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*#* The following Lecture has been unwillingly committed to  
the Press, and now appears only in deference to the wishes of 
some whom the A uthor could not refuse. Finding th a t “  Table- 
talking,” (the inevitable result of “  Table-turning ”)  had seriously 
affected more than one of his own congregation, he no longer 
doubted i t  to be his du ty  openly to warn all who would listen— 
against the danger and folly of such practices. In  doing so, he 
is quite sure th a t had he refused the call thus made upon his time 
and s tren g th : had he flinched from the exposure of the dauger 
and sin of this evil, daily increasing upon us—he would have 
proved himself faithless to  that "  solemn vow, promite, and profes
sion/* which he so sacredly pledged himself to a t bis Ordination.

Iu saying this, he does uot presume to  judge his brethren, 
though he might be tem pted to remind them th a t the  evil is far 
too widely spread, far too stupendous, than to  be dismissed by a 
hasty condemnation, or a  cry of derision and contempt.

I t  is surely worth a "  man's while to satisfy himself by actual 
search ” (within legitimate bounds) Mof tbe true colour and 
dimensions of the folly he condemns."

This I  have attempted in the following Lecture, not 
a t all moved by the u cuckoo-cry ” — "  the danger of 
disturbing the minds of the weak aud ignorant, by exposing 
it, is greater than the evil itself.”  The Author believes that, 
as there are some who will **w rest”  even the Scriptures to 
their own coudemnatiou: as there are some who will prostitute 
the bountiful gifts of God to  the most pernicious end, so, 
doubtIe83, are there some who, in spite of waruiug, will still 
refuse to be warned, aud use the warning to their further 
confusion and folly.

B u t this does not alter the duty of every W atchman. H e is 
not to  act upon the low priuciple of expediency, but bring to the 
light of God’s word “ the bidden things of darkness”  If  it be 
a reality that such things are done in the midst of us—they 
mnst be dealt with as realities. W hen we heard that the Cholera 
was on the Continent,—that i t  had reached the northern parts of 
our land,—did not our Government, did uot every Board o f 
Health in the land team and prepare the people coucerning the 
pestilence ?

And wheu we see America and the Continent, and our Me
tropolis, and our very neighbours, more or less iufatuated with 
the peril of M Table-talking ”  aud "  Spirit-rappiugs,”  what is tbe 
plain duty resting upon those who have the power to  fulfil i t ; 
but distinctly to  warn the people “ whether they will hear or 
whether they will forbear,” of the d a n g e r , s i n , a n d  fo l l y  o p  
M TABLE-TURNING, ”  “  TABLE-TALKING, ”  AND "  SPJBIT-
k a p p i n g s .”

E . C.
Leamington Spa,

November 28,1853.



A  L E C T U R E ,  &c .

L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,

a ;  Did I  not feel a very strong sense o f duty, urging
m e publicly to avow m y present convictions, in  regard to  
one o f the most remarkable phenomena o f our day, I can 

^  assure you nothing would have induced me to come forward 
q  in th e character o f a public lecturer, 

i !  I t  may be asked, w hy bring before the public a subject 
•J o f such a nature as “  Table-turning and Table-talking,”  so 

foreign to the work in  which you are engaged ? A s for the 
subject, it  is  before th e  public mind already, and to such an 

q  extent, and creating such amazing interest, as cannot fail, 
7} if  not to  alarm, at least to  arouse very painful anxieties !

And as for its  being foreign to th e work to which I am 
2^ more especially pledged, I think before my lecture closes 

you w ill be convinced at least o f  this— that it is  one which 
we, o f a ll men, are m ost likely to  investigate, and having 
done so, to make public the results, and thereby warn our 
people, whose souls w e watch for, as men who m ust “  give  
an account o f their stew ardship /' W ith these preliminary 
remarks, I  w ill at once proceed to  tb e  subject o f  th e Lecture 
— T able-talking and Spirit-rapping.”

N ow , at the very outset, I  must beg you to understand I  
ha te  no t witnessed any o f the marvels to  which I shall 
refer. I have not so much as seen a table turned. From  
the f i r s t  I  have declined, joining in w hat appeared to me a 
m atter f a r  too serious to be undertaken in a sp irit o f idle 
curiosity. I  have no experiments to  reveal, save those which 
other individuals in  America, Germany, in  our own country, 
in our own C o u n t y ,  and (if  I were permitted) in this very 
town and parish, have either publicly or privately com
municated.



6

I  must beg you will remember that these testimonies are 
not confined to individuals of one locality. America, 
Germany, France* England, and Scotland have alike con
tributed their marvellous revelations. Bear in mind, too, 
that the testimonies are offered by men of different station 
and calling in life; men unknown to one another; men 
wbo can have had no conceivable purpose in view in giving 
publicity to their avowed facts, such as could possibly lead 
unprejudiced minds to doubt or question their statements.

The substance of their testimony I  shall now bring before 
you: examine its credibility: and enquire into the possi
bility and probability of their statements, of fact*, being 
true and unexaggerated. We shall then be able, I hope, to 
come to something Uke a conclusion, which may not be 
unserviceable for our future guidance.

In  bringing, then, before you the testimony of others, 
who have both witnessed and published the results of their 
experiments, I select such as I  have been able to test, 
either by direct communication, or incidental, corroborative 
testimony received from different and independent sources, 
I  need not surely trace the rise of “ Spirit-rapping.”  Mr. 
Spicer, in his flippant volume, “  Sights and Sounds,”  pro
fesses to give the public, an "entire history of the American 
Spirit Manifestation.”  No great matter where it first origi
nated. I t  is now a great, a  melancholy fact, that tbe 
phenomenon has overspread the whole territory of the 
United States; carrying in its course, either as victims or 
disciples, names which stand high as men distinguished for 
intellectual and scientific attainments. I t  has extended to  
every part of Europe, and is now exciting the interest and 
wonder of those who dwell in the utmost bounds of the 
East. I  need not pause to explain how these “ spiritual 
manifestations ” are obtained. The different means em
ployed of “  Table-moving/* “ Table-rapping/’ "  Magic* 
circles/* “  Spiritual media/* you are all familiar with. I  
will, therefore, select a manifestation, published in the 
British Banner of so late a  date as Oct. 12th, 1853:—

Judge Edmonds, of New York, who has long been a  believer in 
spiritual manifestations, and has for some time been considered a 
medium of considerable power, has recently published a letter, 
defending himself from the charge th a t he had ** consulted the 
spirit of his deceased wife,”  in regard to his legal decisions, and 
stating the mode of his ** conversion.”  * * * I t  was in 
January, 1851, (he says), that my attention was first called to the 
unmeet of * spiritual intercourse.” I  thought a good deal on what 
I  witnessed, and I  determined to  investigate the m atter, and find 
out what it was. If it was a deception or a delusiou, I  thought
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th a t I  would detect it. For about four months, I  devoted at l^ast 
two evenings a week, and sometimes more, to witness the pheno
menon in all its phases. I kept caretu) records of all I witnessed, 
Bad from lime to time compared them with each, to  detect incon
sistencies and contradictions. I  read all [ could lay my hands on 
on the subject; and especially all the professed ** exposures of 
the  humbug.” I went from place to place, seeing different 
medmms, meeting with different parties of persons, and often 
with persous whom I  had uever seeu before, aud sometimes where 
I  was myself entirely unkuown; sometimes in the dark and some
times in the light, often with inveterate unbelievers and more 
frequently with zealoos believers. In  fine I availed tuyself of every 
opportunity that was afforded, thoroughly tu sift the matter to tl>e 
bottom. I  was all this time an uubehever, aud tried tiie patience 
of believers sorely by my scepticism, my cautiousness, aud 
ray obdurate refusal to yield my belief. I  saw arouud me 
some who yielded a ready faith, ou one or two sittiuga only ; 
others, again, under the same circumstances, avowing a deter- 
xniued unbelief; aud some who refused to wituess it a t all, aud 
yet were confirmed unbelievers. I  could uot imitate either of 
these parties, aud refused to yield unless upou moat irrefragable 
testimony. A t length the evidence came, and in  such force 
th a t no sane man could withhold hia faith.

After depending upon my senses, as to the various phases of 
the phenomenon, I  invoked the aid of science, and with the 
assistance ot au accomplished electrician au'l his machinery, aud 
eight or ten intelligent, educated, shrewd, persous, examined the 
matter. W e pursued our inquiries ui<iuy days, and established, 
to our satisfaction, two th ings: first, that tne sounds were uot 
produced by the agency of any person present or near u s ; and, 
second, that they were not forthcoming at our will and pleasure.

“ In the meantime, another feature attracted my attention, and 
th a t was 'physical manifestations, ' as they are termed. Thus, I 
have known a pine table, with four legs, lifted up bodily from the 
floor, in the centre of a circle of six or eight persona, turned upside 
dowu, and laid upon its top a t our feet, theu lilted up over our 
heads, and put leaning against the back ot the sofa ou which we 
sat. I  have known that same table to be tilted up ou two legs, 
its  top ou an angle with the floor of forty-five degrees, wheu it 
neither fell over of itself, nor could any person present put it back 
ou its four legs. 1 have seeu a  mahogany table, haviug only a 
centre leg, and with a lamp burning upou it, lifted froui the fl*>or 
a t Uast a foot, in spite of tne efforts of those prcaeut, aud sh»keu 
backward and forward as one would shake a goblet in his hand, 
and the lamp retain its place, though its glass pendents rang 
agaiu. I have seen the same table tipped np with a lamp upou 
it, so far that the lamp must have fallen off unless retained there 
by Kuuiethiiig else than its own gravity; yet it fell uot, moved 
uot. I  have known a diuuer bell taken from a high shelf in a 
closet, rung over the heads of four or five persona in that closet, 
then rung around the rooto-over the heads of twelve or fifteen 
person* in the back parlour, aud then borne through the foldtug 
doors tu the further eud of the frout parlour, aud theu dropped 
Upou tiie floor. I  have frequently known persous pulled about



with a force which it was impossible for them to  resist, anti once 
when all ray own strength was added i«» vam to that of the one 
thus affected. I have known a mahogany chair thrown on its 
side and moved swiftly back and forth on the floor, no one touch
ing it, through a room where there were a t least a dozen people 
sitting, yet no one was touched, aud i t  was repeatedly stopped 
within a few inches of me, when it was coming with a violeuce 
which, if not arrested, must have broken my legs.”

“  Tins is not a tithe, nay, not a hundredth part of what I  have 
witnessed of the same character, bu t i t  is enough to  show the 
general nature of what was before me ”

“ Still the question occurred, may not all th is have been, by 
some mysterious operation, the m e r e  re f le x  of the mind of some 
one present ? The answer was, th a t facts were communicated 
which were unknown then, b u t afterwards found to  be tru e ; like 
this, for instance: when I  was absent last winter in Central 
America, my friend3 in town heard of my whereabouts and of the 
state of my health seven times, and ou my return, by comparing 
their information w ith  the  entries in my journal, i t  was found 
to  he invariably correct. So in my recent visit to  the W est, my 
whereabouts and my condition were told to a  medium in this 
city, while I  was travelling on the railroad between Cleveland and 
Toledo. So thoughts have been uttered on subjects not then in 
my mind, and u tterly  a t variance with my own notions. This 
has often happened to  me and to  others, so as fully to  establish 
the  fact, th a t i t  was not our minds th a t gave birth to or affected 
the communication. * * * * These are not
apocryphal cases. The parties are a t hand, and in our very 
midst, and any person th a t pleases may make the  investigation, 
as I  have, and satisfy himself. B u t all this, and much, very much 
more of a cognate nature, went to  show me that there was a high 
arder of intelligence involved in  this new phenomenon, and 
intelligence outside of and beyond mere mortal agency; for there 
was no other hypothesis which I  could devise or hear of that 
could a t all explain that, whose reality is established by the 
testimony of tens of thousands, and can easily be ascertained by 
any one who will take the trouble to  inquire.”

"Scarcely more than  four years have elapsed since the ‘R o
chester Knockings ’ were first known among us. Then mediums 
could be counted by units, but now by thousands ; then believers 
could be numbered by hundreds, now by tens of thousands. I t  is 
believed by the best informed, that the whole number in the 
U nited States must be several hundred thousands, and th a t 
in this city and its vicinity there must be from twenty-five 
to  th irty  thousand. There are ten  or twelve newspapers and 
periodicals devoted to  the cause, and the spiritual library em
braces more than one hundred different publications, some of 
which have already attained a circulation of more than ten 
thousand copies. Besides the undistinguished multitude, there 
are many men of high standing and talent ranked among th em ; 
doctors, lawyers, an»i clergymen, in great numbers, a Protestant 
bishop, the learned and reverend president of a college, judges of 
our higher courts, members of Congress, foreign Ambassadors, 
and ex-members of the United States’ Senate.”
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Now I  make no comment on these extraordinary revelations 
but one. Is this learned Judge Edmonds a credible witness ? 
The following is the testimony borne to his character by the 
editor of the B ritish  B anner-.—

“ As a Judge in the Empire City, he is, of course, a man 
of intelligence and intellectual culture, and an accomplished 
lawyer.”
From America we turn to Germany. I  have not seen, as 
yet, any account so marvellous as that just read to you. 
There may be such published. Nevertheless there is one 
of the following date—A pril, 1853—published in the name 
of a  learned Professor, Dr. Schaunberg, one of the Professors 
of the University of Bonn, and confirmed by the testimony 
of fo u r  intelligent witnesses who were present, and which, 
to use the Doctor’s words, at least confirms this general 
result, “ th a t Table-moving and 1'able-language are incon
trovertible fa c ts .”  The questions put to the table were of 
a simple character. “  The company had too much good 
sense to enquire about serious matters relative to the future.”  
His testimony is unequivocal and decided. “  The table, by a 
motion from top to bottom, performed, with the most accu
rate measure, replies to the questions proposed to it.”  Now, 
when you remember that the Doctor is one of the Profes
sors of the University of Bonn, and that his statements are 
confirmed by fo u r  out of the six intelligent eye-witnesses, I  
leave it to you to determine the value of his testimony. 
We come nearer home, and find, that even here, in England, 
the marvels of Table-moving, Table-talking, and Spirit- 
rappings, are the universal subjects of conversation and 
anxious enquiry. Certain statements have been put forth 
by Clergymen of the Church of England, living in different 
localities, whose characters and positions forbid the idea of 
collusion, or illusion, or deceit; men who foresaw that, in 
giving publicity to their experiments, they would probably 
only earn for themselves abuse and ridicule; whose state
ments ought, at least, to be received with courtesy and 
respect. These statements are before the public. I t  is 
not for me to express any opinion upon their judgment, one 
way or the other, in giving publicity to the frightful experi
ments they record. Most certainly I  believe that, in giving 
to the public the solemn warnings they have, they have been 
actuated by the purest and best of motives, and deserve 
thanks rather than revilings. I take up, then, first, a Tract 
published by one of the most respectable London houses 
(Setley’s), which professes to record the result of a  course
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of experiments. In  the appendix 1 find the following awful 
s t a t e m e n t s *

Tbe following experiments were conducted a t the National 
School Room, Wortley, on tbe  evening of Monday, July 18.

Most of the following questions were asked by me, standing at 
some distance from the table, &ud consequently uot iu contact 
with it.

Are you a departed spirit ?—Yes,
W ere you an inhabitant of W ortley ?—Yes.
Did you die here ?—Yes.

. W ere you buried here ?—Yea.
How many mouths ago?—Tbe leg knocked th e  number of 

months ; but as his relations are living, 1 am obliged to suppress 
all particulars which cotild lead to  the identification of the 
individual. I t  is sufficient to say tha t, on searching the register, we 
fouud the entry.

Can you spell your name ?—Yes.
Spell i t ? —He spelt i t  by knocking the number of the letters 

from the beginning of the alphabet.
Did you know me ?—Yes.
W ho buried you ? Did — —, or —— o r ------ , (mentioning

the names of neighbouring clergymen) ?—No.
I  forbear quo ting  fa r th e r  from  M r. G odfrey’s pam phlet. 
B u t, in  confirm ation o f th e se  aw ful s ta tem en ts , 1 find 
a n o th e r a nd  w ell-know n and  respected  clergym an, resid ing  
a t  B ath , publish ing , th rough  th e  w ell-know n B ath  p ub - 
Ushers, B inns an d  Goodwin, a  p am phle t, in  w hich h e  states, 
th a t ,  fo r th e  express pu rpose  o f te s tin g  th e  p h en o m en a :—  

MW e met last Friday evening (September 2, 1853), seveu 
in number. 1 had never before witnessed any experiment iu 
table-turniug, and therefore requested those who had been accus
tomed to it to commence operations. Their hauds had not been 
ou the table tuauy miuutes, before a cracking was heard, and this 
was immediately followed by a slight movement of a  very peculiar 
character. I t  was a sort of heaviug, straining motion iu the table. 
A  question was then put, and au answer immediately given. 
1 placed my hand upon the table, and put a variety of questions, 
all of which were instantly and correctly answered. Various ages 
were asked, and all correctly toM. Iu reply to trifling questions, 
possessing no particular iuterest, the table answered by quietly 
lifting uj) the leg, aud rappiug. B ut, in auswer to questious of a 
more exciting character, i t  would become violently agitated, aud 
sometimes to such & degree th a t I  can only describe tbe  motiou by 
the word frantic.

I  inquired. Are yon a  departed sp irit?—The answer was. Yes, 
indicated by a rap.

A re you uuhappy ?—The table answered by a sort of writhing 
motioo, which no natural power over it could imitate.

I t  was then asked, shall you be for ever unhappy ?—The same 
kind of writhing motion was returned.

Do you know Satan ?—Yes,
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I* he the Prince of D evils?—Yea.
Will he be bouud?—Yes.
W ill he be cast into the abyss?—Yes.
W ill you be cast in with him ?—Yes.
How Jong will it be before he is cast out ?—Me rapped ten.
W ill wars aud commotions intervene9—The tahle rocked »*id 

reeled backwards and forwards for a length of time, as if it 
intended a pantomimic acting 01 the prophet’s prediction : —

The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be 
removed like a co ttage; and tbe transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon i t ;  and i t  shall fall, and not rise again.— is. xxiv. 20.

How many spirits have been in the table this evenin’'  ?— Four.
Many questious were asked, and experiments tried, in order to 

ascertain whether the results would agree with Mr. Godfrey’s, 
and on everv occasion ihey did. especially that o f stopping the 
mocement o f the table with the Bible.* Tlte table was engaged in 
rapping out a number, but the iu9tant the diviue volume was laid 
upou it the movement ceased. When the Bible was removed it 
went on. This was repeatedly tried,aud invariably with the same 
result. Other books were laid upou the table, similar iu size aud 
shape to the Bible, but without any effect.
These are truly awful things to read. We involuntarily 
exclaim, are these witnesses credible ? Are there such 
persons as Mr. Godfrey, of Leeds, Mr. Gillson, of Bath ? 
Is their testimony credible? To satisfy myself, I  addressed 
both these gentlemen. I  received the following replies:—

Mr. Godfrey w rites:—" I n  all ray large correspondence not 
one fact has come to  my knowledge which has upset or contra
dicted the Satanic theory, nor has any one attempted to  account 
for my experiments at pp. 22, 3tj, 39, 41, 43, 5d, while I  know of 
them haviug beeu accomplished by other persons.”

5, Widcombe Terrace* Bath,
November 14th, 1833.

My dear Sir,
I a n truly thankful to hear the view you have taken on 

the marvellous subject of Table-talking, &c. I  receive similar 
communications from all quarters. Two Loudon clergymen, 
amongst many other*, have not only declared their views, but 
acted upou them like yourself. M r. Viuceut, of Islington, has 
preached and published a sermou. M r. Diodm has himself tested 
the matter, aud writes to tell me that he can fully corroborate all 
my statements au l much more. He allows tne to uae his name, 
an I has announced a Lecture upon the subject, which I  believe be 
intends to publish. Mr. Goodhart bas delivered a Lecture a t 
Reading, in which he introduced the subject. W ith regard to 
my own views upon the matter, I  cau truly say that i t  has opened 
out to me a truly appalling extent since I  have vvntteu my 
pamphlet. As to ihe mere matter of evideuce to the facts, wuat 
I  have related is a mere grain to the mouutaiiu Really what 
Mr. Godfrey and I have related is literally as uotUiug iu com* 
parison with what i* published on the subject; backed by the 
testimony uf udlions! People toho knoio anything about the

* See Appendix, note 1.
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Subject moat g ire  up the quibble about the facts. The only ques
tion is how to deal with them ? W ith  respect to  my own party, 
they were all ladies, with the exception of Capt, Cox aod myself; 
and, after all the abuse and slander with which I  have been 
assailed, I think they would scarcely hate  courage to  come for
ward publicly and share in my reproach,. They are always ready 
privately to bear testim ony; and Captain Cox would be quite 
willing to write fully in reply to any application, as he has 
already. H is address is ** Capt. Cox, R .N., Prior Park  Buildings, 
Bath.”  You would be amazed to hear of the persons who 
are in the habit of consulting spirits through the various means 
of "R apping,” "Table-tipping,”  &c., &c. I  feel that a solemn 
responsibility lies upon us as watchmen ! and those who see i t  in 
the same light should feel it in an especial boud of uuion.

Yours, roost truly,
E d w a r d  G i l l s o n .

16, Prior Park Buildings, 15th Nov., 1833.
H er. Sir,

Mr. Gillson has kindly favoured me with the perusal of 
your letter to him on the subject of Table-talking, aud although 1 
fee), from the very high estimation in which he is held by ail 
parties who know him, that it is presumptuous in me to offer one 
word in addition to  his pam phlet; still, as the experiment was tried 
in my house, I  cannot resist the temptation ofbearing my unquali
fied testimony to the truthfulness of every word therein stated ; 
at the same time I  feel it perfectly impossible to convey, to the 
mind of any one, the full effect of the wonderful actions and 
movements of the Table under the experiment,—it uiust be seen 
to  be truly understood and believed. I t  may not be out of place 
to add here, in further confirmation of Mr. Gillsou’s siatnuents, 
that, on the following evening, I tried the same experiments with 
exactly the same results, ta r j  mg, of course, a few of the questions; 
but what I consider remarkable is, that tiiose questions which did 
a t all b**ar ou each other, produced answers in perfect accordance. 
The questions were put by a gentleman (I am uot authorized to 
give his name) who at the time had no knowledge of the questions 
pu t by Mr. Gillsou on the preceding evening. To shew how this 
very extraordinary power, whatever it tnav be (for on that subject 
I dare not venture), is insidiously working its way in the w«rM, I 
will endeavour hri* fly to state how I  have been led, almost without 
the power ot' resistance, into a discovery of the facts related :—My 
daughter and myself were spending the evening with a friend, 
who, in the course of common conversation, happened to mcntiou 
that she had seen Table-tantix^r tried, and that •• she believed the 
table really did move when desired.” As we all appeared very 
sceptical on the matter, and, in fact, turned i t  into ridicule, the 
young people proposed putting a small table to  the test. After 
sitting something about fifteen minutes, or so, I  tired of it, and 
was on the poiut of removing my hands when I  very perceptibly 
felt a tremulous motion under them, which a t once drew <ny 
particular attention, when I perceived the table moving round to 
the left hand as we tf.-sd previously desired. We theu U\d it turn 
to the right, ai.d ultimately across the room. Tins was quite
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enough for rap, and I  seriously advised ray young friends to ha»e 
nothing more to do with it. 1 confess, however, 1 could not 
shake it from my mind, and subsequently tried it again on a 
drawiug-rootu round table, the result proving the same. 1 made 
up my mind, as I  thought, uot to persevere in other experiments.
I would beg you, Sir, to mark, up to this moment the* idea of 
Table-tarm'wr aud Table-talking, or Spirit-rapping, or whatever 
name may be given to it, being one and the same, never entered 
my imagination; therefore I  was much astonished to hear a short 
tim e afterwards, th a t a  lady of our acquaintance had actually 
obtaiued answers as stated iu pamphlets published in the 
United States of America. This circumstance we meutioued 
to M r. Gtllsou, aud on learning his opiuion to  be, ** that 
it was a subject uot to be lightly received or trifled with,”  he 
appointed a  meeting to test the vague reports which had reached 
him ; the result is fairly stated in his book aud speaks for itself. 
•Since then I have read aud listened attentively to all that hasbeeu 

ia objection, and although some learned pamphlets have 
been publisneil, I  cou'ess not one has altered iu the slightest 
degree my first impression. 1 believe the generally received opinion 
a t present is, that the table is moved by muscular power, quite 
unknowu to the persons themselves, aud tuat power agaiu is acted 

'  upon by the mind, so that after all the chief power is the m ini. 
Now, Sir, during our experiments, I recollect two cireuiustauces 
which, in my opinion, teud to throw doubt ou this theory : the 
ti’-st is this,—I lost a brother iu the East indies, aud I was always 
i tii ressed with tbe belief, and I never had auy other, that he died 
in 1819; ou asking the question the answer was 1818. I  said you 
are wrung, try  again, but it repeated 1818, aud, if I  mistake uot, 
a third tirue. 1 believe now the table whs right, but whether 
right or wrong, if my mind was strongly fixed on one year, and 
the answer was contrary to that fixed belief, how, 1 ask, could the 
mind have influenced the answer. * * * *
Convinced as I  am iu my owu mind that i t  is unlawful, 
ituiler present appearances, to practise this phenomena Out of idle 
curiosity, I  have never agaiu attempted it, aud although the 
desire is strong within me, 1 pray the grace of God may enable 
me to  resist it. Believe me to be,

Rev. Sir, truly yours,
.Do u g l a s  C o x .

I a  add ition  to  these  com m unications, I  have th is  
very  day  received th e  following com m unication  from  a  

' b ro th e r  clergym an w ell-know n in  th is  tow n , an d  who 
lives w ith in  a a  h o u r 's  r id e  b y  ra il. H is  testim ony  is 
en tire ly  o f an  independen t ch a rac te r :—

Coton, Tuesday.
My dear Brother,

Till the thiug happened to be bronght nnder my notice, 
some six weeks or two mouths ago, I  had uo interest iu Table- 

■ turning, and knew uothiug of Tablstalking. I  was then led to 
investigate the m itie r for myself, being naturally little disposed 
to take up the reports of others on any perplexing subject. The 
result has been perfectly satisfactory to my own mimi—I mean.
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as to the nature of the agency a t work. I  set myself to experi
ment, prepared to sift the thing to the uttermost* After t* o  or 
three private experiments in the preseuce of my own family, I  
invited three or four friends to a  first trial. Subsequently, and a t 
the last experiment, the results were still more decisive thau any 
tha t had been obtained before, aud did I  feel a t liberty to try  
again, I  don’t  doubt that most tremendous results m ight be bad.

I ,  personally, had nothing to do with the table. The table was 
placed a t a distance, aud I  euscouced myself in my arm cbair on 
the other side of the room, with a table before me. A t a second 
table sat a scribe, to  note down the questions, orders, &c., with 
the results and answers. The table used for the experiments was 
a small square mahogany one, ou a pillar aud three legs (uot claws) 
— an old-faahioued thing. The manipulators in the three first 
experiments were Mrs. U —, Miss H-—, and two other members 
of the family. In the fourth, M rs. H., the governess (just come 
into the house, who had scarely heard of such doiugs beiore), and 
two other individuals, one a fresh one.

The way we proceeded was th is :—I  had before me on the table 
the letters of the alphabet, iu consecutive order, A, B , C, D, &c., 
with the numeral figures, 1, 2, 3 ,4 , 5, &c., and I  generally took 
the letters in regular order, pointing to them in successiou, A, B /  
C, &c., till the table rose up and knocked the letter. I then begau 
the alphabet again, till the table indicated to  the next proper 
letter, and so ou till the word was finished. In  some iustauces I  
pronounced the letters of the alphabet, till the knock indicated the 
right one. In  this way I  obtained the answers.

Now remember, I  had nothing to  do with the table, but sat or 
stood at a distauce, simply putting the questious, and, therefore, 
the table could not by any possibility have been effected iu  any 
way by me.

A t our last experiment, I  had previously prepared a set of 
questions, relating to a  variety of thiugs, most of which were 
wholly unknown to  any bu t Mrs. H —, Miss H —, and myself, 
some were known to Mrs t i — only and not to me, aud some to me 
only and not to Mrs. H. uor any iu the room, and indeed to few  
o f this generation. Besides moviug a t my word o f  command, in 
every direction, often moving o f itself, knocking and walking about 
most furiously, repeating its raps in rapid and violent succession, 
(nou> to the tune of 1U0 and anon up to 149j rising up on each leg 
successively, and spinning round on it, standing stationary on one 
1*9 (just think of a three-legged table stauding by itself ou one leg), 
tumbling over on the floor, and there literally heaving and writhing, 
with various other antics, the intelligence o f which no description 
can pouHray; beside all this, the following were a few  of the 
questions and results a t one or other of the experiments, taken 
promiscuously:—

How many persons in this household ?—Knocked, 12.
IIow many chilJren of the name of S —o ? —No answer.
(I t waa here suggested to me, I  had pronounced S—*o), I  then 

repeated the question as S—y ?—Knocked 5.
How many of these in the room ?— Knocked 3.
How mauy gone to bed ?•—Kuocked 2.



15

N ext, I  asked the age of Philip and Edm und S—y ?—Both 
knocked rieht.

W hat’s the united ages o f all five?—Knocked 53, and then cor
rected itselt to 58, which was right.

Spell the name of M r. Newdegate’a place ?—Spelt, Arbury.
How many agents are there here?—Knocked 4.
Spell their names!—Francis, Mary, Lucy, George,

(Another night.)
How many such agents here to-nigbt?—Knocked, rapidly and 

violently, 100, and a t the hundredth time the leg came down with 
a flourishing rap, so as to convey the impression, “ there! what 
do you think of that /'*

Do vou mean to say there are 100 spirits iu this room ?— 
Knocked, most emphatically. Yes.

Where do you all come froiu ?— H, E , L , L.
1 his answer teas violently knocked, snd theu the table spontane

ously commenced a march, and a succession o f rapid and furious 
knockings.

I  tneu said, Can you tell the meaning of all th is  violence ?— 
Knocked, Yes.

Spell the chief word of your m eaning?—D, E , S, P , A, I, R ; 
aud theu it began again a series o f most furious knockiags (as it to 
indicate the depth of despair). The No. of 87.

Now, be it kuown, that in one of the paroxysms of kuocking 
the table rocked to and fro  rapidly under the hands of the mam’pu- 
Utors, TUB HANDS BtiING HELD STATIONARY, aud points of 
the fingers merely and scarcely touching it. This rocking was so 
urgent as fairly to drive one o f the parties into the fire-place.

W hat's the meaning of all th is?—Then i t  began kuocking 149 
times.— W , A , R, N , I, N , G.

W ho is your master ?—D e v il .
W ho was the source that withstood Paul ?—E , L, U , M, A, S. 

(Here the table would uot knock to Yt as we spell the uarne, but 
ouly to U, the Greek spelling t lu m a s .}

Have you seen him in hell ?—Yes.
B ur, passing by very many searching questions, of all sorts, 

about individuals, some dead, some living, which £ do not wish a t 
preseut to uieution, I put a question known to myself alone, 
concerning a name and fact, of tne date of nearly fifty years a&o— 
this was answered correctly, and at once, and with a delicacy of 
distinction which really happened to exist, that was altogether 
astounding. <

At our third experiment, I invited four friends to  witness and
investigate the matter, namely, H. R. H ---- -r, Esq. (Magistrate
for Hie County, aud my ueighbour aud parishioner), Rev. W . 
C — (my neighbour), aud Henry D —a, Esq. (Solicitor), w>th 
M rs. D —s. Duriug the time when Mr. an.I M rs. D —s were 
with us, the table refused to move at all, except very faintly once 
or t* ic e ; but, as s<m»h as they hail left, i t  moved freely. Both
M r. H------r aud M r. C— are prepared to certify what they
witnessed. The former is satisfied mere was no trickery, acknow
ledges the wonderjulntss of the thing, confesses he catutof account 
for it, but wishes it withal to be understood, he does not believe it 
to be Satanic Agency.
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I  can solemnly assure yon that no deception or frolic of any sort 
Was used. We were all much too curious aud serious. Ah for 
unconscious manipulation, the hands were laid in the lightest 
possible way on the table, and often nothing more than the tips of 
the fingers. Besides this could not account for rational answers. 
This was especially the case when the table rocked to and fi'O 
fiercely under stationary hands, and when i t  performed its 
gyrations ou its three legs, successively, and unbidden.

B ut no description is graphic enough to convey to those who 
did not witness it, a due impression of the indescribable i n t k l -  
U G k n ce  and sensible emotion of the movements. 1 think one 
might defy the most determined sceptic to see fo r himself, without 
being convinced, that the insensate piece of wood was actuated by 
a living, ratioual being. The violence and frantic raging of the 
table (I can call it by uo other name), was ever the greatest when 
the subject was ‘ hell/ 'd e sp a ir / or kiudred th ings; aud still it 
seemed to get tired of trifling, irrelevant, curious questious, and 
often tried, of its own accord, to  revert to awful subjects.

The above questious and auswers are but a small part of what 
was done, aud give you but a  poor idea o f our proceedings. I  
used all possible care to make the experiments clear ami satisfac
tory, and collusiou was neither practised nor possible. I  ask, what 
collusion could there be in answers to questions which were alto
gether uuknown to the manipulators? And, as for myself, I  had 
no more to do with the movements of the table than you had. 
A t the same time, I  am bouud to say, that several of the answers 
were totally wrong, though it does uot affect the question of the 
intelligence of the ageut, but ouly its ignorance or moral character.

Very truly yours,
H . H a k e .

H ere , th en , w e have, firs t  o f a ll, th e  publications th em 
selves; secondly, an  avowal by th e  au thors them selves, and  
a  solem n declaration  o f  th e  veracity o f th e ir  s ta tem en ts ; 
th ird ly , th e  corroborative testim ony  by one  o f th e  parties  
p re s e n t; an d  fo u r th ly , th e  independan t testim ony  o f a  
clergym an personally  know n to  num bers p re sen t. I n  th e  
face o f these  witnesses i t  is too  la te  surely to  qu ibb le  abou t 
th e  veracity o f th e  f a c t s : too  la te  to  ask , a re  such th ings 
possible ? I t  is im possible to  deny  th em . I t  is childish 
to  rid icule them . W h a t of itse lf  w.rnld be n o  su re  evidence, 
becom es, th rough  m in u te  corroborative te stim ony , unans
w erable. A ccepting, th e n , th e  testim ony o f  six  unim peach
able  witnesses,— satisfied th a t  th e ir  s ta tem en ts  a re  genuine 
and  au th en tic ,— we proceed to  enqu ire , a re  they  explaina
ble on  any  know n, sound, philosophical hypo theses ? A re 
t'-iese th e  re su lts  o f n a tu ra l o r  su p e rn a tu ra l agency ?

T o  discuss a ll th e  d ifferent theories proposed by  different 
experim entors is im possible and  unnecessary .

N o th ing  like  a  satisfactory o r uniform  op inion  has been  
arrived a t .  Som e con trad ic t one day th e  theo ry  proposed
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th e  day before. Som e find subsequen t experim ents upset 
previous conclusions. Som e, confidently  assert th a t  elec
tric ity , passing in  a  s tream  from  th e  fingers to  th e  tab le , 
is  th e  g rea t m oving c a u s e : o th e rs , th a t  i t  is  “ unconscious 
m u scu lar action .”  Som e having  been driven firs t from one 
position  and  th e n  from  ano ther, a re  candid enough  to  adm it 
th a t  upon  no  k now n  princip les can  th ey  explain th e  facts 
th ey  have w itnessed. T h u s  fo r instance, a  w rite r in  th e  
Globe, 2 l s t  O ctober, 1853 , a fte r having  decried  alike th e  
scepticism  o f th e  Quarterly Review, and  sneered  a t  th e  
c redu lity  o f M r. G odfrey and  M r. G illson, upsets  a t once 
th e  e lectricity  and  m uscular action  theories b y  th is  declara
tio n — “  I  assure you , on  th e  h o n o u r o f a  m an who values h is 
w ord, th a t  I  have seen  a  tab le  move rap id ly  from  its  place 
w ith o u t any  one touch ing  i t ! Y es, a  qu ick  changing in  
th a t  tab le , accom panied by  v io lent action , w ithou t any one 
tou ch in g  it .M I t  m ay b e  said th is  is an  anonym ous new spaper 
com m unication . I f  i t  stood alone  you m igh t dism iss i t  a t  
o n c e ;  b u t i t  is  confirm ed b y  Ju d g e  E dm onds, and  by 
a  s ta tem en t from  a  w ork, allow ed, by  one com peten t to  
ju d g e , to  be b o th  able and candid. * *  *

R ev. C. B eecher, in  a  valuable, though  v e ry  pedantic  
li t t le  volum e, has exam ined th e  sub ject in  a  m ost philoso
ph ica l and  learned  m anner. H is review  is  w orthy  o f th e  
m ost careful perusal. N o th ing  lik e  i t  has y e t been given 
t o  th e  public. H e  c jm e s  to  th e  conclusion th a t  th e  whole 
o f these  m arvels m ay be, w ith  th e  u tm ost probability , 
re ferred  “ to powers unseen, powers aerial,— which, under 
the masterly guidance o f  some one mind o f  fathom less 
ability andfathomless guile— is preparing nominal Christen
dom f u r  the fiate> nal embrace o f  Pagandom semi- 
Chris tianised!  "

Is  such  a  conclusion philosophical, o r is i t  S crip tu ra l ? 
I t  is an  easy m a tte r to  dism iss i t  w ith  a  snee r, o r  tre a t i t  
w ith  ti.p p an t c on tem pt. T hese  a re  weapons w hich betray  
conscious w eakness. M eu w ho  affect philosophy , and  
c la im  for science a n  en tire  m onopoly, sooner o r  la te r  to 
exp lain  a il these  m ysteries, m ust rem em ber th a t  “  even 
philosophers have been carried  away by  th e  w ildest 
v asaries .”  T h e  reproach  o f C icero has no t y e t lo s t its  po in t 
— M H ow  i t  is  I  kuow  n o t, b u t th e re  is n o th in g  can  be 
m entioned  so absurd  as no t to  have been  said by  som e one 
o f  th e  ph ilosophers.”  W hile  we desire, therefore , on  all 
accounts , th a t  philosophy (w ithin leg itim ate  bounds) should  
exp la in  to  us th e  m ystery o f  th e se  th ings, we ask for I n 
sp ired  R evelation to  have full plac<? in  i*s considerations.



18

W e  ask , a nd  expect every tru ly  scientific m an w ill acquiesce ; 
th a t  in  every theo ry  w hich m ay be advanced, th e  whole 
facts and  teach ing  o f th e  B ible m ay be taken  in to  account. 
W e  ask , too, th a t  those who claim  for them selves and  th e ir  
views respectfu l consideration, should accord th e  sam e for
bearance, th e  sam e calm , p a tie n t lis ten ing , to  any  who 
m ay  s ta te  th e ir  conviction, ‘' t h a t  i t  is n e ith e r sound 
philosophy no r safe theology to  re jec t tb e  id ea  o f super
natural sp iritual agency and  in terference.”

F irs t, “ le t i t  be  proved th a t  such  agency is  a n  impossi
b il i ty ”  and  th e n  they  a re  justified  in  re jecting  a ll  faith  in  
th e  theory . U ntil th a t be  done, i t  is both con tra ry  to  sound 
reason and  tu e  p la in  teach ing  o f  H oly S c rip tu re , to  deny 
th e  theo ry  o f su p ern a tu ra l agency.

F o r is i t  n o t a n  adm itted  p rinc ip le  o f science, “ th a t  
theo ry  is th e  preferable one  w hich m ost read ily  accounts, 
n o t only  fo r every p o in t w hich o th e r theories canno t satis
factorily  explain, b u t also a ll th ey  c anno t even reach ,”  T h e  
th eo ry  oi foreign spiritual agency does account fo r  a ll th e  
m ysteries w hich o th e r theories c an n o t accoun t fo r , w ithou t 
driv ing  th e  consisten t reasoner in to  “  m ateria lism  ** on  th e  
one hand, o r reducing  h im  to  th e  absu rd ity  o f  m aintain ing  
th a t  “  in te lligen t m anifestations m ay be p roduced un in te l- 
ligently .”  T ru e  i t  has been  contended th a t  certa in  curren ts  
o f “  e lectric”  o r “  odyUic ”  fluids a re  sufficient to  account 
fo r  T ab le-tu rn ing , (and  by  th e  te rm  “  odyle ”  yo u  a re  to  
understand  a  “ certa in  agen t iden tical w ith  A nim al M agnet* 
is in ,”  w hich som e call th e  “ nervous princip le”  by  w hich 
“  m ind acts  upon  m a tte r ;”  “ w hich is  itse lf n e ith e r  m ind no r 
m a tte r.” ) Possibly i t  m a y ! B u t u n til som e facts a re  
estab lished  upon satisfactory ev id en ce ; u n til som e general 
law  can be  defined ; u n til  i t  can be satisfactorily  shew n th a t  
in  th is  theory  “  th e re  is  som e such  harm ony  betw een cause 
an d  effec t;”  i t  certa in ly  becom es u s to  pause— before we 
re je c t th e  alm ost universal be lie f o f  supernatural inter
ference.

I t  m ay b e  th a t  th o se  fluids “  flowing th ro u g h  certa in  
physical bodies, serve as a  m edium  o f com m unication  w ith 
sp iritua l B eings.”  T h e  contrary  has n o t y e t  been proved. 
B u t if  so, t b e x  T ab le -tu rn ing , w hose sequel is T ab le- 
ta lk ing , and  Sp irit-rapp ings, ia the very means o f  holding 
intercourse w ith  “ fa m ilia r sp irits  / ’ o f consulting  “  th e  
living to  th e  d e a d ;” — things, I  need  n o t rem in d  you , 
a re  solem nly forb idden by  M oses and  th e  P ro p h ets .
. B u t i t  has been said  th a t  th e  theo ry  o f a n  ev il sp iritua l 
in tercourse  is u n ic r ip tu ra l! th a t  we have no  w arran ty  in
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H o ly  S crip tu re  for th e  p robability  o f such in terference t 
I t  canno t surely be  denied  th a t  th e  18 th  c h ap te r o f th e  
B ook o f  D euteronom y denounces " c o n su lte rs  o f departed  
s p i r i t s : ”  (describing th em  under various nam es) “ uo t for 
p re tend ing  to  do  w ha t they  could  n o t, b u t  w ha t they  
o u g h t n o t.”  I t  is  equally  certa in , too, from  th e  incidental 
notices, in  th e  Books o f Sam uel, J o b , and th e  Prophets, 
th a t  th e  existence a n d  in terference o f  sp iritua l agen ts were 
know n and  experienced. T h e  sam e holds tru e  o f th e  
G ospels and  A cts o f th e  A postles. B u t we a re  to ld  th a t  all 
th is  has ceased for ever, “  since th e  pow er o f  th e  Devil was 
overcom e by  C hrist an d  H is  A postles.”  T o  th is  sweeping 
assertion  we dem ur, because i t  appears to  be a ltoge ther one
sided, and  begg ing  th e  w hole question . I t  flatly contradicts 
th e  teach ing  o f  S t. J o h n  and S t. P a u l :—

E phesians vi., 1 2 .— “  F o r we w restle n o t again st flesh 
an d  blood, b u t a gain st principalities, against pow ers, against 
th e  ru le rs  o f th e  darkness o f th is  w orld, against spiritual 
wickedness in  h igh  p laces.”  (M arg ina l read ing , “ wicked 
sp irits .” )

2 n d  T hess. ii., 3 , 4 , 9 .— “  L e t no  m an  deceive you by 
an y  m eans : fo r th a t  day shall n o t come, excep t th e re  come 
a  fa lling  away first, and  th a t  M an  o f S in  be revealed, th e  
son  o f  perd ition . W ho opposetb  and  exaltetli h im self above 
a ll th a t  is called G od, o r th a t  is w o rsh ip p ed ; so th a t  he  as 
G od s itte th  in  th e  tem p le  o f G od, shew ing h im self th a t  he 
is  G od.” — “  E ven  h im , whose com ing is a fte r th e  w orking 
(energy) o f S a tan , w ith  a ll pow er an d  signs au d  lying 
w onders.”

1 st T im o thy , iv ., 1 .— “  N ow  th e  sp irit speaketh  expressly 
th a t  in  th e  la t te r  tim es som e s h a l l  d ep art from  th e  faith , 
giv ing  heed to  seducing sp irits , an d  doctrines o f  Devi/s. ” — 
(dem ons.)

S ee also th e  following tex ts  :— R evelations, x ii., 9, 1 0 ;  
x iii . ,  4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 ;  x x ., 3 , 7, 8 , a n d  10.

I  w ill n o t dw ell on  these  passages. B u t w hen  a  well- 
k now n  au tho r, and  one deservedly honoured  fo r h is  w orks’ 
sake , confidently  asserts  th e  impassibility o f th e se  m ysteries 
be ing  connected w ith  any  foreign evil agency, and  “  sighs ”  
over th e  “  d ep artu re  o f  com m on sense,”  “  S c rip tu ra l in te l
ligence, and  healthy , m anly, courageous p ie ty ; ”  we m ost 
respectfu lly  rem in d  h im , th a t  num bers o f  h is  b re th ren  in 
th e  M in istry , and  o u t o f i t ,  w hose p ie ty  w ill b ear to  be 
te sted  to  th e  u tte rm o s t, who are  no t y e t bereft o f “ com m on 
sense,*’ a re  exceedingly anxious to  know  how  he  can , pos
sessed o f “  com m on sense ”  aud  “ S crip tu ra l in te lligence,1’
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affirm so confidently tb e  im possibility  o f  sp iritua l evil 
agency, in  tb e  te e th  of such  p lain  tex ts  of S c rip tu re  ?

B u t I  m ust draw  m y rem arks to  a  close. T h e  sum  
o f w hat we have advanced is th is— T h a t in  connexion w ith  
T ab le -tu rn in g , m anifestations o f a  liv ing  agency, possessing 
pow er an d  intelligence, have been  e x h ib ite d ; acting , in  
som e instances, in  a  w ay qu ite  independen t o f  tb e  w ill o r  
m ind  o f th e  opera to rs ,— th a t questions have b een  p u t and  
answ ers given; “ so as u tte rly  to  confound th e  m ind and  
im aginations o f those  w ho p u t th e m /* — f< th a t  m any  o f th ese  
questions re la ted  to  th e  existence o f sp irits  in  th e  unseen  
w orld ,” — and fu rther, th a t  b o th  in  A m erica and  in  th e  
M etropolis o f o a r  ow n land, th e re  a re  thousands  who, b y  
tab les, o r living tf m edia,”  consu lt w ith  (a s  th ey  suppose) 
th e  souls o f  th e  departed .

W e have enquired  how  far i t  is  possible, on  any  know n 
princip les o f science, to  accoun t fo r such  m y s te r ie s ; and  
have seen th a t, w hile i t  is  possible science m ay  un rave l th e  
secret how, by  th e  im position  o f hands, th e  tab le  becom es 
in s tin c t w ith  life, an d  m oves, tip s , ta p s , an d  bow s, w rithes 
as  i f  w ith  pain , o r  rolls to  and  fro as a  sh ip  in  a  tem p est; 
ye t th a t  th e  p robability  is infinitessimally sm all, th a t  any  
explanation  should  ever be  given, sufficient to  account for 
th e  m arvellous and  te rrib le  phenom ena o f “ T ab le -ta lk in g  
an d  S p irit-rap p in g /*

H ence, we conclude th a t ,  i t  is  fa r m ore in  accordance w ith  
th e  soundest princip les o f reason, an d  th e  p la in  teach ing  o f 
H oly  Scrip ture, to  consider th e  whole th in g  a s  on ly  explain
ab le  on  th e  theo ry  o f some supernatural sp iritual agency! 
developing itse l f  through certain odylic conditions o f  the  
physical bodies.

N ow , i f  such  be  a  sound conclusion, ( I  im p lo re  yo u  n o t 
to  re jec t it, u n til you  have fairly  w eighed i t  in  th e  balances 
o f fa ir and  consisten t in te rp re ta tio n  o f S c rip tu re , an d  th e  
acknow ledged a n d  established laws o f  science), th e n  need  
I  warn you , to beware most sacredly, o f r isk in g  th e  m oral 
po llu tion  o f you r s o u ls ;  o f p rovoking against you  th e  anger 
o f  G od, so repeated ly  and  energetically  denounced in  H o ly  
S c rip tu re  again st such, as th ro u g h  idle curiosity , o r to  
gratify  th e  cravings o f  a  m orb id  im agination, seek  com m u
n ion  w ith  th e  sp iritua l world.

I f  such  be  a  sound conclusion— if  th e re  b e  even th e  
shadow  o f a  possibility  o f  its  being  so— if  th e re  b e  even th e  
suspicion in th e  m ind th a t  i t  be so,— oh I can  you  b e  too 
strong ly  resolved, God’s grace aid ing  you, to  “  to u ch  n o t I 
taste  n o t ! hand le  n o t I”  th ese  m atte rs .
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I  warn you , as in  solem n du ty  bound— /  warn you  m ost 
em phatically , by  th e  aw ful spectacle o f nearly  th e  whole 
nation  o f A m erica, as “ system atically  consulting  th e  dead, 
as th ey  do  th e  Post-office and  th e  electric  te leg raph .”

T e ll u s th a t  T ab le-tu rn ings  are in  them selves as “ innocen t 
as th e  sp inn ing  o f a  to p .”  O h  ! m ost ra sh  expression  ! 
1 would th a t  no S tandard  B earer in  o u r  Is rae l h ad  penned  
such  a  sentence, w ith  such  fearfu l f a c t s  before H im . 
P o n d er them  for yourselves.

I n  th e  la st annual re p o rt o f  th e  O hio  L u n a tic  A sylum , 
tw enty-six  inm ates a re  m entioned as having com e th e re  
th ro u g h  “ T ab le -tu rn in g  and  T a b le - ta lk in g ;”  w hile th e  

^ S u p e rin ten d e n t o f a  L u n a tic  A sylum  in  N ew  Y o rk  states 
c jh a t  h e  has u n d er his care  no  less th a n  th ir ty  cases, th e  
O vic tim s o f  T ab le -tu rn in g  1

T h u s  th e re  is certa in  danger, i f  n o t as  c er ta in  s in . F o r  
> w h a t is tn e  spiritual aspect o f th e  w hole th in g  ? 
t*- A ir. B eecher affirms, in  h is unansw erable review , th a t  

th e  tendency o f th e  w hole m ovem ent is d irec tly  an tagon is
t i c  to  th e  au th o rity  o f  th e  B ible/* “  Claiming f o r  all 
^m en  an inspiration in common w ith  Christ and H is  
'A p o s t le s ; ”  •• Denying the doctrine o f  the Resurrection ,M 
Z2r# taught by S t .  Paul, “  affirming that i t  is p a st
O already;1* “  Invoking the aid o f  many m edia tors'* to  
^ c h e  d ishonour o f th e  O ne  M ediator, Jesu s  C h ris t ou r 
~jL ord,— i t  is  a t  once in  d ir e c t  a n t a g o n is m  t o  t h e  
Q-Fa i t h  a n d  H o p e s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n .

A n d  o f such a  system , o f w hich “  T ab le -tu rn in g  ”  form s 
so p rom inen t a  feature , can  i t  b e  said  th a t  the process 
(tab le -tu rn in g ) is in itse lf  as innocent as spinning a top ?

S ee in g th en , th a t  “ T a b le - tu rn in g ”  and  “ T able-m oving ,”  
tr ied  by any  princip les know n to  us, seem , a s  y e t, to  be 
su p e rn a tu ra l;  an d  th a t ,  as they  canno t be  o f  God (being 
directly  an tagonistic  to  H is t ru th .)  th ey  m u s t be o f th e  E vil 
O n e ;  I  call upon  yo u  m ost seriously to  pause , before 
y ie lding yourselves to  “  becom e th e  passive thoroughfare  o f 
influences you know  n o t w hence.”

M ost surely i t  behoves every one  o f  u s to  b e  very 
carefu l how , heedlessly  o r  curiously, we m eddle w ith  m ys
teries seem ingly su p ern a tu ra l. Purely , too , w hat is com ing 
to  pass in  A m erica an d  elsew here w arns u s  th a t  a  tim e  o f  
tr ia l an d  tem p ta tio n  th re a ten s  u s ; such  as in  its  k ind  a t  
least we have no  record  o f  as happen ing  here to fo re ; “ n o t 
m erely  au o th e r  form  o f  evil,”  b u t  m ost likely th e  la st—  
th e  m ost fearfu l form  o f evil— th a t  shall try  and  prove 
th e  fa ith  o f th e  p rofessing  C hurch  o f  G od.
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A nd ju s t  such  a  tr ia l o f th e  C hurch’s fa ith  we are  

p repared  for, by  th e  Scrip tures, already re ferred  to  in  S t. 
P au l’s E p istle  to  th e  T hessaloniaus aud  to  T im o th y , and  
tb e  R evelations o f  S t. Jo h n .

E xam ine for yourselves only th a t  single passage in  T hes- 
salonians-.— “ T h e  C hurch  a t  Thessalonica h ad  becom e 
shaken  in  mind, and  troub led , by certa in  m en teaching, in  
opposition to  th e  A postles’ doctrine , th a t  th e  day o f  C hrist 
was then im pending, ( p r e s e n t )  an d  h e  therefo re  w rites to  
w arn  them  against believing such  a  word (v . 3 .) ,  and  repeats 
w h a t h e  had  already to ld  th em , * w hile he  was ye t w ith 
th e m /  (v . 5 .) th a t  th a t  day sh a ll n o t com e, ‘ excep t th e re  
com e a  falling away first, and  th a t  M an  o f S in  be  revealed, 
th e  Son o f Perdition , who opposeth  an d  exalte th  h im self 
above all th a t is called G od, o r  th a t  is w o rsh ip p ed ; so th a t  
he , as  God, s itte th  in  th e  tem p le  o f  God, show ing h im self 
th a t  he is G od,’ (v . 3 -4 .)  even  ‘ th a t  w icked, whose coining 
is a fte r th e  w orking o f  Satan , w ith  all pow er, and  signs, 
and  ly ing  w onders, and  w ith  a ll deceivableness o f  u n 
righteousness in  th em  th a t  p e r is h ;  because th ey  received 
no t th e  love o f  tru th ,  th a t  th e y  m igh t be saved • for which 
cause, God shall send them  s tro n g  D elusion , th a t  th ey  
shou ld  believe a  lie ,’ &c. (v . 8— 11.)

“ I t  testifies, in  language w hich canno t b e  m isunderstood, 
th a t  th e  age o f S uperna tu ra l m anifestations is not p ast for 
e v e r; b u t, o n  th e  con trary , th a t  th e  E n d  o f  th is  dispensa
tion  will be specially characterized by su ch  signs, ending 
in  th e  revelation o f th a t  W icked O ne. C onsequently , th e  
id ea  of sp iritua l agency is n o t ‘ inadm issible j  ’ b u t is, in  
tac t, an  absolute artic le  o f fa ith .”

A n  opinion is , how ever, p revalen t th a t  “ th e  day  o f 
C hrist ”  m ust be  a  tim e  s till indefinitely  d is tan t, and  so 
tu e se  phenom ena a re  n o t now  to  b e  fea re il; th a t  th e  C hris
tia n  D ispensation is ordained to  enlarge itse lf, til l  i t  has 
em braced th e  w hole E a rth , converting  a ll n a tions  to  th e  
fcuth. B u t such  a n  idea  canno t be  reconciled  w ith  th e  
A postle’s  teaching . I t  is p la in  from  his w ords, th a t th e  
la s t days he  speaks o f  a re  evil, and  n o t g o o d ; th a t  hi3 
D ispensation  ends in  a  trem endous A postacy , an d  n o t in  
general p ro sp e rity : th a t  its  course is m arked by  th e  p ro 
gress of tw o M ysteries, th e  m ystery  o f G odliness, and  th e  
m ystery  o f In iq u i ty ; th e  one ending  in  th e  appearing  o f 
th e  L ord , and  o u r  gathering  to g e th e r u n to  h im  ( I .  T hess., 
iv. 17), th e  o th e r  in  th e  revelation, and  destruction  o f th e  
M an  o f Sin.
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K e  w ill come in  g lorious beau ty , clothed w ith a ll spe
ciousness o f hum an excellence, encom passed w ith  form s o f 
G odliness ( I I .  T im o thy , iii. 5 ), s ittin g  in  th e  T em ple  o f  
God ( I I .  T hess., ii. 2 ) .  H e  w ill be so perfect a  coun ter
fe it o f C hrist, th a t, i f  i t  w ere possible, h e  shall deceive th e  
very  e lect. *• H is  eye-lids a re  like  th e  eye-lid  o f th e  
M o rn ing /*  “  I  w ill n o t conceal his parts , n o r  h is power, 
n o r h is  com ely p ropo rtions/*  T h e  popu lar voice has o f a  
long  tim e  now  been speak ing  o f  “ th e  com ing Man,** and  
he  w ill be  hailed b y  h is  victim s as “ th e  M an* ' long  waited 
for, th e  incarnation  o f  a ll th e ir  hopes and  expectations.

Eighteen hundred years have elapsed since the solemn 
warning o f th e A postle was given, and knowing that, instead  
of the age o f Supernatural manifestations being past, they  
are th e special m ark  o f th e last days,— it behoves every 
m an to  be very careful how h e  meddles w ith things, o f  
which th e nature is unknown.

T h e  m ore we th in k  o f th e  words o f  th e  A postle, th e  
m ore  cause do we find fo r th e  g rea test jealousy  and  cau tion . 
H e  says, because m en “  receive n o t th e  love o f th e  truth,** 
God shall give th em  u p  to  s trong  delusion, th a t  th ey  should 
believe a  l ie ;  an d  so th e y  becom e fellow -w orkers w ith  th a t  
W icked One,„whose com ing is w ith  a ll pow er, an d  signs, 
an d  ly ing  w onders/*

Believing, then ,—■

“  I .  That at th e end o f this dispensation, —com e when it 
m ay,— there w ill be a  fearful incursion o f Evil Spirits, with 
the manifestation o f  a ll power, signs, and wonders :

,e I I .  T h a t they  w ill insinuate  them selves in  such  a  shape 
th a t  th e ir  source w ill b e  u n su sp e c ted ; and  m en  w ill 
greedily  ru n  a fte r th em , and  am use them selves w ith  them , 
as w ith  curiosities o f physical science, ignoring  th e  possi
b ility  o f  supernatu ral agency/*

I do most solemnly and earnestly warn  all and each, into  
whose hands this Tract may fall— to  shun altogether the 
dangerous, sin fu l, experiments o f  Table-Turning, Table- 
Talking, and Spirit-Rappings . “ W a t c h  a n d  F r a y ,
LEST YE ENTER INTO TEMPTATION/*



A P P E N D I X .

C aptain  B e v i l l e  th o u g h t a ll w ould  agree w ith  h im  th a t  
th e y  w ere deeply indeb ted  to  M r. C lay, fo r th e  L ec tu re  he  
h ad  th a t  day given th em . B efore, how ever, p roposing  a  
vo te  o f thanks, as  he  th o u g h t i t  was im p o rtan t to  throw  
in to  th is  in te res ting  question  even th e  le a s t possible evi
dence, h e  m igh t be  allowed to  give som e li t t le  testim ony  in  
th e  m atte r, which he  was personally  enabled to  do . A  sh o rt 
tim e  ago a  re la tion  o f his, who had  held  fo r years a  h igh  
G overnm ent app o in tm en t in  a  foreign coun try , and  a  m an 
n o t likely to  be  im pressed  w ithou t cause, was stay ing  a t 
h is house, w hen  “  T ab le -tu rn in g  ”  a n d  “  T ab le -ta lk in g  ”  
becam e th e  sub jec t o f conversa tion ; an d  M r. Godfrey’s 
p am ph le t was likewise alluded to , an d  th e  gen tlem an  was 
asked  w hether h e  had  read it .  H e  said “ N o ;  b u t had  
seen  ex trac ts  in  th e  papers, an d  also  how i t  w as abused  and  
criticised, w hich was enough fo r h im .”  A fte r d inner, six 
o r  seven sa t round  a  tab le  in  th e  ha ll, h is  friend being  one 
o f  th e  n u m b e r ; th e  tab le  presen tly  m oved, a n d  w hen  i t  had  
done  so, he  called upon  i t  to  pronounce th e  age o f one o f 
h is  children . I t  d id  so. H e  called up o n  i t  in  several 
cases, a n d  in  th re e  o r fou r instances i t  was lite ra lly  co rrec t. 
W ith  respect to  him self, he  w ould te ll th em  an  ex trao rd in 
a ry  fac t. H e  called npo n  i t  fo r h is  ow n age. I t  s truck  
“  ta p , ta p ,”  a t  a  certa in  pace till  i t  cam e to  th e  last. I t  
th e n  stopped, an d , pausing  tw ice th e  len g th  o f tim e  i t  had  
previously done, i t  gave a n o th e r ta p . U p o n  th is  h is  ch il- ' 
d re n  said i t  was w rong, i t  had  s tru ck  one to o  m a n y ; b u t 
th e  fact was he  w as e igh t m onths p ast th e  y ear to  w hich th e  
ta b le  f irs t tap p ed , an d  th e  doubtfu l ra p  ind ica ted  th e  
unfulfilled period . U p o n  th is  h is  friend  go t u p  and  
said , “  I ’l l  read  G odfrey’s p am p h le t to-m orrow .”  T h is  
h e  (C ap ta in  BeviUh) coaid  certify , being  a  liv ing  w itness 
o f  th e  tru th  o f  w ha t h e  h ad  stated . I n  add ition  to  
w h a t h e  h ad  s ta ted , h e  w ould say  th a t  he  was th e  person 
re ferred  to  by  M r. C lay, as being  in  th e  room  a n d  having  
to ld  h im  o f  w hat h e  had  spoken. H e  had  h ad  a  le tte r  
from’ a  n e ar re la tion , who knew  n o t how  to  te l l  a  falsehood,
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inform ing  h im  th a t  in  h e r  p resence a  tab le  had  been ex 
pe rim en ted  upon . S h e  said  th a t  her husband , w ho is a  
clergym an, had  c o t  his hands up o n  th e  tab le , b u t he p u t 
on  i t  a  heavy book, h e  believed a  D ictionary , w hich had 
n o  effect in  s topp ing  it. H e  th e n  rem oved th e  book 
and  p u t  down a  sm all G reek T estam en t, w hen  th e  tab le  
s topped , an d  th is  w as done m ore th a n  once w ith  th e  sam e 
effect. T hese  w ere facts, an d  facts they  w anted b rough t 
before th em . M r. C lay had  dw elt en tire ly  upon  facts, 
and  facts w hich, to  a  certa in  ex ten t, h e  could corroborate. 
N ow  h e  called upon th em  to  pass a  vote o f thanks, n o t only  
fo r th e  ab le  L ec tu re  th ey  had  heard , b u t also fo r th e  motive 
w hich had  caused M r. C lay th u s  publicly  to  com e forward. 
T h ey  w ere a ll aw are o f  th e  delicate s ta te  o f  M r. Clay’s 
h ea lth , and  h e  was convinced no th in g  would have b rough t 
th e  R everend G entlem an forw ard beyond th e  services o f his 
ow n C hurch , b u t a  feeling o f deep responsibility  in  the  
m atte r, and  a  desire to  benefit th e  souls o f h is  fellow crea
tu res . H e  begged to  move a  un ited  and  unanim ous vote 
o f th a n k s  to  th e  L ec tu rer. (C heers.)

T h e  vote o f th an k s  was seconded by  M r. I I .  L . S m i t h , 
of S ou thara , an d  carried  by  acclam ation, a fte r w hich th e  
com pany separated .

G. C. Liebenrood, Printer, Courier Office, Leamington. *


