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INTRODUCTION.

The main contents of this pamphlet were written 
by Washington, in 1868, using the mediumship of 
Mrs. M. J. Upham Hendee.

The preface was written by my request, in May, 
1878.

It is my mission to give it to the world. Like its 
author it needs no introduction. Every page bears 
the impress of him, who in earth-life, was noted for 
truthfulness.

It comes in good time as a message of love teach-o  o
ing of the spirit, and a spirit-world as tangible reali
ties, and a God of love everywhere.

T. B. CLARKE.

Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1878,
By Thomas Brownell Clarke,

I n  the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, D. C.
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Communication received May 25th, 1878,

My dear friend of earth, how gladly do I come to-day, and hope I may 
impart glorious truths which I have been permitted to learn in my spirit- 
home.

O h! how earnestly do we from our home of light, yearn to impress you 
with these divine blessings, for we know it will be a great comfort in your 
earthly homes to learn that earth is not all, but another is prepared for you 
wherein you will live and enjoy the felicity and companionship of loved 
ones who have passed from you to an unknown and silent world, and to be 
assured that they are living and enjoying the privileges and happiness of 
homes with all surrounding blessing. Yes, dear friends, it speaks to the 
souls of every living being, and lifts them above darkness and doubt—taking 
away the sting of death—weaving it with a far more glorious life beyond.

My great desire is to arouse men’s minds to grow into a beautiful, trust
ing love, that the Creator doeth all things well. Every spirit who comes to 
this blessed world, is astonished as they awake to the wondrous beauty of 
this new-found home; and you may conceive what is their astonishment 
after the teachings of the past.

But, thank God for this blessing in the awakening of your world to-day, 
through the ministrations of his angels who have opened the door for mort
als, and united them through magnetic currents to blend souls between 
the two worlds. To us it is a joyous achievement, for we know of what 
we speak, when we shall succeed in the full meaning of our mission in 
giving a new life to millions now in darkness and fear; and you need not 
wonder that angels, who have risen out of this condition, should move 
heaven and earth to give unto man a true knowledge of existence.

It seems to me that this truth once established would arouse the hearts 
of men to renewed life on earth—cause them to feel that there was some
thing grand to live for besides the mortal which is so evanescent and fleet
ing in comparison with an eternal home, ever growing brighter by unfold
ing intelligences reaching out toward the divine,and would cause the old, 
worn-out garments of theology to be cast of as cumberous and unclean.

Life is eternal, and its joys and blessings await you all, and though you 
see them not, it will be proven a reality.

'The two worlds are shaking hands, and soon man will walk in the image 
of his Maker, blending the soul-world with the mortal. We know that 
you cannot see us ; yet we are with you in love and truth, and happy to 
see so much interest awakened toward us.

As this will be the last opportunity to write before my experiences are 
given to the world, I wish to say that it is a truthful account, though. 
only one of thousands yet to be given to the loved ones of earth. May 
God bless you for this privilege which has been a blessing that we might 
give another from our beautiful home in the spirit-land.

Yours fraternally,

* GEORGE WASHINGTON.
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PREFACE.
My dear earth-friends, feeling a deep interest in humanity, I endeavored 

ten years ago to open the portals of life to those yet veiled in uncertainty 
concerning their future, by giving my experience in the transition to and 
in the realms of spirit-life. I then little thought my message would lie 
unrecognized so long. I trust higher intelligences have overruled for greater 
good.

On awakening to these heavenly spheres, I found them in all their asso
ciations so unlike what I had been taught, that I could only feel amazed, 
and wonder at their marvelous beauty. I seemed spell-bound with joy at 
realizing that I still retained my individuality, and a life so real that were 
it not I saw so many loved ones who had passed on before, giving me such 
blessed congratulations and welcome, I should have felt myself still a resi
dent of earth.

I resolved that if it were possible to open communication with earth. I 
would devote my powers to that end, and have made every effort to the 
consummation of the truth of angel ministrations.

Many have been working to open a channel of communication, often 
coming to earth to strengthen the power, forming magnetic and electric 
currents whereby »e could connect earth and heaven, and thus give proof 
to mortals of our identity as living beings who once were mortals, and yet 
retained their selfhood. Many efforts were made, before we gained recog
nition, but when the glad news that an interchange of intelligent commu
nication between the two worlds had been recognized, the joyful song rang 
through the vaults of heaven, chanted by thousands eager to grasp the 
loving hands or catch the whispering sound or tiny raps which should bring 
the dead to life, and open the gates of heaven to all.

After many efforts, I succeeded in gaining strength to control this me
dium to convey my experiences and wishes to those in earth-life, uncertain 
of their future destiny.

Too long have the false teachings of an angry God and an eternal hell 
consumed the best thoughts of humanity, cramped the divine soul, unfitting 
it either for the earth or spirit-life.

Thousands, to-day, choose darkness and uncertainty, blinding their eyes 
from the glories of heaven, through fear of an impending doom pronounced 
by wicked teachers of dark traditional theology, which has misconstrued 
God into a demon instead of a loving Father.

But those terrible dark and wicked teachings are passing, and the 
teachers are now wondering in bewilderment of their delusions, ignorance 
and superstitions in view of the higher knowledge of right, justice and 
truth coming from millions of ministering angels in all lands and tongues.

The time is not far distant, when new openings will be made which will 
reveal more fully the truth of this home of light and joy to mortal sight; 
for heaven aud earth are now working in unison for its completion.

I must now bless you for giving to the world this faint description of 
our blessed home, hoping it may find favor with all honest, earnest seekers 
after truth; and close with my fraternal blessing,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
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S E C T I O N  F I R S T .

F r ie n d s  o f e a r th - life , in  c o m in g  h e r e  to  b ea r  m y  t e s t i 
m o n y  w ith  th e  h o s ts  o f s p ir it  fr ie n d s , r eg a r d in g  o u r  s p ir it 
u a l h o m e  an d  it s  n a tu ra l e a r th - life  c o n d it io n , g iv e s  m e  
g rea t p le a su r e  to  b e  e n a b le d  to  im p a rt a k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f o n e  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  k n ow n  a s  a  r e s id e n t  
u p o n  y o u r  e a r th ly  sp h e r e .

H a v in g  p a s s e d  th e  c h a n g e  c a lle d  d e a th , 1 s t i l l  fin d  m y se lf  
a l iv in g , in te l l ig e n t  b e in g , a c tu a lly  a liv e  to  a ll s c e n e s  in c i
d en t to  e a r th -life , y e t  c o m p r e h e n d in g  a fu lle r  and  h a p p ie r  
c o n d it io n ;  f in d in g  th e r e  is  n o  d e a th  b u t th e  b e a u tifu l c h a n g e  
c a lle d  d ea th , to  b e  b u t th e  b ir th  o f th e  so u l in to  r ea lm s o f  
s p ir itu a l u n fo ld m e n ts ;  w h ere  lik e  c h ild r e n  b o rn  in to  ea r th -  
l if e , w e  fe e l  th e  w ea k n ess  a n d  s tr a n g e n e ss  o f  o u r  s itu a t io n ,  
n o t  c o m p r e h e n d in g  th e  w o n d erfu l c h a n g e  th a t h a s  co m e  
o v er  u s ;  b u t  b e in g  g u id e d  a n d  s tr e n g th e n e d  b y  o u r  lo v e d  
o n e s , w h o  m ee t u s  at th e  g a tew a y  to  w e lco m e  u s , y ie ld in g ,  
tr u s t in g ly , lo v in g ly  to  th e ir  p r o te c tio n ;  b e c o m in g  s tr e n g th 
e n e d , w e le a r n  to  a d a p t o u r se lv e s  to  th e  c o n d it io n s  su r 
r o u n d in g  u s ;  th u s  w e g r a d u a lly  b e c o m e  a w a k en ed  an d  
s tr e n g th e n e d , u n t il  ev ery  fib re  o f  th e  so u l is  p u ls a t in g  w ith  
n ew  a n d  w o n d e r fu l e m o tio n s , th r il l in g  w ith  jo y  to learn  
th a t  w e  can  s t i l l  c o m m u n ica te  w ith  m o rta ls , an d  im p r ess  
th e m  w ith  p u r p r e se n c e , an d  th a t w e s t i l l  can  a s s is t  a n d  
g u id e  th em  b y  o u r  in flu e n c e  an d  te a c h in g s , u r g in g  th em  
to  h o n e s ty  an d  tr u th fu ln e ss  h ere , as p a ssp o r ts  to  a h ig h e r  
and  m o re  u se fu l life . I  th ere fo re  g iv e  y o u  m y  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f h a v in g  b e e n  u sh e r e d  in to  a n e w  a n d  to  m e in c o m p r e 
h e n s ib le  s ta te  o f e x is te n c e , so  u n lik e  m y  id e a  o f  h e a v en  
as d e s c r ib e d  to  m y e a r th ly  v is io n , th a t  y o u  w ill n o t  b e  s u r 
p r ise d  a t m y  a sto n ish m e n t.

M y first a w a k e n in g  in to  s p ir it - l ife  w as lik e  a w a k en in g  
o u t o f  s le e p  ou  a  b r ig h t  an d  lo v e ly  m o rn in g  in  J u n e , w h en  
th e  fr e s h n e s s  o f f lo w ers  a n d  th e  m u s ic  o f  b ir d s  a tu n e  a ll 
n a tu re  to  h a rm on y . I  c o u ld  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  w h ere  I  w as. 
I  w a s  filled  w ith  aw e a t th e  a p p ea ra n ce  an d  g ra n d eu r  o f  
th e  w o n d erfu l s u b lim e  su r r o u n d in g s . W h ile  b e h o ld in g  
th e se  th in g s , I  s e e m e d  to  r ec a ll th e  p a s t— to  r ea liz e  th a t  I  
had p a s s e d  from  ea r th  an d  m u st n o w  b e  in  h e a v e n . C an  
th is  b e , I  sa id  to  m y se lf;  and y e t  e v e r y th in g  i s  as n a tu ra l 
as in  e a r th - life .  H o w  s tr a n g e , h o w  w o n d e rfu l e v e r y th in g  
seem ed , s o  lik e  ea r th  th a t I  see m  to  d o u b t  m y  s e n s e s , an d  
y e t  I  k n o w  th a t I  m u st h a v e  c h a n g e d — m u st h a v e  le ft  th e  
form — fo r  I  p e r c e iv e d  th a t  I  h a d  n o t  th e  sa m e  m a ter ia l
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b o d y ; an d  r em em b e re d  a lso  th e  d ea r  fr ie n d s  w e e p in g  
o v er  m e, b id d in g  m e fa r e w e ll;  a n d  sa id  su r e ly  th is  is  
h e a v e n  fo r  w h ic h  I  h a d  so  o fte n  p ra y ed . B u t  it  i s  n o t  
so  g r e a t  a c h a n g e , fo r  e v e r y th in g  is  so  rea l a n d  life - lik e ,  
th a t  I  s h a ll b e  a b le  to c o m p re h e n d  i t s  lo c a lity  an d  sp h er e , 
a n d  it s  d is ta n c e  fro m  ea r th — fo r  i t  i s  n o  lo n g e r  a  v is io n a r y  
h ea v en , b u t  a rea l lo ca l p la c e . W h ile  th e s e  s tra n g e  
th o u g h ts  w ere p a s s in g  th ro u g h  m y  m in d , I  s e e m e d  to  b e  
in  a k in d  o f  p le a s in g  d rea m ; p a r tly  a s le e p  a n d  p a r tly  
nw ake. W h ile  th u s  w o n d e r in g  a s to  m y c o n d it io n , a sw e e t ,  
b r ig h t  v is io n  o f g lo r if ie d  s p ir its  s e e m e d  to  a p p ro a ch  an d  
a ro u se  m e to  a g rea ter  fu lln e s s  o f m y  c o n d it io n  a n d  su r 
r o u n d in g s . O n e b e a u tifu l, b r ig h t  s p ir it  ca m e  o u t  from  
th e  n u m b er , a n d  e x te n d in g  h er  a rm s, c r ie d :  “ G eo rg e , m y  
so n , y o u  h a v e  c o m e  to  m e , a n d  a m o th e r ’s  a rm s can  a g a in  
e m b r a c e  y o u — can  w atch  o v er  y o u . Y o u  h a v e  p a ssed  
b e y o n d  th e  e a r th ly  p lan e, and  are  n o w  in  s p ir it  s p h e r e s .  
M y  d ear  d e v o te d  m o th er , h o w  b e a u t ifu l sh e  s e e m e d ;  a s  
n a tu ra l a n d  r e a l a s w h e n  in  th e  e a r th -fo r m . T h e  v is io n  
o p e n e d , a n d  I  b e h e ld  m any d ea r  ea r th  fr ie n d s  c o m in g  n ea r  
to  m e ; ’ m a n y  a  o n e  w h o  h a d  p a s se d  o n  b e fo r e — m a n y  a  
lo v e d  o n e  w hom  I  h ad  see n  d ep a r t to  th a t u n k n ow n  b o u rn  
from  w h en ce  no tra v e ler  r e tu r n s  a g a in  to  ta k e  u p  th e  
fo rm — b u t w h o  I  find  d o  tak e  form  o f  s p ir it  m a tter  an d  
retu rn  to  v is i t  th e ir  e a r th ly  s c e n e s , a n d  h o v e r  a ro u n d  th e  
d ea r  o n e s  le ft on  th e  earth  p la n e .

M y  first a w a k en in g  to  c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f th is  n ew  life ,  
s e e m e d  so  tru ly  n a tu ra l I  fe l t  a d e lig h tfu l h a p p in e s s  p e r 
v a d in g  m y  b e in g . T ho.se d ea r  a n g e ls , w h o se  m iu is te r in g  
k in d n e ss  a ro u sed  to  c o n sc io u s n e s s  m y  fe e b le  sp ir it ,  g a v e  
m e fu ll a ssu ra n c e  o f  a c o n tin u e d  life  in  th is  n ew  p h a se  o f  
b e in g . T ru ly , a lig h t  b rok e  in  u p on  m y  b e in g , a w o n d e r 
fu l c h a n g e , an d  y e t  I  l iv e d  an d  h e ld  c o n v e rse  w ith  th o s e  
w ho h ad  lo n g  p r e c e d e d  m e. M y m o th er , w h o  w as tru ly  
m y  g u a rd ia n  s p ir it ,  g a v e  m e in to  th e  p r o te c tio n  o f th o s e  
w h o  sh o u ld  a s s is t  in s tr e n g th e n in g  an d  a ro u s in g  m y  s e lf -  
s u s ta in in g  p o w er  to  b e c o m e  an  in d e p e n d e n t  b e in g , to  a c t  
in  th e  g r e a t  d ram a o f sp ir it  e x is te n c e . T h ey  to o k  m e to  th e  
m o st lo v e ly  s c e n e s  ; s c e n e s  th a t  b e w ild e r e d  m y  fe e b le  c o n 
c e p tio n , an d  y e t  so  n a tu ra l th a t I c o u ld  o n ly  w o n d er  a t i t s  
l if e - l ik e  a sso c ia t io n s .

A t  th is  t im e  I  fe l t  th a t I  w a s su r r o u n d e d  b y  a h o s t  o f  
d iv in e  b e in g s , b u t u p o n  lo o k in g , I  sa w  m a n y  o f m y d e a r  
fr ie n d s  o f ea r th  r e jo ic in g  a t m y c o m in g — th o s e  w h o  h a d  
p a sse d  on  y e a r s  g o n e  b y , w h o  h a d  a lm o s t  p a s se d  o u t  o f  
m y  m in d , h a d  n o w  co m e  to  w e lco m e  m e  to  th is  n ew  h o m e .  
A g e d  fr ie n d s  w ere  b efo re  m e n o w  l iv in g  p ic tu r e s  o f  y o u t h
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and b e a u ty , r o b e d  in  p u r e , c e le s t ia l  g a r m e n ts  o f  azure  
b r ig h tn e s s .  T h e y  h a d  c o m e  to  w e lco m e  m e to  th is  b r ig h t  
sp h er e  a n d  b ea r  m e  o n  to  b r ig h t  an d  h e a v e n ly  k n o w le d g e  
of m y  p r e se n t  c o n d it io n .

H o w  m y  so u l sw e lle d  w ith  e m o tio n  at th e  th o u g h t  th a t  
all w ere  h e r e  in  th is  b e a u tifu l w o r ld , an d  n o  o n e  c a s t  o u t, 
b u t a ll g r o w in g  b r ig h te r  a s  th e y  b e c o m e  a cq u a in te d  w ith  
th e  tru e  la w s  o f d e v e lo p m en t.

T r u ly , m y  first k n o w le d g e  w as a sto n ish m e n t, d e lig h t  an d  
w o n d er  a t th e  g o r g e o u s  s c e n e r y  o f  s c in t il la te d  l ig h t  fro m  
g o r g e o u s  d o m e s  a b o v e  —  w ith  flo w ers  w h o se  p er fu m e  
w ra p p ed  m e w ith in  th e ir  fo ld s  o f  sw e e tn e s s — w h ile  b e a u 
t ifu l b ir d s  o f ev ery  h u e  w arb led  fo r th  th e ir  s tr a in s  o f  
m u sic  in  su c h  sw e e t  to n e s  o f m e lo d y  th a t  1 se e m e d  to  lo s e  
m y se lf  a m id  so  m u ch  lo v e lin e s s  an d  g ra n d eu r  th a t I s le p t .

H o w  lo n g , I h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e . 1 w as a w a k ed  b y  a 
v o ic e  sa y in g , “ M y so n , I  w ish  y o u  to  c o m e  u p  h ig h e r .” 
L o o k in g  u p , I  saw  m y  m o th er , and w ith  h er  a  b a n d  o f  
a n g e ls  w h o  I  h a d  n o t  see n  b efo re .

T h e s e  w ere  a band o f m a rty rs w h o  h a d  co m e  up th r o u g h  
g rea t tr ib u la t io n , w h o  h ad  fo u g h t b r a v e ly  and  h a d  w on  
th e  crow n  o f k n o w le d g e , and  o ften  re tu rn ed  to  earth  to  
m in is te r  to  th o se  w tiQ  w ere  s t i l l  s tr iv in g  for  lib e r ty . T h e y  
h ad  b e e n  w ith  u s  in  o u r  dark  a n d  try in g  m o m e n ts  o f  so r 
row  and fea r , g u id in g  an d  d ir e c t in g  u s  th ro u g h  th e  p e r il
o u s  s tr u g g le  fo r  freed o m , and  h ad  in sp ired  m a n y  a fe e b le  
h ea rt a n d  n erv ed  m a n y  a  p a ls ie d  arm  to  o p p o se  th e  u p 
lif te d  b lo w  w h ich  w as r a ise d  to  cru sh  o u t  th a t  d iv in e  spark  
o f freed o m  th a t b u rn ed  u p o n  th e  a lta r  of o u r  so u ls . Ifr 
w a s to  th em  w h o  h a d  liv e d  an d  d ie d  for  th a t  g rea t b o o n  
for w h ic h  w e w ere th en  c o n te n d in g , th a t  th e y  h a d  co m e  
from  th e ir  b r ig h t  h o m e  to  a s s is t  u s to  g a in  th a t freed o m  
h ere  w h ic h  th e y  saw  a n d  fe lt , b u t  c o u ld  n o t g a in  o n ly  
th ro u g h  th e  d is so lv in g  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  f le sh . I  s to o d  c o n 
fo u n d ed , and  sa id  to  th em  do y o u  te l l  m e th en  th a t w e can  
retu rn  back  to  ea rth  and  b e c o m e  m in is te r in g  s p ir it s  to  
th o se  w e h a v e  le f t  th e r e ?  T ru ly , m y  so n  sa id  an  a g ed  
s ir e , su ch  is  th e  tru th , and w e h a v e  c o m e  to  y o u , k n o w in g  
v o u r  sy m p a th y  an d  lo v e  fo r  th o se  a ro u n d  y o u , a n d  y o u r  
im p r e s s ib il ity  to  b e c o m e  en ra p p o rt w ith  su c h  a s h ave  
k in d  a n d  g e n e r o u s  n a tu res  to  p rep a re  y o u  fo r  a c o n tin u a 
tio n  o f th e  m is s io n  y o u  are so  w e ll a d a p ted  to  fill. T h e  
lo v e  o f  y o u r  co u n try m en  a n d  c o n fid e n c e  r ep o sed  in  y o u , 
w ill e n a b le  y o u  to  d o  m u ch  g o o d  for  th e  a d v a n c e m en t o f 
th at l ib e r ty , th a t g en er o u s , c o n fid in g  lo v e  o f  b r o th e r ly  
k in d n e ss  w h ich  y o u  so  g e n e r o u s ly  m a n ife s ted  w h ile  s u s 
ta in in g  an d  u p h o ld in g  th em  in  th e ir  g re a t  s tr u g g le  for
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fr e e d o m . T r u ly  th is  is  jo y  u n sp e a k a b le  to  k n o w  th a t  I  
m a y  s t i l l  b e  p e r m itte d  to  retu rn  to  earth  an d  m in g le  a g a in  
in  th e  s c e n e s  I  h a v e  lo v e d  so  w e l l— th is  i s  jo y  in d e e d . I  
n o w  u n d e rsta n d  w hy h e a v e n  i s  su c h  a b e a u t ifu l p la c e , a n d  
w h y  a n g e ls  are  s o  n a p p y  in  i t — b e c a u se  th e y  can  p a r t ic i
p a te  in  a ll th a t  h a s  m a d e  l i f e  h a p p y ; a c o n tin u a tio n  o f  
b le s t  a s s o c ia t io n s ;  a c o n tin u a tio n  o i a r en ew ed  life  to  d o  
g o o d  and  r e c e iv e  g o o d ;  to  b e  g iv e r s  a n d  r e c e iv e r s . W h a t  
a w o n d erfu l le s s o n  to  th e  so u l, th a t to  b e  h a p p y  w e  m u st  
im p a rt o u r  g o o d  g if t s  to  o th e r s , th a t  th e y  m a y  b e  b e n e -  
fitted  so  a s to  b e n e fit  o th e r s  a g a in — a d iv in e  la w  o f th e  
A lm ig h ty ;  th e  m ore w e g iv e  th e  m o re  w e r e c e iv e . I  p e r 
c e iv e  th e  o v e r sh a d o w in g  w isd o m  o f th is  g re a t  le s s o n . H o w  
d id  m y  so u l b o u n d  w ith  d e lig h t  to  k n o w  th a t  I  c o u ld  
a g a in  b e  p e r m itte d  to  h e lp  th e  d o w n -tro d d en  a n d  su ffer in g  
o f ea r th . I  w as tru ly  b le s t  w ith  su c h  h e a v e n ly  ra y s  o f  
l ig h t  b r e a k in g  in  u p o n  m y  y e t  in fa n t s e n s e s  a s  i t  w ere, 
th a t  I  s ee m e d  to  fo r g e t  th o se  d iv in e  b e in g s  w h o  su r ro u n d e d  
m e, an d  w h o  q u ie t ly  to o k  m e to  a g o r g e o u s  h o m e , w h en  
a g a in  I  lo s t  m y se lf  in  r e p o se .

O n a w a k en in g  from  th is  s tr e n g th e n in g  s le e p , I fe l t  in v ig 
o ra ted  a n d  r e fr e sh e d , rea d y  to  g o  for th  to  n ew  d u tie s , m y  
m in d  b e iu g  f ille d  w ith  jo y  u n sp e a k a b le  a t th e  w o n d erfu l 
d e v e lo p m e n ts  th a t  w ere tr a n sp ir in g  in  th is  n ew  tr a n s it io n .

A g a in  an  a n g e l s to o d  b e fo r e  m e, and  to ld  m e to  fo llo w  
h im , a3 I  d id  so , h e  w a fted  m e th ro u g h  w o n d ro u s  s c e n e s  
of c h a n g in g  life , o ver  m o u n ta in s , w h o se  m a je s t ic  s lo p e s  
an d  to w e r in g  h e ig h ts  w er e  g ra n d  b e y o n d  d e sc r ip t io n ,  

■“p a ss in g  th r o u g h  flo w ery  v a lle y s  w h o se  ru n n in g  s tre a m s  
a n d  c o o lin g  sh a d e s  in v ite d  to  rep o se .

B e fo r e  u s  la y  a lo v e ly  v a lle y , w h o se  b o so m  w a s rea l 
w ith  sw e e t-t in te d  m o sse s  a n d  flo w ers  o f e v e ry  h u e . J u s t  
a s w e n ea red  an e le v a t io n  o f  g e n tly  s lo p in g  h i l ls ,  w e  b e 
h e ld  g r o tto e s  an d  m a n s io n s  o f  p e a r ly  b r ig h tn ess , d a z z lin g  
in th e  su n lig h t .

A  b r ig h t  a n g e l, to o  lo v e ly  fo r  d e sc r ip tio n , s te p p e d  b e fo re  
u s, p o in t in g  u p w a rd s. W e  r a ise d  o u r  e y e s , an d  b e h e ld  
a ch a rm ed  c ir c le  a b ov e  sh e d d in g  ray s o f  l ig h t  an d  b e a u ty  
a ro u n d  u s. S h e  sp o k e , an d  th e n  I  sa w  th e  sw e e t  l in e a 
m e n ts  o f a d e p a r te d  fr ien d , w h o  had p a s se d  a w a y  lo n g  
y e a r s  b e fo r e — o n e  w h o  h a d  e n ch a in ed  m y  h ea r t in  m y  
ear ly  y o u th , w h en  th e  b ro w  w a s c lea r , and  so rro w  h ad  
n o t s e t  its  s e a l on  m y  b ro w  o f  care . S h e  s te p p e d  or g l id e d  
forw ard , e x te n d in g  h e r  h a n d , sa y in g , “ W e lc o m e , fr ien d ,  
w elco m e  h e r e . I h a v e  w a ite d  lo n g  fo r  y o u  a s  a d ea r  fr ie n d  
from  m y  e a r th -h o m e . T h a t b a n d  y o u  s e e  c o m in g  are  
d ea r  fr ien d s  o f  o u r  e a r ly  a ss o c ia t io n s . Y o u r  p r e se n c e  h a s
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d raw n  th e m  h e r e  to  w e lc o m e  y o u  to  th is  n ew  l i f e  ; th e y  
w ill ta k e  y o u  h ith e r  to  sh o w  y o u  th e ir  b e a u t ifu l  sp h e r e ,  
w h en  y o u  h a v e  b e c o m e  m o re  a w a k e n e d  to  y o u r  n e w  su r 
r o u n d in g s .” I  l iv e d  a g a in  th r o u g h  th e  p a s t— th e  lo n g  p a s t  
th a t h a d  n o t  r e tu r n e d  to  m e  in  m a n y  y e a r s— a ll s e e m e d  
fr e sh  n o w  a s  w h e n  I  w a n d e re d  o v e r  th e  b r ig h t  s c e n e s  in  
m y y o u th fu l h a p p in e s s . C an  th is  b e  p o s s ib le , I  sa id , th a t  
I  m e e t  y o u  a g a in  m o re  b e a u tifu l th a n  b e fo r e — tru ly , th is  is  
rea l, th is  is  h e a v e u , m o re  o f h e a v e n , m o re  o f jo y  th a n  th e  
o n e  w e  p ic tu r e d  in  o u r  e a r th ly  l i f e — fo r  d o e s  i t  n o t  g iv e  u s  
a ll o f  o u r  b r ig h te s t  o u r  h a p p ie s t  r e a lit ie s  h e r e  a g a in , fu ll  
fr e sh  in  th e  e m b o d im e n t o f  l i f e ,  to  b e  fo r e v e r  b le s s e d — fo r 
ev e r  p r o g r e s s in g  a n d  e le v a t in g  o n e  a n o th er .

T h is  b r ig h t  s p ir it  sa id  “ F o llo w  m e .” S h e  tu r n e d  in to  
a g o r g e o u s  p a la c e , w h ere  I  b e h e ld  in  an a rch ed  ro o m  c o n 
s te l la te d  w ith  g e m s  o f r a rest b e a u tv , an  a r t-g a lle ry  o f  
p a in t in g s  o f  o u r  n o b le s t ,  o u r  m o s t  i l lu s tr io u s  m en  and  
w o m en  o f  e a r th  life , m a n y  w h o  w e w o u ld  n o t  fin d  in  th e  
g a lle r ie s  o f  earth  p a in t in g s , b u t  w h o  w ere  k n o w n  b y  so u l  
te a c h in g  to  b e  w o r th y  o f  a p la c e  in  th e  so u l w o r ld .

W e a lth  or p o s it io n  h a d  n o t  b r o u g h t  th em  h e r e , b u t  th e  
tru e, l iv in g  so u l th a t  w o rk ed  i t s e l f  o u t  in  h u m ility , ig n o r in g  
su ffer in g  fo r  th e  tru th  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  d ^ n y.

C o u ld  y o u  s e e  th e  s o u l s p e a k in g  th ro u g h  th e  e x p r e s s io n  
of th e  e y e , y o u  w o u ld  w o n d e r  th a t  th e y  h a d  b e e n  n e g le c te d  
w h ile  in  earth  l i f e .  T r u ly  h e r e  w as fit s tu d y  fo r  in s p ir a 
tio n , l iv in g , b r e a th in g  l i f e  s ta r t lin g  o u t  from  th o s e  a n g e lic

A fte r  v ie w in g  th e s e , w e  w er e  u sh er ed  in to  a n o th e r  roo m  
or a rch ed  d o m e , w h o se  s id e s  w ere  f il le d  w ith  w o rk s  o f art  
and sc ie n t if ic  lo r e — th e  sa g e s , th e  p o e ts , th e  p a in te r s ,  
sc u lp to r s , p h ilo s o p h e r s , h e r o e s  a n d  m a rty rs  o f  e v e r y  a g e  
a n d  c lim e , w h o  had  e x p r e s s e d  th r o u g h  th e s e  v o lu m e s  th e ir  
th o u g h t , th e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n s , th e ir  tr ia ls  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s  
g a in e d  w h ile  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th is  e a r th ly  sp h er e .

W o n d e r fu l w a s th is  g r e a t  lib ra ry , a n d  tru ly  d id  I  s ta n d  
in  w o n d e r  a n d  a m a zem en t a t th is  to  m e  in c o m p r e h e n s ib le  
g ra n d eu r  o f  w h a t I sa w  b e fo r e  m e . S t i l l  w e  m o v e d  o n  to  
a n o th er  c ir c u la r  d o m e , w h en  to  m y  a s to n is h e d  g a ze  o p e n e d  
a m u seu m  o f e v e r y  th in g  c r e a te d  on  o u r  g lo b e  from  it s  
fir st fo rm a tio n  to  th e  p r e se n t  t im e  o r  a t th a t  t im e , fo r  th a t  
w as d u r in g  m y  first in tr o d u c t io n  to  s p ir it  s p h e r e s . T h e se  
are sp ir it  d e s ig n s  b e fo r e  th e  ea rth  i s  m o u ld e d  in to  form , 
for s p ir it  c o n c e iv e s  a n d  im p r e g n a te s  ea r th  w ith  i t s  c o n c e p 
tio n  o f  e v e r y th in g  th a t w a s m a d e , w h e th e r  l ife , v e g e ta b le  
or m in e r a l. T h u s  w e  b e h e ld  th e  m o d e ls  o f  s p ir it  l if e .  
W o n d e r fu l in d e e d , are  th y  w ork s, O G o d , T h o u  g r e a t

w ork s.
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D iv in e ;  sh o u ld  w e  n o t g iv e  th a n k s  to  T h ee  w h om  to  k n ow  
i s  to  lo v e  u n sp ea k a b le  and  fu ll o f  g lo r y . T h e  g u id e , fo r  
su ch  th is  b r ig h t  a n g e l w as, to ld  m e thart a ll in v e n t io n s  or 
d e s ig n s  w ere  p r e co n c e iv ed  in  sp ir it - life  and  im p r e sse d  
u p o n  th o se  m in d s  m o st s u s c e p t ib le  and  b e s t  a d a p ted  to  
su c h  c o n tr o ls  g iv e n  a t th e  tim e  th e  w orld  m o st  n e e d s  th em  
or can  a p p rec ia te  th e m — th u s s u p p ly in g  h er  w an ts a s  fa s t  
a s sh e  d em a n d s— sh o w in g  an a ll-w ise  p o w er  c re a tin g  
w a n ts  a n d  su p p ly in g  th em . W h a t a th o u g h t!  th a t  so u ls  
th a t  h u n g er  a fter  food  find th e ir  su p p ly  in  s p ir it  c o m 
m u n io n , w h e th er  th ro u g h  m e c h a n ic a l la b o r , m en ta l lo re  
or in sp ir a tio n a l w isd o m .

W e n ow  m o v ed  on. S h e  sa id  th a t  sh e  w o u ld  tak e  m e  
to  th e  h o m e s  of so m e  w h o  h ad  b een  ea r th ’s p o e ts . W e  
ca m e to  a lo v e ly  sp o t  w h ere  c lu s te re d  b e a u tifu l tre e s  an d  
flo w ers, w ith  m in ia tu re  la k e s  and  m o u n d s w h ich  g a v e  su ch  
a life  sc e n e  th a t I  fe lt  c h a in ed  to  th e  sp o t.

H e r e  w ere  th e  h o m e s  o f S h e lly , P o p e  and  D r y d c n ,  
sa g e s  an d  p h ilo so p h e r s  in  th e ir  ea rth  tim e  and  a g e , r e s t in g  
in  th is  sp h er e  to  rev e l a g a in  in  th o se  lu x u r io u s  s c e n e s  of 
so n g , in  w h ich  the}' lo v e d  to  lin g e r . V o lu m e s  o f p o e m s  
lay  a ro u n d , w h o se  la n g u a g e  h a d  s ta r tle d  th e  w or ld , and  
v o lu m e s  th a t sh o u ld  a ro u se  it  a g a in  th ro u g h  o th er  p e n s .

S u c h  I  fo u n d  th is  b e a u tifu l lo c a lity — a l iv in g  b r e a th in g  
w itn e ss  o f co n tin u ed  life . W h ile  w e w ere c o n te m p la tin g  
o f  th e se  b e a u tifu l h o m e s , I  w as im p r e sse d  to  lo o k  a t a 
lo v e ly  la k e  w h ere  w ere m any s p ir its  c o n g r eg a te d . F o l 
lo w in g  m y  g u id e , w e a p p ro a ch ed  to  w h ere  th e y  w ere  
g a th e re d  —  w h en , su d d e n ly , a sh o u t o f  h e a v e n ly  m u sic  
b ro k e  u p o n  m y s e n s e s  a n d  sw e lled  w ith in  th o se  v ib r a t in g  
e m o tio n s  o f g ra n d eu r  and  s u b lim ity  th a t se e m e d  to  carry  
m e to  a ll th a t h ad  ever p a ssed  on  to  h ig h e r  and  h o lie r  r ea lm s  
of b l is s .  T h e se  w ere th o se  w h om  I  h ad  lo n g  lo v e d  in  
sy m p a th y , m in g lin g  to g e th e r  w ith  th o se  w hose h o m e s  I  
h a d  ju s t  p a sse d . T h e y  cam e to  u s an d  see m e d  to  r e c o g 
n ize  m e b y  a p e cu lia r  t ie  th a t b in d s  sp ir it  to  s p ir i t

W e w ere  w e lco m e d  to  th is  b ea u tifu l retrea t, and m a n y  
w ere th e  in q u ir ie s  for th e ir  h o m e  a sso c ia t io n s .

A fter  p a s s in g  a p lea sa n t t im e , w e retu rn ed  to  th e  h o m e  
of m y g u id e , w h en  b id d in g  m e a d ieu , w e p a r ted .

M y m o th er  a g a in  a p p ro a ch ed , sa y in g , “ M y so n , w e  w ill  
n o w  ta k e  y o u  b a ck  to  earth , w h ere  y o u  m ay r ec o g n iz e  th e  
g rea t sp h er e  in  w h ich  y o u  w ill b e  g u id e d  and d ir e c te d  b y  
th o se  w h o  w ill sh o w  y o u  y o u r  m is s io n .’'

I  w as h a p p y  to  b e  p e r m itte d  to  r e v is it  m y  h o m e  w h e re  
all w as d ea r  to  m e; w h ere  m any a fr ien d  s t i l l  d w e lt  in  th e  
form  to  w h o m  I  lo n g e d  to  m ake k n ow n  m y  h a p p in e ss  in
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b e in g  a b le  to  r e tu rn  to  ea r th  in  th e  h a p p y  c o n sc io u s n e s s  
of b e in g  a b le  to  im p a r t g o o d  if ,n o t  to  m a k e m y se lf  k n o w n .

H o w  ea g er  d id  I  a g a in  r e v is it  o ld  s c e n e s , a n d  h o w  fresh  
cam e b a c k  to  m e  a ll  m y  p a st , a n d  h o w  tr u ly  g ra tif ied  to  
b e  p erm itted  t h is  g rea t b le s s in g .

H o w  I  lo n g e d  to  m a k e  m y s e lf  k n o w n  to  th e  d ea r  o n e s  
le f t  o n  ea r th . I  w as to ld  th a t  th e  t im e  w o u ld  c o m e  w h en  
I  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  m a k e m y s e lf  k n ow n , b e  r ec o g n iz ed  a s  
o n e  w h o  w o u ld  b e  a fr ie n d  to  th o se  s t i l l  l iv in g  u p o n  th e  
ea rth , th a t  m y  d u t ie s  on  ea rth  w ere  o n ly  a c o m m en ce m e n t  
of c o n tin u a l l ife . T h a t n o w  I  w a s b e in g  p r e p a re d  to  h e lp  
th o se  w h o  s t i l l  l in g e r  in  b o n d a g e , to  a w a k en  th o se  w h o  
s le p t  in  u n c o n sc io u sn e s s  o f  th e ir  tru e  l i fe ;  th a t, th a t  l ib 
er ty  fo r  w h ich  I  w as an in s tr u m e n t to  g a in , h a d  o n ly  c o m 
m en ced , a n d  th e c o n tin u a tio n  w as a fu ll, a fr e e  l ig h t  fo r  
all to  s e e ,  th a t  sh o u ld  b e  a s  free  to  a ll a s  th e  su n ’s  ra y s, 
th a t  n o  o n e  c o u ld  h id e  o r  d e s tr o y ;  th a t i t  m ig h t illu m in a te  
a ll;  th a t  th e re  sh o u ld  b e  n o  m o re  o p p r e ss io n , n o  m ore  
b o n d a g e  fo r  m an, b u t a free , u n iv er sa l freed o m  fo r  a ll, an  
e le v a te d  sp ir itu a l c o n d it io n  o f  m a n k in d ; th a t  th e y  m u st  b e  
lif te d  o u t o f th is  fea r  an d  d a rk n ess , a n d  th e  a n g e l w o r ld  
m u st m in g le  th e ir  s y m p a th ie s  a n d  draw  b y  th e ir  in flu en ce  
th e  s o u ls  o f  m en  o u t o f  b o n d a g e  in to  c o n fid e n c e  a n d  lo v e  
w ith  G od  an d  th e  a n g e l w o r ld .

H o w  tru ly  h a s  to  m e th a t  p r o p h e c y  b e e n  fu lf ille d , th a t  
o n e o f  a n g e ls  m in is te r in g  u n to  th e  w a n ts  o f  m en . C o u ld  
m an to -d a y , w ith  a ll  th e  g r e a t  in sp ir a tio n  o f th is  era , 
r ea liz e  th e  w o n d erfu l c h a n g e s  b e in g  w ro u g h t o u t th ro u g h  
a n g e l m in is tr y , h e  w o u ld  n o t  so  o fte n  d e sp a ir  fo r  tn e  
fu tu re .

W h a t  to  m an  o fte n  lo o k s  dark  a n d  o b sc u r e  m ay b e  th e  
g r e a te s t  o f  b le s s in g s  in  d is g u is e .  W e  tru st  to o  m u ch  to  
our p o w e r s  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  e te r n a l th in g s  a n d  y ie ld  
n o t e n o u g h  to  o u r  in te r io r  p r o m p tin g s .

W h e n  m an le a r n s  to  l is t e n  to  th e  te a c h in g s  fro m  w ith in , 
h e w ill e n a b le  th o se  lo v e d  fr ie n d s  to  co m e  n ea rer  a n d  im 
p r e ss  th em  w ith  th e  tr u th fu ln e s s  o f  life .

I k n o w , b y  m y  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e , th a t  I  w a s h e lp e d  m u ch  
in  m y  e a r th ly  life . 1 fe l t  i t  th e n , b u t  n o w  I  k n ow . I w a s  
n o t th e  o n ly  o n e ; th o u sa n d s  b e fo r e  m e k n ew  th a t g r e a t  
fact, a n d  s i le n t ly  h e e d e d  it ,  a n d  w ere  b le s t  a c c o r d in g ly .

F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e  w or ld  h a s  b e e n  ta u g h t  to  d e n y  th o se  
te a c h in g s  a s su p e r s t it io u s , a n d  b e lie v e r s  w ere  c a lle d  
d rea m ers  o r  fa n a tic s , a n d  u tter ly  d isc a r d e d  in  th e  w orld  
by p o p u la r  te a c h in g s . M o th er s  an d  g ra n d m o th er s  h a v e  
b een  lo o k e d  u p o n  as im b e c il  an d  d e r a n g e d , w h o  sp o k e  o f  
se e in g  o r  b e lie v in g  in  “ g h o s t s ” o r  d rea m s; an d  m a n y  an
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h o n e s t , tru e -h ea r te d , lo v in g  b e in g , h a s  b e e n  c a lle d  a w itch  
in  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  th e  d e v il ,  b e c a u se  sh e  c o u ld  te l l  o f  
th e  fu tu re . O h  w h a t d r e a d fu l d a rk n e ss  a n d  s u p e r s t it io n  
r e ig n e d  in  th e  d a y s  o f w itch cr a ft;  h o w  m a n y  b r ig h t  s o u ls  
w ere  c o n d e m n e d  an d  c r u e lly  m u rd ered  b y  in fa tu a te d  an d  
m is le d  b e in g s , w h o se  b ig o te d  e d u c a tio n  a n d  fea r  o f  a d e v il  
c a u se d  th em  to  co m m it. O h  ig n o ra n ce ! h o w  te r r ib le  are  
th e  r e v o lu t io n s  w h ic h  m u st ro ll o v er  y o u  to  w ork  o u t th e  
g r e a t  p r o b le m  o f  a tru e  l ife , w h o se  in n e r  e s s e n c e  i s  th e  
a ro m a  o f  a ll p r o g r ess .

T h e  a n g e l w orld  h a s  ev er  m in is te r e d  to  th e  w a n ts  o f  
m an  th r o u g h  a ll t im e , a n d  h a d  n o t b ig o tr y  a n d  p e r se c u 
t io n  r u le d  th e  e a r th  w ith  su c h  a  fea r fu l h a n d , w e m ig h t  
n o w  b e  in  sw e e t  c o m m u n io n  w ith  th e  w o r ld , w ith o u t  d o u b t  
or fea r . B u t  th o se  w h o  h a v e  h e ld  p o w er  h a v e  u se d  i t  to  
th e ir  o w n  a g g ra n d ize m e n t, and  to  su s ta in  i t  h a v e  c o m 
p e lle d  th e  m a sse s  to  ig n o ra n c e  a n d  se r v itu d e , tra n sferr in g  
G o d  in to  a ty r a n t ra th er  th a n  a fa th er .

E v e n  w h en  C h r is t  w as se n t  to  e n lig h te n  a n d  h a rm o n ize  
th e  w o r ld , h e  c o u ld  n o t b e  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  th em  b e c a u se  h e  
ca m e  n o t  a s  th e y  lik e d  b u t  a s m eek  a n d  lo w ly .  H o w  are  
th e  m e e k  an d  lo w ly  a p p r e c ia te d  to -d a y , are th e y  e x a lte d  
or a c k n o w le d g e d  ? N o . S u c h  a s p ir it  can  n e v er  g ro w  
in to  a  tru e  s p ir itu a l c o n d it io n , and  th e  w orld  c e a se  to  
r e c o g n iz e  th e  e tern a l a s th e  o n e  g re a t  a im  o f  l ife . H o w  
m a n y  sa c r if ic e  d ea r  a n d  lo v in g  fr ie n d s  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  
b e in g  p o p u la r  a m o n g s t  th o se  w h o se  s o u l’s  a im  i s  to  s h in e  
l ik e  a fla sh  o f  l ig h tn in g  w h ile  th e  b o lt  s tr ik e s  i t s  v o ta ry  
to  th e  h ea rt.

T h e  co ld  fo rm a l te a c h in g s  o f  th e o lo g y  h a s  d o n e  i t s  w ork  
u p o n  th e  h e a r ts  o f m e n ; i t  h a s  h a r d e n e d  th em  to  o th e r ’s  
g o o d n e s s , an d  u p lif te d  th o se  w h o  h a d  it s  in s tr u c t io n s  a s  
so m e th in g  b e tte r  th a n  a b r o th er  w h o  d o e s  n o t  se e  a s  th ey  d o .

I f  th e y  w o u ld  ta k e  C h r is t ’s  e x a m p le  and  t e a c h in g s  fo r  
th e ir  g u id e , s tr iv in g  to  d o  a s  H e  d id , w ith  th e  sa m e  s im p le  
fa ith  d o in g  g o o d  a n d  p e r se c u t in g  n o n e , th e y  w o u ld  n o t  
rem a in  id le , w a it in g  fo r  h im  to  c le a n se  th em  from  th e ir  
s in s  b y  th e  b lo o d  H e  sh e d  u p o n  th e  cro ss. A ll  th a t  fa i l  
to  lea rn  th a t  le s s o n  in  ea r th  life , w ill h a v e  to  lea rn  i t  in  
th e  sp ir it; , w ill  h a v e  to  learn  th a t th e y  h a v e  a w ork  to  d o , 
a n d  th a t if  n o t  d o n e  in  ea r th  l i f e  m u st b e  d o n e  in  s p ir it ,  
a s  n o  o n e  can  e sc a p e  h is  m is s io n . A ll  “ m u st w ork  o u t  
th e ir  ow n s a lv a t io n ” in  ea rth  life  o r  in  th e  life  to  c o m e .

S u c h  w ere  C h r is t’s  w o rd s a s w ere  im p r e s se d  u p o n  h im  
and  su ch  a ll find i t  on  c o m in g  h ere . T h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  
l iv e  w ith  and  b y  th e  s p ir it  in  earth  life  m u st w ork  th r o u g h  
th a t  d a rk n e ss  a fter  c o m in g  to  sp ir it  l i f e .  T h er e  are  m a n y
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El ia s e s  or s p h e r e s  th ro u g h  w h ic h  s p ir it  h a s  to  g ro w  to  
e c o m e  an  in d e p e n d e n t  s p ir it  o f  th e  s p h e r e s . M a n y  l in 

g er  a ro u n d  ea r th  y e a r s , h a v in g  so  m u ch  o f th e  e a r th y  
a b o u t  th em  th a t i t  a ttr a c ts  to  i t s e l f  a ll th a t b e lo n g s  to  it . 
I f  th e  s p ir it  h a s  n o t  g ro w n  to  a c o n d it io n  to  fr e e  it s e lf  
from  it s  m a ter ia l, it  w ill c l in g  a ro u n d  u n til g ro w n  in to  a  
m o re  sp ir itu a l c o n d it io n . T h o u sa n d s  h a v e  to  co m e  b a c k  
and  ta k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  o th e r  p e r so n s  to  carry  o u t th e ir  
u n p r o g r e s se d  c o n d it io n , a n d  th e  m o re  m a ter ia l th e ir  
m e d iu m  is , th e  b e tte r  can  s p ir it s  o f  th a t c la s s  a c t  th ro u g h  
th e m . A ll sh o u ld  e n d e a v o r  to  c la s s  th e ir  m ed iu m s a c 
c o r d in g  to  th e ir  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  n o t  a llo w  th o s e  p ro 
g r e s s e d  to  a m o re  sp ir itu a l p la n e  to  m in g le  w ith  th o s e  o f  
th e  e a r lie r  d e v e lo p m e n t in  a s o c ia l r e la tio n  o f c irc le s  u n 
le s s  a s  te a c h e r s . I t  is  th e  sa m e  la w  a s  in  g o v e r n in g  
s c h o o ls . N o  tea c h e r , fo r  a m o m e n t, w o u ld  b r in g  h im se lf  
dow n to  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  a  sc h o la r  in  th e  in te lle c tu a l sc a le ,  
e x p e c t in g  th a t sch o la r  to  b e  a s w e ll ed u ca ted  a s h im se lf ,  
a fter  h a v in g  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  m a n y  g r a d e s  o f e d u c a tio n .  
B u t h e  m ay lo v e , r e sp e c t  a n d  m in g le  w ith  th em  to  in s tr u c t ,  
to e le v a te  th em  to  a c o n d it io n  o f k n o w le d g e . B u t  to  try  
to  r en d e r  h im se lf  a s  u n ed u c a te d , w o u ld  p la c e  h im  o u t o f  
h is  c o n d it io n , m a k in g  it  v ery  in h a rm o n io u s  fo r  b o th .  
T h u s y o u  s e e  th e  sa m e  law  g o v e r n s  b o th . W e  c o m m en ce  
at th e  p r im a ry  an d  r ise  in  th e  p r o g r e ss iv e  s c a le  o f  in te l l i 
g e n c e . In fa n ts  are  b e a u tifu l a s  m in ia tu r e  meU a n d  w o m en , 
b u t th e y  are  n o t m en  a n d  w o m en  for  w an t o f e x p e r ie n c e  
and  k n o w le d g e , g a in e d  b y  th e  p r o g r e s s iv e  l ife . T h is  
b e a u tifu l la w  o f d e v e lo p m e n t  g iv e s  a new  l ig h t  o f  u s e fu l
n e s s  th r o u g h  tim e  a n d  th r o u g h o u t  e te r n ity .

A ll  are  o n e  g rea t fa m ily , w o rk in g  o u t  p r in c ip le s  o f l i f e  
and a s s is t in g  o n e  a n o th er  in  th e  g re a t  w o rk sh o p  o f  e te r n ity ,  
all b e in g  p e r fe c t ly  a rra n g ed  in  h a rm on y  a n d  b e a u ty .

»

\ S E C T I O N  S E C O N D .

I  h a v e  w a n d ered  fro m  m y th em e , p e r h a p s , in  i l lu s tr a t in g  
th e  g r e a t  p ro b lem  o f l ife , b u t  w h en  su c h  v o lu m e s  co m e  up  
b e fo re  m e  o f  r e tr o sp e c tio n , I  c a n n o t fa il to  il lu s tr a te  a s  I  
fee l th e  w o n d erfu l in  G o d ’s  g re a t  arcan a , th a t life  o n c e  
g iv e n , e v e r  liv e th  in  a n d  th r o u g h  a ll e te r n ity .

I  sa w  th e  b r ig h t  sta r  r is in g , w h ich  sh o u ld  b e  s e e n  b y  
all, a n d  b e in g  seen  w o u ld  aw aken th e  w o r ld  to  a c o n sc io u s -

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



14

n e s s  o f  th e  g re a t r ev e la tio n . I n sp ir e d  m en  o f a ll a g e s  
h a v e  fe l t  th is  g ra n d  law , b u t  c o u ld  n o t fu l ly  c o m p re h e n d  
i t .  T h e  g e n e r a l a w a k en in g  o f  th e  p r e se n t  d a y , is  o n ly  th e  
r e su lt  o f  a lo n g  s tr u g g le  b e tw ee n  d a r k n e ss  a n d  l ig h t ,  ig n o 
ra n ce  an d  e d u c a tio n , n o t th e  refin ed  e d u c a tio n  th a t l im it s  
its  p u p il to  c er ta in  r u le s  and fo rm s, b u t  a g e n e r a l e d u c a 
t io n  o f m in d  a n d  so u l, an im p u lse  to  lea rn  a ll  th in g s , an  
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f a ll la w s o f  G o d , b o th  m a ter ia l an d  sp ir itu a l,  
n o t  c ra m p in g  th e  m in d  to  c er ta in  lim its , b u t  c u lt iv a t in g ,  
e n la r g in g  and  b e a u t ify in g  a ll th in g s  w ith in  th is  g rea t  
tem p lq  o f  l ife . I  fin d  m y se lf  c o m in g  b a ck  m a n y  t im e s  to  
earth  to  g a in  in s tr u c t io n  from  th o se  w h o  h a v e  to g iv e  fro m  
th e ir  k n o w le d g e  o f  earth  in  h er  m o re  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  
w h ile  I  to o  can  im p a rt k n o w le d g e  g a in e d  in  sphere- l i f e ,  
a n d  o ften  g e t  sw e e t  in s tr u c t io n  w h ile  m in is te r in g  to  th e  
w a n ts  o f m a n . T h e  w orld  lo o k s  to  u s  for  a ll k n o w le d g e  
b e in g  g o v e r n e d  by a la w  lik e  u n to  th e m se lv e s . W e  fin d  
o u r se lv e s  l im ite d  to  c o n d it io n s  w e  c a n n o t o v e rc o m e , a n d  
can g iv e  l ig h t  o r  k n o w le d g e  n o  fa rth er  th a n  w e  h a v e  in d i
v id u a lly  a d v a n ced , u n le s s  a t t im e s , th r o u g h  in sp ir a t io n a l  
m o m e n ts , w e r ea ch  b ey o n d  o u r  sp h er e . S t i l l ,  w e h a v e  
m u ch  to  g iv e , w ere  c o n d it io n s  o n ly  u n d e rsto o d  to  b r in g  
o u t th e  h id d e n  trea su res  o f th e  so u l, a n d  w h en  i t  can  b e  
b r o u g h t a ro u n d  w e can  d o  m u ch .

A s  y e t , th e  w or ld  is  far from  b e in g  p a s s iv e  to  th e  p r o p e r  
c o n d it io n s . It is  o n ly  b y  g rea t e ffo rts  th a t so  m u ch  h a s  
b e e n  g a in ed , b u t en o u g h  t#  k n ow  th a t w e fe e l  th a t  w e h a v e  
b e e n  r ec o g n iz ed  a s  a l iv in g  p r in c ip le , a d e s ir e  to  b e  free  a s  
G o d , free  a s th e  in sp ir a tio n  w ith  w h ich  w e  are eu rro u n d ed . 
E v e r y  e le m e n t in  life  m u st b e  free  to  r e c e iv e  th e  fu lln e s s  o f  
ou r fa th er  and o u r  m o th e r ’s  lo v e — u n b o u n d e d , u n b r o k en . 
T h e  g re a t  s tr u g g le  fo r  l ib e r ty  to  w o rsh ip  G o d  a c c o r d in g  to  
th e  d ic ta te s  o f ou r ow n  in ter io r  lo n g in g s , w ro te  it s e lf  o n  
th e  ta b le ts  o f e te r n ity . T o  b e  c o m p e lled  to  w o r sh ip  a cc o r d 
in g  to  a n o th er ’s  form  or cre ed , is  a s  a b h o r e n t to  th e  s o u l a s to  

^  c o m p e l o n e  l iv in g  to  b e  t ie d  to  a d ea d  b o d y , a n d  d ra g  i t  
w ith  h im  th r o u g h  life  in a n tic ip a t io n  o f  an  e te r n a l r ep o se . 
N o , e v e r y  a w a k en ed  so u l h a s  a sp ir a t io n s  a d a p ted  to  h is  
w a n ts , a n d  can  b e  le d  b y  tru th  a n d  b e a u ty  u p  to  h ig h e r  
a n d  h o lie r  p r in c ip le s , b u t  can n ev er  b e  d r iv en  b y  th r e a ts  
o r  sco rn  to  em b ra ce  w h a t to  th em  h a s  n o  b e a u ty  o r  h o l i 
n e s s . T e rr o r s  n e v e r  c re a te  lo v e  a n d  tr u s t in g  c o n f id e n c e ; 
th e r e  is  a lw a y s  a fea r  o f so m e  te r r ib le  c h a n g e  w h ic h  w ill  
b r in g  th em  to  so m e  d read  a cc o u n t. I t  w a s th is  g r e a t  in 
sp ir a tio n  w h ic h  a ro u sed  o u r  fo r e fa th e rs  to  fo r sa k e  th e ir  
h o m e s  and  fr ien d s , to  fin d  freed o m  to  w o r sh ip  th e ir  g r e a t  
tea ch er , w h o  th e y  fe l t  im p r e sse d  th em  o n  to  a h o m e  fre sh
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w ith  l i f e  a n d  fre e  from  th e  h a n d s  o f  it s  crea to r , w h e re  
th ^ j m ig h t .w o r s h ip  in  th e  fu l ln e s s  a n d  p u r ity  o f th e ir  
so u ls . H o w  b e a u tifu l, h o w  g lo r io u s  w a s th e  fre e  u n b o u n d 
ed  lo v e  th a t w en t u p  to  th e  fa th er  o f  a ll fo r  h is  lo v e  an d  
m ercy , in  o p e n in g  a w ay  th a t g a v e  l ib e r ty  to  e x p r e ss  th o s e  
b e a u t ifu l th o u g h ts  th a t  ca m e  s w e ll in g  u p  in  th e ir  s o u ls ,  
g u s h in g  o u t in  p r a ise  and  jo y  fo r  th e ir  g r e a t  d e liv er a n ce , 
to  p r a ise  G o d  a fter  th e ir  o w n  m in d . W h a t w ill n o t  th e  
s o u l d o  to  e m e r g e  in to  l ig h t?  It w ill  s e e k  i t s  o w n — it  c a n 
n o t b e  d r iv en  b a c k ; y o u  m ay c h e c k  i t  or s tr iv e  to  c h e c k  i t  
from  it s  c o u r s e — b u t l ik e  a r iv er  i t  w ill  b u r s t  i t s  b o u n d s ,  
an d  s tr u g g le  th r o u g h  in . o th e r  w ay s in  it s  c o u r se  to  th e  
o cea n — fo r  th e re  i t  i s  b o u n d  and th e r e  it  w ill g o . B u t  try  
and  b e a u tify  it b y  r e m o v in g  th e  o b s tr u c t io n s , a n d  i t  w ill  
flow  o n  b e a u tifu l to  lo o k  u p o n , a n d  u se fu l a s a  c u r re n t o f  
life  to  b e a r  u s  o n  to  o u r  d e s t in a t io n . S u c h  th e n  i s  th e  
so u l o f  m a n ; i t  f e e ls  it s  ow n  in te n t io n , i t s  ow n  a w a k 
in g ; a n d  sh a ll a n o th er  d are  to  d en y  or d e b a r  th a t so u l  
th e  fre e d o m  o f sw e e t  co m m u n io n  w ith  G o d . C an  w e  
fa th om  G o d  ? if  n o t, can w e fa th o m  th e  so u l ? I f  G o d  i s  
in f in ite , i t  m ust, ta k e  e v e r y th in g  to  m a k e  G o d ; an d  is  it  
n o t n e c e s sa r y  th a t e v e ry  so u l m u st h a v e  i t s  o w n  in sp ir a 
tion  o f  G o d ; w e c-m n o t a ll u n d e rs ta n d  h im  a lik e ;  w e  can  
o n ly  s e e  h im  from  o u r  ow n  s ta n d p o in t . S o m e  s e e  h im  in  
fea r  a s  a te r r ib le  b e in g ;  th a t  i s  p a r tly  o w in g  to  e d u c a tio n  
or su r r o u n d in g s , o r  u n h e a lth y  c o n d it io n s  o f th e  m in d , 
from  p h y s ic a l d iso r g a n iz a t io n s ;  a n d  th e y  lo o k  th r o u g h  
th o se  p h a se s  a s  w e lo o k  th ro u g h  sm o k ed  g la s s , a n d  g iv e  
th e  c o lo r in g  o f  th a t  d iv in e  b e in g  th r o u g h  d is to r te d  le n s e s ,  
ea ch  s e e in g  H im  a cc o r d in g  to  th e ir  ca p a c ity . T h er e fo re  
all s e e  H im  d iffer en tly ;  s t i l l  H e  i s  th e  sa m e  G o d , y e s t e r 
d a y , to -d a y  a n d  fo rev er . T h o s e  w h o se  s o u ls  h a v e  b e e n  
cra m p ed  b y  fea r  o f  H im , lo o k  a t H im  o n ly  to  d rea d  H im  
as a h a rd  an d  c ru e l m a s te r , w h ile  th o se  w h o  r e c o g n iz e  
H im  w ith  c o n fid en ce  a n d  lo v e  a s  a tru e  fa th er , u n b o u n d e d  
in  lo v e  and w isd o m , s e e  H im  b e a u tif ie d  a n d  g o o d , b e s to w 
in g  g o o d  g if t s  u n to  h is  c h ild r e n . T h e y  b e h o ld  H im  in  
e v e r y th in g  a s  a r e c o g n iz e d  b e in g , w h o se  fu l ln e s s  i s  s e e n  
e v e ry w h er e . I t  i s  th is  e m o tio n a l, th is  r e s t le s s  la w  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t  th a t in s p ir e s  an d  m o v e s  b e in g s  o u t o f  th e  
co m m o n  a n d  d u ll r o u tin e  o f  e v e ry -d a y  l i fe ;  to  a ro u se  th em  
from  a  d o rm a n t ca p a c ity 1 a s i t  w ere  to  a n ew , a l iv in g  
a w a k e n in g  to  a so m e th in g  n e w er , a n d  a h ig h e r  a n d  h o lie r  
p r in c ip le  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  n o t  u s  th a t  are  d o in g  th is , b u t  th e  
d iv in e  sp a r k  th a t i s  w ith in  u s  th a t  a r o u se s  u s  to  a  c o n 
s c io u s n e s s  o f  a w a n t n o t  su p p lie d — a y e a r n in g  a fter  so m e -
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t i l in g  b e y o n d , for w h ic h  w e n e e d  and m u st h a v e  to  s a t is fy  
th e  d e m a n d s  o f  o u r  b e in g .

W e  h a v e  n o t  u n d e r s to o d  G o d ’s  la w s th a t th e  so u l h a s  
i t s  r eq u ir em en ts  a s  w e ll a s  th e  p h y s ic a l b o d y , a n d  th a t  
to  n o u r ish  i t  w e m u st u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t th o se  w a n ts  are , 
an d  s u p p ly  th em  a s  r e a d ily  a s  w e w o u ld  th e  s ta r v in g  b o d y  
w ith  it s  d e s ir e  fo r  n o u r ish m e n t. W e h a v e  fe d  th e  b o d y  
w ith  fo o d  a s w e  im p e r fe c t ly  u n d e r s to o d  it , b u t  h a v e  u tte r ly  
d e n ie d  fo o d  fo r  th e  so u l o f  th o u sa n d s  o f s ta r v in g  c h ild r e n .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  a c u s to m — a la w  in  fa c t— to  c o m p e l m en  an d  
w o m en  (m a d e  a n d  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  G od  a s h is  c h ild r e n )  to  
w o r sh ip  h im  a c c o r d in g  to  a r e l ig io u s  r ite , e n t ir e ly  a g a in s t  
th e ir  in c lin a t io n , b e tte r  ju d g m e n t or in tu it iv e  im p r e ss io n s ,  
b e c a u se  i t  w as a r e c o g n iz e d  r e lig io n  o f th e  w o r ld .

M u st e v e ry  flo w er  g ro w  u p o n  a  rock , b e c a u se  o n e  
c h a n c e d  to  b e  b o rn  th ere  o r  in  th e  d ark  cav ern , or d o e s  
G o d  b le s s  th em  e v e ry w h er e . D o  th e y  n o t  f lo u r ish  b e s t  
w h ere  n a tu re  i s  b e s t  a d a p ted  to  th e ir  w a n ts— th e  m o rn in g  
s u n s h in e , th e  fe r t i le  s o i l  an d  sp a r k lin g  d ew -d r o p s . Y e t  
th o s e  b e a u t ifu l f lo w ers  w h ich  are so  lo v e ly , are in  as sw e e t  
co m m u n io n  w ith  th e ir  c re a to r  a s  th o s e  m o re  b le s t  w ith  
c o n g e n ia l l if e . W e  fe e l  th a t i t  i s  d e lig h t  to  h a v e  b e a u t i
fu l b ird s  c a g ed  to  a d m in is te r  to  o u r  h a p p in e s s ;  b u t  are  
th e y  l iv in g  a fu l ln e s s  o f  l i fe ;  h a v e  th e y  l ib e r ty ?  I a lw a y s  
fe lt  w h ile  l is t e n in g  to  th e ir  p la in t iv e  s tra in s , th a t th ere  w as  
a sa d n e s s  l in g e r in g  a ro u n d  th em  w h ic h  g a v e  m e a f e e l in g  
of p i ty  for  th e ir  p r iso n e d  c o n d it io n . E v ery  so u l lo n g s  fo r  
fr e e d o m , and  fe e ls  a m y ste r io u s  t ie  b in d in g  h im  to  a fu tu re , 
a d ifferen t life . W e  try  to  o v erco m e  i t  b y  r e n d e r in g  o u r 
s e lv e s  h a p p y  to  p r e se n t  su rro u n d in g s , b u t  w e in e v ita b ly  fe e l  
th a t  w e are  to  a ct so m e  p a rt to  u s  y e t  u n k n o w n . W e  c a n n o t  
ch a in  th e  so u l;  it is  lin k e d  w ith  th e  u n fa th o m a b le  b e y o n d  
th is  sp h e r e ;  w e are b e in g s  o f  c h a n g e , a n d  th e  in f in ite  h a s  
w ritten  o u t  our l iv e s  on  th e  g re a t  fu tu re .

W o r ld s  ca n n o t h o ld  u s ;  w e are  ev er  m o v in g  o n w a rd , a n d  
u p w ard  to  an u n k n ow n  in te ll ig e n c e  w h ich  w ill g iv e  to  u s  
a s fa s t  a s w e ca n  co m p re h e n d  it— in fin ite  in s t in c t  d r a w s  u s  
u n to  th a t p r o te c tio n  a n d  n o u r ish m en t w h ic h  i s  d e s ig n e d  
fo r  ou r u s e —b u t w e h a v e  sa d ly  d e n ie d  th a t s ile n t  la n g u a g e , 
w h ic h  n ev er  d e c e iv e s  w h en  r ig h tly  u n d e rsto o d .

T h e  in e v ita b le  la w  o f  p r o g r e ss  show.5 th a t  w e are d e s t in e d  
to  b e  an in te l l ig e n t  an d  sp ir itu a l w o r ld ; e v e r y th in g  d e m o n 
s tr a te s  th a t fa c t, from  th e  e a r lie s t  fo rm a tio n  to  th e  p r e s e n t  
t im e . I  th o u g h t  m u ch  o f th e s e  th in g s  b e fo re  le a v in g  e a r th ;  
I  sa w  m a n y  th in gs- w h ich  p r o v e d  b e y o n d  a d o u b t  to  m y  
m in d , th a t  th is  ea r th  w as d e v e lo p in g  it s e lf ;  an d  th a t  i t  
p a s s e d  o f fo rm s to  a n o th er  life  w h ich  w ere  to  liv e  an d  c o m -

6v Google Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



17

m u n ic a te  w ith  u s  in te l l ig e n t ly .  M a n y  th in g s  o ccu rred  to  
m e w h ic h  g a v e  p r o o f o f th is . T h o s e  try in g  s c e n e s  th ro u g h  
w h ic h  I  p a ssed  in  th a t  lo n g  r e v o lu tio n a r y  s tr u g g le  for  
l ib e r ty , g a v e  m e m a n y  an  im p r e s s io n  o f an in ter io r , a 
s p ir it - l i fe ,  a n d  le f t  a  c o n v ic t io n  w ith  m e th a t I  sh o u ld  liv e  
a g a in , a n d  retu rn  to  ea r th  w ith  a fu ll  c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  
b e in g , a n d  a s  a d w e lle r  in  s p ir it - l ife  sh o u ld  r e c o g n iz e  th e  
m a ter ia l w o r ld ; b u t  m y  id e a s  o f  h ea v en  w ere  n e v e r  c lea r ly  
d efin ed . I t  w as a lw a y s  c lo th e d  in  m y ste r y  r eg a r d in g  i t s  
tru e  lo c a l i t y  and  su r ro u n d in g s . I  a lw a y s  fe l t  th a t I  w as  
led  o r  g u id e d  ra th er  th an  an  in d e p e n d e n t  b e in g ;  I  fe l t  th e  
p r e se r v in g  h a n d  o f  G o d , a s  I  r e c o g n iz e d  i t  th en  in  s h ie ld 
in g  m e from  d a n g er , w h ile  th o se  a rou n d  m e w ere  s tr ick en  
d o w n  w h ile  in  c o m p a ra tiv e  sa fe ty . T h ere  se e m e d  to  be a 
p r e se n c e  a lw a y s  a b o u t m e , w h isp e r in g  w o rd s o f c o n so la 
tio n  a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t. H is to r y  r e c o r d s  so m e  o f  th o se  
w o n d erfu l e v e n ts  w h ic h  tra n sp ired  to  p r e se r v e  m e from  
d a n g er  and  p r iv a t io n s , w h ile  so  m an y  o f m y  d ea r  co m ra d es  
fe ll to  r is e  n o  m o re  o n  ea r th , b u t r o se  in  im m o rta lity , th ere  
to  a w a it  m y  c o m in g  w ith  w e lco m e  s o u g s  o f p ra ise , a s  to  a  
b ro th er  w h o  had  ta rr ied  lo n g e r  u p o n  th a t tro u b le d  b o so m  
of m o th e r  ea rth , u n til h er  r e s t le s s  c h ild ren  h a d  fo u n d  
p eace  a n d  lib e r ty  to  sh ie ld  th em  from  o p p r e ss io n  and  
b ig o try , w h ere  th e y  c o u ld  p r a ise  G od  u n d er  th e ir  ow n  v in e  
aud fig -tr e e .

T h o s e  b e a u tifu l in s p ir a t io n s  in  m y  e a r th ly  life  are now  
b e in g  r ea liz ed  in  m y  sp ir itu a l p r o g r e s s io n — th o se  b e a u t i
fu l in te r io r  th o u g h ts  are  b e c o m in g  l iv iu g  tru th s  to  m y  
sp ir itu a l s e n se s , fo r  ev ery  flo w er  a n d  d ro p  o f  w ater , ev e ry  
gra in  o f sa n d  sp e a k s  u n to  th e  so u l it s  o w n  fu tu re , and is  
a ga in  r e c o g n iz e d  in  sp ir it - life  w ith*all i t s  fu l ln e s s  an d  so u l  
m e a n in g  to  ouu  sp ir itu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g .

T h e  p o e t , th e  p a in ter , in  th e ir  in sp ir a t io n a l m o m e n ts , 
i l lu s tr a te  th e  s o u l o f  th in g s  to  th e  w o r ld , in  a la n g u a g e  
w h ic h  in s p ir e s  th o s e  w h o  rea d  or lo o k  u p on  th e  ca n v a s  
w ith  th e  w o n d e r fu l an d  b e a u tifu l in  n a tu re  and  a rt— th a t  
so u l la n g u a g e  w e to o k  w ith  u s  to  o u r  b e a u t ifu l h o m e  a s  
m e m e n to e s  o f p a s t  a g e s  w h en  w e  w ere  m o rta l a n d  in h a b i
ta n ts  o f  th e  sp h er e  o f p h y s ic a l, w h en  th e  so u l h a d  a m o rta l 
c o v e r in g  to  p r o te c t  an d  p e r fe c t  a d iv in ity , an  in d e p e n d e n t  
form  to  b e  r e ta in ed  an d  p e r fe c ted  in  it s  o rg a n iza tio n , w h ile  * 
a d w e lle r  h e r e — a rec o g n iz ed , id e n tif ie d , s p ir itu a l b e in g  in  
its  p r o g r e s s io n  th r o u g h  th e  d ifferen t sp h e r e s  of s p ir it - l ife .  
S u ch , th e n , I  fo u n d  H e a v e n , a  p e r p e tu a l l iv in g  e p ito m e ,  
w h ere  w e, a s  c h ild r e n  b o rn  in to  s p ir it - l i f e ,  w ere to  g ro w , 
ta k in g  o n  w ith  u s  su c h  c o n d it io n s  a s  th is  l i f e  g a v e  u s , o f  
v a r ie ty  a n d  a ttra c tio n  th a t w ere  h a rm o n io u s  to  o u r  c o n d i-
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t io n , a n d  a s  w e a w o k e  to  a h ig h e r  an d  n o b ler  c o n d it io n  w e  
lo s e  th o s e  th in g s  w e n o  lo n g e r  n e e d , r is in g  o u t a s  i t  w ere  
P h o en ix  lik e  from  o u r  a sh es  o f  th e  p a st , to  a n e w er  an d  
b r ig h te r  sp h e r e  o f u se fu ln e s s , for  I  find th a t in  la y in g  d o w n  
o u r e a r th ly  g a r m e n ts  th a t  th e  s p ir it  d o e s  n o t  find  e tern a l 
r e s t , b u t h a s  ju s t  ta k en  u p  it s  w ork  in  th is  w o n d erfu l p r o 
g r e s s  o f e te r n a l law .

I  th o u g h t w h ile  on  ea r th  th a t m y la b o r s  w o u ld  b e  e n d e d  
w h en  th e  g re a t  r e s t  c a m e — th a t  m y m is s io n  w as f ille d  w h e n  
1 e n ter e d  p a ra d ise  and  c o u ld  h a v e  c o n sta n t a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  
th e  b le s t , a n d  b e  p e r m itte d  an o c c a s io n a l v is i t  to  ea r th , 
fo r  I  c o u ld  n o t g iv e  u p  th e  th o u g h t  th a t sp ir its  m ig h t  c o m e  
n ea r  ea r th  a t t im e s  a n d  m in is te r  so m ew h a t to  th e ir  c o n d i
t io n s — b u t a s I  h a v e  sa id , I  had  b u t  an in d is t in c t  id e a  o f  
h ea v en  a n d  th e  a n g e l w drld .

W h a t I  h a v e  see n  s in c e  m y  a d v e n t to  s p ir it  l i f e  h a s  b een  
a  le s s o n  to  m e  a n d  m ay  b e  so m e  b en efit to  th o se  y e t  in  th e  
form . I  find th a t a ll m y u s e fu ln e s s  d id  n o t  c e a se  a t m y  
c h a n g e — th a t I  h ad  o n ly  la id  o u t a sm a ll p o r tio n  o f  u s e fu l
n e s s  a n d  la b o r  w h ile  in  e a r th -life , a n d  th a t w h a t g o o d  s e e d  
I  h a d  so w n  w h ile  in  th e  form  w o u ld  d o  it s  g o o d  w o rk —  
th a t  m y d e v ia t io n s  from  n a tu ra l la w s o n ly  d e b a rred  fo r  a  
t im e  th e  s p ir it  p r o g r e ss  to  h ig h e r  c o n d it io n s .

S E C T IO N  T H I R D .

T h e  first so u n d s  o f th o se  t in y  rap s a w a k en ed  a s lu m 
b e r in g  w o r ld  to  a c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f l iv in g  w itn e s s e s  m in is 
te r in g  to  th em  th e  u n fo ld m e n t o f  a n ew  era  o f  e x is te n c e  
w h ic h  w o u ld  u sh e r  in to  b e in g  a n ew  p r in c ip le  o f  th o u g h t  
an d  a c tio n  ; a d iv in e  r e v e la tio n  from  th e  w o r ld  o f th o s e  
d e p a r te d  w h o  a g a in  had  re tu rn ed , m a k in g  th e m s e lv e s  
k n ow n  by a  th o u sa n d  n ew  and s tr a n g e  fo r m s  o f s p e e c h ,  
a n d  a c tio n , g iv in g  an  a lp h a b e t  o f s p ir it - l ife , th ro u g h  a n d  

’ b y  w h ich  th e y  c o u ld  c o m m u n ica te  to  th e ir  d ea r  fr ie n d s  
from  th e  o th e r  sh o re , p r o v in g  b y  th o se  w o n d erfu l d e m o n 
s tr a t io n s  th e ir  tru e  id e n t ity .

W ith  w h a t jo y  d id  th o se  l iv in g  w itn e s s e s  g r e e t  u s  a s w e  
s ile n t ly ,  th o u g h  tru th fu lly , g a v e  d e m o n str a tio n s  o f  c o n 
tin u e d  life .

B u t  th e  w o r ld , a lw a y s  s lo w  to  r e c o g n iz e  a n y th in g  b e 
y o n d  th e ir  lim ite d  c o m p r e h e n s io n , d e n ie d  a n d  sc o r n e d  th e
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th o u g h t th a t  im m o rta l fr ie n d s  c o u ld  or w o u ld  retu rn  a g a in  
to  ea r th . M a n y , th ro u g h  fea r  o f so m e  d rea d  e x p o su r e ,  
im a g in in g  th e  r e v e la tio n s  o f  so m e  o f th e ir  h id d en  m y s te r ie s  
or w ro n g s  d o n e  to  o th e r s , sco ffed  a t  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  
sp ir it  r e tu rn , w h ile  in th e ir  h e a r ts  th e y  tr e m b le d  le s t  it  
sh o u ld  b e  tru e .

T h e  P h a r is e e  fe l t  it  w o u ld  r ev o lu t io n iz e  h is  th eo ry  o f  
re lig io D . S u ch  h a s b e e n  th e  p r in c ip a l c a u se  o f  d e n y in g  
th e  m is s io n  o f  s p ir it s  to  th is  w orld , w ish in g  b y  c o m b a tin g  
and  d e n y in g  to  d en y  to  u s  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  r e tu r n in g  to  
earth , fea r in g  th e  d e a d  m ay  te l l  ta le s  o f  th e  m a n y  w ro n g s  
d o n e  th e m  h e r e . T h e  o ld  a d a g e , th a t “ d ea d  m en  te l l  n o  
t a le s ,” is  p le a sa n tly  su s ta in e d  b y  th e m , a n d  to aw ak en  to  
a k n o w le d g e  o f  an in te l l ig e n c e  b e y o n d  r e tu rn in g , s ta r tle d  
th e  b ig o te d , w ic k e d  w o r ld  to  i t s  fo u n d a tio n . B u t  th e  
d ear  o n e s  w h o  h a v e  lo n g e d  fo r  tru th  an d  freed o m  fo u n d  
an a n sw e r in g  ca ll to  th e ir  p r o g r e s s , a h o p e  b e y o n d  th e  
dark an d  s ile n t  tom b , an d  a h a p p y  r e c o g n it io n  o f fa th ers , 
m o th e r s ,'c h ild r e n , b ro th ers , s is te r s  a n d  fr ie n d s  w h o  w o u ld  
co m e a n d  a d m in is te r  c o n so la t io n  to  th e ir  so u ls  as w e ll as  
th o se  sa in ts  o f  o ld  w h o m  th e y  p ray  so  u n c e a s in g ly  to .

W e  h a v e  n o w  an in te l l ig e n t  co m m u n ica tio n  o p e n e d  a n d  
u n d e r s to o d  b e tw ee n  th e  sp h e r e s , an d  e a c h  a n d  a ll  are  p e r 
m itted  to  r e c e iv e  to k e n s  o f  th e ir  fr ien d s .

H o w  sh o u ld  th e  w or ld  re jo ice  a t th is  g r e a t  e v e n t;  b u t, 
lik e  a ll  o th e r s  o f  im p o rta n ce , i t  is  d e n ie d , tra m p led  on , 
and  th o s e  th r o u g h  w h o m  it  ca m e  are n o t r e c o g n iz e d  a s  
h o n e s t  o r  r e lia b le  b e c a u se  it  w a s  n o t  g iv e n  to  so m e  p o p u 
lar r e lig io n , o r  b e c a u se  it  w as c o n s id e r e d  an  im p o ss ib il ity ,  
as a ll g r e a t  a d v a n ced  th o u g h ts  are r e c e iv e d , a n d  a s J e s u s  
h im se lf  w as r e c e iv e d  w h en  h e  ca m e te a c h in g  th is  sa m e  
d o c tr in e . T h ey  so o n  c ru c ified  H im , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  th o s e  
th ro u g h  w h o m  th o se  rap s ca m e, h a d  n o t  su ffic ien t l ig h t  
sh o n e  u p o n  th e  w orld  th ro u g h  m esm er ism , m a g n e tism  and  
e le c tr ic  c u r ren ts  to  p u sh  b a ck  th e  cro w d  o f  ig n o r a n c e  th a t  
w o u ld  h a v e  d e s tro y e d  th em .

H o w  tru ly  m a n y  lo v e  d a rk n e ss  ra th er  th a n  l ig h t  fea r in g  
th e  l ig h t  w ill e x p o s e  th e ir  h id e o u s  d e fo r m ity . T h e  g re a t  
a w a k en in g  to  l ife , th e  a d v en t o f te le g r a p h in g  th e  th o u g h ts  
from  n o r th  to  so u th , e a s t  to  w est, from  th e a b se n t  w an 
d erer  to  th e  h o m e c ir c le  g a v e  an im p e tu s  to  life , a h ea r t  
th ro b  to  m ill io n s  o f  l iv in g , in te l l ig e n t  b e in g s , w h o  fe lt  a t  
o n ce  th e  n a m es  o f  th o se  w h om  o c e a n s  an d  m o u n ta in s  h ad  
sep a r a te d  fo r  y e a r s— fe lt  in  th e  u n it  o f  th a t g r e a t  lin k  a 
r e sp o n se  o f  b r o th er ly  lo v e  a n d  fr ie n d sh ip  c em en te d . B u t  

, w as i t  d o n e  w ith o u t  an effort, a s tr u g g le  ? D id  m an  r e c e iv e  
it a t o n c e , or d id  h e  r e b e l a n d  d e n y  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f su ch
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a sc e n e . T h e  sp ir it  w o r ld  h a d  fo u n d  a ch a n n e l b y  and  
th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e y  c o u ld  w o rk  o u t th e  p ro b lem  o f  c o n 
n e c tin g  th o u g h t  c o n tr o ll in g  sp a c e  an d  d is ta n c e  in to  s e c o n d s  
o f  t im e .

N o w  th e  w orld  lo o k s  on , an d  fe e ls  th e  g rea t im p o r ta n c e  o f  
th a t  w o n d e r fu l in v e n t io n  a n d  g a in  w h en  c o n tin e n ts  are  
u n ite d . A n o th e r  g re a t  m in d  w as so u g h t  w h ich  h a d  to  p a s s  
th e  g re a t  o rd ea l o f  d o u b tin g  T h o m a ses  w h en  a t la s t  i t  w as  
su p p o sed  h e  had g a in ed  th e  v ic to ry , w h a t w o n d erfu l d e m o n 
s tr a t io n s  in  h is  fa v o r , b u t  w h en , a la s , i t  w a s p r o n o u n c e d  
a fa ilu r e , h e  w as h o o te d  a n d  sn e er e d  a t a s  a p o o r , fa n a tica l  
id io t  fo r  e v e r  d rea m in g  o f  su c h  a s c h e m e .*  S u c h  is  l i f e  
and  su ch  areuthe p h a se s  o f m a n k in d  w h ile  la b o r in g  u n d er  
ig n o r a n c e ;  th e  first to  a s sa il  w ith o u t in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  th e  
fir st to  a d o p t w hen  i t  h a s p r o v e d  it s e lf  an  in d e p e n d e n t  
tru th .

T h o se  w h o  d o  m o st  fo r  th e  w or ld  r ec e iv e  th e  le a s t  rew a rd  
in  i t s  w o r ld ly  b en e fits  ; b u t th e  so u l th a t l i f t s  i t s e l f  a b o v e  
fe e ls  a rew ard  b e y o n d  a ll e a r th ly  a g ra n d izem eu t.

T h ey  are  lif te d  in  a sp ir a t io n s  and sy m p a th y  to  th o se  
e n n o b lin g , sp ir itu a l in f lu e n c e s  w h ic h  h a v e  u p h e ld  and  s u s 
ta in e d  th em  th r o u g h  th e ir  try in g  o rd ea l, an d  now  rew ard  
th em  in  so u l la n g u a g e  th a t m o rta l ca n n o t g iv e  or tak e  a w a y . 
I h a v e  b een  w ith  y o u  o ften  a n d  m in g led  m y  s y m p a th ie s  
w ith  y o u  in  a ll y o u r  tr y in g  s c e n e s  o f  th is  la te  u n h a p p y  w ar. 
T h e  tru e  s p ir it  o f  l ib e r ty  h a s  a d ia m o n d  s e t t in g  an d  w ill  
rem a in  w h en  a ll d r o ss  or ig n o ra n c e  w ill b e  rem o v ed . M an y  
o f it s  p a r tic le s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  d e s tr o y e d , b u t o n ly  to  m ak e  
th e  r em a in in g  cen tre  a m o re  b r ill ia n t , a m o re  p erm a n en t  
s tru c tu re . T h e  g ra n d  fra m ew ork  h a s  b e e n  im m o rta lize d  
b y  th e  g ra n d  a r c h ite c t  o f n a tu r e ’s  h a r m o n ie s , an d  r e m o d e le d  
b y  o u r  ea r ly  ch a rter  o f g o v er n m e n ta l form  in  u n it in g  an d  
s t i l l  d is p e n s in g  freed o m  to  a ll  a s w e th en  u n d e rsto o d  it , a n d  
th r o u g h  the d e v e lo p in g  p o w er s  o f t im e  w ro u g h t o u t  th ro u g h  
o p p o s in g  e le m e n ts , a c h o se n , a b r ig h te r  l ig h t  fo r  freed o m .

T h ro u g h  a ll  th is  w e  h a v e  n o t b e e n  id le , a n d  th ro u g h  
th e  m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  a n g e l-w o r ld , a sp ir itu a l lig h t  h a s  
b r o k en  in  u p o n  th e  d a rk n e ss  o f  th e  m in d , a w a k en in g  i t  to  
a h ig h e r  an d  a n o b ler  im p u lse  th a t e v e r y  m an  h a s a r ig h t  
to  sp e a k  a n d  th in k  th e  th o u g h ts  or in sp ir a t io n s  G o d  h a s  
g iv e n  h im , fe e lin g  or u p h o ld in g  a s e lf -r e lia n t  a ssu r a n c e ,  
th a t  a  p o w er  s u s ta in s  a ll g o o d  a n d  e n n o b lin g  a c tio n .

Y o u r  d ear  d ep a rted  L in c o ln , d o  y o u  th in k  h im  d e a d  b e 
c a u se  rem o v ed  fro m  s ig h t?  N o , h e  s ta n d s  to -d a y  an  im 
m o rta liz ed  s p ir it , in v e s t ig a t in g  and s u s ta in in g  th is , o u r  
b e lo v e d  c o u n try ; a n d  th o u g h  a m arty r  th r o u g h  th e  c o n -

* Would say to youthful readers, that Morse’s Atlantic Cable at first proved a failure.
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sp ira cy  o f  an in fa tu a ted , b ig o te d  p e o p le , s t i l l  b e  p it ie s  
th em  fo r  th e ir  d a rk n e ss  an d  in h a rm o n io u s  c o n d it io n s .

C o u ld  y o u  s e e  h im  to -d a y , y o u  w o u ld  fin d  h im  a t h is  
w ork , w ith  th e  sa m e  ca lm , b e n ig n a n t  lo o k  tra c in g  th e  l in e  
o f th e  n a t io n . H e  l iv e s  n o t  o n ly  to -d a y  in  th e  h e a r ts  o f  
h is  p e o p le , b u t  a l iv in g , a c t in g  p r in c ip le , as tru e  to  th e  
in te r e s t  o f  h is  co u n try  as w h en  o n  ea r th . N o , so  lo n g  a s  
su c h  m en  are m o u ld e d  in eajrth a n d  tra n sp la n ted  in  h ea v en , 
y o u r  n o b le  co u n try  w ill  n e v er  b e  d e s tro y e d , b u t  w ill b e  
su s ta in e d  to  o u tg ro w  a ll b ig o tr y  an d  error, u n it in g  w ith  a  
free  an d  e n n o b lin g  p u rp o se  o f life .

M y  g r e a t  d e s ir e  is  to  s e e  th is  g lo r io u s  s tru c tu re  rea red  
so  h a r m o n io u s , th a t  a n g e ls  ca n  co m e  in  ti^ie sy m p a th y , 
u n it in g  th e  tw o  w o r ld s  in  o n e , g iv in g  a n d  r e c e iv in g  th e  
tru e e le m e n ts  o f  l ife .

T r u ly  is  i t  n o t  o n e  life , w ith  it s  v a r ie ty , i t s  c h a n g e s  
g ro w in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  refin ed , p u r ified  o n  it s  u p w a rd  
p r o g r e ss , y e t  n o t  s c o r n in g  to  retu rn  to  e m b r a c e  th o se  y e t  
c lo th e d  w ith  m a ter ia l, to  im p r eg n a te  th em  w ith  th e  
sp ir itu a l, th e  d iv in e  in flu e n c e  o f  th e ir  s p ir itu a l l ife . O h, 
how  ca n  a n y  o n e  w ish  to  d eb a r  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  a n g e ls  can  
m in is te r  u n to  th e  w a n ts  o f m an . A n g e ls  are o n ly  d is 
so lv e d  m o rta ls , a n d  b y  p u r ify in g  b y  sy m p a th y  an d  lo v e , 
b y  co m m u n io n  w ith  th o se  from  th e  o th e r  s id e , w e fe e l  th e  
sa m e  in te r e s t  for  l i f e  a s  w h en  o n  earth  ; b e in g  free  from  
th e  m o rta l, w e  s e e  a n d  u n d ersta n d  th e  w a n ts  a n d  n e c e s 
s it ie s  o f  m an  c lea rer , a n d  to  a m o re  e n la rg ed  sp h er e  th a n  
w h ile  in  th e  form . M y  in v e s t ig a t io n  h a s  p r o v e d  th a t th ere  
i s  n o  h e ll ,  w h ere  th e  w ick ed  are fo r e v e r  to r tu red , a n d  n o  
h ea v en  w h ere  th e r e  is  e tern a l r e s t  from  a c tio n . I find  c o n 
tin u e d  p r o g r ess  from  lo w er  to  h ig h er  c o n d it io n s , a n d  w h a t  
m an d o e s  n o t lea rn  o r  l iv e  u p  to  w h ile  on  ea r th , h e  m u st  
learn  or g ro w  to  a fter  c h a n g in g  fo rm s and  w o r ld s , fo r  h e  
is  o n ly  p a s s e d  to  a n o th er  sp h e r e  o f  a c tio n , w h ere  h e  c o n 
t in u e s  to  u n fo ld  in  th a t th e  sp ir itu a l w o r ld  h a s  to  g iv e .

W e  are p la c e d  h ere  a s th e  b e g in n in g  o f  l i f e  to  u se  th e  
b le s s in g s  o f th is  w or ld  in  p rep a r in g  a n d  f it t in g  u s  fo r  
a n o th er . B y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  tru e  n a tu re  o f th is  w o r ld  
and its  u se s , im p r o v in g  an d  b e c o m in g  a cq u a in ted  w ith  
n atu ral la w s, th e r e b y  le a r n in g  to  h a rm o n ize  ou r c o n d it io n s  
w ith  th e  w a n ts  an d  d e s ir e s  o f  o u r  n a tu r es , th a t  w e  m ay  
grow  to  a p e r fe c tn e ss  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  l ife , th a t  th e  
u n fo ld m e n t m a y  b e  a p er fec t so u l a t i t s  d ep a rtu re , n o t  
cra m p ed  or d e fo r m e d , b u t b e a u t ifu lly  a d a p ted  an d  d e 
v e lo p e d  w h en  it  le a v e s  i t s  m o th e r ’s  h a n d s  to  en ter  in to  th e  
fo ld s  o f i t s  F a th e r , G o d , a w e ll d e v e lo p e d , sp ir itu a l c h ild ,  
b o rn  o f  b o th  m a ter ia l an d  sp ir itu a l life .
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W e s o m e t im e s  c o m e  to  ea r th  s in g ly , a n d  so m e tim e s  a s  
a c o n v o ca tio n  o f  sp ir its , a n d  m in g le  a ro u n d  th e  lo v e d  s p o ts  
o f ea r th . S o m e t im e s  h o s ts  a tten d  w h en  th ere  is  su ff ic ie n t  
to  a ttra c t, a n d  y o u  o fte n  se e  m e d iu m s so  p e r fe c t ly  u n d er  
th e  p o w er  o f  su r ro u n d in g  s p ir it s  a s to  c h a n g e  lik e  th e  
tw in k lin g  o f an  e y e  from  o n e  in flu e n c e  to  a n o t h e r ; su c h  
a n x ie ty  h a v e  th e  s p ir its  to m a n ife s t  th e m se lv e s , th a t  to  
c o m e  th e y  w ill b e  sa t is f ie d  w ith  a sh a k e  o f th e  h a n d  if  n o  
m o re, ju s t  to  b e  p e r m itte d  o n c e  m o re  to  fe e l th e  p r e ssu r e  
of so m e fr ien d  o f ea r th . I t  g iv e s  th em  s tr e n g th  to  g o  o n 
w ard  and r e jo ice  in  th is  n ew  fo u u d  tru th , a s th e y  h a v e  
fo u n d  th a t it  a fford s a s m u ch  h a p p in e s s  to  th e  s p ir its  a s  
to  th o s e  s t i l l ,  in  th e  form  to  b e  k n ow n  and  to  rea liz e  th a t  
th e y  have n o t p a s se d  b e y o n d  th is  sp h e r e  fo rev er . T h is  it  i s  
th a t m a k es h ea v en  th e  fre e , fu ll a s so c ia t io n  o f d ea r  fr ien d s , 
a m in g lin g  o f so u l, n o t  a heaven  to  b e  p la c ed  .b ey o n d  th e  
rea ch  o f  d ea r  o n e s  c h e r ish e d  w ith  o n ly  a s tra y  fr ie n d  b e in g  
p e r m itte d  to  en ter  th e  h o lie s  o f  h o lie s , w h ile  th e  m a n y  n o t  
r e c o g n iz e d  are r e fu se d  a d m itta n c e , a n d 'a re  c a s t  o ff fo rev er .

W h a t m u st b e  th e  s ta te  or c o n d it io n  o f th a t so u l w ith  
fu ll  u n d e r s ta n d in g  to  find h im s e lf  a lo n e  in  a b ea u tifu l sp o t,  
w h ere  n o  d ear  fr ie n d  c o u ld  a p p ro a ch . W o u ld  i t  b e  h e a v en  
to  h im ?  W o u ld  h e  n o t  ra th er  c h o o se  h e ll w ith  a ll i t s  
p a in s , a n d  b e  p e r m itte d  to  s e e  th e  d ea r  o n e s  o f h is  ea r th -  
l if e ?  G iv e  a  b e in g  a p a la ce , w ith  a ll it s  g ra n d eu r  and  
w ea lth , and  c o m p e l h im  to  liv e  w ith o u t  th e  id o ls  o f  h is  
h ea rt, w o u ld  h e  n o t ra th er  c h o o se  a ca v e  w ith in  so m e  lo n e  
s p o t  w ith  h is  c h e r ish ed  o n e s  a ro u n d  h im . H o w  c o ld  
m u st h a v e  b e e n  th o s e  h e a r ts  w h o  first c o n c e iv e d  su c h  a 
d is to r te d  an d  h o r r ib le  r e lig io n  w ith  n o  w arm th  o f su n 
sh in e , n o  ra y  o f  lo v e  to  e n liv e n  a n d  w arm  in to  b e in g  a 
lo v in g , tr u s t in g  c o n fid en ce  in  th e  w isd o m  an d  g o o d n e s s  o f  
G o d  for h is  u n b o u n d ed  m e r c ie s  b e s to w e d . W ith  w h a t  
zea l th e y  h a v e  w o rk ed  to  m ar and d e fa c e  th e  b e a u tifu l p ic 
tu re  o f h a rm o n io u s  la w s  d e s tr o y in g  n a tu re  and  c h e c k in g  
th e  fre e , fr e sh  im p u lse s  o f G o d ’s  h o ly  sy m p a th ie s .

A  lo n g  e x p e r ie n c e  in sp ir it -s p h e r e s  h a s  u n fo ld e d  to  m e  
th e  g r e a t  p r o b le m  o f  m a n ’s e x is te n c e , a s  i t  d o e s  to  ev ery  
s p ir it  th a t  h a s  r ise n  to  a c o n d itio n  o f  h a rm o n io u s  tru th .

I t  tea r s  d o w n  a n d  d e s tr o y s  a ll th e o r ie s  th o u g h  m a d e  
w ith  h o n e s t  c o n v ic t io n  o f m in d , w h ich  are n o t  m a d e  in  th e  
p r in c ip le  o f lo v e  and  g o o d n e ss , fo r  th a t m in d  th a t c o n 
c e iv e d  in  error  h a s  found a r e s t in g  p la c e  u n t il  i t  can  g a th er  
m o re lig h t . I f  a th e o r y  is k n o w n  to  b e  fa ls e  an d  g iv e n  to  
th e  w o r ld  ig n o r a n tly , or to  d e c e iv e , th e  so o n e r  th a t m a sk  
i s  to rn  aw ay th e  b e tte r . B e t te r  th a t  th e  e y e  sh o u ld  b e  
torn  from  th e  so c k e t , th a n  to  le t  i t  rem ain  to  d e s tro y  th e
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w h o le  b o d y  b y  it s  d is e a s e . T h e  o b je c t  o f  a n g e ls  c o m in g  
to  t h e  w o r ld  to -d a y  to  r e p r e se n t  th e m se lv e s , is  to  r em o v e  
t h e  b ig o tr y ,  s u p e r s t it io n  a n d  ig n o r a n c e  o f  th e  w o r ld  r e 
g a r d in g  th e  c o n tin u e d  li f e  o f d e p a r te d  fr ie n d s , a n d  to  w e l
c o m e  a g a in  th e  l ig h t  o f k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  J e s u s  o f  N a za re th  
p r e a c h e d  an d  p r a c t is e d  w h ile  in  an  in s p ir e d  c o n d it io n .  
L o v in g ,  b r e a th in g  w o r d s  ca m e  fro m  h is  so u l, w h ile  h e  
p r a c t ic e d  tru e  b r o th e r ly  f e e l in g  to  h is  d is c ip le s  a n d  a ll  
t h a t  w o u ld  l is t e n  to  h im . H is  b r ig h t  an d  h o ly  ex a m p le  
i l lu s t r a t e s  th e  s w e e t  h u m ility  o f  a  lo v in g , fo r g iv in g  sp ir it , 
b le n d in g  th e  tw o  w o r ld s  in  s w e e t  c o m m u n io n .

I  h a v e  m e t h im  in  th e  b r ig h te s t  g lo r y ;  a g lo r if ie d  s a in t ly  
e x p r e s s io n  p e r v a d e s  h is  d iv in e  c o u n te n a n c e ;  w ith  a s w e e t  
s m ile  h e  b e c k o n s  a ll to  h im  w h o  ca n  a p p ro a ch  h is  b r ig h t  
su r r o u n d in g s ;  a  tra in  o f  b r ig h tn e s s  fo l lo w s  h im  in  h is  
m iss io n  th r o u g h  th e  s p h e r e s ,  fo r  h e  i s  s t i l l  fu lf i l l in g  h is  
m is s io n  o f  lo v e  a n d  k in d n e ss , s t i l l  c a r ry in g  o u t  th e  g rea t  
p r in c ip le  h e  a d v o c a ted  w h ile  o n  ea r th . C o n v e r s in g  w ith  
h ig h e r  a ttr ib u te s  o f  k n o w le d g e  th a t a re  d is p e n s in g  h a r 
m o n y  e v e r y w h e r e , I  fin d  fh a t th ere  i s  m u ch  to  lea rn , a n d  
th a t w e  n e v e r  c e a se  to  le a r n  th r o u g h o u t  e te r n ity . T h e  
w o n d r o u s  b e a u ty  a n d  a ttr a c tiv e  la w  o f  p r o g r e ss  d ra w s u s  
on fro m  o n e  sp h e r e  to  a n o th er  o f  u s e fu ln e s s . M y m is s io n  
n o w , i s  to  h a rm o n ize  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  m en  to  a h ig h e r  
la w — to  a u s e fu ln e s s  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th a t  p o w er  th a t  
e x is t s  w ith in  th e  g r e a t  fo u n ta in  o f  a ll  l if e , T h e  w orld  is  
a  s tr a n g e r  u n to  i t s e lf .  M an  w ith  a ll h is  k n o w le d g e  h a s  
n o t k n o w n  h is  b r o th e r  m an . T h e  tr u e s t  h e a r ts  h a v e  b e e n  
o v e r lo o k e d , b e c a u se  th e  s e n s it iv e  so u l h a s  d raw n  i t s e lf  
b e n e a th  th e  ex te rn a l c o v er in g , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c u lt iv a te d  
to  w ear a  c o ld  e x te r io r , a n d  to  c h e c k  b a ck  th e  le a s t  sy m 
p a th e t ic  e x p r e ss io n , fo r  fea r  o f sh o w in g  a w ea k n ess  or  
ig n o r a n c e  of- th e  e d u c a tio n a l e t iq u e t  o f  s o c ie ty . I  w a s  
n e v er  c o n v e n tio n a l, an d  c o u ld  n o t  a d o p t th a t  s u p e r c i l io u s 
n e s s  a n d  v a n ity  w h ic h  le a d s  m a n y  o f  e a r th ’s  b r ig h te s t  
o rn a m e n ts  a stra y  from  th e  b e a u tifu l in  n a tu re . I  fe l t  th a t  
in  h o n e s ty  o f  p u r p o se  an d  ca n d o r  o f e x p r e s s io n , w e g a in e d  
m ore o f  th e  rea l a n d  s u b s ta n tia l  o f  l ife , th e  tru e  e n jo y m e n t  
of a ll  th a t  th is  ea r th  a fford s. I c o u ld  s e e  n o th in g  g a in e d  
b y  d e c e p t io n — th a t w ou ld  o n ly  r e su lt  in  e x p o su r e  an d  
m o rtif ica tio n — an d  th a t  a ll  w h o  p r a c t ic e d  i t  so o n e r  or la ter  
b e c a m e  v ic t im s  o f  th e ir  o w n  fo l ly . I s e e  m a n y  to -d a y  
d e s p ise d  fo r  th e ir  h o n e s ty  in  e x p r e s s in g  th e  tru e  m e a n in g  
of th e ir  s o u ls ,  an d  th e y  are c a lle d  “ f o o l i s h ” b y  th o se  
w ho h a v e  le a r n e d  to  w ea r  a fa ls e  c o v e r in g  o r  m a sk  to  h id e  
th e ir  d e fo r m ity . I t  is  b e t te r  to  tea r  a w a y  th e  fa lse  c o v er -

Digitized by Google Origlrval from
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



24

in g , a n d  le t  th e  tru e im p u lse  co m e forth  to  th e  l ig h t , th at  
w h a t is  n o t  g o o d  ca n  b e  rem o v ed .

T h e  free  sp e e c h  o f  th e  p e o p le  to -d a y  is  th a t w h ic h  w ill  
co n v e r t  th e  w o r ld . B y  e x p r e ss io n , w e can  g a th e r  th e  tru e  
e le m e n ts  o f n a tu re , an d  s e e in g  th em  k n o w  h o w t o  c le a n se  
th em .

S u p p r e s s io n  o f th o u g h t  bv th e  m a sse s  w h ile  b e in g  d ic 
ta te d  to  b y  th e  few , an d  b y  th o se  l im ite d  to  c er ta in  c re ed s , 
c a u se s  d e c e p tio n  to  b e  p r a c tic ed  b e tw ee n  th e  h ig h e r  an d  
lo w er  c la s s e s  o f m en . T h e  lo w er  o rd er s  fe a r in g  to  d is o b e y  
o p e n ly , an d  y e t  fe e lin g  an  a n ta g o n is t ic  p r in c ip le  p r e v a il
in g  th em , k n o w in g  o fte n t im e s  th e  ju s t ic e  o f  th e ir  c a u se ,  
are  le d  in to  r e v o lu t io n  a n d  b lo o d s h e d  ; w e h a v e  fe l t  it  
th ro u g h  a ll  p a s t  a g e s ;  I  h a v e  see n  i t  in  o u r  o w n  la s t  r e v o 
lu t io n .

S u p p r e s s io n  a t th e  S o u th  o f  v o ic e  an d  e d u c a tio n , w a s  
th e  g r e a t  lu m p  th r o u g h  w h ic h  p e r m e a te d  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  
free  sp e e c h  o f  l ib e r a l m in d s ;1 i t s  im p r e g n a tin g  p r o c e s s  
a ro u sed  a d is tu r b in g  e le m e n t, w h ich  o n ly  c o u ld  s u b s id e  
b y  th r o w in g  off th e  fro th  and scu m  o f ig n o r a n c e ;  b r in g in g  
to  l ig h t  a c o n d it io n  o f  o p p r e ss io n  b o th  lo a th so m e  a n d  
te r r ib le , to  an e n lig h te n e d  n a tio n  w h o se  m o tto  w as L ib e r ty .  
T h er e  m u st a lw a y s  b e  a re f in in g  p r o c e ss  th r o u g h  th e  d i f 
fe r e n t  s ta g e s  o f  c iv il iz a t io n — th e  r e m o v in g  o f  th e  o ld  a n d  
w orn  o u t fo rm s o f  m a ter ia lism , b y  w h ich  th e  n ew  l i f e  o r  
g r o w th  m u st  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  in  life  a s a  l iv in g  p r in c ip le .

M a n y  c l in g  to  o ld  fo rm s a s o ld  a n d  tr ied  fr ie n d s , a n d  
c a n n o t p a r t from  th e m , fe a r in g  to  tr u s t  to  th e  n ew . W e  can  
lo v e  a n d  r e sp e c t  th em  fo r  th e  g o o d  th e y  h a v e  d o n e  in  th e ir  
d a y , c h e r is h in g  a ll th e  g o o d  th e y  g a v e ;  b u t  sh a ll w e s ta n d  
id ly  lo o k in g  b a ck  on  th o se  w h o  h a v e  fin ish e d  th e ir  w ork  
h ere , a n d  h a ve  le f t  th e ir  d e e d s  to  sp ea k  o f  th em  in  th e ir  
d a y , a n d  n o t  lo o k  b e y o n d  for  a m o re  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  p r o 
g r e sse d  b e in g  in  a h ig h e r  l i f e ?  N o ; w e fin d  th a t c h a n g e  
i s  w r itte n  o n  e v e r y th in g  th a t w e b e h o ld ;  th a t  c h a n g e  is  
th e  g r e a t  p r in c ip le  o f  l ife . T h er e fo re  w e m u st k e e p  p a c e  
w ith  a ll c re a te d  m a tter . W ill  a ro se  b lo o m  c o n tin u a lly ,  
or d o e s  i t  b u d  an d  b lo o m , and fa d e  a n d  b e c o m e  s c e n t le s s ;  
th e  le a v e s  fa d e  a n d  so o n  a n o th er  t in y  b u d  a n d  a g ra d u a l  
u n fo ld in g  o f  a n o th er  b e a u tifu l ro se , th u s  c o n tin u in g  l i f e  
and  fr e sh n e s s .

Y o u  w o u ld  n o t  c lin g  to  th e  o ld  ro se  fo r  i t s  fr e s h n e s s ,  
for  i t  h a s  g o n e ,  b u t fo r  i t s  r e m in isc e n se  o f  so m e  fa ith fu l  
rem em b ra n ce  or m e m e n to  o f i t s  p a s t  b e a u ty  o r  fra g r a n c e .

S u c h  is  l i f e ;  a ll fo rm s m u st c h a n g e . M in d s  s u s c e p t ib le  
o f th o u g h t  w ill  g ro w  o u t in to  n ew  an d  u n tr ie d  c h a n n e ls  
a w a k en in g  to  n ew  id e a s , n ew  r e v e la t io n s  in sp ir e d  to  a c t
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fro m  a  n e w  and u n d efin ed  im p u lse  w h ic h  d o  n o t h a rm o n ize  
w ith  t h e  o ld ;  f e e lin g  th a t th e  o ld  is  to o  n a rro w , to o  c o n 
f in in g  lo r  th e ir  c a p a c ity , a n d  lik e  an o ld e n  g a r m e n t d o e s  
n o t  f it  e a s i ly  or g r a c e fu lly , b u t  c ra m p s and fe e ls  u n c o m 
fo r t a b le .  W o u ld  y o u  c o m p e l a n y  o n e  to  w ear a g a rm en t  
th e y  h a d  o u tg r o w n ; th en  w h y  co n fin e  m in d s  e n la rg ed  to  
s u b m it  to  c o n d it io n s  th e y  fe e l a lto g e th e r  to o  n a rro w  for  
th e ir  c a p a c ity .

I f  w e  r ea so n , le t  u s  r ea so n  h o n e s t ly . I f  o n e  i s  n e c e s sa r y  
fo r  p h y s ic a l  l if e , su r e ly  th e  o th e r  is n e c e s sa r y  fo r  sp ir itu a l  
l i f e ;  fo r  th e  n a tu ra l a n d  sp ir itu a l are  s o  n e a r ly  b le n d e d  
th a t  w e  c a n n o t  m ar th e  o n e  w ith o u t  in ju ry  to  th e  o th er . 
T h e r e fo r e , to  g ro w  b e a u t ifu l ,  w e  m u st  a llo w  th e  sp ir itu a l  
to  u n fo ld  in g o o d n e s s  an d  freed o m , b e lie v in g  th a t ad  e n 
la r g e d  s p ir itu a l c o n d it io n  w ill  p r o d u c e  a h a r m o n io u s ,  
p h y s ic a l  o rg a n iza tio n  a s  a h e a lth y , w e ll-d e v e lo p e d  b o d y

Er o d u c e s  a fr e e  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t  sp ir it .  T h e s e  c o n d it io n s  
a v e  n o t  b e e n  r ig h t ly  u n d e r s to o d , a n d  a  n ew  era o f  e x 

is t e n c e  i s  b e g in n in g  to  u n fo ld  to  th e  w an ts o f  m an . T h ere  
are a  g r e a t  m an y  o b s ta c le s  to  b e  o v e rc o m e  to  r em o v e  th e  
u s e le s s  fo rm s a n d  c e r e m o n ie s  o f  p a s t  a g e s , w h en  th e  w o r ld  
in  i t s  u n d e v e lo p e d  c o n d it io n  w o rk ed  th r o u g h  th e  m a ter ia l  
m o re th a n  th e  s p ir itu a l, a n d  m ig h t  ra th er  th a n  r ig h t  g o v 
ern ed  th e  w o r ld . W h e n  P a in e ’s  A ge o f  R eason  b ro k e  u p on  
th e  w o r ld  i t s  flo od  o f l ig h t ,  a n d  o p e n e d  a ch a n n e l for  
th in k in g  m in d s , h o w  th e  b lo o d -h o u n d s  o f o p p r e ss io n  
h o w le d  d o w n  o n e  o f th e  g r e a te s t  m en  o f  th e  a g e . T h ey  
c o u ld  n o t  fin d  la n g u a g e  s tr o n g  e n o u g h  to  a n a th em a tize  
h is  n a m e , b u t  n o t  a  w ord  fo r  h is  se lf-sa cr if ic e  a n d  n o b le 
n e s s  o f  h e a r t  fo r  o u r  c o u n tr y ’s  w e lfa re  in  h er  d a r k e st  
h o u r . N o , th e  tr ia l w a s o v e r  a n d  th e  c o u n try  s a v e d ; h e  
w as n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d  to  p r o te c t  th em  b y  h is  v o ic e , a n d  
p en , an d  arm :

T h e y  w ere  n o w  rea d y  to  d e s tr o y , a h ! ev en  a n n ih ila te  th e  
very  n a m e  o f  P a in e , w h o se  so u l so a red  a b o v e  th e  ig n o ra n ce  
and b ig o tr y  o f  th e  d a y  an d  w en t o u t  to  th e  g re a t  fu tu re , 
w h en  th e  m in d s  o f  m en  sh o u ld  b e  lo o s e d  s t i l l  fu r th e r  from  
the b o n d a g e  o f  c re ed s . T r u ly , th a t  m a n ’s  d a y  is  y e t  to  
c o m e — w h en  m en  sh a ll r ev er en ce  and  lo v e  h im  a s an  in 
sp ire d  a n d  cru cified  m a n . H is  n a m e is  im m o rta liz e d  o n  
th e  r e c o r d s  o f  t im e  a n d  e te r n ity . ,

H o w  d ifferen t h a s  th e  w o r ld  r ec o g n iz ed  u s . S t i l l  w e  
w ere b o th  le d  b y  th e  p o w er  o f  G od  th ro u g h  th e  a n g e l-  
w orld  in  o u r  d ifferen t sp h er es . H e  w as g u id e d  to  h is  
w ork b y  th e  g r e a t  s p ir itu a l l ig h t  g iv e n  h im , a n d  e x p r e s s e d  
w h at to  h im  w as a tru th ; s ta n d in g  a lo n e  w ith  th e  u n see n  
w orld o n  o n e  s id e , a n d  th e  d a rk n e ss , s u p e r s t it io n  a n d  b ig -
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o tr y  o f  a c o ld , h e a r tle ss  w o r ld  on  th e  o th er . O h ! c o u ld  
y o u  s e e  h im  to -d a y  a s h e  l i f t s  th e  v e il  o f  o b s c u r ity  fro m  
th e  m in d s  o f th e  p e o p le  a s  th e y  are  a w a k en in g  to  a c o n d i
t io n  to  s e e  th e  tru th  o f  th a t g rea t a n d  in sp ir e d  w ork , th e  
A g e  o f R e a s o n ,— y o u  w o u ld  s e e  a so u l a liv e  fo r  th e  g rea t  
tru th  o f  freed o m  of th o u g h t, an e le v a t io n  o f  so u l to  h ig h e r  
and  h o lie r  p r in c ip le s . T o -d a y , ‘ T o m  P a in e , ’' th e  in fid e l, a s  
h e  h a s  b e e n  in g lo r io u s ly  c a lle d  b y  th e  c le r g y  and a ll 
C hristian  s e c ts , s ta n d s  fa r  a b o v e  th o se  w ho h a v e  tr ie d  to  
c lim b  in to  h e a v e n  on  h is  r u in s . H is  in d e p e n d e n c e  an d  
ca n d o r  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e n o u g h  to  h a v e  c o m m a n d ed  at 
le a s t  th e  r e sp e c t  o f  th o se  w h o  w ere  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h im  
fo r  th e  l ib e r ty  thej' n ow  p o s s e s s e d , to  w o r sh ip  G od  a fter  
th e  d ic ta te s  o f  th e ir  ow n  h ea r ts , tru ly , th e y  w ere  b lin d  
to  th e ir  ow n  w e lfa re , fo r  as th e y  w ere e m e r g in g  from  o p 
p r e ss io n  in to  lib e r ty , th e ir  first a ssa u lt  w as u p o n  th e  o n e  
w h o h a d  b e e n  m y  b e s t  fr ien d  a n d  a d v iser , an d  th e ir  g r e a t  
fr ien d  in  th e ir  so r e s t  t im e  o f  n e e d . A n d  fo r  th e  sa m e  
rea so n  d id  th e y  p e r se c u te  h im , w h ile  m a k in g  a fa th er  o f  
m e, m a d e  a d em o n  o f  h im . W h a t te r r ib le  r e v o lu t io n s  
m u st ta k e  p la ce  b e fo r e  th e  tru e  l ig h t  a p p ea rs . T h u s  i t  
h a s  b e e n  w ith  a ll g re a t  a n d  a d v a n ced  m in d s  ; th e  w or ld  
c&nnot u n d e rsta n d  th em  u n t il  th e y  h a v e  p a s se d  o n , a n d  
th e n  th e y  b eg in  to  g ro w  u p  to  a c o n d it io n  to  u n d e rsta n d  
and a p p r e c ia te  th em .

Y e s , y o u r  b e lo v e d  W a sh in g to n , a s y o u  c a ll m e , f e e ls  
p ro u d  o f  th e  a ss o c ia t io n  o f T h o m a s P a in e  in  th is  l i f e ,  an d  
in  th e  g re a t  sp ir itu a l h a rm o n y  o f  th e  s p h e r e s . W e  are  
co -w ork ers in  th is  g re a t  s p ir itu a l f ie ld  o f refo rm , a n d  m a n y  
are  th e  b le s t  a s s o c ia t io n s  a s w e s t i l l  w ork on  in  th e  tr u e  
m iss io n  o f l ib e r ty , o f  th o u g h t and  sp e e c h — h e  in  h is  sp h e r e  
o f u s e fu ln e s s  a n d  a d v a n cem en t, and  I in  m in e  o f  h a r 
m o n iz in g  a n d  e le v a t in g . I ,  fo r  th e  t im e s  in  w h ic h  I  liv e d ,  
an d  h e  in  a d v a n ce , le a d in g  th e  w a y  to  fu tu re  e v e n ts .

W e  are n o w  p rep a r in g  fo r  a n ew er  a n d  h ig h e r  d e v e lo p 
m e n t in  th e  sp h e r e s . O u r e le v a t io n  d e p e n d s  w h o lly  u p o n  
o u r p r o g r ess  in  th is  life . I  fe e l  n o w  w h ile  g iv in g  th is  in 
tro d u cto ry  o f  m y  r e c e p tio n  a n d  p r o g r e ss , and d u t ie s  in  
sp ir it  l ife , th a t I  d o  n e ith er  ju s t ic e  to  m y se lf  or th e  w o r -
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d er fu l su r r o u n d in g s  th r o u g h  w h ich  I  h a v e  p a s s e d  d u r in g  
m y s p ir itu a l  l ife , b u t  a s  I  w a s a p la in  sp o k e n  an d  c a n d id  
m an in  e a r th - life , I fin d  th a t I  ca n n o t e la b o r a te  o f  th e  w o n 
d e r fu l a n d  b e a u tifu l in  th e  sp h e r e s  a s  so m e  m ig h t  d o  w ith  
th e  sa m e  k n o w le d g e . I  s t i l l  f e e l  th at p la in  fa c ts  are  b e tte r  
u n d e r s to o d , a n d  th a t w e  ca n  d raw  n ea rer  to  th e  tru e  so u l  
o f m a n , b y  le a d in g  h im  u p  g e n tly  a n d  n a tu r a lly  to  a tru th  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  to o  lo n g  b u r ie d  b y  s tra n g e  d e p r e s s io n s  
and e le v a t io n s , a n d  b y  p r o p h e tic  ^visions w h ich  c o u ld  n o t  
b e  r e a c h e d  b y  rea so n  a n d  h a r m o n io u s  law .

T h e  g re a t  p r in c ip le  o f  a ll  l if e , th e  u n iv e r sa l s p ir it  o f  a ll 
m atter , w h e th e r  sp ir itu a l or m a ter ia l, th e  D iv in e  A r c h ite c t  
of a ll, h a s  a lw a y s  le d  a n d  w il l  a lw a y s  le a d  u s  an d  a ll th in g s  
up  th r o u g h  th e  d e v e lo p in g  p r o c e ss  o f  g r o w th , o f k n o w le d g e  
and  s p ir itu a l a d v a n c e m en t. I t  i s  th e  in e v ita b le  la w  o f  l i f e  
an d  r e g e n e r a t io n . P r o d u c t io n  a n d  r ep ro d u c tio n  ca n  n ev er  
c e a se  in  th e  m a ter ia l, a n d  w ill  b e  w ro u g h t o u t in  b e a u ty  
and p e r fe c tn e ss  in  th e  sp ir itu a l sp h e r e s .

H e r e  w e a g a in  b e c o m e  c o -w o rk ers  in  th e  b e a u t ifu l  
sp h e r e s  o f sp ir it - life , e a ch  a n d  a ll in  h is  o w n  c a p a c ity  for  
b le n d in g  a n d  a rra n g in g  w h a t to  h im  or h er  h a s  th e  m o st  
a t t r a c t io n s . . T h u s , y o u  w ill  fin d  s p ir it s  c o m in g  to  ea rth  
w ith  a  d ifferen t p h a se  o f  p o w er  c o n tr o ll in g  th o s e  m e d iu m s  
w h o se  o rg a n iza tio n  i s  b e s t  a d a p ted  an d  c o n g e n ia l to  th e ir  
in f lu e n c e . A ll  m e d iu m s  are n o t c o n tr o lle d  a lik e . T h e y  
d o  n o t look; or th in k  a lik e , n a tu r a lly , a n d  are n o t  c o n tr o lle d  
b y  s p ir it s  w ith  th e  sa m e  d e s ir e s  T h u s , y o u  s e e  so m e  are  
c o n tr o lle d  to  sp ea k , so m e  to  w r ite , so m e  to  m o v e  p h y s ic a l  
or m a te r ia l b o d ie s ,  o th e r s  to  rap , so m e  fo r  la n g u a g e , 
p a in t in g , su r v e y in g , g e o lo g ic a l, a str o n o m ica l, s e e in g  o f  
sp ir its , d e s c r ib in g  fr ie n d s  or s tra n g er s , sh o w in g  th e  p o s i 
tiv e  an d  n e g a t iv e  fo r c e s  o f l ife ;  in  fa c t, a ll  a n d  e v e r y  p h a se  
h a s to  c o m e  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f ea rth .

I  h a v e  w a n d ered  lo n g  from  m y  b e a u tifu l sp h er e  h o m e , 
fin d in g  so  m u ch  to  a ttra c t m e  to  m y  ea r ly  a ss o c ia t io n s . I  
w ill n o w  le a d  b a ck  in  th o u g h t  to  th o se  w h o  w ish  to  fo llo w  
m e th r o u g h  th e  la b y r in th ia n  to  b e a u tifu l w o r ld s  o f l ig h t  
and k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  I h a v e  b e e n  p e r m itte d  to  e n jo y  s in c e  
I  le ft  y o u r  sp h e r e  o f  m a te r ia lity .

I  am  n o w  p a s s in g  b e y o n d  th o s e  s c e n e s  I  g a v e  y o u  o f  
sp h ere  l i f e ,  a n d  fin d  m y s e lf  r e s t in g  to  b e h o ld  th e  w o n d e rs  
of G o d ’s  g r e a t  u n iv e r se .

F ro m  t h is  lo c a lity  I see m  to  sca n  a ll  th in g s , 1 f e e l  a b le  
to  c o m p r e h e n d  a ll th in g s , m y  b e in g  ta k e s  in  a s  i t  w ere  a ll  
life , an d  s t i l l  I  fe e l d raw n  w ith  an  ir r e s is t ib le  fo r c e  to  
som e lo c a lity  w h ere  I  am  to  w itn e s s  th e  g r e a t  la w  w h ic h  
g o v ern s  a l l  th in g s . I  fe e l  an in c o m p r e h e n s ib le ; la w  p e r -
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v a d in g  m y  b e i n g ; I am  n o t a lo n e  ; I  s e e  m illio n s  o f  
b r ig h t  s p ir it s  a n d  m y o w n  d ea r  fr ie n d s  a ll a b o u t m e g u id in g  
m e o n  in  th is  w o n d erfu l sp h er e  o f l ife . O h ! G od , th o u  
iu f in ite , s h a ll I  ev er  b e h o ld  th e e  m o re  fu lly  in  th y  w o rk s  
th a n  in  th is  w o n d e rfu l g ra n d eu r  and su b lim ity , th is  h a p 
p in e s s  an d  h a rm o n y  th a t p er v a d e s  all th in g s , a n d  o f  g o r g e o u s  
sc e n e r y , a n d  a r t is t ic  b e a u ty . I  seem  to  co m e  en ra p p o rt 
w ith  a ll, y e t  so  d is t in c t ly  d e fin e  e v e ry th in g , th a t  I lo se  m y 
s e lf  in  th e  h u m  o f a n g e l v o ic e s , th e  a u g e lic  c h o r is te r s  o f  
th e  h e a v e n ly  sp h er es . S h a ll w e  ev er  c e a se  to  g ro w  o r  
d e s ir e  m o re . W e fe e l so m e tim e s  th a t w o h a v e  e n o u g h  
an d  sh o u ld  su ffo ca te  w ith  m o re , an d  fo r  a  w h ile  are a t  
r e s t . B u t  a g a in  w e fin d  o u r se lv e s  h u n g e r in g  a n d  th ir s t in g  
w ith  o th e r  d e s ir e s  ; w e  c a n n o t e n jo y  a ll a t  o n ce , a n d  
th e re fo r e  r e c e iv e  o n ly  su ch  a s  ou r c a p a c ity  i s  f itted  to  e n 
jo y , c o n tin u a lly  g ro w in g  to  m e e t  th e  c o n d it io n s  th r o u g h  
w h ic h  w e are to  p a s s . W e  co m m en ce  life  w ith  b u t  few  
w a n ts, an d  r e c e iv e  a ll th a t  is  n e c e s sa r y  a s w e g ro w . S o  
a lso  in  th e  sp ir itu a l l ife , th e  in fa n t d ra w s to  it s e l f  a ll  th a t  
i t  n e e d s  a s i t  d e v e lo p s  i n t o / u l l  sp ir itu a l e x is te n c e . T h u s , 
y o u  se e , th a t  th o u g h  I  am  b le s t  b e y o n d  e x p r e ss io n , s t i l l  
I  k n ow  th a t I  sh a ll b e c o m e  a cq u a in te d  w ith  m y  sur
r o u n d in g s  an d  b e  le d  to  o th er  s c e n e s  th r o u g h o u t i l l im it 
a b le  s p a c e ,— retu r n in g , s h a ll carry  th e  fr u its  o f  k n o w le d g e  
to  th o se  w h o  are fo l lo w in g  u p  th r o u g h  th e  w o n d erfu l, th e  
b e a u t ifu l o f  G o d ’s  g re a t  k in g d o m .

W e sh a ll n e v er  c e a se  to  lea rn  or lo s e  th e  d e s ir e  to  k n o w  
m o re. T h a t la w  o f im p u lse  th a t  so a rs  to  u n k n o w n  rea lm s  
in e a r th - life , n ev er  c e a se s  in  s p h e r e - l ife  ; i t  is  th e  in fin ite  
p la c ed  w ith in  u s  th a t  n ev er  d ie s ;  th a t th a t  m o v e s  u s  in 
sp ir a t io n a lly  on w ard  fo rev er  and  ev er .

W h e n  th e  form  th ro u g h  w h ic h  in sp ir a tio n  is  g iv e n  is  
w ea k en ed  or d e s tro y e d , i t  m ay  a ct n o  lo n g er , b u t ta k es  to  
i t s e l f  a form  th r o u g h  w h ic h  i t  can  w ork  in  it s  p r o g r e ss  
th r o u g h o u t e tern a l a g e s .

W h e n  th e  a g e d  can  n o  lo n g e r  g a th e r  u p  th e  b e a u ty  and  
k n o w le d g e  o f earth , b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  p h y s ic a l a n d  m en ta l 
d eca y , th en  d o e s  th e  sp ir it  r ev e l a g a in  in  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  lo v e  a n d  h a p p in e s s , l iv in g  o v er  a g a in  
th o se  b r ig h t  a n d  h a p p y  a ss o c ia t io n s , r e v ie w in g  th e  p a s t  
to  p rep a re  i t  to  b e  lin k e d  to  th e  sp ir itu a l, w h en  th e  w o rn -  
o u t c a sk e t  i s  b r o k e n , a n d  i t  is  r e le a se d  from  th e  c o n fin e 
m en t o f m a ter ia l th a t is  n o  lo n g er  n e e d e d  to  p r o te c t  o r  
d e v e lo p  th e  so u l. T ru ly , th ere  is  n o th in g  lo s t , for th e  
s p ir it  ta k es  to  i t s e lf  a ll th a t  i t  h a s  g a th e re d  o f e x p er ien ce  o r  
h a p p in e s s  w h ile  in h a b it in g  th e  form ; c a r ry in g  its  tr ea su res  
to  its  sp ir it-h o m o , th ere  to  b le n d  an d  b e a u tify  in  its  fu tu re
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g r o w th  a n d  a s s o c ia t io n s  in  th e  sp h er es . A lso , th e  m a te 
r ia l ,  th o u g h  fa l l in g  to  d e c a y , is  n o t  lo s t ;  fo r  ea ch  a n d  
e v e r y  p a r t ic le  h a s  it s  p la c e , i t s  m is s io n , a n ew  fie ld  o f  
a c t io n  th r o u g h  w h ic h  n ew  fo r m s w ill  tak e  p o s s e s s io n  to  
w o r k  o u t  n ew  d e v e lo p m e n ts . T h u s , th e r e  is  c o n tin u a tio n  
o f  l i f e ,  g iv in g  v a r ie ty  an d  b e a u ty  th r o u g h  th is  e v e r  w o rk in g  
la w  o f  th e  in f in ite  w h ic h  I  w a s  n o t  p e r m itte d  to  k n o w  b y  
e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  o n ly  fe l t  in  th e  in sp ir a t io n  o f th e  so u l.

H a d  I k n o w n  how  to  h a v e  c u lt iv a te d  th is  sp ir itu a l k n o w 
le d g e ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  m e  o n  th e  s p ir itu a l p la n e  
o f  in te l l ig e n c e .  O h ! m an o f  th is  d a y , h o w  b le s t  is  y o u r  lo t  
in  th e  free  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  sp ir itu a l in flu x  in to  th e  
d a r k e n e d  a tm o sp h e r e  o f  y o u r  l ife . S u re  a n d  s te a d fa s t  are  
p r in c ip le s  a ttr a c ted  to  l ik e  p r in c ip le s ;  and  a s  th e  u n fo ld in g  
b u d  r e a c h e s  o u t i t s  t in y  le a v e s  to  th e  a tm o sp h e r e  u n t i l  i t  
i s  u n fo ld e d  in  a ll i t s  b e a u ty  an d  fra g ra n ce , so  th e  sa m e  law  
d r a w s  u s  o n  to  o u r  h ig h e r  u n fo ld m e n t. I t  is  a  g ro w th  of 
s o u l ,  a c o n tin u a tio n  th r o u g h o u t  e te r n ity . S h a ll  w isd o m  
c e a s e  a t  th e  th r e sh o ld  o f e te r n ity , a n d  i f  so , w h y  th is  
lo n g in g  a fter  so m e th in g  w e d o  n o t  fin d  in  ea r th  life?

S u r e ly  ea r th  h a s  su ff ic ie n t  fo r  th e  m a ter ia l w a n ts  o f  
m a n , a n d  if  h e  c e a se s  to  g a th e r  e n o u g h  to  p la c e  h im  at 
o n c e  in  p a r a d ise , th en  h is  w an ts can  b e  s u p p lie d  a t h is  
m o th e r ’s  b o so m — h i s  e a r th ly  h o m e . N a tu re  is  b o u n tifu l  
in  h e r  s u p p lie s  o f  a ll m a ter ia l th in g s , and  o u r  sp ir itu a l  
te a c h in g s  h a v e  b e e n  o f  a S a v io r  to  r ed ee m  th e  w orld , 
le a v in g  n o th in g  fo r  u s  to  d o  th r o u g h o u t  th e  a g e s  o f  e te r -  

, n ity . W ill th a t  b e  b l is s ?  C an w e fe e l th a t  th is  is  a ll w e  
w ere d e s ig n e d  fo r?  N o , G o d  fo r b id . I k n o w  th a t ev ery  
so u l, p r o p e r ly  u n d e r s ta n d in g  h is  n eed s , w ill  n e v er  w ish  to  
b e  a  d ro n e  in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h ea v en , b u t  w ill  g a th e r  h a p 
p in e s s  b y  b e in g  a w orker in  th e  g re a t  u n iv er se . I n s p ir a 
tio n  is  fo o d  th a t fe e d s  th e  h u n g ry  s o u l a n d  g iv e s  n o u r is h 
m en t to  tho  sp ir itu a l life , it  i s  th e  u n b r o k en  lin k  w h ic h  
b in d s  u s to  th e  im m o rta l, a n d  th r o u g h  i t  th e  d e p a r te d  
fr ie n d s  can  m in is te r  to  th e  w an ts o f m en . I  fin d  o th e r  
s p h e r e s  o r  p la n e ts  are b le n d in g  w ith  o u r  o w n ; b e in g s  o f  
a n g e lic  b r ig h tn e s s  v is i t  and  r e v is it  o u r  sp h e r e , an d  sp ea k  
of w o n d r o u s  b e a u ty  su r ro u n d in g  th e m . T h e y  sp e a k  o f  th e  
w o n d erfu l r e v e la t io n s  in th e ir  w o r ld  o f  c h a n g e s , o f  p r o 
g r e s s iv e  d e v e lo p m e n ts , r e c o r d s  o f  p a s t  l i f e  in  th e  lo w er  
sp h er es , s h o w in g  p la in ly  th a t  a ll p la n e ts  are  form ed  b y  
g ra d u a l p r o c e s s  u n til th e y  h a v e  p a s s e d  on  an d  r e so lv e d  
in to  a h ig h e r  a lt itu d e  o f  s p ir itu a l e x is te n c e . F o r m s  o f  life  
are s im ila r  to  th o se  o f o u r  ea r th  ; th ey  are l iv in g  e v id e n c e  
of w h a t  t h i s  ea r th  i s  y e t  to  b e . M an w ill  y e t  s ta n d  r e -  - 
v e a le d  in  so  h a r m o n io u s  a c o n d it io n  w h ile  in  th e  form .
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th a t h e  w ill p e r fe c t ly  r e c o g n iz e  th e  sp ir itu a l c o n d it io n  o f  
a ll th e  e le m e n ts  o f h is  su r ro u n d in g , an d  w ill b e  c o g n iz a n t  
o f th e  m is s io n  o f  a n g e ls , a n d  w ill  b e  in  h a rm on y  w ith  th e  
s p ir itu a l.

E d u c a tio n  is  fa s t  b e c o m in g  g e n e r a l, a n d  h u m a n e  m an  
b e g in s  to  r ea liz e  th a t  h e  h a s  b een  a s tra n g er  to  h im se lf ,  
a n d  s tu d y in g  o u ts id e  o f  th e  tru e e le m e n t  o f  life , h e  f in d s  
th a t  h e  is  n o t  a c q u a in te d  w ith  h im se lf ,  for  h e  i s  n e v e r  at 
h o m e , a n d  w h en  a t h o m e  d o e s  n o t  m a k e h im s e lf  a cq u a in te d  
w ith  th e  e d if ic e  w h ich  h e  in h a b its . I f  it  g e ts  o u t o f rep a ir  
h e  h a s  to  c a ll a  m e c h a n ic  to  p u t  i t  in  o rd er .

L it t le  b y  l i t t le  tru th  c o m e s  in  u p o n  us, u n til lik e  th e  s u n ’s  
ra y s, w e h o p e  so o n  to  s e e  i t  fu lly  i l lu m in a tin g  and g iv in g  to  
a ll fu n c t io n s  a free  a n d  fu ll u se , le a r n  u s  th e  w o n d erfu l 
b e a u ty  an d  u s e  o f a ll o u r  fa c u lt ie s , a n d  b r in g  th e m  u p  to  
th e  r eq u ir em en ts  o r ig in a lly  d e s ig n e d .

“ G iv e , a n d  y e  sh a ll r e c e iv e  m o re  a b u n d a n t ly ,” w a s th e  
te a c h in g  o f  an in s p ir e d  m a n ; a n d  w e h a v e  fo u n d  th e  tru th  
o f th a t rem ark  in  sp ir itu a l fa ith  a s  w ell a s in  p h y s ic a l l i f e .

T ru ly , i t  is b le s se d  to  g iv e  a s w e ll a s  r e c e iv e , fo r  i f  y o u  
d o  g o o d  u n to  o th e r s , y o u  w ill r e c e iv e  tw o -fo ld ;  fir st, in  th e  
h a p p in e s s  d e r iv e d , a n d  a lso  b y  m a k in g  room  fo r  s o m e 
th in g  n ew  to  fill th e  p la c e  o f  th e  o ld , w h ic h  y o u  n o  lo n g e r  
n e e d e d , th e r e b y  g iv in g  to  o th e r s  w h a t w as o n ly  g iv e n  to  
y o u , u u t il  y o u  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d  it . B e  n o t  s e lf ish , a s  it  
c o n tr a c ts  th e  n o b le  im p u ls e s  o f  y o u r  n a tu re . T h e  m ise r  
i s  m o st  m iser a b le , l iv in g  in  c o n sta n t  fea r  o f  e v e ry  o n e ,  
s u s p ic io u s  o f a ll, u n t il h e  w e a v e s  h im se lf  a  n e t  o f  w r e tc h e d 
n e s s  from  w h ich  h e  c a n n o t e x tr ic a te  h im se lf , a n d  d ie s  
a lo n e , p e r is h in g  b e s id e  th e  d em o n  a v a r ice , w ith o u t  fr ie n d 
s h ip  or care .

W h a t  a w e ig h t  d ra g s th a t  s p ir it  d o w n  to  ea r th ; a w e ig h t  
m ig h t ie r  th a n  m o u n ta in s , g a th e r in g  h is  ow n  d a r k n e ss  from  
h is  u n d e v e lo p e d , se lf ish  c o n d it io n .

S e e in g  b u t o n e  th in g , h a v in g  b u t  o n e  d e s ir e , b in d s  th e  
so u l in  c h a in s  and  b o n d a g e  w h ile  on  ea rth , a n d  d r a g s  it  
to  a d a rk en ed  c o n d it io n  in  sp h e r e - life , th e re  to  a w a it  re 
le a s e  b y  a g ra d u a l, sp ir itu a l d e v e lo p m en t.

T h u s  th e  B ib le  il lu s tr a t io n  th a t it  w as “ e a s ie r  fo r  a c a m e l  
(o r  c a b le , a s  i t  w as in te n d e d  to  b e  r ea d ,)  to g o  th r o u g h  th e  
e y e  o f  a n e e d le , th a n  fo r  a r ic h  m an to  e n ter  in to  th e  k in g 
d o m  o f h e a v e n ”— for h e  h a s  ren d ered  h im s e lf  so  in h a r 
m o n io u s  to  tru e  s im p lic ity  and G o d -lik e  tr u s t  in  th e  in f i
n ite  sp ir it , th a t it  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  r id  h im s e lf  o f th e  im 
p o r ta n ce  o f  s e l f  a g ra n d izem en t. H is  G o d  is  h is  m o n e y , 
and th e  in flu e n c e  i t  b r in g s  is  h is  h a p p in e s s . H e  k n o w s  
no o th e r  G o d , a n d  r e c o g n iz e s  n o  p o w er  b u t  th e  p o w er  o f
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w ea lth  a n d  it s  in flu e n c e . T h e y  s ta n d  an  im p e n e tr a b le  w a ll  
b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  th e  sp ir it -w o r ld , fo r  h e  s c o r n s  to  l is t e n  
to  th e  s i le n t  te a c h in g s  o f  m in is te r in g  a n g e ls . B u t  w h en  
s ic k n e s s  c o m e s , or r ic h e s  ta k e  to  th e m se lv e s  w in g s  a n d  fly  
aw ay, th e n  c o m e s  th e  s i le n t  m o n ito r  to  aw a k en  th e  s le e p y  
s e n s e s  o f  th o u g h t  a n d  r e a so n ; re f le c t io n  w ith  i t s  lo n g  tra in  
o f r e g r e ts  c o m e s  to  a ro u se  th e  d o rm a n t fa c u lt ie s  o f  th e  
m in d . F r ie n d s  th a t  b a sk e d  in  th e  s u n s h in e  o f h is  p r o s 
p er ity , are c o ld  a n d  d is ta n t , a d d in g  in s u lt  b y  th e ir  p ity  
an d  n e g le c t . L it t le  b y  l i t t le  is  th e  so u l a ro u sed  to  a  fu ll  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  p a s t  n e g le c t  o f  th e  n e e d  o f  l i f e ’s  b le s s in g s ,  
u n til i t  sh r in k s  from  it s  fo rm er  su r r o u n d in g s , lo o k in g  io r  
th e  f ir s t  t im e  to  a  h ig h e r  so u r c e  o f  l ig h t  and  tru th , and  
r e a c h e s  o u t i t s  a sp ir a t io n s  to  a h ig h e r  and h o lie r  p r in c ip le .

H o w  l i t t le  h a s  l i f e  b e e n  u n d e rsto o d ; it s  p r in c ip le s , i t s  
b e a r in g s  a n d  su r ro u n d in g s  u p o n  o th e r  e le m e n ts  and  a s s o 
c ia t io n s  o f life . W e  are  c o n s ta n t ly  r e p e ll in g  o r  a ttra c tin g  
o th e r  e le m e n ts ;  w e  are  n o t  in d e p e n d e n t  b e in g s , b u t  are  
c o n sta n tly  d e p e n d e n t  o n e  u p o n  a n o th er , a s c h ild r e n  o f o n e  
g r e a t  fa m ily , a n d  c a n n o t  d o  a  w ro n g  to  o u r se lv e s  w ith o u t  
in ju ry  to  o th er s  su r ro u n d in g  u s . I n  m a rr in g  G o d ’s  b e a u t i
fu l s tr u c tu r e  y o u  ren d er  in h a rm o n y  to  o th er s , a n d  b reak  
th e  b e a u tifu l l in k s  w h ic h  se r v e  a s  la d d er s  to  r ea ch  th e  
u p p e r  r ea lm s.

H o w  m u ch  g o o d  a h a p p y , b r ig h t  c o u n te n a n c e  g iv e s  to  
th o se  w h o  lo o k  u p o n  it . I t  is  l ik e  su n sh in e  b e a m in g  
th r o u g h  a  c lo u d . I t  d r iv e s  d a r k n e ss  a n d  g lo o m  fro m  its  
p r e se n c e , a n d  g iv e s  g la d n e s s  an d  jo y  to  h e a r ts  f ille d  w ith  
s a d n e s s . I t  i s  l ik e  a  l ig h t  s e t  u p on  a  h i l l  to  g u id e  th e  
w a n d e re r . W e  are fe e d in g  th e  w o r ld  w ith  cru m b s, w h ile  
th e  fo o d  fo r  th e  so u l l ie s  b u r ied  b e n e a th  th e  r u b b is h  o f  
fo r m s a n d  p r id e , w ith h o ld in g  th e  tru e  w ea lth  th a t  w a s  g iv e n  
b y  G o d  to  b e s to w  u p o n  h u m a n ity  w ith o u t  m o n e y  or p r ic e .

H o w  o fte n  d o e s  th e  so u l la n g u ish  fo r  sy m p a th y  a n d  
fr ie n d s h ip  w h ile  su r ro u n d e d  w ith  a ll  th a t  w ea lth  can  b u y ,,  
a n d  s ta r v e  w ith  a b u n d a n ce  b e c a u se  n o t  u n d e rs to o d , b e c a u se  
e d u c a tio n  h a s  m a d e  c o n v e n tio n a l r u le s  th a t  m u st  b e  o b e y e d .

I t  h a s  v is it e d  b o d ie s  n o t  s o u ls , a n d  th e y  m u st rem a in  im 
p r iso n e d  lik e  c a g ed  b ir d s , or b rea k  th r o u g h  a n d  b e  d o o m ed  
to  e te r n a l sco rn  an d  n e g le c t  b y  th e  b ig o te d  w o r ld , fo r  d a r in g  
to  b e  fr e e . W h y  n o t  im p r iso n  th e  s u n lig h t , or th e  w in d s ,  
o r  th e  b o u n d in g  o ce a n , a s  to  cra m p  th e  s o u l  in  i t s  in sp ir a 
t io n a l y e a r n in g s  a fter  fr e e d o m . B a r e n ts  w h o  c o m p e l th e ir  
d a u g h te r s  to  u n ite  w ith  o n e  w h o  i s  m e n ta lly , p h y s ic a lly  or  
in s p ir a t io n a lly  d e fic ien t , b e c a u se  h e  h a s  m o n e y  or in flu en ce , 
c o m m it a  s in  w h ich  can n e v er  b e  a to n e d . T h e y  h a v e  p la ced  
h er  in  b o n d a g e , from  w h ic h  th e r e  i s  n o  e sc a p e , e x c e p t
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th r o u g h  in fa m y  or d ea th . T h e  w or ld  h a s  s tr iv e n  to  b e c o m e  
u n n a tu ra l, to  w ork  a g a in s t  h er  la w s, a n d  th u s  d e s tr o y  th e  
h a rm o n y  o f h er  b ea u tifu l su r ro u n d in g s .

L ig h t  g iv e s  to  o u r  s e n s e s  a b e a u t ifu l w o r ld , f il le d  w ith  
a il th a t  is  n e c e s sa r y  fo r  th e  w a n ts  o f  m an , an d  w e g ra sp  a t  
su c h  th in g s  a s w ill s a t is fy  th e  d e m a n d s  o f n a tu re; b u t, 
sp ir itu a lly , w e d o  n o t s e e  th e  w o r k in g  or p r o p e llin g  p o w er  
o f  th e s e  c r e a t io n s . Y e t  s i le n t ly  are th e s e  l i t t le ,  s p ir itu a l  
m e sse n g e r s  d o in g  th e ir  w ork , p r o d u c in g  w h a t w e s e e  an d  
k n o w . I n  th e  m a ter ia l l i f e  w e o n ly  lo o k  a t th e  re su lt , n o t  
th e  c a u se  and  e ffec t w h ic h  p r o d u c e s  th em .

T h e  w o r ld  h a s  a c c e p te d  w ith o u t  g iv in g  th o u g h t  how  
th e se  w ere  p la c e d  h ere . T h e y  h a v e  b lin d ly  l is t e n e d  to  
a n c ie n t  r e c o r d s  o f i t s  fo r m a tio n s , a n d  r e s te d  sa tis f ied  to  b e  
an d  d ie , r u n n in g  th e  r isk  o f a h e ll  or h e a v e n — h a ve rem a in ed  
in  s tu p id  ig n o ra n c e  o f la w s g o v e r n in g  th e m se lv e s , and  
tr u s te d  th e ir  s o u l’s  sa lv a tio n  to  a few  p a m p ered  p r ie s ts ,  
w h o  h a d  le a r n e d  ju s t  e n o u g h  to  m a k e them  se lf ish  a n d  
c u n n in g , te a c h in g  th em  to  w ith h o ld  l ig h t  a n d  tru th  fro m  
th e  p e o p le ;  th u s  h o ld in g  th em  in  su p e r s t it io n  n n d  ig n o 
ra n ce , k n o w in g  th a t th is  w o u ld  h o ld  them  in  th e ir  p o w er .

I  sa y  to  th e  w o r ld  to -d a y , le t  th e  l ig h t  sh in e  th a t  a ll  m a y  
se e . S o w  b r o a d c a st  th e  tru th  o f  G o d ’s  u n iv e r sa l lo v e  a n d  
b r o th e r h o o d , n o t  s e le c t  an  o ld e s t  b r o th e r  to  in h e r it  a ll  b y  
e n ta ilm e n t , b u t  le t  a ll b e  g iv e n  an  e q u a l o p p o r tu n ity  to  
r e c e iv e , a n d  learn , a n d  a ct fr e e ly  a n d  so c ia lly , y e t  in d e 
p e n d e n tly , lik e  r e a so n a b le  b e in g s . > A  few  a d v a n ced  m in d s  
h a v e  w ork ed  n o b ly  th ro u g h  th e se  g e n e r a t io n s , an d  to  su c h  
th e  w or ld  o w e s  m u ch . T h e y  h a v e  r em a in ed  s te a d fa s t , as  
th e  n e e d le  to  th e  p o le , to  su ch  th in g s  a s  th e y  c o n c e iv e d  to  
b e  tru th s , a n d  th u s  o p e n e d  th e  w ay  fo r  o th e r s  to  w a lk .

T h e y  h a v e  d r iv en  b ack  th e  b ig o tr y  a n d  o p p r e ss io n  o f  
th e  p a s t  a n d  p r e se n t , a n d  are n o w  b e g in n in g  to  a r o u se  
th o u sa n d s , ah ! m ill io n s  o f  m in d s , w h e re  o n ly  a h a n d fu ll  
d a red  e x p r e ss  or th in k  free ly .

W e  s e e  g re a t  e ffo rts  b e in g  m a d e  to  o v e r th r o w  th is  e n 
lig h te n e d  m o v em en t fo r  l ib e r ty  o f  sp e e c h  o r  a c tio n , a n d  
th e  c o n se q u e n t  r e su lt  w ill b e  a r e v o lu t io n — a w ar o f  s e c t s  
a n d  c r e e d s  a g a in s t  l ig h t  an d  rea so n , o f ty ra n n y  a n d  o p 
p r e ss io n  a g a in s t  l ib e r ty  and  fre e d o m .

T h e  tim e  is  n o t  far d is ta n t, w h en  th e r e  w ill b e  a  g e n e r a l  
u p r is in g  o f  th e  p o w er s  o f c h u r c h  a g a in s t  fr e e  s p e e c h  a n d  
sp ir itu a l l ig h t  a n d  freed o m . T h e y  are s e c r e t ly  u n it in g  to  
o v erth ro w  G o d ’s  h o ly  tem p le  a n d  sa cr ifice  H is  c h ild r e n  to  
th e ir  g o d  o f a m b it io n , ig n o ra n c e  a n d  lu s t . B u t  th e y  c o u n t  
w ith o u t th e ir  h o st, fo r  th e  tru e a n d  u n iv e r sa l G o d  h a s  
o p e n e d  a ch a n n e l w h ich  b ig o try  h a d  h e d g e d  u p  b y  a s-
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su m in g  to  ta k e  G o d ’s  p la c e , a n d  s e l l in g  l ib e r t ie s  to  th o se  
w h o se  fre e d o m  w as e q u a l to  th e ir  o w n ; a c t in g  a s  a g e n ts  o f  
G o d  to  b u y  a n d  s e l l  s o u ls , th e r e b y  e n s la v in g  b o d ie s  a n d  
so u ls  to  th e ir  lu s t , d e c e it  a n d  b ru e lty .

S E C T I O N  F I V E .
I t  i s  t im e  th e  w o r ld  w a s a ro u sed  to  a s e n s e  o f i t s  w ro n g s  

and  d a r k n e ss ;  th a t  s p ir its  from  a  h ig h e r  sp h e r e  o p e n e d  a 
c h a n n e l, w h e re b y  m en  m ig h t  b e  a w a k en ed  to  th e  tru th  o f  
r ea so n  an d  k n o w le d g e  from  a  h ig h e r  s ta n d p o in t , w h en  
b ig o tr y  a n d  o p p r e ss io n  w ill  lo o s e  i t s  p o w er , a n d  lo v e  a n d  
c h a r ity  lo o k  u p o n  u s  a ll  a s  c h ild r e n  o f  o n e  fa th er .

T h e  d o o r  h a s  b e e n  o p e n e d  w id e , a n d  c h ild re n  o f  s p ir it -  
life  ca n  v is i t  a n d  r e v is it  th e  lo v e d  o n e s  o f  ea rth , a n d  rea ch  
o u t to  th em  th e  h e lp in g  h a n d  o f  lo v e  and  a ffec tio n . B a r s  
can  n o  lo n g e r  d e b a r  th e  s w e e t  c o m m u n io n  o f s o u ls ;  n o  
d u n g e o n s  or ro ck s can  s ta y  th em ; p r iso n  b a rs  c a n n o t b in d  
th e m , fo r  G o d  l iv e th  to -d a y  in  a ll h is  g lo r y , a n d  w ill  le a d  
th e m  o u t to  th e  a s to n ish m e n t  o f  th o se  w h o  a ssu m e  to  
o p p r e ss  or o p p o se  h is  in sp ir a t io n a l te a c h in g s . T h e y  
p r e a c h  from  a w ork  o f  th e ir  o w n  in v e n tio n , a n d  c a ll  i t  
G o d ’s  h o ly  b o o k ;  a n d  y e t  n e ith e r  fo llo w  i t s  te a c h in g s  or  
th e  o n e  th e y  c a ll S a v io r  G o d , b u t  b l in d ly  d e s tr o y  i t s  
m o s t  a n g e lic  b e a u ty , a n d  h o w l i t s  terro rs  in to  th e  ea rs  o f  
th o s e  w h o  are n o t a llow ed  to  rea d  i t  u n d e r s ta n d in g ly , k n o w 
in g  i t  w o u ld  e x p o se  th e ir  b a s e n e s s — “  G o d  fo r g iv e  th em , 
for  th e y  k n o w  n o t w h a t th e y  d o ” as th e  N a za ren e  sa id  
u p o n  th e  c r o ss . T r ia ls  a n d  te m p ta t io n s  b r in g  o u t  th e  
tru e  e le m e n ts  o f  l i f e .  H a d  a ll e n a b lin g  th o u g h ts  b e e n  
b u rn ed  w ith o u t u ttera n ce , w h ere  w o u ld  b e  th e  p r o g r e ss  o f  
art a n d  s c ie n c e . S c ie n t if ic  m in d s  b e in g  fr e e  and in d e p e n 
d e n t, h a v e  b r o u g h t  th e  w o r ld  to  i t s  p r e se n t  s ta n d p o in t;  
h a v e  r e v o lu t io n iz e d  th e  w orld  in  sc ie n t if ic  r ese a r ch  a n d  
m e c h a n ism ; th e  e le v a t io n  o f  m in d  e q u a liz in g  th e  so c ia l,  
m o ra l a n d  sp ir itu a l o f  m en  a n d  w o m en — e q u a l o n  th e  sa m e  
p la n e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t— g iv in g  to  ea ch  a ll th a t th e y  are  
c a p a b le  o f r e c e iv in g  in  in te lle c tu a l or m oral ca p a c ity .

T h e s e  c o n d it io n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  u n d e r s to o d  and r e c o g 
n ize d , th a t  w o m a n  sh o u ld  s ta n d  e q u a l w ith  m a n ; h e  m a y  
h a ve  m o re  o f  th e  g r o s s n e s s  o f  p h y s ic a l n a tu re , b u t s h e  
c e r ta in ly  h a s  m o re  o f th e  s p ir itu a l o r  re fin ed , to  o v erco m e  
h is p h y s ic a l w ith ; th e y  are  n e c e ssa r y  to  e a c h  o th e r — sh e  
n e e d in g  h is  s tro n g er  p o s it iv e  fo r c e s  to  s tr e n g th e n  h er , a n d  
h e m o re  o f h er  sp ir itu a l n a tu re  to  e le v a te  h im  to  a h ig h e r  
and m o re  refin ed  c o n d it io n . I  w o u ld  th a t a ll c o u ld  c o m e  
to a k n o w le d g e  o f th e  g r e a t  tru th  o f  l i f e  a s a  p r in c ip le , a n d  
G od  a s  th e  a ll-p e r v a d in g  s p ir it  or in te ll ig e n c e , p e r m e a tin g
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a ll m a tter  d e v e lo p in g  th e  m a ter ia l in to  b e a u tifu l fo r m s  o f  
g ro w th , sh o w in g  th e  w o n d erfu l in  h is  w o rk s b y  v a r ie ty  o f  
form  a n d  c o lo r , o f  ta s te  a n d  e x p r e ss io n .

A ll  r e c o g n iz e  a d iv in e  h a n d  or in te ll ig e n c e  g u id in g  th e m .  
“  W o n d e r fu l are  T h y  w o rk s, o h ! G o d ,” w h o  g iv e th  su c h  
a b u n d a n c e  fo r  a ll, fr e e ly  a n d  w ith o u t  c o s t;  an d  y e t  h is  c h i ld 
ren  are su ffer in g  fo r  n o u r ish m e n t, b o th  p h y s ic a lly  an d  
sp ir itu a lly , b e c a u se  m a n ’s  p o w er  (n o t  G o d ’s) h a s  m o n o p o 
liz e d  th e  ea r th , a n d  g ra sp ed  to  th e m se lv e s  th a t  w h ic h  
b e lo n g s  to  a ll. W h o  g a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  b u y  a n d  se ll  th a t  
w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  G o d ?  T h e  sa m e  th a t p r e te n d  to  h o ld  
th e  k e y s  to  h e a v e n . T h e y  a ssu m e  th e  p o w er  to  e n s la v e  
b o d y  an d  so u l, w h e r e b y  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  lo w e r  p h y s ic a l  
c o n d it io n  m a y  m a n ife s t  th e m se lv e s  b y  a n ta g o n is t ic  fo r c e —  
th e  s tr o n g e r  o p p r e ss in g  th e  w eak .

W h e n  l ib e r a l e d u c a tio n  a u d  h o n e s t  in v e s t ig a t io n  can  
ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f sec ta r ia n  c r e e d s  an d  b ig o te d  o p p r e s s io n ,  
th e n  w ill m en  b e g in  to  aw ak en  to  a n ew  l ife , a n d  n ew  r e a li
za tio n  o f G o d  and h is  k in g d o m ; h is  u n iv er sa l g if t s  to  m en  
a s  an  in te ll ig e n t  a n d  s p ir itu a l b e in g , w h o  is  to  a ct a  p a r t  
in  th e  g re a t  d ra m a  o f  l ife ;  n o t  a  b e in g  to  b e  su p p r e sse d  
b y  m an , b u t  an eq u a l a s  far a s h e  is  c a p a b le  o f b e in g  
e d u c a te d  or a d v a n ced .

T h er e fo re  m an sh o u ld  b e  e d u c a te d  in  th e  e le v a t io n  o f  
a ll  h is  n a tu ra l, m o ra l a n d  sp ir itu a l g if t s . T h ere  i s  no  
d a rk n ess  in  G o d ’s  g re a t u n iv e r se ;  n o  h id d en  la b o ra to r y  
w h ere  h e  m a n u fa c tu res  or c re a te s  w o r ld s  o r  b e in g s , b u t  
a  b e a u t ifu l a n d  g en er a l r e v e la t io n  o f  a ll h is  w o rk s ev er  
b e fo r e  th e  e y e s  o f  a ll, w h ere  th e y  m ay s tu d y  th r o u g h  h is  
w ork s, u p  to  th e  d iv in e  p r in c ip le — G od . G od  w ork s n o t  
in  s e c r e t;  h a s  n o  s e c r e t  m a c h in a tio n s  to  sh o w  to  a  few , 
w h ile  th e  m u lt itu d e  are  in  ig n o ra n c e  o f h is  b e a u t ifu l la w  
sh o w in g  to  m an  th a t a ll are r e c ip ie n ts  o f  h is  lo v e  an d  
m ercy .

W h e n  m an  b e c o m e s  m ore sp ir itu a l, m o re  re fin ed  b y  a 
tru e  r ev e la tio n , th e n  w ill h e  u n d ersta n d  th e  m e a n in g  o f  
G o d  a n d  h is  u n iv er sa l la w s, fin d in g  th a t h a p p in e s s  d o e s  
n o t  w h o lly  d e p e n d  u p o n  h is  p r o sp er ity  h ere  in  m a ter ia l  
m a tter s , b u t th a t  c o n d it io n s  o f m in d  are th e  m o st  b e a u t i
fu l w h en  w e h a v e  b een  e n a b le d  to  d o  th e  m o st  g o o d  to  ou r  
b r o th e r  m an . T o  b e  sp ir itu a l a n d  g o d - lik e , m an i s  n o t  
r eq u ir ed  to  b e c o m e  u n n a tu ra l, b u t  to  be n a tu ra l in  a ll  h is  
g if t s  w ro u g h t in to  refin em en t. M an y  s u p p o s e , to  b e  
n a tu ra l, m an  m u st b e  u n co u th  an d  r o u g h  w ith  n o  r e fin e 
m en t. I t  is  n o t  so ;  to  b e  n a tu ra l is  to  d e v e lo p  th o s e  p o w 
ers  th a t h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  u p  to  a  c o n d it io n  o f u s e fu ln e s s  
and b e a u ty — fo r  e v e ry -o n e  h a s so m e th in g  b e a u tifu l and
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d iv in e  in  h is  b e in g . T o  draw  it  fo r th , i t  m u st  b e  w ro u g h t  
u p o n  w ith  a  g e n tle  h a n d  o f e n c o u ra g e m e n t, g iv in g  th em  
co n fid e n c e  in  th e m s e lv e s  o f so m e  w o rth . T h e  m a n n er  o f  
e d u c a tio n  h a s  b e e n  a d is to r tin g  o f  th e  b e a u t ifu l g if t s  o f  
n a tu re , and c r u e lly  s u b s t itu t in g  u n n a tu ra l a n d  a r tif ic ia l 
for th e  rea l. H a s  n o t  n a tu re  in  h e r  g re a t  la b o ra to r y  p r o 
d u c e d  th e  m o st  b e a u tifu l an d  w o n d erfu l p r o d u c tio n s  in  
e v e ry  p h a se . M an  m ay  a s s is t ,  b u t  n e v e r  o u t-d o  n a tu r e ;  
h e  can  n ev er  d e v ia te  w ith o u t  m a rr in g  h e r  h a r m o n io u s  c o n 
d it io n s . T h e  tru e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  w o r ld  h a s  b een  re ta rd 
ed  fo r  th e  w an t o f a m ore sp ir itu a l c o n d it io n ;  m an h a s  
a ttem p ted  to  sta n d  a lo n e , m a k in g  h im s e lf  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  
G od , o n ly  r e c o g n iz in g  h im  a s  a b e in g  to  sa v e  h im  from  
so m e  u n k n o w n  su ffer in g  b e y o n d  th e  to m b . H e  lia s  n o t  
r e c o g n iz e d  h im  in  a ll h is  w ork s or in  h is  l i f e  a s  a  p a r t o f  
h is  c r e a tio n , a n d  c o n se q u e n t ly  h a s  liv e d  w ith o u t  G o d  w h ile  
in  h e a lth  an d  p r o sp e r ity ;  th e re fo r e  h a s  o n ly  l iv e d  a  h a lf  
o f life , ( th a t  b e in g  th e  p h y s ic a l)  th e  sp ir itu a l h a v in g  s lu m 
b e r e d  fo r  w a n t o f  r e c o g n it io n .

W h e n  th e  m in d  o f  m an b e c o m e s  d a rk en ed  from  d o u b t, i t  
w ea v e s  a w eb  o f  w r e tc h e d n e ss , th a t  o b sc u r e s  th e  b e a u tifu l  
l ig h t  o f  G o d ’s  fa c e , g iv in g  a  f e e l in g  o f lo n e lin e s s  an d  d e s o 
la t io n . W h e n  w e  can  s e e  an A ll-w is e  p r o v id e n c e  le a d in g  
u s o n , ca n  fe e l  th e  to u ch  o f  a n g e l fin g ers , w e  s h a ll lo o k  u p  
a g a in  in  co n fid e n c e  l ik e  c h ild r e n  fe e l in g  sa fe  from  harm , 
a s w h e n  h e ld  b y  a lo v in g  m o th er , an d  fe e l  th a t  w e  are  
b e in g  le d  b y  in v is ib le s  to  th e  h o m e  o f  im m o rta ls . O f o u r 
se lv e s , w e  are n o th in g ;  b u t  b le n d in g  th e  d iv iu e  p o w er  o f  
lo v e  a n d  h arm on y, w e c o m e  en rapport w ith  th e  G o d  p r in 
c ip le  o f  a ll  l if e . I t  is  th en  th a t  w e are le d  to  d o  th o se  
th in g s  w h ich  se e m  so  m y ster io u s  to  o u r se lv e s . W e tru st  
to o  m u ch  to  o u r  f in ite  c o n d it io n , a n d  g ro w  o u tw a rd ly , 
g r o p in g  a fter  p h y s ic a l l ife ;  th e  in te n t io n  or in sp ir a t io n a l  
h a s n o t  b e e n  u n d ersto o d , and c o n se q u e n t ly  n o t  c u lt iv a te d .  
S in c e  th e  a d v e n t o f  sp ir itu a lism , m en  b e g in  to  r ea liz e  an  
in n e r  b e in g ;  o n e  w h o  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u n d e r s to o d , b u t  o n e  
th a t  d e s e r v e s  o u r  g r e a te s t  a tte n t io n , fo r  u p o n  th a t  o u r  
h a p p in e s s  a n d  p r o g r e ss io n  d e p e n d s;  u p o n  i t  th e  c u lt iv a 
t io n  o f  sp ir itu a l g if t s ,  w h ic h  w h en  r e c e iv e d , are g iv e n  to  
th e  w o r ld  a s  r e c o g n iz e d  fa c ts  o f  a u n iv e r sa l, s p ir itu a l  
in te ll ig e n c e . S p ir itu a l s c ie n c e  th en  o p e n s  th e  d o o r s  o f  
th o u g h t  to  in v e s t ig a t io n , u n lim ite d  a n d  fre e . N o  b in d in g  
cro ed s  to  w a ll u p  th e  s o u l’s  b e s t  and  tr u e s t  e m o tio n s , b u t  
a free , fu l l  a n d  tr u s t in g  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e  fu tu re  o f  G o d ’s  
lo ve  a n d  g o o d n e ss .

T h e  w o r ld  to  d a y  s ta n d s  o u t  to  th e  e n lig h tm e n t  o f  fr e e  
th o u g h t, e v e r y  in d iv id u a l— th o u g h  cra m p ed  b y  c r e e d s— b y
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th e  ou tw ard  form , is  l iv in g  in  a  w orld  o f th o u g h t w ith in  
h im se lf , w h ich  w ill e v e n tu a lly  g iv e  b ir th  to  a g rea ter  fu lln e s s  
o f tru th  a n d  b ea u ty .

S o o n  w ill th e  m in d  o f m an ex p a n d  to  an in d e p e n d e n t  in 
d iv id u a lity — life  is  b e g in n in g  to  w ea r  b e a u te o u s  ra y s  of 
l ig h t ,  a n d  h u e s  o f  co lo r , w h ic h  w ill b le n d , and  m in g le  in  
th e ir  d iv in e  m is s io n  o f h a rm o n y  w ith  G o d ’s  e te r n a l law .

I  am  n o t a tea c h e r , b u t a p r a c tic a l w ork er; an d  am  m e r e ly  
g iv in g  m y  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th in g s  a s  I  see  th em . M u ch  h a s  
to  b e  o v erco m e, to  b r in g  a ll  m in d s  to  b ea r  on  th e se  tru th s  
a lik e . 1 h a v e  h a d  m u ch  th o u g h t  u p o n  th is  g re a t su b je c t  
s in c e  I  le f t  th e  form , and  fe e l in  d u ty  b o u n d  to  e x p r e ss  m y 
s e l f  to  th e  w o r ld  in  a s  p la in  a g a rb  a s  p o s s ib le .  W e  are  
all w ork ers to g e th er , a ll are se r v in g  o u t a m iss io n  on  ea r th , 
to  b e  ren ew ed  in  a  sp h er e  or lo c a lity  su ite d  to  th e ir  c o n d i
t io n ,a n d w il l  r is e  u lt im a te ly ,to  u n ite  at th e  o p e n in g  o f  a n e w  
an d  b e a u tifu l r eg io n , from  w h ich  tr a n s la t io n s  are n o  m o re  
m a d e; b y  w h ich  th e y  r e v is it  th e ir  e a r th ly  a b o d e s  in  form , 
b u t an  e lec tr ic  ch a in  o f  l ig h t  ir ra d ia tes  th o se  w hom  th e y  
w ish  to  c o n tr o l. In flu en ce s  from  D e ity  are on  th e  sa m e  
p r in c ip le , an d  all l if e  i s  g iv e n  th r o u g h  th is  ra d iu s .

L a n g u a g e  o f th e s e  s p h e r e s  are e m in a tio n s  o f e le c tr ic a l  
l ig h t , w h ich  sp a rk le  an d  illu m in a te  th e  sp ir its , m a k in g  
th em  lo o k  lik e  se r a p h s  o r  G o d s  o f  lig h t .

I  am  s e e k in g  to  d isc o v e r  th e  m a n n er  o f  c o n tr o llin g  m o r
ta ls , fo r  to  m e it  is  a s m u ch  o f a p ro b le m  a s  to  th o se  o f 
e a r th — so o n  it  w ill b e  m a d e k n o w n , a n d  th en  w e w ill  im 
p a rt th a t  k n o w le d g e  to  y o u , in  it s  tru e  a n d  b e a u tifu l s e n s e .

T h is  p o w er  o f c o n tr o l g ro w s a s n a tu ra lly  to  c o n d it io n s , a s  
a p la n t or b e in g s  g ro w  from  b ir th  to  m a tu r ity ; or in te l le c t  
g ro w s to  u n d ersta n d  th e  n a tu ra l life .

T h e  k n o w le d g e  and  fa c t  o f c o n tr o llin g  a m o rta l b y  a  
sp ir it , i s  u n d er  sc ie n tif ic  law , an d  w h en  fu lly  u n d ersto o d , 
w ill b e c o m e  a s n a tu ra l a s to  in h a b it  y o u r  e a r th .

T h e  tim e  w ill  co m e  w h en  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f earth  w ill fe e l  
d raw n  to w a rd s  th e  sp ir it-w o r ld , w h ile  y e t  in  th e  form , as  
th e y  are n o w  a ttra c ted  to  d ifferen t p o r tio n s  o f th e  g lo b e ,  
a n d  w ill  a s  r e a d ily  u n d ersta n d , w h a t fr ien d  i s  n ear, an d  
th e  fr ie n d ly  r e c o g n it io n  w ill  b e  a s r ec ip ro ca l.

O h ! h o w  b e a u tifu l, h o w  d iv in e . C o u ld  I  h a v e  k n ow n  
th e se  th in g s  w h ile  g u id in g  m y  a rm y  th ro u g h  th o se  p e r ilo u s  
s to rm s d u r in g  th a t dark  s tr u g g le , h o w  it  w o u ld  h a v e  g la d 
d en ed  th e  h e a r ts  o f m a n y  a p o o r  co m ra d e  w h o  b ra v e ly  
fo u g h t  for freed o m  o f b o d y  w h ile  h e  fe lt  th e  so u l y e t  fa in t in g  
in  b o n d a g e ; b u t  in sp ir a t io n  for th e  c a u se  le d  th em  on  to  
v ic to ry , an d  th o se  w h o  fe ll  b e fo re  its  c lo s e  fo u n d  a ran som  
on th is  o th er  sh o re . B u t w h en  th e y  a ttem p ted  to  g e t  b a ck
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to  h a il th e ir  com rades w ith  joy, they  found  a b a rrie r  of 
s u p e rs tit io n  h o ld in g  them  in  d a rk n ess  w hich no  pow er of 
th e ir ’s cou ld  overcom e, as th e  day  h ad  n o t daw ned upon  
th e ir  sp ir itu a l u n d e rs tan d in g , an d  a ll m inds w ere h e ld  b y  
the  fe a r  of be ing  draw n to  an in v estig a tio n  as to  the  re su lts  
of e te rn a l d estru c tio n .

E n o u g h  has been  sa id  to  cause th is  g re a t t ru th  of life 
to  b e  ad m itted  by  those  who have received  d em o n stra tio n s  
of such  a  ch arac te r as to  prove beyond  a d o u b t th a t sp ir itu a l 
m a tte r  does co n tro l m ortals , and  th a t  in te lligence  does ex ist 
re p re se n tin g  d ifferen t conditions, an d  b len d in g  w ith  m an’s 
th o u g h ts , and  co n tro lling  him  w hile y e t in  the  form , is  a lso  
m an ifest b y  th o u san d s of instances, da ily  grow ing  m ore an d  
m ore c lea r and num erous every  hou r. W hy  shou ld  a  sp ir it  
w ish to  deceive ? W hat benefit could  th ey  derive from  such  
a  cou rse?

I f  we canno t t ru s t  G od to  g u ide  u s  in  th is  w hen we 
earnestly  ask  for tru th , w hat can we re ly  upon  in any c reed ; 
for a re  they  n o t all as liab le  to  be  deceived  by the  reco rds 
of th e  past?  If  G od show s n o t h im self to-day  th ro u g h  h is  
angels o r  sp ir its  as of old, can we believe th a t  he  ever d id ; 
m ust we n o t reason  th a t design ing  m an gave the  h is to ry  
called  th e  B ib le  to  m an for th e  p u rp o se  of ho ld ing  pow er 
over those  they  w ished to  rule?

I f  G od  d id  com e th en  in  th e  angel o r s p ir it  form , and  
ta lk  an d  w alk w ith m en, can  he n o t now , an d  w ould n o t 
H is  revelation  be g re a te r  to  m an a t  th is  day, th an  those  
ru s ty  reco rd s, even if they  con tained  no th in g  b u t th e  tru th ?  
I f  th e  tru th  is  there , i t  certa in ly  lives to -day  as well as in  
an c ien t tim es. T h e re  has been  no sep a ra tio n  of H eaven 
from  e a r th  since B ib le  reco rd , and  we have n o t h eard  b u t 
th a t  th e  good go s tra ig h t to  heaven to -day  as  they  d id  of 
old, an d  in  the  sam e m anner th ro u g h  th e  d isso lu tion  of 
the  flesh. M en a re  b o rn  in to  th e  m ate ria l life  an d  p ass  
in to  the  sp ir itu a l th e  sam e as in  th e  B ib le  tim es. T hen , 
why sh o u ld  G od w ithho ld  H is  sp ir itu a l com m unications 
th ro u g h  sp ir its  o r angels un to  m en in  these  days, an d  d e 
cline to  g ive the  sam e g ifts  th a t w ere p rom ised  to  u s  in 
B ib le  tim es. W hy give to  one generation  th e  key to  the  
k ingdom  of heaven, th a t men in  all succeed ing  generations 
m ust b e  su b jec t un to  them  fo r th e ir  know ledge of G od an d  4 
the fu tu re  life. I  know th a t heaven  as i t  is  called , o r 
sp ir itu a l life, has g re a te r  d iv ine know ledge to im p art th an  
has ever b een  received, an d  if m en would read  th e  B ib le  
unders tan d in g ly , like  any o th e r book, receiv ing  th e  con
sistencies, and  lay ing  asid e  th e  ab su rd itie s , th ey  w ould 
reach  th e  b eau tifu l tru th s  illu s tra ted  th e re in , aud  repe l th e
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exaggerated  accounts given as th ey  do any th ing  else w ritten  
th a t does no t b lend  w ith  tru th  and  reason

I f  men w ould have m ore ch arity  for th e ir  b ro th er-m an , 
they  would n o t have so m any select passages la id  by  for 
th e ir  b ro th e rs . S eeing  the  m ote in h is  b ro th e r’s eye, he 
has a place fixed for him  and  a sc rip tu re  tex t ad ap ted  to 
h is  case. L ooking  fo r m otes we are a p t to fo rget the beam s 
th a t ho ld  us down.

E levation  of one’s self from  self is the  su re s t re lig ion  to 
do rig h t. Let every m an m ake i t  a business to learn  h im 
self, and  he w ill learn  to know G od, for G od lives w ith in  
every one. B y seeking  the  true , the  good, the b eau tifu l 
in our b ro th e r man, we draw  o u t the  sam e in  our own soul 
o r in te rio r conscience.

W hen  m en seek to  destroy  all the  nobleness in  m an 's 
na tu re , and  com pel him  to believe th a t he was bo rn  in  sin, 
conceived in in iqu ity , you have de th ro n ed  h is  G o d -p rin 
ciple, and p laced  him  a convict upon  the  p lane of condem 
nation . to  w alk the  ea rth  a crim inal before h is  G od and 
m en; causing him  to feel th a t he is doom ed and can do no 
w orse than  find a hell a t la st if he does h is  u tm ost here  to 
enjoy h im self a t  the  expense of the  world. F ee lin g  the  
conflict of in justice, d o u b t and  despair, he knows he m ust 
go th ro u g h  a try ing  ordeal to h is p ride , and  p e rh ap s no t 
succeed in h is  ob ject of heaven . T housands, yea, m illions 
of nob le  souls have becom e despera te  and  com m itted  sins 
from  w hich th e ir  own p u re  souls revolted , and would never 
have been led to  do had  th ey  been  encouraged and  up lifted  
by  education , teach ing  th a t they  w ere ch ild ren  of the  au th o r 
of all existence, with th e  sam e d iv ine a ttr ib u te s  to  cu ltivate  
and  en large; and in  so doing, w ould be unfo ld ing  in th is  
w orld a  beau tifu l book of life, th a t  would lead  them  th rough  
a lab ary n th  of all p ro g ressio n ; th a t  the  g rea t lum inary  o f 
life was e rad ia ting  th rough  them  as th rough  all m en; th a t 
no one held  th e  key of life, b u t th a t each and  all were ca
pab le  of unlocking  its treasu res  as fast as they were capable  
of com prehending . E n larg e  the  fields of know ledge 
giving all an o p p o rtu n ity  of general inform ation . W ith
hold  from  none the  book of life, the  opening  sceance of 
in te rio r lig h t o r life w hich em anates from ourselves and 
su rro u n d s  us, b lend ing  w ith all the a ttr ib u te s  of n a tu re  
and  of G od, the  p rincip le  of all life perm eatin g  all th ings. 
T he beatifu l w orkm anship  of H is  d ivine hand  is upon all 
th ings b o th  m ateria l and  sp ir itu a l; the  m ore we recognize 
it, the m ore we shall becom e reconciled  to G od and  his 
beau tifu l c reations. E very th in g  becom es a living w itness 
in the  g rea t arcana of n a tu re ; every th ing  is a link  b in d in g
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the v is ib le  to the  inv isib le . No one th in g  is iso la ted  in  the  
g rea t a rc h ite c tu ra l s tru c tu re s  of w orlds and  sp h eres— all 
th in g s  form  a p a r t  of th e  w onderful to  m an in  G o d ’s g re a t 
un iverse. G ra in s  of sand  u n ite  to  form  m ounta ins, d ro p s  
of w a ter to  form  riv e rs , lakes an d  oceans; so w orlds are  
form ed little  by  little . W orlds grow  as p lan ts , live and  
b re a th e  as m an ; it  is  one life in  d ifferent form s w hether 
it  be  w orlds, m an, an im als o r vegetab les. T h is  g rea t law 
m ust be  u n d e rs to o d  in  o rd e r to  revo lu tion ize th e  w orld and  
b rin g  m en to  a concep tion  of th e  g re a t p rin c ip le , G od.

W e teach  the  salvation  of all m en—no losing  process, 
no p lace  w here th e  bo ttom  falls  o u t and  ca rrie s  w ith i t  the  
m any, w hile a few are  saved by  a  m yste rious tie .

I f  one be saved, all are  saved; they  m ay be sca tte red , 
b u t th ey  w ill find th e ir  place, th e ir  sp h ere  of action , as 
readily  as a ch ild  is  d raw n to  its  n o u rish m en t of life. I f  
p lan ts  know how to  grow , why n o t m en.

I f  i t  is  no t know ledge, then , i t  is a ttra c tio n  of force w hich 
draw s them  upw ard ; so w ith  m an, if he have n o t know ledge, 
then th e  law of a ttra c tio n  will d raw  him  to  h is  own. I f  the  
w arm th  and  gen ial sunsh ine  could  e n te r  th o se  cold w alls 
of b rick  and stone, an d  thaw  o u t th e  frozen m um m ies and  
m em ories w ith in , and  cause them  to  sh ed  ab ro ad  a  m ore 
en liv ing  loving im pulse  of b ro th e rh o o d , how b eau tifu l, 
how fresh  w ould life be d ivested  of all opp ression  an d  
fear— anim ated  w ith joy  and  thanksg iv ing  to the  g rea t and 
un iversal g iver to -mankind of all th ings.

T h e re  is a day com ing, and  i t  w ill com e sooner th an  m en 
th in k  of to-day, w hen lib e ra tio n  of souls will give an im petus 
to life, w hich will thaw  the  frozen blood, causing  it  to warm 
up the sym path ies  of h u m an ity ; g iv ing  love and  tru s tin g  
confidence, w here now is only h a tre d  and d is tru s t.

M y w ork is nearly  done for th is volum e, as m y d ear 
m other w ishes to  say som eth ing  in  b eh a lf  of w om an.*

She has w aited  pa tien tly , and  now I  shall con tro l b u t a 
sh o rt tim e longer for th is  volum e. M y dear m o th er has 
led me in  m y beau tifu l hom e as of o ld ; no t c ram ping  my 
ideas, b u t b lessing  w ith  soul com m union, to  lead  me up  to  
a h ig h e r know ledge of tru th . M other, show g rea t y o u r m is
sion ! I t  never ceases to  su sta in  us th ro u g h  th e  lab ary n th - 
ian ages. W e shall come again  to give of the  hom e where 
angels dw ell, and  b lend , as fa r as in  o u r pow er, to th a t  of 
earth . W e m u st aw aken m an o u t of h is  sleep of d eath , 
and a ro u se  him  to a sense of life—th a t true  life, w hich i t  is 
necessary  to live to  becom e a t once a free in h a b ita n t of 
our sp ir itu a l sphere.

* Mary W ashington's Experiences in Spirit Spheres, was not written until 187fi. They will 
be published in due time.
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T h o u g h tfu lly  I  have w ritten  w hat to  m e a re  f a c ts ;h o ld 
in g  the  m edium  in  a sem i-trance  s ta te ; g iv ing , w hat, to  h e r  
h a d  no m ean in g  a t th e  tim e, b u t becam e in te re s tin g  as sh e  
re a d  a fte r w riting . I  claim  th e  p riv ileg e  of g iv ing  m y 
testim o n y  in  favor of th is  m uch ab u sed  re lig ion , for, to  m e, 
i t  is th e  only tru e  re lig io n  w hen s p ir i t  can p red o m in a te  
over m a tte r, an d  h ig h  sp ir itu a l in te llig en ce  can  co n tro l 
m o rta ls  to  g ive th e ir  own th o u g h ts  as th ey  find them , to  
th e  w orld . If  you  believe  a  p a r t, you  m u st be lieve th e  
w hole. I f  th e  B ib le  h as  tru th s , an d  angels an d  sp ir its  
spoke to  m an, th en  th ey  ce rta in ly  do now. W e a re  
called  s p ir it— b u t we a re  m a tte r  refined—b u t m ate ria l s till; 
b u t n o t to y o u r p h y sica l eye. T he  long  d a rk  p e rio d  of 
m an ’s ex istence  is p ass in g  aw ay, and  the  m o rn in g  of a new  
re su rre c tio n  is  tak in g  its  place, w hen a ll eyes sh a ll be  
m ade to  see G od in  h is  w orks, an d  every tree  an d  flow er 
sh a ll u n ite  to  p ra ise  h im , th e  u n iv e rsa l F a th e r . M ay th is  
w ork be p ro p e rly  tre a te d ; fo r i t  is  a g ift I  have long  d e 
sired  to  give th e  w orld, n o t fo r its  scientific m erits , b u t  to  
exp ress  m y own th o u g h ts  an d  in v estig a tio n s  in  m y ow n 
w ay— pla in  an d  u n v a rn ish ed . W h en  1 com e again  I  sh a ll 
g ive m ore from  m y sp irit-hom e. U n til th en , I  w ill b id  
you a  sh o rt good bye.

M ay a ll good angels  a tte n d  you  th ro u g h  th is  life ’s jo u r 
ney.

Y ours F ra te rn a lly .

G E O R G E  W A S H IN G T O N .

What is life ? What is death ? One is the bud, the other the blossom— 
eternity the ripe fruit. Why then try to retain the bud; do we not all 
look forward to the harvest as the acme of all our hopes—but as the tree 
is, so shall the bud, blossom and fruit be. Look then to the tree; live 
your best lives; give nothing to the swine; make every moment a gem to 
shine in the crown awaiting for you. Bring your best thoughts to bear 
on that which is set before you—-doing each day’s duty grandly—not with 
weak hands and hanging heads, as though bound for the felon’s death. So 
act and live, that when called from this stage of action, each may come 
bearing a full sheaf of yellow grain, emblematic of a bountiful life and a 
glorious resurrection.

Yours, in the faith,

July 24th, 1878. T H O M A S  P A IN E .
R e y n o l d s .
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