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rule, are not read, the Author would

Way of exception.

P R E F A C E .
—:o:—

\ \  THAT a fuss there is about Spiritualism ! Some 
VV say (and among them  are b ig  swells of 
science), “ I t  is all bosh 1 ”  and others (and among 
them big swells of science too), “ I t’s tru e .”  Of 
course the known natural laws tell us, “  I t  can ’t  
be,” but the stupendous facts nevertheless do occur 
—“ There’s the rub.”  To m ake confusion worse, 
there are impostors who im itate paltry m anifesta
tions; these humbugs speculate safely, since we 
have plenty of folks who believe theirs to be the 
only explanation—and pay for it. I f  imitation is to 
go for the real thing, why be afraid of a  thunder
storm, when a t the theatre you can see how the 

. thing’s »done ? Im itation goes very far nowadays, 
\ a n d  we would not wonder a t hearing of a  poor 
1 youth falling desperately in love with a pretty talk- 

fog doll, if of the proper size 1 But, oh b o th e r!
I there are mediums also, who do genuine work and 
1 call it conjuring, because it pays better. Then there 
|| are priva te  mediums, who could do great work, but 
|  are cowards and traitors for love of mammon. To 
V make a perfect mess of it, we have mediums who m i x  
ft when the real is not profitable enough. Only the 
f, other day they caught a  fellow in the act of m aking 
|  false spirit photographs, after having done plenty 
ft '  of good ones. They put him in prison, but he was 
I  told (whether by himself or somebody else we don’t

that if he would confess tha t a l l  was trickery,
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Here we introduce

\  P r o fesso r  M o l e c u l e , F .R .S . ,  X . Y . Z B . I . G . A . S . S . *
%

and D r . P r o t o pl a st e r , h is  assis tan t

• T he la tte r d istinction  he obta for his clever dash against
S p iritua lism , from  the A n t i - S o ^ u a l is t  Society (now defunct)



They bind the medium (a mere lad) rather tightly, and 

the Professor puts his private seal, newly made, on a 

lock of his hair. After mutually admiring their clever

ness, they take'their seats before the curtain.
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“ Dear me, there’s the figure again! It shows intelli

gence, too ! ” Not a sound to be heard, although they prick 

up their ears like rabbits ! Figure says, “ Good-bye.” 

Photo, taken immediately afterwards. Result: vide pre

vious picture. Isn’t it odd ? Now they help the medium 

down again, and—
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That’s too rude!—down conies the c a t! This horrid

warning of what might be their own fate puts them

quickly on the alert. Puffs of smoke come; they sniff,

smell—can’t be sulphur—nor yet powder—it’s more like

“ baccy!” With trembling steps and scientific caution 

they approach the “ chamber of horrors,” and_

2 0



Find medium quite at ease, smoking his pipe and

iangling his legs cheerfully. The two inquirers take to

their heels in a twinkling, dropping spectacles on the

etovmd.
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Ah—eh oh—u h !ll Heaven protect us! Horror

of horrors! Nail and hammer protrude with giant arms.

They don't stop for further development, but, terrified,

in a space of time not measurable byroom

earthly instruments.



This shock proved too much for both. We now 

find them in the sick-toom with their old friend. D». .

FAIKREASON.
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FINALE.

p ro tf laster overheard this conversation with 
cr'se delight, and felt secret pleasure in seeing his 
se-|y master soundly beaten. He cunningly and 
gictiy contrived to get the current papers on the 
cf^ct, and pursued with growing interest such 

dicals as the old and respectable London Sfii- 
X>e\ l  M agazine, the popular M edium and D ay-

evere ft iJ
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o f \ S c
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