






































































































































46 THE FUTURE OF THE HUMAN RACE.

‘Yes; and in smaller type than the first ¥ < Should I add to
this edition the seances which have taken place since the first
was published, so as to give a regular continuance of them ?’
‘Yes’” “Will the Messrs., Cubitt assist to form these com-
munities ?” ‘Yes. ¢ Will they act in union with Sir Joseph
Paxton, and Messrs. Fox and Henderson, in assisting to form
these communities ?*  Yes.” ¢ Will this be the last seaznce before I go
to Sevenoaks.” ‘No.” ‘Shall I then have the pleasure of
meeting Your Royal Highness on Tuesday ? ¢ Yes *At
what hour 2 ¢ At three 0'clock.” ¢ Does Your Royal Highness
wish to say anything more to me now?” ‘No.” ¢ Then I will
not trouble you at present with more questions. Good bye.
Often responded to, expressive of kindness and satisfaction.

The seance which was to have taken place on Tuesday, 29th
of November, was spoiled by a difference between the uncle and
niece, on which occasions the spirits never present themselves,
they so much disapprove of disunion and unkind feelings between

parties.
At Mr. Slater’s; 24th of December, 1853. Eliza Finch,

medium. .

The spirit of the Duke of Kent was announced. I said—
¢ Will Your Royal Highness speak first? ¢ Yes. I cannot
remain with you at present?’ ¢ Can you meet me to-morrow ?’°
* Yes. It will be quite convenient for me to come at half-past
ten in the morning. Good bye.

At Mr. Slater'’s, next day, Xmas morning, half-past ten.
Eliza Finch, medium.

The spirit of His Royal Highness was present immediately, and
I was requested toask questions. ‘ When should Ireturnto Seven-
oaks ?° ¢ After thirteen days.” I had received a letter, the morn-
ing T left Sevenoaks, from one who stated he had come to
London from some distance in the country, by direction of
spirits, ~was in extreme poverty, and requested £5 to take
him home again, &c. Putting the letter on the table, but un-
opened, I asked the Duke if he saw the contents of that letter,
and if it was true. ‘¢ No. Itis a deception.” I then put, also
unopened, another letter which I had previously received from a
gentleman, who had for the first time consulted spirits by these
new manifestations, and who had very kindly informed me that
the spirits who came to him said that it was not the Duke
:of Kent, but of Cumberland, who communicated so much with
me. 1 asked if the spirit saw the contents, and if they were
true. ‘ No.” It is a delusion. Which confirmed the answer
which I had returned to the letter. I asked the Duke, (having
been requested to do so) why Mr. and Mrs. C— had not, as
promised, become mediums?’ No reply. °Should I write
another pamphlet on the New Existence of Humanity on Earth,
based on the language of truth only? ‘Yes. And in which
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every one will be obliged to speak exactly what they feel and
think.” ‘ When will Parliament meet?” ‘Early in February,—
and you should present petitions to both houses ; and Lord
Brougham should present one to the House of Lords,
and Lord Palmerston to the House of Commons.’ ¢ Has the
King of the Belgians received my pamphlet »* ¢ Yes.’ ¢And
read and considered it & ‘ Yes.” ¢ Is he pleased withit?” ¢ Yes.
¢ Are the Duke and Duchess of Brabant pleased with it? ‘No.’
¢ Are they in favour of absolutism ?” ¢Yes.’ ‘Is His Majesty,
the King of the Belgians, in favour of liberal views?” ¢ Yes.
And he is endeavouring to secure the peace of Europe. There
are two parties in Europe—one in favour of universal peace—the
other is for immediate general war.” ‘Which will prevail ?” * Ul-
timately, the party in favour of universal peace; but the war
between Russia and Turkey will continue for sometime.” ‘Have
the pamphlets which I sent to the President of America and his
Cabinet been received ?”  Yes; and well received by them, and
by the governors of the several States of the Union.” ¢ Will
those which I have sent to the advocates of the spiritual system
be well received ?” ‘Yes; and it will be useful there. But the
pamphlets which you sent to Mr. and Mrs. Hayden — Judge
Edmonds, and the Editor of the Spiritual Telegraph—have not
yet been received.” ‘When Parliament meets, should I send
copies of the pamphlet to all the members 2 ¢ Yes.” Mrs. Slater,
who now joined the party at the seance, remarked that she was
afraid the mention of Mr. Slater's name, in my publication,
might perhaps injure him in his business. I asked the
spirit of the Duke if it would do so ? ¢ No; but it will benefit
his business. Good bye; but come at three o’clock on Tues-
day.” Immediately afterwards the spirits of President Jefferson
and Benjamin Franklin announced their presence. I asked if they
wished to speak first. ‘No. We want you to ask questions.
To the President:—‘Tf I send the pamphlet to your great
grand-daughter, Miss Trist, to Washington City, will it be safely
delivered to her?’ “Yes. ‘Isshenowwell?” ¢Yes’ ¢And
also her father and mother?’ ¢ Yes” °Is judge Edmonds
and Dr. Dexter’s work making great progress in America ?’
‘Yes; and he will soon bring out the second volume.” ¢ Will
the last be as useful to the cause of spirituality as the first
*Yes” ¢ Are the spirits of Swedenborg and Lord Bacon still in
communication with the judge and Dr. Dexter?” ¢ Yes; and
both are progressing.” ‘Is Mr. B. Brittan, the editor of
the Spiritual Telegraph, a faithful and honest spiritual
advocate ?’ ¢ Yes” ¢Should I send him my printed papers,
numbers one, two, and three, which were published in 18172
‘Yes” “Will he afterwards publish them in the Spiritual
Telegraph P’ ¢ Yes.’” “Are you and my spiritual friends Dr.
Canning, Shelley, Grace Fletcher, and others, continually en-
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gaged with the Duke of Kent in promoting the great cause
of human redemption from ignorance, sin, and misery?’
‘Yes.” “And are you proceeding successfully?’ ¢ Yes.’
‘Do you agree with the Duke of Kent that I should publish
another pamphlet, on the New Existence of Humanity on Earth,
based on the principle that will produce the language of truth to
the exclusion of all falsehood ©* ¢ Yes.” ¢Shall I explain in de-
tail the state of the new existence?” *Yes. ¢ Will it havea
general good effect on society ?’ € Yes.” ¢ Should I assist Mr.
—— according to hisrequest 2’ ¢ Yes.” ¢ As the medium is in-
disposed, I will not trouble you more this morning. Will you
meet me again soon  ‘ Yes.’

At Mr. Slater’s, 1st January, 1854. Mr. Slater, medium—the
medium power having left Eliza Finch for some days.

One of my spirit friends said, ¢ My friend, your wife wishes to
speak to you.” ¢ I shall be very glad to hear her communications.
What does my dear wife want to say?’ ‘I always try to im-
press you to be more earnest in instructing our dear som,
Robert Dale, and to place your views of God and the various
books called Bibles before him for his mature consideration,
feeling, as I did when in the flesh, that God rules all men. Such
books could not have been written without the inspiration of the
writers. But when I was with you on earth, you did not think
my feeble voice worth anything on the subject of divinity.
Adieu, dear husband :—but more by and-bye.” ¢ Thank you, my
dear wife, for this interview.’

3rd January, Tuesday, I called upon Mr. E—, in Great Rus-
sell Street, who has the charge of a boy, ten years of age, who
is a medium ; and I requested Mr. E. to bring him to me, at
Cox’s Hotel, in Jermyn Street, the same evening ; to which he
agreed. But after I left, he inquired of the spirits, and they de-
sired him to postpone the visit until the following evening at
eight o’clock. They came; and I introduced them to Mr. and
Mrys. C—; but the medium could not obtain raps from any
spirits. I took them into my private room, and raps were im-
mediately made. Upon inquiry what spirits rapped, the reply
was— Abel” T asked—‘ What Abel ?” The answer was—* The
brother of Cain.’” ¢ Are you happy? ‘Yes.’ ¢ Are the spirits
in the spirit world desirous to reform the world now?
‘Yes’ I then asked—‘Is the principle of equality according
to age the true principle on which to found the entire practice of
the human race?” ‘Yes. It was now getting late in the even-
ing, and. the spirit by the alphabet said—°Dan (the boy’s usual
name) go home; and Robert Owen should come to you to-
morrow at twelve o’clock.” And the boy immediately left and
went home.

T attended next day, and the following took place, with Daniel
O— for medium :— }

¢ Can a war be prevented between Russia and Europe ?° ¢ No.’
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—¢ Will it take place soon ?” ¢ Yes.'—‘ Shall I succeed in my
attempt to re-create the character of man from birth, on the true
principle on which it should be formed, and to re-construct
society on the same principle?” ¢ Yes’—‘Is not the true prin-
ciple on which to re-create character and re-construct society,
that the character is essentially formed by the good or bad con-
ditions which society creates around the individual from birth to
‘death ?°  © Yes.—‘ Will my interview with Professor Richard
Owen lead to useful results?” ¢ Yes. Come again at four
o’clock.’

I attended at that hour.

The preceding seance, and the one which follows, were with
the announced spirit of the Prophet Daniel, the spirit who gene-
rally comes to Mr. E—, with others of the Jewish and Christian
Prophets, Seers, and Apostles.

I now asked if the following statement was correctly true.
¢ As is tlie organisation of man, and as are the conditions in
which the organisation is placed from birth to death, so will the
character be? ¢ Yes; that is a true statement of the facts
of the case; and the great work of society is therefore
to place good and superior conditions around all.’—¢ Where will
these superior conditions be first formed? ¢In America.'—
Will they be also soon formed in this country ?* ¢ Yes.'—° Will
they be formed under the direction of Government? ‘Noj;
but under the direction of the people, through Parliament.’—
¢ Will a Committee of practical men induce Parliament to take
up the subject?” ° Yes.’ I had sentsome books, at the request
of the spirit of President Jefferson, to America, in the morning,
and I asked if my communications, accompanying the books,
were right 2 ¢ Yes.—* Will the books go safe to their destina-
tion? ¢ Yes; and they will be useful in the circle to which
they are sent.—‘ Shall I write the next pamphlet or my life
first 2 ¢ The pamphlet first, and your life after’—¢ Shall I
petition both Houses of Parliament on Spiritual Manifestations?’
“ Yes'—* Should I ask Lord Brougham to assist me to form a
Committee of superior practical men to consider how to form the
new conditions recommended by superior spirits ?° ¢ Yes'—
¢ Will you name some of the most proper men to be members of
such Committee ?° ¢ Sir Joseph Paxton, Messrs. Fox and Hender-
son, and Professor Richard Owen.’—° Will Lord Brougham be
a beneficial member of it? ¢ Yes.'— Shall I return from Seven-
oaks before the meeting of Parliament? ¢ Yes; and endeavour
to form the Committee of practical men before Parliament meets ;
and for this purpose return from Sevenoaks in about a fortnight.’
—¢ Shall T ask more questions?’ ¢ Yes'—‘ Have the spirits
who have communicated with me, through Mrs Hayden and
Eliza Finch, as mediums, been the true spirits which they repre-

G
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sented themselves tobe 7’ ¢ Yes; they were true and good spirits.’
— Is it agreeable to you to communicate with me? ° Yes.'—
¢ Will you have the kindness to communicate with me through
Mr. E— and Daniel O— while I remain at Sevenoaks ?’
* Yes.'—* Are the communications to Judge Edmonds and Dr.
Dexter, from Swedenborg and Lord Bacon, reliable communica-
tions from those superior spirits? ¢ Yes.'—‘Does every spirit
give information according to its own conditions- and stages of
progress? ¢ Yes.

At Mr. E—, 9th January, 1854. Daniel Offord, medium, (ten
years old.)

Putting the MS. on the table, I inquired if any spirit was pre-
sent. ¢ Yes.'—° Who? < The Prophet Daniel.'—° The MS.
on the table is the commencement of a new pamphlet which good
spirits have directed me to write; is what I have written true and
good? ‘Yes’—‘ Do you very much approve of it? Yes. —
¢ Shall I proceed with it in the same spirit?” ¢ Yes.” ShallI
write the remainder in London? < No. ¢ Where? <At
Sevenoaks., ¢ Shall I go to Sevenoaks this week? ¢ Yes.
¢ Was my visit yesterday to Mr. and Mrs. useful to promote
a more extended knowledge of the Spiritual Manifestations ?’
“Yes.” ¢ Shall I renew the visit to-morrow ?° ¢ No.” ¢ Should
I renew the visit before I go to Sevenoaks?” ¢ No.” ° Has
Eliza Finch lost her power as a medium ?” ¢ Yes.” ¢ Will you
please to tell me why the spirits have discontinued to rap to Mrs.
——? No answer. ° Shall T be enabled, with the assistance of
the spirits, to influence Parliament, about to meet, on the sub-
ject of the Spiritual Manifestations ?” € Yes; by petitioning
both Houses. ¢ Will the spirits aid me to obtain a Committee
of superior practical men? ¢ Yes; and also a Committee of
both Houses of Parliament.” ¢ Will the knowledge of the Spi-
ritual Manifestations make great progress in this country this
vear? ¢Yes.” ¢ HaveI ever had any inferior or undeveloped
spirits with me ?” ¢ No; they have all been good spirits.” ¢ Will
Mrs. M. W. be useful in promoting a knowledge of these Spi-
ritual Manifestations? ¢ Yes ¢Is Mrs. P. atrue and good
medinm ?* ¢ Yes.” ¢ Will she assist me ?” No answer. ‘Will
she be a good medium for me to apply to 2 No answer. ° Will
Daniel Offord be the best medium for me to apply to? ¢ Yes.’
¢ When shall T go to Sevenoaks; in how many days?" The
spirit made a call for the alphabet, and he then said: ‘ E—
go to Sevenoaks with Owen.” ¢ When shall we go.” ¢ To-mor-
row, at ten o’clock ¢ Will Wednesday do equally well?” ¢ No.’
Mr. E— then said, * May I come to London in the meantime
ifI should be wanted 2 ¢ No; but you may send questions to
Dan’ (The medium is always called Dan.)

ROBERT OWEN.
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Conclusion.

Why all this contentiop, counteraction, contest, and tur-
moil, now so prevalent in all countries over the world ?’

Is it not a blind attempt to obtain wealth or power, or the so-
ciety of those we love, with the view thereby of attaining happi-
ness, the ultimate object of every individual ?

But no one has yet discovered how to attain to anything nearly
approaching to permanent happiness, or to that state of rational
enjoyment which, in undisturbed security, might be, without
contest or competition, given from birth, and ensured to all
through life.

Why, then, are all of the human race thus disappointed? Tt
is because from the beginning until now all have been involved
in & system of falsehood, of counteraction, contests, and absurd in-
consistencies, and in consequence have been made to experience
an ever-recurring disappointment; while, if they were placed
under a system based and constructed on truth, the progress to-
wards excellence of all and the happiness of each would be per-
manently secured.

If the miseries arising from the false system are so severe and
general, and the happiness to be derived from the adoption of
another system would be so great, universal, and perpetually pro-
gressive—why, in the name of common sense, is the one tena-
ciously maintained as the greatest good, and the vther dreaded
as the greatest evil ?

It is solely owing to the ignorance of the human race, natu-
rally arising from the undeveloped state of Lumanity, which,
commencing in a crude condition, has been slowly progressing
through past ages to the present period. Commencing without
knowledge, and acquiring it by slow experience, it has, while
guided by imagination, regardless of facts, accumulated error
upon error, until such mental confusion has arisen, that all na-
tions seem to be at a loss to know how to proceed one step far
ther in a course now become, through experience, so obviously
false and absurd, that the more advanced are astonished that a
system so injurious to all could be so long maintained.

The question now is, how is this evil to be overcome ;—how can
truth and reason be made beneficially for all to supersede false-
hood and a misguided imagination ¥’

The whole power of ignorance,—which includes superstition,
bigotry, fanaticism, and old established habits which these have
created,—has to be overcome; and not by violence, but by a
simple statement of facts, and calm and corrcct reasoning, so as
gradually to induce humanity to become rational in thought, feel-
ing, and action.

This, the greatest of all changes in the history of the human race,
can be accomplished only by the statement of self-evident truths
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with self-evident deductions from those truths, made with illi-
mitable patience and perseverance, and in the spirit of never-
failing charity and love, evincing alone a desire to secure the
permanent good of all here and hereafter, without self, in the
usual acceptation of that term, interfering in the whole progress.

It is said “in the usual acceptation of the term self;—because
man cannot do good, especially on an extensive scale, without
doing great good to himself; and the more good to himself the
less that self is considered.

‘We now proceed at once to these self-evident truths or facts,
and the self-evident deductions from those facts.

Man exists. He did not make himself. Some power made
him. That power, whatever it is, is called God. Man knows
not what God is, except by observing nature as it appears to him.
But all nature evinces power of inconceivable magnitude, mag-
nificence, wisdom, and progression. This is intelligence ; and an
intelligence which gives to man greater knowledge and more ex-
perience, progressing the race towards a more perfeet and happy
state.

The earth progresses in fertility and beauty, while society
makes a progress, leading man onwards towards a superior and
happy state of existence. Is this a blind and unintelligent ad-
vance ; or is it a foreseen, foreordained, and intelligent progress?
This was a question of doubt among many of the most advanced
and inquiring minds throughout the world, through all past
ages, and which continues to the present time without the ques-
tion being solved to the satisfaction of those who have not yet
had the high privilege of direct and continued superior spiritual
intercourse.

The facts discovered previous to this age of new discoveries,
were not sufficient to establish a settled conviction on this sub-
ject in the minds of sincere inquirers after truth.

But in America and Europe, within a few years, a new class
of facts of the highest importance to the well-being and happiness
of the human race has been in an unusual manner, especially in
the United States, forced upon public attention.

These facts are yet disbelieved or doubted by those who have
not fully and fairly investigated them; but those who have
thoroughly examined, and who have had much experience
in connexion with them, cannot avoid coming to the conclusion
that these facts are realities. ,

According to these facts, the Universe and all within it, (if
within can be applied to that which has no bounds or limits,) are
preserved by a power of infinite wisdom, through laws of high in-
telligence farbeyond human comprehension. Laws emanating from,
or inherent in, an intelligence, which must be uncreated, self-exist-
ing, eternal, and universal ; but existing in a form and manner not
yet known to man. 'These powers of intelligence or high wisdom
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ate evident in the life and growth and instincts of all that have
vegetable or animal life, extending to the reasoning faculties of
the human race, which are the highest order of instinct.

Aided by past experience and the knowledge of these new facts,
derived from superior spiritual intercourse, the following con-
clusions appear to be self-evident deductions from self-evident
truths, or a true positive practical philosophy. .

That all the organs, faculties, and powers of man—physical,
intellectual, moral, practical, and spiritual—are created for man,
without his consent or knowledge.

That these organs, faculties, and powers, are the same in all of
the human race, but differ in their combinations in each indivi-
dual ; thus giving to each born a law of its own, both in male
and female.

That these organs, faculties, and powers are, as proved by ex-
perience, capable of illimitable improvement or further develop-
ment.

That the development advances slowly towards improvement
when the individual exists within inferior or unfavourable con-
ditions, but advances in improvement rapidly under favourable or
superior conditions.

That until this period in human progression, the favourable
and superior conditions in which to place man from his birth
were undiscovered ; and they have not yet been known in practice.

That the conditions which have hitherto existed around the
human race in all parts of the earth, have been in accordance with
the actugl development of the human faculties and their conse-
quent general progress.

That there has been latterly an extraordinary advance in the
development of the inventive faculties in the most civilised por-
tions of society, especially during the last half century.

That the discoveries thereby made have opened the path to
society by which greatly to improve the visible material condi-
tions in which to place all of the human race.

That the disclosure to men of the means of direct immediate
communications with the spirits of departed good and superior
men, has opened the means to society by which the invisible ma-
terial conditions in which to place all born of man may be greatly
improved.

That now, by combining these new and improved grosser,
visible, and more refined invisible material congitions around all
from birth, a new state of human existence may be speedily made
to arise, which shall delight the hearts of all, by immensely
improving the permanent condition of every one, from the youn-
gest to the oldest, from the lowest to the highest;—and which
shall, to an illimitable extent, improve the organisations born to
man through each succeeding generation.

This great and glorious change for humanity will be effected
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by the most simple of all possible positive philosophies :—namely,
by actually superseding the most crude and ignorant conditions
which now exist around allin every department oflife, from birth
to death, by positive good and superior conditions ; or, in other
words, by creating a consistent and wise arrangement of society,
instead of an inconsistent, counteracting, and most unwise ar-
rangement of the whole business of life throughout its entire
ramifications.

The one system positively compels all men to continue in
a false arrangement of society, to think and act most inconsis-
tently, and to see misery on all sides around them.

The other will make all, without exceptions, to become good,
wise, and happy, and to speak only the language of truth.

The one is most extravagantly and wastefully expensive of
capital, labour, and faculty.

The other will be a wise appropriation of these powers, ensur-
ing the essence of economy in each.

The one is consistently irrational throughout.

The other will be, without deviation, consistently rational.

The one necessarily creates general opposition, disunion, re-
pulsion, and contests.

The other will as necessarily create universal union of interest
and attractive feelings, so that each one will possess lovely
qualities only, and thus easily will each be made to love his
neighbour as himself, because lovely qualities may be most
easily created in all.

In a former publication it has been stated that the writer has
been an inspired medium from his birth. This he could have
known only through his communications with the spirits of his
departed friends ; but their statements on this subject are fully
confirmed, as will be found by the entire history of his life,
as will be evident when that life shall be published, and which is

in progress of being written.
ROBERT OWEN.

Sevenoaks.
December, 1858.

P.S.—Poor dear Eliza Cook ! how could she think of venturing
into print upon asubject of which sheknowsnothing butbyhearsay ;
which, in this case, is of less than no value, because, without the
investigation of facts upon this subject, hearsay knows nothing.
Little did she think, when she wrote her last week’s article on the
subject of the “Tuture of the Human Race”—including what
she calls twaddle—without knowing any of the import of that
twaddle, that it is destined soon to occupy the faculties of the
most scientific and practical men, not only in this country, but
throughout the civilised world. And as to her small talk about
good and bad conditions, making good or bad men and women,
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she is in about the same advance on this subject as the master
and operative delegates now met at the rooms of the Society of
Arts.  They know that they are in bad conditions, and that good
ones are most desirable ; but my kind-hearted, well-intentioned,
fair advocate of good intentions, as well as the masters and
operatives, has not the slightest conception of the principle and
the practices by which alone these good conditions can be ob-
tained or of the superior business mode by which they are to be
commenced. This will constitute a new era in human progress,
and one, when carried into execution, that will benefit and delight
every one to an extent for which the public are entirely unpre-
pared—and this phase in the progress of society will be effected
simply by superseding falsehood by truth, and inferior bad condi-
tions by superior and good.

Yes, the poetess and T had an interview, and from that time I
have admired her goodness of heart, fine imagination, and beau-
tiful aspirations, and can feel only a sincere affection for her
public advocacy of all that is liberal and good so far as the sphere
of the female mind has been yet educated upon great national
questions.

When females as well as males shall be trained and educated
to know what are evil conditions and what are good—to know
how to devise the latter, to apply them to supersede the former,
to assist to continue them afterwards in practice throughout so-
ciety, and to overcome the present errors and prejudices of class,
sect, party, country and colour, then may females, when they
have also acquired the faculty of close investigation of new facts
as they arise, be competent to write upon national subjects of
general interest and to express a rational opinion of new pheno-
mena when opposed to old notions.

ROBERT OWEN.
January 81st, 1854.
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