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CHAPTER 1.

4 INTRODUCTORY—TIE CONNECTION DETWEEN TABLE MOV~
ING AND BPIRIT RAPPING—LORD BACON THE FIHST
DISCOVERER—TADLE MOVING BY SPIRITS IN AME-
RICA.

Eveny one has heard of Table Moving and Spirit
Rapping, but few are aware of their origin,and of the
intimate connection which exists between the two.
Owing to the circumstance of this connection, we
should almost fear that the evident truth of the one
incurred the danger of being overwhelmed by the
glaring imposture of the ather, did we not know, in
the words of the motto we have chosen for this work,
that “ man cannot make the true false, nor the false
true.” Allbongb the venerable Humboldt, in re-
ply to an inquiry for his opinion, advised the table
movers “to try their chaff upon a younger bird,”
and the distinguished French nmalAngo.;ﬁll pro-
A <
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fesses incredulity with regard to the published repes,
of the phenomencn, there are, nevertheless, a
number of scientific men—of inferior reputation, it
true, but of equal honesty of purpose—who hay
mtimated their belief in certain facts, which has
transpired under their own eye-sight, and which ¥
credited, are sufficient of themselves to leave no dook
in any reasonable mind that calmly investigates the
subject. Galileo’s world-renowned reply to the is
quisitors who sentenced him—*“ % pur si" muore !”
“ Nevertheless, it moves,” may be aptly quoted azis
and again by the advocates of the new phenomene
in reply to its detractors.

At the moment we write, we dare say that is
almost every other house there are to be found som
students of this mystic novelty surrounding a tabl
At first there is immoderate laughter, universl i
credulity, and here and there languid curiosity ; thi
is followed by the most hushed stillness, by profousd
silence. In about twenty minutes the fraternityi
electrified : hubbub and animation follow, which d&j
all description, for the promised results invnria.b?y
occur ; and it is not only the idle and the cunow
that are struck with what they see, but minds of the
highest grade of intellect acknowledge the truthd -
the movement of the table, though they may b
somewhat incredulous as to the accounts of a still -
more striking character that are in circulation, but
which appear as yet to have been made known only
to the few—such, for instance, as the narratives o
sounds proceeding from the table in reply to questios
asked, as to the hour of the day, the age of an indi
vidual, and sundry other matters,

But the movement is not confined to tabl
alone, as recent researches seem to indicate that in-
numerable other inanimate objects may be made
exhibit similar powers, of which music stools, porce-
lain vases, :md hats, appear to be the chief favonrites

.
e
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TAPLE MOVING AND TADLE TALKING. 5

To what all this will eventually lead we know
not. The dance of the chest of drawers with a ma-
hogany washing-stand, the waltz of the wardrobe
with the bedstead, or any of the frolics of the lively
imagination of Washington Irving, which a few years
ago amused the reading publie, or the march of Bir-
nam Wood to Dunsinane, and even the Walpurgis-
nacht, when, according to all German mystics, the
witches ride through the air upon their animated
broomsticks, now begin to lose their poetical beau-
ties, and will be considered no longer the flights of
majestic inspirations. Strange are the ideas that
float in upon the mind, as this new series of phe-
nomena present themselves. Our firm belief and
hope is that wider fields are opening to us, which
will teach us to soar above the darkness which has
hitherto pervaded mankind, and to revere and admire
the power which has created all. No doubt, tricks
and quackery will not fail to play their part in the
dance ; but as to the reality of the phenomenon, to
deny it seems to us impossible.

And yet, although we style the phenomena
“new,” it was as clear as day nearly three centuries
ago to the great mind of the philosophic Bacon,
in whose Sylva Sylvarum, under the article “ mo-
tion,” occurs the following remarkable passage :—

“ Wherever o solid is pressed, there is an inward

tumult of the parts thereof, tending to deliver them-
selves from the compression, and this is the cause of
all violent motion. It is very strange that this mo-
tion has never been observed and inquired into, as
being the most common, and chief origin of all me-
chanical operations,
- “This motion operates first in a round, by way
of proof and trial, which way to deliver itself, and
then in progression where it finds the deliverance
easiest.” .

- To our minds it does not appear at all strange,
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as remarked by Bacon, that this mysterious mot.,
was not inquired into. Three hundred years ago
would have been somewhat dangerous to exesy,
these rotations ; they would have smelt terribly o
the faggot and the branding iron. And even gy
present, in this epoch of civilization, the exerds
would in many parts of civilized Europe, make o
strongly suspected of holding commerce with the deyi}

Of course all sorts of jokes are in circulatio
having reference to the dancing tables; amongy
others, is one to the effect, that the sailors on board
one of the vessels in the river, finding some diff.
culty in turning its head, commenced the magneti;
operation, and by the exertion of their will suc
ceeded in their object. Another is, that a party
having influenced a table it suddenly flew throuz
an open window, and in its fall struck a dogu
which it instantaneously communicated its own s
quired force, and that the dog commenced spis
ning round with accumulated velocity, and tha
its rotatory motion could not be stopped until bucksts
of cold water had been freely thrown upon it. Puack
too, after describing the_farce that is now, as he sy,
having a run in private circles, remarks, “ That 3
table will go round occasionally in the eyes of thos
who are sitting at it, we can readily believe, but w
suspect that the circulation of the table is rathe
intimately connected with the circulation of the
bottle. We have not much faith in the experiment
of putting the thumb to the mahogany, but we
believe that if the fingers, with a full glass betwea
them, are raised very often to the lips, the phenome
non may at last be realized. We have seen cases in
which a rotatory movement has been imparted ta
objects of a more fixed nature than furniture ; and
indeed it is not an uncommon thing for a lamp-post, |

a pump, or even a Y‘ublic building, to commence 2
series of rapid whirls under the influence of what—
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without reference to the rappers —may be called the
‘spirits.”  We suspect that if the cause of the
revolution of the tables were to be closely investi-
gated, it would be found to result from that species
of electricity of which—although glass is said to be

a non-conductor—the glass and the bottle are the
principal agents.”

It would be too long a story to tell, to trace the
origin and connection of the spirit rapping and
table moving phenomena in all their details ;* it
will be sufficient for us to run rapidly through the
kading facts, and to describe how it was that on a
certain day in the windy month of March, 1849, a
Mr. Michael Weekman, who lived at Hydesville, in
the United States, was startled one evening by some
mysterious knocks nt his door—how, when the door
was opened, not a soul was to be seen—how the raps
were repeated, and the mysterious rapper again
sought for, with a similar result—how Weekman, in
due course, left the haunted house, and a Mr. Fox
became the tenant, and how the raps increased in
frequency and number until they grew quite alarm-
ing, until at length some ingenious individual con-
ceived the bright idea of putting questions to them,
and how he was gratified with a reply—how the old
story was told over again about the ghost of a mur-
dered man, whose body was reposing in great dis-
comfort in the conl cellar, and how all the people
round about set to work digging up the said coal
cellar until they came to water, when they very
judiciously gave it up—how the spirit still went
on rapping, and how a more certain, though very
tedious method, was discovered of obtaining replies
from it, to questions which any gaping clown could

* The reader is referred to a companion work, uniform
iAn size and price, entitled ““Spirit Rapping in England and
merica, e
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go to the house and ask—how “mediums” cap,
into fashion, and drove a roaring trade, and meeti
of “spiritual ” circles were held at New York
larly twice a-week—how the imposture flourished
and mediums grew with its growth and in
with its strength, until at length the United Btat,
of America could number upwards of 30,000 g
these infatuated or culpable professors of spirityy
manifestations.

The first instance on record of table tilting I
“ spiritual” influence is that detailed by the Her
C. Hammond, of the United States, who was origin.
ally a sceptic, but is now a medium for spiritusl
communications. He says :(—

“On my next visit, I was selected from hali 5
dozen gentlemen, and directed by these sounds(thatis,
the rappings) to retire to another apartment, in con.
pany with the three sisters and their aged mothe.
It was about eight o’clock in the evening. A lighid
candle was placed on a large table, and we seais
ourselves around it. I occupied one side of the tabls
the mother and youngest daughter the right, and
two of the sisters the left, leaving the opposite sids
of the table vacant. On taking our positions the
sounds were heard, and continued to multiply and
hecome more violent, until every part of the roms
trembled with their demonstrations. They wes
unlike any I had heard before. Suddenly, as w
were all resting on the table, I felt the side next @
me move upward ; I pressed upon it heavily, bat
soon it passed out of the reach of us all—full six fest
from me, and at least four from the nearest persos
to it. 1 saw distinctly its position ; not a thread
could have connected it with any of the compasy
without my notice, for I had come to detect imposie
tion, if it could be found. In this position it wa
situnted when the question was asked, ¢ Will the spirit
move the table back where it was before 1’ 3

|
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back it came, as though it were carried on the head
of some one who had not suited his position to a per-
fect equipoise, the balance being sometimes in favour
of one side and then the other. DBut it regained its
first position,”

'Ijl)u- next instance of table moving by the spirits
that we meet with was made public by a Mr, Part-
ridge, who, if not a medium himself, is at any rate a
publisher o *spiritual™ periodicals in the United
States, The account runs thus :(—

“ The card-table before mentioned began to move
with viclent force from one side of our circle (which
was large) to the other, rocking and rising up aund
coming down ; and finally the leaf was shut up, the
cover turned round to its place, the table was gently
turned upside down, and laid at our feet. In this
situation, myself and others took hold of it and ascer-
tained its position ; and, after a short interval, it was
turned up, the leaf opened, and the table placed as
before. A chair, which stood outside of our circle,

and several feet from any one, was suddenly moved
up to the circle and back, rocked, and fmally, with
great rapidity, conveyed from one end of the room
to the other, winding its way among the people who
sat there without touching them, and yet at times
passing with fearful rapidity within au inch or two of
our Fcrsons."

n nddition to the foregoing instances, we have
thrown together at random several other examples

of table moving by spiritual influence, all of course
from America, and derived from Mr. Spicer’s volume,
“Sights and Sounds.”

The following comes from a Dr. Coale, in o letter
to Mr. Spicer :(— |

“ Another remarkable manifestation I saw was at
o private house—the medium not exhibiting for
money. There the table tipped and rocked, the me-

dium, two women, and a girl, just to (it wi
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the tips of their fingers. Sometimes only one touche
it, sometimes all three. My brother-in-law tried ¢,
restrain the motion of the table, but was dragged haf
round the room, though exerting himself to a degrs |
which caused his arm to ache severely, even on the
following day. _

“ The most striking circumstance occurred s v
were about to separate. We were standing in pr.
miscuous groups about the room, only the medioy
being near the table, and she was engaged in conver. |
sation, so that her attention was not drawn toth
table at all. A gentleman asked for a message fo
his wife, who was present. The table tipped so as
spell out ¢ Be faithfal, and do your duty.'”

This also is a communication from the same Dr.
Coale : —

. . Another thing worthy of note was the loudnes
of the raps given by a spirit who calls himss
¢ Colonel Mark Fiske.' These wore as loud, if o«
louder, than I would like to give with my knuckls
on a table. They jarred the whole table, making the
leaf fly up! They were nlso distinctly (so muchs
as to leave no doubt of the fact) made on differest |
parts of the table, sometimes before me, somelime
another of the company, as requested. Ounce, a mer
gentle tapping was heard, and the medium spelled ot
the message privately ; then, colouring deeply, re |
marked to her mother, that it was * William.” . . ..
¢ The movement of the table was, however, very
remarkable. Three of my friends present, all sble
bodied men, and of good weight, tried to hold the
table down, while I also did my utmost to keep il
firm. It was. however, raised from the ground, and
swayed to and fro, the medium remaining perfectly

passive, and laughing at our ineffectual efforts v
resist the movemeng.” . e
‘This comes from an authority, name unknown :—

“ No one was present at this interview exeept
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the gentlemen named, Mr. Cooper, Mrs. Cooper, and
her young child, The cloth was removed from the
table. The company then seated themselves around
the table, so far removed therefrom as to preclude
the possibility of its being moved by any one of the
company unobserved by the rest. When commanded
to move, the table would move, in the direction re-
quired, a distance of six, and in some instances of
twelve, inches. One of the gentlemen then desired
(mentally) that it should be thrown over, and it was
romptly done. All these things were done with no
Eumnn power operating upon the table, The gen-
tlemen then took a book, and, placing it under the
table, requested the spirits to write therein. The
leaves in the book soon began to rustle ; soon after
the pencil was thrown upon the floor, and then the
book was violently pulled from the hands of the
{mrty holding it. One of the gentlemen, in whose
wands the book was torn and written in, declares,
upon his veracity, that he koows it was done by
some agency invisible to human sight. When the
party was at a distance fromn the table, in answer to
a request that somoe manifestation might be made
which should be entirely satisfactory, the table was
thrown over with so great violence as to break the
rim thercof in several places.”
This is also an anonymous communication :—
“Jt wns next proposed that proof should be
afforded of the power possessed by the spirits to
move substances, and they were requested to exercise
it upon the table. Every one drew a little apart, in
such a manner that none of the sitters’ legs should
approach it ; and, so far as could be observed, this
condition was most honourably fulfilled. In a mo-
ment or two the table, like *Birnam Wood,”
to move ; and, if my astonishment and discomfiture
did not equal that of the deluded thane, it was be-
cause petticoats are redundant, and it was inpossible
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not to feel how completely it was at the discretis
of any zealous little foot to assist the spirits in the
performance of this mancuvre.”

The next instance is from the report of the New
York circle, a society which comprises most of the
great professors and patrons of spiritual communi.
cations in the United States :—

‘“ Dr. Hallock related a case of physical manifes-
tations which took place on the Friday evening pre-
vious, at the house of Mr. Partridge, after the con
ference had adjourned. Mr. D. D. Hume was the
medium, and the circle consisted of Mr. Partrdge,
wife and daughter, Wm. Taylor and wife, 5. B
Brittan, and himself. On the table around which
we were seated, were loose papers, a lead pencil, two
candles, and a glass of water. The table was use
by the spirits in responding to our questions, and
the first peculiarity we observed was, that, howeve
violently the table was moved, everything on it re
tained its position. When we had duly observel
this, the table, which was mahogany, and perfectly
smooth, was elevated to an angle of about 30’ and
held there, with everything remaining on it as be
fore. It was truly interesting to see a lead
retaining a position of perfect rest, on a polished
surface inclined on such an angle. It remained a
if glued to the table, and so of everything else on it.
The table was repeatedly made to resume its ordinary
position, and then its inclination as before, as if fo
fasten upon us the conviction that what we saw was
no deception of the senses, but a veritable manifesta- =
tion of spirit-presence and of spirit-power. They
were then requested to elevate the table to the same |
angle as before, and to detach the pencil, retaining |
everything else in their stationary positions. Ths
was complied with. The table was elevated, ths

ncil rolled off, and everything else remained
They were then asked to repeat the experiment,

12 TABLE MOVING AND TARLE TALKING.
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retaining the pencil and everything else upon the
table stationary, except the glass tumbler, and to let
that slide off. This was also assented to, with the
like result.  All the articles retained their positions
but the tumbler, which slid off, and was caught in
the hands of one of the party, as it fell from the
lower edge of the table. Then the table, after being
restored to the natural position, was moved strongly
to and from the medium, and to and from different
individuals in the circle, as they would request.
After this had been repeated several times, and while
a corner of the table was inclined into his lap, Mr,
Taylor asked if the spirits would lift it clear of the
floor while in that position. Assent was signified,
and the table, after much apparent effort, though
probably only apparent, was lifted clear off the floor
as requested.  Dr. H. said he was led to the conclu-
sion that the effort was only apparent, because, while
we were watching it closely, with a light upon the
floor, so as to see the slightest motion, the table in
the meantime resting on one castor on the floor and
one corner of the leaf in Mr. Taylor's lap, was raised
perhaps about one inch, after having been literally
tumbled about the circle, sometimes upon one castor
and sometimes upon two, the leaf resting first in one
person's lap and then in another. But when the
foot of the table was finally raised as described, he,
to make sure that they were not mistaken in the fact,
got down upon the floor to observe more closely.
While looking, the foot of the table, instead of being
raised a doubtful inch or so, was thrown up clear of
the floor, six or eight inches, as if all former attempts
had been mere playful efforts. We then asked if
they could move the table with a man on it. They
replied, “ Yes, with two men on it.” Mr. Partridge
and myself then seated ourselves, back to back, upon
the table. Our combined weight is a little over 350
lbs. ; but, notwithstanding, the table was moved as
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easily as when nothing but the candlesticks, etc., we

l

v

upon it.  We were rocked backwards and forwards,
to and from the medium—the table was tipped fro

the medium,and held stationary in that position, with

us upon it; and, finally, we remarked playfully,

* When you get tired of rocking us, throw us off’ i

was done—the table was tipped strongly and rapidly |

from the medium, and we were thrown on the floor.”

At another spiritual séance we have seen are
port of, the spirits of a couple of unhappy tars, losta |
sea, were called up, and although they did notannounce |
themselves in the approved I. P. Cookean style by

shivering their timbers and topsails, yet they comn-

menced by canting over a ponderous table, heaving |
and rolling it to and fro to represent a ship in a vie |

lent tempest. As the storm increased, a loud creak-

ing sound was heard, for all the world like the

straining of the cables of a vessel sore distressel

This was followed by a *““prolonged wailing :” tha

came a “shrieking blast of wind,” with furthe
“creakings of the timbers and masts,” followed by
the “regular, sullen shocks of the waves as they
struck the bows of the doomed ”"—table ! which all
this while lay rocking on the floor like an elephast
in agony. At length the *“mahogany ™ was fairly
capsized, and the interesting Zableau brought to:
conclusion.

- A change in the entertainment now took plac
After a few minutes of repose, the table actually
raised itself up from the floor. ¢ A table, weighi
—1 (eye-witness) should judge—100 lbs., was lif
up from the floor, the legs touching nothing !” Eye
witness jumped upon it, wherenpon it commenced
rocking, without, however, tipping him over, “al
though it canted to angle of at least 45°7 As
“almost perpendicular inclination ” proved at las
more than a match for him, and over he went

]
Al
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During all this time the table was touched by no one
except eye-witness, who was perched upon it.

We will conclude this chapter with one or two
professed exposures of the American table-movings,
given by those who, disbelieving the phenomenon
was caused by spirits, were unable to attribute it o
any other cause, and jumped to a conclusion, that it
must therefore be an impostare.  The following ge.-
count is by Professor Matthison :—

While at West Winstead, Connecticut, in Jan-
uary, 1853, Rev. Mr. Woodruff and myself were in-
formed by a gentleman, that tables had several times
been magnetized in a room over his store, and that
if we would call at three o'clock r.m., that day, he
would show us the phenomenon.  Accordingly we
called, There were a number of rappers present,
among the rest, Mr. Brittan's friend, Mr. Turner.
We first sat down around the table all together, the
tev. Mr. W, the rappers, and myself. After waiting
some fifteen to thirty minutes without any resule, I
proposed that we ¢ sceptics” would retire and give
up the table to the * believers.” We did so. 1 tock
my position where I could watch every movement.
Pretty soon the table began to tip ; but 1 saw how
the requisite force was applied, and accused the par-
ties on the spot of moving the table by physical force.
This they did not deny. * That, I suppose, is the
way it is,” said one of the believers, “when we all

will for the table to move, we involuntarily apply a
a little muscular force.”

On a subsequent occasion, Mr. Matthison attended
another table-moving trial, and this is his re;art —
We placed ourselves about the table as directed.
The first thing I wished to settle was, whether 1
could move the table while some sixteen hands were
upon it, and no one see that I moved it. Very soon
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the table began to revolve. 1 yielded with others g
first ; but soon began to resist the supposed * spirig’
Feeling the resistance, he at once changed the i
rection of the table, and it began to move the othy
way. I then took it into my own hands altogethe,
willing it to go this way and that ; and asking othen
to will it in the same way ; and it also obeyed oy
wills, because T always moved it as I willed it to gy,
and no one could detect me. I then informed the
“circle” that thus far I had been the chief movin,
“spirit,” and that I had now shown that if there wy
one deceiver in a circle, he could hoax all the rest
and they not detect him.

I then asked one after another to leave the tabls,
and kept perfectly * passive” myself, till I detected
the very man who made the table, and invited me b
see it *‘revolve,” moving it with his own strength,
by his hands laid on the top of my own. I told ki
and the spectators at once that 1 had discovered the
“ gpirit,” and was ready to make oath to the fad;
whereupon, Mr. simply replied, that if it wes
so, he was not conscious of it ; and so the matter
was left for that night.
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CHAPTER II.

HOW IT CAME TO I'ASS THAT ALL THE TAULES
IN BREMEN WERE SET TURNING, AND JIOW ALL
TILE TABLES THROUGHOUT GERMANY FOL-
LOWED THEIR EXAMILE.

Tne good city of Bremen seems to have been the
: favoured locality where the first introduction of the
table-moving phenomenon to the Continent really
took place. How this wns brought about, is so
pleasantly told by Dr. Karl Andrée in a letter
written by him from Bremen to the Augsburg Ga-
zetfe,—a foreign political journal of European repu-
tation,—that we cannot do better than quote his
exact words : particularly, too, ns the appearance of
this letter in such a quarter, cnsured its extract
into every German newspaper of note, and produced
that perfect furore for table-turning experiments
with which all classes of the sober German nation,
from the king of Prussia, who operated upon the
satin-wood tables in his salon, to the artizan who
made the successful attempt on the common deal
table in his garret, were forthwith seized.

Brewen, 30th of March, 1863.

For the last eight or nine days, our good city
has been in a state of excitement which it would
be difficult to describe. It is absolutely en-
grossed with a prodigy which nobody thought of
until the arrival of the steamer IWashinglon, from
New York. People are far less anxious about the
price of tobacco, or the success of Ericson's ma-

i c
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chine, than about the ** table mor mg, " asitis calld
Not a house in the town but is taken up wid
this fantastic locomotion.

This 1s no cock-and-bull story, no Americ
joke, no Yankee extravagance. A mysterions prob
lom 1s laid before the . scientific world for thes
solution. They will have to explain how it is thx
the fluid emanating from the hand of man, b
sufficient influence on the wood of a table to st
in motion, without producing any effeet on .
rounding objects. The experiment is one whic
every one can put to the test: a power is brouzk
nto opcmtmn which no man had ever turned hs
mind to. The thing is extremely simple, [ har
been your coxrc'spundont for ten years, and yos
know whether my word is to be trasted. Chape
enabled me to test the authenticity of the ph
nomenon, and I will give you the plmn and conrie
narrative, unclozzed with vnpxd phraseology. I«
the reader judge for himself.

A merchant settled at New York, but a natin
of Bremen, received a few months back, from oz
of his sisters, a letter filled with sarcastic jokes re
lative to the xpzr:lual gymnastics, and other marvel,
which were current in the United States. Th
brother very naturally thought it was wrong t |
trifle with serious assertions, and to dispute wuh-
out proofs the authenticity of the fable morisg |
On receiving his reply, the sister lost no time i
preparing for experiments; which were made axd
repeated in a large number of family circles, and
proved successful at the first test. The friends of
these families collected from all quarters, witnessed
the new prodigy, and repeated the experiment
with equal success, on their return home.

In the conrse of a few days, hundreds of perses
of all classes had set tables moving: the schole

~and the ignoramus, the merchant and the artise.
women and children, all were equally convinced.
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On Easter Sunday, a very demure man related
to me what he had seen and experieneed. The
new phenomenon was imported from Ameriea, and
whatever importapee I may attach to bales of cot-
ton, I must confess that I have but little faith in
the spiritunlity of our good friends and brothers on
the other side of the Atlantic. Besides, to doubt

wias very excusable on such nn occurrenece.  But
from all quarters comes the intelligence that the
experiments have been crowned with suceess,
From the begioning of Easter, they had been made
by the score. Sull that signified nothing; for
human imagination often produces very singular
phenomena,

But it so chanced that on the second Easter-
day, at an evening party. consisting of about thirty
persons, I met several friends of the family of the
merchant at New York already mentioned. Our
conversation soon turned on this feble moving. A
young lady with a elear transparent eye looked
steadfastly at me, and said to me in a very even
voice :—** I could easily and instantly convinee you
of the truth of this fact. My brother at New York
gave me some explanations ; nnd I have already
Lomplctcd my first preparations.”

A few moments after, a table which stood near
the sofa, was pushed into the middle of the room,
the floor of which was covered with a Scotch car-
pet ; I requested the lady and seven other persons
w0 tnlu, their seats round it, at a distance of two
feet off. The table was a round mnh ny one,
and might weigh sixty pounds. four legs
o it.

Among the eight operators at the table, there
were three gentlemen and five ladies, their
varying from sixteen to forty. In the number
there was a student of the natural sciences, who
had just.finished his physics, and who was nweptw,
like six of his seven companions.

iy
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The Indy alone abscrvcd i=**T shall soon con
vince those who laugh.”

After every one had sat down, the chain wy
formed. To prevent the contact of people’s clothe,

a foot’s space is left between the chairs. Besidey
several lamps, the room was illuminated with thing
wax tapers. It was as light as day.  The operaton
must not touch each other’s feet, nor the leg o
the table.

The operators are placed in contact with oo
another and with the table, only by means of the
chain. This chain is formed in such a manng
that each party lays his two hands on the tli
(without leaning) and with his little finger touchs
the little finger of his neighbour. so that the litl
finger of his rwht hand rests on the little finger o
his ncmhbours left hand. The spectators pht-
themsclves round the circle of operators, making
“merry at their expense. After a lapse of tweniy
minutes, one of the ladies declares it would be ix.
possible for her to continue any longer at the table;
she feels unwell : she rises up abruptly, and dis
solves the chain.

It is, however, reconstructed in a moment, and
the vacancy filled up. The trial was long snd
wearisome. 1 saw by the clock that the si.
ting had already lasted half an hour, The |
hcgnn to talk of lcmmg their seats; the studest |
alone wished to remain, saying that he felt a maz-
netic sensation in the right arm, a sensation whick
soon manifested itself still more strongly in the left
arm. The rest soon spoke of the same fecling, and
it turned out that all those who composed the chan
were inundated with the same fluid. Three of the
assistants did not belong to Bremen, and had neva
scen the other operators before.  Whilst one o
gentleman was observing to me that he could net
understand how people could entertain themsels
with such absurdities, the ladies at the tabe

e e A i —
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shricked out, and the seven operators exclaimed
with one voice ;

‘* It stirs, it begins to move ! And such was
the fact., First the surfuce of the table began o
move on this side, on that side, from top to bottom,
and then the table began to move of itself.

We spectators lost no time in removing the
chairs of those who must still continue to compose
the chain, and the table, still in contact with the
hands, advanced, proceeding northwards, and turn-
ing on itself so rapidly as to render it almost im-
possible for the circle of operators to follow.

At the recommendation of one of the spectators,
some of the persons composing the chain put their
arms and clothes in contact, and the dancing table
stood still immediately,

The chain was then reconstructed, and in three
minutes at most the table resumed its motion,
running on so fast as to suggest to me the idea of a
steeple chase. At length the circle of operators,
grown tired, forsook the table, and we put it back
i its place, near the sofn, where it stood fixed and
steadfust as usual.

I take upon myself the responsibility of all 1
have alleged. People might say there is some
illusion beneath it.  But there is no reason to sup-
pose s0. I believe that the whole phenomenon
will be very simply explained. The seven novi-
ciates, after the lapse of half an hour, gave the
same account of what they had experienced, Ench
of them had been under the influence of a fluid, all
the more powerfully felt that he was seated by the
side of a more scnsitive and nervous operator. On
the greater or less intensity of the fluid, depends
the greater or less speed in the fulfilment of the

phenomenon.  Some instances there have been
when twelve or fourteen minutes have been enough
to effect it.  In another case, which happened yes-
tcrday, it rcquired uan hQBr ﬂ-ﬂda hnlfol lasw >0v o
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Certain sceptics have hired strong and squam.
built emigrants, who had no notion of fabdle morisy,
to compose the chain.  They have given them 4
few francs, a dinner, or a glass of brandy, for the
trouble. The experiment has never failed.

Success appenrs more certain when the chain i
composed of persons of both sexes.  Young childng
and very old people seem to Inck sufficient fluid 1
make up the full supply. Yet cases hove bee
known of children of fourteen succeeding among
themselves in producing the resalt.

Scientific men after this have only to scarch fa
the nature of this power emitted from the hands of
man, and which communieates locomotion to inert
wood. The hands composing the chain feel them
selves all drawn forward at the same time by the
top of the table. When the table begins to move,
the chain cannot be dissolved.

The motion consists at first in a kind of rollinz,
like that of a ship. After that begins the marrh
and rotation on the axis of the table. Al
wenerally agree that the progress is northwarde
The rotation is usually from left to right, but some-
times the reverse will happen.

It is evident that the experiment is easily tried,
and that every one may convince himself with his
eyes and hands. T know not whether experiments
prove successful with tables made of iron or of
other wood than mnhogany. At Bremen, mahogany
tables only were made use of.

In trying experiments, it will be advisable to
place together persons of different constitutions
and sexes. The motion will thereby be rendered
more ready and speedy. As for the rest, science
will easily discover the laws of this phenomenon
A scientific man of this city is at present engazed
in trying experiments with o compass in his hand.
I was unwillingz to leave to another to communicate
to you what I had secen. 1Inall this there is a mix.

|
|
|
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ture of the serious and the comical, new clements
to be discussed by the faculty, and new jests for
humourous publications.

Dx. Axpree.

The Doctor was right enough in this latter sur-
mise, for before long Germany was quite deluged
with caricatures, ridiculing the pew phenomenon;
and a3 to the more sober kind of publications, his
letter was received by them and the public generally,
with a perfect shout of scorn aud incredulity, In
truth, the extraordinary assertions contained in it,
though proceeding from 50 serious a man, more
than justificd doubt. Among the refutations with
which the author was in a short time deluged, he
was only spared the accusation of imposture by the
henevolent supposition of illusion, of involuntary
error, pardonable in a credulous character. The
public being soon tired, however, of laughter and
vague discussions, attempts were made to produce
the same effect. Having alrendy decided, the pub-
lic then thought about investigating, and when all
that had been stated was proved to be true, there
came over all a feeling of general stupified astonish-
ment ; experiments were multiplied without num-
ber, and on all sides the reality of the fact was
announced, as admitting of no further doubt,—being
established, confirmed, and demonstrated by men
commanding the most perfect confidence. From
this moment, there was an universal rotatory revo-
lution in progress; all the tables in Germany com-
menced turning, and all the people’s hends went
round with them. The ** fischruecken,” and the
** klopfyeister,”” or dancing tables and spiritual gym-
nastics, became a regular creed with every news-
paper beyond the Rhine. The Augsburg Gazelte
gave the dance of tables precedence of the Eastern
question ; the Lioyd of Vienna almost forgot Lom-
bardy ; the Gazetle de Cologne, the gospel of the

*



! TADLE MOVING AND TABLE TALKINOG,

Germanic confederation, constructed a special rubs
for this grand marvel of the day. Illustrious me,
signed certificates which sealded the throats
other illustrious men; and people posscssed of g
celebrity to give authority to their allegations, eo.
tented themselves with being the authors of th
miracles of which those more distinguished wen
the mere historians.

It will readily be believed that the gay city of
Vienna was not behind-hand in this state of uni.
versal commotion. Like Bremen, it soon had
its tables in active exercise, and singular enough
were the effects which were produced, ladies fainted,
stronz men were seized with trembling, and chat
tering of the teeth, and the nervous system of
many of the operutors received violent shocks.
The Z%mes correspondent, writing from Vienna just
as the excitement was commencing, says that Dr.
Andrée’s letter excited a mingled feeling of cu-
riosity and incredulity there. ** Curiosity,” how-
ever, he goes on to say, *“prevailed, and for the
last three days the Viennese have thought and
spoken of nothing but the new American discovery.
Of the innumerable experiments made, many were
not suceessful. An eye-witness states that on Sun-
day afternoon five members of our Judicial Politi-
cal Rending Union—men of different ages—seated
themselves round a small table, with double feet,
and formed the magnetic chain, according to the
instructions given by Dr. Andrée, of Bremen, i
the above-mentioned letter. In an hourand a quar-
ter the rotary motion commenced. The experi-
ment was made in the presence of fifty persons.
The Wiener Zeitung, yesterdny evening made men-
tion of two other cases, in both of which the tables
were broken.

* ¥Yesterday evening the experiment was tried in
my presence on the *parquetted’ floor (Dr. An-

drée rccommends a carpet) of the room. Round
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the table three ladies and five gentlemen placed
themselves, and formed n magnetie chain, which is
effected by ench person laying his hands lightly on
the margin of the table and placing the little finger
of his right hand on that of his neighbour's left.
After the experiment had lasted about an hour, the
table began to exhibit an almost 1mperceptible un-
dulating movement., Some minutes after it was
convulsively jerked to the right and left, and
finally it turned to the right on its own axis with
such veloeity that the persons forming the chain,
who had in the mean time risen, were obliged to
run in order to keep pace with the new.fashioned
locomotive. The movement was so violent that
the bystanders were soon obliged to relieve the
original nctors.  When one person left the chain
and another entered, there was a slight interruption
of the eleetrie strenm, but in two or three minutes
the table was dancing about the room as hefore.
“In the course of the experiment, which alto-
gether lasted two hours and a quarter, it became
evident that some persons possess far grenter mag-
netic powers than others. If, when a new chain had
been formed, the table seemed disinclined to con-
tinue its exertions, one gentleman, a man of great
strength and size, could always immediately arouse
its dormant cnergies. This circumstance induced
some persons to fancy that, by pressing the palms of
his hands forcibly on the table, he gave it an artifi-
cial impetus ; but to convinee them that such was
not the case, hie hooked his little fingers into those of
his neighbours, and barely touched the table with
the tips of his thumbs. If the dress of any link in
the chain was touched, the electric fluid escaped,
and the table stood still; and the same effect was
produced if it was touched by a bystander. The
sensations experienced by the experimentalists be-
fore the magnetic fluid was equally distributed
through all the links of the chamn were very dif-
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ferent, but the most common were leat, tinglisg
and pulsation in the hands and arms, and pains
the head. In two cases ladies fuinted ; but thisg
hardly caleulated to excite surprise, as there i
something * weird” in the whole affuir. Anagent ¢
police, who suddenly found himself in the presese
of a society of table-movers 1n expectation, woald
probably take them for a gang of conspirators ju
swearing fidelity to each other.  Successful tali
movers—that is, those in action—are like 50 magy
wild witches and warlocks.

“* After quitting the above-mentioned house I wen
to the Mercantile Club, where an unsuccessful tra
was made. On leaving the chain, one of the gentle.
men affirmed that his watch * had gone backsvards
during the experiment.” The assertion causd
considerable hilarity at the time; but my ows
watch—which is known to Dent, of Charing Cros,
as a capital one—was twenty-scven minutes behind
time this morning.”

Among the many scientific men whom Dr. An.
drée’s letter had set to work experimenting in
reference to the mew phenomenon, was Dr J.
Bohm, director of the Prague Observatory. The
result of his investigations was described in the
following terms in the journal of that city :(—

The experiment began at twenty minutes past
ten; at twenty-five minutes past ten Dr. Schleicher
and Dr. Halla announced that they felt that the

fibres of the table were stirring. The latter thought,

however, it could only be a peculiar sensation 1o
the fingers.

At twenty-seven minutes past ten a lady, who
made part of the chain, said she felt a sensation
exactly similar to that produced by the electric
machine. At the same time Professor Schleicher
felt titillations at his fingers” ends.

At thirty minutes past ten Dr. Halla felt a

strong heat overspread his whole body, and Dr,
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Schleicher declares that the titillations of the
fingers become much more distinet, especially on
the three middle fingers, which come more com-
pletely in contact with the table.

At thirty-two minutes past ten, Professor Baron
Leonhard: experienced a shivering in the back.

At thirty-four minutes past ten, Professor
Schleicler complained of giddincss. At the same
instant every operator, excepting myself, eried out
that the table had eracked a little, and was begin-
ning to move,

At thirty-five minutes past ten, we all of us saw
the table experience a shake, as if it had been sud-
denly struck. At the sight of this phenomenon, I
must admit, I trembled with surprise and bewilder-
ment,

At thirty-six minutes past ten I even heard,
although somewhat dull of hearing, the elear and
distinct sound of the locomotion of the tuble, similar
in every respect to that of a picee of furniture when
pushed or removed.

At thirty-seven minutes past ten, the table per-
formed n rotation, which wns but slight, yet very
perceptible for ull that. This motion was more
durable than the former. A few seconds later, the
table began to move again, and maintained its
course uninterruptedly for five minutes. The want
of room obliged us to break off the cxperiment,

Whilst the table was still in motion, I suddenly
arted the chain, and the moveable instantly stood
still. The chain was re-constructed, and nfter a
few seconds, the motion recommeuccd It i1s of
course understood that as soon as the table moving
had begun, the chairs had been removed.

Professor Schleicher’s giddiness disappeared the
moment the table began to move. The operators
felt a strong perspiration in the palms of their hands
atrel:cbed over the table, wlnch ad been moistened
with it
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The table, it secms, was of cherry-wood.
rotary motion conformed with that of the earth o
18 axis. In five minutes’ time, the table had 1y
velled over a curve of rather more than 180 4
grees, a little more than a semi-circle, and kot |
advanced from two to three paces in o \wnuh%

:

direction.
This motion may, in truth, be a consequence o

the rotation, which, on an uneven floor, cannot
effected without deviating, by a table with fou
legs.

Nor must it be forgotten that the above expen.
ment was produced in fifteen minutes, which ms
have been occasioned by the good dxspomhomd |
the operators. For when the experiment had ter
minated, four other persons, all of them men, st |
down to repeat it, and after waiting for an how |
and a quarter to no purpose, were obliged to dess |

from their design.
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CHAPTER TII1,
THE TALKING TABLE AT Doxx,

Tue most marvellons report that has been re-
ceived from Germany, comes from one of the Pro-
fessors of the University of Donn, and 1s of a
character to excite our **special wonder.” We
are afraid few English readers will feel disposed to
accept it with confidence, although the learned
Professor’s statements appear to be gunranteed by
four ont of the six intelligent eye-witnesses present,
The following is Dr. %h.muxburﬂ 8§ narrative :—

It was the 15th of April, 1853, at half-past four
in the afternoon, I went with my wife to the house
of M. Neusser, \\hcn it was resolved. for the enter-
tainment of the ladies and children, to try experi-
ments of table moving nnd spiritual gymnasties. 1
consented with a certain reluctance to become an
actor in this diversion; but I gaw and was convinced.
Every kind of experiment was tried up to half-past
nine; they were all wonderfully suceessful, and their
nature was such ns to overcome the most obstinate
incredulity.

The company consisted of two gentlemen from
thirty to forty years old, of seven landies from
twenty to forty, and of children of both sexes
between cight and twelve. The meeting of all
these people was quite fortuitous. The tem-
perature of the room was at 16" Réaumur,
and at one o'clock the barometer stood at 187°
ahove the level of the Northern Ocean. The wind
was north-westerly, and the sky pure and serene,
~ 1st. The experiments of Iocomotion were tnﬁ
on a cherry-tree table, light and finely smooth,
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a round flat top, a foot and a half in dinmeter, me
of a single piece, and supported by three legs. |
was placed on the deal floor, and the chain wg
formed under the directions of M. Andreé.

Each operator put his hands on the table, th
two thumbs resting on ecach other, and the it
fingers so placed as to let the little finger of ti
rwht hand rest on the little finger of the left hasd
of the party adjoining. Slight deviations frumum
rule, and the exchange of persons constructing ts
chain, had no effect on the result.

The first symptoms of the moving were felt i
half @ minufe at most, which must doubtless be 2
tributed to the presence of the ladies; and alswoy
the fact, that the table had already been submitted
to an cxperiment a few moments before, and ha
still retained the degree of heat and electricity re
quired to produce the effect. Before the shoek
began, I felt shudderings and shootings from the
elbow to the finger -ends, preciscly ns one fes
under the action of the electric apparatus. The
began the fable moving, as if drawn along by kicks,
We likewise heard a low noise on the table—the
boards seemed to be snapping under some myste.
rious influence.

2nd. One of the ladies, who had become famibar
with the experiment by reiterated practice, tok
upon her the command, which was afterwards gives
up to us. Whilst we were round the little table
full of anxious expectation, she exclaimed : “ Table,
turn upon thyself, and go to the right.”

The table, then, rising upon one leg, turned abom
with such rapidity as to render it difficult for usts |
follow 1t, '

* Faster, faster ! cried the Iady.

Then the table began to wheel about in so
a manner that we were often forced to bmk lh

chain, without, however, aﬁ‘ectmg in the least the
results obtained.

.-.——. —
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At the erv of ** Halt,” the table stood still.—
“Turn to the left with the same rapidity ! said the
same voice ; and the moving was renewed with the
same specd, and with a submissive obedience worthy
of u well-trained dog or n wonderful antomaton.

At the word ** halt,” there was another stop.

Afterwards eame an order to turn on its three
legs. And so it was. The rotation was, of course,
glower, and more difficult; but, after all, there was
the same obedience, and no gap in the course.

Jrd. Then they ordered the table to march, and
it advanced according to order—at one time townrds
the stove—nt another, towards the window, the es-
critoire, or the next room, and through the hall, as
far as the kitchen. It moved along, changing its
leg, and constantly turning about, like a vessel
tossed on a rolling sea. They ordered it to go
through the same mancuvre on its three legs at
once, which was more arduous, but which wns ac-
knowledged to have been done. The lndies com-
plained that it was painful to see the torture in-
flicted on that poor cherry-tree table.

4th. The longer the experiments were continued,
the more easy the task of obedience scemed to be-
come. They told the table to bow to the person
who should be mentioned by name; and, necording
to order, this was done. Sometimes, before bow-
ing, the table made another motion : most frequently
the leg farthest removed from the person named
rose up, and the inclination was made on the two
others. When the table waus making these bows,
the bystanders wonld ery out, in their mirth,
“ Lower, lower still !’" at which it would bend so low
down that it must have fallen, had it not been held up.

It is right to notice in this place, that, during all

these different orders, the hands of the operators did
not exert the least pressure. On the contrary, we
were requested not to disturb the experiment by
any effort of our own; and I, for my part, paid con-
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tinual attention that nothing on the part of g,
spectators should econtribute to the motions of 4
bewitched moveable.

Sth, Sull more occult and ineredible are 1, -
periments we are now going to relate, in whic
table, by a motion from top to bottom, perfor,.
with the most accurate measure, replies to the g,
tions proposed to it.  No collusion was possible .,
every witness of this extraordinary scenc is ready,
attest and confirm it. '

Question 1. Table, tell us how many persong ..
there about thee ?

Reply. The table answers by three, four, 4
seven strokes, according to the actunl numbe gy
each time correctly.

Q. 2. What is the time?

R. The table beats five strokes, and at the s,
moment the nearest church-clock strikes five,

Q. 3. How many children has Madame B—:

Ii. The real number.

Q. 4. How many quarters after eight?

R. Three strokes. It was a quarter to nine by |
my watch, as all present were able to bear witnes

Q. 5. How old is Gaspard ? (This was the s
of Professor Simrock, who was present,)

R. Correct.

Q. 6. How many rings has Madame Schaues
burg on her hands? :

R. Correct again. |

Q. 7. What is the half of fourteen? |

R. The first time the table gave eleven stroks:
the second time the answer was correct. |

Several questions were put as to the future, ¥
these were given up, becanse it often happens ti#
such amusements produce irksome impressions; I#
they inquired about things known only to one of %
party, or to none present. 3

Q. 8. How many children has Professor N
daughter-in-law = SEE s

1
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IR. Two. This was the fact.

Q. 9. How many children has 'rofessor N. him-
sclf 2

R. Six, instead of four. This wos inaceurate.

Q. 10, Iow old is Mademoiselle X 2

IL. Thirty-seven. This wus the truth, thouzh
nobody would ever have suspeeted it. |

Q. 11. How many knobs are there in thy legs?

When I proposed this question, we were so ncar
the table that it was impossible to look at the legs
to count the knobs, and I knew the real number
least of ull.

R. The table told thirteen, and, when we raised
it to ascertain the fact, the reply was found to be
quite correct.

Other questions of the same nature were equally
well replied to.  Some one asked, ** How many dol-
lars didst thou cost 2”7 The answer was, ** I'wo ;" —
and when the question was put, ** How many art
thou still worth 7" the table answered, ** Oaly one.”

TI'he company had too much good sense to in-
quire about serious matters relative to the future.
It was resmuembered that only a few days before, a
lady from Cologne having asked the table how many
vears she had still to live, the table had replied with
one stroke. The terrified lady had fainted, had
been carried home, and was not yet recovered from
her alarm.

They only proposed such questions as were
merry and amusing, and, as I was mindful of every
one's health, I begged them to relinquish the expe-
riments, which, if too much prolonged, might be
hurtful ; consequently the questions were suspended.

Subsequently, we repeated the experiment with
a mahogany table, with an oval top, four feet long.
The table answered correctly, that it had cost four-
teen dollars.

Au old mahogany chest of drawers, weighing
upwards of sixty pounds, mounted on four iron
D
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castors, began to turn upon itself with %0 my
eolenty. as to require all our exertion 1o keep pay
with it.

I asked myself what strength it required, whe,
these movenbles had raised themselves under. b
effects of the charm, to put them down. T kay
frequently made this experiment, and the. resivtas
I had to overcome at each time, was equal 1o the
-~ which might have been. offered by a child betwen
six and seven years old. |

Several - times when -we. wished to. renew the
experiments, after a pause, the motions. tired o2
patience before they declared themselves. .

The presence of two young.girls of twelve and

sixteen years old in the chain, was however alwa
sufficient to. communicate to the table. our wl:o,
strength and determination. . '
— The extraordinary tension of the phuu:nl ard
moral faculties, the trust we had in.the experiments,
nlums made us undergo more or 1¢ss inconvenience.
And yet one lady who was suffering. from seven
headache, was cured by the Zable moving..

After my wife and I had. left, several other ex-
periments were made.at M. Neusser's, and I relate
them only from report.  They ordered the tablets
lean forward when nns“crmg a question affinma
tively, and to. shoke itself when replying in the
negative. This experiment succeeded ; and. to.more
serious . questions. answers. were returned which
need not here be cited. - -

I was. convinced. that. the mare the hands ad.
\'anced, the more. rapid beeame the table movings.
When, at eleven o’clock at night, in the midstof.
its rotation, they wanted.. suddenl} 10. stop it. the
table. creaked as if it were abont. to snap asunder;.
and when they asked if it were xmpmn,JLnnswend
in fhe affirmative. "N © e - raals 5228

- For a long time to_come, the puh]xc ~will.
that all thm.n..bnt..n..cletez. deception, . So did .{ |

-
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think mysell.  Dut I have changed my opinion.
Professors Schopen and Simrock, who wére present

ut most of these experiments, were obliged to gwe
way to conviction,

The facts are not 1o be dcnu d. What 1 am now

writing to-day, is what I saw yesterday, and I am
warranted in re pe mng i,

The table moving is A FACT,

I am certain, too, that the room in which ex-
periments are tricd, should be of & lukewarm tem-
perature, und the hands ought to be moist.  When-
ever the experiments succeeded, 1 obscrved that
my hands were rather swollen,

Yesterday we repeated the experiment.  There
were present, MM. Professor Hoffmann de Fallers-
leben, Dr. Schade, and Marcus, senior, o bookseller,
all residing at Bonn, and most of the ladies and-
children of the day before. The company met in
the sume apartment,—the experiments were tried
on the same moveables, the temperature stood at
seventecn degrees Réaumur.  The rcsults-obmincd
were the same. -

The children pointed out the plum- “ood mblc as '
a plaything. . We consented. to rcpent the expen-
ments to amuse them, -~ - oL

It is not necessary to-repeat in tlns p]nce all
the consequent results; they were re-produced
almost in the same order as yesterday.  We made
the table march on as far as the hall; and T went
over the way to the shop of M. Mnrcus, the book-
seller, and asked him if he would like 10 see M.
Neusser’s table pursue its gyrations into the street. -
He answered with a smile, which was immediately -
after turned into a- poof wonder by the faet.
When the table and chest of drawers ad- proved
thntihcy had preserved all their faculties, questions

(fnt m.them.fot.aoln&wn, and -all of them Te-

ce[ve "(' ..T‘;‘J‘ 7 & .l-....é
Profcuor Hoffmann first inquired with sn air-of
D 2
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absolute mistrust, ** What's o'clock? " The by
returned six distinct strokes, and at the S
turned about as if to observe that the numbey o
completed. The same thing had taken place \'m: .
day, thongh I forgot to mention it before. =~

Madame Neusser then ordered the table ,
salute neighbour Marcus, which was done, s.; :
ordered it likewise to bow to Mademoiselle j, |
toinette Neusser, who was twelve years old, a5 4 |
had already several times directed. This wo g
ceeded. Madame Neusser said, on observing My
Marcus and Hoffmann in the chain with seyey
ladies, ** We have a poet at the table. Dow ¢
him!"

The table did not disobey. It afterwards singlg
out M. Hoffmann as the eldest, and Mademoisds
Antoinette as the youngest of the party.

On the 12th of April, at one of the enrliest ep
periments, Mademoiselle Sophie Sobern. had asks
the table how many days more rain we should har
The table answered, #iree days. On the 13th o
April, it replied to the same question, fwo dog.
On the 14th of April, the answer was one ds
And truly the rain left off en the 15th of Apnl

After it had replied by a single stroke, the tabe
wheeled about several times with the look of a cos.
queror,

A lady had stakes in the lottery. She asked
the table, * How much will my stake produce?®
The table returned twenty strokes. **And hox
much of that will be mine?” The table gave fin
strokes. The lady, indeed, had only ventured upes
a fourth share.

Somebody handed me a cambrie pocket handker-
chief with the initials A. S., and the figure 6 under-
neath them. I looked at the figure, and inquird
which letter of the alphabet was marked upon the
handkerchief ? .

The table replied 6, .

!
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I begun to scold the table, whilst M. Hoffmann
laughed out nloud ; but every one remarked that on
repeating the question, the table answered by a

single stroke, followed by severnl whirligigs,

l)n( tor Schade tries the table in arithmetic.
e asks, what 1s the half of fourteen; the table
ANSWETS, SeVen.

Professor Hoffmann inquires, how many feet
there are in an hexameter rs the table replies with
an effort, nnd stammering, six.

I next pagsed on to the subject of history, and
inquired how many kings had reigned in Rome up
to Tarquin the Proud ; The table replied by seven
strokes.

Wlien describing itself] it said it had a top and
three legs.

Mdlle. Schramm, who eame in at this juncture,
was treated very gallantly by the table, “luch told
her she was but thirty, whilst in re: lhtv she is forty.
MM. Hoffmann and Schade observed to me that
they had never considered the lady to be above
thirty. The table hnd performed no whirligig after
the reply.

M. Marcus inquired, how many children he
had ? The table answered, six, which was true.

M. Schade, whose fmmlv was not known to any
person present, asked how many sisters he had?
The tble returned a sm;_lc stroke. This was the
fact: he had had three sisters, two of whom are dead.

M. Marcus inquired, ** How many sons have I?
Answer, four. And how many daughters >  One.”
These rcphcs were correet.  The table wheelcd
nbout as usual.

For sake of variety, questions were now put to
the chest of drawers.

M. Schade inquired: ¢ How mnny pm6nk :ﬁ‘c
there in this chamber? ™ 7w Jn

Ten, beat the drawers with cnmbrow‘ﬁw'kim’ -
‘ness.  This was very wrong: there were eleven.
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. The question was repeatod in o louder v,
The old_moveable secmed to blush, and bowsd,
times with an air of deep humility.

I can affirm that Dr. Schado, watehing s,
operator with the eyes of an Argus, Mrove hay
dizcover whether the hands resting on the chy,
drawers took any part in these motions, or whe,
the whole of these phenomena. proceeded soledy &,
the fluid poured out of the fingers.

We nfterwards tried exporiments on the dey,
and table ot the same time, bringing them o,
each other and ordering. them to exchange bey
and the result was cqually satisfactory.

Somebody nsked the table, by the side of whi
stood pretty little Antomette, with MM, Hoffa
and Schade: ** Who is the most discreet
present#”' The table inclined towards little Asg
nette. This was right, for the movings didx
produce on any one so striking an cffect as they @
upon this child. When we, men, had been o
ten minutes at the table, nothing was required is
a slight pressure with Antoinette’s hand to prode
instantancously the liveliest motions. -~ It o
» rq.un from other experiments, that it is faves
ntc to success to let children: take part in
chain,

“ Who is the most passionate 2" A bow 1o He
man Neusser, aged fourteen.  “ Who is the me
sincere 2" Another bow to Antoinette, “* How
dollars did you cost2" Two, ** How mauy dolls
are you still worth?’"  Only one. -

They looked to ascertain whether the affirs.
tives and negatives could not be indieated by e
o-c.l'lll_::m of the u‘:!ﬁ;d‘ g 3

experiment e table vacillated,

s cq,g,.ﬁ".w upon three feet and pmdn:lud
sort of irregular and hurricd vibration in answers

# question requiring the afficmative reply. It leass
forward also to a question requiring a yer for o
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answer, Most of the company felt fir more anxions
to bear prophecios than o sscertain whether the
table oonld be bronght (o return » pesitive sign
for the atfirative or wegative, ' With a fond

of obtaining these predietions they inquired : * Wil
sueh 4n event won come to pras?™ The table did
not stie. If the event will cerfainly not take
place, return two distinet motions,” The tahle then
replicd by two very distinet motions, The ques-
tion, 1 freely admit, was absurd,

Dr. Sehade inquired: *In how many years
shall I get married ;" und obtained this agrecable
answer: 1o u year,” That ix to say, a single
stroke followed up by & whirligig.

It is much 1o be regretted that the desire felt
by the spectators to know future events, imparted
to the experiments as well ax 1o the questions o
much confusion and disorder, a3 o disarrange and
baffle my obscrvations.

M. Holfmann von Fallersleben once more, at my
request, put questions on sulijeets the truth of
whith was known to at least one of the company. “As
for instance : ** In what month was 1 born #" Four
strokes were returned after several hurried and
oonfused vscillations, and Hoffmann said : * That is

ight, | was bomn in the month of Apal.” To the
;:Lmu question : * And on what day in April?*
three strokes were given direetly, without whirligig.
Hoffmann, dissatisfied, u'outj the wable, w!
appeared o stand before him like a stupid ‘school-
buy. He repeated kiis question more severely, and
this time the table said “ two;" which Ho

on] : b niting 11.1
wished to terminate the ' by asking on
what duys of the month were m&.’ ’

|
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chain, consisting only of my wife and little Asy
nette, the table began to run so fast, us 1o make ,
no casy matter to hold it. Questions were o
posed and solved. The month of Dr, Schade's big
was mcorrectly stated at first, then correetly, g
with so much violence, that the varnish on the se

face of the polished mahogany burst nsunder,

In all that T have written hitherto, I have bes
a mere chronieler. I have said and copied fres
nature, according to what my eyes have conten
plated ; my only object having been to desenbe
Here and there a few hasty remarks bave lea
ventured, which I leave to the reader’s indulgens

To such a production as this, the saying d
Horace, nonum prematur in annum, 18 not a k.
cable. I send it forth into the world, and awat
without miswivings the lot which the ignorant ad

learned will assion to it.
As it is but right, with such communications,

that the unbelieving should be confronted with ua.
deniable proofs, I will ask for certrficates from thaf
xperi-

persons who have seen, heard. felt, and e
mented with me, and ascertained the impossibilisy

of any kind of deception.
These gentlemen are :
1. M. Jean Neusser. of Bonn.
2. Professor Simrock, of Bonn.

3. Professor Schopen. of Bonn.
4. M. Hoffinann von Fallersleben, of Bonn.

5. Dr. Schade., of Bonn.
6. M. Marcus, senior, bookseller. of Bonn.

I have applied to them for their opinion, and!

intend to send it to the press.
2

The reader, perhaps, expects me to give here
declaration, as to what I believe of what has been
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related to me; he may expeet mo to say where
reality leaves off, and ﬁmlnss begins.

Positive ly speaking, 1 do not believe in the
Pn-(ll(lmn-l the table being unable to notify the
idea of one of the ope rators in the chain. It ean-
not go beyond man's knowledge, My wife told me
that she counted the thirteen knobs on the legs of
the table, whilst the strokes were being beat, but
she was not a member of the chain, and was two or

three vards from the table,
It seems to me, that it would be premature to

attempt already to offer explanations.  But here 1s,
in a few words, what T think unquestionable :(—

Ist. The table and chest of drawers only turned
and moved at the order of one person, in such a
manner a§ the rest might voluntarily concur.  As
regards the bows, and \s]wchn"s about, each of us
at his pleasure might give the order.

2nd. In the case of certain questions, whether
they related to the present, to the past, or to the
future, the table replicd by instantly striking. If
the questions had reference to things unknown to
all, they were believed or disbelieved at plensure.
If they related to things known to all, the answer
returned was always nccurate, after one or two re-
petitions.  The number, when known to one person
only, was not generally correctly stated, unless the
person who knew it was in the chain.

The table cannot speak : true, but I can say for
my part, with a free conscience, that the table
morving, and the feble language are incontrovertible
fncts.

I am about to conclude these pages, but I shall
still pursue my inquiries and meditations. As for
the particulars of the subject, I will answer to them.
I shall willingly meet discussion, and will not quote
people s names therein, whilst I discard prejudice.

Dx. H. ScHAUENBURG.
“ Bonn, the 15tk of April, 1853, Eleven a.m.
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DOUCUMENTS IN CONFPIBMATION OF TIHE Yory
GOING STATEMENT. ’

Professor Pliicker, who was invited on the 1%
of April, to take part in the mecting on the 14
wrote to say, that his numerous occupations o
vented him from attending,

Professor Schopen wrote to inform me that
requires more time to enable him to deliver a pw
tive opinion on a subject of such a nature,

I annex here the letters 1 have received frn
MM. Simrock, Hoffmann von IMallersleben, Schade
and Ncusser, e 0t

M. Marcus, senior, the-bookseller, has declined
from prudential motives, to say a word for e
agninst the thing, 4

. . “Bonn, the 14th of Apri, 185,

** Most honoured Doctor,

** How can I persuade people that the expen
ments which I was a witness to are not delusive’
Certainly; they do not rest on any ostensible frasd
we are both convinced of that; bnt may wem
be ourselves the objects of some hallucination’
Who can believe that a poor, unsophisticated tables
able to read the future 7 Flad not the prophess |
and answers intervened, one might haye accounts |
for the moving as the result of magnetic powe.
But the language puts an end to the phenomenon
A table which returns answers must have for it
basis some illusion. Sarely then may not tabk
moving likewise be an illusion ? E ‘

~ *“One very important phenomenon will survive
these experiments : that our limbs are. very sub

missiye agents to our will.
' * With friendly grcctin%, yours,

“Of all that Dr. Schauenburg hns written ot
table moving, and table striking, witnessed at the
house of M. Neusser, at Bonn, on Thursday after

— -

)
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noon, the 14th of April, from six to half-past seven.
I was an cfo-mtncn. and an ear-witness, and |
guarantee all his allegations,

“lHorrMaxx VON Fu.r.zuu.mnx.

-aw 0‘0’—'---

“I certify that T was present at the house of
M, Neusser to.test experiments of table moving
table speaking, that 1 participated in them, and l
everything wcnt on_ns Dr. Sclmucnburg hns dc-

! loribcd nbavo
3 w 2w 711N Dn. Oncamlunx.. .
} “Bovm, tk 1615 Apﬂil, 18532 5

- @Tn tho afternoon and evening ol' thc 13zh of
-this month, I invited to my- hmuo o company of
Jadies and geutlemen, among them MM. Schauen-
~burg, Schopen, and Professor Semrock, in order to
show them the real facts counected with the his-
“tory. of table moving. M. Schauenburg, who took a

-particular-interest in this matter, has related e
«aennratoly what took place, and I ean guumntee il
“he has written with my tcsmnony and-nnuze ©on-

\ncuon. —: ROl B veoy :
WTIC Ty el Oy W S ias 9‘J..N1wuzn.
° “an,lhwthdpnl,ﬂﬂ rmett U wsiey mt wemesn
(aire ondsand, Yo '-'»‘1""""".','- aht 35 secedih

e "\,0-71 )\{'-‘ ..- e T 'v" "o \,.:ﬁ-.’l,‘ .,..;s "..-..?m

.::*-atr"’QZv ! 1= T2 o} mon? lboge wabi.orh (el

ST ¥ ot on herl 7adl 2 v Qm‘;q onsit o:p,

l»':.«'xg Fzol wtwl: ;-rz-r«'bm s o s
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CHAPTER VI.

THE DANCING MANEQUIN=—JIIOW TO RIDE ACRw
A BROOMSTICK—FURTHERRL EXVPERIMESTS

Ir the reader has perused the foregoing narratiy
with a smile of incredulity, what will he think ¢
the annexed statement, which was given 1o th
world by a Belgian newspaper, in the shape of 3
letter from Heidelberg, which certainly has not the
advantage of being certified to by half o doe=
intelligent eye- witresses. It should be mcntuuz
that Professor Mitter mayer, whose name is brough
forward as explaining the phenomenon, has b
stowed a good deal of attention on table-movis
ctpvrlmonh. still it i not unlikely that his nim
is mtroduced for the mere purpose ‘of giving sm
sort of appearance of authority to a clever hoa
The letter runs as follows :—

Several young artists being togcthcr at Heided
berg, in one of their afeliers, and having heard ;
number of the Fmancipation of lluysburj, whid =
narrates the history of the danculg tables, read &
them, the idea struck them to try the experimes
on the spot; but as they had no table near thez
one of them proposed to substitute for it a limbed |
manequin of wood (a lay figure, as artists call it
which they stretched on its feet and on its hands

A quarter of an hour had not elapsed when# | '
began to tremble. The magnetisers, encourgs
by this, redoubled their oﬂorts and so charged th
fizure with fluid that it began to make bounds,
tortions, gesticulations, like a living creature; the
suddcnlv rising on its feet it commenced run
round the room following the students, who e
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as quick os they could out of it, shutting the door
behind  them, wlen the terrible playfellow fell
down on its back: its life had censed: the bor-
rowed fluid had returned to the common reservoir,

The boldest of thes tudents proposed resuming
the experiment, putting on shoes and mittens of
gutta percha in order completely to proteet him-
self: but no one dared the trial a second timne, for
they had all been more or less hurt, one of them
having received a blow in the face, of which he
still bears the mark.

Professor Mittermayer explains the mystery in
the following manner :—

Animals differ only from inert bodies by the
spirit of life which they have received from God ;
o that if several persons come to an understanding
to trunsmit the superfluity of their vitality to an
inert body, this will become animated for a mo-
ment, and will move within the limits its conforma-
tion admits of. Thus n table can but glide, turn,
stumble, and upset itself on the ground; but n
manequin can imitate the gestures of a man; the
magnetic spark, troversing its joints obliquely,
produces the same effect as if its members were
drawn by tendons and muscles; only that the
movements of the manequin are infinitely dis-
ordered and capricious.

Could mechanical science regulate them? It
would not be safe to deny that it could; so that
some day or other, we may have manequins playmg
instruments according to the inspiration of any
musician who may have placed his hand on the
conductor of the magnetic fluid, to transmit to it
his thought with all its variations.

Few readers will require to have been cautioned
against accepting the preceding nurrative as true;
the various statements, however, with which we
shall conclude this chapter, are hardly more extra-
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ordinary than those made: publie by Dr, Schanen.
lmrg if wo except, perhaps, the fuliomng commu.
nroation  from  Erfurth, vag unauthenticated
they are all open to great suspicion :—

The - time W luch we live  produces every
day mew marvels. A professor, being. one of
the _operators_on a moving  table, bethought hin
to inquire whether the legend which the. Ger.
mans call the W; .nlpurg»nncbt { The Nightof 8.
Walbourg, The Night o). the first of May, or the
Witches' .Sab(m//:/ rested on any real base. — Let ng
one be in-a hurry.to Jaugh at this, but as we are
now lifting up, as it were;—a corner of the. vel
which hides nature from us, let us not. fear 1o sound
all the mysterious . depths and folds:of the infinite
The question is about riding through the gir ona
broomstick. . For this purpose one should  take the
stick of a common broom, cover one of the ends of
it-with a sheet of silver, und the other with one of
gilt paper.  Then to ench end a little hook should.
l)e attached, to which a small. metallie . chain, half.
as long again as the broomstick, should be fastened..
or for this chain. mny be substituted.the metallie
chord of a piano, h.lrp, or other instrument of the
kind, choosing always copper for the essay in pre-.
ference 10 brass.. JFurnished with this apparmntus, .
the (xpemncm.xhst who should be dressed inz
woollen. waistcoat fitting close.to his chest, should
put himself astride on the broomstick, and ‘pass the: |
chain over his left shoulder. . Then having in his
hand a- fox’s tail.-he should whip the end of the
stick stoutly with it, when after two hours exereise;
sometimes after twenty minutes, he will experience
a sensible rising, which, once begun, will increase
rapidly and soon become very intense.  The success
of the strange cxperiment may. be .e:plmned.by m
the .galvano-clectro-mongnetic force the experim
talist emits by imitating, the moremenn J:y.wlng

the gallop of .a horse is keptup.” .. <. . .g
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Here s, n})pnrvmh n curious faet, which we find
in the New Prussiun Gazette, of the 20th of Apwil.
An inhabitant of Madgeburg, M. B., who had
taken, and does yet take, much interest in the
movenient qulalu wishing to arrive at some mmplo-
cxplanation of the dence of tables, made the expori-
moent which we have now to nluu, and which every
reader muy, at his will, put to the proof. - Ile placed
a little flat plate on o drinking glass, - This done,
he and another person put-their hands on the plate
and formed a chain. ~In. five minutes the plate.
began to. move, . first gently, and  afterwards <in o
much more visible manner.. This movement, per-
ceptible to the eye, took plnw in exaoet aceordance
with each pulsation of the experimentalist. - They'
then repeated the experiment. without forming thie .
chain, with the same success. - Continuing heir-
researches, M. B. alone placed-his hands on- the
plate, ~and - the result. was just as remarkable.-
Finally, using but. ono land, he succeeded again, -

and this time with only.one-finger. - But this -was-
not all! The plate stopped whenever he wished +
he had but to twrn his eyes from-it, and to give it a -
light pressure - with . his finger, o interrupt - the
vxbrntmn of the ligncous fibres of the wood., The
plate. turned, not from south to north, but from left
to.right, thc reason of which it -would not be diffi--
cult. tocxplum for all that precedes would - apply
equally and maturally.to-the table,” whieh- woulid-
require, however, the exercise of a greater power -
" The following, like the lust, comes to us froor -
Prussiaz— - - .. o Lo L oy
A Berhn lnbourer,( who.ato usa. }us own oxpres-
mn, trusts only to his fize senses, which he assures -
us are perfectly sound, made the experiment we are -
about to record on the 17th of April, at half-past.s
three o'clock in the afterncon..- - .0 o =
. The labourer was seated with his three children,

of the ages of from ten to fifteen and sixteen, Tound o -
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little mahogany table. After waiting three quartes f
an hour, the eldest of these children, losing Et“.' .

rose up and went away, his place being taken by,
younger brother. For half an hour longer g
family party remained with their hands on the ul,

when it began to oscillate, at first feebly, but afiy -

wards more strongly. It then inclined w one 44,
and stood on one foot, upon which the father gy
the word of command, ** To the right!” and 1,
table instantly obeyed. He then commanded, *7,
the left!" and its obedicnce was equally prompg

He then, with a loud voice, cried out, ** What is gy |
age?"” The table stopped, lifted up its foot, asf
struck the ground thirty-eight times, and once moz, |

more gently, signifying that the questioner had
vet completed his thirty-ninth year. On a second

question, referring to the birth-day of the laboure, |
the table struck four times on the floor, intimating |

that the month of April (the fourth in the year) va
that on which the anniversary occurred, uand the
added nineteen taps to mark the very day inquired
for. The children then put questions to it, and re
ceived answers equally precise and true. The ex
perimentalist adds to this account that persons forn
ing no part of the chain can receive no respons
from any magnetised table, as, not being in comms-
nication with it, it cannot hear them. The father
not content with what he had alrecady done. mades
further trial : ** Dance,” said he, and the table made
the most comical and grotesque jumps and bounds,
His next command was, “ Lic down !”’ and the tablk
upset itself sprawlingly on the floor. The last orde
was, ‘““ Get up!” and it got up with the most perfeat
docility. The labourer remarks, the exper
he has related succeeds best in a heated room, and
when the hands laid upon the table are also warm.
If the various statements we meet with in ap
parently trustworthy channels of information are
to be depended upon, it would appear that the

1
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movement communicated to tables has already
been extended to other picces of furniture, At
Berlin nn attempt was made to impart the ro-
tatory motion to a chair and a lounger, and it
succecded perfectly. It is true that the operators
had just before made a table dance, and that it
wus the same chain who sct the chair in mo.
tion. Among the spectators on this occasion there
was one unbeliever, to convinee whom the following
means were resorted to,  The unbelieving person in
:1ucslion placed himself before a glass, with the firm
etermination to take no part in the phenomenon
the rest of the party were bent upon producing.
The chain was then formed around him, each mem-
ber of it placing his little finger on the hip of the
infidel, who in two minutes not only declared that
he felt ineclined to spin round, but actually in a se-
cond afterwards did go townrds the north, till he
had his back instead of his face to the glass. An-
other person thercupon tried the same experiment
with the same success, and finally the phenomenon
was repeated on several objects, viz., the cloth of a
folding table, a music portfolio, and a casquet, all of
them most marvellously turning round and round
together, in obedience to the magnetie influence.

M. Weidkoffen, a professor of Cologne, 1s giving,
we are told, public representations at Hamburg of
what he calls the galvanie electro-magnetic dance of
tables, with grand musical accompaniments. It is
reported of these representations, that in one in-
stance the table, after the expiration of forty minutes,
left the saloon where the operators were assembled,
by the principal entrance, drawing them after it.

An ex-deputy of the first chamber, M. de Forst-
ner, has published in the Spener Gazetle, the reportof
an operation on a moving and knocking table made
in his presence and in which he himself took
M. de Forstner affirms that the table operated on
replied with precise truth to every question put to it.

E
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CHAPTER V.,

TILE REVOLUTION OF TABLES AT PARIS—,
BROUGHT ABOUT—INTERESTING LETTER fi,
DR. EISSEN—EXPERIMENTS DY NON-DELIEv,
AND BELIEVERS IN ANIMAL MAGNETISY,

WaiLe these experiments were progressing i
Germany, all Paris was wild with emotion sy
commotion. The new phenomenon was ngitatig
alitke the mind of the profoundly erudite philesg
pher and the gentle bosom of the nervous, exs
able woman of the world. The body of the My
the coterie of the weird sisters, the spints of da
knowledge, could hardly have produced a ph
nomenon more wonderful than that which was ny
engaging the voracious appetite of the loyers ¢
the unsccountable. Enter into what house
would, there was to be scen a group of eight «
ten persons surrounding a table, their hands unisd
through the medium of the little finger, and t&
party not in mysterious silence, but there they we
Exulting, trembling, mging, fainting,
Possessed beyond the muee’s painting.
For some time previous the wildest rumonrs ks
issued from the students of mysterious lore, th

Nature was unfolding some of her prodigies, the |

for rensons best known to herself, she had ke

carefully concealed even from her most industries |

amateurs and inquirers. From mystic German
through the medium - of the Gazette of Augsbuy
this wondrous tale of a dancing table, of spas
ing furniture, not within the portals of sn &
chanted ecastle, but in the quiet parlour of a me
chant of Bremen, piqued the curiosity of i
Parisian reading world. o n it
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It was towards the end of April that in Paris
the first essays were made, and rapidly the con-
tagion spread—ministers, ncademiciuns, pliysicians,
professors, artists, all indulged themselves in ex-
perimenting.  The excitement is said to have
been brought to its height by the intervention of
the chef of the sceret police. It gcems that he
was closeted with the Emperor one evening at the
Tuileries, having given in his daily report with
sundry commentaries of his own, and confessed
that the public mind was much occupied with the
accident which had befallen the Empress.  He had
humbly avowed his inability to close the mouths of
gossip=—every subject was exhausted, und the Em-
press alone had sufliced for some time to feed the
conversation of the eity. ** What, with all your
imngination, can you not discover some new sub-
jeet, that we may be left in peace?” exclaimed the
Emperor, sharply—** see that something be devised
for to-morrow : this state of things is insupport-
able.” ~ The official left the imperial presence
mortified ond ashamed, and on his return home
took up the Journal des Débats, wherein was the
first nccount of the young lady of Bremen, who
possessed the power of causing the tables to turn.
The happy thought struck him at once—here was
the new amazement found at lnst.  Every journal
received the next day a notice to insert an article
upon the table moving—for or agninst the dis-
covery, signified not—it must be mentioned in
some wiy or other. The subject was ordered to be
canvassed in every salon—the mouchards were
commissioned to bring it on the lepis at every café,
and to talk together in groups concerning it on
every public promenade. In less than a week the
whole city could talk and think of nothing else—
the * préparatifs de guerre.” the ** voyage du Pape,”
the *maladie de I Imperatrice,” were all forgotten for
the moment in contemplation of this table turning!

E 2
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The Constitutionnel was the first newspaper
blow the trumpet, announcing this strange masif,
tation of wvital foreces. The following is an exne
from that journal of the date of the 20th of April..

For some time past the German papers b,
been greatly taken up with accounts of a magme,
phenomenon, first mentioned in the Augburg (G,
zette, by Dr. Karl Andrée, editor of the Bre,
Zeitung, an honourable writer, who has pa
friends belonging to the Belgian press, all wiliy,
to be responsible for his veracity. This phenos
non 1s so strange, that in spite of the name of ¥
Andrée, and the credit justly attached to the fuy
burg Gazette, its announcement was generally »
garded at first as a sort of scientific April foole
But at present experiments repeated throughout ¢
Germany, from the Baltic to the Danube, have
its truth altogether beyond doubt.

The phenomenon is, the movement withou,
visible mover, of a table lightly constructed, of
wood whatever.

To obtain this result, several persons form,
magnetic chain, by placing their hands flat ue
the table, and joining them to those of their neg
bours, by the extremity of their little fingers. Afe |
the lapse of some time, varying from half an be
to seven quarters of an hour, the persons who fi
the chain, who must avoid all contact, except ta
of the table with their hands, and of their handswe
the extremity of the little fingers of their neg
bours, feel a slizht shock, when the table seemss |
dilate, emits cracking noises, as if it had been phes |
too near the fire, and at last makes a rotats |
movement, a demi-tour to the right, and advass
iu a northern direction.

One person leaving the chain, and two or the
other persons, who have not yet been membens
it, being introduced into it, do not, if the sulsts
tion or retreat be rapidly made, arrest the mow

L . 1 8
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ment. Itis, on the contrary, stopped immediately
by any one not making part of the chain placing his
hand on the table.

This phenomenon is explained by Dr. Lowe, of
Vienna, the inventor of magnetic baths, by the ne-
gative and positive clectricity contained in the left
part and the right part of the human body.

“ When," says he in the Lloyd of Vienna, *“a
circular chain formed by persons, the right side of
some one touching the left side of the other, acts
long on a table or on any other body, this body un-
dergoes the same action, that iron does in the in-
ducting eurrent of the magnet; that is to say, that
one of its halves is positively magnetised, and the
other negatively.

“The body thus being transformed into a mag-
net, turns on its axis, till its southern part is to-
wards the north, and this direction being obtained,
it must advance in a right hine, till its magnetic
state undergoes modification.”

Our scientific men will doubtless renew the ex-
periments of which, if we mistake not, some men-
tion was made ten years ago.

Two days afterwards, the same journal repub-
lished the following from the Jowrnal defrankfort :—

“ Let not the Americans,’” it says, ** speak any
more of their furning fables, or the Germans of
their tisc/iruecken, for hats may also be magnetically
moved ; and for this purpose {a tempting considera-
tion) it will not be necessary to remain three
quarters of an hounr or an hour motionless ; for the
effect may be produced in a few minutes. Yesterday
evening, we—that is, a lady and two gentlemen—
placed our hands lightly on the brim of a hat, put-
ting the little finger of the right hand on that of
the left hand of the person to the right, and in
three minutes time the hat upon the table com-
menced a rotation from right to left, which went on
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imcreasing every mioment ; and which was ey,
almost instantaneously, after the chain, having b,
broken, was re-formed, when, in CONSCqUEnee of
change of position that then took place, the Ju
hn"or of the left hand being placed on the g |
hand of that of the person on the left, the lm[, |
gan to circulate from the left to the rxght i
Two persons afterwards, having formed the g, ¥
netie choin round the same hat, lnht(‘ﬂd of 'ﬂ’ﬂ'm}
circularly, it inclined first to one side, and thqn
the other, and remained at last mutmnlcn, in u r
inclined posture, till the hands were mthdmn&
This experiment was repeated several times, trtF
the same result. 4
The editors of the Union Médicale, whose ap:;,l
ion has always influenced the members of the med, |
cal profession, and who have hitherto been in etm-.;l
opposition to animal magnetism or mesmerism, 5 |
all its shapes, gave in thcxr adhesion to the props. | :
gandists, and puhlmhcd in their number for .,Othd
Apnl the following letter addressed to M. Amedis |
Latour, by Dr. stscn physician of Strashurg ;—

Strasbourg, Aprii 26, 1853,
Dear Sir,

Our last number (April 20) was going throog
the press, when the city of Strasburg was snddecls
invaded by an epidemic imported from Germasy,
which came originally from one of her northen
ports, in constant communication with the Unite
States of America.

This epidemie, unlike most others, has chosen s
yet its victims only among persons in ensy circus-
stances ; the poor it has hitherto completely pases
by. It is true, however, that without bemga
tlro]y exempt from dnn"er it has presented jtelf
in so innocent a guise, that no one s yet hubtu
much frightened at it,

I allude not to St. Vitus’s dnnee, but to e

-
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dance of tables, an exercise to which, in all parties,
in all drawing rooms, at all family firesides, whole
cities and towns are directing themsclves with a
kind of frenzy.,

But let me speak seriously. It appears that the
human organization emits an imponderable fluid ;
the existence of which, no one has hitherto even
suspected,

It appears further, that by placing a human
body in certain conditions, certain phenomena may
be olitained, which consist principally in rotatory
movements xmpru~ul by the emission of this fluid
on inert bodies subjected to its nction,

Now the fluid in question eannot be clectricity,
for the operations alluded to, comprise none of the
conditions which are essentinl to the success of
cleetric experiments: neither conductors nor iso-
lating substances are at all employed.

It cannot be magnetism, for the compass having
been brought into contact with an assembly of ex-
}u.mmnt.nlxsts, remained quite insensible to .any
influence.

Is it animal magnetism, or is it dramagnitism ?
Experiments will probably answer this question.

I will now describe the experiment as it has
most frequently been made.

A certain number of persons, five, six, eight, or
even more, take their places round a mble ; if rest-
ing on rollers, 5o much the better. Whether it be
constructed of mahogany, walnut, cherry, or deal,
1t matters not, but there must be no marble in it.
Being seated, the parties stretch their two hands
out, ﬁngers apart, before them, leaving n spoce
between each chair to prevent them from touching
each other. The palm reposing lightly on tho
table, the only contact that forms the chaiu is
that of the fuce of one little finger applied to the
dorsal part of the neighbouring little finger. If
the lmleﬁnger of a right hand rest upon the little
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finger of the neighbouring left hand, this i,
sition must be carried on throughout the 4
chain, so that the little finger of your lefi §
should be crossed by the little finger of the ik
hand of your neighbour to the left. This d.
sition may be inverted ; but, if =o, it must be o
form. So much being done, have patiencs o
wait. Conversation, however, is not interdisgy
Fifteen, twenty, thirty, forty, sixty, seventyf,
minutes having elapsed, the table, say they, &
have a shivering, which will be eventually follo.
by a rotary movement in the direction of the y,
little finger. The position of the fingers by,
changed, the table will stop for a second, and 1k,
recommence its motion in an opposite directis
and that as often as the inversion takes place. Ti
chain being broken by hands, all movement sto. |
and the same result happens if you touch yo
neighbour on any other point of his body than (.
little finger: for example, on the elbow or ts
knee. Also, if any person not forming part of ti
chain touches you any where, the phenomens
stops. The same person may, nevertheless, fors
one of the chain in the preseribed manner withos
destroying the commenced effect.

A similar result may be obtained on a hat by
three persons, in five or six minutes; and even by
two persons on a poreelain plate.

When the table commences turning, the expen
mentalists, rising and following it, nccessarily sees
to be pushing it. Thus the whole faculty d
medicine and all the medical body, with the faculty
of sciences—all those, in fact, who have the habt
of observation, and of not suffering themselves
to be blinded by appearances, have opposed ther
veto to the reception of the phenomenon. Th
same thing has happened in Germany, when 2l

the most illustrious men of science, with Alexande
von Humboldt at their head, have declared the
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whole thing to be a delusion ; for that the effect of
muscular anction and of the combined will, or at
lenst desire and expectation, of a certain number of
persons, has been taken for the action of some
mysterious fluid, And this was my opinion till
lately. DBut fuets began to shake my incredulity.

The experiment, though succeeding in the great
majority of cases, sometimes fuils. It succeeds
better with women nnd children than with men,
and better with adolescents than with men in years,

But apparatus have been constructed which
give still more conclusive results.  For in-
stance, o table has been set on o pivot, support-
g at the same time the seats of the experi-
mentalists, on which seats children having been
placed, the chain of course being previously formed,
tables and children have, at the expiration of a
short time, been drawn in the same rotation:

Rotary movements obtained without mechanieal
force are not without example. You know the
rotations of the disc of copper caused by mag-
netism and eleetricity, and the rotations of the
compuss occasioned by those of an analogous
dise, ete.

Men of the world laugh at our perplexity. and
say we are always the last to doubt of that which
we ought to have ascertained long before them.
This reproach would be just if our time were not
principally, nlmost exclusively, devoted to putting
in practice, for the good of our fellows, thut which
we have hitherto been able to detect as positive
results in the great book of nature. Men enjoying
leisure have now raised a new corner of the veil
which covers its secrets.  To us, then, belongs the
study of this discovery, to ascertain what benefit
humanity may derive from it.

The first thing to be done, in this case, is to
make certain of the reality of the phenomenon.
For this purpose, no reliance should ge.placed on
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the gross experiments made by the vulgar, Firy
and above all, apparatus easy to put in Motiey
should be constructed, and serious persons sy
be sought out to repeat the experiments,
thusiasts should positively be rejected.

I add, in continuing my narration, that in
cases the table in rotation has broken the el
and rushed against the northern wall of the rog
where the experiment has been made, and tig
certain experimentalists maintain that they ey
change its direction without inverting the positie
of the little fingers, solely by expressing together,
firm will that this change should take place.

I add further, and testify to the fact, which |
have seen repeated three times, on three differs
persons, that any one placed in the centre of the
chain where the table may have been, and o
whom hauds have been imposed in the prescribe
manner, will, in a short time, turn involuntarl;
and mechanically.

I must not omit, finally, to say that the expen
ment is not entirely free from danger; tables, the
parts of which are joined together, sometims
spring asunder and fall at the feet of the expen.
mentalists; a young pezrson in a school was vie
lently thrown down by a table which had broka
the chain ; many ladies have been taken ill dunz
the experiments: others have had nervous attacks
It was officially announced, a little while ago, froa
Bavaria, that a Jewish commercial traveller whe
had directed an experiment of the kind in the cify
of Roth, had fallen down suddenly dead whilsti
the aet of performing the operation.

Tables on rollers or without, ronnd or square
varnished or not varnished, are equally fit for the
experiment. though in some cases the effect is mud
more slowly produced than in others.

All this looks very like gasconading, and if ye&
give publicity to my letter in your columns, I shall

’
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pass probably for a certain time among & good
number of my own profession for one of the (luni-
nati, or something equally absurd.  Nevertheless,
having resisted, having examined, I beg to submit
to evidence like the great majority of my brethren,
who, if they bein error, deceive themselves as 1 do;
and being deceived in such good company, is surely
no very great sin. My sole objectis to provoke the
investization of sensible serious men into a remark-
able (if real) property of our organization, to inform
them of all on the subject, that may come to pass,
and to engage them to take the question in hand in
a scientific manner which has not hitherto been
done.
Dr. E. Ex1ssex,

Fditor i chief of the Medical Gazetlo of Strasburg.

To the above communication wns appended the
following Editorial note :—

“We beg our brethren not to turn incredulously

away from the strange and marvellous phenomena
of moving tables. Let them do as we have done,
and their convietion, resting upon solid facts—
facts which may surprise and astonish, but cannot
be contested—will not be long in cominz. We
yesterday made twenty experiments, which left
no doubt of Dr. Eissen's (of Strasburg) account.
We shall speak again on the subject on Saturday
next.” .
In fulfilment of the above promise, the follow-
ing number of the Union AMédicale contained
the annexed article from the pen of M. Amedée
Latour : —

Let us speak seriously on a serious subject.

But bhefore 1 commence the recital of facts which
I have seen. of experiments which I have inter-
preted, and in which I have participated, I will beg
the reader's permission to inform him what my
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antecedents with respeet to beliefin the marvello,
or eceentrie, or supernatural phenomena, have bee
I will also say a few words with respeet (ot
principles w hich, it scems to me, ought to guide o
reasonable men In this matter: that is to say,
those who are as far removed from a blind cretfu.l.u
as from a systematic scepticism.

[ see that the few lines I pubhshcd on Tuesds
last, on the phenomenon of the rotation of tabls
have surprised a great number of persons, have pr
voked the sarcasms of others, have occasioned douk
and anxiety to several, and have encourazd
many of my brethren to imitate my example, the
is to say, to see and try. I well understand s
these different dispositions. I blame none of thex.
nor praise none of them; but I say to all: ns
whole previous life 1s answ erable for the veracity d
all I affirm.

I had determined to study animal mngncusm
and I did go without prejudice, without inclinatie
to one party more than another, with a resolutin
to see, and then to say all that T had seen. I Law
recognized. and admitted in principle and in fac
the existence of very remarkable phenomena pre
duced by particular manccuvres and practices. |
have produced these phenomena myself, not ones
twice, ten times, but hundreds of times. And what
phenomena were these 7 Such as made all illusios
all imposture, impossible. That, for instance, o
making a yonng girl in the gayest nnd most laugh.
ing mood, shed hot and abundant tears at my will
l'hat still more extraordinary, of making, in a me
ment, the heart beat up to 70, 120, 130, or a nup-
ber of pulsations which I found it impossible ta
count. But between these phenomena and those of
vision by the occiput, by the epigastre. acros
opaque bodies, and the prevision of the future, di
vination, and the knowledge of diseases, and the
way to treat them, I have seen, when 1 have nat

b
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met with fraud more or less evident, nothing but a
profound abyss.  And the frauds I allude 1o I have
often exposed, so that I have the advantage of being

in very bad odour, both with magnetisers and their
patu nts.

It seems to me by no means superfluous to men-
tion these faets, which I might multiply ; for in
medicine, in physiology, and in philosophy it is a
wise and useful precantion to say to him who makes
himself the patron of any new or extraordinary fact:
Tell me what you lulww and I will tell you what
credit I can gnc to your nlhrmutmuu Constrained
by my conscience, then, and by the respect I owe to
the truth I am about to insist upon, I have a right,
I suppose, to say, that I am neither an dhwoninate
nor a pyrrhonian ; and at the very moment w hilst
I am writing these lines, I feel my pulse, I interro-
gate, I observe myself, and ask myself especially
whether I have not been the dupe of an illusion,
the victim of an imposture, or the necomplice n o
criminal mystification, for I know nothing more
stupid, more culpable, or more odious, than to em-
ploy one's influence, however small it may be, to
propagate error or falsehood.

These precautions being taken with my renders,
whom I honour, and who know all my rc«pectful
deference towards them, I proceed to give a plain
and simple account of the experiments which have
been made in my presence, or which I have made
myself.

In the humble house which, during the sum-
mer senson, I inhabit in the country, there is
a little colony, as it were, of young people. These
ioung people, whom I have known from childhood,

ave grown up under my observation. I know
their character, their morality, their dispositions,
and have in them the confidence which they deserve.
On Sunday, the 1st of May, they were all together at
Chatillon. I had received on the evening before
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the letter of our honourable brother M. Eiweg o
Strasburg, and I beg pardon of my other breths, |
of the great press, but I must confess that whiley |
the accounts published by other journals hadly |
me indifferent, this letter made a deep impress, |
on me. The opportunity was tempting. 1 hadl,
fore me four young people, on whom I could ple, |
the most perfect reliunce, varying in age from xy
teen to twenty, all in good health, and all, I repeg
incapable of wishing to deceive me, for I have b |
happiness of being loved by these young, candd
and expansive natures, who know full well i
affection I bear them. There was also o cires |
stance which never spoils anything—a charmiy
young girl who seemed admirably suited to eom |
plete the conditions recommended in the lettrd
M. Eissen.

The following are the experiments :—

1st. A porcelain vase was placed on a table d
varnished walnut-wood.  Alphonse and Mde
X , placed their hands upon it in the presenbed
manner, and before a minute had elapsed the e
began to turn. "

This experiment was repeated three or for
times with the same result. |

9nd. I placed my own hands with Alphonse e |
the same vase: seventeen minutes elapsed, and the
vase remained motionless.

Srd. Alphonse and Alfred made the same expe
riment on the same vase, and the rotation con
menced more rapidly still than on the first trid
—that is, 2 such less than a minute. .

4th. Alphonse and Norbert (two brothers) madk
the experiment, and the rotation did not begin @
after the expiration of six minutes.

5th. Alphonse, Alfred, Norbert, Adrien, md
Mdle X » took their seats round n small male
gany tuble on rollers; their hands were spread on
according to the required rules, and in seven minutss

o
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and o few scconds the table became agitated, and
began to turn on its uxis,

6th. I took my place in the #hain, and the rota-
tion was manifest in four minutes.

This experiment was made twice running, and
though the experimentalists had changed ther
places, the rapidity with which the phenomenon
was renewed was not in the slightest degree re-
tarded thereby.

7th. Alfred and Alphonse resumed their experi-
ments on the vase. 1 requested them mentally to
wish that the vase, being in a state of rotation,
should turn in an opposite direction,  In less than
fifteen seconds the vase was circulating from north
tosouth ; it had hardly made a demi-rotation, when
it stopped for n second, and then turned in an
inverse direction, from south to north.

This experiment, repeated on that day from five
to six times, gave invariably the same result.

8th. We repeated the experiment of the table,
m which I took part myself. The rotation began
in seven minutes. I requested a spectator to touch
one of us. He placed accordingly a finger on my
right shoulder, and the rotation censed ; when his
finger was removed, it recommenced.

This experiment was vuried in every way, by
touching the clothes, the head, the foot, or the
shoulder of one of the participants, and always
with the same effect: that is, a cessation of all
movement, and its recommencement after the con-
tact with o non-participant had ceosed.

It must be well understood that in spite of my
confidence in the sincerity of my young friends, I
was very atténtive to their hands, their arms, their
elbowg, and their feet, and it is impossible for me to
admit that I have been the dupe of any imipos-
- It was under the impression of these eight expe-
riments, repeated and varied, that I wrote on Mon-

-
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day cvening the few lines that appeared in (g
mion of Tuesday.

As for myself, T was now quite convineed of 1,
reality of the phenomenon.  But a friend of mis
Dr. Debont, editor in chief of the Bulletin de Thirg
peuligue, having requested me to allow him 0 g
ness these facts, I invited him to come to Chitilky

yesterday, Thursday, when he paid me a visit, wilh |

our honourable brother, Dr. Gorrée, of Bouloge
We made experiments on that occasion in even
way, which were to me at least more evident, mon
prominent, more convineing, than even those o
Sunday last, for M. Debont took precautions whick
I had not deemed necessary, imposed condition
which had not occurred to me, and obtained counter.
proofs which appeared to me decisive. It is not fu
me to say what impressions have remained on the
minds of my honourable visitors. I wish here &
speak absolutely only of myself. I must mention
however, that like myself M. Debont obtained s
result from his experiment on the porcelain vase,
whilst M. Gorrée produced the rotation with gres
rapidity several times.

M. Debont took part in the experiment on the |

table, which spun about with frightful velocity.

I should not omit to mention, that having suk |

stituted a heavy square mahogany table for the
light one on rollers, no impression whatever wa
made upon it, by an experiment which lasted
fifteen minutes; no doubt too short a period for =
heavy a bulk to be put in motion.

: AMEDEE LaToUn

As a counterpart to this narrative of exper
ments undertaken by one of the most constant
opponents of animal magnetism, we append 2
statement emanating from one of its most enthus-
astie disciples, which appeared in the literary orga
of the seet, The edx'I:or, Baron du P::yt, calls

S — e St S S TS Ty
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attention to it os the production of & grave man, and
observes, that the first portion of the facts recorded
happened in the presence of o dozen of his co-ad-
jutors, assembled for the purpose of verifying the
phenomenon, which was engoging so much of the
publie attention.

Monsicur Hebert,

The experiments made on the moving tables on
Monday last, at the apartment of M. du Potet,
were conelusive enough to convert the most scepti-
cal, and appeared to you also of a nature to leave
no shadow of doubt on the reality of the extra-
ordinary phenomenon in question; extraordinary
at present, because we eannot explain it, though I
doubt not that the law it obeys and manifests will
soon be discovered. To attain this end, however, a
numerous publie, inclined to turn everything into
ridicule, should be avoided. Serious and methodie
experiments should, on the contrary, take place in
the presence of a select number of men of science,
capable of scrutinizing and investigating the mystery,
in order to bring it out of the sphere of marvel
into that of knowledge. It is a deplorable ten-
dency, indeed, of our national character to seize only
upon the superficies of things, and to find in every-
thing and everywhere matter for jokes, jibes, and
pleasantry, as was seen in the sittings at M. du
Potet's, where the gravest phenomena, instead of
grovoking and stimulating reflection, excited nothing

ut a genseless and trivial hilarity.

Of all the extraordinary things which M. de
Rancé's little table showed us, certainly the most
marvellous, was its mode of acting to overcome the
resistance which the large heavy table on which it
had been placed opposed to its orders. Do you not
sce even now the abrupt move which, obeying the
injunction of M. du Potet, it made towards the split
in the table, trying to fix its foot in this split, in

¥
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order thereby to push, move, and set the table i
motion on the smooth surface, on which, slidis
about, it continued in agitation? And it renewsd
the effort repeatedly on every fresh order, animated
by the encouraging praises addressed to it; for, g
this moment, one might almost say that it was con.
scious of what it was doing; one saw it acting with
perseverance, displaying the determined will of 4
living being, following the impulse of an indiv.
dualised intelligence ; so that three times, to ow
great astonishment, it succeeded in displacing 2
table of comparatively cnormous weight, and i
carrying it off’ vietoriously in a eircular movement
“Couragze!” “Lean hard!"" “Toit again!" exclaimel
alternately M. du Potet and M. de Rancé, and likes
draught-horse drawing an overloaded cart, and
striking fire out of the pavement with its hoofs, the
table made unexampled efforts, pushed, struck, and
put forth such an amount of strength and weight,
that we could see the traces of it on the well
scratched mahogany giant conquered by the pigmy.
After this experiment, and another of two table
striking together twenty-threc strokes, the exct
number of persons present, there was no more pos.
sibility of denial; every one was obliged to yield to
evidence. For the attention of the spectators was
especially fixed on the hands of the operators, which
were placed on the table, (I speak of the larg
table, for considering its heaviness no illusion was
possible, and this experiment it was especially that
seemed to me conclusive); on the one side it wus
impossible to raise it and let it fall alternately so &
to imitate knocks; and, on the other, it would have
required an exorbitant pressure beyond the power
of the hands upon it to produce the effect by over.
weight, and that during twenty-three strokes regu-
larly struck with the precision of an instrument.
Further, on Wednesday evening, at a friends,
(M. Louis Lacombe's, a composer and pianist well-
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known) four of us repeated the same experiments
with complete success.  One table having been set
in motion nﬂcr an imposition of hunds of twenty-
two minutes' duration, we commanded it, in a loud
voice, to go through all possible evolutions ; and it
afterwards obeyed even my mental will. M. La-
combe thereupon requested me to make it reply to
a thought, which he refused to express. I gave the
rvqmud ordvr. and fifty-two stamps were counted
by the ladies, whilst T was encouraging with loud
praises our three-footed somnambulist. M. La-
combe then counted the keys of his piano, for it
was of their number that his thought was when he
questioned the table. There were only fifty keys,
so that the magnetised wood was out in its reckon-
ing this time. That, however, is of little import-
ance. The great l]nuw to prove is its action and
its spontaneity. Is or is not the apparent intelli-
gence it manifests a transmission of the thought
and reflection of our own intelligence? This query
will no doubt meet with n solution eventually.
Whether it was owing to fatigue or to too much
magnetic excitement, Modame de Lacombe just at
this time complained of fecling unwell.  She felt
sick, and in u state of great emotion. After having
reclined for a moment on the sofa, she raised herself
up, saying, *‘ I feel myself in an extraordinary state,
in o state fit to magnetise any one. See if I cannot
alone make the table dance.” So saying, she drew
that object towards her, applied her hands lightly
upon it, and said at the very moment, “I feel it
move,” when it set off in a really curious manner,
disengngmg itself with difficulty from the carpet in
which it had got entangled, and when once free,
performing the most extraordinary evolutions, trem-
bling. sliding, jumping about nervously, first in the
direction of the north, then diagonally with a long
rapid movement towards the sonth, describing mean-
ders, triangles, and all sorts of capricious figures,
F 2
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whilst poor Madame de Lacombe, earried away win,
its velocity, and not thinking of stopping it by g
act of her will, was at last obliged, out of shiees
fatigue, to give up the pursuit.

At the sight of the astonishing movements gnd
singular figures which the human and the mat.
rial being traced—I thought—do not laugh at m;
presumption, my dear Hebert—I thought, T sy,
that that which I saw might not be so extravagan
as we are tempted to believe it, but might b
classed, perhaps, under the typieal order,—thatiss
say, that the linear evolutions might respond to 4
primordial law, modified in this case in its develoy.
ment by the union of two individualities put i
action under certain conditions, like the order, fe
example, in which symptoms succeed each other iy
most diseases; and I thought that if a sufficient
series of drawings, traced of these evolutions, and
compared together, were preparved, they might shos
the type traced to be n constant one, and therebs
throw some light on the nature of the phenomene
now occupying all minds. This is but a hypothe
sis, but it is best not to omit it. I return to th
events of the evening

M. Lacombe in his turn wished to try his power,
but he could not animate the wood ; seeing which,
Muadame Lacombe, after a few moments” rest, joined
her husband, when immediately the table set off
It occurred to me, then, that it wounld be well to try
whether acts of volition, attractive and repulsw,
would, by the passes usunl in these sort of expen.
ments on magnetised subjects, take effect withosd
confact. 1 traced, consequently, rapidly and at s
distance above the table, without touching it, a din
gonal figure, in the form of n magnetic pass fs
superfluous precaution perhaps to put me in con-
munication with the table), then presented to it
still at a distance, the tips of my fingers, whichl
drew towards myself. The table thereupon fol

3
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lowed me, sometimes gliding, sometimes by ’)crku.
nocording as the floor was smooth or uneven, in the
direction of my hand. I then showed it the palm
of my hand, with the intention of stopping it, and
it stopped instantly. By a little abrupt movement,
[ now put my hand forward, and it retreated; I
repeated the same gesture, and the retreafing move-
ment continued, always in the degree in “luch my
will and gesture were energetic. Finally, advancing
myself, always at a distance be it understood, the
table retreated so completely, that when I roised my
hand, it rose up like a horse rearing, and by a final
abrupt motion of my hand in the air, was upset on
the opposite side.

In all this, my dear sir, believe me, there was
no illusion possible. The experiment lasted a long
time, and was observed by us three with too ﬁxed
an attention, and by M. Lacombe as well as by
myself with too perfect a calmness—for our object
was to establish once for all the reality of the phe-
nomenon—for any involuntary illusion or error to
have deluded us. Besides, how could my co- -ope-
rators have acted by an involuntary pressure in
accordance with my thought, for I did not express
anything, lmvmg from the beginning but conceived
it mentally? This cxpenmcnt has to me all the
value of an established fact. Time will show whe-
ther I deceive myself or not.

I should add here, that yesterday cvcmng. at a
numerous party ot M. Lacombe’s, under conditions
much less favournble, wishing to repeat these essays
with other persons, more or less believers, patient and
serious, we completely failed. That is to say, the table
turned, but in the midst of such a hubbub of execu-
tants du;puung for and against, that there were no
means of proving the reality of the plhienomenon,
which was indeed far from clear. For though the

table between the palws (entre les faces palmanes) of
Madnmol'.acombep lmnga. set itself £ motion, it
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was thought that the theory of muscular 5
propounded by the Abbé Moigno should be appling
to this phenomenon. It is from the point of vie
which this theory indicates, under the most mise
control of the observation, that the question inde
should be studied, in order to discover the Movisg
cause, the law of the phenomenon,—that is, to amy.
in an incontestible manner at the one or the otle
of these two contradictory hypotheses ;" either the
of the participation of inanimate bodies in the exie
ence of human organization by contact and the vitg
current, or that of mechanie action explained by th
simple theory of the Abbé Moigno,—rvery simple, 1
doubt, but still not thé less hypothetical, on th
tendency to movement impressed on the musele,
without our consciousness perhaps, but real, by th
influence of thought, imagination, and a little will
The simplicity, however, of this theory may le
but specious. For there have been very simph
theories ere now obliged to yield to others sl
simpler, and even to those the simplicity of whid,
though very real, has been not very easy to cm.
ceive. For, in truth, it is much simpler to mak
the sun turn round the earth than to make ti
earth turn round the sun; and he who first mas.
tained that the earth was round, must have pased
for a madman. for the assertion, though simple, s
neither so clear nor so credible as the opposiv

opinion.

Nevertheless, magnetisers should act with the
eatest enution, taking care to avoid hasty concls
sions, likely to compromise both the cause ther
defend and the new phenomenon now under exam.
nation. This is, I believe, good advice. Let
hope, thercfore, that grave and reflecting men will
be able to hold in check those adventurous spirits,
whose heads are apt to turn, on this seductive and
dangerous subject, taster than the magnetised tables y
If really the phicnomenon of magnetic attraction and
|
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repulsion, such as T have the conviction to have
observed—I do not say certainty, for scientific cer-
tainty is only to be reached by an entire and
methodieal series of analogous facts—if this experi-
ment, I say, should be solidly confirmed, we shall
have a starting point, and that will be n great step
in advance. I acknowledge that such confirmation
would give me great satisfaction.

Ave. Gy,
Paris, May 14, 1853,
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CHAPTER VL

THE TADLE MOVING MANIA TPROGRESSES IN PARD
—A MEDLEY OF EXTPTERIMENTS—FRESH WOUX.
DERS FROM THE FPROVINCES—A HAUSTIS
HOUSE.

Tue French savans having so readily endorsed ol
that the German philosophers had advanced, the
lively Parisians betook themselves with ardour 1
test the phenomenon in all its ramifications. Ma
of science and men of fashion alike forwarded the
results of their experiments to the daily joumnals
which every day put forth some novel statements
for the gratification of their table moving readerc
Among the more sober of these accounts, that by
Dr. Alexandre Mayer, editor of the Presse Midicol,
deserves the precedence. It is in the form of a et
ter to Dr. Felix Roubaud. .

My dear Sir,

After the experiments which we made together,
last Saturday, on the phenomenon which it has
been agreed to eall table moving, I set to work &a
vary the results, and study them within the required
conditions, in order to base my conviction on really
scientific grounds. I am not one of those whe,
from the first, refuse to examine a fact, for no other
reason, than because it comes before them with the
characters of singularity, and shocks their prevail-
ing ideas. My mind willingly greets and en

what is new, for noyeltics are the elements of pro-

|
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gress and human perfectibility ; but, if T am prone
to be allured by this in\'incih?c tendency to explore
unknown regions, the proofs which I require 1o settle
my judgment and guard myself osgninst those er-
rors 10 which we are so accessible, are of a nature
o remove all anxiety, so great and so multiplied
are the measures by which I am acenstomed to pro.
tect my opinion before I say,—7 believe. 1 know
pcrf(-ctfy well that it 18 casier and more convenient
to deny a thing at once. That saves us the trouble
of inquiring : and besides, scepticism is in foshion
at the present day. Learned men, and especially
scientific bodies, have adopted this rule of conduct,
which not only wounds every feeling of equity, but
delays the eirculation of more than ene important
truth, When systematic denigl proceeds from single
individuals, the injury is certainly less extensive,
because, the light making its way in spite of them,
they are not long before they repent and embrace
the true faith. But why expose one's self by so
much pride to the humiliation of allowing to-mor-
row what yesterday we spurned, on the fallacious
pretext that it is quite repugnunt to reason? For
my own part, if the marvellous comes before me,
with the warrant of an honourable name, and the
assertion of a competent observer, I look upon it as
a duty to put it to the test, without any prejudice
whatever, with the earnest desire to be edified, and
with a fixed intention to devote myself, body and
soul, to what shall appear to me to be true and ser-
viceable to mankind.

In this disposition of mind I was, when the
letter written by Dr. Eissen, of Strasburg, gave to
the medical world the discovery of table moving,
just introduced into Germany. A brother doctor, of
Paris, of the highest intelligence, and whose integ-
rity is far above suspicion, had given strength to
the assertions of the editor of the Gazelle Médicale,
of Strasburg, by relating to me the extroordinary
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focts which he bad witnessed and cxperiw'

From that time, the mental hesitation, the phy,

sophie distrust, which I found it still impossibl, ,

discard, became oppressive and intolerable, J,, |
at that juncture I saw you, full of amazement, 4. :
labouring under the excitement produced by 4, |
experiments which you had recently tried : andy, |
were the first to initiate me into the m:u;.f }
When I left you, I could not help meditating 4 |
the new horizons which the demonstration of 1 |
new power opens to mankind.  However, g f
continued to reflect, my astonishment grade), |
subsided, without in the least dimininhing o E
enthusiasm. Indeed, thought I, we have log |
been acquainted with the singular phenomeus ¢ |
that agent which hag been designated as * aning |
magnetism ;”’ and with the influence which, ly |
means of this power, man exercises over his fellow.

creatures, animals, and plants. To-day, a new &

cumstance, possibly fortuitous, has shown that g

action extends beyond the limited sphere which w |
had despotically assigned to it : and we acquire th |
proof that all bodies, even the inorganic, are justs |
much subjected to this influence. That is all. I |

.

a word. it amounts to this, that Man s te kang of ’ '

ereation, and that everything is subject to his rik |
It implies many other things besides, to whick | |
shall presently return ; for I long to terminate ths
digression from my subject.

You remember, my dear sir, that I intendedt
relate to you some facts very worthy of observation
which I have produced at my own house, or at ps-
ties given by my friends.

1st. A voung woman and myself had laid o=
hands on a little boy six years old, and in less tha
five minutes, the child, who had not been wurnel
turned of himself, without being able to stop.

2nd. With three of my friends, whose ages 2
from thirty to forty-five, I formed a chain on a pies

;iﬁ

-
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of wood, shaped like a quoit, about ten or twelve
inches in diameter, plncc‘l upon a metal basin turned
upside down. After about seven or eight minutes,
the rotary motion had increased to such a rate of
speed, as rendered it impossible to follow it,

drd. A gold wateh, suspended to its chain, like-
wise of gold, held perpendicularly in the hand, the
elbow resting on a strong flat surface, deseribed, at
my mnmmmd every kind of osul]auon, in a (hrcct
line, or a eircular line, sometimes slackening, some-
times accelerating its pace.  The same effects were
obtained more speedily when I gave my hand to
another person who added his commands to mine.
To render this most curious experiment at once
more exnet and more conclusive, I am at present
preparing a very simple apparatus, on which it will
only require to place one’s hand to regulate the
motions of a pendulum in any direction wlmtc\c
and without being able, even by chance, to shake it
by contracting the muscles.

4th. A gold ring, fastened to a thread and held
up in the hand like the watch just referred to, is let
down into a glass without touching the bottom of it,
and taking care to hold it as nearly as possible in
the middle. command, whether silent or
audible, I compdlcj it to touch at any point the
side of the glass I pointed out, and as often as I
chose.

5th. An iron key, fastened at the end to a book,
to increase its weight, held by two operators with a
finger of each npphed to the handle, describes, in
the twinkling of an eye, a wheeling movement in
whatever direction is enjoined to it by the united
will of the operators.

ith. Hats, plates, and other articles, are moved
in all directions, by the sole effort of the will. But
I close this enumeration, to avoid falling into repe-
titions, and the relation of facts already known to

everybody.
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Is it really a new power which has just be,
disclosed to us? I rather think, for my part, iy
it 15 a peculinr manifestation of vital c,::'trit;:y,
already and long since cultivated under the naze g
animal magnetism. Whatever fate awaits i,
discovery, it nssuredly deserves to fix the atlentis
of the learned; for none can foresee the appliase,
to which it i1s suitable. A whole world is berey,
be explored, and it may possibly be the keyts,
new science which will unveil to us the hithen
impenetrable mysteries of pyschology.

Let us, therefore, greet with affability this e
of regeneration-which proclaims itself, whose ms
sion it will be to cleanse the world of the atheisticd
doctrines which turn it from it path! And, mo
over, without being disheartened by any obstacks
let us follow this clue which chance has revealed s
our eyes. Who knows whether ‘it may not lead
something in the end by which a whole generatis
shall be dignified !— Yours devotedly,

Dr. Avex. Maviz

An American gentleman resident in Pars, fa
nished the following particulars of some expes
ments, of which he was an eye-witness, to i
columns of Galignans’s Messenger :(—

On the evening of Saturday, April 30, I v
nessed, at the house of an American gentleman 2
Paris, a series of experiments, of which I will g=
a brief account. It may be proper to say,
some fifty persons were present, among whom we
several Parisian savans of great eminence, and v
participated in the performances. There were2®
other persons of high distinction. The party =
strictly private, and I therefore do not give t&
names. No professed adept in the art was int¥
room. In the first place, a light mahegany 1
table, with six legs, was placed on the wuet{lﬁ
of the saloon, and the palms of the hands of f=

i
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persons (two ladies and two gentlemen) were placed
upon it. The formation of a chain or eircle, con-
neeted by the touching of the little fingers, being a
mere pe dnntn of those who know little of the sub-
jeet, was not observed. In three minutes the table
erncked, undulated. and then moved. On being
directed by the will of one of the party, it moved
along the floor slowly or rapidly, to the right or the
left, forward or backward; when thus dlrcctnd it
also rose on two legs, and resisted strong pressure
before it would come down, While standing on
two legs, it also turmed round to the right nml the
left, as dirceted by the will. A child of seven
years, weighing thnt\ five pounds, wns put upon
the table, and it then moved ns before, though
somewhat less rapidly. Similar experiments were
made with other tables—one smaller and one larger.
The former moved freely under the hands of two
of the French scientific gentlemen, going round,
backward and forward, and rising upon two legs or
one, in exact obodwncc to their volition. l'lxcv
fully admitted the astonishing reality. A large
table, weighing seven pounds, was tried, and thc
experiments were perfectly successful, It moved
mpidly and freely. and rose upon two legs by the
volition of one of the party—an effect cqunl to rais-
ing a weight of fifteen pounds. The experiments
were ropented over again and again. There was no
doubt, 1 believe, in the mind of any person present,
as to the facts here stated. I need but add that
these are only confirmations of what is familiarly
known in the United States, and what any sensible
person may determine for himself. Let the experi-
ment be made in any circle of a dozen persons, men
and women. Amongthese,some will probably befound
to have the requisite magnetic power. Four such
persons being found, the rest is obvious and certain.
I'wo persons, of strong magnetic power, will succeed
perfectly. 1 have also seen one person go through



s TADLE MOVING AND TABLE TALKING.

with all the performance. It is to be understoy
that a person who has not the power to charge 1,
tables can direct them, if he has steady intelleet sy
a strong persistent power of volition.  He must py
his hands on the table, with the others, so far os g
observation goes. It will be understood that | he
state facts, and attempt no philosophical explas
tions. I use the term * animal” magnetism 4
designate the unseen and mysterious instrument o
these phenomena only in obedience to populs
usage, and not pretending to suggest its true nale
and essence. I only add that behind and beyond th
wonderful discovery lies the question of Spirit Lz
pings. \When I say that 30,000 people belicve »
that as fully as in the electric tables, I suggest-
though I do not assert—that perhaps a still mon
marvellous leaf is yet to be opened in the book o
human endowments.

Among the persons present at the above-mes
tioned experiments, were two members of the Insi
tute, Mr. Appleton, brother-in-law of the celebratd
American poet, Longfellow, and Doctor Dumez.

Mr. Silas furnishes us with a brief accountd
an experiment performed in his presence at the
house of M. Charles Ledru. before a select nssem.
bly, among whom were Lady Clifford Constable
Miss Chichester, the Marquis of Urville, Docton
Dumez and Grob de Jarembina, Mr. Graham, s
a learned Egyptian Doctor, well known to all whe
habitually frequent the imperial library at Pans
The experiment was made on a little square del
table, which began to turn in half an hour. Th
rotation, at first slow, soon inecreased, and in tws
minutes was so rapid, that it was impossible &
resist the force, which drew the operators after it
Another essay made with two ladies bad n less pe-
fect success, because the ladies’ gowns frequently
touched the clothes of the operators. |

With the following, our Paris experiences wil
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be brought for the present to a close; and we will
then turn to the records of some experiments made
in several of the chief cities of the provinces :—

Yesterday, the 1st of May, had its dance of
tables. I had invited a number of my friends, of
both sexes, to my apartment. We were twelve of
us, and we undcrwoL to put a square denl table in
motion. At twenty minutes to ten o'clock we
began the operation. At ten minutes past ten, the
table mm'c:({ and began its rotation from right to
left and from left to right, which went on without
ceasing for thirty minutes. Being tired, we stop-
ped. We afterwards experimented on a hat; five
minutes sufficed for this; the rotation of the hat
was so rapid that, four men as we were, we could not
keep up with it, but stopped out of sheer fatigue.
We intend to renew our experiments this evening
in another place on a larger table, and before scien-
fic witnesses,

I have the honour to be,

CHALAIN.

No. 3, Flace Boreldieu, en face L' Opera Comique.

The Presse, in publishing the following abstract
from the Courier de Lyons, remarks, that of all the
accounts made publie, none are more marvellous in
character than this.

The journal in question, it goes on to say, contains
a statement of a series of ctpcmmms made at the
house of M. J. B., at the Brotteaux. We should
have hesitated, we confess, to give publicity to
these statement, if their author, M. A. Jouve, the
principal editor of the Courrier de Lyons, had not
assurcd us that he was himself prcsent at the ex-
periments, of which he gives simply a narrative as
an c e-witness.

. Jouve concludes by saying, that in a sitting
whxch took place at the abode of M. F., also at the
Brotteaux, at which he was not present, facts trans-
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pired exactly similar to those the truth of whid
he 15 convinced of by the evidence of his senses
The table made use of for the experiment, wy
a light one, of walnut wood, about two feet in ds
meter, rather low, standing on four feet withoy
rollers. Seven or eight persons, the cldest belsy,
fifty and the youngest eight years of age, vk
their places round it without any determined orde,
when, having observed the prescribed rules, am
tatory movement, after the lupse of twenty minute,
was perceptible; it was at first hesitating ans
slow, but went on with an inereasing energy. A
series of experiments was then commenced, fx
the purpose of testing the sensibility of the table
or, at least, the action of the will on an inert body.

The following arc the phenomenon that wen
successively manifested, which we shall class eate.
gorically with all the aridity of a proces verld,
observing only, once for all, that in the course o
these essays, the hands forming the chain remamed
upon the table, which the operators followed i
all its various evolutions.

Rotatory Movement.—One of the persons form.
ing the chain said to the table :—** Turn from the
right to the left,”” and it turned accordingly;
“Stop,” and it became motionless ; **Turn from the
left to the right,” and, after 2 moment’s hesitatios,
it took the direction indiecated. |

Side Movements.—The table was told to more
towards the window, towards the piano, towars
the door, and it took successively all these dif
ferent directions. It was then told to go rousd
the room, and round the room it went.

In this movement there are several particulars
to be pointed out, which exclude the supposition o
charlatanism or mechanic propulsion: for the fabl
did not advance in a straight line, but by certas
sinuosities, like a current swayed to the right or 1
the lefi, according to the obstacles or facilities &
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met with. It often also stopped, especially when
the im}mlso was feeble; and on examining the
cause of the stoppage, it was found that it came from
the unevenness of the floor, against which the legs
of the table had struck, afterwards, oscillating for a
moment, it inclined to the right or to the left, and
having s=o freed itself from the obstruction, con-
tinued in the previous direction.

Oscillating Movement,.—The command given to
the table was, “ Rise up on the side of such and
such a person,” and immediately afterwards it
invariably rose on the side indicated. Tt was then
told to strike severnl blows on the floor, and it
struck the exact number mentioned.

It must be observed that in this experiment,
which was renewed more than fifty times during
the course of the evening, the side mentioned for
the movement was frequently changed, even when
the operators remained in the same place, so that
supposing that one of them had determined or
facilitated the operation by a pressure of the hand,
he could only have done it in one case and not in
the others.

In the generality of experiments of this kind,
the table pirouted on its two feet on the same
side, lifting up the two others in the air. Often,
too, in order to prevent the feet on the floor from
slipping, we were obliged to stop them by a
wooden lath or the sole of a shoe.

The following command was given repeatedly
with complete success:—** Rise on one foot, on the
side opposite to that where a means of stoppage
has been placed.” The table, thcre on, rose on
two feet, then, by a new effort, gently lifted the
third foot and remained some ueoonds in that po-
sition before putting itself on all fours upon the
floor.

The Dance to the Piano.—One of the persons
present at the meeting sat down at the piano, and

>, &
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executed a polka waltz: the table was 1wl o
dance, and began oscillating, without lifting it f.
from the flour, but perfeetly in time. This mes
ment was slow or fast in accordance with the mw
At the command of one of the operatorsit th,
stood still, and recommenced motion on receivig,
contrary order. We attempted in vain to prode
simultaneously oscillation and rotation.

Answers to Questions.—In this part of our e
periments, the results owing to causes we ihd
presently explain, were less satisfactory, The
which follow were convineing. The table was 1
to tell the age of two young people who we
among the operators (the one 18, and the other i
years old) ; whercupon it answered by lifting its fe
on the side indicated, and giving a number of knes
on the ground equal to the combined ages. It wa
then told to count in the same manner the hour s
dicated on the dial-plate of the clock, and it strud
eleven. It was then told to add the numberd
minutes, and it struck twenty-three more, whe
made up the exact time. '

The experiments I am about to relate, suceeded |
four times out of five :—*‘ Tell the name of such e
such a person by stamping on the floor, when the
name shall be pronounced among many othes’
Some experimentalists then ran over n great nus
ber of names, that occeurred to them ; the table
maining all the while motionless. As soon, how.
ever, as the real name was pronounced, the requir
signal was immediately given.

In the various attempts that were made to mak
the table tell the number of keys or pieces of mong
i the pockets of such and such a person preseat
there was some uncertainty in the result. Th
table often mentioned a figure higher than the righ
one.

Of the following fact, however, we can
the correctngss. One of the operators asked the
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table to tell him how many coins he had in the
left pocket of his waisteoat.  The table struck four
blows on the floor, and it turned out that the in-
quirer had five pieces of money in the pocket : but
that if the table had deceived the company, he had
deceived the table, for he thought he had only four
picees.

Docs not this experiment prove that the mag-
netised wood is but the reflection of the thought and
of the will of the operators themselves ; and that
the errors of its answers are but the errors and
contradictions of its interrogators, and not of the
moist body, which acts merely as a mirror, reflecting,
with all its deformities and all its mobility, the ob-
ject placed before it?

Thus, as we have hinted, there were in this sit-
ting many deceptions and 1rrcgulurmcs, which, to
an attentive observer, were in most cases cxplxcnble
by the incoherence and equivocal volitions of those
who asked the questions. Itis indeed evident, that
in an assembly of persons drawn together by curi-
osity, bent only on amusing thcmsclvcs it 18 hnrdly
pn«xl)lc to establish that discipline and unity of
purpose necessary to obtain perfectly satisfactory
results. Add to this the frequent interruptions of the
chain, the changes that took place by some opera-
tors retiring, and others forming part of it in their
stead, and the inevitable contact besides with per-
«ons not belonging to it at all, and you will see that
all this moral power necessarily contributed to di-
minish the power of the fluid, and to render its
effects (nearly infallible where there is a perfect
umtg of thought and will) unicertain.

Vevertheless it is to be observed, that the mys-
terious foree developed is far from bemg unlimited.
The most frequent and natural obstacle it meets
with is weight; which explains the fact, thnbpef-
sons who have operated on pieces of heavy furni
weighing from twenty to thirty kﬂogmmmel;
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generally, after a long experiment, retired fatizes
without mecting with success. '

The sitting of yesterday was concluded by »
essay which again proved the power of this obstre.
tion. A child of eight years of age was placed
magnetised table, thereby quintupling at least its owy
weight, and the combined volition of the opn
tors, excerted in all its power on the docility of o
magnetised table, could not overcome the additions
resistance.  The age, the character, and the v,
of the experimentalists appear also to have som =
fluence in the re-production of these phenomes
Very young people having more vivacity and eoerp
of will than others, secm by far the aptest to po
duce the desired effect. It has been remarked the
the retirement of certain persons from the ehax
has contributed to augment the energy of the mag
netie fluid, and that all the phenomena have bes
re-produced with more spontaneity and pross
titude thereupon, than when they participesd
actively in the experiment.

Monsieur V. Ratier communicated to the Free
journals the following particulars of a series of o
periments, of which he was an eye-witnes :—

Some of the professors of the Lyceum of Bourps
an editor of the Journal du Cher, scveral lads
and many young people, met on the Ist of Ma
to convince themselves whether believers or wie
lievers in turning tables were right.

The following are the facts, which were wi
nessed by the whole Y 1—

Five gentlemen formed a chain round a made
gany table, three feet in diameter, and supported ¥
four legs moving on castors. The weather w»
warm ; their hands were moist ; they had just dised
These circumstances were no doubt favourable ®
the phenomenon, which began to be manifested a4
quarter of an hour. Each operator having t
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little finger of his left hand on the little finger of
his nmghbour s right, the table turned from the right
to the left, and five minutes afterwards its move-
ment became so swift, that it was difficult to follow
it. In order to change its direction, the chain
determined on inverting the position of their little
fingers, In doing this, their econtact with each
other cca.sul and the movement was completely
inte rrupted.

This experiment was decisive, but not complete.
Three of the first operators, and two new ones, now
counstituted a fresh chain. Whether it was that the
latter were less primed with fluid, or that the for-
mer were fatigued, sixfy.fice minutes elapsed before
the slightest movement was perceptible, At the
end of that time, the table began to turn, first
gently, but afterwards with the same rapidity as
before.

When it had followed the same direction for
five minutes, the experimentalists arrested it by
leaning strongly upon it, passed their little fingers,
which were underneath, above, without ceasing to
touch one another, and as soon as the heavy pres-
sure of their hands was discontinued, the table
turned with its former swiftness in the opposite
direction.

Experiments of various kinds then took place.

Ist. Four hands were neutralised as to the di-
rection : that is to say, two persons placed their two
little fingers above, and twa others their little fin-
gers underneath ; the table then turned
to the direction. gxmubysﬁnhwh
right to left, he hnnngdw Little ﬁng.of&a

hand
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tinued to move. Its direction even was ehangy
without joining the chain. '

4th. The party ceased entirely to touch o
table, or each other. T'wo or three minutes z{;:
the chain was re-formed by the same persons i 1,
same order ; the table remained all this time deel |
making the same movements with the same rup; i

5th. The persons round the table changed the;
places, and the phenomenon went on without ints,
ruption or alteration.

6th. Persons, taken without choice from amesy
the company, introduced themselves into the ehas
taking the places of some of the first operatn
without producing the slightest change or effect,

7th. The five persons who had maguctised the
table having retired altogether, the table eontined
to move under the contact of all who suecessive;
came to form the chain.

8th. Finally, when hands were crossed over t
table, scarcely touching it, so as to approach e
other on the same side, the table, instead of turnisg,
went straight to that side, then returned straighs
back when the hands approached the opposite &
tremity. When it encountered any chink in the
floor which stopped its rollers, it fell forward ad
under the action of some invisible weight.

These facts were scrupulously examined
three whole hours by more than tweniy persons.

The Siecle of the 1st of May, published the fé
lowing letter from Bordeaux :—

A very extraordinary experiment, my dear friesd
has much astonished usall here. 1know notif ya
have heard of the effect of animal magnetism cas
table. A letter which I have just received from
Germany, induced me yesterday evening to male
the experiment to which I allude.

I took a round oak table, with one leg and thre
feet. Five of us placed our hands and feet uponit. »
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that the little finger of each hand rested on that of
the hand of the person next in nrdvr. our thumbs were
kept apart, a little space remaining between them.

After the lapse of about four minutes, the table
emitted sounds as if it were erncking ; one of us
then commanded it %o the right, and 1t turned to the
right with increased rapidity. It was now ncces-
sary to follow its movement, our hands continuing
to repose lightly upon it.  We commanded it to
the left, and it turned immedintely to the left. We
told it to go to the door, and it obeyed. We in-
formed it that Meloe was fnur- ind-twenty years old,
and ordered it to strike that number on the ﬂoor.
when, inclining on one side, it mnde four-and-
twenty knocks with one of its feet.

This was indeed enough to turn our heads.
You may make the experiment. Those forming the
chain should, if possible, be between the ages of
cighteen and tluru six. If the operators are either
older or younger, the table will be longer in moving.

A room without a carpet is to be preferred

If any one of the persons engaged in the experi-
ment has had his hand long enough on the table, he
may place it on the back of a chair, and it will move
at his command, in whatever direction he pleases.

L’ Opinion du Midy contains the following re-
cital of an experiment made at Nismes :—
Yesterday afternoon our learned friend, Mr.
Fdward Boyer, professor of physics and of chem-
istry, at Calade, had the kindness to come to our
office to satisfy his curiosity. A hnzel-wood table on
three rollers served for the experiment. Six men
surrounded it, forming the chan, with their hands
lnced flat on its sides, every individual touching
Bxs neighbour with his right little finger, whic
was kept in contact with the left finger of the
son next to him. -°'F3g'
At the end of a few minutes, a slight shiver
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of the table announced the birth of the expectsl
phenomenon. There then succeeded three or foe
oscillations at very short intervals, A little afte.
wards, those forming the chmin felt tinglings »
their fingers, slight nervous contractions, and ha.
ried pulsations in their arterinl veins.  Seven mis.
utes had hardly elapsed when the table was iy
motion. The rotation, at first slow, became
quicker and quicker, and at last carried off the
operators with so giddying a swiftness, that the

. o . . !
were obliged to let go their hold of it, when
stopped immediately.

The chain being formed again, the circulz
movement was renewed in less than two minutes.

From this moment, the magnetie fluid abound-
ing, manifested a series of most extraordinary phe-
nomena. So much so, that by M. Doyer alone
placing his hand on the table, the most energetic
unpulse was communicated to it; for o man of
twenty years of age, extremely corpulent and ro.
bust, sat himself upon it without stopping or at ol
retarding 1ts rotation.

It has been maintained that the magnetic cur-
rent proceeds invariably from the south to the
north pole. This is a mistake; for the cham
being once broken, it follows inverse directions,
from the left to the right, and from the right to the
left, alternately.

An experiment made on a hat, was also per-
fectly conclusive. In less than three minutes, it
began to turn rapidly round. The same effect was
prodaced by the same means on an osier basket.

The Paris correspondent of the Globo news
paper communicated to that journal the following
par:uculnm of an experiment in which he took a
part :—

“Three persons of my acquaintance, each of
whom is incapable of trickery, sat down to a small
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round table, with three legs but without castors,
At the expiration of about five minutes the table
made an evident effort to turn, but could not, for
there was a thick carpet, and the points of the legs
plunged in the worsted. Finding this resistance to
the movement of rotation, the table rose upon two
of its legs until it lost its balance, and then pitched
over. A hat was then placed on the table, and three
experimentalists—one a gentleman of sixty, another
a female of fifty-four, and the third a young man of
thirty-four—formed the chain, placing their fingers
very lightly indeed on the brim of the hat. In one
minute the hat moved round, and the persons who
had their hands on it were wmpcllcd to rise and fol-
low the movement. The hat then moved towards
the edge of the table, and was falling off, when the
hands were taken off, and it was replaced on the
table. The chain was formed again by the same
persons, and their hands were again placed very
lightly in the same pesition as before : but, to their
surprise, the hat did not move. Four minutes
passed, during which the hat gave no sign of motion.
At the end of that time one of the observers said,
*The table is rising.’ This was the fact. The
table rose again— the hat remaining quite motionless
—on two legs, and in about two minutes the third
leg was eight or ten inches from the floor, when the
table with the hat upon it lost its balance and tipped
over. This experiment was conclusive; but why
had the hat remained motionless? The hat was of
felt, not silk, like most of the hats in use here.
When it was first saturated it moved rapidly ; but
when the charge of the fluid had become excessive,
the felt acted as a conductor of the fluid to the tablc,
aud table and hat became one body. This experi-
ment is, I think, an answer to M. Arago’s theory
about muscular action. If the muscles moved the
hat in the first experiment, why had they not the
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same effect in the second 7 and nobody can pretey
that the muscles of the fingers on the hat eould ke,
acted on the table. The fingers scarcely touched 4,
brim, but if there had been muscular action,
effect would have been to keep the table down, uy

to raise it up.”

We will conclude this chapter with a bricfz
count of what many consider to be an analogos
phenomenon to that which is engaging the attentia
of the scientific world at the present moment :—

In 1842, at Chatilon, on the Marne, a widos
lady being much frightened by hearing the yarioun
pieces of furniture in her room tumble and hust
agninst each other, for fifteen consecutive mights,
always at midnight preeisely, without any apparest
cause, paid a visit to the clairvoyant, Vietor D
mez, whose marvellous lucidity had begun to make
a great noise in the learned world, in order to as
an explanation of this strange phenomenon, and ts
consult him as to the means of putting a stop to it
Victor, having been put to sleep by an honourable
deputy, M. Loison de Guinaumont, declared tha
the alleged sorcery was nothing but the result of
certain magnetic currents, which had become con.
centrated in the place, and that the phenomenoa
would disappear under the influence of o change of
temperature. M. Loison de Guinaumont, knowing
by experience the extraordinary lucidity of Vietar,
took a note of his reply, and had the satisfaction to
see the prediction of the somnambulist realised to
the letter. The record of this fact still exists among
the papers of M. de Guinnumont, and will doubtless
be now made public in all its details.
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE DUTCH AND FLEMISH TABLES FOLLOW THE UNI-
VERSAL LAW, AND PERFORM ROTATORY MOVEMENTS.
~TABLE MOVING BY THE BIDERIAN LAMAS,

Wnie all this hubbub was going on in France, it is
not to be supposed that its imitative neighbour, Bel-
gium, looked on with indifference. Beset on the one
side with the extraordinary accounts of the table
phenomenon that were arriving every day from Ger-
many, and on the other with equally marvellous
statements that came by way of France,—the Bel-
gians were soon plunged into the same whirl of
excitement, and all the tables in Flanders were forth-
with set turning. According to the fudependance
Belge, it was a German, located in DBelgium, that
made the first table-moving experiment. The account
this paper gives is as follows :—

We, who write; have read without believing—
essayed laughing—and seen with terror. We will
now say how.

It was at a meeting of the Artistic and Literary
Circle, a few evenings ago, that the event happened.
A German had read the Cologne Gazetle, and its
marvellous stories. For a week past he had spoken
of nothing but &sckruecker, but the more he spoke the
more incredulity he found. It was in vain he de-
clared that the experiment had been tried with com-

lete success in the house of an artist well known at

russels ; every one thought he was the victim of
some mystification, and in o week more he would
have been an object of pity to all his acquaintance.

-
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But the faith which removes mountsins gy
tables, at last seduced an individual or two, s
eventually those the most disposed to believe we,
those who habitually believe nothing.

A small oaken table was brought, and five pe
sons sat round it. These were our German and fogy
artists, well known ; for whom I can wish no betig
wish than that they may have as much electne fluif
as they have talent,

Around them were grouped a mocking audienc:
grave magistrates, officers, lawyers, musicians, men o
letters, young and old,—all sceptics.

As they sat down to the table, the dial hand
marked half-past nine o’clock.

Up to ten o'clock no effect was observed, and
the experimentalists, four of whom at least had g
more faith than their audience, were exposed withous
mercy to railery on all sides.

They were about to rise; thirty-five minutes
had elapsed, and their fingers remained Impassse
aud benumbed on the table. Even the German begaa
to be discouraged.

When suddenly, during an interval of silence,
forty eyes stared astonishment, and twenty voics
cried out—* It moves |”

The animated expression of all faces, the tumult,
the exclamations hustling each other, the affirma.
tions, the denials, made altogether a strange scene
In the ardour of discussion, the spectators no longer
looked on, and the operators, who had felt the move
ment of the table, anxious not to deceive the publie,
cast suspicious looks at each other, and were in
reality themselves dupes.

In the midst of this disorder a happy idea occurred

to one of the artists present. He went to the billiand
room for a bit of chalk, and marked the circumfer-

ence within which the feet of the table rested withs

white circle.

ot 1
|
|
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Two minutes passed. The table rose up on one
side, then fell back heavily.

There was no more laughter. In five minutes
more it was two inches beyond the chalk circle, and
was wheeling gently round on its four feet,

It is impossible to say where this experiment
would have stopped, for one of the persons forming
the chain, feeling himself fatigued, rose, and the chain
was not renewed.

It is difficult to conceive the emotion which sue-
ceeded this trial.  Enough had been seen to create a
wish for conviction, but not enough to convince very
sceptical persons altogether,

Of twenty-five unbelievers, however, a dozen left
with faith.

The German trinmphed, and the Cologne Gazelle
with him.

An hour passed away ; some persons left, others
came ; we were about twenty who remained, nearly
all of us young people ; it was a quarter to midnight.

Two or three of us had already made the experi-
ment the same day, in a society where there were
ladies, whose participation in the operations guaran-
tees, it is said, its prompter success.

One of our party, a very serious person, and very
little disposed to accept illusions for truths, proposed
recommencing the experiment only for a quarter of
an hour. “If no effect- be produced before mid-
night,” said he, “ we will depart and leave the table
to dance a monologue.”

The proposition was acceded to, and they sat
down, four of them, whilst the otbers, fatigued with
their two hours tischruecken, talked politics together,
hardly t.lnnkmg of what was going on at their
side. R

Ten minutes at most had elapsed, | the seriou:
young man cried out, # Thmu 4 commencement ¢
the movement.” it o7 oDl 98
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Upon thi.s we approached, and saw the tably »
then fall again, then rise again, inclining e.d“,:
towards one of our friends, who is thought t |,
much magnetic fluid. .

The chairs were then withdrawn ; and the -
experimentalists rose, touching only at press
table with the little finger of each hand.

We looked on astonished. He of the four whey
we called the strongest, was pale and wearied, o
much moral vigour had he expended ; and the you,
sage was white with stupefaction.

But what was our surprise, I may almost sy o
terror, when we saw the table begin to turn round
moving, I believe, towards the north, and executic
its revolutions with so vigorous a velocity, that it vu
difficult to follow it.

At last the four operators raised their hands, and
the table remained motionless.

I had read that a table once sufficiently chargd
with fluid, a new chain would take almost immediate
effect. Four others of us, therefore, laid our hands
in juxta-position upon it, and the movement became
at once as rapid and as giddying as it had bes

before.

Its velocity was prodigious. I do mot believe that
the quickest waltz could keep nup with it.

Three times the hands on the table were changed,
and three times it made the same evolutions.

And take mnotice, it turned not upon a pivot, but
upon four feet, and upon an unequal floor. Never
have 1 seen so surprising a spectacle.

There is certainly something very striking in the
effects of magnetism.

To see a man the slave of another man ; to see
two wills so confounded together, that one of them
must renounce its independence ; to see a soul be-
come a machine for the service of another soul, whose
faculties are doubled by taking from the subservient
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soul all its vigour ; all this has certainly something
that baflles explanation ; the power, also, of the eye
of man to daunt the fiercest of animals, and to make
the majestic lion crouch at his feet, like all other acts
in which human life is in peril, produces a nervous
terror ; but this inert, insensible, brute matter, this
moral nothing, which, on the imposition of your
hands, begins to live,—I know not how to express
the emotions which this oceasions ; and in wnting
down these words, I think, in spite of myself, of the
sacrilegious Prometheus, who stole the fire of the
ancient gods to animate a statue of clay,

[gnornnt as I am on scientific matters, I have no
right to form an opinion on this phenomenon, neither
1s it my purpose in this paper to express one,

I relate only what 1 and twenty others persons
have seen and felt. We cannot hinder the scientific
from laughing, the more especially as M. de Hum-
boldt has given them the signal; but we can
all reply with the profound astronomer Galileo,
“ Nevertheless, it moves ;" and we can say this with
the more perseverance, as we have not the Inquisition
before our eyes to prevent us doing so.

I recollect that I spoke in the beginning of revo-
lution, revolution in prejudices, revolution in popular
ideas, revolution, perhaps, in the sciences, revolution,
perhaps, in philosophy.

Yes ; revolution, I repeat again, in all these.

For are not those truths which destroy the fan-
tistic, by making it the fatal consequence of laws
inscribed in the code of nature, the death of vulgar
prejudices 1

And do not all these discoveries, which open to
thinkers new horizons from day to day, constitute a
regenerated science? And must not these miracles,
which attach, by a visible link, matter to thought,
eventuate in an entirely new philosophy 1

“There are more things in heaven and
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Horatio,” says Hamlet, * than are dreamt of iy ,,
philosophy.”

For in truth no day passes that some Mo,
guided by Providence, does not strike from the ryy
the limpid stream of some unknown truth,

Unhappily the water does not always waity
Israel is thirsty. Great discoveries surge up gege.
ally at a time when no one is looking for them, 5
the world laughs, not because it is sceptical, but by
canse it would like everything to answer some 4.
termined purpose, perceptible from the very L.
ginning.

You laugh at the dancing table, and you may 1
right ; you might have laughed at Newton too, whe
an apple falling on him, bruised his face ; but re
collect, whilst you are laughing, that from the fall of
that apple resulted the discovery of the law of gravi.
tation which rules the universe.

L. H.

As may be expected, the table moving mania was
not long in invading Holland, where, at the present
time, it keeps up a rivalry with religious controversy;
and different parties are not ashamed of fraternising
round a table on which there is not the slightet
symptom of good cheer.

It is quite evident that the mania has also ex.
tended to Russia—to divide there the interest which
1s felt on the Turkish question—for in a St. Peters-
burg periodical, called the ZBee of the North, a corres-
pondent has called attention to an analogous pheno-
menon, which seems to have been practised for many
years past in the wilds of Siberia. This account 13
sufficiently interesting to quote verbatim :—* Imme
diately I read the account in your papers of the
‘moving tables,” it brought to my mind a circum
stance which has a striking analogy to this newly
discovered phenomenon, %eing an eye-wilness U
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the fact, I consider it my duty to communicate it
to you. Like the high-priests of nr.wi(-nt' Eg)’{vl.
who practised a multitude of clever tricks, in order
to maintain their influence over the superstitions,
the Siberinn Lamas, priests of the religion of Budha,
are in possession of some of the more extraordinary
socrets of nature, which they never communicate to
any one. These secrets give them the reputation,
among their fellow-countrymen, of being inspired,
and of acfing under the influence of divine revela-
tion. Amongst the means employed by them, there
is one more curious than the others, A little mov-
ing table is their magical wand, which serves them
as an indicator to discover stolen articles, when they
are questioned as to their place of concealment.

This is how the enchantment ig brought about :
Whena person brings his complaint before the Lama,
and begs of him to discover the article which has
been stolen from him, it rarely happens that the
Lamn conzents immediately to grant his demand,
Imt he puts him off for several days under the pre-
tence of preparing for his act of divination. When
the day and hour indicated arrive, the Lama s=eats
himself on the ground before a little square table,
on which he places his hand, and then begins in a
low voice to read from n Thibetian work, Half an
hour afterwards, the priest rises, takes his hand from
the table and raises his arm, preserving, at the same
time, in regard to his body, the position the arm oc-
cupied when placing it on the table, which also
riscs and follows the direction of his hand. The
Lama then stands upright, raises his hand above
his head, and the table is brought on a level with
his eyes. The enchanter now makes a movement in
advance, the table executes the same movement ;
he runs, the table goes before him with such rapidity
that the Lama can scarcely follow it. After having
pursued different directions, it osciflates o little in

H
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the air, and then falls. Of all the directions the
table took, there is one more marked than the others .
it 1s on that side that the stolen articles are to be
sought for. If one lent an ear to the recitals of the
people of the country, they would be found at the
exact place where the little table fell.

The day on which I witnessed this experiment,
after having travelled in the air over a space of eighty
feet, the table fell in a place where the stolen article
were not discovered. I should own, however, with
all humility, that the same day a Russian peasant,
living in the direction pointed out, committed suicide,
This suicide raised suspicions ; they repaired to his
house, and there they found all the stolen property,

Three different times this experiment took place
in my presence,and the Lama declared that the articles
could not be found. But on the fourth occasion |
was witness to the fact I have just related. It took
place in the outskirts of the town of Elane, in the
province of Zabaikal. Not daring to trust blindly
to my own eyes, I explained this apparent phenome-
non to myself as being some trick employed by the
impostor, the Lama. I accused him of raising the
table by means of an invisible thread, hefore the
eyes of the spectators. Dut after a more minute es-
amination, I found no trace whatever of fraud. De
sides, the moving table was of pine, and weighed a
pound and a half. At the present day I am per
suaded that this phenomenon was produced on the
same principle as that by which tables, hats, keys,
etc., are now moved.”
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CHAPTER VIIL
TADLE MOVING IN ENGLAND.

Tue sober English nation, as one would naturally
suppose, received the reports of the table moving
experiments performed in France and Germany,
with its usual smile of incredulity; and when,
indeed, it had to give in its adherence to the new
phenomenon, it did so with that proverbial ealm-
ness which no rotatory movement under the sun
would, we expect, be sufficient to disturb. Of the
experiments performed very few have been made
public, consequently the present chapter will be
bare of examples, and even such as are given,
partake by no means of that marvellous character
with which the statements received from France
and Germany are more or less imbued.

Among the first experiments which were made
yublie, were those performed under the direction of
Mr. Bates, of the Nautical Academy ; and his report
of them to the Morning Advertiser was as follows : —

Frperiment 1.—A small round mahogany table,

about 30 inches diameter, was cm};:xlloyed; five gentle-

men sat around it with their hands (fingers) so
placed that a ring of fingers surrounded the table,
the little fingers of each neighbour being joined,
also the thumbs of each operator. During the

riod of about half an hour, sensations of throb-
gg‘g in the fingers a_nd’;’huifnbs, puins in and about
the regions of the elbows were experienced, and a
perceptible vibration of the table observed. Th?

table was placed on the floor uninsulaled. g
H

o
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Exp. 2.—The same table, under the same eir.
cumstances, wans (~mp|n.\-(‘d, but instead of five.
seven gentlemen operated : on this occasion an
electrometer, composed of two flaxen threads sos
pended from a brass wire, was employed to indicate
if the table had received an electric charge ; the
threads were held together by a small strip of lead,
and the brass wire was brought into contact with
the table by a piece of iron wire. While the table
remained uamsulated, no effeets were I)(vrc(-p[i},],.
during half an hour beyond the throbbings and
pains mentioned above,

Lixp. 3.—The table was now insulated, by being
placed firmly on an ordinary electrical stool about
a foot square, a party of gentlemen sitting round as
before ; the same phenomena of throbbing at the
fingers’ ends, pains in the elbows, ete., were ob-
served. At length two gentlemen, sitting opposite
each other, experienced similar phenomena, es-
pecially a particular sensation on the balls of the
thumbs—in one instance the ball of the thumb was
in contact with the table. in the other in contact
with the operator’s other thumb : about this time a
remarkable vibration of the table was observed, its
peculiar character was perhaps noticed more dis-
tinctly by the threads of the electrometer exhibiting
a trepidatory motion which had not occurred before.
A railway train passed during these vibrations, but
as several had passed during the experiment, the
distinctive character of this vibration was apparent.
The next phenomenon observed, about twenty
minutes after the commencement of the experiment,
was remarkable—the operators, without being sen-
sible of any motion, observed the position of their
hands to be different, 7.e,, their hands had moved
towards the right, so that while they remained ins
sitting position a kind of hoisting was produced.
The motion of the table now became apparent; t
retain the position of the hands on the table it was

- -
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necessary for the operators to rise—a rotatory mo-
tion was induced, which, from commencing very
glowly and gnul\mlh accole ‘rating, occasioned the
operators to follow the rotating table, first at o
slow and ‘afterwards nt a brisk wilk. While thus
pmmulin", a gentleman uttvmptul 1o reverse the
motion, by pullmq the table in the contrury direc-
tion, and by exerting muscular foree upon it; in
this he succeeded, the other operators declaring
that some one was pulling the table.  The direction
of mnlmn, when influenced by the eleetricity or
magnetism of the party, was coutrary to that in
which the hands of u watch mWOVE; In one or two
instances there was a slight tcndenc) to move in
the opposite direction, but it was soon overcome.

FErp. 4.—A lurge sheet of gutta percha was laid
on thc floor, on this were pl.tcud two smooth bourds,
and a table wninsulated (so far us the boards were
concerned) placed on them. A party of six oper-
ated in this instunce, some of the gentlemen not
having.operated in the former parties.  The fingers
in coutact were sifuply laid on the table, and o
strict eye kept on certain marks on the boards to
ascertain the exact time of the commencement of
motion. Nothing beyond the sensation nbove men-
tioned was noticed during twenty minutes.

FLxp. 5.—The table wos now insulated as before,
50 t}mt it was insulated, as regarded the operators,
by the glass stool, and Mcy and it ivsulated, a8 re-
gnrdcd the earth, by the gutta percha. Tn three
mmuates the rotation was induced ; it was in the
same direction as before, viz., contrary to that in
which the hands of a watch mMove, and was muin-
wined during six minutes, in which thd table mndc
upwards of six revolutions.

Ezp. 6.—Everything remaining ns btl‘ore h
party of ladies and gentlemen plac tlmﬂiﬂni
the table ; in two minutes the rotation commen ‘ﬁ.
the penod of revolution being about one minu
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Exp. T.—A party of gentlemen now placed the
&lma of their hands on the table, their fingers

ing unconncected ;3 in this ease rotation in the
same direction was induced in a short time.

Erp. 8.—Two gentlemen, standing opposite each
other, plnccd the pulms of their hands on the table
with similar results.

Erp. 9.—The rotation was induced, when one
gontlcuum placed the palms of his hands firmly on
the centre of the table, pressing in the direction of
the axis of the supporting pillar.

Erp. 10.—The gutta percha and boands were
removed from the floor, and the table, iswlated by
the glass stool being placed thereon, the party st
round as before ; iu two or three minutes the rota.
tion commenced, at first slowly, but accelerated so
rapidly that the operators were obliged fairly to run,
till at length, being exhausted, their hands were
removed from the table, and the motion stopped.

Exp. 11.—An 1ron "chain wns extended round
and upon the table, two or three persons placed
their fingers lightl(f' upon it, and in a few minutes
the motion was induced.

Mr. Bates then proceeds to remark that *“the most
prominent features or salient points eonnected with
these experiments are, without doubt, the absence
of the motion of the table when mmmdal«l and
the production of motion upon an insulation being
effected. Experiments 3 and 10 exhibited mo-
tion, when the table was under precisely similar
circumstances ; the time rcqmrctr to induce the
motion was, however, very different in the two
cases. It is to be borne in mind here that the table
had been submitted to the influence of the operators,
m experiment 10, for upwards of an hour. Ex-
periment 5 is very important, as exhibiting the
mfluence of insulating both table and operators;
in three minutes, and in other experiments, in less,
the motion was induced. Nor is experiment 4
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less important, although no poaitivp results were
obtained ; perhaps it is even more important than
the other experiments, as indicating o continuous
current of the animal magnetism (if such be the
approprinte name) from the fingers through the
table to the boards, and again to the bodies of the
operators ; when this continuity is broken by the
insulation of the stool, the force descending through
the table in a spire communicates to it motion in
its effort to restore the equilibrium. .

“Thus, the explanation of these remarkable
phenomena appears to be very simple, and greatly
akin to certain experiments in electro and ordinary
magnetism.

* It \may not be uninteresting to mention, that
most of the persons taking part in the above ex-
periments were more or less incredulous as to the
published statements, but all expressed themselves
perfeetly convinced of the reality of the motion
being induced by other influence than ordinary
muscular energy.”

The following persons, having been present at
the above-mentioned experiments, have certified
Mr. Bates’s report of them to be correct :—W,
Radeliff Birt, Henry Rosser, Isanc Bates, Fred.
Wiggins, Wm. Reynolds, John Brixey, J. Jones,
all of 104, Minories.

A writer in Chambers' Journal, in a report of
various visits paid by him to Spirit Rapping Me-
diums. gives us the following particulars of a séance
in which replies to questions propounded were given
by means of sundry table tappings. He describes
the medium, Mrs. Roberts, as a lady of a certain
age, tall in figure, and of solemn aspect. * Her
hushand, a native cln‘ t.ixe north of Irel';}t:d, is likf;:ile
a tall and serious-looking person. ey profess to
belong to the Episcopal Church, and have all the
appearance of being under deep religious conyic-
uons. I visited this couple, in company with two
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ladies—one of them a person of rank; the other, 4
clever literary woman, who is fully convineed of the
verity of the spiritual manifestations. We found
a school Bible and Prayer-book, with a slate and
pencil, lyving on the table, round “hu.h we pro.
eéeded. 10 form - a+ circle: Here, differently from
the wsual practice, the husband bears an essen.
tial part in the operations. I mention, that the
table was an ordinary round one of mscwood. having
a pillar.resting on a triangular foot; and Mr. and
Mrs. Roberts sut together at a point in the circum.
ference, between two of the resting-points.  Laying
their palms flat down on the table, the little finger
of the gentleman’s right hand ov crluppm'r that of
the Luh's left, they cn"a"cd in silent prayer for 4
few minutes. .iftcr some invocations and inguiries,
a spirit came and manifested itself, not by rapping
on the table, as in so many other cases, but by cant-
ing it slightly down on the side where the mediom
and her husband sat. = One tilt, we were informed,
indicated a decided negative ; a tilt followed by one
slighter movement, implied doubt, or inability to
answer the question; and a tilt followed by two
slighter movements, was an affirmative. There
being no alphabet used here, one can get only yes
or no to questions put, unless the spirit shall mose
some one to write upon the slate. Mr. Roberts
inquired of the spirit: * If it wished that a part of
Scripture should be read;’ to which an affirmative
answer was given. * In the Old Testament or
New?'—The New. *In Mal.thew—Mnrk—Imke,'
ete. 7—In Revelations. ‘In which chapter—the
first—second,” ete.?—The tenth. ¢ Shall it be
read by the lndy on the right?’—No. *By her
on the leftz’—No. * By the gentleman 7' —Yes.
I then read this chapter nlowly, to allow of ﬂu:
irit 81 at
i e SR e e <
uttered, and write them:not,athdmma
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tilting of the table ; as, likewise, at three or four
pther passages in the chapter.  This was not fclt‘:u
very satisfuctory in any way; so one of the ladies
pn).('cmlc:(l, of her own accord, to usk questions on
religious matters.  She inquired if the Bible con-
tained nothing but what was true; if the creed of
the Church of England was o near npproximnti«m Lo
the truth ; if the Romish Chureh was true ; in what
sense we were to understand that Christ was the
Son of God ; if those who had au imperfect belief
would suffer on that anccount hereafter; and so
forth. It may be enough to say, that the answers
indicated a reliance on what is ealled orthodox doc-
trine, yet with o liberal allowanee to dissenters, and
very mild views ns to future punishmeuts. One
mizht have conceived n universalist to be speaking.
The answer given to the inquiry regar«iing the
lomish Church was an unusually deep cant of the
table, causing it to fall back with a most emphatic
negative.” :

The same writer informs us that during a visit
he paid to another medium, an affirmative answer
to a question he had asked, was given * by three
loud thumps of the table on the floor. I inquired
if the evil spirit had also some influence ; when
three gentler thumps were given. I then expressed
n wish to see the table moved along the room, in
the mauner in which a'lady of my ncquaintance had
lately seen it moved in America. The doctor having
put the request, the table presently moved along in
the direction of Julius, who had to rise in order to al-
low itway. Ashe moved back, with only the tips of
his fingers lnid upon it, it followed till it had gone
about four feet from its former position, nod of
course was completely clear of the rest of the com-
pany. All this was well calculated to surprise for
the moment ; but although the dynamies of the case
were at first a mystery to me, I became convinced
afterwards, that, whether drawn along by the J
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vouth’s fingers or not, it was possible to cause such
a table to move under a very much slighter contact of
the fingers than any one could have been prepared
for; wherefore, I eame to attach no consequence o
this section of the alleged phenomenn. Most un-
doubtedly I saw the table sliding along, clear of
every contact but that of the young man's finger.
ends. He then came round to the other side, and,
merely touching it, caused it to follow him back W
its original place. Finally, the doctor requested us
all to resume our seats, and place our hands upon
the table; after which, in a formal and reverential
tone, he returned his thanks to the spirits for the
communications they had vouchsafed to the com-
pany that evening.”

The only experiment that has taken place in this
country, which appears to have been instigated by
men of scientific reputation, is that reported in the
Medical Times. 1t should be mentioned that the
operators came to the conclusion that the effeets
were entirely produced by involuntary muscular
action, and by no other menns :—

June 3rd, 1853.—Fzperiment 1.—Four medi-
cal gentlemen sat round a small table, having a
stem with three legs, but without castors. Each

erson placed his fingers lightly on the table, the
ittle fingers of one person touching the little fingers
of the person next him, and the thumbs separated by
a considerable interval. In this experiment. it was
determined that no expectant idea should be enter-
tained, that the attention should not be fixed upon
the table, and that ordinary conversation should be
freely carried on.  After sitting for twenty minutes,
no effect whatever was produced. The experiment
was commenced at 25 minutes past 7, and was con-
tinued until 45 minutes past 7.

Fxp. 2.—The same gentlemen placed them-
selves round the table, in exactly the same positions
os in the last experiment. In this experiment, how-
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ever, it was determined, that perfeet silence should
be maintained, that the thoughts should be concen-
trated upon some result, whatever it might be, but
that no expectant iden should be entertained as to
the direction which the table should take., The ex-
periment was commenced at 12 minutes to 8; at 6
minutes to 8 the table began to move from right to
left. After it had moved for some little time, the
experiment was abandoned, as it was not thought
necessary to follow its circumvolutions, Dr. C——
felt that his left arm was in a state of muscular ten-
sion before the table commenced moving. Dr.J
felt pressure on his right little finger from Dr.
C—'s left little finger, the pressure appearing to
icrease up to the time when the table began to
move. Mr. N felt a tingling in the skin, ns
also a somewhat painful sense of muscular tension
before the table began to move.  After it began to
move, his fingers and hands unintentionally, but in-
stinctively, accommodated themselves to the move-
ments of the table, the involuntary muscular actions
being directed in the axis of movement of the table.
Dr. S—— was not conseious of any movement what-
ever of his own muscles, or of those of the gentle-
men to his right and left, and his mind was wholly
indifferent as to the direction which the table would
take.

Ezp. 3.—It was now determined that perfect
silence should be maintained, that the thoughts
should be concentrated upon the movement of the
table, and that an expectant idea should be enter-
tained of the table moving from left to right. The
experiment was performed by the same gentlemen
as before, and in the same positions. It was com-
menced at seven minutes past eight, and at fifteen
minutes past eight the table began to turn from left
to right, but in two minutes it suddenly reversed its
direction, and turned from right to left.  This latter
phenomenon was owing to Mr. No— (without
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mentioning the circumstance to the rest) exerting
a distinct voluntary foree in the opposite direction
to that in which the table was moving.

Lixp. 4.—~The same gentlemen sat down in the
same positions as before ; but on this occasion it
was determined that Dr, C and Mr. N—
should anticipate a movement of the table from
right to left, but that Dr. J and Dr. S——
should entertnin the contrary idea. The expen.
ment was commenced at twenty-five minutes past
cight, and it was continued till twenty munutes w
nine, but no effect whatever was produced.

June 4, 1855, —FExp. 5.—~This cxpcrimcm L
made upon a large, round, drawing-room table,
moving upon castors. Eight ladies stood round i,
with their fingers resting upon the table, and their
little fingers in contact with the little fingers of those
standing to their right and left. 1t was determined
to will that the table should move from right w left
In one minute and a half it moved from left o right

Exp. 6—~A lady placed both her hands flat on
the table, which in this case was o small and Lght
one; and it moved in two minutes from left to right

Exp, 7.—~Four gentlemen and four ladies placed
themselves round the large drawing-room table mes-
tioned in the 5th experiment.  They assamed sue.
cessively the standing, the kneeling, and the sitting
postures ; but, after waiting for twenty-five minutes,
no result whatever was produced. The four gentie
men then withdrew, and four ladies then took their
laces, thus placing eight ladies round the table.
t moved in two minutes. ‘

Perhaps the most interesting series of ex-
periments that has yet been performed o this
country, is thut which took place under the super-
intendence of a committee in the Manchester
Athenmum, on the 9th of June. The theory of
unconscious muscular action was most in favour in

%
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this instance.  The annexed report of the proceed-
ings appeared in the Muanchester Guardian :—

On Thursday evening a conversazione, having
for its object the arriving at some safe conelusion
concerning table moving and its causes, was held
in the library hall of the Athengum. The Rev, H.
H. Jones, F.R.A.S., was called to the chair, and,
in opening the proceedings, said that it appeared
to him that the phenomenon of table turning must
pecessarily be the result either of collusion, illu-
sion, or of the action of some mysterious and
hitherto almost unknown and unrecognised foree.
That it was not the result of collusion, was, he
thought, proved by the number of intelligent and
respectable persons who were ready to vouch for
the reality of the facts. That it might be the re-
sult of illusion or self-delusion on the part of the
experimenters, was just possible, but, perhaps, not

, very probable. It was just possible that there
might be such an adhesion between the fingers of
the experimenters and the table, such a power of
frction, as, gradually accumulating, should be suf-
ficlent to overcome the inerlic of the matter con-
tained in the table, and capse it to move. Some
might think that there could not be this amount
of friction or adhesiveness, without the experi.
menters being conscious of it.  He was not” so
sure of that. When persons had held their fingers
in & certain position for a considerable of
time, their fingers become comparatively benumbed,
and it was just possible that they might uncon.
sciously exercise such an amount of force as mig
move the table. n‘;nmthﬂd In!d.w

uestion—supposing the not to be th
reult of cither of thew causes, could it be that it
was produced by the - of some mysterious
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flowed to the right or left in obedience to theis
will.

Mr. W. G. Ginty moved the appointment of 4
committee to have the direction of the experiments,
and report upon them. The motion was seconded,
and unanimously agreed to. The chairman they
invited ladies and gentlemen who were willing 1
experiment upon tables to take their places, and iy
a few minutes all the tables in the room but one were
surrounded by experimenters, including persons of

arious ages and both sexes.

The experiments commenced nt eight o'clock.
The first table which moved was o round one, about
three feet in diameter, standing upon three leg
without castors, and having a leathern top. At this
table four ladies took their places, and in five
minutes it began to turn rapidly, the ladies running
round with it. After several stoppages, for which
the experimenters could mot account, the table,
moved round so rapidly that several of the ladies ap-
peared to be getting giddy, and two of them appeared
to be so much alarmed that they discontinued the
experiment. These ladies had simply placed their
hands upon the table, without touching those of
each other. After this experiment, the chairman
suggested that it should be repeated, the ladies
having tissue paper placed between their hands and
the table, to prevent the effects of friction. Ths
was tried for fourteen minutes with three ladies
only (the other two being too much alarmed to take
part), and failed. The other two ladies were then
induced to join the circle, and in three minutes the
table moved. Upon examination it was found that
the tissue paper had been wetted by perspiration,
and had adhered to the table. It had, therefore,
failed to counteruct the probable effects of friction,
and proved nothing.

The second table which moved was n large and
heavy round one, of polished wood, about four feet
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six inches in dinmeter, and weighing about 100 1b.,
having @ pillar and three claws, to each of which
there was o castor.  Round it sat eight gentlemen,
who formed the cirele in the usual manner, touch-
ing each other's little fingers, but not bringing the
thumbs of their own hands in contact. At twenty-
five minutes past eight o'clock {(when the experi-
ment had been conducted for twenty-five minutes)
this table began to move slowly from right to left,
and, with some stoppages, it performed about two
revolutions in that direction. It then stopped,
and after waiting some minutes the experimenters,
who had previously willed that it should move from
right to left, willed that it should move in a con-
trary direction.  In a minute or two motion recom-
menced, and the table moved so rapidly in the
dircetion  intended that the gentlemen, who had
previously risen from their seats, were obliged to
run round with it ; and its revolution did not cease
until one person, feeling giddy, withdrew his hands
and broke the circle. It was observed that this
table turned upon one of the three claws as an axis;
this claw, however, did not remain perfectly sta-
tionary, and the cireumference of the table deseribed
a series of eccentric eircles.

After the performance of these experiments,
Dr. Braid said there had been some most unexcep-
tionnble experiments. They had seen two tables
turn, and his conviction was that the motion arose
from what Dr. Carpenter called the ideo-motor
power, The mind being concentrated for a length
of time upon an idea, it at last began to act upon
the muscular system. This was not a voluntary
act, and might even be in opposition to volition.
He was satisfied, so far ns he had seen, that this was
the true solution of the matter; that the ladies and

tlemen were not conscious that they exercised
any effort, and that the effect arose from this uneon=
scious muscular action. In order to test whether
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or not the motion was eansed by clectricity, he sug.
gested that a wire should be laid upon the table,
and that instead of touching the table the experi.
menters should hold this wire. If the motion aroe
from electricity, it would take place under thes
cirenmstances ; if it was the result of museulsr
action, the cffect of that action would be on the wire
and not on the table.

The experiment was accordingly tried. A pices
of thin wire was laid round the ladies’ table; it was
twisted into a loop between each of the operatorn,
and was then held by the ladies who had previously
operated so successfully. The hands of the ladies
did not touch the table. They maintained their
positions for half an hour without success, nnd then
abandoned the attempt. They then placed their
fingers upon the table, and in about five minutes it
turned rapidly.

The third table which moved was a similar one
to that which wns moved by the ladies. Five per.
sons sat at it, and at thirty-seven minutes after
eight it turned rapidly from right to left. These
persons had formed the cirele in the ordinary man.
ner, with only the little fingers touching. When
the table began to move, some of the bystanders
thought that some of the experimenters were exer-
cising pressure, and therefore suggested that they
should cross their hands, as it was thought that m
this position they would be unable to exercise any
force mpon the table. This was done, and the table
moved rapidly from right to left and left to right.

The chairman suggested that, in order to pre-
vent the effects of friction, a table should be smeared
with olive oil. upon which the experimenters should
place their fingers. In accordance with this sug-
gestion, a belt of oil about five inches wide from the
edge was made upon one of the round tables. Six

gentlemen then sat down, and in about twenty
minutes the table moved. The large round table,



|
f_
!

TADLE MOVING AND TADLE TALKINO, 119

which had been the second to move, was then
smeared with oil upon the wooden rim, and the
same cight gentlemen who had previously experi-
mented again sat down to it.  In this instance they
formed the circle ns before, but only the tips of
their fingers touched the table. They began their
experiment at a quarter poast nine, and ot one
minute before ten o'clock the table made part of a
revolution from right to left. It nftcrwnr({; moved
in different directions, nccording to the will of the
gentlemen experimenting upon it, up to a quarter-
past ten o'clock, when they desisted. In the course
of this experiment these gentlemen were much dis-
turbed by the pressure of the nudience upon them,
and by other proceedings. Whenever their atten-
tion was thus distracted the table stopped. The
chairman gaid that no importance could be attached
to the result of this experiment, as he saw the
thumb of one of the operators upon the edge of the
table. All the gentlemen engaged in the experi-
ment denied that they had placed their thumbs in
this position: and a bystander assured us that,
though the thumb of one gentleman was very near
the edge of the table, yet it did not actually touch
it. This gentleman was in a better position for
observing than the chairman, who was on the plat-
form, and he was paying great attention to the ex-
periment, Several requests were made to the
chairman to point out the gentleman whose thumb
was upon the edge of the table; but the chairman
only replied that he had no doubt the gentlemen
believed that they were acting fairly, and that he had
not thought of charging them with doing other-
Wise,
The last table to turn was a square one of ma-
hogany, about six feet long by four wide, standing
upon four legs. At eight o'clock, eight gentlemen
and two ladies sat down to this table and continued
the experiment without success until thirty-five
I
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minutes past nine, when they discontinued it
Seven gentlemen and five ladies, including three of
those who had previously been so successful, thes
sat down, and in about a quarter of an hour they
moved the table a short distance. The circle was
then broken by one of the party, und the table
stopped. At nine o'clock the gentlemen who kad
previously moved the large round table formed the
circle as before, but without allowing their finges |
to touch the table. They tried this experiment |
for ten minutes, but without success. |

We have hitherto spoken only of successful e
periments, but there were three tables which were
in vain attempted to be turned. One of these wu
a mnhogany Pembroke table, and the party who
experimented upon it consisted of five gentlemen
Another table (resembling that with which the ladies
were so successful), which was at first unoccupied,
was afterwards taken possession of by a party o
seven gentlemen. In forming the circle they not
only touched the little fingers of each other, but
brought their own thumbs into contact. The resalt
of this was that their hands were placed in a circle
very near the centre of the table top, and not, as
the other cases, round its circumference. These
gentlemen continued their experiment for some time,
but the table did not move. The third unsuceessfal
experiment was with a small round table, at which
five gentlemen remained seated for an hour and
thirty-five minutes without producing any effect. In
the top of this table there was a crack, and some o
the experimenters seemed to think that this had pre
vente(ll)e the success of the aéteﬁzpt. The chairman,

u ing appealed to, said that he did not imagise
H it wo%ldphnve any effect.

The chairman, before lenving the chair, said that
he had come into that room without any prejudice;
but that, from what he had scen and heard, he be-
lieved that the phenomena resulted entirely from
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musoular action, by the power of friction. He could
got for a moment believe in the emanation of anr
gecult prineiple in nature, which eould produce such
decided effect upon n mass of brute matter as had
that night been manifested. Dr. Braid, in moving
a vote of thanks to the chairman, said that if we
eusidered the reciprocal action of the mind upon
matter, we had n key to the whole mystery. It
was a certain law that the mind, being concentrated
for any length of time upon any part of the body,
changed the physical action of that part. If there
was an idea that the table should move in a given
direction, that idea would, without a conscious effort
of volition, without the person believing that he
was exereising any cffort at all, produce the effect.

The two following letters were addressed to the
editor of the Leader newspaper :—

Sir,—~In the last number of the JWustrated News,
in the French correspondence, the writer states that
1 book suspended by n house door-key, the rims of
which rested on the right forefingers of two persons,
would twrn at the will of the holders if both willed
the ssme way, with another result if they opposed
aach other.  The experiment was so easy of proof|
that I at once attempted it.  The result came. It was
testedl every way. Each holder willed contruriwise 3
the book remained stationary. During this time one,
without informing the other, changed her will'tomake
both ngree, on which the book immediately turned.
This may be accounted for by the harmony in the
wills g0 produced, allowing the galvanic current to
flow in the proper course. I long credited the
possibility that a foree or unseen electric fluid
mades our planet and atmosphere, if not the
wiiverse, which may possibly be an lg:uhmlm
w in the same degree that the pole controls the
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Od Foree; therefore, the results I had obtained dd
not surprise me, but what followed is so startling
and so resembles the results said to be obtained by
the spirit rappers, that 1 merely relate what ce.
curred, leaving others to try the experiment. Some
ladies present observed that with servanty and
others there was o common superstition that a key
so placed in the Bible nt a certnin verse relating
Boaz and Ruth, would, being so suspended, caum
the Bible to rotate at the mention of certain names,
or rather initials indicating those by whom or whos
the experimentaliser Ziked (an influence, undoubs
edly). Now here, if there be such a thing as (4
Forece, were the means of using it in a novel way.
A key, which is a perfect conductor, inserted in 3
book, a non-conductor, the current to pass uninter-
ruptedly between the two persons, that current t
be disturbed only, and to manifest the disturbanes
by the key turning itself and the book when some
unknown force was brought to operate at certaim
times, ns the caller named each successive letter iz
the alphabet, and arrived at the one indicating a
forennme or surnnme. Here—mixed up with the
vulgar belief that the book must be a Bible, wasa
superstition of the ignorant concealing of the result
—was attained a sumple but important scientifi
truth, an impalpable agent causing, when undera
certain influence, the comparatively pondernble book
to turn and revenl. It was laughingly suggestsd
that with one book ( Cesar's Commentaries, by-the-
bye, although a non-conducting block of wood
would have done as well) and key, the experiment
should be tried. s an uller joke, another and my-
self sat down and tried it, and to my nnutunh{o
mtnnishml:dmt, at ;hc mention of certain hinit:l;
corres ing with my own judgment, altho
llod oo Smitial) thachaok tar nod S d Aoaticned 1
turn invariably at the same ones (with each caller)
on repeated experiments., They were not confined
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to two initials, nor need they be—we are influenced
strangly by many, although the first should have
the preference in these iadications. With two
by whose influence the book turned at all times
when they willed it, it remained quite stationary
during this experiment.  In reading of the table
movings, the question has often oceurred to me,
“Of what dircct use can they be?  Spirit rappists
pretend to answer questions, however absurd their
statements may scem : tables answer no questions,”
It occurred to me, and I did not mention it to the
others, that if spirit rapping or its alphahetical
mdications could be tested, now would there be an
easy way by the ngency at hand—the book to
turn or answer at certain letters mentioned as the
nlrlmbct was passed over, and to spell the name of
which I thought of only. 1 therefore very slowly
talled over the letters, thinking in my experiments
of names (all dead), no one knowing, of course, who
I'was thinking of, or what indeed was my object,
and to my amazement, the book by turning spelt
the names in every instance—in one, n deceased
friend of mine, whose name had fifteen letters, As
[ did not proceed with the usual epirit rapping
questions, and as the book might turn from my will
being influenced (although 1 endeavoured to abstract
it), the result is not conclusive, but is very sug-
gestive of further trinl.  'With the exception of the
odometer ring, this was my first cxperiment in
“patural magie.”” Table moving requiring such

prelude and patience (with the chance of getting
onc's toes rapped) to obtain what might be a ridi-
culous result.  In this case, those who ridicule will
do so at facts. I enclose my address as a tee
of the good fath of this communication of boak and

key revelations. M. 1: R.’
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now | am an amazed believer, and have arrived al e
same result without any mediwn but a key and book

I asked—How long is it sinece Mr.
friend of mine) died? and counted the figure
Answer correct, the book turning ot the [roper
figurc as I named it, begioning ot the figure |
Question 2. Are these revelations for good? The
book turned. 3. Will questions intended for ¢
purposcs be answered ? Stationary, 4. Heecolles
mg a letter in the Leader, on the spirit rapping, |
asked, Will these relevations ever be made audibly?
The book turncd., 5. In how many years? |
counted. Answer: two. 6. Wil questions b
answered relative to our worldly prosperity? The
book turned. (These turnings are prompt and un.
mistakeable.) 7. Will questions ns 10 sucoes i
borse-racing be answered 7 Stationary. 8. How
long is it since died? The book turned o
the right figure.

Various other questions were asked by
who were amused sceptics vesterday, but who now
are convinced. As a firm believer now that this
means of communication exists, I nm happy to have
had those answers to the questions, as to good and
evil purposes. If there be a clearer intelligence
than we possess that we can commuuicate with,
and of whom we can ask the qucstion—“hml
present pursuit beneficial to my spiritual welfare!
and the question can be resolved, how thankful msy
we be that it is thus opened to us!

M. P. R

We gather from a pamphlet on the subjeet of
table moving, that, on the 20th of May, a series of
experiments was performed at Oxford, in which
Mr. Hallam, the historian, and the Dean of Christ
Church, took part. A very few minutes clapsed be-
fore the table rotated to the satisfaction of all present.

The same authority informs us that ** Sir Charles
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Stylo has such extraordinary power over a table when
ence imbued with his magnoetic influence, that at

the command of his will it will bend backward and
forwards, advance right or left, rear up, or count
any given number on the floor, by tapping with one

of its legs. The lndy of Professor De Morgun has
also the same power.”

And it mentions in conclusion, * that in addition

to other numerous instances that could be given, ex-
riments have been suceessfully performed by the
ishop of Oxford, the Earl of Carlisle, the ladies of
Lord Grosvenor's family, Mr. C. 1. Wild, the En-
ineer of the Great Exhibition, the Hon. and Rey.
g:. Law (brother of Lord Ellenborough), the Rev.
Gearge Sanby, the Rev. Chauncey Hare Townsend,
MA., and several well known gentlemen ot the

Bank of England, Stock Exchange, and Lloyds, to- -
gether with many highly distinguished in science
aud literature.”

Bl
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CHAPTER IX.

TOR VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH AFFECT THR
OPERATORS,

Or the large number of scientific men who have in.
vestigated thc table moving phenomenon, Dr. Felix
Roubaud a Parisian ph\alcun of considerable emi-
nence, appears to have bestowed the greatest atlen-
tion on the subject. He has not merely performed
a considerable variety of experiments, but from a
careful examination of their results, he has been en-
abled to collect together a certain amount of data
which must ncce;sml) be of some value to future
experimentalists. He treats, in particular, very
coreprehensively of the various circumstances by
which the power of the operators is affected in a
greater or less degree ; and that the reader may see
how minutely he ‘discusses the subject, we propose to
let his entlre remarks thereon form the materials of
the present chapter. He proceeds as follows :(—

During a month, or nearly so, entirely engrossed
with my labours of investigation, I have fathomed
this new and illimitable ocean which has suddenly
appeared to modern science. To-day, even doubt
has become impossible ; be the cause what it may,
we are compelled to admit positive and tangible facts,
which are constantly produced with a kind of mathe
matical precision, and even to say to those who would
offer to deny them, * You must either see them or be
blind !”

After having, by numerous and various experi-
ments, placed beyond doubt the real existencs of this

|
|
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sew phenomenon, T have songht to determine the cir-
cumstances attending its occurrence and the condi-
tions of every kind which are favourable to its mani-
festation. I believe I have obtained results hitherto
undiscovered ; yet I have made no haste to publish
them, I desired rather to present myself before the
public impressed with a deep conviction, and armed
with the authority which various and multiplied ob-
servations bestow,

The considerations which relate to operators are
undeniably the most essential and the most curious
to be noticed. I will divide them into two series :
the first, which may be styled physiological, relate to
the physical or corporeal qualities of persons—such
s constitution, age, sex, health or sickness, and ac-
qured accessibility ; the second, which I shall call
moral, comprehend the tempers, antipathies, the pas-
sions of love and hatred, education, ete.

L—PHYSICAL CIRCUMSTANCES,

The Constitution—By the word constitution, we
mean a state or condition of health in which one
particular system of the econcmy predominates and
influences all the rest of the frame.

This predominance of one system does not neces-
sitate the extinction of the remainder ; but the func-
tions of the latter languish, and are always under the
subjection of the one which excels them in power.
Itis very evident that the agency, the fluid, the power
which 1 am here examining, by whatever name it
may be called, has its origin and seat in the nervous
system ; consequently, reasoning by theory alone,
those persons in whom the nervous system predomi-
nates, ought to furnish a more copious and powerful
fluid than persons who are endowed with any other
kind of constitution. This has in reality been con-
firmed by observation.

']
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But we must not confound, as the world genenily
does, those who are endowed with s nervous consg.
tution, with those who are afflicted with nervog
complaints. That young girl, whose green sickney
is atlended with hysterical fits, with continual yaws.
ings, and consuming langour, cannot impute ihes
ailments to her constitution. Nor can that yousg
mother, but yesterday so fresh and blooming, w
happy and cheerful, whose life, after a powerful b
morrhage, has become to-day a perpetual course of
fits and faintinge, be looked upon as the viclim of 5
pervous constitution. Were it so in this instance, the
same would happen in every other, and then we
should be forced to admit that aneurism or anemia,
for instance, are signs of a sanguine consfitution;
which would be a mere absurdity.

If I insist on fully laying down the line of demar-
cation, which divides the nervous constitution from
nervous diseases, it is because it will presently be
seen that, if the first favours the discharge and power
of the fluid under examination, the latter are far
from enjoying this privilege, and belong, if not ts
the conditions which delay or diminish the phenome-
non, at least to the circumstances which have 2o
effect upon it.

A nervous constitution, coinciding with a per-
fect state of health, is, therefore, more favourable
than any other to table moving ; next o it, and act-
ing with an almost equal power, comes the melan-
choly or languid constitution, characterised, as we
know, by deep and retentive, rather than disorderly
passions ; the bilious constitution closely follows
after the melancholy ; the sanguine comes next;
and last of all stands the lymphatic constitution, the
least qualified of all to communicate motion to inert
I consider it im to draw up a
scale, which would g‘fhborder on'mcynp p’:duhlm‘

f
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all these constitutions. The regulation of this scale
might possibly be contrived, if the action of the con-
stitution could be exercised without being affected
by the innumerable causes which influence the table
ryrations ; but, as in the present state of things, we
cannot exactly compute the extent of these causes,
I consider it would be futile to attempt to measure
the different actions of the various constitutisns, and
that it would be to the last degree rush to determine
that the sanguine, for instance, possesses an influence
of 3, whilst the nervous operator has an influence of
5,ete. The classification which 1 bave drawn ap,
15 the only rational result which ought to be ad-
witted to serious consideration.

Age—The influence which the age of the opera-
tors produces on table moving, will readily be un-
derstood, if we consider that the fluid which we
communicate to external objects is the production of
certain physical organs within us, and that the
of this production must necessarily depend upon the
development and the functions of these same organs.
The two extremes of life, childhood and old age, do not
possess the same power in their functions which char-
acterises a man in the prime of life ; in one case the
organs are not yet fully developed, in the other they
are partly exhausted of their strength. Consequently
the child and the old man will exercise over
table moving an influence at once less sensible and
less manifest than the man who has reached the sum-
mit of the scale of human life. According to my
experiments, the most favourable age for the mani-
festation of the phenomenon, varies from twenty-five

’
e’

cannot, any more than any other, be taken .
lute in the present state of things, for the fa
or unfavourable influence of age may be.
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Sex.—The first operators, no doubt taking ins,
consideration the more delicate and nervous orgag;.
zation of woman, have probably concluded, withog
more direct proofs, that the feminine sex has mop,
power than the masculine to produce table mcving,

I think this opinion requires to be modified,

Beyond all doubt, the fluid whose history I ap,

writing, bas its origin and seat, as I have said before
in the nervous system : but, and herein assured)y
consists the wonder of the phenomenon, it is entirely
under the dependence of the will.  When I shaj)
make known the numerous experiments which I hay,
tried on articles of every description, and in different
situations, it will be seen, for instance, that a hat
when set in motion, turns to the right, turns to the
left, moves forward, moves backward, stops or goe
faster, according to my will ; moreover it will be
scen, that if two persons, participating in the motion
of the hat, express an opposite or contrary will, the
hat, a moment undetermined, will at last submit {
the strongest will and most resolute character.

Strengthofcharacter and tenaciousness of will have,
on the table moving, an influence undeniably more
determined than that of the nervous constitution ;
consequently woman, who is equally remarkable for
the susceptibility of her organization and the flue-
tuations of her temper, and especially of her will,
must yield the palm to man, whose susceptibility is
not so keen, it 1s true, but whose firminess of mind is
one of his finest privileges.

Experience, besides, has fully demonstrated to me
what theory at first had enabled me to perceive.

I made my first experiment in the Rue de Londres,
amidst circumstances which T strove to render most
completely identical. I placed round two mahogany
tables, equal in weight and diameter, on one side six
young women promiscuously taken from a rather
numerous company, and six young men, also taken
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at random, on the other. Owing to a pecnliar slate,
which I call acquired accessibility, of which 1 shall
shortly speak, 1 formed no part of either chain my-
self, for { was anxious justly and honestly to settle
the question of the fluidical supremacy of the sexes,
In twelve minutes the table surrounded by the
men began to swing, and it turned about for some
time, before the table of the ladies began to stir;
it performed its first oscillations about six or seven
minutes after the table of the men had first stirred.
This experiment, several times repeated in different
parts of Paris, aud always attended by the same re-
sults, authorises me to think that, contrary to the
received opinion, the masculine sex discharges the
fluid both in greater abundance and more powerfully
than the feminine sex.

However, the union of woman's exquisite sensi-
bility and of man's resolute will, constitutes, as the
operators have noticed, one of the most favourable
circumstances for the rapid manifestation of the phe-
nomenon ; so that when three tables, furnished with
chains, are placed side by side, one surrounded by
women only, a second by men only, and a third far-
nished with a mixture of men and women, all three
consisting of the same number of individuals, it will
slways be the latter which will exhibit the first
oscillations.

It is difficult to reconcile this fact with the pre-
mises I have laid down ; but, as we are still buried
in the dark, let us rest satisfied with enjoying
the stealthy rays of light which we behold, without
attempting to discover the source whence these rays
smanate and come down to us.

Health or Sickness.—This paragraph would per-
haps be one of the most carious of the chapter,
if I were exclusively addressing medical readers.
Among women there are physiological or morbid con-

ditions which exercise on the table zgomsthmqp |
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manifest influence, and 1 state fearlessly that an
experienced observer, attentive to all surrounding
circumstanoces, will easily be able to test and prove
them. The reasons of this influence are less difficult
to prove than is supposed, and this observation, which
I have twice ascertained to be true, may perhaps open
to physiology a new field for investigation,

I cannot expatiate further on this subject; I have
said enough to be understood by medical men, and to
dispense with speaking of those nervous conditions
which attend chlorosis, hemorrhage, ete. Modest in.
nocence, into whose hands my book may fall, de
mands respect, and dictates that propriety which
I am bound to observe,

Predisposed Influence.—~Every individual who
has discharged the fluid continues, during a greater
or less length of time, admirably disposed to dis-
charge it again ; 1 call this condition predisposed
mﬁumre because the source of it is neither in the con-
stitution, nor in the age, nor in the sex, nor in any
circumstance of the moral being. This predisposi-
tion is acquired by practice, and it increases in
proportion as the nervous system has been more
frequently subjected to the repetition of the pheno-
menon. I remember that on one occasion, having
operated that morning at the office of the Gazetle des
Hopitauzr, in the middle of the day at the office of
the Presse Medicale, and in the evening, at six o'clock,
at the office of the Illustration, without reckoning a
few waltzes casually imparted to a few hats and tables,
I found myself that night so powerfully predisposed,
that by myself 1 could move articles which another
time would have required the co-operation of several
persons. This enlarged capacity only diminishes
after rest : neither eating, which composes the ner
vous system ; nor amusement, which dissipates anxiety
and dulness nor tobacco which is so powafuk s
narcotic, have an yinfluence over it. |
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Besides, it is not man alone who exhibits this
peculiar power : the articles which have once been
acted upon by this fluid, begin to move in a much
shorter time than any other body. This property is
even retained for a considerable time ; 1 have dis-
covered it in watches, keys, and hats, after an interval
of eight and forty hours.

The predisposed influence is certainly the most
favourable condition for producing the phenomenon
speedily and powerfully ; it surpasses every circom-
stance, physical and moral, and it is owing to this
agency that I have succeeded in moving the most

refractory bodies, such as metals, procelain, glase,
ele.

IL—MORAL CIRCUMBETANCES,

Character.—After what 1 have just now said on
the powers of the will over the strength and diree-
tion of the fluid, it will be easily understood that a
firm and resolute character indicates a most favour-
able condition for the manifestation of the phe-
nomenon. This proposition has now become with
me o real axiom. 1 have hastened the motion of a
table by the sole power of my will ; and the symp-
tom which, on these occasions, serves me as a guide,
15 the pricking which one feels on the fore-arms and
hands a moment or two before the first oscillationa
Thus, after a time of greater or less fruitless expec-
tation, and not feeling in the upper limbs the symp-
tomwhich is the forerunner of the phenomenon, I
ordered the fluid to move faster and the table to
turn, and immediately, almost on the instant, I felt
the well-known pricking, and the oscillation of the
table commenced.

- I would advise those persons who are as yet
strangers to this command, to take their first lessons
in experiments on the watch, as 1 shall describe

in another chapter; the e 0t is easy, is

X
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at:«dily realized, and in it they will find s slsve

obedient to their slightest whim,

Feelings and FEwmotions.—The facultiss of eme
tion or feeling may and ought to be classsd as be
longing to two principal types: the attretive and
repulsive faculties, which, as they pass through the
various degrees of excitement, express the number.
less lights and shades of the soul's sensibility, Sym.
pathy, that inexplicable influence which attracy
us, we know not why, towards another, becomes
alternately friendship, love, passion, delirium, some.
times even madness ; in the same manner antipathy,
under the effects of similar excitement, turns Lo repug-
nance, disdain, contempt, hatred, fury, and insnity,

But these lights and shades, if wo set oul from
the two extremities of the mind, attractive madnes
and repulsive madness, gradually weaken and de
cline, and leave us at last in a neutral state, called
sndiflerence. Indifference is not a feeling—on the con.
trary, it is the absence of all feeling : with some, it
is a peaceful state of mind ; with others, it exhibils
the absence of all emotion.

These rapid considerations on the faculties
of the soul have seemed to me to be necessary bo
establish and fully determine the influence exercised
by the new fluid on these various faculties, whether
attractive, repulsive, or negative, that is to say, in-
difference.

This influence varies according as we examine
the faculties acting by themselves, and apart from
every other, or as we study them in their social
relations, in their contact with other faculties,
whether sympathetic or averse.

Separately studied, a{mrt from all foreign influ-
ence, we may say, genecrally speaking, that the feel-
ings or affective faculties constitute a happy disposi-
tion for the discharge of the fluid ; that after them
come the dislikes or repulsive faculties ; and that in-
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difference stands on the last or lowest round of the
lsdder., Thus n woman, whose raternal love shall
be quickened into torture by the danger of death
suspended over the cradle of her child, or a girl whose
heart shall beat in expectation of seeing her lover,
will communicate motion to inert bodies in & much
shorter time and with far greater energy, all other
things being equal, than a person full of hatred or
devord of all feeling.

| have chosen, as examples, maternal love and
the passion of one sex for another, because my expe-
riments have been tried on a young mother, and a
betrothed, who had no reason to disguiso the feelin
of their hearts.  Thus a young girl, whose betrothed
was anxiously expected, moved my hat, by herself, in
less than three minutes ; whilst one of her school-
fellows, on a visit at her house, was unable to pro-
duce the phenomenon until she had placed herself
in communication with me.

But it is above all in its social relations, that the
mind plays an important part in the discharge and
strength of the fluid. The first observation that I
made on this subject was suggested to me by the
following circumstances :—

In one of those homes so often met with in Paris,
the source of whose misfortunes is so graphically
portrayed by M. Ponsard in his play, I Honneur el
I Argent, the most inveterate dislike had manifested
iteelf, and the husband and wife, held ther by
the presence of a child, whose future fate they were
anxious to provide for, {elt not only indifference, but
aversion, for each other.

Being placed in communication with each of
them separately, I produced, without effort, the result
of the experiment ; but when I was absent from the
chain, the motion did not manifest itself until after

long waiting, and even then with very little power, un-

der the joint operation of Wpﬁ’m
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ever | interfered and took part in the experiment,
the article moved a little faster, it is true, but the
motion was awkward and undetermined, as if soms
physical obstacle had opposed its development.

During the same sitting, and whilst the tripl
experiment, after several repetitions, continued t
yield the same results, a person came in whom the
lady cordially loved with all the energy of the
deepest gratitude : this was her brother, who had
sustained her spirit during the time of her domestic
trouble, and who still encouraged her with hopes o
better times.

The new comer, having been invited to partia-
pate in the experiment, formed a fresh link in the
chain, which had previously consisted of the unhappy
couple and myself. The scene soon changed ; the os-
cillations, instead of continuing confused and relaxed,
became free and distinct, and the motions of the lit-
_ tle table were as passively obedient as the most sub-
missive slave.

The young girl of whom T spoke just now, on being

laced in comnmunication with her betrothed, always
advanced the appearance of the phenomenon by some
minutes, so that my hat, the article operated upon,
being submitted to the action of this couple, re-
quired, after the two first attempts, only one o
two seconds to describe its first curve, whilst it tock
five or six minutes to produce the same motion when
one of the two betrothed stood up and made room
for some one else.

The same delay in the oscillations of the hat
under the same circumstances, was likewise ohsery-
able when the chain was composed of two persons
indifferent to each other, and in the absence of the
two betrothed. :

Judging from the few experiments which I have
here related, am I entitled to think myself authorised
to draw definite conclusions, and to establich abso-
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lute rules? I do not think I am : in such a matter,
experiments cannot be too numerous or too varied.
Whilst encouraging physiologists to direct their in-
vestigations to this subject, I cannot too strongly
aution them to beware of appearances ; the heart of
woan is a labyrinth which very few men can pene-
trate, and wherein truth is often concealed under a
mask admirably disguised. The feelings which have
an interest in hiding themselves are acquainted with
recesses in the soul which the keenest eye cannot
discover, and they supply their place with phantoms
of other affections, deceitful sprites which play with
our credulity.

However, in the present state of things, we may
tdmit as possible the benign influence of the affec-
tions or attractive faculties when united in table-
moving, and likewise the opposite influence, in
the production of the phenomenon, when the anti-
pathies or repulsive faculties are conjoined. In other
words, the fluid will be discharged more rapidly and
with greater force by a chain consisting of two per-
gons who sympathise with each other, than by a
chain composed of individuals who are unacquainted,
or among whom are found persons who harbour to-
wards cach other feelings of contempt or aversion.

But I say again, whilst ﬁnhhini this chapter,
that in these propositions there is nothing absolute ;
I note them here as surmises, as mere experimental
data, which new experiments, both manifold and va-
rious, must cither confirm or discard.
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CHAPTER X.

FEACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM GERMAST,

Wz have collected together the numerous codes of
instructions to which the table moving phenomenca
has given rise, and have classified them under the
heads of the different countries to whom the ment
belongs of having originated them. First in order,
we commence with the dircetions emanating from
the German professors, but we think it nec

to caution the reader that these being the earliest
published, are to be the least depended upon, o
they were issued before a sufficient number of simi-
lar experiments had been made to confirm all the
rules laid down.

MEANS TO BE EMILOYED, AND CONDITIONS NE-
CESSARY 70 THE SUCCESS OF EXFPERIMEXNTS.

Ist. From observations already made, it would
appear that an uneven number of persons, which
should seldom be above five, may better produce
the movement than an even number. The number,
however, may be augmented according to the sz
of the table.

2nd. In choosing persons of the two sexes, men
between the ages of ecighteen and twenty, and
ladies between sixteen and forty, should be selected.
Children appear only in exceptional cases to haye
operated e&caciously.

Srd. It is advantageous so to place the expen-
mentalists, that persons connected together by rels-
tionship or friendship be beside each other. Thus,
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hushand and wife, and friends of the two sexos,
should be next to one another in the magnetic
chain.

4th. The table should be wooden, no matter of
what wood or what form, for experiments on maho.
gany, deal, ook, or fir tables, round or oval, have
all equally succeeded. It is indifferent whether it
be z folding one or not.

Its weight is also a matter of no consequence,
though of course a very heavy table would require a
greater number of persons, a greater expenditure of
fluid, and a longer time, than a lighter one.

6th. The tables which have hitherto produced
the best effect are those called drawing-room tables,
of modernte size and an oval form, resting on o
gocket, with three or four feet with rollers, which
greatly accelerate the result.

Tables having only one leg are also so much the
better, innsmuch as 1t is casier to avoid touching
them.

6th. It is not necessary that the table should
siand on a carpet, though experience has shown
that 2 carpet is advantageous.

7th. The temperature of the room should be
modernte and dry. Sudden currents of air suspend
the action of the fluid.

8th. All these conditions having been observed,
the experimentalists should sit or range themselves
round the table in the order pointed out in No. 3,
taking care that their chairs are sufficiently distant
from each other, and that no one touch his neigh-
bour or the table with feet, arms, or clothes.
magnetic chuin is then formed in the followi

manner: the hands of those ecomposing it shoul
rest on the table in o convenient attitude, the fin
apart, so that the little finger of the right hand of ‘
one of the may rest upon the little finger of
the left hand of his neighbour. The hands should
not touch each other, =~ o T o

-
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9th. In this position, the operators have nothing

to do but to wait; the spectators ought not to ap

roach them too nearly, for any contact whatever
interrupts the transmission of the fluid. The hasd
of a looker-on interposing between the chain, evey
without touching it, would suffice to interrupt the
magnetic current.

The more the operators fix and concentrate they
will and their mind on the experiment, the more
prompt and favourable it is likely to be.

10th. The first effect produced is o sensation of
heat, which scems to course like a current through
the hands, the arms, and the chest. This symptom
is followed by a tingling in the arms and fingers,
like that which we experience on the glass stool of
an electric machine. When sparks are drawn out,
the tingling gradually augments, is often interrupted,
but returns again if the experiment be one of long
duration.

After a time, the hand placed on the table ex-
periences a particular sensation, as if the surface of
the table were about to rise, with a wavy motion;
soon after it does begin, at first feebly, but more
and more visibly, to oscillate, and turn from the left
to the right; one may at this moment distinctly feel
the electrie fluid running from the fingers and pene-
trating the table. The chain, at this crisis, being
well closed, by diminishing every interruption of
the current, the rotation of the table will be seen
gradually to augment; it will heave itself up; and
finally, with constantly increasing rapidity, will
move from the south or from the north, am
as one or the other direction has been determi
on by common consent.

11th. When the table begins to move, the chairs
in which the operators have sat must be withdrawn.
Then the table must be followed standing up, care
being taken to maintain the chain of.lumg, placing
them, however, very lightly on the table. If the

J
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chain be by any accident broken, either by fingers
dipping out of contact, or by the clothes of the
party touching cach other on the table, the magic
movement ceases immediately., To re-establish it,
it is only necessary to re-form the chain.

12th. The time necessary for the development
of the electric fluid varies, according to the greater
or less degree of nervous susceptibility and activity
ef the operators. Twenty minutes have been found
wually, and sixty minutes rarcly, requisite to pro-
duce the astonishing phenomenon.  The effects
wrought on the experimentalists themselves are also
very variable, Some of them experience great las.
stude and sleepiness; we oursclves saw a lady fall
asleep during an experiment. Others experience a
general uneasiness, and so great an over-exeitement
of the nerves, that they have been often obliged to
break the chain. Others feel nothing at all. In
general, all the effects cease as soon ns the experi-
ment is over; nevertheless, with some fecbly con-
stituted, they remain many hours longer.

Professor Ennemoser, in writing to the Augsburg
(fozetle, gives the following directions :—With re-
ference to the construction of the chain, it is im-
K;:'t:nt, not only as regards the fable moving, but
tkewise the various other effects, Mesmer, on this

int, hns given us the notions of the matter, a fact
ut little known ; none but empiries take interest in
the exploits of that enchanter. Thus, he caused a
chain to be constructed by sick and healthy persons,
and succeeded by mutual magnetic influence to pro-
duce critical motions, which sooner or later does hap-
pen.  The construction of such a chain by health
people (it would be improper to compose it of si
persons) Produccs different and often very curious
results. The agreeable symptoms very often disa
pear; and according to the difference of cons!

tution, the iment grows serious and creates
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the contact of the hands may be good to obtain o
more speedy result, but is not absolutely necessary ;
at all events it is urgent to solate the feet,

As for people’s dress, much attention need not
be paid to it, for its materials are often isolafors,
as smlk, for instance. The more staid and silent the
attitude of operators, the more rapidly will the im.
pression be felt; it is always more ready to aet
upon nervous persons than on the table, which has
neither nerves nor muscles, and yet moves and stops
the moment the chain i1s broken. How is this cffect
produced? Persons seated round the table com-
municate to it the vital powers of their blood, the

icles of which are the chief conductors of elee.
tricity ; the' electricity colleets and re-acts on the
operators, so that the table, like the Mesmeric tuh,
diffuses a common fluid, and all experience sooner
or later appropriate sensations.

When the table is saturated, it will attempt to
discharge the fluid, and first it will do so by u kind
of shaking, by a slow move from right to left, until
it begins to march and turn about, which affords
the best proof of electrical phenomena. Thus the
effectual cause of this wonderful phenomenon, is
nothing more than magnetic electricity and a ther-
mo-magnetic chain, a thermo-magnetic multiplier;
as, likewise, the rotary motions northwards or south-
wards are the cffects of the well-known laws of the
- currents, as laid down by Oerstedt and

F - ;

In a long article of the Weserzeifung of Bremen,
we also read :—

It appears that the shape of the table is of no
consequence in these experiments, provided it be
made of wood. The horizontal shape appears to be
the rule, and the first step in a line more or less
direct seems to be the precursor of the rotation.
We did not find that the motion was chiefly
operated northwards, or still less in a line with the
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magnetie nxis of the earth, and we believe that this
mion is but an hypothesis coneeived by those for
whom the magnetic fluid of the chain impelling the
wooden table is not cnough, and who want there-
fare to refer this phenomenon to terrestrial attrae.
tion. As r(l'gurds the vital elements of the experi.
ments, people of every age, with the exception
haps of!::Idlmcn an«f?:hilg:un, have tried lkn e&l::.
with and without results. ¢
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CHAPTER XI.

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM FRANCE—MODE oy
OPERATION WITH DIFFEREXT OBJECTS,

Ix the pamphlet before referred to by Dr. Felix
Roubaud, is contained a series of instrustions for
performing a variety of experiments with different
objects, which we here propose to quote. The sim-
plest experiments are described first in order.

I.—THE PENDULUM.

The readiest, the easiest, and simplest experiment
to perform, is that produced by a watch ; it require
but one operator, a metal chain, or a piece of twine
or a thread, no matter which, and a watch of any
kind of metal, or even a plain gold ring.

The chain, the twine, or the thread, with the
watch hanging from the end of it, is held np by the
operator’s ﬁngers, 50 as, in that perpendlcul:u'
tion, to resemble the pendulum of a clock. The
watch, left to itself and in perfect stillness, begins to
stir after one, two,or three minutes at most, nnd per-
forms the motions required by your will:
motions from right to left, or from left to nghl
oscillating motions in the sense of circumference or
in that of level surface ; then it stands still, slackens
or quickens its courze ; in a word, it alwnys acts ac-
cording to the orders you give it.

The experiment may be tried with two persons:
one of them holds the watch, as above dlracted and
the other puts himself in communication mth him
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by the mere contact of the bands. The person who
has hold of the watch may not be aware of the orders
transmitted ; the watch will scrupulously obey the
will of the other party. I use the word will because
it is not requisite that the command should be given
sloud. In this manner, the first person seems o
perform the office of holder only, and has no know-
ledge of the direction the watch is to take. It is
by this distinction of the parts, it is by this separa-
tion of the holder of the watch and the director
whose will silently propels it, that we become con-
vinced that we are not the sport either of other men's
deceit or of our own illusions.

Besides, the experiment may be tried with a
larger number of persons ; 1 have realized it with
five, fifteen, and thirty-two persons united by hand :
the place of the watch-holder and of the director by
will may be varied ad infinitum. In the experiment
meluding fifteen operators, each in turn, withcut
changing his place, became holder and director. The
orders given to the watch, being known only to the
director himself, are soon guessed by the whole chain:
first, by a very observable relaxation in the motion
performed by the watch, then by a stoppage, varying
from the fifteenth of a second to one or two seconds,
and finally by the new direction taken by the watch
with a rapidity perpetually on the increase, accord-
ing to the orders of the directing will,

The operators may be seated, may stand, may lie
down, or be placed in any position ; the only condi-
tion of success is that they must hold by the hand,
and it is mot mecessary that the two ends of this
chain should communicate with each other so as to
form a perfect circle. :

An amusing toy may be constructed for children
by attaching & puppet, in lieu of the watch, to the
end of the thread ; this will commence oscillating

after a short interval, and ultimately it will perform
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every vaniety of movement that the will directs. If
several children join hands together, and one of them
holds the thread and another directs the various
movements, either mentally or by word of mouth, the
puppet will follow its commands in every instance.

The same experiment suceceds with every article
thus suspended : I have tried it with a ring, a book,
a glass topette filled with blue ink, a hep of
trinkets, ete. Only, it is required that the weight
of the article 5uspcndcd be sufficient to pull down
the chain or the thread, so that the fluid, col
lected in the article, shall not have to overcome the
resistance offered by the weight of the chain, or the
twisting of the thread.

Before I begin the experiment, I am accustomed
to hold the article for some seconds in my hand, 2
if to communicate my own caloric to it ; and I have
found that this simple measure hastened the appear-
ance of the phenomena surprisingly.

This experiment, I say again, is the sxmplest and
easiest of all ; and I declare that, after repeating it
an infinite number of times, under different circum-
stances and by persons placed in the most dissimilar
physical and moral situations, it has never failed.

IL—THE IAT.

Next to the experiment of the pendulum, I think
that new operators should practise on a hat, because
this article, thanks to its lightness, offers very little
resistance, whilst it presents a surface wide enough
for four or six hands to rest upon at once.

The support on which the hat rests should be of
wood,—no matter, though, of what kind ; either a

dining-table or a work-table will answer perfectly

well. 1t should be, however, without table-cover, on
account of the inequalities produced by the

of the worsted or nlk threads, which oﬂ'eu P
obstructions to the phenomenon.

e b b e
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On the top of the table, the smoother and more
polished the better, let the hat be placed in any
position you plense ; however, in order that the
operators may follow without trouble the different
motions that are imparted, it is best to place the hat
in an upright posture, resting on its crown.

Two persons are usually sufficient to produce the
phenomenon,

Placed opposite to each other, they encompass the

of the hat with their two hands, communicat-
ing with each other by their little fingers only. This
communication is obtained by alternating the posi-
tion of the little fingers, that is to say, by placing
them in such a manner that one rests upon and
covers the other. There should be no pressure on
the hat ; mere contact is all that is wanting. More-
over, the wills of the operators must not jar; they
must either propitiate the same motion or be silent.
This condition has always seemed to me to accelerate
the discharge of the fluid; but as it is not abso-
lutely necessary, the operators may laugh and chat,
1lzut.dwit.hout at all changing the position of their
ands.

Things being thus disposed, nothing else is
required but patience. After a longer or shorter
period, varying from a few minutes to three quarters
of an hour, and even an hour, a strange sensation of
heat and pricking is felt in the clbow-joints, in the
wrists and fingers, and along the clustering nerves of
the fore-arms and hands. |
. This sensation is always a favourable omen, and
after a time of long suspense, serves to revive the
hopes of the operators, 2 sy

Some have nsserted that this sensation was more
acute on one side than on the other.  Thisis true;
~ but it is not true to say that it is always more keenly
felt in the right than in the left arm, for T
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frequently in the left as in the right arm ; though,
in the same person, it usually declares itself on the
same side : thus, in my own case, during the innu.
merable experiments 1 have tried, I have constantly
experienced the sensation on the left, and very fre.

quently with me the right side has not been aflected
at all.

Almost immediately after the pricking bas been
felt once or twice, a few oscillations are produced ;
imperceptible at first, they soon become sufficiently
distinguishable to rouse the attention of the opers.
tors. This increased application of the mind would
instantly create the phenomenon, if the hands of the
operators, by an involuntary contraction, did not
press more strongly on the hat, thereby offering 2
resistance to its motion, which it cannot subdue,
This spasmodic convulsion of the finger does not
affect persons who are previously warned, and begin-
ners must fix their thoughts upon it, and always
bear in mind that the slightest contact is all that is
necessary.,

The hands, the arms, and the body of operators
must be utterly free and relaxed, to enable them to
be carried along by the motion of the hat, like a
piece of cork by the current of a river. Soon the
arm which was hanging beside the trunk of the
body—soon the body itself, is compelled to obey the
attraction which allures it, unless it opposes the im-
pelling power by some resistance.

When no directing will gives law to the hat, the
motion produced is always rotary ; the rotation pro-
ceeds from right to left,—that is to say, from north to
south, with different degrees of speed, according to
the physical or peculiar circumstances acting on the
fluid. However, when the motion is too slow, its
apeedth .Hmy always be increased by the sole power of

e will.

The will can likewite alter the direction of the
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rotary motion, and make the hat move from left to
right,—that is to say, from south to north ; it can also

change its nature, and urge the hat on, without

wheeling round, cither forwards, backwards, to the
right side or to the left.

When the hat has reached the edge of the table,
and a part of it passes beyond the brink, it stops and
disobeys the will which continues to urge its pro-
gress ; if the will insists, it exhibits a kind of shuf-
fling movement, as though, endowed with reason, it

wrestled with the object which sought to precipitate
it to the ground.

If, after this struggle, it is ordered to retrace its
steps, the retrograde motion is effected with unusual
celerity, like that of a man hurrying away from
danger.

The rotation and the movement on every side, are
the only motions which 1 have been able to make the
hat perform.  In spite of the strongest will, I have
not hitherto succeeded in making it rise up or bend
forward. Owing to this impossibility, aod to the
disobedience of the hat overhanging the table, I
think the communication between the article to be
moved and the ecarth, is an indispensable condition
for the manifestation of the phenomenon : which
would lead one to suppose that terrestrial magnetism
plays a great part in these strange and wonderful
facts, especially if we observe that the motion of arti-
cles, when not directed by any will, is always rotary,
and corresponds with the revolution of the earth.

III,—THE TAELE.

The experiment tried upon a table is identical,
bt only on a larger scale, with that which is tried
upon a hat, and which I have just described.

If the conditions favourable to success, which :
detailed in the preceding chapter, are borne in mind,
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the operators will select a wooden table, without 5
marble top, furnished with well-ciled castors, o
turning readily on its supporters, and the weight o
which, corresponding with its superficies, agrees with
the number of persons about to take part in the
experiment.

The floor beneath the table must be perfactly
smooth, and if uncarpeted, all the better ; the in
equalities of the carpet and the crossing of the web
offer obstructions which, to some extent, prevent the
table from ecither turning or walking.

In order to shorten and divert the tedinm of
suspense, the operators should be of an equal number
of different sexes. Their situation round the table
should be alternated, so that two of the same sex
shall not be placed together side by side.

Thus placed, whether sitting or standing, the
operators must extend their arms and the palms of
both their hands on the fable, putting their hands
in contact with those of their neighbour by means of
their little fingers ; but in such a manner that each
party has the finger of one hand alove, and that of
the other belorw.

As with the experiment of the hat, and as with
all those in which several persons are engaged, ad-
verse minds should not take part in the action. It will
be well, in first experiments, to impart no direction
to the table, and to give no orders to it, until the
wheeling motion shall be manifested.

The tims required for the commencement of the
rotation 1s essentially variable. I have seen it pro-
duced in a foew minutes, whilst at other times it has
taken three quarters of an hour, and even an hour.

I have said above that the placing of the hands
on the table ought to be done with the palm towards
it—this condition is not absolutely necessary. Un-
doubtedly it constitutes the best position to succeed
quickly, and is certainly the plan I recommend to
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weinners ; but I have obtained results with my hands
wrned back, and with the sharp edges of the muscles
o the thumb and little finger.

The point of communication between the adjoin-
g operators may likewise vary ; the suricular may
pe superseded by all the other fingers, and even by
e entire hand, taking care, however, that each party
jas one side above, and the other below; this condi-
tion *eems to mo as necessary to the transmission of
the fluid, ns in the voltaic baltery the alternate
presence of zine and copper plates is indispensable,

The operators must have no communication with
@ch other, save by the parts which likewise are in
contact with the table. The phenomenon is never
produced if other contacts take place between them,
or with persons not included in the.chain.

It is not so with the table, in spite of what has
been said. Tlaring its rotary motion, I have many
times touched 'its edge with my chest, or its legs with
my feet, without stopping it, or diminishing its obe-
dience to my will.

Like all objects subjected to this marvellous fluid,
the table changes its direction and the nature of its
movement at the pleasure of the person commanding
it. However, you will not always succeed in making
it go forward or backward, to the left or to the right,
on account of the resistance opposed by stifl castors
or inequalities of the carpet or floor.

Excepting these physical impediments, which
may easily be avoided, I know nothing whatever
which can hinder or delay the manifestation of the

phenomenon.
IV.—THE MUSIC STOOL. |

Among the most amusing of the experiments
which 1 have tried, was one practised on a music
stool. This stool, as every one kuows, is furnished
- with a screw, by means of which gﬁ’;_dﬁ an be
| il g e

~. '
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raised or let down according o8 it is turned from
right to left or from left to right.

Two, or at most three persons, are enough for the
experiment. They have to aflix their hands, as upon
a common table ; and when the motion is pruduml
the seat will either go up or down, by the men
order for it to change its mode of rotation. Care
must be taken to give the order before the seat has
reached the end of the screw ; if this be omitted at
the lower end, the whole apparatus, includiog both
seat and pivot, will be set in motion ; and if the
neglect occurs at the upper end, the seat, by disen.
gaging itself from the screw, may spring off and hurt
one of the operators.

To obviate these mistakes, and to prevent delay
in the up and down movements, all that is rcqulrul
is, before commencing operations, to count the spinl
lines of the screw and the circular moves which the
stool can describe in a given time and with the re-
quisite speed. Your orders should be regulated by
all these data ; and, when nothing interrupts the ex-
periment, you can stand astonished before this magi-
cal movement, which may be prolonged wntil your
strength, but not the fluid, is exhausted, for that
only ceases to flow with life.
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CHAPTER XIIL

DANGENS INCUREED DY OPERATORS.

It is very certain that these table turning expen-
ments cannot be indulged in by persons of every kind
of temperament with impunity. The German doctors
have advised nervous people not to meddle at all with
them, and it is certain that ladies have often fainted
away long before the tables they have been operating
on have been set in motion. It is possible that these
sccidents may arise from over-excitement, which the
expectation of success or fear of failure may oceasion
—an excitement very similar to that which the
gambler experiences at a gaming-table. It is re-
ported of a wvery robust man, that having in vain
tried for an hour to put a table in motion, he was
seized with so violent a trembling that he could
sarcely carry a bit of bread he held in his hand to
his ::uth. His oscillations were so strong thstl:
bit his fin every time the bread approached hi

ips.  He %':hud himself, that on this occasion it
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often produced oppressions, palpitations of the heart,
vertigos, swoonings, catalepsies, congestions, vomit-
ings, and other accidents.

From the following account of an experiment,
which took place at Vienna, it will be seen that two
of the operators were seized with cataleptic fits of a
serious character,

At five o'clock in the afternoon, two gentlemen
and three ladies sat round an oval mahogany table.
This table was supported by a leg having three feet,
two of which alone had rollers, the other roller
having come off. The five persons placed their
hands on the table and formed a chain. At the ex-
piration of half an hour, two of the ladies complained
of a strong current in their arms and shoulders, and
also of a heat in their heads ; and shortly afier the
accumulation of the fluid was so great, that the right
arm of one of the ladies began to tremble violently,
so that she feared she should not be able to continue
the experiment ; nevertheless, she conquered her pain,
and forty minutes elapsed. At last n movement was
felt in the table, which began to turn round, advane-
ing towards the north with a rapidity so great that
the operators, who had sprung suddenly out of their
seats, could scarcely follow it. At the same instant,
to the great terror of all, one of the ladies fell to the
ground seized with a cataleptic fit, accompanied by
tears. A second lady soon followed her, and both of
them remained stretched on the ground for ten or
fifteen minutes. A doctor was speedily sent for, but
by the time he had arrived the fits were over, and
the ladies had recovered their senses. One of them,
however, complained of a great heaviness, and her
feet continued to tremble. This last symptom of the
shock she had received disappeared in twenty mi-
rutes, and, resuming their former gaiety, both ladies
begged to continue the experiment—a request which
was, of conrse, refused them. At this moment, three
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ladies and a gentleman, who had just come, took
their seats at the table with the three persons who
had remained, and, placing their hands upon it, the
experiment was renewed, when, after the lapse of
twenty-four minutes, the table recommenced its course
in the same direction ; but this time there were neither
fits nor faintings.

More serious accidents than the above have, how-
ever, occurred.  We learn from the German papers
that at Halle, where the dance of tables had become
a real mania, a young girl nine years of age excited
general attention. The motive power emanating from
this child wns such, that families used to invite her
to their houses to admire the marvels she produced.
By simply placing her hand upon a table in motion,
she could make it follow her in any direction,
wherever she pleased to go. At length, however, the
excitement produced by these experiments affected
her so much that, for a time, she was a perfect maniac,

Only one well authenticated case of a fatal re-
sult having followed a participation in these experi-
ments, has been made public. It was announced in
the Munich (GGazette, on the authority of the mayor
of Roth, in these terms :—A master tanner, named
Benaris, being on his way through Roth, has just
been struck with a fit of apoplexy, under the fol-
lowing circumstances. This man, suffering from gout,
had taken part in two fruitless experiments, and when
about to witness another in which he had not inter-
fered, that had just succeeded, he fell suddenly down,
and expired in a quarter of an hour.

Dr. Roubaud appears to consider that dangerous
results are not to be apprehended from these i
ments, though he mentions that “ frequently after
the rotary motion, the operators have felt dizziness
and twistings of the head, such as a new \'ultger ex-
Ef;iences. Almost always, too, a certain fatigue, a
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vo know of ; snd this is manifest in the
u and in tho forc-arms, especially on the
ere the heat and the prickings were most
umiblo. Sommmes—but this is a rarer accident,
and is only produced after many repeated tests a
short mtamh—l have observed headaches closely
resembling megrim. To obviate this, the best remed
I know of 1s to ndmlnutur two or three drops of
ether.”

At an experiment which took phco at Paris, in
the hotel of the Countess of Lewnnstem, it scems
that two of the parties engaged in it were seized
with violent palpitations of the heart, and one with
a nervous trembling, which lasted for several hours,
No serious result, however, tnnspxred from these
attacks.
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CHAPTER XIIL

THE PHENOMENON EXPLAINED AS ARISING FROXM
INVOLUNTARY MUSCULAR ACTION,

A crevenr panmphlet has recently made its appear-
ance in Paris, the writers of which, MM. Assezat
and Debuire, attempt to account for the new phe-
nomenon by the theory of involuntary muscular
action, which was originated several years since by
M. Chevreul. We propose to place the views of
the writers of this brochure before our readers in a
complete form, that they may judge for themselves
as to how far the explanation they volunteer is de-
serving of serious attention. The arguments they
bring forward are in the following strain : —

Owing to the tendency of human nature towards
the marvellous, mankind 1s too frequently disposed to
find in nature unknown forees obedient to conjura-
tions, wrought either by mysterious words or magic
signs, or merely by naturnl means. The faets result-
mg from these conjurations were, during the carly
nges, known under the name of miracles, were after-
wards called witcheraft, and in the age of scepticism
are regarded simply ns phenomena. It is a pheno-
menon, then, that we have to study with patience and
caution, and, in order to convince ourselves of its
truth, to subject it to all the tests of science.

In this present age, however, we have discovered
an agent which, though very frequently called into
action, is still almost unknown, and thereby opens a
wide entrance to the marvellous. All that deviates
from what seems to us the established course .
nature, is thus classed under the name of

Lt —‘,__ P -
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results, in which category facts are often ranked
which have no title whatever to the honour, and
would be greatly astonished if they could see the
father we would arbitrarily impose upon them.

Magnetism and electricity are both great discs.
veries, but they are also two words often very vod
of sense, and are too liable to be misapplied—not w
excite much suspicion of their abuse, whenever they
are vaguely employed.

Before entering into an analysis of the pheno.
menon, let us briefly examine all the facts which
have hitherto sprung out of it

In 1833, M. Chevreul being called upon to give
an account of an experiment, 1n which a pendulus
of a heavy body and a flexible wire oscillated differ-
ently, according to the substances above which it wis
suspended, though the arm remained immoveable,
after giving way for a few minutes to astonishmen:
at the results obtained, proved that these varying
movements had a psychological cause, which may
ba detected at present in the dance of tables.

This pendulum comes again upon the scome
after the lapse of twenty years of oblivion ; and
oscillates as well to-day as it did in 1833, because,
if men have forgotten the letter of M. Chevrenl,
they must nceds, by the aid of fuith, operate with
the same confidence and the same blindness now as
then,

A key attached to a book and supported by the
lower part of the ring on the forefingers of two
operators, convineed that they are perfectly mo-
tionless, will turn nevertheless in the direetion that
may be pointed out to it

A leaden ball suspended by a thread, and placed
in the orifice of a glass, should, according to some
persons, leave the marks of the number of blows
mentioned to it; nay more, it should mark the hour
and the very number of minutes which the dial of
a wateh may happen to indicate,
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Form an angle with the little finger of your
left hand, and the other fingers apart, suspend a
watch by a cord above this angle, and it will
oscillate ; close the angle, and it will be motionless.

A ring suspended by a thread to your forchead
will make all the evolutions you may ecommand it,
although your head remain always steady, and you
are not sensible of the slightest moyement.

Here, we think, are a sufficient number of facts
which we may classify, it seems to us, without
being accused of unfairness, with that of the dance
of tables, of hats, of plates, of salad bowls, ete. ete,
But before nttacking the hydra, we must destroy
all its parents,

In the letter of M. Chevreul, on the subject of
the clock, originally published in the Rervue des Deus
Mondes, ure the following passages :—

*Iinterpret the phenomena I have described in
the following manner :—

“When 1 held the pendulum in my hand, a
muscular movement of my arm, although not felt
by we, broke its repose, and the oscillations, once
begun, were soon augmented by the influence that
the sight cxercised to put me in o particular state
of disposition ar tendency to the movement. Now
it must be observed that the muscular movement,
even when increased by this disposition, is weak
enough to stop, I say not under the empire of the
will, but when there is simply a thought of trying
sbether such n thing will stop it.

“There is, then, an intimate connexion between
the execution ti:: certain m:l't;mmtl::d the act::
the thought relative to it, although this thought b
not yetlﬂm m';? whwhmm;:dl the musculs
organs, It is this consideration, in my opinion, that
makes the phenomena I have described inte
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examimation of phenomena in which our orpes
take some part, and that in circumstances whid
have not been sufficiently analysed.

“ Indeed, had T contented myself with mendy
putting the pendulum in a state of ossillation
above certain bodies, and to experiments o 4
where these n&mllntmns were stopped when gl o
resin was interposed between the pendulum asd
the bodies which seemed to determine the mon
ment, then certainly I should have had no ressg
not to believe in the dn'mm" rod and other fietions
of the same kind. It may be very well understood,
then, how honest, and in “othe rn«put« enlightensd
men, are¢ sometimes induced to recur to ideas alts
gether chimerical to explain phenomena which be.
lrmrr exclusively to the physical world, which &
xnthm the sphrre of human knowledge.”

This mterpnmtwn was given by \I Chevreal,
not only after having made the experiment in the
manner indicated, but after having operated witk
his eves bamh"ed when the persons who asasted
him made thc substitutions of the bodies above
which the pcndu]um was to oscillate, wchilst he conld
take no part in what they were doing—that is to my,
when his will, being no longer forcnl could no lager
smapress an rmpercrphblc though certain musenler
morvement on his hand.

In order to generalise his observations, the fol-

lowing remarks are added :—

“ A tendency to movement in a icular d&i-
rection, resulting from the attention given to a cer-
tain ob_ject seems to me the first canse of many

henomena which are ranked genernlly under the

d of imitations. Thus, when our sight or hear-
ing fixes our nttention on a person in the aet of
yawning, the ordi quence is that we yawn
ourselyes. A like o mtxon may be made with
respect to lau hter- and this example presents a3
circumstance wluch. more than any other analogy,
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: to me strongly to corroborate the explana-
pon | have given of the phenomena.

“For laughter, feeble at first, may, if prolonged,
—pardon me the expression—accelerate itselfl (ns
we have seen the oscillations of a pendulum held in
the hand enlarge its vibration under the influence of
e sight), and, by dint of acceleration, may even
lecome convulsion.

“Idoubt not that the spectacle of certain actions
are apt strongly to affect our frail machine; that the
recital, animated by the voice or gesture, of these
setions, or even the knowledge of them aequired
amply by reading, will work upon many individuals
w perform the like nets by virtue of a tendency to
movement, which determines them mechanieally to
swets of which they would never have thought but
for 0 circumstance independent of their will, and to
which it would never have been led but by that
which in animals is called instinet, 2 N

* In concluding here an exposition of facts which
sppear to me to be in strict connexion with my ob-
ervations, I must add a remark which, though im-
plicitly included in what I have above said, may
escape some readers; and that is, that the tendency
tomovement to which I refer, the first cause of a
great number of our actions, exists only when we
are in a certain state, which is precisely that which
magnetism calls faztk.

“My experience has brought me many proofs of
the existence of this state. Indeed, as long as I
believed the movement of the pendulum I held in
my hand possible, it took place ; but after having
discovered the caunse of it, I could no longer pro-
duce it. Tt is because we are not always in the

sme state that we receive not always the same im-
ion from the same thing. ;

“Thus the yawning of another does not always

mzke us yawn ; laughter is not always communi-

cated from the laugher to his neighbour, etc. The
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great orator wishing to make his audience partic.

pate in the passion that animates him, does st
attempt his object at once ; he begins by disp rn,
them to his purpose, and it 13 not ull he has reached
this point that he brnings forth his great argumest
his effective appeal. The great poet and the gre
author constantly employ the same artifice : prepas
ing their readers first to receive a final 1mpression.

“ Nothing is more curious in the study of th
canses which determine the actions of men, thas
the knowledge of the means resorted to by the
trader to first gain, and then fix, the attention of the
buyer on the qualities of the articles he wishes hix
to purchase ; than the means employed by a juggler,
to have such a card drawn from a pack rather thas
another, or to fix the attention of the spectator oa
a certain thing, to divert it from another, withont
which diversion he could not produce the surprie
which is the final object of his art. It resulls from
these considerations that professions, the most di-
verse, have recourse to means altogether analogous
although extremely varied, to arrive at the sme
end : that of first seizing the attention of men,
order, afterwards, to produce on them a certain effect”

We will only add one word to this clear refuts
tion of the phenomenon of the pendulum: it &
that operating ourselves with a key suspended now
over a piece of gold, and now over a piece of silver,
the movement, which ought to have been circular in
the first case, and oscillating in the second, was
indifferently the one or the other, when we inverted
the order in which we placed the pieces, which
proved that the passing from one movement to the
other was to be attributed not only to & muscalar
movement, but that this alternate circulation and
oscillation is the motion which every pendolum
suspended to nnythmg flexible will nlways take when
it commences moving under any impulse whatever.
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All that we have cited from the letter of M.
(hevreul is applicable to the explanation of the
sther facts we have mentioned : the key, the leaden
fall striking the hours—striking them only, how-
gver, when the operator knows them beforehand,
but never otherwise ; the ring, the water, and, as wo
sre about to show, the rotation of hatsand tables,

Let us sce what are the preparatives prescribed
by the first table turners who imported this idea
into our country.

Take o round table set on rollers.

Place around this table several persons of dif-
ferent ayes and sexes.

Form a reqular chain by the superposition of
liitle fingers, g0 that if the little finger of your
nght hand be placed upon the little finger of the
left hand of your neighbour, your neighbour’s may
be in the same position relatively to that of the
operator who 1mmediately follows him.

Take care, not to communicatle with the table
stherwise than by the hands.

If you wish to change the direction of the table,
invert the order of the little fingers,

These are the rules prescribed as conditions of
success in the experiment.

Never mind, pay no attention to these rules.
Communicate with the table, form an ¢rregular chain,
take a sguare table, pay no attention to age or ser,
change as you like the posifion of the fingers, care
not whether they touch each other or not, and the
experiment will succeed nevertheless, All that is
pecessary 1¢, that the table should be light, and that
the position of the operators should be so fixed as to
be extremely fatiguing, P

Here is all the mystery. | P 2einided

Be on your guard against cold-blooded people,
capable of bearing faﬁg.ne;;ffﬁ‘ﬂl_’ them the move-
ment may be long in oommg;;ﬁiggymgﬁﬁ(ﬁgwﬂk 4
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Take children, women, and mnervous people,
casily fatigued, and the experiment will procesd
promptly, and the more promptly the more nervou
they are, and the more disposed consequently ©
muscular movements, of which they have hardly s
CONECIOUSNESS,

Our objections, however, do not stop here. Then
are too many befooled—that is to say, convinesd—
not to make it incumbent upon us to try every
means to undeceive them. We will, therefore, add »
few words to these summary observations.

Tnstead of operating on resisting objects capable
of following a given impulse, take bodies on which
the slightest mechanic pressure cannot be mads
without leaving traces; instead, for example, of
operating on the brim of a hat, operate on a raised
head-dress, or on the pins stuck between this head-
gear and its borders; the movement will be pro-
duced, but if you examine the dress and the pins
there will be no doubt in your mind about & trac-
tion, of which you were unconscious during the
operation, but of which the evident marks will con-
vince you of your error.

In brief, if you wish to convince yourself of the
existence of an electric current in the hat, there isa
very simple mode of g0 doing.

It is well known to all, that a body electrified,
either by friction or by other means, sequires the
property of drawing light bodies towards it, such as
thread balls, feathers, and fragments of paper. Try
these, if your hat, your table, or your salad-bowl, be
just as unable or not to prove their electrization,
after the imposition of hands, as before.

There is, then, we conclude, no kind of electris
current produced, but there is such a of
fatigue experienced as agitates the nerves, es the
muscles of the extremities of the fingers vibrate,
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duce the first mnovement of the hat, which occasions
immediately such joy in the experimentalists, that,
persuaded us they are of their magnetic influence,
they follow instantly the impulse given without
anng for the position of their hands, and even give
such an impetus to this impulse as to be unable to
follow it. .

Instead, then, of following the most imperceptible
movements of the object on which you operate, pay
s little attention to your hands, and observe what a
trembling the position you have placed yourselves in
brings upon you.

If there be not, then, as we believe we have suffi-
aently demonstrated, the slightest trace of any
magnetic action, but very evident traces of mechauic *
pressure, where are you to seek the explanation of
your delusion ?

M. Chevreul, in his remarks upon the psycholo-
gical state, has described the tendency to movement
;{ulling Jrom prolonged allention given (o any ceriain

wec,

Stand upon the banks of a siream, fix your eyes
perseveringly on the current, and you will soon feel
yourself scized with vertigo ; prolong this attention,
and it will not be long before you follow the current
by throwing yourself into the river, The people, in
gome countries, ascribe to water the power of atlroc-
fion. The Germans and populations of the North
give to every river Undines, water-nymphs, who em-
bace, they tell us, the knights they seduce, and the
children they deceive, in their arms, and subme
them under the waves. But would you maintain
that water has a magnetic power ? y

Ascend a high tower, and let your eye plunge
down into the vague depth of air, and you will feel
an irresistible desire to precipitate yoursell below.
But has the carth attraction—has it the least mag-

netic inﬁum&.ﬂ..!’im-lh ) E
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No; there is only one thing proved by the expe.
riments we allude to: the weakness of the organs of
man—an impotency of will to check the nervou
movements of the body—a trouble, a somnelency, is
which the consciousness of action stops, and which
may explain many cases of suicide. This 1s all. Add
not to it, we pray you, the slightest idea of magnetim,
We would rather believe in Undines and fairies than
in that word, void of sense, which you put at the
end of every page, and at the end of every phrase,

Recollect, also, a maxim which will enable you o
explain all these supernatural facts, It is, that doubt
only leads to truth ; faith leads oftenest to super
stition, for it can hardly fail to degenerate into
credulity.

Montaigne said,” I know not ;" Descartes,“ [ doubt.”
Do as these two men, who certainly had some ment,
did. DBefore you believe, examine, analyse; sce if
the assertions advanced, then, be not many liailities
to involuntary fraud ; distrust good faith and sin-
cerity ; deaden yoursclf to the experiments you are
called upon to make ; leave but a very litile corner
in your mind for absolute belief to move in; and
you may then, after all these defences are overthrown,
be established in the certainty of your conclusions.
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CHAPTER X1V,

¢if PRINCIFLE OF INVOLUNTARY MUBCULAR ACTION
ADOPTED BY THE “ LEADER" AXD TEE ** MEDICAL

rivMEs”

Is discussing the cause of table moving, the Leader
pewspaper, in a recent article, g0 strongly inclined
towards the theory enunciated in the preceding chap-
ter, that we propose to reproduce the arguments
made use of ag a fitting addenda to those advanced
by the' French writers on the same subject, on the
principle that as out of a multitude of counsellers
proceedeth wisdom, g0 out of a multitude of inquirers
may proceed the truth :—

The fact that if three or more persons stand
round a small table, with their hands resting on it,
each little finger touching that of the hand belonging
foa neighbour, after a lapse of about ten or fifteen
minutes the table will commence a slow circular
movement, which becomes rapidly accelerated, and
forces the persons to follow it—this fact, we say, is
indisputable.

But what does this fact imply? What is the
explanation of the seeming marvel? Have we here
the revelation of a new agency, or is the fact refer-
able to well-known agencies? The question is not
without its importance ; not only from the interest
now following the subject, and the eminence of the
names which countenance the absurd theories thrown
off in explanation, but also from the light which it
way shed on many very deli ions of organic

action and of popular cred ! time
that those who pretend to lead opinion through the
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ress, should rigorously examine the matter, whes &
journal like the Literary (lazelte, which has high
scientific pretensions, can print, without cli.‘u.,,;]
an article by one of its contributors, wherein the f).
lowing passage occurs. Alluding to the men whe
have borne public testimony to the fact, the writer
remarks ;—
“These gentlemen are not gullible fools, casily
imposed on ; and it is not to be supposed for one
moment that they would deliberately tell falsehoods
for the sake of imposing on the public. We Jare,
then, the established fact that the electricity from Uhe
Juwnan body can, 50 to spml., animale tnanimale b
stances, and ¢ give life, and 1t may almost be said inlel
ligence, lo inert wood. This is evidently one of those
: things not dreamt of in our philosophy,’ of which
the poet spoke. The spcuxlatwns to which it has
given rise are very curious. Some people will hare
it, that it is nothing less than a marked advance lo.
w .'l.l"ls the rlmcovcrr/ of the great and m./slorwm secrel
of what composes human life, or at least that it is the
opening of a wider and nobler field of human know-
ledge than any now possessed ; whilst others opine
that it is a sort of unconscious magic, and hence they
assume that the art of the Baptista Portas and thc
Michael Scotts was not only no imposture, as our
ancestors and ourselves have sagely decided, but
the greatest of all arts—the most wonderful of all
sciences.  So convinced is one of the principal daily
papers that something extraordinarily great is des
tined to flow from this magnetism, or magic, or
whatever it may be, that it has resolved to set apart

a certain portion of its space daily to records of what
may be done in it."

Very instructive, and not a little amusing, is it to

note in the foregoing passage the almost universal
tendency to confound facts with inferences. The

JSact observed is, that tables move ; the inference that
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it is moved by “electricity,” is supposed to be “estab.-
lished” by the fuct and away the thcomt flies into the
“immense inane " of speculation,

Cautious thinkers will cry, # Not so fast1 All
that is at present established is the simple fact of a
table (or a Aat, for both objects are in favour) mov-
ing when o chain is formed by persons round it,
Whken we come to interrogate the meaning of this
fict, we shall require something more than the rash
asertion of ¢ electricity’—a word always dragged in
to cloak ignorance, and alwnys more used by those en-
tirely ignorant of clcctricity than by those acquainted
with some of its properties.”

The table moves. It may be moyed by spirits ;
it may be moved by electricity ; it may be moved by
the unconscious muscular action of persons forming
the chain round it. Here are three explanations,
not to suggest more, which the investigator may
wverally examine.

l. Spirits.—Those who believe in the spirit rap-
pings will have no difficulty in assigning a cause to
the table movings ; but for more cautious thinkers
there will be these difficulties : First, the existence of
the spirits requires proof ; secondly, their presence re-
quires some more definite proof than lics in an assump-
tion. Indeed, it should be stated here, to exonerate
the sensible pcoplo who occupy themselves with the
new phenomenon, that table moving has no n
eonnexion with epirit rapping, and 1s investigated by
hundreds who are fully aware of the ignoble impos-
ture practised under the title of spmuml manifesta-

tions. As we are of the latter, we may dismiss this
first explanation without further discussion.
2, Llectricity.—This is more plausible, and en-
traps all but those accustomed to scientific analysis.
But we are bound to ull atbcntwn to t“ followin,
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from human beings to the table ; it isa pure asump-
tion, mnde to overarch the chasm of ignorance. e
condly, although what is called nerve-forcs has many
striking analogies with electricity, yet every well in-
formed physiologist knows that the ldtnlx!y of the
two forces, far from being proven, is, in the present
state of science, to be rejected. Thus you have to
prove the existence of the very agent you assume,
and then, having proved it, you have to pmro that
its morde of operation is that which you assume | For,
eranting that nerve-force s elcctncnty, we have still
to learn that this electricity passes in a stream from
our fingers to the table ; we have still to learn that
electricity, when it passes into a table ora hat, makes
that table or that hat gyrate. These are difficul-
ties which will prevent the scientific mind from
accepting electrical agency. At present the question
stands thus: The table moves ; by no Anown laws of
electricity or physiology can this movement be ex-
plained as electrical ; and to suppose that the moye-
ment itself is the proof, is to indulge in the most
vicious circular reasoning, by which an assumption
is made to demonstrate the validity of the assump-
tion.

3. Unconscious Muscular Action.—Instead of
unproven “spirits,” and questionable “electricity,” it
would seem more natural to try the simpler explana-
tion of unconscious muscular action, did wenot know
that in such cases the simple explanation is always
the last to be thought of.  Appetite for the marvel-
lous will not be appeased by commonplaces ! Let us,
however, inquire a little more closely into this said
muscular action, and see if we cannot byth‘o'aid' of
known laws explain all the phenomena.

In standing or sitting round a ubb for many
minutes with the hands lightly resting on it, and
the mind eagerly apwfml, tbe ﬁmgue of the museles
causes you to rest mth 7onr weight W‘I@ﬂ

-
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sanding,—on one side if sitting,—and this gives a
dress to the table (unless you are very vigilant),
which may cause it slightly to move ; no somer does
the movement begin than all the expectant cirele,
pow gratified at the result, unconsciously aid in the
movement (in a way hereafter to be explained), and
thus, although no one is conscious of effort, but fan-
cies the table moves without his co-operation, yet, in
fact, all or most of the persons forming the chain do
really co-operate in moving it.

We must beg that no captious verbal eriticism
be applied to this explanation of the process ; we are
siming at an intelligible explanation, and hope in
succwdm«r remarks to clear up every point involved.
The reader must bear in mind that ezpectation of the
result 1s necessary, otherwise the table will not move.
Thase who adopt the magnetic hypothesis, explain
the necessity of this condition (as the Mesmerists ex-
plain £; ulures) by saying that ! scepticism destroys
tha influence.” Truly it does so; because the mus-
cular action which produces the movement in obe-
dience to what is called an * expectant attention,”
s;ll wol be brought mto play unless expectation be
there,

Scepticism, howevcr, i8 a word of looza ugmﬁen—
tion. There are two classes of sceptics, There is
the class of men who are, it is true, perfectly sacredu-
lous with respect to the fact, but as perfectly credu-
lous with respect to the snference; they approach
the table with laughter, or m&h an emphatic decla-
ration of, * It's all humbug ;” yet no sooner does the
table move, and they bnhou 0 the honesty of those
moving it, than tlmr incredulity is suddenly changed
to a creduhty as rash! They doubted thmo
sooner is the fmﬁproved,.chm Lhiy.nn.l' nger dout

the inference. But the scientific sceptic,
where lies. the source of n
enough to bﬁhﬂ!ﬁﬂw ct
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the immature hypothesis suggested to explain the
fact. It is thus that spirit rappings convert the
incredulous, When something is told them whick
“it 18 impossible that the medium or any one
present conld have known,” they—forced to aceept
the fact—believe they are forced to accept the infer.
ence which the impostor wishes them to accept ; but
a cautious thinker would accept the fact, and exsmine
closely the inference. He would say—* It is true |
have been told such and such things ; but doesit
therefore follow that they were told me by departed
spirits? May there not be some juggle in it 1"

We dwell on this distinction between scepliciim
of facts and scepticism of inferences, because it is im-
portant, and because men commonly fancy they are
bringing strong evidence in support of their opinisa
when they preface it by saying, I assure you I ap-
proached this subject as complete a sceptic as you
can be ; I thought it monstrous humbug ; I laughed
at the idea ; but I was forced to own the truth at
last.” If you interrogate these sceptics, you will find
that they all imagine the fact proves the hypothess
—as if no other hypothesis would explain the fact!

The explanation of “table moving™ we have
suggested, is strengthened by an article written
twenty years ago by M. Chevreul, the celebrated
chemist, an analysis of which had already been given
by Longet in his Zraité de Plysiologie. We will re-
produce its leading points.

In 1833, Paris was amused by the oscillations of
a pendulum, as recently London was by the oscilla-
tions of gold rings under the pretended magnetoscope
of Mr. Rutter. * Electricity,” of course, was the ex-
planation of the following fact : —1f an iron ring were
suspended by a thread over mercury, and held there
by the right hand, it to oscillate ; on introducing
some other substance between the mercury and the
suspended ring, ¢he oscillations ceased, to recommence
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with the withdrawal of the foreign substance, Dut

Obevreul showed that this was the result of insensi-

ble muscular action, by various experiments, of which

it is enough to say, that on supporting his arm by a

wooden rest, the oscillations decreased in proportion

as the wooden rest approached the wrist, and disap-
peared when placed under the fingers which held the
thread. The curious part of his experiment, how-
ever, was this. He fancied that while his eyes fol-
Imeed the oscillations of the pendulum he detected in
himself o disposition or fendency to movement, which,
perfect involuntary, was always the more satisfied the
larger the oscillations were ; but on bandaging his
eyes the oscillations rapidly ceased, and then the inter-
position of foreign substances between the mercury and
the pendulum exercised no sort of influence on the
oseillation ! His interpretation of the phenomena is
simple and satisfactory. In holding the pendulum,
an insensible muscular movement of the arm set the
pendulum slightly oscillating, and when once the
oscillations commenced they were augmented by the
influence exercised by vision, which caused him to
assume that * tendency to movement” before men-
tioned ; this tendency, however, is so delicate and so
unconscious, that the mere thought of arresting it
does arrest it. The two necessary conditions for a
successful result he found to be—1st, A belief that
the pendulum will move of itself without muscular
aid; 2nd, To see the oscillations, which become
greater by the influence of vision in directing the
muscles.

With the light thus afforded, let us examine the
phenomenon of hat moving and table moving ; and
in relating our own experiences, we shall attempt to
give the rationale. In perfect conformity with what
has been said of the necessity of “ t atten-
tion,” or “ faith,” for a successful result, we have to
declare that although the table has moved in our

| e i
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presence, it has never moved when we formed 3 Dnk
of the chain, although we were really waiting with
strong desire to analyse the sensations which accon-
pany the phenomenon. The objection that we o
““anti-magnetic,” and that our sceplicim prsduces &
“ cross current,” 15 too frivolous for refutation. The
main reason of the failure has been the knowledge of
our scepticism on the part of the others, and their wast
of full conviction that it will succeed with us ; spother
reason is this—we have placed them on ther guss
against the sources of fallacy, and told them Low
they moved the table unconsciously.

A negative result cannot, we are aware, defe
mine this question. Dut we have positive resulis
offer. Oune evening, two believers, an indifferent per-
son, and the “terrible sceptic” who writes this, sicod
round a table with hands lightly resting on s bat
After about twelve minutes the sceptic’s hands wem
trembling slightly from tension of the muscles, asd
his legs becoming fatigued, he rested the main weight
of his body on the right leg. Presently the hat be
gan to move. We all asked each other, © Are you
moving it ?” and received 2 conscientious negative;
nevertheless, the hat continued moving, with cec-
sional pauses. The idea occurred to the sceptic that
as the hat was moving in the direction in which be
leant, perhaps the slight séress so produced might
cause the moving ; to test this he changed from nght
to left leg. The hat stopped; presently it resumed
its motion, but this time from left to right—i. e., the
reverse way | He was still perfectly unconscious of
any effort to move the hat, although he felt convinesd
it was occasioned by the slight stress of his body : he
suddenly stood erect on both legs, and the motica
ceased. It never moved again during thatevening.

At the house of a gentleman who has made fre
quent experiments, sagf;bo for a fortnight was a
firm believer in the electrical theory, but whose con-
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fidence becamo shaken by the suggestion of cerlain
doubts, the “ sceptic” stood with five other persons
round a table which moved with extreme facility on
a pivot. This time we waited five-and-forty minutes
without the slightest result ; yet the five persons had
been eminently successful on all previous occasions
in less than fifteen minutes. Whence failure ¥ De-
cause we were all on our guard. We determined to
remain entirely passive; to stand erect on both legs ;
to watch our sensations ; to be vigilant in neither
aiding nor preventing the movement. Yet these
very persons only the day before had made the table
move with considerable velocity in the direction any
ong willed it : the will of the one person and the
expectant attention of the others producing a result
impossible in the sceptical-passive state of mind,

We now ask, whether the phenomenon of table
moving is not more probable, when classed with
known phenomena of unconscious muscular action fol-
lowing expectant nttcnnon, than when classed with
“mysteries” and “nagic1” Of electrical action in
this sense we have no proof, no evidence, no analo-
gies. That all believers will renounce their belief, and
accept this explanation, we do not expect; bat if our
exposition has been intelligible, it will make every
watchful inyestigator capable of testing its truth.

The editors of the Medical Times also ascribe the
table moving results to the theory of involuntary
muscular action. The explanation t.he} volunteer of
the matter is as follows :—

There ig, perhaps, no mluoct.!rhwh has aestql

50 great an interest in modern days ns the motion
communicated to gblg_apiatbmbmb lmbm
contact.. Jm&daﬂ . imos,—and

. -
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promise, as far as appearances go, & lead o any
useful application. The great facility with which
fraud and selfdeception may be intredoced ints
phenomena such as those to which we now sllude,
must naturally render every scientific man hizhly
sceptical as to the reality of the resulis which be
witnessed ; and, however respectable or trustserihy
may be the parties who join in the experiment, the
cautious observer must diligently seek to investigats
every possible source of fallacy in the performance
and in the performers, and must even take care of
himself, lest he become the fool of his own senses
We should hardly have alluded to this subject, had
we not remarked that it has received the attention
of some of our leading journals, and that a grest
amount of error and of absurdity has been mixed
up with the grain of truth which is perhaps involved
in the existence of the movements in question. It
has also become so much the fashion to demand of
the medical man a theory of all the results which
may be brought about by the discoveries of scienss,
the refinements of art, or the operations of naturs
that he is also expected to give the rafionale of every
absurdity which may float upon the sarface of so-
ciety, and which may, for the moment, captivate the
attention of the multitade. Now, with regard to
table moving, the operation has been witnessed and
recorded by many persons, of whose veracity there can
be no reasonable doubt ; and the only question is, whe-
ther these parties have not been unconsciously deceiv-
ing themselves. It may be added, that, while some of
the alleged facts may be true, so far as they go, there

is such an admixture of fallacy and palpable decep-
tion in the accounts which have mcbur us, that we

are really prompted by curiosity to endeavour to
sift the 'h-tdfrom the chaff, and to undertake the
ungrateful, an aps profitless, task of disabasing
thopuhﬁomdumr;:mi of proving that the myste-
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rious locomotion, which has even been atiributed to
supernatural agency, may be explicable upon com-
mon principles. At the same time, we think it is
only right to admit, that, supposing the experiments
to be fairly performed, they require for their expla-
nation a reference to some physiological laws which,
although they have long been before the medical
public, have mnot yet been sufficiently appreciated,
and which the universal mania for turning the tables
may, perhaps, serve o bring into general notice,

The rotation of the table involves a fallacy, for
the rapidity of its movement is in no degree owing
to any inherent power of motion in itself, but is solely
due to the force unconsciously exerted upon it by the
experimenters, and the velocity of the motion is en-
tirely and directly proportionate to the amount of
force expended upon it, in addition to the momen-
tum it has already acquired in passing from a state
of rest to one of motion. The table no more com-
pels the persons to follow its movements than the

rden-roller drags the gardener who pushes it before

im ; in both cases the ris d fergo is the moving
force, and the table and the garden-roller do no more
than obey the impulse communicated to them.

It must, however, be admitted, that the first
movement of the table is not so easily explained, for
the results of our own experiments, and those of
other persons fully deserving of confidence, have
placed the fact beyond a doubt, that this movement
of the table is performed without any conscious effort
on the part of the experimenters. It remains, there-
fore, to be shown by what mechanism this effect is
produced, and we shall have no difficulty in solving
the problem by reference to physiological pnnc:g‘l;
which are well known to the profession. The
is, that the movement in question is due to involun-
tary muscular action at the ends of the fingers,

exerted upon the table. The direction of the move-
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ment 18 regulated, not by the will, but by the domi
nant ides 1o the mind, a.nrl the term tdm.ar,. v 1887
very prn’wrh CXpress lhu ac fion 1n an-lwp ]1;
necessary, however, to explain more fully the clas of
effects to which the term ideo-molor may by spphied.

It is stated that a table is moved more ealy by
females than by mnales, which may be accounted
in this way, because in the former the musdes w
more llwbi]c, the u't'[/ less .e!ruml. the emotions ore
acute, the ideas more vivid. 1t is also said, thal
young persons succeed better than persons advanced
in years,—a fact which may be readily explained
upon the same principles.

We wonld especially call attenlion to the faet,
that it 18 weakness, and not slrength of will, which
readiness to assume these inveluntary actions testibies
The more powerful the higher faculties of the mind,
the less quickly do the muscles act on the impulsion
of the ideas only. In men, where the intellect
naturally stronger, and in adults, where it is strength-
ened by use, the manifestations of iden-motor acts aze
repressed, . And we would call attention to this fast
for a practical purpose, viz, with the object of can-
tioning the public,through our readers, against trying
these sorts of experiments too often. It is very cer-
tain, that each trial renders the “ table mover™ wore
ready at exhibiting the required phenomena, more un-
der the dominion of ideas, and less under the dominion
of rational will. Each trial, then, must weaken the
intellectual powers, must make the experimenter less
a man, and more an instinct-governed animal. The
peculiar state of mind induced is not, perhaps, either
hysteria or insanity; but it is akin to both.

- The experiment, now so often repeated, of sus-
pendmg a ring by a thread coiled round the finger,
placing the ring within a tumbler, and hearing it
strike the glass as many times as correspond to the
hour, is a phenomenon analogous to table moving,
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and vory interesting in a physiologieal point of virnr.
The person who performs the experiment exercises
no voluntary action upon the movements of the ring;
but he knows the hour, and, from this idea neting
unconsciously upon the organisation, o series of in-
voluntary muscular vibrations is produced, which
result in striking the glass the required number of
{imes.

It i3 well known, that the movements of the
human body may be divided into voluntary and in-
voluntary.  The actions of walking, of playing
musical instruments, etc., are instances of the first ;
those of circulation and digestion is examples of
the second. DBut there is also a class of actions
comprising the ordinary phenomena of motion,which
are certainly not under the control of the will, but
which, nevertheless, are directed by the émotions or
the ideas. Thus, the somnambulist walks in obe-
dience to some mental impulse, while the will is
dormant ; and the person who dreams, often exe-
cutes movements in which the will has no part, but
which are excited by ideas or emotions. Again,
although the will has no control over the action of
the heart and arteries, yet the ideas and emotions
exercise a distinct influence upon these organs ; and
when attention is directed to their pulsations in ner-
vous persons, the movements have been accelerated
or retarded, or have become intermittent. Now, in
all these cases, the ideas or the emotions act upon
and direct the movements without the intervention
of the will. In the case of table turning, the ideas
are concentrated upon the expected movement, and
the muscular apparatus of the fingers obeys, uncon-
sciously to the experimenter, the dominant im-
pression in the mind. |

When a table is readily moveable upon its feet,
or upon castors, a small amount of force, voluntarily
applied by the fingers, will cause it to revolve.

PR =

T See—— .
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mobility is still more obvious when the force is dis-
tributed uniformly by a number of persons all round
the table.

The amount of muscular force necessarily con-
cerned in accomplishing the revolution s readily
procured, independently of the will Let four or
five persons place their distributed fingers upen
gsome surface, and retain their position for a few
minutes, unrelieved by change; let there be an
cx[u.'('t.;tion nf SOme ]no",-iMu r':-.ul!, and t’r.‘rr: !ﬂi[
goon be perceived a tingling 1o the skin, along the
course of the muscles, and a degree of tension, which
without volition altogether, eventuates in reflez, or,
as it would be styled in common langusge, meolus.
[ll)'.l/ :u'tinn. '!l table Hu.»'-'in;', there h"..l not hbe
any voluntary movement, for muscular tension, pro.
voked by irritation, sensation, emotion, or fixsl
attention, will produce suflicient action to accom
plish the expected resul.



TABLE MOVING AXD TABLE TALKING. 176

CHAPTER XV.

A DATCH OF EXPLANATIONS OF THE PIHENOMENON.

Tue miscellaneous explanations volunteered in refer-
ence to the new phenomena are certainly numerous
enough, but they are for the most part so ambiguous
that non-scientific readers will, we fear, find some
difficulty in comprehending them. We have, how-
ever, thrown together afew extracts from the opinions
expressed by various writers on the subject, which
may, perhaps, in some degree help the reader to his
own conclusions. First we will quote the views of
Dr. Roubaud, who says :—

The discovery of this phenomenon may be com-
pared to photography and etherisation : like these,
it makes us acquainted with an unexpected prin-
ciple—a new power—the might and utility of which
the future will in due course disclose.

Dut at present, whilst experiments, separately
tried, have rather had for their object the demon-
stration of the phenomenon than its study as a
science, it is hardly reasonable to inquire for the
cause and to classify the law by which it is ruled,
either among the laws of inorganic matter, or among
those of organized creaturcs, It is, however, my
opinion, that the physical agents which most closely
resemble table moving by their marvellous effects,
such as electricity, caloric, and terrestial magnetism,
cannot be admitted as the proximate or remote cause

of the movements performed, under certai
s, Ly the bodies cted upon.
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tially understood, imperfectly studied, m yatifiel by
numberless theories, and loaded with all the trang®
f.lL!\ W !.ltu me cll\ ine cannot c.\phlu. l/,lu.-o 4 [}‘c “,
operations and the phenomenon of table moving,
there seems to be some affinity ; indeed, from what |
have observed relative to the pexes, 1o l"»lt:t.ll'alihl.’:,
and nervous affections, 1 feel no doubt whatever
upon this point.

But does this phenomenon comprehend nothing
besides a mere nervons action? Does not the will,
the messenger of man’s mind, play a still more im.
portant part, does it not surpass it in the same pro-
portion as the mind which directs surpasses the arm
which obeys 1

Is table moving, therefore, a morl phenomenon,
a plain and “unplc manifestation of the will? No,
certainly not ; at least not within the known mndlo
tions of the phcnomcrn of moral life, Who will
attempt to explain the means by which thought can
be conveyed to inorganised bodies? A man like
Van Amburgh, who has succeeded in even making
himself understood and obeved by animals whosa
savage instincts have not been tamed by domestie
nurture, 1s mvnnably an object of admiration, yet,
on reflection, it is evident that the spirits of ench
animals can bo broken and their instinets controlled
by confinement, punishment, and the sufferings of
hunger. Under such rigorous coercion, the fi ercest
natures will undoubtcdh give way and become
enervated. But is it the fame with inorganic
bodies? What mysterious organs have they to per-
ceive the orders of my will? By what eecmt way
does my thought reach yonder table, and foree it to
obey my wuha like the muscles of my own bady ¥
“ Advance | ” says my mind, and the table advances.
“Tuarn,” cries my will, and the fable turns. Is 3
mere log of wood more highly endowed than man

- himself, is it possessed of an everlasting intelli-
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! Can it be that the thread-nerves, discovered
by M. Gaudichand in the vegetable world, are but

the physical covering of immortal souls !
But in that case, minerals too must have organs,

{hread-nerves, an intelligence, a soul. *“Tarn!”

ays my will to a porcelain vase, and the porcelain

rase turns, “ Ogcillate,” enys my thought to a watch,
snd the watch oscillates, Can there exist, as some
philosophers have pretended, a universal intelligence
which distributes its divine rays to all natural

bodies according to their organisation? Oh Aris-
totle! obh Linnwns! oh Buffon ! what becomes of
your classification of animated nature, as the waves
of science and progress continue to roll on?  “ Mi-
nerals grow,” said Linnzeus; *vegetables grow and
live ; animals grow, live, and feel.” Come, naturalists,
come and look at this stone which turns in obedience
to my will, abjure your aphorism, and know that
minerals do something more than grow, and that
plants do more than merely grow and live.

But what do they do beside? What is done
by plants and minerals when they advance and
turn upon themselves ?

I cannot define it ; but what I know and pro-
test is, that they perform neither an electric, a
caloric, a magnetic, a physiological, nor a psychical
action. They obey some cause the nature of which is
unknown to us, and whose laws science hitherto has

not even determined.

Dr. Roubaud has some additional observations
bearing on the subject, which, although they are more
a collection of facts referring to the mature of the
objects moved, than tions for accounting for
the phenomenon itself, will probably be of some ser-
vice in enabling inquirers to arrive at a satisfactory
result. His remarks are as follows:—

Neither electricity, nor heat, nor ferrestial mag-

T
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netism, can be received as types of comparion fo
this new fluid. The latter penetrates but partially,
and after a long expectation, those bodies which are
guod or Lad mnducton ‘)f tlt't.lli(.'jl! w (zlu!l(‘ :
therefore, metals, which are prnime conductors of
these two fluids, are as refractory to the unknown
agency as glass and resin—those bad conduston of
electricity and caloric. Consequently, with respect
to the nature of the bodies to be moved, we cannat
at present lay down any general rule ; it is by pew
attempts, and feeling one's way, that we succred in
discovering the greater or less disposition of bodies
to be acted upon.

The shape of these bodies appears to have no in-
fluence on the manifestation of the phenomenon.

Their depth, likewise, when they are empty, bas
no influence : a mahegany block, resting on a move-
able pivot, and with a depth of a foot and a half, has
turned about as easily as a table from oue and a-half
inches to two inches.

The surface or width, setting aside the weight,
does not require an increase of fluid ; an oak board
of one yard in width is moved as readily as a table
the fifth of a yard in diameter, if the weight is the
same as that of the board.

The weght of the article to be moved plays, on
the contrary, a great part in the manifestation of the
phenomenon. The heavier the body is, the more
copious must be the quantity of fluid poured in; I
do not speak of the number of persons composing the
chain, for we shall see presently how greatly the dis-
charge and the power of this vgency varies according
to the individuals and the circumstances in which
they are placed. However, in ordinary cases, we
may estimate that it would require ubout eight or
ten persons to move a wooden table with a top one
yard wide and an inch thick. .

~The only physical circumstance which preveats

4
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the production of the phenomenon is & resistance
which obstructs the motions of the body. It often
happens that the hands, placed on a hat or a table,
wre pressed too heavily, and compress the object too
tirm‘y against its uatural support ; often, like-
wise, the legs of the table, having no rollers, have
w bear too much friction, or they meet with a groove
i the floor which they cannot overcome.  We must,
therefore, be careful to try experiments on articles
reting upon smooth surfaces or on tables moving on
s pivot, and must recollect that the power of the
pbenomenon is always in an inverse ratio to the
fnetion and obstructions,

With reference to netcorology, I have re-
marked only one condition capable of accelerating
the motion of bodies : it is the exposure of the arti-
ces to the north of the apartment wherein the ope-
mtion i going on ; 1 have always found this expo-
wre preferable to that towards the south ; and it may
be said that, all other things being equal, where ten
minutes are required in an apartment facing the
porth, fifteen will be necessary in an apartment fac-
mg the south.

The wind, the rain, and fine weather, solar or
utificial light, seem to me fo have no effect on the
discharge or the strength of the fluid. Temperature
likewise has not yielded any particular effects, al-
though 1 have operated in cold and hot weather, and
during the alternations so remarkable in the first
reek of May, 1853. ‘

Another French savant, M. Henri Delaage,
boaches this opinion :—* Man," he observes, ““is
amposed of three parts—body soul, and spirit. This
pint, which man can communicate to matier and
wimate it as it were with his own being, as formerly
the Titan Prometheus animated clay by breathihg
ato it the ctherial essence, is the source of force, of
~movement, and of life itselfi It is a .vu;mw. -
: ‘ n2
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magnetie fluid, which has no parﬁcuhr pile, but cir-
culates throng h all the nerves, giving them tension
or relaxation M the instance of the will. This is the

spirit of life, its nature is that of the electric spark,
from whence it has got the name of living firs in the
works of the Persian Magi, and of the infernal star in
thoseof thealchemistsand astrologers of themiddleages.

Chemistry, thanks to the perfection of its sea-
Iytical instruments, is daily discovering new elements,
and will not stop ull it has recognised in the exist
ence of this fluid, the animating prmcapln of all that
exists here below—that spirit of life, which, by virtss
of the universality of its nature, aspires to be every.
where, struggling with fury against sll opposing ob
jects, and by means of this incessant struggle, pro-
ducing movement of greater or less foroe.

““'The human will,” observed Balzac to the writer,
“is the motive force of an imponderable fluid, a2d
the members are but its conducting agents.” This
admirable dictum being once understood, it 1s easy b
conceive how a man may infilter his life, his essence,
his force, into the members of another by magnet
pnw-q—thm %0 to speak, live in him, and at will
transmit his thoughts, the impression of his impres-
sions, to his patient, making him the docile instra-
ment of all the caprices of his fancy. But not enly
roay man animate with his life another living bunz.
he may also do the same to an inanimate otjwt, by
causing it to absorb his vital essence ; for movemest
being one of the properties of spirit or mind,
arranged round a table have only to communicate ts
that uble the source of all movement, by transmitting
to it that flame of life, which—that we ma
mand and trinmph over rebel nature—God {n 1e-
fused throughout all our members, in order to st
inanimate wood into spontaneous motion. This »
the golden sceptre of our terrestrial royalty.,

¢ have been often struck at the lmln-p!ﬂ-
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ance which many of the staunchest believers attach

to the loss of that precious fluid or vital essence, by

which, at present, in so many drawing-rooms, amuse-

ment is sought by saturating with it tables, hats, and

keys, to make them spin about, for this ingenious

vapour of blood, to adopt the language of the masters
of the hermectic art, is nothing else than the quin-
tessence of life, of flesh, and of blood, under a fluid
form, which is communicated with such ignorant
generosity to inanimate objects ; for we say it boldly
and without hesitation, that man, that human life,
u conlained  really and in truth, in the smallest parti-
cleof this flusd essence, the preciousness of which vital
spirit. was admirably expressed by Goethe, when he
folt Lis soul reviving at the death of his body, and
exclaimed through mortally pallid lips : St more
light, still more Light.

These phenomena, like all of a magnetic descrip-
tion, are fugitive, variability being their peculiar
character. We do not believe, therefore, that they can
be turned to any practical use. The only advantage
to be derived from them is the proof they furnish to
man of one of the properties of the spirit that api-
mates him, thus directing his attention towards mag-
uetism, that golden key of the antique sanctuaries,
which produces on certain privileged beings som-
nambulism, the sole science that demonstrates the
unmortality of the soul.

M. Amedée Latour, whose experiments we have
reported in a preceding chapter, observes :—I dare
not hazard any opinion of my own on the phenomena,
but I will say boldly that science, invested with au-
thority, should at once take possession of the facts,
investigate, renew, prove them, and if possible study
their laws and ascertain their nature ; for it is above
all things important to prevent credulity and char-
latanism from seizing on this new prey. Let science

then tell us what we should believe, and how far we

. e i
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should believe, lest through the indifferenes of phi-

losophy this phenomenon should share the fats expe

riecnced by another two thousand years before the

creation of our Academy of Sciences, when secidental

obsorvers remarked that a bit of rubbed amber would

draw light bodies towards it. The phenomenon,

hardly perceived by ancient science, has becoma the
pivot on which modern science turns,  Without deuly
the fact of animating, so to sp«-ak, inert bodies, and
making them obey our will, 18 repugnant to humas
reason. DBut to what exigencies has not human reason
been obliged to bow ! Can it comprehend, can it
explain, by what mysterious power the maguet-needls
turns towards the north pole! Does it know the
nature of magnetic and electric forces, of calorie, and
of light! Then, as to attraction and gravitatios,
how can we give an account of these but by hype
thesis, for is it not by a supposition that we expls
these facts ¥ Do you know, then—you phi'“‘“["’*ﬂ
—you men of science—all the laws, all the phess
mena, all the properties of matter !  As for myself |
understand just as little the suspension of the celes
tial bodies in space, the force which maintains then
in their places, and makes them eternally turn in the
same immense cirele, as 1 do the phenomenon of the
rotation of a table under the influence of the impos-
tion of hands.

Another French savant remarks that the opinies
is gaining ground that the phenomenon may be s
counted for by the supposed polarization, not of the
different sexes, but of the human organization with
out distinction of sexes, and he then goes on &
observe :—

This is the opinion of Dr. Lowe, of Vienna, whe
writes on this subject as follows: *“Every livisg
being is so organised, that its right and its left an
polarly to each other ; that is to say, eat
part of the human bady contains positive electrieity
and the other part negative eclectricity. A man, f¢
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example (putting sex out of the question), applying
his hands to the two extremities of an electrometer,
will produce an action similar to that of a galvanic
battery put in contact with that instrument. In

neral the right side responds to the current of zine,
and the left side to that of copper. Thus, given a
c¢hain of human beings whose contrary poles—that is
to say, where right and left—touch, this chain,
exercising on any body whatever a prolonged action,
will communicate to it an electric current ; polariza-
tion will then take place in this body (being in the
present case a round table supported on a column
with three or four feet), and by virtne of its ten-
dency to magnetic orientation, the south pole of the
table impressing on the whole bulk of it a movement
towards the north, the table will commence a con-
tinuous rotation, and turn round on its axis (alter-
nately attracted and repelled) as long as the indie-
pensable conditions are kept up.

This theory is possible, but it is not clear.
May there not be, instead of a dynamic principle, a
mechanical cause at work —that is, an involuntary
pressure of the left to the right, the right hand, na-
tarally the most developed and the strongest, acting,
though in an imperceptible degree, more powerfully
than the left—so that the phenomenon may be ex-
plained simply enough by a real simultaneous, though
unfelt, impulse given in the same direction ! This
conjecture is like the other, you may say, but an
hypothesis, True; yot it should be taken into ac-
count, for it is in this manner that many experienced
witnesses aro inclined to explain the matter ; and this
wlution by the effect of an involuntary mechanism,
derives, it must be admitted, a certain probability

from the increasing fatigue of the arms l'l\luj:s
from the prolonged constraint of their position, :

from the tension of the hands lpv:g;zmkym: the
fingers apart, upon the table.
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Among those who claim to explain the phe-
pomenon as proceeding from animal magnetism, is
M. E. Monttet, who thus expresses himself :—

Human magnetism, the mysterious link that
unites matter to spirit, the agent of universal life,
whose certificate of birth academicians so ironically
demand, and concerning which, after nearly a cen-
tury of controversy, Hypocrates says, “ Yes,” and
Galen says, “No " ; this magnetism, which has hardly
more to complain of among its avowed adversaries
than among its unintelligent adepts, has started sud-
denly from its mysterious silence, throwing matter at
the head of this materialist age, to force it to reflect.

Yes, matter may move, it may move under an
unpulse absolutely immaterial. The imponderable
has extended its domain. It is no longer the electric
fluid produced by the re-action of two exciting
liquids ; or terrestial magnetism exercising its still
inexplicable attractions by the aid of certain mine-
rals. It is all this, and more ; it is the body of man
transformed into a powerful and universal magnet,
emitting its fluid by the sole act of his will, trans-
mitting it into inert bodies, and thereby communi-
cating to them momentary movement and a sort of
fantastic life.

Mr. Birt, who took part in the table moving ex-
periments detailed with such precision by Mr. Bates,
in a previous chapter, has offered the following sug-
gestions in elucidation of the phenomena :(—

So far as my own experience is concerned, I have
little, if any, hesitation in referring the phenomena
to a force differing from that which may be regarded
as the exertion of the ordinary muscular energy of
the animal body—i. e. it does not appear to me to be
a vital force ordinarily manifested, such as pulling,
pushing, and so forth, and in this the writers of the
several articles oomi?_, under my notice appear o

agree, the evidence indicating that a mysteripus force
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i some way is exerted by the operators on the
ubles, elc,

While the force operating does not appear to
belong to the category of ordinary vital forces, neither
joes 1t appear to belong to those forces we are in the
habit of regarding as physical, such as clectrieity and
paguetism. On this head it is very important we
should obtain clear conceptions, because the tendency
st present is evidently to refer the phenomena to one
or other of these forces, or a modification of them
both ; and while any confusion of ideas exists in this
direction, the evident result must be, the retardation
of seience rather than its progression.

The evidence, that to me appears conclusive,
that the force operating is neither electrical nor
magnetic, consists in the fact that electrometers and
magnetic needles are not at all affected ; the slight-
est current of electricity would make itself apparent.
On the other band, the similarity to electricty of the
force operating appears to be indicated by the in-
ereasedd effects, when the operators and articles are
insulated.

The phenomena to which the effects witnessed
approach nearest are those of animal magnetism (an
wappropriate term, for the reasons above stated). If
they belong to this class of phenomena, they are,
doubtless, of a very low order, but there are some
crcumstances connected with the manipulations in
each case that appear to connect them. The Rey.
Dr. Scoresby, in his work on Zoistic Magnetism, re-
fers to experiments in which the polarities of the
agent and subject were distinctly manifested. It
may be borne in mind that in all the Doctor’s ex-
periments, electrical and magnetic instruments were
unaffected, but the effects of the interposition of -
wlating substances were very apparent. ,}n»-ponnace

netism, it may be noticed thﬂ;'-he%ﬂm |

sperators round the table were favourable for the same

tion with the polarities developed in animal mag-
it St e
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developments ; the contact of the right and L7 little
fingers of one operator with the Ze/7 and n'g}ul little
fingers of his neighbours, is & mesmerie manipulation,
which, when the parties are insulated, may all forth
the dormant force operating in the ordinary pheno-
mena of animal magnetism.

But the question it would be desirable to an-
swer is this—Of what nature is the force operating
in animal magnetism or in table turning ! A reply
to the first is foreign to my purpose. With regard to
the second, | may mention an experiment, which to
me appears to throw great light on the subject, but
which ought to be carefully repeated before it is re-
ceived as an exponent of the force sought. On Mon.
day evening last, two gentlemen and myself manipu-
lated on a globe frame. The upper portion was
varnished, and on this we laid our hands not in
contact. The globe frame and operators were insu-
lated from the floor by a sheet of gutta percha. In
this case each person was completely insulated, and
no effect was produced, except that one gentleman
exhibited evident indications of vertigo or giddiness;
he experienced a profuse perspiration, accompanisd
with paleness, and was obliged to relinquish his posi-
tion at the globe frame. From some experiments
which I had made in the early part of the day, |
had some reason to believe that the rotation was first
induced in the bodies of the operators, and suggested
that we should join our fingers in the usual way, but
not in contact with the globe frame. We did so, but
the same gentleman was again obliged to break con-
tact. The remaining two joined their OPFO’iﬂS Tittle
fingers, and the result was a revolution of one gentle
man round the other in the same direction as men-
tioned in the experiments. The time occupied was
thirty-seven minutes, contact being maintained dur
ing the whole of this tame. i riat SO ST L g

The conclusion I am at pr&nt{nﬂd&d’m o

. F . - . @ ? 5” - .‘ :r 'XL‘U: w "-!
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from this experiment, in connection with table

turning, is this, that a vital force, of a very low

order, 13 either developed or made manifest when the

operator is at rest, and his mind abstracted from the

more stirring circumstances in which he is ordinarily
engaged, for the success of the ex perimcnt appears Lo
depend on the will being quiescent.  If any one wiil
attempt to hold his hand, entirely unsupported, in a
particular position, and if instrumental means he
adopted to ascertain if it be in a state of rest, it will
be found that it is in a state of motion. Now if, when
the will is quiescent, this involuntary motion be
allowed to proceed, it will either be irregular, if un-
regulated, or regular, if under the control of a specific
force. In the experiment under consideration, 1t was
found necessary to alter our position, to follow as it
were the motion of our hands, and this resulted in
the regular revolution experienced.

The existence of a vital force giving rise to a
rotatory motion of the body is not improbable, as we
find it impressed on some forms of vegetable life. It
18 particularly apparent in the climbers—the common
bean and the hop-plant may be adduced as instances.
We have yet much to learn of the nature of vital
forces. In the case before us we must place ourselves
in particular positions, and subdue to a great extent
the exertions of our wills, that the force may be
manifested. May it not be that some of the lower
orders of vital forees may be necessary for the main-
tenance of vegetable and animal life, and may, there
fore, belong alike to all animated existences, from
man downwards? And if this be the case, may not
these lower orders of vital forces be so modified by
antagonistic forces of a higher character, such as
might resilt from specific organising principles, that
in the higher animals the lower forces may be com-
pletely masked and concealed by the ordinary motions
and actions of such animals, so that they cannot be
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manifested unless meaos are adopted for neatralising
the higher forces !

With the view of disproving the opinion that
eithor electrigity or magnetism have anything at all
to do with the phenomenon, Mr, Dirt performed the
annexed exporiment.  Ho states ; —

The evidence that appears to me conclusive
that the force operating is neither electrical nor mag-
netie, consists 1n the fact that electrometers and
muagnetic needles are not at all affected ; the slight.
est current of electricity would make itselfl apparent,
1o set this question at rest, | eareflully warmed and
dried o large Leyden jar, surmounted by a brass ball
of about two and a hall inches diameter, and also
carefully warmed and dried the glass feet of an in-
sulating stool ; having attached an electrometer, con.
sisting of two threads of hemp, each contaiping three
fibres, to the ball, I grasped it firmly with both hands,
standing at the same time on the stool,  Now,if any
electricity bad passed from my body, it must bave
entered the jar, and the electrometer would have ine
dicated it; but no such result took place—no cur-
rent of electricity passed. OF this 1 am perfectly
satisfied, so far as ordinary electricity is concerned.
But & more interesting result followed : after I bad
grasped the ball about a quarter of an hour, I ob-
served the same result as noticed in experiment 3—
my hands had become twisted. In this there was no
“expectancy ;' my mind was concentrated on the
electrical conditions of the question, and, unconscious
of exerting any force, I found the ball turning.

I now varied the experiment, taking my hands
off the ball when the motion was induced, although
the motion of the ball was stopped, yet the mation of
my hands was not, and they proceeded in the same
direotion, until it was necessary to remove from the
stool ; in stopping the motion a very painful senm-
tion (somewhat in the nature of an an ,
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produced, of course, by the agency of the will) was

felt in the wrists ; while my hands were moving |
did not notice the sensation.

While this work is passing through the press,
wo have mot with a couple of table moving incidents
too late to be included under their proper heads,
With these we conclude our account of a phenomenon
which sooner or later must engage the attention of the
most powerful intellects of the age.

Like many other journalists, the editor of the
Family Herald appears to take an interest in the
table moving phenomenn.  He furnishes us with the
following information :—** Some tables are so stupid
that no impression can be made upon them ; others
are very clever, and will nod to you when you
plu-nk to them, slide along the floor if you sk
them, and make o piroute on one leg like an opera
daneer!  Such n table belongs to the wife of one of
our most distinguished dramatists, and we had the
phmnn- of secing ity performance one evening., It
is the most iutelligent and the cleverest table that
we are aequainted with, It is not a quadruped,
but o tribed ; and if it were not for the Tenth Com-
mandment, we should certainly covet the possession
of that table,  Like most others, this table does not
~ move in any one particular direction, right and left,

or left and right, but both ways; and does not wheel
round only, but slides forward also, and will even
follow you from one room to another. We were a
witness one evening of its performances for nearly
two hours, when midnight having struck, we rose to
depart. The circle, however, were loath to brenk
up, and they asked the table if it would continue to
move after all were gone. It immediately gave
three or fonrvcr{ hearty nods, as if to say, * Yes!
yes! yes! oh yeal” - |

A writer in the English Churchman, a newspaper

» i
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ing as they wish or will it,—with others the direction
of the first motion is uncertain :—but all agroe that
the table moves the hands and not the hands the
table. Though I believe the parties do not intend o
move the table, but obtain the resnle by & guasi in-
volautary action,—still I had no doubt of the infly.
ence of expectation upon their minds, and through
that upon the success or failure of their efforts,
“The first point, therefore, was to remove all ob.
jections due to expectation, having relation to the
substances which 1 might desire to use :—s0, plates of
the most different bodies, electrically speaking,—
namely, sand-paper, mill-board, glue, glass, moist clay,
tinfoil, eard-board, gutta percha, vulcanized rubber,
wood, ete,,—were made into a bundle and placed on
a table under the hands of a turner. The table
turned. Other bundles of other plates were submitted
to different persons at other times,—and the tables
turned. Henceforth, therefore, these substances may
be used in the construction of apparatus. Neither
during their use nor at any other times could the
slightest trace of electrical or magnetic effects be ob-
tained. At the same trials it was readily ascertained
that one person could produce the effect ; and that
the motion was not necessarily circular, but might be
in o straight line. No form of experiment or mode
of observation that I conld devise gave me the slight-
est indication of any peculiar natural force. No at-
traction, or repulsions, or signs of tangential power,
appeared,—nor anything which could io referred to
other than the mere mechanical pressure exerted in-
advertently by the turner. I, therefore, proceeded to
analyze this pressure, or that part of it exerted in a
horizontal direction :—doing so, in the first, instance,
unawares to the party. A soft cement, consisting of
wax and turpentine, or wax and pomatum, was pre
g:red. Four or five pieces of smooth slippery card-
ard were attached one over the other by little pel-
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lets of the cement, and the lower of these to a piece
of sand-paper resting on the table ; the edges of these
sheets overlapped slightly, and on the under surface
a pencil line was drawn over the laps so as to indi-
cate position. The upper card-board was larger than
the rest, #o a8 to cover the whole from sight. Then,
the table turner placed the hands upon the upper
card,—and we waited for the result. Now,the cement
was strong enough to offer considerable resistance to
mechanical motion, and also to retain the cards in
any new position which they might acquire,—~and
yet weak enough to give way slowly to a continued
force.

“When at last the tables, cards, and hands all
moved to the left together, and so a true result was
obtained, I took up the pack. .On examination, it
was easy to see by thc disp r ment of the parts of the
line, that the hund had movcd further than the table,
and that the latter had lagged behind ;—that the
hand, in fact, had pushed tho upper card to the left,
and that the under cards and the table had followed
and been dragged by it. In other similar cases, when
the table had not moved, still the upper card was found
to have moved, showing that the hand had carried
it in the expccted du'ect.xon It was evident, there-
fore, that the table had not drawn the hand and pér-
son round, nor had it moved simultancously with the
hand. The hand had left all things under it behind,
and the table evidently tended continually to knep
the hand back.

“ The next step was, to arrange an index, which
should show whetger the table moved first, or the
hand moved before the table, or both moved or re-
mained at rest together. At first this was done by

placing an upright pin fixed on a leaden foot upon
the table, and using that as the fulcrum of a light
lever. The latter was made of a slip of foolscap
paper, and the short arm, about a quaﬂa of an

.

|
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inch in length, was attached to a pin proceeding {rom
the edze of a slipping card placed on the h},l,,‘,,,',’,] pre
pared to receive the hands of the table-turner., The
other arm, of eleven and a half inches long, served for
the index of motion. A coin laid on the table mark el
the normal position of the card and index. At first
the slipping card was attached to the table by the
soft cement, and the index was either sereened from
the turner, or the latter looked away : then, before
the table moved, the index showed that the hand was
giving a resultant pressure in the expected direction
T'he effect was never carried far enough to move the
table, for the motion of the index corrected the judg-
ment of the experimenter, who became aware that,
inndvertently, a sido force had been exerted.

“ The card was now set free from the table,~—i. ¢,
the cement was removed.  This, of course, could not
interfore with any of the results expected by the
table turner,—for both the bundle of plates spoken
of and single cards had been freely moved on the
tables before ; but now that the index was there, wit-
nessing to the eye, and through it to the mind, of the
table turner, not the slightest tendency to motion
cither of the card or of the table occurred. Indeed,
whether the card was left free or attacheld to the
table all motion or tendency to motion was gone,
In one particular gase there was relative motion be
tween the table and the hands: I believe that the
hands moved in one direction ; the table turner was
persuaded that the table moved from under the hand
in the other direction :—a gange, standing upon the
floor, and pointing to the table, was therefore set up
on that and some future cccasions,—and then, neither
motiox of the hand nor of the table aamn:l.b‘

“A more perfeet lever appamtus was con-
structed in the followin;nn:gcr +—Two thin boards,
nino and a half by seven inches, were provided; &
board, nine by five inehes, was gluad to the middle
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of the underside of one of these (to be called the
tsble-board), so as to raise the edges free from the
table ; being placed on the table, near and parallel
to its sde, an upright pin was fixed close to the
further edge of tll.:e board, at the middle, to serve as
the fulcrum for the indicating lever. Then, four
glass rods, seven inches long and a quarter of an
inch in diameter, were placed as rollers on different
parts of this table-board, and the upper board placed
on them ; the rods p(.rmmod any required amount
of pressure on the boards, with a free motion of the
upper on the lower to the right and left. At the
part corresponding to the pin in the lower board,
a piece was cut out of tbe upper board, and a pin
attached there, which, being bent downwards, entered
the hole in the end of the short arm of the index
lever : this part of the lever was of card-board ; the
indicating prolongation was a straight hay-stalk fif-
teen inches long. In order to restrain the motion of
the upper board on the lower, two vulcanized rubber
rings were passed round both, at the parts not rest-
ing on the table : these, whilst they tied the boards
together, acted also as springs—and whilst they
allowed the first feeblest tendency to motion to be
seen by the index, exerted before the upper board
had moved a quarter of an inch, sufficient power in
pulling the upper board back from either side, to
resist a strong lateral action of the hand.

“ All being thus arranged, except that the lever
was away—the two boards were tied together with
stnng. running parallel to the vuleanized rubber
springs, so as to be immoveable in relation to each
other. They were then placed on the table, and s
table turner sat down to them:—the table very
shortly moved in due order, showing that the
tus offered no impediment hﬂnm T

pparatus, with metal produced th j..
: tmd:&mhmm a&h&
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dex was now put into its place and the siring
loosened, so that the springs should come iuto play.
It was soon seen, with the party that could will the
motion in either direction, (from whom the jndex
was purposely hidden,) that the hands were gradaally
creeping up in the direction before agreel upon,
though the party certainly thought they were pres.
ing downwards only. When shown that it was s,
they were truly surprised ; but when they lifted up
their hands and immediately saw the index retum
to its normal position, they were convinced. When
they looked at the index and could see for them.
selves whether they were pressing truly downwards,
or obliquely so as to produce a resultant in the right
or left-handed direction, then such an effect never
took place. Beveral tried, for a long while together,
and with the best will in the world ; but no motion,
right or left, of the table or hand, or anything else,
occurred.”

A passage from a letter, written by Professor
Faraday to the Zimes, is worth reproducing herc—as
illustrating in other words the value of this method
of self-conviction. “The result,” says Professor
Faraday, “ was, that when the parties saw the index
it remained very steady ; when it was hidden from
them, or they looked away from it, it wavered abont,
though they believed that they always pressed di-
rectly downwards; and, when the table did not
move, there was still 2 resultant of hand force in the
direction in which it was wished the table should
move, which, however, was exercised quite unwit-
tingly by the party operating. This resultant it is
which, in the course of the waiting time, while the
fingers and hands become stiff, numb, and insensible
by continued pressure, grows up to an amount suffi-
cient to move the table or the substances prossed
upon. DBut the most valuable effect of this test-
aparatus (which was afterwards made more perfect
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and independent of the table) is the corrective power
it possesscs over the mind of the table-turner, As
soon as the index is placed before the most earnest,
and they perceive—as in my presence they have
always J:mo—thnt. it tells truly whether they are
pressing downwards only or obliquely, then all
effects of table turning ceate, even though the
parties persevere, earnestly desiring motion, till they
become weary and worn out. No prompting or
checking of the hand is needed—the power is gone ;
and this only because the parties are made conseious
of what they are really doing mechanically, and o
are unable unwittingly to deceive themselves,

“1 know that some may say that it is the card-
board next the fingers which moves first, and that
both drags the table and also the table-turner with
it. All I have to reply is, that the card-board may
in practice be reduced to a thin sheet of paper
weighing only a few grains, or to a piece of gold-
beaters’ skin, or even the end of the lever, and (in
principle) to the very cuticle of the fingers itself.
Then the results that follow are too absurd to be ad-
mitted : the table becomes an incumbrance, and a
person holding out the fingers in the air, cither
naked or tipped with goldbeaters’ skin or card-board,
ought to be drawn about the room, cte. ; but I re-
frain from considering imaginary, yet consequent,
results which have nothing philosopﬁiml or real in
them.”

The report communicated to the Atheneum then

s us follows :—

“ Another form of index was applied thus: A
circular hole was cut in the middle of the n:;m
board, and a piece of cartridge paper pasted under it
on the lower surface of the board ; a thin slice of

cork was fixed on the upper surface of the lower
board corresponding to the cartridge paper ; the in-
terval between them might be a quarter of an inch ot =

- R
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less. A noedle was fixed into the end of wne of
wdex hl)-ohlks. and when all was is PM |-
needle point was passed through the cartndg paper
and pmm'wl 9“;,:11“] mto thoe cork ‘ruﬂlh. . as b
stand upright : then any motion of the band, o
hand-board, was instantly rendered evident by the de
flection of the perpendicular hay-stalk to the right o
loft,

“I think the apparatus | have deseribed may by
useful to many who really wish to know the truth of
nature, and who would prefer that truth to a mis
taken conclusion : desired, perhaps, only beeause is
scoms to be new or strange. Persons do not koow
how difficult it is to press directly downward, or in
any given direction against a fixed obstacle: or even
to Anow only whether they are doing so or not, un
less they have some indicator, which, by visible mo-
tion or otherwise, shall instruct them : and this is
more especially the case when the muscles of the
fingers and hand have been cramped and rendered
cither tingling, or insensible, or cold by long-cons
tinued pressure. If o finger be pressed constantly
into the corner of a window-frame for ten minutes or
more, and then, continuing the pressure, the mind
be directed to judge whethor the force at a given
moment 18 all horizontal, or all downward, or how
much 1s in one direction and how much in the other, it
will find great difficulty in deciding ; and will at last
become altogether uncertain : at least such is my
case, [ know that o similar result ocours with others ;
for I have had two boards arranged, separated, nok
by rollers but by plugs of vulcanized rubber, and
with the vertical index: when a persan with his
hands on the upper board is requested to press only
downwards, and the index is hidden from his sight,
it moves to the right, to the left, to him and from
him, and in all horizontal directions ; so utterly un-

¢ able is he strictly to fulfil his iutention witheut &
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vidible and eorrecting indioator,  Now, such is the
ase of the instrument with the horfzontal index and
pollers ¢ the mind is instructed and the involuntary
or guasi involuntary motion is checked in the com-
menoement, and therefore never rise up to the de
groo needful to move the table, or even permanently
tho index itself.  No one can suppose that looking
at the index can in any way interfore with the trans
for of clectricity or any other power from the hand
to the board under it or to the table, If the board
tends to move, it may do so, the index does not con-
fino it ; and if the table tends to move, there 1s no
reason why it should not,  If both were influenced
by any powor to movo together, they may do so,~ns
they did indeed when the apparatus was tied, and the
mind and muscles left unwatched and unchecked.

“I must bring this long deseription to a close.
I am a little ashamed of it, for 1 think, in the pre-
sent age, and in this part of the world, it ought not
to havo been required.  Nevertheless, 1 hope it may
bo useful, There are many whom 1 do not expeot
to convinee ; but 1 may be allowed to say that I
cannot undertake to answer such objections as may
be made. 1 state my own convictions ns an experi-
mental philosopher, and find it no more necessary to
enter into controversy on this point than on any other
in soionco—as the nature of matter, or inertia, or the
magnetization of light—on which I may differ from
others, The world will decide sooner or later in all such
cases, and I have no doubt very soon and correctly in
the present instance, Those who may wish to see
the particular construction of the test-apparatus which
I have employed, may have the opportunity at Mr.
Nowman's, 122, Regent Street.  Further, I may say,
I have sought earnestly for cases of lifting by attrac-
tion, and indications of attraction in an ﬁ'm, but
have gained no traces of such effects. mI.W‘_ '
to direct attention to the discourse delive [ix Dto- £
£ k. e - ), S
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Carpenter, at the Royal Institution, on the 12th of
March 1852, entitled, * On the influence of Bugges.
tion in modifying and directing Muscular Movement,
independently of Volition ’ :—which, especially in the
Iatter part, should be considered in reference to table
moving by all who are interested in the subject,

“ M. Fanapay.

““ Royal Institution, June 27, 1853."
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