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SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY vs. DIABOLISM.

LECTURE I.

"F o r I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi­
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God.” 
Rom. viii. 88-9.

It is a question of primary importance to human beings 
to know, whether, indeed, the above sentiment, uttered by 
the Apostle Paul, is truth, which can be substantiated by 
reason. “ The love of God,” signifies, in its broadest sense, 
the provision made for the safety, the present and ultimate 
welfare of mankind by the Father; who, as God, must pos­
sess power to provide means to secure the highest welfare 
of his children. It becomes intelligent man, in an age like 
the present, to reason of all things concerning his present 
and future; to question authority which contradicts reason, 
be that revelation, or creeds and dogmas established by 
man in the flesh. ‘

The doctrine of Devils, or the power of Evil Spirits over 
man in the flesh and spirit, is exciting the minds of the 
thoughtful, at present, to a considerable extent, and justly. 
Nothing concerns mankind more deeply than to understand 
the character of their relations to the spirit world, and the 
intelligences therein; and what powers the latter possess 
over them; whether, indeed, they are subject to the will and 
power of disembodied fiends, who roam unrestrained among



the children of earth, to scatter the poison of depravity 
wherever they go, or whether there is order in the higher 
life that restrains these—such heaven-horn order as results 
from the higher civilization, the superior powers, developed 
in a state of existence where the facilities for improvement 
are not bounded by the barriers that oppose them in the 
first state.- Man, I repeat, is interested to know whether 
he is a victim to the irresponsible, unrestrained powers of 
the invisible world of intelligences, or whether he is the sub­
ject of the watchful, fatherly care of a power that is termed 
Infinite, or God, that exercises intelligence for the purpose 
of blessing man, of elevating him from his naturally de­
pressed condition. He should know of a certainty, whether, 
when he lifts his aspirations to heaven for bread to feed his 
hungry spirit, he is in danger of receiving the vile poison, 
bred of insane, loathsome depravity, whose influence upon 
the spirit is to drag it down to wallow in the mire of sensu­
ality ; which is infinitely worse than the stone that would 
but starve the physical body, and the Berpent that would 
but sting it to death.

"With the light of reason, philosophy, and revelation, 
which the present age is revealing, men can solve the im­
portant problem, and put themselves at rest upon it. Many 
are resting upon it now, as though it were solved; but the 
solution which has been given has bestowed an unquiet 
rest, such, indeed, as would be enjoyed upon a bed of 
thorns.

I propose to array the Spiritual Philosophy against the 
doctrine of Diabolism, so prevalent among Spiritualists, and 
considered by many as a fundamental doctrine of the Phi­
losophy, I am well aware of the forces with which I have 
to contend, which are so formidable that many have hesi­
tated before them, and waited for time to dispel the dark­
ness that overshadows earthly minds, and to make way for 
the light of truth, before venturing to offer a theory con­
trary to the one so generally received upon this subject. 
Waiting without effort to draw attention to important prin­
ciples relative to the subject, is only to defer the triumph 
of truth; but delay in this matter has afl’orded time for the
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THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY VS. DIABOLISM. 5

a c c u m u la t io n  o f  te s t im o n y  o n  b o th  Bides o f  th e  q u e s tio n , 
w h ic h  is o f  th e  u tm o s t im p o r ta n c e  to  i ts  j u s t  c o n s id e ra tio n .

I claim that true Spiritualism, which is at the same time 
a Philosophy and a Religion, is so muc,h in advance of other 
systems of religion, that it dispenses with a devil in  the un i­
verse; and likewise with the legions o f devils with which the 
theology of the ages has peopled earth, and air, and every 
region where there was man to harass and torment. The 
very principles upon which this system is based, are utterly 
at variance with the doctrine of the supremacy of evil in 
any sphere of life; or, that it is propagated from higher to 
lower spheres. One of its foundation stones is the prin­
ciple, that good is 'predominant throughout universal nature; 
expressed through progressive action, which conducts mat­
ter and mind on from stage to stage, from sphere to sphere, 
each successive one higher than the last; the higher being 
the instruments of assisting the progress of the lower. The 
God it acknowledges is supremely wise, just, powerful, and 
beneficent; possessing the attribute of intelligence in infi­
nite perfection to control His other attributes. His om­
niscience and omnipresence cause His omnipotence to 
subserve every purpose of nature, to the end o f eliciting 
good—of furthering progress of matter and mind from the 
chaotic, the undeveloped state. It recognizes man as the 
arm of the Omnipotent to aid the progress of all nature— 
himself and his dependent brother included. In thus in­
vesting man with powers akin to those of the Infinite Mind, 
it makes him, in the various spheres of life, the legislator 
for those spheres. It places him in God’s stead, according 
to the wisdom and power he has developed. Thus, in 
earth-life, he is supreme legislator for society there, subject, 
only, to the spiritual influence emanating from a higher 
sphere, which may, or may not, be recognized as a guiding 
power, or as existing at all.

The precedent is established among men on earth, and 
by the highest intelligence they have developed, that the 
higher are the guides and governors of the lower—those 
who need guiding and governing. The civilized portions 
of the race are the natural guardians of the savage and semi­



civilized; and they exercise what influence is possible over 
these latter to aid their progress into a higher condition. 
They govern them, if they have them in their power, and 
subject them to civilizing influences. This is the preroga­
tive of, truly civilized governments. I do not speak of the 
barbarisms that yet attach, in a degree, to the most civilized 
nations the earth can boast, which hinder the beneficent 
action of high civilization upon dependent tribes and nations 
low in the scale of development. It will not be denied by 
any intelligent individual, that justice demands that those 
who possess knowledge should make it their business to 
impart it to whoever has need of it, as far as in their power; 
that those who have it in their .power to disseminate order 
among the tribes and families of men should do this; that 
whoever can, in justice to himself, exercise power through 
ingenuity, persuasion, or coercion, to protect the weak and 
innocent against injustice, should also do this; on the prin­
ciple, that the weak by nature, demand support and pro­
tection from the strong. Whoever denies these principles 
of justice, written in indelible characters in unperverted 
human nature, denies the first principles of law and govern­
ment, and would institute chaos in society.

Nature delegates power to the wise. By wisdom were 
introduced and established every form of law and order 
that have exerted their influence to ameliorate the condi­
tion of the different nations and societies into which the 
race of man is divided, and bring them out of the condition 
of bondage to sensuality and ignorance, which was the first 
estate of the race. Wisdom devises means, or discovers 
power, whereby to put its schemes into execution; therefore, 
it is competent in any society or sphere, to compass the ends 
of justice.

The knowledge developed by man on the material plane, 
is not, strictly speaking, wisdom. It is too much tinctured 
with the results of false reasoning to serve completely the 
ends of justice; yet it opens the way for the unfoldment of 
true wisdom in the sphere where materiality does not ob­
struct the action of mind, and where justice is to be served 
the same as in the lower sphere. If human governments
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THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY VS. DIABOLISM. 7

fail, as yet, to serve fully the ends of justice; and man, in 
every nation, from lowest to highest, mourns and droops 
under some form of oppression, or for lack of proper care 
from his appointed guardians, the legislators of his state or 
nation, it may be justly reasoned, that, in the higher state, 
this low condition can be improved upon. It can readily 
be conceived that the wisdom of men, the result of study, 
experience, and practical application of principles in eartli- 
life, can be put to practical use in a sphere where every 
grade of humanity exists the same as in earth-life; and 
where law and order is as necessary as in the latter state. 
Why should not the wisdom of statesmen and the benevo­
lence of philanthropists operate, for the same ends in Bpirit* 
life as they do in the first state? Is it to be for a moment 
believed that man changes his nature on stepping over the 
threshold that divides the two states of being? That what 
were his needs, his pleasures, his proclivities, his studies, 
and his employments, cease to be such there, so entirely, that 
a different mode of existence is entered upon ?

It iB a fundamental principle of the Spiritual Philsophy, 
that life in the second sphere is a perpetuation of the modes 
established in the first; these modes being spiritualized— 
exhibiting themselves on a higher plane to suit the spiritual 
life of man and all nature. According to this doctrine, 
which every spiritualist is prepared to endorse who has any 
knowledge of the principles of his faith, there is a perpetu­
ation of law and order; of legislation, and provision for all 
the needs of individuals and society in spirit-life. As man 
does not cease to be man when he is unclothed of the phys­
ical form, but retains what attributes of manhood he has 
developed, he will continue to exercise these attributes, both 
for securing his own welfare and that of others.

The spirit world receives all grades of human beings. 
Over the highway that leads from the physical sphere to 
the spiritual, passes, in perpetual flow, a stream of humanity 
destined to people the higher sphere; to make its society, 
and establish conditions as various in different localities on 
the sphere as there are varieties of classes of individuals. 
Legislation provides for this constant influx of population,



as it would in civilized communities on earth provide for 
whatever people might be added to a community. Did it 
not do this, or were there no legislation in the sphere to 
make provision for the regulation of the masses, there would 
be a state of anarchy of which the human mind can scarcely 
conceive. People there must be subordinated to law, if the 
ends of justice are attained. Social regulations are as 
necessary there as on earth; and coercive measures must 
be adopted to restrain the multitudes who are slaves to 
passion, and who would prey upon their fellows, unless 
restrained.

The good are a safe law unto themselves; nevertheless, for 
the regulation of their lives, certain rules of order must be 
established; for wherever men associate, rules, social regu­
lations, are indispensable for securing and perpetuating 
harmonious relations. The order which grades society; 
appoints individuals their appropriate spheres of action; 
provides for the instruction of all classes in whatever 
branches of knowledge are appropriate for them to study;

» that protects the helpless and innocent from wrong; and 
confines vice within such bounds as to prevent its propaga­
tion; is that which the second sphere has developed.

Wise men in this sphere have improved upon the methods 
of ordering society practiced by the highest people in earth- 
life. They have experimented to some purpose during 
their long lives on earth and in the sphere; and, likewise, 
being highly developed spiritually, they have drawn from 
fountains of wisdom in the spheres above, to aid them 
in putting into practical operation such rules to regulate 
society in the sphere as should satisfy the demands of 
justice, and thus secure to man on this plane means of 
rapid progress. Surely, reason cannot demur at this state­
ment. If man is a progressive being, and retains his iden­
tity after death, he surely must progress into a higher, 
truer comprehension of law, and its adaptation to society. 
Progress signifies improvement upon the instincts and the 
reason of human nature. Man, in the incipiency of his 
being, possesses the germ of every truth, of every law 
within him, as a portion of his germinal spiritual nature

8 THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY VS. DIABOLISM. yV ; .



TEe divinity within him, which is this germinal God-like 
nature, outworks itself by slow degrees; but even in the 
first state of being, his 'instincts and his intelligence begin 
to outwork it, and he initiates methods of life which aro 
the true ones when they are outwrought fully in his pro­
gressive career. The instinct of government exhibits itself 
in the savage; the civilized man has improved upon this 
low instinct, and through the form of government he con­
ceives, high order is established in society, compared to 
that which resulted from the conception of the savage. In 
the higher life, where the higher nature of man develops as 
it can not in earth-life, reason unfolds itself to the degree that 
the mind grasps principles of which it before could not con­
ceive, and applies them to the improvement of his early 
methods. With the superior light he possesses in this state 
on the science of mind—of human nature—he can adapt laws 
and rules to all grades of society, that will secure their 
highest good.

Man on the spiritual plane deals with forces he can com­
mand. He learns to control the elements of nature and the, 
human mind, on planes below his. He is not the helpless 
victim  to law that some have pictured him. Could it be 
conceived that law, as it operates in the realm of spirit, for­
bids the interference of one individual with another, or of 
social rules with any class of people, then it might be 
believed that chaos reigns there; and anarchy and license 
run rampant, and none are safe, or have any means of pro­
tection against the evil-disposed. Could it bo conceived 
that the more perfect operation of law on the spiritual plane 
does not sanction whatever means may be discovered to aid 
in the perfect operation of laws which relate to the associ­
ation of human beings, and which either permit or forbid 
the intermingling of certain grades, then it might be 
believed that nature’s law is reversed in the spiritual state, 
and man is not at liberty there to put in execution means 
which he knows are adapted to the wants of mankind. 
Nature and analogy teach that there is no reversion of the 
order of nature in the second state of existence, or any 
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above that; if there were, it would be most inappropriate 
to call the second the higher state. It would be lower, in 
the truest sense.

When man in the physical state imagines himself to be 
the victim of malignant spirits, inhabitants of the spirit 
world, he overlooks all the principles I have enunciated. 
He, in effect, declares his belief that there is no order in 
spirit-life; that there, the operation of inexorable law is 
not directed by intelligence; that justice does not there 
bear sway, even to the extent it does in earth-life; that in­
telligence does not rule there as effectually as it does in 
earth-life; in fine, that the order which intelligence has 
discovered to be conducive to progress, is displaced by the 
anarchy and license which lead directly to barbarism. I 
repeat: By accepting the doctrine of Diabolism as it is 
taught to-day by Spiritualists, one declares his belief in the 
subversion of law to anarchy and barbarism, in the next 
state of existence.

What barbarism earth has ever known can compare with 
that of a state where the accumulated millions of the de­
praved, inhabiting the second sphere from every nation and 
people on the earth, are allowed to “follow their attrac­
tions,” according to the definition of this phrase usually 
given ? Where they are allowed to go where they will and 
do what they will, w ith  none to say nay, or to place a barrier 
between them and the accomplishment of their evil designs 
upon humanity ? The human mind shrinks, appalled, at 
the contemplation of what would be, did not law and order 
reign in spirit-life! 0  death ! thy sting would be terrible
indeed, did the departing spirit expect to be ushered into a 
state where devils would be more likely to seizt? upon it 
at once, than angels; and where it might expect life would 
be but a series of conflicts with determined fiends who 
roam at will among the inhabitants of the sphere, as well as 
in earth’s atmosphere !

Imagination cannot exaggerate the wofulness, the hor­
rors, that would attend life, were this doctrine true. rJhose 
who teach and believe it, very seldom trace it to its ultimate 
consequences. Indeed, in its ultimate consequences, it would

10 THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY VS. DIABOLISM.



annihilate all nature, and God its indwelling spirit. It 
presupposes a state of things that can not possibly exist in 
consonance with the order of nature. It denies, in effect, 
that God is; because it denies that intelligence possesses 
power to dictate in a manner that the ends of justice f)e 
served. It declares that man on on§ plane of life has no 
power over his fellow man on the same plane to restrain or 
guide him; and in thus declaring, it severs man from the 
guardianship of higher intelligence. It cannot be denied 
that this is the logical consequence of this doctrine. If man 
on earth were not subject to whatever power his fellow 
man might develop over him, he would be utterly beyond 
his influence, and beyond the influence of any; for God 
rules man through man. A criminal can be chained who 
resists moral force; this is a species of power which man, 
or society on a low plane, possesses over the delinquent; 
and it supplies the place of a higher force until the crim­
inal reaches the stage where he is susceptible to a higher.

Bolts and bars, houses of correction and asylums, on tho 
earthly plane, serve the purpose of restraining the evil-dis- 
posed and insane from depredating upon the rights of others.

These means have blessed society; and without them, 
civilized society could not exist. The bolts and bars are 
suited only to the lower—the first plane of life; but on the 
second plane, a power is substituted for them more effectual 
to restrain; more effectual, because it restrains the mind, 
the disposition, and makes that a restraining power over the 
outer man. The felon in earth-life will undermine his dun­
geon wall, saw through his grated window, and escape from 
the bondage of a prison that holds the body but does not 
affect the mind to restrain it in the pursuit of evil. In spirit- 
life, there is no escape from the power which a strong, cul­
tivated will can exercise over the grossest mind; one to 
which it is adapted magnetically. The only chains that 
bind, in this life, are those which mind casts over inferior 
mind, to bring it up, not to drag i t  down. They are the supe­
riors who rule in spirit-life, not tho inferiors, either in morals 
or in intellectual development; so decided to be bylaw. 
Real progress in knowledge is always accompanied by
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progress in morals, in purity of character; and the intellect 
that is sufficiently cultivated to exercise an effectual power 
over mind, is above grossness; it can not deal treacherously 
with its brother. This is the rule in spirit-life; and on 
earth, thoso who are observant, will discover, that really 
cultivated intellects do not display inclinations to gross 
habits and practices. The truth is, that error is allied to 
grossness of every other nature, it being itself grossness— 
impurity; and philosophers, socalled, who are wise in 
spurious knowledge—whose opinions are a mixture of 
truth and error—are not above the grade who practice im­
morality. It is a provision of nature most beneficent in its 
results, that deep discrimination of mind is only possible 
with the pure. Grossness is a bewildering vapor that 
beclouds the mental perceptions. They, only, who have 
thrown aside the veil of' depravity which obscures their 
finer mental vision, are adapted to discover and put in prac­
tice the principles by which mind is subjected to mind, 
thoroughly and effectually, for the purpose of guiding it on 
in its development. Thus, no injustice is possible to be 
done by the thorough application of these laws. It is only 
the debased, and those who are ignorant of the conse­
quences of law, who will willfully pervert law to selfish 
ends; and the power of such is very limited.

Assumption of power, is the prerogative of the wise who 
will not abuse it. To place man, on his entrance into spirit- 
life, in the direct path of progress, is the prerogative of the 
intelligence which rules in the second sphere, under God. 
The means being discovered whereby this can be done, to 
put them in operation, is the legitimate use of power. To so 
arrange the social order that vice can not be propagated 
from the circle or class where it is, is protecting every class 
of society above this lowest, from its baneful influence. To 
prevent the criminal and those who have been in the prac­
tice of vice in the lower sphere from continuing in its prac­
tice in this higher, is to check the exercise of perverted 
faculties, and incline the nature, gradually, to the legitimate 
use of its powers; is to begin the reformation of the vicious. 
This is what society in spirit-life does for this class of its
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dependent children, because it can. The means have been 
there developed whereby it can be done, and justice pro­
claims that man would be recreant to his highest obliga­
tions, did he not do it.

When men on the earthly plane shall have discovered 
the means of doing the same for society, effectually, then 
crime will cease among men, and vice be outgrown. It is 
the order of nature, that, on each successive plane of life, 
man is to discover the means to secure his welfare 011 that 
plane; is to develop them as he develops his nature. In­
spiration is always man’s powerful assistant in every sphere, 
and the more powerful in the higher sphere. It maybe 
asked by some, if the order is so high in spirit-life, why 
has not that order been propagated to earth-life; and why 
do not ministering spirits put in practice the same methods 
there that they use at home ? I answer: It is because it is 
not in their power to do it. The development of human­
ity is gradual; must be; there is no such thing as a sudden 
transformation of mind from low to high mentality; from 
low to high spirituality; and it is with races and nations 
as with individuals,—they must develop the power to con­
ceive of any truth before they can make it their own and 
practice upon it.

The inspirational faculty of man’s nature subjects him to 
the influence of spirits of the next higher sphere—connects 
him with the Infinite Father; yet, though all-powerful as 
God is, He rules by law; never overstepping its bounds; 
but directs it by infinite wisdom, that the best results may 
flow from its operations to His children on every plane of 
life. God keeps in operation such laws as induce natural 
growth—progress in a legitimate way. He aids this growth 
by every means His intelligence can devise; still, it is 
natural and slow; for the process of unfoldment of matter 
and mind is nature’s laborious work, and time only can 
accomplish it.

The wisdom of the second sphere devises for the welfare 
of men in the flesh, and puts its schemes in execution as 
rapidly as the unfolding spiritual and intellectual nature 
of the race will admit. Men have been inspired since gov-
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ernmeuts were first instituted upon earth, to improve upon 
them. Through their inspirational natures, rulers and 
legislators have received hints which they have applied for 
the good of society in the improvement of codes, and social 
regulations. Philanthropy has established reformatory 
movements, in all ages, by tho aid of inspiration; and 
nothing good has been done among men but what has been 
aided by this, heaven’s means of blessing mankind, and 
impelling them onward in the road of progress. Disem­
bodied spirits will never take man’s work out of his hands; 
but only help him to do it. They will urge the necessity 
of works of reform upon man as fast as his mind can con­
ceive of their necessity, and devise means, by spiritual aid, 
to accomplish them. Philanthropists are now talking of 
prison discipline, urged to it by the invisible forces which 
are pushing the race on to a higher state, as well as by 
their own reason and philanthropy. They are beginning 
to conceive that there is a more potent force for preventing 
crime and reforming the criminal than'dismal prison cells, 
and cruel treatment. They will, by and by, conceive of the 
very power that spirits in the second sphere use to restrain 
the vicious there; and learn to put it in practice.to such 
an extent as to greatly ameliorate the condition of society 
at large, and especially of the depressed class, the vile and 
criminal.

Whoever has witnessed the experiments in psychology 
which have been made within the last few years, will un­
derstand, that will-power exercised by mind over mind in 
the flesh can command it. Psychological science, studied 
and put in practice, will effect a revolution' in the methods 
of treatment of criminals, the vicious and insane; and the 
help that spirits will give in putting this force into action, 
will be very efficient; for they can stimulate the forces of 
individual minds to a great degree, when they have ac­
quired a power over them.

Thus, in the way I have described, the spirit world prop­
agates its modes to the physical, and exercises a sway over 
society in the physical. In my opening remarks, I pre­
sented this proposition: That it is the prerogative of the

14 THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY VS. DIABOLISM.



h igh er to reach dow n and assist the low er to r is e ; th at this 
w as nature’s m ethod, from  the low est to the h igh est o f  her 
form s and spheres. In  ap p lyin g  this principle fu rther to 
m y subject, I  a ffirm : That the order, in the second sphere, 
which restrains the viciously inclined from  preying upon society 
and individuals in  that life, restrains them also from  preying 
upon individuals and society in  earth-life; and thus, is the 
means o f carrying out this established law in nature. A s  in te l­
ligen ce  aids in  the operation o f  law , it  is perfectly  le g iti­
m ate, and according to a ll precedent, th at it should thus 
p rotect earth ’s children from  the devastatin g influences 
w h ich  it  w o u ld  b e in th e pow er o f  departed spirits to scat­
ter, w ere th ey  a llow ed  to go , unrestrained, w here th eir  in ­
clinations, w o u ld  lead  them .

N e ith e r  G o d  nor nature ever conferred the rig h t upon 
on e m an to  p rey  upon another. T h e  phrase, “ human rights,” 
signifies som ething, in  the v ie w  o f  those w ho provide for 
th e m aintenance o f  the rights o f  the people in sp irit-life, 
and in  .earth-life, as far as th ey  are able. D id  these concede 
th e p riv ile g e  to  depraved spirits to scatter th eir  m agnetic 
influences w h eresoever th ey  w ill, th ey  w o u ld  be o u trag in g  
th e  rig h ts  o f  th ese m isguided ones as w e ll as those o f  their 
victim s. B y  nature, every  one has a r ig h t to be led  in the 
r ig h t  path , i f  h e  has not the pow er to pursue it  b y  his ow n 
w ill. T h e  infan t in  years has an undoubted r ig h t to  de­
p en d  upon th e stren gth  o f  others for support u n til he can 
b ear h is ow n w e ig h t;  so the infantile nature, be it  d e­
p raved  or idiotic, has a rig h t to support from  the strong. 
A l l  stand upon one level, in  respect to rights,* in  n atu re ’s 
v ie w ; and provision  is m ade for the protection o f  th e rig h ts  
o f  all, w h en  i t  is forbidden, b y  the order o f  society in  th e 
n e x t sphere, th at depraved spirits interfere in  an y  w a y  w ith  
earth ’s children, u n til they have outgrow n d ep ravity  so far 
as to  w ish  to  com m unicate w ith  them  from  a good  m otive. 
U n d evelo p ed  spirits do com m unicate d irectly  w ith  in d iv id ­
u als in  th e flesh— undeveloped in the sense o f  b e in g  u n cu l­
tivated , ignorant, and in ju d ic io u s; yet, th is class are not 
m alicious in  th e sense th at th ey  are capable o f  th e  diabolic 
intent o f  d oin g  deliberate in ju ry  to  th e ir  fe llow s in  earth-
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life. T h e  m agnetism  o f  hatred , reven ge, such as attaches 
to a fiendish nature, is o f  a m ore d eleterious character than 
th at o f  ign oran ce and m ental im b ecility , m e r e ly ; its influ­
ence b e in g  to deprave so deeply, th at hum an sufferin g is 
increased and prop agated  b y  it  to a far g reater  d egree than 
b y  th at o f  ignorance. I t  is true, th at grossness o f  ev ery  
nature is allied , and th e ign oran t are apt to b e depraved in 
other se n se s; y e t, a distin ction  exists b etw een  th at grad e 
o f  depravity  w h ich  w o u ld  d elib erate ly  cu rse m an kin d  w ith  
m alicious intent, and th at w h ich  preven ts its victim s, w h o  
are se ek in g  to do w ell, from  d o in g  th e g o o d  intended. 
T h e  ign oran t defeat th e ir  ow n plans b y  th e ir  ign orance, 
often, w hen these plans orig in ate  in  good, and are fo r  
praisew orthy objects. I t  is ju s t  th at th e  goo d  th at is in  the 
ign oran t be encouraged, and th e ir  efforts to do w ell, sec­
onded b y  those w ho g u id e  the d ifferent classes o f  m an kind ' 
on the low er planes. N o  possib le g o o d  can com e from  
en cou ragin g  m alice  in  a  hum an s p ir it ; for it  is a pestifer­
ous m iasm  th at m ust be elim in ated  from  th e b ein g, n ot 
a llow ed  to  rem ain or in crease its in flu e n c e ; therefore, i t  is 
not ju s t  to  en courage the evil-disposed, b y  a llo w in g  them  
to scatter th e ir  m alicious influences.

T h e  m istakes w h ich  th e  low est class o f  spirits w h o  com ­
m unicate m ake, in  attem p tin g  to  control m ed ia  to  d isp lay  
sp iritual phenom ena, and g iv e  im portan t com m un ication s, 
lead  to erroneous opinions concern in g th e S p iritu al P h ilo so ­
p h y ; and h ence, are dep lorab le; y e t  these spirits w ill  acquire, 
b y  experience, th e k n o w led g e  w h ich  w ill  cause them  to d irect 
th e ir  pow ers, p rop erly , for the prom otion o f  good. B y  e x ­
p erim enting, a ll  m an kin d  learn the im portan t tru th s th ey  
m u st u n d erstan d ; and  G o d  perm its exp erim e n tin g  am on g 
a ll classes, to a certain  exten t.

T h e  lo w  w ho m inister in  earth-life, m inister to  th e  l o w ; 
and th eir  m agnetism  is fitted  to  those w h om  th e y  guard , o r  
w ith  w hom  th ey  h ave close association— as n early  as it  
can be, considering a ll circum stances. T h e  debased are 
guarded  b y  a  grad e a llied  to th em  m a g n e tica lly , b u t n o t 
debased lik e  them . T h e  guardians o f th is  class, l ik e  those 
o f  every  other, m ust b e on a plan e not far rem oved  from
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th at o f  th eir wards, that there m ay be such an affin ity  betw een 
guardian  and w ard  that the form er can perform  his office 
properly. Y e t ,  the class th at com e nearest to the v ile  and 
m alicious in earth-life, w ho are perm itted  to guard  them , 
and thus show er their influence' upon them , have so far 
o utgrow n  the condition o f  th eir  w ards that th ey lab or for 
them  w ith  a goo d  m otive, try in g  to do w ell. T h e ir  m ag­
n etic influence is, therefore, e levatin g  in its tenden cy, to 
th is low  class. , E v e ry  class o f  sp irit gu ard ian s are thus 
fitted  to th eir  w ards, and b e in g  m agn etica lly  h igh er, th e ir  
influen ce m ust be e levatin g  to them .

T h e  rule in  sp irit-life  is, th at in dividuals th ere shall 
associate w ith those on th eir  ow n plane, and those above 
th em  as far as th e y  c a n ; for this is possible on a plan e o f  
life  w h ere h igh  order r e ig n s ; and on ly  interm in gle  w ith  
those below  them  as teachers or guardians, b e in g  friends 
and relatives, w hose d uty and pleasure it  is to m inister to 
th e ir  friends and k in d red , or philanthropists, w hose d u ty  
and pleasure it  is to seek  out the lo w ly  to do them  good. 
T h is  rule is k e p t in  v ie w  and acted upon in app oin tin g  the 
guardians o f  in d ivid uals in  the flesh, and, in  g u a rd in g  the 
latter from  th e influences o f  spirits w hose m agnetism  w ould  
be degradin g. A  superior class o f  spirits g u id e  the guard ­
ians o f  individuals, bein g  guid es also to the latter, in a truer 
sense than the low er grade o f  guardians are, and these d ictate 
as to w h o, or w h at classes o f  spirits, shall be perm itted  to 
approach people in earth-life and th ro w  th eir influence 
upon them . I f  the pow er o f  the guardians is not sufficient 
to protect th eir  charges, the gu id es add th eir  ow n influen ce 
and p sych o log ica l power, and repel those w hom  th ey  m ust.

B y  concert o f action, and a universal understanding o f the 
requirements o f the established order in the sphere, is th is order 
m aintained  as I  have described. T h u s, th e law  before re­
ferred  to, is m ade inviolable. In te lligen ce  m akes it  in v i­
olable, as in telligen ce am ong th e officers o f  an earth ly  
govern m en t provides for the execution  o f  law . “  T h e  de­
p rav ity  th at is in  the h igh er sphere shall not be p rop agated  
to the low er,”  says the h igh  in te llig en ce  o f  the sphere ;

3
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for, since it can be prevented, it  is G o d ’s im p erative  w ill 
that it  shall b e ; for H e  w ills  the best good, possible, to H is 
children on every  plane. T h e  theories w h ich  are advanced 
b y the ign oran t w ho com m unicate, are addressed to the rea­
son o f  m ankind, and are as su itab le ' for them  to exercise 
their ju d g m e n t upon as w h a t th ey  receive  from  m inds in 
the flesh.

W h e n  people are on th e ir  g u ard  again st low  influences, 
they repel them , w h eth er th ey  are from  theories advan ced 
in com m unications, or books, or from  corru p t in dividuals, 
w hose very presence is poison to those w ho have not aroused 
th eir natures to repel th e ir  influen ce. I t  is not possib le 
for men in  the flesh to be on th e ir  gu ard  again st d isem ­
bodied  s p ir its ; and the in te llig en ce  o f  the second sphere 
takes th is into  consideration, and provides for the safety  
o f  those w ho cann ot provide for it  them selves.

“ B u t ,”  sa y s^ n e, or m ultitudes, rath er: “  S p irits  m u st not 
be deprived  o f  the r ig h t o f  exercisin g  th eir  natures b y  as­
sociation w ith  th eir  fe llow s as th e y  lik e , or o f  co m in g  b a ck  
and com m u n icatin g w ith  m en in th e f le s h ; for th eir  pro­
gress dem ands it .”  Can it be said, in the face o f  reason 
and experience, th at the progress o f  an evil-d isposed  sp irit 
is prom oted b y  his b e in g  allow ed  to exercise his fiendish 
nature upon an in d ivid u al in the flesh, or in the sp irit ? 
B y  k eep in g  that nature in  exercise, w ill  he outgrow  it?  
M en cannot progress, iu any state, by associatin g to exercise 
v ile  passions. Spirits can liv e  and progress in the second 
sphere, b ein g  d eprived  o f  the p riv ile g e  o f  co m in g  b a c k  to 
earth for an y len gth  o f  tim e w h ich  necessity m ay dem and. 
T h e ir  attractions can be satisfied in  th at sphere, aw ay from  
the plan e w here the influences o f  the ph ysica l state pre­
dom inate, sufficiently  to a llow  o f  progress, fo r  a  season, 
lon ger or shorter, as circum stances m ay dictate. T h e y  are 
spiritual, and adapted  to th e sphere w h ich  is n o w  their 
hom e, as th ey  w ere to earth ’s sphere w h ile  th ey  w ere in 
the ph ysica l state. A l l  elem ents and m eans to prom ote 
th eir progress exist around them  in the sp h e re ; and w hat 
influence for goo d  is d erived  from  revisitin g  earth, and hold­
in g  com m unication w ith  its inhabitants, is to aid  those



influences w ith in  the sphere, w hich , o f  them selves, w ill 
suffice to secure m an’s w elfare w h ile  he m ust o f  n ecessity  
be restrained from  revis itin g  earth ’s sphere.

D isad van tages a lw ays attend the vicious. In d u lgen ce in 
e v il practices deprives persons in the flesh o f  the choicest 
b lessings heaven and earth  can b e s to w ; subjects them  to 
th e dan ger o f  incarceration w ith in  prison w alls aw ay  from  
the gen ia l lig h t o f  day, the necessary pure a ir o f  heaven, 
and the com panionship o f  friends. T h e  safety o f society is 
considered, rather than the pleasure o f  the crim inal, w hen 
restraint is th us p u t upon him . I f  he suffers in  som e re­
spects, in  others he is ben efited  b y  th is deprivation  o f  the 
p riv ile ge  to p rey  upon so ciety  and g iv e  exercise to h is ev il 
propensities. In  spirit-Tife n o th in g  m ore is done to deprive 
th e v icio u s o f  th e ir  p riv ile g es than w e ll ordered society  on 
earth doe^. T h e  m eans used there, are ve ry  m uch m ore 
eft’ectu al'th an  any used on earth, for the purpose in te n d e d ; 
th e y  are founded upon the sam e principle, and are ju s t  and 
beneficent, in  th e truest sense.

I  m ak e th e fo llo w in g  proposition from  th e prem ises laid 
dow n, w h ich  re-affirms the statem ents a lready m a d e ; v i z : 
E vil spirits do not obsess, possess, infest, or otherwise interfere 
with earth’s inhabitants; legislation, or the social order in the 
higher-life, being directed to prevent it. In  the fu rth er discus­
sion o f  th is subject I  shall consider fu rth er th e argum ents 
offered in  p ro o f o f  the opposite o f  th is proposition.
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SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY vs. DIABOLISM.

L E C T U K E  H .

“ A n d  G o d  said, L e t  there be l ig h t ;  and th ere vvaa 
lig h t.”  T h e  In fin ite O ne, o v erlo o k in g  earth ’s vast dom ain 
enshrouded in the b lackn ess o f  darkness, proclaim ed, 
th ro u gh  law , th at lig h t should  dissem inate its g en ia l influ­
ences over th e face o f  nature, and elim in ate b eau ty  and  the 
h igh est use from  th e depths o f  the d ark  w aters th at en­
shrouded the planet. T h e  fiat o f  th e O m n ip oten t w en t 
forth, declarin g  that, w hereas, chaos and apparent confu­
sion had heretofore re ign ed , th ere  should  b e order elic ited  
out, o f  th is confusion, and h igh er, and still h ig h e r  order as 
the n ew  forces n o w  set at w o rk  upon the p lan et’s surface 
m atter should perform  th e ir  office o f  rege n eratin g  it  and 
p reparin g it  to  b rin g  forth  fruit. L a w  w as the arm  o f  the 
A lm ig h ty , b y  w h ich  H e  m oved  upon the face o f  nature, 
and w ro u g h t the ch an ges w h ich  transform ed u tter d ark­
ness into  day, and chaotic m atter into  the v a r ie ty  o f  form s 
w h ich  clothe and b eau tify  th e surface.

T h e  infin ite order o f  nature, the harm ony th at is exh ib ­
ited  in  a ll the varied  operations o f  the in fin ite  variety  o f  
forces in  action th ro u gh o u t the dom ain o f  bein g, is the pro­
duct o f  the u n vary in g  action o f  law  g u id ed  b y  in te llig en ce. 
W ith o u t in telligen ce, n o th in g  is th at i s ; fo r  G o d  is the per 
fection o f  in te llig en ce, as H e  is the perfection  o f  pow er. 
L o v e , an attrib ute o f  th e D e ific  nature, gu id es its in te lli­
gen ce in the in terest o f  ju stice  and harm ony, and directs 
pow er and w isdom  to the accom plishm ent o f  goo d  to u n i­
versal nature, th rou gh  th e action of law . A g a i n : B y  the 
law  o f recip rocity  o f  action o f  the D iv in e attrib utes, love, 
g u id ed  by w isdom , can not fa il o f  securing th e good  o f  all 
nature, and especially  o f  m an, w ho is the fru it o f  all na­



ture’s action, the c lim ax o f  h er forces, the ultim ate o f  cre­
ative power.

Sh ort-sigh ted  m an can com prehend the harm onious 
action o f  law  to b u t a v e ry  lim ited  extent. H is vision  is 
veiled, that h e cannot behold  th e m ultitudinous forces in 
a c tio n ; and his in tellect is w eak, th at he can not com pre­
hend the m ysterious m ethods o f  application and m odifica­
tion o f  law  to su it progressive action in nature. W h ere 
divine order is, he often sees c h a o s ; and represents to h im ­
s e lf a condition o f  th in gs in th e universe w h ich  could  only 
exist w ere there no ru lin g  m ind, and chance, or m isdirected  
law  h eld  sw ay. A s  the v e il is grad u ally  rem oved  from  his 
m ental vision, as in te llect unfolds and reason operates, one 
b y  one th e details o f  the plan o f  the arrangem ents o f  nature 
are presented to his m ind, and he begins to grasp the idea 
o f  harm ony w h ich  is expressed in  them . A t  first, he is 
unconscious th at he is m arch in g  d irectly  into the secret 
council cham ber o f  the In finite, w here are revealed  H is 
plans o f  action, and from  w h en ce are issued the m andates 
w h ich  b in d  nature to obey in te llig e n t w ill. W h e n  he has 
b u t ju s t  entered upon the jou rn ey  o f progressive life, and 
b egin s to com prehend the harm ony o f  the D iv in e  plan and 
its p erfect adaptation to the w ants o f  m an, he is over­
w h elm ed  w ith  am azem ent w ith  w h at G od  is, and w h at is 
in store for m an. H e cries, “  en ough !”  w hen the d azzlin g  
g lo ry  o f  th e D iv in e  perfections first begin  to daw n upon 
his v is io n ; for then he is satisfied th at n othin g, in  reality, 
w ill be w an tin g  to him  as he progresses.

G o d  is love ; and, therefore, in love has he conceived  the 
plan o f  redeem in g the race o f  m an from  m ateriality— the 
grossness th at attaches to his nature in consequence o f  his 
orig in , and th e conditions en viron in g him  in the first state 
o f  his existence. Sin  is born o f  the grossness d erived  as 
a part o f  the b ein g  from the elem ents nature supplies to 
clothe the germ in al sp ir it; w h ich  is the h igh  m an in  em ­
bryo. G row th, th e  unfoldm ent o f  the outer and interior 
in connection and cooperation, develops th e m an ; e lim in ­
atin g  b y  degrees the grossness from  the nature, and b u ild ­
in g  .up w ith  m ore refined elem ents. E v il, as it  exists, is
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the result o f  the m isdirection o f  the m ental facu lties, in 
consequence o f  th eir  w eakn ess, or th e unbalanced  condition 
o f  m ind in its infancy. T h erefore, i t  is an evanescent con­
dition, outgrow n  as m an arrives at the state w hen  his fac­
ulties are so balanced th at he can d irect h is m ind properly. 
I t  is an absolute truth, in h arm on y w ith  the nature o f  
D e ity , th at n atu re ’s action is d irected  to the end o f  se­
cu rin g  m an’s speediest possible deliveran ce from  the low  
condition w hen  evil, to any exten t, holds control in  his 
being.

D iv in e  in telligen ce plans to  the end th at m an shall suffer 
from  the consequences o f  h is low -born state b u t a b r ie f 
period. H is surroundings in  earth-life are w h at th e y  are 
from  necessity. H e  m ust associate w ith  his fe llow s ou 
the sam e plane, and suffer th e consequences' o f  th is asso­
ciation, so far as th ey  tend to strengthen his p rocliv ities to 
w ro n g doing. W e re  he born a seraph, he w o u ld  associate 
w ith  his lik e , from  n ecessity  ; and evil influences w ou ld  
n ever surround him . H ad  earth sp run g forth  from  nature 
a perfected  planet, it w ou ld  n ever h ave stru gg led  th ro u gh  
m yriads o f  years w ith  low  conditions, a ch iev in g  its present 
progressed stage, a t len gth , th ro u gh  euch action as' m an 
term s destructive, as w e ll as th e opposite. N a tu re ’s order 
is irrevocable ; and every  form  is bound b y  it, and advances 
to perfection th ro u gh  i t ;  and m an is no exception.

T h e  v e ry  influences w h ich  are evil, and  w hose tend en cy 
is to prop agate ev il on the lo w er plane, are so o verru led  b y  
in te lligen ce  that th ey  serve as a m eans o f  b r in g in g  sinners 
to rep e n ta n c e ; the rem orse w h ich  fo llow s the com m ission 
o f evil deeds w hen  th e m ind is sufficiently aroused to  fee l 
th eir  enorm ity, is an efficient m eans o f  b rin gin g  about the 
regeneration o f  the vicious. T h u s God brings good  ou t o f  
e v i l ; not in the sense that evil is g o o d ; but, ex istin g  as it 
does as a necessity o f  the arrangem ent o f  nature, it  is over­
ruled by Infinite W isd om  as a means o f  d estroyin g  itself. 
A  viper, it  stings its e lf to death, and m an is rid  o f  i t ;  free 
to soar unencum bered after his high destiny. A  disease, 
it  consum es its e l f ; and leaves the nature free o f  the con­
tam inating influences o f  gross m agnetism .
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A s  nature’s effort is unceasingly d irected to the destruc­
tion o f  evil, she w ill not allow  it  to be propagated from  a 
h ig h er sphere, w h ete it can be restrained, to a low er one 
w h ere the people are very  susceptible to its influences. 
T h is  is ju s tic e ; and an ythin g short p f this w ould  be gross 
injustice. M an can not say or believe, that G od  is ju s t  and 
rules his in te lligen t creation upon the principle o f  justice, 
i f  he fails to do, through his in te llig en t agents in spirit-life, 
w h at he. can to prevent depraved spirits from  m ak in g  the 
condition o f  m an on earth moro deplorable than it  is by 
nature and surrounding circum stances. Therefore, I  re­
affirm the proposition stated in m y form er lecture on this 
su b ject: That evil spirits do not obsess, possess, infest, or other­
wise interfere with earth’s inhabitants.

In  further confirm ation o f the truth  o f  this proposition, I  
now  notice som e o f  the stron gest argum ents w hich are ad­
d uced  as evidence against it. “  L a w  is inexorable, and the 
law  o f  spirit-intercourse allow s the ev il to com e back as w ell 
as the g o o d .”  T h is  argum ent has been already partially 
considered. I  answ er fu rth e r; that although law  is inex­
orable, and perm its every strong m an the use o f  his lim bs, 
and to go  w here his inclination leads h im ; yet, intelligence 
can restrain man from  the use o f  his lim bs to go w herever his 
w ill dictates. N o  one disputes but th at law — a certain  law , 
puts it  into the m ind o f an incendiary to go-w ith  a fiendish 
design and lig h t the fire th at w ill consum e his neighbor’s 
d w ellin g, and perhaps h im self and fam ily. A n o th er law 
interferes w ith  the execution o f  this w hen the design o f  tho 
crim in al is understood, and the innocent and unsuspecting 
are saved. A g a in  : L a w  decides th at the engine im pelled 
b y  steam  p ow er, once started, shall go  d irectly on until its 
im p ellin g  force is exhausted, w ithout reference to the de­
struction it  m ay leave in its w ake. Inexorable law  im pels 
it  o n ; b u t another law  as inexorable can guide that pow er 
to beneficent action, and restrain it from  destructiveness. 
In  neither case I  have cited, is law  set aside, but m erely  
d irected  and restrained by intelligence. One law , whose 
action is beneficent, is substituted in the p lace o f  another 
w hose action w as destructive.
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“  Spirits fo llow  th eir  a ttra c tio n s; evil spirits intrude upon 
m inds th at attract them  b y  ev il th o u g h ts ,”  is asserted on 
the other side o f  th is question. I t  is ve ry  true th at all 
spirits, d isem bodied as w e ll as em bodied, fo llo w  th e ir  attrac­
tions as far as th ey  are perm itted  to  b y  the order o f  the 
households and society in  w h ich  th e y  dw ell. A  careful 
p arent w ill d ou b ly  guard  a ch ild  w hose attractions h ave 
been discovered to be for ev il com pany. U pon  th is prin ­
cip le o f  care for dependent ones, and responsibility for th eir  
w elfare, sp irit-guardians restrain the evil-m inded in spirit- 
life, and also guard  th e ir  ch arges in the sp irit and in the 
flesh against th e ir  approaches w ith  ev il intent. A h  ! d id  
evil thoughts attract dem ons, m an y in  earth-life w ould  be 
surrounded b y  such legion s as w o u ld  m ak e such a P an d e­
m onium  o f earth ’s atm osphere th at good  spirits w o u ld  find 
no place therein  ; and i f  the poor victim s w ere not d ragged  
to destruction b y  them , it  su rely  w ou ld  not be for la c k  o f  
num erical strength. T h e  consequences w h ich  w o u ld  fo llow  
as a legitim ate resu lt o f  th is d octrine o f  D e vils , can not be 
contem plated w ith ou t h o rro r; and w hen fu lly  conceived , 
m ust repel from  it  th ou g h tfu l m inds, and im pel such to seek  
for a m ore consistent explanation o f  the phen om en a under­
ly in g  this repulsive doctrine.

I t  is a dem onstrated fact, th at spirits in the flesh can cast 
a psych ologica l influence over others w ith  w hom  th ey  have 
associated, and d rag  them  on to ruin  in  spite o f  bolts and 
bars, or any barriers th at fleshly m an has y e t  learn ed to 
raise to p reven t them . T h is  is adduced  in eviden ce to 
prove th at spirits w ho have a w ill to do it, can thus affect 
people in the flesh ; none, as it is believed, h a vin g  the p ow er 
to h inder them . N o  villa in  exists in the spirit b u t w ho has a 
m aster there— one w ho is adapted to h im  and can cast over 
him  such a psych ologica l influen ce as to  restrain him  at his 
w ill. T h is determ ines the subjection o f  the evil-m in ded  to 
control, in sp irit-life, and such control as robs them  o f  the 
pow er to do the in ju ry  th at is in  their hearts to do to m or­
tals and spirits. T h is  v e ry  pow er, men in  th e flesh  m igh t 
exercise over crim inals, i f  th ey  had learned how.

P sy ch o lo g y  is one o f nature’s m ost baneficent and pow erfu l
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forces, as m an in the flesh has y e t to learn. Its  application in 
sp irit-life reaches in its effects into the physical state as an 
agen t o f  untold  good. Spirits psychologize men in the flesh, 
and th ereby exert a pow erful restrain in g influence over 
th e m ; and the m ore so, the m ore th ey  becom e susceptible 
to spirit-power. T h u s it appears w h at good circles for de­
velopm ent m ay do for the grossest as w ell as the m ost refined, 
by sp iritualizing their natures, and p lacin g  them  m ore w ithin 
the pow er o f  spirit-guardians.

I  now com e to the consideration o f  the strongest evid en ce 
offered in  p ro o f o f  the doctrine o f  D ia b o lism ; v i z : the ph e­
nom enal evidence exh ib ited  by w h at is term ed Obsession, 
Possession, and Infestation. I  term  this the strongest, for 
the reason that Spiritualists, and m ankind at large, have not 
discovered w h at is the real origin o f  these phen om en a; and 
adjudge them  to be D iab olic  influences exerted by unseen 
spirits, for w an t o f  a  m ore reasonable w ay  o f  accoun tin g  for 
them . I t  w ould sefcm, th at w ith  the lig h t Spiritualists, in 
particular, possess concern ing the pow er o f  m agnetism  on 
the hum an brain, either to disturb its natural action, or to 
restore natural action w hen it  is in a diseased state, th ey  
m igh t conceive, th at the D evils  w hich so obsess, and possess 
individuals and com m unities, are magnetic influences, or actual 
diseases o f the brain, in ducin g insane action o f  th at organ, 
rather than E n tities possessing in telligen ce and w ill, and 
in festin g  hum an beings w ith  the deliberate purpose o f  d o in g  
them  injury.

F ro m  tim e im m em orial, this class o f  phenom ena lias 
existed, and been attributed to dem oniacal influence b y  
churchm en, w hile some philosophers have v a g u e ly  con­
ceived  that its orig in  was in  the hum au b r a in ; but, not 
possessing the necessary know led ge o f  the subtle forces to 
w h ich  that organ is susceptible, and w hich  decide its action 
to be either healthy or otherw ise, th ey have been unable to 
account for it satisfactorily.

■ “  B u t ,”  says o n e : “ W h a t do you  do w ith  the phenom enon 
o f  spirits ta lk in g  through th e possessed, and declaring, in 
p lain  lan guage, their presence and intentions, and prop hecy - 
in g  th rou gh  th em ?” &c. “  W e  see exactly  the phenom enon



o f  spirit control p u t in  operation in such c a se s ; and how  
do you account for it ?”  I  a n s w e r : I t  is sp irit control, in 
some cases, exercised  th ro u gh  a d iseased  brain— a crazed  
brain. Spirit-guardian s o f  the insane do g e t  possession o f  
th eir unfortunate charges, som etim es, and use th e ir  pow er 
for the purpose o f  qu ietin g, as far as possible, the brain  and 
nervous sy s te m ; h o ld in g  possession fo r  a len g th  o f  tim e 
dependent upon circum stances. A  sp irit h o ld in g  control 
o f  a brain, im balanced to the degree th at its action is in­
sanity, can cause an in d ivid u al to ta lk  for him , b u t his ta lk  
w ill b e  insane ravin gs, because his ow n brain  can not so act 
upon the sp irit’s th o u g h t as to g iv e  it ju s t  expression. T h is  
is a law  o f  m edium ship, n ot b y  any m eans w e ll understood.

B ecau se a patien t utters blasphem ous words, raves, and 
rages, often to his ow n ph ysica l in ju ry, from  the prom ptings 
o f  a m ad brain, the sp irit w ill not let go  his hold, b u t retains 
it  for the purpose, as above stated, o f  u sin g  w h at influen ce 
he can to qu iet the brain. W h en , as it  is said, th e e v il 
sp irit suddenly lets go  his hold and leaves h is victim  free, and 
no lon ger infested  b y  any spirit, the paroxysm  has passed off, 
perhaps through the very agency which the spirit was exerting 
while the victim was cursing and raving in his name.

In sanity  acts th e  sam e under a ll circum stances ; it  is the 
resu lt o f unbalanced action o f  the brain, and is perversion  
o f  natural action. F o r  in sta n c e : A n  insane person is v e ry  apt 
to hate those w hom  he loves best in his sane condition, and 
w ill seek  to destroy them  or do them  in ju ry . T h e  m other’s 
love is often p erverted  to h a te ; also th e w ife ’s and h u sban d ’s, 
father’s, brother’s, and sister’s. M od esty  is som etim es 
changed to boldness and lew d n ess; and re lig iou s fervor to 
profane irreverence. So, w hen a k in d  and lo v in g  sp irit puts 
w ords o f  tenderness and hope into th e brain o f  one in  a 
paroxysm  o f  insan ity, th ey are apt to com e forth  th e ravin gs 
o f  hate and despair.

, W h a t m eans the phenom enon o f  epidem ics o f  th is species 
o f  m adness, such as th at w h ich  afflicted Salem , w hen so- 
called witches^ in such num bers appeared; and th at w h ich  
p revailed  at M orzin e, and w hich  have prevailed, occasion­
a lly , through the ages, in d ifferent localities ? Such  v is ita ­
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tions are epidem ics, in a true sen se; this is apparent. T h ey  
operate lik e  diseases w hich assume the form  o f  epidem ics 
that prevail in certain localities w here conditions favor their 
propagation am ong the people. T h e  phenom enon in ques­
tion originates as a  resu lt o f  psj'chological influence exerted 
by a w hole com m unity over sensitive, nervous organizations, 
com bined w ith  spiritual influences exerted by spirit-guard- 
ians to am eliorate the condition o f the affected ones. T h ose 
w ho understand psychological science sufficiently to trace 
the effects o f  mind, or a com bination o f minds, over m inds 
in seasons o f  relig ious excitem ent, or w ho have witnessed 
experim ents in psychology w here a strong-w illed  ind ivid ual 
com m ands the m ind o f  a negative one for a season, causing 
it  to act his thoughts, his im aginations, can readily  con­
ceive that a com m unity, excited to phrenzy on the subject 
o f  dem oniacal possession, can psychologize its sensitive 
m em bers into such possession.

I t  is a law  o f  m ind, that it is sensitive to the m ental 
m agnetic conditions w hich surround it, as the body is to 
the physical m agnetic conditions w hich environ it. P h ysical 
diseases prevail as epidem ics in consequence o f  m agnetic 
conditions favorin g them , to w hich  some in  a com m unity 
are m ore susceptible than o th e rs; and these are the victim s 
o f  the p revailin g  epidem ic. I t  is also a law  o f  mind, that 
m ind psychologizes m ind, reciprocally, through a com m un­
ity , w hen an excitem ent is risin g  on any subject, and the 
w eak-m in d ed  and those peculiarly  sensitive to such influ­
ence, are those to becom e victim s to delusive im aginations 
fo r the season w h ile  the excitem ent is prevailin g. In  
relig iou s revivals, scores are often psychologized  by the 
united  m ental force o f  the religious in the com m unity and 
congregation, into  realizin g the enorm ity o f  sin, the terrors 
o f  h ell, the g lo ry  o f  heaven, the love o f  Jesus, and the effi­
cacy  o f  unquestioning faith. T h e im aginations o f  the com ­
bined m ass o f  the faithful, in this case, becom e realities in  
the m inds o f those w ho have placed them selves under th eir 
influence for the purpose o f  being tau gh t in relig ious m at­
ters, and, often, o f  the unconcerned and scoffers w ho can 
not escape from  the influence o f  the pervadin g m ental



atm osphere o f  the com m unity. I t  often happens that to j f p  
effect o f  th is p sych ologica l influen ce is lastin g  upon individ- 
u a ls ; th eir m inds b ein g  influenced to change th eir course 
o f  life, and to live  accordin g to the precepts o f  the relig ion  
they adopted in an h our o f  over-excitem ent. I t  as often 
happens, how ever, th at th e influen ce is evanescent, passing 
ofl'w hen the pressure o f  the p sych o log ica l pow er is rem oved, 
or as soon as the influence upon th e m ind is th orough ly  
thrown off. C hildren, youth , fem ales, and sen sitively  organ ­
ized m ales, are those u su ally  converted  in re lig iou s r e v iv a ls ; 
the same class th at are affected by the sam e sort o f  influ­
ence exerted in tim es o f  excitem en t such as prevailed  at 
Salem  and M orzine, w hen it  w as believed  th at Satan w as let 
loose am ong the people, and w as se izin g  v ictim s from  every 
household w here he w as b y  an y m eans perm itted  to enter. 
H istory records that the excitem en t in Salem  originated  in 
a fam ily  w here som e Indian servants exercised  a m ysterious 
pow er over som e y o u n g  g irls  o f  the fam ily  and n eigh bor­
h o od ; who, it seems, assem bled in com pany w ith  those 
servants for tho purpose o f  w itn essin g  th eir  “  in can tatio n s;”  
and for b e in g  them selves operated upon th ro u gh  th eir 
power, as it w as believed. T itub a, the fem ale slave, con­
fessed, under the lash o f  her m aster, to b ew itch in g some o f  
these y o u n g  g irls. F ro m  the evidence, it  appears th at this 
slave w as a m ed iu m ; and th at the “ sittin gs”  she had held  
w ith  the g irls, had developed som e m edium  pow ers in th e m ; 
and, in th eir ignorance, to w h at p ow er could  th ey  attrib ute 
the strange m anifestations th ey  w itnessed and gave, b u t 
S atan ic; since, in  those tim es, w itch craft w as im p licitly  
b elieved  in b y  m any o f  the people, and Satan, b y  all ? It  
is stated, th at m alice prom pted P arris , the m inister, at 
whose house th e excitem en t began, to use these m anifesta­
tions as a m eans o f aven gin g  h im self on certain individuals 
o f the parish tow ard w hom  he cherished fee lin gs o f  resent­
ment. C hildren o f  his fam ily  were caused to charge the 
crim e o f  bew itch in g  them  upon certain fem ales in  the n e ig h ­
borhood w ho w ere u n d er,th e ban o f  his displeasure. T hese 
fem ales w ould  not confess the crim e ch arged  upon them . 
T h ey  w ere not o f  the class th at could b e p sych o log ized  into
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the b e lie f o f  their possession ; b u t others actually  cam e to 
believe th at th ey  w ere possessed, and m ultitudes o f  children 
and sensitive persons exhibited  the phenom enon o f  “  ob- 
cession”  and “ possession.”
, P sych ologica l and spiritual influence originated  in the 
circle held in the house o f  Parris, com bined w ith  m alice 
and ignorance, evoked  the satanic influence th at spread its 
balefu l effects over th at devoted to w n ; casting a pall o f  
deepest sorrow and gloom  over the w hole com m unity, and 
transform ing happy households into shattered w recks that 
bew ailed  m others, sisters, daughters, husbands, sons, and 
fathers, condem ned to ign om inious deaths and the burial o f 
heritics, for an im aginary crim e. T h e  church w as bound 
to exorcise Satan from  its m idst by such m eans as the old  
M osaic law  p rescrib ed ; and the honor o f  some m inisters 
m ust be sustained b y  forcin g  the people into an acceptance 
o f  th eir theory o f  the “ influences.”  P arris determ ined to 
establish his influence in the church, o f  w h ich  he w as pas­
tor, b y  prosecuting w itch craft; and C otton M ather, and 
other m inisters, and ju d g es, and influential laym en, cam e to 
his aid. A  public opinion w as established th at becam e, for 
a tim e, an irresistib le pow er, to urge the com m unity on in  
the developm ent o f w itches and the bew itched. M an y re­
sisted the pow er o f this influence, effectually, and protested  
to the end, against the reality  o f  the possessions, and tho 
in justice o f  the ju d ic ia l proceedings, w hich, together, th reat­
ened to destroy the entire com m unity. Y e t  the strong will 
of stern men, and the firm  opinion o f many o f the community, 
was a psychological power that impelled belief, in many minds, 
in the reality o f the satanic influences, and that evoked the influ­
ences where they appeared after the excitement began.

A s  surely  as a psychologizer at the present day can causa 
h is subjects to Bee serpents w rith in g  at th eir feet th at are 
not there, b u t are in the im agination o f  the psych ologizer, 
so surely did m any o f  the victim s in  old Salem  w ho suffered 
for th e im aginary crim e o f  w itchcraft, and others w ho 
b elieved  them selves bew itched, becom e victim s o f a p sych o­
log ica l pow er irresistib ly Btrong. Im agination s becam e 
realities to the sensitive, by psych ological p o w e r ; as in  the



case o f the subject w ho sees the unreal serpent w h ich  is in 
the m ind o f  the psych ologizer. S p irit influen ce w as exer­
cised to the exten t th at it could be upon th e crazed victim s 
o f  this e p id em ic; b u t it was only  exh ibited  as witchcraft; 
for the brains o f  the affected could  on ly  operate, for the 
tim e, in one w ay, and that, in the insane m anner determ ined 
b y  the p ow er th at w as influen cing them , w h ich  overbal­
anced that exercised b y  spirits in th eir  attem pts to aid th eir 
charges in th e try in g  em ergency.

In  a lecture, a ll the details o f  these rem arkable ph e­
nom ena w hich  g o  to prove them  w h at I  have stated, can 
not be narrated; b u t it  is certain th at a carefu l exam ina­
tion o f  these, in the lig h t o f  the m ental science o f  the day, 
m ust reveal th eir  origin  and nature to h ave been as I  havo 
declared.

T h e  “ in festa tio n s”  o f  num erous persons a t M orzin e, 
w hich are related as evidence o f  d iabolical influen ce, resu lted  
from  precise ly  the sam e cause as those o f  Salem . T hese 
rav in g  victim s illustrated  priestly power m ore co gen tly  than 
it is illustrated  under ordinary circum stances. T h e  priests 
at the altar had educated the people into a b e lie f  in de­
m oniacal possession s; and som e signs b ein g  at first exh ib ­
ited w hich could be construed into  infestations o f  dem ons, 
these w ere so construed at once, and a com m un ity caused 
to believe in i t ;  and through its p sych o log ica l influen ce, 
aggravate, ten fold, the sym ptom s o f  in san ity  or nervous ex­
citem ent in  any. T h e  sym ptom s exh ib ited  d u rin g  this 
epidem ic w ere such as the insane show  w hen th ey  are un­
der spirit control. T h e  victim s w ere insane at in te rv a ls ; 
their nervous and brain forces h a v in g  been so w ro u gh t 
upon as to cause paroxysm s o f  insan ity— seasons w h en  the 
m ind lost its balance, en tirely, and could e x h ib it o n ly  per­
verted action.

D em agn etization  often relieves th is sort o f  possession. 
T h e  w ill-p ow er o f  a good  m agnetizer can repel th e influen ce 
w hich is oppressing th e brain, at the sam e tim e th at the 
physical m agnetism  im pelled  into the system  restores the 
equilibrium  o f  the nervous and brain forces. P ra y e rs  and 
exorcism s, often, accom panied by th e la y in g  on o f  hands,
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h ave been resorted to as the only means o f  “  casting out tho 
d evils ”  from  those thus afflicted. T hese m eans have been 
effectual in som e cases for the purpose o f  restoring the 
equilibrium  o f the forces o f  the individual a fflicted ; for the 
reason that the w ill-pow er exerted b y  the exorcist, im pelled  
a  quietin g m agnetic force into the brain and th roughout 
the system. Som e priests m igh t pray over a victim  u n til 
“  doom sday”  w ithout producin g the least effect upon the 
“ possessed,”  because th eir m agnetic forces are not suffi­
cien tly  strong to repel the d isturbing m agnetic c u rre n ts; 
w h ile  others can dislodge the “  dem on,”  bein g  natural h ea l­
ers ; w h ich  signifies, th ey possess the g ift  o f  a strong w ill­
pow er, and possess m agnetic forces healthful in th eir  ten ­
dency, w hich  th ey im pel b y  th eir w ill-pow er into  w hoever 
th ey  w ill, or w hether th ey w ill or not, into those in w hom  
th ey  interest th em selves; as the sick, or “ possessed,”  for 
w hom  th ey pray, &c.

“  T h e  'laying on o f  hands,”  is proved, in the present day, 
to be the m ost effectual m eans o f  “ exo rcisin g”  a ll m anner 
o f  diseases w hich  afflict h u m a n ity ; and p articu larly  such as 
affect the nerves and brain. H ealers, at the present day, do 
w onders in “ casting out d e v ils ”  from  th e insane and 
“ possessed.”  T h e y  have no need o f  prayers, such as the 
church, has prescribed in  form er tim es for this, or o f  the 
exorcism s w hich the superstitious have in a ll ages p ra c tic e d ; 
for th ey  find that the m agnetism  w h ich  th ey im pel b y  w ill­
pow er is w h at is necessary to cast out the in festin g  pow er, 
w h atever it m ay be.

B y  equalizing the nervous circulation, accordin g to som e, a 
m agn etizer casts out “ m alignant fiends”  from those w ho 
h ave been seized upon b y  them  for the purpose o f  enacting 
th eir  h ellish  freaks in the sigh t o f m ortals, and to prove 
th at the n ext life is. a pandem onium  that m ortals should  
d read to enter as th ey w ould  th e d ark  dom inions o f  th e 
arch fiend o f  old th e o lo g y ! W h a t a pow er m ortals possess 
over disem bodied spirits, according to th is th eory ! A  d ark  
sp irit lets go  his hold o f  an organism  as soon as th e p h ys­
ical forces are restored to a sufficiently h ealth y  condition 
th at th ey  can operate naturally upon th e spiritual brain and
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cause its action to b e healthy. T h is  is the th e o r y ; w hich 
means, that dem ons tak e  possession o f  such as are p h y s­
ica lly  and m en tally  diseased, and can not h o ld  th e healthy. 
A  strange th eory for those w ho believe, th at b y  a fixed  law  
o f  nature, Bpirit control is possib le, and is the order w ith  
a ll m ankind, in a greater or less degree, acco rd in g  to  th e 
susceptibility and d egree o f  develop m en t o f  individuals. 
Is it  not m ore reasonable to b elieve— w h a t is a ctu a lly  pi-oved 
b y  experim ent— th at eq u aliz in g  the nervous circu lation  
restores the balance o f  the p h ysica l brain , and th ro u gh  that, 
o f  the sp ir itu a l; th ereby en ablin g it  to act n atu rally  upon the 
th ough t origin ated  w ith in  it, or im pelled  into it b y  a sp irit 
at the tim e h o ld in g  possession o f  the organization.

In divid u als in the flesh co m in g  in  con tact w ith  a m edium  
under control and castin g  th eir  influen ce upon the brain, 
often cause a species o f  insan ity  in th e m edium  w h ile  the 
sp irit holds control. T h is  species o f  “  obsession ”  is often 
w itnessed in c ir c le s ; and resu lts from  an over ch arg in g  o f  
the brain o f  a sensitive m edium  from  th e curren t o rig in at­
in g  w ith  th e circle  fo r p rod u cin g  m anifestations. Sp irits 
som etim es err in ju d g m e n t as to w h at th e ir  m edium s can 
bear. Instances are not rare w h ere m edium s h ave becom e 
uncon trollable in circles— h ave been  actu a lly  th row n  into  
paroxism s o f  insan ity, seeing dem ons, u tterin g  profane 
w ords, &c., and som e h ave rem ained insane fo r  a tim e after 
leav in g  the circle. Su ch  can be re lived  b y  dem agnetization .

C ircle  m anifestations have proved  the effect o f  ph sych o- 
log ica l p ow er and m ixed  m agnetism  on sensitive b r a in s ; 
have furnished evidence to prove w h at I  h ave stated con­
cern in g th e phenom ena under consideration. B u t  people 
have been exceed in g ly  slow  to ap p ly  this evid en ce to prac­
tical use in  dem on strating im portant problem s. Som e 
m edium s declare th ey  can not attend circles. “  I t  m akes 
me feel m ad and crazy  to sit in a c irc le ,”  w as th e rem ark  
o f  one. T h e  tru th  is, th e brain is alm ost turn ed  b y  the 
rush o f  the m ixed  m agn etic current upon it. P erso n s in 
peculiar states o f  health , particu larly  fem ales, tak e  a m ost 
dangerous r is k  b y  entering w ithin the influen ce o f  a  pro­



m iscuous circle. Som e have been insane for m onths in 
consequence.

T h ere  is another species o f  evidence in favor o f  dem o­
niacal control, to be considered. T h e  vision o f  clairvoyants 
som etim es perceives w h at appear to be “  im ps o f  darkness”  
in  attendance upon hum an beings, im pelling them  to evil 
deeds and to g ro vel in sensuality. E ve ry  shape and farm  
o f  evil spirit th at the hum an im agination can conceive, 
cla irvoyan t sigh t has seen ; w hich  is evidence enough that 
imaginations have been pictured  to this sight instead o f  re ­
alities, w hen m onsters w hose lik e  is not in heaven or on 
earth, or any w here in  th e broad universe, save in the im ­
agination s conceived  b y  perverted  human faculties. P s y ­
ch ological pow er exerted  by spirits, for some purpose w hich  
those exertin g  it deem  w ise, causes m edium s and suscept­
ib le  persons to see fiends, som etimes. T h is can not be 
questioned, w hen the fact is considered that spirits operate 
upon the brains and m inds o f  th eir subjects in every  con­
ceivable w ay, according to the d iversity  o f  organizations, 
to  develop them  to greater susceptibility to sp irit power, 
and to educate them  into principles o f  philosophy.

“  L y in g  spirits,”  according to the conceptions o f  som e, 
are a ll spirits w ho com m unicate w ith  m en th rou gh  m edi- 
um ship, for a ll use the m ode o f  excitin g  the em otional na­
ture o f  th eir subjects in every  possible w ay  th e ir  ingen u ity  
can d e v is e ; for th is is th e m ost effectual w ay  o f  unfolding 
th e brain  to suscep tib ility  to sp irit influence. A l l  spirits 
are n o t w ise  w ho use th eir pow er to develop m edium s; 
and the va rie ty  o f  grades o f  in tellect that operate through 
m edia, determ ines a vast m edly o f  incongruities to appear 
as sp iritual m anifestations, w h ich , to the understandings o f 
those uneducated  in  the philosophy o f  all this, appears lik e  
an ad m ixtu re o f  goo d  and ev il, consistency and inconsist­
e n c y ; or, perhaps, as on ly  evil. N evertheless, the spirit 
w orld  continues its w o rk  in  its ow n w ay, and it is m an’s 
business to  reconcile  the inconsistencies, and discover the 
m ethod th ere is in  th is seem ing confusion.

Y e t ,  a ll th at professedly com es as the thoughts and opin- 
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ions o f  d isem bodied spirits, or as visions p ictu red  b y  them , 
are not from  th e m ; n e ith er is all that is seen b y  c la irv o y ­
ant sight, and b elieved  to b e realities p ictu red  upon the 
spiritual vision , re a lly  such. T h e  hum an brain  is a com ­
plicated  m achine w h ose m ysterious action m en in the flesh 
do not h a lf  understand. I t  is subject to forces w h ich  are, 
as yet, h ard ly  believed  to exist in nature b y  a vast m ajority  
o f  m an k in d ; and, under th eir  influence, exh ib its eccen­
tricities o f  action w h ich  p u zzle  th e m ost p hilosophical 
m in d s; and, as yet, have baffled the in vestigation s o f  those 
w ho accept the Sp iritu al P h ilo so p h y, and b y  it  explain , or 
profess to explain , a ll natural phenom ena. M edium sh ip  
is a possibility w ith  ev ery  hum an b e in g ; b u t a grad e 
w hich  can clearly  define and express a d isem bodied  sp irit’ s 
thought, is not possible b u t w ith  the clear-m inded, and th ey  
th orough ly  developed. H ere  is th e  o rig in  o f  m u ltitudes 
o f  contradictions and inconsistencies w h ich  are believed  to 
origin ate w ith  spirits. T h e  p sych ologica l influen ce o f  soci­
ety, friends, circles, and con gregation s, com bines w ith  p re­
conceived  opinions in  the m inds o f  m edium s, to  obscure 
th e th ou gh ts o f  spirits as th e y  com e forth  expressed in 
w ords, or pictured  in  vision s and sym bols th rou gh  th e m e­
dium s’ brains, w h ere the latter are b u t p artia lly  developed, 
and not, therefore, un d er com plete control.

T h e  dem ons, w h ich  m an y clairvoyan ts see, are in  th eir  
ow n brains, and in  those o f  th e ir  associates, and now here 
e lse ; b u t are seen w hen  th eir  im aginations are w ro u g h t 
upon b y  p ecu liar circu m stan ces; as sensitive persons,—  
those w hose organ ization s are favorab le fo r m ak in g  them  
th e subjects o f  p sych o log ica l control, are liab le  to  com e un­
der th is control th rou gh  th e action o f  th e ir  ow n m inds in 
contem plating on certain  subjects, or in  v ie w in g  certain  
objects and scenes.

L a w , adm inistered  b y  in tellig en ce, is u n iversal h a rm o n y ; 
w hereas, i f  in telligen ce d id  not g u id e  th e operation o f  law  
to suit em ergencies, universal confusion w o u ld  be the order. 
T h is  m ust appear evid en t to  those w h o  reco gn ize  in te lli­
gence as at the basis o f  progress in  hum an society, and as 
the origin ator o f  im proved m ethods o f  co n tro llin g  th e ele­
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m ents o f  nature, and the hum an mind. I  m ake it as a 
proposition : That intelligence in the higher life so controls the 
law o f intercourse o f spirits with men in the flesh, that the evil- 
disposed are restrained of this intercourse. In  this case, in ­
telligen ce guides the operation o f  an established law  in such 
a m anner that only good results flow  from  it ;  ju s t  as the 
v ig ila n t engineer guid es the pow er o f  h is engine so that 
good  only results from  it. T h e  unceasing vig ilan ce w h ich  
the in telligen ce o f  the spirit w orld  exercises for the pu r­
pose o f  d irecting this law  properly, can, and does, determ ­
ine it to be a beneficent law . C ould it  be possible, that 
law , as it  is adm inistered, perm its the evil-m inded w ho in­
h ab it the sp irit w orld  to act the part o f fiends tow ards 
earth ’s inhabitants, the consequence w ould be to w rest m an 
from  the pow er o f  good influences. D epraved spirits and 
pure ones do not, and can not, dw ell together. T h e  m ag­
netism  o f  each is repulsive to that o f the other to the de­
gree th at close contact is im possible. O nly by tho exercise 
o f  strong w ill-pow er can pure spirits approach the depraved 
to do them  good, and repel them  from  any position, locality, 
o r  em ploym ent. W ere  it  possible that th ey could so hold 
control o f  the sphere o f  m ind in the flesh as to scatter 
ev il influences as th ey have been represented as doing, and 
obsess, possess, and infest, w hoever th ey  w ill, their force 
w ou ld  overbear th at o f  the pure m in d ed ; for, o f  necessity, 
i f  an evil sp irit should hold  possession o f  an organization, 
a  good  one could not. T h e  doctrine I  am com batting actu­
a lly  y ie ld s up the dom inion o f  m an in the flesh to D evils, 
as o ld  T h e o lo g y  has before it. I t  m atters not w hether this 
d iab olical pow er is exercised  by an A rch-fiend, w ho has at 
his com m and legions o f  subordinates to do his bidding, or 
w h eth er it  is d ivided  up betw een individual fiends, each 
exercisin g  his “  in d ivid u ality ,’ ’ .and “ fo llow ing out his at­
tra ctio n s” to the destruction o f  w hat good  he can. T he 
principle is the sa m e ; only there is really  more m ethod in 
the old  s y s te m ; and it com m ends itse lf to the ju d gm en t 
as a m ore reasonable one than the latter.

S p irit control is not the th in g  it has been supposed to be 
b y  th e m asses o f  Sp iritu alists; and w hen properly under­
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stood, the law  b y  w h ich  it  is gain ed , m aintained, and exer­
cised, the erroneous notion th at an y and every  sp irit can 
com e at w ill, and tak e  possession o f  hum an b ein gs, and cause 
them  to act and speak accord in g  to th eir  w ill, w ill disap­
pear at once and fo rev er; for th ere  w ill be no grou n d  upon 
w h ich  it can be sustained. Special guardians and guides are 
those w ho control in d ivid uals in the f le s h ; m edium s and 
all o th e rs ; and w h o ever else w ou ld  sp eak th rou gh  a m e­
dium , must do it  through a guardian spirit, or one w ho has 
assum ed the office o f  controller, h a v in g  prepared  h im self 
for it. T h is is a la w  as firm ly  established as th at w h ich  
holds the planets in th eir  orbits, and forbids the clash in g  
o f  system  w ith  system  in the universe o f  w orlds. T h u s it 
appears, th at by the order th at g overn s sp irit control, all are 
p rotected ;' and th at “ evil sp ir its”  find no room  or open in g 
w here th ey  can enter and tak e  possession o f  a person in the 
flesh, unless, indeed, it is the order th at th is class are the 
keepers— the guardians o f  som e— God-appointed angels to 
guard them !

T h e legion s o f  dem ons w ho are p ictured  as stan din g at 
the door o f  every  hum an nature ready to rush in at the 
b id d in g  o f every  ev il th ou gh t or desire, o f  every  hum an 
w eakness, are myths, bugbears; such as h ave been used to 
frighten  m an kind  into goodness since the first system  o f  
th eo lo gy  w as in troduced  am ong m en. I  m ake it  as a posi­
tive  sta te m e n t: That spirit control is a beneficent agent in the 
hands of well-disposed spirits, and is not an uncontrollable power 
that can be applied at the whim of any spirit, or by accident.

I  kn o w  th at m any sneer w hen such order as I  describe is 
nam ed as b e in g  p revalen t in sp ir it-life ; for th ey  can not 
conceive it possible. On earth th e y  are accustom ed to see 
man his own k e e p e r; and can n ot lo o k  behind the ve il and 
see the keep ers heaven  appoints for h im , w h o  w atch  his 
devious w ays and exert an influence o ver h im  for good, 
w hoever, w hatever, or w h erever he m ay be. T h a n k  h e a v e n ! 
the scoffer changes his tone w hen he passes on to the other 
side, and finds h im self .h ed ged  about w ith  the Divine over­
sight. I t  is only in consequence o f  short-sightedness, and 
w ant o f  th o u g h t and reasoning on the subject, th at people
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in the flesh are so slow  to believe that G od is, indeed, w hat 
he is som etim es represented to be, a shepherd to his people; 
lead in g  them  into green and lovely  pastures, as fast aa th ey  
can be led.

I t  has been declared, th at Spiritualism  dispenses w ith a 
d e v il; that it has a h igher conception o f  G od than the sys­
tem s w hich d ivide the govern m ent o f  the universe betw een 
an ever-present G od  and an ever-present D evil. B u t, sad 
to say ! this b e lie f is becom ing obsolete am ong them , i f  ap­
pearances can be relied  upon. I f  Spiritualists accept the fol­
low in g  sentim ent, w hich I  shall quote, th ey are adoptiiig  one 
o f  the m ost repulsive dogm as o f  the church ; and one w hich 
it  is outgrow in g, and w h ich  has been a dogm a o f  the m ost 
rep u lsive system s o f  relig ion  the w orld has know n, result­
in g  from the m isconceptions o f men in low  stages o f intel­
lectu al and spiritual developm ent, o f  G od, and his m anner 
o f  govern ing. H ere is the quotation: “ T h e vast inspirations 
from  the m alevolen t and destructive w hich  w e have been 
rem arkin g  on, operate unconsciously and independently on 
the masses, credulous or incredulous, educated or unedu­
cated, refined or vu lgar. T h e  calam ities o f  w ar, o f  in toxi­
cation, and the other se lf or m utually inflicted  crim es and 
fo llies o f  m ankind, are too h ideous and extraordinary to 
resu lt from  any m ere natural cause. T h e y  are, as the 
apostles tell us, set on fire b y  h ell, and by the pow ers and 
principalities against w hom  w e w restle, not against m ere 
flesh and b lo o d ; b y  the rulers o f  the darkness o f  this world, 
the sp iritual w icked n ess in  h ig h  places. T h ese hum an ex­
cesses w h ich  pollute and desolate the earth from  age to age, 
in  spite o f  relig ion , and in spite o f  the h ighest reach o f  civ­
ilizatio n , are too m onstrous and too m ad to result from any 
Bimple in cen tives o f  hum an infirmity. T h ey  proclaim their 
o rig in  from  the accum ulated  sorceries o f the pandemoniumB 
o f  the past. So in isd a te d  cases o f  spirit-persecution, they 
have gen era lly  com e to the individuals, not the individuals 
to them . * * * T h e  saints and ascetics, w ho in hundreds 
o f  cases have m osaiced h istory w ith  the strange cliequer- 
w o rk  o f  th e ir  infestations, have incurred this evil by simply 
seeking to escape from  evil.’'
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Thia and m uch m ore to the sam e effect, is from  w hat has 
been term ed “  unquestionable authority.”  A n d  so it  has com e 
to be tau gh t as a doctrine o f  Spiritualism , th at all ev il in  
the w orld  results from  e v il spirits, rather than from  hum an 
infirm ities. T h is  is a reversion o f  w h at has been tau g h t 
and b elieved  in as S piritu alism . B y  seeking to escape from  
evil, evil comes. T h at is to s a y : I f  one im plores G od  or 
a n gelic  influences to  aid him  in rep ellin g  ev il, h is p rayer is 
answ ered b y  p erm ittin g  g ib b e rin g , cu rsin g  fiends to h old  
riot w ith  his b ein g — the sacred tem ple w hose in d w ellin g  

' sp irit is a spark o f  D e ity  ! Is  th is S p iritualism  ? T e ll me, 
y e  w ho have g lorified  it as a legacy  o f  b lessin g  to m an­
k in d  ! I f  S piritualism  reveals th is doctrine, a m ore h orrid  
than w hich never w as con ceived  b y  hum an m ind, happy 
w ould  it  have been for m an kin d, had  th e  system  forever 
rem ained u n re v e a le d ; for the peace o f  m ind o f  w h o ever 
accepts this, fu lly , and realizes the consequences, must be 
forever destroyed. S u ch  m ust lose a ll confidence in  the 
b en ign ity  o f  G od, and in th e stab ility  o f  h is g o v ern m en t; 
m ust, indeed, abandon the b e lie f  o f  a G od in nature, and ' 
d eliver them selves and the universe up to the dom inion o f  
chance and the D e vil.

I t  is consistent w ith  the goodn ess o f  G od  and the arran ge­
m ents o f  nature, as m an understands them , to b elieve  that 
an over excited  b rain— ovei’-excited  from  any cause, can 
still m ore excite itself, and in duce in san ity  by repeated  
prayers and in v o c atio n s; and thus induce a state w hich  is 
paroxysm al or settled  in s a n ity ; as has been the case in 
num berless instances o f  ascetics, devotees o f d ifferent re­
ligion s, and persons o ver-excited  in  re lig iou s revivals, and 
over-charged w ith  m agnetism  at spirit-circles. H um an  in­
firm ities are natural to m an’s low  condition in the first state 
o f  ex isten ce; and he suffers the consequences o f them  i n '  
num berless w a y s; and G od, th ro u gh  an gels;— w h ich  are 
spirits— bends in telligen ce to relieve the Bufferings he en­
dures in consequence o f  them , to the greatest exten t possible. 
O ne apostle said : “ W h e n c e  com e w ars and figh tin gs am ong 
you  ? Com e th ey not o f  y o u r  lu sts?”  H is  latter in terroga­
tion w as equivalen t to an assertion, th at th ey  did com e o f



the flesh, or o f  the natural predisposition o f  m an to strife. 
T h is is accordin g to true philosophy, and proved b y  all 
reason and experience.

T h e  “ unquestionable au th o rities”  w hich  Spiritualists set 
up to worship or follow , are apt to be on a par w ith  those 
o f  the rest o f  m a n k in d ; and unprejudiced  m inds can dis­
cover this. T h e  C hristian ’s b ible is as good  authority on 
v e ry  m any questions as the Sp iritu alist’s; and both are m ade 
up, in great part, o f  the sayings o f  inspired individuals. 
I t  is w e ll to study the inspirations o f  prop hets; for G od  
ordained that prophets should be, for the purpose o f  help­
in g  in  the establishm ent o f  t r u th ; and inspiration is as 
natural as the sunshine and the rain. B u t  it is not w ell 
th at R evelation s should becom e authorities any farther than 
cu ltivated  reason m akes them  so. Reason is the gu id e o f 
cu ltiv ated  m an, the lig h t w herein he is to interpret R ev ela­
tion  and a ll phenom ena.

W h en  it is rem em bered th at som e o f  the best authorities 
o f  S piritualists contradict each other on some o f  the m ost 
im portan t questions o f  th e P h ilosoph y, the lesson can but 
b e appropriated, th at it  is the prerogative o f  the people to 
ju d g e — to use reason in d ecid in g  w h at is truth.

I  have stated m y theory, and sought to explain  it  to the 
understandin gs o f  reasoning m in d s; and I  k n o w  its only 
m erit in th e estim ation o f  such m ust be its reasonableness. 
I f  I  fail to convince th e reason o f  any in m y statem ents and 
argum ents, I  expect such to  reject them , as th ey w ould w hat 
d id  not com e as R evelation . , T h is  is w h at all should do in 
d e a lin g  w ith  R evelation s, and w h atever else is addressed to 
th e ir  intellects.

T h e  w o rld  is fu ll o f  th e o rie s; and m en m ust have theories 
upon w h ich  to base th eir action as in telligen t beings. T h e y  
m u st act from  principles fixed  in  the m ind as truths under­
ly in g  hum an 'relations and hum an responsibilities. T ru th  
com es o f  in v estigation ; and he only is w ise w ho investi­
gates th o ro u g h ly  throughout the realm  o f  nature for evi­
dences o f  truths. T h e  S piritual P h ilosop h y is a system  o f 
tru th s w h ich  underlie a ll nature’s action— so believed  to be 
b y  those w ho proclaim  it in  the flesh and in  the spirit. I t
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is not y e t  w e ll understood, even b y  its best friends in the 
flesh ; and its enem ies proclaim  again st it  because it is not 
presented to th eir understan din gs in its true ligh t. W h a t 
is now  presented to_ the w orld  as Sp iritu alism  th a t w ill not 
stand the test o f  sound reason, w ill p e r is h ; p ro v in g  its e lf  to 
be spurious Spiritualism, and not th at w h ich  is G o d ’s sacred 
truth, and w h ich  can not contradict cu ltivated  reason.

Truth , as stable as the dom inion o f  the O m n ipoten t, m ust 
forever stand unscathed b y  the shafts o f  error, undim m ed 
by the vapors w h ich  ignorance' casts ab out it. W h en  
“  crushed to earth ” — tram pled ' in th e dust, and apparen tly  
consumed- b y  the fires o f  b ig o try  and superstition, phcenix- 
lik e , it w ill rise from  its ashes and trium ph over every  th in g  
that opposes i t ; for, “  th e eternal years o f  G o d  ”  are the 
period o f  its duration.

T ru th  and reason vin dicate the d ivin e sentim en t o f  the 
te x t:  “ F o r  I  aln persuaded th at n eith er death, n or life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow ers, nor th in gs pres­
ent, nor th in gs to com e, nor h eight^ n or depth, nor any o ther 
creature, shall be able to separate us from  th e lov e  o f  G o d .”


