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oety member co:nposing the auoeis.tion and in the world at large. So far Ill it i• 
instrumental to lhis tnd, it is Christian, a bleuing to the community ill which it 
exists. So far as It is not thus instrllmcnti:tl, its non·existence were desirable. To 
promote this object 1here mui;t be a practical conformity to the Divine laws-tbc:I 
principle•ofll.1e association must be iu harmony with the principles of the Divine 
government, For righteousnefi!I is none other than the result of these l11.w11-the 
ell._emplification of these principles In the actions of moral agents. 

Man is made to sustain a relation of an intelligent and accountable agent under 
the Supreme foteHigence; has the law ofilod written on the conscious powers of 
his soul: standii ill Mich contiguity to Omnipresent God as to have immediately 
reveRied to hjm God's will regarding him. THIS 18 THE: I'UNDAMENTAL FACT IN 
RELIGION; that which constitutes man a subject of God's mcral government; the 
foundation of his hopes, of his accountability. This revelation or God's will to 
him he feels and knows to be peuonal-his accountability personal and not trans· 
ferable, th'>ugh connecting him in obligation, and binding him by kindred tie• 
with the whule family of man. Yet, as absolutely personal aud individual as 
though he and God were alone in the Universe. Hence his conscience must bd" 
kept in its devoti•:m and allegiance to God, from whom the law co1nes.­
No lo.ws nor institutions of men, should restrict this individual exercise of con· 
&cience, of responsibility. The only restriction that can be Christian or lawful in 
thi11 momentous matter, in the terms ol association, isl the admission of the obvi­
ous principle, that no pretext of cotiscience can be valid which violates the equal 
rights of othen, or any of the unchangeable principles of moral obligation, which 
are primary to conscience, anfl by which, in the Divine order, it ill to be governed. 

Liberty of conscience, then-the recognition of the right of every member to 
act in obedience to the e\·idence of Divine Light, in its present and progressive 
unfolding of truth aod duly to the mind, must be a fundamental principle in every 
right orgaoizatiou. That this perfret liberty of consc1ence is the right of eYery 
aane and accooutable human being, appears from several other considerations.­
Mankind partake of the variety which every where marks 'the Creator'• werkt. 
Though identical in the elements of their being, these elements exist in the r.o1.ce in 
infinitely diversified pr.,portious. Himce theit individuality, their peculiarities of 
cbarllcter. Again: they are each subject to infiuences a& diveuified a.s their mental 
and physical peculiarities, all which affect their character, their views, thefr actions 
Thia divenity furnishes occasion for a most profitable exercise of some of the 
finest feeling11 and llffections of our nature-tenderness, kindneH, tolerance. 
From thl!' universality of the fact.'!! in the case, the praclice of these virtues i& obli· 
gatory on all, and no institution can be Christian-can exemplify love to God and 
man-( the &ubstanca of Christianity}-that is deficient in these virtues. "Chfi1• 
tianity," Hf• an enlightened writer, "respects this diversity in men-aiming not 
to undo but further God's will; not fashioning all men after one pattern-to think 
alike, act alike, be alike, even look alike. It is something far other than Chris· 
tianitywhicll demands that. A Cllristian church, then, sh.ould put no fetters on the 
man; it 11hould have unity of purpo,e, but with tbe moat entire freedom for the 
individual. \Vhen you sacrifice the man to the mass in church or state-ehurch 
or state becomes an ojfencet a 1tumbling-block: in the way of progyeM, and must 
end or mend. The greater the varieties of individualities in church or state, lhEI 
better ia it-so long as all are really manly, hnmane and accordant. A Church 
must needs be partial, not catholic, where all men tbiuk alike-uarrow and little." 
It has been the want of this broad and Christian ground of toleration that has 
been the bane of every church, Ca\holic and Pxotestant': In proponion to it1 ab· 
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!lent~ de•po\ic anc\ oppressive measuru have marred the hattnol\)' 11.nd pairtfu1Jy 
defeated the objectll of religious society. 

Another cause of the ~~erd~~ o( despotiep~wer in professed Christian churchu1 

has been the establishment of an o.scending scale of authority of larger bodie• 
over smaller, terminating in a Head or Supreme Contro\Hng Power. This, we are 
peuuaded,hu been a prominent causer:.( the difficulties which have been l!xperi­
oencedin the S::iciety of Friends, at dl!Terent periods of its history, and especially 
of the divisions wl1ich have occurred within the last quarter of a century. 

ln lhe eslablishfllent of Preparative, Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings, 
h was, 1foublless, not contemplated, in the early periods of the Society, that any 
despotic authority lihould be exetd..ed by larger meetings over smaller. The only 
power intended lo be exercised appears to have been 1hat of persuasion and love. 
ll\11 the historv or the Society •hows how euy it is to abuse power, when men have 
incautiously been vested with it, by the expressed or implied raleii of a wrilten 
code. And the experienl:e of the past admonishes us to recur to origind fun· 
damenta\ graund, in regard to the design of religious ao;sociation, and remove 
frbm it an element demonstrably evil in its tendency and results-the subordina­
tion of fTlee/ings, or the t•e1;\ing of larger meetings with authority over smaller. 
A$ in a right organization the man cannot be sacrificed to th" man, the individual 
conscience to au assemblage of consciences; liO tteil.her can a number of individ· 
ual consciences in a. congreiatiou rightfully be sacrificed to a lara:er assembly, or 
ilny assumed or utablisheJ head. The order of independent congregations there· 
fore, has opened, with great unanimity and clearness, as most in harmony with 
man's nature and rights, and least liable to abuse. 

Each congregation or meeting, will consequently atten~ to its own internal or 
disciplinary concerns. Larger meetings-Quanerly or Yearly-will be for coun­
"el andtWt>ice, and for lhe consideratic.n and promotion of the great interests of 
hlimanity--evpry thing that concerns man at large-including of consequeuce the 
removal of the existing evils or the day, \Var, Slavery, Intemperance, Licentious· 
ness, or in whatevtir form cruelty, injustice, and other perverted principl!!lll may 
operate. Ye11.rly meetings may suggest rules or regulations for the government 
of parncular meetings or congrega.lions, but lihali have no power to enforce, 

Another fruitful cause of difficulty and disaffection, has been the institution of 
Meetings of l'lfinistefs and Elders. Of these we prnpose the dial'ontiuuance, u 
also of the practice of rm:ommending or ordaining ministers. Every meeting or 
eong1egation will atteod to the regulation of the ministry amo11g themaelve&: 
and if any one proposing to travel to a distance, wiahesa certificate or moral l'har• 
acter; it can be granted for the time being. 

Not only will the equality of woman be recognized, but ,,., perfectly, that in 
our meetings, large1 aud smaller, men and women will meet together and transact 
bnsineujointly. 

These principles, aimply carried0out, will, we apprehend, effectually prevent the 
r;i.bu11e11 and evils of ecclesiu.til'al organizations. And 11hould they at any time fail 
to be exemplified in the practice of a meeting toward any of its members, the evil 
would be limited, and not very oppressive, as any member affected by it, would be 
at liberty to join another congregation, and still participate in the privileges of the 

general association. 
Two evil&, at lea.st, if not wh"Olly ucluded, would find but sta.nty soil to grow 

in-Tyranny and Sectarumism. And these will be the more effectually prevented 
bt the recognitbn of the ,::reat principle, already adverted to, of perfect hberty or 
ebnscience-which i11 our view, forbids the establishing of any thing~ 8ll a barri· 
<er to religious fellowship, either IUireprds individuals or the inter-communication 
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or congreg!ltidhs, bnt the violation of the greatunahangellbteprlncipieso( rtlm'a1t, 
revealed, as facts of consciousness, to the universal human mind-Reverence o( 
God, Justice, Mercy, Bel!e\•olence, Veracity, Chastity, &c. In other words, nothin' 
but what is tilainly incdmpatible with fCJVe to Goll1 andluce toman-leavin,; each to 
the test. "By theirfruitsye shall know them," independently of abstract opinions, 
Thus a brother or si1ter might hold the doctrine of the Trinity, or of a Vicariou. 
Atl'tnement-might practice Water Baptism, the ceremony of Brnad and Wine, 

, and kindred rituals, or he might belie-re nohn of these, and bis right should be 
recognized to preach his conscientious convictions of these matters in any of our 
meetingio-each, in either case, conceding the right of every other brother and sister, 
who may deem that error has been promulgated, to endeavor in the pure spirit of 
love and kindness, to make it apparent, either before the Hme cougn.ogation, or in 
any of our meetings where they apprehend them11elve11 called upon to do 10. Thus, 
by the recognition of equal rights, and the sacredness of conl'cience, and of the 
daty of reciprocal kindness, a narrow sectarianism and party feeling would van· 
ish before the light of truth, and the mb1d11 of the sincere and pious be more and 
more 1u1ited. Nothing would be found so potent to pro110.ote unanimity of senti­
ment and brnthPtly love, aa action based on these Divine principles. Under their 
inlluence a censorin•1~ and contentious spirit wo.1ld find no place, the governing 
desire would be the attairtment of truth. And thus would be verified the words o( 

the exeelient Isaac Penington-" It is not the diffcr1mt practice from one another 
that ha.ea.ks the peac.:i and unity, but th!! judging one another because of differina 
practices." 

\Ve may advert to ret another great e•·il, which, in the church order we have de­
fined, muU reecive an effcctnal check. \Ve mean Priestcrqft. This natur~lly 
grc.ws out of a dependence on our fello1v beings, i1.'I possessing superim' means o( 

Divifle knowledge. In this dependence, individual talents are m~glected, and indi· 
vidual rupom1ibility is sought to be transrerred to the person or persons 011 wht..m 
the dependence 1e~ts. And tl1is dependence g:ives Powirn. to !hose on whom it il!I 
placed, and makes those who place it easy subjects for its r~erciae. In this way a 
largeiproportion of tho proressors of religion become, to a greflter or ! .. !IS a:c.te'rlt, 
the dupes of priestcraft. The same effect takes place, to a certain extent, among 
}o'riends, as the eongeqnenco of recommending miriislers, as it is called; that is, set­
ting them apart, by a piuticular prncess, as ministers of the society. Dy thi• 
practice, which is a virtual ordination-the idea narurally obtains, that those thu!! 
distinguished have nearer access to the Divine mind-superior means of Divine 
knowledge than others. This leads to an improper dependenee on them, e.nd a$ 
consequent neglect on the part of the other members of their own spiritual gi(u. 
Here great injury is sustained, both by the preachers and those who thus defer to 
them: and by the non.employment of individual gifts, in the inculcation of mend 
aud religious truth, the body and community at large suffer incaknlable· loss. 

Intimately connected with the right use of ~he gifts of every member, is the mode 
of conducting assemblies for spiritual edification and improvement-of which we 
will here 11ay a word. Agreeably to the facts before stated, and the objects of reli• 
g:ious association, every accountable human beir.g stands in such a relation to the 
Divine Mind1 as to be privileged to receive from the Fountain of Wisdom and, 
Goodness, immediate instructi<Jn relativto to all 1he duties of life, personal aud 
social, 'l'he responsibility in respect to these duties being personal, and not trans­
ferable, no one can appoint another to act for him in their fulfilment. Fidelity 
to God can be maintained only by individual obedience to divine requiring. No 
1ocicty arran.;:ement can be right which admits not of this obedience. No man 
has a right to absolve himsell from it, In view of these important trut.h81 we 
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deem that a trlle church organization does not admit 0£ placing one or more pet• 
ions over a congregation ail the stated spiritual teacher, or teachers. Consistently 
with individual rights and responsibilities, all must meet together as brethren, 
recognizing one Divine Teacher, and leaving the mind of each free; to speak or 
be silent, according to his highest perceptions of duLy, and in agreement with a 
just estimate of ea.ch. other's equal rights. Thus may the gifts of all be exercised 
in the promotion of truth and goodness, and while th~y are improved "by reason 
of use," the body Will "edify itself in love.'' 

Associating on these principles, we have concluded to hold a Yearly meeting, in 
Friends' Meeting-house, known as Junius (uow \Vatetloo,) Seneca County, New· 
York, commencing on Second day, the 4th of 6th month next, l&l.9, at llo'dock 
in the morning: and we recommend that Friends. in their different meetings, who 
may be prepared for~tbe measw:e, appoint representatives accordingly, And we 
further invite all, of whatever name, or wherever scattered, who nnite in the prin· 
<'iples of the foregoing ba~is of association, to be present and participate with u1 
in the objects contemplated-to promote truth, piety, righteousnus,.and peace in 
tl1e earth. That all may find in the endearments of Religious Society A. HOl'dE for 
\heir spirih, and that, by a union of effort, virtue and happineu may be diffused 
in the human family, and God be glorified, who is over all, blessed forever. 

Signed on behalf o[ the Conference, 

UJ:}- For the time o[ holding our next Yearly Meeting, ~ec page 12. l 
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