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sence despotic and oppressive measures have marred the harmony and painfully
, defeated the objects of religious society.

Another cause of the exercisé of despotic power in professed Christian churches,
has been the establishment of an ascending scale of authority of larger bodies
over smaller, terminating in a Head or Supreme Controlling Power. This, we are
persuaded, has been a prominent cause of the difficulties which have been expefi-
enced in the Society of Friends, at different periods of its history, and especially
of the divisions which have occurred within the last quarter of a century.

In the ish of P, Montkly, Q ly, and Yearly Meetings,
it was, doubtless, not contemplated, in the early periods of the Society, that any
despotic authority should be exercised by larger meetings over smaller. The only
power intended to be exercised appears to have been that of persuasion and love.
But the historv of the Society ‘mw- how easy it is to abuse power, when men have
incautiously been vested with it, by the expressed or implied rules of a written
code. And the experience of the past admonishes us to recur to original fun-
damental ground, in regard to the design of religious association, and remove
from it an element demonstrably evil in its tendency and results—te subordina-
tion of meetings, or the vesting of larger meetings with authority over smaller.
As i e right organization the man cannot be sacrificed to the mass, the individual

to h bl of i ; so heither can a number of individ-
ual i y be ificed to a larger bly, or
any assumed or uubluhad head. The ord.r of independent congregations there-
fore, has opened, with great unanimity and clearness, as most in harmony with
man’s natare and rights, and least liable to abuse.

Each congregation or meeting, consequently attend to its own internal or
disciplinary concerns. Larger meeting y or Yearly—will be for coun~
sel and advice, and for the consideration and promotion of the great interests of
humanity—every thing that concerns man at large—including of consequence the
removal of the existing evils of the day, War. Slavery, Intemperance, Licentious-
ness, or in whatever form oruelty, injustice, and other perverted principles may
operate. Yearly meetings may suggest rules or regulations for the government
of particular meetings or congregations, but shall have no power to enforce.

Another fruitful cause of difficalty and disaffection, has been the institution of
Meetings of Ministers and Elders. Of dme we propo.. the discontiuuance, as
also of the practice of or t Every meeting or
congregation will attend to the regulation of the ministry among themselves:
and if any one proposing to travel to adistance, wishesa certificate of moral char-
aeter; it can be granted for the time being.

Not only will the equality of woman be recognized, but so perfectly, that in
our meetings, larger and smaller, men and women will meet together and transact
business jointly.

These principles, simply carried out, will, we apprehend, effectually prevent the
abuses and evils of ecclesiastical organizations. And should they at any time fail
to be exemplified in the practice of a meeting toward any of its members, the evil
would be limited, and not very oppressive, as any member affected by it, would be
atliberty to join another and still ici in the privileges of the
general association.

Two ‘evils, at least, if not wholly excladed, would find but scanty soil to grow
in—Tyranny and Sectarianism. And these will be the more effectnally prevented
by the recogniticn of the great principle, already adverted to, of perfect liberty of
conscionce—which in our view, forbids the establishing of any  thing? as a barri-
er ip, ei ther as regards i the int
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of congregations, but the violation of the great unchangeable principles of miorals,
revealed, as facts of consciousness, to the universal human mind—Reverence of
God, Justice, Mercy, Berevolence, Veracity, Chastity, &c. In other words, nothing
but what is plainly incompatible with love to God, and love toman—leaving each to
thetest. “By theirfruits ye shall know them,” independently of abstract opinions,
Thus a brother or sister might hold the doctrine of the Trinity, or of a Vicarious
Atonement—might practice Water Baptism, the ceremony of Bread and Wine,
and kindred rituals, or he might believe nono of these, and his ri‘hk should be
ucngmzed to preach his conscientious convictions of these matters in any of our
h, in either case, ing the right of every other brother aud sister,
who mly (@ecrhiiaberich has'bests-jrieilgsthdiidoysdeommor iiihe s SHELEAL,
love and kinduess, to make it apparent, either before the same congregation, or in
any of our meetings where they apprehend themselves called upon todo so. Thus,
by the recognition of équal rights, and the sacredness of conscience, and of the
duty of reciprocal kindness, a narrow sectarianism and party feeling would van-
ish before the light of truth, and the minds of the sincere and pious be more and
more united. Nothing would be found so potent to promote unanimity of senti-
ment and brotherly love, as action based on these Divine principles. Under their
{ufluence a censocions and contentious spirit woald find no place, the governing
desire wonld be the attaiiment of truth.  And thus would be verified the words of
the excellent Isaac Penington—* It is not the different practice from one another
that baeaks the peace and unity, but the judging one another because of differing
practices.”
We may advert to yet another great evil, which, in the church order we have de-
fined, must receive an effectval check, We mean Priestcraft. This naturally
grows out of a dependence on our fellow beings, s possessing superior means of

Divine ledge. . In this d de ividual talents are neglected, and indi-
vidual responsibility is sought t6 be transferred to the person or persons on whem
the d rests.  And this gives PowER to those on whom it is

placed, and makes those who place it easy subjects for its exercise. In this way a
largegproportion of the professors of religion become, to a greater ot less extent,
the dupes of priestcraft. The same effect takes place, to a certain extent, among
Friends, as the consequence of recommending ministers, as it is called; that is, set-
ting them apart, by a particular process, as ministers of the society. By this
tice, which is a virtual ordination—the idea narurally obtains, that those thus
distingnished have nearer access to the Divine mind—superior means of Divine
knowledge than others. This leads to an improper dependence on them, and as
consequent neglect on the part of the other members of their own spiritual gifts.
Here great injury is sustained, both by the preachers and those who thus defer to
them: and by the ploy of individual gifts, in the i jon of merai
and religious truth, the body and community at large suffer incalculabl e loss.
lnumna!y connected with the right use of Lhe gifts of every member, is the mode
of ies for spiritaal edi and i f which we
will here say a word, Agreeably to the facts before stated, and the objects of reli-
gious association, every accountable human being stands in such a relation to the
Divine Mind, as to be privileged to receive from the Fountain of Wisdom and,
Goodness, immediate instruction relative to all the duties of life, personal and
social, The responsibility in respect to these duties being personal, and not trans-
ferable, no one can lppomt another to act for him in their fulfilment. Fidelity
to God can be only by individual obedience to divine requiring. No
society arrangement can be right which admits not of this obedience. No man
has a right to absolve himself from it. In view of these important truths, we
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deem that a true church organization does not admit of placing one or more per-
sons over a congregation as the stated spiritual teacher, or teachers. ~Consistently
with individual rights and responsibilities, all must meet together as brethren,
recognizing one Divine Teacher, and leaving the mind of each free;#to speak or
be g:m, ing to his highest i of duty, and in with a
just estimate of each other’s equal rights. Thus may the gifts of all be exercised
in the promotion of truth and goodness, and while they are improved by reason
of use,” the body will edify itself in love.”

iating on these principles, we have to hold a Yearly meeting, in
Friends’ Meeting-house, known as Junius (uow Waterloo,) Seneca County, New-
York, commencing on Second day, the 4th of 6th month next, 1819, at 11 o’clock
in the morning: and we recommend that Friends. in their different meetings, who
may be prepared for the measure, appoint representatives accordingly. And we
further invite all, of whatever name, or wherever scattered, who unite in the prin-
ciples of the foregoing basis of association, to be present and participate with us
in the objects contemplated—to promote truth, piety, righteousness, and peace in
the earth. That all may find in the endearments of Religious Society A HomME for
their spirits, and that, by & union of effort, virtue and happiness may be diffused
in the human family, atid God be glorified, who is over all, blessed forever,

Signed on behalf of the Couference.

THOMAS M’CLINTOC!
RHODA D& GARMO, i i Clerks

B3 For the time of holding our next Yearly Meeting, sec page 12.]
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