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P R E F A C E .

T h e  immutable decrees of God and the Free Agency of Man, 
has ever been the mooted question of Doctors of Divinity in 
all ages of the world, and probably will remain open for dis
cussion forever. Until we can draw the dividing line between 
the finite and infinite, and ascertain how far man can act entirely 
disconnected from all influence of the Divine Mind, if at all, 
there will be a diversity of opinions upon this all-important 
subject. I say important, for it appears to me to be the key
stone of the arch which spans from man to God and on which 
rests the great theological fabrics of all time. It is evident 
that if God really governs the universe, He does it mentally 
and morally, as well as physically. Those whe take the side 
of what is called free agency, do so from a perfect conscious
ness of a power within themselves to act as they please. This 
does not reach the root of the difficulty; for the question is 
not whether man is controled by physical force; but how far 
he, as an individual, can separate his mind from the great body 
of mind by which he is surrounded, both visible and invisible ; 
and then act independent of all conditions, both mental and 
physical. If man would be perfectly free, and independent of j 

all things else, he must be in some place where God is not, and 
surrounded by no circumstances or conditions. But as long 
as he is within God’s Universe, he is within the influence of 
the Divine Mind and all things He has made.
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IV. PREFACE.

It is conceded that this is the most metaphysical subject 
involved in theology, and one which is most inexplicable. How 
well and ably it is handled in the accompanying discourse, we 
leave for the candid and critical reader to decide.

Mrs. H a tc h , at the time of her delivery of this discourse, 
was seventeen years and seven months old. After she had 
taken the stand, in company with myself, I invited the audience 
to select a Committee of three competent persons to designate 
a subject for the evening’s discourse. That Committee was 
duly chosen and voted in by the audience. I then stated that 
they had the privilege of presenting any question or theme 
in Philosophy, Moral or Religious ethics for elucidation. They 
brought in the following question : — “ Do the immutable decrees 
of God interfere with, or hinder, the freedom of action in man ? ’ 
She immediately arose; and after chanting and offering up 
thanks to God, proceeded to an elucidation of her subject. I 
give it to the reader without a change of a word, from the 
Reporter’s manuscript, that he may have it as it came from the 
the speaker, in a Trance state.

Prom this statement, it will be seen that the discourse is 
entirely impromptu, and delivered without one minute oppor
tunity for reflection or arrangement of ideas. As N. P. Willis I 
says of another discourse, delivered by Mrs. Hatch on a previous 1

I

occasion, “ How to explain it, with her age, habits and educa-, 
tion, is the true point at issue.”

B. F. HATCH, M. D.
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L E C T U R E .

The s e r v i c e s  w e r e  o p e n e d  b y  i n t r o d u c t o r y  r e m a r k s  

b y  D r .  H atch, w h i c h  w e r e  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a n t i n g  

o f  t h e  L o r d ’s  P r a y e r ,  b y  M r s .  H atch.
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  

o f  D r .  H atch, b y  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  t o  c h o o s e  a  t h e m e  f o r  

t h e  e v e n i n g ’s  d i s c o u r s e ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  t h e y  p r e 

s e n t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t :  —

“  D o  T H E  IM M U T A B L E  D E C R E E S  O F G o d  IN T E R F E R E  

W IT H , OR H I N D E R , T H E  F R E E D O M  O F A C T IO N  IN  M A N  ? ”

P R A Y E R .

I n f i n i t e  J e h o v a h  ! Thou who hast ruled, and who rulest, 
and who shalt rule forever ; Thou who art our God, and our 
Father; who hast seen the end from the beginning of all 
time and eternity ! we would bless and adore Thee to-night. 
The unnumbered worlds that revolve in space are but as 
atoms, compared with Thine infinite standard. The suns 
and systems which revolve in harmony and concord with 
Thine own mind, but express the beauty and divinity of Thy
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soul, which filletli heaven, and pervadeth all things, whilst 
man, the physical epitome of Thy creation, stands forth 
brightly and purely the image of Thine infinity. We would 
praise Thee as hum anity; we would adore Thee as the human 
soul, attuned to perfect concord with Thy being. We would 
worship Thee as the sunshine, as the star-beams worship 
Thee, when they shed their full effulgence of light upon the 
altar of Thy creation. We would bow down before the sun
light of Thy love, and drink in its splendors, live in its bright
ness and know that it comes from Thee. We would lay upon 
the altar of oxir inmost being, Thy dwelling-place, all holy 
and perfect gifts, all divine affections, all beauty and power, 
all emblems of religion, of science, of art, of morality, and 
ask Thee to receive and approve them. Nay, we would con
centrate the wisdom of worlds into one science, and ask of 
Thee if it be true. We would analyze and scan Thine ex
istence ; we would penetrate into our inmost being, and see 
if we are allied to Thee, — and see if there is a spark there 
which can have been kindled only by Thy divine power, — 
which has been thrown off from Thy nature as a corruscation 
of light which may revolve around Thee forever and forever. 
Our Father : though we aye but satellites, though but smaller 
planets, compared with the emblems of Thy power which 
have existed in the past, — though we contain but in a finite 
degree what Thou art in the infinite, — still we must com
pare Thee to what we know of Thy works, and conceive of 
Thee as the harvest-time speaks of Thy bounty, when it yields 
its treasures to the earth, as the splendors of the deep sun
set illustrate the beauty and perfectness of Thine external 
presence, as the morning beams burst in upon the earth, 
filling her with life and joy, as the spring-time gives flowers 
and birds, as summer, with her rich foliage, trails her gar
lands around us, as the winter comes, cold and icy, yet bril
liant with the diamond dews that glitter in the moon. Our 
souls would know Thee in the spring-time of life, when gloom 
and care are unseen, when the child begins to put forth 
the shoots of its developing character, — in summer, in the 
days of youth and of early manhood, — in autumn, when we
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reap th e 'f ru it  of our labors, — in the winter of old age, 
when the blossom of the earthly spring has spread into the 
snowy flower, — iii that earliest spring-time of eternity — we 
would still recognize and still adore Thee. We would wor
ship Thee as does the flower, with its fragrance; as do the 
billows of the ocean, when they dash against the shore with 
their deep, sonorous souifd, forever and forever conveying an 
image of eternity and infinity; as do the sparkling stream
lets, dancing down the mountain-side; as do the high moun
tain-tops, with their glaciers bathed in sunshine and beauty. 
We would adore Thee as all Nature adores Thee ; and more, 
as the immortal, the universal soul adores its Creator and its 
God.

And, Spirit of the universe, as these Thy children gaze 
through the dim vista of the Past, as through the opening 
Future they see the faint outlines of that eternity towards 
which they are tending, — as within their souls they realize 
but one atom of the comprehensiveness of Thy universe, 
may the chains of bondage, of ignorance, of error, be burst, 
and the soul freed, like the caged bird let loose, to soar to its 
own mountain-peaks of thought and of wisdom. The soul 
cannot be chained by ignorance, by error, by darkness, or by 
crime. These are but the result of the lack of knowledge, 
which Thine own Spirit will overpower — the Eternal Sprit 
of love. And 0 , Father of the Universe, as the stones are 
being rolled away from the sepulchres of men’s souls, as, one 
by one, the spirits of Thy children are waking from the 
sleep of ignorance and depravity, and ascending to the 
higher spheres of love and of Thy divine perfection, as the 
grave has lost its terror, and death its sting, — as eternity 
beams in brightly, through the windows of man’s being, and 
life, and joy, and happiness ; as these whispers are no longer 
heard at a distance, but around the lattice and beneath the 
roof of the cottage — so may Thy children feel that wherever 
Thou mayst be, Thy face, and Thy power, and Thine infinite 
goodness overlooks and controls the whole. And while Thou 
art infinite, while Thou art Jehovah, while Thou dost reign
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in strength, and while Thy subjects are seeking to under
stand and to grasp after Thee, so long shalt Thou receive 
praises, unceasing praises, forever and forever, — so long shall 
the widow’s tear and the orphan’s wail be heard by Thee,— 
so long shall the mounter rejoice, and shall they that trem
ble, the deep-depressed and down-trodden, find a friend in 
T hee; so long as Thou art the Infinite God, so long will 
truth triumph over error, light over darkness, knowledge 
over ignorance; and Thy children shall ever aspire to free
dom, to justice, and to beauty. We implore Thee not, to cast 
any especial dispensation upon them, to shower blessings 
upon those who are in poverty and in wretchedness, but 
only that the store-house of Thy childrens’ hearts may be 
opened, that they to whom Thou hast given the blessings of 
charity and love may administer to their brothers and sisters, 
that the gifts bestowed by Thee may be generously distribut
ed ; we only ask that thy children, each and every one, may 
assist each other in their divine progress up the steep of time 
and eternity, that they who profess to worship and follow 
Thee, that they who speak the name of the meek and lowly 
Jesus may follow in his footsteps, may raise up the down
trodden, administer to the needy, assist the friendless; and 
thus peace, prosperity, liberty, and justice will dawn in upon 
Thy children, and this nation, and all other nations and 
people will thus fulfill the demands of that Christianity which 
is the embodiment of Thy being, and constitutes Thine eternal 
and infinite love. And to Thee, our Father, shall be all the 
praise which shall arise to-night from the souls of Thy chil
dren like the sweet cadences of melody, and, blended with 
the music of angel choirs, shall proclaim that Thou art 
Jehovah forever and forever.
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DI SCOURSE.

T he subject p r e s e n t e d  f o r  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  

o n e  w h i c h  h a s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  d e e p 

e s t  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  a g e s ,  o n e  w h i c h ,  

s i n c e  m i n d  b e g a n  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s i n c e  m a n  h a s  b e e n  

c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  

t h e o l o g y ,  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a l l  t h i n k e r s  a n d  

w r i t e r s  u p o n  m o r a l  a n d  t h e o l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t s .  I t  i s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  a n  a b s t r a c t  s u b j e c t ,  o n e  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  a s  

w e l l  m e t a p h y s i c s  a s  t h e o l o g y ,  a n d  w h i c h  w e  m u s t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  v i e w  f r o m  o u r  o w n  s t a n d - p o i n t  o f  d e v e l o p 

m e n t .  I t  i s  n o t  o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  q u o t e  o n  t h i s  o c c a 

s i o n ,  a n y  t h e o l o g i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  s u c h  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  

i n  g e n e r a l ,  w h e n  a p p l i e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o n f u s e ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  a s s i s t ,  i n  t h e  a r g u m e n t .  W e  s h a l l  v i e w  t h i s  

s u b j e c t  o n  t h e  s i m p l e  b a s i s  o f  m a n ’s  r e a s o n  a n d  i n t e l 

l i g e n c e ,  a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n s  w h i c h  

m a y  b e  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  a  b e a r i n g  u p o n  i t ,  W e  

s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  o u r  o w n  t h o u g h t s ,  b a s e d  u p o n  o u r  

h i g h e s t  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  e q u i t y ,  b u t  w i t h  

d u e  d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o t h e r s .

2
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I t  i s  c o n c e d e d ,  b y  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o n e  o r  

m o r e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h i s  u n i v e r s e ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l  a n d  

g u i d e  i t ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  r a d i a n t  s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  

a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a r e  i n f i n i t e ,  s u p r e m e ,  

a n d  e t e r n a l .  C o n c e n t r a t i n g  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  t o 

g e t h e r ,  w e  h a v e  t h i s  o n e ,  w h i c h  i s  m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  r e a s o n ,  w i t h  i n t u i t i o n ,  w i t h  r e v e l a t i o n ; i t  i s  t h e  

G reat J ehovah, o r  I n f i n i t e  S p i r i t ,  w h e n  l i t e r a l l y  

t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  H e b r e w  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  F u t u r e ,  

t h e  P r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e  P a s t ,  t h a t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n ,  w h i c h  

i s ,  a n d  w h i c h  e v e r  s h a l l  b e .  A l l  t h e  d i v i n e  e l e m e n t s  \  

o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n t o  t h i s  o n e  w o r d  

a n d  t h i s  o n e  p o w e r , — J ehovah, t h e  I n f i n i t e .  J
N o w  i n  w h a t  m a n n e r  t h i s  J e h o v a h ,  t h i s  D i v i n e  

m i n d  a c t s ,  i s  n o t  f o r  u s  t o  t e l l .  W e  c a n  o n l y  p e r 

c e i v e  H i s  i n f i n i t u d e  b y  t h e  i n f i n i t u d e  o f  o u r  o w n  o b 

s e r v a t i o n ;  w e  c a n  o n l y  c o m p r e h e n d  H i s  d i v i n i t y  b y  

a s  m u c h  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  a s  w e  p o s s e s s  o u r s e l v e s  ; w e  

c a n  o n l y  s e e  H i s  o m n i p o t e n c e  b y  v i e w i n g  t h e  w o r k s  

o f  H i s  h a n d  ; c a n  o n l y  c o n c e i v e  o f  H i s  p r e s e n c e  • b y  

t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l i f e  w h i c h  p e r v a d e  a l l  

t h i n g s .  T h e s e  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  o b s e r v e r  c o n v e y  b u t  

l i t t l e  h i n t  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  m i n d ,  b u t  t o  t h e  s o u l  a w a k e  t o  

a l l  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  p e r f e c t  i n  n a t u r e ,  e a c h  o b j e c t  

i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  a n  o r a c l e  p r o c l a i m i n g  G o d ’s  p r e s 

e n c e  a n d  p o w e r .  W e  s h a l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n v i n c e  

t h e  s k e p t i c  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  G o d .  W e  s h a l l  n o t  

a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  i d e a s  o f  a l l  

n a t i o n s  a r e  f o u n d e d  u p o n  t r u t h .  W e  c a n  o n l y  a s s u m e
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i t ,  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m e n  i n  e v e r y  n a t i o n  a n d  c l i m a t e  

h a v e  w o r s h i p p e d  a  G o d  o r  G o d s ,  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  i n  J e 

h o v a h .  F r o m  t h i s  f a c t ,  w e  m u s t  e i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  G o d ,  w h o  r u l e s  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  

o r  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  i s  a  s t u p e n d o u s  f a i l u r e ,  a  g r e a t  

w o r k  o f  c h a n c e ,  i n  w h i c h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  f l i t  t h r o u g h  

t h e  e a r t h  l i k e  i n s e c t s  t h r o u g h  a  s u m m e r ’s  d a y ,  l i v i n g  

f o r  a n  h o u r ,  t h e n  p a s s i n g  f r o m  e x i s t e n c e .  B u t  w i t h  

t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  a n d  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  a l l  h u m a n i t y ,  w e  

m u s t  p r o c l a i m ,  u p o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  o u r  a r g u m e n t ,  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a n  i n f i n i t e  G o d .

I n f i n i t u d e  m e a n s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  w e  a r e  l e d  

t o  b e l i e v e  b y  c o m m o n  t e a c h e r s ,  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  

a n y  s e c t ,  p a r t y ,  o r  n a t i o n  h a v e  l e d  u s  t o  d i s c o v e r ,  

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a l l  t h e o l o g y  c a n  t e l l  u s ; i t  

m e a n s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  e t e r n i t y  c a n  r e c k o n .  I t  

m e a n s  b o u n d l e s s  T i m e ,  b o u n d l e s s  P o w e r ,  b o u n d l e s s  

B e i n g .  I t  m e a n s  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n ,  

b u t  t h a t  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e ,  t h a t  w h i c h  e v e r  i s ,  t h e  

S p i r i t ,  a n d  t h e  P o w e r ,  a n d  t h e  L i f e ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s  

t h e  u n i v e r s e .  W e  m a y  d i v i d e  i t  i n t o  a s  m a n y  p e r i o d s ,  

a s  m a n y  a g e s ,  a s  w e  p l e a s e ; w e  m a y  a s s u m e  t h a t  i t  i s  

c o m p o s e d  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  p e r s o n s ; b u t  s t i l l  w e  h a v e  

a n  I n f i n i t e  P r i n c i p l e ; i t  i s  a  U n i t y ; i t  i s  a  O n e ; a n d  

t h a t  i s  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  i t s  i n f i n i t u d e .  M e n  a r e  b u t  

p a r t i c l e s ,  a t o m s ,  a  s o m e t h i n g  c r e a t e d ; o u r  s o u l s  a r e  

b u t  a s  a  f l e e t i n g  b r e a t h  o f  w i n d ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h i s  

E v e r l a s t i n g  P o w e r ,  t h i s  I n f i n i t e  G o d .

N o w  w e  h a v e  o n l y  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h i s
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i n f i n i t e  B e i n g  b y  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w h i c h  w e  m a y  m a k e  

t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m p r e 

h e n s i o n  w h i c h  i s  g i v e n  u s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e a s o n  a n d  

j u d g m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t u i t i o n ,  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n ,  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e .  F i r s t ,  w e  j u d g e  o f  H i s  

a t t r i b u t e s  b y  p e r c e i v i n g  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  m a n ,  a s  i t  

w a s  c u s t o m a r y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  a g e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  t o  p e r 

s o n i f y  G o d  b y  t h e  p a s s i o n s  a n d  p r o c l i v i t i e s  o f  p e r 

s o n s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  t h o s e  n a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  G o d  p o s 

s e s s e d  l o v e ,  a n g e r ,  h a t r e d ,  w a r f a r e ,  r e v e n g e ; a l l  t h e  

p a s s i o n s  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h o s e  e a r l i e r  n a t i o n s  w e r e  

p e r s o n i f i e d  i n  v a r i o u s  g o d s ,  w h i c h  g o d s ,  e m b o d i e d ,  i n  

w o o d  a n d  s t o n e ,  r e s e m b l e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  c o n c e p t i o n s ,  a s  

f o r m e d  b y  t h o s e  p e o p l e ,  o f  t h e s e  p a s s i o n s  t o  w h i c h  

t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  a n d  s o u l  i s  h e i r .  A n d  w h e n  m a n ’s  

b e i n g  b e c a m e  m o r e  d e v e l o p e d ,  a f t e r  t h o s e  e a r l i e r  n a 

t i o n s ,  t h e r e  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  M o s e s ,  t h e  H e b r e w ,  a  d i s 

t i n c t i v e  i d e a  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  s i n g l e  G o d ,  a n  i n 

f i n i t e  J e h o v a h ,  a  R u l e r  a n d  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  

u n k n o w n ,  u n s e e n ,  u n h e a r d ,  y e t  f e l t  a n d  b e l i e v e d  i n  

b y  h i m .  W h a t  o f  t r u t h  m a y  b e  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  T e n  

C o m m a n d m e n t s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  M o s a i c  d i s p e n s a t i o n  i s  

n o t  f o r  u s  t o  j u d g e .  W e  s e e ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  s p o k e n  b y  

M o s e s ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  h i g h  a n d  p u r e  i n s p i r a t i o n ; w e  s e e  

a  d a w n i n g  o f  a  b r i g h t e r  l i g h t  t h a n  t h a t  w h i c h  c h a r a c 

t e r i z e d  t h e  E g y p t i f a n  a n d  o t h e r  h e a t h e n  n a t i o n s ,  w e  

s e e  h i g h e r  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  t h e i r  o w n  

f i n i t e  s o u l  c o n c e i v e d ,  i n d e e d ,  b u t  w h i c h  w a s  c a l l e d  

f o r t h  b y  s o m e  i n t e r i o r ,  s o m e  d i v i n e r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e i r
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n a t u r e .  N o w ,  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ,  

w e  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  o f  m a n k i n d  h a v e  

s e n s i b l y  a d v a n c e d ,  s i n c e  t h o s e  e a r l y  p e r i o d s ,  a n d  w e  

a r e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m a n  h a s  a  f i n i t e  b e i n g  a n d  i s  

c o n s t a n t l y  p r o g r e s s i n g .

T h e  i d e a  t h e n  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f ,  —  d o e s  t h e  I n f i n i t e  

p r o g r e s s  1 M a n  i s  b u t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  c r e a t i o n .  

D e i t y  i s  t h e  I n f i n i t e .  T h a t  w h i c h  i s  a  u n i t ,  p e r f e c t ,  

i m m u t a b l e ,  s e l f - e x i s t e n t ,  c a n  n e v e r  p r o g r e s s ,  H e  

b e i n g  a l l - p e r v a d i n g ,  b e i n g  w h a t e v e r  i s ,  w h a t e v e r  h a s  

b e e n ,  w h a t e v e r  w i l l  b e .

W i t h  t h i s  i d e a  o f  D e i t y ,  w e  c o m e  d o w n  t o  t h e  c o n 

c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a c k n o w l 

e d g e d  a n d  b e l i e v e d ,  i n  a l l  a g e s ,  t h a t  m a n  c o n t a i n s ,  i n  

h i s  d i v i n e  a n d  i n t e r i o r  s o u l ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g o o d n e s s ,  

t h a t  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  i s ,  i n  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  d e g r e e ,  

p r e d o m i n a n t  i n  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  a n d  h e a r t ,  a n d  

t h a t  w h e n  l e f t  t o  i t s  o w n  d i c t a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l ,  

i t  w i l l  l e a d  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  i n t o  b e a u t y ,  h a p p i 

n e s s ,  a n d  p e a c e .  T h e  m o s t  d i s t i n c t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

g o o d n e s s ,  p e r s o n i f i e d  i n  t h e  h u m a n  f o r m ,  w a s  i n  J e s u s  

o f  N a z a r e t h ; a n d  y e t  i n  h i s  o w n  w o r d s  h e  d i s t i n c t l y  

p r o c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  g o o d ,  t h a t  n o n e  b u t  G o d  i s  

g o o d .  T h e n  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w s  t h a t  i f  w e  d i s c o v e r  

w h a t  w e  t e r m  g o o d n e s s ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  f o r e v e r  

o v e r p o w e r s  t h e  d e p r a v i t y  o f  m a n ’s  n a t u r e  —  t h a t  i f  

m e n  p o s s e s s  t h i s  i n  t h a t  f i n i t e  d e g r e e — D e i t y  m u s t  

p o s s e s s  i t  i n  a n  i n f i n i t e  d e g r e e .  I f  G o d  b e  i n f i n i t e  

g o o d n e s s ,  t h e n  H e  c a n  r e c o g n i z e  n o  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v i l .
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o r  e r r o r .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a l l  H i s  w o r k s  a r e  t h e  o u t -  

b i r t h  o f  t h a t  i n f i n i t u d e  o f  p e r f e c t  g o o d n e s s .  I f  t h i s  

b e  t r u e ,  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  p o s i t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

e v i l  m u s t  b e  a b a n d o n e d .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  i d e a  p e r -

c a n n o t  e x i s t .  T h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v i l ,  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  a  p r i n c i p l e  o p p o s e d  t o  G o d ,  c a n n o t ,  a s  m a n y  

h a v e  s u p p o s e d ,  b e  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d .  W e  

w i l l  t h r o w  a s i d e ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  e v e n i n g ,  a l l  t h e  i d e a s  

r e l a t i v e  t o  a  p e r s o n a l  d e v i l ,  a n d  s i m p l y  a s s u m e  i t  t o  

b e  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  d i s c o v e r e d ,  i n  t h e  h u m a n  c o n 

s t i t u t i o n ,  s o m e w h e r e ,  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v i l .  W e  t h u s  

d i s c o v e r  i t  m u s t  h a v e  a  s o u r c e .  T h e r e  b e i n g  b u t  o n e  

s o u r c e  a n d  o n e  C r e a t o r ,  w e  m u s t  t r a c e  i t  b a c k  t o  

H i m ,  a n d  H e  m u s t  b e  i n f i n i t e l y  e v i l .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  

t w o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i s  t r u e  ; e i t h e r  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  c o n 

t a i n s  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g o o d n e s s ,  a n d  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  i n  

t h e  f i n i t e  d e g r e e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  i n f i n i t e  g o o d 

n e s s ,  o r  e l s e  t h e  s o u l  c o n t a i n s  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v i l  

w h i c h  i s  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  g o o d n e s s ,  a n d  

t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h a t  m u s t  b e  i n f i n i t e  e v i l .  W e  t h i n k  

t h i s  w i l l  b e  c o n c e d e d  b y  a l l  m i n d s  wTh o  r e a s o n  

f r o m  t h e  s t r i c t  r u l e  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  o f  l o g i c .  

W e  t h i n k  i t  m u s t  b e  c o n c e d e d  b y  a l l  w h o  v i e w  

t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  a s  b e i n g  t h e  c h i l d  o f  D e i t y ,  b y  

a l l  w h o  c l a i m  t o  w o r s h i p  a  h e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  a n d  a  

d i v i n e  G o d .  I t  i s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  o u r  G o d  i s  a  p a r t i a l  

G o d ,  a  r e v e n g e f u l  G o d ,  a  G o d  o f  h a t r e d ,  a n d  m a l i c e ,  

a n d  v e n g e a n c e ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  b r e a t h ,  t h a t  H e  i s  a

s o n i f i e d  i n  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v i l
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j u s t ,  a n d  m e r c i f u l ,  a n d  l o v e l y  G o d .  W e  a r e  l e d  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  G o d s  m a n y ,  a n d  r u l e r s  

m a n y ,  t o  p e r s o n i f y  b y  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s .  F o r ,  w h e n  

m e n  e n d o w  D e i t y  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h e y  m u s t  

r e m e m b e r ,  t h a t  i f  t h e y ,  a n d  a l l ,  p o s s e s s  t h e m  i n  a  

f i n i t e  d e g r e e ,  H e  m u s t  p o s s e s s  t h e m  i n  a n  i n f i n i t e .  

A n d  s u c h  a  G o d ,  p e r s o n i f i e d  w i t h  i n f i n i t e  g o o d n e s s ,  

a n d ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  b r e a t h ,  w i t h  i n f i n i t e  h a t r e d ,  w i t h  

i n f i n i t e  b e a u t y  a n d  i n f i n i t e  v e n g e a n c e ,  i s  a n  a b s u r d i t y .  

E i t h e r  H e  i s  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  G o d s .  E i t h e r  

w e  m u s t  d i v i d e  G o d  a g a i n s t  H i s  o w n  k i n g d o m  a n d  

H i s  o w n  u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  c l i p  t h e  w i n g s  o f  

O m n i p o t e n c e ,  o r  a s s u m e  t h a t  H e  i s  a  G o d  o f  g o o d 

n e s s ,  a n d  c a n  n e v e r  c o u n t e n a n c e  a n y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

e v i l  i n  h i s  c r e a t i o n .

W i t h  t h i s  v i e w  o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  D e i t y ,  w e  w i l l  

s u p p o s e  t h a t  H e  c o n t a i n s  a l l  t h e  f a v o r a b l e  q u a l i t i e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d .  

A n d ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  i t  i s  a  s t r i k i n g  f a c t ,  i f  e v i l  b e  a p r i n -  

c i p l e ,  a n d  a n  i n f i n i t e  p r i n c i p l e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  t h a t  

g o o d n e s s  m u s t  t r i u m p h  o v e r  e v i l .  I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  h i s 

t o r y  o f  h u m a n i t y  t h a t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a l l  t h e  d e e p  

c r i m e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  p e r p e t r a t e d ,  i n  a l l  a g e s ,  t h e r e  

i s  a  s o u l ,  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g o o d n e s s ,  w h i c h  o v e r p o w e r s  

e v e r y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v i l ,  a n d  w h i c h  m a k e s  m a n  b e a m  

f o r t h  a s  a  d i v i n e  b e i n g ; t h e r e  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  k n o w l 

e d g e ,  w h i c h  o v e r p o w e r s  i g n o r a n c e ,  i g n o r a n c e  b e i n g  

i n  o u r  v i e w ,  o n l y  a n o t h e r  n a m e  f o r  e v i l .  A n d  i n  t h e  

e x a c t  p r o p o r t i o n  i n  w h i c h  m e n  b e c o m e  e n l i g h t e n e d ,
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a n d  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  b e i n g ,  i n  t h a t  p r o p o r 

t i o n  c r i m e  a n d  e v i l  d e p a r t .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  a s 

s e r t e d ,  b y  m a n y ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  t h i s  

a g e  a r e  g o i n g  f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  f r o m  G o d ; b u t  c e r 

t a i n l y  e v e r y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  h u m a n i t y  o r  j u s t i c e  f o r b i d s  

u s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  s u c h  a n  o p i n i o n .  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  i d e a s  

o f  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v i l ,  w h a t  

y o u r  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  t h a t  c a n  

p e r m i t  y o u  t o  h o l d  s u c h  v i e w s  1 W e  c o n c e i v e  i t  t o  

b e  a  l i b e l  o n  G o d  a n d  h u m a n i t y ,  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h a t  m a n  

i s  g r o w i n g  w o r s e  a n d  w o r s e ,  w h i l e ,  i n  t r u t h ,  t h e  p l a i n  

v o i c e ,  b o t h  o f  r e a s o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  h e  

g r o w s  b e t t e r  a n d  b e t t e r , — t o  c h a r g e  u p o n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  

G o d  t h a t  H e  h a s  m a d e  a n  e r r o r  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  

w o r l d ,  a n d  g i v e n  b r e a t h  t o  a  b e i n g  w h o  c a n  t h w a r t  

H i s  p l a n s .  W e  h a v e  n o  d a t a  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  j u d g e ,  

s a v e  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  h i s t o r y .  I t  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  

t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t r u t h ,  i n  t h e  s e q u e l ,  h a s  b e e n  t r i u m p h a n t ,  

t h a t  l i g h t  h a s  s u p e r s e d e d  d a r k n e s s ,  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e  

h a s  o v e r c o m e  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  d e p r a v i t y ,  w h e r e v e r  i t  

h a s  b e e n  f o u n d ,  t h a t  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  m e n  b e c o m e s  e n 

l i g h t e n e d ,  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  b e i n g ,  

c r i m e ,  w r e t c h e d n e s s ,  d e p r a v i t y ,  a l l  t h e  e v i l s  w h i c h  

f l e s h  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  h e i r  t o ,  d e p a r t .  S o  c o m p e l l e d  t o  

d e c i d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  i n f i n i t e  p r i n c i p l e  

o f  g o o d  o r  e v i l ,  w e  m u s t ,  f r o m  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  a n d  w i t h  

o u r  v i e w s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  a s s u m e  t h e  f o r m e r .  W i t h  t h i s  

t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  D e i t y ,  a s  a  b e i n g  o f  i n f i n i t e  g o o d 

n e s s ,  o r  i n f i n i t e  l o v e ,  a l l  i d e a s  o f  H i s  v e n g e a n c e ,  H i s

Digitized by Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



17

malice, hatred, of a system of eternal punishment, 
every idea which is not strictly connected with the 
thought of a God of justice, mercy, and love, must 
vanish, and we have our Father, Jehovah, simply as 
the Ruler of the Universe, an infinite being, holding 
all things in his comprehension which ever have been 
or which shall be hereafter. And thus we have our 
God pictured and personified, not in any image or 
form, but in a divine and perfect spirit which is, and 
ever shall be, the life of the universe.

Then comes the proposed question,— whether the 
decrees of Omnipotence in any way interfere with the 
free action of the human mind. Of course, this is the 
long-disputed question of man’s free agency, present
ed in different language, but expressing the same idea. 
W ith our idea of Deity, we shall endeavor to take an 
impartial view of the subject, not giving our opinion 
as infallible, but simply as our own, in accordance 
with our highest conceptions of truth. W e conceive 
that the distance between the infinitude of God and 
the finite conceptions of man is so great, that the 
actions of Deity, compared with those of human
ity, lose all the great ideas of comparison, that we 
can make nothing which man can do, or does, repre
sent our ideas of Deity. W e believe that He acts 
infinitely, and consequently acts upon all things 
in His universe, — that the same power, the same 
law, the same idea, which are the law, the power, 
the idea of love in that God, pulsates as near to each

3

Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



18

heart as the throbbing of your own bosom, is hear 
to us all as the mother to the child, as the perfume to 
the flower, and that this idea, that God has made 
everything in the infinite, while the finite mind adapts 
these infinite rules to the requirements of its own 
affections, is the direct point at issue. I f  Deity is 
infinite, and comprehends the past, the present, and 
the future, then He must have understood, from all 
time, every thing, every man, every action, which 
was to be in his universe. If His great mind has 
gone forth, in any creation or in any deep decree, 
then all included in that creation are under the 
control of the same laws. In the case of the 
calling forth, by His divine mind, of a higher creation, 
then all things of that creation must be under the 
influence of certain laws. And if, as the last of 
these productions, as the highest and most perfect 
on the earth, or in the universe, the human soul is 
the creation, then all human minds and souls must 
be under the control of the same infinite law.

But with this infinitude, there is nothing to prevent 
man’s free agency. With this great development of 
the Infinite Mind, there is nothing to prevent indi
vidual aspiration. For all ideas, of all men, upon 
free-agency, cannot transcend the freedom of the 
infinite Jehovah. You can never go outside of God’s 
universe. You may go as far as you please from any 
beaten track laid down by your forefathers, or by 
any m an; you may diverge as widely as you please
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Digitized

from the paths of knowledge, of morals, or religion, 
laid down by any who have preceded y o u ; but re
member you can never go outside of Deity. You 
have eternally before you —  you can never go be
yond—  that everlasting presence, that eternal Now, 
which stares your soul forever in the face. If man 
is accustomed to believe that God does not interfere 
with his daily matters of life, it is very well. Per
haps God, the Infinite Jehovah, is not directly present 
at every act you perform, but He knows the pulsa 
tions of your being, the throbbings of your heart, 
and never leaves you ; else you would he nothing. 
If Jehovah were not everywhere, in every time and 
every place, chaos would ensue. No more could one 
soul exist, for one moment, without the positive 
presence and power of the Spirit of God, than could 
one star revolve in the universe, without a centre, 
around which to revolve. No more could the ovel 
of the tiniest flowers that springs, away in the desert, 
live without this positive principle of life, in Jehovah, 
than could the same star revolve without any fixed 
orbit, or any source of life. No more could the 
eagle, which seems to fly at will, and build his eyry 
upon the highest mountain-peak, sail in majesty and 
beauty through the air, without the pulsations of this 
Divine Spirit, than could man’s physical form exist 
without a soul, than could the flower blossom, unless 
the germ is planted in the soil. N o ; it is useless 
to attempt to get away from Deity, to ascribe your
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actions and thoughts to your own finite powers, or 
to the powers of the devil, or of any other spirit. 
W hen men, with their feeble conceptions of Deity, 
proclaim that humanity is a failure, that God has 
made a mistake in His creation, that men are becom
ing worse and worse, every day, we would enforce 
upon you this idea, —  God is never so far away that 
the slightest pulsation of your being does not rever
berate through all the aisles and corridors of eternity, 
as does the drop of water, when thrown into the 
ocean, cause the circle on the surface to expand, in 
beautiful undulations, over that vast extent of waters, 
until they reach the shore; so each thought, and 
each pulsation of your life vibrates through the 
great ocean of His being, and not one particle but 
is affected thereby, not one deep element but is 
caused to tremble.

With this presentation of Deity, and this idea of 
the finite mind, we would simply call your attention, 
most directly and rigidly, to the specific question pre
sented. “ Now,” says the man of business, as he plods 
his weary round upon the shores of Time, —  “ God 
does not see my every thought; God does not con
trol my every action, or watch me in every bargain 
I m ake; God does not stoop to direct me, either in 
the right or wrong way. My own free agency directs 
my course.” My friend, whoever you may be, you 
forget that notwithstanding your free-agency, you are 
finite in that agency. God is infinite in H is agency.
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You can be so free as, notwithstanding all the laws 
of God, to commit a deed which plunges you into 
degradation and misery. But although you may con
tinue such a course, your freedom to do this is not 
outside of God’s freedom to call you back. Your 
freedom to sin is not outside of God’s freedom to 
fold you in His arms and proclaim you His child. 
The beautiful example of Jesus of Nazareth teaches 
us all that, notwithstanding the free-agency of every 
human being, there is still a principle and a power 
which, when called into activity, will overcome the 
lowest depravity. And this is a free-agency higher 
than any principle from which man can judge. Men 
forget, in their views of this subject, that they are 
judging from a finite stand-point; they are liable to 
forget that they are not God, that they are viewing 
it but in the light of the comprehension of their own 
minds, which contain only a spark, of which Deity 
is the living flame,— that the only perfect good is God. 
They are liable to forget the language of Jesus, the 
Christ, when they say, I am good, or this or that 
principle is good. They forget that there is but One 
good, and He the Eternal Father, that all concep
tions of goodness are but relative, compared with 
the Eternal and Positive, that it is His light, and 
His sunshine, which discloses aught to man.

W e would illustrate the free agency of man by an 
astronomical and philosophical law. W e compare the 
human soul to the worlds that compose your solar sys-

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



22

tem. Deity we compare to the sun. You, as worlds, 
individually revolving around that su n ; you individually 
revolve around an axis of your own, not by virtue of 
your own life and power, but by virtue of that life

central sun. Thus you contain, in essence, all the 
properties of the sun; thus in a finite degree, you con
tain what God is in the infinite. Thus you will re
volve upon an axis of your ow n; thus you may be 
subject to convulsions, earthquakes, and tornadoes, in 
the spiritual world, but you can never cease to revolve 
in this orbit, must always revolve around this sun> 
must always be dependant upon it for your light and 
your heat. This is strictly man’s position, in relation 
to Deity. You are a planet, revolving around the 
Eternal Father. There may be crimes and deep de
pravities in your spiritual nature. Your soul may 
beam forth but feebly, and still you must obey the 
law of your being which makes you subject to Him. 
Not one trial in the history of individuals— and the 
history of individuals makes up the history of the na
tion— not one event, but is its struggle after self-purifi
cation, in a finite degree. And this is but the prelim
inary to that beautiful and perfect development which 
shall characterize the world, after, for ages upon ages 
it shall have rolled in its orbit.

These are our conceptions. Man is free to do right 
or wrong. The truth has been presented to him, error 
has been presented to h im ; he is free to judge which

which is implanted in you from the influence of this
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he will take; but only free inasmuch as Deity is In* 
finite Goodness ; and as there is no infinite principle 
of evil, he cannot go in that direction beyond the 
moral limits of the soul, whilst in goodness he can go 
onward forever, to Jehovah. He is here to judge 
which he will take, right or wrong, but at the same 
time he is not free to make the wrong permanently 
triumphant, for it can never be so. The right is the 
infinite, and consequently it always predominates over 
ignorance, error, and darkness.

“ But,” says one, “ that is Universalism. It is sim
ply the doctrine that Universalists preach.” W e are 
not aware, precisely, what are the views entertained 
by Universalists, upon this subject. But, most cer
tainly, it is our opinion, whether it be Universalism or 
the belief of any other class of men. It is certainly 
our fixed belief. Not with Universalists would we 
proclaim that all men, after death, are to be instantly 
placed in the enjoyment of perfect purity and happi
ness, however little they may be developed in their 
spiritual natures. But we will say that there can be 
no eternity so dark, no torment so dreadful, no hell 
so strong, no devil so infinite, that in God’s infinity 
He cannot snatch his children away from them. W e 
do say that however deep may be the torments of 
man’s conscience, however depraved he may have 
been while in this stage of existence, however great 
the evils consequent upon his depravity, however 
men may talk of Adam and Eve, and say that the
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human race is so fallen, we believe that God has 
not made one mistake since Time or Eternity began,—  
that He has not committed such an error as to make 
an earth filled with love and beauty, and then place 
upon it a depraved being, as to create all the glories 
of the solar system, and all the laws of solar revolu
tions, and all the atomic life which throbs in that vast 
universe, and then, when, at last, man, the acme of 
this creation, was placed upon the stage, to pronounce 
him unfit to fill his place, totally depraved. W e can
not, in justice to Deity, to the Infinite God, believe it. 
W e must believe that there is an object, an aim, in 
man’s existence, and that that is the perfection of his 
individual and finite nature, that God has not made a 
failure, that all the worst sins of nations, all the deep 
crimes, all the bloodshed, and all the oppression, when 
weighed in the balance of truth and justice, will not 
be found wanting. W e believe that iniquity in its 
lowest and most debasing forms, that crime, in its 
deepest haunts, where it stalks boldly by, and pro
claims itself be the master of the earth, that the devil, 
now said to be let loose upon the earth and to be 
tempting humanity — that all those powers combined 
can never, never touch, in any degree, the perfect 
goodness of God, that man possesses these princi
ples of Deity, that he is a free-agent in his possess
ing, in a finite degree, the goodness of the Infinite, 
that goodness will lead him away from all darkness, 
that if those who are so intent upon proving that men
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are running further and further from their God, that 
man has degenerated since the days of Jesus of Naz
areth, will but wait until eternity is over, they will 
learn that God triumphs over ignorance aud error,—  
that the Christ principle, taught by Jesus, will guide 
all men into perfect peace and happiness, provided 
they are allowed to exercise their free-agency.

It is customary for men to talk about free-agency, 
while at the same time they blindly persist in the idea, 
that there is but one true and perfect way to the 
kingdom of heaven, and that is their own way. They 
preach up free-agency, and tell you that you have, 
a right to choose whichever way you will to go to 
heaven, but that there is but one course, and that a 
very difficult one. This will do to go along with the 
idea of predestination and foreordination, but not. 
with the idea of an Infinite God of boundless good
ness. It will do to go with the idea of those who 
make their idols of wood and stone, and endowr them 
with their own tastes and appetites, but not with the 
spirit of the Nineteenth Century, when the minds 
of men are searching after the Infinite God —  a God 
of love and mercy. O that the crown^and the cross, 
the emblems of Jesus, the meek and lowly Jesus of 
Nazareth, might be more respected for their true 
worth, and not as the signs of sects! O that the 
emblems of all truth might be strung around the neck 
of the Universe! O that the emblems of all good
ness might be brilliantly pictured before your vision,
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that you might see behind them the infinite and per
fect goodness! O that eternity might be more com
prehended ! O that Time, which is said to be a 
monster, might be thrown aside, and that you might 
feel and know that the living, eternal principle is 
n o w  ; that in all eternity you will have but n o w  ! 
Act now. If not now, you will find that all that 
you call to-morrow, and the future , is but to-day —  
“ the living present.” W hen you arrive at it, it 
becomes to-day —  there is no to-morrow, forever. O 
that man’s conceptions of his freedom to do wrong 
might be lessened, and his conceptions of his liberty 
to do good enlarged ! O that Deity were not circum
scribed within the narrow limits of man’s being by man 
himself! O that the Omnipotent Jehovah were not 
circumscribed within the bounds of any creed, but that 
of all goodness, and all truth, and all beauty! that in
stead of instructing the children of humanity, as 
your teachers do, in the doctrines of depravity and 
eternal punishment, of total darkness, they would 
present pictures of goodness and beauty. It is not 
customary, when you would have a child judge 
between good and evil, to present to it pictures of 
the evil only. W hen teachers instruct pupils igno
rant of the very alphabet of learning, they have to 
teach them the elements of the language, present 
all its features and endeavor to lead their minds 
gradually to a perception of its beauty and thus 
develop a wish to become acquainted with its prin-
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cipleSj, and a love of the study in which he is to 
guide them. W hen artists desire to cultivate a per
fect taste, they do not choose a dwarf or deformed 
person for their study, they take the most symmetrical 
form which can be found. So, when we would in
struct a human soul in a conception of infinite good
ness, we would not picture to it infinite depravity. 
Such a course is at war with all elements of instruc
tion. W hen your religious teachers stand before you 
in the pulpit and address you as children, they pic
ture to your minds infinite goodness and beauty, infi
nite power, infinite love, whilst at the same time they 
are instructing you in the alphabet of infinite evil 
and infinite depravity. Where the consistency be
tween the lesson and the teacher, between the object 
to be accomplished and that which is presented to 
you! Where the consistency between the idea of 
love and hate, perfect goodness and perfect evil? 
To our minds, there is nothing reasonable in blind 
devotion to such instruction. Each and every one 
of you, who are free agents, should judge who shall 
be your teachers, and what shall be your lessons. If 
each one of you begin this hour, this moment, to 
contemplate humanity with an eye for positive good
ness, beauty, and perfectness, you will find it. If  
you commence, this day, to study the evils and errors 
of humanity, you may go on forever, and always find 
evils and errors. I f  you would begin now to exer
cise your own judgment as to who and what shall be
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your lessons and teachers, you must commence, with 
the elements of justice in your own soul. You must 
reason from all things that yield light and beauty,

him true and perfect, which make the diversity which 
exists in manhood. A ll nature is characterized by 
diversity. No two grains of sand, or pebbles, upon 
the sea-shore, can be found exactly alike. No two 
leaves upon the same tree can be found without some 
difference. And yet no one of them quarrels with 
the other because it is not like itself. Each fulfilling 
the objects of its own being, revolves in the Universe 
without once questioning the objects of another’s 
existence. No two souls are made to perform the 
same part upon the earth ; else why was humanity 1 
It is not good, if  your brother, your sister, your 
friend differs with you, in opinion, in education, or 
life, for you to*judge that they are not acting highly 
and purely. The judge is God. He, the Infinite, is 
the One who guideth and who judgeth.

W e proclaim, notwithstanding all the deep ele
ments of orthodox religion opposed to us, that there 
is not one crime, not one degree of depravity or 
wretchedness, however low, not one, which cannot 
be overcome by knowledge. Therefore, the only 
object which you should have in view, is to acquire 
knowledge, by whatever means. I f  the knowledge 
of your friend causes him to differ from yourself, he, 
like a star, is free to revolve in whatever orbit he

from those faculties of man’s nature which make
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pleases, provided he does not interfere with yours; 
and you are likewise free, on the same condition. 
Each man has a right to his peculiar wishes and 
affections, provided they do not interfere with those 
of his neighbors. W hen they do, the two are to 
weigh them in the balances together, and make an 
equilibrium. But in a perfect state all men’s desires 
would lead them to do the right always, and none 
could then interfere with the wishes of another.

If the Committee is not satisfied with our elucida
tion, or if  there are any further inquiries in relation 
to this subject, we will reply to any questions which 
may be offered.

If  there are none, we will only say we thank you 
for your kind attention. W e have presented our 
highest ideas on the theme suggested. I f  we have 
interfered with your own opinions, pardon us. Ours 
is the freedom to express our views, yours the free
dom to reject them.

And if, in the bright and eternal future which is 
before us all, the conception of all knowledge and the 
embodiment of all truth shall be given to us, the 
blessing shall be to Thee, Infinite God, for as much 
of truth as we have received and shall receive. From 
Thee we have obtained the spark of heavenly light ; 
we send it back to Thee, knowing that Thou cans’t 
render it bright and joyous, that Thou canst kindle
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the spark into a living flame. And thus we bless 
Thee, forever and forever.

The services were then closed by the following 
Chant: —

The angels are singing,
The angels are winging

Their course from the sky.
They stoop, on soft pinions,
They bring the bright minions 

Of eternity.

0, they touch their harp-strings 
With gentle chords of love!
0, the blessed cadence 

Sounding from above!
Mortals, join the chorus —
Mortals, join the chorus —
Hallelujah ! hallelujah!

God is love!

Angels whisper gently 
To the sons of earth,
Angels murmur softly,
“ Mourn not for the lost.”
Angels come forever 
On the wings of love;
Angels leave you never,
Murmuring, “ God is love.”

Mortals, join the chorus,
From the spheres of love ;
Angels ever singing, —

Mortal friends, good-night!
Good-night, good-night, good-night.
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P O E M

B Y  MRS.  CORA L.  V.  HATCH

Awake! my soul’s fond lyre,
And kindle on thy altar there 
The flames of that immortal fire 
Which knows of Deity, and where 
He keeps the watches of His love,
In realms of light and power above.

Oh, how the finite grasps 
For something of His power and might,
And firmly seem the fates to clasp;
The spirit’s zone and darkest night,
Seems brooding o’er the thought and mind.
It searches for the light it cannot find.

There is a past we know,
Who dwelt therein we ne’er can te ll;
The flowers of the summer grow,
And perfumes murmur, “ All is well.”
The flower cannot comprehend its life,
The human soul knows not the cause of strife.

There is a now; we feel 
A wondrous power, and strength, and m ight; 
We act and think, our minds reveal 
The mysteries of Heaven so bright.
God smiles upon us, pitying our woe,
We seem to think that He hath told us so.
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There is a future vast —
We know not what it is, but only feel 
A radiance is on our weary spirits cast —
And melodies from unseen harp-strings steal:
A mystery, a grandeur and a power is there,
We know no more of that Hereafter there.

God is our life and love —
We know no more of Him, and feel no less,
He lives around, beneath, beside, above,
And cheers the child of deep distress.
If he has Goodness, it is Infinitely Great,
No other power an evil can create.

We live but in His breath,
Thus our eternal souls can never die,
Infinite Life can give itself no death,
Infinite Truth can never make us lie,—
Our souls are free, but in His freedom blessed;
Our souls are love, and by his love caressed.

The soul is free to live,
And free to love, for God is love, —
Free to do good, for He is perfect good;
And free to soar to realms of light above,—
Not free to sin, for sin is slavery’s chain;
Can Slavery and Freedom hand in hand remain ?

Thus we are His children,
He is our Father and our God,
In Him we can become all good ;
Without Him we were nought; His rod 
Waves like a magic wand over us all,
“ Come children, come,” is the Great Father’s call.
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