the midst 
of them, just as he had vanished at Emmaus ; but, in 
order to re-assure them, Jesus is represented as saying: 
v. 39. " Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself; handle me and behold, for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see me having. 41. And while 
they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said 
unto them : Have ye here any food? 42. And they 
gave him a piece of a broiled fish. 1 43. And he took it 
and did eat before them." The care with which the 
writer demonstrates that Jesus rose again with his own 
body is remarkable, for not only does he show his hands 
and feet, we may suppose for the purpose of exhibiting 
the wounds made by the nails by which he was affixed 
to the cross, but lie eats, and thereby proves himself to 

be still possessed of his human organism. It is appa
re11t, however, that there is dircd contradiction between 
this and the repreJentation of his vanishing at Emmam;, 

I We omit Kol mri\ l'*"AUTtrloo qp:n11, whirh is not found in the most 
ancient oodiC)('!I, 
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and standing in the midst of them now. The Synoptist 
who is so lavish in his use of miraculous agency natu
rally sees no incongruity here. One or other alternative 
must be adopted:-If Jesus possessed his own body after 
his resurrection and could eat and be handled, he could 
not vanish; if he vanished, he could not have been thus 
corporeal. The aid of a miracle has to be invoked in 
order to reconcile the representations. We need not 
here criticise the address which he is supposed to 
make to the disciples, 1 but we must call attention 
to the one point that Jesus (v. 49) commands the 
disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until they be "clothed 
with power from on high." This completes the exclu
sion of all appearances in Galilee, for the narrative pro
ceeds to say, that Jesus led them out towards Bethany 
and lifted up his hands and blessed them : v. 51. "And 
it came to pass, while blessing them, he parted from them, 
and was carried up into heaven;" whilst they returned 
to Jerusalem, where they "were continually in the 
temple " praising God. 'Ve shall return to the .Ascension 
presently, but, in the meantime, it is well that we should 
refer to the accounts of the other two Gospels. 

According to the fourth Gospel, on the first day of 
the week, after sending to his disciples the message 
regarding his Ascension, which we have discussed, when 
it was evening: xx.19. "And the doors having been shut 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in the midst, and saith unto them : 
Peace be unto you. 20. .And having Raid this, he 

• The statement in xxiv. 44, however, is suggestive as ehowing how t.bo 
fulfilment of the Prophets and Psalms is in the mind of the writer. We 
have seen how much this idea influenced tho account of th<! Pasmon in 
tho Gospels. 
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showed unto them both his hands and his side. The 
disciples, therefore, rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21. So then he said to them again : Peace be unto you : 
as the Father hath sent me, I also send you. 22. And 
when he said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit : 23. "\Vhosesoever sins 
ye forgive they are forgiven unto them; whosesoever ye 
retain they are retained." This appearance of Jesus to 
the eleven bears so far analogy to that in the third 
Gospel, which we have just examined, that it occurs 
upon the same day and to the same persons. Is it pro
bable that Jesus appeared twice upon the same evening 
to the eleven disciples ? The account in the fourth 
Gospel itself confirms the only reasonable reply : that he 
did not do so ; but the narrative in the third Synoptic 
renders the matter certain. That appearance was the 
first to the eleven (xxiv. 36 f. ), and he then conducted them 
towards Bethany, and ascended into heaven (v. 50 f.). 
How then, we may inquire, could two accounts of the 
same event differ so fundamentally? It is absolutely 
certain that both cannot be true. Is it possible to 
suppose that the third Synoptist could forget to record 
the extraordinary powers supposed to have been on this 
occasion bestowed upon the ten Apostles to forgive sins 
and to retain them ? Is it conceivable that he would not 
relate the circumstance that Jesus breathed upon them, 
and endowed them with the Holy Ghost? Indeed, as 
regards the latter point, he seems to exclude it, v. 49, 
and in the Acts (ii.) certainly represents the descent of 
the Holy Spirit as taking place at Pentecost. On the 
other hand, can we suppose that the fourth Evangelist 
would have ignored the walk to Bethany and the solemn 
varting there? 01' the injunction to remain in .Jerusalem? 
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not to mention other topics. The two episodes cannot 
be reconciled. 

In the fourth Goepel, instead of showing his hands 
and feet, Jesus is represented as exhibiting "his hands 
and his side," and that this is not accidental is most 
clearly demonstrated by the fact that Thomas, who is 
not present, refuses to believe (v. 25) uuless he see 
and put his finger into the print of the nails in 11is 
hands and put his hand into his side ; and Jesus, when 
he appears again, allows him (v. 27) to put his finger 
into his hands and his hand int-0 his side. In the 
Synoptic, the wound made by that mythical lance is 
ignored and, in the fourth Gospel, the wounds in the feet. 
The omission of the whole episode of the leg-breaking 
and lance-thrust hy the three Synoptics thus gains fresh 
significance. On the other hand, it may be a question 
whether, in the opinion of the fourth Evangelist, the feet 
of Jesus were nailed to the cross at all, or whether, 
indeed, they were so in fact. It was at least as common, 
not to say more, that the hands alone of those who were 
crucified were nailed to the cross, the legs being simply 
bound to it by cords. Opinion is divided as to wht>ther 
Jesus was so bound or whether the feet were likewise 
nailed, but the point is not important to our examination 
aud need not be discussed, although it has considerable 
interest in connection with the theory that death did uot 
actually ensue on t.he cross, hut that, having fainted 
through weakne8s, Jesus, being taken down after so un
usually short a time on the cross, subsequently rtcover4:1i. 
There is no final evidence upon the point. 

None of the explanations offered by apologists r~mo\"e 
the contradiction between the statement that Jesus be
stowed the Holy Spirit upon this occasion and that of the 
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third Synoptic and Acts. There is, however, a curious 
point to notice in connection wit.Ii this: Thomas is said to 
have been absent upon this occai.;ion, and the representa
tion, therefore, is that the Holy Spirit was only bestowe'l 
upon ten of the Apostles. 'Vas Thomas excluded? W a8 

he thus punished for his unbelief? Are we to suppose 
that an opportunity to bestow the Holy Spirit was selected 
when one of the Apostles was not present? 1 \Ve have, 
however, somewhat anticipated the narrative (xx. 24 ff.), 
which relates that upon the occasion above discussed 
Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not present, and hearing 
from the rest that they have seen the Loni, he declares 
that he will not believe without palpable proof by touch
ing his wounds. The Evangelist contiuucs : v. 26. "And 
after eight days again his clisciples were within, and 
Thomas was with them. Jesus cometh, the doors having 
heen shut (Twv 8vpwv KEKAncrµ.&"'v), and stood in the 
111idst and said: Peace be unto you. 27. Then saith he 
to Thomas : Reach hither thy finger and behold my 
hanJs; and reach hither thy hand and put it into my side, 
and be not unbelieving but believing. 28. Thowas 
answered and said unto him : My Lord and my God. 
29. Jesus sait.h unto him: Because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed nre they who have not seen, 
and yet have believed." 

The third Synoptic gives evidence that the risen Jesus 
is not incorporeal hy stating that he not only permitted 
himi:;elf to he handled, but actually ate food in their 
presence. 'fhe fourth Evangelist attains the same result 
in a more artistic manner through the doubts of Thomas, 
but in allowing him actually to put his finger into the 
prints of the nails in his handR, and his hand into the 

I er. l.iirkr, Comment. Ub. daa Ev. des Joh., ii. P· 79i ff. 
VOL. Ill, B II 
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wound in his side, he asserts that Jesus rose with the 
same body as that which had hung on the cross. He, too, 
however, whilst doing this, actually endows him with 
the attribute of ineorporeality; for, upon both of the 
occasions which we are discussing, the statement is 
markedly ma<lc that, when Jesus came and stood in the 
midst, the doors were shut where the disciples were. 
It can scarcely be doubted that the intention of the 
writer is to represent a miraculous entry.1 

'Ve are asked, howeYer, to believe that when Thomas 
had convinced himself that it was indeed Jesus in the Oesh 
who stood before him, he went to the opposite extreme of 
belief and said to Jesns : (1eat Ef1TEV aimf') "My Lord and 
my God!" Jn representing that Jesus, even before the 
Ascension, was addressed as "God" hy one of the Twelve, 
the Evangelist commits one of those anachronisms with 
which we are familiar, in another shape, in the works of 
great painters, who depict pious bishops of their own time 
as actors in the scenes of the Passion. These toucl1es, 
however, betray the hand of the artist, and remove the 
account from the domain of sober history. In the mes
sage se11t by Jesus to his disciples he spoke of ascending 
''to your God and my God," but the Evangelist at the 
close of his Gospel strikes the same note as that upon 
which he commenced his philosophical prelude. 

We shall only add one further remark regarding tliis 
episode, and it is the repetition of one already made. 
It is much to be regretted that the writer does not 
inform ns how these interviews of Jesus with l1is dis
ciples tcrminnte<l. 'Ve are told of his entry, but not 

1 A{fortl, Gk. Test, i. p. 909; Eb,.,,rd, Wiss. Kr. ev. Oesch., Jl· .J8j; 
(Jobi, J.'Ev. de St. Jean, ii. p. 309 f. ; Hen!J~tenkrg, Ev. Joh., iii. p. 309 t.; 
Lut/11Ardt, Dasjoh. Ev., ii. p. 009; illtyt:r, E\·. Joh., p. 6.53f.; Jl'unlstl'flttt., 
Gk. Teet., Four Oospole, p. 360. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



THE APPEARANCE 1N GALILEE. 49i 

of his mode of departure. Did he vauish suddenly ? Did 
he depart like other men? Then, it would be important 
to know where Jesus abode during the interval of eight 
days. Did he ascend to heaven after each appearance? 
or did he remain on earth ? Why did he not consort as 
before with his disciples ? 'l'hese are not jeering ques
tions, but serious indications of the scantiness of the 
information given by the Evangelists, which is not com
pensated by some trifling detail of no value occasionally 
inserted to heighten the reality of a narrative. This is 
the last appearance of Jesus related in the fourth Gospel ; 
for the character of Ch. xxi. is too donbtful 1 to permit 
it to rank with the Gospel. The appearance of Jesus 
therein related is in fact more palpably legendary than 
the others. It will be obsen'ed that in this Gospel, as in 
the third Synoptic, the appearances of Jesus are confined 
to Jerusalem and exclude Galilee. rrhese two Gospels 
are, therefore, clearly in contradiction with the statement 
of the first two Synoptics. 2 

It only remains for us to refer to one more appearance 
of Jesus: that related in the first Synoptic, xxviii. 16 ff. 
In obedience to the command of Jesus, the disciples are 
represented as having gone away into Galilee, " unto the 
mountain where Jesus had appointed them." We have not 
previously heard anything of this specific appointment. 
'fhe Synoptist continues: v. 17. "And when they saw him 
they worshipped him, but some doubted. 18. And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, saying : All authority was 
given to me (£°86811 p.o') in heaven and on earth. 19. 
Go ye and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. ; 20. teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I commanded you; and lo, I am with 

1 er. s. R., ii. 11• 433 ff. ~Mt. xxyiii. i; Mk. ::ni. i. 
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yon all the days, unto the en<l of the world." This 
appearance not only is not mentioned in the other Goti
pels, but it excludes the appearances in J udrea, of wl1ich 
the writer seems to be altogether ignorant. If he knew 
of them, he practically <le11ie~ them. 

There has bee11 some discussio11 as to what tlie doubt 
mentioned in v. 17 refers, some critics maintaining tliat 
"some <louhted" as to the propriety of worshipping Jesus, 
whilst others more correctly consider that they doubted as 
to his identity, 1 but we need not mention the curious apolo
getic explanations offered. 2 Are we to regard the mention 
of these <loubts as an "incstiniablc proof of the candour of 
the Evangelists"? If so, then we may find fault with the 
omission to tell us whether, and how, those doubts were 
E1et at rest. As the narrative stands, the doubts were not 
resolved. \Vas it possible to <louht without good reason 
of the identity of one with whom, mitil a few days pre
viously, the disciples 11ad been in <laily and hourly con
tact at least for a year, if not longer? Doubt in such a 
case is infinitely more decisive than belief. \Ve can 
regard the expression, however, in 110 other light than as 
a mere rhetorical device in a legendary narrative. The 
rest of tl1e accouut need have little further discussion here. 
Tl1e extraordinary statement in v. 18 3 seems as dearly 
the expression of later theology as the baptismal formula 

1 .Alford, Gk. Teat., i. p. 306; Farrar, Life of Christ, ii. p. 44S, n. l; 
Jf,!t"'"• Ev. Mnttb. p. 616; Scholten, Bet Ev. n. Job. p. 303. 

' Dr. Farrar makes the following remarks on this point : "The oi a< 
; ~iUTaUOJI of Matt. xx viii. 1 i, can only mean ' but some doubted ,'-notns 
W etstt-in and others take it, whether they should worshi1> or not, but re
·spectiug the whole scene. All may not have stood n"ar to Him, aud 
even if they did, we have seen in four previous instances (Mt. xxviii. Ii, 
Luke xxiv. 16, :n ; John xxi. 4), that there was something unusual and 
not instantly recognizable in His resurrection body. At any rote, here 
we have another inestimable proof of the candour of the Evangdista, for 
there is nothing to be said in favour of the conjectural emendation oMi." 
Life of Christ, ii. 445, note 1. 

~ 'l'hi:; is su1>p0scd to be a rcforence to Duufol, vii. 14. 
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THE APPEARANCE JN GALILEE. 469 

in Y. rn, where the doctrine of the Trinity is so definitely 
expressed. Some critics suppose that the Eleven were 
not alone upon this occasion, but that either all the dis
ciples of Jesus were present, or at least the 500 brethren 1 

to whom Paul refers, 1 Cor. xv. G. This mainly rests on 
the i;tatcment that "some <loubte<l," for it is argued that, 
after the two previous appearances to the disciples in 
Jerusalem mentioned by the other Evangelists, it is iin
possible that the Elevt'n could have felt doubt, and co11-
sequently that others must have been present who had 
not previously been convinced. It is scarcely necessary 
to point out the utter weakness of such an argument. It 
is not permissible, however, to patch on to this Gospel 
scraps cut out of the others. 

It must be clear to every unprejudiced student that 
the appearances of Jesus narrate<l by tlie four Gospels in 
Galilee and Judrea cannot be harmonise<l,2 and we have 
shown that they actually exclude each other.3 The first 
Syuoptist records ( v. 10) the order for the disciples to go 
into Galilee, and with no fortlter interruption than the 

1 Dr. Farrar, without explanntinn or argument, boldly nl!serta the pre
sence of the .700. Life of Christ, ii. 445. 

2 ~ljlffd, Ok. Test., i. p. 43:!, !10-1 f.; FmTar, Life of Chritit, ii. r. 432, 
n. 1 ; l/oltzmam1, Dio synopt. Evv., p. 500 ff.; Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. 
p. 533 ff. ; Kriiger- Veltht11t11, Leb. J csu, p. 262 f. ; Mtiiboom, Jezua' Op
stand., p. 37 ff.; Meyer, Ev. Mu.tth., p. 612 tr.; Ev. Joh., p. 643, anm.; 
Ola/1a11.•rn, l.ei<len11go~ch., p. 200 ff. ; Sc/1enkel, Bib. Lex., i. p. 292 f. ; 
Stt:i11m"!J'-r, Aufcrstehungi;:gesrh. d. Ifrrrn, I'· 59 ff.; Strama, Leb. JcPu, 
p. 292; fl"tafcott, Int. to Study of the GO!!pels, 4th ed., p. 329 ff. 

J Dean Alford, whilst admitting that it is fruitlesa to attempt a har
mony of the different accounti>, curiously nd1l!!: " ••• Ilence the great 
diversity in this portion of the narrative :-and hence I belitvo much that 
is now dark might be explained, were the facts themselves, in their order 
of occurrence, before us. Till that is the case (and I am willing to 
believe that it will be one of our delightful em1•loymenta hereafter, to 
trace the Cme harmony of the Holy Gospels, under His teiu:hing of whom 
they are the record), we must be content to walk by faith, iind not by 
!light." Ok. Test. on John xx. 1-29, i. p. 905. 
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4i0 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION'. 

mention ·of the return of the discomfited guard from the 
sepulchre to the chief priest., he (v. 16) states that they 
went into Galilee, where they saw Jesus in the manner 
just described. No amount of ingenuity can insert the 
appearances in Jerusalem here without the grossest 
violation of all common sense. This is the only appear
ance to the Eleven recorded in Matthew. 

'Ve must here again point out the singular omission to 

relate the manner in which this interview was ended. 
The episode and the Gospel, indeed, are brought to a very 
artistic close by the expression, " lo, I am with you all 
the days unto the end of the world," but we must insist 
that it is a very suggestive fact that it does not occur 
to these writers to state what became of Jesus. No 
point could have been more full of interest than the 
manner in which Jesus here finally leaves the disciples, 
and is dismissed from the history. That such an impor
tant part of the narrative is omitted is in the highest 
degree remarkable and significant. Had a formal termi
nation to the interview been recounted, it would have 
been subject to critieism1 and by no means necessarily 
evidence of truth ; but it seems to us that the circum
stance that it never occurred to these writers to relate 
the departure of Jesus is a very strong indication of the 
unreality and shadowy nature of the whole tradition. 

'Ve are thus brought to consider the account uf 
the Ascension, which is at least given by oue Evangelist. 
Jn the appendix to the second Gospel, as if the later 
writer felt the omission and desired to complete the 
narrative, it is vaguely stated : xvi. 19. "So then after 
the Lord spake unto them be was taken up into 
heaven and sat on the right hand of God." 1 The 

1 Cf. Ps. ex. 1. 
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writer, however, omits to state how he was taken 
up into heaven; and sitting "at the right hand of God" 
is an act and position which those who assert the 
" Personality of God " may possibly understand, but 
which we venture to think betrays that the account 
is a mere theological figment. The third Synoptist, 
however, as we have incidentally shown, gives an 
account of the Ascension. Jesus having, according to 
the narrative in xxiv. 50 ff., led the disciples out to 
Bethany, lifted up his hands and blessed them : v. 51. 
"And it came to pass while blessing them he parted 
from them, and was carried up into heaven." 1 

The whole of the appearances narrated in the third 
Synoptic, therefore, and ihe Ascension are thus said 
to occur on the same day as the Resurrection. 2 In 
Matthew, there is a different representation made, for 
the time consumed in the journey of the disciples to 
Galilee obviously throws back the Ascension to . a 
later date. In Mark, there is no appearance at. all 
recorded, but the command to the disciples to . go into 
Galilee confirms the first Synoptic. In the fourth 
Gospel, J esns revisits the eleven a second time after 
eight days ; and, therefore, the Ascension is here 

1 The last phrase: "and was carried up into heaven," «al 4"tpiprro ft~ 
,-o., ovf"U'°", is suspected by Grieabach, and omitted by TiacMndorf, and 
pronounced inauthentic by t10mo critics. Tho words are not found in the 
Sinaitio C-Odex and D, but are in the great majority of the oldest MSS., 
including the Alexandrian, and Vatican, C, 1'', H, K, L, M, S, U, V, 
&c., &c. The preponderance of authority ia greatly in their favour. 
Compare also Acts i. 2. 

: Ew11ld, Oesch. V. Isr., vi. p. 93; Gfriirer, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 373; 
Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p .. ')39; Meya, Ev. Mark. u. Luk. 5te Aufl. 
p. 609, anm., p. 611 ff.; ll~111'lle, La Resurrection do Jesus-Christ, 1869, 
p. 9 f.; Sclwlt~n, Het Ev. n. Joh., p. 3.57 f.; Stra•ua, Leb. Jeau, p. 292, 
614; Volkmar, Die Rel. Jesu, p. 9.5 ; Weiue, Die ev. Geach., ii. p. 41J. 
Cf. 1k Jl'ettr, Ev. Luc. u. More., p. 167. 
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necessarily later still. lo neither or these Gospels, how
ever, is there any account of an ascension at all. 

'Ve may here poilJt out that there is no mention of 
the Ascension in any of the genuine writings of Paul, and 
it woulc.l appear that the theory of a lio<lily asccnsio11, 
in any shape, did not form vart of the oldest Christian 
tradition.• 'f11e growth of the legend of the As
cension is apparent in the circumstance that the 
author of the third Gospel follows a second tradition 
regar<ling that event, when composing .Acts.' W11ether 
lie thought a fuller and more detailed account desirable, 
or it seemed necessary to prolong the period during 
which Jesus remained on earth after his Hesurrection 
and to multiply his appearantes, it is impossible to 
say, hut tl1e fact is that he does so. He states in 
his second work: that to the Apostles Jesus "pre
sented himself alin~ after he sulfcrec.l hy many proofs, 
being seen ( 01TTav0µ.£vos-) by them during forty days, 
and speaking of the things concerning the Kingdom 
of God.'' It is scarcely po88ible to <loubt that the 
period of forty <lays is suggested by the Old 'f esta
ment 3 and the Hebrew use of that number, of which 
indeed we already find examples in the New Testament 

· in the forty <lays temptation of Jesus in the wiltlemess, 4 

aud his fasting forty days and forty uights.6 Why 

1 EUJflld, Oesch. V. hr., \·i. p. 9i ff.; Gfrurtr, Die hcil. &tgt>, i. 
p. 3i3 tr; Haae, Leh. Jeeu, p. 281 r.; K..tm, Der geechichtl. Christos, 
1866, p. 131 ; Jfeyt:r, Ev. Mark. u. Luk., p. 614; &lwlt"1, llet Ev. Joh., 
p. 361 r. 

' Kdm, Jc!'ll v. Naz., iii. p. 539, 613, aum. 3; ,1/,yrr, Ev. M11tk. u. 
J,uk., p. 612 ff. ; Strouu, Leb. Jesu, p. 613. 

• Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 539 f.; ~rl1tt!." zu do Wette Apg., p. 8 f.; 
&An«lmtbt&r~, Apg., p. 12 C.; .'itn11111, J..cb. Jeon Krit. bearb. -tte • .\uft, 
ii. p. 6.>9; cf. i. p. ~. 

4 Marki. 13; J.uke iv. 2. ' Mt. iv. 2. 
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J csus remained on earth this typical period we are 
not told, 1 but the representation evidently is of much 
more prolonged and continuous intercourse with his 
disciples thau any statements in the Gospels lia\'e 
led us to suppose, or than the declaration of Paul 
renders in the least <legrec probable. 

If indeed the account in Acts were true, the numbered 
appearances recited by Paul show singular ignorance of 
the phenomena of the Resurrection. \Ve need not discuss 
the particulars of the last interview with the Apostles, 
(i. 4 ff.) although they are singular enough, an<l are 
indeed elsewhere referred to, but at once proceed to 
the final occurrences: v. 9. "And when he hnd spoken 
these things, while they are looking he was lifted 
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 
10. And as they were gazing stedfastly into the heaven 
as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; 11. which also said: Men of Galilee .(0.118pEr; 
rd.c.Aa.wt), why stand ye looking into the heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into the 
heaven, shall come in like manner as ye saw 11im 
going into the' heaven. 12. rrben returned they into 
Jerusalem," &c. A definite statement is here made 
of the mode in which Jesus finally ascended iuto 
heaven, and it presents some of the incongruities which 
might have been expected. The bodily Ascension up 
the sky in a cloud, apart from the miraculous nature 
of such an occurrence, seems singularly to localise 
" Heaven," and to present views of cosmical and 
celestial phenomena suitable certainly to tl1e age of the 
writer, but which are not endorsed by modem sdenc<'. 

1 The testimony of the Epistle of Damahas (c. xv.) does not agree 
with thiti. 
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'fhe sudden appearance of the " two men iu white 
apparel," the usual description of angels, is altogether 
in the style of the author of Acts, but does it in
crease the credibility of the story? It is curious that 
the angels open their address to the Apostles in the 
same form as almost every other speaker in this 
book. One might ask, indeed, why such an angelic 
interposition should have taken place ? for its utility is 
not apparent, and in the short sentence recorded nothing 
which is new is embodied. No surprise is expressed at 
the appearance of the angels, and nothing is said of 
their disappearance. They are introduced, like the chorus 
of a Greek play, and are left unceremoniously, with 
an indifference which betrays complete familiarity with 
supernatural agency. Can there be any doubt that t11e 
whole episode is legendary? 1 

It may not seem inappropriate to mention here that the 
illea of a bodily Ascension does not originate with the 
author of the third Synoptic and Acts, nor is it peculiar 
to Christianity. 'l'he translation of Enoch 2 had long 
been chronicled in the sacred books ; and the ascent 
of Elijah 3 in his whirlwind and chariot of fire before 
the eyes of Eli1;ha was another well-known instance. 
'fhe vision of Daniel (vii. 13), of one like the "Son 
of man " coming with the dou<ls of heaven, might well 
have suggested the manner of his departure, but another 
mode has been suggested.' 'l'he author of Acts was, we 
maintain, well acquainted with the works of Josephus.s 

1 Keim, Jesu v. Naz., iii. p . .'>39 f; Meyer, Ev. Mark. u. Luk., p. 614; 
Apg., p. :J2 f.; 01•erbeck, zu 1le Wetto, Apg., 7 ff.; Stru1'4s, Leh. Jesu, kr. 
bearb., ii. p. 6oR ff. ; 7.1·ller, Apg., p. 7fi ff. 

2 Gen. v. 2·1 ; Ecclesiasticus xliv. 16, xlix. 14; Heb. xi. 3. 
a 2 Kings ii. 11; Ecclesiasticus, xlviii. 9, 11. 
~ Struuu, DBI! Leben Jesu, p. 618. 
' Cf. Fortnightly Rov., 1877, p. 502 ff.; llolhmmm, 7.eitscb. wi88. Tht'Ol., 
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We know that the prophet like unto l\Ioses was a 
fa\'ourite representation in Acts of the Christ. Now, 
in the account which Josephus gives of the end of 
Moses, he states that, although he wrote in the holy 
books that he died lest they should say that he went 
to God, this was not really his end. After reaching 
the mountain Abarim he dismissed the senate ; and 
as he was about to embrace Eleazar, the high priest, 
and Joshua, "a cloud suddenly having stood over him 
he disappeared in a certain valley." 1 This, however, 
we merely mention in passing. 

Our earlier examination of the evidence for the 
origin and authorship of the historical books of the 
New Testament very clearly demonstrated that the 
testimony of these works for miracles and the reality 
of Divine Revelation, whatever that testimony might 
seem to be, could not be considered of any real value. 
'Ve have now examined the accounts which the four 
Evangelists actually give of the Passion, Resurrection, 
and Ascension, and there can be no hesitation in 
stating as the result that, as might have been ex
pected from works of such uncertain character, these 
narratives must be pronounced mere legends, em
bodying vague and wholly unattested tradition. As 

11>73, p. R9ff.; Kre11kel, 7~itschr. wis!l. Theo!., 1873, p. 4il ff.; Hamrath, 
N. T. Zeitgesch. iii. p. 423 ff.; lkoin, Cbronologie d. Leb. Jesu, 187.J, p. 108 
f.; Jrittichm, Leb. Jesu, 18i6, p. H, &c.; Keim, Aus d. Urchrist.enthum, 
18i8, p. 1 ff. 

I • , • • vbf>ovs al'f>vl3tov irfrip avrov OTRJITOS a'f>avl(mu KllTU TWOS 'f>apayyos. 
Antiq. Jud. iv. R § 4S. 
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C:Yidence fur such stupendous miracles, they are 
~hllolutely of 110 value. No reliance can be placed 
on a single detail of their story. 'fhe aim of the 
writers has obviously been to make their narrative 
of the various appearances of Jesus as convincing as 

possible, 1 antl they liave freely inserted . any <letail::1 
which seemed to them cakulated to gh·e them im
pressiveness, force, arnl verisimilitude. 

A recent apologetic writer has said: ".Any one wl10 
will attentively read side Ly side the narratives of these 
appearances 011 the first day of the resurrection, will see 
that they have only been presen·ed for us in general, 
intcrblended and scattered notices (see Matt. xniii. 
1G ; Luke xxh·. 34; Acts i. 3), which, in strict exact
ness, render it impossible, without many arbitrary sup
positions, to produce from them a certain narrative 
of the onler of events. The lacuna!, the compressions, 
t lie variations, the actual llifferences, the suly"eclivi'ty 
nf tl1e narrators a.-; affected by spil'l~ual revelatwns, 
render all harmonies at the best uncertain. " 2 Passing 
over without comment, tl1e strange phrase in this 
passage which we have italicised, and which seems 
to claim divine inspiration for the writers, it must 
he obvious to any one who has carefully read the 
precetli11g pages tliat this is an exceedingly moderate 
description of tl1e wiJ.l statements a111i irreconcilable 
eontnulietio11s of the diff<'rc11t nn.n-atin~s we have 
examined. But su('h as it is, with all the glaring 
inconsistencies and impossibilities of the accounts cn-11 
thus subdued, is it pos~ible for any one who l1as 
forme<l eYen a fai11t idea of the extraordinary nature 
of the allegations whieh h:n-e to be attesk<l, to con-

1 Keim, Jcsu T. N .. z., iii .• H2. z F-1rmr, I.if<! of Chrii<t, ii. 432, r. 1. 
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sider such documents really evidence for the Resur
rection and bodily Ascension ? 

The usual pleas which are advanced in mitigation of 
judgment against the Gospels for these characteristics are 
of no avail. It may be easy to excuse the writers for 
their mutual contradictions, but tl1e pleas themselves are 
an admission of the shortcomings which render their 
evidence valueless. " The differences of purpose in. the 
narrative of the four Evangelists,"1 may be fancifully 
sl't forth, or ingeniously imagined, but no '' purpose" 
can transform discordant and untrustworthy narratives 
into evidence for miracles. U nlcss the prologue to 
the third Gospel be considered a condemnation of 
any of the other Synoptics which may have existed 
before it, none of the Evangelists makes the smallest 
reference to any of his brethren or their works. 
Each Gospel tacitly professes to be a perfectly in
dependent work, giving the history of Jesus, or at 

1 "P1-ofessor Westcott, with his usual profllllility nntl insight, points 
out the differences of purpose in tho narrative of the four Evangelists. 
St. Matthew dwolls chiefly Oil the maje .. ty and glory or the Resurrection; 
St. Murk, both in tho original part and in the.addition (Mnrk xvi. 9-20) 
in;ifats upon it as a f1ct; St. Luke, as a spiritual maa.•ity; St. John, a~ 
11. touchstone of character. (111troJ. :J:0-315.)" Furrar, lb., ii. 432, n. 1. 
Jlr. 'V estcott s11ys: "Tho 'furious narratives of the Rcsurl'ection 11luco 
tho frngmentarinegs of the Gospel in tho cloarol!t light. They coutuin 
ditliculti"il which it is impossible to explain with certainty, but thorc iii 
110 less an intelligihlti fitness nnd purpose in tho detuils peculiar to cnt·h 
account. . . . It is necessary to repeat thesa obvio\18 remarks, because 
the recorilil of tho llcsn1Toctiou hu\"e given occa8ion to tiOme of the "·on1t 
exumpleoi of thut kiud of critidsm from which tho o'.hcr parts or the Gus
pols hnvc suilered, though not in nn equal degree. It is tacitly assumed 
thllt wo are in po11Sei;sion of nil the cfrcumstancos of the event, -and thus, 
ou tho ono hand dilf11ronco:1 1u·o urgotl as fu.tal, and on the othor eluborate 
attempts 11.ro mado to show thnt tho ddails gil"en can be forced int,o the 
semblanre of a complete and connected narrative. Tho true c1ibc will 
pause befuro ho admit!i cithor extreme." lut. tu tho Study of tho Gospels, 
4th eJ., p. 329, 331. 
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least of the active part of his life, and of his deatl1 
and Resurrection. The apologetic theory, derived from 
the Fathers, that the Evangelists designed to complete 
and supplement each other, is totally untenable. Each 
work was evidently intended to be complete in itself; 
but when we consiller that much the greater part 
of the contents of each of the Synoptics is common 
to the three, frequently with almost literal 8.c,CJTeement, 
and generally without sufficient alteration to conceal 
community of source or use of each other, the poverty 
of Christian tradition becomes painfully evident. We 
have alre!ldy pointed out the fundamental difference 
between the fourth Gospel and the Rynoptics. In 
no part of the history does greater contradiction and 
diAAgreement between the three Synoptics themselves 
ancl likewise between them and the fourth Gospel 
exist, than in the account of the Passion, Resurrection 
and Ascension. It is impossible to examine the four 
narratives carefully without feeling that here tradition, 
for natural reasons, has been more than usuall)· 
wa vcring and insecure. Each writer differs essentially 
from the rest, and the various narratives not only 
disagree but exclude each other. 'fhe third Synoptist, 
iu the course of some years, even contradicts himself. 
'fhe phenomena which are related, in fact, were too 
subjective and unsubstantial for sober and consistent 
narrative, and free play was alJowed for pious imagina
tion to frame details hy the aid of supposed Messianic 
utterances of the Prophets and Psalmists of Israel. 

Such a miracle as the Resurrection, startling as it 
is in our estimation, was common-place enough in 
the view of these writers. 'Ve need not go back 
to discuss the story of the widow's son restored to 
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life hy Elijah, 1 nor that of the dead man who revived 
on touching the bones of Elisha.2 The raising from 
the dead of the son of the widow of Nain 3 did not 
apparently produce much effect at the time, an<l 
only one of the Evangelists seems to have thought 
it worth while to preserve the narrative. The case 
of Jairus' daughter,• whatever it was, is regarded as 
a resurrection of the dead and is related by two of 
the Synoptists ; Lut the raising of Lazarus is only 
recorded by the fourth Evangelist. The familiarity 
of the age with the idea of the resurrection of the 
dead, however, according to the Synoptists, is illustrated 
by the representation which they give of the effect 
produced by the fame of Jesus upon Herod and 
others. We are told by the first Synoptist that 
Herod said unto his servants : " This is John the 
Baptist; he was raised from the dead ; and therefore 
the powers work in him."11 The second Synoptist 
repeats the same statement, but adds : " But others 
said that it is Elijah; and others said that it is a 
prophet like one of the prophets."4 The statement 
of the third Syuoptist is somewhat different. He 
says: " Now Herod the tetrarch heard all that was 
occurring : and he was perplexed because it was 
said by some that John was raised from the dead, 
and by some that Elijah appeared, and by others 
that one of the old prophets rose up. And Herod 

1 1 Kings xvii. 17 ff. 
a J,uke vii. 11 ff. 

t 2 Kings xiii. 21. 
4 Mk. v. 35 ff. ; J,uke viii. 49 ff. 

$ ~al .r,,,., n>ir 1'ftlO'iV ullf'ot;, ol,,-tir IOTUI ' l.RVV']f 0 fjan1<rriJr· aVrl,r ~yfp8r, 
ano TWI' 111icp6.•, icai llui ToiiTo al ll1°vJ,_.m ;.,,pyot,q.., ;., av-r.;i. Mt. xiv. 2 ; cf. 
Mk. vi. 14. 

6 dA~°' 3i 1>.1yo11 ;;.,., 'H~lar ''"'"' .1>.>.o, 3€ ;~')"" Cin nf"4~n1r, 6.r ,r~ T;;,., 
•flO'Prrri>•. Mk. n. is. 
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said : John I beheaded, but who is this of whom 
I hear such things, and he sought to see him." 1 Tlae 
three Synoptists substantially report the f:ame thing ; 
the close verbal agreement of the first two being 
an example of the community of matter of whid1 
we have just spoken. The variations ar~ instructive 
as showing the process by which each wrilcr made 
the original form his own. Are we to assume that 
these things were really said? Or must we conclude 
that the sayings are simply the creation of later 
tradition ? In the latter case, we see how unreal 
and legendary are the Gospels. In the former case, 
we leam how common was the belief in a bodily 
resurredion. How could it seem so strange to the 
Apostles that J csus shouhl rise again, when the idea 
that John the Baptist or one of the oltl proµhets 
had risen from the dead was so readily accepted hy 
Herod and others? How could they so totally mis
understand all that the chief priests, according to 
the first Synoptic, so well understood of the teaching 
of Jesus 011 the subject of his Resurrection, since the 
worhl had alrca1ly become so familiar with the idea 
and the fact ? 

Then, the episode of the Transfiguration must ha,·e 
occurred to every one, when Jesus took with him Peter 
aud James and John iuto a high mountain apart," and he 
was transfigured heforc them ; and l1is face did shine as 
the sun, and his raiment became white as the light. .Aud 
behold, there was seen (w<Jlh1) hy tht•m Moses and .Elijah 

1 i. •11mva1" 3* 'Hp.:.4''7f o TfTp0pX'7f m ~fN rci..Ta, me 3u,trcipf1 a..i T.i 
Aiy1a8a1 V.o T...- Ma ·1..a.,.,,f ;,ytpDq «11. ,,,y;.,,, 8. V..U T~ a. m 'IU&as 
'"'"""· ,tll,..,, 3i On ""°"'~f Tlf T.;,,, UpX°'""" Q,,frTTfl. 9. ,:,,,,,a. 'H~ 
•1..a.,,,,., ry;,, OtrtlCf~a· Tir 3f faTw ~ W'f pi oi i-yW Ho&. 1'ocai'ra ; .:al 
«c;,rn l&&,, a~•· Luke ix. i-9. 
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talking ~with him ;" and then " a bright cloud over
shadowed them" and "a voice came out of the cloud : 
This is my beloved son," &c. "And when the dis
ciples heard they fell on their face and were sore 
afraid." 1 The third Synoptist even knows the subject 
of their conversation : " They were speaking of his 
decease which he was about to fulfil in Jerusalem."2 

This is related by all as an objective occurrencc.3 

Are we to accept it as such ? Then how is it pos
sible that the disciples could be so obtuse and in
credulous as they subsequently showed themselves 
to be regarding the person of Jesus, and his resur .. 
rection? How could the announcement of that ·event 
by the angels to the women seem to them as an idle 
tale, which they did not believe ? • Herc were Moses 
and Elijah hefore them, and in Jesus, we are told, 
they recognized one greater than l\Ioses and Elijah. 
The miracle of the Resurrection was here again antici
pated and made palpable to them. Are we to regard 
the Transfiguration as a subjective vision ? Then why 
·not equally so the appearances of Jesus after his pas
sion? We can regard the Transfiguration, however, as 
nothing more than an allegory without either objective 
or subjective reality. Into this at present we cannot 
further go. It is sufficient to repeat that our exami
nation has shown tlie Gospels to possess no value as 
evidence for the Resurrection and Ascension. 

1 Mt. xvii. 1 ff.; cf. Mk. ix. 2 ff. ; Luke ix. 28. ff. Nothing could be 
more instrUctive than a careful comparison of the three narratives of this 
occnrrence and of the curio1l8 divergences and ampli6cationa of ll common 
original introduced by auooeuive editors. t Luke ix. 31. 

1 We need not here speak of the use of the verb 0p4 ... 
• Luke xxiv. 11. 

\"OL. Ill. I I 

Digitized by Goog I e 



CHAPfER III. 

THE EVIDENCE OF PAUL. 

WE may now proceed to examine the evidence of 
Paul. " On one occasion," it is affirmed in a passage 
already quoted, " he gives a very circumstantial account 
of the testimony upon which the belief in the Resurrec
tion rested (1 Cor. xv. 4-8)." 1 This account is as fol
lows: 1 Cor. xv. 3. "For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4. and that he was buried, 
and that he has been raised (Ey77y£pnu) the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5. and that he was seen by 
Cephas, then by the Twelve. 6. After that, he was seen 
by above five hundred brethren at once (l4xJ.fTa.E}, of 
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are falJen asleep. 7. After that, he was seen by 
James; then by all the Apostles. 8. And last of aU he 
was seen by me also as the one born out of due time." 2 

Cnn this be considered a" very circumstantial account"? 
It may be exceedingly unreasonable, but we must at once 
acknowledge that we are not satisfied. 'l'he testimony 

1 Sandag, The Gospels in the Second Ctintury, p. 12. 
' 1 Cor. xv. 3. rr~&»ca yap ;,"'" '" rrpomnr, a ml rrap«'>.llfJo•, On xpunW 

Orrt8CIJ'fll Vrrtp TW cip.oprtMll ~,..II l«lrO ror yptJf/>dr, 4, W On fTci4'1, al On 
lyf,ytprac Tf1 ~l'il"I "Tl Tpirn icaro Tas ypac/'4r, 5. ical on ~S,, Krrt>f, ,:n, roir 
~•ica. 6. f'rrnm :cps,, lrrclllGI rr•.,.aicouiocr ci~).cpo'is ;q,mr~, l~ &11 ol ir>.1i.tr 
1£fllOVCTCll fWS lfpn, TWfS bi ''"""~S,,ua11. 7. f11'HT'O :cps,, 'Icuc~, f'1mm roir 
mrOUT0>.ms 11"U<TCll. 8. f<T;t(<rrOll Iii 11'RllT<»ll .:,<T7rfpfl T,, tlCTflO>I""'' :.cps,, icap.ai. 
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upon which the belief in the Resurrection rests comprised 
in a dozen lines ! for we may so far anticipate as to say 
that this can scarcely be regarded as a resume of evi
dence which we can find elsewhere. We shall presently 
point out a few circumstances which it might be useful to 
know. 

The Apostle states, in this passage, that the doctrines 
which he had delivered to the Corinthians he had himself 
" received." He does not pretend to teach them from his 
own knowledge, and the question naturally arises : From 
whom did he "receive" them? Formerly, divines gene
rally taught that Paul received these doctrines by reve
lation, and up to recent times apologists have continued 
to hold this view, even when admitting the subsidiary 
use of tradition. 1 If this claim were seriously made, the 
statements of the Apostle, so far as our inquiry is con
cerned, would certainly not gain in value, for it is obvious 
that Revelation could not be admitted to prove Revela
tion. It is quite true that Paul himself professed to have 
received his Gospel not from men, but from God by direct 
revelation, and we shall hereafter have to consider this 
point and the inferences to be drawn from such preten
sions. At present, the argument need not be complicated 
by any such supposition, for certainly Paul does not here 
advance any such claim himselt~ and apologetic and other 
critics agree in declaring the source of his statements to 
be natural historical tradition.~ The points which he 

1 Aifonl, Ok. Test., ii. p. 602; Biap1"ng, Erkl. 1 Br. an die Kor. 2te Aufi., 
p. 264; Jfaier, 1 Br. an die Kor., 18.'.i7, p. 336; Neander, Br. an die Cor., 
lS.'>9, p. 239; Olsllllri&en, Bihl. Comm., iii. 2te Aufl. , p. 733 f. ; Oaiander, 
1 Br. an die Kor., 1847, p. 676 f.; Riickert, 1 Br. an die Kor., 1836, 
p. 389. 

t Ewald, Sendschr. d. Ap. Paulus, p. 207 f.; Hofmann, Die heil Sehr. 
N. T., ii. 2, p. 3-18; Keim, Jcsu v. Naz., iii. p. 546; ltftytr, 1 Br. an dio 
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SUPER.~.&. Tl!1lAL BELIGION. 

delivered and which he had also received Are three in 
number: (I) that Christ died for our sins; (~)that he was 
buried ; and (3) that he has been raised the third day. In 
Strictness the KaL O'TL 111ig1it oblige US to include, 11 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve," after 
which the construction of the sentence is changed. It is 
not necessary to press this, however, anti it is better for 
the present to separate the dogmatic statements from 
those which are more properly evidential. 

It will be observed that, although the death, burial, and 
resurrection are here taught as "received," evidence only 
of one point is offered: that Jesus "was seen by" certain 
penions. 'Ve have alrea1ly pointed out that the Gospels 
do not pretend that any one was an eye-witness of the 
Resurrection itself, and it is important to notice that Paul, 
the earliest and most trustworthy witness produced, en
tirely passes over the event itself, and relies solely on the 
fact that Jesus was supposed to have been seen by cer
tain persons to prove that he died, \Vas buried, and had 
actually risen the third day. 'rlae only inference which 
we here wish to draw from this is, that the all~ued ap
pearances are thus obviously separated from the death 
and burial by a distinct gulf. A dead body, it is stated, 
or one believed to be dead, is laid in a sepulchre : after 
a certain time, it is alleged that the dead person has been 
seen alive. Supposing the first statement to be correct, 
the second, being in itself, accordiug to all our experi
ence, utterly incredible, leaves further a serious gap in 
the contirmit.v of eviJern:e. What occurred in the inter
val between the burial and the supposed apparition? If 
it be ai~sert.ed- as in the Gospels it is-that., before the 

Kor. ate Auft., r. -114; Rrlirmlff", Der Ap. Paul1111, iv. p. 201. Cf. RjkJ.""f'rl, 
I Dr. Kor., p. 389. 
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apparition, the sepulchre was found empty and the body 
gone, not only may it be replied that this very circum
stance may have assisted in producing a sultlective 
vision, hut that, in so far as the disappearance of the body 
is connected with the appearance of the person apparently 
alive, the fact. has no evidential value. The person sup
posed to be dead, for instance, may actually not have 
been so, but have revived ; for, although we have no in
tention ourselves of adopting this explanation of the 
Resurrection, it is, as an alternative, certainly preferable 
to belief in the miracle. Or, in the interval, the body 
may have been removed from a temporary to a perma
nent resting place unknown to those who are surprised 
to find the body gone ;-and in the Gospels the conflict
ing accounts of the embalming and hasty burial, as we 
have seen, would fully permit of such an argmnent if we 
relied at all on those narratives. Many other means of 
accounting for the absence of the body might be ad
,·anced, any one of which, in the actual default of testi
mony to the contrary, would be irrefutable. 'l'he mere 
surprise of finding a grave empty which was supposed to 
contain a body betrays a Llank in the knowledge of the 
persons, which can only be naturally filled up. 'fhis gap, 
at least, would not have existed had the supposed resur
rection occurred in the presence of those hy whom it is 
asserted Jesus" was seen." As it is, uo evidence whatever 
is offered that Jesus really died ; no e\'idence that the 
sepulchre was even found empty ; no evidence that the 
dead body actually arose and became alive again; but 
skipping over the intermediate steps, the only evidence 
produce1l is the statement that, being supposed to be 
dead, he is said to ha ,.e been seen by certain persons.1 

1 The CUlioue account in Matthew, xxvili. 1 ff,, of the eartbqu11.ke anll 
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'l'here is a peculiarity in the statement to which we 
must now refer. The words, " according to the &rip
tures" (Kara ra~ ypaq,G.~) are twice introduced into the 
brief recapitulation of the teaching which Paul had re
ceived and delivered : (1) "That Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures," and (3) " that he has been 
raised the third day according to the &riptures." It is 
evident that mere historical tradition has only to do 
with the fact" that Christ died," and that the object: 
"for our sins," is a dogmatic addition. The Scriptures 
supply the dogma. Jn the second point, the appeal to 
Scripture is curious, and so far important as indicating 
that the resurrection on the third day was supposed to be 
a fulfilment of prophecy ; and we have thus nn indica
tion, regarding which we must hereafter speak, of the 
manner in which the belief probably originated. The 
double reference to the Scriptures is peculiarly marked, 
and we have already more than once had occasion to 
point out that the narratives of the Gospels betray the 
very strong and constant influence of parts of the Oi.l 
Testament supposed to relate to the Messiah. It cannot, 
we think, be doubted by any independent critic, that the 
details of these narratives were to a large extent traced 
from those prophecies. It is in the highest degree 
natural to suppose that the early Christians, once 
accepting the idea of a suffering Messiah, should, in the 
absence of positive or minute knowledge, assume that 
prophecies which they believed to have reference t-0 him 
should actua11y have been fulfilled, and that in fact the 
occurrences corresponded minutely with the prophecies. 
Too little is known of what really took place, and it is 

rolling away of the stone by an angel in the presence ot the women, who 
nevertheless eaw no resurrection, will not ho forgotten. 
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probable that Christian tradition generally was moulded 
from foregone conclusions. 

What were the " Scriptures," according to which 
"Christ died for our sins," and " has been raised the 
third day 1" The passages which are generally referred 
to, and which Paul most probably had in view, are 
well known : as regards the death for our sins,
lsaiah liii., Ps. xxii. and lxix. ; and for the resurrection, 
-Ps. xvi. 10, and Hosea vi. 2. We have already 
pointed out that historical criticism has shown that 
the first four passages just indicated are not Messianic 
prophecies at all, 1 and we may repeat that the idea of 
a suffering Messiah was wholly foreign to the Jewish 
prophets and people. The Messiah "crucified," as Paul 
himself bears witness, was "to Jews a stumbling block," 2 

and mod~rn criticism bas clearly established that the 
parts of Scripture by which the early Christians endea
voured to show that such a Messiah had been foretold 
can only be applied by a perversion of the original signifi
cation. In the case of the passages supposed to foretell the 
Resurrection, the misapplication is particularly flagrant. 
We have already discussed the use of Ps. xvi. 10, which 
in Acts 3 is put into the mouth of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul, and shown that the proof passage rests upon a mis
translation of the original in the Septuagint.• Any 
reader who will refer to Hosea vi. 2 will see that the 
passage in no way applies 'to the .Messiah,6 although un
doubtedly it has influenced the formation of the doctrine 

1 See references p. 442, notes 1, 2, p. 443, notes 1, 2, and p. 106f., and 
p. 84, note 1. 

1 1 Cor. i. 23. • ii. 25 ff., xiii. 3,) ff. 4 p. 82. 
' Kutmn, De Profeten en de Prof~tie ouder Israel, 1875, ii. 293. Com

pare, generally, the excellent chapters on the N. T. and Old Test. prophecy, 
pp. 199-318. 
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of the ResutTection. 'fhe "sign of the prophet Jonah," 
which in Mt. xii. 40 is put into the mouth of Jesus is 
another passage used with equal incorrectness, and a 
glimpse of the manner in which Christian tradition took 
shape, and the Gospels were composed, may he obtained 
by comparin~ with the passage in the first Synoptic tlae 
parallel in the third (xi. 29-31).1 We shall have more 
to say presently regarding the resurrection " on the third 
day." 

We may now proceed to examine the so-called " very 
circumstantial account of the testimony on which the 
belief in the ResutTection rested." "And that be 
was seen by Cephas, then by the Twelve. After that 
he was seen by above five hundred brethren at once, 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After that he was seen by 
James, then by all the Apostles, and last of all he 
was seen by me also." 9 There can be no doubt, we 
think, from the terms in which this statement is made, 
that Paul intended to give the appearances in chronolo
gical order.1 It would likewise be a fair inference that 
he intended to mention all the appearances of which he 
was aware. So far, the account may possibly merit 
the epithet "circumstantial," but in all other respects 
it is scarcely possible to conceive any statement less 
circumstantial. As to where the risen Jesus was seen 
·by these persons, in what manner, and under what cir
cumstances, and at what time, we are not vouchsafed 
a single particular. Moreover, the Apostle was not 

1 Cf. M:t. xvi. 4; M:k. viii. 11. t I Cor. xv. ~. 
1 .41/U'f"<l, Ok. Teet., ii. p. 603; Ktim, .T8811 v. Naz., iii. p. 0-13; Maw, 

1 Br. Kor., p. 337; Meger, 1 Br. Kor., p. 416; Rii&wt, 1 Br. Kor., p. 390; 
Sla11ky, St. Paul's Ep. to the Cor., 4th ed., p. 288; tk Welk, llr. an die 
Kor., 1853, p. 141; W«w, Dio ev. Geech., ii. p. 364. 
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present on any of these occasions, excepting of course 
his own vision, and consequently merely reports appear
ances of which be has been informed by others, hut he 
omits to mention the authority upon which he makes 
these statements, or what steps he took to ascertain 
their accuracy and reality. For instance, when Jesus 
is said to have been seen by five hundred brct11ren · 
at once, it would have been of the l1ighest importance for 
us to know the exact details of the scene, the proportion 
of inference to fact, the character of the Apostle's infor
mant, the extent of the investigation into the various 
impressions made upon the individuals composing the five 
lmndred, as opposed to the collective affirmation. We 
confess that we do not attach much value to such appeals 
to the experience of 500 persons at once. It is difficult 
to find out what the actual experience of the individuals 
was, and each individual is so apt to catch the infection 
of his neighbour, and join in excitement, believing that, 
though he does not himself see 01· feel anything, his 
neighbour does, that probably, when inquiry is pressed 
home, the aggregate affirmation of a large number 
may resolve itself into the actual experience of very 
few. The fact is, however, that in this " very circum
stantial account" we have nothing whatever except a 
mere catalogue by Paul of certain appearances which he 
did not himself see-always excepting his own vision, 
wbich we reserve-Lot merely had " received " from 
others, without a detail or information of any kind. 

If we compare these appearances with the instances re
corded in the Gospels, the result is hy no means satisfac
tory. The first appearance is said to he to Cephas. It is 
argued that Paul passes in silence over the appearances 
to women, both because the testimony of women was 
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110t received in .Jewish courts, and because his own 
opinions regarding the active participation of women in 
matters connected with the Church were of a somewhat 
exclusive character.1 The appearance to Cephas is gene
rally identified with that mentioned, Luke xxiv. 34.2 No
thing could be more cursory than the manner in which 
this appearance is related in the Synoptic. The disciples 
from Emmaus, returning at once tO Jerusalem, found the 
Eleven and those who were with them saying : "The 
Lord was raised indeed, and was seen by Simon." Not 
another syllable is said regarding an appearance which, 
according to Paul, was the first which had occurred. The 
other Gospels say still less, for they ignore the incident 
altogether. It is difficult to find room for such an ap
pearance in the Gospel narratives. If we take the report 
of Paul to be true, that Jesus was fin;t seen by Cephas, 
the silence of three Evangelists and their contradictory 
representations, on the one hand, and the remarkable way 
in which the third Gospel avoids all but the mere in
direct reference to the occurrence, on the other, are 
phenomena which we leave apologists to explain.3 

He is next seen "by the Twelve." This vision is 
identified with that narrated in J oho xx. 19 ff. and Luke 
xxiv. 36 ff,;' to which, as Thomas was absent on the first 
occasion, some critics understand the episode in John 
xx. 2G ff. to be added. On reference to our discussion of 

' Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 34 ff. 
' So Bisping, Maier, Mtoye1·, Neandcr, Osiander, Ruckert, Stanley, de 

Wette, &o., &c., in 1. 
a G/r0rer thinks the germ of Paul's incident to lie in the statement 

John xx. 4, Die heil. Sage, i. p. 376 f. Dr. Farrnr thinks the detaila 
"may havo been of a nature too personal to hal"e been revealed." Lifeo( 
Christ, ii. p. 437. 

• So Bisping, Maitor, Meyer, Neander, Osiander, Stanley, de Wette, 
&o., &o., in l. 
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these accounts, it will be seen that they have few or no 
elements of credibility. If the appearance to the Twelve 
mentioned by Paul be identified with these episodes, and 
their details be declared authentic, the second item in 
Paul's list becomes discredited. 

The appearance to 500 brethren at once is not men
tioned in any of the Gospels, but critics, and especially 
apologetic critics, assert with more or less of certainty 
the identity of the occasion with the scene described in 
Matth. xxviii. 16 ff. 1 'Ve remarked whilst discussing the 
passage that this is based chiefly on the statement that 
"some doubted," which would have been inconsistent, it 
is thought, had Jesus already appeared to the Eleven. 2 

'.fhe· identity is, however, deni~d by others.3 The narra
tive in the first Synoptic would scarcely add force to the 
report in the Epistle. Is it possible to suppose, however, 
t.hat, had there been so large a number of persons col
lected upon that occasion, the Evangelist would not have 
mentioned the fact? On the other hand, does it not some
what discredit the statement that Jesus was seen by so 
large a number at once, that no record of such a remark
able occun·ence exists elsewhere?' How could the tra
dition of such an event, witnessed by so many, have so 
completely perished that neither in the Gospels nor Acts, 

1 So Grotius, Maier, Osiander, Wordsworth, &c., ad l. Elnw·d, Wiss. 
Kr. ev. Oesch., p. 591 f., 599; zu Olsh. Leidensgesch., p. 210; Farrar, 
Life of Obrist, ii. p. 445. Cf. O/$hatuen, Leidensgesch., p. 227. Stanley, 
Corinthians, p. 288. 

t Beyachlag considers that, in these doubts, we have clearly an erro
neous mixing up of the story of Thomae, John xx. 24 ff., and he thinks 
that probably in the incident of Jesus eating fish, deSCl-ibed by the third 
Synoptic (xxiv. 42), we have a reminiscence of John xxi. 13. Stud. u. 
Kr., 1870, p. 218, anm. 

1 Alford, Bisping, Hofmann, Meyer, de Wette, &c., &c., in l. 
• lluuarath (Der Ap. Paulus, p. 101 f.) and some others are disposed 

to identify the supposed appearance to 500 with the ooourrence at Pente
cost, Acts ii. 
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11or in any other writing, is there any reference to it, and 
our ouly knowledge of it is this bare statement, without a 
single detail? There is only one explanation : thl\t the 
assembly could not have recognized in the phenomenon, 
whatever it was, the risen Jesus, 1 or that subsequently 
an explanation was given which dispelled some temporary 
illusion. Jn any case, we must insist that tbe total ahsence 
of aJI confirmation of an appearance to 500 persons at once 
alone renders such an occurrence more than suspicious. 
'fhe statement that the greater number were still living 
when Paul wrote does not mat.erially affect the question. 
Paul doubtless believed the report that such an appearance 
had taken place, and that the majority of witnesses still 
survived, but does it necessarily follow that the report 
was true ? The survivors were certainly not within reach 
of the Corinthians, and could not easily be questioned. 
The whole of the argument of Paul which we are consi
dering, as well as that which follows, was drawn from 
11im by the fact that, in Corintl1, Christians actually de-
11ied a resurrection, an<l it is far from clear that this 
denial did not extend to denying the Resurrection of Jesus 
himself.2 That they did deny this we think certain: from 
the care with which Paul gives what he considers evi
dence for the fact. Another point may be mentionetl. 
"'here could so mauy as 500 disciples have been col
lected at one time? The author of Acts states (i. 15) 
the number of the Christian commuuity gathered together 
to elect a successor to Judas as "about 120." Apolo
gists, therefore, either suppose the appearance to 500 to 
J1ave taken place in Jenisalem, when numbers of pilgrims 

' JreiMt!, Die eT11ng. Oesch., ii. p. 416. 
' .A~ford, Ok. •rest., ii. 601; Mafrr, I Br. Kor. p. 333 f; Nem1du, Rr. 

Kor., JI• 23i f., 240; Ulaha'llM1I, Bibl. Comm., iii. 11· i32 f.; de Jrettt, Br. 
Kur., 11· 138. 
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from Galilee and other parts were in the Holy City, or 
that it occurred in Galilee itself, where they suppose be
lievers to have been more numerous. 1 This is the merest 
conjecture ; and there is not even ground for asserting 
that there were so many as 500 brethren in any oue 
place, by whom Jesus could have been seen. 

The appearance to James is not mentioned in any of 
our Gospels. Jerome preserves a legend from the Gospel 
of the Hebrews, which states that James, after havinl{ 
drunk the cup of the Loni, swore that he would not eat 
bread until he should see him risen from the dead. 'Vhen 
Jesus rose, therefore, he appeared to James; and, ordering 
a table and bread to be Lrought, blessed and broke the 
bread, and gave it to James.2 Beyond this legendary 
story there is 110 other record of the report given by Paul. 
The occasiou on which he was seen by " all the Apostles" . 
is indefinite, and cannot be identified with any account in 
tbe Gospels. 

It is asserted, however, that, although Paul does not 
state from whom he " received " the report of these 
appearances of the risen Jes us, he must have heard them 
from the Apostles themselves. At any rate, it is added, 
Paul professes that his preaching on the death, burial, 
and Resurrection is the same as that of the other Apos
tles.3 That the other Apostles preached the resurrection 
of Jesus may be a fact, but we have no information as to 
the precise statements they made. 'Ve shall presently 
discuss the doctrine from this point of view, but here we 
must confine ourselves to Paul. It is undeniable that Paul 

1 Probably in Jerusalem: Bu}'iug, 1 Br. Kor., p. 26.5; .Aljflrd, Ok. 
Teet., ii. p. 603; NttJ11tkr, Br. Kor., p. 2-10 f. Probably in Oalilet': 
Maier, 1 Br. Kor., p. 33i. Uncertain I Mtyer, 1 Br. Kor., p. 411> 
Stanlt'!f, Eps. to Cor., p. 268. 

2 J/imm. De vir. ill. ii. 3 J Cor. xv. 11, 12. 
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neither enters into details nor cites authority for the 
particular appearances which he mentions. As for the 
inference that, associating with the Apostles, he must 
have been informed by them of the appearances of 
Jesus, we may say that this by no means follows so 
clearly as is supposed. Paul was singularly inde
pendent, and in his writings he directly dis<..-laims all 
indebtedness to the elder Apostles. He daims that 
his Gospel is not after man, nor was it taught to 
him by man, but through revelation of Jesus Christ.' 
Now Paul himself informs us of his action after it pleased 
God to reveal his Son in him that be might preach him 
among the Gentiles. It might, indeed, have been reason
ably expected that Paul should then have sought out 
those who could have informed him of all the extraordi
nary occurrences supposed to have taken place after the 
death of Jesus. Paul does nothing of the kind. He is 
apparently quite satisfied with his own com·ictions. 
" Immediately," lie says, in his wondrously human and 
characteristic letter to the Galatians, " I communicated 
not with flesh and blood ; neither went I away to Jeru
salem to them who were Apostles before me, but I went 
away to _Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. 
Then after three years I went up to J ernsalem to visit 
Cephas, and abode with him fifteen days ; but other of 
the Apostles saw I none, save James the brother of the 
Lord. Now the things which I write, behold before God 
I lie not. . . . 'fhen after fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem," 2-upon which occasion, we know, 
his business was not of a nature to allow us to suppose 
he obtained much information regarding the Resurrection. 

We may ask : Is there that thirst for information 
1 Gal. i. 11, 12. : Gal. i. 16, 18, ii. I. 
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regarding the facts and doctrines of Christianity displayed 
here, which entitles us to 1mppose that Paul eagerly and 
minutely investigated the evidence for them? We think 
not. Paul made up his own mind in his own way and, 
having waited three years without asking a question, it 
is not probable that the questions which he then asked 
were of any searching nature. The protest that he saw 
none of the other Apostles may prove his independence, 
but it certainly does not prove his anxiety for information. 
When Paul went up to make the acquaintance of Cephas 
his object clearly was not to be taught by him, but to 
p11J.ce himself in communication with the man whom he 
believed to be the chief of the Apostles and, we may 
assume, largely with a view to establish a friendly feeling, 
and secure his recognition of bis future ministry. We 
should not, of course, be justified in affirming that the con
versation between the two great Apostles neverturnedupon 
the subject of the Resurrection, but we think that it is 
obvious that Paul's visit was not in the least one of inves
tigation. He believed ; he believed that certain events 
had occurred " according to the Scriptures ;" and the legi
timate inference from Paul's own statements must be 
that, in this visit after three years, his purpose was in no 
way connected with a search for evidential information. 
'l'he author of Acts, it will be remembered, represents 
him as, before any visit to Jerusalem, publicly and boldly 
preaching in Damascus that Jesus is the Sou of God, and 
" confounding the Jews . • . . proving that this is the . 
Christ." 1 This representation, it will be admitted, shows 
an advanced condition of belief little supporting the 
itlca of subsequent investigation. 'Vhen all conjectures 
are exhausted, however, we have the one distinct fact 

1 Acts ix. 20, 22, 2i. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



496 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

remaining, that Paul gives no authority for his report 
that J esue was seen by the various persons mentioned, 
nor does he furnish any means by which we can judge of 
the nature and reality of the alleged phenomena. We 
continue here to speak of the appearances to others, 
reserving the appearance to himself: as standing upon a 
different basis, for separate examination. 

'Vhat is the value of this evidence? 'fhe fact to be 
proved is that, after a man had been crucified, deaJ, 
and buried, he actually rose from the dead, and appeared 
alive to many persons. The evidence is that Paul, writing 
some twenty years after the supposed miraculous occur
rences, states, without detailed information of any kind, 
and without pretending to have himself been an eye
witness of the phenomena, that he has been told that 
J t>sus was, after his death and burial, seen alive on the 
occasions mentioned ! As to the Apostle Paul him
self, let it be said in the strongest and most emphatic 
manner possible that we do not suggest the most distant 
suspicion of the sincerity of any historical statement lie 
makes. \Ve implicitly accept the historical statements, 
as distinguished from inferences, which proceed from his 
pen. It cannot be doubted that Paul was told that such 
appearances had taken place. 'Ve do not question the 
fact that he believed them to have taken place ; and we 
shall hereafter discuss the weight to be attached to this 
circumstance. Docs this, however, guarantee the truth 
of the reports or inferences of those who informed tl1~ 

Apostle ? Does the mere passage of any story or traili
t.ion through Paul necessarily transmute error into truth 
- self-deception or hallucination into objective fact? Are 
we--without any information as to what was reallv state«il . ~ 

to Paul, as to the personality and character of his infor-
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mants, as to the details of what was believed_ to have 
occurred, as to the means taken or which it might have 
been possible t.o take to test the reality of the alleged phe
nomena, without an opportunity of judging for ourselves 
on a single point-to believe in the reality of these appear
ances simply because Paul states that he bas been informed 
that they occurred, and himself believes the report ? 

So far as the belief of Paul is concerned, we may 
here remark that his views as to the miraculous 
Charismata in the Church do not prepare us to feel 
any confidence in the sobriety of his judgment in con
nection with alleged supernatural occurrences. We have 
no reliance upon his instinctive mistrust of such state
ments, or his imperative requirement of evidence, but 
every reason to doubt them. On the other hand, with
out in any way imputing wilful incorrectness or untruth 
to the reporters of such phenomena, let it be remembered 
how important a part inference has to play in the narra
tive of every incident, and how easy it is to draw erro
neous inferences from bare facts.1 In proportion .as per
sons are ignorant, on the one hand, and have t~~ir _lllinds 
disturbed, on the other, by religious depression or .excite
ment, hope, fear, or any other powerful emotion, they are 
liable to confound facts and inferences, and both to see and 
analyse wrongly. In the case of a supposed appearance 

• We may merely in passing refer to the case of Mary Magdalene in the 
fourth Gospel. She sees a figure standing beside her, and infers that it 
is the gardener :-presently something else occurs which leads her to infer 
that she was mistaken in her first inference, and to infer next, that 
it is Jesus. It is a narrative upon which no serious argumt>nt can be 
Lased, but had she at first turned away, her first inference would have 
remained, and, according to the narrative, have been erroneous. We 
might aleo argue that, if further examination had taken place, her second 
inference might have proved as erroneous as the first is declared to have 
been. 

VOL. Ill. K K 
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alive of a person believed to be dead, it will scarcely he 
disputed, there are many disturbing elements, especially 
when that person has just died by a cruel and shameful 
death, and is believed to be the Messiah. The occur
rence which we at any time see is, strictly speaking, 
merely a series of appearances, and the actual nature of 
the thing seen is determined in our minds by inferences. 
How often are these inferences correct ? We venture to 
say that the greater part of the proverbial incorrectness 
and inaccuracy which prevails arises from the circum
stance that inferences are not distinguished from facts, 
and are constantly erroneous. Now in that age, under 
such circumstances, and with Oriental temperaments, it 
is absolutely certain that there was exceptional liability 
to error ; aud the fact that Paul repeat.s the statements of 
unknown persons, dependent so materially upon inference, 
cannot possibly warrant us in believing them when they 
contradict known laws which express the results of uni
versal experience. It is infinitely more probable that 
these persons were mistaken, than that a dead man re
turned to life again, and appeared to them. We shall 
presently consider how much importance is to be attached 
to the mere belief in the occurrence of such phenomena, 
but with regard to the appearances referred to by Pau~ 
except in so far as they attest the fact that certain per
sons may have believed that Jesus appeared to them, 
such evidence has not the slightest value, and is indeed 
almost ludicrously insufficient to establish the reality of 
so stupendous a miracle as the Resurrection. It will have 
been observed that of the Ascension there is not a word
obviously, for Paul the Resurrection and Ascension were 
one act. 

Having so far discussed Paul's report that Jesus rose 
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from the dead and was seen by others, we turn to his 
statement that, last of all, he was seen also by himself. 
In the former cases, we have had to complain of the total 
absence of detailed information as to the circumstances 
under which he was supposed to have been seen ; but it 
may be expected that, at least in his own case, we shall 
have full and minute particulars of so interesting and ex
traordinary a phenomenon. Here again we are disap
pointed. Paul does not give us a single detail. He 
neither tells us when, where, nor how he saw Jesus. It 
was all the more important that he should have entered 
into the particulars of this apparition, because there is 
one peculiarity in his case which requires notice. 
Whereas it may be supposed that in the other instances 
Jesus is represented as being seen immediately after the 
Resurrection and before his Ascension, the appearance to 
Paul must be placed years after that occurrence is alleged 
to have taken place. The question, therefore, arises : 
Was the appearance to Paul of the same character as the 
former? Paul evidently considers that it was. He 
uses the very same word when he says "he was seen 
(;,+Dr,) by me," that he employs in stating that "be was 
seen (C:,<f>fh,) by Cephas" and the rest, and he classes all 
the appearances together in precisely the same way. If, 
therefore, Paul knew anything of the nature of the 
appearances to the others, and yet considers them to have 
been of the same nature as his own, an accurate account 
of his own vision might have enabled us in some degree 
to estimate that of the others. Even without this 
account, it is something to know that Paul believed that 
there was no difference between the earlier and later 
appearances. And yet, if we reflect that in the appear
ances immediately after the Resurrection the representa
tion is that Jesm1 possessed the very same body that hatl . 

K K 2 
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hung on the cross and been laid in the sepulchre, an1l · 
that, according to the Gospels, he exhibited his wounds, 
allowed them to be touched, assured the disciples of his · 
corporeality by permitting himselC to be handled, and 
even by eating food in their presence, and that in the 
case of Paul the appearance took place years after Jesus 
i~ said to have ascended into heaven and sat down at the 
right hand of God, the identity of the apparitions becomes 
a suggestive feature. 

The testimony of Paul must at least override that 
of the Gospels, and whatever may have been the vision 
of Paul, we may fairly assume that the vision of Peter 
and the rest was like it. Beyond this inference, how
ever, Paul gives us no light with regard to the appear
ance of Jesus to himself. He merely affirms that Jesus 
did appear to him. " Have I not seen Jesus our Lord ? " 
he says in one place.1 Elsewhere he relates : "But 
when he was pleased, who set me apart from my 
mother's womb, and called me through his grace, to 

reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles ; immediately, I communicated not with ftesh 
and .blood .... but I went away into Arabia and 
returned again unto Damascus.'' 2 Various opinions have 
been expressed regarding the rendering of a1ToKaA~ 
Tov vwv a.wov b lµ.ol. The great majority of critics agree 
that the direct and natural sense must Le adopted : " to 
reveal his son in me," that is to say, "within me," "in 
my spirit." 3 Others maintain that b lµ.ol must be ren-

I 1 Cor. ix. 1. 
' Gal. i. 15. on 3J ,;,a&q1T01 o a</»pl1Tas iU l« «ot>.fur 1£'1f'pOr p.ov ml «aAf"1$ 

&a ri/r xdp.ror OUTOV 16. m«aA""'°' TOI' vlOv oUroii ,., l1£oi, lllO ~>.&c..,
oUi-o• Iv roir f6vf1Tw, fMto>r ou rrpo1TawiU1£'1" ITopicl «ol ~'• 17. , •• ciU4 
cirrij>.8ov •lr 'Apo/3fuv, «al rra>.w lnrl<TTprta •lr ~«ov. 

1 So Alford, Bisping, Ellicott, Ewald, Holtzmann, Jowett, Meyer, 
Olshausen, Schmder, Usteri, de Wette, Wieseler, Winer, Wordsworth, 
ad 1.; Ba11r, Paulus, i. p. 7o> ff.; l/olate11, Zum Ev. Paulus, u. s. w., 
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dered "through me," 1 giving lv the sense of 8,Q.; but in 
that case the following context would be quite unneces
sary. Hilgenfeld t thinks that the meaning is "in his 
person;" and Riickert 3 and a few others read "to me." 
The liberties taken by interpreters of the New Testament 
with the preposition lv, too frequently from preconceived 
dogmatic reasons, are remarkable. The importance of 
this passage chiefly lies in the question whether the 
revelation here referred to is the same as the appearance . 
to him of Jesus of the Corinthian letter. Some critics 
incline to the view that it is so;' whilst others consider 
that Paul does not thus speak of his vision, but rather of 
the doctrine concerning Jesus which formed his Gospel, 
and which Paul claimed to have received, not from man, 
but by revelation from God.6 Upon this point we have 
only a few remarks to make. If it be understood that 
Paul refers to the appearance to him of Jesus, it is clear 
that he represents it in these words as a subjective vision, 
within his own consciousness. If, on the other hand, 
he do not refer to the appearance, then the passage 
loses all distinct reference to that occurrence. We do 
not intend to lay any further stress upon the expression 
than this, and it is fair to add that we do not think there 
is any special reference to the apparition of Jesus in the 

p. 42 f., anm.; Meijboom, Jezus' Opstand., p. 10.'.>; Ntander, Pflanzung, 
p. 117. 

1 Grotim, Annot. in N. T., vi. p. M3; Baumgarlen-Cn~m, Br. an die 
Gal., p. 26; Lt.ghtfoot, Galatians, p. 82. 

' Der Galaterbr., p. 121 1 Ad 1. 
• Baur, Paulus, i. p. 76 ff.; Mtijboom, Jezns' Opstand., p. lOS f.; 

Jowttt, Eps. of St. Paul, i. p. 216 f., 230 f. ; Ewald, Boltzmann, 
&hradn-, lf3fm, Witaeltr, &c .• in I. 

• HcJ1tt11, Zum Ev. Paul. u. s. w., p. 42, anm.; Neandet', Pflauzung, 
p. 117; Alford, Biaping, Hilgeriftld, Liy!tt/oot, Meytr, de Jrette, WClf'IU
worlh, &c., in I. 
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passage, bot simply an allmrioo to his conversion to Chris
tianity, which the Apostle considered a reTela&ion in bis 
mind of the true character and work of the Christ which 
had previoo.sly been so completely misunderstood by him. 
"·e may as well say at once that we desire to take the 
argument in its broadest form, without wasting time by 
showing that Paul himself uses language which seems to 

indicate that he recognised the appearance of Jesus to 
have been merely subjective. The only other passage 
wliich we need now mention is the account which Paul 
gi•es, 2 Cor. xii. 2 ft:, of his being caught up to the third 
heaven. A few critics consider that this may be the 
occasion on which Jesus appeared to him, to which he 
ref era in the passage of the former letter which we are 
considering, 1 but the great majority are opposed to the 
supposition. In any case there is no evidence that the 
occasions are identical, and we therefore are not entitled 
to assume that they are so. 

It will have been observed that we have hitherto 
confined our attention wholly to the undoubted writings 
of Paul. Were there no other reason than the simple 
fact that we are examining the evid~nce of Paul 
himself, and have, therefore, to do with that evidence 
alone, we should be thoroughly justified in this course. 
It is difficult to clear the mind of statements regard
ing Paul and his conversion which are made in the 
Acts of the Apostles, but it is absolutely essential that 
\Ve should understand clearly what Paul himself tells 
us an<l what he does not, for the present totally ex
cluding Acts. What then <loes Paul himself tell us 
of the circumstances under wbich he saw Jesus? 

• IJr. Jowott think.a this not improbable. The EpisUea of St. P1&ul, i. 
p. 229. 
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Absolutely nothing. The whole of his evidence for 
the Resurrection consists in the bare statement that 
he did see Jesus. Now can the fact that any man 
merely affirms, without even stating the circumstances, 
that a person once dead and buried has risen from the 
dead and been seen by him, be seriously considered 
satisfactory evidence for so astounding a miracle? Is 
it possible for any one of sober mind, acquainted with 
the nature of the· proposition, on the one hand, and 
with the innumerable possibilities of error, on the other, 
to regard such an affirmation even as evidence of much 
importance in such a matter? We venture to say that, 
in such a case, an affirmation of this nature, even made 
by a man of high character and ability, would possess 
little weight. If the person making it, although of the 
highest honour, were known to suppose himself the sub
ject of constant revelations and visions, and if, perhaps, 
he had a constitutional tendency to nervous excitement 
and ecstatic trance, bis evidence would have no weight at 
all. We shall presently have to speak of this more in 
detail in connection with Paul. Such an allegation even 
supported by the fullest information and most circum
stantial statement could not establish the reality of the 
miracle ; without them, it bas no claim to belief. What 
is the value of a person's testimony who simply makes an 
affirmation of some important matter, unaccompanied 
by particulars, and the truth of which cannot be 
subjected to the test of even the slightest cross-examin
ation? It is worth nothing. It would not be received 
at all in a Court of Justice. If we knew the whole 
of the circumstances of the apparition to Paul, from 
which he inferred that he had seen the risen Jesus, the 
natural explanation of the supposed miracle might be 
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easy. There were no other witnesses of it. This is 
clear; for, had there been, Paul must have mentioned 
them as he mentioned the five hundred. We have 
only the report of a man who states that he had seen 

.Jesus, unconfirmed by any witnesses. Under no cir
cumstances could isolated evidence like this be ot 
much value. Facts and inferences are alike uncorro
borated, but on the other haud are contradicted by 
universal experience. 

When we analyse the evidence, it is reduced to this: 
Paul believed that he had seen Jesus. This belief con
stitutes the whole evidence of Paul himself for the 
Resurrection. It is usual to argue that the powerful 
effect which this belief produced upon Paul's life and 
teaching renders this belief of extraordinary force as 
evidence. This we are not prepared to admit. If 
the asse1iion that Jesus appeared to him had not 
been believed by Paul, it would not have secured a 
moment's attention. That this belief affected his life 
was the inevitable consequence of such belief. Paul 
eminently combined works with faith in his own life. 
When he believed Jesus to be an impostor, he did 
not content himself with sneering at human credulity, 
but vigorously pergecuted his followers. ·when he 
came to believe Jesus to be the Messiah, he was not 
more inactive, but became the irrepressible Apostle of 
the Gentiles. He acted upon his convictions in both 
ca1:1es ; but his mere persecution of Christianity no more 
proved Jesus to be an impostor than his mere preaching 
of Christianity proved Jesus to be the Messiah. It only 
proved that he believed so. He was as earnest in the 
one case as in the other. lV e repeat, therefore, that 
the evidence of Paul for the Resurrection amounts to 
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nothing more than the unfeigned belief that Jesus had 
been seen by him. We shall presently further examine 
the value of this belief as evidence for so astounding 
a miracle. 

We must not form exaggerated conceptions of the 
effect upon Paul of the appearance to him of Jesus. 
'fhat his convictions and views of Christianity were 
based upon the reality of the Resurrection is undeniable, 
and that they received powerful confirmation and 
impulse through his vision of Jesus is also not to be 
doubted, but let us clear our minds of representations 
derived from other sources and clearly understand what 
Paul himself does and does not say of this vision, and 
for this purpose we must confine ourselves to the 
undoubted writings of the Apostle. Does Paul him
self ascribe his conversion to Christianity to the fact of 
his having seen Jesus ? Most certainly not. That is a 
notion derived solely from the statements in Acts. The 
sodden and miraculous conversion of Paul is a product of 
the same pen which produced the story of the sudden con
version of the thief on the cross, an episode equally un
known to other writers. Paul neither says when nor where 
he saw Jesus. The revelation of God's Son in him not 
being an allusion to this vision of Jesus, but merely 
a reference to the light which dawned upon Paul's 
mind as to the character and mission of Jesus, there 
is no ground whatever, from the writings of the Apostle 
himself, to connect the appearance of Jesus with the 
conversion of Paul. The statement in the Epistle to 
the Galatians simply amounts to this : When it pleased 
him who elected him from his mother's womb, 
and called him by bis grace, to reveal to his mind 
the truth concerning his Son, that he might preach 
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him among the Gentiles, he communicated not with 
flesh and blood, neither did he go up to Jerusalem to 
those who were Apostles before him, but immediately 
went away to Arabia, and after that returned 3i::,oain 
to Damascus. It can scarcely be doubted that Paul 
here refers to his change of views-to his conversion
but as little can it be doubted that he does not ascribe 
that conversion to the appearance to him of Jesus 
spoken of in the Corinthian letter. 

Let any reader who honestly desires to ascertain tbe 
exact position of the case ask himself the simple question 
whether, supposing t.he Acts of the· Apostles never to have 
existed, it is possible to deduce from this, or any other 
statement of Paul, that he actually ascribes his conver
sion to the fact that Jesus appeared to him in a super
natural manner. He may possibly in some degree base 
his apostolic claims upon that appearance, although it may 
be doubted how far he rloes even this ; if he did so, 
it would only prove the reality of his belief, but not 
the reality of the vision ; but there is no evidence 
whatever in the writings of Paul that he connected 
his conversion with the appearance of Jesus. All that 
we can legitimately infer seems to be that, before 
his adoption of Christianity, he had persecuted the 
Church ; 1 and further it may be gathered from the 
passage in the Galatian let~er, that at the time when 
this change occurred he. was at Damascus. At least he 
says that from Arabia he "returned again to Damascus," 
which seems to imply that he first went from that 
city to Arabia. When we consider the expressions in 
the two letters, it becomes apparent that Paul does 
not set forth any instantaneous conversion of the 

1 1 Cor. xv. O. 
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character related elsewhere. To the Galatians he 
describes his election from his mother's womb and 
call by the grace of God as antecedent to the revela
tion of his Son in him : " When he who separated 
me from my mother's womb and called me by his 
grace was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I 
might preach him among the Gentiles," &c. And if 
the reading " through me " be adopted, the sense we 
are pointing out becomes still more apparent. In the 
Corinthian letter again, the expressions should be 
remarked : v. 8. '\And last of all he was seen by me 
also, as the one born out of due time. 9. For I am 
the least of the apostles, that am not fit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God : 
10. but by the grace of God I am what I am: and 
his grace which was (bestowed) upon me was not in 
vain, but I laboured more abundantly than they all, 
yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 11. Whether, 
therefore, it were I or they, so we preach, and 
so ye believed." 1 Peter sees Jesus first, Paul 
sees him last ; and as the thought uppermost in his 
mind in writing this epistle was the parties in the 
Corinthian Church, and the opposition to himself and 
denial even of his apostleship, the mention of his 
having seen Jesus immediately leads him to speak of 
his apostolic claims. "Am I not an Apostle? have 
I not seen Jesus our Lord ? " he had just before 
exclaimed, and proceeded to defend himself against 
bis opponents : here again he reverts to the same 

1 1 Cor. xv. 8. ;uxcrro11 a; 1'"UllTc.lll C:.0'11"fpEl .,.~ £Krp&.p.cm :,q,tJ,, Kap.oi. 9. (yw 
yap • .,,., 0 ·~"ixurros ,.,;,,, mrotTTOAc.>11, As- OVIC •• ,,.. lKavOS' ICMfitrlJcu mr<iuroAos, 
3&on i3i~a .,.;,,, fKKA'/CTW roii 6roii· 10. xapm a; 6rnii 1i1<l ii 1ip.&, 1eal ;, XUp's 
aitroV ij fir fµ.f oU ICfV~ fyfv~Br,, QA.AC, 1rfpUTU0Tff'011 aiJT6'11 tr<iVTt&>V 1'1C01riaua, oi«: 
iyw ac ci>.>.a ;, XOp'S' TOU /Jroii ;, tTVll i,.,,i. IC · ... A. 
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sul~ect, with proud humility calling himself, on the one 
hand, "the least of the Apostles," but, on the other, 
asserting that he had " laboured more than they all." 
He is led to contrast his past life with his present ; 
the time when he persecuted the Church with that in 
which he built it up. There is, however, no allusion 
to any miraculous conversion when he says : " by the 
grace of God I am what I am." He may consider 
his having seen the Lord and become a witness of 
his resurrection one part of his qualification for the 
Apostolate, but assuredly he does not represent this 
as the means of his conversion. 

We shall not pause to discuss at length how far being 
a witness for the resurrection really was made a neces
sary qualification for the apostolic office. The p~o-es, 
Luke xxiv. 48, Acts i. 22, ii. 32, upon which the theory 
mainly rests, are not evidence of the fact which can for a 
moment be accepted. It is obvious that the Twelve were 
apostles from having been chosen disciples of the Master 
from the commencement of his active career, and not from 
any fortuitous circumstance at its close. If Paul says : 
"Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord?" he continues: "Are ye not my work in the Lord? 
If I am not an apostle unto others, yet I am at least to 
you : for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the 
Lord. My defence to them that examine me is this." 1 

There can be no doubt that the claims of Paul to the 
Apostolate were, during his life, constantly denied, and 
bis authority rejected. As we have elsewhere pointed 
out, there is no evidence that his apostleship was 
ever recognised by the elder Apostles, nor that his 
claim was ever submitted to them. Even in the 

1 I Cur. ix. 1-3. 
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second century, the Clementine Homilies deny him the 
honour, and make light of his visions and revelations. 
All the evidence we possess shows that Paul's vision 
of Jesus did not secure for him much consideration in 
his own time, a circumstance which certainly does not 
tend to establish its reality. 

What weight can we, then, attach to the representa
tion in the Acts of the Apostles of the conversion of 
Paul ? Our examination of that work has sufficiently 
shown that none of its statements can be received as 
historical. Where we have been able to compare them 
with the epistles of Paul, they have not been in agree
ment. Nothing could be more obvious than the contra
diction between the narrative of Paul's conduct after 
his conversion, according to Acts, and the account 
which Paul gives in the Galatian letter. We need not 
repeat the demonstration here. Where we possess 
the means of comparison, we discover the . inaccuracy 
of Acts. Why should we suppose that which we can
not compare more accurate? So far as our argument 
is concerned, it matters very little whether we exclude 
the narrative of the conversion of Act.s or not. We 
point out, however, that there is no confirmation what
ever in the writings of Paul of the representation of 
his conversion by means of a vision of Jesus, which, 
upon all considerations, may much more reasonably be 
assigned to a somewhat later period. If we ventured 
to conjecture, we should say that the author of Acts 
has expanded the scattered sayings of Paul into this 
narrative, making the miraculous conversion by a 
personal interposition of Jesus, which he therefore 
relates no less than three times, counterbalance the 
disadvantage of his not having followed Jesus in the 
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flesh.1 It is curious that he has introduced the bare state
ment into the third Synoptic, that Jesus "was seen by 
Simon" ( C:,<fJfht t.tµ.c1,11i),2 which none of the other evan
gelists mentions, but which he may have found, without 
further particulars, C:,<fJOTJ KTJ~, in the Epistle whence he 
derived, perhaps, materials for the other story. In no 
case can the narrative in Acts be received as evidence 
of the slightest value ; but in order not to pass over 
even such statements in silence, we shall very briefly 
examine it. 

The narrative is repeated thrice: in the first instance 
(ix. 1 ff.) as a historical account of the transaction; next 
(xxii. 4 ff.) introduced into a speech supposed to be 
delivered by Paul to the Jews when taken prisoner in 
consequence of their uproar on finding him in the Temple 
purifying himself with the four men who had a vow,-a 
position which cannot historically be reconciled with the 
character and views of Paul; and, thirdly, again put into 
the mouth of the Apostle (xxvi. 9 ff.) when he pleads 
his cause before King Agrippa. Paul is represented in 
the headlong career of persecuting the Church, and going 
with letters from the high priest empowering him to 
bring Christian men and women bound unto Jerusalem. 
"And as he journeyed, it came to pass that he drew nigh 
to Damascus, and suddenly there shone round about 
him a light out of the heaven, and he fell upon the earth 
aud heard a voice saying unto him: Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But 
rise and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do." 3 In the second account, there is so far 

' Cf. ScAntt!.:nibur~, Zweck der Apostelgeech., p. 61 £ 
2 Luke xxiv. 34. 
3 Acts ix. 3. ;., a; "tf TrOJHv•u8ai i-yi11fTO oV-r:;., J.,-yi{n11 Tj &yAolrtnt, <~¢"'Ir 
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no vny wide discrepancy, bui there, as in the third, the 
time is said to be about noon. There is a very consi
derable difference in the third account, however, more 
especially in the report of what is said by the voice: 
xxvi. 13. "At midday, 0 King, I saw in the way a light 
from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me and those journeying with me; 14. And 
when we all fell to the earth, I heard a voice saying 
unto me in the Eebrew tongue: Saul, Sau], why per
secutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against 
pricks. 15. And I said : Who art thou, Lord? And 
the Lord said: I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 
16. But rise and stand upon thy feet; for I was seen 
by thee for this purpose, to choose thee a minister and 
a witness both of these things which thou sawest, and 
of the things in which I will appear unto thee; 17. 
delivering thee from the people and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom I send tl1ec; 18. to open their eyes, that 
they may turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and a lot among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me." 1 

.,., a;,.,.;,,, frfp1;,CTTpa,Yf11 cpws lie Toii ol!pa110ii· 4. icai frftr6'11 l-rri r?11 yiiv lf1eovtu11 
t/>ui"'1• >.l-yovua11 ~ti> · Zaov>. Zaotl>., .,., I'* b16'ims; a .• t-rrw at· Tis .1. icvpu ; 
0 bi flfrfll ' 'Ey6> '1111 '1'1uoiis, 311 uV bi.:.1cus. 6. ci>.>.a OllUC1T'781 Kai fltrf>.8f •is 
njv -rr0>.111, Kai >.a>.'1~Urral UOI ;; T'I Uf bft fre)lftll. Cf. x..-tli. 6-8, 10. 

I Acts xxvi. 13. ~11tpas l't"'1S Kara r?v Mov fl&11, {Joui>..fii, ollp111'08w wip 
r?11 ~-rrp'"'rra T'oV ~>.lov frf pt>.a11ta11 I'' cpO>r Kai rovs UVll l11oi 'lrOPfVOl'tllOVS' 
14. -rraJIT't1111 .,., 1eara-rr•trOllT't1111 ~p.wv fis r?v yiiv lficovua cpt11v~11 >.iyovuav -rrpos I'' T'fl 
'E{3pat31 baa'AtlC'l'<f' %aov'A, %aov'A, 'l'l /£f bt6'1Cf&S; tric'A'1p011 UOI -rrpos ICE1'rf"' 'AalC'l'lCfw. 
la. lyw bi ,t-rra· Tls ,t, nplf; o bi icvpws fi-rrw· 'Ey6> ''I'' '1'1uoiis, 311 u'1 bt&.icns. 
16. <i>.>.a a"°C1T'781 ICOl uTij81 l-rri 'l'OVS -rrtlaas uov· flS T'O~T'O yap tlcp~11 uo1, 
-rrpoxnpluau8al Uf ~PE'f"111 icai /£<lP'f'Vpa &11 n .tafs &v T'f ocp8'1uo~ uoi, 
1 i. 1'Ea1pov11f11os "' lic .,.oii >.aoii icol .,.;;," l8vw11, ,zs ofis lyw a-rroCTTfA'At11 "', 
18. Ovoi~a' Otp8ci>..poVf alrrWv, roV brurrpl'1tai UwO aKOTovr Els- c/>GiJ~ Kai ~~ 
lEovulas 'l'OV uarava l-rrl T'OJI 8fo11, T'OV 'Ao/3fw a;,.,.ovs iicp•u1v dp.apr16'v Kai ic'Aqpo11 

Iv .,."&s ~'Y'°""'"°'r 7rLU'l'fl T'fl fls l11i. 
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It. will be admitted that this address is widely different 
from that reported in the two earlier accounts. Apologist.a 
argue that, in this third narrative, Paul has simply trans
ferred from Ananias to Jesus the message delivered to 

him by the former, according to the second account. Let 
us first see what Ananias is there represented as saying. 
Acts xxii. 14 : " And he said : The God of our fathers 
chose thee, to know his will and to see the Righteous 
One; 1 15. for thou shalt be a witne13s to him unto all men 
of what thou hast seen and heard." 2 Now Paul clearly 
professes in the speech which he is· represented as deli
vering before Agrippa to state what the voice said to 
him : "And he said," "and I said," "and be said," dis
tinctly convey the meaning that the report is to be what 
actually was said. If the sense of what Ananias said 
to him is embodied in part of the address ascribed to 
the voice, it is strangely altered and put into the first 
person ; but, beyond this, there is much added which 
neither appears in the speech of Ananias nor anywhere 
else in any of the narratives. If we further compare 
the instructions given to Ananias in the vision of the 
first narrative with his words in the second and those 
ascribed to the voice in the third, we shall see that these 
again differ very materially. Acts ix. 15. ''But. the 
Lord said unto him : Go ; for this man i~ a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name before Gentiles and 
kings, and the sons of Israel: 16. For I will show him 
how great things he must suffer for my name's sake." 3 

1 It will be remembered that this epithet oocurs in Acts iii. 14, vii. 62, 
and nowhere else in the New Testament. 

t Acts xxii. 14. 0 a; fftnv· ·o 8f1'fT6>P'lraJ'f/)O>ll ~µ6>11trpMXliplo-m-O n ~ 
T"1' Ot>-.,,µa tdimii Kal za1&11 '"°" at1emo11 ical ckoiiacu q,.,,,;,,, '" roii ~ aWo.~. 
}j. iirl f"T/ p.tipn1f <M¥ wp/,r traJIT"ar t1"8p6nrovr &11 l,;,pamr m2 If-· 

, Acts ix. 15. frfrfll a• trp/,r aW1'11 0 npuw IlO/>fVov, &n O"UVof ·~ '"" 
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What must we think of a writer who deals so freely 
with his materials, and takes such liberties even with so 
serious a matter as this heavenly vision and the words 
of the glorified Jesus ? 

In the third account, Jesus is represented as saying : 
" It is hard for thee to kick against pricks." 1 This 
is a well-known proverbial saying, frequently used by 
classical Greek and Latin authors,2 and not altogether 
strange to Hebrew. It is a singularly anthropomorphic 
representation to put such a saying into the mouth of 
the divine apparition, and it assists in betraying the 
mundane origin of the whole scene. Another point 
deserving consideration is, that Paul is not told what 
be is to do by the voice of Jesus, but is desired to go 
into the city to be there instructed by Ananias. This 
is clearly opposed to Paul's own repeated asseverations. 
"For neither did I receive it from man nor was taught 
it., but through a revelation of Jesus Christ," 3 is his 
statement. The details of the incident itself, moreover, 
are differently stated in the various accounts and cannot 
be reconciled. According to the first account, the com
panions of Paul " stood speechless 11 (ix. 7); in the third, 
they" all fell to the earth 11 (xxvi. 14). The explanation, 
that they first fell to the ground and then rose up, fails 

P°' otros m fjaqTQum n\ &• /MN tMID• /8J,;,,,, n w {JatTiAl111• vlit,, n 
'Iupmj>.· 16. ;.y;. -y(ip lnro&iflil ~ &ra M 0W0. lnrtp m o~ /MN 

ira8~•·· 
1 xxvi. 14. This phrase was introduced into Act.a ix. IJ of the autho

rized version by Erasmus from the Vulgate, but it is not found there in 
any Greek KS. of the alight.est authority. 

t Cf. 4«h., Prom., 323; Agamem., 1633; Eurip., Bacch. 791 ; Pin
dar., Pyth., ii. 173; Terenl., Phorm., i. 2. 27; Plaut., True., iv. 2. 69. 
Baumgarlen, Bt1tkn, Grotiua, Hackett, Humphtt.y, Kuiflhtl, Meyer, Olalia•
ma, Overbeck, Wdakin, de Wette, Wordat001111, lie., in I. Zeller, Apg., 
p. 193, anm. 1 • 

• Gal. i. 11 ff. 
VOL. Ill. J, L 
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satisfactonly to harmonise the two statements; as does 
likewise the suggestion that the first expression is simply 
an idiomatic mode of saying that they were speedaless, 
independent of position. Then again, in the first accoont., 

it is said that the men stood speechless, "he.aring the 
voice (c:Uc~ ~ ~) but seeing oo one." 1 In 
the second we are told: "And they that were with me 
saw indeed the light ; but they heard not the voice 
(~11 """""" o1Nc ,;«OVO"mt) of him speaking to me." s 

No two statements coold be more contradictory. The 
attempt to reconcile them by explaining the verb Uov.. 
in the one place " to hear " and in the other " to under
stand" is inadmissible, because wholly arbitr.uy. It 
is quite obvious that the word is used in the same 
sense in both passages, the difference being merely the 
negath·e. In the third account, the voice is described 
as speaking " in the Hebrew tongue," 3 which was 
probably the native tongue of the companions of Paul 
from Jerusalem. If they heard the voice speaking 
Hebrew, they must have understood it. The effort 
to make the vision clearly objective, and, at the same 
time, to confine it to Paul, leads to these oomplications. 
The voice is heard, though the speaker is not seen, by 
the men, in the one story, whilst the light is seen, and 
the voice not heard, in the other, and yet it speaks in 
Hebrew according to the third, and eYen makes use 
of classical proverbs, and uses language wondrously 
similar to that of the author of Acts. 

We may remark here that Paul's Gospel was certainly 
not revealed to him upon this occasion ; and, therefore, 
the expressions in his epistles upon this subject most 
be referred to other revelations. There is, however, 

1 Act.e ix. 7. t Acta xxii. 9. • Acts xx\i. 14. 
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another curious point to be observed. Paul is not 
described as having actually seen Jesus in the vision. 
According to the first two accounts, a light shines round 
about him and he falls to the ground and hears a 
voice ; when he rises he is blind. 1 If in the third 
account, he sees the light from heaven above the 
brightness of the sun shining round about him and 
his companions,2 they equally see it, according to the 
second account.3 'rhe blindness, therefore, is miracu
lous and symbolic, for the men are not blinded by the 
light.• It is singular that Paul nowhere refers to this 
blindness in his letters. It cannot be doubted that 
the writer's purpose is to symbolise the very change 
from darkness to light, in the case of Paul, which, 
after Old Testament prophecies, is referred to in the 
words ascribed, in the third account,5 to the voice. 
Paul, thus, only sees the light which surrounds the 
glorified Jesus, but not his own person, and the identi
fication proceeds only from the statement: "I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutcst." It is true that the expression 
is strangely put into the mouth of Jesus, in the third 
account : " for I was seen by thee ( w<f>fh,v uoi) for this 
purpose," &c., 6 but the narrative excludes the actual 
sight of the speaker, and it is scarcely possible to read 
the words just quoted, and their context, without being 
struck by their incongruity. We need not indicate 
the sources of this representation of light slirouding 
the heavenly vision, so common in the Old Testament. 
Before proceeding to the rest of the account, we may 
point out in passing the similarity of the details of 
this scene to the vision of Daniel x. 7-9. 

• Acts ix. 3, 4, 8, xxii. 6, 7, 11. 
4 xxii. 11, does not refute this. 

2 xxvi. 13. 
• xxvi. 18. 

3 xxii. 9. 
• xxvi.16. 

L L 2 
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Returning, however, to the first narrative, we are told 
that, about the same time as this miracle was occurring 
to Paul, a supernatural communication was being made 
to Ananias in Damascus : ix. 10. "And to him said 
the Lord in a vision: Ananias. And he said, Behold 
I am here, Lord. 11. And the Lord said unto him : 
Rise and go to the street which is called Straight, 
and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Sau~ 
of Tarsus; for, behold he prayeth ; 12. and he saw a 
man named Ananias who came in and put his hand 
on him that he might receive sight. 13. But Ananias 
answered, Lord, I heard from many conceming this 
man, how much evil he did to thy saints in Jerusalem: 
14. And here he hath authorit.y from the chief priests 
to bind all that call on thy name. 15. But tlie Lord 
said, Go, &c. (quoted above). 17. And Ananias went 
away, and entered into the house; and having put 
his hands on him said : Brother Saul, the Lord hath 
sent me, even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the 
way by which thou earnest, that thou mightest receive 
sight and be filletl with the Holy Spirit. 18. And 
immediately there fell from his eyes as it were scales; 
and he received sight, rose up, and was baptized, and 
having ta.ken food was strengthened." 'Ve ha~.-e 

already had occasion to point out., iu connection with 
the parallelism kept up in Acts between the Apostle 
of the Gentiles and the Apostle of the Circumcision, 
that a similar double vision is narrated by th~ author 
as occurring to Peter and Cornelio~. Some further 
vision is referred to in v. 12 ; for in no form of the 
narrative of Paul's vision on the way to Damascus is 
he represented as seeing a man named Ananias coming 
to him for tlu.• purpose rlescrihcrl. l\lany que~tion~ art' 
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suggested by the story just quoted. How did Ananias 
know that Paul had authority from the chief priests 
to arrest any one? How could he argue in such a 
way with the Lord? Did he not then know that 
Jesus had appeared to Paul on the way? How did 
he get that information? Is it not an extraordinary 
thing that Paul never meniions Ananias in any of his 
letters, nor in any way refers to these miracles? \Ve 
have already referred to the symbolic nature of the 
blindness, and recovery of sight on receiving the Holy 
Spirit and being baptized, and this is rendered still 
more apparent by the statement : v. 9. "And he was 
three days without sight, and neither <lid eat nor drink." 

\Ve may further point out that in immediate con
nection with this episode Paul is represented, in the 
second account, as stating that, on going to Jerm:ialem, 
he has another vision of Jesus : xx ii. 17. " And it came 
to pass that, when I returned to Jerusalem and was 
praying in the Temple, I was in a trance, 18. and 
saw him saying unto me : Make haste, and get thee • 
quickly out of Jerusalem; for they will not receive 
thy witness concerning me. 19. And I sai<l: Lord, 
they th~mselves know that I w~ wont to imprison 
and beat in every synagogue them that believe on 
thee. 20. And when the blood of Stephen, thy witness, 
was shed, I also was standing by and consenting, an1l 
keeping the garments of them that slew him. 21. And 
he said unto me : Go, for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Ge11tiles." It seems impossible, considering 
the utter silence of Paul, that the apparition to which 
he refers can have spoken to him at length as described 
upon these occa~iums. 1 "' c l1ave elsewhere remarked 

1 Keim, Jesu v. Nazai·a, ill . .H2 
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that there is not the slightest evidence in his own or 
other writings connecting Stephen with Paul, and it 
may be appropriate to add here that, supposing him 
to have been present when the martyr exclaimed: "Lo, 
I behold the heavens opened, aud the Son of Man 
standing 011 the right hand of God," 1 it is singular that 
he does not name him as one of those by whom Jesus 
"was seen." 

To resume this discussion, however : we have already 
shown that the statements of the Acts regarding Paul's 
conduct after this alleged yision are distinctly in con
tradiction with the statements of Paul. The explana
tion here given of the cause of Paul's leaving 
Jerusalem, moreover, is not in agreement with Acts 
ix. 29 f., and much less with Gal. i. 20 ff. The three 
narratives themselves are full of irreconcilable differences 
and incongruities, which destroy all reasol!able con
fidence in any substantial basis for the story. It is 
evident that the three narratives are from the same 

• pen, and betray the composition of the author of 
Acts.1 They cannot be regarded as true history.3 The 
hand of the composer is very apparent in the lavish 
use of the miraculous, so characteristic of the whole work. 

I vii. 66. 
2 Zeller, Apg., p. 399 ff. ; LfkebuMli, Apg., p. 125 f., 129 f. ; ~1', 

zu de Wette, Apg., p. 139; DaoiiUon, Int. N. T., ii. p. 235. 
1 Bat1r, Paulus. i. p. 70 tr.; G/rGrtr, Die beil. Sage, i. p. 412 ff.; Hil

gtnftld, Zeitscbr. wisa. Theol. 1864, p. lM ff.; Rol,1tm, Zum Ev. Paul., 
u. s. w., p. 34 ff. ; Meijboom, Jezus' Opet.anding, p. 99 ff.; Overbeck, m de 
W. Apg., p. 132 ff.; Rtnan, Les Ap0tres, p. li8 ff.; Srlirader, Der Ap. 
Paulus, v. p. ~29 (.; Straatman, Paulus, p. ti ff.; Wtbtr u. Holtzmat111., 
Oeecb. V. lsr., ii. p . .540 ff. ; Ztlkr, Apg., p. 191 ff. Cf. Da~W.-. Int. 
N. T., ii. p. 246 ff.; Ewald, Oesch. V. Isr., vi. p. 345 ff.; Haiuratli, Der 
Ap. Paulus, p. 125 ff.; in Schenkel's B. L., iv. p. 416 ff.; M~, Apg., 
p. 132 f, ; .~Jmeckenburgv, Apg., p. 167 ff., 180 ff. 
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It is worth while to catalogue the supernatural incidents 
of this episode. 1 The vision ; 2 Companions hearing 
the voice but seeing no man, or not hearing the voice 
but seeing the light ; 3 Paul's blindness; 4 Vision 
of Ananias; 5 Restoration of sight to Paul; 6 Trance 
of Paul in Jerusalem. Such a nan-ative cannot be 
received in evidence. 

The whole of the testimony before us, then, simply 
amounts to this : Paul believed that he had seen Jesus 
some years after his death : there is no evidence that be 
ever saw him during his life.1 He states that he had 
" received " that he was seen by various other persons, 
hut he does not give the slightest information as to 
who told him, or what reasons he had for believing 
the statements to be correct. And still less does 
he narrate the particulars of the alleged appearances 
or even of his own vision. Although we have no 
detailed statements of these extraordinary phenomena, 
we may assume that, as Paul himself believed that 
he had seen Jesus, certain other people of the 
circle of his disciples likewise believed that they had 
seen the risen Master. The whole of the evidence 
for the Resurrection reduces itself to an undefined 
belief on the part of a few persons, in a noto
riously superstitious age, that after Jesus had died 
and been buried they had seen him alive. These 
visions, it is admitted, occurred at a time of the most 
intense religious excitement, and under circumstances 
of wholly exceptional mental agitation and distress. 
The wildest alternations of fear, doubt, hope and 

1 Ebrard, Wiss. Kr. ev. Geach., p. 719, anm. 13; Ewald, Geach. V. 
!Rr., vi. p. 70 f. ; Hilgenfeld, Zeitschr. wi8s. Th., 1864, p. 184 f. ; Einl., 
p. 219; Pflt:idtrer, Paulinismus, p. 304' anm. ; Renan, Lee Ap6tres, 
l'· 173, 210 if.; Strama, Leb. Jesu, p. 276. 
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indefinite expedation added their effects to oriental 
im8cainations already excited by indignation at the 
fate of their Master, and sorrow or despair at such a 
dissipation of their Messianic dreams. There was 
present every element of intelledual and moral dis
turbance. Now ruust we seriously ask again whether 
this Lare aud wholly uujustified belief can he accepted 
as satisfactory evidence for so astounding a miracle 
as the Resurrection ? Can the belief of such men, 
in such an age, establish the reality of a phenomenon 
which contradicts universal experience? It comes to us 
in the form of bare belief from the Age of Miracles, un
supported by facts, uncorroborated by evidence, unac
companied by proof of investigation, and unprovided 
with material for examination. What is such belief 
worth ? 'Ve have no .hesitation in saying that it is 
absolutely worth nothing. 

'Ve might here well bring our inquiry to a close, 
for we have no further e\·idence to deal with. The 
problem, however, is so full of interest that we cannot 
yet lay it down, and although we must restrain our 
argument within certain rigid limits, and wholly refr.iiu 
from entering into regions of mere speculation, we 
may further discuss the origin and nature of the 
liclicf iu the Resurrection. Recognizing the fact that, 
although its nature and extent are very indefinite, 
there existed an undoubted belief that, after his death, 
.Jesus was seen alive ; the argument is advancctl 
that there must have been a real basis for this belief. 
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" The existence of a Christian society," says an 
apologetic writer, "is the first and (if rightly viewed) 
the final proof of the historic truth of the miracle on 
which it was founded. It may indeed be said that 
the Church was founded upon the belief in the 
Resurrection, and not upon the Resurrection itself: 
and that the testimony must therefore be limited to 
the attestation of the belief, and cannot reach to the 
attestation of the fact. But belief expressed in action 
is for the most part the strongest evidence which 
we can have of any historic event. Unless, therefore, 
it can be shown that the origin of the apostolic 
belief in the Resurrection, with due regard to the 
fulness of its characteristic form, and the breadth 
and rapidity of its propagation can be satisfactorily 
explained on other grounds, the belief itself is a 
sufficient proof of the fact." 1 'l'his is obviously Paley's 
argument of the Twelve men 2 in a condensed form. 
Belief in action may be the shongest evidence which 
we can have of any historic event; but when the 
historic event happens to be an event in religious 
history, and au astounding miracle like the Resur
rection, such bare cvi<lence, emanating from such an 
age, is uot very strong evidence, after all. The 
breadth and rapidity of its propagation absolutely 
prove nothing but belief in the report of those who 
believed ; although it is very far from evident that 
people embraced Christianity from a rational belief 
in the Resurrection. No one pretends that the 
Gentiles who believed made a preliminary exami
nation of the truth of the Resurrection. If breadth 

• JJ'eatcott, The Gosp9l of the Resurrection, 3rd ed., p. lOG f. 
' Evidoucc11 and Hone Paulin.re, c<l. Pott.a, ts.:;o, p. 6. 
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and rapidity of propagation be taken as sufficient 
proof of the trnth of facts, we might consider Budd
hism and Mabomedanism as sarisf'act.orily attested 
creeds. There could not be a greater fallacy than 
the supposition that the origin of a belief must be 
explained upon other grounds, or that belief itself 
accepted as a sufficient proof of the fact asserted. 
The truth or falsehood of any allegation is determined 
by a balance of eYid~uce, and the t·ritic is no more 
bound to account for the formation of erroneous belief 
than be is bound to believe because be may not, after 
a great lapse of time, be able so dearly to demonstrate 
the particular manner in which that erroneous belief 
originated, that any other mode is definitely excluded. 
The belief that a dead man rose from the dead and 
appeared to several persons alive is at once disposed 
of upon abstract grounds. 'fhe alleged occurrence is 
contrary to universal experience ; but on the other 
hand the prevalence of defective observation, mistaken 
inference, self-deception and credulity, any of which 
might lead to such belief, are only too well known to 
it. Is it necessary to define which peculiar form of 
error is present in every false belief, before, with this 
immense preponderance of evidence &oo-ainst it, we 
finally reject it? We think not. Any explanation 
consistent with universal experience must be adopted, 
rather t11an a belief which is contradictory to it. 

'l'hl're are two theories which have been advanced 
to explain the origin of the apostolic belief in the 
Hesurrection, to which we may now briefly refer; but 
it must be clearly understood that the suggestion of 
an explanation is quite apart from our examination of 
the actual evidence for the Resurrection. Fifty ex-
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planations might be offered and be considered unsatis
factory without in the least degree altering the fact, 
that the testimony for the final miracle of Christianity 
is totally insufficient, and that the allegation that it 
actually occurred cannot be maintained. The first 
explanation, adopted by some able critics, is that 
Jesus did not really die on the cross, but being taken 
down alive, and his body being delivered to friends, 
he subsequently revived. In support of this theory, 
it is argued that Jesus is represented by the Gospels 
as expiring after having been but three to six hours 
upon the cross, which would have been an un
precedentedly rapid death. It is affirmed that only 
the bands and not the feet were nailed to the cross. 
The crurifragium, not usually accompanying crucifixion, 
is dismissed as unknown to the three Synoptists, and 
only inserted by the fourth Evangelist for dogmatic 
reasons, and of course the lance-thrust disappears 
with the leg-breaking. Thus the apparent death was 
that profound faintness which might well fall upon 
such an organization after some hours of physical and 
mental agony on the cross, following the continued 
strain and fatigue of the previous night. As soon 
as he had sufficiently recovered, it is supposed that 
Jesus visited his disciples a few times to re-assure 
them, but with precaution on account of the Jews, and 
was by them believed to have risen from the dead, 
as indeed he himself may likewise have supposed, 
reviving as he had done from the faintness of death.1 

1 (ljrorer, who maintains the theory of a Scheintod with great ability, 
thinks that Jesus had believers amongst the rulers of the Jews, who, 
although they could not shield him from the opposition against him, still 
hoped to save him from death. J~seph, a rich mt111, found the means of 
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Seeing, however, that his death had set the crown 
upon his work, the Master withdrew into impenetrable 
obscurity and was heard of uo more. 

'Ve have given but the baldest outline of this theory; 
for it woulJ occupy too much space to represent it 
adequately and show the ingenuity with which it is worked 
out, and the very considerable support wl1ich it receivl'S 
from statements in the Gospels, and from inferences 
deducible from them. 'Ve do not ourselves adopt this 
explanation, although it must be clearly repeated that, 
were the only alternative to do so, or to fall back upon 
the hypothesis of a miracle, we should consider it prefer
able. A serious objection brought ~aainst the theory 
seems to Le, that it is not natural to suppose thali after 
such intense and protracted fatigue and anxiety fol
lowed by the most cruel agony on the cross, agony 
both of soul and hody,1 el}ding in unconsciousness only 
short of death, Jesus could within a short period have 
presented himself to his disciples with such an aspect 
as could have conveyed to them the impression of 

doing so. Ile prepared the new sepulchre close to the place of execution 
to be at hand-begged the body from Pilate-the immenee quantity of 
spices bought by Nicodemus being merely to distnct the attention oltlae 
Jewe-and Jesus being quickly carried to the sepulchre, was restored to 
life by their efforUi. lie interprets the famous vel'll8 John xx. Ii curi
ously. The expression: "I have not yet ascendt.-d to my Father and your 
1''11.ther," &c., he ta'kee as meaning simply the act of dying: "going to 
heaven," and the reply of Jesus is fquivalent to: "Touch me not, for I 
am still flesh and blood-I 1tm not yet dead." Jesus sees hisdi.eciples ouly 
a few times mysteriously. nnd ooliel'ing that he had IMlt the final -1 to the 
truth of his work by his death, he then l"f'tires into impenetrable gloom. 
Das Heiligthum und die W&hrheit, }>. 107 ff., p. 231 ff. 

1 Houten remarks that the cry put into the mouth of Jesns on the 
Cross, iu the first and second Synoptica : " My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me? "if genuine, can scarcely be othenriac historically 
couceived than as a liut surrender of his last hope that God's will would 
not continue bis sufferings even unto death. Zum Ev. des Paulus a. 
l'etr., p. 227. 
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victory over death by the Prince of Life. He must 
still, it is urged, have presented the fresh traces of 
suffering and weakness little calculated to inspire them 
with the idea of divine power and glory. This is 
partly, but not altogether, true. There is no evidence, 
as we shall presently show, that the appearances of 
Jesus occurred so soon as is generally represented ; 
and, in their astonishment at again seeing the Master 
whom they supposed to be deac.1, the disciples could 
not have been in a state minutely to remark the signs 
of suffering,1 then probably, with the power of a mind 
like that of Jesus over physical weakness, little ap
parent. Time and imagination would doubtless soon 
have effaced from their minds any such impressions, 
and left only the belief that he had risen from the 
dead to develop and form the Christian doctrine. 
A more powerful objection seems to us the disappear
ance of Jesus. We cannot easily persuade ourselves 
that such a teacher could have renounced his work 
and left no subsequent trace of his existence. Still, 
it must be admitted that many explanations might 
be offered on this head, the most obvious being that 
death, whether as the result of the terrible crisis 
through which he had passed, or from some other 
cause, may soon after have ensued. 'Ve repeat, how
ever, that we neither advance this explanation nor 
think it worth while to discuss it seriously, not because 
we think it untenable, although we do not adopt it, 
but because we consider that there is another explana
tion of the origin of belief in the Resurrection which 

1 The repeated at.atemeut in the Gospold that the women and his dis
ciples did not at first recogni?..e the risen Jesna, are quoted in connection 
with thi" point. 
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is better, and which is in our opinion the true one. 
We ruea~ that which is usually called the " vision
hypothesis." 

The phenomenon which has to be accounted for 
is the apostolic belief that, after he bad been dead 
and buried, Jesus "was seen" (~) by certain 
persons. The explanation which we offer, and which 
has long been adopted in various forms by able 
critics, 1 is, that doubtless Jesus was seen, but the 
vision was not real "and objective, but illusory and 
subjective ; that is to say : Jesus was not himself 
seen, but only a representation of Jesus within the 
minds of the beholders. This explanation not only 
does not impeach the veracity of those who affirmed 
that t.hey had seen Jesus, but, accepting to a certain 
extent a subjective truth as the basis of the belief, 
explains upon well-known and natural principles the 
erroneous inference deduced from the subjective vision. 
It seems to us that the points to be determined are 
simple and obvious : Is it possible for a man to 
mistake subjective impressions for objective occur-
1·ences ? Is it possible that any considerable number 
of persons can at the same time receive similar 
subjective impressions and mistake them for objective 
facts? If these questions can be answered affirmatively, 

1 Ewald, Geach. V. Ier., vi. p. 68 ff. ; Hollkn, Zum Ev. Paulus, u. e. 
w., p. 117 ff., tt pauim; H. Lang, Protestant.en Bibel, N. T. 1874, 
p. 670 ff.; Meijboom, Jezue' Opetanding, p. 99 ff., 162 ff.; Noack, 
Die Aufereteh. d. Gekreuzigten im Lichte heut. Wise., 1861, p. 133 
ff. ; Urepr. d. Christ. , ii. p. 274 f.; Renan, Vie de Jesus, p. 448 ff.; 
Les Ap0tres, p. 10 ff.; Reville, La Resurrection de J. C., p. 11 ff.; 
Strauaa, Leh. Jesu, p. 295 ff. ; Zeller, Apg., p. 196 ff. Cf. Krii!P"
l'elth~en, Leh. Jesu, p. 263 ff.; Scholte11, Het Ev. n. Joh., p. 346 ff.; 
;;,'kmar, Die Evangelien, p. 612 ff. ; Die Bel. Jesu, p. 86 ff., 108 ; 

ebe,o "· Boltzmann, Geech. V. Ier., p. 264 ff. ; Wtia.e, Die O't'. Goech., 
p. 438. 
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and it can be shown that the circumstances, the 
characters, the constitution of those who believed in 
the first instance, favoured the reception of such 
subjective impressions, and the deduction of erroneous 
inferences, it must be admitted that a satisfactory ex
planation can thus be given of the apostolic belief, on 
other grounds than the reality of a miracle opposed 
to universal experience. 

No sooner is the first question formulated than it be
comes obvious to every one who is acquainted with 
psychological and physiological researches, or who bas 
even the most elementary knowledge of the influence of 
the mind upon the body, that it must at once be answered 
in the affirmative. Indeed the affirmation that subjective 
impressions, in connection with every sense, can be 
mistaken for, and believed to be, actual objective effects, 
is so trite that it seems almost superfluous to make it. 
Every reader must be well acquainted with illustrations 
of the fact. The only difficulty is to deal authoritatively 
with such a point within moderate compass. 'Ve 
must limit ourselves to the sense of sight. " 'fhere 
are abundant proofs," says Sir Benjamin Brodie, 
" that impressions may be made in the brain by other 
causes simulating those which are made on it by 
external objects through the medium of the organs of 
sense, thus producing false perceptions, which may, 
in the first instance, and before we have had time to 
reflect on the subject, be mistaken for realities." 1 The 
limitation hete introduced: " before we have had time 
to reflect on the subject," is of course valid in the 
case of those whose reason is capable of rejecting the 
false perceptions, whether on the ground of natural 

1 Psychological Inquiries, ISM, p. 78; cf. i9 ff. 
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law or of probability; but, in anyone ignorant of natural 
law, familiar with the idea of supernatural agency 
and the occurrence of miraculous events, it is obvious, 
reflection, if reflection of a sceptical kind can even 
be assumed, would have little chance of arriving at 
any true discrimination of phenomena. Speaking of 
the nervous system and its functions, and more im
mediately of the relation of the Cerebrum to the 
Sensorium and the production of spectral illusions, 
Dr. Carpenter says, in his work on the "Principles of 
Mental Physiology," which is well worth the study 
of those interested in the question we are discussing: 
" Still stronger evidence of the same associated action 
of the Cerebrum and Sensorium, is furnished by the 
stu1ly of the phenomena designated as Spectral mu.-;ioos. 
'fhcse are clearly sensorial states not excited by e.1-
krnal ohjects ; and it is also clear that they frequently 
orihrinate in cerebral changes, since they represent 
creations of the mind, and are not mere reproductions 
of past sensations." Dr. Carpenter refers in illustration 
to a curious illusion to which Sir John Herschel was 
subject, " in the shape of the im·olunt.ary occurrence 
of Yisual impressions, into which Geometrical regularity 
of form enters as the leading character. These were 
not of the nature of those ocular Spectra which may 

Le attributed with probability to retiual changes." 1 

Dr. Carpc11kr then continues: "\\·e have ltere not a 
rcprcxluction of sensorial impressions formerly re
cei ,·ed ; hut a rmMfructiCm of uerc forms, by a process 
which, if it had been carried on coosciotMl!J, we shoot.I 
have called imagination. And it is difficult to see 

l Sir .John Hencbel gifte a run attlOUDt of them in hia •• Popalar Lec
t u"'9 on &ientifi<' ~ul~f't'tto." {Paldy, ll'bestl'I'. A Co., lSit>) p. 4o:! a. 
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how it is to be accounted for in any other way, than 
by an unconscious action of the cerebrum ; the pro
ducts of which impress themselves on the sensorial 
consciousness, just as, in other cases, they express them
selves through the motor apparatus." 1 The illusions de
scribed by Sir John Herschel who, as he himself says, 
was " as little visionary as most people " should be 
referred to. 

Of the production of sensations by ideas there can be 
no possible doubt 2 and, consequently, as little of the 
realisation by the person in whom they are produced of 
subjective impressions exactly as though they were ob
jective. With regard to false perceptions, Dr. Carpenter 
says : " It has been shown that the action of iaeational 
states upon the Sensorium can modify or even pro
duce sensatians. But the action of pre-existing states of 
:Mind is still more frequently shown in modifying the in
terpret,ation which we put upon our sense-impressions. 
For since almost every such interpretation is an act of 
Judgment based upon experience, that judgment will 
vary according to our mental condition at the time 
it is delivered ; and will be greatly affected by any 
dominant idea or feeling, so as even t.o occasion a 
complete mis-interpretation of the objective source of 
the sense-impression, as often occurs in what is 
termed 'absence of mind.' 'fhe following case, men
tioned by Dr. Tuke 3 as occurring within his own 
knowledge, affords a good example of this fallacy :
'A lady was walking one day from Penryn to Falmouth, 
and her mind being at that time, or recently, occupied 
by the subject of drinking-fountains, thought she saw 

1 Principles of Mento.I Physiology, 4th ed., 1876, p. 113 f. 
2 lb., p. 1.55 ff. > ln6.uonce of the Mind 011 the Body, p. H. 

VOL. Ill. MM 

Digitized by Goog I e 



630 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. 

in the road a newly-erected fountain, and even dis
tinguished an inscription upon it, namely-" If any 
11ian t!tirst let ltim come unto me and drink." Some 
time afterwards, she mentioned the fact with pleasure 
to the daughters of a gentleman who was supposed 
to have erected it. They expressed their surprise 
at her statement, and assured her that she must be 
quite mistaken. Perplexed with the contradiction be
tween the testimony of her senses and of those who 
would have been aware of the fact had it been true, 
and feeling that she could not have . been deceived 
("for seeing is believing "), she repaired to the spot, 
and found to her astonishment that no drinking
fountain was in existence-only a few scattered stones, 
which had formed the foundation upon which the 
suggestion of an expectant imagination had built the 
superstructure. The subject having previously occupied 
her attention, these sufficed to form, not only a definite 
erection, but one inscribed by an appropriate motto 
corresponding to the leading idea.' " 1 

". c may give as another illustration an illusion which 
prcsettt<>d iti;elf to Sir ".alter Scott. 2 He had been 
reading, shortly after the death of Lord Byron, an 
account in a publication professing to detail tbe habits 
and opinions of the poel As Scott had been intimate 
with Lord Byron he was deeply interested in the 
publication, which contained some particulars relative 
to himself and other friends. " Their sittinO'-room 

0 

opened into an entrance ball, rather fant~callv fitted 
up with articles of annour, skins of wild ~imals, 
aud the like. It was when laying down bis book, 

l ('.,~,"'. lb •• 206 f. 
1 It id lilewiee quoted by Dr. Cupenter. p. 20; f. 
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and passing into this hall, through which the moon 
was beginning to shine, that the individual of whom 
I speak saw, right. before him, and in a standing 
posture, the exact representation of his departed 
friend whose recollection had been so strongly brought 
to his imagination. He stopped for a single moment, 
so a.'l to notice the wonderful accuracy with which 
fancy had impressed upon the bodily eye the peculiari
ties of dress and posture of the illustrious poet. 
Sensible, however, of the delusion, he felt no senti
ment save that of wonder at the extraordinary accuracy 
of the resemblance, and stepped onward towards the 
figure, which resolved itself, as he approached, into 
the various materials of which it was composed. 
'fhese were merely a sc,Teen, occupied by great-coats, 
shawls, plaids and such other articles as u:mally are 
found in a country entrance-hall. The spectator re
turned to the spot from which he had seen the 
illusion, and endeavoured, with all his power, to 
recall the image which had been so singularly vivid. 
But this was beyond his capacity,'' &c.1 Although 
Sir Walter Scott might be sensible of the delusion, 
it may be more than doubted whether, in the first 
century of om· era, such an apparition proceeding 
from or connected with religious agitation of mind 
would have been considered so. 

Dr. Abercrombie 2 mentions many instances of spectral 
illusions, " some of the most auth\-'1ltic facts " relating to 
which he classes under the head of " intense mental con
ceptions so strongly impre1sed upon the mind as, for 
the moment, to be believed to have a real existence." 

1 Demonology and Wit.choraft, 1868, Letter i. p. 37 f. 
' Inquiries concerning the Intellectual Powers, 19th ed., p. 274 ff. 

ll ll 2 
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We cannot, however, venture to quote illustrations.1 

Dr. Hibbert, in whose work on Apparitions many 
interesting instances are to be found, thus conclud~ 
his consideration of the conditions which lea<l to such 
illusions : " I have at length concluded my obser
vations on what may be considered as the leading 
mental laws which are connected with the origin of 
spectral impressions. 'fhe general inference to be 
drawn from them is,-that Appan'tions are notlu"ng 
rrwre than m<Yrbt'd symptoms, which are t'ndica.tt"ve of 
an z'ntense excitement of the renovated feeli"ngs of the 
mind." 2 Subjective visions, believed to have had 
objective reality, abound in the history of the world. 
'fhey are familiar to all who have read the lives of 
the Saints, and they have accompanied the progress 
of Christianity in various forms from the trances of 
Montanism to the vision of the " Immaculate Con
cepp~ " in the Grotto of Lourdes. 

If.we turn to the inquiry whether a similar subjective 
impression can be received by many persons at one time 
aud be mistaken by them for an objective reality, an 
equally certain reply in the affirmative must unhesitat
ingly be given. The contagiousness of emotion is well 
known,8 and the rapidity with which panic, for instance, 
spreads from a single individual to the mass is remarked 
every day. 'fhe most trifling incident, unseen by more 
than a few and, therefore, more pliant in the imagination 

• F:very one t'(lmombers tho case of Luther and his visions of tho 
Dovil. 

t Sketches of the Philosophy of Apparitions, by Samuel Hibbert, :t.l.D., 
F.R.S.E., 2nd od., 1825, p. 375. 

3 Wo mi~ht point in illustration to tho use of" Tongues" in the C-0rin· 
thian Church, whore tho cou~>iousne;;s of the ecstatic etat.o is e.xompli
ticd. 1 Co1-. xiv. 23, 26 ff. 
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of the many, has instantaneously convinced multitudes 
of the most erroneous inferences. \Ve need not refer, 
moreover, to the numerous religious and other mental 
epidemics which have swept over ~he face of the world, 
infecting society with the wildest delusions. From Mon
tanism to camp meetings and revivals in our own day, it 
has been demonstrated that religious excitement and do
minant ideas have spread with astonishing rapidity and 
power amongst the circles in which they have arisen. In 
certain states of nervous expectation, false impressions are 
instantaneously transmitted from one to another in a reli
gious assembly. Dr. Carpenter says : " Moreover, if not 
only a single individual, but several persons should be 
'possessed'. by one and the same idea or feeling, the same 
misinterpretation may be made by all of them ; and in 
such a case the concurrence of their testimony does not 
add the least strength to it.-Of this we have a good ex
ample in the following occurrence cited by Dr. Tuke, as 
showing the influence of a ' dominant idea ' in falsifying 
the perceptions of a number ·of persons at once :-' During 
the conflagration at the Crystal Palace in the winter of 
1866-67, when the animals were destroyed by the fire, it 
was supposed that the Chimpanzee had succeeded in es
caping from his cage. Attracted to the roof, with this 
expectation in full force, men saw the unhappy animal 
holding on to it, and writhing in agony to get astride one 
of the iron ribs. It need not be said that its struggles 
were watched by those below with breathless. suspense, 
and as the newspapers informed us ' with sickening dread.' 
But there was no animal whatever there ; and all this 
feeling was thrown away upon a tattered piece Of blind, 
so torn as to resemble to the eye of fancy, the body, 
arms, and legs of an ape I' (Op. cit., p. 44.) Another 
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example of a like influence affecting several individuals 
simultaneously in a similar manner is mentioned by Dr. 
Hibbert in his well-known Treatise on Apparitions :-' A 
whole ship's compaey was thrown into the utmost con
sternation by the apparition of a cook who had died a few 
days before. He was distinctly seen w~lking a-head of 
the ship, with a peculiar gait by which he was distin
guished when alive, through having one of his l~as shorter 
than the other. On steering the ship towards the object, 
it was found to be a piece of floating wreck.' Many 
similar cases might be referred to, in which the imagina
tion has worked up into ' apparitions' some common-place 
objects, which it has invest,ed with attributes derived 
from the previous Mental stare of the. observer ; and the 
belief in such an apparition as a reality, which usually 
exists in such cases, unless antagonized by an effort 
of the reason, constitutes a delusion." 1 

We must maintain indeed that a number of persons 
assembled under the influence of strong similar ideas, and 
excited by the same active religious emotion are more 
likely to be atfccred by similar subjective impressions to 
the extent of believing them to be objective than one or two 
would be. ~he excitement of each act.a upon the whole 
body, and is itself increased by reaction from the aggre
gate emotion. Each receives impressions from the other, 
"·hich are vividly felt even without being verified by per
sonal experience. The most nervous t,emperament in the 
assembly gives the final impetus to the excited imagina
tion of the rest. In moments of supreme expectation and 
doubt, enthusiasm overcomes reason. If one man see, if 
one mail hear, the mental impression is credited with an 
objective cause, even when unfelt by others, and then a 

1 Principles of ~ental Phyaiology, 1876, p. 208 f. 
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similar impression is soon canied from the brain to the 
sensorium of all. 'fhis does not involve the supposition 
of a diseased mind in or<linary cases, and in the instances 
which we have in view the false perceptions were, 
obviously, determined and encouraged by foregone con
clusions of a nature rarely possible and, when existing, 
rarely resisted. " There are many persons," adds Dr. 
Carpenter, " quite sane upon ordinary matters, ~nd even 
(it may he) distinguished by some special form of ability, 
who are yet affected with what the writer once heard 
Mr. Carlyle term a 'diluted insanity;' allowing their minds 
to become so completely 'possessed' by 'dominant ideas,' 
that their testimony as to what they declare themselves 
to have witnessed-even when several individuals con
cur in giving exactly the same account of it-must be 
regarded as utterly untrustworthy." 1 

That subjective impressions can, in the opinion of 
eminent apologists, be recorded by an Evangelist as 
objective reality, we have already pointed out in con
nection with the statement of the first. Synoptist, that 
"Many" bodies of the saints were raised; and they came 
out of the sepulchres after his resunection and appeared 
unto many." (xxvii. 52 f.) Dean Milman and Canon 
Farrar explain this by the supposition that the earth
quake "seemed to have filled the air with ghostly visit
ants, who after Christ had risen appeared to linger in 
the Holy City." 2 It follows as a logical consequence 
that, as this subjective impression felt by many at once is 
described in the Gospel as objective, these writers not 
only admit the possibility of such a mistake on the part 

1 Principles of Mental Physiology, 1876, p. 209. 
2 Farrar, J,ife of Chl'ist, ii. p. 4 }!) ; ftlilman, lliat. of Christianity, i. 

336 f. Passages quoted p. 426. 
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of the observers, but that the Gospel, in adopting that 
mistake, may be suspected of a similar course in recording 
the appearances of Jesus. 

w· e have thus replied to the question whether the 
''vision hypothesis" could explain the belief of five 
hundred, or even of eleven persons who supposed they 
had seen Jesus at once, and we do not think that any 
one who seriously considers the Age, and the circwn
stances under which the phenomenon is alleged to have 
occurred, can doubt that such belief could very easily 
have resulted from merely subjective impressions. Before 
going further into the discussion of the matter, however, 
we must again, with a little more minuteness, call atten
tion to the date of the actual statements upon which the 
whole argument turns. The Apostle Paul writes about 
a quarter of a century after the time when it is said 
that Jesus " was seen " by those whom he names. 
\Vhatever opinion may be formed as to the amount 
of information obtained by Paul during the visit he 
paid to Jerusalem for the purpose of making the ac
quaintance of Peter, it is undeniable that some years 
had elapsed between the time when Jesus is supposed 
to have been seen and the time when Paul could have 
received information regarding these appearances from 
any of the Apostles. If we date the death of Jesus 
in the year 33, almost the latest date assigned to 
it by any eminent critic, and the conversion of Paul 
about A.D. 38-40, 1 it will be remembered that the 

1 The Chronicon Paecbale dates it 42; and the following critica date it aa 
noted: Mkliaelia, about 37? Kuirwel, 40; Hrinrir/111, 37 P Eichhorn, 37 or 
38; Hug, 35; Schmidt, 41; Berlhcldt, 40; FrilmO«f', 36-; Winer, 38 !' 
tk Welte, 37 or 38; Schott, 37; Schrader, 39; Anger, 38? Wine/er, 40; 
EtL·nld, 38; Meyer, 35. Wiueltr, Chronologie dee apoat. Zeitaltera, 1848, 
Chronologiilche Tabelle; Meyer, Apg., p. 24. 
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Apostle himself states that he did not go to Jerusalem 
till three years after, which brings us to A.o .• 41-43 as 
the earliest time when Paul first came in personal contact 
with Peter and James. He did not go up to Jerusalem 
again for fourteen years after that, and we have no 
reason for believing that he met any of the Apostles 
in the interval, but the contrary, from his own account 
of that second visit, Gal. ii. 2. He could not, therefore, 
have heard anything of the appearances of Jesus :even 
from Peter and James till some eight to ten years after 
they had taken place. From the other Apostles, in all 
probability, he cannot have heard anything till nearly 
twenty years had elapsed since they supposed they. haJ 
seen Jesus. 

Where did he get his information regarding the 500 
brethren at once ? From whom did he get it? If the 
supposed appearance took place, as so many suppose, in 
Galilee, the date of his information is still more uncer
tain. If, on the other hand, it occurred in Jerusalem, 
whilst so many of the numbers were visitors only, it is 
obvious that the greater part must subsequently have left 
the Holy City and become scattered to their respective 
homes. The difficulty of obtaining information from more 
than a few of the 500 becomes obvious. In any case, 
from no authority which we are entitled to assume could 
Paul have been minutely informed of these appearances 
less than eight to ten years after they occurred, and then 
of the vision of the Eleven, ouly from one of the number 
to whom the first vision occurred. Now, no one who 
considers the operation of memory, even in persons of 
more than usual sobriety of imagination, dealing with cir
cumstances not likely to be exaggerated or distorted by 
feeling in the course of time, can douLt that, in ten years, 
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all the circumstances of such occ.asions, amidst whic11 
much excitement certainly prevailed, most ha"Ve as
sumed a very different aspect from what they originally 
bore. We may be permitted to quote a few words on 
this suhject : " Though we are accustomed to speak of 
memory as if it consisted in an e.xad. reproduction of past 
states of Consciousness, yet experience is continually 
showing us that this reproduction is very often iner,ad7 

through the modification which the ' trace' has undergone 
in the interval Sometimes the trace has been partially 
obliterated ; and what remains may serve to give a very 
erroneous (because imperfect) view of the occurrence . 
. . . . And where it is one in which our own Feelings 
are interested, we are extremely apt to lose sight of what 
goes against them, so that the representation given by 
Memory is altogether one-sided. This is continually 
demonstrated by the entire dissimilarity of the accounts 
of the same occurrence or conversation, which shall be 
given by two or more parties concerned in it, even when 
the matter is fresh in their minds, and they are honestly 
desirous of telling the truth. And this diversity will 
usuaJJy become still more pronounced with the lapse of 
time : the trace becoming gradually but unconsciously mo
dified by the habitual course of thought and feeling; so 
that when it is so acted on after a lengthened interval as 
to bring up a reminiscence of the original occurrence, 
that-reminiscence really represents, not the actual occur
rence, but the modified trace of it." 1 This is specially 
likely to occur where, as in our case, there were Old Tes
tament prophecies supposed to describe minutely the 
sufferings, death, and resurrection of the Messiah, to 

furnish lines which the transformation of memory must 

1 Ct1rpenfer, Principles of Mental Physiology, 1Si6, p. 456. 
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insensibly follow. Unconsciously, we may be certain, 
the misty outlines of the original transaction would 
acquire consistency and take form according to the 
tenor of so infallible an index. It would require a Jlle
mory of iron and of more than stubborn doggedness to 
resist the unobtrusive influence of supposed prophecies. 
Be it clearly understood that we speak of an unconscious 
process, which is perfectly consistent with complete belief 
that the transformed trace exactly represent.a what origi
nally took place. 

But adhering more closely to the point before us, 
can we suppose that the account which Paul received of 
these appearances, after that lapse of time, was a per
fectly sober and unwarped description of what actually 
took place? We think not. Is it possible that the vision 
of the 500, for instance, had escaped the maturing influ
ence of time? or that of the Eleven ? We believe that 
it is not possible. However, Paul does not give a single 
detail, and consequently this argument mainly affects the 
abstract value of all such evidence whether at first or 
second hand, but it likewise makes more vague the ori
ginal transaction, so indefinitely sketched for us, which 
we have to explain. What was it the 500 really saw? 
"Jesus," says the report matured by time; and modem 
divines taking the statement in its most objective sense, 
demand an explanation of the unknown phenomenon 
which led 500 to believe that they actually saw the risen. 
Master. Did the 500 originally think anything of the 
kind? 'Vhat impression did the individuals receive 1 Did 
any two receive precisely the same impressions? 'fhere 
is not the slightest evidence that they did. Although Paul 
gives the most meagre report of these appearances that 
could well be conceived, it must be remembered that the 
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impression made upon his own mind was not by the 
events themselves, but by the narrative of the events re
counted at least eight or ten years afterwards. There can 
be po doubt that, earlier, Paul the persecutor must also 
frequently have heard of the Resurrection, and of alleged 
occasions when Jesus had been seen after bis death and 
burial, from persecuted members of the Christian com
munity, but beyond the undefined certainty of this we 
are not entitled to go. That what he heard must have re
ceived warmth of colouring from the fire of persecution is 
most probable. Of this, however, we shall speak presently. 

It is not necessary further to enlarge upon the super
sti tion of the age of which we write. We have else
where quoted the opinion of an orthodox divine and 
Hebrew scholar on the character of the Jewish people 
about that period. "Not to be more tedious, therefore, 
in this matter," he says, "let two things only be 
observed : i. That the nation under the second Temple, 
was given to magical arts beyond measure ; and ii. 
'l'hat it was given to an easiness of believing all manner 
of delusions beyond measure." 1 And again: " It is a 
disputable case whether the Jewish nation were more mad 
with superstition in matters of religion, or with supersti
tion in curious arts." 2 Even supposing the Twelve to 
have been men of superior intelligence to most of their 
fellow countrymen of the period, it cannot reasonably be 
.questioned that they were " men of like passions '' and 
failings with the rest, and that, as were the most eminent 
men of all countries for centuries after, they were ignorant 
of the true order of nature, full of superstitious ideas 
regarding cosmical phenomena, aud ready at all times to 

1 Lightfoot, Hol'IB Hebraicm et Talmudicm; Works, ed. Pitman, 1823, 
xi. p. 81. 1 lb., xi. p. 299 f. 
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believe in miracles and supernatural interference with 
the affairs of life. As Jews, moreover, they had 
inherited belief in angelic agency, and divine appari
tions. The Old Testament is full of narratives in which 
Jehovah appears to the Patriarchs and Lawgivers of 
Israel. Celestial visions bad been familiar to every Jew 
from his infancy, and the constant personal communica
tions of the Almighty with his peculiar people were still 
the most sacred traditions of the nation. 

Nursed in the prevalent superstition of the time, 
educated by the Law and the Prophets to famili
arity with the supernatural, and prepared by the fervid 
imagination of their race to recognize wonders in 
heaven and earth, 1 the disciples were naturally pre
pared for the great Christian Miracle. The special 
circumstances in which they were placed at the death 
of Jesus conduced in the highest degree to excite that 
expectant attention which, in their state of profound 
agitation, rendered them readily susceptible of extra
ordinary impressions. The disciples had for a long 
period followed Jesus and felt the influence of his 
elevated character. It may be doubted how far they 
had entered into the spirit of his sublime teaching, or 
understood the spiritual wisdom which lay beneath 
the noble simplicity of his language, but it cannot be 
doubted that his personal greatness must have produced 
a profound effect upon their minds. When they came 
at last to understand, if in a material and imperfect 
way, his views as to his Messianic character, they can 
have had little difficulty in believing, in spite of the 
mysterious lowliness and humility of his aspect, although 
probably in a sense widely different from his own, that 

1 Cf. Ewald, Geach. d. Volltes Israel, vi. p. 34.J. 
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the hope of Israel had at last come, and that the hour of 
her redemption was at hand. It is probable that, as the 
enmity of the priests and rulers increased, and the 
danger of his position became more apparent, whilst he 
disdained unworthily to shrink from his public work, 
he must have felt all the peril before him, and observed 
the anxiety of his followers. It may be conceived that, 
under such circumstances, his teachings may have 
assumed even a higher spirituality than before and, 
rising above the clouds of the present, soared out into 
that calmer future when the religion he founded would 
be accepted by men, and become a light to the Gentiles 
and the glory of his people Israel. It is probable that 
he may have spoken of his death in spiritual terms as a 
sacrifice for them and for the world, which would secure 
the triumph of his work and regenerate mankind. 
Comforting those who had left all and followed him, 
but from whom he might so soon be parted, and know
ing their doubts and fears, he must have re-assured 
their minds by inspiriting views of the inseparable 
nature of his union with those who loved him and did 
his commandments; his spirit dwe1ling within them and 
leading them safely through the world, in the peace and 
security of souls raised by the truth beyond the reach 
of its corruption and its wrong. 

That they must have felt the strongest conviction 
of his Messianic character, we think cannot be doubted, 
however confused may have been their ideas of the 
exact nature of his office and of the manner in which 
his corning was to secure the triumph of Israel. The 
shock to theil· expectations and the utter dissipation 
of their hopes which must ham been felt in the first 
woment of his arrest, hurried trial, and cruel condem-
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nation can well be imagined. It is probable that ~ that 
first moment of terror and bewilderment the disciples 
indeed all forsook him and fled. No one who had 
consorted with the Great Teacher, however, and felt 
the influence of his mind, could long have resisted 
the reaction to nobler thoughts of him. In all the 
bitterness of sorrow for the loss of their master and 
friend, in horror at his agonizing and shameful death, 
and in doubt, consternation, and almost despair, they 
must have gathered together again and spoken of these 
strange events. Believing Jesus to have been the 
Messiah, how could they interpret bis death on the 
cross? If he was the Messiah could he thus die? 1 

If Enoch and Elijah, if Moses, precursors of the Messiah, 
had not seen death, bow could that prophet like unto 
Moses whom Jehovah had raised up end his career 
by a shameful death on the cross? 

Throughout that time of fiery trial and supreme ment.al 
agitation, they must have perpetually sought in their own 
minds some explanation of the terrible events then occur
ring and seeming to blast all their hopes, and doubtless 
mystic utterances of Jesus must have assumed new mean
ings, meanings probably different from his own. In the ac
counts of the coming Messiah in the prophets, they must 
have searched for some light by which to solve the inex
plicable problem. Is it not conceivable that, in that last 
time of danger and darkness, when he saw the persecution 
against him become more vehement, and felt that the 
path which he had chosen led him through danger and 
distress perhaps to death, Jesus may, in the bitter con
templation of that fanatical opposition of bigotry and 

1 Cf. Ewald, Oesch. des Volkes Israel, vi. p. 72 a. ff. ; Hullten, Zum 
Evang. des Paul. u. Petr. , p. 193 f., p. 229 ff. 
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superstition have applied to himself the description of 
the suffering servant of Jeho'Vah, suffering-as all noble 
souls have <lone who are in ad'"ance of their ~ere, 

and preach great troths which condemn either directly 
or by implication the vices and follies of their time,
" the oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely," 
and, worse still, the ignoble insults of popular ignorance 
and fickleness? Here might seem to them the solution 
of the enigma ; and returning from that first flight of 
terror an<l bewilderment, feeling all the intense reaction 

_ of affection an<l grief and faith in the Master quickened 
by shame at their abandonment of him in his mo
ment of supreme danger and affiiction, still belienng 
that he must be the Messiah, and in mute longing and 
expectation of the next events which were to confirm 
or confound their hopes, the disciples must have been 
in the climax of nervous agitation and excitement, and 
ready to receive any impression which might be sug
gested in their embarrassment.1 

According to Paul it was Peter who first saw the 
risen Jesus. According to the first and fourth Gospels, 
the first appearance was to the women, and notably, iu 
the latter, to Mary Magdalene out of whom had been 
cast "seven devils," and whose temperament probably 
rendered her unusually susceptible of all such impres
sions. Did Paul intentionally omit all mention of t.he 
appearances to the women, or did he not know of them ? 
In the latter case, we have an instructive light thrown on 
the Gospel tradition ; in the former, the first suggestion 

1 Ewald point.II out that, according t.o the belief of the period, the eoul• 
of the dead hovered for a time between heaven and earth, and he con
siders that the belief undeniably played an important part in this sphere 
of visions of the Christ. Oeech. d. V. Isr., vi. p. 72 a. 
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of the Resurrection becomes even more clearly intelligible. 
It will be observed that in all this explanation we are 
left chiefly to conjecture, for the statements in the 
Gospels cannot, upon any point, be used with the 
slightest confidence. On the other hand, all that is 
demanded is that a probable or possible explanation of 
the origin of the belief in the Resurrection should 
be given; and in the total absence of historical data 
we are entitled to draw inferences as to the course of 
events at the time. It may well be that a mistake as to 
the sepulchre, rendered not improbable if any hint of 
the truth be conveyed in the conflicting traditions 
of the Gospel, or one of many other suggestions which 
might be advanced, might lead the women or Peter 
to believe that the sepulchre was empty. Or some 
other even trifling circumstance, which we no longer can 
indicate wit.h precision, might convey to the women 
or to Peter, in their state of nervous excitement, the 
Jast impulse wanting to cause that rapid revulsion from 
extreme depression, which is so suitable to the state 
which we may perhaps be allowed to call creative 
subjectivity. If we are to accept the indications scattered 
about the New Testament, the impetuous ardent tem
perament of Peter was eminently one to bound into 
sudden ecstatic enthusiasm, and in all probability some 
commonplace or trifling incident may have been the 
spark which kindled into flame the materials already 
at glowing heat.. The strong suhjective impression 
that Jesus had risen would create a vision of him which, 
at once confinning previous conclusions, resolving per
plexing doubts and satisfying feverish expectationf', 
would be accepted by each mind with little or no ques
tion as an objectirn reality. If Peter, or eYen the 

\'OL. II(, 
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women, brought to the disciples the assurance that they 
had seen the Lord, we cannot doubt that, in the unparal
leled position in which they were then placed, under 
all the circumstances of intense feeling and religious 
excitement at the moment, such emotions would be 
suddenly called into action as would give to these men 
the impression that they had seen the Master whom 
they had lost. These subjective impressions would 
he strengthened daily and unconsciously into ever 
more objective consistency, and being confirmed by 
supposed prophecy would he affirmed with a confidenc.-e 
insensibly inspired by dogmatic considerations.• That 
the news would fly from believer to believer, meeting 
everywhere excited attention and satisfying eager 
expectancy, is certain ; and that these devout souls, 
swayed by every emotion of glad and exultant enthu
siasm, would constantly mistake the suggestions of 
their own thoughts for objective realities is probable. 
Jesus died, was buried, and rose again "according to 
the Scriptures." This would harden every timid suppo· 
sition into assurance ; and as time went on, what was 
doubtful would become certain, what was mysterious, 
clear ; and those who had seen nothing would t.ake 
up and strengthen the tradition of those who had seen 
the Lord. 

It is argued that there was not time for the pre· 
paration of the disciples to believe in the Resurrection 
of Jesus between his crucifixion and "the third day," 
when t.hnt. event is alleged to have occurred, and, 
consequently, no probability of subjective impre8Sions 
of so unexpected a nature being received. To those 

I er. Ewald, Oesch. des Volkea Israel, vi. p. 72 a. ff.; llolatm, Zum 
Ev. Panl. u. l'otr., p. 229 ff. ; KM'm, Jesu v. Nuara, iii. p. 590 ff. 
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apologists who adopt this argument we might point 
to many passages in the Gospels, which affirm that 
the resurrection on the third day was predicted. 
These, however, we assign of course to a later date. 
The argument assumes that there was no preparation 
in the teaching of Jesus, which, as we have endeavoured 
to suggest, is not the case. If there had been no other, 
the mere assurance that he was the Messiah must 
have led to reflections, which demanded some other 
sequel to his career than the death of a slave. The 
mere suggestion of such a problem as must have 
proposed itself to the minds of the disciples : If all 
is to end here, Jesus was not the Messiah : if he 
was the Messiah, what will now happen ?-must have 
led to expectant attention. But there was much 
more than this. In such moments as those of the 
Passion, thought works feverishly and fast. It is not 
to be supposed that Peter and the rest did not fore
see the end, when Jesus was led away prisoner in 
the hands of his enemies. It is still less to be im
agined that their minds were not ceaselessly revolving 
that problem, on the solution of which depended their 
fondest hopes and highest aspirations.1 It is most 
probable, indeed, that no time could have found the 
disciples in a state so ripe for strong impressions as 
that immediately succeeding the death of their Master. 

There are, however, other aspects in which this point 
may be placed. What evidence is there that Jesus 
was seen, or supposed to have been seen, on the third 
day ? Absolutely none worthy of the name. Paul 
does not say that he was, and as for the Gospels their 

I Cf. Hol..tt:n, Zum Ev. dee Paul. u. Petr., P· 233 r. 
N N !I 
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statement is of no value, and the tradition wl1ich they 
record may be set down as a foregone dogmatic con
clusion. Paul very distinctly shows this. He says : 
" For I delivered unto you first of all that which 
I also received, that Christ died for our sinK according 
to the Scriptures, and that lie was buried, and that 
he bas been raised the third day, according to the 
Scriptures." 1 The repetition of the phrase "accord
ing to the Scriptures" is very marked, and points to 
the fact that the purpose for which Jesus died-" for 
our sins "-and the date of his resurrection-" the 
third day "-are statements directly based upon Scrip
ture. We have mentioned that the Scriptures supposed 
to indicate the third day, do not really apply to the 
Messiah at all, but this does not affect the question 
before us. Now believing this epoch to be defined 
in prophecy, this is precisely one of those points upon 
which memory would, in the lapse of time, be most 
likely to adjust itself to the prophecy. 'Ve will 
assume that Jesus was not "seen" before the third 
day. It is obvious that if he was seen forty days 
after, it might be affirmed that he had been actually 
raised long before, on the third day. The vision 
occurring on the third day itself, even, could not pro,·e 
that he had not " risen " before. There is, in fact, 
no way t.hat we can see of fixing the third day except 
the statement of "Scripture," and, the moment we 
accept that, we must recognize the force of dogmatic 
influence.2 'l'he fact that the third day has from early 

I 1 Cor. XV. 3 f. 
1 We do not go int.o any argument baaed on the order given in the first 

two Synoptics to go int.o Galilee-a three days' journey at lea.st-where 
the dieciplee were to eee J98118. Nor 11eed we touch upon other l'imilar 
pointa which arise out of the narratives of the Gospels. 
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times been set apart as the Christian Sabbath, does 
not prove anything. If the third day was believed 
to be the day indicated by " Scripture " for the 
Resurrection, of . course that day would be selected 
as the time at which it must have occurre<l, and on 
which it shouJ<l be commemorated. So far as the 
vision hypothesis is concerned, the day is of no conse
quence whatever, and the objection upon this point has 
no force. 

There is another consideration which we must 
mention, which is not only important in connection 
with an estimate of the evidence for the Resurrection, 
but the inferences from which clearly support the 
explan~tion we are proposing. Before stating it we 
may, in passing, again refer to the fact that it is no
where affirmed that anyone was an eye-witness of 
the actual Resurrection. It is supposed to be proved 
by the circumstance that Jesus was subsequently 
"seen." Observe, however, that the part of this 
miracle which could not well have been ascribed to 
subjective impressions - the actual resurrection - is, 
naturally enough, not seen by anyone, but that which 
comes precisely within the scope of such subjective 
action is said to have been seen by many. To come 
at once to our point, however, neither Paul, nor the 
Gospels, nor Christian tradition in any form, pretends 
that Jesus was seen by any one but his disciples and 
those who believed in him. In fact, Jesus only ap
peared to those who were prepared by faith and 
expectant attention to see him in the manner we assert. 
We are at present merely speaking of the earlier 
appearances, and reserving Paul for separate discussion. 
Why, we may inquire, did Jesus uot appear to his 
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enemies as well as t.o his frieuds? 1 Nothing of course 
could have Leen more inte11igible than his desire to 
comfort and reassure those who believed in and 
mourned for him, bnt to do this by no means excluded 
a wider manifestation of himself, supposing him to 
have actually risen from the <lead. On the hypothesis 
that he only rose again and was seen through the 
yearning and enthusiastic faith of his followers, the 
reason why he was not seen by others is not hard to 
find. Yet it might be thought thai the object of at 
once establishing beyond doubt his supernatural mis
sion, and convincing his enemies of their crime, and 
the Jews of their blindness and folly, was important 
enough. Had he shown himself to the Chief Priests 
and elders, an<l confounded the Pharisees with the 
vision of him whom they had so cruelly nailed t-0 the 
accursed tree, how might not the future of his fol
lowers have been smoothed, and the faith of many made 
strong ! Or if he had stood again in the Courts of 
the Roman Procurator, no longer a prisoner buffeted 
and spat upon, but the glorious Messiah, beyond the 
reach of Jewish malignity or Roman injustice. But 
no, he was seen by none but those devoted to him. 
'Ve shall of course be told by apologists that this 
also was "for the trial of our faith;" though to any
one who earnestly reflects, it must seem childish to 
ask men to believe what is beyond their reason, yet 
conceal the evidence by which reason is supposed 
to be guided. The reply, however, is clear: for the 
trin.1 of our faith or for any other reason, it is nen•r-
1 helcss certain that this evidence does not exist. 

1 Cf. Sch~11kel, Dae Charakterbild Jcsu, 2tc Aufl., 1864, p. 324; Hulstc11, 
Zum Ev. dee Paulus u. Petr., p. 124. 
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'When the ar1,rument which we are uow di8cussing 
was first advanced long ago by Uelsus, Origen had 
no better refutation than, after admitting the fact 
that Jesus was not after his resurrection seen as be
fore publicly and by all men, to take refuge in the 
belief that the passage of Paul regarding his appear
ances contains wonderful mysteries which, if under
stood, would explain why Jes us did not show himself 
after that event as he had done before it.1 

We must now proceed to show that the vision of 
Paul is satisfactorily explained by the same hypothesis.2 

\Ve have already proved that there is no evidence 
of any value that Paul's conversion was due to his 
having seen Jesus in a mauner which he believed 
to be objective and supernatural. To represent the 
arch persecutor Paul transformed in a moment, by a 
miraculous vision of Jesus, into the Apostle of the 
Gentiles was highly characteristic of the author of 

1 Contra Cels., ii. 63. It is curious that, in an earlier chapter, Origen, 
discussing the question of Celsus, whether any one who had been actually 
dead had ever risen with a real body, says that if Celsus had been a Jew 
who believed that Elijah and Elisha had raised little children ho could 
~1ot have advanced this objection. Origen adds that he thinks the reason 
why Jesus appeared to no other nation but the Jews was, that they had 
1.ecome accustomed to miracles, and could, by comparing the works of 
Jesus and what was told of him with what had been done before, recog-
1.ize that he was grea.ter than all who bad preceded him. ii. 57. 

2 Baur, Paulus, i. p. 75 ff.; Davidaon, Jut. N. T., ii. p. 247 ff.; Eic/1-
/,orn, Allg. Biblioth. d. bibl. Lit., vi. p. 1 ff.; Ewald, Oesch. V. far., vi. 
p. 95 f. , 343 ff. ; Hauwatl1, Der Ap. Paulus, p. 134 ff. ; in Schenkel's B. 
J.., iv. p. 418; Hilgeu/elJ, Zeitschr. wiss. Th., 1864, p. 155 ff.; Holaten, 
Zum Ev. Paulus, u. s. w., p. 1 ff. , 63 ff.; Keim, Der gesch. Christus, 
1366, p. 134, 137; cf. Jesu v. Naz., iii. p. 540 ff; Lang, Religiose Cha-
1aktere, i. 1862, p. 15 ff. ; Meijboom, Jezus' Opstanding, p. 99 ff. ; Noark, 
] >er Urspr. d. Christenthulll8, ii. p. 274 f.; Pflt:i<Lmr, Der PaulinismWI, 
p. 14 ff.; Renan, Les Apotl'es, p. li8 ff.; &!trader, Der Ap. Paulus,,._ 
p. 329; Straatmar., Pa.ulus, p. 21 ff. ; Webu u. 1/oltzmmm, Gei!eh. V. 
far., ii. p. 541 ff.; Zelkr, Apg., p. 193 ff. Of. Jowett, Eps. of St. Paul, i. 
l'· 230 ff.; Ubteri, Br. Gal., p. 26; Weiaae, Die ev. Oesch., ii. p. 412 f. 
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Acts, who further represents Paul as immediately 
preaching publicly in Damascus and confounding the 
Jews. Widely different is the statement of Paul. 
He distinctly affirms that he llid not communicate with 
flesh and hlood, nor went he up to .Jerusalem to 
them which uere Apostles before him, but that he 
imme<liatdy went away into Arabia. 'l'he :Fathers 
delighted in representing this journey to Arabia a.~ 

an instance of Paul's fervour and eagerness to preach 
the Gospel in lands over which its sound had not 
yet gone forth. '!'here can be no doubt, however, 
we think, that Paul's journey to Arabia and his sojourn 
there were for the purpose of reflection. 1 It is only 
in legends that instantaneous spiritual revolutions take 
place. In sober history the process is more slow and 
progressive. 'Ve repeat that there is no evidence which 
can at all be accepted that Paul's conversion wa.~ effected 
by a vision, and that it is infinitely more probable that 
it was, so to say, merely completed and crowned by 
seeing Jesus ; but, at the same time, even if the view 
be held that this vision was the decisive circum
stance which induced Paul at once to resign his course 
of persecution and embrace Christianity, our argument 
is not materially affected. In any case, much silent, deep, 
and almost unconscious preparation for the change must 
long before have proceeded in the mind of Paul, 'vhich 
was finally matured in the Arabian waste. Upon no 
view that is taken can this be excluded; upon every 
ground of common sense, experience, and necessary in
ference, it must be admitted. 

1 BUping, Ex. H'bucb N. T., vi. 1, p. 187; Hol.ltn, Zum Ev. Paulwi, 
p. 269, anm.; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 90; SeAnukr, Der Ap. P., v. 
p. 263. Of. Alford, Gk. Teat., iii. P• 9; BllietM, Galatians, p. 17 f. ; 
B«mder, Pftanzung, p. 123; ck Welte, Br. an d. Gal., p. 19. 
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Indifference is the only great gulf which separates 
op1mons. There was no stolid barrier of apathy 
between Saul of Tarsus an<l belief in the Messiah
ship of Jesus. Jn persecuting Christianity, Paul proved 
two things : the earnestness and energy of his con
victions, and the fact .that his attention was keenly 
directed to the new sect. Both points contributed 
to the result we are discussing. Paul's judaism 
was no mere formalism. It was the adoption, heart 
and soul, of the religion of his people ; which was 
to him no dead principle, bnt a living faith stimu
lating that eager impetuous character to defend its 
integrity with " fire and sword." He diJ not., like 
so many of his countrymen, turn away with scorn 
from the folJowers of the despised Nazarene and leave 
them to their delusion; but turned to them, on the 
contrary, with the fierce attraction of the zealot whose 
own belief is outraged by the misbelicf of others. 'fhe 
earnest Jew came into sharp collision with the earnest 
Christian. The earnestness of each was an element 
of mutual respect. 1'he endurance and firmness of 
the one might not melt the bigoted resolution of the 
other, but it arrested his attention and commanded 
his unconscious sympathy. Just so would the per
secutor have endured and resisted persecution ; so, 
subsequently, he actually did meet it. And what was 
the main difference between the persecutor and the 
persecuted ? It consisted in that which constituted 
the burden of the apostolic preaehing : the belief that 
"this was the Christ." The creed of the new sect 
at least was not complicated. It was little more at 
that time than a question of identity, until Paul him
eelf developed it into an elaborate system of theology. 
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In this question of identity, however, there was com
prised a vast change of national ideas. To the devout 
Jew,-looking for the hope of Israel, yearning and 
praying for the advent of that Son of David who W:\8 

to sit upon the throne of his fathers, restore the 
fortunes of the people, drive out the heathen and 
subdue the nations again to the yoke of Israel, es
tablishing the worship of Jehovah in its purity and 
turning the Gentiles to the service of the God of 
Gods,-it was an abhorrent thought that the lowly 
peasant who had died a shameful death on Golgotha 
should be represented as the Messiah, the promised 
King of the Jews. Still there was something suffi
ciently startling in the idea to excite reflection. A 
political aspirant, who pretended to play the part, 
and after some feeble attempt at armed insurrection 
had been crushed by the heel of the Roman, could 
not have attracted attention. In that, there would 
have been ~o originality to astonish, and no singularity 
to require explanation. This man, on the contrary, 
wbo was said to be the Messia11, assumed no earthly 
dignity ; claimed no kingdom in this world ; bad not 
even a place to lay his head ; but ended a short and 
unambitious career as the teacher of a simple but 
profound system of morality by death on a cross. 
There was Ill) vulgar imitation here. This was the re
verse of the Messiah of the J cws. In spite of so much 
dissimilarity, however, there was in tbe two parties a 
fundamental agreement of belief. The Jew expect.eel 
the Messiah ; the Christian believed he had now 
come. The :Messiah expected by t11e Jew was certainly 
a very different Saviour from the despised and re
jected Jesus of Nazareth, but at the root of the 
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Christian faith lay belief in a :Messiah. It was a 
thoroughly Jewish belief, springing out of the covenant 
with the fathers, and based upon the Law and the 
Prophets. 'l'he difference was not one of principle 
but one of details. '!'heir interpretation of the promises 
was strangely dissimilar, but the trust of both was in 
the God of Israel. To pass from one to the other 
did not involve the adoption of a new religion, but 
merely a modification of the views of the old. Once 
convinced that the Messiah was not a political ruler 
but a spiritual guide, not a victorious leader, but a 
suffering servant of Jehovah, the transition from judaic 
hopes to recognition of Jesus was almost accomplished. 

It is clear that Paul in his capacity of Persecutor 
must have become well acquainted with the views of 
the Christians, and probably must have heard them 
repeatedly expounded by his captives before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin.' He must have heard the victims of his 
blind religious zeal affirming their faith with all that 
ecstatic assurance which springs out of persecution. 
The vision of Peter contributed to the vision of Paul. 
There can be no ·doubt that Paul must have become 
aware of the application to Jesus of Old 'festament 
prophecies, and of the new conception thence derived 
of a suffering Messiah. 'l'he political horizon was 
certainly not suggestive of the coming of the Lord's 
Anointed. Never had the fortunes of Israel been at 
a lower ebb. The hope of a Prince of the house of 
David to restore dominion to the fallen race was hard 
to entertain. The suggestion of an alternative theory 
based upon a new interpretation of the prophets, if 
startling, was not untimely, when the old confidence 

l Huuwat/1, Der Ap. Paulus, 2 Aufl., 18i2, p. 130 f. 
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was becoming faint in many minds, and the hope 
of his corning seemed so distant and unsure. If we 
do not misjudge the character of Paul, however shocked 
he may have been at first by the substitution of a 
crucified Nazarene for the triumphant Messiah of his 
earlier visions, there must have been something pro
foundly pleasing to his mind in the conception of a 
a::piritual Messiah. As he became familiar with the 
idea, it is probable that flashes of doubt must have 
croSBed his mind as to the correctneSB of his more 
material views. If the belief were true, which Chris
tians professed, that this Jesus, despised and rejected 
of men, was actually the suffering servant of Jehovah, 
and this servant of Jehovah the Messiah! If the 
claim of this Jesus who had been esteemed smitten 
of God and atRicted, had been verified by his rising 
again from the dead and ascending to the right 
hand of God! This aspect of the Messianic idea had 
a mystery and significance congenial to the soul of 
Paul. The supernatural elements could have presented 
no difficulties to him. Belief in the Resurrection was 
part of his creed as a Pharisee. That the risen 
Messiah 1:1houl<l have been seen by many, the funda
mental idea once admitted, could not surprise the 
visionary Jew. Vve can well imagine the conflict 
which went on in the ardent mind of Paul when 
doubts first entered it; hhi resistance and struggle for 
the faith of his youth ; the pursuance as duty of the 
course he had begun, whilst the former conviction 
no longer f!ltrengthened the feverish energy ; the ex
citement of religious zeal in the mad course of perse
cution, not to Le arrested in a moment, but become, by 
growing doubt, bitterness and pain to him ; the suffering 
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inflicted sending its pang into his own flesh. There was 
ample preparation in such a situation for the vision of 
Paul. 

The constitution and temperament of the Apostle were 
eminently calculate<l to receive impressions of the strong
est description.1 ·\Ve have mentione<l the conjecture of 
many able men that his "stake in the flesh" was a form 
of epilepsy. It is, of course, but a conjecture, though one 
which has great probability,2 and we must not treat it 
otherwise; but, if it could he proved correct, much.light 
would be thrown upon Paul's visions. \Ve have dis
cussed the Apostle's statements regarding the super
natural Charismata in the Church, and have seen his 
extreme readiness to believe in the lavish bestowal of 
miraculous gifts where others could recognise but ordi
nary qualities. That Paul should be able to claim the 
power of speaking with tongues more than all the Corin
thians, whose exercise of that spiritual gift he so uncere
moniously restrains, is in perfect keeping with all that we 
elsewhere learn about him. Everywhere we find the keenly 
impressionable nature so apt to fall into the ecstatic 
state when brought under the influence of active religious 
emotion. "I must glory," he exclaims with irresistible 
impulse on coming to a theme RO congenial to him, ''I 
must glory ; it is not indeed expedient, but I will come 
to visions and revelations of the Lord." 3 Even when he 
speaks of the stake in his flesh, which he does in such 
suggestive connection with his visions, he describes it as 
sent lest he should " be exalted above measure by the 

• Cf. Hohkn, Zum Ev. dee Paulus, u. ll. w., p. 84 ff. 
' Cf. Gal. iv. 13 ; 1 Cor. ii. 3. 

' Kauxiicr8aa &i, oll '"'"'cp;f'O" "''"• •~•vaiJJUU 31 tls Oirmuias irru throira
>.;,+nr KVplov. 2 Cor. xii J. 
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excess of the revelations." 1 'Ve have so repeatedly had 
to refer to Paul's claim to have received his Gospel by 
special revelation that we need not again speak of it here. 
If we could quote Acts as a genuine representation of 
Christian tradition regarding Paul, we might point out 
the visions and revelations therein so freely ascribed to 
him, but his own writings are amply sufficient for our 
purpose. Even his second journey t.o Jerusalem is attri
buted to the direction of revelation.2 

'fhe only vision regarding which the Apostle gives 
any particulars is that referred to, 2 Cor. xii. 2 : "I 
know a man in Christ above fourteen years ago (whether 
in the body I know not, whether out of the body 
I kuow not., God knoweth), such an one caught up 
even unto the third heaven. 3. And I know such a 
man (whether in the body or out of the body I know 
not., God knoweth), 4. that he was caught up into 
paradise and heard unspeakable words which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. 5. For such an one will I 
boast," etc.3 It has l1een argued from this pas~o-e and 
the repetition of the expression "whether in the body or 
out of the body I know not," that Paul himself could 
clearly distinguish objective facts from subjective impres
sions.• No interpretation could well be more erroneous. It 
is evident that Paul has no doubt whatever of his having 
been in the third heaven and in Paradise, and as little of 

1 2 Cor. xii. 7. ' Gal. ii. 2. 

' 2 Cor. xii. 2. o~ b8f'0'1"o• '• XpWT~ w~ rt.,• ~ulll'fu~, •m '• 
17Co/1"'1'' OVIC o~. •iTf imr Toii ueo,.aror OVIC o~, 0 lhC.S 0:3 .. , dprrrryina TO. 
TOWWol' ;,.., Tplrov ovpruooii. 3. 1<aa o~ TOI' TOWWOI' <W8f'0'1"0•, •iTf a hl"Z" 
•iTf l1CTor roii uO.iuiror OVIC ol&, 0 e.c., oia.... 4. (;r, ;,Fay., .Zr TOI' irupO&
l(al ~l(OIJl7 ... app'Tftl ;,;,iuira. A O;,lt. 'fa• d..Sp ..... >.M.ija-<11. 3. inrip TVV 'l'1XO.irov 
ICQIJX;,O'Of"U, IC.T.~. 

• Cf. Nta11der, Pflanzung, u. a. w., p. 134 ; Paul, Zeitachr. wise. Th., 
1863, p. 201; Weatcott, Goepel of the Reeurrection, p. 112, note 1. 
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his having heard the unspeake.ble words. That is quite 
objectively real to him. His only doubt is whether the 
body was caught up with his soul upon this occasion.1 

No one who has carefully considered such phenomena 
and examined the statements here made can have any 
doubt as to the nature of this vision. The conception 
of being caught up into "the third heaven," "into 
Paradise," and there hearing these "unspeakable words 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter," betrays in no 
doubtful manner the source of the subjective impressions. 
Of course, divines who are prepared to see in this pas
sage the account of an actual objective event will not 
consider it evidence that Paul had subjective visions 
which he believed to have been objective facts; but to 
those who, more rightly and reasonably, we think, re
cognize the subjective character of the vision, it must 
at once definitely settle the point that Paul could mis
take subjective impressions for objective realities, and 
consequently the argument for the similar subjectivity 
of the vision of Jesus becomes complete. The possi
bility of such a mistake is precisely what apologists 
question. Here is an instance in which the mistake 
has clearly been made by Paul. 

The Apostle's own statements show him to have been 
superlatively visionary and impressionable, with restless 
nervous energy it is true, but, at the same time, with 
keen physical and mc:ital susceptibility. Liable to be 
uplifted by " the excess of revelations," glorying in 
"visions and revelations of the Lord," possessing ecstatic 

1 Ililgenfeld, Zeiteehr. wiss. Theol., 1864, p. 174 f.; Holsten, Zum Ev. 
Paulus u. Petr., p. 21 ff., p. 122 f. Hilgenfeld point.a out that the repre
sentation of such a separation from the body as Paul here contemplates 
is to be found in Philo (Do Somniis, i. § 6). 
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powers more than all otqers, subjecting his very move· 
men ts, his visit8 to Jerusalem, to the direction of impulses 
which he supposed to be revelations : there has never 
been a case in which both temperament and religious 
belief more thoroughly combined to ascribe, with perfect 
conviction, objective reality to subjective impressions 
connected with divine things then occupying his mind. 

Paul moreover lived in a time when the .Messianic 
longing of the Jews led them to be profoundly interested 
students of the later apocalyptic writings, which certainly 
made a deep impression upon the Apostle, and in which 
he must have been struck by the image of the promised 
:Messiah, like the Son of Man, coming on the clouds of 
heaven (Dan. vii. 13, cf. 1 Cor. xv. 47). 1 At no time was 
such a vision more likely to present itself to him, than 
when his mind was fixed upon the Messianic idea with 
all the intensity of one who had been persecuting those 
who asserted that the Messiah had already come. Here 
was Teason for all that concentration of thought upon 
the subject which produces such visions: and when 
doubt and hesitation entered into that eager intense 
spirit, the conflict must have been sharp and the nerves 
highly strung. The Jesus whom he saw with his 
mind's eye was the climax of conviction in such a 
nature; and the vision vividly brought to him his own 
self-reproachful thoughts for cruelly mistaken zeal, and 
the remorse of noble souls which bounds to reparation. 
He devoted himself as ea;;crly to Christianit.y, as he 
had previously done to Judaism. He change1l the 
contents but not the form of his ruind.2 Paul tlie 

1 Hilg#:nfeld, Zeitecbr. wi89. Tb., 1864, p. 183. 
' Holdm, Zum Kv. dee Paulus u. Petr., r· 84 ff.; Hil!Jffl/rW., Ze:~r. 

wiss. Tb., 1864, p. 188 ff. 
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Christian was the same man as Paul the Jew ; and in 
abandoning the conception of a Messiah " according 
to the flesh," and placing his whole faith in one "accord
ing to the spirit," he displayed the same characteristics 
as before. The revolution in his mind, of which so much 
is said, was merely one affecting the Messianic idea. 
He did not at a bound become the complete Apostle of 
the Gentiles, but accepting at first nothing more than 
belief in a Messiah according to the spirit, his compre
hensive and peculiar system of theology was, ·of 
course, only the result of subsequent reflection. 'fhat 
his conviction should have been completed by a sub
jective vision is no more strange than that he should 
believe in supernatural Charismata, miraculous speaking 
with tongues, and being actually caught up into the third 
heaven, into Paradise, and hearing there unutterable words 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Paul evidently 
never questioned the source of his visions. They were 
simply accepted as divine revelations, and they excited 
all the less of misgiving in his soul from the fact that, 
without doubt, they expressed the expected solution 
of problems which intensely occupied his mind, and 
reflected conclusions already practically formed by his 
own thoughts. 1 

There remain two points to be briefly considered. 
1 "If those appearances (to his disciples) were purely aubjective," ob

jects a recent writer, "how can we account for their sudden, rapid, and 
total cessation?" (Farrar, Life of Christ, ii p. 432, note 1.) We might 
reply that, if objecti\"o, such a cessation would be still more unaccount
able. Being subjective, tho appearances of course ceased when the con
ditions of excitement and expectancy which produced them passed away. 
But in point of fact they did not suddenly and totally cease. The appear
ance to Paul occuned after a considerable interval, and there is the 
tradition of more than one appearance to him; but throughout the his
tory of the Church we hear of' similar subjective visions whenever a fitting 
individual has been found in the state to receive them. 

\'OL. Ill. 0 0 
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'l'he first of these is the assertion, constantly made in 
various shapes, that the cardinal miracles of the Resur
rection and Ascension were proclaimed as unquestionable 
facts, without contradiction, at a time when such an as
sertion might have been easily refuted. The production 
of the body, the still occupied sepulchre, it is said, would 
have set such pretensions at rest. It is unnecessary to 
say that the proclamation of the Resurrection and Ascen
sion as facts proved nothing beyond the belief, perhaps, of 
those who asserted them. So far as Paul is concerned, 
we may seek in vain for any assertion of a bodily Ascen
sion. But there is not the slightest evidence to show 
when the Resurrection and Asce_nsion were first publicly 
proclaimed as unquestionable facts. Even the Gospels 
do not state that they were mentioned beyond the 
circle of disciples. 1'he second Synoptist, who does not 
state that Jesus himself was seen by any one, makes the 
curious affirmation at the close of his Gospel as we have 
it, that the women, on receiving the announcement of the 
Resurrection from the angels, and the command for the 
disciples and Peter to go into Galilee, " went out and 
fled from the sepulchre; for trembling and astonishment 
seized them, and they said nothing to any one ; for they 
were afraid.'' 1 In the fourth Gospel, although the "be
loved disciple " went into the sepulchre, " and he saw 
and believed," it is related of him and Peter : " So the 
disciples went away again unto their own home." 2 The 
Eleven, in fact, who all forsook their Master and fled
who are represented as meeting with closed doors " for 
fear of the Jews "-with closed doors after eight days, it 
is again said, although, a week before, ten of them are 
said to have seen Jesus-were not likely to expose them-

1 Mk. xvi. 8. I John XX, }0, 
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selves to the fate of Jesus by rushing into the highways 
and asserting the Resurrection. Beyond the statement of 
the Gospels, the value of which we have seen, and a 
statement accompanied by' so many confused circum
stances, there is no evidence whatever that the sepulchre 
was found empty. '!'here is no evidence that the sepul
chre was really known to the disciples, none of whom, 
probably, was present at the crucifixion; and it might 
well be inferred that the women, who are represented as 
ignorant that the body had already been embalmed, yet 
who are the chief supposed witnesses for the empty 
sepulchre and the informants of the disciples, were equally 
ignorant of the sepulchre in which the body was laid. 
We might ask whether the 500 brethren who are said to 
have 1:1een Jesus at the same time came from Galilee, or 
wherever they were, and examined the state of the 
sepulchre? \Ve have already said, however, that if the 
sepulchre had been shown to be empty, the very last 
thing which could be proved by that circumstance would 

·be the correctness of the assertion that it had become so 
in consequence of a stupendous miracle. On the other 
hand, if it had been shown that it was occupied by a body, 
it is exceedingly doubtful whether the fact would have 
convinced any one not previously sure that Jesus could 
not have risen from the dead, and he would not have 
required such evidence. When the Resurrection was 
publicly proclaimed as a fact, the body could no longer 
have been recognizable, and the idea that any of those in 
authority could have thought such demonstration neces
sary to refute a story whispered about amongst an ob
scure sect in Jerusalem, or even more courageom;ly 
asserted, is a product of later times. ~hen Jesus of 
Nazareth, the head of the nascent sect, was suppressed 

0 0 2 
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by a shameful death, his humble and timid followers 
were obviously for a time despised ; and there is little 
reason to suppose that the chief priests and rulers of the 
Jews would have condescended to any public contradic
tion of their affirmations, if they had even felt indifference 
to the defilement of exposing for such a purpose a de
cayi~g body to the gaze of Jerusalem. This kind of 
reflltation is possible only in the imagination of divines. · 
Besides, what evidence is there that even a siugle 
indifferent person found the sepulchre empty? There 
is not an iota of proof. 

On the contrary, there is the very strongest evidence 
that when the assertion of the Resurrection and Ascension 
as " unquestionable facts " was made, it was contradicted 
in the only practical and practicable way conceivable : (1.) 
by all but universaf disbelief in Jerusalem ; (2.) by actual 
persecution of those who asserted ·it. It is a perfectly 
undeniable fact that the great mass of the Jews totally 
denied the truth of the statement by disbelieving it, and 
that the converts to Christianity who soon swelled the· 
numbers of the Church and spread its influence amongst 
the nations were not the citizens of Jerusalem, who were 
capable of refuting such assertions, but strangers and Gen
tiles. 'fhe number of the community of Jerusalem after 
the forty days seems to be stated by the author of Acts 
as "about 120," and although the numbers added to the 
Church, according to this document, are evidently falm
lous, the converts at Pentecost are apparently chiefly 
from amongst the devout men of every nation upon earth 
congregated at Jerusalem. 'fo this hour the Jews have 
retained as their inheritance the denial by their fore
fathers of the asserted facts. The assertion, secondly, 
was emphatically denied by the persecution, as soon as it 
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became worth any one's while to persecute, of those who 
made it. It was in this way denied by Paul himself, at 
a time when verification was infinitely more possible than 
when he came to join in the assertion. Are we to sup· 
pose that the Apostle took no trouble to convince himself 
of the facts before he began to persecute? He was in 
the confidence of the high priests it seems, can he ever 
have heard the slightest doubt from them on the subject? 
Is it not palpable that Paul and his party, by their very 
pursuit of those who maintained such allegations, stigma. 
tized them as falsehoods, and perhaps as imposture? If 
it be said that Paul became convinced of his mistake, it 
is perfectly obvious that his conversion was not due to 
local and circumstantial evidence, but to dogmatic con
siderations and his supposed vision of Jesus. He disbe
lieved when the alleged occurrences were recent and, as 
it is said, capable of refutation ; he believed when the 
time for such refutation had passed. 

The second point to which we have referred is the 
vague and final objection of apologists that, if the vision 
of Jesus was merely subjective, the fabric of the Church 
and even of Christianity is based upon unreality and 
self-deception. Is this possible ? they ask. Is it pos
sible that for eighteen centuries the ResuITection and 
Ascension have been proclaimed and believed by millions, 
with no other original foundation than self-delusion? 
The vagueness and apparent vastness of this objection, 
perhaps, make it a formidable argumentum ad hominem, 
but it vanishes into very small proportions as we ap
proach it. Must we then understand that the dogmas 
of all religions which have been established must have 
been objective truths? and that this is a necessary 
inference from their wide adoption? If so, then all his-
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torical religions before Christianity, and after it, must take 
rank as substantiaJly true. In that case the religion 
of the Veda, of Buddha, of Zoroaster, of Mahomet, 
for instance, can as little be based on unreality and 
self-deception as Christianity. They ha\'e secured wide 
acceptance from mankind. Millions have for centuries 
devoutly held their tenets, and to this day the followers 
of 88.kya Muni are as numerous as the believers in 
the religion of Paul. If not, the objection at once faJls 
to the ground as an argument, and the problem becomes 
a simple matter of evidence, which has been fully dis
cussed and disposed of. 

'Vhen we analyse the fact, it becomes apparent 
that, ultimately, . belief in the Resurrection and Ascension 
resolves itself into the belief of a few or of one. It 
requires very little reflection to perceive that the Chris
tian Church is founded much more upon belief in the 
Resurrection than on the fact itself. 1 Nothing is more 
undeniable than the circumstance that not more tban 
a very small number of men are even alleged to have 
seen the risen Jesus. The mass of those who have 
believed in the Resurrection have done so because of 
the assurance of these few men, and perhaps because 
they may have been Jed to think that the event was 
predicted in Scripture. Up to this day, converts to tbe 
dogma are made, if made at all, upon the assurance 
of Paul and the Gospels. The vast quest.ion at last 
dwindles down to the inquiry: Can a few men, can 
one man, draw erroneous inferences and be honestly 
deceived by something supposed to have been seen? 
'Ve presume that there can be no hesitation in giving 
an affirmative reply. The rest fo1lows as a matter of 

1 Ra11r. Oesch. d. C'hri1.1t. Kirche, 1863. i. p. 40. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



APOTHEOSIS OF JESUS. 667 

course. Others simply believe the report of those who 
have believed before them. In course of time, so many 
believe that it is considered almost outrageous to dis
believe or demand evidence. The number of those 
who have believed is viewed at last as an overwhelming 
proof of the truth of the creed. 

It is a most striking and extraordinary fact that the 
life and teaching of Jesus have scarcely a place in 
the system of Paul. Had we been dependent upon 
him we should have had no idea of the Great Master 
who preached the Sermon on the Mount, and embodied 
pure truths in parables of such luminous simplicity. 
His noble morality would have remained unknown, and 
his lessons of rare spiritual excellence have been lost 
to the world. Paul sees no significance in that life, 
but concentrates all interest in the death and resur
rection of his Messiah. In the sepulchre hewn out of 
the rock are deposited the teaching and example of 
Jesus, and from it there rises a mystic Christ lost in a 
halo of theology. 1'he ecclesiastical Christianity which 
was mainly Paul's work has almost effaced the true 
work of Jesus. Too little can now be traced of that 
teaching, and few are the genuine records of his work 
which have survived the pious enthusiasm evoked by his 
character. Theology has done its worst with the life ; and 
that death, which will ever be the darkest blot upon 
history, has been represented as the climax of divine 
beneficence. The Resurrection and Ascension have 
deified Jesus of Nazareth; but they have done so at the 
expense of all that was most tn1ly sublime in his work. 
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The world will gain when it recognises the real cha
racter and source of such dogmas, and resigns this 
inheritance from the Age of Miracles. For, although we 
lose a faith which has long been our guide in the past, 
we need not now fear to walk boldly with Truth in the 
future, and turning away from fancied benefits to be 
derived from the virtue of his death, we may find real 
help and guidance from more earnest contemplation of 
the life and tcachiug of Jesus. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

WE have seen that Divine Revelation could only be 
necessary or conceivable .for the purpose of communica
ting to us something which we could not otherwise dis-. 
cover, and that the truth of communications which are 
essentially beyond and undiscoverable by reason cannot 
be attested in any other way than by miraculous signs 
distinguishing them as divine. It is admitted that no 
other testimony could justify our believing the specific 
Revelation which we are considering, the very substance 
of which is supernatural and beyond the criticism of 
reason, and that its doctrines, if not proved to be 
miraculous truths, must inevitably be pronounced "the 
wildest delusions." " By no rational being could a just 
and benevolent life be accepted as proof of such astonish
ing announcements." 

On examining the alleged miraculous evidence for 
Christianity as Divine Revelation, however, we find that 
even if the actual occurrence of the supposed miracles 
could be substantiated, their value as evidence would be 
destroyed by the necessary admission that miracles are 
not limited to one source and are not exclusively associated 
with truth, but are performed by various spiritual Beings, 
Satanic as well as Divine, and are not always evidential, 
but are sometimes to be regarded as delusive and for the 
trial of faith. As the doctrines supposed to be revealed 
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are beyond Reason, and cannot in any sense be intelli
gently approved by the human intellect, no evidence 
which is of so doubtful and inconclusive a nature could 
sufficiently attest them. 'l'his alone would disqualify the 
Christian miracles for the duty which mirades alone are 
capable of performing. 

The supposed miraculous evidence for the Divine 
Revelation, moreover, is not only without any special 
divine character, being avowedly common also to Satanic 
agency, but it is not original either in conception or 
details. Similar miracles are reported long antecedently to 
the first promulgation of Christianity, and continued to be 
performed for centuries after it. A stream of miraculous 
pretension, in fact, has flowed through all human history, 
deep and broad as it has passed through the darker ages, 
but dwindling down to a thread as it has entered days 
of enlightenment. The evidence wa,s too hackneyed and 
commonplace to make any impression upon those before 
whom the Christian miracles are said to have been per
formed, and it altogether failed to convince the people to 
whom the Revelation was primarily addressed. The selec
tion of such evidence for such a purpose is much more 
characteristic of human weakness than of divine power. 

The true character of miracles is at once betrayed 
by the fact that their supposed occurreuce has thus been 
confined to ages of ignorance and superstition, and that 
they are absolutely unknown in any time or place 
where science has provided witnesses fitted to appreciat.e 
and ascertain the nature of such exhibitions of super
natural power. There is not the slightest evidence that 
any attempt was made to investigate the supposed 
miraculous occurrences, or to justify the inferences so 
freely drawn from them, nor is there any reason to 
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believe that the witnesses possessed, in any considerable 
degree, the fulness of knowledge and sobriety of judgment 
requisite for the purpose. No miracle has yet estab
lished its claim to the rank even of apparent reality, and 
all such phenomena must remain in the dim region of 
imagination. The test applied to the largeRt class of 
miracles, connected with demoniacal possession, discloses 
the falsity of all miraculous pretension. 

There is no uncertainty as to the origin of belief in 
supernatural interference with nature. The assertion 
that spurious miracles have sprung up round a few 
instances of genuine miraculous power has not a single 
valid argument to support it. History clearly demon
strates that, wherever ignorance and superstition have 
prevailed, every obscure occurrence has been attributed 
to supernatural agency, and it is freely acknowledged 
that, under their influence, inexplicable and miraculous 
are convertible terms. On the other hand, in proportion 
as knowledge of natural laws has increased, the theory 
of supernatural interference with the order of nature 
has been dispelled, and miracles have ceased. The 
effect of science, however, is not limited to the present 
and future, but its action is equally retrospective, and 
phenomena which were once ignorantly isolated from 
the sequence of natural cause and effect, are now 
restored to their place in the unbroken order. Ignorance 
and superstition created miracles ; knowledge has for 
ever annihilated them. 

'f o justify miracles, two assumptions are made : first, 
an Infinite Personal God ; and second, a Divine design of 
Revelation, the execution of which necessarily involves 
supernatural action. Miracles, it is argued, are not con
trary to nature, or effects produced without arleqnate 
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causes, but on the contrary are caused by the interven
tion of this Infinite Personal God for the purpose of 
attesting and carrying out the Divine design. Neither of 
the assumptions, however, can be reasonably maintained. 

'J'he assumption of an Infinite Personal God : a Being 
at once limited and unlimited, is a use of language to 
which no mode of human thought can possibly attach 
itself. Moreover, the assumption of a God working 
miracles is emphatically excluded by universal experience 
of the order of nature. The allegation of a specific Divine 
cause of miracles is further inadequate from the fact 
that the power of working miracles is avowedly not 
limited to a Personal God, but is also ascribed to other 
spiritual Beings, and it must, consequently, always be 
impossible to prove that the supposed miraculous phe
nomena originate with one and not with another. On the 
other hand, the assumption of a Divine design of Reve
lation is not suggested by antecedent probability, but is 
derived from the very Revelation which it is intended to 
justify, as is likewise the assumption of a Personal God, 
and both are equally vicious as arguments. The circum
stances which are supposed to require this Divine design, 
and the details of the scheme, are absolutely incredible, 
and opposed to all the results of science. Nature does 
not countenance any tht:ory of the original perfection and 
subsequent degradation of the human race, and the sup
position of a frustrated original plan of creation, and of 
later impotent endeavours to correct it, is as inconsistent 
with Divine omnipotence and wisdom as the proposed 
punishment of the human race and the mode devised to 
save some of them are opposed to justice and morality. 
Such assumptions are essentiaJly inadmissible, and totally 
fail to explain and justify miracles. 

Digitized by Google 



CONCLUSIONS. 

Whatever definition be given of miracles, such excep
tional phenomena must at least be autecedently incredible. 
In the absence of absolute knowledge, human belief must 
be guided by the balance of evidence, and it is obvious 
that the evidence for the uniformity of the order of nature, 
which is derived from universal experience, must be 
enormously greater than can be the testimony for any 
alleged exception to it. On the other hand, universal 
experience prepares us to consider mistakes of the senses, 
imperfect observation and erroneous inference as not only 
possible, but eminently probable on the part of the wit
nesses of phenomena, even when they are perfectly honest 
and truthful, and more especially so when such disturbing 
causes as religious excitement and superstition are present. 
·when the report of the original witnesses only reaches 
us indirectly and through the medium of tradition, the 
probability of error is further increased. Thus the allega
tion of miracles is discredited, both positively by the 
invariability of the order of nature, and negatively by 
the fallibility of human observation and testimony. The 
history of miraculous pretension in the world, and the 
circumstances attending the special exhibition of it which 
we are examining, suggest natural explanations of the 
reported facts which wholly remove them from the region 
of the supernatural. 

'Vhen we proceed to examine the direct witnesses for 
the Christian miracles, we do not discover any exceptional 
circumstances neutralizing the preceding considerations. 
On the contrary, we find that the case turns not upon 
miracles substantially before us, but upon the mere 
nan·atives of miracles said to have occurred over eighteen 
hundred years ago. It is obvious that, for such narratives 
to possess any real force and validity, it is essential that 
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their character and authorship should be placed beyond 
all doubt. They must proceed from eye-witnesses capable 
of estimating aright the nature of the phenomena. Our 
four Gospels, however, are strictly anonymous works. 
The superscriptions which now distinguish them are 
undeniably of later origin than the works themselves, 
and do not proceed from the composers of the Gospels. 
Of the writers to whom these narratives are traditionally 
ascribed only two are even said to have been apostles, 
the alleged authors of the second and third Synoptics 
neither having been personal followers of Jesus, nor eye
witnesses of the events they describe. U oder these 
circumstances, we are wholly dependent upon external 
evidence for information regarding the authorship and 
trustworthiness of the four canonical Gospels. 

In examining this evidence, we proceeded upon clear 
and definite principles. ·without forming or adopting 
any theory whatever as to the date or origin of our 
Gospel1:1, we simply searched the writings of the Fathers, 
during a century and a half after the events in question, 
for information regarding the composition and character 
of these works, and even for any certain traces of their 
use, although, if discovered, these could prove little be
yond the mere existence of the Gospels used at the date 
of the writer. In the latter and minor investigation, we 
were guided by canons of criticism previously laid down, 
and which are based upon the simplest laws of evidence. 
We found that the writings of the Fathe~, during a 
century and a half after the death of Jesus, are a complete 
blank so far as any evidence regarding the composition 
and character of our Gospels is concerned, unless we 
except the tradition preserved by Papias, after the middle 
of the second century, the details of which fully justify 
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the conclusion that our first and second Synoptics, in their 
present form, cannot be the works said to have been com
posed by Matthew and Mark. There is thus no evidence 
whatever directly connecting any of the canonical Gospels 
with the writers to whom they are popularly attributed, 
and later tradition, of little or no value in itself, is separated 
by a long interval of profound silence from the epoch at 
which they are supposed to have been coruposed. With 
one exception, moreover, we found that, during the same 
century and a half, there is no certain and unmistakable 
trace even of the anonymous use of any of our Gospels in 
the early Church. This fact, of course, does not justify 
the conclusion that none of these Gospels was actually in 
existence during any part of that time, nor have we any
where suggested such an inference, but strict examination 
of the evidence shows that there is no positive proof that 
they were. The exception to which we refer is l\farcion's 
Gospel, which was, we think, based upon our third 
Synoptic, and consequently must be accepted as evidence 
of the existence of that work. Marcion, however, does 
not give the slightest information as to the authorship 
of the Gospel, and his charges against it of adulteration 
cannot be considered very favourable testimony as to its 
infallible character. The canonical Gospels continue to 
the end anonymous documents of no evidential value for 
miracles. They do not themselves pretend to be inspired 
histories, and they cannot escape from the ordinary rules 
of criticism. Internal evidence does not modify the 
inferences from external testimony. Apart from continual 
minor contradictions throughout the first three Gospels, 
it is impossible to reconcile the representations of the 
Synoptics with those of the fourth Gospel. They 
mutually destroy each other as evidence. They must 
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be pronounced mere narratives compiled long after 
the events recorded, by unknown persons who were 
neither eye-witnesses of the alleged miraculous occur
rences, nor hearers of the statements they profess t-0 
report. They cannot be accepted as adequate testi
mony for miracles and the reality of Divine Revelation. 

Applying similar tests to the Acts of the Apostles, we 
arrived at similar results. Acknowledged to be com
posed by the same author who produced the third 
Synoptic, that author's identity is not thereby made 
more clear. There is no evidence of the slightest value 
regarding its character, but, on the other hand, the work 
itself teems to such an extent with miraculous incidents 
and supernatural agency, that the credibility of the 
narrative requires an extraordinary amount of attestation 
to secure for it any serious consideration. When the 
statements of the author are compared with the emphatic 
declarations of the Apostle Paul, and with authentic 
accounts of the development of the early Christian 
Church, it becomes evident that the Acts of the Apostles, 
as might have been supposed, is a legendary composition 
of a later day, which cannot be regarded as sober and 
credible history, and rather discredits than tends to 
establish the reality of the miracles with which its pages 
so suspiciously abound. 

The remaining books of the New Testament Canon 
required no separate examination, because, even if 
genuine, they contain no additional te::;timony to the 
reality of Divine Revelation, beyond the implied belief in 
such doctrines as the Incarnation and Resurrection. It 
is unquestionable, we suppose, that in some form or other 
the Apostles believed in these miracles, and the as
sumption that they did so, supersedes the necessity for 
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examining the authenticity of the Catholic Epistles and 
Apocalypse. In like manner, the recognition as genuine 
of four Epistles of Paul, which contain his testimony to 
miracles, renders it superfluous to discuss the authenticity 
of the other letters attributed to him. 

The general belief in miraculous power and its posses
sion by the Church is brought to a practical test in the 
case -0f the Apostle Paul. After elaborate consideration 
of his letters, we came to the unhesitating conclusion 
that, instead of establishing the reality of miracles, the 
unconscious testimony of Paul clearly demonstrates the 
facility with which erroneous inferences convert the most 
natural phenomena into supernatural occurrences. 

As a final test, we carefully examined the whole of the 
evidence for the cardinal dogmas of Christianity, the 
Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus. First taking the 
four Gospels, we found that their accounts of these events 
are not only full of legendary matter, but that they even 
contradict and exclude each other, and so far from estab
lishing the reality of such stupendous miracles, they 
show that no reliance is to be placed on the statements 
of the unknown authors. Taking next the testimony of 
Paul, which is more important as at least authentic 

·and proceeding from an Apostle of whom we know 
more than of any other of the C'arly missionaries of 
Christianity, we saw that it was indefinite and utterly 
insufficient. His so-called " circumstantial account of the 
testimony upon which the belief in the Resurrection 
rested " consists merely of vague and undetailed hearsay, 
differing, so far as it can be compared, from the state
ments in the Gospels, and without other attestation than 
the bare fact that it is repeated by Paul, who doubtless 
believed it, although he had not himself been a witness 
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of any of the supposed appearances of the risen Jesus 
\vhich he so briefly catalogues. Paul's own personal 
testimony to the Resurrection is limited to a vision of 
Jesus, of which we have no authentic details, seen many 
years after the alleged miracle. Considering the peculiar 
and highly nervous temperament of Paul, of which he 
himself supplies abundant evidence, there can be no 
hesitation in deciding that this vision was purely subjec
tive, as were likewise, in all probability, the appearances 
to the excited disciples of Jesus. The testimony of Paul 
himself, before his imagination was stimulated to ecstatic 
fervour by the beauty of a spiritualized religion, was an 
earnest denial of the great Christian dogma emphasized 
by the active persecution of those who affirmed it, and a 
vision, especially in the case of one so constituted, 
supposed to be seen many years after the fact of the 
Resurrection had ceased to be capable of verification, is 
not an argument of convincing force. We were com
pelled to pronounce the evidence for the Resurrection 
and Ascension absolutely and hopelessly inadequate to 
prove the reality of such stupendous miracles, which 
must consequently be unhesitatingly rejected. There is 
no reason given, or even conceivable, why allegations 
such as these, and dogmas affecting the religion and even 
the salvation of the human race, should be accepted upon 
evidence which would be declared totally insufficient in 
the case of any common question of property or title 
before a legal tribunal On the contrary, the more 
momentous the point to be established, the more complete 
must be the proof required. 

If we test the results at which we have arrived by 
g-eneral considerations, we find them everywhere con
firmed and established. There is nothing original in the 
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claim of Christianity to be regarded as Divine Revelation, 
and nothing new either in the doctrines said to have been 
revealed, or in the miracles by which it is alleged to have 
been distinguished. There has not been a single histori
cal religion largely held amongst men which has not 
pretended to be divinely revealed, and the written books 
of which have not been represented as directly inspired. 
'l'here is not a doctrine, sacrament or rite of Christianity 
which has not substantially formed part of earlier 
religions; and not a single phase of the supernatural 
history of the Christ, from his miraculous conception, 
birth and incarnation to his death, resurrection and 
ascension, which has not had its counterpart in earlier 
mythologies. Heaven and hell, with characteristic vari
ation of details, have held an important place in the 
eschatology of many creeds and races. The same may 
he said even of the moral teaching of Christianity, the 
elevated precepts of which, although in a less perfect 
and connected form, had already suggested themselves 
to many noble minds and been promulgated by ancient 
sages and philosophers. That this Inquiry into the 
reality of Divine Revelation has been limited to the 
claim of Christianity has arisen solely from a desire to 
courlense it within reasonable bounds, and confine it to 
the only Religion in connection with which it could 
practically interest us now. 

There is nothing in the history and achievements of 
Christianity which can be considered characteristic of a 
Religion divinely revealed for the salvation of mankind. 
Originally said to have been communicated to a single 
nation, specially selected as the peculiar people of God, 
and for whom distinguished privileges were said to be 
reserved, it was almost unanimously rejected by that 
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nation at the time, and it has continued to be repudiated 
by its descendants with singular unanimity to the present 
day. After more than eighteen centuries, this Divine 
scheme of salvation has not obtained even the nominal 
adhesion of more than a third of the human race, 1 and if, 
in a census of Christendom, distinction could now be 
made of those who no longer seriously believe in it as 
Supernatural Religion, Christianity would take a much 
lower numerical position. 8akya l\Iuni, a teacher only 
second in nobility of character to Jesus, and who, like 
hirn, proclaimed a system of elevated morality, has even 
now almost twice the number of followers, although his 
missionaries never sought converts in the "rest. Con
sidered as a scheme Divinely devised as the best, if not 
only, mode of redeeming the human race, and saving 
them from eternal damnation, promulgated by God 
himself incarnate in human form, an<l completed by bis 
own actual death upon the cross for the sins of the world, 
such results as these can only be regarded as practical 

1 By recent returns the number of the professors of diJJerent religions 
is estimated as follows:-

ParSOOll 150,000 
Sikhs. 1,200,000 
Jews 7,000,000 being about i per ceul of the whole. 
Greek Catholics. 75,000,000 ,, 6 ,, ,. 
Roman Catholics 152,000,000 ,, 12 ,, ,. 
Other Ch1istians 100,000,000 ,, 8 ,, ,, 
Hindus • 160,000,000 ,, 13 ,, ,, 
Muhammadans • 155,000,000 ,, 12i ,, ,, 
Buddhists 500,000,000 ,, 40 ,, ,, 
Not included in the l lOO,OOO,OOO 8 

abovo . . . 5 " ,, ,, 
l ,2.J0,350,000 

We have taken these statistics, which are approximately correct, &om 
an excellent little work recently published by the Society for the Propaga· 
tio1.1 of Christian Kuowledge: "llnddhism, by T. W. Rhys Da\·ids," p. 6. 
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failure, although they may not be disproportionate for a 
system of elevated morality. 

We shall probably never be able to determine how far 
the great Teacher may through his own speculations or 
misunderstood spiritual utterances have suggested the 
supernatural doctrines subsequently attributed to him, 
and by which his whole history and system soon became 
transformed; but no one who attentively studies the 
subject can fail to be struck by the absence of such 
dogmas from the earlier records of his teaching. It is 
to the excited veneration of the followers of Jesus, how
ever, that we owe most of the supernatural elements so 
characteristic of the age and people. We may look in vain 
even in the synoptic Gospels for the doctrines elaborated 
in the Pauline Epistles and the Gosp~l of Ephesus. The 
great transformation of Christianity was effected by men 
who had never seen Jesus, and who were only acquainted 
with his teaching after it had become transmuted by 
tradition. The fervid imagination of the East constructed 
Christian theology. It is not difficult to follow the 
development of the creeds of the Church, and it is 
certainly most instructive to observe the progressive 
boldness with which its dogmas were expanded by 
pious enthusiasm. The New Testament alone represent.a 
several stages of dogmatic evolution. Before his first 
followers had passed away the process of transformation 
had commenced. The disciples, who had so often 
misunderstood the teaching of Jesus <luring his life, 
piously distorted it after his death. His simple lessons 
of meekness and humility were soon forgotten. With 
lamentable rapidity, the elaborate structure of ecclesias
tical Christianity, following stereotyped lines of human 
superstition, and deeply coloured by Alexandrian philo-
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sophy, displaced the suLlime morality of Jesus. Doc
trinal controversy, which commenced amongst the very 
Apostles, has ever since divided the unity of the 
Christian body. The perverted ingenuity of successive 
generations of churchmen has filled the world with 
theological quibbles, which have naturally enough cul
minated of late in doctrines of Immaculate Conception, 
and Papal Infallibility. 

It is sometimes affirmed, however, that those who 
proclaim such conclusions not only wantonly destroy the 
dearest hopes of humanity, but remove the only solid 
basis of morality ; and it is alleged that, before existing 
belief is disturbed, the iconoclast is bound to provide a 
substitute for the shattered idol. 'fo this we may reply 
that speech or ~ilence does not alter the reality of things. 
The recognition of Truth cannot be made dependent on 
consequences, or be trammelled by considerations of 
spurious expediency. Its declaration in a serious and suit
able manner to those who are capable of judging can never 
be premature. Its suppression cannot be effectual, and is 
only a humiliating compromise with conscious imposture. 
In so far as morality is concerned, belief in a system of 
future rewards and punishments, although of an intensely 
degraded character, may, to a certain extent, have 
promoted observance of the letter of the law in darker 
ages and even in our own, but it may, we think, be 
shown that education and civilization have done infinitely 
more to enforce its spirit. How far Christianity has 
promoted education and civilization, we shall not here 
venture adequately to discuss. "\Ve may emphatically 
assert, however, that whatever beneficial effect Christi
anity has produced has been due, not to its supernatural 
dogmas, but to its simple morality. Dogmatic Theology, 
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on the contrary, has retarded education and impeded 
science. Wherever it has been dominant civilization has 
stood still. Science Las been judged and suppressed by 
the light of a text or a chapter of Genesis. Almost 
every great advance which has been made towards 
enlightenment has been achieved in spite of the protest 
or the anathema of the Church. Submissive ignorance, 
absolute or comparative, has been tacitly fostered as the 
most desirable condition of the popular mind. " Except 
ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven," has been the 
favourite text of Doctors of Divinity with a stock of 
incredible dogmas difficult of assimilation by the virile 
mind. Even now, the friction of theological resist
ance is a constant waste of intellectual power. 'fhe 
early enunciation of so pure a system of morality, and 
one so intelligible to the simple as well as profound to 
the wise, was of great value to the world, but experi
ence being once systematized and codified, if higher 
principles do not constrain us, society may safely be left 
to see morals sufficiently observed. It is true that, not
withstanding its fluctuating rules, morality has hitherto 
assumed the character of a Divine institution, but its 
sway has not, in consequence, been more real than it 
must be as the simple result of human wisdom, and the 
outcome of social experience. The choice of a noble life 
is no longer a theological question, and ecclesiastical 
patents of truth and uprightness have finally expired. 
Morality, which has ever changed its complexion and 
modified its injunctions according to social requirements, 
will necessarily be enforced as part of human evolution, 
and is not dependent on religious terrorism or supersti
tious persuasion. If we are disposed to say: Cui 
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bono1 and only practise morality, or be ruled by right 
principles, to gain a heaven or escape a hell, there is 
nothing lost, for such grudging and calculated morality 
is merely a spurious imitation which can as well be pro
duced by social compulsion. But if we have ever been 
really penet.rated by the pure spirit of morality, if we 
have in any degree attained that elevation of mind which 
instinctively turns to the true and noble and shrinks 
from the baser level of thought and action, we shall feel 
110 need of the stimulus of a system of rewards and 
punishments in a future state which has for so long been 
represented as essential to Christianity. 

As to the other reproach, let us ask what has actually 
been destroyed by such an inquiry pressed to its logical 
conclusion. Can 'fruth by any means be made less true? 
Can reality be melted into thin air? The Revelation not 
being a reality, that which has been destroyed is only an 
illusion, and that which is left is the Truth. Losing 
belief in it and its contents, we have lost absolutely 
nothing but that which the traveller loses when the 
mirage, which has displayed cool waters and green 
shades before him, melts swiftly away. There were no 
cool fountains really there to allay his thirst, no flowery 
meaclows for his wearied limbs; his pleasure was delu
sion, and the wilderness is blank. Rather the mirage 
with its pleasant illusion, is the human cry, than the 
desert with its barrenness. Not so, is the friendly 
warning; seek not vainly in the desert that which is 
not there, but turn rather to other horizons, and to surer 
hopes. Do not waste life clinging to ecclesiastical 
dogmas which represent no eternal verities, but search 
elsewhere for truth which may haply be found. What 
should we think of the man who persistently repulsed 
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the persuasion t11at two and two make four from the 
ardent desire to believe that two and two make five? 
Whose fault is it that two and two do make four and not 
five? Whose folly is it that it should be more agreeable 
to think that two and two make five than to know that 
they only make four 1 This folly is theirs who represent 
the value of life as dependent on the reality of special 
illusions, which they have religiously adopted. To dis
cover that a former belief is unfounded is to change 
nothing of the realities of existence. The sun will 
descend as it passes the meridian whether we believe it 
to be noon or not. It is idle and foolish, if human, to 
repine because the truth is not precisely what we thought 
it, and at least we shall not change reality by childishly 
clinging to a dream. 

The argument so often employed by theologians that 
Divine Revelation is necesllary for man, and that certain 
views contained in that Revelation are required by our 
moral consciousness, is purely imaginary and derived 
from the Revelation which it seeks to maintain. The 
only thing absolutely necessary for man is Truth ; and 
to that, and that alone, must our moral consciousness 
adapt itself. Reason and experience forbid the expec
tation that we can acquire any knowledge otherwise 
than through natural channels. \Ve might as well 
expect to be supernaturally nourished as supernaturally 
informed. To complain that we do not know all that 
we desire to know is foolish and unreasonable. It is 
tantamount to complaining that the mind of man is not 
differently constituted. To attain the full altitude of the 
Knowable, whatever that may be, should be our earnest 
aim, and more than this is not for humanity. We may 
be certain that information which is beyond the ultimate 
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reach of Reason is as unnecessary as it is inaccessible. 
:Man may know all that man requires to know. 

"re gain more than we lose by awaking to find that 
our Theology is human invention and our eschatology an 
unhealthy dream. "re are freed from the incubus of 
base Hebrew mythology, and from doctrines of Divine 
government which outrage morality and set cruelty and 
injustice in the place of holiness. If we have to abandon 
cherished anthropomorphic visions of future Blessedness, 
the details of which are either of unseizable dimness or of 
questionable joy, we arc at least delivered from quibbling 
discussions of the meaning of c:Uc.Jvw~, and our eternal 
110pe is unclouded by the doubt whether mankind is to 
be tortured in hell for ever and a day, or for a day with
out the ever. At the end of life there may be no definite 
vista of a Heaven glowing with the light of apocalyptic 
imagination, but neither will there be the unutterable 
horror of a Purgatory or a Hell lurid with Hames for the 
helpless victimi. of an unjust but omnipotent Creator. 
'l'o entertain such libellous representations at all as part 
of the contents of "Divine Revelation," it was necessary 
to assert that man was incompetent to judge of the ways 
of the God of Revelation, and must not suppoi::;e him 
endowed with the perfection of human conceptions of 
justice and mercy, but submit to call wrong right and 
right wrong at the foot of an almighty Despot. But 
now the reproach of such reasoning is shaken from our 
shoulders, and returns to the Jewish superstition from 
which it sprang. 

As myths lose their might and their influence when 
discovered to be baseless, the power of supernatural 
Christianity will doubtless pass away, but the effect of 
the revolution must not be exaggerated, although it 
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cannot here be fully discussed. If the pictures which 
have filled for so long the horizon of the Future must 
vanish, no hideous blank can rightly be maintained in 
their place. ·we should clearly distinguish between what 
we know and know not, but as carefully abstain from 
characterising that which we know not as if it were really 
known to us. That mysterious Unknown or Unknowable 
is no cruel darkness, but simply an impenetrable 
distance into which we are impotent to glance, but 
which excludes no legitimate speculation and forbids no 
reasonable hope. 
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Corinth, 23 f.; of Atheoagoraa, 24; 
of Ep. of Vieone and Lyons, 24 ff. ; of 
Canooof Muratori, :!ti f. ; of Ireoreus, 
2 ; 27 ; 33 ; Si f. ; 1 of Clement of 
Alexandria, 27 ; of Tertulliao, 27 ; of 
Origeo, 27; rejected by heretical aecta, 
27 f.; doubtaof authorship, 28; ascrib
ed to Clement of Rome and Bama
bae, 28; title 28; continuation of third 
Gospel, 28 f. ; conclusion from extenial 
evidence, 28 f. ; evidence regarding 
authorahip, 31 ff. ; regarding Luke the 
traditional author, 311 ff. ; superscrip
tion of, 37 ff.; '11,.is aectiooa, 40 If.; 
eources, 47 ff. ; author's peculiarities 
throughout, 48 ff. ; author not Luke, 
liO; nor companion of Paul, Iii ff.; 
contradictions and omiesioDB of Paul's 
history, lil ff.; Timothy supposed 
author of, 59 ; Silas, 59 ; Titus, 60 ; 
author unknown, 60 ; inadequate as 
evidence for miracles, 61 ; historical 
value, 62 ff.; design, 63 ff. ; title, 66; 
limited ecope, 67 If.; incorupleteoess 
as history, 6!S f. ; parallelism between 
Peter and Paul, 70 ff.; the speeches, 
72 ff. ; not historical, 73 ff.; brevity 
of speeches, 7 5 ff.; authors peculiar
ities throughout speeches, 78 ff. ; all 
quotatioDB from l:ieptuagiot, 80 ; 
speeches composed by author, 81 ff.; 
speech of Peter at Pentecost, 82 ff. ; 
Peter's speeches compared with Paul's, 
84 ff., 110 ft; apologetic argument, 
88 ff. ; fundamental similarity of 
speeches, 111 ff. ; alleged analogy ' 
between Peter's language in Act.. and 
in E}'istle11, 112 ff. ; alleged tracee of i 

translation, 114 ff. ; speech of Peter 
i. 16 ff., 1111 ff. ; death of Judas, 107 f'. 
historical value of, 109 ff.; repre
sentation of the Apostolic Age 
in, 111 ff. ; Stephen the Mart yr, 
146 ff. ; his speech, how reported 1 
155 ff.; cootrnclictioos of 0. '1'., 157; 
11imilarity to speechea of Paul and 
Peter, 1511 ff. ; linguistic analysis of 
speech of Stephen, 164 ff. ; result of 
analysis, 175 If. ; first persecution, 
!ill f.; Philip in Samaria, 180 f. · 
Philip and Eunuch, 181 tr. ; Peter at 
Lydda, 183 f.; at Joppa, 184 ff., 193 · 
conversion of Comelins, 186 ff.; 
vision abrogated distinction of clean 
and unclean animals, I 115 f. ; incon
sistent with Peter's conduct at An
tioch, 196 ff.; episode of Cornelius 
uuhiatorical, 199 f.; Paul's conduct 
after cooven.ioo, 204 ff. ; his first visit 
to Jerusalem, 207 ft:; Paul's vision in 
Temple, 215 f.; Paul's second visit to 
Jerusalem, 216 ff. ; not second visit 
of Acta, 219 If. ; third visit of A eta 
221 ff. ; discrepancy of thu two oar'. 
ratives, 224 ff.; motive of visit, 227 ff.; 
the public congress, 230 ff. ; speech of 
Peter, 236 ft:; compared with conduct 
at Antioch, 242 ff.; speech of James 
at Council, 247 ff. ; the Apoetolio 
letter, 256 ff. ; spirit of the decree, 
262 ff. ; Paul's miesioo according to 
Acta, 287 ff. ; circumcision of Timo
thy, 294 ff.; rOk of Paul in, not his
torical, 303 ff. ; condusioos arrived 
at, 319 f. ; Oift of Tongues at Peote
COBt, 367 ff. ; origin of the account, 
376 ff.; Acta as evidence, 405f.; con
version of Paul, 509 ff. 

Addai, Doctrine of, ii. 156, note 2. 
.<Eneaa the paralytic, iii. p. 183 f. 
.<Enon near Salim, ii. HS. 
Agbarus, Prince of Edesaa, Letter of 

Jesus to, i. 262. 
Agrippa Castor, ii. 41, 43, 45. 
Alexandrians, Epistle to the, ii. 288 f. 
Alcxaodrinus, Codex, i. 216, 218 f .. 243, 

4311, 329, 3ll2, 419 f. ; ii. 26 note 3 
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iii. 54 note 1, 1 OS note 1, 173 note 1, 
183 note 1, 259 note l, 331, 410 
note 2, 4 22 note 3, 4 i1 note 1. 

Alford, Dean, iiL p. 17 note 4, 469 
note 3. 

Alogi, iL 4'19. 
Alpiel, Angel, L 108. 
Ambrose, St., miracles of, i. 170. 
Ammonius of Alexandria, ii. 168. 
Amos ix. 11 f. ; iii. p. 249 ft'. 
.Amulets, Jewish, i. 116. 
Anabaptists, i. 4i7. 
Anacletus, Bishop of Rome, i. 219. 
Andrew of Crearea, Apocal1pee con-

sidered b1 Papias to be inspired, i. 
485 ; iL 333, 300. 

Anicetus, i. 429, 482; ii. 269. 
Anpiel, Angel, i. 108 • 
.Autbon1, St., Miracles of, i. 167 It 
Antichrist, ii. 266 tr. 
Antioch, i. l.uiii. f. 
Antipodee, i. 136 f. 
Antitbesie, Marcion'e work, ii. 84, 88, 

93, 94, 105 f. 
Antoninus Pius, i. 276 f. 284. 
Apocalypse of John, L !95, 298, 485; ii. 

1114, 166, 239, 272, 308 f., 3H, 833 f.; 
Writer of, could not be author of 
Goepel, 387 If. ; external evidence 
that Apoetle John wrote, 81l0 If. ; 
Dionyeius of Alex. the first who 
doubted it, 3112 f.; hie reuone purely 
dogmatic, 393 ; date of, 393 ; writer 
calla himself John, 393 f.; was be the 
Apostle f 394 f.; Ewald'a argument 
that be was not, 395 tr. ; glorification 
of the Twelve, 396 f.; an allegory, 
397 tr.; justified b1 words of Jeeue, 
397; no modesty for historian to 
withhold bis name, 3118 f. ; compared 
with author of Goepel, 400 f[ ; no in· 
ternal evidence opposes ascription to 
Apostle, 399 f. ; character of son of 
Zebedee, 400 f[ ; agreea with indica· 
tione in Apocalypee, 4 04 ff. ; J udaietic 
Cbristianit1 and opposition ti> Paul, 
406 tr. ; iii. 313 fl'.; external and in· 
temal evidence agree in ascribing it 
to Apostle, 407 f. 

Apocryphal works, quoted as Hol1 
Scripture, i. 103 ; ~as f., 240, 2;.2, 
254, :170, 458; ii. 164 fl'., 226; bearing 
apostolic names, i. 291 f.; read in 
churches, i. 294 f. ; ii. 164 f., 168, 
239. 

Apollinarie, Claudius, date of, ii. 182 f. ; 
bis works, 183, 185 f.; Fragment on 
Paecbal Contronrey aecribed to him, 
183 f. ; rea110ns for cotu1idering thia 
epurio1111, 184 f[; iii. 24. 

A pollinarie of Laodica-a, iii., p. 19. 
Apolloni1u1 of Ephesus, ii. 891. 
A poll Oii, ii. 38, 280 Dote 1. 

Apostles, Oo.tpel according to the, i. 
291 f., 41\1, 426 f. 

Aquila's version of 0. T., ii 210, S04. 
Aquinas, St. Thomas, ru-iie and tem-

pests direct work of Devil, i. 131. 
Aristioo, i. 44', 447 ; iii. 33 note 2. 
Ameth, ii. 84. 
Arnold, Dr., Miracles objects of faith, i. 

18. We must judge a revelation b1 
ite substance, not by its evidence, 18; 
miracles common to Goo and to the 
DeTil, 18. 

Articles of Church or England, iii. p. 400 
note 1. 

Asa, Demon, i. 118. 
Asael, Demon, i. 118. 
Aeaph, ii. 10 f. 
Aaceneion : eame da7 as reeurrection, iii. 

p. I 03 note 2 ; 6 71 f. ; allegation 
regarding the, 400 I'. ; evidence re
quired, 402 fl'.; account in Mark and 
Luke, 4 70 I'. ; account in Acts, 4 7t ff ; 
idea o( Ascension not original in 
Cbristianit1, 47 4; nlue of eridence 
of Oospele and Acts, 4i5 ft 

Aebbe41, a fallen angel, i. l 03. 
Aamodeua. Demon, i. 102, 108, 112 note 

J, JU f., 118. 
Atbanaeiua, St., accused of S01'Ce1'7, i. 

147; Miracles of St. Anthony, lti7&:; 
Ep. of Ignr.tiue, 259; mentiona Cle
mentinee, ii. 41. 

Atbenagoru, angelic agency in natural 
phenomena, i. 122 f. ; on demons, 
123; account of him, ii. 188; worb 
and date, 189 f. ; allegeii quotatione 
from our Gospels, 190 ff. ; quotation 
of apocryphal work, 196; on inspi· 
ration 0. T., 197; alleged reference 
to Fourth Gospel, 378 f.; hie Logt' 
doctrine, 378 f. ; uncanonical quota· 
tion in mouth of Logos. 379 ; alleged 
evident'e for Acts, iii. 24. 

Atterbury, Biebop; nect'88ityof miracu· 
loua evidence, i. 6 ; the troths requir· 
ingauch atteatation be1ond Rea..on, 22. 

Auguetine, St., on demons, i. 135; angela 
and demona &8tlume bodies, 135; In· 
cubi and Succubi, 136, and notes 4, 
6; Dueii, 136; Antipo<lea, 136; on 
miraclea. l N ff. ; miracle. related 
b1, 170 IF. ; bis arguments regarding, 
and guan,otee of, miracles reported, 
180 f[; on Luke iii. 22, 322; on 
Mark, 456 note 1 ; on Mnttbew, 473; 
on Stephen, iii. 148; on 1'onguee, 365. 

Axioniou11, ii. 70, 220 f. 
Azael, a fallen angel, i. l 03 note 4, 104. 

BAllCABBA~. ii. 44. 
Barcoph, ii. 44. 
Bardeeanee, ii. ;o, 220 f. 
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Barol\b."9, Epistle of ; clean and unclean 
beasts, i. 138 ; su1>eretition regarding 
the bare, 138 ; the hyena, 1;l8; author 
of, 232 f. ; early references to, 233 f. ; 
date of, 23t f[ ; found in Cod. Sinai· 
ticua, 23t, 236 i; supposed quotation 
of Matt. nii. 14 as H. S., 236 ff. ; 
Orelli's explanation, 241 ; quotations 
compared with Synoptic Gospels nod 
booll of Ezra, 241 f[ ; evidence for 
Fourth Goapl!l-type of brazen ser· 
pent, iL 249 f[ ; on the two w"ys, 
316 f. ; alleged evidence for Acts, iii. 
7, 473 note 1. 

Barnabas, Gospel according to, i. 233, 
292. 

Baroniue, i. luviii. note 1; ii. 198 
note 5, 209. 

Bartholomew, Apostle, i. 471 C. 
B""ilidee, date and writings, ii. 41 ff. ; 

made use of Apocryphal GoApel, 42 Jf.; 
claimed to have received hia know· 
ledge from Glauoiae, "interpreter of 
Pet.ir," .U ; quoted apocryphal works, 
44 f. ; nature of hie "Gospl!I," 42 f., 
45, 46 f. ; alleged references to our 
Go~pels, 4 i ff. ; alleged ref11rence to 
Fourth Gospel, 369 ; none to Acts, iii. 
22. 

Baanage, iii. 33 note 3. 
Baumgarten·Crusius, i. xxxviii. f. 
Baur, F. C., on Ignatius, i. lvi. Ix. ft'. ; 

on Clementioee, ii. 4 ; on Maroion's 
Gospel, 85, 86, 114; on Stephen, iii. 
148, 155; on Tabitha, 185 f.; con· 
v11reion of Paul, 1110. 

Beaueobre, i. xxxvii. 
Beeleo, iii. 292 now 2. 
Berthnldt, iii. 3:15. 
Bethabara, ii. 417. 
Bethany, ii. 417. 
Betheeda, Pool of, ii. 418 tr. 
BeyRChlag, iii. p. 491, n. 2. 
Bezte, Codex {D), i. 332, 3M note 3, 

355 note 3, 356 noie 3, 392, 438 ; ii. 
419 f. 430 note 1; iii. 28 note Ii; 55, 
183 note 1 ; 331 note a ; 429 note 
12; 457 note 1; 4il note 1. 

Bleek, i., :uvi., xxix , xi. f., lvi. f., 458 
note 2 ; ii. 332 note 3, iii. p. 56 
note 1, 95 ff., 97 f., 152 note 2, 
155 note 3, 181, 257 f. 

Bollimdiet Collection of Lives of Saints, 
i. 1!!7. 

Bolten, ii. 83. 
BretRChneider, i., lvi., 241. 
Brodie, Sir B., iii. p. 527. 
Browne, Sir Thoma.a, on witebee, i. 148. 
Bryennioe, Ep. of Clemen~ i. 216 note I. 
Buckle. relation between ignorance and 

s11pen1titio11, i. 149, 2114 note J. 
Bunsen, i., xxviii. f., xlvi. f., 438 note 3; 

ii. 177, 2H. 

Burton, Anatomy of Melancholy on In· 
c11bl and Succubi. i. 136 note 1. 

Butler, Miracles proof of Divine Reve· 
L"\tion, i. 4 ; Christiauity b11yond 
reason, 23 note 2. 

C&sA.ntU. PHILIPPI, Miracles at, i. 165. 
Caiapba,, high priest, ii. 415 ft'. 
Caius, ii. 241. 
Cajetan, i. 477. 
Calvin, on Eps. of Ignatius, i., xxx., 

259 f. ; our Goepel of Matt. show,. 
no trace of Hebrew original, 477; on 
Luke, iii. 33 note 3; on Gal. ii. 2, 23:i, 

Carpenter, Dr., iii. 628 ft'., 533 f., 5J5 
638. 

Carpoorates, i. 4 21. 
Casaubon. i. xxxiii. 
Celaue, on demons, i. 128 f. ; on Phoooix; 

138; Jeane accused of magic, 324; 
hie work against Christians, ii. 225 ff. ; 
date of Celeue, 226 f[ ; was he the 
Epicurean 1 2'!.7 ff. ; be wa.e a Neo· 
Platonist, 232 II.; mention:1 only Book 
of Enoch and Sibylline books, ~:14; 
accusation against Christians of alter· 
ing Go.~pel, 381 f. ; no evidence for 
Acts, iii. 26 ; on Resurrection, 551. 

Centuriatore, Magdeburg, on Eps. of lg· 
natiue, i. 256 f. 

Cerdo, ii. 212, 215. 
Cerinthue, i. 421; ii. 392, 403. 
Cham, ii. 0 note 4. 
Charismata: referred to, Gal. iii. 5, iii. p. 

337 f. ; in Corinthian Church, 3H ff.; 
bestowed on whole Church, 354 ff. ; 
not e11pernat11ral, 356 ff. ; uo practical 
trace of them, 356 Jf. ; Tongues, 
361 ff. ; interpretation of Tongues, 
385 ff. ; none wiraculoue, 392 It 

Charms, Jewish, i. 116. 
Chemnitz. i. xxx. f. 257. 
t;hrietianity, primitive: iii. p. 109 ff.; de

veloped out of JmL"\ism, p. lH ff.; only 
distinguished from Judaism by belief 
in Jeeue as Messiah, 116 ff.; Jew be· 
lieving in Jeeua ai.o Messiah btocame a 
Christian, 121 f.; involved no bre.wh 
with Judaism, 122 ff.; obligation of 
law continued, 123 ff. ; Jeeus con· 
fined minietry to Jews, I 21! ff. ; in· 
etructions to the Twelve, J:ll f. ; 
appointment of eeventy diRCiplee, 
I:i2 ft'. ; their alleged mieoion, la5 f. ; 
position of disciples on death of Je,.us, 
139 ff.; way to, still through Judaism, 
141 ff. ; A poetlee and primitive Chris· 
tians continued Jews, 144 f. ; deve· 
lopment of, 31 i ff. 

Chn..tianity. BU(X'rnaturnl or 11nte011ble, 
i. l ff.; claim to be IJivine Revelation 
not original, 2, iii. 578 f . ; chara..:ter 
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of earlier and later ages of, i. 198 ff. ; 
iii. 570 f.; affirmed to be believed 
upon miraculous evidence by the 
thinking and e<lucated, i. 205 f. ; 
fallacy of the argument, 206 f. ; com· 
~tive position of Chriiitianity, 
iii, 579 ff.; supernatural elements 
introduced by followers and not by 
J esue, 581 f. ; the effect of Christianity 
on civilization almost aolely due to 
its morality, 582 f.; we gain more 
than we lose by abandoning theory of 
Divine Revelation, 586 L 

Chry808tom, on Ignatius, i. lxxiv. ff'. ; 
on angels, 128; place where Mark waa 
written, 452 note 1; on Matthew, 
f7a; on Acts, iii. 28; on superscrip
tions, 37; on Gal ii. I, 216 note 1; 
on Gal ii. 2, 233; on Rom. :r.vi. 26 f. 
331. 

Claromontaoue, Code:r., i. 294 note 9. 
Claudius Apollinaris, ate Apollioaris. 
Clement of Alexandria, quotes Xeno-

phimee, i. iti note 3; on angels, 122; 
angelic agency in Na.ture, 12-.!; Greeks 
plagia.rize miracles from Bible, 122 ; 
the Son gave philosophy to Greeks 
by inferior angels, 122; tempests, &c., 
produced by evil angels, 131 ; calla 
Homan Clement "Apostle," 218; 
Epistle of Barnabas, 23a ; calla author 
"Apostle Barnabas," 233; variation 
from Matt. v. 16, 352 note 3; variation 
from Matt. v. 37, 35a note 1; varia.
tion from Luke xii. f8, 356 note 4 ; 
variation from Matt. xi. 27, 407 f.; 
apocryphal quotation, 416 ; quotes 
008[>61 of Hebrews, 421 ; on com· 
position of Mark, 4f9, 450 f. ; 
U&ed Kf,ptryµ.« Ofrpou, 458, ii. 225 ; 
refereocee to Basilides and followers, 
ii. •~ f,; quotations from Valentious, 
5;, f., 62 f. ; variation fram Matt. xix. 
17, 64 f. ; Valentin us professed to have 
tr..ditiona from A postlea, i 5; alle:.;ed 
quotation of 'l'atia.n, 147 f.; d.
not mention Tatis.n's Diatefosaron, 151; 
quotes Sibylline books and Buok of 
Jly11taiipea as inopired, 164 ; quotation 
from Apocryphal book regarding 
Pl\11), 164 note 7 ; does not mention 
work on P1W!Over by A pollioaris, 1 !!6 ; 
mentions Heracleoo, 212, 224; date 
of Strou1ata, l!24 ; Logos doctrine 
in Kf,pvyµ.« nfrpo11, 296 note 2 ; on 
a passage from Barnabas, 316; on 
1'11. c:r.viii. 19 f., 318; Apocalypee, 
392; on Acts, iii. 27; Rom. :r.v., ii:vi., 
332. 

Clementine Homilies, quote Apocryphal 
work, i. ~31 ; combination similar 
to a passage in Justin, 349 note 
4; vari1:d quotations agreeing with 

Ju,tin, S5S note 1, 855 note ], 
373, 3i6, 00, f12, 413, 415, ii. 
311 ; supp08ed to use Goepel of 
Hebrews, i. 421 ; variation from Luke 
niii. 34, 439 note 2; analogy of, 
with work of Mark, described in 
Papiaa, 458 f.; date and character, ii. 
I It ; Ebiooitic, 2 f. ; their nature, 
S ; only internal evidence as to date 
and origin, 3 It ; quotations generally 
put into mouth of Peter, 6 ; number 
of evangelical quotations, 6 ; theories 
as to source of the quotations, 7 [; 
comparison of quotations with Synop
tics, 8 It ; quotation from Apocryphal 
Gospel, 15, 27, 30 ff. ; Codex Otto
bonianus, 26 ; quotations with per
sititent variation, 27 ff. ; on true and 
false Scriptures, 30 f.; result of exa
mination of quotations in, 32 L ; no 
trace of N. T. Canon, 33 f.; animosity 
against Apostle Paul, 34 ff., 351 L; 
Paul attacked under dieguiee of Simon 
the Magician, 34 It, 351 f., 405; 
variation from Matt. :r.iL 17, 65; 
variation from Matt. vii. 13 f., 31 i ; 
variation Deut. ll:XL 15, 31 i note 3; 
alleged references to Fourth Gospel, 
334 tf.; uncanooical quotation, 339; 
alleged reference to John iL 1-3, 
339 It ; the fall denied in, 339 L ; 
deny that .M~ wrote the Penta
teuch, 339 note 1; on evil, 340 L; 
alleged reference not to Fourth Go.
pet, 342 f. ; dogml\tic teaching totally 
different from ~·ourth Gospel. 3U tr. ; 
identity of J udaiam and Christianity 
maintained, 345 ff. ; denied in Gospel, 
346 f. ; Monotheism maintained as 
opposed to the divinity of Christ, 
34 7 L ; does not know Logos doctrine, 
3~8 L ; %o<t>l11 appeared in Adam 
and othera before J eeus, 349 tt ; total 
absence of Johanoine dogmas, 3411 f. ; 
Peter, the chief of the Apostles, 350 f.; 
the career of Jesus limited to one 
year, 351 f. ; alleged evidence for 
Acta, iii. 21 ; letters of commenda
tion, 307 note 1. 

Clementine Recognitions, on the giants, 
i. 123 note 3; on angels and demons, 
132; quoted, 290 note 3; Jeeus :ic
cuaed of magic, 323 f. ; variation 
from Matt. :r.i. 27, 410; i-. 
compared with Justin, 414; date and 
character, ii. 1 tt; Ebionitic, 2 f.; onl7 
known through a Latin version, 3. 

Clement of Rome, on Phrenix, i. 13i; 
an ti pod es, 13 7 note 1 ; Epistle to 
Corinthians, 216 It ; 2nd Epistle 
epuriou., 216 L ; identity of author, 
217 L; called "Apoet.le," 218; 
Epistle to Hebrewe aacribed to him, 
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218 ; Acta of Apo6tlee ucribed to 
him, 218; Epistle to Corinthian• 
read in Churches, 218; amongst 
Apocrypha in Stichometry of Nice· 
phoms, 219 ; date, 219 ff. ; EpiAtle 
mentioned by Dionyeiua of Corinth, 
2HJ; by Hegesippua, 219; order of 
aucceeeion to Bishopric of Rome, 219; 
mentions Paul's Kpiatle to Corinthi&na, 
222, 223 ; supposed reftirencee to 
Goepels. 223 It; quotes Apocryphal 
Gospels, 231 f.; pR88Rge in Epistle si
milar to one in Ep. of Polycarp, 2i8; 
Epistle read in Churches, ~H ; quota· 
tion 2nd Epistle to Corinthians, com· 
pared with Justin, 377; pauage of 
Jo;piatle of Clement, compared with 
Justin, 413 ; spurious worlte ascribed 
to, ii. 1 It ; Epistle to Diognetue 
erroneously aacribed to him, 38 ; no 
evidence for Fourth Goepel, 249 ; 
alleged evidence for A eta, iii. 3 It 

Constitutions, the Apoetolio, i. 138, 353 
note 1, 41". 

Cook (Cocua}, i. xuii. 
Coponiua, i. 307. 
Corinth, parties in, iii. p. 307 ff. 
Corinthians, Ep. to: 2 Cor. xii. 12, vol 
· iii. p. 338 tr. ; 1 Cor. xii. 4 tr., p. SU 

ff. ; 2 Cor. xii. 2 tr., p. 55i ff. 
Corinthians, 3rd J<:pistle to the, ii. 166. 
Cornelius, conversion of, iii. p. 186 ff. 
Corrodi, ii. 82. 
Coteleriua, ii. 25 note 4. 
Cotterill, on Ep. to Diognetue, ii. p. 39 

note 4. 
Credner, on Stiohometry of Nicephorus, 

i. 219; Justin's Memoirs, 289, 293 
note 6; birth of Jesus in a cave, 311 
note 4; coming of Elias, 315; uae 
of lights at Haptiam, 822 ; on a 
euppoeed quotation by Justin of 
Matt. xvii. 13. 395 ff. ; on state
ments of Fathers regarding Matt. 
xiii. 85, ii. 11 note 3 ; on quotations 
in Clementine11, 16 f. ; Marcion's Goa· 
pel, 84; on Tatian's Diate1111aron, 155; 
on emendation Sept. version, 304; on 
descent of same spirit from Adam 
to Jesus in Clementinea, 349 note 
2; on supernatural birth in Clemen· 
tines, 3411 note 6 ; on pa.eeage in 
Canon of Muratori, 382 note 3 ; die· 
tinction in Canon of Muratori be· 
tween John the disciple and John the 
apoetle, 384 ; on Founh Goepel and 
ita authorship, 410 fl'. ; on Sychar, 
John iv. 6, 4:!3. 

Creacens, Cynic, i. 282; ii. 144. 
Criticism, Canons of, i. 212 It 
Croea, I nacription on, in Goepels, ii. 

460. 
Cureton, Dr., Syriac Epistlea of Igna· 

VOL. Ill. 

tiua, i., xxxiv f., xiv, fxlix f. 256 ; 
Syriac fragments ascribed to Melito 
of Sardis. ii. 1 77 It, 180 f. 

Cyprian, of Carthage, on demons, i. 
I24; demoniacal origin of disease, 
124; accused of magic, 147; mirar.lee 
in hie day, I6f. 

Cyreniua, i. :!84, 305 ff. 
Cyril, of Jerusalem, quotes atory of 

Phoonix, i. 138; on Goepel of 
Matthew, 472; on Rom. :r.vi. 26, 27; 
iii. 381. 

DALLA!l'S, i. 257, 275. 
Davidson, i. lvii. lxi. f. 
Death, Angels of, i. 108. 
Decree, The Apoetolic, iii. 256 It 
Deity, Argument of miracles begins 

and ends with U11umption of Per· 
aonal, i. 630: 

Deliel, Angel, i. 108. 
Delitzsch, on quot.ations by Justin from 

the Memoirs, i. 373 note 2, 378 
note 3 ; finds traces of Goepel of 
Hebrews in Talmud, 420; on Sychar, 
423. 

Demoniacs of Gadarenee, i. 142 f. 
Demonology, of Book of Tobit, i. 102 ; 

of Book of Enoch, I03 tr.; of Jewa 
at time of Jeeua, 111 ff. ; of Fathers, 
121 ff. 

Demons, heathen goda considered by 
Jews to be, i. IOO f., 124, I34, and by 
N. T. writers, IOI; Book of Tobit 
on, I02; Book of Enoch on, I03 tr.; 
belief in, at time of Jeeue, 111 It ; 
number of, 111; work and habits, 
I 11 ff. ; how to aee them, 112; have 
cock's fee\, Il2; poese88ion by, 114 If.; 
Josephus on, 120; Justin Martyr on, 
121 f., 158; Theophilus of Antioch 
on, 122, 159; Athenagoraa on, 123; 
Tatian on, I23 f. ; Cyprian of Car· 
th:ige on, 124; Tertulli:\n on, 124 ff.: 
Origen on, I27 ff., Celena on, 128 f.; 
I81 ; Jerome on, 128; St. Thomas 
Aquinas on, 131; Clementine Re· 
cognitions on, I31 ; Lactanti11a on, 
132 If.; Eusebiua on, I34 f. ; St. Au· 
guatine on, 135 ; belief in, dispelled, 
149 If. 

Denainger, i. xiv. 
Diateeearon, ate Tatian. 
/!ua8/ittt1, ii. I 71 f. 
Diognetus, Epistle to, i. 220 ; author

ship and date, ii. 88 It ; integrity, 
38 f. ; doea not quote Synoptics, 40 ; 
alleged references to Fourth Goepel, 
352 tr. ; recalla paasagea in Philo, 
356 note 1 ; thia Epistle a plagiarism 
of Pauline Epistles. 857 tr.; compa· 
rieon with 2nd Epiatle to Corinthians, 

Q Q 
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858 f. ; Logos doctrine of Epiatle 
dilt'erent from that. of t.he GOl!J>"l, 
862 ff. ; of no nlue aa eTidence for 
Fourth Goepel, 3~8 ; &lleged eriJence 
fur Acta, ili. :!l f. 

Dionyeiua, of Alexandria, on tomb of 
t.wo Johna at Epbeeua, i. «7; on 
GO!'pel and Apoc3lypee of John, ii. 
3&i, 392 f[ 

Dionyeiua Bar-Salibi, ii. 158. 
Dionysiua, of Corinth. ment.iona Clement 

of Rome, i. :il9; Epistle of Clement. 
read in Churches, 294 ; Epietle of 
Soter r..t in Churches. 294 ; a.:count 
of him, ii. 159 ff. ; Epi.et.le to Soter, 
159 f.; upre...ione cLa.imed ae ni· 
deuce for Goepele, 160 8'. ; what were 
the"Scripturea of the Lord I~ 160 f[; 
alleged references to Matthew and 
t.he A pocalypee, 166 f[ ; &lleged ni· 
dence for Acts, iii. 23 f. 

Docetm, ii. 5'1, 267. 
Dodwell, ii. 188. 
Dollinger, vou, iii. p. 355, 358 f. 
Donal.Jeon, l>r .. on Epiatle to Diognetua, 

ii. 39 note 4 ; on Tat.iao's l>iatee
earoo, 153; I >iateesaron may ban 
been confounded with Goepel of 
Hebrews, by Tbeodoret, 154 ; we 
could not identify it. by our actual 
information concerning it., 167; on 
"&riptureeof the Lord," referred to 
by Dionyaiua of Gorinth, 161 f.; on 
hia "rule of truth," 167; fragment 
ascribed to Melito epurioua, 11'-8 
note ~ ; on Paschal Chronicle, 188 ; 
on Athenagoru, 196; on Canon of 
)luratori, 2H; on exp~ion of 
Hegesippua, "the doorof Jesus," 317 
note 5; pa.'IMge by Tatian, 373 note 1. 

Dorcas. Stt Tabitha. 
Dreama, Rulee in Talmud regarding, 

i. 1 1 6 ; faate to obtain good, 116. 
D~I. on Petermaun'e lgnatian Epe., 

i. xlvi; Clementinee, ii. 1, 26, 3lH, 
338f. 

l.W..,Ur, iii. p. 329 f[, 836 tr., 351 tr. 
Duncker, ii ii. 
Dueii, St. A uguatine on, i. 135. 

EnD-Jau, ii. 158. 
Ebionitee, iii. 28, 316. 
Ebiooitee, Goepel of t.he, i. 295, 320, 

419 f., 422 f. ; ii 32. 
Ebrard, ii. SO I n. 2 ; 332 n. 3; iii. H 

D . 3; 96, 431 II. 3. 
Egyptian•, Gospel according to the, i. 

:J78, 419 f.; ii. 43. 
F.ichhom, ii 83 ; iii. 79 f. 
f;IJAd and Modat, Prophecy of, i. 254. 
Eloutheru~ Biabop of Rome, i. 429, 

4;s2; ii. 198, 208, 210 f. 

Eliae, Reftlation of, i. 240, 435, Ul. 
Ellioou, Dr. I Bi.shop of Olouceeter), iii. 

205 D. 1, 338 f. 
.,..., eec:tiom, iii. '° tr.. 43 I[ 
Eocrat.itee, ii. 1 U, 159. 
'"n•ir, iii 336 f., 35t f. 
Enoch, Book of, quoted by Epiatle of~ 

Jude, i. 103 ; collllidered in&pired by 
Fat.hen, 103; Tert.ollian on, 103 1; 
Angelology and Demonology of, 103; 
quoted by Epiat.Je of Baroabu, 238; 
refened to by Celaoe, ii. 234. 

Epheaiaua. Epiatle to t.he,ii. 62, 7i f., 238. 
Ephrem, Syrua, ii 158. 
Epiphaoiua, Epiatle of Clement. i. 2H 

fire and Toir.e at b&ptiam of Jeana, 
from Goepel according to Hebrews, 
320 ; oombination of puagee similar 
to quotation in Juat.in, 349 note 4; 
variation from Matt. v. 37, 353 note 
1 ; variation from Matt. xi. 27, 403 f., 
408 f.; on Goepel of Hebrews, 423, 
4i2; on James aa High Priest, '31 
note 2 ; on language of Oocpel of 
Matthew, 472 (; &lleged references of 
Baailidea and bis ecbool to our 
Goepele, ii. 49 f.; nriat.ion of 
Matt. x.i.L 17 from Goepel of t.he Har
cionitee, 65 ; bitternees &gllin.U Har
cinn, 89 ; charge of mutilating Luke, 
90 8'. ; his plan in attacking Marcion, 
92; had not Marcion'a OOllpel before 
him while writing, 99 f[ ; reproecbee 
Marcion with erasing i-pa from 
Luke not in that G<l6pel, 10u; under· 
t."\k~ to refute )farcion out of hie 
own Goepel, 109 1 ; on Tat.iao 's 
Diatel!Mron, 151, 153; fragment. of 
Atheuagoraa. 189; Epi.otle to Hora 
of Ptolemama, 203 f., 380 ; Tbeo
dotioo'e ver11ion. 0. T., 210; on Cerdo. 
212. 214; Kolarbuue, 215 f[; refen 
to Alogi, who reject Fourth O<iepel, 
4i9; on Luke iii. 36 f. ; on Gal. ii. 1, 
216 n. 1 ; regarding Paul, 316. 

Epiatlee, The Catholic, iii 321 It 
Eraamue, i. 477, iii. 613 not.It 1. 
Emeet.i, ii. 317. 
F..uenea, ii. 469. 
Eunuch, iii. 182 n. 4. 
Eueebiue, Silence of, i., Ji ft, 482. f. ; 

hie prooedure. xiT. ff., ii. 318 ~- ; 
interest in Fourth Goepel, i. m £ ; OD 

demoll8, 134 f. ; Greek gode de
mons, 13'; demon• introduced ma
gic, 134 ; miracle of Nataliue, 1 :W ; 
on statement of Ireoeue regarding 
continuance miraculous gift.a, l oO ; 
miracles related by. 164 tr. ; on 
Clement of Rome, 217, 219; Epistle 
of Be.mabaa. 233 ; cl&8M!8 it amonp 
11purio1111 t.oob. 2!l-' ; l<~piatles of Igna
t.iua, xlvii. If., 259; letter to ,\gbanu, 
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262; Ep. of Polycarp, 272; Justin'• 
Apologies, 283; Apocryphal works 
read in Churche,, 294; biithof Jeeua 
in a cave, 31 I ; quotes Justin, 3a9; 
on Serapion, 4181. ; claseee Gospel o( 
Hebrews, 422; on Goepel of Hebrews, 
420, 422, 433 f. ; on Hegesippua, 
xviii. ft ; 4 29 ft'. ; 43 :.! ft'. ; on Proverbs, 
433 ; on PapiM, ui. f. ; 444 ft'.; on 
connection of Peter with Goepel of 
llark, UP, 450 f.; bis depreciation of 
Papiaa, 470 f.; on Pantrenus. 471; 
on composition and language of Goe· 
pel of MattbPw, 472; uae of Epi.etlee 
of John and Peter by Papias, 484 f. ; 
Papiaa U8e8 GOBpel of Hebrews, 485 ; 
on Basilidea, ii. 41 ; on Tatian'11 
Diateaaaron, J 50 f., 153; on Diony· 
eiue of Corinth, 159 ft'. ; on Melito of 
Bardill. 169 tr. ; Ii.et of Melito'e works, 
l i7 f. ; on Claudius Apollinari.e, 
182 ft'.; doee not mention a work on 
P&11110ver by Apollinari.e, 185 f., 186 f. ; 
paeaage from Hegeaippus. 315 f. ; 
reference to tradition regarding John 
not connected with Papiaa, 329 ; con· 
tradicta statement of Irerueus regard· 
ing Papiaa, 326 note 1; on ..Enon, 418 
note 2 ; hie explanation of difference 
between Fourth and Synoptic Goepele, 
453 ; on Philip, iii. 20 ; on Luke, 
36; on Gal. ii. 1, 216 n. 1; on da1·k· 
neee at crucifixion, 424. 

Evidence, miracnloue, neceasary to 
establish reality of Divine Revela· 
tion, i 1 ft'. ; error of suppoeing that 
nothing eupported by credible teeti· 
mony should be d isbelieved, 94 ; 
evidence for the miraculous evidenoe 
required, 94; relation of evidence to 
subject, iii. 398 IE 

Ewald, bid views on miracles, i. 28 f. 
note I ; on Igoatian J.:pistles, xlvi; 
lgnatian Martyrologies, lnviii. ; 
Spruchsammlung, 244 , 249, 269, ii 
135, 146, 465; on Juetin·s Memoira, 
birth in cave, i. 310; on Matt. xvii 
13, 396, 398; on Luke niii. 34, 439 
note 4 ; source of Synoptic GoJpels, 
ii. 134 ft'. ; mythical character of first. 
cbapten of Luke, 201 ; Apolloe 
author of Epis•le to Hebrews, 280 
note 1 ; it transferred Pbilo'e doctrine 
of Logoe to Christianity, 280note1; 
Apollos impregnated Paul with Logoe 1 

doctrine, 280 note 1, 296 note 2; 
on Zech. xii 10, 304 ; Apocalypee 
and Goepel cannot have been written 
by eame author, 389 f.; agaioet 
Apoetolic origin of Apocalypee, 
395 f.; on modesty of Apoetle John, 
8117 lf., 440 ft'. ; the Fourth Goepel 
written by Presbyter, of Epheaus, 

at dictation of Apostle John, 411 f., 
437 f. ; epeecb of Caiaphas in purest 
Greek, 4 I 5 note 1 ; on Sychar, 423: 
auert., John to have been relative of 
the High l'riest. 425, 428; theories 
as tothe coinpo11ition of Fourth Gospel 
to explain its peculiaritiee, 43t If. ; 
on chapter ni., 435 ff. ; the Apostle'• . 
ahare in the composition of the 
Gospel, 435 f. ; on xix. 35, 438 f., 
445 f. ; explanation of anonymity on 
ground of "incomparable modesty " 
examined, 442 f. ; aaeertion that 
ch. xxi. must ha...e been written before 
A poetle' a dtoatb discussed, H3 IE ; 
on discounea io Fourth Gospel. 461 f.; 
his argument regarJing John of Apo· 
calypee applied to Epistles, 47 4 ; evi· 
dence for Luke in superscription, iii 
37 f. ; on Acta xv. 7, 240 n. 1 ; on 
circumcision of Timothy, 298 n. 1 ; 
on Rom. xvi., 335 ; on interpreta
tion of tongues, 385 o. 1 ; on eoula 
of dead, 5H n. I. 

Exorcism of Demons, i. 102 f.; forms 
of, by Solomon, 115 ff.; account of, 
by Joeepbus, Jl9; Rabbins powerful 
in, 119; Justin Martyr on, 119 ; 
potent root for, 120; Tatiao on, 123 f.; 
Origen on, l '1.7; Lactantius on, 133 f. ; 
aeserted by Jesus, 152 f. ; continuance 
of power of, in Church, 153 tt 

Experience, the argument from, L 55 tt ; 
Hume's argument, 79 ff. 

Ezra, Book of, i. 232, 238 n. 3, 241 f., 
250 f., 252. 

F.1.BIAN08 of Rome, miracle at bis elec· 
tion, i. 165. 

Fanuel, Angel, i. 105. 
Farrar, Dr., Hulaean lecturer; i . 10, 

78 f., 2<'8 n. 1, iii. p. 102 0. 3, 125, 
411 n. 3, 423 n. 4, 426, 468 n. 2, 
469 n. 1, 471 n.1, 490 o. 3, 635 I., 
561 n. 1. 

Fathers, coemical theories of, i. 121 ft'. ; 
uncritical and credulou~ character of, 
460 f., 473 ; ii. 91 f., 165; testimony 
of, regarding original language of 
Goepel of Matthew, 471 ff. 

F"'i.an, Dr., burnt for sorcery, i 148. 
Flavia Neapolis, i. 282. 

G.tBRtBt., An~!, over eerpenta, Paradise, 
and the Cherubim, i. 104; over thun
der. fire, and ripening of fruit, 107 f. ; 
taught Joseph the eeveoty Liog1L1gee 
of earth, 108 f. ; over wara, 130; the 
Annunciation, i . 308. 

Gadre~l, a fallen angel, eeduced Eve, i. 
103; \aught use of weapone of war, 
103. 

Q Q 2 
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Galilee, did di.eciplH go ioto, after cru
ciflxioo f iii p. 102 ff.; 452 ft 

Gaza. iii. 181 f. 
Oelaaiu11, Decretal of, condemoa Gospel 

according to Barnabaa, i. 233 f. 
Gerizim, Mount, ii. 409, 424. 
Oervaaim1, St., mira.clee by relica of, i. 

169 ff. 
Geeta Pilati, au Nicodemua, Goepel 

of. 
Ofrorer, ii. 349, n. 2; 468 f.; iii 490 

O. 3, 523 n. 1. 
Oiauta, the olr.pring of fallea angela, i. 

103 f., 123, 121. 
Gi-ler, ii. 83. 
Olauciaa, the '' int.erpreter of Pet.er," ii. 

46. 
Gnoeticiem. ii. 4, 41. 53. 61 f. 
Onoetica. variation of, from Matt. xi 27, 

i. 403 fJ., ii. 29. 
Ooban1a, Stephanua, i. 440 f. 
Ooepele. Apocryphal, number of in early 

Church, i. 212 f., 291 f[ 
Goi.pel, the Fourth, viii 1-11, i. 420 

note 5, viii. 1-1 l deri•ed from 
Goepel of Hebrewa, 485 ; alleged 
quotation by Valentinua, ii. 56 f. ; 
the e:rtemal evidence for, 2•9 ff; 
Clement of Rome, 249; Epistle of 
Bamabu, 249 ff. ; Pastor of Hermu, 
1!51 ff. ; lgnatian Epiatlee, 1!58 fl: ; al
leged evidence in Epiatle of Polycarp, 
2tla ff.; the Logos doctrine in Juatin, 
1!7 :! ff. ; alleged references in J uatin 
2!17 ff. ; alleged reference of Hegeeip
pua to :s. 7, 9, 315 ff.; l'apiaa, pre-
1111mpti•e evidence against, i. :s:si. f. ; 
ii. 3111 ff., 3!i:I f.; alleged quotation by 
l'reehytera io work of Papiu, 323 ff., 
no evidence that the Preabytera 
are coun..cted with Papiaa, 8l!i ff. ; 
alleged reference iu Clemeutinee to 
lL II, 334 ff., to :s. 27, 338, to i:r. 1-8, 
33!1 ff. ; fundamental difference of 
doctrine• of Cleruentinee. 344 ff. ; 
all .. ge•I refer.,ncea to, in Epistle to 
l>io1,.'lletu11, 352 0:, of no value u evi-. , 
deuce, 31>7 f. ; alleged references by 
Ruilid..,., 368 f. ; alle~ed reference by 
Valentinua, 56 f., 68 f ., 3ti9 f . ; l>i· 
lemma of the argument from Hereei· 
archa, 3i0 ; all~.-d reference by Ta· 
tian, 372 ff. ; by Athenagoru, 378 f.; 
by Epiatle of Vienne and Lyons, 
379 f. ; by Ptnlem1111111, 880 f.; alleged 
teetimony of Celaua, 881 ; legeudary 
account of it.II comp<>11ition in Canon 
of 1it uratori, 3111 ff. ; l\Uthon<hip and 
charnder of. !~85 ff. ; the lh·., Canoni
cal works attributed to J obn, 8&6 ; 
writer of Apocalyp11e cannot be 
writer of o~pel, :!bi f[ ; character. 
iatica of, f08 f[; language of, 408 f., 

411 f. ; theories to aecount for it.. 
411 f.;authornotaJew.f131[; Lo
p doctrine, '13 f. ; attitude towuda 
Jewa, 414 ; mist.al:• denoting fe>
reigner, 41' ff'., Aun.ui ancl Caiapbu, 
415 f.; Pool of Sil0&m, 417 n. j; 
Bethany beyond Jordan, fli l; 
Euou, '18 ; Pool or Betheeda, f I 9f ; 
Sych&r, a cit7 of &maria. 422 l; 
chiefly followa Septuagint Ymion. 
424; John, of Fourth OOl!pel and of 
Synoptics. 4 24 ff. ; J obn, the belond 
di.eciple, limited to Fourth Golpel, 
429 f[ ; theories regarding chap. :ui, 
43311'.; theory of Ewald regarding 
comp<lllition of 0.-pel, 434 I[ ; on 
xi:s., 351., f38 f[, 445£. ; pecul!aritiel 
of Goepel render hypotbesi1 that it 
wu written by the Apostle John in· 
credible, 440 ff. ; modesty of the 
auppoeed author examined, 441 It; 
Ewald'a argument that chap. :ui 
wu written before death of Apoetle 
John, 435 £. 448 ft'.; author wu not 
an eye-wito-, 05 f[ ; fundammlli 
dift'erence between Jeeua of Syoop
tica and of, 450 f[; raising of Lua
rua, 4 61 f[ ; di tference of tachiag 
between Synoptica and, •64 It; 
theories to account for aubjectirity 
in diacoureea, 466 ff.; impomibility 
of remembering long diecounee IO 

long. 467 ff. ; e:splauationa deetroy 
historical character or, 470 I[; t!M
COUl'lell in, ideal, 471 ff.; argument 
from Epistles, 4 7 3 ff. ; Paecbal contro
veniy, 474 ff. ; reaulta, 476 f.; Theo
philus, 476 ; lrenreue, 4 ii. 

0011pels, Evidence of the: beuingcrOOI. 
iii. 410; vinegar and gall, m f.; 
houra of the Paaaion, 41 ll f.; inaarip
tion on cro1111, 413 f. ; parting gv· 
men ta, 4 H f. ; the two male{acton, 
415 f.; the penitent thief, 416 f.: 
mockery of the crucified, U 7 t; the 
beloved diaciple and women by the 
CJ'Ollll, 418 f. ; the worda on the croee. 
419 ff. ; Eli, Eli, 42ll f.; the grrat 
darkn8811, 4 23 f. ; the Yeil of the 
Temple, 424 f. ; reeurrection of tbe 
Sainte, 4 25 f[; the earthquake, f:li ; 
the centurion, 429 f. ; the Crurifra
gium, 430 f[ ; the wound in the eidt. 
484 f. ; Joaeph and Nicodem111, 4361. ; 
the entombment, 436 ff. ; the epiClllo 
HO f. ; laai&h, ch. liii., 441 f .; 
watch by the 11epulchre. 443 If. ; the 
resurrection, HIS ff. ; according to 
Matthew, 4f7 ff.; according to Milk, 
451 ff.; according to Luke, •53!.: 
according to Fourth G08pel, 454 Ir:; 
vie ion of Mary )I agdal.::ne, 4 5f Ir: : 
journey to Emwaua, 4 ~9 f[ ; apptar-
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ance to the Eleven according to 
Luke, 461 f. ; according to Fourth 
Godpel, 462 If. ; incredulity of Tho
IDA8, 465 ff.; appearance related in 
Matthew, 467 ff. ; conclusion from 
evidence of Uospela, 4 i 5 If. 

Oospela, the Synoptic, i. :t I 2 If. ; pos· 
sagea reaewbling pa.rallela io, not 
n~y from, 280 f. ; actual 
agreement of qu•>tations from un· 
named source no proof of uae of, 
359 f[, ii. 17 f., 34 2 f. ; theoriea as to 
the order of, ii. l 37 ; reaulta of 
examination regarding date and ori· 
gin of, 2!6 tr. ; Justin's deacription 
of system of Jesus applicable to, i. 
345, ii. 3U ; contra.•t between 
Fourth Gospel and the Synoptica, 
450 If. ; superiority of t.eaching of, 
over Fourth Gospel, 464 f. ; result of 
examination of, H9, iii. 674 fl: 

Grabe, i. 217 n. 6, 416, ii. 224 note 6, 
316, 3:H note i. 

Gratz, ii. 84. 
GrPgory, lla.r-Hebrreus, Disbop of Tagrit, 

ii. 158. 
Gregory, of l\azianr;um, i. 4119. 
Gregory, of Neo-Cieearea, Thaumatur

gue, miracle. of, i. l 65 ff. 
Gregory, of Ny1111a, account of miracles, 

i. 165tr. 
Griesbach, i. xuvii., ii. 82, iii. 4 71 

D. 1. 
Grotius, iii. 35 n. 4, 252 n. 5, 339 

n . 5. 
Guericke, i. )vii., iii. 335. 

HADll:NBACB, i. )vii. 
Hahn, ii. 83, 84, 87, 9/i, 97 f., 100, 

JlO tr. 
Bale, Sir Thomae, on witches. i . 149. 
Ham, supposed to h<Ave discovered 

magic, L 132. 
Hamilton, Sir William, on Unknowable 

Ood, i. 7:1 note 2 ; cla8a of phenomena 
requiring that cauae called Deity con· 
fined to phenomAna of mind, 75. 

Hare, aupen<tition regarding the, i. 138. 
l:lariel, Angel, i. 108. 
H a.rleaa, i. xii. f. 
HAee, i. xiii., iii 120 n. 4. 
Hausrath. iii. 491 n. 4. 
l:lawkine, Dr., complain• of those who 

judge Hevelation by aubetance, and 
not evidence, i. l 8. 

Hebrew, the original language of Mat
thew's Goepel. i. 4tH If.; Paul repre
eenta the J eAua of his viaion speaking. 
415 note 4. 

Hebrews, Goepel M.'Cording to, it.a 
analogy to our Goapela, i. ~13; quo· 

tation from, in Epidtles of Ignatin•, 
270, 331 f. ; Justin's )lemoirs, 21:1~ ; 
public reading, 2!15 ; fire and voice at 
baptism, 3111 If.; Gospel of Egyptians 
a version of, 378; used by Hegeaip
pua, 4 H, 420, 43J ff.; Justin au1•· 
posed to refer to, 416 ; relation bt0· 
tween it and Oo•p.ll of Peter, 419 tr. ; 
various forme of, 419 tr. ; identity 
of, with Memoirs of the Apoatlea die· 
cuaeed, 419 f[; quoted by Papia., 
420, 485; uaed by Clementinea, 421; 
used by Cerinthua and Carpocratea, 
421; Diatesaaron of Tatian called, 
421 ; quoted by Clement of Alexan
dria, 4 21 ; us..d by Origen, 4 22 ; 
found in circulation by Theodoret, 
422 ; clasaeJ by Eusebiua in aecond or 
third cl8.118, 4 2:t ; aldo by N icephorua, 
422 ; value attached to it by Ebiou
itea, 4 ~3 ; believed to be original of 
Matt., 423; translated by Jerome, 
4:.!3 f[ ; relation between it and Matt., 
4115; it.a antiquity, 425 f. ; called Gos· 
pel according to the Apoatlce, 426 f.; 
the two opt!ning chapten, 436 ; Epi· 
pbanius on, 472 f. ; eul'poaed use by 
author of Clementine11, ii. 7, au f. ; 
enppoaed to be Gospel of Ilasilide.i, 
43; alleg..<l to have formed part of 
Tatian's Diate.isaron, 148 f. ; waa 
called Diateeaaron, 151, 156 If. 

Hebrews, Epi•tle to the, ascribed to 
Clement of Home, i. ~18, to Barna
ba.ii, 2:l3 ; Origen on, ~8!1; in Mun.
torian Canon, ii. 23~ f. ; Logos doc
trine of, ~.'.ill f.; 2U tr. ; work of a 
Christian Philo, 280 ; transferred 
Philo·a doctrine of Logos to Christi· 
anity, 280 note l; ascribed to .Apo!· 
Joa, :t80 note I ; evidence for, iii 
3:!: f. 

Hefele, i. xlvi., 221, iii. 8 o. 4, l 1 n. 1. 
Hegeaippua, EW<ehiua on, i. xviii. tr.; 

ref en to Epidtle of Clement of Rome, 
i. 219 ; quotation from, 231 f. ; Goepel 
of Hebrews, 413 f., 433 f .; account of 
him, and date, 428 ff. ; considered 
Jamee chief of Apoatlea. 430; hie 
account of James, 430 f., iii. 121 note 
2; his rule of faith, i. 431 f. ; hia 
refef\!nce to Apocrypha discu88ed, 
43:l f[; surviving membeni of family 
of J eeua, 435 ; auppoiied reference to 
Matthew, 435 ff. ; suppoaed reforence 
to Luke, 437 ff. ; fragwent in Stephen 
Gobarua, HO f. ; ou heresi"8 in early 
Church, 44 2 ; oppoaition to Paul, 441 ; 
did not know any N. 'l'. Canon, 442 f.; 
Canon of Muratori ascribed to him 
ii. 241 ; alleged reference to Fourth 
G011pel, 3 H f[ ; eitpred8ion " door of 
Jeeua" used by, 315 fl:; did not Ii.now 
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our Oospel11, 318; alleged evidence ' 
for Acts, iii. 18. 

Hegrio, Angel, i. 131. 
Heinrichs, iii. 152 note 2. 
Hengoteoberg, oo Sychar, John iv. 5, ii 

4:!:1; the huebaoda of Samaritan 
womau typical of gods of Samaria, 
42a f.; contradictaaaaertion that John 
waa relat«l to high priest, 4 25 note 3. 

Heracleon, uaed KliMI"' nhpo11, i. 
458, ii. 225 ; view• regarding Jeaua, 
ii. 69 ff. ; date, 203 ff.; all8g00 com· 
mentary on Luke, 224 f, ; inference 
that he wrote oomo1entary on the 
Fourth Goepel coneidered, :1110 f.; no 
evid.,nce for Acta, iii. 26. 

Hennas, Paator of, i. llll; Hegrin, 
angel of beaata, 1:11 ; author, 25:! ff. ; 
date, 253; no quotatioDB from Synop
tica, 254; read in churchea, 294, ii. 
164, 168; alleged allusion to Fourth 
Goepel, 251 ff. ; alleg..d evidence for 
Acts, iii. 8 ff. 

Her•chel, Sir John, iii. 528. 
Heumann, iii. 33 note 3. 
Heurtl.,y, Dr., miracles neceaaary to 

prove Hevelatioo, i. 6 f., 9. 
Hibbert, Dr .• iii. 6a2. 
Hilarion, St., miracles of, i. 169. 
HilgeoMd, oo Ignatius, i. !xii f. 1 on 

quotation in 1':piatle of Barnabas i. 
252; on Kpi11tl" of Polycarp, 2'i6 f.; 
on Prot..vangelium of Jamee, 302 note 
6; quotation oo baptiam of J &ua from 
Gospel according to Hebrews, 320 ; 
Petrioe tendency in Juatio'11 Memoirs, 
331 ; Justin quotes from Goepel of 
Hebrewa or Peter, 332; on Juatin'• 
quotation• from &rmon oo the 
Mount, 368 ; on u11e of Luke by 
Hegeaippua, 438 f. ; on Papiaa, 445 
note 3 ; on Clementinea, ii. 4 ; author 
of C,'lemeotioea uaed ume Goepd u 
Justin, 7 note 5 ; on Epistle of t'eter 
attached to Clem. Homilies, 21; Ep. 
to Diognetue, 311 note 3 ; on Builidee 
in Hippolytua. 53; on Marcion·a Goa· 
pel, btl f. ; on procedure of Tertulliao 
and Epi)>haniue against Marcioo, 
!12 ft'. ; inffttflicieocy of data for the 
reconatruetion of text of Marcion'e 
Goepel, 102; on poaaagee in Mar
ciou'e Goepel, 117 notea)S aod 5, Jl:j, 
120, l 28 notes 4, 6, aod 7, 129 ; on 
Claudius Apollinaria, 187; reference 
to Zacharias in l<:piatle of Yienne and 
Lyone, 201 f.; on l'rotevaog. Jacobi, 
201 f. ; date of Budesaoea, 220; 
admits uBe by Clementioee of fourth 
Gospel. 33t note 2 ; on seventy disoi· 
plee, iii. l 36 note 2 ; on Oat. ii. l 2, 
:HS note S ; on Gal. i 15, 501; on 2 
<.:or. xii. 2, 6b9 note 1. 

Hippolytu1, euppoeed quotations from 
S) noptica by Baailidea in work of. 
ii. 4 2 ; hia mode of quoting. 5 l ft:, 
369 ; derived viewe of .Baeilide1 
from work.a of followen, 5lS ; oa 
Valentinua, 66 f.; alleged quotat.ioae 
from V alentinua, 66 f. ; his •yet.em of 
quotation, 67 I[, 31i9 f.; oo views of 
V alentiniana, 69 If.; on Herocleon and 
Ptolem11eus, 69 fl'., 212, 2~2; oo Axi· 
onieue abd Bardeeane1, 70, :!20 f. ; • 
writing of school and not of founda, 
71 f.; aource of eyetem of V&leotin111, 
76 f. ; Ptolemreua and Heracleoa, 2u4, 
205 If., 212 f., 220 f.; dependence oa 
Ireneua, 207 note 3 ; on Kolarma111, 
215 ff. 

Hit&ig, date of Book of Judith, i. 223. 
Holsten, iii 624 n. 2. 
Hug. ii. 84. 
Hume, his argu10ent from Experience, 

i. 77 ft:, attacked by l>r. t'anv, 
78 f.; Mill's criticiem on, 79 If'., 93 f.; 
Paley's argument against, ts8 ft 

Humfrey i. xx.xii. 
Humphrey, iii. 151 n. 4, 182 n. 4. 
Hyena, auperatition regarding, i. 138. 
Hyginua, ii. 212. 
Hyetaepea, Book of, quoted u Hol7 

Scripture, ii. 164. 

loNATIOI, Epistles of, i., x.xiii ff., 255 f[; 
Syriac vereion, x.xv. fl"., 256f., 259 ff.; 
Armenian vere. xliv. f[; lafedice&D 
and other MSS., xlvii fl'., 255 f., 2ti3; 
journey to martyrdom, liii. fl'., Wx. 8:, 
264 f. ; date and place of martyrdom 
of lgnatiue, liii. ft:, Ix xiii. fl'., ~66 f.; 
martyrologiea apurioua, xlix. f., 266 ; 
aupi-ed referencee to Matt., 267 I[; 
uae of Gospel according to Hebr-e•-.. 
268, 270, :S32 f. ; alleged referenoe1 
to the Fourth Goepel, ii. 2!•8 ff. ; ~oe
rally follow Syaoptica and not Fourth 
Goepel narrative, 2ci4 note 4 ; only 
one of alleged references occun in 
Syriac Epiatlee, 265 ; all epurioua or 
without evidential value, 2ti6; alleg.id 
evidence for Acta, iii. l 0 ft 

Incubi, i. 135. 
Infancy, Arabic Goepel of, i. 311. 
Irelllllua, on Septuagint veraion, 0. T., 

i. 101; continuance of miraculous 
power io Church, 159 ff. ; on miracle1 
of Simon and Carpocratea, 159; dad 
raiAed in hie day, 159; eucceaaion of 
<.:lement of Home, 219 ; rderence to 
passage in Ignatian Epiatles, 259; OD 

l'olycarp, 272 f., 274 f[ ; date of in
tercourse with Polycarp, 274; we
moira of Presbyter, 289; quotationa 
of Justin agaio-t Marcion. 296; 
Davidio deeoeut through Mary, 3\1;1 
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note 7 ; variations from llfatt. 11:L 27, 
403 f. ; on Goepela of Marcoeians, 
405 ft: ; on GOllJ>el of Ebionitee, 422 f.; 
on Proverbe, 433 ; on Papia.a. 446; 
iL 827 ; on connt:ction of Peter with 
Goepel of .Mark, i. 449; date and 
place where Mark was written, 451, 
452 note 1 ; hie quotation of Papiu, 
47 0 ; on original laiJguage of Goepel 
of Matthew, 471; on Valentinus, 
ii. 67 f[; doea not quote Val .. ntinua, 
but latt.r followeni, 57 fl'. ; quotation 
varying from Matt. ll:i11:. 17 from 
Goepel of Marcoeiana, 64 f. ; on Valen· 
tiniam, '16 f., their Goepel, 76 f[, 
2~8 f.; charge against Marcion, 90 f. ; 
childish reasoning, 111; on Marcion·e 
Goepel, U I f. ; doea not mention 
Tatian'a Diai-aron, 161; Syriac 
fragment ascribed to him and lllelito 
of l:laniia, 181 ; does not mention 
work on P81180ver by Apollinarie, 186; 
on Ptolemreue and Heracleou, 204, 
205 f., 212 f[; date of hie work 
adv. Hrer., 208 11: ; bearer of Epit<tle 
of Vienne and Lyons, 208 f.; mis· 
take regarding hie paaaage on Tetrad 
of Valentinian Onosia, 2 I 5 f. ; Ptole
mreue and Heracleon hie contempo
raries, 217 II ; regarding Polycarp, 
218 ; on Goepela of Valentiniaue, 
223 f. ; quotation from 1-'ourth Ooe· 
pel. alleged to be made by Pree· 
bytera, and taken from work of 
Papiae, 823 f[, not a r11ference to 
work of Papiaa, 827 fl'. ; refera to 
many Preabytera, 82!! f[; on Apoca
lypee, 891; tradition regarding Poly· 
carp and Apoetle John, 40:! ; Poly· 
carp and Paschal controversy, 4; 5; 
reasons why Goepela cannot be more 
or 1- than four, 4 7i f[ ; mention• 
heretica who reject Fourth Goepel, 
479; on Acta, iii. 2, 27, 34, 40; on 
Gal. ii. 1, 216 note 1 ; on gift of 
tonguee, 365. 

Irons, l.>r., on miraclea and evidence of 
Revelation, i. 11:ciii.; on Old Teatament 
miracles, 95 note l. 

leaiah, A11C41118ion of, i. 831 DQte 6, 
48.'i, HJ. 

Iaaiah, Prophet, i. 810, 4 41 ; ii. 10 L 
laidorua, ii. 44 note 4, 41, 58 
ltala Version, i 822. 
batee, King of Adiabene, iii 138 n. 2, 

193. 

JAMltll. Epistle of, ~ 353 note 1, 376; 
ii. 82, 239. I 

Jamee, Goepel according to, i. 291, 
802 f., Su& tr., 308 f., 311 f., 312 f.; 
ii 201 ft: 

Jamee, head of Ch. of Jerwialem, i. UO 
If., 4al note 2, 4i4; ii. l f., 314 f., 
402 f.; iii. 91, 210 ff., 2*7 If., 258 If., 
283 f[, 306 tr. 

Jechiel, Angel. i 108. 
J11huel, Angel, i. 107 f. 
Jequn, a falllln angel. &educed the holy 

angela, i. 103. 
Jerome, on demons, i 128; Angel 

Hegrin, 181 ; miracles of St. Hilarion, 
169 ; Ep. of Clement, 217 ; Ep. ·of 
Barnabee, 234 ; Hev. of Elias quoted 
by 1 Cor. iL 9, 240, U 1 ; Goepel 
according to Hebrews, quoted by 
Epistle of Ignatius, 268, 270, 882; 
date of Irenams, 27 4 ; Epilltle of 
Clement read in Churches, 294; 
Go.•pel of Hebrews on voice, &c., at 
Baptism of J eaua, 320 f. ; conllidered 
Goepel of Hebrew• original of Matt. 
4 23 f., & 7=~ ; translated it, 423 tr. ; 
laiJguage of Goepel of Hebrew1, '34; 
A11Censio laaire, 441 ; on connection of 
Peter with Goepel of Mark, 451; on 
original language of Goepel of Mat
thew, 473; who translated Hebrew 
original, 4 7a f.; on Matt. ll:iii. 85, iL 11 ; 
doea not mention Tatian'e Lliateua· 
ron, 161 ; does not mention work on. 
Pauover, by Claudius Apollinaria, 
186 ; date of I renreua, 211 note l! ; 
variation from Sept. of Zach. 11:iii. IO 
aa quoted Apoc. i. 7, and by Justin, 
804; on &non, 418 note 2; on Act.I, 
iii. 35. 

Jewa, credulous fickleneaa of, i. 99 f.; 
Monotheism of the, lUU; superstitioua 
of the, 101 fl'. 

John, Apostle, i. 444 f., 474, ii. 187; 
kept 14 .Niaan. ii. 187, 269; writings 
aecribed to, a85 ; if he wrote Apoca· 
lypae could not have written Goepel, 
8t17 tr. ; external evi.ience that he 
wrote Apocalypee, 890 ft; internal, 
396 tr.; character author of Apoca· 
lypae, 399 f. ; character, 110n of Zebe· 
dee, 400 tr. ; called the Virgin, 404 
note 2 ; author of Apocalypee, 408 f. ; 
reaidence in Ephee111, 406 ff. ; cha· 
racter aon of Zebedee compared with 
author of Goepel, 4 08 f[ ; did not 
remove to Epheaus in l'aul's time, 
412 note 2 ; John of Fourth Goepel 
difterent from John of Synoptici1, 
4:17 ft: 

John, Epistle of, first, said to have been 
referred to by Papiaa, i. 41!4, ii. 821 f., 
470 ff. ; in Canon of Muratori, 239 ; 
alleged quotation of first, in Epistle 
of Polycarp, :.165 f[ ; Creduer 888igne 
secoud and third, to Preabyter John, 
4 i a note I ; earlieat referencee to, by 
lrenreus and Clement of Ale11:., &14 ; 
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writer of 1ut two, calla himaelf Pres
byter, 4H. 

John, Presbyter, i. 444, 446 ft'.; ii. 408. 
JOBepbua, on e:i:orciam, i. 118; on 

demoo11, I 2ll ; portents of fall of J eru• 
salem, 120 f. ; regarding Caiaphas, high 
priest, ii. 415 f.; Annas, high pri'J9t, 
4 16 ; Pool of Bet.heed& and ita miracu· 
loue propo!rties unknown to, 422 ; 
ueumptioo of Moa., iii. 4i5. 

Jowett, Ur., iii. 216 note, 2'2, :!84 n. 3, 
311, 313 n. l, 602 n. 1. 

Judas, Gospel according to, i. 291. 
J udae Iscariot. account of hie death by 

Pa1•iaa. i. 483; in Acta, iii. 19, 99 fl:, 
1.06 ft'. 

Jude, Epiatlu of, quotes Book of Enoch, 
i. 103, ii. lti6 note l; quotes asaumpt. 
of Moeee, ii. 166 note 1 ; disputed, ii. 
164, 239. 

Judith, Book of, date, i. 223; men
tioned by Cl.,went of !tome, 223. 

Justa the Syruphrooician, ii. 23 fl'. 
Jwtio Martyr, on e:i:orciam, i. 119, 158; 

c.iemical theories of. 121 f.; on. de
mooa, 121; on dewooiace, 122, IS8; 
continuance of miraclee, 158 f.; quo
tation apocryphal worka, 23 l ; date 
and hietory of, 282 f. ; hie two Apo
logiee, 283 fl'.; Dial. with Trypho, 285; 
number of Scriptural quotations, 283, 
285; Memoirs of ApoetJ,.., 285 tr., 
theoriee with regard to them, 286 fl'.; 
Memoire how quoted, 290 f., r-1 in 
churchea, 2!14, ii. 171 ; Memoire not 
ioepired, i. 295 f. ; quotation from 
loet work againet Marcion, 296; quo
tation&, with name and without, from 
0. 1'., 297 f. ; meotiooe Apoealypee, 
2118 ; contenta of Mewoira, 299 fl'. ; 
genealogy of Jesua, 300 tr., 307 f.; 
t1vente preceding birth of Jeeua, 
302 ft'. ; remo\·al to Bt-th"'11em, so;, fl'.; 
ceneua under Cyreoiua, 306 f.; dwel· 
ling place of J08t!pb and Mary, 307 fl'.; 
birth of Jeeua, ;s09 tr. ; Magi from 
Aral>ia, :>Ii If.; J ... ua works as a 
c&r)>ent..r, 31' ft'.; baptism by John, 
316 ff. ; miradee of Jt'llue attributed 
to magic, 323 f. ; trial, A:c., Jesus, 
3:H f. ; agony in the Oard.,o, 327 ff. , 
J.,.ua forsaken by all. 3~9 tr.; Cruci
ti:i:ioo, 332 ff.; mission of the Jewe 
after resurrection, 3311; difference of 
the Mewoin. from the Uoapela, !139 tr.; 
11tyle of teachiug of Jesus, 34.>, ii. 
SU ; quotations from Memoire of 
Sermon on tht> Mount compared with 
8yooptica, 345 ft'.; dilforenoo of pro
feeaed quotatiooe, 8ti7 If; result of 
e:i:awination of quotations from Ser· 
mon on the Mount, 383 f. ; e:i:..
quutatione from Memoira compared 

with Synoptice, 3S7 ft'. ; quotationa of 
eayinga of Jeaua foreign to our o .... 
pe1a, 4 I 2 ft'.. ; apparent ucri pt.ion of 
.Memoire to Peter, 416 ft'.. ; identity 
of the Memoirs of the Apo9tlea .. -itb 
Goepel of the Hebrewa or of Peter 
diac~ 4111 ft'.; no evidence be 
wred uur OOBpela, 4 27 f. ; Epistle tu 
l>iogoetua, once ucribed to him eno
neouely, ii. 36 ; variation from Mati. 
siL 17, 65 ; complaina of adultera
tion of 0. T. &ripturea. 162 f.; 
type of bruen eerpent, 251 not.e 3; 
as witn- for Fourth Gospel. 270 f[ ; 
Apocalypse only book in N. T. men· 
tiooed by him, 272, 390 ; the Log..
doctrine of J 1111tin, 272 ft'. ; eame 
representation in Jo:piatles and Plailo, 
272 tr. ; knew Logos doctrine of Plato, 
276 ; held Plato and Socrates to be 
Christiana, 27ti; hie doetriue 1-
developed than that of 1''ourth c;.,.. 
pel, 276 f. ; real source of hia ter· 
mioology, 278 ft'.; bis terminologr 
dift'erent from that of Fourth Gospel, 
278 ft'., 282 ft' .• 295 ft'. ; Paa.Im uii. 
20, 278; Justin followa Philo, and 
tzacee Logos doctrine to 0. T., 
282 ft'.., 284 ft'.; Logoe as "Wiadom." 
284 ; qu11tt>& Pruverbe \"iii. 2-l tr., 
284 f. ; evidence of hie indebtedn
to Philo, 283 note 2, 285 ft'., 29l 
note 1 ; hie representations of Log<. 
also found in Epistle to Bebre..., 
286 tr., and early N. T. Epistles, 
289 tr. ; Justin and l'hilo place L<>g09 
in secondary position, 289 f[ ; allei;N 
references to Fourth Gospel, 297 I[; 
peculiarities of account of bapti.em, 
300 f. ; variation from Zechariah xii. 
10 with Fourth Gospel, 30ll If., like
wiee found in Apocalypse, 3~; 
J uatin derived hie reading fro111 
.A pocalypae or it.a eource, 303 f. ; 
alleged quotation from John iii. 3--b, 
3o4 ff., derived from different llOllJ"Ce. 
Slt!l If. ; Justin displays no knowledge 
of Fourth GoapeL 312 ft'.; hi.a de· 
acription of teaching of Jesua doea 
notapply to Fourth OoapeL 314, '71; 
alleg..d e\"idence for Acta, iii. 15 ft'.. 

KABLER, iii. 94, n. 2. 
Kaodeja, a fallen angel, taught lllllgic 

and e:i:orcism, i. 104. 
Keim, i. 272 n. 4, ii. 231 n. 2, US. n. 1. 
Kirchhofer, ii. 231 n. 2, iii. 8 n. 3, n. 4. 
K Cietlin. ii 85 f. 
Kueuen, iii. 325 n. 2, 487 n. 5. 
KuinOtll, iii. 152 n. 2, 188. 

LACBllAN!f, i. 329 n. 1, 439 n. 1, iii. 2H 
n. 2, 410 n. 2, 429 n. ll. 
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La.ctantiua, on angels and demons, 
i. 132 ff. ; fall of angel.is, 133 ; exor
ciam, 133 f., 164; antipodes, 136; 
Jesus accused of magic, 324 ; quotes 
Sibylline hooks aod Hyataspes aa in
spired, ii. 164. 

Laoge, a3 n. 2, 36 n., 188. 
Laodiceaua, Epistle to the, iL 81, 166, 

238. 
Lardner, on date 2nd Ep. of Clement, i. 

:.117 n. 6; on Igoatian Epa., xxxvi f.; 
259 n. l ; on ~e in Euaebiu.a 
regarding Gospel of Hebrews, 434 ; 
oo "Scriptures of the Lord " re
ferred to by Diooysius of Corinth, 
ii. 162; on Melito of Sardis, 170 
note 2, 17 5 ; alleged quotation by 
Athenagoraa from Luke, 1!14 note 
1; date of Celsua, 231, 234; oo 
Papiaa and Acta, iii. 20 f. ; on Tatiau 
and Acts, 23. 

Law, miracles ascribed to unknown, 
i. 34 f., to unknown connection with 
known, 84 f. ; higher, 35 f. ; will of 
man subject to, 37 ff.; sense in which 
term u.aed, 37 note 2; progr888ive suc
cesaion of, 89 f. ; invariability of 42 ff. 

Law, Mosaic: Jesus did not abrogate, 
iii. 12a If.; he and disciples observed 
it, 127 ff. 

La&arua, raising of, ii. 461 ff. 
l.echJ.,r, i. xliiL 
L..cky, Hiatory of Rationalism, L 14 9 n. 2. 
Legion, an unclean company, i. l 14 n. 5. 
Lekebusch, iii. 78 ff .• 17 5 o~ . 259. 
Liddon, Canon, on evidential purpose of 

miracles and their nature, L 38 note 2. 
Lightfoot, on Jewish suptorstition, L 

119 ; idea of regeneration attached by 
Jews to cooveraioo, ii. 8u9 f. 

Lightfoot, Profesaor, on silence of Euse
biua, i. xi. ff.; lgnatian Epiatlea, 
x:r.iii. ff., lxv. ff.; martyr-journey, 
lxv. ff.; Peregrious Proteus, lxvii. ff.; 
John Malalas, Ju.iv. ff. ; date of Pa
piaa, '47 note 4; Papiaa on Mark, 418 
note l ; on oracles of God, 464 note 1 ; 
on Diateesaron, ii. 156 note 2 ; Tatian 
and Fourth Gospel, 3i7 f. ; on Papiaa 
and Luke, iii. 19 note 4, 21 note 1 ; 
on Ep. of Vienne and LyonsandActa, 
25 note 3 ; on Apostles of Cit-eumci
aion, 138 note 3, 143 note 2 ; on 
Gal. i. 16, 208 note l ; on Acts ix. 
23, 208 note 3 ; on the Council, Acts 
xv., and Gal. ii. 1 ff., 226 note 1, 
227 note 2; on the Judaize1;11 of 
Paul"s Epis., 255 note 2, 269 note 1 ; 
oo parties in Corinth, 807 f.; on 
Paul and miraclea, a25 note 3; on 
Oal. iii. 5, sa7 note 2. 

l.ilith, she-devil, i. 112. 
LipeiuoJ, i., :u.vi. f. 

Uiffier, iL 82. 
Logos, doctrine of, origin of, ii. 279 If. ; 

in Septuagint version, iL 263, 2711 ff., 
282 f. ; in Proverb&, 258, 280 f., 
281 f., 284 f. ; in P11alms, 278, 286 f., 
295 ; io 0. T. Apocrypha, 253, 280 ff., 
284 f. ; in Apocalypee, 253, 272, 276; 
in Epistle to Hebrews, 253, 257 ff., 
272, 287 f., 292, 866 lf. ; in Philo, 258, 
255 note 1, 257, 2i2 ff., 274 ff., 277, 
289 ff., 292 f., 294 f., 295; in KiJP"'YI"' 
nfrpou 296 note 2 ; in Paulin" Epis
tles, 253, 257 f., 272 ff., 290, 294 ; 
in Plato, 276; in Justin Martyr, 
271 1f. ; transferred from Philo to 
Christianity by the author of Epistle 
to Hebrews, 280 note 1, 296 note 2; 
in Clementine&, 848 lf.; in Epistle to 
Diogoetus, 354 note l, aai 1f. ; in 
Tatian's work, 372 ft'. ; in worlr. of 
Athenagoraa, a;8 f. 

Loman, Prof. A. 0., i. 2H note 5. 
i.uciao, i. lxviL ff. ; ii. 231 f., 284. · 
LUcke, on Pastor of Hennaa, ii. 251 

note 4 ; lgnatian Epistles, 268 note 5 ; 
Apocalypse anJ Fourth Gospel can
not have been written by same author, 
388 f. ; considers interpret:•tion of 
Siloam. John ix. 7, agloaa, 417 note 2. 

Luke, Gospel according to, private 
document written for Theophilus, L 
152 note 1, ii. 134 ; many Gospels 
pre•iou.aly written, i. 213; genealogy 
of Jesus, 300 f.; events preceding 
birth, aos f. ; remo,·al to Bethlehem, 
3061f.; dwelling-place, 307 1f. ; birth, 
309 ff. ; <'.h. iii. 22, 322 ; agony 
io the Garden, 827 ff. ; the Cruci· 
fix.ion. a31l a:; passages compared 
with Justin, 342 If. ; "::lermon on the 
Mount" compared with JU8tin'e 
quotations, 34ti ff. ; danger of infer
ences from similarity of quotations, 
859 ff., 897 f .• ii 342 f. ; alleged quo
tations by Justin from, i. 386 lf. ; 
admitted expreea quotatioDB by 
Justin compared with, 388 ft'.; 
Gnostio and other variationa from 
Luke, x. 22, 402 1f. ; alleged refer· 
eocee by Hegeaippus to, 4:i7 1f.; on 
xxiii 34, 438 f. ; alleged reference by 
Papias to it unfounded, 4 84 ; alleged 
quotations in Clementinea, ii 16, 
18 f. ; alleged referencea of Baailide.t 
to, 42 ff. ; alleg..d references by Va
lentinus, 57 1f. ; relation of Marcion's 
Uoapel to, 82 ff. ; dependent on M1trk 
and Matthew, 8ti ; comparison of 
Marcion's Gospel with, 110 ff.; co01-
parison of opeoiu~ chapters with 
Alatth .. w and .Marc1on, laO ff.; sub
stantially Msrcion's Gospel, 138 ff.; 
alleged reference by Tati.an to, 146; al· 
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)eged quotations by A thenagonui. 190, 
194 f. ; referencetoZachariuin Epi.etle 
of Vienne and Lyons, 198 ff.; al· 
l~ged commentary on. and reference& 
by Heracleon, 2~4 ; Canon of Mura
tori on the, 237 f., 240; result of ex
amination of evidence rega• ding, 
245 f., 24 6 fl'. ; iii. 5 73 fl'.; ch. iii 15 f., 
ii. 298 note 1, 300; Irenaeus on, 331, 
4i7 f. 

Luke : first mentioned ae author of Acta 
and Goepel by Irenieus, iii. 2; evi
dence regarding him, 3!.I If.; u painter, 
35; tbe beloved physician, 36; one of 
diaciplea at Emmaus, 36 note ; no evi
dence that be travelled with Paul, 
39 ft'. ; connection with i11«is aectiona, 
40 If. ; not author of GOBpel and Acts, 
60 ; author of diary, 56 f. ; called to 
preach, 69 note 3. 

Luther, iii. 67, 532 note l. 

MAOARI08, St., miracles of, i. 169. 
Magdeburg Ceuturiators, i. x.u:., 256 (. 
Magia Jean t:hristi, i. 324. 
Magic, fallen angels, taught. i. 104, 105; 

Jews addicted to, 115 ff.; discovered 
by Ham, 132; invented and sustained 
by demona, 183, 134; univerality 
of belief in, 145 ff. 

Magiatris. Simon de, ii. 241. 
Mahomet claims Divine inspiration, i. 2; 

hie religion pronounced irrational u 
without miraculous evidence, 3. 

Maktnriel. Angel, i. 108. 
Malalae, John, i. In.iv ff. 
MADicheane, i. 4ii ; iii. 28. 
Mansel, Dean :-Mirnclee nec-ry tc 

Christianity, i. 6, ti; bnt cannot com· 
pel oolief, 17 f.; demands eoien
tiflc accuracy of evidence, a6 ; argu
ment for miracles from efficient cause 
u repre8cnted by will of man, 3tl If. ; 
aesumption of Personal Deity, 69 If.; 
date of I renteus, ii. 211 note 2. 

Marcellina, ii. 232. 
Mareion, i. 275 f., 284, 409, ii. 4, 

38, 63, 74; account of him, 79 ff.; 
date, 80 ; his collection of Christian 
writings, 80 ff. ; hia Goepel, 81 ff. ; 
theories regarding it, 82 ff., 84 note 
12 ; insecure data, 87 f. ; eourcea of 
information, 88 If. ; dependent on 
statements of dogmatic enemies, 89 ; 
object of Fathers in refuting Mar
cion entirely dogmatic, 91 f. ; hie 
alleged aim in mutilnting Luke, 91 f. ; 
value of materials aupplied by 
Fathers estimated, 92 If. ; 1'ertullian 
and Hpiphaniull ou, 93 fl'. ; imperfect 
data of hthera. 94 tr. ; had they hie 
6oept'I or only the Antithesis before 
theu1, 99 fl'. ; accu-1 of erasing paa-

!'age& not in Luke at all, 99 f. ; data 
for reconstruction of text iueufficient, 
100 ff. ; hie system and character. 
103 If. ; hie work, " AntitbeAia," 
106 f. ; hypotheei.a that his Goepel 
waa a m11til&ted Luke reeta upon 
Tertullian'a acc11Mtion, 108 ; the 
hypothem teated. 109 1t: ; result, 
ll:4 ft:, 249 ; the "Lord's Prayer, .. 
1211; opening chapters of Luke, 
127 fl. ; linguistic test., 188 (., his 
Goepel, wbetantiallyour Luke, 1388".; 
bad no author's name, 138 f. ; did 
not know other Ooepele, H 1 f[; 
statement of Latin MS. quoted bJ 
Tiechendorf, 322 f. ; on his know
ledge of Fourth Goepel, 370 i ; DO 

evidence for Acta, ill. 22, 37. 
Marcionites, ill. 117. 
M&rco6iana,Ooepelofthe, i. 4061[; ii65. 
Marcus Aurelius, i. lxxi. 276 f., 28t f., 

U7, ii. lliO note 2, 189, 198. 208, 231 . 
Mark, Goepel according to, i. 291 ; 

Jeima, the cnrpenter. au f. ; quota· 
tions of Justin from Sermon on the 
Mount com}>'U'ed with, 3•t1 note 4 ; 
dADger of inferences from similarity 
of quotations, :l61 fl'., 397 ff. ; ii 1 if. ; 
anppoeed quotatioUB by Justin from, 
i. 3114 fl'., 4 1 7; connection of Marlt with 
Apoetle Peter, ~ 17 ff., 448 fl; Papiaa 
on, 446, H8 ff.; are there V
of Petrine iu11uence inf 462 d ; 
when and where written, Ul f.; 
growth of tradition reganling. 451 f.; 
wae our Goepel the work of Mark 
de•cribed by l'apiae! 465f[; auppoeed 
quotations in Clementine&, ii 23 I[, 
1!6 f. ; alleged quotations by Atbena
goras, 196 f. ; result of examination 
of evidence regarding date and origin, 
246 If., iii. 6i3 If. ; Irerueue on, 331, 
4 7 5 f. ; result of examination of eri· 
dence for, 481. 

Martin, St., miracles of, i. 169. 
Mllp'nlpia, i. lxxv. f., ii. 200. 
Martyrdom, value of, u evid~ i. 

l!IH 
Mary, Ooapel of Nativity of, i. 302 f., 

3u8 f. 
Musuet, ii. 210. 
Matthew, Ooepel according to: aup

poeed referencee to it. by Clement of 
Rome, i. 224 f[; supposed quot.at.ion 
as H. 8. by Epistle of Barnabas, 
236 If., u . 16, 24:! If. ; supposed refer
evcee to, in Epistle of Barna.bu, 
246 ff. ; suppOBed references to, in 
Epistle of Polycarp. 277 if. ; genea
logy of J"8ua, 300, f. 307 ; eTenta pre
ceding birth, ;s02 ff. ; d \.·elling-place, 
SOT If. ; Magi, 812 ff.; baµtiem by 
John, 315 ff., ch. iii. 15, 322; 
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agony in the Garden, 828 f. ; Cruci
uion, 835 If. ; quotations attirmed to 
be made by Justin, :HO If.; quota
tione of Justin from Sermon on the 
Mount compared, 3'4 If. ; danger of 
inferences from similarity of quota
tions, 35!1 If., 397 If.; ii. 17 f., 342 f. ; 
admitted expreag quotatione by J uatin 
compared with, i. 388 If. ; Gnostic 
anJ other variatione from xi. 27, 
40t If., ii. 29; Gospel of Hebrews 
11up~ to be original of, i. 42~ f. ; 
relat.ion to Goepel of Hebrews, 424 f. ; 
supposed reference of Hegeeippue to, 
435 If. ; Papiae on, 461 ft: ; inter· 
pretation of and application of the 
account to, 462 ft: ; original language 
of our, 468 If.; critical dilemma in· 
volved from account of Papias, 468 f. ; 
testimony of the Fathen that work 
of Matthew was written in Hebrew, 
471 If.; who translated it 1 473 f, ; no 
evidence except of a Hebrew work, 
476 f.; Matthew cannot be author of 
the 1,;reek, 4 76 f. ; apoatolical autho
rity of Ureek, gone, 477 ; canonical, 
an original vreek work, '77 f. ; re
sult of evidence of Papiaa, 4 79 tt ; 
facts conlirming conclusion that work 
of Matthew known to Papiaa was 
not our, 481 ff. ; different accuunt 
of death of Judaa by Pa11ias, 482, f. 
and in Acta, 4 83 note l ; auppoaed 
quotatione in Clementinea, ii. 9 ff. ; 
regarding xii. 35, l (/ ff. ; alleged refer
encea in Baailidea, 4<! ff., 48 ff.; aJ. 
leged references by V alentinua, 6 7 tt, 
6:l ff. ; comparison with opening 
cbaptf>n Luke, 130 ff. ; alleged re· 
fereoce by Tatian to, 1'5 ff.; alleged 
reference to, by Dfonyaiua of Corinth, 
176 f.; alleged quotatione by Athena
goraa, 1110 ff. ; alleged quotations by 
Ptolemroua, t22 f. ; result of e:i:ami· 
nation of date and origin, 246 ft:, iii. 
673 If. ; ch. iii. 4, 2!111 ; iii. 11, 298 
note l ; I rename on, 4 7 5. 

Matthew, Goepel of peeudo-, i. 302. 
M&tthiaa, Goepel aocording to, i. 292. 
Maury, on connection between ignorance 

and miracles, i. 204. 
·lll&yerboff, i. lvii., iii. 69. 
Mechitariat Library, ii. 181. 
Melito of Sardis, d&te, ii. 169 ; fragment 

in Euaebiua, 169 ff.; alleged reference 
to New Teat&ment, 16!1 If. ; list of 
books of O. 1'. and difficulty of ub
taining it, 17 O ff. ; alleged evidence 
for a N. T. Canon, I iv tt'. ; could not 
even et&te Canonical Books of O. T. 
without rello!&J'Ch, 171 If., 17 5 f. ; 
flyriac fragments aacribed to him, 
177 If. ; list of his works, 17 7 {. ; 

fragment on Faith, 178 ff. ; alleged 
quotatione from New Testament, 180; 
fragment ia apurioua, 180 If., also 
aacribed to Jremeus, 181 ; other 
works ascribed to 11telito, 181 f.; on 
Apocalypse, 391; alleged evidence 
for Acta, iii. 24. 

Memoirs of the .A poatles, J ustin'e, i. 
2b6ft: 

M emra, ii. 41 S. 
Meaaannabel, Angel, i. 108. 
lde&l!iah, Jesus the ; the distinguishing 

belief of primitive Christianity, 
iii. 116 If. ; representation of, in 
Ooapelos, 116 If.; the Sulfering Mee· 
aiah, 1111 If. 

ld8118ianic propheciea : alleged, iii. SS f., 
441 tt, 486 ft: 

Methodius, ii. 189. 
Meyer, iii. 152 note 2, 181 note 6, 238 

note 3, 240 notes 1, 2, 243, :.!59, 280, 
298, 370 f .. 4tl! note 6, 429 note 3. 

Michael, Archangel, presents prayers of 
saints to Ood, 1. 102 note 7, l:JO; an· 
gel of Israel, I 04, I 09 f. ; over fire, 
107; over water, 108; high prieat of 
heaven, no. 

Michaella, If our Goepel of Matthew a 
tr&nelation, its authority gone, i. 4 77; 
on Cebua, ii. 231. 

Mill, John Stuart: Can Revel&tion be 
proved, i. vi. f. ; opinion of evidence 
produced. vii. ; criticism on Hume'• 
argument regarding miraclee, 79 ff. 

Milman, Dean :-On epirit of early 
Chriatian times, i. 98 f. ; on demonia
cal JIU88<'88ion, H2 f. ; explanation of 
~parent belie{ of Jesus in demonia
cal poaaeasion, 143 f. ; character of 
early ages of Christianity, 198 f. ; 
lgoatian martyrdom, i. l:i:x. note 1, 
Ju.iii. f.; Ep.stlt>B, 271; on Marcion, 
ii. 107; on Matt. uv. 61-53, iii. 426 
note a, 635. 

M.inucius I<'elix, e:i:orciam in his day, i. 
16•. 

.Miracle of multiplication of loaves and 
fishes, i. 32 f. ; of country of Gad· 
arenee, 142; of Thundering Legion, 
163, ii. 185 f. ; raising of Lazarus, 
ii. 459 If. ; miracles : in Acte, iii. l f. ; 
evidence of Paul for, genttrally, 326 ff. ; 
no writer claims to have himself per
formed one, :i25 If. ; Paul's alleged 
claims, 3:.!S If. ; supposed reference, 
Gal. iii. 6, a3ti If.; 2 Cor. xii. 12, 
331> If. ; l Cur. :i:ii. 4 If., 3H ft: ; gift 
of tongues, 3ti I ff. 

Miraclt>.11,as evidence, i. 1 ft'. ; as objects 
of faith, 7 ff. ; Sat&nic aa well aa 
l>ivine, 11 tr., 16 If., 153 tt, ii. 4 7 8 f. ; 
credited because of G011pel, i. 18 ; true 
and false, 11 f. ; i11 relation tu the 
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order of nature Zi fl': ; Germao critiCll 
generally reject, 28 ft'.; aualyaia of. 
29 tr.; referred to unknown law, 
34 f. ; argument of. begins and en.U 
with an U1umpt.ion, tia If'. ; the age 
of, 95 I[ ; character of original wi~ 
n- of, !16 ff'. ; permanent 8tream 
of, HO f.; miraclee arising out of de
moniacal J>Uil'l'!"'lion ebov.-n to be ima
ginary, 149 ft'.; Cbriet.ian and Pagan, 
1 sa o: ; Satanic, recogui-1 by Old 
and New Testament, 152 ft'..; when 
did they .-ae ! I 53 If'.; Goepel, not ori
ginal, 154 If.; claim of special diatinc
tion of Goepel. 155 It ; ecclesiaatical, 
168 It; miracles of Simon and Car· 
pocratee attributed to magic, 159 ; 
reported by l'apiu, 158; by Ju.tin, 
15~ ; reported by Ireneue, J!,9 If.; 
reported by Tertullian, 161 If.; re
ported by Cyprian, I tit ; reported by 
Origen,164; reported by Eueebitu,164; 
of Gregory Tbaumaturgua. 165 If'. ; of 
St. Anthony, 1117 ft'.; of Hilarion, 
169; of St. Macariue, 169; of St. 
Martin, 169 ; by relics of Protniua 
and Gervaaiua, 169 ft'.; of St. Am· 
brose, 170 ; reported by St. Angue
tine, 170 If. ; tact. not verided. 179 ; 
argument of St. A uguetine, and affir
mation regarding, 180 ft'. ; compara
tive evidence of, recorded by St. 
Augustine and Goepela, 186 If.; mi· 
nd"8 of aaint3, 187 ; classification of, 
188 It ; Christian miracles not origi· 
nal, 188 If., ii. 478 f.; abeence of die
tinctive character, i. 191 ff'. ; compari· 
eon of evidence for Goapel and eccle
eiaatical, 193 If. ; of Goepel sink in 
the stream, 196 IF. ; none recorded 
by actual worken, 201 ; confined to 
perioda of ignorance, 202 f., iii 670 f. ; 
ceA!M.'Cl on ditfuaion of knowledge, 
i. 203 f., iii. 570 f.; at present day ar
gument ref.,ns to uarrntive and not to 
actual. i. 207 f. ; miracles are incredi· 
ble antecedently, and are unsupported 
by evidence, iii. 56!1 If.; they are mere 
human delusion, 571. 

Modat, Prophecies of .Eldad and, i. 264. 
MOOM'8. Ullumption of, ii. 166 note 1. 
M011heim, ii. 233. 
MozJ.,y. Canon '.-neceeaity of miraculoua 

evidence, i. 2 f., 6 f. ; miracles insepara
ble irom Christianity, 9; cannot com
pel belief, 17; yet internal evidence in· 
aufticient, 21 If. ; miraculous evidence 
checked by condition&, 24 ; miraclee 
subject to m<>ral appro•al of doctrine 
attested. 24 ; this only limitation not 
disproof of miraclee as evidence, 24 ; 
ref.,rril..len""" of miruclee to unknown 
law, or unknown connection with 

luio- law. S4 f., with • higlwt
law,'' 35 f.; ia 8u.pemioo of vhJ· 
aical lawe by a apiritnal being ia
conceinble r 38 f[ ; prognmiff 
aucceeaiona of law, 39 I: ; DeCltnli
F.&tioo of laws, 41 note 1 ; ant;ece. 
dent incredibility, 43 II.; di'rine de
eign of Revel&Uon, 46 f[ ; beliel in 
.. ONer of Nawn" irrational, 55 I[; 
argument of, begin& and eoda with 
a.umption of Penonal D.?ity, 61 tl; 
conatant at.ream of miracul....a pret.m
eion. 15-l fl; Jewish au~ 
contemponry with Goepd mindea, 
l 5t f. ; claim of speciality in Cbria
tian mincl"8, 155 It ; .. ither cle.rly 
di..tinguiabed or oot of eYident.ial 
YIJue, 1~ &: ; oD statement of ~ 
nzua nigvding continuance of mi
nculoua power in Church, U9 f: ; 
on miracles reported bJ St. Augu. 
tine, 17 5 f. ; hie objections unfounded. 
17 6 f[ ; absence of Terilication of 
miracles, l i9 ; charactn of later ag.. 
of Christianity, 199; ia CbriAianR7 
belie•ed upon miraculoua evideace 
by the educated t 2oa f. 

Kuntori,Canonof: onPutorof BenDM, 
i. 253; ii 176 note 1; Apoc. of Pet., 
i. 294 note 9 ; ii. 164 ; account of, 
235 It ; age of MS., 236 ; cooJlicting 
viewe regarding it, 236 f. ; original 
language, 236 f. ; on Luke, :t37 f.. 
240; on Pastor of Hennu. 2401[; 
theoriea regarding unknown author 
of. 241 ft'.. ; date of the fragment, 
24 2 f[ ; it.a testimony, 245 f. ; accoun' 
of Fourth G011pel. :S81 f[; apology for 
Fourth G011pel, 383 f. ; author falai
fiea 1 Epiatle of John, 3b4 ; does he 
refer to Apoetle Johnt 38t, e'fideoce 
for Acta, iii 26 f. 

N .UllUI, ii 52. 
Narci•ua, miracles of, i. 164 f. 
Natalina acourged by angela,i.134 f. 
Nativity, G011pel of. i. 308 f. 
Nature, phenomena of, controlled and 

produced by angels, i. 104 ft, 107 II:. 
121 If., 1~5. 127 fl'' 130 &: 

Nazarene, ii. 132 note 3. 
Nazarenes, Gospel of the, i. 419, 423; 

ii. 31. 
N eander, OD Jgnatian Epa., i. :nxviil. f., 

l:ui f. ; OD UoepeJ of liallilide., ii. f3 ; 
on Marcion, 84; on Clementn-, 
339 f., 35:.!; on prio;.itive Cbriatianit7. 
iii. 140; OD Stephen, 160, 155; 
Peter and Cornelius, 188; on gift ol 
tongue., 370, 37'. 

Newman, Dr. :-miracles n~ to 
prove Hevelation, i. 6; on ambiguous 
miracles, 13; miraclea wrough' b.f 
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Rpirita oppoaed to God, 18 f.; doubt· 
ful origin destroys cogency of argu· 
ment for miracles, 14, 64 ; aupporte 
ecoleaiaetical at the expense of Gos
pel miracles, 18 note 3; a miracle 
at most token of a superhuman be
ing, 19 note 1; on mutual depen· 
dence of doctrine and miracle, 20 ; 
on the " Rationalistic " and " Cr.tho· 
lie" tempers, 20 note 2 ; he really 
makes reason the criterion of mir
acles, 21 ; no miracle greet in 
compariaon with Divine lncar· 
nation, 27 note 1 ; miraclea reverse 
lawa of nnture, 31, 32 note 3 ; reli· 
gioue excitement and imagination a 
cause of miracles, 97 f. ; no definite 
age of miraclee, 164; abeence of dis
tinctive character in Christian mira· 
cles, 191. 

Nicephorua, atichometry of: i. 219, 
254, 294 note 9, 422, 425. 

Nicodemus, Gospel of : i. 292, 823, 
324 If., 337 f. 

Nicolaitana, iii. 816 note 1. 
Nitzach, iii. 331 note 4. 
?Jurie~ Angel, i. 108. 
Ny-, au Gregory. 

<EcOL&KPADlUS. i. 477. 
<Eoumeniua, i. 483, iii. 233. 
Oertel. iii. 259. 
Olahauaen, ii. 84, 85, 121 note 1, iii. 

36 note 4, 74 note 1, 151, 162 note 
2, 337 note 1, U6 note 1. 

Ophitee, ii. 62, 212, 215, 246 note 2. 
Orelli, i. 241, 480 note 2. 
Origen, on Angel Michael, i. 102 note 7, 

130; on demons, 126 If. ; exorcism, 
127; analogy between demona and 
animal.a recognized by Moeee, 127; 
angels employed in natural pheno
mena, 128, 1 ao f. ; eating with demons, 
127 f. ; aun, moon, and et.are endowed 
with souls, 128 fr. ; demons produce 
famines and other evile,· 181; on 
PhO!Dix, I 88 ; exorcism in hie day, 
16-l; aacribea Epi•tle to Hebrews to 
Clemens Rom., ~18; Epistle of Bar· 
nabaa, 233 ; revelation of Elias quoted 
by l Cor. ii. 9, 240, HI ; reference 
to Epistle of Barnabas, 24 'i fr. ; on 
Paator of Hennas, 253; reference to 
pu;age in Epistles of lgnatillll, 269, 
2CS3; Doctrine of Peter, 270, 332, 
420; Epistle to Hebrews. 289 f.; birth 
of Jealtll in a cave, 311 ; omiaeion from 
Mark that Jeeua waa called a car
penter, 314; combination of i-agee 
similar to quotation in Justin, 349 
note 4; variation of quotation simi· 
hr to Juatiu'a, 355 note 2, 378; va.-

riation from Matt. xi. 27, 403, 409 f. ; 
agreement of Goepel of Peter with 
that of Hebrews, ~19; quotation in 
1 Cor. ii. 9, Ht; on Peter's connection 
with Gospel of Mark, 450; denounced 
KliP"'Yl'4 nhpo11, 458; on composition 
and language of Gospel of Matthew, 
472; mentiona "Travels of Peter," 
ii. 4; on Goepel of Baailtdes, 42 note 
4 ; on '!lfatt. xix. 17, 65 ; on Valeotinus, 
76; Dial de recte in deum fide, not 
hia, 88; on Heracleon, 212, 221, 225; 
euppoaed commentary on Fourth 
Gospel by Heracleon, 224 f.; Origen 
agninet Celsua, 225 If. ; on date and 
identity of Celeue, 227 fr. ; his uncer· 
tainty concerning Celena, 228 fr.; ex· 
pectation of further treatise by 
Celsue, 229 If.; Celsue the Epicurean, 
229 f.; quotationa from H eracleon, 
380 ; reply to Celaue on alteration of 
the Gospel, 38 l ; on Apocalypse, 
892, on Betbi&bara, 417 ; on Acta, iii. 
27, 35 note 4; on Rom. xv., xvi., 
331 ; on tongues, 366; on death .of 
Jesus; 435; on appearauces of Jeslll', 
651 note I. 

Overbeck, Ep. to Diognetue, ii. 39 
note 8. 

PALEY :-miracles proof of Revelation, 
i. 4 f.; argument agniost Hume, 88 ff.; 
on Jeeue's view of Moaaiam, iii. 126 
note 2; on Paure visits to Jerusalem, 
215 note 2, 223 note 2, 224, 227. 

Pamphilue, martyr, of Clll88rea, i. 423. 
Pautrenus, i. 471 f. 
Papiae of Hierapolis, on raising of a 

dead ·man, i. 158 ; Eueebiue on, xxi. f.: 
regarding Mark, 290, 418 f.; quotes 
Goepel according to Hebrewe, 420 ; 
date and history, 443 f.; hie work, 
443 fr.; prefers tradition to written 
work.a, 444 f., ii. 321 f. ; statement 
in preface of hie work, 444; on 
Mark'• Goepel, i. 446, 448 ff.; identity 
of Presbyter John, 446 If.; Mark M 

t.he interpreter of Peter, 448 If. ; the 
description of Presbyter John does 
not apply to our Mark, 452 ff. ; how 
Mark's work disappeared, 459 f. ; ac
count of work ascribed to Matthew, 
461 If.; was itderived from Preebyter 
John f 461 f. ; interpretation and ap
plication of the account to our Gospel 
according to Matthew, 462 ft:; were 
Airy.a. merely discourses. or, did they 
include historical narrative f 463 fr. ; 
not applicable to our Gospel, 465 
fr. ; explanation of his remark regard· 
ing interpretation of Logia, 4 74 fr. ; 
did not know a Greek Matthew, 475 
f. ; fragment of hie work pree6rved, 
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488 t ; account of death of Judas 
lecariot, 41:13 ; aaid to have ueed 
Kpistles of John and Peter, 484, ii. 
82 l f., H3 f. ; knew no canonical Goe
pels, i. 485 f. ; does not call Matthew 
who wrote Logia an ApoeLle, 41:16 
note 1; Canon of Muratori ascribed 
to him, ii. 2•1; does not know Fourth 
Gospel, 319 ff. ; offers presumptiveeTi
dence againat fourth Gospel, 819 ff. ; 
no proof he knew 1 lo:piatle of John 
or assigned it to AposLle, 821 f. ; 
lltatementa in Latin MS. preface to 
Fourth Goepel, 822 t ; alleged quo
tation by l'reabytera in Irenreus re
ferred to hi.a work, 323 ft:, no evidence 
that the Preabyteraare connected with 
Papiu, 827 It 331 ff. ; Papiaa 888erted 
Apoetolic origin of A pocalypae, 3:J3 f., 
390; alleged eTidence for Acta, iii. 111 f. 

Papylua, i. 07 note 4. 
Paraclete, first mentioned in Fourth 

Goepel, ii. 4 66. 
Parchor, ii. 0. 
Paschal Chronicle, i. 44 7 note 4 ;"ii. 183, 

188, 210. • 
Paschal controversy, i. 2i6; ii. 183 ff., 

26~. HU. 
Pastor of Hermaa, Ill Herma& 
Paul, Apostle: i. 421 , 441; Clementine• 

directed egainat him, ii. 4 ; Clemen
tines attack him under the name of 
Simon the Magician, 84 ff., 340, 361 
f., 405 f. ; Theodae his disciple, 75; 
Marcion's Epistles of, 80 f., H 1 f. ; 
party in the Church, 104; accusa
tions against A pasties, H 2 f. ; re
jected by Encratitea, 159 ; alleged 
recommendation of apocryphal works, 
1154 note 7 ; falsification of his io:pi.a
tles, 1 ti5 f. ; J.:piatles of Paul and 
Seneca, 166; Acta Pauli et Thecle, 
lt;6 ; Epistles in Canon of Muratori, 
238 f.; Paul a servant of Jesus Christ, 
394; evidence regal'llingJohn. 40i ff.; 
tradition regarding him md John, 
404 note 2, attacked in Apocalypse, 
405 f. ; iii. 31:1 If.; connection with 
J.uke,iii.33ft:; hiestatementad~ 
with Acta, 51 ft:; imperfect account 
of, 55 If., 68 If. ; parallelism with 
l'eter, 70 If. ; speech ch. xiii. com· 
pared with Peter'• speeches, 84 If., 
110 If.; his genuine EpieUee, 112; 
shows no knowledge of !:'tepben, 
149 If. ; hi.a rebuke of Peter at 
Antioch, 196 ff., 24 2 ff., 282 f. ; 
hie vi.sits to Jerusalem, 202 ff. ; 
conduct after connrsiou, 204 ft:; hie 
flrat Tillit to Jerusalem, 207 If. ; hie 
vision in Temple, 215 t; hie second 
visit to Jerusalem, 216 ft:; not 
aecond Tieit of Acta, 2 HI If. ; third 

visit of Acta, 221 ft: ; diacrepanciee 
of two accounts, 224 ff. ; mot.ive of 
visit, 227 ff.; the public congr-. 
280 ff; speech, 246 f.; ignoree and 
excludeB Apostolic decree, 267 ft: ; cir
cumcision of Titus, 27 4 ft: ; ironical f!X

pl'ell8ioua reganling A poatlea, 2i8 If., 
811 ; unde111tanding with the Th.-, 
28 l ff; Goepel of the uncircumci.aioo.. 
285 ff. ; .hie mieeion acoordiog to 
Acta, 287 ft:; priority of Jew ex
amined, 289 If.; circumcision of 
Timothy, 294 ff'.; Paul in Acta no' 
hiat.orical. 303 ff. ; Paul and the 
TwelTe, 303 ff. ; systematic oppoe.i
t.ion to, 305 ff.; Corinthian opponent., 
800 If. ; denunciation of, in A poca
lypae, 313 ft:; said not to be a Jew 
lHo; genuine Epistles of, 3:!8; m· 
dence for miracles generally, 325 f[ ; 
referenceto aigna and wooden, 3288'.; 
Gal. iii. 6, 330 tr. ; 2 Cor. xii. a, 
338 ff. ; Bigos of the A poatle, 338 f[ ; 
chari811lata, 344 If. ; no practical trace 
of their operation, 35ti If. ; Tongues. 
861 If ; d<><e not mean power of 
speaking foreign languagee, 381 f[ 0 
interpretation of Tongues, 385 fl'.; 
nervous temperament of, 393 f[; 
etake in the flesh, 489 ft:; nlue of hia 
opinion of eupernatural. 396 f. ; im· 
port&nce attach...t to hie testimony, 
398 If. ; e'Vidence for Resurrection, 
482 ft:; eource of hie information, 
4!!3 ft: ; appearanoee compared with 
Gospels, 4S9 If. ; value of the 8'fi. 
dence, 496 ft'., 502 If.; his own vision 
of Jesus, 4911 ff. ; elfoot upon Paul, 
505 ft: ; wu he converted by 'rision r 
606 ff. ; narrative in Acta, 509 I[ ; 
result of examination of hie evidence 
for Heaurrection, 519 f ; vision hy
pothesie applied to TI• ion of, 550 ff'. ; 
hie oonetitutirn and temperament, 
556 tr. ; hie visions and revelations. 
557 If.; proceee of conversioc, 569 ff.; 
practical denial of Resurrection at 
the time by, 564 f. ; life and teaching 
of Jeeue neglected by, 5t16 f. 

Pauli et Theclm, Aeta, ii. 166. 
Pauline Epistles, Logos doctrint> in, ii. 

257 ff. : in Ep. to Diognetua, 356 ft: 
Pauli Pnedicatio, i. 321 f. 
Paulus : his treatment of miraclee, i. 28 ; 

on Marcion, ii. 84 ; on Rom. xv. xvi., 
iii. 334. 

Pearson, i ., :nxiii. 
Penemu6, a fallen angel, i. 10!. 
Peratici, ii. 62, 246 note 2. 
P<'regrinua Proteus, i., lnii. tr. 
Petau, i. uxiii. 
Peter, Apocalypse of, i. 2i}4 t; ii 16~, 

239. 
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Pet.er, Apostle, i. 285, 289, 290 note 3, 
416 ff., 448 If., 462 tf. ; ii. 1 ff., 3, 6, 
84 ff., 44, lOi, 345 f., 350 f.; in Act.II, 
ii. 64, 68 ff.; parallelism with Paul, 
70 If.; speech at Pentecost, 82 ff.,94 If.; 
Peter'aapeeches compared with Paul's. 
85 If., 90 If. ; allege.I analogy between 
language of speeches in Acts aml 
Epistles, :12 If. ; 11peecb, Acta i. 16 If., 
911 If. ; sent to Samaria, 180 f. ; at 
Lydda, 183; at Joppa, 184 If.; con· 
venion of Cornelius, 186 If. ; living 
with Simon a tanner, 193 ; inconsis· 
tent with hie conduct at Antioch, 
196 If., 242 If., 282 ff.; speech at 
Council, 236 If.; relation to Paul, 
305 f[ 

l'eter, Doctrine of, I. 270, 332, 420 f. 
Peter, Epistle of, fint, said to have 

been used by Papias, i. 484 C. ; ii 
821 f. ; authenticity, iii. 322 f. 

Peter, Gospel according to, i. 287 f., 
291, 295. 302 note 6, 417 tr., 419 If.; 
ii. 7, 157 f. 

Peter, Preaching of (Kii,.,.,14" Dfrpo11}, 
i. :l32, 4 20 note 2, 468 f.; ii 2 f., 
2:.!5, 296 note 2. 

Peter, Travels of (Dtp(o3o' nf.rpo11), ii. 
2, 4. 

Petermann, i., xliv. If. 
Philo.etriua, ii. 204, 206, 215 f. 
Philip, Apostle, story related by tlaugh· 

ten of, i. 158; appealed to by Poly· 
crates in support of Utb Niaan, 
475; in Samaria, iii. 180; and the 
Eunuch. 181 If. 

Philip ~idetea, ii. 188 f. 
Philo :-use of >.&-ya4, i. 464 note 1 ; 

date of, ii. 26:J note 1 ; type of brazen 
serpent. 251 note 3; Log011 aa Rock, 
255 note l ; Logos over universe, 25 7 f., 
273. 274 ; Logos before all things, 258, 
276, 294; first begotten Son of God, 
25~ note I, 273 ; Eternal Logos. 263: 
Logos the bread from he.uen, 26:$ f. ; 
Logos the fountain of wisdom, 264 ; 
Lop;oe guides man to Father, 26~ ; 
Logos as substitute of God; 273; 
Logos as the image of God, 2i3, 27 4, 
275. 289; Logos as Priest, 273, 288; 
Logoe by whom world was made, 273, 
275, 281! note 7; Logos the eecond 
God, 27 4, 289 ; Logos the interpreter 
of Uod, 274; Logos the ambaaaador 
of God to men, 275, 291, 293; Logos 
the power of God, 275; Logos as 
king, 2i3, 286 f. ; Logos as angel, 289, 
291 f., 293 ; Logos as the beginning 
293 ; Logos as the east, 292 note 2 ; 
Lo·!OS as man, 2113, 294 f. ; Logos as 
ltletliator, 29:3 ; Logos as Light, lW5 
note 4 ; compared with Ep. to Diog
netus, 356 note 1 ; on giving the 

Law, iii. 878 f. ; separation of soul 
and body, 559 note 1. 

Phlegon, iii. 424. 
Phcenix, i. 137 f. 
Photius, Clemens Rom .. reputed author 

of Acta of the Apoetles, i. 218; frag· 
ment of Hegesippus, 435; does not 
mention work on Paasover by Apul· 
linarill, ii. 186 ; on history of Philip 
Sidetee, 188 f.; fragment of Athena
goras, 189 ; on Acta, iii. 28. 

Pierius of Alexandria, ii. 188. 
Pindar, ii. 52. 
Pius of Rome, ii 241, 2!2, 243, 244. 
Plato, i. 2H note 1, ii. 71, 76, 214, 

277 f., 291 note f. 
Polycarp, date of martyrdom, i. 272 f. ; 

on Marcion, 275 f. ; in connection 
with Paschal controversy, 2;d. ii. 
26l! f., 4H f. ; Papiasi. HtS; tradition 
regarding John, ii. 403. 

Polycarp, Epistle of, i. "272 ff. ; account 
of him, 272 f. ; date 272 If. ; authen· 
ticity discuSBed, 273 If. ; reference 
to Ignatius, 274 f., to Marcion. 275 f.; 
supposed references to Synoptics, 
2i7 If.; on Passover, ii. J Si; alleged 
quotation from I Epistle of John, 
265 If., independent of Epistle, 267 tf. ; 
alleged evidence for Acta. iii. la If. 

Polycratee. ii. 187, 403 f., 474. 
Pontua, ii. HO. 
Porphyry. on Matt. xiii. 35, ii. 11. 
Po-ion, demoniacal, i. 114 If. ; in 

man and animals, 114 ; C.'\11.118 of dis
ease, 107, 115; universality of belief 
in, 141 ff.; reality of, a&11erted by 
Jesus, 141 ff. ; reality asserted in Old 
Testament, 143 f. ; belief in, disp<>lled, 
149 ff. ; continuance of, asserted, 
158 ff. 

Pothinus, ii. 198, 209, 330 note 3. 
Powell, Professor Baden :-no e\·idence 

of a Veity working miraclt!a, i. 74 ; 
at present day not a miracle but a 
narrative of miracles diacll88ed, 207 f. 

Prayer,"The" Lo.-d's, ii.13, 1:!6. 
Presbyters, quoted by Papiaa and lre-

lll9Ud, ii. 3 23 If. 
Prepon the Marcionite, ii. 220. 
Primus, Bishop of Corinth, i. 432. 
Prollt'lytea, iii. 1 87 tf. 
Protaviua, St., miracles by relics of, i. 

169 ff. 
Protevangelium, IU James, Gospel of. 
Proverbs of Solomon, i. 438; doctrine 

of Logos in, ii 253, 274. 
Psalms, Messianic : xvi. iii. 82 f. ; 

xviii. 911 f. ; xxii. 443; lxix. 106 f. 
443; cix. 106 f.; ex. 97 If. 

Pseudographa, number of, in early 
Church, i. 233 f., 291 ff., 460 f.; ii. 
163 f., 165 f. 
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Ptolemzue : Jrenll!118 on, ii 60 f. ; 'Rip
polytllll on, 69 f[ ; date of, 203 ff. ; 
Epistle to Flora, 203, 205, 208, 
2:l4 f. ; alleged quotation from Mat., 
222 f.; durntion of ministry of 
Jesusr 225 note 2 ; alleged reference 
to Fourth Goepel, :180 r. 

Pythagoras, ii. 71, 75 f., 2H. 

QuADRATUS, Statiu1, i. 272. 
n Ummidiw, i. 272, n. 4. 

RAOUKL, Angel, i. 104. 
Raphael, Angel : charm for exorcising 

demons, i. l 02 f. ; angel of healing, 
102,l Of,130; present& prayers ofaainta 
to God, 102; angel of apirite of men, 
104 ; over earth, 108. 

Renan, i. 258 note l ; iii. 335. 
lteeurrection : Paul's evidence for, 

iii. 399 If. ; allegation to be proved, 
<&00 If. ; amount of evidence re
quired, 402 If. ; Acta and Goepele ae 
evid~nce for, 405 ff. ; account in 
0011pela of, 446 ff. ; according to 
Matthew, 07 ff.; according to Mark, 
451 ff.; according to Luke, 45:1 ff.; 
acconling to Fourth Goepel, 464 ff. ; 
vision of Mary Magdalene, 456 ff. ; 
journey to Kmmaus, 459 ff.; appear
ance to eleven according to Luke, 
461 f.; according to Fourth Goepel, 
462 ff.; incredulity of Thomae, 465 ff.; 
appearance related iu .Matthew ,467 ff.; 
conclusions from evidence of Oospele 
and Acta, 47 6 ff. ; idf'.a of, anticipated, 
478 ff. ; evidence of Paul for, 41:!2 ff'.; 
appearances mentioned by Paul com· 
pared with Gospels, 489 ff.; value of 
the evidence. 496 tr.. 602 ff. : the 
vieion of Paul, 498 ff. ; narnti.ve in 
Acte, 609 ff. : existence of Christian 
Society u evidence for, 521 ff.: hy
pothesis that Jeaua did not die ae 
explanation of, 622 ff. ; vision hypo· 
thesis, 526 ff. ; on the third day, 
646 ff. ; aeaerted proclamation at 
time without contradiction, 661 ff.; 
argument from belief, 666. 

Rt<uas, on Clementine•, ii. 4 ; character 
of Tertullian, 89 f. ; on Acta xv., iii. 
232 note 1 ; 23! note 1. 

!Wvelation, Divine, only such by virtue 
of telling something undiacoverable 
by r~.a11on, and requires miraculous 
evidence, i. 1 ff., ii. 477 ff. ; Veda 
claims to be, i. 2; religion of Zoroaeter 
claims to be, 2 ; Mahomet proclaims, 
2 ; design and details of the, 46 ff. ; 
design of, contradicted by experience, 
48 ff.; re1mlt of inquiry into the 
reality of, iii. 669 f[ 

Riggenbach, ii. 332 note 2. 

Hitachi, on Varcion'• Gospel, ii. 85, 88, 
96, 101, 102, 11!9; Jeeua and the 
Law, iii. 125 f. 

Rivet, i. xxx., =xiii. 
Romane, F.pistle to the, ii. 62, 66 

note 3, 70, il note 1 ; 1aat two cbap
teni of, iii. 330 tt 

ROnach, iii. 332, o. 1. 
Routh, ii. 317, 331note7, 332 note 1. 
Ruchiel, Angel, i. 108. 
Uiickert, iii. 601. 
Rufinua, i. <&3,, 466 note 1 ; ii. 2, 8, 4 ; 

iii. 33 l note I • 
Ruinart, i. lnviii 

8ArNTS, Bollaodist Collection, i. 187. 
~mael, Angel of Death onr Gentilee, 

i. 108. 
Samaria, five nations and gods of, typi

fied by huabande of Samarit.ao wo
man, John iT. 6 It; ii. 422 ff. 

Samaritana. iii. 180. 
Samniel, Angel. i. 108. 
Sandalfon, Angel, i. l 08. 
Sanday, on Marion'• Gospel, ii. 138 f.; 

on Paul's e\idenoe for miracles and 
the Resurrection, iii. 326 l, 398 t, 
,06, 482. 

Sanhedrim, iii. llil f. 
Saraq~el, Angel, i. 104. 
&roe!, Angel, i. 108. 
Satan, Angel of Death, i. 108. 
Schafriri, Angel, i 112. 
Scbamir, aided Solomon in building the 

Temple, i. 118. 
Schleiermacber, explained away mir

acles, i. 27 f.; explanation of Papiae' 
l"MJlark regarding interpretation of 
the Logia, 474; Marcion'e Goepel, ii 
83 ; on speech1111 in Acta, iii. 79. 

Schliemann, i. xiii. ; ii. 3' 9 note 6. 
Schmidt, J. E. C., ii. 83. 
Schneckenburger,oo Goepel of Builidee, 

ii. 43. 
Schneidcwin, ii. 71. 
Schrettgen, Academia Celestia, Lr114 

note 3 ; Jewish practice of .Magic. 
115. 

Scholten, on Ignatillll, i. lviii., lxii.; on 
Ju.tin's refereooe to Acta Pilati, 
32i ; type of brazen eerpent in 
Epistle of Baruabaa, ii. 261, note 3; 
on alleged quotation from l Epiatle 
of John in 1'..pistle of Polycarp, ~67. 

Schroeckh, i. xxxvii. 
Schultz, ii. 83 ; iii. 335. 
Schwegler. on origin Goepel of Hebrewa 

and Matthew, i. 425 ; on Justin's uae 
of Goepel of Hebrews. 427 note 1 ; 
on Marcion's Goepel, ii. 85 ; namel-
neea of Marcion'e Goepel evidence of 
originality, 140 l 
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Scott, Sir W., iii. 630. 
Semisch, on Justin's memoirs, i. 297, 

310, 818 note 2, 319 notes 1, 3; 327 f., 
334 note 3. 

Semler, ii. 82 ; iii. 334. 
"'IP.•'io~, iii. 329 If. 
Septuagint version of Bible, i. 101, 109, 

335, 423, "I ; ii. 10, 171 f., 253, 279, 
281 f., 284, 302 If., 331, 336 note I, 
424 j iii. 80, 83, 95 ff., 98 D. 4, 106, 
158note5, 249f., 329, 377, Hl f.487. 

Serapion, Bishop of Antioch, on Gospel 
according to Peter, i. 418 f. ; ii. 157, 
163; on Claud. Apollinari.8, 182. 

Servant of J ehovab, Isaiah !iii., iii. 4 41 If. 
Severians, iii. 23, 27. 
Severus, 8eptimius, i. 274; ii. 234. 
Shibta, an evil spirit, i. 113, 116 note 2. 
t:iibylliue Books, i. 322; ii. 164, 234. 
Sibylliste, Christians called, ii. 164. 
Sichem, i. 283; ii. 422 If. 
Silas, iii. 83 note 2, 58, 59 f. 
Siloam, ii. 417 note 2. 
Simeon of Jerusalem, i. l:ui. 
Simon the Magician, his part in the 

Clementinee, ii. 8, 12, H, 84 ff. , 340. 
Sinaiticus, Codex, i. 131 note 2, 234, 

236 f., 243, 253, 295 note, 829 now 
l, 360 note 3, 351 note 1, 352 note 
2, 853 note 2, 402 note 1, 438 ; 
ii. 11, 18, 26 note 3, 164, 262 note 2, 
298 note 3, 305, 306, 8•8 note 6, 367 
note 2, 419 ff. ; iii. 28 note 5, 54 note 
1, 66 note 2, 183 note 1, 259 note I, 
315 note 1, 831 notes 2, 3, 410 note 2, 
411, 422 note 3, 429 notes 1, 2, 431 
note 1, 457 note 1, 471 note J. 

Socinus, i. xx.xii. 
Socrates, Historian, ii. 189. 
l:folomon, a great magician, i. 117 ff. ; 

taught wisdom by demons, 118 ; com· 
posed powerful channe and forms of 
exorcism, 118. 

Sopater executed for sorcery, i. 14 8. 
Sophia, ii. 69 f., 280 If., 348 f., 413. 
Sorcery, i. 115 ff. ; universality of belief 

in, 145 ff.; St. Athanaaius and St. 
Cyprian accueed of, 14 7. 

Soter, Bishop of Rowe, i. 219, 294, 
4:l2; ii. 161, 167. 

Speeches in Acts, iii. 72 If.; speech of 
Stephen, 14 7 ff. ; speech of Peter 
at the council, 286 ff. ; speech of 
Jamee, 247 ff. 

):;penoer, Mr. Herbert ; on the evan· 
eecence of evil, i. 4 9 note 1. 

Spinosa : even existence of God cannot 
be inferred from miracles, i. 15, 76. 

Spruchsammluug, i. 249, 2tl9 ; ii. 136, 
146, 468. 

Stag, superstition regarding, i. 138. 
Stanley, Dean, iii. 355 note J, 362 

note J. 
V•JI~ 111, 

Stars believed to be living entities, i. 
105 f., 128 ff. 

Stephen the lllartyr, iii. 24 ff., 88, J 46 ff. 
Stephens, H., ii. 39 note 4. 
Stichometry of Nicephorue, derived 

from Syrian catalogue, i. 219 ; Kpisthi 
of Clement of Rome, 219 ; .Eldad and 
Modat, 254; Gospel of Hebrews, 422, 
425. 

Storr, ii. 84. 
Stoughton, Dr., on aasumptions, i. 63 

note 1. 
Strauss, iii. 419 note 6, 437 note 3. 
Succubi, i. 135; 136 note J. 
Sych.llr, ii. 422 f. 
Symmachus, ii. 304. 

TABITHA, raising of, iii. 184 If. 
Tattam, Dr., Syriac MSS., i. 256. 
Tatian, on demons, i. 123 f. ; on de-

moniacaJ origin of disease, 124; Dia· 
tessaron called Gospel of Hebrews, 
421 f. ; account of him, ii. IH f. ; 
Oration to the Greeks, 144 f.; uo 
quotations from Synoptica, 145; al
leged reference to parable in }fatthew, 
U5 ff.; to Luke, 146 f.; theories re
garding his Diatessaron, 148 ff., called 
Diapente, 149, called Goepel of He
brews, 151, 153; Theodoret'saccount 
of Diattissaron, 151 If. ; difficulty of 
distinguishing it, 154 ; it.a peculiari
ties shared by other uncanonical 
Gospels, 155 f. ; later history, 157 f. ; 
sect of Encratitee rejected Paul, and 
used apocryphal Gospela, 169 ; alleged 
u.se of fourth Goepel, 372 f. ; his 
Logoe doctrine, 37 3 ff. ; alleged evi
dence for Acts, iii. 22 f. 

TffJ<U, iii. :!29 If. 
Tertullian; miracles without pro~heey 

cannot prove Revelation, L 13 
note l; on Book of Enoch, 103 f . ; 
on demons, 124 tr.; demoniacal. origin 
of disease, 124 If. ; Cosmical theories, 
125 ; on Phamix, 138 ; change of ae:x 
of Hyena, 138; supeT11tition regard
ing stag, 138; on volcanoes, 139; 
continuance of miraculous gift.a, l 6llf.; 
account of miracles, 162 If. ; Epistle to 
Hebrews ascribed to Barnabas, 233 ; 
descent through Mary, 302 note 7 ; 
Acta Pilati, 326; variation of Mar
cion's Gospel from Luke x. 22, 409 f. ; 
on connection of l'eter with Marlr.'a 
Gospel, 4rn f.; on V alentinus, ii. 7 4 f. ; 
source of bis work on Valentiniane, 
76; views regarding Marcion not 
trustworthy, 89 i; hie style of COD· 
troversy and character, 89 f.; charge 
against Marcion of mutilating Luke, 
90 ff.; Marcion's allcsed aim, 91 L; 
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th· oourae which TertWlian inteada 
.,, puroue in refuting him, 91 IL; bad 
he Xarcion'e G08pel before him' 
~ ff.; he bad not Luke, 99; r&

proaches Karcion for eruing from 
Luke pusagN not in the Goepel. 99 f.; 
on lW-cion'e Antithesia, 103; com
pares Karcionitee to the cuttle-tilh. 
I 06 note 5 ; hia account of .Yarcion'e 
object, lOS II; nndertaltee to refute 
Harcion out of hia own Gospel, 109 f.; 
no author' 1 name affixed, 139 f., iii. 
37; OD Marcion'e deductioll-' from 
Epietle to Oalat.iam, ii. 142; oo 
Aiionicua, 221 ; OD pool of Betheeda, 
420, 422, ; on Marcion and Paul, iii. 
22; OD Acte, 2i; on Paul's eecond 
vi.sit, 216 'note 1; Rom. i. 16, 292; 
on guard at Sepulchre, 444 note 4. 

Testament, Old and New, origin of 
name, ii. 171 ft'. ; earliest designation 
of, li4 f. 

Theodaa, ii. 114. 22 •• 
Theodoret quote& Xenophanea, i. 77 

note; found Goepel of Hebrews cir
culating, 4 22 f. ; on Tatian' 1 Diatee
aaron. ii. 151 f., 1;;3 f., 156 IL ; doee 
not mention any work on the p.., 
over by Apollinari.e, 186; on Rom. ' 
sh. xv., iii. 331. 

Theodotion'e venion 0. T., ii. 210, 211 
note 2, 804. 

Theophilua, Luke's Oo&pel a private 
document for use of, i. 152 note 1. 

Theophilus of Antioch :-Greek poetl 
inspired by demons, i. 122; serpent 
antl pains of childbirth proof of truth 
of Fall in Genesis, 122 note 12; 
esorciam, 1;;9; Canon Weetcott on, 
ii. 190; on Apocaln-, 391; date 
of Jo:p. ad Autol, H 4 note 1 ; finit 
who mentions John in connection 
with pueage from Gospel, 476. 

Tbeophylact, i. 483; iii. 35 note 6, 331. 
Tbiench, i. :u.v. f.; iii.132note6, 297 f. 
Tholuck, iii. 93 f. 
Thomas, Gospel according to, i. 291,314. 
Thundering Legion, ii. 183. 
Timotheua of Ale:undria, i. 267. 
Timothy : auppoeed author of diary, 

iii. 57 ft'. ; of Actl, 69; circumcision 
of, 294 ft'. 

Tischendorf, on date of Epistle of 
Clement of Rome, i. 221 ; Clement 
does not refer to our Goepela, 224 ; 
probably oral tradition eource of 
words of J eeua, 230 ; on Epistle of 
Barnabas, 247 ff.; on Pastor of 
Hermu, i. 254 ; Epiatlee of lgnatiua, 
267 IF. ; Protevangelium of Jamee, 
302 f., 304, ii. :!01 f.; quotation 
from Protevangelium by Justin, i. 
3041 311; on Uospel of Nicodemus, 

3~5 fl ; q~ of lmtin --a 
to be from llaubew. uo I[ ; -
suwc-1 q~ by Jmtin oi 
lbrk and Luke, SIU I[ ; - Begomip. 
pas, 412 f.; OD boob refwnd to by 
Papiaa, 445 note 1 ; argumm& for 
identity of warb dmcribed br PapilB 
with our o..pela, 4$0 f. ; - ims
pret.atioo of word f\'1-. ~ fr. '" 
note 1 ; OD origim1 langaap of oar 
Gospel 8CCOl'ding to KaUhew, •• ; 
on applicabili&J of accoam of PapilB 
to it, 408 II; OD ~of 
Papiall, 4i0 f.; UDCritical epim oi 
Fathers, 4i3 ; OD Clementi-, ii. 9 
note 1 ; on work of 8-ilidee - the 
Gospel. 42, 45 ; alleged quotdiom 
by BMilidee from O<mpel. • i £, 
~ by Ba.silidea, 48 f ; Oil all4lpl 
quotatio1111 of Goepela by Yalmmaa, 
S5 ft: ; falailicaiion of Hi~ 
56 f. ; falailication or u-u.. 571[ ; 
hi& argument, 58 f. ; alleged qaot.
tion by V alentinus in work of Hippe> 
lytua. 66 f. ; admita uncertainty ol 
eource of quotations of HippolyQD, 
68; Tatian doee not quo'4 Syuopcim, 
145; date of T&Qan'1 ~ 
149 f. ; espremo1111 -of Di~ 
claimed as refereocea to GolpeM, 
16() f. ; does not cite Melito. 169; 
claims fnlgment of Apollinuia M 
evidence for our Ooapela, 184; on 
Athenagona, 190; on manpdom 
of Zacharias in Epiltle of Viemie and 
Lyon.a, 200 ft'. ; alleged quotuiom of 
008pela b7 Ptolemreu, 203 ; date ol 
Ptoleiweua, 203 ft: ; date of Hsa
cleon, 211 ft'. ; meaning of ~ 
212, 216; Epiphani11a on Cerda, 
213, 214 ; date of Cel1ns, 226 II'.; on 
Epistle of Barnabas as evideuce for 
fourth Gospel, 249 ft; on Wiii of 
fourth Goepel in Ignatian E~ 
258 ft'. ; alleged reference in EpiatJ9 
of Polyoarp to 1 Epistle of John, 
265 fl: ; on J uatin u evidence for the 
fourth Goepel, 270 ft'., 29711'.; doee 
not claim Hegesippn.a as witn.s for 
fourth Gospel, 314; hia argumaat 
that Papiaa ia not a witn- againA 
fourth Goepel, 319 f.; argument re
garding silence of Euaebiua, 319 f. ; 
attempt to make Papiaa witn- for 
it, 321 f.; estraordinary argulDelli 
from reference to Papiaa in Latin 
MS., 322 f. ; alleged connection of 
Papiaa with Pre.byten referred to by 
Irenmua, 323 ft:, alleged quotation 
not by Pre.bytens of Papiaa, 3~; 
ft'. ; alleged references in Clemen:
tines to fourth Gospel, 334 ft'. ; 
alleged references to fourth Gospel 
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in Epistle to Diognetua, 362 ff'.; 
alleged reference by Baailidee, 878 t; 
alleged references by Tatian, 372 ft; 
date of Theophilus ad Autolyc., 477 
note l; on John xix. 17,iii. 419 note 
2; on Mark xv. 39, 429 note 2. 

Titus : supposed author of Acta, iii. 60 ; 
circumcision of, 27 4 ff., 471. 

Tobit, Book of, Jewieb superetitiona in 
the, i. 182. 

Tobler, ii. 296, note 2. 
Tongues, the gift of, iii. 361 ff.; inter

pretation of Tongues, 386 ff'. ; unin· 
telligible epeech, 887 f. ; what its 
utility for church f 888 f. ; aa a 
eign f 389 f. ; for private edification 1 
391; ecet.aticspeeoh, 392; in no way 
miraculous, 892 fr. 

Trajan, i. hix. ft 
Trana&guration, the, ill. 480 f. 
Tregellea, i. :dix., ii. 382 note 4. 
Trench, Archbishop :-Miracles cannot 

commandobedienceabsolutely,i.16 f.; 
office of miracles, 16 If.; Satanic mir· 
aclea, l 5 fr. ; theory of reminiscence, 
16 note 1 ; analyaia of miracles, 30 ft ; 
ingenious way of overcoming diffi· 
culty of miracles, 62 f. ; exemption 
from physical law a lost prerogative 
of our race, 63 note l ; demoniacal 
~ion, 141 ff'. ; on belief of J esua 
in reality of demoniacal p088888ion, 
142 f.; are there demoniacs now 1 
IH; on withdn.wal of miraoulous 
power, 157 f. 

Tuke, Dr., ill. 629 f., 633 f. 
Twelve, Goepel according to the, i. 

292. 

USLBORN, ii. Siil note 2. 
Uriel, Angel, i. 104. 
Ueber, Archbishop, i. :uxii.i., Ii., 260 f, 

VALUTllfUB, date and history of, ii. 66f.; 
204· II ; alleged referencea to Goepela, 
li6 ff'. ; Irenieua does not refer to him 
but to later followen, 69 fr. ; letter 
of, quoted by Clement of Alexandria, 
62 f. ; alleged quotations in work of 
Ht!,y:,t1tue, 66 ff'. ; Eaatem and 
I · acboola, 69 ff'. ; quotations not 
made by Valentinua, 70 ff'.; results 
regarding alleged quotations, 78 f. ; 
Tertullian on, 7 4 f. ; bis alleged uae 
of N. T., 74 ff'.; professed to have 
traditiona from Apostles, 711; reject.a 
Ooepela, 76 ff'.; the Goepel of Truth, 
77 f. ; bis followen, Ptolemre11s and 
Heracleon, 204 ff'. ; alleged reference 
to fourth Goepel, 66 f., ti8 f., 869 f. ; 
not evidence for Acts, ill. 22. 

Vaticanua, Codex, i. 243, 329, 352 

note 2, 438; ii. 348 note 5, 867 note 2, 
419 f.; ill. 64 note 1; 259 note l ; 
289; 315 notel; 410note2; 411; 
422 note 3; 429 notes 1, 2; 431 
note 1 ; 457 note 1; 4 il note l. 

Veda, conaidered divinely inspired, i. 2. 
Victor of Capua, ii. 149, 168. 
Victor of Home, ii. 186 t 
Vienne and Lyona, Epistle of, date and 

circumstances, ii. 198 f.; 208 f. ; re· 
ferencea to Zachariu, 199 ff'.; alleged 
reference to fourth Gospel, 379 f. ; 
alleged evidence for Acts, iii. 24 f. 

Vision bypotheaia : applied to reanrrec· 
tion of Saints, iii. p. 426 It ; applied 
to resurrection of Jesus, 626 ft'. ; 
applied to viaiona of J8llWI generally, 
640 ff'. ; applied to vision of Paul, 
650 ff'. 

Volcanoes, openings into Hell, i. 1S9: 
account by Gregory the Great, 139 
note 2. 

Volkmar :-on lgnatiwi. i. !viii. ff., 
l:u.v.; date of Book of Judith, 228 ; 
author of Clementinea used aame 
Goepel as J uatin, ii. 7 note 6 ; on 
quotationa of Hippolytua, 52 ; on 
Marcion'a Gospel, lSt> f. ; author of 
Dial de recte in deum fide on Mar· 
cion, 88 f. ; on procedure of Ter· 
tullian against Marcion, 92 f., 95 t ; 
arguments a likniio, 95, 96 note 2 ; 
incompleteneaa and doubtful truet
worthineaa of Epiphaniua and 1'er
tullian againat Marcion, 96 tr. ; their 
contradictiona, 98 f. ; on insufficiency 
of data for reconatruction of text of 
Marcion'11Goapel,andaettlementof the 
diacu.uion, l 02 ; on paaaages in .Illar· 
cion'e Goepel, 117 notes 3 and 6, 118, 
119 note 2, 120 note 2, 121 note 2, 
128 notes 4, 5, 7, 129 f., 186 note 2; 
date of Ptolemreus and Heracleon, 
220 note 2 ; on date of Celaue, 226, 
230 note 1; on.language of Canon of 
Muratori, 236 note a ; on alleged 
quotation from 1 Epistle of John in 
Epistle of Polycarp, 267 f, ; admits 
probable uee of fourth Goepel by 
Clementinea, 834 note 2. 

V~lgate, ii. 10 note 4, 172. 

WADDllfOTOlf, i. 272 note 4. 
W eaaela, i. 127, 138 note 7. 
Weisman, i. x:u.v. 
W eizailcker, on Epistle of Barnabas, i. 

20 ; on quotation in work of Hippo· 
lytua aacribed to V nlentinua, ii. 68 f. 

W eatcott, Canon : hie criticisms, i. 
Iii. If. ; miracles inaepa.rable from 
Christianity, 9 f.; aaaumption of 
Personal God cannot be proved, 65, 
note 2 ; to speak of God aa In· 
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finite :ind Per.,.>nal a contradiction, 
70, note 3 ; on a quotation in Ep. of 
Barnabua, 2H note 2, 245 note 2, on 
a quotation of J uatin's, 333 note 4 ; 
apol~!c critici.em by, 359 note 1; 
on coincideooe between quotation of 
Justin and Clementioea, 376 note; on 
J ustio'1 quotationa from the " Me
moin," 387 ff. ; on Apocrypha of 
Hegeeipput, 434 note 5 ; auppoted 
reference of Ilegeeippus to Luke, 43i; 
on the uncritical character of fint 
two centuriet, 461 note 1 ; hia 
silence regarding original language 
of work attributed to Matthew, 469 
note 3; on Clemeotinee, iL 9 note 1 ; 
on 1uppoted quotation from :Mark in 
Clemeotinee, 26 f. ; Paul attacked as 
" the enemy •' in Clementinea, 85, 
note I ; on BMilidee, 42; hie ex
planation of UJl8 of uncanooical works 
by Baailidee, 44 f. ; a.uertion that Ba
ailidee admitted historic truth of GOll
pela, 46 f. ; no reference to N. T. in 
fragments of Ieidorm, 4 7 ; alleged 
quotations of our Gospele by Baeilidea, 
60 ff.; uncertainty regarding writings 
u-1 by Hippolytua, 51 ff. ; silence 
regarding doubt whether Hippolytua 
quotes Baailidea, 64 ; on the formula 
employed in the auppoaed quotations, 
64'; doee not refer to quotations of 
Valentinu1 alleged by Tiscbendorf, 
61 f.; estmordinary statement regard
ing Valentinua, 62 ft'.; alleged refer· 
ences of Valentinua to Matthew, 62 ff. 
alleged quotation by Valentinua from 
Oospele in work of Hippolytue, 6611'.; 
silence regarding uncertain system 
of quotation of Hippolytus, 69 f. ; 
doee not state facts, 71 ; aaaertioo 
regarding Valeotinus and NewTeata
ment Canon, 74 ff.; not clear that 
llarcion himself altered hie Gospel, 
187, 371; some suppoeed altera
tions, various readings, 137 ; on 
pll88Bg8 in Tertullian on Marcion'a 
treatment of G01pels, 142 f.; alleged 
rofereocea of Tatian to Matthew, 
H6 ff., 147 f.; on 1'atian'a Diatee· 
earon, 162 f. ; the incorrectneea of hie 
aaaertiona, 163 f. ; 1'atian's Diatee
aaron laid to be first recognition of 
a four-fold Gospel, 156; later hia
to'1 of Diateeaaron involved in con
fusion, 157 t; on" Scripturea of the 
Lord " referred to by Dionyaius of 
Corinth, 161 ff. ; incorrectne&11 of his 
<leductione from worile of Dionysiue, 
162 ff.; alleged reference of Dionyaius 
to MattbewanJ the Apocalypse, ltl6f.; 
and to a New 'featament Canon, 167; 
en wnrkA rrad in Churche&, lti7 f.; , 

_.,. that Velito of Sard.i8 spaka 
of a collected New Teatameut, 
169 ff.; extraordinary nature of this 
a.uenion, 170 f[ ; he followa and 
euggeratee Lardna, 170 note 2; 
nlue of Kelito'• e'ridence for New 
Teetament Canon, li5 ff.; on Syriac 
fragment of Ont.ion, 177 ; fragment 
on Faith, 179 ff. ; ailenee as to doubt
ful character, 180; claims fngment 
aa:ribed to A J¥11linaria aa evidence 
for our Gospele, 184 ; OD alleged 
quotationa of Atheoagoru, 190 t ; 
Rp. of Vienne and Lyons, 1!18; on 
Ptoletn1111111 and Heracleon, 203 note 1, 
204, 211 note 3, 224 note 7, 225 
note 2 ; PtolemieWI on duration of 
ministry of Jesus, 225 note 2; date 
of Celaus, 231 note 2 ; OD Canon of 
Muratori, 23i note 1 ; 246 note 1 ; 
Clement of Rome 811 evidence for 
fourth Gospel, 2f9 note I; alleged 
allusions in Pastor of Hennaa to 
fourth Gospel, 251 ff., 258 note 4; 
alleged Johannine inlluence traceable 
in Jgnatian Epistles, 261 ft'. ; on quo
tation in S. R., 266 note 2; on m· 
deuce of J Ulltin for fourth Goepel. 
270; claims Hegeaippua u witneea 
for fourth Goepel, 314 f.; alleged 
quotation by Presbyters in lreua?ue 
from work of Papi.as, 331 note 7 ; 
-rtion that Papiaa knew fourth 
Gospel, 331 note 7; Papiaa mai.JJ. 
tained divine inspiration of Apoca
lypse, 333 ; alleged references in 
Clementinee to fourth Goepel, 334 ff.; 
alleged references to fourth Go~pel in 
Epistle to Diogoetua, 353 fr. ; alleged 
reference to fourth Gospel by Bui
lidee, 369 ; alleged referencea by 
Tatian, 372 ft'. ; alleged reference to 
fourth Goepel by Athenagoraa, 378 f.; 
passage in Canon of Muratori, 382 
note 3 ; contrast in form and spirit 
between fourth Goepel aud Synop
tica, 460 f.; on evidence of Juetin 
for Acta, ill. 17 note 4 ; on Hegesip
pu.a and Acta, 18 note 3 ; on Papiae 
and Acta, 19 note 3; 21 notes 1, 
4: on seven books N. T., 321; on 
miracles, 326 note 3 ; Goepel of 
Resurrection, 401 note 2: on inscrip
tion on Cross, 413 f.; on Matthew 
:nviL 36, p. 416, note 2; on Mark 
xv. 28, p. 415 note 3; on purpose 
of Evangelist&, 477 note 1 ; on evi
dence for Resurrection, 621. 

W eatcott and Hort, N. T., i. 829 note 1 ; 
439 note I. 

Wet&tein, iii. 258 note 4, 297, 468 note 2. 
Wette, de, on quotations of Justin 

coUlpared with our Synoptie&, i. 
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SH ff., 382, 386; on evangelical 
quotations of Clementinea, ii. 6 f., 
18 ff.; on Marcion'a Gospel, 84, 129; 
on Athenagoraa, 196 note l ; date of 
Jrenreua, 213 note 2; Apocalypse 
and fourth Goepel cannot have been 
written bl same author, 389 ; mis· 
taken remmiacencea in fourth Gospel, 
449 bote 4, 450 note l ; on Acts, i. 
16 ff. ; iii. 100; on Stephen, 151 
note 4 ; 159 note 3 ; on Peter and 
Comeliu11, 192. 

Wieseler, i. 272 note 4, iii. 217 note 1, 
223 f., 277 note 2, 385 note I . 

Winer, iii. 240 note I. 
Wiedom of Sirach (Ecoleaiaeticue), ii. 

280, 281. 
Wiedom of Solomon, Brazen Serpent, 

ii. 251 note 3 ; Logos doctrine in, 
253, 280, 281, 284. 

Witchcraft, universality of belief in, 

i. 145 ft'. ; belief in it dispelled, 
149 fl. 

Wordsworth, Dr., Bishop of Lincoln, 
ill. 35 notes 4, 5, 59 note 3. 157 note 4, 
249 note 1, 337 note 2, 362 note 1. 

Wotton, i. :u:xv. 

XOOPBANE8 of Colophon, OD Anthro· 
pomorphic Divinity, i. 76 f. 

Z.\ClllA.BLt.8, ii. 199 ft'. 
Zahn, i. hill., lxv., lnvi., lsxvii. f., ii. 

39 notes. 
Zeller, Clementinee, ii. 7 note Ii, Ep. to 

Diognetus, 39 note 3 ; on Stephen, 
ill. 156, 177; on Philip and eunuch, 
182; on apostolic letter, 257; on 
miracle at Pentecost, 369 f. 

Zoroaster, religion of, claims to hue 
been Divine Revelation, i. 2. 

THE END. 

DRADRnn\· , AONF.W, ai oo., Pltr,\"TF.R9, WHtTF.ntBRL 

Digitized by Goog I e 




