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' PREFACE.

I  h a v e  been asked by m any persons to  explain how these three Lectures have 
been given; to  me, a n i l  w ill do so as briefly as possible. They a re  communicated 
by a  spirit taking possession of a  hum an medium. The face of th a t human being 
is transfigured for the  tim e being, and th e  magnetic light plays about her head. 
Not a  word is spoken by the  spirit during  the tim e I  am  writing. T he ideas are 
communicated magnetically, by  the laying of the spirit’s hand upon m y own bead ; 
m y own brain and hand being passive instrum ents as i t  were. W hen I  commence 
a  lecture I  do not know w hat the subject will be, and when I  h a re  finished one 
sentence, I  am ignorant as to  the  nature and construction of the  n e x t ; bu t all is 
consecutive and coherent, without a  correction o r erasure. Sometimes I  stop short 
ln ,th e  middle q f a,sentence, aod then. I; look- for a  few seconds a t the  eyes of the  
spirit; when-the current of- ideorantL  words, immediately :re3ttiB£a.its spontaneous 
flow. I  have laid m y watch upon the  table and tim ed myself, and have found th a t 
I  w rite iii ab o u t one-third of the tiroa  w hich I  should: occnpy in  com poeingalecture 
of m y own. These phenomena have occurred in  the presence of a  dozen people, 
each of whom writes also under th e  spiritual influence. A fter I  have finished, the 
spirit enters into conversation w ith me upon the  topics arising out of the  lecture ; 
explaining th a t the  m agnetic fire communicated through him is  identical in its 
na tu re  and influence w ith the  tongues o f f i r e  seen by the  Apostles on the Day of 
Pentecost, and th a t the w ork of the spirits on earth—acting through human 
agencies—is to bring mankind back to  a  knowledge of, the One T ruiiG od ; to  rescue 
them  from th e  thraldom of theological superstition and debasing p r ie s tc ra f t; and to 
prepare for the ingathering of our own branch of the  hum an race—which they 
describe as the Fourth  of th e  Seven Churches.



L E C T U R E

SPIRITOAL COMMUNICATION, INSPIRATION,' 
OR IMPRESSION,

D E L IV E R E D  B Y  JA M E S  S M IT H , E sq ., O F  M E L B O U R N E , I N  T H E  M A S O N IC  H A L L , 

D U N E D IN , O N  S U N D A ^ f Z S S T A p i t i l ^ r a .

T h e  e rasin g  fo r  oom m unlon w ith  th e  sp irit-  
w orld , w hile  i t  is  a  testim ony  to  th e  im m ortality  
o f th e  soul, since m ere  m a tte r  cannot be a ttra c ted  
tow ards o r b y  w h a t is im m ateria l, is also one of 
th e  deepest a n d  s trongest in s tinc ts  a n d  desires 
of o u r n a tu re . I t  is a n  evidence of th e  em anci
pa tio n —to  som e ex ten t—o f w h a t is sp iritu a l 
w ith in  us, from  th e  tram m els  of anim alism . 
B u t  w e m u s t be  ex trem ely  carefu l how  w e en 
deavour to  ju s tify  th is  craving . In d u lg ed  in , ac
cording to  som e m ethods, itm e re ly  gratifies a n  idle 
curiosity , i t  brings ab o u t u s undeveloped sp irits , 
w ith  sen tim en ts  an d  sym pathies w hich  a re  s till 
d irec ted  to  th e  e a r th  th e y  h ave  q u itte d  and  
a b o u t w hose precincts  th e y  a re  s till hovering , 
a n d  i t  sub jec ts  U3 to  be  m isled, deceived, a n d  in  
som e instances m en ta lly  destroyed.

S p ir itu a l com m union is governed b y  Im m ut
ab le  law , lik e  a ll  th e  processes of n a tu re , and  
obedience to  th a t  law  is essential fo r  th e  safe 
an d  sa lu ta ry  e n joym en t o f t h a t  in te rcou rse  fo r 
w hich  so m any  hum an  beings in s tinctively  y earn . 
T here  is  no  such  th in g  as a  su p ern a tu ra l pheno
m enon in  th e  universe. W h a tev e r w e c all by  

w nam e is  a  n a tu ra l circum stance uncom pre
hended  by  u s. S uperna tu ra lism  is a  ph rase  w hich 
o u g h t the re fo re  to  b e  d iscarded from  o u r 
d ic tionaries. S p ir itu a l com m union is one o f  th e  
n a tu ra l fac ts  of th e  w orld . I t  has e x isted  from  
th e  beginning  of tim e  u p o n  th is  o u r e a r th , a n d  i t  
w ill con tinue to  ex ist u n t i l  o u r globe h a s  fu l
filled  i ts  a p po in ted  w ork . Sacred  a n d  profane 
lite ra tu re  is  fu ll o f  testim onies to  th e  t r u t h  an d  
ac tu a lity  o f th is  com m union ; an d  a ll  th e  re 
ligions o f civilised m an k in d  repose upon  a  
sp iritu a l basis. T ake  aw ay  th is  an d  th ey  
crum ble  to  p ie c e s ; 63 every th ing  t h a t  is h u m an  
an d  m a te ria l w ill necessarily  do, in  v ir tu e  of th e  
law  o f i ts  being. B u t t b s  records a n d  t i e  pro-

(xSpKSBSfflUcSJBf-HlI th e se  re lig ions b e in g  largely  
iu lte ra ted  an d  co n tam inated  b y  h u m a n  e rro r , 

a n d  w h a t is  h isto rica l in  th e m  h av in g  re ference  
m ere ly  to  b u t  a  sm all frag m en t of o u r  race , a n d  
to  a  l im ited  period  in  i ts  an nals, m an k in d  
gone a s tray  w ith  re sp ec t to  i ts  app rehension  o f 
sp iritu a l tru th s .

W e  m u s t go to  th e  v e ry  fo u n d a tio n  o f th in g s  
in  o rd e r to  ge t a t  th e  t r u t h  o f  sp ir itu a l in te r 
course, and  to  exp la in  th e  b eau tifu l an d  w onder
fu l  g rada tions o f inte lligence a n d  ru le  b y  w h ich  
o u r w orld  is  governed. W e  m u s t u n d e rs ta n d -  
th a t  th e  h u m an  raco  m ade  its  appearance  u p o n  
th e  e a r th  ten s  o f thousands o f years  before  t h e  
d a te  assigned to  th e  c rea tio n  o f th e  w orld  in  th e  
M osaic Cosmogony. W e  m ay  b e  said , indeed, to  
be long  to  th e  m idd le  ages of th e  h is to ry  o f m an
k ind . T h e re  h ave  been  th re e  g re a t inga therings  
o f th e  h u m a n  ra c e —spoken o f  in  th e  v ision o f  
J o h n  a s  churches—a t  in te rv a ls  o f m any  th o u 
san d  years  ;  a n d  som e id ea  m ay  b e  fo rm ed  
of th e  incorrectness o f o u r  system s o f c h ro 
nology from  th o  fa c t th a t  t h e  in g a th e rin g  o f 
th e  T h ird  C hurch  occurred  a t  a  period  con
siderab ly  a n te rio r to  th e  bondage o f  th e  ch ild ren  
o f Is ra e l in  E g y p t. T h e  tim e  h a s  a rriv ed  a t  
w hich  th e  w ork  o f g a th e rin g  in  th e  F o u r th  
C hurch  h a s  been  com m enced, a n d  a lth o u g h  a  
th o u san d  years m ay  p robab ly  e lapse before th o  
w ork  is  perfected , i t  is  s tead ily  proceeding, a n d  
w ill ev en tu a te  in  th e  estab lish m en t o f such  a  
sp iritu a l c iv ilization o f th e  globe—a n d  o f such  a  
co n fra te rn ity  o f th e  sp iritu a lly  m in d ed  in  a ll  
countries, as  h a s  n o t b een  w itnessed  since th o  
consum m ation a n d  fu lfilm en t o f th e  l i t  C h u rch .

O u tside  o f th is  e a r th  a re  a  n u m b e r o f spheres, 
co n stitu tin g  w ith  o u r  own—w hich  is  th e  b ir th  
sp h ere—seven. O u rs  is th e  f i r s t ; in  th e  second 
ab ide aU those sp irits  who h ave  q u itte d  th e  e a r th



d u rin g  th e  la s t six  th o u san d  years. I n  th e  
sphere  above th ese  dw ell th e  advanced sp irits  
w ho  belonged to  th e  T h ird  C h u rc h ; and  in  th e  
h ighest sphere  of a ll, abide th e  s t i l l  m ore g lo ri
fied  sp irits , w ho ascend th i th e r  b y  due g radation  
from  th e  Second C hurch . I t  is  th e ir  office 
a n d  p rivilege to  in s tru c t th e  angels o f th e  T h ird  
C h u rc h ; w hile  th e y  in  lik e  m anner a re  th e  
teachers  o f th e  undeveloped  a n d  progressive 
>epirit3 in  the. second sphere, as  w e ll as  o f o u r
selves u n d e r certa in  conditions. A ll know ledge 
th a t  contains w ith in  itse lf  a n  e lem en t o f v a lue  
an d  d u rab ility , a ll  insp ired  lite ra tu re , a ll  g re a t 
inven tions, a ll  orig inal though ts , a n d  a ll  p u re  
a n d  n ob le  aspirations com e to  m an k in d  th ro u g h  
th ese  channels from  th e  M ost H igh . W h a t  
w e  call genius is  H is h o ly  g ift, a n d  
th e  h u m an  being  is  a lm ost as  incapable  
o f  o rig inating  a n y th in g  as th e  low er anim als. 
M an—although  unconsciously so to  h im self—is 
lin k e d  b y  th is  chain  o f in te lligences w ith  th e  
A u th o r  o f all being , a n d  w ith  th e  Source of a ll 
know ledge. F ro m  th e  m om en t o f h is  b ir th , 
gua rd ian  angels a re  assigned to  h im , a n d  if in  in 
fancy  h e  receives a  n a tu ra l  tra in in g , an d  if  h is  
a f te r  life be  p u re  an d  n a tu ra l likew ise, those  a n 
gels can con tinue to  a c t upon h im  im pressionally , 
an d  prom ote h is  tem p o ra l happ iness h e re  a n d  h is  
sp iritu a l progression h e reafte r.

M an  being  th u s  re la te d  to  th e  angels, th e ir  
w atchfu lness over h im  is incessant, an d  th e ir  in 
fluence upon  h im  fo r  good w ou ld  be  g rea t, 
a n d  n o  less unceasing, were i t  n o t, as  I  have 
said , th a t  h e  alienates th em  from  h is  side, an d  
vio lates b y  disobedience th e  la w  o f h is  being. 
T h is law  is harm ony  a n d  happiness, and  its  first 
transgression , in  th e  case of m ost o f u s , springs 
from  o u r g e tting  ou tside  of o u r  ind iv idual 
Bpheres. E v ery  person  in  th e  w orld  has h is  a p 
po in ted  place in  i t ,  d e te rm in ed  by  th e  n a tu re  of 
h is  facu ltie s  and  b y  th e  specific b e n t o f hia 
genius. Occupying these , th e  w hole fam ily  of 
m an  w ould  be  aa one bro therhood . E ach  u n it  
of u s  belongs as m uch  to  a  fixed o rd e r of th in g s  
as  th e  in fin ite  varie ties  of an im al a n d  vegetable 
life  below  u s  f it in to  th e ir  proper, p laces, an d  a c t 
an d  m ove to  one consentaneous purpose. B e
tw een  each  h um an  b e ing  a n d  every  o th e r  h um an  
b e ing  th e re  a re  th e  sam e differences as  betw een
■ th e  qu ad ru p ed  an d  th e  b ird , a n d  th e  b ird  and  
th e  fish. N o t on ly  so, b u t  a s  th e re  a re  innum e
ra b le  species of th e  b ird  tribes, so th e re  a re  
equally  innum erab le  varie ties  of th e  m an  tr ib e  ;  
an d  i t  is  ju s t  as erroneous, ju s t  a s  m u ch  a n  in 
frin g em en t o f th e  law , a n d  ju s t  a s  m u ch  a  source 
o f  p a in  an d  p e rp lex ity  fo r  one h u m a n  being  to  
s tep  o u t o f h is  sphere, as  i t  w ould  be  fo r  a  w olf to  
a d o p t th e  plum age o f th e  peacock, o r  fo r an  
eagle to  c lo the  h im self in  th e  sk in  o f th e  tiger. 
M ost o f th e  crim e a n d  confusion w hich  p reva il 
in  th e  world,"and n o  sm all p a r t  o f i ts  vice an d  
disease, a re  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  th is  v e ry  aberra tion  
o f  h u m an  beings from  th e ir  respective  spheres. 
I t  pervades a l l  grades of society , an d  is  produc
tiv e  o f endless d iscord a n d  incalculable suffering. 
T h ere  a re  m a n y  k ings w ho shou ld  be  tend ing  
sw ine, o r following th e  vocation o f h u n te rs , o r 
cooks, o r dancing  m a s te r s ; and  in like  m anner

th e re  a re  m any  m u te  inglorious M ilton*, 
possible H am pdens, a n d  probab le  C rom w ells, 
w ho a re  lead ing  lives o f obscurity  a n d  a rduous 
to il. N o t  on ly  is th e  w ork  o f th e  w orld  done 
bad ly  in  consequence, b u t  m ank ind  is deprived  
o f innum erab le  inven tions o f w hich  i t  m ig h t re a p  
th e  advan tage  i f  those w ho  a re  capable o f com* 
m un ica ting  th e m  w ere  n o t repressed  by  unspiri*  
t e d  circum stances.

B u t, i t  w ill b e  asked , how  3s each m a n  o r  w o
m a n  to  discover h is  o r  h e r  p ro p e r sphere , and  to  
occupy th e  sam e?  G od h a s  defined i t  fo r  each 
o f us. T h e re  is  n o t  a  ch ild  w ho w ould n o t d e a r ly  
ind ica te  i t  if  c arefu lly  stud ied . I t  b e tray s  itse lf  
in  v e ry  early  life , arid i t  is  th e  d u ty  of every  p a 
re n t  to  p rov ide  fo r  i ts  fu lfilm en t. B u t  conven
tio n  s tep s  in  an d  says, N o ! I f  th e  son o f  a  p ro 
fessional m an , o r  o f a  person  in  op u len t circum 
stances, evinces a  m a rk ed  inclination  fo r  m echa
n ica l p u rsu its , i t  is  discouraged a n d  repressed . 
H e  is  o therw ise  tra in ed . H e  is  sub jec ted  to  a  
lea rned  education . H is  m in d  is cram m ed w ith  
dead  languages, a n d  w ith  equally  lifeless facts, 
an d  h e  is  p u t  to  some em p loym en t w hich  h e  fo l
low s from  h a b it o r necessity , b u t  w hich—if  i t  
b rings h im  success -n e v e r  b rings h im  happiness. 
T h e re  is a n  u n sa ti fied craving  w h ich  h e  can 
n e ith e r  account fo r  n o r  a llay . H e  endeavours to  
m in is te r to  i t  by  p leasu re , by  excitem en t, b y  th e  
accum ula tion  of w ealth , o r by  its  ex p en d itu re  
u p o n  objects w hich  he  n o  sooner possesses th a n  
th e y  becom e ind iffe ren t to  h im . T his happ iness 
e ludes h is  g rasp . H e  has g o t eu tsid e  h is  ind iv i
d u a l s p h e r e ;  th e  evolu tion  o f h is  sp ir itu a l n a 
tu re —if i t  evolves a t  a ll—is a t  variance w ith  th e  
evolu tion  of h is  physical n a tu re , a n d  th e  re s u lt 
is  endu ring  discord. D o  y o u  n o t  suppose th a t  
L ouis  X V I. w ould  have  b een  a  h appy  m an  if  i t  
h a d  been  consisten t w ith  th e  p rac tice  o f  kings to  
h ave  p laced  h im  ap p ren tice  w ith  a  locksm ith , 
a n d  to  have p e rm itte d  h im  to  pass hi3 life in  th e  
peaceful p u rs u it o f th e  m echanical em ploym ent 
to  w hich  h e  was so m uch  a tta ch e d  ? D o y o u  n o t 
suppose, also , t h a t  if, in s te ad  of ascending a  
th ro n e , M arie A n to in e tte  cou ld  have followed 
th e  h e a l th y  calling  o f a  ro sy  dairym aid , she 
w ould have  been  one o f th e  h a p p ie s t w om en in  
K urope ? W h o  h av e  been  th e  w orld’s  ch ief be
ne fac to rs?  H av e  th e y  n o t  been  th e  m en  and  
w om en who, know ing  th e i r  ow n  spheres, reso 
lu te ly  k e p t  w ith in  th em , developing  th e ir  ow n 
n a tu re s  o n  a ll sides, an d  g row ing  u p  in to  th e  
g lorious s ta tu re  o f nob le  a n d  n a tu ra l h u m a n  
beings—unspoiled  b y  e rroneous system s o f edu 
cation , u n tram m elled  b v  c ircum stance, an d  u n 
w arped  b y  an y  o f t h e  d is to rtin g  influences o f a n  
im p ro p er a n d  uncongenial tra in in g .

Such persona being  n a tu ra l ,  a n d  h av ing  u n d e r
gone no  m en ta l d is to rtion , a re  necessarily  m ore  
am enab le  to  sp iritu a l im pressions;  a n d  to  th ese , 
as  I  h ave  said, h u m an ity  is  in d eb ted  fo r  every 
th in g  p recious th a t  i t  possesses. I f  m an k in d  
h ave  gone astray , if  th e  w orld  is  a  scene o f t u r 
bu lence  a n d  b loodshed, o f w rong  a n d  rap in e , i f  
i t  p resen ts  to  u s  th e  Bpectacle o f enorm ous 
w ealth , im m ense lu x u ry  a n d  sham efu l self-in
dulgence, side b y  side w ith  sq u a lid  p overty , w ith  
ab jec t w a n t a n d  abso lu te  s ta rv a tio n , who is to



b U m e t O urselves. D oes n o t every  b e liever In 
a  God a n d  in  a  he reafte r, acknow ledge th a t  
th e re  is a  superin tend ing  Providence, an d  a t  th e  
eam e tim e  fee l i t  h a rd  to  reconcile th e  ex ist
ence of th e  “  evils ”  w hich  h e  sees and  feels, 
w ith  th e  operation  a n d  om nipotence of th a t  
Providence. I t  is  n o t a t  fau lt, how ever. I ts  
decrees a re  beneficence itse lf, i ts  purposes a re  
infinitely  w ise an d  in fin itely  loving. T h e re  is 
n o t & p la n e t in th is  v ast universe  th a t  is no t 
u n d e r  th e  d irec tion  of g radations o f angels, 
Bubvrdinate to  th e  h ighest hierarchies, th ese  
being in  J-hoir tu r n  sub jec t to  o u r H eaven ly  
F a th e r , whose service is deligh t, and  whose com
m ands a re  love. A n d  so i t  is  w ith  respect to  our 
ow n sm all g lo b e ; b u t  we, hum ans, in  th e  pride  
an d  v a n ity  o f  o u r pigm y in te llec ts , a n d  in  th e  
exercise o f th a t  freedom  w hich has been  gra
ciously vouchsafed to  u s b y  th e  Suprem e E u le r  
o f a ll  th in g s , ap p ly  ourselves to  th e  ta sk  of 
th w a rtin g  th e  benevolent designs, an d  traversing  
h is  sublim e decrees. W e de libera tely  ignore th e  
sp iritu a l n a tu re  w hich  is  w ith in  u s, a n d  live  only 
fo r th e  anim ad; se ttin g  th e  perishable above th e  
im perishable, and  acting  as if  in  th e  ? re a t chain 
o f being  th e re  w ere no  in te rm ediate  links  be
tw een  ourselves a n d  G od, n o  open com m unica
tio n  betw een th e  seen  a n d  unseen no  angels to  
in s tru c t a n d  guide us, no  sp iritu a l fo refathers 
w atching o ver us, an d  s triv in g  to  im press u s for 
good. I t  seem s to  be a n  a rtic le  of po p u la r fa ith  
th a t  w hen w e die, ow ing to  som e m ystical tru s t  
in  th e  m e rits  o f som ebody else, w e sh a ll leap  a t  

x  once in to  th e  presence o f o u r  M aker, and  th a t
. th e  m u rd e re r w ho y este rday  exp ia ted  h is  crim e

\  \  upon  th e  scaffold a n d  d ied  p en iten tly , w ill be  a t
>. once u shered  in to  th e  abode o f G od h im self, o f

th a t  ineonceiveably au g u st and  glorious B eing 
5̂  w hom  i t  is  th e  priv ilege alone o f th e  h ighest

a rchangel to  look upon.
-v S  T h e  g rea t difference be tw een  th e  sp iritu a l in- 

te reou rse  w h ich  is o rd inarily  e n jo /e d  upo n  th e  
^  e a r th , an d  th a t  w hich  has been p e rm itte d  to  

n * m an k in d  th ro u g h  th e  agency of th e  m agnetic 
\ \  teaching, is  th is —th a t  w hereas th e  fo rm er brings 

u s in to  co n tac t w ith  sp irits  on ly  one rem ove 
i from  h um an ity—sp irits  in  m any  instances n o t 

I y e t enfranchised  from  th e  erro rs  of belief, and  
^  I th e  in te lle c tu a l tram m els w hich im peded th e ir  
V :. I  m e n ta l p rogress a n d  sp iritu a l g row th  on  ea r th  

M  sp irits  w ho  a re  being cu red  and  in s tru c ted — 
N sp irits , in  a  w ord , occupying th e  second sphere 

—th e  m agnetic  teach ing  is bestow ed up o n  us by  
>• those  advanced in telligences w hich occupy the  

h ig h e r spheres o f th is  o u r  globe, a n d  a re  th e  
ap po in ted  channels  th ro u g h  w hich th e  M ost 

^  H ig h  conveys h is  love a n d  fig h t to  h is  creatu res 
u p o n  ea r th , a n d  to  th e  undeveloped a n d  progres- 

Cjf sive sp irits  in  th e  second sphere. I n th a t  sphere  
reside  a ll  th e  sp irits  w hich  h ave  ta k en  th e ir  de- 

1 p a r tu re  hence, ev er since th e  p resen t b ran ch  of 
th e  h u m an  fam ily—or in  o th e r  w ords th e  m em 
bers o f  th e  F o u r th  C hurch—appeared  u p o n  th e  
e a r th .  I n  th e  in fin ite  w isdom  o f o u r A lm igh ty  
f a t h e r  h e  h a s  prescribed  th a t  th e re  shall be 
seven g re a t ingatherings o f th e  h u m an  race. 
T h ree  o f these , a s  has been  said, h a r e  a lready  
ta k e n  place. T h e  first w as ga th e red  in  some
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21,000 years  ago, w h en  o u r  globe w as m uch  
sm aller th a n  i t  is  a t  p resen t. T h e  m em bers o f 
th is  C hurch , a t  th e ir  ascension, becam e th e  
sp iritu a l guides, teachers, an d  counsellors o f th o  
h u m an  race  n e x t dw elling  o n  th e  e a r th . A t  th e  
com pletion  o f each  C h u rch  th e  e a r th  u n d e rw en t 
a  g re a t convulsion. I t s  physica l asp ec t w as 
changed, a n d  its  b u lk  expanded. W h en , in  th e  
fu lness o f tim e , a n d  a t  th e  ex p ira tio n  o f seven 
th o u san d  years, th e  Second C h u rch  w as g a th e red  
in , th e  first ascended to  a  h ig h e r sp here , a n d  b e 
cam e th e  guide an d  te a ch e r  o f th e  Second, w hich  
rem ained  in  th e  second sphere . A n d  so in  l ik e  
m an n er w ith  th e  T h ird . W h en  th a t  arose, th e  
F ir s t  passed  in to  th e  S un , a n d  i ts  m em bers 
w ere invested  w ith  a  lu s tre  correspondin'* 
w ith  th e  glorious rad iance o f th e  cen tre  
of o u r p lanetary  system . O u r  teachers  a n d  
in s tru c to rs , as 1 h av e  said, a re  m em bers 
of th e  T h ird  C hurch , an d  th e y  flourished  on  th o  
ea r th  sh o rtly  before th e  epoch a t  w hich  B iblical 
chronologists have fixed th e  c rea tio n  o f th e  
world. W hen  th e  in g a th e rin g  was com pleted , 
o u r g lobe underw en t y e t  an o th e r  change an d  e x 
pansion  o f i ts  bu lk . U p  to  th a t  tim e  th e re  was 
b u t one con tinen t a n d  one sea. T h e  fo u r  con
tin e n ts  w hich now  ex is t w ere  r iv e n  a su n d e r a n d  
th o  islands we in h ab it began to  em erge from  th e
ocean. W e  foolish ly  im agine th a t  th e  discovery 
of A m erica  was firs t accom plished a  few  cen
tu rie s  back . N o th in g  can  be m ore erroneous 
th a n  th e  supposition . T h a t la n d  w as p e rfec tly  
w ell know n to  th e  m em bers o f th e  th i r d  c h u rch  • 
i t  w as th e  sea t of a  p u re  a n d  sp ir itu a l c iv ilization” 
and  th e  dw elling  p lace  o f a  nob le  a n d  n a tu ra l 
race  o f beings.

W h en  o u r ow n C hurch  is  g a th e re d  in , a ll  th e  
sp irits  o f th e  h u m a n  race  tra n s la te d  to  th e  
second sp h ere  since w h a t w e a re  p leased  to  ca ll 
th e  creation  of th e  w o r ld - th a t  is, since th e  
d a te  o f th e  la s t g re a t cataclysm — w ill ascend, 
and  w ill ta k e  th e  p lace now  occupied  by  th e  
T h ird  C hurch , a n d  th is  la s t  w ill ta k e  th e  position  
of th e  Second C hurch , w hich  w ill pass in to  th e  
sun , a n d  th e re  jo in  its  glorified predecessor. 
A fte r  u s  w ill com e th re e  o th e r  C hurches, a n d  
w hen  th ese  have reached  th e ir  com pletion , o u r  
e a r th —w hich  has been  described to  m e as one 
th o u g h t of th e  M ost H ig h , a n d  a s  enclosing 
w ith in  its e lf  w hen  i t  f irs t em anated  from  th e  
S u p rem e  M ind  th e  germ  o f ev ery  being  w hich  
ev er h as liv ed  o r e v er w ill live  u p o n  its  su rface 
—w ill h av e  fu lfilled  its  w ork , a n d  w ill pass 
aw ay pe rhaps, o r  be  p rep ared  fo r  th e  residence 
of a  m ore  ex a lted  race  o f beings th a n  ourselves.

A n d  i t  is  because th e  tim e  h a s  a rriv ed  fo r  th e  
com m encem ent o f th e  in g a th e rin g  o f th e  F o u r th  
C hurch , th a t  th is  sp iritu a l aw aken ing  is  fairing 
place a ll  over th e  globe. I n  every  p a r t  o f i t ,  th e  
loving a n d  w ise m in iste rs  a n d  m essengers o f G od 
a re  acting  im pressionally  u p o n  th e  m inds o f such  
persons a s  a re  suscep tib le  to  th e ir  im pressions. 
M en o f science a n d  theologians a re  finding th e m 
selves b ro u g h t face  to  face w ith  d o u b ts  a n d  
difficulties w hich th e y  a re  unab le  to  solve. T he 
o ld  superstitions a re  c rum bling  to  ru in , scepti
cism  is  invad ing  th e  sanctuaries o f  o rthodoxy  ; 
th e  belief in  a  physical d e a th  a n d  a  physical h e ll
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fe being  d iscarded b y  a l l  b a t  a n  u n e n ligh tened  
few  ; th e  th eo ry  of th e  p len a ry  in sp ira tion  of 
th e  B ib le  is re je c ted  by  m any  of th o se  w ho  w ere  
fo rm erly  its  s taunchest advocates and  defenders, 
a n d  m ank ind  a re  "beginning to  ex trica te  th e m 
selves from  th e  m eshes of a  pernicious theo logy  
a n d  to  seek com m union w ith  G od  th ro u g h  th e  
in s tru m en ta lity  o f h is  ho ly  angels. A ll  th e se  
th in g s  a re  b u t  th e  fa in t foreshadow ing of m ore  
m om entous changes w hich  aw ait u s , even before  
th e  exp ira tion  of th e  p re sen t c e n tu ry ; an d  i f  I  
w ere  to  rep ea t th e  assurances a n d  d is tin c t p re 
dictions w hich I  h ave  re ce iv ed --an d  n o t I  a lone, 
b u t  m any  o the rs—on  th is  head , I  m ig h t be 
teuspectedof being a  v isionary  a n d  a  d re a m e r; 
possib ly  th e  v ic tim  o f som e ex trao rd in a ry  
hallucination*. E nough  to  Bay, how ever, th a t  
th e  effects o f th e  m agnetic  teach ing—teaching  
w h ich  is pu re ly  insp ira tiona l—teach in g  w h ich  is 
conveyed to  m en, wom en, a n d  ch ild ren  b y  th e  
m agnetic  fire an d  lig h t, b y  th a t  w h ich—I  speak  
i t  w ith  th e  m o s t unfeigned  reverence, a n d  m ere ly  
u t t e r  w h a t i t  has b een  given m e to  u t te r—b y  
t h a t  w hich is  of t h e  v e ry  n a tu re  of God—h av e  
b een  seen b y  scores o f persons, a n d  w ill be 
v isible to  hu n d red s  a n d  thousands. T here ' is 
m u ch  in  i t  w hich  transcends th e  h u m an  m in d  
to  explain . G od’s w ays a re  n o t o u r w a y s ; and  
i t  is  on ly  becom ing on  o u r p a r t  to  receive w ith  
h u m ility  and  g ra titu d e  th e  blessed l ig h t w hich  
descends upon  u s  in  v iv ify ing  a n d  e x h ilira tin g  
p o w er from  above, a n d  to  acknow ledge w ith  
h e a r tfe lt  thankfu lness, th e  happiness w hich  w e 
en joy  in  liv ing  a t  a  period  o f th e  h is to ry  o f o u i 
b ran ch  o f th e  h u m a n  race, in  w hich  th is  
g lorious g ift w as rev ea led  to ,  a n d  bestow ed  u p o n  
us.

T h e  m agnetic  teaching, a s  n o w  vouchsafed to  
m an k in d  in  its  m ore d irec t a n d  obvious fo rm , is 
an o th e r  v a rie ty  o f th a t  in sp ira tion  w hich  h a s  
been  bestow ed u po n  a  favou red  few  in  a ll ages of 
th e  w orld ’s h isto ry , w h ich  is  to  b e  fou n d  in  a ll  
th e  so-called relig ions w hich  h a v e  ta k e n  rise  in  
th e  E a s t—w hich has c reated  a n d  v ita lised  w h a t
ev er is du rab le  in  a r t ,  lite ra tu re , a n d  science, a n d  
w h ich  w ould  becom e th e  com m on p ro p e rty  of 
a l l  m ankind , i f  m an k in d  liv ed  in  obedience to  
th e  law s o f G od, an d  lis ten ed  to  a n d  ac ted  u p o n  
th o se  im pressions w hich o u r good angels a re  ever 
w a itin g  an d  w atch ing  fo r  an  o p p o rtu n ity  of im 
p a r tin g  to  u s. T o r, as each  liv ing  being, from  
th e  low est organism  to  th e  h ighest, does ac tu a lly  
en sp h ere  an  a rchangel, so in  every  m em ber o f 
th e  h u m an  fam ily  lie  a ll  th e  po ten tia litie s  o f 
gen ius. T his, th o u g h  ra re  am ong us, is  n o t  a  
p riv ilege, is n o t a n  exclusive g ift , is  n o t a  special 
fav o u r. G od, o u r in fin ite  F a th e r ,  does n o t deal 
in  th is  w ise w ith  h is  ch ildren . T hey  a re  equally  
d e a r  in  h is  eyes—equally  precious to  h is  all-com 
p reh en d in g  love. W h a t h e  gives td  one, h e  be 
stow s o n  a ll, a n d  t h a t  w ith  a  lav ish  h a n d —w ith  
th o  free  b o u n ty  o f a  B eing w hose goodness is 
Inexhaustib le, whose love know s n o  lim it, w hose 
ac tiv e  beneficence is incapable of re s t, w hose 
superin tend ing  P rovidcnce em braces th e  whole 
un ive rse  w ith in  its  s tupendous grasp.

T h e  d a y  w ill come w hen  m en , b rough t back 
to  a  sense o f B is  presence in  th e  w orld , w eaned

fro m  th e  pernicious e rro rs , th e  degrading  su p er
s titions, a n d  th e  am azing absurd ities of hum an  
theologies, a n d  s tudy ing  H im  in  h is  g lorious 
w orks, w ill p a rtic ip a te  as  free ly  in  th e  a ttr ib u te s  
o f genius as th e y  now  share  in  th e  b lessed sun 
sh ine, in  th e  free  a ir  o f heaven , a n d  in  th e  en
ligh tened  enjoym ent o f th e  spectacle daily  p re 
sen ted  to  u s  b y  th is  b eau tifu l e a rth . I n  every  
h u m an  b ra in  lie  th e  germ s of genius -  th a t  is  to  
say, o f creative  pow er. A ll  th e y  req u ire  is to  b e  
qu ickened b y  th e  m agnetic  l ig h t an d  fire w hich 
God’s ho ly  angels a n d  o u r  m in istering  sp irits  a re  
com m issioned to  confer u p o n  us if  w e on ly  p re-

Eare th e  soul, a n d  k eep  i t  free  from  th e  w eeds of 
u m an  doc trine  an d  h u m a n  erro r. O u r p a r t  in  

th e  w ork  is  v e ry  sim ple, a n d  o u r d u ty  v e ry  easy. 
I t  U n o t  even a  labou r. God, in  h is  w onderfu l 
goodness, h a s  m ade i t  abso lu tely  d e ligh tfu l. 
Consider fo r  a  m om ent a ll  th a t  is req u ired  o f us. 
O bed ience! no th in g  m ore I W e h ave  b u t  to  do  
as th e  low er a n im u s  a n d  th e  vegetab le  w orld  d 6 
—obey im pressions. T hese  com e to  u s  from  
above—from  th e  m in is te ring  angels ju s t  spoken 
of. I f  we follow ed th em , every h u m a n  being 
w ould  occupy precisely  th a t  sphere w hich  h e  is 
pecu liarly  an d  p re -em inen tly  qualified to  fill. I n  
i t  he  w ould  en joy  h o a lth  a n d  happiness. O u t of 
i t  he  w ould  never w ish to  d ep art. H e  w ould 
resem ble  one w heel o u t o f m illions in  a  w isely 
conceived, exqu isite ly  constructed , a n d  harm o
niously-w orking piece o f m achinery . H e  w ould  
fit  in  w ith  every  o th e r  p a r t  of th a t  com plicated 
m echanism , a n a  w ou ld  co n trib u te  h is  q u o ta 'to  
th e  re su lts  produced .

M ank ind  h av e  n o t y e t  com e to  recognise th is  
th e ir  in te r-dependence  a n d  in te r-re la tio n sh ip ^ - 
h ave  n o t  y e t  f e l t  t h a t  each  u n i t  o f th e  m ass is. 
ju s t  a s  closely re la te d  to  every  o th e r  h u m an  
beinsf o n  th e  globe, a s  th e  nerves b eh in d  m y  eye 
a re  to  those  w h ich  a re  ram ified th ro u g h  m y  
h an d s o r  fee t. N o t  o n ly  so, b u t  we a re  ak in , on 
th o  one side, to  th e  d u s t  b en ea th  o u r  f e e t ; upo n  
th e  o th e r, to  those  celestia l beings w hose p r iv i
lege  i t  is  to  b e  a d m itte d  to  th e  councils o f th e  
A lm ig h ty . “ T h e  chain  o f b e in g ”  is  som ething  
m ore th a n  a  figure of s p e e c h : i t  is  a n  e te rna l 
fa c t. A n d  th is  is a  t r u t h  w h ich  is in  process of 
reve la tion  b y  th e  m agnetic  teaching, a n d  w ill 
becom e b efore  long  so p a te n t to  th e  u n d e rs tan d 
ings o f a ll  m en  w ho h av e  eyes to  see  a n d  ears to  
h e a r , t h a t  th e y  w ill w o n d er th a t  th e y  cou ld  h ave  
lived  so m an y  years u p o n  th e  e a r th  in  u t te r  
b lindness o f verities  w h ich  a re  be ing  p roclaim ed 
every  h o u r  o f every  d a y  b y  th e  m illion  voices o f 
an im a ted  N a tu re , speak ing  to  u s from  every  
an im al, from  every  b ird ,  from  every  in sec t, from  
evory tre e  a n d  flower, an d  from  every—so- 
c a lled —in an im ate  ob ject, th a t  looks u p  in  
w onder a n d  g ra titu d e —in  love a n d  ado ra tion—  
to  th e  g rea t C rea to r a n d  F a th e r  o f u s  a ll. 
B u t upon  th is  sub jec t o f in sp ira tion  o r  im pres
sion  i t  is  necessary I  sh o u ld  speak  in  g re a te r 
de ta il. T h e  q uestion  is  one a b o u t w h ich  civilized 
m an k in d  h ave  agreed  to  d iffer, a n d  chiefly b e 
cause w e  h av e  b een  accustom ed to  consider th e  
g if t  as som ething  p a r t ia l  a n d  ex c lu siv e ; as 
lim ited , imdeecL to  one s e t  o f books, p roduced 
b y  one fam ily  o f people, a rro g an tly  assum ing to



b e  tb o  chosen, of th e  A lm igh ty . B u t w hen  we 
com e to  recognise th e  fac t proclaim ed b y  a ll  th e  
m illion  voices of n a tu re , a n d  testified  to  b y  ou r 
ow n reason, th a t  G od is th e  F a th e r  a n d  C reato r 
o f a ll  th ings, loving a ll  equally , an d  reg a rd in g  
a ll  w ith  a n  eye of un ifo rm  benevolence, th e n  i t  
is  th a t  w e beg in  to  a p p re h en d  th e  erroneousness 
o f th e  p o p u la r superstition  th a t  th e  O ld an d  N ew  
T estam en ts h av e  exclusive claim s to  be^ con
sidered  as insp ired  ; th e n  i t  is  th a t  we arrive  a t  
th e  leg itim ate  a n d  ra tio n a l conclusion th a t  th e  
saered  books, and  even th e  profane l ite ra tu re  of 
a l l  nations, p u t  fo r th  sim ilar claim s to  in sp ira 
tio n , an d  th a t  th o se  claim s m u s t b e  allow ed. 
A n d  w hile  on th e  one h a n d  m ankind—o r ra th e r  
C hristendom —h a s  abandoned , b y  a lm ost u n i
versal consent, th e  doctrine  o f tn e  p len e ry  in 
sp ira tio n  o f th e  B ib le  an d  th e  New_ T estam ent, 
an d  has agreed  th a t  b o th  w h a t is h istorical and  
w h a t is p recep tive  in  those books m u s t be  sub
jec ted  to  th e  te s t  of criticism , and  m u s t be 
accepted  o r  re jec ted , according as i t  s tan d s  o r 
resists th is  te s t , so, in  l ik e  m anner, we a re  called 
u p o n  to  sub jec t th e  sacred books o f th e  H indoos, 
th e  Chinese, an d  th e  M ahom edans, th e  philo
sophical essays o f th e  G reeks a n d  B om ans, and 
Wie “  p ro fane  l i te ra tu re  of all countries a n d  of 
a ll  ages to  th e  sam e te st, carefu lly  discrim inating  
betw een  w h a t is  insp ired—w h a t is  sp iritua l, th a t  
is  to  say—an d  w h a t is m ere ly  hum an. N o r, fo r 
th e  app lication  of th is  te s t ,  is  th e re  an y  necessity 
fo r  learn ing . W e can arrive  a t  o u r  ob ject in tu i- 
tiona lly , th a t  is to  say, by  im pression. F o r  im 
pression an d  in sp ira tion  a re  synonym ous term s. 
W h a t is in sp ired  comes to  u s  from  w ith o u t-ria  
com m unicated  to  u s b y  th e  h ig h e r in te lligences; 
M id  from  th e  sam e source w e derive th e  capacity  
o f d iscrim inating  betw een  in sp ired  a n d  u n in 
sp ired  lite ra tu re . A ll  genius, no  m a tte r  w h a t 
m ay  be  i ts  p a rtic u la r  m anifestation , is  t h e  g if t  of 
th e  M ost H ig h , tra n sm itte d  to  m en th ro u g h  h is  
m essengers a n d  m in isters. A n d  th e re  a re  m any  
m en  of genius besides those  w hom  th e  w orld 
recognizes an d  honeurs as  s u c h ; m en, indeed , of 
w hom  th e  w orld  n e v er hears, b u t  to  w hom  i t  is 
indeb ted  fo r  num erous inventions, fo r proverbs, 
a n d  even fo r  hom ely  w eath e r m axim s, and  th e

• l ik e ;  th ese  being founded upon  a  carefu l obser
va tio n  of n a tu re , and  upon  a  cheerfu l an d  hum ble  
obedience to  h e r  law s, combined, w ith  a  suscep
t ib i l i ty  t o  angelic im pression.

L e t n s  illu s tra te  th e  difference betw een w h a t 
is  insp ired  a n d  w h a t is un insp ired , b y  a  reference 
to  tw o  fam ilia r passages o f  th e  O ld T estam ent. 
- In  th e  one w e  fin d  th e  following com m and
m e n t :— “  1 a m  th e  L ord  th y  G o d ; th o u  sh a lt 
h av e  none o th e r  G ods b u t m e .”  O f th e  in sp ira tion  
o f  th is  no  reasonable being can  e n te rta in  a  doubt. 
N o t th a t  i t  is  to  b e  supposed th a t  th e  C rea to r of 
th is  stupendous universe  ever stood face to  face 
w ith  M oses u p o n  th e  m o u n ta in  a n d  delivered  th e  
f irs t com m andm ent to  th e  g re a t law giver who 
goes b y  th a t  nam e, b y  w ord  o f m outh . F o r  th is , 
i f  n o t a n  im possibility—as w e believe i t  to  be , 
since n o  m ere ly  hum an  being  could look  upo n  
G od  a n d  live—is  obviously a  gross im probability . 
B u t, exam ined  by  th e  l ig h t o f reason, th a t  is  to  
say  b y  th e  d o m in a tin g  pow er o f th e  D ivine

p rin c ip le  w ith in  us, how  d<? th e  com m andm ents 
p re sen t them selves T A s hav ing  been  fram ed  b y  
som e sagacious a n d  en ligh tened  ru le r ,  w ho  a sked  
fo r  assistance from  on  h ig h  in  th e  p re p a ra tio n  of 
a  code o f law s fo r th e  governm en t o f a n  idola
tro u s , covetous, c rue l, an d  g enerally  in fe rio r race  
of peop le , a n d  w ho received  th e  assistance—th e  
im pressional o r  in sp ira tio n a l h e lp  h e  asked  fo r . 
B u t  know ing th e  a b je c t su p erstitio n , an d  a t  th e  
sam e tim e  th e  overw eening p ride , o f th e  u n ru ly  
tr ib e  o f fugitives h e  h ad  to  d ea l w ith , h e  f e l t  
th a t ,  in  o rd e r  to  m ak e  th ese  ju s t  a n d  w ise 
a n d  s a lu ta ry  law s b ind ing  a n d  a u th o rita 
tiv e  u p o n  th e  m in d s  o f th e  peop le , h e  m u s t

Cfess to  h ave  received  th em , n o t in d irec tly ,
; d irec tly , from  th e  M ost H ig h . H ence  

h e  goes u p  in to  a  h ig h  m o u n ta in , o f w h ich  th e  
su m m it is  h ab itu a lly  ve iled  in  clouds, a n d  as h e  
is versed  in  a ll th e  m eteorological lo re  o f th e  
E gyptian* , h e  selects fo r  th e  p e rio d  o f h is  v is it,  
th e  tim e  a t  w hich  a  te m p e st is im pending. I n  
a ll  p robab ility—if  w e assum e th a t  th e  h is to rica l 
n a rra tiv e  is correc t in  th e ; m an—h e  tak es  w ith  
h im —unknow n  to  th e  people  generally—tw o  
ta b le ts  o f s tone, a n d  a  p r ie s tly  a rtif ice r. H e  is  ’ 
absen t from  th e  cam p fo r a  long  tim e , a n d  in  th e  
in te rv a l a  te rrific  s to rm  b reak s  o v e r th e  m oun
ta in . T h ick  d arkness envelopes t h e  sum m it, 
th e  th u n d e r  ro lls, th e  lig h tn in g s  flash, a n d  th e  
w ondering  spec ta to rs  a t  th e  fo o t o f th e  m oun
ta in , ig n o ra n t a n d  credulous, a n d  believ ing  a ll  
such  phenom ena to  b e  special an d  irreg u la r 
m anifestations of D iv ine  pow er, a re  p re p a re d  to  
receive w ith  und o u b tin g  m inds th e  assurance 
w hich  M oses gives th e m  on  h is  re tu rn , th a t  h e  
has c o r a e i ^  ^ t h  G$d$ *,and th a t  th e  te n  com - 

firings^ vHtR- h im  w ere  tra ce d  
u p ^ lM f l^ ^ o to b le te O T ^ t in e \b y  th e  finger o f 
th e  A n n ig h ty  h im self, \  \
( T ^ s e S n d | i ^ ^ ( Q 3 o w M ch jl w ou ld  re fe r  i s  

tip s  o f th e  a lleged s tan d in g  Jgtijl o f  th e  su n  an d  
m tf w ^ b e jg o re  correctffi-ispekking, o f th e  globe 
w e H & ab it^ m , o jd e r  to  enable a  sangu inary  en- 
gagem feaiit e  ‘ b e  ̂ oompje tg d  d u rin g  d ay lig h t, b e 
tw een  th e  Is rae lite s  a n d  th e ir  enem ies. Now* 
h e re  w e h a v e  a  n a rra tiv e  w hich  is  n o t  on ly  fu ll  
o f im probabilities, b u t  also  o f im possibilities. 
I t  is  unnecessary  to  discuss th e .  question  
w h e th e r  such  a  b a t t le  w as ev er fo u g h t. W e  
m ay  conclude th a t  i t  w as, an d  t h a t  i t  w as r e 
corded b y  a n  Is ra e litish  s c r ib e ; b u t  w hen  w e  
exam ine th e  reco rd  b y  th e  l ig h t  o f o u r  re a 
son, what^ d o  w e discover in  i t  ? A  to ta l  
absence o f  insp ira tion . A ll  in sp ira tio n  comes to  
u s , as  h a s  b een  said , from  th e  M ost TTigTi, 
T herefore  i t  is  ab so lu te ly  tru e ,  because H e  him * 
self is  a b so lu te  T r u th .  B u t  in  th is  case w e  find  
th e  n a rra tiv e  con tam inated  b y  h u m a n  e rro r. I n  
th e  f irs t p lace, in- o rd e r  to  ju s tify  w h a t  w as p ro 
b ab ly  a n  a c t  o f w an to n  aggression a n d  c ru e l 
fe roc ity , th e  h is to ria n  p ro fessed  to  a sse rt 
t h a t  G od h a d  au th o rised  th e  b a tt le ,  a n d  a p 
p roved  o f  th e  w holesale d estruction . T h a t 
n o th in g  happens save b y  H is  perm ission  w e m u s t 
a ll  rev e re n tly  a d m it ; b u t  to  m ak e  a  G od o f love 
th e  particeps criminis in  sangu inary  ou trages is  
obviously l i t t le  sh o rt o f b lasphem y. I n  th e  n e x t 
place w e  h ave  th e  u t t e r  im possib ility  o f  th e  sus



p ension  fo r a  single in s ta n t o f  th e  ro ta to ry  
m o tion  of th e  globe w e inhabit*  G od canno t 
transcend  H is ow n la w s ; because H e  a n d  th e y

* a re  one, and  because th e y  a re  abso lu tely  p e r
f e c t  T h e ir im perfection  w ou ld  be im p lied  by  
th e  fa c t th a t  som e circum stances m ig h t arise, 
ren d erin g  i t  necessary fo r H im  to  suspend  th e ir  
opera tions, o r  to  go ou tside  o f th em . T h is also 
w o u ld  d e tra c t from  H is  in fin ite  prescience. F o r  
H e  foreknew  a ll th in g s  w hen  H e  fram ed  th o se  
law s; th e re fo re  H e  fo reknew  th a t  a n  occasion 
w o u ld  arise in  w hich  a  sem i-barbarous ho rde  
’w ould  w an t an  h o u r o r  tw o’s add itiona l d ay lig h t 
to  finish a  b a ttle  i n ;  an d  if  'H e  considered  th e  
-conclusion o f th a t  engagem ent w ith in  th e  lim it 
■of a  single d ay  essen tia l to  H is  div ine purposes, 
w e  m ay  be p e rfec tly  c erta in  t h a t  H e  w ould  h ave  
p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  contingency b y  a  n a tu ra l law .

B u t  w h a t a re—according to  a  ra tio n a l _ h y p o 
th e s is —th e  fac ts  w hich  p robab ly  underlie  th is 
p a r t ly  fictitious na rra tiv e . M ay  w e n o t easily  
im agine th e  C ap ta in  of th e  Israe lites, w hen  ex 
p a tia tin g  on  th e  even ts  o f  th e  day , in  th e  m idst 
o f  h is  com panions i d  arm s a ro u n d  th e  cam p fires 
a t  n igh t, exclaim ing, “  I n  th a t  m om entous crisis 
o f th e  b a ttle , w hen  v ic to ry  w as in  suspense, and  
fo r  a  m om ent th e  issue o f th e  conflict was d o u b t
fu l, so m uch  in c id en t a n d  excitem en t, an d  such  
a  th ro n g  of hopes an d  feafs  come crow ded in to  a  
few  m inu tes, th a t  i t  ap peared  to  m e as if  th e  
v e ry  setting  sun  lingered  over th e  m o u n ta in s  of 
t h e  w est, as  lo th  to  look h is  la s t upo n  th e  scene, 
an d  th a t  as th e  m oon rose o u t o f th e  east, she was 
aw ed  b y  th e  spectacle p resen ted  to  h e r  p u re  
gaze, and  sh ra n k  fo r  aw hile  from  ris ing  in  th e  
heavens V* N ow , i t  requ ires  v e ry  l i t t le  in te lli
gence on  o u r p a r t  to  know  th a t  language o f th is  
k in d , re p o rted  fro m  m o u th  to  m ou th , tra d i
tio n a lly  p reserved , a n d  'com m itted  to  w riting  
y ea rs  a f te r  th e  even t, perhaps, w ould  u n 
dergo  a n  inev itab le  tran sm u ta tio n . - A  chro
n ic le r as zealous fo r  th e  h o n o u r a n d  glory  
o f h is  race , as  C larendon  w as fo r  th e  
R o yalis ts , o r  as  C arly le  is  fo r  th e  R oundheads, 
w o u ld  d rop  th e  w o rd  “ seem s”  o u t o f h is  n a r
ra tiv e , a n d  w ou ld  t e l l  a  p ro u d , vainglorious, an d  
su p erstitio u s  peop le  th a t  th e  su n  a n d  m oon ac
tu a l ly  d id  s ta n d  s t i l l1 in  o rd e r  to  enab le  th is  
b a tt le  to  be  b ro u g h t to  a  close, an d  th a t  th is  
p ro d ig y  w as o f course th e  a c t  o f th a t  D e ity  w hom , 
in  th e  narrow ness o f th e ir  be lie f a n d  th e  egre 
g ious v a n ity  o f th e ir  m inds, th e y  declare to  b e  th e  
G od  o f A braham , a n d  o f Isaac , a n d  of Jaco b , 

•and o f  th e m  a n d  th e ir  descendants o n ly ; leav ing  
a l l  th e  o th e r  a n d  th e  f a r  m ore  num erous ch il
d r e n  o f th e  h u m an  fam ily , o u ts ide  o f th e  sp h ere  
o f th e  D ivine P rov idence , And o f h is  all-com pre

h e n d in g  love. .
T h u s , th e n , yo u  w ill perceive how  necessary  

i t  is  to  discrim inate  be tw een  w h a t is  in sp ira tiona l 
in  th e  S crip tu res an d  w h a t is m ere ly  h u m a n ; and  
i f  y o u  s tu d y  th e m  by th e  l ig h t o f reason—asking  
fo r , aw aiting , receiving, a n d  acting  upo n  th o se  
im pressions w h ich  a re  g iven  to  u s  as  fre e ly  as 
t h e  blessed  sunshine, a l l  difficulties w ill d isap 
p e a r , a l l  d o u b ts  w ill b e  c leared  u p , a n d  y o u  w ill 
b e  ab le  to  s if t  th e  t r u th  from  th e  e rro r , a n d  to  
d iscern , a m id s t th e  illusions a n d  ex travagances

o f  b o th  th e  H eb rew  a n d  th e  C h ris tian  w riter*, 
th e  im age of th e  t ru e  G od  shin ing o u t up o n  us 
th ro u g h  th e  clouds o f h u m an  d arkness a n d  th e  
m ists  of h u m a n  m isconception.

A ll th e se  errors, an d  a l l  th is  da rk n ess  an d  
m isconception, a re  th e  re s u lt of disobedience to  
im pression . T here  is a n d  can  be no  m y s te ry  in  
relig ion—no m y ste ry  in  th e  re la tio n sh ip  to  A l
m igh ty  G od. I t  is  a  p u re ly  filial o n e : fu ll  of 
in fin ite  love on H is p a r t ,  a n d  dem anding  n o th in g  
on  o u r  ow n b u t  ch ild like  obedience. An e a r th ly  
fa th e r  does n o t convey h is  in junc tions a n d  w ishes 
to  h is  l i t t le  ones in  parab les a n d  allegories. H e  
ad ap ts  th e m  precisely  to  th e  g row th  a n d  charac
te r  o f th e ir  m inds. H e  m akes th e m  sim ple, 
luc id , perspicuous, a n d  in te llig ib le. I f  h e  d id  
o therw ise, could  h e  w onder a t  th e ir  disobeying 
w h a t th e y  fa iled  to  com prehend ? A n d  i f  th is  
be  so w ith  h u m an  p a ren ts , fra il, feeble , an d  
fa llib le  as w e are , how  m u ch  m ore so m u s t i t  be 
w ith  o u r H eaven ly  f a t h e r ,  w ho is perfection  
itse lf, om niscient, a n d  in fin ite  in  goodness and  
in  pow er ? T here  is  an d  can be no  m y s te ry  in  
H is com m andm ents. W h erev e r y o u  find  any
th in g  th a t  is m ysterious a n d  provocative o f con
troversy  in  w h a t is called  Sacred  L ite ra tu re , you  
m ay  be pe rfec tly  s u re  th a t  i t  is  o f h u m an  origin 
—th a t  i t  is  th e  p ro d u c t of th e  h u m a n  in te llec t,

rofessing to  know  so m uch  b e tte r  th a n  G od
im self, and  su b stitu tin g  i ts  ow n ig n o ran t dog

m as fo r  h is  sim ple  t ru th s .
G od  speaks—th ro u g h  h is  angelic m in is te rs  and  

m essengers—to  every  one of u s , every  day , every  
ho u r, a n d  every  m in u te  o f o u r lives, if  w e w ifi 
only  lis te n  to  H im . A n d  n o t a lone to  u s , b u t  
to  every  ob jec t in  an im a ted  n a tu r e ; a n d  th e re  is 
no  such  th in g  as a n  inan im ate  object, organic o r 
inorganic, in  n a tu re . E v e ry  m inera l, every  
vegetable, insect, re p tile , fish, b ird , an d  an im al 
has i t s  ow n m agnetic  atm osphere— its  ind iv idua l 
a tm osphere , up o n  w h ich  p lays th a t  m agnetic  
fire w h ich  has been  described to  m e as th e  very  
n a tu re  a n d  sp irit o f G od. T here  is  n o t one of 
th ese  th ings, from  th e  pebb le  b enea th  o u r  foot 
to  th e  s ta te ly  e lep h an t in  th e  fo rests  of Ceylon, 
th a t  is n o t necessarily  ac ted  up o n  b y  th is  m ag
n e tic  force -  t h a t  is  n o t  obed ien t to  th e  im pres
sions th u s  received , a n d  th a t  is n o t  perfec tly  
h a p p y  in  consequence. T hey obey n a tu ra l  law s, 
a n d  th a t  obedience is a n  a c t of w orsh ip—is  th e  
on ly  w orsh ip  th a t  is  acceptable to  A lm ig h ty  
God.
. M an  is  th e  on ly  an im al o n  th e  face o f th is  
b e au tifu l globe t h a t  is  d isobedient to  im pres
sions, a n d  h e  is accordingly th e  on ly  anim al th a t  
is  unh ap p y , th e  o n ly  an im al th a t  is  sub jec t to  
vice, disease, a n d  m ise ry ; excep ting  on ly  in  so 
fa r  a s  th e  low er an im als a re  liab le  to  these  
th ings  w hen b ro u g h t o u t of th e ir  sp h ere , a n d  
v itia te d  a n d  in ju red  by  con tact w ith  h im , *nd 
by  w h a t w e call dom estication, w h ich  u su ally  
m eans d ebasem ent a n d  degradation .

M an  d id  n o t fa ll aw ay  from  G od  - d i d  n o t  
becom e a n  exile fro m  a  figurative  P a rad ise  b y  
eating  of th e  f ru i t  o f  a  forb idden tree . I n  a ll th ese  
poe tical allegories a n d  O rien ta l fab les th e re  lu rk s  
& g e rm  o f t r u th ;  M an suffered  from  disobedience



to  im pression, s till su ffe rs  from  i t ,  and  alw ays 
w ill con tinue to  suffer, so long  as lio refuses to  
lis te n  to  th a t  im pression, w hich  is iden tical 
w ith  w h a t theologians an d  m en ta l philosophers 
call conscience. “  P a rad ise  L o s t”  is  capable  of 
becom ing “  P arad ise  R egained”  fo r each  o f u s . 
B le u  lies w ith in  o u r  reach . W e  can s till  w alk  
a n d  ta lk  w ith  angels—still  see th e  heavens b en d 
in g  dow n u p o n  u s ,  m orning a nd  evening in  ho ly  
love—s ti l l  b rea th e  th e  fragrance of th e  new  
e a r th  a n d  ta s te  th e  freshness o f th e  p rim al daw n. 
F o r  o a r  g lobe is  as b eau tifu l as  ever i t  was. I t  
w as n o t cu rsed  w ith  s te r ility  th e n  o r now . .A l l  
th a t  is necessary  fo r th e  perception , com prehen
sion , a n d  en joym en t of i ts  inexhaustib le  b eau ty , 
is th a t  we sh o u ld  be in  harm ony  w ith  i t  an d  
w ith  its  A lm ig h ty  C reator. A n d  th is  can be 
accom plished b y  a  sim ple a c t o f obedience. U pon  
n o  o th e r  condition . Obedience to  im pression. 
I n  a ll th e  concerns o f l ife —in  th e  g rea test as in  
th e  le a s t — o u r  angelic guides, counsellors* 
teach ers , a n d  loving fr iends , a re  w aiting to  im 
p ress  u s , w aiting  to  feed  u s  w ith  th e  m agnetic  
fire—w ith  th e  love  o f God 1 I t  is  ready  to  be  
g iven  to  u s  w ith o u t reservation  a n d  w ith o u t 
B tint. "We h av e  on ly  to  obey—to  receive a n d  to  
b e  th a n k fu l-  in  o rd e r to  be  hap p y . H eaven lies 
a b o u t u s , even  he re . I t  is  n o t  a  place, b u t  a  
co n d itio n ; n o t  a  rem ote  co u n try , b u t  a n  ever
p re sen t re a lity  to  a ll  w ho  seek  i t  in  obedience. 
T h e  e a r th  is n o t  a  vale  of te a rs  -  th a t  is an. inven
tio n  o f th e  theologians. I t  is  a  possible P a ra 
dise, a n d  i t  w ill a ctually  becom e so before o u r 
ow n b ranch  o f th e  h u m an  race  finally  d isappears 
from  its  surface in  th e ir  p hysical hom es.

T h e  moTe th e  g rea t t r u t h  o f in sp ira tion  o r  im 
pression  is investigated , a n d  th e  b e tte r  i t  is  
understood , th e  m ore harm onious does i t  appear 
w ith  God’s  beneficent purposes an d  w ith  m an’s 
n a tu re  an d  necessities. A ccording to  th e  gene
ra lly  received  belief, o u r In f in ite  F a th e r  is  in 
fin ite ly  rem o te  from  u s . I n  o u r  p ray e rs  w e 
acknow ledge H ia  nearness, b u t  th a t  nearness is 
n o t a  liv ing  re a lity  to  us. I f  i t  w ere so, we 
sh o u ld  n o t liy e  a s  w e do. I f  th o  conviction th a t  
H e  is  om nipresen t a n d  all-seeing h a d  any  firm  
h o ld  u p o n  o u r  m inds, co u ld  w e, as  ra tio n a l 
beings, th in k , a c t , speak , a n d  live as  w e do  ? 
T h e  q uestion  h a s  o n ly  to  be  s ta te d  in  o rd e r to  
b e  answ ered  w ith  a n  em phatic  N o ! _Onco a  w eek 
w e  m ak e  a  s o r t  of com prom ise w ith  o u r  con
sciences. W e  e n te r  w h a t w e ca ll th e  H ouse  o f 
G o d —as if  th e  w hole un iverse  w ere n o t th e  
ab id ing  place, a n d  each  o f u s  w ere  no t, o r  o ugh t 
n o t  t o  b e , H is  liv ing  tem p le—and  we declare o u r
selves to  b e  m iserable s inners. O n  th a t  day , w e 
ab sta in  to  a  considerable e x te n t from  w orld ly  
occupations, a n d  endeavour—som etim es w ith  a  
reasonable degree of success—to  appear as gloom y 
an d  m orose a s  if  w e ac tu a lly  supposed th a t  th e  
In fin ite  Being, w ho is  love itse lf, and  w ho h a s  
w illed  t h a t  aU m e n  sh a ll b e  hap p y , o n  th e  sim ple  
condition  o f obedience—could  oe pleased o r  p ro 
p itia te d  b y  th e  spectacle  o f a u ste re  countenances 
a n d  m ortify ing  practices. B u t, on  th e  m orrow , 

j  w e resum e o u r  buy ing  an d  selling, o u r  cheating  
a a n d  overreaching, o u r  adu lte ra tio n s, a n d  o u r  
!| so rd id  p rac tices o f a l l  kind's, w ith, a  s o rt o f ta c it

un ders tand ing  th a t  w e  c an  Kvd f o r  ourselves 
d u rin g  th e  re s t  o f th e  w eek, an d  m ak e  o u r  peacd. 
w ith  G od—b y  m eans o f p u tt in g  u p  c e r ta in  
prayers, singing c erta in  hym ns, a n d  lis ten in g  t o  
c er ta in  edify ing  discourses on  th e  S u n d a y  fo l
lowing. A n d  so w e go o n  from  y e a r  to  y e a r ;  
balancing th e  w orldfiness o f s ix  days  b y  th a  
devotional exercises o f th e  seven th , a s  w e im a
gine, an d  keep ing  a  k in d  o f d e b to r  a n d  c red ito r 
account w ith  th e  A lm igh ty . ,
- I t  is  n o  p a r t  of m y  p u rpose  to  u t t e r  a  tir a d e  
a g a in s t S abbatarian ism . W h a t  I  am  anx ious to  
declare to  y o u  is th is —T h a t  every  d a y  in  t h e  
w eek  a n d  in  th e  y e a r  Bhould b e  a  S ab b a th — 
should  b e  consecrated  b y  th e  love o f G o d  a n d  b y  
th e  love  o f o u r  neighbours, b y  th e  abnegation  
o f self, b y  a  g ro w th  in  know ledge, a n d  b y  ft 
s tead y  advancem ent in  happ iness a n d  sp ir itu a l 
lig h t a n d  life.

A n d  th u s  i t  w ould  b e  i f  w e  w ere  o n ly  obed ien t 
to  H is  h o ly  w ill w hich  H is  m in is te rs  a n d  m essen- 

a re  ev e r ready  to  im press u p o n  u s  i f  w e on ly  
n  to  th e m . S u re ly  n o  schem e o f  th e  m ora l 

governm ent of th e  u n iv e rse  cou ld  possib ly  b e  so 
beautiful, so  loving, so  w ise, o r  so  p e rfe c t aa 
th is . F o r  w h a t does i t  rev ea l to  u s  ? I s  i t  n o t 
th e  fu lfilm en t an d  rea lisa tion  o f t h a t  d re a m  o f 
th e  p a tria rc h  in  w hich  h e  saw  a  la d d e r  s tre tch in g  
from  H eav en  to  e a r th , a n d  angels ascend ing  a n a  
descending b y  i t ,  w h ile  h e  s le p t a t  th e  fo o t?  
A n d  in  th is  vision o r  a llego ry  w e d iscover a  g re a t 
tru th ,  fo r, in  a ll  m en , th e  receptiveness o f o r  
suscep tib ility  to  angelic im pressions is  m o s t v iv id  
d u rin g  sleep. O u r guides an d  counsellors can  
th e n  reach  u s  w hen  o u r  an im al passions a re  la id  
to  re s t, w hen  th e  sensorial avenues to  t h e  b ra in  
a re  a ll  closed, a n d  w h en  th e  m in d  a lo n e  is  active  
and  open to  im pressions.

B u t a t  aU tim es, a n d  in  a l l  th e  circum stances 
o f life , th is  im pressional gu idance a n d  in s tru c 
tio n  i s  equally  open to  u s , p ro v id ed  w e w ill 
lis ten  to  a n d  obey i t .  I t  com es to  u s  lik e  th e  
w inds o f H eaven , lik e  th e  frag rance  o f th e  
flowers th a t  su rro u n d  u s , lik e  th e  b lessed  l ig h t o f 
day , o r  th e  tra n q u il shadow s o f th e  evening. 
T h e re  is  n o th in g  m ystical o r  m yste rio u s  in  i ts  
n a tu r e ; n o th in g  occu lt o r  incom prehensib le  in  
i ts  opera tion . “ M y law  is  easy, a n d  m y  com 
m andm en ts a re  lig h t,”  w as sa id  of o ld , a n d  every  
one w ho h a s  once b een  accustom ed to  obey im 
pression  m u s t acknow ledge th e  t r u t h  o f th is — 
m u st perceive th a t  obedience is  happ iness, a n d  
th a t  to  su b m it to  th e  voice o f w h a t w e  ca ll con
science w ill in fa llib ly  con fer upo n  u s  th e  peace 
w hich p a sse th  a ll u n d e rs tand ing . M en  ever 
su b stitu tin g  th e  com plicated  inversions o f th e  
h um an  m in d  fo r  th e  b e au tifu l sim plic ity  o f God’a 
m ost h o ly  w ill, h ave  dev ised  inn u m erab le  form a 
o f re lig ion , innum erab le  r ite s  a n d  cerem onies, 
innum erab le  dogm as, doc trines, a n d  professions 
o f fa ith . T h ey  h ave im agined  th a t  b y  th e  adop
tio n  o f th e se , th e y  can  eithoT p e rfo rm  a n  accept
ab le  serv ice to  o u r  In f in ite  F a th e r ,  o r  a v e r t  w h a t 
th e y  a re  p leased  to  call H is  w ra th , o r  p ro p it ia te  
H is  favou r. A n d  m u ltitu d es  of m en , professing 
th e se  fo rm s of fa ith , a n d  d ev o u tly  b eliev ing  in  
th e se  dogm as, h ave  d ra w n  n ig h  t o  H im ;  b u t
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(b e y  h av e  flono so In srptte o f th e ir  crefiile a n d  thohf 
superstitious  practices. U nconsciously, pe rhaps, to  
them selves, th e y  h ave  b een  obed ien t to  im pres
sions—h ave  been , in  sh o rt, m u ch  b e t te r  th a n  
th e ir  creeds. A n d  h ence  th e y  have  know n  an d  
loved  G od, an d  h ave  liv ed  in  conform ity  w ith  
H is  law s. N o r is i t  o f th e  s lig h test m om en t to  
th e i r  e te rn a l w elfare  th a t  th e y  h av e  b een  disci
p les  o f C hrist, o r  o f C onfucius, o r B rahm a, o r 
Z o ro aste r, o r  P la to , o r  M ahom et. T r u th  is one 
im m u tab le  a n d  e te rn a l. I t  know s no  v a ria 
tio n s  of d im e  o r coun try , o f ra ce  o r epoch.^ T h e  
love  o f God m ay  be ju s t  a s  firm  in  th e  m in d  of 
th e  p o o r In d ia n  w ho  w orships a  stock  o r a  s tone  
a s  ill  th a t  o f a n  O berlin  o r  a  F enelon , accord
in g  to  th e ir  respec tive  g rades in th e  scale of 
being , a n d  th e ir  respective  ligh ts . T h e  savage 
a c ts  from  im pression , so does th e  sage. I n  
general, th e  “  g rey  barbarian  ”  is  n o t lo w er ”  
b u t  h ig h e r .“ th a n  th e  C hris tian  ch ild ,”  Bimply 
because  h e  is  s tric tly  n a tu ra l—stric tly  o bed ien t 
to  th e  law  o f h is  being . T herefore  h e  is  h ap p y , 
a n d  the re fo re  h e  is h e a l th y ; a n d  i t  is  th e  sam e, 
a s  I  h ave  said , w ith  a l l  th e  lo w er anim als. _ I t  is 
th e  lo rd  of creation  alone w ho  acts  in  disobe
d ience to  th e  loving adm onitions of h is  H eaven ly  
F a th e r ,  and  is  m iserable, d iseased, a n d  crim inal 
in  csnsequence.

A h !  m en a n d  b re th re n , i f  th e  h u m an  race  
cou ld  only  be  b ro u g h t to  fee l its  re la tionsh ip  
w ith  th e  invisible w orld , cou ld  on ly  perceive  
th a t  i t  is  su rro u n d ed  b y  angelic intelligences, 
cou ld  only know  th a t  w e h a v e  p e rp e tu a lly  b y  
o u r  s ide  th e  m in is te rs  a n d  m essengers o f th e

M ost: H ig h , filled w ith  H is  lovo, affectionately  
subm issive to  H is  w ill, a n d  overflow ing w ith  
tenderness  tow ards th e ir  h u m an  k ind red , w h a t a  
to ta l  tran sfo rm atio n  w ould  b e  effected in  th e  
aspect o f th is  fa ir  an d  lovely  w orld of o u rs  1 V ice 
and  w rong-doing of a l l  k in d s  w ould  speedily  d is
a p p ea r. W e  m ig h t p u ll  down o u r lu n a tia  
asylum s, d ism antle  o u r  p risons, a n d  abo lish  o u t 
hosp ita ls. "We could  dispense w ith  o u r  arm ies, 
a n d  navies, a n d  fortresses, a n d  re le g a te  to  p ro 
ductive  lab o u r th e  m illions of m en  w hom  w e now  
tra in  an d  su p p o rt in  com parative  id leness as th e  
in s tru m en ts  a n d  im p lem ents of hom icide u p o n  a  
scale o f g igantic m agnitude . B u t do  y o u  im agine 
th a t  th is  tra n sfo rm a tio n  w ill n o t ta k e  p lace ? 
L e t  an y  m a n  w ho  h a s  liv ed  fo r fif ty  years upo n  
th e  e a r th  look  b ack  to  th e  s ta te  o f society  a ll  
over th e  civilised globe in  1820, a n d  com pare i t  
w ith  w h a t i t  is  now , a n d  th e n  le t  him  a tte m p t to  
d isp u te  th e  im m inency o f th e  g rea t change w hich  
is im pending. I t  w ill b e  a tten d ed  w ith  g rea t 
convulsions, doub tless; I  believe, indeed, th a t  th o  
w hole  fab ric  o f social life  in  E u ro p e  a n d  A m e
ric a  is  th re a te n ed  w ith  subversion an d  ru in , 
because i t  is  founded  upo n  a  ro tte n —because a  
godless—b a s is ;  u p o n  th e  w orship of w ea lth  an d  
th e  apo theosis of e g o tism ; an d  t h a t  w hen  th e  
convulsion sh a ll h ave  b een  over p a s t, th e  g rea t 
body o f  th e  people—th e  poor an d  th e  igno ran t, 
as  w e te rm  th e m  —  m ore  im pressionable to  
angelic in s tru c tio n  a n d  guidance th a n  th e ir  
“  superio rs ,”  w ill p roceed to  reco n stru c t th e  
edifice u p o n  th e  en d u rin g  foundations of r ig h t
eousness, t ru th ,  a n d  love.
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THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS,
W e  are  freq u en tly  asked w h a t a re  th e  doctrines 
ta u g h t, an d  th e  du tie s  inculcated , by “ h igher 
intelligences”  who com m unicate w ith  us. T he 
following le c tu re , em anating  from  THEM, sup
plies a n  an sw e r: —

TJpon a  know ledge o f God’s com m andm ents— 
w hich  th e ir  A lm igh ty  A u th o r has inscribed upon 
th e  book o f n a tu re  an d  in  ou r ow n consciences— 
depends m an’s happiness, b o th  here  an d  h e re 
afte r. F o r  th a t  know ledge precedes an d  p re
supposes obedience to  th e m ; inasm uch a s, w hen 
i t  is perfec tly  understood how  w ise, how  b eau 
tifu l, how  harm onious, a n d  how  beneficial th e y  
are , obedience w ill follow as a  m a tte r  o f course. 
T h e ir h arm ony  and  adap tab ility  to  m en’s w ants 
a n d  to  th e  circum stances o f th e ir  daily  lives, 
com m end them selves to  o u r finite  m inds w ith  
irresis tib le  force. T hey  a re  found  to  have been 
devised  b y  in fin ite  w isdom , guided by  infinite 
love. T hey  a re  th e  f ru it  o f divine foresight 
opera ting  in  an d  fo r  th e  benefit o f m ankind. To 
obey th e m  is h ap p in e ss ; to  disobey th e m  is  m i
sery . M an, in  h is  n a tu ra l fram e, is like  a n  ex 
qu isite ly  constructed  piece o f m achinery, an d  if 
th ia  w ere superin tended  a n d  contro lled—as  i t  
w as orig inally  fashioned —by  reason, i t  w ould  go 
on  w orking w ith  th e  m ost efficacieos resu lts, 
u n t i l  h e  a tta in ed  th e  fu ll te rm  of four-score 
years. I f ,  u n happ ily , i t  becomes deranged a t  a  
m uch  earlie r period, aud  fa lls  to  pieces fa r  short 
o f th e  n a tu ra l span  o f h um an  life, th e  c rea tu re  is 
alone to  blam e. Sickness a n d  vice a re  n o t inhe
r e n t  in  o u r n a tu re . T hey sp ring  from  ignorance 
an d  abuse. God has given to  each of u s  a  w on- 

. d e rfu lly  com pacted s tru c tu re  of blood, bone, 
flesh, m uscle, and  nerve. P roperly  handled , 
th is  adm irab le  fram ew ork w ould  become m ore 
a n d  m ore enduring  from  generation  to  generation, 
because each  w ould  be an  im provem ent upon  its  
predecessor. E v e ry  one o f u s  would en te r  on 
h is  new  existence n o t .m erely w ith  th e  m enta l 
a tta in m en ts  h e  b rough t w ith  h im  from  a  form er 
life, b u t also w ith  a  fram e superio r to  th a t  pos
sessed by h is  predecessors. T hus, then , you  w ill 
perceive t h a t  n o t m erely  does each one o f u s in 
flict a  positive .in ju ry  upon  h im self by  h is  igno
rance o r h is  v io la tion  of n a tu ra l laws, b u t  th a t  
h e  tra n sm its  th e  consequences of his ignorance 
o r  o f th a t  v io la tion  to  tbose  w ho come a l te r  h im .

L ove o f G od  begets know ledge. I t  is, w e are 
to ld , “ th e  beginning  o f w i s d o m a n d  know 
ledge begets fa ith . N ecessarily  so, because i t  is 
im possible to  know  God’s law s w ith o u t a t  th e  
sam e tim e  reposing th e  m ost illim itable t r u s t  in  
H is  w isdom , ju s tice , a n d  goodness. O rd inarily  
speaking, y o u  w ill observe, th e  process is re- 

1 versed . M en a re  ta u g h t to  believe, o r to  rep ea t, 
certa in  ab strac t propositions and  m ysterious 
formulas—a n d  th is  is expec ted  to  serve as th e  
groundw ork  o f know ledge. T h e  foundations 
being  la id  in  e rro r, w hat can w e expec t from  th e  
su p ers tru c tu re  I A  fa ith  in  th e  T rin ity , fo r  ex
am ple , conducts a  m an  to  certa in  im pious con
ceptions o f th e  A lm ig h ty  F a th e r. I t  induces 
h im  to  derogate  from  th e  u n ique  pow er o f th e  
g re a t “ I  A m ,”  T he suprem e au th o rity  is  d i

v ided  betw een th re e  m ystical persons, each  o f  
whom  is supposed to  be  co-equal w ith  th e  o th e r, 
By*and-bye th is  figm ent of th e  h u m an  b ra in  
is supp lem ented  by  th e  idea  o f a  d ev il—a  pow er 
antagonistic  to , and  in  h a b itu a l rebe llion  against, 
th e  M ost H igh , whose O m nipotence is  th u s  ac
tu a lly  im peached. F o r to  im agine th a t  a n y  
absolute m onarch, even upo n  th is  e a r th , w ould  
to le ra te  th e  co-existence of a n  ev il p re 
ten d e r to  h is  th rone , co n stan tly  engaged in  
seducing h is  subjects from  th e ir  allegiance 
and  in  dragging th e m  aw ay  to  a  loathsom e 
dungeon —  m akes a  g rea te r dem and  upon, 
hum an  c redu lity  th a n  m any  o f th e  m ost de* 
g raded superstitions o f th e  m ost b en igh ted  sa
vages. T hen , again, a  physical dev il necessitates 
th e  im agination  of a  physical h e ll - a  p lace of u n 
speakable to rm en t, in to  w hich  a re  supposed  to  
descend th e  souls o f a ll  those  w ho h ave  been  a l
lu red  from  th e ir  law fu l allegiance to  th e  r ig h tfu l 
and  on ly  tru e  Sovereign of th e  U n iv e rs e ; and  
who a re  k e p t th e re , bound  in  everlasting  rfn»Tia 
w ith  no  hope  of u ltim a te  release. Anfl a l l  t.hia 
goes on , w e a re  to ld , in  defiance o f th e  a u th o rity , 
an d  in  despite  of th e  beneficence, o f th e  g re a t 
B eing w hom  ou r in te llec tu a l in s tinc ts  assu re  ua 
to  be as In fin ite  in  love, as  H e  is S uprem e in  
pow er. S u re ly  a  b e lie f of th is  k in d  is  on ly  p a 
ganism  re-baptised.

B u t ignorance a n d  superstition  do  n o t stop  
he re . T h ey  do n o t scrup le  to  defam e th e  cha
ra c te r  an d  to  defile th e  nam e of th e  M ost H igh , 
b y  a ttr ib u tin g  to  h im  th e  m eanest passions of h is  
m eanest creatu res. T h ey  m ake hirn jealous, re 
vengeful, capricious, b lood th irsty , d e ligh ting  in  
sacrifices, presid ing  over b a ttle s , au tho riz ing  lu s t 
and  rap ine, an d  sanctioning  an d  encouraging th e  
m u tu a l s laugh ter of th e  beings w hom  h e  h as  
c reated . C an you im agine an y th in g  m ore aw fu l, 
a n y th in g  m ore im pious, an y th in g  m ore irre 
ligious, an y th in g  m ore  blasphem ous tha-Ti th is  
ascrip tion  o f th e  base  passions a n d  sanguinary  
deeds o f h u m an  beings to  H im  w ho s i t te th  in  th e  
h e a v e n s ; and  before whose pow er, p u rity , w is
dom, an d  A lm igh ty  Love, m an m u s t s tan d  in  re 
ve ren tia l aw e and  s ilen t a d o ra tio n : w ondering  
and  g ra te fu l for* th e  divine g if t o f reason , 
w hereby we have b een  enabled  to  ap p rehend  and 
perceive, as th ro u g h  a  glass d a rk ly , th ese  glo
rious a ttr ib u te s  o f o u r  com m on F a th e r ,

Y es, F a th e r ! I n  th a t  one w ord  is  sum m ed 
u p  th e  beau tifu l re la tionsh ip  in  w hich  h e  stands 
to  each of us. As a  F a th e r , he  coun&els, teaches, 
guides, an d  in s truc ts  us. A s a  F a th e r ,  h e  con
ducts  q u t  steps th ro u g h  th e  in fa n t stages o f o u r  
m u ltifo rm  existence. A s a  F a th e r , h e  feeds u s 
w ith  knowledge, im p artin g  i t  in  p ropo rtion  to  
o u r g row th  an d  capacity , as  w ell he re , as here
tofore, an d  hereafte r. A s a  F a th e r , h e  is  w ith  
u s alw ays, a n d  everyw here, te n d e rly  considerate 
of o u r  infirm ities, long-suffering u n d e r  circum 
stances o f g rea t provocation—as w e should  
th in k  th e m —and  fu lfilling  tow ards us every  
d u ty  th a t  th e  m ost loving, th e  m ost benignant, 
and  th e  m ost exem plary  h u m an  p a re n t could  
possibly discharge tow ards h is  offspring.



A n d  does th is  im ply  no  corresponding obliga
tio n , as of sonship, on  o u r  p a r t  ? S e ttin g  aside 
th e  d e b t—th e  unspeakably  heavy d eb t o f g ra ti
tu d e  we owe him  “ for ou r creation, p reservation , 
a n d  a ll th e  blessings of th is  l ife ,”  is i t  n o t incum 
b e n t upon us to  m ake ourselves acquain ted  w ith  
h is  laws, and , having ascerta ined th em , to  ensue 
th e m  w ith  a ll  diligence and  zea l?  E v en  upon  
th a t  odious princip le  of selfishness, w hich som e 
philosophers h ave  m ade th e  basis—th e  h ideous 
oasis o f a ll h u m an  actions, should* w e n o t feel 
im pelled  to  m ake H is com m andm ents o u r s tudy , 
an d  obedience to  th em  o u r d e lig h t ? F o r  in  th a t  
know ledge a nd  in  th a t  obedience lies th e  ro o t of 
e a r th ly  happiness. A n d  do n o t  le t  u s  e n te r
ta in  th e  erroneous conviction th a t  happiness is 
som ething alien to  hum an  life. G ran ted  th a t  i t  
is  continually  e luding  m en’s g rasp , w h a t does 
th a t  p rove? T h a t th e  m ode of search—th e  
m e th o d  of th e  chase—is w holly  erroneous. 
D oubtless h u m a n ity  has i ts  afflictions, b u t  a  
know ledge o f G od’s law s tu rn s  all calam ities to  
blessings. O u r friends undergo  th e  change 
called d e a th ; b u t  we know  th a t  th e  separation  

'  is  on ly  tem porary , an d  th a t  w e shall re jo in  an d  
recognise th em  elsew here. F o r tu n e  deserts h im , 
b u t  th e  wise m an  w ho  h as lea rned  to  love, an d  
th e re fo re  to  k now  and  tru s t  h is  heaven ly  F a th e r, 
accepts a ll such  reverses w ith  a  serene m ind  an d  
a  tra n q u il countenance, because h e  sees th e  lig h t 
beh ind  th e  cloud.
• B y  th e  laws of n a tu re , m en  com m only u n d e r
s tan d  th e  operations o f  some dum b , m onstrous 
pow er, d irec ted  b y  a  b lin d  intelligence tow ards 
a n  inevitable  end  w ith  irres is tib le  force. T hey  
a lto g e th er o m it to  see th a t  th e y  a re  sim ply th e  
law s o f G od, a n d , as  such , a re  governed by  th e  
perfection  of wisdom  fo r  th e  m ost beneficent o f 
purposes. Obedience to  them , I  rep ea t, is pe rfec t 
h a p p in e ss ; violation of th e m  produces d isorder 
an d  m isery. T h e ir a u th o rity  ough t to  b e  
suprem e, and  conform ity to  th e m  by  no  m eans 
excludes th e  exercise o f m an’s  free  w ill. T h is is  
le f t  in tac t. I f  its  exercise coincides w ith  th e  
w ill o f th e  A lm ighty, i t  is  w ell fo r  th e  c reatu re . 
I f  i t  is  repu g n an t to  th a t  w ill, i t  m ere ly  delays 
th e  fu lfilm ent o f th e  D ivine purpose, b u t  does 
n o t p rev en t its  u ltim a te  accom plishm ent. T hus , 
th e n , f ree  w ill a n d  necessity a re  n o t incom pa
tib le . I t  is  on ly  b y  tak in g  a  n a rro w  a nd  lim ited  
v iew  o f each, an d  by  form ing a  confused notion  
o f  b o th , th a t  m en  have en tang led  them selves in  
profitless discussions concerning th e  alleged con
flic t of freedom  an d  predestination .

God’s purpose, w e m ay  b e  c erta in , is  -un
changeable ; o u t i t  is  necessary fo r  ithe grow th  
a n d  developm ent of m an  th a t  h e  should be 
accorded a  large am oun t o f lib e rty . This m igh t 
ap p ea r a t  first s igh t to  c lash w ith  th e  h igher law  
a n d  w ith  th e  S uprem e W il l ;  b u t  in  re a lity  i t  
does n o th in g  of th e  so rt, an d  people w ill u n d er
s tan d  th is  m ore clearly  w hen th e y  com prehend 
how  sm all is  th e  p ropo rtion  w hich th e  period  of 
t im e  em braced in  w h a t w e call h u m a n  life , o r  in  
one h u m an  life, bears  to  th e  sum  o f each  exis
tence, an d  how  every  m an has rep ea ted  oppor
tu n itie s  o f re triev in g  th o se  erro rs, b y  th e  com 
m ission of w hich, h e  has been enab led  to  delay,

• b u t  n o t, in  th e  end, to  coun teract, t h e  suprem ely 
beneficent objects o f A lm igh ty  W isdom .

T o  u n d ers tan d  n a tu ra l law —or, in  th e  la n 
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guage d  S c rip tu re , th e  (xxnm aodm ects o f G od, 
th e re  a re  th re e  th ings  w h ich  dem and  ‘ to  b e  
stud ied , a n d  th e y  a re  th e s e ;—to  know  w h a t w e 
are , w here  we are , a n d  whether* we are  going.

A s to  th e  f i r s t : I t  is incum ben t u p o n  each  o f 
u s  to  acqu ire  a n  in tim a te  acquain tance w ith  o u r  
physical s tru c tu re , w ith  o u r  m en ta l organisation, 
and  w ith  ou r sp iritu a l n a tu re , so as to  provide 
fo r  th e  preservation  a n d  th e  h ea lth y  g ro w th  o f 
a l l  th re e . A  know ledge of th e  law s of physio
logy w ould  teach  us h o w  to  preserve o u r  bodies 
in  such  a  condition as th a t  th e y  w ould be  abso
lu te ly  exem pt from  disease and  suffering—b o th  
of w hich  a re  u n n a tu ra l and  ab n o rm a l; an d  
w ould also enable u s  to  obtain  th e  g rea test 
am oun t of beneficial w o rk  o u t o f o u r fram es, an d  
to  k eep  th e m  vigorous a n d  active  to  th e  fu ll 
te rm  o f h u m an  life, w hich  even now  falls f a r  
s h o rt o f w h a t i t  is  capable  o f reaching u n d e r  
p ro p e r conditions o f d ie t, clo th ing , exercise, an d  
recreation . W e  should  ascerta in  w h a t food is 
su itab le  to  us, in  w h a t quan tities, an d  how  i t  
o ugh t to  be  p repared . T h e  avoidance o f im pro
p e r  d ie t a n d  d r in k  w ou ld  becom e in tu itiv e , as  i t  . 
w ere , and  w e should  re lig iously  shun  excesses 
of a ll k inds . T h e  m ere  consciousness o f ex ist
ence, u n d e r such  circum stances, w ould  becom e 
a t  a ll tim es a n d  in  a ll  conditions of life , an  a b 
so lu te  blessing. W e shou ld  find new  a n d  u n 
n um bered  sources o f happiness a n d  en joym en t 
opening to  u s ; a n d  th e  passions w hich now  de
p rav e  a n d  degrade h u m an ity  w ould d ie  o u t fo r  
w a n t of a lim ent. O u r w earing  apparel w ould  
h e  sim ple  an d  s u ita b le ; n o t necessarily devoid 
o f b eau ty  an d  p ro p rie ty , so as to  deprive th e  eye 
of i ts  leg itim a te  g ratification , b u t  free from  cost
liness a n d  extravagance. Fashion  w ou ld  no  
longer b e  th e  g rotesque a n d  m erciless ty ra n t i t  
is, an d  so m any  thousands of lives w hich now  
p e rish  b y  th e  needle ju s t  as  effectually  as i f  
th a t  household  im p lem en t w ere a  sh a rp  sw ord 
o r a  poisoned a rro w , w ould  no  longer b e  offered 
u p  on  th e  a lta rs  of th a t  hideous idoL N e ith e r  
w ou ld  some m en  pam p er th e ir  appetites  w ith  a ll  
so rts  of food, in  a ll so rts  o f disguises, a n d  w ith  
a ll  so rts  o f stim u la ting  a n d  v itia tin g  condim ents, 
w hile  so m any  of ou r fe llow  creatu res perish  o f 
starvation , o r  slow ly w ith e r aw ay, b y  reason  o f 
th e  insufficiency a nd  th e  in n u tr itio n s  ch arac te r 
of th e  food upo n  w hich th e y  subsist. M ost o f 
th e  vices and  crim es w h ich  now  afflict society, 
an d  a ll insan ity , w ould d isap p ea r; fo r to  a  p er
fec tly  h e a lth y  body, in h ab ite d  b y  a  perfec tly  
h e a lth y  m ind , a n d  an im a ted  b y  a  progressive 
sp irit, a ll  th ese  evils w ould be  im possibilities. 

T hen , again, th e  understand ing  o f w h a t w e 
are , w ould  also involve th e  s tu d y  of th e  h u m an  
m ind , an d  th e  com prehension of its  law s, p ro 
cesses, a n d  capabilities. M en w ould  n e ith e r  p e r
m it its  pow ers to  lie  la te n t  a n d  undeveloped, on  
th e  one h an d ,; n o r  w ould  th e y  overtask  th em , 
on th e  o th e r. T here  w ould  b e  few er prodigies 
of learn ing , no  do u b t, because  scholars a n d  s tu 
d e n ts  w ould  be less  disposed to  b u ry  them selves 
a m id st th e  d u st, th e  m ou ld  a n d  m ildew  o f  th e  
p ast. T h ey  w ould discover th a t  to  each  genera
tio n  is  g iven  i ts  ap p ro p ria te  teachers, a n d  th a t  
n in e -ten th s  o f th e  l ite ra tu re  th a t  is  now  ex 
ta n t,  how soever valuab le  a t  th e  tim e  i t  w as 
w ritten , a n d  how soever u sefu l to  th e  people  fo r  
w hom  i t  w as w ritten , possesses very  li t t le ,  if
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a&y, value o r  u tility  fo r t c  o p  for o u r  tim es. 
A lthough  th e re  is a l im ite d  num ber o f w orks— 
m onum enta l s truc tu res— beacon lights a long  the  
Bhores of tim e—w hich enjoy  an  undying fresh 
ness, an d  a  p e rp e tu a l pow er of chaining and  in 
s tru c tin g  m ankind. B u t, w ith  these  exceptions, 
m uch  o f th e  lite ra tu re  o f p a s t ages is ra th e r  an  
in ju ry  th a n  a  benefit to  ou r own. I t  is so be
cause scholars and  s tuden ts, instead  o f g iving us 
orig inal th o u g h t, chew  th e  ideas of dead  m en, 
an d  p resen t th em  to  us in  a  so rt of innu tritions  
an d  am orphous paste.

I n  n a tu re , you  w ill observe, th e re  is no th ing  
re trospective  o r  retrogressive. E very th ing  as
p ires ; every th ing  advances. Progress an d  ascen
sion  a re  th e  un iversal law . T he locust, w hen  he 
casts h is  shell, does n o t s it poring over th e  case 
in  w hich  h is  lim bs w ere previously enveloped ; 
n o r  does th e  b u tte rf ly  app ly  itse lf to  a. laborious 
investigation  o f its  fo rm er stages of being. W hen 
th ese  a re  done w ith , b o th  these  insects direct 
a l l  th e ir  efforts to  th e  new  life  upon  w hich they  
have  en tered , to  th e  u t t e r  neglect and  oblivion 
o f th e  p ast. A n d  should  n o t th is  be  th e  case 
w ith  u s?  E ach o f us—as P a u l says— “ dies 
daily ,” —physically  and  m entally . T he a tom s of 
o u r  body perish—o r ra th e r  th e y  en te r in to  new  
form s o f m a tte r  an d  new  com binations w ith  o th e r 
substances ex te rn a l to  ourselves. This fram e  of 
m ine is n o t th e  fram e I  w ore la s t y ear, o r la s t 
m o n th , o r la s t w eek. A n d  so w ith  th e  m ind. I t  
is  daily  an d  h o u rly  secreting  new  ideas—daily 
an d  h o u rly  excreting  such as, in  i ts  g row th  and  
experience, i t  has found  reason to  re jec t. There-

• fore, we shou ld  s tu d y  to  d irec t o u r th ough ts  to  
th a t  w hich lies before u s an d  beyond u s—speak
ing, fo r th e  p resen t, o f th is  w orld  only—and 
“ le t  th e  dead  p a st b u ry  its  dead .”  T h a t has 
gone, an d  those who w ere responsible fo r w h a t i t  
w as, an d  fo r w ha t th e y  m ade of i t ,  have gone also.

I f  life  w ere long enough, an d  if  m en  had suffi
cient le isu re  to  m ake them selves m asters  o f ther 

. im m ense am oun t of so-called book-lore w hich 
ex ists  in  th e  w orld, its  s tu d y  m i*h t be to le ra ted  
p e rh a p s ; b u t  have we n o t a bundan t e m p l o y m e n t  
fo r  th e  m ost a ctive  and  laborious m inds in  th e  
s tu d y  o f n a tu ra l science, in  th e  investigation o f 
th e  law s of h e a l th —o f  o u r ow n in te llects, a n d  of 
th e  questions w hich concern u s in  connexion 
w ith  th e  o th e r  w orld, tow ards w hich we a re  all 
m oving?

2. W here we a re  ? W ith  th e  ex terna l b eau ty  
o f th e  ea r th , we a re  a ll m ore o r less a cq u a in ted ; 
b u t  o f its  in te rn a l s tru c tu re  and  u tility  how  
l i t t le  do  w e k n o w ! A n d  y e t  th is  know ledge is

• a ll-im p o rtan t to  us. W ith o u t i t ,  we a re  b u t as 
s trangers an d  aliens on  th e  globe we in h ab it, fo r 
th e  tim e w e are  on  it. I t s  fram ew ork should  be 
a s  fam iliar to  u s as th e  fram ew ork o f o u r  ow n 
bodies. W e  should  th e n  understand  th a t  every
th in g  w hich  w e call a  phenom enon is, in  rea lity , 
th e  p ro d u c t o f a  la w ; and  th a t ,  by  know ing 
th e se  law s, we should n o t only  be enabled  to  
derive  th e  g re a te s t a m o u n t of m a te ria l good 
from  th e  ea rth , b u t should  escape th e  conse
quences o f those  calam ities and  disasters w hich 
ta k e  th e  fo rm  of shipwrecks, earthquakes, vol
canic e rup tions, typhoons, avalanches, h u rr i
canes, an d  so fo rth . These a re  n o t lawless ex
plosions o f w h a t w e call th e  forces of n a tu re , b u t 
th e  inev itab le  re su lts  o f th e  operation of certa in  
law s, ou r ignorance of w hich exposes ua to

sufferings and  m isfortunes. T h e  ea r th  fe a  g rea t 
laborato ry , created  an d  su perin tended  b y  In fin ite  
W isdom , an d  in  p ropo rtion  aa H is  c reatu res  
exercise th e  D ivine g ift o f reason, w hich o u r  
beneficent F a th e r  has bestowed up o n  each  o f us, 
to  cu ltiv a te  and  develope,—shall we u n d ers tan d  
th e  processes* objects, a n d  re su lts , o f  th e  w ork  
w hich is going on  in  th a t  labo ra to ry . F o r, 
a lthough  we are  to ld  th a t ,  on th e  S even th  D ay , 
God re s ted  from  h is  labours, w e m ay  be p e r
fec tly  c er ta in  th a t  th is  was on ly  spoken figura
tively. T h e  w ork o f creation—o r  of evolu tion— 
is never suspended—n e v er has been  suspended ;  
and , w e m ay  assum e, w ith  g re a t h u m ility —  
never w ill be suspended.

T he  ac tiv ity  of A lm ig h ty  Pow er is incessant 
and  inexhaustib le—all-pene tra ting  a n d  a ll-per
vading. I t  is  m anifest in  th e  g rea test as  in  th e  
sm allest th in g s—in  th e  upheaving o f  a  con tinen t, 
and  in  th e  construction  o f th e  m in u te s t insect 
inhab iting  a  tin y  d ro p  o f s tag n an t w ater.

I n  th e  s tu d y  of n a tu re , w e should  a ll  find n o t  
only p rofit b u t  deligh t. I t  w ould  y ie ld  u s th e  
fru its  of th e  e a r th  necessary to  o u r sustenance in  
g rea te r abundance and  v a rie ty  th a n  we now  
receive th em , and  w ith  fa r  less to il. B u t i ts  
chiefest service to  u s  w ould  be th a t  i t  w ould  
e levate o u r m inds ever n earer an d  n e a re r to  th e  
G rea t A rc h ite c t o f  th is  am azing universe. W e  
should com prehend, th o u g h  w ith  such  lim ita 
tions as  a re  necessarily  im posed b y  o u r fin ite  
intelligences, the  w onderfu l love, th e  illim itab le  
fo rethought, th e  m agnificent design, th e  exqu i
site ad ap ta tio n  of m eans to  ends, an d  th e  sublim e 
goodness of ou r A lm ig h ty  F a th e r .  W e  shou ld  
perceive, m oreover, th a t  th is  globe is  b u t  th e  
analogue of m illions o f o th e r  globes, m any  o f 
th em  superio r to^ o u r  ow n, a n d  peop led  by  a  
sup^RtsfYacQ-of befngs^and w e shou ld  be  qua li- 

p rinc ip le  of in fin ite  
' f c m£ y ‘,w f o r m w h i c h  seems to

; p .  • ^ y j ^ . y ^ | ^ p ^ 5̂ ® « u c t s  m e to  th e  th ir d  
ra ^ t  6f  •my* ‘ro jy^ct—̂ X hi*her w e a re  going; 

*©/£«3̂ in a u  is conscjow.rpjM he reve la tion  w ith in
■ -frouT "ot& sr^evelations o f vary ing  

a iH Z ^ ^ y  ^nd  ^u^hgjitifcity, th a t  he  enfolds a n  
im m o rta i p p iu a p t€ ~ a  “  l i e , ”  pe rfe c tly  indepen
d e n t of, d is tinc t from , and  superio r to , th e  
physical s tru c tu re  h e  inhabits. B u t, practically , 
th is  consciousness is beKed an d  suppressed  b y  
h is  m a te ria l longings, feelings, a n d  desires. H e  
knows th a t  he  is  im m ortal b y  a n  in te llec tu a l 
in s tinc t—by  a  sp ir ita a l in tu itio n . To deny  i t  is  
a lm ost to  forego h is  ti t le  to  b e  considered a  
ra tio n a l being. A n  a th e is t is  som ething  abnor
m al in  th e  h um an  fam ily—a  Ixtsus naturae* a n  
object o f w onder a n d  com m iseration, b u t  n o t o f 
condem nation, an y  m ore th a n  w e should  con
dem n a  tw o-headed calf. O u r im m ortality  re s ts  
on  grounds m ore im pregnable a n d  in destruc tib le  
th a n  even th e  t ru th s  of science. I t  is  testified  
to  b y  a n  in n e r voice, speaking  in  accents n o  
louder th a n  a  whisper, b u t  w ith  a  p o w er exceed
ing  th a t  of th e  deep-voiced th u n d e r. *

B u t if  w e ask w h a t influence th is  conviction 
of o u r  im m ortality  exercises upon  th e  daily  lives 
of each of us, th e  answ er is a  p a in fu l and  h u m i
lia tin g  one. A nd  w h y ?  Because in te llec tual 
assent does n o t ripen  in to  liv ing  conduct.
“  T he  w orld  is too  m uch  w ith  u s , la te  a n d  soon, 
G e ttin g  a n d  spending, we lay  w aste  o u r p ow er."



I t s  rea lities—if, indeed, th e y  a re  rea litie s—are  
so m uch  m ore vivid to  u s th a n  th e  realities of th e  
w orld  to  come. W e  occupy ourselves w ith  th e  
l i t t l e  a n t-h ill w hich is th e  p re sen t scene o f o u r 
labours, ou r am bitions, and  o u r  enjoym ents, 
precisely th e  sam e as if  th e re  w ere  no th in g  
beyond th a t  an t-h ill—no succession o f endless 
ages aw aiting  u s  in  th e  inev itab le  fu tu re , no  
ascending grades of existence, com pared w ith  th e  
low est of w hich, th e  h ighest objects o f h u m an  
a sp ira tion  a re  w orth less and  con tem ptib le . A n d  
th e n —w hen th e  h o u r a rrives th a t  comes to  a ll -  
w h en  th e  m onarch h a s  to  lie  dow n w ith  th e  
beggar, an d  th e  philosopher w ith  th e  ploughboy 
— w hen th is  body h a s  to  be  resolved in to  its  
con stitu en t elem ents, a n d  th e  sp ir it  is  ab o u t to  
s e t  fo r th  on i ts  jo u rn ey  to  th a t  la n d  w hich is 
com m only supposed to  be th e  unknow able, an d  
th e  lig h t of ano th e rw o rld  begins to  gleam  th ro u g h  
th e  chinks and  crevices of th e  decaying s tru c 
tu re  w e have clung to  w ith  such  a  foolish fond
ness, God gives u s a  glim pse o f w h a t m ig h t h av e  
been  possible here—if  we h a d  only chosen to  
lis te n  to  th e  voice w ith in  u s—an d  w e e ith e r  
undergo  re-incam ation , o r  w e e xp ia te, in  a  te m 
p o ra ry  place of p robation , p un ishm en t an d  d is
c ip line  hereafter, ou r incredib le  b lindness an d  
p e rv e rs ity  in  n o t having  s tu d ied  H is  law s on 
ea rth , _ a n d  in  hav ing  refused  to  acknowledge 
th a t—in  th e  language o f th e  B ook o f Ecclesiastes 
— th is  is “  th e  conclusion of th e  w hole m a t te r :— 
L ove God and  k eep  h is com m andm ents, fo r  th is  
is  th e  w hole d u ty  of m an.”

A ll n a tu ra l law s, th e n , a re  o rda ined  b y  o u r 
A lm ig h ty  F a th e r  fo r th e  p reservation  and  p ro 
gression of th e  c reatu res. • W e  a re  called  upo n  
to  investigate  a n d  lea rn  th e m  because th e  p ro 
cess is  beneficial to  u s . ' H e  does n o t a sk  u s fo r 
a  b lin d  obedience to  th em , b u t  fo r one founded 
up o n  a  ra tio n a l apprehension  o f th e ir  b e au ty  and  
u tility . H e  does n o t say  to  u s , “ D o  th is , 
because i t  is  m y  S uprem e 'W il l ; ’’ b u t  “ D o 
th is , a f te r  hav ing  f irs t ascerta ined , o n  y o u r p a r t ,  
t h a t  th e  doing of i t  is  essential to  y ou r h e a lth  
a n d  h app iness—to  y ou r w elfare he re , a n d  to  y o u r 
e te rn a l progress hereafte r. M y  service should  
b e  one of love, en ligh tened  b y  reason . Obedience 
is  happiness, because M y law s h ave  a ll been 
fram ed  in  w isdom , w orking fo r w ise and  benefi
c e n t ends.”  A n d  th e  m ore closely these  law s 
a re  investigated , a n d  th e  m ore com pletely  th e y  
o re  understood , th e  g rea te r is o u r adm iration , 
an d  th e  p rofounder o u r ado ra tion  of th e ir  
C rea to r. W e  a re  d ra w n  tow ards th e  foun ta in  
an d  source o f In fin ite  Love b y  love itse lf. W e 
perceive th a t  th e  w hole c reated  universe is 
p ervaded , p en e tra ted , sustained, an d  bound  to 
ge th e r b y  th is  g re a t princip le. Science reveals, 
an d  experience confirm s, it .  W e  look u p  to  H im  

• th ro u g h  H is w orks an d  w e exclaim —as H e  is 
rep resen ted  to  h ave  declared  o f old— B ehold 
th e y  a re  v e ry  good.”  W e  discover th e  om ni
presence a n d  incessant activ ity  o f  law —law  in  

' th e  construction  of a  so la r system —law  in  th e  
popu lation  o f  a  d rop  o f w a te r w ith  i ts  m yriads 
o f an im ated  beings. N o th in g  is  too  g rea t fo r 
H is  Suprem e Pow er to  u n d ertak e  an d  construct 
— no th in g  to o  m in u te  fo r  H is  p a te rn a l P rov i
dence to  oversee, p ro tec t, a n d  preserve.

W e  look  w ith in  ourselves a n d  we Iea ra  th a t  
we a re  fe a rfu lly  an d  w onderfu lly  m ade. W e

re a d  in  th e  b ra in  o f th e  in fa n t, a n d  in  i ts  suc
cessive stages of developm ent, th e  early  h is to ry  
o f o u r race . W e  w atch  th e  changes w hich its  
sk u ll undergoes, and  w e discover in  th em  th e  

' cranial g ro w th  o f  th e  h u m an  head , e thnologically  
considered. T h e  m ore closely we s tu d y  th e  
anatom y of o u r  ow n bodies th e  m ore fo rcib ly  
a re  we s tru ck  b y  th e  evidences th e y  p re sen t o f 
w onderfu l design, o f a n  exqu isite  a d ap tation  of 
m eans to  ends, of am azing  foresight an d  in fin ite  
know ledge. T h ey  in fo rm  us from  w h a t an d  
w hence we cam e, ju s t  as  o u r m inds—even m ore 
w onderfu l in  th e ir  construction  an d  operation—  
prem onish  u s w h ith e r we a re  going. A n d  in  
harm ony  w ith  th e  com plicated  sim plicity  of o u r 
bodies—all re ferab le  to  a  few  archetypes, an d  
a ll  agreeing in  reg a rd  to  general s tru c tu re , 
functions, a n d  purpose, is th e  com plicated  sim 
p lic ity  o f life  im posed upo n  u s in  o rder to  k eep  
b o th  m ind  an d  body  in  pe rfec t h e a l th  a n d  
ra tio n a l activ ity . B y  com plicated sim plic ity  
m u s t be  understood  th a t  v a rie ty  in  u n ity  w hich  
ru n s  th ro u g h  a ll th e  w orks of n a tu re . F o r  
exam ple, o u r  d ie t shou ld  b e  sim ple as w ell as  
su ffic ien t; b u t  th is  does n o t  p reclude th e  wise 
and  tem pera te  u se  o f th e  in fin ite  n u m b er o f 
fru its  and  o th e r  n a tu ra l  p ro d u c ts  w hich have 
been fu rn ished  fo r  on r a lim en t a n d  en joym en t 
by  a  bounteous P rovidence. So, too, w ith  
re spec t to  th e  m in d —w hile  i t s  operations shou ld  
be conducted  in  obedience to  one un ifo rm  law , 
an d  therefo re  governed b y  sim plic ity  an d  regu 
la r ity , and  c o h eren t^  o f p rocedure , th e  field  of 
i ts  ac tiv ity  is, hu m an ly  speaking, un lim ited .

A n d  so, also, in  th e  m u ltifo rm  re la tions of 
m an, liv ing  in  society w ith  h is  fellow  m en , th® 
ru le  o f conduct a n d  th e  bond of un ion  a re  b o th  
Bimple in  th e  extrem e. T h ey  a re  sum m ed u p  in  
one golden sentence, “  T h o u  sh a lt love  th y  
neighbour as thyself.”  A n d  in  th e  fu lfilm en t 
o f th is  p recep t, w e experience th e  beneficent 
w ork ing  o f a  princip le  o f en ligh tened  selfishness. 
T h is  wUl n o t  be  th e  m otive, b u t  i t  is  n ev e rth e 
less th e  re su lt. W h a t w e do , we do  fo r  th e  
benefit o f o u r  fe llow  c reatu res, b u t  i t  is  reflected 
upon  ourselves. E v e ry  good deed  is re troac tive  
in  its  operation . L ike m ercy , i t  is tw ice blessed. 
I t  b lesse th  h im  w ho  gives an d  h im  w ho receives. 
T o  m ake  o th e rs  hap p y , is  to  ta k e  th e  m ost 
effectual m eans o f securing  o u r  ow n happiness ;  
ju s t  as to  p rom ote  o r re s to re  th e  h e a lth fu l con
d ition  of a ny  one m em ber o f o u r body, is to  con
tr ib u te  to  th e  h e a lth fu l cond ition  or th e  w hole 
fram e, f o r  h u m an ity , how ever, we m ay  reg a rd  
i t ,  is n o t m any , b u t  one. I t s  p rincip le  is u n ity , 
i t3 m anifestation  is v a rie ty . W e  each  belong 
to  it, an d  a re  each ju s t  as  inseparab ly  u n ite d  
w ith  i t ,  as is th e  h a n d  w ith  th e  a rm , o r  th e  fo o t 
w ith  th e  leg. B y  labouring  fo r  i t ,  we lab o u r fo r 
ourselves. W e  canno t advance its  g row th , p ro 
m ote  its  w elfare, o r s triv e  fo r  i ts  elevation , w ith 
o u t in d irec tly  advancing o u r  ow n. A s is i ts  con
d itio n  in  th e  b u lk , such  is  i t  in  th e  ind iv idual 
sam ple. I t  is n o t som ething  w hich  lies ou tside  
ourselves, w hich  is  foreign to  o u r  in te res ts , sen 
tim en ts , an d  feeling, b u t  som eth ing  w ith  w hich  
w e a re  abso lu te ly  incorporated . T h is is t h a  
t ru th ,  p robably , w hich  w as d iscerned by  th e  
F ren ch  ph ilosopher w ho  p roposed to  e stab lish  
w h a t h e  called  a  “  relig ion  o f  h u m an ity .”  T h e re  
is a  relig ion  o f hum anity , in  t h e  sense o f a  b ind -
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ing  u p  M id ;of ft b inding  to g e th e r ot  th e  w hole 
hu m an  race. W h atev er m ay  be th e  diversities 
o f language an d  aspect, exhib ited  b y  th e  various 
m em bers o f th e  g rea t fam ily o f m ankind, th e re  
is th is  princip le  of u n ity  ru n n in g  th rough  th e  
w hole or th e m ,—th a t  th e y  a re  a ll th e  children of 
one F a th e r , a ll  im m ortal, a ll  tend ing  tow ards 
th e  sam e g a d , a n d  a ll  capable of th e  sam e p ro 
gression, bo th  h e re  an d  hereafter. H ence, th e  
h ig h e r th e  leve l o f  average hum anity , th e  h igher 
th a t  o f th e  ind iv idua l constituen t of th e  mass. 
T h e  m ore w e can do to  lif t  o u r  fellow  creatures 
o u t o f th e  m ire  o f ignorance a n d  anim alism , th e  
m ore  serviceable w e shall be  in  urging forw ard 
th e  w hole h u m a n  race  along th a t  p a th  of p ro 
gression w hich  i t  has occupied centuries upon 
cen turies  in  to ilfu lly  s truggling  along, b u t w hich 
w ill Beem m uch  sh o rte r  a nd  m uch less arduous, 
in  p ropo rtion  as w e a re  th e  b e tte r  equipped for 
th e  jo u rn ey  b y  know ledge a n d  foresight—know 
ledge of th e  road  a n d  fo resigh t o f th e  goaL

T hus, th e n , w e a rriv e  a t  th is  g rea t principle, 
th a t  a ll  m an k in d  a re  in terdependen t, and  th a t  no  
one can liv e  b y  o r  fo r h im self. H e  m ust re ly  on 
o th e rs  fo r  th e  satisfaction  o f m ost of his w ants, 
an d  those  o th e rs  m u s t In  lik e  m anner be depen
d e n t u p o n  h im  fo r  services w hich  th e y  a re  in 
capable o f rendering  to  them selves. Ignorance 
o f, o r indifference to  th is  fa c t is th e  cause of so 
m an y  erro rs  in  pub lic  policy and  private  con
d u c t,—of so m an y  o f th e  w ars w hich desolate 
th e  world, a n d  o f so m uch  of th e  m isery and 
Buffering w hieh  those wars en tail. Once le t  us 
fee l th e  so lidarity  o f  th e  h u m an  fam ily, and  th a t  
fam ily  w ill live  as  one household. W e recognise 
th e  p rincip le , yo u  know , in  th e  foundation and  
estab lishm ent of com m unities. T he tribe  is b u t 
a n  extension  o f th e  fam ily, and  th e  nation is b u t 
a n  expansion o f th e  tribe . W h y  should no t 
hu m an ity , in  lik e  m anner, becom e an  extension 
o f th e  fu n d am en ta l princip le  of th e  household? 
W h a t  is m ore b eau tifu l than dom estic life w hen  
th e  m em bers o f a  fam ily  a re  k n it together b y  th& 
tie s  of affection an d  esteem  ? W h a t m u tua l re 
sp ec t an d  fondness a re  displayed, w hat delicate 
consideration , w h a t a  sp irit of cheerful self- 
den ial, w h a t a n  a n x ie ty  to  p lease, w hat a  p rom pt 
p u ttin g  fo r th  o f s tre n g th ’to  succour weakness, 
an d  o f com passion to  a llev iate  suffering, and  
w h a t a  sp ir it  of Vindnftaa an d  conciliation are  
m an ifested  in  th e  d a ily  life an d  in  th e  h o u rly  
re la tio n s  o f  such  a  fam ily  I H ow  strong  i t  be
com es in  i ts  un ion , how  exem plary  in  its  in 
fluence, how  h a p p y  in  its  hom ely  h is to ry ! D o 
y o u  suppose th a t  w h a t is  practicable—w hat, in - 
deed , is so o ften  visible—in  th e  fam ily circle, is 
incapab le  of be ing  rea lised  in  th e  na tion , and  
am ong th e  w hole hum an  race,—w hich is b u t a  
b u n d le  o f n a tio n s? W h a t is  to  p reven t i t ?  
"W hat does actually  p rev en t i t  ? A n absence of 
th e  p rinc ip le  o f love to  o u r neighbour, and  th e  
w a n t e f th a t  know ledge of ourselves and of God's 
law s, w hich w ould  sp ring  from  th e  developm ent 
o f  th a t  princip le  in  each o f us.

T ake a n y  one o f th e  causes w hich separate  
n a tio n  from  n a tion , w h e th er fiscal policy o r 
p o litica l am bition , th e  th ir s t  fo r m a rtia l g lo ry  o r  
th e  g reed  o f te rri to ria l aggrandisem ent. A nalyse 
i t ,  a n d  trace  i ts  operations. Does i t  n o t ta k e  its  
r ise  in  ignorance o r  an im alism  ? A n d  is  i t  ever 
p roduc tive  of veal happiness, o r  o f lastin g  advan

tag e  to  th e  n a tio n  itse lf, o r  to  th e  ro as te r m inds 
by  w hom  th a t  nation  is conducted in to  w a r or 
desolation. N eed  I  p o in t o u t to  you th e  h is to ry  
of France from  th e  rise o f th e  first N apo leon  to  
h is  d ea th  a t  S t. H elena ? W h a t d id  F ran c e  gain 
by  th a t  series of w onderfu l achievem ents on  th e  
field of b a ttle  from  A u ster litz  to  J e n a  ? D id  she 
re ta in  th e  te r r i to ry  she h ad  conquered, o r could 
she recover th e  blood a n d  treasu re  w hich  she 
h ad  squandered  in  so m any  sanguinary  engage
m en ts?

Com pare th e  m ap o f F rance  in  1872 w ith  th a t  
of th e  sam e nation  in  1789. C om pare h e r  in 
debtedness th e n , w ith  w h a t i t  is  now. F ollow  
h e r  g rea t m ilita ry  com m ander in to  exile , a n d  a sk  
h im  if  h e  w as happy. H e re  was a  so ld ier of 
fo rtune  w ho had  set h is  fo o t upon th e  neck  of 
subject-kings, w ho  h ad  m ade crowns a n d  sceptres 
his p laythings, who h ad  given aw ay th ro n es , as 
o th e r po ten ta tes  d is trib u te  orders an d  ribbons, 
and  wno h a d  becom e th e  w onder a n d  te r ro r  of 
th e  civilised w orld. A n d  y e t look a t  h im  on  h is  
lonely rock  in  th e  ocean—a u  eagle w ith  b e 
draggled p lum es and  b roken  daw s—m orose, 
pe tu lan t, peevish, a n d 'p e tty ,  quarre lling  w ith  
his gaoler ab o u t po in ts o f (punctilio, an d  su llen ly  
surveying, from  h is  place o f exile, th e  com plete 
overthrow  o f th e  Im p eria l fabric  he  h a d  b u i l t  
up , th e  dissipation of a ll  h is  dream s o f founding 
a n  im perishable dynasty , an d  th e  com pulsory  
res titu tion  to  th e  sm allest o f th e  S ta te s  n e  h ad  
conquered an d  p illaged, of th e  very  b o o ty  h e  h ad  
carried aw ay from  them , in  o rd e r to  en rich  th e  
sum ptuous cap ital of F rance , w ith  th e  f ru its  o f 
rapine a n d  th e  trophies o f v ictory.

H ere  w as a  m agnificent anim al I—b u t  a n  
anim al o n ly :  a  m an  w ho  de libera te ly  ignored  
God’s presence in th e  w orld, w ho  rebelled  against 
his n a tu ra l laws, an d  w ho  sh a tte red  him self an d  
his am bition  to  pieces, in  th e  m ad  endeavour to  
resist o r to  se t th em  aside. C on trast th e  life  o f  
th is  gigantic hom icide w ith  th a t  of O berlin , th o  
sim ple-m inded, tru th -seek ing  an d  G od-loving 
Swiss pasto r, a nd  te ll  m e w hich yo u  w ould  r a th e r  
have been—N apoleon th e  G rea t, o r  O berlin  th o  
obscure?

L e t u s  rem em ber th is , th a t  w henever w e seek  
to  ob tain  happiness—o r w h a t we im agine to  be 
such—a t  th e  expense o f o u r fellow  c reatu res, i t  
no t only eludes o u r grasp, b u t i t  proves to  be a  
source o f p a in , dissatisfaction, d iscon ten t, a n d  
d isappoin tm ent to  u s. B u t  w hen  w e en d eav o u r 
to  a rrive  a t  th e  sam e en d  b y  doing good to 
others, w e  invariab ly  find  w h a t w e s e e k ; a n d  
th e  g rea te r th e  am ount o f  good w e do , th e  more- 
ab undan t is th e  happiness reflected on  ourselves. 
I  suppose i t  h a s  happened to  m ost of u s  in  t h *  
course of o u r lives, to  h ave  been  m oved by  a n  
im pulse o f benevolent enthusiasm , o r  to u c h ed  
b y  a  p a th e tic  ta le  o f sorrow , and  to  h ave  
m easured  th e  re lie f w e afforded ra th e r  b y  o u r  
estim ate  o f th e  sufferer’s  g rea t need  th a n  o f o u r  
ow n capacity  to  a lleviate  i t ;  so th a t  th e  a c t  o f  
kindness h a s  necessitated  som e exercise o f self- 
den ial know n on ly  to  ourselves. L e t m e  a sk  th o  
m ost w orldly-m inded, if  h e  ev er experienced an y  
sense of p leasure  so exqu isite  as  th a t  w hich 
glowed w ith in  h im  w hen h e  reflected o n  w h a t h o  
h a d  done, a n d  w hen  h e  recalled  to  m ind  th e  eyes  
of th e  afflicted g listening w ith  te a m  of gr& titade,



b is  h e a r t  m elting  w ith  em otion, an d  h is  voioe 
trem ulously  essaying to  u t te r  th e  th a n k s  he  
m ig h t feel b u t  could n o t adequate ly  express. 
W as n o t th is  a  re a l glim pse of heaven t  D id  i t  
n o t reveal to  th e  donor h im self possibilities of 
good w ith in  h is  ow n n a tu re , of w hich he  scarcely 
suspected  th e  existence, and  souroes o f happiness 
w hich  were absolu tely  w ith o u t a lloy  ?

N ow , im agine th e  feeling  w hich prom oted th e  
benevolent action to  be constan tly  influencing 
u s  in  o u r daily  lives, and  w h a t would be th e  re 
s u lt  ? A n  enorm ous and  im m ediate  d im inu tion  
o f th e  vast am oun t o f suffering a round  us, a n d  a n  
equally  im m ediate an d  enorm ous augm entation  
o f  th e  sum  o f h um an  happiness. F o r  th is  fu lfil
m e n t o f our d u ty  to  ou r religion w ould  h a re  th e  
n a tu ra l effect of aw akening in  h im  a  sense o f h is  
d u ty  tow ards us. A n im ated  and  fortified  b y  o u r 
exam ple, an d  m oved by  o u r  unselfishness, th e  
sp en d th rift, th e  d ru n k a rd , an d  th e  th ie f  w ould  
begin to  feel t h a t  th e y  h ad  no  r ig h t b y  th e ir  in 
tem perance, th e ir  im providence, an d  th e ir  spolia
tio n , to  w rong th e ir  fellow  m en. T h e  im prov i
d e n t w ould exclaim , “  H ow  can  I  consent to  place 
m yself in  th e  sham eful position  o f leaving m y  
ch ild ren  dependent o n  th e  b o u n ty  o f o thers , w hen  
those  o thers  a re  so active  an d  so d isin terested  in  
th e  discharge o f every  one o f th e ir  obligations 
tow ards m e, a n d  so eager a n d  lib e ra l to  a llev ia te  
a n y  case of genuine m isfortune ! ”

A n d  th u s  w ith  a ll form s of vice, ignorance, a n d  
crim e, those who now  give w ay to  th e m  w ould, if  
m ankind  acted  u p  to  th e  princip les o f h u m an  
b ro therhood , be  d riven , in  v e ry  sham e, to  re lin 
qu ish  hab its  an d  practices w hich w ould  th e n  ap 
p e a r  so hideous an d  degrading, by  com parison 
w ith  th e  p u re , h e a lth y , and  beneficent lives of 
th e ir  fellow  m en. N o r w ould  th e  depredations 
o r  depravities o f w hat we call th e  dangerous 
classes derive th a t  ind irec t sanction  w h ich  th e y  
now  ob ta in  from  th e  m alpractices o f th e  classes 
above th em . W e  a ll know  th a t ,  besides th a t  
fo rm  o f in tem perance, w hich  finds i ts  pun ish 
m e n t a t  th e  police court, th e re  a re  m any  
va rie tie s  of i t —fa r  grosser in  charac te r, an d  fa r  
m o re  pernicious in  th e ir  consequences w hich 
m ee t w ith  no pun ishm en t w h a te v e r;  b u t w hich 
a re  a ctually—to  some e x te n t a t  le a s t—honoured, 
im ita te d , an d  rew arded . N e e d I  enum erate  ava
rice , g lu tto n y , th e  g reed  of personal, social, l i te 
ra ry , o r political d istinction, th e  th ir s t  o f a p 
p lau se , th e  love of dress, and  th e  cravings o f sen
su ality . These a re  in  fu ll force a ro u n d  u s , a n d  
th o se  w ho practice th e  m ore vu lgar vices, o r  th e  
m ore  v u lg a r form s of vice, feeling  w ith in  th e m  a  
ro u g h in s tin c to f justice, ex c la im :— “ W h y  should  
I  be  p un ished  fo r  g e ttin g  in tox icated , o r fo r p ick 
in g  a  m an’s pocket, w hen  th e  filth y  sensualist, 
th e  frau d u len t tra d e r, a n d  th e  m an  w ho robs 
h u n d red s  o f h is fellow  creatu res  b y  concocting a  
bubble  com pany, an d  dissem inating  falsehoods, 
Is n o t on ly  n o t pun ished , b u t is  honoured , a n d  re 
w arded  ;  perhaps, even, is selected to  assist in  
m ak ing  th e  v ery  law s b y  w hich X a m  adjudged to  
b e  fined o r im prisoned fo r th e  com paratively  t r i 
v ia l offence I  have com m itted  ?”

T h e  p rinc ip le  o f love to  o u r  neighbour, how 
ev e r , canno t receive its  p e rfec t developm ent, 
u n t i l  w e fu lly  com prehend th e  u n ity  o f th e  
w hole  hum an  race, and  u n d e rs tan d  th a t  th e

“  fam ily  of m an k in d  ”  b  som ething m ore th a n  a  
conventional ex p re ss io n ; th a t  i t  im plies th e  
closest re la tionsh ip  as w ell as th a t  id e n tity  o f 
in te re s t w hich is fe l t  am ong th e  m em bers o f th e  
sam e household. Selfishness, in  t ru th ,  is  a  huge  
m is ta k e ; an d  fo r th is  obvious reason, t h a t  i t  
m isses th e  very  ob jec t a t  w hich i t  aim s. N o  
selfish m an  is, o r  ever w as, o r ever w ill be  happy. 
Y o u  h ave  on ly  to  look  a t  h is  face to  be assured  of 
th e  fact. A n d  y e t, w h a t is th e  aim  o f a ll selfish
ness ? I s  i t  n o t to  p rom ote  th e  happ iness o f th e  ■ 
ind iv idua l, no  m a tte r  a t  w h a t sacrifice to  th e  
happiness of those w ho  su rround  h im . Show  m e 
a  m an  w ho  Is suprem ely  selfish and  sup rem ely  
happy , a n d  I  w ill u n d e rta k e  to  show  you, in  
re tu rn , th e  philosopher’s  s tone, o r to  p resen t you 
w ith  th e  e lix ir  of life.
,  I t  is  w isely ordained  b y  o u r  A lm igh ty  F a th e r , 
th a t  no  one h u m an  being  shall a rriv e  a t  th a t  
w hich  is th e  a im  o f a ll  hum anity , save b y  th e  
sim ple, n a tu ra l, u n ique , an d  e te rn a l w ay  of con
fe rr in g  happ iness upon o thers . I n  p ropo rtion  as 
th is  is d o n e ,|in  p ropo rtion  as a  m an th in k s , ac ts, 
a n d  labou rs fo r  h is  fe llow  creatu res, w ill h e  
s e c u re th a t indestruc tib le  enjoym ent a n d  im perish 
ab le  d e lig h t w hich  a re  th e  secure possession a n d  
th e  ap p ro p ria te  rew ard  of th e  tru ly  benevolent. 
N o r  does th is , b y  any  m eans, im ply  o r necessitate 
th e  neg lect of those efforts w hich a re  conducive 
to  th e  w ell-being o f h is  fam ily  a nd  h im self. T h is  
w ere  to  incu lcate  a  w holly  erroneous system  of 
e th ics. I t i s  one o f th e  conditions of h u m an ity — 
its  curse, according to  Theologians, i ts  blessing, 
according to  ourselves— th a t  a  m an  shou ld  lab o u r 
w ith  h is  hands o r  w ith  h is  head , fo r h is  ow n sub
sistence, and  f o r th a t  p f th o se  who a re  d ep en d en t 
upo n  h im . B u t each o f u s  can, an d  does, p ro 
duce  m ore th a n  is necessary  fo r th is  purpose, an d  
i t  is  th is  v e ry  o verp lus t h a t  shou ld  be devo ted  to  
th e  su p p o rt of th e  incapable , an d  th e  re lie f o f 
th e  afflicted. A nd , in s tead  o f hoard ing  u p  w ealth  
w ith  a  view  to  exem pt o u r  ch ild ren  fro m  th e  
w holesom e obligation a n d  adm irab le  d iscipline o f 
labour, i t  w ould  be  fa r b e tte r  fo r th em , a n d  fa r  
b e tte r  fo r  ourselves, if  w e  w ere  to  ded icate  th e 9e  
savings to  am elio rate  a n d  equalize th e  lo t  o f those  
a ro u n d  us. B y  doing so, w e should  v e ry  soon 
discover th a t  instead  o f com petitors a n d  rivals, 
we shou ld  be  su rrounded  w ith  coad ju to rs  an d  
helpers—w ith  eager a ss is tan ts  a n d  spontaneous 
friends.

In s te a d  o f th e  spectacle w hich  society p resen ts  
a t  th is  m om en t—th a t  o f a  h e rd  of ravenous 
beasts , each  s triv in g  to  m onopolise as  la rge  a  
p o rtio n  as possible of th e  com m on p astu rage , 
each  read y  to  fly a t  th e  o th e r’s th ro a t  th e  
m om en t th a t  pastu rage  is  encroached u p o n , an d  
each  re jo ic ing  w hen  th e  w eak er com batan ts a ra  
w ors ted  iu  th e  conflict, a n d  a re  com pelled to  
s link  aw ay, w ounded a n d  disabled, in to  th e  
ju n g le  o f w retchedness a n d  m isery—we sh o u ld  
w itness a  sp ir it  o f genu ine  b ro th e rh o o d  arise. 
M en  w ould  be  m u tu a lly  h e lp fu l, m u tu a lly  eager 
to  h e lp , m u tu a lly  rejoicing in  each o th e r s  w el
fa re , an d  m u tu a lly  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th e  p ro sp erity  
of a ll .  E go tism  w ould b e  m erged  in  a  f a r  n o b le r 
sen tim en t, and  th e  S ta te , in s tead  o f being  th e  
personification o f th a t  odious p rincip le , w ould  
becom e w h a t i t  o ugh t to  becom e—a  Com m on
w ealth , tow ards w hich  fo rm  o f governm en t and  
co n stitu tio n  o f society to  m any  vague aspira-



tio&£ are  now  tending , and  so m any  though tfu l 
meD a re  anxiously- d irecting  th e  noble E n th u 
siasm  o f th e ir  m inds, an d  th e  m ost generous im 
pu lses o f th e ir  h earts .

I  th in k  i t  m u s t be sorrow fully  adm itted  th a t  
th e  neighbourhood of m an  to  m an implies a  re 
la tio n sh ip  w hich is  a lm ost lost of s igh t in m odem  
society , ow ing to  th e  isolation in  w hich each of 
u s  lives, and  th e  strange seclusion in  w hich we
— th e  m ost gregarious of anim als—voluntarily  
im m u re  ourselves, each like  a  w ild  beast in  his 
la ir . I n  fac t, th e  v e ry  precautions we take  to  
secure  th a t  segregation, and  to  confirm w hat we 
believe to  be  o u r  safety , a re—w hen regarded 
from  a  philosophical po in t of view—ridiculous in 
th e  ex trem e. Look a t  ou r iron  railings, ou r 
h ig h  w alls, o u r doors and  shu tte rs , our safety 
locks, o u r  b o lts  an d  bars, and  a ll th e  ingenious 
a rrangem ents b y  w hich we e ith e r sequester ou r
selves from , o r  g u a rd  ourselves against, th e  in 
cursions o f o u r  fellow  m en. D o you find an y 
th in g  like  i t  in  n a tu re  except am ong th e  w eakest 
a n d  m oat defenceless o f insects—as, fo r exam ple, 
th e  trap -doo r sp iders of S ou th  A ustra lia?  W hat 
a  sa tire  is  i t  upon  m an—th e  lo rd  of th e  creation 
— m an  g ifted  w ith  m en ta l pow er so m uch in ex 
cess o f th a t  o f th e  low er anim als—m an capable 
o f  fram ing  and  obeying laws fo r his self-govern
m e n t in  society, th a t  he should  be driven  to  have 
recourse  to  th ese  devices in  order th a t  he m ay th e  
m o re  effectually  sever h im self from  his fellow  
c rea tu res, an d  p ro tec t from  depredation th e  
f ru its  o f h is  in d u s try , o r—as n o t unfrequentlp  
h ap p en s—th e  proceeds o f his w rong-doing! i s  
th is  th e  outcom e o f so m any  centuries of civilisa
tio n  X I s  th is  th e  p ro u d  achievem ent of h um anity  
a f te r  occupying th e  ea r th  fo r ages upon ages? 
H a v e  w e n o t y e t reached such a  social condition 
a s  th a t  we can affo rd  to  dispense w ith  precau
tions  w hich  a re  m anifestly  based upon th e  as
sum ption  th a t  every  o th e r  m an is a n  in tru d er o r  
& m arau d er ? D on’t  you th in k  th a t  barbarism — 
as w e contem ptuously  te rm  i t— has th e  advan
ta g e  of u s  in  th is  re sp ec t?  M ust th e re  n o t be 
som eth ing  te rr ib ly  u n n a tu ra l and  even ro tten , 
in  o u r  so-called civilization, w hen so m uch of th e  
s tru c tu re  of o u r d a ily  life is based upon th e  sup 
position  th a t  th e  hum an  fam ily—o r our ow n 
b ran ch  o f i t —is  n o t a  brotherhood, b u t a n  aggre
ga tio n  of th ieves  a n d  suspicious p e rso n s; a n a  
t h a t  th e  secure enjoym ent o f life dem ands ind i
v id u a l isolation, an d  com pelsam utual denial of th e  
p rinc ip le  th a t  G od m ade a ll  m ankind of one flesh ? 
C ustom , how ever, h as  so brazed o u r m inds, and  
c louded  o u r  facu lties  th a t  w e fa il to  discern th e  
shocking inconsistencies w hich p r e s e n t  them 
selves betw een  o u r  principles and  o u r practice. 
A n d  y e t th e re  m ust be  m om ents in  the- life  of 
each o f us, w hen  th e  s till sm all voice w ith in  ad 
m onishes u s  o f th e  irra tio n a lity  an d  o f th e  u n 
n a tu ra lness  o f o u r social l i f e ; an d  when we feel 
perforce  th a t  i f  th e  question  w ere addressed to  
Us— u  W h o  is  th y  neighbour?** we should^ be  
dum bfoundered  by  th e  s ta r tlin g  interrogation, 
and  hu m ilia ted  by  o u r  inab ility  to  rep ly  to  i t  
w ith  satisfaction  to  o u r  ow n consciences.

A s G od  hqg loved u s—w e are  to ld —so should 
w e love one an o th e r. T h is is, of course, b u t  a  
figurative expression ; fo r H is  love to  u s  is in 
fin ite  an d  inexhaustib le , w hereas ours tow ards 
o u r fe llow  m en  is, o f necessity , finite And

lim ited. B u t th e  very  know ledge o f th e  im 
m ensity  o f th e  D ivine Love to  m a n —w hereof th e  
proofs lie  a ll  around  us, in  th e  w hole schem e o f 
creation a n d  progression—ought to  in sp ire  u s  
w ith  th e  deepest and tru e s t  affection fo r  o u r  
fellow  creatures, m ade lik e  ourselves in  Tfi« 
sp iritual image, destined  to  im m ortality , an d  
capable o f being  advanced in  th e ir  up w ard  p a th , 
by  th e  m anifestation  tow ards th e m  of th e  lo v e  
of th e ir  neighbours. F or, in  th is  p rinc ip le  of 
love lies th e  t ru e  germ  o f progress. Q uicken i t  
in  th e  m inds of those in  w hom  i t  is do rm an t, and  
you become th e ir  benefactor. T hey in s tinc tive ly  
tu rn  tow ards th e  F a th e r  o f Love, as  th e  p la n t  
tu rn s  tow ards th e  ligh t—as th e  in fa n t b ends  its  
eyes in  tru s t  and  tenderness upon  i ts  m o th e r 's  
face. F rom  th e  love of G od, once estab lished  as 
a  v ita l and grow ing princip le  w ith in  u s , springs 
th e  desire to  know  H im  as reflected  a n d  re 
vealed in  H is w orks objectively, and  in  ourselves 
subjectively. A nd  th e  m ore in tim a te ly  we 
become acquain ted  w ith  b o th , th e  m ore p a tien tly  
and  profoundly  w e study  th e  A lm ighty  M ind  in  
th e  infinitely  g rea t and  in  th e  in fin itely  l i t t le — 
in  th e  life w hich swarm s in  a  d rop  o f w ater, a n d  
in  th e  m yriads of solar system s w hich a re  d is
tr ib u ted  th ro u g h  space—th e  n ea re r sh a ll we be 
draw n tow ards H im , th e  m ore fe rv id  w ill becom e 
o u r adoration , an d  th e  m ore im m titab le  o u r  
fa ith  in  H is  suprem e pow er, and  in  H is  u nspeak 
able love. F o r , as I  took occasion to  re m ark  p re 
viously, knowledge brings fa ith . T o  love God 
is to  o io w  H im , an d  to  know  H im  is to  repose 
unshaken and  imm ovable t ru s t  in  H is  ben ignan t 
Providence, H is  unceasing care, H is  im m easur
able kindness, H is  unbounded affection.

Knowing, therefore , w ha t is  H is  love to  u s— 
can we impose a ny  lim its  upon  o u r  love to o u r  
fellow  men ? I f  we would endeavour to  repay—  
fo r th e  endeavour is a ll th a t  is possible to  u s—  
H is  love to  m an, in  w hat w ay  can w e do so m ore 
effectually th a n  b y  loving o u r neighbour even  as 
H e  has loved u s  ?

Reflect fo r a  m om ent w h a t a  “  P arad ise  R e
gained”  th is  e a r th  would becom e if  w e could 
eradicate from  ou r na tu re  th e  princip le  o f sel
fishness w hich now  reigns so un iversally . A ll 
in justice  w ould cease as a  m a tte r  o f necessity . 
N o  n a n  w ould inflict upon  an o th e r th e  w rong 
w hich h e  w ould  be unw illing  th a t  an o th e r should  
inflict upon him self. N o  m an  w ould b e  in te m 
perate , violent, o r s lo th fu l, because h e  w ould  
feel th a t  th e  consequences o f h is  m isconduct 
w ould be p a rtia lly  v isited u po n  o thers. N o  m an 
g ifted  w ith  a  superabundance o f m en ta l pow er, 
o r  of m ateria l w ealth , w ould  w ithho ld  a ny  p o r
tio n  o f i t  from  those w ho a re  “  in  need , sickness, 
o r a n y  o th e r adversity  f  a n d  th e  n u m b er o f th e  
la t te r  w ould b e  m ateria lly  dim inished, because 
each person w ould feel th a t  th e  fu lfilm ent o f h is  
d u ty  to  his neighbour involved th e  exercise o f 
diligence an d  fo rethough t, tem perance  a n d  p ru 
dence, on h is  p a r t : so  th a t ,  w hile  th e  p rinc ip le  
o f benevolence w ould susta in  a n  im m ense expan 
sion on th e  one han d , th e re  w ould  be a  com 
m ensurate  contraction of th e  sphere  o f its  efforts 
on  th e  o ther.

| A n d  are  w e to  be to ld  t h a t  such  a  s ta te  o f 
society as is h e re in  shadow ed is  visionary  and  
U to p ian ?  T h e  m en  who reason th u s  v irtu a lly  
d eny  th e  d i m e  elem ent in  th e  e th ical teachings



o f  th e  N ew  T estam en t. T hey  declare, in  effect, 
th a t  th e  h ighest teachings of insp ired  m en  in  a ll 
ages h a re  no v a lid ity  o r  value—are  illusory  a n d  
deceptive. God fo rb id  th a t  such  a  conclusion 
should  ever be e n te rta in ed  by  th e  fam ily  of m a n ; 
fo r  i t  w ould  s tr ik e  a t  th e  ro o t o f a ll progress, 
an d  w ould be in  d irec t con trad iction  to  th e  voice 
w hich  speaks w ith in  us—to  th e  in te llec tu a l in 
s tin c ts  w hich assures u s th a t ,  even  up o n  th e  
e a r th , m an  is capable of d raw ing  n earer th e  
angels in  sen tim en t an d  a c t io n ; an d  th a t  th e  d ay  
w ill come w hen th e  an im al w ith in  u s  w ill b e  su b 
ju g a ted  a n d  destroyed, an d  w hen  w e  shall s tan d  
n ea re r to  o u r A lm igh ty  F a th e r  in  v ir tu e  o f o u r  
c loser approach to  th e  angelio n a tu re s  above a n d  
a ro u n d  us.

A ll th e  day-dream s o f th e  p a s t—a ll  th e  visions 
o f  m an’s perfectib ility—dim  suggestions as  these  
w ere  o f h igher possibilities w ith in  h im —w ill be 
rea lised  and  fulfilled w hen  th e  t ru e  princip les of 
h u m an  b ro therhood  begin to  be  recognised a n d  
acted  upon. In s te ad  o f being, as i t  is, a  m ena
gerie o f w ild  beasts, in  w hich  w e  see th e  w orst 
passions of o u r an im al n a tu re  disp laying th e m 
selves in  greed , cunning, an d  fe roc ity , w e shall 
w itness a  genuine sen tim en t o f benevolence an d  
ph ilan th ropy , ta k in g  possession of m en 's  m inds. 
I t  w ill sp read  o u tw ards from  those  o f  a  few  to  
those o f th e  m u ltitu d e . F o r  am ong  th e  m ost 
igno ran t a n d  th e  m ost unim pressionable th e re  is 
to  be  fou n d  a  la te n t sense o f goodness a n d  ju s 
tice , an d  a  capacity  fo r appreciating  nob ility  a n d  
unselfishness of conduct. Show  a  d isin terested  
action  to  th e  m ost selfish m an , a n d  convince h im  
th a t  i t  is  w ith o u t base  alloy , a n d  h e  w ill adm ire  
i t  in  sp ite  o f h im self. M u ltip ly  d isin te rested 
ness u po n  th e  e a rth , e x h ib it th e  spectacle of on ly  
a  h u n d re d  m en  liv ing  d isin te rested  lives an d  
labou ring  fo r  o thers, an d , believe m e, y o u  w ill 
find  thousands follow ing th e ir  exam ple. F o r  
th e re  is th is  paradoxical charac te ris tic  a b o u t u n 
selfishness t h a t  i t  is  th e  m ost selfish p roceed ing  
o f w hich  a  m an  is capable. To p u t  th e  paradox  
in  o th e r  w ords, th e  g rea te r th e  am o u n t of h ap p i
ness a  m an  diffuses a round  h im , th e  g re a te r th e  
sto re  o f happiness h e  gam ers u p  fo r  h im self bo th  
h e re  a n d  h ereafte r. A n d  happ iness is, avow edly, 
o u r  “  being’s end  and" aim . W e  a re  alw ays 
s triv in g  a f te r  and  strugg ling  tow ards  i t .  T he  
avaricious m an , th e  sensualist, th e  s tu d en t, th e  
sta tesm an , th e  m erchan t, th e  specu la to r, an d  
th e  exp lorer—each is  labouring  fo r  th e  acquisi
tio n  o f c e r ta in  m eans, o r  of a  certa in  position  o r 
Teputatdon w hich h e  regards as indispensable to  
th e  a t ta in m e n t of a  given  end—th a t  end  being 
happiness. L e t  m e ask  y ou  h o w  m any  of these  
a re  successful in  th e  ach ievem ent?  T h ey  acquire, 
pe rhaps, w h a t th e y  h ave  been  accustom ed to  
consider as th e  m eans, b u t  th e  e n d  is  a s  ju s t  as 
f a r  from  th e m  a t  th e  d o s e  of th e i r  caree r as  a t  
i t s  com m encem ent.

“  A h  t”  said  a  poor fr ien d  of th e  la te  B aron  
R othsch ild , as  h e  e n te red  h is  office in  P a ris , a n d  
fo u n d  h im  Burrom ided by  th e  docum entary  sym 

bols c f w e a lth , “  W h a t  a  h a p p y  m an  y o n  m u st 
b e !”  “  C all m e n o t h ap p y , said th e  cynical 
Croesus, “  u n ti l  you  see  m e  th ro w  a ll  th e sa  
bonds, deb en tu res, scrip , a n d  d ra fts  in to  th e  
r iv e r  Seine.”

“  H ow  I  envy  y o u  1”  s a id  a n  Am erican one day  
to  th e  w ealth ies t m an  in  N ew  T o rk . •* D o you  ? ’ 
was th e  g rim  rep ly . “ W o u ld  you  u n d e rta k e  
th e  m anagem ent o f m y  enorm ous a n d  com pli
ca ted  business fo r  no  o th e r  rem unera tion  th a n  
y o u r food, clothing, lodging, an d  pocket-m oney?”
“  N o .”  T h a t’s  a ll  I  derive  from  i t , ”  w as th e  
a lm ost p a th e tic  re jo in d e r o f  th e  o p u len t m er
chan t.

A ll 1 B u t  w ho can e stim ate  w h a t th e  losses— 
th e  m e n ta l a n d  s p irita l losses—of such  m e n  aa 
B othsch ild  h ave  b e en !  A n d  th e n  im agine th e  
eagerness a n d  rap id ity  w ith  w hich th e ir  he irs  
m ay h ave  w atched  th e ir  fa iling  h e a lth  a n d  cal
cu la ted  u po n  th e ir  approaching death . D o  y o u  
suppose th a t  th e  la s t h o u rs  o f a  m an’s  life  a re  
lik e ly  to  b e  soothed and  consoled b y  th e  know 
ledge th a t  th e  v e ry  people  w ho a re  g a th e red  
ro u n d  h is  bed—w ith  w h ite  handkerch iefs in  
th e ir  h an d s  and  a  decent show  of g rie f upon  th e ir  
hypocritical countenances—a re  m en ta lly  specu
la tin g  u p o n  th e  p robab le  d is trib u tio n  o f th e ' 
dy ing  m an’s  w ealth  ! D o  y o u  im agine th a t  h e  
h im self, w ith  every  sord id  in s tin c t o f h is  n a tu re  
sharpened  b y  incessant exercise th ro u g h  life , 
a n d  w ith  t h a t  clearness a n d  p en etra tio n  of vision 
w hich  people  acquire  ju s t  befo re  physical dissolu
tio n , does n o t clearly  d iscern  th e  wolfish c rav ing  
o f  th e ir  selfish n a tu re s  g la ring  th ro u g h  th e i r  
ravenous eyes. W h a t a  valediction  to  e a r th  I - 
W h a t a  fo re ta s te  of th e  rem orse  a n d  a ngu ish  o f 
m in d  w hich m su t precede T h e  com m encem ent of 
regeneration  elsew here—th a t  is, supposing th e  
im m o rta l p rin c ip le  is n o t s e n t back  to  e a r th  
again  to  recom m ence a n o th e r  p ilgrim age u p o n  
th e  globe 1

C o n trast th e  life  a n d  d e a th  o f m en  w ho  h a v e  
liv ed  fo r  them selves w ith  th o se  o f m en  w ho , 
feeling  th e  b ro th e rh o o d  o t h u m an ity , an d  loving  
th e ir  fellow  crea tu res  because G od  first loved us, 
have  devo ted  them selves to  am elio rating  th e  
physical condition  a n d  e levating  th e  m en ta l 
ch arac te r o f  th e ir  race. T h e y  m ay  b e  poor, ob
scure, a n d  insignificant. T h e ir  nam es m ay  n o t 
b e  w ritten  on  th e  scro ll of secu la r fam e. T h e y  
m ay  h ave  b een  decried  a s  fan a tic s  o r  com m ise
ra te d  as m adm en. T hey  m ay have been fam ilia r 
w ith  Borrows lik e  C hrist, accustom ed to  hardsh ips 
lik e  Spinoza, a n d  acquain ted  w ith  pe rsecu tion  
lik e  G a lile o ; b u t  w e m ay b e  absolu tely  c e r ta in  
th a t ,  in  life, th e y  w e ie  accom panied b y  tro o p s  
of a n g e ls ;  th a t  th e y  experienced th e  peace w h ich  
passe th  a ll  u n d ers tan d in g ;  a n d  th a t  w h en  th e  
change w h ich  w e c all d e a th  occurred , itjw aa b u t  
a n  aw akening in to  a  s ta te  o f existence such  aa  
h u m an  eyes h ave  n o t seen, n o r  h u m an  e a rs  
heard , n o r  h a th  i t  e n te red  in to  th e  h e a r t  o f m an  
to  conceive, th e  g lory , th e  w onder, th e  ra p tu re , 
a n d  th e  unend ing  a n d  in fin ite  progression th e reo f.



ON ORIGINAL SIN, AND THE RESURRECTION

■ POSSIBLE TO MAN IN THIS LIFE. ' :!

T h b  re su rrec tion  o f th e  S p irit from  th e  grave of 
an im alism , typ ified  in th e  parab le  of Lazarus, 
con tains one o f those  p rofound tru th s  of w hich 
th e  u u co rru p te d  portions of th e  O ld and  N ew  
T es tam en t a re  fu ll to  overflowing. B u t m en 
looking fo r  signs, Mid wondera, and  porten ts; 
a n d  craving  fo r m iracles, as is n a tu ra l to  per
sons in  a  sem i-savage condition , m istake th e  h u sk  
fo r  th e  kernel, re a d  parab les as  narra tives of 
a c tu a l events, an d  th u s  lose them selves in a  m aze 
o f d o u b t an d  m y ste iy . F a tt in g  a  n a tu ra l in te r 
p re ta tio n  on  th ings  figurative, th e y  bring w h a t 

. th e y  read , o r  w h a t th e y  imftgine th e y  read, in to  
conflict w ith  th e  law s o f n a tu re ; an d  thus w hile, 
in  one class o f m inds, a  feeling of superstition  is 
engendered , a  sen tim en t o f scepticism  is begotten  
in  an o th e r. F o r  th e  so-called and  self-entitled  
re lig ious m an  m akes i t  a  m erit to  believe th e  im 
p robab le  an d  th e  im possible credu lity  is th e  
m easure  o f h is  p ie ty . W ith  him , belief o r fa ith  
is  a l l  in  a l l ; f a i th  is som ething w hich never h ap 
p ened , fa ith  is som eth ing  w hich  never can, and  
therefo re  never w ill, happen . A nd  th is  reve
la tio n ; m is in te rp re ted  and  m isunderstood, is 
b ro u g h t in to  d irec t antagonism  w ith  reason and  
Bcience. I t  is  assum ed th a t  th e  operations o f th e  
unchangeable a n d  unresting  laws of God .have 
b e e n  suspended  a t  some tim e, and  th a t  th e  ea r th  
bmi actually  paused  in  its  rap id  revolution on  its  
ow n a i i s ,  in  o rd e r  to  enable th e  com m ander o f a  
h o rd e  o f barbarians  to  finish a  sanguinary b a ttle  
w ith  th e  enem ies o f Israel. I t  is also assum ed 
th a t  th e  w aters  o f th e  B ed  Sea suddenly d ivided 
fo r  th e  p urpose  o f  enabling  these  same barbarians 
to  escape from  a  lan d  peopled by  a  superio r race  
to  w hich th e  fug itives h ad  fulfilled th e  sam e 
func tions  as th e  coolies in  In d ia  and  elsew here 
d ischarge tow ards th e ir  E uropean  employers.

W h a t w onder, therefore , th a t  devout m inds 
s tu d y in g  o u r H eaven ly  F a th e r  in  H is  works, M id  
in  th e  all-w se law s o f which those w orks a re  b u t 
t h e  expression a n d  th e  in s trum en t, recoil from  a  
be lie f in  th e se  th ings, and  from  th e  doctrines 

.w hich  a re  based  upon  i t  ? W h a t wonder th a t  
w eak, perverse, conceited, and  un reveren tia l 
m in d s  a re  d riv en ,in to  b lank  unbelief, and  to  th e  

• u t te r  n egation  o f G od in  H is  glorious universe !
, , B efore  w e condem n any  such—an d  instead  of 
.condem ning w e s h o u ld 'com m iserate th em  1s t 
. u s  a sk  ourselves how  fa r  th e  so-called orthodox 
. re lig ion ists  a re  responsible fo r  w hatever a th e ism 
.ex is ts  in  p rofessedly  C hristian  com m unities.

O f th e  m any  doctrines w hich shock belief, a n d  
i w h ich  h av e  re ta rd e d  o r  p reven ted  m an 's re su r

rection on  earth , t h i t  o f orig inal s in  m a y b e  re 
garded as th e  m ost pernicious. N ak ed ly  sta ted ,, 
i t  is th i s ;—A ll m ank ind  sprang—i t  is  alleged— 
from  one couple, originally  inhab iting  a  beautifu l, 
garden. . T h ey  w ere innocent, an d  th e y  w ere 
simple. T he freshness o f th e  dew y m orning was 
in  th e ir  n a tu re s, a s  i t  was upon  th e  face o f Eden.! 
T here  was on ly  one res tric tion  on th e ir  freedom . 
They m u st n o t e a t of th e  f r u i t  of a  p a rticu la r 
tree . A s a  m a tte r  of course, th e y  surveyed  th is  
fru it w ith  longing  eyes. I t  w as »to th e m  w hat 
th e  secret cham ber w as to  B luebeard’s w ife an d  
h e r s iste r in  th a t  o th e r E as te rn  ap o logue .' One, 
day  a  s o rt o f riv a l to  th e ir  C reato r, o f whose: 
previous existence th ese  guileless babes h ad  
never heard , tak in g  upon  h im self th e  fo rm  o f a  
serpen t, a n d  em ployiug a ll th e  begu iling  elo
quence o f a  dam aged archangel, coaxed th e  
wom an in to  ta s tin g  th e  f ru it .  She found  i t  very  
pa la tab le , an d  persuaded  h e r  husb an d  to  e a t i t  * 
also. H e  d id  so, and  th e n  th e  C re a to r—a  B eing 
of In fin ite  Love, and  In fin ite  Prescience—w ho h ad  
foreknow n th ro u g h  a ll e te rn ity  w h a t A dam  a n d  
E ve w ould  do , tu rn e d  th em  o u t of P a rad ise  in  
'u s t  such  a  passion as a  h u m an  being m igh t e x 
perience with, a  se rvan t who h a d  d isobeyed h im  

■just such  a  passion, indeed, as  is  com m only 
a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  gods o f th e  h eathen  m ythology. 
B y  th is  incident, we a re  to ld , s in  a n d  d e a th  
m ade th e ir  en try  in  to  th e  w orld, an d  every  child  
th a t  is b o m  in to  i t  bears th e  ta in t  o f Eve’s 
wickedness. I  am  credibly in fo rm ed ,th a t th e re  
a re  m any C hris tian  sects w hich  believe—o r  v e ry  
recen tly  be liev ed —th a t  everv  child , dy ing  u n 
baptised, i s . fo r th w ith  tra n s la ted  to  a  physical 
he ll, w here i t  undergoes endless to r tu re s , such  
as th e  im agination cannot p ic tu re , n o r  th e  
tongue describe. A n d  a ll  because o f th a t  u n 
fo rtu n a te  a p p le !  I t  is  a lm ost im possible to  
w rite , o r  to  speak  seriously on  such  a  su b jec t. 
A  belief lik e  th is  tran sp o rts  u s to  th e  v e ry  in 
fancy o f th e  hum an  race, w hen  a ll m en w ere on ly  
one rem ove from  th e  low er anim als, an d  w hen— 
as soon as th e  im aginative facu lty  began to  s t i r  
w ith in  th e m —th e y  conceived th e  m ost prepos
te rous notions o f th e  D ie ty , an d  regarded  nw« 
as a  magnified reflection of them selves.

B u t th is  doctrine  of orig inal s in  has surv ived  
th e  childhood of th e  h u m an  race. I t  is v ita l y e t. 
I t  is  believed in  by  m illions o f "beings w ho call 
them selves civilized, an d  re p u te  them selves C hris
tians. T hey  a re  ev iden tly  re lu c tan t o r  incapable 
of relinqu ish ing  i t .  T h ey  can n o t find any  o th e r 
exp lanation  o f th e  anim alism  o f m an’s n a tu re .



T h e ir  conception o f th e  A lm ig h ty  R u le r  o f th e  
U niverse—of th e  In fin ite  M ind, is as gross, de 
grading^ an d  superstitious as any th in g  yo u  w ill 
m ee t w ith  in  th e  religious beliefs of th e  m ost 
igno ran t trib es  of savages, s im ply because th a t  
^conception took  its  rise  am ong a  p rim itiv e  people, 
an d  a t  a  barbarous epoch. - - *•

T he  au tho rs  o r  com pilers of. th e  M osaic b ooks 
Were probably  ign o ran t th a t  thousands Of years 
befo re  th e  age o f th e  p a tria rch s , and  even  long 
before th e  tim e  a t  w hich th e  w ise E gyptians 
forced upon th e  serv ile  H ebrew s th e  san ita ry  
law s em bodied in  th e  book of D euteronom y, 
th re e  g rea t races of peop le  h a d  liv ed  and  
flourished on  th e  e a r th , h a d  know n, loved, and  
W orshipped th e  one t r u e  G od, an d , hav ing  
reached  th e  h ig h est stage of sp iritu a l c ivilization, 
h a d  passed aw ay  to  continue th e ir  sage and  bene
ficent existence elsew here. T h e  Je w s  knew  
n o th in g  o f th e  p u re  m onotheism  an d  ex a lted  
m ora lity  o f th e  A ncients. In  th e ir  p r id e  and 
egotism  th e y  believed them selves to  be  th e  
chosen people o f G od. T h e y  e ith e r k n ew  n o t, o r  
c ra ftily  suppressed  th e  fa c t t h a t  th e re  h ad  been 
div inely  given Revelations in  A sia  and  in  A fr ic a ; 
an d  th a t ,  in  th e  L itte r c o u n try  m ore especially, 
long before th e  days of M oses, th e  p u re s t m o ra l
i ty  was ta u g h t a n d  practised. God w as wor
sh ipped in  s im plic ity  and  t ru th ,  a  fa th e rly  form  
o f U overnm ent w as established—th e  lik e  of 
w hich has n ever b een  seen since—a r t  flourished, 
and  th e  sciences an d  inventions w hich w e fla tte r  
ourselves as being  th e  especial p ro p e rty  o f  ou r 
ow n tim e w ere know n to  th e  w hole population , 
( i s  th e  c louds o f M an’s  ignorance a re  d issipated  
w ith  respect to  th e  origin an d  a n tiq u ity  o f th e  
race^ to  w hich h e  belongs, th e  d o c trin e  of 
original sin is destined  to  b e  rep laced  by  a  
Jus t e r  percep tion  o f h is  being  an d  h is  n a tu re  
so th a t  th e  w ill o f o u r H eaven ly  F a th e r  m ay  be 
fulfilled on  e a r th  a s  i t  is  on  h igh . F o r  th e  sam e 
law  - one an d  im m utab le  -  reigns th e re  an d  here . 
I t  is  u n iv e rsa l M an canno t vary  i t —cannot, 
w ith  safety , re b e l against i t .  I f  h e  does so, he 
suffers. T h e re  is  no th in g  in  th e  w orld  o f m a tte r  
o r  o f m in d  t h a t  is exem pt from  i ts  o p e ra tio n ; 
/rad  w hen w e h ave  ascerta ined  how  i t  acts  in  th e  
fo rm er, w e  le a rn  how  i t  influences an d  con tro ls  
th e  la tte r . W e discover, also , th a t  th e re  is 
^nothing abso lu te ly  e v il ; and  th a t  w h a t w e desig
n a te  as such  is m ere  ignorance—is undeveloped 
n a tu re -  4 s good, in  th e  process o f being  evolved. 
T h is enables u s to  exp la in  a ll  t h e  m o ra l p rob
lem s  w hich h iv e  been vexing  m an k in d  fo r ages. 
M en have been  puzzled  to  u n d e rs tan d  w hy , in  
th is  beau tifu l w orld  of Ours, th e re  shou ld  appear 
to  be a  pow er an tagon istic  to  th© lo re  a n d  good
ness of th e  M ost H igh, and—as i t  seem ed to  

[ th e ir  u nen ligh tened  ju dgm en ts^ -con t inua lly  en
gaged in  th w a rtin g  H is m ost h o ly  w ill, an d  in  

.neu tra lising  H is  benevolent designs. A nd  th u s  
" it was, th a t  th e  no tion  o f a  dev il a rose, and , in 
j some fo rm  o r  o th e r, e n te red  in to  th e  religious 
system s o f n e a r ly  every b ran ch  of th e  hum an  
fam ily  in  i ts  superstitious  in fancy . T h u s  i t  was 
t h a t  m any  o f  th e  g ran d er phenom ena o f n a tu re  
w ere supposed to  be  th e  w ork  o f m alignan t and  
su p ern a tu ra l beings—gnom es, g ian ts , gen ii, an d  
dem ons.
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Ignorance  a n d  su p erstitio n  n a tu ra lly  governed 
th e  m inds o f  sem i-savage races o f m en and  
w om en b u t  one rem eve  from  th e  b ru te , and  en 
dow ed n o t w ith  reason, b u t  w ith  ju s t  a  h ig h e r 
fo rm  of in s tin c t. F o r  reason  is b y  no  m eans th e  
g ift o r  essentia l p ro p e rty  o f all m ankind . I t  is, 
in  re a lity , th e ; a t t r ib u te  of a  very  sm all n u m b e r 
— of th o se  on ly  w hose n a tu re s  h ave  been  s p iritu 
a lly  renew ed. Y ou  m ay judge o f  th e  presence 
of reason  in  a  h u m an  being  by  h is  language an d  
actions. I f  th e se  a re  guarcled a n d  governed by  
i t ,  th e  p resu m p tio n  is  th a t  h e  is  a  ra tio n a l 
an im al. H e  leads a  ra tio n a l life . T h e  w orld  
a n d  th e  p leasures of sense a re  ind iffe ren t to  h im . 
H e  fulfils h is  d u ty  to  h is  fam ily  a n d  t o  h im self $ 
but. b e  regards th e  ea r th  in  n o  o th e r  l ig h t th a n  
as a  p lace o f tem porary  sojourn. H e  is  conscious 
o f th e  d u a l n a tu re  w ith in  him —th e  anim al o r  
b estia l, a n d  th e  sp iritu a l. A ll h is  effo rts  a re  
d irec ted  to  s lay  a n a  c ruc ify  th e  f o r m e r ; an d  to 1 
re n d e r h im self m ore and  m ore susceptib le a n d  
recep tive  o f th e  l ig h t an d  lo re  w hich descend 
upon  u s  from  above. H e  is n o t  necessarily  a n  
ascetic  o r  a  recluse . O n  th e  co n tra ry , h e  prac-. 
tices self-denial w ith o u t m ortification  o r  m a
ceration . H e  does n o t sequester h im self from  
h is  fe llow  m en  lik e  th e  h e rm its  an d  m onks o f 
old, because h e  know s th a t  h is  p lace is am ong  
th em . W h en  h e  has provided fo r  th e  satisfac
t io n  o f h is  da ily  w an ts  and  fo r  th o se  o f h is  
fam ily—th ese  w an ts—reduced  to  th e i r  u ltim a te  
expression—being  few  an d  sim ple , h e  app lies  
h im self to  th e  g ra te fu l ta sk  o f assisting  h is  
fellow  c reatu res. H e  feels h is  u n ity  w ith  th em , 
and  h e  recognises th e  obligation  to  w o rk  fo r  them . 
A nd  h e  does so, in  a  s p ir it  o f cheerfu lness and  
w ith  a  lov ing  zeal th a t  a d d  im m ensely  to  th e  
va lue  o f  th e  beneficent actions h e  performs* 
T his, th e n , is th e  h u m an  an im al u p o n  w hom  
h as  been bestow ed th e  d iv ine g if t  o f reason.

N o  d o u b t, th is  doc trine  01 th e  com parative  
ra r i ty  of reason am ong oarselyes—th e  h ig h e r 
an im als—is  calcu lated  to  shock an d  s ta r tle  u s . 
B u t  h av e  y o u  ev e r  investigated  th e  springs o f 
h u m an  conduct a n d  asked yourselves—W as th e  
m o tive  pow er o f th is  o r  th a t  a ction  in s tinc t, o r  
w as i t  reason? I f  yo u  w ill on ly  d o  th is , and  do  
i t  w ith o u t prepossession o r p re jud ice , y o u  w ill 
be  am azed a t  th e  discovery  o f th e  enorm ous 
p a r t  w hich m ere ly  an im al in s tinc t p lay s  in  th e  
affairs o f  h u m an  life. T h e  fac t is, w e have b een  
accustom ed to  accept, a s  a n  ax iom atic  te n th , th e  
m e re  p resum ption  th a t  a  b road  lin e  o f dem ar
cation  separates u s  from  th e  low er an im al^  
T h e re  is  n o th in g  of th e  so rt. T h e re  a re  no  a b ru p t 
tran sitio n s  in  n a tu re . E v e ry  g rad e  o f being  
shades off in to  th e  n e x t below  i t  an d  th e  n e x t 
a b o v e i t ,  b y  im percep tib le  degrees. Y ou  canno t 
te l l  w h ere  th e  one ends o r  th e  o th e r  begins, an y  
m ore t h \ n  yo u  can  define w here  one line  o f th e  
ra inbow  te rm in a te s  a n d  w h ere  an o th e r  com
m ences. M any o f th e  so-called low er anim als 
a re  m en ta lly  superio r to  m any  h u m an  beings. 
T h e re  a re  dogs, horses, an d  e lep h an ts  g ifted  w ith  
in s tin c ts  a n d  even .with m ora l qua lities  w hich 
p lace th e m  fa r  above som e o f  th e ir  m asters. 
T h e  in s tin c ts  o f th e  fo rm er a re  g re a tly  superio r 

' to  th o se  o f th e  la t te r .  I W hich  do  y o u  suppose is
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t h e  h ig h e r in  th e  scale of being—being, as d is
tin g u ish ed  from  seem ing - th e  essence as separ
ab le  from  th e  substance—a  b ru ta l, foul-m outhed 
a n d  d ru n k en  w ood c a rte r—o r th e  docile, pa
t ie n t ,  sober, reflective horse  h e  drives, and  to  
w hose inte lligence h e  is freq u en tly  indeb ted  fo r 
th e  p re se rra tio n  o f h is  ow n life  on  m any a  d a rk  

:n ig h t w hen th e  p a tie n t a n d  m uch-enduring  q u a 
d ru p e d  p ilo ts  h is  m aster safely hom e du ring  a  
d ru n k e n  sleep  ? .

D id  y o u  ever see  a  horse  o r  a  dog  e a t o r  d rin k  
to  excess?  D id  y on  ever see any  of th e  low er 

.an im als  slaves to  sensuality  as so m any th o u 
sands o f h u m an  beings a re  ? C an we call 
a n y  m an  a  ra tio n a l c rea tu re  w ho is th e  ser
v a n t  o f vice, o r  a n y  w om an reasonable w ho is 
serv ile  to  fashion o r  fo lly ?  N o , T here  is no 

-deny ing  th e  fac t th a t  reason is th e  g if t o f a  
com paratively  sm all num ber o f th e  h um an  race.

' I t  is  th e  precious possession o f th e  sp iritua lly  
. m inded . I t  is  th e ir  passport to  th e  h igher life
* h e re a f te r ; because i t  is  God’s g ift, and  no th ing  
can  e n te r  heaven  b u t th a t  w hich cam e from  
thence. To th e  anim al, adm ission to  th e  abodes

- o f  th e  b lessed  is abso lu tely  in terd ic ted , ju s t  a& a  
. fish is fo rb idden  to  live in , o u r  a tm osphere, and
ju s t  as  i t  w ould  be  im possible fo r us, in  o u r p re- 

, s en t form s, to  b rea th e  th e  ra re r  e th e r  w hich sur- 
i ro u n d s  o u r globe. • ? . . .  ;

. I t  is  im p o rtan t, to ,b e a r  th ese  distinctions in
- m ind , betw een  m an  as a  c rea tu re  of instinc t and 

m an  as ennobled by  reason, because th ey  th ro w
-  a  flood of' lig h t upon  th e  origin o f o u r r a c e ; and
< w hen  th is  h as been clearly  ascerta ined  a n d  firm ly 
(. a n d  finally  established, th e  en tire  fabric  o f super- 
■ stitio n —founded on  th e  basis of th e  doctrine  of 
: o rig inal s in —wiU crum ble in to  dust, in  such

com plete  ru in  th a t  no  am oun t o f theological in- 
. g e n u ity  w ill ever be able, to  se t i t  u p  again.

.Man w as fo rm ed  , of th e  d u s t o f th e  ear th ,
.• w e  a re  to ld  in  th a t  venerable collection of docu- 
i m en ts , w hich con tain  so m any g rand  an d  inspired  
i t ru th s ,  in te rm ing led  w ith  so m uch  h u m an  e rro r 
i a n d  perversion , and  w ith  so m any  parables and
< legends, w hich b ib lio ters have m istaken  fo r  th e  

na rra tives  o f a c tu a l occurrences. M an u n d o u b t
ed ly  was m ade o f th e  d u s t of th e  earth . H is

• v ita l p rinc ip le  com m enced its  e a r th ly  jo u rn ey  in  
th e  m ost ru d im en ta ry  form s o f organic l i f e ; and  
thence, ev e r  advancing an d  ever expanding, i t  
co n tin u ed  its  career th ro u g h  th e  m ineral, th e  
vegetable , a n d  th e  anim a l kingdom , u n til i t  is 
in ca rn a ted  in  th e  h u m an  fo rm . A n d  even here  
i t  is  o bed ien t to  th e  saine law  of progression. I t  
passes th ro u g h  th e  savage, th e  semi-snvage, th e  
sem i-civilized a n d  th ro u g h  m any  bodies, u n t i l  i t  
reaches such  a  stage of g row th  a n d  develop
m e n t, th a t  i t  becom es fitted  to  forsake an  e a r th ly  
tabernacle  an d  to  assum e a  sp iritu a l fo rm ; a n a , 
in  th is  glorified shape, is priv ileged to  com m ence 
th a t  progression th ro u g h  th e  realm s above, w hich 
w ill be  e te rn a l in  duration .

So m an  becom es a  liv ing  s o u l :—Called o u t  of 
th e  infin ite  p a s t to  p u t  on  a n  individual fo rm , 
a n d  to  live  thencefo rw ard  in  th e  in fin ite  fu tu re  
7—a  being  recognisable by  o th e r  beings—never, 

■in a l l  th e  changes of form , losing th e  u n ity  a n d  
id en tity  o f  ..essence-T-one in  him self, a n d  one

also w ith  G od, so soon a s  h e  h as undergone th a t  
sp iritu a l regeneration , upo n  w hich theologians 
nave bestow ed th e  ep ith e t o f being  “ b o ra  again.”  
In  such a  genealogy, th e re  is m uch to  hum bie  
m an’s  p ride— to  abase i t ,  indeed, to  th e  v e ry d u ^ t 
from  w hich h e  sp ra n g ; b u t  w ith  such  a  fu tu re  
th e re  is even rth ing  th a t  shou ld  ennoble h is  aim s, 
purify  h is  life, ex a lt h is  actions, and  in sp ire  h is  
hopes. A n d  consider, fo r a  m om ent, w h a t a  
m agnificent conception i t  gives u s  o f A l
m igh ty  P ow er and  of A lm igh ty  Love. Con
tra s t  th is  account of m an’s origin w ith  th e  
poetical allegory  contained in  th e  ear lie r  chap
te rs  of G enesis, an d  y ou  w ill a t  once p e r
ceive how  consonant th e  fo rm er is w ith  m en’s  
h ighest reason -  w ith  God’s boundless beneficence 
an d  how  th e  la t te r  resem bles a  fa iiy  ta le  in v en ted  
to  satisfy th e  inquiries a n d  , beguile th e  a tte n tio n  
of th e  H ebrew s in  th e  infancy of th e ir  c ivilization. 

On th e  one h a n d  w e h ave  th e  sto ry— eviden tly
borrow ed from  th e  o lder l ite ra tu re  o f In d ia —of 
one p a ir o f h u m an  beings p lan ted  in  a  b e au tifu l 
garden, b y  a  d e ity  who cam e down to  rec rea te  
h im self l ik e  a n  o rdinary  m o rta l in  th e  shady  
groves o f  th a t  garden in  th e  cool of th e  evening. 
H U  pow er w as so feeble a n d  h is fo resigh t so w eak  
th a t  he  could  n o t exclude from  th en ce  a  r iv a l 
d e ity  o f g rea te r in te llec t and  capacity  th a n  him* 
self. So th e  la t te r  cam e, saw , an d  overcam e th e  
sim ple earth -roan  and  h is  credulous w ife ; and  
because th e se  tw o  yie lded  to  a  tem p ta tio n , w hich  
th e y  w ere obviously u n fitted  to  re s is t, th e y  w ere  
d riven  o u t o f E d en  in to  th e  b leak  a n d  d re a ry  
w ilderness, which, was cursed  w ith  s te r ility  on  
th e ir  a cc o u n t: a n d  th u s , as I  h ave  said , s in  a n d  
dea th  a re  trad itio n a lly  rep o rted  to  h ave  m ade 
th e ir  appearance in  th e  w orld . R eflect u p o n  
th is  parab le  o r a llegory fo r  a  m om ent—d iv est i t  
of th e  superstitious  veneration  w hich has grow n 
u p  a round  it ,  an d  how  w ill i t  p resen t itse lf  ,to 
y o u r m inds ? A s th e  ch ild ish  faney of m an  in  th e  
very  infancy of h is  in te llec t—m an incapab le  of 
conceiving o f a  Suprem e B eing as a n y th in g  b e t
t e r  th a n  a n  exaggerated  a n d  d is to rted  reflection 
of h im self — capricious, irr itab le , jealous, 
vindictive.

Now, look  a t  th e  o th e r  version of m an’s  origin
— th a t  w hich  rep resen ts  h im  as susceptib le  of 
infin ite  progression—th a t  w hich reveals hi>i to  
us as  a n  e te rn a l p rinc ip le , em anating  from  
G od in  th e  firs t instance, u n d erg o in g , in fin ite  
changes o f form , and  y e t  im m utab le  in  essence, 
each  change being  a n  im provem ent an d  a n  
advance u p o n  i ts  predecessor, an d  each  conduct* 
ing  h im  by  slow  and  g rad u a l stages to  a  h igher 
life, endow ed w ith  la rg e r pow ers Mid finer 
faculties, u n t i l— even tually  divorced from  m a tte r  
an d  from  a ll  form s o f  p lan e tary  life—th a t  im 
m o rta l p rincip le , c lo thed  in  a  sp iritu a l body, 
forsakes th is  “  d im  d iu rn a l sphere,”  a n d  com
m ences i ts  m agnetic  a n d  ascending maraTi 
th ro u g h  e te rn ity , accom panied b y  th o se  i t  has 
know n a n d  tru ly  loved on  e a rth .

I n  such  a  schem e o f creation  a n d  evolu tion , 
th e re  is no  room  fo r th a t  m onstrous inven tion  of 
th e  theologians called “  orig inal s in .”  I t  could 
find no  p lace in  it .  W ould  th e y  b lasphem e th e  
A lm igh ty  b y  im p u tin g  to  ^H im  th a t  H e , th e
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Sinless, th e  A ll-w ise / th e  A ll-good, th e  A ll- 
loving, is capable of c reating  sin  ? H a v e  th e y  
ever th o u g h t of th is  ? H ave  th e y  ev er perceived 
th e  abso lu te  im possibility  o f th e  th in g  ? T here  
could be no  o rig inal s in  in  th is 'w o r ld  o f ours 
unless by  th e  d iv ine fiat' an d  th e  d iv ine perm is
sion. I t  w ou ld  be irreconcilab le‘w ith  H is  a t t r i 
butes, inconsistent w ith  H is n a tu re , incom patib le 
w ith  H is  p urpose. W h at w e m orta ls  call “ s in "  
is on ly  an o th e r  nam e fo r  ignorance —ignorance o f 
H is  la w s ; ignorance o f. H is  h o ly  w ill. T h a t 
ignorance h a s  to  b e  w orked  o u t o f u s ;*  and  as 
th e  schem e o f creation  an d  evolution  necessi
ta tes, on  th e  p a r t  o f each  o f u s , m an y  reappear
ances on  this e a r th , rep ea ted  oppo rtun ities  a re  
th u s  a fforded to  u s  o f g rad u a lly  d ivesting  ou r
selves o f th e  tram m els o f ignorance, g radually  
sub jugating  and  slaying  th e  b east w ith in  us, and  
of th u s  ev en tu a lly  ascending to  a  sp iritu a l a l t i 
tude , even  on  th is  globe, b y  th e  a tta in m e n t o f 
w hich w e b rin g  ourselves v e ry  n e a r  th e  angelic 
beings w ho aw ait o u r  ad v en t in  t h e  life  to  come.

I f  m an k in d  w ould only s tu d y  th e  law s o f th e ir  
b e in g ; w ou ld  o n ly  perceive h o w  gracious o u r 
loving M aker is to  each  of us. h o w  large is  th e  
lib e rty  h e  accords u s , how  rep ea ted  th e  oppor
tun itie s  h e  affords u s  o f “  ris ing  on  th e  stepp ing- 
Btones o f o u r  d ead  selves to  h ig h e r th ings,”  i t  
w ould  com pletely  change th e  w hole te n o r  of 
hum an conduct—th e  w hole course o f h u m an  
affairs. C onsider how  exquisite  th e  tenderness dis
p layed  b y  o u r In fin ite  F a th e r  in  d raw ing  th e  veil 
o f obliv ion  over th e  previous existences o f each 
o f us. N ow  a n d  th e n  w e catch  d im  g lim pses of 
them . W e  v is it s trange  places which, a re  
curiously  fam ilia r to  u s ;  w e  h e a r  voices an d  
m elodies in  w hich  th e re  a re  to n es  th a t  vibTate 
m ysteriously  in  o u r  m em ories; a n d  w e h ave  a  
vague  consciousness—an d  often tim es a  s ta r tlin g  
conviction—of repeating  actions an d  w ords p e r
fo rm ed  o r spoken in  som e f a r  off an d  incom pre
hensib le  epoch. B u t beyond th is , a l l  is  d o u d  
a n d  th ic k  darkness. A nd  m ercifu lly  so. O th e r
w ise, w h a t rem orse , w h a t reg re ts , w h a t rep in ings 
w ould  overw helm  each of u s ! T he m end ican t 
w ho  m ay have b een  a  m onarch  in  h is  fo rm er 
Incarnation  w ould  experience a  feeling o f incon
solable w retchedness in  con trasting  h is  bygone 
s ta te  a n d  sp lendour w ith  h is  p re sen t abasem ent 
a n d  m isery. T h e  poo r household  d rudge  who 
m ay  h ave  b een , in  h e r  fo rm er s ta te , a  re igning  
b eau ty , th e  p e tte d  a n d  pam pered  idol o f a  c o u r t o r  
cap ito l, w ould  be  te m p ted  to  escape from  h e r  
degradation  b y  suicide, unknow ing  th a t  h e r  new  
life  w as necessary fo r  h e r  p robation  an d  Spiritual 
advancem ent, a n d  th a t ,  o u t o f i ts  tr ia ls  and 
hardsh ips w ould  grow  t h a t  h u m ility  and  resigna
tio n , th a t  sym pathy  fo r o th e rs  and  forgetfu lness 
o f  herself, w hich m ay qua lify  h e r , w hen  sh e  has 
again undergone th e  change called d eath , to  p u t 
o n  th e  g arm en ts  of im m o rta lity  in  a  w o rld  w here  
sorrow  a n d  sighing shall pass aw ay, a n d  tea rs  
sh a ll be w iped  from  a ll eyes.

These doctrines a re  n o t  new  to  m ank ind . 
T h ey  h ave  been know n to  num bers in  a ll  ages. 
T h ey  h ave been  fam ilia r to  th ree , a t  le a s t, o f  th e  
m ost advanced races th a t  ever l iv e d ; an d  if  you  
s tu d y  th e  O ld  T estam en t b y  th e  lig h t w h ich .

th e y  w ill flash upoil i ts  pages, yo u  'w i l l  bo 
am azed a t  th e  enigm as w hich w ill b e  solved, an d  
a t  th e  m ysteries w hich w ill be  cleared  u p ; fo r, 
as  i t  is  w ritten  in  th e  B ook of K cdesiastes, “ m en  
an d  beasts have  a ll  one sp irit; so  th a t  a  > m an  
h a th  no  pre-em inence above a  beast,”  u n ti l  th e  
la t te r  is crucified w ith in  h im , and  th e re  h as been  
a  re su rrec tio n  o f th e  sp ir it  o u t  o f  th e  grave o f 
anim alism . ' ' - '•  •>

I f  yo u  w ill investigate  th e  m a jestic  schem e 
o f 1 G od 's P rovidence w ith  t h e  a id  of ! th is  
s im ple  an d  sufficient clue, y o u  w ill-d iscover 
in  i t  a  harm ony , a ' g randeu r, a  > b eau ty , a n  
ab so lu te  ju s tic e  a n d  a  fa u ltle ss  perfection , 
w hich  have  n o t  o therw ise m an ifested  them selves 
so viv id ly  a n d  com pletely. B u t  people sh rin k  
from  w hatsoever ten d s  to  u nderm ine  a n d  d estroy  
th e ir  venerab le  a n d  dearly  cherished  su p ersti
tions. T hey  re fuse  to  p u t  aw ay  child ish  th in g s . 
T h ey  c ling  to  th e  d o c tn n e  of O rig inal Sin, a s  if  
i t  w ere  som eth ing  precious, som ething ho ly , 
som ething unspeakab ly  com forting. Y ou  know  
th a t  a  g re a t theologian  h a s  said  th a t  . th e re  
a re  in fa n ts  in  h e ll a  span  long. ■ T hese b lam e
less l i t t le  c rea tu re s  ow e th e ir  endless to r 
m en ts  to  o rig inal s in . T h ey  experience th e  fire  
w h ich  is n e v er quenched, a n d  th e  w orm  w h ich  
n e v e r  d ie th , because a  fabu lous w om an, in  a  
fabulous garden, a t  th e  in s tiga tion  o f a  fabulous 
serpen t, a te  a  fabu lous a p p le , ten s  o f thousands 
o f years  subsequen t to  th e  appearance o f  h u 
m an ity  u p o n  th e  earth .

A n d  th e re  a re  theologians in  o u r  ow n day—  
le t  i t  be  m entioned  w ith  sincere sorrow —w ho 
affect to  fe a r  th e  overth row  o f  C h ris tian ity  if  th o  
d oc trine  o f O riginal S in  b e  e lim ina ted  from  th e  
p o p u la r belief. A s if  an y th in g  in  t h e  w orld , o r 
o u t o f th e  w orld , w ere  capable o f overth row ing  
w h a t is  essentia l a n d  v ita l  in  C h ris tia n ity ;  a s  i f  
t h e  tw o  g rea t com m andm ents—upo n  w hich  h an g  
a ll  th e  law  and  p rophets , w ere  n o t indestructib le , 
w ere  n o t d iv ine ly  in sp ired—w ere n o t know n a n d  
p rac ticed  thousands o f y ea rs  b efore th e  C hris tian  
e ra , an d  w ill n o t b e  k n o w n  an d  p rac ticed  b y  a ll  
th e  ch ild ren  o f G od upo n  th is  e a r th , so long  a s  
th e  w orld  endures.

A h ! m en  an d  b re th re n , w hen  w e  look  a round  
u s  a n d  see w h a t a re  th e  p redom inating  super
s titions  and  w h a t is th e  p revailing  d arkness, i t  is 
a lm o st enough to  m ake  u s  feel and  believe, e ith e r  
th a t  m an k in d  is in  i t s  in fancy  s till, o r  has passed  
in to  m en ta l decrep itude  a n d  second childhood. 
I f  we w ould  on ly  tu r n  from  h u m an  theologies 
a n d  p rie s tly  inventions! to  th e  book  o f reve la
tions e v er open  b efo re  u s  in  th e  w orks o f n a tu re , 
an d  to  th a t  o th e r  book o f reve la tion  w hich  th e  
A lm igh ty  has bestow ed upo n  u s  in  o u r  ow n 
m inds, w e should  see  h o w  com ple te ly  b e lled  a ll  
theologies an d  in v e n ted  dogm as a re  b y  God’s  
w orks. W e shou ld  re a d  in  th e  l a t t e r —stam ped  
in  broad , legible, an d  ineffaceable c h a r a c te r— 
th a t  h e  is a  G od o f lo v e ; th a t  th e re  is  n o  p lace 
fo r  such  a  th in g  as orig inal s in  in  th e  w hole  
u n iv e rse ; th a t  i t  is  rep u g n a n t to  H is  n a tu re , 
an d  irreconcilab le  w ith  H is  sup rem e w isdom  a n d  
u n e rrin g  ju s tic e ; t h a t  i t  is  a n  evil im agination 
o f h u m an  ignorance, lik e  a  physica l dev il a n d  
a  physical h e ll, a n d  th a t  th e  tim e  w ill coma
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when m e n  Trill w onder' a t  arid  com passionate 
th e ir  fo refa th e rs  fo r  hav ing  clang, fo r  so m any 
cen tu rie s , to  th ese  m iserable an d  debasing relies 
o fp ag an ism . , 1 • . ^
! O u t o f darkness, how ever, com eth  lig h t, 
i ’rom  th e  shadow s of th e  p a s t em erges th e  lum i- 
,nous s ta r  w hich  w ill guide us th ro u g h  th e  fu tu re . 
W e  cast off w h a t ia o ld , an d  p u t  on th a t  which 

■is n ew . ' M an, ris ing  h ig h e r and  h igher in  th e  
'scale  o f an im a ted  beings, even  upon  ea rth , aa he 
■will c on tinue  to  do  in  t h e  w o rld  to  come, ascends 
•above th e  m ists a n d  fogs o f superstition  in  w hich 
he  w as enveloped w hile  h e  w as a  dw eller in  th e  

ivallies:;  :a n d — b rea th in g  th e  r a re r  and  p u re r 
i a i r  . o f th o  m o u n ta in  tops—bis ■ clearer vision 
-qualifies h im  to  perceive th e  darkness w hich 
.h e  h a s  le f t  beh ind  h im , a n d  to  discern the  
' b righ tness  w hich  lies  before  him . , A lthough 
(re la te d  to  th e  w orm , h e  feels th a t  h e  is also 
k in d re d  w ith  th e  angels. A lth o u g h , as  a  low er

< an im al, h is  percep tions a n d  conceptions m ay 
> h av e  b een  h ith e r to  congenial w ith  th a t  condition, 
i h e  re linqu ishes th e m  as h e  advances. H e  com
p reh en d s  God, b y  m eans o f h is  expanding in te l
ligence, an d  th e ’ g rea te r th e  g row th  of th a t

■ in te lligence, th e  m o re  ex alted  is  th e  notion h e  
form a o f th e :  a t tr ib u te s  o f th e  In fin ite  M ind. 

; I t  m u s t be* s o ;  because The d raw s' nearer to
• th e  foun ta in  o f a l l  in te lligence—-to th e  source 
i o f  a l l  know ledge—to  th e  a u th o r  o f a ll  wisdom,
- sup rem e, beneficent, a n d  all-loving. A nd  th is  
' n o b le r  an d  t ru e r  apprehension  of th e  n a tu re  of
o u r  A lm igh ty  F a th e r  en tire ly  b a n is h e s 'th e  

i venerab le  and ch ild -like  superstitions th a t  God 
■Kas created  s in  o r  sinners, th a t  b e  is  capable of

• b e in g  p ro p itia ted  by  sacrifices o r burht-offerings, 
t h a t  h e  is  liab le  to  th e  infirm ities o f a  hum an  
p a re n t, an d  t h a t  H e  sanctioned an d  p e rm itted  
t h e  d ecen t upo n  e a r th  o f a n  on ly  Son—co-equal 
in  a ll  respec ts  w ith  him self, ■ as th e  theologians

• say—b u t superior, to  th e  F a th e r  in  aff ection and  
com m iseration—to  suffer a n  ignom inious d ea th

■. u p o n  th e  Cross as  a n  a tonem en t fo r th e  sins o f an  
i insignificant fragm en t o f th e  h u m an  race : ytoso 
' Bins d e riv ing  th e ir  origin, as  has been  said, from  
.-tho sim ple fa u l t  o f a n  unsuspicious, w om an 

te m p te d  b y  one o f th e  g ran d est of th e  a rc h 
angels—t h a t  a rchangel hav ing  been expelled

• from  • H eaven , w hich  is love iteelf—fo r rebellion
against th e  O m nipo ten t. . f
• ' A re  n o t th e se  inventions o f m en—-men living 
In  th e  d a rk  a g es—m en  seeing in  th e  Suprem e 
B eing on ly  & d is to rted  a n d  magnified reflection 
o f  th e ir  ow n  feeble, variable, and  igno ran t 
n a tu re s —shocking a nd  repu lsive  in  th e  e x tre m e . 
T h ey  w ill n o t  ab ide  th e  te s t  I o f reason. .W e  
h ave  on ly  t o  reflect u po n  th em  to  perceive how  
grossly  th e y  d ishonour a n d  defam e th e  M ost  
H ig h . < M ank ind  m ay  w ell /h a v e  gone  a s tray  
tin d e r  such  delusive teach ing  as th is . P eop le  

■might w ell ta k e  refuge in  b a rren  a the ism  as an  
escape fro m  such  a  fr ig h tfu l '.c re e d ^ a s  th is . 
C h ristendom  m ay  w ell be d iv ided  in to  innum er
able  sects, each  qu arre llin g  w ith , h a tin g , an d  
persecu ting  th e  other,* w hen  such  fictions are .

- p re sen ted  t o  i t  as  t r u t h s .  T h e  h u m an  m ind 
!recoils app alled  from  th e  p ie tu ra o f  th e  A lm igh ty  
w h ich  hag been p o u rtrayed  fo r  i ts  adm iration—

say, ra th e r , fo r I ts  te rro r , by  theologians. ■ H b  
is no t p resented  as a  God of love—n o t even as a n  
affectionate F a th e r  in  th e  h u m an  sense of th e  
te rm . N o ;  he  is show n to  u s  as actually  in 
capable of foresight, an d  re s tric ted  in  pow er— 
fu ll of. childish capri.ee, rancorous vindictiveness, 
an d  c ru e l an im osity  tow ards th o  beings h e  has 
c re a te d . ;' H e  is described  as im posing conditions 
u p o n :tb e  first m an  an d  woman w hich experience 
dem onstra ted  i t  w as im possible to  obey, an d  th e n  
—a fte r  th e  lapse  of a  few  cen tu ries  -a s  hav ing  
destroyed th e  w hole of m a n k in d o n e  fam ily  
alone excepted , b y  a n  un iversal flood. T hen , 
w h en  th a t  fam ily  h a d  m u ltip lied ,, an d  i t  h ad  
b ranched  off in to  m any  na tions, G od  is re p re 
sen ted  as sanctioning an d  d irec ting  ex te rm in a tin g  
w ars betw een th a  descendants of N o a h ; a n d  aa 
p e ttin g  a n d  fo ste ring  one b ran ch  of th e  fam ily , 
a n d  dealing ru th less ly  w ith  th e  re s t.:  F in a lly , 
we a re  to ld  th a t  H e  sen t dow n B is  only.Son to  
redeem  these  p a m p e red . H e b re w s ,; b y  w hom , 
how ever, th a t  S o n —in  sp ite  o f h is  im m ortal a n d  
im perishable G odhead - is  p u t  to  d e a th  , l ik e  a  
common m alefactor, and  is re je c ted , scorned, 
despised, denied, an d  derided  b y  th e  v e ry  people 
h e  cam e to  save. j i , i . ■ . , , ■. c 

;Tbink upon  th e se ' th in g s , , P o n d e r w ell u p o n  
th e  m erely  h u m a n  and  tho rough ly  • debasing  
image, : in  w hich  th e y  p re sen t th e  ■ S up rem e 
R u le r of th e  u n iverse, a n a  th e n  te l l  m e w ho a re  
th e  sceptics a n d  th e  infidels, those  w ho  a sse rt
th a t  th is  m o n stro u s  conception o f th e  h u m an  
m ind in  i ts  infancy a n d : b arbarism , is  re a lly  a n d  
tru ly  God, o r  th o se  w ho, : W innewing aw ay  th e  
hum an  erro r,from  th e  g ra in s  of. d iv ine t r u t h  a n d  
in sp ira tio n ,, w hich  a r e . to  b e . found  in  t h e  w r i t 
ings of th e j^ ld -J in d -K ew  T estam en ts recognize, 
w o rsh ip t^ fo v j, ap d , adorSJ'the  one God—th a  
InfimfaJfokftifc. ' a - Ba ii ig fe f  Tboundlesa ■ pow er, 
bom sdleSrT visdom , and'^tKifebSless affection , 
w h p »  all^ tm u-aciW  P rov idence
includes e-«jrvt{)|ijigf^ W j r y  S a tb i o f - m a t te r ,  
e v e ta j^ je^ ted  being w ith in  l t^ tu p c n d o u s  g rasp , 
w h o N w ^ A a d k ^ m d  ii-tfc-TO /N vho, from  a ll  
E te rn H j^ ’jnfeTSSe^ i 'f l£  “sascei^en ign jin t, bene
ficent, a fe^ cb U saad . O pd ^  w hom  to  know , 
th o u g h  in  ever s o ta K T a  degree, a n d  w ith  ev e r  
such fin ite  lim itations, is happ iness—who<» to  
love, i s  o n e  o f,th e  law s o f p u r  n a tu re —w hom  t o  
approach, ia th e  im p u lse■ an d  th e  m o tive  pow er 
o f a ll progression, a n d  tow ards w hom  to  asp ire  
is o u r  h ig h est priv ilege, o u r  n ob lest d u ty , ' o u r  
m o s t . exqu isite  d e lig h t, o u r  end less, em ploy
m e n t, a n d  o u r suprem e re w a rd .,

I  w ill  now  pass o n  to  speak  o f t h a t  resu rrec
t io n  fro m  th e  b o d y w h ic h  is  possible, t o  m a n y  p f 
u s ,, even; w h ile .w e  con tinue  to  be  dw elle rs  on  
th e  ear th .; F o r  th e  sp a rk  o f  d iv in ity  .w ith in  u s , 
th e  e te rn a l p rinc ip le  w hich , . in  t h e  he reafte r, 
w ill becom e th e  M e t o ; each  liv ing  being, l i e s  
b u rie d  in  th e ,,g rav e  o f  a n im a lism ,;.an d  m u s t  
ascend from  th en ce  b efore wa ourselves can  rise , 
“ F le sh  an d  b lood," w e a r e .  to ld , “  c anno t in 
h e rit  th e  k ingdom  H eaven .”  T h e  anim al can
n o t en te r; t h e r e ;  an d  b y  t h e • an im al is  m e a n t 
n o t  m ere ly  w h a t is  coarae a n d  sen su a l,, b u t  w h a t  
we o ften  suppose to  be  p u re  a n d  .nncensurable. 
T ho an im al ia a  v e ry  P ro teu s  in  fo rm . f ik v a r i» tie »



a re  a s  g re a t a s  those  of th e  m ilatancea th ro u g h  
"Which o ttr im m ortal sp ir its  have passed. H e 
m ay  be  b ru tish  a n d  repu lsive , b u t  h e  m ay  also 
■possess th e  b eau ty  o f th e  tig e r, th e  grace of th e  
an te lope, th e  c ra ft o f th e  fox , th e  su b tle ty  o f th e  
serp en t, o r  th e  Bleakness o f  th e  dove. H is  dis- 

■guises a re  infin ite. H e  im poses o n  th e  v e ry  
b e s t o f  11s. i  m ay look dow n w ith  cu lpab le  d is
da in  upo n  th e  bestia lity  o f th e  d ru n k a rd , th e  
g lu tto n , and  th e  v o lup tuary , b u t  am  I  a lto g e th er 
cer ta in  th a t  I  a m  n o t also u n d e r  th e  dom inion of 
th e  anim al ? T o  m e, perhaps, h e  tak e s  an o th e r  
shape, l e u  coarse and  m ore seductive . H e  im 
pels  m e to  s u rro u n d  m yself w ith  elegancies an d  
lu x u r ie s ; to  find a  selfish gratification  in  th e  ex 
clusive possession o f books a n d  p ic tu res, a n d  
s ta tu es , an d  to  th ru s t  fa r  from  m e ev ery th ing  
• th a t could  offend th e  eye  o r  do  violence to  a  
cu ltiv a te d  ta s te , b y  i ts  w an t o f  beau ty , harm ony, 
'a n d  p ro p rie ty . B u t  am  I  th e  less u n d e r th e  
dom in ion  of an im alism  T In  n o  wise. I t  m ere ly  

Stakes th e  form  w hich  is  b e s t a d ap ted  to  cap tivate  
to y  senses, to  ensnare  m y  reason, a n d  to  re n d e r  
m o  less susceptib le  to  sp iritu a l im pressions. - 

O r, pe rhaps, I  am  a d ju s t  an d  u p rig h t m an , 
rigorously  correct in  m y  d a ily  conduct, ■ a n d  
sev ere  up o n  th e  m ora l aberra tions , a n d  th e  
'm e n ta l ' W eaknesses o f m y  fellow  m en . U nooa- 
'ad o u s ly  to  m yself, I  am  a  vainglorious P harisee. 
I t  is  m y  p rid e  a n d  am bition  to  s tan d  w ell in  th e  

■estimation of th e  w orld , to  be  p o in ted  a t  as a  
'good citizen ,1 a  m odel m em b er o fso c ie ty , a n  ex 
em p la ry  m an. A n i l  th e re fo re  e x em p t from  th e  

'dom inion  o f  anim alism  ? I n  no  wise.
' O r, perchance, 1 h ave  th e  am bition  to  sh ine  in  

"the  w orld  o f le tte rs , t o -see  m y  nam e on  th e  
• t itle  p age o f books, to  h e a r  i t  m entioned  w ith  
-app robation  b y  readers  a n d  rev iew ers ; and, 
d y in g  so, to  leave a n  en d u rin g  rep u ta tio n  beh ind  
,m e ?  I s  n o t th is  also an im alism  ? U n d o u b te d ly . 
T h e re  is  n o  lim it to  th e  v a rie ty  o f form s u n d e r 
•which i t  p resen ts  itse lf , n o  possib ility  o f de te r- 
rn in in g  u n d e r  w h a t aspect i t  m a y  n o t  beguile a n d  

^ le t r a y  us. *
- T h is  13 t h a t  “  b o d y  op’—so-called— “ sin,”  from  

w h ich  th e  apostle  p ray ed  to  b e  delivered  ;  a n d  
" th e  resu rrec tion  fro m  w hich o u g h t to  be  th e  
' o b jec t o f o u r  e arnest supplications, a s  w ell a s  o f
< o u r  incessan t efforts. 'N o r  l e t  i t  b e  concluded 
' t h a t  o a r  advancing  civilization—o r ' t h a t  ro tte n  
‘ th in g  w h ich  we ennoble b y  t h a t  nam e—isfav o u r- 
" ab le  to  such  a  resurrection . O n  th e  co n tra ry , i t
- 'h eaps  • n p  m ounds—nay , m oun ta in s—over th e  

g rav e  in  w hich  th e  s p iritu a l p rinc ip le  lies  b u ried . 
N o n e  o f  t h e 1 ea rlie r ‘ civilizations—I  re fe r  to  
th o se  w h ich  ex isted  before  o u r  g lobe assum ed its  

1 p re s e n t aspec t—w ere a t  a l l  com parab le  w ith  o u r 
‘m odern  c iv ilization in  its  baseness, its  • dangers,

• a n d  degradations. 1 O n  th e  co n tra ry , • th e y  w ere  
“ e ssen tia lly  sp iritu a l civilizations, a n d  th e  races 
1 w h ic h  flourished u n d e r  th e m ' w ere  correspond- 
• in g ly  su p erio r to  o u r  own.
" > A  • sp ir itu a l civilization is ' som ething, indeed, 
■'a lm ost inconceivable in  th e se  tim e s ’ w hen  o u r 
m en ta l percep tions a n d  in te lle c tu a l judgm en ts 
h ave  b een  clouded  a n d  p e rv e rte d , w arped  an d  
d is to rte d , b y  cen tu ries  o f e rro r, Ignorance, and  
m ateria lism . W e  find i t  h a rd  t o  im agine a  s ta te

of socie ty  in  w hich  th e  acquisition of W ealth 
w ou ld  have been  reg a rd ed  as an  evil o r  as  a  proof 
o f in san ity —in  w hich th e re  w ere n o  class dis
tinctions—in  w hich th e  Boil o f th e  co u n try  was 
h e ld  in  com m on—in  w hich a r t  was consecrated 
to  th e  decoration  o f c ities  an d  th e  en joym en t of 
th e  w hole  people—in  w hich m en, a f te r  provid ing 
by m odera te  to il fo r th e  satisfaction  o f th e i r  daily  
w an ts, concen trated  th e ir  energies u p o n  th e  
acquisition  o f a  tru e  know ledge—a  know ledge of 
them selves a n d  o f God th e i r  F a th e r , an d  upo n  
th e  d evelopm ent o f th e  sp iritu a l e lem ent in  th e ir  
n a tu re s. W e find i t  d ifficult to  conceive o f a  w hole 
n a tio n  liv ing  as one fam ily , u n d e r th e  ru le  o f a n  
en tire ly  fa th e rly  governor o r  c h ie f ;  a n d  w ith  no 
s ta tu te  books, o r  judges, o r  ju ries , o r law yers, o r  
policem en, b u t  obed ien t on ly  to  th e  law  o f love. 
A n d  y e t  th r ic e  w ith in  th e  h is to ry  of m an—th rice  
d n rin g  a  period  o f 27 o r  28,{K>0 years—h as  th is  
U to p ia  been  realised . B u t am ong th e se  peoples 
—before th e y  w ere g a th e re d  in  and  ta k e n  from  
th e  e a r th —th e re  had  been  a  general re su rrec tion  
o f  th e  sp iritu a l m an  o u t o f th e  an im al m a n ; an il 
to  th is  re su rrec tion  a re  w e, in  lik e  m anner, g ra 
ciously u n ited  by  ou r H eaven ly  F a th e r . •,

C om ing from  th e  an im al w e b rin g  w ith  u s , 
com pacted in  o u r  e a r th ly  fram e , th e  passions a n d  
desires o f th a t  an im a l. B u t - th e  sp a rk  o f 
d iv in ity  W ithin us, im p lan ted  th e re  a t  th e  v e ry  
daw n  o f o u r  existence, grow s an d  expands, an d  
m u  t  ev en tu a lly  b u rn  a n d  destroy  , a l l  th a t  is 
e a r th ly  - a l l  th a t  is bestia l in  o u r  n a tu re . Y e t 
th e  conflict is  a  s trenuous  a n d  p ro trac ted  o n e  be
tw een  th e  tw o  princip les—th e  d iv ine  a n d  th e  
an im al. T h a t w hich  is  m a te ria l, being  also 
v isib le  a n d  tan g ib le  to  u s ,  is  very  p recious in  o u r  
eyes. T h a t w hich is  im m ate ria l a n d  im m ortal, 
be ing  invisible, in tang ib le , a n d  im ponderable, -is 
in  m any  instances alm ost, i f  n o t a ltoge ther, dis
believed in . W e  w orsh ip  ourselves w b ea  we 
o u g h t to  w orship  th e  C rea to r an d  F a th e r  o f n s 
a ll.  W e  seek  o u r  ow n h o n o u r a n d  g lo ry  w hen  
w e shou ld  seek to  h o n o u r a n d  g lorify  H im , by  
liv in g  in  obedience to  H is  h o ly  law s, b y  a sp iring  
tow ards H is  excellence, a n d  b y  d irec ting  a l l  o u r  
th o u g h ts  to  th e  c u ltiv a tio n  a n a  developm ent of 
t h e  e te rn a l princip le  w ith in  us.

T ak e  th e  life  of th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  n s , an d  
analyse  i t  b y  th e  l ig h t o f d iv ine ly  illu m in a ted  
reason , a n d  w hat is i t ?  H ow  is  i t  sp en t?  T h is 
stage  in  o u r  ex istence— “  th is  b an k  an d  shoal of 
t im e ” —is a  m ere  p o in t—a  scarcely percep tib le  
a n d  van ish ing  p o in t in  t h e  endless record  o f o u r 
e te rn a l d u ra t io n ; b u t  h o w  is  i t  consum ed ? 
S tu d y  each  m an’s  em p loym ent o f - t h i s , bri>-f 
paren th esis  called  T im e, a n d  c an  an y th in g  be  
m ore  irra tio n a l—m igh t w e  n o t  v en tu re  to  say 
in sane—th a n  h is  occupation o f h is  w aking  h o u rs  ? 
D o  w e  n o t liv e  a s  i f  w e em erged  from  n o th in g  
w hen  w e  e n te red  upo n  life, am i as  i f  w e shou ld  
fina lly  cease to  b e  w hen  o u r  bodies go  dow n in to  
th e  d u s t?  A ll o u r  concern is to  g a th e r riches, 
o r  to  acqu ire  position , o r  to  ach ieve  renow n, o r  
to  indu lge a n d  p a m p e r o u r  an im a l ap p etites . 
E v e ry th in g  is  done  fo r, b y , a n d  th ro u g h  th e  
body, o r  th e  anim alised  b ra in . T h e re  is  ap p a 
re n tly  n o  v ita l conviction o f  t h e  h ig h e r n a tu re  
w ith in  o r  o f th e  h ig h e r life  beyond  n i .  .Life is
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evoted to  th e  p u rsu it o f th e  sm allest o b jec t; 
vnd those w ho im agine th a t  i t  is  becom ing to  
satisfy th e  requ irem en ts  of oonscienoe, an d  to  
defer so f a r  to  th e  p o p u la r beliefs as to  acknow 
ledge th a t  th e re  is a  h e rea fte r—suppose th a t  i t  
is capable o f being p urchased  b y  se ttin g  ap a r t a  
po rtion  of one d ay  in  every  seven to  th e  re p e ti
tion  o f c e r ta in  w ords, a n d  to  lis ten ing  to  certain 
discourses—by  n o t transgressing  in  an y  open or 
scandalous w ay  th e  T en  C om m andm ents in  th e  
o rd inary  affairs o f life, an d  by doling o ttt a  few 
guineas to  various in s titu tio n s  w hich undertake  
to  p e rfo rm  a  v icarious benevolence fo r th e ir  con
trib u to rs .
. C om pare t h e  com m only received idea l of 

hu m an  life  w ith  th e  h ig h e r ideal s e t before u s by  
th e  in sp ired  m en  o f o ld , a nd  observe how  u tte rly  
d issim ilar th e  tw o  are . B y th e  la t te r  w-i find i t  
declared  th a t  th e  body  is a  m ere  gross, bulky, 
encum brance o f  th e  sp ir it ,  requ iring  noth ing  
m o re  a t  o u r  hands  th a n  to  be m ain ta ined  in  
h e a l th  b y  a  p u re  an d  sim ple d ie t, b y  cleanliness, 
b y  sufficient a n d  u n p re ten d in g  clo th ing , and  b y  
m o d era te  exercise  a n d  necessary labour. W e 
a re  assured  th a t  i t  is  perishab le, an d  w e know  
th a t  so. long  as w e in h a b it i t  o u r sp iritu a l being 
c an n o t ascend to  th e  abode fo r w hich  i t  has, o r  
o u g h t to  h ave  been  p reparing  itse lf on  earth , an d  
tow ards w hich  its  p u re s t asp irations should be  
d irec ted . W e a re  adm onished th a t  a  lik e  perish
ableness is th e  a t t r ib u te  o f  every th ing  we touch 
and  ta s te , see a n d  sm ell. Decay is w ritten  upon 
a l l  a ro u n d  u s . . C hange is th e  law  of m a tte r. A ll 
t h a t  m en  lab o u r fo r—a ll th a t  th e y  w ear o u t th e ir  
s tre n g th  in  p rocuring—all th a t  th e y  rack  th e ir  
facu ltie s  a n d  ru in  th e ir  h e a lth  o f m ind and  body 
in  accom plishing, perishes. F a m e  is evanescent. 
P o w e r fa lls  from  th e  grasp  o f th e  m ig h tie s t; 
w e a lth  d isappears ; social position is  transito ry . 
S p iritua lised  m ind  alone is  im m ortal. Poets and  
ph ilosophers, sages an d  sta tesm en  h ave m oralised 
fo r  cen tu rie s  on  th e  in s ta b ility  o f h u m an  g ran 
d e u r, h u m a n  opulence, a n d  h u m an  repu ta tion . 
T h e  proofs o f th a t  in s tab ility  m ee t u s a t  every 
s tep —confron t u s  every  h o u r o f ou r lives—  
s ta r t le  u s a t  every  d e a th  o r d isas te r th a t  comes 
w ith in  th e  range  o f o u r  personal experience. 
A n d  th u s  th e  lessons o f life  serve to  reinforce th e  
m axim s o f wisdom. O bservation confirms th e  
theo rem s o f philosophy. T herefore  w e a re  con
v inced , o r  o u g h t to  be  so, th a t  th e  h igher, th e  
sp iritu a l ideal o f h u m an  life is th e  on ly  tru e  one; 
.bu t do  w e c a rry  th e  conviction in to  operation  ? 

•iWe h ave  on ly  to  look a ro u n d  us, a n d  to  w atch  
«ach  m an’s conduct, n o t  fo rgetting  o u r ow n, in  
-order to  receive a n  em phatic  assurance th a t  th e  
opposite—th e  an im al—th eo ry  of existence i s .a  
degrading , a  m istaken , and  a  disappoin ting  one. 
M o st w e n o t p ra y , a n d  o u g h t w e n o t to  s tn v e  in 
th© s tren g th  w hich w ill b e  g iven to  u s  from  
above, if  we on ly .ask  fo r  i t ,  f e r  th e  resurrection  
.of th e  a p in t  o u t  o f th e  grave o f an im alism  ?

A n d  o f th is  anim alism , a s  h a s  been  said, th e re  
a re  aa m any  form s as th e re  a re  varieties o f anim al 
• l ife ; a n d  i t  is  a lm ost need fu l th a t  we shou ld  be 
t conversan t w ith  tha t, in  o n le r  to  com prehend 
.and  to  be up o n  o u r  g ua rd  a»ainst those ;  for, as  
, th e  im m o rta l princip le  w ith in  u s has passed

th ro u g h  «o ra in y  husks o r shells o f m a tte r , ev e r ; 
enlarging, expanding, and  growing m ore  refined  
in  its  progress, an d  as th e  hum an  fram e  is th e  
final dw elling p lace of th e  sou l d r  sp ir it  up o n  
ea rth , th e re  reside w ith in  i t  passions an d  feelings 
derivative  from  in fe r io r .a n d  p receden t bodies, 
an d  pow erful in  p roportion  to  th e  g rea te r pow er 
an d  h igher developm ent o f th e  h u m an  body.’ i f  
you  look areu n d  you, you  w ill perceive, s tam p ed  
upon th e  face o f every  hum an  being, th e  visibla, 
signs and  tokens o f h is  an im al ancestiy . T hey , 
are , o f course, grosser, m ore obvious, a n d  m o re , 
legible, in  p ropo rtion  to  th e  nearness o f th e  
h um an  being to  t h e  b ird , b east, o r  fish, th rough- 
w hich his. e te rn a l p rinc ip le  h a s  passed  in  i t s  p e r
p e tu a l ascension. Y ou  m eet w ith  th e  lineam ents, 
o f th e  wolf, th e  cat, th e  dog, th e  tiger, th e  p lac id  
ox, th e  ponderous e lephan t, th e  soft-eyed d e e r , 
an d  th e  fascinating  snake, io  th e  countenances o f  
th e  m en  a n d  w om en y o u  encoun ter in  y o u r d a ily  
in tercourse  w ith  y o u r fellow  creatures. E v e n  
th e ir  figures a n d  th e ir  g a it b e tray  th e ir  o r ig in . : 
T here  is a  suppleness and  v ivac ity  in  som e, a  
slowness a n d  heaviness in  o thers—a  n e rv o u s  
m obility  here , an d  a  disposition to  inac tiv ity  an d  
s lo th  th e re—w hich  fire d istinctively  ind icative  o f  
origin. So, too, w ith  th e  am azing varie ties  o f  
w alk, and  th e  equally  w onderfu l d iversities o f 
voice, am ong h u m an  beings. N o  tw o  a re  a lik e , 
an d  each bears th e  indelib le im press o f i t s  an im al 
ancestry . . A s we g e t fa r th e r  an d  fa rth e r, by  
successive incarnations, from  o u r b estia l fore
runners, th ese  characteristics a re  softened d aw n . 
T h e  anim al becom es finer a n d  f in e r; b u t  w e caa  
never w holly  o b lite ra te  th e  h e ra ld ry  o f o u r  
fam ily . . ■ r

I  know  n o t  w h e th er, in  those  barbaric  devices 
o f th e  o ld  fighting tim es, w hen  m en  crested  th e ir  
he lm ets w ith  th e  carved head  o f some an im al, 
th e re  m ay  n o t have been  a n  in s tin c tiv e  recognir 
tio n  of th e  re la tionsh ip  be tw een  th e  h ead  ber 
n e a th  a n d  th e  h e ad  above th e  v is o r ;  b u t  c erta in  
i t  is, th a t  am ong th e  p u re ly  savage tr ib e s  in  
m any  p a rts  o f th e  ea r th , th e re  prevails a  w orsh ip  
of c erta in  o f th e  low er an im als, founded  upo n  a n  
acknow ledged sense of som e m ysterious k in sh ip  
betw een th e  w orshipping savage an d  t h e “  to te m ?  
h e  adores. ■. f

A nd  i f  e ach  o f u s  p reserves ineffaceahly in  o u r  
m a te ria l fo rm s som e o f th e  physical ch arac te r
istics o f th e  anim als th ro u g h  w hich w e have 
ascended in  th e  scale o f c reation , is  i t  n o t reason
ab le  to  conclude—ia i t  n o t  a  fa c t dem onstrable  
b y  observation an d  experience—th a t  w e b ring  
w ith  u s  in to  th e  h u m an  life  th e  in s tin c ts  and  
propensities  o f o u r fo rm er s ta tes  o f  ex istence? 
S tu d y  th e  charac te r, a n d  w h a t ia  .called th e  
n a tu ra l bias, o f each ind iv idua l, a n d  i f  yo u  pos
sess sufficient pow ers o f d iscernm ent an d  discri
m ina tion  to  dete rm ine  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  an im al 
th ro u g h  w hich  his s p ir i t  passed, im m ediate ly  
before  h e  began—as *< b ru tish  earth -m an —to  
clim b th e  la d d e r o f  hum an ity , yo u  w ill be 
s ta r tle d  b y  th e  correspondency w h ich  p resen ts  
itse lf betw een h is  m ere ly  an im al p ropensities 
an d  in s tinc ts, and  .those of h is  rem o te  ancestor. 
These m ay  b e  modified, by  c ivilization, b u t  th e y  
.are fundam entally , id e n tic a l .. T h e  .ravenoiu .am -
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m al w i l lb d  ravenous s till, n o 'm a t te r  in ’ W h at' 
g rade  of life  h e  m ay  be  placed. T h e  oceature 
w h ich  was h is  p re y  fo rm erly  m i l  he  so still. 
T h e  sp ider m ay  sp in  h is  web in  th e  offioe of an 
u su rious m oney len d er, a n d  th e  flies m ay  be 
transfo rm ed  in to  necessito u s ' 'b o rro w ers ; b u t  
th e ir  m u tu a l re la tionsh ip  rem ains unchanged: 
T h e  b ird  of p re y  m ay  b u ild  h is  n e s t in  th e  gilded 
saloons o f a  gam bling-house, a n d  th e  pigeons, o r ' 
chickens, o r  levere ts, m ay  now  appear to  u s  as 
sim ple-m inded an d ; fea therless  bip& is, flu tte r in g  
around: th e  ro u le tte  ta b le ;  b u t  th e  o ld  p red a to ry  
in s tin c t is as  s tro n g  as ev er w ith ’th e 'o b sc en e  
v u ltu re ,’ swooping dow n u p o n  h is  v ic tim s,' w ith  
a  hooked nose a n d  ■ g litte rin g  eyes, a n d  long; 
d a w -lik e  fingers. ’ ■ ' ' !
; So , too, w ith  m an y  e l  t h e  occupations o f life  

—som e of th e m  ao repu lsive  th a t  w e can n o t 
im agine a ny  persons de libe ra te ly  adop ting  th e m  ? 
A re  n o t th e se  defined fo r th e m  b y  a n teceden t 
h ab its  a n d  tendencies—th o  m ole to  th e  m ine ,' 
a n d  th e  sea-bird to  th e  c aree r o f a  sailo r ? M ay 
n o t th e  scavenger b ird s  o f e as te rn  c ities, a f te r  
th e  v ita l p rinc ip le  w hich an im a ted  th e m  h as  
passed  in to  a  h u m an  fram e, s t i l l  fulfil th e  sam e 
Useful purposes to  m ank ind , in  th e ir  m ore  a d 
vanced 1 s tages o f ■ existence, ' w hich th e y  d is
charged  fo rm erly  ? ■ A re  We n o t  a l l  fam ilia r w ith  
je w e lled ' peacocks ex h ib itin g  th e ir  iridescen t 
necks to  adm iring  o r  to  1 envious beholders, on  
civic fo o tp a th s  o r  in  pub lic  gardens ? H ave  We 
n o t seen  self-adoring  ly re  b irds, in  ballroom s an d  
elsew here,’ dancing  ro u n d  in  deep adm ira tion  of 
th e ir  volum inous ta ils  o r  s k ir ts ?  A re  w e  n o t  
*11 acquain ted  w ith  p a rro ts  arid ■ m agpies, ev er 
rep ea tin g  the  sam e com m onplaces, th e  sam e u n 
m eaning and  lifeless formulas in  p u lp its  an d  on 
p la tfo rm s?  A n d 'a r e  th e re  n o t, on  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , adm irab le  descendants—o r to  speak  m ore  
co rrec tly —ascendants fro m : th e  'p a tie n t  sheep; 
th e  fa ith fu l <log-, th e  docile a n d  m agnanim ous 
e lep h an t, and  th e  noble a n d  serviceable h o rse?  '• 

R ea d  h u m an  n a tu re  b y  th e  l ig h t  w hich  is  shed  
u p o n  i t  from  a  know ledge o f o u r  o rig in , a n d  you  
w ill find  a ll  m ysteries  m ade p la in , a l l  d o u b ts  an d  
d ifficu lties sw ep t aw ay, an d  a l l  darkness  dissi
p a ted .: N o r  is  i t  necessary  th a t  w e  shou ld  be 
versed  in  th e  in tricacies o f science fo r th is  p u r
pose; ' U p o n  th e  w hole," i t  'm a y ' be doub ted  
w h e th e r  l i te ra tu re  an d  science, un less in sp ira 
tio n a lly  g iv e n - a s  to  thfe N ew tons, th e  K ep lers, 
t h e  Baoons, and  Shakespeares o f  m an k in d —have 
n o t  b een  a  g rea te r re s tra in t  upon  th e  re a l in te l
le c tu a l progress a n d  sp iritu a l advancem ent of th e  
h u m a n 'ra c e , th a n  a  h e lp  to  i t ;  fo r  th e  Bimple 
reason th a t ' books p re v e n t a n d  repress orig inal 
th o u g h t in  each  o f  us. G o d 'h as  bestow ed upo n  
-every h u m an  being’s  m ind  capable o f a rriv ing  a t  
a l l  e a r th ly  know ledge b y  i ts  ow n independen t 
processes, if  th e  possessor w ill o n ly  a sk  fo r  lig h t 
from  above to  qu icken  a n d  Expand its  la te n t 

•capacities. O f course th e  q u a lity  o f th a t  m in d  
w fll be  la rg e ly  affected  b y  th e  p rogress w hich th e  

•individual has m ade in  th e  scale o f being '; b u t  
• th e  germ s o f  in te llec tu a l developm en t a re  to  he  
fo u n d  in  ev ery  h u m an  b ra in ;  a n d  i t  is  a  no tab le  
fa c t in  th e  h is to ry  o f o u r  race, t h a t  th e  g rea test 
hixl m o s t beneficent ’ in v en tio n s  in  tU s —th e

f o u r th 'o f  th e  seveti epochs of h u m an ity —h are ' < 
been  com m unicated  to  u s th ro u g h  m en  o f a  r e 
flective tu rn  of m in d —m en w ho th o u g h t th e ir  
ow n th o u g h ts , in s tead  o f copy ing’or: a p p ro p ria te  
ing  th o se  of o th e r  people. ' '• i r

Com m on to  a ll  m en  as is th e  change- called? 
d ea th , th e  re su rrec tion  in  th is  life  is  u n h ap p ily ; 
re s tric ted  to  a  few, th o u g h  possible to  m any . ■ 16 
o u g h t to  be  one of th e  g randest objects of h u m an  
asp iration , n e v e r th e le s s 'i t  is  one th a t  is  a lm o rt 
un iversally  neglected.' ’ W e live  fo r  th e  body—*> 
fo r  th e  an im al w ith in ' u s—an d  w e su ffe r th e  
e te rn a l p rinc ip le—th e  G od-like em anation  from ' 
above—th e  ever-living sp ir it—th e  l i g h t '- t h a t  
shou ld  b u rn  so b rig h tly , th a t  shou ld  be  a s >a  
p illa r o f fire guid ing  u s  th ro u g h  th e  h u m an  w il-f 
deraess, to  flicker fa in tly  an d  a lm ost to  d ie  down- 
in  th e  pestilen tia l a tm osphere  w hich  ’ g a th e rs 1 
ro u n d  i t  in  o u r  p rogress th ro u g h  th e  w ofld i' 
H e re  “  We h av e  no  ab id ing  p lace;”  y e t  w e th in k ' 
an d  speak  a n d  a c t a s  if  th is  w ere  indeed  t h e  
tab e rn ac le  o f o u r everlasting  re s t. W h a t  is' 
perishab le  w e cherish , ado rn , a n d  love.' W h a t ' 
is  im perishab le  we s tarve; neglect, a n d  en d ea r 
vo u r to  destroy . T h e  an im al is a ll in  a ll.  T h e  
sp ir itu a l is  no th in g  in  o u r  estim ation^ - T h o  
fo rm er undergoes a  so rt o f e a r th ly  apo theosis ;> 
w hile th e  la t te r  is  deposed , despised, a n d  m is
used . ' A  m an  h a s  on ly  to  re tire  w ith in  h im self 
arid  reflect—has on ly  to  sequester h im self f o r  ft 
few  days from  h is  fellow  creatu res; an d  liv e  
apaOBg G od’s w orks in  n a tu re —h as  on ly  to  lis te n  
to  th e ir  teachings, to  s tu d y  th e  w isdom , th e ,h a r 
m ony, an d  th e  b e au ty  o f th e  law s w h ich  goVerii 
th e ir  ex istence a n d  d evelopm ent, in  o rd e r to  b e  
conscious o f th e  m iserab le  m istake w e a ll  m ak e  
in  con tinu ing  to  b e  in  th e  g rave o f an im alism  j  
w hen  w e o u g h t to  pTay t o  o u r  H eaven ly  F a th e r  
to  in s tru c t H is  h o ly  angels  to  ro ll aw ay th e  stone 
from  th e  sepu lchre , a n d  th u s  p e rm it th e  en frau - 
ch isem ent o f o u r  im m o rta l sp ir it .  ' - 1 i1 f

■ I f  th e  pam pering  o f o u r  an im alism  w ere  con* 
ducive t o  o u r  happ iness in  th is  life , > th e re  w ould 
b e  som eth ing  in te llig ib le  iri o u r  serv ile  devotion  
to  a l l  th e  low er in s tin c ts  o f o u r  n a tu re . B u t  le t  
a n y m a n  w ho has been  s ignally  successful in  th e  
a tta in m en t o f th e  objects up o n  w hich  h e  h a s  
m ost se t h is  h e a r t—be th e y  w e a lth , t i tu la r  ra n k , 
social d is tinc tion , m ilita ry , n aval, > lite ra ry , o r  
scientific fam e—th e  ad u la tio n  o f th e  classes b e 
n e a th  h im  o r  th e  envy of th o se  a ro u n d  h im -*  
p lace  h im self in  th e  confessional before' G od; and  
th e n  answ er tru ly  to  th e  question ,' A re  you  
h a p p y  ? A n d  w h a t w ou ld  b e  h is  response ? C an 
anyone  w a lk  th ro u g h  th e  s tre e ts  o f a  popu lous 
city , like  London o r  P aris , w ith o u t being  pa in 
fu lly  s tru c k  by  th e  care-w orn, languid , haggard , 
an d  even an im a l expression  o f th e  countenances 
h e  m eets  w ith . N ow  an d  th e n  h e  sees a  b r ig h t 
and  h a p p y  f a c e - b u t  i t  is  th a t  o f. a  ch ild  o r  o f a  
young1 g irl; n o t y e t  sub jec ted  to  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  
fashion and  convention. O therw ise  all is  d a rk , 
if  n o t repu lsive . W here  is  “  th e  m ind, th e  m usio 
b rea th in g  from  th e  face ? ”  W h ere  th e  h eaven ly  
l ie h t  th a t  shou ld  p lay  u p o n  th e  hum an  coun te
nance  d iv ine  ? N e a r ly  every  face you  see bears 
t h e  im press o f a n x ie ty  a n d  care, passion o r  pa in . 
■Upon each  is w ritten  a  h is to ry —generally  sad ,
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often trag ical. l i s t e n  to  th e  conversation in  ou r 
s treets  an d  pub lic  p laces o f re so rt, an d  w hat is 
th e  b u rd en  o f i t  ? M oney, m oney, money.

O nly im agine a  h e rd  of sw ine in  som e old 
English fo rest, confabu lating  in  th is  w a y :— “  I  
have accum ulated ,’’.exclaim s an  a s tu te  boar, “ a  
bushel o f  acorns, an d  I  expec t to  m onopolise ten  
bushels b y  th e  tim e  m y  tu r n  comes to  be con
v e rted  in to  b raw n. T hese  acorns 1 shall bequeath  
to  m y  p iglings, w ith  s tr ic t in junctions to  add  to  
th e  sto re , so th a t  1 m ay  found  a  distinguished 
fam ily  o f hogs, an d  b e  po in ted  a t ,  fo r m any 
generations to  come, as  th e  rich  p ig  progenitor of 
a  long  lin e  o f  obese and  affluent sw ine.”
• V e ry  absurd , doub tless, b u t  n o t a  w h it'm o re  

so th a n  th e  conduct o f u s  h um an  beings, who 
w aste  th e  b est years o f o u r  life  in  th e  endeavour 
to  accum ula te  w h a t is' o u r  e qu iva len t to  a co rn s ; 
an d  w ho ap p ea r to  im agine th a t  i t  is  o u r d u ty  to  
exem pt o u r  ch ild ren  from  th e  wise and  beau tifu l 
necessity  o f labou ring  fo r th e ir  ow n subsistence. 
T h e  low er anim als—as w e  superciliously call 
th e m  a x e-w ise r th a n  w e are. T hey  have an  
in s tinc tive  t r u s t  in  G od’s providence. A s a  
general r u le — w ith  a  few  such w ell-known 
exceptions a s  th e  a n t, the- bee, and  th e  squ ir
re l—th e y  ta k e  n o  h eed  o f th e  m orrow . T hey  
a r e  sim p ly  subm issive to  n a tu ra l laws, and  
a re  perfec tly  hap p y , in  consequence. T hey  
know , by  a  species o f in tu ition , th a t  a s  th e 1 sun  
ro s e  th is  m orning1 a n d  th e  green le a f an d  ten d e r 

" b lade o f gross c o n tin u e d -th e ir  .grow th , and  t h e  
d e w  fe ll, a n d  th e  b lessed sunsh ine’ descended 
t ip o n th e m , a n d  a ll th e  sw ee t a n d  gracious in 
fluences o f n a tu re  com bined to  m ake th e  earth  
f r u itfu l  -and1 t o -  rep len ish  in  th o  living h o u r 
w hatsoever supp lies o f food w ere  -consumed 
o n  th e  p revious d ay , so, on  th e  m orrow , 
th e  sam e all-seeing, all-providing, all-loving 
G od a n d  F a th e r  o f u s  a ll, w ill care fo r th e ir  
w an ts  a n d  fo r  th o se  o f th e ir  young. M an 
is  lite ra lly  an d  absolutely th e  only anim al 
on  th e  face of th is  beau tifu l e a r th  w hich p rac
tic a lly  denies a n d  ignores th e  existence and  ac
t iv i ty  o f a  p a te rn a l Providence. H e  acts as  if 
th e re  w ere n o  such  th in g  in  th e  w orld, and  h e  
obstina te ly  re fu ses  to  be  enlightened by  expe
rience. H e  is p e rp e tu a lly  being  adm onished th a t  
th is  over-ru ling  Providence is a ll-pow erful and  
a ll-p e rv ad in g ; h e  sees—daily  an d  hourly—th e  
d issipation  o f w ealth  hoarded  u p J iy  m en. who 
fond ly  believed i t  w onld  endu re  fo r e v e r -- th e  
passage in to  oblivion o f nam es a n d  repu ta tions  
w hich, i t  w as con je e tp red , w ould  b e  im m ortal cn 
t h e  e a r th —a n d  th e  fu ti lity  a n d  w orthlessness of 
a l l  k inds o f h u m an  schemes o f am bition  a n d  ag
g ran d izem en t; nevertheless h e  blindly  a n d  fool
ish ly  perseveres in  fighting  against reason, 
again st reve la tion , an d  against G o d ; and , as a  
m a tte r  o f course, h e  is  u ltim a te ly  w orsted  a n d  
destroyed  in  th e  insane a n d  d isastrous conflict.

T h e re  is  a  darkness g rea te r th a n  th a t  w hich 
w e associate w ith ' th e  change called  d ea th  —a  
darkness enshroud ing  a ll o u r  faculties in  a  th ic k  
p a l l—a  darkness so deep  an d  dense as to  ap p ea r 
a lm ost im penetrab le . A nd  as i t  is in te rn a lly — 
a s  the -sp irit—th e-im m e rta l principle—the- em a
nation  f ro m .tie - in f in ite  M ind—rw hicbis. w ithin)

us, is  enfolded b y  th is  th ic k  gloom  o f selfishness 
and  w orldliness, so i t  is  w ith  o u r  ex te rn a l as
pects. W herefo re  should  th e re  b e  such a  d iffer
ence betw een th e  d iv ine expression  w hich  in 
sp ired  pain ters , lik e  F r a  A ngelico d a  P iesole, 
and  M ichael A ngelo, and  B affaelle  h ave stam ped  
upo n  th e  virg ins, sain ts, a n d  angels y e t liv ing  
upon  a n d  a lm ost b rea th in g  from  th e ir  can 
vasses, an d  th e  haggard , care-w orn, d a rk  an d  
grovelling countenances w hich su rround  us in  
th e  w orld ? D o  yo u  n o t suppose th a t  to  a ll  o f  u s  
—angels in  em bryo—beings lin k ed  w ith  a  chain  
o f intelligences s tre tch ing  u p  to  G od  him self^ 
w ould b e  vouchsafed some o f th e  b righ tness o f 
th e  o th e r w orld , if  we h ab itu a lly  s e t o u r  faces 
tow ards i t ?  T he  lig h t w hich “  w as n e v er y e t  on  
tre e  o r flower”—w ould  irrad ia te  us—w ould  sh ine  
upon us w ith  a  softened b u t  grow ing lu s tre  if, 
instead  o f  bending  ou r gaze so  p e rs is ten tly  dow n
w ard  upon  th e  ea r th  and  its  perish ing  th ings, w e  
w ould  lif t  i t  u p  to  th e  source o f a l l  lig h t, th e  
foun tain  of a ll glory, th e  inexhaustib le  re serv o ir 
o f a ll sp lendour. B u t, in  o rd e r to  do  so, th e re  
m u s t be a sp iritu a l resu rrec tion  w ith in  u s . W e  
m ust come fo rth , lik e  Lazarus^ o u t o f th e  g ra v a  
of anim alism , an d  leave beh ind  u s  th e  cere- 
clo thes of n a tu ra l  in te res ts  an d  t h e  decom posi
tio n  w hich springs from  o u r  devotion  to , a n d  a b 
sorption by, w h a t is of th e  e a r th  ea rth y , tra n s i
to ry , and perishable.

That immortal principle, that spark of the di
vinity, I  have spoken or, resembles the seed of a 
flower; and as' is the husk of that- seed—the 
rough envelope which encloses' it—so are our 
bodily wants and a riiiaaV - j jp-ssi ons. For a time 
they overlay aati^c^ner>il.,tiio beautiful germ. 
For » time ifrfejgtgifcw we "^buried in &e earth. 
But after a Aiinp/tfluler the benignant influences 
of the sun^'i?(/am^li£-dw)i,r,aad ita .vikue of 
that wondffl-fillypo^^r and! evolution
which resid&sJ(K{t, the seed puts forth a tender 
shoot aboveNmi'W6«ud^Bd8BndsiJt)W^> delicate 
little rootlets jn i^£e  shottf^xpands and
aspires. I t  looksSipiij^ystan&gfatitude to the 
beneficent sun, welcomes the bland breezes and 
the soft showers of heaven, and so grows from 
day to day and from hour to hour—ever mani
festing  new  beauties, ev e r  en larg ing in  b u lk , and  
ever exh ib iting  such a  m atchless perfec tion  of 
form , a n d  such  a n  exqu isite  wisdom  o f purpose, 
th a t, i t  is  a lijiost im possible to  s tu d y  i t  w ith o u t 
exclaim ing, B ehold  a  m ira c le ! A nd  v e t, a s  w e 
know , i t  is  n o  m iracle. I t  is  m ere ly  th e  p ro d u c t 
o f an  e te rn a l and  im m utab le  law  p rescribed  by 
In fin ite  W isdom  and  F oresigh t.

A n d  as is th e  t in y  seed  bu ried  in  th e  ea rth , 
such is th e  sp ir it  w ith in  us. I t  is  capable o f re 
ceiving i ts  resurrec tion  h e re . I t  aw aits i ts  em an
cipation  u p o n  ea rth . I t  requires to  be  freed  
from  th e  tram m els o f  an im al passion. T he 
body is  as necessary to  i t  here , as th e  ro o tle ts  
a re  necessary to  th e  flower, b u t  th e y  shou ld  be 
k e p t in  s tn c t  subord ina tion  to  i t .  W e  should 
n o t reverse  th e  beau tifu l processes o f n a tu re . 
W e  shou ld  n o t bestow  a ll  o u r a tte n tio n  on 
th e  roo ts  an d  de libera te ly  depress and  d e s tr o y  
the- b eau tifu l - blossom, th e  b r ig h t  consum m ate 
flower.. Yes. th is  ^ p re c is e ly  w h a t .we do. A ll



26

o u r 'ca re , aU o a r  fo re th o u g h t, a n d  a ll o u r affec
tio n  a re  lav ished on  th is  perishab le  vehicle and  
envelope of th e  soul—on th is  m ach inery  o f bone, 
flesh, blood, m uscle, an d  tissue , w hich w ill even
tu a l ly  be  th e  p rey  o f th e  w orm  au d  th e  v ic tim  of 
corrup tion . W e  live  fo r i t ,  in  i t ,  b y  i t ,  th ro u g h  
i t .  W e  believe—o r profess to  believe—th a t  th a t  
w h ich  w e n eg lect a n d  despise is  im m o r ta l; b u t  
a l l  o u r actions be lie  o u r belief. T here  is n o th ing  
so d e a r  to  u s  as th e  ob jects an d  p u rsu its  of 
an im alism , no th in g  so fa r  from  u s  as th e  v iv ifying 
conviction th a t  th e  s p ir it  w ith in  u s  is  e te rn a l -  
n e v er h a d  a  beginning  a n d  never can  h ave  an  
end ing . W ere  i t  n o t  so, sh o u ld  w e live  as w e 
d o  t  C onsider how  few  a n d  easily, satisfied a re  
o u r  n a tu ra l w an ts. C onsider how —beyond th e ir  
ra tio n a l satisfaction—ev ery th ing  is p roductive  
o f d iscon ten t, d isappo in tm ent, a n d  d isease. 
R ead  th e  life  o r  w a tch  th e  ex istence o f an y  one 
m a n  who h a s  liv ed  fo r  th is  w o rld  an d  fo r  th e  
body  only , a n d  u p o n  w hom  fam e and  opulence 
h ave  lav ished  a ll  th e y  could bestow , and  te l l  m e  
i f  h e  w as happy . M any  o f u s  h a v e  probably—in  
th e  v icissitudes o f o u r  chequered  lives—been  
fam ilia r w ith  com parative  opulence a n d  w ith  
com parative  p o v erty , and , i f  so, m u s t w e  n o t  
confess i n  o u r  h e a r t  o f h e a rts , t h a t  th e re  w ere 
n o  en joym en ts a n d  t h a t  th e re  h a s  been  no  h a p 
p iness, w ith in  th e  i m ° s  of o u r  personal expe
rience  com parable w ith  those  w hich la y  w ith in  
o u r  reach  w hen  life  w as a  h a rd  strugg le , an d  th e  
ho lid ay  o f to -day  h a d  to  be p u rchased  b y  th e  
fru g a lity , th e  fo re th o u g h t, a n d  th e  self-denial of 
m any  yeste rdays !  Y es, believe i t ,  th e re  is  no  
t ru e  happiness in  th is  w orld  b u t  th a t  w hich  is 
w holly  independen t of th e  a n im a l; an d  a s  i t  is  
ab so lu te ly  c erta in  th a t  th e  h app iness  o f  th e  g re a t

h e re a f te r w ill b e  incapab le  o f en joym ent excep t 
b y  th o se  o u t o f w hose n a tu re s  th e  an im al has 
been expelled , before th e y  q u itte d  th is  life—w ill 
be  accessible, indeed, to  none  o thers—should  we 
n o t s trive , b y  th e  h e lp  o f G od a n d  h is  ho ly  
angels, w ho a re  ev e r  read y —ever w aiting  and  
w atch ing  fo r  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  assis t u s —to. 
b rin g  a b o u t th e  re su rrec tion  of th e  s p ir it  from  
th e  g rave o f an im alism , w hile  we a re  in h ab itan ts  
o f th e  globe ?

F o r ,lo o k in g  beyond  i t ,  w h a t aw aits u s  ? P en e 
t r a t in g  th e  th in  v e il w hich separates th e  sp iri
tu a l  fro m  th e  m ateria l, w h a t do we see w ith  
th e  purified  vision o f fa ith  a n d  lo v e ! A n  en d 
less ascension from  sphere  to  sphere—a  p e rp e tu a l 
g ro w th  in  know ledge a n d  affection—a  constan t 
acqu isition  o f new  fa c u ltie s—a  boundless exp an 
sion  of th e  horizon of observation an d  p e rcep tion  
— a  glorious an d  insp iring  in te rcourse  w ith  th e  
p ro p h e ts  an d  seers, th e  sages an d  ph ilo sophers, 
th e  poets a u d  a r tis ts  o f a l l  an tiq u ity —th e  pow er 
to  su rvey  th e  e n tire  fie ld  of m undane  h is to ry  
from  th e  m om en t w h en  G od, b y  a  d iv ine  afflatus, 
c reated  th is  l i t t le  g lobe o f ours, u n ti l  th e  h o u r 
a t  w hich  w e w ere  p e rm itte d  to  tak e  o u r  d ep ar
tu re  from  i t .  A n d  th ro u g h  th e  ages y e t  to  come 
— w hich w ill b e  to  u s  lik e  those w h ich  have 
ro lled  aw ay  —a p e rp e tu a l N O W , we shall w atch  
w ith  th e  deepest in te re s t a u d  th e  te n d e re s t  soli- - 
c itude , th e  progress o f o u r  race  upo n  th e  ea rth . 
W e sh all be  p e rm itted , indeed , to  in s tru c t ,  to  
com fort, to  counsel, an d  to  gu ide th e m ; a n d  we 
shall be  enabled  to  com prehend—th o u g h  s t i l l  
in  a  fin ite  degree—th e  e te rn a l t r u th  th a t  G o d  is 
love, a n d  t h a t  a s  H e  is  a  S p ir it, so h e  m u s t b e  
w orsh ipped  in  sp ir it  a n d  in  t ru th ,  w orld  w ith o u t 
en d , AMEff.
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