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PREFACE. 

MATERNITY, the relation that leads to it, and the 

responsibilities, anxieties, and agonies generally con• 

• nected with it, - the right of Woman to decide for • 

herself when she shall assume the responsibilities, 

and be subjected to the sufferings, of Maternity, 

and to the relation in which it originates, - Man, 

without regard to the wishes and conditions of his 

wife, heedless of the physical !and spiritual welfare 

of his offspring, and solely for-bis own gratification, 

imposing on his wife Maternity, with all its attend­

ant anguish of body and soul, - t~e crime of earth, 

- the greatest outrage one human being can perpe­

trate -on another, - ante-natal murder, - the ante­

natal history of a buman being, and its bearing on 

his post-natal character and destiny, in the body 

and out of it, - such are the topics which are pre­

sented and discUBsed in the following pages. 

(6) 
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The author has aimed so to present these subjects . . 
that_ no intelligent and pure-minded man or woman 

need to misundersf.l\nd or misconstrue his meaning, 

or be offended by his words and modes of expres­

sion. These subjects belong to the holy of holies 

of human existence. With them is associated all 

that is nearest and dearest to the heart of man and 

woman. In the inmost sanctuary of Home, these 

shoul~ be the topics of freest and most anxious con• 

versation. All that is pure, lovely, beautiful, and 

ennobling, in the relations of Husband and Wife, 

and Parent and Child, is directly connected with 

these subjects, and the views entertained of them 

by men and women in and out of legal marriage. 

But that which transpires during the period between 

conception and birth, as the foundation of character 

in the future man or woman,· as an index to their 

thoughts, feelings, plans, moti~es, actions, to their 

virtues and vices, to successes and failures in life's 

conflict, has been ent.irely ove~looked by biogra­

phers and historians, by poets and novelists, in their 

efforts to delineate human life as manifested in indi­

viduals, or in civil . and ecclesiastical combinations. 



PREFACE. 

MATERNITY, the relation that leads to it, and the 

responsibilities, anxieties, and agonies generally con• 

nected with it, - the right of Woman to decide for • 

herself when she shall assume the responsibilities, 

and be subjected to the sufferings, of Maternity, 

and to the relation in which it originates, - Man, 

without regard to the wishes and conditions of his 

wife, heedless of the physical !and spiritual welfare 

of his offspring, and solely for.chis own gratification, 

imposing on his wife Maternity, with all its attend­

ant anguish of body and soul, - t~e crime of earth, 

- the greatest outrage one human being can perpe­

trate. on another, - ante-natal murder, - the ante­

natal history of a human being, and its bearing on 

his post-natal character and destiny, in the body 

and out of it, - such are the topics which are pre­

sented and discussed in the following pages. 
(6) 



6 PBH'.A.OB. 

The aut~or has aimed. so to present these subjects 

that_ no in~Ui~nt and pure-minded man or woman 

need to mieunderst.qnd or misconstrue his meaning, 

or be offended by his words and modes of expres­

sion. These subjects belong to the holy of holies 

of human existence. With them is associated all 

that is nearest and dearest to the heart of man and 

woman. In the inmost sanctuary of Homo, these 

should be the topics of freest and most anxious con• 

venation. All that is pure, lovely, beautiful, and 

ennobling, in the relations of Husband and Wife, 

and Parent and Child, is directly connected with 

these subjects, and the views entertained of them 

by men and women in and out of legal marriage. 

J3ut that which transpires during the period between 

conception and birth, as the foundation of character 

in the future man or woman,· as an index to their 

thoughts, feelings, plans, moti~es, actions, to their 

virtues and vices, to successes and foilures in lifo'i 

confiict, has been entirely ove~lookecl by biogra­

phers and historians, by poets nnd novelists, in their 

efforts to delineate human life as manifested in indi• 

riduala, or in civil . and eoclesiasiioal combinations. 



PREF.A.CE. 7 

Yet all admit that physical, intel_lectual, and social 

tendencies and conditions are orga~ized into the 

body and soul of every child, q.iiring that period, 

that inust give tone and direction to the man or 

woman in all their future life. In their relations as 

husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, sons and 

daughters, brothers and sisters, friends and neigh­

bors, in all ~heir commercial, social, civil, and eccle­

siastical relations, their feelings, and their t.reatment. 

of all with whom they may bo associated, must de­

pend greatly on these ante-natal influences and 

tendencies. 

The life of every good man and the life of every 

bad man, the life of a teetotaller and the life of a 

drunkard, a life of love and a life of hatred, a life • 

. of forgiveness and a life of revenge, a life of truth, 

justice, and purity, and a life of falsehood, injustice, 

and impurity, the life of Jesus and the life of Napo­

leon, - who can determine to what extent all these 

have been, are, or '!'ill be, controlled b! birthright 

tendencies, and by influences that, befo1·e they were 

born, bore upon those who live these lives? Cer­

tain it is that, to ~ great extent, the diseases, suffer• 
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. . 
ings, and premature deaths, and many of the indi-

vidual, social, governmental, and ecclesiastical thefts, 

robberies, and murders, committed in the poet-natal • state of our being, are. but the natural, if not the 

. neceesary ree11lte of these ante-natal organic and 

conetitutional conditions and tendencies. 

To all Huebande and Wives, to all Fathers and 

Mothers, and to -all who hope to· enter into these 

moat ennobling and moat potent of all human rela-

tione, are the following pages earnestly commended, 
b7 • 

mB AlJTHOB. 

• 

• 
.• 



• INTRODUCTORY LETTEB. 

BosTON, Jann!Llly 10, 1857, 
Hr DBil FaIEND : 

IT ill twenty yean since I fint heard you diBCOurae on the 
MUiiion and Relation of the Soxe11. You stated then, in sub-
1tance, that the aoxe11 had power, each oTer tho other, to 11ave or 
to deatroy ; that all rational hope of the elovu.tion and perfootion 
of human nature must re11t upon a know lodge of, and obedience 

to, the la.we of Nature, det1ignod to govern thOl!8 relations ; that . 
man must look to generation, rather thu.n to regeneration, to· 

bring the race into perfect union u.nd harmony with the Divine; 
thu.t no power could au.Te either man or woman, in wlu.tion 

from, or in false relations with, each other; and thu.t if either 

einka or rillea, the other must follow. 
I waa but u. boy when I first boo.rd you utter such eentimonta. 

I did not then undenitu.nd their full import. They hu.d not 

entered into the experience of my inner or outer life. Yet I took 
tho impreaaion, thu.t woman would bo to man just what he choee 
and hu.d power to mu.ke her ; and that it dependod on mu.n to 

•Y whether woman should be to him u. purifying and ennobling 
inlluence, or a 10uroo of dogru.dation and ruin. 

(9) 
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From that time I had a de11ire, 10 f'ar u woman ii concorned, 

to place m,-,lr in ■uch rclation■ to her, tbat her influence on my 
life might be pure and ennobling. I have 11tu'died to got clear and 

definite TI81fll of my nu.~re and needs u a man, and how woman 
can moet perfectly acoompliab her mi■llion of love and ewvation 

to me, 

I am now a husband; made '°• not by anl enactment, cere­
mony or licellll8 of Church or State (though my marriage i11 
placed upon record, as an historical fact) ; nor by tho con8011t of 
any third party ; nor by any formal contract or bllrgu.in bohnicn 
me and t~e woman to·whom I hold thia relation; but by a law 

or n~ty of my boing; h1 a power, uneocn, but evor pl'llllOnt, 
and ever potent to guide, like that which binds the needle to the 

pole, or the 10ul to God. 
All that quali6811 me to boa husband and a father, I hu.vo con• 

118Cl'&tod to the devolopmentand happin01111 of my wiro, and or the 
children who may roeult from our union. I havo done this, not 

beoauee·11he demands it as her right, but eololy becauae I &nd in 

m,-olf a nect9.it1 for IIO doing. She mak~ no domanda on mo 
u a right; ahe aaka of me only what I fool tho nOOOl!llity of gil·d 

ing. Hy love for her givee me no rights over her property, 

her penon, or her alfootiona. It mak811 no demands on her, n■ a 
right, but it make11 great demand• on my own manhood. TruJ 

, conjugal love never creates rights over tho loved one, but nOCC6-

11iti811 in the one who love11. This nCClellllity i11 lo.id upon me, not 

by an1 arbitrary decree or Church or State, but 110loly by the 

concentrated, esclusive love, which, a■ a hu11band·, I benr to m.7 

wife. The purit1 and dignity ofm1 nature are involved in my 
yielding to thia D8Celllity. 

I would CODllllOl'&te my manhood to ·the perfection and bappi-• 

•- of my wife, and of the children who ma1 bo bom of our 
•Dion, in the home whioh, by our unitod eJl'orta, we hope to 
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create. Your oonVlll'l!atiun with me, 1111 a boy and a youth, and 

your oouneol, havo beon invaluable in the regulation of my life 
in my relatione with women. I haYe read your work, entit.led 

• "l\l.&1uuAGB AND PARKNTAGE; or, the • Rt>J1rod11ctive Element in ( 1 

l\fan ae a Mcane of hiii EJo,·ation and llappinOllll." To ua, in the \· 

home of our love, your tcachingg will o,·er bo 1U1 diYine oraclee, 

to regulate our relo.tion11 as hu,!!bu.nd and wife. We would em­

body in our livoa_ your " Ea.sEST " and " NINA," especially in 
rogi~rd to pArenta.ge, and the relation that loads to it ; bolioving 
tbat thoeo who do actualize that idou.l husband and wifo, cannot 
fail tb recoh·o a divine reward, in an ever-growing and an ever­

ennobling love and tru■t. To that bu11band wbo shall embody 
your Ernest, the love, the respect and truat of bill wife, will be . 

aw the aun and dew of hea.von to the opening budii of spring ; 
thoy will expand and beautify hie manly aoul, and cause hia 

mnnhood to give out all it.a beauty and fragrance, and shed a 

bright and ■toady light on the pathway of hie wifo, and bring 
enduring rest to her heart in tbe home of her wedded Io,·e. We 
would live in and for each othor, and in and for our ofilipring. 

We would be represontcd in the great human family by thoee 

whom we ahu.11 be proud to call our children, and whom all of 
human kind ehall feel honored to recogniao a11 brotheni and eia­
terll. We would not IICO our nature degraded, nor our glory 

tarnished, in ounrelvee or our poetority, ~ut wo would - tha~ 
glory mado brighter, and that nature moro noblo. 

I know that on the government of my pa!!llional relations with_ 

my wife doponde her health and life of body ·aml BOuI°;the hoaltli 
of our children, and the beauty and happinOllll of our home. I 

know, if she ever ia made to fear my paaaion, and to ■brink from 

the personal intimaciee of her huaoond, home, from that bour, 

bocomce deeolate and repulaiYo, no matter what may be the 

• natural or artiatio elegance of our material ■urroundinga. I 
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know ~ in proportion u 1he oheriehee a lo'ring and tru1ting 
:reepeot lor all .that oonetituta me a man, will ehe lo,ingly and 
oalmly ren in the boeom of • her hu1band ; and that the wot1t 

aond anetuary of our home, inetead of being an altar of oruol 

and meroil- eaorilioe of her bealth and lifo, will· be a fountain 
of eternal life and peace to u1 both,-a temple con800l'atod to 

. all true mauiCeetation■ of an unaelfiilh conjugal and parental lo,·o. 
I feel the reeponeibility that l'Ollta upon me. I would ha,e my 

wife U100iate my manhood with her own purity, and not with 
my ae1Seh gratification. I would ha,e her 1111urcd that my 
nature, u a man, ia under the control or conacienoe and reaeon, 
and held in 1ubjeotion to her perfect deYelopment, and that of 
our children. I would be an unaelfieh, noble hu1bo.nd, and o. 
true and happy Cather; a hueband and father who can 11tand in 
the pride and dignity of conaciou1 nobility beforo Me wife and 
children. I would be a MAN ; one whoae 10ul, ,italizod and 

1Dnoblod by the preaenoe and power of conjugal and paternal 
loft, ehall never oower before ita own oonaciou1Da, nor in the 

• J)n■IDOI of ita God, 

IC yo11 aan gi,e me your thoughta and feelinge in regard to 
panotage, and the relation that leada to it, you will confer • a 
AYGr Oil one whoee Ion and reapect for you will never ond. 

Youn; 
A IIUSB.AND. 
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CRIME OF AN UNDESIRED MATERNITY. 

Jttttrs ta a Jjusbanb. 

LETTER I. 

THE llOTBEl\ 78 POWER OVER llER CHILD, 

·MY FRIEND: 

I IIAVE read your letter with deep interest. Your 
inquiries respecting the mission . or the sexes, and tho 
government of your passional relations with your wife, 
seem right and proper, and what every man, who would 
secure and perpetuate the love and respect or bis wife, 
and tho purity and happiness of his home, will make, 
and on which, above all other subjects, he will seek for 
light. They shall receive frank nnd candid answers, so 
far as I can give them. I thank you for proposing them, • 

• as, in answering, I shall take occasion to give my vie"·s 
on a subject which, or all others, most directly concerns 
the organization and development, the character and 
destiny or the men and women or the future, and which 

• 2 (18) 

• 
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involves the purity·o.nd peace of homo, and the growth 
and prosperity of society . 

. - Here let mo aa.y, that on no subject should a. man and 
woman, BB they n.re being n.ttrncted into conjugal rela­
tions, be more open and truthful with each other than 
on this. No wornn.n, who would save herself and tho 
man she Jovos from n. desecrated n.nd wretched home, 
should enter into the physical rc)n.tions of marriage with 
a JllM until she understands what ho expects of her n11 

t.o the function of maternity, n.nd the re)1Ltion thnt ll'IIUS 
t.o it. • If 11, woman is mo.de 11.wo.1-c that tho 1n:m who 
would win her ns a wife regards her aml the marriage 

• relation only ns the means of o. logali1e1.l gmtification of 
his pnssions, and she secs fit to li\"e with him us a wife, 
with sucb a prospect before her, she must take tho con­
sequences of a. course so degrniling and so shameless. If 
she secs fit to make 11.n offering of her hotly nml soul on 

. the 11.Jtn.r of her l!usband's sensuality, s)1e must do it; 
but she hll.8 o. right to kno\v to what base uses her wo­
manhood is to be put; and it is due to h<'r, as well n.s to 
l1imself, that he should tell her beforehand preci:1e)y what 
ho wants and expects of her. 

Too frequently man shrinks from all allusion, during 
courtship, to his expectations in rcgn.rd to future passional 
relations. He fears to speak of them, Jest 110 should 
shock and repel the "·omnn he woultl win as a wife. 
Being conscious, it may be, of nn intention to use tho 
power he may acc1uire over her person f.1r his own grat­
ification, he sbull8 aU interch11116rc of views with her, 
Jest she should divine the hiddon.sensun)ism of his soul, 
and bia intention to victimize ho1· pc1-son to it, tho mo-

• 
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• when wrong exists ; to woman belong the suffering and 
anguish. Woman is the victim; on mnn rests the re­
sponsibility. Woman's appeal is to man to spare her 
this suffering and anguish, except when her nnture calls, 
and then will she, for his snke and her own, joyfully 
meet and benr the cro@S. It is meet that woman's ap­
peal should be sustained. I wish to sustain it ; and in 
80 doing, while my remarks will benr mainly on ?tfater­
nity, Paternity will necessnrily come :under review. 
Maternity, when o. crime, suggests the questions, Who 
is the criminal? To whM extent is ho responsible for 
the consequences? So, in fact, tho whole subject of 
Parentage is open, ns involving the conduct and reapon-• 
aibility of both parents. 

Dut, before proceeding to consider this wrong and 
outrage upon womnn, and its influence on her, I wish 
to allude to two foots bearing directly on· the subject. 

1. Tlial wl,icl, Jann.a tl,e bod'!J and soul of the 
, ckild must come to ii, previous to birtl,, tlirough_ tl,e 

maternal organism. • 
Pause, my friend, and contemplate this -fact, in its 

bearings on the birthright tendencies, tho chnmcter and 
destiny, of your child. You and your wife wish to have 
a child. She prepares herself cheerfully and bravely to 
benr the sufferings and responsibilities of Maternity. 
The germ, 80 smnll when she takes charge of it, in 11, 

brief space llSSumes the form of a human being, and is 
incrensed in size and in weight hundreds of thousands of 
times. 

How did the substance. rench 1t which constituted its 
growth? Every particle or matter that reaches it to 

2-
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form its bmin, its nc"os, its heart, its lungs, its blood, 
its bones nnd sinews, was prepared in the maternal 
organism, and was cnrl'ied to it through the medium of 

• her blood. WlmtC\'cr is received into her system, in 
~ ~ • tho shnpo of f001.l, drink, nir, nnd various gnscs, and 

7. . which goes ~ nourish hc1· brnin, heart, nerves, nml other 
-:.'.~ organs, and keep them in hc1,lthful a.ctivity, must go 

'-/ to fom1 tho corresponding portions of the child's body.· 
a-: .-/ '). Tho mnterinl thnt nouril\hcs tho bmin of tho mother 

-!• r .i"'·..1,· forms, from tho beginning, tho brain of the child; that ,:< ..., ,' • . "' , 1 ,vhich nourishes tho lungs nnu nerves of the mother 
A:_:'l •7/ forms also tho lungs nnd nerves of tho child. So of 

7 . "-, every orgnn nnd portion of the body. From whatever 
~ -<)(" the mother tnkcs into her system must como tho body 
~ . amt aoul of bc1· child. 

~-

2. Tlti11 substance, as it JHis11cs tltrougl, tlte matcr­
,ial lt!Jttlcni, must 1·cceive tlie imp1·ett11 of !,er mental 

and pkysical condilio11tt. 

Ponder this fact, sec its bearing on tho character and 
destiny of your child, of all children, nnd of the mcc, 
a.ml see if its importance cnn be over-estimated. '.l'hat 
it is n fnct, in tho science of Embryology nnd :Footnl 
Development, is not denied. Whatever temporarily 
off'oots tho mnternn.l blood, must J1Crma11e11tly n.ffcct the 
organic comlitions nnd constitutionnl tendencies, nnd of 
course the post-nntnl clll\rncter nnd destiny, of the child. 
This is much insisted on by writers on tho lnws n.ntl 
function of reproduction. • Thus ; Carpenter, in his 
"Principles of Human Physiology," llllYS: "Thn.t 
many of tho organic functions are directly influenced 
by the ne"oua system, ia a matter wbich does not admi~ 
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of dispute, - sometimes in exciting, sometimes in check­
ing, and sometimes in othcnvise modifyi»g thcm."­
(Sec. 946.) 

Whatever, then, affects tho nel'Vous system, nff4.,-cts tho 
organic functions. That tho nervous system is Jooply 
nft'ectctl by tl10 kind and quality of our food and drink, 
and by mental impressions, cannot bo douhu.'ll. Witness 
the infiuenco of tea, alcohol, opium, tobacco, nml various 
kinds of food, on tho nerves, and also of anger, grief, 
rovengo, fenr, love, bate, kc. As Carpenter snys, ".'.l'bo 
influence of particular conditions of tho 111i11d in exciting 
various Sl-'Cretions is n matter of dnily experience." lie 
instnnccs the increased secretion and flQ.W of saliva by 
tho it.lea of food, tho secretion and flow ot' tc111'8 by joy, 
tcndemcss: 01· grief, and tho influence of thq lol'o of 
offspring on tho mammary St.'Crctions. 

"Tho ac:mal secretions," bo says, "arc stl'Oqgly influ­
enced by tho conditions of tho minll;" instancing tho 
effects of n. " fitful temper," " fits of anger," " grief," 
"anxiety of mind," '' fear," "terror;" 011 tho mammn.ry 
secretions, and showing that thcso emotions often so 
poison tho mothc1·'s milk as pcnnanontly to nft'cct tho 
bealth, and sometimes destroy tho life of the nursing 
child. - ( Sec. 9-18.) 

W cigh \Voll the follo,ving sentiments of Carpenter : 
" 'l'hat tho mental state of tho mother Cl\ll produco_ 
impo1·tnnt alterations in her own blood, scorns dcmon­
stmtcd by tho considcr.itions previously :ulJuced in 
regard to its effects upon tho procC88 of nutrition and 
sec1'0tion, and that such alterations aro aujficicnl to 
determine modificatio,,. itJ tl,o <kvelopmo11lal pro--

,· 



20 UNDBSIBBD KA'rBRNITY,_ 

t:e88ell of the embryo, TO WBICII BER BLOOD FUR­

NISH.KS ·THB JIATBRIAL, can ecarcely admit a qucsti~n,· 
, when we recollect what influence the presence or ab­

sence of particular substances bas in modifying the 
growth of part.a of the adult." In regard to cases 
where children are marked before birth, he says : 11 The 
effect must be produced upon the maternal blood, and 
tra1l.8mittetl throu9I, it to t/u, f cetru,, since there is no 
nervous communication between the parent and off­
spring." 

I On every band, life is full of facts Hlustrative of the 
. . influence of the mental and physical conditions of the 

mother on the organic structure and constitutional tend­
) encics of the body and soul of her unborn child. AB 

tbe maternal blood is healthfully or otherwise affected 
by what she eats and drinks, and by her mental condi­
tions, so will the organization of her child be healthful 
or dieeased. If the mass of blood from which the footus 
is nourished and receives its material for growth is filled 
with disease, from any cause, the child must be similarly 
affected. 

This ia a fearful fact, when viewed in its bearing on 
tho poet-natal health and happiness of the child, aJ!.d on 
the character and destiny of the human family. . One . 
can IICIU'OOly avoid the query, Is it just to place the des­
tiny of one human being so entirely in the power of 
another 7 The power of the mother over her child, 
previous to. birth, is absolute. Through what she eats 
and drinks, during gestation, she can fix the organic 
BIid coostitutional t.endencies of her child to health or 
dieeue, to good or evil, to happiness or misery, and thus . 
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control its character !1,D.d destiny after it•is born, during 
it.9 infancy, childhood, youth. ind manhood. Not only 
through the character of what sho eats and drinks, but 
through her meutal emotions and conditions, through 
her amusement.9, her anxieties, her joys, her sorrows, 
her loves and hates, hor exaltation and depression, her 
hopes and fears, can she affect the birthright physical 
and spiritual tendencies of her child, and thus control 
its destiny. She may doom her child to drunkenness, to 
lying, to revenge, and mnko him or her a thief, a liar, a 
drunkard, a glutton, a miser, a warrior, a slaveholder, 11 

robber, a murderer, a pirate, or an assassin, before its 
birth, and while it is all unconscious of the doom which 
the mother is preparing for it, and totnlly incnpable of 
resisting the fu.tal influence that is shaping it.9 destiny. 

The mother. has a fearful power. It is absolute for. 
good or evil. Terrible is the doom of that child whOile 
orgnnization and development, before birth, were con­
trolled ·by the mother's ignorance, folly, or hatred. 
Emphaticnlly, as she is true to herself, she is true to 
her unborn child. It seems a mystery that tho charac- • 
ter and destiny of a human being should so materially 
depend on the food, drink, thoughts, feelings and pas­
sions of the mother during that brief period; but such 
is the fact, and we can only bow in silence to the fiat of 
God, being assured that whatever power the mother has 
for evil, sho has the same for good; and.that tho ques­
tion whether she shall use that power for good or evil 
·over her child is one which may be settled mainly, if not 
solely, by tho father, as will hereafter be shown. I will 
only say here, that the answer to the question, Will the 
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( 

mother use her power over her child for good or for evil 7 · 
depends on the answer to a previous question - Is her. 
maternity a willing or unwilling one 7 This question it 
is generally in the power of the husband and father to 
answer. . , 

Now, my friend, contemplate the bearing of these two 
facts on the post-natal character and destiny of your 
child. The germ is placed in tho maternal system, there 
to be nourished and to be developed through the sub­
stances conveyed to it by tho maternal blood. Whatever 
the mother eats and d1·inks directly affects tho nutl"ition 
and organization of her child. Whatever thoughts, feel­
ings and passions agitate her mind, leave their traces on 
that which goes to form i~ body and soul. How im­
portant, then, to the health, chm-u.ctcr nnd hnppine881 of 
tho futUl"e man or woman, that tho mother, during ges­
tation, should receive. into her system only the· purest 
and most healthful food and drink, and into her mind 
only bright, ·cheerful, happy, peaceful thoughts and feel-

• ings ! To her husband, woman looks for sympathy and • 
support to enable her truly und b1-avoly to meet this 
great demand upon her nature. She should be encircled 
by a tender, consecrating love. To tho father of her 
child she looks for this. Shall she look in vain, or be 
let\ to bear the Cl'088 alone 7 

Thine, 
- HENRY C. WRIGHT. 
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LETTER II. 

TlIB CRIMB AGAINST TUB IIOTHEB.-HOW IT AFFBO'l'S 
BER TOW ARDS THE FAT.DER OF IIER ClIILD, 

MY FRIEND: 

Before considering tho wrong done to tho mother, I 
would stato two points which I shall take for gmnted : 

1. That parents, alone, are responsible for the e:risl­
e,ice of their children. 

2. That woman, alone, has a right to say when, and 
under what circumstances, she shall assume tho office of 
maternity, or subject herself to the liability of becoming 
a mother. 

These two positions seem to mo so self-evident, that no 
arguments can make them more clear and oort.'\in. • Who 
is responsible for tho e:ristence of children, God or the 
parents 7 Who shall s.'\y how many children a woman 
shall have, and under what'circumstanccs she shall have 
them, the wife or the husband 1 Who shall say how 
often, for what purposes, and under what conditions, tho 
wifo shall subject her person to a relation "·hich renders 
her liable to become a mother; and to tho sutrc1·ing and 
anguish of developing and giving birth to a child ? To 
ask thcso questions is to answer them. Nature makes 
but one reply, and that will bo found in tho conacfou-
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ness or eTery true husband and wif'e, and father and 
mother. 

What is the influence or an undesired maternity on 
, the mother, in regard to the father or her child? is my 

first inquiry. What is it 1 It is Celt, but seldom 
spoken. It cannot be expressed in words, as it is Celt 
in tho heart. 

A woman comes into the relation of a legal wife. At 
once, it may be, the husband reveals himself to her in a 
way she did not anticipate, and she is mode to know what 
he expects of her, and for what he married her. She 
yields her person to his passion, not in obcdiencq to a 
call in her own nn.ture, but because she thinks tbn.t such 
is the right conferred by law and custom on the husband 
over the wife. She has, it may be, been duly taught 
that tho only way to secure and strengthen his love is to 
yield to his passion, whenever it demands indulgence. So 
she yields, and before she is awn.re, and before her mind 
is prepared to meet them, tho responsibilities, anxieties 
and sufferings of maternity are upon her. Grief, anguish, 
and a dread of some1'unknown, but terrible suffering, over­
whelm her. Consternation seizes the heart, 80 recently 
buoyant with tho hopes and joys of a loving and trusting 
bride. 

How will this new and dreaded experience affect her 
mind towards her husband u.nd the father of, her child 7 
As a lover, ho hod boon· 80 ~ntle, 80 delicate, and so 
considerate of her slightest wish, so thoughtful or lier 
happiness, and so unwilling to say or do anything to 
grieve her epirit; as a bridegroom, he hod promised to 
loTe and cherish her u his own soul; and she fondly • 
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'.••·.·.1•.··.' tnmed that no wrong or snflering .-ould ever ,...b hor 
. through bim ; wben, behold ! in the vcl'y beginning of 

their unital life, and befol'e, phy11ically or mentally, she 
L:t was prepared to meet the great dcmnrnl, he has impo.,c1l 
,s on ber the ncccssity of yielding up her holly anti soul to 
ii' tho keenest suffering to which she can ho subjected ; n111l 
::_ that without consulting her wi11hes, and contmry, it m:,y 
·a ho, to her earnest prayer .. As she pondel's on her situa­
J tion, and tbe experience through which she must pa11S, 

·.1· .... ·~. and from which dc-.itb to bersclt~ or her chiltl, or to both, 
is tbe only lloor of escape, bow must she ft--cl towar<ls him 
who lms placed her in this fearful condition ? Ile bus 

:;; suh1cct.e1.l her to tho neces:5ity, for weary _months, of 
it ,lri1~king the bitterest cup of lifo, and of passing thl"ough f the valley and shadow of death, he:,rt-sick, despomling • 
~- and shrinking from the final i"CSult ; anti all this, not 
:1 because she wishe1.l to be a mother, or he a father, nor 
:1- that they might blernl their bodies :md soul11 in a ne,v 
I and beautiful life, to be an honor to theiusclves antl tho 

.world, -no such motive prompted the relation in which 
conception originate1.l; but solely his momentary gmtili- . 
cation. She fccl11 that bis indulgence was Juul at lu~r 
expense. No conscious pride and sense of matronly dig­
nity, no high and noble nspirations, sustain lier, 1111 sbe 
reflects on her condition. Can she continue· to love 11ml 
respect bim ? Ile has done hel' tho greatest wrong. Ilo 
heeded not her prnyc1-s that he ,rould control his passion, 
and spuro her until she was 1·cady jriyfully to enter upon 
nn office so grnnd in its nature, and so sublime in its 
bearing on the destiny of an immo1-tal soul. To meet 
the responsibilities of such an office, and tbc physical and 

a 
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mental pajn and anguish necessarily pertaining to it, what 
woman but needs a preparation ? Who is sufficient for 
these things? Yet the dread liabilities are upon her, 
without a moment's warning, and without, it may be, 
any interchange of thoughts and feelings with her hus­
band and the fu.ther of her child. She knows not even 
that he wants a child, nor whether he will receive it with 
a blessing or a curse. She knows not what heart-support 

{ ,he will ...,; ... from him m the moment of her trial and 
her anguish. He _has bad no conversation with her on· 
these subjects, n.nd given her no assurance as to the na~ 
ural results to her of his passional relations with her ; 
expressed no anxiety, no expectations, no hopes, as to 
_her liability' to become a mother. He bas had no further 
wish or anxiety, except for his own selfish gratification. 
He baa, it may be, avoided, as indelicate and improper, 
all allusion to questions so vital to the }ife and happiness 
of his. newly-wedded wife. All she hns to rest upon is 
the indefinite. n.ss~rance, given before God and man, that 
he . will cherish, protect and en.re for lier. • Wl,y he • 
promised to protect and care for her, whether ns a mere 
means of BODsual gratification, or for holier and more 
exalted purposes, she has no n.ssumnce. Not one word, 
it may be, bns be ever spoken to her respecting the 
motives that have prompted him to seek her as a wife. 
0, woman I woman ! how· dare you enter into such a 
relation with a man, without knowing what he expects 
of you? 

The wife, in such a situation, cannot cherish loving 
and ~er thoughts of her husband when absent, nor . 
noeiTe hie caresaea with rapture when present. She 
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bears in herself the result of the wrong ho baa inflicted 
on her. It is ever present to her thoughts and emotions. 
She cannot escape from it but by an outrage on herself 
and child ; and as, in her moments of solitary suffering 
and anguish, she reflects on her condition, and why she 
must endure them,. how can she regard the author of 
them with loving respecl 7 The sense of the wrong done 
her is ever present,-can she tenderly cherish the wrong­
doer, especially when he continues to demand of her a. 
constant renewal of the relation in :which her present 
afflictions and fo~bodings of future sorrows originated 't 
She cannot; for he, by inflicting on her a maternity 1 
which her own soul cannot sanction, and from which, , 
perhaps; she shrinks with horror, hDS rendered himself ' 
unworthy her love and respect. 

It is in vain to urge a woman thus situated to love and 
honor her husband. At no command of God or man can 
she, 118 a wife, love and cherish him. . Indeed, no wife 
can love her husband at tho word of command. If she. 
loves him at all, it is because she must, not because she 
is ordered to do it. Her love will flow out to him as a 
necessity of her being, not by the command of a third 
party. If he has _no power to call it out and concentrate 
it on himself, it will not go out to him. Nothing can 
force it out. She is not to blame if she does not love 
him. She gives him all he hDS power to awaken and • 
call out, -,- all the love he hllS power to take ; more ho 
has no right to DSk, more she cannot give. Her love for 
him "'.ill correspond to his. lovableness in her eyes r he 
will seek to render himself lovable to her, just in propor­
tion to the value he sets on her love. Expect no love 
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from a. woman bccauso she ia your legal wife. Tho legal 
bond can impose on her no obligation to love you ; and 
if it did, she cannot love you, if your person and your 
passion become disgusting to hor. 

Would you, my friend, increnso and perpetuate tho 
love and respect of your wife 7 Then bownro how you 
demean yourself towards her in regard to maternity, nrnl 

* tho relation that may, at any time, result in it. '.l'o a 
truo woman and a. loving wife, maternity, and the pas­
sional expressions· of her husband, must ever bo e1mo­
bling, or degrading. It is for bim to say which they 
shall -be. It is for you to say whether, as t11e father of 
her child, you sbnll seem to your wifo altogether pure, 
noble and ·attn1etivo, or selfish, ignohlo and rcpul11ive. 
You muat determine "'hether tbo mother of your chilJ 
shall see in you a generous, tender, kingly husband, all­
worthy to bo tho father of her child, and to rule over tho 
empire of hor heart, or a moon, merciless tyrant, having 
no purer or higher aim, in your relations with her, than 
that of animal indulgence, and whom it is impossible to 
respect. It is for you to BllY to what extent, and bow 
long, abe sbnll lovo and respect you. She must love and 
honor you, if you seem to her to be worthy ; she cannot, 
il you scom othel'\\"ise. How can you thus seem, when 
abe iB made to feel that for your grati6eu.tion, and 11gain11t 

• her earnest appeal to you, as a man and husbaml, you 
haT8 imposed on her a burden which ahe feels unable and 
uwilling to bear? 

J Maternity, when it exists at tho call of the wife, and 
ii gratefully received, but binds her hcnrt more tender}, 
ad dototedly to her huaband. As the father of her 
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child, he stands 'before her invested with new beauty and 
dignity. In receiving from him tho germ of a now lifo, 
sho receives that which sho feels is to a<ld new beauty and 
glory to her ns o. woman, - new grace nml attraction to 
her as a wifo. She lo,·cs an<l honors him, because ho. has 
c1·ownc<l her "·ith tho glory of a. mothci·. l\Internity, to 
he1·, instead of being repulsive, is a lli:ulem of OC'11uty1 a 
crown of rejoicing, and deep, temle1·1 au<l self-forgetting 
arc her lovo and rcvorencc_ for l1im who lms placed it on 
her brow. llow noble, bow august, how bc-,mtiful, is 
l\Internity, when thus bcstowCll and received ·1 

But, in proportion as it is holy aml ennobling when 
designedly confcrrt .. '<i and joyfully rcccivc<l, is it unholy 
nnd debasing, when undesigned and undesired. In pro­
portion as a mother's heart o,·crflows with tender grati­
tude and loving reverence towanls tho father of her child, 
when that child comes in -.1nswcr to the call of her wo­
manly and wifely natm·e, will it be fillc<l with aversion to 
tho ti1thcr of a child which she did not want, an4 which 
she is conscious is tho result of a relation sought oµly for 
a sensual purpose. 

Mamy wives become indifferent to, or positively and 
forever alienated from, their husbands, from this cause. 
Nothing will so surely and so irrevocably destroy tho 
love of ii. wife for n. husbund, as a disregard, on his part, 

· of her feelings and wishes in regard to Maternity, and to 
tho relation from which it comes. In nothing are hus­
bantls (through ignorance, I would fain think) so unmind­
ful of tho cntre.itics and wants of their wives, as in thcso 
respects. '.!'hey often demand tho surrender of their per­
sons without any inquiry into their feelings and coodi-

s• • 
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tions; consequently, before they arc aware, the Te'rf life 
or God in their hearts, - that is, their love an(l respect 
for iheir husbands, -is cl'U8hcd out of them. No won­
der, when we consider what liabilities, what. a sense or 
self-degradation, and what a shrinking of soul, are in­
volved, to a true ,voman, in a surrender of her person to 
mere sensual" passion, and to a maternity so droodec.l On 
the contrary, how certainly and how permanently a hus­
band will secure tho love and.respect of his wife, and her 

• perfect tl'U8t, when he so treats her as to make her feel 
secure that she is never to become a mother till her own 
nature calls for it; and when, knowing bis own nature, 

• he can aSBure her tbat ho shall never . sulucct ber to tho 
possibility of that suffering till she is able and willing to 
bear it! 

'When a. woman once fools that the power of her hus­
band is controlled by a tender love aud reverence for her, 
and a desire to subject ~t to her growth and happiness, 
rather than to promote his own sclfi11b ends, she l'Csts in 
bis bosom knowing no fear, a11SurcJ tbnt this very passion. 
will but intensify the holy lovo tbnt encircles her. When 

~ all fear of hia passion is gone, her love aml trust nre per­
fected. Dut let tho fear of that once settle on her heart, 
and her love is gone. Lovo and respect for tho husband 
~ot exist in the heart of the wifo simultaneously with 
a dread or his passion. 

. Would you, then, secure the love and t111st of your 
/ wife, and become 1LJ1 object of her ever-growing tc11tlcr­

net1S and reverence, never impose on her a mntcmity • 
which her natu~ doee not aanction ; neither sulucct her 
lo the pouwility or enduring the adoring incident to 
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such a situation. ABBuro her, by nll your manifestations;-'~!. 
_ and your pel'fcct respect for the functions of her nature, . j1 .., Ll 

that your pnssion shall bo in subjection to her wishes, • ' ,, 
and that she will never be nindc to endure tho trials of c, ~< ·,,, 

maternity, except at tbe call of bcr own soul. How ten_. 
dorly and reverently woulcl she, under such an assprnncc, 
1·cg.ml your physical, as well as your mcntnl and spiritual 
nmnhoocl ! 

It is not enough that you havo eccurcd, in tho heart of 
your wifo, respect for your spiritual nnil intellectual man­
hood. To maintain your self-respect in your relations 
with her, to p01·foct your grow~h and happinOl!l! ns ;L lm11-
band, you must cnuso your p/1gsic<1l nntm·c to be tcndcl"ly 
cherished and l"CVcrcuC\.'(l by lier in all . the sncrccl inti­
macies of home. No mntter J1ow much sho reverences 
your intellectual, or your social power, if she shrinks 
with disgust from nil contact with your person, if by rea­
son of your uncalled-for pnssionnl m1Lnifcstations, you 
have made your physical nmnhood disagreeable, nrnl all 
personal contact painful, how can you, in her presence, 
preserve a sense of manly pride and dignity as a hu11b;1nd 'f 
You cannot, if you respect yourself. 

One disLinctivo characteristic of IL true nrnl nohlc lms- , 
band is IL feeling of manly pride in tho physical clements :..; 
of his mnnhoocl. His physical mnnhoocl, as well n.s his '.\. 
soul, is 'dear to tho heart of his wife, bcc.'lusc th1·ough 
this ho can give tho f ullcst expression to his manly \. 
power. But if such manifostntions nro mnclo when tho 
wife is not prepared to receive thorn; and when she repels '-~· 

J' 

them and dreads the consequences, his physical nature "c, ' 
booomes assoo~tcd, not with the puro joy of .a longed~for . ,( ' 
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~ ./ maternity, but with a deep sense of shame o.nd degro.di.­
·-.., · x tion, with an outn1go on her nature, o.nd with tho pro­
:../ _ ':- tmctcd sutrering and anguish of an nbborrcd maternity .. 
---.... . How can she respect tho pel'llOn of her husband ? How 

"~; can she cherish, and proudly care for, the purity, health 
11nd comfort of his physical nature ? lie lms mmle it 
disgusting to her. Sho regards it us tho dendlicst enemy 
of her purity • and peace 118 a wife, and :as the bu.no of her 
home. She cannot look upon his person but na tho source 
of her degradation and ruin. In its presence, she feels us 
in tho presence of some hated reptile, from which her soul 
and senses ~brink. How can sho lovingly cherish and 
care for it? How can tho husband respect himself, when 
by his own abu.sc of his wife nnd of himself, he hll8 made 
his physical manhood thus contemptible to her? 

How can you, my friend, avoid this? Ho,, can you 
secure for your person tho loving care and respect of 
your 1tifo ?. There is but ono way; so mn.nifest your-
11elf to her, in tho hours of your most endearing intima­
cies, that all your manly power shall be ll880Ciatcd only 
with all that is generous, just and noble in you, and 
,vith purity, freedom nnd happiness in her. Mako her 
feel that all which constitutes you a man, 11Dd qualifies 
you to bo her husband and tho father of her children, 
belongs to her, and is sacredly consecrated to the perfec­
tion and happiness of her nature. Do this, and tho lmp­
piness of your homo is made· complete in righteousness. 

! Your bocly will be lovingly and reverently en.red for, 
because the wife of your bosom feels· that it is tho sacred 
symbol through which a noble, manly love is ever speak­
ing to her, to cheer and soatain her. 
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Womnn is ever proud, and justly eo, of the manly 
pnssion of her husband, when she knows it is controlled <.... 
by a love for her, whose m:i.nifcstations have regard 
only to her elevation and happiness. The very power 
which, when bent only on selfish inllu!~nce, becomes a 
source of more shame, degrallation,discase and wretch­
edness, to women and to chilll1·en, than all other things 
put together, docs ·but ennoble her, nd<l grncc nnll glory 
to her being, nnd concentmtc ancl vitalize the love that 
encircles her as a wife, when it is· controllell by wis-
dom,. and consecrated to he1· highest gro\\·th and happi-
ness, and that of lier children. It lcnd:J cnclmntmcnt to 
her person, and gives a fascination to her smiles, her 
words and her caresses, which ever hrcatho of purity 
an<l of heaven, and make her all lovely as a "ifo and 
mother to her husband and the father of her child. 
Manly passiol\._ is to the conjugal love of tho wife like 
the sun to the rosebud, that opens its petals, and 
causes them to give out their sweetest f1~gnmcc, and 
to display their most delicate tints ; or like the frOiJt, 
which chills and kills it ere it blossoms in itH richness 

. and beauty. 
Beware, then, bow you perpetrate this wrong against 

your wife, as you would secure her love and respect. 
Trifle not with the function of Maternity in her; for as 
this comes to her as the crowning joy and glory of her 
earthly existence, or otherwise, will be her estimate of 
you 118 her husband and tho father of her children. See 
to it that she is never subjected to tho possibility of 
becoming a mother unless she calls for it, and is ready 
with joy to assume the responsibilities of maternity. 

i 
i 
t 

f 
l 
l 
I 
> 

f 
r 
l 

I r 
I' 

l 
I 

I 
r 



M tlNI>iatHt) KA'rBllNI'tY, 

But I 'ffill let woman tell her own story. She can 
speak on such o. theme, and tell her own needs and 
wrongs, as no man can, The following extracts Crom a 
private letter will give you an inaight into the wants 
and feelings 0£ a. wife and mother in regard to this . sub­
ject. When woman speaks or her feelings while suffer­
ing an undesired maternity, let man reverently gh·c 
heed to her words : 

" M:1 maternal experience has boen varied, I have never boon 
the recipient of a designed maternity, but I havo tbat witbin rue 
which gives mo an ideo. of what itajoy and hl881lodn0!!8 might he .. 
I have never been forced, with entire repugnance on my part, 
into the relation which reeultcd in oonception ; and yet I have 
eull'ered the keenest agonios in view of euch a result. 

11 In the firet ,-re of my married lifo, I had no thought but 
to eubmit to the pa!!lliOn of my hu11band, without regard to tho 
coneoquoncea to my11elf. Ae e,·ery truo woman does, living in 
conjugal relatlone, I desirod to be cal'Otll!Od by my husband, and· 
to be preaed to hie manly boeom. I did not 11uppo!!0 it \\'1\11 

incumbent on him to control himself, 
"In an unwelcome maternity, I have aometimea felt a deep 

repugnance to the pwl8ion of my husband, - a Bense of docp euf. 
fering and anguish through it ; but I have usually beon BO encir­
cled by love as to make mo forgot thie, or rather, shun such 
thoughtll as sinful. But since my husband anil I have come to 
a truer knowledg'J of pnrontago, I have come to ' lo,·e, honor and 
cheriah ' thoee functions which I bad before only feared and 
obeyed. I think this i11 not tho fooling that married women 
ut1ually have towards the physical nmnhood of their husbandA, 
I DOTer heo.rd a woman admit that her thoughta reetcd on the 
pl1yeical nature of her husband with loving re11pect and womanly 
pride; but i haTo hoard, not unfrequently~ expnaiona of dill­
pt lnatead, 

" I haw known many in11tanoea in which the fathere of chil• 
.. , uiatenuonally and unwillingly oonceiTed, beoanie IO 
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npulaive to the mother, during g011tation, that they would be 
• made seriouely ill by coming In contact with them, in any way ; 
though ordinarily they woul<l be agreeable and congenial. 

" I. have boo.rd many women say they would gladly strangle 
their children, born of undesired maternity, at birth, could they 
do so with ea.foty to thmosolvcs. I believe, judging from a long 
and intimate acquaintance with many mothers, and from much 

• conversation with them on this subject, that there are many chil­
dren whoso e:dstcnco is un<lcsigncu by their fathers and undCBirod 
by their mothers. Yet among thoso heterogeneous and unnatural 
combinatioDB called marriagCB, there is enough love to produce 
BOme tolerable specimens of humanity ; and when there is any 
thing remarkable in development, there will be found physiologi­
cal and psychological conditions sufficient to produce it. 

" No words can express the helpl888ne881 the sense of porBOnal 
dcsocration, the deapnir, which sinks into the heart of woman ... / 
when forced to submit to maternity under udvC1'88 circumstancCB, ,i 
and when her own 110ul rejocta it. It is no matter of wonder '"( - • 
that abortions aro purposely procured ; it is to me a mattpr of 
wonder that a single child, undCBignodly begotten and reluct­
antly conceived, is ever 1mfl'cred to mature in the organism of tho 
mother. Her whole nature repels it. How can she regard ita 
ante-natal development but with sorrow and shrinking? 

" Sensitive nB woman e,·er iB at such periods, Bhe rarely meets 
wit-h any special con11idcrntion; indcod, that very situation i11 
too often ma.do tho occa.aion for incl'Cll.8ed p&l!llional indulgence_ 
on the po.rt of the husband, or of neglect 1md contempt. Woman 
must have l1ud, doubtl08II hns, a very large amount of what you 
call· the God-element in her nature, to enable her to do 11.11 \\'ell 
as she d0&11 in tho function of Ma.tornity, under such debasing 
and depr888ing inll.uenCCB. 

"The strength and energy of body and mind which wore· re­
quirod properly to develop and give birth to one child, have been 

• ot\en taxed to conceive and develop six or oight, or perhaps ten 
or twelve. Would it not be well to study economy in the funo­
&n of Parentage, 11.11 well 11.11 in aome other depnrtmenta of dom811-
tio life? 

,, ' 
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11 There aro fow, vory few, wivee and mothera who could not • 
rot'eal a IIIMI, dark picturo in their own uperienco, in their rela­
uo1111 to their hu11bund11 and their children. :Matomity, uud tho 
relation in 1thich it originates, are throat upon thein by their 
buebandl, often without rognrd to thoir epiritual or physiml 
conditione, and often in contempt or their eameet nnd urgent 
entttatiee. No joy oom0& to thoir ·J,earta at the conception .!Ind 
birth or thoir children, except that which nri8C8 from tho l~111-

IIC.iouene11 that they ba,·o 111nivod tho euft'oringe wantonly 111111 

aelfillhly inflictod on them. • 
" There are &eta onough illuetmting tho diro effoct11 of nn 

undeeignod and an und011irod mntomity to mo,·o tho wholo enrtb 
to 110rrow and repentnnce,.ir \Yoman, u n wifo and mother, 
darod gin uttoranco to tho wrongs inflictod upon hor and her 
children. The lMng illuetratioll(I orwomnn'e wrongs, inflictou 
on hor in the holy or holioe or hor homo, by th088 who had 
pron1itoed to • love, cbori11h and protoct ' hor, do now fill tJ10 cnrth. 
To the influoncee bcnriug on tho unborn bubo, in COllllC(JIICm.·o 

of the dialroganl, by tho hm,bnnd, of tho condition11 nnd wi11l11.'tl of 
the wife in reference to mntomity, and tho intereoul'tlO tlmt 
leada to it, must we go to learn tho caul!OII of much of tho wrong 
and lllil"oring ortbie 1rnrld. "~ 

When womnn'a rights in reg111-d to :Maternity, nnd to 
the relation tbat lcnlls to it, arc truly urnlcrstooc.l 1111ll 
appreciated by mnn, then, nml not before, can ma1Tiago 
become what it "'ns designed to be, - a • diadem of 
beauty, a crown of glory, to tho husband and wife, nnd 
"the power of God nnd the wisllom of G0<l '' unto sal­
vation to the generations of tho future .. Husband11 ! if 
you would secure the loving respect of your wives, you • 
muat revcre11tl1 regard their protest 36'8.inst an undcain.-d 
Maternity. 

H. C. W. 
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LETTER III. 

TJIB CRIME AGAINST TllB CIIILD, 

DEAR FRIEND : 

IN my last, I showed, at somo length, tho crime of 
an undesired maternity ag:unst • the ,1101l,er; how ic 
affects her mind towards tl1e father of her chilll ; how 
it tends to destroy all love and respect ·for him, instead 
of increasing them; how it destroys her self-respect, 
stripe her of the conscious pride and dignity of a loved 
aml loving wife, and reduces her to the feeling and con­
dition of a dcgnulcd, solf-condemnetl victim of legalized 
ecnsualism. She feels polluted, dcgl'lldcd, outraged ; 
and that, too, through the very function of her nature, 
which should have filled and thrilled her soul with con­
scious pride and happin088. 

TnB CRIME AGAINST· THE CHILD. - Allow me now 
to direct your attention to this. Let the· chi1d of an 
undesigned and unwilling maternity arise before your 

. mind., Ponder what life is, and how it is affected by 
birthright tendencies, - physical, intellectual and spirit-

. ual ; see what a struggle it is, at best, and how difficult 
it is for thoee of the soundest bodies and healthiest souls, 
happily and successfully to meet tho conflict. Call to 
mind the two great facts alluded to in a f~rmcr letter, 
Tia. : • {1) That whatover comes to the child before 

, birth, must oome to it through the blood and organism 
4 
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0£ the mother. (2) That, aa this substo.nce pnssca 
through her system, it must receive tbo impress of her 

'-... physical and mentl\l conditions. \Vha.tcver tem.porarily 
affects her _oo~ditions, mwt pc1-mancntl-y aft'oct the char• 
a.cter and destiny of her child. 

Yo11 may gricvouely wrong your chiltl, and sulucct it 
to physical and mental tendencies that may deeply alTcct 
its charn.ctcr and bappincss, dm·ing its ea1·thly existence, 
by subjecting it to tho lil\bility of inheriting the un­
healthy and imbecile conditions in which yon and the 

• mother may be, at tlio time tho relation wns held in 
which it originated. Mere seneual gn,tificntion was tho 
aole and single motive that promptetl to tho relation; 
nnd even in that, your wifu had no part. Her hc:ut, it 
ma.y bo, not only pmycd against ronception, ns a calam­
ity more t.o bo drcadccl than den.th, but this ve,·y horror 
of the consequences disqualified her to p1wticipatc in tho 
rclntion, .when it was entirely mutual, al}(l truly an<l 
rightly prompted. Iler very soul shrnnk from it; nml 
abe s11bmittcd"to it inerely to gratify you, or because she 
had been taught t.o believe it n. duty incumbent on n.U 
women who enter the married rcla.tion, - a duty to 
wliich she t1rnal submit, or be accounted 1\ fnithles., wife, 
- regardless of the wishes of her husbantl, a.nd ti,lso to 
her obligl'tions M n. wife. 

Duty! Talk_ of duty in such a relation ! A ,lut !I 
• ~ for a woman to submit to such n. relation, when lier own 

aoul not only docs not sanction, but lonthcs it! .A 
d11ty in a woman thus to lay her health, her sclf..respcct, 
and l1or Tory womanhood, on tho altar of legalizccl sensu­
aliam J A. dutv t.e ~o a prostitute, - a more t.ooJ . --• ----
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or her husband's gratification ! It is a. horrid mockery I 
As well talk to her of bet dlll'!J to cut her throat ! No 
ma.n, but a. scnsua.list, could over a.ccept the surrender of 
a woman's pol'SOn in such relation, when he knows it is 
made without nny call in her own nature, and merely to 
satisfy his passion. 

Your only object, it may be, in this relation, is mere 
sensual iHdulgcnce. Not ono thought or caro for the 
wclfi,rc of tho child that may ensue enters your mind. 
Consequently, you aro utterly indifferent to your physi• 
cal or mental conditions, a.t the time. Your passion 
being excited, your only aim is, its g1·atification. Your \ 
wife may bo in a sta.to of utter prostration, physicu.Uy 
and mentally, -severe toil, deep anxiety, snd disa~ ' 
pointment, or somo torturing care, may have exhausted· 
her energies, and reduced her to a. state or imbecility, 
for tho time being. Despite· all this, she is liable ·to 
conception. You l1ccd not her conditions nor her wishes, 1--, 
but demand indulgence, regardless of her happiness or \ 

\ that or the child which m.1,y result therefrom. She su~ 
mits, rather than contend. l\Iaternity ensues. Tho 
mother imparts no vit:llity to the child in its conception. 
It is conceived in weakness, is developed in joy1c¥, life• ( 
less imbecility, or intense anguish. It is bom a" idiot, 
or without sufficient vital force to develop it into life with 
tho ordinary energies and faculties or a man or woman. 

On all hands, society is full of the ,·ictirus or such a 
relation, -or a maternity forced on woman when, fa·om 
vnri'1US causes, body and soul are prostmtcd, aml too d~ . 
tituto of vital energy even for tho ordinary ,lcmands of 
daily lifo; how mu~h more. destitute of that fulncss u.nd 
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vigor of Jifo, so necessary to the sublime and responsible 
ac;t of true and healthy ooncoption I If over tho current 
of life should flow with doop, conccntmtod, joyous energy 
in woman, it should bo in tho moment of conception, 
when she takes charge of tho germ of II now 11nd immor­
tal life, nnd ontol'B upon tho sublime and overwhelming 
responsibilities of maternity. 1.'hen, imlccJ, she nccJs 
that all tlao energies of her womanhood should bo in most 
perfect and hc-.ilthful activity ; then, if over, she should 
be filled "wit_h all tho fuhaoss of God." 

Dut not only are tho•vital forct.'!l of your wife exhaust­
ed by other labo1'8 and anxieties, but your own energies 
are, from various cuuBCS, prostratetl. Yet, excited by 
some artificial stimulant, and when tho vital forces of 
your manhood 11re power1CBS, you demand ,._this relation 
with your wife. Mnternity is the l'C8Ult. What have 
you done for your child? Imparted to it, not tho true 
life 11nd vigor of your manhood, but its momentary imbe­
cility. Your child, it mny bo, is rendered imbecile in 
body and idiotic in mind, solely through your fau]t. 
You exhausted your life, nrul then gnvo that exhausted, 
aoulloss life to your child. You exercised no wise and 
manly forethought for your child. Its well-being en­
tered not into your llosigns; only your own gratification .. 
llonco, for your child's sake, you uaod no exertions, by. 
abstinence from exhausting toil or enfeebling amuse­
ments and indulgences, to exnlt n~ul perfect your physical 
nnd mental energies ; but by llobilitnting pl03Sures, by 
slocplCBB nights, spent in pursuit of amusement, by dissi­
pating games, and by exhausting indulgences in tho uao 
of narcotic and alcobolio drugs, drinks and food, you are 

... 
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rendered imbecile to think, to fool, or to net. And thcso 
conditions you entail on your chiltl us its birtln·ight, lifo­
long, fearful legncy, from tho effects of ,vhich no power 
cnn rcscuo it. 'Cim you do a grcutol' wrong to your 
child? Cam you commit agninst it a greater c1·imo? A 

_ living death is its doom. . 
When shouhl mun be a livi119 soul, if not in tbat 

relation in which 110 01·iginab.'S a new immortal ? In 
that moment, so repleto with humun dcstiiiy, if ever, 
eve1·y ncne. of his king should be fillC1l untl thrilfod 
with tlu\t creative energy, that conccntmk<l, vitalizing 
power which sniil, "Lot there be light, and there was 
light;" auul which suys of creation, "Ile spake, and it 
was dono; ho com111.111lfoil, 1111d it stood fiLllt." So man, 
in that moment of suhlimo co11s<.'e111tion of his mauhood 
t~ its pm·e~t untl most nugnst. function, shouhl hnvo a 
great, energetic, liviug soul, in n. lh·ing belly. Ho per­
forms am 11<.'t of dccpc1· significance than that which gnvo 
existonco nml glory to tho sun und stars - nn net, from 
\\'liich is to nri~ a lh·iug soul, tfonthll'SS ns G0tl in its 
being, and cnp;~l>lo of 1·euching unimnginablo l1eights of 
wisdom and love. 

Your child bus cl1~ims which you cannot, without injus­
tice, ignore, -claims tlmt roach beyond its birth, and 
even its conception. Its first claim is, to a dcsi911ccl cx­
iiltenco, if it is to exist at nll. Only in such un existence 
can it ho~ for a true and noble nnturo. Only in n rela­
tion, doeignod to give existonco ton wcll-orgimized chihl, 
can you exerciso n truo, rational, and tender forethou,Yht 

• . 0 

for your ofiipring. The offiJpring of 11 relntion hold 
• merely for tho gratification o( ODO or both parents, of 11, ,. 
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mere chance maternity, how can it but reflect with sor­
row and bitterness on the wrong of its parents 7 The 
child, u it comes to years of refl.~tion, feels 'degraded 
in its origin. No lofty aspirations, no tender love, no 
animating hopes, no earnest prayer, no deop, holy long­
ings, no vitalizing joy, no conscious pride and dignity, no 

• Gon, presided over the- relation in which it originated; 
but shrinking disgust in one parent, aml brutal sensu­
ality, and indift'erence to its welfare, in the other. No 
Gloria in E:rceuia was sung by ,mgels or men over its 
conception or birth ; but -sensualism, shame, anguish, 
and; it may be, curses deep and bitter, attended its 
entrance into life. Whnt must a child, as it grows to 
maturity, think of .an existence thus begun, and of those 
who could trifle with the deepest and most potent memo­
ries or thtl past in their offspring T Would you thus 
live in tho hearts or your children ? IC not, then do 
them not this foul wrong. On your part, let the exist- • 
ence of your child be a designed and a lo119ed-for 
existence. What proportion of coses of maternity result 
from a relation held with a view to tho development of a 
child? Few, yery few, compared to tho number born. 
The relation was held without any wish or design to 
have a child; but colely with a view to sensual gratifica- . 
tion. Consequently, the 'child must inherit, to some 
extent, the conditions the· parents happen to be in at tho 
moment. The child is robbed of a pure, truq, thought, 
ful birthright, and is the offspring of reckless, selfish 
possion, rather than of a tender, anxious, thoughtful and 

rfar-aeeing love. Never 11ubj~ct your wife to the possi­
\ bilit1 of a maternity which, on your part, ia undesigned, 
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ad, on lier ~ ....dea.ired. You renn1 will be~ 
• and· ame, in the eYer-growing Jon and nspec& of yaor 

wife, in the healtbfial and barmonioaa organiation and 
ap,rud tendenciea J ,oar children, and in tho coosciou­
:neae of an eYer-growing tendernea and noblene111 of 
maobood io yoanel£ 

The power of the modier over the cluid, after birth, .r . 
it conceded to be great; what, then, must it be before ? "'"~. 'l 7 
Who can eatimat.e it? Reasoning from the mets I have ,." ,1,---.., / 

1tatcd, we abould conclude it to be absolute, and without ~ <_. 

limit. For good or for eril, it must be great. The -.:_, _-( 
organic and conatitutional ~ndcncies of body nnd soul to 't..~~ 
health or diaeale, to good or evil, arc settled previous to 
birth. The character and desµny ot the future man or ' 
woman depend, cssentially, on those ant.Q:Datal tenden-
cies. These depend on the influences tbnt arc brought 
to boor on tho child during that period. Whatever 

· agencies boor, injuriously or otherwise, on the mother, 
must control tho unborn child with greater and more 
permanent effect. What influence hos o.n abhorred ma­
ternity on the conditions of the mother? It must be 
groat; but great o.s it is, it is still greo.tei: and more 
abiding on tho child. Its post-natal life will be-more 
affected by those ante-natal influences, than by all that 
are brought to bear on it after its birth. The crime 
agninst tho mother is groat, but the crime against tho 
~bi!tl is granter, and more enduring and terrible in its 
conscquonccs. 

When maternity is imposed on your wife without her 
oonaon~, o.nd oontmry to her appeal, how will her mind 
neoeesarily be aft'eoted towards her child? It waa con-
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ceived in dread, and in bitterness of spirit. Every 11tnge 
or its fmtal development is watched with a fooling of 
settled repugnance. In every step of its ante-natal 
progress, the child meets only with grief and indignation 

• in the mother. She would crush out its life, if she 
could. She loathed its conception ; she loathed it in 

' every stage of its ante-natal development. She cannot 
• love and cherish it, for nought, it may be, is o.ssociatc<l 

with ita existence, from • the beginning, but • pain o.nd 
sorrow. T~nder, cherishing, vitalizing love does not 
preside over ita conception o.nd development, but grief 
and anguish. Instead or fixing her mind on devising 
ways o.nd means for the healthful and happy organization 
and development of her child, before it is born, and for 
its post-natal comfort and support, her soul is intent on 
its destruction, and her thoughta devise plans to kill it. 

In this, how often is she aided by others I Thero 
are those, and they o.re called men o.nd women, whoso 
profession is to devise ways to kill children before they 
are born. '.l1hose who do this would not hesitate to kill 

~ , them after they are born i. for tho state of mind that 
~ would justify o.nd instigate ante-natal child-murder, 

would justify and instigate post-natal child-mur<lc"r. 
Yet, public aentiment consigns tho murderer of post­
natal children to the dungeon or the gallows; while the 
murdorora of ante-natal children o.re often allowed to 
pass in BOCiety as honest o.nd honorable men and women. 

The unwelcome child is ever before the mother. She 
regards it ~ a sacrilegious intruder into the domain of 

• her life ; an invader of the holy of holies of her being. 
She had D8T8l' called for it; it waa thruat upon her, ua 
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it were, by fraud. and violence. . Besides, it is the child 
of one_ whom this very outrage has caused her to dre:ul 
or despise. The child is ever-present to her, not as a 
pledge of love, an answer to the earnest prayer of her 
wifely soul, as a source of Jiving joy and ennobling 
hopes ; but as a witness of her shame and degradation, 
and of the great wrong done her by its father, and by 
one whom she hnd loved and trusted, but to be betrayed. 
She meets • her innocent, unconscious babe, nt every step 
of its ante-natal development, with a frown, and beats it 
back with threats and weapons of death. 

What makes that mother feel so towards her unborn 
babe ?- It is to her an mncelcorne child. Maternity is 
thrust upon her before she is prepared for it. Her body 
shrinks from the suffering it brings to her ; her soul 
sanctions not, but abhors, its existence. God, spe;i.king ~ 
through the body and soul of that mother, frQ.W.~ on its .: 
conception, its development, and its birth. Its motlier, 
an~<roil" or its mother, are conspiring against tho. 
health, the bnppiness, tho character and destiny, of the 
child, and of the future man or woman. How can that 
child, as it comes to man's or woman's estate, possibly be 
in harmony with God or man? Elements of strife were / / 
incorporated, by its father's agency, into its body and -1" _:.-, 

soul, ns its birthright inheritance. ~ 
It is vain to talk t~ her about cheerfully nnd joyfully 

submitting to her condition, and, for her chili!'.s sake, to 
give it a loving, joyous welcome. She cannot, by an 
effort of will, nor by any course of discipline, nor from 
considerations of duty, compel her nature to acquiesce in 
such a wrong to herself and her cl1ild,_ and willingly and 
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joyfully accept a materni9 thrust upon her in contempt 
of her dearest and most sucred rights, and in Opp<>j!ition 

. tA> her heart's appeals for mercy. She finds no call in 
lier nature for a child ; she cannot create it by an effort 
of will. She is not yet prep4red1 mentally or physically, 
to meet the sufferings aml responsibilities of such a rcla• 
tion. She can 110 more force herself into giving a loving I reception to that unwelcome chilJ, and to that undesired 
maternity, than she can force herself_ into a truo lovo amd 
respect for the fathe1· of such a child, and the doer of thi11 
wrong. 

• Just so far as she was accessory to its conception, and l a willing partner in the relation in which it origirrated, 
-i. • she is responsible, an'd wo1thy of condemnation ; but she 
~ ~. . is not to blame fo~· not joyfully accepting a maternity 

/ '- thrust upou her without her consent. As well blame a _ 
~ \\·oman for not loving and respecting a hWJband thrust 

upon her by parental, ecclesiastical, or civil authority, 
and from whom, by the instincts of her nature, she is 
strongly repelled. As well blame the flower for shrink• 
ing from the mildew that blights it, or the dove for 
shrinking from the vulture that would rend it. 

~ War is declared between that. mother and _her child 
'r. ,> before it is born ; a war that must be lasting as life, -
7 • a deadly conflict, to which the· bappiness, and, it may be, 

the life of the child must be victimi~orts ot' the 
\ • mother of your ch{ld, after it is born, can m~ke peace 

hetw~n her and her child, and obliterate from its mind 
. all _tro.cee of the wrong done to· it before it was born. 

And this internal, organic discord, this war, must extend 
~ you, the &ther, u.e well u.e to the mother. The mother 
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caDD.ot feel. toward your child, thus originated, ru1 she 
would had her soul rejoiced in its conception, its devel­
opment and birth, wit4 a pure, concentr.i.ted joy, which 
such a maternity alone can b1·ing. After the child of an 
undesired maternity is born, pitf for the helpless babe, 
r.i.ther than a. rapturous welcome to a longed-for treasure, 
p1·ompts her to care for it, - though facts domonstmte 
that a. deadly hate in the mother's heart can pursue tho 
offspring of such a. maternity o.fter it is born. Yet bcforo 
it is born, but one fooling fills her eoul, - a feeling of 
deep, settled hostility against its existence, - a feeliug 
that it has no right to be. Its existence is unsanctioned 
and unconsecrated by its mother. The child struggles 
into life against tbe spirit of murder in her heart. Tulk 
of a mother's joy over such a birth.,! It is blasphemy 
against Maternity. • 

Pause, my frierid, and let your thoughts dwell on this 
subject. You would exalt nnd perfect human nature. ~ 
You livo but to peop!e this earth with nobler types of £, • 

men and women. It is the only tl'Ue an<l great end of .2, 
life. If you would labor for this sublime o~ject, pause 
and· consider this c1·imc1 in its bearing on tho mother A 
towards your child, and through her, on the character "\ 
and destiny of that child. Enter into and comp1-chcnd, 
if you can, the feelings which an undesired mutemity 
must excite in the mind of your wife towards your child. 
Measure, if you can, the wrong done your chiJd by gi v-
ing it being under such circumstances. • See its helplc~-

i ne.ss, its.innocence, and the crime you pcrpetmto ugaimst 
ii. Can that child love and respect you ? Can it ever 
forgive you? Can it ever be reconciled to you? In 
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vain you talk to such a cl1ild about filial gmtitudo and 
obedience. It will answer by pointing you to 7mtcnml 

.,. _. w1-ong, inflicted on its helplessness Di110bctlicucc, in-
gratitude and defiance arc constitutional, - brccl hi its 

• . bones, organized into every fibre of its being. 
• Consiller ,veil the power your wife hol1ls over youl' 
child, nnd ovc1· its llcstiny ns a mnn or woman, nml nsk 
-Shall that power be fol' gooc.l OI' evil? Slmll it he 
exerted to give your chiltl a bcnutiful, healthy, vigorous 
bocly, or a bo«ly col'l'uptcd nnd tlcfum1ccl by a painful aml 
loathsome c.liscnsc ? Shall it be uSCll to secure to your 
child's soul tcmlc111css, tl'llth, justice, generosity and 
nobleness, or wrath, re\'cugc, meanness nml ti1lschood ? 
-to impress on its moral n11tu1·c the stamp of Dh·inity, 
or tho stamp of a thief, a slavcholtlcr, a pirate, a mur­
derer, or an ass,'lssi n ? 

It is for you, tho husband 11ml fatl1cr, to nnswel' these 
questions. 1llr1iuly, if not cntii·cly, you a1·e to decide 
whether this grcnt power shall. be a blessing or a cul'sc 

, .. to your child. How? Never impmtc Oil your _1r~fe a · 
,nt1tcr1tity, e:,:cept at tl,e cull of lter 01011 1tfl/1tre. When 
she is ready to take cl1argc of the germ of n new life, and 
can joyfully wcloomc. the responsibilities and trials of its 
development and birth, then, and ucvcr till tltcn, impart 
it to her. Then will a tcnclctness inelfablc, a lo\'e that 
is all-hoping, all-enduring. and all-pervading, and a joy 
unspeakable nnd full of glory, preside, like a "·ise nrnl 

. loving Provillenco, o,·er tho conception, ante-natal growth 
and education, and tho birth of your chiM. .k heart, 
tender, loving nnd vigilant as the l1eart of Goel, will watch 
OTer it for good. The perfcct~on and happiness of your 
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child will be-the one controlling motive of her life, and 
whether she eat or drink, labor or rest, or whatever she 
does, she will do all to the glory of that pl"icelcss and 
most welcome charge you have comuiittcu to lier care. 

How ennobling, how imposing is l\Iatemity, when thus 
bestowed and thus accepted ! How sublime its responsi­
bilities, how pure its joys ! How heroic its sufferings, 
how august its martyrdom, when thus joyfully and calmly 

, endured ! There is no her~ism of earth so imposing, so 
\ sublime, and so full of glory, as that of Maternity, when 
1 joyfully accepted, and lovingly and calmly endured! No , 

human act can be so potent and so lasting in_ its results. 
But no agony is so appalling as that of a Maternity from 
which the soul of woman shrinks with disgust and hon·or. 

The character of individual and social man, ancl tho : 
destiny of the race, are wmppcd up in l\Iutcruity. Shall : 
a function so replete with suffering and responsibility be 
imposed on woman, ngainst her prayers ;md her tca1'8, 
merely for tho momentary gr-.itification of 1mm? Man­
hood, as well as womanhood, e1·ies out against tho outmgc. 
All that is t1·uo and noble in· man says, " Forbear ! " 
Only that which is sensual, brutal, dcvrnsh, can pcrpe­
tr.ite this wrong ag.iinst tho mother and child, or ~pprove 
of it. 

Woman woulcl find rest and fulness of joy in man. She 
rushes to him as to her tower of strength, to shelter uucl 
he sheltcr8'\ to love and be loyeu, to bless a1td be bl~l. • 
A love that knows no fear, a tmst that fcai·s no danger, 
lay her _in his bosom, and prompt to and consecrate tlae 
entire surrender of her soul and body to his manly keep­
ing. Will you call that man true, noble 01· l1ono1·able, 

6 

t_ 
J.r 

• I ;,,_ 
~ 
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who can take advantage of a love 80 pure and a trust 80 

boundlces, to impose on her a suffcl'ing and anguish, and 
u. responsibility, for which she is not pi-epared, and from 

. which her soul shrinks; thus placing her i11 u.n unnatuml 
position in 'reg.ml to her child, and thus outraging his 
own offspring, by giving it ~ existence loathed even by 
the mother who gave it birth? What shu.11 bo said of 
the man who will commit a deed 80 u.trocious? A hus--

. band he is not ; he ignores the first principles of u. true 
and noble manhood. He is but a selfish, disgusting sen-I sualist. A father ho is not, doserving tender and .. loving 
reverence from his wife, but an ANIKAX., whose brutal 
gmtification is the fil'Bt law of life, and one whom neither 
mother nor child can respect. • . • 

But l will reacrve further remark& on this subject 
u:1til my ~ letter. • 

Thine, H. O. W. 
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LETTER IV. 

'llD CJUJIB .AG.ADIST fflB CHILD, .48 AffBCT(l(Q l'l'S • 
.AJITK-Jr.AT.AL .IWlJCATIOJr. 

DBAJL FJLIDD: 

In tho preceding letter, I have sbcnm bow, and to 
what extent, a maternity, undesigned by tho father and 
undesit·ed by the mother, aflccts the organization, charac­
ter and destiny, of the child. I wish to p11J'811e the 
question 1till further. • 

Life is before you, - a long and happy one, I trust. 
)fay it increase in goodness and usefulness as it does in 
years! Your power is great, nnd will be greater. Al­
rcntly the minds of thousands arc deeply and permanently 
infiucnccd by you. I know that M.u,, and not institu­
tions or dogmas, is the object of your devotion ; ihat tho 
all-controlling, ever-present sentiment of your life is, tlw 
1111pre111aC!J of mcm over /tis iucidculs. I know that 
you reverence man, not his incidents. You feel, and in 
your life seek to embody the truth, that mau is ctcmal, 
his institutions transient and cve1·-chnnging. Man is tho 
grcu.tfm:t; his religious, social, governmental, ecclcsi~s­
ticu.1, literary, monetary and commercial surroun<linhrs 
111'0 merely pa.~sing inci!lcnts of his existence, to be 
changed or cus~ away as suits his growth and conn,'­
nionco. Man is tho substance, all clso tho shadow. Thu ' 
appendagoa will be lu.id ll8ide, but man will ?ive, death-
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I~. You would never sacrifice man to his 
incidents; the head to the hat, or the body to the coat, 
- the enduring substance to the passing sh:ulow. 

You see and worship God in man, not in his incidents. 
In those relations which bear most directly and power­
fully on tho development, purity and nobility or your 
manhood, and on your character and destiny, you recog­
nize tho most perfect manifestation of tho Divine pres­
ence and power. In them, the gre.at thinking intellect 
and pulsating heart of the universe, - tho God-clement 
of Nature, - speak to you as in nothing else:-- . 

Ot all your relations, which is most potent to develop 
your manhood, to unfold to yourself, and to all, tho hid­
den' wealth and depths of your being ; to vitalize and 
call into manly activity all the powers of your physical. 
and intellectual nature? Your soul promptly answers, 
"That of the HUSBAND and the FATHER." No man 
who has lived in those relations can doubt the truth of 
your p.nswer. God speaks to you through your wife and 
child, as through no other being or the past or present. 
Through thoso loved ones, lie, as it were, rende1'8 him­
self visible, audible, .tangible to . you, and you meet him 
and talk with him face to face. They are his naturnl 
prophets and messiahs to you - the media through 
which tho God-element of . the universe flows into you, • 
quickening and . vitalizing, and arousing to energetic 
activity, all the powers of your manbood. Through 
them, an influence is throvn upon and around you, 

. which silently, but surely, defines and shapes your plans 
of life, and quickens, expands, and ennobles your aft'ec­
tiou. 11:' them, a PRBUNOB ia ever before you, whose 
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beauty and brightness illuminate your pathway, and 
which is ever beckoning you onward and upward, and 
breathing into your soul a desire and a. daring to re.ich 

' the sublimest heights of purity and nobleness. In'( 
truth, you may say, in your wife and child are the \ 
hidings of God's power, to form your character and shape \ 
your destiny. • 

Wh!lt, then, so important to you, as a true knowl­
edge and just appreciation of your relations as a. husband 
aml father? As a husband und father, you.can do mor& 
to elevate and perfect tho human type, nnd to save 
youi'SClf, than you can iu any other relation : political, 
ecclesiastical, commercial and social 1·elations arc- insig­
nificant, in comparison. I know you live but to glorify 
the nature you bear, and to enjoy that glorified nature 
forever. Such being with you the chief end of exist• 
encc, I ask you to weigh, with candor and earnestness, 
tho following observations on TUE .ANTE-NATAL Enu­
CATION AND l11sTORY OF :MAN. I havo long been 
accustomed to consider human beings in connection 
with three states, and to think, speak and write on tho 
comparative influence of these states on theil' character 
and destiny : 

1. Tho state preceding birth, which I am accustomed 
to call tho Ante-Natal state. 

2. The state between bh·th and death, or tho embodied 
state. 

3. The state after death, or the disembodied state. 
The two last, the Post-Natal spheres or states. 

Religion, government, education, commerce, agricul 
turo, mechanics, litoraturo, the press, tho convention, -

6• • 
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these, hitherto, have confined attention, almost exclu­
sively, to human life in ita post-natal spheres, embodied 
or disembodied. They take up human beings, after 
they are born, and seek to do for them what they may. 
to promote their welfare; and much of the doing con­
sists in trying to undo what had been done for t_hem in 
the ante-natal state. To a gi:cat extent, in promoting 
the education of children, this state has been ignored, o.s 
having no connection with the character and destiny in 
tho post-natal spheres. • 

Come, my friend, go with me back to thut which 

I Church and State have overlooked, and. view human • 
beings between conception and birth. The period :..a 
brief; but is it not important? Is it powerless? Are 
no influences exerted and no events transpiring there, 
of sufficient moment to render them worthy attention, 
in considering the history and estimating tl1e charac- • 
ter of tho individual man or woman, or of states and 
nations? 

Many years since, tho conviction was settled in my 
mind, tliat that period, though so brief, and hidden from 
observation in tho vecy...bmy.JR.li.Q~ of tl10 templ9 or 
life, baa more to do in giving tone to our fcolmgs, inten­
sity, activity and character 'to our passions and appetites, 
dirootion to our though ta and plans, and in moulding our 
character and shaping our destiny, in tbe post-natal 
spheres or our being, than all tl1at is brought to bear on 
118 after we are born. OUR ANTB-NATAL IIIS'r0RY IS 

~ TBB XBY TO OUB POST-NATAL LIFB, There is not a 

man or woman who ia not • living witness to the truth 
ofthiluaenion. 
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I think it cannot be doubted, that much of the physi­
cal disease nnd suffering, and much of the idiocy, insan­
ity, and mental and moral obliquity of our post-natal, 
embodied state, is the result of our ante-natal organiza­
tion. Much, indeed, is done for us before the germs of 

. ou1· being leave the patemal organism. They must, to~ 
a greater or less extent, receive the impress of tho ~ 
father's conditions of body and soul; and he will do n. 

• service to the world who shall show to fathers their 
responsibilitica in this matter. But 1.llutemily is the 
subject under considemtion ; .and in discussing this, my 
concern with the germ is after the mother takes charge . 
of it. Tlte period beltree,i conceptiou aud birtl, ia 
that to which I would call your attention. 

From a. long and criticµ} observation of fucts, and a 
persevering effort to trace the physical, intellectual, 
social and spi1·itual conditions and phenomena of the in- <i' 

dividuo.l and social lives of children and adults, in the , 
many thousands of fim1l1.ics in which, for o. longer or • t 
shoi-tcr time, I have been an inmate, I long ngo came / ','.,:, 
to the conclusion, that to their ANTE-NATAL EDUCATION, '<. v\ 
men and women are more beholden for their healthful or 1,,, 
diseo.sed physical • conditions, suffering$ or enjoyments, •.-

~ 

and for their mental and spiritual tendencies, their 
peculiarities of temper and disposition, tl1eir aptitudes to 
truth or falsehood, to justice or injustice, to love or bate, 
to peace or war, to temperance or drunkenness, to for­
giveness or revenge, to sexual purity 01· impurity, to 
hapr,mess or misery, than to all the influences that are 
brought to • bear on them, after tltoy are born, to what­
ever age tbey may o.tt.ain. These tendencies, whether 
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of ~y or soul, are mainly, if not entirely, organized as 
, fixed facts of existence in the individual man or woml\D, 

in their ante-natal state. T~ero is not n. human being, 
there never was one, and never will be, whOl!C wholo 
life is not essentially, constantly, and in its minuk,'St de­
tails, instigated and directed, more or less, by gestational 
influences. 

If this be so, where are we to look for the forming 
and controlling causes of human character and destiny, 
and of physical, mental, and· spiritual idiosyncrasies'! 
Whore shall wo go to find tho true foundations of biog­
raphy and history, and tho controlling clements of all 
religions and governments? Where go to find the main­
springs of war, slavery, drunkenness, polygamy, licen­
tiousness, nnfl of all the sufferings, anguish and woes of 
marriage and domestic life, that arise from the abuse of 

• the sexual element? Whero go to find the cause of a 
rcpulsivo and loathed maternity, and of tho horrol'!' 
to which it leads ? Where, indocd, but to the germs of 
diseases, and tho aptituiics to good or evil, that were 
organized into tho bodies and souls of men and women, 
as fixed facts and elements of life, by influences that 
wore brought to beo.r upon them, through tho mater­
nal orgnni8m, between the periods of conception and 
birth? 

This ante-natal education makes tho man and woman, 
. the Religion and Government, the Church and State, 
the social, educational, and commercial customs and in­
stitutions; and whoever attempts . to write the biography 
of an individual, or the history of a. Church or State, 
without reference t.o tut education, and its controlling 

• 
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power over human character and destiny, mils to present 
the whole truth. He fuils to trace eifccts to their causes, 
o.nd must necessarily give a po.l'tio.l or perverted vi"1W of 
the phenomena of life. 

"}}Ja:i;ima debetur ptteris revere11ti.a." [The great­
est reverence is duo to childhood.] Thus ao.ng the 
Roman poet Juvenal, two thousand years ngo. Rever­
ence childhood ! If this be so important after the child 
is born, how much more reverence is 1lue to unte-natal 
childhood? Be thy hnnd.s clean, thy robes spotlcBS, thy 
looks, thy tones, thy mien, temler, sweet, lo,·ing, rbvcr­
ential, and thy heart filled and thrilled with pure WOl'­
ship, as thou cnterest the temple of man's nute-natal 
life ! With these feelings, enter with . ma tho very 
holy of holies of that temple, over wbich Go<l spreads 
bis wings of tenderest love and highest wisdom, ns pro­
tecting cherubims and seraphims. Dehohl, tbere, tho 
uncon~ious futm·o man 01· woman, in a process of ges­
tational organization nml development, subjected to in­
fluences over which he or she has Iio control, and rccoiv­
ing a physical, intellectual, social and spiritual education 
that is to decide tho character, for good or evil, for hap­
piness or misery, in the great future that is opening 
before them. • 

See what o. future is wrapped up in that unconscious 
embryo mnn or woman ! It may be that tho fates of 
state's o.nd empires arc being inscribed, by some unseen 
power, on that bo<ly and soul. Already that unformed 
child may hold in its grasp the destinies of millions and 
of ages. But who is the educator 7. Who guides' the 
pen that is inscribing peace or war, liberty or slavery 
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life or death, to th088 millions and those ages, and the 
acroll of destiny to states and kingdoms, to religions and 
governments, on the soul of that unborn babo? Tm: 
IIOTllBR. Through her must come every ~lement essen-

• tial to constitute the body and soul of that child; and, 
u it passes through her system, it must receive the 
atamp of her physical, social and spiritual conditions. 

Keep in mind the great fact, that the mental sta,tcs 
of the mother, during gest.ation, must necessarily and 

• permanently affect every particle of that substance which 
goes to make the organization and growth of her child, 
for good or evil. Whatever injul'iously affects her 
thoughts and feelings, must perm1111ently aff1--ct the 
physical, social, intellectual and moml aptitudes of her 
child. 

Suppose that you have, u11designe1lly and without her 
consent, imposed maternity on youl' wife. On discover- • 
ing the fact, it becomes most repulsive to her nature. 
She is not prepared to bear the cross and endure . the . 
crucifixion. Instantly, her soul is filled witb murderous 
intent. She resolves to nip and crush the opening bud 
of life, - tp ~rocure abortion, - tbat is, to commit the 
deed of ante-natal child-m~rder. She does not feel that 

. it is /,er cbild. She may re~rd it ns '!lours, but she 
cannot acknowledge it as her own; and though it must 
receive its gestational development in her organism, sl1e 
cannot tenderly .and lovingly cherish and guiu-cl it, ns 
bone of her bone, flesh • of her flesh, and soul of her soul. 
It is so in fact, but not in her f ecli11g11. She asked not 
for it; her soul repels it aa an intruder, thrust upon her 
wichout her oonaent, and in contempt, •it may be, of her 
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earnest remonstmnco, - for thus it often is. The child, 
she feels, has no right to an existence at her expense, 
and who shall s:1.y it hn.s? An uninvited arid hated 
intruder is eihausting her vital cnc1·gics, 11nd robbing 
her of that which no earthly treasures can ever restore 
or recompense. Through her pliy11ical suff'oring and 

• mental anguish, an unhi<ltlen and loutl1c<l guest is feed­
ing nnd thriving on her heart's blood. Desperation, and 
the bitterness of death, nro in her heart. l\kRDER fills 
lier soul towards your unconscious and innocent bo.bo. 

Who is responsible? On whom rests the guilt? It 
is your work. You forced tbu.t heavy burden upon her, 
and compelled her to bear it. You thrust your child, aa 
an intruder, into the sacred domain of her life, to deri\'e 
existence through her organism and at her expense, 
knowing that she was not prepared to welcome it, and to. 
huml the forces of her nature to it.a • growth and support; 
nml contmry, it mn.y be, to· her earnest entreaties that 
she might be spn.rcd this pn.in and anguish till she was ~ . 
ready joyfully to welcome them. But you heeded not )-~ v'. 
her prayer; you assumed tho right to decide for her when\ ~ '-t<)· 
she was prepared to endure these trio.ls, and under what ~-/ 
circumstances she should be a mother. You must havo ~ . .,_o-' 

your stated grntification ; you have abused your man- (1 I 
hood and your wife, till this indulgence, as you think, , ~ 
lms become as essential a want of your life as your daily 
food, - as the dmnkard feels that alcohol is. as essential 
as air to his existence and happiness; and so you impose 
on her n. maternity which her soul abhors. You horri-
bly tn.x her vital energics1 "williout /,er crmaent." 
Murder is in her heart towards the uninv~ted o.nd • .hated 
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. intruder you have introduced into.the sanctuary of her 
life. 

That mother, wh0&e beart is thus filled with murder 
towards your child, is its etlucator ! Into uer hands you 

• committed its destiny; and in tho very act of 80 doing, 
you aroused in her heart th~ spirit of murder against tho 
unconscious, innocent being whom she is to nourish into 
life. In the ve1·y act of committing the germ of the 

. new immortal to her, you destroyed in her the power to 
. be its loving, nursing mother. You knew thnt she 

• would not and could not love and reverence it, nud do 
justice to it; that sho 1\"0uld hate it, and kill it • if she 
could. All this you knew, yet you forced tho charge 
upon her! 

Suppose your child wore born; woultl you commit its 
education and destiny to one, who, as you knew, would 
cherish murder in her heart towards it, who would "get 
rill of it" .(1\S the phr-.180 is), i. e., kill it, if sbc could 
without injury to herself,- yes, and kill it although at 
the risk of dcnth to herself, such being her drcucl nnd 
her loathing or the charge 7 You would, youl'liClf, he 
the mlil'clcrer, if you ,lid. Sbould you commit the posl­
•wtnl etl11c11tion nnd happiness of your~ child to such a 
woman, knowing her utter rcpugnnnce to the clmrgc, 
and her clct.mnination to "get rid, of it'' if she coultl, -· 
would you not he responsible· for the oonsec1ucnccs, 
whether she killed it, or whetl1er she preserved it ali\·e, 
only to infmm iuto it a deadly wrath and revenge to­
ward" you, nud towards afl of human kind? You would. 
You knO\'f' she loathed its existence when you thl'llst it 
upon her, and that she would destroy the young life if 

. . 



TUB Cll1MB AGAINST THK ClllLD, 61 

she could; and that, if it livecl to grow up under the 
training of such a spirit, it must be at war, in heart and 
life, with all its surroundings, must be unloved and 
unloving, hated and hating, and an object of anxiety and 
dre:id to all with whom it might chance to bo associated. 

What else do you do, when you impose on your wife a 
maternity unmskcd and abhon-ed? You commit ·tho 
Jcvclopmcut and cc.lucation of your child, during tlio 
most important und susceptible period of its existence, 
to one ,fh9 nssures you she is not prepared for the 
charge, who entreats you to spare her, and who loathes 
the very 'thought of its existence. Every clement of her • 
womanly nature, for the time being, recoils from its 
presence in her system. She plcuds that you would 
spare her this burden, at this time, nnd until her nutney 
calls for it, and is prepared joyfully to meet the martyr­
dom maternity must bring to her._ ITcctlless of her 
prayers, and, it may be, of tbreats of death to your 
chil,l, you demand the surrender of her person to your 
passion. l\Iaternity ensues. l\Iurder enters her heart 
towards your child, ·at the same time. She tries to 
"get rid of it," - to murder it. She succeeds. Tho 
young lifo you had committed to her Clll'e is nipped in 
the bud, as you were assured it would be before you 
i·csigned it to her keeping. Where rests the rcsponsi­
l1ility? On you, primarily nnd mainly. You mur,lered 
your own child, not, indeed, with your own hands, -
you droYe another to do tho dcspcmtc deed, and that 
other, your· wife, who came to you, with a loving anil 
trusting heart, to save and to be saved ; and you, to 
gratify your selfish passion, rlrovc her to tho oommi88ion 

·6 
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• ~ r-, :::Or the crime of ante-natal child-murder, - a crime that 

must forever weigh upon her soul like u. mountain of 
guilt and shame; a deed, after the doing of which, no 
true woman cnn evcl', in this life, st.-ind proud nnd stain­
less, in conscious innocence and dignity, before the tri- -
bunal of her womanhood. Sbo has done a deed for 
which brrcat Nature can find no excuse but ignorance; 
but which, c,·en when done in ignorance, she regards as • 
a violation of her just laws, and punishes as such, with • 
a.pprop1·fate penalties, - tho loss of eclf-rcspcct, au(l tho 
consciousness of degradation. 

Yet all this suffering, anguish, c1ime m~l conscious 
degradation, you, the husband, have forct,>t} upon her, 
solely for the momentary, nnd, undel' the cii-cumstnnccs, • 
most unnatural, gratification of your sernmal passion,­
a passion which, when controlled by mnnly lo,·e nnJ 
wisdom, and held in abeyance to tho health, purity, and· 
happiness of your wife and children, would bring only 
honor to their hearts and to your homo, but which, when 
thus indulged without regim.1 to the wishes nn1l comli­
tious of your wife, and merely for your pcrson:il pleas­
ure, spre.'lds m·imc, pollution, misery and den.th, n.11 
around. 

How dnro you, how dnrc any husb:md, commit tho 
destiny of his child into tho hnu(ls of one, who, ns ho. 
knows, thus lonthcs the thought of it., existence? How 
can you subject your chil<l to. the possibility of such a 
gestational orgnnization and de,·elopmcnt: such an ante­
natal education; or force upon your wife the suffel'ing 

'nnd anguish of a loothCtl nml hntcn rn~ternity, or the 
neceuity of. doing a tlcccl from which tl1e flOUl of every 
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noble woman must shrink with sickening horror? You 
could not do this wrong to your wife and child, till your 
manhood Wll8 sunk in _the mire of disgusting scnsual­
ism. 

A loathetl and hated maternity ! A woman, a mother, 
shrinking with disgust and horror fi-om tho thought of 
giving existence to her child! A mother's heart throb­
bing with murder toward the child o,·er whose· develop­
ment and education it is presiding! Do you say this is 
strong language?- too strong? That it cannot be 7 
Do you say a mother docs not, cannot, liatc and lootlie 
her unborn babe? Why, then, docs she kill it? Her 
spirit is known by i~ fruit. Is not her whole soul bent,· 
on its desti-uction, even at the risk of her own health '\.. 
and life? 
• " .. .Abortion ! " " Get rid of it I " Gentle terms, 

. these; respectable, no doubt, as some count gentle and 
respectable ; but used to cover a most foul, unnatural 
deed A11tc-11<1tal cliild-m1Jrder alone can truly express 
the nature of the net. If no murderous. hate is in the 
mother's heart, why docs she, kill the child? If you 
saw a. mother seeking to kill her child after it wns bol"ll, 
kno,ving that she ditl it because its existence was hateful 
to her, nnd because she did not wish to bear the bunlcn 
of its nursing nnd training, "·ould you not conclude that 
lier heart was filled with murder to,mrds it? So when 
a woman is willing to impe1·il her own life, to outmge 
e,·ery womanly clement of her being, and·· forfeit the 
conscious innocence nnd respect of lier own soul, to inflict 
denth upon her unborn child, you may bo sure tbat a­
deep and terrible loathing and ha~cd are in her hmrt 
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t.owards tho new and cxp.,.nding life which the huaband, 
for mere sensual gratification, bus thrust upon her. 

What means tho wide-spreading di1:1position among 
men and women to p1-ocure and to. palliate the murder 

• of children bcfo1-c they arc bom? One thing is surely 
indicatecl by it, namely, the illcrca.<fill!I scnsualism of 
men, an,l their determination to gratify it without regard 
to consequences to their ":h-cs and chiltlren. It is n. swift 
witness against their purity and nobleness, aml shows nn 
utter reckle.iSness in the pursuit of scnsun.l plcnsuro. It 
also opens the frightful depths to which woman cnn full 
snd h11S fallen. How many women of New Eugla.nd 

. have on their souls, at . this hour, the ineffaceable stn.in 
of nnte-natnl chiltl-munler? Ilo,v mn.ny bear in their 

"physical organism tho incumblo results of this crime? 
llow many families arc now suffering from it? Go ask 
tho men and women doctors, who, for gold, perpetrate 
this crime, aml who shamelessly ad,·c1·tise their infi,my. 
Tens of thous:uuls of wivc.i o.nd mothcrit a.re to be seen, 
all over tho country, at once tho perpetrators and victims 
of this cruel n.nd 1lis;:,~sting n.ct ; all, all to rulminister to 
tho scnsualism of men, 'who arc called lmsbauds ! Hus­
bands ! the guilt is m.'l.inly yours ; and the damnation is 
just. Beneath your fo11lwrong to their nature, your 
wives sink, and you must go down with them. 

Ponder tho following extract from a private letter, 
containing the experience of a wife and mother, in rc­
gnrd to enforced and hated maternity o.nd ante-natal 
cbild-murdor. The letter is of recent do.to; tho writer 
and her family aro known to me peraonally: 

.J 
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"Beforo wo mnrriod, I informed him (tho ln111l>and] of my 
d?OBd or hnving children. I told him I WIIII not yet prepared to 
moot tho eulforinga and J'Ol'))On11ibilititw or maternity, llo 
entered into o.n arrango1uen·t to provont it, for o. ll}lOCiliod tiwo. 
'l'hi11 agroomont was di11ro,.;11nlou. After tho lo•,;ul Corm w1111 

ovor, 11nd ho Colt that ho could now indulgo hie 111U111ion without 
}OIIII or reputation, 1md undor ll'l,'l\l nnd rcligio1111 111\llctions, 110 • 
im1i11tou on tho eurremlcr of my pol'IIOn to hi11 will. Ho violated 
bi11 promiso 11t tho oo,;inning of our nnitou lifo. Tb11t fi1tal 
bridal night! it hna left ll cloud on my 11011l aml on my b01Uo, 
thut cnn nc,·or lllu111 1nmy on 0t1rth. I cam 110\'cr forgot it. It, 

• IIOll.lcd tho doom of our union, 111 it doCII or thom•nnds. 
" Ile W1\8 in fooblo health·; llO w1111 I ; nnd hoth ofus mentally 

doprot<80U. llut tho 6il·kly germ Wl\8 i11111ln11toJ, nnd conception 
took plnco. Wo woro poor 1md dtltltituto, Inning mndo no prop­
a.ratione for 11 homo for oun10kce aml child. I WWI 11 lltrickon 
womnn. In Soptombor, l83i!, wo cnmo to---, o.nd 11Cttlod 
in o. no,\" country. In thoi\forch following, my cbild, do,·olo110il 
under 11 honrt throbbing with dread and 11ng11i11h a.t tho thought 
of its oxi11tenco, WWI born. ~\ftor throo 1uonth1' etrugglo, I be­
cnme J'O(,'Oncilcd to my, at limt, unwolcumo child. But tho im­
pr01!8 of my impnticnco nml hOl!tility to ite exi11tenco, previou11 to 
it.I birth, w1U1 on my chiltl, nonir to bo effac1,>tl; nnd to this hour, 
thnt child is tho ,·ictim ot' nu uml1.111ir0<l mntornity. 

"In ono your, I fouml I wnA ngnin nhout to hon mother. I 
wns in 11 Hta1to ofl'rightful d01<1111ir. My limt-bom Wl\8 sickly nud 
very troubleeomo (how couhl it bo otherwi110'!), needing co1111to.ut 
caro 1md nur11i11g. My h1111bim,l choppod wood for our support. 
or tho injusti,·o of bringing chil,lron into tho world to such \ 
poverty and mi11ory, I wnB then 1\8 BOn&iblo 1\11 now. I Wa\8 in \1 

, dci<pnir. I folt thnt donth would bo proforoblo to mntomity 
umlor Buch circum~tnncos. ,\ dlltiiro and dotorminntion to got ! 
riJ or my child ontorod into my heart. I consulted 11 lady 
frion<l, and by hor pol'8ul\llion 1111d nlllli11tunco, kill0<l it. Within 

• lllllll than u.yoor, m11tornity WIUI ngo.in im))OIICd u1>0n mo, with no 
bettor proepoct for doing justice to my child. It wne o. m011, 

, p!linCul conviction to mo; I Colt that I oould. not ho.ve a.no\her 
6• 
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child a.t tha.t time. All -med da.rk u den.th. I had begged 
and pra.yed to be llp&rod this tria.l aga.in, till I wu prepared to 
~pt it joyfully ; but my husband insisted on his gra.tiJication, 
withc;mt regard to my wish811 and condition,. 

"I con11ulted o. phy11ici11.n, a.nd told him of my unhappy state 
of mind, and my a.,·Cll'llion to 1111.ving a.nother child, for the prlllt­
ebt. lie wu ready with bis logic, hill medicin811 and instru­
ments, and told mo how to dC11troy it. Aller experimenting 011 

myeelf three month,, I wu suCC81!111ful. I killed my child about 
\ fiTe months after conception. 

" A few mentba after thi11, niaternity w1111 aga.in forced upon 
me, to my grief and angui11h. I determined, again, on the 
child's destruction; but my courage failed u I cnmo to tho 
pmctical deed. My health and life were in joopnrdy; for my 
living child'11 mko, I wi11hed to live .. I m1Lde up my mind to do 
tho boat I could fur lby unborn babe, whOl!O existence -med BO 

unnatural and rep11l11h·e. I knew its young life would be deeply 
and lutingly alTootcd by my mental a.nd physical conditions. I 
became, in a mou11re, reconciled to my da.rk fate, and w1111 u 
reeigned. a.nd happy 11.11 I could be under the circumstanCCB. r · 
had juet 81lch a. child u I had evory reuon to oxpoot. I could 
do no justice to is. How could I? 

"Soon a.t\cr tho birth ofmy child, my husband insisted on hie 
aecuatomed indulgence. Without any willh of my own, mater­
nity wu again forced upon mo. I dared not attempt to got 
rid of the child, abortion -ed ao cruel, eo inhuman, unnatu­
nl, a.nd ropulaive. I reeolved again, for my child'11 mko, to do 
the beat I could for it. Though I could not joyfully welcome, I 
l'CIIOlved quietly to endure, its exiatenco. 

" After the birth of thill child, I felt tha.t I could have no 
more to share our poverty and to aulTer the wrongs a.nd triale of 
an unwelcome exi11tonce. I felt that I had rathet die u.t onco, 

. and thua end my life a.nd my power to be a mother together. 
)Iy hu11band Cali the entire care of tho fu.mily on mo. I had 
-roe11 one hour to .dOTo&e to my children. ?tly husband atill 
iDlil&ed oa hill gratiJlcauon. I wu &he verioat ,lave 'alive, Life 
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had 1oet it.a cbarma. The graTe aeemed my only nf'uge, ancl 
Dmtb my only friend. 

" In tbie state, known u it 1l'IUI to my husband, he thrun 
maternity upon me twice. I omployod a doctor_ to kill my 
child, and in the dCBtruction of-it, in what should ha.ve been the 
vigor of my lifo, endod my power &o be a mother. I was llhom 
of tho brightest jewel of my Womanhood. I sotrered, u woman 
alono can 11ulfer, not only in body, but in bitter romol'88 and 
anguish of BOul. 

" All this I Jl68lled through, under tho terrible, withering con-
11eiousn08II, that it WU all done and suffered 80loly tllnt the paa-

• 11ion ofmy husband might have a momentary indulgence. Yet 
11uch had boon my falll8 religious and BOCw.l education, that, in 
•ubmitting my ponon to hill pRB11ion, I did it with the honCBt 
conviction that, in marriage, my body bocamo tho property of 
my husband. lie BAid BO; all women to whom I np11lied for 
coun11el, BAid it wo.11 my duty to submit, that hu11hnml11_ oxpoctod 
it, had a right to it, and must havo thill indulgence, whenever 
they wore oxcitod, or 11ulfor; and that in this way alono could 
wives retain tho lo\"e of thoir huabnnds. I had no altomo.tivo but 
silont, suffering 11ubmillBion to his pu.1111ion, o.nd thon procure· 
abortion, or lcM·o him, nnd thus resign my childron to tho ton­
dor morcics of one with whom I t'ould not lh·o my119lf. .Abortion 
was most repulsive to every f1.-eling of my nature. It IIOOlllod 
dcgrnding, and, o.t times, rendered me o.n object of louthing to 
myself. 

" When my lint-born was three monthll old, I had a dOBperato 
strngglo for my porBOnal liberty. l\ly husband inei11tod on his 
right to subject my person to his pnBllion, borore my oobo was 
two month11 old. I mw his conduct then in all its dogrnding o.nd 
lo:1thsomo injuetico. I pleaded, with tears o.nd o.ngui11h, for my 
own and my chiltl'11 11ake, to be epnred; and had it not been for 
my help!Ol<II child, I should then ho.To ended tho etrugglo by bolt­
ing my legal bonds. For its 1111ke, I submitted to that outrnge, 
and to my o,vn conscious dogrndo.tion. For its BAko, I con­
cluded to take my chance in tho world with other wive1 and 
mo~hers, who, aa they a1111ured mo, o.nd 1111 I thon know, ware, • 
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all around me, aubjectod to like outn,gca, and drh·on to the de-
• grading pmctil'8 of abortion. 

"But, e,·on thon, I IJII.W amd nrguod tho justice of lllY poI'llOnal 
.., rights in regard to l\Iatomity, and tho relation that loi,wi to it, 

u strongly o.a you do now. I so.w it all o.s clearly 1111 you do. 
I was then, o.mid all tho degrading inlluenOOII that crushed 11101 

true and juat in my womanly intuitiona. I insisted on my right 
to Ba.Y ,rl,en and undor what circu1D11tnn0011 I would accept of 
him the office of lfatemity, and bocJme tho mother of bis chiltl. 
I insisted that it wo.a for me to 88.Y when and how ofton I should 
aulijcct myllOtf to the liability of becoming a mother. Dot ho 
ooaU110 angry with mo; clllimod ownol'llhip ovor mo; insi11ted 
that I, DB a wife, WIUI to submit to lllY husband, 'in all thi1191; ' 
throutonod to loo.ve mo and my children, and doclarod I wns not 
fit to ho a wifo. Fonring aomo fato.1 comicqucnco to my child or 
to 111y11Clf, hoing alono, d1J11titute, and far from helpful friends, 

. in the fi,r West, and fonring that my little ono would ho loft to 
want, I atiilod all exprCl!llions of my honeat convictions, and 
ever after kept my a,·onion and painful strugglca in my own 
bosom. 

" In every rc11poct, 80 far as po.ssional rclationa hotwoen myaolf 
and husbnnd arc conccmod, I have over felt myself to ho a mia­
emblo and abject woman. I now IIOO and feel it mOBt doo11ly 
and painfully. If I wns with a child in lllY aflllll, I was in con­
eto.nt drcl\d of all pcnonal contact with my hm1bo.nd, lCBt I 
ehould hawo a now D1atemity thrust upon lllO, and ho obliged to 
wonn ono child hoforo its timo, to gh·e pince to another, In my 
mi110fY, I havo often cried out, • 0 God! ia there no way out of 
thia loathsome bondage 1 ' 

" It wu not want of kindly feelings towards my hu11band that 
indul'Ud this ato.te of mind, for I could and did endure o,·ery J'l'i­
vation and want without an unkind feeling or word, and on•n 
cheerfully, for his Mko. But overy fooling ofmy soul did thou, 
doee now,and o,·or must, protcatagain11t thocruol and loathao1110 
-injuetico of hu11bande towards their wivea,· mo.nifcatod in impoe­
lDg Oil &hem a maternit1 uncalled for by their o~ nature DDd 
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moa repulaive to it, and whole 111ll'oringe and relp0Dlibilitie1 
theJ are unprepared and unwilling to moet. 

•• Youn, 
"----." 

" Strong language ! " - " Too strong and sweeping 
epithets! " Can you, as a man, a husband and a father, 
read the above extract, and feel or say that my language 

• is too strong ? The above is the expcrienoo of u. lh·ing 
wife and mother, nearly verbatim as written by heraclf. 
It is a simple, unvamisbcd, affecting story, but lx-nriug 
on its ti,cc the stamp of truth, and the evidence of u. BCD80 

of conscious injustice inflicted by the husband, and of a 
degradation seU:-iuflictcd, solely to escape "·hat soomcd to 
her a greater evil. Cu.n such "loathsome injustice," on 
the part of husbands and ti1thcrs, towards their wives o.ml 
w1born childl'cn, he reprob.'\tcd in too strong tenns? 

Husbands ! it is youl' licentiousness that drives your 
wives to a deed so abhorrent to their every wifely, 
\\"Omanly and maternal instinct; a deed which ruins tho 
health_ of theil' bodies, prostitutes their souls, and mnkcs 
mnniage, maternity, nnd wom:mhood itself, degrading 
and loathsome. No tel'ms can sufficiently choi-acterizc 
tho cruelty, meanness, nnd disgusting sclfislmcHS and 
injustice of your comluct, when you impose on them a 
mnternity so detested as to dl"ive them to the dcspcmtion 

• of killing tbeh· unborn childl'en, nnd often themscl\'cs. 
Is it a wonder that wives seek to justify tbcmsch·es in 

resorting to antc-nntal child-mul'der ? I do nor wonder 
at it. The wonder is, that a womnn sl1ould lh·c ono 
hour, as a wife, with one \\·bo imposes on her n rcpulsh·o 
maternity, thus doing to her, nnd her child, the greatest 
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possible wrong; or who can, for one moment, subject 
her to the liability of becoming 11 mother, when her own 

_n.,.ture repels the office. One such maternity, imposed 
after the husband knows that his wife shrinks from i~, 
should lead every womnn to " bolt the legal bond " that 
binds her to such a mnn. If she docs not, but submits 
to the injustice, she wrongs her child, her husband,· and 
her own soul. The same plea may be offered in exten­
uation of ante-natal chil<i-mu1-tlcr, • under circumstances 
of enforced, repulsive mntcrµity, that is offered in justi­
fication of Margaret Gamer, the fugitive-slave mother, 
who cut the throat of one child and threw another into 
the river, to save them fi-om the savnge clutch of licensed 
. kidnnppers. • 

A11Je-11atal cltikl-m11rder, - a motlier killi.11g lter 
,mbor,i babe to save it from a worse doon, ! It is 
a fearful alternative; one whose results to the soul of 
the mother are no less deadly than to the forming body 
of her child. It prostitutes, crucifies, murders, wha.t­
e,·e1· is pure,· lovely, wifely, motherly mul •Womanly iu 
her soul ; nnd, for the time being, ns it were, blots from 
it the supcrsc1iption nnil image of God. She murders 
her unbom babe, and often herself, to s.wc herself nnd 
child from what she considers a more loathsome and 
repulsive doom. Who can harshly nncl coarsely condemn 
her? • She fccl:J thnt death to herself and babe, nt her 
own hands, is far prefcmblo, and less oriminnl, thnn n 
loathed maternity, and the birth of n.n unwelcome m11l 
hated child. To 111,vo herself n.n<l child f1-om slavery, tho 
alave mother cub its throat, and then her· own. Tho 
wife, to an.ve hcffl(!lf nnd child from what ehe rcgnnls ~ 



TUB ·cuUIR AGAINST TDK CUILD. 71 

a no less hon-iblc doom, imposed by the husband, destroys 
her unborn child, 11nd brings death to her own soul, if. 
not to her boily. 

0 man! where is thy manhood, that thou canst inflict 
this wrong·on tho woman, who, with an all-trusting love,· 
lays herself in thy bcovm, 1·eposing foarlCSd coufidcnco in 
thy manly love and powe1· to shelter her from h11rm? 
llusbaml ! where is thy love, thy justice, thy tende1·­
ness, thy manlin~, thy conscience, thy ·God, thl\t tbou 
canst impose these sufferings and responsibilities on thy 
wife, despite her tcnrs .and entreaties to be spared till 
she is ready joyfully to welcome them for thy sake and 
her own? Fathers! where is your reverence for your 
offspring, your tender regard for the claims of your 
unborn children, nnd your respect for all th:\t qualifies 
you to ho fathers and your wives mothers, that you beget 
children to ante-natal mm-der, or to the, if }l0$ible, more 
terrible doom of an existence undcsil'cd, and abhorrent to 
the mothers thnt bore them ? 

Husbands ! listen to the voice of God, spenking to 
you thro~gh your wives, anJ,.--m-11~ of those most 
dear to your hearts,_ and most essential to the happiness 
and glory of your life and your· homes, give heed to 
their protesta against lloll -undesigned and repulsive 

• maternity I 
H. c. w. 



'12 UNDESIRED K.l&TEB.NITY, 

LETTER V. 

TllE WIFE'S APPEAL-TllE llU.SBAND1S RESl'ONSE •. 

DEAR FRIEND: 

In the three preceding letters, I have cude:worl-d to 
present to you the cl'ime of 1111 umlcsigned un<l umlc11ircd 
:Maternity, especially in its lx..•uing on tho mother aml 
the child. . I have shown how it wron1:,'8 the molhor by 
cm11hing out of her hen.rt her love and respect for her 
husband, un<l converting 'them into n. settled fooling of 
bitterness und contempt; an<l also by filling her with 
feelings of murderous hostility .towards her child, and 
driving her to ,lccds which her soul n.bhors, - thus • 
destroying her sclf-r011pcct, nml making her to seem like 
a loathsome null degnulcd object in her own estimation. 
I have shown, al110, how it wrongs tho d1ild, by,dcpriv­
ing it of a mother's loving sympathy, by fonling it into 
an existence that is detested by tiLther nml motlwr, by 
stamping on it, before birth, di11cuso nnd crime, and tcml- • 
cnciea to all that is evil,. and thus suhjocting it to tho 
detestation of its follow-beings, in its futuro mnnhool 01· 

womanhood. The father perpetrates the deepest crime 
against the child, by committing its ante-natal education 
to tho hands of one to whom its very existence is her 
abborrcnco and lootbing. What greater crime coulJ 11 

husband and father commit against • his wifo and cliild 7 
None; no, 11011e/ 
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In this letter, I will give you the experience or a. 

husband and wife, us given by themselves, nml by 11 

mutual friend, who ia ·u.ll!O li. wife and a mother. I 
extract from tbcir letters with few omi~ions. Seo, in 
the experience of this wife and mother, tho deep, unut­
ternblc anguish, and the dooper woe of consciou11 degm­
uation, to which woman, in her mistaken notions of con­
j ug-.il duty, her foar of losing a husband's love and 
confidence, and hor horror of un undl!Sired waternity, 
will subject herself. Read over her experience, u.s 
dctaifod by her friend and herself, u.ud then say if 
any crimo man can commit, can surpass that which 
husbands a'1d fathers often do to their wives and chil­
dren, merely for the momentary gr-.itification of their 
sensual passions : 

" Somo fifteen yoore ago, a mn.n of culture, and ongagod in 
public lifo, WBB unit0tl in nmrrin.go with an intima~to fril•nd or 
mino. \\·ith priJo amJ confiJonco, he l!Oloctt,,J hor frum a lau,.i;o 
and admiring circlo of friombl, ns ono c111bodyin11: hi11 itlonl or 
womm1ly oxcl•llcuco. My friend w1\d thought n furtunuto girl 
(only IIO\'ontoon), nnd mnny thbught him quito llll fortunate. 
'l'h~y wore much in l!OCiety, and aho began to enjoy lifo in­
ton110ly. 

" Sho was too much u. womn.n not to dlldiro oll't<pring 801110 

timo, but sho Colt unprepared to ha,·o maternity forCOll upon 
her youth n.1111 iuoxpcrieuco. It cumo at a timo wbon her l11111-
~nd'11 calling loJ him much from homo, to mix in tht' 110Ciuty 
11ho so much enjoyed, and which 11ho Colt wae contributiu~ to 
nmku bur whnt 11ho llO much <llllliroJ to bo, - bur h1111hm1J'1 I' 
fitting 1mJ oqual companion. It Wll8 not without a llO\'O~ \ 

etrugglo 11he rc11ignoJ thCIIO advnntag<lll nnd chook0tl her IUIJ>ira--. 
tiona. llowever, ehe eubmittod, though ,he koonly Colt the 
eacriJico. 

7 
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"Though Ol'erwhelmod with the grootnem of her roeponsibili­
tieB, and an undefinod dread of physical Bnlfering, she was deter­
minoo not to appear weuk, but bravely to meet and boor the 
burden impooiod upon her. llor hu1bund WBII abeent when the 
trial hour came ; but when he returned, he took hi, habo and 
wife to hie bol!om with pride and joy, though itl gestational 
developmoot had, apparently, acarcely gil'en him an anxioua 
thought. 

")Iy friond'a future lookod bright. She did not aeo or under­
atand tho fact, that sho wu to continue to develop .the gorlDll of 
human being& into • life, with little IJUlltaining help from the l father, wh01!8 en~ generally oudod in cxhnu,ting her vital 

. • pow1 on ~y "cedpaBBion~ indulhgencet.h Sho did nfot cot mpt_lain, bhut 
rat 1er reJOI , as 1111e 1111,w er o er powOl'B o at rue 1On to or 
husband depart one by ono, that ahe WBII 80 organized as to be 
able to meet what 1ho know ho co11aidered an 8llllential want of 
hie nature. 

"Eloven ymn plUIBOd, at which timo sho gave birth to hor 
aixth child. She. was a devotod mother, of a joyona spirit, and 
p«--1 of wonderful elasticity. But woman cannot be en• 
tirely happy in mn.tomity alone, without tho preBOnce and sus­
taining power of . hor lmshand. Ir ehe is a truo wife, she 
dlllliree to be more to her husband than merely the mother of his 
children. 

"Iler hu1hand mo.do for"her a beautiful material home, and 
aoomed happy when with her; but he WaB much away; he sougU 
other ploosure1, BOCial and intellectual, in which sho could not 
participato ;- she must 1tay at home, alone, with her children. 
Little did ho know the triall of pationco and etrength in hi, wife, 

• in being compelled to bear the roeponsibility of the health and 
training of her little onee alone. The world callod her a happy 
wife, and ehe felt that she ought to be so; but a dark cloud 1fWI 

) 
coming OTur her once joyou1 epirit. She bognn to l'Ol\lize tlio 
fact, 80 fa&al to a wife's happinGIIB, that hor hu,band did not feel 
her to be hil equal, and a liUing companion to meot his social 
and intellectual n~ti•. When he brought home a friend, 
abe liltened to oonTill'B&tiona and disou•iona in whioh ahe oould 

\ 
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not pArtieipate. She felt keenly tho growmg distance between 
them, and eho know too well how it had 001110 about. 

~r' • .,.. "She quiotly made up bor wind to hurn no more children. \ 
How did ,ho propoec to bring it about? Not by 111kiug her bue-, ~ 
band to deny hiwBOlf hie accustomed indulgence ; no, that, she { c ,· ( 
thought, would bo to cut lu1nolf oil" from bor 11tronge11t hold on '-. - ,; 
hi11 ull"ootion and confidonco, and to eever tho lllllt link of tho Q.,_ . , 
chain tlnLt bound thew together. She Jid not expect that any \..,- '\ 
precaution would enable her to Cl!Capo coucoptiou. Sho brought -~t 1 

hoJ'l!Olf to do whnt w111 m011t repugnant to her nature, and which, 
111111bo felt, would dostroy her 110lf-rllllpoct, and make her, in her 
own estimation, a do«.;nwed wo111nn, namely, To 1•uoc·-i;ns AIIOK• 

TION. 

"'l'ho first shock given to her com1titution hy tl.is 1LhuBO of her 
nature w1111 compufativcly light. llut onco did uot sullil'8. Ae a 
longer interv,Ll Jl'U!llcd without n new-born· bubo than o,·er before, 
eho hnd begun to take her place by hor husbuuJ"1111ide in 110Cioty, 
eo.rn011tly pmying that 11ho might bo sp,ued watemity c,·orwore. 
Iler husbimd dolightoJ to ha,·o her with hini. Uc felt that bo 
bad a right, by lnw amd tho customs of 110Ci11ty, to hi11 gr.i.tilicu­
tion ; ho porBOvored in dom1Lnding it, u.nd ■he continued to yield. 

· Several timOB in four yours did she nip tho young flower of fUJtu.l 
life in tho bud, nnd OILOh time told more u.nd more terribly on her 
com1titution, until tho power of conl-eption WWI n01Lrly d011troyed, 
at little more tlll\n thirty-five yean of ugo. Sho,w1111hom of 
hor Womanhood, and boenme 11 sickly, broken-down wifo and 
mother, in tho very spring-time, ns it wore, of her lifo, being 
drh·on frequently to porpotr1Lto a degrading outmgo upon her­
self, or endure a nmtornity abhorrent to her soul; -u.nd all to 
gr1Ltify tho sensual p:U!l!ion of lier lmsbu11d, thinking thoroby to 
BCCnre hi11 all"eotion nnd rospoct. How fatally mistaken ! B1 
yielding, she strengthened his pauion, but not his love. 

"Uoflocting on her sad exporionco, in the light of your book 
on • llu.rringo and Parentage,' which I had placed in her lio.nd11, 
she saw clmrly whore tho ,vrong had boon, but for a long time 
felt poworlllllll to dl'8troy whu.t ,he rego.rdcd 111 her l11,1t hold on 
her husband. lie wo.s u.~t, and I pro,·ailod :>n her to write 
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and lay tho matter frankly and plainly bofore him, and 118Dd him 
. your book. Sho wa11 then prostrated in body and aoul by tho 
laet outrage upon her womanly and maternal nature. She 
wrote, and, hoping that you may do good with th81l8 letton, tho 
husband and wife have granted me tho privilege of copying 
portion• of them for you. lloro i1 a part of hon to him : 

." • Mv DEAR IlusnAND: 

" • I fool like lying down and wooping that I have bocomo 
unworthy, intellectually and spiritually, of mating with you; 
but lo« i1 the ·foundation of. true marriage, i11 it not 't and I fool 
1trong in my love-naturo. It i1 high, and deep, and rich, and 
who shnll 111.y, if rightly cultivated, what flowen of intellect 
and spirituality might not blONOm out from it1 soil 't 

"• l\Iy husband! forgive me if I say, that I deeply and 1111dly 
feel that my Womanhood ha11 boon robbod of ita most preciou1 
char111, for your mke, through a wenk indulgence and subjoetion 

_.>to thac in you which is lowor than tho spiritunl. )Jy body ha11 
been painfully dOBOOmtoo, porhapa not more by your act than 
mine. You sulTer tho 1088 of that refining nnd ennobling influ­
ence which only an undrfilcd womnn can import to man. 

" • In view of our paHt, words cannot OXJll'Ctlll my remonio and 
1elf-condo1nnation ; but believe mo, the • bittoffllt 1111ficring is 
caused to 1110 hy tho knowledge that through this Bin and mi110ry, 
I a1n ronderotl inc11p;\l1lo of bocoruing to you a tithe of what I 
dC11iro to be. Ilo,v can you do otherwise than shrink from the 
wreck I am li\lJt bocoming 't And though I may feel, in my mo­
menta of angui11h 11.ud romone, tlll\t yoa are UIJ much tho CI\U80 

of my mental und physical wreck and imbecility 1111 I 11111, God 
grant I may not unjustly murmur or noo1111e you ! 

" • It is llllid, "lien no,·or love complaining women." All\s : 
if thoy troo.tod their wive1 with half tho rospect and tender con-
1idemtion they do other women, thero would bo ION ground for 
complaint. I nm convinced, tluu i,a proportion u woman yiclda 
to tAe JemaAda of animnl pauion in lier l11u/Jand, in thal aame ratio 
Ac loau lei, loue Md rapt.cl for lu:r. By bitter and hWDiliatiug 
uperienco, thi1 conviction i!I forced upon me. 
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u • My huaoond ! I lovo you. The power liee in you to blea 
and 1111.ve me; the power liee in me to blONI and llB,·o you ; but 
have wo not cunod oacb othor irilltood? I cry unto you for lifo,­
will you gh·o mo death? I would 1111iko u1y W 01uanhood n crown 
of glory to your lifo, your l\fonhood to mine., ~hnll wo allow 
tho ,-ory lifc-Olll!011co of our being to bo oxhn1111t(l{l in 11c111111al indulg­
ence, till wo lo110 tho power to foot and npprociiLto ,i pure Bpirit-
uiLl lo,·o? l\ly heart i11 romihing out to y,,u for lifo, nt tho 11amo [ 
timo th11t .my body i11 Buifl,riug untold ngoniOll from tho outrug011 . 

• per110lnLtcJ on my nature to ~LllO tho nn;;u i11h and horror of an 
un,,-olcomo mntornity; outnLg011 which hnrn pollut01l and hum­
bloo my BOnl, 1Lnd nearly doetroyoo my body-1Lll for your eako; 
tlmt I might rotnin your lo,·o and rCt1poct. 

"• 1
1 

wouldCrnthor fay
1
down my

1 
lifednowb,1tlum_ 1

1
ive witho~t \ . 

your ovo. 1111 wo not ovo pure y an no y, wit ,out ,pl'OlltJ- , 

tu ting thnt lovo iu more BOllllUlll indulgcnco? :My BOUI ,vould ' 
aril!O nml go to you as nn inspirntion from God; but I am sutrcr-
ing, anti II rMlizution of my prcBcnt condition, my physical die-
0.'\808, amt mental anguish, and tho knowl1..'llgo tlmt it was all 
ca1111cd by haL,·ing m1Ltcrnity put upon mo when I WAIi not pro­
pnroo joyfully to moot itll trial• nnd r0t1poneibilitiCt1, nnd the 
conscio11n11L'tlll of tho tcrrihlo outrngcs thnt I lun·o boon· dri\·on to 
pcr110trato on mysolf nnd your uuhom children, lmrdou my eoul, 
and lower 1110 in my own opinion, BO tlnLt l do now fool, and 11hall 
yet moro deeply foci, if thi11 function is still to ho imposed upon 
mo, thnt I nm unworthy to nppoar in BOCioty. lint rur tho con­
ecio111mCll8 thu.t your Jl:lMion hl\l boon, unconBciously nnd igno­
rimtly, it nuLy bo, tho 11rimnry CI\UIIO of my misery and conBCioua 
JcgmJntiun, I should l!cnrcely dnrc to claLiu1 tho right nny more 
to rost in your bosom ns your wifo. ,v o hnYo both erred. 

"• You lorn my person; you ,vorship tho animal in mo. Ir ~ , 
you lovo not my mind, my honrt u.nd HOul moro, and fool not moro c ..,_,-,,· 
revoronco and worship for tho God in mo than for tho nnimal, if 
I mn unworthy und unnblo to moot tho wnntl! of your intolloctual 
nnd 11pirit11al nature, l't:lll~ll ALL Ol'TWARD no11:n11 ! Tell mo, hnTo 
I no powor to holJ you by nny bonds but tho IOllllualiatic1 1IMa 
my IIOUl no powor oYor you 1 IC this be ao, lot mo no longer Nek 

'l• 
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to hold you at all. It cmahCB mo, and o-Yerwhelma me with con• -
acioua degmdlltion, to feel that I havo no power o"fer your intel­
lectual and moml nature ; that you como to me, cal'Ol!II mo, and 
cull mo wu-&, only that I may admini11tor to your &0ns1ml plous­
uro, and that you havo no fond rogarJ 11nd loving adoration for 
mo, oxcopt for 111y more outward, physical womanhood. I can• 
not live BO, feeling that your proeonco and oo.l'Olll!IOII IU'O m·or to 
bo ~mt a prelude to tho aurronder of my poraon to your animal 
i-ion. 

"• I know I have powera of BCml, which, if s111Torod to bo 
dovelopod, witho11t thi11 horriblo crucifixion, might blCtQI yo11. I 
will not yot bcliovo you ,vill tum a deaf car to thi11 appt.ul of 
your wife, who, 118 yo11 kno,v, baa had, and can han·o, no lifo 
aJlllrt from yo11. I pray, with tenn, that yo11 "·ill sparo nao 
from a maternity which my aoul repudiates, a11d wht)tlt) 1mllorings 
I cannot emlnro. Yon will not dony mo this 11rifilcgo, which, 
moro than anything oll!O, I aak of you. 

" • Tho11gh mnch g11ilt is on 1i1y soul, through ropoatcd otTorta 
to got rid of the rosnlte of your p111!t1iona1l roli1tio1111 with lll(l,und 
aa.ve myllOl.f frum tho 110in and ang11ish of a 11111tt•n1ity I lm,·o folt 
unaible to boor, and of gMng birth to chiltlron that I do not 
wunt, yot I will not d0t1p11ir of salvation roaching mo -through 
your lovo. To li\·o 118 pure 118 my 1111pimtiona aro, and hnvo my 
lifo tho nat11n1l 011tgrowth of tho dl'O}l lo,·o which I feel und must 
uproN or dio, would bring us both noaror hoa\"011. 

"• I cannot oonl!Ont to havo tho woman, the ,-cal 11oul-mad-1pirit 
IIIOfflGia in me, obliton1tcd. I cannot bolio,·o it i11 my dl'llliny to 
have the ,ooman oxp11ngod from my nature.. I want to IJO 11, 

1trong, Pllro woman. I want to bo lo\"Cly to yon. Yet, horoto­
foro, tho atronpt manifOt1tations of lovo to you 11:u·o, u11unlly, 
had little other otToot than to nroulltl yolir amimnl nntnro, nnd 
thn1 bavo boon ao turned llll to rontlor mo unlowly; for a wife 
mu11t become unlo\"tJly and rop11l11ivo to bor bu~hnnd. tho-mommt 
he~ to nworenro bor aoul, u111l fool11 that 11ho ia to bim bu, 
tho mean1 or moro 111.>namnl gn,titil•ntion. 

" • You will acknowledge that thoro ill terrible wrong aomo­
when. Ma1 God llhow 111 • MOINll ~ load u1 out of tl1il wilder-
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neu, thi1 F.gypt ! You J1ave often chidetl me for fooling unwor­
thy of your love ; reminding me how etrango it wu, 11ince other 
and worthy mon rognrJc,.l mo highly, and that I diJ not fool 
myaolf unworthy tl,cir ro-~rd. "' oro thcro no 11b11110 of our 
aoxual naturo, your tonJor and noble Io,·o would IIO el.mite 11ml 
co1111ocrato the functioua of DIY "' Olllanhood, thut l 11ho11IJ 110 

moro ho tormontoJ with that w1mt of 1.1Ulf-ro11poct, whiub, nlono, 
e\"Cr l'IIU"°"' mo to Joubt your Joni, anJ fool unworthy of it. I 
fool, at timtltl, that Jovo woulJ not, coultl not, thus n-ueh my 
,v onu,nhooJ; tlmt it ,voulJ, by intuition, guitlo you in your 
pat<11ional rolntions with mo, IIO u nev,•r to do a wrong or outn,go 
to my nature, o,·on unwittingly. 'fho foeling whiuh uther 111011"11 

h'g!Ll'tl awakou11 iu 1110 i11 not brought down am! tl11111 )ll'tNltituk-..1 
to Mmmal gmtilil-ation, but i11 awakouetl only to ,·itnliiw 1111J 
bl- soul amt body. llolp 111,i anti 11u-o mo, by y,mr n111.11ly 
1trongth, oven frolll myt10lf ! 

" ' I nppoal to you, in bol111lf of mysolf, of my hu11lNm1l, amt 111y 

chilJrun. Doop and ontluriug cont1Ciou1111Ct<11 of 1-,'l1ilt and 11ha.mo 
mu11t rt-'l't on my 1111111, in ,·iow of tho outrugoe I l11u-o pcriictmtOtl 
on mylllllf nnd my unborn chiltlron, wb0111 I w1111 roJucoJ to tho 
nceos11ity (ns it then l'ocmctl to mo) of killing bcfuro thoy wero 
born, or of cur~ing with nn cxistonco loathed and dotcatod oven 

• by tho mother that bore them. 
" ' lly lm11bnml ! you will, for my enko; for yo11r 011111 ,a/re, for 

0&1r cluldre" '• 1111.ko, rolloot 011 thOIIO thing,,, nnd 110nd mo your 
reiloctioDI!. You will rOBpond to thi.e appeal from 

"' Youa LoYINO ,V1FL' 
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" 'l\[y SUFFERING ,VIFE: 

" • I luwo 11 word to· BAY to you now, such ns I novor 111id 
111,f.,ro. Your lottor lms ro\"ouk-..1 y,m to mo 1111 I luwo no,·or 
l,efi1ro 110on you. It shows 1110 to what uttor mill('ry I h11,·tt 
brought you ;- how, for my gmtifiootion, you h11,·o d81!CCndod 
into tho low011t hell. 

"' You intimate that I treat other women, poraonally, more 
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tenderly and reverently than I do you. That is true: to my 
11hnme and regret I my it. .And yot, why 1hould I do so 1 Why 
1hould I crush and desocmte you, while I havo too much respect 
for other womon o,·er to think of doing tho Bamo to thom 1 'l'I.iore 
ill no reBIOn for it. You are my Joa.rest lo,·o. I 1hould treat 
you more tenderly than any others ; bo woro careful of your 
boa.1th, and beauty of body and soul. Of all women, the bus­
band should m01t anxiously watch over the health of hi11 wifo, 
and m0t1t 1hrink from the ab11110 and de11CCmtion of bor phygicul 
aa well u spiritual womanhood. 

"' But I have not boon wholly blind to your doop misery. I 
have -n it, and, at time1, feared that I wight bo tho cautoe. I 
did not dare a1k the cause. Fooling not my110lf that degrada­
tion and mieery of which you 11pook, I did not know how much 
you 1ulfored; but I should have known, had I not boon blinded 
by pasaion, and by the falao idea that man had a right to the 
indulgence of hia pa811ional nature whcnm·er ho ,villhcd it, and 
thaf., too, without regard to the feelinga of bill wife, or the 
welfare of the child that might onsue. 
• " • True, I, at timoa, heard your worda of remonstmnce and 
entreaty, but they did not touch my hoort; my piU!Bion made mo 
deaf or indifferent to your appool11 to my nmnhood to spare you 
from a maternity which you could not joyfully welcome. I was 
lllllt in my own hell, and tormented. I was blind; but now and 
then, glimJIIICI came to me, from your. own keen anguish, of the 
renl truth. But tho blur ofaelfillh, craving pa1111ion, would come 
over my 11ight, and I would go on my old way, cheating mytoel( 
alwaya, and aometimee yllu, into the fosling that it Wl1II all right; 
that man had a right to that indulgence, whatever might bo tho 
canditio1111 of tho wife, and whatever hor feelings in regard to 

1 Maternity. At l011.11t, I poreuadod my110lf and you t/iat I could not 
lclp it, and that my hnlth would 1ufl"cr unlOIII I frequently bold 
that relation with yon. • 

"• Now that blind dominion of p1U11ion i1 at n.n ond. Your 
a.pJIOIU to my IDllnhood bu rencbod ita doope1t doptha. The gmti­
Soation of a.nimal paaion 1hall no more guide me in my rolatioDB 
Mt .,w.. Tha, i, mir bu ii m1 llhame, u W.U u your degrada 
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tlon. I wish you could .aee my 110ul u it now ie ; you would 
aee a revolution in i&. The deop 'Wllil or your spirit haa 
reached my hoort, and I am ready to go up with you out 
or the perdition into which my uncontrolled 10D1UA1i1m ~ -
CMt UI. 

"• You hn.,·e dcsccnded into hell, for my gratification. You 
havo con11entod to terriblo anguish of body and BOul, for no highor 
objoct than my momont11ry plooauro. You ha,·e 81\crifiood your 
body and BOul, your eolf-ro11poct, your unborn cbildron, on tho 
altar of my ungo\"cmablo pn.1111ion. From thi11 hour, I will 110Ck 

to repn.ir tho wrong I-ha\"e dono you. I ha\"o forced on you, in 
contempt or your ontrcati011, o. maternity which could not bo 
otborwieo tho.n moat hateful to you. I l111,vo compelled you to 
J>llllll through sufl"erings or body o.nd o.ngui11h of mind which you 
woro not rendy to moot, o.nd which woro nil tho more BOvero, 
bocause they ,verc iJn)?Ol!OO by one whom you loved, and who 
should lune kno,,-n bettor. I hn,·o imparkd to you tho olemonte 
of a now life, when your very aoul 11purnod and loathed thom. 
I h~,-o filled your henrt ,vith deadly Ian.trod townrtls tho young 
life, my own child, that wo.e being do,·olopod beneath it. I ha\"o 

• compollcd you to o. dood of all othcn tho mOl!t louth111>mo o.nd 
hateful to a pure, refined and noble woman,-to tho murder 
(it should lu~vo no other namo) of your children; to tho nmrtlor 
of my children, ero they wore born, to 81\\'0 thorn fi-0111 tho 
more fearful und horrible doom of o.n . unwelcomo o.nd lmtod 
esistonco. 

" • Tnlk not to mo of your guil(, of your unworthinCM to 11tn.nd 
by my 11ido, and to trend with me tho path of lifo 1\8 a true, noble 
and loving wife. If you nro guilty, what nm I? If you fool 
degraded by tho IOl!II of llOlf-rcspoct, whnt ought I to fool 'l Tho 
fi\ult is all my own. I should luwe known bettor, and had a 
higher appreciation of tho pnssional relation. Had I consulted 
your wi11hos 1\8 to maternity, hn<l I counBCllod with you ne to 
when you could, with tonfcty nnd exultation, tnko charge of tho 
germ ofmy child, nnd natun\lly develop it into lire, ho.d I neYer 
imposed on you a ropul11h·o and abhorred maternity, would the 
l&ain or abortion now do.rkon your BOul 7 Yee, I 1100 it all: 
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,he deep damnation of tho doed i11 m,: own, and would to God 
that the penalty might descond on me; that I could aavo you, 

. my long-aulrering, too lenient and forgh·ing wife, the po.in and 
anguish! 

" • God help me! I am very aick at heart: The bitternllllll of 
death enten my 110ul, aa I reJleot on the unll98n and unexpl'Ol!tled 
po.in of body and_dcaperation and anguillh of 110ul to which my 
ungoYerned pa,!Bioll baa brought you. Can you forgive mo 'I 
Can you again re11toro me to your lo,-big confidence 7 Cun yon 
ever again reapeot my manhood, which baa brought upon yoµ 
all thill woe 7 I will, henceforth, comply with tho toocliin1,,'II 
of tho book you i,ent me, and hold my entire nature in aboy1mco 
lo your willhoa and hn.ppinOllll, and in all my puaiional relations 
with you, my objoot 11hn.ll ho your boo.Ith and hn.ppinOl!II, rather 
,han my own gratification. I will be lo you an ERNEST, God 
helping me. • 

" • Deo.re11t ! believe me and tru11t me now, for I mean what I 

I 
. eay, and it 11hall be done. I have written it hero_, and this l'hall 
be my pledge; and if ever I urge on you a relation that will 11ub­
jeot you lo tho liability of maternity, when you do not oo.ll for it, 
lay thill pledge before me, and it shall be reapeoted. 

" • We 11hall yet rejoice together on earth 11,11 we never did 
before. Thill world may not bring to you entire roetorution to 
.hoalth of body, nor peace of mind, nor yet 11elf-aho.ndoned truat 
in your husband ; but the ofl"ort to oll'eot this, on my po.rt, 11hall -
not be wanting. Bolieve me, and trust to tlie love, the faith 
and energy which your letter, and that experience of Erncet and 
Nina, have awakened in me. We will together eeek the aid of 
the angel helpere, who never condemn aave to roatore and blOllll, 
and who are oven now lifting up and vitalixing tho deBpondiog 

. and beart-etrickoo. 
" • Doar wife ! look up, and trust - tnc,t - nuaT ! and with 

lltroog norTo, and in conscious pride and innocence, you shall . 
yet .tand by my 11ide, and tread with me the pathway of the 
future, a proud, loving, trusting, joyous wife. Your 110ul ahall 
,et ebine with deeper lustre on my manhood, to elevate and 
•Ye your ooneciODOH&rioken, but not deepairing huiband 
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You aholl yet be, in deed and in truth, m1 SaTIOur, and I 
will ho 1oun. • 

11 • Theee are not idle words, but come from the heart ot your 
loving, ponitent, 7ot hopeful and confidoot 

"It will do your hoort good to know that that huiband baa, 
thus far, Loon true to hie plodgo; that tlmt wife i11 now bloom­
ing again in complU'llth-o health. Hope and triumph are shining 
in her faco, love quickona tho intellect, and vitali.xoe the whole 
woman. .And woman is intuitional, to 1i:°ndOrBtand and appreciate 
a true and noble manhood. You will not wonder, then, that ehe 
fools noo.rer to him, in mind and 11pirit, tblUl ever before, for now 
sho 11ndcn1tandll him, and he her. Could they have talkod O\""er 

the subject of paa!ional relations, and understood ea.ch other be­
fore they entcrod upon their marriage life, it had 811Ved her 1cllll'8 
of anguiah. May their history be a beacon light to warn othcra 
to shun the rocks and ahoale that lie, unaeen, in the inner depths 
of wedded life ! 

"It may encourage you to know that they owo their ealva­
tion to yov, though they allow that I have had a hand in it. 
'l'rue, it was through me that the experience of Emeat and 
Nino. came to their knowledge, but I nm quite willing that 
the author of • l\.l.HKlAGB AND PAKENTAG&' should bear the 
rlll!ponsibility and have the glory of their redemption. 'l.1ioir 
no.mes ·are sacredly private. '.):hey would moot you without 
feeling that you know them. I shall not reveal them further 
than I have done. 

" God speed you in your eft'orta to vindicate the moat aacred 
and important of all human rights,- the rig/al ef tDOman to ,ay ( 
1J1hcn and under "'hat circum,tancu ,he ,hall tull1UM the office of 
Maternity, and t/14 right ef /,a- child to a joyo11.1 IDCkome inlo 
life. 

" The crimo of an enforced and abhorred. maternity ! Well 
and truly do 1ou call it, 'TBK c1ux& or ILlllTU.' In whatever 
light it ill viewed, whether in ita bearing oo the mother, on the 
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child, on the h111ba.Dd, oD home, on IOCiety, or OD oumaniiy, it 
ia, indeed, TIii CRIJI& Of CRUIBII, 

" With ferveni prayers for the triumph of truth on thia 
aubject, I am 

Your friend, 
-. ,, 

My friend, how many wives would thus appeal to 
their husbands, if they dared? " Sever the last link 
or the • bond that binds her to her husband ! " Mere 
scnsualism " tho last link " in such n. union ! I do not 
like to talk of cluii,u, linka, and lxmda, in connection 
with such a relation. Talk or these in connection with 
slaveholders an<l slaves, but let them not sully a relation 

. like this. " Tlic last li11k,'' indeed! Yet it is true; 
it is, often, tho first, and last, aml only link in tho chain 
that bimls the husband to the wifo, in what is called 
marriage. Mau sccks woman as a legnl wife, that ho • 
may legally and l'espcctahly gh·t! indulgence, without 
restraint, to his passion. If the wife s1,-cks to pl'cscrve 
hc1· soul ·an,1 body from desecration, be thl'entens to· 
leave her, aml seek his gmtification where ho can find 
it. She submits, to k«!cp lairu with her; both of them, • 
unmindful and rcgnrdlc&1 of tho l't.'!lults to tho mother 
aml tho cbiltl. " Perish all outwnnl bomls" of mar­
riage at once, rntl1or than that tho relation· sl1ould con­
tinue in this way ! 

Wives ! ho rrnnk and true to your husbands, on •the 
aubjcct of maternity, and the relation that leads to it. 
Intorclmngc thoughts and feelings with them, as to wh:it 
nature allows or demands, in regard to these. • Can 

• maternity be natural, when it is undesigned by tho 
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father, or undesired by the mother ? Can a mater­
nity bo natural, healthful, ennobling to tho mother, to 
tho child, to the father, and to home, when no loving, 
tender, anxious forethought presides over the relation in 
which it originated? -l:- when tho mother's nature loathed 
and repelk-d it, nnd the father's only thought was bis 
own selfish gmtification; the feelings and conditions of 

. tho mother, and the health, character and destiny of the 
child that may result being ignored hy him 7 Wives ! 
let there be a pcrfoct and loving understanding between 

• I 

you and your husbands, on these mattc1-s, and great will 
be your reward. 

l\Iaidens ! a·,vord to you. Never enter into the phys­
ical relations of marriage with a man, until you huvo 
conversed with him freely and fully on maternity, and 
the relation that leads to it. Learn distinctly bis views 
aml foelings, and his expectations,_ in regard to that 
purest and most ennobling of nll the functions· of your 
nature, and the most sacred of all the intimacies of con­
jugal life. Your self-respect, your beauty, your glory, 
your heaven, as a wife, will be more directly invoh·t'<.l 
in his feelings and views and practices, in regard to 
that relation, than in all other things. .As you would 
not become a weak, a miserable, imbecile, unlo,·nble nnd 
<legraclcd wife and mother, in the very prime of your 
lifo, come to a perfect underst:mding with your chosen 
one,· oro you commit your person to his keeping in tho • 
sacred iutimaciL'S of homo. Ilcwaro of that man, who, 
under pretence of delicacy, modesty, aml propriety, 
11huns convc1·satio11 with you on this rcfation, and on 
the ballowctl function of maternity. Concealment and 

8 • 
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mystery, in him, tow_ards you, on all other subjects per­
taining to conjugnl union, might bo overlookcu ; but if 
he conceals his views l11J1-o, rest nssure<l it bodes no good 
to your purity 011d happine88 us u. wifa and a mother. 
You can have no more certain 11&1unmco that you arc 
to be victimized, your soul and body offered up, slaiu, 
on the altar of his sensuulism, than his unwilling11c1B 
to convcrao with you on subjects so vital to you1· lmp­
piDCS8. In the relation ho seeks with you will 110, 

• pradicaU11, hold his mainhood in aboya11co to the call11 
of your nature n.nd to your conditions, and consocmtc 
ita pussions and its powers to tho elemtion n11d lmppi­
nC88 of his wire and children ? If not, your 1m\ideu soul 
had better return to God unadorned with the diadem 
of conjugal and maternal love, than that you should 
become tl10 wife of such a man, und the mothe1· of his 
children. 

How much of woman's suffering and dcgnw.u.tion, 
under tho l1orrors of an unnatural m:itcl'llity, :u·o owing 
to herself, I will not say. l\Iy appeal i11 to lmsbaml:11 

nnd I would show them tho extent of their rc11ponsibil­
ity in this crime. Doubtless, woman wight save hcl'Sclf 
much anguish and sutrcring, if she would 1lpp1·oach 1111m 

1 frankly, in womanly love, tondcmcss, m11l dignity, and 
open to him the depths of. her soul in regnrd to l\fatcr­
nity, and tho refation in which it originates. l\len arc 
not all below tho brutes, in thch- nature. If woman 
wore true to 7mril!J, to justice, to ho1· own nature, 1L1.1d 
would be just and true to her butiband and her children, 
and freely und lovingly convc1'8C with man 011 these 1-ola­
&iooa and functions, he would, often, with manly pride 

.... 
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and a6ctiuu, napaad to her. On DO abject woul a 
trae and DOble mall respond to tbe wards w a pure and 
&ruting woman willa mare manly pride and dignity, and 
a more comcioae aelHaped, &ban ea 11.atcrnity, and 
the relation di&& Je.J. to .it. Ld wiffll, then, be true 
to tbemaehw, iC they ... ~ baye tlaeir buabaoda true 
to them! 

IL C. W. • 

• 
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LETTER VI. 

WORDS J'ITLY 8~0KKN 1 DY ONB WIIO SPBAKS WITII 
AUTllORITY. 

DBAR FRIEND: 

Would you secure for yourself, your wife and your 
children, a pure and happy home? Of one thing, then, 
you must never.lose sight. You now· regard your wife 
ns fitted to be your companion, intellectually nnd socially, 

~,. _ as well as affootionally. De sure that no effort is want-
r--~ '-( ;_ ing, on your part, to keep her so. If her intellect 
~ ~- becomes stunted, nud she be deprived of tho means and 

'2. ' opportunities for improvement, while you enjoy every 
'.::>~ ~ opportunity to cultimtc nnd enlarge your intellectual 
'---c.. powers, how can she possibly fool bcniclf fitted to bo 
,~- -.:./..., your equal companion 't 

1 • Let mo ask you carefully to read over the " Appeal of' 
tho Wife to tho IIusb.·md," in tho lo.st letter. Murk 
well wh_at she says on this subject; how she feels, as sho 
finds herself losing all power to sympathize in the intel­
lectual aspirations and pursuits of her husband. She, 
intellectually, was sinking, while he wns rising; was 
growing poorer, while ho wnl growing richer; and he 
took little pains to impart to her his increasing intellect­
ual wealth. All opportunities for intellectual growth 
were precluded. by tho anxieties of maternity, which he, 
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without a thought for her intellectual wel&re, was con­
stantly imposing upon her. Never impose this fUDCtion 
upon your wife, at the expense of her intellectual gi-o1rth. 
No wife can ever be made int.ellcctually poo1-cr by mater­
nity, and the carca oC a mother, when that relation is 
joyfully welcomed, and those cares are sh:i.rcd by the 
husband. . llut how can a wife'& int.ellect ever bo ex­
p:mdal with new and noble thoughts, when the physical 
sufferings and mental anh'llish of a fm1uent and an un­
desired maternity are ever present? 

Stay nt home with the mother of your chilllrcn, except 
when ncccssary avocations caJI you away. Share with 
her the cares, the anxieties nnd joys, oC the nursery. 
Thero cultivat.e your intellectual powers together by 
reading, and by conversation, - especially, on all sub­
jects pertaining to p.'lrcntagc and the :mte-natal, 111 well 
as the post-natal, tlevelopment, etlucation and life of 
your children. Ilow anxious will every true and loving 
husband and father be, to unite with his wifo and the 
mother of his children, in the nursery, to impart and to 
receive all possible light in regard to these matters ! 

Neither should you ever impose maternity on your 
wife nt tho expense of her social nature. Never go 
abroad to enjoy and develop your own social natw·e, and 
leave he1· at homo alone in tho n01'801·y, preparing to gfre 
birth and a worthy reception to your child, or to spend 
her weary hours in solitude, in anxious watchings over 
your children, and in longings for your presence and 
your sympathy. Stay with her, and share with he1· all • 
the joys and all the sorrows, all tho sweet rest and all 
the weary labors, of a maternity imposed by you, and of 

a• 
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developing into noble men or ?Omen the offspring 0£ 
your mutual love. 

But how crushed, intellectually and socially, must 
that wife become, on whom 1m ignorant, a thoughtless, 
or a brutal husband, is ever imposing a maternity from 
which her soul recoils! Her int.ellect becomes lhvnrfocl 
and her social nature dead. How can it be otherwi11e, 
cspecinlly when driven to the deed of ante-nntal murder; 
to csca.pc _ the horror of giving bii-th to chiltlren accursc<l 
by the mother that bore them ? Hope becomes extinct, 
and the light of her soul goes out in utter da.1·kness ! 
• The following letter must speak for itself. It is nearly 

a ,,crbati,,n extract from n. letter, the original of which is 
now before me. No man, especially 110 l1usb:md, can 
rend it, and not feel quickened in all that is trnly 
manly, noble and God-like. Of this woman, as to her 
style ancl her sentiments, every true man will feel that 
to be true which the people said of the teachings of 
Jcsus,-"IIB SPEAKS AS ONB IIAVINO AUTIIORITY." 

May her "ords 0£ power find a response in the heart of 
every husband and wife, and 0£ every man and woman ! 

"The 11uhjoct of an undesigned and undlll!irod maternity, -
how it aft"oete the mother towards the child, towarda the function 
of Maternity itaolf, - th81!6 are mattel'II, on which, 1111 a wife and 
a mother, and a friend of Homan Progress, my mind boa boeu 
deeply esorciecd 11ince they wore fil'llt pN110nted to mo. Tho deli­
rate and hallowed beiluty with which you invet1t maternity, 1Lnd 

the relation that leade to it, rendora it ooay for mo to im)_lUrt to 
you my vieWI on th81!6 aubjects, while I feol instincth·ely repelled 
from any applOIMlh to them with moat other penio1111, both men 
and women.· 

"The ~ha I haTI1 do . no, 8ow from my own uperienoe • 

.. 
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I haTe never giTen birth to a child not eameetl1 deeincl. Ye&, 
being a woman and a motlier, it I08IDII to mo no difficuU •-"­
·to judge correctl1 118 to what must nccCl!l!IU'ily bo the emo&ioai 
and elfocta produced by inch a maternity. 

"But I must ei:pl'Cl!II my earnest conTiction, that 11n1 woma■, 
any wife, who permits herself to be mado tho illll&ramen& of 
bringing into life a now ei:illtenco, unwelcome to bor owa IOIII, 
must, in BOme degree, be wanting in tbat 110lf~Nlllpoct which le -
inscpurublcaccompaniment of, na1,n.n Ctlf!Ontial elomon& In, trae 
nobility of character. That woman nmet feol degncled beA,n 
bcr own eoul, who, for any en.ullO, in or out of •' Marriage, 
11Uffors horsolf to ho rondo tho moans of 11uch an outrage •pon her 
innocont an& helplcss baho. Dotter, a thouand ti .. , &ha& ehe 
lo,wo bor lognl husband at once and foro,·or, than a11ow IOIII and 
body to ho thue pl'Olltitutou, n.nd hel'l!Clf to bo IIIAde aeemeory to 
a d1,-od eo unnaturul and unjust 1111 tha\t of gMng birth to a ehild 
whOIIO existonce is rcpudiatou and loothed by her own bar&. 

" Public opinion, buHCd on his euperior phyeieal etrmgth and 
(hitherto) superior intollectnal do,·elopment, l11111 aeeorded to man 
tho dignity of lord11hip. Looking onr &he face or the earth, he 
says, ' See ull things for my uae, m·on woman.' And 1111 the 
Uihlo. in mnny of it11 teachings, as thCBO aro esplainod, 1111,nctions 
this nrrognncc, declaring tlmt tho • man wu not run.do for the 
womn.n, but tho woman for the man,' ehe bonelf, tbe ju11t 
uuthority of Nature being eduen.ted out or her, and tho arbitrary 
uuthority ofmn.n ouucntod into her, bcli8'811 It hor duty to yield 
implicit obodion<"o to ull tho dcmande of the man to whom ,he 
bas declared allcgiunco n.t tho altar ;-the •liar, truly; for 
there she is froqnontly offored a propitiation to 1111,tisfy the de, 
mruids of rnnn 's unholy pal!lllion ; and rro111 henceforth this boing, 
crcnt0tl with rcmcon, conl!Cionee and intnitione of hm· own, and 
for her own gnidunco, bclio\'08 it her higll08t duty to sacrifice all 
ihC80 to tho nuthority and· the lieeneod 1J01111unli11m of the hu11-
band, for whotoe pl008ure ,he wu created, and to • obey C\'en at 
&rub obeyed .Ahn\hmn, calling him Lord.' • 

"Thill much may be 1111.id to 11C0011nt for tho fact tlani BO man1 
women, otherwise excellent and amiable, lend tbemsolvee"to Uie 
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• commiMion of thill great crimo ; a crimo agaiust thclllllelves, 
ag-.1inst their cbildrcn, againBt thoir husband11; agaim,t our great 
humanity. .And "·bile thlll prostituting their pcl'l!Ons ac1.-ording 
to law (made for this very end, and 110loly by thOllO wl,o pl'Otlti­
tuto them), they deceive th811110lves into the 11tupid bcliof that 
they are leading pure and virtuou11 lh·es, and look with acorn 
and contempt upon the poor aister who commits the samo uu~ 
natu?I and reTolUng deed in an unlawful and lCl!II reputable 
111anner. 

" Human dOCl'OOI and enactments can never alter or re,·oreo 
human obligatio1111. What ill ·wrong witbout a licenllO or com-. 
mi1111ion from human government, ill wrong with such a liccnso. 

. H an undoaignod and undosircd maternity be a dark and dam-
• • ning 11in against tho child, the mother, and humanity, awiinst 
~ without the 1111nction of tho Church, the State, and puolio 

opinion, it i11 a sin of an equally dark and damning c~aractor 
with 111ch anction. In fffery cue where tho act that lcadll. to 
aatcrnity would be a llin, a foul and monatrous crime, and the 
■bamo and infamy or one or both parents, without the 1111nction 
of human law■, a would be tho amo with 11uch 1111nction, and in 
a legalized union, Tho■o women, therefore, who, for any cau■o, 
allow an nndtll!ircd matomity to be impo@od on them by mon 
holding the legal relation of husbanda, and permit them11ell"e11 to· 
lie mado the mean11 or giving esilltonce to children whom they do 
not want, in legal marriage, ought to be, and one day will be, 
ngardod in the amo light a■ 'thOIIO aro who become mothen out­
llide or wedlock. Ir it be wrong ror a woman to become a 
mother, without the con■en& or Church and State and ■ociety, it 
• wrong for her to becoine a mother with ■nch coa.nt. Ir rl,:h& 
with ■nob conaent, it i■ right without it. Whatcmr it ii right 
to do with a eivil, eeoleaiutieal or ■oeial licen111, it ii right to do 
without it. • • 

" Ir woman'• life be made a· eune by the COlllltan& endurance 
or■ntrering, comequmt upon a too-&equen& maternity, the nil-· 
gioaa W011aa oflen endeavon to Hille the on_._ and aeeua­
~ or l'NIOll and intuition by the alJ■nld pl• that lhe • man 
•"N.U&lleaildrawhaait il0od'1willlo..a.' o.--·-
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.U1, one II round wmk enough, and wickodl1 fond enough, to 
•1, u .Milll Brewer, with contemptible silline111, wakee one of 

. her amiable chamctoni in • 'rho Home ' say, • that though 11be 
bad IUCh • largo and rapidly incrC1U1ing family, u.nd her· hue,­
baod'■ lllOIIDII or providing for it were ■owewhat limited, yet be 
WDff' gna,,l,letl, and WWI alway■ roady to welcome each new child 
u it eamo ! ' Grumble, indood ! ,\ husband • grumbling ' that 
hi■ wire ha■ conceived ! A father • grumbling ' at the birth of 11 

ehild I • Alway■ ready to welcome each now child a■ it cu.mo ! ' 
- and this 11&id by a wife of her huaband, u tho 11trongest testi­
mony to hi11 mu.nline111 and justice IUI 11 husband and fu.ther, u.nJ 
u the high011t l'OWIOn why 11he should-lo,·e and honor him! What 
man ■o hue, ■o ignoble, BO fu.llon, and ■o dC11Cning a dungeon 
or tho gallows, a■ he who imparts tho germ of 11 new life to Iii■ 

wire, to gmtii"1 his p!U!llion, and then ' grumblce ' boeamao a ; 
child ill born, and thrusts it from liiw 'I lfo.n can give 110 , 

greater proof of the utter dOJ,"1'11,Wtion and ruin of bis moral 
nature. Yet not to grumble at a maternity of bis own impos­
ing, and not to repel und Cl\8t oft" the babe for whOIO und011irod 
existence he i11 responsible, is llias Bromer'11 high011t conception 
of munhood! 

" But a falso religious education is not the only reason why 
woman w01ikly and unrightoouisly yield11 heraolf to tho buso and 
brutu.l paU!l!ion of her l11111buml ; for a p:u!llion, though ull pure 
and ennobling when its do1111md11 are just and naturu.lly un-
11werod, becomes m011t base and brutulizing to men and women, 
when indulged at tho expense of the child, and contrary to tho 
wi11h011 of the wife and mother. As 110Cioty i11 now co1111titut'-,J, 
11ho is hi11 dependant. 'fhe laws make heraubtsen·ient to hiis will, 
while she conti11u011 u wife, and ull-pervading custom bns, in 
groat mOOBurc, dcprh·ed her of tho dignity which an independent 
ability to cngago in bu11inC88 for hor110lf, outt•ide the doruet1tic 
circle, would confer. 

" ' Can do is Ollllily carried about,' is a pithy old Scotti11h 
proverb ; and this aumo ' Can do' i11 a good and sturdy slnll' of 
118lf-eupport, when a woman find11 that the man on whom sbe 
fondly leaned would become to her, not a tower of atrongth and 
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a ro!uge Crom tho storm, but the opprOl!IIOr to crush both 110ul 
and body, and mako or hor Tory W om11uhood an unworthy thing. 
Let ·wuwan nlllpt,'Ct hel'IIBlf. Sho will gain nothing by submitting 
io wrong and outn,ge. No wife ever gained or perpetuatoo the 

\ Lm, 1111d l'Cl!poot of a husband, dOIIOl'Ving tho name, by yielding 
to hi11 Jlllll8ion, worcly to please him. • 

"ft is tho popular, but fooli1h nnd unthinking boliof, tl111t 
childn.'11 owe groat obligations to thoir parente for bringing 
thow into life; but is not the contrary the fact, thu.t paront11 
are under tbu 11tronb"Ollt JIOlll'ible obligation■ to their childron to 
J'\!11dor that boing good, wil!O, and happy, which thoy tho111-
1oh·Od han·o forcod upon their child 1 ~\1111uming thi11 11.11 IKllf­
evidont, then i11 it cloor Uui.t such exi1tonce ■hould not ho tho 
ramlt. of blind, unthinking pR111ion, but or careful, wi11e and 
loving J011ign. 

"'fho act in which tho child originatoe i■ performed, often, 
-aolcly for the mumontary gr-.itilication of ono or both pi,ronts. 
No thought -for tho wclfan•, tho phy11il'lll, mental and s1liritual 
org-.111i111tion nnd to111loneil'II of tho child tlULt mny onsuo, i■ . 
entertained. No careful nnd nnxio1111 forotliought for tho ehnr­
·actcr 1,nd de>!tiny of the elailtl i11 oxoreill(,'tl, hut tho grntific..'lltion 
of mere animal )ll\l'l!ion ie the !!<,lo ohjc..-ct aought. Tho child 
eumtlll into hoiug undCHigned hy tho father m1tl untlceired by tho 
mother,- tho 011"11pring ofrooklt~, ll<lhi11!i, ecnsual l1111t, nnd nut 
of tender, aolf-forgotting, nohlo love. How gric,·01111 tho wrong 
dono by the father to the mother, and hy the mother to hon;elf, 

_ and hy both to tho child who is thm.o thru11t into the world hy 
Tiolonco ! Whnt ho}lll can oxillt for 11uch a child 1 'l'he fol11n·11 

-doow WaLII written un hi11 KOul before ho w1111 horn. Hie pnront1 
eon11igned him to the dunge.,n or tho gallows ere be drllw tho 
breath of lifo. 

"Th11 woman who, in youth, i■ flattered and CIL1'QIIIIOl.l li,r tho 
charms of her pcl'IIOn, tho 1weetnCl!II or her temper, and tho 
good11C1111 of her hoort, wbon married to a u1an wbo thus rt1b"ILnl11 
her 1111 but tho iD11tr11111011t of liia plouure, IIOOD lOll88 tho charm11 
for whielt ■ho 1l'IIIJ cal"Cl!lled, 1Lnd, while tho hu■band iii in his 
prime, she ent•1n 111,un II prewaturo old age ; her· physical 
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IIUl!Dgth eslaaa.attd by the ■1-JN NN't■Dt 11111cring and agun1 
at&cndant upun i;i'l"ing esii&lSln! tu tJ....., J'OOI'• UDWck'UIINI ...__ 

- her lieau,y fi&ded, lacr &duper _.-ed, her whulu -1 embil-­
t.ere,11,y a cumci- uf Ler Jard Jot_ ud Ler Dlelltal nature • 
atuotcd in it■ gn,-.rth, - fur what leillllro bu ■be to attend t.> 
tbc want■ uf bcr own 11pirit, while her energies are taxed tu tl,u 
utuMJat with the care of her li'l"ing childrea, wbo arc eulcly J.,. 

1ocnJcot un her, ud ebc ~raring to add anotht.T to tho num­
hcr 1 lluw mo 11he fill the trouuro-bouao of lier o,m lllMll with 
• thing,i now 1md old,' under all ~ adTI!ll!C circt11D11hlnCl'8, 
anJ wliilo the 1•n.mt phJ11iml 1n111&ai of her littlo oneill are cun­
etantly clamoring, • Gi'ro ! gin ! ' Do. not l'lllUlun, dum not 
jw,tico, dcwand for wowan ihat ehe haH full op(l"l'tunity fur 
the dc1'clo1noent or her own "'omanhoud, euul, booty, 11, .. 1 

• 1pirit 1 11111 pot 11he, u an indiYidual chiltl of God and nwm­
.bor or the hulDllD family, a rigAI to thia 1 DIM.'B not the well­
being or such children 1111 ehe may righteou1!1y hring into cxi,.t­

euoo lom.lly cull for 11 full 11nd proclical recognition, on tho r,11rt 
of f1rory husbnml and C'ret"f man, of hor right to Jeddo for l.cr-
16lf when, how often, and under what cin:mn11tancca,, she 11l:11ll 
111!8Ume the ollioo of l\fatomity, or ho 11ubj~'Ctod to tho rel11tiun 
that may iMue in maternity? Doce no, Ll,o h11pph1C1!8, tlio 1"-'tit 
intol'Cllt of tho husbnnd, roquiro it? Doee not lluwnnit1 itticlf 
demand it? 

" And how muBt that 'lrnman, in whOIIG eoul tho theory of 
prull!irn oho,lionco bus not wholly cr.idicatod naturo, regard the 
h1111band who c1LU!ll'll her thus to cnnc • tho day wherein !!ho wne 
born' a wom1in? In her i111n011t BOul, 11he must look upon him 
1111 tho luilr-onlightcnod 11l1n·o looks upon hia_JUILBtcr, and bitterly 
ropronch him for vietimi1.ing lier to hie own bn&> JllUll!ion, 11nd ror 
Iii>' own 11hort-livod gratification, irroepooth·o of tho woful oonso-

• qucnocs to hor 11·hom ho 111111 sworn to choriah, honor and prok.-ct. 
,\nJ juKtly docs sho tlm11 regard him. No,vife can,love and honor. 
1111eh tL h1111hand. Ilo is to her wha& tho executioner ill to t.he 
,·ictim, or tho 11la\'oholdor • to hie crushed and outraged 11Lm,a • 

. ISho cannot but loutho him. 
. " Cun lovo do nny injury to it, object? lJ u11t not the wife 
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oocome alienated from tho husband, who, instead or chorisb.­
ing hor health and boouty, and 11COking her bappin-4, suhject&­
hcr to tho lOllll of all thcso, and, i1111toi1d of honoring, baaoly 
emlla,·09 bur to his own infamous p,1&-iion ?- who, in11tead of 
protecting from e,·il, os1lOl!CS her to 11icknU111, 11t1rrow u11J death, 
n,,t in act.-onlamoo with her own frt.'O will, her own· gla,l cl1oi,'O, 
in pursuit of an ol\jt.-ct worthy 1md gn•at cnouv;h to iui<pir., 
hope, courugo and 11trength to mt.'Ot tho t.•tm1ing 1mllilring, 111111 
thu attai11111ent of which shull amply co1111l011sa1to, und cau"6 
her • to rcmcmhor 110 more tho 1i11g11i>1lt, fur joy' that a 110w 
life ill gh·en unto her, but 11imply and l!tllcly tlmt hill own 1mi.m, 
11elli..i1, unimal naturo may lind 11r0l<Cnt 11ati:cfuctb11 1 n_.rrn11 
11uch a mam th~ bltN1ing,o of ,, homo of lu,·e uml harmony, tho 

, do,·otiun of wife u.nd little 01111111 Al1111 ! no ; hu has pl,,ntud 
only cul'IICII, u.nd • whull!Oo,·cr a 1111m IIOM·oth, that 11hull he all!O 

l'U3Jl.' 
"llu11t not 1lllch a wife, too, rcg,1rd tho crc11tivo function in 

buth buraolf and bm1band with loathing 1111d abhorr.-11co 1 ..\nd 
did not tho power of rcfutting this unwclt.'OIIIO maternity r,'llide 
within hol'l<ll)f, who coultl hl11111e llt'r for n•prood1i11g c,·on the 
1,rr.mt l,'roator for lkl cndowin~ her with I\ c111'11d1y for nnn•mn• 
11or-.itin1 sulfuring? .And whut 1111111t INJ tho 11tuu111phero of th11t 
J.011110 (I will not dignify it by tho l!llt'rt.'tl munc 111" /unm·), whero 
tho wife 11nd mother r..-ga1nla her own nuturc 1111 ,le~rmk'<I, - her 
l1111ib11nd thu tyrunt who dev;nul,,.., mul hor chiltlrou tho fruit" of 
thi11 doi,•-r"dution? 111 that houl!tl a lit nunoory for the j!;t•rm,c of I\ 

nohlo llum11nity? llo not plnnll! ·there ~ko r,,ot ·which cuml .. ,r 
tho earth, aml, in their tu:.-11, lill it unuw with tho,;u brio1"111111d 
thon111 of buwan kind, which render ill! liabitatio1111 plat'l.'ll of 
cu111ing and biUornCIOII? 

"Al1111 for tho poor child of 1111ch a 1111rcnt11go! n~'t·eh-in~ hie· 
Ttry being hy a 'biUIII act of tho li,thcr, n~urillhetl until birth 1111-
1lor111111tb tho hoi,rt of tho mother, whotlO whole nnturo pr,1t6"tt1 

• ll&J;lUllllt ital oxi1<tonco, ftltllling np,111 her hittorm'IIII, hatrt~l. 111ul 
llllllllll of huwiliatiun, tho gull 1md wormwood ol' her lkml i111'1111ctl 

into ital young boing, cowing 11t l1111t illto tho world dtllltituto of 
• &he iaooritanoc or lo,11, - tho inlaoritallllO j1111tly bi■ own, -
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.... ..Ulletlle~.--ottlla&claiW'■ -17 AnmMl 
wt.a& C1111 i, lariagly eliagT ETa ila owa IIDCher nprd■ it 

u .. ---- ialnlder; ia ,..._ •ia; -- -n i& be 
tmderly aurtured 7 

•• Perb&JW the -clier wbo hon hia ual lier belt aadanr 
to cat abort hia eanhly es:._ -, b., •• the ligbt ; --. 
failing in cbia, whea uberfd ia&o the 1nll'lll, grad..-. bia the 
ean, anJ A«W _,,. to IIIIIIWn thac ailtenee. Or it, 
u is more frequently thP-fact, with tbe ■etaal peaeaee oC the 
helpka inDOCfflt in hn '-• •-bat oC die moths'■ bean 
■W'llkeua intu life, it i.t DUt that ri.:h, OTerGowiag life or loTe 
which poun the wealth and CulueM .,C her cnna being iDto hill. 
Sho canw fur him 118 the animal cares fur ita JOUDg ia it■ utter 
hclpl-cw ; and then the weary WOIDIID, with many other 
children about her, anJ prep1ring for a new-maternity, tbnuta 
biw from her u eoon a11 1...whle, and the little yearling mu■t 
• tak &he etirk• .. ta • (the •tall ofthe yearling tall). What ean 
the poor, un11rell"OWe chilJ bet."Owe7 llow -n are hie cbaneea 
for a Tirtuoue life ! Ir he thinb G<>d bu a> cnated him, 1nlll 
may he pkacl with poor Burns -

'Tl•,u k1•nreot lhoa bul '-m<d -
\\"ilh 1-w11• .-ilJ IWli olloDj;,' 

• Cun n hitter r.mntain 11eml forth 1.1wcct \Tater?' • \There shall 
I g1•t tl11•111?' w111c the r,•ply of 11 <.'riminal to Jonathan EJ.warJe, 
who tot.I lii111 he 111ll~t hn\·c oottcr thOll)!:hti!. 

" ,\l1111 r.,r l'""r llnnmnity ! • Let there be light,' that man 
mny know thut tho relation thut lc-,ds to mBtemity <.'IUI only bo 
ennobli~l wl11m ittt olticct i11 the creation of " new and gloriowt 
lifo ; tllllt hi" pillllli,,nal nature ,-an only derh·e dignity und 
bt.•uuty from tho l'ontrol of lo,·o nnd reason; that othorwile, it 
iic of tho cnrth, rorthy, and doba111.'II bim below tho le'l'cl of tho 
hruto. • Let there be light,' that wonmn, in whOtlO eoul rei,id..,s 
tho powor, muy 1•ay to thi11 overwhelming tlood of evil, • Here 
•lmll thy proud wnTeic bo atuy,,J ! ' 'l'ho erron of a ful~ rcli­
gio1111 oJul!uti,)D, bud hnn, Bnd bnd ou11tom1.1, havo, hitherto, 
ronuoJ eome o:1tcnuntion for tbie weak 11uh!ervioncy ; but thi■ 

\) 
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ignorance bu been ·tolerated full long, and now the great cry 
of God and Humanity goes forth calling for repentance, - that 
•a.new heavene and a new earth may bo created, wherein ehall 
dwell rightcou1nCll8.' " 

Man bas a heart, and that heart can be reached by 
the loving and earnest appeal 0£ a true woman. Words, 
such as those contained in the above extract, will never 
be uttered in vain. They are the true oracles 0£ Na­
ture's God, o.s revealed in the soul 0£ the wife and the 
mother. Let the father hearken to the mother o.s she 
pleads, in bchal£ or . her children, that they may not be 
cursed with an unwelcome existence. Let the husband 
listen to tho prayer of bis wifo, that she may be spared 

. a maternity whose responsibilities she is not prepared 
joy£ully to assume. Humanity utters her indignant 
protest against man, when, to gratify his sensual pas­
sion, ho porpotrntcs tho greatest possible outmgc against 
woman, as a wife and mother, nnd ns a woman, by sub­
jecting her to the necessity of cursing her child with 
an abhorred existence, or o{ killing it before it is born. 
Protestations 0£ love and devotion must ever seem in­
sulting and disgusting to a true woman, from a man who 
would thus recklessly inflict upon herself and her child 
this £oul wrong. In Yain does such a man prate or his 
regard £or tho purity and honor 0£ woman, 0£ bis rever­
ence for marriage and po.rentnge, and 0£ bis desire for 
tho elevation 0£ our common humanity ; bis li£e, in tl10 
sacred privacy 0£ home, is an insult to his wife, an out­
rage upon the mother of his childJ·en, an act. 0£ living 
mjuat.ice and cruelty to his otrspri_ng, and a crime or 
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deepest infamy against all that :ia true, pure and m.>ble 
in human nature. 

Man will not ahmya be thl18 boedlcss of the health 
and happiness of his wife; he will not always be thus 
unjust and inhuman to his innocent and unconscious 
children, by making them objects of dread, of loathing 
and cursing, to tho very heart under whoae pulsationa 
they receive their ante-natal development. Ilo will sub- ·r1 

jcct his manhood to the health and happiness of his wifo 
and children; and in doing so, will receive the richest • 
rcmud earth can bestow, - the perfect trl18t of,; devoted 
wife, and tho loving :respect of a healthy, happy and 
joyoua ofrspring. 

• H. o. w. 
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LETTER VII. 

. THB DREAD ALTBIUUTIVB-ANTB-NATAL JIUBDBR, OR 
AN UNWBLOOKB CHILD, 

DEAR FRIEND: 

The' following experience or a woman, given in her 
own words, will make it.s appeal to all that is pure, 
manly and noble ii! manhood. It is the cry 0£ anguish 
from woman's riven heart to man, to save her Crom the 
agony and blighting curse of a maternity whose suffer­
ings she is not prepared joyfully to meet, and Crom which 
her entire nature shrinks with dread and loathing ; to 
save her Crom the revolting alternative 0£ killing her 
child before it is born, or or giving li£o to one whose very 
existence is loathed by her. Several times, the crime or 
an undesired maternity had been perpetrated upon lier 
by her husband, and each time the child had been killed 
by hersel£ or by a doctor, before it.s birth. She was 
asked bow sbo folt umlcr these outrages, and what was 
the result on her physical, IIOCia1 and spiritual mtul"o. • 
The following is her answer : 

" llow did I feel? I feU that I wu oommitting a. damning 
1in. M1 10ul 1hrank from the deed with intouae horror anJ 
loathing. The remonetranoe1 of a guilt1 oonecienco I oould not 
ailenoe. I had .eubmiUed to tho relation in which ma.ternity 
originat., thinking U my duty, u a wife, to do IO whenev• 
•J blllband demanded. I told him U.at my ,,_., IOul lhrank 
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from matarnitn that I wu not yot prepared for 1ta_reapoul1>il-~-- '\.,;,, 
itiee GDd agouiee, and begged of him not to impoee that burden • 1/ • 
upon mo till I co11ld joyfully weloomo it, which I felt that I ·N-~ 
1hould, iu duo time. But ho heeded not my prayor. lie maia&ed . . 
on the relation. Concoption and maternity CWJUcd. • • ' 

• " .l\ly euul died witbin u1c. .An e,·or-pl'CICnt luathing of the ,t-,.. 
now life that "WI\I being developed within uiino wu in u1y heart. 
lly own eoul, and tho God whOl!IO voico WIUI b.-nl within, ropu-· 
diatod ita oxi11tonco. I could not help tho fooling. Tho 1pirit 
of munlor, towanL, tho unco11BCio11e cbild in embryo, 1l'IUI O\·or 
prcl!Cnt to mo; yet my euul ehrunk with borror from tho dood. 
Shull I kill my child before ite birth, or gh·o esietonce to ono 
wh080 birthright inhcritum,-o ie a motli£r', ettne7 "WU tho quce- • 
tiQn I found myisolf debati~g continually;- for my cuno ,raa on 
ita very life. 

"I con111ltod a woman, a friond in whom I truetod. I found 
that Bho had porpotrutud that outrage on hcnolf and on othcn. 
She told 1110 it wo.e not murder to kill a child any time before ita 
birth. or thiB Bhe luhored to con,·ince mo, and called in the aid 
of her • family physician,' to gil'e fon:o to her argument.. lie 
argued that it w1ui right anil just for win,e th1111 to protoct them­
eoh·os ngainet tho rosults of their ln11sh11.nd'11 80118tmliam,- told 
mo thnt God and lnirunn l1rn·11 would nppro,·o of killing children 
before thoy wore born, rather thnn curl!O them with an undeeired 
oxistonco. My only trouble wns, with God's Tiow or tho caeo. 
I could not get rid of tho fooling thnt it was an outn,ge on my 
body anil soul, and on n1y unconBCiona babe. Ile argued tbat 
my child, at five months (which wu tho time), had no life, and 
whore thoro was u·o life, no life could bo taken. Though I deter­
mined to do tho deed, or got tho • family physician• to do it, 
my womanly iDBtincta, my reason, my conacionce, my eelf-l'Clllpect, 
my ontiro nature, revolted agnin11t my dcci11ion. l\Iy ,voman-

• hood roeo up in withering condemnation. .And, after the dood 
.w1111 done, I felt thnt I could never respect ~yeelf again; that I 
could no,·er again appear in aociety ; that if I did, all that WU 

pure GDd true in manhood and womanhood would lhriDk ma 
me u a polluted, diagu11ting object. • 

o• 
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u I tried to cut tho blamo on my hneband, who had impoeed 
the nccel!llity upon me. I tried to fool that the outrage and tho 
guilt were all hie own; that, had ho heeded my prayer, and 
dealt juetly by mo, I ehould never havo been driven to tho dread 
altomath·o of ante-natal munlor, or of giving birth to a child I 
did.not want. But I eaw and felt, that howovor great tho wrong 
ho had dono to mo, the fact etill remained,- my nature wae out­
raged, if not by my coneent, yet by my euJJ'orance. . I knew I 
could have eave.;l myeelf Crom maternity, had I boon l'el!Oluto to 
do eo ; and that, having eubmitted to the relation in which it 
originated, I had no right to add to the outrage by killing my 
child. I felt myeelf to be a cruehed, proetituted, abandoned 
woman. Can any apology bo oft'ored for a woman who commite 
tho crimo of an to-natal murder, after sho baa voluntarily yielded 
to the relation that Icade to matomity? 

u Matornity, with ite prospective agonice and ite abhorred 
reeponeibilitiee (for I did not yet call for a child), "1111 again 
thruet upon mo in a few months; but I ehrunk from deetroying 
my child again. I gavo birth to two living children. Thon my 
IOul rebelled againet having more; but my hueband wae deaf to 
my prayen and my teare, though ho him110lf WOii oppoeed to my 
having any more children, and insisted it wns my fault if I did, 
though he ponistcd in hie right to his eell8ual indulgonco. llow 

\ 

could I avoid ha\'ing more children, whon ho w1111 continunlly 
demanding of me tho relation which naturally loads to oiliipring T 
• Kill them,' wae hie reply, • boforo thoy are born, or do eome­
tbing to pl'!!§lt oo~tion ! ' 

"Hie injuetice and hOGrtleM eollillhnel!I! out mo to tho quick,­
■tung my very eoul. • This ie tho man,' I said to myaolf, • who 
bu promieed to love, cherish, and prot«l mo ; who oxpocte mo to 
love him tenderly and evermore; whom I havo promieod to love 
till daGth ecparatee. ue; and yet, thie ie tho man who, without 

"" :__, • regard to my wiehee and oonditiona, ineiete on his right to gn,tify 
~ hi■ pueion, though at tho oxponeo of my body and eoul ! ' My 
,; IOUI 1'0IIII in rebellion a.gain■t him, It bocamo evident to mo, 
'v that the gnti&ca.tion of hie puaion wae hie only object in eook-

J 4.. Ing me u a wife; &bat tbi■ WIii the 0017 claim be had upon mo, 
• ~-
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or wished to havo, and that ho had no higher idea or marriage 
than 1111 a moon1 oC lfoeDl!Cd, reputable indulgonco. 

" I became desporato. I could not lea,·o wy cbilJron. I knew 
if I loft bi111, I could give no ren110n for tho 11top, except my avcr-
11ion to ha'l"ing maternity tbru11t upon mo in dcfianco oC tho do­
llianJs of iuy own nature, and I know that a.If would condomn 
mo, if I loft him to ceca po Crom 11uch an outrage, 1111 thill w11,11 not 
considered a wrong to mo, but hie right. Every Cooling of my 
111ml re,·oltcd against bi11 taking pot'II088ion oCmy ponon, without 
my consent, to blight and cuno my body and IIOUl to gratify bis 
animal m\turc. 

" I co.mo' to tho conclusion· to stand by my own right11, and 
defend my person ngain11t hill een11uali,u11. I told him, camliJly, 
how I Colt, and that I must protect myself, in thi11 ~poet, for 
he would not. I told him I ,ma living dnily in ,Jcadly fear of 
his paasion, and of maternity; tlmt tho relation in which it 
resulted had become rcpul~h·e to 1110, and that he had brought 
mo to viow myaolf aa a lonthoJ, alti,.,-ct nnd proatitutod woman. 
His mth WWI roused; and finally, from foor of breaking up 
my family and having my bolplOl!II lh-ing children tnkon from me, . 
I submitted to a boll which bad no mitigation, until 110paration 
ga,·e it to mo. 

" lo my intorcourse with men, I ha'l"o found few who did not ;J , 
view mn.rringo nnd n "~ifc ns 1ny husband di,l, as o. iuoro n1onne .... 1., 
of 110nsual gmtificntion. Companio1111hip, intellectual, social, nnd .,/· ~'­
spiritual growth, and elontion, they think little of, in connec- '• . .,, ·, . 
tion with a wife. They 808 no soul, no God, in tho wife; only , 
tho 111ero animal, to administer to the brutoin them." • ../' 

I,"'-

In the presence of a just and pure God, and before tho 
laws of Nature that 11.1-e designed to govem all conjugal 
relations, docs marriage give to the husband any right 
over the person of tho wife, or to tho wifo u.ny rights . 
over the person of tho husband, which neither had be­
fore? llas a husband any more right to dcn~,id of bis 
wife tho surrender of her person to his passion, than be 
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baa to demand that surrender or any otl1er woman 7 
True marril¾,"C creates necCS&ities in each, and gives vital­
ity and intensity to wants in each, which tho presence, 
the love and compunionship of the otbcr can supply; but 

". a pure conjugal love creates no rights, and never thinks 
>-- or talks ohights over the property, tbo boc.ly, or the soul 

'.,] 1\, or the loved one. Indeed, a true man, whose soul is 
, ~ filled with a holy co11jugal love for a woman, would scorn 
'-<'; ( 1 and lootho any personal caresses or surrenclcr Crom her, • 

Jo ·l\ when he know she gavo them merely Crom a lff)nso or 
duty, and only because she believed ho had a right to 
them. A man must be shorn of all true manliness, and 
become utterly debased and prQStitutcd, before he can, in 
or out of legal marriage, accept the personal surrender 
or a woman to his pa&'lion, when ho knows tbe surrender 
is made solely to please bim, or from some false idcn or 
duty. Ilo,\"ever tenderly, truly and devotedly a man • 
may love a woman, sho is not, tbercfore, under obliga­
tions to rcooive any expressions from him, except such as 
_her own necessities demand. Whatever manifestations 
or yourself you would make to your wife, before offering 
them, create in her the necessity or dcmand'ing and or 
receiving tbem. Ir your nature prompts you to reveal 

\ 

yourself to her in tho relation that loads to muternity, 
control yourself, and be sternly true to yourself, to your 

• wife, and your child that may ensue, 11nti11 by" all 
. otber loving and endearing manifestations, you have cre­
atetl in her nature an earnest cnll for maternity. Then 
woultl she joyfully accopt or you tho germ or a new life, 
and, for the sake or her husband and her child, 00D80Crate 

all &he energiea of her aoul to its we development. 
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Read the following. Tho extract is from a letter writ­
ten by one who hna proudly and nobly filled the sta,tions 
of a wife and a mother, and whose children and grand­
children surround her and crown her life with temlercst 
love and respect. She hns seen many of tho companions 
of her girlhood victimized, and liternlly offered up on the 
altar of sensualism, in lcg-.i.l marriage. Their husbands 
tlcmanded passionnl gratification RS their ri9l1t, ii-respect­
ive of conSC<1ucnccs to ,vifc or children, nnd they submit­
ted RS a dul!J. Their career was ehoa·t, in many cases, 
and in others, they live but wrcr~:! of their former selves. 
A relation that shoulll havu cnnobk,l and 81\VOO them, • 
has crushed them to death : 

"It luM! oft-011 boon 1\ matter of womlor to 1110, thHt nwn t1houltl, 
BO ht.'t--tlk,.,.Jy, and l!O injurio11t1ly to thum....,Jn,,., their win'tl, aml 
children, 1iml their homUII, doumml 1it olll'll, 1111 l!OOII WI thuy ,_,...,, 
lcgul ro-ion of their wh·ci,, tho gratilicativn of a }'lllltlion, 
wliich, when indulhrc,1 morcly fur tho 11aku uf tho gmtifil•ation of 
tho mumont, must uml in tho ,llltltruction of nil that •11 bi~nutiful, 
noble, and ,lh·ino, in 1mm or woman. I h;m., often folt tluit I 
would givo the worltl for 1i frieud11hip with 1111111 tlmt t1hu11I,l t1how l 
no impurity in itH hearing, 11ml for n cunjugnl relation that would, 
1it nil ti111ct1, hml'tily und prnetil•ally rucogniz:o tho right of tho 1 
wife to docido fur hori,olf when, bow often, nml umlor what J 

- nuspicOI!, 11ho 11hould boa mother, or enter into tho rclu.tiun that 
lei\d8 to 1m\tcrnity. 

" It i11 ofton 111,id in my hearing, by women, tlmt n wouum 
who i11 not willing to submit her pcrtllm to tho }llll'tlion of her 
hut!bimd, whonu,·or ho t1lmll domuml, i1r11ot fit to .hon. wifo; and 
if 11ho bocomOII so, nnd her husbnnd fon1nk011 her fur other women, 
nml nl'gloct11 hi11 ehilJron, he is to bo pitiOll, and tho wifo ·con• 
domno,l nnd hcl1l r~pon11iblo for nil tho rci,ult~. Tho l1n\" girns 
the lmsbnnd ooullO for divorco if tho wife perail!ttl in withholding 
hor poraon from his lllUbmce, which, 11·hen thu11 thru11t upon. her 
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against her wisbCB, bocomce loathsomo a.nd da.mnablo. The com. 
munity of women gonen\lly ondone this state of things, and are 
educated to bolieTil that God gavo man 11ueh fierce pa1111ion11 that 
he cannot control thom ; that thoy must bo gratified whonevor 
excited, though at tho es:ponl!C of woman '11 boa.Ith and l111p1iinlll!II, 
and tho hnppin088 of hor children. 

" Will man 8\'er ho puro, noble a.nd 11trong enough to 1irotect 
woman, in or out of legal marriage, against bis ~:wn i-ion 1 
llu11t woman always put hel'IIOIC on tbo dofen11ivo, to protod hor­
eolf a.gainet man 7 Will man nover 800 tho fiwt 1111 it is, that nil 
that i11 manly, truo, groat and noblo in bill nature, 11111tot he prc­
eon·od and perpetuated only by the protection of woman 1\g1\i111,t 
boing dctimir.od to his BOn1111al gn\tification? 0 1111\n ! thou nrt 
all noble and God-liko, to tho loving and trullting heart of 
,roman ! She longs to come to thee, to 1!11\'e thoo, 1\11<1 to he 
111mid by thee. But thou nll\yost ho 1u,1mrod that thy he:n·en, in 

• time and eternity, can be eoeurod only by ea,·ing woman from 
prostitution. Whilo 11ho i11 rcgamlecl hy thoo M the III01\n11 of 11·•n­
eual gratification, rather than 1\11 tho vitalizing, rodooming power 
of thy manhood, 11he will bring dOt10lation and donth to thy 
llODl, and thou to bore. To nmn, woman looks for 11tron:1;th. 
llow she longii to rest in him, - laow 11ho longs to gh·o hol'IIOlf to 
him in a eelf-aoondoning trust, - and how she long,. that )1U 

may ever ho worthy such a trust, tho heart of tho true woman 
and wifo alone can 8\'er know. But when woman tru11ts and 

• man provee weak, and botray11 her longing and tru11ting. hourt, 
no words can npl'OIIII ho!' sickening, crushing diH11ppointmont 
and anguish. Often do women profor to die a lingering and 
lootl1110me death, rather than confOll8 tholll881Vllll mi11tn.ken and 
diappointed in thoeo whom they ha,·o tru11tod." 

The following extract from a private lotter speaks the 
thought and feeling of every true woman. Weigh well 
what the writer says of womn.n's right to protect herself 
against the recklou pB88ion of man. Also, what s~e 
•ya of woman' wer over man, and of man'• readiness . 



'lJIB DREAD ALTBIUiATIVB. 107 

. tc yield to tha.t power, when woman baa the courage to 
appeal to his love : 

" I cannot concoivo of a woman, w:110 baa willingly and joy- ~ 
fully received into hor own boiug the: germ of a new cwatonce, 
with tho noblo clesign of roncloring that osietouce happy, ever 
committing thie foul clooJ. [11.bo1·tion]. 'l'he co.ullO of it must 
ah"rays ho, tho pn>\·ious snhwii;,oiou to au unwclcowo maternity. 
If this can ho justiliod, if tho Inws of man nnd of God oblige 
woman thus to dognido ancl viulnto tho l!acrecl11011S of her own 
por11tm, it follows tluit 11ho, l,cing thus outlawucl, placed out8ide 
tho protection of 1111 hnv, hul!mn aucl div foe, hlUI u. right to 1,rcr 
tt.-ct honclf from furthor evil, amd ovon a,·cngc hcl'IIOlf for tho puet, 
1U1 she bcl!t l'an ; and that whothcr hy taking tho life of her 1111&­
b:mcl or of hie child. Can this he doniod 1U1 a nOCOl!lllary COWIO­

qucnco? ancl docs not the bnro statement of it diHpro,·o tho n1on-
1<trou11 11111<Crtion that God, oithor hy Naturo or Uo,·elntion, Ima 
thu11 placed hor at tho disposal of man'• will? No living crca-
turo is created without some means of eolf-protoction; and in 
womnn, that wenpon is Self-Rc,pect. 

"It nmkcs my 111ml 11ick, ovon to a toothing of IIumanity, to 
think .of this unnntural dcod, and ite foul cause. .Alaa ! mon 
and women do not worship their own natures. 'Let ue eat u.ud 
drink,' they l'ry, ' fur to-morrow wo die ! ' - ' Let us sacrifico 
tho l1uma" t9 nppooso tho /,rute.' 

"Docs not the crimo of murder consist mainly in the fact, thut 
every soul born on this 11lanot hns rm inherent right to all tho 
dovolopmcnt it can rocciro in this, its birthplace, and when do-
• pri\'od of corporeal existence, is robbed of this right 7 If thill bo 
truo, then nnto-n,1tnl murder is of the same nnturo and character 
88 post-nat,il murder. Yet for the one crime, the criminal ie 
accounted, hy our judges, nnd by the sontimont of the public, to 
be worthy of death; whereas, thcso Mme judges, and thie Mme 
public, incite to tho commission of the other, by 1ubjccting 
womnn to an abhorred maternit1, 

"Whoro ie the wrong? In the man, first of all. He ii a· 
who subjects the woman to thia abhorred mo.tornity, and for hi■ 



108 UNDESIRiD MATERNITY, 

own 118D1ual gratification. For him thero is no apology,aave the 
miaerable one that piU!Bion OTercomes loToand l'OI\IIOn, the animal 
triumph• oTor tho m1m, the aon11ual ornr the i,piritual. 

11 In the mind of tho woman who allows herself to bocomo th·u1 
baaoly 1uheervient • to her hu1band'1J will, how loathaomo ia tho 
momor, of thOIO progenitors who boquoathod to tho man a 
nature 10 mean, aolti11h, tyrannical and animal, and to tho 
woman a nature 110 tnmoly, 110 ignobly 111heorTient and unl'llllist.­
lng I Where i1 tho remedy? In the.awakening of woman to 
tbi1 great evil. ,voman must Ml!Ort and maintain her righta 
in regard to maternity, oro any rational hope can bo entertained 
for tho future, I cannot hcliOTo that man would bot,'Omo tho 
fiorco, 10lfish tyl'lint ho now ie, if proporly appealed to boforo his 
heart bocomea h11rden()d by inrlulgonco,-that ho ,Tho, in tho 
general tran1aotion1 of life, is ju11t and honorable, woultl hocomo 
the 1elfillh despot at homo, if tho won1an who is hi11 wife fully 
1et1pocted her nature aB womM, and her individual 11aercdnCl.'8. 

11 Let wom11n, thon, ho 11ppoaled to. Let her • aril!C from tho 
dust, nnd put on her bonntifi:l g.inncnta,' for then, and not till 
then, 11hall her light l,renk forth 1\11 tho moming, aml Ilmnn.nity 
bocomo nil glorionl', Hut whilo woman, hy"law, cu11tom, mul 
religion, ·is 1110,lo 1111hH1m·iont to man 'a BOmmal gnLtilicntio11, with­
out regard to her foolingii and wi11h011, while law, custom uml 
religion bel!tow on nmn tho right to inflict on woman a maternity 
whON BulTcring,t nml rcspon11ihilities 11ho i11 not 11rcp,m.,J ,iu~-­
fully to woleomc, and while woman, to gratify 11um·11 11C1111m,l­

i1m, ia 1111hjootcd to tl1e atrociouM altemath·e of auto-1111tal 
murder, or of giving exiMtonce to children whom her innmst 110111 

npel1, there cun ho no hope of the regeneration and redemption, 
Ibo elemtion mid hoppinOHII of tho nLCO, and of peopling tlio 

. ..-th· with nobler imd more beautiful ty}lOI! of uianhood and 
y0manhood." 

How many husbands arc unwilling to have • their 
wivea get knowledge na • to their right to ,lecide when 
thet shall become motbera, or be aubjoctcd to the rclution 
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that leads to it I Let woman get light on this, if on 
no other subject, if she would be. happy in her home. 
Slaveholders count him moet guilty who attempts 
to teach their slaves their right to be free. So many 
huebonda curse bitterly the man . who would enlighten 
their wives in regard to Maternity, and the relation 
that lends to iL Dut true and earnest aoula are 
i,fo1lgcd to spread light on this subject. Read the 
followiug: 

")farriod women nro ot\cn 1111 ignomnt, nnd about 1111 de­
grn1l0tl, na to thoir rights and du til'II, l'Cl!JIOCling tbe function of 
lllntomity nnd the relntion thnt Jenda to it, Ill! nre tho 11lamlll of 
tho South in regard to their righb. :M"ny h1111l1nml111re 1111 un­
willing tlmt thoir wivoe 11houlJ got light 011 the,,o·1111liject11, "" Rre 

11l11Yohold1,'l'll thnt their 11lnn, 11hould he cnlightoned in rcgnnl to 
their conJition. They must not be nlloweil to know that ti1ey 
nro not momlly bound to 11uhmit. Thlly nm11t hwre no will of 
their own; nnd by their weak 11ubeervicncy, thoy m·cn sny to 
thoir l1111,lnnde,' God thy lnw, - thon mino,' 1U1 to }Intcmity 
nnd the rcl:ition thnt lcmla to it. Ilow cnn thoy know that 
th1.>ro iii nny other nnd nobler v.·ny, than to hnTe children nnd 
eomplnin, nnd complain nnd lmvo children, nnd eubmit thom­
lll'ln,- to their hu11band11' 1101111ualism with ontire acrvility and 
silcnco? 

" NO\·er hu any man 11poken a truer and more neodcd word ', 
thnn you hn,-o spokon, or hold out a more belpful hand to ; 
woman, to enlighten hor ignorance and to mi11e her from dogrn­
dntion, than you hnvo dono, in your work <'n • )lnrringe nnd 
Parentage.' To mo nnd my h1111hnnd, that book lm11 been 1U1 a 
mCIIMge direct from God, to guido ns in onr m011t llllt"1'ed rela­
tions in tho IIQnctuary of our homo. ,v o wait an:1io11sl1 for 
your work on• The Criruo of an Undoeignod and Undeeired )la­
teruity.' We cnn eecure for it a wide circulntion in thie region ; 
for tho onte-natal history and oducatipn of human beingii, ha 

10 • 
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lta beoring on thoir post-rcatal charoetcr and doetiny, i11 becoming 
a 11ubjcct or pnmu1ou11t intoroilt in many • true 11nd euml•t 
eoule." 

Tho fol1owing testimony to tho wide-spread pmctioo 
of ante-natnl lll!lroer is from one who has carefully 
notecl the progrCtlll of this crime, and its dia·o elfocts on 
tho physical and mor-.il contlitions of thoso who perpe­
trate it, and on their husbands and their homes : 

.. ~\ rrioml or 111ino toltl mo that eho 11hould hm·c killed two of 
her children, oro thoy woro born, ha,l t1ho known ho,I'. ~ho 
tried, but roulJ not acUt'(,'CtJU, Tho d1iltlnm who111 acho tried -to 
anunler wore born 11lh·o, aml aro n,nr lh·ing; hut thoy nro 
11tnw1IOII with tho topirit of roningo anti 11111nlor. Tht•y 11tr11ggl1'tl 
into lifo 11gaiu11t tho 11pirit of 11111nlor, anti tho nmtl)mu.1 curt<O 
~11111t romnin u110n their l!IOuill till otornity t<hnll l'utot it out. Thi11 
friend anti 111yto0lf mauo an CMtimnto of tho nmnber or our near 
neighbon who, to our knowlodgo, hail killcJ one or moru of' 
thoir children bororo they woro bom. Six, out or nine, had 
dono the 1luoo, or bad prucull'tl tho 8\!n·it'CII ol' n • family 1•hy1i­
ciiln' to do it for the1u. They all j1111tilioo tho pnU"til-C of anto­
nntul umnlor. A 1l\1Ctor in a noighl111ring ,·illni:;o, who O\·or 
frowns 111ion thit1 11111mh1ral tlt,etl, '""'urilll 1110, r,i,,,ntly, that ho 
Jia,l ht.-en applioo to hy 11ix ditforout wo1111\11 iu thi11 littln ,·il111~, 
in ono wook, to munlor tbnir chiltlrnn h,•furo hirth. So.mo of 
tlu'IIO women woro the 111,111t fiu1him111hln, wcnhhy nml fllllJIOl·tod 
womon of tho tvwn, 11ml two ot' thom woru cl111rd1-11u.•111ht,n1. 
Tboy nil illlli,itCtl it l\'1\11 lON! criminal to kill d1iltlrl.'II beli,ro tho, 
Wero born, than to cnnoo thom with 11n lmWtll,•01110 oxi11t,•nl'o. 

")ly lmttl•nd nntl • I havo dt111c "·hat l\"O l't•nM to oiro11l1\te 
your work nn • )lnrria~ nmi l'nl't'ntn~' in thuc n.,gi,111, nnd, 
alnad1, it IIM bnmght comli,rt to many bomft! \\'hon, happin.­
had 1-1 wl'll-nigh WN1Ckod by the 1111nat11rnl dl'm1111tlti ot' hue­
bande, and by their imJllllling m11ton1ity on ti.cir win• when . 
&he, were unJlffll"'rcd to moot tho COllllOIJIIOut 11111loring." 
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The following shows bow common, in cities, is tho ( 
pmctice of ante-natal murder. What a testimony agninst 
hu11lmndl! wbo impose ou tbeu· wives maternity, without • 
design, and contrary to their own wi11hcs, and the wiH4cs 
or their wives I 

" .A phy:1ici1111 in n noighboring city toM mo tlu,t it w,ui vory 
common, nmong tho moro faehiorn,blo nnd wealthy ,,mong whom ~· 
ho 11r11cti,qJtl, for h1111b:mth,, who wi11h,'ll to havo thoir wh·CII.. :. _ .. 
,,lw11y11 rcl\lly for lk>Cioty, to bring them to him 1u1tl ollilr fargo . ,, .. ' 
sums of money to inJu,._-o him w procure abortion, 1md to pro- · ..,...__/ 
vont_~n~tion. lnmri,,bly, thOIIO ,vho pmcti1M>" thiit out~ ·o '[,I 
on th~ru110ln,:1 lol!O thoir hoalth, borome low--111,iritoo, fool ·.-. 

' ... :­
h111ubl0t.l amd prOt'titutcJ, nnd nro mndo irrib\hlll, l'omplnining, -..;., • .• __ 
ncnou11 inmliJ11 for lifo, and wholly incnpadtall'll for tho onjoy- "--

• mont11 of &Ocioty. I know numy who 11r1,ctil!O thie foul criuuJ, • "" 
Thoao who do it i;eucn,lly lose thoir '8lf•ret1pect, booomo 11t1luunl,J. 
of thoir womnnh00tl, nnd. shrink nwny from eocioty, conal'iou■ 
thnt they dl'l!Cr,·o to bo "hunncd or pitied, by all that ill pure 
nnd nohlll. 0 ! \Thy, why do lmaband, in1poeo on their winie 
an nltor1111ti\·o 11u horriulo? "·hy d<> wonum ercr 11ub111it to a 
rolution thut 1ml~ccl11 thom to the l"~ibility ot' I\ mntcrnity, 
whoso 1111fforin~ thlly nro not prorun'll w nioot? Tboy hml 
bottllr lltnn·o, botlllJ' liio ! •1 "Yllt, in my ignorl\nco, to }llci\llC my hu11bnnd, nnd to ~"'JlO 
the 11i;onieit of am 11111fosirt>tl mntllrnity, h,u·o I 111lowcJ this nultl& 
11nn11tuml outrngo to ho pcrpctmtod upon my..clfnml my unbon1 
chihh-011. I know tho ngony of t1011l, nnd tho 0011:1dous t1lll\111e 
nnil 1fogrml1,tion womnn li.'l.•l11, when, Jun-ing nllowl'd hor hue­
bnnd to impoM on horn mntl'rnity whkh her 1110111 l\bhorrotl, 111ho 
rl'~1•rt11 to nnto-natul mur.lor 11, 1n·oill ,:h·ing hirth to n child 11ho 

• dol'<I 11,lt wnnt. I know no womun ''"n pn1ctit!e thi11 outrogo on 
hoa'lllllf, or allow nnotbor to pr11etii,o it u1ion her, without injury 
to bolly nnd eoul. No womnn, aftor Joing thiit 1llll'll, can atand 
boforo bor own eoul, or bofoN her foll.,w-boings, u elao did 
boforo. 

. t 
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.. The unwelcome child ! - maternity, abhorred b:, the mother 
and without dllllign b:, tho fathor ! - you call this • TUii CRDIJI o• 
&.HTB ! ' It is. LB:, it opon to tho oyllll of all, in its boaring 
on tho purity and happinOl!II of homo, and on tho character and 
de&tiny of the· raco. • Ld tlun be ligl,t ! ' In the name of God 
and humanity, and by all that is pure and lovely in man or wo­
man. and by all that ii 111.,cred 1L11J dear in the relation of mother 
and chiltl, • LET TUJIRB BK LIGHT ! ' " 

The following extmct is from a wife n.nd mother, who, 
with her husband, is laboring earnestly nnd efficiently to 
elevate tho human typo. 'l'hey nre ever active to sur­
round thcml!Clvcs and their child1·c11 witla knowledge, with 
just, pure nnd ennobling views and principles in regard 
to marriage and .J>llrentage. They think this the 01dy 
way to save their· sous aud daughte1·s f1·om the deep 
wretclu .. 'llncss anti tlcgrmfation of inharmonious conjug-.il 

. relatioll8, from pollutetl homes, and from tho crime oC 
giving existence to chilll1-cn they do not want. l\Iark ! 
the wonum, whose modesty is shocked at every eft'ort, 

, ho,vever truthful, ea1·11est nnd dclicntc it mn.y be, to 
enlighten husbamls and wives· in rcg:ml to tho natural 
laws dl"Sigm.'ll to govcm l\latcruity, and the relation that 
leads to it, docs not feel at all shocked by a111,:-1uual 
munler. She can even justify hersclC in doing this most 
foul and monstrous deed : -

" When :,on lectured in this placo, on • The Unwelcome 
Chnd,' one lad:, wont out of the ho11110, alTocting to be groatl:, 
lhockod b:, what :,ou mid. Yet, that 11ame woman who went 
oat muttering cunM on :,ou, for warning huabGnds agains, 
imposing an undt111ircd matomit:, on their wh'OI, has, to m:, 
knowlodge, ~d such a loathed and wretched burden thrust 
apoa her ,wice, in two :,ean, and each time hu killod her child 
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before i& wu bom. Another lad1, m1 near neighbor, who 
thinka 111eh 111bjcota 1hould neTer be agitated, publicly, hu 
throo times, within 110 many yeMB, oowwittod tho erimo of anto­
nntal murdor.. The tint child waa 90,·en month, old when 11he 
killed it. Sho told me thiB honclf. She i1 now but twenty-four 
)'81\1'1 old. She baa ono living child, and thill mu1t 1uifor for lifo, 
from the 011trng01 porpotNtod upon it by tho mother, ere ita 
birth. Sho eay• 1ho cannot, and will Qot, bavo any moro 
children yet. She eaya her hu11band in11i1tll on hil gratifica­
tion, and ebo. cannot prl\·ent conception, and hAI no 11lterna­
fo·e but to killthechli~iron boforo thoy are born, or gh·o uillt­
onco to thOIIO whom hor 1011l ropele, and thue.ontail on tbClll 
a mothor'B eune. She juetifioa i101110lf by aaying, it is no 
grootor ain againat tho child, againet horeolr, againet eoeiety, 
and ngainet humanity, for a mothor to kill hor child before i~ 
i11 born, than to give birth to it when hor own bean. loathoe 
ita eir.i&tonco. 

" Sho is ono or a largo claM, who aro th,u trying to reconcile 
thcmeoh·ce to ante-natal murder. Still, she fools dogmded, aa all 
mUBt who do thiB deed. Thoy are dogradod. A dcod IO unnatu­
rnl and so cruel can never ho porpotrntod without deep injury to 
tho morul nature of all concomod. '.l'he spirit that "·ould kill 11, 
child boforo birth, would kill it after; tho epirit that would 
commit a11/c-nalnl murder, would commit pou-ntilal murder. 
Ilut whnt shnll ho said of tho husbnnd who eultioct11 hiB wifo 
to thie fearful nltornntivo? Can man do 11, deed moaner, more 
eolfieh, more •tanio?" 

Tho organic nnd constitutional tendencies of those who 
arc horn are fixed. It may take a mighty effort to cor­
rect their birthright tendencios to disease and to crime. 
Thousands sn.y, ns the writer of the following extract 
says, - "We were lamentably ignorant of the natural 
lawa of Parentage when we married. Would that light 
bad come to ua sooner. But ·we will not allow the hap-

104 
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pincss of our chilllren, nnd our children's children, to be 
wrecked for want of knowlcllb"O." The following is tho 
t.c:stiwony of a true arnl caruCdt woman, and loving and 
h11ppy wife and mother : - • • 

"JJoforo your villic to thi11 placo to locturo on ''rho ,\nto-Nat.,l 
Jliatory of the llumuri Doing, un,I it.I inlluonco on hi11 P011t-Nnh,l 
Chanacter and De11tioy, in tho body au,J out of it,' my hu11l111nd 
und myeclf had talkoJ ovor tho 111lyoot of lfarriugo uud l'nront­
uge n groat dMI ; bu& wo ne,·cr had had it pl'OIIOntoJ to our 
minde in IO 1troog amt clear II light l>oforo. 

" \V'hon I wu 111nrricd, I W1'8 JU<lt't l,uuontnbly ignorant of 
Ute law, of my D1Ltnro, ct1pt,'Cilllly of thll80 dosignoJ to govorn 
)Jaten,ity. llut my l11111h1md, in ro<,;a,rd to umtomity, nnd tho 
rotation thllt loads to it, i11 u 1111111& kind 1md oom,i,luruto man, 
and I luvo nml honor him ull tho moro for it. I ,vi11h your book 
on • )Llrringo and Parontngo ' lu,d li,llon into onr laundl! bcforo 
our childron ,voro born ; wo might havo gh·on thon, more lo,·ing 
hoarte, and nobler nutun.•, in boily uml l!lml, hy un,lontnnding 
bettor how surrounding inllucneo11 111Toot u11 boforo birth. llut 
I am thllnlr.ful for my 111,ke, aml for my ohildru11'11 l'ilko, 11ml for 
tho 11:,ko of tho 111othon that uro to t-'OlllO al\or m,, tlu,t your 
vioWI aro l,oing 10 widoly.11111Jo known throngh your writingii 
an,l your loctmw. IC mothcn bottor undtll'lltllnd tho l"'"' of 
Natura dONigned to govom matomity, nnd the rotation in which 

. it originntce, they will bo more cnroful of tbolDlllllvee, for tbe 
11111ko of thoir children. 

" I liave benro many mothon uprou thoir thnnkfulnOM for 
your visit and your convonntione anti loctufOII hore. You lu"·o 
gin,n hopo and gl111lnC811 to many anxiou11 and dC11pi1iring boorte, 
'fhe mothor of 1ix little onoe, and who ie nbout to 11,ld another to 
the numhor, eaid to mo, 'Such instruction ie unctly what' i11on 
anti wowon nood.' I felt sorry for hor ; yet no, IIO ll(Jrry for bor 
u for tho unborn babe ; fur I Ir.now ita esietonco ia moe,t unwol-
oume to '118 mother. • 

" When I Uwak or Uie groa, and good work in which you are 
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engaged, my bean bl- you, aad bi.u you God-epooi, for it ill 
a 1111bjcct of the doopeat intemlt to mo aa a wife and mothor. 
Doforo thia qumtion of )Iaten1ity, and tho relation that lOll<hi to 
it, ao far 1111 the cham.ctor aud dmtiny of tho mce aro coneernod, 
in tbill and in tho future 11tato, all othon 11ink into int1ig11ifi­
canl'O. It i&, mOllt painful to hlll,r ·woman, in her ,·anity, hor 
11hullownC1.111, and intolloctnal, aooial and moml dob."M!Omont, 
army honolf againat the only mo'l"omont • tl11,t ornr C'llll raiaio 
hl'r to a truo eiitimate of honclf 1111 tho mothor of tho nice. 
Till tho right is concoocd to hor Co dotonuinc for honolf when, 
how ol'ton, and unJor what ronditiolll' 11110 11l11&11 ho a 111othcr, 
or bo 1111bjoct ft> tho .relation that lcatl11 to 1W1tcmity1 wtHuun 
nm noror booomo tho truo and proud mother of a liculthy, 

--boautiful and noblo ofr,.pring. Whilo 11ho is a mother from 
nO('Oflllity rnthor than from cl,oico, sho mm•t fool hol'IIOlf an 
ahj,'Ct, tl~oJ being, and hor chilJron mullt partnko of her -
dogmdution. l\Iy hm1b1md and my110lf bid you God-speed ! 
Our heart.I are with you." 

The following fact wns communicntetl by n wifo and 
mother, ns having occurred under her own obscrv:ition, 
11ml in rcfcrcnco to her own _ daughter. Let o,·cry 
ti,thor nml mother read this, and soo to "·hnt extrcm­
itie11 their daughte1-s arc often driven, to 8llVO them­
selves from o. maternity whose sufferings they are not 
prepared to endure : -

" l\Iy only daughter wns marriod to a ,rnrm-hoartod, impul­
Bi'l"o young mnn of twenty,. whon 1ho w,ui but 11ixtoon. I 
h..~ught him not to mnrry hor to gratify hie pat'llione, nnd 
enJ~•u,·orod to to0t hoforo him nnd her the certain coneoquonCC11 
fJf n union formoo for more 11emmnl purix-. Sh0 was, nnd 
ill, nn inuooont, urtl1J1111, and fmil cronturo. SIHJ was in poor 
health, and I know thnt abiionoo from lii01 proyod upon the lifo 
of hor body and aoul. Thoy married, and he took ber ~ a 
diiltant westom State. 
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" In about four months, abe ea.me home to me, by bis conaent, 
a haggard, omaciatod wreck of a woman. Tho first moment she 
saw me alone, she said to mo, '.Mother, they BflY I am about to 
bocome a mother, and my husband wiahod mo to come to you, to 
- if you could not prevent it.• I told her it wa1 impoesible ; 
1he wa1 ao feoblo, that the o.lfort to kill the child would kill 

. her. She wept, and prayod me to save her from the au.lforing 
and an1;11iah of child-birth. 'I havo,' Mid she, • tho m06t 
luathllome and horrible feelings about it. I think it would ho 
a grster ain to give birth to a child, with tho Coolings I now 
l1avo toward& it, than to kill it before it ii born.. 'l'ho very 
thought of giving birtk to a child fills my aoul with deadly 
enmity. .My conatant prayer ia, that the child may be do- · 
etroyed. I would rather die with it, than to give it birth under 
1uch circumetancoa. What will tho child be, af\er it ia born, 

> ~ . if I give birth to it with tho feelings I now have, and which I 
~ ~ c:anrioc help? ' 
,,... '"'.(~• I eameetly tried to di•uauo hor from d0&troying it for IIOV• 

•-.·er . .:a;.1 days ; but eho bocnme 10 desperate, that I feared she would 
• kill herself, and knew that if the child wu developed and born, 

under such a etato of mind in the mother, it must inovitably ho 
a d011pomdo, or a fugitive and vagabond on the ORrth, She had 
not one fooling of natural dC11ire for her child, but only eought 

/ ita death. I took her to a doctor, notod for hie an•natnl mur­
den, and he adviaed that the child should be killed, -and he 
killod it. Iler husband came after .her, and WIii thankful tho 
deed had been done. • 

"But tho huebnnd had no thougM of l'Olltraining hia pnaaion, 
and ineietod on ita gratifkation, though maternity should en111e. 
In a fow month,, maternity wu again impoeed upon hor, She 
bu no power of endurance. Ile and aho again wmhod tho child 
to ho doatroyed, and h wae, by tho same doctor. With all thi11 

( 
dreadful 10.lfering and anguieh of hie wife, he inai1tod on l.1i1 

.> gratification. Ile had no higher conception of marriage, than 
u a-meana of mere aeDIUAl indulgenoo. To own her body, and 
1118 it for hil gratifleation, he • deemed hie right u a hu1band, 
Sbe ngardl maternity wi~ repu]aion, and the nla~on ~t 
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lead, to it ; ,till, like m01, women, ahe thinka it a great mi&­
fortune that .buabAnda cannot gratify their BOllllllWllm without . 
impoeing on their wive11 the n800lllity of abortion, or of giving 
birth to children they do not want, and ahe lh·oa in constant 
fear of losing tho alrootion of her hu1bGnd, if ■ho doell not quiotly 
yiold to bi, pai!llion. 

".A, to her buebGnd, ehe really thought he could not control 
him111lf without great injur,. llo ~ convinood her that the 
laws of God and man gave him the .right to that indulgonco 
with his k-giu wifo u often u he desired, and if conooption 
ensuod, it wu no fault of his ; that ho Wll8 blamol01111, u to 
any wrong done. I could no, but feol disguatod and horrified, 
to aoo all that wu lovely and good in my child tho• 1111Crifiood 
to a man'• low aonaualism. ,vhon a huabAnd th111 doliborntely 
treats • hie wife u a mere mfflnB of eeneual gratificution, it 
blunts all tbn.t is refinod and noble in hor, and makCB him an 
object of dit1guet to her. And ebe, • if IOCial in her naturo, 
must exerci110 the lovo-principlo or atarvo, and Bl10 Wlllltea it on 
othora moro congenial, who will r011poct bor womanly naturo, 
Often this 'is the cause of hor throwing horsolf into tomptu.­
tion, and becoming a victim of the bGse pusiona of thoee who 
are over on tho watch for sucb. Thus sho is drh·en, step by 
stop, to uttor pl'08titution, -nil from being 111ado tbo 11la,·e 
to tho sensual ptUlllion of tho hu11bnnd. lfad sho bad a spiri&­
unlly-mindcd and noblo husband, or tho courage to auort hor 
rights, hor homo would have boon hor hoavon, and her pro­
gr~ and impro,·emont, not hor degradation and ruin, tho law 
of hie life." 

Read tlie following. It must be an inhuman and mon­
strous religion which can countenance 11, crime so unnatu­
ral as cnfo1·ccd maternity, or ante-natal murder-: -

" Those among us who aro membora of our churches, and are 
counted m01t exemplar, pattorn11 of purity and piety, to my 
certain knowledge, practise anto-natal murder, and they j111tif7 
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thclllliOh·ai by saying, • It would be a groatorsin against cbildren 
l O\.. _ . to entail on them the cnl'll8 of an abhorred exiiltanco, than to 
, ~ V\.o. kill them before they are born ! ' Thlll!O pious women alfoetcd 
•~ ;,...... _ ..._ to he greatly ehoekcd, when, in your lectures hero, you appooled 
"-. , to their hu11band11 to control their paMions, and spoke of the 
:. ~ , crime of enforcing on women a matornity whose rcsponsibilitioe. 
'; l.J,,. aud aulFeringii they were not propnrcdjoyfully to welcome. But 

Nature i11 ever true to hol'INllf. No matter who they u.re thnt 
pcrpotrute thi11 outrngo, whether rich or poor, high or low, 
pious or impious, whether in ·tho church or out of it, they 
booomo weakly, and ineurnbly dillC,.'\llOO; their constitutions IIOOn 
brook down under thi11 ab1111C, and thoy JlR88 away by ronauu1p­
tion, or eome namelCl!II, wasting dil!OOIIO, and their death is, by 
most people, nttributed to a • \\"ieo and good Providence.' 'fhc 
husbcmd11, tho real murtloroni, are pitied, and aoon comforted by 
taking other wirn11, only to kill them in tho aamo \\'lly. Ilow 
ean a woman feel proud of tho nature God hns given her, aner 
thu11 ahutoing it 7 She ou.nnot. She must fllel in her eoul that 
11ho is dogrnded, 1\nd her ,·cry cxi>1tenoo boc11u1cs a toothing to 

• hel'llolf. Who c.lrh·011 her to this inlmman deotl ?-who, indeed, 
but the very hm,band to whom 11ho l!O fondly looked for protec­
tion from all ham1 7 " 

DEAR FRIEND, - The following positions seem to me 
to be clearly sustainc<l : • 

1. Thn.t it is a crime of tho tlccpcst dye, fo1· a husband 
to impose on his wife, witliont design, a maternity whose 
responsibilities and suffcriuh,s she cannot joyfully endure. 

2. That it is a sin for a husband to urge bis wife to 
submit ton. relation which may result in an undesigned 
and undCHircd mntemity. 

8. That no wife cnn stand proud and stainless before 
her own soul, who allows herself to come into a relation 
with her husband which may entail on her the curse of 
an unwelcome mntemity, and reduce her to the revolt.ing 



TIIK Jllll!:AD ALTERNATIVE. 110 

alternative of ant.c-natn.l murder, 01· of giving birth to a 
child whose cxisleuce is abhon·ent to her soul. 

Moy not every child, in justice, demand of its parents, 
WI a birthright inheritance, (1) a healthy body, free from 
all tendency to discusc; (2) a healthy soul, free from o.11 
temlencics to idiocy, and insanity of int.cllcct or of hen.rt; 
(3) n. designed existence, the result of a. wise and tender 
fo1;ethought, and not of blind, impetuous, sclfi11h, sensual 
pa&iion; (4) a love origin, rather than o. mere sensual, 
nuimnl origin; nnd ( 5) o. joyous welcome into life ? As 
you cast your little ones afloat on tho oceun of eternal 
being, bo careful to secure to them this outfit; then may 
you hope to see them bravely and succcssf ully outrillo 
the storms of life, nnd enter into a true and endless rest. 
But what hope is there for these poor, disc:lSCU, suffering 
little ones, the off11pring of n. lo:1thcd nnd hated mnt.crnity, 
"·hose very exist.once, ere they we1·e born, w11s mnclo 
nccurscd by tho mothers that bore them, nnJ by the 
fathe111, whose only thought or 1ii111 in the act in which 
they origin:itl.--<l was mere sensual gmtification? God 
pity these poor, unwelcome ones! No earthly parents 
welcome them into life with loving smiles. In whose 
warm, loving bosom can they bo tenderly cherishcu? 
To whom can they look for love and symp.-ithy? • .Aga.in 
I say, GoD PITY TllE:rn l'Ooll, U.NWELCO)IE CUILDREN ! 

That your home may never bo cursed by nn unde­
signed and undesired ru:Lternity, or · by an unwelcome 
-:hilu, is the anxious wish of 

Your friend, 

H. C. W. 




