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wards, the light appeared in a coruer, illumirating the centra of-
the room, and a female fignre in full proportions steod before vay.
back towards us, with a veil depending from the head to the feety
of silver ganze, which glitteresre and shone almost like diamonde:
when the %iaght struck upon it. I asked if she would raire heyaems '
above her head, and my request was immedistely complied with,
No pen can describe the exquisite beauty of what was reveald,
this night to us. If heaven is half as bright or besutiful, dexth
should have no terrors, 'T'his appearance was very mush move.
vivid than any Previous manifestation, and each one secems oy

nearly perfoct.”

r
I
Mrs. Kennison, of whom I have spoken, is hersclf an  ixpress ’
sionable '’ medium, by which is understood that she is impressed - |
by spirits, and forced, in her natural state, to act upon her
impressions. One spirit in particular, she informed me, used 4y
come frequently and impel her to carry out his anxions d'esimfor |
the welfare of his former clients. This wae the spririt of Bobert
Rantonl, of Washington, a well-known lawyer. . ‘
messages for him as directed to many persons whom she did net.
know, and they invariably understoog them ; for instance, e !
paid, “ A short time sinee I was told by Rantoul to go to I
Mr. Bassett, a merchant in Boston, and warn him, that if he did

not give immediate attention to a particular debt due to him of I
5,000 dotlars he would lose it. As I did not know Mr, Baasett,

and it was not convenient for me to go to Boston, 1 did net at

first attend to the request. But Rantoul came again, and again,
until at length 1 was obliged to comply with his wishes. I made
inquiries for, and found Mr, Bassett. I explained to him, s

well as I could, the nature of my crrand. He scemed st once to
understand it, and said his attention had been called to the trans+
action that very morning, and that he had taken the necessavy
steps for his protection. I then said, Rantou) also told me to say

to you, ¢ For God’s sake to give up the law-suit,” And this, too,

Mr. Bassett said lie perfecily understood.”

Bome days after my interview with Mrs., Kennison I met |
when travelling a Captain Jonathan Hallett, of Quincy. One
conversation turning to the subject of Spiritualism, I found he »
was a believer, and strangely enough he incidcntalfy mentioned |
Mrs. Kennigon, and confirmed the statement she had made to me !
of the special character of her mediumship. Captain Hallett
spid, 1 had been for s little time looking into the subject, '
baving wp to this pericd no belief in a fature life, and I had
attended a meeting of Spiritualiste; on coming away a lady;
who was an entive stranger to me, addressed me, and said, ¢ I d !
not know who you are, sir, but during the evening I was !
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tmpressed to give you this message from the epirit of your
mother 5’ and the lady, who proved to be a Mrs. Knison, ga.ve
me this paper, which T preserve, as from this incident 1 date m
complete conversion from infidelity,” The paper, which he too
from his pocket-book, and which I read, congratulaies him on the
light which is dawning, and exhorts him to follow i,  in the
blessed hope of a brighter future for my dear son,” &c. Captain
Hallett then went on to say, that as he pursued his inquiries his
faith became stren%:hene& rom many sources. He found that
two very remarkable mediums lived immediate neighboura to
him. One was the danghter of his friend Mr. Sonthworth, u girl
of 15, named Sarah. The other was a professional man, who
had not announced his name to the public, and therefore he did
not wish to mention it; bnt, he said, it is a common ccemrrence
for him to be carried about by the apirits, and he had assured him
that he prescribes for his ﬁatienta with great smecess entirely by
spirit dictation. Captain Hallett then gave me a very curious and
interesting history of the manifestations he had received through
Barah Sounthworth. ¢ Sixteen years ago,” he said, # I lost
brother Charles, to whom I was much a.ttache&, by the
wreck of Lis ship. I went to claim his body, and I expressed
sloud my sarprise to find it looking so fresh and life-like. One
of the first messages written to me through Sarab’s hand
rported to be from this brother, of whom I am certain she
had never heard. Captain Hallett gave me the message to
read and copy. It roms thus—* Dear Johnnie—I have at last
the satisfaction of controlling this medium by the kindness
of one of her epirit guardians, and now that the way is open
before me, I have so many things to say, that I scarcely know
where to begin, 1am glad, dear brother, that you have opened the
doors of your heart, and invited the spirits to enter. Many spirits,
I find, are unhappy, because their friends do not receive them.
J think if the unbelicving ones only knew this, they wounld
reflect & moment ere they let them suffer thue,” &e., &e. The
letter then goes on to speak of various subjects, and an allusion
is made to the circumstance of his going to claim the bedy
repeating the exact words he, Cuptain Hallett, said he had nee
on that occasion, and adding, * 1 then stood by your side, Johnnie,
aud was swrprised that you did not recognise me.” The message
is written quite sailor-fashion, full of seafaring phrases, snd
1 completely satisfied Captain Hallett of the identity of his
brother's spirit,

After the lapse of somo months, Captain Hallett got another
written measage through Sarah Southworth, which I think is
worth transcribing in full, and it is /s followa:—

% Dear Brother Jolhonie—1 have, at last, got the control of
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this mediom again, thongh she is much used np; bat I
I can ;%erher in%o a safe E;:lt:zur after 1 gatpt’hmngb,
althongh I ain’t much used to this kind of rigging. I1haw
many friends that I would like to speak to, but they are so much
wrapped up in the mista of ortbodoxy, that I can scarcely see
them. Tf 1 conld get a chance 1 should talk plain, for the
doctrines thoy believe can no more nourish the soul, than pavinﬁ
stones can the human body. Oh, the inconsistency of mankind
They shut themselves up in their houses, bolt the doors, and bar
the windows, and then call upon God to reveal himself. There
is a mighty change sweeping through the carth, Johnnie. It
speaks in thunder tones, and startles the pricst at his sltar—the
king on his throne. The blade is mow drawn, and the bammer
unrolled, for the stroggle between the old and the new; and
though the sea may roll mountains, it cannot prevail against this
mighty spirit, Humanity has wrangled over musty creeds tox
long; but when the light of the present and past are combined,
a ﬁorioua day will dawn wupon tﬂe world. g?ﬂm has beem an
animal long enough—be men and women now. An have
come to earth for a purpose—Ilet it not be thwarted. Communt-
cations now come, and the world heeds them; and in time, they
shall give place to a grand, noble, inspiring religion, where Giod
shall bo worshipped m spirit and ip truth, These rappiogs
broke the shell of selfishnaess, and man is free; and when he is
once free, and has plumed his winga and soared away on the
brecze of liberty, he cannot return, and, hugging his wings clese
to his side, entor the old shell again. He may put his head s,
Lt his heart wiil be outside. %t is by the power of will that
man communes with man. Spirits send out their thoughts upon
this magnetic ether, and very few are insulated from this power.
Inspiration comes not in words, but in ideas, and flows in mighty
currents through the human mind. Many upon earth, in coming
time, wiil recognise the good seed that has been sown, and takess
root, which will yield an abundant harvest. Hell fire and
damnation have dono their work: so long as the humsan beart
remained cold as an iceberg, such a fire conld be tolerated; bat
now it is being warmed with the fire of love, and so the fire of
brimstone i3 failing, and those Divine teachers who for eighteen
Lundred years have been endeavouring to teach the Good Father
the error of His ways—that it is His duty to dama nine-tenths
of Hia children, and divide heaven among the few that be saved:
—will, no doubt, take a rea voyage for the benefit of their Lealth,
and to enlighten the heathen a little further away from home.
heard a minister say the other day that he thought God
ought to send A rain of fire and brimstone on the earth, i
was a0 wicked. Dut I dare say he would like to be pershed

PRGN |

)



41

op somewhere out of harm's way. I knew at once what
sort of man he was, by his ideas of our Heavenly Father.
But why is it that the world is not better, when CEristia.nit
has been the m]ing%l power for eighteen hundred years?

the world is so wicked, it is certainly time that God sent hia
spirit-meesengers to redeem it. I have been wanting to write to
you sometime, Johnnie. I don’t make much head-way though
~—Maum’s the word. Sister Lucy's playmate Sarah is here, and
will write to her soon. I will steer this craft into port now, so
gond-bye, Johnnie—from your spirit brother—CHARLEY.”

% Mum’s the word” 18 an allusion to the Doctor, through
whose mediumship it appears the spirit ocessionally manifested
to bis brother,

The readers of the Spiritual Magazine were made aware some
few months age of an entirely new and very remarkable develo
ment of spirit-power through the mediumship of Mrs. ¥rench,
which was then exciting great attention in New York, It was
stated on the anthority of Dr. Gray, Dr. Hallock, and several
other well-known and intelligent Spiritualists that elaborate
pencil drawings had been done in their presence by the spirits in
the inconceivably short space of a few seconds. Eefore leaving
for America my friends requested especially that I should try to
see and report upon this new phenomenon; I accordingly took
the earliest opportunity after my arrival in New York of making
the acquaintauco of Mys. French; she resides together with her
daughter at the house of Mr. J. éulhertson, No. 8, 4th Avenue,
whe is a serious, respectable, and very intelligent man—one upon
whose word without enquiry I should be disposed at once to rely.
Mr. Culbertson took some trouble to explain to me Mrs, French's
history, and mdre particularly the incidents attendant on this new
dﬁ"ﬂlﬁpﬂlﬁﬂt OF INSTANTANEOUS SPIRIT-DRAWING PRODUCED
WITHOUT THE AID OF HUMAN AGENCY. Mra, ¥rench it appears
has from her childhood had peculiar gifts, and several extraordi-
maxry stories are told of her power of second sight at a very earl
#gze, and since the first advent of the “ Modern Spiritual Mani-
festations” she has been prominent as a trance-speaking medium
and medical clairvoyant, and she now practises as a * physician,”
which title with her name is inseribed on her door-plate. The
new development is entirely apart from her professional avoca-
sious, and 18 only exhibited occasionally, being without her con-
#rol, inssmuch as the spirits entrance her first, and then make
tlieir own arrangements for a séance. 'The circumstances imme-
diately precediuﬁ- and attendant on this new and most extraordi-

of Mrs. French's mediumship were thus described to

-:::y by Mr. Culbertson,

On the 15th of February, 1860, Mrs, French left her house
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at two p.m., snd retarned at five. Tthad been mmowing furiously
sll the day, and the side walks and streets were almost impassable
from the melted snow and deep mud. She said she had 48
visit Mrs. Melins, alady friend of hers residingat Broeklyn, which,
.aa my readers no doubt know, is a town lying on the opposite bank
of the river to New York., Whilst there she said she had been
entranced, and the spirits had made to Mrs. Melins some indefinite
E:edjction of coming events, which they said, if reatmed, would

the greatest poasible proof! of spirit-power, Mzs. Fren 3&3
of other communications which had transpired at Mrs. Melins',
and added that she did not leave her house until 35 minotes past
four, that she had no recollection how she got to Brooklyn mor
back again, nor of anything on the way until she found harself
in the street cars opposite her own door. Mr. Culbertson and
her family listened to her statement in doubt and astoni
and councluded that there must be some delusion, that she
concealed herself in a trance, aud had never left the honse, #ince
there was no appearance whatever in her drees to indicate that
she had been in the streeta.  She had on thin shoes, they were not
on the least soiled, and her stocl:ings were not even damp, and the
time occupied in coming from Brooklyn, according to her state-
ment, was al least halt” an hour less than the journey could be
done in under ordinary circumstances,

Whilst they were cross—questioning her she became entranced,
and a spirit apeakinf through her said—% You need not donbt
her, all she has said is trne; Mrs, Meling will confirm it. Mra,
French did rot ride from the ferry at Brooklyn to Mrs. Melins’
house, nor back again to the boat, nor did she ride on this side to
or from the cars, and she did come home in the time she has
stated.” Mr. Culbertson and Mre. French’s daughters were very
much puzzled and surprised at thisstatement, and asked—% How
is it if she did not ride that her shoes and feet are not wet, and
her dress unsoiled ? Bhe could not possibly step even across the
gide walk without wetting her feet in the present slushy state of
the streets.” The spirit answered—* She was in our hande—ens-
tained by our influence j she could not, as you say, have walked,
and did not, she was carried along with a rapid gliding motion
seemingly walking, but not actually so, and never stepping into
the' mud.” Mr. Culbertson was disinclined to receive this ex.

lanation, but locking at all the facts it was inevitably so, sinee
1t was quite impossible that she could have passed to Brooklya
and back under ordinary circumstances. He then asked if they
bad carried her across the river, they said “No, the electrical
emanations of the earth and water differ, besides there was no
necessity for incurring unnecessary risks nor for attracting atten-
tion which we especially wished to aveid, very few persons saw

N
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her, gavery few wore out in such a day in the streets at Brooklyn.”
In the evening of the same day Mrs. French went out to me &
professional visit, and though she had gone fully prepared with
thick hoots, she returned home with wet feet, s.ng 513.2 ap
ance of having had to tramp ag other people through the thick
mnd of the strests.

On the following day she went out again in a mysterious way ;
was absent four hours, and could give no aceount of herself, but a{le
broaght home with her some drawing paper, pencils, and rubber,
though no one knew with what object. In the evening she sent
for ﬁ . Melins to come to her immediately, and though all thia
wan very strange, her daughters humounred her, waiting to see
what would come of it. Mrs, Melins’ arrival she El]ly cor-
roborated Mrs, French's statements of her visit on the previous
day—and they all, including several friends, accompanied her to
the drawing-room, where, selecting a small table, she placed it in
the centre of the room, and invited them to be seated. She then
conmmenced, in a state of trance, to manipulate the drawing paper
in a very elaborate way, using wine and acids as a preparation,
and in thsrty minutes the first of a series of spirit pencil Erawinga
wis produced, and thus the mysterious promise made to Mrs.
Molins was realised. Several other drawings were done at the
time in like manner, the subjects being suggested by one or other
of the party, and the whole proceeding, though witnessed only by
thoee accustomed to spiritual manifestations created the greatest
interest and excitement.

Up to the poriod of my visit many séances had been held at
intervala. The sittinga were not of a public character, nor did
Mrs. Prench make the exbibition a mone ucstion, all who
came were invited ; and thus, even the most ee&lé of all ohjectors
have no foot-liold in this case,—I mean that class of persona who
if asked to compensate professional mediums for loss of time,
make sure at once that imposition lics at the bottorn though
thair sagacity fails to discover it.  Among these visitors, the one
'most constant in his attendance, as I found by Lis name bein
attached to the list of those who certified to the conditions, an
time of producing the drawings, was Mr. J. Gurney, who is an
artiat of colebrity, and the leading photograpber of New York;
#nd as this gentleman attended the two sittings I had with Mrs,
French, .a.ndg:vas in quiet conversation with her on the enly other
two easual visits I made to the houvse, I interred, but have no
nthar reason for saying so, that be mado a practice of consulting
the invisibles, and whilst others were smiling at his “ ailly
credulity,” he was very possibly getting useful, and practical
dspats, and aceumulating o fund of knowledge, which has already
placed him, though but a young man, at the head of lis pro-
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by a dark form about a foot above the table, the light shining full
upon each. By raps, it was spelt, * Dr. Franklin holds the card.’
On locking carefully while the card seemed thus suspended, I dis~
covered a dark form behind it, but saw no other face but that of
my wife, The fan was opened and shut several times in full
view while we were looking at it, and afterwards it was placed
in my band. The card was taken from its first position, and
held in front of the spirit’s eyes like a mask, and buth the fan
and the card were seen in a variety of positions. For an hour
and a half the spirit thus stood before us, at intervals invisible ;
but during these intervals of invisibility, the changes of position
and of flowers and robes werc arranged, each change bei
accompanied by the rustling sounds so often adverted to. The
Light gequently rested upon the head or shoulder of the medium
' gathering power,’ and 1n consequence of the nervousness thus
Broducad, and the delay at the outset, the spirit purporting to be

r. Franklin, probably found it difficult, if not impossible, to
make himself visible.

% September 14¢h, 1861.—The following card was written on
Saturday evening, Sept. 14, after my return from a drive in the
Central Park. band of music hady enlivened the scene, and the
music, together with the beauty of the park, is alluded to :—

“+] have been with you to-day, dear Charley, I kissed
your brow, and many times looked in your face to see if it still
wore that look of peace and happiness which I love to see.
Your thoughta were of the earth, but mine were with you, and
though music filled the air, there was nothing so sweet to me a8
Iw)rmu- voice. The cerulean heaven holds more happiness than the

egutiful place which you have to-day visited; but there are no
ficlds on earth Lalf so beautiful as those through which your
! Estelle’ wanders to bless her Charley. There are pleasant
paths on earth for you to walk in, green and fresh. There is a
sky above you, ealm and serene. There are clouds also, which
will often come to mar the happiest moment, The flower fadeth
the grass withereth, and the sky above you grows dark and
Elmmy; but the happiness that we feel, and the light which we

ave given you, lives for ever. Oh, dear Charley, what if
weary cares come? What, if disappointments shadow over yon?
Bear them all. 'What are the troubles of life to bear, when you
have one in heaven to share them with you? Always be happy
dear Charley, for I share both your happiness and sorrow. 1
long to cotne to you again in form. I long to stand before you
as naturally as when in the earth-form. I long to speak to you
face to face. Love to dear patient little C, . Sood night,
good night.

4t EsTELLE Y
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% Sept. 15, 1861.—Copy of card written on the above date—

#¢ My Son—When the atmosphere is eold, we shall have no
difficultien, no obstructions, and the promises which we have
made will be strictly fulflled with man blessings, Of one
thing let me warn you. When you sit at Kome avoid exertion
of any kind, but more particularly warn those who sit with you,
to avoid all and any exertion on their part, lest they cause in-
volun: movements of the table, and thus mar the beautiful
traths which should never he tarnished b thought, word or deed.
‘We can accomplish all without the sic{ of mortals, and Intter
will be the life of those who attempt to deceive, or misuse
this truth, Your truth and sinccrity are bright gema in your
nature. This is why I take pleasure in communicating with
you, and this is why I have chosen you to work through, My
eon, good night. “¢BeNy. Frankiin,"”

¢ Written conununications are not tinctured by the refloc-
tion of another mind. We come to you without a shadow.
This is why we are so happy to write our messages.

¢ BENJ. FRANELIN,'"

 September 22nd, 1861.—By accident we were behind time
about half an hour, when the following reproof was written on
a card, which I send to you. :
“iMy Son—PromStness is requisite always to accomplish

great obl]ects. A kingdom has been lost before now, for want of
punctuality ; henco it 1s, that we often fail in fulfilling a promise,
and are obli

ged to wait for some future opportunity to carry
out our wishes and promises, which we would never f!;.il in were
the conditions favourable. Always keep in your mind the
importance of the electrical chain which unites us with yourselves.
@ are very finely linked, and therefore the comnection is very
easily marred. When I name a meeting for the purpose of
coming to you in form, you must endeavour to be here at the
very moment, a8 we lose power by walting for you ‘to pather)
We are always ten minutes before the time, and when I was in
the furm, I never kept a party waiting for me—never failed to
meet all my engagements. Once, when quite a lad, not being
able to find my hat, I walked five miles barcheaded, in order to
get a eituation in a printing-office. The time is approaching
when all that we have promised will be fulfilled. My son, you
have a betier conception of this subject, and more clearly under-
stand it than some who have atudied it for years, Be and
faithful to your faith, . # Beny. Frayguin,'”

“ September 26th, 1861, —After the usual preliminaries, &
terrific knock upon the table startled us, This was made by &
hoavy piece of marble, by chance lying upon the bureau, which
was brought across the room by the spirits for the purpose. A
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brilliant light now rose, accompanied with rustlings and the
electrical rattlin%! and the spirit of my wife stood before us
¢ enveloped in white and flowers) Her face wass radiant with
spiritual life and beauty and expression, The light was held
by an outstretched srm and hand passing across her wailst, and
displaying dimly the figure to which it belonged., After five
“or six appearances of my wife, the light res n the floor
some L0 feet distant from me, then nsing, it suddenly darted
across the room backwards and forwards, until having gaived
sufficient power, it flashed brightly upon the wall, and brought
into relief the entire figure of a large heavy man, who stood
before us, Ho was rather below the medium height, but broad-
shonldered, heavy, and dressed in black, his back towards us, and
his face not visible. He appeared thus three times very perfectly,
remaining in view each time for abvut a minnte. 6 moment
his entire form was discerned by us, rappings commenced gimul-
taneously in all parts of the room, which continued during
the time he was in sight, as if to express delight at the achieve-
ment of 8 new success. On asking if the spirit we saw was that
of Dr. Franklin, we were answered in the affirmative by three
heavy dull knocks upon the floor, as though made by a heavy
foot, which were several times repeated. %uring this aittin% the
spirit of my wife approached, tapping me upon the shoulder,
smoothing my hair, and caressing me, while Aer long tresses ae
natural as in Uife dropped over my face, with the pecultar scont
of delicate freshly gathered violets. A new and very curious
manifestation now took place, shewing us how the echoes were
produced, and there was spelt out: ‘Igtrh'ng, kave you not been
rewarded? The light in producing these echoes or explosions
assumed s fily shape, nearly the size of my head, and 8o brilliant
as to light the entire surface of a table and the centre of the room
g0 that Miss Fox and I could see each other distinctly, as we
s various objects in the room. Then bounding up and
from the sn of the table some 12 or 18 inches it struck the
table, and descending on my arm, produced the raps or echoes.”

W September 27.—The tollowing waa written upon a card, in
explanation of the manifestations OF last evening :—

¢ ¢ My darling—I was eo h:i})py to come here to you last night
with Dr. F' ; and on that aweet occasion when I could
come in flowers and white robes, with a crown of happiness, I
was very happy, and 1 know that dear Dr. Franklin was over-
joyed. He lost hie ‘gower in lending all bis aid to me. Next
time you will see his face: the effort last night aided bim greatly
for the next meeting, Good night, darling. ¢ EsTeLLE.”

#¢We wish you to meet to-morrow might, but not for the
purpose of sceing us. We will not attempt again to comein
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