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The State L ib rary  o f V ictoria  
“ A L M A  C O N JU R IN G  C O L L E C T IO N ”

P R E F A C E .

T h e  o b je c t  o f th is w o rk  is  to  th o ro u g h ly  e x p la in  to  th e  A m a te u r  

M a g ic ia n  th e  v a r io u s  s u b te r fu g e s  w h ich  a r e  m a d e  u se  o f b y  P r o 

fe ss io n a l C o n ju ro rs  to  m y s t ify  th e ir  a u d ie n c e s , a n d  to a f fo rd  su ch  

in s tru c tio n s  a s  s h a ll e n a b le  a n y  p erso n  to  g iv e  a  p r iv a te  p e r fo rm 

a n c e . T h a t  th e re  is  p le n ty  o f room  fo r  a  w o rk  on th e  su b je c t  o f 

m a g ic a l se c re ts  a n d  c o n tr iv a n c e s  is e v id e n t b y  th e  fe w  b o o k s  th a t  

a r e  in c ircu la tio n , a n d  even  so m e o f th e se  a r e  o f b u t s lig h t  v a lu e , a s  

th e y  g iv e  g ra p h ic  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f w h a t tr ic k s  a r e  p e r fo rm e d , w h ile  

b u t sc a n t  a n d  im p e rfe c t  e x p la n a t io n s  of h o w  th e y  a r e  e x e c u te d .

In  th e se  p a g e s  e v e ry  tr ic k  arid  a p p a r a tu s  w ill b e  fo u n d  c le a r ly  

d e fin e d  a n d  e x p lic it  in s tru c tio n s  g iv e n , su ch  a s  to  e n su re  th e ir  

s u c c e ss fu l p e r fo rm a n c e , so  th a t  the o n ly  re q u ire d  re q u is ite s  a r e  a 

g o o d  memory, s e lf -p o s s e s s io n , and the n e a e ss a ry  a p p a r a tu s ,  and 

w ith  these th re e  a n y  p e rso n  m a y  in a sh o rt tim e b e c o m e  capable 

o f g iv in g  a  v e r y  c re d ita b e  en te rta in m e n t in le g e rd e m a in  to a circle 

o f  fr ie n d s  o r  y o u n g  fo lk s , w h ich  w ill p ro v e  m o st a c c e p ta b le  and 

a g r e e a b le .

J .  D A Z L E Y  T H E O B A L D ,



THE AMATEUR MAGICIAN.

C H A P T E R  I .

IN T R O D U C TO R Y — D IS C O U R S E S  OF MAGICIANS IN  GE NERAL— A N D  

THE MYSTIC  ART FOR AND AGAINST.

I t  is  n ot m y  in tention  to p e n e tra te  f a r  b a c k  in to  b y g o n e  a g e s  to  
d isc o v e r  w h o  h a d  th e ho no r o f b e in g  M a g i  N o . I .

T h a t  c o n ju r in g  a n d  t r ic k e ry  h a s  e x is te d  fo r  h u n d re d s  o f y e a r s  w e  
h a v e  a m p le  p ro o f, a n d  th a t  E a s te rn  P o te n ta te s  w e re  in  th e  h a b it  o f 
re ta in in g  m a g ic ia n s  a t  th e ir  co u rts , a n d , th o u g h  often  h ig h ly  h o n o re d , 
th e re  w e re  fre q u e n t ly  t im e s  w h e n  u n a b le  to  p ro d u c e  e ffe c ts  to  p le a s e  
th e ir  ro y a l m a s te r s  th e y  w e re  c r u e lly  p u t to  d e a th .

F r o m  a n c ie n t  ch ro n ic le s  o f th e  tim e s o f J a m e s  I . w e  le a rn  th a t  a t  
th a t  p e r io d  th e  p ro fe ss io n  h a d  fa lle n  v e r y  lo w , a n d  d u r in g  h is re ig n  
a n d  th a t  o f Q u e e n  E liz a b e th  p e r fo rm e rs  w e re  sp o k e n  o f a s  ru ffia n s , 
k n a v e s , a n d  so rc e re rs , a n d  even  in  m o re  m o d ern  t im e s  w e re  c la s se d  
w ith  c h e a ts  a n d  p ic k p o c k e ts .

T h e r e  is  l it t le  d o u b t, h o w e v e r , b u t th a t  th e  n a m e  o f t r ic k s te r  w a s  
h e a r t i ly  d e s e rv e d  b y  m a n y , a n d  th a t  a  s to u t h o rse -w h ip  a c ro s s  th e  
s h o u ld e rs  o f so m e  o f th e  p ra c t it io n e rs  w a s  r ic h ly  m e r ite d ; th e  co n 
ju r in g  w a s  b u t o f a  v e r y  p o o r d e sc rip tio n  a n d  s im p ly  u sed , in  m a n y  
c a s e s , a s  a  m a n n e r  of c h e a t in g .

B u t  n ow  th e re  a r e  g e n t le m e n  p ro fe s s o rs  of. th e  a r t  in  m o st  o f  th e  
p r in c ip a l c it ie s  o f th e  k in g d o m , a n d  a m o n g s t  th e  m o st p o p u la r  o f 
th o se  th a t  a r e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n , m a y  b e  c la s s e d  M . R o b e r t  H o u d in , 
F r ik e l ,  R u b in i, C o m u s, M . C o u rto is , L y n n , S t o d a r e , M a s k e ly n e  a n d  
C o o k e , w h o  h a v e  d o n e  m uch  to ra is e  th e  a r t  to  its  p re se n t  h ig h  
s ta n d a r d .

T h e  d e m a n d  fo r  a m u s e m e n t  in c re a s e s  e v e r y  d a y , a n d  a  c e r ta in  
a m o u n t o f r e la x a t io n  is  g o o d  fo r  a l l, a n d  a n  e v e n in g  m a y  b e  p le a s a n t ly  
a n d  h a rm le s s ly  p a s se d  in  w itn e ss in g  a  c o n ju r in g  e n te r ta in m e n t, m o re  
e s p e c ia l ly  in  lo n g  w in te r  e v e n in g s , w h en  th e litt le  p e o p le  s ig h  fo r  
s o m e th in g  to  re l ie v e  th e  d u ll m o n o to n y  o f s it t in g  r e a d in g  a  b o o k  in
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fro n t  o f a  M a z in g  fire , a n d  w h en  even  o ld e r  p e o p le  fin d  th e  t im e  h a n g  
h e a v i ly  on th e ir  h a n d s . I d o  not m ean  to s a y  th a t  a ll e n te rta in m e n ts  
o f  th is  c la s s  a r e  w h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  be , n e ith e r  d o  I w ish  y o u  to im a g in e  
th a t  y o u  sh o u ld  d e v o te  th e  w h o le  o f y o u r  tim e  to th e  s tu d y  o f M a g ic ,  
b u t th e re  is  no h a rm  in learn in g- a  fe w  tr ic k s  to a m u se  y o u n g  p eo p le  
w ith  a t  o p p o rtu n e  tim es.

B u t  th e re  is  one s u b je c t  on w hich  I w ish  to a d d re ss  m y s e lf  to  y o u n g  
p e o p le , a n d  to  o ld e r  fo lk s  a s  w e ll, h o p in g  th a t  th o se  w h o m  the c a p  fits  
w ill w e a r  it . L e a r n  th e se  e x p e r im e n ts  a n d  tr ic k s  fo r  a m u se m e n t, b u t 
d o  n ot c a r r y  them  into y o u r  e v e r y - d a y  life . T h e r e  a r e  (m u ch  to b e  
re g re tte d  a s  the fa c t  is) n u m b e rs  o f p erso n s  w h o  th in k  n o th in g  o f 
t r ic k in g  th o se  a ro u n d  them  in b u s in e ss , in p le a s u re , o r a n y  fo rm  th a t  
m a y  su it  th e ir  p u rp o se .

N o th in g  is m o re  d e te s ta b le  th an  a  p erso n  w h o w ill a c t  in th is  m a n 
n e r , a n d  u se  th e  su p e rio r  in te lle c t  g iv e n  them  fo r a  h ig h  a n d  n o b le  
p u rp o se , fo r su ch  d e g r a d in g  p u rsu its . B e  fre e  a n d  op en  in a l l y o u r  
d e a lin g s  a n d  th u s w in  th e este e m  a n d  a d m ira tio n  o f th o se  a ro u n d  
y o u , b e in g  a s s u re d  th a t d ecep tio n  a n d  t r ic k e ry  n e v e r  d id  p a y  a n d  
n e v e r  w ill.

M a g ic  is  so m e th in g  m o re  th an  a m u se m e n t, It  te n d s  to  r id  th e  
m in d  of m a n y  su p e rs t it io n s , a n d  to d iv e s t 'th e  in te llect o f m a n y  p r e ju 
d ic e s  w hich  ca n n o t b e  too  r e a d ily  s u rre n d e re d . It  a w a k e n s  th o u g h t, 
se ts  th e  y o u th fu l m in d  sp e c u la tin g , a n d  ro u se s  th e  in g e n u ity . I 
m a y  term  it p ro fita b le  a m u se m e n t to  a  c e r ta in  e x te n t, if in the en d  it 
e n a b le s  p erso n s  to  g e t  r id  o f th e ir  su p e rs t it io u s  n otion s a n d  id e a s . 
A n d  th is su p e rstitio n  in th e  m in d s  o f m a n y  co u n try  p e o p le  is  even  a t  
th e  p re se n t d a y  v e r y  s tro n g , a n d  it is to be d e p lo re d  th at th e re  a r e  
p e rso n s  so  d e g ra d e d  a n d  fa lle n  so  low  a s  to e n d e a v o u r  to fo ste r  th e se  
su p e rs t it io u s  n o tio n s, b y  a l le g in g  th e m se lve s  to  b e  in  co m m u n icatio n  
w ith  d e p a rte d  sp ir its . I can n o t s p e a k  too s t ro n g ly  a g a in s t  th o se  w h o 
b y  th e ir  g ro s s  m o ra l w ic k c d n e ss , s tr iv e  to  re v iv e  su p e rstitio n s  w h ich  
it  w a s  to  be h o ped  h a d  lo n g  s in ce  c e a se d  to e x ist  in  th is  e n lig h te n e d  
la n d . I re fe r  to  th o se  p e rso n s  w h o  term  th e m se lv e s  s p ir itu a lis ts , bu t 
o f this I sh all h a v e  m ore to s a y  fu r th e r  on .

A s  fa r  a s  lie s  in m y  p o w er I sh a ll th o ro u g h ly  e x p o s e  th e se  im p io u s  
p e rso n s , a n d  d e sc rib e  the t r ic k e ry  w h ich  th e y  m a k e  u se  o f, t ru s t in g  
th a t  th e re  m a y  b e , a t  le a s t , som e m in d s, w h o  a r e  p e rh a p s  w a n d e r in g  
a n d  d o u b tin g  a s  to w h eth er th e se  th in g s  a r e  so  o r no, w h o w ill re a d  
th e se  p a g e s , a n d  tnen  b a n ish  from  th e ir  th o u g h ts  a n y  id e a  w h ich  th e y  
m a y  h a v e  g e n e ra te d , a s  to m o rta ls  e v e r  h a v in g  in te rco u rse  w ith  d e 
p a rte d  s p ir it s . N a tu r a l an d  le g it im a te  m a g ic  h a s  b e en  v e r y  h ig h ly  
p a tro n iz e d . P ro fe sso r  A n d e rs o n  h a v in g  h a d  th e  h o n o r o f p e r fo rm in g  
b e fo re  the Q u een  a n d  P r in c e  C o n cert, th e  E m p e ro r  N ic h o la s , a n d  
m a n y  o th e r  oi the c ro w n ed  h e ad s  o f E u ro p e .

In  the e a r ly  a g e s  m a g ic  w a s  p ra c tise d  c h ie fly  b y  th e  p r ie sts , th e y  
b e in g  the m ost le a rn e d  m en  o f th e ir  d a y ,  a n d  a s  a  n a tu ra l co u rse  
w ere  b e st a c q u a in te d  w ith  the o p tics, a c o u stic s  a n d  h y d ro sta t ic  l a v s ,  
a s  fa r  a s  th e y  w e re  then  k n o w n . T h e  term  “ m a g ic ”  is d e r iv e d  fro m  
th e  w o rd  ma^iu, w h ich , in its a n c ie n t s e n se , m e a n s  th e  d o ctrin e  a n d
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le a r n in g  of th e M a g i ,  o r w ise  m en  o f P e r s ia .  T h e  tit le  h a s  a lw a y s  
c a r r ie d  w ith  it a  tru e  m e a n in g , v e r y  fa r  d iffe re n t fro m  th a t w h ich  the 
u n e d u c a te d  h a v e  th o u gh t it to  im p ly , its  s ig n ific a tio n  b e in g  s im p ly  
th e s tu d y  o f w is d o m ; bu t in its  a f t e r  a p p lic a tio n  to  th e  w o rk in g  of 
s o rc e ry  a n d  d ia b o lic a l s c ie n c e , it .cam e to  b e  r e g a rd e d  w ith  d re a d  a n d  
its  p ra c t it io n e rs  sh u n n e d  a n d  p e rse c u te d .

K g-yptian  m a g ic  is p ro b a b ly  th e  m ost a n c ie n t, fo llo w e d  b y  th a t  o f 
th e  C h a ld e a n s , G r e e k s , a n d  P e r s ia n s . T h e  g r e a t  o ra c le s  o f a n t iq u ity  
th o se  of D e lp h o s, D o d o n a , Ju p i t e r ,  A m m o n , a n d  t - e  C la r ia n  A p o llo , 
w e re  d o u b tle ss  re n d e re d  fa m o u s m e re ly  b y  th e  sk ill o f th e ir  p r ie sts  in 
th e  la w s  of n a tu ra l sc ie n ce , r e n d e r in g  them  a b le  to  d e c e iv e  th e  e y e s  
a n d  e a rs  o f th e ir  w o rsh ip p e rs .

I t  h a s  even  been  su p p o se d  b y  S i r  H u m p h re y  D a v e y  th a t  th e  in s p ir 
a tio n  a n d  fre n z y  of the S y b i l  w e re  b u t th e  re s u lts  o f a  d o se  o f n itr ic -  
o x id e  o r la u g h in g  g a s .

T h e  p r ie s ts  o f th e se  a n c ie n t c o u n trie s  w e re  a b le , b y  n a tu r a l sc ie n ce  
a n d  m a g ic , to m a k e  a r t if ic ia l th u n d e r  a n d  lig h tn in g , a n d  p ro d u c e  
m y ste r io u s  s ig h ts  b y  co n c a v e  m irro rs , a n d  so  b y  th e se  a c ts  g a in e d  an  
in flu e n ce  o v e r  th e  p eo p le  to su ch  a n  e x te n t  a s  to e n a b le  th em  to e x to rt  
w h a t th ey  w ish ed  to a lm o st  a n y  a m o u n t, a n d  w e re  re g a rd e d  w ith  a w e  
a n d  fe a r  b y  th o se  a ro u n d  th em , a n d  w e h a v e  m uch c a u s e  to  be th a n k 
fu l th a t th o se  a g e s  o f d a rk n e s s  a n d  su p e rstitio n  h a v e  p a s se d .

A n d  now  lo r  a  few  u sefu l h in ts  to th e  a m a te u r  a n d  1 w ill c lo se  th e  
c h a p te r. D o  n ot d e s p a ir  i f  y o u r  firs t  a tte m p ts  a p p e a r  c ru d e  a n d  
c lu m s y , but p e r s e v e re  till y o u  su c c e e d . M a n y  p ro le ss o rs  h a v e  d e 
v o te d  y e a r s  o f th e ir  life  to m a s te r in g  th e  A rt , a n d  it is  o n ly  b y  lo n g  
u n w e a r ie d  p ra c t ic e  th a t  th e  m o re  d ifficu lt  fe a ts  can  b e  p ro p e r ly  p e r
fo rm ed . F o r  th is  re a so n , o n ly  thos’e tr ic k s  th a t a re  e a s y  o f p e r fo rm 
a n c e  a r e  h e re  in tro d u ce d . A lw a y s  k e e p  quite' cool a n d  s e lf -p o s s e sse d  
w h en  e x h ib it in g  a n y  a p p a r a tu s , a n d  a llo w  n o th in g  to u p se t y o u r  
e q u a n im ity . It  v e r y  fre q u e n tly  o ccu rs , th a t  in th e  m id st of p e r fo rm 
in g , so m e little  h itch  w ill o ccu r in th e p ro c e e d in g s , a n d ' sh o u ld  y o u  
b eco m e a t  a ll flu rrie d  y o u r  a u d ie n c e  w ill a t  on ce n otice it. Y o u  sh o u ld  
th e re fo re  a lw a y s  be p r e p a re d  to tu rn  th e  atten tio n  o f the c o m p a n y  to 
so m e o th er o b je c t , o r  k e e p  th em  e n g a g e d  w ith  y o u r  c o n v e rsa tio n . 
L a s t ly ,  1 w ould  not a d v is e  y o u  to m a k e  y o u r  ow n  a p p a r a tu s . M a n u 
fa c tu re rs  w h o  d isp o se  of h u n d re d s , a n d  in so m e  c a se s  th o u sa n d s  o f 
o n e  tr ic k , a re  a b le  to  g e t th em  up m u ch  c h e a p e r  a n d  m o re  ta s te fu l ly  
th a n  y o u  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  d o . A  c lu m s ily  fin ish ed  p iece  o f m e c h a n ism  
lo o k s  v e r y  b a d  in d e e d .

N o t e — N o  tr ic k s  th a t  w o u ld  fo rm  th e  m e a n s  of p ra c t ic a l jo k e s  o f 
a n  u n p le a sa n t  c h a ra c te r  w ill b e  fo u n d  in  th is  b o o k . E v e r y  p o s s ib le  
m e a n s  h a s  b e en  ta k e n  to re n d e r  it a  w o rk  th a t w ill b e  a c c e p ta b le  e v e n  
to  th e  m o st fa st id io u s .
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C H A P T E R  I I .

THE BROKEN WATCH RESTORED— TH E CHAMELEON ROSE— THE  
WONDERFUL RODS— T H E  M Y STIC  DANCERS.

T H E  B R O K E N  W A T O H  R E S T O R E D ,  O R  T H E  T I M E 

K E E P E R  T H A T  W E N T  E A S T .

T h e  C o n ju ro r  step s on to th e  p la tfo rm  a n d  so lic its  on e o f  the 
a u d ie n c e  to tru st  a  w a tch  to h is  k e e p in g  fo r  a  fe w  m in u tes . A  g e n t le 
m an  o r  la d y  h a v in g  been  p e rsu a d e d  u p on  to d o  th is , th e  P ro fe s so r  
re m a rk s  th a t th e  w a tc h  re q u ire s  re g u la t in g , a n d  p la c in g  it w ith in  a  
m o rta r  t a k e s  up  a  p e stle  a n d  b r in g s  it d ow n  w ith  a  h e a v y  th u m p . A  
so u n d  o f b ro k en  g la s s  is  im m e d ia te ly  h e a rd , a n d  th e  p o u n d in g  p ro 
ce e d s  w ith  v ig o r  fo r  a  few  se co n d s, w h en  th e  fra g m e n ts  o f th e  w a tch  
a r e  po u red  out o f the m o rta r , to the h o rro r  o f th e  o w n er, w ho on b e in g  
o ffe red  th e  fra g m e n ts  n a tu r a l ly  d e c lin e s , th o u g h  n ot w ith  th a n k s . 
A fte r  a  little  d iscu ssio n  th e C o n ju ro r  a g r e e s  to e n d e a v o u r  to  re s to re  
it to its  o r ig in a l s ta te . A  ta rg e t  is n ow  b ro u g h t fo rw a rd , a ls o  a  p is 
tol w h ich  is lo a d e d  w ith  th e  b ro k en  fra g m e n ts , a n d  c a p p e d . T h e  
ta rg e t  is p la c e d  on th e  ta b le  a n d 'a  ju v e n ile  c a lle d  to th e fro n t to  fire  
th e  p isto l, b e in g  d ire c te d  to p o in t it s t ra ig h t  a t  th e  b u ll’ s -e y e . L it t le  
fe llo w s sh o u ld  not b e  too am b itio u s  o f th is  h o n o r u n less  th e y  a r e  p re tty  
s tro n g , a s  I h a v e  seen  a  y o u n g s te r  s te p  fo rw a rd  w ith  d e lig h t  a n d  p r id e  
d ep icte d  on h is co u n ten an ce , b u t not su ffic ien t m u sc le  in h is  a rm  to 
e n a b le  h im  to p u ll th e  t r ig g e r , a n d  th e re fo re  h a d  to re t ire  to  h is  s e a t  
a n d  su c k  h is fin g e rs  in d isa p p o in tm e n t a n d  g r ie f . O n  the b u ll’ s -e y e  
is fix e d  a  little  h o ok, a n d  d ire c t ly  the p isto l is f ire d  th e  b o rro w e d  
w atch  is seen  to a lig h t  on the hook in a  re sto red  co n d itio n , a n d  is 
h a n d e d  b a c k  to the now  sa tis f ie d  o w n er.

E X P L A N A T I O N .

T h e  m o rta r  h a s  a  m o v e a b le  bottom  w h ich  a llo w s  the w a tch , a t  the 
p e r fo rm e r ’ s p le a s u re , to fa ll th ro u gh  into his h a n d . In  th e th ick  en d  
o1 th e p e stle  is a  ho llow  sp a ce  c lo se d  b y  a  ro u n d  p iece  o f w o o d  lig h t ly  
sc re w c d  in, w h ich  fitt in g  t ig h t ly  in th e  b o tto m  of th e  m o rta r  is e a s ily  
u n scre w e d  b y  th e p e r fo rm e r , o r  ra th e r  u n sc re w s  itse lf  a s  h e a p p a r e n t ly  
g r in d s  a w a y  a t  th e ill- fa te d  ch ro n o m eter. In  th e c a v ity  a r e  p la c e d , 
b e fo re h a n d , the fra g m e n ts  o f a  w a tc h , w h ich  thus re le a se d  fa ll in to  th e  
n .o r ta r  a n d  a r e  em p tie d  out b y  the p e rfo rm e r  in to  his h a n d  in o rd e r  
to  sh ow  th a t th e re  is no d ecep tio n . T h e  ta rg e t  is  a n  o rd in a ry  lo o k in g  
ro u n d  ta rg e t , ab o u t tw e lv e  in ch es h ig h , su p p o rte d  on a n  u p r ig h t  
p illa r . I t  is p a in te d  in ecce n tric  c irc le s , a n d  on th e  b u ll’ s -e y e  is fix e d  
a sm a ll h o ok. T h e  b u ll’ s -e y e  is m oveab ’le, r e v o lv in g  on its  ow n  a x is . 
It  is  co lou red  a lik e  on both s id e s , ea ch  b e in g  p ro v id e d  w ith  a  h o o k , 
a s  a lr e a d y  m en tio n ed , so th a t w hich  e v e r  s id e  o f the b u ll’ s -e y e  is  fo r  
th e  tim e b e in g  le ve l w ith  th e fa c e  o f th e  ta r g e t  no d iffe re n ce  is  p e r 
ce p tib le  to the sp e c ta to rs .

T h e r e  is a  litt le  p r o je c tin g  p in  o r sto p  a t  o n e  p o in t o f th e  d ia m e te r  
o f th e  b u ll’ s -e y e  w h ich  p re v e n ts  it m a k in g  m o re  than  a  h a lf-re v o lu t io n , 
a n d  a  little  sp ira l s p r in g  a tta c h e d  to one o f th e  tw o p ivo ts  on w h ic h  it
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m o v e s , c o m p els  it to  tu rn  w h en  a t  l ib e r ty  a lw a y s  in  o n e  p a r t ic u la r  
d ire ctio n  until s to p p e d  b y  th e  p in , so  th a t  th e  n o rm a l co n d itio n  o f th e  
b u ll ’ s -e y e  is to  h a v e  o n e  p a r t ic u la r  s id e , w hich I w ill c a ll, fo r  g r e a te r  
c le a rn e s s , s id e  A, a lw a y s  tu rn e d  to  th e  fa c e  o f th e  ta rg e t . T h e  b u l l ’ s 
e y e  m a y , h o w e v e r , 'b e  tu rn e d  ro u n d  so  th a t  th e  o p p o site  s id e  B is 
to w a rd s  the fa c e  o f th e  ta rg e t , a n d  th e re  is  a  litt le  ca tch  w h ich  re ta in s  
it a s  so  tu rn e d , b u t th e  in s ta n t the ca tch  is  w ith d ra w n  th e ac tio n  o f 
th e  s p r in g  m a k e s  it f ly  ro u n d  a g a in  to its  o ld  p o sitio n . T h e  catch  is  
r e le a s e d  b y  m earjs  o f a  s t if f w ire  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  th e p i l la r  on w h ich  
th e  ta r g e t  re s ts , a n d  te rm in a tin g  in a  ro u n d  d isc  o f m eta l in th e  fo o t. 
1  h e m o d e  o f co n n ectio n  b etw een  th e w ire  a n d  the c a tc h  v a r ie s  a c 

c o rd in g  to  th e  fa n c y  o f th e  m a k e r , b u t w h a te v e r  th is m a y  b e  th e  ca tch  
is in v a r ia b ly  re le a s e d  b y  an  u p w a rd  p re s s u re  o f th e  d isc  fro m  b e lo w . 
W h e n  th e  ta r g e t  is r e q u ire d  fo r u se  th e b u ll’ s -e y e  is tw is te d  ro u n d  so  
th a t  th e  s id e  a  is  tu rn e d  to w a rd s  th e b a c k , a n d  in this p o sitio n  it is  
f ix e d  b y  th e ca tch . '1  h e  b o rro w e d  w a tch  is then  h o o k e d  on th e sa m e  
s id e  o f th e b u l l ’ s -e y e . In  b r in g in g  fo rw a rd  th e  ta r g e t  c a re  is ta k e n  
to  k e e p  th e  fa c e  to w a rd s  th e  s p e c ta to rs  so  th a t  th e w a tch  h u n g  at th e  
b a c k  is  u n se en . A t  the m o m e n t o f f ir in g  th e p isto l th e  d isc  is p a sse d  
u p w a rd s  a n d  th e ca tch  b e in g  th u s  w ith d ra w n  the b u l l ’ s - e y e  in s ta n t ly  
tu rn s  ro u n d , a n d  s id e  a ,  on w h ich  is th e  w a tc h , in s ta n t ly  ta k e s  the 
p la c e  o f  s id e  B on th e  fa c e  o f th e  t a r g e t .  T h e  m o v e m e n t is  e ffected  
so  q u ic k ly  th a t th e  s h a rp e s t  e y e  can n o t d isc e rn  it, a n d  th e  e x p lo s io n  
o f th e  p isto l a t  th e  m o m e n t a id s  s t il l fu r th e r  to  b a ffle  th e  v ig ila n c e  of 
th e  a u d ie n c e , to  w h o m  it a p p e a rs  a s  i f  th e  b o rro w e d  w a tc h  h a d  re a lly  
p a s s e d 'fr o m  th e  p isto l to th e ta r g e t . T h e  p isto l e m p lo y e d  b e in g  o f 
co n sta n t u se  in m a g ic a l p e r fo rm a n c e s  w ill d e m a n d  a  sp e c ia l e x p la n a 
t io n . It  co n sists  o f tw o  p a r ts , v iz ., an  o rd in a ry  p o ck et p isto l a n d  a  
co n ica l tin  fu n n e l, m e a s u r in g  a b o u t  five  in ch e s  a c ro s s  its  w id e st  d ia 
m eter, a n d  ta p e r in g  d ow n  to a  tu b e  o f su ch  a  d ia m e te r  a s  to  fit 
e a s i ly  o v e r  th e b a rre l o f th e  p isto l. T h is  tu b e  is co n tin u e d  in s id e  th e  
c o n e  a n d  a f fo rd s  a  fre e  p a s s a g e  fo r  th e  c h a rg e , w h ich  c o n sists  o f 
p o w d e r  o n ly . A n y  o b je c t w h ich  is to b e  fired  a p p a r e n t ly  fro m  the 
p isto l is  p re ss e d  dow n b etw een  th e  o u ts id e  o f th is tu b e  a n d  th e  in s id e  
o f th e  tin  co n e , w h e re  it re m a in s  w h o lly  u n a ffe c te d  b y  th e  d is c h a r g e .

— :o :—

T H E  C H A M E L E O N  R O S E .

T h is  is a  v e r y  e le g a n t  a n d  p le a s in g  illu sio n . A  w h ite  ro se  on b e in g  
p re se n te d  to a  la d y  c h a n g e s  to a  red  on e. B e fo re  y o u  w a n t to  p e r 
fo rm  th e  tr ic k , su sp e n d  th e  ro se  o v e r  th e  n e ck  o f a  w id e  m o u th ed  
p ic k le  bo ttle , o r  ja m  ja r ,  fo r  ab o u t ten  o r fifteen  m in u tes, in  w h ich  y o u  
h a v e  p la c e d  a  sm a ll q u a n t ity  o f a m m o n ia , t a k in g  c a re  th a t  th e  flo w e r  
d o cs  n ot touch  th e  a m m o n ia . 1  h e b e st  w a y  to s u sp e n d  the rose is  
to  p a s s  th e  w ire  th ro u g h  th e  co rk , w liich  sh o u ld  fit  th e  b o ttle  so  a s  to  
k e e p  in th e  s t re n g th  of th e  am m o n ia , th e  fu m es  o f w h ich  w ill b la n c h  
th e  ro se  p e r fe c t ly  w h ite . W h e n  y o u  w ish  to u se  it ta k e  it fro m  th e  ja r ,  
a n d  p re se n t  it  to a  la d y ,  a t  th e  sa m e  tim e fa n n in g  it a s  sh e  h o ld s it in 
h e r  h a n d  fo r a  m in u te  o r tw o , w h en  it w ill c h a n g e  into  a  d e e p  c r im so n .
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T H E  W O N D E R F U L  R O D S .

T h is  tr ic k  co n sists  o f a  b o ttle  in  the c e n tre  o f w h ich  a r e  fo u r co lo u red  
p ieces  o f w o o d  w h ich  a p p e a r  to  b e  o f a n  eq u a l le n g th  a n d  d iam eter. 
T o  p erfo rm  th e tr ic k  u n sc re w  th e  b o ttle  a n d  a s k  on e of th e  co m p a n y  
to p la c e  e ith e r  o f th e  s t ic k s  in th e  n eck  o f the b o ttle , to  c lo se  it, a n d  
to  k eep  the re m a in in g  th re e  c o n c e a le d . T h e  p e rfo rm e r  m u st then  tell 
th e  co lo u r o f th e  s t ic k  th a t  h a s  been  p la c e d  in th e  b o ttle . T h is  is  d o n e  
b y  o b se rv in g  th e fo llo w in g  d ire c tio n s  :—

H o ld  th e e x tre m e  e n d s  b etw een  tw o  fin g e rs , a n d  then  y o u  w ill h e a r , 
b y  s h a k in g  th e  b o ttle , th a t  W H I T E  p ro d u c e s  a  ra t t l in g  so u n d , B L U E  
no so u n d  a t  a ll. R E D  b e in g  a  tr ifle  lo n g e r  th a n  the rest w ill p re v e n t 
tb e  bottle from  c lo s in g  e n tire ly . B L A C K  h a s  q u ic k s ilv e r  le t  into  it, 
c o n s e q u e n tly  it can  b e  e a s i ly  d etec ted  b y  s lo w ly  m o v in g  th e  b o ttle  too 
a n d  fro , w h e re b y  y o u  fee l the q u ic k s ilv e r  ro llin g  from  o n e e n d  to the 
o th er. I t  is a d v is a b le  to p ra c tise  th e  tr ic k  to d etec t th e  d ist in c t  d if
fe re n ce  b e tw een  w h ite  a n d  b la c k .

In  o rd e r  to  m a k e  th e  tr ic k  m o re  m y ste r io u s , p re te n d  to a sc e r ta in  
th e  c o lo u r b y  th e  sm e ll. T h is  m a k e s  it, a t  the sa m e  tim e , e a s ie r  fo r 
th e  p e rfo rm e r, h a v in g  th e  b o ttle  c lo se  to  th e  e a r .

— :o :—

T H E  M Y S T I C  D A N C E R S .

LIT TLE FIG URES INSIDE A GLASS ARE MADE TO CIRCLE ABOUT AT 
TH E W ORD OF COMMAND.

M a k e  a  h o llow  b o x  a b o u t a  fo ot s q u a re  a n d  on e a n d  a - h a lf  in ch es  
d e e p , lin e  th e  bottom  w ith  p la te  lo o k in g  g la s s ,  h a v in g ' a  sh ee t jo  
p la te  o r  com m o n  g la s s  to fo rm  a  co v e r. C u t a  v a r ie ty  o f s m a ll f ig u re s  
out o f p a p e r , a n d  p la c e  them  in  th e  b o x  w ith  a  fe w  litt le  fe a th e rs  o r 
o th e r  lig h t  su b s ta n c e s . R u b  th e  s u rfa c e  o f the g la s s  c o v e r  w ith  a  
d r y  w a rm  silk  h a n d k e rc h ie f. In  a  fe w  se co n d s  the fe a th e rs  a n d  
fig u re s  w ill b eco m e e lec tr ified  a n d  d a n c e  a b o u t a t  a  fu r io u s  sp e e d , 
c a u s in g  g r e a t  a sto n ish m e n t.
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THE MYSTIC  FAMILY.— M YSTERIOUS WATCH BOX.
T H E  M Y S T I C  F A M I L Y .

T H E  OBJECT OF T H I S  TR IC K IS TO TRANSFORM A COIN PLACED IN  
A W OO DE N  VASE INTO TH RE E SUBSTANTIA L PORCELAIN IN F AN T S.  
THERE IS AN IN N E R  VASE INTO W H IC H  TH RE E  CHINA F IG U R E S  
SHOULD BE FIRST PLACE D.

THE AMATEUR MAGICIAN. 13

I N S T R U C T I O N S .

R e m o v e  th e  in n e r  v a s e  c o n ta in in g  th e in fan ts  an d  p la c e  it b e h in d  a  
s m a ll  b o x  o r  b o o k , so m e th in g  ju s t  su ffic ien t to  co n cea l it fro m  v ie w , 
th en  p a s s  ro u n d  th e  c o v e r  a n d  e m p ty  v a s e  fo r e x a m in a t io n . O n  th e ir  
b e in g  re tu rn e d  to y o u , p la c e  th e  c a r d  c o v e r  o v e r  th e  sm a lle r  v a s e  
c o n ta in in g  th e  in fa n ts  in a n  a b se n t  m a n n e r , so th a t  no n otice  m a y  b e  
ta k e n  o f th e ac t. N e x t  b o rro w  a  co in  from  a  la d y  o r  g e n tle m a n  a n d  
p la c e  it in s id e  th e  v a s e , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e l i f t in g  up  th e  c a rd  c o v e r  w ith  
th e  c o n c e a le d  in fa n ts , w h ich  m a y  e a s ily  b e  k e p t fro m  fa l l in g  b y  p la c 
in g  one o f  th e  fin g e rs  b en eath  th e  u n d e r  p a r t  o f th e  c o v e r , a n d  let it 
fa ll  a s  g e n t ly  a s  p o ss ib le  o v e r  th e  o u ter  v a s e . N o w  re q u e st  th e  p erso n  
fro m  w h o m  y o u  b o rro w e d  th e  coin  to h o ld  th e  v a s e  in  th e  p a lm  o f th e ir  
h a n d , a n d  a f t e r  a  p a u se , g a z in g  in te n tly  a t  th e v a s e  to g iv e  d u e  e ffe c t , 
ta k e  it in y o u r  h a n d , re m o v e r  th e c o v e r , a n d  r e m a rk in g , “  E x c h a n g e  
is  n o  r o b b e r y ,”  p re se n t th e  in fa n ts  to  th e  in d iv d u a l, a n  a c t  w h ich  w ill 
c a u s e  m u ch  m errim en t. A fte r  th is y o u  can  a g a in  p la c e  th em  in th e  
v a s e , p u t on th e  c o v e r , a n d  p in c h in g  the s id e s  o f it th e  in n er c a s e  w ill 
r ise  w ith  th e c o v e r , a n d  th e  m o n ey  is  d isc o v e re d  ly in g  a t  th e  b o tto m  
a s  o r ig in a lly  p la c e d .
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T H E  M Y S T E R I O U S  W A T C H  B O X .

A  w a tch  p la c e d  in  th is  b o x  m y ste r io u s ly  d is a p p e a rs  a n d  is  fo u n d  in  
th e cen tre  o f a  lo a f  o f b re a d  o r a n y w h e re  d e s ire d .

T h is  is  a  v e r y  e le g a n t  tr ic k  a n d  e x c ite s  m uch s u rp r ise . A  b e a u t i
fu l ly  fin ish ed  little  m a h o g a n y  c a s e  n ic e ly  lin ed  w ith red  or b lu e  v e lv e t , 
w ith  re fle c to r on th e  in s id e  o f th e  lid , lo ck  a n d  k e y  co m p lete , co m 
p r ise s  th e a p p a ra tu s . B o rro w  a  w a tch  fro m  so m e la d y  p re se n t, a n d  
p la c e  it in s id e  th e  b o x  a n d  a llo w  th e  s p e c ta to rs  to  e x a m in e  it 
th o ro u g h ly . H a v in g  su ffe red  th em  to sa t is f iy  th e m se lve s  to  th e  b e s t  
o f th e ir  b e lie f  th a t th e  tr ick  y o u  p ro p o se  to p e rfo rm  is im p o ss ib le , h a n d  
th e  la d y , fro m  w hom  y o u  b o rro w ed  th e w a tch , th e  k e y , a n d  re q u e st  
h e r  to lo ck  the b o x , p e rm itt in g  h e r  a ls o  to re ta in  th e k e y . G e n t ly  
s h a k e  th e  b o x  to sh o w  th a t th e  w a tch  is  still th e re , a n d  th e n  in v ite  a  
l a d y  o r  g e n tle m a n  to h o ld  a  h a n d k e rc h ie f o v e r  it w h ile  y o u  c o n v e y  it 
to y o u r  ta b le .

D u r in g  th is  tra n s it  y o u  m u st o b ta in  th e  w a tch  from  th e b o x , w h ich  
is d o n e  a s  fo llow s :— P re s s  up  th e  le ft  e n d  o f th e  bottom  o f b o x , (in  
w h ich  th e re  is  se cre t s p r in g s ,)  w h ich  fo rce s  th e s id e  open  w h en  th e 
w a tc h  w ill s lip  out in to  y o u r  h a n d , a n d  y o u  re p la c e  th e s id e . H a v in g  
re a c h e d  th e  ta b le , y o u r  o b je c t b e in g  now  a c c o m p lish e d , p e rm it  the 
g e n t le m a n  to re m o v e  th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f a n d  c o n v e y  th e  b o x  to  th e  la d y  
to  b e  u n lo ck e d . W h ile  th e c o m p a n y  a r e  w a tc h in g  th is  p ro c e e d in g , 
c o n tr iv e  to in s e r t  the w a tch  in a  lo a f o f b re a d  w hich  h a v e  n e a r  a t  h a n d . 
W h e n  th e b o x  h a s  been  u n lo ck ed  a n d  co n ste rn a tio n  e x h ib ite d  a t  th e  
w a tch  h a v in g  d isa p p e a re d , b r in g  fo rw a rd  thii lo a f, a n d  b r e a k in g  it 
o p en  d isc lo se  th e  w a tch  in th e  cen tre .

C H A P T E R  I V .

TH E MAGIC CORKS, THE D ISSO L 
VIN G PILE OF HALFPENCE, TH E  
MAGIC HANDKERCHIEF CASE,  
THE MYSTERIOUS HA N D KER 
CHIEF OR THE BEWIT CHED  
CANDLE ,T HE FIN GER  T H ROUGH  
THE HAT, TH E DISAPPEARING  
CIGARS, THE BLACK CUP.

T H E  M A G I C  C O R K S .

BEING A STRANGE ACT OF MAGIC MULTIPLICATION.
R e m o v e  the lid  in w h ich  th e fo u r  c o rk s  a re  g u m m e d , a n d  p la c e  it  

d o w n  on th e  ta b le , t a k in g  c a re  th a t  the c o rk s  a re  n ot seen  b y  th e  c o m -
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p a n y . T h e n  ta k e  ou t th e  s ix  lo o se  c o rk s , a n d  o b se rv e , “  I am  n o w  
a b o u t  to  p e rfo rm  a  m o st w o n d e rfu l a n d  u n p a r ra lle d  fe a t  in  m u ltip li
c a t io n , th a t o f m u lt ip ly in g  s ix  co rk s  into te n ,”  co u n t th e  lo o se  co rk s  
in to  th e  b o x , a n d  p a s s  it ro u n d  fo r  e x a m in a t io n . T h e n  r e p la c e  th e  
lid , a f t e r  w h ich  p la c e  th e b o x  d ow n  on th e  ta b le , r e v e r s in g  it, h o w e v e r, 
a s  y o u  d o  so , b y  th is  m e a n s , g e t t in g  th e  o th er lid  u p p e rm o s t , c o v e r  it 
o v e r  w ith  a  h a n d k e rc h ie f to  g iv e  m o re  e ffect, a n d  ta p  it s m a r t ly  on ce  
o r  tw ice , r e m a r k in g , “  I th in k  b y  th is  t im e  w e s h a ll fin d  th e  n u m b e r  
h a s  in c re a s e d .”  R e m o v e  th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f a n d  lid , le t t in g  th e  co m 
p a n y  lo ok  into  th e  b o x  a n d  co u n t th e  c o rk s , w h en  to  th e ir  s u rp r ise  th e  
in c re a s e d  n u m b e r w ill b e  fo u n d .

T H E  D I S S O L V I N G  P I L E  O P  H A L F P E N C E .
T H IS  TR IC K COMPRISES A N U M BE R  OF H A LFPEN NIES RIV E T ED  TO 

GE TH E R  AND HOLLOWED IN S ID E ,  ALSO A BRASS OR LEA TH ER  
COVER W HIC H FIT S EASILY OVER THEM .

B e fo r e  p e r fo rm in g  th e  tr ic k , fill th e  in te r io r  o f th e  p ile  o f h a lfp e n n ie s  
w ith  th re e p e n n y  p ie ce s  o r a  sm a ll d i e ; b r in g  th e p ile  o f h a lfp e n n ie s  
b e fo re  th e  a u d ie n c e , h a v in g  p la c e d  tw o  o r th re e  lo o se  h a lfp e n n ie s  a t  
th e  to p , t a k in g  c a r e  to  h o ld  them  so th a t the th re e p e n n y  p ieces  o r  d ie  
— a s  th e  c a s e  m a y  b e — rem ain  in th e  p ile  a n d  a r e  n o t se e n  b y  th e  
a u d ie n c e , p la c e  them  on  th e  ta b le , a n d  a f te r  h a v in g  g iv e n  th e  c a p  to  
b e  e x a m in e d , c o v e r  th e  w h o le  o f th e  h a lfp e n n ie s  w ith  it, t e l l in g  y o u r  
a u d ie n c e  th a t  y o u  w ill c a u se  th em  to d is a p p e a r . N o w  p re te n d  th a t 
th e  p ile  is  ra th e r  too  h ig h , a n d  re m o v in g  th e  c o v e r , th ro w  the lo o se  
h a lfp e n n ie s  off, c o v e r  a g a in  th e  p ile  a n d  co m m a n d  th em  to d is a p p e a r . 
S l ig h t ly  p re s s  th e  s id e s  o f th e  c o v e r  a n d  in li f t in g  it u p  th e  p ile  w ill 
r e m a in  in s id e , le a v in g  o n ly  th e th re e p e n n y  p ieces  o r d ie  on th e  ta b le . 
A f te r w a r d s , y o u  m u st c o n tr iv e  to  co n ce a l th e  p ile  in y o u r  h a n d , a n d  
th en  y o u  m a y  g iv e  th e  c o v e r  to  be e x a m in e d  a g a in .

T H E  M A G I C  H A N D K E R C H I E F  C A S E .

T H IS  TRIC K PROPERLY PERFO RMED EX C ITES GREA T A STO NISH M EN T .
T h is  co n sists  o f a  d o u b le  lid . T a k e  o ff th e  lid  a t  o n e  e n d  a n d  fill 

th e  c a s e  w ith  flo w e rs , b o n -b o n s , o r  o th er sm a ll a r t ic le s , a n d  re p la c e  
th e  lid , th en  y o u  b o rro w  a  la d y ’ s  h a n d k e rc h ie f, a n d  o p e n in g  th e  
c a s e  a t  th e  o p p o site  e n d , y o u  p la c e  it in su ch  a  w a y  th a t  it  q u ite  fills  
th e c a s e , then  c lo se  th e  lid , a n d  a s k  a  la d y  to  h o ld  it fo r  y o u  a  m o m e n t. 
W h e n  y o u  a g a in  ta k e  it in y o u r  h a n d  re m o v e  the lid  fro m  th e  o p p o site  
e n d , a n d  in s te a d  o f the h a n d k e rc h ie f ta k e  o u t th e  flo w e rs  o r b o n -b o n s , 
th e n  re p la c e  th e  lid , r e v e r s e  th e  c a s e  u n o b se rv e d , ta k e  o ff th e  o th er 
l id ,  a n d  th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f is  fo u n d  th e re in .
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AN H A N D K E R C H IE F  IS BURNED IN  TH E CANDLE, THE CANDLE T H E N  
PLACED INSIDE TH E CASE AND TH E TOP P U T  ON. W H E N  RE
MOVED THE CANDLE HAS VANISHED AND THE HA NDKERCHIEF  
IS FOUND RESTORED. A VERY P E R PL E X I N G  TRIC K TO T H E  
U N IN ITIA T E D.

T h is  tr ick  co n sists  o f an  im itation  c a n d le  m a d e  o f w h ite  c a r d b o a r d , 
ho llow  in sid e  w ith  th e  top  p a rt o f a  com p osite  c a n d le  a t  on e e n d , 
a n d  a lso  a  ca se  fa n c ifu lly  fin ish ed  to co n ta in  the c a n d le . In  th e  
h o llow  c a v ity  o f the c a n d le  p la ce  an  h a n d k e rc h ie f ro lled  u p . Y o u  
h a v e  n ow  e v e ry th in g  r e a d y  fo r ex h ib itio n . P ro d u c e  th e  c a n d le  fro m  
th e c a se , a n d  re q u e st  y o u r  a tte n d a n t to p ro cu re  a  c a n d le s t ic k . O n  
h is  p la c in g  on e on th e  ta b le  s ta n d  y o u r  c a n d le  in it a n d  lig h t  the w ic k . 
N o w  req u est y o u r  a s s is ta n t  to h a n d  y o u  a  h a n d k e rc h ie f w hich  h a s  

b een  p a s se d  ro u n d  to th e c o m p a n y  fo r  e x a m in a tio n . O n  its b e in g  r e 
tu rn e d  to y o u , a s  th e ir  is no n e ce ssity  to be w a ste fu l, y o u  can  b y  a  
s le ig h t o f h a n d  c h a n g e  it fo r  a  p ie ce  o f fin e  lin en  w h ich  b u rn  in th e  
c a n d le  till it is re d u ced  to a s h e s . N o w  p la ce  the ca n d le  in th e  c a s e , 
h a v in g  h e ld  it (th e c a se )  up  fo r  th e  c o m p a n y  to se e  th a t  th e re  is  no 
h a n d k e rc h ie f in it. T h is  c a s e  open s a t  both e n d s, so , a fte r  h a v in g  
p la c e d  y o u r  ca n d le  in , a l l th a t re m a in s  to be d o n e is to open  it a t  th e  
oth er en d , le a d in g  y o u r  a u d ie n c e  to im a g in e  th a t it is  th e  s a m e , a n d  
then  g e n t ly  d ra w  th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f out.
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TO T H R U S T  A FIN G E R  THROUGH A GENTLEM AN’S HAT W IT H O U T  
IN JU R IN G  IT .
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T h e  A p p a ra tu s  re q u ire d  co n s is ts  o f a  f in g e r  m a d e  o f w a x  w ith  a  
s h a rp  w ire  in se rte d  in  th e  e n d , C o n c e a l th e  a r t ific ia l f in g e r  in y o u r  
r ig h t  h a n d , h a v in g  d o n e  w h ich , re q u e st  so m e g e n tle m a n  to le n d  yo u  
h is  h a t , y o u  then  p la c e  y o u r  le ft  h a n d  in  th e  in te rio r  o f th e  h a t ,  a n d  
u n d e r  th e  p re te n c e  o f sm o o th in g  d o w n  th e  n a p , p a s s  y o u r  r ig h t  h a n d  
o v e r  th e  s u r fa c e  o r cro w n  o f it, a t  th e s a m e  tim e p u sh in g  th e  w ire  
th ro u g h  th e  h a t, so  th a t  th e  w ire  is e n tire ly  in s id e  (w h ich  g r a s p  w ith  
y o u r  le ft  h a n d )  a n d  th e f in g e r  ou t. N o w  re m o v e  y o u r  r ig h t  h a n d  
w h en  th e c o m p a n y  w ill p e rc e iv e  (o r  im a g in e  th e y  p e rc e iv e )  th a t  y o u  
h a v e  in  r e a lity  th ru s t  y o u r  f in g e r  th ro u g h  th e  h a t , w h ich  w ill c a u s e  
g r e a t  as to n ish m e n t a n d  m e rr im e n t, w h ich  c a n  b e  fu r th e r  h e ig h te n e d  
b y  m o v in g  th e  f in g e r  a b o u t .

T H E  D I S A P P E A R I N G  C I G A R S .

T h is  c a s e  co n s is ts  o f a  d o u b le  d r a w e r , in e  on e to  h i l d  c ig a r s  a n d  
th e  o th e r  to  sh o w  e m p ty . T h e  d r a w e r  to  h o ld  c ig a r s  is  co n fin e d  b y  a  
s p r in g , so  th a t  a n y  p erso n  a tte m p t in g  to op en  th e  c a s e , fin d s  th e  
v a c a n t  d ra w e r  o n ly . P re s s  u p  th e  top o f th e  b a c k  o f th e  c a s e , w h ich  
re le a s e s  th e  s p r in g  th a t  c o n fin e s  th e  s e c re t  d ra w e r , a n d  it  m a y  th en  
b e  d ra w n  o p en . F i l l  th is  w ith  c ig a r s , s e e in g  th a t  th e y  fit t ig h t ly , so  
a s  n ot to  r a tt le , E x h ib it  th e c a s e  fu ll o f c ig a r s , a n d  o ffe r  o n e  to  a  
fr ie n d , c lo s in g  it a s  y o u  d o  so . H e  p u lls  th e  ta p e , b u t th e  e m p ty  
d r a w e r  o n ly  a p p e a rs . S h u t  th is , a n d  p r e s s in g  u p  th e  top  a s  h e re to fo re  
o b s e rv e d , sh o w  h im  th e  c a s e  fu ll, a n d  a g a in  g iv e  it to h im  to o p e n , 
w h e n , h o w e v e r , h e  m eets  w ith  th e  s a m e  i ll-su c c e ss .
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TO ENABLE THE OWNER TO PERFORM EXTRAORDIN ARY FEATS  
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This cu p  h a s  a  r im  ru n n in g  ro u n d  th e  in s id e  w h ic h , h o w e v e r , is  n ot 
d tsc e rn a b le  to an  o rd in a ry  on lo o k er. T h is  rim  p ro je c ts  up  in su ch  a  
m a n n e r  a s  to  catch  a n d  re ta in  a n y  coin  th a t  m a y  b e  p la c e d  in th e  cu p , 
if  it is  g e n t ly  tu rn e d  u p sid e  d o w n . B o rro w  a  coin  a n d  p la c e  it in  th e  
c u p , p la c e  y o u r  h a n d  o v e r  the m outh of th e cu p  a n d  p re te n d  to le t th e  
co in  fa ll in to  y o u r  h a n d , w h ich  c lo se  a s  y o u  re m o v e  it fro m  th e  cu p , 
P la c e  y o u r  h a n d  su p p o se d  to c o n ta in  th e  coin  u n d e r  th e  ta b le  a n d  
re m a r k  th a t y o u  w ill c a u s e  th e  coin  to a p p e a r  on th e ta b le , r a is e  th e  
cu p  up  th re e  tim e s a n d  th e th ird  tim e b r in g  it d ow n  s m a rt ly  on th e  
ta b le , w hich  w ill d is lo d g e  th e  coin . N o w  on l i f t in g  up th e  cu p  th e  coin  
w ill b e  fo u n d  b e n e ath  a n d  y o u  sh o w  y o u r  h a n d  e m p ty .

C H A P T E R  V .

T H E  GOLD FISH AND BOWL OF IN K----THE GLASS VASE AND ROSE—
BO TTLE OF W IN E PRODUCED FROM A BOX OF BRAN— THE SEED  
BARREL— T H E  MAGIC CARD BOX.

T H E  G O L D  F I S H  A N D  B O W L  O P  I N K .

P ro c u re  a  g la s s  b o w l, so m e sm a ll g o ld  fish , a  w h ite  p la te , a  p ie c e  
o f  b la c k  s ilk  fit t in g  th e in s id e  o f the b o w l, a n d  a  sp o o n  s p e c ia lly  m a d e  
f o r  th e  p u rp o se  w ith  a  h o llo w  h a n d le  th a t-w ill h o ld  a  ta b le  s p o o n fu l 
o f  in k , w h ich  w ill not run  out w h ile  a  sm a ll h o le  n e a r  the top  o f th e  
h a n d le  is  c o v e re d . A r r a n g e  th e s ilk  so  th a t  it c o v e rs  th e  p a r t  o f th e  
b o w l th a t  is  s h a d e d , p o u r  s o m e  w a te r  in a n d  p u t th e fish  in to  th e  
w a te r . T h u s  p re p a re d  fo r  p u b lic  in sp ectio n , e le v a te  th e  h a n d le  o f 
th e  spo on  s o  th a t  th e  in k  ru n s  d ow n  into  th e  sp o o n , then  p u t it  a s  if
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on to the s u r fa c e  of th e  su p p o se d  in k  in  the g lo b e , a n d  p re te n d  to 
la d le  from  it, tu rn in g  th e in k  th a t  is n o w  in th e  b o w l o f th e  spo on  out 
into  th e  w h ite  p la te . P a s s  th is  ro u n d  fo r  th e c o m p a n y  to s a t is fy  
th e m se lv e s  th a t  it is  in k , a n d  th en  b o rro w  a n  h a n d k e rc h ie f a n d  th ro w  
it o v e r  the b o w l. M u tte r  a  s h o r t  in ca n ta tio n , a n d  th en  t a k in g  h o ld  o f  
th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f a n d  th e en d  of th e  s ilk  a ls o , d r a w  them  off, th u s th e 
b o w l w ill b e  le ft  fu ll o f c le a r  w a te r  w ith  th e fish s w im m in g  a b o u t . 
R e tu rn  th e  h a n d k e rc h ie f to  th e  o w n e r , a n d  p a s s  ro u n d  th e g lo b e  o f 
fish  fo r  in sp ectio n .

T H E  G L A S S  V A S E  A N D  B O S E .

T h e  M a g ic ia n  b r in g s  fo rw a rd  a  g la s s  v a s e  su p p o rte d  on a  foot w ith  
a  g la s s  lid , h e ig h t  a b o u t n in e  in ch es , p la c e d  on a  sm a ll p e d e s ta l, 
m o rro cco  c o v e re d . T h e  v a s e  b e in g  t r a n s p a re n t is  seen  b y  the c o m p a n y  
to  b e  q u ite  e m p ty . A  h a n d k e rc h ie f  th ro w n  o v e r  fo r  a n  in s ta n t  is  
re m o v e d  a n d  a  b e a u tifu l ro se  is  found  w ith in  th e  v a s e ,  tak en  out b y  
th e  p e r fo rm e r  a n d  p re se n te d  to  o n e  o f th e  la d ie s .

E x p l a n a t i o n . — T h e  v a s e  is to a ll a p p e a ra n c e , to  th e  c o m p a n y , 
q u ite  a n  o rd in a ry  a f fa ir  a n d  a s  in n ocent o f th e  m y s t ic  a r t  a s  a  g la s s  
c a n  b e , b u t n ot so to  th e  C o n ju re r . A t  th e s id e  o f th e g la s s  is a n  
o p e n in g  a b o u t fiv e  in ch es  b y  th r e e -a n d - a -h a lf ,  w h ich  is  o f co u rse  k e p t 
fa rth e s t  a w a y  fro m  th e  a u d ie n c e  a n d  ca n n o t b e  seen . T h e  p e d e s ta l 
h a s  lik e w ise  a  s im ila r  o p e n in g , a n d  th e re  is a  th in  c u rv e d  w ire  w hich  
w o rk s  up  from  th e  p e d e s ta l to th e v a s e , th e  w ire  is k e p t d ow n  on a  
le v e l w ith  th e  s ta n d  b y  a  litt le  ca tch  till e v e r y th in g  is r e a d y , the ro se  
b e in g  ju s t  p ie rc e d  b y  th e  w ire . A t  th e  sa m e  tim e a s  th e  p e r fo rm e r  
c o v e rs  th e g o b le t  w ith  th e h a n d k e rc h ie f  h e to u ch es th e  little  k n o b , a n d  
th e  w ire  in s ta n t ly  c a r r ie s  th e  ro se  up  into  th e  v a s e . T h e  w ire  b e in g  
b e in g  so th in  is  n ot d isc e rn a b le  th ro u g h  the g la s s ,  e s p e c ia lly  b y  g a s l ig h t .

B O T T L E  O P  W I N E  F B O D U C E D  F R O M  A  B O X  O F  

B B A N .

T h is  tr ic k  co n sists  o f fo u r p ieces  o f a p p a r a tu s  ; a  p la in  ja p a n n e d  
tin  b o x , c y lin d r ic a l sh a p e , s ix  in ch es  in h e ig h t a n d  th re e  in ch e s  
d ia m e t e r ;  se c o n d ly , a  s im ila r  b o x  e x te r n a lly  but v a r y in g  in its 
in te rn a l co n stru ctio n , b e in g  b o tto m less  b u t h a v in g  a  h o riz o n ta l p a r t i 
tio n  o f tin a t  th re e  q u a rte rs  o f an  in ch  fro m  th e  to p . T h e r e  is bu t 
o n e  lid  to both  th e se  b o x e s , it f it t in g  e ith e r  in d iffe re n tly . T h ir d ly ,  a  
c y lin d r ic a l c o v e r  m a d e  of p a s te b o a rd  c lo se d  a t  th e  to p , a n d  m a d e  o f 
su ch  a  s iz e  a s  to  fit lo o se ly  o v e r  the se c o n d  a p p a r a tu s , bu t a n  in ch  o r  
tw o  ta l le r . T h e  c o n c lu d in g  p icce  o f a p p a r a tu s  is a  bo ttle  m a n u fa c 
tu re d  o f tin , b la c k  ja p a n n e d  a n d  o f v e r y  s in g u la r  co n stru ctio n , v iz . :  
a s  a  m e a su r in g  c a p a c ity  ju s t  b e lo w  th e  sh o u ld e r it te rm in a te s , th e  
b o d y  o f  th e  b o ttle  b e in g  m e re ly  a  tu b e  c lo se d  a t  the b o tto m  in w h ich  
th is  u p p e r  p o rtio n  w o rk s . T h e r e  is a  s p ira l s p r in g  in s id e  th e  b o d y  
w h ich  k e e p s  th e n eck  portion  u p  in its p ro p e r  p o sitio n , b u t if  fo rc e  b e  
e m p lo y e d  th e n eck  w ill s in k  in to  the b o d y  in w hich  con d ition  it e x a c t ly  
fits  in to  th e  seco n d  p ie c e  o f a p p a ra tu s . F ro m  th e lo w e r  p o rtio n  of 
t h e  b o ttle  a  litt le  p o in t  p ro je c ts  a n d  c o rre sp o n d s  w ith  a  b a y o n e t  c a tc h
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a t  the bottom  of a p p a ra tu s  n u m b e r tw o , w h ich  is in  re a lity  d e s ig n e d  
a s  a  c a s e  o r  c o v e r  fo r  th e b o ttle . T h e  o p e ra to r  w ill r e q u ire  fo r  the 
p e r fo rm a n c e 'o f  th e  tr ic k  in  a d d it io n  a n  o b lo n g  d e a l b o x  a b o u t  h a lf  
fi l le d  w ith  b ra n . A n y  o rd in a ry  b o x  w ill a n s w e r  th e  p u rp o se , p ro v id 
in g  th a t  it is  not le ss  th a n  15  in ch es lo n g  a n d  9 in ch es  w id e  a n d  d e e p . 
P ill th e  b o ttle  (a s  fa r  as  it can  b e  f il le d )  w ith  w in e  a n d  then  c o rk  it, 
a n d  p la c e  a p p a r a tu s  N o . 2 o v e r  it, a n d  p re ss in g  it d ow n  th e  b a y o n e t  
c a tc h  fa s te n s  it. In  th is  co n d itio n  b u r y  it in th e  b ra n . Y o u  m a y  
now , h a v in g  y o u r  a p p a ra tu s  a ll re a d y , b r in g  th e  b o x  fo rw a rd  in s ig h t  
o f th e  co m p a n y . H a n d  ro u n d  N o . I . a p p a r a tu s  a n d  th e  p a s te b o a rd  
fo r  in sp ectio n . T a k e  u p  th e  b o x  a n d  m ove y o u r  h a n d  b a c k w a rd  a n d  
fo rw a rd  in sid e , a n d  b r in g  up  so m e o f th e  b ra n  so  a s  to  sh o w  it is  
g e n u in e . D ip  N o . 1 a p p a r a tu s  into  th e b ra n  a n d  fill it, a n d  then  
e m p ty  it out a g a in  to d isa rm  su sp ic io n . A  seco n d  t im e  p la c e  it in 
th e  b o x , a n d  to a l l  a p p e a ra n c e  a g a in  fill it w ith  b ra n , b u t in  re a lity  
in sert in it th e  a p p a ra tu s  w h ich  y o u  h a v e  in  th e  b o x , i .e . th e  b o ttle  
a n d  N o . 2, sc o o p in g  so m e b ra n  up on th e  top so  a s  to  g iv e  it th e  a s p e c t  
o f h a v in g  been  fil le d  w ith  it. S ta n d  it on th e  t a b le  a n d  p la ce  th e  lid  
o n , a n d  th en  p u t th e  c a rd b o a rd  c o v e r  o v e r  a l l. A ft e r  th e  o rth o d o x  
p a u se  a n d  th e u s u a l touch  w ith  th e  m y s t ic  w a n d , w h ich  in  ju v e n ile  
e y e s  is th e m e a n s  o f e ffe c tin g  th e  tra n sfo rm a tio n  re m o v e  th e  c o v e r , 
g iv in g  it a  s lig h t  tw ist a s  y o u  d o  so , w h ich  re le a s e s  th e  c a tc h , a n d  
N o . 2 a p p a r a tu s  is li f te d  off w ith  th e  c o v e r . T h e  s p r in g  b e in g  no 
lo n g e r  co n fin ed  p re sse s  u p  th e  n e ck  o f th e  b o ttle  in to  its  p ro p e r  p o si
tio n , a n d  w h e n  th e p a s te b o a rd  is  w h o lly  rem o v ed  it is seen  p ro tru d 
in g  fa r  a b o v e  th e  N o . 1 b o x , th u s  re m o v in g  a n y  d o u b ts  th a t  it w a s  
p la c e d  th e re  b e fo re , it h a v in g  a ll th e  a s p e c t  o f a  g e n u in e  b o ttle . W it h 
d ra w in g  th e co rk  y o u  n ow  p ro ceed  to p o u r ou t th e  w in e  to th e  s u rp r ise  
a n d  d e lig h t o f y o u r  a u d ie n ce , w ho a r e  a lw a j-s  r e a d y  to p la u d it  a n y  
tr ic k  the m y s te ry  o f w h ich  th e y  a r e  u n a b le  to fa th o m .

T H E  S E E D  B A R R E L .

T h is  tr ic k  co n sists  o f a  b a r re l- s h a p e d  m e a s u re — on th e  so lid  e n d  o f 
w h ich  som e b ird  se e d  is  g lu e d , a n d  a  litt le  b a g  c o n ta in in g  se e d .
. T o  p erfo rm  th is  tr ic k , first  sh o w  th e  a u d ie n c e  th a t  th e b a r re l is  
e m p ty — ta k in g  c a re  to co n cea l th e  b o tto m  o f th e b a r re l in  y o u r  h a n d , 
so  th a t  the se e d  is not seen  ; then  s a y  th a t y o u  w ill fill th e b a r r e l ;  fo r  
th is p u rp o se , y o u  p la c e  the b a rre l in  th e  b a g , w h en  in s te a d  o f  f i llin g  
it  y o u  tu rn  th e b a rre l o v e r  p u tt in g  a  little  seed  on th e  p a rt  w h e re  so m e 
is  a lr e a d y  g lu e d , a n d  it w ill h a v e  th e e x a c t  a p p e a ra n c e  o f a  fu ll b a r re l, 
then  p la c e  it upon the ta b le  a n d  c o v e r  it o v e r  w ith  a  h a t . In  d o in g  so, 
th e  b a r re l m u st b e  tu rn e d  the so lid  en d  d o w n w a rd s , a n d  w h e n  th e  h a t  
is  re m o v e d , th e  b a rre l w ill o f c o u rse  b e  em p ty .

T H E  M A G T O  C A R D  B O X .

This tr ic k  co n sists  o f a  b o x  h a v in g  a n  a d d it io n a l p iece  o f c a rd b o a rd , 
o f  the sa m e  co lou r a s  the lin in g , w h ich  fits  into th e b o t t o m  o f th e  b o x  ; 
a lso  th e l i d .  T o p e rfo rm  th is tr ic k  th e re  m u st b e  d u p lic a te  c a rd s , 
o n e  of w h ich  h a s  to  be co n c e a le d  in th e lid  b y  b e in g  co v e re d  b y  th e  
p ie c e  o f c a rd b o a rd . T h e  oth er c a rd  is  p la c e d  in to  th e bottom  o f th e  .
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b o x  a n d  h a n d e d  to th e  a u d ie n c e , w ith  a  re q u e s t  to e ith e r  b u rn  it o r  
te a r  it in to  p ie c e s . T h e  a sh  o r p ieces— a s  th e  c a s e  m a y  be— h a v in g  
b een  p la c e d  in th e  b o x , y o u  then  in fo rm  th e  a u d ie n c e  th a t  y o u  w ill 
re sto re  the c a rd  th a t  h a s  ju s t  been  d e s tro y e d . T h e n , c a r e fu lly  c lo s in g  
th e  b o x , th e  fa ls e  p iece  o f c a rd b o a rd  w ill fa ll from  th e  lid  to th e b o tto m , 
a n d  th e  c a rd  th a t  h a s  been  p r e v io u s ly  co n c e a le d  in th e  lid  w ill then  
b e  v is ib le .

C H A P T E R  V I .

T H E  M AGl’s  WAND— THE VANISHIN G CARD— THE E N CHANTED
COFFER— THE MAGIC R ETIC ULE S----T H E  ENC HA N T ED  FLOW ER
PEDESTAL— THE MAGIC HAMMER— T H E  Jg REAT EGG TR IC K—  
TH E DISSOLVIN G PACK OF CARDS.

T H E  M A G E S  W A N 'D .

I h is w a n d  c a n  b e  s u sp e n d e d  fro m  th e  h a n d  w ith o u t a n y  v is ib le  
m e a n s  of su p p o rt . A  litt le  tin c lip  is su p p lie d  w ith  th e  w a n d  w h ich  
f ix e s  on to th e fin g e rs , a n d  th e w a n d  s lid e s  into th is  s lip , w h ich , 
h o w e v e r , c a n n o t  b e  seen  a s  it is  v e r y  sm a ll a n d  of th e  s a m e  co lo r a s  
th e  w a n d . O f c o u rs e  th e w a n d  is h a n d e d  ro u n d  fr e e ly  fo r  e x a m in 
a t io n , a n d  m a n y  o f  th e c o m p a n y  m a k e  d e s p e ra te  b u t fu tile  e ffo rts  to  
m a k e  it a d h e re  to th e ir  p a lm s.

T H E  V A N I S H I N G  C A R D .

P e r fo rm e r  h o ld s  a  c a rd  in h is  h a n d  w hich  h e 
e x h ib its  to th e  c o m p a n y , p a sse s  h is h a n d  lig h t ly  
o v e r  it a n d  it c h a n g e s  in to  a  ro se , w h ich  c a n  b e  
w o rn  in th e  co a t fo r  th e  re s t  o f th e  e v e n in g . T h is  
is  p e rfo rm e d  b y  th e  b a c k  o f th e  c a rd  h a v in g  a  
ro se  a tta c h e d  to it, th e  c a rd  itse lf is jo in te d  b y  
m e a n s  o f a  fin e e la s t ic , d o u b les  u p  in to  th re e , a n d  
so  in th is  position  is q u ite  c o n c e a le d  b y  th e  ro se .
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A n y  n u m b e r o f co in s can  be m y s te r io u s ly  p a s se d  into th e c lo se d  
co ffer b e fo re  th e e y e s  of th e  co m p a n y . T h e  m o n ey  a p p e a rs  to  v a n ish  
into  th e  h a n d  a n d  y e t  is d is t in c tly  h e a rd  to fa ll into th e b o x . T h is  
tr ick  is p e rfo rm e d  b y  m ean s  o f a  d u p lic a te  lid . T h e  lid  p a sse d  ro u n d  
w ith  th e  co ffer fo r  e x a m in a tio n  is q u ite  so lid , b u t  on its b e in g  h a n d e d  
b a c k  to the c o n ju ro r  h e e x c h a n g e s  it fo r  th e  d u p lic a te  lid , w h ich  h e 
h a s  co n ce a le d  so m e w h e re  upon h is p erso n . T h is  d u p lic a te , w h ich  is  an  
e x a c t  im ita tio n , h a s  a  m o v e a b le  cen tre  p iece , w h ich  on a  s lig h t  p re ssu re  
b e in g  a p p lie d , th e  s p r in g  b e n e ath  g iv e s  w a y  a n d  th e  co in s a s  s lid  a lo n g  
th e  to p  o f th e b o x  w ill p a s s  in on e b y  o n e , w ith o u t a n y  o p e n in g  b e in g  
p e rc e p t ib le  to the on lo o k e rs .

T H E  M A G I C  R E T I C U L E S .

A  d ozen  o r m o re  re ticu le s  p ro d u ce d  from  a  g e n t le m a n ’ s h a t . T h e s e  
re t ic u le s  a re  m a d e  s o  a s  to  fo ld  u p  a n d  la y  qu ite  fla t , so  th a t  a  d o z e n  
m ig h t b e  e a s i ly  co n c e a le d  in a  h a n d k e rc h ie f w ith ou t a ttra c t in g  a t te n 
tio n . N o w , g e t  a  g e n tle m a n  to p a s s  y o u  h is h a t , a n d  u n d e r  th e  p r e 
te n ce  o f w ip in g  off th e  d u st t a k e  u p  y o u r  h a n d e rc h ie f a n d  le t  th e  
re ticu le s  fa ll in s id e  the h a t. E x c la im , “  W h y , th ere  is  so m e th in g  e lse  
b e s id e  d u st in s id e  y o u r  h a t, s ir ,”  a n d  p u ttin g  y o u r  h a n d  in ta k e  h o ld
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■ o o n e  o f th e  re ticu le s  b y  th e ta p e , w h en  it w ill im m e d ia te ly  o p e n  itse lf , 
.a n d  y o u  e x tra c t  them  on e a fte r  th e  o th er till y o u  h a v e  a  p ile  a b o u t 
th re e  tim e s  th e h e ig h t o f th e h a t, w h ich  e x c itc s  m uch  w o n d e rm e n t.

T H E  E N C H A N T E D  F L O W E R  P E D E S T A L .
A  litt le  b o x  sh o w n  a p p a r e n t ly  fu ll o f  rice  is p la c e d  on th e  p e d e s ta l, 

it  h o w e v e r , on  b e in g  c o v e re d  c h a n g e s  to  sw e e ts  or b o n -b o n s . O n  
.a g a in  p la c in g  th e  c a rd b o a rd  top , a  b e a u tifu l tre e  o f ro se s  is fo u n d  to 
h a v e  g r o w n . T h e  a p p a r a tu s  re q u ire d  is  first  a  litt le  s q u a r e  b o x  w h ich  
o p e n s  a t  e ith e r  e n d  ; the on e o p e n in g  o n ly  g o e s  d o w n  a b o u t  a  q u a r te r  

-o f a n  inch , a lth o u g h  to  a l l a p p e a ra n c e  it p e n e tra te s  to  th e  b o tto m , on 
th is  is  g lu e d  so m e rice  so  th a t  th e  im ita tio n  b o tto m  ca n n o t p o s s ib ly  
b e  p e rc e iv e d , th e o th er e n d  g o e s  d o w n  a s  fa r  a s  th is  fa ls e  b o tto m , a n d  
is  filled  w ith  b o n -b o n s  o r sw e e ts , a c c o r d in g  to ta s te , th e re fo re  w h ic h 
e v e r  lid  is  ta k e n  off th e  c o m p a n y  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  b o x  is  q u ite  fu ll o f 
th e  r ice  or sw e e ts . T o  fit o ver  th is b o x  is  a  lo ose c o v e r , in  e x a c t  im i
ta t io n , o n ly  q u ite  h o llo w  a n d  b o tto m less , so  a s  to a llo w  it to  fit o v e r  
th e  b o x  w ith  e a se , a n d  a t  th e  top o f th is p iece  o f a p p a r a tu s  is  a  ro se  tre e . 
T h e  tree  a n d  c o v e r  is  c o n c e a le d  u n d e r  th e  c a rd b o a rd  a p p a r a tu s  w h ich  
p a s se s  o v e r  a l l a n d  is  h e ld  th e re  b y  a  s lig h t  p re ss u re  of th e f in g e rs . 
A n y  o r d in a r y  p e d e sta l w ill a n s w e r  fo r  th e  tr ic k . N o w  ta k e  u p  th e 
lit t le  s q u a r e  b o x  a n d  t a k in g  o ff th e  on e lid  e x h ib it  it fu ll o f r ice  
(a p p a re n t ly )  a n d  sp r in k le  so m e lo ose r ic e  o v e r  th e  top , p la c e  th e  lid  
on  a n d  p u t th e  b o x  on  th e  p e d e s ta l, t a k in g  c a re , h o w e v e r ,: to  re v e r s e  
th e  b o x . P u t  th e  c a rd b o a rd  c o v e r in g  ju s t  o v e r  the top , bu t n ot re a l ly  
d o w n , (m e re ly  to g iv e  e f fe c t ,)  n ow  ta k e  o ff  the lid  o f th e  little  b o x  
a n d  e m p ty  ou t th e  sw eets , o b se rv in g , “  I h a v e  n ot fin ish e d  j  e t , w e  
m u st g e t  s o m e th in g  su p e rio r  to th a t .”  P la c e  th e  lid  on a g a in  a n d  
th is  tim e  le t th e  c a rd b o a rd  c o v e r  w h o lly  o v e r  th e  b o x , r e le a s e  th e  g r ip  
th a t  y o u  h a v e  on it so  th a t th e  flo w e r  a n d  im ita tio n  c o v e r  fa lls . N o w  
d ra w  o ff th e c o v e r  a n d  lif t in g  u p  th e  p e d e s ta l e x h ib it  it w ith  th e  t re e , 
e x c la im in g  “ h e re  is  a  w o n d erfu l g ro w th  o f flo w e rs .”
T H E  M A G I C  H A M M E R ,  O R  M Y S T E R I O U S  D I S A P 

P E A R A N C E .
T h is  tr ic k  co n sist o f a  h a m m e r  a n d  a  cu p  c o n ta in in g  a  b l t c k  b a ll .  

T h e  h a m m e r is  so  c o n stru c te d , th a t  o n e  e n d  c a n  b e  d e ta c h e d , a n d  on 
th e  in s id e  of the rim  is th e  h a lf  o f a  c o u n te rfe it  b a ll. Y o u  m a y  g iv e  
th e  h a m m e r  to be e x a m in e d . A ft e r  it h a s  b e en  re tu rn e d  to y o u  re 
m o v e  th e  la s t  rim  a n d  k e e p  it co n ce a le d  in y o u r  le ft h a n d , a n d , w ith  
w ith  y o u r  r ig h t , p la c e  the h a m m e r  on the t a b le ;  y o u  n e x t u n c o v e r  th e 

•c u p , a n d  m u st m a n a g e  to  p la c e  th e c o u n te rfe it  b a ll— w h ich  y o u  h a v e  
in y o u r  le ft h a n d — into th e  lid  y o u  h a v e  rem o v ed  fro m  th e c u p ;  n e x t , 
w ith  y o u r  r ig h t  h a n d , ta k e  th e  b a ll out o f th e cu p  a n d  r e p la c e  the 

• c o v e r ;  th en , p la c in g  th e b a ll u n d e r  th e  ta b le , y o u  s tr ik e  it a g a in s t  th e 
ta b le , s a y in g , “  p a s s ,”  a n d . on ta k in g  o ff th e  lid , th e  co u n te rfe it  b a ll  
w ill b e  v is ib le , th e re a l b a ll b e in g  c o n c e a le d  in th e  p a lm  o f y o u r  h a n d . 
T o  m a k e  th e  b a ll r e -p a s s  y o u  ta k e  u p  th e  h a m m e r  a n d  s t r ik e  th e 
c o u n te rfe it  w ith  th e  h o llo w  e n d , w h en  th e  h a m m e r w ill t a k e  it u p , a n d  
h a v in g  th e  re a l b a ll  s till in j  ou r r ig h t  h a n d , s tr ik e  it a g a in s t  th e  ta b le , 
a n d  y o u r  a u d ie n c e  w ill su p p o se  th a t the b a ll h a s  r e a l ly  p a s se d  th ro u g h  
th e  ta b le .
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TH E G REAT EGG TRICK.

T h is  is  n ot b y  a n y  m e a n s  su ch  an  f ^ - t r a o r d in a r y  d e lu sio n  a s  it 
u sed  to b e , th e  egg  a c t  m a n n e r, in d isc o v e r in g  w h e re  a b o u ts  in  the 
b a g  th e  e g g  d -^ - is t s , h a v in g  b e co m e , f ^ - t r e m e l y  w id e ly  k n o w n  
th ro u g h  the a p p a ra tu s  h a v in g  been  m a d e  a n d  so ld  b y  th o u sa n d s  a t  
o n e s h illin g  ea ch . In s id e  the b a g  is a  lin in g  o r  p o ck e t op en  a t  th e  
b o tto m . H o ld  th e b a g  in th e  le ft h a n d , t a k in g  c a re  th a t  the p o ck et 
is u n d e rn e a th , then  th ro w  in  the e g g  w ith  th e  r ig h t h a n d , a n d  w ith  
th e  le ft  ta k e  ho ld  o f th e  o p p o site  en d  o f the b a g , a n d  a s  y o u  g e n t ly  
r a is e  it in sert th e  r ig h t  h a n d , a n d  w ith  the m id d le  fin g e r  p u sh  the e g g  
in to  th e  p o ck et a n d  w ith d ra w  th e h a n d  c lo se d , a s  th o u g h  y o u  h e ld  th e  
e g g  in i t ;  then  op en  th e  h a n d  a n d  s a y  “ th e  e g g  is  g o n e .”  T h e n  
tu rn  the b a g  in sid e  out, ta k in g  c a re  to h a v e  th e  p o ck et to w a rd s  y o u  
a n d  a w a y  from  th e  s p e c ta to rs . T a k e  hold  of th e bottom  o f th e b a g  
w ith  th e  r ig h t h a n d , h o ld in g  the b a g  u p r ig h t , a n d  in se rt  the le ft  h a n d  
in th e  m outh  of th e  b a g , h o ld in g  th e  e g g  se c u re ly  in th e p a lm  o f y o u r  
h a n d , a n d  ru b  th e b a g  w ell to g e th e r  in tw o  h a n d s ;  then  tu rn  th e  b a g  
a g a in  a n d  b lo w  in to  it, a n d  in s e r t in g  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  yo u  p ro d u ce  th e  
eg g -

T H E  D I S S O L V I N G  P A C K  O F  C A R D S .

T h is  tr ic k  co n sists  o f a  d o u b le  c a s e , T a k e  out th e  in n e r  c a s e , 
w h ich  re p re s e n ts  a  p a c k  o f p la y in g  c a rd s , a n d  fill it w ith  b ra n  or b o n 
b o n s  ;  then  p la c e  it on on e s id e , a n d  g iv e  th e  c a r d - c a s e  fo r  e x a m in a 
tion  b y  the c o m p a n y ; then  ta k e  th e  c a s e  a n d  the im itatio n  p a c k  o f c a r d s  
a n d  in se rt  th e  la t te r  in th e  c a s e , sh o w in g  a s  y o u  d o  so , both  th e  b a c k  
a n d  th e  fro n t  o f th e  c a r d s ; c lo se  the c a s e  a n d  co m m a n d  th e c a rd s  to 
v a n ish , w h en  on re m o v in g  th e lid , y o u  p o u r out th e  b ra n  o r sw e e ts , to 
th e  a s to n ish m e n t o f th e c o m p a n y . C lo se  th e  c a s e  a n d  la y  it on o n e  
s id e .
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C H A P T E R  V I I .

THK GLASS OF BRAN— THE MAGICIAN’S OMELET— TH E IN E X H A U S T I
BLE BOX— TH E FEAST OF LANTERNS.

T H E  G L A S S  O F  B R A N .

A  g la s s  is  b ro u g h t fo rw a rd  a p p a re n t ly  fille d  fu ll o f b ra n . T o  
•prove its g e n u in e n e ss  th e  c o n ju ro r  sc a tte rs  so m e of it o v e r  th e  flo o r . 
A  b ra s s  cu p  or c o v e r  is n ow  b ro u g h t fo rw a rd  a n d  p la c e d  o v e r  the 
g la s s ,  in s ta n t ly  rem o v ed , w h en  th e  b ra n  is n o w h e re  to b e  seen  ; b u t 
in th e  g la s s  is  fo u n d  n u ts, o r a n y  sm a ll a r t ic le s  w h ich  th e  p e r fo rm e r  
m a y  p le a s e . T h e  g la s s  h a s  s t ra ig h t  s id e s  ta p e r in g  o u tw a rd s . T h e  
b ra n  is a  h o llo w  sh a p e  of t in , op en  a t  th e  top , w ith  b ra n  g u m m e d  
o v e r  the s id e  a n d  top , w h ich  h a s  a ls o  so m e loose b ra n  on it. T h e re  
is  a  sm a ll w ire  p o in t  a t  ea ch  s id e  a t  the to p , w hich  v e r y  s l ig h t ly  p ro 
je c ts  b e y o n d  the e d g e  o f th e  g la s s .  T h e  b ra s s  c o v e r  h a s  a  litt le  
h o llo w  g ro o v e  ru n n in g  ro u n d  the in s id e  n e a r  th e  top , so  th a t  w h en  it 
is  p la c e d  o v e r  th e  g la s s  th e tw o  litt le  p ieces  o f w ire , a s  th e  c o v e r  is 
p re sse d  d o w n , a r e  fo rce d  in to  th is g ro o v e , a n d  b y  th is  m e a n s  th e  
b ra n  c a s e  r ise s  w ith  th e  tin  c o v e r , a n d  le a v e s  th e  g la s s  w ith  a n y  
sm a ll a r t ic le s  w hich  m a y  h a v e  been  p la c e d  th e re  p re v io u s ly  b y  th e  
p erfo rm er.

T H E  M A G I C I A N ’ S  O M E L E T .

LIVE BIRDS AND LADIES* RINGS P RO DUCED FROM AN OM ELET.

T h e  c o n ju ro r  b r in g s  fo rw a rd  so m e e g g s , w h ich  a r e  p a s s e d  ro u n d  
th e  room  fo r  e x a m in a tio n . H e  n e x t  b o rro w s fro m  s o m e  o f  th e  la d ie s  
o f th e  a u d ie n c e  th e ir  r in g s , w hich  h e  p la c e s  upon h is w a n d , s o  th a t 
th e  a u d ie n c e  m a y  p e rc e iv e  th a t  th e y  a r e  n ot ta m p e re d  w ith , a n d  la y s  
it u p o n  th e  ta b le . T h e  p e rfo rm e r  c ra c k s  th e  e g g s , d ro p p in g  th em  in 
sh e lls  a n d  a l l .  O v e r  th is is  p o u re d  so m e s p ir its , a n d  fire  is  then  set 
to  it, a n d  th e  r in g s  d ro p p e d  fro m  the w a n d  into th e  fla m e s . T h e  
p e r fo rm e r  b r in g s  fo rw a rd  th e p a n  a n d  sh o w s th e  c o m p a n y  th a t  th e  
r in g s  a r e  r e a l ly  th e re , a n d  n o w  re tu rn in g  to th e  ta b le  p la c e s  on th e
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lid  a n d  fires  a  p isto l o v e r  it. T h e  c o v e r  is then  rem o v ed  im m e d ia te ly . 
N o  t ra c e  o f th e  o m ele t is to  b e  fo u n d , bu t in  the p a n  a re  th re e  b ird s , 
e a ch  w ith  a  rib b o n  ro u n d  its  n e c k , to  w h ich  is  a tta c h e d  th e  b o rro w e d  
r in g s .

E x p la n a t io n  : A  su b stitu tio n  is  o f co u rse  e ffe c te d , a s  y o u  w ill h a v e  
im a g in e d . T h r e e  d u m m y  r in g s  a r e  p la c e d  b e fo re h a n d  on th e  w a n d , 
w h ich  h o w e v e r  c a n n o t b e  d isc o v e re d , a s  th e  p ro fe s s o r  c o v e rs  th em  
w ith  h is h a n d . A s  h e  re c e iv e s  th e  r in g s  fro m  th e  la d ie s  h e  s lip s  
th em  on to h is  w a n d , b u t w h en  a p p ro a c h in g  th e ta b le  a l lo w s  them  to 
s lid e  into  th e  h a n d s  o f h is  a s s is ta n t , a n d  re le a s e s  th e  co u n terfe it  r in g s  
fro m  b e n e ath  h is  h a n d , w hich  the a u d ie n c e  a t  th e  d ista n c e  im a g in e  to  
b e  th e ir  o w n . T h e  o m e le t  p an  is  sh a llo w , a n d  m a d e  o f b r a s s  o r  tin , 
a n d  is  a b o u t ten  in ch e s  in  d ia m e te r  b y  tw o -a n d - a - h a lf  in  d e p th . 
W ith in  th is  is  an  in n e r  p an  of b r a s s  o r t in , f it t in g  t ig h t ly  w ith in  it bu t 
ab o u t h a lf-a n - in c h  le ss  in d e p th . T h e  lid  h a s  a  v e r y  d e e p  r im  o r  
sh o u ld e r a ro u n d  it, a n d  fits  w ith in  th e  lin in g , th o u g h  n ot so  t ig h t ly  a s  
th e la tte r  fits  w ith in  th e  p a n . T h e  a s s is ta n t , d ire c t ly  h e  is  sen t fo r  
th e  p a n , lo o p s  th e  b o rro w e d  r in g s  on to  r ib b o n s  w h ich  a r e  a lr e a d y  
tied  ro u n d  th e  n eck s  o f th e th re e  b ird s , a n d  p la c e s  th e  la t te r  in  th e  
lin in g , im m e d ia te ly  p u tt in g  on th e lid , th e  tw o  to g e th e r  h a v in g  th e  
th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  s im p le  c o v e r , a n d  then  b r in g s  it fo rw a rd . T h e  
o m ele t is  n ow  m a d e  a s  d e sc rib e d . D ire c t ly  th e  c o v e r  is  p u t on th e  t r ic k  
is o f co u rse  a c c o m p lish e d , a s  th e  lid  a n d  lin in g  fa ll ,  so  th a t  w h en  th e  
c o v e r  is  a g a in  rem o v ed  th e  lin in g  re m a in s  in  t h e  p a n  o v e r  th e  o m ele t, 
w h ich  is  th u s  q u ite  co n cea led .

T H E  IN E X H A U S T IB L E  BOX.
BEING A BOX W I T H I N  A BOX.

T h e  in n e r  b o x  is  a  p la in  w oo den  b o x  o f  w a ln u t o r  ro sew o o d , from  
tw e lv e  to  tw e n ty  in ch e s  in le n g th  a n d  n in e to fifteen  in ch e s  in  d ep th  
a n d  w id th . I t s  w id th  a n d  d e p th , e x c lu s iv e  o f th e  lid , must be a like  
in  dimension. T o  sh o w  th a t it is w ith o u t p re p a ra t io n , th e  p e r fo rm e r  
tu rn s  it o v e r  on th e  ta b le  to w a rd s  th e  s p e c ta to rs , a n d  l i f t in g  th e  lid
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sh o w s  th a t it is p e rfe c tly  em p ty . A g a in  h e c lo se s  it, a n d  tu rn in g  it 
r ig h t  u p w a rd s  op en s it on ce  m ore  a n d  in s ta n t ly  p ro c e e d s  to  ta k e  fro m  
it a  v a r ie ty  o f d iffe re n t a rt ic le s . A t  a n y  m o m en t the b o x  is  a g a in  
tu rn e d  o v e r  to w a rd s  th e a u d ie n c e  a n d  sh ow n  to b e  e m p ty . B u t  it 
is  n o  s o o n e r  re p la c e d  th an  th e p e r fo rm e r  re co m m e n ce s  to ta k e  from  
it  to y s , b o n -b o n s , & c .,  th e s u p p ly  b e in g  m a n y  tim e s  la r g e r  th a n  co u ld  
p o s s ib ly  b e  c o n ta in ed  a t  on e tim e in the b o x .

T h e  bottom  o f th e  b o x  is  m o v e a b le , w o rk in g  on  a  h in g e  e x te n d in g  
a lo n g  its  fro n t. T h is  bottom  p iece  d o es not tu rn  o v e r  w ith  it, b u t 
r e m a in s  fla t  u p on  th e  ta b le  a s  b e fo re . A  p iece  of w o o d  o f e x a c t ly  
s im ila r  sh a p e  a n d  s iz e  is  g lu e d  to th e  bottom  a t  r ig h t a n g le s . W h e n  
th e  b o x  s ta n d s  r ig h t  s id e  u p w a rd s  th is p ie ce  lie s  f la t  a g a in s t  the fro n t 
o f th e  b o x , w h o se u p p e r  e d g e  is  m a d e  w ith  a  lig h t  sh o u ld e r , so  a s  to 
co n cea l it. W h e n  th e  b o x  is tu rn e d  o v e r  to th e fro n t th is  p ie ce  lik e  
th e bottom  re ta in s  its  p osition , w h ile  a n y  o b je c t  w h ich  h a d  p re v io u s ly  
b e en  p la c e d  in the b o x  re m a in s  u n d is tu rb e d , b u t h id d e n  b y  th is  la t te r  
p ie c e . I t  is n e c e s sa ry , o f co u rse , th a t  su ch  o b jec t s h o u ld  be o f su ch  a  
s ize  a s  n ot to  o v e rp a s s  the a rc h  w hich  th e  e d g e  of th e  b o x  d e sc rib e s  in 
its  c h a n g e  of p o sitio n . A n y  n u m b e r o f a r t ic le s  n ot o v e r p a s s in g  th e  
lim its  d e sc rib e d  can  b e  p la c e d  in th e b o x , w h ich  b e in g  then  tu rn e d  
o v e r  m a y  b e  sh ow n  a p p a r e n t ly  em pLy. T h e  b o x  b e in g  re p la c e d  in 
its  n o rm a l po sitio n  th e a r t ic le s  a re  a g a in  w ith in  it, a n d  can  b e  p ro 
d u c e d  a t  p le a su re . T h e  e ffe c t o f in e x h a u s tib ility  is  p ro d u ce d  a s  
fo llo w s. E a c h  tim e  th a t th e  p e r fo rm e r  tu rn s  o v e r  th e  b o x  to sh o w  
th a t  it is e m p ty  h e is  a b le  to  ta k e  from  th e  servante  a n d  to  p la c e  u p on  
th e  b o tto m  a  fre s h  s u p p ly  o f a r t ic le s  to b e  p ro d u c e d  a s  soon  a s  th e 
b o x  is r ig h t  s id e  u p w a rd s .

T H E  F E A S T  O F  L A N T E R N S .

T h e  p erfo rm e r  h a v in g  e x h ib ite d  th e  b o x  e m p ty  a s  a l r e a d y  d e s c r ib e d , 
tu rn s  it o v e r  a g a in , a n d  in s ta n t ly  p ro d u ce s  from  it a  p a p e r  la n te rn  of 
m a n y  co lo u rs  w ith  a  lig h te d  c a n d le  in it.

T h is  h e h a n d s  to h is  a s s is ta n t  to  h a n g  upon  th e  s ta g e , a n d  g o in g  to 
th e  b o x  p ro d u c e s  a n o th e r  till a  dozen  or even  a  la r g e r  n u m b e r  h a v e  
b een  p ro d u c e d , th e b o x  b e in g  n ow  a n d  a g a in  tu rn e d  o v e r  to p ro v e  it 
e m p ty . T h e  e ffe c t  p ro d u c ib le  b y  th e se  lig h te d  la n te rn s  o f v a r io u s  
h u es is  v e r y  b r illia n t  a n d  c h a rm in g . T h e  la n te rn s  a r e  o f th e  sa m e  
k in d  a s  th o se  u s e d  fo r  C h r is tm a s  c e le b ra tio n s , b e in g  o f c y lin d r ic a l 
sh a p e , o f c o n s id e ra b le  d im e n sio n s , b u t w h en  c lo se d  a r e  m e re  flat d isc s . 
In  th is p osition  th e y  a r e  p la c e d  in th e  b o x , b u t w h en  lifte d  up  b y  th e  
w ire  open  co n c e rtin a  fa sh io n . T h e  u su a l w a y  o f l ig h t in g  th em  is a s  
fo llo w s. E a c h  la n te rn  c o n ta in s  a b o u t th re e -q u a rte rs  o f a n  inch  o f 
c a n d le , from  w h ich  th e  w ick  h a s  b e en  re m o v e d  a n d  a  v e s ta  w a x  m atch  
in serted  in its s te a d . A g a in s t  th e  fro n t o f th e  b o x  o r  ra th e r  a g a in s t  
th e  w oo d en  fla p  is  g lu e d  a  p ie c e  o f s a n d  p a p e r , a g a in s t  w h ich  s t r ik e  
th e  m atch  a n d  a  g e n t le  ru b  a g a in s t  th is  in s ta n t ly  lig h ts  th e  c a n d le , 
w h en  th e  la n te rn  is lif te d  out a s  d e s c r ib e d .
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C H A P T E R  V I I I .

' A COMPLETE EXPOSURE OF SO-CALLED SPIR ITUALISM AND SPIR IT  
MANIFESTATIONS.

T h e r e  cou ld , p e rh a p s , b e  no b e tte r  w a y  o f c o n c lu d in g  m y  w o rk  on 
m o d ern  m a g ic  th a n  b y  e x p la in in g  a n d  e x p o s in g  th a t  d e lu sio n  a n d  
tr ic k e ry  term ed  S p ir itu a lis m , A s  1 s ta te d  in  C h a p te r  I . ,  it is  m u ch  
to b e  re g re tte d  th a t th e re  a r e  p e rso n s  so  c re d u lo u s  a s  to  a llo w  u n 
p r in c ip le d  p erso n s so  to w o rk  u p on  th e ir  su p e rstitio u s n a tu re  a s  to 
in d u ce  th em  to b e lie v e  th a t th e re  a r e  su ch  th in g s  in th is  e a rth  a s  
sp ir it  r a p p in g  a n d  sp ir it  a p p e a ra n c e s . S p ir it  r a p p in g  is  th e  g r e a te s t  
o f a ll im p o stu re s , a n d  b u t fo r  o n e  th in g  it w o u ld  s p e e d ily  fa ll to  th e 
g ro u n d , a n d  th a t on e th in g  is th at it pays. A  m ed iu m  (th a t  is  to  s a y  a  
p erso n  w h o a lle g e s  h im se lf o r h e rse lf  to h a v e  th e  p o w e r  o f c a l l in g  a  
d e p a rte d  s p ir it  in to  h is  o r h e r  p rese n ce  a n d  th e re  to  p re v a il u p on  it 
to  a n s w e r  a n y  q u estio n  w hich  m a y  b e  p u t) an n o u n ces to h o ld  a  seance 
on a  c e rta in  d a y . T h e  c h a r g e  fo r  ad m iss io n  is  to  b e  so  m u ch —  
g e n e r a l ly  a  p re tty  h ig h  fig u re . W e ll ,  the seance is c ro w d e d . _ T o  
m a n y  p erso n s  it  is a  n ew  ex c ite m e n t, T h e r e  is  so m e th in g  th r ill in g  
to them  in th e  id e a  th a t  th e y  a re  to  b e a r  a  c o m m u n icatio n  fro m  a  
sp ir it  w h ich  no lo n g e r  b e lo n g s  to  th is  e a rth . A n d  th e y  w illin g ly  p a y  
t h e  p r i c e  c h a rg e d  fo r a d m iss io n . T h e y  c o m e ; th e room  is d a r k e n e d ;  
s ile n c e  p re v a ils . T h e y  jo in  h a n d s , s h a d o w y  fo rm s seem  to p a s s  
th ro u g h  th e a ir , so ft  lo w  v o ices  a re  h e a rd , ra p s  a r e  g iv e n , o n e  o f th e  
c o m p a n y  feels so m e th in g  c h illy  p a s s  o v e r  h im , a  s ilv e r y  h a n d  g le a m 
in g  th ro u g h  th e  d a rk n e s s  p a s s e s  a c ro s s  h is  fa c e , a n d  th e  seance is  
o v e r  T h e  p e o p le  d isp e rs e  to  th e ir  ho m es fu lly  b e lie v in g  th a t a l l th e y  
h a v e  se e n  a n d  h e a rd  is  n ot o f th is w o r ld . T h e  id e a  g ro w s  u p o n  
th em . T h e y  g iv e  u p  th e ir  m in d  to  th in k in g  o f th e se  th in g s , a n d  
m a n y  o f th em  in  th e  e n d  p a s s  th e  la s t  d a y s  o f th e ir  e x is te n c e  in  a  
m a d h o u se , o r  sh a tte re d  in  h e alth  a n d  n e rv e s  g o  d ow n  to a  p re m a tu re  
g r a v e . A n d  y e t  th e re  a r e  p erso n s w h o  still c a r r y  on th is , I m a y  s a y , 
lu c ra t iv e  b u s in e ss  th a t  fills  to  o v e rflo w in g  th e ir  p o ck ets , b y  th u s  im 
p o s in g  upon th e  c re d u lo u s  a n d  too b e lie v in g  p o rtio n  o f th e  c o m 
m u n ity . T h e r e  a re  m a n y  p eo p le  w h o se  im a g in a tio n  so  re a d ily  a n d  
so  p o w e r fu lly  in flu e n ce s  th e ir  se n se s  th a t  th e  d e s ig n in g  m a k e  th em  
th e ir  p re y  w ith  c o m p a ra t iv e  e a s e , a n d  w o rk  u p o n  th em  to  su ch  an  
e x te n t  a s  to th o ro u g h ly  p a ra ly z e  th e ir  m in d s, a n d  b r in g  a b o u t  a  s ta te  
o f m e n ta l im b e c ility , b e lie v in g  e v e r y th in g  th a t is  o u tra g e o u s , a b s u r d , 
a n d  su p e rstitio u s, a n d  sh u d d e r in g  a t  sh a d o w s  w h ich  “  s t r ik e  m o re  
te rro rs  to  th e  so u l”  th a n  a n y  re a s o n in g  of s a n e  m en  is  a b le  to  d is 
s ip a te . I t  is  in  A m e r ic a  th a t  th is  d e lu sion  is  s tro n g e s t , b u t  th e re  a r e  
th o u sa n d s  in ou r C h r is t ia n  E n g la n d  w h o n u m b e r  th e m se lv e s  a s  d is 
c ip le s  of th e se  S p ir itu a lis t s . I h a v e  n ot s p a c e  h e re  to  g iv e  th e  fu ll 
h is to ry  o f th is  s o -c a lle d  S p ir itu a lis m . M y  p r in c ip a l w o rk  w ill , th e re 
fo re  b e  not to  tra c e  it fro m  its  o r ig in  to  th e  p re se n t t im e , b u t  to  
e x p o se  m a n y  o f th e  d e ce p tio n s  p ra c t ise d , h o p in g  th a t  a s  I p ro v e  
t h e r e .a r e  n o m a n ife s ta tio n s  m a d e  w h ich  c a n n o t b e  p ro d u c e d  b y  
m e a n s  o f a p p a r a tu s , th a t  m y  r e a d e rs  w ill ( i f  a n y  o f th em  h a v e  th e m ) 
g iv e  th e ir  fe a r s  a n d  a p p re h e n s io n s  to  th e  w in d s , a n d  re s o lv e  to  d o  a l l
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in  th e ir  p o w e r  to  cru sh  out th is  on e o f th e  g r e a te s t  c u rse s  o f o u r  
n a tio n . M u c h  p r a is e  is  d u e  to M e s s r s . M a s k e ly n e  a n d  C o o k e , o f 
th e  E g y p t ia n  H a l l ,  L o n d o n , w h o  h a v e  fo r  so m e y e a r s  p a st  h e a r t i ly  
ta k e n  up  th e m a tte r , a n d  p ro d u ced  n ig h t ly  in  th e ir  h a ll m a n y  o f th e 
m a n ife s ta tio n s  w h ich  th e se  sp ir itu a lis ts  m a k e  so  m u ch  of. T h e  
o r ig in  o f sp ir it  r a p p in g  a p p e a rs  to  b e  a s  fo llo w s. T w o  y o u n g  la d ie s  
o f the n a m e  o f F o x , r e s id in g  in  R o c h e s te r , N . Y . ,  a re  th e  firs t  m e d iu m s 
th a t  w e k n o w  o f. T h e ir  m o th er, M r s . F o x ,  n a r ra te s  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f 
th is  fa c t  a s  fo llo w s. T h e  fa m ily  w a s  d istu rb e d  a f t e r  r e t ir in g  ot a  
n ig h t  b y  v a r io u s  n o ise s , w h ich  w e re  h o w e v e r  a ttr ib u te d  to b e  m a d e  
b y  ra ts . T h is  co n tin u e d  fo r  n e a r ly  fo u r m o n th s, w h en  on th e  la s t  
d a y  of M a rc h , 18 4 8 , th e y  d e te rm in e d  to re t ire  e a r ly  to  g e t  a  g o o d  
n ig h t ’s  re s t  in s p ite  o f th e n o ise s . T h is ,  h o w e v e r, w a s  n ot to  b e . T h e  
th o u g h t  then  s tru c k  M r s . F o x ,  w h o  w a s  in  th e s a m e  room  a s  h e r  
d a u g h te r s , th a t sh e  w o u ld  q u estio n  th e  n o ise . “  W h o  m a k e s  th is  
n o is e ? — Is  it m ad e  b y  a n y  p erso n  l iv in g ? — Is  it m a d e  b y  a n y  on e 
d e a d 4? ( r a p .) — I f  a n y  in ju re d  sp ir it  ? ( r a p .) — If  in ju re d  b y  h e r o r  h e r  
fa m i ly ? — I f  b y  v a r io u s  o th er n a m e s ? ” — G e t t in g  n o  fu r th e r  r e p ly ,  
M r s .  F o x  a ro s e  so m e w h a t e x c ite d , a n d  c a lle d  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  so m e 
n e ig h b o u rs . T h e  tw o  g ir ls ,  so  M r s . F o x  s ta te s , w e re  n ot a p p a r e n t ly  
s o  m u ch  e x c ite d  a s  sh e  w a s , b u t e n te re d  w ith  so m e s p ir it  in to  th e  
d o in g s  o f th e  o th er s p ir it , on e o f th em  s n a p p in g  h e r  fin g e rs  a n d  a s k 
in g  th e sp ir it  to  d o  a s  th e y  d id , w h ich  it d id . O n e  o f th e  n e ig h b o u rs  
fo llo w ed  u p  th e in ju re d  s p ir it , a s k in g  w h en  th e  in ju r y  w a s  d o n e . 
The a vsivcr w a s  five  raps, in d ic a t in g , a s  th e y  s u p p o s e d , f iv e  y e a r s .  
“  W h a t  n a m e  d id  th e  in ju r y  T h e y  re p e a te d  s e v e ra l n a m e s , a n d  a  
rap  c a m e  a t  th e  m en tio n  of th e  n a m e  o f a  m an  w h o  h a d  liv e d  th e re  
so m e  fiv e  y e a r s  p re v io u s . “  I s  th e  b o d y  h e re  then  ? In  th e c e lla r  ? 
( r a p .)  T h e  n e ig h b o u rs  d e te rm in e d  to d ig ,  b u t so m e h o w  le a rn e d  
th a t  th e y  m u st d e la y  it fo r  fo u r  m o n th s, a n d  o f c o u rse  d id  so . M rs.. 
F o x  s ta te s  th a t  on d ig g in g  a t  th e  tim e  m en tio n ed  th e y  d isc o v e re d  
so m e p ieces  o f b o n e , b u t w h e th e r  o r  not th o se  o f a  m a n  d o es n ot 
seem  to h a v e  b e en  a s c e r ta in e d . A fte r  th a t  th e y  le ft  th e  h o u se , b u t 
th e  so u n d s  fo llo w e d  w h e re v e r  th e  d a u g h te r s  w en t, a n d  in  th e  co u rse  
o f th e  su m m e r b y  so m e m e a n s  th a t  w h ich  ra p p e rs  n ow  d e s ig n a te  th e  
“ sp ir it  a lp h a b e t”  w a s  re v e a le d  to  M r .  F o x ,  ju n . N o w , th e re  c a n n o t 
b e  a  d o u b t th a t  th e  tw o  g ir ls  c o n c e iv e d  th e  id e a  o f  th e  “ k n o c k in g s ” ' 
in  th e  fir s t  in stan ce  m e re ly  to te r r i fy  th e ir  p a re n t . P ro b a b ly  th e y  
h a d  no th o u g h t o f d o in g  m o re . F in d in g , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e ir  m o th er 
b e lie v e d  th e  ra p s  to  b e  o c c a sio n e d  s u p e rn a tu ra lly , a n d  th a t  h e r  s to ry  
c a u s e d  o th ers  to  h a v e  a  s im ila r  b e lie f , th e ir  v a n it y  o r  th e ir  n a tu ra l 
te n d e n c y  to d ecep tio n  c a u s e d  th em  to  fo llo w  u p  th e  jo k e  till th e  
m a tte r  b e c a m e  se rio u s. T h e y  in e x t r ic a b ly  im p lic a te d  th e m se lv e s  in  
th e  a f fa ir , a n d  h a d  n ot th e  m o ra l c o u ra g e  to  co n fess  th e  im p o stu re .

“  Oh! w h at a  tan gled  w eb w e w ea re— W h en  first we venture to deceive.”  
T h e  M iss e s  F o x e s  w e re  w e ll k n o w n — th e ir  w o rd  w a s  b e lie v e d ,— th e y  
h a d  h e a rd  th e r a p p in g  th e m se lv e s  a s  o th er p e rso n s  h a v e  h e a rd  th e m , 
a n d  th e y  a s se r te d  th a t  th e y  w e re  ig n o ra n t  o f th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th e  
s o u n d s  w e re  p ro d u c e d ., b u t a g r e e d  in  c o n s id e r in g  th e m  a s  th e  co m 
m u n ica tio n s  o f sp ir its  fro m  a n o th e r  w o r ld .— T h e r e  w e re  p a p e rs  in t h e
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v ic in ity  w h o le n t th e m se lve s  to  fo s te r  a n d , s p re a d  th e d e lu sio n . I t  
s p re a d  th e  sa le  o f th e ir  p a p e rs , a n d  th a t w a s  a ll th a t  m a n y  o f th em  
c a r e d . P le n ty  o f p eo p le  w e re  fo u n d  w h o  b e lie v e d  a t  on ce  in s p ir its  
ju s t  a s  p eop le  a r e  fo u n d  to b e lie v e  a n y  n ew  ology, fa tliy , o r  ism th a t  
a n y  c le v e r  p erso n  m a y  p le a s e  to  s ta r t .— C ro w d s  flo ck e d  to R o c h e s te r  
fro m  a ll p a r ts  o f th e  U n ite d  S t a te s .  T h e  F o x  fa m ily  w e re  in  d e m a n d  
e v e ry w h e re .— T h e  M iss e s  F o x e s  d e c la re d  th e m se lv e s  to b e  m e d ia  
th ro u g h  w h o m  d ise m b o d ie d  sp ir its  d e ig n e d  to  s p e a k . T h e  r e s u lto f  the 
n u m b e r le ss  s e a n c e s  w h ich  th e y  g a v e  re a lise d  fo r  them  a b o u t 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  
d o lla r s . T h e y  b u ilt a  m an sio n  on th e p ro ceed s  o f th e ir  im p o stu re  
a n d  d ro v e  a b o u t N e w  Y o r k  in th e ir  c a r r ia g e  w ith  c o a ch m a n  a n d  fo ot
m a n , d o u b tless , in  th e  h e ig h t o f  th e ir  a u d a c io u s  p ro sp e r ity  n e v e r  on ce 
th in k in g  of th e  m a n y  th e y  h a v e  c a u se d  to b e co m e lu n a tic s , a n d  o f 
th o u sa n d s  of p o o r in fa tu a te d  v ic tim s , w h o b e lie v in g  in th e ir  d e lu sio n , 
h a v e  b eco m e m e la n c h o ly  m isa n th ro p e s  a n d  im b ec ile  se lf-to rm e n to rs . 
A  p ro fe ss io n  so  lu c r a t iv e , h o w ever, soon fo u n d  m a n y  p ra c tit io n e rs , 
a n d  a s  the im p o stu re  a s  g o n e  on so a s  it in c re a s e d  in its  p ro p o r
tio n s. T h e s e  m e d iu m s n ow  p ro fe ss  to  be a b le  to  g iv e  fo re w a rn in g s  
o f d a n g e r , to  b r in g  sp ir it  fa c e s  a n d  fo rm s a ro u n d  th em , c a u s e  th em  to 
w rite , a n d  even  to  g iv e  p re scrip tio n  fo r  s ic k  p e rso n s . F ro m  A m e r ic a  
u n fo rtu n a te ly  (w o u ld  th a t  it h a d  been  k e p t th e re )  th e m a n ia  h a s  
s p re a d  fa r  a n d  w id e .— A  M r s . H a y d o n  cam e to L o n d o n , in 18 5 2 , a n d  
sta r te d  a  sp ir it  r a p p in g  e s ta b lish m e n t, in O u e e n -s tre e t , H e r  p a tro n s  
w e re  n ot th e  lo w ly  a n d  ig n o ra n t, w h o  p a id  6d  to h a v e  th e ir  fo rtu n es  
to ld , bu t th e  r ich  a r is to c ra t ic  a n d  b e tte r  in fo rm e d  c la s se s  of th e  co m 
m u n ity , p eo p le  w h o  p a id  th e ir  fiv e  g u in e a s  fo r  a  seance, a n d  r e a d ily  
w en t a w a y  b e lie v in g  w h a t th e y  s a w  a n d  h e a rd  to b e  m y ste r io u s  
a n d  w e ll w o rth y  th e ir  a tten tio n . A  la d y , M rs . N o rm a n  C u lv e r , o f 
A r c a d ia ,  U n ite d  S ta te s ,  w ro te  to th e  A m e ric a n  p a p e rs  a n d  m a d e  ac o rti-  

'p le t e  co n fessio n  of th e  in iq u ity  o f S p ir it  R a p p in g s , S h e  s ta te d  th at 
s h e  is  b y  m a rr ia g e  a  con n ection  of th e F o x  g ir ls . T h a t  sh e  w a s  a t  
first a  firm  b e lie v e r  in  th e  R a p p in g s , b u t from  b e in g  so  c o n sta n tly  in 
th e  so ciet)’ o f th e  g ir ls  sh e  w a s  le d  to b e lie v e  th a t th e y  w e re  d ece iv in g . 
R e s o lv e d  to s a t is fy  h e rse lf , sh e  m a d e  a  p ro p o sitio n  to C a th e r in e  to a s 
s is t  h e r  in th e m a n ife s ta tio n s . A s  a t  th a t  tim e h e r s is te r  M a r g a r e t ta  
w a s  a w a y  sh e  w a n te d  so m e on e to h e lp  h e r  a n d  a g r e e d  to m a k e  a  
m ed iu m  o f M rs . C u lv e r , a n d  th o ro u g h ly  in s tru c te d  h e r  into  th e  d e 
lu sio n . T h e  S p i r it  A lp h a b e t  co n s is ts  o f a  n u m b e r  o f c a r d s , ' each  
w ith  o n e  o f th e le tte rs  o f th e  a lp h a b e t on it. T h e s e  a r c  a r r a n g e d  in 
o rd e r , a n d  w h en  a  p erso n  co m es to co n su lt th e  s p ir it  th e y  a r c  p la c e d  
b e fo re  th is a lp h a b e t . T o  fu r th e r  b lin d  the m oral e y e s  o f th e  p erso n  
th e  m ed iu m  sta te s  th a t th e y  can  e ith e r te ll h e r  w h a t th e y  d e s ire  to 
k n o w  o r can  e x p re s s  th e ir w ish es in se cre t to th e m se lve s  a s  th e  S p ir it  
p e n e tra te s  th e ir  th o u g h ts . H a v in g  s ta te d  e ith e r  w a y  th a t  th e y  a re  
a w a it in g  th e  S p i r it 's  a n sw e r , a  p en c il is  g iv e n  to th em , a n d  th e y  a r e  
re q u e ste d  to co m m e n ce w ith  A . p o in tin g  th e p en c il on e a ch  le tte r , 
a n d  if a  ra p  is g iv e n  th a t  le tte r  fo rm s the firs t  o f a  w o rd  in r e p ly  to  
th e ir  q u estio n . T h e  m a n n e r  of p ro c e e d in g  to th e m ed iu m  is v e r y  
s im p le . S h e  w a tc h e s  n a rro w ly  th e  fa c e  of h e r  d u p e , a n d  w h en  th e y  
m a k e  a  lo n g e r  p a u se  than  u su a l sh e  g iv e s  a  ra p . T h u s  s u p p o s in g  th e
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w o rd  y e s  w a s  re q u ire d  in a n s w e r  to  a  q u e stio n  the. firs t  le t te r  w o u ld  
b e  Y .  T h e  p erso n  p o in ts  h is  or h e r  p e n c il a t  o n e  le tte r  a f te r  th e  o th er 
till h e  g e t s  to  Y .  H e  is  e x p e c t in g  th e  r a p  to co m e, a n d  g e t s  n e rv o u s  
a s  h e p o in ts  th e  p e n c il, o r l in g e rs  ra th e r  lo n g e r  o v e r  it. T h is  is th e  
m e d iu m ’ s  o p p o rtu n ity , th e  ra p  is  g iv e n . T h e n  th e se  p ro c e e d in g s  c o m 
m en ce  o v e r  a g a in .  T h e  w a y  in w h ich  C a th e r in e  F o x  in s tru c te d  M r s .  
C u lv e r  to  g iv e  th e  ra p s  w a s  b y  m e a n s  o f th e  to e s . A ll  th e  to es  a r e  
u s e d , a n d  a  little  p ra c tic e  is re q u ire d  to  o b ta in  p e rfe c tio n . A t  fir s t  it 
w a s  v e r y  h a rd  w o rk . M rs . C u lv e r  w a s  in s tru c te d  to  w a rm  h e r  fe e t  
w h e n  it w o u ld  th en  be e a s ie r  to  ra p . T h is  sh e  d id  a n d  w a s  a b le  to  
r a p  1 5 0  in  su c c e ss io n . T o  m a k e  a  r a p  a p p e a r  to  b e  on th e  ta b le  it is  
o n ly  n e c e s sa ry  to  put th e  fo ot on th e  bottom  o f th e  ta b le  a n d  r a p , 
a n d  a t  th e  b o tto m  o f a  d o o r to  m a k e  it a p p e a r  a t  th e  to p . O n  o n e 
o cca sio n , w h en  th e  fe e t o f C a th e r in e  w a s  h e ld  b y  an  a p p o in te d  c o m 
m ittee  w h o  re s o lv e d  to in v e st ig a te  th e  c a s e , th e  D u tc h  s e rv a n t  g ir l  w a s  
e m p lo y e d  to r a p  w ith  h e r  k n u c k le s  u n d e r  th e  flo o r fro m  th e  c e lla r . 
A f t e r  le a r n in g  a l l th e se  p a r t ic u la rs  M r s . C u lv e r  d id  w h a t w a s  th e  
b e st  th in g  sh e  c o u ld  d o , n a m e ly , ex p o se d  th e m . H o w e v e r , th is  d id  
n ot p re v e n t th e  d e lu sio n  fr o m 'b e in g  b e lie v e d , a n d  s in ce  then  m e d iu m s 
h a v e  c a u s e d  th e ir  r a p s  to  com e b y  m e a n s  of a  g a lv a n ic  b a t te ry  a n d  
a n  e le c tro -m a g n e t , w h ich  c a n  b e  p la c e d  in a n  a d ja c e n t  c o m p a rtm e n t 
a n d  co n n ected  b y  m e a n s  o f w ire s  b e n e a th  th e  c a rp e to r  a lo n g  th e flo o r.

A n  a m u s in g  a n e c d o te  is  re la te d  o f s ix  g e n tle m e n  in  th e S ta te s  w h o  
a g r e e d  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  to  g o  to  s ix  m e d iu m s in d iffe re n t p a r ts  o f th e  
c ity , a n d  d e s ire d  to  h a v e  in te rc o u rse  w ith  th e  s p ir it  o f G e o rg e  W a s h 
in g to n , a n d  w o n d e rfu l to re la te , th e  sp ir it  w a s  a b le  to  a p p e a r  a t  s ix  
d iffe re n t se a n c e s  a t  th e  s a m e  m in u te .— O n e  o r  m o re  p ro o fs  o f th e  
t r ic k e r y  th a t  is  re so rte d  to a n d  I h a v e  d o n e . M r s . E liz a b e th  F a y ,  
th e  A m e r ic a n  sp ir itu a lis t  h e ld  a  s e a n c e  in  L o n d o n , a n d  a l l  jo in e d  
h a n d s  w ith  the ex ce p tio n  o f M r s . F a y ,  h a v in g  h e r  r ig h t  h a n d  a t  l ib e r ty . 
C la p p in g  o f h a n d s  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  h e a rd  to th e  co n ste rn a tio n  a n d  
w o n d e r  o f a l l  P o o r p e o p le , s im p le  fo lk s , th e y  litt le  th o u g h t th a t M rs . 
F a y  w a s  o n e  too m u ch  fo r  th e m , a n d  th a t sh e  p ro d u ce d  th e  im ita tio n  
o f th e c la p p in g  o f h a n d s  b y  b e a t in g  h e r  fo re h e a d  w ith  h e r  r ig h t  h a n d . 
Q u e ry —-W h y  c a n n o t m e d iu m s d o  th e se  th in g s  in th e  lig h t o f  d a y ? —  
W h y  d o  th e y  o b je c t  to  h a v in g  a  lig h t s tru c k  w h ile  a  s p ir it  fo rm  flo a ts  
th ro u g h  th e a ir . A n s w e r— b e c a u s e  it w o u ld  re v e a l th e ir  m e c h a n ism  
a n d  t r ic k e ry  a n d  d en o u n ce  them  a s  im p o ste rs .— D o  n ot b e  b e g u ile d  
in to  b e lie v in g  th is  m ise ra b le  d ecep tio n . I h a v e  not tim e to  e n te r  m o re  
fu lly  in to  th e  su b je c t  or I co u ld  e x p o se  n u m b e r le ss  o th e r  m a n ife s ta t io n s  
w h ich  th e y  m a k e . T a b le  tu rn in g  is  n ot p ro d u ced  b y  m e ch a n ism  b u t 
is  the] fo rc e  o f th e  w ill a c t in g  u p on  o u r  m u sc le s . I f  a  n u m b e r  o f p e r 
so n s  s e a t  th e m se lv e s  ro u n d  a  ta b le  p la c in g  th e  to p s o f th e ir  f in g e rs  
ro u n d  the e d g e  lig h t ly , a l lo w in g  th e little  f in g e rs  o f  e a ch  to b e  in co m 
m u n ica tio n , a f t e r  a  c e r ta in  p erio d  h a s  e la p se d  th e  ta b le  w ill ro ta te , 
th a t  is  i f  e v e ry  p e rso n  p rese n t w ills  th a t it sh o u ld  g o  ro u n d . T h e r e  
is  n o  sp ir itu a lism  in  th is , h o w e v e r , it is  th e  fo rc e  of th e  w ill. I can  
o n ly  s a y  in  c o n c lu d in g  b e lie v e  n o th in g  th a t th e se  m e d iu m s p e rfo rm  
w h ich  th e y  a l le g e  a r e  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f th e sp ir its  fo r  th e y  a r e  
m e re ly  m a n ife s ta tio n s  of t r ic k e ry .

F I N I S .


