


PREFACE.

Tiie frequent applications made for a copy of the 
pamphlet on Clairvoyance, which I had printed for 
private circulation only, and in limited numbers, has in
duced me to have more struck off, with some additional 
incidents taken from my original memoranda, and the 
correspondence which took place between Mr. Vogl and 
ravself, a  ̂ to the practical, or as some objectors say, the 
cui bono phase of this matter. I discover there are many 
who would diligently enquire into the dollar and cent 
part of the question, rather than the more important 
truth involved. If, however, they arrive at the one, 
they can scarcely escape the other conclusion. Amo: gst 
the various ways in which some of my friends account 
for my ‘‘ experience,” it is gratifying to feel that in a 
community where I have been long known, I have not, 
I believe, been charged either with collusion or wilful 
misrepresentation. I do not complain of the various 
solutions given by some unbelievers, as I frankly con
fess I can scarcely, conceive any ordinary evidence 
which two years since could have induced a belief which 
I am now compelled to entertain.

Of the two most prominent expositions given by many 
persons ; viz., the agency of the devil, and hallucination : 
I must as to the first admit, that some three or four 
years since, when I was told by most reliable persons 
of certain strange occurrences which took place throughO 1 O
a medium in this city, I did not hesitate to put them 
down to demoniacal agency. This view of the case, 
however, I  need hardly say, has now no place in -my
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mind whatever. As to the o ther— hallucination — I 
cannot exactly comprehend what is meant; if’ it be that 
I was not in Boston at all, but only fancied I was, that, 
I never saw either of the persons I supposed I did, nor 
heard nor saw what I have detailed, but only fancied I 
did, or that in imagination only by direction ofVogl I 
dug up a piece of clay in Portland, handled it, sent, it 
to Boston, subsequently sent a barrel of clay, and 
now see upon my mantel-picco a small cup and tiny jug, 
manufactured from this clay, sufficiently substantial to 
shiver any lance of unbelief which may be couched 
against them by doubting friend or foo ;—why, then, I 
must loavc such a theory to such as can entertain it; to 
me it is unthinkable.

To such of my friends as siueerely regret my depar
ture from a part of my earlier instructions and more 
orthodox ideas, I can truly say, that could they hut en
tertain the joyous belief that our departod loved ones still 
live in spirit form, and can be and are at times around and 
about us to guide and impress for good, instead of re
maining in the grave or some unknown place until the 
last trump shall awaken thorn, and us, or at least some 
of us, according to orthodox creeds, to inevitable and 
never-ending torment, their pity would ho turned to joy. 
The Mosaic account of Adam’s fall and sentence, 
recorded in the third chapter of Genesis, breaths forth 
no such terrific curse agaiust him or his offspring.

To those who are so wise in their own opinions as to 
pooh ! pooh ! every thing which is not the emanation of 
their own intellectual crucible, I  would not presume to 
offer anything either new or old. With those who call 
me crazy I cannot personally contend, but must leave 
that issue to the decision of the community.

GEO. BOTSFORD.Fredericton, Feb., 1876.



Personal Experience of the Subscriber
B O S T O U ,

FROM 25 th  JU N E  TO 2wi JULY, 1375.

H a v in o  Been in som e o f the new spapers o f the day th a t the 
wonderful m edium , C. I I . F o ste r, w as hi Boston and  w ould re 
m ain there all the m onth  o f  Ju n e  last, I, im polled by an a lm ost 
irresistible desire to see him , which had been upon me for some 
tim e previous, left homo (F re d e ric to n ) on the m orn ing  o f  the 
‘Mtli Ju.iO h* rail, and  arrived  a t B oston a t 6 o’clock, A . M ., on 
the 2f-.b and  took up  m y q u a rte rs  a t the P a rk e r H ouse, w here 
F \- < m* J  his rooms- Upon enqu iring  for him  I tound tha t ho did 
not generally  sleep a* the hotel, b u t  w ent in the a fternoon  by 
t r v : '  to S Jo rn , w here his family resided , and  was to be back th a t 
m orning a t iO o’-doek. I  hnd n good w ash and change o f  a p 
parel, i-nri took h.oanfas.' a t  C o clock. A t 10 o’clock I enqu ired  
of one o f the w aiters if  Fo ite r  lir.d arrived . H e said he.had no t, 
bu t th a t he w ould show  mo Ms room , w here some persons w ere 
already w aiting  for inm . I  w en t in  and found a lady th e re , a 
s tranger, o f course, to  m e, as she also appeared  to be to F o ste r. 
We sa t a few  m inutes conversing on the subject o f o u r v isit, and 
F oster come in . T he lady asked mo if  I w as there by ap p o in t
m ent. I  said  no b u t p resum ing  th a t she w as, I g o t up to re tire , 
w hen  F o s te r  3aid i t  w ould  be m ore satisfactory  p robab ly  i f  we 
- ' t  toge ther. W hereupon  the  lady expressed h er w illingness, 
u id we sat up  to a tab le in  the m iddle o f the room , w hen 
F o ste r to ld  us to w rite  the nam es of any persons whom w e 
w ished to see on slips o f  paper, and  fold them  up  as closely as 
we could, so tha t he could no t see o r read them . I  w ro te  tw elve 
nam ccon  separate  slips o f paper, an d  folded each oho four double. 
The lady had  hers a lready  w ritten  and  folded up. Then Foster 
told us to th row  them  in the m id d le  o f the table and  m ix  them  
together, whicii w e d id , and  it w as alm ost im possible fo r us to 
d istingu ish  w hich belonged to  one or the o ther. F o ste r sa t 
d o w n  w ith a cigar in his m ou th , w hich w as scarcely ever ou t 
o f  i t  except w hen he w as speaking  to us. T here  w as no change
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lu  his appearance or m anner, mid whllo ta lk ing  w ith  us In ?u 
easy affable w ay, ho said to one o f us, I forgot w hich first, hero 
Is so and ho , nam ing a person, to see you, and describ ing their 
appearance to the very le tte r , If yon asked him , which I d id  in 
several Instances. In 0 1 1 0  case how ever ho described the person 
before g iv ing  mo the nam e. Wo sat for n o i i i o  tim e conversing 
w ith  onr respective friends and re latives, the lady seem ing quite 
satlstlcd w ith her conversation , soinotimcs given by Foster 
speaking to ua, and  som etim es by w ritten  m essages and 
answ ers, w hich lie w rote on some papers ho had before him , 
toro it otf and  handed to us. D uring  o n r sitting , F oster look
ed tow ards mo, said , “  hero is your G randm other R ichardson.” 
Ho had scarcoly tho w ords out when the lady said, “  why, 
tha t is iny g randm other’s naino,” and she asked a groat m any 
questions o f  her, and w as quite  satlstlcd w ith  tho rep lies. 
Foster said , laughingly , “ I  though t she cam e to you, as she is now  
stand ing  hero betw een you and m o.” A t this s ittin g  there  were 
presen t, my father, m other, my tw o sisters, tw o b ro thers , my 
little  sou F ra n k , M rs. C arte r, M rs. D e rr , one o f m y old college 
friends Inglis I la lib u rto n . I do not know  how m any o f the 
lady’s friends wore presen t, b u t she took up a good deal o f the 
tim e, and I  was so astonished a t w h a t lmd taken place th a t 1 
could not sufficiently collect m y thoughts to ask many 
questions, yet enough  to convince mo o f tho reality  o f  on r 
in terv iew . I  asked my sis te r Sarah w hether I was r ig h t in 
g iv ing  up the atonem ont by blood. Sho replied  a t once, “  von 
aro r ig h t ; it is en tirely  w ro n g .” V asked how and  w here my 
m other w as, sho replied, “ m other is happy in sp irit-land , and  
is often very near you. F a th e r and m other are both s ta n d 
in g  near you n o w .” I asked abou t a gold chain , elm said* 
“ I  rem em ber the chain g iven  to F anny  and H elen, bu t can’t tell 
w here it is now .” Sho said  “ hold on to W cstcock; inly i t  back} 
fa ther w ishes yon to have W cstcock.” t  also said to  my fa ther, 
“ w hat about W cstcock?” H e said they w ished  tnc to buy it again . 
1 then asked if  there was any  probability  o f my ever being able 
to do so, lie said influences w ould be brough t to  bear by w hich 
I  w ould do so, and  a t a very  low figure. I asked fa ther if  ho 
w ould  w rite  his nam e for me. Fostor toro off a small slip o f 
paper, and tak ing  it and a pencil, 1m p u t his hand under tho tablo 
close to me, as we were s ittin g  nex t each o ther a t tho table. I

v i
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hom'd n sort of scratching ns if w riting, and in about half a 
minute Foster handed mo tho papor w ith William Hot#ford 
w ritten backwards on it, so yon had to hold tho paper up to tho 
light and road It from tho o ther sldo of tho paper. The William 
was very liko my fathor’s w riting, but I tots ford was not. 1 
then asked mother If sho would wrlto her name. Fostor did tho 
same thing again, and handed mo tho papor,with Sarah Hotsford. 
There was no E. In it, as sho used to w rite her nanio, and although 
tho Sarah was very like her w riting, tho Hotsford was not so 
much, both from my recollection and from comparing It with 
ono of her letters since my return homo. My mother w rote a 
very peculiar blind, as much nnliko Foster’s as well could bo, 
and after a further and moro irinuto  examination I must say 
that the similarity between tho w riting so made under tho table 
and my m other’s is most striking and unmistakable. I forgot 
to w rite m ysistcr Eliza’s mono at first, and whilst Foster was talk
ing w ith the lady I wroto it and put it amongst the rest. Very 
60on after Foster said, hero comes ono calling herself Eliza, and 
hill of iovo for yon, expressing her groat delight at seoing you, 
and wishes to shake hands with yon. Foster quickly put out his 
hand towards me, and I seized it w ithout a moment’s hesitation, 
and shook it most cordially, but it very nearly upset mo, as I conhl 
not bu t feel that Eliza was there. I t  was about 11 o’clock nosv, 
and having determ ined in my own miml to havo another Inter
view with him, I walked out into town, and going into a book 
store, I saw some spirit photographs for salo, and upon enquir
ing w hether tho person who took them did not livo in Now 
York, tho clerk in tho storo said that he lived here in Boston, 
but ho had boon told that he had closed his office for taking 
photographs. Ho could not toll mo in what part o f Boston ho 
livodjSo I wont back to my hotel, and found from tho directory 
his placo of rusideuco, und after dinner I started oil'to find him 
out if  possiblo, to got a photograph taken. 1 found his wife at 
home, but ho was not. I told her I wanted to sit for a photo
graph. Sho said he had not takon any latoly, as ho was vory 
busily engaged in soino new discovery for taking copies of 
etchings by sun light, but she said he had promised a gontle- 
mau who had come a long distaucc to get a photograph, to sit 
uoxt day at 10 A. M., and if  I would come about 9 sho had no 
doubt but that I could have a sitting. I arranged to do so. I
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had ii ihort conv c i m a i ton with her, and enquired if mIic kucw ol 
iiiiv tent medium in* to mineral*. She said that (heir bent ten  
inediiiin had Just nulled for Europe, hut there was another per
son, whose unine nnd residence slic gave me on u slip o f paper, 
who was very good, and whilst wo were talking of this tiic party 
himself came la, and she toid him site had just g lum  me a refer
ence to him. I then arranged to see him the next day also at 8 
o’clock, l.\ M. It must bo remembered here that tlie*e people 
were all strangers to me, and that I had no intention or Idea of 
seeing Muinlcr before I saw the photograph as mentioned, and 
I had only been in Boston about 8 or 10 hears, mid had not met 
nn Individual whom 1 knew or that knew me.

Next morning, Saturday, 26th June, I w ent to M umler’s 
house as arranged. He met me at the door, and ushering me into 
a nicely furnished draw ing room, said, after passing the compli
ments of the day, that lie would be ready la n few minutes for 
uie. He then brought in a cottor. screen, and shut off part of the 
room, or rather the light tYom the ,vout windows, and having 
arranged nty head in the standard wild the focus of the camera, 
proceeded to take my photograph in the usual way, except that 
he appeared to be directed as to the process after he had arrang
ed mo cutlrely by rappings, which «cemcd to me to come from 
tho floor ju st beyond the camera, whilst ho stood near me. The 
flrst trial he said was a failure, and he repoated the process 
again, and tlion showed me the negative. O f course I could 
make nothing of it as to the features, ba t was strongly impress
ed that it was my sister Sarah from the peculiarity ot her figure, 
one shoulder being lower than tho other, and my thoughts 
naturally suggested the smali face to be that of my little eon 
Frank. I then w ent into another room with Mrs. Mumlcr to 
examine a lock o f hair of my wife, as she had told me tho day 
before that she had Just come in from visiting a patient as u 
inosuKric physician, and I determined when I went for the 
photograph to try  her, but did not say so to her until after 1 
had sat for a photograph. She took the lock of hair in her 
hand, and shortly after she became entranced, and to my u tte r 
astonishment, as I  was totally unprepared for any such thing, 
addressed mo as nearly as I could remember nnd take down 
after I got back to  my hotel, as follows: “  Friend, O what beauti
ful spirits arc h e re ; they are all far advanced in spirit life. There
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stand* bos.de you ono most beautiful; she hM passed away some 
length of tim e; she holds lit her hand a crown of tl o moat lovely 
flower*; and there i* w ritten something for you about It hi largo 
letters.’’ It was hi poetry, and I could not romomber It. It wa» 
to the effect that there was peace and rest where sho was, which 
was for all at last. I asked Mrs. Mninler w hat her appearance 
was. She said she resembled me, particularly about tlu  mouth.

Sho thou said, “ There is another, older spirit, lovely to look 
upon, who passed away from here somewhat later than tho 
o ther; sho greets yon too.”

“ O hero comes a flue old gentleman who has arrived at a 
very mature age.” I asked what his appearance was. “ O ho is 
huge, glorious looking, a king m an; he Ir.s tho Iliblo in his hand 
and open with his Auger on the passage ’ doain where Is thy 
sting, O grave where Is thy victory.’ . Is man In lifetime 
thought much on this passage, and was r. reader of tho Iliblo; 
ho calls you attention to this, as he reads it now In a different 
light from what ho did formerly. He inlios you to understand 
that there Is no death of tho sp irit; It was only the body which 
went Into tho grave. This Is his message to you. Hero comes 
another glorious spirit, an aged lady. O how lovely and good 
natured sho looks. Sho sends a message to you (this was In 
poetry, and I could not recollect it) setting forth that In all tho 
Struggles of life thore was an cud to trouble, and would 
bo poaeo and rest at last. Thcro Is another spirit present who 
seems to have died In Infancy. O how beautiful!”

I had no hesitation In concluding that these spirits were those 
of ny father, mother, two sisters, and ono o f my little boys who 
died in Infancy. Mrs. Mumlor then opened her hand which 
held tho lock of hair, and said, “  I will now sco about this poi
son,” and went on and described my wife’s state and condition, 
and her peculiar feelings and difficulties accurately, so far as I 
couhl judge from my long acquaintance with her sufferings, and 
from previous diagnoses of her condition by two other Clair
voyant Physicians, severally made a t different times, when they 
successfully treated her in somo dangerous illness. I  wont im 
mediately to my hotel and wrote off the above. I may hero say 
that up to this time neither Mr. o r Mrs. Muralcr knew my 
name, whore I was from, or the hotel T was stopping ai, as I 
purposely avoided giving them any such Information, nor hml 
they asked me. 2
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After dinner I went to see M r. Vogl, the mineral man, at the 
hour appointed. I found him a t home, and after shewing me 
his extensive cabinet o f minerals from all countries, wo went 
into a private room, and T told him I had some sort of ore which 
I wished him to look at. I  then placed in his hand a piece of 
stone I took otF from my property in Portland. Ho looked at it 
and examined it  w ith his glass, saying there was iron and a 
very slight appearance of silver in it. I then gave him the plan 
of it, made by the Surveyor who made the division line between 
my brother and myself, lie  immediately pointed to the place 
on the plan where it seemed to him the piece ot stone was 
taken, which was about the very spot that my brother and my
self about two years before had picked it up and broken it to 
see what it was. lie  then said he would examine thoroughly, 
and sec me again on Tuesday m orning at 9 o’clock, as he was 
ongaged on Monday, if  that would suit me. His further des
cription o f this property and w hat it contains, I do not give 
here, as it has not yet been fully developed. I then put in his 
hand a piece of stone I broke off from the rocks at my place in 
Fredericton. Immediately upon looking at it, he said there is 
no money in th a t. I said I w anted to know if  it would be 
worth while to work it as a quarry for building stone. He rather 
discouraged such idea. lie  then w ent on to say that this piece 
of stone was taken from a sort of ravine, shaped something like 
the letter S, and the place had a rough looking appearance. 
This was liteially true. And I  then asked him if he saw any 
house near it on the h ill. l ie  said lie did, and gave a description 
of it, speaking o f the two verandahs and two large windows 
in the end, and a fountain playing before it. He then sard, 
“  As 1 sit here I see a river flowing along in front of me, and it 
is one of the finest views I  ever saw .” We then entered into 
a long conversation about other things, and of some of his 
travels. (He was a German, intelligent and sharp.) He did not 
know my name or my country a t this tim e, nor had I  mention
ed whether I  was a married man or not. A fter some further con
versation on general subjects, he said, “  1 see a lady a t your 
place,” and w ent on to describe my wife, so th a t I  at once 
recognized her. Then he said, “  I sec a gir! there, a little taller 
(ban the other, w ith dark hair and eyes,” and he gave a full 
and accuiatc description of her features, and of her disposition,
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so tlmt I recognized my daughter Fanny. He then said, “ I  see 
mother g irl,” describing K ate, and said, “  she seems to have 
had her hair cut not long since, by the way it hangs on her 
shoulders. (This was the case, she having had her hair crop
ped oil' some tim e before this.) He began to talk about some
thing else then, and aftor a short time I asked him if he saw 
any one else. “ Yes, I  see another g irl, with lighter hair and 
eyes than the tirst, w ith broader forehead and more pointed 
chin.” And went to describe her so that I could >ee Helen was 
the one. “ 1 see a boy about 9 or 10 years of age, w ith large 
dreamy eyes, and rather long face,” and described my son 
George. I asked what he was best fitted for in life. He said 
he could not say, bu t he seemed to be surrounded w ith wheels 
of every kind of machinery. This boy has a wonderful tendency 
to these things, “ I  see a little girl from 4 to 6 years of age; 
die is dressed in a l ig h t d ress  w ith a b lu e  sash  or belt,” describ
ing my youngest daughter Leila. This was entirely correct as 
I found on my return home. I  then asked if there were any 
more, he said, “  there is another boy, older than the one I spoke 
of,” whom 1 supposed was my son H arry. I asked if there were 
any m ore; he said, “ yes, there is another little girl, a tender flow
e r ,'’ describing Bessie, and at the same time cautioning mo as to 
her liability to have her lungs affected, if  allowed to take a severe 
cold, and told me what to give her if she were so attacked. It 
is somewhat remarkable that I bad been told the same thing of 
this child, at different times, by two Clairvoyant Physicians 
when examining her between live and two years since. D uring 
this conversation, I  several times tried to gel him to fix my house 
in town as the place he saw them , telling him that we were all 
living there, and not on the h ill; he however persisted in saying 
they were on the hill, and on my return  home, I found that 
they had been all down there, just at the time we were talkiug 
in his room, except H arry , who was not there, but young 
George Allen was with them. I sat talking with Mr. Yogi 
about 2£ hours, and arranged to see him agaiu on Tuesday, a t 
9 o’clock, A. M. I have given but a short outline of Mr. Vogl’s 
description of my family, he gave me a full delineation of most 
o f them, not only their appearance, b u t of their peculiar dis
positions and tempers.

Foster was not at the hotel on Saturday nor Suudav. the
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26th and 27th Juno, bu t on Monday the 28th, I again saw him ; 
hiR wife or ciBtor, 1 don’t know which, was with him during 
this sitting. Foster said, u  Here is a person who calls himself 
Henry G. Chopper.” I  asked Foster to describe his appearance, 
which he did at once, but as I had never seen M r. Chopper, I 
could not judge of the correctness of it, except tha t it corres
ponded so far as I  could judge with a painting of him, which 
my wife has. I then asked him if  he had a message for his 
daughter Fannie. Foster took up the pencil immediately and 
wrote the following, and handed it to m e : “  I w ish you to 
bear a message of love to my dear daughter, your w ife; say to 
her that I am with her much of the time, and watch over her; 
I will bo near her always, and guard her in the right way.

J I en iiy  G . Ol o it e u .”
I asked him where she was living now ; ho replied at once, 

in the old house at F redericton.” This house was my w ife’s 
homestead, bu t wo had occasionally been residing in a new 
house I had built in another part of the city.

My half brother M urray came, and Foster described his ap
pearance as I remembered him, with the exception of a slight 
moustache, which I do not recollect. I asked him if he had 
any message for his daughter F an n y ; he said, nothing particular. 
My brother Chipman came, Foster saying, “ here comes a very 
tall person w ith a long thin face, with a haggard look, as if  he 
had suffered a good deal; he calls himself Chip, Chip, Chipm an.” 
My brother was 6 feet 1 inch in height, and for sometime a 
great sufferer, and none of his friends who saw him during the 
two or three last years of his life, can fail, I  think, to discover 
the correctness of this description. I  then said, u  Chip, where 
is your son Edw in?” Foster a t once said, “  Ed. is alive and 
well, in California.” Foster wrote this answer at the same 
time, and handed it to me. I will here rem ark that shortly 
after this, Edwin, whose name I had included amongst the 
papers, supposing he was dead, came and confirmed his father’s 
statement, in answer to my enquiry.

I was not so much startled at this, because 1 bad in my in ter
view with Vogl been told by him that certain persons whom 
I knew to be alive, were standing near me, and he described 
them so accurately, that I could readily conclude who they were. 
This would rather confirm the doctrine, that the spirits of per-
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sons, when in sleep or abnormal condition, has possession of 
tho body, can leave the body, and arc not confined t<? space. 
This question however, I do not intend to express an opinion 
upon.

1 tlieu asked “ Chip,” if lie would send a message to “ K nox.” 
Foster immediately wrote off tho following and handed it to m o: 
“ Tell brother ‘ K nox,’ that I am near to him at all times, and 
would assure him of my presence. I am very happy to w rite 
to him. Ch ip .” l ie  used to call the doctor “ John K nox.” 
Foster then said, “  Here comes a person you don’t know ; lie 
calls himself Jerem iah, and says that he is your great, great, 
great grandfather.” I asked him in what country lie had liv ed ; 
he said Scotland. I did not ask him any more questions then, 
but the next time I sat I put his name among my papers. 
Brother I laze n came again, and I asked Foster to describe his 
appearance, which ho did most accurately, particularly his face 
and figure. He told me that I would again own Wcstcock, and 
buy it back. Foster here ooserved to me, “  Wcstcock scorns to 
have been formerly owned by you.” I said yes, but I had sold 
it. Inglis H aliburton came again, and told me he died and was 
buried at sea. An intim ate college friend, Trimiugham, came, 
aud said ho was drowned going from Halifax to Bermuda. I 
asked the name of the vessel and captain. Foster at once said 
the Euclid, Captain Bates. Foster at the same time wrote the 
name of the Captain and vessel on a piece of paper, and handed 
to m e ; it looked something like “ Eclid ” but he called it Euclid. 
I then asked how it happened; he said, “  in a gale the vessel 
broke up and all were lost.” I have w ritten  to Halifax to see 
if this was the case. LeBaron D rury came; he said he was 
drow ned on a voyage to China. This was contrary to my ideas, 
from what I had heard of his supposed death. My sister Eliza 
came again, and I asked he’1 if she remembered our visit to 
Nova Scotia. Foster replied at once, “ yes,” and then told me 
who was w ith us; viz., Sarah, Edwin, and the Doctor. I  did 
not a t that time think the Doctor was there, nor do I  now re
collect it, bu t am strongly of the opinion that he was in Scot
land a t the tim e. The Doctor has since told me that he never 
was in Nova Scotia w ith her. I asked her if  she had ever spoken 
audibly to me since she left this earth ; she said, “  yes, once.” 
I asked what it was, she replied, she said, “  George.” In the
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w inter of 1848, on iny way from Boston, I slept all night at 
Woods&ck, and early in the morning whilst lying in bed w ail
ing fo ra  tiro to be made on in my room, I heard distinctly some 
person ca’I me, apparently at the foot of my bed, and thought 
at the timo it was her voice, and a short time after this I told 
my wife of it. Sarah camo again, and I asked her if she was 
at the photographers with me last w eek; she said “ yes.” 1 
asked “ did yon show yourself?” she said “ yes.” “  Did any 
one else?” “  Yes, F rank .” *■ How was lie standing?” “ By 
my side leaning over your shoulder.” I had not at this time 
seen the photograph, but only the negative, as I have 
stated above.

The afternoon of this day, I went again to Mumlcr's, to see 
if my photographs were finished, but finding they were not, 1 
determined to sit again, and see what I could get, and arranged 
for next morning, 29th June, at 9 o’clock; and according to 
appointm ent went there, but found that the w ater pipes in the 
house had burst, and would not be repaired for an hour or so. 
I then went to Vogl’s and got his conclusions as to the P o rt
land property, which when fully developed, I will have a ttach 
ed to this statem ent. A fter I got through here, I  returned to 
Mumlcr’s, where the workmen were jnst clearing out, and 
in a few minutes I sat again, and proceeding in the same vrav 
as before, the negative showed a female figure standing behind 
me; which, from the peculiar slope of her shoulder, struck me 
as my mother. The photograph from this negative I could not 
wait for, and it was forwarded to me by mail the following 
week. I  recognized my m other’s looks in it, and so have two 
or three of her old friends here, but some of my brothers do not 
see the likeness. A fter I got through with this sitting, I told 
Mrs. Miunler that I  wanted her to be entranced for me again, 
leading her to suppose it was in reference to the lock of hair 
she had examined the day before. 1 asked for a piece of paper 
and pencil, and when she was entranced, L asked if there were 
any o f those spirits present who were here before. She replied 
at once as follows, and I took the words down as she spoke 
them, requesting her to stop at times, when she spoke too 
quickly for me to write them :

“ There are a g reat many spirits here. I  see again the old 
gentleman, beautiful and glorious, ju st what he wished to be
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before throw ing off the material body, and all earth’s old divin
ity. A  passage in the Uib!e seems to cling to him fearfully, 
and lie says while on earth he was always trying to ferret out, 
bu t it was u question he could not solve then, for he could not 
find its conditions. A fter throwing otT the material hoc. . the 
great Hook of Life was opened to him, and he says to you, live 
the life you are now living, for you are surely on the right 
track, for there is no sting of death, death can’t affect the soul, 
neither can the grave hold it, for even Christ broke asunder the 
chains o f death, and led his captive in trium ph, and may they 
not all who pass through the same change then lead death 
captive. In coming back wc wander over thorns of opposition, 
we only wish for • our doors to be opened, to come iii to aid 
and guide you in your journeyings through life. Mortals 
should know that when the present shall have faded from their 
view, another, more beautiful shall arise, and its light shall illu . 
mine the whole earth. And that is w hat is spiritualism, and 
none shall ask then, know ye of theso things, believe yo in 
them, for all shall believe in the one grand religion that is 
coming down from God the author of all. You believe it in its 
childhood to-day; the coming generation will believe in its man
hood; the miracles of to-day shall be understood; more glorious 
truths, more tangible revelations shall be given, and the sons 
and daughters shall see that God is w ith them, and the return 
of the spirits will unseal the great mysteries of the past.”

“  O here comes another sp irit; O how beautiful!” I  asked if  
it was the same, she said, “  ye9, the same that came a few days 
ago, she is shaking what seems a thin tissue paper, w ith golden 
letters. O how brilliant they are! yes, these are the w ords:

‘ T here are m inutes in youth w h en  the sp irit receives 
W hole volum es o f thought on its un w ritten  leaves,
W hen the folds o f the heart in  a m om ent enclose,
Like the innerm ost leaves of the heart o f the rose.
These m om ents to m ortals are like dew  to the flow ers.
T hey  brighten and freshen like A p ril sun show ers.
O if  ever  in life one feels that he’s blest,
’Tis w h en  he hears from his loved one’s and knows they’re at rest.’ ” 

She then said, “  yes, for well might you feel blessed, when 
they come back to give you instruction, for when the spirit has 
been so bound down w ith old theology and its fetters burst and 
et you free, it is really like being let out from a dungeon into 

the wind and the heat of sunshine.”
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Ami closed thus, u  may the mantle of tho angels bo thrown 
around you, may you bo guarded ami directed in your footsteps, 
and may you be borne safely to your journey’s end, w ith 
crumbs of comfort to the many sufferings you meet on the 
way.” In a few moments after this sho' resumed her normal 
condition, and I merely told her what sho had been speaking ol, 
and left for my hotel, when I immediately rewrote the whole 
statem ent as above. M is. Miimler when in trance is controlled 
by the spirit ot the celebrated Physician, the late l)r. Rush of 
Philadelphia. I have a photograph of her taken w hilst so en
tranced, which shows most distinctly a shadowy form of him 
standing behind her, w ith one hand upon her head, and the 
other extends round in front; the likeness of this form to one 
of Sully’s paintings of D r. Rush which I have seen is most remark
able. I saw nothing moro of them until the noxt afternoon, 
when 1 went and got the photographs first taken.

On W ednesday, the 30th June , I again saw Foster, and held 
conversations with several persous. LcBaron D rury  came 
again, and I asked him what port he sailed from for China. 
Foster a t once said, “  New Orleans.” I then asked the name of 
the vessel. Foster said ho did not give it. I asked how it hap
pened; ho said, “ the ship foundered at soa, and all were lost.” 
My iriend Trimingham camo again, and 1 asked him if lie 
recollected an expression he used to laugh at over our meals, 
in our rooms a t college. Foster told me to w rite it down and 
fold it up. I did so, and he then said he did noi recollect it. I 
was rather disappointed at this, but upon reflection, remem
bered that it was another college chum, Mr. Clinch, from New
foundland, w ith whom I used to laugh over it. I then asked, 
u  did D r. Cochran expel you or me from college ?” “  You,” was 
the prom pt rep ly . This fact I could no t deny, and Foster 
laughed heartily at it. My father came again, and I asked 
him if he could not send a message to the Doctor, to conviuce 
him that his spirit could return  to earth again. Foster imme
diately w rote off the following and handed to me: 11 It is my 
desire that the Doctor should investigate this beautiful tru th , 
ho will be benefitted by it.” I then asked him if I  should sell 
my Portland property. Foster wrote off the following reply 
and handed it to me: ‘‘ I  should advise you to sell part of the 
Portland property, and buy W estcock. Your Father,

W illiam  B otsford .”
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It ib remarkable that when Foster wroto tho namo ho spelt it 
w ith two t's , bu t when it was written under tho tablo in both 
cases tho name was spolt properly.

Jerem iah Dots ford camo again, and I askod him in w hat part 
o f Scotland ho had lived; ho said, “  near E dinburgh.” I ask
ed what was his occupation; ho said, “  a D octor.” I neglected 
to ask as I  should have done, what tho namo of the place was, 
otc. Sarah camo again, and I asked her if she were again with 
mo at the photographers. She said, “  yes.” W as any one elso 
w ith her? She said, “  yes, mother, and you got a good picture.” 
I then asked her if sho were with mo at Vogl’s. She said,“ yes.” 
I asked if tho delineations ho made of the 1’ortiand property 
w ere correct. She said, “ yes.” I then asked if w hat he said 
of tho cornor of the lot was right. “  Yes, and it was valuable.” 
I asked her whoso watch and chain this was (looking down at 
m ine). Foster at onco said, “ Father's.” 1 asked if ho had any 
peculiar way of taking hold of it. IIo said, “  yes, ho twisted 
it  w ith his thumb and finger, and moved the band up and down 
on it.” This was literally true, but some of my unbelieving 
friends will say that Foster read this from my mind altogether. 
I t  may bo so, bu t under all the circumstances surrounding my 
experience w ith Fostor I  d o u b t i t ,  as ho certainly could not 
have acquired from the same source tho information as to 
T rim ingham , D rury, Edw in, and Haliburton. This was W ed
nesday m orning, and having got my first photograph I left next 
morning for home.

I have given as correct an account of what occurred during all 
this time, as I could mako by immediately writing down every 
th ing on my return  to my hotel. I  held no communication or 
conversation with any one as to w hat I was doing. I do not 
pretend to explain theso m atters; but I  well know that most of 
m y readers will attem pt to explain it all rather than adm it that 
tho spirits of the departod can return  to earth, and will rather 
bolievo me crazy or under somo malign delusion; but all this 
will not disturb tho full and quiet belief of my own mind as to 
tho tru th  of this doctrino.

GEO. BOTSFORD.
F re d e r ic to n , Ju ly  24, 1875.

At the bottom of pâ o 1<J, the word " Botaford " should bo " B<rmJord.'‘
3



S S Q T J E L

10 NY EXPERIENCE AT BOSTON,
IN JUNK AND JULY, 1H75

....... — -■ « ^  ■ '■■■
I omitt.m > to mention (hat Mr. Foster, tho medium I referred 

to, had been honored, 1 believe, by interviews w ith  Her Majesty 
tho Queen, tho Emperor of Russia, and (ho late Emperor of 
the French; and now holds letters of commendation and con
firmation of his clairvoyant [lowers from some of tho m ost dis
tinguished of tho nobility of England.

On the 29th June, at the time appointed, at ids residence, 729 
Tremont Street, Boston, Mr. Vogl gave mo a writtou programme 
of his clairvoyant search, and had marked on the plan tlirco 
distinct, veins of magnetic iron ore, one of which it w ould pay 
to w ork, and would yield from (JO to 05 per cent, pure iron. 
He also, in my presence, marked a spot where ho said there was, 
near the surface, a valuable bed of plaster, stating very posi
tively that tho place looked like, and in fact was, an abandoned 
B u c k w h e a t F ie ld , and asked if I knew whether Buckwheat had 
ever been grov l there, which I did not. When speaking of 
this plaster I told him I did not know w hether there was any 
such thing in tho vicinity, but there was certainly plenty of 
limestone formation. He said “ yes, and beneath that you will 
find m arble.” Ho also at the same time marked on the ph n a  
place where he said there Was a bed of some kind of clay, but 
be could not get en r a p p o r t  with it sufficiently to say w hat it 
was, but it was valuable. lie  then wished mo on my return 
home to paco off a certain distance from the corner of the lot 
along the lower line; then in another direction a certain further 
distance, and dig up a spadeful of tho earth, which was of a red
dish color, and forward him some of it for further examination. 
This was the corner I referred to in my question to my sister 
Sarah during my sitting w ith Foster.

On the 2nd July I returned home, and on the following 9th I 
went to Indiantow n by steam er, and taking the street cars as 
far as tho Suspension Bridge Road, I walked over to the prop
erty , and ju s t as I  was entering the road leading to the places 
so marked by Vogl, I  met a laboring mau coming down the

( 1 8 )
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road. I partly  passed him . b u t tu rn in g  round I asked him  if 
ho w ort acquainted  w ith the property  about here . IIo said, 
*' Y os,” and tiiat bo lived near by. I thou asked  if be had ever 
know n o f a B uckw heat Held hero. IIo said , 14 Yes,” and  at 
onco pu tting  dow n bis load, volunteered to show mo w here it 
bad been. As wo proceeded to the place he toid mo the person’s 
iiamo who, somo tw e n ty -e ig h t y e a rs  ago, had raised U uckw hcat 
thcro for tw o years, b u t i t  bad not been cultivated  since, except 
a very small c o ru o ro f it ns a garden attached to a shanty , which 
w as now all gone. Wo then camo to tho g round , and iio show
ed mo the bounds o f  tho old U u c k w h c a t f i e ld ,  still d istinc t and 
m arked , and  upon re fe rrin g  to tho m ark on tho plan as mado 
by Vogl in Boston, I found it to co rrespond  w ith it. I then 
asked  tills person if ho could show ino tho co m er bctw con Mr. 
C harles I lazcn ’s lot and m ine. Ho said “ Y es,” and although 
tho lino fcnco had been rem oved, ho shew ed mo the spot 1 w an t
ed , and having paced off tho distances^ as d irected  by Vogl 1 
du g  up a spade o f the earth  and forw arded  somo to him by ox- 
pross that evening.

O n tho 17th Ju ly  I received a le tte r  from Vogl, dated  tho 14th, 
in  w hich ho described tho depth  o f tho clay from tho surface, 
s ta tin g  also th a t thcro was fire clay in tho v icin ity . Ho also 
w ished  mo to scud him the plans again , w hich 1 d id , and on tho 
4th A ugust ho re tu rned  them , w ith  somo additional m arks in
d icating  a  stream  o f m ineral w ator somo SO or 40 feet below tho 
surface. A t my in terv iew  w ith  him  ho had m entioned an ex
is tin g  spring  o f w ater on the p roperty , w hich w as m edicinal to 
eomo ex ten t, and seemed like soda. N ot know ing  o f any sp r iu ' 
excep t ono on tho harbor side of the lot, in one o f my le tte rs to 
him 1 called his a tten tion  to this fact, and m arked its location on 
a  sketch w hich I  enclosed to him , b u t in his reply to  mo on 1st 
A ugust lie located tho spring ho m eant as 11 f a c i n g  the J a ils  o f  
S t .  J o h n , w h ere  th e  R iv e r  m a k es a  b en d ,”  the oxact place w here 
I w as subsequently  shown ono by my w orkm an, and in an en
tire ly  different portion  o f the property'. I  took somo o f tho 
w a te r o f this sp rin g  w ith  mo, and  when D r . Sm ith, my Claii- 
voy an t Physician , w as ou trauccd, I placed the vial ill his hand, 
and  lie pronounced  it to be excellen t w ato r, slightly tin 'cd  w ith 
su lp h u r and  iron, b u t to no g rea t degree m edicinal, although in 
certa in  cases in m ight be beneficial.
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On tho lU h  A ugust I w en t again to P o rtland  to set a man to 
w ork p rospecting  for the clay and plaster, w ho, upon m y en
qu iring  if  any clay hud been found thereabout.), said th a t it  
cropped o u t on tho riv e r’s bank hero and thorc In thin layers, 
and ho took mo to a  spot on Mr. IIuzcu’s p roperty  w hore In 
d igg ing  a  d ra in  it had appeared. This was abou t 100 yards 
from the place m arked by Vogl. I thou m arked tho placo for 
him to dig  for tho clay, and afte r m aking an actual m easure
m ent o f tho place w here  Vogl had located tho p lastor, I found 
it camo d irectly  w ith in  tho lim its o f  tho o ld  B u ckw hea t f ie ld .  
I thou d irected  the inau to t e s t ' oth spots, b u t If ho found o ither 
rock or w a te r im pedim ent, to stop un til I saw  him again. On 
tho 25th A ugust I w en t dow n again and found th a t ho had m ot 
w ith  u largo flat rock near the surtaco whoro he had  dug  for 
clay, and  had com m enced to d ig  at tho p lastor location. I then 
tried  somo fow yards up tho lino and  struck  a bed o f clay about 
3 or 4 foot bolow tho surface. I subsequently  sen t a sauiplo 
of this to Boston to have i t  tested . Tho day a fte r I had d is
covered tho clay, I  received a  letter from  Vogl d irec ting  ino to 
do ju s t  as I  had douo. I had previously inform ed him o f m eet
ing w itii tho largo rock. A tto r d igg ing  a t tho placo m arked 
for p laster, ho cnino to a largo boulder, w id th  being  o f very  
hard foundation , I d id  no t caro to b last, and  T. w ro te  to Vogl 
inform ing him  o f my progress, and on tho 10th of S eptem ber I 
received from  him a le tter g iv ing  tho spccitlc d irections as to 
the course a n d  d is ta n ce  from tho cen tre  o f tho excavation I  had 
already m ade, and s ta tin g  th a t I w ould And tho p laste r thcro, 
although i t  w as u n d er tho largo boulder too. I  w ont dow n and  
m easured off tho d istance and  courso, and sot my m an to w ork 
a t it  on the 12th Septem ber.

My w orkm an w as taken sick , and  rom aiued so for somo tim e 
w ithou t inform ing mo, so I Imvo not yet p roved  tho correctness 
c f  V ogl’s location of tho p lastor fo rm atio n ; b u t  his o ther s ta te 
m ent as to tho sp ring  and  tho bed o f  clay (Iron uot ye t tosted) 
having proved so accurately  true , I  do no t en ie iia in  a  do u b t 
b u t th a t i t  also w ill be found correct. I t  m u st bo rem em bered 
th a t M r. Vogl had never been in  N ew  B runsw ick , and  know  
no th ing  o f tho p roperty  he clairvoyantly  exam ined ; and  th a t I  
supposing there  m igh t bo iron  ore, consulted  him  w ith  this view  
o n ly , never d ream ing  th a t e ith e r clay o r p laste r w as m ixed up
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w ith tho iron stouo boulders and lim estone form ation w hich 
abounded and seemed to covor nearly  the w hole surfaco o f the 
laud. Mr. Vbgi also located a m arble form ation  on iny b ro 
ther’s portion of tho p roperty , r.ot yet tested .

D iscovering tha t I had tnndo a m istake bo th  as to d istance 
and course in my form or m easurem ent, I again m easured from 
tho co rner to  the spo t o rig inally  m arked by Vogi on tho p lan , 
and found i t  corresponded oxactly w ith  th a t designated  in his 
le tter o f .ho 10th Septem ber as above, and which Is also w ith in  
tho lim its of this old l iu c k  w h ea t J IM .

Tho following Is a copy o f the program m e referred to above 
of tho 29th Ju n e :  “  t’ho C la irvoyan t exam ination  reveals thre* 
separate and d is tinc t veins o f m agnetic iron ore. Tho locality 
has been m arked on the plan o f tho lau d . T he richest of these 
throe veins is tho ono located in and  ru n n in g  through lot N o. 
88 to ; 26 it w ould pay to w ork this voin. Tho nex t best vein is 
located opposite lot No. 85, and from  thence ex tend ing  as 
m arked. Tho ligh test vein o f tho threo is locatod opposite lo t 
No. 41, ex tend ing  tow ards tiie land of Thom as M urray H azon.

“ Tho depth  o f theso veins o f ore is from 200 to 9U0 feet as 
m arked. E xam ining still deeper you will find a good body o f 
zinc blondo. Indications o f silver you will incot all along, b u t 
rest assured it w ill n o t bo discovered in th a t  locality in any  
pay ing  q u a n tity .

“  T here is a valuable bed o f plastor to be locatod very  nearly  
tho cen tre  of tho G<J aero lot, w hich it w ill pay to w ork . This 
Ip quite near tho surfaco.

“  T here is also near tho far co rner (low er r ig h t hand corner I 
m ean) a bed o f  some kind o f clay, which looks to  mo a deep 
red color, and w hich has com m ercial uses, b u t I  do not get fully 
tn  ra p p o r t , b u t will exam ine th is bed o f  clay for you from  
sam ple.”

A t tho tim e Vogl handed mo this program m e ho m arked 
tho plastor and  clay deposit, and gavo mo tho d irections as 
sta ted  abovo. Tho le tte r  o f Ju ly  14, above m entioned, contains 
tho follow ing: “ Tho box w ith  clay cam e du ly  to b a n d ,a n d  I  
was quite  agreeably surprised  on opening  i t  to  see its  
color: it  corresponds exactly  to tho color I  saw  clairvoyantly . 
I got th is rep o rt for y o u : T here  is a  bed o f  valuab le  clay here 
w hich w ill m ake po tte ry  of som e descrip tion . I am show n th is ;
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viz,, nil sort* o f viwm and flower pot* of deep redd lull biown
color; yon also havo flro clay. This clay Is near the snr. 
fkco the Controls tel! me. You will have to scale off till* la jc r of 
gmvol and sand, and will easily reach the clay. 1 am told to 
tell yon about 25 feet deep to clay. In my delineation I said 
that the plaster was quite near the surface, and as the sccno 
comes up hoforo mo again, it certainly cannot bo inoro than 20 
to HO feet, and It looks ns if on the n,»per right hand corner of 
my X whore I marked tho d o t; It must bo almost cropping out 
of tho ground. Your bed of clay will become lighter In color 
as you go down deeper, and consequently more valuable. I 
Ain told to assure yon that this bod of clay will pay yon 
woll to w ork.”

Being unacquainted w ith tho commercial va'mo of clay, Vogi 
in tho saino letter informed ino (lint lie took tho sninplo to Mr. 
Kdmands, ono of their largost m anufacturers of drain pipe In 
Charleston, who gets his clay from Now Jorsoy, and who gavo 
him tho following markot prices; viz., Clays which aro used 
for making jug ; and demijohns rato about $5 per ton; flro 
brick clay, from $3 upw ards; liner kinds of clay for pottery up 
to $8 per ton; t’n. nest kinds aro used In paper hangings and 
bring $10 per ton.

On tho 17th .July, 1875, I wroto to Vogl as follows: u  I send 
you stono taken from another property of inino up tho river 8 t .  
John, in tho region of gold bearing quartz. I huvo marked on 
tho small sketch tho placo whoro It was pickod up by mo yes
terday, ono picco quite high up on a hill, tho othor down by a 
small stream marked on tho p lan ; there arc some very curious 
uphcavlngs and deep crater littio holes all over this part of tho 
country, and I am credibly informed that small pieces o. gold- 
bcariug quartz as well as gold dust have been picked up in tho 
river which runs through these P>fs. Tho slato specimen ap
pears to bo tho only fixed rock on rt-? r»| cc, a piece of widen I 
send for the purpose of locallzin ' our o uirvoyani viow.”

In Ju ly  I received a lcttoi Yoin Vogl dated 21th, in which ho 
wroto: “  I liavo given this property a most searching investi
gation, and tho result is that I am perfectly satisfied that thero 
is not any gold here, nor is there any other mineral hero that 
would make it dcsirablo for you to retain this property. Y our 
friends dcsiro you to sell this proporty and tako the funds



rn ll/cd  from It* aalo to develop the Ht, John  p ro p erty .”  ”  h o t 
him devote i lu  funds t )  the developm ent o f tho clay and  plaster 
bed*; those rightly  developed will constitu te a fortune in them* 
selves,” t had a f«\v days previous to this w ritten  to ask whom 
he m eant by m y  fr ien d * . In reply, ho w rote, “  when I said 
4 your friends.’ I was only rouentlng to  you w hat my controls 
said to ino and w hat I heard them  say. I wlP endeavor to des* 
cribo to  you y o u r Inner circle o f contro lling  spirits, .is it will 
not only bo a satisfaction to know th is, but also bo o f g rea t 
advantage for you to know  tins, w hen you may need help in 
the perp lex ing  anxlctica of this m ortal life; so you may know  
who is nearest to you sp iritually  as g u ard ian s .” !To then pro
ceeded: ‘‘F irs t is presented to mo an old gentlem an, \ robably 
seventy o r m ore ,” and gave a full and  singularly  accurate des
crip tion  o f my la ther, nex t o f my m other, th ird  o f my sister 
Sarah, concluding the descrip tion  of tho la tte r  ns follows: 44 She 
was w hat L call very good looking, and  in one of these indis- 
cribnbk' ways rem inds mo o f th a t dau g h te r o f yours who Is 
dark  com nlexloricd. T his m usi bo your s is te r ; sho Is beautiful 
and very b righ t, and comes nearest to you ot m y sp ir it.”

I m ay hero say that I had never spoken to  Vogl up to this 
tlm o o f my fa ther, me ike r, o r sister, o r oi my ow n children , 
fu rth e r than listening to iris descrip tion  o f them  ns beforo m en
tioned . I t Is very odd too tlu*. my w ife bud alw ays rem arked 
tho likeness o f o n r daugh ter Kate, the duiT. com plcxioncd ouo, 
to my siste r S arah . I w ill now give tho descrip tion  in lull o.* 
tho last person us ho w rote It to m e: 44 F o u rth , Thero is pre
sented an elderly gentlem an In un ifo rm ; ho is light com plexion, 
w ears a moustncho on ly , is b a ld ,n u d  his hair is s tra igh t and 
smooth and very grey, lias deep bluo oyes, and looks very florid 
and  red in  tho face, com plains o f the beat, and  usos his hand
kerch ief freely to  wipe his face, and laughs a t m e; was very 
polito and  afliiblo, b u t a  restless m an; alw ays iu a hu rry , ready 
to  go to tho N o rth  Polo a t a m om ent’s notice, and lived and  
died in a  h u rry , 6iiys it w as apoplexy. I  guess you w ill know  
him . Thero have not been any names given mo, and the  spirits 
say, it  is not needed, as you know  all fo u r; these fo m your 
inner circle.”

Beforo I  had read  ha lf th rough  this description I  thought J 
recognized tho person, b u t  when I  camo to tho m anner o f hiR



death  I  w as ac fault again , as I  though t ho had died a  lingering 
death .

I  then w ro te  to Y ogi to say th a t I  d id  n o t know  who the 
m ilitary  m an w as, particu larly  on account o f  his sudden death . 
In  a le tte r from Yogi* dated  1st A ugust, in reply ho said : “ I 
am desired to tell you tha t it  w as in tended for your uncle, arid 
w hen you come to investigate the cause or his d ea th , you will 
find th a t he died qu ick ly .” Thus it rem ained, until a few days 
since I  had an oppo rtun ity  o f learning from one w ho was pres
e n t a t his death , tha t he had died suddenly , having been up and 
about the  day before his death . So now  I have not the slightest 
doub t th a t it was an  uncle o f m ine as I  first though t, w ith  
w hom  as a boy 1 w as a favorite, and  w ho w as a m ilitary  m an, 
o f w hom  Vogl could never have heard , and  whose nam e p rob
ably I  had  not m entioned for years to any one, except in my 
ow n fam ily, a lthough he had very  frequen tly , and I  m ay say 
unaccountably  been in my though ts. I  do not rem em ber his 
m oustacho, b u t in  all o ther particu lars the description could 
no t be m ore in accordance w ith  my vivid recollection o f h im ; 
and  I  doubt no t w ould  be fam iliar w ith  m any others o f his 
friends should they read tho above.

Sep. 16th, Vogl w rote to me in  an sw er to some inquiries as 
follow s: “  You are all r ig h t on the  clay, b u t you don ’t have tho 
m ain vein ye t, w hich w ill be over 50 feet thick and alm ost 
in ex h au stib le ,”

L est som e o f m y very know ing  friends m ight bo led to find 
positivo proof o f some k ind  o f hum bug  o r deception in the  de
lay in n o t receiv ing the account o f  testing  the clay in B oston, 
w hich delay I  certain ly  d id  not understand  a t tho tim e, I  m ust 
sta te , th a t on the 20th Sept., Y ogi left Boston for a trip  to some 
o f  the W estern  S tates for some 6 w eeks, an d  did  no t re tu rn , I  
believe, u n til a fte r  the exp ira tion  o f  th a t tim e. I  also left homo 
on 24th Oct. for F . E . Island , and  d id  no t re tu rn  until Dec. 1st, 
consequently  o u r correspondence w as in te rru p te d . I  was in 
form ed by  le tte r from V ogl, th a t the truckm an had m isunder
stood the d irections he had  received, and  had  c a rr> d  the barre l 
o f  clay to a w rong  person , w here i t  rem ained un til after Y ogi’s 
re tu rn , w ho, upon  finding o u t the  m istake, had i t  rectified, and  
on Dec. 6th, w ro te  to m e say ing , “  th is  evening I  feel ju s t  as 
happy  as I  can possibly feel; before me on the  table stands a



25

little  b row n cup m ade ou t of your clay sam ple, and  the first 
p roof o f the clay — w hy, th a t little  b row n cup looks lovelier to 
me than  if  it  were mado o u t o f pure gold — hero is a tangible 
evidence, and  a decidedly practical result o f clairvoyance. Mr. 
Edm unds says ho m ade this little cup w ith  his ow n  h a n d s ,— 
it w as subjected to the g rea test heat, and  stood the test splen
d id ly . IIo  says, so far as he can judge , it  will m ake a very 
stro n g  k ind  o f w are, som ething like tho w are  m ade in E ngland  
and  G erm any.”

L ast evening, 3d Feb . in stan t, I  received by  express from 
B oston, a sm all cup and  tiny  ju g  made from  tho clay I had for
w a rd e d ; they certain ly  appear o f a very firm  and dnrablo kind 
o f p o tte ry ; b u t not having received M r. E dm und’s report o f it, 
I th o u g h t I w ould  try  w h a t a C lairvoyant m edium  w ould say 
abou t ii, and  w hen  lie w as in  trance I placed the jug  in his 
hand , asking him  w hat it  w as. H e said it  was a ju g  or vessel 
m ade o f clay. I asked o f w h a t k ind  o f c la y ; he replied , th a t 
ho was no t a m ineralogist o r geologist, b u t  lie knew  it  w as of 
a ve ry  superio r k ind  and  very  uncom m on, not m uch o f i t  hav
in g  been discovered a n y w h e re ; lie d id no t know  w hat geologists 
w ould  cal) it, b lit he called it adam antine c la y ; i t  was perm eated 
all th rough  w ith  an im perceptible iron  in ip regnatcdgas,and  wlion 
exposed to heat i t  becam e alm ost like iron , very difficult to 
b reak , and im pervions to w ater o r acids, and  was very  v a lu ab le ; 
and if in any quan tity  w ould  be a fortune to its ow ner. l ie  
then  asked me how it had been discovered. I  said th a t I  had 
been d irected  to i t  by  a m edium  to w hich he; replied, he was 
g lad  o f it, as it w ould go to prove the rea lity  o f clairvoyance.

Since w ritin g  the above I  have received from Yogi a copy 
o f M r. E dm and’s report from  the Stone D rain  P ipe W orks, 
C harleston. l ie  says they m ade a few pieces of w are  in the  form 
of jugs and cups, and  burned  them  in th e ir  kilns, the articles 
being sm all stood the heat o f ou r bu rn in g , and w hen d raw n  
show s a u a rk  b u t good b ody  for common w are. They made 
too short pieces o f drain  pipo of it, and p u t in a k iln  w ith N ew  
Je rse y  clay, b u t it fa iled ; lie how ever says from w hat experience 
they have had  in  this clay they th ink  it m ay be o f value, and 
good pipe m anufactured  o f i t  by less heat than the Je rsey  clay 
requ ires, and  be tu rn ed  ou t in good m arketable condition.

B efore receiv ing M r. E dm and’s report from  Y ogi, I had w rit-
4
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ten to h im , g iv ing  an account o f the C la i.v o y au t’s descrip tion  
o f the value of the clay as above sta ted . On the 8th F eb . in stan t, 
I received ids reply dated  the 7th, w herein  afte r g iv ing me a 
copy o f his repo rt, he added , “  we arc no m ineralog ists, and 
cannot give an opinion in  tha t regard . So far as its value is 
concerned, it is no more vak .e  to us than the clay we obtain  a t 
New  Je rsey , w hich cost there from $1.75 to $2.10 per ton of 
2,240 p ounds; fre igh t, $1.50 to $2.00 per to n .” 1 also w ro te to 
Mr. Vogl g iv ing  him an account o f w hat the m edium  said , who 
exam ined the cup and  ju g , and requested  him to have another 
exam ination  o f the p ro p erty , and on the 25th in s tan t, received 
a  le tte r from  him  dated  the  18th, in w hich ho w rites , “  The 
vision as I  go t it , and it now  comes up again , is, m en busily 
a t w ork d igg ing  dark  colored clay, and  team s ca rtin g  i t  to a 
vessel. T hen the picturo changes, and I  see a long one story 
bu ild ing  w ith  any  q u an tity  o f w indow s in it ,  and  m any men 
and boys engaged in m ak ing  plates, bow ls, and  all k inds o f 
po tte ry  w are . I  can see the kiln  for bu rn in g  this crockery 
w are , and  it  resem bles in  color the English  W edgew ood w are , 
and i t  is nearly  w hite , w ith  a deep b lu ish  tinge, and  h r.s a clear 
m etallic ring . T h a t refers to  the w hite clay. In  ano ther por
tion o f the bu ild ing  I  see men m ak ing  crucibles and o ther fire 
p roof articles o f po tte ry  w a re .”

I  am well aw are tha t very  m any persons w ill call this hum 
bug  or hallucination , &c., & c., bu t I  in sert i t  hero th a t it may 
rem ain a record o f  w hat M r. Vogl had c lairvoyantly  seen and 
described, in case some p o tte ry  should hereafter be established 
a t th is place for the m anufacture o f this clay.

I  have gone m ore fully in to  this m atter than I a t first in ten d 
ed, b u t as w hat I  had already published had  caused a good deal 
o f  enqu iry  and discussion, I  have deem ed it as w ell to give a 
full deta il, so th a t the read er may more satisfactorily  judge  for 
him self. A s soon as the sp rin g  opens, I  in ten d  testing  the 
p laster location, as well as the dep th  o f the bed c f  clay.

H av ing  already given a general account o f some sp irit photos, 
o f  w hich I  sa t to Mr. M um ler, I  purpose now io give a detailed  
one for the consideration  o f such o f my friends as take any in 
te rest in such th ings.

The arrangem ents being all m ade, and M um ler s tand ing  a 
little  a t one side, he said in  ra th e r a  low  tone of voice, “ A re
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there a n y  sp ir it  f r ie n d s  o f  th is  gentlem an p resen t t ” T w o or 
th ree rap9, w hich could bo d istinctly  heard  all over the  room , 
seem ed to come from  the floor o r wall ju s t in fron t o f  the cam 
era . H e said “  L e t m e kn ow  when yo u  are r e a d y .” In  a very  
short timo, the raps camo again, apparen tly  from  tho sam e 
place, and he im m ediately took oft tho covering from  the cam era 
and w aited  som e tim o longer than I  had over sat before for a 
photo , w hen ho again  covered the instrum ent, and took ou t the 
ho lder and  w ont to his developing room , b u t re tu rn ed  soon, 
saying th a t he did  not get a form . H aving again arranged  tho 
cam era, lie crossed over to mo, and tak ing  hold of my hand , 
again asked as before if  they were presen t, w hen the raps cam e 
a t once, and ho said , “ W ill you show  yourself?” No rep ly  
w as given. A fte r w a itin g  a few  m om ents he again  sa id ,“ W on't 
you try  and do so?” Im m ediately  the raps camo again , from  
the sam e place, and w hilst lie had hold o f my hand . He im m e
diately  let go and  stepped over to the side o f  the cam era, say ing , 
u L t t  me know  when you  are rea d y  .” In  a very short space o f 
tim e tho raps came again . H e uncovered the cam era and stood 
for a few seconds, as it appeared to m e, w hen tho raps sounded  
again , and he a t once covered the cam era, took ou t the holder, 
and  in a few m inutes re tu rned  w ith the negative, show ing  tw o 
form s beside my ow n, which I  now en te rta in  not the sligh test 
do u b t wore those o f m y sister Sarah, w ho has been dead some 
years, and  my little  son F ra n k , who died some eighteen years 
since. T he likeness o f the la tte r  has been a t once recognized 
by m any w ho knew  him , both in my household and  outside. 
He is s tand ing  leaning ove- m y shoulder, w ith  his cheek ag a in st 
the side o f m y head and face.

On tho 28th I  again sat for a photo, and going th rough  the 
sam e process as before, except tha t he d id  no t take my hand , 
M um ler produced  a negative w ith  a female form  stand ing  be
h ind m e, w hich I fully  believe to  be m y m other in  her younger 
day8. My b ro thers  w ho have seen th is do not, how ever, recog
nize it, a lthough  one o r tw o o f  her old friends here have done 
so, b u t others th ink  it  resem bles my younger sister E liza, w ho 
died some fo rty  years ago.

H av ing  learned  from  a circu lar w hich M um ler gave me w hen  
I left Boston, th a t he could take photos w ith  sp irit form s, ap
pearing  together w ith  a copy o f an orig inal photo o f any  per-
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son, under certain  conditions, a fter my re tu rn  hom e I sen t a 
photo of myself, taken by Flood in S t. Jo h n , and fixed the 2nd 
o f A ugust a t 9 o’eloek, a . m ., o f the tim e hero, for the s ittin g  
to take place. I gave him  the latitudo  and longitude o f  this 
placo to enable him to calculate the difference o f tim e, according 
to his d irections. A t the timo so a rran g ed  [ sat quietly  in  my 
ow n room , fixing my m ind as well as I could upon w hat was 
go ing  on w ith  M uinlor in .Boston; w hich 1 could very well do, 
having been so recently in  his rooms there. A fte r a few days 
i received a  photo, show ing me tho three original photos, s tan d 
ing on a small table, w hich L rem em ber having seen in his d ra w 
ing-room ; and  in addition  there appeared a full leng th  figure of 
a m an holding a w reath  betw een the tablo and the  cam era, 
w h ilst beh ind  the table appeared a female form. A t first 1 was 
d isappo in ted , as 1 had earnestly  w ished to see my fa ther’s like
ness, and did  ’lot recognize it th e re ; bu t upon a m ore m inute 
exam ination  i  now clearly see tha t o f my b ro th er C hipm au, 
and of m y m other, blit o lder than she appeared in the first 
photo. T his picture has the same as yet unexplained  charac ter
istic as the e th e rs ; viz., one p a r t  is between the cam era an d  the 
tab le , w h ils t the other p a r t  is w holly beh ind it.

In  Septem ber lust I forw arded to M umler a photo o f my w ife, 
fixing the tim e for s ittin g , & c., as in the previous case; and 
shortly  a fter I receive from him a photo show ing the orig inal 
and tw o o ther form s fi y and  most d istinctly  developed. One 
o f them  my wife a t oi ee recognized as an uninistakeable like
ness o f her m other, and  the o ther of one o f her uncles. Acci
dentally  m eeting  w ith  an old friend o f her m other’s family from 
W oodstock, w here they had lived, I  show ed him  tins photo. 
He had no doubt about her m other’s likeness, b u t U ough t the 
o ther was not so much like the uncle she though t it  resem bled 
as another of her uncles; b u t he had no d o u b t o f  the fam ily 
likeness. I  m ay hereafter publish some very curious inciden ts 
in connection w ith  these photos, o f  w hich I  have notes. I  will 
here rem ark  th a t eighteen m onths ago I  w as a m ost d e te rm in 
ed, and , I  m ight say, rabid  unbeliever and  opponent of the doc
trine  o f the re tu rn  o f the sp ir i ts  o j the d e a d ’, b u t a fte r w h a t I 
have since th a t tim e seen and heard  I  need scarcely say th a t 
my opinion is en tire ly  changed. This doctrine, I  find too , is 
n e ith e r new  nor unorthodox , as it wa. uloubtedly believed and
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tau g h t by many o f the ancient Fathers o f  the C hurch,by Bishops 
(d istinguished  ones too) of the Church o f  England, and b y  tho 
celebrated  founder of M ethodism , tho Bev. Jo h n  Wesley. Be
sides w hich, both the O ld and  New  T estam en ts plainly teach 
the same th ing .

A t *ho transfiguration  tho disciples lim it have seen the 
sp in  "< ’ jodies only (1 Cor. xv . f t ,)  of Moses and E lias, in  the 
for. . uiui appearance o f their natural bodies, as St. Paul said , 
tlcsli and blood cannot inherit the K ingdom  of H eaven, and tho 
natural body, according to orthodox creeds, m ust rem ain in the 
grave un til tho last trum p  sounds; and they m ust have heard  
them  speaking to Jesu s (M att. xvii. 3.) in the same w ay , th a t 
m edia of the presen t day sec and hear tho spirits o f departed  
persons.

H ow  plain and in tellig ib le the o therw ise m ysterious sto ry  o f  
the so called W itch o f E ndor becomes w hen read by the ligh t 
o f this Bible tru th . T h is  w om an, no doub t, w as a m ed ium ; 
viz., by organism  she w as clairvoyant and  clairaudicn t. Saul 
having desired  her to b rin g  up Sam uel, w hen  tho w om an saw  
him , she cried w ith a loud voice and said, I saw  Gods ascend
ing  o u t o f  tho ea rth ; and  when Saul enquired  “  w hat fo r m  is he 
o f f  she said , “ an  old man cometli up , and  he is covered w ith  
a m a n tle ;” and Saul perceived th a t it was Sam uel, and ho stooped 
w ith  his face to the g ro u n d  and bow ed him self. Samuel hav ing  
been addressed  by Saul and  after telling  birr, w hat God w as 
about to do, said, “ a n d  to-m orrow  shalt thou a n d  th y  sons be w ith  
me.” (1 Sam. xxv iii.) “  So S a u l died a n d  his three sons, and  
his arm our bearer, and  all his men th a t same d a y  to g e th e r.”  
(ib . x x x i. C.) This w om an evidently  saw  and  heard  w ha t Saul 
d id  not, and was the m edium  through  w hom  this occurrence 
took place.

C. II. F oster, one o f  the m ost rem arkable c la irvoyant and  
c la irau d icn t m edium s o f the p resen t day, w hen iu his norm al 
sta te , in m y in terv iew  w ith  him before m entioned, c la irvoyantly  
saw  my b ro ther, m ost accurately  describ ing  him , and  g iv in g  
me his nam e, and  told me w hat lie c la iraud icu tly  heard  him  say 
in answ er to my question  as to w hof had become o f his son 
w hom  I  supposed to be dead ; viz., tha t lie w as alive and  well 
in C alifo rn ia .” The correctness o f this has no t yet been ascer
ta ined , b u t I  have no doubt o f its tru th .
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I havo heard  it s trong ly  objected aga in st clairvoyance, th a t 
iio m ortal could ever bo perm itted  to call up  the sp irits o f do- 
parted  persons a t his ow n p leasu re . T ru th fu l m edium s, I bo- 
licve, make no p re ten tions to such a pow er, b u t are  m erely 
passive instrum ents un d er some unchang ing  law , by which 
God in his love and  providence perm its and d irects such in te r
course betw een departed  sp irits  and  sp irits  in the body. H ow  
very m any persons there are w ho m ust and w ill adm it th a t thojr 
havo been strangely  im pressed a t tim es, e ith e r  to do o r to leave 
undone some particu lar th ing w ith o u t know ing  w hy or w hence 
such im pression came. A nd  how  m any havo had most v iv id  
prescience o f som ething about to happen , o r  th a t had a lready 
happened, w hich subsequent events have proved  to have been 
s tric tly  correct.

H ow consoling and beautifu l the belief m ust be to those who 
can en te rta in  it, th a t some ot their departed  loved ones, o r some 
o ther m in is tc ringsp irits , arc constan tly , and  by God’s P ioviden ce, 
gu id ing  and w atch ing  over th e ir footsteps in  th e ir jou rney  
through  life.

The Bible from G enesis to Ilcvcla tio i. is full o f such sp irit 
guidance.

I  recently  received a le tte r  from  the b ro th e r o f my friend, 
Ing lis H alibu rton , in rep ly  to  my inqu iries as to the tim e 
and m anner o f his death , in form ing  me th a t, “ in  1846 he sailed  
f r o m  H a l i f a x  o n  a  t r i p  to  th e  M a u r i t i u s ,  a n d  on  h is  r e 
tu r n  h o m e , in  i8 &  ? , th e  s h ip  c a l l e d  a t  C ic n ju c g o ,C u b a ,  
w h e re  h e w e n t  o n  sh o re , a n d  s h o r t l y  a / l e r  h is  r e tu r n  
on  b o a t'd  h e  w a s  s e i z e d  w i th  / e v e r ,  a n d  d ie d  in  
a  v e r y  s h o r t  t im e ,  a n d  w a s  b u r ie d  on th e  I s l a n d .”  
A t my s ittin g  w ith  F oster he to ld  me th a t “  he d ie d  o f  sickness 
a t sea, an d  was b u r i e d and  in m ak ing  ou t my m em oranda 
a fte rw ard s , supposing th a t as he d ied at sea, he m ust have been 
buried  there  too, I for b re t .tv ’s sake w ro te  th a t he died and  was 
buried  a t sea ; thus the inaccuracy was m ine, and  not F o ste r’s. 
In reference to w hat F o ste r had said o f my friend  T rim m ing- 
ham ’s death , I wrote to tw o o r th ree  of his old friends in H ali- 
l a x ; and w hilst they all agree th a t he was lost on a voyage from 
H alifax to B erm uda in 1832, none o f them  rem em bered c ither 
the name o f the ship or cap tain , and  do no t agree as to the m onth 
o f  the vea’*. In the new spapers of the d a \ it seems th a t II. M.



B rig  lle cru it, L im it. Ilodgc3, sailed from H alifax  on tlio 28tli 
M ay, 1832, w ith  th e  mail for B erm uda, h u t no passenger list ig 
g iven. This vessel n ev er reached B erm uda, and  Ills fricuds in 
H alifax now th ink  tha t he sailed in her. One o f his m ost in 
ti mo to friends and  collego chum s, how ever, w ho is now In the 
U nited S tates, I  believe, and w ho had  been w ritten  to from 
Halifax on the sub jec t, replied that lie could no t rem em ber the 
name o f tho vessel, b u t she w as a 10 gun  b r ig ; and he says 
“  tha t it  w as no t true  th a t his m other, and  tho young lady to 
w hom  ho w as engaged, saw the vessel go d o w n ; bu t the vcssol 
was sighted from the S ignal S tation a t B erm uda, about su n se t; 
th a t d u rin g  tho n igh t a hurricane came up , and  she w as never 
seen aga in .” H e says also, “  th a t ho know s it w as in tho m onth 
of A u g u st.” In  a num ber of the “  L eisure H o u r ” it is stated  
th a t in  1834 a sp a r  w as picked up a t tho Baham as w ith  the 
w ord  u lle c ru it ”  s tam p ed  on it. I f  ho sailed in  A ugust, as his 
fr ie n d  says so positively  lie d id , the nam e of tho vessel and  
captain aro still undecided ; although I  confess th a t my opinion 
inclines to the belief th a t i t  was the l le c n c it,  L t, H odges, in  
which he sailed.

H aving  heard  th a t an expression  in reference to “  atonem ent 
of blood” in my private m em oranda, ta iled  forth  an in d ig n an t 
denunciation  from one o f tho pulpits ot this c ity  the o ther day, 
I  will now sta te , for tho fu rth e r consideration  of these high Ec
clesiastics, tha t I  do n ot believe th a t A lm ighty  G od, the C reator 
o f the U niverse, and by whom all th in g s w ere m ade, shod his 
blood  upon tho cross to  app iasc  ills oivn  an ger  aga in st the 
crea ture o f  h is ow n  w ill  (m a n ), and to redeem  his offspring from 
the unend ing  to rm ent o f fire and  brim stone in IIc ll;  to w hich, 
i t  is said , they are all subjected by tho tansgression of their first 
paren ts in ea ting  the forbidden fru it in E d e n ; especially since 
C h ristian  M issionaries, m odern  travellers, and  learned  men  have 
b rough t to ligh t au then tic  h isto ry—w r itte n , m o?ium ental, and  
scu lp tured , w hich conclusively attests the fact th a t  several o ri
en tal nations not only believed in , b u t m ost devoutly  w orship
ped, their respective fo re to ld , virg in -born , s in -a to n in g , crucified  
risen , an d  ascended  “ Savior ot the w o rld ,”  cen tu ries before the 
b irth  of C hrist. N or do I believe th a t C hrist ever ta u g h t this 
doctrine any m ore than  he taugh t the v io lation  o f tho p u re s t 
and  m ost holy law  and  principle o f our n a tu re  (love), viz., th a t



a m an could no t become bin dlsclplo w ith o u t h a ting  his fatliei 
m other, w ife and children (L u k e  x iv . 26); b u t I do bejlcvo tint 
whoever Is guided by iho pu re  teachings o f C hrist and lullow 
ids exam ple w ill find a happy en trance  to a b e lte r life w hen hi 
sp irit leaves tills body, bo his creed wluit it may. N or do I b< 
liovo that a n y * 1/m u y  s o u l” (G en. li. 7.) c°sentiully  oxistin, 
by and o f the sp irit ot G od, can be e ternally  lo s t; u lthoug  
C hristian  M in isters  have preached and w ritten  th a t “  Hell 1 
paved w ith the skulls o f uubaptlzcd  iuOmts” ! “  T hen  shall tli 
d u s t re tu rn  to the ea rth  as i t  w as; and  the sp irit shall re tui* 
unto  G od  w ho gavo i t .” (K udos. xii 7.) Solom on docs nc 
seem bore to teach the re-creation  of the m ortal tenem ent c 
tho sp irit for fu tu re  life. “  A n d  Enoch w alked w ith  God, an 
lie w as n o t; for God took h im .” (Gon. v . 21.) A ccording t 
S t. r a id , E noch’s na tu ra l body could no t cu ter H eaven ; 111 
sp iritua l body therefo re  m ust bo w ith  G od. Moses does nc 
tell us w h a t bccaino of bis m ortal bo d y ; m ust this mo rtf 
casket be reconstructed  boforo Enoch can join in  novel* em lin 
praises w ith  the A ngels in  H eaven? “ A nd the L o rd  G od  sal 
unto  A dam , cursed is the (/round  for thy sake,” Sec. (G en. ii! 
17.) “  In the sw eat o f thy face thou slialt cat b read , t i l l  tho
return  unto the (/ro u n d ; for ou t o f it w ast thou ta k e n ; for dm 
thou a r t  and unto d u s t slialt thou re tu rn .” (ib . 19.) Can tli 
l iv in g  soul bo included in this doom ? W hatever may bo tli 
pro b a tio n  o f c r r n g  m ortals c ith e r in this p resen t life, or in  th 
fu tu re , I believo th a t in the end all G od’s w orks  will glorif 
H im , and H e  will be a l l  and  in a l l .

“  By their fru its  ye shall know  them .” M a t.v ii., 16. “ E ver 
tree is know n by his f ru it.” M at. x ii., 33. “ A n d  they wei 
ju d g ed  every man according to their w orks .” Ilev. x x ., 13.

“ The last enemy th a t shall be destroyed  is d ea th .” I. Cor. xv  
26. I f  m illions u pon  m illions o f its victim s ( liv in g  souls) ai 
to rem ain in  the to rm en ts o f the orthodox  Hell to all c tc rn itj 
how  can dea th  be said  to be destroyed?

Fkedeuicton, F e b ru a ry , 1876.




