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PREFACE.

Tae psychical experience of the writer has induced him to
believé that the human world is, and always has been, at least
to some extent, under the control and guidance of invisible or
superior intelligences. And furthermore it has been deeply
and thoroughly impressed upon his mind, that the thoughts,
purposes, and actions of individuals have been, in numerous
cases, molded and directed to certain definite ends, which may
be entirely different from those that were recognized in their
own mental determination. This was undoubtedly true with
reference to the inspired prophets of ancient times; and it is
not too much to suppose that the great philosophers, poets,
and orators of all ages, have been blessed with the divine
afflatus that descends from the spheres of celestial being.
Therefore it is not surprising or incredible to me, that numer-

ous individuals in this age should be operated upon and influ-
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enced directly by spiritual beings, in such a manner as to walk,
write, or speak under their control ; for this is only what
might be supposed to naturally follow from the rapid advance-
ment of the world and its growing intimacy with the immortal

sphere.

In the course of an exceedingly interesting experience, the
reality which is here referred to has become so far interwoven
with my own individual consciousness, as to be rendered almost
a8 apparent and sensible as the fact of existence itself ; and on
appropriate occasions, while in a passive and abstracted state
of mind, I am enabled to converse freely and familiarly with
what appear to be the intelligences of another sphere, as with
the friends by whom I am surrounded on the earth. I do not
refer, however, to this portion of my experience for the purpose
of claiming any personal superiority with reference to ‘.others,
or even to claim an equality with those whose names have been
reverenced in the past, but simply to furnish an intimation of
the peculiar mode in which this volume was produced. Itisa
fact which I may properly state, though it may not be fully cred-
ited by some readers, that, for many months, I have been una-
ble, after repeated attempts, to write any thing with the use
of my own mental faculties, in opposition to the will of the
invisible powers,—while, on the other hand, when it seems to

be in accordance with their desire, a vast amount of writing
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is frequeptly accomplished in a brief space, without any appa-
rent effort or labor of my own. The work which is here pre-
sented was written at intervals in this manner, the special peri-
ods of writing being selected as above stated, and the thoughts
and expressions employed being breathed on the opened senses

of the spirit in the interior condition.

The grand design of this work is to afford a comprehensive
survey of the laws, forces, and processes involved in the forma-
tion of the cosmical structure, without descending into the mi-
nute details that may be comprehended in the mighty work of
creation, Accordingly it will not be just for the reader to an-
ticipate more than a generalization of the prominent principles
connected with this subject, though in these, it is hoped, will be
found a broad and substantial ground-work, on which the inves-
tigating mind may erect its own superstructure, It is of the
utmost importance that the principles to which I have just al-
luded, should be clearly comprehended by the human mind,
inasmuch as they are the indices that point to all the innum-
erable avenues of truth in tire field of philosophical or theolog-
jcal inquiry. The fact will be easily recognized that the actu-
ating and vitalizing forces, by and through which the Uni-
verse was born, are the natural and eternal movements of
the Divine Thought ; and hence, in case these forces are cor

rectly conceived, the mind will have in its possession the means
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of searching into those divine and immortal treasures which are
concealed in the deep recesses of Nature. Oun the other hand,
it will be found that all existing error, both in philosophy and
theology, derives 1its origin from a misunderstanding of the
foundation-principles that relate to the primitive creation of
existing forms ; and accordingly the most effectual method of
 eradicating error, in whatever form it may exist, is to clearly
unfold those principles to the reason and intuition of the soul.
Considered in this light, the propositions which are made and
defended in this work, may be regarded—should they pass the
ordeal of critical inquiry—as having an evident bearing on the

most important interests of man. R.P. A,
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IN obedience to certain interior influences and impressions, which
have apparently emanated from an unseen intelligence, I have been
moved to indite the volume which is herewith presented to the world.
This fact is stated at the outset as a matter of individual conscious-
ness, and as an act of justice to the invisible power of whose presence
1 am made distinctly conscious, and on whose gentle but impressive
breathings I am dependent for much valuable instruction. Yet it
should be understood that I have stated simply what I individually
feel and know to be true with reference to the source of this work,
without feeling any positive desire to convince the reader of the truth-
fullness of the statement itself, since it seems to me of far less import-
auce to demonstrate the source of my impressions or the mode in which
they were received, than to consider whether they are really true and
useful in themselves, Indeed, truth requires no aid from a foreign and
arbitrary authority ; being in itself divine and immortal, it is able to
staud on its own merits, and should be loved for its own intrinsie
beauty. Hence, in the light of this principle, I am well assured that
whatever truth may be contained in this volume, will naturally
present its own claims and be sustained by its own intrinsic power,
without the necessity of any external prop.

It is a lesson which has been derived from a personal expericnce,
that all truth, like the wide-spread blessings of Nature, is universal
and impartial in its application,—though by a natural necessity its
appreciation must depend on the receptive capacity of the soul.
Like the light which streams ‘continually from the sun, truth is ever
flowing f?n its primal fountain through the medium of the spiritual
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spheres; it is breathing around us in the still air—it is the soul of
every ray that descends from the stars—it is the life of every pure
thought that sparkles in the chambers of the mind. Yet truth,
though thus impartially diffused, must, as before intimated, be received
by the soul in & measure exactly proportionate to its own develop-
ment. It would avail nothing that all the truth in Heaven were
revealed to a single individual, if the soul were not sufficiently devel-
oped to admit of its interior appreciation ; for precisely that amount
of trath, and no greater, will be received as nutriment to the inner
man, which is adapted to the degree of spiritual development and the
expansion of the internal powers. Hence the desire is vain and un-
righteous that seeks any external and arbitrary revelation to be estab-
lished as authority, on which the soul may repose with an unques-
tioning faith. Kven were it possible to embody all truth in a printed
volume, which should be presented to the world as the universal
basis of hope and trust, it. would occupy a position analogous to that
of the heathen god, presenting rather an object of worship, instead
of investigation—of a blind reverence, instead of an enlightened
understanding. The truth therefore which the world can digest and
appreciate, must necessarily be revealed in parts and fragments, cor-
responding with the degree of interior unfolding; and this truth, in
order to be felt and realized, must be examined, analyzed and com-
prehended, by the powers of reason and intuition with which the soul
is endowed.

All past history has demonstrated the fact, that the human race
has been instructed wrongly with respect to those subjects which
especially need to be understood. Man has been recognized chiefly
18 a physical being. The expansive powers of his spiritual nature
have not heen properly comprehended. Hence the education which
he has received has been exceedingly defective, consisting mostly in
the accumulation of external facts and the arrangement of crude
ideas on the basis of a superficial authority. Systems of instruction
have been established, relating to scientific disclosures aud%)logical
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doctrines, but these systems are marked with the ignorance and error
that existed in the undeveloped minds from which they proceeded.
There has been but little power in the systems of popular education
to expand and develop the spiritual being; but in these has been
generated a repulsive and depressing force, which has tended to rivet
the chains imposed by ancient superstition.

But the world is now rapidly advancing to a stage of progress,
where it can comprehend and appreciate the truths that pertain to
the interior life. Man is beginning to understand that he has a spir-
itual-as well as a material nature—that he is endowed with internal
as well as external senses, and that the great realm of being is not
confined to the visible forms whose beauty and vastness he admires.
Therefore a more complete and rational system of educational train-
ing is being rapidly introduced. Imperceptibly to the minds of the
mass, a change, silent but powerful, is passing over the sentiments
and feelings of the world. The intellectual rubbish which has
served .as a barrier to human progress, is being removed by the
efforts of the struggling soul to enter into the sphere of immortal
truth. A time draws near when man will feel the need of something
higher than mere external and superficial forms of thought—when

. the accumulation of passing facts and phenomena will be regarded of
less importance than the comprehension of divine principles; when,
in short, the discipline of the spirit—the education of the soul—will
be recognized as the basis of all true reform and the means by which
the great ends of human life are to be attained.

It will be perceived that the volume here presented is an appeal to
the reasoning and intuitive faculties of Man, and that it aims to pre-
sent the grand fundamental principles on which the Universe itself
is based. To those minds which yield a blind credence to the author-
ity of the past, and rest their faith on the bare statements of ancient
records, this work may appear entirely useless and vain; and to oth-
ers which still linger in the shadows of an external sphere, perceiv-
ing no ‘tuth but that which may reside in some visible phenomens, it
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will, perhaps, secem to be only the weaving of an unsubstantial theory.
But there are other minds—and for these chiefly the volume has
been written—which are no longer willing to léan on the mere tradi-
tions of men, but seek truth wherever it may be found for the truth’s
sake, and which at the same time are inclined to retire from the crumb-
ling altars of outward worship, and approach the shrine of the unseen
rcality. The wisdom that would now speak to the world is that
which relinquishes all superficial authority to repose coufidence in
the divine and unerring teachings of Nature. The expanded spirit
will seek to leave the forms that fude and die. It will ascend beyond
the things that bloom for a season and then pass away, and will be
attracted to the beautiful and ever-living principles which have their
dwelling-place in the heart of the Universe. Infinite and glorious
beyond conception are the realities which exist in Nature ; and these
are not contained in the musty parchmeuts of the past—they are not
embraced within the lids of any earthly history—they are not even
coufined within the limits of those pages which men have long gazed
upon -with blinded reverence, but they gleam forth in those higher,
unwritten revelations that issue from the heart of Deity.

In the preceding remarks, the writer would not undervalue the
importance of facts as connected with any natural truth. While the .
vail of materialism rests on the human mind and sense is made the
standard by-which Reason utters her decisions, it is positively essen-
tial that the world should have evidence of an external nature to dem-
onstrate those realities which are beyond the limit of sensuous per-
ception. But this should not, in the view of the writer, be regarded
as the ultimate for which the soul should seek. acts are simply the
stepping stones that lead to more interior truth. They are not in
themselves the real veality ; they are not the essence of the thing
which they illustrate, but they are uscful only as they teach some
important lesson and give expression to an internal principle. All
phicnomena are the outbirth and illustration of certain established
laws, which laws are attributes of the internal force by which the

[ ]
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former are produced. There is no fact within the sphere of the senses
which does not owe its existence to the unseen energy that lives and
moves beneath the vail of matter. Those effects which are apparent
to the sensuous perceptions, are simply the ulterior results that pro-
ceed from the action of interior causes. Hence if we would approach
the divine reality of Nature—if we would worship at the inward
shrine of the temple, instead of lingering in its outer courts, it is
necessary that the mind should enter within the sphere of external
facts, and commune with the living soul from which these have
derived their birth.

Well do I understand the insufficiency of mere theories, if by theo-
ries are meant the fanciful speculations which have burdened and
darkened the world for ages. But it should be known that there is
something more than what is here comprehended, in the arrange-
ment and classification of eternal principies; for these principles are
not mere passing dreams of the mind—they are not the frail and per-
ishing fabrics of imagination, but they are the immutable and ever-
living expressions of the Divine Mind. Higher than all theorics—
deeper than all human fancy, and more vast than all external forms,
are the silent thoughts of God that live in all his works. These are
the deathless soul of matter—the primary agents that give signifi-
cance and power to all outward effects. 'We may gaze forever on the
beauty of creation—we may bask in the sparkling glories of the Uni- .
verse, and yet we can never commune with the divine and immutable
reality, until we learn the laws by which that beauty is produced,
and approach the fountain from which those glorics flow. The stars
have shone since the morning of Creation’s birth, and for ages they
were viewed externally as ornamecnts on the brow of Night, or as
lamps designed to cheer the durkuoess; but it was not until the true
nature of these orbs was investigated, and until the principles by
which they are governed became comprehended, that they were seen
in all their vast reality, as mighty worlds rolling through the fathon-
less depths of space. So it is with all things clse. The pervading
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law which operates within them—the elements which make their qual-
ity and use, and the interior truths which they reveal to the reason,
counstitute a far higher standard of authority than all the visible
effects which they may outwardly manifest.

To say that the soul has no capacity to investigate or comprehend
the principles of Nature, simply because they are not appreciable to
the senses, is to deny fhe existence of those most godlike powers
which render man, in a peculiar sense, the child of God. It is only
necessary to develop the faculties that are in man—to cultivate the
senses of the soul as well as those of the body, to enable him to search
into interior causes with the same ease and accuracy with which he
now examines external effects. I will write, then, what I feel to be
an important truth, that the great realities of Nature, which have
been long concealed from superficial and materialistic minds, are
capable of being known and undevstood ; for why should not man,
possessing as he does a two-fold nature, enjoy also the two-fold world
of physical and spiritual being? The fact to be lamented is, that
man has not been made conscious of the powers that exist within
" him, or the existence of an inward world; and from this very fact
the hard crust of materialism has been formed to shut out the light
that seeks a passage to the soul. In my view, the great mission of
all true philosophy is to quicken the perceptions of the mind—to
open to its view an unexplored field of truth, and elevate it from the
change and falsity of external things to the bloom and brightness of
eternal realities. And when this mission shall be fully accomplished,
men will make use of external phenomena as the child in its weak-
ness clings to outward objects—not as a final resting-place, but as a
means of attaining to that inward growth and strength which are the
sources of enduring happiness ; and then shall the living traths which
God in all his works is whispering to man, be tested by the reason,
grasped by the inner consciousness, and received into the chambers
of the understanding.

The foundation of a majestic temple is being laid in the earth, A
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mighty voice has spoken, and in obedience to the divine behest the
appointed labor is begun. Sublime and expansive truths disclosed
to the freed spirit, are revealed as the basis of an illimitable struc-
ture. The unseen toilers are at work. They are preparing the way
for the accomplishment of a great design. They are gathering and
arranging the elements of which the temple of truth is to be con-
structed, and on the deep foundation of eternal principles, the beau-
tiful structure is rising to the sky. Men have éought to rear this
temple by employing earthly implements, by buiiding on false foun-
dations, and making use of perishable materials. They have sought
to operate on the mind through the agency of fear; they have
erected towering theories on the basis of fallible writings, and they
have piled up huge masses of uncongenial doctrines on the narrow
platform of sectarian theology. Therefore have men labored unwisely
in the greatest of all works; and the succession of unsuccessful
efforts which they have made to build up the truth, may serve as an
indication of the fact that the means employed are inadequate to the
end proposed. In the work of establishing the divine reality, it is
wise for men to act as followers instead of leaders—as workmen
instead of directors,—listening to the still voice of wisdom that issues
from a higher sphere. Lo! the toilers of heaven invite the workmen
of earth to labor with them. Let the invitation be welcomed and
obeyed—Iet the instructions furnished in wisdom be received, and
then will the brightest hopes of the philanthropist, the divinest
dreams of the prophet, and the highest inspirations of the bard, be
all concentrated and interwoven in one great reality—introduced into
the temple of immortal truth, where both mortals and angels shall
worship forever. R. P. A
NEew-Yorg, July 15, 1853.






THE

BIRTH OF THE UNIVERSE.

CHAPTER 1.
THE BEGINNING,

A subject of vast and majestic proportions is presented to
the view of the interior mind. To see the Universe in its
grand, original birth—to stand on some lofty mount of spirit-
ual light, and look back through the dim vista of .ages to the
period when Chaos began to be resolved into form and order,
is the glorious and ennobling gift of the soul in its expanded
and illuminated condition. The spirit possesses within its
inmost germ the powers of interior perception, which are not
dependent on the limited vision of the externgl eye ; and
hence, when these powers have Been properly exercised and
developed, attaining thus a supremacy over the earth-born ties
of flesh and sense, the soul is enabled to penetrate the mantle
of mystery which has clothed the shadowed segions of the Past,
and disclose the profound realities which embrace the origin
and birth of the Universe.
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In this revealment it will be the design of the author to
make a constant appeal to the reasoning and intuitive faculties
of the human being, while the truths which may be presented
- find their only proper basis in the immutable and divine prin-
ciples of Nature. It is not wise to rear the superstructure of
any system on the foundation of hwman opinions and preju-
dices ; and hence the object to be attained of imparting trath
to the world, will not be sought in any compromise with the
superstitions of by-gone ages, or the prevailing errors of the
present era. The fact is sufficiently evident and can not be
denied, that the world has been chiefly dependent on mere tra-
ditional and mythological accounts for the knowledge which it
claims to possess on the subject of Cosmogony. Therefore, with
all the fanciful shapes of thought which have been evoked from
the gloom of the ancient Night, and with all the revered repos-
itories of sacred lore to which men have been accustomed to
resort for wisdom, the philosophy of Creation continues to pre-
sent a vast and interesting field of investigation, in whose wide
expanse the soul may bask in light celestial and cull flowers of
neverfading beauty. Let, then, the embodied spirits of earth,
listening to the voice of Wisdom, enter by this avenue into the
courts of the Divine Temple. )

* Deep after deep is unfolded to the soul as it gazes into the
unexplored gbyss of Time, and age after age bears its percep-
tions far away into the unfathomable bosom of the Past.
Make thyself strong, O soul, that thou mayst be able to em-
brace in thy conceptions the Original Gterm, from which ali
outward life, and thought, and being were created. But first
it is necessary to pass within the external vail of matter—to
penetrate beneath all outward and superficial forms, since these
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constitute only the visible crust:of creation, and are simply a
combination of primitive elements which emanate from a more
interior source. Then, entering still farther into the sanctuary
of Being, the spirit may perceive matter as it begins to be
resolved into attenuated and refined forms, which at last seem
to almost lose themselves, as it were, in a world of ethereal and
impalpable substance. Following now the path of light that
leads to the inmost chambers of the Divine Mansion, it leaves
" the misty regions of material existence, and, soaring along the
radiant archway of the Infinite, ascends to yet sublimer hights
of being , until it views at last, with faint and wearied vision,
the realm of the original and uncreated Life. In this interior
realm, the physical senses of man would have no action, as they
would fail to comprehend the surrounding reality. The light
of the inner world falls not on the retina of the outward eye ;
the gentle breathings of divine life which are ever blending
here in celestial music, create no vibration that is felt by the
external ear ; but this world, which is the soul of the material
creation, is the world of eternal and imperishable substance,
whose presence only the senses of the spirit could discover, but
from whose germ all exterior formshave had their birth.

To this primary and most interior source, the soul must
repair to commence its investigations with respect to the origin
of existing things. It must be apparent to every reasoning
mind, that the external effects which are perceptible to the
physical senses, must proceed from the action of some invisible
and superior cause. Thus the progressive growth and develop-
ment of vegetable bodies—the unfolding of the tree, the flower,
or the plant, demonstrates the operation of an unseen principle
in connection with refined and imponderable elements of mat-



22 BIRTH OF THE UNIVERSE,

ter. Indeed, the established, process of creation and birth as
manifested in surrounding Nature, is the gradual production of
visible forms from a combination of unseen materials. Hence,
if acting in accordance with reason and analogy, the mind will
seek the origin of all external creations, comprehending the
Universe itself, in that same realm of interior life and being, in
which the causes of all outward and visible effects have even
now their source and dwelling-place. It would doubtless be
painful to many minds even to attempt to soar beyond the
regions of visibility, inasmuch as they have not the developed
strength and perceptive power which are necessary to compre-
hend the realities of the inner universe.., But surely the begin-
ning of creation is not to be arrived at in the external world.
The great springs of life from which the streams of all being
flow, lie deeper than the realm of tangible matter. There are
to be found here only. changeful forms and combinations of ele-
ments ; where shall we go to find the living substance? It
can not be supposed that the Universe has forever existed in
its present state, for the reason that it is now undergoing con-
stant changes, which indicate a progressive development. Then
the mind is compelled to tgace the line of induction back to a
primary source ; and in doing this, it must descend beneath the
crust of all material formations to the sphere of the indwelling
and impalpable Life. '

Let us see if this is not the true and legitimate course of in-
vestigation. Matter which is visible to the external eye, is not
a primitive substance, but exists in a compound form. It is,
therefore, only & combination of constituent elements which
may be resolved again into their simple state. And this is
precisely what must be implied in the act of creation. To cre-
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ate is to form ; to form is to combine ; and to combine is to
produce visible bodies. Elements which are in themselves
unseen and intangible, will, when properly arranged and con-
densed, be made sensible to the eye and the touch. Therefore,
in tracing the origin of external things, it is necessary to fol-
low a process which is the reverse of that of creation, by which
visible substances become resolved into the particles of which
. they are composed, and these particles are again resolved into
their constituent elements, until presented at last in their prim-
itive form. As a familiar illustration of this process, let us take
the substance termed -ice. By an application of heat, which
possesses the power of expanding the particles of matter sub-
Jjected to its influence, this substance speedily becomes changed
into a liquid form, which is known as water. This being still
farther decomposed by a continuation of the same process, is
resolved into a vapgry element which appears as steam or mist.
Then by a yet closer chemical analysis, which may be obtained
through the instrumentalities of Science, this new formation is
changed into insensible gasses, which evidently form the real
basis of the substance with which our investigation com-
meneed.

Thus all visible matter is capable of being divided and sub-
divided by the analysis of Chemistry, until its particles, ceasing
to exist in a compound form, can be neither seen nor felt by
the senses. But with all this division and sub-division—go as
far a8 we may into the depths of ethereality, matter can never
be traced to absolute nothing ; for matter is composed of ele-
ments, and these elements, though they could be sub-divided to
infinity, would still exist,—so that, in accordance with a promi-
nent principle of natural philosophy, no particle of any substance
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that ever existed in the universe, can ever be destroyed. The
supposition would be obviously absurd, therefore, that the Uni-
verse was created from nothing, because it clearly can never be
resolved back to this, and no substance can be derived from that
to which it may not return. But matter can be traced to the
simple elements of which its outward forms are composed, and
from which these, in their various states of combination, were
originally produced ; and when it is considered . that these ele-
‘ments make the original basis of all material bodies, the reason-
ing mind will at once perceive that they, in their primary and
ultimated form, must constitute the source from which the Uni-
verse was evolved.

At this point, however, it may be asked, ‘“ what is the ulti-
mate form of matter to which the origin of all lower forms is
to be referred ?” This inquiry presents the very problem
whose solution will lead the mind girectly fo the original foun-
tain of being. In order that this solution may be lucid and
satisfactory, it will be wise to refer, as an illustration, to the
analysis and ultimation_of matter as presented in the constitu-
tion of man. Besides being in itself a miniature universe, in
which all the elements and materials that compose the earth
are contained, the human body is in reality a ckemical labora-
tory, in which, through & beautiful and natural process, matter
is sublimated to its most refined and perfect form. For
instance, food is introduced into the stomach—this is compar-
atively gross matter. Acted upon by the acideous fluids of
the system, this substance undergoes a certain chemical change
and becomes gradually resolved into its component elements.
In .the primary stages of this process, those elements are
evolved which, from their intrinsic nature, are prepared to
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assimilate with the osseous and muscular portions of the body.
By a continuation of the same chemical action, the more inte-
rior elements of the original substance are attracted to the
nervous system, and so enter into the composition of the brain ;
and then in the last analysis a subtile and refined essence is
evolved, which, from a natural affinity, is united with the
indwelling spirit as the essential nutriment whereby this
becomes matured and perfected, in correspondeénce with the
growth and development of the body. Thus in the chemical
changes which matter undergoes in the human system, it is
found to be in its ultimated form only when it becomes suffi-
ciently refined to enter into the composition of spirés, this
being the last and highest point to be attained in the chemis-
try of nature. )

To fully profit by this illustration, the reader should prop~
erly appreciate the fact, that, by an analysis similar to that
which is constantly going on in the human structure, the ele-
ments of the Universe would be finally resolved into the
essence of spirit as their original and ultimated form. So from
the things which are seen, the mind may look back into the
depths of the past eternity, and there recognize as the spurce
of all material creations, the supreme and eternal Soul. And
this was the Beginning. 1t is in the very nature of the sub-
stance which forms the basis of existing things, that the first
unfoldings of created being are to be properly sought. There
is no special period in the whole course of former ages, which
could be pointed to as the time when creation commenced,
but this commencement pertains to the primitive germ from
which all matter has been progressively derived. Time in itself
has no beginuing and no end. Infinity on infinity bears the
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soul back into the depths of the past, while eternity on eter-
nity, in an interminable series, carries it far away into the
bosom of the future. Often in thus gazing into the depths of
time, the soul has returned wearied and perplexed, because it
could find no resting place on which to repose ; and then it has
scanned the wide expanse of matter—where to the conception
of the earthly mind there is no limit—and it has felt the weak-
ness and insufficiency of its own powers amid the majesty of
revolving worlds. Is there, then, no point in the vast realm
of Time and Nature, on which the-soaring thought may rest ?
There is. .God is the beginning of Time and the center of Nature.
In the distant ages of the past—back to the farthest point
which the human mind can reach—the soul may rest on God ;
and deep within the very heart of space—beneath the most
refined essences of the Universe, the Great Spirit has his seat
and throne.




CHAPTER II.
THE ORIGINAL GERM.

In order to commence & course of consistent reasoning on
the subject of the primitive origin of matter, the mind must .
necessarily seek, not simply some original source of Power, but
also sore uncreated fountain of materials from which the myr-
iad currents of life proceed. The idea of mere force will not
account for the existence of created forms. Something must
have existed in the beginning on which force could operate, in
order that material organizations might be created. For this
reason it is apparently absurd to affirm that in the beginning
there was no substance apart from simple power, and that
accordingly the universe was created out of nothing. Mere
force acting alone and having no connection with any elements
or substances on which its influence might be exerted, could
not possibly produce any external effects, It is evident that
from nothing, nothing can be produced ; and the result would
be precisely the same if infinite power were the acting agent.
Indeed no power, however great, could be outwardly mani-
fested in any manner, without the presence of something to be
affected by its movements. Motion and matter are the sole
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parents of all outward effects.* Neither can exist without the
other, and both are necessary in the production of every visible
form. Hence it appears that the original germ of being could
not have been power or motion alone, but also a repository of
materials, which were capable of being acted upon, moved and
arranged, in accordance with the controlling movements of the
indwelling force. .
These suggestions have relation to the Original Soul as the
source from which all created forms are supposed to be derived.
In its conception of the Divine Being, the human mind has
been liable, by regarding Him as a mere force, to lose sight
of the real substantiality of his nature. It should be ob-
served that, though Glod is a spirit, He must be likewise a sub-
stance, else He could have no positive existence as an entity.
Hence there must be comprehended in the Divine constitution
not merely power, as this term is commonly understood, but
likewise matter, through which only as a medium the former can
be manifested and expressed. In accordance with this truth, the
mind has to conceive that the First Cause represented matter
in its most simple form, containing within itself the elements
and forces necessary to the production of all other forms, in
order to perceive the reality that in the depths of his nature is
contained the primitive germ of being. The rational and con-
sistent mind will not seek to avoid the acknowledgment of this
reality. There is indeed no other view of this subject which
can be fully reconciled with the inductions of reason. To say
that visible matter has existed from eternity is absurd, because

* By the term ¢ matter,’’ as here used, is of course signified simply substance, whether
physical or spiritual ; so that the idea of Divine agency is not excluded in the g 1
expression.
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it is evident that this is a compound and therefore a derived
substance, existing merely as a combination of simple and so
invisible elements, which are apparently undergoing constant
changes in their relations to each other. It would be likewise
absurd to affirm that these simple elements had an existence
apart from the Divine Mind as a foreign and independent sub-
stance, because in this case there would have existed from
eternity two separate primal causes or germs of being, both
acting on different principles, possessed of different natures,
and producing different classes of effects,—all of which is en-
tirely inconsistent with the established unity, order, and har-
mony that are clearly manifested in the visible Universe. If
the perfect line of causation which is laid down in the system
of Nature be properly traced, the mind will be led irresistibly
to the ong Spirit-Fountain as the primal Germ ; and it may
be egsily perceived that this Germ comprehends the power by
which the process of creation was carried on, for the very rea-
son that it contained within itself the substance from which the
universal system was evolved.

Gazing, then, through the long line of distant ages, the
earthly mind, prepared by previous investigations, may behold
in the inconceivable depths of eternity the primary Germ of
Creation’s life. In this indefinite and undefinable period—
even the beginning of eternity—there are perceived to be no
external creations, not even a form or substance which sense
could comprehend ; but, as the last analysis and ultimate form
of matter, there is viewed the expansive Soul of the illimitable
immensity—a sublimated form of spiritual intelligence restiug
in the bosom of the infinite space. Here was the original
substance from which the universal system of Nature was
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brought forth into the order, beauty and harmony that now pre-
vail, and from which also it was formed, arranged and per-
fected in accordance with eternal and unchanging laws. This
substance, which represents matter in its primitive state, forms
now the interior essence of all existing things ; it is the pervad-
ing motion and life of Nature—the heart from whose rapid
and powerful pulsations flow out the streams of light and beauty
through all the arteries of Creation. In this essence of the
existing Universe is the real being of the Universe—the being
which lived in the unlimited Beginning. It should be remem-
bered that external forms are simply the embodiment and rep-
resentative of interior elements, and that these elements must
be necessarily dependent on an original and spiritual essence
as the source from which they are derived. Therefore it is
not wise to consider external things as the real substance of
-which Nature is formed ; but it is wise to look beneath
the vail of outward matter, and view—in the unexplored
regions of the creative Life—the divine and eternal Re-
Avrry, of which creation itself is but a visible outhirth. Thus
in its deep searchings for the Original Gern of being, the soul
is led back through all the intricacies, combinations, and
changes of materfal forms, to the vortex of the Divine Mind.
To this point the mind is naturally led by the attractive influ-
ence of the existing reality which it seeks to grasp. In gazing
on the effects which are visible to the external eye, man can
readily conceive of the nature of the cause by which they are
produced,—so far at least as to recognize in this cause a source
of primary intelligence. By looking at the mechanism of his
own mind, he may discover that intelligence is dependent on
the refined substance that exists within the brain ; and so by
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employing this fact as an illustration, he may consistently
regard the intelligent First Cause as a fountain or repository
of corresponding substauce ; and in this wanner the concep-
tion is rendered rational and clear, that the Deity contained in
himself the first simple, eternal and elementary form of matter,
from which grosser and more external forms have been pro-
gressively evolved in the process of creation.

But the critical and analytical mind may inquire, How came
this Original Glerm to exist at all 7—in other words, how could
matter in any form exist without being created ! To compre-
hend the proper answer to this inquiry, let the questioner
endeavor to become inwardly couscious of the unchanging real-
ities of being  According to that which s, and eternally must
be, it is impossible for wothing to exist. The highest intelli-
gence in the Universe can not comprehend nothing, inasmuch
a8 no mind can even commence to act without conceiving some-
thing as a subjective object ; and it must be evident that what
the highest intelligence can not couceive, has, and can have, no
real existence, since this, as the primary and ultimate essence
of being, comprehends all lower forms. Therefore, if nothing
could not exist, something must have existed from eternity.
Moreover this something must have filled the immeasurable
infinitude ;—it must indeed have constituted space itself, as no
defined limits can be affixed to that substance which forms the
essential essence of existence. It is well and generally known
that there are some things which exist as philosophical necessi-
ties ; for instance, eternity, or the passage of successive mo-
ments, and iufinity, or the being of successive atoms. These
things are not created—they exist independently of any ante-
cedent power, aud are because they must be in order to consti-
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tute being. Accordingly the original essence which formed the
substance of infinity, existed as & necessity in the eternity of
the past,—which can be conceived as easily as the eternity of
the future. Thus the existence of matter may be comprehended
a8 an eternal fact. In this case there was no alternative.
Since nothing could not exist, something must be ; and this
prilnitive something was obviously that substance to which all
existing matter is capable of being resolved,—or, in other
terms, a spiritual essence. It is not necessary in order to com-
prehend this statement, that the soul should be swallowed up
in the boundlessness of the past, for the same original sub-
stance even now pervades the fields of immensity, aud is viewed
by the interior vision as the first and last reality of Nature.
Thus it is found to be an absolute necessity which made the
existence of spirit-matter, as withoat this there could be no
space.

This subtile and all-pervading essence of which space is
formed, was, in a broad and general sense, the original germ
of creation. With respect to nature this germ was a unity,
though it comprehended the limitless infinitude. In other
words, there could have been but one substance from which, as
a_primitive source, the harmounious and unitary effects of crea-
tion proceeded. But though this substance was the aLL—the
original hasis of being—the essence, in fact, from which all
matter has had its birth, yet this was possessed of certain pow-
ers, qualities, and characteristics which were inherent in its
nature. Desides the necessity of simple being, there were other
necessities by which this being was modified and controlled.
‘What these necessities were, need not be a matter of mere con-
jecture, since they are clearly set forth and manifested in the
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forces, tendencies, and principles which are exhibited in Nature.
For instance, it is positively certain that the primitive essence
was possessed of motion, as otherwise motion could not have
been communicated to the grosser materials which have been
derived from this source ; and this motion existed as an eter-
nal necessity, because it could not be ‘created by any power
not possessed of the same principle, and hence could not be
referred to amy first cause in which motion did not exist.
Again, it is equally certain that the uncreated essence con-
tained entelligence ; for, as intelligence is the ultimate principle
of the most perfect created form, this must have a correspond-
ence as an end with the nature of the creative cause; or, to
render the proposition more clear, intelligence as an ultimate
creation could only be derived from a source that is itself intel-
ligent ; and this primary intelligence was also a necessity, inas-
much as, it being itself an ultimate, there is no power superior
to this by which it could be created, and to suppose the exist-
ence of any cause back of this, would be to commence a chain
of causation that would lead into infinity.

But there is another consideration. Not only motion as
a primary principle, and intelligence as an ultimated fact,
were comprehended by necessity in the nature of original mat-
ter, but likewiig for;n,"including series and degrees, existed as .
an eternal hasi® on which might rest the progressive develop-
ment of all other forms. Without form there can b & intel-
ligence, the latter being dependent on the former. The most
refined snbstance in being, though it should possess in itself all
the essential elements of intelligence, could never manifest this
property, except the substance referred to be so arranged as to
jorm g definite and complete system ; and the reason is, that
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without the orderly arrangement which such a system would
give, there could be no method in the action of the supposed
substance, and consequently motion would tend toward no de-
finable end. It may be stated, therefore, that form as the
parent of intelligence, existed eternally by a necessity as abso-
lute as that which belongs to being itself. Moreover, within
this eternal and self-existent form, were included, as before
mentioned, series and degrees, these being necessary to consti-
tute the plane of development along which all created forms
are ever advancing toward perfection. The very fact that
the principle of progression now exists and is universally
manifested in Nature, proves conclusively that this was inher-
ently established in the substance from which Nature was
evolved ; and hence the philosophical and far-seeing mind will
regard this substance as a form containing in itself a series of
gradations or different degrees of refinement, on which, as a
necessity, the prevailing law of progression is dependent.

In thus tracing the beautiful chain of truth back to the infi-
nite source of being, the reasoning mind will now be naturally
drawn towards the central and sunlike Soul, which, in the most
" strict and radical sense, constitutes the Original Germ. The
vast expanse of spiritual substance extending through immen-
sity, was possessed of those inherent qualities and principles by
which it was rendered a complete and perfect system, the whole
leading in majestic gradations toward the ever-attractive

“ Magnet of the universe,
Round whom all spirits tremble, and towards whom
All tend.”
Motion existed in the refined essence of space ; and this, con-
forming to an established and systematic order, and tending
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toward a fixed and definite end, produces intelligence. Intelli- |
gence, therefore, is the flower of form and motion ; and since:
form exists in gradational degrees of refincment, and motion;
tends naturally in the direction of these degrees, this intelli
gence as the ultimate produced, must be an attribute or effect
of the spiritual essence in its most highly sublimated and con-
centrated form, which is, in other language, the Divine Mind.

So matter, pervaded by the principle of motion, becomes ulti- 2

mately resolved into mind,—not that mind is created by this
process, but that it represents the highest form in which matter
can exist. Mind is the sum and perfection of that substance
which, in a more outward sphere, exists in its elementary or
rudimental state ; and therefore it appears that the soul of the
Divine Being comprises the Alpha and Omega of existence—
the central Sun in which the essence of all matter dwells, and
around which the circling realm of space revolves. Hence
from the beginning of eternity, this great Soul existed as the
Germ of being; and in this Germ were reposited all the ele-
ments and materials which enter into the composition of worlds
and make up the existing system of the Universe. '
To bring the truth here stated more fully to the comprehen-
sion of the reader, it will be wise to illustrate its force and sig-
nificance by reference to certain mathematical principles, which
.will be recognized as an established reality. Let it be observed
that all numbers are derived from a umity, and, when separated
into their component parts, are resolved back to this root.
For instance, the number fen i3 but a combination of units, or
the multiplication of so many omes. And however great may
be the range of numerical figures, it can proceed from only one
starting-point, as it has its origin in but one basis. 'The unit
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i3 the germ of all numbers, and from this they may be expanded
into absolute infinitude. Now, in applying this illustration,
let it be supposed that the Divine Mind is the Unit—the ONE
—from which all the inconceivable combinations of spaee are
formed. Then the substance which pervades immensity, though
it may exist in myriad different forms, and states, and degrees,
is ultimately resolved into this one primary germ, on the same
principle which governs the science of numbers—the uniz being
the basis of infinity. )

With the use of the same illustration, we are also enabled to
conceive of the definite relations which subsisted between Mat-
ter and Spirit, as these were included in the original substance.
It should be distinctly understood, as it is emphatically true,
that both matter and spirit have existed from eternity as neces-
sities, and that these, as to the primitive essence which forms
their common basis, are essentially one. To show this ac-
cording to the preceding illustrations, suppose a line of numer-
cal figures extending from the unit to a hundred. The unit would
represent Spirit as a germ or starting-point, and the figures—
even though they should be infinitely multiplied—would repre-
sent Matter as different combinations of the same element that
forms the germ. Thus it may be seen that Matter compre-
hends Spirit, and indeed is made up of this as a large number is
composed of units ; and at the same time it should be known
also that Spirit pervades every portion of Matter, as the unit
is contained in every number larger than itsclf. While, then,
the Divine Mind existed as the eternal germ or unit, this may
be called Spirit, and while space represented different combi-
nations of the essence of this germ, this may be termed Mat-
ter ; the one being the focalized and sublimated point in all
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existence, and the other being the forms, dégrees and stages in
which the substance of this point may exist,—yet both eternal,
essential, and united, mingling forever in beautiful harmony to
make the perfect melody of Creation.

As an inference from these truths, it may be properly men-
tioned in this connection that the organized intelligence termed
God, is not, in a strict and ahsolute sense, infinite as to extent
and quantity of being, the reason of which will be readily ap-
prehended by. the philosophical mind. It is only necessary to
view the subject in the light of natural principles instead of the
darkness of theological prejudice, in order to perceive the real-
ity of this thought. Intelligence, it is conceded, results from
an organization of elements ; this organization must from its
very nature be characterized by form ; and form, being neces-,
sarily described by certain outlines, either defined or conceiv-
* able, can not be strictly infinite. Since, therefore, the Su-
preme Mind is an intelligence those very being is based on' a
certain arrangement of clements resulting in form, it follows
that this is not infinite in itself as an absolute reality, though
it may be so in a relative sense to all lesser minds. This idea
is significantly illustrated in the relations that exist between
different forms and beings in the sphere of human observation.
For instance, the expanse of the majestic ocean is to the'tiny
fish that swims in its depths apparently infinite, since within
the range of its narrow vision the moving elements have no
bounds ; but to the being that resides on a higher plane of
development and occupies a position which is above and beyond
the ocean, this mighty world of waters; though infinite to its own
inhabitants, is known to be really limited in extent. So also
the minute beings—the animalculee—that dwell in the rivers
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of the human blood flowing through all the veins and arteries
of the body, might, were they possessed of intelligence, regard
the world in which they live as iufinite ; but to the man who
comprises the whole of which these are only minute and insignifi-
cant parts—who can comprehend the bulk and extent of his
own being and look forth beyond himself on other surrounding
forms, his body is really so far from beiug an infinitude as to
appear almost an atom in immensity. Let now the illustra-
tion be applied. We who are but parts of the Divine Being
as the animalcule are but parts of the human system, may
regard that Being in whom we move and have existence, as an
absolute infinity—because to our limited conceptions there seemns
to be no boundary by which the great Intelligence can be cir-
camseribed ; but to the Divine Being himself, who is supposed
to comprehend his own nature as man can understand the pe-
culiarities of the physical body, his constitution is not abso-
lutely and literally infinite, or; as this would imply, without
individuality and organization ; since even He can look forth
beyond himself on the all-expanding sphere of less perfected
substance, in which le lives and breathes.

It should be kiown that the Positive Mind resided eternally
in & world of corresponding substance, even as Man is sur-
rounded with the beauties of an appropriate sphere. But the
world which corresponds with the nature of this Being, may
not be measured by the powers of the human mind. Within
she vast and illimitable sphere of the Divinity, there is no begin-
ning and no end. Infinity in space is as essential as eternity
in time, and both extend heyond the comprehension of mortals.
Yet as eternity is made up of moments, so infinity is composed
of atoms, it being an unending combination or continuity of
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these atoms which is termed space, whose soul and sun are
God. Thus eternity was in the beginning as eternity is now,
inconceivable but real, and so infinity was then, as infinity is
now, incomprehensible but necessary. Moment after moment
makes the deep of endless years, while atom after atom com-
poses the expanse of endless space. Picture then to thyself, O
soul, a boundless immensity of substance inconceivably refined,
within whose bosom is enshrined the Divine Soul. Feel now
that God is the perfected essence from which the human spirit
is itself created—that his very being is composed of that living
fire of which thou art but a feeble spark, and then see in him,
together with the unlimited realm by which He is surrounded,
the pure well-spring from which all the streams of universal
life have flowed—the self-existent and productive seed from
which the flower of creation has bloomed in beauty.

What has been referred to as the Central Germ of being, is
not only eternal and indestructible in its nature, but likewise
fixed and perfect, in its form and essence. It is a sun of spir-
itnal light and fire which contains, in a concentrated and per-
fected state, the elements of immensity. This, therefore, was
and is the positive and controlling power in the infinite system
of being, from which an irresistible and life-giving influence
flowed ever out into the bosom of space, and toward which all
things are ever tending by the force of a necessary and all-power-
ful attraction. In this manner were created, as may be seen, two
forces or currents, one of which is constantly flowing from, and
the other as constantly returning to, the Divine Germ. By
virtue of the positive relation which this germ sustains to all-
existing substance, it naturally throws off an emanation or
atmosphere as an effect of the sublime and unceasing motion
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which is a principle of its existence ; and so, on the other
hand, by virtue of the same relation, it naturally attracts to
itself as the magnet attracts particles of steel, all snitable and
homogeneous elements, or, to speak more correctly, draws from
all directions that portion of the universal substance which, by
refinement, has been prepared to assimilate with its own nature.
These currents or tendencies, it is perceived, correspond with
the centripetal and centrifugal forces whose action is rendered
apparent in the movements of the heavenly bodies, causing
them to revolve in circles of greater or less perfection. Hence
in the operation of these two forces as connected with the orig-
inal condition of matter, the entire mass of refined substance
within the sphere of the primary Germ, was caused naturally to
assume a circular motion around this as a center ; and this mo-
tion being more or less rapid and intense, in proportion to the
distance from the center, the substance thereby affected was
accordingly resolved into different states or spheres of refine-
ment in the same proportion, these expanding and widening in
every direction as brilliant circles of light, until they become
merged and lost as it were in the ocean of immeunsity.

The reality which is here expressed will be found to corres-
pond with the priuciples that govern the existing constitution
of things. From the revelations of Science it appears asa
probable certainty, that the entire system of the Universe rep-
resents a connected series of concentric circles or spheres, all
of which revolve around some distant and unknown center in
the immensity of space. This fact may be recognized as a suit-
able index to a more interior reality. The movement of the
planetary bodies in their several orbits around the sun, and the
movement of suns in all their inconceivable splendor around a
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parent-sun of still greater magnitude, should be viewed only as
an external manifestation of the same immutable and eternal
principles, by which matter in its refined and spiritual essence
was arranged in circling spheres that surrrounded the central
Germ of being. In this instance we are'not without a reason- -
able data on which to base our conclusions. From the effects
which are every where apparent to the external view, may be
easily traced an analogy which will reveal the effects that were
produced previous to the formation of material bodies, since
the operating laws in both cases must have been essentially the
same. Thus if it is found that the gross matter of the Uni-
verse, consisting of planets, suns, and systems, is subjected to a
circular movement by the action of two forces proceeding from
a common center, the inductive mind will readily perceive that
the primitive elements of which this matter is composed, must
inevitably have manifested a similar effect as represented in
graditional circles, this being a consequence attendant on the
inflowing and outflowing influences of the great Spiritual Sun.

It is possible to illustrate the manner in which these circles
are formed, by referring to a simple, yet beautiful analogy in
Nature. Let the reader stand by the side of a still, calm lake,
whose waters are unruffled and serene while the zephyrs sleep.
Now take from the shore a pebble—toss it forth on the bosom
of the water, and carefully note the result. You will observe
that there occurs a peculiar movement of the water commenc-
ing at the point where the pebble falls, and continuing as far
as the motive power extends,—which movement will be mani-
fested by a series of complete circles, one succeeding the other
and expanding from the center of motion, until the last wave
reaches the shore on which you stand. Will you now seek to
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understand the principle on which this effect is produced ?
This may be found by carefully analyzing the nature of the
producing cause. The pebble thrown into the lake communi-
cates its own motion to the water, causing its elements to be
repelled in every direction from the spot where it was intro-
duced. At the same time, however, that the pebble in its
descent displaces and disturbs the water, it produces by this
means a temporary vacuiim in the same, so that, in the effort
to regain an equilibrium, the recuperative power becomes
equally as strong as the repelling force ; and thus between the
two currents flowing in both directions from and to the center
of motion, the movement of the water is rendered circular, on
a principle nearly analogous to that by which the planets of
the solar system are caused to revolve around their parent-sun.
The significance of this illustration may be readily perceived,
as relates to its bearing on the formation of the spiritual
spheres, to which allusion has been made ; this distinction, how-
ever, being borne in mind, that the action of the pebble is but
momentary and will soon cease, while the action of the Divine
Mind is eternal and must be attended with corresponding
results.

From the foregoing reasonings and illustrations, it will be
apparent that the substance of infinity was not entirely a mass
of chaotic elements, but that on the contrary it ultimated in a
form which is the most simple and natural, and at the same
time most perfect, of any which the mind can conceive. But
this form had no localized or independent position in relation
to space, because it was a portion of space itsclf. So the eir-
cles or spheres of which this form was composed, were not
placed within each other on the same parallel plane, like the
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rings of Saturn, but represented successive degrees of refine-
ment and sublimation tending to a common center, one being
the interior of the other by virtue of its increased purity, yet
having no established place or position, except as relates to its
nearness to, or remoteness from, the interior Sun. There is
but one point, therefore, on which the soul can rest in its con-
ceptions of infinity, and that is the great Soul of space—the
Original Germ, which men term God. From this Soul radiates
in every direction the divine light of which its very being is
composed, and around this expands in circling spheres that liv-
ing substance which makes its universal home. Let, then, the
mind first endeavor to conceive of Gtod as the germinal soul
of being, which is a substance infinitely more refined than
any form of external matter, and t6 be conceived of as the
centralized and sublimated essence of Intelligence. In this
conception the mind is furnished with a basis on which its
thoughts may peacefully repose ; and here too is presented a
starting-point, from which it may extend its researches into the
depths of the surrounding expanse, until at last, soaring in an
aimless flight, it becomes almost swallowed up in the boundless
infinitude,—even ag also, commencing with the unit, it may be
lost in the computation of inconceivable numbers.

At this point in the discussion of the present subject, it may
be well to present & brief and comprehensive summary of the
conclusions which may be entertained as the result of princi-
ples disclosed ; especially as in these conclusions is contained
the basis on which the process of reasoning to be hereafter
unfolded, is chiefly dependent.

1. Space is a universal, all-pervading, and infinite substance
—a substance which, though inappreciable to the outer senses,
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contains the elements of those hidden and mysterious forces,
whose effects are apparent in the visible movements of Nature.

2. The substance termed space was eternally pervaded with
the principle of motion ; this principle, acting inf the direction
of a definite end, ultimated in the coéxistent flower of inelli-
gence ; and this intelligence, being attained through successive
series and degrees of refinement, was by an equal necessity con-
nected with form ; so that motion, intelligence and form were
the essential characteristics of primitive being.

8. As motion was an eternal principle in the pervading
essence of immensity, so intelligence as the ultimate of motion,
attained through the medium of ascending gradations, was a
quality belonging to this essence in its most concentrated,
refined and intensified state ; and this essence in its perfected
form, being arranged in the complete organization on which
intelligence depends, constituted the sun and vortex of the
great Positive Mind,

4. Existing eternally in the depths of space as the highest
form and state of the one pervading substance, the Positive
Mind was the center of circling spheres of radiance, which ex-
tended in every direction as far as its own radiating and attract-
ing power could reach, mingling at last with the infinite sea of
light where motion is resolved into its most simple form.

5. All space begins and ends in its own central Soul as
above denoted ; and from this. Soul, encircled by the spheres
evolved by its inherent forces, were progressively developed all

- the external creations of the surrounding Universe.

In these conclusions is presented an exceedingly simple and
natural view of the original basis or germ of material existence.
It is true that there exists much difficulty in embodying in lan-
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guage the conceptions that pertain to a realm of intangible
being, which lies not within the boundaries of the sensuous vis-
ion. Yet the realities expressed will make their appeal to the
highest intuitions of the soul. Standing on the surface of the
visible creation, we can behold the sparkling streams of life
that gush up from the invisible depths of being ; and we are
then almost forced to recognize the fact, that all external
forms have sprung from the elements of a hidden power, and
that even the worlds in their majestic glory, are but shining
bubbles floating on the bosom of the Divine Fountain. To
find the germ, therefore, of material creations, we must look
beneath the creations themselves ; yea, we must look beneath
the very space in which these exist, for space is not a mere
empty void, but it is an imperishable substance forming as it
were the foundation on which the temple of Nature has been
reared ; and then descending beneath this through successive
degrees of unfolding, we arrive at last to a perception of the
inmost, sunlike Spirit.



CHAPTER IIL

PHILOSOPHY OF CREATION.

THE special design of this Chapter will be to consider some
of the cosmological theories on which the Philosophy of Crea-
tion has been based by different minds, and thus to show by
contrast the beauty of those higher realities to which reference
has been made in the preceding portions of this work. Itis
evident that the original state of matter is not presented in the
aspect of surrounding things. The myriad forms of beanty
that adorn the earth and heavens, point distinctly to a previ-
ous period when the present constitution of Nature began to
exist. And the manifestations of progressive development
* which are everywhere apparent in the expanse of being, render
it obvious that the present form and arrrangement of the Uni-
verse have not existed from eternity, but have been derived
from a combination of materials existing anteriorly in a differ-
ent state of refinement and perfection. Therefore the inquiry
arises in every investigating mind, whence came the first dawn
of Creation’s morning ?—whence originated those primitive
materials from which innumerable systems of worlds have been
ushered into being ?

<
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In attempting to solve this problem, the philosophers of all
ages have exerted their strongest powers of analysis and inves-
tigation ; and, as a consequence to be anticipated, several dif-
ferent hypotheses have been formed on the subject, which,
though they may not prove to be satisfactory in themselves,
are nevertheless indications of much profound thought on the
part of their authors. The first theory which should be noticed
in this connection is that of the eternity of matter. This, as it
appears from historical records, has quite an ancient origin,
and may be traced through most of the schools of Greece.
“If,” says a noted writer, ““ we search into the systems of all
the ancient schools of philosophy, amid an infinite variety of
different opinions in other respects, we find them, perhaps with-
out an exception, concurring in a belief of the eternity of mat-
ter, or that general substance which constitutes the visible
world around us ; which was sometimes conceived to be intél-
ligent in many of its corpuscles, and unintelligent in the rest,
as was taught by Democritus, sometimes intelligent as a whole,
though unintelligent in its separate parts, as taught both by
Aristotle and Plato ; and sometimes unintelligent in all its
* parts and particles, whether united or digjoined, which formed
the dogma of Epicurus. Under some modification or other,
however, the doctrine of the eternity of matter appears to
have been universal among .the philosophers of ancient na-
tions.”

This hypothesis is one which we might suppose would be
naturally first generated in the contemplations of materialistic
minds. Viewing external matter as comprehending the entire
realm of being, and having no conception of the existence of
an essence more refined than the particles of which matter is



48 BIRTH OF THE UNIVERSE.

composed, they were in a measure compelled to regard that as
eternal, which they were unable to trace to a more sublimated
source. The theory here referred to, therefore, is a good rep-
resentative of the materialism of the age in which it originated.
‘When the mind ascends to a spiritual plane of thought, it can
easily perceive the difficulties with which such a theory is beset.
Maitter, in all its visible and tangible forms, is constantly un-
dergoing the process of change. Even the very particles which
make up its whole, become etherealized into an impalpable
substance which extends beyond the reach of the senses. For
this reason matter can not be eternal in its tangible or com-
pound state, as otherwise it could not be reduced to an inap-
preciable form. But when we come to ascertain the primitive
and substantial basis of matter, extending our view beyond its
temporary and changing forms to the refined and spiritual
essence into which it is capable of being resolved, we can rec-
ognize the fact that this alone has an eternal existence, as the
medium through which the Divine intelligence is expressed,
and through which also all external matter is moved and gov-
erned.

To assert the absolute eternity of matter in any other sense
than this, is to make a theory which can not stand the test of
reason. The difficulties which li¢ in the way of such a theory,
are ably set forth by the author before alluded to, as follows ;
“We may regard matter as essentially and eternally intelligent,
or as essentially and eternally unintelligent; as essentially
intelligent in its several parts, or as essentially intelligent as a
whole, The dilemma is equal in all these cases. Matter can
not be intelligent as a whole, without being intelligent in every
atom, for a concourse of unintelligent atoms can never produce
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intelligence ; but if it be intelligent in every atom, then are we
perpetually meeting with unintelligent compounds resulting
from intelligent elements. If, again, matter be essentially eter-
nal, but at the same time essentially unintelligent, both sepa-
rately and collectively, then, an intelligent principle being
traced in the world, and even in man himsclf, we are put into
possession of two coéternal independent principles, destitute of
all relative connection and common medium of action.” It will
be observed that the theory which this reasoning is designed to
explode, proposes to remove the necessity of any Divine agency
in the work of creation. This, however, only shows the ten-
dencg' of the human mind to extremes, when its exalted intui-
tions are not unfolded. Rejecting all conception of a Being
which the senses can not comprehend, it blindly ascribes to
gross and senseless matter, the very qualities which can alone
exist in a supreme Intelligence. :

But if the material theory of creation represents an extreme,
it is not more so than the prevalent theological hypothesis on
this subject. The proposition contained in this hypothesis is,
that all the various forms of the visible Universe have been
created by the Divine Being from absolute nothing. When it
is said in the Primitive Record, that “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth,” it is supposed that, previ-
ous to their introduction into being, the illimitable expanse
was simply an empty and unbroken void, which contained not
even the least particle of any substance whatever ; and that
from this vast but exceedingly unsubstantial source, the Divine
Will, in ts great omnipotence, brought forth the innumerable
forms that fill immensity. In accordance with this theory, Dr.
John Mason Good, who may be recognized as one of its prom~
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inent advocates, offers the following remarks :*—* So far from
intimating any absurdity in the idea that matter may be cre-
ated out of nothing by the interposition of an almighty intelli-
gence, reason seems, on the contrary, rather to point out to us
the possibility of an equal creation out of nothing of ten thou-
sand other substances, of which each may be the medium of
life and happiness to infinite orders of beings. . . . . . Matter,
then, we are compelled to regard as a substance created out of
nothing by an intelligent first cause ; himself immaterial, self-
existent, eternal, and alore.” Now the mind that is true to
the order and wisdom of nature, will perceive that the proposi-
tion here advanced, that something can spring from nothing,
involves a self-contradiction and impossibility. But exclaims
our author, *“ This is only to argue in a circle ; for why is it a
self-contradiction, or an impossibility 77 The answer is, that
the proposition is contrary to the first principles of reason—
that it overthrows the very basis qn which reason begins to
act, and hence that it is known to be absurd in the same man-
ner as the affirmation that two and two make six would be
known to be so. If the science of numbers be correctly estab-
lished, then nought multiplied by itself, or by any given num-
ber, will produce nought ; and this process might be contin-
ued to infinity with the same result. 'We may safely presume,
. then, that a whole infinitude of nothing would be insufficient
for the production of a single form of matter.

/It may be said indeed that Deity is omnipotent, and hence
can produce such results as He desires, without reference to
any impossibilities conceived by earthly minds. But eyen the
omnipotence of Deity can not act in contrariety to absolute

® Good’s Book of Nature, page 32.
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necessities, or in violation of the established principles of being ;
and therefore that omnipotence might be exercised on nothing-
through eternity, and, because it acts alone, it would remain
alone,—because it is associated with no object, it would
produce no effect. Besides, in the theory under consideration,
the mind is required to grasp that which lies entirely beyond
its reach. 1t is impossible, as before explained, to conceive of
nothing. The attempt to do this is at once productive of men-
tal confusion, There must first be established some basis o
which the mind may rest, or it can not think. The soul, being
a substance in itself, must have something on which to act, oth-
erwise its powers can not be exercised. Hence the idea of
absolute nothing constituting the empty void of space, can
never be comprehended by the human mind, inasmuch as every
eonception which it is able to form, implies by necessity an
entity to be conceived. It is useless and unreasonable, there-
fore, to affirm that the Universe was derived from nothing,
when the mind has really no power to conceive of such an origin.

Baut it is still further evident that no substance can originate
from nothing, because there are contained in this no elements,
essences, or forces from which matter may be derived. All
substances, whether visible or invisible, must be formed ‘of ne-
cessity from some preéxistent germ, in which their constituent
elements are embosomed in an undeveloped state. This lesson
is clearly unfolded in the process by which all forms are pro-
duced on the earth. The plant, the flower, and the tree are
developed from the elements and forces existing in the seed
from which they originate. Without some original germ
from which to spring, these forms could never have been cre-
ated. And so the very law by which the process of growth
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and production is governed, shows conclusively that every form
of matter must be derived from some primitive substance. But
there is no germ of being in absolute nonentity from which any
thing could be created ; and hence where there are no ele-
ments, essences, or forces to constitute a source of production,
it is evident there can be nothing produced. In view of the
absurdity manifested in the prevalent theory on this subject,
we might well exclaim with an ancient writer: “ O ye whose
hearts are pure ! kow could something arise out of nothing 2”

The theories which have been taken into consideration in
this review, represent the extremes into which all minds are
liable to fall, which are unenlightened by the true principles of
~ Reason and the divine revelations of Nature. On the one
hand, the agency of Deity is discarded, because the essence of
which his being is composed is not visible to the eye, and so
matter is supposed to be the only real God ; and on the other
hand, the Deity is endowed with an omnipotent power which
acts in direct violation of all law, and with absolute independ-
ence as respects all the necessities of being, creating an illimit-
able Universe from nothing, and speaking into existence all
matter from an empty void. Does it not appear rational that
the real truth should occupy a middle ground between these
extremes, and that it should harmonize and justify, so to speak,
the relations that exist between God and matter ? If so, this
truth will recognize God as the original germ of being, and all
material creations as the productions evolved therefrom. And
it will be seen, in this view of the subject, that the Philosophy
of Creation is only the philosophy of- growth, expansion, and
birth, which is beautifully and perfectly illustrated by every
sprouting plant and unfolding flower.
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In contemplating, therefore, the spiritual and indivisible sub-
stance which is ultimated in the Divine Soul, it is proper to
recognize this as the primary source of all existing materials,
—that is to say, the essential and inherent elements of all pres-
ent forms, were contained undeveloped in the great original
germ. It may be accordingly assumed that in this mighty
vortex of unparticled matter, the real constituents of all exist-
ing formations have had an existence from eternity. Dwelling
in the depths of this primitive substance, yet inherently blend-
ed with the moving mass, were the germinal elements of the
gross earth, water, air, electricity, magnetism, and spirit.
Hence in the long lapse of ages, when that stage of creation
had been reached in which the existing Universe was brought
forth in its sublime order, these inherent elements gradually
assumed a more distinet form and being, and ultimately occu-
pied their appropriate positions and relations to each.other, as
denoted by their different degrees of refinement. That which
is, therefore, is a development from that which was; and so
beauty, life, and form are but the ultimated thoughts of God,
whose being comprehends the Eternal Past. In the beautiful
language of Akenside,

“ Ere the radiant sun
Sprang from the east, or, ‘mid the vault of night,
The moon suspended her serener lamp ;
Ere mountains, woods, or streams adorned the globe,
Or Wisdom taught the sons of men her lore;
Then lived th’ Eternal One : then, deep retir'd
In his unfathom’d essence, view’'d the forms,
The forms eternal of created things:
The radiant sun, the moon’s nocturnal lamp,

-
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The mountains, woods, and streams, the rolling globe,
And Wisdom’s mein celestial. From the first

Of days, on them his love divine he fix'd,

His admiration ; till, in time complete,

What he admir'd and lov’d his vital smile

Unfolded into being. Hence the breath

Of life in forming each organic frame ;

Hence the green earth, and wild-resounding waves;
Hence light and shade alternate ; warmth and cold ;
The clear autumnal skies, and vernal showers ; ’
And all the fair variety of things.”



CHAPTERIV.
PRINCIPLE OF DIVINE ACTION.

Havine previously arrived at the conception that the primi-
tive origin of the Universe is to be traced to the Divine Mind,
as the perfect and concentrated essence of all being, it is proper
to investigate the principle on which the various extcrnal forms
of Creation have been produced. The sentiment has been
quite generally entertained that Glod created the heavens and
the earth by the direct and special action of his own will—that,
at some particular point in the eternity of time, He was moved
by a desire to create worlds and systems as they exist in the
present constitution of Nature, in accordance with which He
suddenly put forth the divine energies which had until this time
slumbered in the depths of his own being, and labored during
a period of six days for the accomplishment of the design con-
ceived. This view of the subject is one which has been
derived by theological teachers from the traditional account
of creation contained in the Primitive History. It will, how-
ever, be readily perceived by the free mind, that a blind rever-
ence for authority in this instance has essentially interfered
with the operations of human reason. Indeed it has been
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boldly asserted by the advocates of this theory, that reason is
carnal—utterly unsafe and unreliable as a guide to truth ; and
it should not, therefore, be esteemed a matter of wonder that,
by the force of such a conviction, many irrational and even
absurd conclusions have been entertained.

The ;;riuciple of Divine Action as represented in the popu-
lar teachings, is apparently analogous to that on which an
earthly mechanic would proceed to erect a building of wood or
stone. It is supposed that Deity, in the construction of the
Universe, acted as a personal and sentient being, possessed of
a free and uncontrolled will ; and that, in the beginning, by a
special application of omnipotent power, He called forth the
glorious forms of light and life from the dark bosom of Chaos.
But there are some difficulties that arise in taking this view of
the subject, which are worthy of a candid consideration. If God
be, strictly and literally, a personal being, corresponding in fig-

_ure and outline with the human form, and if He created the
fabric of material Nature as a special act and by the exercise
of his own free will, then the inquiry arises, what special incite-
ment could have produced the desire at any particular point of
time more thun another, to create the revolving worlds and
people them with living forms? It should be noticed that
Deity had already lived an eternity before the act of creation
is supposed to have commenced. During this inconceivable
period, was there no action on the part of God ?—did He slum-
ber in the depths of surrounding darkness 7—did He then have
no desire to create and fashion the beautiful forms that were
subsequently ushered into being ?—and was He contented
to remain in solitude and inaction while ages on ages rolled
away ! i
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These inquiries must be answered in the negative. The truth
evidently is, that the same power, will, and design, which are
manifested in the work of creation, must have existed eternally
in the bosom of the Divine Mind, being interwoven as inherent
qualities in his unchangeable nature ; and hence there could be
no particular time selected in the whole course of eternity, at -
which any special desire could have been incited in the mind of
Deity that did not forever exist. Then if the desire to create the
Universe was, as it must have been, ever existent in the mind of
the Divine Being—to Him eternity being only one continual
present—the act of creation itself must have proceeded eternally
from the force of this inherent desire. To suppose that the
desire or will to create was incited at some special and appoint-
. ed time which might be termed the beginning, would be to
suppose that the real, indwelling tendencies of the Supreme
Mind were undeveloped in all previous ages ; or to suppose that
this desire eternally existed, but that the work of creation did
not proceed from its action, is to admit that the desire itself
was without a result, and therefore aimless and vain,—in either
of which cases the supposition would be contrary to the clear
and obvious deductions of reason.

Bat it will be said that the Deity is possessed of a free will,
and He could therefore commence the act of creation at pre-
cisely that time which He should voluntarily choose for this
purpose. If this be true then the query arises, how came the
will to act at the time chosen? Even on the supposition that
the Divine will is perfectly free, so far as it can be conceived to
be so, it would still need the presence of some motive in order
to be put in exercise. No intelligent and rational being will
act without a motive to act ; and there is accordingly no rea-
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son to suppose that the will of God could have been put in
operation, except there was some impelling power by which it
was moved, or some attractive end toward which it was drawn
forth. It may be answered that the motive by which the will
to create was produced, was the object to be attained in crea-
tion ; and this statement is true,—for if the Deity as an intelli-
gent Being is supposed to act at all, the action can only be
induced by the view of producing a certain result. But here
arises the real difficulty in the case. As we have seen, no
will ean be so free in an intelligent being as to act without
an object ; and if this object in the view of the Divine Mind
was the result to be accomplished in creation, as it appears
reagonable to suppose, then this object being continually pres-
ent within the range of the Divine perceptions, must have
existed both as a motive power and as an end to be attained,
throunghout all past eternity ; so that in this case the will of
God to create, in order to correspond with the object toward
which it was directed, could not have been put in operation at
any particular period, but must have been exercised alike
in all time. In order to maintain an opposite opinion, it
would be necessary to assume that the grand object to be
secured in creation, was not presented as a motive to the mind
of Deity until an inconceivable number of ages had passed
away, which assumption would amount to the irrational hy-
pothesis that the great, and, as far as can be known, the only
labor of God was not cesgprehended in the primitive and eter-
nal design.

The real principle of Divine Action as manifested in the
process of creation, seems to turn chiefly on this point of
inquiry : whether Deity is really a personal, sentient, and self-
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willing being in the same sense that man is such, only infinit-
ized to all human conception. If this inquiry be answered in
the affirmative, then it might be made to appear that God has
been eternally engaged as a mechanic in molding the elements
of Chaos into a harmonious and perfect structure ; but if a neg-
ative answer is to be returned, then it is evident that some dif-
ferent principle must be involved in the creation of material
forms. It is well known that the mass of theological teachers -
will be moved to deferid the affirmative side of this question.
The prevailing opinion among this class has been that God is
simply a man made infinite, possessing the same general form,
endowed with the attribute of free-will, and exercising his
power in any manner, or toward any end, which may be in
accordance with his desire ; and indeed so far has this concep-
tion been carried in the minds of some philosophers, that Deity
has been mentally endowed with all the parts-and organs that
belong to the human structure, including hands, feet, lungs,
heart, &c. While, according to the catechism of some sects,
God is a spirit possessed of neither body nor parts, He is at the
same time addressed and conceived of as a personal being, who
is capable of acting by the same impulses and desires that
move the human heart,—and so omnipotent has he appeared
in the exercise of his individual sovereignty, that he has been
quite commonly represented as creating the universe out of ab-
solute nothing.

In sustaining the hypothesis that God is possessed of a dis-
tinct personality corresponding with the humarr body, the prom-
inent argument employed is that man, as an ultimate produc-
tion, must have been formed in the likeness of the Creator—that

the chief design of God in creation was to reproduce Hiinself

, &
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in a finite form, in accordance with the expression of the Prim-
itive Record, * Let us make man in our own image,” and that,
therefore, it should be inferred that a true representative of the
Divine structure may be seen in the human constitution. It
must be conceded that there is much external plausibility in
this reasoning ; and t¢ minds revolving in the sphere of signs
and symbols, the conception herein presented will. naturally
appear to be the true reality. If Deity be regarded as a Cre-
ator in correspondence with the prevailing philosophy, who,
from an impulse of love and wisdom, molds the plastic ele-
ments of chaos to suit his will, it might be supposed that he
would form the highest and most perfect work of his Universe
in the express image of his own person ; or, again, if He be re-
garded as a Father, according to the prevalent theological con-
ception, then it might be imagined that, by virtue of the estab-
lished laws of reproduction, the divine likeness would be im-
pressed upon the child ; and in either case it would seem evi-
dent that Deity is an infinite Man, presenting the same general
outlines as those of the human form, and carrying on the pro-
cess of creation on a similar principle to that on which an
earthly architect or mechanic would construct a building.
There are, however, some difficulties that seem to oppose
this view of the subject ; and these relate chiefly to the special
or personal acts and movements which, by inference, are herein
attributed to the Divine Being. If, for instance, the Deity is
to be considered as a person possessed of the power of volition,
and having a body corresponding with the human form, then
we are justified in presuming that he would manifest the power
of voluntary motion, making use of the several members of his
vast organism in molding and governing external forms, and
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in passing from point to point through the infinite realm of
space. It can nmot be supposed that the natural movements
of the Divine Body would be restrained, or that it would be
compelled to remain stationary, while it is possessed of the
" very faculties which would naturally result in motion. Then,
if it be allowed that Deity does by volition exercise the mem-
bers of his own body in the manner supposed, without which
exercise they could be of no possible use, it follows that, in the
act of locomotion, the Universe must be left at times destitute -
of his sustaining presence, or else that its movements must be
irregular and special as the dictates of the will itself, the result
in either case being contrary to the fixed and established order
of Nature. Indeed the very supposition that Deity is simply
an infinite Man, acting on principles corresponding to those
that govern the human being, would make all his movements
appear angular, arbitrary, and personal, in opposition to the
more sublime conceptions which are derived from the settled
order and undisturbed harmony of the universal constitution of
things. .

But, aside from these considerations, it is not necessary to
conclude that Deity presents the form and outlines of the
human body, in admitting the fact that man has been created
in his likeness. In a general.sense it may be said that all the
productions of Nature bear the likeness of Grod, inasmuch as
they are the emanations of his spirit and are impregnated with
his divine essence. But this likeness does not consist in the
external shape or form of any of these productions, but in that
interior nature through which alone they sustain their relation

with the creative Mind. And so the divine image in man can

not properly be presumed to consist in the members of the ex
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ternal body—in the bones and muscles of the physical system
—but it is to be sought in the very bosom of that unseen and
indwelliug spirit, which is the legitimate child of the Spirit.
Father.. It may be true that the spirit does itself correspond
in outline with the human form, because ‘this was the mold
through which it was concentrated and born ; but it does not
thence follow that the épirit formed in this mold is an exact
representative of the Divine Person, since this in itself is not
the highest and most perfect creation, but coutains within its -
depths a germ of more refined essence than that which com-
poses the spiritual body, on which germ the purity and intelli-
gence of the spirit are entirely dependent, and in which alone
can be found the true image and likeness of the Divinity. As
the Supreme Soul is composed of the most interior and refined
essence of matter, comprehending the highth and depth of all
substance, we may safely and rationally conclude that the per-
fect image or reflection of that Soul, can exist only in the
most interior and refined portion of the human spirit, from
which reason and intelligence proceed.

As a confirmation of this conclusion, it should be noticed
that the human body is simply a link in the chain of physical
being—that it is an unfolding from the undeveloped and less
perfect productions of the earth, partaking in many respects of
. the same nature, powers, and functions which belong to inferior
creations ; so that, from the very position which it occupies, and
from the likeness which it has by necessity to the lower forms
of Nature, in which are represented only imperfect degrees of
development, the hurhan body can not be in itsclf, as a whole,
_ the perfect and express image of the Divine Person. The
lower .portions of the human structure are apparently ouly

\
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superior unfoldings from the vegetable and animal kingdoms,
and are evidently constructed as they are for the purpose of
carrying on the vital functions, and thus creating a medium
through which the spirit can manifest its movements. These
members of the body, therefore, are not necessary, except in
the sense here mentioned, to the existence or action of intelli-
gence, and hence should not be regarded as representing essen-
tial parts of the Divine Mind. .

It is true that the human body is an ultimate production of
Nature, and as such must comprehend in some manner the
likeness of the Being from whom it was evolved ; but let it be
remembered that this same body, while it comprehends numer-
ous links of unfolding, has itself an ultimate as presented in the-
human brain, and that within this brain are contained those
spiritual essences in their most concentrated form, which consti-
tute the germ of the soul. It is only, therefore, within the spir-
it-brain—the perfected flower of the human constitution—that
we can rationally expect to find the real image of the creative
Soul. We are accordingly justified in concluding, on the very
ground that man docs in the most exalted sense reflect the Di-
vine likeness, that God is not a personal being whose organiza~
tion corresponds with the external form of the human being as
a whole—that He is not indeed an infinite man, having such a
body as is only necessary to protect the weakness of the earth-
born spirit, but that He is represented, as to both form and
essence, in the highest, purest, and most interior portion of the
spiritvel structure, which is the germ of the soul itself ;—and
in the light of this fact, it will be easy to perceive that.Deity
did not create the systems of worlds as a mere mechanic, by -
the action of a special desire, the exercise of an external force, .
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or the agency of a direct interposition, but on a principle which
is more sublime in its character, and which is more consonant
with the real nature of the Divinity.

In order to clearly comprehend the true principle of Divine
Action, it will be necessary to have some definite conception
of the Being in whom that principle exists. It is from the
force of a narrow and material idea of God, that the act of
creation has been viewed as the result of an external and arbi-
trary power. If Glod is a personal and self-willing being in the
same sense that man is such, it must be presumed that He-
would act on similar principles to those which govern the
course of human action ; and, in accepting this view of the sub-
ject, it is not entirely inconsistent to believe that He may be,
a8 theologians have supposed, changeful in his purposes and
designs, creating and then repenting that he did create, as is
sometimes the case with earthly beings. It is a lamentable
fact that, in the conceptions of men, the Divine Being has been
measured by the standard of human character ; and that, as a
necessary consequence, the principle’ which governs and regu-
lates the exercise of his power, has been viewed chiefly as the
action of o fickle and wayward will. But when the mind is
able to resign such conceptions, and entertains a truly philo-
sophical view of the nature and constitution of Deity, it will
be enabled to conceive a far more exalted idea of the char-
acter of that principle by which the vast result of creation has
been attained.

It is not questioned that Gtod is an organized intelligence,
that He has a conscious existence, and exercises a power in
ereating which corresponds to will ; but the question to be

. decided is, whether that organization implies an indefinite per-
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sonal volition, whether that consciousness coufers an unlimited
freedom, and whether that will ic governed by impulse or fixed
by law. This questien is of great importance in its bearing on
all our conceptions of the process by which the Universe was
born, and of the mode in which it is now controlled. But how
shall this question be decided ? Is it one which lies beyond
the boundary of human reason, and must the mind be con-
tented with the thought that it is enrobed with a vail of im-
penetrable mystery 2. Possibly there may be a line of philo-
sophical induction which will lead to a satisfactory solution of
the problem, and thusdisclose the true principle of Divine
Action.

With this object in view, let us here seek to know what
God really ¢s. Is He a spirit whose movements are uncon-
trolled by any established law, or is He a living substance that
acts by virtue of a settled and inherent principle which is anal-
ogous to that by which all matter is pervaded? To decide
this question, let us refer to the conclusions which have been
already arrived at in the preceding chapters. Deity, as we
have seen, is the eternal and self-existent Soul of space—the
real and substantial Essence of matter, constituting the inmost
germ of all existence. If this he true, then Deity must sustain
a direct and intimate relation with matter, and, being himself
the original basis from which this was derived, must contain
inherently the same eternal principles which are manifested in
matter. In this case there would exist the same analogy
between Deity and matter as between the seed and the flower.
The seed must contain within itself all the elements, and so
must be governed by the same unchanging laws, which are

. afterward manifested in the unfoldings of the flower ; and so,
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in a corresponding sense, the Divine Mind, being the primary
Essence from which all things were produced, must compre-
hend in itself the basis of the same substances, and therefore
must be controlled in its action by the same principles, which
are exhibited in the ultimate fruits of creation.

That this idea may be clearly comprehended, let us briefly
view the essentially near relation which already subsists be-
tween Grod and the Universe. The proposition may be stated
at the outset, that the Deity lives in the most interior portions
of all matter, and that between the divine essence which forms
his being and the surface of material existence, there extend
nunerous connecting links by which both are united in one
perfect whole. To illustrate this proposition, we may suppose
that the earth, for instance, is composed of substances which
are visible, and others which are invisible—that it is made up
of materials which are extremely gross, and essences which are
exceedingly refined, and that there is a regular and unbroken
chain of connection between all these materials and essences,
these being arranged in such a manner as to form a perfect
and beautiful gradation from the visible to the invisible, from
the gross to the refined, and from the material to the spiritual.
Thus from the* immeasurable surface of existing matter, the
mind may descend into the interior of refined and still refining
substance, passing from link to link, from gradation to grada-
tion, down toward the inmost heart of the Universe, within
whose Iidden and unexplored depths may be found the sanc-
tuary of the Eternal Spirit. It will be perceived, therefore,
that, by virtue of the unbroken chain of connection which
unites external matter with its pervading Soul, a certain unity-
is established between these two departments of being, which
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‘must imply not only a correspondence in’their nature, but also
in the laws by which both are governed ;—so that, in view of
this unity, it appears rational to conclude that Deity acts ac-
cording to the same method, and by the force of the same gen-
eral principles, which are exhibited in the movements of out-
ward matter. '

But there is another thought to be taken in connection with
this part of the subject, which will serve to confirm the same
conclusion. This thought is that God is a substance—a sub-
stance, indeed, infinitely more real than all the fading forms of
the material world. The human mind can conceive of light,
because the eye can see it ; it can likewise conceive of air, be-
cause the presence of this element is felt by the scnses ; and so
it can conceive of electricity, because the manifestations of its
power are witnessed, and its nature may be judged by its
effects. But may there not be essences which are still more
refined, and yet quite as real as either of these substances
whose effects are perceived by the senses? Reasoning from
analogy, we must judge that there are such essences—essences
which, though composed of the most refined elements of matter,
are yet more enduring and substantial than the unyielding
rock. And when the mind has conceived of the existence of
these essences, then is it prepared to conceive of the nature of
the Divine Spirit, which is an organization of the most refined
substance in being. If, then, the Divine Soul be a substance,
must it not be subject to the same definite and established
principles which govern all other substances, forms, and beings ?
It does not appear that the degree of sublimation or refine-
ment in any substance, can have the effect to render it inde-
pendent of luw, as we find that electricity, for instance, is con-
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trolled in its action by laws as fixed and absolute as those
which belong to air and light ; &nd hence, though it be sup-
posed, as indeed it must be, that Deity is composed of the most
highly sublimated and refined matter, it can not be consistently
affirmed that He is, on this account, not subject to any settled
laws ; but the very fact that He is the germ and essence of all
being, plainly shows that he is the primary representative of
those principles which are manifested in created forms, such
principles being only the outward reflection of what existed
inherently in his own nature. There is surely no good reason to
believe that any particular substance in the universe may be
entirely exempt from law, while all others are subject to it ;
and when we admit that God is a substance, forming the orig-
inal basis of all matter, we are forced to admit, by parity of
reasonings that He is likewise subject to certain laws—laws
" which are at least similar to those that govern other substances
evolved from his own being.

I am aware that it will be said in opposition to this conclusion,
that what are termeéd the laws of Nature were created by the De-
ity, He himself being independent of those laws—that the forces
and tendencies which are apparent in the external world, are
results flowing from the interior movements of the Divine Mind,
while that Mind occupies a superior position, and therefore is not
affected by influences of this nature. This will be recognized as
the prevailing theological idea on this subject. Matter, it is said,
is governed by certain established laws, but these laws can not
be inherent in matter, because this has no power to move itself ;
consequently these laws, embracing all the forces and tenden-
cies of Nature, must have been created by the Supreme Mind.
But let us examine this reasoning somewhat analytically, and
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. see if there is not a more profound reality than is here brought
to view. What are the laws of Nature ¥ They are the estab-
lished tendencies or modes of action which are manifested in all
material substances. But whence came these tendencies or
modes of action ? The answer must be, that they result from
the action of the interior essence by which matter is pervaded.
Then the query arises, what causes the action of this interior
egsence ! and we can only say that it is the movement of the
Creative Spirit. But let us not stop heré in our investigation.
When we affirm that it is the primary movement of this Spirit
which produces the fixed and determinate movement of all
Nature, do we not at the same time affirm that it is the regu-
lar and unvarying action in the substamce of which Deity is
.composed, which causes a corresponding action in the substance
of the outward creation? This correlative fact must be ad-
mitted, since matter has no motion but that which is derived
from the motion of its animating Soul. On the supposition
that that Soul should cease to act, the Universe would cease to
move, and all the worlds would stop in their starry track, and

——* perish a8 & worm
Upon destruction’s path.”

Baut all things are thrilled with the breathing Life, and as the
Soul moves, so Creation moves,—the one as the Cause, and the
other as the Effect, yet both in harmony. What, then, shall
we conclude? Behold the reality which stads upon the
ground-work of these premises. The same movements, or modes
of action, which occur as effects in the external world, must pri-
marily occur as causes. in the substance of the Divine Spirit ;
and hence it is clear that what are termed the laws of Nature
are the laws whick originally and eternally govern the Deity him-
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slf. 'The mind takes cognizance.of certain settled tendencies
in the visible world, which it calls the laws of Nature ; but
what are these tendencies but the movements of the unseen
Spirit by which the visible world is pervaded? If external
matter is subject to regular and systematic action, it is only
because a corresponding action occurs primarily in the being of
the producing Cause. It is evident, therefore, that the Deity
did not create, and is not independent of, the laws of Nature,
in the sense commonly supposed, since these are simply the
outward reflections of what previously existed in his own con-
stitution. :

“ But,” says the theological reader, * this reasoning appears
to be pantheistic in its tendencies, and ought, therefore, to be
avoided ; because in the teachings of the true religion, ‘ God is
God and Nature is Nature, and the two must not be con-
founded with each other.” By attention to the foregoing de-
ductions, it will be seen that it is not here claimed that God and
Nature* are absolutely identical, but simply that there exists
a certain correspondence between the two, on which correspond-
ence must depend the unitary and harmonious action which is
universally manifested. There is a sense, as explained in a pre-
ceding chapter, in which an esscntial unity exists between these
two grand departments of being, since the one is produced from
the intrinsic essence of the other ; but as to appearance, qual-
ity, and degrée of refinement, there is a manifest distinction to
be noted between Glod and Nature, and yet it must be
horne in mind that this distinction can never be made so broad
as to destroy the correspondence that must ever subsist be-
tween them as soul and body. It is true, then, that “ God is

"% Nature in this case is supposed to signily the realm of external matter.
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God, and Nature is Nature ” ; but what follows from this fact ?
Are we to suppose that, on this account, the Deity is entirely
separated from his creations, or that He stands apart in soli-
tude, and acts upon his works only by the force of a changeful
will? . No. God can not be disconnected from the Universe.
The Spirit on whose sustaining presence all forms and beings
are dependent, must pervade the minutest particles of every
substance, and pour its life through the throbbing heart of Na-
ture. What could animate the body but the sonl 7—and what
could stir the m/ighty pulse of Creation but the breathing God ?
Then, if there can be no action in external matter without the
presence of an internal force, the particular direction yhich
that action takes must necessarily correspond with the move-
ment of the force by which it is caused ; and consequently, if
the apparent action is found to be definite, regular, and syste-
matic as in the visible world, we may infer that the movement
of the invisible cause is of a corresponding character,—so that,
wherever an established law is indicated in outward things, it
may be known that that law is primarily seated in the operat-
ing Power.

Let us now view this subject in another light. Deity, it
should be observed, is self-existent, and consequently did not
create himself. The organization, therefore, which He possess-
es, including all the qualities, properties, and characteristics
thereof, did not result from his own will or choice, but existed
by an eternal necessity. Did the Deity create motion? No
Why? Simply because this could not be created without the
action of a cause identical with itself—because, in short, mo-
tion must first exist in order to produce motion, and accord-
ingly it must be recognized as an independent and eternal
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prineiple. Again, did Deity create his own intelligence ? No.
Why ? Because that intelligence .must exist eternally as a
vrimary principle, since there is no cause ejther superior or an-
cerior to itself by which it could be produced. Then if Deity
did not create the motion or intelligence within his own being,
it would be obviously impossible for him to give laws to that
motion and intelligence ; for even omnipotence itself can not
change the inherent qualities of that which exists by necessity.
Thus, if it is asked how the established laws of Nature came
to exist in Deity, they being uncreated, it will appear in answer
that these laws were the essential and indwelling principies of
his own self-existent constitution. The laws that govern any
substance are simply the modes of action or definite tendencies
which that substance manifests ; and consequently, in case the
substance is primitive and uncreated, these modes of action or
tendencies must be likewise primitive and uncreated. And
this, being a general and absolute truth, will apply to the Deity
himself. As He did not create the substance of his own being,
He could not have created the inherent properties of that sub- -
stance ; as He did not create the motion to which his very
nature is forever subject, He could not have created the ten-
dencies of that motion, and as He did not create the intelli-
gence which is the crowning attribute of his perfect organism,
He could not have created the principles by which that intelli-
gence is governed. Hence the final' conclusion is—and the
writer hesitates not to express it in its full force—that the Di--
vine Mind exists by necessity and acts by necessity, the fixed
laws which govern all the movements of the external world
having their established seat in the depths of his own eternal
structure.
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‘What, now, in the light of this philosophy, is the principle of
Divine Action as connected with the process of creation ?
The general character of this principle may be easily deter-
mined with the aid of our previous investigations. If Deity
acts by necessity, in obedience to certain laws which are the
inherent properties of his being, then the principle of that ac-
tion must necessarily be fixed, regular, and eternal. It is not,
therefore, within his capacity either to create or to suspend the
laws by virtue of which the Universe was born. The Great
Spirit could not remain in a state of inactivity, because this
would e contrary to his nature ; and this activity tended in-
evitably to the production of certain results, which results were
the natural and outflowing expressions of the beauty, order,
gnd, harmony, which are the unchangeable characteristics of
the Divinity. We are to regard the great Germ of being as
the sun of supreme intelligence, whose resplendent glories flow
out into immensity as naturally and as inevitably as the rays
of the material sun go forth to the distant worlds. This Di-
vine Germ maintains a positive relation to all other parts of
the infinite space; and accordingly it attracts toward itself
those portions of this refined substance which are most con-
genial in their nature, and these, tending to a common point,
give consciousness to the Central Being,—while, at the same
time, the radiant emanations which are constantly thrown off
from this Germ by virtue of the same positive relation, consti-
tute the unchanging Will and Wisdom, which now as forever

reign over all created forms. Thus it appears that the free

will of Deity
“Is but NEcessITY in play,—
The chattering of the golden reins which guide
The purposes of Heaven to their goal.”

-
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The principle on which Gtod moves and acts is not foreign
to, or independent of, himself ; but it is the unalterable ten
dency of the very substance whick makes his being, and this
tendency is the power by which all physical results have been
accomplished. It will seem to some minds to be dishonoring
the Supreme Ruler to suppose that He is controlled by neces-
gity, but it would not seere thus if such minds were enlightenéd
by the philosophy of nature, instead of being obscured by the-
ological prepossessions. To say that God acts by necessity is
really no more dishonoring than to say that He exists in this
manner, which is an undeniable truth ; and it is surely lgss dis-
honoring to suppose that his volition is fixed and unalterable,
or, to use the sentiment of the Primitive Record, ¢ without
variableness or the shadow of turning,’ than to suppose thaf it.
is fickle, wayward, or governed by circumstances, like the will
of man. The Universe is sublime in the beautiful order and
settled uniformity of its movements ; the sun is glorious in the
outflowing of its rays with an unvarying equality from age to
age ; and the Divine Mind is not less sublime and glorious
than these, because the principle of its action is in accordance
with the changeless and undisturbed harmony of Creation.

It seemed necessary to dwell at some length on this part of
the great subject under consideration, in order to unfold a true
basis for subsequent investigations, and prepare the way for
the revealment of ulterior realities. In inditing the thoughts
which have apparently emanated from a sphere of wisdom, the
writer has not been unmindful of their disagreement with the
popular teachings of the day, but at the same time has sought,
without fear of these teachings or their advocates, the unfold-
ing of immortal truth. Let the reader employ the divine gift
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of reason in the solution of the great problem presented in this
chapter ; and in the freedom and sublimity of heaven-born
thought, the soul shall soar above the dark atmosphere of
earthly error, to realize the hight, the expansiveness and im-
mutability of that principle, by which the soul of God has been
enshrined within the body of the Universe. Then will be inte-
riorly seen and realized the truthfulness of the sentiment uttered
by the Prophet in the following language : * For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.”



CHAPTER V.
THE CREATIVE FORCES OF DEITY.

TaE reader who may have perused the preceding pages, will
see in this reflection of the writer’s thoughts, what he conceives
to be the primary source of all the materials which have an
existence in space, and also the general character of that prin-_
ciple by which these have been evolved. It will be remembered
that space was regarded as an exceedingly refined.substance,
and that within this, beneath successive gradations of refine-
ment, was supposed to reside the Divine Soul. This Soul, it
will be likewise remembered, was conceived to be the primitive
germ, which, uncreated, contained within itself all the elements
and forces that were necessary to the creation of material forms,
—this acting not by any special volition or arbitrary decrees,
but through the inherent principles and tendencies of its own
nature. Thus God existed eternally within space, and was con-
nected with its surface by successive inferior formations or
spheres, which represented the order and harmony of Divine
Action. -

This inmost germ which is termed God, is the concentration
of an inconceivably refined essence, and, were it viewed by the
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interior vision, would appear to be a blazing suN, whose intense
brightness would dazzle and overpower the feeble sense of mor-
tals, and whose magnitude would defy all conception. In this
sun was contained love, as indicated by the spiritual heat which
was a quality of its nature ; in this was likewise contained vo-
lition, as denoted by the outflowing emanations that were
thrown off from its inmost heart ; and herein, also, was con-
tained wisdom, which is the established order and method of
Divine action. Hence love, will and wisdom represented sim-
ply the inherent conditions of the living substance that com-
poses the Deity. He did not create his own love, and there-
fore it flows out spontaneously from the very depths of his
being, and can never be withdrawn from a single object or
being in existence. So also He did not create his own voli-
tion, and therefore this is the necessary action of his own com-
ponent elements, which “can never be turned into any other
channel than that in which they have eternally flowed. Neither
did He create the wisdom which is Jikewise an attribute of his
nature, and accordingly this must continue to be exercised with
the same unvarying harmony in which it has ruled over all the
ages of the past. Now it is by these three general character-
istics of the Divine Mind, that all exterior formations were pro-
gressively unfolded. The love-principle attracted congenial
elements and caused them to occupy a suitable position with
relation to the central germ ; the will-principle impelled the
essence of this germ to mingle with other portions of the sur-
rounding substance and to form new combinations ; and the
wisdom-principle preserved the eternal order and method of
these movements, so as to direct them toward a definite and
sublime end. The action of these principles was beautiful, har-
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monious, and unchanging ;—in this there was no sudden im-
pulse, no fickle will, or unsettled purpose, but it was, as it ap-
pears from its reflection in the Universe, the breathing of one
sublime and uncreated Thought.

From this philosophy, it will be seen that the creative forces
of Deity are essentially different in nature, from what have been
conceived in the speculations of theological teachers. It is
true that love, will, and wisdom have been commonly regarded
as a part of the Divine attributes ; but these qualities have not
usually been viewed in a philosophical light—they have not
been viewed in their real connection with the eternal substance
of God. If we regard the attributes above mentioned as mere
qualities, without knowing what those qualities imply, our con-
ception of their true nature will be extremely indefinite, and
our impressions as to their method of action will be corres-
pondingly vague. But if we contemplate these attributes sim-
ply as the conditions and movements of a living substance—as
the attractive, expansive, and regulating tendencies of the Di-
vine elements, we at once attain an idea which can be definitely
conceived, and which rests on the basis of a true philosophy.
Without the action of a substance, love, will, and wisdom
could produce no effect, and indeed could have no existence.
These qualities naturally imply motion, and there can be no
motion where there is not some kind of matter to be moved.
Hence we can not properly conceive of such qualities as inde-
pendent entities ; but when viewed in their connection with the
Divine Essence, as indicating the direction, method and har-
mony of its action, this trinity of principles will be found to
generate that supreme, internal force, which is the creative
power that formed the worlds. '
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The love, will, and wisdom of God are the elements of his
intelligence ; they have their being in the very structure of his
perfect mind, and send forth their streams of life from a neces-
sity as unavoidable as that by which that mind exists. And
these qualities or principles of the Divine Being are peacefully
and harmoniously exercised, because the mental organization
with which they are connected, is a complete and law-governed
structure. It is not necessary to affirm that God is a personal
being, endowed with all the various members of the human
body, in order to suppose that He possesses this perfect men-
tal structure, which manifests corresponding mental qualities.
In a case where intelligence is not dependent on the functions of
animal life—which must apply to the Supreme Mind—all that
is required to generate intellectual principles is a complete
mental or spiritual structure, without any necessary reference
to such members as correspond with the lower portions of the
bhuman frame. Now if we refer to what has been already
written on this subject, we shall find that Deity, in the view
presented, is in himself a perfectly organized mind,—thus pos-
sessing all that is required to produce the loftiest intelligence.
In him we may observe, first, that central germ of life and con-
sciousness, which gleams forth like a burning sun from the very
heart of his being, and rests there as a magnet, which binds
together with its attractive power the elements of the great
whole, having its reflection and analogy in the depths of the
human spirit ; then may we observe as next in order, the radi-
ant circles by which that germ is surrounded,—circles of light
connecting it with the outer portions of universal space, and
expanding, one beyond another, in every direction like spheres
of living fire. thus forming one united, harmonious, and re-
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splendent structure, whose glory is not conceived in human
thought. Behold, THIS IS THE ETERNAL BRAIN oF Gop |—a
brain which has a perfect analogy with the crowning structure
of the human body, by which it appears that man has been
created in the Divine image. Let us now be impressed with
the truth, that within this brain of God exists motion ; that
this motion, existing in a perfect and unchanging organism,
must have definite and established tendencies, and that these
“endencies are represented by the terms love, will, and wisdom,
which likewise represent the creative forces of Deity.

It will be well for us to refer now to some of the general
characteristics of the creative forces here alluded to. And the
first thought in relation to this point, is that these forces are
inherent in the very nature and substauce of the Great Mind.
We ¢an not conceive of these forces as being separate or apart
from God, because they must exist in him in order that He
may have a capacity for action. It is not, then, an external
or physical power which He exerts ; it is not the action of an
almighty arm in connection with visible matter ; it is not such
& power as a mechanic would employ in constructing a monu-
ment of art. But the motive power of God is implanted within
his own being, and consists simply in the movement of that
life-giving, spiritual substance which composes his craniological
structure,—this substance flowing out into the immensity of
space, and working there its sublime results, even as the cur-
rents of vital fluid emanate from the human brain, and are dif-
fused through the nerves of the physical syétem. Thus God
does not operate on matter as a foreign and independent agent,
but rather operates witsin matter as its supporting and ani-
mating Soul. V
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Another prominent characteristic of these creative forces, is
that they are regular, established, and unvarying. The truth
here stated follows naturally from the very nature and posi-
tion of the Supreme Mind. That which is self-existent, uncre- -
ated, and superior to all things else, must exist without change ;
and consequently the forces which it contains as inherent prop-
erties, must be of a corresponding nature. The created human
brain, constituting only a link in the chain of being, is impelled
to move as move the links with which it is connected. It is
subject to the accidents of birth, the disadvantages of wrong
situations, the power of surrounding circumstances, and vari-
ous influences which may be generated in its earthly sphere or
in the home of superior intelligences. Accordingly we find that
the creative forces of the human mind are frequently irregular,
unsettled and changeable. To-day the artist, moved by the
inspiration of genius, commences to embody his great ideal in a
work which he fondly hopes will give immortality to his name ;
but to-morrow some depressing circumstance, or untoward ac-
cident, may turn the whole current of his thoughts in a differ-
ent direction, and cause him to expend his entire mental force
on another object. It is not thus with the creative mind of
God. This operates the same from age to age. Its great and
eternal labor is to create,—and so the process of creation goes
on while the everlasting year rolls away, and the divine impel-
ling Thought remains unchanged. Herein is revealed the true
majesty of the Divine character ; and so, reader, if it should be
said . to you that God created any form or being, and then
" repented that He had created, believe it not ; and if it should
be said that He has at any time turned aside from his regular
and established course of action to furnish evidence of a special
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providence, credit not the assumption ; for the same creative
forces which brought the Universe into being are still in opera-
tion, and must remain forever unchanged in their direction and
tendencies.

Let us now observe still another characteristic of the crea-
tive forces under consideration. These forces, it should be
particularly noticed, operate on the principle of cause and effect
—that is to say, they act as causative agents in the produc-
tion of certain ulterior results, between which agents and
results extends an unbroken and indissoluble line of connection.
It is one of the first principles of truth that no effect can be
produced, under any circumstances, without the action of an
appropriate f:ause, and it is likewise a self-evident truism that
an intimate relation must exist between the cause and the
effect, in order that the one may be the product of the other.
This principle applies primarily to the creation and economy
of the Universe. Without the existence of an adequate cause,
the multifarious effects which are observable in the surround-
ing expanse of being, could never have been produced. A
cause therefore eternally existed, and this cause was no other
than the creative forces of the Divine Mind. The chain of
causation extends from these forces to all created forms. It
was necessary that the Divine forces should first act, which
action was simply the motion of a spiritual substance ; then by
this cause, other and more exterior elements were moved in a -
corresponding manuer ; these in turn communicated their mo-
tion to materials of still grosser nature, and so from the prim-
itive impulse of the Original Power was carried forth the cre-
ating and governing principle to all inferior planes of existence,
until at last the beauty, the glory, and the fragrance of worlds
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became representatives of the living bloom of Creation. In
view of the philosophical truth here expressed, it will be per-
ceived that the power of God does not operate independently
and alone, but that it is exercised in connection with inferior
elements and forces, which are employed as a medium whereby
it is transmitted to the lowest and most unilluminated spheres
of being. There is accordingly nothing supernaiural, or con-
trary to the established principle of cause and effect, in the
process of creation. Even the Deity himself could not act in
a manner which is opposed to the laws of his own nature. Tt
would be impossible for him to create, without the action of a
creative power and the existence of an actual substance on
which that power may operate. Hence when it is said that
God “spake and it was done,” or that He said, * Let there be
light, and there was light ”—these expressions signifying that
there existed no positive relation between the cause and the
effect—the affirmation should be rejected as untrue by every
reasoning mind,

Being connected with a perfect craniological structure, the
motive power of the Great Spirit has a general correspondence
with the forces which are generated in the human brain,—those
distinctions, however, being always kept in view, which must
naturally exist between a created mind and the Supreme Intel-
ligence. The elements of love, will, and wisdom are implanted
in the depths of every soul, and these in their devcloped state
constitute the spiritual forces by which the beautiful creations
of human genius are produced. - They are reflections from the
love, will, and wisdom, of the Divine Mind ; they are indecd
the reproduction of the qualities of that Mind, as the soul itself
is a reproduction of Deity ; aud so, in their ever-uuiolding niu-
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istry, they go forth with a creative power to mold the plastic
elements of Nature into forms of beauty, and cover the wide
earth with structures and ornaments of art. But the analogy
between their mode of action and that of the Divine forces, is
wanting in precisely those particulars where the correspond-
ence ceases between the earth-born child and the self-existent
Father. The exercise of love, will, and wisdom on the part of
man, is controlled by surrounding circumstances, influences,
and conditions ; agd these qualities, in his present rudimental
state, are expressed chiefly through the medium of the physi-
cal organism, in external and representative signs, instead of
being able to embody themselves in their own pure and beau-
tiful emanations. In the Divine Mind the creative forces are
spontaneously developed, and operate in'a sphere which repre-
sents the first and highest plane of causation. They accord-
ingly act from an innate necessity, and not from the movements
of any extraneous power ; and so by virtue of their own eter-
nal tendencies, they move, ifnpel, and attract the refined ele-
ments of which they are inherent properties, until they become
ultimately clothed in forms of progressive nature and unfold-
ing loveliness, like those which even now adorn the shining
heavens.

Before commencing to think rationally on a subject liKE this,
the mind must entertain some conception of divine order ; and
when it perceives that God has always acted in accordance
with those beautiful and harmonious principles which are now
exhibited in the varied processes of Nature, it will likewise per-
ceive that He has created all things in the same manner, rela-
tively speaking, as the flower is unfolded from its germ, or the
tree is developed from the seed. By keeping this principle in
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view, it will be known that the Deity could never have formed
the design of creating the Universe in the manner set forth in
the Primitive Scriptures. That is to say, He could never have
accomplished this result in a period of time corresponding to
gsix days, as is represented by the writer known as Moses.
This would have been entirely incousistent with the present
teachings of the Divinity in Nature. No rational mind will
assert that the processes of the visible creation are hurried, ab-
rupt, or instantaneous in their completion.. The law of pro-
gressive development which is everywhere manifested, renders
it impossible that this should be the fact. Everything is devel-
oped gradually and progressively in accordance with a princi-
ple which Deity himself could not overthrow, because it is an
expression of his own unchangeable mind. Hence it can not
be consistently supposed that the mighty birth of the Universe
—a work which surpasses the conceptions of the human mind
—could have occurred through any special interposition of Al-
mighty Power, which would have the effect of producing the
result in a single week, as has been supposed by theologians.
On the contrary, it will be naturally presumed that the process
by which all existing forms and substances were ushered into
being, was comparatively slow, gradual, and progressive in its
nature—that, as the work to be accomplished was an infinite
development and could be performed only through an adapta-
tion of means to ends, it must have extended in its execution
over a lapse of time which it is impossible for the earthly mind
to conceive.

Thus thé sublime order and perfected forms of existence,
arose gradually and progressively from the chaos of unparticled
elements. Creation was the work of unnumbered ages, being
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carried on in correspondence with the principles of association,
progression and development, which are the evernal and unva-
rying expressions of the Divine Mind. From the bosom of the
original and self-existent Soul, flowed forth the streams of cre-
ative life into the great immensity of being ; and then from
these primitive and all-expanding materials, which have their
origin in the Divine Heart, were gradually formed the beauti-
ful and harmonious creations which are spread throughout the
vast fields of space, and coustitute the sparkling glories of the
heavens. Suuns, planets, and systems, were thus formed ‘and
arranged from the outflowing essence of the divine and original
Germ, and these creations were the natural and inevitable re-
sults of those sublimeyforces that are now manifested in the
governing principles of the Universe. It was not therefore by
the mere arbitrary command of God that worlds cawe forth to
fill the expanse of space ; but this stupendous and inconceiva-
ble work was accomplished only through the outtlowing of tie
original Soul into form, and order, and harmouny. Hence the
truth may be understood that the Universe in its present state
of development, was not the instantancous production of One
who spake and it was doue, but tie beautiful and progressive
unfolding of harmonious spheres from the heart of the infinite
Sun.

In investigating the creative forces of the Deity, from whose
action all present cxistences have been evolved, it is essential
that the mind sliould be governed by the principles of reason
and intuition, which find their basis in the broad and immova-
ble foundations of existing Nature. There is no external au-
thority which can fully elucidate this subject to the truly
rational mind. Above and beyond the teachings of every book
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and creed, the perceptions of the soul reach forth into the illim-
itable expanse, and grasp the realities of the past as they are
linked with the grand developments of the present. So the
student of Nature, who looks forth with a clear, bold gaze into
the recesses of surrounding things, and recognizes there the har-
monious workings of the divine law, can view throughout the
long avenues of endless being, the progressive dawn of Crea-
tion’s life.



CHAPTER VI.
UNFOLDING OF THE PRIMITIVE ELEMENTS.

Tre Divine Mind, residing in tﬁe most interior depths of
gpace, sustains, as before stated, a positive relation to the entire
immensity of being by which it is surrounded. By virtue of
this relation, a constant interchange is constantly occurring be-
tween this and the less refined portions of the substance of
which space is formed. Through this interchange new combi-
nations are formed, new conditions are introduced, and the ele-
ments which, in their primitive state, were essentially spiritual,
begin to manifest a more gross and material nature. It is thus
by positive and negative relations—the same relations in fact by
which the process of reproduction is carried on in the vegeta-
ble, animal, and human kingdoms, that the exterior formations
of the Universe have been unfolded.

The nature of the process by which these formations were
produced, can be only properly conceived by the mind which
has investigated, and become thoroughly acquainted with, the
principles of generation as manifested in every department of
Nature. There has been but little understanding of the true
process of creation, for the reason that man has not understood
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his own constitution. And the only method by which he can
arrive at a truly profound appreciation of the sublime principleé
which are herein involved, is to study, calmly, deeply, and phil-
osophically, the laws which govern his own being in the repro-
duction of kindred natures. When these laws are understood
and appreciated—being disrobed of the mantle of mystery in
which they have been clothed for ages—which can only be
done by a careful study of physiological science, then will the
mind have formed a basis for the comprehension of correspond-
ing realities that relate to the creative movements of the Di-
vine Soul. There is, strictly speaking, but one principle ex-
tending through all created things, by which the course of gen-
eration and reproduction is carried on, and there exists there-
fore a perfect analogy between the birth of the Universe, aud
the birth of a vegetable, an animal, or & human being,—this
exception being observed, that the former, in its comparative
infinity, must occupy a far more extended period of time than
the latter, and that, being the result of forces eternally in exer-
cise, it must represent rather a continued process of develop-
ment, or an uninterrupted succession of births, than any spe(?té,l
or instantaneous creation.

The movements of the germinal Soul were the constant and
inherent tendencies of its own component substance ; and these
movements extended in circular form to the outer surface of
space, thus producing an association of the positive and nega-
tive forces. In this manner the Divinity breathed out from
the most interior portions of his organism, that refined essence
on which the existence of all spirit, vitality, and matter must
essentially depend,—which essence was the emanation or atmos-
phere thrown off in every direcgion by the force of the intense
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motion that existed in the primitive and central Source of be-
ing. Passing in its outward flow through various intermedi-
ate stages of refinement, thiseessence blends at last with the
matter of universal space, and so causes a union of the positive
and negative forms of the original substance. The result of
this union is the formation of an element exterior to space
itself, which is the most refined and sublimated magnetism—a
gubstance which, though invisible to the human eye, expands
through all the flooding glory of Nature, and shiues in every
ray that emanates from sun or star. In this substance was
‘manifested the first outflowing creation of Deity ; it was the
primary external embodiment of that interior Life which dwells -
in the bosom of the Supreme Intelligence.

Magnetism, as a created and compound element, is negative
in its relation to the primitive Essence ; and hence, by a natural
assimilation of these two forms of matter, there occurred an-
other twion of the male and female principles, resulting in the
production of a more dense and material formation, which may
be denominated electricity. The inherent nature of this sub-
s#liise was the same as that which belonged to its parent-ele-
ments, but, its particles being brought together in a state of
increased density, it presents a less luminous appearauce, re-
flecting but a pale and feeble luster in contrast with the spark-
ling atoms of that more interior and spiritual essence which is
the life of God. This, consequently, represented the clothing of
the more refined magnetism, which was in its turn the atmos
phere of the Divine Brain. Thus in the birth of the substance
here referred to, may be viewed the second creation ; and this, it
will be observed, is an important advance toward the unfolding
of yet more external formatioas‘
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From the positive and negative relations that subsisted be-
tween magnetism and electricity, there occurred a spontaneous
union and assimilation of these elements, from which was pro-
duced a still more material substance, differing in its appear-
ance from both of these in their primitive condition. This sub-
stance is known in Chemistry as Ozygen. Tt is now recognized
as that form of matter which supports combustion, and which,
being essential to respiration, is the basis of vitality for vege-
table and animal bodies. This element occupies about one-
fourth of the bulk of the earth’s atmosphere, and may be viewed
as a third unfolding from the uncreated Essence,—which is an-
other step in the direction of tangible matter.

Again the process of chemical union, condensation, and
reproduction, went forward. The elements heretofore evolved,
being drawn together by a mutual affinity, entered into a new
combination, and generated the element which is called nitro-
gen. This is a gas which constitutes the greater proportion of
the common atmosphere, and is known as its unrespirable con-
stituent. The elements of which it is composed are so perfectly
and harmoniously blended as to form apparently one simple
element, though existing in a compound state ; and in this is
represented the fourth development of primitive matter, which
forms a still nearer approach to the realm of the visible cre-
ation. . '

From this point in the process of unfolding, we may now
turn to another and still more material substance, which has been
designated by the term Aydrogen. This element was an out-
birth from the fourth creation as this was the offspring of the
third, the third from the second, and the second from the first.
It results from a union and combination of all the inherent ele-
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ments which had an existence in previous unfoldings. By chem-
ical analysis and experiment, it has been discovered that this

.gas forms the base of water in a certain combination with oxy-
gen ; and yet it isfound that, * when mixed with three or four
times its volume of air, or with half its volume of pure oxygen, it
burns rapidly, and in the latter case with violent explosion.”
Hence from the very nature and effects of this element, its un-
folding will be recognized as another essential gradation in the
development of external nature.

‘We have now before us, according to the discoveries of mod-
ern Science, the constituent elemerits of the air, water, and fire ;
and it will be seen by the candid mind, that it is only
necessary that these primitive elements should be properly
arranged, and combined, in order to produce the substances
here mentioned in their tangible form. Furthermore, the con-
viction is forced upon us by all the apparent results of nature,
that the original elements have an innate tendency to unite and
blend together, so as to form the dense and chaotic masses of
matter to which reference is above made. Hence it will be
wise to assert what may be rationally supposed to have occurred,
in the primary unfoldings of Creation., At that period, then,
which can be conceived as the first stage of progress in which
external substances were produced, there occurred a combination
and blending of certain essences and gases which have been pre-
viously mentioned, by which process a material atmosphere was
formed. Then by a different combination and blending of the
same essences and gases, there was produced a substance which
corresponds to water in its rarefied and diffused state, this
being extended through the immeasurable immensity, as one
unimaginable ocean of etherealized vapor. And then still far-
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* ther, by a certain arrangement and combination of the primitive
elements in another form, there was created as the necessary
result of existing causes, a vast and mighty expansion of liquid |
flame, whose " hight, and breadth, and depth, no earthly mind
can comprehend. ,

The original' condition of matter, therefore, was the natural
-condition of the inherent elements of which matter is composed ;
in other words, matter primarily existed in its most simple and
uncompounded form, as a representative of elementary sub-
stance. Hence matter did not exist in its primitive develop-
ments, as a substance which would be tangible to the external
sense ; but the essential principles, essences and elements of all
matter were here embodied, having their eternal seat in the deep-
est heart of space. These principles, essences, and elements,
formed the basis of all subsequent creations, for in these were
contained the intrinsic powers and resqurces from which all ex-
isting forms of matter in the whole Universe were gradually and
naturally created ; and this truth will make its silent but irresisti-
ble appeal to the reasoning mind. It is known by chemists
and philosophers that all the visible forms of Nature are but
the conipounds of elementary substances ; it is known that all
these forms may be separated, analyzed and resolved into their
more simple elements, and that this process may be carried on
to an extent which reaches beyond the perceptions of the hu-
man eye. For example, it is known that, by a simple process
in the chemistry of Nature, the watery element which in its
compounth state is visible to the eye, is caused to arise by
insensible exhalation from the bosom of the ocean, and that, in _
this rarefied state, it is susceptible of being still farther decom-
posed into its elementary and constituent gases. And this is
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but a single illustration of a process by which all the grossest
and most tangible substances in being may be resolved into
, their original elements, which elements lie beyond the sphere
of those senses by which man is related to the external world.
If, then, the mind would trace the progress of creation,—if it
would go back to that vast and mighty birth in which the Uni-
verse was evolved, it must return to the primary and elemen-. '
tary substances from which all existing forms were created.
And when the mind beholds these substances, it will see them
not as gross and tangible matter, but as the ethereal and sub-
limated elements which have their origin in the bosom of De-
ity. Thus it is clearly demonstrated to the rational mind, that
the process of creation was commeénced by a union, assimilation
and blending of the primitive elements which were created
from the Divine essence, by which association of kindred sub-
stances were produced the expanded ocean of etherealized
vapor and the ever-moving mass of liquid fire, as the first forms
of matter which can be properly conceived and appreciated by
minds in the rudimental state.



CHAPTER VII.
 THE EVOLUTION OF WORLDS.

Gazing into the immeasurable depths of space, having
drawn aside the curtain which conceals the primitive condition
of matter, the soul may discover, extending throughout an
almost inconceivable expailse, one mighty, undivided mass of
liquid, fiery substance. This great mass of chaotic materials,
as stated in the foregoing chapter, was a result produced from
the union of the primitive elements, which had been gvolved in
the breathings of the Positive Mind. Thus a complete and

- connected series of gradations became established, which ex-
tended from the inmost, unchanging Soul, to the vast ocean of
fiery substance which formed the most external portions of the
Divine Brain. In these gradations is presented the definite
and unchangeable order of creation. The Original Essence in
its union with the substance of space, gave birth to elements
of a more dense and material nature ; these elements, though
refined and etherealized so as to be intangible to the physical

" senses, combined together in such a manner as to form chemi-
cal compounds, which are recognized as appreciable matter,—
and from this matter, it may be properly added, the higher
forms of creation were progressively unfolded.
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It is indeed somewhat difficult for the mind re‘;olviug in the
sphere of outward things, to conceive a process by which visi-
ble and tangible matter can be formed from invisible and intan-
gible elements. But it is only necessary to observe with care
the operations of established laws, to become convinced of the
fact that such results are actually produced in the changes of sur-
rounding things. The silent and unseen exhalations of the -
water arise above the surface of the earth, and, by becoming
condensed, assume the form of clouds ; then the same elements
which have thus attained a visible form, undergo a still greater
degree of condensation, and at last descend to the earth in
rain, which is tangible to the dullest and grossest sense. Yet,
even as I write, Nature furnishes a still more forcible’ illustra-
tion of the principle which is here involved. Dark ciouds have
gathered in the sky, and a fearful storm is raging. The
atmosphere seems heated and sultry, and the vivid lightning
gives evidence that the elements are seeking their equilibrium.
But hark | what crashing sounds are those? Behold, on the
melting tide of Nature’s tears, are borne large, dense Aailstones,
which, in obedience to their gravitating force, descend to earth
with fearful and destructive violence. What is the cause of an
appearance like this 7—how can such hard and heavy bodies
be formed in the vapory clouds? The philosophic answer is,
that the clouds contain certain invisible elements—that these
elements by entering into a suitable arrangement and combina-~
tion, produce globules of water,—and that these globules,
changing to ice by another chemical union, coalesce from affin- -
ity, and fall to the earth by their own weight. Now, let the
fact be noted while this illustration is before us, that it would
only require a different combination of the same elements which
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produced the hail-stones, to form a substance which the senses
could distinguish as liquid fire ; and since these elements were
the immediate and outflowing creations of the Positive Power,
ultimately forming in the process of combination a mass of igne-
ous materials, we may very naturally suppose that these mate-
rials represented an external germ, corresponding with that
from which it was derived, and containing in itself the inherent
powers and forces which were essential to develop all subse-
quent creations.

" By employing the inductive method of reasoning and tracing
causes from their visible effects, we shall be confirmed in the
conclusion which has been expressed in this connection. From
the fact, then, that the earth and all other planets with which
men have any acquaintance, are discovered to possess a spher-
ical form, we may conclude that the materials of which they were
primarily composed were in a lLguid szate, inasmuch as no solid
and compact substance could ever naturally assume this figure ;
while, on the other hand, it is precisely the form into which a
liquid mass whose particles are free to move among themselves,
would be necessarily molded by a revolution upon its axis.
The characteristics presented by the earth in the flattening of
the poles, and the fullness at the equator, serve to confirm the
same truth ; for the only way in which this peculiarity can be
rationally accounted for, 1s to suppose that the whole body was
originally in a state of fluidity, subjected to the action of the in-
herent forces created by its revolving movement. But again,
from the fact that the great centers of the solar systems of the
universe which are termed suns, constitute the innate sources
of light and heat ; and also that the earth, which is the repre-
sentative of other planets, contains within its heart, according
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to the opinion of geologists, those central fires which are the
obvious remnant of what primarily composed the entire sub-
stance of this body, we arrive at the important fact that the
original matter of which the worlds were created, was not only
liquid, as we have before seen, but was also of a fiery, or igne-
ous nature. To gain a more vivid conception of this condition,
let us suppose that the present structure of the material world
were resolved into its primitive elements ; let us conceive that
the innumerable suns which fill the immensity of space, with all
their attendant planets and revolving satellites, should, by some
unaccountable impulse, rush from their orbits, fly to one common
center, and there, being melted by the consuming breath of Om-
nipotence, should flow together in one vast and all-expanded
ocean of liquid fire,—thus forming a mighty burring sun, whose
magnitude no human thought can define, and whose brightness
no human eye could bear. This, if the earthly mind has the
capacity to comprehend such a result, would represent the
component matter of suns and systems. '
From the substance here referred to were made the first sen-
sible advances toward the grand end to be attained, which was
organization and order. This was the immediate and tangible
basis on which the structure of the Universe was built, and in
this is represented the union of all those more refined elements,
from which the streams of life and harmony have flowed, Let
"it be understood that this ocean of liquid flame was pervaded
and actuated by that eternal principle of motion which existed
in the very being of the Supreme Intelligence. Through
the constant operation of this pi'inciple, the great mass of
unrefined materials was moved and convulsed with a force and
grandeur which can not be conceived. Then, as a necessary
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consequence of this internal movement, the component parts of
the igneous mass were constantly assuming different and chang-
ing relations with regard to each other. Ultimately those por-
tions which were related by the ties of affinity, were drawn
together into a compact and condensed form ; and this form,
being intensified and rendered positive by the concentration of
kindred elements, was repelled and thrown off from the great
mass as a blazing sun, Then this body, being pervaded by
the same principle of motion which actuated the original mass,
was caused to undergo a similar process of evolution, by which
still smaller bodies were created to attend their parent-sun in
its unmeasured course. It should be noticed that, in each in-
stance of evolution, the worlds were thrown off from their pri-
mary sun by the force of an electrical repulsion, and this corres-
ponds to what is termed the centrifugal force in astronomical
science ; but having been repelled to a certain distance in

_space, which distance depends on the size and density of the
sun or planet in relation to its primary, the worlds thus re-
pelled were held in their position, and bound to the body from
which they sprang by the force of a magnetic attraction, which
corresponds to what is commonly termed the centripetal force ;
and so; on this principle, and by the action of these two forces,
the planets, suns, and systems of worlds that make the heav-
ens §o glorious, were caused to revolve, each in its turn, around
& common center. ‘ :

The worlds or suns which were primarily evolved from the
Parent-Body, were, of course, in relation to the latter, as mere
sparks or atoms ; and when, as regards the earthly idea of
number, an infinity of these worlds had been created, there
would still remain in the original mass materials for the forma-

*
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tion of other innumerable universes. So, for an eternity of
time, the process of creation was carried on, and mighty sys-
tems of worlds were ushered into space, and yet the great Foun-
tain from which they sprang was unexhausted. Indeed, it is
not too much to assert that, from the bosom of the same flam-
ing substance which dwells in the unseen depths of immensity,
suns and systems are still being born; and this assertion is
confirmed by the established fuct that occasionally new worlds,
springing from some far off and invisible source, suddenly burst
upon the view of the admiring astronomer, and take places
among their sister orbs. And thus ever, as the ages of endless
time roll away, is the mighty birth of the Universe continued.
There is no limit to a process which had uo beginning in
time. The very thoughts become lost in its contemplation
amid & boundless infinity. Soaring far beyond the limits of
earth, the spirit may roam into the depths of space; and
with every advauncing step it meets with new worlds, new
systems, and new glories, ever stretching out before its view
and filling the inconceivable expanse, until at last, beholding
no end which it may hope to reach, it falls, mute and dazzled,
as in the presence of Infinite Power! Expression is insuffi-
cient to convey any appropriate idea of the greatness, the gran-
deur, and immensity which are thas presented, and the soul can
only indulge in a delirious dream of infinitude, without. the
power to embody one suitable thought of the dazaling glory that
shines upon the brow of God. Thus those who imagine that
the earth is the only theater of human action, which is espe-
cially and peculiarly favored with the Divine presence, are
residing as it were on the outskirts of an almost illimitable cre-
ation—a creation which is too deep for the human mind to

.
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fathom, and too wide for its most expanded thoughts to tra-
verse. :

But the subject of the evolution of worlds in which may
be viewed the grand, progressive birth of the Universe, re-
quires a somewhat more detailed elucidation than that
which is given in the foregoing comprehensive survey. Minds
which have studied deeply the philosophy of Nature, will read-
ily comprehend the fact that the sun of the solar system is still
& mass of burning substance, and that this is the parent of the
earth and other planets which revolve around it. This body
has a nearly perfect correspondence with the vast primary cen-
tral Sun, from which all the suns of the firmament have been
evolved. And in this analogy is presented an important truth,
which will serve to explain the entire mystery which has been
g0 long enthroned in the heavens. The original Sun was a
combination of the primitive elements ; it was the condensa-
tion of what primarily existed in an invisible and intangible
form, and, as we have seen, it surrounded the sublimated
essence of the germinal Spirit, as the external clothing and
embodiment of the Divine Brain. Yet the essence of the Di-
vinity was diffused throughout every portion of this chaotic
matter, and constituted the principle of motion which was im-
planted in all its depths. And, moreover, the primitive out-
births of this essence—in other words, the refined elements of
magnetism and electricity, were also caused to pervade the ex-
panded whole, forming the basis of the gross combination of
elements, and giving such direction to its movements as wounld
be indicated by their own innate and legitimate tendencies.

With this fact in view, it is easy to comprehend the causes
that produced the original evolution of worlds. Let it be



102 BIRTH OF THE UNIVERSE.

noted that, in a certain philosophical sense, maguctism is the
principle of affinity, while electricity is the principle of repus-
sion. What is signified by this remark, is simply as follows :
magnetism forms, as it were, a connecting link between one
body and another, or between different portions of the same
body, binding them together by the power of an innate attrac-
tion, which attraction results from a chemical union among the
particles of this substance ; but on the other hand, electricity
in certain conditions manifests a repelling force when brought
in contact with the same fluid in corresponding conditions,—as,
for instance, it is shown by_scientific experiments, that two
bodies positively charged with electricity will have a tenden(;y
to repel each other and fly off in straight lines from any given
center. Now by a constant operation of the magnetic force,
certain portions of the vast ocean of flame before alluded to,
were drawn together through affinity so as to form a compara-
tively dense body ; and this, by means of the same attractive
power, becoming positively charged with the electric element,
was naturally repelled and thrown off in a straight line from
the original mass, rushing and whirling through the deep of
space with an unimaginable velocity. In the first stages of its
progress this body appears like a flaming comet, dragging in
its course a long and fiery trail, and seemingly plunging, aim-
less and ungoverned, into an unfathomable abyss. But if we
could view this body with the vision of the spirit, another ap-
- pearance would be presented. We should then find that,
tl.ongh it may have passed over a distance of thousands and
millions of miles, it still maintains a connection with the great
source of matter from which it was evolved ; for we should
observe that there were subtile and delicate, yet powerful

‘
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threads of magnetism flowing with it in its outward course, and
uniting it, as with strong and indissoluble ties, to its parent-
body. By the influgnce of thése magnetic threads, the velocity
of the flaming mass is gradually lessened, while its course is
turned from the straight line of simple motion. Then, after
a long and indefinite period, an equilibrium becomes established
between the projectile and attractive forces—or, to employ
more suitable terms, the electrical repulsion and magnciic
attraction are made equal ; and by the power of both these
forces combined in harmony, the created body progressively
assumes a spherical form, and is caused to commence and con-
tinue a circular movement around the burning throne of Om-
nipotence.

In these remarks may be viewed an illustration of the man-
ner in which the suns of the firmament were primarily evolved,
But it should be remembered, as it is a sclf-evident truth, that
the bodies which were thus thrown off into space, were en-
dowed with the same general nature, and governed by the
same specific tendencies, as were manifested by the original
mass. The subtile elements of magnetism and electricity, mov-
ing and controlling by their agency all grosser el:: ents, still
continued their peculiar and legitimate workings. Therefore,
in the course of ages, the blazing suns which were born from
the first repository of matter, gave birth in turn to bodies of
lesser magnitude ; and these again were the cause of producing
others of still"inferior size,—and this was done by means of the
same principles and forces which were employed in the primary
creation. And as the motion of the first great sun was cireu-
lar, in accordance with the harmonious movements of Divine
wisdom, so the motion of all bodies which were evolved from
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this, including suns, planets and satellites, partakes of the same
character, these ever revolving with an undisturbed order
around the far-distant aud superior Center on which they are
all dependent. Hence we arrive at the interesting fact, that
the entire structure of the Universe is one complete solar sys-
tem, that its movements describe a series of perfect circles, and
that its center is a majestic Sun, which enshrines the inmost
soul of God.

"How beautiful, how sublime, and glorious, are all these
wide-spread creations! Incouceivable in number, and seem-
ingly boundless in extent, they shine like gems on the bosom
of the all-pervading Life. Beauty, harmony, and perfection
reign supreme. Worlds on worlds, systems on systews, gov-
erned by definite and established laws, move in silence on their
majestic course, and there is no jar, no confusion or discord, to
disturb the voiceless music of the spheres. And as the scul
looks up to those shining orbs—as it listens to the wondrous
story of their birth—as it contemplates their number, their mag-
nitude, and extent, it may gain exalted and truthful coneep-
tions of the Divine nature and economy, and learn wisdom from
the unerring lines which are traced by the Almighty hand.
From the radiant sky, though it be enwrapt in eternal silence,
there flows down a divine revelation—a spirit-langnage, which
falls with celestial sweetness on the seuses of the soul. No
written revelation of the Divine existence—no verbal descrip-
tion of the handiwork of &tod, could be made so impressive and
powerful as those living witnesses, and that still, small voice.
How elevating and peaceful is the influence which they impart,”
and yet how grand the contemplations to which they lead !
Here is contained the confirmation of the soul’s most cherished
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faith ; for who can view the countless worlds in the firmament
—who can read the unchanging laws by which they are gov-
erned—who can behold the sublime order and harmony with
which they move in their endless circles, and say within his
heart there is no God, or feel his soul unmoved with reverence
* for the wisdom of the skies? It is here—in the vast creation—
that we may find the truly sacred volume, whose characters of
light reveal the principles of wisdom.



CHAPTER VIII.
PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENTS,

Frou the views présented in the preceding portions of this
volume, it will be perceived—and on this point the writer
would most strongly insist—that creation was a gradual and
progressive work ; that it resulted, not from the direct inter-
position and instantaneous operation of Almighty power, but
rather from those natural, established processes which were
developed from the inherent laws and tendencies of original
matter. The supposition that all the majestic worlds of the
universe were brought into being, as it were, in a moment, by
one imperative command of the Almighty, it would seem can
scarcely be entertained by the reasoning mind. 7Z%:s, let it be-
observed, is not the method in whichk God works. While it is
freely acknowledged that Deity is omnipotent in the perform-
ance of his will, it is evidently impossible that He should act
inconsistently with his own nature, or that he should pursue
any course different from that method which is the natural and
eternal expression of his own mind. Now all the evidence
which can be obtained from the present order of Nature as to
the peculiar mode of His operation, clearly shows that every
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result is accomplished—every effect produced, by the progress-
ive action of established, invariable laws. Since, then, there is
no proof that the Divine Being, who is immutable in his nature,
has ever changed his mode of action in relation to the universe,
it is clear that the obvious method by which all spheres and
existences are now governed, represent also the beautiful process
by which they were first brought forth from the womb of
Chaos.

The same important principle of progressive development
which was manifested in the original formation of worlds, is
exhibited also in the creation of other and higher forms of mat-
ter which appear upon their surfaces. While the worlds then-
selves may be regarded as primary productions, the various
bodies which are developed ou their superficies may be classed
as secondary and ultimate productions. But it is an interest-
ing truth that, throughout the entire range of natural develop-
ments, the same general laws and processes are instituted in all
casges, and made subservient to the end required ; and so the
same universal principles are made to apply to the secondary
as-well as to the primary creatious, and the same manifestations
of progressive growth are witnessed in the vegetable and ani-
mal productions of the planets, as in their own formation, evo-
lution, and harmonious unfoldings. It would be doing injus-
tice to the generzil subject of this volume, if the writer ncg-
lected to refer particularly to the progressive developments
which are carried forward on the surfaces of worlds, subsequently
to their separation from the parent-sun. This indeed is a
theme which has superior claims on the attention of the human
mind, and is capable of being investigated and understood in
the light of reason, though it should lead the thoughts back
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even through the clouds of flame that enveloped the chaotic
elements.

To illustrate this part of the subject, it will be proper to con-
fine our attention wholly to this planet, since this may be con-
sidered as an appropriate index to, and example of, the vari-
ous corresponding developmeuts, which are taking place onm
other planets that exist in similar conditions. Wheu first de-
rived from its parent-source, the earth necessarily partook of a
liquid and igneous nature, and was consequently in a condition
entirely unsuited to the production of any of the objects that
now adorn the expanse of Nature. Kor ages the globe re-
mained a barren and uninhabited waste, on whose surface life,
beauty, and intelligence had as yet no birth. Propelled by the
projectile force which it received frow the sun, it rolled through
space as an immense ball of fire, over which Death and Chaos
seemed to reign supreme. And yet even in this crude and un-
developed mass were contained the germinal elements of all
higher forms, which needed only appropriate conditions to be
brought forth to a glorious perfection. In the lapse of time,
therefore, which embraced a period of many centuries, the
earth having thrown off in dense emanations a portion of its
internal heat, and its surface being thus sabjected to a cooling
process, it began to assume a more dense and compact form ; so
that ultimately, the priuciples of motion, association, and pro-
gression being in coustant operation, all the present superior
developments of the primitive substance were caused to be un-
folded, resulting in the existence of minerals, vegetables, ani-
mals, and man,

The reader should understand that these several develop-
ments were not all produced at the same time, but at different
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successive periods. Even the grossest mineral could not have
been formed in a sea of liquid fire ; plants could not have been
born without an appropriate soil to nourish them ; animals
could not have existed without the previous growth of plants,
and man never could have appeared on the earth’s surface with-
out the former creation of all these lower forms ; so that the
several kingdoms or departments of Nature as they are now
viewed, represent so many successive gradations, or series, which
must have occupied at least several centuries. Here may be
observed the introduction of that sublime order which now
forms a marked and beautiful characteristic of the works of
creation. Instead of a confused, irregular, or convulsive gath-
ering of the elements essential to form the higher organizations
of matter, we behold only a steady and gradual unfolding of
the several kingdoms of Nature, in accordance with the same
established principle by which the oak is developed from the
acorn, or the rose from its tiny bud. Every thing was created
in its own appropriate time and place. It was necessary that
the lowest, rudimental forms should undergo a preparatory
process of refinement, before the higher order of animate creation
could be developed ; and this, also, in obedienee to the same
unvarying law, was made to pass through the ascending stages
" of advancement, until at last Man, who is the king and priest
of Nature, was brought forth to worship in this mighty temple.

I am aware that the presentation of these views will neces-
sarily oppose the mythological revelations of antiquity ; espe-
cially the doctrine which teaches that this earth, and all the
myriad worlds that light the realms of space, including the
varied animate and inanimate objects that exist upon the globe, .
were created in precisely six natural days, composed of twenty-
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four hours each, and that God, having labored for this space
of time, became weary, and rested on the seventh day. But
this doctrine, though it has been incorporated with the popu-
lar teachings on the subject of Cosmogony, is in itself unsup-
ported by any principle of reasou, and is wholly unwarranted
by the revealmeuts of geological sciénce. The fact should not
be overlooked that several of the wost eminent and candid ge-
ologists in this country aund in Europe, have given it as the
result of their investigations, that the work of creation must
have occupied a much louger space of time than is usually
allotted to this process. Amoung these may be mentioned Mr.
Faber, a learued English writer, who expresses the opinion,
that, from various circumstances, including the discoveries of
modern physiologists, 1t is clearly proved, * that the six demi-
wgic days, instead of being nothing more than six natural
days, were each a period of very considerable length,” embra-
cing at least six thousand years. Another author, whose opiu-
ion on this subject is entitled to cousideration, 1s Professor Sil-
liman, of this country, who * sees a mecessity in the mechanism
of the earth, for extending the days of creation to periods of
time of wdclinte length” It is granted,” says this author,
‘““ that Moses might have understood the word (day) according
to the popular siguification, and that this sense would be the
most obvious one .to overy mind not informed as to the siructure
of the globe.” At tuc sawe time he clearly expresses the opin-
ion that, in the light of geological researches, the usual inter-
pretation of this term as applied to the process of creation, is
wholly incousistent ; and Le remarks, *“ According to the popu-
lar undersianding, the transition and secondary mountains, with
their coal beds, plants, and animals, were formed in two or
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three natural days, by physical laws, which is incredible because
i ts impossible.” Being thus instructed by the revealments of
Science, a8 well as by the teachings of Reason, the reader
will see that the construction of the Universe from the chaotic
materials previously existing, was not an instantaneous birth
of form and order, but rather a series of progressive develop-
ments, which was established in strict accordance with the prin
ciples existing in the Supreme Power.

It'is to be observed that all things in the world of matter
were caused to undergo a process of sublimation and refine-
ment, and that all the myriad forms which were here primarily
developed, became the illustrations and representatives of pi'o-
gress. And when the grand design of creation is definitely
understood, the fact will be perceived that all the varied ob-
jects of the material world had an indwelling tendency to attain
higher and still higher degrees of perfection, unto the develop-
ment of a perfected and individualized structure. = In the min-
eral was manifested simply the general principle of motion,
without the presence of any of the higher qualities which belong
to organized existence ; but even in thig-—angular and tmper-
fect as it was—was contained a power of development which
was manifested in unfolding the higher form of the vegetable,
—and thus the primary principle of the grossest substance is
seen to be that of refinement and organization. But the veg-
etable illustrated the same prominent principle in a more sen-
sible manner, by taking up, as it were, the chaotic materials
of the earth and molding them in such order and precision as
to form a complete structure of organized life. In the animal
a still superior development was manifested ; and here the mo-
tion and life which were the attributes of the vegetable king-
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dom, were crowned with a more exalted quality which resulted
from, and was dependent upon, a more perfect organization.
Then standing on the very summit of Nature’s pyramid—with
upright form and majestic soul—was at last produced the human
being, representing the highest and most perfect development
of matter. '

Bat the writer is not satisfied to base this reality on what
may be regarded as an unsettled theory or a fanciful specula-
tion. The great truth which is here presented has its founda-
tion in the undeniable facts of Nature, as contained in the pri-
meval history of the earth. To these facts it is necessary that
we should now recur, that we may discover in them the won-
drous methods and processes by which the work of creation
has been carried on. Accordingly in this connection, for the
purpose of presenting a more detailed and satisfactory history
of the progressive developments of the earth, it is deemed ap-
propriate to introduce the following graphic account—taken
from Sharp’s Magazine—which will be found to possess intrinsic
interest, while it serves to confirm our previous conclusions :—

“ Hundreds of thousands of years ago, the earth now so busy
and full of life, rolled on its ceaseless course, a vast, desolate, and
sterile globe. Day and night succeeded one another, and season
followed season, while yet no living form existed, and still the
sun rose upon arid, verdureless continents, and hot, caldron-
like seas, on which the streaming vapors and heavy fogs sat
like an incubus. This is the earliest period of which we glean
any positive record, and it is probable that previous to this era
the universe was in a state of incandescence, or intense heat,
and that by the gradual cooling of the globe, the external sur-
face became hard, and formed a first crust, in the same manner
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that molten dead, when exposed to the cold air, hardens on the
surface. The vapors which previously floated around this
heated mass, in like manner became partially condensed ; and
gradually accumulating in the hollows, formed the boiling seas,
which, in after ages, were destined to be vast receptacles teem-
ing with life, '

“ How long such a period continued, it is impossible to say,
and were we even able to number its years, we should in all
probability obtain a total of such magnitude as would render
us unable to form any accurate idea of its extent. Our ideas
of time, like those of space, are comparative, and so immense
was this single period in geological history, that any interval
taken from human retords would fail to present an adequate
idea of it.

‘ As might be expected, this era was marked by vast and
violent convulsions ; volcanos raged and threw up molten gran-
ite, earthquakes heaved and uplifted continents, seas were dis-
placed and inundated the land, and still the earth was envel-
oped in vapor and mist arising from the high temperature, and
the light most probably penetrated only sufficiently to produce
a sickly twilight, while the sun shot lurid rays through the
dense and foggy atmosphere. Such a world must have been
_ incompatible with either animal or vegetable life, and we
accordingly find no remains of either in the rocks which belong
to this early period ; their principal characteristics is a highly
crystalline appearance, giving strong presumptive evidence of
the presence of great heat.

‘ After this era of desolation and gloom, we enter upon what
is technically termed the ¢ transition period ;’ and here we begin
to mark the gradual preparation of the globe for the reception
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of its destined inhabitants. The change is, however, at first
very slight, and there is evidence of frequent convulsions and
of high tempefature ; but the action of fire appears to have
declined in force, and aqueous agencies are exerting themselves.
The earlier portion of this formation is rendered peculiarly in-.
teresting by the fact, that during it the most ancient forms of
life sprang into existence. It is true that merely a few species
of shell-fish, with some corals, inhabited the depths of the ocean,
while the dry land remained untenanted ; nevertheless, humble
and scanty as they were, we can not fail to look with interest
on the earliest types of that existence which has subsequently
reached such perfection in ourselves.

“The presence of corals shows, that although the transition
seas had lost their high temperature, yet they retained a suffi-
cient degree of heat to encourage the development of animals
requiring warmth,” These minute animals possess the remarka-
ble property of extracting from the elementary bodies held in

-solution in the waters, the materials for forming new rocks.
To the coral animalcule or polype we owe much for the vast
limestone beds which are found in every part of the world,
and many a vessel laden with the riches and productions of the
earth, finds a grave on the sunken reefs that are the fruit of its
labors.

‘ As ages elapsed, and the universe became better adapted
for the reception of life, the waters swarmed with zoophyte and
corals, and in the silurian strata we find organic remains abun-
dant ; shell-fish are numerous and distinct in form, and in some
instances display a very interesting anatomical construction.
As an instance, we may mention the Trilobite, an animal of
the crustacean order ; the front part of its body formed a large,
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crescent-shaped shield, while the hinder portion consisted of a
broad triangular tail, composed of segments folding over each
other like the tail of a lobster ; its most peculiar organ, how-
ever, was the e)"e, which was composed of four hundred minute
spherical lenses placed in separate compartments, and so sitw
ated that, in the animal’s usual place at the bottom of the
ocean, it could see every thing around. This kind of eye is also
common to the existing butterfly and dragon fly, the former
of which has thirty-five thousand, and the latter fourteen thou-
sand lenses. ) -

“ Continuing to trace the history of this ancient period, we
reach what is called among geologists the Old Red Sandstone
. age. The corals, and the shell-fish, and the crustacea of the
former period have passed away ; and in their place we find
fishes ; thus presenting to us the earliest trace of the highest
order of the animal kingdom—Vertebrata. The plants in this
system are few, and it would seem as if the condition of the
world was ill adapted for their growth. Another peculiar
characteristic of this era is the state of calm repose in which
the ocean appears to have remained ; in many rocks the ripple
mark left by the tide on the shores of the ancient seas, is clearly
viSible ; nevertheless, considerable volcanic action must have
“taken place, if we are to believe geologists, who find them-
selves unable to account otherwise for the preponderance of
mineral matter, which seems to have been held in solution by
the waters. ,

“We now pass on to the Carboniferous period, and a marked
change at once strikes us as having taken place. In the pre-
vious era few plants seem to have existed ; now they flourished
with unrivaled luxuriance. Ferns, cacti, gigantic equisetums,
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and many plants of which there are no existing types, grew, and
lived, and died in vast impenetrable forests ; while the bulrush
and the cane, or the genera nearly allied to them, occupied
the swamps and lowlands. This is the period when the great
coal beds and strata of ironstone were deposited, which supply
us with fuel for our fires, and materials for our machinery.
The interminable forests that grew and died in the lapse of
centuries, were gradually borne down by the rivers and tor-
rents to the ocean, at whose bottom they ultimately found a
resting-place. A considerablé portion of the land, also, seems
to have been slowly submerged, as in some cases fossil treesand
plants are found in an upright position, as they originally grew.
“There is no period in geological history so justly deserving
of examination as this. To the coal beds then deposited, Great
Britain in a great measure owes national and mercantile great-
ness. Dr. Buckland, in speaking of this remote age, remarks
in his Bridgewater Treatise, that ‘ the important uses of coal
and iron in administering to the supply of our daily wants, give
to every individual among us, in almost every moment of our
lives, a personal concern, of which but few are conscious, in the
geological events of these very distant eras. We are all
brought into immediate connection with the vegetation titat
clothed the ancient earth, before one-half of its actual surface’
had yet been formed. The trees of the primeval forests have
not like modern trees undergone decay, yielding back their ele-
ments to the soil and atmosphere by which they have been
nourished ; but treasured up in subterranean storehouses, have
been transformed into enduring beds of coal, which in these
latter ages have been to man the sources of heat and light, and
wealth. My fire now burns with fuel, and my lamp is shining
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with the light of gas derived from coal that has been buried for
countless ages in the deep and dark recesses of the earth. We
prepare our food and maintain our forges and furnaces, and the
power of our steam engines, with the remains of plants of an-
cient- forms and extiict species, which were swept from the
earth ere the formation of the transition strata was completed.
Our instruments of cutlery, the tools of our mechanics, and
the countless machines which we construct by the infinitely va-
ried applications of iron, are derived from ore, for the most part
coéval with, or more ancient than the fuel, by the aid of which
we reduce it to its metallic state, and apply it to innumerable
uses in the economy of human life. Thus, from the wreck of
forests that waved upon the surface of the primeval lands, and
from feruginous mud that was lodged at the bottom of the pri-
meval waters, we derive our chief supplies of coal and iron,
those two fundamental elements of art and industry, which con-
tribute more than any other mineral productions of the earth
to increase the riches, and multiply the comforts, and amelior-
ate the condition of mankind.’ »

“This may be justly styled the golden age of the pre-adam-
ite world ; the globe having now cooled to a sufficient temper-
ature to promote the growth of plants without being injurious
to them, is for the first time clothed in all the rich verdure of
a tropical climate. Doubtless the earth would have presented
a lovely aspect, had it been possible to have beheld it—the
mighty forests, unawakened by a sound save that of the sigh-
ing of the wind ; the silent seas, in which the new-born deni-
vens of the deep roamed at will ; the vast inland lakes, for ages
unruffled but by the fitful breeze—all present to the mind’s eye
a picture of surpassing grandeur. The creatures that existed,
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though differing from those of the previous age, were still con-
fined to the waters ; a8 yet the dry land remained untenanted.
The fishes give evidence of a higher organization, and many of
them appear to have been of gigantic dimensions. Some teeth
which have been found of one kind, the Megalichtys, equal in
size those of the largest living crocodiles.

“There is one peculiarity respecting fossil fishes, which is
worthy of remark. It is that, in the lapse of time from one
era to another, their character does not change insensibly, as
in the case of many zoOphytes and testacea species, on the con-
trary, abruptly and at certain definite intervals. A celebrated
geologist has observed, that not a single species of fossil fish
has yet been found that is common to any two great geological
formations, or that is living in our own seas.

“ Continuing our investigation, we next find the fruitful coal
era passing away ; scarcely a trace of vegetation remains; a
few species of zoophytes, shells, and fishes are to be found, and
we observe the impression of footsteps, technically called ich-
nites, from the Greek ichnom, a footmark. These marks pre-
sent a highly interesting memento of past ages. Persons liv-
ing near the sea shore must have frequently observed the dis-
tinctness with which the track of birds and other animals
is imprinted in the sand. If this sand were to be hard-
ened by remaining exposed to the action of the sun and air,
tt would form a perfect mold of the foot ; this is exactly what
occurred in these early ages, and the hollow becoming subse-
quently filled by the deposition of new sediment, the lower re-
tained the impression, while the upper one presented a cast in
relief. Many fossil footmarks have been found in the rocks
belonging to this period.
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It is evident from the fact of footmarks being tound, that
creatures capable of existing on dry land were formed about
this time, and we accordingly find the remains of a new order
—Reptiles. These animals, which now constitute but a small
family among existing quadrupeds, then flourished in great size
and numbers. Crocodiles and lizards of various forms and gi-
gantic stature, roamed through the earth. Some of the most
remarkable are those which belong to the genus Ichthyosaurus,
or fish lizard, so called from the resemblance of their vertebree
to those of fishes. This saurian, Dr. Buckland describes as
something similar in form to the modern porpoise : it had fom
broad feet, and a long and powerful tail ; its jaws were so pro-
digious that it could probably expand them to the width of
five or six feet, and its powers of destruction must have been
enormous. The length of some of these reptiles exceeded thirty
feet.

* Another animal which lived at this period was the Plesio-
saurus. It lived in shallow seas and estuaries, and would seem
from its organs of respiration, to have required frequent sup-
plies of fresh air. Mr. Conybeare describes it as ‘ swimming
upon, or near the surface, arching its long neck like the swan,
and occasionally darting down at the fish which happened to
float within its reach.’ -

“This reptile, which was smaller than the Ichthyosaurus,
bas been found as long as from twelve to fifteen feet. Its ap-
pearance and habits differed from the latter materially. The
Ichthyosaurus, with its short neck, powerful jaws, and lizard-
like body, seems admirably suited to range through the deep
waters, unrivaled in size or strength, and monarch of the then
2xisting world ; the Plesiosaurus, smaller in size and inferior
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in strength, shunned its powerful antagonist, and, lurking in
shallows and sheltered bays, remained secure from the assaults
of its dangerous foe, its long neck and small head being well
adapted to enable it to dart on its prey, as it lay concealed
amid the tangled sea-weed.

“This has been called by geologists the ‘age of reptiles’;
their remains are found in great numbers in the lias, oolite, and
wealden strata. These creatures seem to form a connecting
link between the fishes of the previous era and the mammalia
of the Tertiary age ; the Ichthyosaurus differed little from a
fish in shape, and its paddles, or feet, are not unlike fins ; the
Plesiosaurus on the contrary, as its name denotes, partook more
of the quadruped form. Dr. Buckland, in describing it, says :
‘To the head of a lizard it united the teeth of a crocodile ; a
neck of enormous length, resembling the body of a serpent ; a
trunk and tail having the proportions of an ordinary quadru-
ped ; the ribs of a camelon, and the paddle of a whale” Be-
sides these animals we find the Pterodactyle, half bird and half
reptile ; the Megalosaurus, or gigantic lizard, the Hyheosau-
rus, or forest lizard ; the Geosaurus, or land lizard, and many
others, all partaking more or less of affinity to both the pisca-
tory and saurian tribes.

“Passing now to the period when the great chalk rocks
which prevail so much in the south-eastern counties of Great
Britain were deposited, we find the land in a great many places
submerged ; the fossil remains are eminently marine in charac-
ter, and the earth must literally have presented a ‘world of
waters’ to the view. Sponges, corals, star-fish, and marine
reptiles inhabited the globe, and plants, chiefly of marine types
grew on its surface. Although, however, a great portion of
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the earth was under water, it must not therefore be snpposed
that it returned to its ancient desolation and solitude. The
author whom we last quoted, in speaking of this subject, says :
‘The sterility and solitude which have sometimes been attril-
uted to the depths of the ocean, exist only in the fictions of
poetic fancy. The great mass of water that covers nearly
three-fourths of the globe, is crowded with life, perhaps more
abundantly than the air and the surface of the earth ; and the
bottom of the sea, within a certain depth accessible to light,
swarms with countless hosts of worms and creeping things,
which represent the kindred families of low degree which crawl
upon the land.’

“This era seems to have been one of peculiar tranquility, for
the most part undisturbed by earthquakes or other igneous
forces. The prevailing characteristic of the scenery was flat-
ness, and low continents were surrounded by shallow seas. The
earth is now approaching a state when it will be fit for the
reception of man, and in the next era we find some of the exist-
ing species of animals.

“It is worthy of observation, that at the different periods
when the world had attained a state suitable for their exist-
ence, the various orders of animal and vegetable life were cre.
ated. Inthe ‘dark ages’ of geological history, when the globe
had comparatively lately subsided from a state of fusion, it was
barren, sterile, and uninhabited ; next, the waters having be-
come cool enough, some of the lowest order of shell-fish and
zoGphytes peopled them ; subsequently, fishes were formed, and
for ages constituted the highest order of animal life ; after this
we enter on the age of reptiles, when gigantic crocodiles and
. lizard-like forms dwelt in fenny marshes, or reposed on the
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black mud of slow moving rivers, as they crept along toward
the ocean betwixt their oozy banks; and we now reach the
period when the noblest order of animal life, the class to
which man himself belongs, Mammalia, began to people the
earth.”

In this primeval history of the earth is contained a beauti-
ful illustration of the principle of progressive development ;
and the thought will be naturally introduced in the mind of
the reader, that the series of gradations which are here ex-
plained, must tend toward some grand ultimate, which may be
viewed as representing the use and design of creation. The
same law of progress which develops the vegetable from the
mineral production, also developed the animal from the vege-
table ; and the same law is likewise sufficient to unfold Man
from the inferior orders of being. Hence, as the rock, the
plant, or the animal were not separate and independent crea-
tions, but were the result of a natural development of the
earth, so Man himself was not formed out of the dust of the
ground by the special action of the Creator, but was an
ultimate form, standing on the lofty pyramid of being, to-
ward which all other forms are aspiring, and with which they
are all in some degree connected. Nature thus presents a vast
and mighty scale, in which all the variety of unfolding forms
are caused to occupy an appropriate position ; and in this
scale the soul may behold the wonders of that Wisdom, which,
in a ceaseless and harmonious spiral ascension, bears all forms
and beings toward the pure atmosphere of the Divinity.

The design of this volume does not include a specific and
detailed account of the creation of Man; but enough has
already been said to disclose the true principles which were
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involved in his development. If Deity did not stretch forth
his hand, or issue a special mandate, to create the minerals of
the earth, the flowers of the field, or the various animals that
inhabit the land and sea, then we have no reason to conclude

that He exercised any miraculous power, or, to be explicit, a
A power which is above the laws of Nature, in the creation of
Man. Neither does the existence of Man on the earth present
in itself any more a miracle, than the existence of any inferior
being ; and it is as easy to conceive that he forms the ultimate
link in the chain of development, as that other beings of less

exalted nature are intermediate links in this chain. It is ad- -

mitted that Man is possessed of glorious and godlike powers—
that he occupies a position far superior to the brute, and has
within him a principle of intelligence which claims a relation
with the Divine Mind. But this admission does not destroy
" the connection which must subsist between him and all the
lower orders of creation—it does not place him aside from, or
make him independent of, the regular and systematic unfold-
ings of Nature ; but it rather shows that in him is contained
the final embodiment of material elements, and the divine ex-
pression of their interior life. Man is in himself a miniature
universe ; the forces, essences, and elements which made the
worlds, are all concentrated in his perfected constitution, and
in his birth upon this planet was exemplified the same general
principles which primarily gave form and being to the suns and
systems of space.

The constitution of the existing Universe reveals the estab-
lished order of its unfolding. There is an ineffaceable impres-
gion of the original Power in all the variety of material forms,
and a record of the degrees and states of being through which
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they have passed, has been written in unmistakable characters
on the bosom of the wide-spread Creation. And the one great
lesson taught in all things is that of progressive development.
Forms which have arisen from chaos to a state of beauty and
perfection, have left their marks on the upward pathway along
which they came, and they manifest their relations to, and de-
pendence upon, all the inferior grades and states of being. The
mind may therefore perceive in the chain of connection which
binds the Universe in one grand structure, the innumerable
and unbroken links of unfolding, which were necessary to make
this chain complete. Suns, planets, and satellites—minerals,
plants, and animals—motion, life, sensation, and intelligence,
all display, in their several progressive spheres, the systematic
gradations of refinement through which all matter has been
carried. Accordingly it is found that these gradations, exist-
ing now as the evidence of primary unfoldings, form the parts -
of a vast and almost incomprehensible system, each of which is
essential to the harmony and perfection of the whole. To use
the language of a true philosopher,
«From Nature's chain whatever link you strike,

Tenth or ten thousandth breaks the chain alike ;

And if each system in gradation roll,

Alike essential to the amazing whole,

The least confusion but in one, not all

That system only, but the whole must fall.

Let earth unbalanced from her orbit fly,

Planets and suns rin lawless through the sky ;

Let ruling angels from their spheres be hurled,

Being on being wrecked, and world on world,

Heaven’s whole foundations to its center nod,

And Nature trembles to the throne of God.”
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Now to suppose that the several departments of the cosmical
structure were special and independent creations, would in-
volve no necesssity for concluding that there exists between
them any necessary connection or dependence ; but if these are
regarded, as they-should be, as so many successive develop-
ments of matter, having been created gradually in a progress-
ive order, then it will be easy to appreciate the fact which
really exists, that they are all united in one indissoluble chain -
of being. Hence, according to the evidence presented in the
_ settled order of Nature and in the relation which subsists be-
tween its various departments, it will be wise to recognize in
all surrounding creations the erection of one ascending scale,
that reaches from the gross earth to the summit where Man is
seated on his throne of power,

How perfect, how harmonious, and how divine are all the
arrangements of the Universal Temple | Sweet breathings
from the Soul of All, are diffused and expanded through "every
particle of the material world ; and the power of the attrac-
tion which dwells therein, leads upward and forward the great
multitude of living and unliving forms, in the direction of that
end in the human body which corresponds with the beginning
in the Eternal Soul. Creation is but one continued series of
progressive developments, extending thus from the Divine
Brain to the germ of the human being, and all the intermediate
gradations in this series are so many necessary steps, without
which the end could never be attained. In all that is below
Man may be viewed the essential parts which were employed
in the formation of his complete organism. Every thing man-
ifests an aspiration to attain the position which he occupies,
and all look up to him as the crowning work, in which the
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outbreathing love, will, and wisdom of God have found their
finite embodiment. And is there not here a key which will
uulock the mysteries of creation? By understanding the prin-
ciple of progressive development, and by comprehending the
end toward which that development tends, may we not dis-
cern the law, the use and purpose of all existences? Yes.
The true philosopher needs only this general basis, in order to
descend into the vailed regions of the great Arcana, and un-
ravel the secrets which have been long buried in its depths.

In the light of such views, the philosophy of creation is dis- -
robed of the mists and shadows of mythological theories, and
stands forth in the beautiful sunlight of eternal Truth., The
conclusions arrived at, though they are not consistent with the
long-cherished opinions of theologians, are to be regarded as
the legitimate results of a rational investigation into the prin-
“ciples and revelations of Nature. Reasoning from the exist-
ing effects which are every where apparent in the Universe,
the mind is capable of taking an analogical, if not a direct
view of the causes that were originally in operation, It is
true that it can not comprehend all which is embraced in the
stupendous work of God, since to do this would require a
power equal to that of Omniscience itself. Indeed the subject
embraces a field of thought which is illimitable in extent, and
may never be entirely explored by the human mind. Yet
moved by the inspiration which is ever flowing down from the
spiritual heavens, the seeking soul may enjoy sublime and ex-
panded contemplations in relation to the origin, constitution,
and laws of the mighty structure of Creation, and attain to a
perception of beautiful and exalted truths which are interwoven
with the very elements of existing things, There is no more
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fruitful or attractive field of investigation than Nature. If
minds on earth would attract the divine thoughts of God ; if
they would commune with the invisible reality, and feel the
breathings of the pervading Spirit, they must worship in the"
courts of that sanctuary which is hallowed with the presence
of celestial Love, and is replete with instructions which are
divine and eternal



CHAPTER IX,
STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE.

Forus of beauty adorn the azure sky and rest on the wide-
spread bosom of the earth. And all are filled with the essence
of the Parent-Spirit—all reveal the action of his divine intelli-
gence, and all are warmed and illuminated by the breathings
of his exhaustless love. Nature.in all its parts is a representa-
tive of the Divine will, and an embodiment of the Divine
thoughts. When the mind desires to know what God thinks
and purposes, let it look forth on the existing structure of the
Universe, and let it investigate the laws and uses of the ma~
terial creation. The Divinity is revealed in all his works, and
if these works were more interiorly and comprehensively viewed,
the revelation would serve to elevate the human soul to a
sphere of spiritual illumination, where the very nature and
movements of the First Cause would be perceived and appre-
ciated. That which exists in the external world has a perfect
analogy with that which has being in the interior world, since
the one is simply a correspondential effect from the other. To
investigate, therefore, the causes which primarily operated in
the spiritual sphere to produce physical results, it is not neces-



STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE. _ 129

sary, a8 might be supposed, to go back to some very distant
period in former ages, because the effects which proceed from
those causes are continually in existence, and from these effects
the line of induction extends unbroken to the original Source
of being. Consequently the structure of the Universe itself
will reveal its own origin—the harmonious principles which are
at work in all its parts, will disclose the forces by which it was
brought forth into form and order, and the depths of interior
life where the Divine Essence lives, and breathes, and moves,
will unfold the primitive substance from which the Whole was
born.

In contemplating the works of creation, extending as they
do into the distant fields of immensity, and containing within
their sphere the infinitude in which thought itself becomes lost
in adoration, the human mind may well shrink from the task
of investigating and comprehending the entire realm of being
presented to the mental conceptions, Yet the Universe with
all its sublime and inconceivable glory, is one of the principal
mediums through which the Divinity speaks to the human spir-
it ; and its beantiful unfoldings, material and spiritual, are the
 treasures of celestial knowledge to which the mind on earth
should ever earnestly aspire. To examine the Universe in a
clear and rational light, it is necessary that the soul should
attain not only an elevated, but an inferior position, from
which it can look forth on the operations of Nature as the ex-
ternal manifestations of divine principles, which are seen and
comprehended by the inward perceptions. It is impossible to
reach the realities of the Universe by gazing on its vast ex-
" panse with the outward eye. In this manuer only a feeble
and exceedingly limited conception. can be obtained of those
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realms of being which seem to expand into infinity. Hence
Science, with all its vast discoveries and important revelations,
has thus far presented to the world but a small and insignifi-
cant portion of the temple of Nature ; for while it could gather
fragments of truth from the dark forms of earth, and search
out some of the laws that govern the shining orbs of night, it
could not extend beyond these into those ever-expanding fields
of space which only the vision of the soul itself can visit, and
it could not penetrate beneath them into the regions of the
invisible world, where the life and light of Giod are hidden
from the perceptions of sense,

The Universe must be considered in two aspects ; the first
giving a’view of the realm of material substance as revealed to
the outward organs of the mind —and the other presenting the
realm of spiritual substance as comprehended by the vision of
the soul. Both of these views unfold an apparent infinity, but
that of the former is the infinity of space or extent, and that
of the latter is the infinity of life or depth. 'When, therefore,
the mind has wearied itself in endeavoring to comprehend some-
thing of the immensity of the Universe in an external point of
view, it has still to look within each particle of the worlds over
which it has traveled, and find in this inner temple of the Di-
vine Mind, another and still deeper universe. That which
gense could comprehend, though it could roam over the ex-
. panse of all material worlds, would be but the mere suzface of

creation which is bathed only with a transient light, and is
decked with forms that change and die. The human mind,
then, must endeavor to expand its conceptions into a still
deeper sphere of thought than that embraced in the immensity
of creation ; it must penetrate the world of invisible life—invis-
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ible to the eye, but revealed gloriously to the sonl ; it must go
down beneath the fading objects of the material Universe ; it
must contemplate the minute atoms—the refined elements of
which these are composed, and then it must descend still further
into the arcana of Nature, and investigate the spiritual essences
and divine principles by which the universal whole is sustained,
animated, and moved.

Yet the great truth must now be impressed, that both the
outward Universe and its interior life—the world of matter
and the world of spirit, are, strictly and analytically speaking,
ome substance. This truth may scarcely be recognized by the
superficial mind, since to the outward view the Universe seems
to be composed of many different substances, while the realm
of the spirit is supposed to be entirely diverse in its nature
from all these. But to arrive at the truth which has been ex-
pressed, it is necessary to investigate the elementary constitu-
tion of existing forms. These forms in their organic state do
not represent the ultimate of matter. "The outward structure
which is visible to the eye, does not manifest the primitive sub-
stance of which this is composed. All things may be resolved
into their component elements ; and when we look within the
external organism,.we find that it is composed of inconceivably
minate particles—that these particles are formed from still
more refined and subtile elements, and that these elements may
be traced back to the spiritual essence, which exists as the orig-
inal source of all gross and visible matter. When, therefore,
the mind would consider the nature of all existing substance, it
must regard this not in the light of its outward appearance,
but in the view which the soul may obtain of its primitive and
constituent elements ; and when these elements are contem-
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plated in the light of their original source, flowing as they must
from one great central Essence, it will be seen that, since they
proceed primarily from the same origin, the substances which
may be formed from these, however diverse in their apparent
and tangible form, are really and intrinsically one Therefore
does the Universe present a grand and beautiful unity, even in
its most diversified and complicated structures; and so the
whole established system of things is one harmonious Effect,
proceeding from one Cause, and tending toward one End.
The human mind can never comprehend the immensity of
the revolving systems that roll in space. It can never enter-
tain more than the shadow of the reality which no finite
thought can embrace. Yet an expansive and comprehensive
view of the Universe, will embrace the inconceivable whole as
a sublime unity ; and instead of parts and fragments—worlds
and systems, may be belield the perfect and united stracture
that enshrines the Divinity. So on the wings of the ideal the
soul may soar away through the vast regions of matter, and
with the strength of its expanded powers it may grasp the
whole in one sublime conception, as the embodiment of a divine
Principle. And this concentrated idea—this grasping as it
were the whole of creation in one view, unfolds to the mind
the great truth which it could not otherwise comprehend, that
Nature is one united and complete organism, comprehending
in its constitution the innumerable parts which no thought can
trace, and containing within its structure the essence of an or-
ganized Spirit which is the inmost soul of matter. It is impos-
sible to obtain any suitable idea of creation by looking merely
at the parts of which it is composed. The perceptions of the
mind might extend from sun to sun—they might reach from
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system to system, and thence pass on through the realms of
the vast ether, and the end would still be as far away as when
the journey was commenced. But let the soul rest serene in
its majesty ; let it stretch forth its powers of thought and per-
ception to grasp the complete organization of Nature in one
view, and then shall it behold the great realities of space as a
- beautiful thought daguerreotyped on the soul.

- What, then, is the Universe but the form of God ?—what
are all its refined essences but the atmosphere by which He is
surrounded—what are all its subtile and vitalizing fluids but
the medium through which He acts upon and moves the worlds,
and what are all the visible substances that crowd the realm
of matter but the most exterior portions of his vast organism ?

. Therefore may we find God embodied in creation. Within the
hidden regions of the invisible, where the vision of the eye may
not penetrate, his seat and throne are established ; and from
this deep center flow out the streams of the divine life through
all the throbbing arteries of Nature. But the Deity is not to
be confounded with the Universe. The one is the living and
all-animating Soul ; the other is the moved and ever-changeful
Body. Connected, it is true, are God and Nature, as the hu-
man spirit with its physica'l organism ; yet this relation pre-
sents the important reality, that creation is but the negative
and passive production that moves beneath the will of the pos-
itive and eternal Soul. Hence to conceive truly of the Uni-
verse, it must be regarded as an entity under the control of the
Divine Power, whose parts are governed and regulated in har-
mony, by the subtile instruments of the Supreme Will.

This view of the Universe is one which is grandly simple and
truthfully sublime. Amid the diversity of surrounding forms
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and elements, it presents Creation in the light of a beautifal
and perfect unity—a unity which embraces the two-fold realms
of matter and spirit, and which comprehends innumerable de-
grees of refinemnent and perfection, reaching from the outers
most surface of the material world to the sphere of the anima-
ting and divine Soul. How grand and majestic is this mighty
harp of many strings | And how melodioasly rolls the anthem
of creation through the deep of space! God whispers to the
soul in all his works. From the great temple which is not
made with hands—where even silence itself is voiceful with
divine love—there issues a never«ceasing flow of melody, which
descends into the recesses of the listening spirit. Thus the
Universe is the one perfect and living instrument, through
which the thoughts of the Divinity are breathed into the hearts
of his children, and by which they are led up into a higher and ~
purer sphere of spiritual communion.



CHAPTER X.
THE ALPHA AND OMEGA.

Tae Great Spirit lived when time was not measured by days
and years. He rested in the shining depths of an illimitable
sphere ; and yet He rested not, for action was a law of his being,
and sleep came not over his eternal thoughts. And there was
no darkness where the smile of the Great Spirit was diffused,
bat in that smile was a living and immortal radiance ; yea, it
was itself the glory that streamed forth from the unfading Sun.
A boundless, infinite expanse of shining substance which men
call space, surrounded the Eternal Mind ; and this was the
home—the sphere—the world, of the One who was uncreated.
Then thoughts as circles of light revolved around the germ of
the omniscient Soul, and these thoughts corresponded to
the systems of worlds which came forth in the fields of space
as their external expression. But what are the thoughts of a
Being who has lived in all the past? Can mortals compre-
hend their vastness? Nay. For behold, the most enriched
and expanded souls of earth are only as sparks that fell from
the shining atmosphere of God. The mind of the Uncreated
is composed of millions on millions of those germs that make
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the central magnets of human souls ; and the regular, harmo-
nious, and circular movements of these living germs around the
central, superior Essence, constituté the thoughts of Deity.

Therefore God was the first—the Alpha—in whom was con
centrated and embodied all the elements and principles which
were essential to the unfolding of the glorious worlds that
shine on the brow of Heaven. But He was not destined to
reside alone in his vast and illimitable sphere. As like tends
to produce like—as the flower begets the flower—as the plant
reproduces the plant, and as all the animate and intelligent
beings on the earth generate and give existence to other kin-
dred beings, so the Great Spirit, as the Alpha of all thought,
mind, and consciousness, contained within his nature those im-
mutable tendencies which resulted in the production of finite
intelligences,—and  these were the ultimate—the end—the
Omega of existence. Power resided in the eternal substance
of God, and this power was the cause which produced all ex-
ternal and visible effects ; but these effects contained within
them the undeveloped germ of an ulterior creation, which was
to be unfolded in the great laboratory of Nature. The mind
therefore must look at results beyond the mere exterior birth
of the Universe, in order to comprehend and appreciate its full
significance. There is a glory in this process which is not vis-
ible to the superficial observer—which is not seen by those
who dwell solely on the plane of outward effects—and which
can be only revealed to the mind that has the requisite strength
and daring to penetrate the shadowy vail of matter, and seek
the grand ultimate which is enshrined within the inner sanctu
ary of being. ‘ \ :

Thoughts of the spring-time are woven into visions of beauty,
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and the mind ‘sees trees, and flowers, and fruits, as ideal pic-
tures.  But the mind is not content to dwell alone on beauty,
and it is not thoroughly satisfied with the most beautiful land-
scapes which are hung in the chambers of memory. It in-
quires, what is the use—the design—the ultimate of all these
things? And so when the soul contemplates the works of
God,—when it looks up to the heavens and admires the span-
gled and glittering robe of Night—when it realizes that the stars
are suns, and that suns are the centers of mighty systems of
worlds, and that all these systems are dependent on a still
mightier and more majestic center, it is not contented to rejoice
in the splendor, to bask in the glory, or to reverence the mag-
nitude of these works, but there is a yearning within to know
the purpose for which they were created—the end which they
are made to subserve. It is evident that there was a design
in their existence, and this design can not be supposed to be
comprehended in their visible glory or harmonious movements.
Surely there is an end beyond this, for the attainment of which
the worlds were born. Let the mind retire within itself—let
it enter a sphere of thought and contemplation where. it will
not be dazzled or blinded by external glories, and it will be
able to comprehend the fact that the end was contained in the
beginning—that the ultimate must be a reflection of the produc-
ing cause. And this principle will unfold the truth in which the
soul may deeply and etérnally rejoice, that while the Divine
Spirit is the Alpha, the human spirit is the Omega of exist-
ence.

Nothing can be more useful and attractive to the enlight-
ened understanding, than to trace the operations of the Creative
Cause in Nature, and discover the intimate and beautiful rela-



188 BIRTH OF THE UNIVERSE,

tions which all things maintain with the humap spirit. 'While
the Universe is really a combination of those primitive elements
which were unfolded from the bosom of the Divinity, it is per-
vaded in every part by the subtile and sublimated essence from
which it was primarily derived ; and this essence, containing
the very ambrosia of divine life, has an innate aspiration and
tendency toward the perfect individualization of the soul in
man. Hence a constant struggle is going on between this
essence and the grosser materials with which it is mingled, for
the attainment of this superior and independent position. It
is this which constitutes the principle of motion in the mineral,
the principle of life in the vegetable, the principle of sensation
in the animal, and the principle of intelligence in the human
being. This essence tends toward & circular and spiral move-
ment, because this is the movement which it has originally in
the Divine Brain ; and 8o in its progress to this end, it molds
the matter which it pervades into ever-higher and ascending
forms of beauty, until it attains in the human spirit the harmo-
nious form of motion to which it naturally aspires,—presenting
thus a perfect reflection of the Original Mind.

Thus it will be seen that the birth of the Universe was neces-
sary, that this might be succeeded by the development of the
human being, and the birth of the godlike soul. The soul is
the child of God—it is that living and immortal image of the
Father, toward which his thoughts aré ever tending ; and this
soul, being an ultimate creation, is capable of comprehending
all that is beneath its own lofty sphere of being. Nature is
employed only as a means in the unfolding of this divine form.
Worlds, with all they contain of a material nature, bave no
glory to equal that which proceeds from and surrounds the hu-
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man spirit. It is a deity which is born to reign in triumph
over the expanded realm of matter, looking upward for life
and strength to the great Deity from whom it sprang. And
this spirit is filled with the essence of immortality—it is at-
tracted toward the great Magnet of the Universe, and so it is
destined to advance in the shining pathway of beatitude, and
to unfold in purity beneath the light of the Spiritual Sun.
Therefore the vast system of Nature was not formed in vain,
gince through this as a medium has been developed a being, in
which are destined to be reposited the joys of wisdom, the
peacefulness of harmony, and the delights of celestial love. But
wonder, O mortal, at the great Omega which is thus presented
—wonder when the Divine life and image are felt within the
depths of thy being ; and when thou hast contemplated the
Universe in its mighty birth—when the shining heavens bend
above-thee ag a vail of glory, reflecting in their calm grandeur
the brightness of the Eternal, then look down into the troubled
heart of Humanity, and see there, beneath all its gloom, the
germ of a soul more radiant than the stars |



CHAPTER XI.
THE CONCLUSION.

Narure clearly demonstrates the fact, that the birth of the
Universe comprehended the various processes and operations
whose continuance sustains this majestic temple from age to
age. And these processes and operations are shown to be
established and unvarying, from the fact that they are based
on the unchanging qualities of the substances with which they
are connected ;—so that by the things which are visible, and
by the hidden currents which stream through the myriad arte-
ries of Creation, the contemplative mind may be introduced to
a knowledge of the laws and forces which gave being to the
constellations of the heavens. The theological conception of
this subject is defective, because it is not based on this broad
and substantial platform. Instead of embracing the evidence
which the Universe itself presents of its own origin, it makes
itself wholly dependent on the mythological tales of antiquity, .
and rejects the beautiful lessons which are constantly repeated
-by all living forms. This is the grand mistake of all man-made
theology ; and the soul that trusts thus blindly to the teachers
of earth, without listening to the voice of Nature’s own Divinity,
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does a wrong to the godlike powers which it innately possesses,
and becomes deaf to the instructions which the Great Teacher
ig ever breathing down from his shining throne,

As the Soul of the universe existed eternally, no mind can
rationally affirm that this Soul can ever change ; and if it be
true, as it must be, hat this is the original basis and source of
being, then all elements, materials, and formations that now
exist, have been rolled out by the same unvarying process
through all past eternity. So far, therefore, as any period of
time is concerned, there was, strictly speaking, no beginning,
but the beginning can be found only in the Divine Mind, and
that Mind is eternal. It is here alone that the soul can prop-
erly rest in its contemplation of the origin of being ; and
since in this beginning were contained the elements of all ulti-
mate productions, so also were here embraced the immutable -
and uncreated principles by whose natural operation all forms
were caused to exist. In view of this fact it may be seen that
the lt;ve, will, and wisdom of the Divinity, which may be sup-
posed to be primary agencies in the work of creation, were
simply the definite, harmonious, and unvarying tendencies of
the Divine substance, which were established from eternity ;
and in this case it follows that there can be nothing supernat.
aral, miraculous, or even special in those wondrous methods of
Deity which conduct the unending developments of the Universe.
Time was in the past as time is now, and God has been in the
eternity of by gone ages, as He will be in the endless cycles of
the future The birth of the Universe, therefore, is not a transi-
tory or limited process, but an eternal one—the measare of crea-
tion is not confined to any number of days or years, but cov_
ers the inconceivable expanse of all time | No force or prin-
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ciple that was ever in operation, has been destroyed ; all the
energies which were at any period put forth by the Divine
Being are in exercise at this moment, and the sublime work
of creation is continued through the action of that living Sub-
stance whose movements can never cease. So the realm of
matter is being constantly peopled with ever-new and ever-
changing forms, while the great Spirit-Fountain from which

~ they issue, remains the same forever |

This, then, is the prominent conclusion which may be derived
from the principles presented in this volume. The descerning
mind will perceive that it is based on the deep foundations of
Nature, though it will affect, if admitted, in the most fatal
manner the cherished doctrines of the prevailing theology.
Yet what is so dear as zrutk to the human soul ?—what among
all theories and doctrines is so really valuable as those divine
and changeless principles which are the very expression of the
Deity himself ? Truly, the thoughts of Grod are more beauti-
ful and wise than the thoughts of men ; and the teachings
which are whispered by the earth and heavens—which are
breathed from she flowers or descend in the glory of the star-
light, are more to be sought and cherished than all that hu-
man minds may invent. Let the reader, therefore, seek to be
wise in the wisdom which has its source in God, its sanctuary
in Nature. and its throne in the developed soal.
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TERCOURSE. By A. J. Davis.

ELEMENTS OF SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY
being an exposition of Interior Principles. By
R. P. Ambler. Published by the Harmonial As-
sociation. ’

THE SPlRlTUAL ’l‘hA(JHER Comprlsmg a
series of T'welve Lu,tuus on the Nature and Devcl-
opment of the Spirit. R. P. Ambler. Pub-
lished by the }iarmonial ssociation. .

THE SPIRIT MESSENGER. A Royal Octavo
Publication. bound in Muslin.  Edited by R. P,
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Ambler, and published by the Harmonial Associa-

tion, including postage. . .. 12
LIGHT FROM THE'SPIRIT- WORLD Being

written by the control of Spmts Rev. Charles

Retail 'gice. Post

Hammond, medium. . - 7510
THE PILGRIMAGE OF THOMAS PAINE

Rev. C. Hammond, medium. Paper . . 50

Muslin. . 7% 10
PHILOSOPHY OF THE SPIRIT WORLD ,

Rev. C, Hammond, medium. . - 63 12
NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. Ghosts a.nd

Ghost Seers. By Catherine Crowe. . . . 100 20

SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS. Being an exposi-
tion of Facts, Principles, etc. By Rev. Adin
Ballou. . %11
BEECHER'S REPORT ON THE SPIRITUAL
MANIFESTATIONS, to the Congregational .
Association of New-York and Brooklyn Paper 25 3
Muslin. . 38 6

PRINCIPLES OF REFORM

THE APPROACHING CRISIS. Being a Re-
view of Dr. Bushnell’s recent Lectures on Super-
naturalism. By A. J. Davis. . 50 13

HINTS TOWARD REFORMS, in Lectures, Ad-
dresses, and other writings. By Horace Greeley. 1 00

- HUMAN RIGHTS, and their political Guarantees
By Judge Hurlbut. Paper . 50
Muslin. . 5
LABOR; ITS HISTORY AND PROSPECTS
The use and abuse of Wealth. By R. D. Owen. 25

WOMAN ; HER EDUCATION AND INFLU-
ENCE. With an mtroductnon by Mrs. C M. ’
Kirkland. Paper . 40

Muslin. . 75 .
FUTURE OF N ATION S. A I.ecture, by LOlllS
Kossuth. Revised by the author. . 10

: Other works of value will be added to this llst ag they are pub-
ished.

"The above works, or any others that may be required, will be sent
promptly by mail or express, to any part of the nited States, the
cash accompanying the order. The usual discount will be made to
the trade. Address Tar HARMONIAL ASSOCIATION,

No. 100 Nassau-street, New-York.





