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TIIE I N V O C A T I O N .
Oh, T hotj most Ancient Soul; Thou 

Builder of the Temple of the Universe, 
■who hast fashioned the firmament and 
the earth, laying the foundations in 
space; Thou who makest the earth pil
lared -with clouds and clothed -with light
nings and with thunder, and encompass
ed by the voice of Thy Spirit, and made 
glorious with its power; Thou that hast 
seen the rising and the setting of the 
suns of nations, hast builded the firma
ment of all kingdoms beneath the stars, 
hast reared up THine instruments as 
prophets, and seers, and kings, placing 
the royal crown upon whomsoever Thou 
■wouldst; Thou who hast seen the paltry 
nations go down in decay, while the 
thoughts of man, ever rising and rising, 
have brought him nearer and nearer 
unto Thee; Thou that hast kindled the 
flame of inspiration and prophecy, trac
ing upon pillared cloud the evidence of 
Thy law, and upon tablets of stone the 
records of Thy testimony; Thou that 
hast shaped. the course of all living 
things, and o’er Egypt’s wide domain, 
and in ancient Palestine, carved out the 
wonders of the new-born nations of the 
earth, and bade them speak the prophe
cies of all time; Thou who hast witnessed 
when Hermes rose in the East, the won
drous power of heathen deities all strick
en from their places and bowed before 
the shrine of Jehovah; Thou who hast

seen all emblems of human skill and art 
fall and crumble, because men would not 
turn to Thee, while the soul of man, 
uplifted from the dust and girded round 
with the power of the spirit, has mount
ed upon the pinions of immortality; 
Thou who hast sent through tho gentle 
Nazarene the words of love and kind
ness, greater than the written tablets of 
the l§w, greater than the wisdom of past 
kings and prophets, and by the one sign 
of love hast builded the token of Thy 
kingdom upon earth, making of the dove 
the covenant between heaven and Thee, 
and of the ark of that covenant the ce
lestial bond of brotherhood among the 
nations of the earth; Thou who seest 
the souls of men; Thou who dost fash
ion their pathway in accordance with 
their needs, shaping the lights and 
shadows of joy and sorrow until out of 
the one shall come patience, and out of 
the other trust in Thee, until at last aii 
kingdoms and nations, melted and merg
ed, in Thy sight shall behold but the 
one temple of Thy truth, but one abid
ing law of Thy love, one sign and token 
in the sky, resplendent with glory, and 
animated with flame, even the light of 
Thy love, even the penetrating power 
of Thy truth, even the encircling bond 
of Thy wisdom—to Thee, O Living 
Spirit, Our Father God, shall be all 
praises, now and evermore, __



THE L E C T U R E .
The subject to-night is “Freemasonry 

and other kindred orders, chiefly the 
rise and progress of Freemasonry as an
alyzed by Spiritualism.”

Undoubtedly those who come here ex
pecting the unveiling of any mystery, 
•will be disappointed. Spiritualism deals 
•with the spirit of things, and not -with 
their simple externalities. Any order 
of human beings, or any class, that have 
mere technical mysteries for the protec
tion of that order, are not generally re
vealed to the curious by any spirit, what
ever the knowledge of that spirit.

The Order which forms the subject of 
this discourse is generally supposed to 
have had its origin at the building of 
Solomon’s Temple, about 1150 B. C. 
Those who speak to you to-night believe 
the origin of the Order to have been 
more ancient; believe it to have had its 
source in Egypt, the center of learning 
and civilization, from whence it was 
doubtless derived even from the remot
er Orient; believe that the foundation 
of this Order was one of those ancient 
devices for the protection of science 
and learning in an age when barbarism 
destroyed, so far as possible, every evi
dence of human culture, and when sci
ence was obliged to employ various sub
terfuges for the protection of her sim
plest symbols. In Egypt especially, 
until Egypt became more advanced and

civilized, these secret orders were accus 
tomed to convene, and it was the ancien 
scholar who was obliged to seek refug 
in mountain caves, to pursue his studie 
in the lonely watches of the night, les 
some ignorant king, or semi-barbari 
prince should overthrow the secret pur 
suits of his mind.

Tablets of stone discovered amonj 
the Mithraic caves prove a science o 
Astrology that almost compares with thi 
science of Astronomy of to-day, am 
prove that, accompanied with the stud; 
of the stars, was a loftier purpose thai 
that which seems to be unfolded in tin 
mere province of the conjurer or teach 
er of witchcraft and magic. These an 
cient caves were secret and silent. Those 
who belonged to the orders searching 
for knowledge, were obliged to do sc 
even in defiance of the ruling powers o) 
the land, and hence it was necessary tc 
gird around their pursuits with all pos
sible secresy, in order to make theii 
movements as little conspicuous as pos
sible, and to fashion tokens and signs 
by which they might understand one 
another.

The first that we hear of these myste
rious things in Biblical record, is the 
wonderful man Melchizedek, who met 
Abraham, and who, commanding such 
power and possessing such wisdom, was 
enabled to got from Abraham that great
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est of all evidence of power, the tithe 
or tenth part of his possessions.

These orders unquestionably existed 
first in Egypt, in Persia, and in the more 
ancient India, where, coupled with ig
norance, with tyranny, and semi-barbar
ism, those who sought learning were 
obliged to seek it under the difficulties 
we have named. Hence, secret orders 
was the usual method of preserving the 
evidences of learning. The origin of 
learning itself became the subject of 
deification among the Egyptians, and 
Memnon was no less a man than a god. 
The inventor of letters, Cadmus, is va
riously interpreted by the ancient his
torians as being also a semi-deific being 
who carried learning into Phoenicia, 
and introduced there those systems that 
were prevalent in Egypt, besides invent
ing additional letters of the alphabet.

All these evidences are accompanied 
with proofs. The historian is able to 
discover that ancient Egypt is full of 
hieroglyphs, containing not only the 
symbols that are adopted as the sign of 
these ancient orders, but .many other 
symbols that, until late days have not 
been understood, nor even known to 
modern thought. Owing to the unqual
ified perseverance of Mr. Smythe, of 
the British Museum, many of these cu
neiform inscriptions have become legi
ble, and portions of them are found to 
contain the most ancient writings that 
the earth could have witnessed — more 
ancient than any record or Biblical ac
count; more ancient than any tradition 
of Egypt, Assyria, or even the East.

We have in the Eyptian symbols the 
complete sphere or circle, which repre
sents the idea of the infinite. We have 
in the Egyptian symbols the triangle,

the pyramidal shape representing the 
triangle, being the first evidence of the 
power of building, and the most won
derful evidence which tho earth con
tains. We have the winged globe or 
sphere, representing immortality and its 
wonderful powers; and we have various 
other signs, all of which may be inter
preted to mean the foundation of art 
and science in that remote age and pe
riod.

Aside from this, the culture of Egypt 
under her highest prosperity was such 
as to warrant tho conclusion that to her 
not only Palestine and Asia Minor were 
indebted for their learning, but that 
Greece herself was builded up upon the 
evidences of learning that Egypt afford
ed, and that Eome was indebted to her 
for the marvelous powers -which after
wards blossomed outnnto human speech, 
into human poesy, into human art.

Undoubtedly, therefore, Hiram Abif, 
who was called upon to aid in the build
ing of the Temple, must have come into 
Asia Minor with Dionysius during the 
Ionian immigration to that country, and 
must have brought with him the eviden
ces and foundation of this Order, and 
must have laid the plan of the Temple 
upon knowledge he had before obtained, 
and instructed a sufficient number in 
the Order to cause it to form a secret 
protection in carrying forward this build
ing. For you must be aware that the 
Jews were at that time comparatively a 
semi-barbarous people, had little knowl
edge of learning and science, and were 
only held in their places by the austeri
ty of their rulers, and the fear of the 
invisible Lord whom they worshiped, 
You must remember that learning and 
science had no place for advancement
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among them, and that all which could 
command their reverence or worship 
was the splendor of their material sur
roundings, the gorgeousness of their 
accredited kings, and the inspirations 
of their prophets. Not so with Egypt 
and the other countries. Not so with 
the wonderful Ionian kingdom, from 
whence the immigration came. Not so 
with the power of those nations that 
were already old in culture, in art, and 
civilization. These had formed them
selves into appropriate brotherhoods 
and had sent forth messengers to the 
new nations, had formed gradually the 
approach of that civilization which nev
er achieved a very high triumph among 
the children of Israel. Jerusalem never 
was the seat of great learning; once the 
seat of great splendor, once the seat of 
great power, once the seat of great 
prophecy. The Hebraic nation were 
not distinguished for their letters, and 
the songs they sang, and the prophecies 
they uttered, were rather the result of ‘ 
inspiration than of culture. That exist
ed in the outside and more remote na
tions of the earth.

With this understanding, a new inter
pretation is put upon Freemasonry, and 
we must say that, although gorgeous in 
its beginning, in connection with the 
Hebraic nation, undoubtedly if the 
Christians had had other sources of his
torical information, the present Order of 
Freemasonry would have been much 
more enlightened as to its origin than 
it now is; but deriving its inspiration 
chiefly from the Christian Church and 
from those historians who were tinctured 
with the Christian religion, it was rob
bed of much of its ancient prestige, and 
the question of its origin has been con

fined to the limit of the Empire of Sol
omon, instead of being traced to more 
remote nations, because it is evident 
that it is not the policy of Christianity 
to consider that there was any more an
cient civilization than that of the child
ren of Israel, in the height of their 
prosperity, previous to the foundation 
of Jerusalem; that it is not the policy 
of Christianity to suppose that any na
tion had achieved grandeur and more 
more magnificent learning and art prior 
to the fulfillment of the prophecy of the 
children of Israel.

With this prelude, therefore, we will 
say that Freemasonry at one time 
formed almost the only protection of 
science or art in the world, formed al
most the only protection for the safety 
of the individual, since by this bond of 
brotherhood the hands of kings have 
been stayed in their attempted execu
tion, and slaughter upon an unjust basis 
or cause has been stopped; since by its 
hand, in the wilderness, or in strange 
lands, the traveler’s life has been spared. 
Scientific tablets have doubtless been 
handed down to posterity that other
wise would have been destroyed by the 
savage hand of barbarous nations. Hav
ing no library, having no written records, 
having nothing, so far as the Order itself 
is concerned, that has ever been trans
mitted by parchment, but passing from 
mouth to mouth, from person to person, 
there has been nothing to destroy or 
erase it from the earth. The Alexan
drian Library might have thrown some 
information upon its origin, but nothing 
upon Freemasonry itself. Having no 
written evidences^ therefore, there was 
nothing that the barbaric hand of inva
sion could ever destroy, and the down-
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, fall of Greece and Rome, the downfall - ' masonry, and have rather been introdt 
of Jerusalem, the decay of Egypt and ced to augment the power of the Churc

and to induce persons belonging fcher civilization, have been futile to up
root from the hand and heart and mind 
of man this wonderful system of antiq
uity.

It is the only secret Order of which 
the Church of Rome is jealous. Ever 
jealous of all outside of her pale, pos
sessing as well the secrets of the Order 
as the power of the Church itself, she 
forbids the communion in the Master 
Masonship and in Freemasonry, because 
it is the only power that has successfully 
baffled her in any personal or national 
conflict in the world. We say this with
out fear of contradiction, since it is a 
fact known to all Masons.

What are the mysteries of this Order? 
What is the secret and foundation of its 
power? First, its simplicity; secondly, 
its appeal to the noblest sentiments of 
humanity in an Age when selfishness and 
physical power were chiefly the appeals; 
thirdly, the fact that, eschewing all rank, 
all place, all position and power, it re
duces the prince to the level of the ple
beian, and makes of every individual 
connected with it an equal brother. The 
essential principles of Freemasonry, 
aside from those secrets that are purely 
technical, and belong to the Order, are 
contained in what is termed Lodges, 
Chapters, and Encampments. The Blue 
Lodge contains all the essential princi
ples of Freemasonry. The Chapters 
and Encampments have been added 
rather as ornamental, and some of them 
as Christian branches of the Order. 
Those ornamental branches that have 
been introduced lately, and since the 
advent of Christianity, form no essen
tial part of the ancient Order of Free-

Freemasonry to also become devotee 
and forwarders of the Christian religio: 
through their interest in this secret Oi 
der. The Blue Lodge contains thre 
degrees, which the individual must paa 
to become a Mason — the Entered Aj 
prentice, the Fellow Craft, and Maste 
Mason. Having attained these thre 
degrees he is a Mason the world over 
he can pass into or out of any Court 
any Lodge, any Order, that has know] 
edge of Freemasonry; can go, tinquet 
tioned and unchallenged, through ever; 
country of the civilized, and some poi 
tions of the semi-civilized and barbarou 
globe. With this, lie is Master, bavin, 
the key to that which will unlock th 
sympathies even of the savage breast.

Undoubtedly Freemasonry was intro 
duced into Mexico and Central Americ 
by the Spaniards and Roman Catholi 
priests, but there is evidence that it wa 
introduced even before this among thi 
Aztecs. The inscriptions upon tin 
marble and stones found in Centra 
America, prove the existence of the An 
cient Order of Freemasonry before an; 
Christian civilization had penetratec 
there, prove that some time, out of Asia 
crossing either the narrow strip tha 
divides the two continents or the lane 
that once connected them, those ancien' 
peoples were familiar with that whicl 
baffles learning and art and science t( 
unravel; that they had cities and tem 
pies builded after the manner of ancient 
Egypt and ancient Asia, and were pos 
sessed of more culture than the Span
iards introduced in their invasion. 

y  This, of course, forms one of the mosi
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nteresting stu d ies o f hum an history, 
tdmits one in to  th o se  broad tem p les of 
mm an research "which, i f  there were 
;ime, m ight afford the k ey  to unravel 
nany of th e  m asteries o f ancien t c iv ili- 
;ation. A s i t  is, w e have on ly  to  deal 
vith a few  other O rders that have been  
)£f-shoots from  th is, o f w hich m any sup
pose the O dd F ello w s to  be one, w hile  
;he Odd F ello w s them selves claim  to  
iave equal an tiq u ity  and that th ey  had  
;heir origin in  th e  O rient, and were 
imong the first o f th e  secret orders o f 
;he earth. W e w ill n o t question  this. 
Let it  suffice to  know  that th e  sam e  
thought o f brotherhood, fraternity, of 
protection, o f sym bolism , that repre
sents the sim p lic ity  o f th e  love of m an, 
is also preserved am ong them .

Am ong oth er  secret orders that have  
sprung up in  th e  M iddle A ges and first 
jenturies o f c iv iliza tion , w ere B osieru- 
3ians, an order for th e  advancem ent of 
secret and occu lt learn ing, w ho d iscov
ered alm ost th e  very  m iracle and m yste
ry of life , and w hose secret records have  
never ye t been  pu b lished  to  th e  world, 
save in  detached fragm ents w hich have  
been handed dow n b y  students, but 
nevertheless who undoubted ly  possessed  
many of those m ysterious problem s, th e  
m alysis o f w h ich  has baffled th e  sk ill of 
science and art in  all ages.

M odern c iv iliza tion  eschew s secret so
cieties, save as ornam ental and social, 
on two g rou n d s: first, C hristian ity  is  a 
brotherhood that m akes all m en equal, 
is open in  it s  expressions and dealings, 
m d charges you  to  do to  every  m an as 
you would be don e by . T h e  go lden  rule  
supplanting any secret order o f brother- 
aood, m akes all hu m anity  your breth
ren. If you  are tru ly  a Christian, in

the real sense, you. cannot especially be 
a Freemason, because you cannot refuse 
to any man that which you would bestow 
upon a brother as a Mason.

Modern society eschews secret socie
ties for another reason. Into every 
form of modem civilization women have 
steadily, constantly, and encroachingly 
entered— into the church, into the 
school-room, into literature, into art, 
into science, into all forms of social life, 
and whatever separates man from woman 
in his pursuits, intellectually or socially, 
degrades him and her. Society has de
clared, in its highest fruition and blos
soming, that there shall be no civiliza
tion fitting for man to partake in that is 
not also appropriate for his wife and 
mother.

The civilization of Greece and Rome 
forbade women to enter the forum, to 
witness the Olympian games. A civili
zation which gave to the world its lofti
est intellect, gave also its corruptest 
morals; and out of the forum, and out 
of the senate chamber, men flew, not to 
their wives and daughters, but to the 
courtesans, who ruled Greece in the 
brightest days of her intellectual pros
perity. This is why the rapid decline; 
this is whence comes the secret power 
•of the downfall of nations. No civiliza
tion is complete that excludes the gent
ler and loftier impulses of social life — 
those amenities that make of the high
est Christian society to-day the flower
ing-out of the highest civilization of the 
world.

No woman can become a Freemason; 
the ceremonial is such that it would be 
impossible, and therefore, either Free
masonry must be dropped, or woman 
must enter those ornamental degrees
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that have been added for her benefit —  
n o t  that the cerem ony is  in  itse lf im pure, 
but being  fashioned for m en and b y  men 
i t  contains portions not adapted to both. 
N o one could give the essential points  
that constitute this. The five poin ts of 
fellowship are the h ighest poin ts o f re
cognition in Freem asonry, and these, of 
course, are only understood b y  a man, 
and pass betw een man and man. W ith  
th is consciousness — not but what, in  its  
sim plicity, in  its sublim ity, in  the lead
in g  of human passion and am bition, in  
tho lesson of life , from the cradle to the  
grave, it  g ives tho noblest im pulse to  
m an’s nature —  we say it  shuts out that 
other portion of the universe that e lse 
where is  benefited like him self b y  the  
lofty sentim ent and by which he is  made 
nobler in  sharing w ith her.

Tho chief reason, however, that th is 
Order is  not needed to-day is, that sci
ence, art, religion , are all unvailed. E v 
ery human being, if  he has the power, 
has the righ t to investigate everything. 
There is  no mandate o f priest or king, 
no ruler beneath the sun, that can for
bid the study, analysis, investigation , or 
discussion of any subject beneath the  
sun. Therefore, your life , your proper
ty , your am bition, all thoughts of learn
ing, education, self-im provem ent, social 
am enity, brotherly love, are outside of 
the pale of any secresy. Man is  man 
th e  whole world over, and the bond that 
links you to a brother M ason is  the bond  
that binds you to  one another ev ery 
where. Science is  no longer in  jeopardy. 
T he nations of th e  world boast of their  
scientific attainm ents now, and th e  m as
ter or professor in  th e  un iversity  holds  
a greater scepter than a crowned king.- 
T he pen, the printing press, have done

away w ith  th e  necessity  o f th e  sec 
words spoken from  m outh  to  mou 
and you  have no lo n ger  to  whisper  
the ear th e  words that w ill guaran 
your safety  am ong a strange peoj 
but if  you  can read, i f  you  can spe 
i f  you are m aster of your ow n tong 
or of any language beneath  th e  s 
you  can claim  th e  hosp ita lity  o f i 
people. I f  you  are not able to  spe 
your gestures as a hum an b e in g  ■ 
claim  it, and therefore th e  secresy  is  
needed.

T hose who seek  F reem asonry  a 
m eans of selfish protection  for th  
selves and their  fam ilies, seek  i t  not 
th e  sp irit o f the Order, b u t rathei 
th e  sense o f trafficking upon that w l 
has once been  a nob le  and b en ig n  in 
tution. There are o n ly  tw o poss 
m otives w hich can cause a m an to  h 
Freem ason to -d a y ; one is  th e  proteel 
o f h im self in  hour o f  sickness, or  
fam ily, and the other is  that k in d  of 
riasity, w hich m ay n o t b e  o f th e  lo \ 
kind, but w hich coupled w ith  th e  in  
ination , m akes him  desirous o f kn  
what it  is. F o r  th e  rest, h e  w ill ren  
an active Freem ason on ly  just as 1 
as h is selfishness, or h is  am bition, 
his personal pow er leads h im  to  ima£ 
that he does som e lit t le  go o d  b y  it. 
h e  have lo ftier  th ou gh ts , i f  h e  1 
Christian im pulses, if  h e  love  h is  nat 
if  h e  love hum anity, h e  ex ten d s 1 
brotherhood to  th e  w hole race, 
m akes of all hum an b e in g s e ith er  
tered A pprentices, F e llo w  Crafts, 
M aster M asons; h e  clasps hands ac 
th e  sim ple ignorance of th e  technii 
t ie s  o f the Order, w h ich  d iv ide  
from  them , and outgrow s th e  shac 
of th e  Order, as m any a m ind  has
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•own th e  shackles and creeds of theol-

?y-
The broad reg io n  o f m odern th ou gh t, 
erefore, cannot b e  lim ited  b y  an Or- 
>r w hich m ust have had its  foundation  
the days o f ignorance and persecu- 

m, w hen n o  tru th  was safe, and no  
iman life  had  security, if  pu rsu ing  an  
-popular them e.
As for Sp iritualism , i t  recogn izes th e  
>od that is  in  every  order, every church, 
'ery relig ion . I t  b e liev es that m any  
res have b een  m ade broader and no- 
er, and m any lo ftier  im pulses have  
jen k in d led  b y  th e  ex isten ce o f th is  
rder; but it  b e liev es also that out of 
lis there has sprung a lo ftier  typ e  and  
crowning g lory  of c iv ilization , w hich  
hum anity, and that every m ind, hav
er com prehension enough  to under
and the ritual o f  in itia tio n  in to  P ree- 
isonry, has com prehension  enough  to  
l o w  that it  app lies to th e  w hole hu- 
an race as w e ll; and h e  w ho reads it  
ius becom es readily an in active  m em - 
■r of th e  Order, bu t a m ost p o ten t cit- 
en of th e  world and m em ber o f the  
aman fam ily. Sp iritualism  enjoins  
so a lo ftier  brotherhood upon a strong- 
• claim, th e  claim  n o t on ly  of hum an  
dstence here but o f k indred sou ls  
:reafter. T here are no secrets in  the  
pint W orld. T he eye  of th e  sou l pen- 
rates beyon d  th e  m ask o f outward  
irms and cerem onials, and un to  th e  
>irit o f m an, w hatever be h is profess- 
n, w hatever h is  creed, w hatever h is  
finding, w hatever th e  order to  w hich  
5 belongs, th e  sp ir it g iv es recognition , 
d tears away th e  m ask o f that profes- 

on. Y ou en ter  th e  sp iritual sta te  
othed upon w ith  your sp irit and your  
'ill, and no regalia  o f office, no out- 
Jid in sig n ia  or title , no  grip  o f hand,

or sign , or token  can pass you  through  
th e  royal arches o f th e  sk ies. T h ere  is  
o n ly  on e  pass-word in H eaven , and that 
is , L o v e ; o n ly  on e  to k en  th a t adm its  
you  to  th e  h igh er  k ingdom s o f e tern ity , 
and that is, T r u th ; o n ly  on e  sh ie ld  that, 
brighter, m ore gorgeous than  th e  sh ield  
of So lom on , is  stu dd ed  round w ith  th e  
gem s o f w isdom  and adorned w ith  th e  
b rightness of- th e  sou l from  w ith in . 
T here is  no pow er that can adm it you  
to  th e  lo fty  reg ions o f thou ght, in  th is  
or in  th e  h igh er  world, save that w h ich  
is  th e  outgrow th from  w ithin .

H ow  fu tile , th en , th ese  form s and cer
em onies ! H ow  w orse than u seless th e  
im posin g  spectacle and th e  lo fty  sp e e c h ! 
I f  th e  sou l b e  n ot aw akened, i t  fa lls lik e  
a dead letter. I f  th e  sou l be enk in d led  
i t  r ises beyon d  th e  word, even  in to  th e  
kingdom  of th e  sp irit, and all sensation s  
and all external sp lendor sink in to  in s ig 
nificance. So lom on becom es th e  sem i- 
barbarous k in g  o f a sem i-barbarous p eo 
p le , and  th e  g lory  of h is reign  sink s b e
neath  th e  sp lendor of that sp irit, which, 
calm  and peaceful, and b id d ing  m en to  
love  one another, rose above th e  k in g 
dom ,of the H ebrew  race even  as G od  
rises above 'the world. W hat had C hrist 
to  do w ith  secret orders or cerem onies ? 
W hat had h e  to do w ith  pagan churches  
or th e  g litter in g  sp lendors of th e  earth?  
W hat had h e  to  do w ith  th e  m ysteriou s  
r ites and cerem onials borrowed from  th e  
E ast, bu t lack ing their  orig inal sign ifi
cance? T he one a ll-see ing  eye  of th e  
sou l was h is sym bol; th e  pow er of th e  
sp irit to  penetrate  m an’s inn erm ost  
th ou gh ts was h is  s ig n  and to k en ; th e  
w ritin g  upon  th e  sand w as th e  o n ly  sy m 
bol that he gave, and h e  wrftte m an’s 
fau lts there.

T h ey  who qu estion  of th e  sp ir it m ust
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be prepared for searching answers, and 
they  who seek sim ply b y  external sym 
bols that which only belongs to the soul 
m ust be prepared to  have the mask torn  
away and the sight revealed. W hat 
Christianity has done is, to reveal to 
man th is inner sense and consciousness, 
and the teaching of the R evivalists of 
to-day is  far higher than that o f the  
Puritan who revile th em ; they  teach the  
religion of L ove, and of love of Truth  
for its  own sake, not as a question of ob
ligation  or duty. H e who loves his 
fellow  man is  not bound by the duty im 
posed by any creed, nor bound by tho 
oath of any order; he cannot perjure 
him self, for he cannot be untrue to  hu
manity.

H e  who seeks the loftier evidence of 
brotherhood m ust find i t  in  the skies 
and in  the starry firmament, in  the an
g e ls  that bend above you, and in  their  
lofty  inspirations. P rob ing through the  
outward selfishness, tearing away the  
mask of orders and of sym bolism , the  
spirit finds the inner voice of the soul 
and recognizes its  power, w hile all else  
sinks in to  dust and ashes, and the soul 
m ounts in  trium phant expectation over 
all.

Gradually th is Order w ill decline. 
Gradually it  has becom e m erely a refuge  
for curiosity hunters and a portion of 
the insurance policy of th e  n in eteen th  
century. Gradually it  w ill wear away, 
leaving the broad republic of the globe, 
the broad religion of hum anity, the  
broad foundation of man, as the basis 
of the order to which every man shall 
belong. T he help lessness o f infancy, 
the aspiration and am bition of youth, 
the little  wisdom that man has, even in  
his manhood, and again the helplessness

of old age, w ill all be  supplem entei 
th e  pow er o f the sp irit, and th e  obli 
in to  which the sou l was o n e s  supp 
to  sink w ill be su bstitu ted  b y  the  
sciousness o f that life  that lie s  be; 
the body and form s the greater anc 
tier  fraternity o f th e  k ingdom  o f s 

Oh, could you  see  th e  ancients, 
whence th is Order has been  borro 
not in  the sphere of lin e  and m ea 
not usin g  the sym bol o f th e  squar 
the circle, of th e  arc o f th e  circle, 
m ore, not even th e  k ey-ston e of 
arch ; but all m erged in to  th e  su l  
circle o f existence, all squared by 
sublim e w isdom  of th e  In fin ite , 
through its  in terpretation , m ake 
th ings clear, all brought to  th e  lev  
hum an understanding b y  conscioui 
of the sublim e truth  that lie s  beyoi 
angels, archangels, d isem bodied  sp 
m inistering friends, bou nd  in  th e  i 
en links of that fraternal life , and c 
m g  hands across th e  abyss o f tim e  
death and sense. I s  n o t th is  a n  
office ? I s  n o t th is a  h igh er  insp ira’ 
D o es not th is form  a lo ftier  them e  
is not tlie  T em ple of th e  U n i  
prouder than that w hich Solom on  
ed, or prouder than the ancien t Te  
of the Sun, in  th e  c ity  o f E gyp t, 
troyed  lon g  ages ago, w hose powers 
fled description, and w hose walls 
streets and approaches w ere paven  
burnished gold  ?

W hat havo we to  do w ith  gems 
gold, w hen th e  stars sh in e  out i: 
firm am ent, and th e  glorious armi 
th e  sky are m arching on ? W hat 
w e to  do w ith  th e  pow er o f ea 
th ings, w hen the g lorious firma 
teem s w ith  life  and th e  banners o 
heavens are unfurled before our vi:
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at have yon  to  do w ith  all th is exter- 
building, w h en  th e  earth, lit t le  b y  
e, rears its  s ilen t foundations b eneath  
r feet, and G od speaks to  th e  atom s, 
out o f chaos worlds are b o m  ? W hat 

e you to  do w hen th e  sp irit, quick- 
d by th e  insp iration  o f it s  prophecy, 
sts asunder all external chains and  
s kinship to  angels and to  th e  S o u l 
Bod?
ih I the su b lim est k in gdom  is  th e  
gdom of th e  sou l; th e  sublim est

order is  the O rder o f the H ea v en ly  U n i
verse, that recogn izes all sou ls as alike, 
and that, before th e  P a s t  G rand M aster  
of th e  U n iverse, arraigns each sou l in  
th e  order of it s  ex isten ce  and pronoun
ces its  fitness. B eh o ld  th e  new  sig n  
and token , th e  S p irit o f  M an, clad  in  
th e  liv in g  im age o f h is  thou ght, and  
ranged before your v ision , w h ile  th e  
tem ple inscribed  upon our em blem s is  
th e  T em ple of th e  U n iverse , and no  
m an is  M aster, b u t G od alone.

The Building o f  L ife’s Temple.
O ut of chaos, in  th e  b eg in n in g  of th in gs,
G od la id  -the corner - s to n e . o f th e  w orld;
T he lev e l H e  fash ioned w ith  l ife ’s w ondrous w ings. 
A n d th e  banner of stars unfurled.
A n d pillar on pillar o f c lou d  and flam e
W ent up, as th e  L o g o s cam e
F rom  th e  m outh of th e  S o u l inv isib le,
T hat dw elt w here no to n g u e  can te ll.

Oh, w onderfu l B u ild er! T o carve in  th e  sphere  
O f im m en sity , perfect and clear  
T he square o f th e  w alls that round about 
H a v e  builded th e  T em ple, w ithin and w ithout,
F rom  w hich are fash ion ed  th e  w orlds as th ey  m ove, 
F rom  w hich  are shaped  all th e  orbs o f love.

O h, w onderfu l trees that lean ’ga in st th e  sky, 
F lo a tin g  your banners so b r ig h t and so h ig h !
O h, w onderful birds that sin g  in  th e  air 
T h ou gh ts and m usic surpassingly fairl
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Oh, wonderful world, o ’erarched by th e  sky,
A nd pillared w ith space and ether so  h igh ,
A nd carpeted o’er w ith  ve lvet so  green,
A nd spangled w ith  flowers lik e  stars in  their  sh een .
Oh, Tem ple o f L ife !  fash ioned here below ,
W hat beauty from th ee  m ust ever flow  I

B u t m ore wonderful s t ill!  O ut o f G od’s space,
P ush ed  out from  H is presence, th e  br igh tn ess o f H is  face, 
I s  th e  sou l of m an, banished, dark and  alone,
And helpless, on earth; no sound and no ton e  
A nsw ering back to  h is in fantile  cry  o f despair.
W hat wonderful pow er and grandeur is  there!

A n E ntered  A pprentice each sou l m ust becom e,
M ust work his w ay up to  th e  far h ig h er  hom e;
A F ellow  Craftsman in  all life  h e  m ust be,
E ’er ho enter th e  Arch o f E tern ity .
Oh, G od! how th e  worlds flash as onw ard th e y  m ove!  
H ow  th ey  glim m er and sh in e in  th e ir  w onderfu l m arch! 
A nd G od, h o ld in g  s t ill  b y  th e  pow er o f H is  love,
Clasps in  H is  hand th e  k e y -s to n e  o f th e  arch.

N o m an can un veil H im , no th ou gh t can reveal,
B u t out o f th e  he igh ts a  new  th ou gh t m ust steal,
A nd m an, ere h e  pass to th e  th ird  h ig h  degree,
M ust pass through th e  gatew ays o f E tern ity .
Oh, A ngels, bend ing down from  th e  dom e o f th e  sky,
See  the m ortals ascending; their  vo ices are n igh .
B e h o ld ! w hen th e  P a st G rand M aster sh a ll call,
H e  shall open L ife ’s gateway, and you , on e  and all,
Shall enter  th e  path  of E tern ity .
And a B oya l A rch M ason each sp irit shall be.
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THE I NVOCATI ON.
I n f in ite  S p ir it!  T hou  d iv ine P arent I 

T h o u  Source o f every  go o d  and perfect 
g i f t ; w e approach T h ee  w ith  than ksg iv
in g  and praise. U p o n  th e  altar o f T h y  
love, even  as upon life 's altar th e  sun
lig h t pours its  offering of g lory, so w ould  
we lay  our offerings o f praise and d evo
tion , o f that love  w h ich  T hou hast im 
plan ted  w ith in  th e  soul, o f that devotion  
w hich is  th e  expression  of that love;  
even  as th ese  flowers la id  upon the  
shrine o f external love, are th e  offerings 
of th e  praise that their  sw eet fragrance 
gives, so d oes th e  sou l lay its  tributes 
upon th e  sh rine o f  T h in e  In fin ite  Sp ir
it , b ringing  there w hatever o f loveliness  
has escaped th e  turm oil and tem p est of 
life.

Som e there m ay be who bring on ly  
w ithered  b lossom s, th e  m em ories of past 
hopes, th e  tears sh ed  over th e  grave of  
loved  ones. Oh, m ay th ese  w ithered  
blossom s b r ig h ten  again to  im m ortal 
beauty, and above th e  life  that was d e
parted th e  g lory  of im m ortal life  appear. 
Som e there m ay be, am ong w hom  the  
thorns and briars o f  life  have grown too  
swiftly, surrounding th e  sp irit w ith  the  
tares that w e find in  th e  w ilderness. Oh, 
let th e  G ardener of L ife , T h y  great 
M essenger o f P ow er and T ruth, cut 
iw ay th ese  briars, that th e  flowers of

loveliness m ay grow. Som e th ere  m ay  
be, upon whom  th e  outward sen ses press 
so heav ily  that even  th e  life  beyon d  
death is  unknow n. O h, le t  th e  hand of 
T h y  love strike th e  rude rock of exter
nal ex isten ce  u n til th e  foun ta in  o f beau
ty  shall gush  forth , and th e  im m ortal 
anthem  of th e  sou l be heard.

O h, T hou that ab idest in  th e  flower 
and tree, in  son g  of bird and in  ru stlin g  
w ind, in  th e  deep  anthem  o f th e  sea  
and the ever-liv ing  vo ices o f tho  stars, 
speak T hou from  w ith in  th e  sp ir it that 
th e  vo ice  o f T h y  silen ce and pow er m ay  
b e  know n; that th e  en k in d lin g  fervor  
o f T h y  love  m ay ab ide; th a t truth  and  
k in d n ess m ay strew  th e  pathw ay of m en  
upon earth, and form  a brighter chain  
to  th e  im m ortal w orld ; that th e  g a te 
w ays of heaven  m ay b e  open, and th e  
m essengers o f T h y  d iv ine love  b e  seen  
passing  to  and fro, bearing flowers 01 
their  im m ortal hom e, flowers of love  and  
peace and purity, and th e  sublim e ar
dors o f th e  sp irit that are enk in d led  in  
that lo fty  abode; and even  as angels  
that sin g  th e ir  son gs everm ore, in  deeds  
o f k indness, in  m in istering  m ercy, so  
m ay T hy children praise th ee  everm ore, 
in  song, in  prayer, in  thou ght, in  lo v in g  
deed. Am en.



THE LECTURE.

The Conditions Necessary to Secure the Fullest and Freest Commu
nication W ith the Spirit World,

[This and the following subjects in this Lecture were handed up to the platform by members of 
the audience.]

C om m unication w ith  th e  Sp irit W orld  
is  b y  no m eans new , nor are its  m ethods  
recen tly  d iscovered; b u t so far as any  
genera l kn ow led ge of th e  law s concern
in g  th a t com m unication  is  concerned, 
th e  w orld is , perhaps, as m uch in  ig n o 
rance to -day  as i t  ever has been . M an
ifestation s betw een  th e  two w orlds have  
increased w ith in  th e  last half century, 
for th e  reason that th e  approxim ate con 
d ition  of m ankind is  greater in  th e  d i
rection  of sp ir itua l life , and that n eces
sarily a  b etter  atm osphere ex ists. W e  
say it  is  greater in  th e  d irection  of sp ir
itual life , because th e  tendency  o f th e  
world is  to  a d v a n ce; because th e  d issem 
ination  o f ideas u p on  all subjects is  m ore 
universal, and  because th e  average co n 
d ition  o f m ankind to -d a y  is  in  a b etter  
sta te  m orally  and sp iritually  than  at any  
an teced en t period  o f tim e.

B u t com m union w ith  th e  S p irit L ife  
can be on ly  facilita ted  b y  sp iritual 
grow th. W hatever b e  th e  sc ien tific  
m ethods o f th a t com m union, th ey  w ill 
n ot reach b ey o n d  a  certain  lev e l un less  
th e  sp ir itua l cond ition  also reaches b e 
yond  th a t ; and for th e  b en efit o f  m an
k ind  certa in ly  i t  is  desirable, n o t that 
the m anifestations shall becom e general, 
as su ch , b u t that a k n ow led ge  o f sp ir it
ual law s sh all becom e genera l, to  accom 
pan y th e  m a n ifesta tion s and g iv e  ev i
d en ce  of th e ir  m eaning.

P h en om in a lly  speak ing, sp iritual m an
ifesta tion s have ex isted  in  th e  last th ir ty  
years, in  an hundred-fold  greater degree  
than in  any ancien t period  or tim e of 
sp iritual pow er. P h en o m in a lly  sp eak
in g , th e  w onders that have b een  m ani
fested  are such as, n o t o n ly  to  d efy  sc i
entific  analysis in  th e  usual in terp reta
tio n s o f sc ien ce, bu t to  presen t for th e  
present an a lm ost u tter  barrier to  any  
in vestiga tion  through  usual sc ien tific  
m ethods, sin ce  sc ien ce  has n e ith er  th e  
im plem ents, th e  appropriate term s, nor  
th e  requisite  fo rm u la s  for su ccessfu lly  
in vestig a tin g  a  class o f  p h en om en a that 
depends upon forces en tire ly  unknow n  
to  science. T herefore, those  w ho seek  
for greater fac ility  o f  in v estig a tio n  
through anyth in g  that th e  sc ien tific  
w orld m ay develop  in  its  presen t state  
o f inquiry, w ill b e  d isappointed . W hat 
th e  scientific  m an does is  to  generally  
learn th e  alphabet o f sp iritual com m u
n ication , w hen  h e  w itn esses th e  m ani
festation s that ex ist to-day, and so  far as 
g iv in g  any additional pow er to  in v e sti
gators, or an y  add itional m eth ods, h e  is  
genera lly  baffled b y  h av in g  n o  su itab le  
com prehension o f th e  pow ers that are 
em ployed  b y  spirits.

T he present fa c ility  o f  in v estig a tio n  
grows o u t o f th e  con d ition s nam ed ju st  
before th is, and th e  greater a c tiv ity  in  
S p ir it L ife , in  com in g  in  contact w ith
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those occult forces, and the added inves
tigation o f spiritual m inds them selves; 
and while the rappings and various o th 
er forms of m anifestations were known, 
nothing like an accurate system  of in 
vestigation was established in  the Spirit 
W orld until within the last century, and 
even as electricity has becom e here the  
principal m ethod of com munication be
tween man and man, so in  Spirit L ife  
these spiritual forces have becom e the  
principal m ethod of com munication be
tween spirit and spirit, and through that 
have becom e tho principal m eans of 
communication between spirits and hu
man beings.

A s the m agnetic telegraph astonished  
the world a half century ago, w ith even  
the glim m erings of its  possib ility; and  
as the steam power was scarcely believed  
when the very experim ents o f its  force 
were being tried; so in  th e  spheres o f  
Spirit L ife,the powers that are now m an
ifestin g  for com munication w ith earthly  
minds have been under experim ent and 
trial, and the interpretation has becom e  
so general, and the m ethods of spiritual 
communion in  Spirit L ife  have becom e  
so universally adopted, that the m ani
festations here are the results o f those  
greater facilities there. W hat we m ean  
by m ethods of com m unication is  not the  
external evidences that you have here of 
sounds and of m ovem ents o f external 
objects. Those are but th e  la test ex
pression, or rather tho m ost external 
expression, of Spirit pow er; but the in 
fluence o f m ind upon m ind, as taught 
by Anton Mesmer; the power of m ind- 
reading, as revealed in  clairvoyance and  
psychom etry; the interpretation o f all 
thought, as m anifested by those who are 
readers of the soul; the influence that

one m ind has upon another that is  : 
direct sym pathy w ith  that m ind  —  all 
th ese  subjects have b een  th e  them e . 
investigation  of m enta l ph ilosopher  
who have la te ly  departed in to  sp iritu  
life , and the n ext subject was to  disco  
er th e  occu lt force nearest connects 
w ith  hum an life , that w ould  m ake thoi 
m anifestations as available here as 1 
spiritual ex isten ce. T hat occu lt fori 
is  th e  power that surrounds m ediun  
and w hich enables th e  sp ir its, havii 
know ledge p rev iou sly  o f m enta l cond 
tions, to  adapt th em selves to  th is  occu 
state. B u t so subtle is  th is  e lem en t, i 
different even  from  e lectricity , or tl 
m ost subtle elem en ts that you  em plo  
that it  is  affected b y  th in g s that e leeti 
c ity  is  not affected b y ; for instan ce, b 
electric current is  in terrupted  b y  tl 
proxim ity o f a m agnet, and a m agnet 
needle  deviates from  it s  course b y  t l  
presence of any steel, iron, or oth< 
bodies possessin g  pow er o f magnet: 
attraction. A  sh ip  has been  sen t ou t i 
its  course m any m iles because o f th i 
som etim es; and th e  analysis o f  the he; 
ven ly  bod ies is  freq uently  interrupte  
b y  optical illusions, that are th e  resul 
of refracted rays o f lig h t. T h ese  subti 
experim ents are fam iliar to  scienc  
T hen, w hen you  consider that th ere  : 
another force, still m ore s u b t le . tha  
electricity , that e lectr ic ity  is  neith£  
sufficiently abundant nor sufficient! 
subtle to answer th e  purposes o f sp iri 
ual m anifestations, b u t is  on e  o f th  
m ost external o f th e  forces em ployee  
but rarely, i f  ever, co n stitu tes th e  fore 
that is  em ployed b y  sp ir its ; w hen  yo  
consider that th e  force w h ich  is  em ploj 
ed m ust be m ore subtle still, and that : 
an electric current can b e  interrupte



,y a storm  in  th e  a tm o sp h ere; if  the  
nagnetic need le  can deviate  from  its  
ourse b y  th e  presence o f  o ther  mag- 
letic bodies, th is  su btle  force th at is  
imployed can be changed, altered, or in  
aany ways d isturbed b y  th e  very pow er  
if th ou gh t itse lf;  y o u  w ill consider how  
ubtle th e  force is  th a t is  em ployed  by  
pirits to  com m unicate w ith  m ortals. 
Inger, fear, hatred, an y  sort o f  anim os- 
ty, susp icion, d iverts th is  occu lt force  
rom its  leg itim ate  and u sefu l channels.

T he sp iritual forces that pervade th e  
tuman bod y are so m any po in ts o f spir- 
tual life , and a n yth in g  th a t interferes  
n th  th eir  harm onious and correct cir ■ 
ailation is  lik e  th e  sudden  interruption  
if th e  circu lation  o f th e  blood . T his  
piritual force w hen  flow ing h an non i- 
lusly con stitu tes th e  avenue o f sp irit- 
ml m anifestations, and w hether i t  be  
hrough p h ysica l m a n ifesta tion s— lik e  
he m oving  of tang ib le  bod ies, -when 
he force is  thu s d iverted  from  th e  
nediqm ’s body, and throw n around the  
ibject that is  desired  to  b e  m oved; or 
vhether i t  b e  m echanical w riting, w hen  
he force is  changed  from  th e  usual 
mrrent and sen t w h irlin g  through th e  
irm, w hich vibrates rap id ly; or w hether  
t be insp iration , w h en  th e  force is  
urned from  its  usual channels to  feed  
he b od y  generally , and an add itional 
>ower is  brought to  bear up on  th e  
train, it  m atters n o t so  far as th e  force  
tself is  concerned. I t  is  th e  sam e  
>ower, and th e  operation of i t  depend s  
ipon th e  kn ow led ge and w ill-pow er of 
he sp irit em p loy in g  it , and upon  th e  
© ndition, organization, tem peram ent, 
ind d evelop m en t of th e  m edium .

A ll hum an b e in g s are m edium s; that: 
s, all have sp irits, all have th ese  subtle

e lem en ts that connect th e  sp ir it w ith  
th e  b o d y ; and as th e  body is  sustained  
and fed  b y  th e  external atm osphere, so  
th e  sp iritual con n ection  betw een  th e  
sp irit and th e  bod y is  kept a live  by tho  
sp iritual atm osphere. E very  person is  
m ore or less  insp ired , m oved, acted upon, 
sw ayed, governed , b y  th e  spirits' in  th e  
bod y and b y  sp irits out o f th e  body. 
Y ou litt le  com prehend how  m uch you  
are sw ayed b y  on e  another, w hat subtle  
currents o f life  in terb lend  w ith  your  
own, and change th e  actions or th e  
th ou gh t o f a day. Som etim es a poor  
person passing  upon  the street w ill se t  
th e  m ind in  a certain channel o f th ou gh t 
for th e  w hole day; you  w ill b e  w onder
in g  how  to  so lve  th e  problem s o f p over
ty  and riches. Som etim es a  person who  
is  depressed w ill cross your pathw ay, 
and you  w ill read upon the countenance  
th e  expression  o f sorrow, and for th e  
w hole day you  are depressed  b y  that 
consciousness. Som etim es a  friend  
m eets you  and a  w ord  p a sse s— it  ia 
scarcely a word —  and you  are un con 
sciously  irritated b y  it , and for th e  w hole  
day you  are d isturbed, or u n til som e  
m ore congenia l atm osphere approaches 
y o u  and se ts  th e  m agnetic  nerves in  
their  proper order again. Som etim es a 
thou ght unawares, w ithout a word, w ith 
out expression, reaches your m ind— you  
seem  overshadow ed b y  i t  as b y  over
brooding w ings. T h ese  a ll seem  very  
subtle, and y e t  th e y  form  just as m uch  
a portion  o f your daily  m enta l life  as th e  
su n ligh t'and  th e  air do of your p hysical 
life , w hich  you  do n o t see, but w h ich  you  
certa in ly  fee l th e  absence of if  you  are 
deprived o f  them . - 

I n  th is m anner th e  S p irit W orld  ap
proaches y o u ; n o t far away, but in te r - .
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blent with your life. Spirits lately d is
em bodied, or to  whom you have very 
strong ties of attraction, sway uncon
sciously and m ove you to som e point 
which they m ay have in  v iew ; strive to  
aid you, perhaps, in  external ways, or in  
som e m ental problem, and even guide  
you by unmistakable signs and tokens. 
Form erly these signs and tokens came 
in  dreams, in  what your ancestors called  
prem onitions, and som etim es in  audible 
signals, as of three loud knockings, 
which in  some fam ilies indicate a sure 
prem onition of approaching dissolution  
of some member of the family. L ately  
this form of m anifestation has taken the  
shape of intuition or im pression, and 
although m any people suppose them 
selves to  be im pressed, who are not 
guided aright, it  makes no difference  
about the value of th e  im pression. You  
are im pressed by external beings who 
do not impress you correctly, and spirits 
are no more all-wise nor infin ite in  know
ledge than human beings, ye t the fact 
of the im pression remains the same, and 
tho m ethods of that im pression are the  
sym pathy between your m ind and the  
spirit im pressing you, or som e condition  
o f m ind or body by which they  are 
brought en  r a p p o r t  w ith you.

T o facilitate the influence of the h igh 
est spirits upon mortals, to facilitate the  
expansion of powers of m edium ship, 
that shall be for the best advantage of 
mankind, to make certain that tho im 
pressions yon receive are not only from  
Spirit L ife, but are measurably correct, 
depends entirely upon the spiritual 
growth, upon the average standard of  
the individual mind, and upon the fine
ness, the quality, and intonation (if  we 
may use that term) of the brain itself.

T here is  just as m uch difference in  1 
texture o f hum an brains as there is  ' 
tw een  th e  different qu alities o f in st  
m ents of m usic, and w h ile  th e  trum] 
m ay sound a blast, th e  harp and th e  1; 
are required for th e  finer and m ore ■ 
quisite m elod ies, and w h ile  th e  orgi 
which is  lik e a com position  o f m en a 
angels, can sound also th e  lou d est no  
i t  is  capable o f im ita tin g  th e  soft' 
warble o f th e  bird.

Such  is  th e  in fin ite  variety  of hum  
m inds, and such th e  varying texture  
th e  faculties em ployed and th e  orga 
upon w hich th e  m ind  itse lf  m ust woi 
that a m aster hand in  S p irit L ife  w 
even govern th e  brain b etter  than t 
ind ividual occupying that brain. T1 
is  always the case w ith  insp ired , m usic  
speaking, or other m edium s, w ho rrmi 
fest such pow ers o f eloquence w h en  u 
der Sp irit in fluence, b u t w ho have n 
nearly so good  control o f  th e ir  exterr  
brain as th e  Sp irit in  S p irit L ife . T  
reason of th is is, that there is  a fine i 
strum ent there, ready to  be p layed  upo 
but that the person possessin g  i t  do 
not understand all o f th e  stops, all 
the keys, all o f th e  w onderful possib i 
ties that are h idden  there. T he  Srrii 
in  Sp irit L ife , having larger knowledj 
and m ore accurate scope and power  
will, can touch th e  keys that have be( 
silen t, can develop all th e  h id den  r 
sources of that organization, and mal 
a sound of m elody or a pow er of thougl 
that transcends b y  m any years o f devc 
opm ent the norm al state  o f th e  m ediur 
G radually th e  norm al state  r ises wil 
th is  action of th e  m aster S p ir it’s ham 
and the true m edium  is  tru ly  taugh t t  
the Sp irit contro lling  h im . „: , ■ 

Som etim es m edium s possess wonde
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jl pow ers in  th e  w ay o f b e in g  affected  
y  every in fluence. T h is is  generally  
apposed to  b e  a deplorable c o n d itio n ; 
ut, th e  m ore easily  affected, th e  m ore  
; proves that there  is  a sen sitiv e  organ- 
iation, capable, i f  w ell m anaged and  
uarded, o f  p resen tin g  th e  lo ftie st  
roofs o f sp iritual life . W hen  you  find  
acli a m edium , and deprecating ly  s a y : 
Oh, any in fluence can approach that 
led ium !” i t  sounds lik e  reproach; but 
ou do n o t com plain if  your w atch keeps  
^curate tim e, or i f  an electric  battery is  
jnsitive to  th e  e lectric  current, or if, 
irefully adjusted , th e  m agnetic  need le  
oes sw ay one side and an o th er; you  
eep away th e  d ivertin g  objects, bu t you
0 not com plain  at th e  sen sitiven ess
1 ich m akes it  easily  d iverted . N ow , a 
ledium contro lled  b y  alm ost any class 
f  spirits, is  th e  m ost valuable m edium  
)r direct sp iritual com m unication , for  
le  reason that the m edium ship  reaches 
tie need  o f every  class o f hum an beings, 
’roperly surrounded and sh eltered , w ith  
uitable c ircles and harm onious in fluen- 
es, such a m edium  becom es th e  m outh- 
iece o f th e  h ig h est Sp irits. Surround- 
1 by discord, b y  antagonism , b y  suspi" 
ion, b y  rem arks that are uncharitable " 
le m edium  becom es th e  subject o f  in  
uences lik e  th o se  w h ich  are attracted b y  
liese surroundings, and straightw ay  
rives ev id en ce  of i t  in  som e rough, u n - . 
eveloped, or unsp iritual com m unica- 
ion. T h is d isgu sts th e  in vestiga tor; 
ut he forgets th at th e  S p irit W orld  is  
i0t p eop led  w ith  angels a ltogeth er, bu t 
“‘h just such S p irits as are daily  g o in g  
u t o f  your  m id st; th at i f  h is  th ou ghts
3 an investigator  are unw orthy, h e  is  
lost lik e ly  to  be a tten ded  b y  a S p ir it ■ 
E the sam e order; i f  h is  th o u g h ts are

those  o f susp icion , and are o n  th e  leve^ 
of th e  low est hum an th ou gh t, h e  is  m ost 
lik e ly  to  b e  accom panied b y  S p irits who  
w ill reflect h is  ow n th o u g h t in  th e  m e
dium .

S o , th e  n ecessity  for carefully  guard
in g  m edium s is th e  o n e  p o in t w h ich  we 
w ish  to im press upon  you. W ith  a sen 
sitiv e  organization , one m anifesting  
pow ers of m edium ship , or i f  in  your  
own person you  d iscover that there are 
pow ers and im pressions that you  cannot 
account for, i t  is  tim e th en  for y o u  to  
stu dy  to  b e  careful o f your surroundings, 
to  w atch th e  un fo ld m en t o f th ese  pow ers 
and to  see  to  i t  that th ey  are n o t d ivert
ed from  th e  aim  o f sp iritual life  b y  any  
selfish  or personal m otives.

T he ch ief barrier betw een  th e  Sp irit 
W orld and yours is  th e  se lfhood  of m an
kind, th e  ind ividual m ateria lity , th e  o u t
ward b od y  w hich y o u  value so  m uch and  
w hich  am ounts to  so little , th e  substance  
of th e  external m e,  that all th e  tim e  
raises itse lf  betw een  you  and th e  subject 
o f sp iritual investiga tion , th e  sam e k ind  
of se lf that forever stands betw een  m an  
and m an, betw een  m an and th e  lo ftie st  
achievem ents o f hum an life , betw een  
m an and h is  n o b lest work here. S o , in  
a subtle sen se  and in  a m ore usual m an
ner, th e  se lfhood  of th e  ind iv idu al al
w ays stands betw een  you  and th e  in v es
tig a tio n  o f Sp irit L ife .

Y ou  have heard o f C hristians w ho say  
that, w hen called  to  C hrist, th e y  gave  
them selves away. N ow , that is  th e  fe e l
in g  w hich every  one should  have w hen  
in  th e  pursuit o f truth . Y ou do n ot  
propose to  stand as a barrier b etw een  
th e  su n ligh t and the flowers at your f e e t ; 
you  cannot stan d  as a decider betw een  
th e  world and any great sp iritual prob-
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Icju. I f  yon interrupt the current in  
one direction it  w ill find out another. I t  
is no credit to a man to lay a rail upon  
the railroad track and stop a train, or to  
break a telegraph wire and interrupt a 
message. U ndoubtedly he can do it;  
but will he, if  he  be not crim inal?

Now, there are many persons who ap
proach Spiritualism  as a warrior goes to  
battle, clad in  full intellectual armor, 
prepared to detect deception, fraud, 
feint, or whatever it  m ay be, aside from  
truth; prepared and girded round with  
any amount of theories; if  one theory  
will not suffice here is  another ready at 
band; and th is man or woman has the  
audacity to claim to be an investigator. 
Yon m ight as w ell call a man a friend  
who should com e in to  the house on pur
pose to shoot you. You m ight as w ell 
suppose a man was in  a harm onious 
condition o f m ind who was ranting and  
raving in  the h ighest state o f anger. H e  
arms him self against the truth, and then  
sa y s: “Now if  th is be true I  should like  
to have it  proven to m e.” W ho is  the  
“M e,” that Truth shall hunt around to  
find an advocate, when thousands of 
people in  the world are yearning for it?  
W ho is  the “M e,” that the Spirit W orld  
shall fight a mimic battle, and engage  
in  intellectual gym nastics w ith, for the  
mere sake of vanquishing a m oiety  of 
m inds. and of external argum ents that 
are not worth the trouble? W hen the  
s p ir i t  needs the truth it  w ill seek  it ;  
and though the Spirit W orld even ap
proaches such m inds, they  are not the  
ones who are gathered first in to  the gar
den of truth. T hey m ust long, m ust 
aspire, must wait, must grow ; and though  
th ey  receive intellectual evidence o f  
Spirit L ife, they  do not becom e its  val

uable and spiritual exponents; th ey  e 
in  that chronic stage o f phenom ena  
beg in  to  investiga te , a n d ' leave o f  
tw enty years just w here th e y  comm  
ced, w ith th e  m ost external forma 
m anifestations;

A ll th ese  th in g s jirove sim ply  i 
th e  reception of the truth does n o t  
pend upon the ex isten ce  of truth  its 
but upon th e  cond ition  of th e  m ind  t 
is  to  receive i t ; and that a certain st 
of growth and fairness, w h ich  does  
m ean  credulity , w hich does n o t m  
blind fa ith ; but a recep tiv ity  that 
sponds to  any pow er of proof, is  
high est state o f hum an in v estig a tio i

Som e one has said in  connection  ~ 
spiritual m anifestations, that there i 
credu lity  o f u n b elie f abroad in  
world, w hich is  far m ore startlin g  tl 
anyth in g  w hich th e  credulous who  
liev e  in  im m ortality  have adopted, 
credulity of b e liev in g  every  theory  wl) 
professes to  exp la in  sp iritual manifes 
tions, excep tin g  th e  one hypothi 
which does n ot require so great ere  
l i t y ; and th is  is  th e  m ania that is  abr 
in  the world to-day. A n y th in g  but 
tr u th ; anyth in g  but that w hich, accc 
in g  to  the p la inest ev id en ces o f logit 
th e  easiest to  account for th e  rnanife: 
t io n s ; any other so lu tion  of it , wan  
th e  world over, go  out o f all range  
log ic  and ph ilosophy. T h ey  w ill j  
form  in tellectu al gym nastics and so n  
saults to  any required exten t, to  expi 
that w hich has a sim ple lin e  of sequei 
of cause and effect, and w hich an y  ( 
not so predisposed , w ould  accept uj 
th e  evidence offered.

B esid es th is, those  w ho are m edir  
istic  and those w ho in v estig a te  sp irit 
m anifestations approach i t  w ith  i
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uestion or w ith  t iie  th ou gh t upperm ost 
t the m ind: “W lw t is  th is  to  do w ith  
e ind ividually? W hat is  i t  to  do w ith  
y  preconceived ideas, m y op in ions, m y  
leology, m y relig ion , m y social thought, 
y  p h ilosop h y?” T he subject itse lf  has 
jthing to  do w ith  your p h ilosop h ies;  
not responsib le for them , is  n o t oblig- 

1 to be reconciled  to  them . T hat is  
>ur business. Y ou w ill read ily  under
and that if  th e  su n ligh t penetrates for  
ie first tim e in to  a darkened crevice o f 
te earth, i t  is  n o t responsib le for w hat 
ay b e  revealed  there. Y ou w ill under
and that i f  the atm osphere is  intro- 
lced in to  a room  w here there have  
en vapors and dam pness, th e  atmos- 

lere itse lf  is  n o t responsib le for th e  
immotion that m ay b e  created  in  th e  
ore-house o f d e b r is ,  cobw ebs, m ust, 
id darkness, that abide th ere; and  
at the lig h t o f sp iritual tru th  illum in- 
g all th e  cham bers of th e  m ind, that 
e more or less  darkened, is  lik e ly  to  
veal th in g s that are n o t . agreeable, 
lit suppose it  does?  Sh a ll w e exclude  
e su n ligh t because of th is?  Sh all 
ere b e  n o in v estig a tio n  because hum an  
lings cannot bear th e  l ig h t  o f investi- 
,tion? C ertain ly  not.
Growth m ust com e after decay, and  
e old sh ell that has surrounded your  
ind, in  ph ilosophy, in  relig ion , in  th e- ; 
Dgy, m ust, perhaps, b e  overcom e and  
oken, and th e  germ  m ust burst forth  
to another life , and i f  there b e  strug- 
3S in th is  process i t  shall n o t be the  
lit, therefore, o f th e  ph ilosophy  itse lf  
of the truth  itse lf.

“H arm onious co n d itio n s” is  always 
e injunction  in  circles. T ho first word  
an the S p ir it W orld, i f  th ey  have an  
enue of com m unication , is  “S in g ;  be

harm onious.” T he reason o f th is  is  th a t  
m usic, even  ind ifferent m usic, acts upon  
all nerves as a k in d  of equalizer, through  
th e  harm onious sounds producing th e  
requisite  currents that flow in  th e  occu lt  
reg ions o f th e  life  th at b e lon gs to  the  
Spirit, and sin g in g , or other m eans o f  
producing harm ony, is  the one direct 
m eans of in v itin g  or in vok in g  the in flu 
en ce  of the S p irit W orld . T he m inds  
should  b e  k ep t iu  a harm onious s ta te ; 
excitem ent o f all k inds, previous to  th e  
stated  periods at w hich you  invok e th e  
presence of the Sp irits, should  b e  avoid
e d —  excess o f m ind and bod y in  every  
direction . O therw ise you  in v ite  extrem e  
in fluences. A ll th e  approaches to  th e  
hum an sjiirit should  be guarded b y  th e  
v ig ilan t w atchfu lness o f the m ind, th a t  
th e  one avenue m ay bo open  to  th e  
S p irit W orld.

S eek in g  th ese  th in g s in  th e  h ig h est  
fram e o f m ind, th e  Sp irit W orld  m ore  
than  half way do their  portion  of the  
work, approaching you  w hen y o u  are 
unconscious o f it , guarding you  w hen  
you  are n o t aware, and b y  adm onition  
of dream  and lo v in g  im pression  seek in g  
to  ward off danger, w h ile  th e  great 
grow th of th e  world, w ith  solem n tread  
m arches on , far beh ind  th e  grow th of 
that S p ir it L ife  that, lik e  another at
m osphere over-arching your world, h as  
found th e  truth and is  w a iting  for the. 
m eans of its  expression  here.

D o  w ell your part, so far as th e  know 
led g e  is  possessed  b y  you , and th e  ave
nu es to  sp iritual com m unication w ill n o t  
o n ly  be rapidly increased, b u t th e  com 
m unication itse lf  w ill be  broader and  
higher, and th e  truth  received  w ill b e  
such as shall lead m en nearer to  th e  
kingdom  o f heaven  upon earth.
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Will the Controlling Spirit Explain how it is Possible for Spirits to 
Penetrate or Pass Through Ponderable Masses of Matter, Like 

the Walls of a Eoom?

Tho secret to this explanation lies in  
le : fact that the terms em ployed by  
sience are only relative terms. Ponder- 
ale substances are not solid substances; 
aponderable substances are not imma- 
aial, but at the same tim e a substance 
:ss dense than the one which forms the  
all o f a room can easily penetrate that 
ibstance which is  porous. E ven the  
>cks are porous, and spirit power or 
ibstance is so subtle that it  does not 
isintegrate the particles to pass through  
le  porous walls of a room ; on the con- 
:ary like sm oke, which adapts itse lf  to  
n y , aperture o f escape, the spiritual 
ody may be elongated, divided and sub
s id e d  without in  the least being  dis- 
ltegrated; and therefore th is w ill ex
la in  the passage through seem ingly  
olid substances of the elem ents that 
lake up the spirit body.

The spirit body is material, but is, of 
onrse o i  finer substance than any which 
•ou have upon earth, is  governed by  
aws of attraction and has an organiza- 
ion that may be disintegrated at w ill 
ind drawn together again w ithout des~ 
roying the fiber. T he substances of 
'our material garments or m aterial bodies 
ire so gross that i f  thus divided they  
vould of course be dissevered forever. 
But not so with the spirit that absorbs 
its body from the elem ents of the at

m osphere, throws off, changes, adap 
itse lf to  the conditions in  w hich it  
found, and can enter  or leave an apai 
m ent w ithout any aperture that is  v isil 
to the senses o f man.

T hen again sp irits m ay  be prese  
and still be  a thousand m iles aws 
W hat w e m ean by th is  is  th at there  
no space in  sp irit l i f e ; and w h en  y  
speak of a person b e in g  in  a room  y  
of course refer to  their  ph ysica l bod 
their m ind m ay be elsew here. T  
spirit is  always present w here t 
thought is  engaged , and th e  in terven i 
atm osphere offers n o  barrier to  t l  
presence, even th ou gh  there b e  th e  d 
tance referred to. Y ou can read ily  co 
prehend th is b y  rem ain ing in  your se: 
and th ink ing  of your hom es. T 
thought can traverse n ot on ly  instan  
the space, but you  can in  retrospecti 
pass along the street, go  through all i 
changes necessary to  g e t  to your  ho: 
in  your m ind w ithout once crossing 1 
threshold  of th is  room .

Therefore, th e  m ind and sp irit acti 
together, th e  sim ultaneous action  of ' 
spirit upon th e  sp iritual bod y  can eit! 
project that presence in to  your m ind, 
rem aining in  sp irit life , can influe  
you from that h e ig h t as th e  sun’s r 
through m illions o f m iles of dista: 
affect th e  flowers at your feet.



Nature in tHe Spirit World, and the Laws of its Operkti^ v .^ 3 ---

B y  “n atu re” w e suppose th e  inquirer  
leans th a t w h ich  you  are accustom ed
o call external or m aterial nature here. 
Chere is  no nature in  th e  S p irit W orld  
eparate from  sp irit life . U n lik e  the  
arth and other m aterial bod ies, th e  sub- 
tances o f sp iritual ex isten ce  are all em - 
iloyed, are all governed  b y  thou ght, are 
ill swayed b y  th e  in fluence and pow er  
f the m ind possessin g  them .

Therefore, a  hom e, external surround- 
ags, landscapes, th in g s that correspond
o the external life  o f earth m ust b e  
aken in  th e  inverse  order o f ex isten ce  
lere. Y ou call them  here ob jective; 
hen i f  th ey  are ob jective  here, in  Sp irit 
jife th ey  are subjective. I f  th e y  are 
ubjective here, w h ich  w e contend , th en  
a Spirit L ife  th e y  are objective.

The sp irit sw ays th e  su bstances b y  
ekich it  is  surrounded. H ere  m an is  
wayed b y  th e  substances. T h e  sp ir it  
Qoves upon, creates, destroys, produces  
fleets, all in  response to  th e  m enta l or 
piritual state: H ere  it  takes cen turies
o produce an im pression  upon m atter, 
>nd then  for th e  m ost part th e  im pres- 
ion is  sw ept away b y  th e  first tem pest 
hat passes by. T hose o ld  tim e e le m e n ts ,, 
he earth, th e  air, and th e  sky, th e  vari- 
ms deities th at seem ed to  preside over  
he external un iverse, soem ed to  m ove  
aan to  their b id d in g , th ou gh  vanquish- 
d by m an in  deta il, as a general result 
ie has produced but very  lit t le  effect 
pon  them .

All th is  is  reversed in  sp iritual life .

T h e  m ost m aterial m ind is  th e  on e  hav
in g  th e  least pow er in  sp iritual life . 
T he one sw ayed m ost on  earth b y  m a
terial in fluences is  th e  on e  that, en tering  
Sp irit L ife , is  least conscious o f w hat to  
do. H e  has no pow er to  shape th e  im 
ages, th e  thou ghts, th e  e lem en ts sur
round ing h im ; h e  is  bow ed dow n and  
chained b y  th e  reco llection  of h is  earth
ly  sen ses and th e  m eth ods of earth ly  
life , and i f  h e  proceed in  sp ir it life  after  
th e  m anner o f earth ly life  h e  fa ils in  
everyth in g; ev eryth in g  van ish es and  
evades h is  tou ch ; th e  rocks w ill m ake  
no  houses, th e  trees w ill y ie ld  no fruit, 
th e  garden has n o  flowers. I f  h e  reverse  
th e  m ethod , i f  h e  beg in  w ith in , i f  th e  
life  m otor and life  p rincip le  be there, i f  
h e  seek s no external surroundings b u t  
works away at h is th o u g h t and m ind  
h e  w ill find h is  surroundings w ill follow  
him ; th e y  w ill grow  under h is  h an d; h e  
w ill appear just w hat h e  is. H e  fash ions  
him self and shapes h is abode w ithout 
co llectin g  to geth er  a m ass o f  d e b r is  and  
ch ise lin g  out ston e walls to  rear a tem 
ple. B u t i f  h e  th in k  good  th ou ghts and  
stea d ily  is  em ployed  in  th e  d irection  of  
sp iritual g ifts  and sp iritual life  h is  tem 
p le  rises around h im  and th e  atomB in  
w hich  h e  m oves and upon w hich h e  
w orks becom e transform ed and trans
figured and h e  is  in  em bryo a  creator.

T h is is  in  brief th e  answer. O f course  
i t  w ould  require a fu ll d iscourse to  ans
w er th e  question  properly.
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Is the Individual Existence of Animals Continued Beyond the 
Earth Life?

E verything in the universe has a 
louble existence, that which is visible  
,nd that which is invisible. E very atom, 
svery flower, every tree has an individ- 
lality, so to speak, which is never lost, 
jut it  always remains an individual in  
h e  direction of its  existence. F or in- 
itanee, it  is believed by tho Swedenbor- 
rians that every flower and every bird  
md every animal has a spiritual proto- 
ype in  spirit life. Approxim ately this  
s true; but there is  a spirit life  for them . 
iVe mean to  say that the atmosphere 
luiTOunding the earth and the flowers 
>f the earth is  peopled w ith the spirit of 
h e  flowers; that the animals abiding  
ipon the earth exist in  a spiritual state  
wound the animal kingdom , and that 
;here is a perpetuation, n o t of th e  ind i
vidual immortality, for that belongs to  a 
rolition and consciousness that is  com 
plete in  its nature and forms the circle 
Df existence, but a spirit life that ia just

as w ell adapted to  dogs a n d . horses 
the spirit life  o f hum an b e in g s is  adi 
ed to  them , and w here th e  lin es  m  
much togeth er upon earth th e y  gei 
ally m erge togeth er in  sp ir it life , si 
the m an who is  d evoted  to  dogs  
horses does n ot genera lly  pass very  m  
beyond the earth’s atm osphere w 
he passes away from  earth— at least 
im m ediately. S o  that it  is  qu ite t 
that th ey  m ay see dogs and horses 
spirit life  as here— because th e y  do 
rise above the atm osphere that conti 
them ; and th is life  is  never lo st, is  n< 
m erged in  another life , but constiti 
forever the subtle chain of life  in  sire 
creations on th is or o ther planets, 
as the substances o f th e  b od y  eonsti 
th e  subtle lin ks form ing th e  exte: 
creations of m an and wom an.

T his, as the o ther question , howe 
would require a m ore len g th en ed  eli 
ration.

i  The Evils and the Remedy of Our Present Social System,
xT he^ seeia i state of the world far more 
than the theological or political is  the  
immediate response to  the social condi
tion of mankind, and that is  a m atter of 
growth.

Tell me what is  in  society  and I  w ill 
tell you the spiritual state of society. 
Show me the results o f any social exis

tence and I  w ill te ll  you  the spir: 
growth of th e  ind ividuals form ing i 

T he evils o f social life , if  th ey  
out in  extrem es, prove on extrem e s< 
where e ls e ; if  th ey  crop out in  a gei 
inertia  or indifference it  show s a sta 
tion' of the social and h igh er  impi 
o f mankind.
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E very  social sta te  is  the flow ering-out 
if the c iv iliza tion  -which i t  represents, 
,nd as in  th e  in te llectu a l period  o f  
Jreece and R om e th e  socia l cond ition  
yas the m ost corrupt so it  proved that 
he heart, th e  socia l and sp iritual life  
rere im poverished  to  sustain  th e  splen- 
tors o f th e  m in d ; as in  earlier and later  
leriods th e  social state  has been  sacrifi- 
ial to po litica l cond itions it  proves that  
he pow er of am bition  had greater sway  
han th e  pow er of love.

W hatever m ay be th e  apparent dis- 
urbances, th e  apparant difficulties upon  
he surface of so c ie ty  to-day, th e  average  
ocial state  o f C hristendom  is  th e  h igh- 
st expression o f th e  c iv iliza tion s of the  
iast. T here n ever has b een  a period  of 
ime w hen m en and w om en to geth er  in  
i t ,  in  science, in  literature, in  m usic, in  
eligion, in  p h ilosop h y  could  s it  dow n  
r walk and  talk  and speak togeth er  as 
hey do in  th e  n in eteen th  century, 
jroakers m ay say w hat th e y  w ill o f th e  
tumoral state  o f so c iety , th e  sta te  of 
ociety is  b etter  than th eir  ey es can see  
nd the average cond ition  o f th e  world  
3 far h igh er th an  such m en and w om en  
an possib ly perceive.

B ut th e  ev ils  that are handed  dow n  
rom generation to  generaton ,the chronic  
vils of th e  world, such as are v isib le  in

th e  crim inal c lasses, in  th e  classes that 
are generally  im m oral in  soc iety , m ust 
b e  traced to  ancien t custom s. F irst, 
th e  prevalence of fo r ce ; n ext, th e  ad
justm ent o f hum an laws for the govern
m ent of m an that m ade wom an unlaw
fu lly  h is adjunct in  m any w a y s; th e  as
sociation  togeth er  of hum an b e in g s on  
an inequality  ow ing to  physical stren gth  
and therefore to ph ysica l w ealth w hich  
becam e finally  th e  augm ented  pow er of 
th e  w o r ld ; hered itary title,' th e  trans
m ission  o f hered itary estates, caste— all 
th ese  th in g s you  are suffering from , and  
th e  crim inal classes have grow n up  in  
th e  o ld  world as th e  direct consequence  
of th is  favoritism  and class d istinction . 
T h e crim inal classes in  th is  world are 
becom ing less  and less  tenacious, b e 
cause of th e  publio ity  o f crim e and b e 
cause o f th e  general opportunity  g iven  
to  every  one w ho desires i t  for a h igh er  
and an equal life  w ith  th e  rest.

Y ou m ust n ot expect w onders to  be  
-wrought in  on e  century. A w orld w hich  
has had m any thousand years o f a lter
nate  corruption and attem ps at hum an  
justice  cannot expect to  b e  ren ovated  in  
a day. I t  takes m illions o f years to  
m ake a world —  w hy n ot m illions of  
years to  m ake angels o f  hum an b e in g s ?
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TIIE I N V O C A T I O N .
On, H eav en ly  F a th e r !  T hou In fl

ate Sp irit! Thou B eneficent G uide! 
Chou Counsellor and F riend! To Thee  
v’e turn in  aspiration and praise, giv ing
o T hee the tribute o f the offering of 
>ur lives, of the loftiest hopes of the  
nind, of the divinest contem plation of 
h e  spirit. Thou who art enshrined with- 
n every liv ing  soul, who art the life  of 
svery m oving th ing, whose spirit pul- 
lates aliko in  the atom and in the star, 
vho art the life  of the burnished wing  
>f the butterfly and the aspiration of 
h e  soul o f m an ; Thou who hast build- 
:d from eternity tho Templo of In fin ite  
[jife; Thou who hast from eternity en- 
low ed the spirit o f man w ith  under- 
itanding and im m ortality, fram ing w ith
in the soul the lo fty  edifice of life, and 
Eashioning there the sanctuary of wor
ship— unto that sanctuary, even the  
House of God, fashioned by T hy hand, 
we would repair; w e would keep it  free 
from all that contam inates or m akes u n 
holy — pure and burnished, like the sh i
ning light of the vestal altar, free from  
all earthly stain, even like the whiteness, 
of the orb of day, burnished like the  
countless stars that fill the firmament, 
adorning and beautifying and giving  
home to immortal so u ls; the temjfle of 
the spirit, the shrine of all holiness, the  
altar of immortal worship — there we 
would bend to praise Thee.

N ot the burnished incense of outward  
shrine, not the g ilded altar, not the ev
erlasting token o f man's adoration, bu t

the spirit, m eek  and low ly, th e  Iot 
thought, th e  k in d ly  deed, th e  purit 
life, oil these  shall be  -tho offerings I 
we bring unto T h ee; and i f  there  
som e that bring th e  offering o f so n  
if  death, w h ite-w inged  and w ith  nc 
less step , has silen tly  touched  th e  h 
o f dearly loved  ones, and there be tl 
that bend in  th e  altar of th e  spirit 
nigh t w ith  tears and despondency, 
let them  find that life  im m ortal spr 
eth  from death, and beyon d  th e  ole 
of tim e and sense th e  g lorified  sou l] 
free and untram m eled. I f  there be tl 
that bend  in  th e  sou l’s altar to-ni 
upon whom  m aterial life  w eighs hea  
who know not th e  vo ice  o f tho S j  
and hear n o t T h y  d ivine, parental, 
lov in g  soul, oh, le t  them  know  that, ( 
as in  the dark th e  hand of life  is  es 
ded, even as upon  th e  storm -tossed w 
the voice o f peace was heard, eve 
the m other bird, w ho presses forth  
young that th ey  m ay learn to fly  al 
so is  T hy  hand exten ded  am id th e  st( 
of outward life , and th ou gh  clouds 
tervene T hy sp irit reveals itse lf  in  n 
a sign  and token , that if  th ey  w ill 
listen  they  m ay hear.

L e t T hy pow er bo fe lt and know] 
the quickening of T h y  Sp irit, li 
flame of ho ly  lig h t, burn w ith in , an 
its  fruition of praise bo th e  loftin e  
thought, the exce llence  o f life , th e  < 
ity , the d iv ine good n ess that en  
passes th e  sou ls o f th ose  w ho see  ' 
and know  T hee, in  sp irit and  in  tru



THE LECTURE.
Som e tw en ty  years ago, from  h is  pul- 

lit in  M usic H all, B o sto n , m y friend, 
Ir. Parker, sa id  th is  o f  Sp iritualism , or 
Spiritism ,” as h e  term ed it :  “T h is be
ef, w ithout priests, w ithout creeds, w ith- 
ut churches, w ithout any established  
arm of w orship or teachers, en tering  
ilently every  pathw ay of life , p iercing  
very departm ent of sc ien ce, o f litera- 
ire, of relig ion , is  d estin ed  to  b e  the  
jligion of the fu tu re .”
Mr. Parker was n o t a S p ir itu a lis t; he  

ad never in v estig a ted  th e  phenom ena  
F  M odern S p iritu a lism ; ho had no tim e  
i do so; but he was perfectly  aware of 
ie influence i t  was d estin ed  to  exert 
pon th e  m inds o f th e  peop le , b e in g  
redicated, as h e  saw, upon undeniab le  
roofs, and havin g  for its  foundation  
le broadest scope of hum an p h ilosop h y  
d reason.
I t  is  n o t m y purpose to  m easure th e  
ligions o f th e  past in  th e  lig h t o f  
odern th ou gh t. T hat has already  
sen done far m ore ab ly  than I  can do 
to-night, and,1 perhaps, in  som e instan- 
s unjustly. T h e  past relig ion s o f th e  
rth have fu lfilled  m easu rab ly , their  
irposes. F o r  th e  age in  w h ich  th ey  
>re given  th ey  w ere un dou bted ly  the  
ligions, and we o ften  m isinterpret 
em in th e  l ig h t  o f m odern th o u g h t  
d science, b y  n o t b e in g  able to  place  
rselves e n  r a p p o r t  w ith  th e  circum - 
mces, surroundings, tim es, and insp i-  
tions of th e  period  in  w h ich  th e y  w ere 
sren. T o th e  B u d d h ist be longs h is  
irship, to  th e  B rahm in, h is, to  the' 
ndoo, h is, to  th e  H ebraic w orshiper,

h is, to  the M ahom m etan, h is, to the  
C hristian o f every denom ination , h is  
ow n especia l form  o f praise. I t  is  n o t  
m y province to  find fault w ith  th is  or 
that form, to  critic ise  or call in  question  
th e  m ethods b y  w hich  th e  different dev
o tees approach th e  In fin ite  M ind. I  
on ly  claim  th e  priv ilege  o f approaching  
G od in  m y ow n w ay, and after th e  m an
ner in  w hich m y m ind  and m y sp irit 
shall see  to  b e  th e  b est m eth od  o f ap
proaching H im .

I t  is  th e  claim  o f th e  P rotestan t  
Church that m an has th e  r igh t to  in ter
pret th e  Scriptures according to  h is own  
understanding. T here is  n o  Church in  
th e  world that has g iv en  fewer privileges, 
of interpretation . I t  is  th e  boast o f th e  
P ro testa n t Church th at to  m an’s con 
scien ce there com es a qu ick en in g  voice  
w hich shall act as an interpreter. T here  
is  no  Church in  tho w orld th at lis ten s  
less to  that qu icken ing voice, I  am sorry  
to  say, than  th e  Church o f our ances
tors. G irded round by the narrow lim its  
o f creed , estab lished  in  fixed  form s of 
thou ght, lim ited  in  th e  range of in te l
lectual observation,' th e  P rotestan t  
Church is  m ade a prison-house from  
w hich, as rapidly as th e  m ind  o f the  
n in eteen th  cen tury has developed , the  
you n g  fled gelin gs have flown away. L ik e  
th e  hom e circle that is  too greatly  re
stricted  in  its  am usem ents and pleasures, 
lik e  the cruel parent that en jo ins obed i
ence because o f duty, from  w hich the  
offspring take their  departure as soon  as 
stren gth  of lim b and m ind w ill perm it, 
so from  out th e  n est o f th e  P ro testa n t
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faith, one fledgeling after another has 
flown, leaving the M other Church al
m ost bare of offspring, and th e  parent 
nest like a deserted rookery, filled, it  is  
true, w ith those that cling there for the  
mere support of the external edifice, but 
much devoid of the life and inspiration  
which the younger elem ents of m odern  
thought would have given it.

Incorporated in to  the Church, how ev
er, is the thought o f m odem  intelligence  
and this gradually, notw ithstanding the  
force of education and creed, is  m aking  
its presence felt. B u t in tellect is  harsh  
in her m ethods, science is  didactic, in  her 
measures, and with external proof and 
the sledge-hammer of strong logic  and  
intellect, the Church has been battered  
away from the outside, instead of reno
vated from within.

The M aterialist has m ade th e  m istake  
of supposing that the Church is  not 
maintained by human beings, has made 
the mistake of supposing that the Church 
is  an edifice, a som ething that can be 
torn away by the mere proclam ation of 
scientific truth and the errors that are 
in the Church itself. B u t not so. The  
perception of knowledge is  a m atter of 
growth, and those within and w ithout 
the Church m ust have a consciousness 
of error before they  can adm it or even  
adopt new forms of belief.

Unfortunately, however, the religious  
mind of the n ineteenth century has not 
been strengthened in  its  proper strong
holds. The faith which was the strong  
groundwork of the early Christians, has 
steadily departed before th e  lig h t and 
the encroachments o f science, and th e  
spiritual fervor which kept a live the  
early faith was quenched just so soon as 
political am bition and external power

becam e th e  ch ief instrum ents fo 
forwarding o f the Church itse lf. T 
th ese  circum stances, i t  i s  m ost wo 
fu l that there is  as m uch relig iou s f 
in  th e  Church as there is  to-day. I  
these circum stances i t  is  m ost wo 
fu l that th e  hum an m ind  c lin gs ev 
any thou ght of w orship , w h en  we 
sider th e  external am bition , th e  j 
the h istory of b loodshed  and rapin 
adoption and support o f every  fo: 
hum an oppression that has had its  
foundation in  th e  estab lished  chv 
of th e  world. T he cen ters of 
have been  sustained and support 
relig ious bod ies, and th ese  cent 
power have freq uently  b een  asso 
w ith tyranny, w ith  am bition, w ith  
with all that degraded hum anity.

B riefly , th en , th e  relig ion s o 
world seem  to  have passed through  
successive s ta g e s : th e  relig ion  o f  
nal pow§r or force, w hich was illue 
in  th e  early M osaic D isp en sation  
the earlier relig ion s o f the world, 
tem poral pow er, external splendor  
ty  o f adornm ent, outward d isp l 
ternal offerings,-the sacrificial rite 
held  as n ecessities for hum an de- 
U nder th is  lig h t o f prevailing  fori 
becam e cruel; h is  m eth ods o f de 
becam e m ethods o f  torture, and tl 
ernm ents o f th e  world w ere use 
em ployed to  enforce a relig ion  of 
and a tyranny over th e  conscie  
m ankind. N o  sou l was free , beet 
soul b u t w hat w as environed  1 
same pow er o f  m aterial force. 3 
could th ink  of w orsh ip ing accori 
its  own dictates, because every s< 
perm ission, ch iefly  from  th o se  wl 
power, to  w orship o n ly  after i 
m ethod, and all form s o f exerns



37

se m ust be em ployed  to  propitiate  the  
.vinities w hich seem ed  to  h ed g e  man 
■ound w ith  ph ysica l pow er and destruc- 
on. To such d iv in itie s  be longed  one  
' the three d iv in itie s  o f  th e  Brahm in- 
al worship, and to  th e  d iv in ity  o f d es
uction m ore than  o f creation  th ese  
rahmins gave their  a doration ; and the  
hildren of Israel, borrow ing from  th e  
tcient m ethods, gave to  th e  god  of 
>wer their offerings, th e ir  sacrifices, 
p.ir external tok en s of reverence and  
•aise, fo rgettin g  th a t th e  ch ief life  
ust com e from  w ith in , thou gh  often  
minded of th is  b y  prophet, seer, and  
ge-
The n ext d isp en sation  o f relig ion  
emed a m odification of th e  law of  
rce, and was on e  of m oral pow er and  
cvor; but just so soon  as m an exter- 
illy becam e th e  rep resentative o f  that 
ligion it  was again m erged  in t9 ^ le  
n of force, and from  th e  doctrines and  
ichings of C hrist, w ho cam e to  the  
irit of m an, th e  Church gradually de- 
nerated again in to  th e  external form  
worship and to  th e  enforcem ent of 

ternal d isc ip line. T h ese  m eth ods  
:re also adopted in  th o  P rotestant 
lurch, and th ou gh  th e  first outcom ing  
the P rotestan t relig ion  prom ised a 

eater harvest to  th e  spiritual k ingdom , 
was not lo n g  before th e  Church and  
ate again u n ited  in  th e  unhallow ed  
npact o f com pelling  peop le  to  wor- 
ip, not according to  th e  d ictates o f 
«r conscience, bu t according to  th e  
states o f priest, k in g , or ruler; and  
is it  cam e to  pass that out o f th e  P ro- 
taut Church and  o u t o f th e  dyn asties  
ancient governm ents sprung th e  ucw - 
kingdom s of th ou gh t and the repub- 
of the world. T hu s i t  cam e to  pass

that, accom panying greater relig ious and  
spiritual freedom , cam e also lo n g in g  for  
greater political freedom , and  th e  power 
of th e  tyrant and king, o f pr iest or 
creed, were alike pow erless to  b in d  th e  
bod ies and m inds of m en, as was the  
pow er of th e  Church entirely  vo id  in  
bin d ing  the sou l and sp irit o f hum an  
worshipers.

B u t a m ilder thought of relig ion  cam e  
in to  th e  world. O verspreading all, even  
as, after a storm , th e  bright even in g  
glow  overspreads the sky, there cam e 
in to  th e  thou ght of th e  n in eteen th  cen
tu r y —  there cam e even as early as the  
e igh teen th  century, the daw ning of the  
peacefu l relig ion , th e  m ethod of Christ 
as belon g in g  to that of love, th e  teach
in g  of th e  life  o f C hrist as the exam ple  
o f h u m a n ity ; aud th is  gradually spread
in g  itse lf  in  th e  tim e of J oh n  W esley  
was caught up by th e  early U n itarians, 
advocated by D r. P ries tly  and others, 
u n til at last, from  th e  U n itarians and  
U niversalists, and other form s o f wor
sh ip , th ere  cam e to  b e  a b e lie f in  the  
world in  the love  in stead  of th e  fear of 
G od, in  th e  pow er of love in stea d  of the  
pow er of anger and hatred, in  the over
spreading m ercy of th e  relig ion  o f Christ 
in stead  of the condem nation of that re
lig io n ; and in  contradistinction to  the  
extrem e doctrines of C alvin and o f som e  
of th e  follow ers o f L uther, there cam e  
in to  b e in g  the m ilder form  th a t adopts 
th e  th ou gh t o f the salvation  of the  
w hole hum an fa m ily ; but accom panying  
th is  m ilder form cam e also th e  disrup
tio n  of creeds, th e  doubt as to  relig ion  
itse lf, th e  doubt and cloud thrown upon  
insp iration, th e  B ib le  un der critical 
exam ination, creeds tinder th e  d isin te 
grating touch o f in fid e lity  and  th e  m a



terialistic tendencies of the past centu
ry, the line o f thought in  the schools of 
modern philosophy, which seem ed des
tined to overthrow not only all religious 
thought but the very foundations of that 
religion. Under these circumstances, 
Universalism  and Unitarianism , though  
spreading rapidly and gaining adherents 
gained them  frequently at the expense  
o f spiritual power, and it  becam e no  
longer a question of teaching religion, 
but rather of teaching in  some new form  
o f literary novelty the m ost modern 
thought in  philosophy and science, and 
the churches now that express the great
est intelligence and to which are drawn 
the largest number of worshipers con
tinually, are those that say the least 
about religion. To hear som e novelty  
of intellectual thought, som e now opin
ion concerning som e science or art, of
fered in  a form of rhetoric p leasing to  
the modern ear, the m ajority of wor
shipers congregate at m ost of our U n i
tarian churches. Educated in  the same 
school of thought, I  can say this safely; 
I  can judge somewhat, even since m y  
departure from earthly life , for then, 
upon the sole basis o f human slavery, I  
separated m yself from the religion  of 
m y ancestors, to follow the broader and 
higher paths of human freedom  physi
cally, Nof human freedom in  the direction  
of conscience; and therefore I  can say  
truly that I  have seen steadily that this 
accompanying freedom of thought has 
gradually been at the expense of the  
religious and spiritual elem ent in  man.

I f  we becom e follow ers  o f a school o f  
thought which adm its the freedom  o f  
human conscience, but at the sam e tim e  
refuses to admit the increase and con
tinued flow of spiritual power in  the

universe, we are liab le  to  becom e imp 
erished spiritually. Such  a school ! 
sprung up  am ong th e  liberal, free-thii 
in g  relig ion ists o f th is  age; and w e s 
therefore, in  the m idst, n o t o f a revi 
of free religion , but rather of an att 
uated form  of m etaphysical pliilosop  
borrowed som ew hat from  th e  school 
Germ any, borrowed som ew hat from  
school o f B entham  and M ill, bu t be 
still m ore strongly  tinctured  w ith  
school o f H uxley , T yndall, and Carp 
ter, in  E ngland . U n d er  th is  re g im e  
Unitarian Church is  d r iftin g  in to  
school of unbelief. U n d er  th is  regi 
th e  Church of E ngland , w ith  tho br 
church interpretation , is  d r iftin g  i 
th e  school o f u n b e lie f; and under i 
re g im e  those  w ho seek  for a str< 
foundation of faith  are fly in g  to 
bosom  of th e  K om an C atholic Chui 
w hile out o f  th e  P ro testa n t Churc 
are fleein g  th ose  w ho seek  for freec 
of thought under th e  pale o f mod 
philosophy.

I t  has been  claim ed that Spiritual] 
as was claim ed b y  m y friend, Mr. 1 
ker, supplies th e  n eed  of th e  pluloso  
o f the n in eteen th  century, w h ile  it 
m ains also th e  answ ering n eed  to 
religious nature of m an. There  
som e Spiritualists w ho say  that Spii 
alism  is  n ot a r e lig io n ; that i t  i s  a sys 
of ph ilosophy m erely; th at i t  is  a 
ence m erely. I  w ill define w hat I  
derstand scien ce  to  m ean. Scienc  
th e  external expression  o f a systen  
laws connected  w ith  tho m ovem ent 
external bodies, and the contact o f i 
w ith  those bod ies w ould  m ake that 
ence b elong  to  th e  nature o f m an; 
all external sc ien ce treats o f e ither i 
ics or dynam ics in  con n ection  with
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,ernal objects. T he ph ilosophy  of that 
icience is  the law  u n d erly in g  th e  m ani
festation; th e  sc ien ce  itse lf  sta tes the  
Manifestation.

Now, Spiritualism  is  a sc ien ce; that 
s, it  inclu des a scien ce, for th e  reason  
hat i t  has statica l and  dynam ical rela- 
ions to  m atter; that there are m anifes- 
,ations p erta in in g  to  m atter connected  
vith it, and that ev eryth in g  related  to  
he hum an sp irit in  i t s  contact w ith  m at
er is, o f course, in clu ded  in  th is  science. 
The disem bodied sp irit com ing in  con- 
act w ith m atter and d o in g  anyth in g  in  
elation to  m aterial substances m akes of  
hat a science. T h e  p h ilosop h y  under
lying th is is, o f course, th e  sp iritual ph i- 
osophy, and it  m ust inclu de n ot on ly  all 
hat class o f  external m anifestations that 
tppeal to th e  sen ses o f th e  scien tific  ob- 
lerver, but also all th a t class o f  m ental 
nanifestations that do n o t appeal to  the  
ixternal senses, bu t b e lon g  to  th e  sphere  
>f m etaphysical and psych olog ica l re- 
learch. T h is branch o f in vestiga tion  
las often  b een  reached, at least b y  som e  
icientific m inds, w hile external m anifes- 
ations, called  p h ysica l m anifestations of 
Spiritualism, have undergon e th e  vari- 
ms stages o f  b e in g  pronounced lium - 
m ggery and trickery, and finally  o f be- 
ng set dow n to  som e occu lt, unknow n  
'orce, such as od  force, un conscious cer- 
:bration, and th e  lik e.

H owever, b eh in d  all th is  and beyond  
t, I  claim  that Sp iritualism  is  th e  reli
gion of th e  world. T ake away from  the  
[nspired W ord th e  contact o f angelic  
ninistration, o f m essengers, o f  sp irits, 
>f angels and th e ir  d o in gs w ith  m ankind, 
md you  take away all there is  o f it. 
Take away from  th e  record o f Christ 
md his teach in gs that w hich pertains

to  the spiritual nature of m an, and you  • 
take away the life  of that record. So  
w ith  th e  h isto ry  of the Church, and so  
w ith  th e  h istory  of man. T ake from  
P lato , from  Socrates, from G alileo, from  
any teacher of ph ilosophy, poet, or art
ist, th e  sp irit that is  unexpressed, and 
you  take th e  v ita lity  o f their  ph iloso
p hy, o f th e ir  poesy , and of their art 
from  them . T he im age w hich th ey  g ive  
is  on ly  the su ggestion  o f what lies be
y ond  it, is  on ly  som eth ing  to  lead the  
m ind to  th e  contem plation  of tho spir
itua l proposition  w hich was really the  
anim ating princip le. A ll the prophets 
of science have been  led  step  b y  step , 
n o t so m uch b y  th e  outward observation  
as b y  w hat th e  outward observation su g
g ested  of that w hich th e  sen ses could  
n ot reach. H erscliel, K epler, all who  
have led  in  advance of their tim e in  sc i
ence have led  b y  th is  subtle prophecy  
and sublim e com prehension o f th e  
spirit.

F or m y own part, had I  ever experi
enced  for one m om ent a doubt concern
in g  th e  spiritual nature of m an, or the  
ultim ate pow er of the In fin ite  Sp irit, I  
should  have considered m yself a beggar  
u p on  th e  earth. D esp ite  of th e  poverty  
of hum an theo logy , desp ite o f th e  husks 
and stones upon w hich th ey  sou ght to  
feed  m e w hen a child , desp ite o f th e  rev
elations that cam e to  m e through stu dy  
afterward, th e  b e lie f and consciousness  
in  a super-atm osphere o f sp iritual pow 
er never deserted m y m ind for one m o
m ent. Calm ly as an in fant upon its  
m other’s bosom , I  trusted in  that In fi
n ite  P ow er that I  knew  girded the u n i
verse round about, and as calm ly I  
allow ed m y m ind to  understand that 
th e  spiritual, though uncom preliended,
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formed the ch ief portion of the life  
which I  lived.

The questions, then, which aro m ost 
frequently asked of Spiritualists to-day  
are: Is  Spiritualism  a religion? D oes 
it  in tend  to usurp or supplant the reli
gions of the past? Is  it  at war with, 
and in conflict w ith Christianity? D oes  
it  usurp and supplant the foundations of 
past beliefs? I t  is  not m y province to 
answer these questions, but sim ply to 
say that they suggest that which I  wish  
to say to-night.

Christianity is  in  more danger of foes 
from within than from without. T he  
established forms of Christian b elief are 
rapidly m elting away under a broader 
com prehension of tho world, and if  you  
mean by Christianity either the Roman 
Catholic Church or the various E van
gelical bodies o f the Protestant Church 
then th ey  are be ing  Usurped b y  them 
selves; that is, containing the power of 
self-destruction, the external structure 
of every human theology w ill perish  
w ith the material surroundings under  
which that structure was framed, but 
out of these spring new expressions o f  
Christian belief, and the u ltim ate Chris
tianity is, of course, the ultim ate church 
of the world. B u t Spiritualism  has not 
only been a great disintegrator, but a 
revelator as well, entering the Church, 
laying hold of the m ost cherished creeds, 
fastening its truth upon the m ind in  
contravention of som e of the established  
beliefs of the Church itself, it  has stead
ily  encroached until theology m elts 
even as rocks before the encroaching  
power of the avalanche which, in  spring  
time m elts and carries away rock, tree, 
debris, all, w ith it.

Now, som e o f the principal poin ts of

be lie f in  th e  C hristian th eo lo g y  m ust o 
necessity  pass away w ith  th e  knowledg  
that Spiritualism  brings. I  w ill name; 
few of th ese  p o in ts : T h e  b e lie f  whiel 
is  entertained b y  som e classes o f Christ 
ians that the bod y  sleep s u n til th e  res 
urrection, and that th e  sou l is  in  a stat 
of probation or sleep  during that time 
I f  a sp irit can liv e  on e  in stan t, one horn 
one day, w ithout its  m aterial body, i 
w ill probably never require that mate 
rial body to  liv e  afterwards, and th e  prt 
sence of one d isem bodied  sp irit wh 
attests that he or she liv e s  in  Spiritus 
L ife  w ithout th e  physical body, certair 
ly  does away w ith  all b e lie f in  th e  resui 
rection of the physical body of mar 
This, o f course, has b een  don e awa 
w ith in  m any m inds lo n g  ago, but thei 
are those who s till c lin g  to  it , and t 
such th e  answer is :  “I  liv e  in  Spin  
L ife ;  I  have a  sp iritual b od y; I a m c o i  
scious and m y surroundings are those  c 
spiritual ex is ten ce .”

A nother be lie f is , that there is  an at 
solute place o f torture and an absolut 
place of happiness. E v ery  sp ir it pass 
in g  in to  Sp irit L ife , w ho can find mean 
of com m unication and sp eak in g  to  hi 
friends, says: “l a m  n o t in  h e ll;  I  ai 
n ot in  h ea v en ; that is , I  am n ot in  eitht 
place, according to  th e  in terp retation  c 
th eo logy; I  am in  th e  S p irit W orld; 
am in  a sphere adapted to  m y  state  an 
condition. T here are stages o f growtl 
conditions o f life  adapted to  every  stag 
of hum an th o u g h t.” A t one sw eep  c 
an angelic  m essenger or guardian spir  
the w hole superstructure o f th e  heave  
and h e ll o f th eo lo g y  sinks away. W hy  
B ecauso the S p irit W orld and sp here < 
actual ex isten ce is  o f m ore pow er tha 
the b e lie f in  an im aginary or theologici
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place of torture or happiness. T h e  an
cients be lieved  that beyon d  th e  P illars  
of H ercu les, w h ich  guarded th e  M ed i
terranean and h e ld  it  at its  w esternm ost 
shore, there la y  a w ild  region of sea, of 
waste, w herein  there were m onsters, gor- 
gon-heaaed ev ils, pow ers that w ould  d e
vour any untow ard m ariner w ho would  
venture th ither, and i t  was n ot u n til 
some insp ired  m ariner ventured  beyond , 
discovering th e  shores o f B rita in , that 
it was b e lieved  th a t th e  w estern  portion  
was at all hab itab le, or that there was 
■tny region there th a t w as n o t g iv en  over  
to the pow ers of darkness. S o , w hen  
Columbus se t sa il to  find th e  N ew  W orld  
it was th e  b e lie f am ong th e  superstitious  
of h is ow n land, w ho threw  every ob
stacle in  h is way, that h e  was venturing  
out upon a sea  inh ab ited  b y  dem ons, 
and th a t ,  fo r  h is  tem erity  in  doubting  
that th e  e a r th  was flat, h e  w ou ld  certain
ly be devoured b y  m onsters. Scien ce, 
with her gradually encroaching revela
tions, has revealed  th e  w onderfu l struc
ture of th e  earth, and th is  vast, peop led  
jontinent is  an answer to  all such fears.

So, w hen out o f th e  darkness o f the  
past, penetratin g  th e  unknow n reg ions  
that lie  beyond  death , th eo lo g y  fash ion- 
3d a h e ll and a heaven  w hich w ere b u t  
figurative and allegorical illu stra tion s in  
;he tim e of th e  proph ets and of C hrist; 
ivhen out o f th e  fears o f death  and out 
sf the conscience-str icken  fear of pu n
ishment, th ese  tw e reg ion s w ere p eop led  
with th e  tw o classes o f hum an sou ls that  
Evangelical th eo lo g y  d iv ided  m ankind  
into, then  there cam e a bold  m ariner, 
like Sw edenborg, from  th a t reg ion , say- 
n g : “ T here are various stages o f hum an  
i f e ;” or, w hen in to  th e  m ilder lig h t of 
;he W esleyan theo logy , there enters th e

th o u g h t of th e  p o ssib ility  o f progression  
beyond  death, and, w hen , confirm ing  
that, th e  seers o f M odern Spiritualism  
declare that there are degrees o f hum an  
life  adapted to  each hum an sp irit ;■ and, 
w hen, coupled  w ith  th e  v ision  of the  
seer and prophecy, was th e  th o u g h t and  
com m unication from  th e  departed s o u l: 
“I  am n ot in  h e ll;  I  am n ot in  absolute  
h e a v e n ; but I  am  in  a sp here adapted  
to  m y co n d itio n ,” th e  w hole reg ion  of 
fear and of un du ly  exaggerated hope  
passed away, and th e  sou l is  adm itted  
in to  th e  natural k ingdom  of life  beyond  
th e  gatew ay called death.

So , th is  voyage successfu lly  perform ed  
and th e  answer to  th e  question  be ing  
successfu lly  g iven , no belie f, how ever  
strong ly  grounded, can possib ly  w ith 
stand th e  constant encroachm ents of 
actual revelation , o f actual know ledge. 
O ne m essenger from  th e  W orld  o f Sp ir
its  is  w orth one hundred thousand be
lie fs. O ne absolute vo ice  from  beyond  
th e  grave is  worth a m illion  to n es o f pow 
er or fear, such as are g iven  to  th e  u n 
converted  b y  the E vangelica l Christians.

W e m ust confine ourselves to  the  
relig ion  of facts, for th ose  facts m ay  
inclu de all possib ilities in  th e  u n i
verse, and w hen  th e  fact is  there w e shall 
n o t be ob liged  to answer a creed, for th e  
truth  speaks for itse lf.

D o e s  Sp iritualism  teach  any creed?  
N o. H as Sp iritualism  any especia l form  
o f b elief?  N o. I s  there in  Sp iritu a l
ism  any estab lished  m eth od  o f relig ion  ? 
N o. Are there an y  particular teach in gs  
requisite  to  becom e a Sp iritualist?  N o. 
W hat th en  is  th e  relig ion  ? T h e  con 
sciousness o f a  sp iritual nature in  m an  
w hich recognizes a sp iritual nature in  
the un iverse; th e  proof o f G od ly in g
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■within man him self and not w ithout 
him ; the consciousness o f an In fin ite  
Spirit, Power, Principle, Mind, m oving  
the universe, whose personality it  is not 
important for m en to  know, inasm uch  
as the finite cannot grasp the infin ite; 
the consciousness of an unending state 
of spiritual life, which begins w ith the  
growth of the spirit here} and never 
en d s; the consciousness that the future 
life for the first stages is  adapted pre
cisely to the conditions of mortal life  
here, but the infinite stages that lie  be
yond are adapted to man’s eternal growth. 
T he religion of Spiritualism  includes 
everything that pertains to the spiritual 
nature of man, here and hereafter; in 
cludes everything that can prom ote the  
growth of that spiritual nature, here and 
hereafter, and lays the foundation of 
that growth, not upon external belief, 
speculation, creed, or aught that the  
outward man can do, but upon the  
growth of the spirit itself, upon the claim  
that the spirit has to a place in  the infi
nite universe. Sm all though it be, m i
nute in  comparison to the In fin ite Soul, 
a place in  the spiritual universe every  
soul must claim, and having a place, has 
all the rights, all the privileges, all the  
possibilities of any other soul whatso
ever.

W ith this basis, the religion of Spirit
ualism includes all religions, adm its all, 
questions all, and leaves a lt  stripped of 
their mere externalities, laying bare the  
soul of human worship for the contem 
plation of the soul of man. W ith  this 
interpretation, the religion of Sp iritual
ism  becom es the over-arching, controll
ing, all-absorbing power of the spiritual 
nature which abides in the soul of man. 
A Brahmin or Hebrew, E gyptian or

Christian, alike can w orship at its  shrin 
because it  includes th e  w h ole . J u st s 
m uch o f the su n ligh t as y o u  behold , ths 
much w ill you  reco g n ize  and absorb. A 
the powers of the sp ir it expand , th e  pon 
ers for the recogn ition  of tru th  increasi 
and so the sp ir it b y  gradual stages c 
unfoldm ent recogn izes th e  u ltim ate Pot 
er of the universe.

The creeds of m en  seem  to  have  bee 
convenient walls, barring th e  sou l froi 
too m uch lig h t le s t  its  d azz lin g  splendc 
should overcom e them . W e treat youn  
and tender p lants ca refu lly ; i f  th ey  ha's 
been in  darkness, w e rem ove th em  gra( 
ually to  the l ig h t ; we guard them  b 
clim bing trellis and b y  sh eltered  wa 
until th ey  have grown stron g  enough  1 
bear th e  fu ll rays of th e  sun. A fter  th 
m anner th e  creeds o f m en have bet 
convenien t walls upon  w hich th ey  sha 
clim b, but w hen at la st th e  "tree i s  ft  
form ed and th e  trunk is  strong, and tl 
limb's stretch  th em selves ou t gradual! 
the wall m ust be taken  away or th e  tr  
will be cram ped and dw arfed and up< 
one side on ly  w ill y ie ld  fru ition  and hi 
So tho spirit m ust n o t to o  lo n g  retna 
b y  sheltered walls and barriers o f tit  
and sense. T here is  a tim e  w h en  t  
child m ust learn to  walk alone. The 
is  a tim e w hen the sp ir it m ust learn  
know that lean in g  steadfastly  up on  f  
life  above is  a great deal safer than  lea 
in g  on th e  earth b eneath . T h a t v i  
w hich on ly  creeps Upon th e  ground ne 
er becom es strong  in  it s  pow er, and t 
soul knows that th e  rays of th e  Infini 
L ig h t penetrate  through  m atter  a: 
tim e and sense  for th e  u p liftin g  of t 
soul beyond th e  m atter, and  n o t  fo r  t 
build ing up  of th e  external to wall 
th e  soul.
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T he G od w hom  I  w orship , th e  G od  
that • Sp iritualism  reco gn izes and b e
lieves in , is  th e  In fin ite  Sp irit o f  life  
everywhere, all-pervading, active, in  the  
glow-worm and in  th e  star. T h e  Sp irit  
whom I  adore is  th e  S p irit that is  as 
near to  every  sou l as to  th e  h ig h est arch
angel in  heaven , to  w hom  every soul, 
w hether on  earth or in  obscurest p lanet, 
is just as dear. T h e  S p ir it w hom  I  adore 
is not th e  one of partisan str ife  nor p e t
ty  squalls, is  n o t th e  one that enters in to  
the im perfections o f tim e or takes cog
nizance iu  any degree o f personalities, 
of the str iv in gs and co n ten tion s here; 
but im planting w ith in  th e  hum an breast 
a consciousness o f w hat is  due to  itse lf, 
makes m an th e  arbiter o f h is ow n d es
tiny by tak in g  h im  in to  an eternal co
partnership of responsib ility , that re
sponsib ility  b e in g  th e  consciousn ess of 
man him self; and therefore, as a k in g  
and ruler w ill n o t enter  in to  th e  p etty  
disputes o f h is  subjects, bu t leaves arbi
ters to  do th is  for h im , so m an h im self 
is the arbiter betw een  G od and h is own  
spirit, and d w ellin g  in  tho  lig h t that you  
either eclip se  th e  br igh tn ess o f or m ake 
visible to  your understand ing, you  are 
at peace w ith  G od w hen  you  are at peace  
with th e  sp ir it that is  w ith in  you.

There is  n o  pathw ay th a t is  m arked  
out. T here is  no creed w hereby the  
Spiritualist h op es to ga in  heaven. T here  
is no external offering of p ra ise ; there  
is no form ula of devotion . T he on ly  
creed w hich th e  true S p iritua list recog
nizes is  that o f truth , w herever it  shall 
lead. T he  In fin ite  b e in g  everyw here, 
the truth b e in g  its  br igh tness, I  cannot 
distrust i t  thou gh  it  lead  m e through  

•every pathw ay of hum an doubt. T he  
doubt is  the m aterial w all w hich m an has

b u ild ed  round th e  soul. I  w ill under
m in e  that wall and i t  shall n o t crush m e, 
for I  shall find m y w ay o n  th e  other side  
and find th e  truth that is  there.

T h e  on ly  form ula w hich true Sp iritu 
alism  enjoins is  th e  daily  and hourly  
w orship  of G od b y  th e  da ily  and hourly  
fu lfillm ent o f th e  h ig h est duty  that is  
before you. H o w ho d en ies th is  as b e 
in g  the relig ion  of Sp iritualism  is  an  
external S p iritua list and n o t a S p iritu 
alist. H e  w ho den ies that th e  sp irit of 
m an m ust b e  quickened  b y  a conscious
n ess o f im m ortal life  is  a phenom enal- 
is t  and n o t a Sp iritua list. H e  w ho de
n ies that Sp iritualism  appeals to th e  re
lig io n  of m an’s nature in  th e  w orsh ip  o f  
G od through th e  h ig h est m anifestation  
of th e  sp irit o f m an in  th e  form, is  an  
externalist and n ot a Sp iritua list.

T ne true form  of w orsh ip  is  th e  ex 
pression  o f praise in  th e  h ig h est life  
that m an can lead. T h e  lilie s  b loom ing  
b y  th e  feet o f th e  M aster in  G allilee  
w ere th e  ty p e  of a serm on; th e  flow er  
grow ing  b y  the w ayside is  tho fu lfillm ent 
o f p ra ise ; it  perfects itse lf  so far as is  
possib le, becom ing tho h ig h est ty p e  of  
its  k ind. T he forest tree , bird, star, and  
sun proclaim  their praise b y  b e in g  th e  
h ig h est o f their  k ind. Sh all m an, en 
dow ed w ith  sp irit, w ith  im m ortal p ossi
b ilities, w ith  unquenched  im agin ation , 
w ith  lo fty  fligh t and tongu e —  sh all h e  
b e  less a sym bol o f praise ? T he pra ise  
w hich  I  dem and from  m y k ind  un to  th e  
G od whom  I  w orship is  th a t th ey  b e  as 
perfect as possib le. T he com m andm ent 
o f C h r ist: “B e  y e  perfect, even  as your  
F ath er  in  heaven  is  p erfect,” is  n o t that  
you  shall b e  lik e  G od, in fin ite , b u t th a t  
as hum an b e in g s you  shall be perfect, as 
im m ortal sp irits you  shall be perfect, as
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souls w ith immortal powers you  shall 
express those souls in  the lo ftiest  
thought and aspiration o f life.

H e whose actions are the noblest, he  
whose life is the best, he who drowns 
tho body in  the soul’s liv ing  waters, he  
who makes m anifest the noblest charity, 
the widest range of intelligence, the  
loftiest expression of the spirit — he is  
the worshiper at the shrine of the Spir
i t ’s temple. I  care not whether h e bend  
on knee before the shrine o f the Eom an  
Catholic Church, or w hether he worship  
at the setting of the sun with the M us
sulman, bow ing as the bells chim e oyer 
mosque and tower; I  care not whether  
he repeats sermon or song of praise or 
anthem, or w hether there be words in  
his prayer or only d eed s; if  his life  be  
tho expression of the spirit, as far as he  
knows, he is  the worshiper, and he sings  
the praises o f G od after the m anner of  
the infinite intention.

This is the ultim ate of the creed of 
Spiritualism. T his is  all there is  of it. 
There are-n o  ritualistic offerings, no  
hymns nor praises. I f  we sing  it  is  b e 
cause we m ust; if  we pray it  is  because  
our aspiration leads us to prayer. W e 
ask no man to pray. I f  we give forth  
our expression in  deed of k indness and 
word of love, it  is  because the kindness  
and the love are there, not because we 
im itate them  for duty’s sake. I f  w e would  
speak gently, it  is  because gentleness is  
within; if  we would instruct, it  is  b e 
cause there is  a lesson to  be taught, not 
because there are words and n oth ing but 
words.

Those,who teach that th e  Spirit L ife  
is  for tho m ost part like the earthly life , 
and are contented w ith a m ere knowl
edge of existence beyond death, defraud

th e  soul of its  lo ftie st aspiration. The 
external consciousness o f sp iritual exist
ence is  n o t enough, but i t  i s  that that 
consciousness shall inter-p en etrate  the 
m ind, shall quicken th e  pow er, shall 
m ake lo fty  th e  aspiration, shall lay  the 
foundation for th e  sou l’s tem p le beyond  
th e  grave. I s  i t  en o u g h  that y o u  know  
when you  are a ch ild  that you  are to  be 
a man? Are you  satisfied and content
ed w ith  th is?  D o  y o n  n ot daily  strive 
to becom e a m an faster than you  can, 
and is  n o t the ch ild  constan tly  m im ick
ing , in  its  sm all way, th e  actions o f the 
children of larger grow th, and are not 
the children of m ortal life  as im itative  
as these  ? Sh a ll w e n ot always ho ld  to 
that w hich lie s  beyond , lay in g  th e  foun
dation o f ex isten ce  as we pass on, and 
striving for the angelhood-that lie s  veil
ed  and h id den  from  tho sig h t ?

O h, i t  is  n o t s im p ly  th e  ex isten ce  be
yond  death that is  great, that is  wonder
ful, that is  th e  m iracle o f th e  m odem  
science o f Sp iritualism  —  th e  proof that 
has como to  th is  m aterialistic  age of ex
istence beyond  d e a th ; b u t i t  is  that that 
existence is  fraught also w ith  infinite 
possib ilities, and that beyond  th e  Spirit 
L ife, w hich is  the m ere reflex  and addi
tion  to  earthly life , is  th e  great eternitj 
of life  p iled  m ountains h ig h  w ith  its 
possib ilities before th e  im m ortal soul 
I f  it  w ere on ly  a S p irit W orld , w ith  t 
rep etition  of th e  passions, th e  hopes 
the am bitions, and th e  m anners o f earth  
ly  life , it  m ight w ell be b lo tted  o u t ; bui 
it  is  a Sp irit W orld th at is  on e  stej 
nearer the a ltitude of an gel l ife ;  i t  is  f 
Spirit W orld  that is  th e  n e x t grade ii 
existence, that, b ey o n d  th e  manhood  
and th e  w om anhood of earth ly  exist 
ence, takes you  nearer to  b ecom in g ai
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angel; i t  is  th e  S p ir it L ife  that is  the  
next round in  th e  ladder of in fin ite  p ro
gression; i t  is  th e  S p irit W orld  that is  
the interm ediate stage, qu ick en in g  and  
teaching for th e  stage that is  to  co m e ; 
it  is  th e  school, th e  n ex t gradation, 
which leads you  on e  degree h igh er  to 
ward that in fin ite  p o ssib ility  that is  
opened to  your contem plation . D o  not 
be content m erely  w ith  life  beyond  
death, but b e  co n ten ted  to  know  that 
that life  im plies all th e  ve iled  p ossib ili
ties w ith in  th e  im m ortal soul, all th e  in 
herent p o ssib ilities that lie  in  th e  vari
ous stages o f life .

W hen John , upon  th e  is le  o f revela
tion, called P atm os, received  th e  angelic  
m essenger and b eh eld  h is  g lory  h e  w oidd  
fain have w orsh iped h im ; h e  forbade 
him, say in g: “ S e e  that thou  do it  n ot; 
I  am of th y  brethren that have th e  te s
tim ony of J e su s .” N o t th e  revelations 
of life  b ey o n d  death, but th e  conscious
ness of th e  continued  ex isten ce of fath
er, m other, husband, w ife, and friend, 
their m in istrations and presence, bring  
comfort, bring  aid, bring  elevation  to  
thought and asp iration to  m ind.

I f  th e  m essage of life  beyon d  death  
m eans an yth in g , i f  i t  m eans the com 
m ingling of k indred  soids, if  i t  m eans 
the continuation  of th e  g a in in g  o f know 
ledge, if  i t  m eans th e  aspiration, th e  
prayer, that also lie s  beyond , th en  it  
m eans that for every  lo ftie st dream , not  
only  o f re-u n ited  love, o f  com panion
ship, of association  w ith  th e  dear ones  
that are gon e , there is  a realization , but 
that there is  a fu lfillm ent o f those  w on
derful possib ilities , th e  so lv in g  of m ig h ty  
problem s that have b een  v e iled  in  m ate
rial obscurity, th e  aw akening of avenues  
of thought that are h idden  b y  th e  bar

riers o f tim e, th e  revea lin g  o f the con 
sciousness o f th e  sp irit in  paths unknown  
to  tim e and sense, th e  fu lfillm ent o f th e  
p o et’s song, th e  recogn ition  o f th e  pro
p h ecy  o |  th e  sold , th e  p icture of th e  
artist realized, th e  dream of th e  dream 
er fulfilled. I t  m eans that also beyond  
th e  Sp irit L and  and beyond  th e  various 
degrees and stages that lie  in  th e  im m e
diate Sp irit W orld, there is  another and  
a vaster land, a land o f celestia l pow er  
and beauty, w hose g lory  on ly  th e  in 
spired v ision  can behold , w hose contem 
plation can on ly  com o to  lo ftie st thought 
and poesy, and lik e D a n te ’s lo ftie st v is
ion , or lik e the dream of R aphael, re
vea ling  im ages of th e  heaven ly  throng, 
unpictured  to  m ortal v ision , unspoken  
in  m ortal word. I t  m eans solution of  
all th ose  problem s that h e  w ith in  th e  
spirit, ve iled  and half ready for expres
sion , th e  relation  of m an to  th e  In fin ite , 
th e  relation  of m an to  th e  angelic  hosts  
that have already soared beyond tim e  
and space, and are m aking new  path
ways to  etern ity , paving those pathw ays 
w ith  th e  g lory  of their own thou ghts, 
even as th ey  have paved th e  pathw ay of  
tim e Avith th e  splendor of th e ir  ex ist
ence  here.

Oh, M igh ty  H osts! O h, A ttend ant  
T hrong! Oh, G lorified Sou ls, havin g  
know ledge where m ortals grope in  dark
ness, having w isdom  w here th e y  are 
blind , having sigh t w here th ey  cannot  
see , encom pass th e  w orld w ith som ew hat 
o f th is power, and m ake th e  relig ion  of  
m ankind th e  aspiration of th e  sou l to  
fu lfill its  lo ftie st l i f e ; and in  that life , 
and in  that soul, and in  that d iv ine ex 
pression, m ay th e  In fin ite  Sp irit, sh in 
in g  through all, g lorified  in  grandeur, 
adorn each m ind  w ith so m eth in g  o f  its  
splendor, and m ake of each sp irit a w or
sh iper at th e  T em ple of Truth.



J U B I L A T E .
We have need of a song of great joy;
We have need for a hymn of great joy,
An anthem of praise that shall ring 
As high as the fair angels sing—
And this is tho story they bring:
That after night cometh dawn,
Always after the night is the dawn.

We have need of a hymn of great praise, 
To show that in Time’s darkened ways, 
And the dark, devious, sinful ways,
There 'b a light that shines out in the sky, 
There’s morning dawn sure that is nigh;

And wo need to the soul thus to sing,
That the bright morn with dew on its wing, 
Waits at Life’s outer gate, thus to fling 
Its light o’er Earth’s darkened sting.

We havo need of tho praise for the Spring, 
That beauty and glory doth fling,
From her footsteps, unseen as they press 
Through the grass and tho deep wilderness.

Hear you now that tho pulse of the flowers 
Is quickening, and that the swift hours 
Are melting away, and the light 
Of her dawn, with glory and might,

Will waken from out of their tomb,
From the winter of night and their gloom, 
E very  germ o f th e  long sleeping flowers;
All the beauty of this world of ours?

Its glory, its splendor, is dead,
And yet, with one touch and one tread 
Of the glorious life of the Spring,
They will burst all anew, and the wing 
Of each flower will find a new life,
And the glory will banish the strife.

We have need of a song, for to sing 
Of the beauty and life of the Spring;
Oh 1 we have need of a song for the bouI,
To chant of its magic control.

Did you hear the bright stars,
Far across the great bars
That divide you this night? How they Binj
How they flash and shine as they sing,
As each to its orbit doth spring,
Mounting there on his fiery steed,
To answer great life at its need.

Oh 1 we have need of a song for the soul,
To show that with matchless control,
Out of death, out of winter’s dark night, 
Out of space that divides from the light

Of the Infinite Soul far above,
There’s a whisper, as soft as the love 
Of the hidden and sweet turtle dove, 
Speaking unto each soul here to-night, 
Speaking ’cross the great gulf of the night, 
With its flashing of tremulous light.

Oh, Soul1 Thou art greater than Time,
Thou art greater than night and than day, ■ 
Thou art greater than all songs sublime, 
With which stars pave their great crystal waj'

Then out of the death and the gloom,
And out of the dark and the tomb,
The soul shall arise with great joy and m  

prise, «
Like a flower it shall spring, like a bird on tb 

wing,
Like a star it shall mount and shall soar, 
And its song of blessed gladness shall pour.

And this is the song we shall sing,
And this is the power we shall bring,
And this is the fluttering wing,
That comes down to each soul here to-night

They have need of a song of great joy,
Of a hymn, of an anthem of joy,
To show that the bouI it shall tread,
Out of darkness, the place of the dead,
Into light, into joy, overhead.
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The Spiritual Significance of “ Blessed are the Pure in Heart, 
for They Shall See God.”

[Subject chosen by the audience, Sunday morning, Feb. 18,1877.1

"Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.”

Behold, not to those who seek by outward token,
The God or Christ whom they adore,
"Were these words of sweet promise ever spoken;
But unto those whose soul doth pour 
Its melody through unseen springs,
Ever responsive to the angels’ wings.

Not by those, who through ambition’s sword,
Or through the outward praise of Lord, Lord,
Will Thy blest name be heard— of praise;
Not these shall see His face nor know His ways,
Nor understand the meaning of His word ;
But those to whom the crystal light has come 
From some source all unseen, from Heaven’s home.

What is it thus to see? Are these blind eyes 
The avenues alone of the soul’s sight?
Must you grope on with dark and mad surprise,
Expecting God in this your outward night?
And shall you see Him with chariot of gold,
And all the heavenly host of power untold —
See with blind senses that cannot behold 
Even the air that makes your life below?
See Him with outward expectation here, as though 
To gird you from above and from below,
You all of God might with your body know?

No, the soul’s vision is, what e’er by the truth of God, 
Revealed through atmospheres so clear and sparkling,
Where those souls have trod,
That not a thought is by earth-mist concealed ;
The sheen of that transparency that lies 
Around the soul, waking with glad surprise

• To know that all the dark of earth below 
Was but a shadow, and that your sight here 
Was the veiled darkness of Heaven’s atmosphere.

Shall see God? Yes. Not love nor truth alone,
Nor all the power that circles ’round the soul,
But its transparency, by which ’t is known 
That Heaven sways with its sublime control.
These are the pure in heart, and these shall see 
With the soul’s vision, God eternally.
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THE IX Y'OC AT I OX.
Our F ather, Thou, Divine; Parent, 

Thou to whom we miist ever, turn for 
light anil lovo,. Tlipu, whose, Infinite 
Spirit pervading all space abides in time 
and in eternity, but whose person-no 
man can behold;, Thou light of the ptars, 
Thou resplendent flame, pf. immortality, 
to Thee we turn evermore., ( Guide us 
with Thy love, uplift ns with Thy voice, 
make clear tho pathway of Thy truth 
before us. In time past Thou hast reared 
up the prophets of Thy word; Thou 
hast given tho evidence of,,Thy.power; 
Thou hast spoken the word of salvation. 
Man, wandering from that path, has 
striven by perversion to, lead mankind 
afar from Thee. Oh, let us come near 
to  Thee, oven to that shrine and altar of 
love that is in the spirit, even to that 
truth and life that is the salvation of the 
soul. Lot men no longer fear death; 
rather let them fear that death .which is 
upon their spirits in the turbid stream of 
outward life; rather let them fear the 
morbid ambition, the deadly shaft of 
envy and hatred, of pride and scorn; 
rather let them fear the,death in life 
which knows no wakening of the soul, 
but believes that the immortal spirit lies 
slumbering forever beneath the sod. , 

Oil, Thou quickener of the vital flame;

O p, Thou immortal awakener of the soul 
, clothe us with .tlie immortal ,pinions o 
Thy thought;, gird rpund with'.light 
ning flame the, spuls of those that aj 
incarcerated, in , the dust, and let tliei 

, be eonscioiis of . that eternal hfe tli*
• beyond fear and above terror and aho;
. the dross of ’earth, is kindled with ii 
mortality. Oh, let the ministering spin 

, of Thy grace descend, stirring the tn 
bid waters of material life, and. queue 
ing the umvholesome flame of fear. I 
no one dream of immortality because 
terror, but let them know that above a 
beyond, the glorious life of the sju 
unfurls its pinions through the awake 

. ing power of love alone, and that ( 
majesty, of truth survives even ah< 
human discord, turmoil, and tempest 

Oh, Thou Life, Thou Light, to wli 
. even Jesus turned for guidance, and u 

gave him word of inspiration aud of 
. man love; our Father who art in he 
. en, hallowed bo Thy.nom e, Thy kingr 
, come, Tliy will be done on earth as : 
done in heaven; give us each day 
daily bread, and forgive us our debt 
we forgive our debtors; lead us not 
temptation, but deliver us from evil 

, Thine is the kingdom, and the po 
and the glory, forever. . Amen.'



yXII;E LECTURE. ,
To-night my, theme is “Further Evi

dences of the Love 61 "Gpd:” ' A'_ few 
w e e k s  ago I spoke in this place.on the 
words, “I am tlie resurrection and the 
life; he that beiieveth'iri'me,'lthougli:lie 
were dead, yet shall he live; and ■who
soever liveth and' YVelieveth in me shall 
never die.”. To-night’my text is: “A 
new commandment I give unto yoii, That 
ye love one another.” ‘ ;

For the'benefit of those who were not 
present two weeks ago, I will recapitu
late in a few. moments the substance of 
w hat I  said at that time. ' ,

I said that the plan of Christian sal
vation was cither true or false; that if 
true — if man was created in the image 
of God in the beginning, if from that 
image and perfection he fell, and through 
tliat fall salvation was denied him, if 
God, seeing tlie need of His fallen chil
dren, sent His only begotten son, the 
Redeemer, Lord Jesus. Christ, to save 
mankind, and that upon' Calvary this 
son was slain, by the shedding'of whose 
blood mankind are to be saved; and if 
r knowledge of salvation depends upon 
the knowledge of Christ and' a1 belief 
ihat in his atoning blood is the way of 
jrace; if, without that knowledge and 
without tliat belief, the soul is destined 
:o an immortal terror and punishment, 
md the sinful and the heathen, those 
hat believe not in Christ, are to be con- 
ramed foreyer in burning fire-—I said 
hen, and I say now, and I believed in 
ny earthly life, that no human tongue,

no thousand voices, no millions of livo3 
' 'nrere adequate to express sufficiently to 
‘humanity the importance of that truth. 
I said* theii, and I say now, that I be
lieved this in;my earthly life, that my 
whole existence was centered in the truth 
of this proposition. That I believed in
trinsically in the merit's of the theology 
of the Christian Church, and that I un- 

' dertook not to explain it, but to expound 
it, not to satisfy reason but to express 
my convictions, not to accept any dilu
ted form of faith, as my'friend Mr. Wes
ley did, but. to believe in the entirety of 
the Christian problem, and enforce that 
problem upon humanity.

I believe that I fulfilled my effort in 
. that direction. My convictions were 

strong and my sympathies were stronger. 
To my mind every human being was an 
immortal spirit, upon the verge of hell. 
To my imagination every unbeliever had 

1 one foot in the burning fire; to my mind 
evfery unconverted Christian was food 
for the immortal flame and for the temp
ting wiles of Satan., Could I refrain? 
Could. I withhold my voice? Could I 
be ex^ect’ecl to be silent, with tho con- 

"sciousness of this upon my mind?
I  entered Spirit Life after a ministra

tionwhich some of you may know of. I 
expected to see my Savior. I  believed 
that I should be admitted to heaven. I 
realized that I was, perhaps, worthy by 
my ministrations for others. I  did not 
find Christ; I  did not enter the heaven 
which I had pictured.' I saw no pictured



city, and no central throneof power too 
dazzling: for eyes to  behold.; I,behold 
110)10 of the things which, to my mind, 
constituted the iniuge of that hea\enly 
sanotnftvy, '• The New Jerusalem has not 
come to me, I said. Was I then in hell? 
No. I was possessed of every faculty 
of mind. I was endowed with, as much 
sympathy and understanding. I believed 
myself as devout a Christian as before; 
but I  was dead to the earth, and I  i had 
not awakened in heaven.; Where .was I ?

Moving masses of spirits were around 
me, like myself unknowing where they 
were, wondering, calling for their Sliep- 

, herd. I said, “The Shepherd will surely' 
come; we shall not remain long waiting; 
perhaps this is only a temporary testing 
of our faith; we shall see him and hear 
his voice, and be admitted to the glory 
that we certainly have .believed; in.” It 
was not so. He, did nof come. The 
Savior appeared not in person, as wo 
had been taught to believe, and these 
who were around me asked me to minis
ter to their spiritual wants.-How could 
I minister who had not the fulfillment 
of my faith? How could I teach them, 
who did not know what to say, here oil 
the borders of eternity, having passed 
beyond the grave? ; What new light 
could I give who had not seen the light 
of my immortal inheritance?.;;7 •.
: In this doubt I was waited; upon by a 
shining spirit, evidently one in- advance 
of my state., I asked almost immediately 
where - was heaven, wherewas Christ, 
where were the redeemed.' He said; 
“Heaven, is’ within you; Christ is the 
truth:made manifest, in you; the re
deemed are those.who are saved by that 
truth.” Then I-said: “Is the plan of 
salvation .untrue?” He wished me to

wait, and said that he would rexeal.it Tiy 
and byji that< I should know more! after 
I  had been in Spirit Life longer. X could 
not wait. The ? one burning desire of 
m y'soul was: to; know ifi the'world was 
saved by the shedding of -. Christ’s blood 
and if we were to be redeemed and re
ceived into the kingdom of heaven by 
our; faith ;in' that. Then the monitoi 
who had come tome said:: “You are riot 
saved by the /sacrificial! shedding o! 
blood.- v There is no virtue in the Cal- 
vary of theology. ; The salvation of the 
spirit does not depend upon the creed, 
the catechism, - the articles of faith, or 
any method which has been externally 
adopted for human salvation.”

Bewildered, stunned,1 stricken, as it 
seemed to me, and; forr the; moment I 
thought I had been deceived; robbed of 
the rightful inheritance of my years up: 
on,earth, robbed.of the time, the effort, 
the power expended in teaching that 
which this spirit and he appeared to 
my eyes an angel of light, though I sa« 
in his stern visage one whom I had 
known and refused to associate with the 
ologically upon earth — now told me wai 
false. This spirit was seemingly truth 
ful; he seemingly revealed to me thai 
which he knew. ,,
_ I waited, in a state of darkness. ! 

asked for no greater hell than that whic)
I experienced for a period of . time whic]
I cannot measure by years, but which 
was told, afterward by my friends on! 
lasted for a few moments; a hell of doul 
and uncertainty, a turmoil of unbelii 
swept over me, piercing all the sacre 
memories and images, tearing away ti 
shrine; of . religion and leaving me in tl) 
titter sea of oblivion. .< .a . ,-,-~
■; “ Tell me, then, .what is truth?



•'Truth,” said my- friend, -is of .gradual 
gj'6wth:!'i:Tho dawning of it iu'the mind 
depends upon 'the condition of the mind 
to receive it..; .You are nowin -despair; 
the light of; truth will come to you when 
you'recoveP your self-possession.’’ How 
w a sT 'to  recover ? I  saw persons around 
me seemingly as .:much in darkness as 
myself concerning the true meaning of 
salvation. They had not found that 
heaven1 they had expected to -be there. 
Many of them had been thoso whbm I 
had led to the way of salvation. Many 
were searching for the Redeemer; many 
were praying that their souls might not 
be lost by any effort or any deed of out
ward life. 1 • ; :i • ;>■'
; I commenced; to unteach them. I 

commenced to tell them that the blood 
of Christ was riot the redeeming grace;
I commencod to tell them that the power 
of the;atoning virtues'of Calvary was 
not; truei Then tlioy said*: “What is 
true?” :and the; darkness - that- settled 
upon niymind was deeper and deeper, 
until T-felt myself inadequate to cope 
with; any communion of any living be
ing. 'Exiled, self-bahished, I seemed to 
wander for u time in a'dreary waste that 
ivas made of ‘my own doubt :and disap
pointment, and then at last there came 
the consciousness of the words that I 
mve just uttered: “A new command- 
rierit I give unto you: that ye love one 
mother.” : The lifo of Christ came up 
)efore' me in, magnified beauty. The 
leath of Christ sank away into obscuri- 
y, as one of those sacrifices upon the 
dtar of truth. The life of Christ ill the 
hree years of liis ministration seemed
o Inc like a shining scroll handed down 
l'ora heaven, wherein I traced the very 
ecorded words spoken by him, with a

new and interpreted 'meaning, with a 
meaning- born seemingly of the' spirit; 
With the power aiid fervor of an added 
devotion I clung to each word in' mem
ory until I seemed to unravel its hidden 
mystery.' ‘ •'
. Then it was not tliê  death, it was not 

the power of sacrifice,- it was not tho 
redeeming grace of the atonement; but 
the life of Christ that was to teach the 
truth to mankind. No sooner had this 
thought dawned upon my mind than I 
became again aware of the presence of 
my benign friend and teacher.’ His 
message to me this time was: “The new 
life which your soul has found is the 
new gospel. Preach this to the spirits 
in prison.” ■ i- ; r- . ■ :

I 1 needed no admonition. Straight- 
way to all the souls that I saw around 
me, hesitating,- praying, some of them 
in-despair, some in doubt, some search
ing in vain for-the - Christ which they 
had followed,T' spoke the1 words which 
would unlock the prison doors of their 
understanding.1 What Were those words ? 
S6 simple that I wondered that, even in 
my earthly life; there was no angel hand 
to write them upon the tablets Of my 
understanding; so simple that I wonder 
now; hedged round by theological creeds* 
that ministers of the gospel do not read; 
It was this: “The redemption which 
Christ brought was the l'edemption1 of 
each individual 'soul: through: the awa
kening of that soul tb‘the spirit of truth, 
ond that spirit of ■ truth- constituted the 
salvation that he brouglit. ' In contra
distinction5 to the'law bf Moses,'it was 
the law of love; in contradistinction to 
the'liiw fOf hate: and justice, it- was the 
law oft mercy' and * of1 ijower; and ‘ so 
searching was his ministration upon thia



3 4

subject that it was not simply the fulfill; 
nig of the law, but that the mind aiid 
thought should be accurate, tlie spirit 
itself alive , and aware, and that ho re
pentance would suffice unless that i-ef 
pentance were accompanied by good

■ works. So distinct was the teaching'’of 
Christ from that .which hiict’1 preceded 
him, that which had been the doctrine 
of the sacrifice, of the shedding of. the 
innocent blood of doves and lambs' of 
the sacrificial ritnal among the Hebrews, 
that he gave the life of man,' the’ ego, 
tho individual spirit, tlie power of sal
vation, by its own comprehension of 
truth. Oh, then there came with ever- 
quickening speed, thought after thought 
of the. searching sentences/which , he 
hurled forth among Jew and Gentile, 
Scribe and Pharisee and Apostle, show
ing that their hearts must be changed 
ere the light of truth or of salvation 
could permeate, sh ow in g  that, not.only 
the fulfillment of the literal law was 
necessary,, but that, “Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s, goods; thou shalfc 
not desire the wrong to be done to thy 
neighbor; thou shalt not even th in k  
wrongfully.” These were the meanings 
of Christ’s words; and when the new 

. life and Christian thought pervaded me,
I then asked, for an.analysis of the error 
into which theology had fallen in adopt
ing the. external plan r of salvation in- 
stead of rlie sjnrituai.’’ ,

And was Christ, the son of God? 
Christ was the son of God,’the elder 
brother of mankind. _ In external form, 
lie was.man; in spirit, lie was the ex
pression of the Spirit of Truth through 
the form of man. How simple, then, 
and how strange and amazing the won
derful soph ism  of theology, which wove

around the’form of thiss'iihple Nazarej 
tlie wohdferfhl mystery‘of salvation,‘4 
miracle of' Christ’s"words’ t elling’ a sis 
plS  truth 'wluch 'cCiiistitnt’eM’ the1 'wlii 
life ofts a l v a t i o n . ,!i! 1,1 
K) Thfeii d  'cotiisciovsh eSs that' the ep6fi 
off'spiritual1 growth1 haVe> sometliingl 
do with the' 'appearaiiie of'these teaci 
ers and1 lMssiahs,’ dawn'ed upon' hie; & 
my life work seemed to me a’ fail* 
that which T hsul taught to the people 
tlie earth'"seemed tci me an error. I sat’ 
“Is ; tlierid • no’ Svay’that' T caif undo tli 
teaching?' All,'or nearly all thatbeliert 
’under my ministration wei!A' before i  
leonld teach them'at feast of this era 
Is there no Voic6 that can reach hums: 
ity?” ’ ‘'Wait,” said my monitor,’ "ml 
tlie' appointed time. Fulfill the nu 
that is here before you.” By humhy 
by thousands, by hundreds :of tliot 
ands, T taught. My voice or thon̂  
had power to penetrate all surround 
spheres of th o se  that 'were held in t! 
theological bondage, the bondage of ti 
outward salvatibn  of man’s soul tliroi? 
fear. I taught them of the love of G<>
I taught them of the love of trutl;: 
taught 'them of redemption througl), 
individual growth of the spirit; I t i j  
them that the power of ‘ salvatioii’if 
within' themselvbs ' and rested betw 
them and God ; that that Salvation met 
the outgrowing of all .that is nant 
and selfish, alul worldly and materi 
and the comprehijisiori' of ‘ all thal 
lovely, good, and beautiful. I bekf) 
as my' mind becariie more and more® 
mined, that the'sunlight 6f truth is 1 
ah everlasting central flame, round ifl 
sdnls m o v e ,' drawn near and neare! 
they become more and more awafef 
to’ its brightness, and that no conscus



ness ol fear. ,or terror, no appeal to the 
paltry, love .of individual salvation, will 
make the slightest impression (upon the 
immortal squlf;,; I, taught. tljem, to cease 
thinking of themselves, to cease to, caps 
■whether they,})'ere, individually. saysdor 
not,:tp;do,.that,.-,whicfy..was.and  
best,, to, consider, the ,rightregardless ,<]f 
consequences, j ,aqd. accept., .truth,, what
ever, it mightbi?, r,., ,-,ii

Out.of ,the, mists of their.,gtate and 
out of tjie.previous darkness of my own
I could, see, gradually, a, .brighter ( dawn 
awakeningj. As even in, the mountains, 
when the morning sun. shines with.splen
dor and, the glorious curtains of the day 
seem., to. drape .themselves around the 
mountain and, in, beautiful folds shape 
themselves to the dawning of , the light, 
so the mists of darkness, the fears, the 
thraldom, the,,terror,, rose from, the 
minds of those .whom I had,bound by 
theological, dogma, .and. shaped them
selves into pillared clouds, into arches 
of beauty above us, and. instead of the 
darkened atmosphere of doubt, they, be
gan to feel more. and more the light pf 
.truth. -,( t
.. The awakening of thesqulfrom the 
fear of death is‘.something. It is this 

, that Spiritualism is working in the world 
to-day; but. tlio awakening of the;s6ul 

, from the ,iear of hell is, a thousand times 
more, a .morning of creation.,’ Oh, I 
could say, so that the voice of, my spirit 
might be heard, through millions pf stars 
if needbe,. that there is no hell greater 
than that which men, have within their 

. ovra .sou?̂ ; .1 could.'shout,' so tlmt all 
.churches might tremble in tiieir fouu- 

► dations. and the. steeples might give 
; forth clamor greater than the'ringing of 
bells,.that there is no condemnation in

the world ,oi, infinite spirits greater than 
that which ‘conies, to the conscience of 
man when he is aware of his own short: 
comings. , Could you have seen mo in 
tho little time that,! wias in hell, in 'the 
hell of doubt, in the h ellof trouble-, 
and in[the.heH of darkness, concerning 
my' theological belief, ah, you would 
have coveted no ‘place,of,endless tor
ment for/.your en^niy, but | would b'ave 
said:, “Let him be’'as.that man is.w

External fire ?' '' Why,’ ’ the ' niartyrs 
have ehdured external flame.' It would 
consume' but the dross! But what is 
that flame that tho awakened' spirit feels 
when 'aware of each one of the imper
fections of. the niirid, that stand out, to 
the consciousness, in glaring colors of 
relief until they seem to fill the uni
verse, and until the eyes of God and 
the angels seem all intent with gazing 
upon'them; yet'they' do not gaze; only 
the soul of the individual spirit gazes, 
until by that sight and vision, the event, 
.the imperfection, is scourged away; un- 
_til by the lash of that flame of conscious
ness the imperfection is worn aind worn 
out, aud the soul resumes its former 
place and .the functions ' ‘of the spirit 
again flow on.

Oh, I have .seen hell. It is not the 
Gehenna, the liell-fire that Was' butside 
the gates of Jerusalem, into which male
factors were, plunged, and'which our 
Teacher and Master, referred to as a 

' spiritual symbol; it' is not tlio perpetual 
lake of fife that it wassupjwsed was 

^kindled for those who are to be eternal- 
' ly consumed'; .‘liut it is a perpetual law 
of right and wrong, into which, as into 
the gateway or pathway of the unerring 
Nemesis, the soul must enter some time 
011 its eternal journey. I may lib there
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to-day; you may be there to-morrow; 
our friend may be there some other day. 
The fires of that consuming law bum • 
and bum forever, until imperfection is 
scorched away. No soul remains in it 
forever, but the light of that, unquench* 
able flame remains; no literal flame, but 
the flame of the spirit, which , is more : 
subtle than the lightning shaft, and 
which itself feeds its own fires until the 
dross of the spirit is consumed.

I have seen heaven; but it is not the 
pictured image that rose before my mind 
when I taught the salvation of the re
deemed ; it is not the walled and girdled 
city,-set round with glowing gems, and 
set apart for those who were saved—for 
the few that were heirs to the salvation 
of Christ. I have seen heaven; but it 
was not the shining throne of dazzling 
light, nor the splendor of cherubim and 
seraphim, nor tho glory of the harps, 
nor the shining raiment of the redeem* 
ed; but it was the blessed, the beatified, 
the glorified state of the spirit and an
gelic soul, freed from all selfishness and 
all earthly stain, presiding and abiding 
in the midst of other kindred souls and 
moving through the starry firmament, 
with words of truth and thoughts of 
mercy. - ; • V.v ■■ ; ;.

Oli, take away the walls of your fabled ■' 
city, and; take the kingdom of heaven 
that Christ taught. Take away the New; 
Jerusalem as a literal thing, and sup
plant it’with the spiritual kingdom that 
is the abiding light of the soul. 1 have 
seen that; kingdom.upon earth; I  hav« 
bended over the minds of those upon’, 
earth, in , whom there was no fear of 
death, no terror of immortal punish-- 
ment,no selfishness nor pride, no earth-' 
ly allurement of ambition nor stain of

materiality, and I have seen that; like s 
steadfast flame or a shining star; ;thes< 
souls have burned in the night of., time 
though they spoke no word and gave ct 
token,! the angels in heayonabove kne* 
that they were there and that their ligh 
upon eartli; was a blessing and:a bene 
diction; : ; /..•!•*.« v*t 9

Oh, I was ashamed at the wordsl h&i 
spoken, of the voice that I had given t 
my thought, when I saw how silent! 
the; stars, of heaven do. perform thei 
work, and how majestically the sunligl 
shines;upon the earth, without sounc 
without other sigtrtSr token than' its ow 
resplendent rays; and> I thought; if 
were again upon earth I would find tl 
truth, and my voice would be the livin 
of that truth. I thought if I were agai 
upon earth that I  would express in ir 
own proper person and form the highe 
light that I  knew; and if then I gliou 
give voice to my thought it would; be 
voice of potency and power, great 
than that which stirs the human hea 
through fear and paltry terror, great 
than that which awakens, through syi 
patliy and the emotions, the love of 
truth that is only partial; greater th 
that which was wont to sway the mass 
beneath the ministration of my pow 
between sighs and groans and smi 
and tears and laughter, dragging; th< 
by force into the kingdom of lieav 
which had not been planted in tb 
souls. ■- :■■■■■ >'

Oh, no; the love which; Has come 
my spirit is as matchless, as surpossii 
ly fair, compared to that which I si 
posed to be the love of Christ, as * 
sun’s splendor is gorgeous compared 
yon pale moon, that not one half unvi 
its light to the earth; this night, 01
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the glory of tho firmament of the heav
ens surpasses that of the glow-worm be
neath; your, feet. : I  would preach the 
love of: God; I. would say that that love: 
chines down and through' to. every living • 
creature; I would say that the worm be-:l 
leath the sod iii the fulfillment of its; 
life is blent with the Infinite, and1, that: 
jvery Soul struggling upon the fastnesses 
jf. tim e an d  materiality, is .' moved un- 
■onsciouslyby that love, and swayed at 
ast, .in to  . the; starry spherethat is its 
lome, by what paths of suffering, through 
ivhat pain  a n d  torture, through what ex- 
Derienoes ot.earthly life, you each may 
mow; but it has come to me in the in-: 
lividual capacity of undoing that which 
[ had done wrongfully, to test the pow-: 
_>r of every spirit for somewhat of good, 
ind I know that no salvation were com-. 
plete that did not include :a way for ev- 
■rysoul. '■■■ •;

I am . told by the savants of science 
;liat if, out of the starry firmament, one 
itar were lost there would be a void in 
;he whole solar heavens. I am told that 
f an atom be annihilated, if the sub
stance out of which a single molecule is 
'ormed could be obliterated from the 
miverse, that one disappearance would 
eave a; void:in all created substances, 
ind' the • sister, atoms . of the universe 
vo.uld.moan because their destiny would 
)e, written: there. If a soul, were lost 
rom the great love of the Infinite, I  can 
;eo now — oh, why could I not see when.
[ was upon the, earth ? I can see now,
hat if one soul can escape from the In- ; 
inite love, no soul is sure of salvation; i 
bat if there be a pathway out of the 
iingdora of God into the kingdom of 
Witness that closes .when the sonl goes - 
lown.that pathway, it is the pathway'

that it is possible :for every soul to fol-t 
low, andino angel in 'heaven:is sure o f. 
eternal life, i; But if, as I now see, the' 
paths 'of- darkness,"devious, strange,. 
winding-, subterranean, as they may ap
pear,: of: crime, of sin, of wretchedness, 
of imperfection, of sensuality, : of all 
that is low and degrading, are but tran- : 
sient arid temporary, that they must ter- : 
ruinate, that there is an end;' and that 
the other end'leads to the light, then: 
the hope for every living creature; that 
trembles wpon that consciousness, awa- - 
kens a new life and a new dawn, more 
joyous than that of creation’s morning. : 
You could imagine if, out of space peo- - 
pled with stars, there sprang into birth, 
suddenly, another star, of perfect grace 
and power, awakening in response to the 
light, and giving forth its fructification 
and its bloom, its living beings and its 
crown of human < life, how the angels 
would irejoice over this birth and awa
kening planet. You can imagine if, out 
of dust; of; time and sense, the souls of 
men were disenthralled and redeemed, 
if, above the cloud which now divides 
them and separates them from the Infi
nite love, there was a morning dawn, . 
like that which would burst upon the • 
awakened star, how beautiful, how per
fect, how glad the universe would.be. 
And so I saw through the ages that may ; 
intervene, and the thousands of years : 
that may roll away,: each separate indi- , 
viduol soul, by some: subtle pathway of 
love, and some chain of life, drawn to 
that Infinite Spirit, and held forever by. 
the shining link, until, at last-it mounts 
to the morning light and is conscious of 
the new and awakened birth of the spirit. . 
And with thiis I say that the world may 
bo made to rejoice, may no longer be in ,
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sorrow anti fear, but may be aware .that- 
every spirit here incarcerated ill tlie dust, 
is as valuable in tlie sight of heaven;as 
tlie seraphim and cherubim, or glorified 
angels that are glad and free : and diseii-i 
thralled from time — and ■ this? is the 
truth that I would speak to you; thisiis 
the voice that I  would bring;1 this is the 
love of God' that I would enkindle; in 
your spirits. Instead of fear; instead of 
terror,'instead of any false"’sympathy or 
artificial power, I would say:: Your spirit,' 
y o u r s ,  is 'th e  individual soul > that God 
loves as well as any other soul; andthat 
no condition of time and sense can ‘do 
other than keep yon from a conscious-' 
ness of itj so long as the blindness lasts, 
the blindness: that is willful, the blind
ness that is' the result of circumstances, 
the blindness that is the- result of the 
organic condition of earthly life — this 
will endure for a space; the blindness 
of materialism, that sees the: creation 
but not the creator; the blindness, the 
terror, which sees salvation' but not the 
way of it; the blindness of death, which 
soes the gateway of outward' life:barred 
but does not see'the immortality that 
lies beyond it; the .blindness of envv, 
which sees the external .wealth ‘of the 
earth but does riot see the wealth:of: the 
spirit; the blindness of pride, which sees 
the outward man and is fond of external 
display but' does not knowWiat it is* a 
shadow and that the roal man is a dwarf :; 
the blindness of sensualism; whieh; sees 
material life and covets its pleasures but 
does not know that ■ each one of> these 
pleasures is a mist-woven around the 
spirit, a chain keeping it in: bondage,: a 
tliralldom and a shackle from;wliicli it 
must arise and awaken. .: ;.. v:.- ,

Oh! souls, come out of your prisons.

There -is-no narrow pathway, of ere; 
that you;must tread;.-thereis no torril 
gulf dividing you .from-the Infinite Ic? 
and .the,'Infinite,mercy.- Come_put,; 
your prison; have no fear. It; is not 1 
this ;or; that- pathway, that, .you are to,| 
savody but only to , opens your, eyes 
see, wherti the sunlight, of God has b$ 
shining, upon you, a ll; the /:while, jeyj 
while you ;were in the midst of darklK 
and in- the ,prison of doubt and tern, 
trl would go to the jails, tlie penite 
tiaries, the dark plaees of the earth* a 
Lwould .say, It is; not,the fear of G< 
itis-not the place where, your soul v 
enter when you pass through the chan 
called death, it is not because yon ha 
sinned,-it is: not because you differ fn 
any liuman. being; but if there be 
prison within the soul, let us burst tl 
prison wall by the power of love; an 
will find: that:love.: It will not be 
pointing to the terrors that lie beyoi 
it will not be, by saying, In another 
stant you will be in hell; but I  .will e 
YoU-have a. mother; she is in hear 
the light,,of her. eyes now beam «i 
you, the love that was in her soul is r 
yourS; that love is but a flickering, I 
ble flame—-enduring always—compa 
to the love of the angels, and the I 
nite- Spirit that holds you forever 
charge.,-);Enter fearlessly the gatewa; 
death;, it. takes nothing from you it 
life can give. Enter fearlessly the pi 
way of ; the tomb, for it restores m 
that lifeiinay have robbed you of.
: I  would say this to the. convict, 
murderer; i the condemned, the out 
souls... To, the respected and respe 
ble Christian man I would say, Not 
hope of heaven that you are sure aw 
you; not freedom from the tortures 1
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;ou believe is yours; not immunity froni 
hiit hell-fire which'you foiuid your creed,* 
-our faith; has saved you from but eon-, 
ido'f'thftfcithe selfishness of' individual 
ilvation leaves all (others' who - are not 
ai-ed, your victims.- ■ Remember, tliat̂  
f i you have found > the' way o f;salvition 
,'Irich they may n6t'fiiid,your heaven is  
wall of‘selfishness and-a prison'vault' 
f thte" soul.> ; Do not fear the hell which 
o u r  religion j teaches' you,- and t o h i o h / ' I  

wight. ; Do not covet the heaven that 
ou feel sure’ is yours; but rather forget 
ourself, and remember that time' and 
t e r n i t y  are a great 'sea'Of life-, and’all 
;ho sire afloat' upon that sea -are within 
lie  "region - Of 'God’s ' eternal) love; rind 
hen, h<nv narrow;' how small aiid do- 
armed is' that way of salvation that is 
nly for the individual m e. < < i.:L'; - •
Oh, let us have none of it ; ‘but rather 

hrough the love of that God that abides 
ver all, let its find, by loving one an
ther,'the kingdom of heaven which 
Jlirist taught, who gave to his disciples 
o'othter treasure to* keep, no other 
lemory to hoard, no other gem of life
o maiiltain, than this one’command- 
lent and’; the golden rule that forms 
ie golden circlet of liis memory; who 
ave theirs no1 other creed, no law,;no 
itechism!, no - church, nof organization;
o priesthood, but only the binding cir- 
lerbf' that perfect life that was to enter 
ieir lives, and the promise of that per- 
■Ct truth which was to come when the 
omforter should appear; Oh,’ let tis 
fear 1 the'* footsteps of the Comforter 
utside the prison-doors of life, outside 
te 'narrow gateway of' salvation, outside 
le selfishness and self-interest of man- 
ind—the words', of that Truth-Teller 
lat probes every heart, finds out its se-

cret:springs, points out the way of its 
growth; :reveals all tilings, and sets man
kind before their Creator in the proper 
Order of their: spiritual existence. Not 
Christ the finality,-but Christ the Truth- 
Teller; who! came to promise a greater 
than: he; who came to reveal to man the 
way of individual growth, and'the Com
forter who should adjust-them to the 
harmony of; that growth, i ;

And'now-from the position which I  
occupy; even dimly as my eyes yet:be
hold, I  see itlie glory of that light that 
is: dawning-upon‘the .world; I see the 
sotting sun of those despotisms of faith 
that have bound in darkness the souls of 
men; I see the advent of another morn
ing dawn ; I hear tho footsteps, I  behold 
upon the mountain-tops of life the ris
ing rays; I see.- the messengers, like 
clouds of glory and beauty, hovering 
the eastern sky;, 1 ; behold the light of 
that truth that is to come to every heart. 
It finds out ■ your sorrow, it seeks out 
your need, it gives to you the interpre
tation of truth, it makes itself/like air 
and sunshine, tho property of all; and 
with speed of swift-winged thought, with 
knowledge, aspiration, and prayer, we 
will all work for the day of that salva
tion, the salvation that shall make human 
beings i forget themselves and only re- 
member j the anguish,; the sorrow, the 
misery of their fellow-beings. ■ We will 
pray for : that salvation that shall seek 
no longer the, kingdom of heaven for 
the m e, but .shall let that kingdom grow 
by the word, the thought, the deed, that 
fills the life and paves the pathway to 
eternity;- and I would follow' along the 
trail of fear which awakens in any mind 
a thought of religion, with the bright 
banner of love, and say: It is false; you
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are not saved by any ministration.-of. ? is.-the; redeeming power of the world,; 
terror, and no sacrifice of: a benighted tj the fsuu is tho redeeming power of a 
age makes men heirs to salvation; but ,\'ture, and)01iiist.;is thet* voie6 of tnj 
that which is to be crucified is the out- that heralds in the advent of the ne 
ward man or woman within you, and that.;;,. ̂ Messiah, when.; there-shall be no moi 
which is to be saved is the spirit of life fear-and 710 more .death, but when) 
that shall grow, and with this light we j shall wipe;all-,tears from your eyes. U 
shall know that, enfolding'all with,a > der,this loYe,we ,will wprk and wait ft 
blessed mantle of love, the love of God;; ever.;

THE GROWTH OF THE FLOWERS.

When the earth was yet silent and cold,
And snow-covered were all the bowers,’’ ■'
There went forth a spirit from heaven, 1 
Holding the souls'of the flower ;̂
Flowers that had grown in the heavens,
In the far and immortal bowers.

Oh, the air was alive1 with;their Syingmg,
And the flowers made1 faint’̂ vi£li perfume,
All the breath of the yoiihg Spring yet flinging
These flowers to the earthy
There came' as yet no response, and no. birth,
For the snow still lay silent and whitely,
And covered the earth o’er below.
The angels flew past all the white fields,
Flew past all the gardens so low,
And said: “The earth surely ne’er yields,flowers, 
There is darkness and mold,:
And silence and whiteness and cold.”

At the last they: came where a mother.
Was weeping her dead child above, r 
Was weeping as though her fond love;
Could ne’er find for its place here another;:
A mother whose bright child was dead;



lA tul-'the flowei'S w ithout, ;
A n d lie r d ie a r t  was .as' cold, a s -t lie  ground, - 

. Wh£re no'flow ers' o f'beauty^ w erfcibn rid /.
; i,: . : !-£< ;•" .i

And the-angfeW saidr^Cold is the earth,
]!ut .sorrow is colder b e l o w ; ' ' !
We will sow'•'there rai’seed, arid itS’birth :
1tfay awaken sOine sp rin g -tim e / som e glow  
Of th e  hop e and th e  life that is  lost, ' 
W hich  th e  m other in  sorrow c a n ’t kn ow .”

So, when she was weeping above
The fair child that her mind had named dead,
They dropped there a flower of love;
And out of the cold winter bed 
They laid ,his young form .th r̂e asleep,.
And tlie mother her-vigils'did keep;"

But, lo! when,the. spring-time, had burst,
And the flowers came forth in the > sod,
A love, new and rare as the first,
Came out of her heart unto,God.

A thought that her child was not dead,
That out of the Spring, and the bloom,
That richness of life had .not fled, ,
That lie wakened and lived o’er the tomb,

Oh, flower of love, planted liere,
In the midst of this darkness and strife,
And watered with many'a. tear,
Blossom out to the glory of (life.

Then they sped far away, where the sOul, ;
In deep sorrow and darkness, liad led 
Paths of crime, and with - inconstant control 
All the light of-'the soul thence had sped, ‘ 
And the beauty had gone, and no light 
Beamed forth,'for: the joy:was'all dead, v--! 
And crime after .crime stained tlie lutud,:
And sin after sin stained the soul, -- ; ' 
Until girded^with’a-fiery, band xc-i rr .a  
Seemed the spirit in its; dark.'control. ’

i &
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“Oh, no flowers will g row  here,” they saicl;
Bat they planted a seed all the same,
And they left it there, seemingly dead, 
Consumed by dull passion’s flame;
When at last, stung by m adness, despair,
Driven to darkness, tliere came a bright word, • 
As though from the clear morning air 
The sound of a sky-lark were heard,
The tone of the mother's fond voice,
As heard in th e  d a ys lo n g  g o n e  by,
Calling dimly for the spirit’s young joys,
And asking the life of her boy.

Oh, up from th e  ashes and dust,
F rom  the bitterness and the dull flame,
There came up the flower of pure Trust,
And its whiteness was like a sweet name •
Of prayer, heard in heaven above,
E ven  lik e  the w h ite  lily of love.

And thus, and thus, ever they bring 
Angels’ brigh t d o w ers to  sew in  y o u r  w a y ;
Not those of earth’s garlands they fling,
But flowers of hope, while you pray.

While you wander here in the dark night,
They silently drop down a seed,
And at last it springs, forth to the light,
And awakens in beauty and deed;
And lo, the bright flowers of love 
Are k in d led  in  heaven above.
Fair lilies of light, bend your bells,
Chime over the hearts here to-night,
Plant seeds in the dews of your souls,
Until all spirits, spotless and w hite,
Shall blossom beneath heaven’s controls.
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THE I NVOCATI ON.
. S cpeemest S ource of life and light, 
ur Father and our Mother God, Thou 
Jivine Parent, Thou Perfect Soul; even 
s to a central sun of light, even as to a 
plendor set in tho midst of life eter- 
mlly, do we turn to Thee, as souls, 
iko smallest satellites, revolving round 
Chy being unknowing Thee, yet con
scious of Thine all-pervading power, 
31i, Thou Light within all light, Thou 
Sphere ensphered in all of beauty and 
loveliness, Thou Divine Beatitude, Thou 
Perfect Life, whatsoever we adore, that 
is Thine; whatsoever truth we know, 
that is from Thee; whatever of wisdom 
or knowledge or excellence is ours, Thy 
spirit, shining in and through us, is its 
source of being. Is there an angel in 
the upper heaven, Thy light illumines 
that angel. Is there a spirit of joy, 
transformed and transfigured, beyond 
death and time, Thy life pervades that 
spirit and Thy soul is the unspeakable 
Bourco of that joy. Is there in human 
breast thought of immortality, of good
liness, of loving kindness or charity, 
Thy light transfigures the dust, Thy life 
penetrates tlie darkness of outward be
ing, and shines through the senses, illu
mining the bâ e and void of time.

Oh, Thou Supernal Flame, kindle, as 
on the sacred shrine of old, the light of

Thy surpassing glory, and even as tl 
master minds, prophets, seers, and : 
iors, have risen by Thy power to it 
Thy truth to man, so be there in 
present the signs and tokens of surf 
ing souls who have vanquished t 
who live above the outward senses, 
who know Thy life becauso they fei 
pulsation within; and even those it 
uttermost darkness, even those tha 
in despair and sorrow, even those 
fear death and who see not the lift 
yond — may these be penetrated v  
lofty flame, until their minds sha 
kindled with immortal hopes and p; 
ecies, until they shall know tho lift 
survives njl death; and those who 
ble on the verge of time lest et< 
shall engulf them in oblivion — let 
remember that whatsoever is fitti 
the universe survives, and that the 
dors of tho soid cannot bo extingui 
’tis only night that perishes, only 
ness and sin and  infirmity that 
but the knowledge of Thy spirit 
and Thy love remains forever, au 
truth forever the same. A n d t! 
we turn to Thee, through hope an 
and immortality, conscious of o 
ance to Thee, and that Thou i 
God.



THE ’LECTURE;
Tho subject to-night, as announced, is 

The Transition of Souls, including the 
'heory of Metempsychosis, the Theory 
f Transmigration of Souls as Taught 
y Pythagoras, Plato, and others; to- 
ether ■with a Hint at the True Theory 
loncerning the Progress of the Soiil 
rom one State of Being to Another.” 
tn explaining tho subject, or even ap- 

roaching it, the human mind must take 
ito consideration two things: first, that 
be soul itself, as an essence, possesses 
owers, abilities, and destinies that are 
eyond matter; secondly, that in every 
rue theory concerning the immortality 
f the soul there must be an essential 
lasis for that theory, as there is for tho 
resent system of astronomy, as there 
j for geology, as there is for any of the 
:nown sciences.
The theory of Metempsychosis, briefly 

tated, as entertained by the ancients, 
nd as even now believed in by a large 
ody of the religious devotees in the 
)rient, is that the soul passes from hu- 
lan life, if perfect, into the region of 
eity; if imperfect, that the soul returns 
gain, taking on outward form, whether 
f lower animals, as a form of punish- 
lent, or of human beings, as a form .of 
irtlier experience and work on earth. 
You will remember that this theory is 

^perfectly stated in all the records that 
re handed down to you from the reli- 
ions of the East, but it is believed in 
y tho Brahmins, who entertain various

ideas concerning tho re-appearance of 
man upon earth, though chiefly they be
lieve in it as a matter of punishment. It 
was believed in by tho Brahmins con
cerning their deities, for when Buddha 
came among them it was not only be
lieved that ho had appeared before in 
the form of a deiftc messenger, but that 
he would again appear as the same spirit 
in different forms. It was believed in 
by those who taught religion at the time 
of Zoroaster, and by Zoroaster himself, 
who considered the recurrence of tho. 
soul’s existence upon earth as incidental 
to its advancement, and that it was rath
er a form of punishment than any pro
motion of the spirit in its outward 
growth; while Pythagoras distinctly 
taught the re-incarnation of the same 
spirit in many different forms, and af
firmed that he himself had lived previ
ously and taught, mentioning the philos
opher whom he supposed himself to have 
been.'

Now, the theories of Pythagoras upon 
most matters of science wero, for his 
day and time, correct. His mathemati
cal propositions are not controvertible 
to-day, and in the light of that scientific 
period he must have had some strong 
basis for this philosophy, other than that 
which is apparent in the records of su
perstition of a traditional period.

Socrates taught the immortality of the 
soul, but he not only taught a future but 
a past immortality, the reminiscences of
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which but vaguely wore shadowed ih tho 
outward life, but which ho contended 
the spirit could comprehend when freed 
from the outward surroundings; while 
Plato, in his sublime Cosmos, relates the 
soul in its advancement as bearing some 
resemblance to ‘tho heavenly bodies, 
passing through one order of being'after 
another, but never losing its divine es
sence, and never losing its duality, or 
tho consciousness of that duality within 
itself. .......

That this was believed proportionate
ly among the Hebrews is recognizable 
from the fact that they expected Elias 
to appear again, and that when their 
prophets came they were uncertain 
whether they were now messengers or a 
ro-appearance of preceding messengers, 
showing that even the Children of Is
rael, whether they borrowed it from the 
Orient or whether it was inherent in 
their religion, believed something of 
this kind; while you all distinctly re
member that when John appeared, an
nouncing the coming of Christ, they 
asked Christ whether this was the one 
that was to appear—Elias, or whether 
it was a new prophet, arid that he ans
wered somewhat vaguelybut finally 
said, “Elias has already come;” meaning 
John. The word' “Elias” of course 
would be construed to mean a prophet, 
or seer, or man of the Lord; but under 
the circumstances tho indication is that 
it shows a prevailing belief in the re
currence, at least, of prophets after they 
had once appeared upon earth.

Handed down through various inter
polations, it was left, however, for the 
Christians, and indeed for the Hebraic 
religion, in some measure to blot out the 
evidences that had existed in the Orient

concerning this singular theory, 
even among the Grecians and lit 
the' appearance/ of gods or dem 
upon earth,: in the form of men, t 
unusual; these appeared many 
while many of their teachers ren 
lie red in the recurrent periods 
man life!- - ' ;

Christ coming again1 as the M 
his revelations of the soul, conc 
its previous and its future existen< 
his thought concerning the exist 
his own spirit with Deity forev 
fact that angelic beings are supp 
be persons or beings that have 
inhabited human bodies, the fa 
orders of spiritual intelligences s 
posed to exist that have not ta 
human form — all these point t 
existence of soul outside of and 
matter, which tho present tho 
this age has not reached.

In Europe there is a prevai 
nomination or sect, called “ Spi 
as distinguished from Spiritual^ 
under the teaching of Allan 
have revived the old idea of me 
chosis, or transmigration of so 
given, in elaborate forms of 1 
and instruction, purporting to c< 
portionately from departed spi 
partially from the records of 
giving an exact account of the li 
soul, its antecedent immortalit; 
istence here, and its existence 
death; while poets in every i 
dreamed, over and over again, 
existent life on some distant j. 
some other world, and with rei 
ces as vague and dim as poeti 
may be, but still with the ovei 

-ing and over-brooding conscio 
somewhat of a spirit of truth;
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rev has .aspired to an immortality be- 
oud death lias boon at the same time 
mfronteil with the proposition: Where 
id,the soul exist before this life? If 
itsre is a beginning of spiritual exist- 
ico,inay there not be:an ending of it, 
no, and huvo we any right to predicate 
imortality upon the mere beginning of 
iternal existence in this planet? - 
These propositions aro not ours; we 
ive not created them nor the history 
Inch contains them., They .bear tho 
m e relationship to modern thought 
at ancient astrology did to astronomy, 
liioh, so. far as the points of observa- 
m would allow, was correct. They bear 
e same relation to modem thought that 
icient alchemy did to chemistry, the 
chemy solving many of the problems 
at, chemistry lias failed to solve. They 
sar the same relationship to modern 
ought that the ancient systems of 
iming boar, all the time being sub- 
;ted to the criticism and light of mod- 
a science,1 yet all the time remaining 
lanswered, as problems that meet eve- 
hnmau spirit in its pathway to a cor- 
?t knowledge of that which lies be
nd.
It is not our purpose to determine 
is problem for, any human being. It 
simply our purpose to state, as fairly 
d conscientiously as possible, the the- 
? as believed in by such minds as Py- 
igoros, • Socrates, Plato,- Confucius, 
d others, and rb now believed in by 
tny thousands of persons who arefnr- 
3r enlightened concerning tho subject 
future existence. This statement will 
in our. own language, but it, wili also 

W the scrutiny and close examination 
.beingcompiled i. from these, ancient 
thci re*;  V : ■ -“  . • -  . ; •'

The theory is, that the human soid 
here in its external form is not tho cen
ter. of, being. If yon were to measure 
the heavenly bodies with reference to 
the earth being the center, you would 
fall into the samo error that the ancients 
did, supposing the sun to be one of the 
planets revolving around the earth, in
stead of being the center,

Now, to suppose that human life, m  
far as it exists upon the earth’s surface, 
is the beginning of all life is as errone
ous as to suppose that the forest tree, 
which you discover for the first time, hag- 
had no previous existence, or that the 
planet, which astronomy has lor the first 
time discovered by: the telescope, did 
not exist there until the telescope was 
made. The .child i3 prone to believe 
that the world could not have existed 
before he or she was born; since every
thing appears so strange and new to the

■ child, it could not .have existed before. 
You have all heard the . instance of tho 
little child gazing out at the window of 
an evening, having, been told.that God 
had made the stars; and just above the 
horizon, after, the sun had set, the child 
seeing the luminous star of evening, ex
claimed: (“Mama, oh, mama, God has 
made a, star!” To the mind of the child 
this was, a ■ creation, and there was no 
contemplation or comprehension of the 
fact that thousands of millions of ages 
ago .that star was a planet and moved in 

. its place around the sun, even as then.
, , ; So, from the infancy of external life 

human beings judge that, not only the 
.earth .but the. heavenly bodies and all 
future existence and all means of s a lv a 

tion must have been made expressly for 
..them*-,If there be a God in heaven He 

was made -; expressly for, this earth. If
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there be a Christ, the Savior of man
kind, he was a Christ created esjjocially 
lor this earth. If there be heavenly 
messengers, angelic beings, and minis
tering spirits, they are all regulated with 
reference to this planet; and everything 
centers around this one speck Of dust, 
which, compared to the infinite number 
of worlds, is as an atom.

The science of astronomy alone would 
load a man to more humility concerning 
the arrangement of the spiritual king
dom, since the arrangement of the tem
poral kingdom seems to leave the earth 
only its appointed jilace, and to say that 
it shall constitute only a portion of the 
heavenly bodies, many of which out
number in size the earth by the magni
tude of thousands and hundreds of thou
sands. Shall we, then, in treating of 
the spiritual kingdom, suppose that the 
mere point of time which any human 
being chances to live upou the earth, or 
by the order of existenco is born here, 
constitutes the beginning of that vital 
spark that must have been infinite ?

Tho atoms tell their own story. They 
say to the man of science: “We havo 
not been created; from the infinite past 
we have been molded and shaped; even 
ivhen chaos seemed to abide we were 
there in element, waiting for the great 
edict of creative life that was to shape 
us into form.” The rocks and trees tell 
their own story. As mutable as the 
things of earth seem, the substances out 
of which they have been fashioned aro 
known to have existed ages agoiie, and 
even the rock itself might abide u thou
sand years and the tree as inany years. : 
Yon make no account of tho existenco 
prior to the time that you observe the 
forms of life upon the earth’s surface.

If you see a grain of wheat spring up' 
a single season, and gather the han> 
you think all of its growth • has Ka 
within that given time; you forget fl 
countless' thousands of years, when 
the atoms of the earth have been mo] 
ed and triturated, organized and re-i 
ganized, again and again, to prepare! 
soil for that grain of wheat, and hi 
every atom contained within that gij 
has existed in some form of life h  
time immemorial, and that all forms 
life, changeful as they are in outvi 
expression, contain the element of esi 
ence that is in itself eternal.

Now, spirit is either an element tl 
is uncreated, or it is less than the d 
beneath your feet. The thought of m 
which contemplates immortality, ini 
ures tho stars, calls them by their nan 
analyzes the dust and discovers the i 

' rncnts of which it is fashioned, t 
thought is either uncreated in its 01 
nal powers, or- it is less than then 
stances which it analyzes and inve 
gates. God, you say, is eternal; froi 
past eternity He has abode in the ini 
most life of the spirit, working in i 
through all substances. The soti 
man, liko unto God — has that b 
fashioned, has that been created, is I 
made of dust? Then shall it not 
back to dust, and if it be not mad< 
dust, if the inevitable essence wl 
constitutes the y o u  and the m e, has 
ways existed, must it not have exii

1 so m ew h ere , and is not this life, this] 
life, as grent and wonderful and poi 
ful a mystery as any future life can

The astronomer,' through tiie ail 
mathematics, oaii, if you give him as 
of the eireli*'described by a planet ( 
comet iu its-‘revolution, tell you’
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■whole orbit of that revolution. Now, 
the ancients believed tliat souls move in 
cycles, and that tho orbit of their revo
lution is as, readily determined by one 
skilled in the knowledge of spiritual 
science as the orbit of a planet is deter
mined by one skilled in astronomical 
science. The ancients believed tbat the 
Deity was the innermost or central pow
er, that around tlie Deity lesser liglits, 
possessing the same attributes, the same 
powers and properties in degree, revolve 
Dr move, like lesser planets; that even 
more remote than these smaller planets 
were satellites, like most distant moons, 
revolving sometimes around these other 
planets as their light centers, and some
times as around their central sun, mov
ing on through space;,and it was the 
theory of Plato that always groups of 
souls in tho gradation, of their spiritual 
growth moved on harmoniously through 
the heavens, and if there were a world 
in their pathway, or a planet, that it be
came the momentary resting place for 
;he soul in its immortal pilgrimage.

If you will contemplate tho magnitude 
>f life, you will certainly be astonished 
should you suppose that the earth with 
ts small preparation can fit any one of 
rou for an eternity that is simply spirit- 
lal; and you all remember that you have 
bought, if you havo passed beyond the 
niddle years of life, “Oh, if I had but 
mother chance; if I could live my life 
>ver again; if I could grapple with life 
mother time, I am sure that I would win 
he victory, and that my soul would be 
riumphant.” Is there, in the economy 
>f nature,: no other . chance? Is this 
lecond time denied to the sold, merely 
>ecause it is the edict of modern thought 
hat you do not live again in, the dust?

Is there any power to determine why 
you may not as well live hero as herenf- 
ter, and if the spiritual life shall be the 
stepping-stone to that still more inter
nal life beyond, may it not be necessary 
before that spiritual life is fully obtain
ed that you shall, in some other world, 
if not in this, understand its methods, 
comprehend its laws, grapple its possi
bilities, and solve its problems?

It is a theory of religious and moral 
life that man’s experience here is to de
termine his future state of happiness or 
misery. Then, does every soul begin 
the race evenly ? Does the one that is 
in poverty, in beggary, in misery, have 
an equal chance with him who is sur
rounded by every luxury; and aro there 
those in obscurity who have had equal 
opportunities with those who are in em
inence, and v ic e  v ersa ?  Is not the rec
ord of crime to be traced from some be
ginning that is inadequate; and is not 
the record of goodness to be likewise 
traced; and shallwe judge men by their 
lives here, when their average begin
nings are not equal? Who determines 
the standard of the soul, when it starts 
out on its career of human life ? Who 
is to judge of the qualities inherent 
within the infantile spirit, before the 
body is yet the fitting expression of that 
soul? And if, as theologians contend, 
man is prone to wickedness and is in
nately sinful, and must experience re
generation before he can be saved, how 
worse than partial is the commencement 
of human life, and how infinite must be 
the straggle in some casos to even reach 
a conception of the, salvation which is 
promised!.
, if,human.life,.,as.averaged by the 
comprehension of humau.beings, be the
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only opportunity for preparation for the 
future life, then human life itself is a 
failure. The oblivion of the one who 
believes in annihilation might better be 
substituted, since that leaves all men 
equal. ;•

The Spiritualist believes that in the 
future state, that lies beyond death, there 
is an opportunity for advancem en t and 
improvement. So far so good; but in 
that future state as here, the commence
ment is very varied, and some souls 
must far outstrip others in the infinite 
race, and-the eternal heights must be 
scaled by some of thoso that have so far 
the advance here.

The beginnings of human existence 
on earth are the test of this theory. Mo
zart, when a child, understood the thirds 
and fifths of music; a gray-haired sire 
■within this audience may not know a 
single sound, Where did his spirit or 
mind learn this? Oh, it was hereditary. 
No such thing. There was no especial 
transmission of musical talent there; 
and the geniuses of the world, includ
ing tho great thinkers, have sprung from 
conditions where it was not possible that 
their talents should have been transmit
ted. Then the spirit of that child was 
taught before. Who can presume to 
suppose that some children do not know 
with the first glimmering of-expression 
of intelligence more than others after 
ten or fifteen years? The little child 
who said that she remembered that she 
was in heaven and was playing with the 
angels there, and wished to return, is 
but one o f  many instances that, if re
corded, would confirm the idea that 
children recognize some existence out-., 
side of and prior to this life. r:

The dullness; of external substance,

the matter which surrounds you, the 
terrial senses which enclose you, prohibii 
what is termed memory. But ifmomth 
ry were essential, then very few hum® 
beings would attain any great degree ol 
knowledge or immortality, for out of ail 
the things that you experience in yom 
whole life you could not recall, upon 
effort, ■ more than one hundred thing), 
and perhaps . even fewer. The eventi 
that take a strong hold upon the mind 
at the time, are sometimes remembered 
many years after; but in the majority ol 
instances the wheel of thought passei 
around, leaving the greater portion cj 
your lives in obscurity, and only leavmj 
the gathered results to the mind.

One argument against the theory a 
Pythagoras and Plato is, that the mint 
has no recollection of a pro-oxistence 
What is the standard of recollection! 
Some of the most distinguished mind 
of history have said they do remembei 
poets say they have glimpses of this re 
collection, and prophets distinctly de 
claro it. The average human being 
are not musicians; the average humai 
beings are not geniuses of any kind, am 
if  you would have as a standard for th 
existence of geniuses of music, the fac 
that all the world must be musician! 
then there never have been any musi 
cians, for all the world are not musician! 
If you would prove the existence of po 
ets by the fact that all human being 
must be poets, then you would have n 
poets in times past; and the great me 
in every age could be wiped out by tli 
same standard of reasoning,

A sufficient number of'human being 
have declared that they did remembei 
or had glimpses of remembrance, f 
prove this subject worthy of consider!
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tion;' and those persons were neither 
monomaniacs, lunatics, nor addicted to 
u x j ■ cspocial: form of superstition, but 
stated  their convictions aa intelligently 
*nd dearly upon this subject na upon 
an j  other; while all persons of every 
elafls of existenco have a vague con- 
icioosnees, eomo time during their lives, 
of ■ having visited a, place previously, 
•which they for the first time visit; of 
seeing » face-which they are sure they 
must have seen before, yet which they 
have mo recollection of .ever having seen 
in tho mortal body. And so through all 
touv lives, if you count the events of 
those periods wherein some strange oo-; 
•urrenee or recollection recalls some dim 
reminiscence, you will find that, if en
couraged, this thought will gradually 
increase and, like intuition of tho future, 
■will at last force upon you a vision of 
the past. .. .

Mathematically, the thought of pre- 
existence must go hand in hand with the 
thox^ht of existenco hereafter. A cir
cle is not complete without the whole, 
trad a line that is infinite in duration 
must be infinite in the past as in the fu- 
toe. Whosoever hopes for immortali-. 
ty, whether he remembers the past or 
not, whether his life is as a dream or 
otherwise, must consider that, in some 
[orm of existence, spirit or angel, demi
god or God himself, the germ of the 
wral of man must have lived, must have 
thought, must have moved through some 
ntermediate order of substance before 
■eaching this earth; and that this is but
i small portion of the great arc of that 
jternsJ circle that determines the life of 
he spirit. • V ■,

It matters not, so far as the truth is 
onoerned, whether- this theory is agree-,

able or otherwise. You'will recollect, 
perhaps, tho expression of some persons 
concerning the communication with the 
dead: “Oh, I could not possibly believ# 
in it—that the dead could oome back 
and talk to us.” The idea fills them 
with horror, and yet, gradually as the 
message conies from the departed owe 
across the supposed chasm of death, th* 
eyes brighten and the heart grows light
er with the consciousness of that fatuM 
state; and shall not man, who is prone 
to judge merely from the outward sen
ses, become brighter and more self-lu
minous if he considers that he is not 
born from tho clod but really emanated 
from that same immortality wheuce lu» 
is going? And does it not confirm all, 
the sacred traditions and thoughts of 
religion, whioh say that the soul goes on 
to God from whence it came, and boldly 
declare that the spirit of man comes 
from God, and must return to Him? 
What is this returning, if it be not a 
baptism into the inner spirit?

If you pass around the brow of a 
mountain; there will bo a portion of the 
time when your preceding pathway will , 
be obBcured, but when you come to an
other part, where there is a similar view 
although it is a higher range, you will: 
observe the same scone that you beheld 
before, only with an added range of vis
ion. May you not now be on that por-* 
tion of the mountain where you cannot 
see the best pathway? May your mem
ories not bo clouded by external sur
roundings instead of by the spirit; and 
will there not come a time in passing' 
round the cycle of existence when you 
shall again revert -to those scenes, and 
understand the pathway through whicV 
you have passed'-in sOul, that Ls now
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dim to tho outwaril understanding? The 
memory of human life is but a memory 
of outward events, caused by a recur
rence of similar events; and many per
sons forget altogether things that hap
pen in life, until reminded of them by 
something similar. So it is 'with the 
retrospect of tho soul. If you experi
ence nothing here similar to your previ
ous experience, yon will not remember 
it; but if yon experience something that 
reminds you of the past experience, 
there will be a vague haunting memory 
that you cannot drive away from you, of 
some previous experience, similar in 
kind. This chiefly comes in exalted 
states of religion, of love, of poetic ecs
tasy, of inspiration, of music, or some 
fervor that removes mankind above and 
beyond the mere temporal life. But 
that it does come and that tlieso periods 
of ecstasy are alike a visitation from the 
past and a prophecy of the future, all 
who understand the experiences of the 
80ul -will understand and comprehend; 
but those who do-not, will consider, of 
course, that it is a mere, chimera of the 
past, and that those who believed in tlio 
theory were addicted to superstition, 
reverting simply to the external tradi
tions instead of the spiritual for their 
support and sustenance; while, of course, 
science herself will declare that it . is 
preposterous, and that for a man to oc
cupy again a physical form,is undoubt
edly impossible, while with tho same in
consistency that science ever treats sub
jects of this kind, she declares that again 
and again the same molecule and atom, 
the same substances of outward life, can 
be molded and shaped into form and 
retain the properties which they previ
ously took on in the configuration' of

o t h e r  forms; but for man there is not 
even this immortality in science, bo  de
termined is she that the spirit shall be 
annihilated. - ..

The objections to this theory are 
briefly stated. First, to the external 
mind merely, it seems as though one 
lost his identity. What is your identi
ty? If it consists of the clothing that 
you wear, you lose that when the cloth
ing is worn out. If it consists of the 
house in which you dwell, you lose that 
if you move to another edifice. If it 
consists of tho body which you wear, 
you lose that at death. If it consists ol 
any especial technical order of mind, 
that is liable to change, for men change 
their opinions every day, and you are 
not the same Smith that you were twen
ty years ago, for you may have experi
enced an entire chauge in politics, ii 
religion and morals. If you were, i 
young m an o l the world, addicted tt 
external proclivities, and have since he 
come sober, serious, aud prone to mo 
rality; if you believed in no roligioi 
and since that time have experience 
religion, and if you were intellectual] 
imperfect, and have since that time sun 
moned study to your aid, your forme 
friends would scarcely recognize yot 
and yet, there is inside of you the san 
spirit. The bodies which you have th; 
you so tenaciously cling to, are not tl 
same bodies; every seven years thi 
undergo au dntire transformation, ai 
science declares that there is not oi 
atom that composes tho present.strt 
ture which was there seven years ago.

What is it, then, that constitutes.t 
identity ? Evidently not tho atoms 

:: matter; .evidently-not the opinions, 1 
those undergo a change; aud rarely i



human being in passing through life re
tains the same impressions concerning 
any external subject, or concerning any 
proposition of philosophy or theology. 
He who declares that he lias lived fifty 
years and lias not changed his mind on 
any subject is certainly considered a 
fossil. If the identity, then, consists of 
mere opinions which are liable to change, 
of course you will lose your identity ev
ery time you change your opinion; but 
if, behind those opinions, which are 
comparatively external, there is a spirit
ual essence that uses tlie brain merely as 
a n  outlook, and that upon further evi
dence or conviction takes a new truth as 
you would receive a new landscape into 
your vision, or a new picture into your 
gallery, then tliei expansive powers of 
tlio soul are unlimited, and the range of 
vision that may extend to you when fi
nally you are freed from this external 
barrier, will become eternal and will 
open the vista of immortality.

We ask none of you to believe; it is 
riot a matter of belief. A conviction of 
yours, whether it be true or falso, affects 
nothing. Whoever studies the subject 
with the same view to understanding it 
that the astronomer has when he studies 
the heavenly bodies; will comprehend 
the meaning of wliat we'say. There is 
110 choice as to where the planets shall 
be located; there is no choice as to the 
orbits of their revolution in the mind of 
the astronomer; he discovers what is 
there. He places his lens fearlessly to
ward the heavens to see what the heav-

pas3ing through eternity; the rest must 
be behind., Whether that half of tho 
truth forms any guidance; whother at 
any period of human life it dawns upon 
the spirit, and constitutes just so much 
greater source of enjoyment, wo leave 
for tho poet to determine.

In his “Mystory of Reminiscence,” 
Schiller refers to the existence of life 
heretofore, and lie says:
“ Woep 1 for the godlike lite that lost afar,
That Thou and I Its scattered fragments a re ; 
And ever the unconquered yearning we retain— 
Sigh to renew the long and yanished reign 

And grow divine again.".
Is it not true that every human being 

holds sacredly within their innermost 
spirit a consciousness of being something 
better than the dust which contains 
them? Is it not true that glimpses of 
this immortal inheritance rise propheti
cally to the soul ? And prophetically 
means! also retrospectively. Is it not 
true tliat if that inheritance be yours in 
the hereafter, some time in the long 
vanished past, out of a spiritual life you 
mayliave entered into this life; and is 
it not true that this is also consistent 
with human history and human philoso- 
phy? ;
. It was said, and is the record of reli
gion, that there was war in heaven; that 
the archangel of the Lord rebelled 
against the highest edict and was ex
pelled from heaven; that to earth he 
descended, and dwelt hero upon the 
earth in punishment for this rebellion, 
finally descending into hades, and under 
the various names of Lucifer, Pluto,

eus contain; - Whether you' have lived and other names of ignominy, .he has
before this or not is not a matter of been cast into unutterable darkness. It
choice. If it is so it is only half of the 'was said that a star fell out of heaven
whole truth, for there can only be a half and descended to earth, took upon itself
of the eternity before any spirit that is ’ the power of mortal life, forgot its im-
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lortality, until by som e  divine, fcransfor- 
lation tho star waa again restored to its 
ppointed place. Is there not some 
•art of this that appeals to  the heart of 
inn? Is not the rebellion in heaven 
he «ondition of happiness which every 
onl would scorn if accompanied by a 
ocfe of knowledge; and is it not repeat* 
id in the history of the fall of Adam, 
hat really represented the spiritual 
growth of the race, and not the external
— that out of paradise any human being 
bile ior the  Bake of that knowledge that 
finally becomes his resurrection ? And 
is it not true that if you were angels in 
booren, condemned to a limited range 
of vision and to limited possibilities, 
yon would voluntarily take upon your
selves the external garb of outward life 
for the purpose of more knowledge and 
more enlightenment? Do you not send 
expeditions, to remote northern seas and 
strive to find what lies in , those dreary 
regions? Does not Dr. Livingstone 
banish himself from home, from civili
zation, and enlightenment,'to the inte
rior of Africa, periling life for the sake 
of the  knowledge which it gives ?. Do 
not men. undergo perils, hardships, all 
kinds of deprivations, that the soul may 
be feasted upon knowledge, and that the 
mind may be fed with added power?
- If men do this in mortal life, is there

any reason to suppose that the soul will 
not do it; and if freed from outward ex
istence and compelled to abide in a lim
ited paradise, would yon not covet that 
temporary misery which would also bring 
with it some added gift or boon of know
ledge? .. • i

We say to you that, out of-.the para
dise of the soul which is unacquainted 
with matter and dart, man expels himr

self, or is expelled by the law of spiritu
al succession, and accompanies, planets 
in their. revolution for the purpose of 
gaining the,very victory which must , be 
won over tho outward nature here: We 
say that, the mission of the soul here 
emplanted is not simply to grow up from 
the dust, but with the surpassing power* 
of .the spirit to vanquish that dust, and 
then, pven like Alexander, but in anoth
er and higher .sense, to sigh for m a rt  
worlds to conquer — and there are more 
worlds. ■■ i This one little spot; with it* 
few experiences and its limited vision^ 
constitutes only a moiety of the infinite 
life that lies before the spirit; and we 
and you shall pass on from this earth, 
from its atmosphere, of spiritual exist
ence, to those other stars next best fitted 
for our condition, and there learn what
ever is to be learned; shall take np our 
sojourn in the eternal progression, even 
as here w ith  tho  consciousness that God 
is behind and before us, and the Infinite 
Life is above ub; shall go on and on, 
never forgetting, only remembering that 
which is valuable for the spirit to re
member;; while the outward clay and all 
its belongings will gradually sink into 
insignificance,, leaving only souls that 
are allied to one, another, only spirits 
that aro bound by the innermost ties of 
the soul. .

Shall we not, then, lose our friends? 
Shall we not, then, forget those who are 
near and dear ?r By no means. It is ex
ternal life .which leads to forgetfulness, 
Wealth, splendor, outward ambition, 
often iead men to forget their friends 
In poverty, and ^humility people aw 
nearer in soul and drawn together ii 
spirit;,,but great,-aggrandizement o 
worldly power and; riches brings with j
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oblivion of tho past.- - T h e  sp ir it- in  af
fliction goes nearer to  i t s  friends.- D ea th  
is o n e o f  th e  step p in g-ston es th a t brings  
the loved  ones nearer to you  than th ey  
were before',; because there is  one m ask  
l e s s  to d ivide you. T he outw ard form  is  
tlie inask; ‘deatli is  that'■which rem oves 
it  from on e o f you, and brings th e  soul 
nearer to  you, and when yo u , too , shall 
)mve thrown off th e  mask; th e  sp ir it w ill 
be drawn nearer to it s  k indred , and those  
who are on e in  sp ir it w ill m oun t like  
kindred flam es to - th e  star o f their  ap
pointed destin y , and abide in  sp irit, as 
they are h ot able to  dw ell upon earth, 
hear each other perpetually  .w hile groups 
of k indred sou ls, severed  afar b y  tim e  
and spaee upon  earth, in  S p irit L ife  and  
in that w onderfu l consciousness o f ex 
is ten ce 'b ey o n d , traverse togeth er  the  
heights and d ep th s o f th a t im m ortality , 
and rem em ber that once  th e y  w ere jo in 
ed, but severed  upon earth b y  the cruel 
ties o f outward life.

You are accustom ed here to  speak of 
the severance w h ich  death  occasions. 
You th in k  here that death  is  th e  cruel 
divider. In  the life  o f th e ' innerm ost 
spirit th ey  know  th a t th e  outward life  is  
the one th in g  that' divides- them  from  
those th ey  love. T h e  d iv in e  dream ings 
of P lato , th e  kn ow led ge o f D a n te  w hose  
B eatrice shone in  sp lend id  v ision  above  
hiirt, w ere but th e  g lim p ses o f that im 
mortal reco gn ition  that com es to  the  
soul w h en  all k indred  sp irits shall recog
n ize  each other, and  know  that through  
countless m yriads o f-y ea rs th ey  have  
traversed the h e ig h ts and depths of e ter
nity;-iind s till are n o t lo st to  o n e  anoth 
er.
s W hen th is  recogn ition  com es J w hen  

the spirit in  its  g ladness becom es aware

o f its  p ossessions, tim e, the dust o f earth, 
th e  outward senses, a l l  that d iv ided  you  
here w ill s in k ' in to  insign ificance, and  
you  w ill w onder into" w hat n ig h t o f e x 
ternal life  you  entered  to  bar the door to 
that d iv ine gatew ay o f in fin ite  day.

S u ch  is  the theory o f tlie  transm igra
tion  o f souls.- " • - -
• W here th e  soul enters in to  a lower an
im al, as was believed  b y  P ythagoras and  
som e of liis  follow ers, it  is  supposed to  
be in  punishm ent for sin  ; bu t as w e con
sider that no hum an b e in g  can occupy a 
less order o f ex isten ce  than itse lf, we  
do not presum e that th is portion  o f the  
theory  has any foundation in  truth. I t  
w ere a part o f tho  justice , how ever, of 
th e  seem in g  d iv in e  econom y if  som e  
hum an beings w hom  wo have seen cas
tigate  dum b brutes were in  their tn m  to  
receive a sim ilar castigation ; -and it  
m igh t possib ly  en ter  in to  th e  d iv ine  
econom y that ; som e punishm ent c f  a 
sim ilar k ind  awaits them , a lthough it  
m ay not be in  th e  form  of a dum b b r u te ; 
and som etim es i t  has been intim ated  
that to suppose hum an beings would en
ter  a horse, a  dog, or other favorite  an i
m al w ould be a lib el upon-the brute cre
ation; but as th is has on ly  reference to  
a  class o f hum an beings that are very  
rare, and as, o f course,' these  exceptions  
do n ot in  any way affect th e  rule, we 
o n ly  g ive  it  as a su ggestion ,

B u t for th e  m ost part th e  idea o f souls  
and their ex isten ce  upon earth, so far as 
th e  outward aspect is  concerned, m ust 
present a very fragm entary life ;  and no  
one o f you  or of any hum an being  hear
in g  th is  theory  but what w ill s a y : “I f  I ,  
too , m ight have another chance m y lifo  
m ight be redeem ed from  m any of its  
im perfections.” : r v  .



That other chance, that life , that in fi
n ite possib ility , is  before you , w hether  
it  lie  'veiled in  th is -world or -whether it  
be in  a  starry pathway of worlds as y e t

unm arked and unknow n to  hum an co 
p reh en sio n ; but for th e  life  of the spii 
i t  is  in fin ite  and eternal, and G od is  t 
G od of tho P a st as o f  th o  F uture. ;

W ithin the innerm ost o f h e a v e n ,. 
W here angels press around the throne, 
And seraphim and cherubim,
E ach facing the H oly  One,

K eep silence in  that sacred place ; . 
Because of its perfected grace,

An angel came w ith  pleading voice  
A sking of the M ost H igh  above,

One favor— ’t  was the angel's choice —  
And asked it  as the g ift o f love.

“W hat wouldst th ou ?” said th e  S ilen ce  
there,

Made audible b y  perfect prayer.
“One favor,” said the angel, “still;
I f  all T hy  purpose to fulfill 

Thou m ayst grant but th is one boon  
’T w ill follow fa st; ’t i s  that soon ‘ 

Out of th is paradise of ligh t, '
I  in to  dark and earthly n igh t 

M ay enter, for I  fain would go  
And to il upon the earth below .”

T hen in the m ajesty of space  
T he Silence grew, th e  angel’s face —  

Each one were saddened- as though  
sound

Of sorrow girded them  around,
And from the silence of that sphere  

B etoken ing  G od’s om nipotence  
H o sp ake; the angels paused to  h e a r :

“I  g ive  consent that you  go  thence, 
B ut one condition m ust attend  
A ll angels that to earth descend .”

“N am e i t ,” th e  angel said , aglow  
W ith all that h e  m ig h t learn below. 

“I t  is  that i f  you  seek  th e  pain , 
T ho to il on  earth, you  go  as twain  
D iv id ed , and n o t t ill  again  

Y ou m ount un to  th is  he igh t, shall y< 
O ne perfect angel seem  to  be. ”

Straightw ay th e  angel, fu ll o f  joy , 
Y et aw ed b y  w hat th e  L ord  had sai 
Came down to  earth,
A nd then  a space w as silen t 
In  tho outward birth.

F ar w here th e  island s of th e  sea  
W ashed th e  bright shores eternally  
A poet dream ed h is  l ife  away.
O h ! fierce and fearful was th e  day, 
T he stra g g lin g  factions o f h is life , 
T he outward turm oil and th e  strife,

T he grappling here for w ealth of k  
T h e sword, th e  scepter, all th ose  tl 
T hat w in m ankind to  th e ir  display  
T hese he saw, b u t h e  dream ed aw a. 
H is life,_even all the angel-soul 
T hat passed through b irth  from  his 

tro l;

H e  dream ed that once, an an gel b 
H o lived  in  that fair realm  of ligh  
A nd th en  h e  p lu n g ed  in  warfare h  
H e sought to borrow b y  all sound  

O f allurem ents, far and near,



'he tokens winch would e’er resound 
Through his sp irit’s atmosphere... ■ ■

*ne tim e he led  the arm ies o n ; • 
nother, w ith  th e  courtier’s band beside  

th e  seat o f power  
nd praise, h e  lean ed  unto  am bition’s 

fu tile  to w er ;

nd once, before a sacred shrine  
.0 saw th e  dear M adonna’s face, 
ighted w ith  a fam iliar grace, 
nd thought lie  knew  that sm ile div ine.

Far in  another land, there dw elt 
maiden, fair and pure as day;
B eside a vesta l shrine she k n elt  

nd m oaned and p in ed  her life  away.

B eauteous and fair she seem ed  to  be, 
nd suitors gathered  round, th e  heritage  
To claim ; but, ah, n o t  sh e;  

here seem ed w ith in  her heart a page  
nwritten, as th ou gh  sea led  in  h e a v e n ;
o outward token  should  b e  given . ,

er sire was angered , and h is  frown  
ent angry arrows through her sou l;

T he darts p ierc in g  were m ade to  slay, 
A n d th u s she passed from  life ’s control.

T hen  in  th a t far and d istan t clim e, 
T he poet, dream ing, saw th e  soul 

T hat upward w ent w ith  son g  sublim e  
. A n d decked all heaven  w ith  b lessed  con

trol;

B u t n o t y e t  fin ished  was h is task ;
H e  to iled  and labored s till below,

B u t ever on  h is  v ision  shone
T he brightness o f that heaven ly  glow , 

U n til  at last he, too , arose;
A nd at th e  even -tid e th ey  bend  above  

th e  earth,
A n d s till d isc lose  th e  w onders o f their  

outw ard birth.

O h, up in  heaven  again th e y  turn  
T o w here the angels w ith  bright face, 

E ach  in  their  orbs o f b eauty  burn,
A n d take their  own app ointed  place.

Oh, souls, d issevered far and w ide,
B y  ocean or by in land sea,

W hatever sorrow m ay betide, .
A kindred sp irit w aits for thee.
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TIIE I N V O C A T I O N .
On, T non D iv ine and P erfect Soul, 

Infin ite Parent, our F ather and our 
M other G od; to T hee we turn for the  
voice of the sp irit; to T hy Sou l for the  
m ajesty of truth, of love, o f kn ow led ge; 
to Thee, the source of all being, w e ren
der praise and thanksgiving, for that life  
which is  eternal; for the life  that is  in  
the rose, expressing itse lf in  the silen t 
voice of fragrance; for the life  that is  
in  the song of bird, g iv in g  praise for 
ex isten ce; for the life that is  in  nature 
everywhere, the tem pest and the calm, 
the beauty of summer, the glory of the  
harvest, tho quietude of w in ter; for the  
life  that is  in  tho ocean, deep buried  
wherein, through ages o f change and  
transimitation., the forms o f be ing  at last 
come forth to lig h t; .fo r  the life  that 
pulsates w ith in  the earth, ancient and 
weary with the w eight o f years, yet ever 
throbbing toward perfection , seek ing to 
become more and m ore perfect in  its  
form; for the lifo  that is  in  th e  stars, 
and in the sun, radiant and unspeakable, 
full o f glory and m ajesty, k eep ing  tim e  
to  the great beatings of T hy heart, m ov
in g  in  harm ony to  th e  voice o f T hine  
infin ite spirit. Oh, Ineffable L i f e ! for 
that which throbs w ithin  the hum an  
spirit, greater than the earth and the  
stars, greater than the voices o f tho hea
vens, greater than the silence of space
— tho spirit, responding unto Thee, 
though unseen, freighted w ith im agina
tion  and lo fty  thought, bowed down with

sorrow or u p lifted  w ith  joy , s till a p 
tion  of T h y  d iv ine life ;  th e  spirit 
man, clouded round w ith  du st and ( 
chained w ith outward sen ses and ap 
tites , fastened to  th e  clay  b y  th e  tief 
outward nature, y e t  bu rstin g  asun 
these  ties, and on w ings of aspirat 
and prayer soaring toward th e  Infin 
for that life  w hich is  born of death, 
im m ortality  o f tho  sp irit, th e  glor: 
inheritance that lie s  beyon d  tim e 
change —  for th is do w e praise !I 
m ore, —  m ore than for th e  majest; 
m oving  spheres, m ore than for the 
sic  o f worlds in  their  onward mt 
more than  the g lory  of th e  earth 
sk y — the thought o f m an  undying  

Oh, m a y  t h e ' flam e o f that imm 
life  and the consciousn ess o f th e  pe 
praise that attends it , com e to  f 
spirit, m aking o shrine and altar 
even lik e those shrines o f ancient 
w herein T h y  sp irit spake th e  wo 
prophecy, and T h y  vo ice  was I 
am ong m en. B e  T hou a liv in g  \ 
be T hy pow er a palpable presenc  
th e  spirit o f m en jud ge n o t froi 
clay, but from  th e  sou l o f lifo  thr 
beyond; and m ore and m ore, as j 
tering  sp irits descend , as angelf 
w ings o f m ercy, u p liftin g  the dor 
from  their  low  places, so m ay the 
of T hy soul sh in e in  upon the  
and man praise T h ee  ever, moi 
m ore. A m en .



THE L E C T U R E .
M r. Chairman and F biends : In  the  

discourses th at I  have previously  g iven  
through th is organism , I  have treated  of 
the entrance in to  S p ir it L ife , th e  sensa
tions and experiences accom panying that 
entrance, and o f three d istin ct sta tes of 
spiritual ex isten ce in to  w h ich  I  have  
passed, som etim es as a v isitan t and som e
times as a portion  of m y ex isten ce.

Those three stages have b een  th e  
spheres im m ediately  surrounding th e  
sarth, which inc lu des that o f  D arkness, 
the condition of th o se  w ho suffer for  
she wrongs or crim es com m itted  w hen  
,n the body; th e  sp here o f B eneficen ce  
:r H ealing, w herein  sou ls are treated  
with reference to  th e ir  m oral im perfec
tions, and w herein  th e  subject o f heal- 
ag receives th e  a tten tion  of th e  m oral 
jhysician. T he th ird  sphere w hich I  
lave described has b een  th e  C ouncil of 
he Nations, in  w hich I  have v is ited  va- 
ious portions of those groups connected  
nth the welfare and in terests  o f the  
:overnments o f earth.

I  have described th ese  spheres vari- 
ttsly heretofore, and have attem p ted  to  
ive the personal im pression  w hich was 
lade upon m e b y  contact w ith  th ese  
piritunl associations.
To-night I  advance to  another degree  

ud give you  th e  resu lts o f a v is it  to  a 
phere that seem s to m e to  be th e  sphere  
f W isdom. I t  certa in ly  is  b eyon d  that 
f technical know ledge, a lthough  i t  em - 
odies m uch of sc ien tific  learn ing and

truth. I t  certa in ly  is  beyond that o f  
th e  m ere external welfare o f national 
governm ents in  their  p resent aspect up
on the earth; i t  seem s to m erge the  
spiritual w ith  the ontward law  and to  be  
the po in t w ith in  the presen t radius o f 
the spiritual atm ospheres connected  
w ith  the earth, w here w isdom  u n ites w ith  
m ercy and w here b eneficence and justice  
com bine in  rendering to  others and to  
those that are beneath  the proper com 
bination o f sp iritual laws.

I  am pained to  notice, how ever, that 
those  w ho b elieve  in  sp iritual ph ilosophy  
are too prone to  judge of Sp irit L ife  by  
the earthly life ; I  m ean the external 
earth ly life . I  was m yself m istaken in  
th is regard som ewhat, w hen in  your  
m idst. H avin g  becom e convinced  of 
spiritual truth at an advanced age of m y  
life , or certainly at th e  years w hich would  
be  considered as beyond  m aturity, the  
habit o f m y m ind was fixed and I  inter
preted , w ith  reference to  external jud g
m ent and external consciousness, m any  
th in g s that m ust be in terpreted  on ly  
w ith  reference to  the spirit.

Y ou w ould be offended and affronted  
if, at the period of m anhood, any one  
should present to  you  th e  toys used  
w hen a child , and te ll you  that those  
were adequate to sustain, en ligh ten , and  
ed ify  you  through the rem ainder of your  
ex isten ce. W hoever exp ects to  carry  
w ith  him  in to  or through e tern ity  the  
frivolities, th e  personalities, th e  ex tern a l
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tastes and appetites that surround him  
here, ■will be  m istaken.

I t  is  true that in  the first stages of 
spiritual existence these frivolities, ap
petites, passions, and am bitions have 
much to do w ith decid ing the im m edi
ate condition of the spirit after d ea th ; 
and it  is  true that there are instances, 
which m ight be considered the sp irits in  
prison, where those chains of outward 
appetite cling to  the spirit for m any  
years, and possibly for generations. B u t  
it is not true in  any general sense that 
the spirit retains the outward needs of 
the body, the temporal w ishes that sur
round the body here, nor the aspirations 
that belong exclusively to  earthly life.

So that, in  m easuring the know ledge  
of the spheres and the consciousness 
that a spirit m ust experience on passing  
through the various spheres o f Spirit 
L ife, you are to  put aside the outward 
judgm ent, and consider that w hen you  
come to Spirit L ife  you are, in  a m eas
ure, behind tho scenes of external exist
ence, that are m ostly m ockery and seem 
ing.

I  say th is as a word o f warning, that 
yon  m ay not g ild  w ith external im agina
tion that which I  shall say; but that it  
may enter your spirits and form there a 
conviction of its truthfulness.

In  all that I  relate, th e  experiences 
are actual; but they  are actual w ith ref
erence to the spirit itse lf and its  sur
roundings. T hese surroundings partake 
of the nature o f spiritual existences and  
substances, and in no instance being  
material in  their com binations.

I  feel it  necessary to m ake these ex
planations because I  th ink  there are 
som e m inds hero who, perhaps, know  
little  of th is subject; and there are o th 

ers who, k n ow ing  a great deal, still ki 
little  in  the genu in e sen se  of spirit 
com prehension.

I  m entioned  in  a  preced ing  diseou 
that the outward know led ge o f the 
m an m ind, called in te llectu a l cultivati 
does not o f n ecessity  e levate the spi 
ual nature, and that m any scient 
m inds are not, therefore, spiritually  
ligh ten ed ; that th e  reg ions border 
betw een those o f darkness and light 
filled w ith  in tellectu al in fants, those i 
upon earth w ere sc ien tific  in  their  
ture, bu t had n o t th e  cu ltivation  of 
genuine spiritual aspiration. After  
m anner m any scien tific  m inds u 
earth m ay be reckoned as n ot am 
the h igh est o f th e  sp irits in  Sp irit I  
but as ex istin g  in  an in te llectu a l si 
of ex istence, beyond  w hich th ey  can ( 
pass by th e  sp ir it o f l i f e ‘ w hich cn 
from  a spiritual, in tu itiv e  aspiration

B u t th e  sphere o f W isdom , o f wl 
I  am to speak and where I  sat, not v 
in , bu t only look in g  w ith in , is  compi 
of those persons that seem  to 1 
passed beyond  th e  stage o f mere 
lanthropy, in  tho  external signific,1 
of that te rm ; beyond  th e  stage of i 
com passion for suffering, in  the n 
defin ition  o f com passion and sympa 
beyond tho stage o f a m ere intellei 
pursuit of know ledge in  the mannc 
sc ien ce ; beyond th e  degree o f stud 
nature’s law s for th e  m ere purpos 
know ing their tech n ica lities, and be; 
the aspiration of d iscovering world 
the m ere sake o f add ing to  their  kr 
edge of th e  planetary system , 
sphere of W isdom  com prises those n 
o f earth w hose pow ers were dedii 
to  the u p liftin g  o f their  k in d , and 
in  connection  w ith  th ose  pow ers, ~
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vored to present that w hich w ould e le 
vate the  thought o f m an sp iritually , as 
well as h is kn ow led ge externally .

The alphabet is  th e  m ere m eth od  for 
the acquisition of know ledge, and is  not 
a finality in  itse lf. L angu age is  the  
method for describ ing th e  thou ght, and  
it is the th ou gh t that lie s  beyond  the  
word that hum anity is  n  pursuit of. So, 
in the life  beyond  death, tho tech n ica l 
knowledge of sp ir it and its  ex isten ce  is  
not adequate. I t  requires th e  w isdom  to  
perceive that that ex isten ce  m eans som e- 
hing, that it. is  ennob lin g , up lifting , 
rivifying; th at i t  carries th e  sou l in to  
vn atm osphere w here n o t on ly  language, 
vlphabetical usages, external form s of 
earning, m athem atics, hum an govern- 
aents, hum an th eo log ies, are w ithout 
ise, but w here th ey  w ould  b e  u tterly  
-oid nnd m eaningless, th e  sp ir it be ing  
a a higher stage o f perception , and  
nowing the truth  w ithout th ese  agen- 
ies of external life , w hich are but step- 
ing-stones. I  h op e I  m ake m yself clear, 
>r upon th is p o in t h in g es that which I  
isk to say concerning  th is sphere of 
ppermost wisdom .
I had been  in  pursuit o f  a sta te  o f 
liritual ex isten ce w here I  could under
and the m eans b y  w hich  sp iritual in- 
iligences in fluence hum an life  and ac- 
3ns, and effect th e  reconcilem en t of 
liritual laws w ith  th o se  that seem  to  
ntrol the external nature and th e  or- 
;rs of nations and m en. I  found that  
here, but I  d id  n o t find its  gu id in g  
d controlling pow er u n til finally  I  
rdered or verged  in to  th e  sphere o f  
isdom, w here I  already d iscovered  th a t  
f guide and teacher b e lo n g e d ; h e  who  
1 me in  m y feeb le  earth ly attem pts at 
understanding of th e  sp iritual n a tu re ;

he who had borne patien tly  \yith m y  
stum bling and m isconception of sp iritu
al tr u th ; h e  who had, step  b y  step , in i
tiated  m e in to  tho stages o f  sp iritual 
life , and who now  led m e seem in gly  as 
far as I  could go, to tho borders o f that 
sphere of W isdom  where he seem ed free  
to enter  and pass, but where I  had not 
the pow er to  go. Y ou m ay know that 
he was m y guide in  th e  com m unications 
that I  received  o n  earth, b y  m y publish
ed  works. I  refer to  L ord Bacon.

“In to  th is  sphere of W isdom ,” h e  said, 
“I  was adm itted  b y  no outward wisdom  
or know ledge th a t I  p o s s e s s e d ; not b y  
m y discernm ent of external thought, of 
the affairs of m en, o f the connection  of 
governm ents, or o f the j)hilosophies that 
blend  the outward w orld ; but by that 
w illingness to  understand th e  truth, 
w hich m ade m y sp irit hum ble and sim 
p le  as the m ind o f a  ch ild .”

I  d id  not qu ite understand. I  s a id : 
“ W hat do you  m ean b y  th is? ”

H e  said further: “W isdom  in  its  per
fect state  is  born of the perfect love  o f  
the In fin ite , and that love and that w is
dom , exercised  through all stages o f sp ir
itua l ex isten ce, con stitu tes the govern
m ent o f Sp irit L ife. T he outward form s 
of governm ent, as expressed upon earth, 
are th e  m ere im perfections of hum an  
thou ght, broken fragm ents of laws w hich  
are d im ly p erce iv ed ; w h ile  beh ind  those  
external laws that are disorderly, the  
ultim ate laws of th e  u n iverse  abide, and  
m en are governed in  nations, societies, 
and individuals, by  th is chain o f s ilen t  
and im m utable spiritual laws, that m oves  
them  w hether th ey  w ill or no, and gu id es  
them  finally to th e  p o in t o f  progress  
and spiritual advancem ent. T herefore, 
in  th e  sphere w hich I  inhabit, we have
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no need o f com passion and no need  of 
philanthropy, no need  o f the charity  
•which is  exercised upon earth .”

A t first th is sounded cold. According  
to tho h ighest com prehension of in te lli
gence and spiritual teach ing o f religion, 
charity, benevolence, philanthropy, were 
the loftiest aspirations of the human 
mind. I  rem em bered w ell m y endeavors 
to ameliorate the conditions of suffering 
ones upon earth. I  remembez'ed well 
m y interest in  certain philanthropies  
that it  seem ed to  m e the welfare of the  
nation and of human society  depended  
upon. I  remembered w ell th e  sphere of 
B eneficence, where W ilberforce and  
certain em inent physicians of earth, 
and distinguished philanthropists were  
found. 1 said:

“D o you mean to say that these are 
not tho h ighest aspirations o f the m ind ? ” 

W ith calm ness and clearness, th e  ligh t  
of h is golden sphere vibrated toward 
m e  witli a clear answer that was like the  
sounding of a bell. IIo sa id :

“D o  you not know that there is  a love  
that is  even beyond sym pathy, that is  so  
all-potent and all-pervading that it  does 
not need to  express  itse lf in  sym pathy, 
but holds supreme control by the very  
power of its  om nipotent force? D o  you  
not know that there is  a wisdom  that is  
beyond any am elioration of the condi
tion of suffering that, in  the suffering  
and through the suffering of hum anity, 
leads them  to  know ledge, to  h igher  
thou ght?”

E ven  then th is thought did not fu lly  
enter m y m ind until he bade m e look to 
the earth. I  saw m yriads of hitm an b e
ings struggling w ith  outward circum 
stances and with varied and diversified  
objects. H ere was a pauper and there  
was a successful m illionaire.

“N ow ,” h e  said, “from  th e  eartft 
standpoint th e  one w ho m inisters tod 
pauper is  a p h ilan throp ist; th e  oneul 
condem ns, or at least d oes n o t symg 
th ize  w ith , the m illionaire is  consideti 
just; and th e  h ig h est state  o f hum 
soc iety  is  that w hich attem pts to  reco 
cile  these  two. F rom  th e  sphere 
W isdom  th e  pauper is  to  be envied, t 
man of w ealth is  to  b e  commiseratt 
because th e  one has external povei 
th e  other is  im poverished -in soul; 1 
n ot even th is, in  the sphere o f Wisdc 
is  fe lt, for th e  great compensation  
nature is, that h e  w ho possesses i 
kind of wealth, and that on ly  at the 
pense o f another and b etter  treasi 
learns h is poverty  by th e  very  augu 
tation  of th e  external tin se l and gl 
Take away the outward treasure, and 
m illionaire fee ls  th e  pau city  of h is gj 
rem ovo the outw ard ban of poverty, 
the soul released fee ls  h im self in 
presence of h is equals. Therefore 
the sphere of W isdom , h e  w ho lean  
value spiritual g ifts  b y  p ossession  of 
sel, and he who learns patience and 
ignation  b y  external suffering, only t 
different paths to  the sam e g o a l.”

H e  then  show ed m e a  crim inal, 
dem ned on earth for a stated  ci 
perhaps of m urder, and g u ilty  of 
crim e. H e  also show ed m e a ms 
untainted  reputation , w ithout ble 
before the world, a go d ly  m an, a r 
eo u sm a n ,.a  ph ilan thropic m an, a 
in ten t, so far as th e  w orld could se. 
so  far as h e  h im self believed , upon 
su in g  o n ly  that w hich was right 
conscious of h is own rectitude.

T he crim inal is  th e  o n e  for whor 
and I  w ould labor. T he crim inal 
ono for whom  I  w ould have expi 
m y g ifts, w hatever th ey  m igh t have
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’ en upon earth. T he  ex ten u atin g  cir- 
umstances o f th e  case w ould have all 
een brought to  bear. I  w ould  have  
sught h is release, or th e  am elioration  
f his condition , in  person, and w ould  
ave expended every  en ergy  of m y  
lind to reach h is sp irit. W h ile  th e  m an  
'ho walked up right before th e  world I  
■ould have considered as a pattern  for 
initiation.

From the sphere o f W isdom , w hich  
jy guide inhabited , h e  show ed m e, as 
•ith a len s o f  tho  sp irit, that th e  crim i- 
al had com pensations w h ich  th e  god ly  
lan had n o t ; he knew  h is  im perfections, 
rhile the se lf-righteous m an is , b y  that 
onsciousness, debarred from  th e  k ing- 
,om of heaven. H e  w ho is  virtuous, 
riding h im self upon  h is  virtue, erects 
greater barrier betw een  h im self and  

he kingdom  of heaven  than  h e  who, 
onscious o f h is  faults, has th e  on e  pow- 
r of repentance, w hereby to  uprise. 

And then  I  saw that th e  w hole m oral 
iroblem of th e  w orld was r ev ersed ; that 
hat which m en strive for and covet, by  
xtern&l m eans of k in dness and m istak- 
n charity, is  o ften  n o t th e  th in g  to  be  
;ained. T he o n ly  p o in t a tta ined  is  that 
he exercise o f th ese  qualities benefits  
he soul that exercises them , , and the  
>nes upon w hom  th ey  are exercised  usu- 
lly; and that from  th e  sphere of W is- 
lom, which m y fr iend  inhabited , there  
eemed a p erfect radiance ex ten d in g  
oward the earth, a lev e l lin e  of- lig h t  
hat b lessed th e  h ig h  and th e  low , the  
ich and the poor, th e  god ly  and th e  un- 
odly, in  their  exact position  sp iritually; 
nd I  could see  that, do w hat m en  will, 
hese lines o f l ig h t  b y  gradual and w ind- 
Qg paths converge tow ard the p o in t o f  
he heavens w here th is  sphere o f W is- 
om is found.

B eneficen ce  is  w ell, Charity is  beauti
ful, if  u n con sciou s; th e  bloom  of a life  
of pu rity  is  fragrant to  the thought of  
th e  angels, and th a t goodn ess w hieh  
sheds its  sw eet lig h t upon the earth by  
gen tle  m inistrations unconsciously  be
com es th e  open gateway of angelic  m in
istration . B u t all th ese  efforts from the  
external to  do the seem in g  duties o f life  
fa ll and pale before tho searching glance  
of th e  sp irit that w ill find out for the  
m ost part what the sp ir it itse lf  is  worth, 
and w eigh  it  in  th e  equitable balance of 
th e  sphere o f L o v e  and W isdom .

Y ou cannot wonder, then , if  from  th is  
h eig h t and from  tho contem plation  of 
th ese  them es, all p e tty  schem es for hu
man reform  and hum an philanthropy, 
for the liberalization  of hum an govern
m ents, seem ed to  m e lik e the toys in  tho  
hands of a child . Y ou w ill not wonder, 
then , if  I  cam e to  understand w hy th e  
A n gel W orld does n o t  forward th is m is
sion , or that reform , or som e particular  
need  w hich hum anity th ink s i t  has.

I t  was o ften  asked m e, w hile still a 
denizen  of th e  outward world, know n to  
b e  in  com m unication w ith  Sp irit L ife , if  
sp irits were so in terested  in  hum an w el
fare and in  th e  m oral im provem ent of 
th e  world, w hy th ey  d id  not in terest  
them selves in  som e special reform s go 
in g  on  in  the world, and thereby prove  
their  in terest in  th e  advancem ent o f hu
m anity? Sp irits do in terest them selves  
in  special reform s, but th ey  are special 
sp ir its ; th ey  are the ones who would be  
lik e ly  to  be in terested  in  those sam e re
form s i f  here am ong you, and who have  
n ot y e t gone beyond  th e  influence of 
th e  external sym pathy w hich w ould  in 
duce them  to favor th is or th at particu
lar philanthropy. T here are sp irits also  
in terested  in  external speculations, and
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these profess to g ive advice concerning  
business matters, and in  som e instances 
succeed; but you w ill readily com pre
hend that such a spirit cannot have en
tered far into  the region of spiritual 
causes to be still able to deal w ith the  
m ere externalities o f outward life  and 
dabble in  the th ings that belong  exter
nally  to the seusps o f  man.

Therefore, when going still further, I  
found that the sphere of B eneficence, 
or H ealing, treated of crime as a moral 
disease, you could readily understand  
that spirits would not bo in ten t upon  
any codification of laws that would m ake 
more strenuous tho rules o f human jus
tice, nor could they, in  any seem ing way 
reach the governm ents of the earth un
til hum anity itse lf had been raised to  a 
higher standard of recognized leg isla 
tion. P eop le  are prone to suppose that 
governm ents and social law are in  them 
selves a cause of hum an goodness. The  
reverse is  the case. L aw s are the results 
of the average condition of the human  
mind, and tho governm ent having the  
best laws must be the governm ent hav
in g  tho best state and condition  o f laws. 
Therefore, the Spirit W orld m ust be  
in ten t more upon reaching the condi
tion of individual m inds, instructing  
them  and m erging its life  into  theirs, 
than upon teaching the details of exter
nal governm ent or forms and m ethods 
of reform.

Another point is  that o f relig ion  —  
why the Spirit W orld does not in  som e  
tangible manner reveal the true religion  
of hum anity, and {hereby save all th is  
wandering, deviating course w hich the  
different religions of the world lead m en  
into.

Prom  tho sphere of W isdom  I  then

perceived that w hich I  never had a doubl 
of w hile upon earth, that th e  Christiar 
relig ion  was the h ig h est in  its  form oi 
moral and spiritual aspiration th a t evei 
was g iven  to  m a n ; b u t that, owing ti 
the im perfect perceptions of humanity 
the interpretation of that relig ion  mii9 
rem ain im perfect, and that n o  amoun 
o f sp iritual teach in g  can alter, excep 
gradually, the state  o f theologica 
thought in  the world; that th is mus 
com e as a m atter o f growth, w hich come; 
by the spontaneous insp iration  from tin 
spheres of .Sp irit L ife  that lie  th e  nex 
step beyond you, w hatever that spheri 
m ay be.

“H ow  useless, th e n ,” said m y wonder 
fu l teacher, “for us to g ive  any guidanc 
to  a state o f m ind  that is  n o t preparei 
to  see  that guidance. T he b lind cai 
only be led  b y  gradual processes o 
lea rn in g ; th e  you n g  can on ly  b e  instruct 
ed by gradual m eth ods o f advancement 
there is  no arbitrary, absolute, and ut 
qualified truth that can com e to  any lit 
man m ind. T he angels in  th e  farthef 
heaven have on ly  that degree df trut 
to w hich th ey  have aspired and grown.

T hen I  saw from  tlie  burn ished ligl 
above that the central lig h t o f th is spliei 
of L o v e  and W isdom  seem ed  formed ( 
the relig ion  b est fitted  for mankini 
There was no cerem onial v is ib le ; thei 
there was no external s ig n  or token  pe 
ceived. T here was n o th in g  b y  which 
could m easure th e  outward conform: 
tion  or law of the Church, but I  fe lt thi 
it  was perm eating, lik e  th e  sunlight, tb 
various relig ion s of in term ediate spheri 
and th e  earth itse lf;  and I  saw tliof 
rays of lig h t from  th is  central whitens 
beam ing dow n through  th e  sphere ■ 
B eneficence, sh ed d ing  lig h t and beani
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to thoso who w ere h ea lin g  th e  m orally  
sick. I  saw 'the lig h t  stream ing down  
to the sp irits that w ere in  prison, th o se  
who were still wrapped in  their  pride, 
their passions, their  personality , their  
external th ou gh t; dead k in gs, that go  
out through death  w ith  unrequited  
■wrongs, and walk up and dow n th e  earth  
■waiting the hour o f their  restitu tion ; 
dead m illionaires, that go  out w ith  the  
weight o f great go ld  up on  their  sp irits, 
and wait in  the prison of p overty  and  
spiritual im p erfectio n ; sou ls laden  w ith  
external pride and passion —  I  saw these  
rays even penetra tin g  there, and that  
the divine com pleteness o f th e  life  above  
was, that it  had som eth in g  for every  
condition o f life  beneath  it ;  that the  
Christ princip le expressed in  C hristian
ity means that w hich is  capable o f  being  
understood according to th e  condition  
of every soul, h a v in g  som eth in g  for  
each; and that here  up on  earth th e  d if
ferent orders o f  relig ion  are just as es
sential for the different stages o f hum an  
thought, as the d ifferent gradations in  a 
school o f learning, or the d ifferent steps  
before you reach the h igh er  degrees of 
mathematics. T herefore, that relig ion  
itself is  the pure w h iten ess o f th e  sphere  
of L ove and W isdom , com plete  in  itse lf  
and perfect, but b e in g  broken according  
to the understanding of m a n ; that Christ 
himself broke th is  bread of life  through  
the gentle m in istration  of h is sp irit, ac
cording to  th e  understand ing o f those  
who follow ed him , and th a t various 
teachers o f various relig ion s have each  
broken th e  bread of life  and  g iv en  th e  
different rays o f sp iritua l tru th  accord
ing as the earth was prepared to r e c e iv e ; 
but that th e  lig h t  itse lf  is  one, and is  
pure and sh in in g  and true, th e  external

form  m aking no difference w ith  the  
brightness o f the Sp irit o f Truth.

A nxious to  know  m ore and m ore, I  
sa id : “W ho are the m inds b est know n  
upon earth that have risen  to the he igh t  
w hich I  now  perce iv e? ”

M y gu id e and teacher answered: 
“V ery few  of thoso w hose nam es are 
know n am ong m en, but ch iefly  those  
who have learned wisdom  in  th e  hum 
bler walks o f life , b y  kn ow ing  that G od  
is  w ise, trusting  in  the laws o f the In fi
n ite , and d oin g  each du ty  as it  cam e be
fore them  every  day. T he w h iteness of 
theso  liv es have n o t b een  seen  of m en, 
have n o t b een  consp icuous in  h istory,
—  a few  sh in in g  nam es, like th ose  who 
gave great laws to  the people  for the  
love  of th e  p e o p le ; a few  illustrious ex
am ples, lik e  those who, through m artyr
dom  for princip le, h a v e , gone  ou t in to  
th e  world of sou ls; bu t for th e  m ost 
part th ose  unw ritten  and unrecorded  
liv e s  that qu ietly  go  in to  th e  sphere of 
W isdom , and at last, through various 
changes, reach that h e ig h t and becom e  
th e  guardians of m en. T hese souls, 
lo o k in g  from  their abodes, do n ot par
ticipate  in  th e  leg isla tions o f hum an  
governm ents, in  th e  m inistration and  
affairs o f Church or S tate , in  th e  exter
nal ph ilan thropies that constitu te  som e  
o f the stages o f hum an growth, but 
rather w ith  m ild  lig h t beam  upon the  
spheres beneath  them , and b y  their  
very  brightness w in m en to  th e  paths o f  
tru th .”

I  w ould enjoin  d istin ctly  upon you  th e  
difference betw een  th e  sphere of active  
know ledge, active participation  in  b e
nevolence, active ph ilanthropy, an d  that  
o f actual w isdom  and truth, as I  saw  it. 
T here is  th is difference. T h e  m an who
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bears a torch, who carries a ligh t in to  
this building* who illum inates your c it
ies, who lends to  com merce power, who  
gives enlightenm ent to the world, turns 
to  every portion of the earth h is bright
ness as an active flame. T he stars do 
not com e out o f their places to m eet 
you; the sun does not m ove from his 
place to the earth, but om its lig h t; i t  is 
the ligh t that traverses the space b y  v i
bration; it  is  the earth’s atm osphere 
that receives or rejects it. The active  
knowledge of the earth is the sm all can
dle set in  your m idst to ligh t you in  
your daily duties; the great D iv ine  W is
dom ensphered beyond, which I  could  
not behold for its  very w hiteness, is  the  
sun, that illum inates and sheds bright
ness through the spheres beneath, but 
deviates not from its position , for by its 
very center it  holds th e  m oral universe  
in  its  control, and is  the sun and sh ield  
and strength of that universe.

Christ com ing down to earth was one  
ray of this l ig h t; but the Christ that is  
set above m ankind as the h igh est exam 
ple for human beings to follow  is  the  
Spirit of Truth that reaches th e  com 
prehension only as you perceive it, and 
is  always there, w aiting for you  to  grow.

I  gazed and gazed, still look ing  upon  
m y teacher, who seem ed rem oved a lit 
tle  from m e, w hen at last, b y  that pro
cess which is  unspeakable to  the exter
nal senses, but is  the m oving of the  
spirit through  space, I  cam e nearer to 
the abode where m y com panion on earth  
had received me, as g iven  before, in  m y  
experience on first entering Sp irit L ife. 
I  had once fe lt m yself alm ost unworthy  
to enter there. I  had fe lt that her qual
ities, her spiritual state, and her d ivine  
guardianship, were too lo fty  and angelic

for m e to enter her presence. 1 1  
fe lt the im perfections of m y earthly 1 
c losin g  round m e too  m u ch ; and 1 1 
described before th e  process where 
she received m e in to  th e  outer portion 
the hom e w hich seem ed  to be prepay 
I  now  felt, to  m y surprise, that th is ho: 
was in  the sphere w here I  now  was i 
itin g ; that I  had approached it  by i 
other pathway, and b y  th e  experiei 
of the various spheres that I  had visit 
I  seem ed to  have becom e m ore wori 
to enter th e  inn er  tem ple prepared 
her; and m y guide a n d  teacher 1 
shown m e th e  w isdom  and th e  laws ci 
trolling that sphere o f W isdom , in  1 
divine order of th e  heaven ly  bodies sj 
itually . H e  had show n m e how t 
w isdom , m oving  upon hum an comp 
sion , w rought out great results uj 
earth. I t  rem ained for her to  show  
now  th e  great m iracle o f love. I  saj 
you, conscious as I  was o f  h er  presei 
upon earth, that sh e  had still led  me 
those in ev itab le  and in fin ite  t ies  tl 
b elong  to  th e  very  sp irit o f m a n ; a 
no wisdom , how ever vast, no knowled 
how ever suprem e, could  b eg in  to cc 
pare w ith  the figh t that sh on e  upon 
now  when I  again was in  her presei 
A ll of em barrassm ent w h ich  I  fe lt wl 
first en tering  S p irit L ife  had pas: 
away. A ll the th o u g h ts o f tendern 
w hich rose up  w ithin  m e was as thou 
in  a m irror; I  fe lt th a t w hich was b 
and h igh est and nobleat in  m yself. 31 
rored in  her countenance I  saw the 
fleeted  figh t o f all lo fty  aspiratio 
youth fu l hopes, th e  am bitions for i 
love o f m ankind, th e  fu lfillm ent of t. 
w hich is  o n ly  know n in  early years, a 
w hich later m anhood robs the thouj 
of but n o t th e  sp irit. I  beheld  1



countenance as th e  other portion  o f m y
self; I  beheld  h er  sp ir it as th e  com ple
ment of m y l i f e ; I  saw  now  that n o  life  
is com plete w ithou t that love  w hich is 
the center of th e  sou l o f  w isdom , and  
that human life  w ith  its  great im perfec
tions, w ith  its  shadow s and sorrows, its  
adversities and im perfect laws, is  im per
fect because o f th e  inadequate  b len d in g  
of these tw o e lem en ts o f  life .

Oh, that th e  w isdom  of m an, sum m on
ing to the councils o f  earth in te llect, 
history, gen ius, sc ien ce, and  art, w ould  
summon also, th e  innerm ost sp ir it o f the  
universe, th e  v e iled  form  of th e  sou l of 
truth, the Is is  shadow ed in  th e  E g y p t
ian religion, th e  heart o f  J o v e  breath
ing out in  th e  g en tle  sp ir it that w as h is  
life, the M ary who was th e  m other of 
Christ, th e  love  that is  th e  sp ir it and  
soul of the un iverse.

And then m y  m ind becam e illum ined.
I  saw, through th e  orbed sphere in to  
which I  was adm itted  as one o f th e  o u t
ermost satellites, angels com pleted  in  
their lives and  perfect in  their  souls, 
who had dream ed of th e  life  beyon d  in  
the beatitude of such  in fin ite  tenderness  
as th is; m others, w hose sou ls had grown  
white through suffering; w ives and  
daughters, u n sta ined  upon earth, w hose  
spirits had given , through  liv e s  o f devo
tion, the offerings o f un recogn ized  love
— all who, through  sanctification o f th is  
blessed m in isterin g  pow er, outw rought 
the wonders o f lifo , u n seen  upon earth.
I beheld now , that, risen , transfigured, 
and glorified, th ese  becam e th e  co-equal 
interpreters o f th e  word o f G od to  m a n ; 
and that sp irits, k ingdom s, principali
ties, and powers, in  S p irit L ife , in  th e  
angel spheres, are m ade com plete  on ly  
by the trium ph o f that in tu itio n  w hich

91
is  th e  sou l o f loV ef^ td jthat voice wjiicjh 
is  the sou l o f wisdotjC^Qlg sy e r y  
th e  innerm ost Sp irit. ' * '

T o th is b lessed  com panion of m y life , 
to  th is sp irit, m ore than  to  th e  teacher  
and fr iend  to  whom  I  have referred, I  
am in d eb ted  for th is  experience. A nd  
stan ding  now  upon the verge of that 
sphere that stretches far away, I  see  the  
form  o f Christ Jesus, th e  Nazarene, the  
M an of G od, th e  T ruth T eller, w ith  
those who w ere attendants bonding  
around; and I  see  that no life  is  m ade 
com plete w ithout th is gen tlen ess, w ith
out th is sphere o f love, and that even  
the M agdalene w ho fe ll at h is feet, for
g iv en  because she loved  m uch, rises to  
th e  h e ig h t o f that sphere sooner than  
he who turns h is  face away, and is con
scious of h is  r igh teousness and rectitude  
here.

T he vo ice  o f th is  w isdom , penetratin g  
still deeper, sounded even  lik e th e  son gs  
of children, who have no consciousness  
o f sham e, no know ledge of outward in 
te llec t, no  dross o f external am bition , 
bu t who are w h ite  and clean as th e  flow
ers are, and grow sublim ely fair.

A nd thus I  beheld  the tem ple of H u 
m an W orship. I t  seem ed fash ioned of 
love  and w isdom  —  equal portions of th e  
l ife  o f m an on ea rth ; and all w ho en
tered  there, all w ho la id  their offerings 
at th is shrine, m ust have equally a bal
ance o f love and w isdom  in  their souls. 
T h is tem ple was girded round w ith  ch il
dren, and th e  lig h t o f th e ir  countenan
ces m ade joyous th e  place. F low ers  
that were th e  offerings of their liv es,  
shone out in  that b lessed  abode, and  
w ith in  w ere th e  w orshipers. T h ey  w ere  
th ose  m ade glad and free and stron g  b y  
suffering, self-sacrifice, th e  lack of pride,
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th e  abnegation of self, the fulfillm ent of 
the sphere o f L ove  and W isdom , where- 
unto all souls are inv ited  to  attend.

And there I  saw the prophecy traced  
in  golden lig h t upon the s k y : T hat eve
ry soul upon earth, every heart p in in g  
in  sorrow, every desolate place, and eve
ry w ilderness of human wrong, every  
depth of human suffering, and the spir
its who are in  prison, those who are 
girded round with am bition and pride, 
and those who are still revengeful, shall 
waken one day; and by the voice o f just 
such love as I  have found in the one who 
preceded m e to  Spirit L ife, and who 
waited for me in  th is angel sphere, shall 
be resurrected and stand free and una

sham ed, because forgiven, in  th e  light! 
of love and wisdom .

I  called m yself a r igh teou s man on 
earth. I  d id m y duty and prided myseli 
upon m y v ir tu e ; b u t I  passed  through, 
in  Sp irit L ife  in  th e  first few  m onths ol 
m y entrance there, th e  scourge of that 
self-consciousness. I  was debarred mea
surably from  that b en ign  presence to 
which I  at last have b een  restored; and 
now, w ith th is b lessin g  and th e  amenitj 
which i t  brings, I  hop e m ore fully to 
fulfill tho life  o f th e  sp ir it by  th e  humil
ity  which th e  consciousness o f i t  brings, 
this b e in g  the sphere o f L o v e  and Wis
dom.



I N S P I R A T I O N A L  POEM.
A lon g  th e  corridors o f heaven, w liere stars 

K eep  watch lik e  lam ps of n igh t,
T he angels lis ten ed  audibly,

A s tliow gh for som eth in g  out of sigh t,
Y et heard a  vo ice  o f son g  and prayer 
S till  ech o in g  through th e  spaces there.

W as it  an angel that had found  
A  new  son g  in  that h igh est heaven,

A n d gave i t  forth  that all m igh t hear,
U n til  th e  space w ith  jo y  was riven?

W as i t  because, around th e  space  
O f utter w h iteness that shone there,

Som e new er g lory  or added grace 
M ade audible th e  vo ice  o f prayer?

W as i t  because the lilie s  w hite that angels wear,
T heir  th ou gh ts, their deeds,

W ere grow n m ore beauteous and fair,
B y  answ ering to  som e sp irit’s needs?

W as i t  that G od had spoken still,
W ith in  th e  silen ce  of that place,

A  new er m andate of H is  w ill,
A n added pow er o f w onted grace?

O h, n o ; th ey  lis ten ed  earthward here,
A nd trem blings o f brigh tness cam e 

A lon g  th e  low er atm osphere,
L ik e  th e  pu lsating lin es  o f flame 

T hat seem  to  com e w hen m orn is  near.

T h ey  lis ten ed  earthward, and the song, as i f  in  prayer, 
G rew  m ore and  m ore  

L ik e  son gs o f angels m irrored there,
A n d lieavd w ith in  that heigh t before.
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W hat was it?  W as i t  saint on earth  

T hat sen t th is proud son g  up to  heaven ? 
W as it  the joy  o f  outward birth,

T he m essage that to  you  was given  
From  Christ above, that com ing back,
M ade such bright echo on heaven's track?

W as it  the loud acclaim o f praise,
T hat came up from the organ vast 

O f many consecrated days,
W herein each Sabbath seem s to last,

In  the prolonged strains that rise  
O f anthem s to the upper sk ies?

Oh, no; but down upon tho earth  
There seem ed a treasure, born o f lig h t;  

There entered in to  outward birth  
A thought, surpassing pure and w hite.

I t  was not voice o f hym n or p ra yer;
I t  was n ot serm on, loud and lon g;

. I t  was no anthem  m irrored there,
A nd sen t forth on  the w ings of son g;

B u t som ething that was like to  heaven,
A nd found an echo there above —

It  was the trem bling on earth 
O f the first glim pse of perfect love.


