
• 

BIBLE MARVEL W ORI(ERS, 
• 

.AND 

THE PO,VER WHICH HELPED OR MADE THEl\1 

PERFORM l\1IGHTY 'VORKS, AND UTTER 

INSPIRED WORDS: 

TOGETHER WITH 

SOliE PERSONAL TRAITS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF 

PROPHETS, APOSTLES, AND JESUS; 

OR, 
'--

NEW RE.ADINGS OF "THE .J.lllRAOLES." 

BY 

.. 
" ALLEN PUTNAM, A. M., 

,.~ 

AUTHOR OF "NATTY, A SPIRIT," "SPIRIT "\VORKS REAL, BUT NOT .Mm.A.CULOUS," 

" :MESMERISM, SPIRITUA T..ISM, 'WITCHCRAFT, AND MIRACLE," 
.AND "TIPPING HIS TABLES." 

l . 
• .. .. .,.._ .......... _._ 

The Lord spake to the prophets " by spirits ••• whom the Lord · · · 
:filled with his aspect, and thus inspired words which they spalce -· 
to the prophets." SWEDENBORG • 

BOSTON: A 

COLBY AND 
• 

. ......... ·' 

RICH, 
No. 9 MoYTGOliERY PLACE. 

18 73. 



I 

Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1873, 

BY ALLEN PUTNAM, 

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington. 

I 

• 

Stereotyped at the Boston Stereotype Foundry, 

19 Spring Lane. 

, 



, 

SERIAL INDEX TO DIVISIONS. 

PAOE 

Preface. • • • • • • • 7 
John the Revelator. • • • 25 
Jehovah •. • • • • • • 32 
Abraham. • • • • • • 33 
Moses. • • • • • • • 34 
Balaam. • • • • • • • 62 
Joshua. • • • • • • • 69 
Gideon. • • • • • • • 72 
Samson •• • • • • • • 73 
Samuel. • • • • • • • 79 
Saul. • • • • • • • • 85 
Endor, woman of .• • • • 88 
David. • • • • • .. • 92 
Solomon. • • • • • • 95 
Elijah. • • • • • • • 96 
Elisha. • • • • • • • 103 
Hezekiah. • • • • • • 112 
Job. • • • • • • • • 114 
Isaiah. • • • • • • • 116 
Jeremiah. 
Ezekiel •• 

• • • • • • 117 

• • • • • • 119 
Daniel. • • • • • • • 124 
Jonah. • • • • • • • 131 
Apocrypha. • • • • • • 139 
0. 'f. Summary. • • • • 146 

- Apostles. • • • • • • 155 
Peter. • • • • • • • 156 
Paul. • • • • • • • • 168 
Jesus .• • • • • • • • 178 
Zacharias. • • • • • • 180 
Mary •• • • • • • • • 181 
John Baptist. • • 190 • • • • 

.I 

PAGE 

Baptism of' Jesus. • • • 191 
Temptation of Jesus. • • 193 
Wine from water. • • • 194 
Exceptional mood. • • . 197 
Sychar, woman of. • • • 198 
Bethesda, cure at. • • • 198 
Blind, cure of. • • • • • 198 
Fishes, control of, • • • 199 
Fever, cure of .• • • • • 199 
I~eper, cure of. • ... • • • • 200 
Centurion's servant. • • • 201 
Widow of N ain. • • • • 202 
Waters, calming of. • • • 203 
Devils of the tombs .• • • 204 
Sin, forgiveness of. • • • 205 
Blood, issue of. • • • . 207 
Endowing of apostles. • • 208 
Lazarus •• • • • • • • 209 
Loaves, multiplied. • • • 212 
Water, Vlalking on. • • • 213 
'fransfiguration. • • • . 213 
Spirits, return of. • • . • 214 
Unbelief. . • . • . • . 215 
-Fig tree, blasted. • • . • 217 
Satan uponJudasandPete1·. 218 
Agonies of Jesus. • • • • 219 
Forsaken by God. • • • 220 
Crucifixion. • • • . • • 221 
Resurrection. • • • • • 222 
Parting cotnmission •• • • 224 
Ascension. • • • • • • 227 
Conclusion. • • • • • • 227 

3 

..... 



~IISCELLANEOUS INDEX. 

Aaron. • ••••••• 

PAGE 

• • • • 45, 48 

Abraham. • • • • • • • • • • • • 33 

a prophe~ ••••••••••• 

his faith. • • • • • • • • • • • 

his temptation. • • • • • • • 

Agabus .••••• • • • • • • • • 

Agonies of Jesus. • • • • • • • • 

37 

38 

39 

175 

219 

Ananias •• • • • • • • • • • • HH, l6D 

Angel. • • • • . • • • • • • • • 26, 36 

of Jesus. • • • • • • • • • • 25, ~6 

to Lot. • • • • • • • • • • • • 36 

to 1\Ianoah. • • • • • • • • • 

Apocrypha ••• • • • • • • • • • 

Apostles. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

7-:1: 

139 

155 

endo·wed. • • • • • • • • • • 208 

Aprons. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 173 

Ark of covenant. • • • • • 53, 54, 70, 80 

captured. • • • • • • • • • • 81 

Ascension .••• • • • • • • • • • 227 
Aura ••• • • • • • • • • 21' 156, 184: 

Azarias •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 142 

Balaam. • • • ••• • • • • • • • 

Baptism ..••• •• • • • • • • • 

Barnabas. • • • f • • • • • • • • • 

62 

HH 

171 

Belief. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13, 19 

Belshazzar. • • • • • • • • • • • 126 

Bethesda.. • • • • • • • • • • • . 198 

Bible. . • • • • • • • • • • 

Blind, cured .• . 
Blood, issue •• 

• • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • 

7,11,238 

• • 

• • 

19M 

207 

Can a. ' . . • • • • • • • • • • • 
Centurion •• • • • • • • • • • • • 

Commission. 

Conclusion. 

Conditions. 

Cornelius .• 

Crucifixion. 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

Eli. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Elias. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Elijah. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 

in connection with ravens. • • 

bread and oil. • • • • • • • • 

widow's son. • • • • • • • • • 

Baal. •••••• • • • • • • • 
his ascen~ion. 

bis character. 

his return .•• 

Eliphaz .••••• 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

Elisha .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

PAGE 

194: 

201 

224 

227 

19 

166 

221 

80 

214 

96 

96 

97 

97 

99 
102 

103 

110 

115 

lCH: 

in connection 'vith the spring. 105 

children. • • • • • • • • • • • 106 

oil. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1061 

Naam.an. • • • • • • • • • • • 106! 

ax. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 108 

Dothan. • • • • • • • • • • • 108 
/ 

his writing. • • • • • • • • • 110 

his bones. • • • • • • • • • • 111 . 
his character. • • • • • • • • 

Elizabeth ••••• • • • • • • • • 
Elyma.s ....... • • • • • • • • • 

4 

111 

180 

171 



MISCELLANEOUS Il:IDEX. 5 

Endor, woman of •• • • • • • • • 
Eneas .•••••• • • • • • • • • 
Entrancement .• , ••• • • • • • 

John's. • ••••• • • • • • 
Abram's. 

Ezekiel's. 
• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 
Daniel's. • • • • • • • • • • • 

Eyes, opened. • • • • • • • • • • 

Ezekiel •••• • • • • • • • • • • 
his vision ••• 

his pantomime. 
• • • • 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 
his discipline. • • • • • • • • 

his traits, ••••••••• • 

88 

165 

25 

25 

34 

122 

128 
1.09 

119 

119 

121 

122 

123 

Faith. • • • • • • • • • 13, 19,38,159 

Fever •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 199 

• • • 217 Fig tree. • • • • • • • • • • 

Fishes. • ••••••••• • 199, 212 

Fox, Mrs •• • • • • • • • • • • • 17 

Gabriel, man. • • • • • • • • • • 131 

angel. • • • • • • • • • • • • 180 

Gehazi. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 107 

Gideon. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 72 

God ••• • • • • • • • • 28, 32, 44, 177 

Hananiah. 

Herod ••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 118 

• • • • • • •••• 166, 189 

Hezekiah. • • • • • • • • • • • • 113 

Holy Ghost •• 13, 19, 156, 160, 161, 

Hydesville. • • • • 

Isaiah .••••• 

Issue. • • • • • 
• • 

• • 

Jairus ..... • • • • 

164, 173, 182, 191 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

17 

116 

207 

Jehovah. 

Jesus ••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 

207 

32 

• • • • • • • • 178, 183, 229 

Jeremiah. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Jol>. • • • ••• •• • • • • •• • 
John the Revelator •••••••• 

the Baptist. • • • • • • • • • 

Jonah ••••••••••••••• 

Joseph. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Joshua. • •••••• • ••••• 

Korah ••••••••••••••• 

Lazarus •••• • •••• 

Leper •••••••••• 
Loaves, •••••••• 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

11'7 

114 

25 

190 

131 

18'7 

69 

58 

209 

200 

212 

Lot. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 36 

Lystra. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 

171 

73 

172 

Manoah •• 

Mark .•• 

1\riarvels •• • • • • • • • • • • 8, 10, 21 

.1\farvel workers .• • • • • • • • 8, 13 

Mary •• 

Miracle. 

Miriam. 

Mood •• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 181 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 12, 18 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 57 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 197 

Moses •• 

bush. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 40 

• • • • • • • • 

rod. • • • • • • • • • 
inn. • •• • • • • • • 
Pharaoh. • • • • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

42 

45 

46 

49 

mount. • • • • • • • • • • 55, 5'7 

wife •••• • • • • • • • • • • 

meekness. • • • • • • • • • • 

eulogy. • •••••••••• 

character. • • • • • • • • • • 

Naaman ••• • • • • • • • • • • • 
Nain. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Nature. • •••• 

N ebucbadnezzar. 
• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

57 

58 

60 

62 

107 

202 

13 

124 



6 MISCELLANEOUS INDEX. 

Paul. • I I • • • • • • • • • 168, liS 

Peter ••• 
Philip ••• 
Prophets. 

• • • • • • • • • • 156, 167 

• • • • • • • • • • 165, 175 

• • • • ••••• 26, 85, 175 

Rahab •••••• • • • • • • • • • 69 

Resurrection. • • • • • • • • 117, 222 

Revelation. • • • • • • • • • • • 27 

Rod .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 51 
/ 

Samson. I • • • • • • • • • • • 73,78 

Samuel, • • • • • • • • • • 79, 82, 85 

Sapphira. • • • • • • • • • • • • 161 

Saul. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 85,87 

Satan. • • • • • • • • 93, 114, 192, 218 

Sceva. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Shadow •••••••••••••• 
Shadrac •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Sin ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • 
Sod om. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Solomon. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• 

175 

162 

124 

205 

35 

9o 

Sphere. • • • • • • • • • • 
Spirit. • • • •••••••• 

in the. • • • • I I • • • 
Spirit aurae •••••••• 
Stephen ••••••••••• 

• • • 156 

• llli, 14li 

• • 25, 29 

• • • 157 

• • • 
Supernatural. • • • • • • • • • • 

1&1 

.12 

Temptation. • • • • • • • • • • • 192 

Testament, Old. • • • • • • • • • 146 

Thyatira. • • • • • • • • • • • • 172 

Tobias. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 141 

Tobit. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 139 

Tombs. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 204 

Transfiguration. • • • • • • • • • 213 

Unbelief. • • • • • • • • • • 18, 215 

Woman of Endor •• • • • • • • • 88 

.f 

Zacharias. • • • • • • • • • • • • 180 



PREFACE. 

VERY deep and wide-spread reverence for the Bible as ultimate 
authority in all matters of which it makes any mention, prevails so 

extensively, that upon the presentation of any new view in science, 

in philosophy, or in the interpretation and classification of strange 

phenomena, the popular mind asks whether the view conflicts 'vith 

the Scriptures or not. If it does, or is supposed to, its correct­

ness is instantly questioned, and the view is 'assumed to be unsound., 

The popular argument, briefly stated, is this : "The Omniscient One 

has said otherwise in the Bible - therefore the novel doctrine is not 

true." This mode of reasoning is a great barrier to ready r_eception 

of new-found facts among the works of the same Omniscient One, 

and of deductions fairly made from them by genuine science and 

sound philosophy. Still, if all statements which the Bible contains 

are absolutely and unqualifiedly the very words of an Omniscient 

and Infallible Inspirer, the popular mode of reasoning from it is 

commendable and philosophical. 

The fundamental question whether the Bible is, in such a sense 

or to any such extent as the popular mind assumes it to be, " the 
mord" of one who never errs, is always properly open for further 

consideration. Theologians, divines, and scholastics have discussed 
and re-discussed it for centuries, have thrown upon it all the light 

available at their seveml stand-points, and have reached widely dif­

ferent conclusions. Forgetting now, or ignoring as far as possible, 

all that such teachers have said, an attempt is made in the follow­

ing work to let the Bible manifest its own statements and exhibit 

7 



8 PREFACE. 

its own implied arguments relating to its origin and ro the agents 
and circumstances of its production. "•ith much distinctneR 

it indicates that the inspirers of some of its human authors, aad 
the unseen helpers of its ~IarYel ,, ... orkers sometimes, were finite 

intelligences, and therefore beyond question were both fallible 

and restricted in power. To let that book itself re,eal its own. 

paternity and natinty is the leading purpose of the Author, ._..ho 

feels confident that if those who most sincerely and persistent­

ly proclaim the Bible to be their guide, mil but examine its teach­

ings in light no'' aYailable, they will cease to regard parts of it as 
the inznzediate word of an infallible author, and will put themselTes 

into much more fa'forable po~itions than they have heretofore oc­

cupied for receinng light in whateYer way Heaven may please to 

send it, whether that way be up from the rocks beneath us, down 

from the stars aboYe us, out from the depths within us, or by in­
spirations from unseen realms. Genuine mental freedom to listen 

trustfully wbene\er God speaks, and to look re\erently whenever He 

manifests himself, would be a most beneficent boon to every Bible 

reader. That we may help some to the possession of it _is our 

prayer, and the hope that we may do so mo\es our pen. 

Significant utterances of ""ery 'faried import and worth, alto 
startling and L"lstructi\e actions upon men and matter, all claiming 

supernal nsitants as their authors, are quite common in this age. 

These are \ery properly inciting the world to search for, and if pos­

sible detect and define, some occult forces and agents which must 

exist and be operating in its \ery midst; and they are broadening 

the fields and deepening the well5 which yield God-made foods and 

drinks for the intellects and affections of men . • 

Do the mar1els which are being wrought out through spirit me­

diums now, spring from similar sources, and nre they by nature such 

1ery close kindred with those which were wrought through propltets 

in Judea of old, as that they may guide man to knowledge of sources 

from which those elder marvels came? Perhaps they do. Tae io­
quiry is worth pursuing ; and the Bible!s words and facts will giw & 
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rre widely credible and conclusi\e ans~er than those from any 

ether source. Its response should carry with it great weight to all 

•inds which rank its authority high: and should recei'e in hUCh a 

ftl'Y cordial welcome • 
• 

_ odern phenomena ha'e already p rompted many pe:sons to open 

•d read anew the biblical accounts concerning the doers o: mighty 

works, and recorders of significant re,elations in pa.st ages. They 
nd therein much information neYer definitel\ noticed before re.at-. 

ing to the source of help which the biblical ptnmen. rece£,ed, and to 

ebeit' inspirers ai!d helpers. Who ga'e personal aid to those writers 

•nd M-~RVEL WoRKERS - to ancient prophets and apostles? \Vhat 

tJH!lftre of help did thEy need and recei'e for speaking and writing 
a they did, and for working '*signs and wonders., by which the 

Supernal Source of their words and powers was confirmed? Be­

lief that the Omni,cient One immediately insprred the!? words: and 

lllat the Omnipotent One immediately put forth power through them, 

ltM extensiTely prevailed, and still emt.s in the minds of many Bi­

J.le readers. But does that book. itself either demand or justify such 

a belief in relation to all the parts of itself? )lost clearly. n<... 

For what does it di~close? .-\.n answer to this ques:ion i.s in,olTed 

in many significant statements and illustrative facts extracted from 

it and made to constitute the sub5tance of the foilowing wo~k. where 
...... # 

they are interspersed with, and accompanied by: such statements 

• the .-\.uthor's observations of the action of' finite spirits upon men 

at the present day make him deem helpful to a common-sense and 

philosophical comprehension of the nature and source of ... -L'i"CIW-r 

.UtTILS. 

Thi~ work i~ not a labored one - is not critical - is 'err far fro::n 
WI 

Hbaustive; it lacks the graces of rhetoric and the accuracies and 

lnish of scholarship. The _-\.uthor·s Tiew of the Bible has here pur­

poB'fly been only such an one as may come befo!'e every intelligent 

reader who peruses, el""en rapidly, King James·s Engli~h ;ersion only •. 

orgetting past theorie~ and biasses as fa.r as po5sible!' he takes up 

aBe ancient record, gi,es a cursory glance at its co:1tent.s from page 
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' to page, thus gathers its most obvious accounts and indications re­
lating to its own paternity, and attempts a plain report of his find­

ings. His desire is to make a distinct presentation of biblical facts, 

accompanied by views and thoughts resultant from them, which 
shall indicate some actual agents and processes through which man 
has been favored with super-mundane revelations and manifestations. 

He is animated by a firm persuasion that the ()VERRULING PowER 

has always been self-consistent in processes, agents, and instrumen­

talities for illuminating the minds of men, and in manifesting be­

fore them the opet·ations of an intelligent force superior to any they 

can put forth. Any successful effort to generate a similar convic­

tion in other minds, must, in his judgment, conduce to their better 

appreciation of the character and methods of the Supreme Being. 

Accurate kno,vledge of Him and of his ways is sut·ely helpful to 

man. 

If facts are recorded in the guide-book of Christendom ,,·hich 

have been almost entirely overlooked or ignored by those 'vho have 

sought for and used its directions, it may be a work of kindness 

and beneficence to draw public attention to them. If education has 

caused men to adopt theories concerning the Bible's origin which 

obviously must be false, provided they do not harmonize with facts 

presented in the Bible itself, no one who truly trusts to the guid­

ance of that book. "·ith more confidence than he does to his existing 

creed, can but be th~llkful for any light that will aid him to truer 

conceptions of what the Bible clearly teaches upon that or any oth­

er point whatever. 

Light en1anating from modern marvels illuminates and makes 

manifest pathways along which ancient ones may have made a lPgiti­

mate, natural advent to man. Guided by that light, the Author de­

signs to lead his readers along v,~ays in which the Bible itself may 

be seen 1·efuting some very pre,·alent assumptions relating to the 
immediate source and the amount of its own inspiration. He pre­

pares his work for the common Cht·istian mind, and spends no time 

or thought for the special purpose of making it satisfactory to 
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aeholars and critics. His thoughts, while writing, are upon com­
mon Bible readers of fair intelligence, and especially upon such 

among them as desire to adhere to its teachings, and at the same 

time \vould be glad to hold communion through mediums \Vith 

their own loved ones \vho have passed on, or get help through such 

for the sick ones around them, if they can see the \vay clear to do 

this without violence to their biblical fidelity. Perhaps light has 

eome into the world, in "·hich the Bible itself may be seen to invite 

its readers and pupils to drink of these outfto,vings of fresh inspi­

ration. The ancient and modern marvels may be reciprocally ex­

planatory of each other, and each may be a source of healthful 
instruction and aid. 

Any merit which this work may have 'villlie in the running argu­

ment \vhich Bible facts themselves will be putting forth in proof, 

that the biblical revelations might all have come, and in part surely 

did come, from out of the invisible realms, "rhile yet they \\·ere pro~ 
duced by many distinct finite intelligences in spirit life, \vho obtained 

means of utterance and action through different men, and through 

tbe same often confirmed their super-mundane citizenship by "signs 

and wonders following" their words. Much evidence lies -on the 
very surface of its own leaves, which proves parts of that '"olume to 

be only records of the sayings and doings of various finite departed 

spirits, possessing unequal powers and dissimilar characters, speak­

ing through distinct and widely differing mediumistic men. Much 

of that e\'idence is here brought together, that it may be seen more 

in connection, or in a more compact .mass, than it can be in its ex­

isting scattered positions between the Bibie's covers. 

That book is not the Author's idol now as it was in his youth, and 

tet it retains very firm bold upon his respect and gratitude. To 

Dim, and to millions of other persons, pain is given by the very 

many inconsiderate, intemperate, and flippant attacks made with a 

view to disparage a Book which he regards as intrinsically very val­

uable, because he deems much of it the product of high inspiration, 
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and the whole Book highly instructive upon many natural, histo1ical, 

spiritual, and religious subjects. 

Science, Spiritualism, and common perception. are learning that 
the book is not 'vhat theology has long claimed it to be, and are 

therefore tendin·g to underestimate, or enth·ely ignore, its inherent 

merits. Such being the Autho1·'s feelings and views, "some man 

may say," Is not the Bible here to be wounded "in 'the house of its 

friends "? Confessedly it 'vill be probed there, but the probing will 

be p~rformed by a friendly, though he may be an unskillful, surgeon, 

whe sees death approaching, and about to claim the patient, if the 

knife be spared. The philosophical spirit of the age will not long 

continue to pay much respect to a book 'vhich claims to have been 

born, and to be living, high above the sweep of philosophical -vision, 

and beyond the reach of philosophical investigation. 'fhe leading 

minds of this age, the philosophers and scientists of both this coun­

try and Europe, with great unai1imit y, are moving in directions, and 
reaching conclusions, which detect and unearth fallacy in the long­

asserted claims of the Bible to plenary inspiration and to be a suc­

cession of communications made to man directly by. the Omniscient 

One. 

The hand which is here laid upon that Book is not unfriendly to 

it. F1·ankness, ho,ve,rer, is free to avow that the 'vorkings of that 

hand, so fa1· as its powe1·s shall operate, 'vill tend to n1ake the book 

take itself down from a skyey height to "·hich theology long ago 

ballooned it, and cause itself to rest on a natural foundation. It 

must either put itself within the reach of science, or be shelved as a 

1·elic of little further use to the wo1·ld. 

The words "miracle" and "supernatural" will be shunned in 

these }Jages, because their use unexplained might often prevent 

correct appt·ehension of the thought that was seeking expression. 

" l\1iracle" was once frequently employed to designate something 

very wonderful because of the myste1ious power needful for its pt·o­

duction, which yet might be only the po\ver of finite beings. In 

that sense · it would be app1·opriate to the Author's general view. 

- ·-- -~-- -· 
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But the word has come no\V generally to signify such things as re­

quire for their production a suspension or abrogation of natural 

forces by the direct and immediate action of the Almighty One,- a 

p1·ocess 'v hich probably never occurred. Therefore the 'vord mira­

cle "·ill not be en1ployed; marvel is substituted in its place, and 

hence our title, ~!ARVEL Workers. 

" Nature " may pt·operly be so used as to embrace all things in 

all worlds; and 'vhen employed in that broad and comprehensive 

sense, there is no room left for anything supernatural, that is, any­

thing above or beyond nature. 'Ve give this broad n1eaning to the 

term, and therefore have no space left in \vhich to place anything 

above or beyond Nature. That word is often, and perhaps generally, 

restricted in its meaning to. objects and forces \vhich may be taken 

cognizance of by the external senses. Nat ural forces or la,vs are very 

frequently understood to be such only as come \vithin the occupied 

domain of the physical sciences. But position is here taken '" hich in­

duces us to refer to all the unchanging la\vs or forces which act upon 

or through either matter or mind any\vhere in the vast universe as 

natural ones; and therefore nothing is conceded to be supernatural. 

The wot·ds ''faith" and "belief," and the phrase H Holy Ghost," 

the t·eader 'vill find having sometimes significations attached to 

them which are uncommon. The Author's interpretation of these in 

some places is drawn, not from dictionaries, but from the facts 

'vhich they are obviously made to designate where and as the bib­

lical authors en1ployed them. 

Because of discarding the terms "miracle" and "supernatural," 

it bas been necessary to employ others for indicating that many of 

the '\Vorks and words of old, had authors \vho 'vere below God 

and yet above embodied man. No doubt is felt that in Bible 

times there were found and used, 'U'itltin the realms of broad nature, 

forces and conditions 'vhich enabled unseen finite intelligences to 

speak to man by operating tongues of flesh, and also to perform 

mighty works in his presence by the aid of elements or properties 

residing in some human systems. Such agents and forces \Yill fre-

• 
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quently be called supernal or super-mundane, but eYen these tern1s 
may occasionally n1islead, because th~ spirit 'vorld exists "'ithin, be­

low, and around earth, atn1osphere, and man, as well as abo,·e them. 

Persons or forces coming from beyond \'fllere man ordinarily 

takes cognizance, so that he calls them supernatural, are in this 

"·ork termed son1etimes spirit beings and spirit forces, sometimes 

supernal, sometimes super-mundane, somet!n1es unseen intelligences 

or forces, whate""er the diJ:ection from "·hich they become manifest. 

The rather indefinite phrase, "the unseen,." has frequently been 

used as equi,alent to the abode of either angels or de,·ils, that is, 

the dwelling-place of 5phits. The adjecti~e spiritual is mostly 

dispensed with, and the noun spirit turned into an adjecti\e as its 

substitute, because the writer bas been accustomed, perhaps with­

out good cau~e, to attach n1ore rnoral significance to the former 

than to the latter; since he is ~eekiug here to exhibit natural phi­

losophy rather than any other, be prefers spirit to spiritual "·ben 

used in conjunction with the beings, forces, and ''forks under con-
... 

sideration • 

... ~ssumption is made throughout the work that laws or forces com­

plied with, or availed of, by either man, s.pii·it, angel, God, or any 

other intelligence. per\ade, partially at leastt both the material and 

spirit, the physical and psychic, realms. of nature ; and that, by 

means of these, some connection is naturall: formed and perpetu­

ated between these realms which permits inter-action between in­
habitants of the two ; also, that such forces are subject to free use 

by any intelligences who possess kno"·ledge and po.wer enough to 

control them. Saints and sinners~ angels. and. de"t"ils: hal"e equal 

freedom in the use of spirit, as of material,. forces and instrumental­

ities. He that sends the rain upon the just and unjust alike, is 
equally intpartial in all his bestowments,. permissions, oand helps. 

Law reigns supreme e\erywhere and always. Xothing "contrary 

to the established constitution and course of things~' et'er trans- ' 

pired. ..-\. theological miracle is b~t a myth. Xatural miracles, or 

mar'fels, -that is, signs, wonders, and mighty works, wrought by 

-.... --- ~ ~- ~---· -~- - - -- ~ 
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finite disembodied intelligences availing themse},·es of nature's la­

tent forces,- have appeared in all ages and nations. 

This \vork, though born of Spiritualis1n, and permeated 'vith its 

teachings, is not a treatise upon that subject. No design exists to 

exhibit here any proofs that spirits no\v communicate '"ith n1en. 

It is assumed that the phenomena of Spiritualism are the products 

of action put forth by finite unseen intelligences. The conclusions 

which those phenomena have produced, and the lights "·hich they 

furnish, are used freely and extensively,- so much so, that the 

work is exceedingly dogmatical in its modes, and is designedly so. 

Such compression .as adapts it to the n1eans and \Yants of con1n1on 

readers invites the dogrnatism. Observation· and reflection, com­

mencing back more than twenty years ago, and continuing do\vn to 

the present day, have produ-ced con\'·ictions \vhich are no\v and here 

made use of \vithout stating 'vith any fullness the facts and reasons 

on which they are founded. Such, or similar, grounds .of belief lie 

scattered all through the records of Spiritualisn1; are there accessi­

ble by the world, though perhaps not ,·ery \ridely known. It is 

the ''"orld's fault rather than 'Ours, if iflacks the kind of kno,vledge 

needful to comprehend the bases of our positions and as~ertions. 

The designed lin1its of this book \vill not permit such kllO\Y]edge to 

be furnished here. Essentially, for the time being, the Author as­

sumes that many unobserved things in the Bible may be brought 

to light through observed things in Spiritualism. Strange as son1e 

of his statements or implic1tions relating to the po,vers of spirits 
. 

may appeat·, they \Vere suggested by the \vords .or acts of spirits 

themselves, or by som~ .experiences of mortais, accounts of \vhich 

be has received and credits. In other 'vords, none of them are the 

productions <>f his o'vn imagination. He holds hituself responsible 

only for their a-ccordance \Vith acts, teachings, or foreshado\vings 

that the \vorld bas received through modern mediu1ns. 

No facts are remembered 'vhich exclude the supposition that spir­

its claiming to be man's friends and kindred, at no time prior to 

this century strove in throngs to m.a.nifest their presence to hi1n. 
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In all past ages he- bowed in awe before supernal visitants, and 
made no inquiry as to thei1~ nature or the conditions which gave 

them access to him. So long as he was thus unfavorably affected 

by their approaches, it may have been wise and kind in them to 

make their visits " few and far between." But the world has now 
made advances in both mental courage and inquisitiveness. It can 

to-day ask any intelligence who or what he is, and also \vhence, ~rhy, 

and ho'v he came. This .advance changes immensely the n1utual 

relations of the two worlds, and multiplies and intensifies the in­

ducements to construct and keep open high,vays of trav~l bet\\'een 

them. Teaching us, as spirits no\v do, that the processes and helps 

for return .are all provided for in the comp1·ehensive economy of 

broad Nature, and that they themsel\·es a.re advancing in kno\vl­

edge of and po\ver over the elements, forces, instrumentalities, and 
processes which they use when approaching and acting upon man 

and matter, there is ground for . expectii~g that their travels earth­

ward will constantly become more frequent, and their familiarity 

with us, and ours with them, will increase as fast as 've become fit­

ted to receive benefit from their n1ore constant intercourse 'vith us. 

Within the last twenty-five years many millions of earth's inhabit­

ants have become convinced .that some departed friends revisit us 

for our enlightenment and elevation. Science has failed for a quar­

ter of a century to give the \vorld, by her accuston1ed forces and 

processes, an acceptable and satisfactory explan_ation of the cause 

of the phenomena called spiritual, and she no'v begins to admit the 

action of a psychic or spiritual force. The _promises of this hour 

are, that the existence of spirituaJ phenomena among us is to be 

embraced in the catalogue of natural occurrences, and regarded by 

the world as one of Hea·ven's established processes for elevating 
man. Is the process ne·w· ? No ; most surely, No. 

Appearances of spirits to mortals occurred as far back as human 

history reaches, and they have ne,~er been entirely discontinued. 

The disetnbodied have been seen and heard by some n1en in every 

known nation and age. Faith .in their advent, ho,vever, had been 
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dropping out of the mind of Protestant Christendon1 ''ery fast, from 

early in the eighteenth century to near the middle of the nineteenth, 

when it \\'as seldom avo\ved. l\frs. Fox and her little daughters, at 

the ,·illage of Hydesville, N.Y., on the evening of l\farch 31, 1848, 

discovered that the author of certain mysterious noises could 

'' count ten." Ho\v great a matter that little fire kindled ! Circunl­

stances soon made it the 'vorld~s 'vonder, and induced thousands, 

both on earth and in spirit abodes, to inquire 'vhether there 'vas 

provision " in the nature of things " for voluntary and legitimate 

l"eturn by departed men. The visitor at IIydesville gave no indica­

tion of possessing cloven hoofs; and during the t""enty-fiye inter­

, .. ening years since he knockE1d at the cottage door, spirits have 

been eagerly seeking avenues, and a'railing themselves of facilities 

for recommunings with their lo,7ed on~s left here on earth, .. and for 

elucidating the laws, conditions, and l)rocesses of their return. 

During centuries immediately preceding 1692, con1ers fron1 out 

the unseen had generally, by P1·otestants especially, been regarded 

as the Evil One or his imps, and "rere met in the spirit of deter­

mined and deadly hostility. BeHef that be and his could do their 

peculiar kind of mighty wo1·ks only through son1e e1nboclied 

human being, who had voluntarily covenanted ~vith lt·im to be his 

obedient servant, made kindly, \vise, and beneficent spirits perceive 

that their access to man was unadvisable, because they sa"' that 

mischief outcoming from such a faith "'ould be sho\vered upon any 

person whom they should be known to approach. That diabolical 

faith, that formidable bar to familiar and beneficent advent of spirits 

to mortals, was mortally ruptured by the strains it encountered \vhen 

it 'vrought up and executed the horrid tragedy of Salem \vitchcraft, 

and the wounds it then experienced soon extinguished its \\'oeful ef­

ficiency. Salem Village was a battle-ground on \vhich \vorld-,vide 

mental emancipation from a cloister-born and direful dogma \vas 

achieved. 

From that time forth the American mind \vas gradually etnanci. 

pating itself from slavery to diabolism, and gaining freedom ·of 
2 

• 
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thought and philosophical tendencies, so that \Vhen, in 1848, a spi1·it 
knocked at the door of a human habitation, instead of being anathe­

matized as the devil, and having the door shut in his face, he was 

asked \Vho he 'vas and ''Thy he came. Though his answ_er failed to 

define a very welcome guest, it \Vas at once seen that a road "·hich 

gaYe him access might be trod by more welcome feet ; and better 

spirits, finding that visits by them would no\v be tolerated, and that 

no faith devilward would harm the friends in earth life in conse­

quence of being visited by supernals, soon began to mingle in the 

crowd of travelers earth\vard. All qualities and classes of the de .. 

parted have been coming- some to give and some to receive affec­

tion, pleasure, and instruction ; some for fun, frolic, and 'vaggery ; 

some in deep earnest, to give joyful tidings or \vise iust1·uctions, to 

bathe ane\v in the waters of reciprocal affection with their friends 

on earth, or to lure men on in the \vays of wisdom, philanthropy, 

and holiness. The high,vay they travel is free to all \vho can com­

ply \vi th the conditions of the return journey, and therefore repre­

sentatiYes of all classes that have graduated from ea1·th avail them­

selves of the facilities for return. 'l'hu~, at Hydes,7ille in 1848, 

civility to,vard a distressed spirit inaugurated a ne\v era of spit·it inter­

course with man. Japan like, Protestant Ch1·istendom then opened 

her ports to those 'vhon1 she, through many ages, had denied ad­

n1ission, or maltreated if perchance they can1e to her unin·vited. 

'V e apprehend that it is a very prevalent opinion among all 

classes of minds that genuine spirits, if such ever inspire ~farvel 

Workers, can, if so disposed, operate whenever, 'vherever, and just 

as men may ask them to. Sen1i-Omnipotence and Otuniscience are 

fancied to inhere in them. . Such a notion is born of an egregious 

misapprehension of facts, if the teachings of spirits are correct. 

J esu~, " because of their unbelief, did not many mighty '\Yorks " in 

his o'vn country and among his acquaintances. Recent disclosures 

render it probable, altnost certain, that the unbelief there designated 

was a lack of the auras and other conditions needful to spirit oper­

ations. Common n1ental unbelief in the minds of his kindred and 
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acquaintances seentingly "·ould have been an incentive to his put­

ting forth in their presence tuarvels enough to convince thctn that 

he \Vas comn1issioned fro1n on high ; it \Vould have been a cogent 

reason for his doing n1ore "mighty \Vorks " in his O\Yll country than 

in any other place. But obviou~ly the staten1ent is essentially 

without intelligible purport, unless the nature of the " unbelief" re­

ferred to \vas, in and of itself, a bar to such performances. 'Ve 

bave become convinced, as \vill appear in the body of this "·ork, 

that belief,faitlt, 'llnbelief, and Holy Ghost \vere frequently used in 

the Scriptures to designate mediutnistic states and conditions. 

The lack of suitable facilities at a particular time made Jesus un­

able to perform marvels freely and extensively among his o'vn peo­

ple. That lack of 1·ight conditions \vas expressed by the \vord 

unbelief. Such conditions, probably, \Yere 11hysical n1uch n1ore 

than mental or moral. 

The assertions of spirits very generally, and their many observed 

failures to operate 'v here their disposition to do so is manifest, teach 

that the conditions needful to their successful \Vorkings of tnarvels 

are ,-ery nice, and not constantly attainable. Seen1ingly they n1ust 

be able to comn1and and manipulate the auras of all strong-,villed 

spirits and n1ortals immediately present at a seance, and thence 

produce an harmonious con1pound aura to use as an es~ential in­

stt·umentality for distinct communication to n1an. This compound 

they can make only \vhere they can con1mand son1e distinguishing 

properties 'vhich exist abundantly in such organisn1s as are termed 

mediumistic; and this they can seldom do, e\'en \vhen near by a 

mediun1, if either atmospheric conditions or the mental states of 

bystanders are very strongly unfavorable. Do you ask "·hy your 

friend, n1aking a return voyage across the spirit ocean, does not 

steer his bark into your "·aters? 'rhe 11r~bable reason is, that 

nature has given to your harbor neither anchorage-ground, space, 

nor deep '"ater. Nature bars hitn out from you as effectually as 

she does ocean steamers from inland to\vns. The stationarv d\veller 
• 

on the sides of Mount Hoosac may, perhaps, almost as rationally 
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disbelieYe in the advent of huge steamers to New Yo1·k, because 

none such ever ascend the little tributary to the Housatonic, that 
t·uns by his door, as you may doubt the return of any spirits be­

cause none of them ever made your premises their port of entry. 

Natural obstacles to their close grappling 'vith gross matter are great 

euough to make the perceptible return of most spirits a somewhat 

difficult and exhausting process at any time ; and it is entirely im­

practicable excepting where a special quality of a compound aura 

can be generated, kept, and supplied. This aura, compound prob­

ably of emanations from or properties of both spirits and men, was 

in the Bible often called the Holy Ghost- that is, a 'vhole, or sound, 
or '"holesome spirit, or aura, or breath, or attnosphere. " Holy" 
is from the same root as "'vhole," and often signifies soundness, 

completeness, excellence ; while " Ghost" is a translation of the 

Greek pneun'la, which is sometimes _rendered spirit, sometimes 

wind, and sometimes ghost. A sound or helpful aura is all that 

the phras~ holy ghost need import, unless something in the context 

where it is used requires its greater extension. 

'Vhat makes some persons very much mo.re susceptible than oth­
ers are to mesmeric influences, or the forces which emanate from 

embodied minds? It is probably some peculiarities of constitution, 

temperaments, or fluids. This is a vague reply, but it is as definite 

as our kno,vledge permits; and \vho will tell us more and better? 
Something causes the differences in men's susceptibility to the ac­

tion of mesmeric passes ; and the same something probably causes 

some persons to be much more subject to the action of disembodied 

minds than others are. It is through none but susceptible persons· 

that spirits can make their presence manifest, and put fot·th their 

thoughts in human language. And even "'ithin such limits, still 

narrO\Ver bounds connnt! them. Long-continued observation ~each­
es that there must be harmonious coalescings or blendings bet,veen 

the spheres or auras of not only the controlling spirit and the sub­

ject he operates upon, but bet,veen the spirit bands then attendant 

upon the controller and the controlled. Harmony and affinity far 
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around are needful to success. 'fhe reader 'vill find, 'vhen he comes 

to the experience of Daniel, that he had to \vait in mourning three 

full \veeks before the services of a special spirit could ue had, 

whose po"·ers 'vere nicely adapted to meet his needs. But the 

simple presence of the coalescent auras, or magnetisms, or spheres, 

is not all that the case requires. These auras are but ra\v nlateri­

als out of "·hich spirits construct grappling irons, by \vhich to hold 

themsel,·es to matter, and also Yarious· other' implements by 'vhich 

to operate upon n1atter and man. Possibly the nervous fluid by 

aid of "~hich any individual's mind is enabled to control his body, 

is as good an emblen1 of the need and offices of the aura essential 

to spirit action among us, as anything else that science atten1pts to 

deal 'vith. "' 

'Vhat are the marvelous works of the present age, \\yhich have 

called forth such a re-examination of ancient marvels and mar­

vel 'vorkers, as 1·esulted in the cotnposition of these pages? 

'Vhat the prominent mighty ""orks \Vhich have been \Vrought out 

through spirit n1ediums? Little raps, and tippings of tables, came 

first. Soon there followed many fluent and occasionally lofty and 

polished utterances through the lips of some \vho had ne,,.er learned. 

Sometimes, too, the utterances "·ere in languages \vhich the seeming 

spea!iers 'vere entirely ignorant of. Anon, pencils in the hands of 

either the educated or the illiterate would record all grades of com­

position, from the nonsensical, botched, and foolish, to the profound, 

methodical, polished, and 'vise. Many a time, too, the pencil has 

done its O\vn writing \vithout help, so far as man could. see. Clair­

voyance and clairaudience have been unfolded, which let individ­

uals see and hear spirits, describe their appearances, forn1s, and 

dress, and rep'ort their \vords of hate or folly, of love or 'visdom. 

Again, these spirits "'ould signify their presence by touch, and give 

to a friend precisely the sensation he \Vould experience if his arm 

or any part of hi~ body 'vas grasped, patted, or presseu, by a veri­

table hand of flesh and bones. Furniture, untouched by human 

limb or by machinery, has tipped out responses to inquiries. \Va-
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ter has been changed into 'vine. A man has been slowly raised 

from the floor so high that he chalk-marked the ceiling overhead, 

ten feet above the floor, and 'vas let down again gently as ·a dove. 

Internal surgical operations upon the human system have been 

most beneficially performed by spirits. 'fhey have even ove1·com·! 

the hold of paralysis by entering · into the paralytic, and then, by 

applying a foreign \Vill power to the nerves of motion, have exer­

cised the crippled limb till it became sound. They have given hear­

ing to the deaf, sight to the blind, speech to the· dumb, po,ver of 

locomotion to the crippled, and health to the sick of almost every 

variety of malady. Also they have given comfort to the mourning 

and bereaved, joy to the desponding, faith to the infidel, and dem­

onstration of a life beyond the grave to the 'vorld. To all such 

performances the \Vriter a vows himself a pe1·sonal \'fitness. l\rlany 
'" 

other striking \Vorks haYe come out up~n and around ·mediums re-

markable for physical manifestations. Such have been transported 

through the air and over broad \Vaters by unseen forces; hnve had 

put upon their necks and wrist-s- solid iron rings \vhich could not 

admit the passage of head or hand, and had the same removed. 

Spirits have enabled a hand to hold live coals of fire '"ithout being 

burned. Odic or spirit lights they often· produce ; they play upon 

a great Yariety of musical instruments ; they transport tna.tetial ob­

jects from place to pla.ce, and often over great distances. They 
./ 

are, recently, in great numbers, so materializing themsel\"'es, as to 

be visible to the external eyes of many persons simultaneously, and 

large numbers of them haYe been photographed. 

Some portions of such occurrences abound in every city, town, 

and hamlet. The ostensible authors of these are of all ages, con­

ditions, characters, and attainments. These marvels have been ex­

hibited before_ a scrutinizing ·,vorld for t\venty-flve yeat·s \vithout 

being satisfactorily accounted for by Science; they claim to be pro­

duced by spirits, and are establishing claims for 1·ecognition among 

things fraught \Vith imtnense influences upon man for good or for 

evil ; and thus they invite to themselves the careful and candid ex-
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amination of all philanthropists. One of their effects has been the 

generation of light, in \vhich the Bible here spreads out before the 
• 

public eye those of its o\vn pages \vhich tell the story of their O\Vn 

birth. It is an intelligible story, compreHensible by reason, in har­

mony \Vith nature, and can be adopted by con11non sense and ration­

al philosophy, if it be in accordance \Yith the facts. Does such ac-
, 

cordance exist? Read on and see. 

426 DUDLEY STREET, BOSTON HIGHLANDS, 

May 15, 1873. 

ALLEN PUTNAll. 

P. S. A 1·eason may be asked \vhy we have departed frotn cus­

tom, and used the words to sense, sens1~ng, andforesensing. Spirits, 

through mediunts, and mediums, too, '\\·hen "in the spirit," o1· en­

tranced, speak of their senses as being, seemingly, all con1bined . 
into one faculty of perception, so that seeing, hearing, tasting, feel-

ing, and smelling are not ~uch distinct sensations with them as \vith 

mortals in their ordinary condition. Spirits and mediums often use 

the "'ord sense as a Yerb. That example '"e have frequently fol­

lo\ved. vV c might haYe \Vritten perceive, but preferred to sny sense, 

deeming the latter expressive of quicker perception and n1ore per­

suasive kno\vledge. 

1"his publication is an unpremeditated side issue from another and 

more labored one in \\'hich we propose to exhibit the sitnilarities 

aud distinctions 'vhich exist bet,veen what \Vas called 'loitchcraft, 

centuries ago, and the Spiritualisn1 of to-day. 

After 've had finiRhed putting in manuscript our gatherings from 

the Bible, to be used in elucidation of those subjectg, 'Ye pcrcri,·ed 

that the matter \Vas vastly n1ore in quantity than there "·oultl be 

occasion to use in constructing the \Yolk for \vhich the con1pilation 

bad been specially made. 

Believing that many perso1~s may be interested in vie\vs ''"hich 
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in,~est the Bible in new charms for us, 've here put them forth, 

though in a less thot·ough and finished manner than 've should have 
• 

labored fo1· had '"e contemplated their separate publication origi-

nally. The "·ork ~s sent forth as but a 'pioneer to blaze a route 

along 'vhich others n1ay perhaps be pleased to construct a smoother, 

more substantial, and satisfactory pathw·ay to kno,vledge of some . 
immediate fountains of n1an's inspiration in all ages. 

A. P. 

Should any reader desire to look at facts and philosophy 'vhich 

generate such Yie\vs as perv·ade the follo,ving pages, he can find . 
much information, ~'ery clearly stated in scholarly n1anner, in such 

"·orks as " 1\'Iental :1\'ledicine '' and " ~len tal Cure," by Rev. "'r· F •. 
' ~ 

Evans, in "The Debatable Land," by Robert Dale Owen, in " Spirit 

~Ianifestations," by Adin Ballou, in "Planchette ; or, the Despair 
• 

of Science," by Epes Sargent, and in many othe1· works from vari­
ous authors "yho have been inspired penmen. 



MARVEL ~V ORICERS. 

JOHN, THE REVELATOR. 

THE first verse of tl1e book of Revelation reads 
as follows: '' The Revelation of Jesus Cl1ri8t, which 
Gocl ga,Te unto hiin t~ sho'v unto l1is servants tl1ings 
which must sl1ortly con1e to pass; a11d he sent and sig­
nified it, by l1is angel, unto l1is servant Jol1n.'' 

That verse teacl1es that the revelatio11 'vas in some 
sense from God, who i1nparted it to Jesus Cl1rist; 
Christ then imparted it to an a11gel, and sent l1im forth 
as the bearer of a message, wl1ich he i1n1Jarted to J ol1n 
wl1ile he 'vas "in the spirit,'' or 'vas e11tranced. John, 
Rev. i. 10, says,'' I 'vas in the spirit 011 tl1e Lord's clay, 
a11cl I heard behind me a great voice, . . . and, 12, I 
t11rned to see the voice that spal{e with 1ne ; and, 17, 
'vl1en I saw him I fell at l1is feet as cleacl; and he 
laid his hand upon n1e, saying t111to me, Ifear not ; I 
am the first and the last: 18, I am l1e that liveth and 
was clead, and bel1old, I live forevermore.'' 

It will be noticed that this personage, wl1o was 
hearcl ancl seen by John, and at 'vhose feet he fell as 
dead, spoke and communicated l1is revelation '''l1en 
John was in the spirit. 'Vhat condition did he intend .. 
to signify by tl1at phrase? '' The first voice 'vl1icl1 I 
heard, iv. 1, was as it 'vere of a trumpet talking with 

25 . 
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me, and, 2, immediately I was in the spirit." There­
fore he heard the trumpet before he was in tl~e spirit;,. 
and immediately afterward passed into a state which 
could hardly l1ave been l1is normal one. At the sound 
of the trll:mpep his condition "ras changed. A Stlp­

positioil that he was entranced is very natural. "fhis 
being in the spirit was obviously some abnormal con­
dition, very like entrancement, into which John was 
thrown by the action of untlStlally near and operative. 
spi~it presence. 

vVl1o ~as the _angel that Jesus sent to John, that 
he migl1t make tl1e Revelation and show unto the 
servants of Jesus '' things that must shortly come 
to pass" ? The trtte, the unquestionably true, a.nd 
very instructive answer is \vritten in the Revelation 
itself, xxii. 8, 9: "I John saW these things ancl heard 
them, and I fell dow11 to worship before tl1e feet 
of the a'1ligel which show eel me these things. Then 
he saith unto me, See thou clo it not ; for I am thy 
fellow-servant, and Gj thy brethren tl~e prophets. vV or­
ship Goll." It l1ad l)revio~sly - been written, xix. 10, 
as follo,vs : -

''And I fell at his feet to worshii) l1im. And l1e said 
unto me~ SeA thou do it not. I an1 thy fellow-servant, _ 
and of thy bretl1ren tl1at l1ave tl1e testimony of ,Jesus. 
"\tV orship God; for the testin1ony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy." That commu11icating angel, that im 
me~ate. inspirer of John, \Vas Jolm's ''fello\v-servant,'' 
a11d was one of his '' brethren the propl1ets; '' yet l1e 
so impressed John, that even l1e 'vl1o l1imself had 
'' the testimony of J eSllS,'' that is, had '' the S}Jirit of 
prophe~y,'' even he, fell down to worship this brother 
prophet, and was stopped by tl1e angel's statement 
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at l1e \Vas but Joh11's fello,v-servant, and that God 
as tl1e Jlroper object of 'vorsl1i1). Tl1us 011 tl1e ' 'ery 

eurface of the Bible itself lies l)roof that at lea~t one 
of its bool(s was notl1ing else tl1a11 a descriptio11 of 
prese11tations a11d a state1nent of communicatioilS fur­
Bishecl by a SI)irit to a11d tl1rough tl1e org~a11is1n of 
Jol1n, a11d proof also tl1at J ol111 'vas so im1)res~ecl by 
tl1e appeara11ce and influe11ce of a returning 1)ropl1et 
as to deem l1im God, for he fell down to \Vorsl1ip l1i1n. 

'Vl1at was the appearance of one manifesting spirit? 
He \vas, i. 13, ''like unto the Son of '11tan, clotlied 
with a garme11t do,vn to tl1e foot ; l1is l1ead a11d l1is 
l1airs ""ere white like wool, as wl1ite as snow; and 
his eyes were as a f1an1e of fire ; a11d l1is feet lilre tlnto 
fine brass, as if tl1ey burned in a furnace.'' Sucl1 is 
a biblical description of the appearance of one Libli­
cal angel; of an ar1gel wl1o seemingly saitl of l1i111self, 
''I am the first and the last ; I am l1e tl1at li vetl1 and 
'vas dead; and l1~hold, I live forever1nore." _Yes, tl1e 
narrative seemingly malres eitlier J estls or l1is messetl­
ger-his angel-whom he sent to John, claitn for 
himself eternal duratio11, both in the past and tl1e 
future. His meaning possibly may l1ave l1een or~;ly 

that he was mecliately a representative of the Eternal 
One. The foregoing accot1nt furnishes the follo,ving 
facts:-
1. The t·evelation, in some sense, 

was from . • • . 
2. It was the revelation of . . 
3. It was a revelation by • • 
4. It was a revelation to a man • 
5. The commttnicating angel was 

God. 
J estts Cl1rist. 
an t:tngel. 
''in tl1e SI)irit.'' 
a huma~ Sl)irit. 

6. That a11gel 'vas, or appeared 
to be, • • . . clotl1ed. 
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These six points are severally worthy of remem­
bra11ce, and elicit a few comments. 

First. Modern opinion, as n1olded and directed 
both by the scie11tific thought of the ti1nes and by 
the revealments of spirits, generally refers all occur­
rences to One I11finite Source of Power, whence all 
things emanate by law. Ho,vever much minds mas.,. · 
differ as to who or 'vhat that One Infinite is, a gerler­
al habit exists of referring all thi11gs to. l1im or it as 
primal cause. There 'vill. be general assent to the 
statement tl1at tl1e revelatio11 of ,Jesus Christ was in 
some sense tl1at '' \Vl1ich God gave unto him.'' 

Second. There p1 .. obably will be 'vicle differences in 
opinion as to "\Vl1ether a per.')onal God gave definite 
instrt1ctions to Jesus. Was that done ? or di(l Jesus, 
of his o''rn volitio11, using at discretio11 the .po\vers and 
faculties he had derived from the It1finite Source, 011 

which l1e ever felt depenclence, and to 'v hich, under 
the name of :B.,ather, l1e referred all things- clid he 
01"iginate the Revelation? It is callecl the Revela­
tion of Jesus Christ, and therefore may be consiclered 
as originati.ng with hin1 i11 the sense in " Thich the 
word originate is usually applied to mental produc­
tions. 

Third. An angel was sent to an embodied ma11 by 
Jesus. Such a process for commlinication fi·o1n out 
the heavens was in l1armony with tl1e declared metll­
ods of eminent spirits at tl1e prese11t da:r· \Ve are 
told that tl1e higher intelligences make 111uch use of 
the lower as messengers and telegrapl1ers. Emi11ent 
ones, and especially associations of en1inent ones, talre 
more or· less supervision of vast nt11nbers of 1)eople 
011 the eartl1,· and emplOJ7 hosts of other spirits as 
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their agents in commt111icating with and acting upon 
man. 

Fot1rtl1. As to-day, so in olden times, the recil)i­
ents of revelations fro1n ot1t ti1e tinseen, 'vere some­
times put i11to '' tl1e spirit,'' or into trance- a co11cli­
tion in \vhicl1 either their ow11 perceptions 'vere 
q uiQlrened, and tl1eir own understandings enlarg'ecl, or 
in which tl1ey were made to be simpljr orga11s for 
uttering things beyond their own kno,viedge or po,v­
ers of comprehension. 

Fiftl1. The fact tl1at an angel, 'vho hacl once been 
a l1uman spirit, was the immediate commtl.nicator to 
John, requires us to regard "one, and, so far as tl1e rec­
ords 'vill sustain the course, permits us to regard any 
other communicator through prophets ancl apostles, 
as l1aving once been a11 intelligence inhabiting a mor­
tal body on this earth. 

Sixth. l\foder11 carpers have sometimes pronounced 
it absurd that a spirit, deemed to be in itself almost ab­
solutely an in1materiality, should appear to ''rear sub­
stantial clothing. The fact of seeing spirits i11 robes is 
not new in our day, for an angel appeared ..,to J ol1n, 
''clothed with a garment do,vn to ti1e foot, a11d girt 
abot1t the paps with a golden girdle." / It 'vould be 
hard to name among all eartl1's metals and substa11ces 
many things more substantial tha11 J oh11's vision-seen, 
New Jerusalem, which was '' ptlre golcl, lilre tlnto 
clear glass.'' Appearances of firmest materiality are 
not evidence against ti1e essential spirituality of ob-
jects. 

An intelligent mind can hardly fail to perceive, tt 
candid one, seemingly, must admit, that the boo}{ of 
Revelatio11 contains in itself proof that its o\vn im-



30 MARVEL WORKERS. 

mediate communicator was an angel, and that that 
angel 'vas tl1e spirit of one of the old prophets. 'Vho­
ever newly finds such facts, and has been previoltsly 
a believer in tl1e infallibility of all Bible teachings, must 
be very rasl1ly predetern1i11ed not to admit tl1at l1is 
o'vn creed as to biblical inspiration ma;r be exteilsive­
ly erroneous, if l1e shrinks from looking at such evi­
dence as the Bible itself shall furnish tl1at soine otl1er . 
bool{s in that volume l1ad fi11ite intelligences for tl1eir 
authors. "\Ve reqt1est lovers of the Bible to hold in 
abeyance for a little time any long-cherisl1ed notions 

I 

~s to who dictated the 'vords ancl 'vho performed the 
mighty 'vorks found in that book, and without bias 
go with us in search of the ir1struction ''1'hich tl1at 
volume itself furnishes relative to tl1e g'rade of intel­
ligences whose opinions and performances are tl1ere 
I'ecorded for our instruction. Biblical facts and trltths 
can hardly be deemed dangerous, viewed in any lig·ht 
whatsoever, which science or experience can bi'ing to 
their elt1cidation. 

The substance of one book- tl1e Revelatio11- . 
was furnisl1ed by a finite spirit making presentations 
and tlttering words · to one 111an when l1e "\Vas abnor­
mally '"in the spirit.'' If one book was t.hus fur- · 
nisl1ed, why may not tl1e substance of others have 
been furnished in the same or a sir11ilar man11er? 
'Vhy is it 11ot the first a11d fairest prest1mptio11 that 
the method was essentially tl1e same i11 prodt1cing the 
otl1er books? Science, philosopl1y, and common sense 
unite in sayi11g that sucl1 presu1nption will stand firm 
until it is shown- not n1erely assumed, but shown­
tl1at some other of the books i11 the Bible 'vere in­
spired by a defined agent differing in 11att1re from a 

• 
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finite it1telliget1ce, an(l by })rocesses cliffere11t fro111 tl1at 
of putting a l1u1nan org·a11ism i11to '' tl1e Sl)irit '' or 
ti .. ance, a11cl tl1e11 using it for tl1e in1partation of trutl1s 
and facts fro111 the 'vorlcl t111see11. 'Vl1atever tl1i11gs 
are l{tlO,VIl to 11ertai11 to one of a class raise fair lJre­
Stlmptioil tl1at tl1e lilre pertai11 to eacl1 otl1er n1e1n ber 
of the san1e class. 

Tl1e recor(ler of tl1e boolr of Revelation appears to 
have bee11 an entra11ced seer and hearer, bt1t 11ot a 
'vorl{er of signs and 'vonders. If he 'vas in early life 
'' ti1e disciple \Vl1om Jesus loved,''- if l1e 'vas tl1e 
autl1or of ti1e Gospel accordi11g to J ol111, a11cl of ti1ree 
short but te11der ancl lovi11g Epistles to the early 
Christians,- his entrance1nent wroug·ht i11 l1i1n 'von­
derful transformatio11 as a 'vriter. Si1111)le ancl perS})ic­
uous, especially i11 his Epistles, l1e rises to tl1e grancl, 
mystical, gorgeous, terrific, and obsct1re 'vhe11 uncler 
tl1e angelic afflatus. 

Having tl1t1s designated the immediate teacl1er of 
John, ancl sho,vn that he was not tl1e li1fi11ite Gocl, 
but a departed human spirit, and in doi11g tllat · llav­
ing· indicated our sta11d-points of observatio11 a11cl 
judgments, and also 'v hither biblical facts 1nay leacl tt::;, 

\ve shall soo11 give attention to son1e otl1er Liblical 
\Vritings and personages con11ected 'vith marvels, 
bringing tl1em forth in such order as may be judgecl 
most conducive to an intelligible and instructive pres­
entation of the general subject. 

JEHOVAH. 

CLASSIC literature sl1o,vs clearly tl1at the gods of 
the ancient gentiles were often understood by their 



32 MARVEL WORKERS. 

worshipers to be _the deified spirits of men. The 
Jews necessarily felt the influence and were much 
swa:yed by the conceptions and practices of the na­
tions surrounding them. And tl1ough some minds 
among them conceived of a Most High and of anAl­
rnighty God, wl1o was far above deified spirits of men, 
still such minds made much use of the words Eloltim 
a11d Adonai to designate invisible intelligences tl1at 
ruled over them a11d demanded their obedience. Tl1e 
''rords Elohim and Adonai are both plural, ancl each 
often signifies gods or spirits, and not necessarily one 
sole Spiritual Ruler. JEHOVAH, no doubt, designated 
a being higher than departed spirits ever are. 

In this worlc we are treating of the Bible as it is 
give11 11s in tl1e English language. In our Bibles tl1e 
word JEHOVAH occurs only four times- Ex. vi. 3, 
Ps. lxxxiii. 18, Isa. xii. 2, and xxvi. 4. In otlr ver­
sion 've find JEHOVAH prayed to only once, and that 
in tl1e Psalm. Isaiah speaks to l1im as his salvation, 
his strength, and his .song, or as the source of po\ve~ 
and inspiration. But l1e is no,vhere in the English 
Bible spoken of as an actor. We are 11ot told any­
thing that he did. · Tl1~ Psalmist, by praying to hi~, 
in1plied· his faitl1 that JEHO~.AH could act; and per­
haps the propl1et, in calling l1im his salvation, stre11gth, 
and song, imp1ied that l1e had tl1e same belief. We 
are a'vare tl1at a better translatio11 of tl1e Bible wot1ld 
bring JEHOVAH before tl1e English reader much more 
frequently, and show him under different aspects. 

But in the received version enough is furnishecl to 
make it apparent that some of the J e'vs had conceptions 
of, a11d sometimes called upon, a Being whom they con­
ceived to be far above " deified spirits- conceived to 
be a Supreme Source- to be our God of to-day. 
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It is obviotts, also, tl1at if \Ve l1atl a 111ore co11sistcnt 
rencleri11g of tl1e IIebre\v i11to Otlr lang·ung·e, 've shoultl 
see Int1cl1 111ore ascribecl to JEIIOVJ\.FI than \Ve 110\V tlo. 

' nt1cl alclo, a11cl especiall.Y, is it obvious that 've sl1oultl 
see tnucl1 111ore co11sulting of anll obedience to Elol1i111 
ancl Atlonai- i. e., to gotls or S}Jirits, i11 tl1e 'vor~l1i1) 
of tl1e J €\VS. 'Vbe11 SOlne COllllJete11t }Jel'SOll sl1all g'iVC 

tts tl1e IIebre\v Scriptures i11 a11 Englisl1 dress, i11 \Vl1icl1 
the 'vords J el1oval1, Adonai, a11cl Elol1in1 sl1all be t111i­
for111ly 1nade to present their just sig'nifica11ce, \ve 111ay 

:finc.l tl1at the God of tl1e wor~hiping Je,vs 'vas qt1ite 
as often s11irits as l1e 'vas Tl1e Aln1igl1ty One. 

The fact tl1at either a\ve or reverence lce1)t tl1at 
people fro1n freqt1e11t lttterance of tl1e \Vorcl JEIIOV.A.H 
i11dicates tl1e possibility- ot1gl1t \Ve 11ot to say })rob­
ability ? -that they held tl1eir Sl)iritual co1nmut1ings 
mostly 'vith beings of less A ,vful ~Iajesty tl1an l1e 
wl1ose 11ame .they shranlr from speah:ing- tl1at tl1ey 
communed with Elol1im and Adonai- 'vitl1 S})irits. 

'V e think the reader will fincl St1fficie11t eVi(leilCe as 
l1e goes on to satisfy l1imself tl1at tl1e term LORD ofte11, 
and that tl1e term God frequently, if not generall)r, 
'vas employed by J e\vish worshipers a11d writers to 
designate bei11gs wl1om they conceived to be inferior 
to Jehovah - i11ferior to our God. 

ABRAHAlVI. 

PASSING by the experiences and worl{s of Noah, 
an<.l some otl1ers named i11 tl1e eaTlier cl1apters of tl1e 
Bible, b)r ancl arot1nd \Vl1o1n mar,relous 'vorks are saitl 
to l1a.ve occurrecl, 've read, i11 Ge11. xv., tl1at '' tl1e 
Lorcl came u11to Abram in a vision, . . . sayi11g, 
Tell the stars, if thou be able to nt1mber them, . • • 

3 
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so shall thy seed be." The childless old man believed 
tl1e promise in st1ch manner that l1is faith was cot1nted 
t~nto him for rigl1teousness; a11d yet his mental faith 
i11 the sure co1ni11g of so1ne thir1gs the11 promised by 
the Lord 'vas falt~ring, for he asked, ''Whereby sl1all 
I know tl1at I sl1all inherit the lancl in which I now 
am ? '' Tl1e ans,ver 'vas given mainl~y in deeds, not 
words; it came in action upon the qt1estioner himself, 
for '' wl1en the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram, and lo, a l1orror of great darkness fell 
upon him." St1ch terms poi11t to something more 
tl1an natural sleep. Intense black11ess is 110 uncom­
mon herald of entrancement, or vision, with medit1ms 
to-day, Whose experience, therefore, is expla11atory of 
the state in which Abram soon found l1imself. '' And 
when the st1n went down, and it was clark, bel1old, a 
smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed be­
tween " certain pieces of a l1eifer, of a she-goat, a.nd 
of a ram, whicl1 Abram, by command, l1ad previously . 
slain, Ctlt tlp, '' a11d laid each piece one against an­
other.'' If the smol\:ing furnace and burning lamp 
1nean nattlral fire and light procluced by man's common 
processes, the 'vords are devoid of any 1narvelous sig­
nificance. Obviously they were designed to state t11e 
existence and presence of abnormal lights there and 
then. Tl1ose ligl1ts ''rere exhibited 'vhen it was cla'rlc. 
It is not wonderful that any exl1ibitor of fireworl{S 
shot1ld defer display till the sl1ades of 11ight come on; 
but son1e may possibly inquire wl1y mention sl1ould be 
made of the fact tl1at it 'vas not till ''the sun was go­
ing down ' ' that the ''deep sleep,'' or e11trancement, 
came upon this host of tl1e Lord. No answer will be 
attempted, beyond the single statement that evening 



ADRAHAl\I. 35 

and nigl1t are generally fou11cl more favoral)lc for 1nost 
kinds of SI)irit operations lll)Oll l1t1man bei11gs tl1a11 
mitltlay. Tl1e recor(ler of Abra1n~s experier1ces n1ay 
ha·ve l1acl renso11s, (lra\vn from l\:tlO\vle(lge of ]a,,vs or 
conditions of spirit control, 'vl1icl1 macle l1i1n tl1us llar­
ticttlar i11 spccifyi11g tl1at he 'vas operatecl ttpo11, a11d 
had his vision opened, cluring· or after ti1e llottrs of 
waning light. 

After l1is 11a111e had been chang eel to A bral1an1, 
'' tl1e Lor(l appeare(l llnto l1im," x'riii., in ti1e forn1s 
of'' tl1ree me11," whom l1e add.resse(l as ''my· Lor(l," 
saying, '' l\'ly Lord, if no'v I l1ave fou11cl favor i11 tl1y 
sigl1i, pass 11ot a'vay; '' tl1at is, sto1) 'vitll n1e a wl1ile, 
rest under tl1e tree, ·'vasl1, and tal\:e son1ething to cat. 
Yes, l1e COilceivecl that tl1at Lortl \vho tl1e11 a11peared 
unto l1im 'vas subject to alll1uma11 wa11ts. \\7 l1e11 l1e 
and Sarah, l1is \Vife, l1ad pre1)ared a meal, '' l1e stood 
by the· three men u11der tl1e tree, a1ld tltey clicl eat.'' 
So Abraham thougl1t. Did l1e cleem st1cl1 visitors tl1e 
infinite 1\'lal{er and R·nler of all \Vorlcls ? tl1e 011e 
on1niscient and infallible Teacher ? Only extrctne 
creclt1lity can conceive that l1e clid. 1'11e rttles of 
grammar are cot1fusingly set at defiance i11 tl1e Ilarra­
tive ; yet tl1e reacler is force<.l to fi11cl tl1at '' tl1e Lorcl" 
which appearecl, ancl '' tny Lor(l '' 'vl1om Abral1an1 acl­
dressed, 'vere, accor(ling to l1is a11prehe11sion, tl1ree 
men, ancl such men as '' clicl eat." "fl1ese men '' rose 
up, ancl lool\:ed to,var<1,'' or startecl on tJ1e '"a}r to­
\Var(.l, '' Sodon1.'' '' .t\.11d tl1ere caine,'' xix., '~ t\VO 

men to Sodo1n at even, . . . ancl Lot, seeing the111, 
ro~e up to meet tl1em, • . • and tl1e}r turnetl i11 lltlto 

hi1n, ancl entered into l1is l1ouse, and tl1ey clicl ~at." 
And when the Sodomites ''pressed sore UI)On tl1e 
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man, even Lot, and came near to break the door, ..• 
the men ptlt fortl1 their hand, and pulled Lot into the 
house, . . . and smote the men tl1at 'vere at tl1e door 
with blinclness; ... ar1d 'vl1en the 1norning arose, 
tl1en tl1e angels l1astened Lot'' away from l1is l1o1ne. 

In ti1e above account of the operations of tl1ose 
who macle themselves visible to tnortal eyes just pre­
ceding the destruction of Sodom, the terms '' the 
Lord,'' ''my Lorcl,'' ''three men,'' ''two men,'' and 
'' tl1e angels " were intercl1angeably used to designate 
the author or authors of both the prop)lecy tl1at 
Abral1am's very aged 'vife should yet become a 
1notl1er, and of ti1e clestruction of Sod om and. Go­
Inorrah. Tl1ese lJersons ate witl1 Abrahatn, a11d also 
'vith Lot; tl1ey put forth their l1and.s to pull Lot into 
l1is l1ouse ; they acted like men ; they were treated as 
1nere men would be. 'Vl1at were tl1ey ? The correct­
Iless of their prophecy of a11 e''ent 'vhich would be 
aside from Nature's ust1al cottrse, and their most mar­
velotlS action upqn the cities of tl1e plain, and tlpon 
Lot's 'vife, bespeal{ them 1nore tl1a11 mortal, wl1ile 
their appearance and many of their acts l1espeak 
them less than He. whon1 've at tl1is day call God, or 
Lord. 

N eitl1er Abraham nor Lot on this occasio11 a1Jpears 
as a clirect marvel worlrer, tl1ougi1 tl1ey botl1 probably 
were mediumistic, and l1elpfl1l to the angel workArs. 
Tl1eir visitants must be creclited 'vith 'vl1at was the11 
performed. If the statement tl1at Lot's w·ife llecame 
a 1)illar of salt 1nea11s 'vl1at st1ch 'vords plainly im11ort, 
the spirit cl1emistry, botl1 analytical and SJTnthetical, 
which was tl1ere manifested, must have been very effi­
cient; and no less a marvel \Vas wrought i11 raini11g 
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ftre and Lrill1StOI1e llp011 tile cities. nut 'Vllo 1~110\VS 
the po\vers of tl1ose 'v l1o, (lisrobccl fro111 fic~l1, bccon1e 
tl1e1nselves 111ore subli1uatell tl1a11 tl1e 111ost eil1crcal 
elen1e11ts and gases e'rer 111ailil)Ulatctl by IllUiltlaile 
che111ists? ''Tl1o li:no,vs tl1eir 1)0\VCrs o'rer tl1e 111ate­
rials a11cl forces of 11ature '? Or 'vho 1~110\VS 'vl1at de­
gree of a1)proxi1natioi1 to the On1t1iscici1t anfl Al­
migl1ty Gocl i11 po\ver one ncecl n1al\:e, before l1e is 
co1i1petent to 1)rodt1ce sucl1 1narvels as are alleged to 
have transpirecl arou11d tl1e righteo11s 111an of Soclom ? 

Abral1am on one occasion is credited 'vith tl1e 
~a11acities of a heali11g medit11n. ''God said to Abiln­
elech in a drea1n,'' xx., '' Abral1a1n is a prophet j ancl 
he sl1all pray for tl1ee, ancl tl1ou sl1alt live.'' Seem­
ingly the l)rayer 'vould be efficacious, not because of 
Abral1a1n's piety, righteousness, or sincerit3r, but be­
catlse l1e was a pro1Jhet. That word 'vhich to-day is 
generally en1ployed to designate only st1cl1 a 011e as 
foretells e'rents, was in Bible times applied to any 
wl1o were susceptil)le of visions, 'vl1o manifested 
marlred intuitive perce1)tions, or were U11usually im­
pressible. Its application 'vas just about as broacl as 
the 'vord medi~tm is 'vitl1 us, a11d it ''ras 11secl to in­
clicate properties ancl acts like tl1ose wl1icl1 are 11o'v 
callecl mediumistic. Tl1e statement wl1icl1 implies 
that Abraham's prayer 'vould he~l Abimelecl1, beca'ttse 
Abraltam was a p1·ophet, tl1ereby implies that l1e 'VOlllcl 
be, in that act, a healing Inecli11m. ~Ian}r thi11gs came 
to hi1n from the Lorcl, or, in other words, l1e ofte11 re­
ceived commuilicatioilS ancl impressions from unseen 
intelligences. 

' 
His readiness to sacrifice his dear, cherisl1ecl son, 

Isaac, tl1e cl1ilfl of l1is old age, and also of promise 
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from tl1e a11g·el worlcl, is a manifestation of obedience 
to a, Slll)ernal call wl1icl1 stands Otlt so prominent!).,. as 
to mal\:e l1im emphatically the \vorlcl·s ~Ian of Faith 
a11d the fatl1er of tl1e faithful. The record says, 
'"God clid tempt Abraham" on to the bri11l~ of mur­
der. The teml)tatio11, tl1e seemingly 1111natural and 
barbarotls call 11pon l1im, "'as 11erhaps for a trial of l1is 
faith in the 'visdom of him "Tl1ose voice he l1earcl from 
011 hig·l1, a11cl of l1is conseq tlent reacliness to obey any 
commancl 'vhatsoever from that source. To us it 
":--ears also ancl especially the appeai'ance of a trial of 
his Stlbjectibilit}7 for mediumistic 11sages. 

''rl1at was the nature of tl1e partict1lar faitl1 tl1us 
tem1)tecl or triecl ? ''r as it simply·, or ev·en mainly, an 
intellectt1al belief? It has already been stat eel that, 
thoug'h Abram's belief ,,-as st1ch that it "'as cotlllt­
ecl 11nto him for righteousness, ~-et his intellect ,,·as so 
distrustft1l that he still asked, '' ''7hereb)7 shall I 
knou;? '' It, therefore, is qt1estionable whetl1er his 
commenclecl faiil1 \Vas up· intellecttlal conviction. It 
wears tl1e ur)peara11ce of something~ measnrabl~y· clif­
ferent from that. It lool\:s more l:ke a forefeeling of 
a trllth or ft1tuTe fact; more like a sensi11g of some­
tl1i11g~ by the inner percepti,1'e faculties ; like the 
'' .~ub.~tanee of things ho1)ecl for,'' He b. xi., ''the evi­
clence of things ·1~ot secu.'' In tl1at chapter "There the 
\\-riter clefines faitl1, ancl goes on to e11t1merate the 
~vorks wl1ich 'vere performecl by it, he meiltioilS tl1at 
it "-as the instr11mentalit.y· b}r which '' Enocl1 ''as 
translatecl ; '' by which ''" K oah 'vas "'arnecl of 
Gocl; '' by wl1ich "Abral1am went ot1t, 1tot k1to1ting 
'lt:hitller lle 'll'ent; " by "'hich the st1perannua.ted 
" Sarah herself recei,red strength to conceive seed;'' 

• 
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by whicl1 ''Joseph made me11tion of," tl1at is, fore­
told, '' tl1e departing of ti1e cl1ildren of I~rael ; '' 
by wlliCil the Israelites "l)assed througil tile ned 
Sea as by dry lan(l; '' b3r \Vl1ici1 '' ti1e 'valls of 
Jericl1o fell do,vn; " by wl1ici1 ''the ha1·Zot I~al1ab 

perisl1e<l not witl1 tl1em ti1at believed 11ot; '' 1Jy 'vl1icl1 
Daniel '' sto1)ped tl1e n1ot1tl1s of lio11s ; " b)T \Yhicl1 
'' wome11 1 .. eceived tl1eir dead raised to life agai11. '' 
Sucl1 'vorlrs ofjaitl~ indicate ti1at S'ltcl~faitl~ \Yas mucl1 
more like what are 110\V called impressions, n1ade, not 
OtllJr upon, but all ti1rougl1, _impressible peOI)le b); Ull­

seen controlling ii1tellige11Ces, ancl 'vho are therel)y 
often moved blindly on to the seeming self-1)erfor111-
ance of acts not devised by tl1eir own intellects, a11d 
11pon wl1icl1 their coilscieilces pass no judgment. 
These ancients were comme11dable becalise tile}~ were 
pliant and reliable tools in tl1e hands of spirit Ol)era­
tors. Their faith ''ras what we 11ow call medit1msl1il), 
and its righteousness, or right doing, was tl1eir pliancy 
as tools for (loing an3rthing whicl1 tl1e co11trolling 1nind 
deetned right, or, more acct1rately, desired to accom­
plish. So far as Abral1am and others of l1is class "\vere 
concerned with marvelous worlrs, tl1ese 1ne11 "\vere 
pl1ysical tools mainly, and in no sense morally respon­
sible for what their tongues uttered or tl1eir l1ands 
performed. Had his moral fa·culties l)tlt fortl1 ti1eir 
nor1nal action, tl1ey woulcl ha,re l)alsiecl tl1e arn1 tl1at 
moved as if it was about to tal\:e tl1e life of a ueio,red 
and loving son. Some God here trietl tl1e measllre of 
Abral1am's plasticity and reliability as a 1nediut11, a11d 
probably so smotl1ered his self-coi1sciousness, tlHtt, 'vith 
no 1nore com1)unction tl1an the knife itself, l1e n1ig·l1t 
bal?e had l1is own arm moved to plunge tl1e l\:nife into 
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the heart of his so11. The measure of l1is fait!~, " 'as 
the deptl1 and security of· l1is mental and moral sup­
pressioil l1y force a1)plied from witl1out. Thus viewed, 
Abraham stands acquitted of shocking devotio11 to a 
cr11el God. Tl1e God, too,. loses l1is unmerciful aspect 
wl1en viewed i11 light vvl1ich shows him to have been 
only testing tl1e feasibility of suppressi11g and holdi11g 
in abeyance the clee1)est sensibilities of his animated 
instrument, ancl thus ascertaining how far l1e could 
rely upon it in emergencie~. The ordeal through 
wl1ich tl1is good man and good medium 1)assed m~ght 
surely have been imposed . by. a being f?f no l1igl1er: 
grade than .he who awed John into -deepest . rev­
erence. 

. 1\iOSES. 

WE come now to inspection of 011e among ·the very 
marl{ed and extraordinary men· na1n~d i11 tl1e biblical 
records. Moses, '' lear11ed in all tne 'visdom of the 
Egyptians,'' .is the reputed autl1or of the first five 
books of the Bible, and was the rno~t prominent visi..; 
ble actor in introducing, expouncling, and administer­
ing the tl1eocratic government of the Hebrew nation. 
All remember the story of his infancy, Ex. ii. ; re­
member his cradling i11 tl1e flags on the ba11ks of the 
Nile; tl1e compassion felt for l1im by Pharaol1's 
daughter, and his preservation through her manage~ 
ment. __ t\..fter he had grown to 1nat1hood, seeing an 
Egyptia11 srniting a11 Hebrew, ''he looked this "\vay -a11d that· way, and 'vhen he saw that there was no 
n1an, he slew the Egyptian, ancl hid him in the sand.''-
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It wot1ld be pleasant to regard him as l1aving comnlit­
tecl tl1at n1t1rcler i11 tl1e l1eat of blii1di11g a11cl tlnCOil­
trollable paRsiotl ; but his deliberate care to first satis­
fy hi111self tl1at tl1ere 'vot1ld be 110 tell-tale wit11ess of 
l1is act, ancl l1is l1iding tl1e body of l1is \rictin1, clepri ve 
us of tl1at l)leasure. Knowledge of l1is unla,vfnl (leed 
soon transpired, so tl1at to escape merited ptlnis}llllCilt 
he fled out of Egypt. 

His fu11da1nental motive to tl1at bloodsl1ed 1na~y not 
have been bad. A lordly Eg~yptian smote, a11d proba­
bly 'vith 111uch severity, a11 e11slaved I-Iel>re,v. Re­
.taliation of 'vrong done to l1is countryma11 1noved l1i1n 
to his act of viol~nce. Resentment of oppressio11 
is oftentimes very commendable; few, l1o,vever, will 
jtlstify the process by whicl1 l\ioses manifestecl l1is 
i11dignation. Personal safety requirecl l1is flight, 
and l1e escaped into J\1idian. His first lrnown and 
gallant act there was an obvious outworlri11g of tl1e 
same fundatnental sentiment. Some ungraciotls sl1e1)­
herds there lrept back the seven daugl1ters of Ruel 
and their fiocl~s from the wateri11g-trot1ghs, until tl1ese 
boors and their animals had slal\:ed tb eir thi~ .. st to satiety. 
_S11ch selfish, ungallant concluct arotlsed tl1e i11cligna11t 
spirit of Moses, and macle him dema11d for tl1e clam­
sels equal privileges ,v·ith the men. He promptly 
toolr tl1e part of the fair ones, a11d immediately l1elr)ed 
tl1em dra\v water for their floclrs. Such ki11tl1less, or 
gallantry, opened for him a door to both a l1ome ancl 
a 'vife in tl1e ho11se of Rt1el. He may l1ave bec11 
about forty years old then, a11d also may l1ave lived 
abot1t forty years witl1 his ne,v-found friends, follo,r­
ing with them the peaceful ptlrsuits of a shepl1er(l; for 
Ex. vii. 7, '~ Moses was fourscore years olcl, ancl 
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Aaron fourscore and tl1ree y.ears old, \V hen tl1ey· spake 
1111to Pl1araoh," which tl1ey did shortly after Moses 
hacl seen the marvelotls b1-trning bush. 

That brillia11t event, the illumination of a bush . . 
witl1 I1on-coi1St1Inii1g light, is described in Ex. iii., and 
has long held a promin~nt place among the world'~ 
e11g·aging marvels. 

4
' l\!oses kept the flock of his father .. in-law, and 

came to the moui1tai11 of God, even to Horeb.'' 
Certain places, certain st1bstances, certain hu1nan 
bei11gs have been, througl1 all past history, and are 
to-day, found to be speciall)7 favorable for spirit ttse 
i11 co1nmunicating 'vitl1 n1a11. lVledit1mistic capabili­
ties are constitt1tional and l1~reditary, about as n1uch 
so as tl1ose for music. 1\tloses was 011e of a medittmis-. 
tic family, for Aaron, ·I1is brotl1er, and lVliriam, their 
sistet, sometimes manifested prophetic f11nctions.: 
l\tiottnt Horeb \vas tl1e ostensible birthplace of the 
active an(l pro~onnced · n1ediumship of . ~loses; that 
was, too, i11 later ye~rs, tl1e scene of more 1nomentot1~ 
~11d startling operat io11s. That mo11nt ''r~s to He: 
bre,vs wl1at Delphos 'vas to Greeks-:-a favorable spot 
for tl1e receptio11 of oracles. By .-its atmosphere · botl1 
Nloses a11d his rod. were Ineditltnistically im_pregnated. 
That rod 'vas ever afterward an efficient talisman. 

~loses came with his fioclr to Horeb. ,., There tl1e 
angel of tl1e Lord appeared t111to l1im i1~ a flame of fire, 
out of the midst of a busl1 ; and he lool{ecl, ancl be­
hold, the bush 'vas 11ot consu1necl. Ancl lVIoses said, 

. ' 

I 'viii no'v tur11 aside, an(l see tl1is great sight, wll!J 
tl1e busl1 is not b·urrted.'' Obviously l1e spol\:e of the 
ligl1t alone as being an angel of the Lord. He IJlani­
fested no purpose to convers_e 'vith, or exami11e, a per-
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sonal a11gel. He soug·I1t onl)r to see 'lol~y tl1e busl1 'vas 
not consllinecl. He a1Jproacl1ed it 'viti1 tl1at Sl)CCial 
object i11 'rie'v. No cloubt ti1ere ''ras son1e ii1vi~ible 
intellige11Ce near l1i1n, seeh:ing to arrest tl1e attentio11 
of·tl1e 111an. Ancl \VI1en that Gocl, tl1at i11visihle intel­
ligence, sa\V ti1at he l1acl, by a clis1)la;r of non-coilSUin­
iilg odic, or S})irit ligi1t i11 a bt1si1, arrestecl tl1e atten­
tion ancl excitecl the \vonder of ti1e n1an, then from 
''out of the midst of the bt1sl1" l1e calle\:l out, '' ~lo­
ses, 1\tloses!" tl1e n1an responclecl, '' Here a1n I." 
The11 said tl1e voice, '' Dra'v not 11ig·I1 I1iti1er; '' clo 11ot 
disturb tl1e ma11ifestatio11 by 3rour at1ras or mag~netism; 
and put off your shoes, tl1at yotl n1a}'-r absorb spirittlal 
magnetistns with ''ri1icl1 ti1e grot1nd aronncl l1ere is 
macle holy, with wl1icl1 it is beir1g cl1arg·ecl wl1ile tl1is 
'vonderful light is being sustai11ecl. SI1oes 1nig·I1t ii11-
pecle one's reception of ele1nents which spirit OI)era­
j;ions in the busi1 \Vere inf11sing i11to the surrouncling 
soil, ancl therefore hallo,ving it, a11d 'vo11ld I1aliow 
'vhoever stood t~pon it also. 

A personal beii"lg of some gracle 'vas in ti1e busl1, 
a11cl procluced the see1ning fire 'vl1icl1 dicl 11ot coi1-
Slime fuel. The voice ,~.ras alldible, but no for1n of 
personality was seen. lVIoses " 'vas afl·aid to loolr 
tlpon Go!.l,'' a11d ''hid l1is face.'' l-Ie sa'v no persoi1-
ality·. vVho or of 'vhat rank -..vas tl1e personal a11g·el of 
the Lord, wl1o thus spoke fron1 Otlt that dazzli11g· ligi1t? 
Moses himself asl{ed tl1e same question, ancl the re­
spo11se was, '' I A~1 THAT I A)I." \Yho ca11 fincl, in 
st1ch a declaration, any· meani11g be}r~ncl 'vi1at tl1e fol­
lo,ving will convey? viz., I am myself, a11d yotl 11eed 
not seek to learn anything more. ri'l1e voice had pre­
viously said, ''I am tl1e God of thy father, tl1e God 
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of ... -\braham~ the Gocl of Isaac. ancl the God of Jacoh. ' 
Therefore the speaker probably was. in some se11~e, 

special gl1arclian of the Hebrews~ "-hate,-er his rank 
in the scale of being. The words and phrases, Lord, 
God~ Gocl ~~lmigl1ty~ the ~lost High. and Jehovah, are 
now almost exclu5i\ely usecl b~ 'v-riters and speakers, 
to shaclo'' forth" as 'Well as they may, their COilcep­
tions of one Infinite SouTce of all t}Jngs. Bt1t, '\l-ith 
the ·exception of J eho\ah. all of the , abo,-e~ together 
-with.; ... ~ngel of the Lord~'~ and ;'Word of the Lord,'' 
are in the Scriptures often applied to desig~nate also 
an\ intelligence whatsoe,-er who was deemed to· be 

~ '-' 

abo,re embodied man~ and some of them to designate 
any appearance "-l1ich was greatly at ~ariance with 
the usllal effects of natural forces. The hidden cause 
of the non-consllmption of the bush was to ~loses 
''an ang'el of the LoTd ~' before he heard the \oice. 

K o finite intelligence can com1Jrehend the Infinite 
in fnJ.l. \\l1en an~ man~ clairYoyantly or otherwise, 
beholcls a being transcenclently radiant with brightness 
ancl glory~ or listens to ~ortl-stirring 11tterances from 
an unseen one, that being rna~- be to l1jn1 God; words 
from hin1 may be the words of God ; he may bow to 
him in deepest possible re,-erence and adoration~ and 
rna~-, in all honesty, cleem him and speak of him as 
God )lost High; he may feel toward him as John 
did toward his angel vkitant, ancl act~ as John wotlid 
have acted, if not restrained, toward a beautifiecl and 
ascended human being. )loses saw a non-consuming 
light~ and that was to him " an angel of the Lord.'' 
Spirit lights~ eq11ally non-consumers of material sub­
stances, are now frequently seen, and the voices of 
those who produce them are. heard. In Bible times 
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such an appearance, or such a ,-oice either~ ''oulcl 
l1ave been an angel of the Lord. 

Another "\Yonder soon follo,,ed i Y. 3. ~lose~. as 
commai1cled. ca:5t a 'rod "·l1ich "-as in hi.s l1anfl urJon 

' L 

the groun(J~ and it lJecame a serrJent. Then he 
caught it l)y tl1e tail~ ancl it lJecame a rocl again. lie 
p11t Ius hand into l1is bo~om. a11d tl1e hand l)ecatne lep­
rous as snou-. lie put it in a second time. ancl it wa.s 
restored to health. The obYious p11rpo.se of these 
marvels was to induce ~Ioses to go into E~-pt in faith 
of a mi;sion from hea,-en, a11cl tl1ere attempt the de­
liverance of hi; kinclrecl ancl people from l)On(lage. 
Bttt )loses pleacl his own lack of eloc1 uence and his 
slowness of speech as disqualification for the \fork, 
and so decidedly cleclined to engage in the mi5~ion, 
tl1at ,. the anger of the Lo:rcl was kinclled against 
him.~' '\hat must ha\e been the quality of that 
Lorcl? Distrust of one ·s own q uali£c~tion5! ~nd 

telling the Lord to select a better man for offi~e than 
lrimself~ coulcl not excite the anger of SliCll a i)eing 
~';; Christians Ilov.- clesignate lJy the term Lord or (-i-od. 
Moses was speaking to some one easily aEgerecl~ and 
therefore to some less exalted Lorrl than hin1 \\hom 
we worship to-clay. His alleged objection -was o,-er­
come lJy arranging that ... -\aron~ Jlo5es~ brotl1er .. should 
''be the spokesman unto the people:· The Lord said 
of Aaron~ •• I kno\\- that he can speak "·ell; he shall 
be to thee instead of a rno11th~ and thou shalt be to 
him instead of Gocl:~ £,-iclentl\ ~loses "\Ta5 a ,-en-

~ ~ 

desiral)le personage for recei;ing and comprehending 
what the Lorcl shonlcl in the fut11re desire to sa,- and 

~ 

teach. B11t ... ~aron woulcl be a bett:er enttnciator of 
supernal teaching~ to the 1)eople. 
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The aid of Aaron l1aving been proct1red, and the 
promise having beell tnade that by the 'rod he shotlld 
clo ''signs and 'vonders," 1\Ioses was indt1ced to tln­

dertal{e the great and l1azardous 'vork of delivering 
an enslavecl 11ation from bondage~ Accordingly he 
took lea\re of his father-in-law, and other friencls in ... 
l\1idian, and, acco1npa.nied by l1is wife ancl family, a11d 
bearing .. 'vith him "the 'rod of God," wl1ich was tl1e 
ide11tical rod that l1ad been once changed into a ser­
pent, he started on his way to Egypt. 

Dt1ring tl1at journe};"'- strange, strange incleed­
''it came to pass ir" the in,n t4at the Lord met l1im, 
and sot1ght to killl1im." Po11der well that statement. 
The ~place of the e11counter- at a 'Va}Tside tavern ­
~ig'llt in modern times be suggestive of the action of 
other spirits than invisible ones; bt1t we have no pur­
pose to indicate a suspicion that any other than intel­
ligent spirits beset th:s tr~veler at his temporarJr 
lodgings. The Lord which there met him, ''sought 
to kill him." Tl1e bearing of this strange fact i11 elu­
ciclation of tl1e 11ature and rank of tl~at Lord, is what 
specially arrests attention. l\Ioses was 1naking l1is 
journey in obedience to the behests of the Lord, and 
yet the Lord sought to kill ltim. 'Vas the Lord who 
called him to go to Egypt, and the Lord who so11ght 
to kill l1im, one and the sa.me Lord ? Or clicl cliffer­
ent Lords try to control him? The prevalent 11otions 
of Christe11clom as to the Lorcl of l\1oses admit of 110 

expla11ation of this scene at the inn which does not 
make The Infinite God fickle and murderous. Bt1t 
admit that l\foses, like mediums of. to-day, cot1lcll1ear 
the commands, feel the inflt1ences, and .be subjected 
to the handlings of spirits of diverse character and pur-
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poses, a11cl the st1pposition comes directly forth, tl1at 
so111e spirit l1ostile to tl1at BIJirit bantl 'Y l1o \verc seel\:­
ing tl1e (leliverence of ti1e l~raelites, some SI)irit ,,.l1o~e 
SJ.llliJatllies ''rere 'vit l1 ti1e EgJ1)tiat1s, tl1e11 beset ~lo­
ses, a11cl i11 (lO\V11rig·l1t car11est 8ongl1t actually to l~ill 
l1in1, a11cl tl1us IJLlt an effectual sto1) to t l1e di~astcrs 
tl1reatet1i11g' Egy1)t tl1roug·l1 tl1eir tneclit11nistic i11stru­
me11t. Certainl.Y tl1e doings a11cl clispositio11 of t l1at 
Lorcl \Vl1o 111et ~Io::;es i11 that i11n \vere not cllaraeter­
istic of that Father 'v liOill J e~llS \Vorslli}JeLl, or any 
Gotl \Vl1o1n enligl1tenecl Cl1ri~tenclorn 'vor~hips at tl1is 
day. 

Possibly·, llo\VeYer, it ''ras one a11cl tl1e sa1ne Lorcl .. 
wl10 both started nloses on l1is jour11ey, ancl \\~110 

sougl1t l1is life. Ttll'Il to Ex. i 't. 24, 25, a11cl perhn l)S 
the cotljectllre 1nay arise tl1nt ]JO.'Jf::.i~ly tl1e Lorll iil­
siste(l tltat .Dioses sl1ot1lll circnn1cise l1is so11, ail(l that 
tl1e motl1er, not bei11g a I-Iebre,,r, oLjectell to it. l"'o 
bring tl1e 'voman to con~e11t, the Lorcl so belabored 
~loses i11 some \vay that Zi})poral1, to save l1er llus­
bancl fro1n tl1reate11ecl deatl1, tool~ a sto11e, ancl 'Yitl1 
that (lull in~trt1ment. Ln,rlntrously circuinci~ecl l1er 
bOJ", tlpon 'v l1icl1 the "Lorcl let l\Io~es go,'· tl1ai is, 
let l1i1n al011e ; a11d sl1e sai(l to nfo~eS, \Vit l1 gootl l'CU­
SOO, '' .r\.. bloody l1usbancl tl1ou art, Lecat1se of tl1e cir­
Ctlmcision." If the com1noi1 SU}Jposition be reta~! Jed 

tl1at Otlr Christian Gocl 'vas tl1e Lorcl \V ho tl1e11 
tl1reate11erl 111nrtler, 'vl1at a11 itnpt1tatio11 re~ts Ul)Oll 

his llunl:tuity· an(l bet1ig·11it.Y! Fe\Y, fe\v 111incls cau be 
broug·l1t \\7 illingly to conceive of l1in1 a~ tl1e LarLarotls 
a8saila11t of hi::; O\Yll cl1osen ag·e11t, })l'Oceecling· 011 his 
'vay to execllre tl1e con1n1ist5io11 \V hicl1 t hi,:; SC:Lllle Lord 
hacl iuu11cctl l1ir11 to a~suu1e. 
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The very distinct and multiplied evidence now ex­
isting, tl1at some spirits often labor adroitly and pow­
erftllly to th,vart purposes which otl1er spirits are 
bent t1p011 exec11ting through mediums, mal\:es it very 
probable that ~loses \Vas beset by so1ne spirit desirous 
of preventing tl1e accomplishment of Hel)rew fleliv­
erailce by tal\:ing 'the life of 1\{oses, or, at least, by so 
tor1nenting l1im that he 'vot1ld desist from his pm--­
pose. 

·If, l1owever, a11y one prefers to see him always dis­
ciplinecl by tl1e same Lord, then sul)IJosition can be 
made that some stern spirit, righteous i11 l1is 1)tlr­
poses, but rigid i11 l1is -exactions, sa'v that only by 
l1arcl t1sage of ~1oses and l1is family could l1e break· 
i11 a11cl manage the l1igl1 tempe~ which, long before, 
sle'v a11 Egyptia11, a11d hicll1i111 in tl1e sand; and tl1at, 
l1a vi11g curb eel that fierjr 1nan, l1e coulcl 1nake l1im a 
mighty instrt1ment in recleeming an OI)l)ressed, and 
ruling a rebelliotls people, ancl ti1erefore put l1im 
thl'ougll severe traini11g. By st1ch a stlpposition we 
ca11 leave Nloses UI1der tl1e control of one Lord 011ly, 

b11t 011e not ver).,.lo\rable, and not sucl1 as the true dis­
cil)le of Jesus will cling to very closely. The angel 
seen by J ol1n woulcl be more acceptable as an object 
of love ancl 'vorshio . 

.A. 

1,11e assig11n1ent of special lJarts of propl1etic or 
mecliumistic ft1nctions to 1VIoses, ancl of other ftlnc­
tiOllS to Aaron, is a point of some interest. Eacl1 'vas 
neetled to l1elp the otl1er, and it was only whe11 co11- . 
jni11ed that tl1e medit1msl1ip was complete. ~1oses 

"-as the great clairaudient, or the h.earer of the su­
pernal ut.terances, which he first received, a11d then 
repeated to Aaron, who, therefore, '' before the 
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cl1ilclren of Israel, Sl)U]~e all tl1c 'vor(ls 'v l1icl1 tl1e Lorcl 
l1a<.l spol{el1 llilto ~loses, a11d. did tl1e sig11~ i11 tl1c sigl1t 
of tl1e people.'' J-\.aro11 'vas tl1e Sl)ealrer ge11Crally, 
ancl it 'vas l1e too, ge11erally, tl1at. lield the ~rocl ancl 
dicl tl1e sig11s. Ostensibly l1e 'vas ti1e greater n1arvel 
worlrer of t.l1e two. But ti1e coin111Ul1US as to 'vl1at 
and 'vl1e11 to spealr a11d to act 'vere gi,rell prin1arily 
to l\foses, ''rl1o '' "Tas to 1\..aron insteacl of God." 

After 1\Ioses ct11cl Aaron l1ad 1net and assumecl tl1eir 
mission, and their several parts in its execution, 
ti1e Lord saiclt1nto l\1oses, Ex. vii. 1, '' I I1ave 1nade 
thee a god llllto Pharaoh, a11d I will harde11 I1is l1eart,. 
a11cl 1nultiply thy signs and 'vonclers in the land of 
Eg.ypt." Again he says, xi. 9, '' Pl1araoh sl1all not 
hearlre11 t1nto you, that my wonclers may be mt1ltiplied 
i11 tl1e land of Egypt.'' In tl1e first of those state­
nlents, the wonders were to be ascribed to l\loses, tlty 
sig11s; 'vhile in tl1e seconcl, l1is Lord calls the111 n~y 
'\V011ders. The purpose of hardeni11g tl1e l\:ing' s l1eart 
"',.as to mal\:e opportunities for a11 accumulation of 
tnarvels 'vhich ti1e controller of l\.foses l1acl in contem­
plation, 'vhile the credit of 'vorking them might at­
tacil to either the 1nedium l\1oses, or to the spirit 'vi1o 
sl1ould worlr thro:ugh him. 

Remembrance l1ere comes tlp of ~ ... outl1ful cl1agrin, 
that ti1e good God, whom parental •judgmen t and 
teachings generally presented to the young mincl ancl 
heart as altogether lovely, ancl perfect in all his 'vays, 
sl1ould l1ave been guilty of a deliberate hardening of 
a man's l1eart, or of Inal\:ing him an unmercift1l op-
• pressor. Such an act was to God's cliscredit. Per-
haps others 1nay have s"Qffered in lil{e manner. The 
1·ecord plainly ~nd repeatedly saJ7S that '' tl1e Lorcl 

4 
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hardened Pharaoh's heart." "\Vith eqt1al1Jlainness, 
ancl about tl1e same frequency, it says, '' and Pl1araoh's 
l1eart was l1ardenecl; '' and once, x. 32, tl1e language 
is, " and Pharaoh hardened l1is heart at tl1is time 
also.'' Tl1is pl1ase implies that l1e was, tl1rongh a~ 
tl1ose scenes, in some sense, the hardener of his own 
heart, or, perhaps it i1nplies only that he yielded to 
those spirit influences that were thrown upon him to 
keep him obstinate till wonders e11ougl1 had been 
wrought to meet tl1e purposes of tl1e spirit 'vho con­
trolled J\!Ioses. Tl1e One Infinite God l1ad no Bpecia~ 
connection with those performances. 

Tl1e harclening of the heart of the li:ing seems like 
tl1e temporary effect of i11fluences tl1ro,vn upon him 
for the · purposes of making l1i1n. l1old l1imself in un­
relenting mood ~ill wonders enot1gh could be 'vrought 
to satisfy all tl1e people of Egy-pt that tl1e controller 
of l\foses antl .i\.aron~was superior to the Egyptian god~; 
a11cl that their own preservation coulcl be purchased 
only by letting Israel go free from bondage. As an 
act of policy on the part of a finite and partisa11 spirit 
this is aclmissible, bt1t as ·an act of the common Father 
of all men · a11d nations, it mt1st seem to ma11 lil\:e a 
departure from tl1e 'vays of impartial jt1stice, and an 
impeachme11t of God's perfections. Acl1nit tl1at l\Io­
ses was spolren to ancl aided by a finite spirit, and the 
character of our God receives 110 tarnish here. The 
Lorcl saicl he 'vo.uld make l\Ioses a God to Pharaoh, 
ancl it was st1cl1 a · god, a mecliumi~tic man, wl1o, as an 
i11strument of a spirit, performed all tl1e speciall1ard 
e11ing that then toolr r)Iace. 

It 'vou]cl be tedious to go over the n1a11y \VOnders 
i11 cletail which were ~rougl1t through l\ioses and 
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Aaron ltsi11g tltc ~rod. Tl1e cba11g'ing of 'vatcrs i11to 
bloocl, of rods i11to Rerr)ellts, a11d tl1e cvol\:i11g of ar1nies 
of frogs, 'vas accomrJlisl1ed Lotl1 by Eg~yr)tia11 mag·i­
cians a.11tl IIebre''' tnedititllS. But tl1e I-Iebre'v tnar­
vel worlcers 've11t 011 a11d evol{ed clouds of lice, flies~ 
and locusts, a11d also ii1flicteu boils, l1ail, darl\:Iless, 
aild deatll of tlle first l)OI'll. It is obvious tllat beings 
callecl go us- tl1at tlnseen l1el1)ers of 1na11 - were 
very numeroliS in tl1ose tin1es. Tl1ese gods varied. i11 
po,vers, and tl1eir l1U111an i11strut11ents 'vere l)otl1r)lei1ty 
a11d of uneqllal capabilities. 'Vl1at reader fails to sur­
mise tl1at the Egyptian magicians needed a11d received 
help from the spirit \vorld for performance of tl1e 'VOll­

ders they accomplished? vVhat rational dotibt can 
there Le that tl1e wonder 'vorkers 011 botl1 si<.les re­
ceivecl help fro1n 1111seen intellige11Ces? Either tl1e 
helpers of ]\loses a11d Aaron were ir1trinsically supe­
rior to the helpers of the Eg~yptia11 1p.ediun1s, or ~io­
ses ~t11d Aaron were more ample reservoirs _and folln­
tains of tl1e 1)eculiar properties of mecliut11sl1ip than 
the Egyptian sorcerers. The contest was esser1tially 
bet,veen finite invisible spirits. 

The rod, used sometimes by 1\ioses, but ge11erally 
by Aaron, was tl1e same whicl1, near tl1e bur11ing b11sh, 
had been cl1anged i11to a serpent, antl there chargecl 
witl1 properties which probably ever after\vard 1nacle 
its prese11ce and use specially l1elpful i11 plltting' fortl1 
mighty 'vorks. 

When l)lague after plague l1ad 11early exl1austecl tl1e 
powers of Eg}rptian endurance and resista11ce, a11cl 
the obclurated ki11g wa.s near being forced to tl1rt1st 
tl1e childre11 of Israel forth from his presence, the 
Lord of Moses said, '' Spealr no'v li1 the ears of tl1e 
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people, and let every man borrow of l1is neighbor, and 
every 'vo1na11 of her 11eigl1bor, jewels of silver, and je,v­
els of gold.'' Yes, 'v hen they were about to go forth 
from Egypt 11ot to I·etllrll, tl1ey 'vere either enjoined 
or advised to borrow freely of their Egy11tian neigh~ 
bors what they could. have no opportunity to. return. 
Advice to perpetrate such a breach of confidence, such 
abt1se of neighborly l~ir1clness, is not compatible 'vith 
modern estimate of the attributes of the Most I-Iig·h 
Gocl, of the Infi11ite S·ource of justice a11d truth. 
There con1es relief from the supposition that st1ch 
advice emanatecl from some bei11g distinct fron'l, and 
inferior to, our God J. relief from tl1e supposition that 
so1ne finite God was tl1e suggester of such dishonesty. 

The guiding 1)illar, looking lil{e cloud by day and 
fire by nigl~t, may l1ave been a mass of spirit at1ra, or 
atmospl1ere, dim in dayligl1t, but brilliant i11 the dark­
ness. The po\ver neeclful to divide tl1e waters of tl1e 
Red Sea, and hold them tlp as 'valls on the sides of a 
passage-,v·ay, to assemble qt1ails i11 cot1ntless ntlmbers, 
and _to clothe the la11d in manna, was obviously great ; 
but the vast space between 1n·an ancl the Infinite Power 
may be the home of m:yriads of beir1gs, rising ran}{ on 
rani{ higher and l1igher above us, a11d ~ret fallit1g far 
belo\v our God; som~ sucl1 llilseen beings may have 
bee11 the immediate deli v·erers and protectors of the 
Israelites. 

At Maral1, Ex. xv. 25, bitter 'vaters were made 
sweet by casting into tl1em a particular tree, 'vl1ich 

/ 

the Lord pointecl out to lVIoses. The opinion is grow-
ing up u~der spirit teacl1i11gs tl1at the reason wl1}7 cer­
tain varieties of 'vood ans,ver much better purpose as 
divining-rods tha11 others, is because they are 1nore 
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reacly reci1Jients of spirit auras, and he11ce more stlb­
ject to SIJirit mat1ifestatio11s a11d co11trol. I-Iis con­
trolli11g GoclJ)Oi11tecl out one particular tree for l\loses 
to ttse i11 the accon1plisl1111ei1t of a special11urposc. 

Tl1e arlc of tlte cove'nan,t 'vas constructecl expressl;r 
for tlse as a S]Jirit battery, or a11 i11strun1e11t tl1rot1g·l1 
whicl1 to give fortl1 the co111mancls of tl1e Lorcl. Tl1e 
special care talce11 to I1ave tl1e arlc ancl all its a11pur­
tenat1ces cl1arged 'vitl1 ti1e auras or magnetisn1s of a 
selectecl class of wori{me11, becomes very interesting in 
these days, 'vhen mucl1 wonder is expressed at the 
ct1ston1ary sticlrling of spirits ar1d tneditlms for rigl1t 
conditions.. Biblical l1istory furnisi1es precedent for 
great particularity when constrt1cting a cabi11et for 
ma11ifestatioi1S. Tl1e poi11t is of sufficient interest to 
justify rather full elucidation. 

The Lord said to Moses, Ex. xxxi. 6, ''In the 
hearts of all ti1at are ttvise-hearted I have put ~visdon~, 
that they 1nay make all that I have commanded tl1ee," 
na1nely, the tabernacle, the arlc, ti1e nlerc·y-seat, tl1e 
table, the altar, tl1e clothes of service, tl1e anointing 
oil, and sweet i11cense, -all tl1ese thi11gs tl1at desig11at­
ed class of \vorkmen shall mah:e ; all these must l)e 
manufactured exclusively by the wise-llearted. A11cl 
wl1o were they? 'Vhat is meant l1y puttirtg 'lvisdo1n 
into their hearts? The language is pecllliar, a11d 

·seemingly is intended for closer applicatio11 to tl1e 
heart tl1a11 to the l1ead, \Vl1ich is usually I'egardecl tl1e 
appropriate receptacle of ~oisdon~. Hira1n, '" l1o in 
later days made the ornaments for Solomon's Tetnl)le, 
''was filled with wisdom, and understancling, ancl 
cunning to work all works ih brass;'' but tl1ere is 110 

special 1 .. eference to his lteart, and no inclicatio11 tl1at 
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any assistants l1e shot1lcl hav·e in prosecuting his labors 
must be possessed of peculiar heart powers. For 
constructing tl1e ark, however, a11d its accompani­
ments, ver3r Inany, ·seemit1gly all, tl1e worlrmen l1ad 
received fro1n God l~eart wisdom to gt1ide and control 
themo 

"\V e put forth no IJl1ilological explanation of the 
above, Ltlt only remarl{ tl1at tl1os-e 'vho l1ave been 
observant of the many indications there exist tl1at 
every 'vorkma11 imparts some of his o'vn properties to 
'vhatever metals or substances his -skill is expended 
upon, and that those properties gain an abiding lodg­
ment in the articles l1e nlailufactlires, will be at IlO 

loss to conjecture a reason wl1y tl1e ·God of l\foses, 
when fitting tlp a11 ark or instrument speeially for 
communication, was careful to select 'vorkmen 'vhose 
impartations to tl1e 1naterials "?'rougl1t 'vot1ld be nlecli­
umistic, that is, "'\Vould i11fuse ~mr)artations favorable to 
spirit operation. Sucl1 is a com1non course 'vith some 
susceptible persons at tl1is clay, even in reference to 
1)aper-hangi11g, br_ead-making, a11d many other com­
mon arts, and especi~lly in reference to an}Tth1ng im­
mediately pertai11ir1g to spirit 111anifestations. 1\Iedi.:. 
cines con1pounded ancl prepared .. by meditlms often 
become charged \vith unvronted l1ealing properties. 
This fact l1as been verifiecl in Otlr O"\Vn l1ome. 

That ark, wrought by such 'vorl{n1en, 'vas made of 
/ 

choice shittim 'vood, and overlaid 'vitl1 gold 'vithin 
ancl 'vithout. It 'vas about fotlr a11d a l1alf feet lo11g, 
and two feet nine inches in l1eight a.nd in breadth. 
'Vithin this were to be placed a.11d l{ept the testimony, 
i. e., t\\ro s.tone slabs, on wl1iqh the commandment.s 
'vere to be '' writte11 by the fi11ger of God.'' Upon 
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this arlr was set a 111ercy-seat., of tl1e san1e lcngtl1 a11d 
breacltl1 as tl1e arl(, made of ptlre golcl, 'vitl1 a g·oltlc11 
cl1erttbit11 011 eacl1 end of it, tl1e t\YO cl1ertlbi111 faci11g 
eacl1 otl1er, a11cl coveri11g ti1e n1ercy-seat 'vitl1 ti1eir 
wings; fro1n bet,vee11 tl1ose cl1erubin1 'vere to co111e 
fortl1 ti1e st1bseql1e11t co1n111at1ds of ti1e God of l\Ioses. 
Yes ; the ark 'vas prepared specially to be a11 in­
strtltnent for spirit coi11ffitlnicatioi1. TI1e t'vo stone 
plates, written U}JOn by sr)irit fingers, a11cl tl1at too 
amicl tl1e charged atmos11l1ere of l\Iount Si11ai, 'votlltl 
probably beco1ne tl1orot1g11ly pern1eated by S})irit 
emanatio11S ; and beir1g placecl 'vitl1in 'valls of golcl, 
whicl1 from its fi11e11ess and density n1igl1t be \'ery 
tenacious of wl1ate·ver it infolcled or had in1bibecl, a11cl 
being approaci1ed 011ly l1y tl1e mecliun1istic priestltood, 
great precatitio11 was talcen to Iceep the arl{ an ever­
cllarged battery for SIJirit 11se in comn1unicati11g, or in 
operati11g i11 other 'vays. 

Fitti11g instrumentalities l1aving bee11 . tl1us IJre­
}Jared, l\loses 'vent up i11to the mount, and tarriecl 
there so long that the people gre'v uneas}r ; cleinailclecl 
some oti1er God; fur11ished Aaron \vith golclen ear­
ritlgs, 'vhici1 he cast into tl1e fire, a11d '' tl1ere can1e Ollt 
this ca1f.' 1 When :Th!Ioses can1e do,vn to tl1e peo1)1e, 
his '' a11ger waxed hot, and he cast ti1e tables out of 
his hancls, and brake thetn beneath the n1ot111t." Sucl1 
behavior on ti1e part of these chosen age11ts of son1e 
God is not, i11 modern estimation, very creditable to 
either them or him.. Aaro11 certai11ly actecl tl1e rene­
gade- turned away from tl1e Gocl of l\1oses ; for l1e 
made l1is golden calf into a God, built a11 altar to it, 
and said, '' To-morro'v is the feast- of the Lord.'' 
Obviously that '' Lord " 'vas symbolized by the 
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golden calf, and l1ad burnt-offerings and peace-offer­
ings brougl1t to it. 1\foses, too, "ras the11 qt1ite devoicl 
of so mucl1 meekness as tl1e r)rimer ascribes to hi1n, 
for his ''anger waxed hot.'' His reverence for the 
ha11diwork of his God must l1ave then run Io,v, si11ce 
he l)rake in I)ieces the tal1les which that God had 
made, and on w hicl1 l1e had writte11 with l1is own 
fi11ger. 

The intelligent, calm, and candid intellect of to­
day must vail its vision i11 tl1e mists of its i11fantile 
reverence, if it perceives an~ything in the manifested 
character ·and actions of either Aaron, or lVIoses, or 
their God, wl1icl1 lifts them above some existi11g n1e­
di111nistic men, and some spirits manifesting tllem­
selves to-day. This God said to J\1oses, ''Let me 
alone, that my wrath may wax l1ot against the cllil­
dren of Israel.'' He "'as so exasperated that l\foses 
had occasion to calm l1im, and said, ''Lord, 'vhy doth 
thy wrath wax hot against thy people? Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, a.11d -Israel, to whom thou madest 
promises.'' Tl1us reproved, '' tl1e Lord repented of 
the evil which he thougl1t to do unto l1is people.'' 
St1ch a God surely fails to embody all tl1e amiable and 
adorable qualities and the self-control which any lov­
ing heart and 'vise l1ead now find in any satisfactory 
ruler of the worlds, or object of the l1eart's best offer-
• 1ngs. 

Subsequently Moses was instructed to hew out two 
other stone slabs like the former ones. He did so,' 
and toolr tl1em with him up into the mount, where he 
remained ''with the Lord forty days and forty nights ; 
he did neither 'eat bread nor drink water. And He 
wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the 

I 
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ten commanllinents." U11on l1is llescent fro111 tl1e 
mot1nta.i11 tl1e face of ~foses 8l1one, a11cl sl1011e so 
brigl1tly tl1at ti1e peo1)le 'vere afraicl to cun1e 11igl1 
l1in1, so tl1at l1e 11ut a vail on l1is face. St1cl1 fasti11gs, 
duri11g .. 'vl1ich tl1e exter11al body receives Stlster1a11ce 
a11d clarificatio11 tl1rougl1 tl1e SI)irittlal organs, a11d 
so111etimes becon1es lun1it10tls, l1a,,e bec11 put lll)OU 

so1ne 1nediu1nistic person.s in tl1e 1Jrese11t era a11cl i11 
N e'v England. 

Tt1rni11g forward to N urn b. xii., 've fincl someti1i11g 
like a family jar. Moses l1ad marriecl a11 EtlliO])ian 
'von1a11, 'vhicl1 displeased his sister l\1iriam a.11cl 1-.is 
brother Aaron. Presun1ably l1e l1acl saicl to tl1en1 tl1at 
he had been told by· tl1e Lord to tal{e that \V0111a11 as a 
wife, for Th1iriam and Aaron . say, "Hatl1 the Lord 
indeed spoken 011ly by l\1oses ? Hatl1 l1e 110t spolren 
also by us?'' IIere comes out a very disti11ct i11ti111a­
tion of persuasio11 in the minds of Aaron and l\1iriam 
that God had spoken by them as ,vell as. by n1oses, 
and that he had tall{ed differently tl1rol1gh tl1em tl1a11 
he did throug·h Moses. If they felt at liberty to 
sometimes distrust 1\tioses, and dissent from ti1e teach­
ings of l1is God, may we not allow their judgme11t 
and action to have some "\Veight "\vhen 've would jt1dge 
wl1ether l1e 'vas al\-va~ys a revealer of instrt1ction from 
the unerring One, and from none other ? How clis­
tance does lencl e11chantment to many views! 

The God of l\foses, ho"\vever, 1vl1o either was the 
most powerful one operating upon that family, or else 
had tl1e most efficient medium, soon put l\firiam and 
Aaron do\\rn, and enabled Moses to triumph. But we 
'vill remember that ~1oses himself is tl1e reptlted re­
porter and recorder of that tra11saction, and 1nay have 
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been inflt1enced by a common propensity in writers to 
justify the part they personally have taken in any qtlar­
rel. In that narration either ~ioses ,himself, or some 
one else for him, says, in parenthesis, ''Now tl1e 111an 
Moses was ver3r meek, above all the men tl1at 'vere 
upon the face of the earth." But the word 1neek 
mt1st bear a very strange 1neaning wl1en made descrip­
ti,Te of tl1e slayer of tl1e Egyptian and tl1e angry 
breaker of the con11nandment tables; pugnacious and 
wrathy seem 1nore accurately descriptive of him in 
some of his moods. 

There is mention in N tlmb. xvi. of very extraordi­
nary occurrences attendant tlpon the revolt of l{orah 
and otl1ers against tl1e governn1ent of 1\tloses. There 
l\1oses avows that he has not do11e l1is 'vorks ''of his 
O\Vn mind;" that he was controlled from witl1out, and 
adds, ''If these 1nen die the com1non death of all 
men, ... tl1en the Lord hath not se11t me. But if 
tl1e Lord make a 11ew thing, and tl1e earth open her 
mouth and swallow them up, with all tl1a.t appertain 
to them, and tl1ey go down quick i11to the pit, then ye 
shall understand that these men l1ave pt~ovoked the 
Lord. And it came to pass, as he bad made an end 
of speaking all these 1vords, that the grot1nd clave 
asunder that 'vas under them, and the earth opened 
her moutl1 a11d swallowed them up, and their l1onses, 
and all the 1nen tl1at pertained unto Korah, ancl all 
tl1eir goods; they, and all that appertained to them, 
went down alive i11to the pit, and the earth closed 
11pon them, and tl1ey perished from among the con­
gregation.'' 

~llch is the account. No remembrance is held of any 
description of 'vorks by spirits in recent times '~hich 
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closel}r resen1ble the abov·e. No O})ening· of tl1e eartl1 
by spirit po,ver for the special IJurpose of clestro}-ing 
1·el,els l1as bee11 resorted to i11 tl1ese later clay·s. If the 
same God rt1les the 11ations IlO\V 'vl1o tl1en tool~ cl1arge 
of :\loses, l1is Inethocls of proceclure \vitl1 tl1e clisobedi­
ent l1ave Lee11 changed. Jf it is admissible to stlppose 
that fi11ite S})irits, b~y orclinar}- metl1ocl8, cleriv·ing· })OW­
ers, as all do, n·om the Infinite, but 11~ing tl1en1 i11 ac­
corclance \rit h t.l1eir o'vn juclgments ancl clispositions, 
dicl then, an(l do no\v, act upon nations U11cl incliYicltl­
als, tho~e spirit~ tl1emselves 111a}r he progressiYe in 
kno""'leclg·e a11cl clemency~, a11d we C:ln unclerstailcl, ancl 
ot1gl1t to ex11ect, that as the \Yorlcl acl vances Ollt of 
barbari ~~n1, the 11rocesses of its co11trol ancl l)llnisll­
ment 'vi]l 8often from age to ag·e; ancl, tl1erefore, if 
spirit~ have IJower to open tl1e eartl1 so tl1at it shall 
s''ral]o\Y llp n1e11, tl1e enlightenment of tl1ese moclern 
time~ "'"Olllcl6 restrain tl1em fron1 so cloi11g. 

'" A11tl there caine Ollt a fire fro111 tl1e Lortl, a11d 
constlnlecl t'vo l1unclrecl and fift,~ men that offerecl in-• v 

cen~e." rflle~.e lllen \\~ere ac111erents of I~ orall, ailCl 
suff~1ecl a~ rel>els ag·ainst l\Ioses ancl l1is God. 1"'1le 
reinarl\:s ju:•t 111ade concerning the OI)e11i11g of ti1e 
eartl1, arc DPIJlicahle also to ti1e calling· of fire fro111 011t 
the Uu~·ce1~. The incoml)atibilitj-r of ma11J· ar1cie11t 
metbotl~ of pl1nisl1ment 'vith the n1or~ l1UI11a11e se11ti­
men t~~ of tl1i$ day wot1lcl restrai11 tl1e SI)iri t ",.orltl from 
suffering their repetitio11 no\v. 

l\Iu~es \vas a ren1arkable 111an. So1ne 011e, i11 a 
postscri11t to tl1e book of Dent., xxxi\-., ,,.l1icl1 bool{ 
1\fo::;es }1iffi8e}f it> re!Jllted to have 'Yritten,- t>Ollle One 
there SaJ·d, '' nfo8eS "ras an llU11Clrecl a11cl t\Vellt}r )-Car8 
old \\ l1en l1e diecl ; his e~ye 'VaS not uin1, nor l1is llUttl-
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ral force abated.'' He spent l1is youth in Eg,ypt, a 
protege of tl1e clat1ghter _of l{ing Pharaol1, a11cl IJre­
sumably witl1 as good advantages for education as that 
country a11d age could furnish. Sympathy 'vitl1 his 
oppressecll~indred aroused l1im to s11ch unlawful vio­
lence of action that he sol1gl1t escape from punish­
ment by flight into 1\.fidian, where he lived a shep­
herd's life till near eigl1ty years old, when he returned 
to Egpyt, became deliverer of his people, ancl for 
nearly forty years their prophet ancl rt1ler. His eulo­
gist says, that '' ti1e children of Israel wept for l\1o­
ses tl1irt}T clays ; and there arose not a l)rophet since in 
Israellil{e t1nto l\1oses, who1n ti1e Lord l{new face to 
face, in all the sig11s and 'voi1clers 'vl1icl1 the Lord sent 
hi1n to do in tl1e lancl of EgYIJt, . . . ancl in all that 
mighty hand, a11d in all the great terror which lJfoses 
sho1.oed ir~ tl~e sight .of all Israel." 

Tl1e last 1)hrase in tl1at qt1otation is apparently very 
just in its lJresentation of tl1e effects of the 'vonclers 
wrottgl1t througl1 this prophet. He 'vas tl1e instru­
ment of terror. He was high-spirited, strong, ener­
getic, and terrible in action, especially 'vhen inspired 
by 'l,he Gocl \vho took special cha-rge of the deliver­
ance and discipline of tl1e stiff-neckecl, superstitious, 
ancl rebellious Israelites, "Tho were ever IJrone to go 
afte1 .. other gods than the one tl1at controlled ~foses. 
Tl1is 'vas no sinect1re office, and he discharged its du­
ties in terrible 1najesty. 

A distinguishing feature of his medi11mistic proper­
ties was apprehencled and inclicatecl by th~ 'vriter of 
the foregoing obituary. Tl1at feature 'vas the ability 
wl1ich his properties furnishecl spirits to materialize 
or plate tl1emselves 'vhen i11 his presence, so tl1at the 



MOSES. 61 

Lorcl coulcl see l\ioses face to face, i. e., could so far 
e11robe l1imsclf in visible 1natter, as both to bel1oltl 
tl1e cxter11al l\foscs, and also,. in tt1rn, become viGilJle 
by tl1e eyes of l\Ioses. Ex. xxxiii. 11. '' 1\.ncl tl1e 
Lortl spal{e lllltO nioses face to face, as a mall speal{­
eth t111to l1is friend.'' There is need of caution against 
interpreting the above too literally, for in verse 20 
the Jangt1age is, '' rf}lOU canst not see my face; for 
there sl1all no man see me a11d . live.'' \Vhat violence 
shottld 've do the meaniilg here, 'vere we to under­
stallCl the ·Lord as saying, Y 011 can11ot see my . true 
spirit face, but only an externalized mask \Vhich I p1.1t 
on ? No one can see my SI)irit face till after his own 
death, till he beco1nes a spirit, because the essential 
relations of 1natter a11d spirit forbid. 

A strange course for tl1e h~finite One to take is set 
fortl1 in tl1e following 'Terses: The Lord said, '' Be­
hold, there is a place by me, ancl thou sl1alt sta11d upon 
a reel{; ancl it shall come to pass that 'vl1ile my glory . 
passetl1 by, that I 'vill put tl1ee in a cleft of tl1e rocl{, 
ancl 'vill cover tl1ee with my l1ancl 'vl1ile I pass by, 
and I will take a'va~r mine hand, and tl1ou shalt seo 
my back parts; but 1ny face shall not be seen.'' That 
statement is not very lt1cid, but no attempt will be 
made to explain and l1armonize its IJarts. The quota­
tion is a basjs for the question, wl1ether tl1e transac­
tion, as an whole, does not comport better with the 
suppositio11 that some finite spirit was the immediate 
companion and interlocutor of lVIoses, than that the IN­
FINITE AND PERFECT ONE 'vas. Each reader 
will furnish his own answer. The immediate Gocl of 
Moses, as l1e apprehended God, was, in fact, mediate 
between a l1igher one and 1\foses. This mediate God 
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selected locations, provided helps, and arra11ged con­
ditions. He behav·ed like 011e conscio11s of limitations 
ir1 power antl wisdom. As such we must regard him , 
-we must class him with John's angel and Daniel's 
man Gabriel. 

~loses, as a medium, as one susceptible to spirit in­
. fllu:~nc·e ancl control, must be rariked high. But nei­
. tl1er he nor his special God wi11s from us ~uch love. 
They do, however, individually and unitedly, com­
nland our admiration for the power, energy, and ma-
jesty with which they brought spirit force to bea.r 
11pon man and matter, and with which they strove to 
teach, guide, a11d rt1le over a barbarous a11d fractious 
people. 

BALAA1VI. 

TURN to the twent)r-second and two following chap­
ters of N:uJ?ll;>ers, and :you will find a particular and· 
very sugg .. estive account of some 1narvels wrought in 
the prese11ce of .Balaa1n, the so11 of Beor, of 1\fe~opo­
tamia. Lively .interest attaches to tl1is spirit n1eclium, 
because o~ Jlis nationality a11d of l1is being", at lea8t by 
edtication .and national ties, tl1e worsl1iper of some other 
Deity tha11 the God of Abraham. He \vas 11ot of the 
childre11 of Isra.el, but belo11ged to a11 heatl1e11 J>e011le. 
Stilll1is renqwn as a divi11er, or as one having iiltiu­
eilce witl1 ·some .. god, was sl1cl1, that wl1e11 tl1e 11ear 
presence of the , Israelites greatly alar1ned tl1e ki11g 
of l\foab, ''he S~Jlt elders of J\lloab a11cl lVlidia11, 'vitl1 · 
the re~wai--ds of divinat-ion in their l1ands, lln to Balaatn, '' 
and witl1 i11structioi1S to say to him, '' Come, ct1rse 
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me tltis 11eople, ... for I 'vot tl1at lie 'v110ll1 tl1ou 
})lessest is blessecl, and lie 'v l10111 tl1ot1 ct1rsest is 
ct1rsed.'' 

''Tllell tlle illVitation llacl beeil reccivecl, Balaam COll­
Slllted ,, tile Lord" as to 'Vlletller lle sllOtllcl acccr)t it. 
A11cl '' Gocl '' saicl, '' Thou sl1alt 110t go; tl1ot1 sl1alt 
not ct1rse tl1e 1)eople.', Balaa111, accorclii1g1y, cleclined 
the l\.ing~'s request. 

J(ing~ Balal{, llo\vever, again se11t "pri11ces 111ore and 
n1ore ho11oral>le " tl1an l1is first messengers, a11cl \Yitl1 
more ten11)ting offers. Balaa1n re1)liecl to tlien1, " If 
Balalr woulcl give 111e l1is house full of silver a11d g·olcl, 
I can11ot go beyoncl tl1e \Vord of tl1e Lord 1ny Gotl to 
do less or more." Upon his ~econd coi1Stlltatioi1 of 
his l1ea,renly guicle, God said, '' . . . go 'vitl1 tl1e111; 
but yet ti1e 'vorcl which I sl1all say unto tl1ee, tl1at 
shalt tl1ou do.'' 

'l~l1erefore, l1avi11g 1)errnission fro1n the Lord l1is 
Gocl, 011 tl1e follo,vi11g rnor11ing Balaa1n '' sad<llecl l1is . 
ass ancl went 'vitl1 the pri11ces of l\1oab.". Stra11ge 
thot1gh it see1ns, some ''god's anger was kincllecl be­
catlse he went, a11cl tl1e angel of the Lord stoocl i11 
the way for an adversary agai11st I1i1n." TI1at st1rely 
was a singular God, 'vl1o in the nigl1t g,ave l1it11 11er­
mission to go, a11d tl1e 11ext n1or11i1Ig~ 'vas angry be­
cause he clid go. Did 11ot two differe11t gods or Sl)irits 
spealr to l1i1n? 

TI1e narrative of tl1e sequel is too familiar to r1eed 
• 

copyi11g. Tl1e beast 'vas al1eacl of l1is ricler i11 seei11g 
the opposing angel: ti1e long-t1sed, trt1stwortl1y a11i­
mal shied, "crushed Balaam's foot against tl1e 'vall," 
a11cl received a beating for l1er frisl{iness. Soo11 after 
she fell down under her ricler, and because of that, 



64 ]tri.ARVEL WORKERSr 

was beaten again. Then '' the Lord opened the 
mo·t1th of the ass,'' who pleaded her own former good 
behavior as reason why she should not be smitten 
with a staff. Our interpretation of this involves no 
supposition that the intellect of the beast constrtlcted 
and comp1·ehended the se11tences ascribed to her, or 
that her organs of speech uttered then1 ; but only . 
that some quasi spirit ventriloquism from the angel 
begliiled Balaam into a perception of speech as l1y hi~ 
beast. Then the Lorcl 01)ened the e~yes of Balaam, 
and l1e, too, saw tl1e opposing angel "standing in the 
way with. his s'vord dra.,vil.'.' 

Modern instruction is teaching- as perhaps Patll 
did in his declaration that there is both a natrtral 
and a spiritual body- that anim~ls, both human and 
brute, possess a dollble set of all the organs ill their 
systems, - the outer set physical, the inner spirit, -
ancl that any action whicl1 calls tl1e spirit orgar1s into 
sufficient play, rende1~~ spirit objects cognizable by the 
senses. Instances of perceptio11s of spirits by birds, 
dogs, cats,_and horses, and of the cor1trol of brutes by 
spirits, are extensively. believed in, becat1se. of ob­
served facts whicl1 logically lead to such belief. 

Assurne that both Balaam and his beast were high­
ly mediumistic,- i. e., were st1ch that their inner or 
spirit senses 'vere brought into action, - and tl1en all 
tl1eir experiences are readily acco11nted for, being 
strictly natt1ral, though rare in earth life. 

VVhat may be saicl co11cerning the God of this hea­
tllen diviner and prophet? What said of a God who 
gave Balaam pe~mission to go to Balak, ancl then was 
angry 'vit~1 him beqat1se he did go? Tl1e Gentile 
Balaam and Hebrew Moses, each designate~ his Deit.y 
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by tl1e same terms. Balaatn tlses God, Tl1e Lorcl, The 
I .. orcl Iny God, Tile Allnight)r, ancl Tile niost I-Iig~Il. 

Tl1is is a significant a.nd instrt1ctive fact. Tl1e ter111s 
by '''hici1 ti1e IIebre,vs clesignatecl what they sup­
l)OSed to be their invisible tt1tor and object of 'vorship 
are 11early or q11ite all a111)lied by tl1is l1eatl1en to l1is 
Lord or Gocl. lie calls l1is COiltroller 1~I1e Al111ig·hty, 
and Tl1e l\Iost Higl1. using SllCll ar)l)ellatiOilS ill 00111-
mon as J\!Ioses a11d .Balaan1 clid, l1o'v ca11 it 'vell be 
SUJ)pose(l tl1at tl1ere existecl any great clifferences in 
tl1eir conceptio11s of tl1e natt1re a11cl cl1aracter of tl1eir 
reS})ecti,re cleities? No cloubt tl1ey actually SllPl)Osecl 
that they heard, obeyed, a11d worsi1ipecl different gocls. 
Aclmit that eacl1 of tl1em held coinmuiliort witl1 hei11gs 
of tl1e san1e ranl~ as tl1e 011e to w l1o1n John listeilecl, 
a11cl they ma.y l1ave held like conceptions of God, a11d 
at the san1e ti1ne h.ave been servants of disti11ct a11d 
contentious gods. A medium u11der calm ancl easy 
influe11ce, in modern times, generally is 111acle to feel 
consciot1s that great truth ancl l)O,ver botl1 resicle in 
the operating i11telligence. Scarcely~ 011e -11ot a sill­
gle remembered one -l1as ever I1intefl tl1at I1is or 
her special controller was inferior to the I1igl1est a11d 
best spirits ti1at ever control human organis111s. Bt1t 
as tl1e pe11 which we are using· to-day may be l1elll by 
a differe11t hand to-morrow, and tl1en be 1nacle to 
record things in direct conflict witl1 wl1at it is 110\V 

registering, so ma11Y a medium, passi11g t1nder 11e'v con­
trol, may hear, sense, and utter, in all goocl faitl1 ancl 

.. sincerity, things very inco11sistent witl1 'vl1at I1e sa-JYS 
to-clay. One God may l1ave permitted Balaa111 to g·o 
to Balak, and another, whicl1 l1e Sllpposed "ras tl1e 
same, may I1ave been a11gry vvith him for going. Such 

5 
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God-power as had lo11g been put forth to control the 
gentile Balaam, might also l)e exercised over him by 
some other spirit agent. Tl1erefore we may raise the 
question whether a spirit frienclly to the Israelites did 
not suclclenly come and g'et control of Balaam, and 
force hi1n to act i11 wa}rs opposed to tl1ose which his 
own familiar or ordinary controller had intended or 
would approve. Stlppose that Balaam's usual coil­
troller clid, i11 the night, give him _permission to go to 
Balal{, ancl that sotne othe1· spirit, one friendly to Isra­
el, IJtlt a11 adversa1·y in Balaam's way in the Inorn­
ing,- suppose that, and the character of Balaam's 
God, for consistency, is t1nimpeachecl. The Vi7hole Mo­
saic narrative makes tl1e God or Gocls, tl1en acting, so 
easily exasperated ancl so addictecl to repentances or 
cl1anges of purposes, that a considerable feebleness in 
Balaam's God is neeclftll to hold him down 011 a par 
'vitl1 other Gods of that age. 'Vhat valid reason is 
there- jt1dging tl1e1n by their doi11gs- for supposi11g 
tl1at any of those Gods were different i'l~ natu.re, how­
ever unlike i11 cl1aracter, from t.l1e angel 'vl1om John 
fell do,v11 to worship because he was godlilre, and 
yet was, in fact, only a de1)arted l1umai1 being ? 

It would be llngenerous to close our consideration 
of tl1is heathen diviner without noticing some special 
utterances by a.nd throt1gh hi1n. He sa~ys, quite dis­
tinctly, that l1e was obliged to do ancl say just as much 
as, a11d could 11ot possibl:r tlo more, tl1a11 his God 
dictated,- says tl1at Balak's hol1seful of silver and 
gold could not malre l1i1n a free agent i11 prophecy. 
Thus l1e sl1owed tl1at l1e 'vas stlbject to absolllte con­
trol. Under such control, 110 doubt, he "~as, when 
there caine from l1is lips the follo\vi11g lltterances, 
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prompted, scetllingiJr, by a visio11 viewi11g tl1e cve11ts 
of tl1e far-off future: -

'' l-Ie l1at.l1 sai<.l \Y I1o l1earcl ti1e 'vor(ls of Gotl a.11cl 
lrne'v ti1e l~Ilo,vleuge of ti1e l\Iost I-Iigl1, 'vl1o, falling 
into a tra11ce, btlt l1avi11g l1is eyes Ol)Cll, sa'v the vis­
ioll of tl1e Al1nig·I1 ty,'' -l1 e l1ati1 sai<..l, '' Tl1ere sl1all 
come a star out of Jacob, a11cl a sce1)tcr sl1ail arise ot1t 
of Israel .... Out of Jacob si1all come l-Ie ti1at sl1all 
have clominion." l-Ie 'vl1o sa'v ancl saicl tl1ese tl1ings 
was Balaan1, ti1e son of Beor. I-Iere a man speal\:s of 
l1i111self as falling into a trance, ~y·et havi11g hi~ eyes 
OJ)en, as }{no,ving the l\:DO\vledge of tl1e l\fost Higi1, 
and as uttering predictions 'vl1ici1 have been cl1erisi1ed 
in all stlbseq t1e11t ages by J c'v and Cl1ristia11, a11cl re­
garded as i11fallible i11spirations, wl1ile ti1ey \Vere bt1t 
'vortls frotn ti1e lips of a.11 lteatlten. dl~Vi1ter. "fruth, 
ficlelity, a11cl dig11ity 11ervade tl1e sa~yings a11d doi11gs 
of tl1at cliviner. 

Later Scriptttres bring so111e acct1satio11s agai11st 
him, btlt tl1ese seem to be tl1e offs1)ri11g of sectarian 
jealot1sies. His cot111scl, it is alleg~ed, '' cat1secl tl1e 
chilclren of Israel to co1n111it sin i11 ti1e 111nttc1~ of 
Peor." 'Vhat 'vas tl1at matter? lie ordere(l ti1e 
bttildi11g of seve11 altars, a11d tl1e offering of sacri­
fices 11pon them by Balak and l1is people, a11cl so1ne 
of the Israelites joined them in tl1eir 'vorsi1i1). B11t 
the fault- if there was a11y- attaches to ti1e Israel­
ites. He is charged 'vith '' lovi11g the 'vages of tlll­

rigilteoltsness.'' 'Vhat llnrighteousness there could 
be in l1is going to Balalr for l1ire, "\V l1e11 his IJorcl 
per1nitted l1im to go, it is clifficult to discern. fie cast 
''a stun1bling-block before the chilclren of Israel, to 
eat tl1ings sacrificed unto idols, and to con1mit forni-
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cation,''- not such fornication as -the word primarily 
suggests, hllt merely intercourse with, or worship of, 
other gods tl1an tl1e one to 'vhich they were weclded 
l?y eclucation. If tl1e character of Balaam as a proph­
et and worshiper temptecl some of the Israelites to 
feast tlpon l1is offerings, and 1.1nit~ with him ·i11 his 
worship, it was no crime on his part, but \vas either 
weakness or liberality on theirs. He · stands well on 
the records when they are fairly read. His very ex­
cellences may have cl1armed the Israelites, a11d l1ave 
been tl1e chief cat1se of warnings against listening to 
l1im and insinuations against his orthodoxy as a teach­
er of spiritual things. 

Balaam, as prese11ted to us in the Bible, was a proph­
et of God qt1ite as disti11ctly as Moses was, and was 
the prophet, too, of a God less harsh tl1an tl1e one 
whom Moses served. I11 personal placidity- yes, in 
meek·ness- Balaam takes precedence of tl1e slaJ'"er of 
the Egyptia11 and tl1e angry breaker of tables hallowed 
by tl1e · chirography of his own God; in care to get 
his I_.Jorcl's permission in advance of action, he cannot 
well have been the less scrupulous of the two; and in 
open a11d franlr ack11o\vledgment and avo,val of per­
sonal inability to do or say otherwise tha11 jttst a~ 
much as, and no more tl1an, his God prompted, he 
stands out very prominently. 

Of these two persons used by disemboclied i11telli­
gences as organs of co1nmunication earthward, Balaam 
was apparently the more susceptible of deep, uncon­
scious entrancement, cot1ld become the more abso­
lutely a mere instrument of others, and in that respect 
could be a reporter of spirit thought with less inter­
mixture of mundane preconvictions and distortions 
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tl1an lVIoses could. He seems to ha,re been the stlpe­
rior as a far-seei11g· propl1et a11d as an entlnciator of 
far-off COllling events ; also, l1e, US far as he iR ex]lib­
ited, \vcars tl1e as1)ect of tl1e more amiallle man. But 
1\1oses, as tl1e exect1tor of tl1e commands of his God, 
and as a 111edit1n1 for n1a11ifesting stril{ing pl1~ysical 
po,ver and 'VOilclers, a11d for i11struct.ion co11cerning 
things close at ha11d, to be atte11ded to promptly, 
n1ight l1ave been the better. Botl1 of tl1em are 
n1arked personag .. es among· the mortals who have been 
usecl as instr11mentalities of commtlnication by more 
advanced intelligences. 

0 JOSHUA. 

''JosHuA the son of Nun was f11ll of the spirit of 
wisdom; for Moses had laid his l1ands t1po11 him: and 
the children of Israel hearke11ed unto hin1.'' Deut. 
xxxiv. 9. This coi11panio11 and aid.- of lVloses a1nid 
many of the marvelous ,,~orl{s wrougl1t tl1rot1gl1 and 
arotlnd the arlr a11d upon the mount, beca111e l1is suc­
cessor as ruler in Israel, and next claims 011r attention. 
1\foses predicted his coming and his offices, 'vhen he 
said to the cl1iltlren of Israel, ''A prophet sl1all the 
Lord yotir (}od raise UI) Uilto yotl lilce ur~to me~· ltnto 

0 .. 

him ye ~hall hearken.'' 
In Joshua ii. it is recorded that he se11t two spies 

to J ericl1o, 'v ho 'vere protected by the harlot Ral1ab. 
Tl1e narrative there co11tains no disti11ct state1nent 
tl1at she possessed peculiar powers of discer111nent; 
yet there was sometl~ing abo11t her whicl1 induced the 
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writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to include even 
one wl1o bore the damaging name of harlot in a long 
list of wortl1ies who acted under the guidance of a 
commendablefaith,-most of whom, and probably all 
of them, were blessed witl1, and influenced by, pro­
phetic glea1ns or convictions. In tl1is prophetic dis­
cer11ment appare11tly consisted, or on this ''ras founcled, 
that peculiar fait!~ ascribed to them. It was seemingly 
a spiritt1alistic faitl1, consisti11g mainl)r of ·intuitions· 
and impressions. Such a faith- that is~ a11 intuitive 
hold of'' the evidence of things not see11" outwardly 
or by the intellect- sucl1 a faith proved to be tl1eir 
very efficient 111otive power in performi11g their many 
woi1clerful works. That faith, when carefully ob­
serv~d, seems very like an intuitive faculty of pro­
phetic perception, destitt1te of moral quality, abun­
dant in some persons, and scant in others, like .the 
fact1lties for mttsic. Both the fac11lty it~elf and its 
outworkings seem to be sometimes, i11 the Scriptures, 
included under the wordfaitl~. 

Joshua, in his govern1nent of the Israelites, was 
guided and counseled by spiritual visitants, as seen in 
chapters v. and vi. ''The Lord said u11to hi111, I have 
given into thine hand Jericho.'' ·And Joshua arra11ged 
to have tl1e ark carried around that city daily for. 
seven days, and on the seventh day seven times. 

Some way b~ck in these _pages was given a brief ac­
count of the materials and the makers of the ark, and 
statement also of the probable charging of both tl1e 
ark and the tables of stone in the ark with spirit em­
anations. 'fhe reader will recall, withollt its repeti­
tion here, with what special ca.re- tl1e ark 'vas kept 
from the spheres of all but the medit1mistic priests, 

·~ . . . 
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and ho'v its accom1)anying clot1cl of Sl)irit essence 
restetl 011 it eacl1 nigl1t cluring all tl1e resiclence a11ll 
ma11Y 'vantlering~s of tl1e I~raelites in tl1e 'vilueri1ess. 
It 'va~ a battery al,'tlays lce1)t cl1a.rgecl a11d i11 fit con­
ditiotl for spirits to 11se. rl'l1is arl\: was carriecl tl1ir­
tee11 ti111es around tl1e city~ of J ericl1o. I-Io'v far tl1is 
di~~e111i11ated a11d 111acle available cli~integrating Inat­
ter for ii1sta11tai1eous fractt1re of the \Vl1olc encoi11-
passing 'valls of the city., 've can11ot tell; but tl1e 
prese11ce of tl1e arlc --,vas a very con1mo11 conclitio11 of 
'voncler 'vorl{i11gs by Israel's God through a lo11g pe-
1·iocl after it~ co11structiot1. 

If tl1e accou11t of the sta11cling still of tl1e stlll a11cl 
1noon, as cle~cribetl i11 cl1a11ter x., be regarclecl as a11Y­
tl1i11g n1ore tl1an a q notatio11 fro111 son1e song-boolc or 
poe~ical effusion, callecl tl1e Dcok of Jasl1er, to 'vl1ich 
it is eitl1er creditetl i11 a l>liiltl way, or to '" l1icl1 it 
refers as co11firn1atory of its O\Vll ar.ctlracy, 011e 1nt1st 
be q11ite oLliviotls of tl1e pri11ci1)les and forces of as­
tronoll1)r \Vl1o regarcls tl1e facts as l1avi11g- bee11 any­
tiling Inore tl1a11 either a procluction of oclic ljght or a 
locnl refractio11 of solar e:tl1tl lt111ar ra)rs \Vhiul1 l)ro­
loilgecl fi tti11g l1otT! ... s for carnage. .P-4 more sa tisfaetory 
presLlffil)tion tl1an eitl1er of tl1ose is, tl1at snell '/a.::;t 
exte11t of slaug'l1ter in a. sing·le clay l)ei11g far be~yo11d 

belief, tl1e l)nl~rator sl1ieldecl l1io ow11 re1)utatio11 for 
tru 111 by q :.1oti11g a11tl a1)1)lyii1g so111e 1)oet's h~y})er­

bolica1 co11ceptioi1S clotl1ecl i11 langt1age 'v l1iel1 110 one 
wot1lcl clec111 Lles<.a·i11tive of l)Ositivc fact~. 

J o~ht1a stancl;:; \vell 011 tl1e l1i . .;toric IJages. He 'vas 
oueclie11t to tl1e teacl1ing~s of Gotl, jt1st ttll(l cffi.vjent i11 
hi~ rnle, a Sllcces~ful g,e11eral, a 'vit~e coun:selor, HlH.l a 
g·ootl 111a11. He li vecl to a goocl olcl ag·e, belo·vecl a11d 
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respected. But thoug·h his life was long ancl efficient, 
not many of his works have the characteristics of 
striking marv·els ; and therefore our notice of him is 
brief. 

GIDEON. 

GLANCING the eye over the earlier chapters in 
Judges, it falls upon several persons to whom the 
Lorcl, the word of the Lord, or some ang·el of the 
Lord appearecl, gave instruction, and manifested signs. 
Among them is Gideon, who, on a certain night, had 
a fleece marvelously filled 'vith dew, while tl1e earth 
around it was dry; the next nigl1t the dew moistened 
the earth, w l1ile the fleece re1nainecl dry. "\Vhen such 
marvels hacl given him satisfactory evidence that the 
Lord was calling llpon him, a11d would help l1im to 
conquer the enemies of the children of Israel, he 
called around him thirty-two thouRand men. The 
Lord soon gave permis~ion for all the timid ones 
to return home; conseqtlently twenty-two tho11sand 
went baclr. The Lord still found tl1e remaining' ten 
thousand too ma11y. Therefore he sent them clown to 
the 'vater to drink, and instrttcted Gideon to reject 
all that bowed down upo11 their knees to dri11lr, and 
to accept those alone that lapped up tl1e 'vater, put­
ting tl1e hand to the mouth. Only three hu11clred 
thus lapped. The Lord said to Gideon, ''By the 
three hunclred men that lapped will I save yo11." By 
these, all of tl1em using only trumpets, empty pitch­
ers, and lamps in their pitchers, he did save the city, 
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-yes, he, ancl not tlle}r· Tl1is acco11nt clescribes a 
process ct1riol1sly clifferi11g fro1n a11y 'vl1icl1 1na11 \Voulcl 
have devised., a11d raises the 1)resu1111)tion that SI)irits 
influencecl three hunclrecl liarniOitiously 1neclit1mistic 
men to la}) tl1eir cb--ink:, and tl1us clesignated a corps 
wl1ich 'voulcl be an efficient SI)irit battery, b)7 tl1e aid 
of which invisible po,vers . cot1ld, and did, fight the 
battle. · 

... 

SAMSON. 

BIBLICAL leading has brought us in sight of a scrip­
tural monstrosity. Some planner in tl1e unsee11 world 
devised the conception and production of a future 
n1an, J udg. xiii., w l1o should ''begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Pl1ilistines,'' by whom tl1ey 
l1atl. been conquered a11d were e11slaved. Unto the· 
wife of 1\'Ianoah came · a '' man of God," and notified· 
her that sl1e sl1ould beco1ne the motl1er of such a de­
liverer. She said the countenance of her visitor wasl 
'' lil{e the countenance of an angel of God, very terri- · 
ble." Perhaps she meant, as moderns l1ave ge11erally· 
presumed, terrible because of his brigl1tt1ess ; but pos- · 
sibly he was terrible to l1er for a very different reason. 
One naturally fancies tl1at the message she received 
would have been very welcome to a barren wife, and. 
would have thrown charmi11g lool{s over the messen­
ger; Jret this one seemed to her very terrible. It is 
only matter of conjecture how far tl1e aspect of the 
propl1et so psychologized, ancl was intended to psy­
chologize, l\fanoah's wife. as to make her an abnormal-
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ly fittecl :rp.other to bring forth a son who should 
become ''very terrible" to the Philistines. The as­
pect of the angel_ to tl1e woman, and that of her son 
to many a Philistine, was the same- very terrible. 
The coming forth of one who grew up into a terrible 
man was announced by a befitting herald, if 've read 
the record j11st as it stands. 

Samson's father, Manoah, conversed with this her­
ald when he made a second call, but'' knew not that 
l1e was an angel of the Lord.'' The narrative sho,vs 
that for some time he regarded and treated the viHitor 
as a common man. Afterward, ho\vever, when lVIa­
noah offered i11 sacrifice a meat offering, he beheld a 
striking manifestation of the super-muT1da.ne character 
of his guest; for this man '' ascendecl in the flame of 
the altar''- went up and vanfshecl from out their 

\ 

sight i11 the smoke and fire. Then 1\tfanoah ~aid tlnto 
his wife, '' VVe shall surely die, for 've have see11 God.', 
But the wife felt in her bo11es, and said to her htlshaiJd, 
that one who had been so frienclly as to tell tl1en1 
''such tl1ings" would not bring harm. They lived on, 
and therefore- according to l1iblical logic ancl com­
mon sense too,- had not seen the lnfi nite God, but 
only some spirit, some departe~ Israelite, who clee1)ly 
sympathized with his survivir1g kinclrecl in tl1eir servi­
tucle, and meditated retaliation 11pon tl1eir oppressors. 

''And the woman bare a son and called l1is name 
Samson, . . . and the spirit of tlte Lord began to move 
l1im at times.'' 
I vVhen the boy had grown llp, he sa'v a Pllilistine 
woman 'vhom l1e wished to marry. His parents pre­
ferred that he should take a ''rife from among the 
daughters of Israel. But he said, Get the Philisti11e 

• 
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for me, ''for she pleaseth n1e 'vell." ''But,"- a11cl 
marlc tl1is la11g·uage,- ''but l1is fatl1er a11d l1is 111otl1er 
l{ne\v 11ot tltat it was of tlte Lord tl1at l1e sougl1t an 
occasio11 against the Pl1ilistines." Tl1is 1natcl1, the11, 
was devised by ''tlteLord,"-\vas 1nade in lleaven,­
and tl1at, too, for tlte special p'urpose of procuring 011-

portunity for Samso11 to harass tl1e op1)ressors of l1is 
people. 

Samson started 011 tl1e \vay to l1is intendec.l bricle. 
'Vhile journeying towards l1er, ''a young lion roared 
agai11st him. And tl~e Spirit of t!~e Lord caine migllt­
ily tlpon hi1n, a11d l1e re11t l1im as he would l1ave re11t 
a l{id, and he l1ad notl1ing in his hand.'' See1ningly a 
W011clerful manifestation of stretzgtlL ::tnd agility- a 
phy·sical 'vonder. 

By plowing with Saru.son' s heifer- that is, by frigl1t­
e11ing his y·oung \vife to coax fro1n l1im a solution of 
his riddle- his Philisti11e con11)anions during tl1e Inar­
riage feast made Samso11 their debtor ''for tl1irty 
sheets and thirty changes of garments.'' ~ .. ''And 
the Spirit of the Lord'' ( \V hat quality of Lorcl ?) -
''The Spirit of the Lord came upon l1im, a11d he 'vent 
do\vn to Asl1lrelon, and slew thirty men of them, a11d 
toolr their spoil, and gave cha11ge of garme11ts unto 
them 'vhich expounded tl1e riddle: and l1is anger 'vas 
kindled.'' What Lord excited in l1i1n the spirit of 
anger, even murderous anger? 

This wife was soon taken from l1im and given to 
anotl1er man. When San1son was inforn1ed of tl1is by 
the \voman's father, l1e took his revenge as related in 
tl1e stor}r of his three hundred foxes. If n1e1nory is 
not at fault, some pl1ilologists have determined tl1at 
the original \\,-ord may be translated s1nall sl~eaves or 
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l~andjuls of unthresl1ed wl1eat, and not necessarily 
foxes. _If it be so, we ca11 c.ease our wonder at tl1e 
~arvelous agility which ran do,vn and captured tl1ree 
hundred foxes, ai1cl, after catchi11g, . so ha11dled · tl1em. 
as to put a firebrancl between the tails of each two. 
To 11iclr 1111 three l1Uilclred sl1eaves, and put tl1e fox­
tail ends of t'vo together, set fire to, and scatter them 
through fielcl ancl vjneyard, is no very difficult matter. 
There is, ho,vever, a single phrase in tl1e account 
~7l1icl1 i1nplies tl1at Samson usecl sometl1ing tl1at 'vas 
capable of voluntaT'Y. motiOll. I~ · is saicl tllat '' l~e let 
then~ go into the sta11cling cor11 of the Philistines, a11d 
burnt up botl1 tl1e sl1ocl(s ancl also the stancling corn, 
witl1 the vine~yards a11d olives.'' Dicl tl1e account say 
011ly tl1at he tl~rew them into the cor11., the slleaf trans­
~ation 'vould bri11g· all dow11. to a very common ancl in­
telligible process of revenge; btlt ·if l1e literally '' let 
them go,'' the wl1ole. transaction is esse11tialljr marvel­
ous. Yet who knows tl1e limitations of spiTit power 
to fascinate, charm, attract, a11d control b1 .. ute a11in1als? 
- . . 

Better sticlr to foxes. Very many thi11gs are possible 
witl1 some occasional workers. 

The· aggressive acts of Samson roused the Pllilis­
tines to l'ise i11 arms against their subject Israelites, 
wl1o, being alarmed, resol,red to bii1d their · brotl1er 
Samson, and cleliver l1im bot1nd into the ha11ds of 
their masters. Samson conse11ted, a11d his brethren 
''bound l1im with two new cords.'' }Vl1en tl1ey had 
taken l1im to the Pl1ilistines, '' Tl1e Spirit of tl1e Lord 
~arne mightily upon him, a11cl the cords tl1at 'vere 
upon his arn1s beca1ne as flax that was bu~rnt wit!~ fi/re, 
and his bands loosed fro1n off his hands.'' Immediate-
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ly, with tl1e jaw-bone of an ass, he sle'v a thousa11d 
of l1is ene111ies. Beco1ning tl1irsty during tl1e effort, 
''God clave a,n l1ollo'v place that \vas in the ja,v, and 
tl1ere ca1ne \Vater tl1ereout; and \Vl1en he l1ad clrt1I1l{, 
his SI)irit can1c again, a11d he revi,red." l\1ost \VOilder­
ful mat1ifestatio11 of spirit power! Ne'v cords cru1nble 
to pieces and fall fro1n his arn1s ; single-handed, his 
only weapon a bo11e, he slays a tl1ot1sand men. Out 
from the same bo11e flows 'vater to que11ch his tl1irst, 
and revive him fron1 tl1e extreme prostratio11 produced 
by the deep, exhausting draught of vitality tl1at ''the 
Spirit of the Lord '' had made upon his phJrsical orga11-
isn1. Like, i11 all important respects, were the work­
ings upon and througl1 l1im to those w hic.h some mod­
ern medit1ms experience in connection with l1eavy 
drafts upon them. Extreme prostration from spirit 
sa1Jpings, and prompt restoration from spirit influx, 
are often experienced. 

Samson's next affinitive relation was with a harlot, 
at Gaza. Being 'vatched there, he arose at midnight, 
took upon l1is shoulders both tl1e doors and posts of 
the gate of the city, and ''carried them up to tl1e top 
of an hill which is before Hebro11.'' A third time he 
loved, and then also his mistress was a Philistine 

. damsel- Delilah. By blandishments and artifice she. 
labored assiduously to draw out from him information 
as to '' wherein his great strength'' resided. He 
played with her a while, and cheated her repeateclly. 
''He brake withes," that she bot1nd upon him, ''as a 
thread of tow is broken when it toucl1etl1 tl1e fire.'' 
Again she bound him with new ropes, '' and he bralce 
them from off his arms like a thread." Once more 
she tried, and wove his locks of hair into the 'veb, 
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(ttpon her loom?) and faste11ed it with the pin, ''and 
he ,,.e11t away witl1 the pi11 of the beam ·a11cl "rith the 
web.~' ~>\..t leng·tl1 "l1e tolcl her all his heart, and said 
llnto her, Tl1ere hath not come a razor llpon 1nine 
heacl; for I l1a·ve been a Xazarite unto God from my 
motl1er's "-omb ; if I be sha,;en, ... I shall be like 
a11,- other man.'' .... 

She ca11sed his seven locks to be sha·v·ed off, and his 
streng,th dicl g'o fro1n l1im. The Philistines· took l1im, 
ancl l)llt Ollt his e)·es. Bttt subseqtlentl~y·, 'vhen lris 
hair had more or less g'rown ag .. ain, he ''called upon 
tl1e Lord, sa~ying~ Streng .. tl1en me, I pray thee, onljr this 
once ; " then '' tal~i11g l1olcl of tl1e two miclclle pillars 
u po11 w l1ich the hot1se stood," and ~a..ying·, " Let me 
die with tl1e Philistines, l1e bo"~ecl himself with all 
his might, and the ho11se fell t1po11 tl1e l1eads, ll})Oll 

all tl1e people that 'vere therein.,'' ailcllll)On Samson 
himself, ancl killed tl1em all ; so that he slew more at 
his cleatl1 than in all his pl .. eviollS life. 

'fhe foregoi11g is a. 'rery remarkable history. It re­
lates to a child of prophecy· by-an angel of God, a 
child destined, eve11 before conception, to be dedicated 
to Gocl, and to be an extraordi11a.ry l'ecipient of the 
" Spirit of the Lord; '' also '"it· was of the Lord," or 
by tl1e Lord's prompting·, tl1at he was mo·ved tq take 
a Philistine ~ .. ife, and that, too, for the purpose of giv­
ing· him opport11nit~r to harass and to slay. )Iischief to 
the Philistines -zvas /~-is ·rnissiort. And o bviollSlj' '' the 
Spirit of" /~is "Lord '' enabled a11d controlled him to 
clo his barbaro11s work most efficie11tly, a.nd, i11 modern 
, .. iew, most nefariot1sly·. His office was to· exercise 
r11cle, l)l1y·sical, murderotlS force. No re,relation of 
truths and doctrines, no moral or religious instruc-
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tions, came fro1n his lips at q,ny time; no "'·inning or 
con1111enclable traits of cl1aracter are a11~ywl1ere ascribecl 
to him. He co11sortecl 'vith l1arlots, ancl to" ... arcl Philis­
tines was n1urclerot1s through life ancl at death. A11cl 
yet tl1e Bible sa.rs " the S1)irit of the Lorcl" movecl him 
tg clo all his migl1ty ''rorl\:s. Tl1e;r were mighty 011ly 
as manifestations of clestructiv·e pl1~y·sical po"?er. 
''

7hat mincl can fail to qt1estio11 wl1ether the same 
immediate Lorcl inspirecl botl1 Samson a11cl also that 
belo,Ted John wl1o ,,-rote three tencler E1Jistles ? If 
not the selfsame, the11 follo"Ts the inference tl1at dif­
ferent i11spired me11 of olcl were controllecl b~y cliffer­
ent po\\'ers, and also that '"the Spirit," or ''Angel 
n .. om tl1e Lorcl,'' sometimes meant no more than that 
tl1e Spirit or the Ang~el came to man fro1n beyoncl tl1e 
'vorlcl of outward sense. Samso11 ft1rnisl1es striking 
i11dication tl1at mediumistic sttsceptibilities neecl be 
very sligl1tly·, if at all, depenclent ttpon either moral 
or religiolls sentiments or habits. Both his Gocl ~nd 
himself clispla3,.ed barbarity "rl1ich an~y Christian or 
any philanthropic heart to-da3T feels to be no attribttte 
of its o\\·n God or its own religion. E·ven Bible llal­
lowings fail to make either Samson or his God com­
mendable. 

SAniUEL. 

NEXT we notice another and a v·ery differe11t " child 
of pra3i'"er and of pron1ise," ''rbose history rtlns throtlg~b 
man}'" chapters in the first book of Salllllel, and wl1ose 
life bespeal~s a man more. accordant "·ith our general 
COilceptioilS of what a prophet or a servant of a good 
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God shot1ld be and clo tha11 did Samson. In answer 
to Hannah's earnest prayer, coupled 'vith her promise 
that, if she should be the mother of a man cl1ild, she 
would give him ltnto tl1e Lord all the days of l1is 
life, and that no razor should come upon his l1ead, 
Samuel was born. This child was early carried to 
the temple, and placed in charge of Eli, the aged 
priest. 

Where the ark of God was, by the side of that spirit 
batterjr, Samuel ·one nigl1t ''was laid down to sleep,'' 
and this boy heard his own name called. Ass11n1ing 
that tl1e call came from Eli, he went to him, but 
found that tl1e priest had not called. He returned to 
his coucl1, and soon heard his 11ame called a second 
time ; yet, upon going again to Eli, he found that Eli 
had made no call upon him. The account states that 
'' Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the 
word of the Lord yet revealed unto him." This, 
therefore, may be regarded as the first exhibition of 
his 1nediumistic or propl1etic perceptions. He heard 
tl1e third call, 'vent once more to Eli, and said to him, 
''Thou didst call me.'' ''Then Eli perceived that the 
Lord had called the child,'' and sent Samuel back to 
bed, with instructions to say to . the voice, ''Speak, 
Lord." The Lord came, and the clairaudient boy lis­
tened to enunciation of evil to Eli and his house. In 
the morning he d11tifully, though reluctantly, told Eli 
all that he had l1eard; a11d soon "all Israel knew that 
San1uel was established to be a prophet of the Lord.'' 
Therefore to hear a call from the Unseen then consti­
tuted one a prophet. 

'' The Lord revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh 
by the word of the Lord." That expression~ v_iz., ''by 
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the word of the Lord,'' is of frequent occurreilce, and 
merits repeated attentio11 ; so, too, cloes ti1e l)hrase 
,, sl)irit of tile Lord;'' eacll of \VlliCll is ·used, 'vith 
varying sigiiificai1ce, perhaps, ir1 different places, btlt 
ojte1~ mea11s 110 n1ore thar1 'vorcls, infltlellCes, or spirit, 
reaching man fron1 out of s11irit rcal1ns, having 110 ref­
erence to the 11att1re or cl1aracter of the i1nmediate 
author of those impartations from bel1ind ti1e vail of 
sense. ''God sent a11 evil spirit.'' J udg. ix. 23. '' The 
S11irit of the Lorcl departed from Saul, ancl an evil 
spirit fron~ the Lord troublecl him." Sucl1 langt1age 
sllo\vs ti1at tl1e coming from ti1e Lord clid 11ot al'''"ays 
import that the person or thing 'v hicl1 came from l1i1n 
was of good character or quality, b11t only ti1at it came 
from out the invisible abodes of llnseen intellige11ces. 

'' The word of the Lord was precio11s i11 those .days : 
there was no open vision.'' 1 Sa111. iii. 1. TI1is im­
plies that there had at times been '' 01Je11 vision,"­
clairvoya11t seeing,- and also ti1at such seers were 
not known among tl1e children of Israel in Eli's time. 
Tllerefore the '' vVord of the Lord''- COIDlTillnication 
such as Samllel hacl an ear to hear - was preciotts. 

About this time the Philistines captt1red ti1e ark qf 

God, and '' brot1ght it into the house of Dagon, and 
set it by Dagon.'' 1 Sam. v. 1. And ''when th~y 
arose early on ti1e morro\v, behold, Dagon was fallen 
on his face to ti1e earth before the ark of tl~e Lord.'' 
The san1e happened the next night, with the added 
facts that ''the head of Dagon and boti1 the palms of 
his hands were cut off upon the thre~l1olcl.'' No . 
mentio11 is made as to who thus maltreated Dagon. 
TI1e holiSe of Dagon, the idol god Dagon, ancl tl~e ark 
were all in the keeping of Philistines, worshipers 

G 
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of Dagon, persons not likely to maltreat their own 
Deity. The sequel indicates their convictio11 that 
some occt1lt, mischievous po,ver accompanied the ark. 

Previotls mention has been made as to who were 
employed to construct the ark, of the influences which 
might have charged both it and its contents with spirit 
instrumentalities, and thus l1ave rendered spirit opera­
tions upon matter in its vicinit)'" qtiite feasible, e·ven 
in the absence of living hurnan batteries. The ark 
was an apparat11s for spirit promt1lgatioi1, communica­
tion, and for the gra1)pling of matter by spirits. 

"\Vl1en Samuel l1ad l)ecome old, l1is sons were 
not deemed worthy to fill his place. The people 
asked for a king. It is in connection with this re-­
qtlest mainly that Samuel's seersl1ip, or prophetic 
po,vers, are exhibited and described. By the Lord's 
advice l1e consents, against his own wishes, to grant 
the people a king, and foretells wl1at n1anner of king 
he will prove to be. In advance he describes Saul's 
course and character with considerable mint1teness, 
a11d \vith sufficient accuracy to render it credible, 
that, to his vision, '' co_ming events cast their · shado,vs 
before.'' 

• 

About the time of this demand for a king, some 
animals, owned by Kish, a Benjan1ite, were lost. 
He sent his son Saul, accompanied by a young man in 
his em1)loy, to search for the strayed property. Tl1ese 
two young men trav·eled far through -v·arious provinces 
withotlt success. When they reached the land of 
Zuph, Saul became discouraged, and was worried py 
apprehensi~11 of his father's p~obable anxiet~y· on ac­
count of their p_rolonged absence. He said to the 
young man, ''Let us return.'' 

.. 
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TI1e 11arrative no'v l1as brottght us to some very in­
teresti11g points for special observation, becattse of 
tl1eir si1nilarity :o events now common. TI1e yottng 
n1an re11lied to Saul, '' There is ir1 ti1is city a mart of 
God~· a11d he is an honorable tnan ; all tl1at he saith 
co1netl1 Stlrely to pass: now let us go tl1itl1er ; perad­
ve11tt1re l1e can sho\v us our way tl1at 've sl1oulcl go.'' 

Noti1ing i8 known as to this )TOtlng man's place of 
nativity or former residence; but he speal\:s out confi­
clently, lil\:e 011e 'veil inforn1ed about his subject. He 
no· doubt 11tters the common judgment in that region 
concerning tl~is man of God, when he says that lte is 
honorable, implying, perhaps, thougl1 not necessarily, 
that tl1ere 'vere in tl1ose days some me1t cf God who 
'vere not tl1t1s. lie indicates the rept1ted accuracy of 
propl1etic perception antl utterance pertai11i11g to this 
particular man 'vhen saying,'' all tl1a.t he saitl1 cometh 
st1rely to pass.'' Tl1ere seems to be no misgiving, on 
his part, as to tl1e perfect propriety of calli11g tlpon 
such a "" man of God," for the ptlrpose of C<?nStllting 
hi1n as to the \vhereabo11ts of lost propert~y. The 
yot1ng man'~ wl1ole course and speech s·nggest tl1e 
probability· that it was customary to call upo11 this 
seer for information in like cases. Sucl1 propl1esying 
see1ns 11ot to have bee11 incompatible 'vith tl1is proph­
et's l1igh cha1·acter a11d _position. 

Saul fot1nd a difficulty in I1is way 'v hicl1 he l1acl not 
the m-ear1s to su1·mount. lie U'a .. '; O'ut cf 1no1~ey ~· had 
notl1ing to give tl1e man in pay for tl1e clesirecl ser­
vices. Here is seen the conviction of both Salll and 
his com1Janion tl1at tl1e man of God, if consllltecl, 
\VOtlld. Le e11titled to pect1niary compensation. "\1il1at 

• 
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a resemblance between the customs of clairvoyants 
the11 and now ! 

Tl1e yot1ng compa11ion of Saul has a little money 
witl1 him, which, l1e says, ''I 'vill give to tl1e man of 
God to telltls our way.' ' Tl1e dif:ficult~y having been 
thlts overco1ne, the young men approach t~1e agecl 
ancl ve11erable seer, or propl1et, Samuel. Their call 
was forel~11own ; for '" the Lord had told Samuel, in 
his ea1·, a day before Saul came, saying, To-morrow, 
about this time, I 'vill send · thee a man out of the 
la11cl of Benjamin. . . . '\:VI1en Samuel sa\v Saul, the·· 
Lord said t111to him, Behold ti1e man whom I spalre to 
tl1ee of! ... An(l Samt1el,'' before -Saul had stated 
tl1e l)Urpose of his visit, sai(l, '' As for ti1e asses 'vl1ich 
were lost three days ago, set not tl1y mind on them, 
for tl1ey are found.'' 

Amo11g otl1er prophecies by Sam·uel relating to Sat1l, 
and which were soon fulfilled, was this : '' On thy re­
turn frqm here, thou shalt meet a con~pany of propltets, 
coming dO\Vll from ti1e l1igh place 'vith a psaltery, a~d 
a tal)ret, and a pipe, a11cl a l1arp before them; and 
they shall propl1esy, ancl the Spirit of the Lord will 
co1ne 11pon thee, and tl1ou shalt propl1esy with them, 
and shalt be turned into anothe1· man.,' 

The foregoing accot1nt clearly sho,vs tHat the ven­
eratecl Samuel, -the trusted revealer of God's com­
mailt1s, the judge and ruler of tl1e people of I stael,­
throt1gh a long and beneficent life founcl it perfectly ·· 
con ~~istent \Vit h his high offices ancl clevot1t character 
to tlse his eminent. l)OWer as a seer for the discovery 
of lost property, and to receive compensation for such 
service. Some of his labors and habits were like those 

• 
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of n1odern metliums ; and he woulcl to-day be notl1ing 
more 110r less tl1an a good mediu1n at1d goocl 1nan. 

Sam11el jt1dged Israel all tl1e days of l1is life, a11d 
no doubt witl1 mucl1 ~!acidity, uprightness, ancl 'vis­
dom. His l1e,vi11g Agag to pieces 'vas an act of bar­
barism; but 've see a way to regard it as 110 voltln­
tary deed of l1is. Some spirit probably coi1trollecl 
him, and 'vas autl1or of that cruelty. Samuel himself 
ge11erally was hig'h above that controller i11 forbear­
ance and equity, and deserved, as he has received, the 
respect and reverence of all after ages. 

SAUL. 

IT was stated above tl)at Saul would meet a company 
of propl1ets. How numerous a company is 11ot stated. 
But since it 'vas preceded by four musical instru­
ments, one may presume that prophets of some quali­
ty 'vere plenty in tl1ose times. Agreeably with Sam­
ltel's prediction, Saul met that co1npany, and the 
spirit of God came upo11 him, and he propl1esied 
among them. Tl1is exhibition was obviously to the 
astonishment-of his acqu-aintances, for they exclaimed, 
What ! · Is Saul also among the prophets ? 

vVhatever may have ·been the cause of their aston­
ishme11t, this llnlooked-for prophet was never orna­
mental to the prophetic office. We do not notice 
that he was at any time a ·mouth-piece for the utter­
atlce of any communication from the unseen world; 
he \vas not much of a prophet in the now accepted 
use of that 'vord, i. e., a. foreteller of events, but 

5 
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apparently was only a person who could be shaken 
and thrown aqout, ancl made partially a tool in spirit 
hands. His chief n1anifestation of propl1ecy, so far as 
the record teaches, 1 Sam. ~ix. 24, was, that '' l1e 
stripped off his clothes before Samuel, a11d lay down 
nal{ed all that day and all that night." His medium­
istic properties were slight, just enough to let him 
be made something different from his proper self, and 
that something generally of no desirable quality. It 
was such, that 1vhen ''the spirit of the Lorcl de­
parted from him, an evil spirit from tl1e Lord troubled 
him.'' Spirits of opposite cl1aracters could alternate 
in influencing him, and he lacked power to shut either 
class out at his own option. Such an one 'vould al­
most necessarily be sul>ject to ~tf11l and va.r~ying 
moods, and be made to pllrStle conflicting courses of 
action. An individual subject. to spirit control as 
much as, and yet no mote than, l1e seems to l1a:ve been, 
"\vould almost necessarily manifest st1dclen an~ extreme 
inconsistencieR of opinions, teinper, and action. 

The narrative gives little . evitlence that Sat1l, 
when alone, was much susceptible to spirit influence; 

' 
though, like many i11 our da)', l1e could be influei1ced 
wl1en in company with others 1nore susceptible. 
Statement has already been made of his prophe~ying 
when he met a company of propl1ets. There is· anoth-. 
er account, 1 Sam. xix., stating that Satll sent out 
messengers, tlpon whom, when near the prophets, the 
spirit of God came, and they prophesied ; also a sec­
ond and a third set were se11t, wl1o \Vere all, vvhe11 near 
tl1e prophets, affected in the same way. At last Saul 
'vent l1imself, a11d, upon his approach to the 1)rophet 
band, the spirit of God was upon him also, and he 
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went on and propl1esied, and l1e stripped off his clotl1es 
also, and prophesied before Samuel in like n1a1111er, 
and lay do,VIl nal{ed all that da}r and all that nigl1t. 
vVllerefore tlley say, Is Saul also amOI1g tlle propll­
ets? It seems from this that there is ancie11t pre­
cedent for unseemly behavior 'vl1en under Sl)irit in­
fit1Ance. 

We n·otice no 1nention that the good Samt1el, 'vho 
himself communed familiarly with son1e spirit, or that 
any other of the judges, througl1 the four huil(lred 
years from Moses to Samuel, ever persecuted 'vizards, 
&c. Bl1t Saul, after the deatl1 of Sa1111Iel, '' l1ad ptlt 
away tl1ose that l1ad familiar spirits and the wizards." 
A very old, sll1mbering la'v permitted tl1is; and yet 
Saul's will 'vas ge11erally his la\v. Probably it was 
in this case. 

Afterward, ~' wl1en Saul inquired of tl1e Lord, the 
Lord ans,vered hi1n not, neither by dreams, nor by 
Urim, nor by prophets;" and thus, seemingly, the 
Lord by silence drove him to '' seek for a wo1nan 
that hath a familiar spirit, that he may go to her a11d 
inqtlire of her.'' Yes, in his hour of deep need and 
di~tress, his acts impeached his own wisdom and be­
neficence in his suppression or banis~1me11t of those that 
had familiar spirits. He himself goes to tl1e '''oman 
of Endor- goes to- not the witch, but the wo1nan 

of Endor. The Bible does not call her a \vitch, bt1t 
''a woman that hat4 a fan1iliar spirit." Its account 
of her neither expresses nor i11timates anything ag~ainst 
her occupation or character ; but, .on tl1e other l1and, 
does sho\v her to have been kindly sy1npatl1etic and 
hospitable toward the prostrate, distressed, and faint­
ing Saul. 
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WOMAN OF ENDOR. 

THAT biblical account which so very distinctly bears 
on its face tl1e appearance, that one. departed l1uman 
spirit did reappear on earth, invites to very careful 
examination. _ All the ess·ential parts .of it are ein-

~ braced in six or seven ve:rses, commencing at l Sam. 
xxviii. 8, as follows : -

'' And Saul disguised l1imself, and put on othe1 
raiment, and he went, and two 1nen with hitn, and 
they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray 
thee 'divine unto me by tl~e familiar ~pirit,. and bring 
me him up whom · I shall ;na1pe Uilto thee. And the 
woman said unto l1i1n, Bel1old, thou knowest what 
Saul hath done, l1ow .he l1ath cut off those tl1at have 
familiar spirits, and the \vizards, out of the land: 
wherefore then layest tl1ou a snare for 1ny life, to 
cause me to die ? And Sa11l sware to her by th·e 
Lord, saying, As the Lord liveth there shall no pun­
ishment happen to thee for this thing. rhen)said the 
woman, Wl~om shall I l)ring up .t1nto thee? And he 
said, Bri11g Samuel . . And wl1en t}le \Vom~Il saw Sam-

-uel, she .cried with a loud-voice:: and tl1e woman spake 
to Saul, sayi11g, 'Vhy hast t.hou deceived me? for. 
thou art Saul. And the king sairl 11nto her, Be not 
afraid, for 'vhat sawest thou? And the woman said 
unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 
And he said U11to her, Wl1at form is he of·? And she 

~ 

said, An old man co1neth up; and ·he is covered with 
a mantle. And Satll perc.eived that it ",.as Samuel, 
and· he stooped with his face to the ground, · anq 
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bowed himself. And Sam11el said to Saul, Why hast 
thou disquieted me to bring me up?'' · 

It is obvious from the above accollnt, that Saul l1ad, 
prior to going to this 'voman, full belief, tl1at by tl1e 
aid of tl1e familiar spirit, some perso11s 'vere able to 
bring~ up particular deceasecl individuals; for his first 
words to the woman were, ''Divine ·unto 1ne by the 
familiar spirit, and bring me hin~ up wl1on1 I osl1all 
name Utlto thee.'' Such a belief as tl1is m11st l1ave 
been preceded by experiences and observations so1ne­
wl1ere, by somebody, whicl1 originated it. Prestlmably 
such 'vas a common belief of his la11d and of his ti1ne. 
Tl1e notion that deatl1 is a bourn from beyoncl which 
no traveler returns, was generated by poetic C011cep­
tion amid the boasted enlightenment of modern day·s. 
Those to whom the Word of the Lord was a frequent 

' 

visitant in olden times thougl1t differently. And \vell 
they might, if experiences lilre Saul's were common. 
Scarcely had he asked for Samuel before the prophet 
presented himself; and, with tl1e spiritt1al influx of 
light which attended his approach, the 'voman saw 
that her earthly visitant was tl1at very Saul who l1ad 
doo~ed her and others of like pq,vers to death. 

Well n1ight sl1e cry with a loud voice, a11tl say, 
Why hast thou deceived me ? for thou art Saul. The 
exercise of her peculiar gifts in the presence of, a11d 
for, the v~ry man from whom and whose officers she 
must keep secreted or die, was enough to startle l1er 
to the innermost depths of her being. Those wl1o 
have been extensively observant of the conditions 
which favor, and those which mar, spirit manifesta­
tions, can only wonder that tl1e familiar or any other 
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spirit could maintai11 co11trol over, and sustain her. 
Yet some one did botl1. 

vVhen Sat1l aslrecl her wl1om she saw, she said gods 
(spirits?) ; and he saicl, "\Vhat form is he of? 'there 
is gra1ninatical confusion here. Still -it is clearly in­
dicat ed by his question, that Saul found in l1er state­
mei1t \vhat satisfied him tl1at some individttal spirit 
vvas visible to l1er. VVI1at form is he of? implies that 
mt1ch. Sl1e then clescribes hi1n as '' an olcl man . . • 
coverecl 'vitl1 a mantle.'' That is all. That little­
tl1at very little- satisfied Saul, and continues to satis­
fy tl1e Cl1ristian world, tl1at Samt1el actually appeared 
.there and then. rrl1ere is no indication tl1at Sau_l saw 
him~ or tl1at his two attendants sa"\v him, .or that the 
woman herself saw him, except. clairYo~ra11tly. The 
few words, applicable to almost any olcl n1an,. 11ttered 
by a traduced clairvoya11t, basted .with all the infamy 
invol,red in the word witch, is all t.he evidence there 
is in the case. ''An old man covered with a niailtle,'' 
is tlte e11tire descriptio11. IIow ad1nirably has that 
little satisfiecl ages a11d nations of the iclentity of Sain­
uel ! Just look at, and wonder at, tl1e amplification 
~nd weig~ht which Bible covers have given to evrd~nce 
and ·testimony.! II ere the bate vvord of .a 'voma11 
whom Christian comn1e11tators have branded as 'vitcl1 
a~d co11jurer, and accused of practicing cl1ar1ns and 
imposture,-tbe bare word of such a11 011~,-is cleemed 
conclusive proof that Samuel's very self appeared and 
spoke to Saul. 0, Credulity! Credulity ! ! I11 these 

· ot1r clays, any one, tyro or vetet~an at seances, would 
·be n1ost essentially jeered and laughed at, if, solely 
'beeallse a clairvoyant told l1im, ~'I see an old ma:Q )vith 
a cloal{ and hat on," he should ''perceive " at once 
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that it was l1is fatl1er or l1is t111cle J osl1, as Satll clill 
tl1at tl1e oltl 111a11 'vitl1 a n1antle 011 'vas San1ucl. 
l\1ore ancl better eviclence of SlJirit rett1r11 is botl1 re­
qtlirecl a11cl obtaineclli1 tl1ese clays. 1"'11e commoil a11d 
easy 111etl1ocl by \V l1icl1 si111ilar cases occurring· 11o'v are 
<1i~l)osecl of, is to say tl1at the 'von1a11 lietl. ''Tl1y 11ot 
clo tl1e sa111e b}r tl1e woma11 of Enclor? '''hy not? 
Becatlse l1er case is fot111cl in tl1e Bible. Tl1at is the 
'vl1ole reaso11 wl1y st1cl1 1neager11ess of evidence is so 
co11cl t1si v e. Cl1ristia11 con1n1e11 tators, yotl l1atl Letter 
say tl1at tl1e wo1nan liecl, a11d tl111s save yot1rselves tl1e 
Ullnecessary conclt1sio11 tl1at San1uel \vas tl1e11 brougl1t 
up'' l)y tl1e im1necliate agency of tl1e Al1nig~I1ty S1Jirit.'' 
Sucl1 an unpl1iloso1Jhical co11clusion l1as bee11 avo,ved 
by some who ,.visl1 to mal{e tl1is Enclor case so tu1like 
a11y 1noclern 011es tl1at this can11ot be qt1otable as a 
prececle11t. In SllCll an effort tl1ey ~acrifice botl1 con1-
mon sense a11d sou11cl }Jl1iloso11hy. Tl1ey write as 
tl1ong'l1 tl1ey felt it 11ecessary to adn1it t)1e fact of 
Samuel's return., a11d, ig11oring the po\\rers of sr)irits, 
aseribe to tl1e Infi11ite One "'hat fi11ites l)erfornle(l. 
Tl1e rett1rn is creclible a11d fi11ite, tl1ongl1 spiritual 
agents were competent to its procluctio11. 

Samt1el is made to say to Saul, vVl1y hast tl1ot1 dis­
quieted me to bri11g me up? Tl1is expressio11 is \veil 
suited to this particular case. Saul's cot1rse of gov­
ernment a11d l1is personal preser1ce had often bee11 till­

pleasant to Sa1nuel dtlring his sojour11 011 earth. l\·fuch 
observation teaches that none but Ina1iciotls or revenge- · 
ftll spirits lil{e to con1e 'vitl1i11 tl1e spl1ere or influence 
of tl1ose who are antagonistic in character ancl IJtlr­

poses to tl1e1nselves. l\fost of tl1e departed gladly 
co1ne to tl1ose whom tl1c3r love. Btlt' to l1e called for 

• 
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by, and to come in contact 'vith, such a man as Saul, 
would, by all indicated laws of spiritual actio11, clis­
quiet such an one as Samuel, 11ot only for the time 
being, but after his return to his spirit abode. We 
see no 1)hilosophical or even presumptive grounds for 
supposing that a call upon spirits by tl1eir loving 
friends is generally other tl1an pleasir\g to them, or 
that tl1eir return is not conducive to their ~njoyment, 
happiness, and higher ascension in the spiritual spheres. 
They are very nearly unanimous in stating tl1at such 
are the effects of a return. 

Though the evidence that Samuel actually returned 
so as to be seen, heard, and felt by the inner senses 
of the woman of Endor, rests on her testimony alone; 
the fact is credible, and is credited because it is in 
harmony with cou11tless other similar returns of spir­
its under the legitimate operation of natural though 
recondite forces ancllaws. The case is a good one of 
its class; more extraordinary ones, however, are oc­
curring now·, where spirits so materialize themselves as 
to become visible to the external eyes of ma11y simul­
taneous beholders. "\Ve may certainly class the woman 
of Endor among good mecliums, and probably, too, 
amo11g good women- may holcl ·a misnamed witch in 
high esteem, and do tarc1y jt1stice to her memory. 

DAVID. 

DA vm, limitedly contemporary with Samuel, and 
more extensively with Saul, deserves some notice. 
The prophet Samuel, by direction of the Lord, an .. 

• 
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oi11tecl l1i111, ancl '' tl1e Spirit of tl1e I-4ortl came tliJOn 

David fro1n tl1at clay for,varcl.'' 1 San1. xvi. 13. 
llo'v far tl1_at srJecial s11irit l)l'Olnpte<.l ancl controllecl 
him i11 l1is e11C0t1nter 'vitl1, ancl trium1Jl1 o'rer, ti1e 
Pl1ili~ti11e cllallliJiOll, Goliath, eacl1 Teatler 111ay infer 
from tl1e disparity of the t\VO i11 11atural l)ro,vess a11cl 
i11 'vea11ons. \\rl1e11 Satll sougl1t "a ct1nni11g }Jlayer 
on an l1ar1),'' l1e 'vas i11forn1ecl tl1at tl1is son of Jesse 
''is cur1r1ir1g i11 IJlaying,'' a11cl tl1at '' tl1e Lorcl is 'vitl1 
hi1n .... A11d it ca1ne to pass 'v he11 the evil spirit 
from God 'vas UI)On Sat1l, that David. tool{ a11 l1ar1), 
and playecl witl1 his hand ; so Sat1l ,,.,.as refresl1ec1, a11cl 
was 'vell, ancl the evil spirit clepartecl fron1 l1i1n.'' 
Exorcising and restoriilg' infitlences tl1US ar)l)ear to 
have atte11ded his mtlsicall)erfori11Ul1ces; but 'vl1ether 
those influe11ces were nor1nally l1is, or 'vere partiall}r 
inflo,vecl and exflowed through him by SI)irits, is mat­

ter for COI1jectt1re. 
Perhaps tl1e most fitting adjective for David as a 

n1 edium is inspi"ratio1~al. The Spirit of tl1e · Lorcl 111ay 
have hacl its most common manifestatio11 tl1rough l1i111 
in .music and poetry. In those forms its worlrir1gs are 
less stril~i11g to the outward senses, ancl ~yet not rleces­
sarily less instructive, tl1an are its manifestat~ons of 
power over 1natter, clisease, and demons. 

In connectio11 witl1 David there is stril\:ing mani-
. festation of cliversity of biblical 1)l1raseology for ex­

pressi11g the sa1ne fact. The Lord (in anger) mov·ed 
Davicl to number the people. 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. 'Vhen 
ti1e sa1ne tl1ing~ is 11oticed in 1 Chron. xxi. 1, tl1e lan­
gtlag'e is, '' A11cl Satan stood Ul) against Israel, a11d 
provol{ed Davicl to nt1mber Israel." The Lord in 
anger and Satan in l1is appropriate mood were there., 
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fore, in those times, one and the same being. The 
evil was only the good in bad humor. This harmo­
nizes with the perceptions of those who a?e teacl1ing 
that all evil is 011ly lesser good. 

David was not generally his own prophet. Nathan 
was en1ployed by the Lord to say of David, '' He sl1all 
build an house unto my name." 2 Sam. vii. 13. 
Also he was employed to enunciate to David the para­
ble of the e've lamb, and make that king ·pronounce 
sentence against hims-elf. The prophet Gad also re­
proved him. 

David was obviously less of a prophet in the tnod­
ern acceptation of that ter1n than of an inspirational 
musician and poet. As tl1e latter, his strains are some­
times gentle and devout, at others lofty and majestic, 
and in yet others terrific and almost satanic in denun­
ciation of e11emies, if he was author of each variety 
contained in the book of Psalms. Critics- and no 
do11bt on sufficient grounds- find a different author­
ship of many of the1n. Under that shelter David pos­
sibly may be saved from the action of tl1e strong 
disapprobation which the spirit of some things in the 
Psalms calls up in every generous reader. 

Tho11gh called ''a man after ,God's own heart,'' if 
he be judged by the accepted standards of to-day, 
some of his actions cannot be approved. His exten­
sive us·e of concubines was not a crime, and seemi11gly 
not a blemish, under the theocratic government 'vhicl1 
the Lord chose and appointed him to administer. B11t 
his unlawful connection with the wife of Uriah, his 
deliberate and successful exposure of her husband to 
death in battle, and his subsequent marriage of the 
unfaithful woman, are most damaging to character, 



SOLO~ION. 95 

when juclgecl by tl1e standards of equity, of noLle­
ness, or of 111orality in almost any age or natio11. l-Iis 
bel1avior antl t1nseemly exposure of l1is person 'vl1en 
da11Ci11g before tl1e arl\:, he seems to l1ave regarclccl as 
protluced by an inflt1ence frotn tl1e Lord (spirits?), 
and, therefore, not censurable. But tl1at ca11 not 
excuse l1is tt1rning after,vard to otl1er 'VOilleil, and 
neglecting l1is \vife Nlicl1al because sl1e cleeme(l l1is 
COildlict shameful. 2 Sam. vi. 

These cases clearly sl1ow that that spirit of the 
Lord \vhicl1 caine upo11 David a11d l1osts of l1is con­
temporaries 'vas not alwa},.S an abiding a11cl Sllfficie11t 
help for gt1idance and preservation in morals ancl in 
tl1at p11re religion 'vhich Tequires one to do justly and 
to keep unspotted from tl1e world. In l1is yot1tl1, ancl 
mostly too in l1is mat11rer years, he manifestecl lo,ri11g 
ancl noble traits. His freqt1ent reper1tances, l1is for­
bearances to,vard the envious a11d 1nalignant Satll, 
antll1is deep, tender, and al)icling affectio11 for J 011a­
tl1an, tl1ro'v cl1arn1s about him 'vl1ich are frt1itful of 
very pleasant contemplatio11s. 

SOLOMON. 

SoLOl\10N ·was son ancl successor of Da·vicl on tl1e 
throne of Israel. Very many of l1is prov·erbs are 
poi11ted, good, and 2-pplicable in any ag·e. Perl1aps 
his best claim for great wisdom rests upon tl1e cl1oice 
of profferecl gifts which he n1acle i11 l1is Llreain. 
1 l{ing's iii. 5. "In Gibeon the Lorcl appeared to 
Solomon in a. dream ·by 11ight: and God saicl, Ask 
what I shall g·ive thee.'' And Solomon re1)lied, ''Give 
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me an U11derstanding heart to jt1clge thy people, that 
I ma~y discern between goocl and bad." ... And God 
responded, '' I have giv-en thee a wise ancl under­
sta.Iltling l1eart ; ... and I have also given thee that 
which thou hast not asked, both riches and honor .... 
And Solomon awoke; a.nd behold, it was a dream.'' 
Withollt intending any disparagement to Solomo11's 
wisdom or genuine philanthropy in his normal coudi­
tion, the fact may be specially no~ed that he made his 
choice of gifts from God in a dream. '' In Scripture, 
dreams 'vere sometimes im pressio11s on the mi11ds of 
sleeping persons, made by st1per11al age11cy ; God came 
to A bimelech in a dream ; Joseph "'as war11ed bJT God 
i11 a dream.'' - 1Vebster. The dream narrated suc­
cinctly above probably may with .propriety be classed 
with those designated in the dictionary, and be made 

-to i11clicate the susceptibility of Solomon to spirit im­
pression, and therefor~ the propriety of nami11g him 
in this partial list of Bible medi urns. He followed 
the Cllstom of his times and his l~ing·ly office in refer­
ence to women, and yet with much persistency Inani­
fested tl1e traits of an amiable and good man and of a 
wise and beneficent magistrate. 

·ELIJAH. 

ELIJAH looms up prominently among the great 
woncler worlrers of old. In obedience to tl1e Lord, 
1 J{ings xvii., he hid himself, '' ancl the ravens llroug~ht 
him bread and flesh in the morning ancl bread and 
flesh in the evening." Famine 'vas upon the land . 

• 
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Fron1 l1is l1iclii1g-place l1e 'vent to Zarepl1atl1, wl1cre 
l1e asl\:ecl a 'viclo'v woma11 for 'vater to drinl\: a11cl a 
1norsel of brea(l. Sl1e l1ad 011ly a l1andful of meal i11 
tl1e barrel a.11cl a little oil, w I1icl1 sl1e 'vas abotl t to pre­
pare as a last n1eal for l1crself and ROll, a11cl tl1e11 'vait 
ti1e co1ni11g of cleatl1 by starvatio11. I-Io,vevcr, tl1ougl1 
her stoclr of prov·isions 'vas tl1us low, Elijah asl~ccll1er 
to malre for l1im a little calre first, but added tl1at the 
Lorcl God saitl1, '' Tl1e barrel of meal sl1all not waste, 
neiti1er shall tl1e cruse of oil fail.'' She con1plied 
witl1 l1is reqt1est, ''and she, and he, and l1er house did 
eat 1nany days. And tl1e barrel of meal 'vasted not, 
neitl1er did tl1e cruse of oiT fail.'' 

Soon the wo1nan's son, the boy of ti1e l1ouse, ''fell 
siclr, and his siclrness was so sore tl1at there was no 
breatl1 left in him.'' Elijal1 '' toolr l1im and carried 
l1im up into a loft wl1ere he abode, and laid him upon 
l1is O\Vll bed .... Then l1e stretched himself upon the 
cl1ild tl1ree times, .. . and cried to the Lord .... Ancl 
tl1e Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; and tlie soul of 
the. cllild came into him ag~ain, ancll1e revived." 

rrllree marvels, quite distinct from eacll otller both 
in l\:i11cl and in the processes and seeming agencies of 
their acco1nplishment, are presented i11 ti1e account 
just exl1ibited. 

First. The bri11ging of bread and .flesh to an llun­
gry man by ravens. Some re1narks wl1ich were made 
when Balaam's beast was under consideration are 
equally applicable here. Tl1e position then tal{en, 
tl1at some animals can be controlled by spirits, i11di­
cates the cat1se to 'vl1ich we ascribe that UilllStlal 
action on the part of birds. Whence they obtained 
that foocl, and whether the bread \vas of human man-

7 • 
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ufacture, and the flesh from animals slat1ghtered by 
man, is not n1ade known. vVhe11 the apparent scar­
city of foocl in that region at the time, and the mode 
by whicl1 it ''Tas furnished in the case next to be dis­
Ctlssed, are considered in connection, there may ap­
pear grounds for regarding an inferential wonder as 
still more marvelous than tl1e one explicitly stated. 
The foocl 7nay l1ave been ma11ufactured out of invisible 
elements. 

Second. Though the~ poor woman continued tq 
take meal out of tl1e barrel which originally contained 
only an handful, a11d oil otlt of the cruse wl1ich had 
only a little in it, ancl thence to feecl herself, Elijah, 
and . l1er family day after day, yet the qtiantity in 
neither the barrel nor the c1~t1se was expended. 

vV e .have for years been, artd are still being, tattght 
through ~hannels li~e those in wl1ich knowledge 
jlo\ved to ancient prophets, tl1at the elements of all 
the material st1bstances about tls a.re alwaJ7S exta11t 
in earth's atmosphere; and also that we are sur­
rounded by invisible chemists, who ca11 occasionally, 
thot1gh only rarely, command the conditions a11d forces 
needful to produce .very 111any thin.g's which man neecls, 
al)d deposit their proclucts limite~ly where they please. 
That single. statement i11volves the explanation ho,v·, 
possibly· by the use of elements from Elijah, combined 
'vith others from unseen almoners, the stock of pro-. 
visio11s i11 tl1e, 'voman's larder was kept up, and how 
tl1e ravens 'vere· supplied with tl1e gifts which they 
bore to tl1e prophet. 

Third. The woman's son fell sick,-- so sick tha~ 
''there 'va~ no breath. left in him.'' Elijah, by pro­
cesses seemingl~y· m~gnetic,- that is, by· throwing his 

• 



ELIJAH. 99 

body lll)Oll tl1e cl1ild's body, and tl1us bringing many 
parts of l1is systen1 i11 co11tact 'vitl1 tl1e cataleptic 
cb.ilcl,- cat1secl tl1c cl1ild's ''soul to co1ne i11to .l1i1n 
agai11.'' In .tl1is act a l1ealing age11t Sllrcly, a11cl prob­
ably a l1eali11g 1nediu1n, is revealecl. Spirit aicT 1nay 
have magt1ifiecl the propl1et's l1eali11g powers. 

After tl1e above occnrre11ce, Elijah is describecl as 
ptltting l1is l)eculiar occt1lt ca1)abilities in co111petition 
witl1 tl1ose possessed by the propl1ets of Baal, follr 
l1undred a11d fifty in nutnber. Tl1eir united call upon 
their god failed to elicit fron1 an tlnseen source fire to 
consume the sacrifice 'v l1icl1 tl1e3r l1acl l)laced ll}10n 

tl1eir altar. Tl1ey strove and pray·ed all througl1 tl1e 
morning witl1ot1t Sllccess. At noon, '' Elijah moclred 
tl1ei11, a11d said, Cry alotld: for l1e is a gocl: eitl1er l1e 
is tallring, or he is ptlrStling, or l1e is in a jotlrney, or 
peraclventt1re l1e sleepetl1, a11cl must be a'val{ened." 
Neither in tl1e afternoon did they succeed. 

At the time of tl1e eve11ing sacrifice, Elijal1 extem­
porized an .altar, put \Vood and also a ·bullocl{ in 
pieces lll)On tl1e altar, and then l1acl the whole tl1or­
ot1ghly drenched in 'vater. Insta11tly at l1is call, ''the 
fire of tl1e Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, 
and the 'vood, and the sto11es, and tl1e dust, a11d licl~ecl 
tlp the 'vater tl1at was i11 the tre11ch.'' Tl1is was an 
emphatic triumph, indicative of mig·hty po,vers, 'vl1icl1, 
llo\vever, were seemingly moved by a 111ost vi11dictive 
spirit ; for- it must be told in sacl11ess- Elijah 
forth,vitll hacl all those Baal pr01)l1ets tal{en a11d 
slain, four l1undred and fifty of tl1em. ~ 

The facts no'v given indicate tl1at Elijal1 'vas a very 
extraordinary joi11t fountain a11d reservoir of the l)e­
culiar pro1)ertjes which are very helpfrtl to spirits in 
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processes for collecting from out of our in,risible sur­
roundings, a11d for handling, if not making~, such things 
as meat, bread, oil, fire, a11d the like. 'Ve recall no 
otl1er. equal of l1is in such operations as_ mysterious 
food-making, or food procuring, till 've pass down to 
one in whose presence loaves and fishes were most 
marvelously multiplied. The results in eacl1 case may 
be considered indicative of great force in the atten­
dant i11telligences tl1at controlled the physical s:rs-. -
tern, and availed tl1en1sel,res of the constitue11t ele-
me11ts and characteristic emanations of Elijah or of 
Jesus. 

Afterward Elijal1 've11t a da~y's journey into the 
wilderness. As he lay and slept llnder a juniper tree, 
an angel tot1ched l1i111 ; l1e loolrecl,. a11cl bel1old, there 
was a cake baken on the coals, and a. cruse of 'vater 
at l1is head, and he di(l eat a11d drink, and-laicl l1im 
do,vn ag·ain. A second tin1e the angel tot1ched hirn, 
ancl .said, Eat, becallse tl1e journe3T is too great for· thee. 
He clid eat, and '''vent, in th.e strengtl~ of that m.eat, 
forty days and forty nig·hts.'~ 

vVhether l1e himself eitl1er l{indlecl the fire or pos­
sessed a cruse, is not told. Btlt it is obvious tl1at tl1e 
cal{e and the water took l1im by surprise. vVhence 
came they? Probably fron1 \vhence came the meal, 
oil, a11d fire. In this case, tl1e k11eacling and bal{ing 
of the cal{e may have been performecl by invisible 
cool{s. Emanations from st1cl1 knea(lers may have 
been infused into tl1e food which made it continue to 
give him nourisl1ment for forty days and forty nights, 
or wl1ich may have made his system peculiarly sus-

.. 
ceptible of· receiving nutriment by absorption of 
special food from out the atmosphere. 
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The biblical accot1r1ts of the prodt1ction of manna 
and qt1ails in the \vilderness, and also of water from 
the solid roclr, there, where the properties of the ark 
of tl1e covenant, of the \Vonder-worl{ing rod, and of 
the n1edi·umistic Moses a11d Aaron were available­
the accou'nt that water n1arvelously •. came out fro1n 
tl1e ja\v-bone wl1ich 'vas permeated 'vith emanatio11s 
from Samson, through whom ''the Spirit of tl1e Lord'' 
wrought- t.he account just given of the ''ronderful 
reple11ishing of the fiotlr barrel and oil crlise of tl1e 
'vido\v of Zarepath, wl1en tl1·e mediumistic Elija.l1 was 
l1er guest- the accounts that loaves and fishes 'vere 
edt1ced fron1 the house of mystery .at a later day, in 
the near vicinity of Him 'vho was en1inently endo,ved 
with power from on. high,~ these accounts, with otl1ers 
'\vhich might be given, authorize the prest1mptio11 that 
i11visible, intelligent agents were formerly enabled to 
procluce palpable foods and drinks for man by occult 
processes, when these agents could command free use 
of such od~ylic a11d spiritual properties as· constitute 
one form of high mediumship; because st1ch intelli­
gences do mysteriot1sly prodt1ce flovvers, fruits, cake, 
and fluids, near some mediums at the present day. 

Elijah goes and casts his mantle t1po11 Elisl1a, 1 
l{ings xix. 19. That n1antle 'vas doubtless highlJ· 
charged \vitl1 peculiar magnetic elements from Elijah, 
a11d therefore woulcl limitedl}T ptlt sucl1 elements in 
close proximity to its future wearer. Like a servant 
or son, this yo1111g prophet afterward accompanied 
and ministered unto the elder. Elijah already, when 
under the juniper tree, had '' requested for himself 
that l1e might die, for he there said, Now, 0 Lord, 

- take away my life.'' 6 

Elijah, as stated 2 Kings i. 8, ''was an hairy man, 
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and girt with a leathern girdle.'' By this brief de­
scription the ki11g of Samaria recognizecl him. Being 
l1ostile to Elijal1, l1e se11t fifty men to take l1im. Fire 
fro1n tl1e Lord consumed tl1ese men, as it also did 
anotl1er fifty sent out for the same ptlrpose. 1'o com­
IJJellt tlpon tl1e .fact tl1at Elijah was nn hairy man, 
seems to be of little consequence; but since Samson'~ .. 
strength lay in l1is hair, and Elijal1., as well ~s Samso11, 
was one tl1rough 'vhom came uncommon manifesta­
tions of pl~ysieal force, it may not be amiss to mention 
the two in connection. 

vVl1en the hour for Elijah's departt1re approached, 
he and Elisha went to J ericl1o. It is statecl that l)ro­
plletic perception by other propl1ets in that city l1ad 
obtai11ed kno,vledge of Elijah's speedy liberation, for 
the sons of the propl1ets at J eriel1o said to Elisl1a, 
'' l(no\vest tl1ou that the Lord will talre away thy 
maRter fron1 tl1y l1ead tlt-is day ? He answered, Yea, 
I ;kno'v it." 1"'11e t'vo prophets approacl1ed tl1e river 
Jordan, 'vhen Elijah 'vrappecll1is mantle together and 
smote tl1e 'vaters of tl1e Jordan, and tl1ey 'vere divided 
hither and tl1itl1er, so that they t\vo- Elijah and 
Elisha-': went over on dry ground." 

''And it came to pass wl1en they 'vere gone over, 
Elijah said u11to Elisha, Aslr what I sl1all clo for tl1ee, 
before I be talren away from tl1ee. A11d. Elisl1a sa.id, 
Let a double portio11 of thy spirit be upo11 me. . . . 
An(l it came to }Jass as they still went on ancl talked, be­
ll old .. there appearecl a cl1ariot of fire, and l1orses of fire, 
ancl r>arted. them botl1 asu11der, a11cl Elijah went tlp by a 
'vhirl,vind into heave11. ..t\.11cl Elisl1a saw it, ... and 
he sa"" Elijah 110 more. After,vard he took up the 
ma11tle of Elijah, "\Vent baclr," stood by the Jordan, 
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ancl 'vitl1 tl1e tna.ntle smote tl1e waters, whicl1 partecl 
as before, ancl he ,-vent over. Tl1e so11s of tl1e propl1-
ets 'v ho l1atl bee11 loolring at this scene from Jeri­
cl1o, saicl, '' '"rl1e spirit of Elijah doth rest upo11 Eli­
slla.'' Fift,y 1nen searcl1ecl tl1ree days for the body of 
~lijal1, but failed to find it. 

rl"'l1e sanle fJO,vers 'v 11iCl1 had attended upon Elijah 
i11 otl1er cases may 'vell be dee111ed competent, un­
cler fitting co11ditions, to furni~l1 tl1e prophets a dry 
1)atl1 on tl1e heel of the .Jordan. Also, tl1ey cot1lcl fur­
nisl1 the horses and chariots of fire, ser)arate tl1e t'vo 
men, form a 'vhirl\vind vvhicl1 sholllcl infolcl Elijah 
alone, and b)T means of that carry his mortal form be­
yoncl the reach of l1t1man vision. Also tl1ey by tl1eir 
cl1e1nistry cot1ld disintegrate tl1e gross body at 011ce 
into particles less palpable tl1an the atmospl1ere, and 
tl1erefore buoyant i11 its strata. I11 its ow11 n1eclium­
istic com1Jositio11 there existecl some 11elr)fttl sol ve11ts 
for . its o'vn instanta11eous evaporation u11~er the ac­
tiot1 of spirit fires. 

Elijah tl1e Tisl1bite, of Gilead, is undescribed as 
to pare11tage, domestic relations, or positio11 in socie­
ty. Possibly l1e is 11amed in Ezra, x. 21 ~11cl 31, as a 
so11 of Haritn, and classed atnong -those so11s of the 
priests 'vho l1ad tal{en strange wives and tl1e11 put 
tl1em away. l-Ie comes before us abrtlptl:r- first ap­
l)ears 11nannounced, as a prophet Sl)ealri11g to Ahab. 
l-Ie seems to have livecl a solitary life, devoted mostly 
to cle11UI1ciation of ancl opposition to tl1at iclolatTOllS 
king, ancl his sata11ic \vife tT ezebel. It 'vas in further­
atlce of this prominent object that most of the mar­
'rels of his life were \Vrought. His personal cl1arac­
ter and dispositions are not distinctly set forth. No 
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apparent fact opposes our freeclom to conceive of him 
as a good and estimable man, if \Ve can let either the 
barbarit3r of l1is times, or l1is passivity in the hancls 
of his Lord, exempt him from responsibility in the 
slaughter of the four htlndred and fifty priests of 
Baal over whom he l1ad triumphed. Such wholesale, 
deliberate murder is not accordant with moclern no­
tions of excellency in its perpetrators, 'vhether the 
esRential perpetrators have abocles on earth or in 
realms u11seen. A burning hostility to Baal and his 
worshipers seems to have been a frequent motive in 
Elijah, often belching Otlt in flaming denunciatioilS 
against tl1e idolatrot1s king and queen. 'Vhether this 
hostility was volunteer from his O\Vn innate proper­
ties, ancl therefore his co1nmon mood, or whether it 
was mainly an occasional impartation to him from 
without, the ·records fail to indicate. 

ELISHA. 

IN close connection ·with, and as successor to Eli-
jah, comes Elisha, son of Sl1aphat. When first seen 
he is plo,ving in tl1e field. There Elijah cast his man­
tle tlpon him. Elisha was willing to leave his l1ome 
and follo'v the prophet, but wished first to go and 
kiss his father and mother. He makes no mention of 
wife or children, and therefore probably had none. 
His independent 'vork as a prophet, according to the 
record, 2 l{ings ii. 19, commenced at Jericho soon 
after Elijah's disappearance. '' The men of that city 
said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation 
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of tl1e citjr is. })leasa11t, as 1ny lortl seetl1 ; btl t tl1e 
'vatcr iB nat1gl1t" (l>acl ?), "a11Cl tl1e grouncl barre11.'' 
l-Ie tJ1e11 saicl, Bring 1ne a 11e'v cruse, ancl l)lit sa]t 
tl1erei11. Tl1ey brougl1t it, a11tl l1e 've11t fortl1 1111to 
the SJFring of tl1e 'vaters, ancl cast tl1e salt in tl1ere, 
a11tl saitl, '' Tl1t1s saitl1 tl1e Lort1 : I l1ave l1ealccl tl1ese 
'vaters ; tl1ere sl1all not be fron1 tl1e11ce any n1ore cleath 
or barre11 lanc.l." 

It shoulc.l be 11oticecl tl1at tl1is accou11t Ol)ens 'vitl1 
tl1e phrase '' rnen of tl1e city." Yet, as soon as tl1ere 
is Sl)eecll, the language is, ''I l)ray tl1ee,'' a11cl '' J.1Iy 
lorcl,'' inclicating that it may have bee11 011ly one 111an 
wl1o coinl)lained of bad \Vater and co11seqt1ent cleatl1 
a11d sterility. 1"'he city was on tl1e banlrs of tl1e river 
J orcla11, 'vhicl1 probably furnished good water i11 
abt111clance for the mass of tl1e inhabitants of J ericl1o. 
Tl1at Elisha ,v·ent far and wide to tl1e SIJring or spri11gs 
of any considerable river, seems improbable. Possi­
bly reference \Vas had to only one limited spring, 
wl1ose \Vaters fio,vecl over and poisoned tlie grotlncls 
of a lin1itecl spot. Conjectures lil{e tl1is are suggestecl, 
a11d only suggestecl, b~y· the narrative. If they are in 
accorda11ce 'vitl1 the facts, a conjecture arises 'vhetl1er 
there \Vas an.ytl1ing more than a recent cletri1nental 
cl1ang'e in tl1e \Vaters of the spring·, occasionecl by 
some cat1se botl1 then and 11uw concealed fron1 exter­
nal observatior1 ancl the reasoning faculties, ancl 'v bich 
y·et 1nay have l1een cognizable by clairvoyance a11d 
i1ltuitio11. Perl1aps tl1e controllers of Elisl1a saw tl1e 
catise, and also saw ,tl1at in salt tl1ere were 1)roperties 
'vl1icl1 tl1ey coulcl so con1bine witl1 special properties 
in Elisha, as to compound a 11eutralizer of the 1Joiso11 
in tl1e water. Ho,vever limited or however large the 

' 
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quantity of water was, the change i11 it may ha.ve 
been in subserviency to fixed laws of 8pirit chemistr)T, 
and \vitl1in the power of finite chemists. Confe~sed­
ly, the account is obscure. It is difficult to determi11e 
how great Elisha's see1ning \Vork was; and amid the 
uncertai11t~y· of l1ow mucl1 l1e clid that needs explana­
tion, no more attention will be· give.n to this case. 

'' And I1e went up from the11ce, . . . a11d as he 'vas 
going up, . . . there came forth little childre·n out of 
the city; and moclred him, and said tlnto l1im, ''Go 
up, tho11 bald head ; go up, thotl bald head. . And he 
turned back, a11d looked on then1, and cursed tl1em 
in the name of the Lord. A11d there came fortl1 two 
she-bears ot1t of the wood, and tare forty and two · 
children of them." Th·e insolence -of a crowd of lit­
tle children, who are usuallJr thoughtless, and prone 
·to mirth and·frolic, seems less censurable than a curse 
upon ti1em for their jeerings, coming out of the mouth 
of a prophet of a good IJord, uttered, too, in the 11ame 
of that Lord. The account may, and seemingly does, 
imply that in consequence of either tl1e children's 
n1ockery, or of the prophet's curse, or both, tw·o bears 
were i11spired to come from ot1t ti1e wo·ods, and harm, 
if not destroy, forty and two of tl1e band. TI1e !)OW­

er of spirit agents to act thlls is readily conceded; 
but the disposition to do so is very damaging to their 
cl1aracter for equity and benevolence. Little cl1ildren, 
in mass, seem l1ardly¥ competent to such rudeness and 
incivility as could justify their being mar1gled by tl1e 
pa,vs and teeth of savage beasts. Barbarity only COllld 
have hounded on such beasts to injure such offenders. 

In Sht1nem, 2 Kings iv. 8, a certain 'voman, in con-
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cert 'vitl1 l1er husban<.l, built a prophet's little cham­
ber for Eli~l1a- put into it a becl, table, stool, and 
CUlltllestic}{, anJ set it apart for his special use, as he 
'vas ofte11 jour11e.yii1g to atl<.l fro past their hot1se. Sub­
scqt1e11tly this 'voman, long childless, bore a son. The 
lJoy fell siclr and <lied. 1"'11e mother l)laced l1im ''on 
tl1e Lecl of tl1e n1a11 of God..'' Elisl1a was sent for 
a11d can1e. Going into tl1e cl1am ber, l1e sl1ut tl1e tloor 
Ul)Ol1 himself and the chiltl, and prayed ur1to the I.~orcl. 
1'11en he laid himself tlpon the child, ''put his molith 
tliJOn his mouth, his eyes Ul)Oll his ey·es, ar1d hiR l1a11tls 
tlJ)Oll l1is ha11ds.'' l-Ie stretchecl hitnself upon tl1e 
cl1il<l, and tl1e flesh of tl1e chiltl 'vaxeu warm. The11 
l1e 'vall{etl iu tl1e house to anJ fro a while, and after­
'varcl again stretched l1i1nself upon tl1e cl1ild, 'v l1o 
''sneezed seven times, and opened his e3res." It is 
not IJresumed, in tl1i8 case, that tl1e chilu hacl ac­
tuall)r <lieu, tl10t1gl1 all tl1e appeara11Ce8 of Ueatl1 \Vere 
upo11 l1im. Tl1us viewecl, the restoratio11 'vas lJy 
Inag·netic inflt1ences, pos~il)ly fron1 the prophet alo11e, 
but l)robably b;T the aid of spirits or)erating throug'll 
l1im. 

A meclit1m, or, as the Bible states, 2 l(ings iv. 1, 
one of ''the sons of the prorJhets," had died insolve11t, 
ancl a creclitor 'vas about to talte fro1n tl1e st1rvi ving 
'vido\V ''her t\VO sons to be l)onJmen." In her (lis­
tress she sai(l to Elisha, ''Thine har1dmaicl hatl1 not 
anything in the house save a pot of oil." Elisl1a said 
to her in reply, "Go, borro\v vessels of all thy neig·h­
bors- effi})ty vessels; borrow 11ot a fe\V. Antl 'v he11 
tl1011 art come in, thou shalt sl1ut the door tlfJOn thee 
and thy sons, and sl1alt pour Otlt into those .ve~sels, 

and ihotl shalt set aside that 'vhicl1 is full." 
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Otlr mediums receive more or less of the unhealthy 
properties of those 'vhose SI)heres they pe11etrate even· 
psychologically. Psychic forces have always been. 
subject to la,vs eternal, and acted formerly as now. 
Enough of Naaman's leprosy may either l1ave been 
absorbed by Elisha, or brot1ght by Sl)irits to Elisl1a for 
tl1e inoculation of Gel1azi. By usi11g the prophet's 
elements, spirits probably cou_ld give to the poisonous 
matter i11stantaneous action ancl complete. clevelop­
meilt; also coulcl give to the disease so de.ep a seat, 
and sucl1 thorot1gh permeation, as to render it trans­
miEsible to Gehazi's posterity. 

'Vl1en an axman was felling a tree on the banl\:s of 
Jorcla11, 2 l{ings vi., the ax-head. fell into the 'vater,­
and the man said, '' Alas ! for it 'vas borrowed.'' Eli­
sha, having i11quired and learnecl wl1ere it fell, cut 
down a stick, cast it in tl1ith3r, "a11d the iron did 
s'vim." This was a simple case of '\Yonderful levita­
tion, b11t under some observable conditions. A 
prophet or meclitlm was present, 'vho cut clo,vn and 
cast a sticlr upon the water over ti1e ax, which stick, 
by general laws of impartation and reception, could 
become cl1arged witi1 .some of Elisi1a's properties, and 
convey the1n near to ti1e ax-head before it rose to and 
floated 011 the ::;urface. 

vVhe11 Elisha clair·voyantly actecl the part of a spy· 
for the king of Israel, whom tl1e . king of Syria was 
trying to capture, the Syrian ki11g sent horses, chari­
ots, and a great host, to surrot1ncl the city of Dothan, 
'vhere Elisha was then stoppi11g, ancl to captt1re the 
spy. 1"'hey came by night, and surrounded tl1e cit~y·. 

Elisl1a's serva11t, rising early in the morning, saw the 
surrounding host, and said, '' Alas I master, how shall 
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we do ? '' '' Elisl1a prayed, ancl saicl, Lorcl, 01)e11 l1is 
eyes, tl1at l1c may see. And tl1e Lord ope11ed tl1e C)~es 
of tl1o :roltng 1nan, and l1e sa 'v ; an<l bel1olcl, tl1e 
1nOtlt1tai11 'vas full of l1orses a11d cl1ariots of fire, 
rot111cl abot1t Elisl1a." r\.t Elisl1a's request tl1e l1ovcr­
i11g l1ost s1notc tl1e Syria11s 'vitl1 bli11d11ess, so tl1at l1e 
was able to lead tl1e1n unawares i11to tl1e very 111iclst 
of tl1eir enemies; and then, \Vl1en tl1ey \vere l1elpless 
i11 tl1e enen1y 's l1ands, tl1e Lord ope11ed tl1eir eyes. 
Soon- 0, 'vo11derful compassion for tl1ose ti1nes and 
for a propl1et tl1e11!- soo11 Elisha induced tl1e }{ing of 
Israel to feed these enemies, a11d send tl1e1n baclc to 
their master. 
· The processes and agents by 'vl1icl1 tl1e 1)ropl1et 
l1ere 'vas enabled to baffle l1is. enemies are not percep­
tibly different from such as l1ave bee11 previously 
described. On.e 11e'v ap1)licatio11 of spirit po,ver is, 
however, i11dicated in tl1ese last Scriptt1re state1ne11ts. 
Its use in openi11g tl1e i11ner or spiritual eyes of Eli­
sha's young co1npanion is different fro1n anything that 
has yet been considered. 'Vho can suppose tl1at tl1ere 
'vere any less l1orses and cl1ariots of fire 011 tl1e ll1oun­
tail18 rou11d about Dothan, 'vl1ile tl1e young man, 
thot1gh a'valce a11d alert, was unable to see tl1e111, tl1an 
there were after his i11ternal e)Tes had been opene<.l for 
tl1e discer11ment of spirit subsixtt11ces anrl. forn1s? 
Ever hovering angel bands abotlt eacl1 mortal may 
be 110 mere poetic fictions, but as real a11cl as lJowerful 
as tl1ese conq lierors of the S)rria11 host. Tl1e a11gel 
hosts n1ay be ever present, but tl1e st1itable e}re to see 
the1n remains closecl in most people. Special S})irit 
actio11 could open Stlch an one in Elisl1a's servant, and 
can in some people to-da;;'". 
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There is evidence in 2 Chro11. xxi. 12 that some one 
in Elisl1a's day was, on one occasion, aw1·iting meditlm. 
The commllilication '\Vas from Elijah to l{ing J el1oram • 
. i\.s no other person seems so probable and fitting an 
organ for Elijah to \Vrite through as his last con1pa11-

ion 011 eartl1, one may st1ggest tl1e· probability tl1at 
Eli8l1a 'vas his penman. Tl1e strong reason for con­
sidering tl1at writing a spi,rit eom?nunieation, is the 
fact tl1at it reacl1ed J ehora1n abot1t seve11 years after 
tl1e asce11sion of Elijal1. Notice may be tal\: en also of 
the further facts tl1at writi11g 'vas more cli:fficult and 
less cot11mon then tl1an no\v, and that the prophets of 
Israel 'vere more prone to e11force their den11nciations 
of tl1e rebelliotls kings by tl1e magnetism of tl1eir per­
sonal presence a11d the living v~ice than to 'vrite 
them ; a11d if Elijal1, seve11 years before his ascen­
sion, l1ad any message for the king, he \vould have 
spolten it. 

By tl1is simple explanation, tl1at is, by admitting tl1e 
possibility of sucl1 a process of com1nunication by a cle­
partecl spirit then, as l1as bee11 positively etnl)loyed by 
t~ousands of spirits witl1in tl1e last t\venty-fi·ve years, 
an imaginecl rock of ·difficlllty, whicl1 l1as long taxed 
the brains of commentators, a11d forced tl1em to a 
grounclless assumptio11, at once clisappears. They 
neecl no longer put in the margin of the great Bible, 
Ol)l1osite the account of Elijal1's letter, ''which was 
writ before l~is translatio1l.'' It is eas)r no\V to ex11Iain 
l1o,v·Eiijal1 could ·l1ave written it about tl1e time of its 
reception, easy to fincl it prol)able that he did write it 
throt1gl1 Elisha's l1ancl, after his translatio11, and thus 
justi£:y the inclusio11 of Elijal1 in the l<;>ng li~t of re­
turnir;~g spirits. 
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011e otl1er matter, ]JerltazJs of marvelot1s character, 
is connectecl witl1 Elisl1a' s bo1~es. vVhen, after l1is . 
bt1rial, perso11s 'vere a,bout burying anotl1er man, tl1ey 
spiecl a bar1d of hostile men who startled then1. In 
l1aste to flee, tl1e3r cast tl1e clead man i11to tl1e sep1.1lcl1er 
of Elisha. A11d 'vl1en tl1e n1an 'vas let down, a11d 
touched tl1e bo11es of Elisl1a, l1e revived, nnd stooclllp 
011 l1is feet. 2 ICings xiii. 21. "V"\TI1etl1er his toucl1i11g 
any otl1er object 'vould have had the same result is a 
very natural and proper question; yet it is 011e \Vl1ich 
ca11 not get a11 ans,,rer deduced from l{no,vn facts. 
The asst1mption that tl1ere 'vas in l1is remains po,ver, 
or tl1e elements of special power, for the resuscitation 
of a cataleptic, is entirely jt1stifiable. Sucl1 elen1e11ts 
had bee11 a part of himself; a11d his body, yes, eve11 l1is 
bones wot1ld retain in some degree a portion of l1is 
properties of every lcind, and migl1t fur11ish l1is O\Vl1 or 
a11y other spirit means wl1icl1 'vot1ld enable tl1e spirit to 
lay hold upon tl1e grosser physical of ar1y cataleptic, a11d 
send q tlicl{ening i11fluences, like a flash,· all througl1 
the seemingl~y dead man. \Ve presume no intelligent 
reader will fi11d in tl1e narrative an~ythi11g to conflict 
'vith the supposition that this was but one of tl1e in­
Iltlmerable cases in wl1ich bodies '''ere carriecl fortl1 for 
burial, seemi11g to be dead, 'vhile they 'vere not so in 
fact. Suspension of perceptible a11imation, \Vl1ile im­
perceptible remained, had come to this man, im1)ri11ting 
upo11 l1im the common aspect of death. The shocl{ of 
hiH fall and his resuscitation occurred together. Pos­
sibly one 'vas the sole cause of the other, but probably 
virtue from out Elisha's bones helped on tl1e 1)rocess. ~ 

No barbarity attacl1es to the recorded acts of Elisl1a, 
if he 'vas not a voluntary utterer of the imprecation 

8 
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agai11st the ill-behaved children, a11d he may 11ot l1ave 
be~n. rrhe coming 'forth of the bears is not charged 
to l1im. His subjection of the Syrian host to only 
painless blinclness or be\vilderme11t, and his havi11g 
them feel and sent home Uilharmed, are pleasing in­
dices of his temper a11d of l1is dispositio11s towar(.l his 
11atio11al foes. 1~l1e severity of his inflictions 11pon 
Gel1azi, because of l1is base moral turpitucle, is not, 
perl1aps, 1nore than the case Jl?.erited. If we· feel that 
it oug·ht to have terminated 'vith the offe11der, and 
not be attachable to l1is off~rJring, 've sl1all be aslring 
for a deviation fro1n tl1e ordinary cottrse of such dis­
ease. On the whole, Elisl1a ranks well among the 
propl1ets -of old, botl1 i11 1nediu1nistic I)OWer· and in 
amiableness of personal character. 

' 

HEZEKIAI-I. 

THE prophet and good king IIezekial1, uniting in 
prayer 'vitl1 Isaial1, appears to have (,lraw1i forth an 
ailgel, 2 \Cl1ron. xxxii. 21, vvl1o cttt off all the mighty 
n1e11 of valor, .and the leaders ancl ·captains i11 tl1e camp­
of the king ;of Assyria, and thus gav~ protection to 
the Israelites. Whe]:·e tl1e san1e ·event is l'ecorclecl by 
Isaiah l1imself, in xxxvii. 06, tl1e langt1age is, '' The!_} 
the angel of the LoTd 'vent forth, an(l smote i11 the 
c.amp of tl1e Assyrians an l1undred a11d fot1rscore and 
five thot1~a11d; a11d wl1en they arose early in tl1e 
mor11ing, behold,. tl1e3r were all dead corpses." Had 
this come from the pen of some 011e living, a11d who 
could be asked for an explanation, we should be 

• 

• 
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tem1)ted to inqt1ire tolto arose i11 tl1e mor11ing and be­
llelll tl1e sigl1t, since ,., tl1ey 'vere all dead corpses;'' 
also to asl~ '.Vl1etl1er tl1e number slai11 'vas five il1ou­
sa11cl 011e l1t1ndrecl ancl eig·l1ty, or 011e l1 nndrecl and 
eight}r-five tl1ousat1cl. But it is 11ot our purpose to 
notice i11accuracies of gramn1ar or inclefiniteness of 
state111e11ts a11y ft1rtl1er tl1a11 tl1ey create ambigt1ity as 
to tl1e real inte11t of tl1e 'vriter. \V e are willing to 
tal~e the t,, ... o accounts together, and to infer tl1at five 
thousand one hunclrecl and eig·hty of the mighty me11 
of valor a11d of the officers 'vere slain, and that when 
the 1nass of the army r<?se up in tl1e morni11g, bel1old, 
tlfeir leacler8 'vere all dead corpses. Ho\vever inter­
preted, the prayers of the propl1ets seem to have 
called forth a -v-ery marvelous t;lallghter. In its ex; 
te11t, and i11 the selection of victims, it bears strong 
resemblance to the destrt1ction of the first-bor11 i~ 

Egy11t. The po,ver . of disembodied fi11ite ii1telli­
gences to slay men is by no means incredible. 

\Vl1en I-Iezekiah 'vas siclc, seemingly '' un.to cleath,'' 
the Lord promised the prolongation of his life for fif­
teen }rears, and testified to the validity of this promise 
by cal1si11g the shadow on the su11-dial to go baclc ten 
clegrees. Deflection of the st1n's rays, or an optical 
illusion, either, is presumably ... V\rithin tl1e power of 
finite spirits to produce, ~nq. one of tl~ese processes, or 
an equivalent to one of thetn, \Vas employed . 

• 

• 
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JOB. 

THERE is not mt1ch in the interesting book of Job 
that comes readil~y iJ!tO comparison with Spiritualism, 
and yet a few passages in it invite comments. The 
home feeling, Job i. 6, which possesses Satan when 
l1e comes among the sons of God ar1d' prese:qts himself 
before the Lord, and also his familiar chat \Vith God 
concerning the moti,res \vhich indllce Job to walk in 
uprightness, ir1dicate a more friendly relation bet,veen 
him and the holy ones than the prevalent thougl1t of 
Otlr day adopts. The question, tl1erefore, comes tip 
whether our conceptioilS of God and of Satan are 
sucl1 as existed in the days of Job. If they are not, 
whose.are the more correct? Certainly, by the laws 
of mind, we must deem our own most in harmony 
with the facts ; yet, in doi11g ihat, we sit in judgment 
upon the teachings of the Bible, and give to them less 
authority tha11 to Ollr own conclusions, if we omit to 
!ollow its_leadings. Follo\v the Bible facts as given in 
Job, and will they not either put God belo"\v or Taise 
Satan above the conditions which our conceptions as­
sign to them ? No dot1bt is felt · that it will be so in 
the case of nearly every mind at tl1is day. What, 
then, is a fair inference? Seemingly this is. God, 
according to the conceptions of the ancients, was a 
much more limited being than that word Sl1ggests to 
our thoughts ; also Satan's dissimilarity to l1im, and 
distance from him, were not then deemed so great as 
we now co!lceive them to be. Is it not probable that 
any benevolent intelligence working in the unseen 

' 
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'vas, to tl1e 111e11 of old, a God ? and also that any 
malevole11t one was Sata11 ? 

\V e lil{e tl1e stllrdy ma11lii1ess 'vith which Job talks 
to Gocl, 1nai11 tair1s l1is own rectitt1cle, and resolves to 
l1ol(l fast l1is i11tegrity. I-Iis manfPl complaints come 
otlt 'vitl1 sttch empl1asis and force as to tl1ro'v a cl1arm 
arot1ncl him. He 'vas patie11t i11 tl1e se11se in \Vl1ich a 
pl1}rsician's charge is a patient, tl1at is, a sufferer. 
Ancl 'vhen, i11 later daj .. S, a Ne'v Testament 'vriter 
said, "Ye l1ave heard of the patience of Job," he 110 
doubt spol{e 011ly of the a1nount of l1is strfferi11gs, a11d 
not of tl1e spirit in wl1ich he bore them. Job's 
grapl1ic and eloqt1ent Ctlrsing the day of his birth, 
cl1ap. iii., is e110t1gh to sho\v tl1e quality of his 
patience, and sho,vs it to have been sujferi1~g, suffer­
ing intense e11ough to stir up in him outgushing and 
terrific vvrath. This definition of p{ttience is not a 
forced one, but comes legitimately from the Latin 
root. 

l11 the fourtl1 chapter, Eliphaz the Teni.anite puts 
fortl1 the follo,ving Spiritualism : '' Now a thing 'vas 
secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little 
tl1ereof. I11 thougl1ts from the vision of tl1e night, 
w l1en deep sleep falleth upo11 men, fear came upon me, 
and trembling 'vl1ich made all n1y bones to shake. 
Then A SPIRIT passed before my face ; tl1e hair of 
my head stood up ; it stood still ; . but I coulcl not dis­
cern the . form thereof ; an image was before mine 
eye~ ; there was silence ; and I l1eard a voice, saying, 
Sl1all mortal 1nar~ be more just than God ? " 

That shal{i11g of tl1e bones b:y the spirit presence, 
tl1at trembling, that i11ability to .discern the spirit 
form, that hearing of a spirit voice, all show t.hat 
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Eliphaz l1ad such experiences as many Inedi11ms are 
having to-day. In his case there is Bible authority 
for asserti11g tl1e presence and influence of a spirit 
while l1e was thus affected. 

In the thirty-ejghth and follo,ving chapters are 
some of the most instrt1ctive, elevati11g, and eloquent 
teacl1ings co11cerning God, and ascribed to God, 'vl1ich 
the Old Testament co11tains. Tl1is \vhole boolr is a 
poem, and its characters may be mainly fictitiot1s, yet 
it sets forth the prevaili11g ideas concerning God, Sa­
tan, and man, together with their reciprocal relations, 
which prevailed in a very l'"emote age. 

ISAIAH. 

THis prophet had the peculiarities which in our day 
wo11ld constitute an eminent speaking medium. We 
notice only two occasio11s 011 which me11tion is made 
of the putting forth of mediumistic powers by hi1n, 
otl1erwise tl1an in speecl1. In tl1ose two the medium- · 
istic king Hezekiah was associated with him. These 
were tl1e change on the sun-dial, and the deatl1 of the 
Assyrian captains and 1nen of valor. Perhaps the 
properties needful to such operations belonged to 
Hezekiah alone. 

I! 

Isaiah l1ad a vision, chap. vi., in which he saw wl1at 
seemed to him'' the J{ing, the Lord of Hosts,'' and he 
said,'' Woe is 1ne '' for what ''mine eyes have seen," 
obviously laboring under a belief that no man can see 
God a11d live. But he did live on. Whether his sur­
vival argues that-he saw not God, but only some glo-

• 
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rious personage that seemed to him as God, may be 
left to tl1e clecision of sucl1 as clissent fron1 tl1e opinion 
expressecl 'vl1e11 1\.foses 'vas under cor1sideration, viz., 
tl1at tl1e ex1)ression imputed to God, wl1icl1 says, "No 
man ca11 see n1y ... face a11cl live,'' may 111ea11 tl1is, viz., 
,. No man 'vl1ile alive can see my real face ; 110 one 
can see it tilll1e becomes l1imself a spirit.'' If a sight 
of God 'vas sure deatl1, ther1 prophets wl1o survived 
their visions did 11ot see him, thougl1 they may l1ave 
believed that tl1ey dicl, a11Cl spoken accordingly. Isa­
iah 'vas used mainly for the enunciatio11 of clear, 
strong, forcible words and thougl1ts. In cliction and 
thot1gl1t ~1e often rose to the majestic and sublime. 

'\Ve have 110 account that Balaa1n's powers were 
ever exercised ur)on an)Tthing that l1ad not animal life. 
The ge11eral characteristics of his mediumsl1ip, and 
that of Isaial1, 11erl1a1Js, were much alilre. They were 
prophets, accorcli1lg to the present 1neaning of tl1at 
worcl, more distinctly so tl1an almost ar1y others. 
They l1acl far-reaching glimpses. into tl1e future, a11d 
uttererl propl1ecies 'vhich hacl ft1lfillment long ce11turies 
after tl1e lips whicl1 uttered tl1em had-moldered into 
dust. 

JEREMIAH. 

THE 'vord of the Lord saicl to tl1is prophet, " Be­
fore I forme.d tl1ee i11 tl1e belly, I lcne\v tl1ee ; ancl be­
fore tl1ou earnest forth from tl1e womb I sanctified 
thee, a11cl I orllained tl1ee a prophet u11to tl1e 11atio11s.'' 
Does this Inean anytl1ing more tl1an that l1i~ medi­
umistic capabilities \vere foreseen? After\\'~ard the 
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Lord put forth his hand, and touched Jeremiah's 
mot1th, and saicl to l1i1n, '' Behold, I l1ave ptlt my 
words into thy moutl1." From that time forth he 
became tl1e cl1ief propl1et of Israel during many years 
jt1st preceding a11d during the captivity of that people, 
and tl1eir forced removal to Babylon. He lived in 
clismal and trying ti1nes, and l1is utterances are often 
in tl1e sad· tones of lamentatio11. 

Hananial1, the prophet, Jerem. xxviii., prophesied, 
saying, ''Thus saitl1 the Lord, ... I will break tl1e 
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar, Iring of Babylo11, from the 
necl{ of all11ations within ti1e space of t\vo ft1ll years.'' 
But J eremial1 respondecl to l1im, '' Thus sa.ith the Lord 
of Hosts, the God of Israel, I l1ave put a yoke of 
iron upon tl1e neclr of all tl1ese nations, that tl1ey ma~y· 
serve N ebt1chadnezzar, king of Babylon, and tl1ey 
shall serve l1im." Here "re have two me11, each of 
who1n is called propl1et, eacl1 of whom says, '' Tl1us 
saith the Lord," differing in their predictions, in refer­
ence to the contint1ance of N ebucl1adnezzar's ascend­
ency. They come into clirect conflict. This sl1ows 
that there \Vas of old inequality in mediumistic -powers 
for acc11rate for~castings, and that there were some­
times co11tests bet,veen mediumistic persons. Hanan­
iah and Jeremiah both 'vere, among the· Jews, accred­
ited prophets of ti1e same God, and yet theJ' differed 
ir1 tl1eir foresensi11gs of comi11g events. 

N otl1ing that i11 tl1ese times would be called a 
pl1ysical manifestation · is mentioned in connection 
witl1 Jeremiah. He was a · clear-seeing, accurate 
propl1et concerning the present and the relatively 
near ft1ture of Israel, and of tl1e nations immediately 
around him ; but his vision did not induce him to 
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record anythi11g 'vhicl1 seemed to lie so nYnch as one 
century in ac1vance of his clay. In sy1npathy for and 
devotion to l1is people, ancl in personal ancl 1)ropl1etic 
cl1aracter, l1e ap1)ears to stand \Vell. 

EZEI{IEL. 

''THE worcl of ti1e Lord,'' i. 3, ''came expressly unto 
Ezekiel, tl1e priest,'' who sa}'S, i. 1, ''As I 'vas among 
tl1e captives by tl1e river of Cl1ebar, the heavens 'vere 
ope11 eel, and I saw visions of God.'' Strange visions 
they were. Tl1e objects bel1eld 'vere unnatural mpn­
strosities, grotesque, and beyond intelligible clescrip­
tion. '' Fotlr li·ving creatures '' 'vere seen, which 
'' l1ad the lilreness of a n1an, '' a11d ''as for the lil{eness 
of their faces, tl1ey four l1acl the face of a ma11, a11d 
ti1e face of a lion on the right sic1e ; and they four 
l1acl the face of an ox on the left side ; tl1ey follr also 
l1acl tl1e face of an eagle ; '' . . . '' their appearance 
ancl their 'vorlr was as it were a wheel in tl1e n1iddle 
of a 'vl1eel.'' This, and very mt1cl1 more equally i11-
co1nprehensible, is put fortl1 as c1escriptive of thi11gs 
see11 in '' ·v·isions of God.'' Sucl1 tlnCOllth forms !)rob­
ably were beheld \"Vl1ile tl1e propl1et was in a lo\V stage 
of mediumistic development, and before l1is spiritual 
01)tics and other i11ner faculties had become reliable. 
At that time he needed disci1)line and training, per­
l1aps, for he sul1seqt1ently experienced the1n 1nost 
tl1oroughly, beca1ne in ti111e a clear seer, a lucid de­
li11eator, and perspicuous teacl1er. Strilting peculiar­
ities of medit11nsl1ip, l1o\vever, ma11ifested themselves 
iu hi1n for many· ~years. His 1nocles 'vere largely sym-
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bolical, pictorial, and pantomimic. His whole physi­
cal s3rstem 'vas more extensively controlled by Stlper­
mundane force tl1an tl1at of almost any other one of 
tl1e biblical at1tl1ors. lie was rnade to quake when 
eati11g, and to tremble when drinking. 

Above tl1e firmament that was o·ver those four 
strange '' living creatures " was '' tl1e likeness of a 
tl1rone,'' and ''upon the lilreness of tl1e tl1rone 'vas 
tl1e likeness as the. appeara1~ce of a man ab·ove upon 
it." '' A11cl,'' 1vrites Ezelciel, '' whe11 I saw it, I fell 
upon my face, and I l1earcl a voice of one that spal{e ; 
... ancl, ii., be said tlnto me, Sta11d upon tl1y feet; 
... ancl tl1e spirit entered into 1ne 'vl1en l1e SlJake 
unto 111e; ... and wl1er1 I lool{ed, bel1old, a11 l1a11d 
was sent t111to me, ancl lo, a roll of . a bool{ was til ere­
in. . . . I orJened my moutl1, ancl l1e caused me to 
eat tl1at roll.'' On a st1bseqt1ent occasion, iii. 24, he 
says, '' The spirit entered into 1ne, . . . a11d saill, Go, 
sl1ut thyself 'vitl1in tl1ine house, . . . ancl I will rr1ake 
thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy 1nouth, ancl thou 
sl1alt be clt1mb ; . . . but \\'"hen I speak witl1 tl1ee, I 
will OIJen tlly lTIOlltll.'' T\vice, t~le r>ropllet sa~ys, tl~e 
spirit enterecl i11to him when he spolre, th11s i11clicat~ 

i11g his COilsciousness that. some intelligent bei11g, for­
eign to l1i1nself; spoke· 'vithin a11cl by u~e of his pllysi­
cal s3rstem. Perhaps it is not proved, but it is re11dered 
probable, that Ezekiel, w bo. defi11es the spirit that 
entered into him as '' tl1e appearance of a man,'' 
viewed the matter of spirit infl.ue11ce in l1is o'vn case 
jt1st as we do, so far as relates to tl1e· nature or grade 
of l1is controller ; that is, he deem-ed it some clisem-. 
bodied finite spirit. 

Many of Ezekiel's experiences \Vere.,. obviously~ 
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mental OI1ljr, thougl1 l1e describes some st1ch in t erms 
which mig·l1t have been emplo~y·ecl were l1e (lescribing 
boclily jollrneys ancl sights. Sometin1es, howe\rer, 
tl1ere 'vere performecl througl1 and lll)On his ph:rsical 
system tl1ings lat1gl1able for their seeming cl1il(li~l1-

ness, ancl also at otl1er ti1nes things too oppressive or 
too offensive for patie11t contemplatio11. In his tn:-elfth 
cl1apter he describes ho'v he was enjoined to move his 
own household furnitt1re from place to place, an(l by 
such pantomime prophes;r the coming captivity and 
removal of the people of Israel. The same general 
olJject being ha(l in view, he l1imself was made to 
qual{e 'vhen eating, and to tremble wl1en clrinking. 
This seemingly submissive and willing instru1nent in 
the hands of some Lord, this goocl propl1et and good . 
man, was subjected to such usage by l1is master as 
would to-clay call forth public reprobatio11. 

According to the record in cl1apter i v ., l1e was in­
structed to take a tile, ar1d clraw upon it a map of 
J ert1salem ; lay siege against this map city; cast a 
motlnt against it ; build a fort against it ; set a batter­
ing-ram against it round about ; ancl, more boyish 
still, talre an iron pan, and set tl1at for a \vall of iron 
between l1imself and tl1e city, and la;' siege against it. 
In doing all that, the prophet may have been exposed 
to nothing 1nore than popular lat1gh at his extren1e 
childishness. Personal hardship of a different ki11cl, 
however, was before him. He was reqt1irecl to lie on 
his left sicle, bearing the iniquities of the hot1se of 
Israel tl1ree ht1ndred ancl ninety days, ancl then on his 
right sicle, bearing the iniquities of the house of 4'J uclah 
fort}.,. clays. This requirement was to be rigiclly en­
forced; for his controller saicl, ''I will lay bands upon 
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thee, and ti1ou shalt not turn thee from one side to 
the otl1er till tl1ou l1ast ended tl1e days of thy siege.'' 
That seems l1ard e110t1gl1; but 'vorse followed. He 
was tlirected to n1alre bread enougl1 to last him three 
hundred and ninety days. \Vheat, barley, l)eans, len­
til~s, millet, and fitcl1es were to be mixed togetlJer, 
and constitute Ius breacl. The i11greclients tht1s far 

- are not objectionable; but another adjunct, if not in­
greclieiJt., "\vas revolti11g to the prophet, as well as to 
every 1·eacler. Tl1e pen I"eluctantly q11otes, eve11 from 
tl1e Bible, such a requiren1ent, as follo,vs: '' Tl1ou 
shalt eat it as barley calres, and thou shalt bake it 

' with clung that cometh ottt of man.'' 'Ve " rould like 
to unclerstand that tl1e offensive article 'vas to be used 
only as fuel. Bu~ Ezel{iel at once exclaimed in prot­
estation, ~' Ah, Lord Gocl, my soul hath 11ot been 
pollu_ted, . . . neither came tl1ere abomi11able fiesl1 into 
n1y mouth." Then the Lorcl responded, ''I have 
given thee cow's dt1ng for man's du_ng, a.11cl thotl shalt 
pre1Jare thy bread there,vith." ' Such 'vords aclmit of 
no i11terpretation which will remove all filthi11ess from 
that requirement. 

It is no part of our SIJeciai l)lli~pose to vindicate or 
justify any 011e, 'vl1o, 11nder the a1Jpellatio11 ''Go~,'' 
''Lord ,. '' 'V ord of the Lord '' " Angel of the Lord '' ' ' ,. ' 
or any man-spirit, controlled and i11spired tl1e prolJh-
ets and apostles_ of antiquity. Yet 'vhe11 one of them 
treated a man as Ezekiel was treate(l, it is comfort­
ing to fancy that he 'may have seen some promise 
of ft1ture good i11 his o'vn cottrs~ 'vl1ich esca1)es ordi­
Ilary detection. Very man:y people in tl1e present age 
have witnessed usage of 1nediumistic persoi}.s ·whom 
Bpirits were ma11ipulating, and fitting for their own 
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handling as organs of commt1nicatio11, which approxi­
mates in stra11geness, severity, a11d offensiveness, tl1ose 
impositio11s upon Ezelriel ; tl1e alleged reason for 
which l1as been, tl1at thus the cl1en1ical conditior1s of 
the subjects operated upon wot1ld be so changed tl1at 
tl1eir ittner organs \Vould l1a\Te freer play, ancl be n1ore 
reliable and efficient in trans1nitting information from 
the unseen to the external 'vorlcl. 

Ezel\:iel's report of his first vision indicates that 
objects tl1en seen by hin1 'vere too fantastic and 
whimsical to be recognized as intelligible instructors, 
or even as possible existences. Judged by that sam­
ple, his mediumship very mucl1 needed improverne11t. 
During much of the Stlcceeding t'vent}7 years or n1ore 
he conti11ued to prophesy, a11d prevailingly spoke with 
clearness and po,ver, .though l1is constitutional pro­
pe11sity to be figurative and fancif~l is observable on 
nearly every page of his records. --If his severe disci­
pliile was imposed for the purpose of rendering l1i1n 
more plastic in spirit l1ands, ·and tl1us a better inRtru­
ment for prophecy, there need be no question that the 
intelligence 'vhicl1 imposed his burdens coulcl, 'vould, 
and did give him such sustaining help. a.s saved hirn 
from permane11t har1n, and also qualified either l1is 
senses or the odors and p:roperties of his food, so that 
his bread. may l1ave been palatable and no~rishi11g to 
him, even while his people 'vere seeing in it and him 
a panto1nimic prophecy of comi11g destitution and hutt­
ger, which WOlild n1ake even most loathsome food ac­
ceptable to them. ·sometimes, and especially when 
spirits operate, ''things are not as they seem " to tls. 
Obscure in the outset, Ezekiel subseqt1ently, because 
of or in spite of his hard treatment, became a per-
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spictlOllS ancl noble prophet, and ampl~y con11)ensated4 

his trainers and the world for "'hate·ver labors \vere 
besto,vecl Ul)Oll him. He 1vas ~ather an e11dtu~er tl.lan 
a proclucer of ph}-sical marvels; ph3:sically he was 
a mar·vel s11fferer more than a marvel worker. 

AsOTHER seer and hearer of .spirits, another pro­
plletic ·visionist, wl1ose instr11ctions and help came 
partl3r from the ascendecl Sl)irits of departecl men, 
comes before us in the l)ersonage of Daniel, one of 
the 1nost persistently })llre, conscier1tious, tr11e, a11cl 
amiable of the ancie11t revelators and n1ar·vel workers. 
In connection with him it will be conve11ient to take 
brief 11otice of four otl1ers, na1necl by hin1, and in­
wo,Ten in his experiences. 

" Then Kebt1chaclnezzar, king~ of Babylon, had col1-
qt1erecl J erllSalem, and CaTried its car)ttlrecl inhabitants 
to his o\\rn countr3r, he. ga,~e orclers that ceTtain }~oung 
men from among his ca1)tives should be brot1ght to 
his palace, fed· at his own table, ancl tatlght the learn­
ing antllang·uage of the Chalc1eans. Amo11g· tl1ose se­
lectecl were Daniel, Sl1aclrac, 1\Ieshac, ancl Abecl-nego. 

Some years after this the king l1ad a drea1n, 'rl1ich 
escapecl his memor;r. His soothsa;7 ers, magicians, and 
the lil~e 'vere called lllJOn to make know11 to him 
both \vhat the forgotten dream itself was,· ancl 'Yhat 
it signified~ The}r failed to exec11te so harcl a task. 
B11t the matter was revealed 11nto Daniel '' i11 a night 
vision.n He made known the dream itself, ancl also 

• 
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its signification. Tl1is brot1ght l1im office, inflt1ence, 
ancll1onor. 

St1l)seqt1e11tly, becat1se of tl1eir reft1sal to worshi1) 
tl1is l~i11g .. 's god, Shadrac, :l\1esbac, a11d Abecl-nego were 
cast, botlncl; into a burning fiery ft1r11ace, so intensely 
fia111ing tl1at its fires l{illed the 1nen who cast these 
·v·icti1ns in. Soon the l\:i11g', starting up in l1aste, saicl, 
''I see fotlr 1nen, loose, \\ralking in tl1e miclst of the 
fire, and tl1ey l1ave no hurt; ancl tl1e form of the 
fourtl1 is lilre tl1e Son of Gocl.'' 1'he king ancl l1is 

• 

friencls " saw those men, upon whose boclies tl1e fire 
l1acl no power, 11or ''ras an l1air of tl1eir heads singecl, 
neither were tl1eir coats cha11gecl, nor the smell of fire 
hacl1Jassed on tl1em." Receiving that account as ac­
Ctlrate, Baby1on tl1en witnessecl one of the most ''ron­
derftll cases on record in \vhicll acleqt1ate help from 
a11 11nseen sot1rce effectually shielded men exposecl to 
extremest peri).e 

It is well kno\vn to-clay, tl1at there are times wl1en 
some meclitlmistic persons can ancl do take live coals 
i11 their bare hancls, and holcl them through Stlccessi·ve 
mi11t1tes, ''rithout being;tt all btlrnecl or si11g~ecl. Give 
so1ne spirits rigl1t conditio11s, a11d tl1ey ca11 ii1sta11t.ly 
iiT\rol ve or in wrap so1ne persons in an in-visible asbes­
tos or fire-proof robe. ICing N ebtlcl1adnezzar \Vas 
probably· 1nedit1mistic himself, since he sa\v tl1at fotlrth 
form, which 'vas like the Son of Gocl. Nothing is in­
dicated definitely as to tl1e 1)roperties of tl1e tl1ree 
resct1ed men. They hacllong bee11 i11timate coml)all­
ions of Daniel, and, like hi1n~ li·ved most si111ply. 
''ll1en l1e solicited the vision in \vhich he learnecl tl1e 
l~i11g's u~re1nembered dream and its interpretation, 
he asked tl1ese same three friends to ''desire mercies 



126 lviARVEL WORKERS. 

-

of tl1e God of heaven concerni11g that secret." 
Therefore, as a 1nedium he sought their co-operation, 
and the inference from this is, that they were helpft1l 
tovvard tl1e end he sought. Their peculiar and nlar­
velous deliverance itself malres it probable that either 
011e or more ~f them had a sufficiency of mediun1istic 
properties, i11 both qu~ntity a11d quality, to enable 
that fo·urth and llnexpected companion to execute 
such spirit chemistry as would not only shield these 
exposed me11 from the devouring action of flames, but 
would also set and keep in unwonted motion their ii1-

combtlstible spirit lungs. The agents a11d instrumen..:. 
talities b}~ which Shadrac, JVIeshac, and kbed-n~go 
were saved, may l1ave been finite intelligences using 
only· natural, though recondite, elements and forces. 

There is, in chapter v., an account of the feast of Bel­
shazzar, who was son and successor of the king named 
above. In the banquet hall, while tl1e great -feast 'vas 

- in progress, there ''came forth fingers of a. man's hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plas­
ter of the wall of tl1e king"s palace; and the king saw 
the part of the hand that wrote." Such a sight, and 
especially sucl1 operations, are very common now. A 
spirit hand was formed and used· for writing more 
than twenty-follr centuries ago, and therefore tl1e siin­
ilar operations of to-day are far from novelties. The 
occurrence of like pheno1f1ena in such widely distant 
eras creates a probability that they are the legitimate 
outworkings of eternal forces. 

Years rolled or1, till Daniel worshiped his own 
God in defiance of the decree of king Darius, who 
was then in power over him. The penaltY for s11ch 
an act was precipitation into the den of lions. Dan-



I 

DANIEL. 127 

iel's set1te11ce ''ras put into exect1tio11. l-Ie spent a 
11igl1t an1011g tl1nse lrings of tl1e forest, and in the 
morning \Vas able to say to tl1e Iring, H My God hath 
se11t l1is a11gel, and l1ath shut tl1e lions' 1not1tl1s tl1at 
they l1ave not l1t1rt me." Po\ver tl1at controls brutes 
is ofte11 ptlt fortl1 b}r spirits. l11 Da11iel's mediumistic 
l)resence great facilities for Stlch actio11 migl1t natural­
ly be loolred for. 

In chapter x. of his recorcl, Da11iel says, " I lifted 
up mi11e eyes, a11d lool{ed, and behold a certai11 1nan 

clotl1ed i11 linen: ... l1is body was lilre ~J1e beryl, his 
face as the appearance of lighti1i11g, his eyes as lan1ps 
of fire, l1is arms a11d feet lil\:e in color to 1)olisl1e~l 
brass.'' Tl}is appearance, expressly called a ma1~, 

obviously dicl not possess an a11i1nated organism of 
ht11nan flesh, bo11es, a11d coveri11g. Ft1rtl1er on the 
accou11t says, ''I, Daniel, alo11e sa\v the visio11; the 
men tl1at were 'vith 1ne sa\v not the visio11, but a 
great qt1aking fell upon the1n.'' In tl1is. case, as i11 
that of Pat1l, several centuries later, tl1e spirit auras 
and forces atte11dant upon, and used in producing, a 
propl1etic meclumistic vision 'vere such as pern1eated 
a11cl agitated the physical and mental syste1ns of otl1er 
persons 'vho 'vere in co1npany "\Vith tl1e visio11ist, thus 
giving indicaJtion of the efflux of a moderately ma­
terialized aura, or sphere, or holy ghost fro1n tl1e Sl)irit 
~vorld eartl1ward, acting not 011ly i11 and upon the 
one whose interior vision and otl1er spiritual faculties 
'vere to be put i11 cognizable action, btlt also awaken­
i11g fear a11cl tre1nbling in others 'vho 'vere i11 close 
proxi1nity to the prophet. 

His con1panions '~fled and hid themselves," so that 
Daniel goes on saying, '~I was left alone, and saw 

9 
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this great vision ; ... and I retained no strength, yet 
I heard his words w l1ile in a deep sleep," or trance. 
This narrative indicates that the i11strumentalities a11d 
processes a11plied to, and the pl1ysical effects produced 
upo11, ancient prophets, in fitting them for receivi11g 
communications, and for their exercise of t4e pro­
phetic functions, "rere essentially the sa111e as d'vell­
ers in the unseen realms around us now apply to, or 
produce llpon, mediums; establisl1es the probability 
that there exists in the nature of things provision for 
a la,,rful admissio11 and regulatio11 of i11tercourse and 
reciprocal actio11 between embodied men ar1d other 
men conditioned like those seen and heard by Daniel ; 
a11d that no infraction of natural law was ever needful 
for the manifestation of any marvel which man has 
ever witnessed. 

vVhen this vision was obtai11ed. Daniel had been 
J 

"mourning three full weel{s." By mourni1~g he prob­
ably· meant a prolonged and humble praying for 
l{no,vledge, and especially for forek11o,vleclge of 'vl1at 
would befall the people of Israel in future ages. For 
l1is shining visitant robed in linen said to him, '' Fron1 
tl1e first day thou didst set thine heart to llnderstand, 
and to chasten thyself befo~e thy God, thy words 
were heard ; and I am come for [becallse of] tl1y 
words .... I am come to make thee understa11d \Vl1at 
sl1all befall thy people in the latter days.'' Thus it is 
n1anifest that tl1e devout and reverential propl1et 
prayerfully s~ug·ht dt1ring three ft1ll weeks to pry 
into tl1e secrets of tl1e future. If t.l1at prececle11t be 
bad, it was set very deliberately and reverentia.lly by 
a ma11 of deep wisdom and gent1ine piety. Why did 
tl1ree full weeks elapse before his desires were grati-
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:fled? An instructive ancl i11teresti11g ans,ver lur1{S 
i11 tl1c obsct1rely constrtlctecl ancl 'vorcled thirteenth 
verse. The SI)irit in linen l1ear(l Da11iel 011 tl1e very 
first clay of tl1e tl1ree 'veel{s ut1ri11g 'vl1ich l1e 'vas 
calling llpon IJower or powers above l1imself. 'Vl1en 
tl1is reSl)OJlcliilg angel came, l1e ex1)laii1ecl the reason 
of l1is tartli11ess tl1us: '' 'l'l1e prince of the l\:ingclom of 
Persia 'vitl1stood me one a11d t\venty days: but lo, 
~Iichael, one of tl1e cl1ief princes, came to l1el1) n1e ; 
ancl I reinai11ecl tl1ere witl1 the kings of Persia.'' 
Tl1is, at tl1e first vie\v, is not very lucicl; it may neecl 
unfolcling. The speal\:er was a spirit, d\vellir1g witl1 
spirits, ancl called upon the spirit JJrince of Persia, 
wl1o '' 'vitl1stood him for one ancl twent;r clays." 
vVby, ancl in 'Vllat, 'vitllstand hil11? In tl1e t\Vel1ti­
eth verse one of the spirit spealrers to Daniel said, 
''Now ''rill I return to fight 'vitl1 tl1e prince of Per­
sia.,, Tl1is same spealcer, addressi11g Daniel, saicl, 
'' JYiichael yo1-tr 1)rince holtleth l1in1self witl1 n1e,'' or 
worl\:eth 'vith n1e, '' in these things.'' Tl1e iclea is 
thtlS evolved tl1at ~~ficl1ael, srJirit priilCe of Israel, to­
gether 'vitl1 other princes, \vere co-01)erati-ye fig·l1ters 
witl1 the SI)irit prince of Persia; a11cl tl1at affairs 'vere 
in sucl1 contlition the11 tl1at tl1e 1)ri11ce of Persia \vas 
un,villing to spare l\1icl1ael to go i11 compa11Y 'vith the 
man in linen to ans\ver Daniel's prayer until after tl1e 
lapse of t\vcnty-o11e clay·s. Tl1erefore tl1e man in li11en 
''remain eel tl1ere with tl1e kings of Persia'' until the 
prince of Persia COilsented to spare '' ~1ichael, one of 
the cl1ief pri11ce~, '' 'v l1o then did accompany tl1e ''man 
in li11en '' to Daniel, ancl help to develop tl1e propl1et's 
perceptions, anu give l1im kno,vledge of \Vl1at sl10llld 
''befall his l)eople i11 tl1e latter days.'' Seemingly, 
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therefore, Daniel had to remain ir1 the agonies of 
loneliness and prayer -re1nain in'' mourning" -three 
full weeks, because the services of tl1e spirit 1)ri11ce, 
Michael, were during all that time more i1nportant to 
the pri11ce of Persia tha11 to Daniel's friend in linen. 

Tl1e pol'tion of 11arrative tl1us read is unusually sug~ 
gestive in relatio11 to the occupations of spirits a11cl 
the force of conditions over tl1em. They can 11ot al­
ways promptly meet each call; tl1ey may sometimes 
have more in1portant tl1ings 011 l1and tl1an 'vl1at otl1er -
spirits, or wl1at men, ask them to do. Also, the in­
ference is made admissible tl1at partiQular spirits only 
are compete11t to particular operations upon partictl­
lar me11; otherwise we shou.ld expect the· sympa­
thetic man in linen to have aided Da.J+iel alone, or 
have called any spirit to help l1im. l-Ie waited for 
Michael, and thus raises the presll111ption that only 
lVlicl1ael coulcl meet the dema11ds of the case . 

.. Ho,v was Daniel l1imself affected wl1en tl1e vision 
did come on ? I-Iis strength all 'vent from him ; he 
went into a cleep sleep ; l1e became dumb. St1ch 
effects are exact prototypes of modern mecliumistic 

• experiences·. 
Prior to wl1at he calls tl1e ''great vision,'' tl1is seer 

hacl, perhaps all Uilsolicited on l1is part, seen a vision, 
viii. 15, and was seeking to divine its meaning, 'vhen 
there '' stood before him as tl1e appearance of a ma·n, 
and he heard a n1an's voice, ... whicl1 callecl a11d 
saicl, Gabriel, make this 1nan to understand tl1e viRion . 
. . . As he was speakir1g to me, I v-vas in a deep sleep.'' 
Thus one spirit man perceived tl1at Daniel 'vas in 
me11tal per1)lexity, and asked anotl1er spirit man, Ga­
briel, to help Daniel out of his clifficulty. Again, . 
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ix. 21, Daniel says,'' "'\Vhile~ I was speal{ing in l)ra~yer, 
e're11 tl1e rna1~ Gabriel, w l1o1n I l1ad Hee11 in tl1e vision 
at tl1e begi1111ing, being cat1sed to fly S\viftly, toucl1ed 
me, and said, 0 Da11iel, I a1n 110\V come fortl1 to give 
thee skill and unclerstandi11g.'' 

One spirit requested a11otl1er to con1e to Daniel's 
l1elp. The spirit tl1t1s called, tl1e n1an Gabriel,- spirit 
rnan,-did come to give l1im skill ancl understanding. 
Apparently, the special worlc of Gabriel here was to 
unfold and feed Da11iel's mental perceptive faculties. 

Tl1us the Scriptures tl1emselves instruct tiS that 
Daniel appliecl terms to l1is l1eavenly inspirers, teach­
ers, and helpers which manifestly sbo'v tl1at he con­
ceived tl1em to be finite intellige11ces. He certai11ly 
called one di~en1bodied visitor ''the man Gabriel.'' 
The special heaTer of l1is prayer, wl1o came in response 
to l1is call, he spoke of as ''a certain ~nan· clotl1ed ·in 
linen,'' 4-nother one l1ad "the appearance of a man.'' 
A11d a fot1rth 'vore ''the similitucle of tl1e sons of men.'' 
Sucl1 terms surely sho'v tl1at tl1e immediate inspirers 
and teachers of this prophet were far otl1er tl1an tl1e 
Infinite One, ancl may talre rank witl1 him whom 
John fell do'\vn to worship. 

JONAH. 

THE word of the Lord, i. 1, 2, 3, came unto Jonah, 
saying, Go to Nineveh, and cry against it.. But J o­
nah, instead of obeying, rose up to flee u.nto Tarshish 

' ''from tl~e presenee of the Lord." vVhy was he thus 
disobedient? 'Vhy thus a deserter? Because, iv. 2, 
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he then prophetically forel{new, that if he shot1ld go 
to Nineveh, and utter tl1e prescribed denunciation, 
the Ninevites would so httmble tl1e1nselves and la­
ment that the God who called tlpon l1im ~vould repertt 
of the evil ''that,'' iii. 10._ ''he had said he 'vould do 
llllto tl1em.'' And what would betl1e co11sequei1Ce to 
Jonah? Wh~y, l1e "\vould be forced to bear tl1e stigma 
of prophes)~ing falsely; 'vot1ld appear to be either un­
trtlthful himself, or tl1e mot1tl1piece of a cl1angeable 
Gocl; would be obliged to so spealc tl1at either l1i1n­
self or l1is master mt1st seem to be a contemptible clog, 
ft1rious at barl{ing, bllt ·lacking force to bite. St1ch 
was l1is position as l1e foresa\v it." It is to l1is credit 
that he sot1gl1t to escape from tl1e service of one 'vho 
was about to make sucl1 l1umiliating use of l1im. 

J onal1's attempt to flee fro1n tl1e I)resence of that 
special Lorcl whose \vord came to l1im, teacl1es ·very 
clearly l1is belief tl1at l1e "\vas aslred to be tl1e ser­
·vant of some finite, li1nited being; his forelrno,vledge 
that this Lord coulcl ancl woulcl be so moved by com-­
passioi1 as to 'vithl1old tl1e exect1tion of J1is o'vn threats, 

' 

teacl1es tl1at he COilceived l1imself to be callec111pon by 
so1ne one very differe11t fro1n tl1at J ehoval1, "the l\lost 
Hig'h over all the eartl1," 'v ho ever n1oves 011 i11 his 
n1ajestic cotlrse, '' without variableness or shaclo'v of 
turning.'' But it cloes not follo'v from the al1ove, 
tl1at this trutl1-loving propl1et ancl sticl{ler for fair 
11sage was destittlte of a conception of, ancl l1ig-l1 re­
gard for, a Gocl far above tl1at 11articuiar Lord wl1o. 
called tlpon him to denou11ce woe. For l1e said, i. 9, 
,. I fear tl1e Lord, tl1e Gocl of heaven, 'vl1ich 111ade, 
the sea and the clry land.'' It may Le a forcecl read­
ing whicl1 would mal{e Jonah say,. ~'Because I fear 
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that Gocl of heaven 'vl1o made the sea a11cl tl1e clry 
la11cl, becat1se I fear tl1e I11finite God of trutl1 and 
fair clealing,. tl1erefore I a1n atte111pti11g to floe fro111 a 
Lorcl 'vl1o wisl1es to mal~e me tl1reaten on l1is bel1alf 
what he l1imself 'viii lack firm11ess to exect1te." But . 

u11less 've do ascril1e to l1im tb.ougl1ts lil{e tl1ose, \Ye 
fincl l1im the worsl1iper of o1~ly a very lin1ite<.l God­
more limited tl1a11 l1is lJ:Ialcer of the sea a1zcl la1~cl. 

"\Vl1en called llpon to go to Ninevel1, l1e, for tl1e 
goocl and justifying reasons above i11clicated, i. 3, 
startecl off in another clirect.ion for J 011pa, tl1ere fot1nd 
a sl1ip I'eady to sail for Tarshisl1, paicl his fare for 
passage in her, and went on boarcl ''to go 'vitl1 tl1em 
tlnto Tarshisl1 from . the prese1~ce of the Lo'rd.'' He 
therefore believed that a short voyage woulcl place 
him beyo11d the presence and reach of that l)articular 
Lord who wanted to use his organs of ·utterance. 
vVI1ere is there roon1 for a si11gle cloubt tl1at Jonah 
regarded tl1at Lor(l \Vho tallced 'vitl1, and clesired to 
COI1troll1i1n, as being s11ch an one as l1e coulcl escape 
from? In l1is con~ceptions, that Go(t 'vas fi11ite, limitecl, 
q11ite limited, ir1 his l1abitation. Yet tl1~t Lord or 
Gocl was moved by good i11tentions ; his failings 'vere 
on the sicle of 1nercy. For Jo11ah says to l1in1, iv. 2, 
''I kne'v that tl1011 art a graciotls God, a11cl merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great l{inclness, ancl reJJen.test 
tl~ee of the evil.'' All of tl1ese '\\rords, excepting tl1e 
last clat1se, may be applied equally ,-veil to eitl1er a11 
imperfect finite or to a perfect infinite bei11g. Bt1t 
tl1e pl1rase '' repentest tl1ee,'' tl10l1gl1 freque11tly con­
nected in Scripture \Vith God and witl1 Lord, is 11ot ap­
plicable to that which is set forth by the ter1n J cho­
vah, or by the words Infinite Source. 
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Tempest tl1reatenecl to , founder the ship in which 
Jonah was thinking to ~ail away from the presence of 
his Lord. He himself, and tl1e sailors too, believed 
that it was because of l1is· presence 011 board that the 
storm raged so violently. The ca~ting of lots desig­
nated him as tl1e cause of rag .. e i11 ·the ele1nents. At 
once Jo11ah, in the tones of philantl1ropic heroism, 
says, i. 12, '' Take me up, ancl cast me forth into the 
sea; so sl1all the sea be caln1 unto you: for I know 
tl1at for my salre tl1is great tempest is upon yotl.'' 
Seemingly this mag11animity called fortl1 reluctance 
in the l1ardy seamen to harm a man so self-devoted, 
so ready to sacTifice l1is own life for their preserva­
tioi1. They again 4

' ro\ved .l1ard to bri11g the sl1ip to 
land, bllt cot1ld not.'' \Vearied and baffled, at len.gth 
''they took up J onaht a11d cast him fort11 ir1to the sea; 
and tl1e sea eeased from I1er raging."' 

''Now,)' i.17, "'tl1e Lord l1ad prep·ared a great fish to 
swallow up J onal1. A11d Jo11ai1 'vas in tl1e belly of 
the fi~h three uays and ·three nights." Perhaps there 
is not another state111ent of n1arvel in the wl1ole Bible 
w hicl1 the popul~r mi11cl tleems 1nore incredible than 
tl1is relating to J onal1 ancl his fish. J udge(l by any 

· co111mon standards of credibility, it is found wanting : 
i11 the required evicle11.ce. Objectors l1ave someti1nes 
attempted to indicate its impossibility by stating that 
a "\Vl1ale's gullet is exceedingl}r small, a11d could not 
be macle to admit tl1e passage of a man's body througl1 
it. Such objections are based, not on J 011ah's descrip­
tion, but 011 a translation of l\1atthew, who 'vrote eigl1t 
or ni11e hundred years later. Tl1e 'vord 'vl1ale does 
110t occur in the translation of the prophet's own nar­
rative. He calls his living vessel a ''great fish,'' al-
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lowing selection from all that swim. But prove it to 
have been a whale if you can, specify any C?ntract­
edness of gullet you please, and nothi11g tl1en is done 
'\Vl1ich places tl1e feat beyond the powers over matter 
whicl1 disembodied finite intelligences are often mani­
festing. 

''And,'' ii. 10, ''the Lord spalre t1nto the fish, and it 
vomited out Jonah upon tl1e -clry land.'' Wl1at say 
those who maintain that fishes do not hear? One fish 
was spoke11 to, and obeyed a command. There is no 
occasion, however, to suppose that tl1e fish l1eard and 
comprehe11ded the mea11i11g of words. The case is 
well met by conceiving that the fish felt a11 impulse 
to approach the shore and discharge l1is cargo upon 
dry land. The speaking of the Lord in this case and 
a vast many ·others may have bee11 si1nply his creati11g 
an impulse or inclination to ·do tl1is and tl1at. Jonah 
was brought back to tl1e post and services he had de­
serted by experie11ces wh~ch made him practically cry, 
Enougl1 ! Enough! 

"\Ve n1ust follow him ·a little farther. A second 
time, iii. _2, the Lord said to hi1n, '' Go unto Nineveh, 
a11d preach unto it the- preacl1ing that I bid tl1ee.'' 
He went now :as comtnanded, a11cl i11 the city cried 
a11d said, ''Yet forty days, and Ninevel1 shall be over­
thrown.'' Tl1ereupon the people hun1bled themselves 
and mourned, so that, v. 10, ''God repented of the 
evil that he had said he would do unto them ; and l1e 
did it ·not.'' But'' this displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry.'' vVho bla1nes hin1 for being 
mad? vVho blames l1il.n for being angry toward that , 
Lord who, against his own will and sense of right, 
forced him to becon1e an involuntary mouthpiece of 
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threats wl1icl1 he foresensed would not be exect1ted on 
tin~e, a11d therefore perceived in advance tl1at himself 
must bear the. humiliation of being deemed either an 
untruthftll man, a false l)rophet, or the tool of a re­
petttat~t, and therefore an unreliable, backer? Who 

~ blames him? A11d who fails to sympathize \Vith tl1e 
just and ma11l}r resentment that reveals itself "\vhen he 
aclds, ''Take, I beseech tl1ee, n1y life fro1n me, for it 
is better for me to clie tl1a11 to live"? 

Jonah was no crave11-110 l1t1miliated beggar for 
life or temporal favors from tl1e God that p11rsued, ar­
rested, overp_o~verec1, ancl forcecl l1im i11to l1ntrt1tl1ful 
service. He 1nanfully says, 'fake my life no \V, for 
~ro11 have made my co11ditioi1 worse tl1a11 cleatl1. God 
said to him, '"'Doest thou 'vell to be a11gry? '' Ancll1is· 
empl1atic answer was,'' I do 'vell to be a11gry, e\ren t111to 
death.'' l-Ie stucl~ to his positio11 unfli11Cl1ingly, and· 
like one consciot1s tl1at l1e vvas rigl1t. 

It -is true tl1at llis God aslred l1i1n 011ly 'vhetl1er he 
clicl well to be angry for tl1e loss of his gollrcl. The 
whole narrative sl1ows tl1at he 'vas smartirig uncler .. 
the n1any combi11ed i11dignities tl1at l1acl been p11t 
llpOn l1im, and tl1at his a11~wer Inight Well be, and 
probably 'vas, a general one, covering· the n1ortifyi11g 
fact that he had been made tl1e tool of one who had 
filched fro1n him his goo<l 11a1ne as a pro1)l1et. No 
childisl1 fretftllness, but st.ro11g resentme11t of great 
and repeated indignities a11d wrongs seen1s· to . mo,re 
him wl1en he says, ''I do well to be angr3r, eve11 t111to 
deatl1." Tl1ot1gl1 traduced i11 tl1e 'vorld's estimatioil 
b:yr his association -vvitl1 a supposed incredible fish story, 
Jonah, 'v hen carefully exan1ined, 1nay talre higl1 ra11k 
among tl1e v1orthies of the elder clays as a ma11 true to 
frankr1ess, justice, and fair dealings. 
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Rating tl1is prophet tl1us higl1, how shall we regard 
that Lorcl wl1o so dealt 'vith l1i1n as to give him just 
cause, for resentment? I a1n averse to regard the 
l\fost High God as having been the i1nn1ediate con­
troller of tl1is propl1et, and the narrati·ve fails to fur­
Ilisll a.11y probable evidence that Jonal1 himself so 
regarded l1im. He could hardly l1ave bee11 so de­
mented as to s11ppose that he could flee beyoncl the 
presence of that God of l1eaven wl1o made both tl1e 
sea and the dry land, a11d whom l1e feared, but 1nust 
have~ believed himself to be called upo11 by some more 
limited and local being. And then l1is ·anger and his 
bold11ess are such as an intelligent religious man could 
l1arclly be fot111d to n1anifest toward his supreme ob-
ject of worship. A supposition tl1at some being dealt 
with Jonal1 who 'vas not more elevated in ranlr than 
that or1e who was seen and heard by Jol1n, forces it­
self out fron1 tl1e narrative, and thus lets the char­
acter ancl co11rse of tl1e Supreme Ruler stand lli1tar­
nished by s11spicion of unfair dealing or of nonfulfill­
ment of l1is 'vord; vvl1ile the lesser Lorcl, or God, or 
Spirit ''rl1o spoke to and abused Jonal1, may be eitl1er 
approved or condemned by 1na11, according to his 
jt1dgment of the intrinsic merits of that partict1lar 
being. 

Tl1e special rnarvels connected witl1 this 11ropl1et 
are, the raging of a tempest because of his presence 
on tl1e sea; his absorption by, preservation i11, a11d 
ejection fro1n a fisl1; and the ra.pid gro\vtl1 of a gotlrd 
over him. Students of spirit manifestations in tl1is 
11ineteenth century will not overlook tl1e statement 
thap, at tl1e coming on of tl1e ten1pest, Jonah, i. 5, 
\Vas down in the sides of the sl1ip, fast asleep. If 

• 
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that tempest was merely a local one, raised by spirits 
around that particular ship, Jonah, as the earthly me­
dilim, ·was in as good condition as possible for furnish­
ing tl1ose 1)hysical elements vvl1ich tl1e l1overi11g spirits 
would reqt1ire for the operation. The conditio11 or 
state of sleep-perl1aps of -trance-and the abse11ce 
of the body from amid the confusion on deck, 'vere 
very favorable points. The declaration that, as soo11 
as Jonah was cast overboard, ''the sea ceased from her 
raging/' comports well with wl1at might occt1r when 
spirits, having accomplished · one purpose, ceased to 
put forth any longer tl1eir agitating power upo11 tl1e 
elements, and bent their forces upon the great fish 
and the man overboard. Tl1e power of spirits to 
manage a beast under Balaam, tl1e lions around Dan­
iel, a11d ravens as food-bearers to Elijah, im1)ly tl1eir 
possible power over other species of animatecli1att1re. 
Jonah, a plastic medium probably, as 1nost of the 
other prophets were, cot1ld be Sllstained by the .breath­
ing of l1is inner spirit · l11ngs, as n1any persons in a 
state of tra11ce l1ave been for more than five times 
three days, and his bod:y cot1ld be shielded by cllem­
ical a1)pliances from tl1e digesting action of the a11i­
mated fish. (iiven a gourd seed, their powers for 
forcing the growth of a vine from it may have been 
adequate to the rest1lt claimed; also, it was possible 
for them to have canopied a medium under a spirit 
shelter, which should appear to him like a material 
one. Such agents a11d processes are not ptlt forth as 
tl1ose which actually pertained to the experiences of 
Jonah, but only.,. as such as modern observation has 
taught may exist and operate within the scope of 
powers possessed by finite intelligences. lVlinor Gods 
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and Lords naturalljr, ancl 11ot specially subordinate to 
J el1oval1, usi11g forces finer than tl1e external se11ses 
of 1nen detect, 1nay l1ave bee11 competent to proclt1ce 
all tl1at Jonah claimed to l1ave experiencetl. l-Ie 'vas 
a st1ffering and spealcing n1edium, ancl if the tem1)est 
was got llp specially on l1is accouilt, and the fish 
ta1ned and 1nanipt1lated for l1is accommodation, he 
probably possessed abunda11tly the properties of a 
medium for.- pl1ysical manifestations . 

.. 

APOCRYPHA. 

BETWEEN the Old and New Testaments, in all the 
large Bibles printed more than fifty years ag~o, and in 
many of more recent issue, tl1ere is i11serted a collec­
tion of writings called the Apocrypl1a. Tl1ese books 
were 'vritten by co11ten1poraries and equals of so1ne 
of tl1e autl1ors of the cano11ical bool{s, and essentially 
are of much the same authority as the otl1er .literary 
legacies from the same people and time. 1"'obit g~ives 
an account of the spiritualistic experiences of himself 
a11d his son Tobias, in the apocryphal book 'v l1ich 
bears his name, that is so marked, distinct, and inter­
esting that vve g·ive it insertion l1ere. 

TOBIT. 

AccoRDING to his autobiographical sketcl1, which 
seems to be honest and frank, Tobit was an Israelite, 
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. 
nearly contemporary witl1 Jonah, who alwa3rs, f~"'om 

his youth, ·adhered to tl1e God of Abral1am, was faitl~­
ful amo11g tl1e faitl1less, . was also a captive, a11cl 'vas 
tal{en to Ninevel1. Tl1ere l1e was made pttrve~yor to 
the l{ing. .But, though a captive and in office, l1e, 
like Daniel, Shadrach, l\iesl1ach, and Abed-nego, kept 
hun self from eating tl1e food of tl1e l1eatl1e.n, ancl f~·om · 
joining in their 'vorship. Living in times of political 
disturbances, he early took the precat1tion to go into 
JVIedia, and there deposit his silver money with. one 
Gabael. Troubles lrept l1im for a long time fro1n go­
ing to reclaim l1is property. 
. Tobit was a man of n1ucl1 practical benevolence, 
especially to,vard l1is bretl1ren in captivity, giving 
foo(l, clotl1ing, ancl btlrial to the 11eed)r \vitl1 g~reat 

liberality, and with great personal risl{. I11cleed, be­
cause of l1is burying some of l1is brethren w l10111 the 
}{ing hacl slain, llis life was ·threatened, llis r)roperty 
was all forcibly talren from l1im, a11d l1e hacl to flee 
from the cou11try. His wife, A1111a, and his son, To~ 
bias, were all that was left to l1in1. 

' 

Fifty or sixty days later that l{i11g whom l1e l1acl of-
fencled 'vas slai11. This event so011 made it safe for , 
him to return to his fatnily, which he clid, a11cl tl1ere 
in a sl1ort ti111e became blind. I11 tl1eir poverty, his 
\vife took in ''women's work to clo.''. Soine l\.i11cl em­
ployers, besides payi11g her wages, gave l1er a l\:id. 
Tobit surmised that she. 1nigl1t l1ave stolen tl1e l{id. 
Her outspoken resentment of tl1e iinl)lltatioil createcl 
a family jar, whicl1 grieved good Tobit, n1ade l1i1n 
weep, and moved l1im to prayer. In his pra3rer, and 
becat1se of having received false reproaches, he asks 
that he may die. 
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Iiis' narrative goes on to-say, that tl1e same day, in 
Media, one Sara, daughter of his. cousi11 Raguel, ''was 
reproached by her father's maicls, because tl1at she 
had been married to seven husba11ds, 'vl1om Asmode­
us, the evil spirit, had l{illed before they had lain \Vith 
her. Dost tl1ou not lrno\v," said they, "tl1at thou l1ast 
stra11gled tl1ine husbar1ds? '' Tl1us, by .implication, 
acclisecl of mt1rders, she was veTy sorro\vful, a11d first 
thot1gl1t of relief· by suicide. Soon, however, sl1e 
turne(l to tl1e Lord, a11d said to him in prayer~ ''Take 
me out of the earth, tl1at I may hear tl1is .. reproach no 
more.'' The prayers of both Tobit in· Nineveh, and 
Sara at Rages, in Media, were heartl at tl1e san1e time, 
and pron1.ptly arrangements were made in the spirit 
world for tl1eir relief. 

Tobit, in l1is poverty, remembers tl1e money 'vl1ich 
he l1ad long ag·o deposited witl1 Gabael, in lVIeclia, and 
tl1i111cs it best to send his son Tobias to get it. He 
spol{e to his son, 2:nd, being abotlt to start the you11g 
man off on a long and l1azarclo11s journey, availed !lim­
self of tl1e occasion to make a long acldress. He tl1en 
gave ToLias most excellent advice relati11g. to l1is g'en­
eral dtlties, botl1 as a 1nan- a11d an Israelite, a11cl ad­
vised him to tal(e a wife from a1nong l1is ki11dred. 

Matters l1aving gone thus far, Tobit gave to his son 
a written order on Gabael for tl1e money. Tobias 
needed a companion ancl guide 011 l1is journey i11to a 
la11d all u11l~nown to himself. 1"11e fatl1er, therefore, 
se11t hi1n 011t to seek for a st1itable· one. Tobias 111et a 
stranger, ancl said to l1i1n, ''Canst tl1ou go with 1ne to 
Rages? " 'The reply was, ''I will go 'vith tl1ee, and 
I k11ow tl1e 'vay 'vell, for I l1ave lodged \vith our 
brother Gabael.'' Tobias reportecl success. IIis 

.. 
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fatl1er said, '' Call the · man unto me." The man 
can1e i11. Tobit said to l1im, ''Show me of what tribe 
and farnily tl1ou ar~.'' Tl1e man i11quired, ''Do )'"OU 

seek for a tribe and family ? or for an hired ma11 to 
go \Vith tl1y son?'' Tobit said, ''I would kno\v, 
brother, of thy kindred and name.'' The man re­
plied, ''I am Azarias, the son of Ananias tl1e Great, 

.and of tl1y brethren.'' Tl1is \Vas satisfactory to Tobit, 
wl1o then aslred, ,. vVhat wages sl1all I 1)ay thee?­
a clrachm a day and ex1)e11ses? '' This "\Vas satisfac­
tory. The bargain was closed. 

Tobias and l1is guide soo11 started on tl1eir journey, 
a11d came in the evening to the river Tigris. '' A11d 
wl1en the young n1a11" (Tobias)'' \vent down to \Vash 
himself, a fish leapecl out of tl1e river, and \Vould l1ave 
devollred him.'' His guide lsaid, '' Tal{e tl1e fisl1.," 
and he dicl, and drew it to la11d. The g ·nide said, 
'' Open the fi811, and take tl1e l1eart, and tl1e liver, ar1cl 
the gall, and put them up safely." The guide after­
warcl said, '' If a devil or an evil spirit trouble a11y 
one, rnal{e a s1noke of the l1eart 'ancl the liver l)efore 
the man or wo1nan, and the party sl1all be 110 more 
vexed. Tl1e gall is good to anoint a man tl1at hath 
blindness.'' 

'\Vl1en they were co1ne near to R.ages, tl1e guide 
said, " To-clay \\te shall lodge 'vith R.aguel, vvho is tl1y 
cousin. l-Ie hath one only daughter, named Sara : 
I \vill speak for her, that she may be given tl1ee for a 
wife.'' Tobias repliecl, '' I l1av·e l1eard, Azarias, tl1at 
tllis 1naid hatl1 bee11 g·iven to seven men, w l1o all _clied 
in tl1e marriage chamber.'' 'I'he guicle responded, 
'' She shall be given thee to wife ; and make thou no 
reckoning of tl1e evil spirit; for this same night sl1all 

, 
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she be given thee in 1narriage; and wl1en tholl shalt 
con1e i11to the marriage cl1a.mber, thou sl1alt take of 
the ashes of l)erfllme, and shalt lay 11pon. tl1e1n some 
of tl1e heart and liver of tl1e fish, a.11d shalt tnal{e a 
smol{e witl1 it, and the · devil sl1all smell it, and flee 
away." 

Tl1ey came to Rag11el's l1ouse, ,~vl1o was cousin to 
Tobit. vVhen Tobias anilOU11Ced tl1at l1e was son of 
Tobit, Ragt1el leaped 11p, and kissed l1im, a11d 'vept, 
and said, '' 1"'11ou art son of an honest man." Like­
v;rise also Edna, his wife, and Sara, his da~ghter, wept, 
btlt r)robably for joy; for the family entertaii1ed the 
new comers cheerftttlZy, and set before them plentifully 
of the best. 

Soon Tobias said to his companion of the way; 
'' Speak of those thi11gs of wl1ich tl1ou did~t mention, 
a11d let tl1is business be d·ispatehed. '' Azarias did so, 
a11cl Ragt1el was pleasecl at tl1e pro1npt proposition for 
l1is claughter; b11t, like an honest man, said, '' I will 
declare U11to thee tl1e truth. I have given my datlgh­
ter to seven men, who died that night they came in 
unto her; nevertheless, for the present be Inerry.'' 
B11t Tobias said, ''I \vill eat 11othing here till we 
ag'ree, an·d swear one to another." Ragt1el said, 
'' Take l~er." The marriage was soon COI1Stlmmated; 
the bridal cl1amber prepared and occt1pied ; tl1e heart 
a11d liver of the fish btlrned, as directed ; prayer of­
fered ; the smell drove the evil spirit to Eg)rpt ; the 
\vedded couple slept that night, and 'vere well in the 

• morning. 
Tied to a 11ew vvife, an~ devoted to a fourteen da}7 S' 

weclding feast, Tobias se_nf his gtiicle on alone to Ga­
biel, in Media, to obtain the money, which ''ras the 

10 
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chief object for which tl1e journey had been tlnder­
taken. The guide was stlccessful in getting payme11t 
of Tobit's deposit, and., at the proper time, Tobias, 
his new wife, a11d the guide l"'ettlrned 11ear to Nineveh 
all well. 'Vhile a little way out from tl1e city, the 
guicle proposed that l1e a11d Tobias sllol.lld press on 
al1ead of tl1e 'vife, and make a little- preparation for 
her reception. He directed Tobias to take in his hand 
the gall of the fish, a11d said to hin1, '' I know tl1at 
thy father will open l1is eyes.'' 

Anna, motl1er of Tobias, saw tl1em coming, ar1cl ra11 

forth to meet them. Blind Tobit hlso 've11t fortl1, but 
stumbled ; and '' l1is son ran 1111to l1im, tcolr l1olcl of 
his fatl1er, a11d strake of the gall on his fatl1er's e:y·es; 
ancl w~he11 the eyes began to smart, he r11bbecl tl1em, 
ancl the whiteness peeled from the corners of l1is eyes, 
a11d l1e sa\v.'' "' 

Tl1e excitement attenc1ant llpOil the safe a11d l1appy 
return of Tobias, and UI)On Tobit's recovery of l1is 
sight, having a little subsicled, it was remembered tl1at 
tl1e capable, faitl1ful, a11d beneficent gt1icle must be 
compensat ecl, a11d judg·ed that l1e deserved to be very 
richly con1pensated. They, t,her~fore, n1acle hi111 lib­
eral proffers. But this guid~ needed 110 mo11eyec1 conl­
pen~ation. He rose in gra11clet1r, a11cl spol{e as fol­
lows : '' It is good to keep close tl1e secret of a l{ing ; 
but it is l1onorable to reveal tl1e worl\:s of Gocl. 

1 

Stlre­
l}r I will keep close nothing from you. - Now, tllere­
fore·, wl1en both_. tt1ou and Sara, tl1y clat1ghter-ii1-law, 
clicl pTay, I did bring the remenJl)rance of yotlr l)ra_y·ers 
before tlie Holy One·; ancl now God has sent me to 
l1eal thee and Sara, thy daughter-in-la\v. I 'an1 Ra­
p l1ael, one of tl1e· seve11 holy angels, which present the 
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pray,.ers of the saintR ; . . . fear not ; . . . by t.l1e will 
of otlr God I came ; . . . all these clays I did appear 
unto you ; but I dicl11either eat 11or drinl{ ; 3re dicl see 
~vision~· ... I go tlp to Him tl1at se11t me.'' 

Who or of what nature or rank i11 the scale of in­
telligences was this guicle, companio11, a11d benefactor 
of 1'obias ? He announced l1imself as Azarias, son 
of A11at1ias the Great, a11cl as 011e of Tobit's bretl~ren. 

Tobit said in reply, ''I know A11anias a11d Jonatl1as, 
sons of that great Samias; 've we11t to Jert1sale1n to­
gether; m:r brother, thou art of a good stock.'' I-Ie, 
therefore, vvas, or had once been, a m.an. His spirit 
na1ne, Ra1)l1ael, signifies a comforter, and l1is earthly 
one, Azarias, llas nearly tl)e Saine meaning. Obviously 
tl1e t\vo nan1es belonged to the san1e person. 

Those modern teachings, which inform us that tl1e 
appropriate action of the SIJirit world upon tl1is is, to 
a great extent, ptlt fortl1 by associatecl bands tl1eTe, in 
whicl1 there is subdivisio11 of labors, suggest the S1lp­

position that the departed Azarias 111jgl1t have been 
one of 'seven spirits, wl1ose SIJecial cluty 'vas to 11otice 
the earnest and · true prayers of th.e members of the 
tribes of Israel, or n1e1nbers Df some si11gle 011e of 
those tribes, or even of s~1ne subclivisio11 of a ~ribe, 

a11d also tl1e supposition tl1at there n1ay be i11nt11nera­
ble bands of seve11 angels eacl1, wl1o l1earken unto the 
pra:yers of earth's children, a11cl }Jresent all true 011es, 
as tl1ey ''go in and otlt before the glory of the Holy 
One.'' 

Tl1is case is specially remarl{able for lo11g-contint1ed 
visibility of a spirit, and of -a spirit's IlO\rer to act ot1t 
naturally for a long· time tl1e offices of a11 embodied 
man. It gives pleasi11g l1ints as to the watcl1ft1lness 

r 
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of departed ones over us, atld of their offices ill mak­
illg man~s distresses lrl10\Vl1 at a sot1rce whence relief 
and peace may issue and inwTap tls. It l1ints tl1e pos­
sibilit}r tl1at sitnilar I{indly a11g·eJ.s, thougl1 all Ullseell, 
may go with tls i11 our jo11rney·ings, a11d d \veil '\vith us 
in our l1abitations. It sllo,vs, too, tl1at q tieer relne­
dies ancl processes of relief 111ay be prescribed for ex­
pelling evil spirits a11cl curing pl1ysical afflictions by 
beings more progressecl tl1a11 beclot1decl n1ortals. Tl1e 
doings, lJeari11g, a11d t1tterances of this Raphael are 
a1nong tl1e Inost beat1tiful a11d elevating, as 'vell as 
the most marvelous, \Vl1icl1 have come clo\, ... n from tl1e 
ages \\7 hen prophecy a.ncl SI)irit prese11ce \vere both 
very frequent and very ''precious .. ' ' 

OLD TESTAlVIENT SUJ\II~1ARY. 

\VE l1ave now scan11ecl tl1e conte11ts of many Old Tes­
tament pages i11 tl1e ligl1t \Vhicl1 shon8 fortl1 from the 
fact tl1at the special i11spirer of Jol111, the Revelator, 
wl1en l1e saw, l1earcl, a11cl describecl tl1e sce11es a11d 
teachings of ti1e 1Jook of Revelation, 'vas tl1e return­
ing spirit of one of the old lJrophets. 

Abral1am and Lot ''rerc visited by sucl1 a'' Lorcl,'' 
and s11ch '" 'vord of tl1e Lord," tl1at tl1ey spol{e of, a11d 
treatecl l1im or it, as lJei11g 1nen and as bei11g angels. 
A11y i11terpretatio11 of tl1e tra11sn1ittecl accot1nt of tl1eir 
experier1ces, 'v l1ich implies · that tl1ey \Vere i11strticted, 
guided, a11d aicled clirectly, iininecliately, and super­
nattlrall)r, by the Infinite God, is (listli1ctly irrational-
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it must be the offspri11g of purblind credulity, and 
not of clear-sigl1ted reason. 

Passing next to Moses, we found him under the 
tutelage of a God 'vho \vas sometimes vexed witl1 
wratl1, sometimes repe11tant of his own threats, who 
once atte1npted to kill l\1oses i11 tl1e iilil ; who was the 
prompter of dishonest borro,ving' from the Egypt.ians, 
and the executor of most unseemly vengeance upon 
the Egyptians, a11d also tlpon Korah and his rebel fol­
lowers-. Such Bible presentations of God, or the Lord, 
constitt1te strong reason for the conclusion that Moses 
himself had no belief tl1at he 'vas describing tl1e In­
finite and Holy One; or, if he did thtls belie·ve, it 
'vas becat1se he beheld a being of Sllch sple11dor and 
po,ver as made him Sllppose tl1at the Infinite 011e was 
before him, and, like John, he was ready to worship 
the finite in all good faith and si11cerity, as tl1e Lord 
of all heaven· and all earth. Tl1e strong indications 
in his narrative, that he was gl1ided and controllecl by 
some finite intelligence frienclly to Israel, and l1ostile 
to that people's oppressors, render it a -safe conclu­
sion that Moses applied the ter1ns Lord a11d God 
to some returning spi~--it; therefore 've, at this day, 
need not regard tl1e short-comi11gs a11cl lal)Ses frotn 
consistency, fairness, and mercy, by tl1e God of lVloses, 
as attaching to t~e God o£ modern Christendom. Tl1e 
distrust of his constant co-laborer and brother, Aal--on, 
and of Miriam, their si~ter, in the llnvar:ying infal­
libility of the instructions Moses received fro1n the 
Lord, gives l1S the Llecision of more compete11t judges 
than any novv extant on the eartl1, that tl1at Lord 
might err. 

No Sectarian, Jew, or Christian (we here make 
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all Christians one sect, a11d all Jews another, as dis~ 
ti11guisl1ed from the holders of any other religion),­
no Sectarian, J e"r ,_ or Cl1ristia11 \viii ask 11s to regard 
the God of that heati1e11 diviner Balaam as the One 
I11fi11ite ~~ather. A11d yet l1is God is lrno\Vll by pre· 
cisely tl1e same names as are used to clesignate ti1e 
God of Moses ; a11d tl1e · t\VO tnediate Gods of tl1ese 
propl1ets were, we doubt not, of t.l1e same rank i11 

the scale of being ; botl1 'vere tl1e ascended s11irits of 
n1en. 

Tl1e God of Josl1ua seemingly laborecl a wl1ole \Veek 
to 111al{e co11ditions rigl1t for tumbli11g dow11 the walls 
of J ericl1o, wl1ile Gideon's arrangecl to c11Il 011t tl1e 
mediu111s of an army, and tl1us 111ake a battery by 'vhich 
spirits could rotlt ar1 e11e111J. 

\Vl1e11 've came to Sa111son, \Ve fou11cl tl1e very ex­
isteilce of sucl1 a rougl1 foretol(l by one 'vl1ose counte­
nailce \Vas lilre '' a11 angel of God, ve1·y terrible.~' 
Talring l1is career ancl cl1aracter i11to accot1nt,- find­
ing l1i111 scarcely a11ytl1ii1g else tl1an tl1e 1nurclerer of 
Pl1ilisti11es an<l ti1e CO]lsort of l1arlots,- it js a relief 
to fincl a 'vay by 'v l1icl1. ti1e }Jsychologizing forces of 
so1ne finite, '' ,rery terrible " 011e ca~tsecl tl1e genera­
tion of sucl1 a man, a11cl ii1flue11ced hin:l to be 'vl1at l1e 
beca1ne. vV e \Velco111e ti1e vie\Y \V l1icl1 fairly J?er111its 
us to COilclucle, beJr011d reaso11able cloubt, tl1at tl1e 
spirit of tl1e Lord 'v l1icl1 often carne UlJOil a11cl ener­
gizecl sucl1 a 1nurderer as Sa1nson, \Vas tl1e spirit of 
so1ne fi11ite· Lord., a11d a Lord, too, who '"vas far from 
being in full sympathy with tl1e lJerfect Infinite. 

1."'he l1un1ble, l1onest, earnest prayer of I-Iannal1, 
aicled by t~e hallo"'·ing i1lflt1ences of the te1nple, the 
ark, and the aged priest Eli, fitted l1er to become 
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mother of a very clifferent cl1ilcl. Samuel l1earcl a 
spirit 'roice i11 l1is early boyl1oocl. I11 ma11hoocl l1is 
Lord tolcl l1irn tllings '' in his ear ; " l1e was the fi11cl er 
of lost property for l1ire, and the foreteller of events 
-l1e 'vas obviot1sly attencled b~y a ltinclly ancl good 
fa1niliar srJirit, ancl was tl1e 1nost trusted oracle 
in l1is 11ation. Such acts,. ar1d his l1e,ving Agag to 
pieces, malce it pleasant to believe, as \Ve well 111ay, 
tl1at so1netin1es, at least, finite spirits 'vere l1is in­
visible l1el1)ers, and in tl1e Agag matter his con­
trollers. 

Tl1e prophetic i11:fluei1Ce 'vl1icl1 caused Saul to strip 
l1i1nself nalced in 1)ublic, a11d lie in that condition on 

• 
tl1e grot1ncl a day a11d a night, all(l tl1e alter11ating 
goocl a11cl evil spirit from tl1e Lord 'vhicl1 actuatecl 
hi1n, bespeak operations 'vhich it is 1nore _pleasa11t to 
i111pt1te to fi11ite beings tl1a11 to the I11finite. 

Tl1e 'voman of Endor 'vas attended by a familiar 
Sl)irit. The Bible states that. Therefore tl1e Bible 
proves that a spirit can be an attenda11t UI)Oll ~ mor­
tal, and asst1mes tl1at said spiri~ can give i11formation 
and help to the person it accompanies. Coi1seqt1e11tly, 
sometimes, unseen in~elligences ca11 co11nect thel11-
selves 'vitl1 living 1nen and 'von1e11, ancl be tl1eir 
teachers of things that are vailed from n1a11's ot1ter 
senses or his 11ormal reason, if the spirits possess st1cl1 
lrno,vledge. Tl1is is an important poi11t. The Bible 
itself l1ere admits tl1at information 1nay be imparted 
,to n1an from Otlt the tlnseen realms by those finite 
teacl1ers whq are spol{ell of as farniliar spirits. And 
who are they? Or rather 'vl1at does tl1e 'vorcl famil­
iar properly import? Its first and most obvious meail­
ing is, '' an intimate, a close companion," or 011e of 
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the family. Its secondary meaning, ''an evil spirit,'' 
has gro'v11 out of theological asst1m1Jtioi1, and is Ull\var­

rantably restrictive. The fa1niliar spirit may be of 
any quality, good, bad, or indifferent. Moses ob·viotls­
ly had 011e. Balaam, too; as clearly l1ad 011e. From 
tl1e Bible here, as in 1nany otl1er places, 've-learn tl1at 
tl1ere existed of old, a11d 'vas recognized of old, a pro­
cess by whicl1 1)rorJl1ets and apostles may have re­
ceived ii1for1natio11 from out tl1e l1eavens, which }ret 
came from intelligences far below the unerri11g One. 
As J ol1n was taugl1t by a finite being, so every proph­
et may l1ave l1earcl a11d received i11formation from 011e 
of a like grade. At the req11est of tl1is wo1nan of 
Endor, or of l1er fa1niliar spirit, tl1e good Samt1el "ras 
reached in his spirit abocle, and in response so pre­
sented himself to l1er spirit vision that sl1e saw l1is 
form and his dress and .l1earcl l1is ·voice. The ret11rn 
of a spirit, tl1erefore, when called for under fitting con­
ditio11s, is assumed by the Bible to be possible in tl1e 
nature of tl1ings. l\1oc1ern calls upon spirits and 
tl1eir return are i11 l1armo11Y v;ith_ the eternal laws and 
provisions of the Creator of the universe. 

Passi11g by David, Solomon, Elijal1, Elisl1a, andHeze­
krah, because their l1istories furnish nothi11g wl1ich 
specially points to tl1e nature of tl1e being or bei11gs 
from vv hom they received i:Q.struction and aid, \Ve 

come to tl1e book of Job, 'vherein the familiarity be­
tween God and Satar1 ir1dicates that ancient concep­
tion placed them much 1nore on a par than ours doe~ 
to-day, and raises tl1e inquiry whetl1er. the God there 
named can be ot1r God of to-day. In tl1at history or 
poem, distinct mention is made, that a spirit passed 
before a certain man, and filled him with the tremor 
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and agitatjon whicl1 tl1e 11ear prese11ce of spirits pro­
dtlces in ma11y sensitives in tl1e present era. 

Isaiah and Jeremial1 'vere but speal{ing mediums, 
repeati11g \VI1at they hearcl by tl1eir i11ner se11se, or ut-. 
tering tl1ougl1ts otltflo,vecl throug·l1 the111 by some for­
eig11 intelligence. Tl1ey give 110 disti11ct i11dications 
of tl1e grade of bei11g that used tl1e111 as instruments, 
excepting tl1at Isaial1, l1avi11g seen '' ti1e l{ing~ tl1e 
Lorcl of Hosts,'' fear eel tl1at' he sl1ou.lcl clie fortl1\vitl1; 
bllt si11ce he livecl on ma11y years afterward, tl1e fair 
scriptural argt1n1ent is, that l1e had not seen God him­
self, 'vhich 'vot1ld. ha,re been deatl1, btlt had only 
see11 some other glorious being, as John clicl, and n1is­
talren tl1e perso11 tl1us seen for the Infi11ite God. Fair 
grollncl is tl1us gi ve11 for an inference fro1n facts of 
Scripttlre here, that some lesser being tl1a11 our God 
''touched Isaial1's hallowed lips witl1 fire.''· 

The '' vV ord of tl1e Lord '' came unto Ezekiel i11 
''Visions of God." In that ''vision of G·od '' wi1ich 
",.as also· the ''word of tl1e Lord," tl1e propl1et sa\v­
not God- but tl1e queere~t forms imaginable, a11d also 
somethi11g ''as the appeara11ce of a man"- (a spirit?) 
-and ''the spirit'' . entered into Ezel{iel 'vl1en he 
spalce unto him. This teacher n1al{es l1is i11formant, 
or inspirer, ''as ti1e appeara11ce of a man.'' All read­
ers will be glad to believe that he \vho st1bjected this 
medium to tl1e hardsl1ips and indignities he e11dured, 
is 11ot placed by Ezekiel himself above sometl1ing 
closely· resembling a man; and thtlS he teaches us that 
if \Ve exalt l1is i11spirer into the I11finite 011e, we sl1all 
depart from the teachi11gs of the Bi\>le. 

Daniel's teacl1ers, too, \Vere spoken of by l1im as 
men. One was a man clothed in linen, and another 

/ 
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was the man Gabriel. However high a11d exalted 
maJ·· l1ave been tl1e Gocl 'vl1om tl1is devotlt 1nan \VGr­

shiped, l1e infor1ns us clisti11ctly ti1at those 'vl1o fur-
11isl1ed some of his prophecies, a11d expot111ded some 
of his visions, \Vere spirit men. 

Wl1e11 we come to Jo11al1, we fi11d the .Gael 'vl1o 
wisl1ed hi1n to clenounce 'voe agail1st Ni11evel1 \vas 
U11.clerstoocl by this propl1et to be so lin1ited tl1at l1e 
coulcl soon sail Otlt of l1is clominions, and also so l!l)Cl{­
ing in firmness ti1at compassio11 'vould indt1ce l1in1 to 
forfeit llis worcl. Tl1e argt11ne11t fro1n J onal1's con­
cluct is, that l1e deemed tl1at God to be 011ly son1e 
finite being. 

This su1nmary of points eitl1er proved or fairly indi­
cated by tl1e writers of the Old 1_"'estamei1t, as to the 
ranlc of ti1e l1ei11gs 'vho taught and inspired tl1em, 
shows that tl1e Bible gives ver;r broad and fir1n grou11d 
for believing that so1ne st1per-mtlncla11e helpers ancl 
i11spirers of l\!Ioses and other Old Testament a11thors 
had 011ce been, lilre Joi1r1's i11spiri11g angel, 1nen, liv­
ing and acti11g on tl1e earth, still i11fluei1.Ced probably 
by tl1eir former mU11clane sy1n1)atl1ies, a.nd sul1ject, 
more or less, to l1uman fallibilities. It is no departure 
from Bil)le teaci1ing~s to believe in tl1e retur11 of de- . 
parted spirits, or to l1ave faitl1 tl1at sucl1 spirits for­
merly were, a11d 11ow may be, \Yorkers of signs a11d 
wonders tl1rot1gl1 sucl1 cl,vellers upo11 earth as l)Ossess 
the constitutional c leme11ts ancl tem1Jera.me11ts tl1at 
enable spirits to work eitl1er tl1rol1gl1 or in co-opera­
tioil 'vith thetn. Indeecl, if 've desire f 'resh waters 
from ti1e more healthftll fountai11s at 'vl1ich Gocl's 
chosen people drank of old, we can get them only at 
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the streams whicl1 flow fortl1 fron1 well-selected mod­
ern mecliums. 

Tl1e terms Gocl, · I~ord, Tl1e Lord my God, The 
Almighty·, ancl The lVlost Higl1, 'vere t1sed by tl1e 
heatl1en propl1et Balaam, as well as by l\loses, to clesig­
llate tl1e t1nsee11 intelligence to whicl1 eacl1 of them 
reil(tered obedience. Such terms 'vere tl1en apiJlied 
to an}7 bei11g operating fro1n beyond tl1e reach of the 
external senses. Perl1aps as many finite spirits, each 
believed to be God l1y those 'vl1on1 they controlled,­
as many st1cl1 dictated the t1ttera11ces of tl1e prophets 
as tl1ere 'vere prophets who spol~e; yes, probably a 
m11ch greater 11umber. Sucl1 a view accol1nts for the 
repentances, barbarisms, a11d inconsiste11cies of the 
God of tl1e Old Testament very ratio11ally, and. tal{eS 
such blemishes entirely away fro1n tl1e One All-per­
fect Being, fro1n the U11iversal Fatl1er, ancl leaves 
l1i1n, as the heart seel~s to fincl him, altogether Lovely. 

Tl1e foregoi11g brief ·s]{etches of prominent worl{s 
and \Vorl~ers \Vl1ich l1ave been n1et witl1 on a rapid 
tra1np across a conti11ent of ancie11t iltlarvelclorn, clo 
not present the reader Jvitll any 11ew perso11ages or 
e·vents. The 11ame of· each propl1et and of eacl1 n1ar­
velous occllrre11ce l1ere described l1as for long ages 
been a housel1old 'vord . witl1 botl1 J evv a11cl Cl1ristia11 
everywl1ere. But a conti11t1ous jour11ey, l1avi11g a 
novel purpose, 1Jrosect1ted alo11g lle\v co11rses, a11d 
past nearly seventeen l1t1ndred of time's 1nile-stones 
(fron1 Abraha1n, more than t'venty-two hu11clrecl ~y·ears, 
to Da11iel, about five hundretl }~ears B. C.), l1as pre­
sented l)0i11ts of observatio11 'vbich caused many old 
things to take 011 aspects never observed before by 
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tl1is traveler, and wl1ich 1nay give new and i11structive 
l1i11ts to1na11Y wl1o shall pert1se tl1ese pages. No ":rill­
ingncss l1as bee11 felt to qt1estio11 tl1e truth or disiJar­
age the i11trinsic value of any Bible staten1e11t; but 
more tha11 a 'villingness, a fixed pur1Jose, has bee11 
cl1erisl1ecl to lool{ at each cl1aracter and incicle11t 'vitl1 
as 111llcl1 freedo1n as 'vas possible from all prejuclgn1e11ts 
a11cl biases, a11d to Sllbject Bible contents to tl1e same 
coinino11-sense ancl philosophical scrutiny as \170l1lcl Le 
apiJliecl to the staten1ents i11 a11y 11e'v book. Eq1.1ally 
as firn1 a pur1~ ose existed to state franl~ly 'vl1atever 
significant 1neanings shoulcl be seen witl1in tl1e covers 
of tl1e cherisl1ed volt1me relating to the occult l1elpers 
a11cl iilSIJirers of its autl1ors. Unseen intelligences are 
now pouring mucl1 Stlpernal light llpon tl1e \vorld 
tl1rougl1 the organisn1s of mocler11 pro1)l1ets, ancl tl1e 
si111ilarity between agents ancl processes of olcl a11cl n.ow 
becomes a matter of interest ancl of in11Jortance, if it ex­
ists. If modern light leads to a cliscovery tl1at 1na11y 
Bible 1narvels 'vere ,-vrotlg'llt by finite bei11gs, tl1e sa1nc 
ligl1t shows tl1at tl1ose 111arvels are ame!lable to fixed 

' 

la,vs, a11d therefore 111aj~ be talrc11 in l1a11cl, a11d l)e })ro-
tected by tl1e Ilatural sciences 'vhicl1 are 11ow te11di11g 
to tl1eir disparagement. 011l~y 'vithi11 tl1e ram1)arts 
of a faitl1, \vl1ich 1nal{es marvels natural 1Jrodt1ctioi1s, 
can tbe Bible long resist the e11croachments of scie11ce, 
an(l maintain. a hold upon the \Vorld as a trusted oracle 
of st1pernal truths. 
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APOSTLES. 

Jul\IPING over five centuries, fron1 Prophets to 
Apostles, a new era is entered. Jesus of Nazareth 
has lived his life, performed t- his mission, and passed 
into the spirit spl1eres. His exa1nple, teachings, and 
position have very essentially modified in many minds 

~ the Jewish conceptions of God, tl1eir modes of wor­
ship and forms of speech. The ''Thus saith the Lord,'' 
a1~d similar phrases, have extensively dropped out of 
tlse. Those appellatives, G·od, Lord, Angel of the 
Lord, and Word of the Lord, 'v hicl1 were tlsed by 
prophets to designate any unseen helper whatsoe·ver, 
.had given place amo.ng Christian disciples to the 
name of their teacher, master, antl helper. Some 
a11gel of the Lord, 11ot specially called for, sometirrtes 
gave them personal deliverance, but Jesus, Jesus 
Christ, or Jesus of N azaretl1, became their specific 
substitute for the vaTied terms in use by prophets. 
They looked to, a11cl called upon, one special, i11visible 
helper who was known to then1 personall}r, and who, 
while visible here, had asked them to call upon him 
after he sl1ould have ascendecl. In his name, or by 
aid received because of their calls tlpon him, the 
apostles became apparent authors of many ''mighty 
\vorks.'' l Two of .~them, Peter and Paul, were helped 
to the perforinance of many significant ''signs and 
wonclers.'' The history of those two men and their 
worl\:s is embodied mainly in the Acts of the Apostles. 
Attention will' be given to thes.e "'·orkers before we 
consider the doings of their master and helper. 

r • • 

• 
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PETER . 
• 

~ 

SooN after the clepart~re of tl1eir Lord from earti1, 
Acts ii., his chief disci1)les assembled '" 'vitl1 one ac­
cord i11 011e place." Tl1is accorcl. irr1plies tl1at tl1e 
assen1 blag'e 'vas l1arn1onious, a co11ditioi1 very req lli­
site to Lest spirit n1a11ifestations. '' St1clclei1ly tl1ere 
can1e a SOllnd as of a rt1shing might3r wi11cl ... ., And 
tl1ere appeared llnto ti1e111 clove11 tongues 1ilre as of 
fire, ... a11cl it sat t1po11 eacl1 of tl1e111 .. .... They 'vere 

' 
all fillecl 'vitl1 tl1e Holy Ghost, a11cl beg'an to speak i11 
otl1er tongues '' (i11 variotlS ·(liffere11 t la11gt1ages), '' as 
tl1e S]Jirit g'ave tl1e1n lltterance." 

Tl1e ter1n '' IIoly Gl~ost,'' 'vl1icl1 is of very freque11t 
use lJy tl1e apostleR, cleserves careful observation. 
Tl1e cl1ief ql1estio11 relati11g to it is, 'vhetl1er it sig·11i­
fietl, as tlsed by tl1e111 011 n1a11y occasio11s, a11ytl1ing 
essentially cliffereilt frolll a sl)irit Aura, atnlOSl)11ere, 
or spl1ere, Sl)olcen of, felt, ancl son1eti1nes see11 collect­
ing arouncl ancl 11pon n1oclern mediun1s, in im111ecliate 
aclva11ce of, ancl seemingly as an esse11tial prereq11isi.te 
to, spirit n1anifestation or operatio11. Tl1e scripture 
la11grrage whicl1 clefi11es its modes of coming, its iilfltl­

ences, a11d the effects atte11ding its prese11ce, very fre­
qlleiltly indicates that it was palpal>le substanee i11 

some co11dition; for "it sat upon e~cl1 '' disciple; it 
\vas lilce forked _flasl1ing flames; tllrough.it Jesus gave 
comn1a11ds to his clisciples; by it tl1ey 'vere ba1)tizecl; 
tl1ey were filled witl1 it; Stephen, ben1g fttll of the 
Holy Ghost, ... saw the glory of Gocl; some perso11s 
upon \vl1om disciples laid hands, received tl1e Holy 
Ghost; the Holy Ghost fell llpon those \vho heard 
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Peter; on the Gentiles was pou'red out the gift of tl1e 
Holy Gl1ost; ancl it descended once i11 the form of a. ~ 

dove. All sucl1 bases for definitions of I-Ioly Gl1ost 
1nal{e it sometimes signify somethi11g 1naterial a11cl iin­
personal. It seems to l1ave been IJrecisely lil\.e \Vl1at 
to-day is termed spirit ltura, wl1icl1 1nay be i11 fact es­
sentially a spirit sphere or atmosphere con1posed of 
emanatio11s fro111 spirits embodied ·· a11d clise111 bodied, 
\vhicl1 spl1ere is, as it \vere, a nervo11s fluid enabli11g 
disen1bodied i11telligence to connect itself 'vitl1, a11d 
to control, 1natter, tllllCll as 1na11's .11ervous flui(l is tl1e 
i11stru1nent by \Vl1ich his mi11d ma11ages his bo(l}"'"· In 
sometl1ing analogous to stlch ~ sphere, spirits inwrap 
tl1emsel ves for close approacl1 to the exter11al 'vorld; 
sometl1ing lilre tl1is is 11eedft1l for their co11trol of man 
or 1na.tter. Sucl1 an aura may be tl1eir (living, tl1eir 
Sl1l~mari11e, apparattis for penetrating, a11d for oper­
ating i11, our denser ele1nent tl1a11 their own. The 
e1na11ations frorn 11011e b11t 111edit1mistic persons are 
adapted to, and are ready a11d l1elpful for, sucl1 con1-
bi11atio11 \vitll spirit effluvia as co11stitt1tes fitting appa­
ratus for tl1e performance of emine11tl}r n~ighty ~vorks. 

Susceptible disciples, .being filled, per111eated, or 
surrounded by tl1e proper elen1e11ts, spirits \Vllo l1ad 
a.sce11Cled from clifferent 11atioi1s, cot1ld '' tl1rougl1 tl1em 
give tltterance '' to tl1ougl1ts in their several earth 
languages. Tl1ey did do so, or at least tl1e eq l1ivale11t 
to tl1is \vas clo11e in some way; because fro1n Galilea11 
lii)S alone, perso11s of fourteen different 11ations, tribes, 
or localities rotlll~l abotlt Jerusalem l1eard the wonder­
ful 'vorks of GQd described i11 their several nati\re 

. to11gues. 
These marvelous tallrers were charged with being 
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drt1nl\:.; btlt Peter denied tl1e slanderous allegation, a11d 
maintained that God had ''JJOU/red o·ut '' his spirit 11pon 
them. This spirit 'vas something poured otlt, a11d 
wl1ich fitted them for tl1at most astonisl1ing~ outflow 
throtlg~h their lips of langl1ages which they hac1 110 
ki10\r1ec1ge of. \\r e are not designedl:y or 11ecessa.rily 
COI1t.ro\rerting tl1e position of ai1J .. persons wl1o Jnaill­
taiil that Hol3r Gl1ost is son1etimes 11sed to desig~nate 
a perso11ality; but we clo n1aintain that 110 comn1on or 
acl1nissible t1se of lang~uag.e permits 11s to speak of a 
person as being .. ]JOltred o·ut 11pon other persons. In 
so1ne cases, Holy Ghost meant an impersonal Sllb­

stance, for otherwise tl1e iutelligent allthors of tl1e 
Bible -n:-ould 11ot lla-ve spol~e11 of it at; being-- poured 
out, a11cl breatl1ecl out. It is allo\vable, and i~ com­
mon, to speak of God as doing ''r hate\rer his general 
la\Vd permit to transpire. 

There was ''one accorcl ''-that is, tl1ere \vas llar­
mony - i11 the assembly 'vl1en this astonisl1i11g exhibi­
tion of speaki11g~ in unl~n0"\"\711 to11g'"t1es ''ras put forth. 
There is, perl1a1Js, only- ·ver3r · sligl1t, if all) .. , grotlncl 
for supposing .. that tl1e writer n1entionecl tl1e ~' accortl '' 
as a reaso11 "\\ihy st1cl1 a. marvel -COl1lc1 be Ina.nifestecl; 
but those ''rho are familiar 'vith best conditions for 
exercise of Sl)irit p0\\7er to-clay, 'vill 11ot fail to notice 
the e.xistence then a11cl there of that i1111)oTtant condi­
tion kno\vn as l1aTmoniot1s or accorclant. 

A certai11 poor 111a.n, forty }~ears olcl, ]arne frorn 
1Jirth, chapter iii., 'vas claily carTied to a gate of the 
temple, that l1e might beg fro111 tl1e IJeOl)le 'vho \',-ere 
going in to worshi1). Seei11g Peter and Jol1n abotlt to 
enter, he applied to tl1em for a gift. ''And Peter, 
fastening l~is eyes uport l~i1n, with John, said, Look on 
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us.'' This procedt1re b~ars e,lery appearance of an 
arrangement on Peter's part for a magnetic or mes­
meric process- for some semi-ph)'"Sical impartation. 
Tl1e man looked up, hoping for a g~ift. ''Then Peter 
said, Sil,rer an(l golcl l1ave I none ; but sucl1 as I l1ave 
give l thee : in tl1e name of J estlS Christ of N azaretl1, 
rise 11p and walk. ,. .. Immediately his feet and anlrle­
bo11es received strength.'' ... He leaped up, and did 
'\valk. The people, 'vl1o all "rell lrnew tl1e crippled 
beggar, 'vere ''filled with wonder and amazeme11t.'' 

Peter then said, Y e men of Israel, ... 'vl1y look 
:ye so earnestly on us, as thot1gh by· our own power or 
l1oliness 've had made this man to walk? Tl1.e Gocl 
of Abraham ... glorifiecl .. his Sol?- J eSllS, whom ye de­
livered to crucifixion, ... but whom Gocl raised from 
the dead. Tl1ejaith which is by lti1n hath give11 this 
cripple perfect sounclness. 

Faith by Jesus was the restorative. Does this faith 
mean sotnething which \Vas l)alpable, and \Vas eitl1er 
imparted or ~nergized by J estls still acting l1pon 
phy·sical systems ? Or does it mean only an orclinary 
intellectual belief in the power of an absent one \vhose 
l)ersonal help to tl1e pl1ysical is no longer a·vailable? 
Possibly the language 1"vill acln1it of either co11struc­
tion. Butfaith, whe11 Abraham and Ral1ab 'vere no­
ticecl, was found to be sometimes expressive of one's 
mecliumistic or receptive nature and condition, com­
bined witl1 wl1at was receivecl ancl outwrot1gl1t b)T 

means of that conclition. Peter was obviOllSl}r recep­
tive of spirit inrl ux, ar1d was a goocl channel for tl1e 
passage of non-personal spirit force, whetl1er for lleal­
ing or otl1er purrJoses. On grounds like these we be­
lie·ve that closest adhesion to the facts of the case is 

11 
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maintained wl1e11 tl1e faitlz tl1ere spoken of is regarcled 
a.~ 1nai11ly a pl1ysica1 co11dition. Peter 'vas rigl1t i11 

l1is purpose to s1notl1er tl1e iclea that l1is ow11 po,ver or 
l1oliness l1ad guidi11g influence i11 'vorl{ing tl1e Ctire~ 

He 'vas little else than a IJhysical instr~I1·e11t. I11flt1.., 
ences fron1 Jesus, or from l1im ancll1is asso\ iate spirits, 
passi11g tl1rougl1 Peter a11cl J oh11, and i11tensifying their 
own l1ealtl1-bearing 1nag11etisms, brought the cri1Jpled 
ma11 to l1is feet. Tl1e actual healers 'vere· i11visible 
l)l1j7Sicict11S. 
~ 011 tl1e morrow tl1e rulers, eJders, scribes, and 
priests took 11otice, chap. iv ., of this astonisl1ir1g Cllre~~ 

Tl1ey said to Peter ancl J ol111, '' By 1vl1at l)O\ver or lJy 
\Vl1at 1~ame l1ave )'e done tl1is? '' "Peter, filled 'vitl1 
the I-Ioly Gl1ost '' ·(spirit i11flue11Ces or auras), an­
S\vered, '~By the 11<1111e of Jesus Christ of Nazareth; 
. . . by hin~ dotl1 tl1is ma11 sta11d before )'Otl 'v l1ole.'' 
The autl1orities, seei11g tl1e bold11e~s of Peter a11cl 
Joh.n, a11cl also tl1e l1ealecl cri11ple being by, a livi11g-~ 

evide11ce of the beneficent wotl{, clarecl do 110 111ore 
than tl1reate11 tl1ese men 'vith pu11isl1Ine11t if tl1ey coil-­
tinned stlC11 operatio11s. Peter 111et tl1en1 'vitl1 the 
l)old question, '' \Vhetl1er it be right i11 tl1e ·sig~llt of 
God to l1earlre11 llnto you more tl1a11 tli~to Gocl, juclge 
ye; for we cannot butspealr tl1e tl1i11gs 'vl1ich 've l1ave 
see11 and heard.'' 

"\Vl1e11 tl1ese apostles say toe ca1~ not bllt speal{ thus, 
they 111a~y · possibly mean 011ly tl1at a se11se of dt1ty im­
pels tl1em on, as tl1ey naturally \VOtllcl if nlOYed 011l}r 
by o:rclinary intellecttlal ancl n1oral convictions. Their 
statcmertt recalls tl1e \vorfls of Baalan1, \vhe11 l1e said, 
'' IIa\re I an~y po\ver at all to say anytl1ing ? The 'vord 
th.at Gocl plltteth i11to my rnoutl1, that sl1all I speak; all 
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that the Lord speaketl1, that I. must do. I can not go 
bey·o11cl the \vord of my Lord to do less or more." 
The prophet here s11rely seems to Sl)eak of IJl1ysical 
restraints, limitations of personal po,vers, and of 
necessities of involuntary action·. Probably the apos­
tles \vere meast1rably under a similar control. l\1any 
persons in tl1ese days are listeners to speeches tl1rough 
the lips of tl1eir own bodies, wit11esses of actions by 
their own hands, and conscio11s feelers of inflows and 
ot1tflows tl1rough their physical systems, which them­
selves do not pron1pt, and can neither direct nor cause 
to cease. Such experiences prove that the apostles 
'J1~ay have had lilr.e ones. The forces of nature and 
the conditions of ma11 son1etimes adn1it sucl1. 

Tu-rning to chapter v., 've meet with the account of 
Ananias .and his wife Sapphira, \vho t1nitedly attempt­
ed to practice concealment and fraud in reference to 
the amou11t of their property, p11tti11g only a part of 
it into tl1e comn1on fund of the disciples, tl1ot1gl1 the 
reqt1iren1ent was for the 'vhole, and asserted tl1at 
what they l1ad given was the 'vhole. He \Vas cl1arged 
'vitl1 lyi11g to the Holy Ghost- to Go(l, ancl 11ot to 
men. At tl1is he fell down and died. His •,vife, bei11g 
charged \vith the same, also fell a11d died. Tl1e nar­
rative carries the idea on its face that the cou1)le 'vere 
slai11 because of their deceptio·11 and falsehood, but 
does not infor1n us 'v ho slew tl1e1n. N othi11g teacl1es 
us that Peter desired or produced sucl1 a result. Yet, 
'vl1en he had proof of the vvife's co111plicity i11 tl1e cle­
ception, he foresensed l1er deatl1, for he saicl to ·l1er in­
sta11tly, ''The feet of then1 'vhich have bt1riecl tl1y l1us­
ba11d shall carry thee out; '.' and sl1e diecl forth,vith. 
Seemingly l1e was consciotls of the on-coining infliction, 
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but no indicatio11 is gi-ven tl1at l1e \vas the author of it; 
v;rl1ile the probability is, tl1at tl1e slaying force 1,oa.s 
passed through him, and he \vas accessory, tl1oug .. l1 
perhaps unconsciously, to that startli11g retril)ution. 
That Sl)irits ca11, 11nder some conditio11s, take tl1e 
li,res of those they control, and of oth·ers near by tl1e1n, 
is not called in q11estion. The first-bor11 of Egypt in 
tl1e days of 1\ioses, also Assyrian captai11s in Hezekial1's 
time, fell before unseen destroyers. In each of tl1e 
tl1ree cases a medium \Vas i11 the vicinity, a11d \Vas ii1-
terested in, affected by, or 1nagnified in the 1)opular 
estimation by, tl1e awe-ins1)iring events, and may 
have been an 1mportai1t, thot1gl1 unconsciotls, contrib­
lltor to the1n. 

The fame of Peter and John, as 1nighty worlters 
upon tl1e h ·uman syste1n, rose to st1cl1 higl1ts '' that 
people brot1ght tl1e siclc i11to the streets, and laicl them 
on beds a11d couches, tl1at at least tl1e sl~adow of Peter 
passing l)y 1nigl1t overshadow some of them." The 
word sl~ado~v l1ere m11st be significant of a substance, 
whicl1, \Vhile imperceptible by' tl1e exter11al senses, 
w_as sometimes mighty in its O!Jerations. The accot111t 
implies a prevalent belief tl1at undesigned ema11ations 
from Peter migl1t cure diseases. So mt1cl1 of the st1r­
rou11dii1g atmosphere as should be in1pregnated with 
effltlvia from llim, mig-l1t be rendered tl1ereby l1ighly 
medicinal. The oversl1adowing by Peter meant abot1t 
that 1nuch to his atte11dants, and 1neans that to us 
also, for w·e have received very sig"11ificant intin1ations 
that auras emanating from some persons, incltlding 
Ollrself, are, at most times, expellent of morbid l)rop­
erties from individuals and e11tire apartments, 'vhile 
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those from son1e other persons ordinarily i11tensify 
clisease. 

Fron1 neighl1orii1g cities 'vere '' brol1ght sick folks, 
and tl1em wl1icl1 'vere vexecl witl1 up.clean spirits,' a11d 
they \Vere l1ealed ever~y one." U 11clean spirits, l1arm­
ft1l and distressing ones, 1vl1o, tal{ing possession of and 
controlling, or even lii1geri11g closely around 1nortal 
n1en, tl1ereby, either inte11tionally or all U11desig11edly, 
producing sometimes it1sa11ity, and sometimes g~enerat­
ing, and often intensifying and protracti11g other n1al­
adies, were st1bject to ejection by forces otlt\vorkii1g 
fro In Peter and J ol1n, so that the siclr an·d tl1e lunatic 
'' 'vere healed every one.'' Similar results atte11d the 
presence and operations of many emi11e11t healers of 
the prese11t era, and imply no special action of the 
infi11ite God. 

B~cause of ·such good works Peter a11d John \Vere · 
in1prisoned. '' B11t '' -andhereOlcl Testamentpl1rase­
ology recurs-'' but tl1e angel of tl1e Lord, by night, 
opened tl1e prison doors, and broug·ht tl1em forth.'' 
An a11gel of the Lord 'vas, in the case of John's visit­
ant, the spirit of an old prophet, and therefore, in 
tl1is case, it is allo\vable to regard the angel as no more 
than a returning spirit~ The power of spirits, "\Vhen 
they can commantl fitting conditions, as they' fre­
quently can i11 the vicinity of some n1ediumistic per­
sons, their po,ver botl1 to disintegrate a11d recombine 
even tl1e links of a chain of iron, and also to move 
tl1e firmest materials in tl1e t\vinkling of an e~ye, l1ave 
become facts 'vell established in the minds of all per­
sistent students of their teachings a11d doi11gs. By 
such stttde11ts it is u11derstood that spirit chemistry 
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goes indescribably beyond where n1an's ever ~yet l1as 
reached. 

STEPHEN. l11 chapter vi. tl1e reader 1neets witl1 an 
accollnt of Stephen, limitedly a, similar 'vorker to Peter 
and John. Around l1im appeared one of the rare pl1e­
non1e11a of spirit ma11ifestatio11. vVl1e11 arraig11ecl for 
trial becat1se of l1is beneficent 'vorks, l1is judges '' saw 
l1is face as it had bee11 the face of a11 a11gel.'' A11l1alo 
around the ht1man form perl1aps al \vays exists, an.d is 
so1neti1nes visible to tl1e external e·~/e·. The l1alo is 
presumed to be a11 extensio11 of i11dwellii1g spirit or of 
spiritualized Inatter, bej70ncl the physical for1n. 'fl1at 
spirit or se1ni-matter il3 perl1aps someti1nes exclusively 
the 1nan's o'vn, a11d so111etin1es, i11 part, tl1at of son1e cle­
parted person, who e11ters tl1e .ma11's form ancl111ani­
fests through it. Possibly it. is sometin1es only a clra­
pery imposed by otl1er spirits fron1 -vvithout. Probably, 
in most cases, it is a11 outflow from \vithi11, exte11ding 
tl1e 1nan's spiritual form out, and so 111aterializi11g it 
tl1at it can be vie\ved by tl1e external visio11 of be­
llolders; or perhaps the semi-materialization is a I1eces­
sary co11dition of the spirit, conseqt1ent upon its close 
i1npinge1nent upon and partial acl1nixture 'vitl1 its ma­
terial acljllllcts 'vhile forcing its passage 011t through 
tl1e material form. 

Peter and John are representecl, in cl1apter viii., as 
l1avi11g gone from J erusale1n to Samaria, wl1ere they 
found disciples, upon no11e of wl1om l1ad tl1e Holy 
Ghost yet fallen. '' Tl1ey laid their l1ands on tlJenl, 
and tl1ey received tl1e Holy Ghost." Tl1e effect 'vas 
so visible tl1at Simon offered 1noney if tl1e}r wotll(l g·ive 
him a like power of bringing upon In·en the Holy 
Ghost by laying his hands upon them. In this tl1ere 

' 



PETER. 165 

vvas no great marvel; but it indicates the probable 
opinion of Simon, a beholder of the operatio11, that 
tl1e po,ver to bring tl1e Holy Ghost 'vas a comm1.1ni­
cal1le one, at the \viii of its rJossessor. VVhat he 
wit11essed gave l1i1n no iclea ti1at its sot1rce was super­
nlunclane, or speciall~y divi11e, or tl1at it 'vas a person­
ality i11terested in ti1e proposed bargain, a11d therefore 
to be co11sulted. 

PHILIP. One clisci1)le experienced pi1ysical trans­
portation by u11seen lJo,vers. '' TI1e S1)irit of tl1e Lord 
cat1gl1t a\vay Pl1ilip '' fro1n the etlnt1cl1's side, ''" a11d 
the et1nueh sa\v hi1n no 111ore." The force \vhicl1 cot1Id 

~ 

lift Elijal1 i11to the l1eave11S, or secrete l1is forn1, tnight 
tra11sport Pl1ilip to Azottis, provi(lecl Philip 'vas a 
meditlm. 

1"'11e first po!~ion of cl1apter ix. !'elates to Satll, wl1o 
will be noticecl after the account of Peter is conclucl­
ed. In verse 32 Peter rea1)1Jears. At Lyclrla l1e 
fot1nd 011e E11eas, 'vl1o had ltel)t l1is becl eigl1t :rears, 
a11cl 'vas sick of the IJalsy. '' Peter saicl 1111to l1i1n, 
E11eas, Jesus Cl1rist n1al{eth tl1ee 'v l1ole ; arise, a11d 
mal{e tl1y betl : a11cl he arose iilllllecliately." This 
case g·ives no indicatio1~s of Hpecial arra11ge1nent of 
conditio11s for operating upo11 tl1e patie11t. Bt1t at 
J OIJIJa, i11 tl1e case of the see1ningly dead Dorcas, 
Peter ptlt all the 1)eople fortl1 out of tl1e roo1n, then 
prayed, antl after pra.yer, said, '' ,.fabitha, arise; a11cl 
she sat UIJ·'' ,.fhese contlitio11s "\Vere preparec1, ·nnder 
tl1e gt1ida11ce of eitl1er l1is external jtlclgn1e11t, or of 
so1ne ge11erator of l1is i11ter11al irnpulses or impres­
sio11s. Prayer may have been 11eedeu to make Peter's 
ow11 co11clition fit for the reception and impartation of 
healing virtt1es. 
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CoRNELIUS. The Gentile Cornelius, chapter x., in 
vision was instructed to·send for Peter. Before tl1c ar­
rival of messengers bearing an invitation to Peter l1ad 
reached l1is abode, tl1is apostle himself also fell in.to a 
tra11ce, saw heaven opened, and "\Vas tat1ght by tl1e 
objects presented, and by instructions rece~ved in the 
vision, that God is 110 respecter of persons, b11t ac­
cepts, from a1nong Jews a11d Gentiles alike, all n1e11 
who fear l1im and ,·vork righteousness. Tht1s a I110-

mentuus lesson was given to all bigoted sectarians, 
whether of ancie11t oi .. 1noder11 times. Cor11clius, a 
Gentile, \Vas acceptable to God beca11se of l1is alms­
giving and many good wor\s ; was susceptible, too, of 
a11 l1ea·venly vision. An angel of Gocl came to llim. 
Beatific vision, therefore, was 11ot tl1e exclusive per­
quisite of God's cl1osen people, tl1e Je,vs. The very 
angel who came to Peter 'vas eitl1er tl1e sa1ne who l1ad 
visited Cornelit1s, or stood i11 st1cl1 relation to l1im that 
he was cognizant of \vhat tl1e Gentile centt1rion l1ad 
seen and heard. TJ1is case, i11 which each of two 11er­
so11S of differe11t religions \Vas independe11tly visited 
Ly a11 a11g,el of God for tl1e purp'ose of preparing tl1en1 
for a friendly meeting, cordial fellowsl1ip, and 1nutual 
respect, is very beautiful and instructive. 

l_)eter was a visionist, as many of tl1e old 11ropl1ets 
had been. This incident in l1is missionary life shows 
a for1n of mediLlmship different from what l1ad been 
previously manifestetl by l1i1n, so far as we can IlO\V 

l{llOW his experiences ; and it gives him 11lace among 
tho8e 'vho saw spjritllal scenes, as \vell as among those 
through whom spirit 11ealing .. was r)erformed. 

Herod the kir1g, cl1apter xii:, arrested Peter, doo111ed 
hin1 to sleep, when bo11nd with chai11s, bet\veen twQ ... 

. ~ .. 

• 
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soldiers, a11d in a priso11 \vhich l1ad lreepers before its 
cloor. Tl1ere, in tl~e 'l~~qht, '' tl1e angel of tl1e Lord 
came 1.1p011 him, and a ligl1t sl1i11ed i11 the prison ; and 
he si11ote Peter on the side, and raisecl l1im u11, saying', 
Arise tlp qlliclrly. A11d his cl1ai11S fell off fro111 l1is 
ha11cls." fie \vas led fortl1 and set free. I-I ere was the 
spirit ligl1t-tl1e spirit blo'v 011 Peter's side-ti1e fall­
ing off of his cl1ai11S lilce Samso11 "s \vithes and cords­
a goi11g ot1t tl1rough the door of the prison, and a 
passing by t~1e keepers before it. \Vitl1 the medium­
istic properties of Peter, as tl1e basis of operations, 
witl1 clarkness and qtriet aroi1nd, all such tl1ings fall 
witl1i11 the 11ormal po\vers of finite spirits as mani­
fested in prese11t times. 

Here ends our 11otice of the marvelous acts of Pe­
ter. This narrative shows tl1at he nobly overcame 
tl1e seeming co,vardice 'vl1ich earlier made him tl1rice 

' cle11Y l1is master. I-Iealing powers througl1 l1in1 "\Vere 
very great. His devotion to his ascended LoTd, and 
to the relief a11d e11ligl1tenment of the sicl\: and the 
ignora11t, give hi1n high position among the \vorlcl's 
benefactors. Tl1rot1gl1 l1i1n and arou11d l1im, ti1e spirit 
'vorlcl macle most be11eficent demonstratio11s to ma11. 
Cot1rage, 1nanliness., and t111flinching devotion mark 

.l1is 'vhole cot1rse, Sllbsequent to the ascensio11 of J e­
Stls. lie was a n1an full of the Holy Ghost and of faitl1, 
"'l1ich to us is nearly s~ynon~ymo'"us vvith full of in­
fluxes of e1nanations fro1n Jesus ancl the 'vorld of 
departed spirits, 'vllicl1 he cl1eerfully and cotlrageotls­
ly permitted to outflow tlpon man. He was trtle 
enot1gh to let the spirit \Vork unquenched . 

• 
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PAUL. 

THE most efficient of the early promulgators of the 
religion no\v prevalent i11 Cl1riste11dom was a :rot1ng 
Jewish lawyer- a bigoted Pharisee- and an earnest 
persecutor of the heretical disturbers 'vhom Jesus had 
so i11doctrinated and aroused, that they banded to­
gether, as his follovvers and clisciples, to carry for,vard 
his revolutionary tenclencies even after his crt1ci:fixio11. 

v 

This you11g Saul of Tars\1s-wl1ose 11ame, Satll, 'vl1en 
translated, mea11s a destr -:yer, assumed, ancl seenling­
ly of l1is own accord, a missio11 to put do,vn tl1ese 
l1eretics i11 religion, and tl1ese di8turbers of ·tile pub­
lic peace. He went fron1 place to place arresting a11d 
i1n1Jrisoning men and women. Gettir1g from ti1e l1igh · 
priest letters to Damascus, l1e started on a journey 
thither, i11tending to bring thence to J erusalen1, in 
chains, a11y disciples- of Jesus 'vhom l1e migl1t find in 
tl1at city. 

'Vonderful a.re the 'vorks of God, or of tl1e spirit 
world, both to a11d tl~rougl~ the cl1ildren of n1e11! This 
zealot1s, energetio, and educated you11g Satll, was, as 
.his after life showed, co11stitutionally mediu.mistic . 

• 

81)irits SaW hiR SUSCel)tibilities, and, 'vl1en Conditions 
permitted, brought hi1n up, as the mariner would 
say,'' \Vith a round turn.'' In tl1e 11in.tl1, twenty­
second, and twenty-sixtl1 chapters of tl1e Acts, tl1e 
writer of that boolr has given tl1ree disti11ct accounts 
of Saul's conversion, all si1nilar i11 general import, but 
differing in som.e particulars. 

On h~s journe3r, he had come near to Damascus, 

• 
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when, at about midday, . ''suddenly there shined 
round about hi111 a ligl1t from heaven,'' so overpower­
ing that he fell to the ground. I11 l1iH prostrate 11os­
ture, l1e l1eard a voice sayi11g to l1im, ''Saul, Sat1l, 
why persect1test thou me? .... I an1 J .esus, whom thou 
persecutest.'' Tl1erefore a retur11ing spirit eallecl to 
him. The dazzling lig·ht blinded him; it \Vas abo·ve 
tl1e brightness of the sun; he col1ld not see ''for the 
glor.·y Df that light.'' l-Ie \Vas told by the ·voice tl1at 
the course l1e was pursuing \vould prove an l1arLl one 
-that l1e was kicking against something \Vl1icl1 'vould 
prick and 'votlnd himself- tl1at l1e mt1st go into the 
city and 'vait for i11stru~tions. The ligl1t l1ad so 
bli11ded hit~ that his· companions led l1im by tl1e l1and 
to lodgings in the city of Damascus. One accot1nt 
say·s that Saul's, companions ''stood speechless, l1ear-

.. 

ing th.e voice," v1hile a11~tl1er says, ''they· saw the 
light, but heard not the voice.'' It is 11ot statecl that 
eitl1er tl1ey or Sanl saw tl1e person ''rho spoke. Pat1l's 
constitution, temperament, ancl co11dition were such, 
that the i1npression made tlpon him \vas obviously 
greater than upon any oD:e of his compa11ions. He 
'vas the ''chosen ·vessel '·' for the reception of most 
spirit influence, then. 011 l1im it produced a three 
clays' bli11dness, \vhich \Vas cured by .spirit action 
through ·another 1nedium. 

ANANIAS. There 'vas .a disciple ·of Jesus, Oile 
Ananias, residing in Da1nascus, to ''7 hom l1is Lord, 
who \vas the cleparted Jesus, . appearecl i11 a vision, 
and said, Go to Saul of Tarstls at the l1ouse of J tldas 
i11 Straight Street. Accordi11gly, A11anias 'vent, and 
putting his hands upo11 Saul, said, . '' Brotl1er Saul, the 
Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto thee i11 the 'vay 
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as thou earnest, l1atl1 sent me, that thou mightest re­
ceive t.I1y sight, a11cl be filled w·itl1 tl1e Holy Ghost.'' 
'' Immediately there fell from Saul's eyes as it l1ad 
been scales; l1e recei vecl sight fortl1with, arose, a11d 
'vas baptized.'' By being baptized 've 111ay llnder­
stai1d that l1e confessed to faith i11 Jesus as a11 ill­

spired teacher,. a11d that l1e ·avowed elevation to l1im, 
a11d to lJromulgation of his doctrines. Soo11 l1is name 
- Satll, a clestroyer- was cl1anged to 'Pal11, tl1at is, a 
btl.ilder 1lp; and by tl1is latter 11ame l1e is l\:nOWil as an 
apostle, cl1osen, commissioned, a11cl se11t fortl1 lJy tl1e 
disembodied spirit Jesus. Paul \Yas, apostolically, 
''born ot1t of due time;'' tl1at is, ·,vas com1nissior1ed 
and sent forth by· Jesus after. l1is ascension, ancl 'vl1en 
he \vas lJut a rettlrning clisembodied spirit.· 

St1cl1 suclde11 ancl tl1orot1gl1 cl1ange of views a11d 
pur1Joses 'vitl1i11 fot1r days as Satll experienced, js out 
of harmony witl1 the orclinary cl1anges in l)rigl1t and 
cultivated tninds. Tl1ere is no evidence that Pat1l 
did, \Vl1ile a fair presl111111tion arises tl1at l1e dicl 11ot, 
make l1in1self acquainted 'vith ~l1e life a11d teacl1in·gs 
of J estls by any careful stu ely, or by liste11i11g to a11y 
le11gthened exposition of tl1em. I-Ii~ cleeper faclllties 
tl1an tl1ose of l"'eason a11d judg1ne11t 'vere l)r0l1g·l1t to 
bear i11 tllis case: his spiritt1al perce}Jtions a11d ir1tui­
tions 'vere i11spired to gras1), a11cl reacl at once, tl1e 
cl1aracter and 'vorks of Jestls. S11irit i11flnei1Ces fitted 
Paul for, and 'vrougl1t ot1t, tl1e ehange 'vitl1in 1lill1-

converted l1im from enn1ity to friendsl1i1). 
So1ne time, perhal)S te11 3rears, after l1is conversion, 

ai1d \vl1en l1e l1ad labored lo11g and ear11estly an1011g 

tl1e converted Jews, l1e goes amo11g tl1e Ge11tiles, a11d 
is fot1ncl, cl1apter xiii., at Papl1os, \V here there 'vas a 
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certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, 11amed Ely­
mas, who withstood Paul and Barnabas, seeking to 
turn a'vay Sergius Paulus, dept1ty governor of the 
place, from the faith these apostles were inculcating. 
'' Patll set his eyes'' 011 that sorcerer, an.cl said, 'c. ••• 

thou shalt be blind, not seei11g the su11 for a sea­
son. And im1nediately tl1ere fell on l1im a mist and ., 

a darkness." Patll, as 'conditioned then, was obviotis-
ly tl1e more positive of. the two me11; each of them 
probably was backed up by spirits. The more nega­
tive 'vould yield before tl1e rays or forces fro1n the 
fixed eyes of the stro11ger, and might be affected in 
whatever manner the stronger should·dictate. Paul's 
setting his eye upon the man was a 1nesmeric process, 
probably intensified by spirit co-operation in its per­
formallce. 

At Lystra, chapter xiv., resided a man irripotent in 
his feet, a born cripple, who never l1ad walked. Pa11l, 
perceiving that he had faith to be l1ealed,- tl1at is, 
tl1at he had such susceptibilities for spirit influx and 
action, that he could be healed, -steadfastly beholding 
him, - that is, fixing his mesmerizing eye steadily 
upon him,-said, ''Stand upright on thy feet. And 
he leaped and walked.'' The subject being receptive, 

« 

Paul's own magnetisms ma.y have been compete11t to 
such a strengthening operation; but if they were not, 
his spirit backers could unite theirs with his, and fur­
nish any lacking force legitimately. 

Possibly our views will let us relieve the quarrel, 
chapter xv., between Paul and Barnabas, from its look 
of a11gry passion. Each mediumistic person finds the 
presence of some individuals helpful, and of others 
harmful, to the exercise of his mediumistic functions. 
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Particular persons are serviceable to some sensitive 
'""onder workers, a11cl baneful to others. It is easy to 
i1nagi11e that Barnabas \Vas aided, 'vhile Paul was llin­
c1ered, by the prese11ce and allras of J ol111 lVIarl\:. Bar­
Il a bas, 011 tl1at grot1nd, 111ay l1ave 'van ted this J ol111 to 
travel 'vitl1 the1n, \vhile, on tl1e same gr.ou11d, Patll 
objectecl to l1im. ~"'or the promotion of the efficie11cy 
of eacl1 of tl1en1, and for furthera11ce of the g·e11eral 
objects of tl1eir 1nission, they 1nay l1ave l)ee11 pusl1ed 
011 b)T 'vorkers bel1ind tl1e sce11es to such a r11pture 
that they would gladly separate, so tl1at Bar11abas, 
taking J oh11, WOllld go one 'vay, a11d Palil, taking Si­
las, vvould 1nove off i11 anotl1er, tl1t1s broadening tl1eir 
spl1ere of action and influe11Ce. 

At Tl13ratira, cha1)ter xvi., a certai11 dan1sel, l)Ossessed 
\vith a spirit of divi11atioi1, greatly trot1Llecl Paul, 
who, ''being grieved, tur11ed and said to the S]Jirit, 

I con1111and thee, i11 the na111e of Jesus Christ, to con1e 
Ollt of her. And l1e came 011t tl1e same l1our. "' It 
woulcl be clifficult to ·adduce clearer proof of any 011e's 
faith in an}7 tl1i11g, tl1a11 the above fl1r11ishes of Paul's 
belief tl1at so1ne i11dividt1alized spirit, a11cl tl1at spirit 
not Gocl, \Vas "\Vithin the divini11g cla1nsel, a11cl Sl)eak­
ing tl1rough her. Since Paul so believed, those who 
have faith tl1at similar possession is experienced by 

"' 1nany physical for1ns in these times, can qtlote this 
apostle as a precedent i11 that faith. If, too, it is 
believed now that turbulent spirits can at ti1nes be 
ejected by ·will power, a11d by comn1ands pllt fortl1 
through mediumistic persons, those w l1o l1old s11ch 
belief may adduce Bible proof that an ejectme11t of 
an irltruding and boisterous spirit was perfor1ned of 

' 
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old by processes seemingly lil{e those tl1at are now 
sometimes found successful. 

Paul's interruption of the gains 'vl1ich the 1naster 
of tl1is divi11ing damsell1ad been accustomed to derive 
throt1gl1 l1er mediumshi1), callsed Paul a11d Silas to be 
in11)risoned. At 1nidnight, i11 the prison, Pa11l and 
Silas prayed, and '' suddenly there 'vas a great earth­
qtlal{e; '' the prison was shal\:en, its doors \Vere opened, 
a11d every one's bonds 'vere loosed. Tl1e prison­
keeper, seeing the door open, \vas ready to l{ill l1im­
self. But Paul checked hin1, sayi11g, \Ve are alll1ere. 
Tl1ere is no appearance tl1at tl1is earthqtla1re was ex­
tensive. Tl1e cit~y magistrates- in the morning calmly 
sent 'W'Ord to l1ave tl1e prisoners liberated, and there 
is no indicatio11 tl1at tl1e citizens had been at all clis­
turbed or alarmed during the nig·ht. The abo·ve won­
derftll deliverance was \Vr011ght out in darkness, and, 
as in otl1er cases, the po,ver manifested may have been 
ptlt forth by fi11ite intelligences, raising a local earth­
qual\:e, shaki.ng the prison, opening its doors, ~nd 

loosi11g the bands or cl1ains from the 1)riso11ers. 
Cl1apter xix. Patll laid his hands llpon some Co­

ri11thian converts, '' a11d the Holy Ghost came on 
tl1em, and they spal{e 'vith tongues and prophesied.'' 
Tl1is case illustrates a mode in whicl1 tl1e a1)ostolic 
I-Ioly Gl1ost sometimes was induced; it came througl1 
mediumistic hands, and having con1e, it caused its re­
cipients both to speak in langt1ages of \vhich they "rere 
ig11orant, and to prophesy. These operatio11s are very 
lil(e '''hat the spirit influences of to-clay often pro­
duce. 

:U"'rom Paul's body '' 'vere brought unto tl1e siclr, 
ha11dkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed 
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from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.'' 
Power to charge many kinds of gross matter with 
healing or with controlling properties, and transmit 
l1ealing virtt1es thereby to some sensitive recipients, 
is J)Ossessed not only by many n1ediums, specially so 
called, but also by many mesmerists who ·have no ap­
prehension that disembodied spirits operate throl1gh 
tl1em. "\Vhat is brought to pass in subserviency to 
natural laws in these times was beyond question 
amenable to law in the days of Patll. 

The failt1re of the seven 111edit1mistic sons of Sceva 
to control evil spirits by calli11g over tl1em the name 
of the Lord Jesus, indicates that the name alone was 
not a very potential force. The spirit who • owned 
that name 'vas not disposed to be a special helper of 
'' vagabond exorcists." The faitl1 of Paul and Silas 
in that name,- that is, their consciousness that tl1eir 
sincere call tlpon that name WOllld bring to their aid 
power from him who o'vned the name,- that faith 
enabled and indt1ced Jestls, and spirits in sympathy· 
with l1im, to put fortl1 their mighty and beneficent 
forces tl1rougl1 these apostles, and thereby eject evil 
spirits and cure diseases. The natural philosophy 
whicl1 is no'v being taught by supernal teachers as­
serts that our sympathetic utterance, or even our in­
tense trustftll thoug-l1t of the name of any dweller in 
the spirit realms, reacl1es tl1e perso11 to whom the 
na1ne belongs, and gets as distinct response as condi­
tion and wisdom permit. lVIore or less directly all 
medillmistic persons rely upon an appeal to tl1ose 
who are now designated their spirit guides and help­
ers. The direction of Jesus that his disciples should, 
after his ascension, ask, in his name, for what they. 



PAUL. 175 

might need, may have been, and see111s to have been, 
in harmo11Y witl1 conditions 11eedful to 1nan's most ef­
fectual help by the departed. Froin lips backed by 
consciousness that J es11s co1Ild aid, and 'vot1ld aid a 
fitti11g, a spiritualistic iilstru1ner1t, the call upon Jesus 
migl1t make a susceptible apostle potent over even 
such a11 evil being as tl1e one 'vho made his medium 
leap upon, overcome, a11d ·preyail against the min1ick­
i11g sons of Sceva, so tl1at '"' they fled ot1t of tl1e l1ouse 
'vounde(l a11d naked.'' 

No one 'vill fail to be rnj~led by Scriptt1re usages of 
the 'vords prophet and prophesy wl1o does 11ot give 
them \vider application tl1a11 tl1ey 11ow usually receive. 
Webster, in his Dictio11ary, says prophesy 111eans, '"' in 
Scripture, to preach ; to instruct i11 religiot1s doc­
trines.'' The prophet is a person illuminated, iil­
structed, inspired., and who t.eacl1es llnder i11spiration, 

II> 

or u11der u11Y influence fro1n ur1see11 intellige11ces. 
vV e read, chapter xxi., that follr virgi11 daugl1ters of 

Philip tl1e Eva11gelist did prophe.~y. Either the worcl 
then vvas made to cover a diversity of rnanifestatior1s, 
or the class of foretellers of events 'vas quite llUiner­
ous. Obviously tl1ese sisters 'votlld now be called 
sin1ply n1ediums. Agabus, named i11 close seque11ce 
with Pl1ilip's dal1gl1ters., was a propl1et in the modern 
significance of that word. · He took Pat1l's girdle, and 
bollnd his own hands and feet, and said, ''" ThllS saitl1 
the Holy Ghost,'' or the influe11ce tl1at controls n1e : 
'' So shall tl1e J e\vs at Jerusalem bind the man that 
owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the 
ha11ds of the Gentiles.'' That prophecy was after­
ward fulfillecl. Agabus was a propl~etic medillm, see­
ing and describing the outlines of coming events. 

12 
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Chapter xxvii. Paul's prophecies co11cerning the 
events of his voyage toward Rome, of ship,vreclr, 
of loss of shi1) and cargo, and of tl1e preservation of 
the lives of all on board, and also of l1is o-vv-n futtlre, 
show clearly tl1at coming events, i11 tl1e near futt1re, 
were sometimes discernible by his inter11al powers of 

• • 
VISIOn. 

Chapter xxviii. By prayer and the laying 011 of 
ha11ds, Paul was the oste11siLle l1ealeT of a blood~y fitlX 
and a fever co1nbined. Others also who l1ad diseases 
came to him and "rere healecl. 

, ' 

vVhen the landed passengers from on board the 
ship wl1ich was wrecked 011 tl1e isla11d of l\1elita 
sl1ivered \Vith cold on tl1e bleak sl1ore, Paul \vith 
his O\vn l1ands gathered an armft1l of sticlrs, and l)Ut 
tl1em 011 the fire whicl1 l1ad bee11 kindled. As l1e did 
thi~, t.I1ere came a viper out of tl1e l1eat, a11d faste11ed 
on l1is l1and. ·Tl1is viper, no clot1bt, 'vas of a species 
whDse bite 'Or whose sting 'vas lri1own to Le fatally 
poisonous ; ''for \\rhen tl1e barbaria11s sa\v th.e vei~oln­
OliS beast hang on l1is hand, tl1ey said among them­
selves, No doubt tl1is man is a mt1rderer, who1n, thot1gh 
he hath escaped the sea, yet vengea11ce suffereth 11ot 
to live. He shook off the beast into the fire, and felt 
no l1arn1." It is a justifiable assumption that, un(ler 
orclinary circumstances, that viper 'vould have g"iven 
a fatal stab to any l1a11d on whicl1 it fastened; and 
yet it probably was i11visibly restrained from i11jt1ring 
Pallr. Tl1e same power '\vhich kept the mouths of 
lions shut in the presence of Daniel could hold tl1e 
viper's fangs immovable on the hand · of Paul; or 
by processes which coated, in asbestos, the occupants 
of the furnace could have steel-plated Paul's hand. 
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Peter a11d Paul are tl1e only apostles which the ob-
ject of tl1is vvorl{ brings under extended consiclera­
tion; and these two, so far as tl1ey are embraceable 
vvithi11 tl1e leg·iti1nate scope of tltis work, are 'rery 
mucl1 alil\:e. Tl1ey are alike as to the kinds or Ila­
ture of tl1e propl1etic, apostolic, or medit1rnistic works 
which tl1ey performed, and the arclor, courageJ and 
fidelity they uniformly displayed. The chief doctrine 
which they eacl1 put forth was the resurrection. It 
was their mission to bear witness to that great central 
fact. Incidentall~y, as supports to and i11 confir1nation 
and illt1stratio11 of that, they often epitomized Jewish 
history, from Abral1am down to Jes11s, ·and l1aving 
dra\VI1 their conclusions from that history and . tl1e 
we~l-lrno\vn facts pertaining to Jesus, put forth e~r­
Ilest appeals for a general reception of tl1eir O\Vn 

faith; also for repe11tance, and for the leading of lives 
co11forine9. to the req uire111ents of the faith by ' J estls.' 

Peter's visio11, calling him to fellowship with Gen­
tiles., taltght him, ar1cl induced him to ~vow, a broader 
conception of God's impartiality than the Jewish faith 
had recognized; _also Paul's reading in Ather1s an in­
scription to Tl1e Unlrno'vn Gotl, led him to avow that 
he was declaring that sa.me Gotl, - vvl1o 'vas '' a Lord 
of l1eave11 and earth, dwelling 11ot in te1nples 1nade with 
ha11ds; giving '"to all life, and breatl1, a11d all things, -
making of 011e blood tl1e n1e11 of all nations, and Inak­
ing all of us his offspring.'' In points like tl1ese we 
fi11d tl1ese teach.ers transce11ding tl1e limits of the 
J ewisl1 faitl1 of tl1eir cl1ildl1ood, and tl1e opi11ions prev­
alent arottncl them. 

The signs and wonclers wrought by and tl1rough 
these two men embodied the highest and mo8t per-
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st1asive eloqt1ence of their-apostolic efforts. !11 tl1ese 
vvorkings the)~ were very 1nt1ch alilre ~both were heal­
ers ; both ejectors of t1nclean spirits ; botl1 visio11ists ; 
both propl1etic ; both tl1e subjects of a11gelic deliver­
ance from prison ; both bold, arde11t, energetic 'vork­
ers ; and together tl1ey 'vere a par nobile jratrurn- a 
pair of 11oble brothers- in the apostolic band, to 'v l1om 
the ascended Jesus 'vas what Angel of the Lord, or the 
\Vord of tl1e Lord, llad bee11 to the elder prophets ; that 
is, all tlnseen but mighty helper. ThtlS far the ar)pear­
ance to ourselves is, that all the otl1er re,relators yet 
noticed received, as John did, their special comintlni­
cations and aid from son1e intermediates bet,vee11 them­
selves and the Highest; bet,vee11 tl1emselves and the 
Jehoval~ of A sa ph and Isaiah ; between themsel ,,...es and 
the Fatl1er whom Jesus obeyed and adored. 

JESUS OF NAZARETH. 

THE Son of l\1ary stancls by l1imself, towering high 
above all otl1er perso11ages named in the Script11res, 
who lived a life on eartl1. \\T e contemplate him \vith 
profot1nd admiratio11, and with tender love and grati­
tude. "'\Vhatever l1is natt1re, single or clouble,- exclu.­
sively hllman, or a cornpound of human and divine, 
his life a11d teachings are precious to us because of 
tl1eir l1eavenly qualities, and the same l1ave been a11d 
are precious also to millions of others, 'vho have 
learnecl and felt the spirit of his life, doctrines, do­
ings, sufferings, death, res11rrectio11, and ascension. 

\Vhatever more than man any reader may be ac-
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custom eel to deem him, J es11s st1rely was a man, and 
has an l1istor:r as a man. It is only as st1cl1, attended 
by and wor1ring 111arvels, that l1e falls \vitl1in tl1e legit­
imate scope of tl1is vvork. \:Ve l1ope to free our 1nind 
fro1n warpi11g a11d blinding prejuclg111ents, ancl to 11se 
cotnmon sense and the si1npler principles of I)llilolo­
gy a11d natural scie11ee, as rigiclljr w l1en scan11ing and 
characterizing him, as 'vhe11 speal{ing of any otl1er 
portio11 of tl1e Bible's co11tents, or a11thor of its books. 

Four disti11ct, yet brief, biograpl1ies of l1im have 
come down to us, one from the pen of each of four 
evangelists, viz., Matthew, l\1ark, Luke, and John. 
Tl1e first three traversed mt1ch tl1e same grou11d, and 
have given substantially the same accotlnt, tl1ough 
with occasional variations and some discrepa11cies. 
Each of these mainly aiined only to be an a9Cllrate 
recorder of facts. J ol1n's edt1catio11 ancl mental qual­
ities i11clined him to be more pl1iloso1)hical and discur­
sive, and to present ·chiefly such of the facts in the 
life and teachings of his master as would fnrnisl1 texts 
for instructive comments. Tediot1S Tepetitio11 \VOtlld 
result from examining and com1nenting upon the ac­
cou11t of eacl1 biographer s~parately, and therefore we 
shall generally take in connection what they have 
severally said upon a11y point which may be brougl1t 
forth for notice. 

Three personages, viz., Zacl1arias, Elizabetl1, a11cl 
l\1ary, had such experie11ces antecedent to and COI1-
nected with the conception of Mary's child, as were 
dee1ned 'vorthy of record b}r l1is biograpl1ers, and 
tl1erefore claim attention before we come to an exam­
ination of Jesus himself. 
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ZACHAR.IAS. 

Gabriel, ''an angel of the Lord,'' Lu1ce i., appeared 
to priest Zacharias i11 the temple, and informed him 
tl1at his aged and barren wife, Elizabeth, sl1ot1lcl bear 
a son, 'vl1o should be called J ol1n. '' vVhereby shall 
I 1{110W tl1is? ''said tl1e 1)riest. '' Tl1ou shalt be dt1mb,'' 
replied tl1e angel, '' and not be able to speak, until 
tl1e da,·y t.I1at these things shall be performed, because 
tho11 believest not my words." Tl1at pe11alty 'vas at 
once enforced; for when Zacl1arias isst1ed fro1n the 
temple, he was unable to speak . . Spirit power over a 
susceptible man's physical organs was here manifested 
witl1 great clearness. The spirit who operated upon 
Zacharias, Lulce calls an a'nf.qel ~· but Da11iel, 1l1l1en he 
saw Gabriel, and talked with and was aided by l1im, 
calls l1im a man-spirit man. There is no conflict here, 
ho,vever, because the word angel often n1eans only a 
rnesse1-z.ger ~· that is, any person or tl1ing that is sent 
forth for a special pu11)ose. A man-spirit, co1ning 
fro1n o~t tl1e tlnsee11 'vorld, ·could 'vith perfect l)ro­
priety be called an a11gel of the Lord; for tl1at may 
mean only a messenger comi11g fro1n beJr011d. w l1ere 
tl1e out·\"vard senses reach, \vithout designating the 
natt1re or the rank of tl1e messenger. The po\ver 
which locked up tl1e speaking faculties of Zacl1arias 
apparently pertained to a spirit that once had been a 
n1an on earth. 

Tl1e people about the temple, wl1en their aged 
priest came out to them, perceived at once that he 
hacl seen a vision. This ready perception of the cause 
of his dumb11ess, or other change, i11dicates t}1at they , 
were familiar with tl1e appearance and conditions of 
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persons 'vl1o saw visions, and makes it probable that 
tl1e occurrence of visions was no ltncommon event. 
Those times, like tl1e 1)resent, were replete \Vitl1 angel 
visits to the abodes of men ; otherwise the cat1se of 
their 1)riest's condition would l1ave been a m~ystery to 
the people. Tl1e case of that priest is a good sr>eci­
men of prolonged spirit co11trol. It continued on till 
after the l)irtl1, even lll) to the dedication and na111i11g 
of tl1e child not yet conceived, or certainly tl1rougl1 
tl1e greater part of a ~y·ear. ....t\.s soon as Zacharias l1ad 
written 'vhat l1e could 11ot speak, viz., tl1at l1is infa11t 
son sl1ould be called John, '' l1is ·1noutl1 was Ol)ened, 
a11cl his tongue loosed.'' Deliverance fro111 l1is clumb­
ness '''as as instantaneous as its infliction, and l1e was 
forthwitl1 ''filled with the I-Ioly Ghost," or spirit in­
flux, ''and pr01)l1esied,'' alludi11g in his propl1etic ut­
terances to the con1i11g and powers of the ~y·et· u11born 
child of JYiary. 

lVIARY. 
The same angel who l1ad foretold tl1e motherl1ood 

of Elizabeth V\ras again sent, so1ne six months or more 
after l1is first recorded visit to Zacl1arias, to a virgin 
at Nazareth, wl1o was betrotl1ed to Joseph. He said 
to her, '' Tl1ou sl1alt conceive, a11d bri11g fortl1 a son, 
and sl1alt call l1is 11ame Jesus.'' After l1a ving been 
1nag11etized ancl1)sychologized by tl1is spirit's prese11ce 
and annunciation, Mary l1aste11ed to a city of Judea, 
and there visited .per cousin Elizabeth, 'vl1ose six 
months' fretus leaped within l1er for joy at ~1ary's 
saltltation, a11d who 'vas l1erself instantl~y filled 'vitl1 
the Holy Ghost, or spirit infltlx, and foretolcl tl1e 
motl1erl1ood of 1\iary, and tl1e nobility of her off­
spring. Mary yielded to the influence of tl1at hour 
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and place, a11d in rapturous tones potlred foTtli tl1anks 
a11d praises for tl1e 1nercy sl1own to l1er, trusting iill­
plicitly i11 the fulfillment of tl1e a11gel'"s prediction. 
Tl1ese perso11s obviously were alll1igl1ly 1nediumistic, 
st1sceptible of bei11g filled with the Holy Ghost, ol: 
spirit aura, and of bei11g i11spired and controlled by 
spirits. Botl1 Zael1arias and 1'Iar3r sa \V, and tallted 
\Yitl1 an angel, ancl Elizabetl1 was fillecl with tl1e I-Ioly 
Gl1ost. Tl1is sl1ows special susceptibilities in ti1e l)er­
sonages selectecl to be tl1e 1)arents of boti1 ti1e lleralcl­
ing prophet ancl of l1is 1noTe e1ni11ent successor. 

In aclclition to th·ose 1Jroxi1nate foregleams of the 
C0111illg J estlS, otl1er IJropllets, centuries before l1iS 
advent, l1ad give11 fortl1 t1tterances \Vl1ich have, ancl 
no clot1bt some of tl1e1n ju8tly, bee11 consiclered as ap­
plicable to l1i1n. TI1e l1istory clearly makes l1is con­
ception exceptional in its processes, and his adve11t 
into life accoinpai1ied by 111arvels in tl1e heaver1s and 
on the eartl1. Various COilstructions l1ave been ptlt 
11p011 tl1e language usecl i11 tl1e GosiJels to either eltlci­
clate or to 1nystify l1is pater11ity ;, that language \Vill 11ext 
be exami11ed. Perl1a1Js Christe11don1, as. an \vhole, be­
lieves tl1at tl1e Infi11ite Gocl 'vas tl1e i1n1necliate fatl1er 
of l\Iary's cllild. 1'o tls tl1e gospel language admits 
of no sucl1 co11Clusion. 

Luke, i11 chapter i., say·s, tl1e angel Gabriel, being 
se11t to 1\fary, said to l1er, "The I-Ioly Ghost shall 
come upon tl1ee, and t.I1e 11ovver of tl1e Hig .. hest shall 
~versl1ado'v thee." Thtiattl1ew, i11 l1is first cl1apter, 
say·s, '' :Niary \Vas founcl 'vitl1 cl1ilcl of the I-Ioly Gl1ost.~' 
Tl1ese two statements are tl1e 1nost distinct scri1)tt1ral 
ones relating to tl1e pater11ity of Jesus, ancl are all tl1at 
\vill here be adduced. Both these ,~vriters connect I-Ioly 

• 

• 
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Ghost with Mary's conception, and Lt1ke connects 
'vith it also the power of the Highest. Wl1icl1 of 
these, if either, did he regard as the father? \Vas it 
Holy Ghost? or was it the Power of God? Power, 
obviously, is only an attribute of some perso11 or thing, 
is not itself a person, and could not in any compre­
llensible sense be spoke11 of as a11 i1n1necliate father. 
Therefore botl1 the evangelists clesignate the father, 
if tl~ey designate l~im at all, by the words Holy Ghost. 
Dicl tl1ey mean by this a person ? Luke says, i11 tl1e 
sa1ne chapter, that Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Gl1ost; tl1at Zacharias w·as filled "vith tl1e Holy Ghost. 
Dicll1e mean to teach that in 011e case a female was 
filled witl1 a male personality, and in the other tl1at a 
ma11 was filled witl1 the same male personality, and that 
in each case that infilled personality was the Highest, 
the Infinite God? According to ot1r best sl\:ill put 
forth to ascertain what Lulre signified by I-Ioly Ghost, 
we find his mea11ing to be such ar1 allra as 've l1ave 
described in other places, which was in 11ature like 
what is known to be either g~enerated vvithi11, or 
brot1ght to and infused tl1rougl1, tl1ose mediumistic 
persons to-day who become inspired SIJealrers and as­
tottnding marvel \vorkers. That sucl1 an at1ra of 
hea\renly qt1ality surrounded a11d per111eated l\1ary at 
the time of l1er conce1Jtio11, is reaclily a11d ft1lly be­
lieved. If she was then under powerful spirit ii1fit1-
ences, we can admit Mattl1ew's declaration that sl1e 
'vas with cl1ild. of the Holy Ghost, becallse we fintl 
scripture usag·e ascribes to that I-Ioly Ghost, or l1eav­
enly at1ra, whatever is clone by spirits, eitl1er tl1rong·h 
or upon their mediums, whil~ they hold them im­
mersed in that aura. Jesus was begotten amid hal ... 
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lo,ving co11ditions f11r11isl1ed by holy d\vellers ir1 the 
heave11s, a11d therefore was a child of those condi­
tions. No persor1alit}' p_ertai11s to either the pozoer of 
tl1e Higl1est or to Holy Gl1ost, and therefore .'ve must 
loolc else,vl1ere for tl1e actual fatl1er of JesllS. 

Possibilities are almost withou.t limits: spontaneous 
generation8 are marvelous. We do not· cler1y- 've 
l1ardly question- tl1at i1~ceptio11 can occur; by i·n.­
ceptivn we rnean tl1e fetalizing of uterine gern1s by 
st1bstances eitl1er absorl)e<.l from vitalizing auras, or 
occasioned by ptlrely spiritual infusions. But obser­
vations in these days indicate tl1at coneeptio11, or tl1e 
reslllt of corijunction of pl1ysical orga11s, n1igl1t have 
occurred u11der Sllch circumstances as will n1eet the 
clescriptions of Mary's case. The 11earer vre keel) to · 
customary processes the more \videly creclible 'rvill be 
tl1e indicated mode. 

A supernal alira tnay have been formerl}r, as it 
so1neti1nes is 11ow, a11 it1strun1EH1tality by 'vhich a11 

absolute l111conscious11ess is i11clt1ced, c1tlring \V l1icl1 
l1tl1na11 pl13rsical org·a11s are 111oved to join in coition 
lJy a foreign 'vill. Some tnodern ex11erie11ces · tl1ro'v 
illt11ninating ra3rs back into mysteriotls cha1nl)ers of 
tl1e far past, and present the facts of history in new 
aspects. 

T'he words, ''l have n1any thi11gs to say t111to ~you, 
l1ut ~ye can not l)ear the1n no".,.," may be a<.ldressed to 
tl1e r eacli11g ptlblic by a11y careful stuclent of tnod.ern 
spirit t1al phe11omena \vl1o is macle a co11ficlant. He 
l1ears 11ar-rati ves of sur11risi11g experiences. 'l"l1ough 
it 1nay be lawful, it prol)ably is 11ot expedient yet, to 
tlo more than barely hint at a {;ertain class of occur­
rences. 
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Facts i11timately pertaini11g to, and which may be 
usecl for q ualif.ying, the primal, innate properties of 
~ny 011e tl1at sl1all be born of woman,- facts tl1at 
may inclicate tl1e immetiiate source of po,ver tl1at 
cletermi11ed tl1e cl1aracter of an Isaac, a, Samso11, a 
San1t1el, a Jeremiah, a Jol111 the Baptist, or ma11y 
a11otl1er l1t1n1an bei11g,- are too freqt1ent i11 tl1eir 
occt1rrence, and too efficacious in their action, to be 
long lrept from public l{nowledge after tl1eir existence 
has been distinctly and repeatedly proved. Bt1t 
perhaps the fitti11g time has not yet come for· detail 
of specific cases. · · 

There exist facts whicl1 hi11t at, if they do not 
clearly i11dicate, processes by which the cl1ild tl1at is 
yet to be conceived sl1all, at the very instant of its 
con1ing into fetal being, be permeated and endowecl 
witl1 more of the super11al tha11 it wot1ld derive from 
tl1e parents in their ordinary mental and s11iritt1al 
states. There are facts 'vhicl1 point to mome~ntous 
possibilities witl1in the scope of psychological po'''ers, 
that ca11 be put and drawn fortl1 from spirit realms to 
act upor1 son1e human beings. 

\Vhatever may be its _pri1nary effects, 've inte11d 
and 've expect good, a11d not evil- benefit, and 11ot 
l1arm- to ultimate from allusions lil{e tl1e above. If 
there exist unseen intelligences a11d forces, tlllrecog­
nized by general observation or by accepted science, 
tl1at may be l)rought to act 11pon us i11 the most pri­
vate of all life's scenes, kno\vledge attained of tl1e 
ways, ki11ds, conditions, and extent of their operations 
ca11 s·urely be helpful to all 'vho will make good use 
of the know ledge. 
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If either personal spirits, or aspirationally attracted 
emanations from tl1e in1personal spirit sphere· 'vl1ich 
enfolds us, can modify and improve the innate prop­
erties of tl1ose who, through us, are to be our lineal 
sttccessors on eartl1 and in the spirit world, wl1at 
more pl1ilantl1rorJic, what more divine purpose can 
animate a11y man or woman, than to inquire, ancl as 
far as l)Ossible to learn, how the favoring aid of wise 
spirits and supernal at1ras shall infuse their hallowing 
properties and influences into the germs out of \vhich 
our offspring shall u.nfold ! 

A morni11g dawn, however faint or misty, gives 
evidence of both receding night and of oncoming day. 
The \Vorld's alternating spiritual days and nights are 
long- are epochs in histor}r· Amid the dark11ess 
and fogs of this spiritual hour, some sentinels on 
watch-towers believe that they see streaks of a dawn 
that i11dicate the ,rising of a day in which men and 
women will be taught why tl1e first ttnd highest duty 
to offspring is, to beget them 011ly amid and ttnder as 
much divine i11flnx -as mucl! holy aura- as tl1eir 
aspirations can attract- as their receptivities can 
assimilate. Futt1re time will 'vitness n1ore fundamen­
tal a11d effective processes for elevating and spiritt1al­
izi11g mankind, than are i11 use to-day. 

\V e cherish no presumption that we indicate with 
accuracy the immediate sot1rce or actual conditions 
of l\fary's conception. But we are actuated by a 
belief that processes within the legitimate scope of 
the natural powers of departed spirits, over all tl1e 
organs of so1ne tnen and women, have been manifest­
ed in this age, which could meet all the fair require .. 
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ments of tl1e la11guage of tl1e Bible pertaining to tl1is 
st1bject; a11cl tl1at 110 process, tl1erefore, neecll1ave been 
Tesorted to 'vl1icl1 required tl1e SJJeeial help of Gotl, or 
w l1icl1· 'vas at ail otlt of i11tri11sic l1arn1o11}7 '' 'vitl1 the 
estaolisl1ecl constitt1tion a11d co11rse of things." The 
age11ts, ii1strun1e11talities, ancl processes 1nay have been 
1narvelous, 111ay l1ave bee11 selectecl i11 tl1e spirit 'vorld, 
n1ay l1ave pertained ·ver~y extensively to that "\Vorld, 
and yet 1nay have all been natt1ral, i11 tl1e broad se11se 
of tl1at term. 'Vhatever tl1e process may l1ave been, 
tl1e co11Viction i11 tls is firm tl1at it C011for1necl ir1 all its 
parts a11d appendages to tl1e clirect 1)ermissions of tllli­
versal forces availed . of by finite tl1ough glorious i11tel­
lige11Ces, 'vith 110 1nore l1elp or l1i11dera11Ce in kind tha11 
man experie11ces i11 l1is ordir1ary operatio11s for I1lulti­
plying l1is species. Eternal forces, uncl1angeable in 
tl1eir quiet on-goings, come one after anotl1er witl1in 
tl1e cognizance and control of ht1ma11ity just when 
tl1ey are neecle(l. "\Vhen earth "\Vas ripe for st1cl1 an 
011e as Jesus, earth's children, the emancipated a11d 
eartl1-clad conjointly, saw, a11d had lo11g 'vatcl1ed, the 
ri1Jening proc.ess, and in the fullness of time arra11ged 
for, ancl effected his fitting generation a11d advent. 
'Tl1e established constitlltion and course of tl1i11gs 
n1eets all of man's absolt1te 11eeds legitimately, "\vhen­
ever the fullness of time for a supply has co1ne. 

Afte~ their 111arriag"e Joseph found, to his disaJ)point­
ment, t.l1at J\1ary was not a virgi11. 1\llatt. i. 18-20. 
Therefore l1e '' 'va::; 111i11ded to put l1er a'va~y })rivily.'' 
It is 11ot WOilclerflil that he meditated sucl1 a pt1rl)OSe. 
It, ho,vever, u1J011 a superficial view, cloes see1n "\von­
clerful that the saintly l\:Iary a11cl her st1per11al visitant 
sllOtlld have concealed frotn Joseph her conditio11, and 
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let him assume the nuptial bonds in ignorance of it. 
The justice by which he devised l1is own best course 
of procedure, bespeaks him wortl1y of jt1st.er treatment 
than he received; But the counsels of many Sllper­
I1als are deep, their views are far-reaching ; and since 
we find tl1em to-day very indifferent to tl1is worlcl's 
esti1nate of their instru1nents, and also very ready to 
further the on-c9mi11g of seeming evils because of tl1e 
good that will eventually be educed from the1n, it 
vvas probably far-seeing wisdom and benevolence 'vhich 
thus permitted the just Joseph to become an i11tense 
mental and affectional sufferer. 

His agonies may l1ave been esse~tial appliances for 
fitting him to experie11ce the dream in \Vhich ''an 
angel of the Lord'' appeared to him, and co11Vinced 
hi111, througl1 that lJermeating aural influx which 
made him sense the truth througl1 ever}r fiber of his 
bei11g, tl1at her conception 'vas ''of the Holy Ghost," 
and thus turned l1is distrust and sorro\v into confi­
clence and joy, and ri1ade l1i1n a11 abiding lover and 
faithful protector of ·both ~1ary a11d l1er prospective 
cl1ild. He co1nplied ~1ith the angel's request, andre­
tained Mary as his wife. His 111etl.it1mistic capal)ilities 
'vere unfolded, perhaps, by l1is ang1.1ish, ancl tl~rot1gh 
these, thus developed, he could ever after be a recip­
ient of those supernal teachings and aids by 'vl1ich 
tl1e spirit 'vorld should desire to guide antl protect 
tl1e nascent child. The arrangements all tencled to 
lceep that child s1.1rrot1nded a11d sl1eltered by free re­
ciiJients of·the Holy Gl1ost, or spirit a11ra. 

In due time the cl1ild was bor11 in Bethlel1em, and 
angel hosts sang glad ~ongs over his 11ativity, in tl1e 
hearing of sl1epl1erds wl1o there watched their fioclrs 
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by nigl1t. If mediumistic shepl1erds alone l1eard the 
a.ngelic mtlsic, tl1is inciclent may not clain1 ra11l{: among 
tl1e Bible 1narvels; but, if the notes reacl1ed tl1e ex­
ternal ears of all 'vho l\:ept 'vatch, evidence is f·ur­
llisllecl tl1at stlpernal melodists tl1en came into un­
wo11tecl rapport 'vitl1 earth. Soon afterward wise men, 
in a dista11t land, sa\v a significant star over J uclea, 
and gt1idecl by its light, traveled thit?er to pay 11om­
age to a new-born Iring. Sucl1 an incident points out 
tl1e probability that the spirit guardians and teacl1ers 
of those wise Inen of a11other la11d were cognizant of 
the doings and expectations of J uclea.'s spirit 1)rinces, 
ancl i11formed their o'vn l)llpils or n1ediums in tl1e clis­
tant east of the marvelot1s conception and future 
pro1nise of Judea's Ile,v-born cl1ild, ancl, by exhibiting 
in t.l1e sl\:ie~ a 1nass of star-shaped brilliant spirit attra, 
guiclecl them to l1is abode. 

Becatlse jealous Herod was seel\:i11g to destro)r this 
nascent great one, 'vhom tl1e 'vise n1en ancl otl1ers 
were tl1ronging to and 'vorsl1iping, J ose1)l1 'vas '\Yarned 
in a clrea1n by an angel of tl1e Lorcl, l\iatt. ii. 13, to 
tal{e l\Iary and. her cl1ild i11to Egypt, and tl1us otlt of 
l-lerocl's juriscliction. vVl1en (langeT 'vas l)USSecl, Jo­
sep11, in dream again, was i11strt1cted to take l1is fami­
ly back into Galilee. 

Hi~tory is thenceforth silent concerni11g any of tl1at 
family band till, at the age of t\velve, Jesus seated 
himself an1ong learned teacl1ers i11 tl1e temple at J e­
rusalem, 'vl1ere he qt1estioned and answered tl1em, 
and manifested Stlch ability, that all hearers 'vere as­
totlished at l1is 11nderstanding and ans,vers. 1,11us 
wonders l1ang tl1icl{ around him 'vhenever l1e is sl1own 
to us up to tl1is period of his life. Tl1ence on\vard to 
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his baptism by John, some fot1rteen years later, his 
biography is epitomized in Luke's statement, that 
''Jesus increased in 'visdom a11d stature, and in favor 
with God and man.'' 

JoHN THE BAPTIST. 

The son, born of Zacharias and Elizabeth, in their 
olcl age, \Vl1ose birth was foretold b~y Gabriel, is not 
mentioned from the time when, an infant of eig·ht 
days, he was taken to the temple, till he began l1is 
ministry, \vhen l1is age was probably about twenty-six 
years. The Word of God, or at1ral influx, tl1en ca1ne 
unto him, and l1e preacl1ed unto the people in all the 
country abotlt Jordan "the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins." He was l1ent upo11 pre­
paring, and exhorting others to prepare, the way for 
one greater than himself; he was tl1e l1eralcl a~d fore­
run11er of Jesus, and was drawi11g ptlblic attention to 
tl1e son of Mary. His special mission was to baptize 
with water and to teach. Signs and wonders did 11ot 
acco1npany him. He ·was essentially only a speaking 
meclium. 

This son of Elizabeth was nearly a11 ascetic in l1is 
IL 

personal habits. His clotl1ing· a11d food were of the 
simplest, his abode was in the cot1ntry, and l1e "came 
neither eating bread nor drinlring wine," a11d there­
fore \vas charged with having a devil. He probably 
was a fearless, forcible, and peristent repro·yer of 
wrong, and an exhorter to repentance, ancl to 'vorlrs 
meet for repentance, dtlring four or five years; when, 
becat1se of having cl1argecl Herod with contracting an 
UI1lawful marriage, l1e was imprisoned, and eventually 
beheaded. His frank and persistent assertions that 
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he was not l1imself the great prophet and deliverer 
whose comi11g his people had long been anxiously 
looking for ; his unselfish comme11dations of J est1s, 
and l1is obvious desire that all tl1e signs 11eedful toes­
tablish faith in Jesus as the lo11g-expected deliverer 
should wait tlpon him, i11dicate that John \vas a true 
and u11selfish man, obedie11t to the guidance and im­
pressions proffered to him from the spirit world . 

• 
THE BAPTISM. 

J estls, because of his desire to fulfill all rigllteotlS­
ness,.- that is, a desire to comply with ~ll l1ealthful 
ct1stomary rites, -sought and obtained . at 
the l1ands of John. Upon his return f1411m'· he 
water, Matthew says, lte saw the spirit .of God de­
scending like a dove. Mark says, the spirit, like a 
dove, came upon him. Luke says, the Ho_ly Ghost 
desce11ded in a bodily shap_e, like a dove. "'\Vhile 
Joh11 tl1e Evangelist, reports John the Baptist as hav­
ing' said, I saw the spirit desce11ding from heaven like 
a dove, and it abode upon him. 

Either The Spirit of God, The Holy Ghost, or The 
Spirit, each in the form of a dove, 'vas seen to descend 
upon Jesus then. Eac~ of those terms was used to 
express the sa111e thing. And wl1at 'vas expressed by 
tl1em? When examining the Old Testament, belief 
was avowed that any n1anifestation from out of the 
unseen, was of old regarded as coming fro1n God. 
vV ere this spirit dove composed, as it probably was, 
of the same l{ind of spirit aura as the pillar of cloud 
and pillar of fire which attended the Israelites, ever 
hang~ing about tl1e ark during the w~9le of their . pro-­
tracted journey,- were it thtls composed, it might, 

13 
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accorcling to a common use of language in the Scrip· 
tures, be called either vV ord of God, the Angel of the 
Lord, the Spirit of God, or Hol~y· Gl1ost, or sin1ply the 
Spirit. That tl1ere was super-mundane lJow-er produ­
cing and movi11g that dove-like form is very credible. 
The presentation was a beautiful symbo~, expressing 
to Jesus and John the approbation of higher powers, 
who 'vatched over and 'vere attendant upon them. 

The account furnishes no evidence that this dove­
form was visible to any others than these t\vo mecli­
umistic men. 1viatthew says J es11s saw it, J oh11 re­
ports tl1at John the Baptist sa'v it, while lVIark and 
L ~ly that it came upon . him. Clairvoyants 
in . es frequently see a dove attendant upon 
some particl~lar spirit, and frequently, too, tl1ey see 
one descending and resting upon the l1ead of, or hov­
ering close around an embodied mall or woman. rrhe 
spirit or Holy Ghost which descended upon Jesus at 
his baptism, 've regard as identical in substa11ce 'vith 
the I-Ioly Gl1ost 'Y hich came tlpon Peter a11d Paul 
and their attendants of old, and 'vhich comes upon 
mediums to-day, and that substance 'vas and is a 
spiritualizing ancl strengtl1e11ing aura, outflowed from 
spirit realms, controllable and C011t1·olled by efficient 
dwellers there. 

THE TEMPTATION. 

Matthew iv., lVIark i., Luke iv. Shortly after his 
baptism, Jesus was subjected to his great temptation. 
God did tempt Abraham in order to ascertain ,,~l1ether 
he could be relied upon as a meditlm ; ancl now Jesus 
was tested by Satan. Btlt perhaps tl1eir tempter was 
tl1e same. The different accounts of this trial furnish 
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a fe,v interesti11g points for consideratio11. Tl1o tl1ree 
writers, 'vl1o 11otice tl1e teiTII)tatioi1, all 1)lace it i11 the 
wilcler11ess, or out i11 ti1e country. Bt1t 'vl1y c1icl l1e 
go tl1ere? He \Vas led llp of the Spirit i11to ti1e 'vilcler­
ness to be te?n]Jted of the Devil, sajrs one. ''The S11irit 
drivetlt l1i1n j11to ti1e 'vilcleriless, a11cl l1e \vas te1n1)ted 
of Satan,'' says a11otl1er. ''Being full of tl1e I-Ioljr 
Gl1ost," he ''was led by tl1e Spirit into tl1e 'vilcler­
ness, being fort}T days tempted of ti1e Devil, a11cl in 
those cla~y·s l1e clid eat notl1i11g," sa~ys a tl1ird l1istoria11. 

l\1ark teacl1es tl1at l1e \Vas drive1~ to this trial by tl~e 
8]Jirit tl1at controlled hin1. Lul{e states tl1at l1e 'vas 
full of tl1e Holy Gl1ost, or spirit aura, and 'v~s led by 
his controlling spirit. Tl1ere obviously was a Sl)irit 
presst1re upon l1i1n to get l1i1n where the devil1nigl1t 
tempt l1im; a presst1re 'vhich 1nade l1is goi11g a 111oral, if 
not a pi1J,.sical necessity. He ''was led UlJ of tl~e S]Jirit, 
to be tempted of tlte Devil.'' Tl1is language i1111Jlies 
tl1at 011e i11telligence led l1im i11to the 'vilderness, and 
t.l1at a different- one tempted l1i1n. Tl1e meeting n1ay 
not l1ave been sougl1t-see1ningly was not sot1gl1t­
by eitl1er Jestls or tl1e clevil; but the SJJirit tl1at eitl1er 
led or clrove l1im Otlt into some retired place 'vas ti1e 
seeker of it. rrhe spirit, and not tlle clevil, lecl 11im 
out to the wilderness. Tl1e same sr)irit it ,·vas in 
pur1Jose, we must thinl{, as tl1e Gocl \Vl1o te1n1Jted 
Abral1am. 

rfhe fast of Jesus and tl1at of Elijal1 were of 
eq t1al leng~tll. Fastings 11early or qt1ite as 1)rolongecl 
as theirs have been }{ept by several mecliu1ns clt1rit1g 
the last t\venty years. These moclern fa~ters clo 11ot 
speal{: of experiencing~ any a1111oyi11g se11satio11S of l1t1n­
ger, but generally believe in great clarification of tl1eir 
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entire physical systems, and a better condition for the 
reception of SIJirit aura and for more- mediumistic 
efficiency as co11seqt1ences f1 .. orri tl1is in1posed and pro­
longed abstinence from food. They sense wl1at ]1.fark 
says 'vas done for Jesus, tl1e · ministerings of a11gels 
or spirits to the 11eeds of their pl1ysical systen1s. 
Statement is made that Jesus "\Vas'' an l1ungerecl after 
the forty days,-'' and this permits the presu1nptio11 
that he was not hungry until tl1en. 

The Devil or Satan 'vl1o temptecl Jesus 'vas !)rob­
ably some spirit, perhaps a very good one; possibly it 
was tl1e God who tempted Abraham, uttering i11 l1is 
ears sucl1 tl1oughts as human selfishness is 'rery often 
pro11e to cl1erisl1 and be swayed by 'vhen circum­
stances favor one's acquisition of worldly fame, 
wealth, power, and l1onor at the expense of great 
public good, w hicl1 a generous and- self-sacrificing 
cotirse will enable l1in1 to accomplish. The qt1estion 
to be settled by his temptation seemingly "ras, \vhicl1, 
in tl1e clepths of his sot1l, l1e most loved, -Self or Htl­

manity? After he had bee11 tried, J\iattl1ew say·s tl1e 
devil left l1im, and angels ca1ne-a11d mi11istered tlnto 
him. Bt1t Luke l1ints tl1at l1e ma}r -l1ave l1een Sllbject.ed 
to subseqllent trial ; for his 'vords are; that tl1e clevil 
'' departed from him for a seaso11.'' 1,he trial found 
him such, that l1is testers soon started l1im on l1is 
philanthropic mission. 

VV ATER CHANGED TO \VINE. 

John i~ · Some l)Oet l1as 1nost gra11hicalljr and beauti­
fully said, that at tl1e 1narriage feast i11 Cana of Galilee,. 
''The COilscious waters saw tl1eir Lorcl a11d blushed.'' 
rflle changing of 'Vater into wi11e without mixing \Vith 

- - -~-~- - -



JESUS OF NAZARETH. 195 

it visible ingredients, \vithout manipt1lations, without 
personal approach to the vessels contai11ing it, seem­
ingly calls for the direct exercise of very mysteriollS 
powers. It is an operation far beyond mere l1uman 
ability, and justifies the imagining that vitality a11cl 
consciot1sness were i11 the waters themselves, and tl1at 
they reddened under perceptio11 of t.l1e po\ver of ~T e­
sus that was overshado,ving the1n. But sucl1 im­
aginings, beautiful and suggestive as they are, may 
lead the tl1oughts wide astray from the facts of the 
case. 

Thus early in our consideration of Jesus we quote, 
for it is significant and helpful to a Irno"rledge of his 
sources of aid- we quote a question which he sub­
seque11tly put to one of his companions, lVIatt. xxvi. 53, 
'' Thinkest tho11 that I can not now pray to my Fa­
tiler, and he shall presentl}r give me lnore than t\velve 
legions of angels ? '' We also quote fron1 2 l{ings vi. 
17, '' A11d Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee 
open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man, a11d he saw: and 
behold the mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha.'' vVere tl1ose horses and 
cl1ariots either then first created and then first brought 
around Elisha, and that in respo11se to l1is prayer? 
On the other l1and, were they not obviously already 
there, and visible by the inner eyes of tl1e propl1et, 
and known by him as his helpers ? There ca11 be no 
rational doubt that he himself saw tl1em before l1e 
prayed, and that he relied upon tl1eir assistance. His 
reqt1est to the Lord was, not for more l1elp, b11t for 
tl1e opening of the internal or spirit eye of his you11g 
companion, so that he, too, might see the spirit l1osts 
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on which his master relied for deliverar1ce. Tl1e lulls 
round about Dothan ,v-ere 110 less thronged ''Tith forces 
in reserve before tl1e yot111g 111an could see, tl1an af­
ter l1is inter11al vision was oper1ed. Tl1e questio11 of 
~Jesus im1)lies that similar helpers \Vere ever l1eld in 
reserve for l1i1n. 

Now con11ect \vith the foregoi11g indications that 've 
all are ever living ar1d 1noving i11 the midst of spirits 
-connect 'vith tl1at tl1ol1ght tl1e following appare-nt 
teachi11g -- of tl1e ·world's experience, viz., th·at by use 
of elements wl1icl1 can freely eitl1er be derivecl fro1n, 
or are capable of being firmly attached- to, only those 
human forms whicl1 are of st1ch ·composition and tem­
perament as renders tl1em l1ighly m·ediumistic-, and 
that the ·most thoroughly and constantly n1ediumistic 
forms may give to spirits a firm grip upon 1naterial 
substances ; do that, and tl1e11 \Ve get .. a distinct 
glimpse of a \vay by 'vl1ich spirits, '''hen a good n1_e­
dillln is near by, can apply tl1eir chemistry and tl1eir 
processes of rectificatio11 -to any ... liquids \V l1atsoever. 
Tl1ey teach us tl1at all the eleme11ts of all eartl1ly sup­
stances are in our atinospllere, ancl tllat tl1ey call,-llnder 
right co11ditions, collect and co1nbine from that sotlrce 
st1ch elements as vvill produce very 1nany of o·ur arti­
cles of food and drink. vV e personally \Vere,once tl1e ' 
filler of a phial witl1 'vater, and corl\:ing it, a11d, in 
darkness, were so placed in relation to it for a fe\v sub­
sequent minlltes that 've deemed it then, a11cl still cleem 
it impossible that any l111111a·n being hacl access to it or 
meddled vvith it. vVhen light ,-vas let on, the liquid 
looked red, and, to tl1e taste, it 'vas very good 'vine. 
Then we received eviclence that spirits ca11 cha11ge 
water into ~ wine, more conclusive to tls than tl1e state-



JESUS OF NAZARETH. 197 

ment of any l)arty living eighteen l1undred years ago 
can ever l1e. Tl1is personal observation q t1alifies tls to 
give full crecle11ce to the actual cl1ange of 'vater to 
wine, in tl1e vicinity of tl1e mediumistic child of l\1ary. 
'\V e l1ave no'v vastly firmer grounds for faitl1 in the 
act11al occurrence of just st1ch signs ancl 'v011ders as 
are ascribed to the 'vill and action of Jesus, than 've 
l1ad lJrior to similar occurrences in our own presence. 

ExcEPTIONAL Moon. 

In tl1e Gospel accordin.g to J ol1n, chapter ii., is a 
<-lescription of a scene in 'vhich the seemi11g temper of 
Jesus was 011t of l1armony \\rith his ordi11ary emotional 
moods. 'Vhen l1e deliberately Inal{es a scourge of 
corcls- a whip with many lasl1es - a11d witl1 tl1is 
instru1nent _drives beasts a11d 1ne11 011t of the temple, 
and with l1is l1ands po11rs out upo11 tl1e floor .the 111oney 
of the brol{ers, and overthrows tl1eir tables, l1e sl1ows 
cause for a belief that l1e, too, as well as '' Elias, 'vas 
a man subject to like passions as we are.'' If he vvere 
so, l1is successft1l suppression of all resentful feelings 
a1nid most of tl1e many aggravating scenes throt1gl1 
'vl1ich l1e subsequently _passed, bes1)eal{s a most tri­
lllll)hant . self-conquest; 'vhile his gentleness to,vard 
all his personal offenders, and l1is compassion for and 
forgiveness of his enemies, raise l1i1n to a God-like 
elevation i11 moral power and benignity. Once more, 
before this 11otice of him is closed, l1e 'vill be exl1ibited 
in action t1nder tl1e impulses of tl1e same exceptional 
mood; then, perhaps, more extended co1nme11ts upon 
it may be offered. 
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W OJ\IAN OF SYCHAR. 

Near by a well i11 Sychar, l1is i11tuitions enabled 
Jesus to read the remarkable don1estic i11cidents in tl1e 
past life of a Samaritan 'vo1nan, so accurately as to 
excite her asto11ishment a11d that of others round 
abot1t. Psychometric readings of the past history, 
and often, too, of the future experiences, of individ­
uals, are now very frequently made with such accu­
racy as surpasses man's ordinary powers of perception, 
and give strong grounds for belief, that many· mod­
ern 1nedit1ms can either read, or hear read, portions 
of any one's book of life i11 the past, and get accurate 
g~Iimpses of some tlrings that will be inscribed on its 
future pages. 

HEALING AT BETHESDA. 

By a word only, so far as external observance of 
him could determine, 'vl1en 11ear the pool of Bethes­
da, l1e cured a 1nan of an infirmity of thirty-eight 
years' continuance. Tl1e st1dden re-starting of chr9ni­
cally obstructed circulations in human systems by the 
action of spirit infusions tl1rough mediums, l1as for 
many l)ast years been very common both in this 
country and in Europe. · 

CURING THE BLIND. 

On a st1bsequent occasion, John ix., Jesus made an 
application to the eyes of a blind man, which ~may not 
be in ha~emony 'vith 1nodern notions of delicacy and 
fitness; for ''he spat on the grot1nd and 1nacle clay 
of tl1e spittle, ancl anointed tl1e eyes of the blind 
man" with a paste made by mixing and rubbing to-
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gether road-dust ancl his o'vn spittle ; l1e then saicl to 
· the 111an, ''Go 'vasl1 in ti1e pool of Siloam~ ' ' The man 

we11t there, 'vashed as clirected, and came baclr see­
ing. Any stt1de11t of modern spirit operations as­
Stlnles at 011ce tl1at spittle from Jesus n1ight be l1ighly 
cl1arged, and ptlrposely so, 'vith curative forces, 'vhicl1, 
whe11 int.erblended with and retai11ed by ti1e clay, 
could l5e placed a11d briefly l{ept in close contact 'vitl1 
ti1e diseased eyes, and i11 tl1at positio11 cot1lcl act cl1emi­
cally in favor of their cure. The dirtiness of tl1e 
process and seemi11g inert11ess of such · paste, argues 
not at all against, but rather in favor of . tl1eir l1aving 
been suggested by sotne supernal oculist, 'v l1o 'vould 
be very i11different to 1nan's estin1ate of anything bttt 
the fi11al rest1lt. VIe write t1nder ti1e convictio11 that 
Jesus, like all other mediators between the spirit and 
material worlds, was constantly accompanied, and, 
whe11 needful, aided, by unseen intelligences. 

CONTROL OF FISHES. 

Fishermen had toiled all night, Lt1lre v., and 
cat1ght nothing. At the suggestion of Jesus they 
again ptlt ottt their net, and forthwitl1 it "\vas com­
pletely filled "\Vith fishes. 81)irit powers OVer all 
ani1nal life and action., vvhen conclitions per1nit tl1eir 
application, n1ay make raverts and fishes alilre their 
obedient servants. 

CURE OF FEVER. 

Under tl1e toucl1 of l1is .health-dispe11sing hand, 
l\1att. viii., fe·v·er flecl from Peter's motl1er-in-la'v so 
promptly that she imn1ediately rose from her heel and 
engaged in hot1sehold labors. Consequer1t upon tl1is, 
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Mark i., people brougl1t unto him all that were dis­
eased, and them that were possessed witl1 devils, and 
l1e l1ealed many tl1at "rere sick, and cast out many 
devils. l\1ark's expression is cautious, and not deci­
sive; but if it were applied to any moder11 healer, 
every reader would i11fer tl1at the l1ealer failed in 
some cases to effect a cure. Therefore it is a fair 
presumption from lVfarlr's account that some cases 
were bey·ond the curative powers of Jesus. In l\1att. 
viii., and also in Lulre iv., t.l1e same scene is described, 
and there the language indicates that all tl~e s1:ck 'vere 
healed, but leaves it probable that Jesus failed to cast 
out some of the devils. 

THE LEPER CURED. 

lVIatt. viii., Mark i., Lulre v. A leper humbly 
aslred to be healed, and said to J estis, If thou wilt 
tl1ot1 canst make me cJea11. Jesus put forth l1is l1and, 
touched the leper, and said, I will- be thou clean. 
And he was cleansed i1nmediately. No external evi­
dence is furnished b3r tl1e records tl1at this diseased 
man was mediumistically i11tuitive ; but l1is strong 
persuasio11 that Jesus possessed tl1e po,ver to cure 
him, provided he also l1ad a disposition, bring~s 11p to 
the mind many kno,vn cases i11 'vhich siclr sensitives 
have acquii'ed an undoubting faith tl1at certain per­
sons could cure them, provided st1ch persons woulcl 
but make an honest and earnest effort to do so-pro­
vided they wot1ld resolutely sa3r, i11 mental and emo­
tional action as well as by word, '' I will"- be 
thou healed. 
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THE CENTURION's SERVANT. 

l\1att. viii., Lul{e vii. A centurion at Capernaum 
had by some proces~ obtained faith that the 11o,ver of 
Jesus over diseases was eqt1al to l1is O\Vn over tl1e sol­
diers under his co111mand, wl1o would go a11d co1ne at 
his bidding. Having a valt1ed servant sick with 
palsy·, and grievously tormented, l1e sent to J es11s an 
i11vitation to come to l1is l1ouse, and l1eal that afflicted 
011e. But soon after l1is messenger l1ad started off to 
give the invitation, tl1e centurion, awed by l1is O\Vn 

I)restlffil)tion in aslring such a man to come to l1is 
hou~e, sent frier;~ds to say to Jesus, '' Trouble 11ot tlly­
self, for I am r1ot 'vorthy that tl16u sl1ouldst enter 
uncler my roof." Tl1e reply of Jesus, sent by these 
friends, was, ''Go tl1y way; ancl as thou hast believed, 
so be it do11e unto thee. And his servant 'vas l1ealed 
in the self-sa1ne l1our. '' \Ve knqw 11othing concern­
ing the constitution or temperan1ent of tl1at centtlrion. 
He obviously actecl from a11 internal or l1eart prompt­
ing 'vben l1e sent off his first n1essenger, ancl upon 
reflection co11~lemned his own act as l)resumptuous. 
\V e feel forcecl to believe tl1at he, in estimating Jesus, 
differe(l wiclely fron1 most military 1nen of l1is da~y· and 
natior1. I\'Iay 've conjecture tl1at l1is l\:novvle(lge of 
tl1at l1ealer was acqt1irecl intuitively? Tl1at this cel1-
turion was l1itnself a11 impressional 1nedium? Jesus 
attributed to l1im a rare faith, sucl1 a sangt1li1e and 
S\V8)~i11g faith as Sl)irit 'vorki11gs within man generate 
mt1cl1 more freq tlently tl1a11 does l{noyv leclge exter11ally 
acqtiired. by ordinary !)rocesses; so tl1at 've i11cline to 
faTIC}T tl1at 8pirits r)rOmpted l1i111 tO app}}r tO JeSUS; 
also, that the ser1ding of the message brol1ght the 

, 
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centurion and Jesus into rapport, or stretcl1ed between 
them aural 'vires, on which the l1ealth-beari11g emis­
sions of· the great l1ealer were guided directly to . tl1eir 
special1)oint of clestination, and produced tl1e clesired 
and designed results '' i11 that self-same l1our.'' 

VVIDOW AT NAIN. 

At N ain the only so11 of a widowed mother was car­
Tied forth for burial, just w l1en Jesus, accom1)anied by 
ma11Y disciples, approached the gates of the city, so 
that they met the funeral processio11. Jesus 'vent 
ancl tot1ched tl1e bier, and said, ''Young man, arise. 
A11d l1e that was dead sat up, and began to speak.'' 
Language is generally used, both in tl1e Scriptures a11d 
elsewl1ere, to describe tl1ings as they appear to be, 
a11d are believed to be. This young 1nan ap1)eared to 
be clead, was believed to be dead, a11d therefore 11rop­
erly 'vas spol{en of as a dead n1an ; and yet there is no 
rational hindrance to tl1e presl1n1ption tl1at l1is was a 
co11dition of cata.Iepsis, in 'vhich all the appearances 
of cleatl1 were 11p011 l1im, tl1ough l1is life was 11ot gone 
out. Such l)erceptive l)OWers as Jesus possessed 1night 
1nake l1im cognizant of tl1e actt1al condition of tl1e cof­
fi11ed form, and he migl1t clairvoyantly perceive that, 
nidecl by an influx of spirit aura from l1imself, the 
you11g man's 1)hysical forces could be re-excitecl to 
tl1eir wonted action ; and therefore l1e beneficently 
sought rapport with l1im by touching the bier, a11d 
t.ht1s established a connection 'vhich conveyed l1is call 
or command to the smothered 1)erceptions of the llelp­
less youth, and awakened his clormant physical senses. 
Cases of resuscitation very like the foregoing are not 
unknown in recent · times. We have been present 



JESUS OF NAZARETH. 203 

wl1ere seeming death l1ad come upon a sick n1edit1m, 
when the earnest command of anotl1er 1nediu1n re­
calletl the departed Sl)irit from tl1e bright land beyond, 
which it had consciousl}r entered, a11d 'vas loth to 
leave. That spirit still remembers 'vith joy its tl1en 
co11dition and surroundings. It came back 11erforce, 
and l1as co11tinued for successive years in its earthl~y· 
tenement. 

CALMING THE WATERS. , 

Matt. viii.; Marl\: iv., Luke viii. A furious storm 
a,rose \Vhile Jesus and l1is clisciples were sailing on a 
lake; so furiot1s \vas it, that '' tb.e 'vaves beat i11to · 
tl1e ship, so that it 'vas now full,'' a11d tl1ey '' \Vere i11 

jeo1)ardy." Up to tl1is l)Oint Jesus ''was in tl1e 
hinder part of tl1e sl1ip, asleep on a pillo\v.'' As in 
tl1e case of Jo11ah, so here; the storm came on 'vhile 
the principal personage in tl1e scene was asleep. If 
tl1e mediumistic properties of tt1at l)ersonage \Vere 
used by spirits i11 creating the storm, the medillm­
in the case of Jonal1 and of Jest1s too-,vas i11 that 
calm repose \vhich 'vas very favorable for yielcling 
helpful instrumentalities to the actl.lal agitators of tl1e 
eleme11ts. If the storm was raised by forces clepend­
e11t upon · l1im, and therefore in some sense l1is own, 
the storm would naturally be in a degree subject to 
his command, ~p.d would cease to rage at l1is request. _, 

Tl1e alleged ~ powers of hovering spirits, acting by 
thotlsands in concert, may be co1npetent, when condi­
tions permit their close con tact vvith matter,-as tl1ey 
often do in the vicinity of best m~diums, -to take i11-
sta11t control of winds a11d 'vaters a.rollnd a ship, and 
either agitate or calm them at pleasure. 
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• 
THE DEVILS OF '.rHE TOMBS. 

l\fark v., Luke viii., and l)Ossibly 1\!Iatt. viii. Land­
ing, at the close of that tempestuous vo3Tage, in the 
cot111try of tl1e Gaclarenes, J es11s 1vas there met by a 
n1an 'vl1o l1ad l1is d\velling among tombs, because the 
(levil, a legion of unclea11 spirits; l1ad p·ossession of 
hi1n, and dr<?ve l1im into tl1e wilderness. Tl1is ba11d 
of malignant spirits 11erceived and felt the power of 
Jesus to dispossess the~ of tl1eir l1old ; and as if all 
of them were but one perso11, beso11ght l1i1n, saying, 
''I beseecl1 thee, torment n1e 11ot; '' besought l1im tl1at 
''he 1vol1ld not command tl1em to go out i11to the· 
cleel)," and asked tl1at l1e 'vould Sllffer them to enter 
i11to an l1erd of s'vine that ''ras feedi11g i11 the vicinity. 
l-Ie granted tl1at reqt1est. Power to clispossess a Ina­
lignant Rpirit, a11d even a band of sucl1,. from l1old they 
have talren Ul)On some l1uma11 organism, and 1nake 
the1n give place and control to tl1e rightful possessor 
anc1 better guardia11s, is often ptlt forth in tl1ese mod­
eTn clays; bt1t tl1e gra11ting the ejected ones~permis...: 
sion to e11ter other conge11ial teneme11ts has not else­
'vhere come to Otlr knowledge. S1V·e(le11borg, a man 
of great lear11ing, and of scientific trainiJ.1g; \vas tl1rough 
1nan:y· years a very clear seer of spirits of all cl1aracters 
ancl qualities, and a careful observer of tl1e attractions 
and 'vays of the different grades among tllem. rrhere 
is a class, according to l1im, \vho ''love tl1ings l1I1cli­
gested and malig11ant, such as filthy 1neats i11 tl1e 
stomacl1. They appear, some to the left, some to tl1e 
1'ight, some beneath, some above a stomach of such 
contents, because such contents are clelightful to 
them." Their presence, l1e informs 11s, gives to the 
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man or woman in \V hom they lodge a11d feecl, " anxie­
ties'' and many tlncomfortable 111ental states; it gives 
tl1em the blues. If the spirits havi11g lodg·me11t i11 tl1e 
obsessed man of Gadara l)Ossessed tastes like tl1ose 
here described, 011e ca11 well fancy tl1em not relt1cta11t 
to talre up residence in s'vine. Tl1e clesire of that 
ejected legion '\vas complied· 'vith by J eslls, bt1t tl1ey 
did 11ot long conti11ue to e11joy the luxuries of their 
ne·\v tables; for, seemingly, tl1eir living te11en1ents 
'vere so chagrined by tl1e intrusion of such villa11ons 
tenants, or so madde11ecl and phre11sied by these 11Ilii1-
vitecl occupants, that the 'vhole two thousand rt1shed 
i11to the water, and were dro,vned. Perhaps they 
were impelled to tl1is Stlicide by the exorcising Jesus. 
But why he sl1ould incite the1n to such action, 've fail 
to even conjecture. We see not wl1y he could desire 
to harm the i11nocent herd, or occasion loss of l)rop­
erty to their ow11er; and 11one of our conceptior1s con­
cerning devils mal\:es tl1e1n suscerJtible of any annoy­
ance or discomfort from forced immersio11. The motive 
and the object of that extensive clro\vni11g are Inys.­
teries. Whether 1nalig11ant devils, or irritated swine, 
or beneficent Jesus caused it, is all uncertain. 

FoRGIVENEss oF SIN. 

Matt. ix., l\fark ii., Lulre ,r. In tl1e chapters l1ere 
named the evangelists have fur11ished accounts of a 
scene at Capernaum, whicl1 is eminently fruitfl11 of 
instruction. Jesus was teachi11g" in a1~ house, probably 
some large public one ; for Llll\:e say·s, '' Tl1ere were 
Pharise~s and doctors of the la\V sitting by, '\\7l1ich 
'vere come out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, 
and Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was pres-
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ent to lzeal thenz." Sl1cl1 langl1age makes it probable 
that tl1ere ''as then an uncommon gathering, in \Yl1ich 
\rere mingled many me11 of learning~ and ptlblic re­
spectability, "~ho desirecl to listen to "W"hat the new 
teacher mig·ht say .. ; ancl some of them, perhaps, cle­
sirecl to receive, and clid receive, l1is aiel in the c1.1re 
of their ph}~sical ailments, since it is said that the 
power of the Lord "\Yas present to heal tllenz. The 
room -was fillecl, and there was, besicles, a great tl1rong· 
of people abotlt the c1oor, so that \\-ben l1is friencls 
brot1g·Lt a 1)alsied n1an 011 l1is becl ton~ard tl1at hollse, 
the~~ \\'ere obligecl to take the strfferer llp to the roof, 
ancl throug·h that let the becl and man do,vn to \Yhere · 
Jestls ~as. Seei11g tl1eir faith, he said, '' i\Ian, ... thy 
sins are forgiven tl1ee.'' 

J..~t this, certain scribes were soon "reasoning in 
tl1eir hearts,'' ancl asking· tl1emselves, '' ''1'"l1y tl1is Llas­
phem}r? For 'vho btlt Gocl can forgi·ve sins·?'' '~ J e­
SllS percei1,recl in l1is spirit that they· so reasoned ";thin 
thernsel\~es," ancll1e askecl them \-vhich \\-as the easier 
to sa}r, Thy sins be forgi·ven, or say·, ~~rise, take l1lJ 

th}T becl, ancl "-ralk? Then, cleliberately·, ancl i11 tl1at 
critical presence, he proceeclecl, ancl macle tl1is sig·nifi­
cant cleclaration: ~~That ~re ma}r l~now that the Son 
of nian hath power on earth to forgive sins, I say 1.111tO 

tl1ee, palsied man, A1:ise, tal~e Ul) thy bed, ancl go thy 
-wa}r into thine house.'' Immecliately the man nrose, 
tooli: llp the bec1, a11cl ''rent forth before them all. 
Langt1ag,e ancl action combinecl can l1ardl3r be made 
to set forth -with more clistinctness tl1au the al1o·ve 
lloes, that in the mincl of J es11s, the l1ealing of clisease 
and the forgiveness of sin sometimes meant precisely 
the same thing. Beyoncl c1uestion, that heaven-illll-
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mined teacher found an inherent connection between 
phJ·sical disease and sin, and taught that the healing 
of the former in\rolved and carried with it the for­
giveness of the latter. This point will come tlp for 
consideration on a f11ture page.- The instantaneous 
cure of a man so enfeebled by palsy that he ,,-as 
brought from his home on a becl, \\·as so astounding, 
''that when the multitude saw it, they mar,~eleu, and 
glorified God, \Yhich bad given s·uch po1ce1 'unto 1nen." 
\\T e at this day· can join with that multitude, and 
marvel at such a mighty work. 

TWELVE YEARs' Issu""E oF BLooD. 

1\iatt. ix., niark v., Luke ·viii. A da11ghter of Jai­
rus, supposed by her relatives to be dead, was kno"rn 
l)y Jesus not to be so, and he took l1er by the hancl, 
spoke to her, ''and she arose and "·alked." .t\. more 
interesting cas~ is connected with this. \\Then Jesus 
was on llis \vay to see that girl, a multitude thronged 
arolind him, and in the crowd was a woman who pri­
\Tately touched his garment, and thus clrew into her­
self healing properties from him. He felt the outflow, 
felt a loss, and asked who touched him, lJecause he 
perceived that virtue had gone out from his s~rstem. 
Though seemingly unwilled to its mission, the ,·irtue 
imbibed b)r her healed the woman's twel-ve }~ears' issue 
of bloocl. Her faith saved her- a faith, we juclge, 
bor11 of her mediumistic susceptibilities, of her intui­
tions, and which could spring into being only· in IJer­
sons whom spirit healing alrra coulcl permeate, clea11se, 
and renovate. 

14 
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ENDOWING THE TWELVE .APOSTLES. 

1\!Iatt. x., ~1ark vi., Lulre ix. J es11s called around 
l1im t\velve Inen '' \Vllom l1e wot1lcl,'' a11d desig"nated 
tl1em as special friencls, 'vit11esses, l1elpers, a11d al)OS­
tles. He gave to eacl1. of tl1ese power against UI1clea11 
Sl)irits, to cast tl1em out; and to l1eal all man11er of 
sicl(ness, ancl all man11er of clisease. Thus endo\ved, 
he sent them fortl1 to exercise their 11e'v gifts fre­
que11tly a11d widely as fitting coilclitions sl1011ld per­
mit, especially amo11g the lost sheep of the l1ot1se of 
Israel. I-Iis charge to tl1em was, '' Go 11reach, sayi11g, 
Tl1e lringdom of l1eave11 is at l1and. Heal ti1e sick, 
raise tl1e clead, clea11se tl1e lepers, cast out clevils. '' 
Tl1e coming of tl1e lringdom of l1eave11, a11cl tl1e l1eal­
i11g of pl1ysical c1iseases, are l1ere prese11ted in sucl1 
co11nectio11 as stlg'gests ti1e same tl1ot1gl1t as came tlp 
'vl1e11 Jesus defined a Cllre of l)als:y to be a forgiveness 
of si11. lVIa.rlr's la11guage l)Ossibly i11dicates some l)e­
Ct1liarity i11 tl1e force wl1icl1 dre\v tl1ese n1en togetl1er, 
at the ti1ne wl1en tl1ey received Sl)ecial 1)owers, an.cl 
were co11stituted missio11aries. , 

'' He goetl1 tlp into a mot1ntai11, a11d calletl1 llllt~ 
him ~vhom he would, and tl1ey caine llnto l1im." St1ch 
langt1age 'vould be a1)1)licable if, i·n fact, J es11s went 
fortl1 to the mountain alone, and tl1ere, l)y \Vi8lles ei­
tller 11nexpressed or uttered, indt1cecl these 1nen, 'vl1er-· 
ever situ<tted at the time, to t11rn tl1eir steps towarcl 
~ 

l1i1n, a11d meet at l1is sicle. Cases i11 'vhicl1. Ine(litlnls 
desire, and es1)ecially tl1ose in 'vl1icl1 tl1ey reqt1est tl1eir 
controlling spirits to procllre, tl1e prese11ce of other 
specified medillinistic persons, are very com1non a11cl 
successft1l 11ow, and tl1e above language of Mark per-
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mits a conjecture tl1at tl1e apostles may lla\·e been 
stlmlU011ed to tl1eir special co11secration eitl1er by 111ag-
11etic attractions or spirit messengers purposely se11t 
forth b)r Jesus. ".fhe susceptibility of eacl1 one in a 
ba11d of twelve 1)ersons to receive and be able to ex­
ercise extraordinary l1ealing po,vers 'vonJd 11ot ordi­
narily exist unless selection_ 'vas made when calling 
them together. Inference from tl1e experie11ce of 
1nagnetic operators in promiscuous assen1blages, and 
that of p~rsons "\Vl1o operate specially for 1nedit1mistic 
cle·velopment, indicates, that out· of tvvelve persons 
talre11 at random, 11ot 1nore tl1an l1alf could be l)ercep­
tibly either psycl1ologize(l or endowed with any 11ew 
po,vers; yet eacl1 of tl1e twelve operated tlpon by 
Jesus became an healer of tlisease. This result indi­
cates that these men were lesser mediums, gravitating 
to and being tlnfolded by a greater. Thus energized, 
these chosen ones '' 'vent ot1t ancl preacl1ecl tl1at mer1 
should re1)ent; and , tl1e3r cast ot1t 1na11Y clevils, and 
anointed with oil 1nany that were sicl{, and l1ealed 
them." 

LAZARUS. 

John xi!) The case of Lazarr1s, who is believed by 
a large part of Christendom to l1ave actt1ally died, 
a11d subsequently been restored to life by J est1s, pos· 
sesses much interest. It is so stril{i11g tl1at some won­
cler is felt tl1at neither of the three reporters ai111i11g 
specially to present the marvelous 'vorl{s of Jesus, 
1nade any 1nention of it. Jol1n alone describes it. 

''When Jesus .heard'' that Lazartls ,-vas sicl\:, '" l1e 
said, This sickness is 1~ot ~tnto death, but for the glory 
of God, that· tl1e Son of God may be glorified tllere­
by." Perception of tl1e seqt1el by Jest1s wl1ile Laza-
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rus was yet living deserves remembrance and applica-­
tioil, too, i11 ar1y fair interpretation of the actual con­
ditioll of tlle buried form. The sickness ''is 'I~Ot runto 
death " he said i11 ad,rance. Therefore any interpre­
tation of his s11bsequent words, which 1nakes tl1em 
mean tl1at Lazarus "ras in a.ny co11dition b~}rond a deep 
cataleptic sleep, malces Jesus at fault i~1 l1is prophetic 
perception of the rest1lt, impeaches l1is reliabilit}r as a 
prophet. After abiding t'vo days where he was wl1en 
news of the sickness of this friend reached l1im, Jesus 
said, '' Our friend ·Lazarus sleepeth, aJ11d I go that ~ 
may awake l1im out of sleep. His disciples replied, 
Lord, if he sleep, l1e sl1all clo well. . . . Then said 
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead .. '' 

Obviot1sly his own perception of the condition of 
his friend was one that l1e elected to term sleep ~· but 
that word failing to co11vey to l1is disciples the pectl­
liar nature and depth of that sleep, l1e, to meet their 
comprehension wl1y a need existed for his immediate 
return into Judea, \Vl1ere l1is life was sought, adapted 
his words to the appearance of the case, and said, as 
any person not interiorly illumined would have done, 
'' Lazarus is dead." This 'vas correct enough, be­
cause the man appeare-d dead to every external be­
holcler. Jesus foresaw tl1at tl1e sickness wo·uld not 
be fatal, and preferred to speak, a~d did speal{, of the 
breathless man as being merely asleep, u11til an ex­
pression adapted-to appearances was found neeclful for 
explaining to his disciples that he was about to start 
for an house of seeming bereavement and positive 
mourning. Soon after his arrival at the home of 
Lazarus, '' he groarted in spirit, and was troubled, and 
said, Where have ye laid him ? Jesus wept, and again 

\ 
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groaning i1~ h£rnself, he cometh to the grave.'' . . . 
There, before his mig~hty 'vork was see1ningly at­
temptecl, '' J estls lifted lll) l1is eyes, and said, Fatl1er, 
I tha11lr thee tl1at tl1ou l1ast l1earcl n1e." l-Ie felt con­
scious of ind,velling po,ver to a'val{en the cleep sleep­
er, t.har1ketl God for the feeling, and then I1e cried 
wit!~ a loud voice, '' Lazartls, come fortl1 ; a11d at 011ce . 
l1e tl1at \vas cleacl caine forth,'' dead 011ly in ti1e appre­
he11sion of all the external perceptives of relatives and 
friends. 

Our perceptio11 no'v of tl~e condition of Lazarus 
makes it a11 l1arcl one of suspended a11imatioi1, a sleep 
of deepest cleptl1, btlt not unto death, as Jesus foresavv 
that it 'vould not be. The 'vord hard is appliecl to it 
because observation has freqt1ently seen mediun1s ex­
ceeding~Iy depressed and angtiisllecl., just prior to tl1e 
drafts upon their vitality, "\Vhich the putting fortl1 of 
extraordinary mecliumistic force required. Jesus botl1 
'vept and gToa11ed, ar1d therefore obviously suffered 
intensely fro1n some cause, and this, ostensibly, in tl1e 
same 1na11ner as medit1n1s of to-day do 'v l1en their .. 
controllers are drawing from tl1eir innermost foul1-
tains of me(liurnistic force, preparatory to tl1e reqtlire­
ments of a great emergency. His tears and anguish 
may have been induced partly by his kindly sympa­
thies for the 1nourning sisters ; but \Vhe11 l1is fore­
k~owledge that the case was not one of death is 
considered in con11ection with his sufferi11gs, some 
additional cat1se seems needful to accot1nt for their 
i11tensity. Remember the complete prostration of 
Samso11, wl1en l1e l1ad just slain tt thousa11d men U11-
der ti1e S\vay of the Spirit of tl1e Lord; reme111ber 

I 

that the soul of Jesus was exceeding sorrowft1l, even 
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l1nto death,, just before tl1e trying scenes attend ... 
ing his close of life had emerged to external vision ; 
and remember, also, tl1at spirit 1nedit1ms to-day are 
rack~d 'vit.l1 sorrows and anguisl1 j11st 1)rior to ex­
traordinary exactions upon their inherent forces ; and 
then the probability arises that tl1e tears and groans 
of Jesus "'\Vere extorted by sucl1 suctions from l1is O\VU 

vitality as would give to l1is voice loudness enough, 
penetration enot1gl1, to enter an ear so deadened. 

JYiartl1a's anticipation tl1at offensive odors would 
come from out the tomb if it were opened, indicates 
that the existing atmospheric temperature and other 
conditions wot1ld naturally l1ave vigorously com­
menced the worlc of decomposition if the man actu­
ally died wl1en he ceased to breathe externally. But 
110 mention is made tl1at rest1lts conformed to her ex­
pectations, a11d ca11 any one suppose ~ that tl1ey did? 
Hardly. Any arg1.1ment that either l1unger or laclr of 
air would l1ave brought deatl1 to a cataleptic in four 
clays can have no force, because d11ring such a sleep 
the spiritual forces sustai11 tl1e l1old of animal life upon 
tl1e body, which forces obtain ~heir not1rishn1ent from 
spirit aura that is nearly or quite as abllndant and as 
free in the closed and buried coffin as in the open air. 
The narrative, as a 'vhole, sho\vs clearly that · if the 
supposed death of Lazartls was positively death, Jesus 
was mistaken as a prophetic seer wl1en he declared 
that the sickness was not tlnto death, and that he was 
going to awake Lazarus out of sleep. 

-

lVIULTIPLYING LOAVES AND FISHES. 

Matt. xiv., Mark vi., Luke ix., J ol1n vi. Jesus 
healed the sick among five thousand men, besides the 
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women ancl cl1ildren; and whe11 it 'vas evening, l1e 
made l1is c1isciples set before that vast multitude all 
the foocl tl1ey l1acl at commancl, 'vl1ich was 011ly five 
barley loa·ves a11d t'vo small fisl1es. Tl1is mtlltit.tlcle 
ate to tl1e full from that srnall spread, a11d tl1ere was 
n111ch left ur1consumed. lVIodern oracles a11d observa­
tiorl teach tl1at sometimes spirits ca11 a11d do either 
procure fro1n a clistance or ma11ufacture articles of 
foocl for mar1 out of elements, "\vhich tl1ey, invisibly to 
llS, gatl1er up and 1nanipulate. 

VV ALKING ON 'VATER. 

On that sa1ne 11ight tl1e clisciples 'vere on board sl1ip 
'' i11 tl1e 111idst of tl1e sea, tossed 'vith tl1e 'vaves,'' a11d 
J esllS caine \vall\:ing to tl1em on the water. The ar­
dent Peter stepped overboard, and, wall\:i11g on the 
water, 've11t to Jesus ; but tl1e strong lv·i11d soon 
shoo}\: l1is faith, and tl1e disciple Lega11 to sink. Jesus 
pllt fortl1 l1is ha11cl, l1eld him up, and led l1i1n 011 ~hip­
board. Po\\rer on the part of spirits to 1nake 111atter 
more or less heavy at tl1eir option has been n1a11y 
times lJroved to exist by testing it 'vitl1 steelyarcls and 
scales. No cloubt they gave levitatio11 to the body of 
JesllS 'vhen l1e 'vall\:ed tlpon tl1e water tl1at nigl1t, a11d 
to Peter's also, 11ntill1is ·o,vn agitatio11 a11d conseqt1ent 
loss of good 1necliumistic co11dition loosened tl1eir l1old 
upo11 l1im. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

1Iatt. xvii., l\1ark ix., Lul\:e ix. The transfigura­
tioil of Jesus or1 tl1e 1110tlnt is described in the follow­
i11g passages: ''His face (lid sl1ine as the st1n, a11d l1is 
rai1ne11t 'vas '" l1ite as tl1e ligl1t. His raime11t be caine 
sl1ining, exceeding wl1ite as snow. The fashion of l1is 
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countenance was altered, and his raiment was \vhite 
and glistening. And there talked 'vith l1im two 111ei1, 
''rl1ich were 1foses and Elias, who appeared i11 glory, 
ancl spake of his clecease, \vhich he sl1ot1lcl acco1nplish 
at Jerusalem. . . . Tl1e clisciples who ,~vere then 
'vith Jesus were heavy with sleep ; and whe11 tl1ey 
were awake, they saw his glory, and tl1e t\vo men 
tl1at stood with l1im." 1"'he brilliant radia11ce on the 
face of Jesus, and tl1e glory i11 which l\Ioses a.ncl Elias 
appeared, may or may not have bee11 something Ull­

ustlal around tl1em as spirits. The inner eyes of Pe­
ter, James, and J ol111 1nay tl1en have he en tlllUStlally 
opened to behold spirit forms and brilliancies, and may 
have beheld only 11ern1ane11t ones, as Elish~'s serva11t 
probably did \Vl1en he sa\v tl1e sl1i11ing l1orses and el1ar­
iots on the hills of Dotha11. 

RETURNING SPIRITS. 

The appearance of tl1e spirits of two men, the one 
of wl161n l1ad been clead more than fourteen hunclred, 
and the other more than eight l1undred years, a11d i11 
appeara11ce so 1)alpable that tl~ey were lJoth seen and 
l1eard by three \vitnesses, Peter, James, a11d Jol111, 
proves that tl1e grave, i11 tl1ose former times, 'vas not 
a bot1rn fro1n beyoncl which n.o traveler could return. 

· Tl1ese heavenly visitants of Jesus, 'vho then talk eel 
with l1im about the death l1e was, on some future da)r, 
to undergo at Jerusalem, were st1rely spirits \vl1o l1acl 
once been men. A possible way of rett1r11 to earth 
existed and was traversed long ago, so that the return 
of otlr loved ones is sanctioned by the example of e1ni-
'J~ent ancient JJrophets. · 
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UNBELIEF. 

1\fatt. xvii., l\Iarl~ ix., Lul\:e ix. Sl1ortly after tl)eir 
clescent fron1 tl1e 111ount on \vl1icl1 tl1e glorious trai1S­
fig~tlra.tioi1 l1acl bee11 1nanifested, tl1e fa.tl1er of a (lt11nb 
ll1natic boy, lVllo l1acl previously tal{ei1 the cl1ilcl to 
sc111e of tl1e disci1)les, a11cl failed to get l1elp tl1r0t1gh 
tl1e1n, 11o'v appliecl to Jesus, 'vl1o soo11 rebu1\:ed tl1e 
IJOssessing spirit 'vitl1 Stich pote11cy tl1at l1e cleparted 
ot1t of the cl1il(l. Tl1is case teaches tl1a.t tl1e clisciples 
sometimes 1nade unstlccessful efforts to l1eal, ancl 
tl1erefore tl1at the forces subject to tl1eir commancl, or 
'vorking i11 alliance with them, 'vere 11ot omnipotent. 
Apostolic po,vers a11d U11see11 l1elpers of the apostles 
clicl 11ot always comrnand success. The fail11res of l1is 
c1isciples Jesus imputed to tl1e limitations of their faith, 
or to t.I1eir unbelief". We can hardly suppose tl1at tl1eir 
me11tal state was such as we to-clay sho11lcl clesignate 
by tl1e term unbelief. Obviously they must l1ave hacl 
mer1tal co11victions that healing virtues son1eti1nes 
went forth from their orga11isn1s, and that Jestls ancl 
God 'vere tl1eir helpers. 'l"'hey were not lflnbelievers, 
according to tl1e modern usage of SllCll a '''ord. Per-
11alJS, 2.~nd probably, the t1nbelief of wl1icl1 J .estls spol{e 
was their lack of 1nediumistic states or conclitions 
eqt1al to tl1e reqt1irements for st1ccess in tl1at particu­
lar case, which \vas an obsti11ate and severe one. 

''How long 1s it ago," askecl Jesus, ''since tl1is 
came unto hi1n ? " '' Of a cl1ild," replied the fatl1er, 
'vho addecl, '' tl1at it l1ardly cleparted from l1im. '' The 
obsession, therefore, -vv-as cl1ronic and contii1t10lls, also 
tl1e besetting spirit was l)O,verftll and 1nalicious : 
''For,'' says tl1e father, '' \vheresoever l1e taketh 
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him, he teareth him ; and l1e foameth, and g11asheth 
witl1 his teeth, and pinetl1 away ; ... l1ave conlpas­
sion on tls, and l1elp us." Yes, ''Jesus said, ... If 
thou ca11st believe. . . . The fatl1er . . . cried out, 
I belie,re; l1elp tl1ou mi11e unbelief'' -make my faith 
still ~tronger and 1nore efficient tl1an it is. Jesus the11 
'' rebulred tl1e fotll spirit, sayi11g unto l1im, Thou 
dumb and c1eaf spirit, I cl1arge thee, come out of l1im')i 
a11d e11ter no 111ore into l1im. And the spirit cried, a11d 
rent hin1 sore, and came out of l1im, ancl the child 'vas 
as one clead, inson1t1cl1 that ma1ry said, lie is cleacl.'' 
Such a case required extraordi11ary clisl)Ossessi11g force, 
more· tl1an pertained to tl1e clisciples at their trials, but 
not more tl1an 'vas put fortl1. thi·ot1gh Jesus when he 
uttered l1is majestic command. 

The disciples soon afterward ask eel J eSllS pri,rately, 
"' TVhy could not we cast l1im out?'' Jesus ans,vered, 
'' This l\:i11d .ca11 come forth by 11othing but prayer and 
fasting.'' vVl1etl1er he meant tl1e l{ind or character 
of obsessing spirit, or the l{i11d or qtlantum and quality 
of tl1e operating force, the teaching is essentially the 
sa1ne. The neeclful power ,, could be obtainecl only 
tl1rot1gl1 IJrayer and fasti11g. l\llay we 11ot rationally 
i11terpret tl1ose 'vords as mea11ing that the human op­
erator's 11l1ysical system must be as extensively as possi­
ble depleted of all 1111healthy a11imal forces, ancl tl1eir 
place be stlpplied by invoked spiritual ones, before a 
Sl)irit tl1us powerf11l and ugly can l)e overmastered? 
We tl1inlr we ma3r, and therefore may interpret Jesus 
as !~ere _ 1neaning, by unbelief and by little faith, that 
condition of n1i11d and body conjoinecl, 'vl1ich failed to 
fur11ish supernal intelligences of higl1 be11o\rolence, 
with tl1at amount and quality of mediumistic aura 



JESUS OF NAZ.t\.RETH. 217 

whicl1 tllis special case demanded for successful eject­
ment. 

BLASTING THE FIG TREE. 

lVIatt. xxi., Marlr xi. One morning, when l1un­
gry, Jesus went up to '' a fig tree, and found 11othing 
bllt leaves.'' And l1e said to it,~' Let no fruit gro\v 
011 thee henceforward forever- no man eat fruit of 
tl1ee l1ereafter forever." '' Tl1e time of figs 'vas not 
yet.'' On the next morning the disci1)les '' sa,v· that 
fig tree dried ·up frotn· the roots." That blasti11g of a 
tree was a marlred performance even among l1is Inar­
velous actions. It sta11ds by itself, a11d e~cites high 
wonclerment. Ail~y· commendable tnotive to it, ex­
cepting the ge11eral one of 1nanifesting extraorclir1ary 
po,ver, seems wanting. His e1nanations ge11erally 
've11t forth on missions of healing, of physical and 
me11tal relief, of moral and religiotls instruqtion, of 
salvation from clanger ttncl fear of dro,vning b}r calm­
ing winds a11d ''raves, and of otl1er acts of cle1uency 
toward l1uman beings. But here the vegetable life 
of the fig tree was sapped or poisonecl. for 110 otl1er 
indicated reason, than that it ditl not, even out of the 
11atural season for ripe11ed figs, ft1rnish a brealrfast to 
an l1ungry. man. Since. tl1e subseque11t deportment 
of Jesus i11 tl1e ten1ple that same 1norning, indicates 
a second occasion on 'vhich a resentful mood seemed 
to control l1im, there presses fortl1 for t1tterance a 
query 'vhetl1er possibly l1unger acted tl1en upo11 J e­
sus, as it 1)erl1aps l1as sometimes dor1e upon an t1nrea­
soni11g hu.ngry boy- thatt is, clrawn out 1nalediction 
tlpon tl1e unconscious tree, because it l1appenecl to 
have no fruit on it, \Vhen he in ht1nger . sougl1t for 
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some ? Did disappointment excite anger even i11 

him?. 
From tl1at scene Jesus we11t to the city and .into tl1e 

temple, 'vhere l1e proceeded '"to cast out tl1em that sold 
, ancl Lougl1t tl1ere, a11cl overtl1re\v tl1e tables of the 

1none:y-changers, a11d tl1e seats of the1n that sold doves, 
ancl \lloultl 11ot Stlffer tl1at a11y ma11 should carry any 
'res~el through tl1e te1nple." Can it be that some 1)as­
sio11ate spirit obtained te1nporary sway over Jesus Oil 

tl1at 1norning, wl1en the failt1re of the fig tre.e to ftlr­
nisl1 him food, ancl tl1e traffickers in the tem1)Ie') seem­
ing-ly, at least,. metamorphoseclllis character? Lt1ke 
tells us that at tl1e close of tl1e temptation, the clevil 
~' c1eparted from llin1 for a season~· " a11d we can, for 
ourselves, admit as l)laus.ible the supposition tl1at 
so1ne spirit of tem1)er qt1ite foreign to tl1at of Jesus 
and l1is usual I1elpers, intrudecl his i11flue11Ce very 
forcibly on the 1110r11ing of those exceptional outflo\VS 
from tl1e form of J estls. 

SATAN's vVORK UPON JUDAS AND PETER. 

Luke xxii., John xiii. '' Tl1en entered Satan into 
Juclas Iscariot. The devill1aving no'v put it i11to the 
l1eart of J uclas Iscariot to betra}' l1im.'' '' Tl1e Lord 
said to Si1n011, Simon, lJel1old, Satan l1ath desired to 
l1ave yotl, tl1at l1e n1ay sift ;rotl as 'vl1eat.'' 1"11ese 
stateme11ts carry tl1e iclea that so1netl1i11g more tl1an 
tl1e 1nere 11atural inclil1ations of tl1eir ow11 mincls 
'voulcl pro1npt Jt1das to treachery a11d Peter to clenial­
tllat some 1)ersonal Sata11 'vot1lcl bri11g influences to bear 
lll)Oll tl1e1n. Tl1eir organisms \Vere ir11pellecl 011 to tl1e 
com1nission of st1cl1 acts as ·afterward caused one to 
comn1it suicide and the other to weep bitterly. 'V e 
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hope, ancl st1spect fro1n the fact tl1at l1e was one of the 
choser1 t'velve, tl1at Jt1das possessecl a better side tl1an 
l1istory l1as exl1ibitecl to tl1e worltl. ''r c g~et 110 
gli1npse of it, llo,Yever, a11cl ca11 11ot l1i11t at its Cltlali­
ties. Si111011 Peter stands before 11s i11 bolder relief. 
I-Iis attacl11ne11t to J estls ,,~ears tl1e n11peara11ce of 
l1aving· bee11 si11cere a11cl stro11g. He l1ad cot1rage too. 
He was 110 falterer fro1n l)ersonal ti111itlitj ... ., 11or fron1 
inl1eri11g· weal~ness. His after life rentlers it illl­

probable tl1at tl1ere 'vas st1cl1 a st1bst.ratt11n of 'vcal\:­
ness i11 l1is selfl1ood as woulcl pern1it l1i111, a11art fro1n 
some foreign pressure, to clrop clo,,rn to co,varclly 
denial of l1is master. Tl1e surface ap}Jeara11ce is, that 
a r)ersonal Satan did sift hitn - clicl Inomentarily con­
trolllim ; and tl1at tl1e words of Jesus l1ad refere11ce 
to some personality, bent upon modifyi11g tl1e ge11u­
ine qt1alities of this disciple. If such were the facts, 
l1ere is evidence that spirits may exercise more or less 
sway over the actions of men. 

AGONIES OF JESUS. 

lVIatt. xxvi., l\farlr xiv., Llll{e xxii. Just before his 
betrayal ancl l1is cor1seqt1e11t trial a11d crucifixion, com­
i11g events made their \voeflll pressllres t1po11 J estlR. 
He said, '' l\1y soul is exceeding sorrowful, even t111to 
deatl1 ; " l1e fell witl1 face upo11 the grou11cl ancl1)rayed, 
in a11 agony he prayed most earnestly; l1is s'veat \vas 
as it \Vere great drops of blood. '' 0 1ny Fatl1er, if it 
be possible let this cup pass from n1e ; nevertl1eless, 
not as I' will, but as thou 'vilt ; a11d tl1ere appeared 
unto him a11 angel fro1n l1eaven strengtl1ening l1im.'' 
No mind desirous of obtaini11g t~rue conceptions of tl1e 
nat11re ·of Jesus as he is presented in the biblical rec-
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orc1s, sl1oulcl fail to sca11 l1in1 l1ere, 'vhile acting a11d 
st1fferi11g as overbt1rde11ed l1t1111ar1ity does, seelci11g 
ancl getti11g l1el1) Ly IJrocesses, anfl from sources, a11u 
'vith sucl1 results, as 1Jertai11 to l1t1ma11 ex1)erience. In­
te11se, l)rostrating, ago11izi11g st1fferi11g; IJrayer- most 
earnest l)rayer for relief; bloody S\Veats; angel pres­
erlce to strengthen ; all these he experie11ced most in ... 
tensely t1ncler il1e l)ressure and action of scenes yet 
to be born i11to tl1e external, a11d before l1is earthly 
frie11cls could a11tici1)ate l1is tragic encl. Sucl1 Ruffer­
ings as these up e\ren to tl1e furthest possible li1nits 
of physical a11d 1nental e11clurance, 1nany 111eJiu111s of 
tl1is clay l1ave experie11cecl just before tl1e OllComing of 
great 11atioi1al, or t1rba11, or Jo1nestic afflictions, and 
\vhen severe clrafts 'vcre abotlt to be 1nacle by Sl)irits 
llpol1 tl1e 1nediumistic aiel of tl1ese sufferers, for the 
ptlrpose of affording these s11irits l)o,ver to guicle or 
to st1stain some mortals. Tl1is age at large is q t1ite 
ig11orant of 111a11Y transpiri11g events wl1icl1 are to fur- · 
11isl1 tl1e brigl1test 11ages of its O\VIl l1istory. 

FoRSAirE~ n·y Gon. 

lVIatt. xxvii., l\iaTlr xv. \Vhe11 on the cross, Jesus 
cried aloud, ''My God, 1ny Go<l, 'vhy l1ast thotl for­
sal{eil 111e '? '' Tl1is sou nels li1{e a11 outburst of i11tense 
angt1isl1 fro1n a soul i11 '" l1icl1 there \vas conscious lack 
of self-relieving power. \\T e call to mincl 110 other 
insta11ce i11 w l1icl1 J esns e·ver use(l the \vorcl God. in an 
lltterance 'vhich migl1t lJe called. a l)rayer. l"l1is cjac­
lllatiol1 is lil{e tl1c force<-l ·vent of 1)l1~ysical suffering­
lil{e a11 involtlntary ontgusl1 from a11 agonizecl1nortal 
for111. 'Vl1at eviclei1ce, or eve11 \Vl1at seeming is tl1ere 
that Jesus suffered, eitl1er 1norc or less, or differently 
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from 'vl1at any 111ar1 of eqt1al sensibilities 'voulcl ltave 
clo11e tlncler lik:e circumstances ? N or1e \Vl1atever. 
A11Ll tl1is arg·tles l1i1n to l1ave been bt1t Ollr brother 
ma11 ; an einill8llt, great and good or1e, but 011ly a 
brother. 

CRUCIFIXION. 

l\1att. xxvii., Lt1lce xxiii. Atte11dant on tl1e cruci­
fixioil, '' tl1e vail of the temple \Vas rent in t\vain from 
tl1e top to the bottom---- tl1e eartl1 did qt1ake- rocks 
'vere rent- graves \vere ope11ecl, and ma11y bodies of 
saints ,v ... l1ich slept arose, came forth, 'vent into the 
holy city, and appeared Uilto ma11y; also tl1e sttn \Vas 
darl{ened.'' Tl1e rendi11g of tl1e vail, the qual{i11g of 

1 tl1e earth li1nitedly, tl1e darlceni11g of the st1n for a 
space around J er11sale111, may all fall \Vitl1in the scope 
of st1ch spirit forces as l1ave been i11clicated in the 
11receding pages. The palpable reappearance of cle­
partecl sair1ts, i1~ great numbers, differs, perl1aps, from 
a11}rthi11g yet specially cor1sidered. Tl1e novv 'vell­
kno\V'Il po,ver of the departed to so materialize them­
selves, or so enrobe the1nselves in se.mi-matter, as to 
exl1ibit tl1e same forms, features, motions, and cos­
ttlines 'vl1ich tl1ey presented in life here, permits a 
presumption that the old bodies of tl1ose ancient saints 
re1nai11ed resting qt1ietly in their graves, tl1011gh tl1e 
de1)arted me11 and women the1nsel ves clid reap1)ear. 
The acct1mulated spirit auras generated by tl1e V(~st 

l1overing spirit bands at that 1nome11tous scene, \VOtlld 
natt1rally permit spiritual manifestatio11s i11 tl1at l1ot1r 
a11cl place, 'v hich 'V011ld be very tll1tlStlal i11 both ki11d 
and extent. 
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RESURRECTION. 

1\1att. xxviii., lVIark xvi., Lttke xxiv., John xx. 
The chief external1narvels attending the Resurrection 
were a quaking of tl1e earth; rolling the stone from 
tl1e moutl1 of the Sllpelcher by an a11gel of the Lord; 
tl1e appearance of angels in white, sitting upon tl1at 
stone, and also at the head a11d foot of the body's rest­
ing-place. Sucl1 transactions and scenes are genetally 
similar in ki11d to others previously noticed. Angels 
con\rersed briefly \vith visitors at the tomb. Jesus 
soon spoke to Mary, and ·told her not to touclt him. 
Materialized spirits to-day are ordinarily, but not al­
ways, subject to sudden invisib~lity upon the very 
close approximation of living bodies. This caution 
of Jesus i11timates that his condition was such that 
the natural friendly grasp w·hich her intense joy upon 
meeting him alive \Vould pron1pt her to seek, was in­
expedient. The materialized for1ns and robes of spir­
it visitants 110\V are often instantly dissolved by the 
11ear approach of material living bodies, and we infer 
that the visible form of Jesus was in such condition 
just the11, that lVIary's 'rery close approach might dis­
solv·e it. 

He shortly afterward \vallted i11 company with two 
of his disciples, 'vho 'vere jour11eying to,vard Emma~s. 
Though he conversed 'vith them on the way, their 
visio11 was so 'railed that they did not know him till 
the jot1rney was ended. Tl1en he revealed himself, 
and forth\vitl1 vanished Ollt of their sight. These 
two disciples rett1rned to J er1.1salem, met tl1e others 
there, and rehear~ed their experiences of the day; 
when, lo, Jesus was in the midst of the congregated 
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bar1d. He said to them, Ha11dle me ; a11d he showed 
tl1em his ha11ds and his feet, saying, A spirit hatl1 not 
flesl1 a11d bones, as ~y·e see me l1ave. True, as a spirit, 
a spirit does not have palpable flesh and bones. A11d 
yet modern tests, repeatedly made by hun1a11 senses, 
llave r)roved t11at at times a spirit can so present him­
self in seen~ing flesh and bo11es, tl1at n1an fails bj' I1is 
se11ses to fi11d a11y difference betv,reen permanent and 
extemporized ones. 

Tho1nas \vas abse11t on that occasion, and, lil{e a 
sensible man, could 11ot Lase belief ir1 ti1e existence of 
suci1 a marvel on ti1e bare testimon)r of his frie11ds, 
however sagacious and truthful he migJ:lt deem tl1em. 
He doubtless conceived that those arou11d him were 
decei,red. He 'vot1ld 11ot believe tilll1e could see the 
print of the nails i11 the hands that had been fastened 
to the cross, put his fingers into the holes made by tl1e 
11ails, and thrt1st his hand into tl1e side gashed by tl1e 
spear. A true scientist, Thomas demanded proved 
facts to follilcl his beliefs u.pon. ·· He soo11 had the1n, 
for before many days, 'vhile he and his fello,v-disciples 
were assembled in a room, with the doors shut, Jesus 
suddenl~y· stood before their eyes, and '' said to Thom­
as, Reacl1 hither thy finger, a11d behold my hands; an(l 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into· my side; and 
be not faithless, but believing.'' Thomas exclaimed, 
4d·l\!Iy Lord and 111y God!'' This exclamation vve read 
as an expression of surprise at finding what his breth­
ren had previously been made to believe was justified 
by the facts before him. He had cherished no more 
incredt1lity than a prt1dent man was justified in hold­
ing tlntil proof shot1ld generate faith. The time of 
that came, and I1is spontaneous utterance of surprise 

15 
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was, ''My Lord and my God!'' it is indeed true that 
our master l1as been raised from the dead ! 

After the above Jesus showed l1imself to a number 
of his disciples at the Sea of Tibetias. There he so 
directed the casting of a net, t.hat a large l1aul of large 
fish was taken, and l1e ate of them 'vith his friends. 
Angels ate, or seemed to, with Abraham and Lot, as 
011e did with Tobias also; and Jesus may have ap­
peared to eat with his disciples. 

pARTING COl\fl\IISSION. 

John xx., lVIark xvi. vVhe11 the hotlr for his fi1tal 
" ritl1drawal from their external vision was nearly 
reached, Jesus ''breathed o-r~ his chosen apostles or 
missio11aries, and saicl unto them, Receive ye the 
Hol}T Ghost." Tl1is process of breathing out the Holy 
Ghost very distinctly indicates tl1at it was some aura, 
such as "\"VOtlld mi11gle with the breath, and tl1rough 
that be infusecl i11to tl1ose on 'vhom it should fall. 
And wl1at efficacy wot1ld attend its possession? After 
it l1ad been pourecl over them, and imbibed by them, 
they would have power to remit sins or not, at their 
option; for tl1e Master then said, '' vVhosesoever sins 
ye remit, they are remittecl unto them; and whose­
soever sins ye retai11, they are retained.'' Stich would 
be its efficacy according to the conceptions of J ol1n ; 
wl1ile lVIark reports the parti11g declarations more ex­
plicitly in the following language: ''Go ye into all the 

.... 

world, and pr-eacll tl1e gospel to every creature .... 
And .these signs -shall follo\v them tl1at believe,''- i. e., 
those amo11g you who shall be mediumistic, who shall 
be free recipients of spirit auras : "In m3r na1ne sl1all 
they cast 011t devils; they shall speak with new tongt1es; 
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they sl1all talre up serpents; and if they drinlr any 
deadly tl1ing, it sl1all 110t hurt them; they sl1all lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.'' 

Yes, rnost clearly the special bel-ief V\7hich l1e tl1en 
enjoined, and whicl1 \VOtlld be efficacious in promoting 
the good \vbich Jesus mainly sought to have vvrought 
out upon n1an, involved the equivalent of s11ch me­
diumistic states or properties as \Vould be attenclecl by 
such marvelollS sig11~ as the casting out of clevils, 
speaki11g in languages they had not learnecl, and heal­
ing the siclr throt1gh imposition of hands. The lan­
guage of the Bible nowhere teaches anything rnore 
clea1~zy than that th,e faith which he desirecl his apos­
tles to possess ancl apply, was identical in natt1re 'vith 
the motive a11cl operating powers in modern spirit Ine­
ditlms, and therefore widely di·verse from the faith 
most commonly cherisl1ed and co1n1nended in Chris­
t ian churcl1es. Judged by the standard here furnished 
by tl1e founder of Christianity, tl1e medit1ms among us 
are much nearer in e11dowments, i11 faitl1, in belief, to . ..... 

those apostles i11to \Vhom he breathed tl1e IIoly Gl}ost, 
tl1an are the mass of those 'vho teach in Christian pul­
pits, or th~se of the laity \Vho aclhere closely to the 
CTeeds a11d tlsag,es of the cht1rches. If any portio11 of 
the commt111ity is now e1ni11ently Gltristian, -that is, 
is seeking n1ore earnestly than others, b3r the exercise 
of st1ch gifts as Jesus bestowed upon his immediate 

• 

followers, to effect the forgiveness or remission of such 
sins as l1e speciall:y ... sought to remove, a11d by st1cl1 11ro­
cesses as he ado1Jted and comn1ended, tl1at is, by cast­
i11g out demons, healing cliseases, and 'vorking signs 
and 'vo11ders in attestation to tl1eir bei11g aided by 
super-n1undane povver8,-it surely is tl1e Spirit·aalists. 
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The closest living imitators of J est1s, in both the ob-
ject ar1d processes of beneficent labors, are tl1ose who 
seek and obtain aiel from fi11ite supernal i11telligences, 
and go about alleviating tl1e distresses of tl1eir fellow­
beings by processes 'vl1ich i11volve supernal aid. 

All st1ch signH and \vonders as would attend upo11 
those apostles who were breatl1ed upo11 a11d commis­
sioned, as above, do at t.i1nes attend upon soine nle­
ditlms to-day, unless we make tl1e re1nission of sins an 
exceptio11. But a11 honest exception of tl1at is cle­
barred. For the position taken by Jesus on anotl1er 
occasion,- ·viz., tl1at to say to a bedridden, palsied 
man, '' Tl1y sins be forgiven tl1ee," ancl to say to l1im, 
"Talre tlp tl1y l1ed, and wallr,'' 1nea11t tl1e same tl1ing, 
- tl1at position, coupled 'vitl1 tl1e clear indication tl1at 
l1e here malres the remission of sins and tl1e healing 
of cliseases identical acts, sl1ows too distinctly for any 
dot1bt to exist that Jesus sometimes made clisease and 
~in synony1nous terms. 

I11 adclition to, a11d in con11ection witl1, the above 
namecl works, tl1ose apostles were to preacl1 the Gos­
pel, ancl call men to repentance. The preacl1ing and 
calling, 1noclern 1ni11isters attempt to perform; blit 
tl1e~y generally lac.lr the Sllccess wl1icl1 tl1e genuine 
sig1ts of commission from Jesus, confirmatory of. a call­
ing from on l1igh, or i11dicative of l1elp from on high, 
wo11ld natt1rally l)rocure. Incidentally most mediums 
preach g .. ood news, preacl1 gospel, ancl they call ma11}r 
to repent of, a11d turn away from, immoral ancl i11- _ 
jurious l1abits. Some of tl1em devoutly and exten­
sively enunciate important moral and religious teacll­
ings. Practically, however, an U11desirable division 
of the prescribed apostolic labors exists. The clergy, 
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to great extent, trudge on and sweat tlnaided by the 
strengthening signs, while sign-workers extensively 
omit direct verbal promulgation of either much gos­
pel or many calls to repentance. The faitl1 shown by 
ttoorks is more beneficent than that manifested by 
speech alone, but the two 1nodes of manifestation, 
when combined, are more efficient than either alone. 
None other than vision which is distorted by precon­
ceived opinions can fail to see tl1at mediums for spirit 
operations upon diseased man are more productiv·e of 
8uch beneficence as J est1s, when giving his farewell 
i11structions, specially desired to promote, than tl1e 
Christian clergy are. Disciples and lovers of Jesus 
will find l1is closest jmitators and truest · expounders 
among those upon whom the Holy Ghost-pure spirit 
aura-is poured out at the present day, and whose 
labors are approved by many ''signs and wonders fol­
lowing.'' 

AscENSION. 

Luke xxiv. At Betha11y l1e lifted his hands, and 
blessed 4is disciples, .. : and while blessing them, he 

• 
was carried tlp into heaven. Marvelous was his en-
trance among men, marvelous his work on earth, 
and marvelous his exit. 

CONCLUSION. 

IN one very significant respect J est1s differed from 
any other worker of Bible marvels. Avowedly, The 
Lorrl, or God, or The Word of The Lord, or an angel of 
The Lord, or an angel of God, appeared to, or called 
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to, the prophet, clirecting him to say or do . tht1s a.nu 
so. And ,~vhen about to perform so1ne migl1ty work, 
he was accustomed to make open appeal to some God· 
for l1elp. Tl1e evidence in some cases is clear, and in 
some others the inference seems 11ecessary, tl1at the 
prophets themselves apprehended that tl1eir controlling 
God was limited in -l1is habitation, and unstable i11 l1is 
purposes, and therefore not superior i11 ·nature to the 
godlike angel whom John conceived to be the Infi11ite 
God himself. The apostles in like ciTcumsta11ces gei1-
erally, or at least very frequently, made an open call 
i11 tl1e 11ame of their Lord Jesus, as l1e, before l1is as­
cension, l1ad directed them to clo w he11ever tl1ey shot1ld 
clesire special gifts or helps. TI1~ conclt1sions recorded 
in this \Vork inclicate our O\Vn l)erception tl1at propll­
ets anLl apostles~some of them consciousi:r, others 
perhaps not so- adclressed and Tecei ved responses 
from so1ne intermediates between tl1emselves and J e­
hovah, our Fatl1er, tl1e Infinite One, the Ultimate 
Giver of All tl1i11gs. The i1n1nediate commur1icators 

• 
to the1n, lil{e John's angel, were fi11ite, and \vere at 
the same ti1ne recipients from i11telligei1ces above, and 
in1parters to ii1telligences below tl1emselves. 

Our FATHER, the father of every l1uman being, 
OuR Father, 'vas tl1e term by \Vhicl1 J estlS designated 
his object of adoration, designated that spirit \Vl1ose 
acceptable worsl1ip must be Sl)iritual a.nd true. He 
ga\re a definite appellative to ti1e Unl{r1own God of 
Athens, '~whose offspring we are, and in whom \Ve 
live, and 1nove, and have our being.'' OuR FATHER 

is his name. A vaster, wiser, a n1ore broadly philan­
tllropic and loving, a more stable and unchangi11g 
source of life and force "ras embraced in the compre-
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hension of Jesus than in that of the older Jewish 
teachers. Thougl1 l1is God and their God may be 
deemed one and the same i11 this respect, 'riz., that 
each 'voTshiped the highest that his powers and con­
ditions possibly permitted, still the powers and condi­
tions w ... ere so varied tl1at many different Gods 'vere 
worsl1iped by the different J ev·visl1 workers of marvels 
and recorders of tl1e Scripture~. The Father of J estls 
wa.s to be 'vorshiped neither in Jerusalem nor 011 a 
mot111.tain n·ear S~ychar exclusively, but every,vhere, 
and. by ~11, becat1se he was, and is, an all-pervading 
Spirit, g~eatly in advance of, superior to, and more 
impartial than, any object of worship ever steadily 
held in the conceptions of an Israelite before the day 
of Jesus. 

We do not fi11d Jesus -openly a11d audibly prayi11g 
to any one for help wl1en about to perfor1n a marvel­
ous \York. In tl1is respect he differed very wiclely 
from botl1 prophets and apostles- so vvidely as to indi­
cate that hi~ relations to the 8pi1~it of tile Universe 
were peculiar, so widely that he ·constitutes a distinct 
class ~mong Bible marvel worlrers. Tl1is is the sig­
nificant point in his character .or habits referrecl to in 
the opening se11tence of this chapter. But it by no 
means follows from this tl1at he did not pra}r to the 
Father 'vho hears in secret antl re,vards openly. ·rn­
deecl, he gave distinct intimation tl1at st1ch was l1is 
habit; for, near the gra\re of Lazarus, he not onl3r felt 
conscious tl1at he l1ad bee11 heard on that occasion, 
and furnisl1ed in advance 'vith power adequate to 
awake11 tl1e dee1)., the very deep sleeper at his side, 
btlt also tl1at his prayers were always heard. After 
the stone l1ad be,en removed from the mouth of the 
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cave, and before he called up the sleeper, he ''lifted 
up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard Ine ''-an inflliX of power l1e had already 
perceived. He then continued, ''I kne\v that tl1ou 
hearest me al\vays,'' implying that it was his custom 
to pray for, and thereby to receive, help. He adcls, 
'' Because of the people wl1ich stand by, I said it, tl1at 
they ma)r beli~ve that thou hast sent ·me.'' Tl1us 
clearly he has made knO\Vll tollS his dependeiiCe llpon, 
and his habit of seeking aid from, some higher intel-
ligence. \ 

In 'vhat modes, or through what agencies or agents, 
did occasional and extraordinary hell)S come to- him ? 
He \Vas generally unostentatious ancl quite reticent 
abo11t matters pertaining to 11i111self. Only by his dis­
tinct avowal of the fact clid the standers arou11d the 
grave of Lazarus k110\v that he had prayed, and learn 
that he sougl1t aid from one above, and only indirect­
ly does he indicate that special individual helpers may 
have attendecl him upon call. In an interrogative 
and very strong mode of assertion, he saicl to a11 

attendant i11 an hour of turbt1le11Ce and danger, 
'' TI1inl{est tl1ot1 not tl1at I · can 11ow pray to .my 
Fatl1er, a11d he vvill prese11tly send me more tha11 
twelve legions of angels?'' Obviously hosts of an­
gels or spirits wot1ld tl1rong around him at his earnest 
wish or silent prayer; and as some moclern mediums fre-, 
qtlently sense i11tl1itively the amount of force i11flo':ved 
into them by spirits, ancl also similarly sense tl1e quan­
tum a11d qt1ality .neeclful to tl1e acco1nplishment ~ of a 
definite work on l1and, i11 a lil<:e ma11ner Jesus may 
l1ave become conscious that l1e \Vas already made able 
to call Lazarus forth, and therefore gave thanks for 

I 
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the special power to do it, e\ren before he had tested 
its Sllfficiency. Thus light enough gleams forth to 
show that he n1ay have been helped by finite spirits, 
though he probably was ge11erally, if not always, a 
coi1scious director of \V l1atever force went out through 
his system. 

So far as the records indicate, Jesus was seldon1, if 
ever, used by any finite intelligence above, as simply 
an organ of communication 'vith, or of actio11 upon, 
this material world, or its visible occupants. He 'vas 
not, in the ust1al acceptation of that term, a spirit 
rnedium, was not a mere instrument used by other 
hancls, but generally appropriated, and adopted as his 
own, 'vhatever was given fortl~ througl1 hitn. His 
marked attributes were those of a very clear SEER and 
sensitive FEELER, rendering him habitually cognizant 
of forces, states, cat1ses, and oncon1ing events, occlllt 
to outward se11se, so that he needed not that any finite 
sl1ould testify to him concerning any n1an, co11cerning 
principles or facts known a1nong men, or help l1im to 
kno\vledge of forces or agents lyi11g about him i11 the 
11nsee11. His spiritual perceptions constantly made him 
familiar \Vith agents, facts, a11d forces there, and these 
,v·ere at l1is ready command by virtue of the excell~nces 
of l1is l1allowed natal constitution a11d temperaments, 
'\Vl1icl1 enabled him to · live simt1ltaneously and con­
sciously i11 both the inner and tl1e outer worlds, in the 
spiritual a11d material, and to avail l1imself at will of 
spiritt1al forces a11d allies. Those two 'vorlds are 
partly identical in location ; the spiritual pervades the 
material, so that any man needs only uni1npeded scope 
to his in11er faculties, for sensing in at a breath much 
kno\vledge of, and for acquiring much power over, 
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many spiritual beings and things wl1ich lie just ottt 
of, just above, or just below the cognizance of l1u1nan 
senses and the grasp of external reason. The deatl1 
of the body will give tl1is free scope to every i11ner 

( 

man. Some inner organisms possess it 'vhile tl1e outer 
form still lives. The instructive language which Ba­
laam applied to himself, Numb: xxiv. 16, may be ap­
plicable to J esllS. He spol{e as one who '' l1eard tl1e 
'vords of God, and kne'v tl1e }{rlowledge of the 1\tiost 
Higl1; who saw tl1e visio11 of tl1e Almighty falling 
into a trance, but having l1is eyes open.'' 

Thougl1 tl1e 1)0\Vers a11d processes of Jesus thus dif­
fered from those coinnlOll with IJrophets a11d apostles, 
ancl tl1ot1gl1 his k11o,vledge 'vas often i1nbibed directly 
in spirit realms, his case, as to kinds of processes, is 
11ot 'vithout .. proximate parallels nO\V transpiring·. 
011e of tl1e most voluiniilOllS autl1ors of the last 
twent~y-five years possesses an organi8m 'vhicl1 lets 
his i11ner perceptives 'vorlr in a sin1ilar 'vay. He is 
11ot 11sed ll}7 S}Jirits n1ec l1anically, thougl1 l1e l1as ofte11 
seen and conversed 'vith tl1em, a11d sometin1es report-, 
ed tl1eir sa}~ings a1icl cloings. They clo 11ot entrance 
l1i1n to unco11sciot1sness, or to the deacleni11g or be-
11tlll1bing of l1is fact1lties; do not Inal\:e l1im per force 
tl1eir mouthpiece ; do not mal{e him tl1eir tool in any 
way. lie seems to be a self-possessed spirit among 
spirits. His mind at times drinl{s ir1 l{Ilo,vledg'e of 
itself at the same fou11tain 'vl1ere disembodied spirits 
obtain their supplies, and cloes it by their expedi­
tiotls processes of sensing: as do 1nany otl1ers now. 

Tl1is moder11 seer 'vas not, in l1is earlier years, tl1us 
spiritually clairvoya11t and absorbent. Mesmerisn1 ,,ras 
applied to l1im in l1is youth, a11d, when entra11ced by 

, 
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that l)rocess, spirits may have spoken, and cured dis­
eases tl1rot1gh hi1n. Afterward, however, l1is spirit­
ual senses became so emancipated that l1is inner man 
could at times roam freely and safely in spirit l'ealms 
'vithout known guide or helper. Though his form 
was the i11strt1ment of many marvelotls cures in his 
yot1tl1, and u11der mesmeric influence, yet such mar­
vels have seldom, if ever, attended upon him as a 
teacl1er. I~1 that respect l1e differs \videly from Jesus. 
The processes of acquisitio11 'vith tl1e two have strong 
appare11t resemblances. But tl1e 'vords of one were 
confirmed by long-contint1ed successions of most mar­
velous works, while tl1ose of tl1e other rest on their 
intrinsic merits. 

What the nature of J eslls in its fl1llness was, or 
what l1is cloctri11es were, does not l~gitimately come 
up for co11sideration in this 'vorl\:. 1"'he Author's vie,vs 
Ul)On tl1ose subjects l1ave been neither obtr11ded nor 
suppressed intentionally. He l1as been looking at 
JesllS sim}Jly as a man, arour1d 'vhom and by whom 
many n1ighty "rorks were performed. Btlt \Vl1ile 
cloing tl1is, his opinio11s ~1ay l1ave been, and no clot1bt 
'vere, often co1ni11g into vie,v. \Vhether his vie,vs of 
tl1e n~an, if sound, will · strengthen, or vvhether they 
will \veaken, the foundations of faith that an i11finite 
being was joined with the ht1man Jesus, so as to con­
stitute but one person, a11d that one tl1e infinite God, 
l1as in no instance l)een raised in his 1nincl. Possibly 
one who believes that Jesus was God a11d man con-
joi11ed in some unprecede11ted manner ma}r be able to 
receive and adopt witl1ot1t coi1flict all tl1at has been · 
here said. The object in vie'v has been to present 
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mainly physical and anthropological points, regardless 
of considerations, either moral, religious, or tl1eo­
logical. 

'V e l1ave been looking at very many marvelous 
manifestations and acts attending the birth, life, cleath, 
and restlrrection of one of the 1nost remarkable ancl 
noteworthy personages that ever wore the human 
form, one \Vho made broad and deep impress _upon 
nations and ages, w l1o is worthy of profound rever­
ence and welling gratitude, one who is godlike enoug~h 
to constitute as fair and full an embodiment of the 
adorable attributes of The Infinite and Holy One as 
any finite of whon1 we have knowledge, nearly as fair 
and full as man can embrace in_ 1nental conception, 
and in whose name, tl1erefore, or by whose invoked 
aid, we may \visely seelr for our nearest possible ac .. 
cess to Him who is dwelling in the ''light wl1ich no 
man can approach unto, \vhom no man hath seen, nor 
can see." .. 

\V e can and do offer our prayers, put up our l)eti­
tions, as tl1e apostles clid, i~n. the name of Jesus Christ, 
deeming him the wis~st a11d most efficient helper God­
ward, ana the most affluent- dispenser of heavenly 
gifts of any created, being within our knowledge. 

The child of Mary came into life p11rsuant to pre­
arrangements made in spirit realms for his conception 
and traini11g under more spirit11alized conditions than 
ordinary. His constitution was healthful and well 
balanced, harmo11ious, and yet intensely impressible. 
Mediumistic from birth, ~o doubt good spirits, visible, 
at1dible, and tangible by hin1, were his playmates, 
companions, teacl1ers, and guardians, continuously 
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from his infancy up to l1is asce11sion. vVe say no 
doubt of tl1is, because many cl1ildren l1ave their in11er 
senses so contlitioned that tl1e3r often see, play \vith, 
and co11verse 'vitl1 botl1 i11fant and adult spirits ; most 
of tl1ose \Vl1o were thus favored in times l)ast con­
tintled to hold s~1ch intercollrse occasionally 'vl1ile 
gro,ving lip ar1d in their n1aturity. lVIost n1editrms 
speak of havi11g seen a11d heard Sl)irits as far back in 
their lives as tl1ey have remembrance of anytl1ing. 

Presun1ably tl1e qualities, proportions, and combina­
tioi1S of tl1e constituent eletnents of Jesus furnished 
the constitt1tion and temperaments 'vhich admitted 
free and strong alliance bet'vee11 him a11~ spirits and 
spirit forces. High, pure, and po,verful spirits \Vere 
his associates a11d l1elpers, wl1ile lo'v spirits and spirit 
forces were subject to his 'vill. 

Endowed 'vitl1 strongest possible spiritual affinities 
"vith, a11d aided by such helpers, and reli~nt on his 
Fatl1er, Jesus walked the earth, locally, sovereig11 over 
men, demons, diseases, and the elements. Tl1us sup­
ported, a11d also permeated with reverence to,vard 
God and love to\vard man, he used his migl1ty po,vers 
in doing good, i11 relieving afflicted, and in teacl1ing 
bei1igl1tecl n1an. A glorious exemplar, a11 efficient 
helper, both 'vhile on earth and no'v in heaven. 
Love, 'visdom, and power, put forth for man's re­
clernption from sufferings and sins, constituted Jesus 
of Nazareth an illustrious Son of God, a true child 
of purest spirit atlras, or of the Holy Ghost. 
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ON a well-remembered day, about forty-five years 
ago, wl1e11 alone in his natal chamber, baffled a11d 
anguished by prolonged effC?rts t~ satisfy his mind as 
to tl1e authority of the Bible,- what is taught, and 
what was true,- the writer sent heavenward a cleep 
and ear11est aspiration, that he might be, as he tl1e11 
supposecl many an one of old had been, a witness of 
such marvelous ''signs and wonders" as shoulcl g·ive 
u11q tlestionable allthority to the 'vords of 'vhoever 
should be empowered to do such '' migl1ty works." 
Tho11gl1 then l1oldir1g the prevalent belief that tl1e day 
for sucl1 marvels was forever passed,- and logically, 
tl1erefore, his prayer would be in vain,- something 
still protnpted him to vow, a11d he did most reverent­
ly vow, that if he should ever witness 'vonders like 
those of old., l1e wot1ld give heed to deeds and words 
from the marvel workers, and \vould be a faitl1ful and 
true witness and testifier to what he should see and 
hear. 

Twenty years and more elapsed, and then moclern 
signs and wonders came. The vow was still clearly 
leg'ible on memory·'s record. Tl1erefore dt1t3r- d11ty 
of tile nighest class -called· him to look and listen 
- called him to ascertain ho"\v far Heaven 'vas re­
sponcling to his former aspirations. 

Study of the phenomena of Spiritualism has now_, 
for t'venty years, been with _ hi1n a religious work­
been the performance of the vow to the Great Autl1or 
of all Truth. The vow reqt1ired him to begin, ancl 
the \York's own compensatory and cheering re·veal­
ments hold him to a continuan_ce of investigation. 
011e motive to this publication springs from that VO\V, 

and is felt to be pious and philanthropic. 
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Purposing to view the Bible in the same spirit in 
w hicl1 l1e 'vot1ld read and comment upo11 C0111IDOI1 

literature ancl science, l1e cliscardecl tl1e tone ancl style 
of special reverence, and aclopted more blt1ntness 
than is com111011 with hi1n. I11 truth, l1e felt it clesira­
ble, because it might further the accomplisl1ment of 
good, to give shocl{s t.l1at might break the crusts of 
st1perstition 'vl1ich encase many minds- desirable to 
\VOtlnd, tl1at he might l1eal. 

I-Io\vever much bil>lical at1thors, personages, and 
events may appear to be metamorphosed by his pe11, 
any seeming tra-vesty of tl1em is not burlesque- no, 
not tl1at; for l1e has made a11 honest and benevolent 
effort to present scripture personages and events in 
their true cl1aracters, ancl show them to be 'vorthy 
the attention and esteem of a philosophical ancl scrtl­
tinizing age. 

To accomplisl1 most successft1lly w l1at he desires, 
it may be needful to grieve relatives, fr"iends, and 
ma11y others. He saJ'S to them kirl(lly, btlt distinctly 
ancl firmly, that \rery many, tl1at most of those 'v l1on1 
he shall grieve, are idolaters; uncoilsciously so, but 
:y·et, in truth, idolaters.; for they con\rert a boolc into 
an iclol, or tnore correctly·, perhaps, i11 to a feticl1 ; that 
is, they vvorsl1ip an object that l1as no life. The 
writer l1imself tlnC011S.ciotlsly did this througl1 many 
long years, and now l{nows that sttch a si11 of i;;Iio­
rance vvas all the '\Vhile restraining his mental and 
spiritt1al fact1ities from st1ch freedom as is essential to 
best tlnfolding in gooclness. Sucl1 cramping iclolatry 
is very commo11 and very benighti11g among (levout 
readers ancl conscientious reverencers of tl1e Bible. 
Tl1at book in itself, and when conceivecl to Le \vhat in 
the precedi11g pages it has been showing itself to be, 
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is a goocl and useful book. But when it is deemed 
to be, and is appealed to as, an infallible guide, it 
becomes a fetich, and is baneful in some of its in­
fiue11ces. It was, in part, given mediately by inspira­
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, and for instruction i11 righteousness. 
Very much of it, vie,ved as sin1ply an ho11est record 
of what its authors understood to be sayings and 
c1oings piompted by supernal. intelligences are emi­
ne11tly instructi,,.e and helpful to tl1e soul. 

rfl1e long-contint1ed, and still widely preva.lent New 
England belief that our received English Bible is, in 
all its parts, the Word of God, and his only revealed 
'vord, has in the preceding pages been left UI1qtles­
tioned. Each and every story or narrative the book 
contains has been tacitly allowed to be exactly true._ 
The author placed himself on that platform, and 
there, standing by the side of the average reader of 
English, saw the Marvel 'Vorkers as he has described 
them above : be wrote for tl1e mass of Bible readers, 
a11d i11 a way \vhich tl1ey can understand and verify. 

Hope is cherished that this publication, 'thotlgh 
dealing only with well-kno\v,n personages and eve11ts, 
may prove instructive and explal).atory of the exact 
'' \vays of God to man ; " also, that it may be _the 
means of convincing many a timid, forlorn, and tllirst­
ing soul that the Bible permits and even invites SllCh 

sufferers to '' try the spirits ; " should they do tl1is, 
and turn from the low, and hold fast to the godly, 
they may safely drinlr freely at existing and accessi­
ble fountains, where .loved ones and good, who have 
gone on before, J ... earn to outflow sweet waters of 
affection and wisdom, for the solace and insti--uction 
of those whom they have left behind. 

--
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