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actually methodised no as to spell out replies to questions, involving in some in­
stances, it is said, replies to the thought of an inquirer! “ Thought-reading is 
a power possessed by man, and may be brought out by magnetic action in very 
broad relief, as the experience of medical mesmerists frequently demonstrates. 
If we reject testimony from those who conscientiously investigate any science or 
art, we shall not be able to advance far in the pursuit of that subject. The 
astronomer gives us an almanack, the result of laborious application; we accept hit 
conclusions as correct in the main, without expecting that every man should work 
out each calculation ; and in the most abstruse science which the mind of mankind 
to-day grapples, correct conclusions will seldom be jumped at by investigators 
who imagine their own common sense, their fixed opinion, is the standard of 
immutable tenth. If the present di-pensation is in advance of the ancient Jewish 
economy, is it unreasonable or unscriptural to “ ask” and expect to receive so 
much of spiritual power as was accorded to the ancient Seer of Israel ?

To one who had some years since manifested a disposition to bestow the cura­
tive influences of magnetism,* we wrote.

HU strong desire was then to bless.
To cheek ihe mass o f wretchedness—

Uesul s he luped to see.

Those two when join'd in heart and hand.
As portion of th' heroic band 

Daring to pioneer.
Had sorely Laboured not in rain.
Had gain'd such vict'rj over pain.

As Israel's ancient sser.

The genuine leaders of these days 
Are greater than Archimedes

Their fulcrum Sods a place.
When mighty truths ere free Is git'n.
The mightiest rocks srs quk klf riv n.

And scarcely leave s  trace.

T ru th  is necessarily indestructible, since it corresponds with everything in the 
universe, which if true ; with the experience of alt c! me*, ard  every age. The 
savage paddles in his can o t; the civilised man of to-day swiftly eveases the 
A tlantic in a noble steam -frigate; the m b s  law of grasitatian operates an h e itlf  
of each. When Saul sought his aeses, be went to the seer Sesswei. When 
Pharaoh was commissioned to mitigate the horrors of a  seven jeers famine, he 
was instructed through the instrumentality of Joseph. When IVUhairar was 
troubled by the hand-w riting on the wail, he was prepared by the tcstissewy sf 
Daniel to expect the fearful tria l lores hid-/wed.

In  every age, aad every varying d im e, seen seem te Wok I r ,  to expect le 
realize, the possibility of some gleams of mteCigeoce beaming  upen the met trial 
from th e  spiritual w orld ; hot now it may be t a i l —

The days ad k s w i i r s  ars pus* ; 
Light, iis tsj light has cease at last.

M d s r t  w*h ear 
by the esgna sf the

T h e  spiritual work! seem* to he brought ta 
cemdiuun ; and , startled from then  owl-bke *1 
the  w rie s t sceptics seg-a sbghtly to U u ; '  
listen far “  the  still small vesee,” wl |

There is a  sneritosl s s r X m d  aaam KJSOW k . They W ’
F ather o f spieitv We “ — i----- ^  1 V * 1

Dr W antci ,  -4



All nature n vocal with prayer and praUe; (lie recognition of HIM In wlumi 
“ we live arid move and have oar b e in g a *  ev<-n the Athenian poet* said. Man 
ii a itoliler creature than lie known, ha* power* far beyond what he realize*.

"  I hold n middle ra n k  'tw fx t e a r th  and heaven ,
On the laa t verge of m orta l being a tan d  ;

Jovt  on the |,o ln t where angel* have th e ir  b ir th  —
Ju«t on the confine* of the * |/lrlt-l#nd.

The chain  of he Inc I* com plete in m e ­
in me I* m alle i'*  la* t gra 'l-ilion  lout,

And the next atep in » p lr it—J je lt / ."

“  Yir*, in my *plrit doe* T hy  *r/lrlt *hln»,
A f thine* the tunheam  in  a  drop  o f dew ."

Ye*, man claim* kindred in hi* prevent tfale, moral I v and Intellectually, with 
the bi(rhe*t Intelligence* of the heavenly host; and therefore, when somewhat 
cleansed from the thick day of mammon-worship, which to universally degrad-s 
are! det let him, It may be possible to bold dose corn mo nit ion fora abort time 
*ith higher intelligence*. “  Angel* are ministering spirit*, sent to minister," 
Mod »pirjtfjally-minded rnen realize the pre tence  of (rood and evil angels, a* 
tccomptiiyii.g man while he sojourn* upon earth, and suggesting thoughts, »«* 
pntwM, hopes, am] (ears, in a manner too subtle f«f the cognizance of hi* ex- 
ternsi *en»e* HI. all we then be justified in rejecting all hornan testimony* pointing 
In tl»e possibility of disembodied spirit* making their pretence manifest to the
s. ttentl semes of a living man ? Kven hy an audible “  rap," which appear* to 
U the lowest, tl>e (lowest mean* of communication tb-y employ,

Mr. Heeel.ev, br-dlier of Mr*. H. II. Stowe, the celebrated authoress of 
“ I re;* Tom’* Cabin," says, in the preface to a recent publication entitled

K-i,e» of the halri'.oal Hanife«‘allotu»,"— " 'I  he public mind in America I* fast 
down ir. t!>e l<e!ief tr.at the facta aref'octi, arid tlrat tire r/nly question it 

low xr* they lo b e  accounted for ?
14II.) State m'*t of Geo. WtlMe, Us*fatter, S .  Y. Condeneed, Caproo 

•r/i l.xrr .<:• Hivt'/rr, etc., pp. M—.Vi. Took p.a/.e in the summer of I f d.
•• Al! which I «hxi! relate a» dtcr.'- : from those sc .r,d« wax In the presence or,!y 

of my frier, t Mr. and Mr«. Post, my*elf, and the little girl spoken of. A* what
t. c * * all p irpirted to be from my father, I will tax that hi* name was William 
WiHet*, a merrier of the Soc iety ot Frier.-!*, wi'iely known at Vi est terry, f„ I., 
•bent U litwl anti I r.ex- » *ty yeart of age, and subseqaewtly at Skeneateles, 
Owxdaga r.'. .r.ty, •here tie d.*'! in HMf. The communication by sound* ttien 
■-■* '** to say, that it waa my father that wa* present and talking with me, and 
- . . .  were roewaated at the fi**t Interview. In saying to roe what b it  
e.ar n>. •*», I' »Jw*y* attained to adrim, but never to die'are. He *al>] that It 
•a* so* hew* for u» M ro to Mibigaw, are! gave various reit/ci*.

■■ I iker, take-! wf a t »  « l o t  t* do. The t 'n s e r  then w a s , '  Conte to  K o d ^ s te r , ' 
I ej (W  I knew of no beolnes* tha t I «**M do in Hoehewer. T he sounds 
•Set, ‘ I Will fed the* when tbw* cowr.-S.’ I asked If I m ight know r«ow, T he 
•newer — Vo. 'b a t I c . l  »o« need arty boeir,- .«  nntil I came, and then  ho 
••m i teii no. 7>e sound* then sa t!, th a t a*’-  - a no te it would he le s t  for me 
i* Say e a s t brc '.  I sefc.-* •  > ere, 7 b* "  ■ i!.** spehed o*rt the ram e of a
mm w: m m  w *  pe-wen* knew, and •» I tCat he ow n 'd  fifty t e n  of land on 
• .  * O /  'ho erty, and se,-. * dw tarc* from th e  centre of th e  ej»y ;

I ask 'd  the price th a t wo*Id he asked. T he 
hy three of an— awe hundred and fifty time* In 
r a f  4* :*** per a e re th a t wonJd he ankeri. T h e  

r  go the n es t day a*d aee if »has was «o, and snhl 
m  mMd ten s ’tk e k ,  Chowgh w* m ight look for hens I

I Wofcad in ths D ireetsey, and there h a a d  th e  name which 
awl to wt, aad went to  hw residence a t seven Vrtoek, and was
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ut after talking with him five or six minutes, looked at the time, ami it was seven 
minutes past ten ! This person said that he owned fifty acres of land on the 
street told us by the sounds, nnd that he would sell any part. When I asked 
him the urice, he showed me a map, with the price of each lot marked, and taking 
the number of acres, said by the sounds to be best to buy, und averaging the 
price, it was the price told us within six cents per acre.

“  The 1st of December, 1848, I moved from Waterloo to Rochester. A few 
days after getting here, the little girl spoken of came round to our house and said 
that the ‘ Spirit ’ had directed her to come, for what purpose she did not know ; 
we inquired what it was, and this was the communication: ‘ 1 told thee if thee 
would come to llochester, 1 would tell thee where thee could find employment; 
in four days from this time I will tell thee.’

“  The four days went by, and again, without solicitation, and without thinking 
the time was up, the little girl came. The communication was, ‘ Apply to 
Wrilliam Wiley, Superintendent of the Auburn and Rochester Railroad, to­
morrow at two o’clock, at his office, for a situation, and thee will have one before 
this week is out. (This was Thursday.) I was a stranger to Mr. Wiley, and I 
called on Mr. Post, and told him the direction, and asked him if the next day he 
would go with me. That evening, he happening to be at the depot, inquired if 
Mr. Wiley was at home, and was told that he was in Boston, and by a letter 
ju st received, would not be at home till Friday night. I was told by the 
sounds on Wednesday to apply on Thursday, ut two o’clock. Thursday, at half­
past one, instead of going to the railroad olfice, I went round where these sounds 
were heard, and said, ‘ How is this ? 1 am told to apply to William Wiley, and
he is in Boston.’ The sounds said, ‘ Go to his office, now he is there.’ I called 
for M r. Post, and walked immediately there and found Mr. Wiley in his office. 
H e said that he hud returned sooner than he expected to when he wrote the letter. 
M r, Post said that I was a relative of his and wished employment, and Mr. 
Wiley replied that they were all full, with abundant applications, and could give 
no encouragement whatever. We walked back, thinking deeply, and i again 
went where the sounds were heard. I inquired, ‘ How is this:’ Mr. Wiley has 
no place for tne.’ The answer was, ‘ Thee will have a place on the cars, and 
will know it before the week is out.’

“  On Saturday night, at dark, I met Mr. Post, and he asked if I had heard 
anything from Mr. Wiley. I replied, 1 Not a word.’ At eight o’clock on that 
same evening Mr. Post called at my house, and said that Mr. Wiley had just 
been to bis store, and said that he had a place for me, and wished me to call at 
his office on Monday morning. As Mr. Wiley did not tell me what place 1 was 
to fill, I  again asked the sounds what it was; and they said it was to go as 
baggage-master between this place and Auburn. On Sunday morning 1 wrote 
to my friend James Truman of Waterloo, stating that I should pass through 
thut place on Monday following, in the capacity above stated—before 1 knew 
from  Mr. Wiley what place he wanted me to fill, and he can probably testily to 
that fact. One month after I had been running on the cars, I learned that the 
person whose place I took had done things worthy of a dismissal previous to 
my being directed to make application, and which did not come to Mr. Wiley’s 
uotice till the day on which I received the appointment. These tilings have 
only been known to u few friends; you and the world now have them. 1 have 
many communications penned down at the time they were received, purporting 
to be from my father, ail of the most elevating character, inciting me to goodness, 
purity, and honesty of heart, and ever pointing to the endless progression of 
man. In conclusion, I may say that I huve examined the matter attentively for 
one year nnd a half, and have abundant opportunities to do so, and am prepared 
to say, although the sounds may cease to-day, and never be heard agnin, they 
have displayed a remarkable degree of intelligence, and were not made by any 
person visible to us.

“ G eorge W illets.

“  Some may ask how these communications arc obtained. I auswer in various 
ways, but usually by knocks or raps on the table, walls, or floor.
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“ Three rnps thus —rap, rap, rap , signify nn affirmative. A ■iin,le rn >> 
negntive.

“ The alphabet is repeateil slowly, ami the rap* ar«* given when the ri 
letter is reached. T im s, by calling the alphabet several t iui-s, a u or<l i« • >l>t allied, 
and thus by degrees sentences are spelled out. My practice this If done mu< li 
more rapidly than ona would 'it tir t ba It 1
tipping! of the tablo sro sabstttutod for i clng otherw ise the
same. Resides this, there are writing mediums, wnose hand* are  made U* 
without their will, to write out communications, purporting to b«l from !< j .«rt< I 
spirits.

“ Also, there are speaking medium!, whoM * o n l  organ- are w ed I 
will, to utter communieations from deceased sp irit-.”

If the evidence were deemed conclusive, that theso communieations come from 
the spiritual world—were this hypothesis established to dem onstration, the only 
great gain we at present can see flowing from its general r< cognition, nppc ir- in 
the conversion from scepticism to knowledge of a future state of !>< mg, of u.ai \ 
who are now disposed to say, “  Shall the dead live again ?*”

As to any information which may be deriveil from such channels, lot it ever 
be received with extrem e caution. Those who would reject the t< aching* of the 
Divine word, and ow n sedulously to regard the lea P
for such miserable guides as these, will surely in the end •* li*- down in sorrow.” 

All these communications, whether by “  rapping,” through writing m td lw n i, 
or the dictum of clairvoyance, are surrounded with so many elements of mistake, 
the laws whieh govern are so little and that they are not always
correct. If truthfully given, not ever truthfully interpreted. C’ould a few non  
obtain correct information with regard to mart or funded transaction*,
these would obviously be able to control the resources of the s ta te : we believe 
there is but one instnnee of this kind recorded in the history of the world. I lie 
relative position between monarch and people of a most powerful kingdom was 
once changed in this manner by Joseph on behalf of Pharaoh.

Some years since various and conflicting statem ents were p o b lla b e d  as to the 
whereabout and return of Sir John  Franklin , said to be th •* dictum of c la ir­
voyance, and some statements, not published, with regard to him emanated 
from a spirit-rapping communication some months ago. Some of these the event 
proved most notoriously untrue. The writer never knew a ease of clairvoyant- 
examination yet, which, honestly sifted and fairly related, did not contain some 
grains of error—something not t ru e —althoughalw ays mixed with extraordinary 
statements, which could be verified by the experience of the listeners. Much 
of this is thought-reading, ami there is a mass of evidence perfectly conclusive, 
that thought may be read, without being vocally expressed, even by persons 
in the perfectly waking state , who never heard of mesmerism or kindred subjects.

In these investigations, the replies given are deeply tinged with the cast of 
thought, temper, and spirit of the in q u ire rs ; with the opinions, view*, and 
feelings of each medium. To render such researches of much practical value, 
for ordinary guidance in the affairs of every-day life, the information obtained 
should be reduced to a  mathematical accuracy, that we might depend upon its 
correctness. We have traced the gravest errors, the most egregious mis­
direction, on the part of three—the three most vaunted clairvoyants in 
England—involving serious detriment to the health, and tending to shorten 
the lives of the ladies and gentleman who gave up for a short time their 
waking judgment, and the teachings of intelligent experience, to be led fi>r 
a season by such blind guides. W hat is already known to one party engaged 
in the investigation will he correctly stated by the clairvoyant; wlial i* 
strongly desired by an inquirer will often be broadly stated by the clairvoyant; 
and thus confidence is for the moment established, and parties are induced to 
follow on, like men on the moors, who chase an ignis tatuus, or “  Will-of-thi - 
wisp,” until they find themselves sinking deep into the thick mire of a dark bog.

There generally appear some gleams of tru th , some wonderful flashes of 
extraordinary intelligence, with liability to error and misdirection, tha t render 
the practical utility as means of present guidance very doubtful. Man, in his
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present comlitiou, cannot bear very close or louu: continued intercourse with 
the “  spirit-world,”  without becoming disqualified for the ordinary duties of 
life ; and it is dangerous to seek occult knowledges where the mind has not 
been prepared, in a child-like and docile spirit, to receive them, lest it should be, 
as it has been with others, that

Ho contemplated the unseen,
Until the visible, I ween.

Was veiled from normal sight.

The thoughts may dwell upon what to man in his present condition are hut 
shadows, until the visible objects which surround him lose their power of pro­
ducing, through the ordinary medium of his senses, the consciousness of their 
presence, and of their normal relations upon his mind. And the danger of this 
undesirable phenomenon is greatly increased, where social ties do not bind the 
man to earth, and social joys bring back his desires and affections to every-day 
life.

Magnetic pursuits peculiarly lead men to intense and unrelieved thought, 
upon the abstruse analogies of the spiritual, moral, intellectual, and physical 
laws which have relation to our ‘‘ fearful” and “ wonderful” constitution. All 
these laws are the laws of Infinite Wisdom ; are sustained and momently enforced by 
Omniscient power. In deep humility and tre.mbling awe, surely it is safe to seek to 
be led by the leadings of Providence, line upon line, and precept upon precept, into 
closer, deeper, and more intimate knowledge—as each mind is able to bear an 
afllux of light, and remembering that all agencies are under the supreme control 
of “  our Father, we will not fear the power of any adversary,” while every 
research is made in simple faith, and with a single eye to the glory of God. 
Thus, while we feel and know, by the experience of years, that man can heal 
the sick to-day by the manifested action of faith and love in the form of “ a pass,” 
and read of Christ telling his disciples to “ Go, heal the sick,” we regard as a 
trick of priestcraft—a desperate effort to sustain by fraud time-honoured abuses 
on the part of men, who “ love darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil,”—much that has been said and written to prevent men from availing 
themselves of that “ good g ift” —“ the gift of healing.”

Tltomns Hamid, Printer, Silvot Street} Fa Iron Square, London.


