


























































































































yet judiciously. and thus bring thA whole {)f individual inftu
.ence of those who are " apt to teach " to bear on the community in a. 
fraternal and eonsistent manner. 

(d\ That a phtctl may be made for woman as well as man in aU 
positions, .employments. 1\lld liberties, as her tastes and capabilities 
may suit or impel bAr. 

(e) By giving lectures and populn.r expositions of all the sciences 
thn.t inforn:i the people of the nature of man, physical, phrenologicltl, 
twd spiritual. 

If\ Ry the employrq.ent of mis;stonary mediruns, whose consistent 
livP.s. II e\·ntion. nnd capabilities tl1cm to the work of oral 
and conversationaJ teaching, addressing meetings, 1md the exhibition 
of phenom.ena. ::Sy the co-opernti()n of spiritualists through this 
association, many of such useful pioneers might be liept constantly · 
emplnye<l ; and their opcmtions could be facilitated and clirccte<l by 

t breth:ron in t.ho looolitie!l where they ,;sited, who \VOtlld ut 
tl1e snme fjm e be glad to find entcrtninrp.ent for these instn1ctors. 

( ff ) :By the establi:!ihment of a free ancl independent weekly or 
monthly periodicn.l for the "discovery and npplicittion of truth," ancl 
ns R means of communication amongst r eformers. 

(k) By t l 1o h olding of annual convention, and _the wide diffusion 
of tl1e repm't of procee<lings tl1ereat. 

(iJ By depntin<> dotegn.tes as speakers or mediums to attend the 
mmnl meetings of societies or circles, to foster the formation of new 
circle.<;. to attend district and special meetings, ami other
wise their experience lead and that may be 
taken in the Cltuse of human progress, \dt.ltin reach of their several 
localities. 

J. Bums having finished reading and expounding the nature 
and bearings of these propositions, said that they no one, 
nor bound no one, but were suggested for the consideration of 
:thA Clonvention, so as to elicit their beat. thoughts upon funda
mantal principles and practical operations ; and if, on examina
t ion. they we.re found to contll.in t.ruth IUld prac ticality, they 
might, in like manner, be offered to the public as an indication 
of the necessities of the times, with suggestions for supplying 
them . 

T hese propositions were listened to with considerable uneasi
ness and m anifest signs of opposition. The preamble and first 
and second sections were passed by vote with apparent inditfer

but on the tbu·d being read, the clouds of opposition 
gath ered thicker and darker, followed by a descending torrent of 
various forms of objections, but. 11oh one sentence of reasonable 
argnment. Several speakers were afraid of lending their influence 
i!l ''limiting God." Others aa.id proposition was not true, 
but did not show how. .Another would object, that though there 
might be a.n nhstrnct truth in it, yet it would not be expedient to 
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tell the world the truth, for they could not appreciate it. 
Several discussionists wonderfully changed their tactics during 
the storm, and allowed themselves to :lioat supinely on the billows 
of over-ruling opinion. And tl:u; la~;tl., uuL not the least, item of 
the " Discussion ' 1 w11.s personal missiles levelled at the devoted 
individuality who proposed the resolutions. · 

During these proceedings J. Bums several times rose, and 
quietly and logically defended the truth embodied m t.b& pro
position. He ~:;uid he l!elie"Ved. it to be truth; and though the 
position was much against his feelings and pop1.1larit.y, yet he 
dared not to compr>Omise or shelve an irresistible necessity. If 
there was anything objectionable or untme he would be glad of the 
correction, as it was to elicit truth that the resolutions were 
;proposed. Had he known that they would have been received 
in the man.ner they were, he wonlii never have proposed them; 
but as he was co-operating with a Convention of Progressive 
Spiritualists, he thought that truth would be preferred to ex
pediency, and, at least, be favoured with a calm and dispassionate 

hearing. 
'l'he popu hu v()ir.e declared that the proposition should be 

thr.own out without any further discussion. The proposer then 
said his task was accomplished. While it was the order of the 
meeting that the proposition was under consideratiuJJ, iL was IUs 
duty to defend i t, and dev<>to his host services to the cause of 
tmth ~ bnt now tha.t the meeting bad thrown it out. his duties in 
that capa.city were at an end, and hE} would gladly listen to the 
productions of other minds. It was then suggested that the 
other propositions should be proceeded with, rejecting (a) of 
Proposition III. ; but J . Burne snid this could not be, as the 
propositions were so reEated to one another that if one was 
.accepted, the other necessarily followed. If we took one brick 
from a.n arch the whole structure would fall. In fact, the reject~d 
clause wa.s a. necessary consequent to Lbe propositions thaL bad 
just been nccoptod, nod he felt the necessity of warning them 
from proceeding in a course that would appear illogical on futore 
examination. During this part of the proceedings the Convention 
adjourned for tea, afte1· which the 

SIXTH SESSION 

concluded the proceedings by a continuation of the business under 
discussion. The President called on the members individually to 
gi'\:'e their best thoughlts, as there was a break in the proceedings 

by the withdrawal of the resolutions. 
s 
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Dr M'Leod proposed th:l·ee practical resolutions, which were. 
passed with some ·unimportant amendments. 

•Resolution 1. That it is the opinion of t:bis the Second Convention 
of the British Association ()f Progressive Spiritualists, that SemiTUAI.· 
rsM is a harmoniser of all past ment:a.l, moral, social, and political 
,conflicts, and therefore worthy of all acceptation, and o:f our decided 
individual and tmited support from this da.y. 

Resolution 2. That the members of this the S.eoond Convention of 
the British Associa.tion of Progressive Spii'ituhli.sts present here this 
'day hereby declare our desire and determination to do all that sever
ally lies within the compass of our power and within our severa] 
!!leans, in order to suppo1t the ex.ecutive of this associa.tion in its 

· efforts to diffuse the philo:aophy of Spiritualism. 
Resolution 3. That the members of this Convention deem it not 

only advis'able ibut their duty to · give their names and addresses, in 
confidence, to the Secretary, m order thathemayhereafter communi
cate with them,· and keep them posted up in all matters of importance. 
connected \vith the business and progress of tlus association. 

The following ladies and gentlemen allow their names to be 
published as willing to correspond! with inquirers into the fa.cts,. 
principles, and phenomena of Spiritualism. All letters must 
contain a stamp for reply. 

James Colthurst, 55 King Street, Cork. Thbmas Etchells, 
Dungeon House, Hudders:field. Sarah Chapman, Whitestone 
Lane, Hnddersfield. Mary A. Alstone, care of Miss Chapman, 
IIuddersfi.eld. Mr.s Jones, Post Office, Bradford-on-Avon. J. 
Burns, Progressiv-e Libr.ary, Camberwell, London, 8. 

J . Burns thought some business ought to be brought forward 
respecting the future objects and workings of the association, so 
that if a.ny associative effort should be pr~Wticable during the 
ensuing year, the present opportunity might not be lost for its 
preliminary arrangement and consideration. 

Several voices here suggested that J. Burns should be requested 
to allO.w his propositions to appear in the Report ; though they 
might not be appr,eci:ated nor understood by the Convention, they 

, .would be as valul!-ble to the public as if they had been accepted 
by that body. . 

Thom.as Etchells was anxious that a periodical for the diffusion 
of Progressive Spil'itualism should btl established. The1·e was 
none in this country worthy of the name. He was sorry none 
of the editors were present. What could be done to have an 
organ? 

E. H. Green felt deeply the need of such an organ. 
not on anf account be without the Banner of Light . 
contribute £5 towards the est:a.blishment of a paper. 

He would 
He would 
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J . M. Spear said we could at the present stage make more use 
of the press than the platform. We \'l'ant a thorough-goixig 
weekly progressive spiritual paper. He though J. Burns was the 
man to publish such a paper, if assisted by means ~md co-opera
tion. lt might be made self-supporting in a year, but at first 
cash WB.S indispensable. He thought H. might be set afoot this 
year. Mr Spea.r then gave some account of a three months' tour 
he was about to undertake. He had just been in Birmingham 
and neighbourhood for three weeks, and had held many quiet 
meetings, and introduced the question to many minds. He 
would be glad to visit any town where there was a fl"iond of the 
cause to receive him and open the way for his services. He had 
ilevot.ed himself to t!he work. and by the co-operation of fi-iends 
his labours could be made doubly useful. He detailed the 
process whereby he made psychomet1·ic examinations. By taking 
ho1d of the hand of a person whom he never saw before, he was 
enabled by spiritual infiuence to delineate theM- state of health and 
mental characte-ristics in a most sm-prieing manner. This was a 
power which was exceedingly useful in cn.lling attention to the 
subject, and be placed it at the disposal of the cause uncler such 
circumstances.~< 

Thomas Etchells thought a. company might be organised and a 
paper started on a sm.all scale. He briefiy explained Lhe wulLibu
dinous uses to which Mr Spear ha.d been put by the Huddersfield 
friends d11ring his reeent visit, and recommended the friends 
elsewhere to secure 1\ir Spear's services. 

J. Burns did not think a company could be got ui> to pu~sh 
a paper. As yet there was not definiteness of thought and 
unanimity amongst British Spiritualists to subscribe to a. self
evident truth, and how could they agree about the conducting of 
a paper ? His name hn.d been mentioned in connection with 
such 1uil undertaking, but under such circumstances he would de
cline the position. His connection with the cause of S!Piritu:alism 
was far wider than the influence of the Association, and h& con
templated at some future time to establish a periodical which 
should be broad and independent, and thoroughly at the service 
of the (laU!se of human prog>e.:ss. He urged upon tho meeting 
the imporl;o.nce of the missionary work they !had just heard 
detailed. He snggeRted that each spiritualist present should 

• Jl.!r Spear's address is 23 Osnaburgh. Street, ltegent Park, London. Those 
at_ a dist:anco.may c~mununicato with him ~Y. letter. He can.g!vo psychome
tric delineattons etther from the handwntillg or photograp.li. Should Mr 
Spear undertake his contemplated trip to .America, letters for him may be 
1tddreased to tllel'togressive Library, Camberwull, London. 
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successively invite Mr and Mrs Spear to viisit their locality and 
spend n. fe,v days or weeks more o.r less. . I n tlbis way much 
good could be done without much popular display, expense, 
or l"'a.ste of time in offic.ial arrangements ; besides, it would beo a 
positive pleasure for a family of spirituali!>ts to entertain Mr and 
Mrs Spear for a few days. 
1 T he President tlid not think tha.t much could. be done as yet in 
the publication of a paper, or in mission work on ru large scale. 
He recommended individllals, however, to avail themselve,g of the 
eo-op,ero.tion of Mt· and Mrs Spear. They did not labour fvr ease 
·or gain, bnt wet:e devoted heart and soul to the cause. He had 
been brought in contact '~ith many reformers, but never met with 
<lne so disinterested as Mr Spear. Spiritualism was not mere 
table-rapping and the asking of siilly questions. H was more, as 
'their extensive literature showed, and Mr Spear brought out the 
·subject in this highe~: light. He deprecatedl the impression pre
vailing in some minds that mediums worked fol" gain. True they 
1·equil:edl ~he mea.ns of existence; but if there was anything 
obj ectionable in the mode in which they obtained these means, it 
was due to the parsimonious a.nd unfraternal manner in which 
some spiritualists r egardedl mediums and their peculiar position. 

It was resolved that. the R.aport of proceedings should be edited 
:and-published by J . Burns of the Progressive Library, London. 
Ma.ny hundxeds of the Report were subscribed for on the spot. 

Thomas E tchelh; pwposed and E . Dennis seconded a vote of 
thanks to t he officers fo:r the past year, which was accorded with 
acclamation. T he secr etary made an appropriate acknowl edg· 
ment. 

The services of the l'Apor!l.ers were also acknowledged. Wiith 
the name of J. ;Bnr:ns one of the speakers coupled that of Mrs 
Burns, who laboured in the cause as hard as any one in the land. 

The original officers of the .A.ssociat.ion were lmauimously l'e
elected. 

I t wa:s resolved that the third Convention be held in L ondon · 
som etime during the summer of 1867. 

The proeeedings terminated about 9 o'clock P . M. 
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THE SEANCES. 

On Wednesday evening, at the conclusion of business, the 
whole Convention arranged itself in a double circle round a large 
table, for the pW'pose of producing phenomena and receiving 
communications. To some, this was a movement of absorbing 
interest, as the audience was composed partly of individuals who 
had never witnessed a manifestation, and partly of experienced 
mediums and members of the best ha.rmonised circles in the 
land. Dr M'Leod had present the young lady whom. he us·es for 
the purpose of making clairvoyant examinations of the sick.* 
She is an excellent seeing medium in her normal state, which 
was amply demons·trated during the evening. Bnt the Rudders
field mediu.m.s were on this occasion appointed bJ the spirits to 
receive their favours, the circle being nuder the management of 
Messrs Etchells and Green. Soon Miss Chapman was entranced 
by the spirit of ~he Hindoo girl referred to in Mr Etchens· paper. 
She spoke through the medium in broken English, the pecnliar 
,pronunciation and accent being entirely s~milar to that of Hindoos 
who have acquired the English language. during adult life. She 
chatted familiarly and playfully with the circle, and her simple, 
qnaffect~d, and kindly manner waa specially noticed by all. She 
caused the medium to walk about the room, and through he.r 
spoke to Dr M'Leod, J. Bnrns, and others present, taking them 
by tb.e ha.nd and playing with their hair and hands like an affec
tionate child. The manifestations of this spirit were decidedly 
natura.l, beautiful, and impressi'Ve. A series of simila.r manife•ta
·tions protracted tho ovoning to a Jato hour, when the members of 
Convention retired for the night, overflowing with gratitu.de for 
the rich feast presented to them in the day's entire proceedings. 

On Thursday evening the circle was formed with even grea.ter 
zest than on the previotlS occasion, and the proceedings were of a 
much more remarkable nature. These notes are written from 
the recollection of a brain overwbtdmed with protracted exercise, 
and hence a.re defective in the extreme, 110 much so that only a 
faint outlin& of wh.at took place can be presented. After some 
of tbe u.sual cla.ss of manifestations a dark seance was held, at 
which most extraordinary phenomena occurred. The relations 

~ It lll&:)T be interest ing to the public to know that Dr M'Leod a.nd the 
yo1111g lady have moved to London s.ince the Convention, and are located at 
32 Bernard Street, Russell Square, W.C. , whe-re he may be consulted daily 
for the treatment of disease by clairvoyant diagnosis and the layina on of 
hands. 
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of some present were announced, and by certain signs recognised. 
Blows were struck on the table so loud and heavy that had they 
been infiicted ~y a hammer or ma.llet the table would have been 
destroyed. It was also upset. and moved much from. its position 
en~rely h:f the agency of the spirits, and a heavy table it was, 
capable of dining' a dozen individuals. The most positive class 

1 of physical manifestations were produced: Spirit bands pressed 
several individuals ; and, what was most remarkable and con· 
clu,sive, Dr M•Leod's medium would perceive the spirit hands in 
the darkened. room, and notify to the individuals that they were 
being touched at the same moment of time that they felt the 
pressure. Thea& manifestations having been ended, a high and 
beautiful class presented tbems.elves. Miss Chapman was . 
. entranced by several spirits, one being that of Malibran, who 
sang several songs in the most beautiful and finished manner. 
This singing was far from being a mere caricature. It was 

· highly artistic and polished ; and a gentleman in an adjoining 
room, no tyro in music, was impressed with the idea that a. 
professional singer was residing in the hotel, and was trying her 
voice or exercising in some select pieces. Th~s portion of the. 
evening's performance gave the most complete satisfaction ; and 
when the circle broke up, after midnight, every one who witnessed 
the manifestations were· overflowing with enthusiasm. Those, 
who had travelled hundreds of miles to attend the Cpnvention. 
declared that being present at the eTening circle itself was ample. 
.reward for the journey. 9 

"' 
And now the Second Convention was :at an end. Hearty 

farewells were exchanged with those who had to leave with early 
trains, a.nd aH felt that they had enjoyed a season of satisfaction 
rarely falling to the lot of mortals ; and the regret arose within 
the mind, what a pity it is that such re-unions cannot be effected! 
oftener I But the spiritual movement is yet young, and the bright 
future may bestow upon us the blessings of communion, often 
times repeated, with the good· and true here on earth, and those 
of more ripe experience who have passed within the veil. 

On Friday a large proportion of the visitors remained in New
castle, and much time was spent in pleasant conversation and in 
the inspection of a selection from the Progressive Library of 
several hundred volumes, which J. Burns had provided for 'the 
use and entertainment of the friends assembled. Such an array 
of spiritual a.nd progressive literature was quito a treat to many, 
who were not previously aware. of the riches of Spiritualism in 
this department. 
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A duty remains in testifying to the kindness and untiring 
attention of Mrs Bell, of the Crown Temperance Hotel, where the 
Convention was held, and where many of the members boarded 
and lodged. The sev.eral large and elegant rooms placed at the 
service of the Convention rendered it a most appropriate place of 
meeting, while the house in all respects for the time being was a 
" home from home " to alL Mrs Bell was heard to e:r:press 
herself that there. mnst be something good in Spiritualism, for she 
had never entertained a body of people who were more considerate 
and! agreeable, or more unanimous amongst themselves. 

11 LET YOUR LIGHT BWNE." 

• 
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