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L F A TI 

OP 

JD BI LL E LL, 

THE Wl'l' H DOCTOR. 

CHAPT I. 

Old Billy I' oDJiell - his\ isdom -persollill appearance- habits.- Coun
try greatly troubled with witches- p ril of th pPopl -importance of 
Billy's :l.JTh•nl - his usefulness in controlling tl!.c \ i ch . - cficienC) or 
food for cattlr.- cou. qocnt power of witches ov r them.- }30\ er of Billy 
O\'Cr tl1• witch -fin field for hi profi ion- hi11 fllilurc o prc,•cut uU 

mischief.- Witches most succ ssfnl i u i\Iurch aud April- common pcoplo 
uunbl to br ak Lb "sp~lls"- hopeless conJitiou of u witche at hmtls 
bcfor Billy s nrrh•al.- Id ntity of 'Witchcraf't o.ud Mesmerism.- Bllly'A 
. upcriority o •er modern Prof c. ors of lmaginath• 'ci nc('s.- Diffcrcuco 
bet :\'een Imaginativ • cience nnd D monstrative cicnce .. - Th fli~rht of 
I he witchc.o;; on thl'ir IJroomstick -their mode of bewitching cattle- Billy 
promptness i 11 ntt uding calls - hi benel'ol nc -his whi key barrel
hi. mode of .renking the •· .pells''-hi. pr sc iption-tlu• n1tbbin~- the 

c rtainty of hi cul'e .. 

NE.\R the b giuni tg of the p1· nt century, the1·c cam 
into what, •as then call d tlt "backwood~ ' of th United 

tatcs, a man of middle aO"e and "'Cnte 1 appearance. 
II had left th Em raid I lc to qjourn, the r mainder 
of hi ays, iu the Far ¥ e t" of the Hcpublic of Amer-

a. r hi eat·ly hi tory, 01' the caus 'uducing him to 
I a\ the lancl of his fathers, he cho to communicate but 
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little. e told u that his name was illy l'Con 11, 
and that he had come to do us good. That he wn:s wi~flr 
han comJ 1on men, all were oon able to percei • . Th rc 
'·a~ no my t ry in phy ics or metaphy~ic:s that h could 
1 ot :solve, and no question in art, or ciencc, or ~· •liO'ion, 
that he could not answer, in one wa · or another. A 
fi \ months, only, r\·ed to fix, in th minds of n"nc-ten hs 
or the population, th c rtain conviction that Old ill: 
1\IcConnell was no ordinary man. 

In his person be was, originaily, rath r taB, but · 
toop in his 'houlder r due d him to the ord ·n ~ ry 

hight of men. His no e wa of the e ·tra- 01 um 
nould, hi ey dark and pi rcing; but his fac ho . 

. ·o many rrinkles, and his ch ek we e o lank, ami 
the Joss of his teeth brouo-ht hi no and chin into 
·uch cl~e proximity, that, in default of his haxing a 
\\ ife, common fame ;t'Ote him down an old bachelor. 

Billy's ha: it were rather t mperat though, in accord
nne. w· h the cu tom of the time~, he could take a aood 
dram. He was also a great smol er; and smoking it · 
known, impar hr wdnes , and add dienity to human 
l'ped. 

T e dintrict of country in , ·hich illy located him nelf, 
had ah •a.y b en adly in£; ted with o-hosts, and witcl ~, 

and vi] spirit innumerabl . People could care 1y 1 ave 
their houses aft r nightfall, ~ithout ~om de:mon i ina 
up in hideous or fanta ic shape to ob. t1·uct their 
pn.th' ·ay. That ther exist d a ~uperabundance of 

·"tch s wn.s Yid 1t from th amount of m· chi f done 
among men and cattle, by uu ccn ao-encies. 

It wa uot uncommon, therefore, that p I'Son w r us
peeted of haYing d alings with 'atan, or, in other word , 
suppos d to be witches or wizards. To uch su:spected 
person , the confid nee of the commu 1ity was not extended. 
Though th people erywhere practiced hone ty, and ro
gucrywn uch a tra 1g rin th art., thn.tneio-hbor thought 



no C\ il of ne1~hbor, and the new comer was C\ cr wel
couwd without >Suspicion ; yet, all icnrcd to haw dealings 
with suspected persons, lest they might he subjected to the 
"spells,'' o•· "charms," which the~e dealers in magical 
arts were ahlc to cast upon their victims. But who 
wct·c witches and wizards, and where they dwelt, no one 
could determine with entire certainty ; and the man who 
woul•l disco,·er their retreats, or point out their persons 
with absolute precision, and foil them in their infernal 
tricks, must, necessarily, have hcen hailed, by the whole 
population, as a philanthropist. 

l\'ot many months at\er Billy :\!'Connell appeared, it 
was aseertainc1l, that, among his other high attaiuments, 
he \\'a8 a "\Yitclt Doctor," and could control, or circumYent 
the witches in their machination!'!, and relic\ c the poot· 
anim<tls or distrl'ssed people, from the "spell,;'' cast upon 
them by these mali~nant a.gcnts of the }lrince of' Dat·kness. 

\Vhen this tli::~covcry was announced, the joy of thf' 
inhabitants wa~ unbounded. AhO\.C all things in the 
world, a \Vitch Doctor wn.s most nec11cd in the nci~hbol'
hood; and had the modern practice or illuminations, and 
addres::~es, an<l toasts, been known, Billy ~I'Conncll, no 
doubt, wouhl have been thus duly honored. But in 
default of tuis mode of \velcoming ga·cat public l.cncfac
tors, a not less enthusiastic mo<lc of te>Stil} in~ their 
approbation was adopted. Ui::~ talents and po" crs iormcd 
the theme of the gossip of all the la<lics, old and young, 
not only along the rippling rin1let>< of Slab-camp and 
Lick-run, lletwcen \Yhich ~treams he resided, but from bill 
to dale, in the area bounded by the rock) ,·alley of Cross
ca·eelt, and the fertile banks of l\l'Intyrc. The men, too, 
ga\ e unequi\ oe:-1 indications of their gratification at the 
accession gained to their society, not onl) by a Iibera! 
increase of stimulants at their neighborly meeting:<, but 
by a general :;rami drunken jollification on this l'JlC~inl 
•lcca,.ion. Tht• distillers. abo. were no less de li!:!htcd, at 
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finding the quantity of '·hi key demanded for Jog·rolling 
and house·r·aisings t early doubled. 

0 ld Billy' fame tbu soon spread abroad, and secured 
for him the best eating and drinking the country afforded. 
People, e\·er. -, rhere felt that their afety depended upon 
ecuring Billy' good will, a he alone could protect them 

from th witch . he field of u efulne thu opened 
up before him \Ya as ample as he could ha\"e desired. 
The primitb·e habit of the people, and their hone ty and 
simplicity of cham.cteL·, 'rcre wonderfully adapted to the 
accompli hmen t of hi beneYolent de iO"n . A glance at 
their condition wiH make thi' plain. 

Imprm cmen~ in the country wer then in heir infancy. 
armers had made but little progre in clearing th 'r 

lands, and iu buildina barns for tl eir cattle and horse . 
he e animal , ooenerally, had to tand expo ed during 

the whol wintm·, t pieJ·cinoo wind,.,, drenchintr rain , and 
chilling nows. ' hat rendered their condition wo1 e, the 
farm affi 1·ded at in ufficient supp1y of food for the win
ter. The younger cat e being 1e hard), and not receh·ing 
o full a upply of j( dde1· as th milch cow and worl-' ng 

oxen, became r duced in fie h, and too f4 eble to ustain 
th ir own weiuht. In orne ca e the older catt]e fared 
no better. ery few indeed, of any aO'e, on many of the 
farm , could b found that po ... ed the lymphatic temper-
ament. All indication of fatn vou1d di ·appear lot cr 

before prinO', and care ly anything be J ft but kin, 
bone , and net·ye . The fat, the H , h and the blood, 
having been complf't ly t:aporatcd, they miO'ht literall: 
be cla ifi d with animal of a purely nerrou. tempe1·amcnt. 

'Vitcb ancl wizard , in all age , hn.Ye had the reputa
tion of po e ing great satracit. . I ut whether their 
power of di crimination are in tinctive or the r ult of 
rea on, or wheth r it i a supernatural gift, bestow d by 
their l\In t r, cannot be deten ·ned. B it a it may 
vn hing is certain, hat in the gr ti 1cati 11 of th ir 
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m· .. ' 1i ..,·ou or mali ern at t p1'0pcnsitie th y · I way· ·el c cd 

the fittc ·t sul ~ ct upon which to "ork theiJ· charms.n 
.. ot on·' w r they kno\\ n to cast into the immoL·u.hlc 

trance, a ' •ellli d milch co·w, or working O~'", but invariabf) 
rrath red ahout tho. e of the nervous temperament. 

The rea ·on of thi · choice wa · not then w n under ·to d, 
but i · now fully known. I Iodern di covcri ha,• deter
mined, that animal of nervous temperament are mo t su. -
ccpliblc of impressiolls, and mo ·t ea ily brouaht under th 
infiu nee of those of superiot mrntal and physical or.rraniz.a

tion, wh may op rate upon them to . ubject them to their 
wills. 

hi principl is o rr net•ally under ·tood, and ha b en 
so fully d mon ·tt·at d hy the opet·ator in the ·ul Jim 
·ci uc of 1 I ·m ri m, hat it i n die to ·pl in the 

reason ,•hy h witches in th h· op r._ ti ns, a way 

lected the poorc.l class of the farm· rs' attl . Tlli di.·cov
ct·y ,.ill al o nabl th inquirer to di:c rn , a b ore 
hinted, why th ncicrhho ·hood in which J3i ly I Com 
cttled, afford d .. fin a field for th display f tl e po' -

er of witchcraft, and .(4 r the practice of hL~ profe. ·ion. 
reat a wa Old llilly' · power \'er the witche. , y t h 

c uld not ntir Jy pr ,, nt their doiug : ome mi 
Gith t· whH h w ·I pin", or mokin o-, or eatiu , or 
dt·inl in(J", or at other time , :vh n he va n t ·uffici ntly 
atten ive to hi duti s, escaping from the re ·traint h had · 
a t upon them, the agent of \ 'ickedn would al 

olf, and, choo. ina a tim f torm and tempe t~ , in a 
ingle nicrht, to the o-reat annoyanc of the farm r ·, lay 

·cor of th poor nervous catt]e nd r their cc pell ·.' 
hou(l'h th . troub] som L' aks ofth w'tch .·t nded 

through 1t th y a1·, yet th y w r 
n a " ry lwoatl cal exc pt during th 1 

and .Apl'il · wh u th ·npplie of fodd r had become n arl · 
e .·hnw•ted, :mel the number of anima] ~ pos e. ino- the 
ue1·t.•ou. tr.mperamozt had r ached it maximum. Uurina 
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th ~ two r onths, it was an almo t every day occurrence, 
amon · the farmer~, to find some of their cattle refusing 
to ri~e f1·om their beds of mud, of ice, or snow. {"or 
could the ~e animal be induced, voluntarily~ to remove 
from tl ir po ition, by any kind of violence. tubborn 
and u1len, a if deprived of all sclf-co1lt1·ol, they would lie 
till, thoun-h pitchfork , and rod of witch-hazel, and wi ps 

of blazing straw, •ere liberally applied to their sides, 
back , and no~c . 'Vhene\·er th e experiments proved 
unsucces ful, in arou. ino· the ob tiuate creature , the ca e 
was con id r ·1 at• as day, that the witche had been 
abroad the pre\iou niO'ht, and the cattle '"·ere ''be
' ritch ;" and, that until the " pen, hould be broken, 
by the " Vitch Doctor," the poor brute must remain 
incapa le of locomotion. 

P1·eviou to Old Billy' coming into the neighborhood, 
the case of " bewitched animal ," was so hopeles , that 
their owners generally abandoned them to their fate. For 
it rat·ely ver happened that the witches returned to 
relie re their victims, and unles:; the c pell, was broken, 
th y could not recover -hence the importance, to the 
peopl , of Billy's arrival. 

1·~ uhject ' ill be fully comprehended, y any one 
at aU familiar with the principle· of the science of l\Ie -
meri. m. Every per on cast into the l\Ie meric sleep, i 
entirely und r the control of the individual who place 
him in that tate ; and he can neith r hake off the " pell ' 
himself, by which he i bound, nor perform any act except 
as willed to do it by the operator. And thouu-h the pro
~ress of d' coYery, in tlus science~ for some year pa t, 
ha heen very rapid ; y t, each .i\Ie meri t mu t still 
t·elea e hi own ubject , as no third person posse es the 
pow r to, dcmcsmcrhc them. Operatoi , therefore, are 
alway careful to relic\·e their ubjects from the l\Iesmeric 
influ nee othen i e serious consequences might result 
l'ron tl e u gl cl. 
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lh Bill. I. Oll 1Cll w : in ath·ance of the an· in 
·hiclt he I im:clf lh· u, 1 ot only in thina in rrencral, hut 

far ah ad, C\ en of th pr . nt a!le, in this one thing in 
parti lla I ouhl a: ea ily dcmr:.mcri:c mo t of the 
suhj ct. thi'Own into the Jle mcric trance, by the witche , 
a a ommon man can a' •a ken another out of an ordinary 

p of ·I p. 
Th pow r of witchcra t ar identical vith tho·c of 

11 . mcri m. Thi as ertion i ~ no ~tr tch of the imaerina-
ion. It i literai tt·uth. Their identity is now as. rtcd 

by th of the lattet· icnce and they cannot 
en· in judam nt upon a q 1 ~tion of this nature. Th y 
a::5 ur us that th 'vitche '· t'C' capahle of p rformin 1" 

many o the my teriou tl inO'~ attrihuteu to them. and 
that their· power· w rc dc:rivcd fronz a knowlctlcrc of the 
principles of Jl[e.·mcrism. 

Witcl c , thel'efor , wer and 
mod<"rn 1 I "m rist · a1·e but th it· pupil and imitator , \\ ith 
thi. diffet·ence. The form r operat cl princip lly upon 
quatlrupPds- the latter act upon biped . The fot•m I' ca ·t 
thcil· 'mn.gic peU-' upon the poorest, mo t stupid and 
ncn·ou. of the brute creation- the latt r induce their Jlcs
meric trances upon the mo t credulous, impressible a d 
imacriMlh•c among th human race. Th.e form r u~cd 

charms and inccmfations- th latter •rl·imaces and manipula

ti.rms. And, finally, the foJ·mer to acquire th ir pow I , 

·old th mseh·e~, hotly and ~oul, to hi ~ ~atanic faje ty; and 
the lat er, to O'ain the obj ct at which they aim, ar 
de oted to 

1 ow, we call attention to the fol'egoi 0' a ~certained 
truth , to' pt· .~ upon the public mind the fact1 that the 
ph'lo oph 1'8 0 th prc;-ent day- thouO'h it i th ao·e of 
Pmgres , and they the '· Pt· O'J' :s men ,, -are far behind 
Billy 1 I' on nell. Indeed, jt ticc to hb memo ·y demand 
t1mt w h uld Yindica e hi chm·acter as a profound 
philo:--oph t' • and ·how that h wa • at· iu • h·m!cc of 
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our u1o l lt>arned Profe · o of the lmaginutive Sciences, 
as the tudents of the Demonstralit,e &icncc , through

out Europe and Ametica, arc in advance of those of 
India and hina. In trutht when our history is com
pi t d, it will b a par nt a:; the sun at noonday, that 
before these lmagirwtivc Pltilosop/Jers can half equal this 
·on of 1 auld ireland,, they must l'nmmon a congress of 
all the l\:Iiss Fo.:e , u hnell and La Roy St nder
land Tc., "'C., to cal ' ac · Billy l.U on nell' spil'it from 
part unknown, aml obta·n, oi?.:a voce~ the xhaustles stores 
or nuli tion, lo..:t to the world by li <.lea b . 

• · o di resp ct, to an.·, i · intended in employing the term 
lmr~~inalivc J' ien s a oppo. ~d o le term Demonstrative 
'cilmces. lt is de i~ned onl) to dm"· a dis i ct' on \ ·here 

1 here i a 1'eal difference. 
·rhe Profe .. oa· · of the Demonslrulit 'ciencc,(!, illwtrate 

th ruth of their sy terns ii such a an~·ihle '"ay, as to 
c l'l')' con\ ~ctio 1 t Yer) in tcU ·"' nt u i ul nd the ignorant, 
only, dis eut from t lt c n mon :·diet. But the Profe -
ors of the lmauinati1)e Sciences ::~rc• unn le to afford such 

palpable e\~idence , of the truth of t l ir y. tem8 a· will 
atisfy ev ry itt Ui()"en man. Th y ha\'C, ther fo1·e to 

rely, chiefi_r, up n th credulous and ima~inativc po1·tion of 
comm nity for conY t·ts and patr n o-e. 

But we must here termin~ te m· p1 limiua ·y inve:'tiga
tiom;, and pmceed o tb detail f the actnal operations 
of our 'Vitch oclo1· nnd the wit~he.·. 

Had mortal «>y n p rmitt d, on the night' •h n the 
.Yitche '·er abroad. l p ·tceiYe I doina · of the in\yi -i

ble worlcl, there mio ht hnxc be n ~ Pn, ,....oiuo- in one direc· 
tion, a 1 nu, oothlc .,.., ~hrh-eled- accr old woman, ru tride 
a broomslicl.., and whi.:-~l\in!!, \ ·i h h ])C d of li"'htninO" 

.... t) 01 

lhr ugl1 the air; wl il · n con tmr'Y <lirect.i n, another, as 
fat • . a w l -[I d IJet·k hire of mod rn days, would ha ·e 
b ndi.co\· r dJal'tingo :onn.~imil<1' !·ind flocomoth·e 

nd at n ql al spe, l \ rith th fir t. Cha ing thes~ 
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two l ad~l'. , , nd on . ir 1ilr t' conr cr., would ha 'e been 
noticc(l fl·ain: of yolln~ r witchc$ ta]dncr lesson in the 
m·t · while, l10\ .dn~ on~t· n.ll, would have hcen peli:ceh ed 
a hosf o(' imp~ of the l1 •tl et• l' (Tion ·, ncting OYerseers 
of the pcralion~ of th . niO'ht. 

Hghting nmon(J' th n ighhors' cattle, and electing 
tho e of the mo. t ner·vous temperaments, th y ' ould have 
hcen ~ en vio-gling their fingeli m· r the animals' head , 
and xt ndi 0' the "pa s , " toward tliC extr mitic , or 
(7'Din ltrarl to heels, until the po r creature w re fully under 
the influence of the ' pell ,, which the olcl witch ~ de
·irrncd to ca.st upon them. he operation being com· 
pl ted, th ~ next proccs · wa~ to 'will, them to lie a tb y 
wcr ; and 1 here th y did lie, os inunoz)ably fi.cctl in tlu:i,· posi
tion,as·w cverthe. ubjectofthe he. t 1\Ic n Iicalop ra o1·. 

As Rilly rcounell ld m fo nul cas wh r h could 
not bt·cak tl ' pell," and thn · lierc tb animal from a. 
ling tin<T death, he, of cou ~ , IU'Y L' d clin d a caU. 
Th r fore, when v r a farmer discov r d any of hi sto k 
'bewi hed,, he cnt forthwith ~ t' ld Billy. These 
ummon. vet'C immediA.tcly ob ·cd; as he was a very 

lwncvol ·ntman. 1 h term hcucl'Oirnt i not her u. ed 
pr cise1y in it pr . cnt acccptnti Billy' hen .Yolence, it 
i tl·uc, I d him to manifest au unb 111 d d de.:ir to benefit 
hi. neighbor ; but, lik otl l' b n .\ o) nt men of the same 
!-tfnmp he cbat•<red th m for hi. en·ice ; not that he re
gard .d his fee a ~ raw, but becau thf"y would more 
c rtainly follow hi direction . Rut, with all hi b ncYo
lcnc , h could n ,·er be imlu ed to gh· liberal y of his 
money, or to conn ct himself with nny of the cha1·itable 
or benevolent association.s th n about being or(Tanized; 
a . ignin<r n a r a on for hi conduct that "chal'itr beuins 
at home, n null he had cnou~"~'h to do to protect the people 
under his care from Cl:il spirits. 

'fh r wa. one tl ing, ho" e\"er, in w 1ich Billy wa liberal. 
II )way.; k pt a barr J of good tl'hiskey to divide with his 
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1 ci·" 1bot·~; and a his ca1ling d dicated hi1 o spiritual 
1/tin/"s, tlLi hould no be made a ~>Tound of complaint. 
avaiu ·t hi1 . llefore we complete th hi tory of his labor , 
it wil be se n that his whiskey barrel was an indispcn able 
~ o-cnt in col ducti n{Y hi~ bene ol(•nt perations. 

n r achin" the 1 rcmi e , Old illy, as oon a he took 
uram out of the 'armor, bottle, and lit his pipe, would 

ha ·ten to the spot where t e helpJes call' \·as lying; ancl 
with one knee up n th ground, to br'ng hi n ·elf upon a 
1 ' J with the brute, he would commence mal·ing "pa scs' 
o\·er th animal,.frorn heels to head, (hcin{Y tho rct·ersc of the 
manipulatio 1 of the wit ·h,} at d hun hi: hand~ occa
sionally hea.Yil into contac with it~ body. ..\t he same 
time he woulcl mutter ' me lientcnce..: of Latin, that acted 
a· charms to enable hi 1 , blJ nv rsin~ tile passes, o break 
the" pell" a effi ctually as it coL hl ha\·c been d ne by the 
witch her:self. 

In ca e inYoh·ing on : the af .. ty of a calf o- other 
animal of no O'J'eat \·nluo, Billy cou d ahYay- nat c the 
offending v'tch. Jn more important iu-tancos however, 
in ·which th li ·e f 1 en were concerned, it yiJ} be eon., 
as '•c proc ed t at l e wa unahl t specify tl e particu
lar one who had wrouO'ht tl e mi.7chicf. 

'Yhen BiHy had complct d hi· passe , · and fiui hcd 
hi Latin, he would gh· omc "'eneral direction as to the 
car nccc ·aa·y to b taL· of hi p tie 1t. U uall) his 
in trnction~ wem d Ji\· r ,· 11 thi wi e: 

" ~ell, ww, hn.\· 'brol·e the :-pell,' but the poor thing 
ha b n k pt h re b. old 1 oily (m· Polly, or Bet ey, a 
th ca c might b ) until it ha~ b come to ceble to ri e. 

the ~pcll' i~ broken, ho YCYCl', t c calf mu t g t well, 
at d all yon ne d to d , w, i to ;::;uppl) it ldtl a good 
bed o1 dry tra.w, and cover it with an old quilt, to 1-ecp it 
warm; and, mind particulm·ly, you must be s rc to give it 
nine nubbins qf corn tltrc times rt day and a goo upply 
of fmlder, and, in a week, it \\'ill b . up and able to walk, 
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and n I ll dct)· all th wi che · in fty mile , to ~ t it 
tlown arrain.'' 

\ hen tl c · · in. tr tction;:; had b · gi,·en, 1d Billy, and 
h farmer and hi· fa.mily ' •ould adjount to the hou;:. , 

wh r anoth I' smoke, and a dram Ol' two, brouo-ht about 
dimtC1·-timr- a period a::; important to the bachelor "'tch 
Doctot· as tl e nuUins to th calf. 

After dinn 1·, receiv'nn- hi:5 quarter dollar, an l helpin~ 
him If to another dram, he\ •ould tart for home, or mal\t> 
another call, nnd do a ~imilnr job for another n ighbor
taking good cam tha hi· .. ccond prf:!fc sional 1:i it should 
not be co11 plet •d unti) suppt:r. 

llut in r fer nee o the t·c:mlts followinrr illy's op ra
tion an p1· ·cription , it i almo t needle .- to add: hat 
I}· nts n arly alway turned out p1· 'Ct ely a· he predict 1-
prol:id d tile nubbin u:erc regul.arly administered. 

Tltc details "·ill convey a cot'l'Cet idea of th tru 
ch ractcr of th fir-t cia of ' itch ca e cominu under 
the care of our learned Doctor. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Me mer c sympatb tie current- oot rev rsible by modena philosophers. 
Billy .i\'l'Connell's power to rc er ·e it- his pllilosopber·like character.
The red llol hor..reshoe magnet- its applicution to the "bewitched 11 calf
the witcb. Ums comp 11 d to break th H sp U '-astonishment of the on• 
lookers o.t the results.~ Other mod •s of punishing witche - cutti og off 
the ear and burning it- \Vhipping the bag- bu.rning he animal
obstacle. to succe .-\VItch shooting-sUver bullets ssentiol to ucces -
presence of witch not nee~: sary to produce fatal ffects- portrait only 
need be hot-expensjvene s of this process. -Guilty witch not IUlC r· 
tain:~ble - llenco aJl suspected per on included in the trial.- Causrs 
deterring common men from inflictiag the penalty- Billy l\l'Connell only 
was capable of doing it safely-his g nerosity. -Low state of f,iac Arts. 
Persons liable or not liable to b '' bewitched.''- Diabolical malignity of 
tho witches in attacking only those who believ d In th('m -a ea givP.n
th bachelor George- his ch:uacter- employments- marriage- first trip 
ftom home- t~ pidation on tbe haunted ground . - Difference of ffccts of 
tlle atmosphere iu country and in town.- George r aches town and gets his 
money - new emotion -e-ar- takes a few dran1s to increa e his 
courage -delays too long-night overtakes him at the haunted d' triet
monsters call to each other to know who passes- they attack him- tear 
him from hJs saddle- partially paralyze him- he hides his money- roars 
lustily to frighten off the demons~ bis wagoner overtakes him- rescues 
him- fAils to recover his money- takes him home- George utterly 
helpless- wakes up uncoascio~ s of everything o.round him- ra es nhout 
the demons and witches, and hi money- is prononnced u bewitched." 
Billy M'Connell sent for- decides U e witches must be shot.- The 
unfortunate young man- his ubsequenl lonely UCe.-The shooting of 
the witches- the result .. - Last c se of witeb sb.ooting, 'V alnut street, 
Cincinnati. 

IT is a w II kno\ n principle in .i\Iesmerisrn, that' rhat i 
can d the sympathetic C11.n·cnt, 01' m dium t.hr·ouah which 
·ensatums pass bctw en two p rsons Jle.macrically related, 
flo\ s only from tho operator to the ·ubject, and that what
ever sen ations of p1 a urct Ol' of pain, arc experienced 
by the JonnC'J·, b come, in tantancou ly, imp1·cs ed upon 
the latter. It i al o an established principle, that this 
effect cease immediately, npon the l\fesmeric connection 
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op . 1·~.. or and hi. . 1 ~ ct bcinO' tlls~oh· It 
i:-; a tn th •qually ' w ll .~ t· Jli. bed, that all lhe a l·t, and 
. kill, and knowl J•r , o · mo1l rn lmarrinalit•c Pllilo. upli rs, 

b ... Y failed to di~covcJ· a. mode by ' hich to reverse thi 
ympathetic cunent, and cnn e the operator to fe l til 

sen ·ations re. tlting from injuric inflic ed lpon hi ~ :mljccL. 
l• or xam pi · - tile luad of lite . ·nbjcct may be 11./ f?ff. nd the 
operator feel~ not he }io·he t inconvenience, but re' er.·e 
-this expcrimf"nt, and the 'UQject may lo.-e lti~ Ufc. 

L t this fact he parlicul ·ly noted, a we hall b aLl(• 
.·bo\ ', that a J·nowl .d(T of the . ecret or I'C1:P1'Sitw Otr 

sympall1elic currcnl \ ra · w ll h O\ •n to llilly 1\I'Counell, 
and that in tl1i respect also he wa \a ·tly in advancP o · 
the pl' nt age. Iudeed, r r \7 e it iCTl t b ::Jho vn, 
with very littl lab r, that modern Imaginatitc Pllilosopltcr.~, 
compared with him, al' a th Pigm) o th iant. 

But let t s pl'Ocecd to onr facts and . c how fa•· th y 
\'i 1l tstain tl c high pre ten ion which we hav set up 

foJ• our 1 arned ""itch Doctor." 
ln the c nr. e of th di charge of hi prf!fcs wnal duti ~·, 

h would occasionally m t \ ith a ca e among the old r 
, 1 d mor valuable cattle, whe ·e he 1 im elf could not 
' hrc·1k th !'lpell,' and r l c the uffi ri 1g animal from 
it p rilous condition. tiH, howevel', he wa not to he 
foil d in his b nevol nt efl'ot't . As oon a he wa calle(f 
o a ca. of this kind, and had determined it to be one 

that w uld not yield t hi. mvn power~, he forthwith pro
c . d d to compel the \Vitch who had "' rl'ought the pcll ,, 
to h t n to the pot ami re ,. it h 1'::; lf. Thi object 

c accompli ·hed by ?'eL,crsing the ympatlwli cu.rrenl, ami 
th n pr ce din(• to tortm·c tbc animal, . o that the \ •itch, 
in cmz . .,cqucnce ~( ltc1· connection mit/1 it, '"·p ri need all the 
ao-ony that he ould hoxe h . , 1 1 1ade un· r if she 
h 1 elf \n~re within its hide. 

n proce iling ' ith hi c pcrimcnt , Billy al vay acted 
l"k a 1•hi o op 1er. Tude .d, 1 ·..: · 'Y lool·. at once stamped 

.. 
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his character. In his ·i w, " hilo oph r vw·as a man •ho 
h~c\ · c\•crything, and who alway wore in his countenance 
the appearance of being the personification of 'Vi dom. 
There wa nothing, therefore, that BiUy would admit to 

• be beyond his compr hen ion; and as to his habitual 
expression of countenance, we haYe seen few men who 
tried harder to loolc wi_se. 

Whenever Old Billy found that his first method of 
" pas es )) and Latin failed to neutralize the effects of 
witchcraft, he immediately proceeded to adopt a more 
efficient .. ystem of measures; and in anticipation of 
modern disco 'cries, he at once selected the most appro
priate and scientific instruments. Thi was, doubtles , a 
' ise policy, as it is higly important to succe s, and to the 
establishment of a reputation for pt·ofouud learning, that 
a man occupying uch a po ition, before the public, should 
appear, at lea t, to be deeply versed in all knowledge. 

Taking a horses/we ·magnet, or rather a horse hoe it elf, 
or the cia ·i of a plough, he would proceed. to heat it red 
hot, and car ·y it directly to the place \Vhere the impot n 
cow or ox •as lyin...... h n mal~ing certain mystcrio s 
"passe " of the hand , and philo opher-like c:rpressians of 
countenance, and mumbling O\ er lii Latin ':charms," by 
all of which profound my tcries he ·a enabled to reverse 
tJte ympat/u:tic CU1TCnt, he \ rou}d place the hot iron Ol1 the 
bea e necl and calmly await the re ult. 

The ympathctic current ha ·ing thus been ·revc·r cd, the 
witch, who had don he mi chief, at the moment the hot 
iron \\!"as pressed to the animal s neck quickly passed her 
hand to ltCJ' own neck, to bt· h off omething, at the 
instant, seeming to com into contact with the skin. 
But a second or th "rd tria,, made in rapid succe sion, 
failing to detect any material sub:~toncc, or to allay the 
increasing irritation, she quiclly di ·ined what Billy 

I Connell was about ; and, with a single bound, spring
ing to her broomstick, he mounted this faithful courser ,. 



OLD lliLLY t'r. 1.·. t:LL 1 17 

and in ·t"' ntly dartc l to wh ·rc h toou. 'I h n i UJt II ct 
by urcrcnt n ce::.. ity, ~h jlli d h r finger:-; and hand::l, with 
the rn1 idity of thourrht, from ~~~l.ls lo hwd O\'CI' the tor
tured animal, until the conncc1ion bet ·rcn h<'l'. elf and it 
vn.. f 1lly broken. Thi:-; ha ·tc " .. s maau.lcd, , :', 11p to 

tlti mom nt, he had be n ·uHcl'inrr all tl c agony ' ·hi ·h 
a burning iron could produ t pon . o . Clh·lh\'c a pa•·t a 
th neck. HaYing tha: di.· 1 gaged h r elf, and cnsling n 
glance at the a ccudmg smoke, ft·om th burning hair and 
ft·ying ~kin of th Yictim of h I' pl' ,-jou midnight }'ll'anks, 
and looking dn.gg 1'. a Old llilly, . he . ail d away home 
again to cure up h r wounds. 

1 . to llilly, he \'Ould receive lli. half ddlar for such 
a c.~, and th n gh•e his prescriptions, am pt in the 

r maindcr of the day, a. on the cca. ion de.c ·ibcd ii our 
fir t chapter·. 

[t is impo. ·ible f l' langnao-c to con\'cy a complete idea 
•f th int ts intcreRt whicl the ~ tn.tor took in he 

pcrformanc of th :e wonc.let·~. It i. tr 1 , tha.t they nc,-cr 
could . th witch, either co1 1ing or {J"oing; but llilly 
l'Oultl . e h r, nnd point to the lit in ' •hi h he fl w, or 
to the :pot whc•·c . he stood; and oftr-n~ som of the more 
imagillfllit•c per on~ among us, d dared, po.~iti\·ch· that 
1h • · had almo:-:t seen th blue sn'C, k ·he mud through the 
air, and ,. IT nrarly heard the whiz. of tl c broom. tick, a 
be dc:-ccndcd to th a1·th b side Oltl illll:. 

Tl ere wet·c Y<"u·iou oth r modes y wlJjch our " 7itch Doc
tor coul l'Cli \'e hi. ICig-l~hot·s' cattle, or cot lpel he" itches 
to rem y their ". pclL .~' llt t hi. h ne,·olencc of heart 
would not allow him tn monopoliz the hn:ine , and he 
thct· fore, kindly in trnch'll 1he people in rules b) which 
th y couhl do it thrmsch·es. 

n method imp:u-tcd, in ca. Dill · eould 1 ot be had in 
time waR to ·nt off a portion f 1 c nuimn.' car, or· any 

thcr m mbcr, and bring it to th bouse, without L pea.l·ing 
a w rd; whc ·c, in the pre cnce of t c whole family, and 

2 
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dcscribrd. \Vhcn animals fell l"ick, at any sea~on of thP 
year, and had the app<•amnce of dying, it wa:< "upposc·d 
they wer·e "bewitched." Afte1· all" charms" and extraordi
nar'Y mean:; had bec·n resorted to by Old Billy, to compel 
the witch 1o cme it, a lar·~c log-pile was built, by the 
as.;istancc of three or four netghbor:<, and the "bewitched'' 
Yictim thrown upon it and humed to ashe::;. Thi~ horrible 
operation was conducted amid;;t the groans, the bellowing, 
and the agony of the dyin!{ animal, and was enough to 
wrin~ the stoute:<t hcat·t. Xotwitbstanding this, howe,·cr, 
the men, armed with various defensive weapon:;, carefully 
guarded the carcass until it was cousumcd, to prcYent the 
approach of any living thing, as the \\'itches, to gain 
access to it, and brea/.: their connection witlt it, would assume 
a rhousand fot·ms. 

"'hen this cruel experiment wa.<; duly performed, acconl
ing to rule, the t•esult was, that the poor ·witch, in despair, 
would r·etire to bed, coYer herself closely" ith the quilts, 
and be consumed to a~he:<. 

But in Yisiting- this n.wful t·etribution u pon the witches, 
unl'ortunatcl), according to Old Billy's account of the 
mattct·, a bottle of whi:<kcy was always pt·escnt, and it 
was so difficult for a group of backwoodsmcn, of that 
day, to keep .~ilence over a bolllc, for two or three hour;~, thn.t 
in all cases, neat· us, although many were !mown to be 
witches, not one of om· ucighbor women "·et·e eYer kno"·n 
to be missing; and when the experiment did succeed, the 
culprits were found to h~wc lived at so g•·eat a distance, 
that a \·ast amount of time was consumed to ascertain 
where the blow hnd fallen. 

Another sangninary mode of inflicting punishment upon 
witches, \\'Us to shoot them u;ztll silver bullrts. It was well 
known that the baser metals had no efficacy. and that pure 
silver was indi:;:pensablc to succc:<s. This being an cxpcn
siYc means or obtaimng reycnge, and of Y isiting the guilty 
"·ith suitable penalties, it was only resorted to in cases of 



20 TilE WITCU DOCTOR. 

great importance, and rarely YCI', except when human 
bein!l'S wer tl1e \'ictims upon '•hom the injuric had been 
'nflicted. 

But thi wilclt hooting wn n. peculiar kind of operation, 
and perform ,d in n \·ery s'ngular manner. To produce 
fnta.l fl(:!Ct 1 it We not UCC ary that tllC WitCh hoold be 
bodily present. Her porlrail only, wa drawn, '•ith chalk 
or ~harcoal, 1pon a oard, tre , OI' arn door. By a sys
tem of incantation 1 nown only to Billy 1\I'Conncll, such 
a connection ~·as e;-tabli hed between the }Jiclzt7'C and the 
witch, that the momct t a h l ct penetrated the wood, within 
the lin f the drawing, he wot: ld rec iYc a corresponding 
'\:•ound, fatnl or oth rwisc, as the ball entered a pot repre-
entinrr a more or less vi 1 ru·t. 
Allu ~ ion was macl , in chapter first, to a cia s of cases 

in which our learn d Doctor could not de ignate the pat·
ticular witch who hact committed the tre"pa . "~hat 

made this d {! ct in hi powe1· a matter of deeper re(J'rct, 
these cn~cs w rc ah ·n.ys on·cs for which the fiicnds of the 
aft ictcd would make the greatest sacrifices. A pi(J', cal~ 
cow o.~, or horse, was of little Yalue compared to a J uman 
h ing; and a quarter 1 hal· 1 liar, appeared to be a propt>r 
fee for their r lief, and \ ·n cheerfully gi · 'll. In the ca c 
of" bcv.itchcd" animals, it mattered not whether the witch 
was known or unlmown, it was ca y, by the llorscslwc or the 
log-pile, to be rev ngcd, and make her rc • nl her elf, or uf
fcrthe con equcnccs. But rc cwitchcu" men could not be 
subjected t t01·turc, a a mean of pnn.i hing the witche". 
Other means of r dre ~,therefore, had to be dcYi ed, an 
the only ohj etion to the shooting penalty, wa it expeu
sivene . Th m~ iming m· killiurr of the ·witch, which 
might be th 1~ ult, wa always gt·atifyinu to those 
who enO'agcd in these executions; and could the guilty 
one haYc b ~en lmown, there ncYcr "·ould ha\·c been an 
re)uetanc in procc ding to the utmo t again t her, as a 
singl ilvcr ball would have quieted her, perhap , forever. 
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~ut a th guilty vitch could not he lmown, when men 
' · r th Yicr 1 s, all the uspicious old women in th 
nci•rhhorhood mu t be include in the pro ·c1·ibed li-t. The 
numb r thu~ ~ubj ctcd to the trial, oft .n reached a doz('n 
or t\ • nty, and us a separate bullet had to be pr pared for 
caclt portrait, t n or a dozen dollars w re often demanded 
for th occt ·ion. 

The difficulty att nding the wltippinq and burninu of 
witche , hn !ready been stat d. Dut there were diffi
eulti , fat· gt·cater, iu th ·s attempt to puni h th m by 
.t:t/wotill"'. And had it n t b en for the profound philosophy 
and xtcn i ,. cruditiot , n- w 11 a tl d cp pr ctieal ac
t}Uaintauce with the whole cicnce of Demonology and 
Yitchcraft, po.- ·e ·se< by Old Billy, they would, in 'cry 

ca ·e, h~we entirely escaped. 'Vhen the ob tacl ha e 
he ·n fah·Ir pr cntcd which th witche and th ir ma~tm·, 
h Old At·ch~ icnd, thrc\ ·in the way, it \\ill be ecn at 

a fTlanc , that knmdcdO'e little hort of superhum n would 
b r·equir d for their detection and puni ·hm nt. 

witch who had not interfered, would go unharmed, 
howe\'er numerous the bull t that pi reed ll r portrait. 

he O'uilty on might be omitted in the catalogue, and 
thus c cape. Or, he migl t be included in the li t, and 
y t · many precaution were necc ary, to prcYent h r 
i\Ia ter from hielding h r from harm, that, in n'nc cases 
out of ten, he ran but little ri ·k of lo·inO' her lifi , ore ·en 
of b ing maim d. 'Vho ,. r loaded th aun and hot the 
picture , would, forCl'cr thereafter, ha\·c tl w"tchcs ancl 
e ·il pirit ar · yeti aCT._ in t him; and if he w re anything 
f an immoral fellow, they would b ~ Ul'C to ·uccc d in th ir 

effort to a.cl~ie\· hi ruin. In pr parina to hoot, the 
. ih·cr ball mn t b pre.~ cd between tile teeth, and brcatlicd 
upon, befo · placing it iu th zun, oth 1'\ i~ the ual'<lian 
of th witch could turn it a ·ide and pt·c ·ent th int ndcd 
H\)nry. E en a stri ·t compl'ancc witl thi rul wa not 
al ·a)~ attended '~ith succ s . It ' as ::;scntial that he 
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who c Jar•red and tired tho gnn, should ha ·c a pure heart, 
othc1·wi. e hi· breath lo tits efficacy and he would, fol'ever 
thereafter, fed the bullet in /lis .<;toma.ch! After a full can
ya ·s of the qualifications of all h men in the ne'ghbor
hood, it waR alway. found that Old Billy, alone, po se serl 
suHlcient purity and courage to und rtake the task. Fully 
acquainted with tl rul , he could boldly et all the 
m chin~ tions of Satan, him elf, at defianc ;. and, there
fore, was invariably employ d to pe1·form tlli. important 
operation. 

It was at times such a thi that Billy's aenerosity and 
philanthr·opy shon Nith p cul'ar Iu~tr . ~ 'eeing the orro' r 
of the f1·jend~ of th Yicfm of witchct·nft, and k 1owing 
the sacrific of silYer to b mad , in :Hh ance of executing 
the ta k a.2 igned hin , he always pro csted against receh·
ing any comp nsation for hi erYice . 

The fin art , i1 that Yicinity, l•ad not yet reached a 
high tate of perfection, and the nam of each witch had 
to be written below th drawing intended to repre ent her. 
Tlus pr caution w. Yery nece ary to pre ·ent mi~takes, 
as vithout such an indication, ueither Old Billy, nor Old 
Clooty, him elf, could ev n have gues ed for whom the 
portrait ' · re de igned. 

It is a question of much interest, to n:sc rtain in what 
manner th witches :vrought th ir " pell~" upon men. 
vVe cannot now ent r upon a full inYe ti()"atiou of thi 
subject. I>ex·hnp , it will be snfficicnt to n.y, that th ca e 
with which one mi('l'ht be ., b ·itch d,:' depended upon his 
ct· dul'ty, hi· h alth, and his impressibility. A ober, mot·al, 
upriaht and int llio- J t man, wa · m·c to pa -- hi '·hole 
life, without a in ale intm·ru1 tiou from e,;] ~ph-it·. P r
son of doubtful moral-, ut who hcli n~d in the e.·i tence 
of no such uu cen rrenci , al·o <'~:<Cal ed unharmed. 

Inde d, it i · · · ntial to the ucce- of witch s, that 
th re should be implicit faith in their e.ri t nee and upcrnatu
,·al powc1's. And no better Yidenc of their base ingratituda 
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and din.boli al maligni y an be a!iordcd, th that th y, 
inv. l'iably, eonc:t•ntmtcd 1h it· whole force npon th \cry 
p r: n· who h li vc<l in their exi. t •nee aud r \" r n •ed 
th it· upC'riority. It i:s no womlcr, undm· th ::5 •ir um
stnn c:·, that a p rpctual warfm·c ~l10ul<l hnn~ hccn ·u=-
tain d b t :r.r nth : arti •:, and th. t the ·kill antllcarninrr 
of lliUy :\I' 1onn 11 wa~, to the w al-cr ;ide, of .such e ·cntial 
importan • and c:-ltim. l <.l at so high n Ynlur. 

'V · .1 nll giY tl.c particulars of but one case of witciU'rJJ 
a Hl of wilcll sltoolin~·, "lwrc a human b ing wa~ the vi ·tim. 
Thi · 01 'rill illu:t1·at the whole ubje ·t; a~ c ·1 ca 
vari d aecordin a to t h(' attending ·i 1 •t m ·tanc ·~. 

1. rot far fmm llilly' · , .. :idcnce ther lin•d au ld ba he
lol' n mc<l ;f'or~c ---,a lon .. Iy kind of fellow, who 
had fi w to care fm· hi. wclfar~. le had 11 YCl' ac uircd 
any gr •at ~tocl· of fatn 1 fol' int 11 PtuaJ attainment, or 
·ht· wdnc in bus in , ·.~ tran ·action.·. For this rca. on 
C ot·crc wa · left at home, with hi arrf'd moth r, to culti at 
the farm and ov r· its atfai1 ·; while his mor gi1lcd 
Lroth rs w 1t abroad and nt •red · nto bu ·in ~ ~ for them
~ •ly ·. Aft r they had · t led p r nncntly in a n iuh
b ring villag G Ol'crc wa 1 Jt to ~hift fi r hirns If, x • pt 
when a good l'op of wl cat wa · to be ~old. Then his 
brothet•s w r alway yery kind, and he bad no trouble 
about th(• matt •r. Aft r a tim , hO\: ever, 'corn-e took it 
into hi· h ad to a t married· and a· llc had alway b en 
a -trictly t mperat m._ n, a rarity in that neicrhborhood, and 
w prin ·ipal own r of the hone farm, the a-i 1 took p'ty 
on hL lon ly eon<.lition and one of h<>m became l i~ wife. 

Th ~y~tcm of,(tnancit?·iu"' that had be n adopt to\ ·ard 
orgc, hal not c:-; ·apC'd th no tic of hi~ n ighhor , and 

hi. wif{· 1 .~ol v d tlmt a n w one should b d Yi:cd. Ac-
•ordiugly, vi 1 then ,xt t' p was r ady for al , and the 
wagon · had b~en s al't d with it to tb mark t town, George 
wn fitt d nt, for the fir t time, for an expedition of a dozen 
mile from home. 
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This beiua a ne' el·a in hi life, Georg ,.a fu ly im· 
pr s ·cd with its importance. l aYing heard rna 1)' tales 
about t·obheri and mw· ' :r , 1 felt no little anxiety for 
th is~m of hi undertaking, and fort 1e ~afety oftl e money 
he e.·pect ·d to recci · . But what ad l d th mo t to hi 
f< ar·, wa ·the u cc · ·ity of hi: pa ~ing through a !taunted 

di · rict o country, where ghos s, and witche..,, and c ·il 
. Jirit .. , \\ere ::;ur to a ·sail at lea t on -thit·~ of those who 
bad ufficient courage to attempt its pa sage after dark. 

One peculiarity about the c lmuntctl grounds is WOI'thy 
of 1 otic . No p r~ou \•as eY r di .. turbcd on aoing through 
them lo the tou:n, h t only upon rtturui11g. The pure air of 
th country et ted to h Y rend r t t people inyulnerablc 
to the a sault oJ malignai t 1 irit · ; whil he atmo 1 h rc 
of the town p oduced an imprcs ibilit.IJ, in many, that attracted 
rather than repelled the pow r::S of dnrhle--. 

George tout u on his mi~·ion, th r· ore, with a pa pi
tating heart. On reaching tb co 1fi1 es of the ham ted re
gion, he purred hi horse at full ·peed, through the magic 
forests, '·ith the hop that it· 1Jiritual dcni-:ens might not 
ob crYe him and pr par to int rrupt ]lim on hi· r turn. 
I othing of importauc , 1 ow·ev r, occurred to incr a .. e hi 
fears. Once, only, h noticed ·om lar.,..c hullfrorrs, port
ing themselYes in n pond .. ml aw a hun-c ozd fly lazi1y 
from the top of a tall lm, and alight, in n ca ity, near 
the umu it of .th branchle · · truul· of an aO'ed oak. 

'Yhen eorn-e lad reach d the end of h. joun1ey, old 
his rheat, aud rec i,· d hi money, a new emotion .. rose 
to vhich h had before b en ·tt·a ger. Any ou can 
ympathize with G orge, who i.: abl to r collect his own 

impres ·ion the fir~t tim he receiYcd a. large ~um of money, 
uJ d r eire un:tanc · wh ·r th r wn dan< ·er of lo~ing the 
trea:>ure. T lC r a.r of being robbed took po se sion of the 
mind of G org , and render d him Yery unea ·y. 'Vhat to 
do he coulllnot d t rmine, unt"l one of his w. goners, who 
lad linger d b hi1 d the oth r , kindly inYited him into a 
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nx ·rn to tal· a dram. Thi · wa5; e.·actly vlmt hen Al .u, 
1o :timulnte hi· courage and nable him to encounter th 
tlu.ufY I'· of the hom. \ 'U ·d trip. H had frequently ~ect at 
couutry lotr-rolling ·,the mo ·t peaccabl ~and timid per,.;,on:-t, 
t~/lcr lakin~ a few dram·, be one hold a!Slions, and not afraid 

u light m ·n f t\ ·icc their own trength. o eorge ,. ··~· 
naturally .. •c pt ·u tl e invitation and walked. into the 
tm·ern; at th ·am time resolving to ~tm·t fol' home at an 
cady hom·, s to prus the !taunted gmuuds before darl·. 
But the wagonc · wa.- very tall·atiY , and lodng to banu 
l ound a bottl a · long n · po ;,;ibl ·, managed to d tnin 
(Jcot•rrc to a late ho tr. As :::.oon, ho • .\·cr, n he perc i\· d 
h ·un wa n~. I' its Letting, he 1 astily took a larg ~ dt·am, 

to gh·e him .. u lCi nt cou1·ao- , and moun tit n- 1 's hor,.. , 

tat·tcd fo1· home. The wagon t•, imitating hi ex mp1 , 
.-oon jumpe<l into his w o-on, a 1d lo" ly droY • alon{J· alt ·t· 
him. 

Ucfore had proceeded many mile th . dusk or 
t.h • e\ren ing ·et iu, and h b 0' n to r nlize tltc pCl·il: f 
hi.~ ituatio . Hi head soot began t rcfu ·c any langei' 
to r~main in an cr ct po itron, but 5\\ uno· from side to 
id . he arth med to be whirlin(J' romu o.nd ri <ng 
<p, tL thvugh it would . tril\ him in th fac . I i · feel

inn-:) were .: dillcl' nt ft· m any t ino- n- viou ly xpcri
en cd that he felt ru: m·cd he must b • up n fmcha~t!cd 

ground. The farth r he progr·c sed, th ' mor fully did h 
feel him elf comin(T under the influ r e of evil spirits. 
R\'Cl')' tal . of gho ·t , an l witehc , that hnd \' t' been told 
him in th ~ nm· cry, cam u in hi r c ll ction, a t11 \\' l
oom guc ·t,., to increa ·e hi~ fear. and r ndc I' more YiYi , 

b [! I' his imagination, the peri s that w r incr a 'no

al'ound him. .. · the tbicl·ening darkn en' eloped him 

more and mor bis vi ·ion, in tead of b in" di nmed, 
m d to acqni e new pow •t·s. bjcct ·, alouu· the road~ 

idt:, n ·nrncd a di tinctnP- s of outline, that, to his view, 

r m.lcr d th ir forms and ch. t·actm· unmistakably appar nt. 
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Everythjng wore a different a -pect from ''"hat it had 
done in the forenoon. Among the tree and bu"'h 
he could e a multitude of monster , of \·arious hio-hts 
and form 1 an gazing at him ·pith an intensity that COn

YiUCCd him tl ey were in deep consultation to d termine 
d ether they could ~·cfely attack him. At th moment he 

reached the foot of a bill, an immensely tall giant spirit, 
·allcrl out to the le .. er ones nearer the earth, '1 Hoo -lwo
lt-o-o-a I,, "ltoo -lwo -!t-o-o-a 'I ' to inquire who the 
trauger •as. G 01·ge felt hi hair ri e on end, and fear

ing hi ability to fi"ht such a ho-t of enemies, put \Yhip 
to J1is hor ·c. But j st a this noble animal start d into a 
gaHop, along side of tl e pond he had passed in the morn
ing, another phit, from its mid-t, r ponded to the fir t, ill a 
coar-e hollow voice," It is George, it is Gcor!(e, it is Geor"e.', 

Ala , for poor T orge! he wa not only di. ~coY ·ed but 
beset behind and before. I c, therefore, tlet rmined to 
scape hy 1ea,·ing the road. But a moment only elap!:led, 

aft 1' h had dash d his horse into the woods, vhen a huge 
monst r, at hi~ ide, trctclted out it arm, and, at one 
swoop, threw him out of the saddle and sent him sprawl
ing to the gt•ound. His hor e, fl'in-htencd at the lo of 
its rider, tool~ the COUI' e for home, at full peed, and left 
George a prey in the mid:.;t of his foe . 

ThouO"h almo:st pnralyz d with fright Georg bethought 
himself of his money. n ~o king up 1 e beheld tl e arm 
that had brought him dm tn, till Ol t tr tcheu and making 
no movement for hi pocket. Conclud·ng, therefor , that 
robbm·y " ·as not the monst r' object, but C'aring that 
other miO"ht po ~ a "Teate1· cupidit · he r ol ·ed to 
hid hi barr or dollr r . n lt the ~pirit had 0 b numbed 
hi limh:::!i by tlte blow, that \ •hen he aro ~e he found it 
impo ihl . to mo,·c in a ~traigllt lin . Nor wa it until 
after many trial: and numm on full , that he found a 
hollow tree whm·e he c nccaled bis money. 'fhi • ccom· 
pli hed, 1 til1 strugo·lcd manfully to cnpe ft·om bis 
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n mi ..:, and 1 alloo d lu:tily to fl·i~rhtcn th m a' ·ay. 1 
I·cpt up thi:i u od of de[! n e until hi:-; w. croncr, rca.chinrr 
th pond, and 1cnrin(J' l•i~ CJ·ic:·, w nt to hi· rc:>cu . 
( ~ orgc d tailed to h ·m h' teaible adY nture , and, after 
in ntiu att mpti a to r c ·er tl c m neY, he\· - 3.11ed 
hom ward in th wa.o·o11. 

It wa · nearly da) li(J'l t when th waaoner r aeh d th 
l10u e of (~eorn·c, and 1mockC<.l for admi ··ion. The wife 

ro · , t.o r ceive them, but, aJ ! 'corgc had b com wholl) 
·n.- n.'il 1c, and t tnJly incapable f helping him~clf. ar
r. iug bim into the hou. c, they laid him upon a bed and 
watched him till morninrr, when his fr" nds wcr called in 
to n.;ult about hi~ condition. 

It wn- n t until mid-day th~ t eorg exhibited any 
.·ig-ns of ,. turning on ciou n .. , and then h r co"'nized 
no one pre.· nt, not c • n hi· wifl . The rror:; and lo ·c · 
of the prcvi u · nia-b.t w r vh·idly imprc · ·ed upon hi.:: 
im. rrina ion. 'f!J fi1• ·t W rd- he uttc1·ed, W L'C- ' l1 CYil 
·pii·it·! the with r;! 'here in my m n y?" 

'l'hi t·e[! renee to tl it· c nduct offi·nd d th . pirit , and 
'n a few minute.: they gath r ·d nrouud hin i• multitudt• · 
as-umin(J' the mo ·t t nific f rm:-;, and menacing him "ith 
de ·tructio1 . Among t 1 m he .::oon di ·eovCL' •d a doz ·u 
old wom n, known to be witch ,..., who unit d in den unc
inrr vcno· anc upon him. lie c uld se . all the~ demon 
nml witch · <li~tinetly, and de ·cribe th m to the life. Thi 
", · d ci i\ f hi condition. .f ' I eoneu1·r d in opinion, 
l at h wa: cPrtt. inly" b wit h d," and no f me hould l>e 

JU Billv r I' Connell. 
o tor arrh·cd, he at once onfirmcd 

th d i:-:.ion of ~ or(J' ' fri nd · and he e. -tl' m t•cmcd 
fo1' l1is r lief '' , , l'C oh·cd upon -tha of slwotin" tlw 

wilclu . 
'J h ne.·t da wa · fix d for the execution of the "·itch -) 

and , H 1 ec ·~ary pr cautions aken to pre\·ent defeat. 
On that day 1 o favor could b granted, by th family, to 
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any one, on any condition; because, if this should be 
done, the" ch I"m'' ,·ould be broken, and a witch, receiving 
tl e f; Yor, woultl go uninjured. ih·er coin was 'ery 
L·carc at that day, and no little labor was demanded to 

htain the amount n eded fort 1e b1dlets. At last, hov.·
cv l' thi~ wa ccomp ished and the balls moulded. On 
the morniJ g of the great da ·, G orge was still running 
wild 'Y around the fm·m, when unrestrained, and calling 
upon the hill. and mountain to fall upon him. It was, 
therefore, with no little anxiety, tbat the friends assembled 
to witne~s the shooting of the \:itches, to secure the 
recovery of •COJ'O'e fwm their "spells." 

Ten day before leorg-e· mi~fortune Archy ---- had 
been bitten by a rattle·snal·e. Ie was a fine young man, 
and a great fa ·orite ''ith the girl . On the day of the 
' •itcl . hooting, of "hich he had not heard, he concluded 
to ride to the neare t YiUage, to do an errand for himself 
and to h 1y some lead for an ighbor, who had mis ed twenty 
leaden bullet , tlle previous c\-eninO', after ha\ina been at 
Dilly 1\1, onnell s. His ph -sicinn had prohibited Al'chy 
from drinlring any lluids except mille 'I he re idence of 
George lay on bi way to own. Before reaching it he 
became very thirsty, and cal1 d for a drink of milk, and 
to ask after tl1e welfare of George, of who e mishap and 
ubsequent state of mind he had heard. But upon making 

the request~ he wa promptly refu dl nnd o-h·en to under
.::tand that he was no \ 'elcome Yi itor. Archy, knowing 
nothina of the cei'CI10llie OU hand that uay, '\ ·a greatly 
puzzled to didne wha. had cau. ed s tch a chancre i the 
conduct of th. hitherto pleasant rttle '\Vif, of George. 

On tirning his head to'\ ~ard tb · baru; howe · r, Archy 
dL coY red BiHy l\Ic onneH, and the f:·icnd of eorge, 
dt·a\ ing tbe por rait~ of the witch s to be shot that day. 
At once he comprel ended the whole mattet. He was 
susp ct d of hciw• n. wizard, a he had a ked a faYor, nnd 
in all pt·obability would be 1tono ll wi h a ·ilv r bullet 



in his p I' rait. \lithout delay, th r fm·c, h hn: t neu on, 
pr f,·r1·ino- to ri~k 1.1 c nfct: of his picture to ree i ··nJ a 
hall i!l hi.· pel'. on. 

Thi~ inciclcut wa an ut fortwutt' affair for A1·chy, as it 
fi:c ll upon 1 im th su picion of ha ·ing dealings \ ·itb the 
r •alms of da•·kn :: . F ·om thi , or .~omc oth<'r au e he 
wa~ 11 '\·cr able to ohtain a wife; and in despair left hil) 
ltm e, cross d t c Ohio Uiver ca tward, and, for ycm", 
IJccamc a J ncly wand rer up and down the head waters 
of th AJJ n·hanic . 

From th first to the Jast t"·m that our :Vitch Doctor 
ng. o-c l in hooting '·itches, it was noticed that on the 

day of c.-ecutinfr thi dreadful penalty, he invarinbl: had 
a Cit f tooth-ache, and on ehceJ· hau b come much 
swollt•n, tho 1gh, xtcrnally, there w but little ·ign of 
inflammation. On thi day, w n the duty w to he 
performed, in L half of corgc his ch ck wns notic d 
to he mor than u ·uaJJy pufl'cu out. • 'till, howeY •r, thou•rh 
he urg u th 1' . to load anu hoot, on their r fu -aJ, he 
unul'rtool· the task him ·elf. 

fl 'nu a work of 'a t l'C poll ibiJity anu inYoh·in"' 
consequences of th tTreatcst momentt it wa. p rf(mn d 
with t1e utmo·t olemnit•. 'Ih p ctator~, .tru'k \"ith 
awe at UJ nhJimc ccnc · cnactinrr b for them, ·tood ofr 
at a t'c ·pee ful distanc fl·om th position occupied by 
Billy, that th . r mic.rht not di ~tract hi thoughts and lead 
him into mistake equaJly fatal to 1 im df and to ; org . 

All thing· b inO' re, d. •, anu th O'lm lond d accordino- to 
nle -like a 'OUnty hcr·rr opcninQ' nml clo:in<r a " ion 
of court- Uilly tlm g a,· ly 1 roclaimcd, to all tl e 
power ·n this and in all other wol'ld , th llccd he wa 

ahont to xecut : 
cc Hear yc, nd know y , a~h nnc.l e\-ery \'itch an 

\Vizard of t 1c arth, and all y in p and o-oblins of the 
r aim. of dnrh ', that unl : thi our b loved Lrotb r 

eorgc be imm diat ly rcl a cd from the ' ·pcll of 
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,Nitchcraft'' cast upon him by ~orne of ye, that I, Bmy 
l\I'ConneH, on countinu- the unmber four, will proceed to 
shoot th portrai of Bet ey Deame ·, known to be in tl1e 
ervice of the Prince of darlme~ s, o that; if guilty, "he 

will be caused to suffer the extreme penalty due to her 
crime!" 

This proclamation being made, and George not mani
fe ting any ymptoms of returning rea on, he then, in 
the mo t delibera.t and sol mn manner, proceeded to 
count, " one~ two- three- FouR ! , emphasizing the last 
number at tl1e fullest stretch of his voice; when, seeing, 
no change in e01'1Ye, bm rr- went the old gun. Again it 
;vas loaded, an(l with the arne ceremony, again fil·ed, time 
after time, until he twenty names in the catalogue had 
been pronounced, and all the portraits p rforated with balls. 

Tbeu uccceded a cene of exciting interest. Billy and 
the ~pectators, with the deepe t reverence, all dt·ew 
near the portraits to examine there ults and d tel'lnine 
how far fatal effects ·were likely to follow, provided the 
real offellder had been included in the doomed list. This 
being satisfactory) lliliy next examined the state of 
the pulse of his patient, and :fi lt his head, as he 
had done the day pr viou , and al o that morning. Tl en, 
add.re inO' the friends, he s~ id he was happy to in* 
form them that the shot had b n uccessful, and that 
George would soon be himself again; but that, to faciliate 
his recove1·y, he must be bled and take some physic. 
The work being thus finished, Billy, declining dinn·er on 
account of tootll-aclte, left for home, receiYing many 
thanl s for the kind offices he had that day performed. 
George got well soon thereafter a~ can be certified to by 
one of the most eminen phy icians iu Ciuci11nati- then a 
young man- wl o bled him aud ga\·e bim the physic, and 
\dlO knows that th shooting of the portraits of the 
witch :s, with other imilat' remedi , '·a l'e orted to by 
George'::! frieud.3 wilh eminent succc~$. 
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Th rc \'a one thing happened to ld Billy hat day, 
auJ a Iii·' nmt had b n noticed b foa·c, '·bich could not 
h ' comprch ndcd by the :p eta. Ol". It wa: ob en ed that 
th • \ · ling in llis clteck abated as he proceed d with the 
;)booting, and that wh n he had compl tcu the wol'k, the 
oppo~itc cl c 1- was 'woUen as fun a. the other had been. 

It wa beautiful moonlight that niooht, a~ young A•·chy 
came b< ck from t wn. lie had delayed long ·r· thnn 
usual, that the fl'icnd. of •eorge might I YO time to dis
pcr;:,e ·o tl nt he could look at the pol'traits. o1· tLc 
truth wa , he ~ lt a great curio ity to kuow wheth ,. l is 
own stood in the 1 anks \dth tbe others:. 'l'he mom nt h 
obtained o. fair \'icw of the drawin(l"s, there he hehcld l is 
o\ ·n portrait pcc1·ing up throuO"h the otl ( rs, like a. tnll 
~h 11-badc hickory 0\',01' a groLl] of low h1ack-jack oal~s. 
I is na nc, to , if not cle<rantly, wa~ c n:picuoll I) writt n 
h 1 catl i~ fc t. pon closer examinatiOJ , he found the 
1m11ot had truck it in the region of th • heart; and fOI'th
with proc cded to cut it out and pocl·ct it for 1 r ·crvation 
a a relic. lleiug- him elf innocent, Archy had f It 1 o 
had effect· fl·om the hot; and cutiosity O\" l'Coming ~ ar, 
h · solutcly executed hi ptwpo c. 

llut no oon r hat! he ecurcd the baH which had been 
dcd"catcd to hi., own sp cio.} b ncfit, than th thought ro e in 
hi m.ind, tha.t he would cut out the wbol tiN'lllY for futnr 
.·amination. Tbi ~ labor tt·icd hi~ 1 a.ticnce pretty fully, 

lut he executed the ta. k, aml tl en pro· cued home to 
sleep ountlly the remainder of the nig-ht. "er) soon 
a tct· A1·cl y rose in the morning, h p1·ucc ·d d to exan ine 
th tl'Ca nrc, ohtained with ~o much I abc J' ft·om the pm·
tt·aits, wh n, ala~ ! l1e found the witchc ~ Lad tunwtl all hi 
:~ih•u bull ls into common /cat! 1 1 

.Man) additional ca.::;c of u-ildt shooliu.rr, East and "e t, 
1 1iO'ht be gi\ n, but n ·we only int nd to illutstra c principles, 
"-e cnr little for tl1e multiplication of facts. Jt may, 
howe\·cr, be n matter of interest to kno\V~ that about the 
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last ca c in QI,io, occu T • l on \Yalnut tr t, Cinch uuti. 
P r ons d10 witnes edit arc stil livit g. 

I m· ome time the mysteriou movements of a mnn of 
~ingulnr habits, who liYed on that ·treet, had c.·c·t(•d ·u.
picions thnt he was a '"'izard. :\I any of the accicle 1t 

occuning to animal and men, had been tl·aced to 1i 
incantation . The e \'ils becomii1g too sel'ious to be 
longer borne, upon grav eonsultati 11, he was doomed to 

be shot, after tl e manner that all witche and "izn.rd 
should be executed. Sentence being pas l, his porh·ait 
was drawn, th sih·cr bullet as ca t, the gun was load l, 
but tl ere was no Bil1y 1\fConnell at hand to giYc efficacy 
to tlle hot. .... ill, 1wwe ·er, a public duty wa · to be 
performed, nud a couraacous man walk d forward and 
offered to become the executione!. Tl e wizard, learning 
wl1at was pa ing, tcpt out of hi~ door, and tremblingly 
awaited his f: t . 1 oou pop went the gun, and ure enougl, 
just a· had been anticip t d, dm ·1 fell the wizard upou 
hi c llar door, dead as a herrinrr! 

Thi fatalt· ult a a ~ed om of the bcne,·olent one , who 
had volunteer •d to ri<: tl city of a maliO'nant ncmy, to 
tremble a littJe for th afcty of their neck . 'orne ran 
fo · life while oth r"', le s deeply implicated, 'cntured 
cauti u Iy, to approach the corp c. A on as hey l1ad 
crowded, IOlmd it, and with amazement were ·ie"inO' the 
•·emain f the unfortunate wizard, the pidt sudd nly 
infu cd new lifi into him, and ~ prang t hi feet. At 
the . rune in ·tant a eiaut yrit ge, 1 arg d rith blood: by 
a cil' ·ulat· motion, ·att r d its con e1 t un b .. CITed but 
by a few, into the face of t te crowd. The consternation 
of the people at s inO' him ri ~ , wa unbounded. But 
\\'I en n<:h beheld his n igl hor' face str aming '·ith 
gore di:smay ('izcd the toutc t I cart, a1 u all ran a ·r 
tl infernal r· gion bad let loose its inmates to avenge 
hch· companion's death. 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

Natur~ of contract made by witches-~:round~ of fl'ar of \\itches among 

(tCople -their rowel"- p<'Mon~ l·xcuopt on• I llublc to their attacks- tlwlr 
uortarrwr(>ho,lng flOwers- thrir ohility to •·ornrnan•l ~otanie o.id- nee I of 
llilly :\!'Connell's a.._i•tanCd to prot ct the Jl•'oplc.- llond sig-ned by Llvo.) of 
the witch-th·· magic bridle-how uiiC<i- II!>On whom u•~J- its c.-ff cl~
cloang•·•nwn into horsrs.-Cu•tom, of the (>CO(>IP-fn·orable to witehcs
log-rolhngs :tnd house-raising-- whi•key dronking ·-necessity for its usc
sober nll'n forced into intempernncc-buo)·nnt ft·llows- n:>rrow pall••
lac.·r.otrd hand, nod feet-goblin,. in the roads-fights with them-log
rollers wor .. tcd.- Nightmnro- imprc"lblu fdlows- bridled and rode by 
wiU:h<'s-plnces of witch dances unknown -elforl• to discover them
fnlhorc,- Tow i\l'C\intock Is appointed ngMI- fails -tries it ugaln
r<'sull•.- \Vitcll<'s lovo to mPt:>.rnorphoso• thcm•elves into cals.-Tho salt 
unrl iron pnl'kc,.,.- their eharucter- odd views of public improvements
IISf'fulnPss n• news carriers.-The haunted nolll u rendezvous of rrito/r-caU
th .. rr li~rcrnN•.- Old llilly'• engugemcnt to ul!rnol the mill- ho foro" a 
<'lr3rno•·d circle-his in~ulnernbllity to th··ir a!!;JCI<O- his self·pO>-~el'sion
theort~~ults upon hi m-ho eul• olf onu'ap:11v, which ln•t:lntly changes to a 
human h.on•l.-ffi, ~atauic :\!.oje,ty !l(>p•·al'>'-i' floore.l hyllilly- Billy's victo· 
ry cornpl~tt~ Tiro oniller's wife prove,(, by llilly, to he tho trader of the witches. 

h was the receh·ed opinion of the p<'ople, and fully 
confirmed by Billy ~\I'Oonndl, that, to gain possession of 
the po\H'I'S of witchcraft, the applicant was required to 
clcdicat~ hcr·:-elf, or himself, (as the case might be,) body 
one! ~oul, to hi:,; ~atanic 1\Iajel:l-t}, tlwnceforth and fore\·er; 
and, hy the most terrible oaths, and awfltl imprecations, 
renounce the Author of all goodnc~:;;, and giYe up all 
dc:;irc, all hope, of future bib::~. 

,h; a t·cwanl for this snn·cnJr-r, his Satauic ~Iajesty, for 
and in hdwlf of himself, and of all the :;:ubordinate dig
nitaries in hig dominions, co,enantcd and agreed, to com
municate to the said applicant, a wide range of the powers 
that he himself possessed; and to aid, abet, and defend, 
to the uttermost, all \Yho should, on these terms, enter his 
sen· icc. 

3 
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The pos essor of the. e po :vet·. , therefore, '•ere, by their 
O\Yn voluntary act, ., beady etcrnal1y doomed. It wa no 
wond 1·, th 11, that i• addition to the injurie that might 
rP ult fi·om th contact, all per~on. hould shudder at the 
thought of taking a wi ch by the hnutl. _Tor is it a mat
ter of surpri e, that men, women, and childl·en, properly 

instruclctl in a brli~( in witchcraft, h uld tren b1e to find 
thems h~es alone, at niO'htfa ,J, or on any pot where 
witc 1e · were know to pas or confTregatc. And if it 
wet·e sufficient cause of alarm to imauine ones elf in the 
presence of goblin or witchc , it mu t haYe been ten·ible 
b yond de cription, to ha\ b en :eizcd by them, as often 
happened in that n ighb01·hood, and made subjects of th ir 
capricious Ol' malig 1ant power . The full fm·ce of tlus 
remark wilJ be compt·ehcndcd, wh n the xtent of the 
power held by witches is undt•r toad. 

Their ability to do mi. chief, and to intcl'mcddle with 
evil thin 17 , and bad men, i carcely limited, exc pt by an 
inability to ex rt crea.ti'r energy. Good men arc neYer 
suhj ct to th powcl' of witchcraft, until, by t mptation 
and en tic ment , th y are led to de' iat • from the line· of 
moral rectitude. But the power of'' itche ·to mctamorplwse 

them cl e ·, and tho e o ·cr whom th y acquire control, 
into any s/Japc lhcy choose, i alma. t unlimited. It 'viii, 
therefore, be readily perc h·ed that the di:o;trict under the 
supervt ton f Billy l\l'Conncn, wa peculiarly liable to 
annoyanc from ,,·itches, and th t the people Yere contin
ual y ubjected to the fear of their incall.lalions . . For, in 
addition to her own power, a witch could, by her incanta
tiOJ in tautly rai.:e up a ho t of spit·its to a i t her in 
the e.-ecution of her maliciou:s de in-n. or to perform the 
ta k thcmselY s; and inca es of great emergency, d mand
ing exh·aordinat·y lcin and power, he could command 
the t•e enc of the Arch.Fieud him elf. 

ith uch pm; · r as these and with di po ition full 
of malignity toward mankind, it mu t hav been impos i· 
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hlr for human bcim~s to ltaH~ dl\l'lt lllliCll lr>n!;Cl' in that 
r<'~iou, had not Bill~ ::\['Comwll arriH·ll. to cheek the 
<':-..tt'ul of thP- mi,;chicf-doin~ po\\'('l"s of the witchc,:;. A 
lrl\' occ•urr·cucP::;, out of' many that 111i~ht be ntl<::-tl:rl hy 
scorr~:~ of witn<·~~~'"• will hr ><llllici«'nt to :-ho\\ that prople 
stood in corhtant dr•rad fmm tlw )Hill cr·s of inf'CIIlnl 
:-pirit,; 

\\'h1·n thr \\·itch had completed tht• ~air of hrr,-clf to 
the Arch-EtH'IllY of man, ami CXI'l'lltc<.l the article of 
agw·t•tnent, by signing it with tlu hlood '?(Iter mm riglti 
/(flnt/; among other llf'C('"sary imp)ctll('ll(,.; of her future 
profc.~"iou, :;he rccei1 Nl a ma!.[ic bridle. As long a::- ,he 
krpt thi" hl"idlc in her po:<st't~sion, ll'hrnC\'Cr :<he tu•cdcd a 
horse, to trfl\'<'l 011 a. nocturnal jourtH;y of plcnsurc, ot· to 
brim: hom!' n KaC'k of wcal li·orn th<' mill; all "''~' lwei to 
do, \\a,- to l'CCk out ~;orne stout, at•! in•, illljirtssiblc f!'llo\\, 
nl'tt•t· Ire had l~tllc·n n"lct'p, and s/ml•c the britlll' ot·rr Ids 
l!rf/d. A transformation would in,..tantly c•omnu·nce, the 
mau",; lrn:1cl a,..,.llllt<' th<' ,..Jwpc ol' that of n hor"<'; an<.l, by 
till' time :-lw t•ould pnt the hit in hi,: uwuth, au<.l ,.Jip tin· 
hl'ad-,trap m·c-r hi:; t·ar:<, the man would ;-;pring up. a 
pmtwing, :<nortru~ >'tcrd. Then, b) an rlfort of her u-i/1, 
placing lairn ontt-idc of the hou,..<', ... he monnted upon his 
had.:, anti gnllopc<l oil' on her nocturnal enand. . 

Thr n<h-antngcs possC's:>ed by the witche~, in the usc of 
the ma~ic bridle, in Bill~\; distt·ict, cannot be well under
l'tood, without rxplaining the habits and custom"' of the 
l<l'ttlcrs. The ucwncss of th<' countt·y rendered the fre
qu<'ut gathC'ring:< of the p<'op!c, indispen,:nhly necessary, 
to :lid <·aeh otlrcr in rolling- lo:::<, nncl r:ti .. ing hou>"c::; and 
none hut a churl would n<'glect to ha1 <'a fe11· gallon:: of 
whisk<•)' on the occa~<ion. lie who ne!.il<'ctNl to procure 
thi" might roll his logs him:;clf, m· go housclcss. Such 
wns the qnnntity of falkn timber to h<• t·ernoYcd h<'fore a 
new field could h<' put under cultinttion, that the ::trcng-th 
of no one f.1.mily was adequate to the task of rolling the 
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logs too-ether it to heaps, preparatory to bm·t itJcr them. 
As a.ll houses were built of h a,·y ]oO', it \vas impossible 
to c1·ect one without a i tancc. To prm·ide the ·whiskey, 
therefore waR a necessn.1·y a to build the house or clear 
the fi. lds- the one coulcl not be done without the othet·. 

Thet· wm· then no DR. DEE ncns, or F , TflER 1\iATHEws, 

or J. B. 'o G n to persuade t1 e people to abandon alcoholic 
drink ; and the li uo1·-lm·ing p01·tion of community~ literally 
forced multitlules of sob r men into habits of int mperance. 

A the log-rolling or ltou e-rai ing, usually, occupied 
the vhole day, supper had to be eaten by candle-light. 
The men, during the dny, (l'encrally drank moderately, 
but bcfor sepa•·ating at niaht would indulge more f•·eely. 
A few, howe,·er, would drinl- enough, throt ghout the day, 
to create that degree of buoyancy of spirits which led to 
o"Ver-exet·tion and sub~equent exhaustion. uch per ons 
would ]eave the pr mises, after supper, with no Yery 

teady steps. Little else than path , at tl1at time, had 
been opened from house to house. Th bt·ush·wood grew 
thicldy alouO' the roads, nnd briers and tborn were abun
dant. These men rare]y eYer had shoes or moccasins, 
during wann weath r; and, as the path were always a 
little too naL·row for th ir lwmeu·ard trip, their bare feet, 
frequently presented n.mple m;dence of the zigzag steps 
they had taken. Th ir hand , too, often afforded indica
tion that th y had been unable to pre er ·e their perpen
dicularity. Evil spirits, mor oYer, often a sailed them on 
the road, or gho ts rose up to fri o-hten tbem, and hobgob
lins \\ith branching horns, or monsters with head]e s 
trunl·s, blocl-ed up their road. Too braye to turn their 
baclcs upon their infernal cnemie , often would our log
rollers attaclt them; but the spirits, or gho ts, or goblins, 
or monste , as the case 1night b , at the onset of these 
va]orous lcnights, a.s if to tantalize them, would transform 
th msclves, instantly, into stumps of variou ~ hights, or 
fallen trees, \vith projecting branches, so that with the 
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mo. t uaunU com·afJ' , the loJ-rollcr, m tl e cncountm·, 
wn sur, to com oJr econd bc.::t. 

J. fter t UICh timulating throuO'h the day, xcc si\'c 
catit g in tll m' ning, and pm·ilou.s ncoun er in the 
dat·J nes of tb night, th ir lecp, on t·eaching home, 
could not be exp c ed to be of the calm and p n.ceful 
kind. Indeed, uch a tate of ne1Tous excitement wa~ 
usually produced, a , in the.sc lay , would be certain to 
brinrr on n.u a.ttacl· of nightmare. But such ills wer then 
unknown. Each impre.vsible person was o clo ely watched 
by the witches, and his r ·ice in such demand, t :tat no 
on thought of niglttmw·c. 

At midnight, while wife antl children, or pare1 ,t or 
isters, ·would be pcac fully enjoying their rest, sometimes 

one, ometime another, and frequ ntly all of the cxl'ita
Uc a.nd imprc .. iblc per on , ould hear the jinrrle of th 
ma.tric bridle, above them, and feel a stl'a.nge sensation of 
fullness tealing oYer heir head and c.·tending town.rd 
the e. tremitie ; at the arne time, the coM bit of the bridle 
'\ auld be pn.s cd. into their mouth. Tl en, con cious of th ir 
condition, aud trugO'ling to be di~cn«aged, the poor fellows 
·would rear, and plunge, and snort, in vain. The magic 
bridle ·was all-powerful, the man was now a horse and 
the witch, by uttering a inale entence and makino- a 
£ w passe , \ •ould, in a twink ing, transfer him outside tl e 
house, nnd, leaping upon his I ack, apply the whip. The 
friuhtened log-roller, now maddened by despairt would 
run with f 1H peed, tbl'Ough briers, and thOI'n , and brush
wood, and over fallen tree , until, under the guidance of 
hi rider, he vould be reined up, miles . di tant, at some 
untenanted house, or gloomy cavern. The witch would 
the jump from hi back, ti him to a stal{e or tree, and 
ha t n to join her companions in the dance, or incanta
tion , or compoundit cr of magical drugs. 
Thc~e witch dance were very common, and aff01·ded 

sea on o amu em nt, a well as opportunities of confer~ 
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encc with ach other, and of receiYing inst ·ue ions from 
th ir :;u. t r, who wa always lre~ent. Hut tbcy were 
nev ~r known to take place, e. ·ccpt the night after there 
lm{l been ~ gathering at a log-rol1i 1 o·, house-rai ing, or on 
som public day. The frec1uency of the e witch gather
ing- was, howe,·m, w ll attested, by th unfortunate felJows 
who ]Jad to carry the \ ritche , and by Bmy l\l'Connel1, 
who kept au c ·e U}>on their doiua-s. They di persed, 
ho\ ·ever, at the fil' t cocl·-crowi1 g; for, from the witch of 
Endor to th la t weil'd gathering on ~ 'Jab-camp, no con
gre.,.ation of witcl e could ,-cr abide the dawn of day. 
At that moment, th refore, each ,,·itch would again mount 
her ~te d and da h furiou ly bom . A· soot a the tired 
animal w. · again placed within doo1·., the ma!{ic bridle 
pun on: and the [! rm of the man naain a sumed, the 
prightly lou-roller, or hou~e-rai cr of the previo 1s day, 

exhausted an l fain i1 g would tumble into bed and drop 
a~Ieep. 

It wn.s tl'uly piteous, at tim , to 1i ,ten to the tales of 
the.:c unfortun~ te men, and see their Inc rated hands and 
feet) torn among the briers and thol'ns, as the ,,·itches had 
mcrcile ~ 1y Jashcd them for miles tht·ouO"h the 1·ugged paths, 
and to heat· thei · moanina about their achinO' backs, pro
duced by the weight ofth '"'itches who had bestrode them. 

The unoyance oncl opprc. :::ion to which many worthy 
peopl w re -ubjccted, h ·' uch a fr qu nt u:e of the 
magic bridle, t ]a l became in~upportable, and Yarious 
mean were prop s d to ane -t, m· at least check the eYil. 
Th first step,. 'as t find the tlnce at which the witches 
con(n·cgated. Out, after a car ful im·estigation, no two 
witc!t-llor~es could be found to agt·ec ou the place to which 
they had } cen ,.i,ltlcn, and th question, after much exer
tion, careful inve ti(J'ation~ and a great lo~s of time~ still 
remained in ob.1cnrity. 

It emed d at the witch had the po\Y ]'of causing 
acll man upon vhom they had put their bridle to see 
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ol~jccts in a different light t'ro111 nil Qthcs·s. This was a 
,·c·•·y cunni~~~ trick, bccaullc a fello,·:, next day, mi;;ht pa::s 
the lsou~c at \\ hich he had stoocl hitched without knowing 
it, and tlms the witches were ahnt) . l'af"c. 

It wa~ next decided that Toru .:\I'CJintock, an active, 
rcd·hradcd, little fiddler, who was alway:; a nccc:~sas·y 

appl~ndngc to all frolics- who loYCd a dram bettcs· than 
he did his wile-who ''as the most frequently rode by a 
fat old witch of the sanguine temperament, weighing o' cr 
two hundred pounds -:::hould, on account of his greater 
shrewdness, be appointed to examine the subject, and 
discover the places to which the witchc::; •·csortcd. This 
lleing done, the whole community were to combine to 
watch the premises, and prc\'cnt all future meetings of the 
witches. 

But though Tom continued to fiddle, and drink, and he 
•·ode at night as usual, yet all the monuments he could 
crC'ct to ma1·k the spot where he had been hitched up, 
we•·e adroitly rcmoYcd by the witchc:; into his bedroom 
before daylight, so that it was impossible fo1· him to proYc 
that he had left home. 

As a final eflort, Tom •·esoiYed, next time, to peel 
the bnrk ofl' the sycrunos·e sapling to \\·hich he had been 
usually hitched, and then, as the witch could not replace 
it, he woultl be sure to find the spot next day. 

'l'om's wife, being a serious woman, and not haYing 
embraced some of the modern progress ~ystems of religion, 
had far less antipathy to the smell of brimstone, than to 
that of whiskey. It was no unusual occurrence for her, 
when he came home boo:y, and tumbled into bed, to bum 
a little :;ulphur and hold her pillow in the fumes, before 
she retired, so as to mitigate the cflccts of Tom·s breath. 

It was not long after Tom ls:ul decided upon his last 
expedient, that he found himself again reined up, panting 
for breath, at his old stnnd, beside the sycamore sapling. 
As soon us the \\itch left him, and eutered the house 
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where l1cr companion~ were rev ling, Tom thought to 
himself-"' ell, now, l'U settle the quc~tion, I'll bite the 
bark off this smooth sapling and lea ,.e a mark that can 
be een." Then applying his nose to feel for the be t 
. pot pon which to u c his terth, he was astonished to 
find the sapling not only u·arm, but melling strongly of 
brimstone. Tom's -m;picion ~ 'ere a.t once raised, that hi 
hitching post might ha,•e a connection \\'ith a lower and 
ltoltcr country than the on in which he dwelt. But 
he :vn- resoh·ed to ucceed now. lie had been suffi
ciently laugh d at, on account of the peculiar re ults of 
some of his former efiort , but no"· he felt certain of 
succe -. " 1ith full confidC'nce, therefore, he drew back 
his head, that he might giYe gr ater force to hi· jaw , and 
then darted it forward again, dth oprn mouth, to peel off 
the bark at a singl snap. But no sooner did he catch 
the uppo ed bad~ betw en his teeth, than n. loud scream 
greeted hi ear, and wa ucceeded by the v l1 known 
tones of Ius wife's voice, exclaiming-"" hy, Tommy, 
what upon earth nrc you about. You haYe bitten my arm 
half off, and u arly kiJle me. Oh, dear! oh, dear!" 

Details of well authenticated ca e~, '·here the meta
morphosin{J' pow r of ';itchc hn.Ye been exerted upon 
others, with the cotPeq ent evils resultin"' to mankind, 
might be n nltiplied inc! finitely. But, a. what ha. been 
gi ·en will afford a cl ar conception of the ma('r'nitude of 
thi:s e,i], \ ·e hnll not pw ccutc our inY tigations, in thi 
division of the subject, any farther at pre ent. To render 
our hi.:story complete, howeY r, we must direct attention 
to another of its branches. 

In rn ta.morpho ing th mseh·es, '\Yitche- have always 
been peculiarly fond of a suming th shape of cats. In 
this condition, the witch r tain- her intelligence and ma
lignity, while he acquires th powers and propen ities of 
the cat. 1 a witch ~he is omul top rp tual animo ity 
to man- as a cat she is doubly armed for the execution 
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of h r maliciou: purpo~c:s. Thu., a '·itch, n ctnmor
ph ~ d into n cat, i~ one of the rno:-;t fearful ncmic~ of 
1nankiud. Thi langcro t character has be 11 o w n 
undcr:;tood, for c nturie,., that where tl ey in{(~.:-t a n · gh-
1 orbood, fi w pcr~ons will v nture a road, alone, in the 
darl , or cnt r a room without li<Tht. 

After landinO' in th U 1it d •tates, llilly :i\PConncll' 
fust O'f at achiev ment and that whicl ~ecm·ed to him his 
reputation n.: a \ ~itch Doctor, w.. hi:! victoriou en· 
count r dth an al'my of witch ~, thu m tamorpho~cd. 
ThouO'h this wa~ a f<'at unprecedented in it· character, yet 
sucl wn · the mode ·ty of illy, that he brou'Tht with him, 
t th ,y :-;t, n ithcr certificate nor affidaYit of th' wonder
ful trnn~· ction. 1 Tor did a whi per, concern'ng it, ever 
c cape hi. lips. It must, th r fore, hav r main d a pro
found ~ccret, and hi worth nc\' r have been fully known, 
hut fOL' the vigilance of our ea Ml new collector -the 

nlt n.ml il·on ackcr . 
J. ~ w papers w t·e then in le~:s d mancl, n;:, med"ums of 

intcllirr nee, betw en the En t and ~ Lt, than th "~pir

itunl r~ p r " now are a bcarc1 · of me <:afTc between 
th mat rial and spiritual \ orld . The~ alt nnd iron 
packer ere, thcr for , a mo t important cht- of citizen , 
n th<'~ not only conducted the exchange of products bc
tw en the '~ e t a.nd East but w re the chief ;out·ccs of 
int !Hgence. The· were the mo t ad,-enturou of the emi· 
n-rant , who r turned annu lly to theE~ t, with horse load 
of pcltrie"", and :mch other we tern pr ductL, a c uld be 
c. changed for alt and iron. The nee - ity for packin"' 
th .:-upplie of merchaudLe, for. the :\I .;:t upon hor~ bacl·, 
aro- ft· m the want of roads, for the pas~nO'c of yao-on , 
aero ~ the mountain . ThL ob taclc r maininrr many 
y ar after the fir t emio-rant· reached the w t rn side 
of the 11 ("l'hanie-, the packing upon hor~e.;: became a 
rcO'ular trad . A- th w m n manufactured with th ir 
~pin.nin0'-wheels and hand-looms, sufficient lin n, IinLey, 
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and aannel to :supply us with clothinu; and the m 11 ob
tained by naricultm·e and hunting, all nece sary article.., 
of £ od; little el ·e wa needed from th ·East, except salt 
and iron. Hence, out· eastern traders were called "salt 
and iron pacl·crs." 

The packers traYeled in companie:; of three, five, or 
ten, as suited the'r con\'enience. The day ·on which it 
rain d too hard for traYel) a w 11 as the evenings, were 
spent in hearing and telling the ne vs. 1 1·om day to day, 
a ~tore of facts was thus collected, includinrr all the acci 
dents, robberi s, suicid , murders, and depredations · of 
the witch s for the past year. On the return of the pack
e to the r e t, all the neighborhood was on tiptoe, until 
they had heard the news rouaht by thi · annual mail. 

he more prominent families, on their return, usually, 
in-vited these traders to m et ten r a dozen neighbors 
over a cup of tea or cofiee, and tell the new . As the 
peopl of that day dearly lo\•ed these luxuries, btlt rarely 
eve indulged in a cup of them, except upon abbath 
morning, the e invitations were alway accepted; and, as 
the bottle also had its place upon the tabl ' ooouch occa
sion we1·e to both men and women, som·ces of the highest 
enjoym nt. 

We remem r, distinctly, a portion of a con\'ersation 
in which one of these alt pack r , uameu J ohu John ~on1 
took a prominent part. The new wa brouO"ht that Con
gres talk d of con tructing a tnmpik aero s the motm
tains. \s ·oon as the statement wa made, old John: 
unable to rc~trnin hi indignation, at ' UCh interference 
with we tern interc·ts, rose from the table a 1d denounced 
the hoi scheme a ruinous to the people of the 'Vest. 
"' hy neighbor.· 1 he exclaimed, ' you all know, that for 
many ycat· , with but one h 1' e, I found paeldnO' profita
abl . Th 'Y haYe been mal(na the road· bett r inc then: 
and now a 1nun can lead eight or t n horse . Thi has 
n.lr .ady op rat d o unfa orabJy, that a person with but 
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on · OJ' two lwr:'i . an ; 'at•c ly li\' l y thi. trnd . Bu if 
w allow thi~ turnpike to he mn.ue, a poor m.nu cannot 
li\ • at all. 'fh •·iclt will then bring O\' t' salt m d iron by 
th , wag- 11 lo, u, t nd w • :-;hall all be totally t·uin cl!, 

But th mo;-;t imt orta it m of il t lli(J'c~nc • tl1at had 
e\' · h ·en ubtainc•d hy the pack r. , wn. the new· of Billy 
11' 'o lll H · battlu' ·it.h th wit ·h ..; . The ,.·citem nt and 
r~j i 'ltW it prol1uc d, when fit· ·t told, ·md how it estab
lish ~d th f('pnt. tion of Ol<lllilly, as a \Vitch Do tor. hav 
b .1 nlr ·n.dy n:lntcu. Th pn.cl nr · h 1 not the 1 ast 
inl rc:t, p !r ·onally, in lauding lliHy. But as hey ·all d 

ft·cclu ·ntly n l i::s nhin, and had frc a . · to hi bo tic, 
th y ould more fully n.ppr ia c the impol'tan e of his 
· r\'i ,c,. to the pcopl •. It wa on thi account) that they 
Cit houud to publi.·h abroad his fi me, that hi· opportuni-
ti ', r doiJ g 0' od might he in 1' a ed, and his ability 
nothinrr l ·::; n c to 1- p his whh:k y barr 1 well replen
i:hcd. Th ir ac Otlllt of niUy'. \ i tory wa. a {()ll \Y~: 

A w ·nH.hy m. n fJ'Om • rmany, had cr ct d fin mill, 
a. t of th nrountains upon , ;tr am allordinrr ample 

wnt r power. · th mill could be rnn eon ·tantly, hi· 
hope~ of mon ) makinO' were ,. r)r fiatt ring. llut 1 i · 
pro.·pcct~ for dom tic happin ~ · , wel'e not ·o encouraging. 
Hi. ·wife, fot· ome tim aft r thcit· mnrria.!{ ·, had been 
mild and gr bl . ut for scY ral years b fore lem·ing 

rmal})', he had be 01 irrit ble and qu mlou . 11 r 
conduct at tim ·, wa · wholly ine.·pH able and her hu·

band, hopinO' a change of limate might produ e fm·ornblc 
rr 1lts, I' m ,- d with h t• t Am rica. 

, 'h rtly aft r th mill was fini hed, arra.nrrenH•n s were 
made for runninO" it day and 1 ight. llut many•month· 
had not claps d, wh n it h rune o infe tC'.d with at.:, at 
night, a· .· c diuo·ly to nunoy the t rH.lCI' of the mi 1. 
Tl e numb · of . 11 cat increa d niO'ht aft t' night, and 
thch· fi rc nc ·s . oon In w no bound . priu(J'ina upon 
th mill 1' with tooth and nail, th y made .. d work 'rith 
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his clothes and I in1 attd he thought him. elf fortunate to 
escape without the loss of his eyes. After one sucb en
counter, no increase of 'vages could induce a man to con
tinue another night in tbe mill. 1\lau after man Wa.EI 

employed, but imilar rc ul followed, until ::til night-work 
wa abandoned, and half the profits of the mil1 lost to its 
owner. But the eYil did not top here. The bags of 
grain, left by cu tamers over night in the mill, were found 
next mot'ning, CI'atched to tatters and the contents trcwed 
over the floor. On this account all patronage 'vas soon 
'vithdra' n from the mill, and it owner found his property 
rendered worthlc . The news of the haunted mill, oon 
preading abroad, b came a topic of general con,,.cr ation 

throughout the countl·y. 
It wa at tlus crisis in the affair of the mill, that Billy 

r !'Connell landed upon our ·bore . Learn.ing that the 
witches had been .:bot, burnt, or bani hed, throughout 
J. 1ew England, and that no '"·ork was left for him to do in 
that quarte1·, he et out for the backwoods, whither he sup
po ed tho e escapin(l' execution had fled for safety. It was 
·with fec1in&s of delight, therefore, during hi, .. econd day1a 

journey, that he bea~d of the haunted mi11. 1'"o time was 
lo t by Billy in reaching the resid nee of it owne1·, when 
he offered hims If as miller, and n-a accepted. The 

wner, uppo ina the trnngcr n-a ignorant that witches 
infested the mill, and hoping the cat~ might not again 
appear, mer ly hinted that he might find it trouble orne 
during the night. But Billy a sured him that he need 
have no unea ine s, a" he coul{l meet whatever difficulties 
might occur. 

The own r, after bringing in a supply of ~ain and aid
ing in adju tina the machinet')', I ft our hero, near dark, in 
full pos .B-ion of the mill. Dilly then proceed d to pre· 
pat•e him elf for the anticipat d conflict. Fix-st of all, he 
filled the hoppers with grain, ~o thnt the grinding could 
pt·ogress until moa·ni.ng. He then drew a ch·cle on the 
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noor, ten feet in diamctct·, in the centre of .. dtich he ct·cctc-d 
a ~cat two feet in hight. By a ),no\\ lccl~c of principle.~ 
tltat will he explained by ami hy, he next cast a charm 

upon the whole :-:pncc within the cil·clc, of such power, 
. that uo dcmCJn, or wit :h, in whatC\ ct· di,g-ui:<e, could, hy 

any po,.,iiJility, pcnrtralc through it, to inllict the ::li~htc:<t 
injury upon him. Thi~ charm he extended upward, f•·om 
the line of the circle on the floor, in a conical form, to the 
hight of eight fc<'t The \"Crlex of thi~ cone was central 
abo,·c the :-cat, and well planuecl to protect hi~ whole pcr
,.on. His ::word, which he had J,ept concealed 11cncath 

tho ,.kids of hi:; coat, he now drew out, and applying to it, 
aJ,.o, a charm, to gh·o it double cflicicncy, replaced it n~ain 

in itl'! Rcahbmd. 'l'hus armed and forti.ftcd, our Witch 
Doctor "eated himself' in the charmed cone, with all the 
confidence of an c"Xpcricnced general, and calmly awaitc1l 
the approach of the enemy. 

)fidnight wa. ... ncar at hand, when our hero took hi::o 
po::oition. 'J'hi:: wa:< the hour when the conflict mu:<t beg-in, 
and his attcuthc car soon detected a noit-~c out::ide of the 

building, like the pattering of falling min. A moment 
afterward a larg-C' cat, acting as a leader, ,,·ith n loud 
:-zcrcnm, ::prang through an open window. It was followed, 
in quick snccc;.,..ion, through Ymiou::o windom•, hy many 
other><, each ,:qunlliu~ nt the top of it:< ,.otcc, until the utili 
became crowded with scores of cats, of all color::, shape,· 

anu ::lizes. The army, tiiU!:' coll<'ctcd, JHtll:<Cd a moment, 
until organized, hy it~ leader, into dh i:<ions around the 
circle. 'filll!'l mraycd for battle, the cat::-1 began to ><quail, 
!'Cream, and yc11, in t<o li·iuhtful a manner, a!' to haYe 
appalled any othct· than Dilly ill'Colllwll. Finding him 
calm, undi;:;mayed, and manifc,.ting- no ,.i~ns of fcm, they 

ru:-~hcd forward, to ~;pring upon l1illl, with all the ferocity 
ol' enraged tiger:~. But in this fierce ou::1ct they only met 
the charmed cone, and fell pro::otratc on the floor. Foiled 

in the fit·st attempt to grapple with our hero, they retreated 
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to the •t U.: nr u th n ren wed the a sault. Dra\\'ini'J' 
nem·er th mag-ic circl , before 11aking their ·ecoud .·p1·i 1 .'', 

so a. to lig 1t upon B'Hy head, th y truck the con<· h'"lJ ·t· 

up it. ~ opinO' side. But in teau of faHing h a Y rtiral 
lin , on touchinP" it surfac , th •y lipp d bncl·ward down 
it Jope, rl\., boy i 1 winter lid'nO' do\\'11 a h'll. Again 
they retreate , renew d he as ault, nnd aO'n.in w re foil d. 
Q,·er and oYer, the ctfo1·t \Va repeated, with the same eli. -
astrou re ·ult . Th ureat r their exertion to pen trate 
our h ro' fortr . , the >c tro lO'Cl' \'as the rep lling influence 
it e ·ertcu upon them. Enraged pa t endurance, and 
noticing the op n hatchway directly aboYe the cone. the 
,·hole fore nimbly 1 ap d into the 1pper ]oft. \ 'ithout 

waitina t calc 1late con equence , th y pitched them clYe., 
pell-mell down at hi head, with the fell determination to 
malw all t!J. fie h upon his bone repay them for their 
ignominiou. defeat . Dt t th charm d cone render d our 
hero in ntlnerablc. As each cat touched it v rtex, · n tead 
of m·appling with 13ill ·, and 'Teal·in,.., it demoniac Yen
gcancc upon hi u yotcu head with the wiftness of an 
arrm,-, it de C{'nded to the floor, to the no mall d triment 
f it~ 110-e a11d t cth. 

Tl i. achieYemcnt of Billy i\I'Connell s in producin<T a 
magic circle of. uch perfection and power, a to re i:;;t the 
comhit rd attack ( r hundr d: of witche ' has no parallel 
in hi tm·. ·. Tl 1 a· t approximation o it, that i:s known, 
ha:;, of latt', h n witn ~. ·u in th . perime 1t of th 
un 'o1·tuuat • [C' "11H'Iist. ~ r>!:.'\('J'R, and hi ind a iO'able 
pupil . Bnt it "·il1 he ~<'l'll t] 1. it is onl ·.. ligh npproxi
ma i n, m d tlwt 'n 1 i ·, ~ :S i 1 al oth r matt r: of .-cience, 
.Uil : . . far ,,ur a.":-'<'cl :u y m dern imaO'inatiYe philo. oph r, 
a the Allecr HlllY mountain. o\·ertop Che tnu ridge and 
Laurel hill. 

Jn imi :-t im of lliHy l\I'Com el , ~ P .1'C'ER, also, ha hi 
ma~c lin ~ and circle . After placinu hi ubj ct in the 
:\fe. mcric lccp, by n. motion of hi. hand, he forms his 
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drc:lr. upon the floor. I le then states to the audience, that 
llf' 1-hall orclt•t• the subjt~ct to jump within that eirc!l', but 
nt the -<ame time !'hall will him not to I'Ct a foot in:<itlc its 
lmuml::~. This nnuounccmcnt of what is to be the result, 
i~ nut lu•:ml hy his .-ubjcct, anti •·xc·rts no influence upon 

hi~ -.nh,;cquent :tet.;; lwcause l")rExc·r.lt as::urc;; his auditot·~ 
that l1c wills ltilll uolln hear it, and that, th"r~(ore, it is im
possible fot· him to know the secret designs of the opcmtor. 

'l'ltis mode of antwuncing audibZIJ "hat i:~ to be accom
plislwd, is n Ya,..t impro\·cmcnt upon thC' old systrm of 
.~ilc111ly \\'illin~ a subjc>ct to do an net, a~ it enahll's an 

autlic>nee to nndt·r:;tnntl tlistinetly what i:; to be tlonc; antl, 
as the ,..uhjC'ct cannot hcar the tmum'ltCWif'lll to the audi
cnrc, but can hl'llt' thr rmlcr to himsrlf, thct•c is no dt•ct•p
tion in the mattct·. Tts cltief ad\·anta~C' o\·cr the old plan 
is, that much fc\\ cr t:'li llll'cs occur in this ,;yst('lll of OJH't'::t· 
tin;;, and tbe patrons of the science now f<•cl more conli
dcncc in its auth. 

To ~iYc grC'atcr certainty to the experiment, and afl(ml 
~ullicicnt eYidcncl' that no tl'espa~s i>~ made npon the eire!!', 

a hat is 8Ct within it to mal'k the ~pot. Thc~1· annn~c· 
mc•uts hcin!{ compll'IC'd, the ::mhject is ordered to jump 
upon the ltat. But, strange to ~:ay, in numct·ous trial:<, just 
a,; lte i.- apparC'ntly li!!'hting down upon the hat, rf'pclluiiJ!f 
t!Jr lllll![ic circle, his li•c t fly apat·t nnd U<':<ccnd to the floor, 
on the out;;idc of' the cit·el<•, lea\ ing the hat unharmt'd. 
Antl, \\·hat is still mot'C' l'tran~c, the ~<nhject';; feet ah\ a) :1 

tlm;:; separate, and arc ncYct· both l'cpcllc'cl in one dit·ectiou. 
This is lortnnntc; hc>cau,.,e, if th<' magic: in flue nee <lid not 

repel the teet in ditli•rc>nt dir<'ctions, ,..u as to act as props 
to the body in it-< dc•,;cc•nt, thc subject mu:<t Jo:<c his balance 
and f.'lll "prnwling upon the magic c·irciC', to the g-r!'at 

d:unn;c of the hat, and th<' immin<'nt dan~;er of being 
ltimsf'lf "blo\\'11 sky hi:{h, by i:ts I'<'P<'Iling power. 

On<'<' in a whil<', wt• Ita\ c been told, a subject, not pl·op
cl'ly int<'rcstccl in th<' p<'rformanc<', after failing to light 
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upon the hat in his first eflorts, wiU giYc a mi chic,·ous 
wink at tl1e audience, and, making another leap, com • 
down, with botb feet, plumb upon the hat, and crush it to 
the floor. \Vhen such things happen, the l\Iesmerist runs 
to his subject, and hastily nu\.kes a few passe at his l1eacl, 
exclaiming-" I ne\"er seen such a feU ow; he is so hm·d to 
1.-:cep unde1· the influence; but, ladie and gentlemen, it 
must be anticipated that such catastropl1e will happen in 
these phenomenon! , 

In the experiments ·with the ma~ line, the subjects, 
ometimes, arc started in a race, and m·dered to run a. 

given distance, in a line or circle, at the arne time the 
operator u:ills them to jump as high as they can on crossing 
the line. The announcement and ordm· are made, as in 
the experiment upon the circle, and the results are similar1 

each fello'v making a high leap as he crosses the line. 
Again, the subject are ordered to jump or step aero s the 
line, the operator u·illing that they hall not do so. In 
the c ca e , like the cat with Dilly :J)!'Conuell' charmecl 
cone, u the more the ubjects try, tl c m01·e they can't do 
it!, In each tcp or jump they fall hort of the line, a 
repelling influence often driYing them backward, \\'hen the 
ot'<.linary law· of p1·opul·ion aud graYitatiou, left unchecked, 
wou1d land them beyond the line. 

Now, these experiments, it must be admitted, are very 
wonderful, and ~how, unmi~tal-ably, the prog1·ess making 
jn he ImaginatiYe Science . ~till, ho"TeYer, we musl 
claim that they fall far hort of being a marYelous as 
those of Dilly 1 !'Connell. But, le~ t .8:0me one should 
iu~;i t that they equnl those pcrf01·med by BiHy, we shall 
forthwith proc d t > finish our narrath·e of the haunted 
mill, and how what he could do in an emergency. And 
if any .Mesmerist hall hereafter excel tllis last feat of our 
hero, we will yield him the palm, and admit that we are 
"behind the times." 
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"'llc:n tile rat!; had di .. <'n~n~c<l thcm~ch·cs from the 
cntau~lt•<l l11•np into which tllC'y wne thro\\·n hr theh· 
dc~t::l'lll from thc lof't. and had rccoYcrcd t'rom the shock 
n•c• he l in the fHII, tltc~ made a illon· f'tu·iou~ attack than 
erc·t· upon !:illy. Thc lend<·•·, thi~ tinw, taking a loftier 
leap tluu1 it,; JiJIIOI\ t'l':'. rcacl1l'd till• t'Olll' much abO\ c any 
of th<'lll. ,\sit wa:: immcdintdy n•p('llc<l bacbnml, IH'forc 
reach in~ tlw flom· it eamc into conlnll 11 ith the othc1· l'at:-, 
which had abo hceu thrown do11n the cone, nud "l'i'C 

tt'.!aiu pil<·<l in a !11•;,p nt its ha:,;c. ~'•·cin~ tiH· \\itch 

llortor tlr:m hi:< ~11 or<l, and he in~ unable• to fon·t• itsrlf 
hac!-ward tiii'Oio~h ''"'pile or cat;;, to ;.::clout ot' hi:< •·each, 
it lwcnlll<' gTc·atly :darmed. Bill.'·, noticin~ it" condition, 

by :\11 l'flitl't of hi.~ ll'i// op<'ll!'d the cl~rtrJil<'<J COlli' :-0 far, 
that itt the :'lru~gll' to c"capt·, it~ ri~ltt lill'l· paw \1 a-c :hrmt 

thmw;h the IIHl:.""k· cit·cl<", upon the lionr, in f.-mil ot' llill~. 
Thu:-; iuclmkd \\it Lin the circle the •ut tmn .. r·t·ho:<ing c!mrm 
was in,;tantly cli>':<ohc<l , the pu11 of the· l'Ut lwcamr a 

human hand, and Pill,\' with one stmk<· or hj,; \\!'Upon, 
cut it oil', ami, snakhing it up, thru:<t it into his poc·l-t·t. 

Our ll<':·o':-:: a,;~aila 1:~ no\\' <'<"I up :<u<'h n cn.t<·l'\\'aulin~ as 
thr \\orld had nc\ <'I' hcfon• hctml; anti, IH'in !!; unai.Jic to g lut 

their rn~1' upon him. comnwncc<l a g-c·twl·al fight Hmong 

thcm:;eh·<·:<. II" nm1· tlei<•J'tHinc· I to a('t upon thC' ollrus· 
in', and, rcudrrin.r his magic cone niO\ ablr, so as to 

e ncircle him CI'C'I'Y" lrne, as the· .-hndo\\ accompnni<·:< the 
hotly. he tzpran; from I it< ~cat U1ul ru::;hc· I into their mitl:<t, 
··utti~1g m11l thru:;tin~ \\'ith a.; much n~ility as if he had 
Lccn ,,·il'l<lin~ a ~oocl ::;ltillalnh at nn Irish fait·. l"nfi•t·tu

uat<'ly, tht• mill \\'as dC".-titnll' of' lamp o;· t·antllc•, nncl the 
moon ,.;honC" but di:uly in at the· '' indowz:. llilly't~ hlo\\'S, 

therefore·, \\'t·rc made <It rnndllln, o!lwr\\ i~<· th<": mu:::t ha,·c 
been· fatal to lllllllhc••·, of his liwt~. Th<" cal-', to l'"C:lJll' the 
s11·onl of' Bill:·, 11011 lcal•<"d tl11·ou;rh tiiP \l'iiHiow,., all(l 
-campnt•d oil' in cou"'tema:ion f'rotn the mill. l!nt till' l:.:;t 
one hobhlcd tanhly from n tlarJ, cornc1·, and on rcachin:; a 

1 
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""imlow :1ml attemptin u to ~ crnmblc tha·ough, recei\·cd a 
ut fror Billy ·word, that se ·er d one of its hind paWM 

from i . body. The pn.w ha ·ing come into contact wi h 
·:1 c m•·med ~word, in ·tantly bee. me a lmman foot, and 
out· hero . cizf'd thi. trophy, al o and depo ited it in his 

po l·et, \ ·ith tltc 1 and. 
]J" Jy now felt ·omewhat fatiguc>d and excited from hi 

e~ rtions and succe!'l:s, and, r uming hi- seat, he re
adju t d at·ounl him his charm cl cone. But he had 
scarcely completed this pt·ecautionary meas 1rc, wh n the 
mill door wa dn. hed op n, and \\"ith a te11'ific 1·oar, in 
strode hi 'atanic i\Iaj •sty him.·elf. In their extremit)•, 
he witche-, according to the right ~ ~ecur d in their con

tract, had · mmoned their ~faster to their aid. The eye 
of our two he1·oe ~ met, each lool·ing defiance at th other. 
His )J njesty )JCld in his rio·bt hand c: a-iant p ar the pole 
end of which, af eJ' a mom nf ~ pau e, he ~ rucl· upon the 
mill floor rith uch fore as to hake the whole edifice. 
His clo\·en foot was et forward, ll'O 1 inently, toward tl e 

octor. li · eye "'learned like flame of fire, and l'IUl-

phurous smok rolled in Yolum - fi'Om hi no tril.-. In 
tone of thund r h dem~ nded why Billy had Qo il -treated 
hi~ lic"e suhje t , antl rai ed his p ar in a threatenina 
attitude. 

•ecnre within his caf"tle. h 'Yi ch Doctor deigned no 
t·eply, but bi lool o tl u:tncc wa · chan(J' d to one of deri
sion. And, in n.ccordance witl thnt refine ne Jl of 1nanner 
and that (lignity of chnr~ cter w1Jic1J :'=i nrze I 1- philo o
phical ~chool. p 1tting lhe thumh of hiA right hand to his 
nose, and that f hi~ 1 ft to th little fina r of the riaht, 
and Jeyating aU hi Ling r · in n row. lili:e paling in a 
fi nee, he ('omm need \i f>'glinO' them J'apidly from side to 
side, and :-lowly d ·awled out- '• \on can come it oYer 
me ld lJoy!' 

1\Iaddened at thi aro insult, he Prince of darkne s 
launch d his p ~l.l', wi h all his str 1 ath, a Billy's bt·cast. 
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J:ut it glaucNI off tlu· ma~ic cone, as if it had been n \\'all 
of' aclnmaut, and wns hrokcn iuto Ji·a!;tllcnt~. Furious 
with disappointuwnt, he now nt,-hetl forward to scizc Billy 
with his haud:.:. But the moment he came into contacL 
with the "urfac<' of the charmed cmw, he l'ecled backward 

:mel f<'ll upon tlu• floor, Ul' if stntck down b) the shock of 
th<' mo:;t powc:rl'ul Yoltaic battery. Bewildered nnd 
alltazcd at stlch au unprecedented defeat, he t•ested a mo
ment on his haunches, as he nttcmptc·d to rise -inYolun
tarily scratching hi,; head, as if puzzled hcyond mcasuru
aud, n1r scn•ral minutes, Jook<'tl inquiringly arounJ him. 

\oticin~ that the gmin in the hoppt"rs was ::<inking low, and 
must :.:oon be ground out, he helien:d lwfo•·e this should 

occur, Billy must IC'ave his place of' pi'Otection. To hnstc•n 
this event, he made a signal to the cats, which were ~till 
tarrying outside, awaitin~ the re .. .:ult of' tla<' contest within 
tlw mill. In~tantly they :-prang- upon the> water-wheel, to 
inct·c·a,;e its :<JlC('(I, hy n<hling t'tcir weight to the force of 
till' \\'ater: n.ml, hy l<'apin~ from lmclwt to bucJ.;et, lil;c 
COil\ icts st<'ppin!.:' ou n trt'ad-mtll, tlac \'Ciocity was iu
ct·cmwd and the gl'inrling ha,;tcucd. 

A::- it now lacl.t·cl hut an hon1· or day-break, little tim<' 
"as to be ln~t, a;.o, hy no po;;sihility, could any of Dilly\; 
assailants delay, fot· a mom<'nt, afret· the Jir.~l cock-crou:iu;. 
'l'he cl!<oct of tlw t'ats upon thc water-wheel was soon 
appm·cnt, iu the gt·cat~:r rapidity of' the t·eyolutions of the 

mill-stones, ttnd the incrca1<et.l ,;peed with whieh the gl'in<l
iug prog-ress<'d. His 1\l;~jc~ty, with n diabolical smilr, 
now looked altcrnatr·ly u.t the hoppt'rs ancl at Dilly, con
cci,·ing thnt in fif'l<•t•n minntcs, at mo!'t, thcy must be 
empty, and he comJwllccl to lea\·e lais pl:wc of security. or 
tla<' mnchin£'r)' of thc mill, runnin:: without !!rain, be 

ll<'<H'ly ruined. A>< the minutes pass<'<i rapidly away, and 
th<' gt·ain wa!'l fast disnppeal'ing, Old ~iek hegan to laugh 
outright at the cNtainty he felt oJ' soou wreaking hilt 

vcu:::.cance npou llilly. 
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Onr 1 ;o, how~ 'C'J', rat perfectly compo:;ed, r tuming 

t'1 . mile·~ an·l l:tll<rh.: o hi· enemy with a look of p rfi ct 
co tt~mpt. If< i<·lt :c ur ~ in the po ·::;c ~ion f pow~r:_.:, 

mdmown to hi ., a· ail. nt, by wl ich he could rend J' 1 is 

dwr11Cd c· "lc agn.in mo ·able, and tim~ :::onft·l~· rrfill th 

hoppPr~, :·,at. ·o1·c, ins1nntl) di~per=--c 1i-: cncmie.~ . 
.' :.- the gTain ~Llll \: low I' and l we·, and the cat:::. 

abo:·r.J ll'lr ler a]l(l harder, their .J a~tm·. hPcoming more 
ard mol' ·xd C'cl, commC'Jt ·cd pacin~r backward and fot·

wa ·d hclw C'U tlw hopp 1':-\ "nd the man-ic one. now Jook
in~ at thrm 'tll'l then at Billy. BPcot 1i11g r )nfd nt, tha 
in a f •w minutr.~ more Ia \Yotlld b ahl • to w in..,. our 
hr.·o· · neck, aud ~ ' the c~ t:-: t ar him to piece~, h made 
t 1 walJ.: f the mill Yibratp with hi. "hout:-: of f' cmli~h 

delig-ht. The ..:oull'l of hi:-: 'oi c wn .... rc ... poudcd i6 h:· a Ctll 

choru:-: ftom the cat" on the" lwf'l, who wcr ntn animated 
'':ith tl1 ccrtaiu l10 e of ht<~iniug ampler Ycngc. 

Billy wa~ omrthinno of a Yf'ntriloqni-4 and onld imi

tn.t the \'oict'" of mauy animal· with pc~-fcction. lie, 
thc1·cfor~, "·atehccl l1L enemy clo:>cly and ·tt th next tnrn 
o his bacl· upon him, h(' Incw hi· ,·nice up in o the o·n.r
rct, in the el nl'. :brill tot s f the crtnt"iwr of a code. 
\Yit l a n 'l:O: 1 like }io-htnin ! 'nd :\ Cl'a:sh m· an cn.l'th
qua1\(', llcl 'looty, cat· :wei all, Yani ·h 'd fmm tl mill, 
and billy h:ul no fnrtl1C'1' tr t.blc till mornin 

I ayliu·h had l'HJ' • ly a )]1C~ r ~1, "'I n l c g uti man 
ownin·,. th mi I tP t iJ1 at th · do01·. nnd,-.: i1 g Li~ miller 
~afc, ~au cd him with a he: rty ~ood m rnin~. Billy po
lit ~ly l't' trnC'd h ~·alntati 11 a1 e ntinu ·l hi.;; work a~ 

if u thing 11ad happt'nccl. T 1 "t'nth'ntan "'' j( I.e wonhl 
attend tit mil and le Billy ..:] cp awl il , hut that he 

mu. t · tnm tu t 10 hou ·~ a1 u prrpr rc lJrp·•l· a:t, as his 
wife· Lad hcPn tr !·~1 ,..,icl i u the night and ·otlld n t I aYe 
h r he L In ·itiu._, the n iller h 'O!ll' in an 10ur h w nt 
hac!· to lti · d\\ r.llin~ ho·t ,c, to I l'cpnr , a· hc:,t h could, 
t. c pro. :sctl ca . 
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'hc·u Hill: weul to brf'al,t'a~t, tllfl •rcu11cr11nl1 tn!•1 l1im 
IIi.: wil"l' wa:::; !'IO ill Ire 11n1st i'iC'Ild fur a phy,.:icinu. I iliy 
replied, tlwt l~t• w~ :-::, him~cll', a phy:.:ici:.w, ami wo1.:ld l·c 
hnr 1,' to rr~udcr nny aid in hi~ powt!r'. C(•irw indtcd to 
look al the io=i<'k lnt y, wiH·n he eutcrc: tlu' room., he.· 
ciH'ck:-! lit"'l r· I np a-:3 1 ell n.~ a boilctl loh:tr.r·, ~ ml ~ltu 

. c·t'lllc·d dir:indiJ Pd 1o. peak to Uilly. II· iuquir·C'd whcLl1cr 

llwt·c \\'DJ' an) coiLlnct" · uf itc cx~rcmitic<il a compnH) in; 
the l1igh fcH'l' umlcr which she wa:;) iHd!(•t·ing, and 1 without 

waitiug fo1· a J•e>ply, pai-tsC'd to the fool of tile hcd 1 and ex
a 11in ,l I<JI' hin1sPlr. A:-: xpf't:tc , IIC Jo mtl ouc foot mi.~·.,·

inf!. Then, t•eltlt'nin~ l the hcml of th b t. 11'· pl'Opcsc~l 
[i ·eling hl't' puli-lc. whc·n r::llc str(';t ·hcd out hci· l~(t hn.ml. 
'Hiy tnl•llt I' Ire c> tlcl j ad; hctt r by cxamiuiu~ the dgl:l 

• r·m, and JH :-o:si .tg hi· hnurt quickly h ncnt!r the h,. 1 
lotht H, h fouml the luuul nbm lt"as missiug. Billy n·a 

now colltl'ntcrl, a~ b • hatl disco\·cr'c!l the Iemler of the 
~ l'IU.'f of ui~ n::~ailnnt;:;, autl, (llllting n chal'lll upon the 
mill, to pt·ot .ct it rurc,·cr her aft r, I c started ou his 
jou·ncy to the 'Vest. 
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]ll,•t•moq>hoslng p•m•·r, of lmu:l'inatilc Philosophers-p~rhaps equal tu 
"Jtch~s- marvelous <IOings ond Gisco,·crie:.- able to work miracles
cqu I 11oocx and A oron Lefo~c Phru-aoh -only work first miracl~ -th~ 
) oun~ l'll:~raoh .uul the rnolern :'>Iu,..,"- acquit th~mselns admirably
th"tr hcllc\ ol,•nce pre\ t•nli th" l"'rformliuce of th~ other miracles- r~a..,os 
wh1 til y c:mnot-con rqnrnc'" If tlwy would-thrir "~trnordinary 
J>hllanthroph) -1>r• frr to torc!:O the • cquisition of millions of rnou•·r rath~r 
th::au not h ·•I the fick.-;<.Iinr;> of lead, copper,sih'er, gold-ronld t.._. found 
by Clain·o) nnce as o·a~y ·•• wink -.\rduous labor a:~d sdf-drnlal of th•·so 
phil.onthropl.,t•- r••et il c it·•·• only to "'cure succes.~- their humcus..• sacri· 
ticr•- in1posslhlr for such bt•nevolence to permit th<' performanct• of u 
de;..tructlw miracle-a r•• flo cliou.-Our philosophers work th~ I\ew T,•,lu· 
oh•ntmlruri<-.s :tl.<>-"ou~•·rt wat••r into" inr -it intoxicat•·~ the hoy-th1 ir 
c~r<' not to pro111oltt lu,obrit•ty-no change of color in the" atcr l" rmitt.,d.
Rdagious coll\'f•r•ion• tilt' "l!'t•ct of :\i£·>mnism -evidcnc. <of it-r<"nlts o' 
COII\'I't!-IOII.-\Jan1~ f>rimury and JITC•cntcondition--comrnonnotiOIIS JITO\'t'd 
•·rro>h o11s- N <'W tlll'ory of con l't•rsions- importanc•• of this ,; bco••••ry
oh,.tori• < to surc·t·ss -l'fl<·rts of the llPW philosophy upon con•·• rts tn it. 
(In h·t•rsallty of tl1C! law of 'lt·smrric syrnpathy- follow,·r. c:onnot rise• oi.O\'O 

lo•a lrr--f•iluro· of progr<"' rt•forrn.cuused by this fact.- "'ie an .. ri<' •YII•Jl
I h) equnll} polo'nt in 1•olitic•-ca•es proyiug this- reanru-k~lol co.r- ·a 
pru!•lt•·c~·-colll't'lllion or lmn:rinatiw Philosophers to sclt Cl polihcal can~i
' ·'"' -c-ouly u "'in:: I,, obstuclt" to th~ir ::-clwntes of 1norat l"'"fortu-tlu 1r c l-ij!n 
of lifling th•· worl•l up within the shadow of heaven- this tho·)' c.n do i 

suon ... ~ th~1· cun th~111s..-lws gam that poiot- tnilnr<J thus far to n.at, !:•• 
th·•t h ~ nl!tnltl<'S an th"t dir.•ction.-R~grd at Billy )!'Connell's <('11111. 

TuERt.: i:< one feature we mu .. t not o\·edooJ,, 111 the 
opcmtions or our ImaginatiYe PhilosophCI'lS ; for in thi,
th(•y may, pcl'itap:-, excel Billy )!'Connell. \Ye retb· to 
thcit· mctamorpho,..ing power::;. This is an attainment to 
\\ hich, we think, he made no pretcn:;ions. But hoi\' m·ar 
they approach to an equality whit the witche,., in this 
rc:-pcct, \\C arc unable to determine. Xor is it important, 
~it I';<.' it is one in which Dilly's reputation is not inYoh cd. 
The) may, indcctl, l'qual or C\'en surpa:::; the witchc ... in 
th<' mctalllorpho,;ing art. \Ve belieYe they claim to ha,·e 
made g-t·catC'I' attainments in ~lesmeri'C science, than men 
of uny other age. They may, therefore, be expected to 
C'xr·cl f'\ t 11 the "itchr:> in their powers. \V ell, be it so. 
\\'<' bhall HoL attempt to tlept·ivc them of their honm·s. 
\\ c nrn on!:, intcrc:;tcd in pro\ ing that, in all the branches 
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four \Vitclt o tor'.· prof( ·.·ion, h taml. unriYalccl anrl 
, lon . I i~ :-:ole aim wn: tr> pl'C\' nt th wit ~he. from 
injuring th · p oplc- not o l'i ·a I th m in their dit boli nl 
(•nchantm ut~. llc la >Or J. arduous] · to oppm~o the 
llJn ·hina ion., of th E\·il On -not to cnlarrrc and t tain 
l1i. ]\ingc om. 'V!J tl r a muc can b aid for our 
philo~oph('J'il 1 we ~·hall not stop to inq lire. ' -IH.!ther th y 
·hall undertake to m tamorpho::c thcmseh·es, or oth I'~, 

into brut : or d 1 on.·, i. no cone rn of om·s. ~ut a th 
fa t i · adrni tte<.l, that th y and th · witcJ c~, po • c... thi:'{ 
pow r in common, it mu t go far to t·em Yc the donbt · ( f 
th skeptical, a· to the ,-eJ·itahlene:s of our hi:-tory of the 
ltaunt d mill, and th pow •·s thcr .·crt •d uy llilly. "'c 
th ref ore, tal~ crrent p1 a -urc, and (! 1 om·'" I ·hound, a. a 
truthful hi. t ri. n, to p1a ·e th s fact.· upo1 re ord. 

lu c•xcr ising the"' p w 1 .. , our pi ilosoph ·~ arc not 
on I · doing uu ny ma ·velo 1 • thincr j but fi ul them lvcs 
ct hlccl to xplab , on philo ophical prin ·ipl s, many 
occurr ucc ~ re or<l d in th 1<l and _ ... w 1'f' t m 1 ts, 
\'hich the c ·c>dulo .' bav be]i v 1 to be, alon , tlw rc ult 

of mirac tlou:s p wcr. 
ln tl c m·s of tb h e. ·p rimcnL, t11es philosO(llJCrs 

h~ ,. boldly a1 pJjcd heir newly discO\·er d principl s, first 
to one cla ·s and th n to another, of tb mira lc· of the 
13ibie, u1 til they ha •c n. c rtnined that the whole of them 
\'er ac ·ompli:sh d by l\~ • meri m. 
It i nsy to p rc ivc th important bearing of tlLi 

di~ro cry. ln xhibiting their po · rs, the gcnera11y 
. ] t the mira.cl - of lUos s, in th Exodu· f the I ra. 1-
't ii·om · gypt, s tb mo ·t .. ·trikiua and mn-enicnt. lt 
'·a b('li ycd by tho: wl o witne sed the ·e rniracl ~,and 
hy many other~, .;in c thnt tlay, tha.t tlte e su lim and 
awful judc"rn nts, w rc inflicted h.' the .Almighty, upon 
that crnilt. nation for i . in~; and that ttlCY were visited 
upon ·~g.' pt, the n ivhti ·t f all the nation.·, 1 ot onl · ior 
the deli rcry of his pcopl , hut" that i migh be kno\ ·n 
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tha Go 1 '·a:- the "ol' 1 in th . 1iclst of the at· h,· a1ul 

· tl ut his na1 mirrht b • lc Jar( c throu"'llOut all he 
wurll."' \\',. al.o hcliC'Ye!L that. thC'~c wonde1·s \\'CI'C 

1 rrf,H'Incd, n t lJ. · nuy ower in her ·nt in :Uo es, but by 
tl a~ •nc. · of l;od- ::\lo :' , nd .\nrou bring mpJo:cd 
n: ins trur 1 ·nt.:, ~ n l direc'<'d o ·tt·ct h forth thu rod a the 
f:ig nnl, to Ph:·moh, of the coming judgment, while the 
h. nd o · th Lord \\Tourrht th Jlnguc ~. 

But om· pbilosuph, ·~ hnxe Ji co\' reel that the~e opinion 
are n·m C'Ou.~. Tltcy haYl' ~'tiled the question, that t 1c 
tcrribl calamiti · cut pon E•rypt, \ · re not produ d 
thl'Oll"' 1

l n· ·i H ag 11 _-, 1Jllt by ~(c.:;:tn ri 'In -t at :\IQ<:(.'S 

perfo1·med them by mean~ th ~Ie 11 i inllu n 
e1nanat'nrr fmm hi: own JH'l.·ou. T tcy like' ·isc declare, 
that th ~ miracle'.~ may b r pented any day. by an able 
],[(':m :i-t; an· if he fails in 1ualing- -:\Io ·.·,it i:-: h cnu.sc 
1c is not ::;o ahl a _I sm ·i t a· h prophet of J;-; ·: cl, and 

not h ·c. ·: (' at . · more pol nt • 0'('1 y' ·a: mploy d in tl1e 

productic n o ' th pla~u of ···~-ypt. 

SiJ cc mt in•r th ~c di · ·o;· · &:i .:, our I 1ilo phc .· hm· 
pro~cc d to u •mon~trnt , hundr tl:- of time~ h< fo e ln:·gc 

as::.l'mhlic ·, their ability to p rform tl c mi•·aclcc: of • io 
And, uotwitll !amlin ~~ that 01. r haY dcnouncctl their 
n -toni hil g JH'rf'OJ'.tllancc:'l. as cffc ·ted b. · tricl· a1 J · Jlu
sion; yd th i1· int<:lli ,r nt 1 a ron~. wlw witnc~s tl eir 
doing , • re com·in d that no hiu•,. nt n hlind nnd :stupid 
pr judice an h g t t 1 I • st d g1·c of ...:hp it'Lm on the 
subj · . 

.As it mn t be con cdcd that miraculous po·Ycr,, such as 
los . xcrciscd, arc po . . ·e:-. C'd h: thL· ,,. ndc1 ful cia .., of 

men, it becom n. ma r of the m '1 int n.sc intcrc t, to 
det rminc llo\Y far thei1· abilities xt nd. The t1· 1c mode 
of s tlin~ tl1i:s q lC' tion, is lmst o , ~certain he character 
of th :ni r. ''l · · f Io~es .. nd the 1 th J' lation which the 

person hm to the proph , who sufreted under the 
m·ils inflicted. 
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\'da·n : Iu:-:e . .; and Aaron nppcn1·cd hrfol'c Pluu noh, tn 

d'·mtllld th c r<> lr>a:;:c or tlw I ~r:wlitr:--; a:: a t t'~t of tla i!· 
diYitw mi:-:.:im1l llw I' d of ,\nrou became' a ::"l'rprnt. ami 
.·wa1lo\\ cu up the rml~ uf the magicians. The haug-hty 
monnr'h rrfur;ing th i1· r~qnrL't, nt thr 1'11' tchiug l'm·1l1 f 
1l1c t·orl, the wt 1('1'.1 of I·J~ypt h came .)lood-ft·ogs ('0\ rrrd 
th \'• hol · ·ol ntt·y. nml at tlw prayct· of .. Io..:C'::, di<'d in a 
tiny.- The du:::t hccam • lice-flies fillNl th land - n. 
gri<•.,·o 1:1 :uurrairl dc:-:tl·oyr!d the callle -:;:ore buiL hl'ob:
ou1 tltHHI !I C' ma~idnn~ and the l>f'O]Jie- a !ctTiblc r;torm 
n lllllrlf·t· hail, aud !lrP~ :;mote both !Tlau ami hr•u.;t-

lolll-1 of lo ust:; nppNl!'l'd, n• d cat 11p H't')' .O'rrcu thit g

thi k dnrkur:-s •hn·lt thr .c days upon l~rJI'ypt- in an hour 
aJI the ll'~t-1101'11 of th 1:(1'yptin.1 ~ ui d- anrl Oll journey
iu~; from ,.:,•ypt , i\IoF=r; ~1l'C'tch lL uut ltis haml at thC' Hc•tl 
:-)( n, and itH ,\·atrr~ " ·r·r dh·idcd, allo\\ ing thP. lt:'ra ·Htt·s 
to pn:iol tht•oug·h (lry-~hod. 

Thc:c, wi1lr Fi l li lnr· ones. ru·rfurnlC'd rlurin!;' the lo:'t~· 

r('at'i-i "-nntlm·iW" in th' wiJdcr·ne:::;, eon .. titutcd tla' nJil'U
cJC::i (l •• In.: :. and iudml thr ra<·t' upon ,·;llicll w lnU!"t 

ronn L jud~ll!( nt nr th ~OUl'C of the JlOWC'J' !ltnt -,;· duct-•d 
1hcm. Jh11ldml wl ilc d ~titulr of 1hn Ji .. ht dill'u:--rd by 
our plrilo:;;ophct·s, \·;en, ccrJninJy, cxcnt-inl1lr fot· I ,-.Ji('Yiurr 
that .\!mighty po'' r1·, alnttr, could llnYC' pl'mlucrd tl•r!" 
womlcwful worl.:s. nut when we cnulr, :>1 till'! HHll'\"C'I0·\.8 

pf't'formll!H~c::; of our philosnph:Pt"j<o;, with tl1r. mil't\C'Ie;, or 
l\lo~c=-=, ,,·c of the midtllc of hP niurtr<·nth c ntJ.i',\"~ a.e 

no! to h, t lrra ctl i~ •·lin~in~ l the nld opini< u:-. \Yc 

might cxp. t~nte, lar~l 1). upon thci1· Flll < r~. iu imitating 
thr. mime lC'~ of egypt. nml their t!'inmph~ iu drmun~trat ing 
the errOl' of 1hn:.-·c who lwlic\·c them to bnn" lH'CI wrought 

Ly Di,·in · agcru·y; but we prr·f'N·to prr.,ent nn unntr
ni~hrd ilCt'( ttllt of 1hri1• prt'fOl'JHaTitCS 1 ::IS nlOI'C salisfactory 

ihan a l)' pa!H'")Tie of Olll':-'. 

'Ylw11 a11 thing:'! nrc rrndy, otn· nwdcm .Io~cs calls out 

n boy, m 1 a group hat he ha. ~Icsmcrizcd, \Yho is to 
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r pre:;ent Plmraoh and the Egyptian:. 'fh pwph(· 
~elects) for the t.rial of hi· skill, the first mirncle pet-formcti 
befm·e Pharaoh, and, aecOI·dinuly has at hand a bundle or 
sti ·1~. or common wall·iug eane., from whieh he choo · 
tl largc"lt, to rcpre...:cnt th rod of Aarou-the remaining 
one. au~werino- to tho:::oc of the maaician . 

ur prophet then turns to hi audience with all the 
dignity of Balaam, wh 1, h ro c forth upon his a~ , to 
eur·e l:3ra 1, and, holding out th l t·ge ·tiek, tl u · ad
dt·c.sse tJ1e boy: .. vVhnt do :ou ~c in my baud?' 

The young Pharaoh an '·eJ'~, •· .t. stick:' 
Throwing down the ·tick upon the floor, l\lo:;e~ an

n uuce ·, o that the auuic1 ce can hear, '' ;hen I count 
four it will turn into a erpent:' lie the1 procced:-o: 01 

llco, -runt:t~ R,' and, in imitation of .illy .A·tonneH 
wh ·n he ·bot the witche , the la ·t. number i · pronounced 
with great t pl a i., and a heaYy tamp of the foot. 

)lmraoh, looking at the stiek, b >eonws much a.o·ita.teu, 

\ hen ~lo e again a k , ''"That o yo ~ee now, my bo. ·: · 
Trcmhling with fright, the boy attempt to rt n, and 

ct·ie$, " .malte I a na.ke! ! a nake! ! ! ., But }lo~e:S u:ill .. · 
him to remain, and, holding up the smaller rod , demands 
'\ bat he now see ; to w 1ieh Pharaoh replies, "A bundle 
of ·tick~.'' 

'"7hen I count tl J'ee" l\Io-e o-ain proclaim", .c they 
'rill al. o turn into serpenb, ant! the big on will swallow 
up th little one·,, h. n, casting them down be~ide the 
l. t•O" one he countQ " n two, TURI~E.' 

Ao-aiu the young Phat·aoh fl·igh ened out of hi wit~ 

rcn ,\\" · hi att mpts at flight. ut the will f .i.\fo:es 
r tain him1 while he again demand of th' boy, ,, rhat 
do you now ec?" 

1) 1. t•aqh, eontinuin<r greatly ao-itated, c.·claim : '' Oh ! 
J • e a. whole elroY of nat· s! They'll bit me! Tl ey 'll 
hitn r ! ! Let me out! t me out!! Let m out! ! ! ' 
an1l da hes hither and thithm·, to e <:ape through the 
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wondering 'l'owLI, wbo now gc. pc with much nst< ni l•
rn 1 t, as l3alamu, dwn hi:3 a s ~poke with a man's ,·oicc. 

Aftt>i' a palhH', to alJow th excitement to · tb3id •, #\lO:l':i 

ao-ain i1 quit··., '' \ "hat arc they doing now?' 
T!.cy-th •y-tt. ·y--a·c fighting one arother,, stam

mer:; th boy, wl10 begins to grow more calm, a- the 
<bn•r •t•:-; lc ·:;en. 

" \ ' hat llO V ? " a~ain d manu )fosc:;. 

h ! - ha ! ha ! ! hn ! ! ! " shout young Pharaol in. 
th \'<'l'Y tone..; f Yo icc of the ancient hn•r of Eo-ypt "the 
bi•r one iR swallowinJ up the little on 

Tln1::~ uds thi truly marY lous ·ccue, from whicl• the 
a::. cmbly rclir • iu mcn:se1y wi ·cr· ha\·i11g b h ld the pcrr 

formanec of an h"'yptian miracle. 
In tlti. r •t11nrk· hlc cxh'bition of their tl'an fonnin~ 

)lO\\ er!", our philo.sophct·s at·c careful that their auc.licn '<! • 

..Itall not be 11u ulj alarmed. To tl1i cntl, the boy, onl: 
i: Jl<'rmitt ·tl to "' th tick chann-cd into serpents; \\'hilc 
to the !Y ~ of all thcr.~, th • sti J· • l'ernain :tiel· :-; :-:ti 11~ a~ 
motionlc·~ · and )~: rmlcss a b~fore bcin•r ·ul~j ct · to tho 
.l\Ic ·meric p w r. The pres 1'\·atiou of th ·iL· friend~ i~ 

onl · an ii 1itnt'on of the conduct of the ancient proph t, 
anu constitut s a part of the mit·acle. It wiH he r mC'm
hcr d that l\Io .. - :m11C.r d none of the plagu ;;, whicl 
afJcctcd prt· n o · pt·operty, injut·iou:l) to tou ·h on · of 
th • l...:ra li •s. ~-·o om· n od J'U proph t~, cquall. · lwurrht

ful, ru· Cal' ful to prot .ct their r ie HL·. It the) allowctl 
th • ·nak ~ to C' ·cape lUOll"' the a ·t01 i ·heel Cl'O\\'d, th' 

s n. nh-c lndic~, a· ,,. •H n. th imagiualci\'e o- utlcm 1 , 

mi•rht It\\'( th it· H'l"\"C'!'l sc\·cr ly . hock c.l. Ik:i c~ it i 
en ircly unn cc•:'::nt·y that ~ll ·b a haz.m·do•t · te"'t of th 
id •nti y of th£'~ mi ·adc · ·itit tho '( of .. \lOse~, :-;hould oc 
n.ttPmpt ·tl; as th xp ·t·im •ut:; \\ itlt the rod- · tlonl such 

a complet d ·u on · u·ation of th • pcl'lection with wl i h 

th fi1 .. t E(ryptian m'racle cau h imitat ·d, that non but 

bigot will clonbt the practicabilit) of performing them all. 
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Ind eel: the t.c. timouy i · o o\·cnYh I min~·, that we. om
~ch·cL· < I' • I' nd~· ttl am 1'01 that hey c. ll p donn all the 
wnndcl'. or I·.!!.n>f. a ... ·nti ·J:"l.cto!'ily a the one· dt:::"C:"ihl'U. 
Dut how Inn!! it wot lei tnl· • one of t h :--c philo:t ph r~-. 

a c t·ling ·o th ir u.·nu: IHOU(' of opcratil o-, by willimt and 
grinniurr: to dh·itle 1 hC' R tl ~' a. or to I·ill a fnll gTOWl 

hull-fi·o .. ·. '·l ·hall uot a.lt 11pt to inquire. 
But n · n;-k~, "1 \' do not yo •r modct·u prophet· pc'!l'-

form th oth I' 1 it·, ! · of :\lo~C': '?'' :--iu ·h a qu ~tion 

implir: o-n•at i "tlOI'anc both of th' fact:-' at con~ qucn
ces that · 011 c rc:mlt f1·om a c mplinn<:c. ThL we ~lml 
pro' c. 13 fon· WP pt· ct·('d ww ' 1·, we de:'il c all intcr
c ted in l1C' :nhjt· t to und ·r. tand, that 1w.·t to }illy 
l\1' 'onn •11 !" Wl' fi .·1 bot ud to defend the reputation of 
o r modm·n p ophd-. Their pow 'I'L' b ·in'T identical witl1 
tho:o::r. of th witche -. to detract from their reputation is to 
Le .:en tlt • \'Cll ratio 1 for wikhc~ and thu~ indil· ctly 1won•. 
that, aftr.r all iliHy was of \'C':l': litt e imp rtru c to the 
world. A~ain l nll .-uch P!fort.· th r •fore: we ..:hall arJ·a~,.. 

our 'rholc -trcngth. an l In nch forth our nnatb ma~ "·itli 
a,- ngcancc. 

'Vh~ t al'r. tbc fact. ? Our .L .o £': only profi·:-: to cqunl 
the ptophct of I.:TneL T 1 y ha' c not pled~cJ themsch-es 
to an c.·crtion of po\YCl'::! b yond thos of thl' Hebrew. 
All th dr ·adful plan-ue~ of :\Io:r. \\' I'C p rformC'd among 
the Egyptian and not amon~ th J~rm·litc:-'- amm ·~ hi:;. 

ncmie5 nnd not~ mong hi· ft·icnd . wa.· ttcrly ilnpos-
. ihlc for him to l1an-: ::::. "'nt plarrue., npon til Il br ·n-.-: but 
h' conll ,. r dt lm h · ~gyptiau-. "·ith ut difiiculty. 
11 '!I' , th n, i · a nice di~ inct ion, nn<.l 011 ' t h · t must uot 
he• on lookc:l. Om· prophet· cm1 no n ore injure t 1cir 
f.·if'!Hl. than conld the rop 1ct of' l13racl. To pro 'uc uch 
tJ·<·nu udo 1: fl' d:, h • it·. 1 ri ·m, a were ,-itnc~ ed in 

ru ·pt 1 q 1i .,.~ a T)O Ycr of mental oncentt·ation, a LX d-
• 1 d intC'u. 't~ or \\ill, which can only xcrted 

a_;;a:u .. au in\ etc. ate to<. !Ia,·i11g hearts tcemit g with 
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palri ti ·1 1. Olil' JH' phct-. I ,. lll ir cou1 -

lr~· :1! d it..; JH' ph·. Tl 'I' i:; no <.'11 ·m, iu Hll om· bul·ucr::: 

:u h a .:\1 ~(·:- hn<l to «'llcount•·r, upon ' hi ·h to •one n
tntt · tlwi · hatl'cd. It i · ., idcnl, h a· f~)l'(', tba cir ·um
:-~lnnl'P:, at pl·t· · ·nt ''ill not p •rmit tnP p 1 fot•mrmt of 

mor• t~mn thl' fia·~t l·.·r~pti.n m'raclt>-tmning the •·od 
into il . t•t·p ·nt. Tlu.· \'1 onut·r· IH1.· ht'l'll pcr1 I'll\ •d i.l'THill 

nt d a'rain. a: nlr ·acly :.: ·l'iLc•d, <.l.la ma. LP t't•pcat d 
i1. ll'kl a. "''· il·('tl, \ ith littl· iujury, :--a 't• till' rright (I. 0 tr 
JH[)d •t·n 11 araoh . 

.. ow, ~ houJd tl1e pNfol'lnn.uce of 1 ' fh~t mil'::tcl uot 
all'n:·d ::m1ph· ,., itlt•tll'f' o · an nbi it) 1o pc-rform tlll' ~·p,;t: 

!HI I£'L th · :-:h·ptknl hrin~ a l'ou·ioon l'l my n!.!:ain~t our 

ountr~, or ld · 111 • proud l oten • t : ttc11pl to :-wa: a 
roy:d ::-:et·ptr· o t·r· ur Inn 1 and tlu· nn·id \\ill ~oou ,cu 

wha ·au b ·don ! 
J nt ,.(, mtL t uu ,. refN l 1 tile '( ll. 't•qnt•ncr·. that mu;-;t 

l't'::.-1111. \ ., •• LIJC' \\'h( )p or tlH plage :-:, .·t•nl hy .lo:(·~· IIJlOI 

th' 1 ~yptia l~, ~ll ce:. l'u ly JU' th Ct"\, hy IJw. l' !Jl'Opl r L, 
withr11 th · limit· of' our couutl·~. .. ud ,,. • JH•ed only ~a\·, 
th: t it ". ull IJl' no ll':-:-; n ·alaruity, than l1u\ iug nil om· 
~tr ar 1 , lak ~', < !Hl ri\ PI':;. lum d in u bl1ot : :--t r·m · ·f 
hail antl lh · de:tr·n~·ing mall i.llld ('tt ·t; lo ·u~i ·on~lll iu(l' 
all ,.,,crptalim ; unin•r::.-nl dadnw~·s :-pre, dinu· ib pall on·t· 

tire land; ar J ~ ll the Iir ·t-horn, of the l1i!!h and 1h low 
U~ inu· it [U Jrolll'. 

_ Tnw, \\'bo co 1ld, fot· a mom nt, ::-:uppo ·c l11nt 111 n so 

phil. atht· pic Ul'll ,·uleut. and human(•, a:-: om· philo~o
phcr:"~, wmd,l t'll!.!i12: in a . r.r·i of acV that mu:-:t 1J"inrr 
su h dir ·alamitic·. upon our· ututlty, an pndli.cc ·udt 

·uffi ring, la.uen1 ation, and wo nuHlll'" t lu· )ll'(IJ,l · -and 
nil f r \\hat'? To ~·ati .. ty a few .·keptic:-. of t!a ·1· i bility. to 

p tfOI'm h 1 -to "ratilY a f•w biooof~. '·ho ar<' nl\\ ay 
found . tanclitl~ i 11 Ill' way or prorrrc:;._· illll I' ·I' '111 ; - m '11 

wb > lmw:h at Phrcuolo6y, 'Cofi at )lc .... m ri~m di:- .. Plt ' 
in Joe ith, ridicule I e ·· 'pir.itunl 1" a piu0 .:,. anu we 
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8Uppo.-c, vill ne.·t be snorting outright at t \'eritabl 

doing~ o nm: .. !'Connell! 
'V ha • ft·equ ntly llnded to he philanthropy of our 

Imaginath·e Philo. oph rs. • 'ome additional e\·idcmc must 
b aflot·de , to rend r it el'tain that their generosity equals 

i1ly l\l'Connrll' . From ,.,.} n.t 1as been said, it may be 
inicncd l1at the anger r om· philm;ophers cannot be so 
aron f\tl as to hrina upon thi country, the de tructi ·e 
plagt: of Eo·ypt, by anything hort of a for ign inva ion, 
or an · ttcm11t at tyrannical u~tu·pation, and the ~ub\rersion 
of the libertie of tit people. • atL·fy he worJd of th' 
truth, and it will afford great con ·alation to thou~ and of 
sensitiYe beings, and enable them to leep oundly, with
out the fear of d stt·uction o\·ertaking them in a night. 
All eYil ~ rebodjng ·, we think, "~iB be put to re t, and the 
case render d certain, that we haYe not oYere timated 
their c. ·traordin ry b ne,·olence, when '\Ve stat a act or 
two. 

On of 'rr ·R' · pupi s, orne year:s sit ce, uraed 
Geologi ·t to att nd his mas er' lecture and acquire 
a knowledge of the science of l\Ie me1·i m, in it ad....-anced 
staooe . bjcction b 'n(J' made and doubts expressed, 
to tl c reality of th effe t aid to be produc d the pupil 
a urcd him ther could he no mi take "·hatever on the 
subject; and h only urO' d it upon hi~ att ntion, a a man 
of ci nee, dP irou of dLcoy ring the hidden principle 
of natur . '· \Yl y" continued th pupil,'' you nl'e the yery 
man \Yho should acquire a lu10wledge of this cience. By 
mean~ of Clainnyance ·ou may di .. coY I' the fossil~, 

mincntl , ar d meta 1.- imbcdd d in the earth, and greatly 
facilitat your accumulation of an xten ive cabin t. ' 

{.' TIHHtl· you, sil·, for that · nformation.'' wa th repl). 
''If what yot ~tate be trn it will ati ~ry me, perfectly~ of 
t 1 llllpOI"t:tllCC of' l\1 meri 11! )"OU ha\·e llO\ • giv 11 me 
better ll'\~-.:- f the subject than I could e,· r obtain before. 

ot , yom· elf, have almost compassecl sea and laud, to 
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accumulat · 'vealth, · 1 u no,t with the best ucc , . our 
t aclJC•r, n.J~ , mu:t need money, o1· hr would not hm·c 
turnrd mount bnnk, .agcrly ntching up dime and quar
ter. , as admi . ion fc . to b'. pcrforrnnnce:s. If you and he 
have full coufidenc in lairvoyance, a a 1 t aus of di 4 

c v 1·inc-r hidden d po i of valuabl miucral·; why not 
· t ofl' at on c, o the lead and c pper r gion: of he ... • orth-
west, or .h gold district of th 'onth- a t, wh re min s 
nre oftrn eli coYrl'ed, which enrich a man in a. clny '( You 
nrc 'C'I'tninl) tl1 gr • te t dunce: lidna, if you do n t 

makf' thiH rn.cticnl application of Clnirvoyanc ." 
Hut the pupil soon ettled the matter to th entir ·atis-

f~ cti n of thf' Groloc-rist; as urinoo him that b naiu 
o4i ct was to relieY the di ·trc ·c , and nJi~rhtcn th 
wol'ld and no to mal·e mol ey; ancl that n:s .Animal 
.Magnrti ·m had hccome one of the mo:-;t potent agent · in 
he cure of di ·ease, it '·: ~ intinitcly more impo1·t. nt to 

int}h rt n l·n wl d~ • f it pt'iJ cipl s to mankintl, thau to 
accumulate million of goltll ! 

Take anothel' fact. A tnn· ling l\Ie meri. t, on bonrd 
boat fr m 't. Loui to Cincinnati, was uro-ino- th<' impor
tnnc of the .~ tudy of tb ci nee of which hr wn a 
Pro[! s. or. A li~ten l' by a few qL ~c: tion~. 1 d him to 
c. ·patintc mo t lcarnetlly upon the importance of lain·or
anc . • •·om hi own xp rim nt , the l\le m .1·i.t could 
tc. tify to its infallibility a a m an of di co\· riuo- au ·
thing, cith t· in he earth r ca. 1 he inquiry wa th n 
made, whether mineral mi,..ht be found by it nuency. 

n affi1·matiYC ~·u1.~w r wa r turn d. Again it wa a k<'d, 
if he had tc ted ·u powel' in tl1at re. cct. H .·aiel l~e 
was th n on hi 1·cturn fa·om tl1e lend r .O'ion of Gal na, 
·whithet· h ha.d tal n a rrood ClniJ·yoyant: and that. 011 

bcinc-r l d oYer th min ral land , in the lain·oy nt tate, 

h had poin cd out a number f t•icl J po~it of that 

metal. ' Did you ccur to yourself the benefit of your 
di co\· r·i s?" ontinued th inquirer. 
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·· Oh, no ! ., replied th JI .·mrl'i ~t, 'I h. u nu ime for 
that. I o(Jiy Yisitcd th place t lli ·co\· l' 1 in . for he 
l1eudlt of othct·:-~, uot for n y. ]f. 1 ·ociety i ·t.'t in a rud 

st. tc there. I h y ha\ c ll auc no nttainu cnt: in OUl' 

UC\ •J~· di COYCJ'C'd ~Cic:'llC ·~, and not bdll:! capable of 

appre 'intih~·· th Ynlu • (,f In:· :-en·icc:, th y u c1ineu 
cmp1oyiug me. \ ~ 1 1· ,. :-;et ont, not to ag~randize 

11 y::: 1 ·, bnt to hf'ndit mankit u. r did uot clwo.·e to remain 
to lif the mincml \\' di ·co\ red : but, lcnYil g all, am 
l' llll'nincr c; ;:tw. rd, to tea ·h th ·cic CP. 3111 h ·]the ick l n 

Th :-;e in ·idPn t: Ol' • liT d iLl th p1 ·~ n ce of th \ w iter, 
nnd nr(' . uh~tauti. I y tnw. • 'iucc: that ti11c. tl1e c ..:amc 
i1 uividuab, and I ir co-laborer~·, l1a,· z nlou:ly carl'ied 
out their phiinuthl' pic 'ntcntion : dP\'OLing tbcn. che 
anl utly. to irlp·u·ti .... in:tru • iou in tb ::cicnc <. ud to 
all Yiatit ~ hun an woe. • '·at·c ·l.r a town or city. in th 

'C uion, <:au he omH.l, o \\'hich theit· •· If-den ring labor:;; 
1 a e not been e t 'tH.l •d. Lii\P Billy :\r ' nnf'll. howe\er, 
th y ll< !· • a :--t.tall char(T fo · their .... 'lT. c :; uot that they 
care or mot C)" -uot nt all- but a few dim , paid for 
a lmiHaucc to the· r perfor 1. nc :>, ~ctTc to l'HIL t an audi
Cll ·c, an t 'e ·me att •n tion. • \ 1 en { ollar hiJJ, too, as a fc. 
f'rot 1 m n lw ·s of heir c]n,.. ·c~ fm· obtaining all the 

•cr s uf tlte ·it·nct•, i no object o th philo8opher, hut 
prt "t;ll"' with it limn ate::; th .·tu lent t'flHl: the ::U Ut'Ct 
Hwrc tho:·ouu·hly; ,·] ile the oath < f :ccrecy akcn by all, 

'11' : tl kno\\ I' I~ o tain d to t.h · I :--:- .;-;i n of the 
fl'i l U. f th )':t Ill, · ud J"ll'C\'Cll .; :kcptiC.' fi'Olll , \·ailin'~ 

th m.:eh·c f it· ath·an ag-es. .Attd he:.--idf•:.; all thi~; n 
fh·e, ten, t\·,·enty, il'ry, or a hundred lollars r ·c in~tl h.lf 
in ad,·an •, and 1ltc> I'(' n· ind I' wl 11 the c 1re i ~ co 1pl t(l, 
f;·on1 a po< ,. (]i tr ·:-:.· d sot1 of 1 manit_·. to he l'Cieas { 

n· I I ill. thn.t bl\' batHed a)] th pby. ician it creation, 

th··ililall': :a; 'l'~:, a: it )ll'oYc.s that th · pati ut ha faltb 
i 11 t IH· p •\\'Pt' l • the d cto1· --a p ·e-r 'qui::;itc, in these 
·as "1 ~~tltia to ·nccess! 
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'Ih te timoniah; whicl ur philo- ph rs cany \ ith them, 
al'c ·o abundant ancl ati. factory, tl1at their ~uccess, in 
their benevolent labor ~ , can haYe been nothing short o 
miraculous. ~raking into con icleration all the circum-
ta.nc , we chnJlenge tbc world to produce uch ey· dence 

of di intere ted b nevol uce. Look at one fact 1 They 
have deYot d tlJCmselYes to the promotion of human 
happiness, alone, gathm·ing up, during tb ir progre s, but 
a fi .w thou and each ; wltile, by theil' lm wledge of 
Clairvoyance, they could, with the a i:tance of some 
impres ·ible si ter, ju ·t as easy as crook their fint:>ers, ha\'e 
peeped into every chink of the earth, and put them elYe 
long since, in pos e sion of all the unappropriated mineral 
\vealth f the countl'y!! 

How ridicul u , unreasonable, and absurd, then, i it to 
RUppose, as some Ita ·e feared, that men, capable f 
maid 1g s uclt sacrifices for the cause of humanity, and so 
anxious tor lieve the sulTering, could be induced to bring 
the plagu of Egypt up n our land! 'le p ye soundly, 
thcr fore, all ye ne•·vou , imaginati •e ones, who have 
dreaded ~uch a calamity!! 

Hut we shall conclude this iln~estigati n with a singl 
rcil ction. "\Vhat caus bave ·we for gratitude, that it is 
onl) meu f such unbounded g n ro:sity, such pw·e philan
throphy, and uch unlimited bene\·olence, who po e s 
tl e c extraordinary powers! For ju t so certain, as that, 
l n y ar:i! ago, the e uperhuman gifts had been be towed 
upon any other cia s of men· jr st o ce1·tain, thls day, 
would all the mines of iron, lead, copper, ·ilYer, and gold, 
r om the tlantic to the Pacific, haye been monopolized by 
them, and tbe rest of m nkind made hewers of wood and 
drn\ •er of 1ater t a race of imperious nabobs!!! 

llut our philo,.,opherM are able t imitate the miracles of 
th Ne \. Testament, with as great ea e as they do those 
of the ]d. 'I his is true of the cure of di eases, as well as 
the perfol'mance of the other mh·acle . 

!1 
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Of th ir mode of healing the sick, we hall not a 
pre ent ·peak. In nearly every public .·hibition, the 
miracle of converting water into wine is performed. To 
1 ow the \ aried power they po es , the water is also 

con,·erted into brandy. But I t the cause of temperance 
should suffer, only a gla of wat r i ubjeeted to t~c 
action of their t ·ills. And lest t1 is ingle glass, ta ted by 
number of th audience, hould rcYive in any of them 
the appetite for strong drinks, none but the boy, who 
pm·sonatc the governor of the marriage fea ·t at Cana, i~ 
permitted to drink the wine. Its effect arc in tantaneous, 
an l he b come taggering drunk. The ' inc and brand 
arc thus praYed to be of more than ordinary pirit or they 
would not act so speedily upon hi sy tern. ' 

A farther precaution, in performina thi~ miracle, i also 
necessary, to auard against the lea t pos ible bad rcsulfs. 
It i well kno ,~n that even the siaht of such beYerage , 
often arouses the desire to drink them, and that, therefore 
\\ c are commanded- Look not thou upon the wine when 
it is red, wh n it giYcth its color in the cup: Till injlmc
tion i fully obeyed by our philo ophers, a their llilan
thmpy will not permit them to do auO'ht that will promote 
insobri ty. For thi reason, they are most careful not to 

allow the water, in chanaing into wine or brandy, to 
undergo any chano-e of color. It may --cern trange tb.at 
it hould be intoxicating while still retaining the tran pa
rency of water. It is true, nev rthclcs~ that not the 
slightest discoloration of the water occur ; and yet th 
audi nee are convinced that th miracl i perfectly 
imitated- the intoxication of the boy, praYing it to their 
entire ati faction. 

~ hould the 1\lc~ merist, from indispo itiou or inclination, 
ne d a little wine .or brandy- though that produced by 
him is mit'acnlously good-; t he nc ·cr touches it him elf; 
but, rather thm ct a dan()'erous example to hi £ iendq, 
waits until he retires to his hotel. ' ven the staggering 
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boy i 1 ot :"U ~ c to ri k, any farther than i ne e~-ary 
to prov the p rft ction of the miracle. At a \'Ol'll from 
th philo ophcr, he 1. rc to· •d to so berne s, and willed to 
lo all r lish fm in oxicafn.-r dr· k . 

ucl car fuln s to promot the public moral , w·eJy 
mu ·t x it h hiO'l t admirati n ! And now "e mu~t 
asl , why should not the· philanthropi t be nt into out· 
tree am o·r grr 1• t u ill the drunkard into so berne , 

and th r tail r t c a e their tra lc ? 'Voul I not thi be 
more efficient, in putting a stop to intemperance, th n all 
1 gal· nactm n , and the most persua h·e eloquence? 

hat ~ ubli would 't ot 11rescnt, to v· w an 
' Imagiun.tin~ l 1hilo ph r walkinrr ur str et·, and ntcring 

our ·u l shops, 01 hi rrand of m rey ! I d ' · 10 could 
~ay, the), had not " e n the 1 phant," after beholdinoo him 
proceed to qum·e him elf hcfore a lantl]ord or his Yictim, 

anl p 1'8CYer in hi zn'llinrr and g1·im.-grinning, until he 
"hould impa1·t to the one better mor·al", and o the other 
sober habit I! 

It mu t not b Sl ppo. cd, that we arc attem1 tina to atir-
ize r mrlesque our philo~oph Thi would be doing 

gr at inju ticc ind d. 're ar onlw· recordinu facts 1 

and mal ina uch uo-O'c tion a" t 1eir importance d ma td'. 
1t i · a fact, that on of the llltilo opher , alr ad · named, 
ha · Ja.bor d • rduou Jy ·n fi einrr hi f, llow-m n fron the 
de pot" m of ad habit . !\Ian · ur ,"\estern citie and 
doub 1 · tho~ of th Ea t, a.l o, can t tify to his ucce s
ful car r in thi ,·ark of loY . IIi fiort e.·tcndcd, ~e 
ar inio ·mcd, to wearing, drink:ng, mokin"", chewing 
tobacco, an l scoldinCT. 1 e ha · h could cu ·e by a 
sinf"lc frort of hi u:ill. Thm·e were others, ho" Ycr, 
which, for r a ~on w sh ll xp]ain aft r a while, he coultl 
11 t em· . or instance, he ne\·cr could remedy in any 

on , th di ·inclination t ay rinter ' bi)] . Th te .. timo
I ia. of h · · uccc ~ in incinnati arc so abundru t, that the 
city council arc in xcu abl for not a,·inoo employed him, 
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at a fixed salary, to dmrote his \vhole time to the promot"on 
of moral reform ! 

These Imaginative philosophers make another applica
tion of their newly discovered principles, to which we 
must refer, as it is one of primary importance. They 
have ascertained that religious conversions are only a 
natural and necessary result of l\Icsmerism. Having 
demonstrated that all the miracle of the Prophets, the 
Saviow·, and the Apostles, were performed by a knowledge 
of natu1·al laws, and not by supernatural powers; it is 
quite as easy for them to show, that othm· less striking 
events, in the progress of Christianity, are attributable 
to more rational causes than those to which they have 
been referred. They and their followers, can present an 
abundance of facts to sustain them in this view . . Denom· 
inational peculiarities a1e cited in its support. They haYe 
ascertained that it is l\Iesmeric sympathy which leads the 
~!ethodist, the Presbyterian, the Quaker, each, uncon
sci.ously, to adopt the characteristics of their leaders. The 
first becomes zealous, impulsive, active in urging hi old 
associates to give up their follies) and cannot resist the 
desh·e to give the most emphatic responses to pointed 
remarks from the speaker. The second at once begins to 
lengthen his visage, and look grave, dignified, and unyield
ing, as John Knox before l\1ary, Queeu of Scot . And 
nothing ·will suit the taste of the third, hut a rounded coat 
and broad brimmed hat, while a calm and serene counte
nance indicates the peace that dwells within his brea t. 

That very observable results, indicating the \vol'ldngs of 
a new ptinciple in the soul, do follow reli(Tious convcr-
ions, is tlndeniable. The profane cca .. e to curse, the 

blasphemer to revile his 1\Iaker, the thief to steal, and the 
devotee of pleasure to gratify his unlawful desh·es. If 
different results from these follow a profession of religion~ 
by common consent, it is pronounced not genuine. But 
all these changes, o-ur philosophers prove to be only the 
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t' ·ul of ~J meric sympathy. Thi · di ~co ·ery at once 
~ubv rts Yery p1·inciple up n which the prC\·alent ~y~tem 
of th ology are based, and deman(\::; their entire abandon
ment. 'fhi , ome m y think, i. a bold demand. ut our 
phil · ph l' at' bold m n, and haYe tak n bold ground, 
~ uch a:· i ~ r q u ired in thi ~ «e of pro are · . Let u look a 

moment at the nature of thi demand. 
According to the prevalent theology, th teaching of 

the llibl , in refi r nc to the primary and present con
diti n f our rae , ar as foUow : ~Ian, in his original 
·reatior1, had the principle of holines g nerat d in h's 
h art, hy the indwelling of the ivine 'pirit in hi~ oul. 
Tllis principle, in it· operation upon hi~ acnlti , O"R\ e to 

· l am uch p rity of moral cha acter a~ enabl d hh to 
c mmut c with D ity, and begot in him the capaci for 
endle · progre"'~ion in cnjoym 1 t. Eut aiming. t ad,· an ce
ment by forbidden means, he forfeited the f:uor of the 
II Iy · ne, and Lo ·t th principle of holincs.. .L Tot po.:~e ~ ~

incr in hi m ral natru· , any oa·c than in hi· phy ical 
~y ·tern, a e) f-. u~tainina and independent principl f 
e i~t nee, h n ces·al'il· lot the power of h lding com
munion with hcaY n, and ti I under the intlu nee of the 
E,·il ne who had educed him int di obedienc . nJer 
th ::;e circum ·tanc , the principle of holin ·. died out in 
hi h art, and the law of in '·n no- nd r d in its room. 
Thu was wrouoht a transformation of ... Ian'~ moral nature, 
which tended to an ndl . prooore ~ion in moral obliquity. 
1~hi · r y rsion of the l'iainal law· of Ilumani y, mu·t 
haY continued to ·w cp tL. whole race into an aby s of 
moral dcpnwity, darkne ·,and de~olation; but that DiYine 
Lo' e · nt th ·aviour, that all who hould accept Him, 
miO'ht aO'aiurcceh'c the i\'ine 'pit·it, nml hav r produced 
in th ir h a1't~, the lo ·t principl of holin ; and thu the 
d clinati n to ntlle:s '-retchedness b checked the po ·cr 
of cYil oYer the mind re·ti·ail d, its etlect obliterat d, 
ultimal r ·t ration to th ·tat o original rectitude 
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attained, the pru·don of theii· tran gre sion granted, and 
endless progt·e sion in enjoyment re-e tabli:hed on a 
basis · s immovable as tbe throne of the Eternal. 

The sy t m of our philosophers ag1·ces with that of the 
Bible in thi : that the majority of mankind are now 
destitute of an independent power of moral action, and, 
like the cloud driven before the wind, are liable to be led 
bith 1' and thither by surroundin<7 influences. But they 
say, that man was alway thus situated; while the Bible 
teaches that he has fa1len from a condition of moral 
rectitude, diPnity, and glory, little less than that of the 
angels of h a.ven. They ass rt, t 1at hi ele,ration to 
happines5, can be effected b) a change of circum tance.s, 
in which the eiTatic impul...:es hitherto iuflnencit1g him, 
hall be upersedcd by ~orne giant human mind, capable 

of enchaining and controlling his volitions; while the 
DiYine word affirms that be must be born again mor· 
c.tlly- that a new heart and riuht spirit mu t be given 
him -before he can free him elf from the power of the 
Evil One, and be rc:3tored to hi original rrt·andcu.r and 
glory in the scale of moral being. They make the immor
tal ou] an automaton, dancinrr, leapinu, or motionlc s, at 
the will of a superiot', and ah ·a.~ invoh-cd in whatever 
mazes of darknes may obscure the moral Yi ~ion of it 
leader; while the acred ·olume inYe ts the red emed man 
~ith an independence of o l. and a moral dignity of 

character, which l'lubj cts him, alone1 to the control of 
Divinity. And, finally they are able to how that aU the 
chana sob erva 1 iu the conduct of m n, aftet· conversion, 
ar the rc ult of Me meric sympathy· and not, a the 
Bible teacheL the effect of Divine intiucnce upon the heart 
and conscience. 

The theory of our philo opher , in relation to conYer
sion to Cbr" tianity, may be ·tated a follo·w : AU men 
pos es ! Ic me1·ic pow rs in a ~reater Ol' less degree. 
The J.\llesmeric influence which emaua.tes from the preacher, 
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p •n·ad s the urroundinu atmosphcr , and person of pe
culim· ncrvou · temperament b com . ubjected t its 
power. The n n·ou y~te s of p pl difl'er from ach 
oth 'r, and the same p rson is more impressible at oue time 
than at anoth r. :i\Iini t rs are not all pos~ · eel of equ~l 
l\I rneri po\ · r , nor i auy one alw ys equally charge 
'·ith thi tluitl. It foil \va, th r fm·e, that preach r will 
not be equally succe ·sfu] at all time ; and that hear r., 
who haY rem in d for years unmoved under the ministry 
of on m£ n, m y h conY rted by a ingle · rm n fr m 
<moth r preachm·, who i a mor pot n i\Iesmerist. lt 
mu t be noticed, farthel' as a di tinctive law of £ Ies
m ·i m that th will of the op rator controL that of his 
ubj ct, and that theft clinu and d ire of th latt r mu t 

be . trictly in accord~ nee ith tho e of th forme·. It i 
from th operaf on of this principle that <lenomi ational 
p culiaritie o xten ively p1· Yail, and that com·crts, 
n c ssa1·ily '"'cquir tbe m ntal and mora characteristic 
of th ir lead r . 

Th . c edingly important di co eriP having been 
made by om· philosophers, it wa a y fi r th m, on the 
prin iplc f Jl!i snu:ric . ymprtlhy, to xplain an the phe· 
n m na connecte l with ·he ·igin nt d I t·oo-t·e~s o ChJ'i -
tinnity. Th ir sy tem, as thu briefl • d 111 d, coinci lea, 
mo t r rn rkably, with th g u ral principle. of the Imagi
native 'cience , and h w 1 v ea y it must be to pet·
~made the worltl to c bandon the old theoloo-y and to em
brae the n Ind ed, th l' i hut a inule ob ·tacl , now 
. i ting, to pre,~ent th achi vern nt of this !!!'and re ult. 

'l'hi i tl e d.itficulty of pe1·suading p ople to b lie •e in 
th ir philo oph. . It is th stupidity of mankind ·n com
pt·eh ndino- the Im o-inatiYe ~ • i nee , and thei1· ob tinacy 
·u r fu in"' to rnhrace th rn, which constitute the ouly 
b tacl to the ucce of ur philo ·oph r . On this point 
,.c can peak with conficlen could cit many 

iustanc s ' h r per on , soou at\er nhrac·ng the magi· 



72 OLD r.tLLY \t'COl\:'iELL, 

natH·e philo:;oplty, have abandoned their old theological 
<lpinions, nncl zealously ach·ocated the new. In not a few 
of the.l<e cases, the most startling proofs of the truth of the 
IIC\\' ~''stem are afforded. If the lecturer discards the Bible, 
the c;tl\"ert soon treats it with contempt. If the teacher be 
profanr., the pupil soon learns to blaspheme. If the con
duct of the leader be immoral, that of the follower soon 
become~ ,·ile. But examples need not be multiplied. 

These discoveries, unquestionably, are the most import
ant of the age, and ha,·e a practical bearing, of no little 
weight, upon que~tion,; of human progress. They afford 
a philot.ophical solution, not only of the causes su;;;taining 
Cht·istianit.y, but of many mystet·ies connected with the 
political as well as the progres::~ moYements of the day. 
lf the liYing- energies which haYe upheld Christianity for 
more than eighteen hundt·ed years, be the ::\Iesmeric influ
ence emanating from a succession of indiYiduals, then it 
must be a general law, operating, not only in the church, 
but exerting an uncontrollable and unh·ersal sway in all 
other human associations, and all moYements among 
mankind. 

\Vith this key to the mysteries of human action, let us 
~;ee how easily we can unlock the ma.ssi,·e portals hitherto 
refusing to open and admit the light. And first, let us 
refe1· to the successh·e failures attending many effort.-; at 
reconstructing society upon progl'ess principles. There is 
a certain :standard of public morality essential to secure 
the succc~:> of eithet· society or goYernment. \\'hen the 
public morality, in ~ociety or go,·emment, rises to this 
standard, both are safe, but when it falls below that point, 
neithet· can fail of going to wreck. The causes producing 
such results nre obvious. The leaders impress their 
mental and moral characteristics upon their followers. 
The latter, therefore, can neYer rise to a higher or purer 
morality than tl1at practiced by the former. 'Vhen the 
first do not restrain their depra.Yed appetites and passions, 
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th l.t ·t cannot reftain from ueh gross immoralities as 
rn l:l diHturh the p ace and endana r the safety of the 
c .nun unity. 1 he couv r · nee : · rily act like their 
t .. ch 1' • ..ay, they oft n proceed f::u·ther. The leader 
may ch ri..:h improper de ·ire in his heart, or may secretly 
p ·actic t nJa ·fi act., and be adl'oit nough to conceal 
his [i elil g and his conduct fr m th knowl dge of the 
public; but all th worldng of his mind, aU the de ires 
of his heart, howcYer impm·e, are, by ~lcsnun·ic sympatlq;, 
fran ·ferr d to his followers. Controlled by ltis m ntal 
iJ 1pul ·c ·,they arc led, irre i tibly, to e.·ecute, in \'ery-day 
life, th predominant de i s that he ch t·i ·h in hi· oul 

or this rc on, when schemes of ·ocial reform and 
pron'l' ·s fail, the cans is not to b sought in th people 
wh unite in it, but in the 1 aders who roject the ntcr
pri · . In uch ca c the fail1r p1·ove, con lu ·i vely, 
eitll t' that nature, in denyinO' the a pira.t a :suflici nt 
de"'rc of i\lc ·meric po :ver to control th ir followers, neYer 
de.·irrnetl them ~ r leaucr ; or that th y, tl emselve , 
hav no ~urplus of moral pri ci l t ·pru·e, and cat -

not impart. to h ir adhcr nt th t d gr of moral 
charact r '•bich is cs ·ential to · ·tain ~ cial or political 

rganization . 
'l'bu , in applying the principle of the new di.:co ·cry 

to thi · itl erto iocomprehcn ·ibl ubject, haNe we let in 
the li"'ht of a meridian :un upon it, and made it plain to 
the mo ·t ordinary perception! And, ur ly, thi philo
s phical ..;olu i n of the cau s of failure in many prom
i.:ing ret rm movem ut : hould teach the l adcr a les on 
of mod sty in thei · pretcn ·ion , and iuc]ine th m to yield 
th ir places to men of mm·e p tent l\Iesm ric pow .r , or 
of oppo ite "en tim en ts and de ire ! 

But the ·e disco\•erie are o rich in th ir rc ·ul , and so 
varied are the applications that may be made of their 
prin · plc ~, t th a • ir ~ of men, that :\" mu t cone ntrate 
the light:) tl y afford upon nother ubject of great public 
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intere t. \r ry my terious results have often occurred ia 
the poJi ical world. efore the discovery of the potency 
of Jllesmcric sympalh.?J, in controlJing the minds of men, 
these re ult '•ere often '·holJy inexplicable. In years 
not lona hy·gone the wi est politicians of the country 
conferred toO'etber, to select a ucc or to the last of the 
reYolutionary sage who filled th Presidential chair 
The blest man of the nation was chosen as the candi 
elate, and few e\·en dreamed of defeat. Another citizen 
was announced for the place, by other politician . He 
po 'e sed Jess celebrity, far, a a statesman than the first, 
but wa of imp tuou di po ition and iron \Yill. Defeated in 
his first effort, it arou ed in him his lion-like re olution. 
The a11-contt·olling power of hi will reached the mind 
of thousands, who oo~ felt his nergies animating their 
oul . The e were leading pirits throughout the land. 

They, in turn, under the influence of hi Yolition , directed 
tbe'r mental powers to the control of the population 
around them. The public will bent before the torm, as 
the miO'hty fore t yieltl to the bla t of the terrific tornado. 

is lection wa carried in triumph. The cause of hi 
ucce ·s was then a profound my tery, but the mystery is 

now soh-ed. Hi 1\Ie meric powe exce ded tho e of his 
opponent, and he, th refore controlled the wills of a 
much greate1· proportion of his countrym n. trong in 
his attachments when his term e:xpir d he u:illed the 
nation to elect his dearc t friend as hi ~ucces or, and the 
nation obeyed. Age impairino- omew'11at his power;:), and 
a more pot nt mind t 1an his now taldnv the field, he 
could no lor !rel' u. tain hi fri nd , and th y sunk beneath 
the will of a uperior. But th u den death of thi latter 
great and goGll man, eft the nation one mor · under the 
way of the former, who oon placed another of his 

friend in •·u 1e oY r t.h people. oon after thi period 
death t•emo ·ed th hero and the pot ncy of his will was 
lo t to hi party and to the country. 
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The last national contest for the Pre:;idency, howeYcr, 
more than nil othcJ·s, affords the greatest amount of testi
mony to the truth of l\Icsmcrism. The candidate of the 
hitherto dominant party, was chosen without reference to 
the philosophical principles to be involved in the contest. 
-\.side from this, he had e\·erything to favor him in the 
union and perfect discipline of his fi-iends. But, unfortu
nately for his party and his cause, he was of lymphatic 
temperament,· and,· according to the laws of :i\IesmeJ·ism, 
the worst possible Mesmerist that could have been se
lected. His opponent, being of the ne1·vous-bilious temper
ament, possessed the highest possible :i\Iesmcric powers·; 
and, of all men in the nation, could most efficiently bring 
the people under the in!lucnce of his will. In peace, 
calm and scrcuc, he could control the intellectual and the 
philosophical. In war, with nerves of steel and soul of 
fire, he could will his troops to dash thcm.sch·cs against 
the foe, though tenfold stronger than thcmschcs. The 
political contest was fierce, but brief. His lymphatic rival 
could not even hold his own party together. The Yast 
,·olcanic fires, within the ccntt•al parts of earth, can 
raise its crust in mountain chains, or deep engulf the 
cities proud in beds of lurid lavas, with uo more case 
than did this hero's will upheave the public mind and 
chain it to his car triumphal, involving all that him 
opposed in ruin dire ! 

After such a. startling array of facts, proving beyond all 
contro\crsy the practical utility of the Imaginative Sci
ences, nothing hut madness can lead men to neglect 
applying their principles to all the affairs of life. And we 
predict that the day i::~ not distant in which, before any 
reform moYement shall be undertaken, or a Presidential 
candidn.te chosen, a conYention of Imaginative Philoso
phers will be convened, to decide upon the respective 
1\Icsmcric powers of the sc\·cral aspirants. That commu
nity, or that party, which shall hereafter select its leaders, 
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or candidates, without respect to the laws of :\Iesmeric 
sympathy, will Jay itself liable to inevitable defeat. As 
well might an army, \dthout ammunition, hope for a suc
cessful issue in a contest with an enemy possessing full 
stores, as a party to succeed with a leader destitute. of 
l\Icsmeric powers. The thing is impossible. The party, 
therefore, that selects the best l\Iesmerist, as its candi
uate, must succeed. 

It would be exceedingly interesting ·to prosecute these 
investigations still farther, and show the importance of the 
Imaginative Sciences, in their ,·aried applications to 
human affairs. But we must limit ourselves to the more 
prominent cases which have been brought forward. 
Enough has been presented, surely, to show the extraor
dinary ability of our philosophers, and the truthfulness of 
their discoveries. It must be perceived that there is only 
a single obstacle to their successful career in works of 
social reform, and that the strongest encouragements exist 
to stimulate them to persevere in their bene,·olcnt labors 
for suffering Humanity. That they are still sanguine of 
success is evident, notwithstanding their schemes have 
hitherto failed. One of their number recently announced, 
in a public lecture upon the subject, that he had projected a 
"scheme for social regeneration, brief and simple, but con
stituting a lever of sufficient power, if you put it in mo
tion, to lift up the world far onward and upward, even 
within the shadow of the kingdom of Heaven." 

Now, as the influence sustaining Chri:~tianity, and all 
other great leadin~ movement~, heretofore, has been the 
giant power of Jlcsmcric sympatlly, elevating the follo\vers 
to the position of the leaders, of course, then, all that is 
necessary to lift up the world to the very gate of hea\·cn, and 
bring mankind within the shadow of its kingdom, is, that 
the leaders shall manage to I'cach that point thcmseh·es. 
This is the only difficulty in the whole matter. The old 
theology being obsolete, their attaining this position is the 
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only r maining hop of the worhl for he inti otluc iot o 
tll l\liHenial day. ut l1o\ · soon ~e re to e -pect the 

lillcm ium, by thi mem , i to be determined by the esti· 
nate we rnak of the p1·obnbi1ity that our philo ophers 

me :Y find out some method of ascending, tbemseh·es, 
cc within th hadow of the kingdom of HeaYen." It is 
certain thl'ir followers can never reach that atmosphere 
in advanc of tl1e l adcrs. llut it i known that the lead-

rs hav , for a loug time, been manufacturing ga · to be 
mploycd in their up vard flight. There i , tl en, some 

hope of the dn.wn of a hettcr day br akit g in upon 
tbi sorrowful world. As, however, they have not ·et 
mnd their asccn ., it is conjectured tbey have not suc
ceeded in obtaining an arfcl \vith affinitie tbat wiU 
attract it heav n vard to buoy them upward in that direc
tion. The world, therefore, must \'ait a little longer, and 
bear its ill a be t it may, until they succeed ! "' o:nlrl 
that Uilly l\PConnel1 were yet alive! He would neither 
.lumber nor sleep, until hi laboratory would bring forth 
the maO'ic ether, that would oon darlren the air \ ~ith the 
ascer ding bodic of our Imaginative Philosophers and their 
faithful followers! 

' 
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CHAPTER V. 

Another form of contract with Ratan- class of persons making them - hf 
knowledge of human 11 tur -no repudiator. - The blacksmith 0 all 

ance.tor of Billy M'Connell-his unlawful desires-overreaches atan 
in a bargain- secures him to wield his ledge hammer for fifty years
succes in business with his new apprentice- his generosity tn releasing 
him at th nd of hventy-five years.- " trongest case of exercise of 1cill 
on record -Purposes of utiUt y to which u ~pi ritual rappers u might be 
applied.- Blacksmith applies his power to philosoph leal studies- em f. 
nently succe sful therein - di covers expanding power of beat on materi:tl 
bodies- infers this to be the reason why Lhe days in summl'r are louger 
than those in winter- his knowledge of sacred bistory- di putes wilh hIS 
pastor- confounds him by hi learning.- Eqllilled only by lhe learning 
of a modern Imagin11livc Philosopher -gold- soUdificd caJ"bonic acid 
gas.- Another profound modern reformer- Cain killed Abel· ujttr the 
deluge.- Cain marries nn Ethiopian. wife. 

IN T.EAU of the powers already enumerated, many in 
their contract with t1 e Prince of darkness, coYenanted 
for the power to acquire wealth, and for the enjoyment 
of ease and pleasure. These, like the witche , B{..Tl'eed 
to gh· them elY 'rholly into his hand, at a tipulated 
period, to be carried bodily to hL' l\Iaj ty' dominions. 

Such contt·act w rc, generally ente1 .. d into, by per oth 
whose mind bad become fi.·ed upon th \Yorld, and who 
were determined to gra~p its trea ure at whateYer sacri
fice. A first unlawful wish, Ol' ... econd, r third neYe1 
hrougbt the EYil ne to a per on'~ Ibow. Ile h1c y too 
mnc1 of human nature for that. X o on i . willing to 

. ell him· ff, at so arly a date i1 hi indullTence of unlaw· 
ful de ires. Th n ind mu t haYe made much progress 
in moral obliquity, before th' man will risk ew~rythino- to 
gain the ohject at which he aim .. . 

The Pt-incc of th power of the ail·, neyer repudiate 
hi contract . I do not wi.:h to be understood as osing 
this tci' .1 in a political scns , or a den) ing that he was 
tl1e first crrcnt r~pndbtor. 1 only \ ish to have it distinctlj" 
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nnd r too that 1e can affo ·cl to wuit, and to • l ow poor 
mortal· all the ujop1ent th y can obtain in the brief 
pnce of time allow d iu the contract; and . pccially, 

when, dnrincr all this period, tl ey are l u ily cngaO'ed in 

RCI'Ying him, and promoting the intere t. of hi Hngdom. 
J. ~ow, • lthough 1 atan i Yet-y cunning, and cn.n wily 

deceh·e the majorit: of men· y t he .~ometime meeu 
with hi match, and L o' erreachcd in a har~ain. \ sin
gle cas wi11 , •·ve to illustrate thi ami to ho"· t mt 
BiJJy l\1 Connell belonrred to a ::;hre,vd rae of men. For, 
though he told u. but little of his priYatc hi tory ye a 
few important item calculated to mal\e n im )l'CS!'ion, 

'• re Yery graY ly letniled. 
Billy had an auce tor that wa black mith, who had 

Jiyc t\ ·o hundred y ars aO'o. That 111echanic art wa 
then in a rude . tate in Ireland ; and the ad,·ant ae of 
mod t·n machinery, for forgin('l" hea') article of iron, 
\ · r thCJ unknown. All thi cia ~ of jobs hall to be 
wronO'l t out of the rna i ·e m tal by the 1 and and sledge 
hammer.. A lon .black~mith, thercfot'C, could mal\e but 
li tie pr gre.s with a hea\'Y job, except b ~ ta ·in..,. he 
tim and }._ bor of his customer. . T w i ld th ledge iJ 
forginO' h m·y arti lc wn no ea y tad<. t often hap
pened that the II lp "outd be ~ awk\ ·n.rd as to mat· the 
w t·] , or ·u such haste a that he could not wait to O'h·e 
it th fini 1 in{T blow. R peatc(l mi. fortunes of tl is kind 
so preyed upon the black:mith ~ mit d, that he herrnn to 
"L·h, and wi h, fl·om day t day. tlaa .. l1 pos e .. ·cd th 
pow r to bring und ·the influen c of hi will •. ome one~ 
of proper .~trcn rrtlt and skill to vi hl the .le( n-e hammer. 

It was not o mucl on account of my disinclination to 
labor, thn.t he coY t d thi 1 ower~ but tis m~in.e \Va 

utl1 icn if he pos · ~. c<l it to nable him oon to ,.ro' 
rich. '1 he wi ,h t1 refol'c, r mained upperm st in hi 
mind until it b nne the ruling pa "'ion, and he felt lilce 
makino nu 'sncrificc to gain hi object. 
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'I'h.i wa the preci e moment wben a prollO itio1 , to 
give him thi pm er, would be accepted on any conditions. 
One day, therefore, a little before dinner, when his w ary 
arm '"a giving its slnggi h blow upon a hea ·y bru· o 

, heated iron, he felt a slight tap upon his shoulder, and, 
tw·ning his head to see who vas there, beheld a Yery fine 
looking gentleman. 'Vhen the ordinary alutation had 
passed, the stranger kindly inquired why he looked so 
thoughtful and discouraged ? The blacksmith, shaking 
his head despairingly, related his trouble in detail, and 
concluded by a full e).11ression of his wish, for the powel' 
to compel some one to wi ld the ledge hammer, when
ever he hould need that kind of a sistance. 

The visitor inquired the price he wa willing to pay fo 
the pos e sion of the power he de ired. 

" Anything, everything," was the re pon e of the black
smith ; at the same time letting fall his bar of iron, and 
bringinO' his hammer, with a ringina troke, down upon 
the anvil. 

"Then l will aive you the po' •er on one condition," 
continued the philanthropic aentleman. 

"Name it ! name it I" excl~imed the blaeksmith, a1 

the moment looking upon the ·Lit as Providential, to 
release him from di couraginO' dep1·e~ ion . 

"That you be mine in fifty year ," wa the tartling 
reply, while the beneYolent individual rai ed one foot 
and placed it upon the anvil and re ted his elbow upon 
his knee and his head upon hi hand, that he might scan, 
mm·e clo ely, the black mith countenance. 

The mov ment of hi vi itor' fhot did not e .. cape the 
ob erving eye of the blacksmith; and, though trembling 
'•ith excit m nt, at discoYedng that his n w friend was 
no le s a p r onage than Old CJm,cn:foot, he l'e ponded, in 
a lear, deliberate tone," A REED!, 

' l e P· p rs were forthwith io-ned in the blood of the 
blachH 1'th, and his~ rtnne wa made. 
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But ~·a ·c ly ltad thi important bu inc·s b en cOJ
clud .< , ·h n th dinnet· horn summoned the bl .ck::rni h 
to hi:" cottarr . The clovcn:fooled gentleman staJ:tled at 
the ound, and moYed to vard the door. he black mith 
invited him to remain fur dinner; but hi l\Iaje ty thanked 
him, h had no occa ion for eatina, and must proceed to 
attend to other important busine . He then politely bid 
the blaclu~mith adie , and ~ tepped out of the door. The 
on of Vulcan was struck "rith admiration, on ge tina a 

full view o the m an1y proportion and athl tic form of 
hi~ n w acquaintance;- but he could not supprc. a 
smile 3.t the U'l'OtcsqUC figllfC he pre entcd, a 1 tO aY 

1 i long lail from contact with the door step, he curled 
it up like a couple of hoop of a hog head, one within 
th other. 

Ju~t a h' l Iujcsty had graciou ly hidden adieu, and 
bad fairly turned hi back upon the shop to depart, the 
black mith, with a udden gleam of delight iUu inating 
his cot ntenancc call d out= 

' I heO' y ur pardon, sir, but I wish to say another ~ ord 
b fore ve part.n 

L' hat is it?' inquired hi I\Iajest), with a look of 
int rf'. t, and n polite and graceful bow. 

I u i It !JOlt to come and ·use tile sledge hammer for me 
after dinner,, l'eplied the blacksmith with the eoole t 
det rmination. 

"Jllc!" . xclaim d his .1\Iajc ty, in astonishme1 t, for 
the fir t time bcginniug to u pcct he had been ·outwitted. 

" c , sir, you yourself,'' added the black mith. 
"But," continued hi Iajcsty, in a be cech'nO' tone," I 

n ~urc ) ou, ir, that, th ugh I would be pleased to oblige 
you, the cxtcn ivc nature of m: engag ment , renders it 
impos~ible th. I can comply '\Yith your reque t., 

' 1. • t imp -ibl ,'' aid the bl::t.d mitlt; and looking 
the augu t lYnce of darkne~s fun in the eye, he very 
delibcra ly l'cmarltcd: 

6 
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"The bond ay that I shall have the ervice of any 
one I wish, for the period of fifty year ; and l now declare, 
that it is my unalternble wish to have you to wield my 
sledge hammer whenever I hall need your ervices during 
the ne. ·t fifty year ." 

This bein a in the bond, there was no retreating; and 
the black mith, assisted by hi.s new apprentice, accumulated 
property with incredible speed. It is true, that occa ion
alJy the apprcnlice,-undel' the iufluence of the chag1in 
which he felt, at ha,rina u:fered himself to be so easily 
ovel'l'eached,-' auld brin(T a blow of the ledge1 with uch 
force, tha , had it reached the pot at which it ·wa aimed, 
iron, and anYil, and all might ha.Ye been en to hi own 
hot but aloomy dominions. ut the b]ack mith always 
had an eye to his pupil, and, by the mere e.ffoJ't of hi. n·ill, 
could arrest such furious blow midway, and make them 
fall with exactly the fotce he desired. u h indeed was 
his unbounded success, that before the contt·act had ha)f 
expired, he became wealthy beyond desi1·e, and relin
quished hi tJ>ade. In doing this, ,,~jth generous lib rality, 
he gm·e •· fi·ee papers'' to his apprentice, for the balance of 
his term of sen·ice. 

This is one of the strongest cases of the po\Yer of the 
will of one person over another, which is upon record. [ 
am aware that many instances occur now-a-days, to which 
hundreds ar wining to testify, whet·e l\Iesmeri~ts can u:ill 
the:r subjects to do incredible thina ; but none ha\·e heen 
able to do anything that half equals this feat of tdllinu hi 
Satanic l\Iaj sty to wield a sl dae hammer, in a bla.cl-. mith 
hop, for a quart r of a ccutw·). 

If !\Ie merizer , or any of the dealers wi h ''familiar 
pil'it , ' \\·ere half a wise and cientitl.c as Billy ~!'Con

nell's anc ~Lor, the power at }ll' ent exerted by the ''appinu 
spirits, would Y L'Y oon be appli d to· Qll mical us ~. The 
sph·il that an b zcillrd t moYe a tahle, could also he com
pelled to kindle tile mm·ning fires, put on the t .. :a-kelllc, grinJ 
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the cqp!e, &c., &c., and our "gude wiYes" couhl tnkP thPir 
morning uap, a:< n:mlortably as did tho:se of Ireland nnd 
Scotland in the day;; of the Hrou·nics. 

Uut to obtain a correct idea of the shrcw<lnes~ and philo
sophical character of the race of men f1·om whom Billy 
1\I'Connell dc~cended, we must gi' e the sequel to the life 
of the blacksmith. 

Although he had obtained possession of ample wealth, 
and might ha.Ye gi,·en himself wholly up to enjoyment; 
yet, such was the actiYity of hi:~ mind, that he prosecuted 
the study of philo::ophy with great ardor, and made won
derful p1·og•·ess in his im·cstigations. His di!'COYerics were 
too yar·ied and ('Xtensi\e to be giYen in clctail; but justice 
to his mt•mory demands thut a few of them be l'ecordcd. 

His first discm·rry was, that heal c.rpmuls all bodies u·itlt 
which it comes into contact. This discon~rr he no doubt 
made while working metals in hi.; tthop, as they arc lH'eu
liarly liahle to expansion from the influence of heat. Un
dl'!' these circumstances the disco\·l'ry it:::clf was not so 
l'('mar·l~ablc. lt was natural that an ob~erYing man should 
have made it while worl\ing iron and sted in his forge. 
ilut the application which he made of the principle, "hen 
diseoYered, was what affords the strongest eddencc of hi:~ 
philosophical astuteness. As heat expands all bodies, he 
at once p<>reciYcd the reason N·lty tltc days in summer arc so 
much l<mgc1· tlmn tlto.~c in u·inLC1'. 

The blad:F~mith became equally well learned in sacred 
~~~·it as in pltilosoplq;. When his clergyman hinted that the 
earth was spher·oidal, and illustrated tl1e idea by saying 
that it wa;; "round like a. ball;'" the blacksmith became 
indignant at such heresy, and in::;isted that he could prove 
it hrterodox from the scriptm·es. Being called upon for 
the p1·oof of his declarations, or to apologize for disparag
ing thr biblical lore ofhis pastor; he rcru~ed to make any 
apolog~, and confounded them, at once, by sho,Ying, that 
the Bible speaks of the .fo!a· corucrs of the earth, ami then 
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chaUenging them to find the man, who had seen a round 
ball, that baed four cornc1·s. 

Thi di eo,·ery ha been equaled in the pt'e ent day, 
only, by a philosopher of the Imaginative scliool1 whose fame, 
rtt ten cents a line, is in all the newspapers. '''bile lectur
inO" in a w stel'n city, a we have been told, he gravely 
informed hi· audience that gold wa included in the Pri
mary rock ; and that as the I'I·imary everywhere underre 
aU other rocks:, by digging down anywhere, in the 1\Iiami 
Valier, or el ewh re, deep , nough, gold \Vould be found. 
As thi is a di covery unknown to Geologi t , it can only 
have been made by Clairvoyance, and show the impor
tance of thi science. 

The arne philo ophcr, at the arne time, aLo made an 
astoni -hing di play of chemical ltnowledge, by informing 
hi audience that limestone is carbonic acid uas solidfficcl. 

Another of our modern philosophers, of th :'a me :)Chool, 
not long ince, in our hearing; afforded evidence of a pro
found an acquaintance with cripture hi tory, as the bJack
~mith did in relation to the principle of science revealetl 
in the Bible. "\Vhile moralizing about the wickeduc~ or 
man, and expressing hi contempt for all the pre~ent 

hri tian Chm·che a aaent of moral reform and urging 
the necessity of re-organizinC'J' ocicty on Prourcss princi
ples, he edified his hear rs with th impm·tant hi torical 
illu tration of his Yiew , by informing them, that, uot \i.th
~ tanding the !mighty ha , in hi ano-er, destroy<'d the old 
w rld for its tran c:rre-"'ions, immediately after the delua , 
C(lin !lad killed his brother Abel. nd, a if thi · piece of 
ld lory wa not sufficient to conYince the world of the pro· 
found knowledge of this clas of philosoph r , another one 
very confidently a serted, that Cain, having incurred the 
di. pJea m·c f hi fatber, by murdering Abel, fled to the 
land of Xod, and toolc to him elf an Etltiopiilu wife. 

'I he black "mith' econd, and grcatc t di co very, wi'l 
form the subject of our ue:xt chapter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1 he hl:lcksmtlh . greul discovery of the Law of A nwgonism - its application 
to tho morn I world- autagouism Lctwoen good nud vil- b tween rrood 
1 li•U nnd wicked splritl -charms to protect again t evil . pirit -The 
Law of Autagoui ms has it coutterparl in the .ciencc of P ychom try
' hut P ychometry proft>.' e~> to han• di v r d- d •ductions from the 
writing · of the dil!;cov r ·r of this nt>w science.- Illu ·trntion . - f undu· 
mcntnl mode of perpetuating the wi!ldom and patriot! m of 1 ational rult'rs. 
-Hood and evil re · ullin~ lo th world from coulac with Ut•n•uur u 
arti It• .. - Origin of ornuu.uaisna xplaincJ ou principlrs 1f P. ychometry.
l•'arth r •xhHI!iiou of the ~>eiem~ to pra tical lili - n:<e.s in which J'·y
chom,•tr)• wU b · iu\'nluublr. -The block ·mitl1's castl -hi indu trr. 
Witchcrnn iu pugnn Afric -charm afford protection to th JJcopl• 
from wi tch~s -The;' ch rms pr par •cl pr ci: I y u; 11 rvaurou. articles arc 
rnuuufuclurcd -[1hilo ·ophical churuct(' r of the African r medir.. for witch
crttfl- phil oph)" of "b ·witching."- Dignity aud grnn t>Ur gi\'l'll to 
pu,::-un customs by the di. overy of P,;ychom try.- Th black.-milb',; t•. ·
)l'rimcnt..'l- his tmcc~~- -tit .·lr.dgo hamill r- his modo of di co 'l ring 
the Law of Autngoui.sms- r ult.:· of hi · c>xpcrimPuts- hi piau of aceu
rnu]ating ncrvauric force.- Defee of the age in "hich tho ulack.•mith 
livc<l-it · want of philunthro1,Y- grf:at udw net's of the presc.>nt day
apology for th bluck. mith- conclu.-ion of hi hit~lory- tht· ]u .. t day of 
the fiity years from th • d Le of his bout!- tl•n o' clock P. t-his will 
- anorlu o complcUnr,r the magic battery-. Ic m ric 1lmttcry- tw lve 
otelo It- his 'utaui .\[aj•• ly promptly enters with Lite boutl ud demand· 
tlte fulfillm ut of ikl condition - th bla ksmith ask. only a few min tcs to 
compld hi will, or till u hulf inch of ci.mJic burn· out- His l\la"c. ty, 
aUcmptin~r to 1wiZ<' him, i. r '))died hy th charnu surro~tudiug th blaek-
mith, uucJ rolu~tuutly complie \Yith his dcmunc.l- Tl.Jc blucl mitl1, by th~ 

new cont1'".1CI1 b ·ing . cure until th • hort candl Is on. umcd, blows it out 
antl incl l> it in the Dillie- Euragt•d and U!I"Uin r 1 1•1lcd, hi .• llljc ty sum
mons a si. tancc tu ouq UL r hi. oltl ma t r- 'l'h • bla k ·mith, by a quick 
motion of the haud, couue ~ the pole of hi magi b· t ry, and pr duct': 
a u•·rvaltrous t.'Xplo ·ion that · weel' th c. tic- r •co\•cring from Lho ·laock, 
he buries th Blblo and caudlc in the ca. 

I~ tz·acing th progr ~ · of th ci ntific in~· ~tiuation 
of Billy l\1' onnelrs anc sto1·, the lacl· mith, the an
nonncem nt of hi · principal di coY ry wa reserved for 
th pt· nt chapt r. ThL great achi Y ment was the 
di coY ry of th Law of Antauonisms in th phy ical and 
mor< l uniYer e. Aftct· yea.r of laborion re earch, he 
fully demon trat d, that ther are anta(J'oni m in nature 
a well a affinitie · that betwe u difJe1·ent bodie · and 
person , there i r pulsion well a attraction· nd that 
thi ~ extend. to the moral a ' •ell as the phy ical uni ·er e. 

ut th application of hi cliscoY ry whi ·l h ·on id
et·ed tuo impot'tan • wa::~ to thing connect d with the 
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noral wmld. Hy numerous experiment , lle J'un1i.shed 
ample ,, idencc that there i::; a positive and pe1--petua. 
at (acronism bctw en Good nncl EYil. He proved, beyond 
do-:._tbt. that, in the 1 hysical world, fire posse ses no greater 
antn~oni ' lll to com m tible J latter, than docs ood to 
~ Yil in th • moral world; and that it i · a en y for a HYing 

man to hold his hat d in the flat e of a furnace, a for a 
~I)it·it of cviJ to come into contact with a. person whose 
character is morally J>nrc. HaYing made thi disco ·ery, 
he ne. ·t ascertained that men of great anctity of life, can 
impa1·t, to material sub tanccs the moral Yirtue · of their 
own baracters; and that yi] 8phit ·, or witchc::;, can no 
more tal·e hold.of these , ub. ta.uccs, usually called charms, 
or inftict injm·y upon per on po ~e~~incr them, than they 
can seize upon the l1oly per ·on him;;;clf who prepares the 
charmed article. He also di coYer cl that a wicked man 
hn. equal l owet· to impress, upon material sub. tances, hi 
moral characteri 'tic,. And, farther, he determined, that 
the de<rree of repnl ion m· antagonism, cxi ting between 
two ~pirits, or t\ ·o men is in the p ·oportion of the differ
ence between their moral qualities. 

The ef1ect of thi. law had lono- been kuown, and the 
application of its principle- had been of incalculable 
Yalue, in protecting mankind fl'om atanic influences. 
But, until the philo ophic blacksmith had mad" hi~ dis
covery, the world had l'emained in ignorance of tl e can e 
that had produced such beneficial re ult-. It had long 
be n kno\\n, that c rtain material . ub · ~mce-, prcpar din 
a particulm· manner, hy a. ('C'r ain cla. s of men, po ~se-sed 
peculiar Yirtue2, ·cntlering the 1-nn·cha~ r proof again t the 
assault: of d mon · and witcl , . ilnt ho \" the hoc of a. 
hor.;e or mul , Ol' a piece of ivory, one wood, a bird's 
feather, a tiaer's claw, or wo]f s tooth, hccame endowed 
with such m .. gic ~ir nes, hrul. up to that p riod, been 
involved in the !lc ·p 't my tcry. ... \ntl Yen at thi day, 
the greater part of th worlJ, though enjoying immense 
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ad nm tages under the operation of thi~ la:w, are only able 
to pcrcch·c its cflcct~, but know nothing of itt> rationale. 
Pa;an and sa,·age countt·ies, uni,•cr~all), arc familiar 
\\'ith it, only in its cllects. For this l'Ca:;on they m·e liable 
to imposition, and the charms used often fail in pt·otccting 
the po~sc:.;son; from the incantations of iufcma1 enemies. 
Charms pr<'parcd by certain persons, it has long been 
known, instead of repelling, a':re sure to attract evil spirit~. 
As it is impossible, by the external appearance, to distin
guish oct\vecn the spurious :nnd the genuine, the quality 
of a chnrmed article can only he dctcrmittcd by a trial of 
its Yirtuc:;. Hence, when an individual in Afl'ica ot• Asia, 
has established the t·eputation of his charms, such is the 
extent ol' the demand for their multiplication, that CYCL' 

aftcrwmd, bosiues protecting the public fl-om d<'mon~, he 
can make a good liYing by theit· manufacture and sale. 

Now, the importance of the hlncksm'ith's disco\ cry con
sisted in tltis : that it fnlly ascmtnincd the cause '' hy one 
charm will repel and another attmct Satanic agents. 
This dillCt-cncc in the effects, he showed, miscs fi·om the 
'tliffcl'encc in the moral charactm· of those who lH'epm·e. 
them. The mode of preparation is by the touch, and the 
uttct·ancc of certain words, or by inscribing particular 
sentences or characters upon the article to be constituted 
a charm. "'het·e a good man thus impresses his moml 
charaetl'ristics upon a mate1·ial substan cc, it repel~ all 
eYil spirits and witches from the pet·.-on to \\hom it is sold; 
but if a charm be prepared by a man of opposite moral 
character, it att1·acts the spirits of edl, and gh·es them 
full power OYCl' its owner. The whole value of chnrms, 
therefore, according to this disco,·ery, ~l.l'iscs from the 
Law of Antasronisms, by which the Good repels the E,·il. 

It wns the knowledge of this principle, that enabled 
Billy .JI'Conncll to uefcnd himself, so successfully, against 
t.he metamorphosed witches and his Satanic 1\Iajesty, in 
the haunted mill. 
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But like Billy l\I'Conncll and the witches, the black· 
smith is not wilhout a competitor. As 'Vitchcraft has its 
rival in the science of l\Iesmerism, so the Law of Antag().n~ 
isms ha it.s counterpart in that of PsJJclwmctry. This new 
sc~ence, as vc shall be able to show, embraced the iden
tical principles of _that discovered by the blad\ mitb. Its 
ingenious discoyercr, however,, has given to Psychometry a; 

wider application, iu human affairs, than the blacksmith 
succeeded in giving to llis Law of Antagonism.fl. But then 
the blacksmith ca1•ed only to promote the greater good, 
and, as the sequel will show, wa3 mo t deeply interested 
in pu hing hi investigation in one direction- that of 
testing the extreme limits of the power of his Law t(} 
repel infernal ~ph-its. It will be recollected that he bad 
an unsettled account tanding against him, from the date 
of his contract in the blacl·smith shop: for, though 
he ga,re his apprentice ft·ee papers, for the unexpired 
twenty-five years, yet the bond remained uncanceled, 
and would, at maturity, be presented. 

There was much at stake, therefore, with the black
smith. If he could not, in some way, cheat his old 
apprentice out of his claim, in a few years he \Vould ha,·e 
the tables turned upon him, aud be doomed to an endless 
apprenticeship in his claimanfs gloomy forge. 

Before instituting a comparison between the discove1·y 
of the blachsmith and that of Iris rival, with the view of 
showing their identity, we must give a b1·ief outline of the 
latter. 

The discovm·e•· of the science of Psychometry, tells us, 
that in prosecuting hi inve tigations, be ascertained that, 
in all communities, a con ·iderable numbet· of persons 
may be found, whose "cerebral conformation indicate 
uncommon acutcne of the external sense ." After 
malting ibis di::!cove;ry, in the cn.se of a certain i.ndhidual: 
he says he was accustomed to place metals of different 
kinds in the hands of person:l of acute sensibility, and 
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found " many who could determine by touching a piece 
of metal, ot· by holding it in their hand:s, what the metal 
was- a:s they recognized a pecuJiar influence proct•cding 
from it, which in a few moments ga\'e them a di:stinct 
tnste in the mouth." Other materials, :such as sugar, "'alt, 
pepper, acid:s and other substances of a decided taste', 
made such a di:stinct impression, that each could b(; 
recognized and named by many of thoHC upon whom the 
experiment wn.'l performed."~ This cla!!s of individuals 
he calls impressible persons. 

In the farther prosecution of his im·estigations, the 
author of this great discovery succeeded in <C;certaining 
that: 

"\Vhen impressible pert~ons come in contact with those who arc in 
~und health, by placing the hand upon the different portions of the 
hrad or body, they experience, at each point, a di~tinct effect corre
sponding to the peculiar vital functions of the part. By holding the 
hand upon the forehead, the 'eat of the intdlt>elual organs, they rxpcri
rncr an increa.,;cd mental activity. Dy holthng the hand upon the 
~uperior portion of the head, they experience a pleasant and soothing 
influence, peculiar to the moral organs ;"t and so of all others. 

1 T e then goc>~ on to >~ay, that, 

"llaving thu~ ascert.uinrd that one of impns:.ible constitution could 
ea.~ily dingnosticate the action of the living brain by meanl; of contact, 
r found that actual contact wa,; not indispen~able, but that holding the 
hand in close proximity to the head, would nn$\\'er the same purpo~e, 
though in a more imperfect manner. By holding a metallic conductor 
in cont.uct with the different localities of the head, the influence of 
each organ appcarc1l to be transmitted almost as well as by direct con
tact with the fingt•r. "f 

"DelicYing tl1at thr powt'r of recognizing subtle influence~ by con
tnct might, in the most stN'C'ptible indi,•iduab. transcend the phenomenn 
which [ hn,·e just mentioned. a,; far as they transcend the ordinary 
manifestations of ~('m;ibility, r determined to try whether, in the net 
of writing, tbe peculiar influence emanating from the mind and body 
of the writer, became impressed upon, or attached to, the paper, so ns 

• Journal of .lion, \'Ol. i, p. 52. t Ibid., p. 55. ~Ibid., p. 56. 
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to enable one or impressible con titution to recognize any inftuence 

upon contact with iV'* 
u I had cJearly ascertained in a young gentleman, with whom I had 

made many e. ·periments, * * • that in. a moment contact with 
the bend of any individual, he would discover his entire character by 
the sympathetic impres-ion."t 

u I placed them [four elected letters] in his hands, and reque·ted him 
to watch the mental impressions to which they gave rise in hi mind, 
and report his conceptions of the character of the writers. He did 
so, and hi descriptions surpa ed my anticipations. He entel"ed into 
the spirit of each character as familiarly as if he had been in contact 
with the individual, and described not only his inte11ect and hi princi
ples of action but even hi per ona1 appearance and phy ical constitu
tion. "' * * Il was not a sketch of their external. appearance, and 
an inference of their character-it wa a sympathetic impression of 
their minds, describing them from the interior, and proceeding forth 
from their own consciou nes · to their external relations and their phy· 
sica! development. So thoroughly did he sympathize with their views 
and feelings he not only appreciated their po ition in relation to oci
ety, but e\~cn di-covered their sentiments in reference to each other, 
and dii'icovered that between two of the individuals especia.l1y, there 
was an irreconcibble antagoni m. So keen1y did he fee] their mutual 
l1o tility, that aft r a time, he requcsteu lhc suspension of the experi
ment as it was dh;aareenb]e to him to enter in to their contentions and 
realize their unplca ant feeling~. 't 

"In thi- fir.st f 1sychom tric experiment of the kind, I was fully 
sati fied~ that, by this proce b' we might obtain a mental daguerreotype 
of any one whose autograph we obtain, as perfect as the physicaJ 
daguP.rreotype of the features, obtained by the agency of solar ligbt."ll 

Thi eero to be trong lat guage to u e in reference to 
any new cienc '· But oua· discoYerer i careful to inform 
u that he docs not :peale at random. lie had cautiou"ly 
made his xpm·inH'nts, nnd repeat d them fl·equ utly, befol'e 
h ann unced the re. ult . In o-h·ing gcnct·al d"rection by 
Yhich other may accomplish what he had done, he ays: 

" ometime you wm nnd your subject capah]e of determining cor
rectly only the state of fe Hng in which the letter was w1·i.tten. \Vith 
higher po' ers, 11c will enter more thoroughly into sympathy with the 

' Jqamal of .Uarl, vol. i. P· 56 t lbici I P· 57. t Ibid., . a7 , II Ibid., p. 58. 
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writer, and appreciate the trait~ of his character, the strength and 
peculiaritiC!s of hi" intellect. his favorite pur:suits, his usual relations to 
society, his actual position, his rank of oflice, his reputation, his general 
care•'r in life, hi~ age, state of health, personal appearance, and all 
other peculiariti c~ of his physical constitution. Jiuch mere tha11 this 
is frequently accomJ>Iished, but this much may easily be verified by any 
one in the course of a few experiments."* 

After announcing these startling discoveries, with a 
becoming air of triumph, he proceeds to ask : 

" And if we find these things true, to what do they tend ! Do not 
they tend to solve the problem of the relations between ~liND A~D 

ni,\TTER 1 Does it not appear that ~omething emitted from the per~on 
or mind of the writer, has become attached to, or connected with. the 
paper, as if the mental and the physical were capable of entering into 
a p$ycho-malerial combination l That some my:;terious iulluence or 
mental subsumce is attached to the writing, is proved by the experi
ment. \Ve find that immediate contact of the writing with the fore
head, yields an im1>ression more promptly than contact of the writing 
with the hands. \Vhen the letter i,; held between the hands, the im
pressiou is at first local in the hand. Thence it gradually passe,; up 
the nrrn, like the influence of a medicine, and rl'aches the brain, where 
it affects the mental organs and gives an impression of character. • 
* • Thus it appears, that a p:;ychological influence, or power, has 
become attached to the writing, and is capable of exerting its influence 
with different degrees of intensity at different distances.''t 

" \Vhethcr these mental influences proceed directly from the mental 
organs to the paper. or are transmitted by the arm and conducted by 
the pen. need not be discus~ed at present. Suffice it to say, that any 
highly impressible indil•idual may recognize, in any piece of writing, 
the entire mental and physical inllucnce of the writer.'' t 

Here, then, our Psycltomclric philosophe1· has discoYered, 
that" something emitted from the persou or mine! of the 
writer, becomes attached to, or connected with the paper." 
But his disco\·cry also shows that the qua.litie~ communi· 
eated to the paper, may afterward inlittence the mind of 
another person. He asserts "that any impressible indi
vidual, may recognize, in any piece of writing, the entire 

--- - ----- -------
• hun1al of .llau, vol. i, p. 60. t Ibid., P· 60. t Ibid., P· 61. 
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mental and physical influence of the writer., To com· 
plete the identity of the two di co\•eries, it is only neces
sary that the sub tanccs prepared Psychometrically, shall, 
Ul{e tho c of the blacksmith, possess attracting and 
repelling powers. This has been ~uccc sfully accom
plished, by our modern di coverer. 

He declares that, in his experiments, a certain lawyer 
wa::s placed in contact with the autograph of the good 
General Jackson, without his knowing whose it wa , and 
he u recoiled ft·om it with an expression of aYersion.7

'• 

Here 1vas repulsion, and had it been a demon or witch, 
instead of a lawyer, the effect must haYc been terrific, on 
account of the greater degree of antagonism between the 
parties. 

But the effect of Genet·al Jackson's autograph was 
very different upon a gentleman of a different stamp. 
The Rev. l\1r. K., of feeble physical con titution, on 
placing hi hand upon the autograph of General Jackson, 
"soon caught hi fiery and resolute spirit. ~ 

A determined, elf-confident, daring and triumphant feel~ 
i:ng , was aroused, " his whole frame wa shaken," his 
"strength wrought up to the hio-hcst tensimt/' his face and 
arm burned, t' "it wa like touching fire,H 
which ran to hi "very toes. "f This is a ca e of attrac
tion, where the mind of the subject is brought under the 
influenc of that of the writer, and be is made to feel, 
thinlr, and act, as the \\Titer did "~hen the autograph 
was penned. 

But the mo ·t interesting case, is that of a young lady: 
who on touching General Jack on' autograph, ' com
plained of feeling as though he1' face was hard and elon
gat d, h r ch eks hollow, and her whole temperament 
changed to the energetic iron tone of Gen. Jackson., ,;J: 

Another young lady, on being put in contact with the 
autogt·nph of an eminent dh·ine on a.ttemptina to ·walk, 

• Journ•li of J:llrm. vol. i, Jl· 105. lbW, pp 100. 101 . llbid, p. 106. 
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found g1·cat. difficulty of locomotion, which was incxplica
hle to her frieuds, until they recollected the lamcnc;:s of 
the write•·, to whose influence she had been subjected ! ' 

In these two ca:;c::;, there was not only altl·action, hut a 
metamorphosing influence was exerted, aflecting the sub
jects injurious!}. And we arc assured that, 

"This phy5ical sympathy regularly occurs in such experiments, 
whether obscn•cd or not. Hence, the precautions against using the 
manuscript of tl10SC in bad health, nrc often important. * * * 
The extent to which this physical sympathy may be carried, ren
ders it practicable to describe the physiological condition of the 
writer, as correctly as the mental. Indeed, I have sometimes re
sorted to this method, fo1· the purpo~c of ascertaining the condition 
of patients at a distance. * * * The physiological and 
paUJOiogical influence which attaches to a letter , is not. limited to 
that mctlwJ of transmission. It is true Ute menta I influence is more 
thoroughly imparted in the act of writing, in which the mind is vigor
ou~ly engaged; but even in ordinary contact, the influence of the 
whole constitution m:ty be imparted, sufficiently for diagnosis, by the 
highly susceptible. Thus, a lock of hair, or an article of clothing, 
may be made t.IJe means of forming a correct diagnosis. "t 

Before pro<:ccding to make a practical application of 
l)~ychometry to the atrairs of men, we might elucidate its 
principles more fully by additjonal extmcts from the wri
tings of its gt·ent di::covercr; but all else that is neccssmy 
to a full undcrstanJing of the subject, may be embraced 
in a few deductions C.·om the astonishing things which his 
researches haYe reYealed. 

Thet·e emanates from the mindo> and botlies of n <'c t·tain 
class of men, an invisible ncruwra, or ncr\·otl::l !luid, that 
penetrates or ,attaches itself to the material substauces 
with which they come into contact. There is another 
class, who po,.sess the capacity of absorbing this nen·aum, 
on coming into con tact with pet·,.ons of the first class, or 
with substances which they ha\·c rendered ncrmurous. 
'l'his ln.tter class a t·e the imprrR.~iblc pet·solls spoken of, and 

• Jourrtal oj Man, vol. i, p. 107. t Ibid., pp. lOG, 107. 
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they are al vay capab of ab. orbing th nerYou fluid, 
'·hen brought into contact with nerz:aurous p rsous o · 
thing . Like th diffi rent pole of a magnet, the ex
tl'el e- of the on clas ar ah •ays positive and the 
other negative. The nen,oaura constantly emanating fron 
the fir t, remains p rma.nently 1xed in mat rial ub-
tnnce ·, whetl er communicated to a lock of the hair, an 

article of clothing, a piece of paper, or the cat upon 
which they sit; and for hundred of y ars ther aft I' i 
capabl of exerting the arne po,Yer tl}Jon the b1·ain of an 
impre ible p r~on, that the one fl'Om whom it original: 
emanated could haxe done 'rhil living. The ffect of 
contact vith the::; nervaurous ub::-tances upon diffi r n: 
individual , i as ariou their dilf r nee of irnpr l' i· 
bility. In ome per; on the mind i timulated to greater 
acth ity by contact, and the ph ·..:ica , int Jlectual aud 
m t•al charact ri tics of the ncn:aun t ar cl arly di -
ce1·n d and can be fuUy de~cribed. 

In oth r ·, on u::;in(l", ay au autoaraph of 1 omc arr::tt 

man th mind of the p rson ._ubj ct d to it influence i
r pelled in o a corner y the contact and t·end r d po \~-

rl s , a no longer t be influ nc d by it· WI mgans 

of n ation and r flection; whil the mind of the "ritet· 
poss sion of the ubject · b1•ain, and controls it 

m 1·e fully ani eneL·geticaJ :than the ·t bject': o ,.n mind is 
capabl f d ing. rf} r a:- ll of thi~ i · OUYiou : th gr at 
mind r po~ iuo- in tl1 • nto~n-aph, t< liiu•r po.::: ~~ion of th 
:- thj ·ct' brain ·uppli to it a more pow<'rful timulu 
than had eY r b fore impelled it.1 

, cting~. Tl i tr ct c 1 

l"l.·ily b p1:·ocluc d by th autotr ·apl ic . pil·it, inn.1 uch a. 
tl . mind of an impl' i le p r n i of ... uch · icate tex
ture auch r fin d pirituality ~o xc cdingly diminuth· , 
n.t d connect t• "i h the brain by uch lender ti "' that l 
·an easily be rendered quie cent by tl1c action f another 
lllill f gr at f power 3UU I ade to ) i ld it:; place in the 
::sen orium, to th pil·it of t e writet· of the autograph. 
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But the mind. of a \\Titet· acts differently upon the brain 
of another pcr:<on from what it doc>~ upon its own; o1· 
•·athct·, the clfcct,; pl'oduced U}>On an imprc:;:;ible ~mbjcct, 
hy contact with an autograph, arc widely nniant f1·om 
tho,;c ob:;cn·nblc in the writer. \Vhen the autographic 
mind acb with full force llpon the hrain of a subject the 
cllcct:s do not correspond to those resulting ii·01n the action 
of the writer':; mind upon his own brain, but to the dilicJ·
I'ncc in the cCl'cbnd organizations of the two indi,·idual,... 
The conduct of a subject acting undc1· the inllucncc of a 
mind of higher organization, cannot but be so incongruous 
as to attmct general attention and produce the mo:;t stri
king results. T•'or example: the autograph of a gra,·e and 
dignified philosophct·, when applied to the forehead of an 
imprc,;sible monkey, will cause the little gentleman to ap<' 
the philosopher, but no one will fail to pt•l·cei,·e that llC i,
a monkey still. So, when a person of diminutive soul is 
placed in contact with tl1c autograph of one of giant mind, 
the on-lookel' cannot but see that u.n unnatural COlllH'I'tion 
exists, and that Psychomet1·y must be a tn10 science. 

We must uot drop the monkey illustration. howe' er, 
without fartbcr comment, as it affords one of the strong
est evidences of the tl'Uth of l>sychometry. In its uati,·e 
forest, its habits and manners are its own. In all its 
social intercourse with its fcllol\'s, it acts like a monl;;c~ 
and not like a man. But as soon as it is brought into 
contact with men, aud •·ecei\·('s a few kindly st1·ol;;cs upon 
itO$ bead, from the han1l of it~ captor, it ccas<>s its att<'mpt~< 
to scratch and bite, ami bPgius to ape the conduct of it::: 
master. F1·om time to time, the hu111an IU I'taura is more 
fully cotumunicatcd, ft·om articles of d1·es;; made l'l·om old 
gal'lncnts, and tln·ou~h the metallic chain by which it is 
restrained iu its tnO\'cmcnt:i; and tim:; it ::-oon undergoes 
a tra:l:>formatioa of ht~bits and manners, from that or the 
monkc) to those of the man. l::io entire i:; this change, 
that it amount:o almost to a change of natUI·e. But, 
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though acting unum· the impulses of a human mind, and 
conforming its conduct to that of man, yet the little fellow 
is stiU a monkey, and makes himself 1aughably ridiculous 
by actin(J' out of character. 

Now, we boldly a~~crt, without the fear of succe sful 
contradicti01, that the ·emarkable transformation pro
duced in the d" position of monkeys, when brought into 
contact with men, can be be t explained on the principles 
of Psychometry, and that, therefore, it must be ranked 
with the true sciences. And, farther: there is uch are
markable similarity in the dispositions of tamed monkey 
and the impre ~ihlc persons upon whom P~ychomctrical 
experiment ar u ually tried, a to afford additional con
firmation of the truth of this science. \ e need not point 
out this imilarity to any one who ha witne ~ed the per
formances of monkey in a menagerie, and of impt·c siblc 
subjec at a lecture on s chometry. Both seem only 
anxious to act in conformity ' ith their rna ter wil1, and 
w re it not for th disparity in ize, and the difference in 
the exten.:ion of the caudal vertebrre, a naturali t would 
unquestionably rank them a one species, on the ground 
of identity of habit . 

It must not be oYerlooked, that the effect of Psychome
try upon men, arc qually as trilting as upon monkey . 
'Vhen the heroic oul of General Jac1t on tool{ po e~::sion 

of the feeble clcr(?yman,> and he beo-an to tridc the room, 
!·tend his right arm, tt· tch I im elf to the hic::rhe:st elcYa

tion, and in thunder tone hul'l d fiance at his cnemie .. , 
hi~ conduct wa so an Jikc that of the pion pa~ tor, that 
the scene must have been one of the mo t thrillina intere t, 
and of tl'iumphant e mltation to the philo pher who had 
ju t then fairly di covered thi new science. "\'Yhen the 
two prigh ly and b autiful young ladies t felt themselves 

' pag 9 ... ; ah>o Journal of jUan, vol. i, pages 100-103. 

t Ibid. i und ibid. pp. lOG, 107. 
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tran ·form d-thc one into ld age. with an lon!!;. tC' 1 at d 
wrink] J f. c ·,and th · o h l' into a c.~ ipple, ·can•f'l.' able 
to wall·- it i: c\·id ·ut that the mind~ acti UO' upon th<'ir 
lH·niuR, ,-er, tho ·c th ohJ hero anJ the lame di ·iu ·, 
and not theit· own young ·ln.stic out·. 1 ·um row.; oth l' 

ca:f'.· mi<,.ht be cited from the r c r<L, but the e at 'ot·cl 

• U<·l~ conclu~iYc proo · of th truth of P::chorn t1·y, that 
it i..: 'lwJiy unn cc: ·ary to multiply te~timony upon the 
su~jcct. 

Th discO\'cty f th' sctcnc is one of areat pl'acti .al 
importance. It· principle· has uch an cxtcu ·,. cot
ncction with the C\' ry-uay a(l'air of life, that it ·ould be 
irnpo;:-;ib1e to carry out all necessary reform in so ·ic y 
and O'O\·crnrnent without its aid. A knowl dcre of it. 
pl'inciplc · enable: us to co1 prcl ml many occurrence~ in 
pr·iyatc •. well a public life, which haY hitherto b n 
in Xf}licmblc. 

A littk lawyer, who haJ never gi\·en much indication 
f talent and who ·c habits amJ m .. unt'l' \' l' anything 
l·c than O'fCl \"C and. Ui l7 llifiCU 1 Wa 1 t ( 1 thr ucrh part. 

in{ ucncc, to the office o · Prc:si<lent Judge of th our of 
'omu on Plea·. Th s ·ion~ f the ~ 'upt·eme Court w r·o 

],cld in the couuty court-hou~cs which ou u w Judg had 
1o o cupy on hi::s circuit. The Hupreme bcuch \\'as then 
Hll d by the best talent of the stat -men of gr at o-ra v
i ty and di CJ'nit: anc..l pt·ofonnJly learned in t 1e law. It 
wa · ,..oon noti tJ that ou little Jud!!C had muJero-one a 
mo:-t remarlmbl · tran formation of habits ml matmer.:. 
Ou taldn(J' his -cat iu the court room, h would it bolt tp
right, "'ith nt throwinu up hi'" feet on the dC'.:I\ before him, 
a~ he h .. cl b n vont to do. IIi' Yoicc became s altered 
i 1 it~ tone, as clo ·ely to r ·emble th .. t of the 'upt·cmc 
J lH.lcrc \\'ho had pt·c>cedell I im in be occupancy of the S<'R.t. 

And 'U h wn th lc•arucd manner in which h n-an· hi 
opinion· and uttered hi· cicci.~ion.-:, tl at, had it n t he n 
t 1at the monk c.- wa di ·ccl'niblc in hi;:; tt·~'lnge mi.:appli-

7 
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cation of legal term , h might have been mi tal·en for tlw 
SupremP Judae, by those ,., ho hould overlook the diiler
encP in sizP and pPrsonal appearance. Thi remarkable 
tran ·{ot•ttntion wrts a matter of great astonishment to his 
friends. llut had they under tood the cieuce of Psy
cltom try, their a toni hment would at once have cea ed. 
'rh<'y would have known that the Snp erne Judge, in occu
pyincr the :seat in the court r om, had imparted to it a 
copiou- ~upply of the nerz:auric fluid from hi per on; and, 
that the little .Tudo-e, by the fundamental contact with the 
. eat, had ab~orbed the nervous fluid of the pre-occupant, 
and tlm had ccomP wholly subjected to l i mind, anJ 
con train d t exhibit all the characteri ic ravity, dig
nity, and learning, that the upreme Judge him._elf, ha•l 
been accu. tomed to display . 

. A fpw ypa~ ince a candidate for tbe Pr(> idency 
pledged bim elf to tl1e people, that if elected: he \\·oul•l 

' wan- in the footstep of hit=~ illu tliou pr·edPce.;:$0 :· Tt 
,. a not th n unde1· tood to what ext nt this pl u;:,c ~•oulJ 

ecurP th ~afety of hi admini tr tion. H '·a::s of -
c e-dincrly impre ~ible character, and very ocial in hi~ di.
po ition. It had long been ]·nown t} at l1e \Ya~ liable to 
re eivP donblP imprP ion~ and had often ad,·ocatcd, u·st 

ne. set of opi ion and then another: to . t b 311 P.·ten ., 

and in ~uch a non-committal mannet·, hat all parties ft·e
quently claimed him. 'Ihi e mingly erratic cour~e caJ1 
b asil: xplained on the p ·inci1 le of >.ychometry. 
Hi contact witl1 different individual of oppo it£' pnrtiP:s, 

impre._ ~cd hi· mind with opposing OJ inion. , and 1 d 
flU h int rmin~ding and oufu ·ion of thought , a. o place 
him u wn not -commi tal crronm . But thi. :seP.minr" dc>fect 
in hi. chal'~ ctcr, as the t·e-ultl"l prO\·ed wa one of hi 
greate. t PXc('llenci s. Placed in tlte Pt·e~idPntial chair, 
th n tf•eminrT dth he nen•aurir. n lill from the noble atld 
enercretic hero of tl II rmitau- he i npre.~~ ible a pit·a11t 
to the rc i<l nc •, could: in good fait pledge him elf for 
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th . nfcty of l1i cou 1try. fl; :itti1 cr clo~ ·l: in the P1 P..·i
d nth) ~~air, and walking ear ·fully in th her ·~ loot. t · . , 

h' could keep bin :;cl · ·on. tan ly ~ t trat d with hi: ner-
·auric inH u·u ·c, and th 1 • it would be i1 po:. ible fo•· him 

to rr, ci I! r ·u ac i n or jn<lrTrn nt, bccau · h mu~l at 

all tim<"s, thinl·, fe •1, and aet, like the good old l cro, aud 
th COUJ r. be a ·a e a~ it had b 11 lltld J~ li • ndmini ·
tration. 

But th mos r markable cvnfinn<. tion o tl <' laim: of 
PLychomctry i.· ound a {i .w' arlS 1. 1 'r in· th . ca~ r n 
.andid. t for th • \.,.i ·c-P1· idcnc). Bcf, r hi. cl ·tiOJ , l1c 

had mo t ' pplicit]y a. OWC'd hi ard nt ttnchmcnt to wl i•• 
1 rin •ip]e Th h t·o of ·orth B H<, ''"hn: nam lu ndC'll 
th ' tic \:e which c. rri ~ l the C'le tinu, d'' not 1i ,. 

noun-1t to impnrt d ·id d n l' •nuri · imp•·c::; ~ ion o h 
Pre. i l n ial ·hair. 'l'h 'i c-Pr ·id nt, n b ·coming i s 
> ! up. n t, ·oon b .!.;'Ull to ' m·er iu hi ~ politica I cour e. 
The dc(•p dcmoct·atic impr :~ mJe upon ·he. chair, uy th · 
l•cro of the li •t•mi • g 

r m. incd in full force. 

· · infTly impl't:~. ibl , aud, ) id ~) 1. d ~tron(l' nou(l'h 

pr tlil cti n. tO\Yanl demo r c~, t pr y nt any r pul~ion, 

n his n::-:nminrr the chait•. n:cqu ntly, hi mind wa: 
:-;oon r ud('f ·d quiescent, aml hL hrail bt·ough . com
pi t ·ly til dC'r l.b · c 1 t1·ol of th n •rv· uric ~piJ·it f him of 

the Ill'n Jitarr that l c . o n b cat as t] n rati in all 
hi.· fe lin"~ aud a ·tion., a could} a'e be n dc·ir--d by the 
mo ·t zc. 1 u of dmt party. Thi.· t tal r yoJution in the 

pini n nnd conduct of th irnpr : ·ih1 Pre. idcnt, can be 
a il) .·plain d ou tl c priuc.ipl · of P ychom tl'y, and i$ 

a mo ·t triumphant pl'Oof of the truth of thi ci nee. But 

i d ~.· mot·c than prove th trutl of I. y homc.try. It 
I 'arl: p · nt:::; ut .. mode b · \"hich a] ' th tn 

gO\ Nnm nt ·, fi·om her ditary ucces..:iou, or frequent elcc-
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tions of chief ma(ristrates, nay be obviat The ruJe 
would be thi : first place at tbe head of goYernment, a 
man of ound judrrnt nt, clenr di crimination, profound 
kuowletlgc, and incorruptible patrioti m. Aft r hi t l'IU 

expir ·, elect a 1ucce~sion of impres iblc p r on , to fill 
the cl 'r or tate, '•hose mind ' coming under the i flu
l.!llC of the ner\·auric fluid left in the 1 at by the fh t, 
·hail, v 1· after, riO'iclly copy his example! 

'rhiH syskm of uecession would be a fundamental 
mode f p i·petuatiug the wi ~dom and patriotism of 
nati naJ ru1er . And, urely this go,·ernm nt ... hould 
have shi·ewLln ss noua-h to aYail it ·elf of the 1ight 1 of 
the science of 1> ychometry, to guide it on\ ·ard in it glo
rious career of progress. lf it hall not adopt the :.\le~
meric principle of action, already di cu sec.l, it wil1 be 
inexcu.-ablc in ne"lecting the P ychomch·ical. In the 
adoption of the latter, the people need not inquh·e if th 
candidate po. e s profound tal nt and ]earning, but. nl~· 

\'h th r h has a hi"h degr c of im re. ibilit ·! Ill' 
man or woman, o matter which, who, on holding a pi c•· 
of bra s in the hand, can soone t taste it in th. mouth, 
would most promptly ab orb the nerYauric i11tiu nee lt•om 
the 1 resid ntial chai · and, con equently, make tl c be::.t 
and safe t chi f magi tJ.·atc. And we would here ju=-t 
hint, that there ar ·o many of both cxe~~, who, in th it· 
COUutenance::J, con~tantJ) W ar incontestible Yid lCC f 
1heir ha ·ing been in c1o proximity to bra~:sy sub-u nee', 
that vcn this singl experiment miO'ht be di p n ed ·ith, 
and th choic mad accordino- t the amount of brazcn
u 1 a •·cady appearing in th f; c ! But if a b. d 1 an ot 
en 1·crctic ch.:uac e1·, o"iant mi1 d, nd towcrin"' ambition, 
houhl evet· occur · ~ tb Pre ·idcn ia1 chair and intr duce 

mca-urc · ubn~t·.·i\· ·of th nation'· liberti , l-) chom try 
teach u that it would be at th p ril of the cow1try that 
an im ·t ~,·ihle p 1·son shoul b cho en to . ucc d him; 
because th" ucce sor mu t, u ce·:sarily, ,b.:.orb the u r-
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v uric inllucnce th .. t had cmaua tl from the pr -occu
pant of the chair, and p •rpetuatc hi .. policy. 

But the principl ':~ of }l:ychomctr. ·, m. y be as ad,•an
tao·eou~ly appli d to the affair, of private Jifc, a to thoLe 
of public tation:::. n many fan ilic · th r i::. a he cdi ary 
.·en. c of ropricty n. love of juL ic , n. nobl ·neo':is of ·m I, 
\'llich, feu generations, characterizes < ll it::. membe-r~. 

' h n cxc ption..., m·i ·c, it L where a member ha. p< ...... cd 
from und r the family influence and been uQjected to that 
of pe1 ·or1 po c, iug dill' rent inclination .· The c fau -

ilics mu t have iu thci1· pos es.-iot a ft ' n r ·aurous .. uh
:tanc s, impt· s~ccl by :ome high . ou]c<.l ancestor, or cl::; • 

ha ·c ~uch a nativ tr ngth of 11 im.l that th ir htaiu can 
uot l> u d hy others for mean purpo. es. 

n othet· families, thel'e ·~ a hereditm·y or instinctive di.·
po. ition to tattle, and lander, and mal·c mi ·chief among 
lleiu·ltuor , thu r ndcring h 1 sch· .. ::-1 a cur. c to the social 
circJ in wl1ich they dweJl. The innocent inoflen h· , 
moclt;. t, refined, and Lcantifnl, in t •ad of e capin;;- their 
rti\'Y and malign'ty, ar' urc to com in for ~ louhle por
tion of the'· malicious lib hs. ... • w, thou"h th ~ · t] ing~ 

·were w ·ll known, . nd "Jil·c mother, llke dauo-ht r,'' had 

become a cm·t· nt proverb· yet none could ~ol •c the mrs-
1") f tlle pcl'p tuation of uch p rniciou ~ hahi l'l in pa.r

ticulal' ftunilic ·. It "aF only known that such ,,·ere th 
fact~ and many a prudent n othcl" ha. ... ~aid to he1· on, 

·I n e ting out in ]i~ , '"lool~ veil to he famil ' of the 

o·'rl you like, befor you mal'ry .'' 
But aU thc:se thinfrs can be ea..;iiy e.·plain d on th prin

ciples of Psychom tr·y. And we may here remarlc: that 
it i. utt rly impo . ibic to c timate the cyiJ.:5 that ru·e float
inoo down the tide of tim irom th machination· of the 
witches. :\ hil they lh e, they are ahl to bewitc 1 their 

hundr c.l , and render them mi.~ ra.hlc. 'Vhen t lCY di , 
th • l m·e behind 1 m, t th ir children, thot ~ands 
of material substanc s, with \ rhich they ha,-e been in 
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cnntnct, a1 cl o whi h the · h, ,. im pm· etl Lh ir ncrvaurlc 

i npre .-ion:. Thu~, a loci· of hair, a nig·ht-cnp~ a dre. s, 
h u- tilt, bl. nl t, b d ·tcad, c •ail·, tea pot, fincreJ'-ril g, at

riner, )I' any th r Ol'lh m ntal or l.l" ful ar i I , coming down 

in a famil: conn ctiou, may impart, to it m rub r , all that 
hatr d f th 10\ J: ( nd the pur , that char. cteriz d the 
0 ·i;;innl . r\'. nt or 1 .. tan, who c di< bolical disposition i~ 

th · p rpctunt d in het· po tt>rity. lndiYidual u dcr uch 

inllnence ·,. re a]\\'ay eeldna ior :;orne per on or thing to 
hate. The beautiful, the lo\ely, th gcne1·ou , the noble, 
ommand not their ,. 1 ration anti r ~p c . Y ulture-like, 

they deJic .. ltt to rr' l in J'Ott nne:; at d putridit ·. 
~ ow, it i. \'ident that w ha,· discoYered, by h aid 

of r~rchom tt'.' the tnte Ol'iC7ill of t li=:posi ion to tatt e 
and slander, and to cheri -h hatt· d, a d malice a1 d nvy . 
.. \11 st ch per ons, vheth r in th low st OJ' hiahest walks 
of life- ,·hether on the bench. in the leo-islatiYe h~ ll, ot· 
he pulpit, a.re related to "·itche.:;- ither directly or collat

erally. ' h u ,·cr, h t' fot·e, any one i found guilty of 
ind llgino- in any of th e diabolical habiL, it i p1·ima 
facie evidence of their being d ~ nded from witch . 
But tben, tlwugh thi mu t e humiliating to th pride of 

orne fanili ) t tie c\·il i not\ ·ithout i ~ r medy. · And 
if no other (7ood than this re uh to mankind from the 
science of V.:'ychometry its di. co\'Cl' r mu t t" nd forth as 
one of the 0'1' t ·t ben fa tor. of the aCl'c. A!:l th e\'il 
ha it m he c nta t o • fa1 tilie · 'ith ncrvaurous 

y wit he~, r by tho e inh ritinrr theit· 
dispo. ition~, so the r m d~ is to d ~troy al1 l'eli ~ and 
prop t·ty lles end d fr m . uch nnl'C:--tol's, aud t procur a 

new ·nppl) fi'Ou fc:. ndy ~ann ctiou of opposite habit . 
Th l' • re o l cr \'C'll s be;;ide:-. tlwse euum ·rated, that 

haY hith 1·to p11zz .,-d th m st learned but whicl can 
now he .·plai u ~d, :;;atisfactori1y n th pt·it1cipl s of P ) -
chom try. J'- tnan f philo phi tum of mind, but high 

impres ibilit), i seen to wander f1·om the cit· and to 
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uu·tlitatc> \\ ithin the fore~t :-hade. Away from warm tmtl 
clit:sl) slrr>l't,;, tilt' cooling breeze induces drow~ine,:~, :,o 

tltat lw Ia~:; him down beneath an elm urnbra~eou!<, and 
balmy l'let•p :;oou lockM him fu::st in Iter crnLracc. Xt•ar 
h), a earca,_., full of living larva:, decompo,.ing lie;:;. \Yitlt 
thi:-~ community it i:; the eating a~t', and th:tt of pt•ogt't'·:l 

and dP\"Ciopmcnt, and not the period of their lo\'cs. \\'itl1 
c•ach, affection'::~ tit•s t·each not to ClltC more than anotltc•t· 
of the nunwrou:; ntu~s. The :-ocial !'~stem undc1· \~hic:h 
they dwell, include:~ tt-n thousand living things, togt·thl't' 
houracl, not IJy alfC'ction \; coni and all tho:se tendt•t· ti<,., a 

f>arcnt or a lo\'t·t· f<•el:~, but only h) -<uch instinct:- a:; the 
worm to worm can ha\'c, whilt• all upon the putrid lle:-!J 

Hub,.i:-~t. A bird alight:<, a riclt rcpn:<t to mnkc upon tlw 
tC'ndc>r worms. In len.\ ing, one il:' dropp<'d from oil' tlw 
load it bears to ft~<·d its young. Th" lucky la~va of t!tn 
future fiy de:;cend:< upon the curled mustache, ben<'alh the 
,It•rpC'r',; no~e, and di: .. appear" li·01n 'in\·. J\n hour pn,.::C':s, 
and, awak<.'tl, he ~<tarli for home a~ain, hut not a:s forth lw 
ClllliC upon hi~ walk. A new :sensation has po:ss('ssion or 
hi!l brnin. Attachments for the iudi\'iduaJ are 00\1 tim•v!'l' 
lo:<t, and IO\'C' of wife and child is :;rllifhnt'::;s in th<' cxtrcm<• 

'J'h(' a:<pirattOih of his great, exp:uu.ling :<oul, an• :-o en
larged, the entire· wol'ld is in:--Hilicil'nt lor his care. But 
f'arth i::: all hi,; hand can reach, and he n•soh es that, lwnce
fortlt, he will guard it well Thing" \\'ith men and nation:<, 
too, he :sees, hm<' ton:;(' hecn out of joint. He loud pr·o 
claims his plan to uriu~ a1jn.in the golden age, and hun 
drcds join to giH pt•dl-ction to hi:; ~du·nl.<'. .\nd long IU' 
toib, to Luild among the =-on,.. of lllcn, one broad, <'\pan
:-i\'f• hrothcrhoud, in \\ hid1 matt·t·nal tcudcmes:< :<hall be 
unknown, pat<'rnal rare become a thing- utn\ ortlt) of the 
name of man, and people liYC, )ike t•ater·pillars Ill tlwit· 
w<•b. Til<' world looks on in l'Corn and laughs, and sa)::~ 
his reason ':s lost. But still h<' toil:< i11 hope that other 

crenl'rations, as the·\' ri:.e, .. hall know, not· father, mothct·, "' . 



104 OLD UILI.Y 't'cO~:\ELL, 

brother, sislm·, child, but that allcetions or such :selfish 
mold shall be erased fl'om human heat·ts, anu loYe to uni
vct'Sal man predominate in every sou I. lie fails, and dies. 
The doctors then dissect his head and find a maggot in hi;; 
hmin. Psychomctrr explains "Hh case this case which 
"'''ems so strange. The insect's mind had gt·eater strength 
than the philosophe1·'s, and partly held his brain in its 
control, bcgcttiug speedily, thet·ein, the notion of the only 
social system that it understood. And thus this science 
shows how ideas new and strange may take possession 
of the minds of men, by contact with inferior things, and 
make them think that man, who, godlike, stands supreme 
among the li\·ing things of earth, 'Yould haYe his joys in
creased, if suuk in being':~ :scale, unto the lcYcl of those 
half developed animals, that care for nought but food, and 
never feel Jove's holy passion in their hemts, not• look for 
bliss beyond the present hotll'. Such men haYe always 
got a maggot in theit· brain! 

There remains sc' eral other points of view in ·which the 
science of Psychometl·y i:> of primal')" impot'tance. As its 
full claims cannot be clearly understood, without additional 
cxtJ·acts from the writings of its discoYerer, we ask atten
tion to the following ~entences, collated so as to give a 
true iclea of the writer's ,·ie\\'s. 

"If then, mun, in e\·ery act, leave:! the impression, or daguerreotype 
of his mental being upon the ~cenes of bis life and :mbject:< of his action, 
we are by this law furni~hed with a new clue to the history of our race. 

* * * The po.~t is entombed in the present! The 1\'orld is its 
own enduring monument: and tl111t whith i~ true of it3 physical, is 
likewise true of its mental career. 'rhe di~co\'eric~ of P::>ychmnetry 
will enable us lo explore the hi~tory of man, as those of Geology 
enable us to l'Xplore the hi:;tory of the (•urth. There are mental fos
~il$ for the Psychologist. o.s \\'ell as mineru I fo~sils for the Geologist; 
and I belir\·e that, hereafter, the Psyl·holngi~t and thr Geologist will go 
hand in hom!- the one in portraying the earth, its animals and its veg
etation, while the otllcr portray:; the human beings who ha\•c roamed 
over its :;urface i11 the shadows ami darkness of primeval barbarism ! 
Aye, the mc:ntal telescope is now discovered, which may pierce the 
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dt'plh . .; of tl1c pa l and Lring us in full ,·icw of all the grand and trn,.ic 

pn . an· . of nnci nt hi tory ! * * * \ tlra.winrr or P• intinrr ' ill 
COli\' y, a: ftcctunlly :t: a I tt r. the cone plion o it, author, and his 

Ilt ntnl fibrt. i 1 it:o prodnction. * * * It i nccc::"arr only for tlw 
psychom t r to come into t·ontact with om thinrr upon whi ·h the 

nuthor ha: nflixc•l the :tar 1p of hi peculiar indi\·idua!ity. * * * In 

thu. ·.·pi riurr a portrait or a drawing, the P~'ychorneter n t on': ou
tain an idr.a of Lh arti,.: but nl:o cone i .. ·e. th' idea which the arti. t 

ntcrtaiucd of his suhj ct. The nmc principl · i.· equally arplicablc 

to nu orrraph . * * * [ think it hirrhly probabl that, hy the appli
cation of thi. principl , ~he cha!"ms of history may be ~upplied. · 11 a 
glirnp"e may he obtain c.l of unrecordrd ag e ilnd nation: '·ho.-;e arly 
hi. tot·y i. lo. t in darkn . . . The ancient manu cript , paintiJI"s and 

oth •r worh f art, whicl1 . till xi t- the crucitixe , garm nt~, armor, 
and other anci nt relic , . tiiJ pre. en·ed- arc doubUc~~ t:tUJ instinct 
with t 1 ·piri that protluc d th 111, nnd capable of re,· ·uliurr, to p.y
chom tric C'X]Iloration, lhc lidn r rcalitic. with which th y wcr once 

coune .t d. * * * The p ·ychometer i.· not limited to a perc p ion 
of th thoughts of the writ r at the mom nt, Lmt appr ciat ~. hi. ntir 
b 'n"-cntcr into lli cmotiotv-hi~ r lation to .·oci ty, and lti 
pa t hi tory. Ay , in many in.·tanc • , the wltol car er of the individ
ual is op 'ned out lief rc the ob. r\'er, and h tt•ac • that tarcer from 
childh otl to dC'ath. I.ct u:; apply thi~ princip)c. oultl w' nbtaiu 
any relic of .Tuliu. r.r. ar, of ic ro, or Plutarch -of Pcricl ~,Pinto, 
or 'olon- o J I r d th Gre t, onfu iu ·, ot· . [ohamm d- the and nl 

writiwr:- of the llimloo., r thl; hiel'orrlyphi~. of ·.gypt- and could \\'\! 

from th ~<C evoke th picture of the pu~<t, at' we Jo from an ordinaJ) 
nul.nusct·ipt how thriJling would b the inter ·t with which w Fhu 1ld 
1i ten t thi. r ul'r •ction of Jo t hi~ tory! \Yhy hou1d thi. · he impo.--

ihl ! Do · tlw mental imprc.!iion · nttacl1 d to a manu~cript e,·cr 

cvaporatc1 or b com cflac d ? Docs the old manu cript ca. e to be 
lc"illl to p~ych metric power wbcu a certain number of year: haye 
elapF-cd ! It rna) be that thcr ar ~.:ertain limit. to tl c:;e xperiments, 
or certain difliculli ;; in th way of tl1cir exten ·ion, but I ha\·c not y t 

found nny manu:;cript • o old n · to h beyond the reach o thi. melhud 
of exploration. The ·uta f'ta.ph · of Franklin, \\"u ·hington, J n· r Oll 1 

Burr, Knox, Schuyler, and other:; of the Revolution, ga\' prompt aud 
distinct imprc ·sion ·. Th old • t. manuscript which I haYe ubject c.l to 

su h investigation~. \\'U that of a clergyman of the hurch of Eng

land, dated 'n 1637.''* [It ga ·c. ati factory rc ponse ·.] 

• Journal o · .llan \'ol. l, pp 147, 14 , 149. 
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But we mu t limit o :tr extract.:, important a· h y ar . 
The follo\ ·ino- p ragra1 h ho' · v r, is so c · ential to ·us
tain u. in ou ·deductions that it must not be omitted. 

". \_ lady of vigorou and well cultivated i1Jte1lcct, but of very delicate 
hy ical con ·titntion, who had fine p ychometric po" er .• wa , ne\'er
hele.. :o . ympathetic and excitaLle, "" to be ometime. completely 

carried away by the intluence of th character which h dc:-;cribe., and 
Jo;·e all . elf-control. The autu<rraph of }lr. Cluy, e. pccially, produc d 
tlli~ influence up n her. She oon b came ·o po e etl of it pmt, 

· to feel her:elf a di:t.ingui. h d public character, eng rred in matters 
of great moment; and forgetting entirely the experiment, she replie~ 
haughtily to the qne ·tion. which I propo ·ed, a though . he con idered 
them quite impertinent or in ultiniT,,,.. 

Thi lady wou d, unquestionably, make a first-rate 
President, to ·ucceed the pre nt incumbent, and her name 
ouaht not to be kept a seer t from the public. Iler ca e 
fnlly u tain u in our deduction, that the mind of cer· 
tain impressible p r on , are r ndered quiescent vhile the 
spirit residing in the auto.rJ•aph takes pos e ion of th.e 
brain and control itt~ Yolition . But ·e ha 'C not yet by 
any mean r ached the limit to which the principles of 
P ychometry mny be applied to human afrai.r~. Take 
a.J. oth r xtract : 

1' But it may be a:.ked by the practical man, cannot this power br 
applied to the daily purpo;e- of life, a wc11 as to the exploration of 
hi ·tory 1 \V'by ·hould it not a 'i tour inquirie Into the guilt or inno· 
cence of tho:;;e who are arraigned before our court of law ~ I know 
no r a ·on why it . hould not. Indeed have no doubt tl1at, with the 
proper mean. and arrantrement for tb irwe. tiga.tiou f character. a 
. cientifi tribuna) for the deci:.ion of nll controver.ie between m· nand 
man micrht be e. t bli h tl, \\'hiclJ \\ < u)d om much nearer to xact 
ju:tice than we can po:. ibJy reucll b) our pre:ent cumbrow; judicial 
. y:t m and la"· · or evidence. To propo.·e • uch a tribunal would at 
the pre cnt tim , be premature: hut there is no rea. on wby the. ci· 
ence hould not contribute its light to 'lucidate any ob cure fac ·, o: 

tt·ait! of · hnract r, which may have a bearinno on the ca e that i tried.. 
If the jury, and th public genernlJ)r, \\ere aware of the power of p y-

• Journal r~f ilfo.n., v I. , p. 154. 
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chornctry, the statement of thP results of n psychomPtricnl im·estigation, 
unul'r proper circumbtances, would baH' a decisive influencl' upon 
thl'tr opiniou. * " * l hove no doubt that this kind of te~timony 
,,. ill be introtlnCl•d into courts, after thr principii's u f p:.ychornetry haw• 
become grnrrally known and rstabli"lu•d. In the delkateclassof ca.~rs 
urising from lunacy, as wrll a~ in thosr invoh·ing high crime•, then• 
arr no mt•thot!s of rxploration whicl1 can comparr with psychomrtry, 
as to the powrr of ascertaining the t.rutb or fnlsrhood of thr chargrs. 

* * * If the individual accuscu of crime, or lunacy. has writtrn a 
number of letters during thP pPrio!.l embraced by the accusation, hi~ 
mind may bP trncPd through all thr phases of !'XcitemPnt to which it 
was subjPcteu, and the truth or falst'hoou of thP chargl' clearly a~cer
tainPd. * "' "' Thl' establishmPnt and usc of ~uch powers, for thP 
discol'l'ry of innocence and guilt, will ha1•e a most salutary inf!U<'II('P 
upon sociPty. * * * 'rhe knowl!'dg!' of such nn imprO\'Pment, in 
our mrthods of studying mankind, will havr n powrrful intlurncr in 
checking crimP. The tpmptation to crime aritiPs from the hopl' of 
.. ecnring an PScapr. ]lut whPn the criminal kno\\'s that the Ar:;:-u>
ryc,; of hb fl'llow-bpiugs arP capable of tracing him through all tiJC 
dl'l'ious ways of his lifr- when he knoll'S that his srnPt acts, his 
criminal dPsigns and attempts, all lie bare bPiim· thr spiritual eye of 
man- he will find himself compeliPd to abandon his ct·imrs. "'hen 
thus socirty, with :tll-l>PPing but l.JpnrYolrnt !'yes, .. uperintt'nds his 
movements, and with its millious of strong arms rc:>acht's forth to lend 
him back into pttths of peace and virtuP. thrrf' will be an !'nd of the 
high crimPs that now disgrace our people. The recog-nition and l!l' ll

eral cultil·ation of P:>ychometry, when among tllP millions of psycho
metric ~per» thC're will be mPn of thP highest ordPr of genius, talent, 
and wisdom, will fully realize these hope~. 'l'hP introduction of this 
sciPnce will operatP like the introduction of brilliant gas light~ into 
thP dark and cri me-hauntPd strE'Pts and allrys of a populous city. The 
crimes which prr1•iously re1•clPd in security, will br compellt•d to re
treat f'rotn thr lmninous thoroughfare. X ot ouly will the criminal be 
held in chrck, but all of us will fet'l thl' monitory and restraining influ
Pnce of this knowledge. \Vhrn we !wow that, in Pvl'ry act of our 
lives, we arc trueing a biography which may be read by a thou~and 
eye~;-when we know that it i$ utterly impo~>iblc> to be ~cltbh or 
l'iciou~ ami co nepal the fact- when we know it is uttl'rly impossible 
to g"<~in crrtlit for virtue, without haYing it in our inmost naturc>-nnd 
that if WI' do chPri~h noblP l!entim£'nts, thry will uot he concPaled 
from the eyes of tho~c we rf'sppct- wliPn we know, in short, that wr 
shall appear to others, in all things, as we reaUy are,- many will wake 
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up from thetr hollow and hypocritical life to the cultivation of real vrr
tue; and all will feel in their private Jives, the same restraining, yet 
elevating influence which is produced by the presence of a good friend, 
before whom we are ashamed to indulge any little exhibition of a 
6t> lfish or a petulant spirit.''* 

\Ye here close our extracts. They supply ample means 
to estimate the length, breadth, hight, and depth of the 
~cieucc of Psychomeu·y. vV c need not enumerate, in de
tail, the endlel:!s variety of modes in which its principles 
may be usefully applied. With the extracts before him, 
the intelligent man can readily comprehend its inestima
ble value to mankind; and a few points, clearly stated, 
will enable the uninte!Iigent, also, to aYail themselves of 
it.'> ad,·antages. ~ 

As there are mental fossils for the psychologist, as well 
as mineral fossils for the geologist- as man in every act, 
leaves the impression of his mental being upon the scene,.; 
of his life and the subjects of his action-as his ncrYaura 
is imparted to everything he touches - we cannot look 
forward, but with high expectations, to the day when Psy
chometry will become the chief study of eYcry class of 

society, and its principles be applied in all the relations 
of life. \Vhen that day comes, ten thousand articles, at 
present worse than useless, will be eagerly sought after 
and plll'chased at any price. The IoYer, poet, noYelist, 
historian, judge, lawyer, sher iff, constable, magistrate, 
teacher, mini:;ter, a nd editor, will each be more capable, 
an hundred-fold, than at present, of performing their du
ties and executing their purposes. It is well known, that 
each efficient ~<tudcnt and professor, in geology, mineral
ogy, palreontology, ornithology, entomology, and botany, 
a1·c now exerting themselYes to secm·c cabinets of speci
mens to illustrate thcit· rc:spcctiYe sciences; because, with
out suclt aids, for illustration, no one can be a successful 
student, or professor, of any of these branches of the 

• Jo11rmd of Man, pa.ges 149-152. 
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natul'al: ·icnce . Ptoychornetry, too, wh •n it::-;hall h prop

{'t·ly ' :-:t i mated, wlll 111ulu~ lnrcre demand.· Jor cabin t • of' 
11{ n aurott: at·t icl •:-:, to b u.: in the hn c:-tigation: of th 
.·tud nL· and t a(;h •r: of thi~ mo ·t pot nt of ~ 11 th :;ci

t'llC ·.:. Then, a I th old coat·, hat·, cal , >on 1 t:o:, glo ·c:-; 
.l10c ·,boot·, ·a~·, nwt u ·cripls, and autogr· p 1 · -1 ow ly
in•r UJ h • 1 d 'u str ts,, 11 ·.r ·, public hiohway , lumber 
room:, umTet:.:, dra\\' ,.,. ·, and des! :S- ·.·ill ach t ufo d th · 
• "'I'Ct hi ·tory of an incJh·idual, a family, ur a nei•rhbol'

lto ll and be as aa rly ami cat·efully C'ralhcred for · ·i-
n ihc, literary, hi ·tod , police, judicial. and go ---ipit (r 

puq>o c·, a.~ ar the mo t ,·a]uabl minm·al fos·il. nm · 
<'011 ct •(l to lu idate the pakcontolo~y of tl car·th. 

s any one doubt this: I t hjm look .. a mom nt at the 
pt·acti ·al 0 ) J·ation' of r~ychom try in lh common atfail'.' 
of life, and lis :k ptici:m mu t Yani~h for \ e1·. 

Each bouquet of flower~, e\·cry written note, finO'm·-riug, 
m· oth '1' a.l'ticlc, 1·ecei\ eel by a young lady.ft'ot 1 a g ~ntl -

man, It · imprcs~ d upon it th 7Url'(Wf'ic fluid of' t} c' wt·i
t I' of ' · n te, or g\· .r of the g-ift. If J is n akin•,. net
vane s ·n the chanwt .r of a o\cr, :she In tl.J mcau,.t, in 
th a1tick~ coming- fr011 I iJ 1 of infallibly te. tincr the :in
c l'it~- of his heart. The mon enL ·h can bta.i.n l c d 1-
h 1', par th fe of the imp1· · ·ibl J>~~ h metcl', the 
' hole truth of the c .. ,e cau he t·evea.l d to th anxiou: 

maid n, and Lcr . uitor. 'hot esty of purpo ·c fuUy d ter

m it t'Cl. Thu::, at ' the d ·ch· r be ptomptly d teet d, : nd 

hi. di.·houomblc d< ·ig-11 • deica d; while the tru lo · r 
may at oucc be I .. nO\\'tl. and hi.~ nd,·ru1c ·s ncout•ncred. Jn 
t] i · way will P~ychom tt-y pul an end to nil coqu tting 
a1td deception hetw ell th sex ::, and a hl'okcn-heartcll 
mnid n, ot· Ji:appoint d ·wain, b come a being lmown 

only in hi ·tor~· ! 

rrhc poet and 110\' li ·t, hith rto Cl"atnp d for int resting 
incid nt nud Yari t ~of ·l. rae r, can btain ample ·up
plies o ' both, hy ~Bing out the 'a ·t store~ included it 
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the 11et·,·aurou article with 'rhich their garret will theu 
be amply filled. To the touch of the · mpt·es.:;ibl P~y-

homet t·, each nervam·ou. article, in their P~ychomct1·ic 
cabin ts, WilJ impart a Ui tinct ta)e of joy Ol' Sorrow, of 
pain or plea 'Ut·e, of hopes rea 'ized or expectation· bla ·ted, 
of sc ne of conjugal ft licity ot· pictures of dome tic 
wretch dncs , of the performance of untold acts of bene\·
oler ce, or the perpetration of innumerable crime . Th 
daily telecrraphic dispatches are not more impm·tant to tl1c 
editm· and man of bu inc s, in FUppl. ing a con taut ~to k 
of curl·cnt ne v:: nud notices of the Yariations in the mar
kets, than w·n he t e science of P ·ychometry to the5e two 
cl " s of literary men. ln ·tead of tortm-incr heit· imag
ina ions for the production of oricrinal idea and fi titiou 
~cene , a constant stream of that whi h wi1l be 1 cw. 
trano-e, an tL'U , may he made to pom· in 1pon tl m a 

rapi ly as thrir 1 n can ' 'OI'k up the material . 
The husband a 1cl wife each, hy selectino- au articl, 

v r1 by the other, and suhmittinc-,. it to m in pre ·~·iblc 
kitchen maid, camstrcss, or roft ·;;:ion .. I p . ·chometcr 

n;n ascertain, with ab;;olute rtait t:, th stat of ea.J1 
other's afrcction and the ext nt 1o which the ma1•ria6 · 

ov r i held im~iolate. Clait' ·oyanc ha a1r ady Lccu 
employed for tl1i pul'pos , with the mo:-t d cided r · u)- . 
Bnt J>sychometry nu t alf01·d th urest tc ·t, nml wiH, 
thP.I' for , r cciYe the p•· fc ·ence b.- judiciou:;: pcr:"~On.· . 

Th moral effect, upon hu--hand and wiYC;,., will not b 
difficult to comprrh nd, wh n hey find hem..: h· ' ll . 
sul~j ct of ;u 1 i iou, antl t wt their fid lity is lwin()" tc:t('d 
by P · ·chom )' C< 1 .·perimcnt ·. Juuu· I tillinn·, r C "r
many, in his Pu uma ology a w 1·k rr-<.'en 1y publi ·hed in 
thi · countr·y, und r the ditorial upel'\ i ·i n of >ro[i s oa· 
Bnsl, wh-e a ca~c f a c1ainoyant young woman, w:10 

1 ro~ u to he in communication with the spiritual \\orhl. 
' ' hilc nttendinO' r ligiou m ting , at a 11m-ried gentlc
l latl. ,' hou.. who wa a Y ry h~ mL'ome man, she uttered 
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. u ·h . ullim ancl glorious truth , and predict d "'0 'tall)" 

th'nrr: h t ,. r fulfill d, that Ehc wa: con:--idcrcd iu~pi1·Pd. 

It wa ~ not lowr until th' gil'l, h: her in:--immtion~, indllc(•tl 
lw p opk to form n ,. ·t·' unfaY rabl opinio 1 of th g n
tlcuwn'~ \ ··[! , ·md 1 d both th m, and the ln ·band to h -
licvc that ·he houh.l b a ohort b- God and nan. ··The 
pom· woman,~' say Prot ·:;or ~ tilliu(J', w ·, th r fore, 

confin d in a rcmot placc1 by ord r. ft•om the in ·i ihk 
'·odd; ll!' lo~t h r rea. on and di d radng mad; and tht• 
widow r th n manicd the youucr woman. al:o by nn ord I' 

from hca\-cn." 
Th ·tud nts in ur coll It' , by th , pplication of the: 

principlc:s of Pny ·home try, an d t ct d in all heir 
c:m ning tri ·1~ ·, r i ndol n t habits in a thou: nd w. :, 
unthouCTht of hy tlt pre. cnt race of watchful profc .·or.
aml acrJ - ycd Pr .·id ·ntR. Th i bo k~, I cnkniv ,;;, p 11:-:, 
and bed~- their ·ca · occupi tl during hom':ii of r ·itation. 
m· til chall· u cd at the black-boal'd- their ~oil ;d ~hit·t. 

aml tll'awcr · at t\w \\ aA1-woman s, or toru Y .·t. nnd ct1aL· 

a th tailor' -will ach be mL d a l '11-t. lc upon th 1 1, 

and uul' ld Lhc hi ~tor of l e . e ·r l mi ·chi f th y han• 
•lon , a; w •ll a thnt in cont' pl .. ti 1 . 'I hu ·, tl i: o~ 

tt·on lc ·omc of all creat 1r :, the . tnd nt. will at lal'lt h · 
made to ·i hi to the pJ·ogTc.·. of p ilo:-:ophi al tli.·<'oYcry. 
a.· the Hghtuil g ha:s be n tam d by th au\·ancetncnt of 
. ci nc ! 

The stability of ('roye1·nm nts ·ill b nh. n d by P:'r-
h mctr·y. Hy it the people can di~ ·oY ·r th int ntions of 

rul l'f-1 m tl uPf at their · h m 8 of o1 prt>~.::ion L nd :- 11'
acrcrt·amliz mcut; whilt> tlll' l'lll ·rs n ay d teet th plan;~ 

of ho ti)i )' 01' tr a '0111 thnt IJI, )'be d 'i:-o d by the pcopJ '. 
Unt no\ rmu nt · wilJ d dYe ~tiU .u·tqal r aJntnl:l"(:S ft·om 

th appli ntim of thi, ~ci nc to their fu1·C'ign diplomatic 

col'l' ~·pond n Ilith rto, th ·u·t of diplomacy ha · 
mad the corr ::pondcncc, b twc n cro\ rnmcut:;, m an 

almo~t anything J. c th n th intention of the writel'.s. 
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Now, howeYer, it will be impossible for goYemments to 
conceal their designs toward each other, as any impressi
ble Psychometer, placed in contact with a diplomatic man
uscl"ipt, Ol' autograph, will be able to reveal the secret 
schemes that may have been de,·ised by a prime minister 
or cabinet council, though they may use their utmost skill 
to conceal them in their coiTespondence. It will, there
fore, be utterly useless for nations, any longer to act with 
duplicity toward each other, because their intentions can
not, by any pos:::ibility, be kept concealed. ·we would, 
therefore, urge them at once to adopt a manly, dignified, 
and ingenuous policy; and we do this the more eamestly, 
because it will not only promote the peace and prosperit) 
of the world, but will supply one of the strongest testi
monials of the practical value of Psychometry. 

Mayors, magistrates, and judges, under the reign of this 
science, can much more fully secure the ends of justice, 
than hitherto, as they may g1·eatly multiply testimony to 
establish the guilt Ol' innocence of prisoners placed upon 
trial. After all the witnesses in a case are examinee!, tlw 
cap, hat, shoe, or long-worn ;:;tacking, of the prisoner, will 
re,·eal to the Psychometer, the necessary facts to complete 
the evidence required for a truthful decision. Where wit
nesses step out of the way, or conceal themsel \·es to 
avoid testifying, still the ends of justice need not be de
feated, as all the absenting tdtnes;:;es know of the case, 
can he obtained from any article with which they rna) 
ha\'e been in contact, at any time, after the occurrence of 
tlte events upon w]tich the testimony is demanded. And, 
farther: if an officer in pUl'suit of a person cha1·ged with 
crime, can, in his flight, but come near enough to catch 
the skil·t of his coat, or the angle of his shirt, as it streams 
behind in the wind, and succeed in tearing it off; the guilt 
or innocence of the fugitive can be as fully determined, 
with this scrap of a garment, as though his person had 
!Jcen :;eized and brought into cottrt. T!us remarkable 
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disco\' ry, of the' aluc of nernu.u·ous ub tance ,, in cour·ts 
of ju ·tic is important, not only on account of it own 
intrit :·ic \'aluc; but bcca . it pro\·e.:-, hat our Imnginn.
ti\· J>hilo ·oph r.:, \\'ithout doubt, han· prouTe. ~cd far b -
yond the ancient P.O'yptian~· in their know I d"'c of nature's 

law.. II:td h -ci nee of P ychometry been kno\\'n tn 

the wi c men of E"'ypt, th innocence of Joseph co tld 
haYe been cleatly t hlishcd, by th ,·er · garm ut xhib
it d in proof of his O'Uilt; and his libidinou- accuo:: , 
J te ·ted in h r eonRpiracy, would hm·e b cr thru ··t into 
prL on, instead of th pur minded H br \V boy. 

llut this numeration of ca e , to whi h Psychotucn·y 
may Le usefully applied, must b conclud d, and we ~hall 
·all ttention only to nother point. Tl e ra•r <rathcrcr·s 
who daiJy trax I"e our ities, t pick up ·ery crap of 
pap<.r, cloth, OJ' rng -from gu tcrs, alley~, aud trf' ts, 
mu.·t ])('come yery important pcrsonarrc. and o-reat pro~ 
11 ut l' of puhlic moral~. \ll the ·e article , ha\'ing been 
m contact with the per~ ll~ w!th ·n the buildin•rs, mu.·t e 
im1 r ssed \ •ith their n JTauric fluid. Each tlay, ther fore, 
th ra'r gath rcr '·ill be able to di\·ui(Tc the ec1·et acts of 
th · citiz~n~ duriug the JH' viom: night ancl all th ir mis
doiu~ may ptlblish d, throughout the coun ry, with 
tt•lt•rrr. phic di patch, \'Ct'Y morninO', Thus may col mu-
1 it.- Le a"·cd into propriety of conduct by the fear of ex
posure! 

It mu t now be apparent, from what ha been said, that 
P,.;ycl om tl'y is the greate t di coYery of the age. m d is 
(1P.'tin "d to e.·ert a more potent infiuen "e, in the promotion 
of moral t·eD l' n in tl c world, than any other ) tern pro· 
jcctc within the la t thou and year~. 1. s a mean of 
dct rrin"' p oplc from bad onduct, it is Yastly b tt r than 
the old plan of frin·htcning children aud young foil\~, \Yith 
. les f the ' Black mnn," who 'voulu c l't')" tll m off. if 
tluJ~· ·hould be O'Uilty of naughty a ts . But great as it L, 
we must again remind h readel', that Psychoz ctry is 

s 
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only a reYival of the La~ of Antagoni ms. If in any
thing this new cience may eem to differ from it, that dif
fm euce al'i es fr m a more exten h·e application of its 
Jlrin:ciples. 'fhi will be mo ·t satisfactorily sho\ '11, as we 
proceed in concludin("l' the histo ·y of the black mith and 
his operation . 

Jn his retirement~ the blacl· mith rved in almo t regal 
splendor. The castle and lands which he purchased, were 
beautified and adorned, by him, to tl1e ~ullest extent that 
tbey could be improved by wealth and architectural kill 
From tl e top of the ca tie, which was it tated on a hill, 
a fine view of a most picture que landscape was pre-
entcd ou the one ide, and of the deep blue .;ea on the 

other. If there cmld be a paradi e on ea.rtl , the black
mith' domains were entitled to the name. llut, notwith
tandil 17 this, in his old day , he became r stJcss and 
unea<~y. The period would be at hand, Yery oon, wheu 
the tiftieth yea1', fl·om the :first scene in the blacl· mi11t 
shop, "ould terJninate, and the black:rnith be obliged to 
reckon wHh hi former apprentice. Though he felt the 
greatest confidence in the Yirtues of his di8co\·ery, as a. 
means of protection, yet he could not but m, nife t s me 
uneasin ss as to the 1~esult . As the month , ,,·eel,.s, and 
day rolled past, he :vas observ d to be more and 11ore 
engaO'ed in his study room. He had been procur.ino-, fro n 
time to time, a supply of charmed articles, until the 
g1·eatest pos ible number had been accumulated. His 
collection included the mo~t pot nt of the t\ ·o cla~se -
tltose which attract and those that repel the spirits of ,-il. 
\ :ith these, for y ars, he bad performed numerou CA-peri· 
ment to pro •e th truth of the Law of Antao-oni:::;ms. 

In hi: int rc01.1rse with the leat·ned, the black,;:,mith had 
ascertained, that tltc inhabitants of f·ica are able to 
bring evil upon one an ther, by ecretly placing certain 
articles about ach othees house , r '""h re contact must 
follow. In tbe simple language of the Afr·cans, they are, 
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by this pro •s.' :aid to "mnk witch" for tl 0 ·c th r hate. 
The8c 'tl'ticles poH'-'C • · the power of attracting diseases, or 
C\'il spirit. , to the hou- :l \\"here the ' are concealed, and 
th r ult is th lo s of h •alth, life, oz· rea ·on, by orne of 
th inmat ·. · c r ·ely a d ath occur , \"Cn at thi cb. , 
in .Africa, that i not tmccd to witchcraft as it. cau- , nwl 
trials and execution of witches r numberle ·. Often 
the victim of the witches di. cover the pre· nc of tile 
inf rnal harm , soon aft r tlJCy ha,·e been d po ited, but 
dare not remo •e tl1em, because contact only hastens the 
direful catastrovhc. The only safrty, C\' r [! nd, is in 
kcepincr con tant1y, a out their erson and dwe1ling , a 
plen iful up ply of r pclling charms, to rh c off the r. tal 
di:scasc, or the hurtful demon. The huts of the Africans, 
therefore, are ev r) here found (except in the c'dlized 
coloni . ,) filled with urce-fTrec , or charms. 

Uoth these cia ses of charm at·e man facturcu, by t 1e e 
.~implc son· of natu ·e, it p1·ecisely the :ame manner that 
th nerva uous ub tanccs of our linagin tive Philo oph rs 
arc prepared. • dl charmL rccei \'C tltcir baleful prope~·
ti . fr01 contact '·ith witche~, or per ·ot: )abol'ing L n er 
di a· . The good chann. d rix their ·irt11e:-, as a1rE"ady 
. tatcd, U!'Om contact with persons of opposi e moral char· 
act r. Tl1e belief in the potency of charms, for good or for 
ill, i::~ a· J.>t'eval nt at thi day as in that of th bJacksmith, 
not onl) in Afl'ica, Lut in all heathen countri ; and it is 
~carcely doubt d by at y pa{1"an, that dis a c and demon
in.cal in lu nee ar tran mitt d by l1i mean~. 

That tl1 b lief in the tt·an~mi ~ion of di ea e, by ma
t rial :ubstance , is fo mdcd in philosophical principles, 
ha. been positi rc y a sert d by th great lisco,·el·er of 
} 1 ') chom try. He f'ay : "The clothing of the . .ick, or any

thing \dth wl1ich they h:l\'e been in contact, will, it is 
well l·nown, transmit to heal by on~titutions th ir pecu· 

' hL, thet , is proof po iti\·e, hat 

11 Joumal nf .llafl, vol. i, page 107. 
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the .. 1\frican are not mistaken in uppo ing that disease 
can be transmitted by charmed or nervaurous rticle . 
The tcstimon • we have pre ented, from the work o often 
quoted, i · amt ly nfficient to pro\•e, that nervaurou. 
a1•ticles al o tran mit, '"ith equal certainty, the peculiar 
mental characteristics of those by whom they at' prepared. 
\Y"tch , therefor , without doubt, can impart their malig
nant dispo~itions to other , b pel onal contact, or y 
material sub tance prepared for that ur os ; and so 
l'ully and perfectly can they do tbi , that demon a.1·e 
attract d to the indh·idual so a 'ected, a tt•ougly and 
num t•ously as they are to the p 1·sons of th witch · 
themsel ·e . llut it must be recollected that ''itches haY .. 
power ov r tho e only who e moral character appro.-
imate t eir· own. In all other person , there i such a 
de&ree of antao-oni m of moral character, as eil'ectua11y 
repel witche and demon . But \ •hel'e tl re i: uo 

antarron":sm 1 or but little, witch may, at '"·11, impart 
heir n 1'\'aura, and th render ~uch per·on- objec ~ of 

a traction to Yil spiri , '·ho may t01·tur th m at plet ,_ 
m·c. Tlu i tl philo ophy of ' bewitchiu0 ,'' a d it i tl i 
that make:s the life of a bewitched p r on o intolerable. 

The di covery of the identity of charm and neiTauro • 
article·, i vet·y important, a it giY a ci utific din-nft~· 
and philosophic crrandeur to parran cu~ tom , which tend 
to increa~e onr veneration for pa(Tan prie t and proph t 

- eleYating th m, at 1 a , a hiah i 1 the seal of mol"al 
c ·c llet c a our Imaginati · lhilo.·ophcrs. rr c t·actic 
amouo- th fl.-Cat , of n~neratinu· charm , or idol-· nd 
tru tinrr in them a l ir prot ct01·.~, hn. nil alonrr b a 
t. nounced. by m 11 f the ol .. cieutifi.c chool a con
temptib1 a11d (1 gralling ·up t·~ti f on , and the pi ie t" and 
prophets who pt·c·pm· th m, a de e tabl charlat;m . 
llu 1,:::~) chom ·h·y prove~ that thi is a mi t I-en Yie' of 
the su4jcct a d do 171' at inju ·tic to botli 1 rie ·t and 

· peopl . Th ir· cus om are founded in a knowledge oJ 
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t l1 cfl' ct of nct'Y ~ urou- uhstance , ar d the pi'ie:-:t , in 
pt·cpuriu~ and ~.:elling protectiYc c 1arm::~, or idol , arc 
afro ·ding to the p oplc the only afegt:.m·d against c\·') 
tit y cau obtain. Pagan pdcstH, therefore, must, here
after bu Yi ved a· philanthropi -t ·,at d public benefactm':::, 
who nr£' ctHL Jled to benefit th ir fellow-men, b · a knowl-
dg-e or the mo t profound cientific secret - ·ecrets 0 

UP<'ply concc~tled, in nature's Ya t arcana, that the prin
t:iple upon which the) are bas d had e:gcap d detection 
lot· thou ands of ag , t ntil t 1 deep pen ration of the 
imlcfatigable black mi h and the clear- ighted editor of 
the .Tourt nl of :\Ian, ~ucce aed in their discoverJ. 

\Yhcn tht" blacksmith had obtained hi infoJ·mation of 
tHe an cu ·tom·, he resoh·cd to te ·t tl e reality f th 

proJWrtie· aitl to 1 e poR.·e. d by charmed article . T 1 

·I dgc hammer, ·o lona wielded hy the YiO"oro 1 arm of 
his JOWf' ·ful appl't.'JJlice, had been carefd]y pre· rvcd, and 
t If! h!acJ· ·r11ith no\ • u"ed it in his expcl"im nt:·. The uer
,. uric Ouitl >. • wl ich tbat hammer, m d it handl , h 'l 
been imbued, rin, the lwC'nty-five y ars it wa:s u d, 
,·as of the mo~t poten character. Its po -... cr of attrac-

. tion, upon edl pirit ~ and witchC' · \\'tl ~ so great, tit t to 
his . urprisc, he found huudr d.- uf them tlocl"ing at·ound 
it Yery night. 'Vatclrnu th n ment wl en the internal 
concom·~c wen! bu ·i d in a sm· inrr th<' diabolical ner-
·aura from the hamm r the blacksmith would uddenly 

thru t me of hi rrood hal'm · into contact with them. 
hlRtar tly the ef • ctR were perceptible. The firing of a 
mu. ret ~hot into a flock < f wild pic:reons: could not put 
them to flight mor uddrnly, than did the l'epe ling 
power· of the good cl arms da h th netal'iou Yi itan 
fr 111 the black~mith' · ~tudy worn. 

It wa during h ~e exp •·imenl that the black~mith 
di.-coY re l1i J,mr f?{ Anln!fmzi.m.... He found that the 
ant~ c,.oni m het\\ 11 wo ·pirit8, m· l\ ·o p r-ou~, i in pro
portion to the difi' r nee in theit• moral characters; and 
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that this rt'lation held good, also, between persons, or 
spirits, and channed articles. A ,·cry wicked man, placed 
near the sledge hammer, was strongly attracted by it, and 
instincti,·cly gmsped it with both hands, while a fiendish 
jo_\ lit up his countenance. But when brought into con
tact with a good man, or a good charm, this same individ
ua l recoiled from the contact with aver:sion, as did the 
la,vye1· from the autograph of General Jackson. \Yhen, 
howe,·cr, the good man attempted to touch the sledge 
hammer, the feeling produced was painful in the extreme, 
and he would not repeat the experiment. The same 
results followed thousands of trials; and the blacksmith 
became convinced, that as \\'itches and demons are wholly 
eYil in their moral characters, the antagonism must be 
total and complete between them and a good man, or an 
article impressed with his nen·aura; and that, therefore, 
good charms, as well as good men, afford an effectual pro
tection against evil spirits and witches. But though he 
found that any one of his good charm:-< would repel with 
considerable force, a witch, or an e' il spirit of the com
mon order; yet, he had his doubts whether they possessed 
sufficient powe1· to repel the Arch-fiend, himself, with whom· 
his final contest must soon take place. He, therefore, 
attempted to c1·eate a repelling force, of greater power, by 
accumulation. As, in modern days, the powet· of an elec
trical battery can be indefinitely increased, by the multi
plication of receiYet·:;; so he, as if in anticipation of this 
discove1·y, proceeded to connect ::til his good charms, by 
means of a sih·er chain , and thus succeeded in concen
ti·ating the t•epelling powers of the whole in one circuit. 
By this fortunate di:'coYcry, he ::.oon found that he had 
produced a degree of antagonism to edl, amply sufficient 
to repet nll the demons of the nether pit, if they should be 
summoned to al'sail him. 

'We cannot but pause here, to remark, that it is a sub
ject of deep regret, that proper measure:; had not been 
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adopted: in the days of h blacl-.·mith, to make hi- dis
em· cry aYailablc to th Yorld. If this had be n done, 

\"il ~pit·it and witches mi•rht have been bani hed from 
th catth. 1 othiug \\' uld ha,·c been a ·ier than he 

xccution of thi:-:: ta. k. Th · Law of Anta"oni ·m po'nted 
1i ·tinctl • t th mean . All that was neces-al'y, to 
xclud every • '. tanic agent from the habitation- of men, 

wa- to -urro nd ach hou e and per on, with ub~t.a.nce:; 

p1· pared by th touch of 1 1en whose mol'al charu.ct r· 
"'-'' re antagoni tic to those of demon~. But, unfoJ•tu
natcly, the age of the blacksmith was not on of th t 

xtend d heneYolence, '·hich, lil· the pre nt., g1a:::ps th 
whole world in it emb1·acc. ~ en '• re th n mor -elfi -h 
than no" . Enclt looked aft r hi.: own welfare and left 
other to do the am . E,- n in the day· of Billy l\1 Cot -
nell, undC't' the on ·titution of th nit d ... tate:, 11 n ~·till 

continu d to think that ach one had aLout nou"'h to do 
lo pl'o\·ide for lh msclYcs; and, that wher equal (ll'iY

ilco· s wcr ·ecur d to al1, i(' a man did not snc ·d in life, 
th fault was in him.: If a d not in 8oci ty, m l ·;;, wh r·e 
ickn r mi fortune O\'CI' ook him. Happily, a di(fcr~ 

ent tate of tl1inn·.· no\ • exist·. \Y hm c plenty of nwn, 

who, not b ing "blc to pl· \·id Ycr·v bountifully for th m-
;;clr .7 ar ., not vitlJ tanding, pltilanthropic a to ocr r 
to tnl· cal'c f \'crybody C'lsc. ... ow, a· ri I ·pi1it and 
witch )'Ct abound in pagan count1•ic , and are be•rinning 
once more to ~ho\\ thcm:elvcs here; '·c hope that hhs 
cla of pl1ilanth ·opist~, mn) Le pr vailcd upon t und r
tak the supply of the world "ith nervaurou cbat·m.;, to 
repel dcmouiacal ag .nt Ii·om amona men. By this 
m an~, only, can w mak reparation for thP- dc:r liction 
of dut: in the da), of th bla k-mith; and hy thi~ me. l .:, 

al o, the ~cience of P ychom ry will carl'y i ben fi ·ial 
ell' ct to millions of mankind now wholly unpl'Otcctcd 
fJ·om piritual ncmi s ; and may ) t be made to :weep 
the agent:;. of moral cY il from th face of th arth! 
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As an apology for any seeming n·ant of philanthropy 
on the part of the blacl\smith, in not announcing his dis
cO\·cry, and extending its benefits to the world, it must he 
slated, that he did not so far perfect it, as to feel assured 
of its infallibility, until near the period of the maturity of 
his bond; and, that when the l10m for the adjustment of 
that matter should anh·c, he W<mld need to concentrate its 
" -hole force for his own protection. Ilad he divulged his 
secret at an earlier day, his Arch-Enemy might have been 
able to concoct some antidote to its potency, and haYe 
foiled the blacksmith in his designs to outwit him a second 
t ime. For these reasons, his discoYery was kept a pro
found secret until after the crisis in which its cflicacy was 
put to the severest test. Far adYanced in life, when he 
achie,·ed his last dctorr, and inexpressibly gtatified at its 
results, he was content to impart his secret to his Pldcst 
son, who, in tum, communicated it to his eldest, and he to 
his; thus transmitting it, in hereditary succession, in the 
family, until it reached the hero of our history, Old Billy 
1\I'Connell. But, unfortunately, Billy died a bachelor, and 
the secret must have died with him, had he not commu
nicated it to us. 

But we must hasten to conclude the history of the black
smith's achieYements. The morning of the last day of 
the life of the bond, found him in the midst of some of hi11 
most inte•·esting experiments. He ate but little breakfast, 
and, after partaking of a moderate dinner, sent his family 
to the country- prefer1·ing to ;·emain alone in his castle. 
'l'o brace his system sufficiently. he bl'Ought up from his 
cellar a few bottles of his best old wine. The hour of 
ten at night fouml one of these bottles emptied, and the 
blacksmith seated in his study, busil) engaged in \\Titing. 
'J'he roll of pm·chment before him, was nearly filled with 
the detail:; of his will. Hcsting hhs head npon his hand, 
with l1is elbow upon the table, he paused from his labor, 
and sat in deep thought, occasionally turning his eye 
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to\\"ard the hour-rrla:s. His candle \Val' urning low 
and mu ·t ·oon be r·cplaccd by another, or dm·kuess 
c>n \·cl )p him in it..: midnight mantle. He ro e ami lit. 
nnoth r C< ndle, placing it beside he hort one on th 
nblc~. 

Ju the cxcitirtg day of the Long Parliament, during 
which the blac] mith liYed, each aentleman I-ept a good 
upply of arm and ammunition. 1 l·eg of powder, cov

el:·etl '.: ith a boa1·d, sat in a corner of his room, occup);ng 
the space between his writincr table and the wall. efore 
re uming hi· eat, he toolc from a nail in 1 e wall, upon 
\'bich it hung, a cloalc of ample dim n ions having hi:-: U

ver chain titcbed upon it) in almo t endless circumvoJu
tion!'!. 1'o this chain, a before ated, the black mith bad 
car fully fast ned hi charms, or uen·aurou. articles, in 
unm cr~ alm t beyond computation. In throwing the 
cloak around l1i houltler , he made a step or two of a 
zigzag character owing, doubtle , not to win , but to his 
ne1' ou2n s, and pushed the bonr l ofr the po' ·dcr ~~ g, 
leaving it e. posed. f this inch} nt, howe,·er, he took no 
notice, bllt :v1·apping the cloak around him, aa.in ated 
him elf at hi table. Findin(l' a feelin" of hm2"uor tNll
ing ,. l' him he opened another bottl and dranl\. an 
additional gla s of wine. At each end of th ih·et· chain) 
there ·wa a hook of the arne metal. An eai·1y edition 
of the 'a..cretl Volume lyina upon hi table, had it lids 
connected by two i] •er hasps, throuah each of v•ltid• the 
black mith had drilled a bole. 'raking the book upon his 
lap, he placed one hook of the chain int tb hole o ·one 
f the ha p,., and, bending the pliable metal made the 

attachment ecure. This vas done that he miaht, in a 
moment, attach th other hook, to complete the nen·au

rous circle, and form hi maR"ic batter:v· 
Th principle appHed in thi ca e, i t e same tl at is 

occasionally employed by a compnny of '"Iesm t·i t . 

'\ hen it becom s necessary to l\Ie~mel'iZe a subjec, too 
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·tubborn to yield to one of their number, th y om times 
accumulate po,ver by tl e others gidng ofr tl ir l\Ie meric 
tluid, by contact \vith the body of the operator-thus 
fm·ming them elve into a ~Mesmeric ballcry. It had heen 
tii:;coYeled by the black ·mith, that a combination of ner
Yam·ous articles linked together would form a na·t·auric 
battc·ry, equalina in power the~ urn of the eparate forces 
o ·each article included in the ch·cuit. 

tl'he hour of eleven had now pa ..;ed, and the expres ion 
of the black mith,s countenance exhibited, more and more, 
the feelina of anxiety that p1·eyed upon his mind. Jn a 
u w moment ·, the Ia t of the and in the ola · 1·ould run 
out to tell t1 e hour of midnight and the maturity of the 
bond. To brace his ner\·es fuJly, for the anticipated con
flict, anothe1· gla of wine was ha tily drunk. Thi done, 
1 e turned his head toward the door and li. tened with the 
utmost attention as if expecting to witnes the entJ·ance 
of a visitor. At the in tant the Ia t of the ands de~cended 
in the bour~gla . , the door swung open a ulphm·ou Yapor 
fill d the room, and his 'atanic Jiaje. ty entered. He 
bowed haughtily to the hlacl<smi th, an drew from his 
podcet th long xpect d bond. Th blacksmith, without 
r·ising addre . ed hi Yi itor re pectfully inviting him to he 
seated. His laj . ty repli d, that he came not upon a 
formal Yi it, but upon bu ine . UmoUing the bond, he 
pointed his finaer to the nam attach d, demanding of the 
blacksmith if that vere uot hi . ..ianatnre. c Ce)·tainly, 
sit·,, was the reply. " J'e ou r ady and willinO' to com
ply with th condit'on1-1 of yom· bond?., continued his 
uiajc._ +, "I will he 1·eady in a moment, sir. I am clo:)
hl" m: will, and hal· hut a scntenc or two to write, and 
my signature to attach and then, sir, T hall be at our 
s rvice." ' .Uut "by at·e . ~ou not ready no\ •? Did l not 
fulfill, to the l tt ·, m · ptwt of th contmct, and secure to 
you a1l the riche that your heat·t d ir d?, "You did, 
sir, hut ·ou will remember 1 canceled twenty-five years 
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of the time· and, nm h return, I only a::;k a few minutes 
to malw a proper dispo·ition of my w alth.' 

IIi. • 'atanic .Jinjcsty w ~ neithf>r bound nor inclined to 
tl 1 y, auu woull h \·c instantly seized hi 1 pr : and bor1 e 
him oJf in triumph; but that he noticed the ~acr d book 
upon the lap of the blacksmith, and the serpentine coil· 
of the magic chain uiTounding th cloak, and felt t eir 
rep lling po' ·er a.· he made a t 1 towat·d them. He, 
ther for , as urn u a mild r tone than otherwise would 
hm·e rc ·ounded through the ca tle aying: u I tr tst, ~i1·, 

from the r lation that ha ·e h retofore exL ted betw n u:--, 

that .-ou. "'ill not compel m to re ort to :xtrem mea ure 
iu nfor ing thi:; contract., 

Th blacksmith had clo ely observed the repelling fleets 
of the charms upon his antagoni. t, in aiving him a back
ward n1otiou a~ h att mrted t a roach the hair. H 
th refor·c ~ )t ure of victory. 'l'lle ci1·cuit of his mauic 
batter. \Ya not yet closed, and stlll th articles, ingly, 
had ufficient po\VeJ' to rep 1 his ad\·ersary. In n. tone of 
\'oice indicating 0'1' at contid nee, h no'' r pli d t hi 
.Maj ty' ~ la t remark : " I hall ah you n farthet· trouble 
ir, llwn to b eated 'vhile the half inch of candle on the 

table bu ·n out. 1 rant me this, and I will make e,· I'Y
thing sati~factory to you. But thi much I a. k a~ a ~peciaJ 
faYor." Then, lifting out the fra(J'm nt of candl to let his 
Iajesty sec it and xtending hi band toward him, the 

blacl mith continued: I only asl sir, that y u ~halJ 

po ·tpone the fnlfillm nt f the conditions of the bond until 
thi half iuch of c. mlle I urn ont .. " 

IlL llaje-ty seem d littl in Iiu d to grant tl1i r que t, 

bnt as he could not touch th blacll:smith, whil surrounded 
by hi netTaUJ'o . fortification, he r luctantly a ented to 
the t t·ms offered him, and tepped toward a ~eat. The 
black mith int rrnpted him, ho ,. ,·er, in tbe mo' em nt, 
by saying: "J wi- , ~:~ir to ha,·e this aO'rc meut perfi tly 

under to d. D y u grant me ex mption from the fult1ll-
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ment of the conditions of the bond, until this half inch of 
candle burns out?" "I do," answered his 1\Iajesty, impa
tiently. "Then I am content," exclaimed the blacksmith ; 
at the same moment drawing in his extended arm, blowing 
out the candle, thrusting it i'lstantly into the open volume 
on his lap, and closing the sacred book firmly upon it! 

Fiercely, and terribly, did his Majesty turn toward the 
blacksmith, on beholding this moYement. \Vith a Yoice 
that made the castle shake to its centre, he demanded 
what was meant by that act. The blacksmith replied, be 
had long since determined never to descend to the grade 
of a servant, to any one who had been his own apprentice; 
and that he had now secured what he desired, by obtain
ing a new bargain, exempting him from occupying such a 
degraded position. He was fr·ee, until the fragment of 
candle should bum out. It was now extinguished, and 
placed where no demon could ever touch it, and he should 
be careful to deposit it where no human hand could eYeJ' 
reach it. Until relighted and burnt out, the blacksmith 
said, he was safe, and should set his l\Iajesty and all his 
forces at defiance. 

All the fUI'y of his fiendish disposition now animated the 
Prince of Dal'lmess, at finding }lirn:;elf, a second time, so 
adroitly and egregiously outwitted. lie flew at l1is victim 
with the quickness of thought; but the repelling force of 
the nervaurous articles, in contact with the blacksmith} 
drove him back a.gain beyond the point from which he 
started, as the elastic ball rebounds from the wall against 
which it is thrown. His whole fl'ame now shook with rage 
and vexation, at finding himself powerless before his old 
master. ln the fie1·ceness of his wrath he called loudly 
upon his subordinate~" to come quickly to his aid : 

" !!o! ye demi-gods, and princes, who are wont to meet 
with me in Pandemonium! hither fly, that we may wrealt 
our YCngeance upon this miscreant, who now is aiming to 
defraud our realm of rights we bought so deat· ! " 
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Before l alf thi. sentence wa-· uttered, a ~co e of mao·
nat !", ft·om the nether :-:pher ,: , wa. at his ide to clo hi:-; 

hidui1 g. To tlt m he thus addl'cssed him=- ·If: 
" 1: c know '·hy I am h r ! In d· ys of ya :alao· 

him, I oft ·u "'at upon that chair wherein h .:it::;; aml it 
nu t yet ha\'C n y ner·vaura deep imprc ·cd within it 
'· dy 1 or s. row let u · all at once c mbine our f, r ·c~, 
antl t·ush u on the ,·iJlain; for though hi· cl arm .. r el 
with fol'cc immeu c, and s\\·cpt me 'in•rly back a winrl 
(h•i,·cs chair; y t, if we may but seize that chair, and ke p 
fl· m •ontact with the clo· k and chain, 1 ethinks t at w 
can hear him of[ · 

The blacl\. mith, at in cli"nified sil nee, while hi~ fo 
had p annecl l i~ mode of attack. To be pr pared for tl 

&'i ·i , hm.,·eycr, h' h&d pia d h·s hand upon th un: t

tnchcd nd of th ·ih· r chain, 'hich lay ·. L ndcd on tl c 
talJle, th. t he miu·ht, at any moment, connect the hook 
wi h th hu::~p and form hi: 111. gic bat r ·. lie had cnl-
·ul t tl that i : o ·' ct· of r pul·iou woulu ex tend hrough
ut th ' rJwlc ·oom ; and, t:s he wi::~h c.l to gi\·c his fom1 'l' 

appr .uticc a . 1ccim u of hi· p1·og1·c ·•· iu philo ophicnl di,-

'0\' 'l'Y, II wat:> it no hnn·y to co npl tc the co1uw ·Lion. 
But ·ca.1·ccly hnd th blach"with pr pm· d I im · •lf tor tlw 
'"l'and jina.lc, '' h n the . io-nal wa: hh· 1 lot· th int'c ·m 1 
phalanx to ru.-h upon him. Qn· ci- • :.; thou"ht, his hantl 

'' hich lay upon tlte tahl , holdin• .. the cltail made a con
ntl··y mon.·m .nt, firl't La I· \'a1·d- hwci-ing oi · tlu~ 

lighte<l m tlh·, in the dir ·tio 1 r th e po\ ·d l' kc•r- and 

theu fo1·wanl to th 1 a:-;p of lw :act· d YoiUI 1c iu hi- up. 
h l'U:.;l of th . demot . towm·d hilll, It [; II r the lig 1 tl 

c, ndlt•, an l t!w pa -:-:a•rc of' the· :ih'e · lwoi- int lh l1a .. p, 

\\' r . .::imultaucuu~. .U 1t no . ooucr di l the lick of the 

~ih r hook teJl of th · conne tio1 of th' pol '" f the 1n- gic 
b1 tt ·ry, th. n it · rc 1cllinn- C •J throughout 
the a tll'. Th trcm ndou - force e.·ct·tcd ill the e.·plo ·iou 

of n fir:.;1- la~.- 4 am boat, ta · u ,,·rr lown the pas:!engcr::~ 
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from 't decl , vith ·reater ease, than did the r .pL 1 iou 
of his maaic battery weep every demon from the blacl-
mith's study- sending them high it air, blo "'~ing off tl e 

castlc1s roof, and overturning all it towers. The blaclt
smith, too1 ~It himself ascending in his chair, and borne 
up by a demon o either side. But, still posses ina his 
pre ence of mind, no sooner had they cleared the falling 
·walls, than, by a swing of the skirt of his cloak, towanl 
the pirit on his left, he repeHed him from the chair. In
stantly his weight bol'e down the unsupported ide, and he 
slid from hi scat to the earth, while the other spil'it bor 
it off as the only trophy that the Prince of Dat·kne s secured 
in the conflict. 

The blacksmith soon recm·ered from tl e effect of l i 
fall, and, '\ •ithout delay, hastened to th ea-side. elect
ina a large I"ocl-, he placed it in hi little family boat, ami, 
tepping aboard, rowed him elf out into the deepe t pat t 

ofth bay. Here he tore ofr one half of tl e ilver cl1aiu 
from hi cloak, to bind th rock fa t to the ·olume con
taining the all-impo ·tant half inch of candle, and sunk 
the precious trea ure in the sea. 
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C H A 1' T E R V 11. 

Billy .U'Conuell's ·kill ns n doctor aud Clairvoyant- case cur d.- ecourJ
sight- its importanc to the early s Hiers- the hunters -the whi l{ey 
barrel -lost caUlo- fount! by econt!-sight.- A new art po. · ed hy 
Billy - aLl lo tell who the boys a ad girls lo e.- His suce~ in the. 
feats. - His Ia. l hours- gloom O"\'crcasliug lho people- re\ eals to t h 
writer his great SI!CteL-di!ls.- The witches lry to obtain lbc body -are 
repeUed.- The silver chain....- tbe . ledge hammer -attracll:l the witches
the old manuscriJ,lS- the Law of Anlagouisrru. -Reasons for ha,·ing 
retained lue grca• seer l - lhc decliue o witchcraft- UIScle. ue.s of the 

ecrel cnuscd ther Ly.- Rcvi its of the" spirits" to earth- predominw1c8 
of "lying ·pirits ''-their impudeucc- evil r sulls from their m ddliug.
Declur<'d u uuisauc<'- their lying- must be repelled. -1 bo discoverer of 
Psychom try- his ucgligence.-Omnipolr nee of lhe Law of J uta:;
oulsm in repdling "lying spirits.,- Rule to del ermine the mor-.11 cbar
nctcr of "mediums."- Philosoph leD.! cbnracter o thi Lhcory-" m· li
utns" to be tcstctl uy tho .t.J('dge bt~.mmer- nasous why lho SUCCcllSor of 
Billy 1-I'Counell canuot nppl) Lhis test- uitablc ug uts in th field- th~ 

. Lrdgt: h:1mm r pl•·dg d to th n. 

for\ a de~ign d, in the commencement of this w rk, to 
gi\'e a full outline of Billy .11' onncll"s :;kill as a ph:::;ician, 
and his marYelous doing::; in the pt·actice of hi:s o-ift of 
sccond-siull.t. !u these t vo dcpar m nt ·, Billy':s prcjhni
nent attainment hav never b en e4ualec.l. .Fot· ~ufiicieut 
r asons, how ,·er, it ha~ been determined to a\·oid d tails, 
for the p1· sent. His succc · · inc uing dcsp rate ca. cs of 
disca.: , ha not been surpassed by any of our phy:-ician · 
f tl Im ginath·c .:chool · nd, in dear-seeing and far

scdug, no uwd--ru lnit'\"O) nnt can half qual lain . In 
proof of hj · cute discrimina ion in c.li:scel'ning the pccu
Iiaritie · in th ' ui:spo:ition - of p pie nnd in jmJ.<TLJW of 
tile characte1· of di ·ea e aml t 1 true rcmcdic:3 for rccov
t'IT, a inglc case only n cd be stated. 

The wife o!' 'ammr --~who liYed a half-mile from 
)Jd Billy had been vet·y ill for ~ix m· iu·ht year·. "The 

1 aorc doctor's ·tuil' she took, the wor.se h got,' and for 
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three or four years had scarcely ever risen from ncr bed. 
Sammy, being greatly di:scouraged, at la:-:t applied to Old 
Bilh· who as:-ured him he could cure her, if hi;; direction~ . ' 
,,·ere followed. lie promi::;ed obedience, nnd Dilly pre-
scl"ibed his remecly, prefacing it, however, with some 
explanation:;. "You know, Sammy," ~;aid llilly, in n 
;.ympathizing tone of voice," that she is \cry weak ft·om 
taldng medicine. The doctors ne,·er can cure her, as they 
do not understand her complaint. She needs exciting 
applications to her skin, to make her blood circulate better·. 
That is all she needs. But she is too feeble to bear them 
herself. I can gh·e you simple remedie::; that will mal;c 
her mend slowly, but as you need her help now, in cutting 
your han·est, if you wish it, 1 can cure het· in a day ot· 

t\VO." 
As Sammy was a poor man, and could not afford to lo~e 

time, he agt·eed to adopt the shortest procc;;s. "Then,'' 
continued Dilly, ''I ";n apply the ::;timulants to your 
hor::;e, and form such a magic connection between the ani
mal and your wife, that while the stimulants a.I"e applird 
only to him, she :-hall ha\·e all the benefit of them, and lJc 
able to jump and run like a person in health. So, no". 
go oYer home, and bring her her<' in your wagon; but hl' 
sure to hold a tight rein as you ch·ive O\er yonder bunch 
of witch-hazel bushes. Do not go around them, but OYCI" 

them, and hitch the horse to tl~:lt sapling thi!< :-ide of the•;~, 
ancl wait for me." 

Sammy did as directed, and "a,; soon on the way to 
Billy's, iu his wooden-wheeled wagon, with his wife lyin~ 
in it, upon a bed, and propped up by pillows. But no 
sooner did the horse step into the witclt-hazels, thau he 
he:;an to rent·, plunge, and kick, at such a fUJ·ious rate, 
that the liYes of all were endangered. The wife, panic
stricken, sprang from the wagon and ran homewards, lil\e 
a deer, leaving :::lammy to contcucl with tlte terror-stricken 
ho:sc. The animal had distl:rhcd a hornet's ne~t, as Billy 
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intended it should, and hundred,; of the hornets instantly 
commenced stinging the poor brute. Fortunately, :<o inti
mate was the sympalltctic connection, establi~hcd by Old 
Billy, between the hor;;e and Sammy's wife, that !<he at 
once felt, thrilling thl'Ough her own system, the exhil::w
ating effects of 'the stimul::\nts applied to his hide; ami, 
animated with new life, eficctcd the journey home ''"ith 
but little fatigue. Hurprised to find herself so much im
proved by this one pre~cription, she commenced "·orking 
and t•egaincd her health without t•epeating the expel'imcnt. 
This single case atiords the key to Billy's great success in 
curing such cn.ses of debility. 

The gift of .~ccond-.~ight, in olden times, was the equh·
alent of modern Clain·oyancc. Billy :\!'Connell possessed 
this gift in an eminent dc~rec, and attached much impmt
n.nce to the aid he could thus t'ender his neighbors, in find
ing their lost property, and determining the condition of 
thcit· distant friends. 'T'he possesl'ion of this power, by 
Billy, was of immense value to the people, in the circum
stances in which they were placed. The small portion of 
lands then under cnltiYation, left many parts of the coun
try an unbroken forest, inhabited, chielly, by the wild tur
key, the fox, the deer, the wolf, and the bear. The West 
had then no great towns, or cities, to demand a large sup
pi)· of the fruits of the farmer's labor. The non-existence 
of tumpikcs, canals, railroads-, anti steamboats, to facil
itate the transportation of agricultUI'al products to distant 
markets, n.nd thtls add to theit• \·alue, left the people with
out these stimulants to industry. The want of pasture 
fields for inclosing hogs in :;ummer, and of corn to feed 
them in winter, made it necessary to let them run at large 
in the \\'Oods, where the destmction of pigs, by foxes and 
woh·e,., }pft families often without a sufficient supply o I' 
pmk. It was a matl<"r of great importance, therefore, to 
this class of the settlers, that there existed an abundance 
of wild game in the forests; and they were the more easily 

!l 
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reconciled to this state of things, as the e citement con
nected with the sport of hunting, and the superiority of 
the fl ~h of wild animals for food, afforded an equivalent 
for the time spent in its capture. 

Though l1untiug had its fascination , it had also its 
fatigues. The first shot did not alway bring down a 
turke), dem·, or bear. If wounded, a chase after the ani
mal, of many mile , \\l'ould often be required to obtain a 
econd hot or secure the prize. 'Vhether succes ful or 

not, if the hunter was led in the direction of Billr ll'Con
neH's cabin, he wa ure to dwp in and rest awhile. On 
such occasions, the whiskey bart·e] lent its reviving influ 
ences to the tired hunter, Billy always had time to talk 
with him; and, in tho e days the most common eYery-day 
occurrences ~:tupplied t pies of conYersation. Each man 
in the neighborhood, knew the cows and horses of eYery 
other man, and could distinQ"uish the sounds of their bel1s 
from one another. In the course of a forenoon, perhaps 
a half-dozen hunter 'vould call, one after another, from 
as many points of the compa s. In thi way BiUy 
learned pretty much all about the condition of things in 
the woods, both as to game and cattle. 

It often happened that cows and hor es, in feeding m 
the woods, would wander from their u ual haunts, and the 
"co :v boys ' be unable to find them. In urg nt case , the 
men had th n to turn out and seek the straying animah. 
If unsucces ful in th fi "'t Ci w bout'" of their ~earch, the 
cabin of Bill· :i.\l'Connell "·as usually ,.i ited, ,,·ith the 
double object of a!'lcertainin()' the tate of the whLkey baJ"
rel, and mal·i:ng u e of Billy' ClairYoyant powet· to 
determine where the lo t animal \"Vere to be found. To 
aU application ' of thi ~ kind he neYer hesitated to attend; 
and, ref err~ no- to hi · book, in which he often made entries 
\ bile talking with the hunters, he could, after a moment's 
deep thought, and makinO' om curious hieroglyphical 
characters, direct the applicant to a point iu the roods 
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where he rarely "\' l' failed to lincl the ohj ct o · I i.; scnrc:h . 
ln<lced: so ·cldom did iUy fail in af1'ordiucr sati .. faction, 
that his powers of second- ·ight were con ~id red the mo ·t 
per~ ct of any man lhinti. \ ·ere we to go into d taib, 
the vid nee of llill ·'s \'ast uperiority, in tl is department 
of the lmagh a iYe • cience , •ould put to the blush any 
modern Clair,·oynnt. 

But our\ 71tch Doctor po ·...:e·:ed another art that made 
him very useful to the young folks. Ie could tell, with 
almo·t infallible certainty, upon whom any of the young 
per on- in the neighborhood had fix d their atlectiou-. 
'fhere "ere two mode by which he performed thi ~ feat. 
\Vh u a youncr man, for in tance, applied to know the 
. ccret preference of any young lady, Irlly would manage 
to -ee her. He' ·ould then \\Tite do \'Ll a Ji ·t of the names 
of all th young men in the ueighbot·hood, and 'nform her 
he had come to tell her fortune. Inducing her to look at 
the catalogue of names, he would point to each one in 
the list; and, after one or mor trial·, \ ·a- alway able to 
t H who the g'rl lo\·ed be't. '\Vhcthcr he ascertained the 
fact by Clair\'oyance or P ychom try, we hall not now 
attempt to decide. It was aid, howe ·cr, that Billy eye 
was alway fixed upon the countenance of hi:; ubject, 
'·bile he wa vatchin!7 the names· aud the chanO'e of ex· 

pr .:. ion always noticcabl in t"irtuou innocence, '"ben the 
loYed one i named, mar ha,·e om what influence hi 
deci~ion. is other mode of decidincr thi d licate que-
tion, was to feel the pul ·c of th younrr la~ , while he 
nam d th younn- men in h r hearing. A in the fi .st 
ca -e, the ye and the cheek could n.ot cone al the mo
tion of th heart; o, in the ~ecoJ d the pul ·e could not 
but b at witl il crea~cd momentum at hearing the dearly 
cheri.:-hetl uam to \Yhjc) the 1 cart' - hope- were clincrino. 
Let aJ y on h·y the -e ·xpetim ut ~ a few tim s, < nd it 
\\'ill b omul, not nly that llilly ~!'Conn 11 was a philo -
opher, but that ;:;uch ' crets need not the aid of "my:ste-
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rious rappings, to reveal them. Billy maue o few blun
ders in these trials, that bi fame, a a medi m between 
the known and unknown wodd::;, was greatly increased, 
and the quarter dollars in his purse considerably multip 
plied. This same principle can be applied to ascertain 
many other unknown things,' "ith a much certainty as in 
theca e aboye stated. It i immaterial whether the per
~on be old or young, if an interest in the thing be fully 
excited. 

\Ve might fill Yolumes \ 'ith ar~ounts of wonderful 
thing clone by ow· \Vitch Doctor; but we baH only de
tain the reader with a statement of the circum tances 
connected vdth hi 1ast hours. This part of our narra
ti\'e we approach with reluctance, not only because of the 
melancholy recollection which it calls up in the memory; 
but because we may be charged with egotism, in announ
cina the relation \ ·e u tain to the reate t Imaginative 
Philosopher the wot·ld ha yet produced. 

Bmy had taken a great liking to me when I was a 
mall boy, m1 account of my pryness in bringing him 

drinks of coo[ water, lighting his pipe, and setting out the 
bottle to hi.m, when he vLited our cabin. Often did he 
promi e to do something band omc for my benefit whe 
he came to cUe. And when, at la t, that hour did come, 
it was a sad time for the neighbor . Their benefactot· and 
protector wa~ about to go to hi long home.' \Yhen he 
should bid adieu to all su lunary scene , the vitehes 
would r vel unr strained, and demons malce their homes 
in all the pcopl '· dwelling . 'uch clouds of gloom as 
then wer o·ath l'tD 17 in the horizon, had lleYCr OYercast 
the region of • 'lab-camp and Lick-run. ~e,-er had such 
a dal'k future emed impending oYer it inhabitant . But 
my heart is too full to gi ·e particulars now. uffice it to 
say, that, at the hour of midnight, cptcmbet' ~0, 18-, a 
messenger rapped at the door of my father' cabin, and 
ummoned me to fly quickl: to the bedside of Old Billy. 
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to rccci\·e his dying instructions. l'ather and moll1er 
trembled for my safety, knowing that the power,; of dark
ness would be on the alert: but as the Yenerable \Yi tch 
Doctor was yet li,•ing, they had full faith in his abilit) to 
protect me from ha1·m, and assented Lo my obeying the 
call. For my own part, as he had always shielded mu 
fully up to that hour, so that no witch had ever dared to 
hurt me, I felt very resolute, and set ofi: whistling as loud 
as possible. That no time might be lost, my pilot led the 
way, by a shorter route than the path he had come. The 
moon gaYe us but a pale light, on account of the haziness 
of the atmosphe1·e. On lea,ing the cleared grounds of 
my father's fat·m, we set forward courageously into the 
forest, but soon found it filled with spia·itual foes. On one 
side they hooted like an owl, and on the other, mimicked 
the screeching of the night-hawk. Here they imitated the 
growl of the wolf, and there the yell of the panther. On 
disturbing the bushes, in pushing our way through the 
thickets, the spirits would fly fl'Om tbe branches in the 
form of birds. In stepping over the fallen trees, they 
would jump from beneath our teet and make their escape 
in the shape of rabbits and foxes. On reaching the top 
of a hill, away galloped a troop of them, having bodic::1 
like deer; and at a salt-lick, in the valley, another com
pany trotted ofl~ heaYily, appeal"ing like elk with ponder
ous horns. Indeed, it seemed as though we had both been 
doomed to destruction, and would ine\'itably have been 
c::l.l'ried off, but for the pt·otection afforded us by Billy. 
E\•et·y demon and witch, that had congregated on our 
route to destroy us, wns irresistibly t·epelled from us, by 
the magic influence of Dilly's old white hat, which my 
guide had been instructed to \\·eat·. As he held me by the 
hand, I shared the benefits of its nen:aU1·ic virt.ues, in con
sequence of the contact, and escaped unhmt. No sooner 
did the dying philosopher pet·ceh·e us enter his door, than 
he beckoned me to his bedside; where, unknown to all 
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otb rs pre ent, he whi pe1·ed hi great ecret in my ar, 
nnd br a.thed hi- last! nd there I knelt, at the .;ide of 
h's cot, in my youthful innoccllce, rna tcr of the great 
~ cr t of Tile Law of Antagonisms! In tcad of feeling 
elated at po ' C:sing the gr ate t pl Hosophical ccret of 
the world, it suffused my checks with blu hes and in
cr a ~ d my natural diffidence a hundred-fold! 

The older pcr·on pre cnt proceed d to perform the last 
sad rites to their departed friend, and in clue time en
shrouded him for burial. As directed by him, before hi 
death, 1 1•emaiucd ncar the eo1·p ·c; and ·hen an old lady, 
at th f::u'thet ide of th room requc ted me to remove a 
cm·iou ilver chain, urrounding hi body, according to the 
direction I had just received, not to permit it to be taken 
off: I ci\·Hly declined to obey her request. Thi · chain had 
a hool at one end, and eemed to have been rudely broken 
off at the other. Attached to it, alonc:r its whole length, 
were numberless scraps of paper, linen, cloth, 1netal , ·c. 
'\Vhy th old lady did not come and attempt to remove the 
chain herse)f, I could not at that moment imagine. On 
looking clo el into tt e corner of the room \"here he sat, 
I percch·ed her hand resting upon a sledge hammer of 
lar·ge size and ancient con~ truction. 1 uriug the course 
of the morning ~cv ral other old vomen came in and 
tool seats n ar the sledge hammer, each one immediately 
placing a hand in contact with its urfac . "hy they 
act u d u., ll{n w not, until, on r achinn" home, after the 
funeral, 1 e. a.mincd a roll of paTe 1mcnt my benefactor 
had talcen from hi · bo8otu and committed to my keeping. 
In the c I r ad th stot·y of he black mith, and a fuJI 
elucidation of th La'· of ntngonit!m., from his own pen. 

ere, then, I at once compr· hended the whole .. ccret of 
the reason why th old ladi .s did not ·enture n ar the 
cm·p , but cho · to congregat around the ledge hamm r. 

h y ·perc all witches, and, had I removed the ilrer 
chain. they might ha·ve borne off the dead body, so that it 
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would ncYet· ha\'C t·ecei,·ed Christian burial. But the 
repelling inllucnces of that chain kept them ofl~ at a. 
proper distance, \\ hile the aliinity between them and the 
sledge hammet· attracted them close to it, so that they 
could abstt·act the nervaura with which it was yet im
pressed. This sledge hammer, next to the manuscript<~ 
embracing the details of the Law of Antagonisms, 1 con
sidet· the best portion of the legacy left me by Old Billy 
l\l'ConneH, the Witch Doctor! 

·we may be censured for ha,·ing kept this great secret 
so long concealed from the world. Perhaps we deset·ve 
censure; but we beg that our t·easons fot· such long delay, 
may be heard. 'Ve wet·e \'ery young at the period of the 
death of Billy l\l'Connell, and had not then such cnlat•gcd 
views of our obligations to mankind, as are now held by 
many philanthropists. Nor were we so aspiring as, at all 
hazat·ds, to push ourself befot·e the public. But what 
tended most fully to overwhelm us with embarrassment, 
was the fact, that for some time before Billy's death, a 
new class of emigrants began to crowd in upon us, who 
were full of new notions, and new measures. Among 
these new comers, were some printers, booksellers, school
masters, and ministers. A college, on the east side of the 
Ohio ri,·er, had also been started, and some of om· farmers 
had sent their sons there "to get lamin." A strange no
tion, somehow, got into people's heads, that there were no 
witches, nor evil spirits, flying at·ound at night, to tt·ouble 
mankind. As education progressed, and the demand for 
books incJ·eased) witches and e\·il spit·its grew more and 
more scarce. The preachers, too, inculcated the doctrine, 
that none but the ignorant, or those of weak minds, could 
ha,·e a ny belief in these supernatural agencies; and that 
nothing had evct· occurred in the neighborhood, that could 
not be explained on natural principles. Some of them, 
even went so far as to charge Billy l\l'Connell with char
latanry! 



136 

These influences had not been long at work, until 
respectable people, generally, m·owed a di:sbclief in witch
craft. And it is a remarkable fact, which we ha,·e before 
noticed, and one that claims attention from the scientific 
world, that witches, or evil t>pi:-its, never tmuble those 
who disbelicYe in them. As matter:; continued to progress 
in this manner, year after yeat·, it. was not long, after 
Billy's death, until believers in witchcraft were ashamed 
to look an honest man in the face, and say they had be
held the agents cf Satan engaged in their midnight revel
ries, or in working thei1· "spell.:;" upon cattle or men. 
Under these circumstances, the necessity for promulging 
our g1·eat secret became less and less urgent; aml we 
grew up to manhood, and to middle age, without the 
world knowing aught of the invaluable treasure we have 
had in our possession. 

But we rejoice to find that things are now changing. 
The "spirits" ha,·e again revil'i: ed earth; but, as in the 
days of the blacksmith, and of Billy i\l'Connell, the e\il 
spit-its seem to outnumber the good. In proof of this, we 
need only say, that a few bereaved :sons or daughters of 
mortality, cannot be put in communication with the spirits 
of their deceased friends, but the '· lying spirits" must im
pudently intrude themsch·cs and mingle in the "manifest
ation:;," so as to return erroneous replies, and bring dis
credit upon the "mediums:' To this condition of thing::~ 
we shall Yery soon put a check. lt is an intolerable 
nuisance demanding instant abatement. \V c feel the 
spirit of Old Billy l\fOonncll ~welling within us. The 
valor di::;playecl by him in the haunted mill, is ::>tealing 
over us as we write, and the courage that animated him 
in that perilous conflict, is bcgi nning to cotu·sc through 
om veins, and will soon control our heart, impelling us 
onward to the conflict with these demon:; of darkness! 
Only look for a moment at the immensity of the e\'ils they 
aro committing, aud restrain your indignation if you can! 
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\Vhcn a weeping parent, wife, or hu:;band, applies to the 
"mediums," and is receidng sati~factor) pt·eliminary an
bWer::;, leading to the hope that the true condition of tlw 
"dea•· 1leparted" will soon be reYealed; just at that mo
ment, we say, "hen the balm of con,;olation is about to 
be applied to the wounded heart, in creep~ an evil ,;pirit, 
and the very next response is an infernal lie! Be calm, 
who can: as for us, we would prove recreant to the trust 
rep'osed in us, were we now to refuse to act! The ~pirit 
of Billy :i\l'Connell, and of the blacksmith, too, would 
break forth from their graYes, to rebuke us, were we to 
refuse to put forth all our energic;:, and call to our aid the 
great La\v of Antn.~onisms, to repel back again to their 
<lark abode~, these "lying spirits," that now commit such 
d<'cds of deep depravity, misleading many amiable and 
philosophic minds, into the mazy fields of error, by their 
diabolical deceiving:;! \Ve regret, deeply do we re~ret, 
that we had not sooner entered the lists; but we li·lt 
a:;smed, that the discoverer of the sci<'uce of Psychometry 
would have rush<'d to the rescue, with an ample store of 
net'\aurous articles, to repel these spirit:s of cYil from the 
pre,:;encc of the "mediums." As he has neglected this 
duty- as he has not made this practical application of 
his discoYery to the all-important subject of the" ,;piritual 
mppings"-\\·e shall forthwith take the matter in hand, 
and show to the world the superiorit) of the Law of An
tagonisms o,·er that of the science of Psychometry ! 
i\othing will be ca:.-~icr, through the aid of the Law of 
Antagonisms, than to repel every "lying spirit" fat· f't·om 
the "medium,;," and to attract around them only tho,-o 
that arc truthful and pure. And if, after we shall han: 
supplied to the ''mediums,'' the repelling nen·aurou::; 
articles, any of them shaH be found recei\'ing untrue 
amnvers, to any qu<'stions, it will be because the "mcdi
umll,'' themseh·es, a•·c in the set·,·ice of :::>atan, and, thcre
fOI'e, attract "l_ying spirits .. around them. 
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This view of the subject is not unphilosophical. It i:; 

the opinion of many, who have given much attention to 
the subject of "spiritual manifestations," that the spirits, 
in the spirit world, arc as fully under the influence of the 
affinities of their moral natures, as they were while here, 
and that there, as here, "like affiliates with like." And, 
farther, that in re,•isiting cat·th, they can only be attracted 
to persons whose moral qualities are identical with their 
own. \Vhen, therefore, "mediums" receive correct 'an
swers to questions, only once in ten trials, their attracth·c 
powers over the "lying spirits" of the spirit world, must 
be estimated as being ten to one greater than it is over 
the tt·uthful spirits! Here, then, is an infallible standat·d 
to measut'e the reliability of the "mediums" who offer 
their services to the public. 

It will now be perceived, that another great public duty 
must be performed: that is, to test the Yirtuous or Yicious 
character of the "mediums," and thus detcrmiuc whether 
the affinities between them and the spiritual world, will 
attract the lying or the truthful spirit:>. This test can be 
easily applied by a person possessing the proper moral 
qualities. It will only be necessary to bring the sledge 
hammer, willed to us by the last legitimate heir of the 
blacksmith, into close proximity to the persons of the 
"mediums." If lacking Yirtue, it will attract them, as it 
did the wicked feJlow, in the blacksmith's castle; if yit·
tuous, it will repel them as it did the good man on that 
occasion. 

But there arc rca::~ons, detailed at page 118, why we, 
ourself, cannot take hold of that sledge hammer. For
tunately, there are not wanting, among a certain class of 
philanthropists, persons amply qualified to apply this test, 
and to them we pledge the loan of the sledge hammer, 
whenever it is demanded for this humane undertaking. 
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C01 CLU 10 

Object or this work.- Te ts of Anirnul Magnetism and Mesmeric ympalh) .
u Spiritual Rapping,,, &c., &c. 

IN concluding our labors, it will be proper to drop the 
Yein of satire, hith rto indulged. It will be noticed that 
we have not undertaken to decide upon the extent to 
which 1\ esmerism, and its anied 'cience , may embrace 
new 1 cieutific truths: thi task we 1 ave to men better 
· r·ed than out·s lves in th known laws of nature. Our 

blo\ · · hnxe o 11y b n aimed at the charlatanry practiced 
in th it· name , and the extravagant pr ten ion of their 
advocate . The t 1·m, /m(luinativc 'i nccs, :vhich ha 
been adopted to designate the whole ra.uge of pretend d 
di coveri · we hax b n con idering, is th mo ·t appro
priate that can b selected, as it conv ys the true idea of the 
met·i s to which the) can at pr ent lay claim. 

Ye may be harg d with a little .·tL·ayagauce, in ridi
culing th pr ten ion of l\Iesmeric mountebank , in their 
att mpt to imitate the mirac1e of l\Iose , here reference 
is made to 1 ilJinu frogs by an eftort of the u:ill. Hut, in 
this, a in all thing 1 e, ' haY k pt whhin the limits 
of their pretcn ~ion . ln pt•ooi of thi J we need on] quote 
a ·ing]c paragraph, from th ' ... Tiuht- ' ide of 1\atur ) ' a 
popular work among lmaginati,·e Philo ophe1·s. Iu th 
chapter on the ower of the \ r·n," the author ~s ay : 

" Dr. Em emoser mention a cm·iou ~ instance of thi 
actio in di tans, or far-worl·ing. It appear that an I el
mont, l1aYina a 1 ert d that it wa · po ~ibl for a man to 
e tingui8h the Jifi of an animal by the eye alon , (occulis 
intenti. ,) ou cau, tl natura.1i t, repeat d the xpcriment 
when in the Ea t, and in this manner killed YeraJ toatls ; 
but on a sub quent occa ion, while trying the xperim nt 
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at Lyons, the animal. on finding it could not escape, fixed 
it eye immovably on him, so that he fell into a fainting 
fit, and was thought to be dead. lie wa restOI·ed Ly 
m ans of thcdacum and viper powder-a truly homeopa
thic remedy ! liowcyer, we here, probably, see the Ol'igin 
of the univer al popular pcrsua ion, that there is some 
my teriou }H'opertr in the eye of a toad ; and also, of the 
o·called uper tition of the evil-eye., 

There is one point, before we take leaYe of our readen, 
to which attention mu t be directed. It i not true, as 
ofi n alleged, that cientific men have neglected to exam
inc these new discoYerie , and test their p1·etensions by the 
!mown laws of nature. They ha\'c done o I'epeatedly, 
but that portion of the public who love to deal in the 
imaO"illative in tead of the real, gi ·e but little attention to 
their deci ions. One case may setTe to illu trate the 
whole. The pretension, b) the believers in Animall\Iag-
1 tism, that the human body, in the l\lcsmcric tate, is a 
magnet, wa put to the te t ome time ago, in Ci11cinuati. 
A chalhmg was cnt by a Icsmerist of some pretcn ions, 
to a Profcs or of the 1. Tatural cienc s to test two points
that the human 1 ody i magnetic, and that th re is a Ie~ p 

meric S~ympathy betw en the l\Ie 11 eri 't and his ubject 
The challenge was accept d. 'fhc ~ ubject \\·a~ bt·cught to 
the Profe so~:· laboratory by the 1He~merist, and, being 
opcrat d upon, wa placed upon bi back on the floo ·. 
Thu he lay wholly uncon ciou a it was a erted, of all 
that wa~ t.ransactinO' arom1d him. 

~ow, it mus b ... rememb J' d, that all magnet attract each 
other mut 1ally and that the weight of a magnet is increased 
to the amount of that of the body adh rin(J' to it by atb·a -
tion. The Profcssornppli "d a ruagnct,capablc of supporting 
a w ight of eighty pounds, to tl e forehead of the subject. 
Bnt a. anticipated by him, though the body of the subject 
toHow d t1 e magn t n his raising it upward, yet the 
Pl'ofcssor could not pe1·ceive the slightest increase in its 
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weight; that is, the magnet attracted the head and upper 
part of the body of the )"Ollllg' man, "·ho \\'Cighed a hun
dred and fifty pound,:, and sustained it in ncady an erect 
postmc, without the slightc:-t addition be in:;- made to the 
1nagncf!! own weight. This experiment, repeated sc\'cl·al 
time:<, was a clear demonstration to the P1·ofcssor, that the' 
whok pretension wa,; a humbug, and that the :\Je,..mcl'i:>t 
and his subject were attempting to practice a gro,.;s fa·nud 
upon him. But a more delicate test was next applied. 
The Profc:ssor su,.;pcndcd a n•ry small and :scnsiti\'C mag
net by a delicate fihre or silk, so that the slightest ma~
netic attraction actin~ upon it, could be at once pcrcei,·ed. 
This magnet could hold in suspension, by the power of 
its attmetion, only the weight of the finest cambric needle. 
But the c•llcct of' this small magnet upon the suhject 
was equally a,.; powe1·ful as the larger one, lifting his hody, 
as before, into a sittin~ posture on the t1oor; while there was 
no increase in its own weight, nor the least ucgrcc ol' 
atlraction exerted upon it by the pretcndctl magnetic body 
of the ~ubjcct, so a.<; to mo,·e it towm-d him! 

'l'hc experiments made to te:o:t the .Jic,.mcric .~.IJ/J/fYllhy, 
existing between the i\Iesmcrist and his ~ubjcct, wct·c 
equally successful in exposing- the imposture of the pt·e
tcnsion. The electric battery '"as usc!l. The . hocks 
were at llr::;t applied to the .Jlcsmcri:>t, anti when he would 
jump a.nd shuffle on the floor, the subject "·oultl abo 
startlc as if he had rccci\cd the shock. On moYing the 
apparatus into an adjoinin!{ room, and repeating the 
shocks on the :\Tcsmcri:c<t, tht! subject ,.;till jumped at the 
moment his mastl'l' t·ccC'iYed thc ~hock, and jarred the Jloor. 
But when the J\Ic,..mcrist was rcnoYed to n room still fu!'
thcr off, unknown to the :<ubjecl, anti other ~cntlemen, 
without hcing shocked, imitated the jumping and shuffiing 
of the l\Iesmerist, the I'Ul~jcct continued to startle and 
jump with a.s much energy as if his master were still 
rccciYing the electric shocks! 
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But did the Ie merist, after such demon tration of the 
non-existence of ma,.netism and sympalllg in J.\Ie mf'riz d 
pet•sons, acl·nowledge his enor and abandon his profes
. ion? "'ot at aU : b.e went on his way, proelaimin(J', bo h 
in his lecture and new paper puiJL that the e ·perimenu 
of the learned Pro~ or had fully e tabli hed the trutb of 
the propositions they had so signally refuted. .a..,. ow, after 
ucb demon trations as these) of the impostures practiced 

upon the public in the name of cience, how can any 
honest man do aught but treat such charlatanry with 
contempt? 

There are many well meaning person , half inclined to 
belie •e in the claims of the c mountebank·, who argue that 
scientific men are much to blame for not im·esti(J'ating all 
pretended discoYerie , and exposing impo ~tul'es where ·er 
they are found. Tlu , they urge, i demanded for the pro
tection of the public auain t imposition; and, so zealous 
do they omefmes become, that they utter th ir censures 
against men of cience, in no very mild terms, for thei:r 
suppo ed dere]iction of duty. 'Ve cannot bette1· iHu trate 
the ab urdity of thi demand, than by telling the foliO\ 'ing 
anecdote: 

A certain ldng, D'l' atly annoyed by the ext1·ayagant fol
lie of his ,..ubject:s, re olved to put an end to the e ·il b1; 

exteJ•minatin(J' all the fool within his dominion , begin
ning with the greate t fir t. ' ith a zc-< 1 qualing the 
emerg ncy, he offered th post of "Fool-l·iller ' to one of 
hi~ shrewde t councilor . But to his astoui hment, the 
honor was declined. On demanding a re on for uch a 
deci ion, the an w r wa this : " lay it plea e yom· 

Iaje ty, I am fullj impr s d with a. ~en e of the hono1· 
you have done me, in appointing me to thL important 
work j but I mu t declin cnt ring upon the di charg of 
the dutie that would de,•oh-e upon me, chiefty out of th:e 
1·cgard I ha\·e for tbe wrlfare of yours If. hould I 
accept, and act according to tbe spirit of the law, I must 
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fir·t 1-iH you.' :c l'"ill me!'' exclaimed he l·ing in 
• ~toni~hment; ·'you mi take my obj c !' c: _ ·ot at all/' 
1 pli d the ouncilor, ' tl e greate t fool is to be fi.r:::t 

. •cutcd, and the 1 ~' t· one· afterward. He who .:np · 
po:-:e::; that any one man can li\·e lo liT enough to kill all 
th fool- in . ·our ldug-dom, i:::, him~elf 1e {7reate t fool 
within it- bom d ·, and nu ·t be the fir-t to ufier." The 
kin"" tl ereup n re-ch ded the law. beinn- con\'inccd it 
\\"onld lo~e him half h';;: -ubjects. The man who think 
. ci ntific men . hould become '' fi ol-killers;' o the neg
lect of their profes;:o,.ion , i- him elf a great a fool a wa 
thi- king. 

' The pirit Rappincrs, elong to the department of the 
Imaginath·e ience~. Tl i- volume would be incomplete, 
therefor , \\"itl out a notice of that ne\v ueyelopment o · 
h. rlatanry. The writer has had no opportunity of w·t

nc. :incr any of these"' maniie tatiou~ ., until Yery recently. 
Tl c 1 ctw·e of J. Tiffany, · ·q., in incinn ti,' i the 
only one that he hn- heard, where the '~ rapping n w r~ 

producted. La.:.t winter he attend d one in a city church, 
where the preacher, a belieYer in he " :piritual manife~t
ation , '' ,·ery earefhlJy mt meu up t te c: re\·elati 1 - • which 
had been made pre\·iou to that date. This l ctm·e wa::i a 
andid ~ tatemeut, to hi· concrreo-ation, o ·''hat be belieYed 

to be the facL, and Yery . atLfactory a. a gener 1 sum
mary. rom him it was 1 arned that the Communi ts., tl e 

bakers, the ·~\Iormon , and membe1 of e\·eral rcligiou 

bodie , which need not be named, had ach receh-ed 
·· ph·itunl eonmunication~ .. con rmiug the tL·uth of their 

. ystem of beli f. 
1'\ w, whe1·e the "reYela ion .. nr o contt·auictory, o.s 

those made to these :seYeral ~cct- must haYe been ace lS

tomeu to 1·ea~on on common .:en:e principles, we cannot 

July 31 1 l "51. 
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but conclude that the whole thing is a y:tem of frauo 
and that ach of the 1 arties named are attcmptinO', by 
this means, to bol.-te1· up their Cl'eecL. For each of th ~n 
sect· to deny that the other haYe receh·ed piritual com
munications, would thl'ow discredit upon aH uch c re,·c]a
tions.'' 1 he partie , thercfo1·e, have adopted an ingeniou~ 
moue of explaining the my tcry. It is admitted by each 
that all the others are truly in the recei t of supernatural 
J'e,·elation , but that the di crepancies in the doctrines 
revealed are caused by" lying spirits,' who interfere and 
make false respon es. 

There is one feature, in particular, in the e " ~ph·it ,, 
doings, that must be noted. \ve refer to a pretended pl·opb
ecy, by the pirits, of coming cYents. From time to time 
it l as been repeated, until many are infiuen~ed to expect 
its fulfillment. 'fhc prophecy i thi · : that '~c al'e on 
the eve of some grand -pit·itual deYelopment, when an w 

ol'dcr of things i to be introduced into the world · and 
that the Inanifestations now recei,•ed arc only the precur-

01 ~ of the mm·e extended rev lations ,-hich are to follow. 
Connected with thi are hints of wJ ,at is to he anticipated. 
Humanity, it is said, is in a course of l'ooorc ion and 
deY lopment) from a state of rni:-.ty mrntal ob curity, in 
which but little of truth, phy ical, moral o · ~piritual, vns 
understood by man, to a condition wLeu he shall compn·
hencl, as doe.s the mind of the lnfinite all phy .ical, mor:J.[ 
and spiritual law~. l Tor is thi · all. It i. taught that 
Sm·ageism, Pagani m, Juuai..:m, 1\IohauuucdaJ ism, an 
Cl1ristianity al'e equall.- diYiue, embrncinn- ~~ o much trnth 
a~ couhl be ~duced, at their introduction. by the hmna1 
intellcctl from the re\'elation God ha - made of bin self io 
n. turc' la\V ; and that the y~ tems at·e but links in the 
great chain of e rent that ,·ill ultimate in the harmon
izing of universal relations- now }lJ'oducing evil by their 
disco~·uancy- and the u~herin,.,. in of the O'feat sa1nttion, 
'hich is to relen~e manl ind fron1 the \'as:salage of the 
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present Ol'ganization of !'!Ociety, and introduce a complf'tc 
conformity to natUl'e'::; Ia,,·:;, when man ::-:hull >'tunrl 
redeemed a~nid .:\Iillennial peace. 

Although, as is usual with errorists, there is not much 
unity of sentiment among those connected with thci<l' 
"manifestatLons ;" yet the foregoing statement includes the 
'iews held by many who neither wish to be decciYed them
selves, not' arc designedly attempting to deceiYc others. 
The misty obscurity in which the minds of these men ru·c 
involved, a~.·e the results of ignorance, both in philosophy 
and Revelation ; and not, as with the leaders, who haYe 
misled them, a systematic attempt to deceive the public 
for mercenary purposes. For the sake of such well 
'meaning persons, and to guard others against deception, 
attention is asked to a few rema1·ks, introductory to the 
statement of a rule, by which to distinguish false pretend
e•·s to re,·eiations from the true messengers of HeaYen. 

'Vhcn an earthly sovereign send::; an agent to a foreign 
potentate, on business of state, he supplies to him such 
l'rcdentinls, bearing the royal seal, as will \·erify the truth 
of his mission. So, when the King of Heaven is about to 
introduce a new dispensation among men, impart a warning 
of the future fate of wicked nations, or bl'ing deliYerancc 
to bis own people, his messengers arc supplied with testi
monials, bearing the seal of Jehovah, to attest the 
Di,·inity of their legation. This seal is the power to work 
miracles- the eddcnce of their being in communication 
with the Didnc Spirit. The Prophets, under the Old 
Testament dispensation, ami the Saviour and Apostles, 
nnder the Xcw, all possessed this e\•idcnce of their 
hca.\ cnly mission to mankind. ~o well is this usage of 
the Di\'ine goYcrnment understood, ~o fully has it been 
!mown that the Almighty thus authenticates his agent!", 
that en~ry impostor, desirous of building up a new religion, 
from :\1ohnmmed, in Asia, to i\Iatthias and .Toe Smith, in 
America, ha,•e claimed to be in communication with the 

10 
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spiritual world, and pretended to pos es miraculous 
power. 

Under the e circumstances, it becomes a matter of vital 
importance to mankind, to be able to distinguish between 
the true and the false, between the agents of Heav n and 
the mi aries of the pit. l or is this a difficult task. 
The · aturalist cannot more easily determine the identity 
of pecies, vhere variety of form exi ~t , by studying the 
anatomical tructure and the habits of animal , than we 
may determine the true ft·om the fal e, in regard to those 
who make pretensions of being in communication n ith 
the " piritual world." Let us, then, like the J. Tatura1ist, 
with hi ne\ ·ly discovered pecimen, proceed o dissect 
and to study the habits of our pretenders to ... upernatuml· 
revelations, that they may be prope·rl) cla" ified, and tl e 
public know what e timate to place upon them. 

But 1 t us first b gin with 1\lohammed, and learn the 
manner in '•hich he introduced him. elf as a me senaer 
from HeaYell, and the grounds upon which he founded b:s 
claims to the pos e ion of a divine commi .. ~ion. All hi 
communications from the piritual world were received in 
private. The Angel Gabriel, in the ca ·e of Hera, wa 
the medium, as h a erted, who, a uming a human form 
deliYered his mess<~·, and ascended again to heaYen. 
There were no witne e to these angelic 'Vi its. He 
operated louo- eno JO'h amonP' his privat friend to gain n. 
fe,' proa lytes, befi re his revelations were made public 
Th n, bciuo- charrreu with imposture, forgery, madness, he 
denom ced the vencr ance of Ileay n upon tho who 
rc:jected him a. :o · ~ proph t, and prodllced reY lation 
received al o in pr" · te, in ' · 1ich the lUo~t High him elf, 
by a.n oath, confi1·rnetl t 1e truth uf hi mL iou. A mirac]e 
being demanded of th impostor, as a s al of his di ·ine 
commi sion ; amono- oth r ·a ion , a private communi
cati n, from abri l, directed him to reply : " I it not 
suflicient for them that I have sent down unto thee the 
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book of the Koran, to I c read unto them? 'Ve kent not 
our mef:sen"'ct's othct wi ·c than h m-iug crood tiilinns and 
tl nouneing th ·cat:. ~ ~ y,] ·ay not unto y u, the treasures 
of Uotl are in my pow r; neither do l ay 1 know the 
se ft"ts of God ; neither do I say unto you, ,·erily l am nn 
angel. I folio'· only that which i:3 re,·eaJcd unto me. · 
At a ub equent pct·iod, when a mh·ucle wati again dc.~

rnanded, he replied, that their prcdcces ors had despi"'ed 
the miracles of the former pa·ophet ; and, for thi rca 'Ot , 

l~od would work no more among them. At a later pel'iod, 
howeYer, when he '·as at l\lcdina, at the bead of an army, 
1 had a more umm· ry way of :;olvin('l' aU dilHeultie 
arisina from this sou1·cc · for hi~ doctrine then \Va~, that 

od bad formerly sent 1\lose and Jesu , with the pow .r 
of working miracle , and yet men would nol bclie,·e; antl, 
therefot·~, be bad now sent him, a Prophet of another 
ordet·, commissioned to force belief by the pow r of the 
~ wortl. 

'!he lima.x of :l\Iohammed'. communication with th 
·· :-~piritunl "\vorl~,, was hi night journey through t.he 
.·ev n hea,·ens. This imparted uch a acl'ednes to his 
dmracte1·, in the <'stimation of bis votarie , that he wa 
able to erect, upon this foundation, j u t such a fabric of 
imposture at) he plea. ed to impose upon hi. credulous fol
lower . 

The defeat of i\Iohammerl's troops at Ohod, nfter he had 
promi ·ed them Yictory, led to murmur amona hi follow
er , and the cha1·ge was made that the Prophet had 
ll cei ·ed them, and that the will of the Lord had not been 
r ' al d to him. 'J'o thi · he indirrnantly 1·eplied, that the 
cau:se of tbe defeat was in the . in of the p oplc:·· 

The e are the promh ent point in 1\Iobammed' pre
tended r Yelations. ... T()ne bu him!' l wa e\·cr permitted 
to ue present, when hi~ ~ommm ication from hea\'en. 
wN·e reecin•u: and, t ltimatcly, he · uecc ded in forcing 
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himself upon a large portion of mankind, a a tru pro ph t 

of God. 
The imposture of l\fatthias, in lrew York, wa. intro

duced ·n the same manner with that of 1\Iohammed. All 
his revelations w re receiv d in secret; and yet, by the 
boldnc s with which he a .. erted his claims, he wa 
belieyed, by his deluded disciple , to be a diYine visitant 
on earth. lie claimed to e God, the Father, with power 
iufiuite; and yet, when urg d to work a miracle, in proof 
of his pretension , he eYaded compliance, sometimes by 
declaring that it '' ould be an indignity to exert a super
natural power for the indulgence of a mere idle curio ity, 
and then again insistino- upon the necessity of our ha ·ing 
faith in him, before a miracle could be made perceptible 
to our ense . Immediate!) afterward he boa ted of one 
of his miracle , in re toring a small child to pe1fect hea tl1 
instantly; but beina que tioned as to the capacity of the 
child to exerci e faith, he found him elf cau(l"ht, at d 
tru·ned ·way. Yet thi man's preten ions were belieY d, 
to the ruining of , eYer 1 p r ... on of wealth and intellJ
gence. 

Next, in order, come the reYelation from the "spirit 
world,'' connected with l\lormonism. o aYoid making 
statements n~t waiTanted by l\Iormon author'ty, on app1i
cation to a very re pectable gentleman, a di ciple of that 
body, we rec iYed ract N'o. 6, y r,on l"Tatt, "one of 
the Tw 1 ce Apostles of the Chru·ch of Je us lui t of 
Latter ay 'aint ." This tract was publi hed in London, 

ecember 14, 1 4 , and i bead d "R markable Yi ions.' 
From this t ·act, w learn that the re\·clation from hea,· u 
to Jo eph mith, Jr., pr paring lim for the office of a 
Proph t, and pointing out to him d1e place where the 
golden 11lates. of the ook of .1. Iormon. w re id, were a 1 
made to him in prh·at and afterward communicated by 
him elf to hi friend . He had numerous Yisions, fre. 
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q neut u truction::; fl'om ang 1:-;, and "a· ..; "\·er·: 1 time 
. ut·routHJ d L: '' CJ'loriou · li,.,.h :-; ;" hut alwa · "·hen alone. 

e was n.lmw wh u he t'CCl h· d the goltlc1 plnt s fi'Om the 
ltand of he ang 1. ' -h n the ang I U]lp arcd to • mit!, 
nut! hi~ coadjutor, C wd ry, to ordain tl ·m and command 
h m to baplizc each othm·, they wct·c alone. T i · furtlt r 

t. ted in this tract, tl at the Im·mon aint::; lu.wc confi r1·ccl 
upon them "the gift of re\'clation, proplt cy> d:;ions, the 
mini try of angel , hcaliug the jck by laying on of hand· 
in the name of Jesus, the working of miracle , and, iu 
hort, all tho gift a:'! mention d in • 'crip ur , or a:s 

enjoyed hy the ancient aint . ' It i furthet· a crt d tha , 
after h orO'anization of th ir church, the' ift w t·e 
po ses·ed and ex rcised, and that many wcr filled with 
the Ioly Gho t by the laying on of hand,, and that \·H., 
we•·e ca t out and the icl· h al d. From oth r om·c , 
we leal'n that the laying on of hand , anti pra.-ing fm· the 
h aling of the icl, wa~ practic d frequently. If no hcal
inJ foUo' ed, it '"a attributed, not to the want of powc1· 
on the part of the saint who officiated, but to the want of 
faith in the ick person. 

It ·will now be ccn, that, in one re pcct, the policy of 
l\Iohammecl, l\Iatthia , and 1 mith, were identical. Their 
revelation were all receiw•d in the ab nee f witncsse~, 
and their own individual t tim ny va. · al they had to 
oflc1·, in suppm1: of tl c truth f their prcten··ions. .1 .,.ot
with tanding thi · d fcc of te ·timon ·, the - all fo md 

iuds so p culial'ly on:-titutcd, as to b licYc thcil· as ·er
tions and h mi:.:lcd by th ir fraud:. 'Yhat succe' the 
JUorrnon 1 roph thad, in x rei ·inO' th miraculouo. gift h 
claimed to po ~e 1 we beHc,·e ; '·ell understood by tl e 
public. Tl1e JH'e~ence f an unbelie\·er, it was said, 
always pr ,·ent d the :succ -s of hi:; mil'aclcs; or do we 
kuo\ r, except L) em 1mon r pol't that he oft n. mad he 
att mpt to perform them. His J"c\·datious from th' spir
itual world howe' r, " re recei \-ed almo.:::t dail ·. It 
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happen l ,o , not unfrcqu •1 t y, tha ··lying ·pii·its" inter~ 
meddled iJ the reYelations rccei,· ~d by ·o tC ot the aints, 
ami c used trouble to the Prophet. The '· castina out of 
cledl:'l," Jrom · 1·al of the hrethr n who \"ere troubled 
with them also ccnpicd a portion f hi.: time. 

Th '' 1 'pirit 1 apping ' are next in order, in thi cata
logu f pr .tended upernatur 1 r Yelation~, afforded to 
manl·ind. As before tateu, '· ha ,.e heat•d but two lee~ 
ture::3 on this ubject. 1 hey were of a character, how
en~r, U at nabled u · to form lH opinion of the mo ement, 
and to n-h· it a proper cla sification. 

'1'1 c I clur of _I·. Ti any, in Cincin ati, who i the 
principal champion fo · thh; cau:c in the ,x.~ e ~t, wa 
reported by two city papers. The report are not fnll, as 
to all matt rs di cu ::s d, but rea~onably fait ful a· far as 
they extend. \Vith the a· d of our own note and these 
t·epo 't:, we are nabled to pre~ nt, with cou~~·derab1e accu
racy, the points in his 1ectm· that we wi to 1 otice. 

' I his I cture, at .Mechanic'· HalL 'l'lmr day cvenin". lr. Tiffany 
fir l went into an argument to show that th spirits of the departed 
w rc capa I of making phy ·i al manife,ta ious. If it wer not o, 
many portion~ of the Dible mu ·t be pron unc d um ·orthy of b lief; 
and bc:0;ide thi , we h;we the mo8t po:ith·e eddeuce of our nscs. 

The only authority wo ha.d for crcditincr th tniracles of Chri ·tt ,,·a.· the 

direct \'idence of two witne :5' and the hear~say e,·idence of two 
others. On the other hand, we lun.c had the iud· p 1table e\•idcnce of 
our own - n:e· that the ~pirit hatlu t nnly produced ·ound , nudiblc 
and di-tinct. but hnd aJ~o further di ·pln)'t>d their power. by uto\'iJ g 
chair·, t· b}c~, and nth r articll•.· of furuitur •. He would •ate a few 

furts, aml wa r ady to ·enr to tlwm, und r th pain and p naltic · of 
perjury. • 'orne mnntlr a..! • h • h· d. wiLhout know in" "hy, or for 
what pnrpos sndrl nly h cnm1' .. a llll'•lium .. of th .. piritua1 rnanife.-
tations. •7hil ~·iLtin•• IL} n in IIi , ttuly. loud ruppinr7~ were heard on 

his table, .-o a to cau:>e a tli. tin(' \'1 mtti n. and they we-r heard in 
aU part ftlw hou~c. ll n \'Cr had nuv c ntrol O\' r them whutcv r 
but thcy followed him about uml <liiOO\' ;, hiu cxccedino-ly. For ·ev~ 

. I:. 

ral we k p:d, h' had not h ard anything f'f tlwm. and ·upposcd that 
ior nru T a '011, h had C ased to e a medium. Of one thinlY he \\"U.S 

as positive a or his O\ n existence- the ounds were not ~roduced 
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Ly nuy human ageucy, and thi: h co ld pro\'e by m mb rs of his 
family. 

·· i\11'. Tiffany related the rit·r.uulstan of a vi 'i.t h paid to the 

r • id nee f Judge *If.* '""""'• whil a medium wa · pres nt. No one 
kucw of l1i · coruing and on his arrival he found the family s-eat d 
around n ~all tnbl or ·tand, come ~ing with a litU child in the 
·pirit land, nam cl Ada \ rmiam . A !SOOn a he entered, the pirit 
call d for the alp1tabet, and ·pell d out '·good morning." He ca ed 
him ·pi in th circle, and immediately the tand mo,·cd tO\\ ard him 
und pr d ugain t him. Th company imm diately arose and stood 
off (lt a di tance. 'l'hc stand till pre :;cd again ·t him, and as he 

moved back it followed him. He aro ·e, took hi place in the c. tended 
circle, and a ked da if h would au-wer question by mo\•in" the 

tnnd. Immediately the ·tand moved. He then a ked many que·
tion , nnd, at every on admitting of an affirmative answer the stand 
mov d as if it.' ere a living thing. Each mem r of the company at 
partingJ bad th pirit' good morning," and toward each one in turn, 
the tand moved, a if rNurninu the alutc. 'l'hey then bade little 
Ada ''good morninrr," all together, and the ·tand took a circle, as an 

ncknow1edgrnent of the courte y to all. During thi time, no percon 
wn within the di tance of four feet of the stand, and he could \·car it 
wns moved by no phy ical agency."* 

1 e two "mediums'' 1\ Lses Iargaretta and K.aty o.·, 
verc on the platform b hind the peal·er, ea.ted upon a 
tt \ bile 1\b. Tiffany was spcakinO', loud 't·apping ' 

' ere fr quentl~ hem·d, ~ · if in confh·mation of his tate
meut and doctt·incs. Th audienc w L' informed, a the 
lecturer progre:s ed, that the ·e 'rappings'' w t•c pr duccd 
h the 'spirit ." So nct·getieally did th y attest th truth 
of his tale about the 8pit·it of littl da moving the table ; 
and o anxiou · eli they appe r to be to c L'tify to the ac
eurae\' of all he aid, ·o th t the truthfuln -' or hi mi ·-
ion mig 1t not b doubted b- the audi nee; that a g 1 tle

man pre ent, wi;h'uO' to e tl th matter faid~ ,t ppcd 
forward and 11andcd to I1·. T. thL que ·tion, plainly 

on the plat-



1\Ir. Ti r' ny pau cd, rc d the que tion, and aitl he 
co ld ask them, hut knew not whether he could get a 
rcspo 1~e as 1 e hr!d no more con rol ovm· the "spirit~·' 
than the <"'tmtlemnu ·h made the request. e then pnt 
the ue~ti n: anc repeated it in tw r thrc form ; but 
f;"lcncc fo1lo\ ·cu. Th u"h there were evcral chairs on the 
pl~ form, y t neither "rapping ' nor moYing of the chairs 
a~ made hy th pirits, in m s\\·er to this invitation 

to d mon~tratc thch· presenc . The connection of the poles 
o ·the blachm1ith's nervanrous batlcrg,did no. n ore uddenly 
•·epel hi infc ·nal • a'lants up hro tgh the roof of his 
ea tle, than did Mr. Titrany ~" >irit ,'' "' 10 had hitherto 
~o liberaJly c e reel him on, eem to have in tautly 
vani hed from _lcchanic' H ll. A ter a few minute-' 
pause the lecture '·as re umed, "·hen the ' ph·it " oon 
returned again and responded, tnomptly, to e\·eral re
q e t of iUr. T., hy ' rappings;" hut tl e chair· and 
table were permitted to rc t without di~turbance, until 
the performance wa oYer. 

In the report of ... Ir. Tiffany's lecture, by the_.,. onpa1·eil, 
it will be noticed, that the r t v· -it, of the·· -pirit " were 
made to him while alot c in hi office. But hi own word, 
backed b) the ffcr to sup !'add hi· oath, 's all the testi
mony he ha to p1 c ent in proof of his a ertions. Thu,, 
he is involved in precisely the same ilemma that l\loham

med, Matthia. and Joe~ 'mith '\ CL'C placed: and in imita
tion of th .·e 1i protot. 'I es he p1·opo ·c.· to produce hi 
o~ -n family, and certai 1 privnte Hc1 d~ a witnc:' .. C. of the 
trnth of hi~ later it t rcour.· \'ilh , tperna m· I y· itor-. 
A if to mal·c the 1 arallc complet · ... nd nffonl mple 
means of classifying him pl'Opcrlr when rcques etl, before 
an intelligent and nttenti,·e au eli nee, in ! I chanic.' Hall, 
to give h 1110 ·t imp}e d m n.- rati I · or t} C } re·ence 
and po :\' ·r f up rnatnral spirit~, hi effort wru a failure. 
Ilis apol, ~y for tlw failure, too. i wortl1y of o ~ifted a 
successor of tl trio we hav nam d. It w ld h Ye done 
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honor to ~loharnmctl, :i.\Iatthias, or Smith; becau;;e it has 
the ~emhlancc of IH'ing mort• philosophical than the rca
sons offered by th<'m, for the non-performance of mimclcs, 
when ur!{e<l hy unhclie,·ers to exhibit that s<"al of their 
intercour:<e with the spiritual world. II~re is his apology, 
according to our notes, and the report of the Daily Times : 
The" spil'iL~" arc•intluenccd hy each mmd in the audience. 
As there is alway:-~ a di,·ergt'nee, instead of a convergence 
of thou~ht, among the persons compo:~ing a large as~em
bly, the " spirits " are often •·endet·ed incapable of gaining 
clear conceptions of what is desired; and hence it is, gen
erally, that sati~factory "manifestation:;" can only be 
affordetl in pri\ate conferences with the" mediums.'' 

This explanation makes ::\Ir. Tiffany's "Rpirits" a very 
stupid set of beings, truly; inasmuch i\$ the request to 
mo,·c tlw chair \\·as read aloud in their presence, and laid 
upon the desk before them. Dut hi~ apology for the 
"spirits," in failing to accommodate him with occular 
demonl'ltration, before the audience, of the truth of his 
claim::~, pi'OYes more than thei1· stupidity. lf the" :<pirits'' 
are thus easily confused, by the want of unity of thought 
among persons prct<ent, admitting the prcten~ion of the , 
presence of the spirits to be true, what t·eliancc, \\'<' would 
asl<, can be placed upon any of their re,·elation~ ? It 
seem::; to us, that this explanation is a most unf<>rtunate 
one fol' the credibility of all the communications, put·port
ing to come from the "!<ph·it world," aud should be con
sidered amply :;unicient to inYalidate the whole of them. 
'Vho is to decide when the :spirits are or arc not confuseu, 
by a want of con\'.ergence of thought among pet'l-IOIIR pre.;s
cnt? .\nd who can fail to see, that this explanation 
place~ the "·hole nllair of the "~pirit rappings ., on a par 
with the reasons a><:;igned by :\Iatthias and Smith, for not 
work in~ miracle:;, b<'causc of the want of faith in Rome 
of tho:-;c happening to be JH'C~ent? "'here is the tliflcr
cnce, \\ c dcmanrl . between a want of convergence of· 
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thoucrht, and a want of faith, in preventing the perform
ance of a miracle? 

w"ll not do to say, as did 1\Ir. Tilfauy, that ' there is 
tl i a.d\'antage, ho ve,·er, in favor of the spiritual origin of 
th · rappino-s: nothing in regal'd to them Yiolate physical 
laws, wh.il the cripture phenomena do Yiolate them.'' 
lt i' a king a) together too much of intelligent reader oi 
tl e ible, to belie •e tbat there i any essential difference 
between the " spirits '' moving tables and chairs and the 
miracle of the~ cripture . The production of ound, by an 
inYisible and immaterial agent, or the mo,·ement of a table, 
ringing a beH, or sounding a gong- if performed in 
the manner that it is alleged to be done by the" piritsu-is 
a .. truly a miracle as any of those recorded in cripture. 
ft i a physical act, performed without the aid of a physi· 
cal aO'ent, and therefore miraculous. lt is not such a tre 
mendous exhibition of miraculous power, it is true, a the 
slaying a.ll the first-born in Egypt, or the dividing of the 
Red ea ; yet, still, if performed, it would be as certainl .. r 
an exhibition of supernatural po\Yer a: either of those 
miracles. And we must here say, that it is not the least 
criminal part of the conduct of thes charlatan , to under-
a! e to explain the 11h nomen a of' piritual rapping , b~ 

a CJ"ting that the ph·i produce the ouud by explo ion~ 
of electricity. Thi8 is a preten ion wholly unphilosophi
cal, and i it If a (·a d. o explosion of electricity can 
occur, pt·oducinU' a. ound a loud. a the u ual tone::s of the 
"raps,' without emittina liaht; and no man ha 'een the 
electrical lirrht, cau d h · these ex:plo ions whicl are aid 
to produc the ' rappjngs.' n amount of · lectricity, 
sufiici nt to mo\·e a bl , or rino- a beU, would cau e, by 
ihi cxplo ion, a fla ·h of liffht sufliciently brilliant to illu
minate the larcre t room. Electdc .xplosion producing 
sounds equalina those mad in l\I chanic ' Hall, during 
1\Ir. iflb.ny's lecture \'ould produce sufiicient light to be 
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apparent 1n every part of the room; and ye1, no one could 
tiCC the ,.li:;htcst indication, during the whole cYcning, of 
the production of the l'rnallest electric ,.park. \or did the 
sound.', pro<: need by the raps, t•cscmble the sharp cmck of 
the. electrical spark, but we1·c full and :;onorous indicatina 

' 0 

a Yery diflcrcnt origin than that of elcctl'icit,·. 
But we mu~t clo::c this im·esti~ation of .the habib of 

the::;e rnmm~el'l> of the "spirit rappings." The reader 
will conclude that :i.\Ir. Tiffany and hi:; lady associates 
were not half so stupid a~ their inYi~iblc attendants, in 
promising better things at thci1· prh'ate conferences than 
at theil· puhlic exhibition,. ; when it i~ stated, that no one 
can be admitted to the rooms of the " mediums," except 
on the JHL)'tnent of a dollar at the door. Jf he then, 
rccciYf'strup rcvclation>1,it is ''"ell; but, hit or miss, they ha\'C 
the dollnr. In tlm:s ha,·ing an eye to the fees, the "medi
ums'' secu1 to ha,·c taken le;:;sons from Billy ~I'Conncll. 

\Vith the whole of these facts and ob,.en·ations before 
him, when taken in connection with the additional matc
Jials in our Appendix, it is helic,·ed that no one will hesi
tate a moment in cla:>:sifying thc:sc "::-piritual rapper, ., 
along with .Mohammed, .:\latthias and Jot· :::imith. Thi::l is 
their po::;ition, as we shalll'how, in contl'asting thci1· c-on
temptible fooleries with the miraculous nets recorded in 
:5cripture. 

The most objectionable feature in :'llr. Tiffany',; lecture, 
was in tho:;c parts where he followed the example of many 
of the lcadcr:1 in this impo!:>turc, in their etforts to under
value the testimony upon which the truth of the Cht·istian 
religion is based. \Yhilc they admit the truth of Chri:sti
anity, they allow it ::<carcely a \Yhit mor<' c•·edibility than 
they concede to -'Jolw.mmeJanism m· Paganism. Theit· 
object seems to be, the elcnttion of their .. spiritual mnui
fe!>tations" to an equal dignity with the othe1· supcmatu
ral manif(>station~, t•eal or li·audul<'nt, which haYe pr<'ceded 
the new dispensations,· ot· social and political revolutions, 
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he1·etofor intt·oduced among mankind. That there i 
om thil g mor in the aim of many of these men, than 

m re tempora11' personal advantage, admit of but little 
doubt. Jn this country, where social changes are but 
'ittle needed, and where the love of the dollar rules, mer
·rn t·y moth·e ·,alone, or the desire to sustain a sect whose 
pl'irlCiples cannot gain ufficient upport from the Bible, 
nu y govern those enli ted in thi impo ture. In Europe, 
Ito ve • 1', the circum tances of the people are different. 
In • ranee, the leaders are ·upplying, in newspaper form, 
a r· ·~L Jar eri of "spiritual revelation /' to the people. 
The i rrn or an ce of the truth.. of the Bible, prevailing in 
that nation, lea ·e it population in a condition to be 
easily m' led. A l ading party there is aimina at over·-
1 urniurr the present order of thing , and in tituting a new 
·cJcial ystem. The ucce · of :\Ioham.medani m and 
.Iormoni m, b cause of their po. es ing a r ligious upel'
·ll'ucture) ba ed upon pretended uperuatural revelations, 
may encourage these uropean leader to hope that the 
rna e of the pe P' e can be deluded, through pretended 
.:-:piritual rev lation , into the upport of their reYolutional'y 
d igt ;:. I ow conveni nt it would be, after haYing pro
mulaa.ted the prophecy hr the •' piri f'!.,' referred to a few 
pafTe back, of a coming social chan«e in the world, to 

nnounce the r Yelation as ha,·in« been recei ·ed, and call 
upon the people to ri ·e in their trength, and e -ecute the 
mandate of Hem· en ! Tith uch aim in the leadero) 
the " ~p"ritual rapping·, a urn a degree of importance 
that < mand.s att ntion. 

But, i it tru , a a ~ rted by 1\It·. Tiffany, that, on 
account of educational prej udic s, ' hri ~tian:s belie · 
facts r corded 'n the iblc "bich, if emanating from any 
other om·c , would, at m ce, b r ject d a fable ;" and 
that "the authority whi h call· upon u ' to believe the 
history of th reation, and t 1c miracl r cord d in the 
sacr d volume) 'i ompamti\·et ~light, ·e•·)· ancieut, and 
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without corroborativ te ·timony.' I. it rue, tha th 
only a thority w hav for creditin<>" the miracle of Cl 1.·i. t, 
is the direct y' dcncc of t' ·o witne.-scs and the h ar-say 
\ idence of two other ?"t Js it rue, that "the fact for 

th npport of the truth f the e ' piritua) manife tation. ,' 
a ·c as full and . atLfactory a those for tbe proof of th 
miracl recorded in he Scripture ; and that if '• are 
d ceived, the Apo t1 s and other may have b n d cei\·ed 
in th miracles of Chri t, s iO'ht, feelinrr, heru·il g, wct·c 
no more acute th n than no'·?" l 

It is not our dcsiO'll to enter at larg upon the inv tiO'a
tion of the t timony exi tinO', in proof of the antiquity, 
authenticity, and in piration of the Bible. Th.i~ has been 
done already, and i acce sible to aH. \Ve oul: d ire to 
call attention to thi subject, so far a to show, that m n 
who make uch declal'ations as we ha,~c quat d, b tray a 
crimin I ianorancc of the nature and extent of the evidence 
that can be produced i behalf of the t uth of th IIol
~ 'cripturc..:. That man has n ,. r prope ·ly .~a ined the 
t s imo1 y t ay what he .viii, who declare that th evi< .u · . 
for tl truth of th Bibl , is no more cle r ·md ati. fact01-y 
than the tc:stim ny tL nt i oflet·ed for the truth of th 
' ~piritual rapp'ngs." A fulJ in\· ·tigation f thi uhject 
will teach any un1 r~judiced mind th .. t God ha. not left 
hi~ p ople to ha1 g hci t' hope for eternity upon ·nch ,·agu , 
uncer ain and bunO'ling trick ry, a. a1·e the con~tant att nd
ants of the ' ra pings.' Allow u to take a man enta•·y 
glnnc at tlu~ ubject : 

Th uthentici y of tl e Old T stam nt l'e t. upon te -
timony of no doubtful character. It c ntains the rec01·d 
of th history and tl.e law., ci\ il m01·al and religio 1 , (lf 

a pO\r rful nation who ·e car r terminated ·within the 
historic peri d, and in ~uch a trao-ic manner as to riv t 
1he att n ion of the wm·ld. Th p n of mor than one 
-------

~ R por of Duily Tim~: ug. 1. 
t N np:uril, .\u . 2. 
' Our own ot "• lui en at the Leetura. 
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profane historian has been employed in recording the a\\
ful calamities connected with the destruction of Jcrusu
lem. The Old Testament Scripture:>, being J'Ccci\·ed a" 
diYine by the Jews, were guarded with special cat·e. They 
were proved by Josephus, to be ancient eighteen hundt·ed 
years ago; and Tacitus, refen·ing to the pl'ophecies con
cerning the l\1essiah, denominated them the aJtcicnt wri
tings of the priests. They were not kept concealed, but 
copies wel'e multiplied- by the scribes, to be read in the 
synagogues every Sabbath day. They were translated 
into the Greelc, abo\·e two hundred and fifty years before 
the Christian era. The Samaritans, who were at deadly 
enmity to the Je·ws, preserved the ancient part of them in 
their own language, and held them as divinely inspired. 
E\·en the very language in which they were originally 
wt·itten, owing to the ·vicissitudes attending the Jewislt 
people, had ceased to be spoken before the coming of 
Christ. Since that day, both Jews and Christians have 
watched over them with jealous care, to preYent their cor
ruption. But we need not multiply testimony upon this 
subject. The antiquity and authenticity of the .13ible is 
no longer doubted by intelligent men ; and the ignorant 
only can disbelie\·e, since history and science are both 
constantly multiplying the amount of evidence on these 
points. 

But, its authenticity and antiquity conceded, it may be 
demanded, where is the eddence that the Bible is a rele
lation from God? If it be not a diYine re\·elation, where 
is the proof that the miracles it records, and the doctrines 
it teaches, arc entitled to any more credit and respect than 
the myths of the Greeks and Homans? In reply to such 
inquiric,.. it is only necessary to point to the greatest of 
all miracles-the prophecies- in confu·mation of the db·ine 
inspimtion of the llihle. 

The atti·ilmte of foreknowledge belongs to God alone. 
Th~r(' can be no stronger proof of the interposition of the 



THE \\'ITCH DOCTOR. 159 

J Io ·t High, than prophecy aflortl . Th man, o1· hool , 
thcrcfoL' ·, that elca ·ly (oretcJ· cYents in the distant f ture, 
wl ich aft rward come to pa.,., i in~pircd of ;od. The 
lliule contain· nUinc1·ou~ prediction of futm·e cYent tl at 
have he u fulfilled, and it, then, poL c ·• e the sen.l o 

Divin'ty. Reaching back to the creation, it re,· a}~ th 
hi 'tot·y of the antedHuvian wodd 1 and includes that of tl c 
H brews to the et·a of the Ia t of the pmphet ·. v-hilc the 
hi. torical part of the ~criptul'e · trace the histo1·y of t1u~ 
world from it origin, the prophecie ah·c a pro pectin~ 
,.i ·w r achinrr to its end. "And 't i rcmarkabl ," a rs 

l'. r ith, in hi learnec\ inve tigation of this subject, 'that 
rof~ ne histor), emerging from fable, becom · cl r and 

authentic about the very period when acrcd hi.:-tory tel'
minate , and when the fulfillment of thos propl ccic com
mence which l'efcr to oth I' nation- be ide tl e Jew-.'' 
Ft·om the arlic_t pet·iod of their hh!tOl'Y to the last of their 
prophet tlre Jews hatl miraculous evidenc ~ of tl e tr tl 
f the revelations tbey rcceiYcd, ~o that the nation "as 

kept fL'om loubting the ivinc in piration of th il· ~ 'crip
turcs. That the world at large, to whom th "'e 'criptur•s 
wct·e afi erward to be 17h· n, might also I n'l c ample eYi
dencc of their being th \ 'ord of ' d, the pr pl ecic 
whicl tbey included contained ninute details of the tcJ•ri
ble calamitic \ 'hich were to bcfal many miO'hty nation~, 
who were i th zenith of their powel' when tl predic
tions WCl'C put upon l'CCOIU. 

Thu the prop 1 t J. "'ahu n, one hundr d and fiftc n 
) cars be{! re the occurrence of th ·ycut, predicted, with 
many of the ace rupanyino- ircLlm -tanc . , th ·udden 
de. truction of the gr r. t ·it.' of . it eY h. he pr ph t:il 

(::;ainhand Jer miah, one hnudred aml.-i:ty year" 1 cfor tbc 
l tructi n of lJabylon, the cap'ta or th mil""~'htic~t mpir 

th n cxi~tinb, and nt a time wh •n 11 thing but magnificnc 
surr·ounded that city, deliueatcd f~ Hen Uabylon xactly a 
cr L') trm el r now de cribcs i -s · 1in~. fully w rc the 
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most mmute particulat-:. of its progressiYe downfall pointed 
out, in thc prophecies, that an infidel philosopher has said 
that the pt·ediction was an impol:lture, and written after 
the event had transpired. Fifteen hundred years before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, 1\Ioses foretold the doom of 
the Jewish nation, in language so unequivocal, that, when 
the predicted calamities had fallen upon that people, from 
the sword of the Homans, there was no mistaking the 
destroyers of Israel, to whom the prophecy had refet·1·ed. 

The destruction of all these cities, in exact accordance 
\nth the condition~ of the prophecies, has been recorded 

' by profane historians. 'Ve might cite the prophecies 
against ldumea, Tyre, and the Jews themselYes, with mul
titudes of others, and give abundant details of the exact 
fulfillment of the predictions, did our plan or limits admit 
of such a course. But we must not enlarge. The reader, 
who may not have investigated this subject, and ascertained 
the o\·erwhelming e'l'idence for the inspiration of the Scrip
tures, and the consequent truthfulness of the miracles they 
record, should do so at once. After this task is performed, 
he will need no further demonstt·ation of the ignorance, if 
not the knaYery, of those who are attempting to create 
the impression, that the evidence of the truth of the Bible 
and its miracles is no stmnger than that for the "spirit 
t·appings." Nor will he any longer \\'Onder at the con
t<'mpt entertained for these charlatans by men who ha,-e 
~<tudicd the Bible. 

The persons conducting these "spil'it rappiugs ,. do not, 
it is true, deny the inspiration of the Scripture:=;, and any 
an~ument in its support may be considered unuecessm-y; 
bnt, then, they so deeply dcgt·atle the testimony by which 
it i:< pt·oYed, by placing it on a Jeyel with the " rappings," 
tltat it were better, for the cause of truth, that they should 
repudiate it altogether. To claim, as they do, that the 
e\·idence for the revelations thus recei,·ed from the "spirit 
W()rld," is as clear and conclusin' ns the testimony for the 
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truth of the Bible and its iniracles, i · an in ult to the 
Chri::-;tian public. ~ 'uch cflort.i to eli parage the Bible, and 
weaken the l:onhdcnce of men in it inspiration, ''"h ther 
done throuo-h ignorar cc or v·Ilainy, merit the most 
withering rebuke. 

ur ha~ ty OLttlin pt·c~cntation of the range of fact and 
argumen that can be produced, in . upport of the anti
quity, auth nticity, and in:pi1·ation of the Old Te~tamcnt 
'cripture , i giYen, not b.- any m an_ a- th "·hole of 

what can be said on that subject, ln t rather to suO"crco:.t a 
proper mode of cant ·a ting the pt·ctcmled upernatural 
' manifestations, of the "rappers " with the Diviu.c man· 
ifestation..:, afforded to the world, in the r ,·elation Cou has 
made of him elf in the Bible. By extending this contrast 
a little further, a ·till clearer conception wil be gained of 
the bla~ phcmou impiety of the pretcn::;ion up for 
the::;c "rappin0 s." Their truthfulne is ns w 11 attested, 
forsooth, as the miracles of Christ ! m.l is it true, that 
any man can haYe the boldness to make uch a d clara 
ion as this? \·hat, w dem:u d, \Vel' the circum tance 
mder vhich the 'ayiouz· wrought hi miracl ? ' ere 

his exhibitions of upernatural power confined to obscure 
nets, that might be performed by any expert jugglel'? 
Did "diYergence of thought," or ·want of faith, in those 
witnes ing hi doings, foH Him in his attempt at worldng 
miracle ? Did the bi'ter malignity of the Phari!'ees, 
when plotting to destroy Him, pamlyze hi miraculous 
power~, and pre\' nt Him from restoring the withet·ed arm? 
1 ot at all. Look • t hi prog1·e s, but a few moment: 
only, aJ d then s y if hi~ act are to be cia- 'fled with 

tho ·e of the " rappers !'' 
Dcsc nding from the i\Iount, where he has fini ·he l hi 

·ea·mon, and follow d by multitude_, a loath. orne leper 
appi'Oaches and prays the aviour that he may he healed; 
J :-'US puts forth hili haml and touche~ him, and immedi
at Iy hi..; I pro~y i~ clean ed. Again, he i a .. ked: in pres-

ll 
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ence of them that follo v him, to CUl'C one at a distance, 
who is grieYou ly tormented with pal ~y ; he peak the 
word,< nd the dLeased one is made whole. The storm
to sed \ css l, contain'ng his di ciples, is about to 'nk; 
they a\ ak im fro lcep, he rebuke the wind and the 
ea, and there is a rrreat calm. Another man siclc of the 

pal y, is brought in his bed to Jesus; and, though the 
scribes, ·with "divergence of thought," in their hearts 
·harge him \Vith bln phemy, he commands the man to rise, 
and he obeys and departs to his house, in pre encc of the 
multitude. Two blind men cry unto him as he pa ses; 
he touche their eyes an they are restored to ight. A 
blind and a dumb man, po essed of a devil, i brought to 
him; be cas~ out the devil, and the man both . peal·s 
and ces. The multitude, in the de crt place, are hungry 
and have no br ad; he fe ds the five thou and with fiye 

loavc and two fi he . He m cts the corpse of the vid
mv on, a it is carrie out of the gate of the city ; he 
touche the bier, command~ the youna man ""o ri c, nndl e 
its 1p and begins to peale Lazaru hi friend, i dead 

and buried; he ,·isits the gra,~e, and, in presence of the 
Jew , calls him from the tomb, and he come forth a living 
m n. 

Such are some of the miracle of Chri "t, and the circum
stance und r " ·hicb th y were performed. uch are ome 
of the manife tatiou of upernatural power, 'Ccorded h1 
the cripturc , with ' 'hich " 'e are to contra t the " pirit 
rappin(J' " of thi tlay ! ud' •e are told t1tat the C\ idences 
in proof of the upcrnatural origin of the latter, a1·e as 
clear and conclu iYc as(! r the former! Surely, ·uch declar
ation mu t be b ed up n a pr umption of gt·cat igno
rance and lac! of di~ccrnment among the pe ple! \Ve 
:;;hall not detain t tc I' adcr, to p:uticulariz the ab urdities 

of this pret on. ' 7e only a l\ that h shaH examine 
the r.. ts .-tated in the Appendix, in COllllcction with vhat 
has now be ~u pre ented on the subject of the u rapping ;" 
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and th n to ay, \\'h ·the~· the:l! : 1 <. n · 'c:tation c::u lm 
da '.'ill ·d \'ith th' 'usiour' miradc ·, witbout a Yiolation 
of th ·tabli. h <1 principl · upon which itl ntity f gen •ra 
• ncl ·pccie ·, in th phy ·c. I or m ntal world, i · d t r
min d? And '·c \ ·oul furth r a -1·, in Yicw of all the 
fact·, ho\Y it is po ihlc, o.u philo phicaJ princi1 I ~ to do 
otherwise than clu.-.-ify all who arc no-aged in the e' rnp
pino-.-,·' '·ith .i\Ioham cd, :.\Iatt 1ia ·, ~ nd Joe~ 'mith? DL-

ct thrir principl s of action as carcfu11y ~ .- ·ou c• n, 
tudy th ir habit a.· clol'l ly as you may; and rcryth'ng 

connect d with t 1i ffiO\' m 1t i::; so tli ·i nil. L' fmm the 
up t·natural wonde - recorded in the • 'criptm·e: and o 

clo-ely re embling tho·e of the impo-tors named, that it 
would he unphilo ... ophica] an lab. urd to at cmpt any oth r 
cia sification of h op rator than thL-. II l'( aft r, th 
"spirit rapping~," th r fore, mu ·t be clru· ified amoug the 
impo ture · att mpt tL to l>c forced UJ>On the world. 

It i · customary, w' know, fol' t.h gentlcm n w·ho ha\-c 

a·· un •d tliC guardian hip o( the "rappintr ~pirits,'' to com
plain of per.~ cut' on, and to compare th ms~lv ::. with the 
pionc r phi1o oph 1" of a former age, and the. 'aYionr and 

Apostl ·. lr mal·inO" this comparison, they .·cern to haYc 

a double objcc : to awaken public ympathy, and to have 

the in crencc dt·awn, that because cicnce and Chri ·tim ity, 

thouo-h pcr 1 ccut d, haye pt·oyed to be true; th rcfor , the 
' pirit rapping ," being lil~ wi per' cuted, mu 1 t al·o be 
true . But thi · argum nt can he cfl'cctuL lly turn .d again-t 
them, a l\Iohatnm~d, l.Ua.tthias, and Joe mith, ha\·' all 
attempted to u. tnin their impo.:tur . hy thi elf-same 
comparison ; yet tl i- di< not transform their lie· il to 
truth , nor place th ir pr tcndm rc\' la.tion · upon a )ai' 

with tho·e of the Bibl . .X or will it do moi for he 'rap
per:;," hut. on th ontrnry, may be ta!·en a: another ilHli-
atiou of their id nfty of habit:- with U e..:c mpo-tor: . 

But, n ~ t th p mi ·ed L"ule for deciding be ween true 
and fal..c prct ·n ions to mil'aculou powm. : it i to con-
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tra t the sublime character of the miracle of the 'cl'ip
ture , and the fra k and open mode of then· performance, 
with the ·idiculou ne ·s of the things at temp ed, the eva
s~ons, and th hrinking from intelligent scrutiny, that ever 
cha.racteriz s impo tor . lt mu t be noticed, especially, 
that there i, thi important difference ben ·ecn the mira· 
clc:s of the SaYiour and our moden1 ' sph·itual manifesta~ 
tion :" the miraculou character of his acts were not 
doubt d, yen by hi wo t enemie . They only denied 
that the power by which he performed them, was from 
heaven. Th y admitted th miracl s, but denied their 
Divine origin; charging that they were \\Taught by the 
power of Beelzebub. But in the "spirit rappino-s," not 
one in ten of those witne sing the performance , are per
~uadcd that "spirits" ha,·e anything to do with t.he 
"rap .'' The cases, therefore, are not parallel. • :s trick 
ha been detected in m:my of the operations in the e per
formances, the inference is wa1·ranted, that the whole is 
effected by a piece of jugg1ery. Until it i demon tratccl, 
that the " mani~ -tation " are not produced by the '' me
dium '' t em~eh-e ·, but by "spirit ,"an intelligent public, 
th rf'for~. \ ·ill 1 :1 k c th liberty of writing down the c: rap
pings'' a: humuug! 

But howi this important point to be determined? 'Vho 
is to te t the que ~tion whether the " rap ping " are made by 
embodied or "disembodied pirit ?, 'Vho is to di ~cct 
this new pccimcn of wond r-\rorking, and determine 
whether we arc right or wrono- in cia· i ying it with the 
imposture that ha,·e o often been forced upon mauldnd ( 

Very fortunately, the oppor w1ity i offi red to mak 
thi" t st. The foU wino- challenge hadng been published 
in some of the Cincinna i paper , we accept it with two 
modificati n both of which ha11 be to theil' ach·antagc. 
The plan w propose, i to dl·op the fm·feiturc of · 1500 
and aU inv stiaations repuanant to the lady "mediums,' 
and adopt: a much ier mode of ettling this que tion: 
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J'u n.f.:-1 II t.•wn£u DoJ.L \RS lh:w \ItO.-- The umlcr-i"rH: Ll ... 
authori1.crl hy rc,ponsiblc citi~cns, to offer the sum oi on~ thou
~antl dollars to any '•lie "lw 1dll ~ilc a mtion:d l'xplanatiun of the 
ph~;nomena calll'd :-;piri, Inppin:,"l;, indl')"'ntlcnt of till! h) poth~:si~. 
that they nrc made by dcpartr tl spirit.~. And the stllll of li1c 
h~nrlrcu dollars will be puid ll• any. committee, that, upon a fair· 
tnal, !>hall pro,·c that the suun1b an.: m any manner produced bv 
the m~:diurn~, at the \Valnut :Sin.:ct Ilouw. • 

'fhis reward is olicrcd, in order to give those who cry" Humbu", 
Imposture," an opportunity to clo the cause of 1ruth a "good ,,.n i~ . 

. July30, 1851. E. F. ::\ORTO\. 
This 1\I1·. Norton, we learn, is not a citizen of Cincin

nati, but wns merely the door-keeper of the "mediums" in 
the city at the a.bo,·e date. :Now, we i1n-ite ~Ir. l\orton, 
with his employers, material and immaterial, to meet u:; 
in :Mechanics' Hall, and then and thcrr, to have the "dc
pa•·ted spil"its" demonstt·ate their pre~ence and powet·, 
by moYing a chair or table, in presence of proper wit
nesses, as was desired on the e,·ening of :.\lr. Tiffany's lec
ture. \Ve pledge you, ~h. Norton, an nudiencc in which 
there shall be no "diYergence of thought," to distract the 
"spirits." As it was boastingly as1:1erted, on that occa
sion, that the spirit of little Ada, in open day, had moYed 
a stand for :.\Ir. Tiffan), we are not demanding too much 
in requiring this as the tc:<t of the truth of your preten
sions. Do this, and we will become a com·et·t to your 
doctrines ; hut, uutil then, we must consider you as having 
taken lc,..sonl> of Old Bill) J\l'Connell, the Witch Tloctor, 
on the he~ t mode of fooling people out of their money. 

But, a,.,ks one. in apparent astoni:;hment: Do you deny 
that there has eYCI' been any supernatural communica
tions afforded to maul, ind ? \Ve deny no such thing. 
The prophecies to which we ha,·c rcfened, are supemat
ural. \\"e only deny that these ''::-pint rapping:-" are 
of that character. That supematura.l communications 
ha,·e been made to man, in Ynrious mode:!, until the reYe
lations from God, needed by him, were completc, in the 
Old and "\c,,· Te<;tament:-. \\'C firm!) belie,·e: becau~e the 
te-.timony to pro,·e it is amply sufficient. That any new 



166 LD tHI.J.Y .t'co .. £LL, 

re,'clations ha,·e ·ince he n made, hy the 1vme 1piri , 
thro 1gh at n-els aud "depat·tcd pirit~, of men, '·e wholl) 
tli ·belieY , for want of te-:timony. That good and cyil 
angel· arc permitted to exert a1 influence oYer human 

inrl.:, for •·ood and for ill; and that he n·Yll1C 'pirit ope
rat ~ directly on human hear ·, hro 1gh the aospel, lead
ino- m n bacl· to .. od, by faith in 1 i • 'on, we cannot doubt, 

clearly ta ght in hi ·ord. But that the " rnp-
pinrv ," aJ'e mad by "dbembodied :spirits," or demon of 
tl e }{'ugdom of darl ness,' c deny, and demand the proof. 

In our l asty n-Jance at propi cy, in proo of the in. pira
tion of th 'criptur , r fercnce i only made to the pre
d · ction · of the ld Tc~tament. The c\·id nee of the in pi
l'a ion of the I ·cy\• Te:'tam nt, derh· d from "ts prop] cie , 
i a.l ~o eq 1all · conclu-iYe. In both the ld and ... "'ew Te~
tamcnt , there are many predicti n unfulrilled, '•hich rcfe 
o eYent in th di-tnnt futur . Ther are ~orne, hm eyer: 

that ar be!icred to be in th com· e of fulfillment at pre
sent; and though '· cannot extend our Yolum~, so a to 
include t 1 m all ; y t there are a f w r ference to a pecu
liar c]as;· of men who . hould on day a i e and attempt 
~eat thin as, that mu. t not be omitl d : 

\Vhether the pr ph cie · pre~ nt correct pm· rait:s of 
ou · Imaginath·e Philosopher , " 1 aye the r ader tc 
determine and id him a fri ndl: adieu. 
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M Y S T E lt I 0 US K ~ 0 C K I N G S, 

UY SIIAURACII BAR~J::S. 

[The folio'' ing letters of Shadrnch Barnes, nre copied from th~ )ie11 York 
EJtpre», of b;;t winter. We hne been assured, br the editor of thut paper, 
'h. Brooks, that the writer, 11 ho>·· true name ia wi thhcld, is a g~ntlrrnan of 
the highr~t Intelligence nnd integrity, and thnt his $Lnlemenl8 ore nlto~tther 
rcliable.-'1'111: Alri'IIOJ<.] 

[. 

I do not know that you will be willing to encumber JOUr columns 
with anything on thi~ subject, to the excluston of more useful and 
interesting matter. Doubtless you beJie,·c this getting communi· 
cation;; from "the unseen world" by "rappings," is too palpably 
absurd to engage the atlcntion of any person of the commonest 
::.en~e. Uut the trut.h b, many intdligcnt men are firm belie\ e1-s 
in these man els. In the New England :States, three or four 
papers arc de,·oted almost exclush ely to the diffusion of this 
kind of Spiritual information. Their columns are filled with grave 
and learned disquisitions on the laws which goYern these manifests· 
lions, elaborate accounl~ of the mpping:s and doin:,'b of the 
'' Spirit:s" in all directions. :More than all, the complete endon;e
ment of the Fox family by tllC editor of the Tribune, has been 
consiuercu by the wonder-lodng as dcci~ivc of the matter. 

During the past week the Mcssr:.. Bun- IH\\'e given a course of 
very able Jccltll'C:S on gho~l-M:<:in0, witchcraft, the whole mystery of 
"Spiritual r:<ppings," and kindred themes, at Hope Chapel, and 
have dcmon:.trnted the f<lCl thnt the} can bt. produced by art, with· 
out. machinery, aud in such a manner as to challenge the closest 
scrutiny. 

The asscrtil•D of the 'l'ribuuc, that thc'c rappings an· not like the 
real, is untrue; nine-tenths of all who hare ever beard the Fox 
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rnppcr · will un 1 .sitatingly declare that the ~rue rappings of th 

Me ·s •. Bun nrc perfect imitation of the originals. 
The' gcntl ·m!'n 0ive all the Yari •ty of souncls produced by t.he 

• weird si ter.· " thcmseh'e , tl1c rol1, the double rnp , the quick 
. ucces:,ion rap, , the h •:wy and t.he lig11t. The illu.ion is of course 

gone; no c nc suppose there nrc rho ts about.. 'l'he ,·cry fact 

thnL tlw e demon trations nre in the nature of an ·xposition, div sts 
them of their my. tcrious character. But ]et U1e ·e sounds, prp

duc ·d by the same means, be accompanied by the circumstances 
which are present at a session of '' spiritual ntppings,,. let the 

thing be refra1·dcd as a professed rc, lity; let only fifteen or sixteen 
be rmthered around a table, haYing e 1 ered that room with the 

understanding, that " all persons arc r quircd to obscn·c the same 
decorum Ll1at hould characterize a r<.·ligious mec inl:.' ; that no dis

cussion a:s to the trutl1 of tl1.ese manifestations will be permitted; 

that aU per on. must obey promptly < 11 directions of the spirits as 
to position and olher conditions, and Lhnt n11 manifestations are 

abo,·c L11e control of the ladies in wlto c presence they transpire ;" 
let b m be conscious that a number of tho e present are hone~t 

and sincere be]ieyers in tlt 1·enJity of tl1e!'e man·els ; nnd further. 

Jet each inquirer ha"re n copy of the Tribune in hi pocket, contain
ing th statement of its editor, that, after careful inYe tigation, h 
is satisfied these ound ,. are not produced by the ladie them
scl\"es, nor by any human being connected ~ ith them;" and thc~e 

per on will fincl l1ow en ~y it is to b decch·ed a to the Joca lit y of 
Lbe sound , and l1ow wel1 pr pared they are to give credence to 
answers of any kind. 

But without aU tl1e c common and important ndjuncts, wit11out 
being urroun l'd by Peter Funk , Lll gr~re facts of the faithful 

and w •ping "·om ·n, and without i.l1 wealth of female drapery 
about their fl•eL, the g ntJcm ·n ba,-c "d •('cired e,·en the elect'' 

with their thumping , an giYen to the public a means by which 

they can a. ur dly •. ·orci c tlw gho · s and stop the knocking in 
tmo. 
It l1ould ~m that t.het · ~ln-' so many • badge· of fraud" apparent, 

tl1at on1' dot · not require ny mor proof of the iniquito11 hum bug

gery of this whol · chcm ; witn s · h in~cnious excu es .a.nd 
'UUnlDJ' C\'• ion , w]wn anything j . prnpo d in th nature of a 

t •st. '1 1c fact that those who are skeptical, or suspected of being 
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so, arc not likely to be fa,oreu with important communic:ttions. 
&e the innumerable conting~:ncies and conditions with which these 
wary ghosts cndron thcir demonstration ;-ask for some t·:xpcri
mcnt, some test, which will completely pr~cludc the possibility of 
human agency, and the " mediums" will tell you how "scientific 
men have tried the same thing before," and the Peter Funk will 
gag ymt down with "0, shame, shame, can't you take the Indy's 
word?"-" th:lt has been tried." Somt times they consent in the 
most amiable manner, but just tlten the spirit raps for the alpha
bet and spells out "Done." That's the way the game \Vns carried 
on by the Fox family at Barnum's Hotel. During four sessions I 
attended ; in enry instance where an attempt was made to subject 
the thing to a fair test, some contemptible subterfuge was the 
result. 

It wns customary with these ruppcrl>, nfter the ordinary knock· 
ings in reply to questions were concluc.h·d, to leaYe the table nnd 
call for the ~ounds in different positions. Rapping on the door was 
a famritc exhibition. The operators then placed thcmsclrcs with 
their backs against tbc door; mcanw hilc the sounds were distinctly 
heard on the floor bem~ath their dre:-se~. bnt ''hen requc~tcd to mp 
on the door, th<•y did so, and the >-ound was in that locality, and 
the vibrations clearly distinguishable by placing the hand or n cane 

against it. But till' sound is low down ; a~k the spirit to rap on 
the top of the door ; Mrs. Fish make" the rccptcst, and protests it 
is on the top of the door ; nobody else !wars it there, and then 
you arc told "it did so yesterday." So we must be content with 
rapping on the floor or on the lower part of the door, while they 
arc close to it, and not othcrwbc. In no in~tnnce did rhc~c ladies 
rap on a door nnd produce vibrntions, unless they were in close 
contact, so close thnt one of them could place n foot n~ainst it. 

Upon one occa~ion they were all requested to stand upon the 
sofa ; when they had placed thcmsl'h·es on the sofa, the request 
wn.~, " will the l'pirit rap on the floor?" )Irs. Fi~h prt'lcnded 
not to hear, but this time the reque~t wns pressed. Xo rappings 
wen· heard on the tloor, and two faint rap;; on the wooJ part of 
the sofa were all that could be clicitecl. Mr~. F. "could not tell 
why they would nut rap on the floor, they had often done ~o." 
But the mother nry grn,·ely rcmarkecl that " these things were 
,·ouchsafcd to us under cct·tain ccnditions, and we ought to be 
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thankful that we can hold communion with our departed friends in 
any way!" 

'l'hc rappings are always adapted to the supposed locality, or 
ratl1er, they are according to the position of the feet of the rap
p<>rs. If they stand on tl1e carpeted floor they arc muffied, if on 
the bare floor more sonorous. So when it is said they are heard 
at a distance from the rapper or "'ITU!dia," as they arc called, they 
are always of that vague, indefinite character which will admit of 
locality on tl1e wall, up the chimney, &c. Ask the spirit to rap on 
a gong, or a tin pan, or a sheet iron blower, or anything which 
will gh•e a distincth·e sound while it is held in the band, or placed 
whe1·e the "medium " cannot be in contact, and you will hear 
something riclt in the way of a get-off. 

The adaptation of the sound to the presumed physical capacity 
of tl1e deceased when living, is another iudex of fraud. ·Mechan
ics often gi•e sounds peculiar to their earthly vocation. and if the 
deceased was a man of vigorous physical habits, his "raps " are 
loud and strong. Female spirits rap lightly, lady-like, and the 
ghostlings of babies afiord a delicate tapping of the spititual digits. 
Not the less remarkable is the strange relation existing between 
greatness generally and great rappings. General 'l'aylor, the next 
day after his demise, gave the most obstreperous pounding at Bar
num's Hotel ! Mrs. Fish said they were tl1e loudest sl1e had crer 
heard, and she regarded these " rough and ready " demonstrations 
as \'ery characteristic of the man ! Another circumstance presents 
some curious considerations for the Philologist. When the alpha
bet is called for, which is usually by <t succession of raps, each 
letter is repeated, and tl1e spirit raps when the proper letters occur, 
and so words and sentences are spelled out. N'o matter who com
municates, the answer is inYariably in English. 

Sl. Paul, with Mrs. Benedict as a '' mediuru," nnswered me in 
good Anglo-Snxon, spelled out long sentences ; though it is doubt
ful whether, among tl1e \ aricd accomplishments St. Paui receh·ed 
at the feet of Gamaliel, the English was included. Cicero could 
not respond in his mother tongue, unless the "medium" was 
familiar with the classics. One would suppose a dead lanb'Uage 
was a more appropriate me;tns of communication for spirits, but 
it seems the English has become the vernacular in the spirit land. 
AL a session of the Foxes, an l10ncst German asked a question 
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in hi nativ tongue, and wn hooted at; the chief inLeiTo.,·ator, who 

wn as kino-questions as proxy, very gallantly rcfu cd to put que -
tions in nn unknown tongue in Lh pre. ence of ladic.. ".L Tog ntlo
man 'Ol J ask que tion in that manner !u It is s id that the 
in. tancc.· of corr ct an wcrs are proof: of the pia·ituality of ! hc:c 

manifc tation.. ( r as my own ob ·ervation cxtend1 the e 

in. tancc are not sufficienlly numcmus to l' quire anything more iu 

explanation than a plain tatcm nt of all the circum t. nccs. The 
hint , empha i , ·uggc the interrogations, and «try again," are 

sufficient, e ·en without any pre umed Pllreno-dinamic influence 
over visitors by the rappel'!;, 

II. 
'fh followjn", among numerous cas of which I h~ \'e notes, 

wiU uffic : -A lady at a .. piritual ion " of the Fo · folk , at 
Barnum'., a ked if the pirit of a departed friend, wl10m she had 

in her mind, '·oulcl communicate, and wa an wcred by the usual 

affirmative two rnps. 
Lady. limY long lmvc you been dead? Confused rapping. 
)frs. Fish. pirit, will you rap the number of yeal's you l1a.,·c 

L cu in the . pirit land ? 
.tins. About a dozen raps. 

J.llrs. F. Is that right? 
Lady. Not o many. 

J/rs. F. Try it again. 
Ans. cv n or ight rap -one s. ys C\'Cn, anoth r eight. 

1.l!rs. F. I did not count. 
Lady. 'Vil1 the pirit rap di tinct? i.· raps. 

Lady. Did it rap ~ix? 
Jlrs. F. 1x. Your friend has b en d ad Lx y nr ; i that 

nglll? 
Lady. I thought it was days.; wiU the pitit rap Lh,e number of 

doysl 
The spirit raps six. 
u That' 1·ighl," said tl1c ludy, "she l1a been dead six d< J· 

to-day." 
Lady. Will the spirit rap the number of childr n she left? 
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~na. Four or five distinct raps and confused rappings. 
JJrs. F. 'rhat is the rapping of irregular spirits ; try it agmn. 
Lady. Will the spirit rap distinctly the number of children ? 

Four raps . 
.J,frs. F. Is that right? 
The lady says nay, and Mrs. F. proposes to try again. The 

spirit raps wrong again. 
Lady. Will the spirit make a distinct rap for the .number of 

children? 
Rap. 
Lady. That's right; she had only one child. 
No one made any objections, and this was noted as a remarkable 

instance of correct response. I haYe since seen this \'ery circum
stance published, and it is simply stated that the "lady in deep 
mourning" asked tl1e two questions, and received correct replies. 
The means resorted to, the wrestling with the spirit, the try it again, 
and all the trimmings, 'vere not mentioned. 

Sometimes, ostensibly with a view to sav-e time, but really to 
save the fatigue of toe ~apping, a person wishing the spirit to give 
his age, will write down a list of numbers, and the spirit is asked 
to rap when he points to the right one ; as this is plainly in ,;ew 
of the rappers, the opportunities to obseJTe the face of the ques
tioner, and note his peculiar intonation, are such as to insnre cor
rect answers very readily. 

As e\'idence that lh!!se denizens of the "upper deep" can be 
led :\long, "sold," and humbugged, as readily as those of the 
"earth earthy," I gi,·e you the following: 

In company with two friends, I attended, by imitation, a "~pir
itual session," at the house of a gentleman in Brooklyn. Mrs. 
Benedict was the" medium." We agreed upon a plan, to "try 
the spirits," beforehnnd. The sttbsttmce of which, was to act 
on the doctrine of "similia similibus," -humbug tltose wh6 
attempted to humbug us. I was to be a believer; my friends, 
open to conviction, \\ illing to examine. 'Vlten we were ushered 
into the presence we were rery fortunate in finding the ground un
occupied. 'l'he worthy Doctor, in whose dwelling these marrels 
transpired, wns a firm belic\·cr. He g:n-c us an account of the 
strange Je,•clopml'nts ancl extraordinary sayings of the spirits, 
which, of course, we swallo\\·ed without hesitancy. 
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A oon a w were :1. d around a tnb1c, profound <>i1 nee for 
n few moment was ob ervcd, in order to give the pirits a.n oppor
tunity of coming arou tl, b n a fe, faint ra }Jinb" w re henrd, 
immedi. tcly in th ·icinity of Mr . B' feet. The Doctor th ·n 
a ked, in a lugubrious tone, if spirits were pr sent, and more 
indefinite rapping was the reply. This, however, was o Ya~;ue 
and unreliable that anoth(!r time of profound ilenee wa. requir•d. 
During this ime of stillness our Doctor received two or three 
shocks, appar ntly ·o violent thn he nearly leaped out of hi 
chair. This \ as n strong attack upon our gravity, but by biting 
lip , &c., we managed to live through it, and maintain our face· 

'"'ith the most becoming 1ongitudina1ity. 
The spirit , however, were not inclined to conver e freely with 

the Doctor, and, at his sugge tion, I asked if the spirit would con· 
Yerse witl1 me. rrbe reply was three distinct raps, wbicb, with 

this '' medium," means yes. 
Que tion. \Yi1l the spirit of my si ter com·erse with me? No 

answer. 
Q .. \ i11 any spirit conv r e with m ? Three raps. 
The Doctor aid his was Paul ; l1e knew the raps ! 'ro be sure 

of it, I asked-
I it th spirit of t. Paul? Thr e raps. 
Q. I t]le pirit of t. Paul acqnaiotecl witJ1 he pit·it of my 

iswr? Three rnps. 
Q. \Vi11 the pirit communicate with me for my si t r? Three 

rap. 
Q. 'Vil1 t] e pirit of t. Paul inform me of the mnnner of m..' 

ister's death ? 
'I'herc was no reply, and without pre , ing the que tion, I re

marked casu, lly, with much apparent sine dty, tl1at my sister was 
lost on the tenmboat Erie, which '"'as bumed a few year since on 
Lake Eri •

1 
near Hilver cr ck; that om· family had felt much anxiety 

to know the circum. tanccs attending h ·r death. 
The Doctor wi hed to know if the bod}· wn ever fotu d, and 

was answered in the negnliY '. 
Q. \ ill t. Paul inform me of the mnnnc1· of my sister' death? 

Answered by a succe ion of raps '' hich WI\ interpreted as a 
ca11 for the alphabet. Th alphabet wa repeated, and the Apo tle 

to tlte Gentiles spelled out, "Jumped o,·erboard I" 
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Q. Was she in company with any one? Time t•ap~. 
Q. If I call the names of several persons, "·ill the spirit imlicatc 

by a rap, when I mention the right one? Three raps. 
Q. \V1lS it Julius Holmes? Three raps. 
Q. Did she leap into the water at his request? Three raps. 
Q. With hill}.? Three raps. 

Q. W c;re they engaged to be married ? Three raps. 
Q. What was the age of my sister at the time of l1er dentl1? 
The "spilit" did not. seem inclined to reply, and I took occa-

sion to a.~k one of my friends, very cn-.ually, if he "rernemb<'rcd 
how old Olarissa u:as." He said twenty-one. I corrected l1im; 
positively averring her true age to be twenty-thre<', and the spitit 
settled all doubt by promptly rapping twenty-time ! 

I may mention he1·c, what the reader has alrc~ dy antic1p •cd, 

that this drowned sister of mine was a creature of the imagination. 
I never had a real stster, and the gallant Julius Holmes, who 
leaped, with his betrothed, from the burning wreck into the ware~. 
is as shadow} as the most ethereal phantom. 

A grave looking man, wl1o, it seems, was an amateur in this 
kind of " spiritual philosophy," now cnme in, and plied the good 
saint with divers queries of an ethical and religious nature. Many 
of these questions I put myself, and in all ca~es prompt rep! it:; 
were giren. 

In answer to questions, or rather, in most cases, by rapping 
assent to what the doctor would say, much "wi:'ldom, in ~olid 

chunks," \\as given forth. Thus, ( D()(t. loquitur,) I ~upp~e 

spirits con:.tantly progres.c; in the world of spirits. (Rap, rap, rap.) 
They hold communion \lith each other. (Hap, rap, rap.) In 
tl1eir own ~ph ere? ( Hup, rap, rap.) And instruct each other, 
(R1p, rap, rap.) und instruct and guide those in the ~phere below, 
(Rap, rap, •·np.) and attract them to the higher spheres, (Rap, rap, 
rap.) nnd fO on. 

Question. Can spirits mo\·e from place to place? Thee raps. 
Q. llow" h) attraction? Three raps. 
Q. 'fhrour;h I he ncn·.,us fluid? 'fhrce raps. 
Q. Do · pirits know the thoughts of the )i\"ing? Three raps. 
Q. And do they sugg-est thoughts? 'fhree rnps. 
Q . • \re tlu·y acquaiuted with the feelings, motives, and wishes 

of tho.se \\ ho interrogate them ? Three raps. 
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Doctor. J. nd l suppose they commonly ympathiz with tho e 

th ·y haT 1 ft b lind, (Hap, rap, rap.) communing with Ll em, 
(Rap, rnp, r, p.) und th y £ ·cl for them in th ir afiliclion . (Rap, 
rap, rap.) 

\Ve lcarnf'd also that pit· it ne\·er lcep, that lh y nev r ~ .el th 

pa iou of rcn•ng nor anger. The Doctor and hi fri nd "ere 
much a toni bed at the "ondcrful wi dom e\ inced hy the ~ n wer 
of tlte ~ pil·it. They maue many comment ·. 

Q. Are there any ·piril in the world of spiri who are any 

more miserable Lhun they were here? 

Alphabet call d for nnd an wer pclL out, u '!bey sufrer in mimi 

until they are submi ive to the lov of tmth.'' 'l'l1i r ·ply e pe

cially called forth the mo t extrnvagant ncomium . lt wa a 

r<'murkablc answer- \ ch a. volume of tl1ought. in so [('\ word ! 
Of cour e W<" ga our a· ent; "t ey uficr in mind," mark that., 
"in mind.' 

Q. Do spirits 1·equire sustenance or nourishment? 
Ans' cr ,pelled ont, •c Light, harmony and nn increase of 

wisdom." 
Another gem from t11e pirit world ! \Va there a human being 

who could answer tlms ? 
J !any other ayings of th(' pirit were duly clnonicled and com

m ·nlcd upon. 
One of my friends n k •d n. question which tl1c spirit did not 

an wer. lied ired to know if the spirit cou)d inform him wlmt it 
wa · l1e hnd lost a E w day , . inc ; omeLhinb l1e prized higllly ; 
" could th pirit 11 what it wa ?" No nn wer w:ls giv u ; tlw 

tran. ition l.o such arth1y coo id ration wa too suddt:n. So my 
ft;cnd intimated that l1e do\tbtcd tlte r alit: of tl1e e marY 1.::. 
'l'hen tlu• pirit. wn gricl· d ; we got no more communication , and 

he only consented r luctautly to .. bid th gent! .roan good-bye;' 

by a few court.eou rnp .. 

III. 
For th · ultimate pmpo ·e of liciting tmth, it hf'can1c nece ary 

to make usc of the pro t m. d •c •ption I bav(' dcscrib d. Finding 
how readily corr cl l1int w r appropriated, false ones were tried. 
Th story of th<! urowucd i tcr and t 1 anxi l) f the family, and 

an that, were fabrication ' d signed to how, \\ hich they already 
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do, that if inducements were l1elcl out to deceh·e, these ". pirit ·• 
a ·ail tl1em.elve of them ; that the informati n th y nfford i~ 

accordin« to the knowledge of the rapper ; tl1at the an Wt!l .. nro 

tl1eir an wer , and thHt tbese re\· lations and marvelou. manik ttt

tions are not uch a long way ·~ t/bove the cont.'tet of the ladies " 
a many suppose. AU tl1e. rappings '\vere on the fioor and in the 

immediate vicinity of Mr . B.'s feet. The rappings were ·ingle, 
different from those of the Fox family. 

St. Paul would not rap on the table, nor in any locality e.·eept 

beneath the feet of the lady. 
Upon mentioning tl1e e facts to a gent1ema.n who wa a. belie\·er 

in the.e revelation , and well acquainted with the •• medium," I 

was told that I had been deceh·ed by " lying spirit ," ome " gob
lins damned," who had tole the lh·ery of the Apo Ue for the oeca· 

sion l Certainly the lying i suffici ntly appare,nt. Thi Ian of 
ascribing incorrect replie to lying, irregular and discordant . pirit , 
is a common and convenien ubterfuge. That "lying pil·it " 
eonld o readily a ume he tyl • and name of St. Paul, as t<J 
decei e the "m dium" and tho · · faithful e~onen , the Doctor and 
friend, is indeed tran«e. There wa no hiatus between tl1e com· 
mu.nication concerning the drou•ned sister and tl10 c laboratc 
account of the mannel'· and cu ·tom of the pirit world. Tl1 
former portion of the es ion wa regarded a~ condusiYc c>idence 
of the reality of the piritual m ';;·siun The c considern tion dmi,·e 
some importance just now, from the fact, that it is aid : book of 

'' pi ritual Expo itions,'' deri\·ed from St. Paul, witl1 this a me 
lady a a t; medium," i · about b ing publi hed, and I belie\"e 
something of tl1e kind from thi ource has already been plinted. 
It becom , tl1erefore, 1t matter of gnn e inYe Ligation, how far we 
shall be able to di tingui l1 tho • u gems f1·om the ·pirit world," o 

abundantly vouch afed by the "count rfeit pr ·entment~" from 

the veritable r \elation of him " who foug1l the bea s at 

Ephe us.'' 
The Fox family, while in this city, wer )mmbuJg d in a man~ 

n ·r imilar to that d~tailed nbo,·e. ome more management wus 

n•qllir<· .. Fo:u::; are prm·erbiallyon tl1e look-out for traps. Their 

long xpcri nee had learned them to be on the qui ''ive. They 
had th • lir. intimation. that di em boilied pirits could communi

cat • with Lb lh·ing by audible und ! It wa in thi family that 
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the ghost of that ·• pedlar who was buried in the cellar first marie 
his complaint, and Wolllu not rest until the nl'i.:;hbors du;; for hi~ 
bones!" The pal<·, cadan•rou, m:m, who officiated as door· keeper 
at the hotel, was furni:;hcd with a few hints in regard to ;1 deceased 

si:sler. As this was my lirst appearance with "Spiritual Happcr.~," 
some geoeml surrey was rcqubitc. But when it wn~ mr turn to 
make the usual interrogatory, "Will the spiri con,·ersc with me?" 
I got no ans;w<;r; the time for tlw " se~sion " expired, the ~ririt 
rapped "Done," and I was but little wiser. So the'e sc>~ions 
passed. E;~ch day, the door-keeper, when he took the dollar, 
informed me Lhat most persons obtained some communication; 
and he thought I must succeed ultimately in getting replies to 
my queries. 

The fourth session had ah·cady pass<;d without any more demon
strations for me than before; the" spirits" lmd r11pped out" D<>nc," 
and the ladies were about leaving tlw table to call for the rapping;; 
on the door, a;; was their custom, when my faithful door·k!!cper 
came in and asked me if I hnd receiYed nnsw·crs to my inquiries. 
He was nm;wcrcd ncgatirely. "Well," said h<;, addressing- the 
ladies, "if this gentleman is e,·cr going to ha,·e nnswers, I sl10uld 
think it high time." Ile then wished to put the question again. 
This was done with much humility, and, I need .not add, with 

much faith ; and a prompt rap, rap, rap, was the reply. 
Q. Will the spirit of my departed sister conl'crse with me ? 

Two raps. 
Q. To make all sure, Is this the spirit of my departed sister? 

Two raps. 
By writing down figures, I learned that she was twenty-se~·en 

years old at the time of her death. This number 27 was obtained 
by peculiar intonation, and was the age ngreed upon with a fri!'lhl 
who went with me. I asked if spirits could mo\'e from place to 
place- if they could converse ; and was answered in the nffirma
ti,·c. 

Q. Arc t1tcse spi1its acquainted with the spirits who make the 
manifestations nt the house of Dr. Phelps, at Strntford, Connecticut~ 

Two light rnp~. 
A geutleman railed attention to the fact that this respon~e was 

by f;tint rnp])ing·, and Mrs. Fi,:h ~aid it meant they were slightly 
acquainted. \\'i:hont being able to discorer the rdation between 

12 
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light rappinrr and ~light acqunintanc , I must conclude this i the 

correct x. lana ion. 
Q. Arc tlte._- · . pirit. ar•tunin •cl with th pirils I o rap at the 

hous of Jr. SitLbury, in 1.finn, Chatauque county, of ltis State ? 

An ·w r d b,; two rnp .. 
'J hi i tl1 fil t I bnd hcr~rd of uch demon trations at this 

place. The nam • and re. idenc of Mr. Sals ury were nlike por· 
ions of a pious fraud, to • try the ~ph·it ." 

The mo,·ing hairs and tables, and other phy ical rl ·mon tra· 

tiou., I bclien! wu not attempted by the · oxc whil in thi city . 

It must not b • forgotten, that whene,· r this thing take place, it is 
. cu tom. ry for the pirits to cnll for the " dark circle.'' Tl1e lig·llts 

mu t b .·tingui h d. Belie,· r an wcr th cavils of the worl ly 
in r gnrd to this 4 dark circle;• by ayinrr they are in trnct d by 
the pii·it , tlHlt tltcsc d mou tration require a 1·isible appe!lrancc 

of the rrhostly power that produce th m ; and u tl1e world i not 
y t pr pared for tlteir appenrancc, the chnkne i- a r qui iLc. Y ct 
m ny of t le fa.ith a· tll y lal' . eu tab 1 and hairs mo,·ed in 

brond da •-Jio' t · ut th 'Y mnk no 1n n ion of t1 vi. ible appear
aile£' which •he pil·its clar to b n ne e . ary concomit~nt. 

Th • oft-tri d .·p 1·im nt of placing th •• n edium" on n bonrd, 
witl1 gla . um bl r. lJen ath it, or eren on a plate of glas cone aled 

beneath he carpet, mu lln,·e b n ,·ery amu. ing to tl1e rappers 

hem h· , who~e vo a ion ' tb r by not in t e 1 n:t affected. 
L th m tnnd on • ny metallic ub tance, l1ich wil1 n·i,·e a di . • 
in th·e onnd, n a . he iron blower or ~. tin pan, t], n cal1 for 

the ·otmd in di tnnt par of the roorn. For r l') obvious rea-

son , l1ey will n t 'ouch. afed, the sound· wiJJ be ju. uch a 

mi ht b e.·p cted from uc-h a locality, and no one can b made 

t<1 b .li n· t11(·: nr ! y d1 r •I e tl1an und r the fc t of the rap

p •r. \ "c ·a "try the .:pi1·it ." T . t quo tion will do, but the: 
'' m •dium ' i ·o oft n hr •wdly ilt'nt or ,·a iv 1. re pon ·h· ', tlutt 
rec ur. · mu. t b · had to ho m ans whicll will ndruit of no 

capt'. '1'11c be t way i:s to hold tlle ~ et of ALL the " m cliums " 

pr ·sent ; not hold tl1 fc t of oNE while nother doe the rapping. 
ct tlw e who ha\ nee .. to a piritu, 1 u m diu.m» in this city. 

propo e the trial ; they will either top the knocking or be put off 
,.,·ith an ing niou excu e wl1ich win be qua1Jy concht.ire. The 
rapping i produced ith t 1 to , but it is not n u cracking of the 
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toe joints." I know a half dozen men wl10 c:m prodttce tlw~c 

sounds in nil their Yariety, and can do it mys<:lf, and that, too, wi h 
scarce a perceptible mo,·cment of the feet; so that when it is said 
yon can detect no motion by watching the feet of rappt·r", it 
amounts to nothing, unless means are taken to pre,·cnt a u~e of the 
to~:s. " Try the spirits," ask them to rap on anything held in the 
lHmd and produce the Yihrations, when the " mediums" are not in 
contact ; and especially, don't forget the tin pan test. 

It is hat·d to admit we l1nve been humbugged by so simple a 
thing as thumping with the toes and l;icking table l('gs. 'fo fiml 
that "spirits," whose wi5C saying~ we had trcasurcu, coukl be 
put to flight by a tin pan, is not an agr<:Cable UiSCOYery ; and lO 
this indisposition to own np, is to be attributed the wise silc:n~e 
of those who, after giYing perfect cr('dcnec to this mischief-making 
and blasphemous imposition, coolly style themseh•es" moderators " 
of fanciful controversies. 

IV. 

The Boston 'fnmscript publishes an account of " Spiritual Man
ifestations," nt the house of Mr. Leroy Sunderland, which are 
regarded as inexplicable mysteries ; and the editor, in noticing a 
remark of the Express, thnt "this bubble was pricked all on::r," 
says that "it is a very penerse bubble and refuses to collapse.'' 
The account published is signed by se,·en gentlemen, whom the 
editor regards ns men of integrity and intelligence. Doubtless 
they are. 

On looking OYer three or four old numbers of a " spiritual " 
paper, published by the gentleman at whose house these matTels 
transpire, I find tl1e nameli of four of the seYen appended to di,·crs 
sta.tements of similar wondrous doings within the htst few months 
at the same place, and hence conclude their opportunities for this 
kind of inn;stigntion ha,·e been n;ry,exten~iYe. 

Most of the nccounts of !he "spiritual " doings and sayings at 
the house of Mr. Sund1·rland arc published " at the request of the 
spirits." .So it \YOuld seem the " ~pirits " m·e anxious that mortals 
shoulu be mhised of these things. Perhaps the following from the 
"Spirit "'orld," published by Mr. Sunderland, may aft'ord some 

light. 
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u ~pll-itua] 1 ion · - !11 . Coop 'r giv sittings for re pon e 
from the phit world dnily, at 10 A . .M. and 3 P . U., at 28 Eliot 

trcct, Bo tou." 
Mr. und ·rhnd informs hi reader that ., audible and reliable 

communication from angel may be had." '\Ve presume thee 
cssions are of p culiar inter · -t, for ht: • y , a one of these sit
inn's, the spirit informed them h re ~ w r three 1 undrcd ang ls 

present!" ·One i strongly tempted to wonder why they were not 
asked to all rap at once. 

The tatcmcnt mentioned abo,-e, gives an account of '"·bat was 
sc n and beard by the under ·igncd. 

Mr . Cooper, tlte daugltter of J.l[,·s. Sunderland, is the "medium.tt 

'Vhen tlley entered the room, they found orne ten persons around 
a table, and a many mol'e spectators watching the movement ; 
and while th re were constant rappin£, o,n the table, they saw no 
motion to indicate that the " medium" had any thing to do witl1 the 
te. pon e , and they b licv-e he had not. 

The juxtapojtion of ten pcn;on arm nd a table, and the conv(~

nient abundance of fcmnlc drapery, wou]d pr ,·ent any di."cm·ery 
of mo ement; and mor •m· r, if tlley ha\ o good "rapper /' well 
drap d, no ordinary watching would detect any mo,•ement. I know 
amatew· rapp 1· i thi city. who can produce an the fa t rapping 
witl the to , and mnk no motiou whicl1 w uld be pP.rceil·ed, 
thouuh the f, ct ' ere und r pur icular ob ervation. 

W'c11, th tab1e wa 8mTowtded, and r> pon c , accompanic by 
di tinct \'ibrntiun on the table, wcr giv n. The ~piriLs, upo11 
rcque~t, gn.vc phy ical d mon ·tr. ion ; th table wn "mo,.,. d in 
\'ariou dir ction-, from ne to t\ o fet!t," and turned over into th 
lnps of tho e urrounding it/' In two instance it was raised 
entirely from tl1c floor, nnd the signers i'U'C }JOSilit•e that no human 
• gency \V:\5 employed. 

" For 11 purpo of vnrying the ·perimen , ' e all took bold 
of the top of the table, holding it clear oft' he floor in our 
b. nd , when it wa ,·iol ntly hal.. •n while yet uspendcd, a if il"
tandal·d had been · ized by trong lland ." 

Tl1en aTE T que tion w. propo cd, ·md a ·pirit rc ponded that 
lle wa t]l brother of the que1i. t, and llis n. me was 1 erez ; and 
th g nHernan tl1cn astoni bed tl1e company by tatiug that he had 
ucb a broth r, who t.i~d f,fty year· ogo. ,. Facts unknown to any 
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other per on pre ent." \Vl1o can ay the ·e f:tct were unknown to 

A.'1' other pcr·on Jlre;cnt? It i: no gr("!nt :trt'tch of f; ncy to sup

po- thi information might h. v be n procured for the occa ·ion, 

if it wa not wormed out b. ugge tive inteiTorratoric -the ·'y· ·r
Ia ·ting" Try it again," . 1 ' '\Va it thi..., ?" "Wa'S it thaL ?" &c. In 

the C\' ninrr, ( "dnrk circle,") tl1e company urround the table 

again, and in '' holding each other' · hand , o that no hand was at 
liberty in the room; he cen r tabl , around which w were it

ting, was rai ed up from the fioor tiH times and set down wit11 con· 
sidcrable fo ·ce.t' 

Fh·e time the table was up et nd turned over, so that it fc11 ide
way~ upon the floor with \'iolence. A small bell which stood upon 

thE: table, wa. moved, whhout human hand~, from the table four 

t;mc ; it wa" thrown upon the floor, thrown into the lap of Dr. Kib

b e, an<.l, finally, it wa remov d by the ·pirits, and they ~pelled out 
"Find the ll !''which wa he first we knew of it ab ence. • arch 
wa mad by one of the compnny, hile there. t remained in tl1c eir

e! e hoi dinfl' ach other'. hrmds. After the earch had been con tinned 

for orne mom nt , the b 11 was accidentally di covered in Mrs. 
Coop r's lap, a it fell out of the folds of her apron. During the 
whole of thi tim , both of Mr . Cooper' hand · had been he1d 
in the bands of two of the company, tnnding or itting by lPr side. 

u \Ye say that we are deeply impres ed with the conviction tbat 

no human agency wa employed in the production of tl ·~ · phe

nomena.'' 
\ ay "we arc profoundly impre sed with tbe com·iction tt that 

if tlli · i. a correct tatem nt, there i a ufficient quantity of 
t< lmmnn agency .. in the ·hapc of nbout t'\' nty rc 1mmnn legs " 

und r that table, around which th · men were itting, any one of 

which might prodllco thc.e phenomena I 
The" holding hand ," to amollnt to an. thing, must be in lain 

view o.• th table. an anytl ing be d 'ised mor cunningly to 
keep the uonbtet. from looking t' .. DER tllc tnble ? 'Vhy not l10ld 
the FEET, and t11at, too, nt such a di tnncc from tbe t ble a to per

mit all "'ho choose to take a good \ i w , nd s ~ ic rai ? ord 
a, to ta.bl ~· lo\•ing table i n feat which commonly appertain 
to the common four-lcggt•d table. Lifling i · n more impre bin! 
e.·p rim nt. ..ow with an ordinary four·l{•gg d article, tlti i dif

ficult to perform, unl . . there i on the leg of the table a pro-
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j~ctiou near 1'h c nter table i" · ~-t for lif[ing. or pn h
ing, or drawing. Th • top i supporte by a tandarcl, whicJ1 is 
attarhcd o a fl·1L portion mounted on ca. tors on feet. Jide the 
f. t umlcr the horiz ntal pari., nnd see how easy" fie l1. nd blood ~. 
• uld "upRct the table into the J,tp f ittcr " around it, Or lift it 

up ; anu who will be the ' iser if you a11 '' hohl hand " and say 
"j i,; the . pirits. '' The bciJ mam:.euvre is a fait• g·ame of rc hunt 
the . Iipper," and notl1iug m re. Th • bell, say they, n mm ed 
by :pit·it. , and thu first they mi ed it, the pirit peUed out, ••Find 
th bell." Clo e watch r , . urely ! 1\h . Cooper, hands were 
ltclJ ; of course nob y l:e could cone al he bell. Of course 
th M di tm d'd'nt k11ow w 1en the bell wa r lied up in her apron. 

'fbi i. poor jugNlin ··· 
ig nor ll1 itz take a ha frum on of a l atge com pau), (some 

diserc ba ·helor, or example,) an in plain igllt, bt!fore the 
a s mbly, proceeds to xhibiL to tbc a toni hed proprie or of the 
hat cli,•er small sh e , rliminuliYe tockings, caps, and other babil
mcnts an baby fi:in , carefully bcstowetl in the hitherto mpty 
chapeau. This is good j 1gglin~. '!'he who! • statement i- a prac
tical il1ustration of wlmt has been nh~ad - tnlecl, that in all their 
d monstrations, tile "Spirits ,, con, t, ntly ·unonnd themselves by 

all manner of contingencies, ancl stndiotd. ~n-oid all demon tr~
tions w]lich wm compktcly preclude the po ibility of lmman 
ngency. Thi '' , tatemen " i infinitely more ugge th·e of what 
might be propo ed to try the piriL, than it i conclu i\·e a to th 
le t thing marv elou,. n tcad of n ldna tl1e nnm of h man's 
brother, why not a k of lbe where. bout of tl1e . teamer Atlantic. 
or the ••1ocu in quo u of ir John J:i r~ nklin? 

In tead of '' l1 ltlinn the table clear ff the floor," • uspended ' 
for lh ph·it o lu kc violently, why no get the piriL to" ,·nry ,, 
the "e.'\p l'iment, ., by doing thn Lllcmsel ·es, wl1ile h itter look 
on at a rcspcc ful dis :me ? \ hy not (Yet the pirits to "pick,. 
up the "b ll,. in .. plain ight,>' , 'nd ring it wher an could ee il, 
instead of hrowing it on the fl 1", or l1iding it ? If pirit con-
ummate the bjPct f th ir "mi ,j n,'' it must be by omething 

better th. n lhc e trick~ '' rlone in a c rn t>r." 
\V wn I Sll "these rappinrr :\J"(" made by tl1e to - ·, I am not o 

" verdant " a to suppo.-e that temporary arr<mg mcnt might not 

be mad·, b: which ht" h n st t•nq tiret' c uld b permitted to see, 
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and ev n lwll the t • of the " Pri ·~· c ·," whi o so .te of lhc 
"lait , " vouch ·nfed a trifl f spiritual "pet·cu. sion," tl1at would 

I'CI"\'t; i.n nn cmertyency. • r • hnll 1 <tnticipalc all the "' Net ofl" · u 

lwL migln h '. lJO" r(• ·t d Oil tl.t• . udd '11 OC\:ll.~iuu. But in thi .. pur-
0 • 

suit f Lmo I •dgc unc.lcr difliculti • ·," I am villing to place a. sum of 

filthy lucr at the di po. a] of the • pirits, if, with fair opportunities, I 

c nnot ":-;top oat knocking," or drive .rfedium, howman, Philo

sophic Exponent and all, into the nece ity of creeping out of an 

aperture cspeci, Hy diminuti\·e. 

hndrach, like Manfa·cd, ca11 for the pirits ! 
If the bubble •• won't bur t," it is not for the want of holes to 

let the g s off, but bccau. e of he industry of those who attempt 

o patch up the leak witlt the raw material, and keep it up l ith 

fre 1t " puffings/' 

RE.:\IARKS BY THE EDITOR OF THE XPRES . 

A TR P SPRe .. 1- o. THE " rmtTs.''- \V ask the attention of 

uch of our reader a hold any lingering half credulous ideas, 
that th r" may be .. something in the e rappings, aft r. ll," to th 

comnmuiealton of " Shadrach Barnes/1 in this day's Expre , and 

l1cn doubt longer that he ,.,.hoi business is a gross humbug, if 
th •y can. 

\Yhen we were in\•itcJ, in conjunction with other m tnbers of 

the pre , to witne the opernttons of the Roelle ter Impostor , 

and to rep 1·t th r n, it will b r~.ecollected that" e recorded our 
firm beli f, drawn from what \V • aw and heard, that the whole 

process wa n.n impu cmt and wicked imposture, and that it would 
on luy be e~·pos d, in all ill· slutllow mptin~ss. The fishy and 
foxy going on at th Howard Ilot ·1, and the ucce s they met 

with, in. pirited otl1ers to O'O into a bu.ine which wa pa.:ing o 
wcl1, nml th profe:; iou of "calling pirit from the Y< ~ty deep," 

t rap on tnble , aml o,· r t furnitur , to brow l1air bru·he , and 

write my teriou:; hiemg:lyphics on turnips, may now be con idered 

ns among the r gularl.: tabli:h ·d calling , by which men and 

omen obtain their liYelih d. 
Among the outsid lookers n, (. nu, we lhought, and think 

till, collu ioni ·t,) at the Fi ·h and F x soiree, lYllich we and the 

ditor of the Commercial attended, was the somewhat famous 
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J.~roy Sumltrl:md, 1rho appean d to t !;c :t 1cry deep intcrc't in the 

proc<'(·Jing~. .h we ~tatcd in our fiJ,..t account of 1bat re-union, 

this gentleman undertoo'• to cntcrtr.in us with an account of certain 
htcrdcws he hau h:1cl with the spirit of his departed £:\ther, which 
wa,, he said, in the habit of paying- him frequent 1bits, nnd con· 
,.<'l'~ing with him upon the most free and intimate terms. The 

Hochcstcr practitioner~ ha\'ing kft town, we heard no more of l\lr. 
::-unuerland, until we found him <·stnbli,.bed at his own house, in Elliot 

strel'l. Boston, peddling out ~piritual knockin~s at n dollar a head, 
.md publi,bing a p:1pcr cnlll'd the "Spirit World," full of tl1c samtl 

sort of "skimble sknmble stuff," of which the Hcvelntions of 
D;ni,, anrl :\ lnrgc portion of th<' Rapping and Knocling corres· 

pondcnce of the Tribune i~ mainly compo~ed. 
Our correspondent, "Shndrach Barnes," true to his purpose of 

<'xposing fhis gross and ITickt'd imposture, bethougllt him of a plan 

by which he could unmask the unholy and re\'olting pretensions 

of thi~ modern seer; and the description of that pla~. nnd of the 
way it worked, forms, we think, one of the most entertaining, ns 
well ns satisfactory, of nil till' chapter:. on the Knocking Humbug, 

as yet Youchsafcd us b) our cle"er correspondent. 

SUADRACH B.'\RXE:; 0;\' "THE RAPPIXGS" OXCE :\lORE. 

A RE).IARKADLY Rrc11 DEI'ELOPMExr.- In former communica· 
tions on the subject of "Mysteriou~ Rappings," a few facts and 

obsel'l'ntions ha,·e brcn presented in a plain way, "ith n ,·iew to 
shoiV the knn,·ery of this blaspht•mous imposture. Without 

attrmpting to argue thnt rapping and kicking were indecorous and 
unseemly ways for disc·mbodied ~pirits to adopt for the purpose of 
making themsehc-; known, I h:\l'e bern willing to recci1e their 

mnnifc·stations in any ".1y they mi;;ht choose to adopt, and haYe 
never re~01·tcd to :my indiscriminall' cry of humbug and collusion, 

without fair inn,tigation. It ha' bt•<•n ~horm that thr infinih• ~ari· 
ety of get off,;, ~ubtcrftlfl'C', mul l'l'a~ion~. woultl prCI'ent anything 
like a fair iol'cstigation, an<l that n re~orl to pious frauds, to try the 
spirits, has been absolutely n<'c<·~sary. The similia similibus, "hnir 

of tl1r same dog 11ill cnrr the bitr," humbug for humbug, systl'lll, 
hns thus far been producti1 r nf the most snti~factory results. 

The following corn•spondl'ncc i~ n practicnl application of this 
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m t1 otl, anll i. a the same time intere ling, a ho" ing hat Bos· 
ton " piriL "nrc no mm·c reliable Lhan ll1e g·llo ·t. of R che ter or· 
Brooklyn. 'fh · fir t Jetter, ~ igned Phebe Xewell, wns writt n by 
my. If. If, in thi~ ;a t city, there houlu chance to be any other 
Ph b • ~ well, 1. wi h it di. inctly under tood that she had no 

agency in th followin~ orth.orn'Cipldcal production. ' he per onal 
iden ity of hadrach with Ph be can be fu11) e tabli hed. And so 
if there be di:'CO\" red any Mary Ellens among the Perkin es, they 
arc no children of mine, unlc. they arc rc out of their }leads and 
flitcy ," and witl1 their "<lear Motl1er Ne' el1 " all the time-and 
e\·en then, I ,·hal1 ignore the mutemily. But here is the letter of 
the afflicted Pltebe., verbatim et literatim el. pmzrtuatim: 

'' rc pccted ·ur I send one doUur req 1esting if you plese to have 
-orne question r . pccting of my daughter which departed thi. lif 
january t1Je 19. 1850 i brotc hct· up from a chiJd l1e was a Daugh· 
tcr too m her nnme i.· mary ellen Perkins and was 19 when she 
didc my mind i.· cxa·ci.·ed \'ery much in respect of her tate of 
mind in a religious pint of vi w which if you Communion with 
• pirit in he other world l1e wa fiitey and out of h r Head a. the 
p t • i nffiiction onr long time . he bore pl1 ·sician was in Yain 
send me a 1 tter i want t o 11ear if her state of mind is happy no 
more At pre ent PHEBE -E\VELL. 

'' new York city £ b thQ 13th 1851 

"mr ]aroy underland." 

Thi lett r, enclosing one dollar,* was addrc · ed in charnct ristic 
chirography, to hh. Leroy 'underland, Bo·Lon, was read o a 
friend, and by him deposited in he ost Office, po tage paid, 
Feb. 13, 1851. 

'l'he following i· Mr. Sunderland's r ply: 

"Elliot treet, Bo ton Ma ., ? 
Half pa t 10 A. M., Feb. 15, 1851. ) 

ly Sister Dear- I bn ·e Lhi. mom nt laid y m· letter before the 
PJRIT , and 1' c ired the following an ·wer: 'Tell her Mm·y i 

happy and with l1er dear Mother .1:.,. ewell a.U tl1 time. I watch ol·cr 
h r for good, and I loYe l1er now more than ·n: r. I wi] be nc<~l' to 
h r an land al her 'right hand when he read your answer. he• 

•Thi:; i lht· fonnh dollar I hnve paid for spzrituul information. I nm freo 
~., admit, in all instance , 1 ha,·e recah·ed a quid pro quo. •• B. 
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mu·t not gnen~. I will soon make ound in her presence ' h n 
, he is alone. which ·h~ can he:tr, when .he will know it is me! 

"And I understood the. pirit to say that you wa not her own 
Moth r, but she loved you as her own, and ·he aid 11e came l1ere 
t t ,U me vhal to say to you when I an.·wered your letter. In tho 
sph re whe1·e IIIMy ha gone, none at·e miserable, but aU are as 
happy a· th~y po:.ibly c.n be . Your ruly, 

LEROY .1. TDERLAND." 
~·It i · not often that I uttcrnpl an an. wer to l tter· like yours, 

but I uppo.·e I wa. atlrac ed by lary' · sw et ~pirit to gratify 
•ou. She ian.· ~·tood by me while writing, a I beheYe." 

This .. g m from Lb · "piri lund., co e. written on whal may be 
cctUed, I uppo. , Spitituultt•orld paper. The beet i ·urmount-ed 
witl1 an enJr:.n-cd vign(!ttc, in which ar clouds in fleecy plenitude, 
and in their midst i a ·eric of three concentric circles. In t1le 
inner circle i a tri:tngle, within wbich i a gas 1ight burning. 
• • 'Vi ·dom " - •' Lo,·e '• - •' 'Vill, '' appear on the hadowy trian· 
g]e, ' bile "'Truth.'' '' Goodne ·," and "Justic ·," are well be
slowed in the back ground, a outsiders. The following i printed 
beneatl1 : 

iC]"' "For Information in an wel· to all uc;tions re·pecting 
PIRIT , and the Future Destiny of the Human Race read the 

11aper w1th the aboYe title. ( pirit World.) It contain: commun[
ention.~ produced by audible rc; pon • from U1e Spil·it \Y' orld, c;x
plain ~ the c- · E o.f ~ iritnal manife tat ion , and Lhe condition on 
which they :tre mnJl~. Pledl, d to no Traditional Dogma· in The
ology, Philosophy, or 'ci nc , iL acknowledge no authority bul 
the INFI~"ITE ItiR)JOl'IA, and takes for the ·cope of its mi~~iou Lbo 
uni'· r nl diffu.ion of Goodne , Justice, and Tnth. Publi~hed 

week! y, ( 1 pel· volum •,) at 28 Elliot str et." 
fr. Sund rlnnd L th' Ursa ... 1Iajor of th 'piritual doing at 

Bo ton . Hi· pnper contain , 11 tl1at it lnt and inter ting from 
the upp r phet·e . lie teUs u. tl1e communication~ he receh· ~ 

nrc audibl J truth ul, and r liable responses from Angel , and .ofl·n 
:)peak- of the a. si -t.mcl' h deri\" from th e cele ial ,.i ilant- in 
the di:charge of his edito:ial dutie ·. It , em· lle belieYes he ''a: 
attracted by lalj' ·we •L :pirit, and sl1 · too by him while he 
wa:. wrilin.; ! l may a~ w ll stntc thaL I was not consciou~· o · 
any spirit t· uJind o T my ' 1ight side, ' wJ1ilc reading the lett.el' 
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from Mr • ._. So I am inclined to think Mi,, "Jlary Ellm Per
kins" wns not nt my ri~ht hand, though she mny have been "Ol'tr 

tltr left." As to "audible sound,:," which are to be vouchsaft'd to 
"clrar ..Jfotltt!t' Xe1rell," while alone-by this shadow of a shade, 
)/iss Prtkins. I can only say, bring on the sounds I Pl1ebe "is 

willing." 
The late Braintree suicide has called public atwntion to the con· 

sidcration of some of the consequences of the delusion. No per
son can read the artless statement the poor girl. George Sand, left 
behind her, without being filled with commi•eration for the deluded 
victims, and contempt for the heartless sharpers who deceh·ed 
thrm. 

'!'he report of the supcrintemlcn t of the diflcrcnt Insane Hospitals 
will fut·nish another chapter. We shnll continue to" try the spirits," 
con~idcring it to be right to expose all the ttickcry and villiany we 
can get hold of. The del icate momlity of the Prc>1·idcnce Post will, I 
~uppu•c, be shocked by the spurious letter of "Mrs. Newell." I can't 
help it ; it is a part of the similia similib1111 ~ystcm that prol'ides for 
"tests, 11 which cannot be tbwarttd by Peter Funh or "Philoso
pher.-." The original letter of Mr. Sunderland is in the hands of the 
editor.; of :he Express, and al~o a copy of Phebe's epistle in htr own 
cali;raphy. Now let us see how th~e spirits will get out of this 

trap. The "lging spirits 11 game won't do this time; and i~ will 
hardly be worth while to cry out "error i' the bill.'' 

THE RAPPERS AGAIN. 

S n .\DRACII BAn~ES, REotYivts.- One of the authors of a book 
un "Happin3S," Mr. E. W. Capron, in the Tribune of Tuesday, 
makes some st<'ltcment.~, with a ,jew to keep a) i\'c tl1is "Spiritual 
Rapping" Uumbu~, which require a little notice. He thinks tJ,c 
c1idcncc of Dr. Lee, of Buffalo, mere tlr!Jctlit•e testimony, and 
rcgnrds the "nn~wer from Buffalo ns being quite deficitnt in facts." 
He says: " I mal>c no pretensions to Uni\'Cr:<ity Proftssorship, or 
to literary abilities, nor do I ha,·e, like Shndrach, lllc leisure of a 
Custom House employment, to p1·eparc my facts carefully; but 
from a chance to im·estigate daily for two year;., I claim to ha\'e 
facts that entirely silence nil tocology and Lnccology tl1eories, however 



188 APPE. DIX. 

highly inflated Ll1ry may be, and though t 'Y co 1e to the \'orkl 

o,· r he uames of all the profe sor · it contains." 
rrh fil'. tor the. e.fart.s, which ar. to "entirely ilence all toeology 

and kneeolOf!!l theorie , i to be found hy refer nee to the primiti,·e 

im·,~ tigation of the Roche.·ter Rappel'S in O\'. 1849. 
Th fil'"'l committee, umong otltc~· lltings, aid in th h· report : 

" On • of l1c committe plac d one of l1i l1ands on tile feet of the 
ladit>st :md the otl1er on 1u~ floor, and tl1ouglt tllc feet u·ere not moued, 
tl1e1'e zcas a distinct jat on tlte jloot. On the pcnunnent ond on tlte 
ground lhe same souwls were heard." 

Tl1i. :tmounts to nothing, unle s one of the hands of (Jne of tlte 

em n ittc • wa.c:; ufficiently large to cover both feet of both ladie .. 
And yet A r. C. say. : ere it appears the feet were held'" 
Call you that holding the {I et? 

Thi fact, t11en, to be effecth-e in the silencing proce s, need· 

mol'e " prepatation." 
But t.her are other stat ment in hi~ same report, which ar 

e~ pecially appropriate, and I quote them. Among other things, 

tl1i~· report s<ty : " Tlmt tl1e • ound on the floor near where tll~ two 
ladies stood, wru: l1 ard a di. tinctly a · at other places," (quite 
lik ly ! ) and " that. part of the committee heard the rappinrr on 
the wall bel1ind them; that a number of que ion were a ked, 
which were an. w red, not altogether right nor altogether wrong." 

Doe not thi go to confirm what hn b n .bo' n, both in Dr. Lee' 

letter and tl1e Exprc . , that the uncertainty as to the pr ci.·e locality 
of the o1.md. i. . ufficient of its lf to accoun for the alleged rap
pings at a di. tn.nce from Medium ? 

The next committee, througl1 their clHtirman, Dr. Langworthy,. 
report, t11at the probabili y or po. ·ibility of ,·entriloquial agency 

\ a precluded by examination with he "'tetho. cope, and the say 

tl1e " ound could not be produced by machin ry." 'y 11, we 

admit it, with th o::ingle remark, hat the o..:tethoscope examination 

must lulYc b en as amu. ing to the gals a· m<tking their 1'UJ?S ou a 
bonrd mounl d on g1ru. tumbler , to :ho\v the absenc of el c
tricity! 

The tl1ir I fact bear. mark~ of more u p1·eparation." Capron 

. ay. tl1 • c.·aminatiou was ba only in lte pr . nee of th com

mitte • and th · ladic. cho en by th m, :wd he ;1y the ounds 
w rc h ard wll •n th adi s tood on large fe(l/l/.er .illows, withou! 
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slwcs ,· aud Capron nLo ·a - he comm"ltt·c 11 pointed a committee 
uf lndic:, who disrob ·d tl1e Foxc~, and tl at (hi. own language,) 
·• Lh cummittcc f ladir· · al o t·cported that th ·y tried the e.· ·ri
m<'nt of t} ing lh •il· ch·c • es clu c tu tl~eir nuk1c·, 1nillwul shoes. 
( liltt•ly ·u1rgc. ted by the Expr •s ·,) and that the sound w re the 
same rcn '· len tht~y .. Lood on pillow ." 

~ ... ow, it ·o h. ppcn~. the committee of ladie· made no such re· 
port ; they gave the yuung ladies tlt fol1owing ecrtil:icate: 

41 'Vb ·n Lh •y were ·t nding on pi11ows, •ilh a handk rchi fLied 
around th bottom of their dress . , tight to t11e aukl s, we all heard 

th ·rap ing on the wall anti fluor d.istinetly.n ( ign d) 
By Three Lndic . 

How com it thi • tat •ment of Capron l10uld c ntain the ·ery 
npposit and p£•cuJiar1y com•enient word •• without shoes:' while tho 
certificate signed by the ladie contain· no ·uch words ? 

How i. that, Capron? 
A. to "rapping w1li1 • standing on pill w , fe·:t h ·r beds, &r../' I 

can do that mys ·lf, nnd so can half a dozen amateur rapper I wot 

of. nl: tucking the. foot und r c nd ittin•' upon it, the rapping can 
bo ma e to s •Pm almost in any plac where th • attention i. di
r •cled. • , pla ing n foot nrrninst a table leO", wilh the int rposi
tion of drnpct-y, the onnds are on lh. table, and can be marl • iu 

iff.·l"lnt d gre s of intensity,. ecording- top .il"on, whcthe1· n the 
top o1· bottom of the table leg. .And tl ere is no "cracking of the 
join " about it. 

'fh vidence nfl'ordcd by Dr. L c and n~~ociat , so far from 
J being m:guth•c, i of the n10st positive c1urract r. When Lhc s:i-~r · 

w •rc pluced with their limb ext nd ·d and Lhdr he l on cu:;:hion!!:, 
thcit· knee grn:p •d 6rmly by t11 Doctor::, thl.! l'appin.:~ is nut ful'th
coming, ~,. n th ugh this holding knees con inues \ cr half an hour 
at a tim . W'"h n tb y are p1accd on tlw sof~t or a chair, with their 
fl'cl on tlw fl or, wen then lhe ~ound.. c:l.llnot he lll•nrd as long as 
h ku c: ur h ·1<.1. In a . ingle instnncP ·• few r:tps w re given, 

anu r. LL·c says the motiun of the musch :-o was nppan·nt. The 
faet, tl at hu1Jing th 1wt•t>." stnps th knockin;;, i:-; fully l' ·tnblished. 

'rhc n·. un. I b li •\" · to b •, that th · ladiL. rlarc not rap while in 
thi · :itun.ti n, bcc:ms.' they ]·n w they wuull b • cldected in tantly, 
hy l1c mn culnr motion, wb(Jh r they l'Oduct.:ll the ound by the 
knrJe or toe. Tnt , th rnppi l"'i "'1\'t'r!' hc:url whHt lhe Doctors lqt 
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go ll1eir !told. But TilEY WERE AS CERTAINLY STOPI'P.D WilE:> TilE 

GRASI' WAS RENE\VF.D ! 
Is that sufficiently positive, or will any mnn be satisfied with the 

contemptible skulking off, under the pretcn!'e that the " Spirit~ woultl 
not communicnttl." 'l'h<-'l"emaioder of Mr. Capron's f:wts nnd 
obscrrntions I can say nothing of. After finding how readily the~e 
things can be 1n·epurcd, I am rather dubious as to thdr rdiability. 

So of Mn;. '!'amlin, I can only say I ha,·e never heard the rap· 
pings or witnessed the manifestations, through her inter-Agency. 
How far confidence is to be placed in the Foxes, Mrs. Benedict, and 
Leroy Sunderland, as connected with this rapping business, l~<ts 
bf"cn sufficiently shown in former articles. The affidadt of Hez
ekia1t Joslyn, M. D., says some other Doctor held the fi•<:t of :Mrs. 
Tamlin. " He mngnetizcd her and paralyzad her limbs ;" and he 
sag<>ly concludes she did not make the sounds because" she could 
not 11wvc." 

'rl1e affidarit might hm·e been some stronger, if it hnd contained 
the nddition from Mrs. T., and the other Doctors, that they did 
not make Lhe rapping. As it is, a strong suspicion arises tha~ 
Hozckiah might IHt\·e been lmmbugged a trifle himself: Some 
!itt]~ observation in cn~cs of ro:~gnetic z>oralysis and extempomneous 
"fits," induces one to suggest for the cause of "suffering human
ity," that when the rapping is manifested, or tl1e "fits" induced, 
by spirits in or out of the flE>sh, a feather adroitly applied to the 
nose and adjacencies, will produce some curious result~. Tickling 
the soles of the feet, in most case~. will be found as effectual in 
exoreisiug the ghosts, <IS a silver bullet shot at Witches ! 

Another miter in the Tribune. J. \Y. Greene, bails from Bos 
ton. Greene is down on the Bufl··•lo Doctors and the knee theory. 
Ilc gives nn account of the infnnt nwdium, to whom you have to 
gi\·e candy to keep nwal;:e, and add~ the fullowing: 

" Mr. Sunderlan:l, of this ci ty, once told me that the rappings 
wer~ distinct!) marle on the door, as he held his little grand-child 
n_Jnin~t it. The cltiJJ 'ITliS an infilnl. Who taught that infant to 
practice decrption by !'napping its "knees." 

Sure enough, Gt•t,enc, who taught tlw l'hild that'? p:iJ'" Sunder· 
and TOJ,D .{EJ! h,j.; rc;tlr r.s, two W<'l·ks ago, that the Spil'its at his 
house, 'JlOI;l• out in gooJ Anglo Saxon ! it?" Sunderland told _fE¥ 

roc(" Phebe Newell,") that" mary ~lien Perldns," whosa" sweet 
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spirit" attracted him, would " make sowul " in the pre nee of 
d ar MoLhe1· X ewell." II • fr..:quently ell. hi readers that he has 

"aid and comfort' from angels w h hor r nbout him, rapping on 

hi. tnLI~ an chail'. II C\' n bdic' ·d '' ma.ry ell n .. Rtood at his 
. itl ·. ~ ct, it sc ·ms hi •' 'nardian ~ 'pirit," like tho c of the 
Foxe and ~11-s. .en diet, fail d to cry out '' Bewure f ' unter

feit , " and permitted. him to be hum bugged nnd ·'sol ,. for the 

um of one dollar, to L H.ADRACH BARXES. 

THE RAPPINGS EXPLO ED. 

[Thi \•olumc hould have been published on 1he fir:.:t of ptembt'r, but 

hu iug beeu unavoidably delayed, w are cnahlcd to crowd in the fullowing 

e:tinguisher of the "Spirit Rapping ," in Cincinnati. Tho Report und 
r mark.;; <.:r~ copied from the inciunnti Gazett , of • P.pl mbcr .J, 1 51. 

The Lecture of :\Ir. 'fiffa.l1)'1 at which tbi · Committee wn · uppointed, 

occurr ·d a n1ontb lat r than the one we attnnd d. But for the di inclination 

to name private citizen!;, many fact could be tal<'d, counect~d with the opcr

~ation. of the" ·:,irit rappings," iu Cincinuuti, which would a fully demon• 

strnto the imposlur<' of the whole thing, as lho~ in New \1 ori(, noticed by 
• 'hadr11~;h Bnrues.- THE l..'TIIOI\.] 

\Yc klllli'X tlw 1'1:J"'flrl of :1 eommitt :lproint..· I h; th,.. utlicncl' In :ltt<"nd nc,. :tt anr> of 
!r. TliT:my'll h llttt• I lo inw th.:ntt· tbr t'(l.;,.lJul lilTilU:II nappln;;... Tlie commit ' i• 

eompo.o"tl of 11. numlwr of hh:hly r • JWCt obh• hllli ~. nnd lh••lr r• rort,. ~ ·e "'' JcrJ< :m It, 
:-hu\\ h11w COD.lpld••l) a portiuu of llu ""m muily haw 1x u lm bu~cJ by tbe tr.l\' ling 
mrc.hum uf pr!'ll'll 1 t.l communit•ntion ith. pirit . 

"he llo·t•orL m rdy !')'rt' I be li (·l l .. •toro th<' ''arid. oL[J lPa.Yc 1!'1' ry reo..tcr free to draw 
Ida 01 n eonelu. ion . With thr ,. rcm:~rk• wc rrt· ·nt 

'rim IU,['OJtT. 
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"DONE." 












