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PREFACE:

TaE investigations described in the folowing pages, were
made by several gentlemen who were originally skeptics] on the
subject. One of them, a physician, was particularly so—and
nothing but the most persevering and rigid scrutiny, and under
the most favorable circuimnstances, could have convinced him
that all the phenomena presented were not the result of collusion
of the mediums, or a mere hallucination. The gentleman who
has joined the physician in writing this account, had begun the
investigation when the Fox family first came to the city.. He
was a patient observer of the exhibitions made by them, and soon
learned to believe, that if the raps madgin their presence wers
produced by them, it must be some invisible and intangible
agency. It was thought that the sounds might be electrical
detonations—but the electrometer 'placed at the feet of one of the
- mediums, showed nothing unusual in her electrical condition.
They were isolated upoh glass tumblers and pillows, without
preventing the production of the sounds.




Ny VA ————

PREFACE.,

The intelligence found in the greater part of the answers, was
attributed readily to clairvoyance, (which, by the bye, is quite
as wonderful and mysterious a phenomenon as the manifesiation
of spirits ;) but, as many facts were told which were not in the
minds of the questioners, this explanation became unsatisfactory,
and the mystery of the rappings was as dark as ever. Within
a year medinms have multiplied, until they are now numbered
by thousands, and have appeared in every part of the United
States, and in some parts of Europe, particularly in Germany;
and whatever be the state of the case, the matter has grown
interesting and worth investigating, If it be a humbug, the
sooner it be exposed the betfer; but, to expose it, there must
be earnest and serious investigation. It is not enough to cry,
“ Humbyg I” and look wise. There are thousands of men of
elevated position, and the highest education and judgment, who
have been compelled, upon investigation, to acknowledge that
it is a reality, although yet, in a great measure, a mystery. Ifit
shall prove to be a truth that departed spirits can converse with
us, then it nesds no argument to show that it is to that source
we must look for a solution of the mysteries of the life beyond
the grave, '

Since this work has been /ready for the press, much discussion
has taken place in the newspapers on this subject. With all this
we have nothing to do. Our purpose has been, and is, to narrate
the pmnﬁnent points in our own experience, and leave them to
the judgment of such as take interest in the maitter.

One of the writers has decided to give his name to the book,

though until the eve of publication it had been determined other- - ‘
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wise. A work of this kind—a simple statement of facts—could
not make ér injure literary reputation, and therefore there was
no inducen;ent to give the authors’ names ; but, as we have been
. earnestly entreated by our friends not t> compromise ourselves
by avowing a belief in a great delusion-—which they confidently
expected from day to day to see exposed—and as they were
certain we should be mortified and confounded when the fallacy
u;as once made manifest, we have thought it important—all the
more for the general skepticism in which the facts are viewed—

to show that we have confidence ourselves in our assertions,

It may here be allowed us to say; that the arguments which
have lately appeared in the newspapers against the reality of
ap&itual manifestatioﬁs, have emanated from individuals whose
experience has been very small, or at least very unfortunate,
The arguments we have seen, do not touch the more important
of the manifestations at all; and to account for others, the writers
~ require miracles far surpassing what is claimed for these phe-
nomena. A medium walking across the room, or even sitting
still, is made to form an electrical vacuum sufficiently powerful
to draw into or towards it, heavy articles of furniture, and yey
there is no thunder-clap when this great vacuum collapses,

The articles being thrown from the vacuum, is still more won-
derful.

A very important error in these arguments is in the statement,
that the raps are desired by the mediums before they are ever
heard—since ail natural mediums first find out that they possess
the quality, by hearing the raps near them.
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A still more important error-is, that nothing is uttered by or
through the medium except what was in the medium’s mind.
Everybody knows, who has had any experience in these'm‘atters',
that the medium often writes or speaks names of persons and .
places, ‘and narrates events, entirely unknown to any one of the
company. However, our purpose is not to argue this guestion.
Time will determine it, ‘and we are willing to abide the result;

and we have no doubt that the beautiful thought that our de-

parted friends can converse with us, will soon be an established
truth. V
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CHAPTER 1.

[ .

INTRODUCTORY.

It is a somewhat singular, and yet perhaps sot a strange
¢ircumstance, that when a new idea is offered to the world, it
immediately enlists either for or against it, many persons whose
opinions are formed not from a careful investigation of the facts
or the phenomena it presents, but from a certain inherent impulse

. which impels them to receive it with favor, or reject it with dis-
-gust; and this bias is not more especially manifest towards those

ideas which are seemingly mcomprehensﬂ)le, than towards inven-
tions and improvements, the results of which may be tested by
comparison or by time. Truth, at the first glance, would seem
to be elective. The just merit of a new idea is generally ad-
mitted from its analy31s Our opinions and prejudices are the
standard by which its truths are first measured, and it is either
received or rejected by the preponderance of one or the other.
 Much as we pride ourselves on the progress we have made
in our moral, physical, and intellectual condition, and justly, too,
the development of our inherent attributes as reasoning beings,
has not entirely divested us of our veneration for old opinions,
the errors of which have long been proved.

. 'We do not always regard the past as sacred, but we are
apt to judge, perhaps too hastily, those individuals- who have
danngly compared the past with the present, and given to the
future, ideas which need only to be mvestlgated to be at once
admitted as truth.

We need only to turn back our glance for fifty years, to be at
once convinced that man’s progress has been almost incompre-
hensible. The whole aspect of his condition has been changed,
and yet who will pretend to say, that the perfection of steam,
the invention of the magnetic telegraph, and the establishment
of rail-roads, have not encountered as much 'prejudice and oppo-
sition as the new idea of the present day—Spiritual Manifesta-

tions? And yet we are often obliged to believe where we do not




———

|

8 SPIRITUAL MAXNIFESTATIOXS.

understand ; perhaps, therefore, the opposition to these new ideas
has been as much from a want of a true knowledge of the facts,
as from a want of a just conception of their mysteries, The dis-

. covery of facts, and their proper application, is the extent of our

limits. We can never go back to fitst causes,
Who will pretend to a knowledge of that power which canses

the heart to act independent of our will? We see the effects

of its pulsation in the maintenance of life and the growth of the
body; but what causes it to dilate and contract in such perfect

regularity, asleep or awake-—performing its functions amid all
the vicissitudes of climate or changes of life? The immortal

Harvey was subjected to scarcely less abuse and opposition,
for giving the circulation of the blood to the world, than have
been those who, less pretending, have\presented the phenomena
of spiritual communications, based upon facts as strongly sup-
ported, and opening a field of inquiry no less broad and exten-

sive, than the truth for the assertion of which he was so violently,

assailed.

In this age of inquiry and progress, it will hardly satisfy the
thinking mind to deny the truth of any proposition because it
conflicts with old ideas, cherished though they may be by a
thousand associations, and supported by an array of great names
which have given them an odor of sanctity.

The first inquiry should be, and is,—Can the ‘facts to be pre-
sented; be proven? There are a thousand facts connected with

_chemistry, in. the results of its various combinations, in the strange.

affinities which certain substances have for others, and in the
new properties which those substances develope when mixed
together—enough to perplex and confound the wisest; and yet

we cannot account for the mysterious preference whlch one in- -
animate substance has for another, by any law known to man.
We knme the fact, and we roust believe it—the causes are still -

undeveloped..

Bui if there are mysteries connected with matter which we

are unable to solve, how much more wonderful are those mani-
fostations of life, not only in its physical attributes, but in the
attributes and properties of that inner life, of which we see so
much and know so little. .

In all the gradations of life, from the lowest order of zcaphytes
to man, we are forced to confess, that while we witness its des’

-
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velepment, its connexions, attributes, and powers, we are stil}
unable to account for the remote causes which produce the jeast
of all these phenomena, of which the proximate causes may be
easily accounted for. It would seem to be an easy task 1o ex-
plain the action of the will in raising the arm or in moving the
ieg. 'The muscles, stimulated by the will, aet in accordance
with its direction. All this is readily admitted—but what is the
will? How does the communication take place, and how is the
effect produced?  There we are stayed—beyond a certain limit
we cannot penetrate—and still we believe, though we do not
dnderstand, :

- It is not always the case, that men believe what they do not -
‘understand, though in many cases they are forced to do so. 'The
.reverse is frequently the case—and we hear many persons ex-

- ¢laim,—* Oh, I don’t believe it, because I don’t understand #

b Well, suppose we cannot always understand,—is the mystery
g of any idea a certain proof that'it.is-untrue?- ‘Would it be any
. the less true that we can communicate with New Orleans, and
receive a reply in five minutes, if this fact were made known
1o some individual who ‘had never seen any of the marvellous
g accomplishments of this mighty invention, and shoild be denied
- * by him, because he could not understand how it could be done?
If, on the contrary, he had seen it transmit a message in advance
of time, and should deny that jts power was derived from elec-
© wricity or galvanism, because he could not understand that subtle

agent, we should consider him unworthy of an argument,

It is true, that the causes of many of the simplest manifesta.
tions of nature are still shronded in impenetrable mystery ; but
their investigation affords us as much pleasure; and we derive

.48 much benefit from their effects, as though we undérstood all
the causes which have operated, from the dawning of light on
- the dark surface of the earth,. or evert from the agglomeration
of the primitive particles in the nebula -from which sprang the
®lar system. We should never -have a settled belief on any
siibject, if we were to require ptoof in every step of our investi-
“gation, and such proof aswas adapted to the condition of our
‘minds alone. Proof of one kind may satisfy Mr. A., but it re-
V' quires proof of quite another character to satisfy Mr. B.; ang

- hus in searching for truth, we are often led astray by our chosen

guides, to whom we blindly adhere, because their standard and
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character are taken from the peculiarities and biases of our (wn
prejudices. -

The idea that the spirits of our deceased friends can hold com-
munication with ourselves on earth, can impart their feelings to
us, give us deseription of the various stages and conditions of their
progress in the spheres above us—that they are constantly with
those te whom they were attached, except when called away by

the duties which they are required to perform-—that they have the:

power through this new discovery to explain to us every act of
their spirit life, and receive from us the. ordingry ideas which char-
acterize our existence and connexion here, is_so strange, wonderful
and extraordinary, so incompatible with our education, so much
opposed to all our most cherished,ideas and opinions, and to everw
thought of life, that it seems impossible to believe. .

But when the collective evidence of the many respectable persons
who have seriously investigated Spiritual manifestations, in the
various phases through which they have been presented, are care-

fully weighed, we cannot but be convinced that the phenomena
witnessed and attested by them bear no affinity or relation to any

known laws by which matter is acted upon ; and that the develop-
ments also made bear the impress of individuals who have long
since left this world, and manifest a kind of knowledge not charac-
terizing the inhabitants of thia earth.

These- statements may be strange and startling to many who
have not thought of the subject, and they will need corroboration
to ennﬂ&thms 1o belief; and while we prooeed to give an account
of certain manifeatations as they ocgurred under our own observa-
tion, giving in detail a narrative of the acts, statements, &ec., of the-
alleged spirits themselves, we wish to be understood, as not fally
endorsmg all the doctrines and ideas they have given us.

In this, our preliminary work, we give but the manifestations:
whach have been made under our own observamon, without refer-
ence to what may have been witnessed by others ; leaving the

explanation of the whole matter until further investigations shal} '

have given us the true solution to the many mysterious facts which'
1OW are mcomprehenmble.

It  may not be out of place here to say that, though many “theo-

ries of. expls.natlon” of these phenomena which have been glven to
the world, evince much originality and shrewdness, still in our
opinion, they bear no relation whatever to the subject. Without
pretending to decide on the truthfulness or falsity of the many

s




b

.

b .

o
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med'mms who have given pubhc exhibitions of “spiritual rappings,”

still we do pretend to say that this form of the manifestation, is

xﬂy one of the various means by which spirits communicate ; and
probably the lowest of all, as being the first. Thus a theory ex-

plaining how «raps” may be made, proves nothing of other kinds

.of manifestation ; for it must be understood that the forms and

phases of these mysteries are multifarious, and they differ so

ehtirely from each other, and are so opposite in their effects, the -
philosophy which would explain one kind of manifestation Would

bea.r no relation to the others.

"*The phenomena smgularly differ in different individuals.—
Through some, the “raps” or “knockings” are alone produced
through others, the hand is used to strike blows, so as to respond
t6 questions, or to point at the letters of the alphabet. Other
mediums are made to nod or shake the head in responses. Others
stamp the foot, or move the body. Others write with a pen or
pencﬂ full communications. Some médiums obtain communications
with spirits by calling the alphabet, andfeehng a touch when they
‘ oome to the right letter. Biut the Blghest manifestation thus far

made is the speaking through the voice of the medium.

"‘With some mediums we have seen the whole body seemingly
gossessed by the spirit, who identifies himself by acting himself
out, or produces in the face of the medium a resemblance to his
own—or produces the gait or peculiar manner by which he could

e recognized.

‘Other mediums also are so magnetized that they are, or pretend
to be, permanently clairvoyant; and others can hear the voices of
spirits—their ears being magnetized for the purpose. .

-The attempted explanations therefore of these mysteries, eannot
apply to all the different kinds of manifestations ; and if for want

. of other argument it is alleged that they are all deceptions, it will

g
Fe

k.

yet remain to account for responses obtainéd through mediums
khown and proved to be asleep ; and the responses too as full and
complete as when the medium was awake.

. We shall not attempt to solve the problem of the remote or
proximate causes of these things; our object is to give a plain
history of the manifestations as they have occurred under our own

" observation, and during an investigation which has been carried

on under the most favorable circumstances, for arriving at the fact
that the mediums through whom we have investigated are innocent
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of any participation in the matter—being pa:sive instruments of
an invisible power.

In our study of this matter we have arrwed, therefore, at the
following results :

1. That the medium is passive, and that whatever demonstmtmn
is made, is without his own volition.

2. That with a well-developed medium, it is not requisite fo form
a eircle to obtain communication with spirits, but a circle ig often
required to make such communication easy.

8. That the identification of spirits, by exhibiting the walk,
manner, or appearance of the individual, is made as easily through '
a medium who has never known the spirit, as i:hroug}i one who‘
had been acquainted. .

4. That the manifestations are made as well when the ‘medium
is agleep as when awake. .

5. That the manifestation is as often made when the mind of the

medium is occupied by other and engrossing subJects, as when ' -

directed to the responses.

6. That through a good medium, spirits can move inanimate ob- , }

jeets, and exert great physical power.

7. That it is possible for spirits to magnetize the eyes of a
medium, 80 ag to render themselves visible. , )

8. That they can magnetize the ear, so that their voices will
be audible to the medium.,

9. That they can magnetize any. susceptxble person (of medmm—,
like physique) so that their touch can be distinetly felt.

10. They do often assume in the dark a denser form, by w}nch
they can produce physical manifestations more easily. -

These facts have been proved to us in the course of our investi- -
gation; and though feeling satisfied in our own minds that we have_
not been deceived, yet we do not anticipate that we convey the
same conviction to the minds of others. ;

It is scarcely worth while to say that 1n common with the great
majority of people, we did not believe that spirits could possibly .
commumca.te with men in the flesh. The idea was so much averse
to all our preconceived notions—to our educational belief, that we
had hardly patience to listen to the detail of what had taken place,
from our friends, who had had earlier opportunities for witnessing
the mysterles

There were, 100, 50 many contradictory accounts, and the reports
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of what had occurred were so magnified-—the subject was so mys-
terious—the many crude theories of its philosophy so little satis-
fnctory, that we were convinced that the subject was unworthy of
investigation. We were more than half disposed to refuse it ex-
ammatmn, because we could not comprehend it; and because, too,
we were in the same condition with many persons at this time,
~who fear they shall be laughed at if they seem to take an interest
init—or worse, that they shall be pronounced i msane, and so dare
nat and will not investigate the subject.

_ Still the arguments we had heard awakened so much interest
i the question, that we did not disdain to take mnotice of what
ocourred before our eyes, until we learned that there might be
wmethmg in the matter-—the more pa,rtlcula.rly, that many of the
wonderful stories were related to us by friends in whose judgment
apd veracity we had perfect confidence.

.. We then occasionally visited a circle, and had now and then a
tonversa,tlon, through a medium, with what purported to be one of

oyr spirit friends. The manifestations were not then s’nch a8 to

i otmvmee us of their reality, or to induce us to pursue a systematxc

¥
b3,

- investigation; and we could not divest our minds of the idea that

the “raps” we heard were made by the pretended medium, or by

- some one acting in collusion with him.
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"CHAPTER IL

—

Tre subject of Spiritual Manifestations naturally demanded
serious inquiry, either to elicit the great truths that spirits might

be able to impart or to expose an outrageous imposition. The - 3\

assertion that we could converse with the spirits of our departed
friends, was 80 startling that we naturally fell back upon our con-
servatism, and felt that it would be soon enough to believe things

80 extraordinary, and so without the authentic range of human

experience, when there was absolute proof. Therefore we endea~
vored to hold our opinion in abeyance, though strongly inclined to
believe that the little we had seen and known of the matter had
originated either in the trickery of the parties, or their gulhbmty

—or perhaps a combination of both—knowing well that there is 1o,

fraud so gross that there will not be found hosts of behevers )
In this disposition of mind, we listened to the proposition of two

gentlemen, friends of the famﬂy, to bring a medium to the house,

for the purpose of convincing us—we having had many discussions
with them on the subject. We acceded to the proposal, and on the
238d of October, 1851, the gentlemen in question, and another

medinm, was brought to our house by our friends, and a circle was 3

formed. There were present only our own family, the two gentle-

“men above-mentioned, and the mediums—ten in all.

But little ook place-at this circle, which seemed any way extra-
ordinary—and nothing which in our then frame of mind could be
satisfactory. ~Our mental questions seemed to be answered by

affirmatives and negatives, through the hand of one of the medi-

ums—also written and audible questions in the same manner—but
these did not amount to proof. There was nothing that might not
have been done by trickery. Two young ladies at the table were
pronounced to be very susceptible of the magnetic influence. A
glass of water was magnetized for a lady who was sick in the

house, and a- prescription written out through the hand of the

medium. There was nothing, however, at all satisfactory or con-

vineing to us; though others at the table accustomed to such mani-

oo
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- fgststiaps considered them genuine and reliable. Time has proved
¥ that many of the answers not then credited, were true.
.On the 29th of the month, we invited the same mediums to our
: house, and formed a circle early in the evening. There were nine
k. persons present—the same party as before—one only being absent.
¢ The manifestations were not important, and nothing occurred which
¥ . wp.thought any way extraordinary, except that the alleged spirit
. of one of our friends wrote out, through the hand of Mr. B., the
’ qedmm-—‘ I will convince you in your own house, and Wlthout a
medium.” Having thus far no proof that there was any thing in
¢t matter, we did not heed the responses to our questions, though
zﬁgemed to be correct ; but we listened to all, and welghed every
‘ in a proper spmt of investigation. We sat up till twelve
dplock and it being thus too late for Mr. B. to return to the city,
" . hg remained with us all night.
- On the morning of the 30th, at the breakfast table, we were
3 gpeted with frequent raps, by some invisibla agency—and gener-
L ally at a distance from the medium, Once we, heard three loud
xpps on the door, and we went to the door opening into-the hall,
and to the outside door, but found no one. This was the first thing
m}}wh we found too mysterious to comprehend, and we entered
upon the investigation with alacrity.
.. A circle. was formed immediately after breakfast We were
wdered to sing, to produce harmony, and we soon had abundant
mamfestatmns After we had sat about an hour and a half, there
was written out—« Mr B, g into the next room.” It should be

(igcludmg the medmm, Mr. B.) two ladies, a.nd a child under nine
years. This child we will call in this narrative, for the sake of
. comvenience, “Mary ;7 her sister, fifteen yoars of age, also at the
- t,q,hle, we will name «Julia.” Mr. B. left the circle, as directed,
. agd went into the next room; and shortly afterwards the child,

'M&ry, was very much aglta.ted and her, Tand violently shaken.
ip effect of the magnetic influence was 80 strange and o unex-

pected, that she became alarmed and much excited. She eried
" with fear, and ran to her mother, and it was some time before she
WS soothed and' persnaded to remain in the circle. In fifteen or
twenty minutes, her hand was made to write legibly, and in bold,
laxge letters, full answers to all our questions, mental or oral,
This result, which had been ardently desired by all, ereated a
most pleaSurablé excitement. The youth and artlessness of the
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child, and her perfect sincerity and truthfulness, made her the best
possible medium—because the most reliable. She could write
ordmarﬂy, though in a small, cramped, and scarcely legible hand,
but now she was made to write boldly and rapidly, and with a
style and spelling which could not have originated in her.

Mr. B. was recalled, and Mary econtinued to write in answer to

our questions, until she had used up half a quire of paper—but
few sentences generally on a page. .

At length she wrote out—* Mr. B. and Mary, go into the next’
room,” and they left the circle accordingly. The circle left now
consisted of five, one of the neighbors having come in and joined
it. Scarcely had they left, when Mary came back and wrote out, '}
“ Now for Julia,” and then left the room. They had been gone
but a few minutes, when Julia’s hand was violently shaken, and
her whole frame much agitated. One of the persons in the circle
observed, “Julia will soon be a medium.” This was spoken in a
low voice, and could not have been heard out of the room—but as
soon as the words were uttered, Mary ran into the room, and seiz- .}
ing a pencil, wrote out, “ She is one,” and then left the room again.’ ]
And it was true. Her hand rapped in response to all our ques-
tions—which, at this time, while every one was made a fes?, were'
generally proposed mentally. Three raps were made to answer
“yes;” one rap was “no,” and two had an indefinite meaning, as
“ perhaps,” “gsome,” “] don’t know,” or “ask questions about it.”

. 'This: moming’s circle, at which the child and young lady
were made mediums, lasted till two o'clock, P. M.

‘The same party met in the evening, and sat till near twelve.” )
We were directed, about ten o'clock, to make the room dark— *
and soon dfter the lights were removed, one of the company
looking at a faint streak of light through the shutters, saw a shade’
pass by it, having the figure of a man—and soon after, felt the
distinct touch of 2 hand upon his head. One gentleman had-
his coat-slgeve drawn up on his arm considerably. "The room
was tightly closed, and we joined hands round the circle. Thesa

were trifling manifestations—but at that time we had not wit-'

nessed anythmg of the kind, and they excited some wonder! -
“We have omitted to state, that at the previous circle, the child, i
Mary, was at about one o’clock, ordered by the spirits to leave the:
table, as bemg fangued—-anﬂ not immediately complying with’
the requést,  her chair was drawn fiom under her by invisible
force, and she fell to the floor. She arose to go into the riext’
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 wwoms, and s she was passing a sofa—or rather, a couch, on which
"‘ tho cashrions were piled at one end-she was taken up and thrown
,wpan'it by unseen hands. -

. it this sitting, during the evening, them werc mwy sausfac-
W responses from many spirit ﬁ'lends-—made ge&em}}y through
“tpe hand of Mary Her elder sister, Juha, had ﬁbt yE& been made
m

‘,Qne of our nelghbors, who was in the’ cmﬂe amd me spmt

-deceased wife-a mental  question. ~ Shb thld~hint that she
wd answer the question the next morning ‘whén . he. waked,

, mouth of their child—a boy of sevén ermg%xt years The
' mme was fulfilled. ‘The pext morning,-when he awoke, he -
- pioed 10 his little boy, who was in bed Wwith-him, and still'asleep,
f’entaliy put the same: questfon 5. tim spmt of his wife. - In-

mny desmdwmmmm*w iy fohio i
Wwfeuryeﬂs aﬂm’l‘mﬁg%iimmm SOlilieg
jions before her death. Aspmtpmnﬁsedt@ﬁmi’ﬁa d bmrg
i next mm‘mng T '
the. next mor&mg—Fnday, Oct Sl:st—-we fomt} a cmh‘

spmt that had been sent far was present, ‘and wrote

pgh.the medinm a letter to- her sister residing in Virginia.
also answered many-test questions put to her, and satisfacs:
prored her identity. - Ofie of the gentlemen present addresss: :
pirit in a foreign iauguage, and recelved satxsfatmry “n-J

; Wﬁf the spmts——the one Whe had- been“ﬁlmnt “in
gt the two medmm&——now proceeda& hm *the arm’

the. hand was movedmﬁﬁ %ﬂi&r mlence and it
,pqwntzl long-exercise of jt,’ ththy mte] hg:hle wm‘mg was
, then but very few Wréa.
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gHAmeﬁﬁiL

R __a.* :

8 I'r shdﬂli be ebserved,xthat Jaha aﬁd Mary ‘bad never seen an?
of tha alleged Spiritual manifestations; wntil they were seen atotr
i house at’ the: circles above: désgmbe& “We -kiew they had nst §
: Jearpied. any axt in the matter Wr&-—&rx& if‘there had béen
: opportumity, their -education and their \o\tﬂtwated feelings’ forbade  §
r 'the possibility of such a supposition. * Thereforé the manifestations
r we had witnessed at the several sittings of this invisible ® poiseh’ ¥
L that’ through the hands ‘of these chtldren eould reply ‘correctty’'to 3
! " our most.secret thoughts, and tell us of many facts we had not"be-:
‘. fore:known, naturally excited our wonder, and roused us to a deterd.
‘. _mination to investigate the matter fully. Being thus so well pred
vided with mediums, o -whose truth we could, rely without” ﬂm
: shadow of & deubt; we pursned the subject daily; sndiliost: hotrty
* up.to the time of this: M1xrg-»~arndﬂfi& the W%is narrative
) 1o conm; to thepublic as ‘suésitict and c‘!e’ar A &escnptmn of\the»
plienemens. a8 posaible/i 6! 32 3
&%ﬁ' "/'I}t & detadl offﬂlé’ évents as they occm‘mf
‘ o Woﬁmﬁa too great prohx1ty~-—ne*cr(é‘r§
theleaa, wér B e

i _been of 1mpof&ane&*‘ox”whera 1t would teli for or a.gamst t‘ne reﬁ
. ‘ 'blhty of the respanses :

) | swers wore” how. e&sﬁly‘ obtained " through the hand" of Julia:®
i saoap il twd’ve ‘4t night. When" ol others' | in the house ﬁm&

b sekup. g

i ‘ m w&wfnp, ats the instdnce of the spirits, with another jreit:
{ ol <
]

M&Q,&&fm‘ ing-which time, mamfeatatmns were midd 3
, of tho p# uhﬁe"of “8pirits, such as raps on’the floor -and Wil
3  though'- ‘t‘he‘wvﬁs tio edjum. - By this time' the mediums, Julis
J4nd Mary, tud 'hewnrg #0 well developed that the spirits could
manifest fkemsa%éés ﬁ]rhugh them as ‘well whén alone as when ]
aided By the magnemsm of & 'eirele ; and therefore they were kept
eommumcamng at all tmles of the day and evening.
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o At the eircle this evenmg, there was’ present one of our neigh-
rs, who felt a strong interest in the subject which was under
_ tigation. He had attended several of our meetmgs, and was

- pﬁ’twdly satisfied of the verity of the manifestations. “On’ hls ask-
mg if there was any spirit who wished to commumcato with h1m, it

‘wag answered that his wife was preseut. “He then: held B conver-

Aién with her—asking his questions mentally, u.nd obtammg

gotrect replies.  Pinally, to test the identity of the spirit, he said;

" #¥this is the spirit of my wife, she can. carta.mly tell me what.

¢ the last words I said to her when she wag- dymg, and the

ply which she ‘made. I think there is but 6he -person present

ﬂ% knows what that question was. It will eertainly be strong
ivof of her identity if she can answer my question correctly.” .

yere was much ihterest felt by all present to hear the reply of

spirit. After a little hesrtatmu, tlavhed’éum -wrote out the

ct words spoken b;r; the gmﬁ‘ema‘"w occasion, émd the

#k which the Apu‘t iade; wh {nﬁxef ﬁeiﬂ?‘“@iﬁyﬁn’* mb’is
jto ;- by which ‘titte; howsver; e wis not- -catléd by b ig' '
¢ no individual present knéw that: he had ever held ﬂ.‘(&t’ﬂlﬁk
!‘be gentleman replied, after a few momients of sﬂence, “Thls*ié
d “strange—1I did hold a commission which conferred on‘nfe
mrank of Captain. = Very few persons know this, and the title,
ptain, was a pet name whlch my wife frequently used. No
&er person ever did so.” ‘
2%t the next circle, the only remarkable result was the commu-
fation by a spirit to one of the persons present, that one of lns
Witives, four hundred miles distant, was at the point,of &eaf}rui\
o news of the sickness had been prevmusiy recexve&#—;aﬁa ﬁé
eman feeling anxious about the health of his §
irit to go and see the sick persén, and’ Bihg
xact situation: ~Thé-spirit mmdﬁyv GHPNET - We were T6-
ﬁs’ced to open the door to permit’ “the’ g %88 of the spirit, and we
‘6. Tn about ten minutes- the* ‘hedium wrote, “Bome one’

hsqcks—open the door” We opcned the street door, 1 and instant-

"% ¥He spirit that had been desp&fche& on the errand #nnomnced,
itbigh the medium, his return, * He rélated that the patient -was’
T'Qﬁﬁ' death, and could not live Wmty-ﬁur hours. ' The disease, he
484, was in the lungs. (This ‘we all knew’; the ‘patient having
ered many years Witﬁ & pnfmonary complamt ! He saxd thab’ '

a
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he had been st her bedside, and examined the comhtmn of tha'
argans diseased. Cd
.The spirit who made. this statement Wwas on eart}x 2 physmmn.f -
’l‘he subsequent intelligence by letter from the friends of the de-
eessed, proved that the diagnosis was correct. M
At some of the circles of which #e have spoken, the spirit of &~ -3
child, who died four yeéars since, at the age of fourteen months; = 3
manifested herself through her sister, Mery, the younger medinm.,
She first wrote her name in large capitdls—the letters very mci!f
formed, and made with great rapidity.  She-then Wrote in a sinily '}
lar wenner, “ Papa, mama, talk to Margey.” She. continued tg.
write in Roman capitals for s considerable. t;me»—-but latteriy has:
ﬁeglmto ¥rite in ordinary script. , A
. - At the next sitting the only circumstance of any 1mpcrtanoe :
} was that through the hand of the younger medium several spznt& 4
‘ wrote, each with a distinctly different hand-writing. This wag '
more particularly observable in the writing of the brother and &u&;
ter. (spirits) of the mediums. The brother had been writing & fm@ -3
hand, and telling what studies he pursued in the spirit world, and, 3§
who were his teachers, when suddenly the little sister took the, "3
~ hand of Mary and wrote out her message in capital letters, This 3
excited considerable surprise in those who had. m&b&m seen tha |
‘manifestation. The- child, when on. earth, was foo young to andm 3
spd yriting,end o 1
of‘p&lwi tt ,:,mthsvmgyeﬂeamedtawnte , RE
m&w mmﬁm had been ‘made, another spmt, who A
had practiced ghrough th liand of Msryi wrote what he had to
in.a bold and correct, chirography, snd in a style of thought
hpguage quite beyond the capabilities of this child-medium, :m
. Next came s spirit that had never written through the hand; g{
qgkgg Julia or Mary. She attempted many times, and failed ‘
guther,, a,pd. she was succeeded by ancther spirit equally anused tq
write thrgagh them, who after several attempts wrote a communj -
-‘oa,ﬁonwbqu y . legxblmnd of & character ag. dxﬁ'erent ad posmhg
: mﬁ@ oifers. - . it
! ko .ghowld be ohserved, that in no insfance at ﬁrst dxd a3 spmk
5 Mm‘ﬁa aasng ohirography he used on earth, though we oﬁ%' )
§ M nomo‘chmmr of memblance—but after having obtmg .
{ e&mﬂ of tlwimnd, there were several who wrote so mnch
their ;opdinapy haud. (when on. esxth,) that the writing could :hy
§}i readily recognised as theirs, by those who had known them
|
!
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‘ *ﬁ%pnt this time, (11th Nov.) & famﬂy of our acquaintance loft

we desired certain spirits to see them overy day and bring us word.

dingly, we received at the circle every evening, an account of
yagers, with all events worthy of note, and en the evening of
% 218, an account of the arrival at Chagres.. (Aliﬂus Wwag sub-
ﬁgpentiy confirmed by the letters we received.} - Adcounts were
brought to us of théir crossing the Isthinus; and their embark-
for California. The name of the eteamahx;;-———the pickness apd
th of other passengers, and the safe am?ai of the voyagers st

and their establishing themgelves af: ahofel. Then. came in
Y ok’ 3

ession their conversations respectmg thew contemplated move~
Bhépte—their lotters and presents aem*wto tbm mty, &e., &, all
¥ minutely and in their order; T
"“"The next session; worthy of ngte, wa&én unusmlly large one.
”ﬁiere were present several strangers, who were desirous of wit-
ing the. “ manifestatipns,” s34, thopgh: Mm mewﬂent
ot of mental harmony, (in gopsequence of the akep—
stratigers) yet the results were all that could be 1

%:;9.

f sn'e

¢ told there were seventy-seven. We have generally foand
it when, after special appointment, an extraordinary circle is
#ermed, there will be collected a large number of spirits. It was
#m this evening that the spirits for the first time were enabled to
wpeak through the voice of Mary, (except. that one word had been
gitered on & former occasion,) and this excited great astonishment
#n alb—it bemg the first time we had known thatsuch a thmg Was
possible. It bappened thus. 'We were conversing, about the pos-
aibility of a spirit’s speaking through a medium, when. ee-of the
#pirits wrote out—¢ I will speak through Mary,"- We then asked
$er to speak her name. She made use of the. band of the medium
#o magnetize her chest, throat and meuth, and theu spoke her name,
{omitting the middle name). The wordg were uttered with a kind
ﬁ' explogive sound. There was gonsiderable eontraction of the

. muscies of the face and the thrWnd to all present the dia-
phragm was visibly convulsed.. -Mary was evidently taken by sur-
. prige, and gomewhat frightened. 'We now asked the spirit to tell
. w# what was her middle name, whieh she had omitted to speak.
%w, no one knew, exoept the gquerist. After magnetizing the
child a few minutes, she uttered it—and then uttered her whole

-'eity for San Francisco. Wishing to hear of their progress, A

lace of their destination—telling the exact time of their arri~

{’We agked the number of spirits present on this occasion, sod

T —
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name. - This was considered by all a remarkable test, as the mid-
dle pame was one not known to the Enghah language, and could
not-have been guessed.
+ Another of the events at thls circle was the writing a letter«-i— S
One of the company had brought a letter to one of the spirits who - 3
was éxpected to be present. The letter was read by the spirit, why 3
then proceeded to answer it. She: took the hand of Mary,and .
commenced the letter in due form, writing half a page. Thenhav. -
ing something of a private nature to copvey, she. magnetized the -
oyes of the child, so that she could not see what she wrote. She -
thus wrote two pages, and then folded and aﬁdresaed the letter ;i
Wlnle this was being written, Mary kept- saying, “ I can’t sog
wha.t D'm writing. I 1 look down I am blind—but I can see when
I Iook up.? .“The letter contamed a private communication to & rgx
lative, whmh it would not have been proper for the company to BGQ! ‘
tmd was upon matters of whxch the’child knew nothmg
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4 _ur‘sgmt fpenﬁs,
“who had- died about a yeaa; pxevxous, \gow voLgn;eewd 1o tell us:
“hig-sensations on eptering the spirif. Worldk ,g-lg reqpued that a
Wbook should be procured for, hlm-—: hhmh ‘bemg prepared

4 agéed accordmg to hlS pm;msa,‘gpgl §§§a@gpt Of hxs exge-

mce since death,

¥ After T became conscmus, I felt hke a person wakine from a:‘f :
p—from some unpleasant dream, fo'a reality too- beaﬁﬁﬁf‘
exqulslte to deseribe, I saw below me my fnends, who alt”
ned mouming for some one; and upon noticing particularly,
und that it was I for whom they were weeping : and I thought
W strange it was that they could feel so badly about one who
§'so beautifully situated. I then saw around me many friends -
‘t I had lost, and was at a Ioss to account for my seemg then’

The next thmg that I realized, was, “that ane‘“ pifivin ])aruc:u?t
Mt seemed to hover ‘around ‘me ; and Whé ’iMed at her par-
Mo Marly, T found that it was my‘ i aroline. ‘She -was so,
téinscendantly beautiful, that at’ idxd not recogmze her—-
liit she soon made me conscious'that it was she. :
“*And then there came to meet ™e another beautiful spmt—-who
Was my sister Maria. She se%med to Cescend from some place
- ¢bove me, which looked ‘as we see the sky—as you usually eall
» ,Mooks to us. - She seemed so happy to see Ime, and told. me-
mat she was in the Third Sphere, o
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" be preparipg your mind to enier the next—and in the same maly-

-ouly when I wished to meditate and pray—for I went to oth@'}
: hgmgswbetaught o e

I occupied some time in gaing from place to place in my sphease, - E
and behold,mg its beanties, and alLthings which pertained to it . 4

I.was then taken by my sisters to a spirit who seemed to have -
the supervision of the Second Sphere—to whom all the- spisits -
seemed to pay respect. I inquired who it was, and was informed .3
that it was one of the angels of Ged, whom he sent to take the ]
charge—that is, to see that every one did his-duty, and was teld- - §
and instructed in all things. He is awery. beausiful spirit—more . 3
beautiful than you could pogsibly imagine. When he welcormod 4
me, he said; ¢ Welconie, my son,; 1o tha. loveliness and glory: o
the Second. Sphere !, While ‘you yemain-ii tlis ‘sphere, you: will’ -

per through all the stages, untd you reach the seventh, and the'
muat beautiful of all.’ There was upon his countenance such 'z
expression of holiness, that I bowed down in awe before him:‘
but he gently mised me up; and- sazd, “Kneel not to me, but' t6*
my Master, who sent me to you, to assist in purifying- you - for
your eternal home.

. After he ceased speaking, there came to mea spmt to conduot
me to my home. It was my wife. She took me to a habita-
tion—not . house—over the entrance to which was written my - §
name, with the time I was to remain in the Second Sphere»——ome L
year and two wonths. .

'The space ipto whmh I waa ns}kared w perfgctly empty, an%
I;;!gﬂ 5 ,u;ﬁ that I,cquld h&ve m x?:xvhati most Jesued T

ied. hoy wp&w;cw@}, that it seemed to be a large gat-g :
clgg:, s&mum Dya.wall of flowers. I forgot to mention, that, .
the size of the, Space: @epepds upon the length of time that the.
person is to stay init.  Mine was not large, as I-did not stay in. iﬁr'

,My teachers were persons who were appointed to teach eaelg‘
spirit ag it enters: _The first ones are called preparatory teachers;e.
Tlgxek nggps aye a;hke, but they are not- brothers. They teach,’
the same things. _First, they endeavor to eradicate all false docer -
trines wh;phhné been inculcated during their. so;uum in - tha
wgld. b !

Yfmg ask;xf _ they tqach all persons, No, only their dxvxsma—@
) | mggamthqﬁt yar;of g.ha Second Sphere which is given: to theis;
care. Their.. d-ms:pn is- called the seventh. 'There are sevejl
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.*mmns to the sphere. Into this one’ persons go who are not to
\gmain long in the Second Sphere.s b
-#'Then another took me to a point’ from whxch I could see all
. #Mie-sphere; and when I had expressed my wonder and delight,
" ;#jey began to turn my attention to the Source whence sprang
#ll this glory—even unto our Heavenly Father. ‘They told me
pf* all. his mercy and goodness; and when they saw that I was
“wery much affected, and was beginning to be conscious of all twy
#bort-comings, . they showed me by what means I could. make
whyrsolf ‘most acceptable in his sight.. 1 cannot tel you of Wl
Mgy said, for it would occupy more time thén could be sparéd
hey.then took me back to my horne; ard ¥eft-me to think ang
:gaay. 'They (I mean, one at a time,) camé to me cach day, (for
“fthen divided my time as T did-on earth,) to teach me. During
.ggir absence, I was told that ¥ might sccupy myself as I wished,
#aly T must not go from my home urith permission was accorded
i ghe from - the commaunder. My wafe*madt aHowed to be with
{fe; nor was any other spirit. - - At lmst; after'; fe weeks, T re-
ed a message to come'to the &ﬁnm&n*ﬂér*ﬁsﬁwh&d?mméﬂxmg
'eomnrunicate to me. *Fhree spirits, “Who weré“iri donstant at-
dance upon him, came to conduct me. They were clothed
white  drapery, edged with blue. T-must mention, that’ ei%ﬁ
schold of the commanders of the different spheres, have
erent dresses, or styles of clothing peculiar to them. - 'The
st-ones (those of the Second Sphere,) are white.and blue; and
. Jhose of the third are white and pink, which is more dehcate and
‘pitre than those of the second ; and I am told, that as the spheres
,-30 do the colors become more pure and dehcate untd’thvy
ch the seventh, where it is all purity.
41 first commenced the study of botany and. geebgy——rrot a‘\‘o-
sther from books, but mostly from nature; bert Wil I studied
them almost as I would have done ‘on” aith | “then studied
“alt the works upon theology, belon’gtﬁg'ﬁ‘)‘i%ry sect, and 1 was
ﬁrmmed to read, and select for mesell fny religion.  After I had
- perused them all, and thought ‘upon them, I came to the conctu-
-glon, that love fo God and’ lovéto man was the foundation of the
‘e religion—and if we endeavored to treat our fellow-beings
" jistly, we should be dealt 'with accordingly.
. ¥ ¥communicated my sentiments to my teachers ; and, after they
iﬁ& beard me through, they said to me, ‘In 8 measure, you are

)




‘deep interest to me—and among. them, was the idea. startedy. .

g A{ﬁqr yowha.ve become familiar with the thmgs in this sphere,
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right, but-yeu must always judge. yourself justly as  well .ag,.
others, ‘You must be always careful not to think that. those;
things which you do yourself, are better than those which your.
neighbors do. Be not self-righteous. By keeping, as far.as yoi, -
ave able, the express commands of our God, you will be sure %
be fitted in a degree for an eternal home of perfect happiness.’ s
. My teachers talked to me a.long time upon many subjects o&.

of whether Christ was the Son of, God, or God himself. Ihad,
always- supposed, when I was upon earth, that Christ and Gode
were one- and the same person;. and, that the Holy Ghost was.&,
pervading Spirit. . They told we that Christ was and is the Son.
of: God—entirely. different and distinct persons. They are oney
inasmuch as they are perfecily good and holy, but neverthelesy,
distinct -and separate. Christ. was born into this world, a maug
but with the Spirit of God—pure, holy, and righteous. - He wasg,
created by his and our Father, to serve as an example to. usy
He suffered and died for us. I will, after my description of the
spheres, enter more fully into this subject, and will answer all,
questions which you may see fit to ask/ When I reached thg ‘
geat uponi whigh sat the commander, he took me by the, hand,« ,
and said to me, ‘I ‘have. been. ipformed at what. gonclysmg YR .
bave arived; net conclysion—but ‘what your, ideas were upory
the subject which. had been “brought. bafore..your mind. QQ
sourse;. Joy SaL, . YO will sonkinue o bave your ideas enlarged.,
- x;ill%aé £0U4RS9; : be Mer ‘able to.appreciate and undepy
stand . the beaytios :9f the, true. faith’ He then told me thatg
might go to aud, feom my home whengver I chose, and that my;
friends might be allowed to, visit me. Two hows a day I must
fet apart for mednatxon—,-the 7est of the time was at my own
digposal. Lt must not be forguten, that all this while I dmd,mis :
mgm into days and hours, as I did when on earth. ..

YGi may.go to. earth. each day, and speud -one hour with thg
fmndsw whom you, are most attached and, with ablessmgq -
}}a Qism;m e, 1 rptumed home, and after 1 had been therg. X
tle. while, I wag. gu.ddenly called by a voice which seemeq, .
wmma “from my home, but I could not see from what paxs,

came. ;: said, | WO you_that are speaklng to me ?’—wan§
the vo;ce, 9@?:%?3?1! <l aman angel ‘vhom you are not permxgteg}: l
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, .m%ut syou  will hear me, speak—for I-am appointed to gnide
‘gillJéad you until you reach my own home, where we will com-
. phetfee our journey upward, hand in hand. Instinctively I bowed
gy head, but I was told not to feel awe, but respect, of course;
the dpirit was -but a spirit ‘who was a little-in" advance of
kbut that every spirit in the seventh division.. of..the Second
re had an attendant spirit, as I had when - on the earth.,
is'guardian angel I was sometimes, by spec;al parmxsswn,,
ved to see. It was no one I had ever before known. -He
#5- especially appointed to attend me, and returned often to at
‘to his own pursuits, as we do from our attendance upon you,
20n the first occasion when [ was allowed to come to earth,
¥isited your family ; and my second visit was to yon: On the
#hird occasion, I went to my father’s house.  When 1 went there,
ffound them all gone from home; except my mother, and she
Whs in the sitting-room, thinking -of me;-and. weepmg ‘bitterly.
Jwried to calm her—and I think F-sucoesded -in. some degree.
¥aoy little things; appertwmmg o these : mm Fconld tell
u, but I will not now:. -{ uame dmy tewtb, Snd alwayg m
ﬁ,some of my nearest friénds. P T Y
Ky studies now began to be more dlfﬁcult and more numqm
at at first; and frequently I was obliged to go to- my teclyem
Teceive mstmetmn, and it took much of my time that I would
gdly have devoted to you. ‘
§[ should now like to tell you about our meetmgs Every week
party of ‘us meet together. It is a party of friends who are
ngenial, and who enjoy themselves as they most desire. These
rties are called ‘Affinity Meetings. The numbers. are gone-
lly from fifty to sixty—many times much less. It any pne
gﬁnks the slightest wrong, he is not permitted. . &de That
gmrs very seldom. We devote our time in’ thess parties to
- ‘husic, and the. friendly discussion - -of, interesting subjects from
. avhich we could be mutnally instructed, and which would give
M for thought. 'We do not ‘meet .for any specific pm‘p()se—--
for our amusement. . . ;
, fYOll ask concerning ‘my - smdxes - They are'to numerous, it
Would be impossible to toll you. T will, however, give you some
Bw of the most prominent. - - :
é History occupies & good part of our study time. , ‘
Y Ggology-Botany——ths1olagy—and other sciences; from many
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books upor each: .one of them, by different authors-—and then we
dxscuss then' respectwe merits and tmths at our soclety meet- 3
mgs

~The books upon Qheae subjects are by authors unknown to us; o
but we are informed that they are transmitted to us, some from

the First Celestial Sphere, and others from the sixth and seventh , B

of our spheres. -

There-are fixed ]aws, requiring us’ to study a portlon of each 3

day—say, six hours—and two hours also each day to teach those
in other divisions. After this, we can _oecupy our time as we
choose, prowded it be not- agamst. the laws.

‘The. penalty for disobedience depends, “of course, upon the «
oﬁ'ence There is a certain amount to be Jearned in each division,
and one is obliged to remain there until he has learned it. If he

freglects hiis studies one day without perrmssmn, he must zemam "

just one day longer than was at first ordained.

- With respect to the division of time, we are more partlculal .

when we first go there, than afterwards ; still, we always divided

our time into days, and what are called semi-days’—that is, g

the time devoted to recreation or rest. Our serm-days are your - 3§

nights , i
Wxth respect to al] our stuches, I cannot namé“th

;f g ﬂ.&ﬂ' spfﬂt b i
- hebitusated to ’smﬂy, that it '=no longer a task, but a pleasu;e“
#nd ‘we are then perrmtted to choose our own’ tlme for study ;
bt we are always required to do somethmg useful. If we neglect
Gﬁmg 50, -we are sent for by the commander, and’reminded of
ﬂf?actt-—-that m, always sufficient "to make ns more faxthful In
e futiel” -

"‘fﬁmsﬁinform you; that as our time in the sphere dxmmlshcs,
80 @oes the. length of zlme written on the entrance to our habi-
tatidh; “’éﬁm ; ‘grg:mtii n is perfectly blank "Then’ we know we
iﬂﬁ*fﬁ‘riﬁe «

W'hen my time .h 'a& come, Twas taken to the commander ‘5?

hlsht’tendant "spitfté ' T'4¥as tshiered into his presence; and Teft
w}one*mm*ﬁd ﬁs’faﬁt’é& with'me long and seriously of my
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éms and weaknesses. After he had ﬁniahed his advice, he- took
ﬁa by the hand, and coneluded his remarks with these words :
e My son, while you have been here, you have dons your duty-
' is the greatest: praise I can bestow upon. ’you.. You will
retum here frequently, to give instruction wmaeb wha are enter-
| ﬁg this division.’ He then laid h1s hands *«on m‘y‘ lwad, and
Hessed me.
:,@ﬂt this moment, all my frlends from the spherea hhon me
‘eame towards us and surrounded the commander, upom whobs
‘B6som 1 was leaning, and with voices—Oh; what would I give,
’ i’ you could hear them !—which poure& fonh their song of Wél'
. »-] was then led by the commander toward a high cu'cular waH.
Xs we approached, the gates were opénea an& ten thonsand llttle

its chanted these wm'ds : :

" “"Then I wab ta’ken miui'e the gaths, ey :

*Surrounded by my friends, T was “condueted’ 'towaﬂf thié oéiitre
#f this garden—to the border of a- fountain, "I ‘was then talfi
By the commander by the hand; and- lifting me gently, g Hie.
iérsed me in the water; and as T came from it, I found that T
»&as ‘white as the purest thmg you can pnssxbly 1mag1ne. Then
e commander taking me in his urms, said:

3 “’You have bathed in the river of everlasting purity. Never
- ftiore will you become impure or defiled, for you have drunk and
‘ithed in the waters of eternal life. DR

" Just at that moment came a burst of music. It'meﬁéﬁ’fmﬁ)bi
é!ately above us, and voices were heard smgu!g~

‘We come for thee. wa cww RO

,&nd then from afar came three spn}ts mpre beautlﬁll than those

n the sphere T had left. They were robed in white garments

_ ‘with pink, with crowns of whlte flowers about their heads.
‘ in Ahieir hands they carried tmmpets. One of them bore a parch-

: mant in hjs hand. As they.eame into this garden—which is
.eal}ed that of. ¢Perfect Purity,'—the other spirits fell back, and

. slipwed them to approach the commander. Then the one who
" ‘'séemed the chief, said to the commander:
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¢ We have-eome for one more of your sons, Is he‘prepax:ed Vi

And he answered : - 4
uI‘hou hast said. : : C

 ~!'The parchment they . gave to me. U’pon it was Wntten thefsx_
WOrds ¢ Thy work has been done well. -COME. TR

' 1 was then clothed in a dress of white, and was taken by ths o

hand by two of the spirits, and, the third went in advanece. -}
was accompanied by my friends: as far. as possnble—and then -
with one “God bléss. you I they left me.~ - - 4

‘Immediately I 'was enva}ape& in darkngss;, and: .seemed to b‘a~

sailing through the air.” ' I was: a.wdkened ffcm thxs trance b}f a"

}omi and‘ prdlonged shout ) e .
‘He 901968' hﬁeon;g&,-—-We come' welwmg" o v

Thxs is the hlstory of my change from the. Second to the .
Third Sphere Sometimes many spmts go together '

The ceremony of introduction to the commander is much the PE.

same as Y have descnbed for the Second Sphere.”

'].‘he reader will bear.in mind, that the mediom through whom

thm -account. was written, was a young lady of sncteen, member; A

of a refined and- highly cultivated: family; - concientions i the
highest degree, and therefore above denepﬂen ' But‘this was imy ]

pasible;: had # been-itended. - The meditm's anh was moved R

enfiioly Mdtpddoht off.if bt wgalustHer will, and made to writh E
bt Hotont Qm«iwwse or hmeg any means of know-

M’ter he had-finished his acccunf we asked him many quma :

_tnbns, whlch he answered in substance, as follows: ;
““Wedo not exactly study music, but we hear it at all timea, :

and are therefore constantly learning it; but we do not speclally’ o

‘ atfend’io 1t and enJoy it fully, until we have finished the taskp‘ i

Ln::.

7 d stay ibr same time;; hut I was’ only allowdf : ',3.'
hour _for mg mx,ts 1t a txme, When I was permxtted ta gg

. Th }% %I; eft, 43 é ;phere to ‘go to. earth I went mm“a:.‘ ‘
diately to ’yqﬁr'}ioix‘sé,‘ a-nd ﬁmq,d that you and ‘the doctor were in .\
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_'w 667 ~"Fhis-was about e}ght wodks-after my desth.. At my
: ‘.imxt there wps. no one ‘at home but Julia and the servants. I
- $i#ie to Fulia; and kissed her, She-was sxﬁhng«m*bhe basement.
"ﬁpake* often to her, and tried to snake her hear me, but she could
488~ T told her to tell' you that T had been theyes to'see you. It
#Ri6d strange that:she could not hear meé or ‘Heetme; * O, how
t‘*wi?ﬁhcfd 1 conld make her conscious that I-wad present! - 1 staid
Wfing the hour allotted me; and sat down in m?“’el&sphew%yﬁke
dow, talking to Julia;“and: *trymg to-imeijgite héw - miscrible
%% “when on eatth’; but T could not—for when “we ‘Tedch our
“home, we always forget how wretched :ws wereron éarth.
"'s I was 1ea.vmg the house, my hour an expxred Mrs. -

oy ‘i‘he next: day, when I was -about startang far -es.x*th Mym

.

to me, and desired to accompany me, ami we iaherefom vmﬁad
together» R v
@1 cannot tell you the many thmgs I &d and smd bnt I dld all
Feould to make you senslble of my presence—but failed to accom-
‘ my purpose. - )
¥v next visit to earth was to my' ﬁa,ther and mother. - ﬂf
arse, all my efforts to make them recogmze my greeﬁng,




ey B, sitting, ong. pFgping, yhen there were presem
oud,y tw:p persong: hesldes om: pmily, o th g;nnjg hemghunns all :
commupigatize, 8. lady, (demsed,m;xg four Jearg,) sister to. % 8
of.Jdiose present, proposed to give | u&agaaceonnt of her entram
inkp the. Savex;th Sphere.. -
- £n. thiv eyening, Mary, seemed in the best pass;ble eondm
for.g.medium; and the spirit-—whom we will call Tempe—-sga ,
so readily throngh her, that she decided ‘that, she would | give §
whale account viva voce, rand nob wntg it, a8, ha,d begn first inte;
ed, At this time but Little had- ‘been spoken through Mary’s voigey
and the:effect surprised us. The followmg is the account wn%
down from, her words as she spoke it. o

“ l D&S‘R&aﬂ Mm o &%‘e M”‘ *
LR R SRR L S ,«s* "wf‘%@f

Agmdes IWMWWM R -
A T'rose, T sasy all ‘axovimd mwe roses and all bﬁant;ful ﬁoweu,,
an&ﬁamis of musie hailed the new spirit’s approach to that sphem
m slowly—I mshed to linger on the way, it was 80 beaufbd
ful? ' My guides ‘wore special messengers, and the lights the:
bﬂp w@wmént from God. On every side of the lamps was whE
“Gadt Glod ‘#iways. sends'a weleome o the entermg spinﬂ,
W gide: thew-on their way., :

; ’@n ﬂ}mﬁamm were angels that smiled in welcome,
onth bory in %Mﬂj goldem harp. Birds and flowers aad oY
bm nde-teste around me, but above me was tight ineffabi:

NM for it seemed to be the gate'ng ‘
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“As T sped onwards, I thought of all my friends on earth, and
how happy they would be if they were with me on my journey,
- and reaching a resting-place. I approached the Seventh Sphere,
and then it seemed that I was about to apen the door and walk
mto eternity.
. I now parted with my mother and James. They could follow
" meno farther; but they will soon rise, and then I shall go to
. welcome them. I promised to come down and see them often, and
¢ ten they returned to their duties. Each of the spheres is bit
oité beautiful step in the ladder that reaches to Heaven—and the
f stventh is the most beautiful of all. When we go thence to that
- glorious realm—which is the Throne of God—*ae shall be happy
L for eternity.
*I had now passed the Sixth Sphere—and the seventh opened
. before me. I reached ome step, and I'was there.. My j Journey
was ended, and I was at rest! ’

- ‘Then thought T, ¢ Oh, that my sisters were with me !—my pre-
X okms Maggy, my darling Sarah, and mwy dear Nancy P—but I was
2 sﬁpremely happy in the thought, that we should soon be re-united.
¢~ I'was there! Ifell on my knees in gratitude to God: The
i light above me grew larger—larger—and more perfect. My heart
was filled with love. T prayed that when my darling sisters came,
tlloy should have just such an entrance as I had.

1 looked around me in wonder and delight on all that met my
eyes. Beautiful spirits were near me; some were playing upon’
harps—some were teaching children to play—and some were wel-
¢eitiing me.

“First came Matty and Margey to welcome me to their perfectly”
f beautiful home ; and with them came all other friends: that T had’
3 mét in the lower spheres; with music—music—the most exquisite
» muwsic! All were dressed in magnificent robes for the occasion,
f. aiid wore wreaths of roses, like crowns, uwpon their heads. Oh,"

© Mérgaretta, my happiness was greater than words could express !
While Matty and Margey showed me their beautiful bowers, many
bikds sang sweetly around me—and two that sang very joyfully,
séemed to know me. One was your beautiful Canary, ‘Dick,
;ﬁ& the other was Margey’s little bird. ,
1 - "WWords cannot tell how happy I was when I arrived. I had
- b&n surrounded by loving and beautiful spirits, all the way, in
countless numbers, and now all seemed to love me. It was like
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the first arrival of & renowned singer to & country—but you sould
not give her so great a welcome as the spirits gave me.

I felt that I had arrived at a place of rest, and I knew that it
was a.place of happiness. All was light, but above me was the
light glorious beyond expression. 1 looked up—the light seemed -
to grow still brighter—and 1 saw what seemed to be the form of

‘God; and around on all sides seemed the bright spirits who are

the messengers of his love. : o

-Many spirits dearly beloved came o greet me. All were hap-
py, and all wished to show me their gardens, - Matty’s was a beau-
tiful spot. . He loved it so, that he visited it every day. Margey
showed me her little garden, and Mary Ann Pollard conducted
me to mine, and said, ‘Dear Tempe, let me call you my sister.

When I looked at my garden, and the beautiful domain that

was to be my future home, T thought I had -never seen anything
go perfectly beautiful in all my life. Oh, the flowers !—oh, the
flowers! The wonderful trees! The canary birds and the hum-
ming birds all singing in my garden! One that you would call
a weeping willow, I called the tree of joy, because it was filled
with joyous and beautiful birds.

~ There was one particular tree, the most beautiful of all. Tt was
called the tree of God. Among its branches are twenty-three.

‘birds. They are called the birds of love. They sing songs of

love expressed in words, and the burden is, that we must love
and serve God. One of these birds is worth all the birds on earth..
Tpe ph)mge,,@s yomwnnj.d qall it, is golden velvet, tinged with
orimson. Hach bhas a halo around it, because it is sent from God;

and on its head is a radiant star. To you it would seem bnghter '
than the sun. That is what is called the bird of love.

. The tree is green with its leaves, and of graceful form. The
eﬂbot of its appearance, filled with these starry birds, chanting
their heavenly songs, is that of a concert-room lighted up, where
bii‘ds are carolling on every side, and a beautiful singer
sipging. . :

Theu my friends took me to the governor of the sphere. As T

reached, he - said to me, ¢ Welcome, my child, to this glormus »
sp ere?  He too': me by *he hand and kissed nte, and said < gain,
“Welopme, sweet Tempe, to the threshold of Heaven? He told

~mey that soon I should - enter into eternity—for the tlme, though:

long, ag years are counted on earth, would seem short to me. He
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toﬁ"ufé that he was J ohn, the disciple that Jesus loved, and that

he leaned his head on Jesus’ breast at the Last Supper.

“His conntenance was 8o lovely, that I fell on- my face before
him. He said, ‘Rise, my darling Tempe; do not kneel to'me—
bWt to' God and our Saviour” Then I took his hand in both of
fine, and kissed it. Oh, his countenance was so bright and so

- lovely, that human language would fail to convey to you & plcture-

of its purity and beauty.
" T returned to my home, and commenced. my dutles Fn‘!t,‘
I put my garden in order, and arranged it _according to my taste.

'The domain in which are my garden and my home, is extensive,

with variety of landscape, with woods and water, and everything

that the heart could 'msh Itis surrounded by an open-wcrk, wall

of roses. ‘ 5
+My bed is of roses—and when I rechne, the birds sing Jcsyi‘ully;

‘around me, and mingle their music with the porﬁlmésof the flowers, -

%0h, it i§ very beanhﬁﬂ{ 1 caxiniot, bonvey: b yori ‘sn. ides of
the glory and lovelinesh of myhome. : ¥maginbthat from: the burn: -
ing.sun and thé oppression.of ‘& thopic noon-day, ydu €ould reqline '

"oni 4 bed of roses beneath a grateful shade, whete the carcl of the -
« bgrds of love and the fragrance of immbrtal flowers lulled the-sonsps -
ip ablissful dream ! All that could delight me, filled my soul,:

wntil is wis mtoxwa.ted thh its. happmesa, and could ask no more .
of Heaven » . ‘

ey 1

Tempe s account bemg ﬁmshed we questmnfed ‘her- concemmg
L things’ appertaining to ‘the Seventh Sphere; and to our
various quebtions she answered in substance as follows ;=" .°

. The homes of the spirits there are arranged in order, m mawia
eptates; along what xmght be called avenues. Thereis an entranee-

3 _ Way to each, and over it is the name of the ceeupant. - The spmt

rptains the same dwelling during its stay in. the: sphere. -

“Bhe said, that the space sllotted to ber: Wai a8 large as the clty
of New-York. Ttis open to the sky; there being no other spheres -
over it, as in the lower ones, . It is in Bwedenborg-Street.—

-She judged the Seventh Sphore 460 bé five thousand miles distant
from the earth, hut eaid she opuld only guess at' the distance. It
reqmred but n irstant to go-there, - She said; she could not rise -
in space above her sphere, more than about a mile.

]

4 e g
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The duty assigned her is to teach children. She teaches Matty,;
(her nephew, eleven years of age,) especially. :
i .She has stated hours to be at her: home, that her friends may
v find her. : :

Bhe has teachers in French, and Italian, 'and music, -whose
nsmes she gave us. She sings, and has learned to play upon the.
harp. :
Over the entrance to her home, is written, T, DUNBAR the .
sirname being that of her natura.] pa.rbner ’

: !

Upon asking her of her more mmedmte movements and ocen- .

pations on her arrival there, she narrated the following:

“¢When I had arranged my home to my taste, and had made"
acquaintance with the birds, the flowers, and the fruits, that so
filled it with, love and beauty, I went again' to the archangel that
presides over the sphere. He now told me what Imustdoto: 3
qualify myself to be useful. As many children come direct frofn ~ §
the earth to that sphere, 1 must understand the languages, that:  §
I might be able to instruct them in their maternal tongue. He
presented to me a beautiful book covered with gold, from which -

I was to learn French and ltalian. On the cover was written,
‘A gift from John.’ He put a ring on my ﬁ‘nger; and blessed me.
Ofi; 1 was so filled. with love for this pure _and ‘beattiful spirit,:
that 1 fell- on'my knees again before him.' He took me up, and" -
sdi, ¢Kneel not to nie, dea.r 'I‘em})e, but to Jesus, who, when he
I b GOl e

"Phen T left him! 18 seek and perform those happy duties which
devolved upon me—dutxes that were never a task but ever LS
laber of love.’ : -

‘ﬂatty and Margey were overjoyed that I was with them at
188+ Matty threw his arms around me, and said, ‘How glacf ”
I ar, dear Aunty Terape, that yon are with us, for now I shall*
ndt’ ‘have to go' to the Sixth' Sphere to see you’ Then I said,

,: : M.‘aﬁy, &eﬁ.r, don’t you wish your mother were here to enjoy-
o this Yheetmg; am}be with us? and he sa'd, ¢Dearest aunty, tell'
! hé"of all this, and shé will be happy. >
%eh 1 r&olvéd that T would tell you, dear Maggy, and the:
Dot “and My ’W‘, %emuml inew youn would be pleased ﬁo
g hear It” (
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- iu¥m.0onnection with the above account, it should be borne in mind,
. ~4hat the medium through whose voice this was spoken, was a
““ohild, -who had.but a few days before passed her ninth birth-
- dmy-—that her education had been almost entirely received from
£ - Mgr mother and elder sister. She had been taught the daetrines
- of-the Bible, and, to our certain knowledge, -she nevér-had read
- or been taught any idea corresponding with ‘the peculiar. reve-
3 Istions of the spirits. She had certainly heard the replies to our
[ emquiries relative to the occupations, habits; and eustoms of -the
-apirits. She knew that they taught us that there were Seven
~@pheres belonging to the earth, and that spirits gradually ascend-
#d from the lower to the higher ; but the description given on that
w¥ening, conveyed the first ideas-any of-us had. ever had of -the
~seremony of passing from the Sixth to.the Seventh Sphere, and
~ vef:the singular appearances there described.

&‘While this whole account was given, the utterance was slow
qmi distinet—without hesitation, - (except-for -the peculiar. spas-
modic mode of umanee,},and oftentimes 5o rapid. a¥ to force the
‘manuensie to ask the spiritite: puusa, taenabh him m«keeppm‘
A iv&h the ageount. i
.~ The countenance of the child was hghted up mth thore: thau
sﬁvgimary intelligence; .her eyes sparkled as if another and a
[ ibrighter spirit were looking from them upon us; and the child’s
«figure became more erect, and seemed full of a lofty dignity.. No
séme beholding the child, and hearing the words which fell from

‘ter lips, could doubt that it was some higher intelligence which
g sagted through her, and gave her the appearance of an inspired

mestess uttering the oracles of Heaven. Comry
,  #When the spirit expressed, with a fervor of enthus‘iasm“ the
:, " wish that her sister could be present and witness t}\mﬂeauty and
_holiness by which she was surrounded, the child-tumed to her
mother, and uttered the words- in a toneof swel sweetness and
‘ectlon as to draw tears from the eyes of alt present. . -

In the account thus given us there may-be fanlts, and, for aught
mknow, inconsistencies—and the . inoredulous may pronounce it
e work of a child’s 1magmanon~—hnt no one, who could have seen
. the -medium on the occasion, would for a moment have doubted that
‘thesaccount was really what it purported tobe. There are besides,
& 48 those who have ever heard the utterance of a spirit through the
« weice of a medium, absolute proof of the supernatural influence.~

e s

}




'
Ry
37
H—-
PR
i’ '
b4
v
i
i
4:

kf
2l
i

38 SPIRITUAL, MANIFESTATIONS

The utterancé is entirely unlike the medium’s own speaking, sud
is accompanied by a convulsion of the diaphragm, which it would
bé ‘difficult if not impossible to imitate. But.-we know well that the-
child could not have thus deceived us, if she had been willing, and
we religiously believe that she would not have done it if she could.
If the child acted out this scene, produced these convulsive and un-
natural movements of her diaphragm and thorax, and was able to
originate so beautifal and unique a description of the advent to the
highest sphere, then the phenomernonis most wonderful.  'We know
of no parallel to it. But we know well that there was no opportus
nity for any preparation by the ehild. Fhere had-been no previous
mention of the description, none of us having had any idea of such -
an account; and her own family are. too. seriously and earnestly -
dusirous to solve this great problem of Spiritual Manifestation, to

be suspected of collusion. Indeed this whole investigation has

been made, from. the first, not for the purpose of publishing the

account to the world, but for our own- satisfaction—and so fully

have we been convinced of the reality of the presence of oux -
friends, that our daily intercourse with them has hecome necessary,
10 our happiness, and their teachings have become the rule of our
Tt will be undérstood, that we do not intend in fhis werk $o give
any:thing but a narrative of the' manifestations as they occurred
witler eur. own. observation, and that of a few of our friends wha

hova. beaniwith us inthe linvestigation.. We shall offer & second |

ek dodlve giiblis.at ¢ titne when we ‘shall have had a larger ex<
pexience ok the yhesomena, and more leisure to narrate and ex«
plain them. . - N ’
. Thus far in this account we have aimed to give things in the
gpder in which they occurred, and as nearly as possible in the e«
mﬁwn’i&——hut for the rest we shall not attempt to preserve s
dhrenological detail. We shall convey the facts to our readers
without suppression or exaggeration, and tell as well those cireums
ednoes which make against them as those. that confirm them. -

+i Fnequonily; when sitting in the circle in conversation with &
apirit, (ad wha. the replies had been all given without hesitation)
on-»sking same aimple question relative to his condition on earthy
thet spirit hos puddenly censed to respond, and we could get no fury
then replics. Asf%:swfwhenaspirit has answered us correctly as o
his age,-#he time since hie decease, and all minor questions, yet o
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askiag-him where he lived on earth, he has refused to reply, ami
wa:eould obtain no further responses dnmng the evening.

¥ as some imagine, these answers are given by some clmrvoy—
. @m$.power, so that the replies were made from the cognizance of
*  fhe fact in the mind of the interrogator, why was it not just as easy
toireply to every question (the answers to all beingin the mind of
the querist) as only part of them?

=Jt. has often occurred, that they have corrected the dates, ami
ths-number of years since they left the earth ; and on one occasion
they have corrected the name of a rela,tive—»snd once or twice they
dupplied the middle mame when it had beem forgotten—but it is
Hkewise true that they have sometimes failed togive us the middle
saine, though they seemed already to have proved their identity,
By the,statement of other facts that we snpposed known only to
the spirit in question.

53t should be observed in this connection, that we have seen many
m;xces of the want of judgment or want:.of veracity of spirits.
Bhey have told us that many persons: (mming tkam) wwldbecome
~mediums after o, certuin number of times sitting in the cirole.——
Phe results often proved otherwise-than had been foretold: - Some'
were made mediums sooner than had been promised—but many
dthers failed to become such long after the time fixed. , But these
< Were evidently errors of Judgment and so also have been many of
 fheir statements concerning natural partners. They have told
sersons who were their true mates, and adhered to the statement
with singular pertinacity for many weeks, and then confessed that
they had made a mistake. A great many tinies they have prom-
faed to do things which they neglected, or failed to be able to do.
Mnd o fow times we have detected what seemed to be o went.of
weracity in the spirit’s statement, though it is possible. that we'
emrselves were in error. CombReg e

-«These observations will be understocd m: mectlon w1th the

: ﬁﬂqmng circumstance, which took place when no one was present

* bat.ourself and the family of the two mediums. A spirit, repre-
sénting himself to be a particular friend, not long deceased, and
who was very often present, was asked where he was born. This
. qnestmn had, on many previous -occasions, been answered by our
~ fsiend correctly, and was now asked as a test of the identity of the
spirit. . The reply was, « In the State of New-York.” We at
once suspected that we were conversing with-a mischievous spirit,
and observed, It is strange you cannot tell us where you were
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born, and therefore I commanil eru,by the power of my will to.do
80 We said this in a stern and. determined tone of voice. The
elder medium, Julia, sat at our side and Mary opposite. No sooner
had we uttered the words than the whole body of Julia becams

" convulsed, the countenance distorted, the right arm drawn up, the

pupil dilated, and the whole éxpression was one of determined defie”
ance. We were all deeply excited—the mother, striving to be
oalm, was too much alarmed to speak, and Mary clasped her hands
and burst into tears; but the medium sat rigid as a stone, and
glaring at me as if personating the spirit himself. .

Deeply moved at this unexpected manifestation, we rose, ssd
laid our hands on her head, and said, “ Julia, are you alarmed 7’
But she was speechless and motionless. There was a painful
gilence for a few moments, while we looked in astonishment and
fear on that figure of defiance.

‘But we soon recovered our self-possession ; we raised our hami
over her head, and obeying an impulse we could notf control, said,
“In the name of God, I bid you to withdraw your influence from’

this child, and depart from this house.” Inan instantevery muge §

cle became relaxed—the countenance assumed its natural expres-"
gion, and Julia, drawing a deep sigh, burst into tears.

On questioning the young. lady as to.her sensations, she sa1d~ E
that when she felt the. inflience at first, it was. entirely new, ag .
that of a stranger. A feeling of eoldness, impossible to describe;
extendad all over the.right side of the body, and the motions made  §
were worg.foveible, . After.the demand was made on the spirit, the |
sensation of esldness &&&m@i to flash at once all over the body, and. ~ }§
she found it impossible  to stir or speak, and a strange feeling of .

. sternness and defiance seemed to possess her mind—but she though&

that God would protect her,and that subsided. s

This remarkable circumstance made a deep impression on the:
mnd.of the mother, who was alarmed at the idea that her dangb—
ter might often be aubJecbed to such influences ; and the sitting
was, a,bout 1o be terminated, when the hand of J uha wrofe out the’
name of one of cur dear. friends, and she immediately exclaimedy
% Oh, mother, how-happy I feel! all those unpleasant feelmgs axe
gone, and I am:a new creature.” g

- The gpirit then'wrote out the reason for this unusual mamfesw\

“He' gave the name of. the spirit that had so strangely acted
on t}m m&um and thw. ex;;lananen it

RN &4
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-+ e said he was a disgraced spirit—one who was not permitted.
: h;have intercourse with the spirits of the Second Sphere-—that he
bad. occasionally attended our circles, and had . become familiar
wl;h the names of those who communicated with us. In character
v faltmxschlef and sport, he assumed to be our friend. Detected at
* the.first question, and roused to anger by our demand upon him,
be.made the manifestation we have described, obtaining complete
umma,nd‘ of the medium hefore either of our spirit friends present
oald -prevent him,
" ggé.fber a long conversation with this friendly spmt he suggested
Ahat we should never form a circle without first repeating the
yhrd’s Prayer, and asking, in God’s name, of any mischievous
Aghrits to retire.
#The term “ mischievous spirits” will be hereinafter explained;
ht it may be proper to say here that certain spirits evince a great
desire to mislead us in all matters, when they are permitted to
sommunicate. They take especial pleasure in imitating our most
“imlimate friends, and in giving such,a&cpunt@ of their previous hfe
il not bear striet examination. ..
. At the earlier period of these mamfestatlong, through the med;
iyns, Julia was one afternoon sitting with a few, friends, and con-
cpersing with the spirit of a dear relative, when her arm was sud-
enly moved in a new and entirely different manner. She said the
J,Mlmg was very singular ; the arm was cold, and her right shoul-
dar and side were pained by a pecuhar sensation of pregsure. The
Mpkew,” too, as we should term it in ‘medical parlance, was awk-
M and irregular, and the responses were made with the elbow
ftead of the hand. The spirit professed to be an acquaintance
“ofthe family many years previous, but would not tell her name gr
.here she lived. Ignorantas we all were of the pature of thxs
»‘mstermus spirit, we were somewhat alarmed, as- the motions of
‘ .the arm were becoming violent, and the medium was suffering con-
giderable pain. She cemplmned that her whole side was cold—
Et;t not with the sensation experienced fmm frosty weather, but as
if all vitality had left it. Alarmed as we all were, we did not
‘shew our concern hefore the medium—though the spirit still agita-
tp:i her arm violently, and insisted by the usual sign on conversing

. with the circle. One of the party, after attempting to obtain the
' game and other particulars without success, and not suspecting
‘that the spirit was attempting to deceive, saxd, “T wish some one
of our friends would tell us who this spirit is.” Upon this, there
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was an immedinte cessation of the\feelings described, and-an influ
ence to which she was accustomed was recognized, though some

coldness still continued in her side. Julia then remarked, “ Somé ‘
other spirit has control of my arm—now may T ask the reason of

the strange feelings I have had 7’ 'l‘he reply was that the sensa--
tion was produced by a mischievous spirit. - A Woman, whom, #§ :
first, our spirit friends supposed to be a friend or acquamtanoa;’
cbtained possession of -the medium ; and when she could not o
would not answer the interrogatories satisfactorily, they undey<
stood her character. - Her peculiar position, as & disgraced spiris, 4
was then discovered from her being darker than the good splrwn.«
She had control of the medium, and as long as no wish was éx<
pressed for her to relinquish possession, they did not interfere. Ag
soon, however, as her influence produced a sort of repulsion in the 3§
mind of the medium, and the circle had become somewhat alarmed 3
she had manifested the darkness of her spirit-nature by the sensas
tion of cold. They asked us if they shonld request her to retivey = §
‘Our reply being in the affirmative, they told us to open the wimé
dow, and then mformed us she had left. But the young ladyy
Julia, felt for a considerable time the effects of her influence. _
Frequently since that time, the circles and individuals have 3
been misled by spirits ‘representing themselves to be certain: celes
brated individuals of other times. Their replies being inaceurates
and the influence unusual, they were generslly detected in a fowt
minotes snd dismissed from the howse. ' Since the very extraops §
dindry "mknifesfaﬁmns of defiance, whicke we have described, wé' g
liavésheen: disposed to comply with the directions given us to repeat . §
the Tord's Prayer, and order all mischievous spirits, in Gods
name, to depart; and in such cases have never been disturbed.—:.
Ner when so disturbed, have we failed at once to dismiss the mmr“f 3
ohlevous spirit.

: ‘Jé'{«

R
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'CHAPTER VI

3 &‘Bﬂs identification of our spmt fnends has been a matter 045
eh. difficulty. For the most part, though they have correctly
Wen us their age, the length of time since their decease, and
answered all our minor questions; and although we had
pretty well satisfied that they were indeed our relatives,
1ere had always been a lingering doubt we could not easily
h, that we might be deceived, It has therefore been one
fothe great objects of our investigation to place beyond quesnon
: ’Memlty of those who were most dear'to us. - . -
% ﬂuny of the spirits, while' they answered wuly the: quasnona
utive to age, -time of death, &e., would also’ refer to cireum-
which we knew no- orfe but them and ourselves ‘coatd
but they would decline answering our questions relative
tters transpiring just before death, and in which they were
‘interested. - Sometimes, when more than ordinarily eoms
cative, they have told us how many brothers. and sisters
fi had in the spirit-world—how many were living here, &c. ;
yon asking them where they lived on carth before death, they
ve suddenly become silent, and have not responded again
; g the sitting. :

M nearest friends, that are often with us, glve usa ¥ sxgm’!
y-which we can recognize them whenever present ; and we have
M, that when there was a large number of spmts present
Ma circle—when the medium would be appawemly engrossed
iy writing out the responses with one hand=-the other would. be
¢ mede to give the sign of some one of' our friends who had just
| ;med
$"'We had often earriestly requested the smrlts to give us more
- patisfactory proof of their identity—and they-promised to do so.
1’06 morning, while Julia and ourself only were present, the
ﬂn& of a brother—m-law, deceased some fifteen years, wrote out
Mi# name. He had visited us but once or twice before, and we

e B A RIS AU 35S o O g AT .
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had had no opportunity to converse with him. We remarked,
#1 am glad to meet you—but, while I am willing to believe your
statements that you are my brother-in-law, I should be glad to
have you prove that fact to my satlsfactlon.” He said he would
do so as fur as was in his power.

The usual primary questions were promptly and correctly
answered. Many years before his death, he was conneoted with
a manufacturing establishment in the northern section of Ver-
mont; and, on his return from a visit there, had called on us,
and been taken sick. This was more. than fifteen years age,
but the facts were still fresh in our mind, and we interrogated
" him respecting the circumstances. We asked him if he recels
lected . his journey in the winter of 1838. He replied, “ Yes.”
“From what town and in what state were you coming, wheu
you called at our house on that occasion ?”—* From the State of
Vermont, and town of Troy » - «In what town and state did

you live when you visited us ?’—“ In Lancaster, N. H” “What

B

iy
¥

3
circumstance of importance happened to you while at our house?

«I was taken sick.” ¢ How long were you sick ?"—¢ Six weekg
before I was able to return home.” We were under the impres.

sion that he had been ill but a month, and said to him, “Havg
you not made a mistake?” His reply was, “No.” - Ox referring

to.our note-book, we found that he was correct'to a day. Ths,

medium knew 'nothing of these particulars—they had occurred
- ahent. the-time she was born, ‘and there never having been any .
‘esmversation-in the family aboyt the matter since she had besg
+ old enough towmprehend anything. : -3
At a subsequent smmg, we were conversing. with the splrit of:

- an intimate friend, who had visited us so often and conversed
“with us s0 much through the mediums, that they readily recog-
~ miged the influence he exerted on them, and who was the lasf
spirit that would. deceive us—when it occurred to us, that we -
would thoroughly test his identity. We therefore said to himy
“Pray tell us. the name of that young lady to whom you wes
attached S0 much while you were here.” N
: 'I‘here had been some opposition on the part of this young
lady’s friends to his attentions to her, and he was extremely sepr
sitive whenever the. subJect was.mentioned He wrote out, “I |
would- tather not talk on this subject.” “ls it possible you havé:
forgotten her name ?%:—% Oh, no—but you know my reasons for,

R
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wishing to be silent” “But the name is all [ want—will you
give ‘me that?” After a lapse of a few minutes, he wrote out
tige first name, and the pencil was thrown down—as if to say,
. “Ewill not gratify you at the expense of my own feelings ;” and
- hewefused to converse any more at that sitting.
‘It is needless to say, that the medium was entirely ignorant
@my circumstances connected with the individuals whose spirits-
. We wished to identify. _
An prosecuting this portion of our investigation, we suggested
tﬂhe spirits to represent them through the mediums, any marked
qhnactensuc by which we could recognize them—-—such as their
wauy prominent habit—or their famlhar position when sit--
; &e. &e.
afln accordance with this request, one evening, when both Julia.
#id Mary were present, their aunt (twenty-four years deceased,):
~didertook to give some special proofs of her ldentxty The sister’
 @Fthe spirit and mother of the mediums was present, and having’
beeh warmly attached'to this spirit when on earth, hiad a very’
x mnct recollection of her and of all her pecuhanues, but:Julia -
A ﬁl*Mary were of course too young to be likely to know any-°
ﬂag of their aunt more than lier name. The spirit sald shei
weuld show us, through Julia, her mode of walking, so that we'
sould recognize her gait. She accordingly took possession of
g:lder medium, and acted through her. She arose from the’
brought her arms close to her side, reduced the height of
fhw'medium to her own by bending her knees, and then walked
swveral times back and forth in the room, swinging her arms in'
aﬂkcuhar manner, and taking very short steps. The imitation'
" wag perfect as life. -Her sister seemed to see her restored i in the
fum. The spirit was asked if she could give us any other proof—
| ‘ahd she consented. 'The arm of the medium Wwas' raised to an
¢ jridex formed of the hand. The lips were parted, and the fore
ﬂ'ﬁger was made to touch one of the front incisor teeth, and was
W there, slightly trembling, a few moments. At first the lady
dnid not understand what the spirit of her sister meant; but she
" wont recalled the circumstance, and the evidence was conclnsxve
e spirit, when on earth, had lost that tooth when young, and
- Méfore it was known to any one out of her family, her father had
uhn her to Boston, where a dentist had supplied the place of it
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so naturally, that no one could d’scover the defect. None but

ber father and mother knew of the loss of the tooth, and the cir. .

cumstance was concealed from her brothers and sisters; but this®

i sister, occupying the same bed with her, discovered that the tooth”

‘ was every night taken out and put in a cup of ‘water. As this:
had been forgotten, the spirit could not have read the circumstance

i in her mind, and it was therefore to our ‘minds the most perfed«-

; proof of the spirit’s identity.

- Another peculiar identification was given us one evening. A |

gentleman was present who wished to prove the ldentlty of o' §
spirit, whom, in his last sickness,”he had shaved a few times;: 3
when it was inconvenient to procure a barber. The spirit took‘ V
possession of the medium, (Julia,) and she folded up a halfsheet
of letter-paper, lengthwise of the sheet. She then tore off a pméo :
as big as her hand from another sheet, and laid it by the side of:
the other. She then took a half-sheet and folded it, and crumpledx
it in the form of a brush, and laid it beside the other pieces of> |
paper. She then took a handkerchief, and spread it under- hef? ,;
chin and over her shoulders. She then took the long strip shi,
had first folded, and strapped it on the table, occasionally examine 1
ing the edge, and then laid it down. She then took the’ cmmplﬁ
piece for a brush, and, leaning back, like one about to be shavedy |
lathered her.face, and then, to the medinm’s great amusemeaf;!
began. to shave her in due form, wiping the razor occas10nall§8
on-the | piece of paper she ‘had laid' ‘before her. She examined; }
With great: care; & particular spot ‘on the face, which the spuib
when on earth was very careful to have perfectly shaved. Whemw:
the medium had gone through with the whole operation of the
barber, she took a pencil, arid wrote out, “Do you recollect thay §

; Doctor?” Nothing could have been more conclusive to the pm’t

tleman than’this exhibition. He saw, and believed. -~ - s’ ":
- ‘'While on this subject, we may as well speak of another identis
fication which was somewhat remarkable. ' .

- A gentleman was conversing with the spirit of his bmthelﬁ

: thmngh a gentleman who was a very good medinm ; and, being)

: a little sceptical he said he should require better adentlﬁcatiom
. hefore he contd fael snre that it was he. 'The medium then threi™
- Bintielf inté an attitude. peculiar to the spirit—then arose asl- j.
f 1 walced mosa the room two or three times, with a peculiar: gah,:
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| aud with his thumbs in the arm-holes of his vest, making use
of & phrase habitual with him before his death, and then sat
dewn, assuming another peculiar position.

sThis was perfect proof of identity. The medium had never-
sgen or heard of the person in question, and he had been in the
¥ spirit-world eleven years, yet the behavior of the medium recalled
hil in perfect representation. = Moreover, the words spoken, had’
f. passed entirely from his recollection, until recalled by the me-.
.djum.  The same identification of this spirit was made on ano-
- ther occasion, and through a different medium. .

-t has often been promised us, that we should see the faces of
.o% spirit-friends, as a still better way of ldﬁntlfymﬂ' them~—but’
t&gy have generally failed to do it.
" ~fn one occasion it was done according to promise, as ‘before
“siated ; but though often promised since, the spirits have gene-
E pally, though not always, failed to accomplish the vision during
i ouf waking hours. ‘ ,
. Once, Mary’s eyes were magnetized for the purpose; but the
mment she began to see the faces of the spirits, she was so
led, that she threw off the magnetism by her excitement.
was tried on another occasion : though less excited, she could
t tell us much—that she saw the shadowy figure of a young
girl hanging round its mother’s neck.
~'One of the gentlemen connected with us in this investigation,
bad been promised further manifestations of the presence of the
spirits; and one night, according to promise, was made to feel
- the tangible embrace of the spirit of his brother. The sensation
was that of a strong man’s clasp round the chest, and it was felt
E for a considerable time after it was withdrawn.
. The same gentleman being promised a further manifestation,
his name was called by the spirit of his brother, one morning
- while he was awake. The voice seemed to be directly behind
: ﬁis head, and it was so natural, that he answered to it without
surprise—but in an instant reflected that the voice must be that
of a spirit, as no other voice could have reached distinctly to
, where he lay.
One evening, (the 18th of Decemhex 1851, ) we desired particu-

i@y to converse with the spirit of an intimate friend, (Mr. E.))
and we asked another spirit—that of a boy, eleven years old—

" to go and ask him to come. We accordingly opened the window.
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and gave egress to the spirit. In a few minutes the medium was:
informed that a spirit was knocking for admission. We opened
the window. - The spirit messenger had returned—and he re~:
ported that Mr. E. would come as soon as he was at leisure. We

asked the spirit what Mr. E.’s occupations were when he. found®
him. He said that he was teaching music to a class of ‘youths: :
They all had harps, and he was singing to them an air, Whmhx
they practiced on the harp as he sang it. !

About twenty minutes after this, Mr. E, arrived, and conﬁrmed 1

what had been said of his occupation. He said, that Matty (ﬁm») 1
spirit that had been sent for him) had written a piece of poetry—

or rather a song—which he had told him would go in the air of ¥
“Ill hang my Harp on a Willow Tree.” At our request, Matty’
consented to speak it out through the voice of Mary. He call. -3
ed it— R

=,

ROSES ON OUR TRACKS.

WE scaree can go far on our track, Sy
Bright flowers around we see; . - -1
And roses scattered all about, ' . W
That make me think of thee. . 8
v - And if these bright, immortal flowers, -
fe © My dear marama could see, . ) g
_Apd walk with me amid their bloom, e
"~ How happy she would be!
7
They are my darling playmates now— g
And ’mid their blossoma aweet, ' L
We sport along our heavenward way, R f‘
And angel-spirits meet. . i
And once I cull’d a pure white rose, .
My dear mamma, for thee, R
. -+ Andlaid it on thy angel brow—

Thine emblem meet to be. . N

- "Phis youthful spirit, on a subsequent occasion, spoke. through!
the voice . of Mary another composition, superior to the a.bove-~
and, considering his years, a very extraordinary one.
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-
. ,Amm;lg‘ the many t‘ungs which we at first regarded as extra-
Ty; was the following :—One of  our. household had gone
the city to select a house for our remdenee. " We asked a
who was often mear us, if we should suceged that day.
‘He'veplied, “No—not the next, pmbably—but would eertainly
Hd-one on the stbsequent day,” which was Sauuday—-—-and 80
: © The Spirit accompanied, him in his wagck, %pd -at
eloek on that day, retiirned, and’ thiy ugim the medinm—
was at the time reclined upon the ‘g 'rea&ingwmﬁ;rgaed
he had Just prﬁcured a house§ a&d o'htamed passessi,on,
e spmt Teft hnn to came and“ i s On the retupn
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(}*HAPTE.R VI

‘,' LY

S;cxm:ss having mterrupted the pmgress of our mvestxgatmngq,; )
we have failed to obtain the full agcounts that had been prommeti n

us of the nature and mode of life of: mlr spirit. friends.

Tt should be observed that it is not- often the, case-that a spm"‘ E
can speak through the most facile medmm, mthout practice.—%,, .

Wtiile two or three of our friends have, by pmctme, been able t@, o
speak ﬂuently through the voice of Mary, others have not yet acy. Y E

quired the skilt to do it without difficulty. One of our spirit friends;

that we have in these pages called ¢ Dora,” spoke with some diffi .

© e

culty the following account on the 31st of March, 1852:

Account given to us through the medmm by Dora, of her ascem? =

to the Spheres.

‘I was in the room with my corpse about half an hour——but in ‘ 3
dreamy state of unconsciousness. Four spirits Were present whom
T did not at first see. They were, my father, my aunt Philenis,’.

1y uncles Sumner and -Lorenzo: ‘While.I was in'the room, and -
soon after I hiad eseaped from the body, my mother closed the doow, >
and vas* slone rwith ua:. She was seme time oequpxed in pmyenr
'She asked for sthngth to bear. her affliotion.

While I was 4n tho.toom, I was not fully conscious that I ha,d 4 - 3

left the body ; and-not till T had been conducted out and found.‘v"

myself ascending, did I realize it.

1 rose s’lowly, and when I had reached the Second Sphere, and 3
was passing on, I heard the joyous shouts of those who saw nie.- 3§
ascending. L did not pause at the Second Sphere, but continued -

to ugcénd ;. and when at the Third Sphere, I was met by a beauti~" §
fal girl, who said she had been my guardian spirit for a long tlmo.l"' 3
If wes Cha.ﬂotha Martm She is nearly of my age. I do not g »

know £ ‘this day how she became acquainted with me, or Was i--

" dnged to'assume the charge of me. I found afterwards that sho be--

longed 1 10 tha Sixth Bphere, and that her enclosure was next to mine, . §

I mtzgued my uscenkgll the time charmed and wondermg At
the. thmgsi W and the music that T heard. At the Fourth .
Bphere 1 mot one of Chatlotte’s friends. It was Gertrude Rich-
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mk, She Jmned our company to the’ ‘Fifth Sphere. Oh, how

"* ' hﬁﬁful it looked to'me! I could not find words to convey you

“smidea of it. I met there coming out of her enclosure, Miss Sarah
Kustm, ‘with whom since I have been well acquainted.

1 continued my journey to the Sixth Sphere, havmg occupled a8

I‘;ndge abont ten minutes in the ascent. Ag soon'ng I reached

.Sixth Sphere, I was conducted to my own home, n,d left alone;

2 b;ds, and as T lay, scarcely yet conscious of my situation, I ¥elt

' l? ‘bed, which was made of roses, and laid myself upon it, and in
#'dreamy state of happiness, fell agleep. ~ -

,.?Iknow not how long I remained there, but I suppose it was ‘but
"few hours. I woke, and dressed myself and arranged my hair ;
"at that moment Charlotte came to see - ‘me and to conduct me

breast, came and sat upon my shoulder, and- mng swéeﬁy all the
ﬁg “Thus I entered the presengoofzhe o1n ez of ny Sphere.
8 o-grand hall or recéption. room; of great extent aid of won-

ﬁm by Charlotte, ‘and he received. me with ineffable aweatneaa
told me that it was strange for one as old as I was to come

I cannot remember—except that I know they were kind, and
they made me very happy. I remember that he said, when
: My goticed the little bird on my shoulder—¢ The presence of that
_me, ‘bird upon your shoulder signifies that you are pure—no bmi
“ Wbld come to one who Was not.”

yf” will endeavor to describe him, but my ;deu at t.be tlme I first
St iim were not yet very clear. He,wua nablé k)okmg and beau-
#fl- He sat upon a. great throne, and wa¥ robed in pure white.
It was a very simple robe, in volummous folds, with fall sleeves
2 ﬁmned at the wrist. A girdle or sash was about his waist, fast-
Gwﬂ in a knot a little upon one side.. Upon his head was a erown
: Mngly magnificent. It was scalloped all around, except on the
¥ b}, where were two arched elevations.  On the points formed
- Bf the ‘scallops were diamonds-—all the gems upon it were dia-
mohds There were several rows of them around it. Ona tablet

} ﬁmnk upon the grass, and listened to the exqmsﬁ:e smgmg of the
;hm:gh I was Jjust born into a most besnutiful ‘world. T went to
o-the commander. As we went, a beautxful blrd, a -robin red-
beauty. For a wonder he was. at leisure. . I was qamtactqd,

kindness. He took me upon his knee and kissed my brmf,‘

®iset to the Sixth Sphere. He said a great many things to me,.

-do'not know the name of the commander of thatgphere—swe

DU S —
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K hcgeus tlg@p ‘ap,ymtbang I hadever tasted, and it gave me g fealing
. ﬁ&% thropgh my. ganieg, I went to the bank of it, and
T

- Wafer,, I seeme& 1o be. $he water . of life. Oh, it was dehcmtmly

. vV

Jpeart full of the happiness I was enjoying, I thouaht of my mother,
w.d mshed she could be with me, to be so happy I then dropped
Mpon. my knees and prayed for her. I prayed to God that my
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elevated over. the front part of it, and beset w1th diamonds, wasin.
seribed in letters of great. brilliancy the word #God.” The boily 3
of the crown. was of light as if solidified. -
His hair hung down upon his shoulders in profuse rmglets o
Hls face was of wonderful brightness and loveliness. A
Upon the back of his right hand was a very large diamond. . ‘1§ -
qovered half his hand, and was ﬂculptured in.the form of a god-like
face. I did not see &ny ring by which the diamond was attachei ‘;
to the hand. - B
- At his foet stood a table, npon whmh, la.ld apen before }nm, waa 4
a greatbook. It was “ The Bible Explained.” He gavemo bmka,
one for drawing, and one to learnFrench, &o. &e. * '
- T judge that I remained there five minutes. I do not know, for
as ‘T sat upon hig knee, after he had done talking, he seemed 5o
ind, and I felt so happy and 8o much at home, that I felt as if §
was upon my mother’s breast—and so I leaned my head upon hig
breast and slept. 1 awoke upon the bed of roses in my own home;
Charlotte was by my side. I dressed myself, and then went inté
my garden. I saw all kinds of tempting fruit hanging upon thg
trees, 1 did not know that I was permitted to gather it—hub. 3
Gharlotte told me to take and eat what I liked. I took some of 4
the fruit and ate it. It was the first timp I had tasged sttug} 4
food. T shall ngver. ferget thg sensatiqn it gave e Tt was moze

sue'h 28 1 neyor kggbgfgxe. [here was & beautifu}

ejonngg ggl@squp inscyibed | with my name. I drank of the

refreshing, Having locked round my garden with Charlotte for &
gonsiderable -time, I returned to my bower ; and then with my

her ;mght not mourn for her loss, but be consoled with the,,
of zpeetmg me again, and be ha.ppy o o3
 Was fen days before 1 returned to earth, I staid oo m&bx B
w&myﬂnp};hex ‘I impressed her with a d.ream, but she had fop-, .
mn when; g]m, awoke. I taok occasion to see all my friénds,
and. ;gh;iues, and’ be;ng satmﬁed that they were well, T returneds
to g;g,;]pm&-wfog I was . ngh contented with earth, after my | beay~
éanqg of, g@ ﬁfg.m the Spheres. s
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. mW’hen I returned, I reclined and slept upon my bed of roses, 1
soon Waked, and rose. I took my little watering-pot and my cup,
. and went into the garden. I saw somé flowers that I thought
2 needed refreshing, and having filled the Wa.tenng pot at the stream,
- 1 sprinkled them—and o8 I did so, their petals opened before me,
‘31id'they seemed to thank me forit, and grew sweeter and' leveher
than ever. T .do not know why, but I felt' sure that the ﬂﬁwers 1
' watered folt grateful for my kindness, and the perfumie which rose
: Eany sense seemed to be the expression of theirlove, - ~ - &
¥'¥he robin, that had perched on my shoulder. when I went before
&e Ma,ater, now came constantly to me; often ahghfiing dipon my
. haad, and singing sweetly to me. There were also many other
. Yehutifal birds that sang around me ; 8o that with the beauty and
' Agume of the flowers and the joyous c&rol of chmg birds, I felt

it was indeed a Paradase

i

~‘§n answer to various queationa, Dora:smd—-s SRR EN '
_ In rising to the Spheres théré are openmgs M@WME we
" Blo. At our first entrane into any of the Spheres wehw;gmdea
fﬁconduct us. - When I rése to the SeventlrBphere I had but'onie
ide, who carried a lamp; many other friends accomp&med e,
. Westly those whose acquaintance I-had first made in the’ Sfxﬁ
S;)hére, though I remained there but one year.

. e do not see so many stars in the heavens while we are in the
‘ 'ﬁMer Spheres as we do in the Seventh. _

"+ We have many parties in the Spheres. At one of them, in the
- '#ixth, there were two or three thousand spirits present. We al-
* #ays dance and always have musio. In our dancing, we glids

fy infinite variety. As, for instance, a- large number ‘of spirits
‘would arrange themsglves upon the floor so as to'spell out the name
of some honored guest, or somte new spifit, or & sentence ; as, for

1o the sound of the musicto a considerablehieight and then descend,
" without order—to form other names or sentences. Sometimes,

“when the number of the party was small, they would spell out a
. %ord in that way, one letter at a time—as G. 0. D. :

“¥We always have a great.deal of the most exquisite music, both
vocal and instrumental. Almost all spirits either sing or play
%pon some instrument. The use of the harp is almost universal.

Weé often attend your parties omearth. Atsuch times we dance

igéneraullyn---thngh we sometimes touch the floor. We form figures

- Mistance, «Jesus Christ, the Redeemér;” snd ‘then all would rise
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to your musie, if we are pleased with it—if not, we dance to our '

- WY

own music. We do not hear earthly sounds when we do not wish ™

to—so that though. the spiritual music were utterly different, it -

would produce no discord with yours..
I have a teacher in French—a teacher in drawing—and teaohers

_in many other things. I haye taken sketches of earthly scenesV'
since I have been here in the Spheres.

When I first left the earth, I did not often return to it. - Evéry -

thing was so new and beautiful to me, that I felt but little desn'e E

to visit the earth. When I came, it was to see my mother and my

near friends and relatives. Now that there are mediums through 5

whom I can converse with my earthly friends, T spend a large pro-.
portmn of my time near the earth. I take much pleasure in watc?t,
ing over Mary, and shall always be her guardian.

" We had been promised by an intelligent spirit some accoant of

 the discovery of this mode of commumcatmg by mediums; Affer

taking about a month to make inquiries, he wrote one evemng, -4

through the hand of Julia, as follows :—

%]

«T promised to give you an account of this matter, and I mll 4

now do it. This mode of communicating with you by raps was mt

discovered by Benj. Franklin, as has been alleged, though it is -
possible that he has interested himself in the matter frorg the ear)y- E

stages of the discovery.. It was dmaovgrgd by a 8pirit who, when . &

he was.qn earth, Was very much jnterested in electricity, magnet- ~§

ism, and thmgs of g kmdréd n&;zure. Hl-s name was James &

M _»".! fala
s hsve hn.d aome ,trouhb m, ﬁndxng it out for you—but I m
awa.re that you were apxious to know, and so have been diligent in

my inquiries. - James G. Schenck was a man of intellect, but not

of renown. He felt very anxious to communicate with his friends,

his _presence felt by them.” . sy

‘ and for a long time was {rying every means in his power to make

Th}s account was broucrht to o premature close by other matters l
of greater interest pressing upon the attention of the circle g = 3
whmh it Was given, and we have never had an opportunity che‘ :

to get.it ﬁmshed. A
‘Wo have often_asked spirits why thls mode of commumcam
WAy Rgt J@own before, and we have been answered in varioas ways,

M g&n&}eﬂy fe. the effect that the world was not ready to cowm<- f,

mnmca;e with apirits befare ; and a very small number of peopls’
are yet ing fit state of mmd to believe, or to profit by the belief.
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CHAPTER VIIL

it

“SuBsEQUENTLY to the events narrated, the elder of the sisters,
i Julia, was attacked with fever, and for two or three-days was dan-
i Berously ill. She recovered, however, in a week, 80 as to leave
E - Ber'bed, and in ‘another week was entirely well. But here a-new
- f?hase of this matter awaited us. She had ceased to be susceptible
ib the influence of the spirits. Before her illness, she had become
. remarkably good medium, but this event had changed her physi-
el system to such a degree, that the magnetism of spirits produced
. -mo visible or sensible effect upon her—and, moreover, they express-
& an opinion that she would never be under their control again.

~'With Mary it was otherwise. - Though occasionally sick, the loss
G her susceptibility was only tempomry Bhe’ continued to grow
Tidre and more factle as'a medium. = F was ub longer neessary to
;'ﬁ)rm a circle. Tt was of no advantage to her. The.episits that
“Were familiar with' her spoke and acted through her freely-at all
-ﬁmes Tt should, however, be observed, that & &pirit unaccustomed
A% the medium could not converse through her, until after consider-
'ibie practice ; and it was a subject of considerable interest to see
, 'fhe difference in the manifestations by the different splrlts
¥ Oné of our spirit friends had asked and obtained permission to
+ wttend upon and watch over the mother of the medium durmg her
Eness, and thus for many months being oonstantly present in the
Tmily circle, he had obtained perfect command over the child;
%nd whatever might be the conversation gomg on; he-would j ‘pm
in it as one of the family, and express his views freely. -Some-
¥ “times this occurred when strangers were present, ‘and they would
b -be not o little surprised to hear little Mary talk with so maaculme
' 'ﬁtone of voice and so authoritative & manmer.
- On one occasion, a whist party was formed, and one of the four

Mng disinclined to play, this spirit volunteered to take the hand.

- Little Mary was therefore seated, and though she could not herself

iﬂay the gameé, it was well played through her hands by the spirit.

~ “H"the course of it he remarked, that he frequently played whist

'ﬁ' the Fifth Sphere. - Littfe Miry, under the continual magnetism

ef her guardian spirits, became at length a,remarkably susceptible
: m%dlum ° - . L

»
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One spirit, whom we will call Dora, having very often manifested ‘
herself to us through her, formed a warm attachment to Mary, and
became her special guardian ; having almost always with her,
gaveral other spirits who were her intimate friends. Dora, with =g
X gome of her associates, watched with Mary every night, and was '

: rarely absent from her during the day, and then it was but to.re-
i turn to the Seventh Sphere for & few minutes. po
f Secarcely a day passed in which ghe did not make some pecuhg‘ T
manifestation through Ma,ry If she were writing, and at a loss; E
she would. prompt her; or, when in-error, correct her. She wag
much attached to her, and seemed willing to obey her in every re- 3§
quest. It was she and her friend Charlotte, that caught up Mary.
when she had fallen almost to the ground, and that so quickly tha$ - .
she was scarcely aware of haviag fallen. :

Dora had often wished to show herself to Mary, but the chrld ‘

} startled so quickly that every effort failed. 4
‘1t will of course be understood by the reader that any suddea‘
i ‘activity of mind, as alarm or startling surprise, will throw off .the
§ magnetism with which the medium is charged. So that whethéy
the eyes have been magnetized to make the person clairvoyant, o
the ears, so as to make him clairaudient, the manifestation of the
spirit is generally so startling to those who are npt accustomed to  §
ity that he will see-or hear bit for aninstant, bﬁmm the exeltement o
will have restorad tho. nofthel condition.: -
On-sne ‘dgcasion, Dora: made- Mary clmraud}ent (by w]nch Iv
MWM hm&mg*ﬂmmwe of a.spirit) and played upon the 3§
harp-toher. -*On'seyerad.ocoasions, she called her name when alomg
Mary described:the- voice whenshe heard the words, “ Mary, deat? -
88 béing peculiarly musical ; as though the words had been the
eenclusion of a very sweet song. - Dora had said before that. thg
spirits of the higher sphere spoke in musical tones. :
-“The family being sick, little Mary was sent to the house of tht’
‘writer of this, where she remained three days. Dors and hgr
fnén;&s.mcumpamed Mary, and remained with her. I
-On the morning after her arrival, she was waked up, and whea R
fully swoke, had & vision of her guardian, Dora. She first saw -~
the letter “D\™ in. characters of light, and then the face of Dora  .J
L 4 ‘waslaid beside her: own. .- She was startled a little, and the face
disappeared.- She had never -seen this spirit when on the earth,( 3
but sh&&mﬁbod her face: with minute acouracy. S 8
@ In the conirse of that day,=s she sat in our parlor alone, she feI;

S ——




SPIRITYAL “MANIFERTATIONS. Y

. wwnshewftérwards described it, o peculiar sensation in the ryes and
. ‘rsc-aBort of prickling—and she knew slic was being magnetized.
* - daa fow moments after she was clairvoyant, all beeame bright be-
' .,mher sand she saw kneeling down before her, with: their hands
" waiher Inp, three spirits, the middle one being Dora. - -She was not
" sartled, but looked calmly at them all. The other ‘two she did
mit know, but deseribed them so that they- wore reovgniséd. - One
“#aéCharlette and the other was her natural pertper. -
indAs tbey became visible to her, Dora took her-hand and hssed'ﬁ}
‘smying, “ Dear Mary,” and looking her in the faoe with a sweet:
' swgde. Mary examined their counterances and dresses minutely,
spddeclared afterwards that they were-as.really add-tangibly pre~
“jut to her as ever any persons were. ~She saw Dore’s lips move
. when she spoke to her, saw and admxmdher hea.ut&ful teeth and
llea.rd her voice.
-..Bhe described Dora’s dress. as of lﬂuerm w:th e whtta msh
nhmt the waist—half sleoves fum wel vekorsiaben sound Her
- fweoat, fastened by acomen. .Her -bair- mmnﬂq each side of
dex face, and fastened inackaot-obinde - v % Wy vl
1ullbe other lady-spirit was-in pink, ber hair hangingin flowing
. fglets on her neck. - The gontleman was of dark: qemploulswf
.~ Pesutiful eyes and features, and curly hair. e
- mablary’s.description of all these spirits was snrpmmgly correet,
though she had never seen them on earth. She told us of many.
things we had forgotten in personal appearance. A
#%his same day we wished to converse with Dora through Mary,
~mkdid sofor a few minutes. But instead of answering usthrongh. -
 Mgry’s voige as usual, she made her. clairaudient and spoke-t0 hery-
‘w450 Mary answered our questions thus : “Dora says” s ezl wos. ]
2 m@he next morning, Sunday, Dora again showed hepeolf.to Mary. .
. wpshe waked. If was the same as before, onlyﬁhmaaa no&the
mon of the letter ¥ D?.to indicate her name, /.~ .
§. On the subsequent Monday: a.ftgmmg,,aa&nry prepared to go
heme, and took out things from the deawer-—~she held in one hand.
. My fur cuffe—when one of thgmd&ppg&red. We searched the
yoom with her, but could not find it.. - Fhen Charlotte informed her.
thas she had carried it off, and ta}d where she would find it. .
- »{dn this occgsion the apirits magpetized her; and showed her % |
- vigions .of her old friends end of beautiful scenery—and having g
" amysed themselves awhile in this way, they began a series of phy--
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bed, and lifted it off, and returned.it to its place. They-thaow

many articles about the room, and finally carried her some ten or
twelve foet distance, and .stood her on a‘trunk. On a previous

oceasion, she had been made to jump across the room, s distames - 4
estimated by those who were present, as three times as far as her .|

own strength would have carried her. S

‘One evening, while the writer of this was at the house of the
me&mm, Mary brought a pack of cards, and asked us to show
her some tricks. We did so. One trick- interested her very mueh,
seeming to her very mysterious, but we refused to tell her-the
secret. She rose and ran out of the room into.the hall, and immte-

diately returnedl. She now took the cards, and did the trick as :-‘
adroitly a8 we had done it. - We questioned her,and she confessed
that she had asked Dora how it was done, and had been mforme& :

by an impression upon her mind.
" On another oceasion, her mother was talking with J uha on some
private matter, and sent Mary to the other endof the room, not

mentally requested a spirit that she knew was present, to listen:to

the conversation, and tell her. When the conversation was ended,
and they had left the room, the spirit told Mary whathad been said, =
On a subsequent occasion, some -spirit magnetized the eyes of 3

-Mary, and-she beheld the aim'it ef her‘ fa?{mtc pt,’a kmg Charles
-spaniel, Jicking her hand.'- e

~We'have hed: seversl- ﬂsits ”ﬁ-og &eedenﬁurg, 28 We fuiiy be*

Towtia.+ Binrwensoms for belief we have stated, but we may add that

w had long #mtieipated his:visits, from hearing our spirit friends,

-who professed to be well -acquainted with him, speak of him. - He

-bad promised to come ; and was, if a child-spirit may be believed, A

~very fond of Mary’s little sister, who had been some four years-in

* $he-Beventh Sphere. Swedenborg, she said, always took her tp |
in Wis arms when he saw her. This child-spirit-had invited Swe- /]
dmhurg o come toher father's house, where her little sister'was 3

" o meditig; and be had promised to do so on & eertain day. g

- @ the ocvasion promised, he cameé with some twenty spirits, sl ]

we‘i} kndwx to-us, and identified beyond a doubt. They ell assured
-us of ‘the fwt, end- voluntarily tock an oath, declaring, “in the
e of Gred, 2 that Emanuel Swedenborg was present. They-des-
cuibedhim afterwards a8 a véry beautiful spirit, with & light abowt

his heady a8 is the case with angels of heaven, or spirits whoee -
probation is the spheresis séarly at an end. But a far better'

- wishing her to hear it. Mary, then, prompted by her curiosity, :

~
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. ddentifieation we found in the matter of his discourse. He set us
¥~ nght on many perplexing questions, and conveyed truths of &
8, .higher character than we had heard from any other spirit. Hia
. -gtetements contradicted some of those we had heard froth the spirits
then present, pmvmg that there was no cclhxswn with them to
iecewe us. .

. After many. times calling, he came (on tha evening of ' the third
at' Feb.) into the room, the doors and windows bemg closed. We
asked another spirit how he had entered, and he said that Sweden-
. .borg had entered through the window and shutters—and that all

" the higher spirits could pass through solid-substances.

4. He greeted kindly and affectionately the mother and the medium,
'ﬂ&ry, and ssid many things to comfort her in her illness, and then
sppointed the succeeding Saturday to preach.a sermon to us.  He
- required that we should have a large Bible present—or one with
b+ large print—and invite as many persons.as the -room would con-
k.- - in, provided that all must be. persoys- whowere. lskely to hsten
mith- a proper feeling to-his disepurse. </ 0 ¥ 5
«::We made the- amagmmman&&ntﬂxkemw siok-
9085 in the family compelied them' te postpone the -méeting: It
. ## sgain fixed upon, but the famalv @eunnamg smh it. nonld‘ wt
.be held as had been desired. :
© 4The medium, Julia, fally recovered her heah:h apparently, but
" ‘mever acquired the susceptibility she had lost. She became again
. .ptioccasional medium—but no dependence. could be placed upon
#ex being such, a8 on many occasions the spirits could produce
. mpon her no influence whatever.. Through the alleged spirit of
» . Pwedenborg, we are informed that when the angels of God convey
- messages to spirits, they do so through a medium, - Spitits that
. have left the Seventh Sphere cease to be visible tor thesethey leave
.ehind—consequently, when they converse with theud 4 must be
jm the seme manner e that by whick: wo By with # epirit.
" .. There are three Celestisl Heavenp, bag concerning their nature

;:othmg ¢an be imparted to 4s. ~Alithat.we are permitted to know
i ig,that a spirit on lea.vmg the Seventh. Sphere goes to the lowest
. afthe three, and remains there-a long period; and then rises to the
" next, and there remains a great length of time ; and finally, in the

. #eurse of eternity, goes to the highest of the Celesual Spheres,
’ .M is.the m:medmte homaof GOKL

M‘ F
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" Tag intérest we feel in this subjeet, will be mianifest from'the .

fact, that” we have taken the troubte to write-down what #e- - 3
have seen ; and we do not apologize for givirig-to the world thé -
resuft of our investigations, since all who-are believers will sed -

nieiw and beautifal proofs, and sceptics have an opportunity; #:

they will avail themselves of it, to see the grounds upon-whisl'

we build our faith. ' A :
“In common with many, whom their edtication has made ulre
conservatives, we heard, with a disposition to ridicule or despis&
the teports from Rochester of the “ Mysterious Rappings;” bt
we read aftentively whatever accounts were published, in the

same spirit that we would have read the doctrines of Mormens' .-

jsmi—fhat ‘we should not condemn anything untit wéhad learned

something of it. We availed ourselves of alt régsonable oppor .}

tinities to witness'the nijsteries, ‘it coud~formr 1io~apinion of -
fhietn; o #coutit of the grent discrepidicies.~ We saw nothing”
of faggleriPo

Tagglei P godhie s butiis mediumy multiplied, it beganto
‘be difficult to'd8sttirs ¥hat #ft ‘of ‘thetr were impostors. Besides;
like the Salem Witcheraft, (that while it was among Jumble R

‘ﬁﬁguags,i"w%s:faithﬁmy ‘betieved to be the work of the devil
Thit “ceased to be persecuted when the families of the wealthy

‘?ﬁeré‘hum"béred'among the bewitched,) the infection spread among
the highiér classes of the community ; and the liberally educated
be bati {6 deemt the subject worthy of notice. ~ “ .
“Whten'we ferceived that, like Mohammedanism or Mormoniset,
‘the'hetesy “was spreading, we - determined to understand what

et

i3

o g,
ﬁ,«%ﬁ? £ Tl

wtion' Of “raps” bt 'whit stemed within the powet -

W8 urstidd "ot researches under many disadvantages, a8
with but Little at first to enchurage us 10 a belief in the impert- %
ance of the tiatter, until several of our decoased relatives denti

B ¢

it Was, “and’ Forthwith’ joined one of the many circles got up:fr 3
) - - Bt Y




find themeelves to us, by answering correetly -numerous intricate
* " questions which could not have been answered by any stranger
: 'V'f"dnnt 'We wers more strongly confirmed by-a peculiar circum-
- gmnce. It was this. We had held a conversation .with a cele-
‘Weated literary character, a short time before-her death, and had
--fhade a bargain with her—and we solemnly promised, that whnch*
- ewer of us died first, would, if the thing. ;wera possxble, tell ﬁhe
- :otlier certain things then talked of. ~

¥4 had an affirmative response, We. then topk outa list of
iliagiwes - (initials oniy,) of some of aur; fnendf& - We did not let

« We now proceeded to try.the test agreed upon,, I, nslgédher

- meseries of questions; ;the BRAWers.4Q. vchwhgogld,npi have been
-giessed,and: we obtained correct, replics;-and sk

“#pirit with whom, .when on earth, we had made that compaat;
4 lse it must be that there was a clairvoyant present, wha ,;;gx‘ld
" yead’ our mind perfectly, and draw .from it many thmgs whtch
“sjept ‘then unremembered. We knew the parties present, zmd
“%new there was no clairvoyant among them; and we were in-
wlined to believe that the manifestations were actually made by
] *imnts and were not, as many supposed, a cleverly conmved
- “ahnpesture ,
f©  -~We then undertook to get up a prlvate club fg( tlm pu
. imvestigating the subject; but, though we fqund a Mnmber
of persons who felt an interest in the mattgrygﬁgg@y faith did
Aot seem to hezipe enough o mducq,thegqeg) make any spemal
< emertions or take any.trouble. . Tba teifling, expense that would
e:incurred for room-hire and stayjenery, was an obstacle, The

_ {mchasubject _— ey,

- /The majority; however, would ,:alae up their. objectmns by say«
* “fmg; in substance, that as soon as we had investigated the matter,
“.and found there was something in it, and had got spme good

- mediums, then, if we would let them know, they should be g}gd

SPIRITUAL MANITESTATIONS. 61

< widn-one of the oecasions when we first ha.d an oppormmmg;q;
Wverse with spirits, we asked if any of our friends were present,

“§py-person see the writing, but, ppml;xqg w;th the finger at the
“jitials in succession, we asked, “Is it this one ¥'—1Is it this?*
“ When we reached the initials of the literary.lady in question,
{then about a year deceased,) there.was, an a.glinnatwe answer,

“tell us enough to produce absolute conviction,- that thm;w,@s jha,

“greater number thought that mopey:would be thrown away on

=
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to come‘and see. * Thus fell through the first scheme formed for: '

the investigation.
At length, when the child, Mary, had become a medmm, and,

as'T believe, one of the best, if not the very best medium known; - ..

we saw that there was an opportumty to make the desired inves+
tigation. - e

- There was an eminent physician with- whom 1 had had many
argumerits on the subject, after T had had proofs enough to cons
vince miie that it was important at least;and he had been scepti-
cal i ‘the highest degree. He was, howevyer; present when little: -
Mary was ‘made a medium—and the- thing ‘was so wonderfuly

that he resolved he would join in an-investigation; -and accords - - 3

ingly, the matter wag pursued: for some months with persevering®
assxdmt’y—and a-faint outline of the result is given in the narra<
tive: which he has written at the cbmmencement of this work—
the general remarks following devolving upon us. .
In executing the task assigned us, we have done it by degrees,

as the manifestations proceeded ; and what is written, is there~ L

fore only minutes from which a connected account mﬂght be
written." i

But,” we have thought best to publish the minutes, “imperfect o

as they are, and reserve to a future time the publication of a.
niore extended - wotk—and’ whien, too; we' shall-Have pushed omr |}
m;iuﬂgaﬁﬁns futthor, and amved' at results on’Which we may Ly
al g 4

%ﬁf g w‘y ﬁe‘dﬁdetﬁtoad tﬁat we: have had the opportumty 4
to leatn the things *herein stited, we will say, that we have sat
in circles for spiritual comimunications on more than a hundred
and fifty different occasions; and have always, when it was prac-
ticable; endeavored to elicit sore new truth, or confirm t.he pre—
ﬁﬁ\m statements of spirits.

ifwbh tHe' sarie in the spheres as ‘upon earth, and that inferiar:
in"telﬁgedoeﬁmre not to be depended on for truth, whether they
be it the material wor]d or the region of spirits. ¢

’l'ﬁé inions expressed are not originally our osvn. .
W% pu  Thefs doﬁyh 24 the' statements in brief of many different

p-

lated to ns, ‘b.kd of lonig residende in the higher spheres. -

¥ a'have not assumed, that because a spirit has told us a fact,'-:
1] lhéréfore it was true—havmg early learned that men are =

Cﬂ’l igientlﬁed to 08 by a thousand proofs,)- known ot re '



The arthodoxy of our falth had long been shaken, and latterly
. we:have suffered it to hang loosely upon us, ready to drop off
. and give place to any purer truth that might present itself.. We
b have had no strong bias in any direction. We have sought the
E ¢rwth, uncaring what it might be, but knowing that. i must be
. beantiful, because it would be from God.

£ _Wo do not suppose that we have arrived at perfectly correct
1 Aretult.s and doubt not. the theories herein set forth will -have to
be modified in many 1mporta.nt partlculars, as our mvestlgatlons
. Proceed. '

- tWe now proceed to the remarks wh;lch o2 t1 t;he result of the
‘mapifold questions asked of many spn'lts, und qf,uur observanons
bpan the phenomena.

Cy N
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oF 'rrm pcwg’x oF s‘mm'rs
P o BT I : - L
3Pmn-s see thhout the hght of the sun,. and scamely recogq
fize the difference between hight: wnd day, s to their powersf '3
vision.” They cannot well ses through opague bodies—as walls! 4
of ‘houses—but have a perception of what is going on -withigi!
They cannot see beneath the surface of the earth, to discover
mines or hidden treasure, but they can perceive the presence of
any person, however concealed. The immortal spirit of man,
is a light that cannot be hid. Tt is, as it were, luminous, and is
alwgys visible to the perceptions of superior beings. .
- Spirits cannot easily pass through a solid substance ora v‘bry
~small space. 'They require doors or windows to be opened, be-- 3
fore they will enter a house; and they will not, exceptin rave
instances, deign to enter by the chimney. ‘Thers is an exception
. im.case of the superior. spirits of the. Seventh Sphese, who cm
. nome in' th.v:ough the closed wipdows angd shutters. .
- - WHen, spirits are communicating with people by means of mwe:
ME ‘thary 18¢ogaizd ‘the presence. of- other. spirits outside, and -
‘rediiest tiad the door ‘arswingow be opened—generally the formet,
They hear therap of the spirit, or pe ceive his presence. They.
sometimes impel the. medium to raise the window or open the
" door—or they make signs through the action of the med:um-—gx
. thgvy write or speak their request. .
" Spirits.open and shut doors for the’ purpose of entering a poom
or, olosing it .and there are localities where this can be’dope-
-withont the presence of a medium. 'This accounts for mapy"
phepomena jn. Ppeumatology.  Spirits recently deceased, can - §
mofo-easilty pioduce physical manifestations, than others. Fora
- bijef peglod after death, spirits are feeble, and unable to manifes:
&Mﬂ; W«spmts aid and teach them.. o
‘They seq ns'as if. transparent, recognizing both our matuial '
anﬁ' oun. w bodies—and seeing whatever disease may- be ih
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E ., oursystem. If a person were without arms or legs, a spmt would
& . ses him in his spiritual body -entire.
¢ . If, in the company of spirits, any one Lave a head-ache, or
i | netvons feeling, or any ailment, some spirit will at once, if request-
E. - ed, and often of his own accord, attempt a cure by magnetizing.
. They always succeed in some degres, if not perfectly.
£, They seem generally to know when we are ill—or fatigned—
/' or unbappy; and they use their magnetic power to calm and
soothe both our mental and bodily ailiments. :

A8 yet we know but little of the powers exerted by spmts——-

but-every day unfolds some new phenomenon illustrative of their

dapabilities and their benevolence; for generally what they do
. for us is a labor of love, though it may be done in the fulfilment
L of their prescribed duties.
¢ +:Of their power to make themselves tanglbly felt, there are
.. mumberless proofs. The writer of this has often- feit a hand laid
‘mpon his head by some invisible power.” + . .
=To produce any physical mamfestanms, -gpirits gmemlly Te-
quire that the room be dark.. To.onr repeated guestions, why
darkness is requisite, they tell us, that we cannot yet bear the
sight of a spirit, and they would have to assume a form that
“wpuld be visible to our bodily eyes, in order to exert much power
(m: material substances. Hence, when we have felt our heads
‘tmched, it has generally been in the dark—alone in the room,
st locked in.

The writer of this, by request of the spirits, always leaves a
ﬁindow of his bed-room a few inches open, to admit of the ingress
and egress of a spirit to make the manifestations which-had beets
L tequested. 'Those spirits have, according to promise, manifested
b their presence in various ways. Once, the spirit of a near relative
showed her face—and then, before the writer of thisspoke of it,
went and told others what she had done—thus proving that it
was no illusion. * On another occasion, a brother-came and clasp-
he writer round the waist so strongly as to make the embrace
painfully felt. On another occasion, a hand was laid on his
¢ heatt and face several times; and once, the writer's name was
kyaldled loudly by some voice close by his head.

~/These things have occurred where there was no medium, and
comld be done by some spirits, probably, in any. case.

«"'Phe child medium of whom we have spoken, has been thrown
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several times repeatedly upon a bed—and the spirit said, that if it
were dark, he could lift her up, and retain her suspended in the air.
- In answer to the question, how he could make his form more
solid, so that he could exert greater strength or be visible, he said,

that he could not well ‘explain it—it was a result of his will—it was f

done, in some degree, by assuming a more condensed magnetism.
- No spirit has been able to explain to cur comprehension the
philosophy of these things.  Even the means by which they act
upon the medinm has not been fully made clear. Al we know

is, that they surcharge the person with magnetism-—or simply the
arm—and then they can act as though they inhabited the body. -*  §
- To enable the medium to write, they magnetize the hand and - §
arm—to enable him to speak, they magnetize the vocal organs:» |
and to epable him to see a spirit, they magnetize his eyes. To  §
enable us to hear'their spirit-voices, they magnetize our ears—and

this can most easily be done when we are half asleep, or wheng

we are in a strongly magnetic circle. o
. Spirits are confined to their proper Spheres and the Spberes
beneath them. As, for instance, a spirit of the Second Sphere
could not, without permission, rise into the Third or any highey
Sphere—but all of the higher Spheres can descend to the lower. * "]
Spirits of the Second and Third Spheres do not move as 4
rapidly as higher spirits. ‘Severalthat were sent on distant errands;
stated, that it required three minutes to go to Chagres, and about
five to go to California. The hlgher}he grade of the spirit, the: -
mare flect arerits movements.. . . '
- Spirits ¢annot leave this sarth, ‘and the spheres belonging toit
1o visit the plamets, without speciat permission, and this is seldom® 3
asked or granted. 'We have found no spirit that had gons 0 any’ r 3
ather planet. 4
. Many spixits, long deceased, had not yet visited Eurepe, thoag&

when on earth they had ardently desired to see it.” This they: -
explain-in varions ways. Some could not leave their duties—

- some had no desire to go—-and others could not afford the ﬁmm E
that it would take. : :
. When gpirits are sent to find any partxcuiar spirit whom they

do not know, they.go to the direction where they are informed
he is most likely to be found ; and they inquire of other spirits-
that'they find there, and, faﬂmg to find him near the earth, they:
gofto&m«apbm. " They:always. ﬁnd the spirit sought for, unless
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v ge'be, absent on a mission. A few minutes only are Tequisite to
iake the search, ‘ o
¥ . “ Many spirits were asked this question :—* Suppose you were
i placed in a strong and massive iron box, and a perfectly fitting ,
f dbver putin, (asa follower,) and thrust down upon you, how
would you escape?” At first they did not know how to ariswer
the question. Some said, they would prevent the caver crushing
- fhem to the bottom—others said, they wonld pray to God for
~ Kelp—but the majority explained, that they would resolve them-
‘slves into minute atoms, and escape through' the pores of the
L #etal.  All agreed that they could not be injured. -
. +;Bpirits have great magnetic 'power, which ‘they often use for
| oir benefit. Whenever they find those who are under their
¢herge, or whom they love, afflicted by sickness, they use what
powers they possess to cure them—magnetizing or demagnetizing
them for that purpose. In this way, our girardian angets relieve

w¥ from many slight ailments.. , -~ ST
j - »'They have the powe of creating. whatevér they désire. ™ What-
. “dver robes they desire to wear, they possess With the wish. “They
. paint, seulpt, write or compose music—and their pmdtgctiogs~ are’

£ astangible to them, as ours are to us.  The artist, by means'

. of his will, paints a picture, and shows it to his friends, as really
f ®it on earth; and the poet writes, and finds admirers of his

F eries, as he would here, - \ :
¥ They enjoy whatever they desire—and this is one of the sources

of: their happiness. They eat fruit, or whatever they incline to,
E snd indulige their appetites-—not, however, from necessity. . They'
l  nqver feel hunger or thirst, or cold or heat. S M -

- A child-spirit had written verses to an air, and we wete Wiiting
{toff as he spoke it out through the voice of the mediin.  As he
E. paused, and we toid him to proceed, he said, he'was looking at ,
" héscopy of the verses. On another ociéas’}‘o{i, Wwhen the writer of !
i this had addressed some verses to a spirit, she said, after reading ’
¢ them, that she should take a copy ‘of them: . '

¥ . With regard to their writing through the hands of the mediums,

(- spirits have said, that they find gréat differences in them. They

. cmmpot write well, through infant children, without difficulty—

| bedaiise words have not been formed in their minds. Throngh

. alder ‘persons, who have full language, they write more freely,
¢ and’ express themselves better, because they find words ready-
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made i the wind. Thus, when an Ktalian was speaking through
a medinm who did not understand the language, he desisted
after a few lines, alleging, that the vocal organs of the child had
not been accustomed to the sounds he wished to produce. Yet,
it is certain, that the medium’s mind is not cognizant of the idea.

* which the spirit is conveying, and often fmds it impossible to de-

cipher what has been written.

This may perhaps be explained from the fact, that the musclegg
readily act as they have been accustomed to act, and that it ig - |
difficult to teach them new movements. A spirit would probably;

find it more difficult to canse the medium’s muscles to act mg 3

Bew. manper than the individual himself. If a person be a pian-
ist, and exceedingly susceptible as-a medium, the spirit of a mu-.

sician could, after a reasonable time, so control the hand of the,

medium, asto play a piece of music on the piano-forte, or any
other instrument.understood by the medium. -
A spirit can take entire and perfect control of a susceptible and, .

well-developed medinm. For instance, the spirit can cause him - 3

10 open, and shut doors or windows—to go out of the room and,
bring iz articles—and do .anything desirable. One morning, &
1ady found it difficult to make her daughter, who was a mediumy
rise from the bed—she bei g vary sleepy. She asked the spirits §
who Were present to compel e <hild-—and thereupon she wag
made to get up, and leave the mstamiy, and entirely agamst' B
m”‘u"u'! Yy st Nk
Onee,at «a;auole* &@wtﬁm was skaé while the medmm win
in anpther : room~—and she was made\o run to the table, takea:
pencil, and write out a sentence in answer to the question. i
. T'hat spirits obtain all their desxres, Whll‘sqn their sphere, seems
Q b asserted by all of them. = Of the qualiy or conslstency of:
tbe angs they obtain by their wmh we have asked many quesy
tigng, - They. assert, that if they wish, for instanee, a harp, theph
at.onge possess it, and it is a reality—a tangible thing—and, #0; -
their perception, as much a material substance as the<things wét
ha;ldh here,: When they no longer desire the object, itis a non-
em They do not lay it by, to take it up agam—but the ideqs
Jand:, they ean recall the thing, as it were, in its pe:fect
.@exm&yw Everyshing. they possess is perfect, if they wish it sg.'
If it were'a harp, it would, be complete, and in tune, and ﬂw
music. theymuld make on it must be harmonious—at least, they:
seem to know nothing of any discords in their music.
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¢ 1 THEOLOGY OF THE'S?IR 'r:s" S ‘
o .i':x«ALL havea remembranee of an anterior state ¢ existence before ¢
ﬁeu' life on earth-—but it is vague and undefined. This has been
-gxplained to be that consciousness which a]l feel of & longer exist-

, guce-than their term of life—but which is only imaginary—or but
stheinternal reflection of the Spirit of God, we being created by him ¢
.3t of his own essence, and that essence having had an existence,

f . %.This consciousness, which almost or quite all spirits possess, of
¥ the anterior life, is often felt by mortals AIL wﬂl feel the pegne

: ?gnth of these lines :

“ Our Tife is but 8 sleepmg md forgetting»—- .
" Our spirits’ star R
Hath had elsewhere its setting, °

And cometh from afar’? -
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-'All the angels of God are created in his i image ; and the thmk ‘
ipg beings of all the mhablted worlds are of the human form. :
_ Every sentient being was intended to be happy (except for a .
portion of the earthly life) throughout eternity, and it is only when :
.‘51 the First Sphere (that is, on the earth) that man can feel bodily

- pain. Man is now on‘the earth in the same condition. ag when

. - first created—except for hereditary disease—and is not depmwd

‘ \0: fullen from any higher state of moral being, .

7 /' ;;There are special providences—but, generslly the mll of man

E snd the operation of natural causes, govern the phenomena of the
ghyslcal and moral world. There is a natyral limit to each life,
accidents exceptéd. One could not live beyond the time, but might
%dxe sooner. The different ages, of individuals are ordained, end
many are intended to. leaye, the earth in infancy—and have their
new experience of life elueﬂy in the spiritual spheres. All spirits g
. feel that they are children of God and love him, from their innate
qd, patural affection.

God’ Jove for his children is ever present, and folt by all. It
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wills the happiness of all, and the misery of none. Yet .t mukt
not be inferred that there is no distinction made between tne good
s and the bad. There certainly is such a distinction—but the lines
are not always drawn as religionists would draw them,
Tt seems that there is no merit whatever in belief. All are in
. error, and it is one of the natural conditions of our life on earth,
' Moreover, the Second and Third Spheres are also full of errors;

@ and so through all the spheres. The spirits progress in love and
wisdom, and by slow degrees unlearn what they have wrongly
learned here. Their errors are not imputed to them as sins, and -
it is of no importance whatever in the great concerns of eternity;
which of the many faiths a man believes, so long as his heart ia  §
right. He may not be baptized—he may not join a church—he
may not believe in the Trinity—he may not believe that every:
word of the Old and New Testaments was written by the finger of
God—he may not believe that Christ was identical with God—he™
may have doubts even of a future state of existence, and never in . §
his life have uttered a prayer ; and yet if his heart is overflowing
with love for his fellow beings, and if he does sll he can to melio-
rate their moral and physical condition, he has fulfilled the greatest

~ and most important of the duties assigned him-—hig errors of be-
lief will be easily dissipated by the teaching of angels; and his -
chance for an early admission to the higher spheres will be far™
¥ better than the chance of the cold and uncharitadle bigol—how-
f over true may be the doctrine e believes. A correct belief is of .
no sl en& no.merit is attached to it: One cannot help believ-
mg or ‘mabelieving. If Christ’s sermon on the Mount could be' - .3
! minde the foundation of all religion—and if those who professed- -
religion would manifest their faith to the world by their acts OE 1
kindness and charity, there would be no more dissension. Y
The theology of the spirits varies, of course, in minute partien-""
lavs—dut on the points ahove-named I have heard no dissent. AIl - §
&onhre that love to one another is the first requisite in the fulfil]-":
meat of our earthly duties. Those who love their fellow being#
Wﬂll’ow God. - None can love God who are unkind a,nd unchamtf
abh Ve those they see around them. L
: Sylrits say o us, < we love every body”— we do not hate anyf
b@&g@s_ﬁwe have brought all our loves with us, and we have fe& :
all<ou# hates behind-us. ' - .
; Of the chang&whlch death producea in the spmts of men, muﬂi‘a 4
has been,ﬂolﬁ B8, . - Ageording to the informauon given us by many |
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-different spirits from all the spheres, we learn that all are happy,
though in different degrees. Very bad men.on arriving in the
.~ Becond Sphere, if unrepentant and still disposed to be mischievous,
f: . are disgraced, and they are shat out from the companionship of
. other spmts, until their feelings are changed. - Yet in every case
* the spirit is better than the man was on earth. He léaves behind
. bim his vices and his crimes. He has no longer the will or the
j. power to commit murder or robbery—nor can he be gmlty of tho
f. thousand nameless vices and wrongs which made up his life on:
.. ogrth. - He has therefore, at death, made a great advanee towards
. geodness.

f.  130n his arrival in the Second Sphere, he is 1nstructed a,nd per-
f. maded, and gradually led upwards to purity and holiness. Yet of
L mssxty the bad man is far beneath the good man in position and
inhappiness, for the happiness of every mdmdua.l increases accord-
ing to his love and purity. : A
- ~Degradation is the punishment for sin. - A very sinful spirit is
. ‘omt into outer darkness—that is, he is shut out from the eompan-
‘famship of the spirits of his Sphere, and this is great punishment.

Disgraced spirits remain in this condition in the Second Sphere,
“ar below it, for an indefinite period of time, and until their hearts
. ate softencd, and they have repented of their sins—when they rise
- Yo the Third Sphere, and undergo a long probation there, and are
£ rid of many of their errors.

" . "There are no bad spirits—that is, no devils or demons. Those

: They say emphatically, « there are no bad spirits.” Mischievous
spirits there are, and those that are disgraced ; but God made no
F bdd ones. Sins are looked upon with pity—not with anger—and
- all the sinning and erring are instructed and persuaded until they
. reform. It is not the cultivation of the intellect that qualifies &
- gpirit to rise. The heart must be pure. One of our friends told
wi that she went directly to the Third Sphere, “because,” said she,
" they said I had a pure heart.”

k. The cultivation of the affections is, it seems, the first requisite.
j. If the heart is filled with love and kindness, and void of offence—
- the advent of that spirit will be hailed with joy by all good angels.

= But envy, hatred, malice, and msmcenty, will be found like heavy
. ﬁelghts to keep the spirit down and in darkness.

AThe bigotry of sectarians is one of the heaviest weights wpon

- - the spirit, and those who have put their trust in the dogmas of

*

.. apirits we have conversed with, will not suffer us to use the term.
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thejr faith, and in the observance of rites and outside duties, are
slow fo rise from the lower sphere. In the same category are
those ultra pious people who feel themselves to be too good to hold
eommunion with those of another faith—and those who glory in
the prospect. that those whom they dislike will be sent to hell— -
and those who, revelling in the overflowing bounties of Providence,’
spurn the beggar from their doors—and those cold-hearted and .
rigidly plous persons who, themselves never tempted by want or.

by passion, loock down with bitter hate and scorn on those whe .- '~

have sinned and fallen—all these will see the objects of their
hatred and their contempt placed far above them. Indeed there:
is po crime in the long catalogue of human wickedness, so sinful |
and so certain to be punished, as the want of love and kindneds’
towards our fellow beings. ¢ Chatity covers s multitude of sing"

There is only one way to show our love for God, and that is to bo'

kind to his children.
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CHAPTER XIL

—

THE SPHERES.

TnE Beven Spheres in which man passes his preparatory exist-
‘gnce, are the earth and the regions surrounding it. The earth is
q:a first of the seven. Durmg the spmt’s so_]onrn upon thm, there

spiproprmte for the spiritual spheres o

g At death; which renders the body unfit for the’ habltatmn ‘of the
gpint, the form is left on the earth from which it sprang, to furnish

gptorial for other existences, and ‘the epirit goes forth into its new
“¥ome, wearing for the first nme, nneucumbered, its: more perfect
‘ ly. Leaving behind it, its pa,ms, its sicknesses, its deformities,

#od its ngliness, it is born again into life eternal; and it clothes
it!elf with the perfection of form which was its nghtful inheritance

with the softened and purified beauty of countenance belonging
angels, and begins with joy its new and glorious career.

. The different spheres through which we are to pass, serve dif-
‘forent purposes. They are the gradations of progress in the ad-
‘vance to purity. As the love and purity of our hearts increase,
‘we rise in the spheres, until we have reached the seventh, where
"we remain until our probation is complete, when we rise to heaven.

None are lost, but all are raised at the last day. ;

The explanations promised us of the special chamcters and uses

“of the different spheres, are as yet but 1mperfeetly given, owing to
_ the slow modes of expression. Through the mediums selected for
- these communications, the spirits write ﬁeely and fluently, but
the use of the arm is sometimes exceedingly fatiguing to the me-
~dium, and half an houres found to be 4s long as can be endured
for continuous writing. Then from ill health, and other causes,

] ma.ny days often elapse when no communication can be made. A

' portmn of the account has been spoken through the voices of the
medinms-—but this is also fatiguing, and it reqmres for its successful

" accomplishment that the medium should be passive and in health.
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From these various restraining causes, the communications are
less full than they would otherwise have been. A
The time. which spirits remain in the different spheres varies as:

~much as the duration of lifeon earth. Some spirits have informed

us of the terms of time according to their judgment. The average
term for the Second Sphere is twelve years ; for the Third, nine ; -

- for the Fourth, six ; for the Fifth, six; for the Sixth, five; and for

the Seventh, three—or four thousand years. .
Swedenborg will only stay about one hundred in all. Infant
children go direetly to the Seventh Sphere. Young persons, under
fourteen, if pure and good, go to the Fifth or Sixth, generally.—

Many very good men go directly to the higher spheres. Sweden-

borg went to the Sixth, and in a week to the Seventh There a.re,,
men who have gone to the Seventh. '
On the other hand, many persons remain long on the lower
spheres. Many children, while quite young, are so vicious and
depraved, as to go to the Second Sphere. And many men are 80
wicked as to be immediately placed among disgraced spirits, and
kept for a long time in the lower spheres. The balance of eternal
justice is always true. Every sin carries its. appropriate punish-
ment to the tribunal of retribution. The sin cannot in the puré, o

light of heaven escape its punishment, any more than the substance - ,
ean escape from the shadow in the sunshine. The punishment -
‘ belongs to the sin, and adheres to it until wished away by repent-

ance. “No one can escapo_ from the consequences of his act, and
justice, though dften unseen, is forever on the track of the oﬁ'ender,
and must inevitably overtake him. '

The use of the Second Sphere, as was before observed of all of 1

them, has been but partially explained to us. It is the abode o{i 3
those who have sins to atone for, and the spirit remains in it untll
the most ﬁagrant of his sins have been forgiven.

- The sojourn in the Third Sphere glves him time and opportu..
mty, under the’ teachmg and persuasion of purer spirits, to get
fnyther ridl of his sins, and some of his errors. And the succeed-
mg ‘'spheres serve a8 his abode as he becomes fit for them. '

P

In all the spheres there are angels who are. charged with the_ .
duties of teaeh.mg -and- reforming the sinful and erring. Al is  -§
done t’hrough the persuasive power of love, to whose mﬁuence all i
gradns,lly yxeld. o

The long’ residence in the Seventh Sphere is to produce that
degrce of holiness requ.u-ed in those who ascend to'the heavens.
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.:The terms of time of which we have spoken seem to the spirits
very short. They continually refer to our computation of time in
“pontradistinction to theirs. They say, speaking of their allotted

.. time in the Seventh Sphere, “it is several thousand years as you-

would reckon it—to us it is & very short time.” '

- +The change from this earth to spiritual life is ca.lled by them
. "‘agreat change,” not a terrible one, as was asked. They said,
- % The dissolution of the material body being often attended with
pein, the change is great, and. frequently appalling. Its terror,

2 hdwever, all arises from our want of information of the nature end

E vgiodness of God, and of the spheres to which we gre destmed A
“knowledge of the Truth would cast out all fear,

“ .The changes from one sphere to another are not attended w1th

mm, 'yet are, nevertheless, marked eras in. the progreas of the

- spirit.

£ The change from the Seventh Sphere to Heaven is eqmvaleni;
,gm death, and is almost as great as, the change from the life on

earth to the Second Sphere. At that great and last. ohange, when

" wg:are prepared for Heaven, the spirit puts on its immortal body, ‘
£ leaying behind the grosser body it has worn in the spheres—and -

3 ])j; resurrection is complete. In this new resurrection, the angel
- i its more refined and immortal body, is as invisible to the apmh
| of the spheres as they are to mortals. _

.The extent and location of the spheres is given us a8 follows :
. The Second is above the atmosphere, about six miles in height.—
¢ The Third occupies about forty miles in height. All are above the
i stmosphere. The Third Sphere occupies a still wider space, and
- 80 of the others, until the outer boundary of the Sixth, and com-
 mencement of the Seventh, which is distant four or five thousand

F ‘miles. The Seventh stretches out to a great extent—and possesses

s vastly greater number of beingsmthe number being proportioned
.- -ta-the time of the spirit’s sojourn there, as compared with that of
. the lower spheres.

i Each inhabited planet has’its spheres, whicl remain attached
to'it in its Journey round the sun and shrough space; and it is not

B uniil arrived in Heaven that spirits make acquaintance with the

k- inhabitants of other worlds.

i Of the studies pursued by spirits, they have told us but little,
j except that they learn music almost universally—the languages,
and the sciences. Every department of philosophy seems also to
be studied there. Some physicians have told us that they were

e s s spt sy Ao YR
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still pursning the study of their profession—not for use there, but
as a philosophical investigation.
A great number of spirits, who, when on earth, were fond' af

the harp. All instruments of music are used, but the harp i °
almost universal. They tell us that at the concerts given there, |
all join in the performance. They say that their music surpasees, "
in a high degree, any on earth ; and yet they often manifest satis-
faction at hearing persons play or sing.” This seems, howevef, 3
rather the result of association. They enjoy the reminiscenco’ §
that it calls up. They still love any song they loved When oﬁ 3
earth—and often call for it.

-Bpirits use s language of umversal comprehension, (when 1t is
requisite;) to wit—objective language, in which they picture offf
what they have to say, presentmg their ideas vmxbly © i

Their spoken language is comparatively music. All speak-in
muswal tones, and there are no inharmonious \fome&—a,t leaﬂ
among good spirits. ‘

They read written or printed language with great celerity, ooﬁ «
prehending a page in abouta second.  All their mental movemend 3
are rapid beyond our comprehension. Their writing, too, wheh_
they have obtained complete control of the hand of the medium, iF
extremely mpli C s

. v
y
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"CHAPTER\XIII.

-

OF FOREENOWLEDGE—EMPLOYMENTS, ETC.

OF the prescience of spirits we have heard but little. Many
are that they have no power to tell what will happen to-
,rrow-a-and it seems to be the rule that they. cannot foresee.
y have, however, a knowledge of the future—or an approxi-
- pustion to it—which grows out of their clairvoyance of the things
. etisting. 'They see the train of events arotnd ‘us, and the inten-
mns of individuals, and from these they draw conclnslons which
m like foreknowledge. T
Mt has, however, been stated to us 4s an absolute fact, by Tany
irits, that in certain cases they can obtain a knowlédge: of the
jture from superior angels. For instance, a mother can sombs
f”fﬁes be permitted to know what is to be the fate of the orphans
(ha leaves behind her. This comes from the prescience of the
eting spirit of the Sphere in which she dwells.
«TThe foreknowledge asswmed by persons in the clairvoyant
state, is probably a fallacy—results proving as often wrong as
ﬂght. Besides, it is assumed by many, that all the intelligence
- possessed by one in the clairvoyant state, (excepting what existed
i his mind,) comes from spirits who read his queries, and answer
‘tem ; and in this case, the clairvoyant’s prescxence will depend
o that possessed by the spirit.
-, -+<:All ‘mothers seem or affect to have a forelmpwledge of the term
of: life accorded to their children—who their natural partners are
g “wand whom they will marry. Almost all spirits give an opinion
Ad " 88°to the term of- time we are to remain on earth. This, how-
" ever, they say, is only an opmlon——but it has some weight, from
thelr clairvoyance of the condition of our bodies.
"Bt is also stated, that they can see what was the limit to our
. “térm of life, beyond which we could not go; and they can see
‘how we have shortened that time by excesses, &c, ,
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The employments of spirits seem to be as various as those of
men on earth. = Spirits are much more occupied than we, and
they are much more prompt to fulfil their engagements. '

- All have their duties—which they cannot or do not negleet. {

Of the nature of these we are but partially informed. Many,.

however, are engaged in teaching those who are younger or more ~ '

ignorant, or in trying to reclaim the wayward or mischievous.

Almost all, recently deceased, become the guardians of some they
leave behind. ‘Their gnardianship is generally from choice, and’
no one individual spirit often watches over more than two or
three, though persons on earth often have large numbers of guar-'
dian angels who watch their charge by turns.

. Whatever occupations were pleasing in this life, as a gener&l.
rule, will for a time be pursued there. The painter and the
sculptor will pursue their art—the poet will write—the orator,
declaim—the vocalist, sing—the pianist, play—and the architect,
design. Every spirit, however, soon branches off into other thmgs,
as his mind expands. T

Writers, as they learn new languages, practice writing in them,:
and soon, in their advancement, look back with regret on whai‘
they have left on earth. -y

On one occasion, while the writer of this was conversmg wuh:

the spirit of the late L.L. Da Ponte, another spirit: announced -}
hlmself as “ Old Da Ponte On conversing with him in his - 3

native: language pawhlle, he fully proved his identity, by speak-
ing- of -things known. to -none -others present, and which had: -
occurred twenty-two years ago. Some verses which he had

written, were repeated to him, and he remarked, that he could:

write much better now. He was asked to write a few verses in
Falian, and he said he would speak a few lines through the

medium. He took the subject, “ La Bocca e il Cuore,” which he. 4

speke'through the voice of a child who knew nothing of the lan- -
guage; and he spoke a few lines of the poem, and then discon.:
tinued: it-alleging, that the vocal organs of the medium wers"
not adapted or accustomed to the language, and he was not yet: -

prastised enough to do it with facility. He said, he would speak

it in English, and let me put it into Italian.

He remarked, afterwards, that he now spoke and -vrote Engllsh - ‘l’

as well-as-evert he had his native tongue; and to.d me, thatif:  §
I would get a large blank book, he would write it full of the
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"ptie’mé he had composed in English since he had entered the
spirit-world.
‘He said, on one occasion, he was-no longer * .Old Da Ponte.”
;. He was as young, apparently, as his son. All adult spirits are
£ - of the same apparent age. 'The octagenarian, at his advent into
L - the spirit-world, is only in the maturity of youth. They never
¥ gvbevond this, though spirits readily recogmze those who dled
¥ ehildhood, from adults.
r, vSome who die in mfancy, remain, from preference, always in
- fhat state,
;I' ‘Of the laws that govern spirits in the spheres, they have told
.- ¥ but little. There is a directing spirit- for each sphere—an
- mhangel who has authority over all in the sphere, and who is
~&lb!hed with the power to execute his deerees. It is his part to
. #be that all perform their duties.. When spirits misbehave, the
b atehangel disgraces them. In this case, the misbehaving. spirit
f° I shut out from communion with- other. spirite, . The disgraced
E abirit is recognized as such, and other spirits ‘will not hold com-
f #mnion with it.© He cannot 'moreover come. into the presence of -
e archangel, but is kept in onter darkness for a time—and he.
b 'ﬁ kept in the lower spheres for a term proporrt;oned to his want

" #.purity. Though the average of this term is not long, yet

,ﬁere are spirits so wicked and so obdurate, that a very long
pmd passes before they relent, so that they can rise to the higher
eres.

OF NATURAL PARTNERS. - a

ﬁétly mated. The male generally comes upon - the eazth first,
- dind is older, by few or many years, (the difference being gene-
m’ﬂy from five to twenty years;) and they are ggnerally located

. fiear each other, so that if circumstances be favorable, they can-

ﬁeet and be united. But, the chanees are much agaiust the

%ﬁﬁon, as it is only about once in & hundred and ﬁt‘ty times that
tﬁey meet in marriage on earth,

- Spirits pretend that they can ascertain who on earth are natu-

ml partners, and will sometimes inform them. Sometimes, how-

‘, ; ever, they refuse, alleging, that the person asking would be made

3 unhappy by the knowledge. They perceive, sometimes, that one

'All mankmd were created male and female—in pairs—per-.
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of the natural partners has become refined and pure, while the |
other is degraded in vice-—and thus they think it best to conceal ]
from us the fact. V E
: - After death, the departed spirit soon discovers his natural p&r&-
ner. 1If he he on earth, the other will watch over him, and, at "~
i his death, be present to welcome him to the Second Sphere. S i?

All other loves give place to that felt for the natural partnes,
Whatever the intensity of devotion while on earth, to any but &
natural partner, it only survives as a friendship, more or less |
r warm, according to the amount of congemahty hetween. . t.hh
k parties, -

As the spirit is clairvoyant, he can see at once the heari amif ;
the nature of the beloved obyect and it generally happens tbaji'f‘
: the affection changes in some degree. Looking also into othen. '3
t hearts, many are found to be more lovely than had been supposed. §

f Thus, spirits form their attachments from an existing sympathﬁ
and are little liable to err in the matter. o

The natural partners are not always permanently united M 3
they both arrive at the Seventh Sphere—as one will sometimpg 1§
: rise faster than the other, from greater purity of heart—and g% 3
! it often” happens that one of them dies in childhood, and riseg
' directly to the Seventh Sphere. From the time when both ha.vp,
arrived. at that sphere,’ they are indissolubly united; and wh*
theixterm of probation is ended, they rise:together to. Heaven,.. ,Q
. Both natural partners take the same name, as in eart

marriages; though in some instances the name of the female xq

retained, and that of the male given up. 'The woman who dies-
unmarried, and meets there her natural partner, knows herself
at once to be his wife, and takes his name. »

- The affection of parents for their earthly oifspnng never ce

hut it changes in its character—because in time the children n%

longer need protection, and, being of nearly the same age,. thg, 4

relation of parent and child becomes less and less felt. E

Spirits find their natural partners instinctively; but whex&’

they are in different spheres, there is a little uncertainty. - .
¢ - both are in the same sphere, there is an instinctive knowle@g& ,
i A of ﬂmt eongenmhty‘ L
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- or cmcws, AND THE FORMATION o;e- usm;eus. vy

Spinrrs direct us to form circles, in order ﬁmt they may
kb 45 mediums, All spirits seem ‘more” an¥Xious to converse
i ¥ us than we are to converse with them==arid the? therefore
"2l their power to commuhicate withr as: * -« -
¥ Afty number above three may ford a cii¢te—but-ten ot tweh‘é
% otter, If there be a medium preserit, #fe'spirits will m?
ircle; and this they do so as best'to prodiice tifagiietic ha

m& he arranged aceonding 15 affinities SHE SAEAIEIPEoEIve
egative: > For Tnstartes; petettns MM%’M&

n'it would be difficult to magnetize, arépositiva! “Phectis
of magnetism in the cirele flows from left to tight-entorti$
® left hand and issuing at the right.  When suchi a circle
formed, if there are amy’spirits present, as is'aimost always
ﬁ“ease, the spirits magnetize the individuals.” When harmony
# been produced, they magnetize the hands of the most sus-
@jtibile’ persons present, and, if possible, produce some movement:
ity one be very susceptible, he may become a med‘ium off
&% first occasion of sitting in the circle, and the spims may e
ﬁgé tor ‘write with a pencil through his hand; but i&»‘g&mﬁy
P¥uires many times sitting to accormplish ahyﬂnag*‘ O
f"!ny person may become a medivm through-whedy Hand spirits
ebbld write, (or, at least, produce respowses;yif he will sit often
ugh in the cifele; bat there are’ prsons so umimpressible,

A To enable gpirits to magnenea us eﬁéctually, harmony of mmd
£ minst also be produced. "To this effect, it is well to have reading’
th# scriptures, prayer, or singing—-the hands being joined all
1 mnnd. When all unite in singing, harmony is quickly produced -

o t— ™ 9 T TR T

If there be no miedithi i Ve CHok: "the* IGAVIdRaN

i, 1o negalive, (or called o6 T this desctiption’y and peionk.

f’ ﬁ{m Weuld reqmre hund}eds ﬁf&ms ﬂmng to accompllsh thas*
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After this, the party sit in silence, with as little activity of thought
as possible. If all are perfeetly passz‘ve,-the effect will soomest
be produced.

Talking or laughing will more or 1ess disturb the circle, and
render it difficult for the spirit to magnetize them, by distracting
their attention ; but angry or-excited dispute will render useless
whatever eﬁ'orts the spirits may make. g

If all conditions are complied with, some one of the circle. Wlll

very soon be a medium—ofter during the first or second sitting.  §

The circle should sit with hands.joined frem. two to four hours—
dwring which time there should be no interruption by persons
coming into the room, or members of the circle leaving it. Abso,
lute silence is not requisite except for the first hour—but th;wz
should be very little conversation of any kind, and only what is
neeessary. - All activity of the mind throws off the magnetispa, |
Whenever we assert onr.awn; will strongly, that of the spirit faily 3§
to produce any effect, except in the case of persons already made
mediums—and even then partially. - e
.- Mediums thus produced, are different from natural mediups,
Through the presence of the latter, raps can be produced; thg
formrer can be.used.by spirits to manifest their pnesence, by move
ment of the hands er body, or organs of the voice. - . - 1
ﬁpmts say, they bave just learned how to make mediugs;,
wd, acting upon this discovery; mtalhgem 8pirits can speak, wirite,
@%@W persons, - To da any-of these things, however,

. ugulw WM&ona spirjt that. has been accustomed.

the.hand.of the medinm, can write a plain hand fluently, anothey,
spirit, unaceustomed, will find it difficult to write any word legh:
bly, through the-same medium, until after many attempts. - Se,
of speaking or acting—it is a matter.of practice with them., .., 3

With natural mediums the case seems different. They arg; |

- highly magnetic, and, it would seem, are surrounded by an aura .

o¥ pphere, consisting of an expansion of that which, for want of,
a.pa0e, we will call the mervous fluid. This fluid—which is,
the. ma;ns or medium . by which the spirit unites itself with the, -
material body—when abundant and highly magnetic, constit

X qugcm JAuad, throngh which spirits can act. Being the same
King of fluid which once united them to'theirown earthly bodies,
they eagily - ma}:e use of it to mamfest themselves, by movmg;
materisl. obqu.ts N
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© Any medinm, after being long magaetized by spints, will be-
¢ome similar to a nataral medinm, and may serve to enable spirits
to make physical manifestations ; but it frequently happens, that
" a person but little adapted naturally to be a medinm, will become
- such—so far as to serve for making responses. 'The reason is
. this: A spirit, possessing great magnetie power, strongly desirous
" of manifesting himself, wilt make & special and strong effort to
accomplish the end proposed. He will magnetize the hands of
" the mdt\ndual powerfully, and get a temporary command of them,
' as' to lift or move them, and thus reply to questions.- -Such
pgrsons’ do not remmin mediums, unless often magnetized by
spirits. Their susceptibility remains, and is slightly increased,
#nd the same effort by a spirit would again make him a medium.
* Buseceptibility can be increased to a high degree. Spirits con-
#aue to magnetize the individual long after they can manifest
“themselves through him; and this gradually ehanges: his' phy-
sigue; until he will become ‘permanently claitvoyant; so that he
~eould see the spirits arourd - him, and converse with them ; and
. & would be so impressible a. med:um; that they could speak
- firough his voice, write through his hand, or act through his
- Person.  Cases are known where the medium could see the spirit
- Write with his own hand, witheut the intervention of the: mie-
ahm ] hand
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CHAPTER XV
. ‘-w-ﬁ‘*

Many curious facts have been stated by spirits with whom Kﬁ

ha-ve conversed One spirit, introduced by another spirit, wag -3

asked how tall she was, and she, tol& us ; remarking, that at the
time of her leaving the earth, she was: ta.}ler, but not. liking. l\&;
heiglit, she wished to be shorter, and was so; and this stature,
that she had selected had become . permanent. She said that all
spirits had that power 1mmedmte13 after leaving the earth. S
they desired to be taller or ghorter their wish was granted. .
The clothing of ‘spirits is as various as that of people on earth.
Many females, if not the greater part of them, wear a plain robe,
confined at the waist by a girdle. A large proportion of the,r,;&
Wwear. thelr hair in flowing ringlets. Men dress.as their taste. iy
elmes Some that I have talked with were dreaaed in,an oanta;l
style—wlth turban, and Persmn troysexs-pthers dresaed in. thg o
ordinary fashionable dress of the day. The majority. of men wep¥
s,ll the beard. But in all these matters they change contmanlly, ,

fancy dictates. I asked a spmt how ke was able to clothe him- - . - §
self as he desu'ed-—and his answer was, “ we wish fora dress;and  §

we have it—we are at once clothed as we desire to be,”
There is courtesy among spirits as among us, and it is mueh

more general. They use all the ordinary ceremonies to Which h

they were accustomed here, addressmg each other by such titles:
a8 would be agreeable.
‘When spirits are conversing through medmms, it often ha.ppens

that many other spirits are present as spectators, being curious to '}

see this novel mode of communication. When any one of the.

w e

dm.tely depart There are some exceptmns to the rule. There. -
‘are mxséhxevons or rowdy spirits, who like to make trouble, and it
is sometimes difficylt to get rid of them. Yet there are forms of
abjuration to be made use of, which are effectusl. They all fear

and respect the pame of God, and will obey any command solemnly
made in Lis name,
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they answered, that they overcame the gravity of the body as we

#d:-by applying force—but in some instances they lifted a body
hy depriving it of its gravity.

.-To lift any material substance, spmts ‘mast, in some mysterwus

_ way, condense their bodies. Almost always, when physical mani=

fostations are to'be made, they require the room to be -darkened.

When this is done, 28 they tell us, they agssuma'a form of a more

2 - polid structure, and ean in that condition exert: grea.ter physical

- power.. The necessity of darkening the room they explain by say-
:g that we are not able to endure the sxght -of ‘s spirit. That if
“whald throw us into convalsions. - -

.. 'This has seemed probable from what bas heen done at some of

#he oircles. On one occasion the spirits attempted to show them-

#elves to the medium by magnetizing her eyes. This ‘they parti-
ally accomplished, but the roment -she begdfi to see any thing

- whgsual, she was so startled and -exeited, that dhe:threw off the
- wagnetism with which’she was okarged. . ‘The witewptiwes made

£ goveral times, with the samse ‘reilt. This needinin was Bemiliar

" gith the thouglit and the presence of spitits, and had expresséd &

‘strong desire to see the face of her little sister, and was sure -shie
¢ould bear the sight. Bnt the result. proved that she ha.dmmf
feolent firmness.

Whenever spirits have oceasion to wnte the word « Grod » they

. - do it generally slowly and with reverence, sometimes making &

halo round it, and writing over ‘it, #“holy.” They have often re-
proved the writer of this, for an apparent irreverence in wntmg

- the word too quickly.

. Many facts in philosophy have been stated to us; somo oi *!ﬂioh
ge will mention. Matter was coeval with Grod, ard the. mtteml
Y mniverse has ever been in process of- ferma.tton»—aaiummg order,
f - snd growing into beauty. This it does in obedielice. to-the will and

. jmmediate presence of God in-and tlmm@l all,

Every plant and animal was designed.in infinite vmdom, tm&
their produetion on earth was a result of development. This de-

% _‘walopment can be hastened by artificial means, so as, n.ppsmntly,

: ﬁﬂe&te plants and animalculi. -
: All primitive particles are ahke, and it would ‘therefore be pos-

== gihle to resolve any one- form-of matter into any other,if our science

E ~ were sufficiently advanced ; it being only necessary to produce the
- primal aggregation,from matte: reduced to its primitive particles,

- . Ppirits-were asked how they eould moye material objects, and -

g N
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The bodies of spirits are &s really material as ours—but the nﬁt—
ter is impenetrable, and unlike any matter we know of.
If the bodies of spirits had any inertia, it would be 1mpossﬂ}f6

for them to move with velocity, and then stop at will. But they

move with almost the rapidity of thought, a8 there is no. resxstance
to overcome.

. In general, brute animals do not survive the dissolution of the
body, but all spirits inform us that pet animals do survive. Of

these, they have named pet dogs, pet ‘birds, pet rabbits, and gekl 3

fishes. This fact was so surprising, that many questions were
asked concerning it, and of many different spirits. °All concurif 3
stating the fact. As but few brute animals do survive their earthly

dissolution, it seemed that there must be some especial reason for R

it. On being questioned, they admitted that the ‘cultivation of the "
affections of a pet animal might partly be the cause, as perhaps ¥
developed a soul. Thus far we have not been able to obtain any = 3
definite knowledge of the line of distinction between the brute¥ = %

that perish and the beautiful animals that survive in the earthly
spheres and rise to the Seventh Sphere. All that we are posi
tively informed is, that certain pet animals do surv1ve, a.nd feel the o
same attachments as on earth. '
Spirits discover each other with but httle &i‘fﬁonlty——-»even when
not acquamted It would seem to be 1mpossfble for'd spirit to hide:
Bvery oveated being of Geod, bemg a8 it ‘were a part of God him-

 gel§ a'spark from the etertral ; Bup, slnnea by its 6wn Light, is- se]f- '

hmi&ons, and canast bé eoricealed.

-Bpirits fmd those theyaref soquainted with easily, either in thelr
homes or in their haunts. They go wxlhngly on any proper errand,
and their veracity may be depended on in all cases, except when
disgraced spirits interfere and attempt to deceive. When there i§

any doubt of the identity of the spirit, an adjuration may be mads - 3

,uss o, which will test it. If one says to a spirit; I command

you in the name of God to tell me the truth,” such spirit, howém ]

mhimus, will not further attempt to decelve ,
- During the wyageaf a friend to California, we requested certain
apimto ge every day and visit her, and bring us accounts of hér
well being. This was dene, and every day we had intelligence -
from  ber, #ith many minute particulars of the voyage. In dte

time Tetbeve:were received; in which ‘we had perfect couﬁrma,tmn éf ]

a1l that had beow told us by the messenger spirits.
These accemats; as given us by the spirits, were told to meny.
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;. persons at the time, without any apprehension of the result, or
£ sny hesitation to rest the reputatlon of these statements on the
g proof of the facts.

f. A correspondence has been for a 1ong period held between our-
B selves and a friend residing in New Hampshire—wherein repeated
messages have been sent to and fro, and which have proved quite
88 reliable as any literary correspondence through the mails.

“he brothers of one of our friends had been long absent on theu'
wapddrings about, the world, and for g long tige no mt@lhwgnca
hi bee¢n received from them. The brpthers had a favorne smter
- 4he pirit world, and she was inyoked to give mfc)rmatxon con-,
‘@raing them. She at ence told where they were, and. all,abq@ﬂ_
pera. - She pointed out on the map the localities, and by this m;
foemation letters were sent to them. One was in Oregop, one in
‘Baitish-Guiana, and the other in the far West. . .
-3t has been found easy to send messeges wherever ehere Were
widizms, through whom the spirit, conld €onvey. mte%engp
thathonse where theas, medimmns, r,es:de,vgpmr,g Raxg voh&lteered tpz
“sgpvey messages, For instapce,.the. child-medinn Wes, tg be sept
frorm the room where her.mother was ill, tiown &tq,x,rs op3n erranl;i
liieh would take her perhaps longer tha.n her mother coqld spa;e‘
ez -and she hesitated to.send her; when a spmt, §p§gkmg
#hieough the voice of the medium, said she would go and call Ber
¥ick: whenever she was wanted. o ..

30 cases of illness, spirits. who were physmlans on earth have
- Ween requested to make a dlagnosm, and to prescribe ; and they,
Maye done so with a judgment which could not have been exercmed ;
xoept by a spirit to whose eyes the patient’s body was transpa«

Mrand they themselves magnetize the bogly, more 91‘ Ies for
alpost all diseases—and in a large proporfign of, eamgsx, pmbaﬁaly;
1ha. patient owes his qmck recovery to the, eﬁ'u'ta mada by hm
\;ﬂudw,n angels to restore him, - . ... .

S

44444444

weuh: They often preseribe water which the spmts hgve magnet« '
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R

CHAPTER XVI. 7 4
Or :the proofs of spiritual communications; persons will nawe.:
rally differ. ‘With, some, ‘the movement of material objects by! . §
invisible means, is'the most convincing. Yet, many people-rg: -
latga majority of all—unskilled in natural magic, will anend:
the exhibition of a juggler, and be unable to comprehend any~
one of his tricks ; yet, to those who are conversant with the matd §
ter, everything is easy—and the desterity with which the tricks >
are accomplished, is the only thing to admire. - But, all the jag-,
glers on carth could not represent my schoolfellow, who -died:
twenty vears ago, and- tell me all the prominent events of thek
time—recalling to my mind the things I had forgotten. No juge '3
gler, in such a case, could take possession of the medium; ar:ﬁ}
act ont the peculiar gait and manner of that schoolfellow: : fm&,*
10 go still further 1 he conld not come to my bell at midnight; in'
a vision—pleture out my friéhd ‘to my eyes—and ‘then, befose’
1 bad spoken-of it, go and tell others'shat he had done so. - Stil¥. §
ﬁm}wgi Btcanisd met imiate that- schoolfellow’s hand-writing-~ 3
his styieo{ Tapgus Mﬁ‘p&c&iﬁﬂty of thought:  and yet, ol - 3
this must be done, to oomg up to'the ;rroofs that the writer of thiw .
has had, R
No phys:eal manifektatlons can equa‘i in proof such as ] have' -
detailed. 1 have seen material objects’ moved by what ¥ sups’
posed o0 be spirits; and yet I knew, that, by well-contrived juge:
glery aky person could be deceived by such manifestationh; |
But I have asked a great number of mental questions in sucoess ' |
sion, and had all cemectly answered—and every other possible -
moral proof given to me, until it would have been folly to doubt. _ 3
"It will be asserted, that there are natural clairvoyants. There
are many. such in the world. Many jugglers and many fortune-
tellers have possessed the power, and many others who have
N made no impreper use of it. - But, the number of medinms in the g
i United States has multiplied until there are thousands, and every 4
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i day adds to'the number. Among these mediums are some hun-
b . dreds of infant children. These cannot be jugglers. Through
f _thiess infant mediums mental questions are freely answered by
* mps with the hand and other modes, Yet, no one 'mll accuse a
duld of 50 extensive a fraud.
{ . ,Of the value of proofs every one will judge for hxmse}f Many
: - pewsons have a pride of opinion and a deep:seated: prejudico,
-which miracles could not overturn. And thére are many, whe,
Jatheir fond conceit, assume that what they do not know, does
wot exist, There are many others who affect to be willing to
gwe. everything a fair trial, and to seck for the truth in a spirit
of patient and philosophical investigation—who will nevertheless
ot one failure in an ailegeé spirit’s manifestations, of greater
'mht thar a thousand successes. If the spirit errs, and thus
pekes a. mis-statement, the fact is a triumphant refutation of alt
that has been claimed to be proved—and the wisedere chuckies
with satisfaction at his discernment. - Blind toa thousand proofs—
atl 1o all perceptions of. the . tmtl:»—‘a}m can soe.an- anmleule
gmor graw to a mountain ! .- S
+¢The effect of a belicf:in- the maixty Of spmmal communicstions
eastriking and peculiar. - All those' who have eonversed fme‘ty
With their spirit-friends, and heard the descriptions they give of-
ek beautifal life, lose all fear of death, and feel as willing todie,
, M they would feel to sleep, when weary with long watching.
Wot that pain is less torrible tq them than to others—but the
*nge is a joyful one; and the pains attendant upon the sick-
ages “which dissolves the union of soul and body, can well be
;%&me, when one is buoyed up with so beautiful a hope.. - .
. #A-have never seen anything like the effect of this: beﬁef‘m
‘the . life and feelings. Not only is there no fear of *death, but a
eopstant looking forward to the bliss of immortality;iwhich makes
this world seem insignificant in' the comparison.  But it does
#ore and better than this, It fills the heart with love and-charity.
roduces a love to God which could- never be felt until one
learned of his infinite goodness, as instanced in the pesfect
ppiness of all the spirits he has created. Thus the law of
lp¥e governs the umverse,; and every heart is softenad with the
 thought.
widt,will e readﬂvgmdsrstood', that peaple would be more cir-
' “emmaapeet in their behavior, if aware that they were never {ote.v
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moment .out of sight of their friends. Moreover, if they loved - 3

thase friénds warmly, they would feel disinclined to wound their

fealitigs by ‘doing anything that they would disapprove.. Thi# . ]

is the case with-all who believe in spiritual communicationd}

They know that the best beloved of their departed friends are

ever near them; and witnessing their thoughts and- feelings as well

as their acts. In turns do our guardian friends take charge of usi

and there are few moments in-our lives—whether by nightor

day—when some of them are not with- us. Who that has his - fj
dearest friend by his side, would. commit a flagrant act of fo}lj'

or crime? We would spare the feelings of those WhO loved s
an& not sink so low in their esteem. ' s

‘The restraining power of ‘our guardians” presenoe, is the least:

of their benefits to us. They soften the heart, and cause us t¢

wish to be good and pure, for goodness and purity’s sake; an&

the wish of the heart will produce the quality it desires. ~
. 'When we feel that there are pure and beautiful angels lookmg

upon us with love, and an ardent desire to lead us to heav’biﬁ:
we should scarcely be willing to spurn their kindness and tum¥ 3
from them. ‘Their love would win ours, and then with the high- "

est. and holiest motives we should take the path of nghtaousnesﬁ
and persevere in good works to the end.

.Our guardian spirits knew these thmgs, and would be glad e

meke their presence manifest to us; but there is a gulf. fixed ba¢ 3
- twpen. us--and -with. our: vbodﬂyeyes wé carinot sée them ; buf §
we yet. may feob their presenee and hold communion with théﬂ’;‘
until the time when we sha.ll meoet them face to face, and be: ﬁo

ruore parted forever.. . - e

. If there were no other motive to seek the converse-of splrits,

the happiness people derive from it would be a strong incentive? ;,
Thoge who have re-possessed themselves, as it were, of theirde? - 3
parted: friends, by these conversations, and bave renewed all e -
‘ties .whieh seemed to have been severed ' by death, - find it indis$ 3
peasable to their happiness. They no longer think of therh ay - 3

of tha.dead, but look for their commg as much as they look fu‘ ?;

t‘w dﬂy. NPOLEE

~Whenever spirits find that, by means of -2 medium, they cm( -4
converse witlr their friends, they visit them every day generally-=!
and are only absent to attend to. their duties, They come at'all 3
timeg of the day and night, and wish to converse all the timl,
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Wéstiﬁg mita perfect delight. Those who are accustomed
tieir Joving and caressing greetings, find it difficult to-dispense
ﬁth theni ; they constitute in themselves a happmeSs worth ull

‘i objected {o the alleged communications: with fspmts, that
God never intended such a communication. To this it would
W sfficient to reply, that if it is, “it is right.” ‘'The spirits cotild

 converse with us if it'were forbidden;  In the records of the

‘gnd New Testaments, it is found that, on many eccasions,

Is conversed with men. If the thmg be- possfble, it WOuld

difficult to see the harm in it.
T is asserted also, that if God had intended to allow of com-
jon with spirits, he would have done so long ago, and not
faited till this late day to bestow so great a boon upon man. It
¥ be replied, that it is not a special revelation to us, but a dis-
y which the- spirits have made; and this cannot be con- .

red at all strange, when it is a.dmltted that they live in a

orid of progress as well as we. God right have given to man
the creation all the arts of cmhzed life, and shown him’ at
how to print—to navxgate-—and to build. He might have
en him a ready-made rail-road, magnetic telegraph, and line
amers. He might have founded governments and organized
y—and given in full perfection at once all the arts and
nces.  But he did none of these things. He gave us the earth
ahemage, and clothed it with' everything necessary to our
stenance ; and he gave us the physical and intellectual power
ake it a garden, and the abode of beauty and goodness. He
us the inventive power to discover all things needful to our
ncement on the path of civilization. Why he did not give
at fitst the knowledge of all those arts, sciences, and inven-
which have civilized the world, he in hjs infinite wisdom
ows best. If now we have reached the sublime power of con-
ing with the angels of Gad, I d> not see why we should pause,
doubt our right to exert that power—for wé may be assured
all the blessings that are within our reach, were intended

X our use.
‘Ia.ny of the facts given us are in accordance with the writings

" Bwedenborg—many others clash with them. We have con-

md w1th spirits of the Seventh Sphere, well and intimately
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known to us, and absolutely identified, who say they have often 3
conversed with Swedenborg, and heard him speak of his writinga
It is alleged that he said he wished he could erase from the re-
cord all he said about the Dark Spheres; and the equillibriuma-
between good and evil—having fourid that it was not necessary
for God to create as much evil as good, to balance the universe.. :
“The spirits who have thus talked with him, have, at his 1o
quest, agreed to bring him to a medium—when, at a fitticg tinaeg
he will make-a revelation of such new matters as he has earned
in his sojourn in the spheres. - ' s ]
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CHAPTER XVIL

MENDACITY OF EPIRITS, &C.

T is a difficult thing to comprehend, and the fact staggers mawy
: winds that would otherwise quietly assent to the verity of spiritual
amanications, that there is no safety in relying on the word of
& anonymous spirit. . There seems to be just as large a propor-
% #n of the ignorant, selfish and mischievous in the spirit world as
#ith us. - Hence when, in the presence of a medium, one asks if
re-is any spirit to talk with them, he will almost invariably get
ssponse in the affirmative. On. ssking who it is, the querist
_ be required to name his deceased friends or relstives, and the
dts then rap at some’one or more of them. = Test<questions are
‘asked, and somotimes they are answered correctly and some-
s not. This occurs only with these who are mexpenenced,
‘who have no means of identifying their friends.
‘w3 hen one has been in the habit of conversing with his guardmn
f wigels and other spirits, no such difficulty occurs. Having by 8
g series of intricate questions identified a friendly and guardian
M -and invited that spirit to be always present when with a
diom, no mischievous spirit can deceive us—because our guar-
& would at once inform us. ‘It is only necessary to identity one
”y and friendly spirit to be sure of the identity of‘ others present
Wethe same time.
A# we observed before, it is hard to believe that’ thm aré. 8o
¥ mischievous spirits. But there is nothing unreasonable in it.
e reflect on the matter, we shall see that & very large majority
Wedults that leave the world are eithér ignorant or mischievous.
fuich persons cannot at once change their nature. They preserve
their identity, and feel and act as.they would on earth. - When,
thercfore, there is an opportunity to be amuged; they are ready for
; énd will as readily tell a fadsehood as the truth. -
Y« There are some falsehoods, however, that spirits do not tell. If
[ waloed of the nature of God, they will answer truly as far as they
¥ weable. - If asked respecting our duty to our fellows, they always
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advise ug well—and if questioned on the subject of religion, they g
will preach as good sermons as the best divine. Yet those same }
spirits, if questioned respecting themselves, will pretend to be any
person that you may have desired to be with, and will resort tos
~ thousand ingenious expedients to prove it. k-
Mischievous spirits have thus beset every public circle we have
heard of. They preach to them the purest and best doctrines ef
religion—they set them to praying and singing psalms till wearied
out with fatigue. They send them off preachmg, and even writo
their sermons for them. 9
1t often happens that when a rehgmus circle is formed, the pre-
Jectors of it wish to. be under the guidance of superior intelligences.
They call upon the Apostles to come and take charge of the en-eh,
and really imagine that they answer to their request. Howeve 4
B0 sooner have they called for St. John or Saint Paul, than a ye-
gponse is heard, and a spirit declares himself to be the Apostle-of
our Lord. He swears to it—quotes scripture—tells the members'
of the circle to consult a clairvoyant to prove it, &c., &c. The
members, wishing to be quite sure, perhaps consult some claipe §
voyant. She tells them that she sees the splnt and that he se
he is the Apostle in question. The matter is thus settled. Fhs.
alleged Apostle gives them a private signal, by which he can e 3
known, and the presulency of the circle is established. Thenee-
forth this spirit is the dictator.. Hearranges every circle—exalae
ding from it any.person he does not like—generally excluding thoss
Vhe are. socompanied by spirits who would be likely to expose the'
imposture.. They then make revelations respecting the futurews
tell of the-second: coming of Christ—and of every possible kind o’
marvellous event.  Then, to occupy the time, they quote scripbu
for them, and preach to them—rarely suffering them to hold an
cenversation with their spirit friends. Then they will affeet.
bring up.the spirits of great men (deceased perhaps some theous
ands of years ago) to be prayed for. This kind of duty, praying |
for, the pirits .of men long deceased, occupied one circle mastyp
weeks, to the exclusion of almost every thing else.. The presiding
apirit, -an Apastle.of course, ordered the doors always to be elosed;
and freqnandy every loop-hole, so that other spirits could not entalt 4
the room. ' Then the medium wonld write out that the spirit: o §
Confusgius, or some other antique, was present, with a myriad 'of 3
his nation, and the eircle were requested to pray for them, so' thist: 3§

they might pess wp. . A prayer being made, another a,ntaqm-
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would be presented—as for instance Hannibal, with an army of
tidldiers that died in his battles—and these being prayed through,
~ the Apostle would present another, and so on for half a dozen at
s slbtmg In the evening, perhaps, half a dozen armies more
#ould be prayed through, and so on for weeks—auntil every known
"nsme in history would be exhausted.

- On being - questmned the spirits would reply that in order far
_#infal spirits to rise to the higher spheres, it was necessary that
they should be put en rapport with the superior angels, and that
. his could only be done through a medium and by a prayer, &ec. &ee.
- #The alleged Apostles who govrened the circle, would warn them
#gninst mischievous spirits, and tell them that that was the only
#ircle where they communicated with men, and that all other cir-
s were deceived.

While all this was going on at this clrcle, there were. many other
éitcles where the same game was played, They too had the Apos-
8 to'guide them, and each circle wae mformed that 11;5 members
slone were thus favored.

* Thus a great number of mteﬁlgent md werthy peum are &e—
gived by mischievous spirits, who can make them believe any
ing by preaching to them the pure doctrines of Christ. The
wembers of the circle say, it is impossible to doubt spirits that
xch so pure and beautiful doetrines—forgetting or not knowing
tall spirits, good or mischievous, will teach us a correct religion.
A8 we have taken a strong interest in the question whether or
pt-the Apostles of Chirist were here in our midst, in the public
gl private religious circles, we have asked many questions of
¢ number of spirits, ard through many mediums, and have
ght earefully far and near for opportunities to put the questions
such spirits as had been fully identified as superior epirits.—
All hiave given us the sameanswer. The Apostles of Christ have
#iob been at any of the circles formed in.this -eountry or on the
¢ They are in Heaven, except suchof thein as are appointed
B govern the spheres, and they have not &escended, to supenntend
reles or write sermons for them. . -

“##e ask them how they know these are not the Apostles, and
sibey answer, “because they have not round their heads that halo
"Wrbrightness which indicates a-glorified spirit.” - This, with them,
*igonclusive ; and they know them to be mischievous spirits.
wodf s wpirit gets possession of a medium, it is difficult to banish
«him. He remains with him nearly all the time, and prevents other

»
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spirits speaking threugh him. However, as-a general rule, when

one becomes & medium, his father, mother, brother, or other neag - 1

relative, will take possession of him, and protect him from the in- = §
flaence of mischievous spirits. ' In no case will a mischievous spirit 4
long keep possession of a medium agamst his own resolute- w111, i}
the proper means be taken to exorcise him. -

These deceptions, practised by spirits upon persons rehgmu:ly 3
inclined, have & tendency to throw discredit upon the whole matter, -4
because the cause of it is. not generally understood. oy

One intelligent citizen of New-York was made & medium, am! - 9
by the spirit that took possession of him, told that he was to be -
the twelfth Apostle, in place of Judas, He was told that he should,
be the greatest and most eloquent preacher in the world, and thap '
he must go toa place designated, and preach the gospel. Sermons §

were written for him which could scarcely be equalled by any g
known divine, and he went forth on his mission. His success was. "~}

not commensurate with his expectations, and he soon found that
he had mistaken his vocation.

‘Another case of a similar nature occurred, on]y it related w8
greater number of persons. The members of a circle and others §
were ordered to go to a certain part of the State of Virginia, and®
there establish themselves: One of the company, who was rich '3
enough, was ordered to buy the plantation, and there the party
went to establish & community. They were promised that this 3
Ui¢n should be dissolved—the Bouthern part become an oligarehy, = 3
in* lenguo 'with Bngland, Russia and France, and the Northern 3§
part be subjugated by thém. - Then, in seventy years, the Millen-
nium should commertes: - All the faithful in the world, which would
be ten millions, would occupy Virginia, and the rest outside would
make War upon them, but then the Lord would destroy all the reat
of the world, and they would reign in peace.

“Other circles at Auburn and Albany have been cajoled in- »
similer manner. They were ordered to go to a distant mountain,.
and. there-await the revelation that would be made to them—and
the innocent victims obeyed the orders. < s

‘One of thess individuals, belonging to Albany, was sent to Nmr—,
Yotk -on a missionby a spirit, who assumed to be the angel Gabrigl,-
and told him ¢onﬁdentnliy tnat he was in reality God himself, bu$
assusmed that form to converse with him. This deluded individasl
wa# 80 inflasedewith the honor done him that he held himself oo
sacred to-si-dewn in the same room with ordinarr mortals.
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the world: obmes to understand this Bubgee'k better, it is to be

ymed: that eases of this kind will be-réire: ~At present, the
.ﬁder t@gm new, both to this world smd ‘6 the worlkd of spirits,
ypd it mustiof neeesmty be gome: mme before wiﬁif awdimie ‘shape

These deceptxons we hava aliudeﬁ to, srb but i meonsxdemble
*ber in proportion to the many medinmsin the countty. It is
iy in circles. professedly religious where - dnty thing oftheind
- There, acting upon peaple’s: religionts faith ottt sksughbiy
p-high authority of one of the Apostlesiof: Ckﬁst, & mschxev&s
it-can make them do or believe any.thing

‘other circles, however, whete. they:do nt. presume to ask the
atles to resurn from Heaven to the spheres, and wait 4t their
bk, no such deceptions are practised. The spirits who eommu-
are the relatives and friends of the party; and i in thme; the
tmna ‘between the circle and the spmts ammes.a veal oill
ble shape, and is qmt& a8 4 A ‘Wi@n ﬁﬂ

, e on earth tggetb,g:, - i

jat they cin command the presence.of spirits who have. ltmg be-
re leﬁ the spheres and -assumed their place in Heaven... They
my willing ta beliove that. they have been so highly honored,
are at once inflated to & degree that they becomeé mondmaniac.
‘-‘“‘!fhey congult a clairvoyant, and the mischievous spirit has only
present, and the clairvoyant will eonfirm every thing. .An-
- medivm ig consulted, snd the .same spirit is present te cope

b all.  The individoal himself then desires to see tha Apestlg
4that he may be quite snre, The spirit magnetizes: Jad Py
,hesees 2 spmt and thzs 3pmt looks like hwiww .

*,“,ﬁe does not stop to reflect that if he saw.ome of €l
Jon. face to face, he would not know bixg, S ;
an. Raphael’s or l}anox’s’pz_ res;saad e up his mind from
ihem, forgetting, that there were, wwﬂmm, and searcely the
ypguost description in existence of the Apostles at the time. of
phael or. Da Vinci, and that-those artists drew from their “own
moy. Therefore to Took en the fase of a spirit, and identify- him
#h.0ne of the chosen of Christ, implies - greater ‘peroeptive powers
than have been given to man. However, these individuals arp-
bappy in the fond delusion, ot‘wlmlg perhaps, time may eventwﬂy
* eure them.
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'CHAPTER XVIIL

IN the. course of the many !
agmts, we have hea,rd many ihmg; wort%y of note, as furm' )

One. stt, well 1dent1ﬁed and élwa 8 w1th us, smd he 8 h
next duy enter the Sixth Sphere, a.nd he must ther
Aoulff ha.ve to do—he could no

any pac]cmg up to do. He

‘to take 'some speczmens ‘of the jlowers of the Fifth Sphere to.
pare with those he should find in the Sixth. We asked, couI
not better bring down those of the Sixth Sphere to compare
Vthose of the Fifth. ‘He gaid, no—~that was not allowed ag m,

; U oneert where, all perform ;
‘? (;he most frequent of &11 of thelr assembl;es, however
- ¥pirits of ﬂaeu- a.cqua.mtance rige to a lngher sphere

fooime tﬁe new spmt on 1ts advent A grand enterta,m
6 5nd (ianémg is given. Musm is the staple commodit
the &hi?rﬁ“{nments ‘and there are few spmts W’ho are not
(I Bﬁfeﬁ?m l‘h

: it Tess hght to them, N
" ers ff) éftaxgmng to this subject must bo iarth
Srder or conhegtlon, and therefore we relato th

m%f‘%?tﬁbut any attempt at classnﬁca.u ‘,
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spmt belongmg to, the Seventh Sphere, after manifesting

s spme famﬂy, every night, having with her some of her spmt

) ends, as is usua} with those who watch the gl,eepmg
T As little Mary was dressmg herself one morning, an& §tudy1ng
raphy from a large map hanging on the-wall, she. came 1o the
-« Illinois,” and was trying to pronounge. 15, butnot gwgeed;
g hs gu&rdmn Spirit spoke the word to, her, throughher ¥oicq.
‘Mary was in doubt, for the word ended in “s” and it had been
Sronounced by the spirit as if written w1thout a final “8.” So she
to her brother and asked h1m about 1t The next mornmg

it through her voice to teach her how to pronounce it.
tle, Mary was walking alone in the street, havmg been to a
eighbor’s, when the walks were covered with  ide, s,pcg ggll

But she had s' h

' $)sid placed und f
g" T guardian spirit tqfd'ha; ?

Of. the curative pawers of magnemsm, wo have had a goo | ex-
plification. When little Mary was first developed as & medlum, '
mother was ill of a ‘complaint of the lungs, and it was feared
she could not recover from -it. - She had had hemorrhage
n——ceuld not take 2 Tlong breath, and had not for years; and
3 constantly liable to sickness from the least exposure. . At
is_time, ag a medium was a new thing, many spirits came, lﬁtp
¢ presence, and all seemed to become. attached 4o hqx ,gqe
it (on earth a surgeon) undertook to cure her, &}lgz gﬁ}xgx? ,}&gh'ltﬁ,
ends of the lady, joined in the effort. Thig- ) spixit, hysician, as
6 nsserted, obtained permission from the G §§QX.‘ of his sPhere,
attend upon this lady constantly, to ghge; sion of other duties,
e attended upon, her constantl gay- “and moht for several
o ths, always magnetxzmg her. at B,bgri mtervals, elther hlmself
ﬁ sgme of his assistants. ,
P ‘many occgsions he’ brought twem;y or thlrty other spmts to
%m , particularly when she wag very ill. . In such casés they did
. cease for a moment to magnet;ze her, and thus prevent the
Shreatened ‘hemorrhage. . -
X! sglus spmt physxcm,n tells us tha.t ma.ny spzrzts are educageﬁu
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magristizers ; and their duty is to attend upon the sick. He had
prociréd all that were reqmred, they being detmled upon the du? J
Gn‘i!is request, -
At length the lady’s health grew much better, and it a,ppema,
ewndent that ¢he was likely to be rasbored to complete Liealth and -
strength. Lo
One evening, while sitting vmh the’ med;mm, we were reqm‘ra .
to open the door—and a superior &pirit, known to the family,
entered, and taking the hand of Mary, wrote out, « Mra. D.,
will get well. . I have as’ked it of my Ma‘ker T'heard him 48]
'YQS, my son.” }
~» One evening, the same lad‘y was sitting alone in her room, and.
she felt the'presence of her father, who was magnetizing her hap@
for the purpose of making her a medium; and she said aloudis
“This is you, my dear father, tiat are’ magnetizing me”-—a%
then in a few moments she said, * How strange it is that I sh .
now recall that dream I had when in the country.” ‘
In the course of the i evening, little Mary returned from 8
to one of the neighbors, and then the lady addressed her fad
through the medium. He answered her questwns, and then ad
“ And you said, my dear danghter— this is you, my desr fath
magnetizing ‘me;” &c., repeating to her, through the voice
Mary, the exect words she had used ‘when alono, and whﬁe ,
‘nshlfamhﬁmﬁm_ e S

tnember of therd ‘stel déféiégied"by pb,rents or children of the .
vidual. 'This Process is now going, on'in a vast number of cas
*The fict being known in'the spheres that there is a way 10" o
wphicate with their friends on earth, multitudes of spirits, in
’mnntry at least, are quietly and perseveringly magnetmug
 86#i# $o prodyce in them the required susceptibility. :
*“YWhen it happens, as in most cases, that the individual Vh&‘s' >
th*ug"ﬁt of feeling on the subject, and does niot even know what
¥3'to Yo's medium, the process is a long one, but not the less’
tain: An’individual who could become a medium in a week;
gl ‘in?”‘hm}a ‘with natural or well developed med;mms,
i monthi o bedome one where no circle was formed.
W 'ﬁiﬂinmnoo acase. A young lady lost her only surviy
porent. She visited a family where there was a medium ; 4
the spn‘ft“‘bfw mothei’m ‘present; and wished to speak to° ‘
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yghter. But the family, not being inclined to let any visitor
% that there was a medium among them, on accoynt of the pre-’
joes existing in the community against them, it was intended
he matter should be kept secret. So the spirit, though she
_more than twenty times over, through. the voieé of ‘the me-
privately, to be pertmtted to talk mth the young 'Ia,dy, 1t
lenied. -
t length a gentleman, an intimate of the f’a.mlly, mudvérﬁeﬁﬁy
the subject of Spiritual Manifestations, when the ymﬁg
y asked him if he believed in -such’ absurdities, and some dis-
ion arose on the subject. To maintain his point, the gentle-
g ; asked if the spirit of his father was present, and received 3
gponse, through the medium, in the affirmative. The family’

5 all mueh disconcerted, and the medium wept, and was for a
ge so discomposed that no manifestations could be made.. Bnt
that the secret was out, it was thought best to allow the splrit
k, and a circle was formed to harmoniza the: c&mpahy I\q &
mmutss, the apirit prdm&ih@n )@egﬁfty* Wmﬁa% Hhny
uestions, and promised o te]l her daughter many tﬁw on
ucceeding day. . She told her, however, at this sitling, ‘of thi’

t—and which account proved to be correct. :

~This spirit, as she subsequently declared, pereeived as’ soon 48
- daughter had sat ip a circle, that she could make a medium of
Land began at once to magnetize her for that purpose, and did
cease (except when a spirit brother of the. young lady took
rge) for some two weeks time. ‘

‘the end of this period, the young lady, who had been nefv-
y agitated for several days, went to visit the faini “1,? ughte,
re a circle was formed that evening. The ymgwyha' ot
.in the circle half an hour before her hands weré uded to make

to speak, the spmt using her vmtﬁe eusﬂy, and for Iong

young Iady was- tboroughly sbeptmal and whén she waﬁ“
strangely acted upon, and made to write and speak things

ely believe that it was a spirit acting through ‘her, but: thought
P4l bewitched, and thenceforth refused to sit again in any cirele.

This case is, however, an extmbrdxmry one. ' Very few perad,ﬁs
m mde medmms so easy. One gentleman that we knqﬁ\fv, Ba.s

h and situation of all her friends, several hundreds of xmlesb ‘

ponses and to write ; and in the course of thé’ "eVening she Was

ew nothing of, and contmry to her own volition, she would
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aat ina a circle one hundred and ﬁfﬁy times, and is not yet g6
n&iium But this also is an extraordmary case. Ina magon -
of.Instances, we have seen persons fully develol)ed in ten time é
sifting, where there are mediums in the circle and splrlts ‘desirc:
of developing them. Those who are a long time being develc»ptﬂ:i!';g
become more generally magnetic than others. Faint raps will 'bé
heard at their head-board at mght—they will feel themselves 8
touched by invisible hands, and their whale body become nervous
agitated when magnetized, instead of the hands alone. But thn% 3
mediums who are so slow of development are the best, as they ard §
more rehable The quality is not so. evanescent. The medium' A 3
alwaya n aondmon Whereas, ‘those suddenly formed, in conge. E
quence. of extreme susceptxblhty, will lose the quality from shgf!‘\ 3
illness, sleepmess, or agitation, or excitement of mind—and cops .
siderable time will elapse before the m(hvldual will be permanent y
magnetic.. - A g
We were requested on one occasion by a ‘spirit friend—one- whf \
18 constantly with us, and has been fully identified—to lay out off.
our office desk a certain sum of money in bank notes, and thég
open the window. The time fized was to be three o'clock. ’1‘%

e T

request was written to us through the medium, who was blin
&;}xmg the wntmg of ity that she mlght not know the nature of

‘ .

this m ney;, the spmt said he would pay "i .

“We Taid 'ont{hg moneyyas reclmred, and ypened the mndow*

'but the mongy was:.not moved. Tne following day we did’ tké
aame, and the third da-y we laid it out.- This time, while standi

v gnd looking at it, it was moved, being rocked back and forth, b%

:t dld not- go out of the window as it had been promised. = 3 3

g ¢ went where there was a medmm, and conversed ith, 1

' thq apmt ‘ahout it, and he said he had failed to do what he ha.d

&rt&ken,bnt that he should try till he did succeed. He said that ]

‘ lggoqld hp.ve mcwed it eagy enough in my office if he had beeir - A

5 Zﬁbpma mmmencement of a series of experiments pro ; ]
by, ﬁggints tq 869 if they could not carry a paper with a :g% ]
sagg ; moap 9 us to ghe other These attempts are still bw
mad&,,&nd, £y pronu to Pgrsevere till they succeed. . . T

This same, ggmﬂ;eﬁ ag:orrespandence with a lady in s dmm,.jl

part of the country, writing through Mary, and ‘ordering us to -3
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wind the letter by mail—the medium ‘bemg kept 1gnorant of the
odatents by magnetizing her eyes.
“When this spirit has something to say to us through the voice
the-medinm, whieh he desires to be private, he magnetizes the
 ors of the medium, and she then speaks thmgs whieh Bhe heraalf
does ‘not hear or know of.
"®mee the foregoing manuscrxpt wag prepared the wmters of
thls ‘book ‘have had a hundred fold more proofs of the reality of
#so things than all before: - By the multiplication of mediuma
f - awund them, they have daily seen some new phaso-of the mani-
ftations, until the reality could be proved in a thousand ways. -
#Binco-the-spirits have found susceptibile mediums through whom'
gj ean speak with perfect fluency, and in whose minds they.
@iald find, ready coined, the words required to express themselves,
whhave heard enough to fill many voldmes; but any thing that,
may decide to say further on’ this subject, will be reserved for’
sampre deliberate work——this cmmatmg only of the, mtnutes -Which _
Nbve been. ma&o, fwmﬁm "tqtpne in the gr@grasawf 1hi
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Deaf :S’ir——As you are a phxlosophmal gentleman, ami*t‘
searcher after truth—also interested in the subjeet of Spmtw_f
Manifestations—allow me to give you a brief sketch of sofae -
thmgs which have been my- privilege to witness. - T

* When thé Rochester mediums, abont two years ago, were at ther -
Howard House in this city, prompted with a desire to investigat®
a subject which, like everything new, meets with its objectors+
and feeling incapable of expressing an intelligent ‘opinion 'upos:
any subject without personal investigation—I tesolved to callf. §
upon them, and did so, Wxthholdmg my purpose from any humiﬁ
being.

As I entered the room—an entire stranger to all preaant«—-a sea'
was “procured for me in a.circle ‘of about twenty persons, wm
were seated around the table; ard when the opportunity of pat-

_ tn;g s;mqs was pregented ‘me, T asked the hberty of having
-yefiioved, “or” the pifpose’ of examining for myself<
remarkmg. that 1 did.not expect to detect collusion, when thowd
far wiser, my seniors in age and kmowledge, had been unabla.
to detect any. * ‘After a rigid examination, I proceeded to mquw
of the eldest sister if the spirits would communicate with e
" Wer reply was, © Ask the spirits.” Then, looking down upon the -
table, and renewing the inquiry, there came three distinet Tape, )
sigmfy’mg the affirmative. I then put several test questioms, ':
such as the following:—“Have I any children in the spifit~.
world 7’— How many P— What were their names ¥'— Havel
a parent there '—% Which 7”—“ What year did that parent’
s;mit leave the body 7’ Every question was satisfactorily amd
eorreetly answsared but the last—and I remarked to the medium.
that this ‘was not eorrect. Her reply was, she could not acconmé:
for. pemﬂ answers. be;ng either correct or incorrect. ‘But, on
my arrival home, 1 fmmd the lpmt had stated the truth, w’«h‘ F
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it insisted that- it left the body in 1844, instead of 1842, which
1 bad supposed, and urgently contended.  Certainly there cculd
be-no psychological reading of my mind here.

‘A popular speaker of the present day.remarks, -© 'I‘here is no
- ymth which has not been assailed—and the car:which leads
" truth to triumph, must pass over maryrs; that is the-doom of
- hymnanity.” * But, though truth is doomed to be oppressed, its vo-

®If was crucified for having taught frutk, and would be again,

gpew Lamb to take its sins away,)—yet it-is sorrowful to see
fhﬁ same “malignity apparent as. that which was manifested to
~one Saviour on the cross, who, while fainting with agony and

¢k Bryant— e e
e : “Tmth,cmsh’dtoemh, shall rise aga.m—- e " =
b -~ _The eternal years of G?‘l”%,a, s,
o Whﬂe Error writhds. awhile in pai'n,
*and a‘es‘aﬁia‘itﬁ*w }fpp@’rx"‘

"1‘;' IO
i Judlcmusly said by an author, that & Every person 6f sanp
pmd may be allowed to speak with confidence of whatever occurs
‘yithm the sphere of his personal observation—as it should be
bome in mind, that the results of individual experience constitute
"Ahe accumulated wisdom of the world. It is cordially conceded,
‘$hn_our own.”
s#Arguments are powerful but Sacts are all-powerful—and we

“than all the arguments the world ever produced. Negatives can,
feéts which came under our personal observation. -

+n our journey to the country last spmmer, on a four to N1~
_-agara, we stopped at Aubum, and called’ utpon the editor of a

Im»mlng we were interested in these new phenomena, the gentle-

- -l upon a parson who had. recently been developed as a speak
medmm .

uhom we were about to call, had sustained from youth a strictly

mies to be persecuted and martyrized—though eur Saviour him-

" he came once more to earth, (which looks as if it greatly needed

‘thirst, was taunted with vinegar and gall But, in the hnguage

- that the experience of athers may be fraught with a deeper interest -
“would rather have a catalogue of facts to demonstrate & problem,
_pever destroy an affirmative. 'We will proceed mWr&m a few .
“paper devoted to Spiritualism, having & little business to transact.”

- ysn: suggested that it might be a source of satisfaction tous to.

&0 our way i:ﬁnther, our gu;da mfoxmed us th,a,t the perspn 0;1:
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congistent; reltgloﬂs character, and was very highly esteemed*
by all in that town—the place of her nativity. - . - .3 1

As we entered the residence of this medium, on being intos} - §
duceéd, our hand was seized with convulsive grasp, and the ve-¢
mark made to us,—“A spmt has come w1th you, that is desiroust -
to communicate.” ‘ SIS

The spirit using the medmms organs of speech directed thast
we should read the 15th Psalm. - We -complied. - The - Psaltiyd,
commences—“ Lord, who shall abide in thy holy tabernacle®
who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly:
and speaketh the truth in his heart.- He that backbiteth not wﬁb&

his. tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a re-!

proach against his neighbor.” - - The spirit proceeded to say, that® §
we knew it in the flesh—we wére members of .the same chureli 4

in the city of New-York: that when the- spirit left the body,: #% '}
did not rise to the state of happiness it was supposed to; instead.
of which, it sunk—sunk—suik, (using the most vehewment lans,

guage,) into a dark sphere: that it could not rise till it had con~..
fessed: then reiterating, “Shall 1?-—shall 12—shall I? Yes =g

yes-—yes: whoso confesseth, shall find mercy ; whoso humbleth -
self, shall be-exalied :” then proceeded to say, that it had. injured#
me while in the flesh, (of which we were ignorant;). then added# -
“My:love of popularity caused me to sink into this-dark-sphere. < -

Wz"ihqmwé the name of the'spirit: ‘the reply was, * The spirig3
118 Yo withh it« tieme.”  Then" memory, with its rapids -
ﬂ;ghq soamd aﬁe;persaas with whom we had been acquaintedfl
" and weke deceaséd-lighting upon many, but in vain. The spititr
then said, it had beety five years and eleven months in the: spmﬂf '
world. 8till we could not recall. ' R

Tinally, the spirit, as if in a struggling surrender, gave its! .
name, and we found we had been searching after those some*

fortx years y‘ounger The spirit remarked, that it was rsheved,..,
and could xise. Coas
Aﬂowtnaoﬁew:dof commenthere, e
P -sentimshts ‘expressed by this. spmt—whmh, as well-asl

outgelf, . ws: nnkﬂewn to- all present—were not only the moaty -3

wohlarfally startling to us, but directly opposed to our wholee
thoologlc.ﬂ muning, .and what.we had been educated to beliowsi -
absurd-<having ‘been so instructed in the belief:

that the m"taof & spfmrm darkness was mevocably fixed. Wﬂ&'ﬂ ,
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- This occurrence took place i in Aubum, in-'Amgust, 1851 —and,
#& we remarked, among many persons, not or.e of whom we had
> either heard or seen before. - ° :
& ' :Journeying further west,  we were invited to spend #n evening
¢ iv-the house of a physician in the town of Dansville, to see a
t#riting medium—a stranger in the town as well as ourself..
#9A person desiring a communication froma spirit-friend, Tequest-
cﬂ; audibly, this medium to hold the pen—then mentally mvxted
#bine spirit-friend to communicate with them. :
Phe writer -asked, mentally, for a message from a. deceased
mer instead of whlch the followmg was produced —
3*‘%.,,
“My- dear mother—-I am in the happy land, with the rest of
r little ones. One by one is being taken from your happy
¥mily on earth, and added to this heavenly sphere. By-anduby,'
weshall be all re-unitsd, and enjoy-the happmess whmh m m
'wre for us: then our cucle will be mmphe. s

hppter far in'this lmdwf ‘bliss, thaa whe’n on earth wiﬁx ycu. .

" We are under the kind ‘care and guxdance of ‘our graml-_
tother, who is watching over us and instructing us, that we may
yﬁgress on’ to the state of happiness beyond. You have had a
Wwimmunication from ‘your little ones—you will have it again.”®
{®his is an allusion to a physical manifestation that - occurred
e weeks previous.) “Mourn not for your little ones as dead,
oy mother. Your children which you have lost are near “you,
watehing over you, and guiding you in the right way—-whlch is
pEppiness to us, . You wﬂl hear from us agam I wxll now close,
Yy slgnmg my name. L '

“ Your little son, N
‘ T hnzs B

1 No one present knew of my havmg a chxld in the spmt~world
orthe name of one of my children; or my owh name.

‘ldlate in the same evening, a’ ‘nephew.of ours called to accom-
PhBY us to our tempomry ‘home. ~ We requested him to ask the
‘whiting medium to hold & pen for him, and solicit 2 communi-
‘ation from some spirit-friend.: ‘With great reluctance he finally
osusented—not, however, with tmy .:onﬁdence of success. . Tho
‘ﬁd!ess was as follows:— =
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“FATHER, Ho'mnn, BROTHERS, AND SIZTER: Y
. %As you were. desirous of hearing fom yot.r son, I dmaﬁ
the following message : - o, 4
.. “With what favor I hail. thls happy day, to 1mpres& y’qm'
minds with this great truth—for such it is, and such only, Wm -'
- will you continue to disbelieve that it is your son- and breth!r
that is communicating this to you? Truly there is sometm
strange, and, as my mother said, something she could not undg,
stand ; still, if she will but look upon truths as they are befos
her, she will understand that there i is a wonderful science bqfng
made known ta the human. famlly, and they have got to a:}m
 believe that whlch may seem to them now the grossest enpt
ever made known to the human family. . .
“But, my b:others, one and all—my sister Mary, toe—-a M
for you, - I was once happy among, you—enjoying our childboo§ '3
days though you may say I shall no mpre join your numb@@
I no more your sorrows shal] know; yet, oh, yet, it is not gy "
Am I not still one of your happy number—~gu1dmg, guarding, .3
and directing you in the right way ? and I yet your songs dﬁ '
know, whether they be joy or sadness—for, brother and sister, .
I am with you. . : o g
« Would you have me, fo: a: convmcmg pmpi' speak of . m‘»gf
sickness and death, a8 .you style it?, I was stricken with the.
~ fﬁl& dzmso ﬂlat ﬁndeg* ‘my,days, while, in.my-earthly body,- by - §
Ry ApUit ‘,;;gxemnm with you. - Wme you: stood around .ugs: 3
: yflig bed, and saw my life fast ebbing away from that wgg 3
e&nh’ly body. wxdd youx-but bave seen the spirit as it ascended to 3
‘ti.e portals of bliss above, there to receive the just reward of liviugl §
and doing as we would be done by in this mortal sphere, yqtt
would have rejoiced at my departure
“And to my kind friends and acquaintance who were.  around 3
me ‘when dying, as they style it, I tender my sincere thanks:
and, regard especially to-my kind friend, Mrs, S » 1 frotly "
give it. My brother Enoch—you may truly believe 1t is' youe.
bgggmer Seth ll;p,t ig speaking with you.. Have you not yat: tiad o
f»:muq 1o be cenvmced‘l “And my brother Moses—why milg
s0 self-willed and bigoted? You will have to—thongly. -
: lsb batd.‘agamst ltu-you w111 have tor he::oniea
mdm cy z, Caved e nww s
“« My Siv md your smer E is mth me in. thzs h;m
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de, where we shall a_. be re-umited, and enjoy the happiness
;tore for ps,

2 Agaau, father, mother, brothers Moses, Frank Enoch Iames,
y » Andrew, and my sister Mary-—-I tell you ’tis your son and
er Seth which is communicating this to you, Believe it!
oie 11 will speak with you agam and will now close, by sxgnmg
Wy name. : _

& Your son and brother, : . 4
, ; ~ “BerE ——2
§ 13 Through a rapping medium in this city, the following commu-
Mnm ‘was spelled out, which I recorded at the txme, (Apnl
b2.)
'A gentleman who had lost a chlld and who dlsbeheved in the
sjgmortality of the soul, we met around a table where & circle
#rhs formed. This bereaved father said, with much emotion,
Wt, if there was anything in these rappings other than psycholo-
* g7, he desired to test it—for as such enlyihe higd, eowdswd it
& ”’I‘he alphabet was rapped{ar, a.mi tba iaanteaea apell@d Qut. v

4 DEAR FATHER :

“T am here—1I will answer questwns 1 remember the dark,
y night, when I was taken very sick, and you started after
> doctor for me. 1 was grieved to see my poor mother weep so,
.1 knew I was about to leave her, and going to a happy place;
#ad was kept back several days on account of your dreadful

mulsh
K‘Dear father—believe your hitle Lydia yet Zwes, Ioves, and

A ¥ 'fhe child then rapped, that when the spmt left thabody,

3 %s five years and eight months old—which*was. asserted to be
i Eoprect by the patent, who was a stranger‘to all‘present.
: "n the same occasion, a gentleman recewed a commumcatmn
; glphabet to this effect :-— : ~

W%When you come mth the three who appomted you to test
& rappings, we will communicate more.” A

j m’&ihe person to whom this. was addressed, was roquested by
£ one of the company to explam, but he declined—admitting, how—
’; Q?el', that there was, to say the least, methed in his commumcao
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tion.. Spme one present remarked, that the gentleman was pm
bably a clergyman, and possxbly had reasons for w:thhol 1]
hhis opinion ; when he inquired Why he was taken for. a clerg
man. The opinion of all was unanimously expressed in the behef
that he was a clergyman; but the reply was, “I neither de'
nor admit anythmg ? A spirit rapped out, « That gentlé,f'“'
married me.” The inquiry was then put to the spmt w Wea-
you his wife?”" and the reply was, “No.”- ‘
I might present many more occurrences of the same kmd ha.d.’"
I time——which shall be reserved for the future, B
‘With all kindness to those who require the same evidenee’ aml
tests I have received, let me ask them to examine for themselvas, ;
“It willnot do coolly to condemn a thing as absurd, s:mpl}nﬁﬁ-\,
cause it is new, or strange, or startling, No one has a right 1o
‘take the position of a disbeliever in relation to any proposed -
covery or principle, unless he has thoroughly proved it to be falss, 3
‘No man’s opinion is worth anything, unless it is the result-of -
investigation, and has truth for its basis.” - . e
It is easy to scoff and sneer, and cry, #“ Fanaticism ! whenever
a person comes forward with a new idea or new project for the :
professed benefit of the human race; but it is not always . as easy
to show that it is unphlloscphlcal untrue or 1mpract1cable How
much more becommg it is to investigate for ourselves, and thén..
We may ,stapd erect, and ‘conitend against the mﬂux of error &
ﬁ? gbe g}gg o5 ¢ of i nary dreamer& “We need not fear be
5 modrmgs of safety by such a process. Invedh
;gatlon w:ll anchor us in trith, and take from our sails a littgof-.
‘the wind of self-concelt and prejudice, and which effectually puh
an embargo upon human progress and improvement. *Pro¥ -
-all things, and hold fast that which is good.” = * Are they net:all
aminjstering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who shallﬁb
heirs of salvation?’ A clerical gentleman says upon the su
4 Jt.is ong of the most beautiful doctrines ever inculcated, Qnt ‘
‘there are noble essences in heaven,’ that bear a friendly re 3
unto their friendly natures on the earrh. It is indeed one of t'bq :
finest 1&’eas ever ‘cpnceived, that we are not placed here in’entire .
rehance uipon oyr strength—poor, forlorn wanderers, with no guids
; avg_}me‘ sugge’stwn,s of our corrupt nature—but that we hava "
each a ggar&aan spmt, whose 'kindly counsels attend us on‘m"

pﬂgrw&?& PR
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t#:The argument for such'a theory seems at least plausible ; and,
§f there is a gradual scale of ascension in the order of being, “from
4he brutes to angels,” such an essence may form the connecting
dink ; and who shall say that such beings do not exist; though
;e of the thousand muysteries that envelope our being? Life
4teelf is a wonder, full of inexplicable mysteiies. Our very exist-
‘ence is a mystery—and who shall fathom the immortal soul?
‘who shall resolve its sympathies, and trace home its mysterious
‘connection’ with the body? Since,” then, our nature and being
are so inseparable, is the theory we dre considering startling
“to reason? Surely, if Dr. Johnson, Sir Thomas Browne, and
‘ether’ great and wise men, have believed in the appearance of
ghosts, apparitions, and other strange sights, we may indulge a
elief so fraught with pleasure and consolation, upon the evidence
- of our senses, with tests which cannot be doubted
- How beautiful and sublime the thought, that the departed
"spirits of our friends and relatives are: perxmtted to re-visit the
earth, and mingle their sympathies with the objeet 8f thieir affec-
tion! When we think of the anguish of parting with those we
tenderly love—of looking for the last time upon the face which
has smiled away our cares—how gladly do we cling to the idea
of their returning to soothe our distress, and lend their invisible
“influence to bind the bruised heart! Such a belief softens the
“bitterness of separation, beguiles death of its sting, and causes
#the desert to blossom as the rose.” How painful the thought,
“¢hat the forms that have insensibly entwined themselves about
- s, until they have become linked with our being, must be torn -
‘away and wedded with the dust!—that the eye which beamed
“upon us with tenderness unutterable, must become dim in death,
' and the voice whose music hath so often stilled the achidg heart,
b must follow its last farewell! But more chilling is the thought,
- “that the loves, and friendships, and all other endearments which
‘lend a charm to existence, must perish with the hearls last throb!
‘But, if thou canst believe that the love once so fond, faded not
‘with life’s taper, but even now “softly trembles with a pulse as
. true as’ thine,”—that the friend once warm and pure, is still sym-
- pathizing in thy joys and woes,—cling to the hope—woo it to thy
~soul ! Art thou an orphan, weeping for an affectionate parent ?—
‘Dry_thy tears; hush the sobbings of thy heart. She whose
‘love "thou hast thought lost to thee forever—thy fond mother—
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is near  thee, ‘watching thine every step with an affection that .
never shimbers, whispering words of consolation in thine ear, and -
smoothing thy rugged path. Art thou a husband, whose widow
ed head is lamenting the tender partner of thy bosom ?—Ceass §
thy complaint. The love een here so pure, now etherealmed‘:}
and .freed from all earthly alloy, is with thee in thy sogoummgs. ]
List what it says: 4

“Near thee, still near thee ltrust thy soul’s deap dreammg-—- Sy
Ob, love is not an earthly rose, to die! K

Even when I soar where fiery stars are beaming, © . .,

‘Thine jmage wanders with me through the sky.” ‘

Friend W.—Please excuse my random remarks, and beliéia
e, ; : i

Yours, in sympathy, , 4
‘ R. 8. B... 3}

‘New-Yorg, May, 1852,

T e o o
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