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Introductory Note. —This pamphlet is not given to the public as a new
revelation from heaven, challenging the attention and belief of mankind;
nor yet as a theological or scientific treatise, inviting the criticism of schol-

ars and divines; but it is simply a fraternal letter, called forth in the dis-

charge of what has appeared to be a Christian duty, resulting from personal

exigences (unusual, though they may be) in the private life and experi-

ence of two humble members of a Christian church. It has been thought
proper by them to put it in print, —first, that each of their fellow-members

in the church may have the opportunity of a more careful acquaintance

with its contents than would otherwise be practicable; secondly, to gratify

the desires of numerous friends who, having known somewhat of the mat-

ters therein referred to, have solicited copies ; and lastly, to afford to any

others who may wish to learn of "the wonderful works of God," which are

transpiring in this "latter day, 5 ' the benefit of the experience and conclu-

sions which are therein set forth. This letter has been prepared neces-

sarily with much haste, and in such fragments of time as could be secluded

in the midst of most pressing and laborious occupations; but imperfect as it

is, the offering is gratefully laid upon the altar of Progressive Truth. The
result is left in the hands of Him who has sometimes seen fit to choose "the

foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and the weak things of

the world to confound the mighty."

A few words of explanation will show the occasion and appositeness of

the title

—

"The 'Ministry of Angels' Realized" —which has been pre-

fixed to this Letter. A short time previous to the writing of it, the Rev.

Mr. Pond, Pastor of the Edwards Church, in the ordinary course of his

duties, and without any suggestion from the writers, (but very much to

their surprise as well as gratification,) preached a discourse from Hebrews

1 : 14, in which he presented in a very clear and interesting light the com-

mon doctrine of the " Ministry of Angels," as theoretically held by the

Christian world —going so far, even, as to advocate with much force the

belief that our departed friends become, in the spirit-world, angels or mes-

sengers of God, to minister unto us. With him, however, it appeared to

be a merely speculative conviction, resting chiefly on evidences furnished

to the world eighteen hundred years ago. The authors of this letter simply

claim to have realized, in most joyful experience, the truth of what was

thus taught, in theory, by their "regularly constituted" and orthodox spirit-

ual guide.

Boston, May, 1853.

[Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1853, by A. E. Newton,
in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of Massachusetts.]

PRINT WD BY GEO. K. SNOW, 5 WASHINGTONST.
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LETTER

To the Members of the Edwards Congregational Church, Boston 1

Dear Brothers and Sisters :

The undersigned are induced to intrude themselves upon your
attention in this extraordinary manner, in consequence of a series of
most extraordinary events and experiences, to which, in the provi-
dence of God, they have recently been called, and which, they con-
ceive, lay upon them the burden of an unusual duty.

Our 'manner of life' from the time when we became connected
with you in Church relationship, is known to you all,— to some of
you it is known for a much longer period, —'that after the most
straitest sect of our religion we have lived' Orthodox Congre-
gationalists. When we sought to be received into your fellow-

ship, it was from the sincere desirej as expressed at the time, to

render ourselves more useful in the kingdom of Christ, and thus
to attain higher degrees of advancement in spiritual life ; though
we wish not to be understood as claiming any special purity of
motive in this respect. When we assented to your creed, it was
with sincerity and cordiality, believing it to embrace a very accu-
rate epitome of the Christian Faith, according to the light we
then had. And we had little expectation, at that time, that any
further light would dawn upon us or the world, while we should
remain in the body.

But we feel bound to make known to you, that it has pleased
the Father of Lights, 'from whom cometh down every good and
perfect gift,' within the past few months, to shed a new and glo-

rious light upon our pathway, and to open our eyes to clearer and
higher perceptions of His truth, His wisdom, and His wonder-
working providence. This has been done in a manner most un-
expected to us, and, in latter times, most extraordinary; but it

has been attended with such convincing and overwhelming proofs,

as to leave, in our minds, after a most deliberate and searching
investigation, no possible question as to its heavenly origin. As
we have freely received, we feel bound freely to give ; and we can-
not be 'disobedient to the heavenly vision,' without rejecting the
most positive convictions of truth ever formed in our minds, and
resisting the clearest obligations of duty ever felt by our con-
sciences.

Aware of the sensitiveness usually felt in our denomination,
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respecting any variation from the commonly received standards of
faith, and holding no truths which we desire to conceal, and none
in which you are not equally concerned with ourselves, we have
judged it proper, in Christian frankness and confidence, to lay
before you a concise and truthful statement of the position in
which we now find ourselves, and of the wonderful. means through
which we have been brought to it. Such a statement we feel to

be due to ourselves, in order that we may not be held respon-
sible for views which we no longer entertain : and also due to
you, that you may not be considered as endorsing the orthodoxy
of our present convictions, should you fail to be convinced of their
truth.

Wethen invite your candid attention to a brief narrative of ob-
servation and experience.

Upwards of two years since, we were induced, by the solicit-

ation of an esteemed and intelligent friend, to witness for our-
selves, certain extraordinary phenomena, which he believed were
produced by the agency of disembodied spirits —alleging that he
had received convincing proofs of the presence and ability to com-
municate of personal friends who had been long in the spirit- world.
Wecomplied with the solicitation, from the conviction that it was
neither manly nor Christian to refuse to investigate a subject fraught
with consequences of such interest and importance to every human
being. 'Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good^ (1
Thess. 5: 21,) is a maxim sanctioned equally by common sense
and Divine authority. There seemed to be nothing absurd or im-
possible in the supposition, since it was the almost universal sen-
timent of Christendom, not only that angels are 'ministering
spirits' to human beings in the body, (Heb. 1 : 14,) —having
'charge over them in all their ways,' (Ps. 91 : 11, 12,) and 'en-

camping round about to deliver them,' (Ps. 34 : 7,) —but that
our departed friends, also, having become 'as the angels,' (Matt.
22 : 30) are among that 'great cloud of witnesses' who 'encom-
pass us about,' (Heb. 12 : 1,) watching over us with undiminished
love, and endeavoring to lead us upward toward the realms of
purity and bliss. That they should wish to make us sensible of
their presence and love, that we might more fully realize the
benefits of their ministration, seemed extremely probable ; and
that the means of gratifying this wish might be granted them in

this latter day, when advancement seems to be the order of God's
providence in every department of human interest, appeared by
no means impossible.

The results, however, of this investigation, at that time, were
(for reasons then not apparent, but which have since been
made plain to us) far from satisfactory. Though we witnessed
some striking evidences of invisible intelligent agency, there was
nothing by which this agency could be positively identified ; and
the conclusion seemed most in accordance with our previous opin-

ions, that if any agency beyond that of human beings was con-

cerned, it was that of evil and seducing spirits.
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Some months subsequently to this, we were led again to at-

tempt the investigation, under circumstances more favorable to

arriving at a satisfactory conclusion. At this time, public atten-
tion was beginning to be turned somewhat extensively to the
subject, and many were yielding credence to these marvels, as the
precursors or attestations of a new dispensation of divine truth.

Wefelt that if these things were from the Spirit of Evil, that fact

could and ought to be ascertained and exposed ; and that it did
not become those who profess to have had their minds enlightened,
and their spiritual perceptions quickened to discern between truth
and error, between evil and good, to sit by with folded hands, and
not attempt to rescue from this»new 'snare of the devil,

7 those
who were being 'taken captive by him at his will.' It must first,

however, be proved tobe a snare of the devil, lest, in our efforts at

rescue, we should 'be found even to fight against God' (Acts 5: 39.)
This proof could not be obtained without a candid personal exami-
nation, and such we resolved to make, as the only basis of a rational

conviction.

The results of the first interview were of the most surprising,

yea, astounding character. An intelligence, claiming to be the
spirit of a venerated parent, who had long since passed within the
veil, manifested its presence, and addressed to one of us a com-
munication glowing with parental affection, and breathing the
very spirit of the upper realm. This was accompanied by the
statement of a number of facts pertaining to his earthly life, none
of which, we were fully satisfied, could have been known to any
person bodily present, except the inquirer, and some of them un-
known even to him. Although the investigation had been ap-
proached with minds on the alert, and perceptions sharpened, to

detect collusion, imposture, deception, or diabolism in any of its

forms, no trace of them could be perceived ; all was conducted
with evident frankness and candor, on the part of those con-
cerned ; and no solution of the mystery was then arrived at, and
no adequate one has since been offered, which does not recognize
the agency of invisible intelligent beings. A trumpet-blast from
the clouds could scarcely have been more startling to our pre-

judices and unbelief, than was that message from the hidden
world. For days it seemed as if a voice from heaven was indeed
ringing in our astonished ears, and never were our souls more
deeply stirred than by that solemn exhortation to 'lead a life of
holiness and sobriety on earth,' that we might receive the 'crown
of glory' and the Divine benediction when we should enter upon
the life to come.

As may be well supposed, the interest awakened by this occur-
rence, was sufficient to lead to a further investigation. But a
truth so novel and startling could not at once be received, however
demonstrative and convincing the evidence on which it rested. Nor
was it until evidence had accumulated upon evidence, and proof
become piled upon proof —not until manifestations of the most
marvelous character had been repeatedly witnessed, under a great
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variety of circumstances, and notwithstanding the application of
every conceivable test, —that we could consent to acknowledge,
even to ourselves, a belief in the agency of spiritual beings. That
belief, however, in spite of prejudice and skepticism —in spite of
the general cry of 'humbug' and 'imposture' —in spite of all

attempts of 'scientific men' to explain the marvels on the basis of
materialism, (which explanations we found to be in every case
wholly inadequate to account for what we witnessed)— that belief

became at length forced upon our minds by irresistible evidence.
But the question still pressed upon us, Who were these invis-

ible beings ? and what their character and designs? They claimed
to be the spirits of departed human beings —some of them insisted
that they were our relatives and friends, who had thrown off the
mortal tenement, and arisen to a higher form of life —and they
furnished most startling and inexplicable proofs of their identity.
They professed to be thus manifesting themselves to our outward
senses, for the purest and holiest of purposes —to re-awaken long
buried affection, and cause the conscious re-union of our hearts
with the 'loved and lost', who indeed were not lost, but ever
watching around us—to dissipate the clouds of fear, and ignor-
ance, and doubt, which hangover the portals of the tomb —to
quicken our faith in the realities of the unseen world, and the
glories that there await the earnest seeker for truth and goodness,
—and to proclaim the speedy coming on earth of that glorious
promised day, when 'the face of the covering cast over all people,
and the veil that is spread over all nations,' shall be removed ;

when 'death shall be swallowed up in victory,' and 'the tears
wiped away from all faces.' (Isa. 25 : 7, 8.)

Were they what they claimed to be, or were they deceivers?
Were they good spirits, or evil? Or were there both good and
evil? Some people were ready to decide at once, that, if spirits,

they must be evil, and therefore wholly to be avoided. But this

was a condemnation without a trial. The injunction of the Apos-
tle is, —and it was now seen to have an application before un-
thought of, —not to reject them altogether, but to Hry the spirits

whether they be of God.' (1 John 4 : 1.) This certainly implies
that some are of God, and some not. And surely, if any depend-
ence could be placed upon the representations of the scriptures on
the subject, we are surrounded and watched over by ministers of
good as truly as of evil ; and why should the former, whose duty
it is to have 'charge over us in all our ways,' neglect to interfere,

and warn us of, and save us from, the machinations of the latter ?

To suppose they were not allowed to do so, would be inconsistent

with the goodness and the promises of God.
But some will ask at the outset, Is not all converse with spirits for-

bidden by the Deity ? Wereply that we know no evidence of such
prohibition, except as regards evil or undeveloped spirits, and with
such we have no desire for intercourse. If the prohibitions given
through Moses, included good as well as evil, then they were
transgressed by Moses himself, —for, did he not talk with the
'angel at the bush' ? (Acts 7 : 30.) And did he not receive the
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law 'by the ministration of angels,' (Heb. 2 : 2. Acts 7 : 53,)
spending forty days with them in the mount] (Ex.24: 18.)

It was transgressed also by Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, Ezekiel,

Daniel, and doubtless all the prophets, for do they not describe

their interviews with spiritual beings, sometimes terming them
'men,' and again 'angels of the Lord '?* (1 Sam. 3. Isa. 6.

1 Kings 19 : 5, 7, 11. Eze. 40 : 3. Dan. 8 : 16. 9 : 21. 10:

5, 16. 12 : 6, 7.) It was transgressed, too, by Christ, at the
transfiguration (Luke 9 : 30.), and by the apostles and others in

numerous instances. (Acts 1: 10. 10: 3. 11: 12. 12: 7,8.
16: 9.) And lastly, John the Revela tor wrote the whole book of

the Apocalypse, under the direction and inspiration of an 'angel,'

who at the end announced himself to be 'one of his brethren the

prophets.' (Rev. 22: 9.)

It was thus evidently our duty not to condemn or avoid all indis-

criminately, but to distinguish between them. Moreover, the
rule by which they were to be tried was given, both by the Apos-
tle and by Christ. 'Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh, is of God. 5

(1 John 4 : 2.) 'By their

fruits shall ye know them. (Matt. 7 : 20.) Having thus the tests

put into our hands, with the all-sufficient promise, 'If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth unto all men liberally,

and it shall be given you,' (Jas. 1 : 5.) why should we refrain

from applying them 1

The most favorable opportunities were offered us for making this

investigation ; and they were carefully and prayerfully improved.
For several successive months did we continue to apply to what
was transpiring under our notice, through the mediumship of others,
the keenest powers of observation, and the highest exercise of
moral perception, which have been granted us —ever seeking aid

and light from Him who has said, 'Ask, and ye shall receive.'

At length these intelligences from another sphere began to

manifest themselves to us, in a manner most unlooked-for, and di-

verse from anything we had elsewhere witnessed, in the quietness
and seclusion of our own home, and without the intervention of
any other person. From small and gentle beginnings, they have
gone forward as we were able to bear the increasing light, to give
greater and higher and clearer proofs of the reality of their pres-
ence, their identity, and their heavenly mission ; until, through a
period of six or seven months, we have been permitted, as we be-
lieve,, the almost daily enjoyment of the sweetest and most intimate
communion with the spirits of \just ones made perfect' above.

Wecannot undertake to detail to you in this communication the
extraordinary scenes which we have passed through, nor to recite
the wonderful messages we have listened to, during this period. A
volume would be required to present the subject adequately to your
minds. Nor will we attempt to describe the mental struggles

*In some instances they seem to have supposed the Lord himself appear-
ed ; but we have NewTestament authority for believing that "No manhath
seen God at any time," (John 1: 18.) 3
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which it has cost us to overcome the barriers of prejudice, and yield
our hearts to the truths and convictions which have been irresist-

ibly forced upon us. Wecan mention only the general features of
our experience, with the results to which we have been led.

First, that there are false and wicked spirits seeking in this

way to communicate with men, is as fully evident as that there
are false and wicked men in this life, —and they are to be judged
in the same manner, by their words and works. The fact that the
human body may be possessed and controlled by evil spirits, is, to

us, no longer a fact of history, but of observation ; and more than
once have we been called upon to 'cast out devils* in the name of
Christ.' Through the earlier part of our experience, it was a matter
of perplexing inquiry, how we might be secure from the annoy-
ances and deceptions practiced upon us by these ill-disposed intel-

ligences. At length, the whole question was solved in a manner
so plain, that we wondered it should have caused us any difficulty.

Wewere taught that the great law of attraction, or affinity, holds
as universally in the spiritual as in the physical world —that we
draw around us spirits like ourselves, those whose motives, feel-

ings, aspirations, are most in affinity with our own ; and that if

we would attract only the good, the pure, the exalted, we must
ourselves be pure-minded, sincere, devout ; and the channel of
communication must also be pure and elevated.

The operations of this law are evident, to an imperfect degree,
in the world about us. Who has any fear that the debased and
polluted denizens of the haunts of vice, will intrude themselves
into our meetings of devotion, and endeavor to instill the poison
of their irreligion into our hearts, under the guise of religious dis-

course ? They have no affinity there, —neither are the good at-

tracted to the assemblies of evil men, except for offices of benevo?
lence and pity. Weare not then left, as some suppose, wholly at

the mercy of the evil-disposed ; but if we 'resist the devil, he will

flee from us.'

The following advice, from our invisible attendants, shows the
tenor of their instructions on this point

.;
judge for yourselves,

whether it is from above or beneath :

"Meet with us often. Come with confidence. Come with ele-

vated thoughts and purity of purpose. Come with the Lord's
Prayer engraved upon your minds and hearts\ Comewith con-

trite and devout hearts, and God's declaration, that 'where two
or three are met together in my name, there will I be in the midst
of them,' shall not be void ; but you then shall hear glad tidings

from on high through God's messengers."
Acting in accordance with instructions so proper, and secluding

ourselves from all associations tending to an opposite direction, we
-Mve found no further reason to suspect that this method of com-
municating with the invisible world has been wholly usurped by
the great adversary of souls. On the contrary,

Secondly, we have the most abundant evidence of the goodness,

* The meaning of this term will be made more apparent hereafter.
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purity, the exalted intelligence and the transcendent love of those
who claim to be our heaven-appointed guardians. "We know not
how demonstration could possibly be stronger than it is on these
points.

As has already been, stated, we have been permitted to hold
almost daily converse with them, in the quiet seclusion of our own
household, and under circumstances admitting of no possible mis-
take or delusion. They are by our side, sensibly and often visi-

bly, at morning, noon and evening, and encamp around us and
our little ones through the silent hours of night. "When we bow
in worship around the family altar, they join their worship with
ours, 'helping our infirmities' and 'making intercessions for us,'

in words full of wondrous meaning and sublime adoration. When
we approach the table to partake of God's bounties, they are ever
nigh to remind us of the great Giver of all good, to inspire our
hearts with thankfulness, and to instruct us in the nature and
qualities of the different kinds of food, that we may select only
such as is 'convenient for us.' (And we may here remark that
the useful, practical and truly scientific information they have im-
parted to us on subjects connected with dietetics and the gen-
eral care of the health of our bodies, has of itself been sufficient

to demonstrate beyond all cavil their superior insight into the laws
of our being, and their benevolent intentions. We do not pro-
fess, however, to have acted upon their instructions fully as yet,

for so far removed are the habits of artificial life from the simpli-

city of nature that an immediate return seems impracticable in the
present state of society. Consequently we have not yet experi-

enced the full benefits they would confer, but their teachings have
commended themselves to our highest perceptions of what is desir-

able and salutary.)

When we have opened the ancient record of God's revelations

to man, then they have specially delighted to stand by and lend
us their aid in understanding the precious volume, pointing
out new beauties and hidden glories in its pages. Most literally

have they opened our eyes 'to behold wondrous things' out of
that book. Undiscovered truths are made to beam forth from
many an obscure and doubtful line, familiar words have received
new meanings, and many things in ' the ways of God to man '

which have heretofore seemed dark, mysterious, and full of gloom,
now stand vindicated of all seeming harshness, and the tender
parental love of our Heavenly Father is made to shine forth in
resplendent beams upon all His offspring, both from His word and
His works. Whenwe have met with you in the public assemblies
of the Lord's Day, they have also been about us, making mani-
festations of their supreme delight in the higher acts of praise
and adoration, impressing us with clearer perceptions of heavenly
truth, and teaching us to discern between that which God has re-

vealed and that which man in his blindness and ignorance has
perverted or invented. Yea, startling as it may seem to you,
throngs of angels, bright as those whose music was heard o'er
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