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e parts of
me mafﬁe lmgdléfw. p
There are alfo waxen vows,
body mixed with them ; but of
parifon of the number of the Priapi.
s of thefe vows carry a bafket full of them
plate in the other to receive the money,
crying ale - and Damiano!” If you afk the price l
ﬁmimmmﬁdﬂtﬁ,ﬂtm “The more you ||
give, the more’s the merit.”” In the veftibule are two tables, at
each of which one of the canons of the church prefides, this crying
mt,.%lﬁ#tmk Miffe, ¢ Litanie : “ Here Maffes and Lita-
‘nies are received;” and the other, Qmﬁmbﬁ’m “ Here
the Vows are received.” The price of a Mafs is fifteen Neapolitan
grains, and of a Litany five grains. On each table is a large bafon
for the reception of the different offerings. The Vows are chiefly
prefented by the female fex ; ;ndfhnymfeldmn{ucharepre{ent
lega, arms, &c., but moft commonly the male parts of genent:on
erfon who was at this féte in the year 1780, and who gav
me ﬁaa account (the authenticity of every article of which has ﬁme







8 LETTER FROM SIR W. HAMILTON.

of the oil at the altar, or carries off a flatk of it, to leave an alms
for St. Cofmo, the ceremony of the oil becomes likewife a very
lucrative one to the canons of the church.
I am, Sir,
With great truth and regard,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,
WiLLiam HamiLTon.







Cmm: Dmralw Ghi :

d&v&?ﬂﬁe@!m onico, e ol effere 4
gmh uno gui fi ricevono le
v fopra delle tavole

P hno fali; m:ean-dem,-eomcﬁ'é pm'ﬁmn
le prefentazioni di manbn, ad eccezzione di quelli i
- deﬂ' Iﬁiladlﬂtm Quefta divozione ¢ tutta quafi delle Donne, - '
e fono p mi quelli, o@ndlecheprefentano gambe, e braccia,
- la gran fefta s’ aggira a profitto de membri della gene- |
razione. Iq ho intefo dire ad una donna.  Santo Cofimo benedetto,
cofi lo voglio. Altre dicevano, Santo Cofimo a te mi raccommando :







12 LETTERA DA ISERNIA.

Nora IIL
Li foreftieri alloggiano non folo fra li Cappuccini e Zoccolanti,
ma anche nell’ Eramo di S. Cofmo. Le Donne che dormono nelle
chiefe de’ P. P. Sudetti fono guardate dalli Guardiani, Vicarj e
Padri piu di merito, e quelli dell’ Eremo fono in cura dell’ Eremita,
divife anche dai Proprj Mariti, e fi fanno fpeflo miracoli fenza
incomodo delli fanti.

Le non le gufta, quando I’ avra letta
Tornera bene farne una baldoria :

Che le daranno almen qualche diletto
Le Monachine quando vanno a letto.







be underftood in their dire& and 0bkusfeﬁﬁ§
fiderec u&mboﬁa!npnfmmmof{emel&ddm
meanin '-whichmaybe xtremely wife and juft, though the fymbols
m&m,mﬁha&whoknw not their true fignification, may
: Tt;bs - abfurd and extravagant. It has often
d "_fﬂ;wt,winee and fuperftition have continued thefe fym-
reprefentations for ages after their original meaning has
Mniﬁmdﬁlpm, when they muft of courfe appear non-
is, if not impious and extravagant.
Such is the cafe with the rite now under confideration, than which

















































30 ON THE WORSHIP

The Ethereal Spirit is here defcribed as expanding idelf through
the univerfe, and giving life and motion to the inhabitants of earth,
water, and air, by a participation of its own eflence, each particle
of which returned to its native fource, at the diffolution of the
body which it animated. Hence, not only men, but all animals,
and even vegetables, were fuppofed to be impregnated with fome
particles of the Divine Nature infufed into them, from which their
various qualities and difpofitions, as well as their powers of propaga-
tion, were fuppofed to be derived. Thefe appeared to be fo many
emanations of the Divineattributes,operating in different modesand
degrees, according to the nature of the beings to which they be-
longed. Hence the chara&eriftic properties of animals and plants
were not only regarded as reprefentations, but as actual emanations
of the Divine Power, confubftantial with his own effence.! For
this reafon, the fymbols were treated with greater refpe& and
veneration than if they had been merely figns and chara&ers of
convention. Plutarch fays, that moft of the Egyptian priefts held
the bull Apis, who was worfhipped with fo much ceremony, to be
only an image of the Spirit of Ofiris.? This I take to have been
the real meaning of all the animal worfhip of the Egyptians, about
which fo much has been written, and fo little difcovered. Thofe
anirnals or plants, in which any particular attribute of the Deity
feerned to predominate, became the fymbols of that attribute, and
sinre 4(mrdingly worfhipped as the images of Divine Providence,
s/%:1y in that particular direion. Like many other cuftoms, both
«f ancicnt and modern worfhip, the practice, probably, continued
sunyg after the reafons upon which it was founded were either wholly
loft, or only partially preferved, in vague traditions. This was the
«afi: in Fgypt; for, though many of the priefts knew or conjectured
*he origin of the worfhip of the bull, they could give no rational

#+0 s an Theol, Plat, lib. i. pp. 56, 57. 2De Is. et Os.






MEgygmhudmfmhhamofu.f&u' as
{camnof&ezmmnonnf&enmy,mdﬁe

1 Liv. Hift. Epitom, lib, xi.
3Whﬁwp&tmmlﬁ:mhdﬂanﬁoww&
3 See Plate u. Fig. 3.
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Calf.t
/‘  The Greeks, as they advanced in the cu
.. B e Wi o it i ks il b

’&Mu.mz,&wuwofﬂtﬂni‘l&b

3 See Plate 1v. Fig. 2, and Plate xix. Fig, 4, from a medal
tome.

4 D¢ B. G, lib, vi. S Plut, in Mario.

8 Exod. c, xxxii., with Patrick’s Commentary. :

























roli -M‘wﬁ%m%mm&ﬁcwrowdl

and the nthnrﬁnwmm m&m 'I‘owuley Efq Iwuy

1 Plate v. Fig. 1, from a bronze in the Mufeum at Portici.
2 Platev. Fig. 2, ﬁamlmhtheﬁnfm of C. Townley, Efq.













*&el‘hwm&ﬁ; 3.&nmumadﬂofbymchim.baiengingmm.
2 See Plate . Fig, 5, from one of Gortyna, in the Hunter Colle@tion ; and
Plate m. Fig. 4, from one of Pariam, belonging to me. .
3 See Plate 1, Fig. 4, and Plate 1. Fig. 6, from Pellerin, ;
4 Golz. Inful. Tab, xix. Fig. 8. 5 See Plate m. Pig. 4. |







cited. We here find, though in a more myftic gn:b,thcfame one
incipl 'afhﬁumns&ﬂy emal
tially returningtobe againabforbed iﬂthmn&nme abfyfsof intellectual
being. This rubforpﬁen wiuch is throughout recommended as
ﬂ_;eulﬁmm end of human perfetion, can only be obtained by a
* life of inward meditation and abftra& thought, too fteady to be
interrupted by any worldly incidents, or difturbed by any tranfitory
affe@tions,whether of mind or body. Bat as fuch a life is not in the

3 M, Fm, vol. . p. 17,

ofmﬁﬁ‘m,ﬁ bﬂtmful’ly éd'd-lba& in t!n-. lines of ergsl beﬁwq







flem of this pim, P
"-l:hecroﬁ:, reprefenting the male

of which ae cxa@ly like the plant which Ifis holds in.

15ea?1mxx.?ig. 2 Pa
3 See Plate xvin. F;g. z,fmml’@cﬂm







Iﬂttﬁat&qmomnt&cwof‘awmpm fornll&f
torians agree that they abhorred navigation, had no fea-port, and
never enjoyed the benefits of foreign commerce, without wkwh,
pt could have no means of acquiring a fufficient quantity of
ﬁ:perﬁunue wealth to erec fuch expenfive monuments, unlefs from |
tributary provinces; efpecially if all the lower part of it was an '
uncultivated bog, as Herodotus, with great appearance of prob- ‘
ability, tells us it anciently was. Yet Homer, who appears to have ,
known all that could be known in his age, and tranfmitted to pof- i
terity all he knew, feems to have heard nothing of their empire or 1
conquefts. Thefe were obliterated and forgotten by the rife of J

1 Tacit. Awn, lib, ii. c. 6o. f






“difcovered. But the f! I have give
iﬁd,ﬂumuanataﬁlybam'__,' en.t
medals with the animal fymbols and perfonif

3 Dmy;whmhﬁr&ledmetazmagtmthuh
ment, but had fome myftic mumng, as al
employed upon their facred edifices _

Thefqmearu,overwhxchthnlamk ;

ﬁmb by means of a fbmngmachme,mﬁrﬁ
upon the Lingam. The pouring of water upon t
mamodcof worfhip very much practifed by the I
ticularly in their devotions to the Bull and the Lingam
ing has been already explained, in the inftance of t}
of Pan, reprefented in the a& of paying the fame :
to the fymbol of his own procreative power.* The

1 Plate xix. Fig. 3, from the Tonian Antiquities, Ch, ii. PL x
2 See Plate v, Fig. 1. -







Thedapluntla,hmver anwfymboimth
m&hvmgﬁenomofﬂmfemmme h
: der,? although the ufe of ivory was familias
mm»the diys of Homer. Upon thu Indian

ands, two of whwhareheldu as ::epamdm rike
fruments they hold, and the othnt two pointed down
tion of the Lingam. This figure is called thnnm:tﬂd
the modern Hindoos ; but neither of thefe names is to be
the Geeta, where the deity only fays, that the lears







upwngwutwruy
.theﬁﬂwmmew Gm:;'udwhmmﬁ

that it is meant for the weapon of the ﬁapm
{ymbol of his deftroying attribute. What in
‘holds in his Gtherhmd,m not eafily afcer
injured by the carriage. In one of thofe p
holds the Lotus ﬂm,todenamﬂmthghm&e
paffive powers of produétion ; and in the other,a go
‘which, I fhall foon fhew,was the fymbol by w
of the Eaft reprefented the fun. His head is drawn in
or pyramidal form, and furrounded by an ornament
reprefents flames; the Indians, as well as the Greeks, loc
fire as the effence of all active power ; whence perpetual I;
kept burning in the holy of holies of all the great p
India, as they were anciently in the temple of Jupiter
and many others both Greek and Barbarian;® and the |
god in the Bagvat Geeta fays, I am the fire refiding in 12
dl things which have life Upon the forehead of ﬂm

1 See Plate xur. Fig. 11, from a medal of Seleucus i
2 Page 86, 3See Plut. de Orac. defefi.






_ v ight

lutarc ‘_ 'I’hc Hmdm muﬂ it Oceus, by
&mma&b&ﬂh@ewm

_This mode of reprefenting the allegorical p

ﬁﬁﬁm&yhudsmdlmhswnpm& their

and extenfive operation, is now univerfal in tl

=mﬂymtwhavebeenunknmtothe ¢







*Byfnllomugdusandog, we may come to |
alge&ofdewuan,mdné

orous on account oftheab&mofm ind
Aaro jtcmlitetimngodtogabeforeﬂ!m,) e fe
alf; to which the people fhcrificed wniBated. sty
- (as the tranflator fays) t play; but in the original the t
fpyﬁ&,andnms, mmplamdxm&fénﬁathat harticular
play which requires the concurrence of both fexes,” and v
therefore a very proper conclufion of a facrifice to (
highly difpleafing to the god who had hWt
Egypt. The Egyptian mythologifts, who appeare

: -?3 See Plate xvin, Fig. 3,






ﬂlﬁat, w!thout. roof or ml}s, in the mad:ﬂe of wt
the fu.md ﬁre, or fome otl.wr {'ymbul of the deit

grmmd,’ and, lxkz that of the l:ttlc_lndmn psgoﬁ&.

1 Hymn, 46. 2 Diodor. Sic, lib, 1. Macrob, Sat. lib, i
3 See Plate xv. Fig. t and 2z, and Plate xu1. an‘@ y
4 Plate xv, Fl&‘)'—"o i .
¢ See Plate xv. Fig. 1, 4, and Fig. 3,







. lm&ammuon,mdbuwﬁﬂ fymmetry
i every refpet the reverfe of the rude but )

_ the former; in the original defign they differ
& thm‘ Itmy therefore be reafonably fupy

. % D¢ B. Gal. lib. vi. »Lib, i . 25,
*seeﬂtﬂxvfi;sln& Immwwa
amdSmiﬂ;’s,n&ers exchw‘khthm!m

differ materially only in the cell, which Webb fuppofe
_._gd_:ﬁﬁmkdu; a fe&iom of an nl!ipﬁa The '
whe Wh;uﬂlmc&dw&whe&erei_







A
v&fudﬁyﬂpﬁw qwmd by i’lumdt,

Wﬂ, not only in traditions and rep
: bnth Gmk und hrhlvhn.‘

mhmﬂ&ewimh cotmentmd in the fun. Tllit
controverts, faying that Typhon, the evil or

was a terreftrial or material fire, effentially differen
wtherial. But Plutarch here argues from his own p
ather than from the evidence of the cafe; for he be
wigbldevllpnmpleeauemalmzh the good, and
petual oppofition to it; an error into which men ha
forming falfe notions of good and evil, and confid

1 Plutarch, de Is, & O, 2 Ibid., p. 455, Ed. |
9 Ibid., Ed. Reifkii.







- m‘ut formn of the gout and lion, refting
H lyre of theged, which ftands between them.”
ly | , reprefented the creative at
, huﬁanyﬂzdorder, therefore, if we admit that the
the de&mying attribute, this compofition will f
" fymbolical language of fculpture, ﬁheiwmmy
~ univerfe P"“ffm” erved by the regular and periodi 'ﬂ

Y Recherches fur les Arts, See alfo Macrob, Sar. i. ¢, 21.
2 Houel, Feyage de la Sicile. Plate xxxv1.
3 Plate 1x. Fig. §, engraved from one belonging to me.
4 Callimach, Hymn. ad, Dian. v. 13. Genitor Nympharum C
in Gell. v. 84. _
5 Ionian Antiguities, vol. i. ¢. 3. Plate ix,







Hzgmutht, mqua commixtus m ;
- Aither and water are here introduced by the poet a
lific elements which fertilize the earth, according tc
fyftem of the Orphic philofophy, upon which the m
was founded. Proferpine, or HWM ﬂi 3
i was, as her Greek name indicates, the goddefs
which character fhe is invoked by Althza in the
neverthelefs we often find her on the Greek medals «

1 8ee S, C. Marcian, and the medals of Gela and A
2 As in the word epi8umros, ufually written by him
3 See Plate vin, 4 Georgic. lib, ii, v.






thei) operaﬁou,ss puuefa&mnpmnﬂen,mdmmfeo eg
Qnsmeddomena, by Gefner,* a goat is couple
with the tiger in drawing his chariot; by which compofition the
artift has fhewn the general aétive power of the deity, conduéted
by his two great attributes of creation and deftruétion. On the
Choragic monument of Lyficrates at Athens, Bacchus is repreﬁnmdf
feeding a tiger; which fhows the aitive power of generation
feeding and cherifhing the ative power of deftruéion® On a
beautiful cameo in the collection of the Duke of Marlborough,
the tiger is fucking the breaft of 2 nymph; which reprefents the
fame power of deftruction, nourifhed by the paffive power of gene-
ration.* In the mufeum of Charles Townley, Efq., is a group, in

! Liv.i.c. 3. ® Table xliii, Pig. 26. 2 Stuart’s Athens, vol, i. c. 4, Plate x,
4 See Plate xxmr. engraved merely.to thow the compofition, it not being per-
mi:udmmkem exatt drawing of it.







't&ingod; whom,tt the{ame tune, defcubd ¢
medicine, and all the arts employed to preferve life.
butes are not joined merely becaufe the def
were eflentially the fame; but becaufe difeafe ne

! The word in Genefis upon which it is founded, conveyed n
' ancients ; for the Seventy tranflated it emoryoe, which
8 Hifi. Nat. lib, xxxiv. c. 8. Many copies of it are flill ex
has publifhed one from a bronze of Cardinal Albani’s, Monum

Plate x1.
3 The verb Avw, from which Apollo is derived, fignifies in
' lndl:odlﬁolnnrdeﬁmy,ﬂa,verm Il 1, ver. 25. Mi
title from amoAAvpt, to defirey ; but :huword is derived from Ava .







e _M“ Thnhlmappurm&,tomiim
3 ‘many of the Greek medals; and on the reverf
) with a fort of pyramidal cap on, exaétly refe

'ﬁm Romans conferred fraedom on nhmr w

5isgﬁgum onhorfebnck,carrymgafpurm
thcﬁmefeﬂnfaponhm , with the v

1&t.hh.:.c.xa
Homer, . a, v. 472.
ll'hu:xlﬂg z,ehgramﬁ'ommbeionm :
firmed in this conjefture by obﬁ‘:rﬂngthechlm&maf_‘
Greek coins. On a Mamertine one belonging to me is a head -
. features and laurel crown of Apollo ; but the hair uﬂinu,m. he

exergue denotes it to be Mars, See!‘hmxu.

§ It may be feen with the dagger on the af!mm

s?"‘

- = = =






edal is an inftrument like a pair
.pxmm" from which it feems that the
:pﬁie&meuthe'ﬂwmm\!u!ma : .&
mythology. The fame ideas are Te
. on the medals of Zfernia in Iuiy, wlmhm
refinement and elegance of Grecian art.® '
diurnal fun, mounting in his chariot; and aﬁ the |
head, with the fame cap on, and the fame i
but with the youthful features and elegant s _
ufually attributed to Mercury, who, as well as Vi
God of Artand Mechanifm ; and whofe peculiar
to condu the fouls of the deceafed to their eternal r
whence came the epithet Acaxrol, applied to him b
= was, therefore, in this refped, the fame as the H

! Eurip, Hecuba, 2 Mallet, Introd. d P Hift, de Dai
* "Emrra eme @nfas, v. 535. 4 Plate x. Fig,
5 See Plate x. Fig. 6, from one belonging to me,







- mmmmmm his hud.wm Vi
to be Apollo. This I take to be the figus
‘refinement of art (and more was never ft
reprefented the Apollo Didymeus, or union g
deftructive powers of both fexes in one body.
| As fire was the primary effence of the a&ive or m
creation and generation, fo was water of the
_'apiaimfaya,thuthegoddeﬁwar&:ppedgt-

:&mw&thm epiwing - and. /o
‘humidity!  Plutarch defcnbeshernmly in the {

* Mallet, Introd. & I"Hifl. de Dm‘:.
* See Ionian Antig. vol, i. c. 3, Pl 1x,

* See Plate x. Fig. 7, from one belonging to me, Simhzm
of mofl of the Seleucida, * De Bella Parthico, 5







mpfiudie;mfontmuf
enormous fize we may conclude
ww&ampofomofm

‘days, in order to have a more
the deity, while praying for the profperity
relates, dm?mle\my Phﬂnddphu;hnd:f.

carried in proceffion at Alexandria,® of wh
have faid—

is naturam
&foutmmi’ol. quot ad s curruat,
Conceptura globos, ettehnﬂ‘utnm&,
Ernpmmﬂ'um motura mh:umm

whxth he was fuppofed to have 1mpregn¢ted the h
and the waters, Within the temple were many
men with thefe organs difproportionably ltrge.
angels or attendants of the goddefs, who acted as her

* Plutarch, in Lucullo, * Lucian, de Dea Syrid.




OF PRIAPUS. 85

creation in peopling and fruétifying the earth. The ftatue of the
goddefs herfelf was in the fan&tuary of the temple; and near it
was the ftatue of the creator, whom the author calls Jupiter, as he
does the goddefs, Juno; by which he only means that they were
the fupreme deities of the country where worfhipped. She was
borne by lions, and he by bulls, to fhow that nature, the paffive
producive power of matter, was fuftained by anterior deftruction,
whilft the ztherial {pirit, or a&ive produ&ive power, was fuftained
by his own ftrength only, of which the bulls were fymbols." Be-
tween both was a third figure, with a dove on his head, which fome
thought to be Bacchus.! This was the Holy Spirit, the firft-
begotten love, or plaftic nature, (of which the dove was the image
when it really deigned to defcend upon man,’) proceeding from,
and confubftantial with botk; for all three were but perfonifications
of one. The dove, or fome fowl like it, appears on the medals of
Gortyna in Crete, acing the fame part with Diétynna, the Cretan
Diana, as the fwan is ufually reprefented acting with Leda.* This
compofition has nearly the fame fignification as that before defcribed
of the bull in the lap of Ceres, Diana being equally a perfonification
of the produ&ive power of the earth. It may feem extraordinary,
that after this adventure with the dove, fthe fhould ftill remain a
virgin ; but myfteries of this kind are to be found in all religions.
Juno is faid to have renewed her virginity every year by bathing
in a certain fountain;® a miracle which I believe even modern
legends cannot parallel.

1 The aétive and paffive powers of creation are called male and female by the
Ammonian Platonics. See Proclus in Theol. Platon. lib. i. c. 28.

2 Lucian, de Dea Syrid. 3 Matth, ch. iii. ver, 17.

4 See Plate m. Fig. 5. Ka\sou 8e Tyv Aprepww Opaxes Bevdeiav, Kpnres 8¢
Awcrvvvav, Paleph. de Inered. Tab. xxx1. Seealfo Diodor. Sic. lib. v. & Euripid.

Hippol. v. 145.
5 Paufan, lib. ii, ¢, 38.
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remarkable embl:m of the deity, which diftinguifhes al;

1 Exek. ch. i, ver. 10, with Lowth’s Com.
2 Exod. ch. xxv. ver. 22.
3 Spencer de Leg. Ritual Vet, Hebraeor. lib. iii. differt. 5.
4 Sec Le Bruyn, Poyage en Perfe, Planche cxxiii.
& See Le Bruyn and Niebuhr,
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2 See Plate xx. Fig, 2, from one of Melita, belonging to me.
3 See Le Bruyn, Planche cxxi. 9
4 As thofe on Figures defcribed by Ezekiel were. See c. i. v. 11.
5 See Plate xx, Fig. 2, engraved from one belonging to me.

8 See Plate 1x. Fig. 9,engr-ndfmmth=onpaﬂmdli,m ¢
7 See Plate xix. Fig. 1, from Pignorius. .
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' Cleric. Comm, in 2 Reg. c. i. ver. 2.
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occur, varioufly expreflfed as they were varioufly underftood, and
oftentimes merely preferved without being underftood at all; the
ancient reverence being continued to the fymbols, when their
meaning was wholly forgotten. The Aypofatical divifion and
effential unity of the deity is one of the moft remarkable parts of
this fyftem,and the fartheft removed from common fenfe and reafon ;
and yet this is perfectly reafonable and confiftent, if confidered
together with the reft of it : for the emanations and perfonifications
were only figurative abftractions of particular modes of action and
exiftence, of which the primary caufe and original effence ftill con-
tinued one and the fame.

The three hypoftafes being thus only one being, each hypoftafis
is occafionally taken for all; as is the cafe in the paffage of
Apuleius before cited, where Ifis defcribes herfelf as the univerfal
deity. In this character fhe is reprefented by a fmall bafaltine
figure, of Egyptian fculpture, at Strawberry Hill, which is covered
over with fymbols of various kinds from top to bottom.! That of
the bull is placed loweft, to fhow that the firength or power of the
creator is the foundation and fupport of every other attribute.
On her head are towers, to denote the earth; and round her neck
is hung a crab-fith, which, from its power of fpontaneoufly de-
taching from its body, and naturally reproducing, any limbs that
are hurt or mutilated, became the fymbol of the produétive power
of the waters; in which fenfe it appears on great numbers of
ancient medals of various cities.® The nutritive power is fignified

' A print of one exaétly the fame is publifhed by Montfaucon, Antig. expliy.
vol. i. Plate xcnr. Fig. 1. .

2 See thofe of Agrigentum, Himera, and Cyrene. On a {mall one of the firft-
mentioned city, belonging to me, a crofs, the abbreviated {ymbol of the male powers
of generation, approaches the mouth of the crab, while the cornucopia iflues from it
(fee Plate xx. Fig. 3): the one reprefents the caufe, and the other the effe&, of
fertilization.
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ey ICHARD PAYNEKNIGHT haswrittenwithgreat

2L# learning on the origin and hiftory of the worfhip of
4":)\- Priapus among the ancients. This worfhip, which
?:: ‘Q was but a part of that of the generative powers,
M= appears to have been the moft ancient of the fuper-
ftitions of the human race,! has prevailed more or lefs among
all known peoples before the introduction of Chriftianity, and,
fingularly enough, fo deeply it feems to have been implanted in
human nature, that even the promulgation of the Gofpel did not
abolifh it, for it continued to exift, accepted and often encouraged

by the medieval clergy. The occafion of Payne Knight's work

1 There appears to be a chance of this worfhip being claimed for a very early
period in the hiftory of the human race. It has been recently flated in the << Moni-
teur,’” that, in the province of Venice, in Italy, excavations in a bone-cave have
brought to light, beneath ten feet of ftalagmite, bones of animals, moftly poft-
tertiary, of the ufual defcription found in fuch places, flint implements, with a needle
of bone having an eye and point, and a plate of an argillaceous compound, en which
was fcratched a rude drawing of a phallus.— Moniteur, Jan. 1865.
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to have been a name fometimes given in Anglo-Saxon to Frea him-
felf; in a charter of the date of g 59, printed in Kemble's Codex Diplo-
maticus, one of the marks on a boundary-line of land is Frigedeges-
Tréow, meaning apparently Frea's tree, which was probably a tree
dedicated to that god, and the {cene of Priapic rites. There is a
place called Fridaythorpe in Yorkfhire, and Frifton,a name which
occurs in feveral parts of England, means, probably, the ftone of
Frea or of Friga; and we feem juftified in fuppofing that this and
other names commencing with the {yllable Fri or Fry, are fo many

-monuments of the exiftence of the phallic worfhip among our
Anglo-Saxon forefathers. Two cuftoms cherifhed among our old
Englifh popular fuperftitions are believed to have been derived
from this worfhip, the need-fires, and the proceflion of the boar’s
head at the Chriftmas feftivities. The former were fires kindled at
the period of the fummer folftice, and were certainly in their origin
religious obfervances. The boar was intimately conneéted with
the worfhip of Frea.!

From our want of a more intimate knowledge of this partof Teu-
tonic paganifm,we are unable to decide whether fome of the fuperfti-
tious practices of the middle ages were derived from the Romans or
from the peopleswhoeftablifhed themf{elves in the provinces after the
overthrow of the weftern empire; but in Italy and in Gaul (the
fouthern parts efpecially), where the Roman inftitutions and fenti-
ments continued with more perfiftence to hold their influence, it
was the phallic worfhip of the Romans which, gradually modified
in its forms, was thus preferved, and, though the records of fuch a
worfhip are naturally accidental and imperfe, yet we can diftinétly
trace its exiftence to a very late period. Thus, we have clear evi- |
dence that the phallus, in its fimple form, was worfhipped by
the medieval Chriftians, and that the forms of Chriftian prayer

! See Grimm's Deutiche Mythologie, p. 139, firft edition.
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a protection againft enchantments of all kinds, of which the people
of thofe times lived in conftant terror, and this protection extended
over the place and over thofe who frequented it, provided they caft
a confiding look upon the image. Such images were feen, ufually
upon the portals, on the cathedral church of Touloufe, on more
than one church in Bourdeaux, and on various other churches in
France, but, at thetime of the revolution, they were often deftroyed
as marks only of the depravity of the clergy. Dulaure tells us that
an artift, whom he knew, but whofe name he has not given, had
made drawings of a number of thefe figures which he had met with
in fuch fituations.! A Chriftian faint exercifed fome of the qualities
thus deputed to Priapus; the image of St. Nicholas was ufually
painted in a confpicuous pofition in the church, for it was believed
that whoever had looked upon it was protected againft enchant-
ments, and efpecially againft that great ob_;eét of popular terror the
evil eye, during the reft of the day.

It is a fingular fa&t that in Ireland it was the female organ which
was fhown in this pofition of protector upon the churches, and the
elaborate though rude manner in which thefe figures were fculp-
tured, fhow that they were confidered as objefts of great im-
portance. They reprefented a female expofing herfelf to view in
the moft unequivocal manner,and are carved onablock whichappears
to have ferved as the key-ftone to the arch of the door-way of the
church, where they were prefented to the gaze of all who entered.
They appear to have been found principally in the very old
churches, and have been moftly taken down, fo that they are only
found among the ruins. People have given them the name of

1 He adds in a note : — #¢ Les deffins de cet artifte, deftinés a 1’Académie des
Belles Lettres, font paflés, on ne {ait comment, entre les mains d’un particulier qui en
prive le public.””—]. A. Dulxurl:. Hifloire de différens Cuites, tom. ii. p. 251,
8vo. 1825,
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fpot where the Shelah-na-Gig was found, there is an abandoned -

churchyard, feparated from the Old Town field only by a loofe
_ ftone wall.

The belief in the falnm-y power of this image appears to be a
fuperftition of great antiquity, and to exift ftill among all peoples -
who have not reached a certain degree of civilization. The univer-
fality of this fuperftition leads us to think that Herodotus may
have erred in the explanation he has g:ven of certain rather re-
markable monuments of a remote antiquity. He tells us that
Sefoftris, king of Egypt, raifed columns in fome of the countries
he conquered, on which he caufed to be figured the female organ of
generation as a mark of contempt for thofe who had fubmitted
eafily.! May not thefe columns have been intended, if we knew
the truth, as protections for the people of the diftri& in which
they ftood, and placed in the pofition where they could moft con-
veniently be feen ?  This fuperftitious fentiment may alfo offer the
true explanation of an incident which is faid to have been repre-
fented in the myfteries of Eleufis. Ceres, wandering over
the earth in fearch of her daughter Proferpine, and overcone
with grief for her lofs, arrived at the hut of an Athenian peafant
woman named Baubo, who received her hofpitably, and offered her
to drink the refrefhing mixture which the Greeks call Cyceon
(kvweav). The goddefs rejected the offered kindnefs, and refufed

I Herodotus, Euterpe, cap. 10z. Diodorus Siculus adds to the account given by
Herodotus, that Sefoftris also erefted columns bearing the male generative organ as
a compliment to the peoples who had defended themfelves bravely.
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plate! Several figures of a fimilar defcription, but reprefenting
the fubjet in a more matter-of-fact fhape, were brought from
Egypt by a Frenchman who held an official fituation in that
country, and three of them are now in a private colle&ion in
London. We have engraved one of thefe fmall bronzes,* which,
as will be feen, prefents an exact counterpart of the Shelah-na-Gig.
Thefe Egyptain images belonged no doubt to the Roman period.
Another fimilar figure,® made of lead, and appﬁrently medizval,
was found at Avignon, and is preferved in the fame private col-
lection juft alluded to; and a third,' was dug up, about ten years
ago, at Kingfton-on-Thames. The form of thefe ftatuettes feems
to fhow that they were intended as portable images, for the fame
purpofe as the Shelahs, which people might have ready at hand to
look upon for protection whenever they were under fear of the in-
fluence of the evil eye, or of any other fort of enchantment.

We have not as yet any clear evidence of the exiftence of the
Shelah-na-Gig in churches out of Ireland. We have been informed
that an example has been found in one of the little churches on
the coaft of Devon; and there are curious fculptures, which ap-
pear to be of the fame character, among the architectural orna-
mentation of the very early church of San Fedele at Como in
Italy. Three of thefe are engraved in our plate xxx11. On the
top of the right hand jamb of the door’ is a naked male figure,
and in the fame pofition on the other fide a female,’ which are
defcribed to us as reprefenting Adam and Eve, and our informant,
to whom we owe the drawings, defcribes that at the apex™ merely
as “the figure of a woman holding her legs apart.”” We under-
ftand that the furface of the ftone in thefe fculptures is fo much

! Plate xxx1, Figs. 1, 2, 3. 2 Plate xxx1, Fig, 4.
3 Plate xxx1, Fig. 3. 4 Plate xxxvi, Fig. 4.
5 Plate xxxu, Fig. 1. § Plate xxxu, Fig. z.

7 Plate xxxn, Fig. 3.
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a bas-relief in marble, an engraving of which is given in the Mu/ée
Secret of the antiquities of Herculaneum and Pompeii ; its objec
was to conciliate the favour of the god, and to avert fterility.
It is defcribed by the early Chriftian writers, fuch as La&antius and
Arnobius, as a very common practice among the Romans; and it
ftill prevails to a great extent over moft part of the Eaft, from India
to Japan and the iflands of the Pacific. In a public fquare in
Batavia, there is a cannon taken from the natives and placed there
as a trophy by the Dutch government. It prefents the peculiarity
that the touch-hole is made on a phallic hand, the thumb placed in
the pofition which is called the “fig,” and which we fhall have to
defcribe a little further on. At night, the fterile Malay women go
to this cannon and fit upon the thumb, and rub their parts with it
to produce fruitfulnefs. When leaving, they make an offering of
a bouquet of flowers to the “fig.”” It is always the fame idea of
reverence to the fertilizing powers of nature, of which the garland
or the bunch of flowers was an appropriate emblem. There are
traces of the exiftence of this practice in the middle ages. In the
cafe of fome of the'priapic faints mentioned above, women fought
a remedy for barrennefs by kifing the end of the phallus;
fometimes they appear to have placed a part of their body naked
againft the image of the faint, or to have fat upon it. This latter
trait was perhaps too bold an adoption of the indecencies of pagan
worfhip to laft long, or to be practiced openly; but it appears to
have been more innocently reprefented by lying upon the body of
the faint, or fitting upon a ftone, underftood to reprefent him
without the prefence of the energetic member. In a corner in
the church of the village of St. Fiacre, near Mouceaux in France,
there is a ftone called the chair of St. Fiacre, which confers fe-
cundity upon women who fit upon it; but it is neceffary that
nothing fhould intervene between their bare fkin and the ftone.
In the church of Orcival in Auvergne, there was a pillar which
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barren women kiffed for the fame purpofe, and which had perhaps
replaced fome lefs equivocal objeét.! Traditions, at leaft, of
fimilar practices were conneéted with St. Foutin, for it appears
to have been the cuftom for girls on the point of marriage to
offer their laft maiden robe to that faint. This fuperftition
prevailed to fuch an extent that it became proverbial. A ftory
is told of a young bride who, on the wedding night, fought
to deceive her hufband on the queftion of her previous chaftity,
although, as the writer exprefles it, “fhe had long ago de-
pofited the robe of her virginity on the altar of St. Foutin.”
From this form of fuperftition is faid to havearifen a vice which is |
underftood to prevail efpecially in nunneries—the ufe by women of
artificial phalli, which appears in its origin to have been a religious |
ceremony. It certainly exifted at a very remote period, for it is
diftinétly alluded to in the Scriptures,® where it is evidently con-
fidered as a part of pagan worfhip. It is found at an early period
of the middle ages, defcribed in the Ecclefiaftical Penitentials, with
its appropriate amount of penitence. One of thefe penitential
canons of the eighth century fpeaks of “a woman who, by herfelf
or with the help of another woman, commits uncleannefs,” for
which fhe was to do penance forthree years, one on bread and water;
and if this uncleannefs were committed with a nun, the penance
was increafed to feven years, two only on bread and water.!

! Dulaure relates that one day a villager’s wife entering this church, and finding
only a burly canon in it, atked him earnestly, ¢ Where is the pillar which makes
women fruitful 2** < I,”” faid the canon, <1 am the pillar.”

2 ««Sponfa quzdam ruflica quz jam in finu Divi Futini virginitatis fuz pratextam
depofuerat.”® Facetie Facetiarum, p. 277. Thefes inaugurales de Virginibus.

3 Ezekiel, xv1, 17. Within a few years there has been a confiderable manufaéture
of thefe objeéts in Paris, and it was underftood that they were chiefly exported to Italy,
where they were fold in the nunneries, _

4 Mulier qualicumque molimine aut per feipfan aut cum altera fornicans . tres
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Priapus was, down to a comparatively modern period, its patmn

faint, under the name of Ters, a word the derivation of which ap-

pears to be unknown, but which was identical in meaning with the
Greek phallus and the Latin fafcinum. Jahn Goropius Becan, who
publifhed a learned treatife on the antiquities of Antwerp in the
middleof the fixteenth century, informs us how much this Ters was
reverenced in his timeby the Antwerpians, efpecially by the women,
who invoked it on every occafion when they were taken by fur-
prife or fudden fear* He ftates that “if they let fall by accident a
veflel of earthenware, or fftumbled, or if any unexpected accident
caufed them vexation, even themoft refpectablewomen called aloud

annos peeniteat, unum ex his pane ¢t aqua. Cum fan&imoniali per machinam
fornicans, annos feptem peeniteat, duos ex his in pane et aqua. Colleftio Antigu.
Canon. Panit. ap. Martene et Durand, Thefaurus Anecdotorum, iv, §z.

1 Mulier qualicumque molimine aut {eipfam polluens, aut cum altera fornicans
quatuor annos. San&imonialis femina cum fan&timoniali per machinamentum pol-
luta, feptem annos. MS. Panitent. quoted in Ducange, fub. v. Mackinamentum.

2 Fecifti quod quaedam mulieres facere folent, ut faceres quoddam molimen aut
machinameritum in modum virilis membri, ad menfuram tue voluntatis, et illud
loco verendorum tuorum, aut alterius, cum aliquibus ligaturis colligares, et fornica-
tionem faceres cum aliis muhlenulh, vq:_ aliz eodem inﬂmma;m ﬂf\w u;I‘io tecum ?
Si feciili, annos egitimas ferias peeniteas eci umdam
mulieres fz’;q?:lmt, ut jam fupradiéto mo}mf::h vel alio aliquo maghmmznlo, tu
ipfa in te folam faceres fornicationem ? Si fecifti, unum annum per legitimas ferias
peniteas. Burchardi Panit. lib. xix, p. 277, 8vo. ed. 'The holy bifhop appears
to have been very intmutely acquainted with the whole proceeding,

3 Johannis Goropii Becani Origines Antsverpiana, 1569, lib. i, pp. 26, 101.
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by the Romans, as we learn from the firft lines of an epigram of
Martial : —
¢ Rideto multum, qui te, Sextille, cinedum
Dixerit, et digitum porrigito medium.”’
Martial, Ep. ii, 28.

Neverthelefs, this gefture of the hand was looked upon at an early
period as an amulet againft magical influences, and, formed of
different materials, it was carried on the perfon in the fame manner
as the phallus. It is not an uncommon obje& among Roman an-
tiquities, and was adopted by the Gnoftics as one of their fymbolical
images. The fecond of thefe forms of the phallic hand, the inten-
tion of which is eafily feen (the thumb forming the phallus), was
alfo well known among the Romans, and is found made of various
material, fuch as bronze, coral, lapis lazuli, and chryftal, of a fize
which was evidently intended to be fufpended to the neck or to
fome other part of the perfon. In the Mufée Secret at Naples,
there are examples of fuch amulets, in the fhape of two arms joined
at the elbow, one terminating in the head of a phallus, the other
having a hand arranged in the form juft defcribed, which feem to
have been intended for pendents to ladies’ ears. This gefture of
the hand appears to have been called at a later period of Latin,
though we have no knowledge of the date at which this ufe of the
word began, fieus, a fig. Ficus being a word in the feminine gen-
der, appears to have fallen in the popular language into the more
common form of feminine nouns, fica, out of which arofe the Italian
Jica (now replaced by fico), the Spanifth Aiga, and the French figue.
Florio, who gives the word fica, a fig, fays that it was alfo ufed in the
fenfe of “a woman'’s quaint,” fo that it may perhaps be claffed with
one or two other fruits, fuch as the pomegranate and the apricot,
to which a fimilar erotic meaning was given.! The form, under

1 See before, p. 136. Among the Romans, the fig was confidered as a fruir
confecrated to Priapus, on account, it is faid, of its produttivenefs,
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affumed by the demon at the fabbath of the witches, of which we
fhall have to fpeak a little further on. The Romifth Church created

great confufion in all thefe popular fuperftitions by confidering the
mythic perfons with whom they were connected as fo many devils;
and one of thefe Priapic demons is figured in a cut which feems to
have been a favourite one, and is often repeated as an illuftration
of the broadfide ballads of the age of James I. and Charles I1.' Itis
Priapus reduced to his loweft ftep of degradation.

Befides the invocations addrefled individually to Priapus, or to
the generative powers, the ancients had eftablished great feftivals
in their honour, which were remarkable for their licentious gaiety,
and in which the image of the phallus was carried openly and in
triumph. Thefe feftivities were efpecially celebrated among the
rural population, and they were held chiefly during the fummer
months. The preparatory labours of the agriculturift were over,
and people had leifure to welcome with joyfulnefs the adivity of
nature’s reproduéive powers, which was in due time to bring their
fruits. Among the moft celebrated of thefe feftivals were the
Liberalia, which were held on the 17th of March. A monftrous
phallus was carried in proceffion in a car, and its worfhippers
indulged loudly and openly in obfcene fongs, converfation, and
attitudes, and when it halted, the moft refpe@able of the matrons
ceremoniously crowned the head of the phallus with a garland.
The Bacchanalia, reprefenting the Dionyfia of the Greeks, were
celebrated in the latter part of O&ober, when the harveft was

completed, and were attended with much the fame ceremonies as

the Liberalia. The phallus was fimilarly carried in proceffion, and
crowned, and, as in the Liberalia, the feftivities being carried on
into the night, as the celebrators became heated with wine, they
degenerated into the extreme of licentioufnefs, in which people

! Plate xxxvm, Fig. 1. From two black-letter ballads in the Britifh Mufeum,
one entitled, «* A warning for all Lewd Livers,”’ the other, <« A ftrange and true
News from Weftmoreland,”’
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indulged without a blufh in the moft imfamous vices. The feftival
of Venus was celebrated towards the beginning of April, and in it
the phallus was again carried in its car, and led in proceffion by
the Roman ladies to the temple of Venus outfide the Colline gate,
and there prefented by them to the fexual parts of the goddefs.
This part of the fcene is reprefented in a well-known intaglio, which
has been publifhed in feveral works on antiquities. At the clofe
of the month laft mentioned came the Floralia, which, if poflible,
excelled all the others in licence. Aufonius, in whofe time (the
latter half of the fourth century) the Floralia were ftill in full
force, fpeaks of their lafcivioufnefs—
Nec non lafeivi Floralia e theatri,
Quw fpeltare volunt qui voluiffe negant,
Aufonii Eclog, de Feriis Romanis.

Theloofe women of thetown and its neighbourhood, called together
by the founding of horns, mixed with the multitudein perfect naked-
nefs, and excited their paffions with obfcene motions and language,
until the feftival ended ina fcene of mad revelry, in which all
reftraint was laid afide. Juvenal defcribes a Roman dame of very
depraved manners as—

Digniffima prorfus

Florali matrona tuba,
Juvenalis Sar. vi, 1. 249.

Thefe fcenes of unbounded licence and depravity, deeply rooted in
people’s minds by long eftablifhed cuftoms, caufed fo little public
fcandal, that it is related of Cato the younger that, when he was
prefent at the celebration of the Floralia, inftead of fhowing any
difapproval of them, he retired, that his well-known gravity might
be no reftraint upon them, becaufe the multitude manifefted fome
hefitation in ftripping the women naked in the prefence of a man
fo celebrated for his modefty,' The feftivals more fpecially dedi-

1 Catonem, inquam, illum, quo fedente populus negatur permififle fibi poftulare
Florales jocos nudandarum meretricum. Seneca Epiff. xcvii.
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originally accompanied with the fame phallic worfhip which formed
the principal characeriftic of the great Roman feftivals; and, in
fadt, thefe are exactly thofe popular inftitutions and traits of popular
manners which were moft likely to outlive,alfo withoutany material
change, the overthrow of the Roman empire by the barbarians.
Although, at the time when we become intimately acquainted with
thefe feftivals, moft of the prominent marks of their phallic cha-
racter had been abandoned and forgotten, yet we meet during the
interval with fcattered indications which leave no room to doubt of
their former exiftence. It will be interefting to examine into fome
of thefe points, and to fhow the influence they exerted on medievil
fociety.

The firft of the three great feftivals juft mentioned was purely
Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic ; but it appears in the firft place to have
been identified with the Roman Liberalia, and it was further tranf-
formed by the Catholic church into one of the great Chriftian reli-
gious feafts. In the primitive Teutonic mythology there was a
female deity named, in Old German, Offara, and, in Anglo-Saxon,
Eaftre, or Egjfire, but all we know of her is the fimple ftatement of
our father of hiftory, Bede, that her feftival was celebrated by the
ancient Saxons in the month of April, from which circumftance,
that month was named by the Anglo-Saxons Eaffer-monath, or
Egfter-monath, and that the name of the goddefs had been fubfe-
quently given to the Pafchal time, with which it was identical.'
The name of this goddefs was given to the fame month by the old
Germans and by the Franks, fo that the muft have been one of the
moft highly honoured of the Teutonic deities, and her feftval muft

' Antiquiautem Anglorum populi , . . Eofturmonath, qui nunc pafchalis menfis
interpretatur, quondam a dea illorum quae Eoftre vocabatur, et cui in illo fefla cele-
brabant, nomen habuit; a cujus nomine nunc pafchale tempus cognominant, confueto
antiquze oblervationis vocabulo gaudia novee folennitatis vocantes, Bede De Tem-
porum Ratione, cap. xv.

N
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have been a very important one, and deeply implanted in the
popular feelings, or the church would not have fought to identify
it with one of the greateft Chriftian feftivals of the year. It is
underftood that the Romans confidered this month as dedicated
to Venus, no doubt becaufe it was that in which the productive
power of nature began to be vifibly developed. When the Pagan
feftival was adopted by the church, it became a moveable feaft
inftead of being fixed to the month of April. Among other
objeéts offered to the goddefs at this time were cakes, made no
doubt of fine flour, but of their form we are ignorant. The Chrif-
tians, when they feized upon the Eafter feftival, gave them theform of
a bun, which, indeed, was at that time the ordinary form of bread ;
and to protec themfelves, and thofe who eat them, from any enchant-
ment, or other evil influences which might arife from their former
heathen charalter, they marked them with the Chriftian fymbol—
the crofs. Hence werederived thecakes we ftill eat at Eafter under
the name of hot-crofs-buns, and the fuperftitious feelings attached
to them, for multitudes of people ftill believe that if they failed to
eat a hot-crofs-bun on Good-Friday they would be unlucky all
the reft of the year. But there is fome reafon for believing that,
at leaft in fome parts, the Eafter-cakes had originally a different
form— that of the phallus.  Such at leaft appears to have been the
cafe in France, where the cuftom ftill exifts. In Saintonge, in the
neighbourhood of La Rochelle, fmall cakes, baked in the form ofa
phallus, are made as offerings at Eafter, and are carried and pre-
fented from houfe to houfe ; and we havebeeninformed thatfimilar
pra&ices exift in fome other places. When Dulaure wrote, the
feftival of Palm Sunday, in the town of Saintes, was called the fze
des pinnes, pinne being a popular and rather vulgar word for the
membrum virile. At this fite the women and children carried in
the proceffion, at the end of their palm branches, a phallus made of
bread, which they called undifguifedly a pinne, and which, having
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been bleft by the prieft, the women carefully preferved during the
following year as an amulet. A fimilar practice exifted at St. Jean-
d’Angély, where fmall cakes, made in the form of the phallus, and
named fateux, were carried in the proceflion of the Féte-Dieu, or
Corpus Chrifti.! Shortly before the time when Dulaure wrote, this
practice was fupprefled by a new fous-préfet, M. Maillard. The
cuftom of making cakes in the form of the fexual members, male
and female, dates from a remote antiquity and was common among
the Romans. Martial made a phallus of bread (Priapus filigineus)
the fubject of an epigram of two lines :—
Si vis efle fatur, noftrum potes efle priapum :
Iple licet rodas inguina, purus eris,
Martial, lib. xiv, ep. 6g.

The fame writer fpeaks of the image of a female organ made of
the fame material in another of his epigrams, to explain which, it is
only neceffary to ftate that thefe images were compofed of the fineft
wheaten flour (/fi/igo) :—

Pauper amicitiz cum fis, Lupe, non es amice ;
Et queritur de te mentula fola nihil,
Illa filigineis pinguefcit adultera cunnis ;
Convivam pafcit nigra farina toum,
Martial, lib. ix, ep. 3.
This cuftom appears to have been preferved from the Romans
through the middle ages, and may be traced diftin&ly as far back
as the fourteenth or fifteenth century. We are informed that in
{fome of the earlier inedited French books on cookery, receipts are
given for making cakes in thefe obfcene forms, which are named
without any concealment ; and the writer on this fubject, who wrote
in thefixteenth century, Johannes Bruerinus Campegius, defcribing
the different forms in which cakes were then made, enumerates thofe

! Dulaure, Hiffoire Abrégée des Différent Cultes, vol, ii, p. 285, Second Edition.
It was priuted in 1825,
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at other times. The moft fecret pradtices of the old popular fuper-
ftitions are now moftly forgotten, but when, here and there, we
meet with a few traces of them, they are of a chara&er which leads

us to believe that they belonged to a great extent to that fame

worfhip of the generative powers which prevailed f{o generally
among all peoples. We remember that, we believe in one of the
earlier editions of Mother Bunch, maidens who wifhed to know it
their lovers were conftant or not were directed to go out exaétly at
midnight on St. John's eve, to ftrip themfelves entirely naked, and
in that condition to proceed to a plant or fhrub, the name of which
was given, and round it they were to form a circle and dance,
repeating at the fame time certain words which they had been
taught by their inftruétrefs. Having completed this ceremony,
they were to gather leaves of the plant round which they had
danced, which they were to carry home and place under their
pillows, and what they wifhed to know would be revealed to them
in their dreams. We have feen in fome of the medizval treatifes
on the virtue of plants directions for gathering fome plants of efpe-
cial importance, in which it was required that this thould be per-
formed by young girls in a fimilar ftate of complete nakednefs.
Plants and flowers were, indeed, intimately conneéted with this
worfhip. We have feen how conftantly they are introduced in the
form of garlands, and they were always among the offerings to
Priapus. It was the univerfal praétice, in dancing round the fire
on St. John’s eve, to conclude by throwing various kinds of flowers
and plants into it, which were confidered to be propitiatory, to avert
certain evils to which people were liable during the following year.
Among the plants they offered are mentioned mother-wort, vervain,
and violets. It is perhaps to this connecion of plants with the old
priapic worfhip that weowethe popular tendency to give them names
which were more or lefs obfcene, moft of which are now loft, or
are fo far modified as to prefent no longer the fame idea. Thus
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the well-known arum of our hedge-bottoms received the names,
no doubt fuggefted by its form, of cuckoo’s pintle, or prieft’s
pintle, or dog’s pintle; and, in French, thofe of wit de chien and
vit de prefire ; in Englifh it is now abbreviated into cuckoo-pint,
or, fometimes, cuckoo-point. The whole family of the orchides
was diftinguithed by a correfponding word, accompanied with
various qualifications. We have in William Coles's A4dam in Eden,
(fol. 1659) the different names, for different varieties, of doggs-
ftones, fool-ftones, fox-ftones ; in the older Herbal of Gerard (fol.
1597) triple ballockes, fweet ballockes, fweet cods, goat's-ftones,
hare’s-ftones, &c ; in French, cousllon de bouc (the goat was efpe-
cially conneced with the priapic myfteries) and couille, or couillon,
de chien. In French, too, as we learn from Cotgrave and the
herbals, “a kind of fallet hearbe” was called couille a I'évégue; the
greater {tone-crop was named couille au loup; and the {pindle-tree
was known by the name of cousllon de prétre. There are feveral
plants which poffefs fomewhat the appearance of a rough bufh
of hair. One of thefe, a {pecies of adiantum, was known even in
Roman times by the name of Capillus Veneris, and in more modern
times it has been called maiden-hair, and our lady’s hair. Another
plant, the a/plenium trichomanes, was and is alfo called popularly
maiden-hair, or maiden’s-hair ; and we believe that the fame name
has been given to one or two other plants, There is reafon for
believing that the hairimplied in thefe names was that of the pubes.!
We might colle@t a number of other old popular names of plants
of a fimilar character with thefe juft enumerated.

In an old calendar of the Romifh church, which is often quoted

! Fumitory was another of thefe plants, and in a vocabulary of plants in a
MS. of the middle of the thirteenth century, we find its names in Latin, French,
and Englifh given as follows, < Fumus terre, fumeterre, cunteboare.,”' See Wright's
Volume of Vocabularies, p. 17.
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death or madnefs to the perfon who extratted it.  To efcap
anger, the remedy was to tie a ftring round it, whwhw@
attached to a dog, and the latter, being driven away,
the root in its attempt to run off, and experienced the fat
~quences. The root was the important part of the pl
' ?ﬁmnwhat the form of a forked radifh, and was be.lxcwa;
exa@ly the human form below the waift, with, in
male plants, the human organs of generation dlﬂ:mﬁi /
peﬂ. The mandrake, when it could be obtained, was ufed in
ml_ddﬁngaginthepﬂmofthn phallic amulet, and was caref
carried on the perfon, or preferved in the houfe. It conferred
tility in more fenfes than one, for it was believed that as long
you kept it locked up with your money, the latter would b

! Carduus puellarum legitur et ab eifdem centum cruces.
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the clergy had taken advantage of the profit to be derived from the

phallic worhip in other forms. s
'I’helqldna mkmmmsd:hm whleh we havealmd,yd@m

hchafgn it is z!enly t‘ﬁabhﬂwd by ghe epgernefs with whwh 3 : |
obfcene rites were laid to the charge of moft of the medieval ftmt
focieties, whether lay clubs or religious {ecs, and we know that
fecret focieties abounded in the middle ages. However willing the
Romifh clergy were to make profit out of the popular pha,lhcmw :

! aubefnn. -p. 146, and Plate xxxuu,
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fhip, they were equally ready to ufe the belief in it as a means of
exciting prejudice againft any feéts which the church chofe to
regard as religious or political heretics.

It is very evident that, in the earlier ages of the church, the
converfion of the Pagans to Chriftianity was in a vaft number of
cafes lefs than a half-converfion, and that the preachers of the’
gofpel were fatisfied by people affluming the name of Chriftians,
without inquiring too clofely into the fincerity of their change, or
into their practice. We can trace in the expreffions of difapproval
in the writings of fome of the more zealous of the ecclefiaftical
writers, and in the canons of the earlier councils, the alarm created
by the prevalence among Chriftians of the old popular feftivals of
paganifm ; and the revival of thofe particular canons and depreca-
tory remarks in the ecclefiaftical councils and writings of a later
period of the middle ages fhows that the exiftence of the evil had
continued unabated. There was an African council in the year
381, from which Burchardus, who compiled his condenfation of
ecclefiaftical decrees for the ufe of his own time, profefles to derive
his provifions againft “ the feftivals which were held with Pagan
ceremonies.” We are there told that, even on the moft facred
of the Chriftian commemoration days, thefe rites derived from the
Pagans were introduced, and that dancing was praifed in the open
ftreets of fo infamous a character, and accompanied with fuch
lafcivious language and geftures, that the modefty of refpectable
females was fhocked to a degree that prevented their attendance
at the fervice in the churches on thofe days.' It is added that

! Illud etiam petendum, ut quoniam contra precepta divina convivia multis in
locis exercentur, que ab errore gentili attrafta funt, ita ut nunc a paganis ad hzc
celebranda cogantur, ex qua re temporibus Chriftianorum imperatorum perfecutio
altera fieri occulta videatur, vetari talia jubeant, et de civimtiﬁus et pofleflionibus
impofita peena prohiberi, maxime cum etiam in natalibus beatifimorum martyrum
per nonnullas civitates et in ipfis locis facris talia committere non reformident, quibus

.
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as their facrament! A fimilar practice is defcribed as exifting
among women in the middle ages for the purpofe of fecuring the
love of their hufbands, and was perhaps derived from the Gnoftics
and Manicheans, whofe doétrines, brought from the Eaft, appear
to have {pread themfelves extenfively into Weftern Europe.*

Of thefe doérines, however, we have no traces at leaft until
the eleventh century, when a great intellectual agitation began in
Weftern Europe, which brought to the surface of fociety a multi-
tude of ftrange creeds and ftrange theories. The popular worfhip
difplayed in the great annual feftivals, and the equally popular
local fites, urban or rural, were hardly interfered with, or any
fecret focieties belonging to the old worfhip ; the medizval church
did not confider them as herefies, and let them alone. Thus,
except now and then a provifion of fome ecclefiaftical council
exprefled in general terms againft fuperftitions, which was hardly
heard at the time and not liftened to, they are paffed over in filence.
But the moment anything under the name of herefy raifed its head,
the alarm was great. Gnofticifm and Manicheifm, which had
indeed been identical, were the herefies moft hated in the Eaftern
empire, and, as may be fuppofed, moft perfecuted ; and this perfe-
cution was deftined to drive them weftward. In the feventh cen-

1 See details on this fubjeét in Epiphanii Pamarium, ib. Conf. Praxdeflinat
Adverfus Heres., lib, i, ¢, 46, where the fame thing is faid of the Manichzans.

2 Guftatti de femine viri tui, ut, propter tua diabolica falts, plus in amorem
tuum exardefceret? Si fecifti, feptem annos per legitimas ferias peenitere debes.
Burchardi Decretorum lib. xix. The fame praétices appear to have exifted among
the Anglo-Saxons. Thus, one of the cafes in Theodori Liber Penitentialis, (in
Thorpe's dncient Lacwws and Inflitures,) is,—Mulier quae femen viri fui in cibum

miferit, ut inde amoris ejus plus accipiat, vii, annos peeniteat. Theod. Lib, P,
xvi. 30. And again, Mulier quee femen viri cum cibo fuo mifeuerit, etid fumpferit,
ut mafculo carior fit, iii. annos jejunet.  Ecgberti Confz/fisnale, fec. 29. Sprenger,
Malleus Maleficarum, quefl. vii, tells us of witches who made men eat bien auire
chofe to fecure their love.

e
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tury they became modified into a fect which took the name of
Paulicians, it is faid, from an Armenian enthufiaft named Paulus,
and they feem to have ftill further provoked the hatred of the
church by making themfelves, in their own interefts, the advocates
of freedom of thought and of ecclefiaftical reform. " If hiftory be to
be believed, their Chriftian feelings cannot have been very ftrong,
for, unable to refift perfecution within the empire, they retired
into the territory held by the Saracens, and united with the enemies
of the Crofs in making war upon the Chriftian Greeks. Others
fought refuge in the country of the Bulgarians, who had very
generally embraced their doé&rines, which foon fpread thence weft-
ward. In their progrefs through Germany to France they were
known beft as Bulgarians, from the name of the country whence
they came; in their way through Italy they retained their name of
Paulicians, corrupted in the Latin of that period of the middle ages
into Populicani, Poplicani, Publicani, &c ; and, in French, into
Popelican, Poblican, Policien, and various other forms which it is
unneceffary to enumerate. They began to caufe alarm in France
at the beginning of the eleventh century, in the reign of king
Robert, when, under the name of Popelicans, they had eftab-
lifhed themfelves in the diocefe of Orleans, in which city a council
was held againft them in 1022, and thirteen individuals were
condemned to be burnt. The name appears to have lafted into
the thirteenth century, but the name of Bulgarians became
more permanent, and, in its French form of Bolgres, Bougres, or
Bogres, became the popular name for heretics in general. With
thefe herefies, through the more fenfual parts of Gnofticifm and
Manicheifm, there appears to be left hardly room for doubt that
the ancient phallic worfhip, probably fomewhat modified,and under
the fhadow of fecret rites, wasimported into Weftern Europe ; for,
if we make allowance for the willing exaggerations of religious
hatred, and confequent popular prejudice, the general conviétion



m, and this oommmzy mmnily miplica th_e
diftinctive affinities. One of the writers againft
‘heretics affures us that there were “ many profefled Chrif
men and women, who feared no more to go to their fifter
or daughter, or brother, or nephew or niece, or kin or

than to their own wife or hufband.” They were accufed,
this, of indul.g: “in unnatural vices, and this charge
generally believed, that the name of Bulgarus, or heretic,
equivalent with Sodomite, and hence came the modern F
word bougre, and its Englifh reprefentatives.

In the courfe of the eleventh century the feGarians app
Italy under the name of Patarini, Paterini, or Patrini, which i
to have been taken from an old quarter of the city of Milan
Pataria, in which they firft held their affemblies. A contem
Englifhman, Walter Mapes, gives us a fingular account
Paterini and their fecret rites. ‘Some apoftates from this
he tells us, had related that, at the firft watch of night,
met in their fynagogues, clofed carefully the doors and wi
and waited in filence, until a black cat of extraordinary
defcended among them by a rope, and that, as foon as they

! Et hac eft caufa quare multi credentes, tam viri quam mulieres, non
magis ad fororem fuam, et filium five filiam, frarem, neptem, confanguineam,
Waldenfes, in Gretlerus, Scriptores contra Sellam Waldenfium, Gretferi Opera,
h tom. xii, p. 33. -
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burnt the young woman in her place.! It was the belief of moft of
the old feés of this clafs, as well as of the more ancient Pagans
from whom they were derived, that thofe who were fully initiated
into their moft fecret myfteries became endowed with powers and
faculties above thofe poffeflfed by ordinary individuals. A lift of
the errors of the Waldenfes, printed in the Religuie Antigue, from
an Englith manufcript, enumerates among them that they met
to indulge in promifcuous fexual intercourfe, and held perverfe
doérines in accordance with it; that, in fome parts, the devil
appeared to them in the form of a cat, and that each kiffed him
under the tail ; and that in other parts they rode to the place of
meeting upon a ftaff anointed with a certain unguent, and were
conveyed thither in a moment of time. The writer adds that,
in the parts where he lived, thefe practices had not been known
to exift for a long time.?

Our old chroniclers exult over the fmall fuccefs which attended
the efforts of thefe heretics from France and the South to introduce
themfelves into our ifland.® Thefe feé&s, with fecret and obfcene

! Radulphus Cogefhalenfis, in the Amplijims Colleitio of Martene and Durand.
On the offences with which the different fe&ts comprifed under the name of Wal-
denfes were charged, fee Gretler's Scriprores contra Selam Waldemfizm, which will
be found in the twelfth volume of his works, Bonacurfus, Vite Heereticoram, in the
firt volume of D'Achery’s Spicilegium, and the work of a Carthufian monk in
Martene and Durand, Amplifima Colleiie, vol. vi, col. 57 et feq.

2 Wright and Halliwell, Religuie dntigue, vol. i, p. 247.

Item, habent inter {e mixtum abominabile, et perverfa dogmata ad hoc apta, fed

non reperitur quod sbutantur in partibus iftis a multis temporibus.

Item, in aliquibus aliis partibus apparet cis dzemon fub fpecic et figura cati, quem
fob cauda figillatim ofculantur,

Item, in aliis partibus fuper unum baculum certo unguento perunftum equitant,
et ad loca affignata ubi voluerint congregantur in momento dum volunt. Sed
ifta in iftis partibus non inveniuntur,

3 See, for example, Guil. Neubrigenfis, De Rebas Angliis, lib. ii, c. 13, and

Walter Mupes, d¢ Nugts Curialiam, p. 62.
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Whatever degree of truth there may have been in this ftory, it
muft have been greatly exaggerated; but the convi&ion of the
exiftence of fecret focieties of this character during the middle ages
appears to have been fo ftrong and so generally held, that we
muft hefitate in rejecting it. Perhaps we may take the leaden
tokens already defcribed, and reprefented in one of our plates,' as
evidence of the exiftence of fuch focieties, for thefe curious objects
appear to admit of no other fatisfattory explanation than that of
having been in ufe in fecret clubs of a very impure character.

It has been already remarked that people foon feized upon accu-
fations of this kind as excufes for perfecution, religious and poli-
tical, and we meet with a curious example in the earlier half of the
thirteenth century. The diftri¢t of Steding, in the north of Ger-
many, now known as Oldenburg, was at the beginning of the
thirteenth century inhabited by a people who lived in fturdy inde-
pendence, but the archbifhops of Bremen feem to have claimed
fome fort of feudal fuperiority over them, which they refifted by
force. The archbifhop, in revenge, declared them heretics, and
proclaimed a crufade againft them. Crufades againft heretics were
then in fathion, for it was juft at the time of the great war againft
the Albigeois. The Stedingers maintained theirindependence fuc-
cefsfully for fome years. In 1232 and 1233, the pope iffued two

piebat, fine peccati refpeftu et utrum mater aut foror aut monacha haberetur, pro
fandtitate ac religione ejus concubitus ab illis 2ftimabatur.  Ex quo fpurcifimo concu-
bitu infans generatus oftava die in medio eorum copiofo igne accenfo piabatur per
ignem, more antiquorum paganorum, et fic in igne cremabatur, Cujus cinis tanta
veneratione colligebatur atque cuftodiebatur, ut Chriftiana religiofitas corpus Chrifti

cuflodiri folet, @gris dandum de hoc feculo exituris ad viaticum. Inerat enim tanta
vis diabolica fraudis in ipfo cinere, ut quicumquede praefata heerefi imbutus fuiffet, et
de eodem cinere quamvis sumendo parum praelibaviffet, vix unquam poftea de cadem
herefi greflum mentis ad viam veritatis dirigere valeret. Guérard, Cartuluire de
¢ Abbaye de Saint-Pére de Chartres, vol. i, p, 112,

! See before, p. 146, and Plate xxxiii.
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which ferved for their pr
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univerfally red, and are defcribed in terms which
Mﬂws@uﬁmﬁw&&lw that we can hardly a
difbelievein them. The denial was to berepeated thrice,no doubti
imitation of St. Peter. Itappears to have been confidered asa trial
the ftrength of the obedience they had just fworn to the ord
they all pleaded that they had obeyed with reluétance, that they
denied with the mouth but not with the heart ; and that they h:
intentionally fpit befide the crofs and not uponit. In oneir
the crofs was of filver, but it was more commonly of brafs, and
more frequently of wood ; on one occafion the crofs painted in a
mxﬂ'almufed,and&emuéﬂn th:mmplar'smantlc aﬁ:enﬁwgl

Y Procés des Templiers, eﬂi&ltyl( Mel:t,vol i, pp. 90-92.
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with a very fierce-looking face and a beard, the latter fometimes
white. Different witneffes varied as to the material of which it was
made, and, indeed, in various other particulars, which lead us to
fuppofe that each houfe of the templars, where the idol exifted, had
its own head, and that they varied in form. They agreed generally
that this head was an objec of worfhip. One templar depofed that
he was prefent at a chapter of the order in Paris, when the head
was brought in, but he was unable to defcribe it at all, for, when
he faw it, he was fo ftruck with terror that he hardly knew where
hewas.! Another, Ralph de Gyfi, who held the office of receptor
for the province of Champagne, faid that he had feen the head in
many chapters; that, when it was introduced, all prefent threw
themfelves on the ground and adered it: and when afked to de-
fcribe it, he faid, on his oath, that its countenance was fo terrible,
that it feemed to him to be the figure of a demon—ufing the French
word un maufé, and that as often as he faw it, fo great a fear took
poffeflion of him, that he could hardly look upon it without fear
and trembling.? Jean Taylafer faid that, at his reception into the
order, his attention was dire@ed to a head upon the altar in the
chapel, which he was told he muft worfhip; he defcribed it as of
the natural fize of a man’s head, but could not defcribe it more
particularly, except that he thought it was of a reddith colour.’
Raynerus de Larchent faw the head twice in a chapter, efpecially
once in Paris, where it had a beard, and they adored and kiffed it,

1 Ipfe teflis, vifo difto capite, fuit adeo perterritus quod quali nefciret ubi effet.
Procés, i, 399.

2 Interrogatus cujus figure eft, dixit per juramentum fuum quod ita eft terribilis
figurz et afpeftus quod videbatur fibi quod effet figura cujufdam demonis, dicens
Gallice d'un maufé, et quod quocienfcunque videbat eum tantus timor eum invade-
bat, quod vix poterat illud refpicere nifi cum maximo timore et tremore. Procés,
ii, 364.

3 Procés, i, 190,
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cafe, until after the arreft of the order, when, hearing all that
faid on the matter, he “fufpedted” dnutmthe:éal
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~ look, and a filver beard.* It does not appear very clear wh;
'moukhkaveukeu a head with two fnm, a fierce look, and a

1 %odmm etvmﬁmtomrum Procés, ii, zn.
" Ema;tmmm; et ipfe fingebat ﬂludadnm fed n
corde, ut dixit.  Procés, ii, 300.

3 Procés, ii, 365

4 Videtar fibi quod haberet duas facies, et quod effec terribilis afpe@tu, nm
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for one of the eleven thoufand virgins, but this is, perhaps, partly
explained by the depofition of another witnefs, Guillaume Pidoye,
who had the charge of the relics, &c, belonging to the Temple in
Paris, and who produced a head of filver gilt, having a woman’s
face, and a fmall fkull, refembling that of a woman, infide, which
was faid to be that of one of the eleven thoufand virgins. At the
fame time another head was brought forward, having a beard, and
fuppofed to be that of the idol.! Both thefe witnefles had no
doubt confounded two things. Pierre Garald, of Murfac, another
witnefs, faid that after he had denied Chrift and fpittenon the crofs,
the receptor drew from his bofom a certain fmall image of brafs or
gold, which appeared to reprefent the figure of a woman, and told
him that “ he muft believe in it, and have faith in it, and that
it would be well for him.”® Here the idol appears in the form of
a ftatuette. There was alfo another account of the idol, which
perhaps refers to fome further obje& of fuperftition among the
templars. According to one deponent, it wasan old fkinembalmed,
with bright carbuncles for eyes, which fhone like the light of
heaven. Others faid that it was the fkin of a man, but agreed with
the others in regard to the carbuncles.” In England a minorite
friar depofed that an Englifh knight of the Temple had affured
him that the templars had four principal idols in this country, one
in the facrifty of the Temple in London, another at Briftelham, a
third at Brueria (Bruern in Lincolnfhire), and the fourth at fome
place beyond the Humber.*

v Proces, ii, 218.

? Item, dixit quod poft pradifta diftus receptor, extrahens de finu fuo quamdam
parvam imaginem de leone (apparemtly a mifreading) vel de auro, qua videbatur
habere effigiem muliebrem, dixit ei quod crederet in eam, et haberet in ea fiduciam,
et bene fibi effet.  Procés, ii, 212.

3 Du Puy, Hiff. des Templ., pp. 22, 24.

4 Wilkins, Concil, vol. 1i, p. 363.
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Von Hammer has defcribed, and given engravings of, twenty-
four such images, which it muft be acknowledged anfwer very well
to the defcriptions of their “idol ” given by the templars in their
examinations, exceptonly that the templars ufually fpeak of them as
of the fize of life, and as being merely heads. Moft of them have
beards, and tolerably fierce countenances. Among thofe given by
Von Hammer are feven which prefent only a head, and two with
two faces, backwards and forwards, as defcribed in fome of the de-
pofitions. Thefe two appear to be intended for female heads.
Altogether Von Hammer has defcribed fifteen cups and goblets,
but a much fmaller number of coffers. Both cupsand coffers are
ornamented with extremely curious figures, reprefenting a continu-
ous {cene, apparently religious ceremonies of fome kind or other,
but certainly of an obfcene character, all the perfons engaged in
which are reprefented naked. It is not a part of our fubjeit to
enter into a detailed examination of thefe myfteries. The moft in-
terefting of the coffers defcribed by Von Hammer, which was pre-
ferved in the private mufeum of the duc de Blacas, is of calcarous
ftone, nine inches long by feven broad, and four and a half deep,
with a lid about two inches thick. It was found in Burgundy.
On the lid is fculptured a figure, naked, with a head-drefs refemb-
ling that given to Cybelein ancient monuments, holding up achain
with each hand, and furrounded with various fymbols, the fun and
moon above, the ftar and the pentacle below, and under the feeta
human fkull.' The chains are explained by Von Hammer as repre-
fenting the chains of ®ons of the Gnoftics. On the four fides of
the coffer we fee a feries of figures engaged in the performance of
various ceremonies, which are not eafily explained, but which Von
Hammer confiders as belonging to the rites of the Gnoftics and
Ophians. The offering of a calf figures prominently among thefe

1 8ee our plate xxxviii.
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in its various details all the incidents of thofe great and licentious
orgies of the Romans were reproduced. The Sabbath of the |
witches does not appear to have formed a part of the Teutonic
mythology, but we can trace it from the South through the coun-
tries in which the Roman element of f{ociety predominated. The
incidents of the Sabbath are diftinétly traced in Italy as early as the
beginning of the fifteenth century, and foon afterwards they are
found in the fouth of France. Towards the middle of thatcentury
an individual named Robinet de Vaulx, who had lived the life of a
hermit in Burgundy, was arrefted, brought to a trial at Langres,
and burnt. This man was a native of Artois; he ftated that to
his knowledge there were a great number of witches in that pro-
vince, and henot onlylconfefled thathe had attended thefe noéturnal
affemblies of the witches, but he gave the namesof fome inhabitants
of Arras whom he had met there. At this time—it was in the year
1459 — the chapter general of the Jacobins, or friars preachers,
was held at Langres, and among those who attended it was a Jaco-
bin friar named Pierre de Brouffart, who held the office of inquifitor
of the faith in the city of Arras, and who eagerly liftened to the
circumftances of Robinet's confeflion. Among the names men-
tioned by him as having been prefent at the witches’ meetings, were
thofe of a proftitute named Demifelle, then living at Douai, and a
man named Jehan Levite, but who was better known by the nick-
name of Abbé de peu de fens (the abbot of little fenfe). On Brouf-
fart’s return to Arras, he caufed both thefe perfons to be arrefted
and brought to that city, where they were thrown into prifon. The
latter, who was a painter, and a compofer and finger of popular
fongs, had left Arras before Robinet de Vaulx had made his con-
feflion, but he was traced to Abbeville, in Ponthieu, and captured
there. Confeflions were extorted from thefe perfons which compro-
mifed others, and a number of individuals were committed to prifon
in confequence. In the fequel a certain number of them were burnt,

B
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wicked aéts followed, and then the devil preached to them, and en-
joined them efpecially not to go to church, or hear mafs, or touch
holy water, or perform any other of the duties of good Chriftians.
After this fermon was ended, the meeting was diffolved, and they
feparated and returned to their feveral homes.!

The violence of thefe witch perfecutions at Arras led to a reac-
tion, which, however, was not lafting, and from this time to the end
of the century, the fear of witchcraft {pread over Italy, France,
and Germany, and went on increafing in intenfity. It was during
this period that witchcraft, in the hands of the more zealous inqui-
fitors, was gradually worked up into a great {yftem, and books of
confiderable extent were compiled, containing accounts of the
various practices of ‘the witches, and directions for proceeding
againft them. One of the earlieft of thefe writers was a Swifs
friar, named John Nider, who held the office of inquifitor in Swit-
zerland, and has devoted one book of his Formicarium to witch-
craft as it exifted in that country, He makes no allufion to the
witches’ Sabbath, which, therefore, appears then not to have been
known among the Swifs. Early in 1489, Ulric Molitor publifhed
a treatife on the fame fubje&, under the title of De Pythonicis
Mulieribus, and in the fame year, 1489, appeared the celebrated
book, the Malleus Maleficarum, or Hammer of Witches, the work
of the three inquifitors for Germany, the chief of whom was Jacob
Sprenger. This work gives us a complete and very interefting
account of witchcraft as it then exifted as an article of belief in
Germany. Theauthorsdifcufs various queftions conneéted with it,
fuch as that of the myfterious tranfport of witches from one place
to another, and they decide that this tranfport was real, and that
they were carried bodily through the air. It is remarkable, how-

1 The account of the witch trials at Arras was publifhed in the fupplementary
additions to Monftrelet ; but the original records of the proceedings have fince been

found and printed,
EE
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ever, that even the Malleus Maleficarum contains no diret allufion
to the Sabbath, and we may conclude that even then this great
priapic orgie did not form a part of the Germanic creed; it was
no doubt brought in there amid the witchcraft mania of the fix-
teenth century. From the time of the publication of the Malleus
Maleficarumuntil the beginning of the feventeenth century, through
all parts of Weftern Europe, the number of books upon forcery

which iffued from the prefs was immenfe; and we muft not forget

that a monarch of our own, king James I, fhone among the writers
on witchcraft.

Three quarters of a century nearly had paffed fince the time of
the Mallens, when a Frenchman named Bodin, Latinifed into
Bodinus, publifhed a rather bulky treatife which became from that
time the text-book on witcheraft. The Sabbath is defcribed in
this book in all its completenefs. It was ufually held in a lonely
place, and when poffible on the fummits of mountains or in the
folitude of forefts, When the witch prepared to attend it, fhe went
to her bedroom, ftripped herfelf naked, and anointed her body with
an ointment made for that purpofe. She next took a ftaff, which
alfo in many cafes fhe anointed, and, placing it between her legs
and uttering a charm, fhe was carried through the air, in an in-
credibly fhort fpace of time, to the place of meeting. Bodin dif-
cuffes learnedly the queftion whether the witches were really carried
through the air corporeally or not, he decides it in the affirma-
tive. The Sabbath itfelf was a great affemblage of witches, of
both fexes, and of demons. It was a point of emulation with
the vifitors to bring new converts with them, and on their arrival
they prefented thefe to the demon who prefided, and to whom they
offered their adoration by the unclean kifs upon his pofteriors.
They next rendered an account of all the mifchief they had perpe-
trated fince the previous meeting, and received reward or reproof
according to its amount. The devil, who ufually took the form

.



















q—q‘v—f‘.__

216 ON THE WORSHIP OF THE

At thefe meetings, fometimes, but rarely, Satan was abfent, in
which cafe a little devil took his place. De Lancre® enumerates
the various forms which the devil ufually affumed on thefe occa-
fions, with the remark that thefe forms were as numerous as “his
movements were inconftant, full of uncertainty, illufion, deception,
and impofture.” = Some of the witches he examined, among whom
was a girl thirteen years of age, named Marie d’Aguerre, faid that
at thefe affemblies there appeared a great pitcher or jug in the
middle of the Sabbath, and that out of it the devil iflued in the
form of a goat, which fuddenly became fo large that it was “ fright-
ful,” and that at the end of the Sabbath he returned into the
pitcher. Others defcribed him as being like the great trunk of a
tree, without arms or feet, feated in a chair, with the face of a
great and frightful looking man., Others fpoke of him as re-
fembling a great goat, with two horns before and two behind, thofe
before turned up in the femblance of a woman’s perruque. Ac-
cording to the moft common account, De Lancre fays he had
three horns, the one in the middle giving out a flame, with
which he ufed at the Sabbath to give both light and fire to the

1 Refte maintenant, puis qu’il 2 comparu, d’en {¢avoir la forme, et en quel eftatila
accouftumé de fe repréfenter et faire voir efdiétes aflemblées. Il n’a point de forme
conftante, toutes fes actions n’eftans que mouvements inconftans pleins d’incertitude,
d’illufion, de déception, et d’impofture,

Marie d”Aguerre aagée de treize ans, et quelques autres, dépofoient, qu’efdictes
affemblées il y a une grande cruche au milieu du Sabbat d’oli fort le Diable en
forme de bouc : qu'eftant forty il devient fi grand qu’il fe rend efpouvantable : et
que le Sabbat finy il rentre dans la cruche.

D’autres difent qu’il eft comme un grand tronc d’arbre obfcur fans bras et fans
pieds, affis dans une chaire, ayant quelque forme de vifage d’homme, grand et affreux.

D’autres qu’il eft comme un grand bouc, ayant deux cornes devant et deux en
dérriére : que celles de devant fe rebraffent en haut comme la perruque d’une femme.
Mais le commun eft qu’il a feulement trois cornes, et qu'il a quelque efpéce de
lumiére en celle du milieu, de laquelle il a accouftumé au Sabbat d’efclairer et donner
du feu et de la lumiére, mefme a ces forciéres, qui tiennent quelques chandelles
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arms. He was feated in a pulpit, with fome of the women, who
were his favourites, always near him. “And they are all agreed
that it is a great pulpit, which feems to be gilt and very pompous.”
Janette d’Abadie, of Siboro, fixteen years old, faid that Satan had
a face before and another behind his head, as they reprefent the god
Janus. - De Lancre had alfo heard him defcribed as a great black
dog, as a large ox of brafs lying down, and as a natural ox in
repofe.

Although it was ftated that in former times the devil had ufually
appeared in the form of a ferpent,—another coincidence with the
priapic worfhip,— it appears certain that in the time of De Lancre
his favourite form of fhowing himfelf was that of a goat. At the
opening of the Sabbath the witches, male or female, prefented for-
mally to the devil thofe who had never been at the Sabbath before,
and the women efpecially brought to him the children whom they
allured to him. The new converts, the novices, were made to re-
nounce Chrift, the Virgin Mary, and the faints, and they were then
re-baptized with mock ceremonies. They next performed their
wortfhip to the devil by kiffing him on the face under the tail, or
otherwife. The young children were taken to the edge ofa ftream
— for the fcene was generally chofen on the banks of a fiream —
and white wands were placed in their hands, and they were entrufted
with the care of the toads which were kept there, and which were of
importance in the fubfequent operations of the witches. The re-
nunciation was frequently renewed, and in fome cafes it was required

avec quelques femmes de fes favorites tousjours prés de luy. Et tous font d’accord
que c’eft une grande chaire qui femble dorée et fort pompeufe.

Janette d’ Abadie de Siboro, aagée de 16 ans, dit qu’il avoit un vifage devant, et un
vifage derriére la tefte, comme on peint le dieu Janus.

J'ai veu quelque procédure, eftant & la Tournelle, qui le peignoit au Sabbat comme
un grand levrier noir : parfois comme un grand boeuf d'airain couché a terre, comme
un boeuf naturel qui fe repofe. Tableau de I' Inconflance, p. 67.





















m_if_; - el =N B

GENERATIVE POWERS. 22§

there, without changing or altering anything in what they depofed,

in order that every one may fele&t what he likes.”

The firft witnefs adduced by De Lancre is not one belonging to
his own time, but dating back as far as the 18th of December, 1567,
and he had obtaineda copy of the confeffion. Eftébene de Cambrue,
of the parifh of Amou,a woman twenty-five years of age, faid that
the great Sabbath was held four times a year, in derifion of the four
annual feftivals of the Church. The little affemblies, which were
held in the neighbourhood of the towns or parifhes, were attended
only by thofe of the locality ; they were called “paftimes,” and were
held fometimes in one place and fometimes in another, and there
they only danced and frolicked, for thedevil did notcomethere in all
his ftate as at the great affemblies. They were, in fa&, the greater
and leffer Priapeia. She faid that the place of the grand convoca-
tion was generally called the “ Lanne de Bouc” (the goat’s heath),
where they danced round a ftone, which was planted in the faid
place, (perhaps one of the fo-called Druidical monuments,) upon
which was feated a great black man, whom they called “ Mon-
fieur.” Each perfon prefent kiffed this black man on the pofteriors.

tumé d’y voir, fans rien changer n'y alterer de leur dépofition, afin que chacun én
prenne ce qu’il luy plaira,

Je commenceray par une fort ancienne dépofition que j’ay trouvée puis peu de
jours, d’une Eftébene de Cambrue, aagée de 25 ans, de la paroifle d’Amou, du 18
Décembre 1567, qui marque que deflors cette pauvre parroiffe en eftoit déj
infeftée: qui di&t que les forciéres n'alloient en la grande affemblée et au grand
Sabbat que quatre fois 1'année, en dérifion des cérémonies que 1'églife célébre
les quatre feftes annuelles. Car les petites affemblées qui fe font prés des villes

ou parroiffes, ot il n’y va que ceux du lieu, ils les appellent les efbats, et fe font
ores en un lieu de ladite parroifle, ores en un autre, ofi on ne fait que fauter et
folaftrer, le diable n’y eftant avec tout fon grand arroy, comme aux grandes affem-
blées. Que lelieu de cefte grande convocation s'appelle généralement par tout
le pays la Lanne du Bouc, O ils fe mettent & dancer & 'entour d’une pierre,
qui eft plantée audit lien, fur laquelle eft affis un grand homme noir, qu’elles
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monies and governor of the Sabbath, and that the devil gave him
a gilt faff, which he carried in his hand as a mark of authority,
and arranged and dire@ted the proceedings. He returned the ftaff
to Satan at the clofe of the meeting.

One Leger Rivaffeau confefled that he had been at the Sabbath
twice without adoring the devil, or doing any of the things required
from the others, because it was part of his bargain, for he had
given the half of his left foot for the faculty of curing, and the
right of being prefent at the Sabbath without further obligation.
He faid “ that the Sabbath was held about midnight, at a meeting
of crofs roads, moft frequently on the nights of Wednefday and
Friday; that the devil chofe in preference the ftormieft nights, in
order that the winds and troubled elements might carry their
powders farther and more impetuoufly ; that two notable devils
prefided at their Sabbaths, the great negro, whom they called
mafter Leonard, and another little devil, whom mafter Leonard at
times {ubftituted in his place, and whom they called mafter Jean
Mullin ; that they adored the grand mafter, and that, after having

comme infigne forcier, deux tefmoins luy maintindrent qu'il eftoit le maiftre des céré-
monies et gouverneur du Sabbat. Que le Diable luy mettoit en main un bafton tout
doré, avec lequel, comme un maiftre de camp, il rengeoit et les perfonnes et toutes
chofes au Sabbat : et qu'iceluy finy il rendoit ce bafton au grand maiftre de I'af-
femblée.

Leger Rivaflfeau confefla en la Cour qu’il avoit eflé au Sabbat par deux fois, fans
adorer le Diable ny faire comme les autres, parcequ’il avoit ainfi faiét fon paéte avec
luy, et baillé la moitié de fon pied gauche pour avoir la faculté de guérir, et la liberte
de voir le Sabbar fimplement fans eftre obligé a autre chofe.  Etdifoit que le Sabbat
fe faifoit prefque tousjours environ la minuit, & un carrefour, le plus fouvent la nuict
du Mercredy et du Vendredy : que le diable cherchoit la nuiét la plus orageufe qu’il
pouvoit, afin que lesventset les orages portaflent plus loinget plus impétueufement leurs
poudres ; que deux diables notables préfidoient en ces Sabbats, le grand Negre qu'on
appelloit maiftre Leonard, et un autre perit diable que maiftre Leonard fubrogeoit quel-
‘quefois en fa place, qu'ils appellentmaiftre Jean Mullin; qu’on adoraitle grand maiftre,
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fhe had withdrawn from her relations with Satan. That the devil d
appeared in the form of a goat, having a tail and under it the face of
a black man, which fhewascompelled to kifs, and that this pofterior
face has not the power of fpeech, but they were obliged to adore
and kifs it. Afterwards the faid Moleres gave her {even toads to
keep. That the faid Moleres tranfported her through the air to
the Sabbath, where fhe faw people dancing, with violins, trumpets,
and tabors, which made a very great harmony. That in the faid
affemblies there was an extreme pleafure and enjoyment. That
they made love in full liberty before all the world. That fome
were employed in cutting off the heads of toads, while others made
poifon of them ; and that they made the poifon at home as well as
at the Sabbath.

After defcribing the different forts of poifons prepared on thefe
occafions, De Lancre proceeds to report the teftimony of other
witnefles to the details of the Sabbath.' Jeannette de Belloc,
called Atfoua, a damfel of twenty-four years of age, faid that fhe
had been made a witch in her childhood by a woman named Oylar-
chahar, who took her for the firft time to the Sabbath, and there
prefented her to the devil ; and after her death, Mary Martin,

honnefte homme : que néantmoins il y a deux ans qu’elle s’eft retirée des liens de
Satan, et qu’elle en a fecofié le joug. Que le Diable eftoir en forme de bouc, ayant
une queué et au defloubs un vifage d’homme noir, oti elle fut contrainte le baifer, et
n’a parole par ce vifage de derriére, qu'on luy fit adorer et baifer : puis ladicte
Moleres luy donna fept crapuax a garder. Que la difte Moleres la tran{portoit au
Sabbat par I’air, oii elle voyoit dancer avec violons, trompettes, ou tabourins, qui

rendoyent une trésgrande harmonie. Qu'efdiétes affemblées y a un extréme plaifir et
resjouiffance. Qu'on y faik I'amour en toute liberté devant tout le monde. Que
plufieurs s’emploient & couper la tefte i des crapaux, et lesautresaen faire du poifon:
qu'on en faiét au logis aufli bien qu'au Sabbat. Tablean I’ Inconflance, pp. 119 et
feqq.
e%qjmnettc de Belloc difte Atfoua, fille de 24 ans, nous diét que puis fon bas aage

elle avoit efté faicte forciére par une femme nommée Oylarchahar, laquelle la mena
% au Sabbat la premiére fois, et la préfenta au Diable, ctaprés fon decez, Marie Martin,
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which they were only allowed to look on at the proceedings of the
others. Of thefe there were two forts; fome were veiled, to make
the poorer claffes believe that they were people of rank and dif-
tin&ion, and that they did not wifh themfelves to be known in fuch
a place; others were uncovered, and openly danced, had fexual
intercourfe, made the poifons, and performed their other diabolical
fun&ions; and thefe were not allowed to approach fo near “the
mafter” as thofe who were veiled. The holy water ufed at the
Sabbath was the devil’s urine. She pointed out two of the accufed
whom fhe had feen at the Sabbath playing upon the tabor and
the violin. She fpoke of the numbers who were feen arriving
and departing continually, the latter to do evil, the former to
report what they had done. They went out at fea, even as far as
Newfoundland, where their hufhands and fons went to fifh, in
order to raife ftorms, and endanger their fhips. This deponent
fpoke alfo of the fires at the Sabbath, into which the witches were

font voilez pour donner opinion aux pauvres que ce font des princes et grands
feigneurs, et*qu’aucun d'eux n'ayt horreur d'y eftre et faire ce qu'ils font en adorant
lediable, . . Lesautres font decoufverts et tout ouvertement dancent, s'accouplent,

font du poifon, et autres fon&ions diaboliques, et ceux cy me font i prés du maiftre,

fi favoris, ne fi employez, Ils baillent 'afperges de l'urine du Diable. Ils y vonta
I'offrande, et y a veu tenir le baffin # un Efteben Detzail, lors prifonnier: et difoit-on
qu'il s’en eftoit enrichy, Qu’elle y a veu jouer du tabourin & Anfugarlo de Han-
daye, lequel a depuis efté exécuté @ mort comme infigne forcier, et du violon a
Gaflelloue. Elle nous difoit qu'on euft veu defloger du Sabbat et voler I'une en
I'air, 1'autre monter plus haut vers le ciel, 'autre defcendre vers la terre, et I"autre
parfois fe précipiter dans les grands feux allumez audit lieu, comme fuzées qui font
jettées par plufieurs, ou comme efclairs : ’une arrive, I’autre part, et tout & un coup
plufieurs partent, plufieurs arrivent, chacune rendant compte des vents et orages qu'elle
a excité, des navires et vaiffeaux qu'elle a fait perdre: et s'en vont de Labourt,
Siboro, et 8. Jean de Luz, jufques & Arcachon, qui eft une des teftes de I'Ocean, aufli
Pappellent ils la tefte de Buch, aflés prés de Bourdeaux, et en Terre-neuve, parce-
qu’elles y voyent leurs péres, leurs maris, leurs enfans, et d’autres parens, et que c'eft
leur voyage ordinaire, mefme en a veu plufieurs qui notoirement {ont en Terre-neuve
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from her neck a “fig of leather which fhe wore there, as an
infinity of other people did;” this Aigo, or fig, fhe defcribed as
“a form of hand, with the fift clofed, and the thumb paffed between
the two fingers, which they believe to be, and wear as, a remedy
againft all enchantment and witcheraft; and, becaufe the devil
cannot bear this fift, fhe faid that he did not dare to carry it away,
but left it at the threfhold of the door of the room in which fhe
was fleeping.” This Jeanette faid, that the firft time fhe went to
the Sabbath fhe faw there the devil in the form of a man, black
and hideous, with fix horns on his head, and fometimes eight, and
a great tail behind, one face in front and another at the back of the
head, as they paint the god Janus. Gratianne, on prefenting her,
received as her reward a handful of gold; and then the child-
vitim was made to renounce her Creator, the Virgin, the baptifm,
father, mother, relatives, heaven, earth, and all that was in the
world, and then fhe was required to kifs the fiend on the pofteriors.
The renunciation fhe was obliged to repeat every time fhe went to
the Sabbath. She added that the devil often made her kifs his
face, his navel, his member, and his pofteriors. She had often feen
the children of witches baptized at the Sabbath.

poulce paflé entre lesdeux doigts, qu'elles croyent et portent comme reméde a toute
fafcination et fortilége : et parce que le Diable ne peut fouffrir ce poignet, elle diét
qu’il ne ’ofa emporter, ains le laiffa prés du fueil de la porte de Ia chambre dans la-
quelle elle dormoit. En revenant au commencement et i la premiére entrée qu'elle
fut au Sabbat, elle dit qu’elle y vid le Diable en forme d”homme noir et hidenx, avec
fix cornes en la tefte, parfois hui&, et une grande queué derriére, un vifage devant et
un autre derriére la tefte, comme on peint le dieu Janus: que la difte Gratianne,

I'ayant préfentée, receut une poignée d’or en récompenfe, puw la fit renoncer et renier
fon Createur, la Sain&e Vierge, lesSainéts, le Baptcfme, pére, mére, parens, le ciel,

la terre, et tout ce qui eft au monde, laqnellc renonciation il luy faifoit rennuvellcr
toutes les fois qu’elle alloit au Sabbat, puis elle 1'alloit baifer au derriére. Que le
Diable luy faifoit baifer fouvent fon vifage, puis fon nombril, puis fon membre, puis
fon erriere. Qu’ellea veu fouvent baptifer des enfans au Sabbat, qu’elle nous expli-
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appearance with provifions, which, however, proved either unfub- -
ftantial or of a difgufting nature.

This witnefs further declared that fhe had feen at the/Sabbath|a
number of little demons without arms, who were employed in
kindling a great fire, into which they threw the witches, who came
out without being burnt ; and fhe had alfo feen the grand mafter
of the affembly throw himfelf into a fire, and remain there until he
was burnt to powder, which powder was ufed by the witches to
bewitch young children, and caufe them to go willingly to the
Sabbath. She had feen priefts who were well-known, and gave the
names of fome of them, performing the fervice of the mafs at the
Sabbath, while the demons took their places on the altar in the
forms of faints. Sometimes the devil pierced the left foot of a
{forcerer under the little toe, and drew blood, which he fucked, and

leur nom plus librement et effrontément que nous ne luy ofions faire demander,
chofe qui confirme merveilleufement la réalité du Sabbat. Car il eft plus vray-
femblable qu’elle fe foit accouplée au Sabbat avec des gens qu’elle nommoit, que non,
que Satan les y ait faiét voir dans fon li€t par illufion, ou qu’il les luy ait portez cor-
porellement : n’ayant peu fentir cent fois (commeelle diét) cette femence naturelle que
s'accouplant corporellement et réellementavecun homme naturel qu'elle nousa nommé
qui eft encore vivant. Qu'elle y a veu des tables dreflées avec forces vivres, mais
quand on en vouloit prendre on ne trouvoit rien foubs la main, fauf quand on y avoit
porté des enfans baptifez ou non baptifez, car de ces deux elle en avoit veu fort fouvent
fervir et manger : mefme un qu'on tenait eftre fils de maiftre de Lafle. Qu'on les
coupe & quartiers au Sabbat pour en faire part 2 plufieurs parroiffes.

D'avantage di& qu'elle a veu plufieurs petits démons fans bras, allumer un grand feu,
jetter des forciéres du fabbat la dedans, et, les retirant {ans douleur, le Diable leur dire
u’elles n’auroient non plus de mal du feu d’Enfer. Qu’ellea veu le grand mailtre de
Paffemblée fe jetter dans les flammes au Sabbat, (e faire brufler jufquesa ce qu'il eftoit
reduit en poudre, et les grandes et infignes forciéres prendre les dites poudres pour
enforceler les petits enfants et les mener au Sabbat, et en prenoient aufli dans la
bouche pour ne reveler jamais; et a veu pareillement ce mauvais démon au Sabbat
fe réduire tout en menus vers. Qu’elle a ouy dire fouvent mefle @ quelques preftres
et entre autres @ Migualena et Bocal, veftus de rouge et de blanc: que le maiftre de
I'aflemblée et autres petits démons eftoient fur ’autel en forme de fainéts : que pour
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The dances at the Sabbath were moftly indecent, including the
well-known Sarabande, and the women danced in them {fometimes
in chemife, but much more frequently quite naked. They con-
fifted efpecially in violent movements; and the devil often joined
in them, taking the handfomeft woman or girl for his partner. De
Lancre's account of thefe dances is fo minute and curious that it
may be given in his own words.! “ If the faying is true that never
woman or girl returned from the ball as chafte as fhe went there,
how unclean muft fhe return who has abandoned herfelf to the un-
fortunate defign of going to the ball of the demons and evil {pirits,
who has danced in hand with them, who has kiffed them obfcenely,
who has yielded herfelf to them as a prey, has adored them, and
has even copulated with them ? It is to be, in good earneft, incon-
ftant and fickle ; it is to be not only lewd, or even a fhamelefs
whore, but to be ftark-mad, unworthy of the favours with which
God loads her in bringing her into the world, and caufing her to
be born a Chriftian. We caufed in feveral places the boys and
girls to dance in the fame fafhion as they danced at the Sabbath,
as much to deter them from fuch uncleannefs, by convincing them
to what a degree the moft modeft of thefe movements was filthy,
vile, and unbecoming in a virtuous girl, as alfo becaufe, when

1 Ets'il eft vray ce qu'on dit que jamais femme ny fille ne revint du bal fi chafte
comme elle y eft allée,combienimmonde revient celle qui s'eft abandonnée, et a prins
ce mal-heureux deflain d’aller au bal des démons et mauvais efprits, qui a dancé 2
leur main, qui les a fi falement baifez, qui s'eft donnée & eux en proye, les a adorez, et
s'eft mefme accouplée avec eux ? C’eft eftre & bon efcient inconftante et volage: c’eft
eftre non feulement impudique, voire putain effrontée, mais bien folle enragée, inbigne
des graces que Dieu luy avoit faiét et verf€ fur elle, lors qu’il la mitau monde, et la
fift naiftre chreftienne. Nous fifmes en plufieurs licux dancer les enfans et filles en
la mefme fagon qu’elles dangoient au Sabbat, tant pour les déterrer d’une telle faleté,
leur faifant recognoiftre combien le plus modefte mouvement eftoit fale, vilain, et
malféant & une honnefte fille, qu'aufli par-ce qu’au confrontement la plus part des
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accufed, the greater part of the witches, charged with having among
other things danced in hand with the devil, and fometimes led the
dance, denied it all, and faid that the girls were deceived, and that
they could not have known how to exprefs the forms of dance
which they faid they had feen at the Sabbath. They were boys
and girls of a fair age, who had already been in the way of
falvation before our commiffion. In truth fome of them were
already quite out of it, and had gone no more to the Sabbath for
fome time ; others were ftill firuggling to efcape, and, held ftill by
one foot, {lept in the churches, confefled and communicated, in order
to withdraw themfelves entirely from Satan’s claws. Now it is
faid that they dance always with their backs turned to the centre of
the dance, which is the caufe that the girls are fo accuftomed to
carry their hands behind them in this round dance, that they draw
into it the whole body, and give it a bend curved backwards,
having their arms half turned ; fo that moft of them have the belly
commonly great, pufhed forward, and fwollen, and a little inclining
in front. I know not whether this be caufed by the dance or by
the ordure and wretched provifions they are made to eat. But the
fact is, they dance very feldom one by one, that is one man alone

forciéres accufées d'avoir entre autres chofes dancée a la main du Diable, et parfois
mené la dance, nioyent tout, et difoient que les filles efloient abufées, et qu’elles
n'euflent fceu exprimer les formes de dance qu'elles difoient avoir veu au Sabbat.
C’eftoient des enfans et filles de bon aage, et qui eftoient desja en voye de falut avant
noftre commiffion. A la vérité aucunes en efloient dehors tout a faiét, et n’alloy-
ent plus au Sabbat il y avoit quelque temps : les autres eftoient encore a fe débatre
fur la perche, et attachez par un pied, dormoient dans les églifes, {e confefloient et
communioient, pour s'ofter du toutdes pattes de Satan. Or on dift qu'on y dance
tousjours le dos tourné au centre de la dance, qui fait que les filles font fi accoul-
tumées & porter les mains en arriere en cefte dance ronde, qu'elles y trainent tout le
corps, et luy donnent un ply courbé en arriére, ayant les bras 2 demy tournez: fi
bien que la plus part ont le ventre communement grand, enflé et avancé, et un peu
penchant fur le devant. Je ne [cay fi la dance leur caufe cela ou ’ordure et mef-
chantes viandes qu’on leur fait manger, Au refte on y dance fort peu fouventuna
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with one woman or girl, as we do in our galliards ; fo they have told
and affured us, that they only danced there three forts of branles,
or brawls, ufually turning their fhoulders to one another, and the
back of each looking towards the round of the dance, and the face
turned outwards. The firft is the Bohemian dance, for the wan-
dering Bohemians are alfo half devils; I mean thofe long-haired
people without country, who are neither Egytians (gipfies), nor
of the kingdom of Bohemia, but are born everywhere, as they
purfue their route, and pafs countries, in the ﬁclds, and under the
trees, and they go about dancing and playing conjuring tricks, as at
the Sabbath. So they are numerous in the country of Labourd,on
account of the eafy paffage from Navarre and Spain.

“ The fecond is with jumping, as our working men pracife in
towns and villages, along the ftreets and fields; and thefe two are
in round. The third is alfo with the back turned, but all holding
together in length, and, without difengaging hands, they approach
fo near as to touch, and meet back to back, a man with a2 woman ;
and at a certain cadence they pufh and ftrike together immodeftly
their two pofteriors. And it was alfo told us that the devil, in his -

un, c'eft a2 dire un homme feul avec une femme ou fille, comme nous faifons en nos
gaillardes : ains elles nous ont dit et affeuré, qu'on n’y dangoit que trois fortes de
branfles, communement {e tournant les efpaales I"un ’autre, et le dos d’un chafcun
vifant dans le rond de la dance, et le vifage en dehors. La premiére c'eft 2 la Bohé-
mienne, car aufli les Bohémes coureurs font 3 demy diables : je dy ces long poils
fans patrie, qui ne font ny AEgyptiens, ny du royaume de Bohéme, ains ils naiflent
par tout en chemin faifant et paffant pais, et dans les champs, et foubs les arbres, et
font les dances et baftelages & demy comme au Sabbat. Aufli {ont ils fréquens au
pais de Labourt, pour l'aifance du paflage de Navarre et de I’ Efpagne.

La feconde ¢’ efl & fauts, comme noz artifans font &s villes et villages, par les rues et par
les champs : et ces deux font en rond. Etla troifiefme eft aufli le dos tourné, mais fe
tenant tous en long, et, fans fe deprendre des mains, ils s’approchent de fi prés qu’ils
fe touchent, et fe rencontrent dos & dos, un homme avec une femme : et i certaine
cadence ils fe choquent et frapent inpudemment cul contre cul, Mais auffi il nous
fut dit que le Diable bizarre ne les faifoit pas tous mettre rangément le dos tourné
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the father-in-law, the penitent with herconfeflor, withoutdiftin&ion

of age, quality, or relationfhip, fo that fhe confeffed to having been

known an infinity of times at the Sabbath by a coufin-german of
her mother, and by an infinite number of others. After repeating
much that fhe had faid before relating to the impudicity of the Sab-
bath, this girl faid that fhe had been deflowered by the devil at the
age of thirteen—twelve was the common age for this—that they
never became pregnant,either by him or by any of the wizards of the
Sabbath ; that fhe had never felt anything come from the devil
except the firft time, when it was very cold, but that with the for-
cerers it was as with other men. That the devil chofe the hand-
fomeft of the women and girls for himfelf, and one he ufually made
his queen for themeeting. That they fuffered extremely when he
had intercourfe with them, in confequence of his member being
covered with fcales like thofe of a fith. That when extended it was

au pere, le fils & la mére, la foeur au frére, la filleulle au parrain, la pénitente a fon
confeffeur, fans diftinétion d’aage, de qualité, ni de parentelle : de forte qu'elle con-
fefloit librement avoir efté connue une infinité de fois au Sabbat, par un coufin ger-
main de fa mére et par une infinité d'autres: que c'elt une perpéruelle ordure, en
laquelle tout le monde s'efgayoit comme elle : que hors du Sabbat elle ne fit jamais
de faute : qu'elle le faifoit tout autant de fois que le Diable le luy commandoit, et
indifféremment avec toute forte de gens: ayant efté dépucellée au Sabbat puis 1'aage
de treize ans : que le Diable les conviant et forgant de faire cefle faute, foitavec luy,
foit avec des gens de rencontre en ces affemblées, la faute n'eftoit fienne : que de ces
accouplemens on ne s'engrofloit jamais, foit qu'ils fuffent avec le maiitre, foit avec

d'autres forciers : ce que pourtant plufieurs exemples dans nos hiftoires rendent ex-
trémement incertain et douteux : qu'on n'y fent que déplaifir: qu’elle n'a jamais
fenty qu'il euft aucune femence, fauf quand il la dépucella qu'elle la fentit froide,
mais que celle des autres hommes qui I’ont cognué eft naturelle : qu'il fe choifit et trie
les plus belles ; et de vray toutes celles que nous ayons veu qualifiées de ce tiltre de
roynes eftoient dofiées de quelque beauté plus finguliére que les autres. i bien que
celle Detfail & Urrogne, lorfqu’elle fut exécutée & mort, mourut fi defdaigneufement
que le bourreau de Bayonne, jeune et de belle forme, voulant extorquer d’elle, comme
c’eft la couftume, le baifer du pardon, elle ne voulut jamais profaner fa belle bouche
qui avoit accouftumée d’eftre colée au derriére du Diable. Diét d’avantage que, lors
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though it is not equally evident that they prevailed throughout
the order ; and the fimilarity of the revelations of the witch-con-
feflions, in all countries where they were taken, feems to fhow that
there was in them alfo a foundation in truth. We look upon it as
not admitting of doubt, that the Priapic orgies and the other
periodical affemblies for worfhip of this defcription, which we have
defcribed in an earlier part of this effay, were continued long after
the fall of the Roman power and the introduéion of the Chriftian
religion. 'The ruftic population, moftly fervile, whofe morals or
private practices were little heeded by the other claffes of fociety,
might, in a country fo thinly peopled, affemble by night in retired
places withoutany fear of obfervation. There they perhapsindulged
in Priapic rites, followed by the old Priapic orgies, which would
become more and more debafed in form, but through the effects
of exciting potions, as defcribed by Michelet,' would have become
wilder than ever. They became, as Michelet defcribes them, the
Saturnalia of the ferf. The ftate of mind produced by thefe
excitements would lead thofe who partook in them to believe eafily
in the actual prefence of the beings they worfhipped, who, according
to the Church do&rines, were only fo many devils. Hence arofe
the diabolical agency in the fcene. Thus we eafily obtain all the
materials and all the incidents of the witches’ Sabbath. Where this
older worfhip was preferved among the middle or more elevated
claffes of fociety, who had other means of fecrecy at their command,
it would take a lefs vulgar form, and would fhow itfelf in the
formation of concealed feés and focieties, fuch as thofe of the dif-
ferent forms of Gnofticifm, of the Stadingers, of the Templars,
and of other lefs important fecret clubs, of a more or lefs immoral
charaéter, which continued no doubt to exift long after what we

1 See Michelet, La Sorciére, liv. i, c. 9, on the ufe and the effe&ts of the Solanea,
to which he attributes much of the delufions of the Sabbath.
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CANTHUS, medal of, 71.
Adamiani or Adamites,
medizval felt, and their

: ractices, 172.

md Adel in Yorkfhire, objeéts
with Priapic emblems found there,
124.

Zfchylus, 80.

Zfernia, medals of, 8o.

Agricultural feftivals, 154.

Aix, phallus found there, 110g.

Albigenfes, early Chriftian feét, 177.

Ammon, Pan of the Greeks, 38, 61.

Amulets, Priapic, worn by ltalians, 4,
148 ; worn in the middle ages, 145;
leaden, with Priapic {ymbols, found
in the feine, 146, 170. :

Androgynous figuresin ancient {culptures,
41—43.

Animal worthip, 30, 32, 33, 34-

Antwerp, Priapus, under the name of
Ters, its patron faint, 144.

Apis, Egyptian facred bull, 30,

Apollo, 76.

Apollo, Didymzus, 82.

Appian, 82.

Apuleius, 39, 95.

Ariftophanes, ancient fyftem of theology,

44.
Ariftotle, 42.
Arras, perfecutions againft witchcraft
there, 207, ¢t feg.

KK

Artemidorus, mention
horns, 22.

Aruerisor Orus, Greek Apollo, parentage
of, 40.

Athenzus, mention of a phallus, 120
cubits long, 84.

Aufonius, mention of the Floralia, 155,

Bacchanalia, 154.

Bacchus, ancient reprefentations of, 74.

Bagvat Geeta, expofition of Hindu theo-
logy, 48—50, 56, 58, 59, 61.

Baphomet, idol of the Knights T'emplars,
198.

Bsrr?:nncfs in women, Priapic (ymbols
for the cure of, 142.

Becan, account of antiquities of Antwerp,
144.

Bell tolling, origin of, g7.

Bodinus, account of the witches’ Sab-
bath, 210.

Bona Dea, Priapic rites, 156.

Brahma, Hindoo deity, 6o.

Brand’s Popular Antiguities, 161, 168.

Britain, remains of Priapic worfhip found
in, 122—126.

Bulgarians, feét of Gnoftics, 175, 176.

Bull, Indian worfhip of, 34.

Burchardus, 129, 144, 171.

Butterfly, ancient religious allegory, 1oo.

Cazfar, 81.

Cakes in form of phallus made at Eafter,
158.

of {ymbolical
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Golnitz, account of a ftatue at Antwerp,

145-

Golu?ins, medals publifhed by, 46.

Gonnis, Hindoo deity, 56, 57, 58, 61.

Greece, ancient theology of, 17, 32, 34.

Grecian reprefentations of attributes of
the deity, 16, 45, 6o.

Greek temples, s55.

Gregory IX., account of fecret rites of
the Stedingers, 183—185.

Grotius, 37, note.

Hammer (Baron von), defcription of
idols of the Knights Templars, 138,
199, ¢ feg.

Harmony, danghter of Mars and Venus,

71-
Heaving and lifting, Englifh cuftoms at
Eafter, 160.
Helman, god of deftrution, 78, 79, 8o.
Herculaneum and Pompeii, relics of
Priapic worfhip and attributes found
there, 4, 27, 33, 37, 120.
Hercules, attributes of, g1, 92.
Hermaphrodite,ancient figures of, 41,43,
Herodotus, 31,32,52, 63, 66, 104, 134.
Hefiod, 16, 44, 106.
Hierapolis, goddefs of, the Priapic Diana,
8

3

Hierapolis, temple at, 84.

Hindoo animal worthip, 34 ; {ymbols of
generative organs on ancient Indian
fculptures, 47, 48 ; ancient Hindoo
theology, 56, er Jeg.

Homer, 17, 32, 41, 51, 63, 69, 72, 73,
80, 91, 98, 112.

Horace, 128.

Horns, ancient {ymbol of power, 22.

Horfefhoe, modern form of ancient
drawings of the female organ, ufed as
a talisman, 139.

Houfefteads in Northumberland, fenlp-
ture found there, 125.

Idolatry among the Knights Templars,
104, ¢t Jfeq.

Incubi, fpirits of the woods, 152.

Innifkea, an ifland on the weftern fhores

of Ireland, laft trace of Priapic worfhip
found there, 248,

Ireland, Shelah-na-gig, reprefentations of
the female organ found there, 132—
134

Ifernia, 5, 118.

Ifis, ancient deity, 39, 40, 50, 83, 95.

Italian Chriftian (eéts, names of, 177.

James I, on witcheraft, 210.

Japanefe fculptures, 47.

Jewith religion, identity of its {ymbols
with thofe of the heathen, 112, 113.

Jofephus, 111.

Jupiter, father of Minerva, 57, 58, 69,
85, 93, 101, 113.

Jupiter Ammon, identical with Pan, 38.

Juvenal, 105, 124, 155, 156.

Kandarp, Hindoo god of love, 61, 62.

Kerzer, German name of the Cathari,
178.

Krefhna, Hindoo deity, 48.

Labourd, proceedings againft witchcraft
there, 4. v. 1609, 212, ¢t feg.

La&antius, 103.

Lanercoft, chronicle of, 129.

Leaden tokens with phallic emblems,
146, 170, 183.

Le Chatelet, phallus found there, 119.

Lefbos, ancient rites in the ifland of| 105.

Liberalia, Priapic feftival, 154.

Libitina, Roman Goddefs of death, 73.

Lingam, Indian reprefentation of the
generative attribute, 49, 54.

Lion, ancient {ymbol of the fun, 7o.

Lotus, facred plant of the Hindoos, 49,
59, 54, 58.

Lucian, 83, 84.

Lucretius, 45.

Lyczan Pan, god of the Arcadians, 35.

Lycopolis, fun worfhip there, 81.

Macrobius, mention of a temple in
Thrace, 67, 78, 81.

Malleus Maleficarum, celebrated work
againft witchcraft, 200.

Mandrake, ancient Priapic fuperftitions
regarding, 168.
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169, 185, ¢f feq.; identity of their
proceedings with thofe of the witches’
Sabbath, 246.

Ters, i.c. Priapus, the patron faint of
Antwerp, 144.

Thebes, ancient temples at, 51.

Theology, Ancient, attributes of a Di-
vine Being, 24—26.

Tiger attendant on Bacchus, 74.

Toads attendant at witches’ Sabbath,
232, 236.

Trajan’s column, 51, 52.

Typhon, the deftroying power, 68, 69.

Urus, or wild bull, Greek fymbol of the
Creator, 21.

INDEX.

Vauderie, French prattice of witchcraft,
208.

Venus, 82 ; feftval of, 155.

Virgil, defcription of the emanation of the
pervading Spirit of God, 29, 72, 99.

Vulean, 57, 8o.

Waldenfes, origin of the fe&, 178; their
fecret rites, 179.

Warburton (Bithop), 33.

Water, worfhip of, 82, ez feq.

Witchcraft, the laft form of Priapic wor-
fhip, 206, et feq.; fecret rites of the
Vauderie, 208.

Xanten, pottery with Priapic emblems
found there, 122.

THE END.
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Statuas of a Bull i the Pageda of Tanjore.
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