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may be pure and upright in life, because he perceives 
that he is. happier so, while his perceptions of the Crea
tor and of the future, the existence of which he may 
even doubt, are false in the extreme. 

So also in medicine, if we apply the practical test, 
and weigh well the evidence, we shall avail ourselves ot 
the best known mode of relieving human suffering, 
whether it overthrow our cherished doctrines, wound, 
our vanity, or exclude us from our former associates or 
not. 

In all matten of life, then, we should regard evidence 
as a matter of the first importance, and never manifest 
intolerance toward the opinions of others, or allow it 
to swerve us from the pursuit of truth. 

To you who go forth to-day to heal the sick, a mission 
of love, second to none on earth, it is a matter of the 
first importance that you place a proper estimate on 
evidence, and that you claim tor yourselves, and exer
cise toward others, that charity which is neither puffed 
up nor maketh afraid. Every faculty of the mind, like 
every member of society has a mission to perform, a 
duty both to itself and its neighbor. If you would rise 
to the full stature of your professional ideal you will 
lose no opportunity to increase your store of knowledge. 

"Of all great branches of human knowledge," says 
Lecky, "medicine is that in which the accomplished 
results are most obviously imperfect and provisional, in 
which the field of unrealized possibilities is most exten
sive, and from which, if the human mind were directed 
to it, as it has been during the past century to indus
trial inventions, and especially to overcoming space, the 
most splendid results might be expected." "He who 
raises moral pathology to a science, expanding, !ystema
titing, and applying many fragmentary- observations 
that have been already made, will probably take a place 
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among the master intellects of mankind" and yet the 
men who are devoting the best energies oftheir lives to 
this problem, are stigmatized as "infidels," and "mater
ialists,".whom especially the young and thoughtful stu
dent are counselled to shun, as they would the breath of 
contagion. 

' Galileo, Harvy, and Jenner were declared infidels in 
their day, and even the Son of God was accused of 
blasphemy, even so hath it been from the beginning. 

Tho' we crucify truth daily, tho' we plant with thorns its brow, 
Scourge it, spit upon, revile it, and crown error here, and now, 
Still in God's own time, His angel comes and rolls away the stone, 

And we find but dast, and ashes, where we knelt bef~ a throne. 
I,. tlu cydts of 1/w ares, lnllll conus up uJitrmosl at last, 
A,.tllllt Saviws of tlltprtsml, art tllunartyrsof t'u past. 
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