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his body, he thinks the world goes on very well 
without this higher knowledge. It is true, it would 
be a gratification of his curiosity, but he does not 
see that he could make it practical; it would not 
contribute to his earthly prosperity, or put money 
in his purse; besides, when a man finds an �����
����������  he had better draw rein, and not waste 
time in a vain endeavour to get beyond it. But I 
repeat, we know nothing about ultimate facts, or 
whether there are any at all. We only know that 
at present we cannot get beyond a certain point, or 
see how we are to attempt an advance; but we do 
not know that God may not see fit to put us in 
the way; and we do not know that the end of 
man’s earthly existence is not the highest �����
�����  as well as the highest virtue; and if so, we 
may be sure that a comprehension, or rather appre­
hension, of God’s greatest work will not be left out 
of the catalogue of our future attainments.

It is ��������  that the total ignorance which now 
prevails regarding our spiritual nature and origin 
is one of the unalterable conditions of our exist­
ence; but, judging by analogy, it does not seem
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