
MODERN

SPIRITUALISM:

AN

EXAMINATION AND EXPOSUREâ€˜

BY G. H. REDDALLS,

(AN â€œ INFIDEL MEDIUM.â€•

__Â°_._.

â€œ If chamel-houses, and our graves, must send

Those that we bury, back, our monuments

Shall be the maws of kites.â€•

0 0 O e 0 G 0 0 0

â€œ The times have been,

That, when a man's brains were out, the man would die,

And there an end : but now, they rise again.â€•

-â€”1{acbeIh.

LONDON l

â€˜11. LAW, PRINTER AND PUBLISHER,

38, BOYSON ROAD, S.E.

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

m
e
m

b
e
r 

(I
n
d

ia
n
a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

2
-1

2
-1

2
 2

0
:0

9
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/w
u
.8

9
0

0
4

0
6

2
3

7
8

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le

MODERN 

S PI R IT U ALI S M: 
AN 

.EXAMINATION AND EXPOSURE. 

• 

Bv G. H. R.EDDALLS, 

(AN " INFIDEL MEDIU:U." 

"If charnel-houses, and our graves, must iend 
Those that we bury, back, our monuments 
Shall be the maws of kites." 

• • • • • • 
" The times have been, 

That, when a man's brains were out, the man would die, 
And there an end: but now, they rise again." 

-Mac6eiA. 

LO~DON: 

H. LAW, PRINTER AND PUBLISllER, 
J8, BOYSON ROAD, S.E. 

• 

D1g1t1zed by Goog e Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSI~J 



G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

m
e
m

b
e
r 

(I
n
d

ia
n
a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

2
-1

2
-1

2
 2

0
:0

9
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/w
u
.8

9
0

0
4

0
6

2
3

7
8

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le

I 
~ f· 

d. 

. ': 

! . . 

I ..._, 

' - . 

I 

~ 
t 

·. 

.. ' 

l I \ 
' \ 

\ ' 
!\ . ' 

' • I 

•' 

.. 

o19 t1zed by Goog e 

' 

:·!· .. 

.. ' 

f 
-\ -. i 

~ ' . . . • 

t ~ ~ ; 

l o I I I 

'I 

•• I -.f 

.. , 

.,. r) ~ . 
... -1 

{_. ' \ 

~ •t 
:. ' .. ... 

. I 

. .. 

Original from ~ 
UNIVERSITYOFWISCONSIN - es fiiiMIIIiiii!•J 



MODERN

SPIRITUALISM:

EXAMINATION AND EXPOSURE.

BY G. H. REDDALLS,

(AN â€œINFIDEL MEn1uM.â€•)

__Â°__.

â€œ If chamel-houses, and our graves, must send

Those that we bury, back, our monuments

Shall be the rnaws of kites.â€•

"â€˜1â€˜ '1â€œ lâ€œ i" â€˜Iâ€™ Iâ€˜ ~Iâ€˜ "I-

â€œ The times hâ€˜a..ve been,

That, when a manâ€™s brains were 6â€˜ut, the irian wfould die,

And there an end : but now, they rise aga..i.r.i.â€•

â€˜ -â€”â€˜1l{1;lzâ€˜6et/1.

GLENDO\â€™\â€˜ERâ€”-I can call up spirits from.1{heâ€˜ yasty deep.

HOâ€˜rSPURâ€”Well, so can I , "

.

â€”â€”,Kâ€˜zâ€˜ng â€œHen 13' I V.

Professional conjurors are utterly un'eble.l to produce any-

thing like the spiritual manitâ€˜e'stalions,â€˜ifâ€˜ subjected to the

conditions imposed on the Medium. .. Even the simple

phenomenaâ€”-theâ€˜simplest of allâ€”0f tableerapping can only

be produced with the aid of elaborate machinery.-â€”Dr. G.

SEXTON, Editor of the C/zr1.\â€˜lâ€˜i(lI.l Spiritualist.

ioi
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" If charnel-houses, and our graves, must send 
Those that we bury, back, our monuments 
Shall be the maws of kites." 

* * * * * * 
·· " The times, h~ve be.~n, 

That, wheh a man's brains were 6ut, the ·man \-.iould die, 
And there nn end : but now, they rise ag~i~." 

·.. ~M~t:betlz . 
....... 

GLEN DOWER-I can call up spirits ftom ... the· vasty deep. 
HOTSPUR-WelJ, so can I . ,_ ,_. 

-:Kt'ns _Hmry IV . 

. , 

* 

Professional conjurors are u~tehy unl!-ble - ~to produce any
thing like the spiritual mani~stations, · if ·subjected to the 
conditions imposed on the MediHm• ,. Even the simple 
phenomena-the 'simplest of all-of table•rapping can only 
be produced with the aid of eJa'borate machinery.-Dr. G. 
SEXTON, Editor of the Chnstiatf Spiritualist. 
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

.

EADING the history of the Witch mania that

aï¬‚licted Europe a few centuries ago, one could

hardly credit that mankind-â€”o1d and young, wise

and f0olishâ€”could be so misled by their prejudices

and imaginations, and by the superstitious teachings oi

a book which has been characterised by JOHN Sruuvr

MILL as only ï¬•tted for a barbarous age and a barbar-

ous people, were it not that we ï¬•nd its counterpart in

our own day. What has been called Modern Spirit-

ualism might more appropriately be designated Modern

Witchcraft, for it is simply a revival, under a somewhat

er superstition. The absurd

stories related by Modern Spiritualists are similar in

character to those that were at one time circulated by

the believers in witchcraft. The ancient Witch-

withered, ugly, and old-has been superseded by the

modern â€œmedium,â€• â€”â€œ fat, fair, and forty.â€• They

are both said to travel through the air, but the latter

dispenses with the broomstick which has always been

regarded as requisite to the aarial ï¬‚ights of her proto-

type. The Witches had their â€œSabbaths,â€• at which

they held their midnight revels with the â€œimps of

hell,â€• and mediums now follow the example thus set

them, and have their â€œdark seancuâ€• at â€˜which they

â€œ hold communion with the dead." It might be said

of mediums as it used to be said of Â¥Vitches â€œ they

love darkness rather than light, because their deeds

are evil."

It is a standing â€˜argument with Spiritualists that no

one can examine the claims of Spiritualism honestly

and without prejudice for even a few months without

being convinced of its truth. Those who presume to

criticise its claims are accused of prejudice and
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

l
EADING the history of the Witch mania that 
afflicted Europe a few centuries ago, one could 
hardly credit that mankind-old and young, wise 
and foolish-could be so misled by their prejudices 

and imaginations, and by the superstitious teacbmga of 
a book ~hich baa been characterised by Jo~)l STU.!RT 
MILL as only fitted for a barbarous age and a barbar
ous people, were it not that we find its counterpart in 
our own day. What has been called :Y:oderri Spirit
ualism might more appropriately be designated Modern 
'Vitchoraft, for it is simply a revival, under a. somewhat 
different form, of the older superstition. 'fhe .absurd 
stories related by Modern Spiritua.lists are similar in 
character to those that were at one time circulated by 
the believers in witchcraft. The ancien\ Wiroh
withered, ugly, and old-has been superseded · by the 
modem "medium,"-" fat, fair, and forty." They 
are both said to travel through the air, but the·.latt8r 
dispenaes with the broomstick whieh has ~lW&JS·been 
regarded as r~uisite to the amal fiighta of her proto
type. 'I'he W1iches had their "Sabbatha," at which 
they held tlieir midnight revels with the " imps of 
bell," and mediums now follow the example thUI' set 
them, and hu-e their '' dark uanc1• " at -which ·ihey 
"hold communion with the dead." It might be Aid 
of mediuws as it . uaed to be said of . Witches " they 
love darkness rather than light, becauae their deeds 
are eTil. t' J 

It is a standing ·argument with .Spiritualists that no 
one can examine the claims of Spiritualism honestly 
and without prejudice for even a few mouths without 
being oonvin~d of its truth. Those who pl'eiwu to 
criticise its claims are accused of preJudice and 
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4 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

ignorance, and of the unfairness resulting therefrom.

So far as I am concerned, at least, this argument pos-

sesses no force whatever. By the force of circumstances

I was thrown into the society of Spiritualists, conversed

with them, read their literature, and attended their

meetings regularly for about two years. N o one could

have given it a fairer examination. At the time I

commenced my inquiry I was a Christian, though

slightly heterodox and dissatisï¬•ed with the prevailing

modes of faith, and was in a state of mind most

favourable to the acceptance of Spiritualism if proof

of its truth had been forthcoming. N o proof, however,

was ever given me, and when I ceased to attend so-

called Spiritual uancex re ularly, I could sincerely de-

clare, as I do now, that t roughout my experience of

â€œ spiritual manifestations, â€• I have seen nothing which

might not be accounted for without appealing to the

Spiritual theory. My experience of â€œ Spiritualism "

only helped to destroy my faith in Christianity-for

Wl1lCl1 I am grateful-while it failed to convince me

that it had anything better to oï¬•er. I commenced my

investigation a Christianâ€”I closed it, an opponent of

all supernaturalism. .

To those who wish to know how credulous and su-

erstitious man can be, I would sayâ€” study Spiritualism.

ts history is one of self-delusion and wilful deception

â€”self-delusion on the part of the honest dupes of the

movement, and wilful deception practised by many

. who are living upon the simplicity of the credulous be-

lievers.

Modern Spiritualism may be said to date its origin

just a quarter of a century back. The ï¬•rst systematic

communication with the invisible world was opened in

the house of a Methodist, named Fox, at a little village

called Hydesville, on the outskirts of New York, in

1848. The Fox family soon became notorious, and

visitors thronged to the â€œhaunted house,â€• and as a

charge of one dollar for admission was made, there can

belittle doubt the occupants were materially as well

as spiritually beneï¬•ted. The mania for spirit-rapping

and table-turning rapidly spread throughout America

and extended to England, where, however, it receiveda

sudden check from the hands of the great electrician,

. <'.Â¢.sâ€˜_-,"
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4 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

ignorance! and of the unfairness resulting therefrom. 
So far as am concerned, at least, this argument pos
sesses no force whatever. By the force of circumstances
! was thrown into the society of Spiritualists, conversed 
with them, read their literature, and attended their 
meetings regularly for about two years. No one could 
have given it a .fairer examination. ~t the time I 
commenced my inquiry I was a Chri8tian, though 
slightly heterodox and disaatistied with the prevailing 
modes of faith, and was in a &tate of mind moet 
favourable to the acceptance of Spiritualism if proof 
of its truth had been forthcoming. No proof, however, 
waa ever given me, and when I ceased to attend so
called Spiritual 1eancu regularly, I could sincerely de
clare, aa I do now, that throughout my experience of 
"spiritual manifestations, "I have seen nothing which 
might J:!Ot be accounted for without appealing tn t h•~ 
Spiritual theory. 1\fy experience of "Spiritu.Jism" 
onl1 helped to destroy my faith in Christianity-for 
which I am grateful-while it failed to convince me 
that it bad anything better to offer. I commenced my 
investigation a Christian-! closed it, an opponent of 
allsupernaturaliam. . 

'l,o those who wish to know how credulous and su
perstitious man can be, I would say-study Sriritualiam. 
Its history ia one· of sell-delusion and wilfu deception 
-self-delusionl on the part of the honest dupes of the 
movement, ana wilful deception practised by many 
who are living upon the simplicity of the credulotlB be· 
lievera. 

Modern Spiritualism may be said to date ita origin 
jaat a quarter of a century back. 'l'he first systematic 
communication with the invisible world was opened in 
the house of a Methodist, named Fox, at a little village 
·called Hydesville, on the outak.irta of New York, in 
1848. 'l'he Fox family aoon became notorious, and 
visitors . thronged to the " haunted house," and as a 
eharge of one dollar for admission was made, there can 
be little doubt the occupants were materially as well 
aa spiritually benefited. The mania for spirit-rapping 
and table-twning rapidly spread throughout America 
and extended to England, where, however, it received a 
IQdden check from the banda of the ~t electri<;ian~ 

D1g1t1zed by Goog e 

• • ... , • ... ,. fiJ • 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSI~J 



MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 5

Professor FARADAY, who demonstrated that where wil-

ful deception was not practised the movements of the

tables were due to involuntary muscular action.

Thou h checked for a time the believers were not cou-

vinc . The spiritual h thesis was far more con-

enial to their minds t an the purely natural one.

Ihey increased in numbers in England and America,

and, in fact, extended their inï¬‚uence throughout

Europe. To-day we are told that the believers are

numbered in England by thousands while in America

they are numbered by millions.

â€˜i he rapid spread of a belief, however, is of no value

as evidence of its truth. The claims to acceptance of

no " ismâ€• can be judged by the number of its adherents.

If it were otherwise, the practice of idolatory would be

a duty, and the divine origin of Mormonism would

have to be admitted. What is wanted is proof of the

trnth_of that which is believed. History has furnished

so many proofs of the â€œ madness of crowdsâ€• that the

expression has become proverbial, and rational men de-

cline to follow in the wake of one without good reason.

Man is naturally a superstitious animal, but his

superstition is but the measure of his ignorance. Spirit-

ualists witness â€œmanifestationsâ€• the causes of which

they are unable to discern, and they at once ignorautly

ascribe them to â€œspirit power." As Gnome Hssar

Lswss has pointed out, Spiritualistic lo ic, by a com-

mon fallacy, " confounds the cause it oes not know

with an unknown cause.â€• Spiritualistic "facts,â€• as a

rule, are as unreliable as their syllo isms are fallacious.

Very few Spirituallsts appear to acinowledge that man

does not always see what he thinks he sees, that he is

apt to draw false inferences from appearances and

credit them as the evidence of his senses,--to take the

creation of his own imagination for real objective

existences.

With the S iritualist it is a settled question that after

having â€œsh ed oï¬• this mortal coilâ€• he still retains

consciousness, and can communicate with the friends he

has left behind. Withpretensions to scientiï¬•c knowledge

which they do not possess and an affectation of Free-

thought, Spiritnalists combine a dogmatic belief in the

most outrageous and mischievous superstitions.
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MObEllN SPIR.rtUAttSM. 5 

Professor FAMl>AY, who demonstra~d thJ't where wil
ful d~eption was not practi8ed the movements of ~e 
tables were due to involuntary muscular action. 
Though checked for a time the believers were not con
vinced. The spiritual hypothesis was far more con
§enial to their minda than the purely natural one. 
1hey increased in numbers in England and America, 
and, in fact, extended their influence throughout 
Europe. To-day we are told that the believers are 
numbered in England by thouaands while in America 
they are numbered by millions. 

'lhe rapid apread of a belief, however, is of no value 
aa eTidence of ita iruth. The claims to acceptance of 
no "ism" ·can be judged by the number of i~ adherents. 
H it were Otherwise1 the practice of idolatory would be 
a duty, and the ~1vine origin of :Mormonism would 
haTe to be admitted. What is wanted is ptoof of the 
truth. of ~hat which is believed. llietory has furnished 
so many proofs of the " madness of crowds " that the 
expression has become proyerbial, and rational men de
cline tA) follow in the wake of one without good reason. 
Han is naturally " superstitious animal, but his 
aupeniition is but ~he measure of his ignorance. Spirit
ualiata witneu " manifeetatio;na " the causes of w1lich 
they are unable to discern, and they at once ignorantly 
ucribe them to "spirit power." As GBOitG& HINJLY 
Lzwr.s haa pointed out, Spirituali8tie logic, by a com
mon fallacr, ''confounds the cauae it does not know 
with an unknown caliee.:' Spirituali4tie ''facta," a1 a 
rule, are as ureliable aa their ayUogisma are fallacious. 
V err few Spirituall!ta appear to ae.k.nowJedge that man 
doe• not always see \_Vb&t he thinks he aeea, th~' he is 
apt to draw f,.lse· inferences from appearances and 
eredit f.Pem as the evidence of hia aenaea,-to take the 
creation of hia own imagination for real objectiTe 
exiatencea. 

With theSpiritualiat it is a settled question that after 
having " shuffled oft this mortal coil " he still retains 
constioumea, and can communicate with the friends he 
has left behind. \Vith pretensions to scientific knowledge 
which they do not possess and an affectation of ~"'ree
thou~ht, Spiritualists combine a ~ogmati~ belief in tha 
moet outrageous and mischievous lluperatltions. 
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6 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

Nolhing appears to be too incredible for their acce -

tance. The miracles of Crnusr are scarcely to e

compared with the wonders of Spiritualism. The Four

Gospels are eclipsed by the papers published in the in-

terests of the new religion, The accounts of a table

dancing a polka or a ghostâ€˜ appearing in regimentals,

of a spirit coming downa chimney and blackening the

faces of the persons present or sitting to have its pho-

tograph taken, of the transportation of a medium a

distance of forty miles through the air or the appear-

aneeof the ghost of a water-bottle, are related with

the utmost seriousness in Spiritual periodicals. 'Acâ€˜- â€˜

cording to these publications spirits are not content .

thus to â€œrevisit the glimpses of the moon,â€• but they â€˜

interfere in worldly affairs in amanner which, if true,

would make one desire them to return whence they

came as speedily as possible. It inust be anythingâ€• â€˜

but consoling to believe that we are surrounded withâ€˜

innumerable mischievous sprites, who delight in

damaging our furniture, and who are only watching

an opportunity to run away with any little valuable

one may have in oncâ€˜s house, and convey it into the

possession of a medium. We read of this kind' of

thing being done, and the editor of the Medium

and Daybreak, the principal organ of the Spiritnalists

in England, admits that, though it is rather unfor-

tunate, many of the spirits will be so mischievous; â€˜ I ,

The Spiritual theory is as uninviting as it is unsatis-" "'

factory. One might easily be â€˜excused for preferring

annihilation to being ushered into a world ,the occupants

of which appear tohave no more elevatin employment â€˜

than knocking tables and chairs about, p ayin on ac-

cordians and tambourines. and talking hig ï¬‚own

rhodomontadeâ€”similar to Mrs. Cora L. V. Ta pan's

â€œinspirations â€•-â€”to those who are willing to pay or and

have patience to listen to it; and all this for the sole.

beneï¬•t of a few men and women in the â€œ spirit trade,â€•

who advertise regularly th eir â€œ places of business â€• where

strangers may â€œprove all things, and â€˜hold fast that

which is good,â€• on payment of from one shilling to

two guineas, or even more, the â€œ terms â€• â€œ donation,â€•

or â€œ fee,â€• as it is variously called, depending upon the

reputation of the medium.

...._..LJ

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

m
e
m

b
e
r 

(I
n
d

ia
n
a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

2
-1

2
-1

2
 2

0
:0

9
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/w
u
.8

9
0

0
4

0
6

2
3

7
8

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le

6 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
I I 

Nothing appears to be too incredible for their accep
tance. The mirMles of CHRIST are scarcely to be 
compared with the wonders of Spiritualism. The Four 
Gospels are eclipsed by the pa~er8 published in the in
terests of the new religion, '1 be accounts of a tabla 
dancing a polka or a ghost· appearing in regimentalS, 
of a spirit coming down· a chimney and blackening tlie 
faceR of the persons presei;tt or sitting to have its pho
tograph taken, of the transportation of a medium a 
distance of· forty miles thrgugh the nir or the appea-r
ance• of the ghost of a water-bottle, are r'elated with 
the utmost seriousness in Spiritual periodicals. · A:..c·- . 
cording to these publications spirits ar'e not content 
thus to "revisit the glimpses of the moon,, but they · , 
interfere in worldly affairs in a manner which, if true, 
would make one desire them to return whence they I. 

came as speedily as possible. It inust be anything " ·· 
but consoling io believe tlil\t we are su'ITounded with 
innumerable mischievous sprites, who delight in 
damaging our furniture, and who are only wa,ching 
an opportunity to run away with any little valuable 
one may have in one's house, and CQnvey it into' the 
poB!ession of a medium. We read of this· kind· of ·· 
thing being done, and the editor of the Medium 
and Day'break, the principal organ of the Spiritualists 
in England, admits that, though it is rather unfor-:- ., 
tunate, many of the spirits will be so mischievous.' '' . 

'fhe Spiritual theory is as unin'\"'iting as it is nnsatis- ' ·· 1 

factory. One might easily be ' excused for preferring 
annihilation to being ushered into a world1 the occupants ·• 
of which app·ear to have no' more elevating employment · 
than knocking tables and chairs about, playing on ac
cordians and tambourines, and talking hig-h flown 
rhodomontadt»-similar to ~Irs. Cota. L·. V. Tappan1s 
"inspirations "-to those who are witlin~ to pay (or and 
have patience to listen to it ; and all th1s fer the sole 
benefit of a few men and women in the "11pirit trade," 
whoad~rtiseregulilrly their" placesofbttslne88"'where 
strangers may '' prove all things, and 'hoJd fast that 
which is good," on payment of from 6nc shilling to 
two guineas, or even more, the " terms" '' donation," 
or " fee," as it is variously called, depending upon the 
reputation of the medium. . . 
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MODERN, SPIRITUALISM. 7

I do not charge all " spirit mediums " with being

guilty of intentional imposition. On the contrary I

have met with a few whom I believe to be thoroughly

honest. I believe these deceived themselves bx-:fOTB

they commenced to deceive others. Besides, the

phcnomenathey professedto have the power to pro-

duce, with the he p of the I irits in attendance upon

them, were of a comparative y simple character, and are

sasil y explainabls without accepting any supernatural

hypothesis. I have invariab y ound that those

mediums with whom I have come in contact who lay

claim to extraordinary powers, unexplainable by any

natural hypothesis, were persons who were least

worthy of credit. Their characters were either bad or

weak. 1 could give several instances of the dishonesty

of some mediums and the propensity for â€œ evolving

facts from their inner cunsaiousnass" possessed by

others. One medium, in Nottingham, through whom

some wonderful revelations were said to have beenâ€œ

given, was eventually charged at the Police Court

with robbing the widow lady with whom she resided,

and whom she had imposed upon with pretended com-

munications lrom her husband. Another case is that

of an apparently respectable oung lady who was at one

time a medium. She relate an account of a stance

which she had attended, and at which a small table

had danced about the room without human contact!

Perceiving that I appeared incredulous she assured me

it was true. Upon asking who were present besides

herself, the names of several gentlemen were given,

with one of which I was acquainted. I called upon him

a few days afterwards when 1 was informed that he was

iavourably disposed towards Spiritsalism, but llc

never in his lilc saw anything of the kind. lle had

never been present at a aeance at which a table had

moved without contact!

I am prepared to admit the ordinary manifestations

of table tilting and turning, and even the simplest

forms of trance â€œ mediumship,â€• but .-ll these kinds of

phenomena are cxplaiuahle without plunging into the

supernatural. Professor FABADAY years ago demon-

strated that the phenomena known us â€œ table turning â€•

was due to unconscious muscular action, and, where

Jâ€™?
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MOI)ERN, SPIR.I1t1ALtSM. 1 

I do not charge all " spirit medium! " with being 
guilty of intentional imposition. On the oontrary I 
have l}let with n. few whom I helieve to be thoroughly 
honest. I believe 'these deceived tbemsel ves ~fore 
tb£y commenced to deoeive others. Beaidee, the 
phenom~natbey prof~saed to have the power 'to pro
duce. with the help of the •plrita in attendance upon 
them, were of a compal"&t.ivvly simple eharacter, and are 
euil7 explainable without aeeepting any 111pematural 
h7~eeas. I have inftl'iably found 'bat · thoee 
nMMliuma with whom I have oome in contact who lay 
claim to extraordinary powen, unexplainable by any 
natural bypotheaia, were penons who were IM~t 
wortl•y of Credit. '11leir cbaraoten were either bad or 
weak. 1 could give aevenl instanoea ofthe dishonesty '' ~ 
of aome mediums and the propensity for " evolTfag 
facta from their Inner conK!io~meea" poaeesaed by • 
othen. One medium, In Nottingham, through whom 
aome wonderful reTelations were aaid to haTe been 
given, wa" eventuall1 charged at the Police Court 
with robbing the widow lady with whom she reeided, 
and whom abe had imposed upon with pretended com
munioation8 from her husband. Another c"&e ia that 

.. 

., 

or an appal'ently l'ft8pectable young lady who wa& at one 
time a medium. She related an Aooount of a •tance 
wJ.ich abe had attended, and at which a ~mall table 
had daooed about the room without human eoataet t 
Pttreeiying that I appeared incredulo111 ihe &Nored me 
it waa true. Upoa ukin,; who "'ere pre8ent be!lides 
hereelf, the ·names of eevttral t;tmtletUcm were gh·eu, 
with 'one of wbioh I w&t acqu•inted. I ealled upon him 
a few days afterflards when 1 waa informed that he waa 
tayoarably ·disposed wwarda Spiritaalism, but he 
Dever in Jiis life aaw· anything of the kind. He had 
never been present at a .1tance at which a table bad 
moved without oontact ! 

I am prepared to adroit the ordinary mahifeaUtiona 
of table tilting and turning, and 81'~D the eimple8t 
forms of trance "mediumsh1p," b:Jt ,,ll tlt.,se kinds of 
phenomena are explainable withortt plungiug iuto the 
aupernatural. Proft~sAOr FARADAY years •go demon
~ttr•ted that the 1•henomena kuo~!Ju u~ •• t11blt~ turning , 
was due t.o unoonecioua muscular autiou, •ud, wbtrt) 

• 1 

'· 
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I

s Monmui: "si>nu-rnA1.1sM.'"

the honesty of the "mediums" is beyond question,.

table-tilting.may be proved to be the result of the

same cause. Involuntary muscular action frequently

takes place in obedience to a dominant idea. This

fact is illustrated in the history of almost all those

epidemic religious delusions which have appeared and

are appearin in the world. The Convulsionaries,

Irvingites, ampere, Quakers, and Shakers, besides

S iritualists, might be cited as cases in pointâ€˜. .Under

tie inï¬‚uence of an idea,. men, women, and children

have thrown themselves into convulsions, have jumped

about until they have fallen down upon the ground

from sheer exhaustion, and have jsbbered a lot of

twsddle under the impression that they were talking

in unknown tongues.

That the communications urporting to come nlin

Ii

the splrltland are but a re ex' of the medium's own '

thoughts and desires, is practically admittel by

Bpiritualists, for they endeavour to account for the sim-

ilarity existing between the communications and the

knowledge and thoughts of the medium by the hypo-

thesis that like attracts likeâ€”that spirits are attracted

towards those in the ï¬‚esh having similar mental

characteristics to their own- an ingenious theory to

account' fer a suspicions fact. I once attended a seduce

in Birmingham, at which the medium was s Mrs. Dawns.

There were about eight persons present. The room was

darkened and we sat round the table. After a short

time the table be an to rock, and several questions

were asked and repli

and three knocks â€œ Yes." A â€œ spiritâ€• expressed its

wish to eommuuicste with one of the persons sitting at

the table. Several of the sitters asked if with them,

but a negative reply was given to each. 1 then asked,

â€œ Is it with me?â€• â€œ Yes.â€• â€œIs it my Grandmother

Tnorrrson ?â€• The table hesitated a moment, and then

,.,,p1iedâ€˜ â€˜â€˜ N03â€™ â€˜Â»1,.jc, Cousin Jorm â€˜Pâ€™ " Yes.â€• Have

you seen Grandmother Tnorsrsos and Cousin Ellen in

the spirit world.â€• â€œYes.â€• â€œHow many miles

from here is the place where you resided when in the

ï¬‚esh?â€• The table knocked out â€œSeven.â€• This con-

versation appears on the face of it clear and satisfactory,

but, unfortunately for the credit of the spirits, Gran ~

.1

'edto; one knock signifying â€œ No,â€• .

I
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the honesty of the " mediums" ie, beyond que~tion, . 
table-tilting . may be pro\'ed to be the , result of the 
aame cauee. lnTolun\ary ~ueoular action freqtnent.lr • 
takes place in obedience. to & dominant idea. .Tb11 
fact .ia iUuatrated in the hiatory ·of almos~ all thoae 
epidemio religious .deltlliop• which ha~e appeared and ,, 
are appearing in the world . . Th., ConvulaioDL&ries, ·. 
Iningiteft, J umpert,.· Qu.aken,. and Shaken, beaid~ 
Spiritua)iJts, might be cited 14 e.,at in ppjn~. .Under • I 

tfie influence of an idea, · meo~ woDJel), &Qd qh:Uclren 
haTe thro.,WJt .~hemelYee into oooYuleiq~f h~ve jJ~ped, 
about o•il they .)lave fallen down upoJl the g.rpund , 1, 

from ·llllfer . e:r.hauttion, and have jabbered a lot of 
twaddle under. tb" fmpreasion. th.at they Wefe U~l~ing 
in unbo"n tongues. • . . I • 

That tiJe communication& purpo.rting to come frC1111 ••• • . 
the aplrl$,l&Qd are }mt . a reftei of . the medium'•1 , 01!ft' · · .• 
tho11ght6 .and. d~irea, ia praetically admitte·i by 
8piritoaliat8, .for ~hey e~dea vour, to &CC01Jilt for th•& .tim
ilarity ~xia~ing be~,.-ee,a the ~mmnnications~~~-ithe 
knowledge and thought« of the InediuJA by t6e hJPO· 
thesia that like a~uacta 1ike-.,-tbat spitit,t are at.~r.&flted 
towarda t.hoae in the fleah haTing eimilar JJileDtal 
characterituea to their bwn-an ingeniou~ .theory. to 
account' fer a IU8picioua fact. I once a~nded a .Nf~JJCto 
in Bhmingham, at which the medium was alba. D)WDJ. 
There .were about ·eieht persons present. t The-rpo~n waa 
darkened and we sat round the table. After a •hon 
time the table began to rock, and sever~ questiqna 
were Mked and replied to ; one knock aignifJillg .,, N Q," 1 •. 
and l~ knocts u yea." A " spfit '! I exp:te.Sted. ite 
wish w eommpnieate with one of the ~· ~tt:~g. at , 
the table. . Set;eral of the si~~ ~ked it wi~h Ulem, . . . 
but a nd~tiv~ r.eply wu given to eacll. 1 tbe41 ~'"-edt . 
" Ie it wtth me ?" " Yea." " b it any Grandn:lto&her \ 
Tuow:r•o• ~" 'l'he table hesitatecL ~moment, rand theJ11 1 

replied, •• No." .. h.Jt Coueip.JOHN 1" "Yes." Have · , 
you seen ~andmotber 'l'RoXPSOl' and Cousin Ellan in 
the spirit world." '' Yea." " How many mile• 
from here is the place where you reaided when in .the 
ftesh ?" 'fhe table knock~ out '' Seven." This con
venation llppears o.u .the face Qf it cleu a.n4 ~a~~ 1 
but, unfortunately for the credit of the spiritS, ·Grand-
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MODERN SPIRIâ€™Iâ€˜UALlSM. 9

mother Tnonrsou and Cousins JOHN and Ennss were

purely mythical personages, and even Spiritualists could

not imagine the possibility of a spirit that never existed

replying to questions. It is evident that the medium

was led astray by my leading questions, and the replies

were in accordance with the ideas with which I pur-

posely impressed her. I â€˜

It is urged that the evidence of the many respectable

witnesses of â€œ spiritual phenomena " must have some

weight. In reply to this, I object to the value of any

testimony to the occurrence of phenomena opposed to

all that has been learned of the order of Nature and

the processes employed in carrying on her operations.

I do not say the testimony cannot be true. I only say

that to me it appears easier to believe that a man lies,

or has been deceived, than that what appears directly

opposed to experience of the facts of Nature should be

true. Something more than testimony is required, and

that is-demonstration. Again, in the more extraor-

dinary occurrences stated to have taken place a mani-

fest motive exists for deception. They principally take

place in the houses or in the presence of mediums who

ave a direct and pecuniary interest in keeping up the

delusion. Some idea of the value of " testimony â€• in

proving â€œspiritual phenomena â€• can be gained by the

fact that res ectable witnesses have testiï¬•ed to the

genuineness 0 manifestations, which have been admitted

to have been produced by trickery, as is abundantly

proved in the Appendix.

1t is, however, of the more remarkable phases of so-

called â€œspirit phenomena,â€• and the pretensions of

â€œphysical manifestation mediums â€• that I have to write.

It is persons like those who played upon the credulity

of Professor Csooass, who did his best to dignify

Spiritualism by attributing their trickery to â€œ psychic

force,â€• that I have to expose.

Nearly all the rincipal â€œ Spirit Mediumsâ€• have, at

one time or auot er, been exposed and denounced as

impostors. â€˜On one occasion, some months ago, at a

seance held in London, a Mr. VOLCKMAN threw his

arms round. the waist of what purported to be the

â€œ spirit â€• of â€œ Katey King," but which he suspected,

with very good reason, to be the â€œ medium,â€• Miss

rl

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

m
e
m

b
e
r 

(I
n
d

ia
n
a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

2
-1

2
-1

2
 2

0
:0

9
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/w
u
.8

9
0

0
4

0
6

2
3

7
8

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le

I f ' a t 

MOb~l{N SPlRITUALISM . . ' 9 

mother THOMPSON and Cousins JOHN and ELLEN were 
purely.mythic.al personages, '&nd even Spilitualiste could 
not imasi~e the poaaibility of a.Bpirit that nev;'e.r eJCi4tad 
replylug to questions. It is evident that the mediwn. 
was led astray by my leading ques\ions, and the replies 
were in accord~ulc~ with the ideas with •htoh · I pur
posel;,4upreMed her. 

It ia vged that the evidence of the many reepectable 
witnesses of " spiritual phenomena " mut have. .some 
wei~ht. In repl:f to thia, I • object to •he value of any' 
testimony to the occurrence- of phenomena opposed .to 
all that has been learned of the o~er of 1 Nature ~nd 
the processes employed in carrying on her operations. 
I do no' say the teatimony cannot be true..- I only say 
that to me it appean easier, to belieYe that a •man lies, ··: 
or has been deceived, than that- what appear& directly 
opp~ ~ experience of the faets of .Nature should ·be 
true. So~thing mo~ than testimony is reqt\ired, and 
that js-demf!lnstration.. Again, in the more extraor
dinaty occurrences. stated to have taken place a mani-
fest motive ·e~dats for deception. They principally take 
place in the houses or in the preaenee-of mediu'ma who 
have a direct and pecuniary interest in keeping up the 
delusion. Some idea of the value of " testimony '' in 
proTing ''spiritual phenoment " ,can be gained by the 
fact that respectable witneSSes have testified to the 
genuineness Of manifel'tations, which have been admitted 
to ~ve been produced by trickery, M ia abundantly 
prom in the Appendix. 

It i#f, however, of the more remarbble phases' of so- i 
called "apirit · phenomeu," and the pretensions of · • 
'' j>hyaical manifestation mediums" that I have to write.. • 
It is per80118like ~oae who played upon the credulitJ' 
of ProfeBBOr Oaoous, who did his best to dignify 
Spiritualiqm by atmbuting their trickery to •' psychic 
force,'~ that I have to ·expose. . 

Nearly all the principal ''Spirit Mediums" haTe, at 
one time or another, been exposed and denounced as 
impostors. ·On one occasion, some months ago, at a · · 
Beance held in London, a Mr. VoLCIOUN threw his 
arms round the waiat of·what purported to be the 
" spirit ." of "' Katey King,'' but which he snepected, · • 
with very good reason, to be the " medium," Miss 
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ro MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

Florence Cook. 'I'he â€œspiritâ€• instead of â€œ melting

into â€˜thin air,â€• as orthodox spirits are said to do,-â€˜â€”

scratched Mr. Vo1ckmanâ€™s face ! Mr. Volckinan was,

however, compelled to let the â€œ spiritâ€• have its libert ,

as he was at once violently assaulted by the Spiritua -

ists present, and the medium then made her escape.

Another â€œ lady medium," a Miss SHOWERS, was

detected some time ago by Seijeant COX with a white

head-dress on, witlrthe aid of which she was simulat-

ingi)a â€œ spirit form.â€• .

r. MONCK, another â€œ celebrated medium,â€• was

denounced some time ago as a trickster by Mr. Smmss,

a Spiritualist of Wolverhampton, with whom he had

becn staying. iâ€˜

At a seam'e at which the far-famed Mrs. GUPPY wan

present, Dr. Enxouns exposed an attempt at fraud. A

sheet of paper was pla,ced in a portfolio upon the table.

Just before commencing the seance it was proposed .

that the paper should be marked, and upon t e port-

folio being reopened for this purpose it was discovered

that what had seemed to be an ordinary sheet of

quarto' letter paper, was in reality three-quarters of a

twice-folded sheet, the third quarter being folded in-

wards, and conlaming an elaborately â€˜drawnï¬•gure of an

angel. If this had not been detected there can be little

doubt it would have been palmed oï¬• as a genuine

â€œs irit drawing.â€•

correspondent of the â€œ English Mechanic,â€• (April

10, 1874), says :â€”â€œ1n 1871 Mr. SPiL|.nu did actually

catch Mr. Home pushing a table, tilting up the legs of

his chair, &c., while Mr. CROOKES, poor credulons Mr.

Cnoonrs, sat by taking notes in the most childlike

faith that the dear spirits were active agents in the

production of the movements.â€• When Mr. HOME was

subjected to a strict test by scientiï¬•c men at Stf

Pctersburgh, the seanoe was a completeâ€™ failure, and

Mr. How; found himself â€œunableâ€• to give them I

another trial. '

Mr. and,Mrs. Ho1..\n,Js, who lately left London for

America, ha\e been exposed in that country by the

young woman whom they had engaged. to personate

the spirit of â€œKatey King,â€• and both Rosnur Dans

OWEN and Dr. SLADE, who had given their testimony
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to MOQ~RN ~t.I~ITUAL~Sl1< . ,. 
Florence Cook. The "spirit" instead of "meJtin~ 
into · thin ai'r," as orthodox spirits are said to do,
scratched Mr. Volckman's face! Mr. Volckm~tn 1Vas, 
however~ ·compelled to Jet the" spirit" have its liberty, 
as he was at once violently a888.1llted by the Spiritual
itsts present, and the meditrm then tnade her eeoape. 

Another: '' lady_ medium,"' 1 a MiBs SHOWERS, was 
detected some time ago by Setjeant Cox with a white 
head-dress on, witWthe 'aid -of which she was simulat
iJ;ag a '' spirit form." 

Dr. MoNCK, anotber "celel/rated medinm; ~ was 
denounced sof(ie time ago as a trickster by Mr. SIMKISS, 
a Spiritualist of Wolverhampton, with whom he had 
been staying. : 

At a 1eance at which the far-farned Mrs. GuPPY waR 
present, "Dr. EDMONDS expoBed an attempt at fraud. ' A 
sheet of paper was placed in a portfolio upon the table. 
Just before oommeucing the 8eance it was propoMd , 
that the paper "hoold be marked, and opon the · po'rt
folio ~being reopened for this t•urpose it was d~covered 
that what had seemed to be an ordinary sheet of 
quarto· letter paper, was in reality three-quarters of a 
twice-folded sheet, the third quarter being folded in
ward.,, ar~d co~&taaning art elaborately •drawn figure of an 
angel. If this had· not been detected there ean be Jittlo 
doubt it would have bean palmed off all a genuine 
"spirit drawing." · ·· 

A corn.ponde.nt of the "Euglieh Mechanic," (April 
10, 187,), :say&:--..." In 1871 Mr. SPit.r,Ell did actnally 
catch Mr. HOME pushing a table, tilting up the Jegs or 
hie chair, &c., while Mr. CaoGKES, poor credulou!l Mr. 
CnooKES, aat by taking notes in the most childlike 
faith -tliat the dear spirits were r.ctive agent. hi th'8 
production of the, movements." When Mr. HoME was 
subjected ' to- a strict test by scientific men at· St.' 
Petersbur-g)•, tbe seanoe was a complete' failure·, and 
Mr. HOllE found himself ''unable'' to give them 
auother trial. · 

Mr. and ,.Mrs. Hounts, who lately left Londoll' ·for 
America, ha' e been exposed in tltat country by the · 
young woman wllom they had engaged. to' personate 
the spirit of "Katey Ki1;1g," and both RoBEHT DAtE 

OwEN and Dr. SLADE, who had given their ttstimony 
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM., H 11

to the genuineness of the phenomena, ï¬•nd themselves

humiliated by the knowledge that they were deceived, â€™"â€˜ â€™

and are now doing their utmost to remed as much as

possible the evil which has been done. eDoctor has â€˜ "

bought from the publishers of his book on â€œ John and

Katie King â€• every volume on hand, some two or three

hundred dollarsâ€™ worth, and has ordered its publication

to be discontinued; â€˜â€˜

Mr. Helms, who, at the present time, gives seances

at the Spiritual Institution, was denounced two or

three ears ago, b a brother Spiritualist â€œ for lending

himseii to the pro notion of sham spirit photographs,â€•

his then partner in the â€œ spirit business â€• (Mr.

WILLIAMS), and a Mr. Hanson, (who styles himself a

spirit photo rapher), being also implicated in the im-

poslure. gems time alter this the 'following was

inserted in a leader in the llledium and Daybreak,

apparently written by its editor, Mr. J; BURNS :â€”â€œ We â€˜ â€˜

may, perha s, in this lace mention the fact that Mr.

IIERNE has ecu circu sting the report that the face of .

â€˜John King,â€˜ as exhibited at Mr.. WILLIAM8' seanccs,

is a fabrication, and that he assisted in the fraud while

he was in partnership with Mr. WILLIAML . . .

Recently we have had a series of special sittingsâ€˜ with

Mr. WlLLlAMs, that an artist might make asltetcli of

â€˜ John Kin â€™ in daylight for publication as an engraving

in Human ature. At the last seance Mrs. BURNS held

Mr. Wlnnnms through one of the doors of the cabinet

all the time â€˜ John Kingâ€™ manifested. When this was

told to Mr. HERNE he had the boldness to say that he

oouldsimulate such a manifestation himself. He tells

those who have leisure to listen to him that he Icnouvs

that the agents of all the mediums frequent a shop in

Houndsditch to purchase masks in which to simulate

spirit faces.â€• In the course of a two nightsâ€™ debate on

â€œ Spiritnalismâ€• I had with Mr. BURNS in Yorkshire, I

asked the question, How is it that Mr. HI'IRNE, after

this confession, is still allowed to carry on his aea/aces

at the Spiritual Institution in London? The only reply

I could obtain from Mr. BURNS was, that Hanna was a

â€œ pig-headed fellow,â€• and accustomed to take too much

to drink. He (Mr. Bonus) â€œnever said Hanna was a

discreditable person. It was Mr. Hsnua who called
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to the genuineness of the phenomena, find themselves 
humilfa.ted by the knowledge that they were deoeiv~, If• 

and ore now doing their utmost to temedy as much as 
possible the evU which has been d·one. The Doctor has · • · 
boug)lt from the publishers of his book on "John and " 
Katie King" every volume on hand, some two or three 
hundred dollars' worth, and has ordered its publication 
to be aisoontinn~d. . 

Mr. HERNE, who, at the present titrte, gtves seances 
at the Spiritual Institution, was denounced two or 
t~ree years ago, by a ~rother SP.iritu_a~ist " for lendin?, 
htmself to the prod'uctton df sham sptrit photo~aphR,' 
his ,thP.I\ partner in the "spirit ·~u~iness.' (1\b. 
WILLIAMS), and a Mr. Hui>soN, (who styles himself a 
spirit vhotographer), being also implicated in the im
posture. Some time after this the 'following was 
iuserted in a leader iu tlie Med~ttm anti Daybreak; 
apparently written by its editor, Mr. J; BURNS:-~' We 
may, perhap~ in this place mention the fact thilt 'Mr. 
HERNE has been circulating the report that the face of · 
'John King,' as exhibited at Mr., W~LIAM'S, seances, 
is a fabrication, and tl,at he assisted in thH fraud while 
he was in partnerehip wit~ Mr. WILLtAMI. • ! • . 
Rec~ntly we have had a series of special sittings• with 
Mr. WILLIA'Ms, that an artist might make ·a·•eketch of 
'John King' ih daylight for pu.lication as an engraving 
in Human Nature. At the last seance !Mrs. BURNS held 
Mr. WitLIAMs throngh one of ~he doors of the cabinet 
all the time 'J obn King' m·anifested. When thia was 
told to Mr. HERNE be bad the boldness to say that .he 
could·aimulate such a manifestation himself. He tells 
those wno have leisure to listen to him that ' he know• 
that the agents of all the mediums frequent a ·ghop in 
Houndsditch to purchase masks in wLich to simulate 
spirit faces." In· the 6our&e of a two night!~' debate ·on 
"Spiritualism" I had with Mr. BURNS in Yorkshite, I 
asked the·questhm," How is it that ·Mr. HERNE, after ·· 
this yonfession, is still allowed to carr.v on his sell/Mea 
at the Spiritual lnBtituti'on in London ? The only reply •. 
1 could obtain from Mr. BunNs was, that HERNE wa" a 
"pig-headed fellow," and accustomed to take too much 
to drink. He (Mr. BURKS) ''never said H.B•NE was a 
diBCreditable person. It was Mr. HDN.B who called 

1' 
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12 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

himself I. cheat and im ostor. He only quoted Mr.

Hsnmfs own words, an did not believe him, when he

said so. When s man was down he would not push

him down more, and he therefore allowed Mr, Hsmrs

to carry on his sewrwea under strict test oonditions."

This needs no comment on my part. I need only say

that Spiritualistsâ€™ "strict test conditions â€• serve the

purpose of preventing exposure far better than of pre-

venting imposture.

Messrs. Bssrrax and Tnmon, two other London

mediums, were ex osed a month or two ago, while

holding sea/noes in giolland. A light bein introduced

into the room by means of electricity, . Bssrnm

was detected holding the Guitar over the head of one

of the sitters. The following in enious if not ingenu-

ous, theory has been advanced y The Spiritualist to

explain this kind of exposure: â€œThe same rapid re-

treat of the hands which made the handle oiâ€˜ the in-

strument ï¬•y towards Mrs. Fay [another medium], has

. oftenâ€˜ been observed when deceitful persons, among

ostensibly friendly sitters, have struck lights at dsr

aeanees; on such occasions the instruments have been

seen ï¬‚ying towards-and sometimes actually within-the

outstretched hands of the mediums, much to their

chagrin, the materialised hands and the real hands being

drawn towards each other by the necessitated sudden

union of the two.â€• The Editor of the Medium says:

â€œ A light is suddenly introduced into a seance, and

ï¬•gures, of course. are for a moment seen holding the

instruments, but these ï¬•gures are much nearer to the

medium than they ought to be, or in fact they become

incorporated with him, and hence the unscientiï¬•c obser-

ver or novice at once blazes it abroad that the medium

was enacting the manifestations. Not so. The spirit-

ï¬•gure being in great part derived from the mediumâ€™):

body, must return to it again, and it is this process of

assimilation that causes the observer to suppose that

it is the medium himself. The whole is over in an in-

stant, and an idea of trickery having prepossessed the

mind of the sitter, he is convinced that he sees the

medium hold the instrument, and the shortness of the ,

time does not enable him to verifyhis observation,â€•
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him~&lf .a oheat 'and impostor. He only quoted Mr. 
HERN&'S O'\Vll words, and did not believe him, when he 
said ~. ·When a ~an wa8 down he would not push 
him down mo.re, and he therefore allowe4 .Mr •. HERNE 
to eany ~n his. aeaRCt;B u.o.der strict test conditione." 
This Jleeda no oomment on my part. I need .only eay 
that Spiritualists' ''strict test conditions" serve lh.e. 
purpoee of preventing exposure far better t\lan of pr~· 
venting impoBtnft'. 

Messn. BAS'tl~ and TAYLOR, two other London 
mediums, were exposed a month or tlwo ago, whi)e 
holding •Mncee ~ .Hollanq. A light being_ introduced 
into t~e room by m~ans of electricity, }{r. B.l8;I'IAN 
was de~e.d holding the Guitar over the head of one 1 
of the sitters. 'rhe following ingeploua if not 'Ingenu
ous, theory has been advanced by The Spiritual;.t to 
explail)' this. kind of exposurflt : '' The tame rapid re
treat.of the hands which made the handle of thflt in
strument fly towards M~ Fay [another medium], has 

, often1 been obse"ed when deceitful persons, among 
oste~tsihly friendly sitter8, have struek lights at dark 
1eancef .; op. . ~tuch occasions the instruments haTe been 
seen fl.ying t:Ow,ud~nd som·etimes actually within-the 
outatretct:t~ hands of, the mediums, much to theiJ' 
chagrin, the ma~rialised hands and the real hands being 
dralrll toward• each other by> th~ neceuitated sudden 
union of the two." The Kditor of th~ JfUium aaya : 
"A light . ~ suddenly introduced into a 1e~~' and 
figures, of course, are for a moment seen holding th9! 
instruments, but .theee figure«~ are much nearer to the 
medlum than they ought 4> be, or in fact they become 
incorpotated with him, and hence the UDiJCientific obset· .. 
ver or .novice at once blaue it abroad that the medium. 
was enacting the manifestf,tions. Not so. 'l'he a:piri,1-
figum <being in gre.at part derived from the meduliJl'.S 
bOdy, must return to it again, and it is this process of 
assimilation that causes the observer to suppose that 
it is the medium himself. 'l'he liVhole is over in an in
stant, and an idea of trickery haTing prepoMessed the 
mind of the sitter, ,he is convinced that ~e · aees the 
medium hold the instrumen~, and ~he shortnesa of t)le 
time does not enable him to Terify his obsenatlon." 
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 1;

In referring to a seams, the at which were

, Messrs. Eoureron and HAXBY, Mr. Burma, the editor

' :1

of the Medium and Daybreak, in the issue of that paper

for March 12, 1875, says: â€œ We have received a host

of letters on this sea/nee and a previous one held at the

same place. The general opinion is that not only

mismanagement but gross trickery on the part

of the I irit-face medium was too plainly apparent.

We thin it quite unnecessary to print the letters

pointing this out, as a trickster is too eontemptible

an object to warrant so much attention. The person

who would endeavour to simulate the spiritual

phenomena is below the level of a rogue. He is a fool

and s madmanâ€”not only so, but a moral suicide, and

stands condemned by his ownâ€˜acts, which generally

commit him at the ï¬•rst trial. We do not pass any

judgment in this case as we were not present, and the

phenomena under unfavourable conditions sometimes

take an anomalous form even when perfectly genuine.â€•

I should be inclined to admire the â€œ honest indignation â€•

of Mr. Bursa were it not for the fact, that he rather

inconsistently gives facilities to confessed cheats to

â€œ simulate the spiritual phenomena,â€• and impose ripen

the ublic, and encourages mediums to keep at eir

wor after they have been repeatedly.exposed. He

either does this with the intention of assisting impos-

ture, or he is so credulous that he would rather accept

the Spiritual hypothesis and believe a medium to he a

liar when he confesses to being s trickster, than he

would accept the confession and believe the .medium

to have repented of his imposture.

, 'Professor Caooxss has just been subjecting a Mrs.

,Ijâ€˜ar,, another medium, whoâ€˜ charges l0s. admission to

â€˜he; searwec, to a number of pseudo-scientiï¬•c tests, so

â€œQsparsnt in their character, and,oifering such facili-

", for trickery on the part of tintâ€˜ medium, that the

"â€˜ fess0r's credulity, in seoeptin the tests as satisfac-

â€˜Y fyie far mâ€™ore to â€˜bewondsred stihan that the "medium

should be able to â€˜ produce the phenomena she did. It

would take up too much space to describe Mr. Clo0KÂ£sâ€™s

so-called scientiï¬•c tests, ant?! will therefore only say

that either m elf or in ,â€˜â€˜. ellow medium,.'' Joint

Hnusssu. wo, ,u.ndâ€˜ e to pmducp.el:,pcï¬‚y similar

.,i.
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In referring to a ~. th13 m~uma at which were 
Melll'l. EoLnta11o~ &nd .H.L'ti,Y, Mr. BVRNS, the editor 
of the. Medium and JJay.breaiC, '111 'the issue of that paper 
for March 12, 1875, says: ''We have received a host 
of letters on this •ea;n.ce and a ~revious one held at the 
same place. The general opmion is that not only 
mismanagement but gross trickery on 'the pari 
of the 1pirit-face medium was too plainly appareni. 
We think it quite unnecessary to print. the letters 
pointing this out, &8 8 tricks~ is too Contemptible 
an object to warrant so much attention. The person 
who would endeavour to aim,ulate the spiritual 
phenomena is below the level of a rogue. He is a fool 
and a madman-not only so, bpt a moral suicide; and 

, stands condemned by hi• own ' acts, · which generally 
commit him at the first trial. We do not pass any 
judgment in thit case as we were not presen•, , an\1 the 
phenomeJ14. under unfavourable conditions som~timee 
take an anomalous form even when perfectly ~enuine." 
I shoUld be inclined to admire the "honest indtgnation " 
of Mr. BUllNs were it not for the fact, that he rather 
inconsis~tly gives facilities tO confeued cheats to 

· ' " siniulate the spiritual ph~omena," and impoae uj»on 
the public, and encourages m~uma to keep at their 
work after they, have been repeated1y · ~ied. He 
either does thU$ with the intention of ~ting impoa· 
ture, or 'be is so credulous that he woUld rather accep• 
the Sp4itual hypothesis and believe a medium to be a 
liar when he co~esses to being a trickster, thain he 
would accept the confession and believe the .medium 

, ·to have repented of his imj)O&ture. 
· · Profesad:f CnOOKIS baa just been subjeoting a Mra. 

F.t.~,- ~other medium, who' Cb&rgea lOs. admission to 
bet 1~, to' a nup1ber of' ~uao~'Bcientific testa, 80 
~t ID ~elr eharaeter, an<f ~tfering such faclli-

. t ' ~ lot .M~FJ: o~ t;he ~ ~~ ~~ m~wn, that tho 
r PrO~~r's pre'Ciulit;r. ip ~Pcting tlfe, teats as ea~ac

. torybl far moretb be wondered at thaD thJLt tlie "medium 
ahould be able to 'produce the phenqmena sh$ did. It 
would t&ke up too much space to describe Mr. Caoous's 

. so-called sci~ntific tests, J'nd. 'r will the!efore only say 
~hat either mP.eli en: m.)l ,''.fellow ~e<bumt Mr. JOH)l 

I I BUS81.LL wpwa, upd~~ tq prod~" ~~i similar 
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14 â€˜ MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

henomena, if laced under the same conditions as Mrs.

. AY is reporte in the Spiritualist to have been placed.

Personally I have heard little of the history of Mrs.

FAY, but the following extract from the Ziferlium and

Daybreak will show that her â€œ mediumship " like that

of all the other â€œphysical manifestation mediumsâ€•

that have been for any length of time before the public,

has been the subject of considerable sus icion, The

M. and D1 says;â€”â€œ'Iâ€˜,he genuiaeness 0 Mrs. FArâ€˜s

mediumship has been widely questioned-as. indeed,

has been the robity of every other medium-

more ï¬‚icularly ecause she emitted herself to be

advc â€˜ ed and exhibited in s owinan fashion. The

phenomena occur at her seancea with such pro-arranged

regularity, that â€˜many cannot escape the suspicion that

the experiments are a series of tricks, inscrutable

to the public, but capable of imitation by experts.

Others again boast that they can permit themselves to

be tied and then perform â€˜ all her tricks.â€™ At the pre-

sent moment.the showman who worked her sea.noes at

Hanover Square is imitating her manifestations by the

reproduction of the old advertisement and the exhibition

of a â€˜phenomenonâ€™ in the very unspiritual ï¬•gure of a

was My in. ï¬•ghts 1â€•

I will now give a brief account of the exposure in

Birmingham, in which Mr. JOHN RUSSELL and myself

were the prime movers. It is unnecessary to state the

whole of the particulars here. Suï¬‚ice it to say that

having been repeatedly assured b S iritnalists that it

was impossible to imitate the so-ca le spirit phenomena,

.we determined to test the matter for ourselves. We

â€˜gave seanoes twice a week for nearly three months. In

oonsequenoe of our knowp opposition to Spiritualism

Spiritualists came to the seanoes, ver suspicious of

trickery, but they went away convine that the mani-

festations were genuine spirit phenomena. Reports

were published by Spiritualists in their own papers, in

which the â€œ phenomenaâ€• were repeatedly declared to

be genuine. In these reports the public were told that

the .most extraordinary occurrences took place under

strict test conditions, that every means were taken to

prevent fraud, that â€œMr. Reddalls was courteous

and wished to give everything a fair trial," and that
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14 · t 'MODERN SPIRitUAtiSM. 

phenomena, if p~ unqer the same eonqitions aa Mrs. 
.. . FAY is reported-in ~he Spiritualilt to have been placed. 

Pel'SO.n.a.lly I have ' heard little of the history of Mrs. 
FAY, b~t the following extract from the Mtdium and 
Daybr~ak will show that her" mediumship '' like that 
of all the other " physical manifestation JVediu:ms " 
thAt have been for any length of time b

1
efore the p\lblic, 

1 
~ l?eeii' the subject of. co;nsiderable Bus pi cion 'The 
M. and n: says:-, ,, ~he genuiaeneas of Mrs. FAT'S 
mediumship has been widely questioned-as. indeed, 
has been the probity 'of every other !lledium
more pa~cularly because she permitted herself to be 
advertisea and exhibit~d in showman fashion. The 
phe~lOmena occur at her aeOtnees with su~h pre·arranged 
regularity, that )D&ny cannot ~aeape the suapicfon that 
the experiments ~e a series of ·tricks, inscrutable 
to the puhliq, but capable of imitation by expert.l. 
Others again boast that they can permit themselves to 
pe tied and then perform ' all her tricks.' A~ the pre. 
sent moment the showman who worked her sea~ea at 

. . Hanover f?q,u.are ~s imitating her manife~Jt&tions by the 
;reproductj.ori of t~e o1d advertisement and the exhibition 
of a '

1
phenomenon' in the very unspiritual figure of a 

youpg lady in. tights !" · · · · 
r will now ~ve a brief account of the exposure in 

Birmingham~ in which' Mr. JoHN RussELL and myself 
were the prim~ movers. It is unnecessary to state the 
wli.ole of the paiticula.-s here. Suffice it to say that 
haviqg been repeatedly assured by: S_piritmdists that it 
was impossible to imitate the so~called spirit phenomena, 
we determine<! to test the matter for oursel vee. We 

., gave seanoes twioo a week for ~early three months. In 
ooDSQqueriCQ 'of our ~nown opposition to Spiritu~lism 
Spiritualists ~e to the seancea, very suspicious or 
trickery, but tli~X went away convlnoed that the mani
festations were genuilie spirit phenomena. Reports 
were pub1is'hp4 by Spiri'tualists in thei~ own papers, in 
whio)i the '' phenomena, were repeatedly declared to 
be genuine. .In these reports tlie public were told that 
the ,most extraor~in~try occurrences took plac~ under 
strict test conditions, that every means were taken to 
prevt'!t 'traud, t~at "Mr. Reddalls was cour,teoua 

. arid wished t9 give everything a fair trial~" and th~t 

Drg•trzed by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 



â€˜>â€˜\Il

"â€˜iioniziu~: srfiziiiilinism. 15

â€œthe. circle was conducted by ;Messrs Reddalls and

Russell with all fairness and honesty, aï¬•ording to each

the fullest opportunity of investigating the phenomena.â€•

Four â€œ clairvoyants â€• have been present at â€œthe inï¬•del

mediumsâ€™ â€• seancea, and have declared the phenomena

to be genuine spirit manifestations, while the

Spiritnallsts declared that if there were trickery the

â€œseeing mediums" would detect it.

eredulity of man! The â€œ clairvoyants â€• did not detect

trickery, but stated they saw spirits producing the

phenomenal One Spiritualist oifered Â£5. to anyone

who could produce the same manifestations by tricker .

Throu hout the whole of these sea/nces both myse f

and RvsSELLâ€”the â€œinï¬•del mediumsâ€•â€”have de-

clined to give any opinion as to the cause of the he-

nomcns, invariably stating that the facts shoul be

judged by themselves, the audiences being advised to

impose conditions that would render it unnecessary to

trust to the word of an one. At last we made the an-

nouncement that the w ole of the manifestations had

been produced by trickery. To the amazement and

mortiï¬•cation of the Spiritualists we informed them

â€˜' . that they had been cruelly hoaxed, and that what they,

in their unsuspecting innocence, thought to be

Spiritualism, was merel Reddalls-and-Bussellism.

, Dr. Sexton, in his â€œS irit-mediums and Conjurors,â€•

published last year, aid down the proposition that

â€œProfessional conjurers are utterly unable to produce

anything like the spiritual manifestations, if subjected

to the conditions imposed on the medium,â€• and he

also made the additional statement, â€œ Even the simple

phsuomsnsâ€”the simplest of a1lâ€”-of table-rapping

can only be produced with the aid of elaborate

machiner ." We have proved in the most practical

manner. falsity of both assertions. We have, with-

out the aid. of elaborate mschiner , produced not

merely the table-rapping but every ind of so-called

spirit phenomena, and we have produced them under

conditions which Spiritualists admit professional

â€œ spirit mediumsâ€• never submit to, and yet our seances

have been successful. We even set apart one night a

week on which we submitted to any conditions the

audience chose to impose, athing which professional

Alas, for the â€˜
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~' the, Circle ·,..&s ~nducted by , Mesm:st Reddalls and 
Russell with all fairness and hon'est7, affording to each 
t.he fullest ?Pportunity o(investigating the phenomena." 
Four '' cla1rvoya.nts" haTe been present at" the infidel 

. . meqiuma' " teance1, and have declared the phenofnena 
to be fenuine spirit manifestations, while the 
Spiritual1ste declared that if there were trickery the 
"seeing mediums" would detect it. Alas, for the 
credulity of man I The "clairvoyants " did not detect 
trickery, but stated they saw spirits producing the 
pheno~ena ! One Spiritualist offered £6. to ·anyone 
whQ could, produce the same ma~ifestations by tricJCery. 
Throu&hout .the whole of these seanc~1 both myself 
and Mr. RussELL-the "infidel mediums "-have de
ollnid to give any opinion aa to the cause of the phe· 
pQmena1 inTaariably stating t.hat the facts s~oidd be 
judged by them-.elve11, the audiences bejng advised to 
impoee condition~ that would -render it )lnn~cessary to 
trust to the word of ~yone. At last we made the an-

., nouncement that the wpole of the manifestations had 
\cen produced .by trickery. To the amazement and 

, " morlificatioo ()f the Spiritualists we informed them 
that they h~ been cruelly hoaxed, and that what they, 
in their unauspeoting innocence, thought to be 

· SpiJitualismt was merel1. Reddalls·and-Russellism. 
. Dr. Sexto_n, 10 his "Spint-mediums and Conjumrs, '' 
publish~ . laat year, laid down the propoeitioo that 
''Professional cpnjurers are utterly unable to p~oduce 
&ll)'thiug like the ~J?iritual manifestation11t if au bjected 
to· the aooditiona l1Jlp<?se4 01i the m.edium." and he 
aliotmade· the additiQttAJ atatement. " Even the simple 
phaloanena.-r-th~ •hppl~t of all-of table-rapping 
'All wly be pJOCluoecl wit}:l; the aid, of elabOrate 
macbinertl;':' We )lave prove.d in the m011t practi* 
mannett Waity of beth aesertiqpa. Webave. with· 

· . · out the aid, of ela~OJ'&~ DULQhioery, produced not 
· 'i: aetely the table~.-app.ing but ev~~ kind of ao"'calJed 
:• apirit phenom8Jla, .and we have pa;oduced· them under 

dOnditions which Sp~fitu,WSts admit professional 
"apirit mediuaaa•" ·never submit to, and yet our seance• 

· ' have been eucc~-ful. We even set apart one ~i~ht a 
w:pe~ on which we _submitted tAl. any conditioP.f the 
audience ohose to impose,· a thing which professional 
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â€œspirit mediumsâ€• have never dared to do. The suc-

cess of this exposure may be judged from the fact that

many of the Spiritualists who attended the seances,

still decline to believe that the manifestations were

produced by trickery, still clinging to the belief that

they were genuine spirit phenomena. The exposure

was fatal to the pretensions of the clairvoyants, and in

. self-defence they refuse to admit that they have been

*â€˜ sold.â€• Birmingham Spiritualists â€œ know â€• that the

manifestations which took place in the presence of the

â€œinfidel mediums â€• were â€œ enuine spirit phenomena.â€•

and they â€œ could not possib y have been produced by

trickery.â€• Poor delu ed simple-minded mortals! how

the strain at a gnat and swallow a camel!

' t is urged by some Spiritualists, that, even granting

that the whole of the manifestations at our aemwes

were produced by trickery, that would .be no proof

that there was no genuine spirit phenomena. This

might be replied to by drawing attention to the

fact that the onus of proof lies on the shoulders of

those who maintain the existence of such phenomena,

and we have furnished conclusive proof that the mani-

festations hitherto relied on by Spiritualists to prove

their case can be produced by trickery. We have fur-

nished presumptive proof against the genuineness of all

so-called spirit phenomena. We have shown how

easily well-meaning men may be deceived, and conse-

quently how unreliable is human testimony on matters

of this kind. We have also directly exposed the

pretensions of those â€œ clairvoyants â€• who testiï¬•ed to the

enuineness of the phenomena produced at our aeÂ¢mc.es.

inother way in which Mr. RUSSILL and myself have in-

directly shown the folly of Spiritualism is by â€˜the fact

that we held our sewncas near] three months, two and

three times s week, and yet during the whole of that time

â€˜ not a single Spiritualist discovered one solitary trick.

Had Spiritualism been true is it credible to su pose

that t e Spiritnalists would not, by.the aid 0 the

spirits, have beemahle to ex our tricks ? Some of

t ie â€œprofessionalsâ€• in Lon on-â€”for mstance, Messrs.

, Hanna, WILLIAMS, BASTIAN, and TAYLOR--00l1l(l have

exposed a few of them without consultin the inhabi-

tants of â€œthe land beyond the river,â€• or they have

. .; Â¢-
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''.spirit ~ediume " have never dared to do... The mo-

• cess oftlli~ exposure may be judged from tlle fact that 
many: of the Spiritualists who attended the aecincet, 
atill decline to believe that the manifestations were 
producied by trickery, still clinging to the · belief that 
they were genuine spirit phenomena. The expo1ure 
was fatal to the pretensions of the clairvoyants, and in 

• 1 aelf-defen~ they refuse to admit that they have been 
''sold." Birmingham Sp1ritualit~ts ''know" that the 
manife1tations which toolt place in the presence of the 
"infidel mediums" were '' genu~e &P.int phenomena." 
and they" could not possibly ·have been produced by 
trickery." Poor deluded simple-minded· n;tortala! how 
they strain at a gnat and swallow a camel! · 
• It is urged by some' Spi'ritualiats, that, even granting 

that the whole of the manifestations at our 1ea.nce• 
were produced by trickery, that would ·bti no proof 
th~t there was no 'genuine Ppirit phenomena. 'This 
might be replied to by drawing attention to the 
fact thai the onu• of proof lies on the shouldQ& of 
those who maintain the existence of such phenomena, 
and we have furniahed oonclusive ~proof that the mani
festations bithertp relied on by Spiritualists to ·prove 
their case can be produced by trickery. We b&ve fut
nish~ presumptive proof againat~the genuinenelil8()f all 
ao-o~i1Jed spirit :phenomena. We have shown bow 
easily well-meanmg men may be deceived, and conse
quently how unreliable is human testimony. on matten 
Qf this kind. We have also directly expdaed the 
pretensions of those "-clainoyanta" who teatifi~d to the 

· genuinene18 of the :phenomena produced at our aeancee. 
Another way in wbtch Jlr. Buss.x.L and myaelfrhavo in
directlyahown the folly of Spiritu&li~ i••by ~e fact 
that ~ bela our IJCmMii nearl7 three montha1 two and 
three times a week; •nd yet dur1ng the wh918 of that time 
not a tingle Spiritualist dilcovered one '110lituy triok. 
Had 'Bpirituabllll been true is it· oredible to aup~ 
that the ·Spiritualists would not, ' by tile aid of the 

'•. 
apirits, have b6en-able to expoee our tridka ? . Sqme of 
the "professionals " in London--for inataric8, Meun. 

• HEP.NI, WILLI.Uts, BASTIAN, and '.fAYLOB-eould have 
exposed a few of them without consulting the iahabi
tants of "the land beyond the ·riter," for the)' have 
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praetised them often enough themselves. they did not

however; wish to spoil the trade! .. â€˜ . â€˜

It is said that â€œ Spigitualisrii is the only theory that

squares with all the facts.â€• Is this true? Supposing

it were true that the â€œfacts of Spiritâ€˜ualism â€• were

unexplainable by mundane causes, does the.

Spiritual theory explain anything? Supposing the

genuineness of all thefacts claimed by Spiritualists

.were granted, how can. they be explained by the.

Spiritual hypothesis? Is the suspension of a table in-

the air without any visible means of support any proof

that the attributes of manâ€™s brain exist after the brain

itself is destroyed? If such an occurrence ever took

place can the hypothesis of the existence of â€œ spiritual

bodiesâ€•â€”whatever they may be--explain it,? What

is a spiritual body, and how can it aifer" luauâ€˜rial

substances ? Can it be shown to be equal to 1.ii0 produc-

tion of the phenomenon cited? It is no answer to this

to say that it does do so, for that is the very point in

dispute. W'e are told, however,â€™ that intelligence is

manifested in the movements of the table. \Vell, what

then ? Would that be any proof that it was the intelli-

gence of a friend whom one knew to be dead? lfit

pointed to any conclusion at all it would be the utter ab-

, surdity that the table itself was intelligent, an I d that under

certain conditions, it could manifest its intelligence to

man! Iwill go even farther to test the value of the

Spiritual theory. Allowing for the moment that facts

occur proving the existence of intelligent beings not

cognisable by man in the ordinary manner, what

proof does the Spiritual theory afford that they are

what they represent themselves to be. It may be said

that they give proofs pf their identityâ€”that they com-

municate things only known to themselves when on.

earth. Granting even this, there is no evidence to

show that the same information could not be obtained

by other beings than ,man, ndinittirig tho possibility of

the existence of such beings. Sonic Christians admit

the appearance .of all the phenomena that can be claimed

by Spiritualists, but maintain it is thâ€œ work of evil

spirits, and this theory is quite as well, if not better,

supported by facts than that ordinarily put forward by

Spiritualists. It is urged against this Christian View
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Pl'1!-ctised them often enough themsclvm:!. the.y did not 
how.ever, wish to spoil the trade ! . 

It is s,aid tbq.t" Spixit!Jalism is the only theory that · 
squares with n.11 the facts." Is this tme? Supposing 
it were true that th~ "fact~> of Spiritualism " were 
unexplainab le by .p1unJane causes, does the 
Spiritual theory explain anything'? Supposing the 
genuineness of all t~e facts claimed by Spiritual 1sts 

. were granted, bow can, th~y be explaiued by the .. 
Spiritual hypothesis? Is the suspension of a table in· 
the air without any visible means of support uny proof 
that the attnbuto~ of man's brain exi:st aftt:r t he bra]n 
itself is destroyed? If suclt an occurreuce ever took 
place can the hypothesis of the existence of " Hpiritu;.l 
bodies ''-whatever they may be- explain it.? What 
is a spiritual body, and how can it aiiec ' 1.1aL•·rial 
substances? Can it be shown to be equal tu dW produc
tion of the phenome~ou cited'( It is no answer to tbis 
to say that it does do so, for that is the very point in 
dispute. We are told, however ,· that intelligence is 
manifested in the movements of the table. \Vell, what 
then? Would that be .any proof that it was the iutelli
gence of a friend whom one knew to bt deau? lf it 
pointed to any conclnsion at all it wuuld ue t.he utter ab
surdity that the table itself was intellige11t, a11d t hat Ullder 
certain conditions, it could manifest its intelligence to 
mau! I will go even farther to test the valt1e of the 
Spiritual theory. Allowing for the moment that facts 
occur proving the existence of intelligent beings not 
cognisable by man in the orrli nary manner, what 
proof does the ~piritual theory afford that they are 
what they represent themselves to he. It may be said 
that they give proofs pf t heir identit:v-that they com
municate things only kuown to themselves when on . 
earth. Granting even this, there is no e"idence to 
show that the same information could not. be obtained 
by other beings than .man, adm itiing tho possi hility of 
the existence of such beings. Sonv! Ch riRti ;mR admit 
the appearance .of all t.he phonomcn;1 t hat can be claimed 
by Spiritualists, but m aintain i t i t> til~· wurk of evil 
spirits, and this theory is q11ite aa wld l, if nut better, 
supported by facts than that urdinu.: ily put forwu.td by 
Spiritualists. It is urged againBt this Ulu-i;.;tian view 
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18 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. '

of the matter, that â€œa house divided against itself

cannot stand,â€•â€”that the fact that charity, morality,

and mercy, are inculcated through some mediums,

proves the intelligence cannot be evil. There is no

force in this argument, however, for the Devil would

not be half so clever as he is accredited with being if

he did nothing but evil, for he would soon get found

out. SHAKSPERE has told us â€œ the devil hath power to

assume a pleasing shape â€• that he may more eifectually

carry out his ends.

The Spiritual theory is unproved and unprovable,

and the information imparted through â€œ mediums â€• is

absurd, useless, and unreliable. For instance a

â€œ spirit face,â€• said to have been seen repeatedly at

sea/noes in London, is represented to be that of â€œ Katey

King,â€• who left this earth sphere for the other world

300 years ago. According to one witness â€œ Katey â€• is

a â€œ perfect type of the Eastern style of beauty," while

other authorities state that she has a â€œ broken nose â€•

and a â€œ out lip!â€• Imagine a ghost with abroken nose!

yet Spiritualists believe this, in spite of the repeated

exposures of Spiritual mediums.

Judged by its fruits, Spiritualism stands condemned.

It has nothing to offer worthy of acceptance. It fails

in its facts, and it fails in its theory. It originated in,

and has been ke t up by, imposture, self deception,

and credulity. lâ€™lâ€˜he communications purporting to

come from another world are generally trivial,

frequently misleading, and contain no information

which might not be obtained by â€˜other and better

means. The most fatal objection, however, to this

latest epidemic delusion is the effect it has upon those

who come under its inï¬‚uence. Dr. Enmunns, to whom

I have before referred, informs us that out of a com-

paratively small number of persons who were con-

spicuous as advocates, or â€œ mediums," during the

investigation made by the committee of the Dialectical

Society, one person had been the subject of well-marked

mental illness, and another had been conï¬•ned in a

lunatic asylum, and I have m self known two cases of

â€œmediums â€• who have been 1 riven into an asylum by

this Spiritual mania. I caunotgive better testimony

upon this point than that of a Spiritualist who writes

_._. -14-
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18 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. I 

of the matter, that ' ' a house divided against itself 
cannot stand,"-that the fact tlHl t charity, morality, 
and mercy, are inculcated thrt~ugh some medinmF, 
proves the intelligence 1 ann11t be evil. There is no 
forre in this a rgument, l10wever, for the Devil would 
not be half so clever as l1e is accredited with being if 
he did nothing but evil, for he would soon get found 
out. SuAKSPEHE has told us " th~~ devil hath power to 
assume ~ pleasing shape" that he may more effectually 
carry out his ends. 

The Spiritual theory is unproved and unprovable, 
and the information imparted through '' mediums" is 
absurd, useless, and unreli r..ble. For instance a 
"!Spirit fgce,11 said to have been seEn repeatedly at 
seances in London, is represented to be that of" Katey 
King," who left this earth .sphere for the other world 
300 years ago. According to one witness ' ' Katey "is 
a'' perfect type of the Eastern style of b~auty," while 
other authorities state that she has a "broken nose" 
and a "out lip!" Imagine a ghost with a broken nose I 
yet Spiritualists believe this, in spite of the repeated 
exposures of Spiritual mediums. 

Judged by its fruits, Spiritualism stands condemned. 
It has nothing to offer worthy of acceptance. It fails 
in its facts, and it fails in its theory. It originated in, 
and has been kept up by, imposture, self deception, 
and credulity. The communioationd purporting to 
come from another world are generally trivial, 
frequently misleading, and contain no information 
which might not be obtained by other and better 
means. 'l'he most fatal objection, however, to this 
latest epidemic delusion is the effect it has upon those 
who come under its influence. Dr. EDMUNDS, to whom 
I. have before referred, informs us that out of a com
paratively small number of persons who were con
spicuous as advocates, or "mediums,'' during the 
investigation made by the committee of the Di!ilectical 
Society, one person bad been the subject ef well-marked 
mental illnctls, and another had been confined in a 
lunatic agyJum, and I have myself known two cases of 
"mediums " who have been driven into an asylum by 
this Spiritual lllania. I cannot · give better testimony 
upon this point than that of a Spiritualist who writes 
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. â€˜ 19

as follows in the Medi/u'm : â€œ Evil disposed spirits are â€˜

continually plunging their mediumistic victims into all

sorts of troubles, including every species of crime, and

I believe our gaols and lunatic asylums are ï¬•lled with

such, and the swaggering drunkards of our streets are,

for the most part of this class,â€• â€™lhe same writer

observes : â€œPersons who live grossly, and derived

their chief enjoyment in the earth-life from the grati-

ï¬•cation of their bodily senses, seem to endure a large

amount of bodily suffering in the next state, and they

are generally driven by their cravings to seek out

media upon earth through whose bodies they can

continue to gratify the horrid passions which have

grown up in their nature. 1 truly believe that many

of our drunkards, gamblers, and even murderers, are

urged upon their reckless course by spirits in F'.s way,

merely to gratify in the persons of their victims the

vicious propensities or spiteful feelings they have ac-

quired.â€• â€˜lâ€˜his is a ï¬•tting set-off to the argument

derived from the conaolato power of the belief in

Spiritualism. What a conso ation ! It is not sufficient

that we have an army of scoundrels in this world, but

we must cope with a larger army in another, with the

additional consolation that â€œ an evil spirit is much less

dangerous in the body than out of it Iâ€• I remember

once reading a statement in the M edium and Daybreak

that there are insane spirits and lunatic asyluins in the

other world! Taking the reported doings of the

spirits into account the asylums would probably be well

ï¬•lled, though there must be a diï¬•ioulty in procuring sane

keepers. >

In conclusion I ask, what is the utility of Spiritualism?

What does it offer to man? Is it calculated to make

him wiser, better, and hafppier? The only thing that

can be urged in favour o it is that if true it proves

that the termination of this earthl life is not the end

of manâ€™s conscious existence. r. T. M. SIMPKISS, a

Spiritualist, in his evidence before the London Dia-

lectical Society, admitted that â€œ Beyond solving the

important question, â€˜ If a man die shall he live again? â€™ â€•

there is to him â€œlittle that is consistent or reliable in

what is revealed throuwh diï¬•erent mediums,â€• The

future existence of the Â§piritualist, however, is a very
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as follows in the MediA.tm : " Evil disposed spirits are 
continually plunging their mediumistic victims into all 
sorts of troubles, including every species of crime, and 
I believe our gaols and lunatic asylums are filled with 
such, and the swaggering drunkards of our streets are, 
for the most part of this class," 'l he same writer 
observes: "Persons who live grossly, and derived 
their chief enjoyment in the earth-life from the grati
fication of their bodily senses, seem to endure a large 
amount of bodily suffering in the next state, and they 
are generally driven by their cravings to seek out 
media upon earth through whose bodies they can 
continue to gratify the horrid passions which have 
grown up in their natura. 1 truly believe .that many 
of our drunkards, gamblers, and even murdererR, are 
urged upon their reckless course by spirits in t: .. ~ ,\·ay, 
merely to gratify in the persons of their victims the 
vicious propensities or spiteful feelings they have ac
quired." This is a fitting set-off to the ar~ument 
derived from the consolatory power of the belief in 
Spiritualism. What a consolation ! It is not sufficient 
that we have an army of scoundrels in this world, but 
we must cope with a larger army in another, with the 
additional consolation that'' an evil spirit is much less 
dangerous in the body than out of it!" I remember 
once reading a statement in the Mei/iJum and Daybreak 
that there are insane spirits and lunatic asylums in the 
other world I Taking the reported doings of the 
spirits into account the asylums would probably be well 
filled, though there must be a difficulty in procuring sane 
keepers. 

In conclusion I ask, what is the utility of Spiritualism? 
What does it offer to man ~ Is it calculated to make 
him wiser, better, and happier? 'l'he only thing that 
can be urged in favour of it is that if true it proves 
that the termination of this earthly life is not the end 
of man's conscious existence. Mr. T. M. SIMPKISS a 
Spiritualist, in his evidence before the I~ondon Dia
lectical Society, admitted that ''Beyond solving the 
important question, ' If a man die shall he live again?'" 
there is to him "little that is consistent or reliable in 
what is revealed throu crh different mediums," The 
fuiure existence of the §piritualist, however, is a very 
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20 MODERN SPIRITUALIS.M.

questionable good, as the accounts given of the occu-

pations of the denizens of the â€œspirit land â€• are the

reverse ofâ€˜ what intelligent men would desire. I have

no objection to another life providing it is an improve-

ment on the present one, but I decidedly object to a

worse. I do not want to go to a world where pick-

pockets still carry on their vocati ons, and where gam-

blers, drunkards, and murderers congregate, and work

their mischief without fear of the law or the prison.

W ith ])erHot agreennâ€˜nt with Professor HUXLEY, I can

â€˜ay that, "the only good that I can see in demonstra-

tion ofthe truth of â€˜Spiritualismâ€™ is to furnish an

additional argument against suicide. Better live a.

crossing-sweeper than die and be made to talk twad-

dle. by a â€˜ mediumâ€™ hired at a guinea a seance.â€•

.
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quer;;t{onable good,· as the accounts given of the occu
pations of the denizens of the "spirit land" are the 
teverse of '.\'.hat intelligent m~n would desire. I .have 
no objection to another life providing it is an improve-. 
ment on the present one, but I decidedly object to a 
worse. I do not want to go to a world where pick
pockets still carry on their vocation~, and where gam
blers, drunkards, and murderers cougregate, and work 
their mi:5ch ief without fear o( tb.e law or tb.e prison. 
Wit.L p~rft ·ct ngrcnm l"llt with Professor H uxLEY, I can 
n.y t ltat., · · the ouly good that I can see in demonstra

t iou of the truth of 1 Spiritualism' is to furnish an 
additional argument against suicide. Better live a 
crossing-sweeper than die and be made to talk twad
dle. by a' medium' hired at a guinea a seance.'' 
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APPENDIX.

GLENDOWER.â€”I can call up spirits from the vasty deep.

Horsrus.--Well, so can I

.

, â€”SIzake.s;Â¢ere.

Professional coujnrors are utterly unableto produce any-

thing like the spiritual manifestations, if subjected to the

conditions imposed on the Medium. Even the simple

phenomenaâ€”the simplest of a1lâ€”of table rapping can only

be produced with the aid of elaborate machinery.â€”DR. G.

SEXTON, Editor of the Clzristian Spiritualairt.

.

[The following extracts, besides giving a history of

the exposure of â€œ spirit-mediumship â€• by Messrs.

REDDALLS and RUSSELL, furnish ample proof

of the unreliability of human testimony as to the

genuineness of so-called spirit phenomena, and

conclusively disprove the idea that â€œ spirit

manifestations â€• cannot be produced by trickery

under the â€œstrict test (P) conditionsâ€• imposed

by Spiritualists.]

.

[From the Medium a/nd Daybreak, Dec. 25, 1874.]

To the Editor,-Dear Sir,--I read in the Medium of

December 11th,' 1874, that Mr. Reddalls, of Birming-

ham, challenges the Spiritualisls for discussion. I

think this must be a mistake, orelse Iam misinformed.

Was Mr. Reddalls refused the privilege of attending a

scam.cc at the Spiritual Institute, Birmingham, which

caused him and some of his Szvcular friends to form a

circle at their own room ; and is it true that they ob-
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A.PPENDIX. 

(iLENDOWER.-I can call up spirits from the vasty deep. 
HoTSPUR.-Well, so can 1--

Professional conjurors are utterly unable . to produce any
thing like the spiritual m:mifestations, if subjected to the 
conditions imposed on the Medium. Even the simple 
phenomena-the simplest of all-of table rapping can only 
be produced with the nid of elaborate machinery.-D:R.. G. 
SEXTON, Editor of the C~ristia~ Sjititual"t. 

[The following extracts, besides giving a history of 
the exposure of " spirit-mediumship " by Messrs. 
REDDALLS and RussELL, furnish ample proof 
of the unreliability of human testimony as to the 
genuineness of so-called spirit phenomena, and 
conclusively disprov~ the idea that " spirit 
manifestations " cannot be produced by trickery 
under the " strict test (?) conditions" imposed 
by Spiritualists.] 

[From the Medium a;nd Daybreak, Dec. 25, 1874.] 
To the Editor,-Dear Sir,- 1 read in the Medtium of 

December 11th, 1874, that Mr. Reddalls, of Birnilng
hatu, challenges the Spiritualists for discussion. I 
think this muHt be a mista~e, or else lam misinformed. 
Wfts Mr. Reildallii refused the -privilege t>f attending a 
1eance at the Spiritnal fnst.it.nt,., Birmingham, which 
caused him and some of -his R :!c~tlar friends to form a 
circle at their own room ; and is it true that they ob-
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' ualism, for as yet we do not know what it is.

.have received the following from Mr. Reddalls to insert

92 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

tained in the gaslight movement of the table with in-

telligent answers, and without contact with the table,

and they Were requested to put out the light, and on

doing so ï¬‚owers were brought and the direct voice of a

spirit heard and spoken to? If these statements are

true, what has Mr. Recldalls to discuss with Spiritualists,

unless it be another person of that name? I hope these

statements are true, and that they are continuing to

investigate, and that â€œLe soon shall see a statement in

the Mediwm of their investigation.â€”Yours respectfully,

â€˜ Inqurnne.

â€˜ I â€˜ï¬•llrlrr Perlzs, Birmingham, sent us a report written by

Mr. Russell, who is saidto be abrother tothe president

â€œof the Birmingliain Secular Club. This report gave an

account of extraordinary phenomena which took place

as indicated by our correspondent. Mr. Chamberlain

telegraphed to say that the report was a â€œcatch.â€• We

publish what we know about it, and leave the parties

to be dealt with by the publicâ€”-Ed. M.]

.

[Froin the Medium and Daybreak, Jan. 8, 1875.]

BIRMINGHAMâ€˜SECULARiSlI.â€”W8 do not call it Spirit~

We

as an advertisement:â€”â€œBirminghain.â€”-Sea/noes are

held every Sunday evening, after the lectures, at about

8.30 p.m., at the Secular Club, St. Ge0rgeâ€™s Hall. Ex-

traordinary phenomena take place, see Medium, Dec.

25. Admission 6d. each, to defray expenses.â€• We

insert it as â€œ newsâ€• but prefer being favoured with

some account of the proceedings before we advertise

the meetings.

.

[From the Medium a/ml Da/ybreak, Jan. 15, 1875.]

. To the Editor.â€”Dear Sir,â€”Last evening I went to

the Birmingham Secularistsâ€™ Institute, St. Georgeâ€™s

Hall, Upper Dean Street, and after the lecture was

ended, Mr. Reddalls announced that a sea/nee would be

held, and that in consequence of your refusing to insert

hisâ€˜communication as an advertisement, the charge

.5-J---Ea-. n ,_-.- --, â€˜

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

m
e
m

b
e
r 

(I
n
d

ia
n
a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

2
-1

2
-1

2
 2

0
:0

9
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/w
u
.8

9
0

0
4

0
6

2
3

7
8

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le

22 MODERN SPIRtTUALISM. 

tained in the gaslight movements of the table with in
telligent answers, and without contact with the table, 
and they were requested to put out the light, and on 
doing so flowers were brought and the dire.ct voice of a 
spirit heard and spoken to? If these statements are 
true, what has 1\1r. Redda.lls to discuss with Spiritualists, 
unless it be ano1her person of that name? I hope these 
statements are true, and that th~y are continuing to 
investi~ate, and that ~e so~n shall see a statement in 
the Mediwm oftheirinvesligation.-Yours respectfully, 
. · " . . lNQUJRR¥. 

[~Ir Perks, Birmingl1am, sent us a report_writtel:t by 
Mr. R~s~ell, who is s'a.id' to eo a brother to-the president 

·'of the Birmingham Secular Club. This report gave an 
account of extraordinary phenomena which took place 
as indicated by our correspondent. Mr. Chamberlain 
telegraphed to say that tllc report was a "catch." We 
publish what we know about it, and leave the parties 
to be dealt with by the public-Ed. M.] 

[From the Medium and Daybreak, Jan. 8, 1875.] 
Bui~IINGHAM 'SECULARISM.-We do not call it Spirit

ualism, for as yet we do not know what it is. We 
. have received the following from Mr. Reddalls to insert 
as an ad Vtll tisement :-" Birmingham.-Seancea are 
held every Sunday evening, after the lectures, at about 
8.30 p.m., at the Secular Club, St. George's Hall. Ex
traordinary phenomena take place, see Meditum, Dec. 
25. Admission 6d. each, to defray expenses." We 
insert it as " news" but prefer being favoured with 
some account of the proceedings before we advertise 
the meetings. 

[From the Med·i'lt?}t and DcvybTeak, Jan. 15, 1875.] 

To the Editor.-Dear Sir,-Last evening I went to 
t.he Birmingham Secularists' Institute, St. George's 
Hall, Upper Dean Street, and after the lecture was 
ended, 1\Ir. Reddalls announced that a seance would be 
held, acd that in consequence of your refusing to insert 
his communication as an advertisement, the char~ 
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. =3

would be 3d. instead of 6d. 1 attended at the stance,

and the following is a truthful account, as far as I can

remember.

There were present Mr. and Mrs. Reddalls, Mr. J.

Russell, and eight others, including myself. Mr. and

Mrs. Reddalls, J. Russell, inâ€˜)â€˜self, and four others sat

at the table with hands and feet in close contact with

each other, and the three others with hands joined and

placed on the shoulders of three of the sitters at the

table. Upon the table were placed two paper tubes, :i

small hand-bell, and a small tambourine. A gas pen-

dant was, with full light, over the table, which was an

ordinary round table, with pillar on three claws.

We hnimned the tune of â€œAnnie Lisle,â€• and pre-

sently the table began to move, and shortly afterwards

it kept up its movements without any contact at all

from any of us. Afterwards, the doors beingâ€˜ secured

and the room searched by several of those present, the

gas was then turned out, and Mr. Ru.â€˜sell asked if We

satin our proper places, and the answer was given to

each one by very distinct raps upon and under the

table. One of those at the outside asked iiâ€˜ he Wits

standing up, and the answer was a loud knock on the

â€˜seat behind him, which was ,t|â€˜ue. We then took up

the tune of â€œHome, Sweet lI?nne." I then heard the

Bound of the hell ; then it appeared to he suspended in

the air over the table, moving about, .an,l continuing

its timintabulations to the tune. Then the tubes and

tambourine were moved about upon the table. The

tambourine seemed ï¬‚outing ahour, and was Elâ€˜1lâ€˜lll.kullll

shaken, and kept up an accompaniimâ€˜nt to the tune also.

Then two hands, tangibly plump, and neither hotnorcold

stroked my face, whiskers.' and heard very ljrmly, yet

gently, several times, and I felt as though a substance

like a. body was between me and the C("l;lâ€˜r,. â€˜'|â€˜ the table.

Aftcrwartls the tube struck me on the for..hâ€˜ .151 and the

hands several times; then I felt as lllougll n "â€˜Li.ln, with

leaves and buds, was being (lruwu ncro.-s rz y face and

hands. I spoke out at these tinies, and ln.mu others say

they had ï¬‚)Â£pElâ€˜lâ‚¬llC':â€˜d similar things. The bell and

tambourine then fell upon the tube, and in answer to it

great number of very Vigorous Tu:/.~, llur vvn>

lighted, and then upon the table we fnnn'r zour or ï¬•ve
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wo~ld be 3d. instead of 6d. 1 attended at the s~ance, 
and the following is a truthful account, as far as I cau 
remember. 

There were present Mr. ancl Mrs. Reddalls, Mr. J. 
Russell, and eight others, including myself. Mr. and 
'Mrs. Reddalls, J. Ru::sell, m)"self, and four others sat 
at the table with hands and feet in close contact with 
each other, and the three others with hands joined and 
placed on the shoulders of three of the sitters at the 
table. Upon tbe table were placed two paper tubes, a 
small hand-bell, and a small tambourine. A gas pen
dant was, with full light, over the table, whieh was an 
ordinary round table, with pillar on three claws. 

'Ve hummed tho tunc of " Annie Lisle,'' and pre
sently the table began to mo"e, ond shortly afterward• 
it kept up its movements wjthout any contact 8t all 
from any of us. Afterwards, the door s being secured 
and the room searched by se\'eral of those present, the 
gas was ther\ turned out, and Mr. Hu~sell asked if we 
sat in our proper places, and the ~mswcr was given to 
each one by vet·y distinct rnp.s upon aud under the 
table. One of tl10se at the uutsiJe asked if he W<l ~' 
standing up, and the ans'n' r was a loutl knock on the 

-'Beat behind him, which w:JR true. \Ve t ht n took up. 
the tuue of "Rome, Sweet Home.' I thea heard the 
sound of the bell ; then it appeared to he su~pended in 
the air over the table, moving abont, .an.t continuing
its tiui.intabulations to the turw. Theu the tuues and 
tambourine. we-re moved about upou the table. The 
tambourine seemed Houting ahlllt, and was ,.trnt.k " ''d 
shaken, and kept np an accompaniint·nt to tl 1e tnne al~· ~ 
Then two hunds, tangibly plump, and neither b('tnorcold 
st~oked my face, whiskers, and l,ea.rd very t.1rruly, yet 
gently, Mveral times, and I fe 1t as thoug '1 a snbsrauce 
like a body was bt:tween me al1d the t.:C;' l i 11 ,. cof tile tal,le. 
Afterward~; the tube struck me ou t 1 , 1~ for.-1, · ;trl and the 
ha.ods several times; then I fPlt as t hou;;h :1 , t-.~n, with 
leaves and buds, wa.t\ bt~ing drawu acru:es r: y fact, autl 
ha.Hds. I spoke out at tlws~ t-iml's, uutlltt:a tu .,thers say 
th t::y had CApt:rien~ ... d sirni lnr thi11gs. ' lu~:- bell anct 
tuillbontine then fell upou tlte tab .e, aild iu <lUswer to a. 
gtt~a.t nuru b t-r of very vi go : ou~ r,, !'"• !l t v ~as wa:-. 

hgbted, aud theu upon tile t\lLl~ we ft11 .11•1 :our or ti:ve 
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24 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

stems of ivy, &c., and I recognised a stem of ivy, ;Witli

â€˜ leaves and buds, which, I feel su-re, produeedthemani-

festations upon me. Some phosphorescent oil was then

rubbed upon the tambourine, and the gas turned out.

Singing was resumed, and a hand was seen to talie up

the tambourine to one side the table as high as the heads

01â€˜ the sitters, and then it was thrown back again to the

centre of the table, causing a cloud of light; then

suddenly s rang up as high as our heads, and descended

upon Mr. ussellâ€™s knuckles, the phosphorescent â€˜oil

causing them to smart. Annmber of raps came, â€˜.a..nd

â€˜the gas was relighted, and so the seomce ended.

The circle was conducted by Messrs. Reddalls and

Russell with all fairness and honesty, and affording to

each of us the fullest opportunity of investigating the

phenomena.

I have stated the bare 'facts, us far as I remember

them, and I leave it to your own judgment as to your

publishing them. .

Hoping that something good and of an elevating

character may result from these seances, I remain yours

respectfully, H. MANN.

1, Lennon Street, Bi/rmingham, Jan. 11, 1875.

Pâ€˜.S.â€”-A strictly test slantce is to be held this evening

at Mr. Redrlallsâ€˜s house at half-past eight, and ascamce

next Sunday e\â€˜,6ning at half-past eight at the Hall.

[Our correspondent is a stranger to us, but we give

his letter that it may be supplemented by other writers

if necessa.ry.â€”Ed. M.]

.

[From the Medium and:Da,ybâ€˜reaJr, Jan. 22, 1875.]

Mr. Bnrns.â€”Dear Sir,â€”On Monday night, January

11, at 8.30, a strict test seance was held at the house of

Mr. Reddalls, there were eleven persons present. The

room was well searched, the doors were securely

fastened, and every precaution taken to prevent any

exterior help. Upon the table were placed asmall

beâ€˜ll, :i tambourine, and two paper tubes. We were

then fastened together by some stout string being tied

round each oneâ€™s wrist, which necessitated our rising
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24 MODERN SPIRITUALISl\1:. 

stems of ivy, &c., and I recognised a stem of ivy, with 
leave!i and LuJs, w llicb, I feel SU•re, produced the mani
festations upon me. S1Jmc phosphorescent oil was then 
rubbed upon Lhe t ambourine, and the gas tui·ncd out. 
Singing was resumed , and a hand was seeu to take up 
the tambourine t~> one side the table as high as the l}e~ds 
of the sitters, and then it was thrown back agaip to the 
centre of the taLle, causing a cloud of light ; 1t then 
suddenly sprang up as high as our heads, and descended 
upon Mr. Russell's knuckles, the phosphorescent oil 
causing them to smart. A number of raps came, and 
the gas 'vas relighted, <mel so the seance ended. '· · 

The circle was conducted by Mt•Bsrs. Reddalls and 
Russell witl1 all fu.irness and honesty, and affording to 
each of us the fullest oppurtm1ity of investigating the 
.phenomena. 

I bavo st{lted the bare facts, as far ae I remember 
them, and I leave it to your own judgment as to your 
publishing tl1ern. . 

Hoping th<Jt something good and of an elevating 
cl1m'a.cter may result from theee seances., I remain yours 
respectfully, H. MANN. 

1, LC?~nox Street, Birntingham, Jan. 11, 1875. 

P.S.-A strictly test sVamce is to be held this evening 
at Mr. ReddalJs's house at half-past eight, and a seance 
next Sunday ey~ning at half-past eight at the Hal]. 

[Our correspoudent iR a stranger to us, but we give 
his letter that it may be supplemented by other writtrs 
if necessa.ry .-Ed. M.] 

[From the Medium and;Daybreak, Jan. 22, 1875.] 
Mr. Dnrns.-Dear Sir,-On Monday night, January 

11, at 8.30, a strict test seance was htld at the house of 
Mr. llerldalls, there were eleven persons present. The 
room was well searched, the doors were securely 
fast ened, an(l rv('ry precaution taken to prevent any 
exteri or help. Upon the tal•le were placed a ::.mali 
lwll a tn.ml\nurine, ann two paper tuhes. We were 
th et; fastened together by some stout string being tied 
rouud each one's wrist , which necessitated our rising 
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lâ€˜M.QDERN 1 SPIRITUALISM. 2 5

, all together toâ€˜ put out the gas over the table, . for"ono

could not move withoutaifÃ©ctingthe others. We then

â€œsang, the .be1l,.ï¬‚0ated aboutthe room ringing; ' and the

,. tambourine also being vigorously beaten while in the

g' we were struck â€˜by. the .tubes, touched repeatedly

â€œby hands, one waepulled upjrdrn his seat>fbyâ€˜the nose,

;â€˜.a.nÂ¢1.his.1egs at thei same time were tightly 'pinched,

yeausing him toâ€˜cry out; â€˜one was struck on' the . baÃ©k

.,.very ,h.a(rd,' by, what 'sounded likehands, questions were

. asked and replied to by knocks on the tableâ€˜ and on the

,,ï¬•opr with .eorne hard substance, . and once '.a voioe

answered; â€œ N.o;â€• from the ceiling; then for some

seconds there,vyas.a .snapping\o.f a.ï¬•pgeruand thumb in

various }3a}rts'â€•dfâ€˜ the â€˜room neaâ€™r the ceiling. Other

manifestations occurred; aâ€˜nâ€˜dâ€˜the string having become

very tight,.we all. rose together, relighted gas and dis-

covered a ï¬•ne cocoa-nut onthe table which we divided

amongst us and ate, ï¬•nding it very good. 1

Last night (January 18), a seance was he1d..at the

same place, every one was well searched,' and every

means taken to prevent fraud, about twelve being pre-

sent. We sat round the table at a distance from it,

not .touohin it at all, with hands and feet joined

together. he gas being turned out, we sang, and the

table at once began an accompaniment tothe tune, the

bell and tambourine ï¬‚oated about playing: we were

touched with the tubes and tambourine, and with

hands, the table keeping up its movements â€˜round the

circle, a,number of knocks came. We lighted up

once again, and found the table:upside downâ€˜ in the

middle of the circle, one tube on the hands of one of

the sitters, the tambourine on Mr..â€˜ Reddallsâ€™ lap, the

bell by the side of the table on the ï¬‚oor, and the other

tube inside the table. All things being .put straight,

.we â€˜commenced.again, and â€˜heard the bellâ€œ andâ€˜tarn-

â€˜bouripeâ€˜ ï¬‚oating about and playing,â€˜â€œandâ€œ\someâ€˜hâ€˜ard

lsubstaneen'attling in the tambourine ; â€˜tdlÃ©ï¬‚ï¬•ï¬‚ sound as

of..â€˜nu..t.sj Q;â€˜Qppmg Qi1 thetable,â€˜ andâ€˜'up(ni lighting up

. , ,f9und.. some peppern1ints.had.been;broughtwhich

.\!i,Ip;;l,;0Â¢.gl<.})â€˜0s,sessi0n.0f.. enfterwerds, seatingourselves

â€˜again, â€˜yy.o turned out â€˜the gas.and oomnI.eâ€˜ueedâ€˜fâ€˜singing,

.whea .the .bB,l1. .was; taken â€˜up and sent to one Ã©brner â€œof

the r,oonu,~thÂ§ tambourine also was throwxroutside thÃ©

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

m
e
m

b
e
r 

(I
n
d

ia
n
a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

2
-1

2
-1

2
 2

0
:0

9
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/w
u
.8

9
0

0
4

0
6

2
3

7
8

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le

:~O:OER~ ~:SPIRITUALISM. ~s 

• aJ]. to.gether _t~-put ou.t the gas over the table, . for 'on.e 
9ould _not mo-ve. without·affecting the others~ We· then 

,_ ~g, t~e .belUlQ~ted ab6ut-the roQ~ ringing; · and··~be 
_. ~m.bourine also being vigorously beaten while in the 
r ~ ; · W..& were stru<;k •by~ the .tubes, touched, repeatedly 
~J~y )lau,~, one w~_puH.ed up ~rdm his sea.tby·thE! nose, 
~ --~~ his .legs at the'. same tiine were uglltly ·pin~h~d, 
t caus~ng hi'n} to:"Cry out; ·one was struc,k on the . ba~k 
. very Jl.~d, by_ wb(lt sounded lik~ ha.p.ds, questions ~te 
. asked. and replied tQ by knocks on the"" table- and on ~~e 
. floor with · <S9ID~ .h~P:d substance, _ and on,ce a V<?19e 

answe:red , '' N<f;'' from the ceiling ; then for some 
seconds th~re ~as a sna.p_{)ing,o{ a..tipg~,r"~p_d thumb in 
various ·vartg· cJ"f< t6e room near the ceiling. Other 
manifestations occurrea; a:n.<rUJe string having become 
very tight, . we ali rose together, relighted gas an<f ills
covered aiine cocoa-nut oltthe table wliioli we divided 
amongst us and ate, finding it very good. 

Last . .llight (January 18), a sea;nce was· held 1 at the 
• same place, every one wu.b well searched,- and. every 
mean·s tai,en to p:revent fraud, about twelve being pri!
sent. We sat round the table at a distance' from it, 
not touching it at all, with hands and feet joined 
together. Th~ g~s bemg turned out, we sang, and the 
table at once began an accompaniment to the tune, the 
bell and tambourine float~d about playing·; we were 
touched with the tubes and tambourine, and with 
l!ands, the table keeping up its movements round the 
cj.rcle, a number of knocks oame. We lighted up 
dnce again, and found the table r upside down in the 
middle of the circle, one tube on the handS of one of 
the sitters, the ~am bouripe on M·r · •Redddlls' lap~ 1itte 
bell by the side of tho t~bl_e ~n the floor, and tho other 
tub~ inside the table: Ail tpings._ _being .put str~ight, 
we ·cotnmenced a gam, and -heard the bell' and tarit
:bp1u~ip~ flo.~tipg :about and playing, , and :some'h'ard 
18.\!.\>~~ap..c~ttling in .the tambourine; then "'a sound as 
J?~n1~~9.n~'pping on the table; and upon Ugb'ting up 
-;:~~ J9und-~me peppern1iuts had been ·brought whieh 
:'!.~:to~~ p_o~~s~ion of.. -::.6\..fterwards,- seathtg- onrsel vts 
.aw.U.B;,. :'!o t~J.l}.~ .out the -gas and comm_enoed ... singing, 
-'f!l~~ t~e .b~n wasjt.aken -up and sent W one corner of 
\he ~~~rtl:w tambourine also ..was thr-own· outside the 
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as Monnim â€˜si>1iu'ruâ€˜A1.;sM.

circle, the tubes passing round striking us,>â€˜aud the

table commenced very violent movements round the

circle, andcausing great confusion and alarm ; andupon

1â€˜ hting u we found the table was gone from the midst

o the circ â€˜ , had beerrtaken over the heads of the sitters,

and was found turned upside down in a corner of the

room outside,â€˜tbeâ€˜.circle! In wonder and astonishment

. the proceedings ended, and I was requested to forward

this statement to you, as being a fair supplement to the

account given of a previous sea/nce by our fï¬•endMr.

Mann in your last issue, I remain, dear Sir, yours

faithfully, â€˜ CHARLES Gnu.

71, Perahm.e Road, B1â€™/rm1â€˜/ngha/m, Jan. 19, 1875.

.

[From the Medi/wm and Daybreak, an. 29, 1875.]

To the Editor.-â€”Dear Sir,â€”Let me advise our

readers not to be too elated with the reports that ave

been published in the Medium. May it not only be a

catch, so that they may laugh at the credulity of

Spiritualists ? With the aid of oonfederates I do not

see anything very wonderful. Ii the phenomena a/re

reduced by others than those in the circle or con-

ederates, I shall be well pleased. We are not in-

formed by the two writers whether they are Secnlarists

or Spiritualists. I cannot help thinkin that it would

have been more manly, supposing the phenomena to be

genuine, had Mr. Reddalls endorsed the reports sont.â€”-

Yours, &o., ON Tun Loox-OUT. Jan. 25.â€”[Mr. Gray,

our last correspondent, is a most reliable man, and he

endorses Mr. Mann. We second our correspondentâ€™s

warning to be on the 10015-out.â€”Ed. M.]

.

[From the Birmingham Morning News, Feb. 2, 1875.]

To the Editor.â€”Sir,â€”I beg permission to make a few

remarks on the letter of â€œ Quiz.â€• If he has attended

Houdinâ€™s dark seance he has seen that Houdin tiÃ©s

himself, and all that occurs after can. be accounted for

by his releasing his hands. He says that the phenomena

are the same as produced b the Davenport Brothers,

but there is this difference, e Davenport Brothers sub-

mltted to be tied by the audience. But if â€œQuiz â€• is

.
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cir6le, tli.e tubes ·passing round striking· tis~··md tbe 
table commenced very violent movements round the 
cirCle, and. causing great confusion and alarm ; ·aild..:up<>n 
lighting up we found the table was gone frotn the midst 
of the oirele, bad,beell'taken over the heads'{)filie sitters, 
. .and was found. turned upside down in a ~orner of the 
·room..QutaideJihe~circle! In wonder and astoniShment 

. ·~e proceedings ended, and I was requested 'to .forward 
this statement to•you, as being a fair eufiplenient to the 
account given of a. previous ..,etVnde by our friend 'Mr. 
MaBn in· yoar last issue, I remai!l, dear Sir, yours 
fftithfully, · CHARLES GRAT. 

71, Purahme Road,·Bilrmintghatm, Jan. 19, 1875. 

[From the Medium a;nd l)ayb'l'eak, ~an. 29, 1876.] 
To the Editor.-Dear Sir,-l;et me advise your 

readers not to be too elated with the reports that have 
been puhlished in the Medium. May it not onl1. be a 
catch, so that jthey may laugh at the creduhty of 
Spiritualists? With the aid of confederates I do not 
eee anything very wonderful. If the phenomena 011'8 
produced by others than those in the circle or eon
federates, I shall be. well pleased. We are not in
formed by the two writers whether thay are Secularists 
or Spiritualists. I cannot help thinking that it would 
have been more manly, suppoaing the phenomena to be 
genuin~, had Mr. Reddalls endorsed the reports sent.
Yours, &o., ON THB LaoK-OUT. Jan. 25.-[Mr. Gray, 
our last correspondent, is a mo~t reliable man, and he 
.endOTses Mr. Mann. We second our correspondent's 
warning to be on the look-out.-Ed. M.] 

• 

[From the Bin'mingham Morning Newa, Feb. 2, 1876.] 
To the Editor,--Sir,-1 beg permission to make a few 

remark& on the letter of ''Quiz." If be has attended 
Boudin's dark ~eance he has seen that Houdin ties 
himself, and all that occurs after can. be accounted for 
J>y his rel~ing his hands. He says that the phenomena 
are the .same as produced by the Davenport Brothers, 
but there ~ tpis difference, the Davenport Brothers sub
mitted to be ti~~ by the audience. -But if '~ Quiz" is 
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.MÂ°PElâ€œ" â€œÂ§P%RiT1Â¥â€˜~PÂ§Â¥. at

a.,r.1xiou.s to acquire information. on . the .subject of

â€˜spiritual pheâ€˜nÂ°0nienaâ€˜â€˜,â€˜â€™I would .recoâ€˜n1m.end him to attend

the .seaâ€˜mx:,eaâ€˜ held by the Secularists of this town. They

have been holding soda!/noes lately with the view,.Iâ€˜ nu -

pose, of examining the subject, and detectingft e

trick; but things have transpired that "have not a

little; surprised them. _Whi.,le sitting under strictest

conditions a table has been movedwithout hands, and

:carriâ€˜ed â€˜over the heads of, the circle. And they have, had

a cocoa-nut and peppermints thrown on the table by

invisible agency, accounts of which are given in the

last two numbers of the Mediu/m.â€”Yours respectfully

â€˜ Birmingham, Jan. 30,â€˜ 1875. Pnovn ALL Tamas.

.

[From the ma:/wm a/ml Da/ybraâ€˜ak,. Feb. 5, 1874.]

To the Editor.-â€”-Dear Sir,â€”Your correspondent in the

Med1â€˜/um of last week I think need not be afraid of the

genuineness of the phenomena at the Secularistâ€™s sea/nee

1n Birmingham. 1 may say that Mr. Mann is well

known as.aSpiritualist amongst many of us,' and his

statement; with Mr. Grayâ€™s, may be received with

conï¬•dence.

Last night I visited the circle of the Secularists, and

witnessed the phenomena, and declare them to be

genuine. I found Mr. Reddalls courteous, and wishing

to give everything a fair trial ; he alluded to the letter

in the Medium, and wished those who were Spiritualists

to take in charge every Secularist in the room by

sitting between them, and holding their hands, and

placing each others toes together, and give information

directly any person moved. This was the arrangement

carried out by the circle. The small tambourine was

at one time played at my feet with vigour andâ€˜in time.

It was . also played considerably above the head of

anyone in the room if he had been standing up (or so

it appeared by the sound) ; the bell was also ringing at

the same time. There seemed to be a' diï¬‚iculty in

keeping the power equal. This all Spiritualists can

partly account for with such a young circle and a con-

tinual change of sitters. The circle does not seem to

have any recognised medium as Spiritualists look for.

There were also answers to questions. given by a noise
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apxiQu.s to acqu\re inform~tion . ,~n ._ t!l~ . .;.s~P,jec,t- of 
·spiritual p'benbmena;'l woultt.recom~~d ~1m to attend 
"th~ ·seam;c_es lield by the Secularists of 'this town;. They 
htive been holding seances lately with the yiew, I.s,up
pq&e-, of -examining the subject, a~d . detecting · the 
.trick ; but things h'ave ' transpired th# have no.t a 
little,surp:rised t.h~m. · While ~ittip.g undt:.r fitrictest 
conditions a 'table has oeen moved without hands, and 

:.carried ·nv.er the ·heads of_ the ·circle. And they bav.e. had 
·a cocoa-nut and peppermints thrown -on tlie tab_le l>y 
imrisible -agency, accounts of which are given in the 
last two numb~ of the Mediwm.-¥ours respectfully 

llirmi~ha~, Jan;· 30; 1875. PROVE ALL THING& . . 

[From the. Metlilwm atnd Da;ybreak,· Feb. 5, 1874.) 
To th~ Editor . ..;_Dear Sir,-Your correspondent in the 

Medilum of last wee:K I think need not be afraid of · the 
~erimneness of the phenomena at the Secularist's seatnce 
In Birmingham. 1 may say.. that Mr. Mann is well 
kno~n as. a Spiritualist amongst many of us,- and. his 

.statement~ · with Mr. Gl'ay's, may be ~eceived with 
confidence. · 

Last night I visited the circle of the Seculari$~, and 
witnessed the phenomena, and declare them to be 
genuine. I found Mr. Reddalls courteous, and wishing 
to give everything a fair trial; he alluded to the letter 
in the Medium, and wished those who were Spidtualists 
to take in charge every Secularist in the room by 
sitting between them, and holding their bands, and 
placing each others toes together, and give information 
directly any person moved~ This was the arrangement 
carried out by the circle. The small tam'Qourine was 
at one time played at my feet with vigoUl' a,nd .in ti~e. 
It was also played considerably above the head of 
anyone in the room if he had been standing up (or so 
it appeared by the sound); the bell was also ringing at 
the same time. There seemed to be a· difficulty in 
keeping the power · equal. This all Spiritualists can 
P.artly account f.or with such a young c4'~le and a cou
tmual change of sitters. The circle does not seem to 
have any recognised medium as Spiritualists. look for. 
There were also answers to- questions givE;D by a noise 
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of a crackin sound,â€˜resembling the snap of lucifer

, match when ighting. This was tried to be accounted

â€˜forâ€˜by" some gentleman present as muscular action,

â€˜ saying persons could do this â€˜ by their muscles, and it

â€˜ was not a phenomenon of the kind looked for. This

â€˜. began a discussion, which was obliged to.be stopped

because it prcventedthe phenomena. proceeding.

My train being about due, I left the circle sitting,

â€˜ and what may have followed I do not know. ,I am of

a different opinion to your correspondent, and think it

la good job Mr. Reddalls has not furnished any state-

ment of the phenomena, as I supposehe and others of

his party are not satisï¬•ed it is spirit, , but I hope that

they will continue to go on with their investigation as

honest as I found them, and they must soon have

further proof for what their minds require.â€”Yours truly,

Wclscll, February 1, 1875. T. BLINKHORN.

.

The Bi/rmi/ngham Morning News for Monday, Feb.8,

' had the following in its â€œ Local Gossip â€• :â€”-

I have heard rather a funny thing in connection

with the Spiritualistic propaganda, in Birmingham.

Two lnï¬•del lecturers, who have been vainly trying to

put down Spiritualism by argument, have lately joined

together to hold seamces, and they have â€œ phenomena â€•

which, to use a vulgar expression â€œï¬•abbergast â€• the

Spiritualists. .A table ï¬‚oats about without visible

agency, instruments play, mysterious hands (the

â€˜â€œ mediums *â€™ being bound) strokethe faces of the sitters,

and fruit and ï¬‚owers are thrown into the circle. The

Inï¬•del .â€œ mediums â€• submit to more stringent conditions

as to â€˜light, inspection, &c., than ,Spiritualists are

accustomed to. The getters up of this farce do not

reveal how it is done, and meanwhile the Spiritualists

declareâ€˜ that the Inï¬•dels are powerful mediums malgre

â€˜â€˜euz. Which side will convert the other, I cannot ven-

ture to predict. I understand that the next move will

probably be an. oï¬•icial endorsement by a Spiritualist

committeeof the "medium â€• theory; after which we

shall see what we shall see.â€• â€˜ â€˜ â€˜ '
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. of a cracking sound, resembling the· snap of lucifer 

. match· when lighting. 'Ibis was tried to· be accounted 
·for· by som·e gentleman present as muscular ·action, 

~ saying persons could do this · by their muscles, and it 
·· '\\Tas·not a phenomenon of the kind looked for. This 
·. began a <liBcw;sion, which was obliged to · be stopped 
· because it prevented_ the phenomena proceeding. 

_ Mi train being about due, I left the circle ·sitting, 
. and what may have followed I do not know. I am of 
_a different opinion to your correspondent, and think it 
a· good job Mr·. Reddalls has not furnished any state
ment or the phenomena, as I suppo~~- h.e a:Q.d others of 
his party are· not satisfied it is spirit, . but I hope that 
they will continue to go on with their investigation as 
honest as I found them, and they must soon have 
further proof for what their minds require.-Yours truly, 

Walsall, February 1, l 875. T. BLINKHORN. 

The Bilrmingham MorningNewsfor Monday, Feb.8, 
had the following in its'' Local Gossip'':-

I have heard rather a funny thin~ in connection 
with the Sph~tualistic propaganda, m Birmingham. 
Two Infidel lecturers, who have been vainly trying to 
put down Spiritualism by argument, have lately joined 
together to· hold seances, and they have " phenomena " 
which, to use a vulgar expression "flabbergast '' the 
Spiritualists. · A table floats about without visible 
agency, instruments play, myster~ous hands (the 

·'"mediums~ being·bound) stroke·the faces of the sitters, 
and fruit and flowers are thrown into the circle. The 
Infidel·" mediums" submit to more stringent conditions 
as 'to 1light; inspection, &c., than ,Spiritualists are 
accustomed to. The gett~rs up of this farce Q.o no,t 
reveal how it is done, and mean.while the Spiritualists 
declare that the Infidels are powerful mediums malg're 
·euJ& . 'Which side will conve~t the other, I cannot ven
tm·e to predict. I understand that the n·ext move will 
probably l ie aii.' official · endorsement by a Spiritualist 
committe·e of the '' mediu~ " theory; _after which we 
shall see what we shall see." : · 
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[From the Birmingham Memihg News, Feb. 12, 1875.] '

Strange things are now taking lace in Secularist

circles in Birmingham .1 . Towards t e entl of last year .

Mr. G. H. Reddalls, Mr. John Russell, and other local

sceptics, anxious to investigate Spiritualism, applied ,

for permission to attend sea/nee: at the Spiritual

Institute, Suffolk Street. It seems, however, that '

their presence was not desired. They were informed, at

all events, that their request could not be complied with.

But Mr. Reddalls and his frien is were not the menâ€˜ to

be easily turned aside. Having heard so much of

Spiritualistic phenomena, they were resolved, as far as

they could, to satisfy themselves as to its â€˜genuineness

or the reverse. Of course they were encouraged in this

determination by the direct bearing of Spiritualism upon

the Inï¬•del opinions they entertained. They saw that

either Spiritualism or Secularism must be untrue, and,

as honest seekers after the truth, their minds were

fully made up to test Spiritualism for themselves.

About the beginning of December, therefore, they com-

menced to hold Seances for investigation in St. Geo:'geâ€™s

Hall, Dean Street, which, as our readers are aware, isâ€˜

the headquarters of Secularism in the Midland Coun-

ties. According to their own account, remarkable

things were witnessed almost from the ï¬•rst. Night

after night the manifestations increased in power,

variety, and marvellousness. The object of the sitters,

was, ï¬•rst of all, to collect facts, and then from these,

in course of time, and, after reï¬‚ection, to draw their

own conclusions. Reports spread as to the strange

events taking place in the Camp of Secularism, and

the number of investigators increased, until, at last,

in order to prosecute the enquiry under satisfactory

00nditi0ns, it was found necessary to make some charge

for admission. Threepence was the fee originall

imposed; but, so great was the curiosity awakene ,

that even this did not suï¬‚iciently restrict the number

of visitors. The price was next raised to one shilling,

at which sum it still remainsâ€”and yet there is quite

a run for tickets. Latterly, therefore, a public char-

. aeter has been given to these Secularist seances, which

are now two in number weekly, namely, on Thursday

and Sunday evenings at half-past eight; and, for con-
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[From the Birmingham Morning New1, Feb.12, 1875.] 
Stlange thin~ are ~ow taking place in Secularist 

circles in Binmngham. · Towards the en:l of last yenr 
Mr. G. H. Reddalls, Mr. John Rossell, and other local 
sceptics, anxious to investigate SpiritUAliSm, apl>lied . 
for permission to attend seam,ce1 at the SpQ1.tnal 
Institute, Suffolk Street. It seems, however, that 
their presence was not desired. They were informed, at 
all events, that their request could not be complied with. 
But Mr. Reddalls and his frienis were not th~ men to 
be easily turned aside. Having heard 80 much of 
Spiritualistic phenomena, they were resolved, as far as 
they could, to satisfy themselves as to its ·genuineness 
or the reverse. Of course they were encouraged in this 
determination by the direct bearing of Spiritualism upon 
the Infidel opinions they enter~ned. They saw that 
either Spiritualism or Secularism must be untrue, and, 
aa honest seekers after the truth, their minds were 
fully m~e up to test Spiritualism for themselves. 
About the beginning of December, therefore, they com
menced to hold Beamces for investigation in St. George's 
Hall, Dean Street, which, as our readers are aware, is· 
the headquarters of Secularism in the Midland Coun
ties. According to their own account, remarkable 
things were witnessed almost from the first. Night 
after night the manifestations increased in power, 
variety, and marvellousness. The object of the sitters, 
was, first of all, to collect facts, and then from these, 
in course of time, and, after reflection, to draw their 
own conclusions. Reports spread as to the strange 
events taking place in the Camp of Secularism, and 
the number of investigators increased, until, at last, 
in order to prosecute the enquiry under satisfactory 
conditions, it was found necessary to make sdme charge 
for admission. Threepence was the fee . originally 
imposed; but, 80 great was the curiosity awakened, 
that even this did not sufficiently restrict the number 
of visitors. The price was next raised to one shilling, 
at which sum it still remains-and yet there is quite 
a run for tickets. Latterly, therefore, a public char .. 
a.cter has been given to these Secularist seances, which 
are now two in number weekly, namely, on Thursday 
an4i Sunday t?Venings at half-past eight; and, for con .. 
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venience, the place oi meeting has been changed from

St. George's Hall to the house of Mr. Reddalls, 136,

Digbeth, who, it should be stated, is generally regarded

as the leading Seeularist in these parts. Mr. Reddalls,

indeed, is pretty well-known as editor of the Secular.

Chronicle, a weekly journal, established to promote .

free enquiry into social, political, and theologica.1.ques-

tions, and as a record of Freethought progress. He

carries on an extensive business as a printer at 136, Dig-

beth, and is generally a leader in all local movements

connected with freethought and questions s ecially

affecting the working classes. Having receive an in-

vitation to attend a seamce held last night, our reporter,

who was present, thus describes what occurred:â€”-The

company numbered ï¬•fteen, including myself, the meet-

ing took place in a room behind Mr. Reddal1sâ€™s shop.

The two mediums were Mr. Reddalls and Mr. Russell.

I was told, upon enquiry, that four of the gentlemen

prresentwere Spiritualists, the others being unbelievers.

he only lady ii1 the room was a young niece of Mr.

Reddalls. The mediums stated, in answer to a question,

that they would cheerfully submit to any test which

might be imposed. The doors, which open outwards,

were securely fastened, the handles being tied with ropes

to the legs of the tables in the room. Every person

present was searched, and I, like the others, had to

turn out the varied contents of my pockets. The sit- '

tern, forming themselves into a circle round a plain

deal table, were next tied to one another. The right

wrist of one person, and the left wrist of the sitter next

him were tlilghtly joined together by means of a slrin , â€˜

and so on round the room until it was impossib

for Mr. Reddalls, Mr. Russell, or anyone else to do any-

thin with his hands without the person next him being

pai ull aware of the fact. Each sitter was further

require to let his legs and feet touch those of the per-

son next him, so that any movement on their part might

be. detected. All this having been done, a unanimous

opinion was expressed that no other precaution could be

adopted against the practice of fraud. A general move-

ment among the sitters was necessary-so closely were

they bound toget,herâ€”before,, one of the company could

reach the gas to turn it out. That diï¬•icult operation
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venie~ce, the place of meeting has been changed from 
St. George's Hall to the house of Mr. Reddalls, 136., 
Dig beth, who, it should be state4, is generally regarded 
as the leading Secularist in these parts. Mr. Reddalls, 
indeed, is pretty well· known as editor of the Secular. 
Chronicler' a weekly journa1, established to promote 
free enquiry into social, political, and theological ques. 
tiona, and as a record of Freethought progress. He 
carries on an e-xtensive business as a printer at 186, Dig
beth, and is. generally a leader in all local movements 
connecte. d with fteethought and <JUestions specially 
affecting the working classes. Having received an in
vitation to attend a Beance held last night, our reporter, 
w~o was present, thus describes what occurred:-The 
compa:ay numbered fifteen, including myself, the meet
ing took place in a room behind Mr. Reddalls's shop. 
The two mediums were Mr. Reddalls and Mr. Russell. 
I was told, upon enquiry, that four of the gentlemen 
present. we~e Spiritualists, the others being unbelievers~ 
The only lady m the room was a young niece of Mr. 
Reddalls. The mediums stated, in answer to a question, 
that they would cheerfully submit to any test which 
might be imposed. The doors, which open outwards, 
wel'c securely fastened, the handles ~ing tied with ropes 
to the legs of the tables in the room. Every person 
present was searched, and I, like t)10 others,. had to · 
turn out the variep conten~ of my pockets. The ·sit- -
tera, formh:~g themselves into a circl-J round a plain· 
deal ta.ble, were next tied to one another. The right -
Wl!iat of one person, and the left wrist of the sitter next 
him were tightly joined together by means of a string, 
and ao on all round the room until it was impossible 
for Mr. ,Reddalls, Mr. Russell, or anyone else to do any
thing with his hands without the person next him being 
painfqlJy aware .of the fact. Each sitter was furth~r 
required to let ~legs al\d feet touch those of the per~ . · 
son nerl him, so ihat any movement on th~lr part mtght ·. 
be. detected. All this ha.ving been done, a unanimous. 
opinion was expressed that n9 other precaution could be 
adopted against the practice of fraud. A general move
m~t among the sitters was l}eQessary-so closely w.ere 
the..l\ b9und to~~~er-bef9:r.8J 9.ne of the CQmp~y, c®l(i 
reach ·the gas to turn it out. That difficult operation 
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having been performed, however, Mr. Russell asked us

to sing something as a means of bringing those present

into a state of harmony. Such songs as â€œ Home, Sweet

Home,â€• â€œ Annie Lisle,â€• â€œJohn Brown,â€• â€œ Rule

Brittania,â€• and " Beautiful Star â€• were sung at intervals.

Hardly had the singing commenced when a small hand-

bell, previously lying on the table, began to jingle as

it seemed to be ï¬‚oating throu h the air, high over our

heads. Several of us, m se amongst the number,

were struck about the sho ders, hands and face, ap-

parently by paper speaking tubes, which also occupied

a place on the table at the tlme the light was extinguish-

ed, and immediatel afterwards, what fe1tâ€”and event-

ually was seenâ€”t0 e an egg was gently ressed into m

left hau d. Another gentleman was equal y fortunate.

triangle was lifted from thetable and went ï¬‚oating about

beating time to our sin â€˜ng, which I must confess, was

far from ï¬•rst-class. T e table seemed to be upset, fall-

ing heavily on the ï¬‚oor ; but when the gas was relighted

a ew minutes later, it was found that the table had in

the meantime been got on to its legs again. Having

examined and explained what had taken place as best

we could, the circle was re-formed, and once more we

wentto work, as before, in the dark. The phenomena

that followed turned out to be more wonderful still.

Although the sitters were no longer tied, the conditions

appeared to constitute satisfactory safeguards against

treachery and trickery. Yet three more eggs were

slipped into gentlemanâ€™s hands--another coming â€˜my

wayâ€”a.n equal number were presented with oranges;

the triangle and bell were used as before; a ooncertiua

was wrenched from the hands of one of the company,

and, while bein played, went ï¬‚oating over our heads;

cold hands ton ed our faces again and again; and one

hand was so unkind as to give me several pretty severe

pinches on both legs. While this was oing on, heavy

and rapid rappings were heard on Mr. ussellâ€™s chair,

and the power answered severalzquerieslevidently to the

satisfaction of the questioners. The proceedings lasted

about one hour and a-half, and it is onl right to add

that, although I have attended many won erful aeancea,

I never was present at any, taking all the circumstances

into account, more remarkable than that of last night.
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having been performed, 'however, Mr. Russell asked us 
to sing something as a means of bringing those-present 
in-to a state of harmony. Such songs as "Home, Sweet 
Home," ''Annie Lisle," "John Brown,'' "Rule 
Brittania," and '" Beautiful Star" were sung at inte"als. 
Hardly bad the singing commenced when a small hand
bell, previously lyin~ on the table, began to jingle as 
it seemed to be floatmg through the air, high over our 
heads. Several of us, myself amongst the number, 
were atmck about the shoulders, hands and face, al>
parently by paper speakin~ tubes, which also eccupied 
a place on the table at the time the light was extinguish
ed, and immediately afterwards, what felt-and event
ually was seen-to be an egg was gently pressed into my 
left hand. Another gentleman was equally fortunate~ A 
triangle was lifted from the table and went floating abou• 
beating time to our singing, which I must confess, waa 
far from first-class. The table seemed to be upset, fall
ing heavily on the floor ; but when the gas was relighted 
a few minutes later, it was found that the table ha~ in 
the meantime been ~ot on to its legs again. Having 
examined and explained what had taken place as best 
we could, the circle was re-formed, and once more we 
went to work, as before, brthe dark. The pbenomena 
that: followed ttlnled out to . be more ~Wonderful still . 
.Although the sitters were no longer tied, the conditions 
appeared to constitute satisfactorj' safeguards against 
treacher;r and trickery. Yet three more eg~s wete 
slipped mto gentleman's hands-ano;thtlr commg ~y 
way~ equal number were presented with orange-.; 
lhe triangle and bell were used 81 befQre ; a concertina 
waa wrenched from the hands of one of the company, 
and. while being play~,- went floating over pur heads ; 
oold banda tcn~olled olti- faces again and again ; and one 
hand was ao uilkiud 81 to g_ive me BeTeral pretty severe 
pinohea oa both legs. While this was going on, heavy 
and rapid rappings were heard on Mr. Rusaell's chair, 
and the t»>wer an$wered several:queriesJevidently to the 
satisfaction of the questioners. The proceedings lasted 
about one hour and a-half, and it is only right to add 
thr:.t, although I have attended many wonderful seance•, 
I never was present at any, taking all the circumstances 
into'·aocount, more dnwt•ble th&n that of laat night. 
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,(From the Medium wnd Daybreak, Feb. 1,2, 187.,5,)

Messrs. Reddalls and Itussell have been to Netting-,

ham giving seances to the Secularists and having|'suc-

cessfurl phenomena. Messrs â€˜. Peck and, Sadler. â€˜are ..â€˜

expected. to visit Nottingham inMarch., The.Seeu1arist;}

mediums are causing quite a commotion amongst .theirâ€˜."

materialistic brethren. . ,. . ,â€˜ ., Iâ€˜nu â€˜n; ,iL;J

â€˜ u 2|

-(â€˜From the Media/ru and Feb. 12, 1875.) Ml

TnEâ€˜B1RMINGnAM Ssoonnmsrsâ€™ â€œ Pâ€˜1nsN0nsnA.â€•-â€™â€”Mr. I

Perks writes to say that he has visited the sitti.ngs,, and â€˜

admires the fairness of Mr. Reddalls and Mr. Russell, â€˜

the mediums. . . . .. . Olirâ€˜.C0riâ€˜8Sf \

pendent, â€œ On the Look-out," writes again, in the .

course of which he remarks, â€œAfter so long ridiculing ,1

the phenomena, and holding the theory that they wore,

more of a subjective than objective nature, it docs not

appear to me too great a favour to have expected Mrl ,

Reddalls to have admitted this much (his testimony as â€˜

to the genuineness of the phenomena), especially as Sec-

nlarists are such zealous searchers after truth and such

heroes in proclaiming it.â€•

.

(From the Birmingham Mornnâ€˜/ng News, Feb. 13, 12575);

To the Editor.â€”Sir,â€”Being one of the sitters at the. .

sea/nee reported in the Mormâ€˜/ng News of to-day, I can

add my testimony as to the fairness and truthfulness of

your reporter; for I had hold of his left hand with my N

right, and felt an egg being (pushed gently into his A

hand; I also felt the thumb an ï¬•ngers accompanying M.

it. I was afterwards stroked down my face ï¬•rmlyvand

slowly. ,A concertina was held by the strap .beii1g,,,

passed round our representa.tiveâ€™s little ï¬•nger, and the â€˜

instrument, w ile resting â€˜upon'his knee, was vigorously , ,

pulled, causing your reporter and myself to raise our ,

arms as high as we could, when upon the consent of the

owner being obtained, the concertina was let, go. It

then ï¬‚oated about in the air while playing. The sitter .

at my left hand also received an egg in the same man-

ner, and upon his requesting the Power to give one to

another sitter at the circle, the tambourine, whichvvas ,
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. (From the ~Medi;wrrvand Daybrea~, Feb. 12, 1875,) 
"' • • , • • ~ I~ 

Messrs. Reddalls and: .Russell have been toN otting•, 
ham giving seances to the SeQularists and havin~fs;~,. 
ce:slifu_l phenomena.. Messrs Peck anq Sadler, .are , 
e~pected to visit N ottillgham in')1AI"cb .. The.S~illari&t : 
me4iums are ca.using quite,a CO,IDDlQtjo.il 8.IDO.Dg$t 1~neit:..;' 
materialistio brethren. 1. • ,, , ,' I..JJ . ~ 

. . . ; .. 
(From the Mediwm anll Dq;gbreak, Feb, tl2, 1'875.} t1 

I ' 

THE··BmMINGHAM SEcuLARisTs' "PimNo~r·ENA."-' Mr. 
PerkS' writes to say that be has visited the sittipgs,. an~ 
admires the fairness of 1\~r. Reddalls and Mr~ Russell; 
the mediums. . . . . . Our corrett 
pondent, "On the Look-out," writes again, 'in the .' 
course of which he remar~s, '' After so long .riaiculmg , 
the phenomena, and holdmg the theory that they were , 
mo.re of a subjective 'than objective nature, it' does not ·, 
appear to me too great a favour to haye expected Mr., 
R~ddalls to have admitted this much (his testimony as 
to the-genuineness ofthe phenomena), especially as Sec- , 
ularists are such zealous searchers after truth and such 
heroes in proclaiming it." .. 

(From the Binnilngham Mornilng News, Feb. 13, 1875) 1, 

To the Editor.-Sir,-Being one of the sitters at the 
seance reported in the Morning News of to-day, I can · 
add my testimony as to the fairneu and truthfulness of 
yo.qr reportex: ; for {had hold of hi.s left hand with my 'l 
right, and' felt an egg being pushed g~~tly intQ hi& '. 
har.d; , I also felt the tn~m b anq fingers accompapyiqg 
it. I was afterwards stroked down my face flr.mly a~d 
slowly. }- conccrtinn. was held by the strqp .b~idg ,,, 
passed round your representative's little finger, and t~ , 
instrument, while resting \won·his kn~e, .was vi~oroqsly 
pulled, causing your reporter and myself to raise.our 
arms as high as we could, when upon the consent of tQ,e · 
owner being obtained, the concertina was let go. .It 
then floated about in the air while playing. The sitter 
at my left hand also received an egg in the same man
ner, and upon his requesting the Power to give one to 
another ~tter at the circl~ tlie tamb~urine, which1 W'a& 1 
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. $Â£Ie.nrlâ€˜slag I.â€˜.â€˜ave and have. h

nonsm~râ€˜Hsai1zrrusnrsm./- ,5

being struck. while ï¬‚oatingâ€œhigh â€˜above our heads,'

suddenly descended â€˜between my"a|1ï¬‚"md his, and,

striking his hand, caused him 10 amp ntmgg; whichâ€œ

fell upon the ï¬‚oor, and â€˜was broken. "Upon ï¬•ghting

up, it was found that some sitters had been? freely

sprinkled with water. These are marvellous occur-

rences, and seem to be attractin a great deal of atten-

tion.â€”I remain respectfu y, .. 3 T. T .

Lennon St., Lozells, Feb. 12; I8,75.,, .13 H. MANN.

vlnnl overt rlâ€˜h:i1l tinaane-"9i:ailr.rmâ€˜â€˜

tqri".

.i??? stï¬•iiiwwl â€˜ Â°"â€•"â€œ

A

J, 1

"$8 i1, rsâ€™/5.

iâ€˜Ã©.i>l){. ,qW~respondent

Â£Â§sn1=ss6Â¢â‚¬.t*a;. ~

â€˜j,Inq1Â§;1;p;' Â», , 1 ant, ermit

â€˜ r;? ,;ea1wes wcrelbg

is9/*Â°Â£Â§PY Y ,1 ,,. . Ul , b .

ï¬•harilstrio yil(itet1â€˜ai)ste?1]iisIie"'!_Iï¬•.vslisl " yï¬‚mwoto leiagpt

Q

e agency was a power not us , .

ortal fâ€˜ ken ; â€• consequently the h derstan â€˜

vreyvipg it from a I1i{iterial;st1)pÂ¢1QÂ§>i 5 to per â€˜ .

l10W,ll7,W{t5 accomplished. . ,.

. Now, in Houdin s geqnpes, altlio

I, .co\ild.ac,oouirtfor; a,l,l.tha,t;took H e various

articles were placed within, reach, so . . , n the gagâ€˜

was e1;,t_inguished,â€˜he,;:ould â€˜release his an s and throw

them about; but can anyone give any explanation, as

to,ho,wâ€˜ the eggs and oran es were brought into tl.e

circle your reporter atteiad {N â€˜ â€˜ , , â€˜

â€˜ Spiritualists, as I kil(%gâ€˜ I Q3 noflove darkness,

.

l

â€˜ 1

$

ofresort to it becauseith evil, as, â€œ Inquirerâ€™.u

seems to insinuate. â€˜Dag n ug appears neces-.

sqâ€˜:'y to procure physical â€˜ In st â€˜

â€˜_ nqg M, o mediu

~,-not with ,al1.â€”t11Â§re;}son_Â§'Â§f,gpgWet ally, ,mders~

1â€˜ believe 1? misht.e@t, uÂ¥?r,aai~gÂ§ats.sÂ¢"Â¢BBur ;

pâ€˜tc'aph,? ,, â€œ.â€œ ',

tiâ€˜ Â¢si5@=, gr iritâ€˜"PliHm.49â€˜='Â§iâ€˜@;Â§â€˜wâ€™ 3 Â°" "16 65*?â€™

lqm, t;:lon<l*_qorâ€œ}t;,flal1cts.. I lg); zvspondent may

â€˜ii '1si. ilni , isown e _e.,' ,

. , A yâ€˜ , . _I& Iiiieï¬‚cmÃ©ae,qï¬‚its

_â€˜,. . |ncâ€˜sg,â€œthough,poâ€˜t so remarkable, â€˜as, that re,

Y.Â» .YÂ°lllâ€˜,ss>1l1 S.. '. ,â€˜ :â€˜ ..,

-_â‚¬1<;;:u1erist_s ,h'Â£e courage to inyÃ©stigate Spiritual-.

y cannot the Chrisiadelphians seriously take

nth his family,
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being struck while floating high aboTe our beads, 
suddimly descended between my arm and his, and, 
striking his hand, cauf!ed him to arop his egg, which 
fell upon the ftoo:P, and was broken. Upon lighting 
up, it wais found tbat some sitters had been freely 
sprinkled with water. These are marvellous occur
rences, and se~m to b~ attracting a great deal of atten-
tion.-! remam yotli'S respectfully, . 

Lennox St., Lozells,. Feb. 12~ 1S7J>. ·)n H M.ANN. 
'(,f Jh,f UVlil{ 1f• tW ?,':I P Ui t'l: •r ,jt~iJr. r.rt['!jey,.... ' 1 • I • 

From the Bilrm!inghq;jn Morrt'inq 1{~s, Feb. 17, 1875. 
To the Ed~tor.-Sir,-l.J:\ reply t,o Y.OQ,t correspondent 

,r ,Inquir~r ," in yonJ; is$ue of t}\e 9th lnrfaJlt, permit 
me to say that the searwes 'J)J&re b~lf ~ he dark, and 
that, therefore1 the ~rill "ip.yisibl~' cannot be applied
in a s~rictly literal sense. I simP-lY meant to il;~fer that 
the agency was a power not tl~Uillly to be fathome9, by 
mortal " ken; " consequently the human llJlderstanding 
viewing ~t frqm a ~aterial sb}ndpoint, fa.il.tu perceive 
how it was accom~Iished. 

1 

Now, in HolJdin:.s ~eqnc,es, ~1t.hou8h 1t was quite dark, 
I could accoun,t for all tha~~ took pl~((e. The various 
~Ucles were placeil witbjn reach, sp tpat, when the gas 
was extinguished, be could release his hands and throw 
them about; but can anyone give any explanation a~ 
to bow the eggs and oranges were brough~ into tle 
circle your reporter attended ? 
· Spiritualists, as I know them, do not love darkness, 
or resort to it beca}lse their deeds are evil, as " InquiTer" 
seems to insinuate. Darkness, though app~r.s neces
sary to prooure physical phenomena with most medi urns 
-not with all-the reason i& not yet fully understood. 
I believe I mi~bt ~sk, "YhY is darkness .necessary to 
photo~raphy? • 

Bes1des, 81 i ritualism does not 6epend on the dark 
aeancq alonP .or its facts. Yota correspondent may 
pursue his i , 11uiry by his own fireside, :with his family 
and frienrl~, a~ I have and have had phenomena quite 
as convin<.;ing, though not so remarkable, as that re
poned in your columns. 

The Secularists have couraae to investigate Spiritual
ism. Why cannot the Christadelphians seriously take 
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34 MODERN SBIRâ€˜ITUALISM.

pthe subjectÂ»? They are not so noble as â€˜theï¬•ecalar-@

â€˜, for.the~latto.| urine their investigation daily to.,

see if they canâ€˜ n a satisfeotoryâ€˜solntie,n to the

question, â€œ Ifr a man die shall he live pg&ilâ€•.â€”Y0llts;

respectfully; Prov: 41.1. Tamas.

|-1--0-i

T H E. EXâ€˜.P.O S.UR E.

Rromthe BÃ©rmbiylane Morning News, March 2.

The. â€œSpiritualistiqâ€•-.-eoausocs which have lately

Elton lace in Birmingham under the aus â€˜ of, Mr.-

eddalls, of Digbeth, and Mr. John ussell, two

of the leading Secularists of the district, were last evenÂ¢

ing brought to a somewhat. startling conclusion. As

on former occasions, the sea/nee was held at Mr.

Reddallsâ€™ residence, there being present, in addition to

Messrs. Reddalls and Russell, Mrs. Reddalls, and our

reporter, six avowed Spiritualists, one of whom was a

lady. For some time past the two gentlemen we name

have conducted an exhaustive examination into the

â€œPhenomena of Spiritualism,â€• and have been able to

give, under the strictest â€œtest conditions,â€• all the

manifestations upon which â€œmediumsâ€• pride them-

selves. The levitation of musical instruments, spirit

writing, photographs, and drawings, the mysterious

conveyance of sweets, fruits, and ï¬‚owers, into a room,

through doors and windows well closed-these and

many other su posed proofs of spirit-power Messrs.

Reddalls and ussell have produced at will. The

â€œ manifestations â€• last night were in many respects

more remarkable than any as et shown by the two

gentlemen we have named, and w om many Spiritualist:

in the district believed were being converted to a belief

in the phenomena against their own wish. At half-past

eight last night, the audience being assembled at Mr;

Reddallsâ€™, the roceedings commenced by the doors

bein locked, bo ted, and fastened with slips of paper,

whie were gummed over them in such a manner as to

prevent their being opened without the slips breaking.

hose present immediately formed into two circles,

one of which sat round the table, the others forming a

second one behind the ï¬•rst line. On the gas being
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3-t MOOEPJ· SJ1IR;ITJJAL.ISM-' 

up. .~ ~llje«$-e? Ta.,; are not eo noble a.s ~ta.lSecular .. f 
iLtia1 .forr the~l~ p~D ~ U.Veatigati~ daily w.~ · 
• if they can! oMtUn. a .atilfaotoq eo!.-ti&.~ to the. 
q._ ~ion, '' Ifr a QlaJl die -.n h~ live y.gah~" .-Ypure, 
N&peotfuUy' · . . Paow. 414- TiliNG B. 

~ 
THE Er~,PO&URE.. 

Bf.om-the B~TuMR;Mom.ing News, M:areh 2. ; 
The. '' Spiritualistiq" ''""ee' which have lately 
~ place 1n"' B~ie~ under the a114pioes of. Mr.· 
G'.'H. Redda,la, of Dig~th, and Mr. JohnRilssell, two 
of tlle leading Secttiarists of the district) wer~ last even~ 
ing brought, ~ ~ .somewhat startling conclusion. ~
qn former occatn6ns, th'e aeance was held at .Mr:' 
R~da.lls'. residenc~ there being prestmt, in addition to 
Messrs. Reddalls ·and RuBBell, ?\Ira. Reddalls, and our' 
rep<)rter, six avowed Spir.itualists, one of whom was a 
lady. For some time past the two gentlemen we name 
have condu~ted an exhaustive examination into' tlie 
"Phenomena of Spiritualism," and have been able to 
give, und~r the strictest "test conditions," all the 
manifestations upon which '' mediums " pride them
selves. The levitation of musi~a1 instruments, spirit. 
writing, photographs, and drawings, the . mysterious 
conveyance of sweets, fruitS, and ftowers, into a room. 
through doors and ·windpws well cloaed-these and 
many other supposed proofs of spirit-power Mes81'1. 
Reddalls and llussell have produced at will. The 
"manifestations " last night were in many respects 
more remarkable than any as yet shown by the two 
gentlemen we have named, and wnom many Spiritualists 
in th~ district believed were being converted to a belief 
in the phenomena against their own wish. At halC-paat 
eight last night~· tho audience being assembled at Mrl 
Reddalls', the proceedings commenced by the dohra 
being locked, bolted, and fasteaed with slip& of paper, 
whieh were guouqed over them in such a manner aa to 
prevent their beiBg opened wi~hout the slips breaking. 
Those present immed'iately formed into two circles, 
one of which sat ro®d the table, the others forming a 
aecond one behind the first line. On ihe gu being 
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M,QJ)ERNy;S'BIRITUA..LISM.. 35

turned down, slight noises were heard about the room,

although hands were joined all round the table and be-

tween sitters behind. Several hymns having been

sung, the light was ï¬•nally turned out, and Mr. Russell

immediately â€œ subjected Y by the spirit of a certain..

J oh, who in this;life, judging from the choice elegance r,.

of his conv , tion, must have been a Black Country

collier. This individualconversed. with the company

resent, and assured one . â€˜gentleman, who said he had

tely lost a child, â€œtl1erâ€™ wur noa need to greave, thâ€™

child wur â€™appy.â€• A tambourine and bell now ï¬‚oated

about the room, beating time to the music, and what

appeared like several pairs of handsâ€”very warm pal-

pable human-feeling hands, it must be c0nfesscdâ€”-

strfoked the heads of most of those present. This con-

cluded the ï¬•rst part of the seance, and the audience

now formed a. larger circle. The table was placed

aside, and Mr. Russell sat in the centre of the room.

The hands of each of the sitters were then connected,

and immediately the light was turned out a variety of

manifestations were produced. Noises and scratohings

sounded from the ceiling, showers of sweetmeats were

dashed upon those present, accompanied by a consider-

able agitation of the atmosphere, and the presence of a

large quantity of volatile scent. The Spiritualists did

not hesitate to say that they could see the wings of the

attendant spirits who were present, especially as

luminous light points were noticed moving in different

parts of the room. The lady Spiritualist now aï¬‚irmed

that she could see a gigantic ï¬•gure standing inthe

centre of the apartment, professing to speak through

the medium. This being announced to be a ï¬•re-

man, No. 88. Several of those present felt hands

ulling their hair, â€˜large animals rubbing against their

egs, and had articles of personal property taken

from them, and deposited in different arts of the

room. Eggs, sprigs of laurel leaf. and iii were now

given by invisib e hands to the sitters, and the tri 1e,

tambourine, and hell sounded violently. he

light was now turned up, and "spirit formsâ€• were

found to have been traced upon various slips of pa er

on the ï¬‚oor. In the third of the aemwe, r.

Reddalls was lashed securely to a, chair, and the circle
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. 35 .. 

t~ed ~w~, ~i~ noiaelwere beard about the room, 
althaug) ~ :we~e Joilie4 all r~und lhe table and be
tween tM'~i~is behind. Se~~h7J11na having been 
~ung, ~he Ug~~~~ fina.Ur, tumt¥lqui,'.a~d Mr. R~ . 
JlllD).eija~}Y·:. supjecf4_d ,. by r. flu~- apJP.t of a certa.in -. 
Jo& whQ 1n tli~:Jir~ jud~.f,ro" the-choice eleg&ll9& 
of .li18 co~v~t\on, muat -have been. a Blae;k Country. 
coUi~r . . Thi~ individual , c;onv~ with the company 
pr¥eni, and, auur~ oae .. gentle.man, who said he had 
Ia~ los~ a ehild, "th~r' .wur n~ l)eed to greave, th' 
chUa wur appy,." A tambourine and bell now floated 
about the room, beatin~ time t4 the- music, and what 
a~ared like-several p~ of hands-very warm pal
pable human-feeling hands, it must be confessed
etioked the heads of most of those. present. This con
chided the first p·art o~ the 1eq,rrce; and the audience 
now formed a , larger etrele. 1'he table was placed
aside, and Mr. Russell sat in the centre of tL.e room. 
Tlie bands of each of the sitters were then connected, 
and immediately the light wu turned out a variety of 
manifestations were P.roduoed. N oiaes and scratohings 
soun~d from the ceiling, showers· Qf. sweetmeats were 
dashed upon those .present, accompanied by a. conaider
abJe agitation of the atmosphere, and the presence of a 
large q~antity of volatile scent. The Spiritua.lista did 
not hesitate to say that the1 could see the wings of the 

• attendant spirits who were present, especially as 
luminous light points were noticed moving in different 
parta of the room. The lady Spiritualist now affirmed 
that she could see a gig&ntic figure standing in the 
cen~re of the apartment, profeesing to speak -through 
the medium. This being announced to be a fire
man, No. 88. Several of those present felt hands 
pulling their hair, large animals rubbing against their 
legs, and had articles of personal property taken 
from them, and deposited in difterent parts of the 
room. Egg•, sprigs of laurel leaf . and fir were now 
given by invisible hands to the sitters, and the triangl~, 
tambourine, and bell sounded violently. The 
light was now tumed up, and " B_Pirit forms " were 
found to have been traced apon var1oua slips of paper 
on the floor. In the third- part of the seance, Mr. 
Reddalle was }ashed securely to , chair, and the circle 
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363 MODERN' â€˜â€˜Sr,r1a*rcxrrsn>.:'

eases againâ€˜? â€œOn the'agar l5ein.â€˜gâ€˜.tui'.nÃ©iiâ€œ ogitmostâ€˜ ~

theâ€˜ recedinâ€˜ ,mâ€˜snifestat1on's. were ptbliâ€˜uc'e%â€˜.â€˜a!iÂ§ . ,"_

anâ€™i terval e, tilenoe Mr. lleddallswas ,f,0n'Â§i __'fyâ€œ ï¬•rï¬‚""â€˜

lei! ' â€œon a table behind theLc.ircle,I jhav.1iig beoomeâ€œ'

lo â€˜ from the sâ‚¬"the â€˜ï¬‚piritntilists kï¬•rmed, carried over .t1iel1â€˜ ads ofth resent} Several entle.-â€˜ â€˜

meifem hatically>staâ€˜tâ€˜edâ€˜tliaâ€˜t eyhad fe1th,ihiâ€˜ dating'

in â€˜the ai ,and a l,argsâ€˜, cocoâ€˜anutâ€˜on the ï¬‚oor was saidâ€˜by,â€˜

one,gentlem%.nâ€˜to havs.becnâ€˜broiâ€˜1ght,;li.}â€˜* â€˜fthb â€˜spirits "f'-

from his own house sdine distanâ€™ceâ€˜sway.. Mrâ€™. f"

having. asked the companyfif they were satisï¬•ed "the' â€˜

it-itsâ€• had been present, received an answer in the j

a rmative, Hethen, much to the astonishment â€˜ofâ€˜f

thoâ€˜ser resent, inâ€˜ a somewhat sarcastic sch, avowed ,V

thatâ€˜t e whole ofthe proceedings during he night had '"

been mere tricks and conjuring deceptions, and said th at

at in thus disclosing the utter follyâ€˜ of .â€˜Spiritualism, he â€˜

wished'to prevent people, no,t..onâ€˜ . wasting their time,"

but their money on those who o of mediumshi made

living by preying upon the euperstiti.ons,of their allows.

Itlâ€˜wasâ€˜patent to our representative that many of the

â€œspirit nianifestations" were â€˜purely illusions, and Mr.

Russell, addressingtliose resent in similar terms toâ€™his

confrÃ©rc. saidâ€˜ he trusts all who â€˜had assisted in the

sea'rwejwould go homeâ€˜ wiser, if sadder men.. â€˜ â€˜ â€˜

(Ii. â€˜. .â€˜:'

I. . -â€˜â€œ ,.â€˜:m-.aâ€˜:"â€˜â€™ . .â€˜ , , â€˜â€˜â€˜â€˜ 3 â€˜ â€˜1â€˜ â€˜ â€˜"
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, | , â€˜ â€˜r , , â€˜ 2"â€˜r 1â€˜ .â€˜' â€˜â€˜ .â€˜[-

â€˜I â€˜â€™!

â€˜ Li . I

â€˜ â€˜: 4 , â€˜.â€˜â€˜n r Uâ€˜r .. If â€˜ .

.â€˜. â€˜3 2 'â€˜.â€˜ â€˜

, â€˜ â€˜: . . : P H ' â€˜I â€˜

:. . 4'. v ". â€˜.; â€˜:1 â€˜i > I â€˜

â€˜.â€˜â€˜ 7 â€˜

u , . â€˜'' â€˜ - , 4 N â€˜2

â€˜'.â€˜ â€˜| l , Q .iâ€˜ â€˜ r | _ . In "

.3 ,â€˜ 4 l .â€˜ nl

,i1;Vh ,,â€˜â€˜ â€˜,r H â€˜ 1â€˜ â€˜: : Â¢.â€˜.. .â€˜â€˜â€˜_,â€˜

i â€˜.; |,.>)â€˜,â€˜., â€˜ â€œâ€˜ .â€˜r.â€˜ â€˜/I. . ,,' ..â€˜. â€˜â€™
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MODERN SPIRtttrA:Lis~l ~ ,. 

formed again. 0n tbe ~lptf"fiein"!' . turnea ' otit· JJL?dJ I 

thG'"t>r~ceding manife~tlOiis. were p't08-nc~:1tnd !. 
an ri~terval of '~ilenoe Mr. Reddalls WaS fotid ~yili f\ift-7 · 
lerliti'F on a table ·behind" the circle, 'fiilii .... become ' 
1odfea!Ttom the rjrPe, 'and ~' 'the 'BPi'rltt#liSts aftirined, , 
caffled over ~lit' liiad~ o£~1lbi'e prese'nt~· r SeversJ gentler •· 
meif empbatieat~y Stat~d tnat they bact teli1ilhi 1fldatfug t 
in The air, and a large cde'tjatmt-'on the 'floor was said by • 
one -gent} em~ to have_ beeii 'bfottathtlif ra'th~ :~iri~s" i •. 

from hili own bouse eofue cHst-aticJliway. : .M:t. Reddi!W ~ · 
hamg'· asked the com~ity'if tliey w'~l'e satisfied "tb~· · 
spirits'' bad been present, received an answer in ttie · 
affitmative. Htf' tlren, much to the astonishment' ··oft·: 
tho-§e~present, in a somewhat sarcastic spee~hl avowed I, 

that' the whole -of the proceedings during ~he night natf1 

beeh mere tricks and conjuring deceptions, and said that 
at ih. thus disclosing the utter foUr of , Spirj.tualism, he · 
wi~hed to prevent people, not :o'nl,Y. waSting their ti~J~e. ' 
but their money on tHose· lvho outbf mediut11ship ~ad& 
li •ing by preying upori t};le superstiti_ons.of their, f~to•~· 
It ;.was ·patent to oilr !'~presentative ihat many cf the 
"spint manifestationa·'t- were]mrely illus~ons, and Mr. 
Russell, addressinJf~llose presentt in similar terms to'hia 
confrere, said' he trus.ted all who 'had assisted in the 
seance. would go hoi'ne1 wisel', if ~adder men.' 
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