
M yriads of organised beings may ex ist im perceptible to  our vision, even i f  we were 
am ong th e m ; and we m ight be equally  im perceptible to them .

W . R . G hovb , Q .C., M .A., F .R .S . 
Correlation of Physical Forces, p. 161.

AN EVENING WITH MR. HOME 
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO,

A Lectube a t  the Cavendish Rooms, London, on Sunday Evening, 
1 7 th  July, 1870.

N ature , I am persuaded, did not w ithou t a  cause frame our ears open, p u tting  thereto 
no gate a t all, nor sh u ttin g  them  up  in  any m anner of inclosures, as she hath  done upon tlie 
tongue, the eyes, and o th e r such ou t-je tting  parts  of the  body. The cause, as I  imagine, is to 
the  end th a t every day and every n igh t, and th a t continually, tha t we may be ready to hear, 
and by a  perpetual hearing a p t to  learn.

Alas 1 P ries ts  and  Philosophers alike deny me the comforts of certain ty  unless I  consent 
to  p luck o u t mine eyes.

UY

W I L L I A M  W H I T E ,  c.

EABEtAis.—Pantagruet, Book I I I . ,  chap. x tI .

T H Y R A  P U D E fH A T .

LONDON:
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D ue  sense of the general ignorance o f  man would also 

heget in us a disposition to take up and rest satisfied with 

any evidence whatever which is real. I  mention this as 

the contrary to a disposition, of which there are not wanting 

instances, to find fault with and reject evidence, because it 

is not such as was desired. I f  a man were to walk by 

twilight, must ho not follow his eyes as much as i f  it were 

broad day and clear.sunshine ? Or if he were obliged to 

take a journey by night, would he not “ give heed to any 

light shining in tho darkness, till the day should break and 

the day star arise ?” I t  would not bo altogether unnatural 

for him to reflect how much better it were to have daylight ; 

he might perhaps have great curiosity to see the country 

round about h im ; he might lament that the darkness 

concealed many extended prospects from his eyes, and wish 

for the sun to draw away the veil: but how ridiculous 

would it be to reject with scorn and disdain the guidance 

and direction which that lesser light might afford him, 

because it was not the sun itself 1
B ish o p  IIu t le r .
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A  f r ie n d , whose w orth  com m ands affection, w rite s—

“ I  h av e  re a d  y o u r  L e c tu re , an d  can  only  express aston ish­
m e n t th a t  w ith  y o u r  com m on-sense so m uch nonsense can oxist. 
T o  w h a t hallu c in a tio n s is n o t hum an  n a tu re  lia b le ! I  w ish  you  
h ad  b e t te r  occupation  fo r y o u r  S ab b a th  evenings in  L ondon .”

I  am  n o t insensib le  to  critic ism  of th is sort, being  qu ite  as 
p rone as m y  censor to  convert o rd inary  experience in to  a  m easure 
o f  all experience, an d  to  fancy th a t  there is no th ing  in  heaven o r 
e a r th  th a t  is n o t included  in  th a t  experience. W ith  A ndrew  
F en w ick  1 believe, th a t  u  we should be para lysed  if  w e had  
m ore  th a n  a  g lim pse o f  th e  sp iritua l forces th a t envelop and 
con tro l u s ,”  an d  th a t  “  w e m ay  be thankfu l th a t  we live b lind­
fo ld .” B u ck le  has  a rg u e d  th a t  th e  ra tional sp irit o f civilization 
is on ly  possible w here  N a tu re  is tam e, and the m ind delivered 
from  th e  d isqu ie t o f  fam ine, tem pest, an d  earthquake. O bviously 
o u r sm ug  scientific se lf-satisfaction requ ires a qu ite  dom estic 
en v ironm en t w herein  to  m ain ta in  itself. O ne has to be C ockney, 
o r som eth ing  equ ivalen t there to , to  speak thus—

“ Nothing has ever been known of the spiritual world. That anybody 
knows, or ever has known, more about it than anybody else, is nonsense.
1 am myself the standard by which you may measure Abraham, the 
patriarch; and as to his visions, they were merely dreams, such as I  have 
myself. I  am the measure of tfee man Paul. And, you may believe me, as 
to  voice or light from heaven ever having come to him  a t the time of his 
conversion, that it was not so. Simply, at tha t time, he had an attack  of 
vertigo, such as we all know something about.
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“ 0  ! this glorious clearing of the mind, by which now, in my view, there 
is nothing higher anywhere then the level of my own experience! 0 !  
what a comfort i t  is to  have miracles shrink into common earthly things, 
and to know tha t nobody has ever seen them, any more than I  have.”

u  A n  odd so r t o f  c o m fo r t!” rem ark s th e  E e v . W illiam  
M ountford . Odd, p e rh ap s , b u t  com fortable. I t  is so p leasan t 
to  feel th a t n o th in g  can  surprise u s— th a t n o th in g  can  occur 
a t  va rian ce  w ith  “ th e  fixed  law s an d  im m utab le  o rd e r  o f 
N a tu re .”  P le a sa n t, I  say , b u t i l lu s o ry ,  and  a t  th e  r isk  o f  
crucifixion as a fool b y  th e  en ligh tened , w ho have ta k e n  stock 
o f  th e  u n iv e rse  an d  kn o w  w h a t can  an d  canno t be w ith  
infallible read iness an d  precision, I  rep e a t— P lea san t, b u t 
illusory . W e  re a d  o f  an  an c ien t com m unity  w ho in  th e ir  ow n 
sig h t w ere  rich , an d  increased  w ith  goods, an d  h a d  need  o f 
n o th in g ; b u t w ho, to  sh rew der eyes, w ere  w retched , and  
m iserab le , and  poo r, an d  blind , an d  n a k e d ; an d  th e  question  is 
sug g ested  w h e th e r in  these la tte r  days th e  like  m ay  n o t  be 
tru e  of- m any, w hose foible is om niscience.

30, Thurlow Eoad, Hampstead, N.W.
28$ August, 1870.
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AN EVENING WITH ME, HOME FIFTEEN YEAES AGO, 

AND EEFLECTIONS THEEEON.

■■---:---- +.------- ,

L e t  m e p rem ise : I  w as n o t m ade a  S p iritu a lis t b y  sp iritua l 
m anifesta tions. A n d  le t m e be ca n d id : m y  tendency  from  
childhood w as in  favour o f su p e rn a tu ra lism ; and w hen in 1848 
I  found a volum e o f  S w edenborg  on a  second-hand bookstall in  
G lasgow , as I  re a d  I  believed, and  by  w hat I  read  wa3 draw n 
to  fu rth e r  read in g  an d  deeper credence.

I n  m ak ing  th is  s ta te m en t I  m ay  seem to  discredit m yse lf a t  
th e  o u ts e t ; b u t I  ca n n o t help  i t .  A s I  w ish to  bo taken  fo r 
lionest, I  know  no sh o rte r w ay  to  th a t  end th an  to  be honest—  
to  be fra n k  even  to  th e  verge  o f  egotism ,

“  Y ou  read  S w edenborg ,”  i t  m ay  be s a id ,11 and you believed 
in  h im . W h y  did y o u  believe in  him  ? H ow  did  you  know  
th a t  h is te s tim ony  w as tru e  ?”

I  rep ly , I  believed S w edenborg ’s testim ony in  so fa r as it 
w as in  accord  w ith  m y  reason, affections, an d  experience. I  
d iscovered in  m yself a  stro n g  sym pathy  w ith  his ideas and 
ju d g m e n ts . H is  opinions on innum erab le m a tte rs  becam e m y 
opinions, som etim es a t  first s ig h t, som etim es a fte r consideration, 
som etim es a fte r  m ore  o r less resistance.

A ll belief, I  ta k e  it, is o f th is character. W e  believe th a t  
to  be tru e  w hich w e see to  b e  tru e , o r feel to  be t r u e ; or, in  
o th e r  w ords, w hich is in  harm ony  w ith  our peculiar constitu tion.

O ne tru th  S w edenborg  ta u g h t m e, which I  realised slowly, 
b u t w hich I  ho ld  firm ly as a  t ru th  o f the first m agnitude, nam ely , 
th e  u n ity  o f h u m a n ity ; n o t only  o f m an w ith  m an, b u t o f  m en 
w ith  sp ir i ts ; th a t  w e h ere  on  ea rth  are organically  re la ted  to  ou r 
predecessors ; th a t  ou r independence is w holly illusory ; an d  th a t 
w e canno t th in k  a  th o u g h t, or m ove a  finger w ith o u t th e  co­
opera tion  o f o u r unseen  associates.

F u rth e rm o re , h e  established in  m e the  conviction th a t  death  
w orks no change  on hum an  n a tu re , an d  th a t m en  and w om en 
d ivested  o f th e ir  ea r th ly  bodies, survive as m en and  w om en in  
sp ir itu a l bodies, w ith  ev e ry  sense and facu lty  sharpened fo r 
ex is ten ce  in  a  ra re r  air.

T h ese  sp iritua l bodies, included in  the  sp iritua l w orld  and  
subject to  its o rder, transfuse and vivify every  fibre o f our ea rth ly
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bodies. D eath , indeed, is  n o th in g  b u t th e  w ith d raw al o f th e  
sp iritu a l from  th e  ea r th ly  b o d y ; th e  e a r th ly  h a v in g  by  disease, 
in ju ry , o r w ea r, becom e u n fit fo r its  residence an d  Bervice.

H ence w e a re  in h ab itan ts  o f tw o  w orlds. B y  ou r sp iritua l 
o rgan isa tion  we a re  den izens o f th e  sp iritu a l w orld , an d  b y  our 
ea r th ly  o f th e  physical w orld .

A n d  th is  b rings m e to  a  p o in t I  desire to  m ake especially  
clear. Suppose w e could re lieve th e  senses o f  o u r sp iritu a l bodies 
o f  th e ir  ca rna l v es tu re , w e should a t  once find ourselves, to  th e  
e x te n t o f th e ir  re lease , era rapport w ith  th e  sigh ts an d  sounds of 
th e  sp iritua l w orld. 1

T his , says S w edenborg , w as liis experience. H e  w as able, 
a lm ost a t  d iscre tion , to  e n te r  in to  th e  sp ir itu a l w orld , an d  
converse w ith  its  in h ab itan ts . G enera lising  th is  experience, he 
w en t on to  assum e th a t  all sp iritu a l in te rcourse  is so .e ffec ted ; 
an d  th a t  w hen  w e read  in  th e  B ib le  th a t  a n y  one saw  o r h ea rd  
a n  an g e l, w e are  to  conclude th a t  th e  sp ir itu a l eyes an d  ea rs of 
th e  seer , h ad  b een  unsheathed , and  th u s  th a t  th e  : tran sac tio n  
described w as in  th e  sp iritua l w orld. ,

T h e  exp lanation  is,. I  dare  say , la rg e ly  tru e , an d  w as sa tis­
fac to ry  w hen  I  first becam e acquain ted  w ith  it,  especially  in  
connection  w ith  th e  facts o f c la irv o y a n c e ; b u t I  hope to  show  
th a t  i t  is insufficient, an d  th a t  w h ilst w e m ay  m ake acquain tance  
w ith  sp ir its  b y  open ing  o u r senses in  th e ir  sphere , th e y  in  tu r n  
m ay  becom e m anifest to  u s  b y  o p era tin g  ou tw ards in  ou r physical 
sphere , c lo th ing  them selves fo r th e  purpose in  m a tte r  appreciab le 
b y  o u r senses as veiled in  flesh. So m uch  b y  w ay  of. preface.

I n  M ay, 1 8 5 5 ,1 chanced to  m eet D r. G a r th  W ilk in so n , an d  
in  th e  course o f  conversation  h e  described a  v a r ie ty  o f e x t ra ­
o rd in ary  phenom ena w hich he h ad  w itnessed  in  th e  p resence o f  
M r. H om e, a  m edium  w ho h a d  arriv ed  from  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . 
H e  advised m e to  see H om e, b u t I  lacked  sufficient cu rio sity  to  
do so. . ,

R e p e a tin g  D r. W ilk in so n ’s ex perience  to  a  friend , coupled  
w ith  h is advice, h e  said , “ I  w ish you  w ould in v ite  H om e to  m y  
house , an d  com e w ith  h im .”  T h u s  incited , I  w ro te  to  H om e, 
m ade an  engagem en t, and  on th e  ev en in g  appo in ted  conveyed  
h im  in  a  hansom  from  h is lo d g in g  in  J e rm y n  S tre e t to  m y  
frie n d ’s residence in  Islin g to n .

I n  H o m e I  found a  pale, consum ptive-looking  y o u n g  m an. 
H e  to ld  m e th a t  th e  sp irits  had  inform ed h im  th a t  he h ad  n o t 
e ig h teen  m o n th s .to  live. T h e  sp irits w ere  a t  fau lt, as th e y  
u su a lly  a re  in  p ro p h e c y ; b u t a t  tlie tim e I  th o u g h t th e m  in  a  
fa ir  w ay  to  p rove rig h t.

A t  m y  friend’s house w e w ere ushered in to  th e  d in ing  room ,
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w here  sa t tw elve gen tlem en , th e  m a jo r ity  o f  w hom  w ere  
s tra n g e rs  to  m e, an d  all to  H om e. H o m e w as ta k e n  aback , an d  
rem a rk e d  th a t  sp iritu a l m an ifesta tions to o k  p lace w ith  difficulty 
in  la rg e  an d  prom iscuous co m p an ie s; “  b u t,”  sa id  h e , “ w e 
ca n n o t now  do be tte r th an  t r y .”

W e  sa t round  a  long  d in ing  tab le , H om e on one side, n e a r ly ' 
fac in g  m e. T h e  w indow  blinds w ere d raw n  dow n, as it  w as, 
d u sk , candles b ro u g h t, and  th e  room  w ell ligh ted . W e  w ere 
requested  to  p lace ou r hands on th e  tab le , a n d ' to  converse 
free ly . W e  h ad  scarcely  been  seated five m inutes w h en  rap s 
b eg an  to  be h ea rd  on  th e  tab le , on th e  walls, and  on th e  floor. ;

“ W ill  th e  sp irits  k in d ly  rap  h e re ? ” asked H o m e ; an d  
im m edia te ly  rap s  to o k  place on the  tab le  in  fron t o f him . O thers 
m ade sim ilar requests, an d  w ere as quickly  gratified . I  did so 
m yself, and  h a d  an  in s ta n t response. A nd  le t m e here  observe, 
th a t  I  h a d  fancied i f  ever I  cam e in to  open com m union w ith  
sp irits , I  should  b e  in tense ly , i f  n o t painfully^ exc ited . O n th e  
co n tra ry , on  th is  occasion I  w as perfectly  calm — indeed, enjoyed 
unw o n ted  com posure, w ith  a ll m y  w its a le rt for observation .

V arious feats o f  te leg rap h y  w ere a t te m p te d : one rap  signify­
in g  N o, tw o D oub tfu l, an d  th ree  Y e s ; b u t the re  w ere so m any  
w ith  questions to  ask , th e  process w as confusing and tedious. 
A s  fo r th e  raps, th e y  seem ed as if  caused by  slight explosions 
w ith in  th e  wood, ra th e r  th a n  b y  blows on its  surface. .
■ .-A sm all hand -be ll w as la id  on the. floor, and  sh o rtly  com­

m enced  tin k lin g . H om e p u t his hand  under th e  tab le  w ithout 
stooping , an d  p roduced  th e  bell, T h e  spirits , he said, had 
b ro u g h t it to  h im . I t  w as aga in  th row n under th e , table, and 
sh o rtly  r in g in g  w as h e a rd  beh ind  our chairs as if  the  bell wero 
m o v in g  a ro u n d  th e  s itte rs . ‘ H om e begged  th a t none o f us 
w ould  lo o k ; b u t one gen tlem an , hearing  it  a t his back, could 
n o t rep ress  h is  curiosity , wheeled round , and a t  th e  sam e 
m om ent th e  b e ll d ropped  on  th e  floor n ea r th e  w all beside his 
chair. I  no ted  a t  th e  tim e th a t H om e’s hands w ere resting , like 
m y  ow n, on the  tab le. O nce the bell was silent for a  w hile, an d  
w as inqu ired  fo r. I  tu rn ed  m y eyes tow ards the floor, un d er th e  
tab le , an d  saw  i t  fall betw een  m y feet. I t  w as suggested  th a t i t  
h ad  been  in  course o f  conveyance to  me, as i t  had been to  H om e.

H om e asked  for an  accordion; b u t there w as n o t one in  
th e  house. A  se rv a n t was despatched to a  neighbour and  
borrow ed  a  concertina . H om e said it would do, and placed i t  
on  th e  doo r u n d er the  tab le . In  a few m inutes it_ com m enced 
p la y in g . H o m e p u t his hand  down, the  concertina m et hia 
advance , and  perform ed m usic w hilst he held it, h is left hand  
rem a in in g  on th e  table. T hen  he replaced it on the. floor, w here 
i t  resum ed p lay ing  by  itself.
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F ee lin g  som eth ing  touch  m y-leg , I  looked, an d  th e re  w as 
th e  concertina . I  d id  n o t a ttem p t to  ta k e  it,  b u t i t  rose to  m y  
knees, c lam bering  ju s t  lik e  an  an im al. I  took, tho  s trap , and 
th e  in s tru m en t w as pu lled  o u t and  pushed  in , m ak in g  sounds, 
b u t n o th in g  th a t  could be called  m usic. I  had  som e difficulty 
in  ad ju stin g  m y h an d  so as to  resis t th e  u p w a rd  p ressu re , an d  
d is tin c tly  fe lt a n  inv isib le  h an d  co -opera ting  w ith  m y  own. 
F in d in g  me,- I ‘suppose, an  inefficient m edium , th e  concertina  
w as g e n tly  w ithd raw n .

A ll th e  tim e th e  ra p p in g  continued ab o u t th e  room  an d  on 
tho  tab le , b u t n o t : noisily . S ev era l o f  th e  p a r ty  likew ise fe lt 
h an d s touch ing  them . • O ne gen tlem an  w ho sa t on  th e  side o f  
th e  ta b le  o p p o site  to  m e h a d  h is face b a th ed  in  p e rsp ira tio n .’ 
S ubsequen tly  I  inqu ired  w h a t h ad  so m oved h im , an d  h e  in ­
fo rm ed  m e th a t  he h ad  h a d  h is h an d  -grasped rep ea ted ly  an d  
affectionately  in  a  fashion th a t  w as p ecu lia r to  hia fa th e r, w ho 
h ad  le ft th is  fo r th e  sp iritua l w orld .

R a isin g  m y  eyes, I  saw a  h an d  as o f  a  boy  over th e  b reast 
o f  a  friend  opposite to  m e. I  saw  it  as d is tinc tly  as if  i t  had  
b een  a  h and  pushed th ro u g h  a  door. S u d d en ly  one o f th e  
com pany gave a  sh riek , •' sp ra n g  from  his sea t, an d  th rew  h is 
arm s in  th e  air. W h a t  w as th e  m a tte r  ? w e a ll in  a  b re a th  
inquired . A  h an d , h e  answ ered , h a d  approached  h im ; and  
w hen  la id  on h is forehead h e  could  n o t re s tra in  him self. So 
th e  ev en in g  te rm in a te d . T w o  haul's had  passed  aw ay  as te n  
m in u te s ; and as I  d rove b ac k  to  J e rm y n  S tre e t  w ith  H om e, I  
fe lt as if  m y  faith  in  tho  o th e r w o rld  had  g o t a  new  ro c k  fo r its  
foundation .

: N a tu ra lly  m y  m in d  continued  m uch  ex e rc ised  concern ing  
w h a t I  h a d  h eard , w h a t I  had  felt, an d  w hat 1 had  seen. A s a  
S w edenborg ian , I  had  no  difficulty ab o u t th e  presence o f  sp ir its , 
b u t  on ly  about th e  m ode o f  th e ir  m an ifesta tion . I  h ad  convinced 
m y se lf  (as s ta ted  a t  th e  ou tset) th a t  w e  a re  in tim ate ly  and  
organ ica lly  re la ted  to  spirits, a n d  can  do n o th in g  w ith o u t th em —  
no th in g  w h a te v e r ; fo r, as S w edenborg  testifies—

“  M an  w ithou t com m unication  w ith  heaven  and  hell w ould 
n o t b e  ab le  to  live for a  m om ent. I f  com m unication  w ere 
broken , he w ould  fall dow n dead  as  a  stock . T h e  sp irits  
associated w ith  m e w ere  a  lit tle  rem oved, a n d  in s tan tly , accord ­
in g  to  th e ir  rem oval, I  b egan , as i t  w ere , to  e x p i r e ; an d  I  
shou ld  h av e  exp ired  unless th ey  h ad  com e b ack .”

B u t g ra n te d  th e  presence o f sp irits  ; how  did th e y  m an ifest 
them selves in  a  fashion so abno rm al ? H o ld in g  th a t  a ll a c tiv ity  
in  n a tu re  is a  m an ifesta tion  o f  sp irit th ro u g h  n a tu re , I  w as y e t  
accustom ed to  re g a rd  each item  o f n a tu re  as th e  co rrespond ing



9

m echanism  of its  app rop ria te  sp iritua l force, and  essen tial to  the  
physical exh ib ition  o f th a t  force. A t  th e  sSance w ith  H om e, 
how ever, sp ir its  effected a  v a rie ty  o f  actions in  th e  (apparen t) 
absence o f co rresponding  physical m ed ia . H e re , I  re p e a t, w as 
m y  difficulty.

G ra n tin g , aga in , th e  presence o f sp ir its ;  I  w as rea d y , as 
said, to  believe th a t i f  m y  senses w ere relieved  from  th e ir  ca rna l 
v es tu re , I  should, like  S w edenborg, en ter in to  open acquain tance 
w ith  th e  sp ir itu a l w o r ld ; b u t th a t, I  fe lt sure, h a d  n o t been 
m y  case w h ils t w ith  H o m e ; and  th a t the  ex tra o rd in a ry  pheno­
m ena I  had  w itnessed  (th a t I  had  heard , felt, an d  seen) h ad  
b een  m an ifest th ro u g h  th e  o rd inary  avenues o f  th e  bod ily  
senses.

Possibly^ h ad  m y  experience rem ained so litary , I  should, a f te r  
th e  h ab it o f m y  k ind , have g rad u a lly  argued  m y se lf  in to  tho  
conviction  th a t  I  w as som ehow  m istaken , o r h ad  been u n d e r som e 
pecu lia r hallucination  on th e  even ing  in  question. M ercifully I  w as 
le ft w ith  no  oppo rtun ity  to  p lay  such folly. N o t only from  tim e 
to  tim e have I  had  th e  experiences o f th a t evening repea ted  w ith  
varia tions an d  ex tensions, b u t I  h av e  had  them  independen tly  
confirm ed b y  s im ilar experiences o f friends and acquain tance 
on w hose acu teness an d  v erac ity  I  can  depend. Indeed , the  
ev idence w hereon  I  r e ly  as to  th e  rea lity  o f  physical m anifesta­
tions b y  sp irits , I  can  only  describe in  a  w ord  as irresistib le . 
O f  course, I  canno t ex p ect to  com m unicate m y  conviction to  
o th e rs ; b u t th is  I  m a y  say , th a t I  im agine th e re  is n o t a  philo­
sopher in  ex istence, be he ever so hard-headed , w ho, w ith  tho  
experience  I  have en joyed , supplem ented by  diverse and  dis­
in te rested  tes tim ony , w ould  fail to  share th a t conviction.

E e v e r t in g  to  th e  difficulty I  felt a 3 to  the  m anner in  which 
th ese  e x tra o rd in a ry  m anifesta tions w ere effected, I  w as g radually  
b ro u g h t to  th e  conclusion th a t  un d er suitable conditions certain  
sp irits  ob ta in  substances in  the  atm osphere o f those who w ait 
on  th em , w hereby  th e y  a re  able to  operate  im m ediately on 
m ateria l objects, and  even  to  m ake them selves visible to  th e  
physical eye.

I  h ad  th is  idea  rem a rk a b ly  confirm ed b y  a  w ell-know n 
physician . A t  a  sSance h e  am used h im self by  g en tly  p ressing  
th o  h an d s p resen ted  to  him  by the spirits, un til th ey  vanished 
u n d er h is g rasp . T h e  spirits com plained of th is trea tm e n t. 
W h y  ? B ecause, th e y  said, th ey  form ed these hands w ith  g re a t 
pains, and  d id  n o t like to  have th e ir  labour dissipated. T h ey  
m ade  for them selves gloves, tan g ib le  to  flesh and  blood, from  
th e  a u ra  o f  th e  com pany.

H ence, I  incline to  believe th a t w here spirits m ake_themselves 
ou tw ard ly  m anifest, they  do so by m eans o f certain  physical
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em anations, an d  th a t  those w ho, like H om e, a re  specially  sty led , 
m edium s, m ore  rea d ily  than, o thers y ie ld  w h a t th e  sp ir its  
req u ire  fo r th e  ex h ib itio n  o f  th e ir  pow er, o r fo r th e ir  p a rtia l 
in carp a tio n .

A n d  th u s  w e m eet a  co n s tan t com plain t th a t  .since sp irits  
do so m uch, w hy  do th e y  n o t do m ore ? T h e  answ er has been

fiven. W h a t th e y  , do, th e y  do w ith  difficulty. A s  is w ell; 
now n to  all w ho have had  an y  experience o f  th e ir  ex te rn a l 

m anifesta tions, th e y  are  assisted an d  h in d e red  in  a  rem ark ab le  
m a n n er b y  th e  tem p eram en t a n d  - disposition  o f those  w ho 
assem ble to  m eet them . T h e  presence o r absence o f a n  in ­
d iv idual m ay  m ake o r  m ar th e  success o f  a  seance. T h e  even ing  
w ith  H om e 1 have described w as em inen tly  successful, b u t  i t  ow ed 
its  success to  a  fo rtu itous concourse o f  favourab le conditions. I t  
m ig h t h av e  been  a  com plete  fa ilu re , an d  H om e pow erless to  
a v e r t th e  d isappo in tm en t.

I n  physical m an ifesta tions, th e n , w e hold  th a t  Bpirits a re  
lim ited  b y  th e  conditions w herein  th ey  o p e ra te ; an d  a  sim ilar 
lim ita tion  e x ten d s  to  th e  h ig h e r o rd er o f m an ifesta tions in  w hich 
sp irits  e n te r  in to  an d  possess a  m edium , u s in g  th e  m edium ’s 
faculties as th e ir  ow n m  speak ing , w ritin g , s in g in g , d raw ing , 
o r  o th e r w a y s . . T h e y  o p era te  th ro u g h  th e  acqu irem ents o f th e  
m edium , conscious o r la te n t , w hich th e y  ex c ite  o r  v iv ify , b u t 
ra re ly  transcend . ■ ■ 1 ,

T h u s  too  w e see th e  exp lanation  o f th e  im perfect g ra m m a r 
a n d  o rth o g rap h y  in  w hich sp ir itu a l com m unications a re  so fre­
q u e n tly  couched, a n d  w hich afford occasion fo r so m uch  w ag g e ry  
in  th e  new spapers. .

E v e n  w hen  th e re  is no  possession, w hen  the  sp iritua l senses a re  
opened in to  th e  sp ir itu a l w orld , an d  sp irits  a re  m e t face to  face, 
th e  seer is still lim ited  in  his acquain tance b y  h is own character. 
S w edenborg  is  an em inen t illu stra tion  o f th is  fact. , H is  angels 
all ta lk  an d  th in k  in  w h a t has  been  sty led  S w edenborgese . 
E v e ry  one of us, as I  s ta ted  a t  th e  ou tset, is  v ita lly  re la ted  to  
spirits , an d  these  sp irits  a re  o u r k in d red  in  th e  m ost th o ro u g h  
Bense, an d  in  com m union w ith  ou r inm ost feelings and  th o u g h ts . 
H en ce , d id  an y  of Us, a f te r  the  m a n n er o f S w edenborg , en joy  
open in te rco u rse  w ith  o u r sp iritu a l neighbours, i t  is n o t lik e ly  
w e should b e  a lte red  th e re b y  in  an y  essen tial respect, b u t 
k eep  on ta lk in g  an d  ac tin g  as w e ta lk  an d  ac t now — possibly 
w ith  g re a te r  in ten sity  u n d e r  th e  stim ulus of. th e ir  recogn ized  
sy m p a th y .

F iftee n  y e a rs  h av e  passed aw ay  since th a t  ev en in g  w ith  
H om e. H e  w as th en  com paratively  u n k n o w n ; he is now  
fam ous, and  his m edium ship  fam iliar to  em perors po litical an d

V
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em perors in te llectual. D u rin g  these  fifteen y ears  th e  m e rits  o f 
S p iritu a lism  have been  u n d e r incessan t discussion, in  w hich I  
can  scarcely  claim  an y  p a r t ,  save th a t  o f  an  in te rested  
b y stan d er. T o  the  v a rie ty  o f  su p e rn a tu ra l m an ifesta tions w hich 
I  h av e  from  tim e to  tim e w itnessed , I  h av e  u su a lly  b een  led  b y  
o thers  ra th e r  th a n  sough t afte r o f m yself. A s  a  d ilig en t re a d e r  
o f  S w edenborg , m uch  o f th e  novelty  th a t  S p iritualism  offers 
h ad  been  a n tic ip a te d ; an d  secure in  m y  own m m d, I  h a v e  been 
too  id le or too diffident to  try  to  m ake prosely tes.

In s tru c tiv e  has been th e  controversy  kindled b y  S p iritua lism . 
O v er an d  over aga in  has i t  been  p ronounced  a n  exp loded  
im postu re— exploded a t  one tim e b y  tn o  W iza rd  of th e  N o rth , 
a t  an o th er tim e b y  P o ly tech n ic  P ep p er, a t  ano ther by  P rofessor 
F a ra d a y . A nnas, on  th e  d a y  of th e  crucifixion, I  dare say , 
po in ted  w ith  h is  th u m b  • o v e r h is  shoulder to  C a lvary , an d  
exclaim ed, to  C aiaphas, “  T h a n k  G od 1 th e re ’s an  end o f  th a t  
im postu re  1” S uch  is  a lw ays th e  w orld’s trea tm e n t o f new  
tru th s , and  i t  is fo r S p iritua lis ts  to  subm it w ith  equan im ity  to  
th e  inev itab le. T h e y  m ay  w ell do so. T h ey  a re  im postors, an d  
i f  n o t im postors, fools— th e y  w ho know  w hereof th e y  testify , who 
h av e  h ea rd  an d  seen and  handled  1 A n d  th e y  w ho thus ju d g e  
th e m  off-hand a re  the  tru e  m e n ! I t  seems to me th a t i f  we a re  
to  ta lk  o f  im postu re o r folly , th e  ep ith e t r ig h tly  applies to  thoso 
w ho slander a t  hazard , an d  pronounce unqualified opinions on 
m a tte rs  w hereo f th e ir  igno rance  is to ta l.

T h e re  a re  som e w ho, s tag g ered  w ith  the  w eight o f sober 
te s tim o n y  in  favou r o f S p iritu a lism , beg in  to  ask— W h a t has 
S cience to  say ?  I  should like  to  ask these good people— W h a t do 
you  m ean  b y  Science? Som etim es social reform ers are confronted 
w ith  an  en tity  called  P o litical Econom y, whose m andates they  
a re  ad ju red  to  v io la te  a t  th e ir  peril, b u t w hen pressed to an issue, 
P o litica l E conom y gen era lly  proves to  be no m ore th an  w hat 
M rs; H a rr is  w as to  S a irey  G am p— an alias for th e  objector’s 
ow n prejudices. T h e re  iB no M inerva called Science who can bo 
appealed  to  concern ing  Spiritualism . T h ere  a re  astronom ers 
a n a  entom ologists, civil eng ineers and anatom ists, geologists and  
m eteorologists, and  if  w e w ished to  ascerta in  the  tru th  in  th e ir  
special lines o f excellence, wo could n o t do m ore w isely th an  
re so rt to  th e m ; b u t to  req u ire  from  any  of them  a  verd ic t on 
S p iritua lism  in  th e  nam e o f  Science is an absurdity  th a t has only  
to  be s ta te d  to  be seen. W h o  can doubt th a t if  th e  physical 
m an ifesta tions o f sp irits w ere un d er discussion by  tho llo y a l 
S ocie ty , as m uch nonsense would be talked^ (though o f  ano ther 
sort) as in  th e  Convocation of C an terbu ry  itse lf?  T h e  p a tie n t 
s tu d e n ts  o f the  phenom ena o f Spiritualism  (and the re  a rc  several 
such) aro  m en o f science, precisely on the  sam e g round  th a t
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L y e ll an d  L ieb ig  a re  m en o f  science. T h e y  a re  a like  observers 
o f N a tu re — of N a tu re  in  d iffe ren t aspects, I  app laud  the  courago 
o f  M r. C rookes in  tu rn in g  h is a tten tio n  to  a n  u n p o p u la r b ran ch  
o f  science ; b u t  w hen  h e  sty les h is  essay . Sp ir itu a lism  view ed  
by the L ig h t o f  M odern Science,* i t  is  difficult to  rep ress  a  sm ile, 
th e  lig h t o f m odem  science b e in g  no m ore th a n  th e  l ig h t  o f  
M r. Crookes,'— a n  exce llen t lig h t ,  b u t liab le to  depreciation u n d e r 
so v e ry  g ran d  a  designation . A m u sin g , too , is th e  naivetd  
w herew ith  he draw s u p  a  p ro g ram m e fo r th e  s p i r i t s ; as i f  i t  w as 
th e  office o f  th e  ph ilosopher to  p resc ribe  w h a t h e  w ou ld  lik e  to  
see, ra th e r  th a n  to  asce rta in  w h a t is to  b e  seen. I  t r u s t  tlio 
sp irits  m ay  p rove p rop itious, on ly  I  re m a rk  th a t  th e y  ap p e ar to  
te s t th e  savans m uch  m ore effectually  th a n  th e  savans m an ag e  
to  te s t them .

I t  is w ith  re luc tance th a t  I  u t te r  a  w ord  in  ap p a ren t dis­
p ara g em e n t o f  th e  efforts of M r. C rookes an d  o th e r sincere 
in q u ire rs , fo r w e canno t too  cord ia lly  su p p o rt an d  assist them . 
W e  know  som e o f th e  conditions o f  sp iritu a l m an ifesta tions, b u t 
o u r  know ledge is v e ry  im perfect. W e  have free  an d  ab u n d a n t 
m an ifesta tions w hen  w e assem ble th e  p ro p e r  conditions, b u t 
th e ir  assem blage is to  a  g re a t e x te n t  a  m a tte r  o f  accident. I t  
seem s to  m e th a t  i f  w e know  th e  requ isite  conditions w e m ig h t 
ensu re  m an ifesta tions a t  w ill— prov ided  w e could com m and th e  
conditions. T o  th is  consum m ation I  look  fo rw ard , b u t its 
rea lisa tion  can only  bo ach ieved  b y  p a tie n t an d  p ro tra c ted  
ex p erim en t. T h e re b y  th e  o th e r  w orld , and  o u r  association 
w ith  its  in h ab itan ts , m a y  becom e as dem onstrab le to  com m on 
experience as tho  ex istence of ou r antipodes. C olum bus g a v e  
th e  W e s te rn  to  th e  E a s te rn  hem isphere , an d  p rac tica lly  doubled 
th e  w o rld ; b u t i f  S p iritualists  in troduce m a n k in d  to  th e ir  
a n c es try  from  creation , how  m uch  g re a te r  th e  serv ice I

T h e  id le  question  is often  p u t— W h a t  is th e  good o f  sp iritua l 
m an ifesta tions ? T h e  su m m ary  an sw er isj th a t  tr u th  is i ts  ow n 
good— th a t  to  k n o w  is a  d iv ine sa tisfac tion , an d  th a t  facts o f 
an y  so rt can  nev e r b e  ind ifferen t to  a  philosophic m ind . “  B u t 
th e n  th e  m anifesta tions a re  so undignified , so v e ry  und ign ified , 
60 u n w o rth y  o f im m orta l beings 1”  A n d  p ray , w here w as i t  
le a rn t th a t  im m ortal beings had  an y  re g a rd  fo r the  fancy artic le  
w e call d ig n ity ?  I t  is p la in  th e  C rea to r h as  none, an d  w hy  
shou ld  H is  creatu res ? P hysica l m anifesta tions h av e  lit tle  charm  
fo r advanced  S p iritu a lis ts , th e y  p re fe rrin g  acquain tance w ith  
th e ir  o th e r-w o rld  friends on easie r te r m s ; b u t th is a t  le a s t m ay  
b e  said  in  th e ir  defence— th e y  a re  em inen tly  useful in  com pelling

* In Quarterly Journal o f  iS'cierece, July, 1870.
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tho  a tten tio n  of & g en e ra tio n  w hich, lik e  T hom as, w ill n o t believe 
unless th ey  can see and  handle. A lth o u g h  w e live in  a  C h ris tian  
lan d  w here  i t  m ig h t be supposed th a t  a  life beyond  th is  life w as 
o f a ll ideas the  m ost fam iliar, one h as  on ly  to  p e n e tra te  b eneath  
th e  surfaco to  find w h a t b ru tish  and  heathen ish  ideas o f  d ea th  
a re  en te rta in ed . Said  seriously a  m ost respectab le chu rch-go ing  
Croesus, who, in  his la s t  illness, had  bough t h im self a  v au lt in  
K en sa l G re en  C em etery , “  N ow  I  shall die happy , fo r I  know  

' w here  I  am  g o in g  to  1” I t  once fell to  m y  lo t to  te ll an  elderly  
la d y , w ho belonged  to  a  church  w here she h ad  undergone w h a t 
is tech n ica lly  kn o w n  as “  conversion,” th a t  she w as labou ring  
u n d e r  a  disease from  w hich recovery  w a3 hopeless. S itt in g  
sad ly  b y  th e  fireside, she broke th e  silence o f our m ed ita tion  
w ith , u  O h, M r. W h ite  ! I  w ish  I  really  knew  w hether th e re  is 
an o th e r  w o r ld ; fo r i f  th e re  is, I ’d  g e t ready , and  i f  th e re  is no t, 
I ’d en joy  m yself.”  I t  w ould  be easy  to  m u ltip ly  anecdotes o f 
sim ilar ten o r, b u t th e se  sufficiently indicate th e  s ta te  o f m ind  
w hich  physical m an ifesta tions a re  designed to  arouse. M ore 
th a n  a  ce n tu ry  ago S w edenborg  published h is angelic experiences 
w ith  th e  purpose, as he said, th a t m ankind  should rem ain  no  
lo n g e r ig n o ra n t o f th e  condition of souls afte r d e a th ; b u t th e  
w orld  has been  s tran g e ly  ind ifferen t to  his revelations, and hi3 
follow ers h av e  b een  equally  unfortunate . B u t since th e  
R o ch este r rap p in g s  s ta rtled  Sadduceeism  in 1848, w hat progress 
h as  b een  m ade in  th e  know ledge and confession o f th e  w orld 
to  c o m e ! A m erican  lite ra tu re  is seasoned w ith  Spiritualism . 
N o th in g , from  serm ons to  novels and new spapers, but shows 
traces  of its  influence. N o t even its ou tw ard  an tagonists escape 
its  ou tw ard  touch. A n d  d u rin g  th e  g re a t and te rrib le  conflict o f 
N o rth  an d  S ou th , w hen scarcely  a  household b u t knew  the 
te rro r  and  m isery  o f dea th , sw eet and  subtle w ere th e  consola­
tions w hich  th e  diffused atm osphere o f supernatural experience 
conveyed to  m y riad s o f  devasta ted  hearts.

F o r  m yself, le t m e confess— for confession is sometim es 
w holesom e— th a t I  have too long  been indifferent to  S piritualism  
in  its  hum ble r form s. E a r ly  in  life I  received Sw edenborg, and 
he  satisfied  m e p ro fo u n d ly ; and I  w en t on to  reckon  th a t w h a t 
h a d  satisfied m e o ugh t to  sa tisfy  everybody, and th a t if  o thers 
could  no t e a t w h a t I  had  eaten , and  flourish thereon, w hy then  
th e y  m ig h t go  w ith o u t! I  forgot the m ercy  of H eaven , w hich 
has m a n y  and  varied  m inistries, and in  m y  conceit failed to  
recogn ize , in  an y  adequate m anner, the  n a tu re  and m agnificence 
o f  the  revolu tion  in  transaction  before m y eyes.

I t  is alleged by  S ecularists th a t Spiritualism  is m ischievous, 
inasm uch as it tends to  w ithdraw  the m ind from  the  business 
o f th e  p resen t life. I  rem em ber M rs. E rnestine  L . B ose, an
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eloquen t p rea ch er o f  A theism , re la tin g  th a t P rofessor B ush  once 
m ade h e r  a  p resen t o f S w ed en b o rg ’s trea tise  on H eaven  and 
H ell. “ T h a n k  y o u , P ro fe sso r,”  said she, p u ttin g  th e  book 
u n d er th e  cushion o f  th e  so fa ; “  m y  daily  du ties a re  enough  fo r 
m e ; I  shall a tten d  to  H ea v en  o r H e ll w hen  I  find  m y se lf  in  
e ith e r .”  .

W e ll spoken, M rs. R o s e ! . Y ou w ore r ig h t  an d  you  w ere 
w rong . I f  S p iritualism  led  us to  im ag in e  th a t H ea v en  an d  H e ll 
h a d  for us a n y  ex istence outside ou r ow n hearts , o r tem p ted  us 
to  ind u lg e  in  w him sies an d  fo rg e t o u r fe llow -crea tu res, i t  w ould 
be m ischievous indeed,, an d  I  should  be so rry  to  say  a  w ord  in  
its  favour.. B u t w h ilst S p iritu a lis ts  differ on m an y  m a tte rs , on 
th is  I  th in k  th e y  a re  all ag reed , th a t  the  conditions o f  w ell­
b e in g  h erea fte r a re  th e  conditions o f w ell-being  here , an d  th a t  to  
e te rn ity  jo y  and  peace a re  inseparab le  and  inconceivable a p a r t 
from  ac tive  b ro th erly  service. W e  can  on ly  b e  h ap p y  as we 
resis t ev il a n d  produce h a p p in e ss ; th e re  a re  no  o th e r  m eans to  
a  blessed existence. T h a n k  G od, none !
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Mr. W h it e ’s mode of dealing with his author is a strange one. He whips 

his fetish soundly when it does not please him. He honours it with a curious 
admixture of admiration and contempt. He exposes most unmercifully the 
personal and intellectual follies of one in whom nevertheless he recognises a 
Divine afflatus, a teaching far ahead, not of his own time only, but also of ours. 
Whoever henceforth desires to know anything, concerning S w edend oeq  will be 
sure to look for it in Mr. W h it e ’s  book.

SCOTSMAN.
The Life of the G re a t  Se e r  is sketched with a  lively hand; an d  a n  endeavour 

is made by means of carefully selected extracts to present, in his own words, a 
view of what he meant to say in his tremendously voluminous writings. Nothing 
could be better than Mr. W h it e ’s biography. It is a valuable resumS of the 
many undoubtedly striking and beautiful conceptions emitted, amidst huge 
masses of folly, by the crazy theosopher.

' PORCUPINE, ' LIVERPOOL.
We feel we have only been able to give the faintest indications of the 

greatness of the subject and the worthiness of Mr. W h it e ’s  book. We should 
be well repaid if we could animate a singlo congenial reader with a desire to 
study for himself one of the best, most impartial, most instructive, and most 
thought-provoking of biographies—a biography which no man of intellectual 
and religious culture can read without constant admiration and frequent 
sympathy.

MANCHESTER GUARDIAN.
Mr. W h it e  must have the praise of having well completed a  laborious and 

tedious task. Any purchaser of his volume will indeed possess a  theological and 
philosophical system in little. All Sw ed enborg ' s writings are dissected, some 
of them elaborately analyzed, and, let us add, intelligently criticized, in a  
spirit of appreciation, but the reverse of servile or imitative. He is  strong 
enough to be independent, and bold enough to say what he thinks.

NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW.
Mr. W h it e ’s  work is a model of its kind, and does emphatic credit to his 

intellect and conscience. I t is by far the best Life o f Swedenborg.
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