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P R E F A C E
I+ w as not the original design of the author to offer the
follow ing w o rk to th e public. It w as undertaken w ith

th e vView to note h is o w n opinions, and such facts, derived

from reading and reflection, as w ere deem ed dem onstra -
tiv e o f a general tendency to a m ore ready belief in th e
incom prehensible and th e m arvelous, rather th an in p he
nom ena susceptible of explanation by reason, aided by a
disciplined ex ercise o f th e subordinate senses. S ubse
guently, how ever, it occurred to h im th at their dissem ina-
tion m ight possibly h ave som e in fluence in leading to an
analytical exam ination of various popular errors em anating
from th is source, w hich h ave been m ost detrim ental to h u
m an progress, and h ave essentially retarded m ankind in
th eir efforts to acgqguire th e greatest hapapiness o f w hich
th eir nature is susceptible

I'f such should be the result, (though but in a sm all de -
gree,) itis confidently believed th at m uch w ill be effected
tow ard th e eradication of evils originating from credulity
and superstition. T here is little doubt that th e b aleful
errors originating from th e se SO0 urces h ave m ainly b een
perpetuated by tradition al authority, or the habitual gqgu.i-
escence in w hich th e m ind is to o prone to indulge, w hen
th e various external phenom ena are presented for its con -
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4 PREFACE.

tem ptation and reception H and, therefore, th at a tte n tion
to th e ir de form ity is only required for th e ir correction

T h e author h as not the arrogance to claim , th at he is
presenting a m ass of o rigin a/l view s to th o s e w h o h ave
read or thoughtextensively on the subijects considered. It
h as been h is princip al design to present, in a succinct
form , opinions and m any im portantfacts dispersed through
a variety of volum es, w hich a m a jority o f s ociety either
w ant the le isure or interest to peruse H but w ho, notw ith -
standing, have a personal intere st th at errors perpetuated
by such in atte ntion, and w h ic h are m o st detrim e ntall to
th e ir w e lfare, s h ould b e corrected, and th ereby their e vils

becom e d issipated

It has been the author's obiject to a llude to th e m e n tal

origin of the various popular superstitions that have e X

tensively prevailed am ong m an kind at different periods,
and b rie fly to illu s tra te th e p hysiological and m e ntal in
fluences by w hich th ey have been fostered and strength
ened— o ften to such a degree as to assum e th e d ire c tion
of popular belief and th e general sentim ent of m ankind

d uring th e ir usurpations

A Ith o ugh the several subijects discussed have been ably

investigated by various w rite rs, it is not w ith in th e au

th or's knowledge, that the different form s o f credulity and

superstition o f w h ic h h e tre ats, have been presented in
connection, accom panied by a reference to th e p hysiolo
g ic a |l and p athological p rincip le s upon w h ic h th ey are
m anife s tly dependent. It is tru e th at the p hysical origin
of m ental delusion h as been repeated.]Ily investigated ; b ut
it has, generally, been in a m anner too m e taphysical to
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PREFACE. 5

be readily com prehended by all, and, as before rem arked,
to o form id able from extentto adm it ofready access by the
p ub lic genervally. H e th erefore hopes, by the publication
o f this m anual, to present th e outlines o f the subiject in
such accessible form as m ay invite perusal, and thereby
incite som e to a furth er investigation of truth s, upon a
correct understanding o f w h ic h , it is conceived, refined
civiliz aiion can alone be based

It w as th e w is h o f th e author s o to popularize h is
tre a tis e , by e n tire ly e xcluding te chnical language, as to
render it m ore re adily in te Ilig ib le to every reader. B ut
as it has been his design to tra c e th e errors, orig in ating
in th e subijects discussed, to th e ir p hysiological and pa-
th ological origin, he has been com pelled, occasionally, to

resort to the use of the te c hnicalities o f science,w ith the

view as w e |l to abridge in d ic tio n as to fa cilita te th e ob -
je c t contem plated. H e w ould, therefore, present this as
an apology to th e non-professional reader for th e occa
sion al re ference to , and introduction o f th e s e . It is ,
however, hoped th at the present liberal dissem ination o f
p hysiological and other sciences, w ith th e explanations
generally given in connection w ith their use, w ill in som e
degree obviate th e d iffic u ltie s w h ic h h e is aw are m u st
arise from th e ir em ploym ent.

W ith o ut pretensions to lite ra ry m e rit in its structure,
th e w o rk is respectfully subm itted to th e public, by the

A U TH O R

G reenfield H ill, September 4th, 1849.
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PHILOSOPHY

o F
C R E D U L ITY A N D S U P E R S TIT IO N
S E C T 1 O N I
M ental O rigin of Credulity and Superstition, and its

Influence on A ncient Society.

T h e rem ark of L ord B acon, that “ it w ere
b etter to h ave n o opinion o f G od at all, th an
such opinion as is unw orthy of H im ,” s m o st
appropriate Tn its application to th e various
superstitious b eliefs th at h ave, and still, in a
degree, sw ay m ankind; for superstition im plies
such extravagant notions regarding th e char-
acter o f D eity , th at its ration al contem p la
tion is irreconcilable w ith such conceptions
form ed of the A uthor of the universe, as are
derived from a survey of its structure.

O n th e contrary, su ch is th e in fluence o f
th ese b eliefs on th e m ind, th at th ey not only
cause th e character of the in fin itely w ise and
rational In telligence th ere delineated, to b e
graduated by a standard derived from ordi-

2 «
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10 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

nary human attributes, but they often degrade
such Being, by attributing to his character
qualities like those presented from a survey
of human nature in its most repulsive m ani-
festations.

If such are the facts furnished from an ob-
servation of the effects of credulity and super-
stition, it is m anifest that the moral and social,
as well as the religious interests of man, require
that their true nature should be represented in
such a form , that the =evils arising therefrom
may be exposed, and, if possible, obliterated.

That man is by nature a credulous being,
requires but the proofs w hich history furnishes
of his race in all the conditions in w hich he
is noticed by that record.

T hat he is likew ise superstitions, and prone

to allow an undue influence to the im agina-

tion and the passions, is equally manifest from
observation o f his character, w hether pre-
sented in a state of barbarism or of civiliza-
tion .

T he universal prevalence of these propen-
sities, conclusively shows that, instead o f
being foreign and accidental m anifesta-
tions, they are indebted for their existence to
the original structure of the mind itself. It
w ill therefore appear, that however diverse
m ay be the character of superstition and cre-

dulity, to com parison with legitim ate m ental
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION, 11

deduction, still each must have received an
origin from the natural tendency and associa-
tions which result from the mental organiza-
tion. But as the former, so often fraught with
evils to mankind, can not reasonably be im
puted to the D ivine economy in furnishing
endowments to man, they must necessarily be
explained by viewing them as perverted ope-
rations of som e of the elem entary principles of
the mind, which were, no doubt, designed by
the Creator to elevate man to the exalted po-
sition in the universe for which he was mani-
festly introduced into being.

In a survey of human character, in connec-

tion w ith the mental faculties, we shall find
that all its m anifestations derive their origin
from, and are dependent wupon, specific ele -
ments of the mind; and that, however great
the diversity exhibited in hum an character,

it is to be referred to a varied operation of
a few elementary principles, constituting the
entire mental organization.

M an is so constituted that he is by nature a
social being. H ence a large portion of his
happiness is made dependent upon his asso-
ciation with his fellow man in society. H e
would be unable to attain this boon of the so-
cial state, were he not endowed with the dis-
position to repose confidence in his fellow
man, with whom he is necessarily associated

in his various relations.
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12 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

Disruptions of society must occur from the
antagonistic character of its elem ents, and its
existence would inevitably be but a state of
destructive conflict, were man not endowed
w ith faculties for its m aintenance. T he hap-
piness which he derives from the social state
would be annihilated, and even governments
could not be sustained, was he not by nature
gifted w ith an inclination to confide in his fel-
low beings. Such must inevitably have been
his gloomy condition, had the mind been with -
out those elementary constituents w hich ori-
ginate the social affinities, and prompt to a
sym pathetic am algam ation and confidence in
the mental affection of its associates.

M an, by nature, is endowed with an eager
propensity for novelty, and an ardent desire to
acquire a knowledge of his external relations
in the varied conditions of his existence. A s
a result of its exercise, his social and physical
relations become extended and ameliorated,
and he is enabled to protect him selfagainst the
hostile agencies by which he is surrounded.

N ot content with the knowledge acquired
by the investigation of the im m ediate objects
of sense, this passion for the novel and singu -
lar, influences the mind to pass beyond these,
and to attem pt a discovery of the character,
as well of objects concealed in the rem ote

recesses of infinite space, as of that of the
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

invisible agencies w hich lie is conscious

in perpetual operation around him

T he conclusions of reason regarding

A rchitect of nature, have unquestionably

tributed essential aid in the construction

the vague notions which superstition presents,

relative to his character and attributes;
therefore reason has, in a large degree,

instrum ental in effecting a degradation

m ental faculties, w hich it was its legitim ate

office to elevate and ennoble.

lu its contem plation of the works of

ture, natural reason has ever detected, through -

out their entire structure, the most m anifest

evidence of a wise designing Architect, w hose

attributes, from their vast extent, baffled

power ofcomprehension. From a reluctance,

however, to abandon a research into the

ture of a Beinii whose existence is there

m anifestly dem onstrated, notw ithstanding

inadequate powers, it has ever been inclined

through the promptings of its natural
gance and inguisitiveness, to estim ate

define the character and attributes of

exalted Intelligence, by a standard furnished

by observation on the character of the Ilim
intelligences with w hich it was familiar.
A's might be rationally presumed, from

estim ate of the insufficient data on w hich

conclusions were based, unaided reason
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14 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

ever depicted the character of the Creative
Intelligence with the im perfections incident to
hum an nature; and thus, instead of bestow ing
due homage on the great First C ause, has
rendered its adorations to the factitious etch -
ings of its own conception.

H ence it will be found, that among the va-
rious tribes and communities of man, unen-
lightened by revelation, the respective im
aginative divinities w hich they worship, have
ever been represented as possessing endow
ments bearing a sim ilitude to ordinary hu-
m an nature, and with a character and attributes
varying in correspondence writh the national
public sentiment of each com m unity ; w ith
the distinction, m ainly, that such divinities
have been depicted with powers greatly en-
hanced over their hum an prototypes, and
generally of a capriciousness of affections
bearing a relation w ith their superior abil-
ity for gratification. P ossessing, therefore,

such peculiar structure, and holding a posi”®

tion in the universe amid such subtle influ-
ences as are presented in the operation o f
the natural laws, which the senses are totally
inadequate to define, it might be expected

that the mind, when injudiciously abandoning
its legitim ate province, without an extra-natu-
ral light, like that of revelation, should be ship-
w recked am id the errors into w hich it m ust

in such a condition be plunged.
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION. 15

Such, it s conceived, are the principal
mental influences w hich have been instru -
m ental in leading the mind to a degradation
of its own innate capabilities, and caused a

depreciation of the standard of human na-
ture, which, under a more auspicious direc-
tion, might have been in an uninterrupted
progress of elevation.

T hese elem entary affections of the mind, es-
sential alike to m aintain the social and progres-
sive state of man, when subservient to a duly
disciplined reason, are most effective in the
elevation of human character. But through
an unfortunate perversion of their objects it is
unquestionable, that the sam e original tenden -
cies have been productive of that morbid
credulity and superstition w hich have ever
depressed the intellect of man, and been pro-
ductive of a large portion of the woes and
evils which his race has endured.

All assem blages of man in society, w hether
savage or civilized, have ever been more or
less victim s to credences which derive no sup-
port from the legitim ate conclusions of the rea-
soning faculty; nor are they even sustained by
evidence afforded by the unbiased operation of
the senses. Such credences, being deductions
from data w hich have not been sufficiently
subjected to the scrutiny of the senses, are too

apt to assume the guidance of the conduct of
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16 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

their devotees, by the influence of the erro-
neous standards w hich they furnish; and
hence, to mould the character in accordance
w ith the false basis which has been assumed.

T hat propensity of the mind w hich leads
it to an investigation of its external relations,
em barrassed by the inability of reason to ex-
plain all the m ysterious phenom ena w ith
w hich it is connected in the wuniverse around
it, such as those of electricity, affinity, gravi-
tation, earthquakes, & c., has caused it to attri-
bute such to the agency of invisible personali-
ties with w hich its destinies were intim ately
connected, and upon which it was dependent
for a large portion of the happiness w hich it
enjoys, or the misery w hich it suffers.

It is to be presumed, that during the suc-
cessive periods of the wexistence of the hu -
man race, the notions of the untaught mind
regarding its external relations, have been
extremely crude and indefinite, and that the
character of its views regarding these would
be such as the passions, influenced by a pro-
lific im agination, would create. T he char-
acter of the human m ind has doubtless ever
possessed a uniform ity in the entire species,
and it is a legitim ate presum ption, that the in -
fluences derived from external agencies would
be attended with a uniform ity of results in

every period of the history of the raco. It is
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION . 17

therefore presumable, that the mind, in its un -
cultivated state, from such sim ilarity of im
pressions from without, should be inspired to
a uniform ity of conclusions, and that similar
opinions and system s would result from a con -
tem plation of external nature.

It is probable, that in all periods of the
earth’s existence in its present form , the va-

rious causes of phenomena now m anifested

W ere in active operation; and that such phe-
nom ena have been, in different degrees, ex-
hibited to man in every condition in w hich
his race has been found since its origin. In -
deed, it is geologically shown, (hat many of

the most potent agencies of nature have been
in much greater activity than at the present
period. T he numerous extinct volcanoes
discovered in every country, the visible and
historic disruptions of the earth’s surface, and

the upheavings of mountains and islands, show

conclusively, that subterranean fires have dis-
played an energy in ancient periods, com
pared with w hich, their action at the present
tim e gives but a pigmy representation. Con -

sequently, therefore, their attendant phenom
ena,— earthguakes, meteoric displays, and ter-
restrial concussions,— must have inspired the
ancient spectator with terrific sensations far
superior to sim ilar displays now witnessed. It

is easy to conceive, that in the absence of a
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18 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

science to investigate the causes of such phe-
nomena, the minds of men must have been
inspired with the extremes of aw e, super-
stitious dread, and apprehension; and that
they would naturally be constrained to im pute
to the most terrific invisible agencies, effects
so m anifest and S0 disproportionate to the
action ofthe physical forces with w hich they
were familiar.

N o explanation would be so readily sug-

gested, aud so accordant with the excited im

agination, as that which should refer such
m anifestation of force to powerful dem ons,
w h o invisibly sported w ith the destinies of

man, and held control of the elem ents around
them

E ntertaining such belief, derived from such
m anifest display of super-hum an power, it
would naturally follow, that minor phenome-
na, and even the mental and moral exhibitions,
should be referred to the same, or to inferior
agents, who invisibly influenced the organic
structure, as well as the elem ents upon w hich
it was dependent.

I1f, as has been premised, such crude deduc-
tions are referable to an elem entary structure
ofthe mind, it is to be presumed, that in the
infancy of the hum an race, and in all sub-
sequent societies deprived of the aids afforded

by a scientific knowledge of terrestrial phe-
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION. 19

nomena, credulity, and the most absurd su -
perstition should abound, to a degree, that
the character of individuals and com m unities
should receive an im press accordant with the
fallacious system s w hich they originate.

I'W ith a mind, like that of man, too im
becile to define its true position in the uni-
verse, yet prone to speculate upon, and to
generalize the most intricate phenomena pre-
sented to its observation, it is not surprising
that the fictions of the im agination, in its un-
tutored state, should be em braced as realities,
and that the happiness of entire com m unities
sJiould be m aterially affected by the delusive
system s w hich were embraced.

Y et notw ithstanding the im perfections inci-
dent to the human mind, few would be the
evils em anating therefrom , was reason allowed
its legitim ate sway in the analysis of the im
pressions derived from the objects of sense;
or, at least, w as it perm itted to direct the ap-

plication of the available sciences which have

been cultivated in all civilized com m unities.

It has been presumed, that credulity and
superstition are the edementary products
of the human mind, influenced by exterior
causes by which it is surrounded. But such

would necessarily be the indefinite character
of the original mental im pulse, that little would

result from its effects upon the sim ple and the
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20 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

ignorant, but a vague im pression of terror and
apprehension, inspired by a sense of proxim ity
w ith active and powerful agents, w hose affec-
tions towards them , they were incapable of
defining, j

T he general prevalence, popularity, and
influence of magic, in the civilized states of

antiquity, renders it extremely probable, that

it was the most effectual instrument by w hich
the people were governed, and by which,
in a great degree, their national tranquility

and power were sustained.

It is not to be presumed, that in this, the
palmy period of magic, its import, like the
modern acceptation of the term , was that of a
low and vulgar art. Its history, as exhibited
in Egypt, Persia, and G reece, and likewise in
their predecessor and cotem porary nations,
w here it existed, would indicate that it was a
name w hich em braced m ost of the natural
and religious sciences of which they could
boast; and that its professors, instead of being
contem ned like the modern juggler, were of
no less distinguished consideration, than are
m en of em inent scientific attainm ents at the

present period.

H ence in Egypt, will be found its king as-
sem bling his court m agicians, to vie w ith
M oses in the m iracles w hich h e wWrought.

T he Persian magi were among the most im
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION. 21

portant actors in m atters relating to the state,
as w ell as religion. In G reece, lik ew ise,
m agic held em inent sway in their conduct of
m atters of <civil government, as well as their
religious cerem onies, under the direction of

their priests, soothsayers, and oracular respon -

ses. Indeed, it is probable that the most of an -
cient science was concealed within the vail of
m agic; and that its sublime results were prin-

cipally presented to the vulgar, as dem onstra-
tions of the will of their deities, w hose terrible
attributes and interested regards it was de-

signed to represent to them

From such view it will appear, that ancient
m agic and natural science were but synony-
mous appellations; and that the former pre-

sents a form idable aspect, only by the ob -
scurity and m ystery through which its facts
were demonstrated to the multitude, ignorant
of the artifices em ployed.

y T here can be but little doubt, that the char-
acter w hich the diverse system s of superstition
have assum ed among the various tribes o f
m ankind, has been m odeled by the devices of

the crafty and intelligent,w ho from observation

on the human character, as well as the causes
of active external phenomena, were led to
cherish and system atize a delusion, in w hich
they beheld an instrum entality for effecting

their selfish and am bitious aspirations,

3
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22 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

H ence, by the exercise of magic, the rare
and singular m anifestations of the natural
laws, and doubtless m any scientific experi-
ments of an im pressive character, were exhib-
ited to the ignorant multitude, as miracles
and prodigies, significant that a divinity w as
the spectator and im m ediate rewarder of their
actions.

From such sources, doubtless, em anated
the system s of theology w hich have ever held
in abject servitude the rude portions of m an;
all of which, on analysis, will be found to
exhibit the devices of crafty inventors, adapt-
ed to the accom plishment of their designed
usurpations. Such analysis will likew ise show,
that both nature and art have been assidu -
ously investigated, with the object of deriving
agencies to render their system s com plicated
and im penetrable, and to render m ystical a
texture, whose power alone was derived from
its incom prehensibility.

N ot content with the proofs which these
devised system s of theology derived from the
more manifest operations of the natural law s,
such as earthquakes, meteors, volcanic erup-
tions, and thunder storm s, their inventors have
not failed to adduce the less im posing, and the
apparently erratic m anifestations of these law s,

in corroboration ofthe im press effected by the

former. H ence, the comet, experimental phi-
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CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION. 2 3

losophy, the vital laws, m anifesting the inexpli-
cable anim al instincts, and the monstrosities
occasional in the animal and vegetable king-
dom s, have been exhibited to the astonished
im aginations of those less familiar w ith the
capabilities, and apparent abnormities of na-
ture’s operations, as divine interpositions, to
im pel skepticism to yield its assent to institu -
tions w hich the gods regarded w ith special
care, and to sustain w hich they m anifested an
unceasing and jealous interest.

Such is a portion of the evidence w hich
was adduced to confirm the institutions and
system s of ancient states, and such the expe-

dients em ployed to bind the credulous to their

observance. M any others might be enumer-
ated, as com bustible natural gases, issuing
from mines, caverns, and springs, in all coun -

tries; the various nervous diseases, as epilepsy,

hysteria, & c.; the effects of poisons, epidem
ics, and epizootics; spectral illusions; and, in
short, all the unw onted phenomena w hose

causes were obscure and im penetrable.

But sufficient has been noticed to dem on-
strate that, the inventors and expounders of
the wvarious ancient religious system s, were
adepts in the science of human nature, and
that in the structure of their fabrics such
adaptation was regarded as should ensure to

them its control.
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2 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

A lthough knowledge and civilization have,
in a degree, dissipated these erroneous system s,
by the development of the causes of very m a-
ny of the natural phenomena, by which they
were sustained, yet with the light w hich these
afford, we shall still witness the mind swayed
by the dreamy figments of the im agination,
and groping in mists, w hich a due exercise of
reason would speedily dissipate.

/ 1t may appear surprising, that a being like
man, so em inently endowed, beyond all other
members of the animal kingdom , with intellec-
tual faculties, should be so generally swayed
by the illusions of sense and im agination;
or that he should View the ordinary p he-

nomena of nature, most of which are suscep-

tible of an analysis by reason, w ith dread
and apprehension. B ut, in explanation, it
is to be considered that reason, as exhibited
in the infancy of society, is adequate to ex-

plain but a portion of the effects of the natu-
ral laws; and that it is rarely exercised, except
to provide for im m ediate wants. It need not
therefore surprise us, who. with the superior
light of science, are often baffled in our inves-
tigations, that mankind in their unenlightened
condition should view phenomena of an un-
wonted character as the operation of invisible
beings, who had the power to control their
destinies for good or for evil. N or need we

be surprised, that their im aginations, excited
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by wvarious im penetrable m ysteries presented
for consideration, should depict the elem ents
as peopled by a diversity of active intelli-
gences, w hose affections were represented as
either friendly or adverse, as their influence
conduced to prom ote or obstruct the objects
of their pursuit

f It is doubtless this incapacity of the in -
tellect to explain the ordinary operations of
natural causes, w hich has originated the in-
finity of superstitions that have held such des-

potic sway over ignorant minds, and permit-

ted the im agination to beguile the senses to
an adoption of the illusions w hich its ever
prolific pencil furnishes for their considera-

tion ./ W hen such crudities obtain possession
of public sentiment, it is in no degree surpris-
ing, that individual happiness, or even that of
com m unities, should become a sacrifice to
their influence, by subjugating their minds to
such capricious divinities as a prolific fancy
m ight personify, when stim ulated by instant
Lopes or fears.

/1t is a trait of the human mind, to contem

plate with interest whatever is presented to it
as deviating from ordinary natural events.
Hence, w hatever is novel or strange, or what-
ever affects the senses through an obscure m e-
dium , arouses the passions, and if incapable of
being represented by distinct sensations, such

3 *
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2 6 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

exaggerated coloring‘is presented by the im
agination, that the mind becomes excited to a
sense of wonder or marvelousness. Such s
the mental condition induced by these indefi-
nite sensations, that the judgm ents thereon are
illusive and unsatisfactory, and the actions
consequent thereto, are accordant with the er-
roneous im pression. It is in this state, that the
im agination, by awaking in the mind a sense
of dread and apprehension, stim ulates to decis-
ions w hich calm and unbiased reason would
not fail to reject as monstrous and absurd. /
It is not designed here to exhibit the gross
credulity and superstitions which actuate the
savage tribes of the human family. T he dis-

gusting narrative would be nearly com m ensu -

rate w ith the history of each ; and it is pre-
sumed that the monstrous detail is fam iliar to
all. It is rather the design of the present un-

dertaking, to allude to the character and ex-
tent of credulity and superstition, in m ore
civilized states; and to show, that by foster-
ing the mental propensity alluded to, it is ren-
dered more than probable, that the wise and
the learned of antiquity, were enabled to im
pose upon their less enlightened countrymen,
the fabulous theology, which became so ex-
tensively blended w ith the character, and
held such extensive sway over nearly the en-

tire sum of human action in that rem ote period.
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By such view it will appear probable, that the
sole object of its invention was that of subdu-
ing the passions of the ignorant, by means of
a factitious supernatural machinery, that they
m ight Dbecome the instrum ents by which to
accom plish the objects, and thereby prom ote
the interests, of their tyrants and oppressors.
It is designed, in connection with this allu-
sion to presumed ancient frauds, to exhibit
som e of the prevailing modern phantasies,
w hich if less efficient in subjecting the mind to
a tem poral despotism , evince that reason is still
far from having obtained its legitim ate dom in -

ion over the im agination and the passions.

In ancient G reece, the m ost enlightened,
accom plished, and in som e respects, the most
superstitious nation of antiquity, as well as in

Egypt, Persia and R ome e, there is great rea-
son for believing that science, instead of be-
ing applied by its possessors for the im prove-
ment of the mental condition of the m asses of
their population, was made the instrument of
inculcating the most gross superstitions, with
the view to enhance the interests of the deceiv-
ers. L egislators and philosophers appear to
have applied the sciences but to subdue the
m ental faculties, and to stupify the reason of
the multitude, that they m ight thereby be m ade
more obedient slaves and subjects ; whilst the

priests, as pretended interpreters of the will of

Original firtom
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the heavenly powers, were the professional
instruments of their mental degradation.

T hat ancient science, like the modern, w as
in a degree applied to the im provement of
the arts and economy of life, cannot be doubt-
ed. N o does it adm it of less doubt, that it
was likewise em ployed to delude the minds of
the people, and to subjugate them , by a pre-
tended supernatural interposition, to the woill
and am bition of their tyrants. In pronoun -
cing a judgment thus severe against ancient
science generally, it must be admitted, that
the sages and philosophers whom w e have
been taught to venerate for their sublime ef-
forts in the cause of wisdom and virtue, are
made obnoxious to the charge of a conni-
vance, if not of participation, in the stupen-
dous frauds devised for the degradation o f
the human m ind. T his im plication of the
honesty of ancient philosophy, will doubtless
be viewed by its admirers as little less than a
w anton attack upon the character of those
w riters, w hose intellectual efforts, it must be
adm itted, have essentially aided in the de-
velopment of the dignity of human nature,
and w hose intellects have stood as prominent
lights in the darkness of the past; guiding suc-
cessive generations along the path of progres-
sive civilization and refinement. W ith a
view therefore to qualify, and indeed extenu -
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ate the odium ofthe im plied charge here m ade
against the ancient sages, it may be stated in
their justification, that their moral codes were
in a great degree based upon national expe-
diency; and that they lived at a period w hen
the art of governing the passions of the mul-
titude, by enlightening their reason, was un-
know n. It will therefore appear manifest,
that the moral codes to which modern society
is amenable, cannot with propriety be applied
as a standard by which to im peach the hon-
esty, or arraign the motives, of heathen p hi-
losophers.

But it may b e repeated, that whatever

might have been the real belief of the sages

and legislators of G reece and R om e, relative
to their pretended invisible agencies, it is cer-
tain that they were, in a great degree, instru-
m ental in m ultiplying and personating the
superstitions <constituting their theology. 1 If
(as it is probable) all the learned of antiquity

contem plated their deities, for whom they in-
culcated, reverence, but as absurd and ridicu -
lous fictions of the im agination, they doubt-
less esteem ed such pious fraud not reprehen-
sible, nor inconsistent with their moral and
religious duties, as conservators of the com
m unity, w hich might be interposed as an al-
ternative for restraining the turbulence of the
m ultitude, by an influence over their minds

through this medium . /
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30 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

If the ignorant populace of the ancient
states were thus deluded to a surrender of
their inherent right to liberty, it was doubt-

less effected by the concurrent agency of their

w ise and learned cotem poraries; com prising
as well their legislators and philosophers, as
their priests and m agicians. W hile it was the

office of their priests to inculcate and confirm
a belief in their pretended spiritual agencies,
to conduct the mysteries,* and sacred rites,
practiced in their tem ples, and to delineate
the character of beings w ho held the control
of their destinies, either by rewarding or af-
flicting, w ith a despotism as capricious and
instable as that of their tyrants,— the m agi-
cians, as dem onstrators of their secret will, af-
fected to display the awful power of the gods,
to incite the popular energy in im portant

em ergencies, wW hether national or dom estic.

* T h e E le u sinian M ysteries appear to have been prac -

tis e d as re lig io u s cerem onies, by a s ociety w h ic h w as
m ost extensive in the tim es of antiguity, and e xisted for a
very lo ng period. T h e ir secrets, or cerem onies, lik e
th o s e o f m odern Free M asonry, w ere guarded by th e
m o st form id ab le oaths. D eath, in its m ost te rrific form

w ith th e eternal vengeance of the gods, was the p unish -
m ent of those w h o intim ated th e ir nature to th e profane.
It h as been supposed th at th e secrets o f th is s ociety
consisted in th e arts and s cien tific e xperim ents w h ic h
w ere em ployed in th e tem ples, to dem onstrate to th e un -
initia te d th e acts and w ill pf th e ir deitie s .
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\It is obvious, that in the ancient nations
generally, a knowledge of the most ordinary
phenomena of nature was concealed from the
people, to operate upon their fears; and that
they were exhibited to them as m anifesta-
tions of the angry or com placent expression
of the affections of their deities, in circum
stances in w hich national objects required an
energetic dem onstration of their physical en -
ergies.) T o show that such was the effect
produced by these phenomena, we need but
instance the terrors and depressions that often
paralyzed armies during im pending battles, by
such events as eclipses of the sun or moon, by
earthquakes or thunder, the causes of which
were fam iliar to the learned. T he occurrence
of meteoric or other extraordinary lights in the
atm osphere; the flight of birds of reputed good
or bad omen, ever depressed or aroused the ar-
dor of conflicting armies, in accordance with
the construction given to such events, by their

augursor soothsayers,who affected to interpret

to them the will of their leaders or tyrants, un -
der the guise of a heavenly adm onition. T he
particular appearances of the entrails of

beasts, w hich are known to vary according
to the state of their health ; the birth of m on-
sters, which every physiologist of ordinary in -
telligence, knows to be occasioned by an ar-

rest, or exuberance of development, cousist-
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ent with the occasional operation of the vital
law s;— these their soothsayers affected to be-
hold as legible indications, portentous of the
fate ofarmies or kingdom s. Such,now deem ed
ordinary events, were exhibited to the vulgar
of ancient enlightened states, as miraculous
interpositions of their fabulous gods, relative
to im pending events, such as were contem -
plated w ith engrossing interest by the pub-
lic.*

T hese, as ordinary natural phenomena, by a

concealm ent of their causes from the ignorant,

were wielded by the learned, to excite and

* T h e superstition of the soldiers o f ancient arm ies
w a s o ften available and convenient, to check th e ir im
prudent ardor for hostile attacks, as w e Il as to s tim ulate
th e ir courage w h en in a state o f depression. T o insure
such control over th e ir m ind s, augurs and soothsayers
w ere necessary appendages to th e ir e xpeditions, w h o
o ften exercised greater influence, by means of their au-
gueries, than th e ir com m anders.

O ccasionally, however, serious detrim e nt occurred to
e xpeditions, in consequence o f the credulity of the s o |-
diers . N o e xhortations o ftheir com m anders, or attem pts
to e x p lain to th e soldiers the tru e character o f such
natural phenomena as eclipses, th under, & ¢ . could in
duce th e m to engage, previous to a propitiatory sacrifice
to th e d eity, w hose w ra th was supposed to be thus m an i-
fe ste d . N icia s , and m any other ancient comm ander-rs,
w ere com pelled to forego favorable opportunitie s for a t-
ta c king th e enem .y, in consequence o f eclipses, or thun -
der storm s, occurring im m e diately preceding a contem

plate d atta c k .
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control their passions. B ut in their absence,
at periods requiring such agency, it is highly
probable, that science was often resorted to

for their artificial production.

R esearches into the state of ancient sci-
ences, render it probable that physics, with
some of the ancients, had attained a degree of
perfection little short of that of the present
period; and it is not unlikely, that in what are
termed the experimental sciences, the former
wWere superior, in many respects, to the latter.
It w ill, therefore, be readily inferred from
modern experience, that artificial earthquakes,
thunder, meteors, and other fiery and m ysteri-
ous representations, might be easily presented
to the astonishment of a multitude, ignorant

of the artifice, equal to that produced by the

natural elem ents. T he artifices and mys-
teries w hich com posed the rites practiced
in the ancient tem ples, have perished w ith
their actors and the architectural structures
in w hich they were exhibited. But sufficient

historic details of their effects upon their cred -
ulous devotees remain, to convince even the
tyro in modern science,thatthe magic of w hich
these rites doubtless consisted, was in no de-

gree superior to that practiced by the modern

juggler, with his m achinery of oprical lenses,

mirrors, m agic lantern, and camera obscura,

aided in their effects by ventriloquism . W ith
4
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these instruments, and an architectural struc-
ture as suitable as doubtless was that of the
ancient tem ples, scenes might unquestiona-
b ly be displayed to a modern audience, no
less im posing, (though with em otions of plea-
sure, rather than veneration and terror,) than
such as im pressed the ancient devotee.

f T he various prodigies related in ancient
history, which were interpreted in a manner
to astonish the credulous, and to arouse their
passions, by exhibiting them as the m anifesta-
tion of the affections of som e interested deity,
and which were explained as foreshadowing
success or disaster to states, all adm it of ready
solution, from causes of an ordinary character;
such as the apparent speaking of beasts, stat-
ues, & c., by the aid ofventriloquism ;the sweat-
ing of statues, by condensation of atm ospheric

vapor, caused by inequalities of tem perature, or

by hydrostatic pressure; fountains, or stream s,
representing blood or oil,* by chemical solu-

*T h e b loody appearance of brooks, fountains, consid-
erable p ortions of lakes, and th e ocean, together w ith
occasional red snow , was fre quently brought to the a tte n -
tion of the ancients, and w a s e x hibite d to th e credulous
as portentous of m isfortunes to states . T h e investiga-
tio n ofthe phenomenon by m odern naturalists, has proved
th at such appearance is caused by the e xtensive propa -
g ation of an anim alcular insect in such w aters, sufficien't
to e ffe ct th e discoloration . M any substances m ig ht be
em ployed to sim ulate such reputed m iraculo us interpo s i-
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tion, and a variety of other artificial m eans;
or by the periodical generation of a species of
aqueous anim alcule, or vegetable algae, such
as have often been w itnessed by naturalists,
as giving bloody discoloration to stream s,
and extensive portions of the ocean. T he
slightest resem blance to a pretended reality,
would be generally adequate to convince the

credulous observer, w hose passions and im

agination were excited to an eagerness to w it-

ness the novel and marvelous.) A w riter of
note remarks, “every thing is a prodigy in
the eyes of the ignorant man, who sees the

universe only in the narrow <circle of his ex-

istence. T he philosopher beholds no prodi-
gies; he knows that a monstrous birth, or the
sudden crum bling of the hardest rock, results

from causes as natural as the alternate return

of night and day.” T his remark may not in
all cases hold true, as science is as yet inade-
quate to fathom all the m ysteries presented
by the operation of the natural laws. T here

are, however, few of the extraordinary m ani-
festations of these laws, but which will adm it

of a satisfactory solution, by the observer who

calmly investigates causes; and where these
tion before the ignorant, in case ofa necessary em ergency.
I'n th e case of blood colored snow , the insect was proba-
b 1y conveyed into th e atm osphere, by th e vapor from
w h ic h it was form ed.
R O rifiriBltan
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are less m anifest, w h o resorts to aid s afforded

by such analogies as ordinary experience w ill,

in m o st cases, supply. T o such it w ill ap
pear m anifest, th at th e ex hib ition s o f m agic
in th e tem ples o f E gy pt, P ersia, G reece,
and R om e, as w ell as th e various prodigies
related in ancient history, w h ich im pressed
th e superstitious d evotee, w ith th e aw ful
sense o f a personal in terview w ith th eir pre-
siding deities,— and, in short, m ost of the un
w on ted phenom ena, em ployed as dem onstra
tion s of th e w o ill of their deities, are suscepti-
ble of being represented in a m odern chem ical
or p hilosophical laboratory, or m ay read.ily b e
ex p lained by an observation of ordinary nat-
ural causes.

w h en it s considered th at th e m o st d e -
grading ignorance o f th e sciences pervaded
th e m ass of the people of ancient nations, and

th at an undying propensity for th e m arvelous

and m ysterious, ever ch aracterizes this condi-
tion ; w h en w e reflect th at th e tem ples in
w h ich their religious rites w ere enacted, proba-
b ly p ossessed a structure and scenery w e ll
su ited to represent th e im posing m ysteries o f
w h ich th ey w ere th e th eatres; th at th e se
W ere conducted by a hereditary priesthood,
sk illed in th e m anipulations o f th eir art, w h o
w ielded agencies concealed w ith in th e aw fu
voe il w h ich sh rouded th eir operations; and
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w h en it is ta k en in to consideration, w ith w h at
ex cited im aginations and p assions the piowus
w orshiper th ere approached th e capr ricious
divinity ,itis not surprising thatthe m inds of the
m u ltitu d e s o f ancient nations, sh ould h ave
b een m oulded and governed by th e m ach ine-
ry of a factitious th eology ; or that th ey W ere
th e credulous and superstitious people th at
history represents to us. /

If, as is m ost probable, a theology thus art-
fully devised, w as m ade effective in subduing
th e m ultitude, it is lik ew ise reasonahble to
presum e, that even th e philosophers and sages,
w ith n o ligh t, but that o f natural reason, to
direct th em th rough th e com p lex labyrinths
of nature, (so evincive o f a d esigning arch -
tect,) in th eir d ubious and unsatisfactory con
dition , m u st h ave view ed th eir relation s to
such m anifest in visib le pow er, w ith a super-
stitious aw e and apprehension, bordering upon

th at w ith w h ich th ey inspired their less gifted

fellow countrym en, w hen contem plating th e

factitious divinities devised for th eir sub ju

gation

S uch are the conclusions to w h ich w e are
im pelled, relative to th e instrum entality, an d
consequen:t b ligh ting in fluence, w h ich poly
th eism exerted to effect th e degradation o f
th e h um an m ind, and w h ich plunged it into
4*
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th at m u ltip licity o f vice and depravity, s 0
abounding in nations subgject to its con trol.

W e h ave now to contem p late a condition
of society, in w h ich C hristianity h as, in a d e -

gree, dissipated th e absurd fables o f poly th e-

ism and taught m an h is true relation s to
h is M aker;— in w h ich a m ore generally dif-
fused education lias enabled h im to assert the
native dignity and equality o f h um an char-
acter, an d assisted in wW resting from h is m in d
th e m anacles o f a theology devised w ith th e
vView of subjugating his intellect and his w ill.
Y et notw ith stand ing th e in terposition o f
su ch a fortunate revolution, in b eh alf o f th e
suprem acy o f reason, w e sh all still find th e
m ind o ften y ield ing to th e in fluence o f th e
im agination and th e passion s, and fostering
credulity and superstition, little less gross than
th at w h ich sw ayed th e d evotees o f pagan

th eology

I n the state of transition from polytheism to
C hristianity , it could hardly be presum ed th at
th e recent conwverts to th e latter, cou ld easily
d epose th eir faith in th e ghostly in fluence d e -
rived from an education in th e ten ets o f th e
form er; an d w hich, consequently, had becom e
intim ately b lended and associated w ith th eir
habits of thought and m ental conception

A ccordingly it w il b e found, th at during
th e strife w h ich occurred b etw een th e genius
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o f polytheism |, and C hristianity, their respec-
tiv e fanatical advocates often vied w ith each
other, in asserting th eir adverse claim s to pre-
cedence, by their appeal to progidies and
m iracles, to th e n o sm a ll detrim ent of th e la t-
ter . M ore especially, since C hristianity, in
stead o f attem pting to subdue th e obdurate
p assion s by an appeal to a sense o f th e novel
and th e m arvelous, proffers rather th e superior
claim of its ab ility to en lighten th e reason and
understanding ; and, w h ile it ex h ib its to m an
h is duties to society, it at th e sam e tim e d e -
m on strates h is religious obligations, and th e

ch aracter of his C reator.

i / O n th e fin al overthrow o f paganism by

( C hristianity, it w owuld h ave b een fortunate for

; th e la tter, h ad th e m agic an d prodigies, w ith
th e various d ecep tion s devised for sustaining
th e form er, perished in its ruins. S o far, h ow
ever, w a s th is from b eing th e fact, th at w e
sh all find pretenders to C hristianity , in som e
o f the rival sects, exerting the engines of frauwud
and im p osition , w ith an energy w orthy o f
th eir pagan com petitors ; and this, it m ust be
presum ed, w as enacted m ore for th e P urpose
of prom oting personal reputation, and th e at-
tainm ent of objects of tem poral am bition, th an
w ith th e vV iew of advancing the spiritual inter -
ests of their con fiding adherents. /

Original ta n
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I f pagan im postors ex torted a votive fee,
and at the sam e tim e disciplined th e w orship
pers of the factitious god for the yoke of their
tyrants, by m agic, by prodigies, and other ap
parent supernatural m achinery, th e Spurious

saints or prophets of C hristianity effected ob

jects n o less culpable, by astonishing th eir
ignorant adherents, by apparent m iracles,
wW rought, n o doubt, m ostly by scien tific e X
perim ents and m ysticism s, through w h ich th e
im agination w as beguiled, and th e real ob ject

o f faith w a s rendered obscure.

/T h rough th e k now ledge o f natural coinci-

d ences, furnished by science, or by secret
agents, a prophetic character w as not untfre-
quenly conferred upon such pretenders, and
in m any cases, the various w onders o f th e
natural w orld W ere., n o doubt, sough't and
m ad e available to astonish th e ignorant,; and
w ere adduced as evidence, that their dem on
strator w as a special recognized agent and fa -
vVvorite o f h eaven. T h ere is little doubt, but
th at m any o f th e less fam iliar phenom en a o f
nature h ave furnished th e m eans by w h ich
apparent m iracles h ave b een w rought by th e
d esigning, b efore th ose ignorant o f th eir
causes and character. T h u s th e m irage, a
p henom ena peculiar to particular locations, is
produced by refraction o f th e sun’s rays, by
atm ospheric vapor o f unegqual density, by
Digitized by 3 g ¢ gle o riginal frw
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w h ich ob jects, a s ships, villages, persons, & ¢ .
ordinarily invisible, are brought into view , ap
parently suspended in th e air, either inverted,
or erect, and of exaggerated size. T h ese being
sim p ly natural optical illu sion s, m ig ht easily
h e ex h ib ited by tlie d esigning im postor a s
aerial spectres. O ther in stances of the sin g u
lar e ffects o f refraction , or reflection , m ig ht
b e referred to ; a s th e celebr rated spectre o f
B rocken , of th e H artz m ountain, in H anover:
th e F ata M orgiana, o f th e straits o f M asscn a,
w h ere m en, anim als, and even landscapes, as
by a m irror, are represented as in nature, ele-
vated in th e atm osphere.>* Such, by the pre-
ten ded and d esigning h eavenly favorite, m igh-t
easily b e m ade to appear to credulity, as spirits
T hese are doubtless natural phenomena, produced by

reflection or retraction, when the rays oflight.

proceeding

from the object to the eye. pass through a medium ofun-
equal density . It may happen, that an inequality of tem

perature is formed between the land, or water, and the
atm osphere in the vicinity of the objects thus represented.
In such condition, a passage of heat, or caloric, is con-
stantly occurring from the hotter to the colder medium

It will be perceived, therefore, that when the earth, or
w ater, is more healed than the superincumbent air, the
adjacent stratum of the latter will become healed from
the former, and consequently more rarifted than the strata
above, causing the inequality required for the refraction
necessary to effect the above phenomena. The rays of

light, in passing from the object to the eye, then

refracted, or curved from their ordinary stra
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4 2
obedien't to h is in vocation T h e se, w ith
num erous other natural phenom ena of varied
character, w ill not fail to be suggested to th o se
b ut m oderately versed in natural philosophy
as adequate to e x p lain a large portion of th e
causing th e obijects to appeartr elevated above th e ir tru e
p o s ition

O b jects th u s represented woill appear erect, if w ith in
th e focal distance of the natural lenses form e d by th is
ineqguality of density of the d ifferent strata o f a ir; or th ey
w ill appear inverted, w hen the eye is s u fficiently beyond
such focal distances to perm it the rays to enter it a f-
ter th e ir focal crossings. I f to such inequality of den
s ity , is added an e xtrem ely attenuated agueous vapor, a
re fle c tion of a portion o f the rays w ill occur, and a spec-
tral im age of the beholder w ill be form ed, as by a com m on
m irror, w hich w ill appear of a size h olding a re lation to
th e convexity or concavity o f th e natural m irro r th u s
form e d T h e m irage is an instance of refraction, and the
spectre o f B rocken of re fle ction S im ilar phenom ena
aTe stated by H um bolt to b e of frequent occurrence in
S outh A m erica, and th ey have been often noted by others

R ecently a description o f an optical illusion w as given
by a traveler across a desert, s itu ate d betw een N e w
M e x ic o and C alifornia T h e w riter, a m em ber of a com
pany €en route for C alifornia, relates, that they w ere one
day startled by the appearance of a com pany, consisting
o f m en and anim als, apparently at a distance w h ic h a
first caused no inconsiderable alarm from th e supposition
o f its b e ing a band of h o stile savages. It subsequently

roved to b e but a m irror representation of th e ir o w n

and, produced d oubtless by the atm ospheric phenom ena
Elluded to

(For a more p articular d escription o f the above p h e
nom ena, see B rew ster's N atural M agic.)
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s 0 called m iracles, anmnounced by m on ks and
pretended saints, for th e adm iration o f th e

credulous and superstitious.

It h a s b een n oticed a s m o st probable, that
th e p agan d evotees, by m ean s o f m irrors and
len ses, s 0 arranged in th e ancient tem ples as
to effect th e requisite op tical illu sion s, aided
b vy ventrilogquism |, W ere m ad e to h old an im
aginary personal interview w ith their p resi-
d in g deities. It is equally probable, th at a
large portion o f th e m iracles im p osed upon
credulous C hristians in th e dark periods of the
church, w as effected by frauds o f a sim ilar

description

It is,k n ow n to th ose fam iliar w ith op tics,

th at by the aid of a conocawve m irror, w ith su it-

ably arranged len ses, and a m agic lantern,
ob jects ordinarily invisib le to an audience,
m ay b e apparently introduced before it, either
ex aggerated or distorted, to any degree o f
frightfulness. T h e dead m ay b e apparently
evoked from th eir graves, and by th e aid o f
ventriloguism , m ade to hold conversation w ith
th eir living friend s. A pparent dem on s, or
angels, m ay be presented in attitudes and co s -
tum e, suited to accom plish th e objects of their
introduction ; and various other ex h ib ition s
o f lik e character m ay b e represented, w hich
m ight be palm ed upon the ignorant and cred
ulous, as supernatural m anifestations. A rtjfi-
ori~nal frum

tyG oogle
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



4 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

ces of this description w ould dowubtless he m ade

available, by unprincipled pretenders to in sp i-
ration, w h o h ad becom e inspired by the am b i-
tion o f acquiring th e ch aracter o f h eavenly

vicegerents.

B vy on e p ossessing an acquaintance w ith
th e various drugs and m edicines, som nolency,
ecstacy, and delirium m ay b e easily effected
W ith th e pow er occasionally acquired oVver
anim als of the m o st ferocious character, and
ovVver reptiles, by w h ich th eir natures appeartr
ch anged to m ildness, as exhibited by th e an
cient P silli, or serpent tam ers, th e m odern
V an A m burgh, and others, a supposed m iracu
lo u s control o f th e instinctive attributes w a s
represented . W ith a k now ledge and e x er -

cise of th e physiological sym pathies, by w hich

various d iseases, an d even death, are often
sim ulated in persons of ex citable and suscep
tib le nervous tem peram ent,;— and w ith th e
ab ility o f controling th e w onderful illu sion s

capable of being effected by optics, by ch em

istry, and galvanism , by m eans o f w h ich th e
m o st surprising m etam orphoses are induced,
and even death apparently is m ade to give
p lace to vitality, a pow er apparently superhu
m an w a s w ielded, j w h en it is considered,

th at such ex hib itions w ere m ade before credu
lo u s spectators, w h ose senses and reason w ere

ench ained by an ex cited im agination, and an

origraaifrom
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irresistib le propensity to b elieve in th e m ar -
velous, aided by th e in fluence capahble of be-

in g derived from art and science, together w ith

th at afforded by m anual dexterity, it is n ot
d ifficult to conceive, that th e m agic and pro-
d igies o f th e ancients, and th e m iracles e x h i-
b ited subseqguent to the first century of C hris-
tian ity , by its pretended friend s, m ig ht h ave
b een represented, ex clu sive o f th e aid o f s u
pernatural intervention

w h e n it is further taken in to consideration ,
th at m any o f th e affected m iraculous events
w h ic h h ave aston ished th e credulous, are b ut
legends, or narratives, related by m on ks an d
recluses, w e need hardly h esitate to conclud e,

th at the entire m achinery of so called m odern
m iracles, are but knavijsh devices to sustain, by
su ch appeal to credulity, religious tenets w ant-

in g th e support of the genuine precepts of the

D ivin e A uthor of C hristianity
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S E C T I O N 1.

W itchcraft.

T he absurd and maniacal belief in witch -
craft, so fraught with evils to society in the
last and the preceding century, and from w hich
no nation can boast total exem ption, appears
in the present age nearly extinguished. T his
is unquestionably one of the baleful progeny
w hich is indebted for its origin to m agic and
the occult sciences; and all the phenomena
w hich gave rise to the belief in its reality,
adm it of the same or similar explanation as
heretofore given of that fruitful source of m en -
tal delusion.

T his branch of the occult sciences was per-

haps invented and cultivated, to give variety
to the delusions w hich the professional im
postor exhibited as novelties, in barter for the
m ore substantial offerings of ignorance and
credulity. If, however, we are to estim ate its
character from the puerilities and follies
w hich history, in general, details of its ope-

rations, we can but infer, that it was a degen -
erate offspring of its parent, in w hich the

m agician had lost his cunningor that he

had adapted his art in accordance with the
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4 8 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

infantile taste of the ages in w hich it flour-
ished. It will be perceived, that instead
of the adroit deceptions practiced upon the

senses by ancient magic, the chief aspirations

of its m odern progeny, it would appear, were
generally 1lim ited to such petty recreations as
peram bulating the air on broom sticks; its tra-

ditional nocturnal bachanals at the Sabbat,*

* The Sabbat was a supposed assem bly of witches,
m et in mystic conclave, w hich was presided over by the
devil. An introduction to its orgies was supposed to be
effected by rubbing the palms of the hands, soles of the
feet, and sometimes the entire body, w ith an enchanted
pomade. The effect of this was, the supply of wings,
w ith w hich the initiated flew to the Sabbat. The em -
ployment there, was dancing with broomsticks, and the
practice of many ridiculous bachanals until the morning,
w hen the assembly was dissolved.

It has been supposed that ointments were formed from
such poisonous plants as henbane, stramoninm , <cicuta,
& c., w hich professional impostors often applied to their
ignorant dupes, with the effect of producing such deli-
rious dream s as had been previously im pressed upon
their im agination, which became waking hallucinations
of a real belief, by the deluded wretches, of their presence
at these assem blies. It is more probable, however, that
the traditionary tales of these meetings, which were
doubtless rife during the excitements of an epidemic

w itchcraft, im pressed the imaginations of weak minds

to the degree represented as produced by the en -
chanted pomade. It is therefore not unlikely, that m a-
ny ignorant, butinnocent victims, thus monomaniacally

affected, may have been induced to a confession of par-
ticipation in sorcery, and by such act have sacrificed

their lives as the penalty of their imprudence.
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W ITCHCRAFT. 49

or elsew here ; or its even more ridiculous in -
terference with kitchen housew ifery, by its
antics with the butter churn, or with the pigs
or poultry ; and its equally perplexing annoy-
ances practised upon the goat-herd or hus-

bandman.

A gain, w hile original m agic arts exhibited

a skill and power calculated to excite adm i-
ration of the resources of the human intel-
lect, witchcraft, on the contrary, produced
the effect rather to dem ean its power, by its
habitual resorts to the most petty and con -

tem ptible expedients to accom plish the ob-
jects of its low am bition. W hile the former
has been tbe professional em ploym ent of the
wise and the learned, the latter is more often
that of the old, the ugly, the vicious and des-
pised, w hose odious forms and character, pub-
lic disgust— biased by general ignorance, and
favoring epidem ic influences,— has, without
doubt, been prone to exaggerate into a rela-
tionship and association w ith dem oniacal

agencies.*

*An old writer of note, who lived in the time when
w itchcraft extensively prevailed, thus describes the
characters of reputed w itches. They were “ women

w hich be commonly old, lame, bleare-eied, pale, fowll,
and full of wrinkles, poore, sullen, superstitious and pa-
pists ; or such as know no religion ; in whose drousie

minds the the devell hath gotten a fine sear ; so as, what

5 *

Digizedm G 0 0 | e

oritual fhwn
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



50 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION .

In C hristian com m unities, a beliefin w itch -
craft, as a supernatural art, has doubtless ob-
tained no sm all support from the notice w hich
it receives from Scripture, in the case of Kking
Saul, and the denunciation of the art therein
contained. But it is believed, that such no-
tice rather has reference to the sin of this
specific im position, than to an art recognized
as a direct com pact with the infernal powers.
T here is great reason for believing, that the
dram atic ex hibition enacted by the W itch of
Endor, by which Saul was made to believe in

the re-appearance of the deceased prophet

Samuel, to announce his approaching fate at
G ilboa, was but an im position practiced upon
the senses of that monarch. In w hatever
character it may be estim ated, it certainly

evinced far less of dram atic skill in its execu -

tion, than the scenes mentioned as exhibited

m ischafe, mischance, calam itie or slaughter, is brought to

passe, they are <easilie perswaded the same s doone

by them selves, im printing in their minds an earnest and

constant im agination thereof. They are lean and de-
formed, shewing melancholie in their faces, to the hor-
rer of all that see them . They are doting scholds, mad,
develish, and not much differing from them that are

thought to be possessed with spirits ; so firm and stead -

fast in their opinions, as whosoever shall onlie have re-

spect to the constancie of their words uttered, would

easilie believe they were true indeed.”— Reginald Scott's

‘D iscoverie of W itchcraft
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to the devotee of the G recian tem ples, as
in these the solicited personage was often
introduced to the astonished senses of the
petitioners; while in the case of the Jew ish
king, it is not stated that either he or his
com panions actually beheld the vision an -
nounced, but rather that his knowledge of the
presence of the ghost was based on the au-
thority of the actress alone.

It is m ost probable,therefore, that this trans-
action was buta scenic representation devised
for the occasion, and pre-announced by emis-

saries of the sorceress, in tim e for a preparation

ofthe scenery. In the exhibition presented to
Saul, unlike those of the tem ples, where a spec-
tral apparition W as introduced, the probable

ventriloguism constituted the main dem onstra-
ble evidence of the supernatural presence.
T he terror m anifested by the actress w as
m ost likely but a well represented affectation
of the passion,'which the habits of her avo-
cation enabled her to render im posing. T he
prediction w hich followed was such, that in
the known straitened condition of the Jew ish
army on the eve of the battle of G ilhoa, it
required no witch or prophet to pre-announce
a result which was most probably foreshad -
owed to the entire nation. Indeed, w hen it
is considered, that to the naturally hypochon-

drical m ind of the monarch, was added a
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52 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION .

consciousness of im minent peril, similar to
that im pending over Brutus and Julian, on the
night preceding their disasters, it is in no de-
gree surprising that the Jew ish king should
disregard w hatever defects might, to a more
indifferent spectator, be apparent in the
scene ; nor that he should have been the dupe
of a deception practiced before him

It has been noticed, that in scenic arrange-
ment, this exhibition of Jew ish sorcery was
m anifestly inferior to those of its cotem porary

relative, the m agic of the Egyptian or G recian

tem ples, in w hich was presented, by means of
mirrors, lenses, & c. a spectral apparition of the
object sought. Y et it must be adm itted, that
this far surpassed, in adroitness and dignity,

m ost of the exhibitions of modern witchcraft
w hich its history has furnished. M ost of the
m anifestations of modern sorcery, by which
com m unities have not unfrequently been agi-
tated, and the worst of public calam ities in -
duced, have been noticed as of a most puerile
character, unworthy the name of an art, and

alike dem eaning to the taste and capacities

of its professors, and of the intelligent evil
agent by whom they were supposed to be
suggested. If exceptions to such puerile char-

acter of witchcraft are occasionally found,
they are to be explained from the intellectual
superiority of those who directed their opera-

tions.

Original frtwn

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



W ITCHCRAFT. 53

A careful analysis of its phenomena woill
prove it in the main, to consist in a display of
the petty m alice of insignificant and unprinci-
pled individuals,tow ard rivals or enem ies; or to
have originated from an am bition, through ec-
centricity of character, of acquiring notoriety
in a neighborhood, for the purposes of interest
or fame; or, what is far more frequent, they

are derived from such natural phenomena, or

artful devices, w hich, from ignorance of their
real causes,.have been im puted to dem oniac
influence, w ielded by som e w eak or con -

tem ned individuals, upon whom public odium
or dread had concentrated.

T hat witchcraft of this character should,
in modern society, have become epidem ical

throughout w hole kingdom s, as history fur-

nishes abundant proofs, is <certainly one of
the m ost inexplicable enigm as presented in
the operations of the human mind. It adm its

of explanation, only from that wonderful en -

dow m ent o f the anim al economy, term ed
sym pathy, which has been found, in a variety
of circum stances, to possess an involuntary
control of its action, as well in health as in
disease.

W hat is m ost surprising in this case, 1is

the fact, that the moral pestilence, w hen of an
epidem ic character, has proved its efficiency,

not only in th e perversion of the intellects o f
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5 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

the ignorant, but also of many of the learned
and wise, who lived in times when the sym
pathetic contagion becam e diffused throughout
society. It is unquestionably, in n o sm all
degree, attributable to the fact that sorcery, as
a supernatural art, has been sustained by a
Bacon, a M ather, and others of distinguished
reputation, that the discussion regarding its
reality has been prolonged. But since m ost
national delusions,such as that ofastrology, the
philosopher’s stone, with such m aniacal spec-
ulations as those of the South Sea, M ississippi,
and numerous others of like character, have
involved minds of similar intellectual calibre
in their results, these instances may rather be
received as evidence, that human reason, even
in its greatest development, is not devoid of
im becility,— especially w hen assailed by the
contagious influence of sym pathetic national
hallucinations.

Probably no delusion or im position w hich
has ever acquired an ascendancy over the
human mind, has proved so detrimental to the

interests and true happiness of society, as has

the popular belief in sorcery, or witchcraft.
If m agic has been instrumental in subjugating
the mind in bondage to a factitious theology,

thereby enchaining its native powers to an ab-
ject despotism ,— or has occasionally resorted

to assassination, clandestine murder by potent
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generation to

w hich their
the ab-

however,

dem onstrate the im

becility of hum an reason, when neglecting the
efforts necessary to enable it to acquire a due
estim ate of its powers. It is, ithout doubt,
to the light derived from a generally diffused
science, that the bane, at this era of the world,
has nearly lost its virus w ithin borders of
civilization; and as history is but philosophy
teaching by example, a discussion of its evils,
so abounding in the past, is m ostly useful as
affording a beacon by which to avoid those so

fatal to the happiness*of past generations;
w hile at the same time an illustration is fur-
nished, that errors most portentous for the
stability of society, are susceptible of exter-
m ination by a suitable mental culture.
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D ream s.

Of a similar character, and resulting from
the same propensity of the mind for the mar-
velous, which has been alluded to in the pre-
ceding sections, is the belief which has as-

signed to dream s a rank with the supernatural.

All mental im pressions deviating from the or-
dinary operations of the m ind; all the repre-
sentations of sense to it, of a character to

w hich it has not been accustomed, have ever
been claimed by the credulous as derived from
agencies exterior and foreign to those ordinari-
ly originating mental conceptions; or,in short,
have been by them ascribed to a supernatural
influence controling its action.

A lthough to the philosophical observer it
may be superfluous to state, that such belief
originates from an inattention to a due analy-
sis of the im pressions derived from the senses,
or from a too hasty reception of traditionary
legends derived from rude and ignorant ages,
yet it may be useful briefly to notice the
physiological condition upon which such rep-
resentations and erroneous notions are de-

pendent.

6
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58 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

A 1l dream s originate from former sensa-
tions, w hich have been introduced by the
senses, and stored in the mind, susceptible of

being recalled by memory and submitted to the
scrutiny ofthe reasoning faculty, by w hich their
relations are determ ined, through the agency
of association. Such being the action of the
internal faculties relative to the m aterials fur-
nished by the several senses, it occurs in a
state of im perfect sleep, i.e. when a part of
the mental faculties are torporized, and oth -
ers, with memory, are in a state of activity,
that the sensations in store are recalled by
memory, and associations instituted sim ilar to
those of a state of wakefulness. But the pro-
cess wanting the correction of judgm ent and
the active senses, im agination often effects

com binations so fantastic as to represent ob-

jects, or scenes, wholly deviating from those
occurring in nature. Thus it may occur in
sleep, that the active faculties, by <com bining

parts of the sensation derived from an eagle,
w ith that of the horse, that a being like the
fabulous griffin should be presented to the
mind as a reality; or wings may be supplied
in the same manner to a reptile, representing
a flying dragon, w hich will be presented to
the mind as a real existence, until the aroused
senses shall furnish a correction. Such it will

be perceived are but ordinary sensations, com
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DREAM S. 59

bined by the im agination in a manner w hich
possess no types in nature. But it may hap-
pen in the various modes of com bination in
sleep, that objects, or events, are portrayed in
accordance with nature, but in forms exagge-
rated, dim inished, or distorted, in com parison
w ith their types with which we have been fa-
m iliar, and therefore have become the typical
standard of judgment on all after sensations.
In such case, the credulous not unfrequently
become excited to a state of apprehension, or
fear, from the conviction that such are of extra
natural character, and of course a foreshad -
owing of evil or good aw aiting them in the
future.

T he relations of the mind with its adjunct
m aterial organization, are m anifestly m ost in -
tim ate and dependent. Butwhat may be the
essential nature of their union, or the mode
by which the affections of each are mutually
interchanged, or com m unicated, will probably
elude the efforts of research during their m a-
terial connection. Such manifestly, however,

is the character of their association, that the

affections or im pressions originating in the
one are by mutual sympathy com m unicated
to its associate; and a series of actions, either

m ental or corporeal, are consequent and in ac-
cordance therew ith. H owever intricate m ay

be the connection between mind and m atter,
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it is manifest that it is to the mutual sym pa-
thies originating therefrom k6 together with the
relations existing between the several mental
faculties, that we are to derive an explanation
of the phenom ena exhibited by the mind in
dream s. In conform ity w ith these relations,
and in accordance with the im pressions af-
fecting either the organs or the mind, through
the agency of its sensations in store, will be
formed the great variety of dreams which are
brought to our consideration. T hus those of
the conscience stricken culprit, wdio has suc-
ceeded in eluding justice, will be influenced
by his predominant idea, and prisons and gib -
bets will be depicted in his dream s. Or w hen
barred within the cell of the condem ned, his
ardent desires of life may occasionally prepon-
derate in his dreams, and depict to him ideal
scenes of freedom , and escape from his mer-
ited deserts. T he miser will dream of w7ealth,
or the poverty which harasses his im agination
during his wakeful hours; and the enthusiast,
of heavenly bliss or of devils, and the torm ents
w hich aw ait the spiritual transgressor. In
all these cases, organic actions will generally
result, which are in accordance with the ex-
citing mental process.

Such is the stimulus w hich gives coloring
to the dreamy phantom s, w hen the influence

of the correcting senses and the judgment s
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w ithdrawn by the torpor of sleep, and the
trains of thought instituted by the wakeful fa-
culties are directed by the inventive im agina-

tion only.

On the contrary, all bodily derangem ents
w hich interrupt healthy sleep, by becom ing
sym pathetic stimuli to the mind, often depict
in exaggeration, conditions of affliction, sick -
ness, suffering and death; w hich train of
m ental disasters, probably, in m ost cases are

suggested by a slight irritation of the diges-
tive organs, arising from im perfectly digested
food, or other structural irritations of an un-
pleasant character, which a waking attention
to external objects would render ineffective on
the mind.

O f a similar character, though produced by
m ore permanent and efficient causes, is the
delerium from grave disease, in w hich the
em barrassed organs supply such unnatural
stim ulus to the brain, that the equilibrium of
the faculties becomes disturbed to such a de-
gree,thatthe ideas in store in the mind predom -
inate over those im mediately affecting the ex-
ternal senses; and are com bined in a manner
productive of the exaltation, incoherence, and
m ental im agery, characterizing that affection.
It may be remarked, that in a condition of
healthy correspondence ofthe bodily and m en-

tal functions, either the entire faculties of the

O+
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m ind subside into a state of inactivity and en -
tire quiesence; or when in a state of partial
activity, they are em ployed in such com bina-
tion o f retained sensations, as w ill effect
dream s of a character corresponding in agree-

ableness with that experienced from the orig-

inal external sensations constituting their
types; and such as a normal state of the
system atic functions ever effects, w hether
in the sleeping or waking condition . It
would indeed be extraordinary, considering

the uniform ity of occurring events with those

past, should none occur in the future bearing

a sim ilitude to those which have been previ-
ously presented to the m ind in a state o f
sleep . It is doubtless this natural sim ilitude,

or perhaps the exciting and strange com bina-
tion of ideas constituting the dream , from the
causes alluded to, w hich has originated the
notion, that the mental vagaries during sleep,
are occasional revelations, or foreshadowings
of future =events. B ut notw ithstanding this
ready faith of the credulous in the supposed
revelation, it is conceived that they rarely de-
rive indications from the premonition, su ffi-
ciently explicit to direct their action in suita-
ble adaptation to m eet the event presumed to
be predicted. Indeed it is difficult for reason
to detect an economy in such dubious fore-

shadowings, even in the view of their being of
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DREAMS. 6 3

supernatural origin. A nd it is certain that lit-
tle results therefrom , except the vague hopes
or fears w hich they =excite, and the <conse-
quent effects of these upon the dreamer, or
the object of his dream

It is probable that the events realized sub-
sequent to their prototypes having been shad-
ow ed in dream s, are generally such as have
been ardently expected, or painfully dreaded;
such as had been the subject of a thoughtful
im pression anterior to the dream ; and that in
m ost instances, such dream is but a repetition
of sensations which have previously been in -
troduced to the mind in its ardent contem pla-
tion of such expected future contingency.

T here is little doubt that the credulous
faith, conferring upon extraordinary dreams a
prem onitory character, has in many instances
prom pted the dreamer to the efforts w hich
wWere requisite for the attainment of the good
foreshadowed; or that the dread of a disas-
trous event, as where death at a particular pe-
riod was predicted in a dream , with attendant
circum stances of an im pressive character, has
produced such depressing effect upon an e X -
citable nervous system , on the approach o f

the dreaded period, as to extinguish the vital

principle. T he hope or fear of an event, in
such case, becomes the agent of its accom
plishm ent. T hat occasional correspondences

Digitized by
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6 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

should occur between dreams and succeeding
events, is in no degree surprising. But that
the natural activity of the mind during sleep
should possess a necessary connection w ith
either the good or evil events succeeding,
obtains no support from reason or a philosoph-

ical view of facts.
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6 6 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

ception of the economy of the other. For, in
m ost instances, such supposed spiritual inter-
course has occurred with the weak and the
ignorant, and so illegible has been the revela-
tion, that Ilittle has resulted to the recipient,
beyond the terror and vague apprehensions
w hich were aroused. It is therefore difficult
for the mind to detect a wise economy in such
reputed prem onitory acts, through which it is
rarely pretended that indications are given, by
w hich the will or object of the agent is re-
vealed.

It may be confidently asserted, that m ost of
the instances adduced as proofs of the exist-
ence ofghosts as actual personalities, adm it of
explanation, either as being deceptions prac-
ticed upon the timid by the designing, through
the aid of suitable costume, or optical instru-
ments, such as has been referred to as effect-
ing pretended m iracles;— by ordinary objects,
presented to the credulous through an obscure
medium , thereby receiving exaggeration and
distortion by the imagination, to such a de-
gree as to forbid the excited beholder institu -

ting an exam ination requisite to ascertain their

real character;— or they are to be referred for
an explanation to an occasional disordered
condition of the optic nerve, by means of

w hich fictitious im ages are introduced to the

mind as real external existences.
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It is well known to physiologists, that the
optic nerve, in case of slight disease, is subject
to illusions possessing every shade of charac-

ter w hich is ascribed to ghosts; and that the
auditory nerve likew ise, w hen sim ilarly af-
fected, causes internal sounds, w hich have
been depicted by the fancy as those fearful
premonitions, termed warnings, which have at
all times given alarm to those unacquainted
w ith the phenomenon. In such state, like
that of mental affection in dream s, the im pres-
sions made by external objects on the senses
are weakened, or insufficient to excite the at-
tention ofthe mind; while previous sensations
in store become excited to more active com bi-
nations, in consequence of the disarranged
state of the mental functions. In such condi-
tions, pictures are exhibited to the mind from
past sensations, in forms so im pressive that
they predom inate over those representing ex-
ternal objects present on the retina. In such
case, for instance, the im pression made by the
past sensation of dead or absent friends, or
other objects of interest, will exclude the im
ages made by external objects, present on the
tablet of the retina, and the dead or absent
are introduced, as really present to the mental
view ; and that in a form such as previous
sensations or existing apprehensions may de-

pict them . T hus the spectre presented to
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6 8 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION .

Brutus, and that to the em peror Julian, on the

eve of their approaching fate, were of such
character as would most likely be represented
to minds like theirs, disordered by anxiety,
and excited by a lively sense of their critical

condition, and the expected disastrous results
w hich their superior sagacity, doubtless, fore-
shadowed as im pending. T he habiliments of
the grave, as naturally the last and m ost dura-
ble im pression made by the view of deceased
friends, or the death scene which often haunts
the conscience stricken assassin, would most
likely be represented in such disordered m ental
condition. A bsent friends would appear as
last witnessed, unless apprehension of their
death had aroused a stronger im pression in
the mind, in which case the funereal dram a
would be that most likely to be represented in
the phantom scene.

Few of (he relations respecting the appear-

ance of ghosts, w hich history furnishes, are

sufficiently attested to m erit attention. Som e
of the best authenticated, like those appearing
to Brutus, and the emperor Julian, are sus-

ceptible of explanation in the manner alluded
to. O thers, like those appearing to N icolai,
the patient of Doct. Abercrombie, and that of
M rs. A e ,adduced by Sir David Brewster,
were contem plated by their spectators as re-

sulting from disordered action of the brain and
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retina.* O thers, if not as susceptible of solu-
tion as these, most probably originated from
sim ilar disordered conditions, which escaped
the attention of their subjects. But far the
m ost numerous are, ungquestionably, but fic-
tions of the im agination, exhibited in circum
stances amid w hich the mind, from the ex-
citem ent offear, was incapable ofinvestigating
their true character. W as further evidence
required to confirm the belief of the illusory
nature of the spectral visions, reference m ight
be made to the fact, that the greatest portion
of these narratives are furnished from times of
ignorance and gross credulity; and that in
the ratio of the advancement of a rational
science, has been a proportionate dim inution
of ghostly exhibitions. A's regards the occa-
sional coincidence between the phantom and
subsequent death, it may be confidently re-
marked, that evidence is wanting which proves
the fact that such relation exists in greater fre-
quency than from other sym ptom s of disease;
such as double vision, vertigo, deranged intel-
lect, or severe pains of the head, which indi-
cate grave affection of the brain. T he phan-

tom , together with the last named sym ptom s,

* For a particular d e scription o f the above cases, to -
gether w ith th e p ath olo gical state on w h ic h th ey w ere
dependent, see B rew ster’'s N atural M agic, L e tter 111.

7



pigitized by G

affording

death

It will

is

hence

ing the

w hich

furnished

fat |1

w ho

m entioned,

w ith

D iseases
nation
im portance

seriously

of its

are ever

in w hatever

B ut
sion,
gan,

tality

doubtless
aid w hich

ion, renders

ease

So

spectral

the

result

a degree

great

as
indicating
if they

than

n

numerous

cal men

to them

evidence

supposed

a degree

affecting

illusions

subjects for their observation

CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

of invading disease, w hile

fry its destructive progress.

perceived, that notw ithstand -

supernatural m essage w ith

ghost-seer has been favored, he is

surer means of predicting a

follow ing, than has the physician

prognosticates from the other indications

of which m ay be view ed

of apprehension.

a tendency to a fatal term i-
holding relation to the vital
organs im plicated. T hose

the brain, in consequence

influence over the vital functions,
regarded with apprehension,

manner they are announced.

but a form of spectral illu-
a state of disease in this or-
proved more ominous of fa-

congenial sym ptom s, it is

explained by a reference to the

im agination, excited by the vis-

depressing tendency of dis-
functions.

are the instances in wdiich

have occurred to philosophi-

personally, and have been presented

; and

so thoroughly have they received investigation
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GHOSTS. 71

from them , with calm reflection, and a judg-
ment unbiased by the fears w hich influence
the timid on such occasions, that the above
conclusions relative to the nature of ghosts,
or spectres, may be received as in no degree
problem atical.*

M anifestations equally marvelous with those
of vision, have occasionally been produced by
the other senses; but in forms appropriate to
the function of each. Im aginary sounds, as
addresses from absent friends or strangers, un -
natural voices, such as have been received by
the credulous as ominous warnings, musical
notes, & c. have been illusions originating from
a disordered state of the auditory nerve, giv-
ing origin to a vast variety of speculation, and
many unhappy superstitions.

T he sense of feeling has supplied instan -
ces of either apathy or an extreme morbid
sensitiveness w hich W ere SO0 extraordinary,

as to appear to those of ordinary sensibil-

* T h e s to rie s and le gends of phantom ships, as the
fly in g D utchm an, and num erous other aerial spectres,
w h ic h are stereotyped nursery tales, if o f su fficient au-
th e n tic ity to deserve notice, adm it of e xplanation from

th e presum ption th at th ey w e re re presentations o fre al

objects concealed from vie w by an intervening m e dium
as h ills, the e arth's convexity, & c. w hich w e re m ade vis i-
b le by th e phenom enon o f re fra ction in a m anner a |-
lu d e d to in a previous note, page 41 .

0 riginal from

Digitized by G 00 | e
9 UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



D igitized by

7 CREDULITY-AND SUPERSTITION .
as partaking of the marvelous. Sub -
jects of these affections have ever been ad -

judged by the credulous, as deriving their pow -

ers,

either

agencies.

from the dem oniacal or heavenly

Persons in the apathetic state,

have tolerated with apparent indifference the
effects of fire, of cold, and mechanical irri-
tants, to a degree that those possessing a
healthy sense would be unable to endure.

T hose in the Jlatter condition have been
able readily to detect objects so inapprecicable
to ordinary feeling, that the ignorant, w ho
w ithess such operation, have ever been prone
to impute the process by which it is effected
to a degree of prophetic inspiration.

Sm ell
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feelings, are unquestionably dependent upon a
degree of morbidly altered state of the brain
in the one case, and an altered condition o f
the nerves of sense in the other. I'n the
former, the disordered activity of the brain re-

calls former sensations by the aid of memory,

and often depicts those susceptible of form , in
their respective representative im ages, as
ghosts, & c., or combine ideas in discordant

trains, as in dream s or delirium

In the instance of particular disordered
senses, the actions of w hich are illusive, their
functional representations are brought into ac-
tivity, without the presence of the appropriate
stim ulus derived from the im mediate im pres-
sion of external objects; but effects repre-
sentative of those, are no doubt caused by
the im pression w hich diseased action m akes
upon the local nerves on w hich specific sen -
sible function depends.

A ll illusions, therefore, whether intellectual
or sensitive, may be considered but as indica-
tions of a degree of disordered action of the
w hole, or a portion of the nervous system , and
are worthy of attention mainly, in view of the
consequences to which vitality m ay be sub-
ected by an uninterrupted progress of the
unnatural action.

All these morbid m anifestations ofthe brain
and senses have ever been viewed with aston -

7 *
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islnnent and awe by the ignorant; and pre-
vious to modern im provement in physiologi-
cal science, were subjects of wonder and wild
speculation w ith the learned. K naves and
im postors have not failed to render them
available sources from w hence to derive facts,
not only in support of their pretended dem o-
niacal arts and sciences, but such disordered
subjects have too frequently been exhibited to
the credulous as objects m iraculously en -
dowed, with the view to confirm their faith in
religious creeds, the intrinsic dem erits of
w hich required extraneous support of this
character.

But it is to be hoped, that the era of popu-
lar traffic in such delusions is receding before
the extending light of a more reasoning age ;
and that the period is not distant, w hen these
affections of the nervous system shall be di-
vested of their marvels, by having their rank
assigned, as tangible realities, in the catalogue
of bodily derangem ents requiring, no less than
other diseases, the attentive care of the phy-

sician .
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S ECTI1ON V

E cstasy, Trance,

Of a character sim ilar to that of dreams,
are modern visions, ecstacy, and trance. T he
m utual phenomena presented in these, adm it of
a like explanation ; with the exception, how -
ever, that the former is characterized by fan-

ciful com binations of ideas during a state of

sleep; the latter by extravagant exaltations of
m ental action, accom panied by like illusions,
exhibited during a state of wakefulness. In

these conditions, such mental abstraction from

sense are effected by means of the preponder-

* E cstacy and trance have,by som.e nosologists, been
eonsidered as dis tin ct species o f a genus o f the gene -
ral class em bracing allnervous diseases. T his is d o ub t-
le s s m o st e x pedient in a de scrip tion h avin g re ference
to m e dical tre a tm e n t; b ut as it is designed to n o tic e
th e m on ly as m ild e r and m ore tem porary a ffe c tio n s ,
occurring in s im ila rly con stituted subijects, dependent
upon an analagous s ta te o f the nervous system |, and
o rig in a tin g fro m th e sam e, or lik e causes, it is deem ed
pre fe ra b le and propertr to n o tic e th e m as varying form s
o f th e sam e a ffe c tion s, presenting in th e ir d iffe re nt as-
pects, but degrees or varieties o f sym ptom s, e x h ib ite d
in various.ly con s titute d subijects, and m o d ifie d m a in ly
by th e diverse a p p lic ation o f the causes fro m w hence
th ey o rig in a te . M any o f the com m on phenom ena o f

ecstacy are m an ife ste d in several nervous a ffe c tio n s ;
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ance of spiritual conceptions, that the reali-
ties of both sense and reason cease to control
com binations of thought. T he active im agi-
nation in this condition being uncontroled, per-
sonifies beings, or depicts scenes, as realities
w hich had previously been m ade the subject
of intense meditation, or the objects of ardent
hopes or fears.

In extasy and trances, as in some forms of
dream s, the corporeal organs sym pathetically
partaking of the excited m ental state, either
exhibit gesticulations, or other action corres-
ponding in extravagance with the passing hal-
lucinations ; or being deprived of their ordin-
ary mental stim ulus, yield to entire torpor and
quiescence.

A lthough im posture and deception may oc-
casionally assume the condition represented in
visions, ecstacy, and trance, yet there can be

no doubt that their m anifestations are m ainly

involuntary actions induced by existing im -
tra n c e in som e others, b ut th e ir form s here considered,
e ssen tially d iffe r fro m th e s e ; and as th ey possess th e
re la tio n s h ip a lluded to , and as th ey are rare ly th e ob -
je c ts o f m e dical tre atm e n t, it is deem ed far preferable
to discuss th e ir character in th e m ode h ere adopted.

S om nam bulism and catalepsy, a lth o u g h dependent
upon sim ilar con s titutional peculiar ritie s, b ut origin atin g
fro m causes o f a differentnature, have been noticed w ith
th e vie w on ly to e x h ib it th em as possessing a character

o f re lationship w ith th e above nam ed a ffe c tio n s .

o riginal from

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

bigitized by G OO0
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pressions, acting upon persons nervously sus-
ceptible, but generally of w eak intellects,
w hose minds, therefore, are incapable of sus-
taining normal com binations of thought, w hen
subjects of the im portance of those involving
their spiritual destiny are im pressively pre-
sented to their consideration.

W ith the object of exhibiting what have
been denominated religious ecstasy and trance,
as phenomena, which, like other bodily affec-
tions, are dependent upon natural agencies,
such as ordinarily influence organic structure,
a reference will briefly be made to the mental
and physiological condition wupon which they
are conceived to be dependent. T his refer-
ence is made for the purpose of dissipating the
m arvels and superstition w ith w hich they
have been habitually contem plated by many,
and to combatwhat is believed an error of the
m ost vital import,— the prevailing belief that
they are the product of an active supernatural
inspiration .

It is a characteristic trait of the mind, that
w hen long intently occupied on any particu -
lar subject, it is prone to fall into a m onoto-
nous train of thought, (so to speak,) which
eventually becomes so predom inant as to en -
gross its entire attention, to the exclusion of
objects ordinarily brought to its notice by the

senses. So predominant frequently becomes

I . Original frwn
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78 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

the influence of these engrossing trains o f
thought, in biasing the judgment, that by ex-
cluding a com parison with the trains of sensa -
tion of diverse character, its decisions are o f-
ten extrem ely erroneous, and even fantastic
and ridiculous.

Every inordinate em otion and passion, of
sudden production, or w hen indulged in a less
degree for a considerable period, tends to
produce this unnatural obliquity in m ental
decision.

T he mind, when engaged in a continued
concentration of its powers, is apt to depict
the objects of its contem plation w ith such
factitious coloring, that by the exaggerations of
the im agination, they are represented as ac-
tually present personifications ; or sim ple
ideas are com bined in such a manner that an-
ticipated future results are exhibited as actual
realities in progress of instant performance.
T hus anxiety regarding health frequently de-
picts results of disease, whether real or im

aginary, w hich have no existence except as

m orbid conceptions of the intellect w hich
originates them . So unnatural, occasionally,
are the exaggerations of the im agination,

w hen stimulated by mental anxiety regarding
health, that its subjects are led to the convic-
tion of organic changes of structure, incom

patible with the continuance of life, and often
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ECSTASY AND TRANCE. 79

of metamorphoses to other states of being.
T hese fantastic conceits not unfrequcntly ex-
ist in a degree that they not only excite the
com m isseration, hut the ridicule of friends, and
often repel the logic and skill of the medical
adviser aimed at their removal.

A nger and hatred distort their objects, and
the motives that have aroused their energies
into fictions of their own engendering, w hich
stim ulate to acts the m ost disproportionate to
the offence, and therefore become unjustifia-
ble. Jealousy often so obscures the rational
data on w hich accurate conclusions may be
based, that im agination m agnifies

“ Trifles light as air,”

into

* Confirmations strong as proofs from Holy writ.”

T he avaricious propensity eventually en-

grosses the active faculties of the mind, and
visions of wealth, or the horrors of poverty,
stim ulate to indefinite acquisition, as an im

aginary good w orthy the endurance of the
m ost unnatural and painful privations, and
even causes a sacrifice of integrity to a prac-
tice of the basest moral obliquities. Pride
and am bition, w hen inordinately indulged, pre-
sent their objects in a form ) alluring, that
fame or selfis represented as alone worthy of
consideration, and the benevolent and social

feelings becom e sacrificed in their giddy vortex.
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T hese derangements of the mental affec-
tions, as results ofordinary im pulses and inci-
dents of life, are often sufficient to unhinge
the m ind to a degree that the most wild
hallucinations control its actions and conclu-
sions.

T here are influences, however, which act
upon the mind, w hen diverted to certain trains
of reflection, with a force more im pressive and
energetic, and w hich engross its attention
more exclusively than the objects ordinarily
submitted to its attention. Such are those
w hich are derived from a contem plation of the
future responsibilities of man, as regards his
spiritual and eternal destinies, and the rewrards
and penalties which are presented to his view
in that state.

T hese subjects, w hen presented to the im
agination with a force adequate to excite the
m ind to an exclusive and intense concentra-
tion, are susceptible of arousing the passions
to a state of extravagant exaltation, w hich
precludes attention to the ordinary im pres-
sions made on the senses, and leads, not un-
frequently, to a m anifestation of bodily action

corresponding with the existing trains of ex-

cited ideas. T his is the state wffiich has re-
ceived the denom ination of ecstasy. A dif-
ferent degree of affection, from the sam e

causes, but operating in varied force, or upon
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subjects differently constituted, may have the
effect to suppress the corporeal powers, while
the active conceptions, (moulded by a like ex-
cited im agination),) are depicted as present
personalities of the spiritual world, perform ing
in fancied characters, w hose actions ever cor-
respond with the train of ideas passing in the
mind, from w hich im agination derives its plas-
tic m aterials. T his is the affection term ed
religious trance, and may be considered the
m ore advanced stage of the ecstatic condi-
tion described above.

T hese singular m anifestations ofan engross-
ing religious m editation, are generally induced
by im pressive representations of future happi-
ness or misery through eloquent appeals to the
passions of persons possessing a highly excita -
ble nervous tem perament. T liese, from natural
infirm ity of judgment, are often incapable of
exercising a rational discretion on occasions in
w hich their active em otions are aroused. M ore
rarely they originate from self-directed m edi-
tation on the subject of future rewards and
punishments, excited by attention to former
vivid im pressions, recalled by the aid of mem
ory ; or by a lively reflection upon the impor-
tant facts having relation to their spiritual re-
sponsibilities. W hatever may have been the
influence by which the mind has been indu-

ced to its excited train of meditations, it be-

8
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8 2 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION

comes tem porarily inadequate for the per-
form ance of its accustom ed discrim inating de-
cision ; and w hat s m ost singular, the fic-
tions w hich are embraced in this state, are
generally adopted as facts in its history, after

a restoration to its normal condition *

* It has ever been a m oo ted g uestion w ith m e tap hy -
sicians, w hether the m ind, durin g its corporeal connec-
tion, at any tim e e x is ts in a state o f to ta | in a c tiv ity or
th o ug htle ss g uiescence. I't has b een contended b vy
som e, th a't in every condition o f sleep, how ever pro

found, or grave disease o f the brain, as apoplexy, & ¢

com bin ation s o f ide as continue in a degree o f a c tiv ity H
b ut th at th e ir train s, in a state o f deep natural sleep, or
in th e apparent unconsciousness o f disease, are on ly

in capable of being re ca lle d on th e change to a s ta te o f

w a ke fulness, in consequence o f th e fa ilu re o f m e m ory
to re cord th e m on its ta b le t. In such view , it is on ly
th e m e n ta | acts o f im perfe ct sleep, or less grave d is -
ease, w hich becom e th e subiject o frecollection on th e ir
rem oval. O th ers suppose th at m e n tal a c tion , in th e
m o re sound form s o f sleep, or in th e deep le th a rg vy o f
disease, particip ate o f th e torp or w hich enchains th e
a ction o f th e senses, and becomes, lik e these, dorm ant
and in active

I f th e la tte r th e o ry is correct, it is m a n ife st th at a
tem porary b la n k is produced in th e h is to ry of m enta
action, during each a ffe c tio n o f causes producing th is
tem porary sym pathy w ith its corporeal consociate. A l-
th o ugh evidence m ay b e w a n tin g to disprove th is la st
p o s ition, yet (w hether considered as a p o s itive or nega
tiv e argum ent) it can b e m ade b ut little a v ailable in
p roof o f s ke ptical m a te ria lis m

It m u st appeartr m a n ife st, th at during its union w ith
m a tte r, th e m in d is in a dependent p o s itio n , and m u st
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A lthough a due degree of zeal may actuate

th e subjects thus dem onstrably affected, yet

necessar rily, from th e n ature o f th e connection, be sub
je ¢ te d b vy sym pathy to th e various a ffe ctions w hich in
flu e n ce th e la tte 1 ; consequently, th e m in d is in a d e
g re e m ade s ubiject to th e la w s by w h ic h m a tte r is g o v -

erned

w h ateverjudgm ent, th erefore, m ay be form ed o f the
a c tion or a ffe c tion o f the tw o agents in a state o f con
n e ction , it is in applicable to th at o f e ith e r, w h e n a dis
s o lu tio n o f such union is e ffected . F or th e m in d h a v
ing, by such event, escaped the grosser-r sym pathies in
w h ic h it h e Id p a rtic ip a tio n , m ust be presum ed to re
cover the cap abilitie s o f its o w n inh erent and s u b tle n a
ture , and to a ct in con form ity w ith its s pecific and in
dependentlaw s ;oas it s m a n ife st, fro m observation, th a't
m a tter re verts to th e control o f th e p hysical agencies,
w h en vita lity w ith h o Id s its s uperior in fluence

In d u c tiv e reasoning m ustle ad to th e conclusion, th a't
th e union o f agencies ord in a rily subijected to independ
ent diverse law s, w ould re s u It in a m ode o f a ction es -

s e n tia lly m o dified fro m th at of each, w hen s o le ly g o v

erned by its o rig in a

in flu ences. w e accordingly fin d
in th e connection o f m atter, v ita lity , and m ind, as e x is t-
in g in a sta te of organization, th at the form er (during
such union) acgquires proper-rties n ot e xisting in its ord i-
nary in org anic condition H and at the diss o lution o f th e
connection, it m a n ife s tly assum es th e m o re lim ite d and
in fe rio r a b ilitie s d erived from its o rd in a ry s p e cific la w s
|t is th ere fore a reasonable conclusion, th at the super-rwior
agent, the m ind, (w hich in th e condition o f union h ad
su ffe re d re s tra int fro m its grosser associate,) w o u ld re
g ain its n ative pow ers by th e assum ption o f th e ac -
tio n p erm itte d by th e la w o f its o rig in a | n ature . It

m ay then b e conceived, that, as in tra n c e or ecstasy,
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8 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

there is reason to fear, that m any of their num -
ber are self-deceived enthusiasts, wanting in
profitable knowledge, who therefore have ad-
m itted the natural prom ptings of a highly ex-
cited im agination, as evidence of a degree of
inspiration and divine favoritism , which has
been denied the more rational cultivators of
genuine spiritual devotion

R eligion, as being the practical science of a
future state, ought, unquestionably, to be an
object of primary consideration, and its culti-

vation and acquirement becomes the duty of

w hich has been induced by in ordin a te causes a ffe cting
th e m ind, th e in flu e nce o f this s howuld, in a degree, ac-
qg u ire an ascendancy over its m a te rial associate|, and
th ere by, tem porar rwily, be enabled to act from th e a b ility
d e rived fro m its o w n independent laws o f a ction H or
th a t in case o f b odily in firm ity , in w h ic h th e m in d h as
escaped a sym pathizing action, its pow er should acqguire
a lik e preponderance, and e xercise energies accordant
w ith its untram m e le d a b ilitie s . I'n e ith e r supposition
it w ill b e observed, th a t th e e ffect m ig ht be a lik e e X
te n sion o f ordin ary m ental capability, provided th e d i-
verse causes produced a lik e suspension o f th e ir-re la -
tiv e dependencies, through w h ic h th e a ction o f each re
ceives e ssential m o d ific a tio n , and indeed controls a |l

th e ir consociate a ctions

T h e above, howeverwr, is on ly a s peculative sugges -
tio n b utm ay notbe w h o Ily unw orthy o f consideration
in a contem plation o f th e ab struse phenom ena o f th e
anim al econom vy, as w e Il as to m e et th e argum ents
e qgu ally speculative, adduced by m ate rialists in th e sup -

p ort o fth e ir depressing and gloom vy creed

frtx n
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every rational responsible being. T he evi-
dence of its possession, however, is by no
m eans exhibited in these passionate dem on -
strations; but it is more convincingly m ani-

fested by a rational contem plation of its re-

quirements, and a consistent conform ity o f
the hum an attributes to the laws of Deity,
enstam ped both in nature and revelation.
T hese, only, intellect recognizes as based upon
principles of a reason worthy the infinite In -
telligence whence they em anated.

T he founders of the various fanatical sects
have well understood the power which the
faculty of veneration is capable of exercising
over the passions and im agination. T hey have
therefore craftily constructed their tenets and
formularies, in a manner whereby they have
availed them selves of its influence for the ac-
guisition of proselytes to their creeds. H ence
M orm onism is enforced by its appeals to its
im m ediate revelations, and its m arvelous gift
of tongues; and m ost of its devotees, n o
doubt through the influence of the mental
principle suggested and biased by the con -
ceits of a wvivid im agination, conceive them
selves the participants of the marvelous gift.
It is likew ise probable, that the hallucination
w hich leads them to em brace the absurd doc-

trine, im bues the senseless jargon w hich they



D igitized

by

8 G CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

invent, with abounding ideas of the m ost grave
im port.

T he impostor M atthias proclaimed his ow n
nature as partaking of the divine essence, and
his brutish eccentricities, through the exagge-

rating medium of a morbidly active im agina-

tion, appeared to his follow ers (som e o f
w hom possessed otherwise respectable intel-
lectual capacities) as satisfactory evidence of
his claim s. T he bliss of M ahomet’s sensual
paradise was depicted with such intensity, in

the visions of his fanatic soldiers, as to cause
them to disregard tem poral life, so far as to
rush to destruction in battle, with the view to

enter upon its im mortal enjoyment.>*

* A t the siege of a fortre s s (th e nam e o f w hich is n ot
w ith in th e re co Ille ction o f the author) by th e T urkis h
arm vy, under one o f th e ir m ost victo rio u s and d is tin
g uished sultans, the besiegers becam e dispirite d , in con -
seqguence o f th e fa ilu re o f th e ir variously repeated as -
saults fo r its re d uction , and w ere on th e eve o f aban -
d oning th e h opeless underta kin g . At th is ju n c tu re , a
p riva te soldier, in s pire d by h is re lig io u s as w e Il as p a t-
rio tic zeal, announced to his com rades that he b e h e ld a

v ision o f the b la c k eyed h owuris of M ahom et's paradise,

b e ckoning them to an em brace, from th e tops o f the lo fty
tu rre te d w a lls o f the besieged. T h e entranced en th u -
siast rushed forw ard, at the sam e tim e to th e w a Il and
to death, fo llo w e d by h is com rades, w h o h ad im b ib e d
th e sym pathetic contagion, and w h o im m e diately shared
th e sam e fate . T h e in fe c tio n becam e generwal in th e
arm y, and a fu rio u s assault of the castle ensued, w hich,
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In the mental phenomena of dream s, ghosts,

insanity and trance, there exists no inconsid-

erable degree o f relationship. E ach are
characterized by the sim ilar illusory im ages
w hich are attendant. T hey are, however, di-

verse as regards the causes, and the physical
condition from w hich they originate. T he
former have been noticed as consisting of an
incongruous com bination of sensations in store
in the mind, in a state of sleep, without the
im m ediate action of the senses; though the
passing dreamy trains m ay be essentially in -

fluenced and varied by suggestions directed

through these.* Dreams are conducted in -

a fter a desperate re sistance by th e besieged, and a fe ar-
fu l carnage o f th e assailants, w a s dem olished, and its
b rave d efender-rs fe Il a s acrifice to th e alm o st superhu -
m an energies e x c ite d by th e illu s iv e v is io n o f th e

fa n a tic .

* In sleep, w h e th er attended by dream s or not, th e
a tte n tio n is suspended by th e e x is tin g to rp o r; th e re -
fore, im pressions m ade on th e senses are notrecognized,
e xcept as suggestive o f o b jects connected w ith th e
tra in s o f th ought passing in th e m ind, or as having th e
e ffe ct to change the trains to others having a re la tion to
th e im pressions m ade. T h e senses have notunfreqguently
th u s b een em ployed to e x to rt secrets from dream ers, in
th e unguarded condition o f the m in d in sleep . T hus
w h is p ering in th e ear ofa dream er, w ill o fte n o b ta in a
p e rtin e n t re p ly to g uestions re la tiv e to th e p assing
m e ntal action . A person entering the room of a sleeper,
o fte n suggests a dream o f intended violence and ro b -

O riginal ta n
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8 8 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

dependent of the corrections of attention,

w hich is ever quiescent in a state of sleep ;

hence arises the disconnected chain of events

w hich transpire in mental activity of sleep.
G hosts have been considered as illusory im -
ages, or personifications, represented to the
m ind in a state of wakefulness. T hese are de-

pendent for existence upon a disordered con -
dition of the Lrain and nervous system , hold-
ing no further im portance than the indications
w hich they furnish of the m orbid actions
w hich give them existence.

R eligious trance is, likew ise, usually at-
tended with a variety of personified im ages,
produced by a state of excited m ental activity,
m ostly of a spiritual nature, occurring in in -
dividuals of im aginative, rather than rational
susceptibilities. T hese are excited by exter-

nal im pressions directed through the passions,

or by concentrated attention to subjects re-

lating to future responsibilities. L ike the
b ery. T aste , odors, or cutaneous irrita tio n , & c¢ . fre
g uently change th e e x is tin g dream vy associations to
others suggested b vy th e new s e n s itive irrita tio n . S uch
im pressions, h ow ever, in stead o f dire cting th e m in d to
th e a ction o f o bjects re a lly present, from w h ic h th ey
orig in a te , serve b ut to stim ula te to com b in ation s o f

e x is tin g on its ta b let, w hich are con -
1 s sense irrita te d , or w ith w h ic h it h as
b een associated. * *
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of ghosts, these occur in a state

but unlike those of dream s,

connection is sustained in the
consequence of their being con -
attention w hich, in the others,

desultory.

of ecstasy and trance are the

devotional propensity, they

attended with affections, such as
im agination would naturally depict of
bliss or misery. A ccordingly it
that the drama exhibited to the
the enthusiast, ever holds a

in extravagance with the ex-

m ental affection w hich is in -

induction . A s in dream s,

represented in trance or ecstasy

the causes w hich suggest

phenomena; but as the last

under the direction of a vigo-
far greater consistency of the
m anifested.

diversity exists between the
of ecstasy and trance; the one
exhibition of rapturous exclam a-
accom panied w ith excited and extrava-

action; w hile the mind, in the

intently occupied w ith the

presented for its contem pla-

its influence from the body,

orifjnal frtxn
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and suffers it to rem ain in a state of inaction.
T he primary cause, however, of both being
the same, they are to be considered as but dif-
ferent forms or degrees of the same affection,
producing their various results m ainly through
the force of circum stances in w hich the im
pressions are made, and the diversity of tem

perament presented in different individuals af-

fected . E cstasy is that stage of the affection
w hich may be considered incipient, in w hich
the m ind is more partially withdrawn from
the dom inion of the senses, although their

im pressions are but little, or in no degree, the

subject of attention, in consequence of the
concentration of mental conception on ob -
jects of a supernatural character. T he atten -

tion is so directed to the hallucinations pres-

ent, that sensible im pression is disregarded,
unless applied in more than ordinary force.
In such case, attention may tem porarily be
given to ordinary sensation; but so predomi-

nant is the mental train, that it im m ediately
reclaim s the attention, on the dim inution o f
the cause of its arrest.

In the more advanced stage of the affec-

tion o f trance, insensibility to external im
pressions exists, often nearly representing a
state of death. T he vital functions are per-
formed with dim inished energy; the eyes be-

com e fixed, though the countenance may ap-
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pear otherwise but little changed; and the m us-

cular system is im movable, to a degree that
the limbs usually rem ain in the position where
placed. Indeed there is little doubt, that
m any have suffered vital inhum ation in this
often death-sim ulating condition . O n the
contrary, in religious trance, as in ecstasy,
the mind is occasionally in a preternaturally
elevated state, and its conceptions become
m agnified into a conceived arena, within

w hich are introduced by the im agination, the
greatest variety of spiritual im ages and ob-
jects in dram atic perform ance. So vivid are
som etim es the conceptions in trance, (as would

appear from the relation of its visions,) that the

m ind or soul of its subjects seem s endowed
w ith tem porary energies, surpassing those
m anifested as the joint products with its now
inert earthly tenem ent. T he combination of

thoughtin ideal pictures possesses such activity,
that, in conception, space becomes annihilated
and the mental wanderer, in im agination, is
transported to the regions of his contem pla-
tion, (w hich is m ost com monly heaven or hell,)
and his affections are accordant with the fan-

cied scenes amid which he mingles.*

*The maid of Orleans, the celebrated Joan of A rc,
was undoubtedly an ecstatic enthusiast, whose visions

w ere the natural inspirations of an ardent devotional
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Several diseases, as hysteria, insanity, epi-

lepsey, & c.; m any poisonous drugs, as alcohol,

tem peram ent, aided by a patriotic zeal for the salvation
of the liberties ofher country. That she was herself a
designing im postor, few will believe; but it is m ore
qguestionable w hether she was not the dupe of govern-
m ent agencies, em ployed as an instrument for arousing

a languid French patriotism to a resistance of English

oppression. T here is little doubt that she entertained
full confidence in the inspiration w hich she announced,
and likew ise that she was the heavenly com missioned

agent for the protection ofher country’s liberty.
W hatever may have been the opinion of the French

king and his advisers, relative to her claim s, it is certain

that she possessed popular confidence in the divine
agency which she assumed. The result of such belief
strikingly illustrates the superiority which spiritual con-

ceptions, w hen brought into activity, hold over those of

a tem poral nature, in exciting the mind to energetic
action. It is probable that the main facts, giving ori-
gin to this strange history, will ever rem ain concealed;

but though the causes which led to its development
w ere manifestly illusion, w ith, perhaps, the aid ofdevice,
the effects possessed a reality and im portance no less
than that of the restoration of liberty and distinction to
a nation previously existing 1in a state of degradation
and oppression. T he entire transaction is an illustra-
tion of the adage, that “ truth is o ften m ore strange
than fiction.”

A's the case of the M aid of Orleans was doubtless
one representing the ecstatic form of trance, another
m ay be mentioned strongly illustrative of the more
grave and visibly inanim ate degree of the affection; in
w hich ordinary physical action had apparently ceased,

w hile that of the mind had assumed an expanded range,

accordant with a conception of its mode of operation

O riginal frtw n
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opium , hyoscyam us,thorn apple, (stram onium ,)
hem lock , (cicuta,) and som e others, occasion
w hecn freed from its corporeal em barrassment. It is

during such affection that its action appears as under
the guidance of its own peculiar laws of action. T he
case isthat of Henry Engelbreclit, as related by him
self, and may be found in Blackwood’s M agazine, M ay
No., 1847.

In the year 1G23, exhausted by intense mental ex -
citem ent of a religious kind, and by abstinence from
food, after hearing a sermon which strongly affected
him , he felt as if he could combatno more, so he gave
in and took to his bed. There he lay a week without
tasting any thing but the bread and wine of the sacra-
m ent. On the eighth day, he thought he fell into the
death struggle ; death seemed to invade him from be-
low upwards ; hisbody became rigid; his hands and feet
insensible; his tongue and lips incapable of motion;

gradually his sight failed him , but he still heard the la-

ments and consultations of those around him. This
gradual dem ise lasted from m id-day till eleven atnight,
w hen he heard the watchman ; then he lost conscious-
ness of outward im pressions. B ut an elaborate vision
of im mense detail began ; the them e of which w as,
that he was first carried down to hell, and looked into

the place oftorm ent; from thence, quicker than an ar-

row , was he borne to paradise. In these abodes of suf-
fering and happiness, he saw and heard and smelled
things unspeakable. Those scenes, though long in ap-

prehension, were short in time, for he came enough to
nim self by twelve o’clock, again to hear the watchman.

It took him another twelve hours to come round en-

tirely . H is hearing was first restored ; then his sight;
feeling and motion followed ; as soon as he could move
his lim bs he rose. H e felt him self stronger than before

the trance.”

Orf"mltan
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ally resem ble trance and ecstasy in the pro-
duction of sim ilar false im ages, mental exalta-
tion, and bodily im m obility. W hile, however,
the false conceptions induced by disease, or
drugs,are desultory com binationsofideal trains,
bearing a resem blance to those of dream s, the
visions of ecstasy and trance are arranged in
consistent connection, and though usually
originating from external im pressions m ade
through the senses of sight and hearing, they

may be continued to an indefinite period, solely

by ideas of consciousness. W hile, likew ise,
the mental im ages resulting from disease and
m edicines are painful or agreeable, in accord-

ance with the character of the bodily stim u-
lus by w hich they are prompted, and wusually
subside on the term ination of the morbid ac-
tions which give them origin, the spiritual ar-
ray (being the product of em otion, unaccom
panied by diseased action,) com monly contin -
ues in normal and consistent trains, until in -

terrupted or dissevered, either by overpower-

This case, w hile it exhibits the phenomena oftrance,
at the same time goes far to dem onstrate, that it is a
peculiar condition of the nervous system wupon which it
is dependent; as it will appear manifest, that the as-
cetic life, and bodily exhaustion, from insufficient diet,
& c. under which they occurred, were causes wellsuited
to induce the morbid susceptibility with w hich, it has

been contended, the affection is connected.
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ing corporeal im pressions, acting through the
senses, or by the exhaustion of the <cerebral
force by which they are sustained.

T he difference of effect follow ing the sub-

sidence of hallucinations from diseased ac-

tion, and the em otion producing trance, con -
sists in the greater or less debilitated condi-
tion of the system , (occasioned by the latter),)
arising from the unnatural action during its
affection, w hile in trance the functions are
little im paired, because, (during its continu -

ance,) they have remained in a state of inac-
tion and repose. T his preservation of vital
functions in trance, however, exists only in
cases of quiescence of the body, as in the con -
dition of its extatic activity, from the passing
em otion, and the active scenes pictured to the
mind, it must necessarily (as a condition o f
its nature) suffer a degree of exhaustion.

It has been stated, that in the state of
trance there exists an entire subsidence o f
voluntary action, during w hich the vital func-
tions are perform ed w ith dim inished force.
T his is owing to the withdrawal from these
of a portion of their ordinary nervous influ-
ence, for the sustentation ofthe exalted m ental
energy in the production of the visions w hich «*
engross the mind’s attention. T his explanation
is derived from a recognized principle of the

animal economy, that exalted concentrated
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96 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION .

action existing in an organ, can alone be
sustained by a withdrawal of that ordinarily
assigned for the support of the functions of
its associates; and hence, inductive reasoning,
from the known existence of this physiologi-
cal law, would lead to the conclusion, that
bodily torpor, like that witnessed in a state
of trance, would be the result of the highly
concentrated m ental action constituting the
principal phenomena of the affection.

T he various degrees of affection m anifested
between the active dem onstrations of ecstasy
and trance, have heretofore been referred to
the varied effects of circum stances and tem
perament. In aid of these influences may be
m entioned an im portant agency in determ in-
ing the character of these phenomena, derived
from the relative susceptibilities existing in

different individuals, betw een the brain and

nervous system . In this view , persons of
greater cerebral im pressibility, through favor-
ing causes, will present the m anifestations of
more marked trance, with its array of illusory
visions, w hile ecstasy, with its varying de-
grees of corporeal action, is the effect of sim i-
lar causes, acting wupon persons w hose ner-

vVous system s (the primary agents of anim al
m otion) possess preponderating susceptibili-

ties.
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notice of dream s and ghosts, as pre-

indications of com ing events, it was

their vague and indefinite indi-
to render them advantageous to

and therefore, that the dubious

W ere irreconcilable w ith the
benevolent economy conceived as
the unavailable adm onition. A n

argument

derivable from the same source, and

of similar application, is worthy of considera-
tion in an investigation of the subject of reli-
gious trance. It is presumed as not claim ed,
that the supposed inspiration of this affection,
im parts a revelation of superior precepts for
the direction of the spiritual devotion of its
favored recipients. It is, therefore, difficult to

discern

in

nevolent

partial

and

of favors

com m on

such m anifestations, a wise and be-
object, as it must appear evidently
discrim inating 1in the distribution
C hristian professors, and m anifest-
derogation of the attributes ascribed to

im partial Father of their faith.

facts are wanting which prove

subjects of religious trance excel their

ly in

the
Indeed

that the

more
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excitable tem perament, it may be considered
as an established fact, that the phenomena of

trance are worthy of interest, mainly, as being

dem onstrable of the physiological, or perhaps
pathological singularities, occasionally m ani-
fested by the brain and nervous system , rather
than as spiritual im pressions derived from a

supernatural source.*

N otw ithstanding, however, the view s w hich
have been given of trance and its phenomena,
it is little probable that a large portion of its
subjects merit a rank among deceivers and
im postors; (a charge not unfrequentlym ade;)
but rather they ought generally to be view ed
w ith com m isseration and sym pathy, as enthu -
siasts w ho are denied the physical ability of

sustaining an equipoise of intellect, w hen con -

tem plating a subject which, above all others,
* A w rite r in B lackw ood's M agazine, June N o. 1847,
th us ju s tly rem arks : W ith o u t a t a Il com prehending
th e re al character o f the pow er called in to p la vy, m an -
k in d seem s to h ave fo und out, by a *m era palpatio, by
in s tin c tiv e e xperim ent and lu ¢ k vy g roping in th e d ark,
th at in th e stupor o ftrance, the m ind occasionally stum
b le s upon odd s and ends o f strange know ledge and
prescience. T h e phenom enon w as never fo r an in
stant suspected o f ly in g in th e order o f nature. It w as
construed to s u it th e occasion and tim e s, e ith e r in to d i-
v in e in s pira tion , or d ia b o lic a | w h is p ering s . B u t it

w as alw ays supernatural.”
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ECSTASY AND TRANCE. 99

dem ands a dispassionate consideration, as in -
volving eternal destiny.*

Sommnambulism , or sleep walking, is a form
of trance differing from those mentioned, as
it occurs during the ordinary sleep of the
senses, and is doubtless the production of a
degree of internal bodily derangement. In
this affection, the faculties of the mind are in
a state of activity, w hile the senses are locked
in the torpor of sleep. T he corporeal organs,
however, are stim ulated to action by the en-
ergy of the mental trains controling volition,
and prom pting it to act in conform ity with the
passing conceptions and trains of thought.
A variety of acts are often executed in this
condition, of which, as in dream s, previous

w aking thoughts are the prototypes; but

o0t is n ot designed in th e above d iscussion o f th e
character of dream s, visions, & ¢ . to includ e or guestion
th e a uth e n ticity, or im p a ir th e b e lie f o fthose announced
in th e s criptures as prophetic revelations. T hese w ere
e x h ib ite d under circum stances, and accom panied w ith
in tern al and e x tern a | evidence, o f a character w h o Illy
w a n tin g in th o s e here re je c te d as fa c titio u s and S p u T ri-
ous. A s it is conceived th atthe period o f m iracles and
prophecy h as lo ng sin ce ceased, it is deem ed use ful
th at th e m odern n otions, w hich im p ute to th e s e ord i-
nary and e x tra o rd in ary vital m anife stations, a prophetic
character, s h ould b e com b atted by such e x is tin g p hy -
s io lo g ic a | and p ath o lo g ic al fa cts as are b e lie ve d ade -

qu ate fo r th e s o lu tion o f th e ir phenom ena.
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unfrequently, are of a character

them difficult of perform

affected individual in his ordinary
sort of intellectual sense ap-
office of the natural senses

by which opposing objects are
expedients are em braced, for the

plans in progress of execution,

equaling those of sensible

form of the affection resem
its being the execution, or
action, of ideas previously ex-
; but it holds the distinction
of action by, and being conducted
supervision of a wakeful attention,
possessing consistency in their
It resem bles both religious
ecstasy, by its union of the con -

activity of the one, with the

of the other. A n exalted

com bination is evinced, during
the elevated positions, as the
buildings, precipices, & c¢c. w hich its

seek, as well as by the daring

ot unfrequently encounter.

consists, in its objects usually

the tem poral, instead of the

the surprising fortune of som

although its m anifestations
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correlative,

of dread

corporeal

extinction,

nervous

adopted

singularity far surpassing those of

equaling those of ghosts

religious trance, yet little
been attached to its charac-
phenomena, while the others have

prolific source of supernatural

have, by the credulous, been
and wonder, and not unfre-
and apprehension.

form of trance is the ner-

termed catalepsy, in w hich both

mental powers, especially
tem porally in a state of to-

as has, occasionally, been

ination from actual dissolu -
m ost other diseases of the

arises from morbid causes, af-

the functions of the brain

, and, like them , is to be

apprehension, as regards its re-
the description of this form
pathological, and would em brace

detail of causes and effects of

om itted, as not accordant

plan of discussion.
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S ECT 1O N AV I

E m piricim an d Q uackery — C redulity in M edi-

cin e.

If man’s inherent credulity and love of the
m arvelous have been m ade instrum ental in
subjugating his reason, by means of a facti-
tious theology and a ghostly machinery, ef-
fected by a perversion of his religious and so-
cial instincts, they have likew ise been the ave-
nues through w hich his legitim ate tem poral
interests have been assailed by designing pre-
tenders to his welfare, in m atters connected
w ith his health and life; the instinctive love
of which is ever, with him , an object of pri-
mary care and solicitude. D iseases are mys-
terious agents, the causes of which, generally,
lie concealed among the hidden arcana ofna-
ture, and therefore have too successfully eluded
the attem pts of the wise for their developm ent.
H ence, in periods of ignorance they were
conceived to be the inflictions of m align deities,
and their removal, consequently, was sup-
posed an appropriate duty of priests and di-
viners, through the instrumentality of pray-
ers, incantations, and a variety of m ysterious

agencies.
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10 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

In G reece, and, in some degree, in R om e,
priests were the principal physicians, and
m edication was adm inistered at the shrines o f
tem ples dedicated to the artofhealing. T here
an adequate votive fee insured prescription
from the presiding god him self, who was in
troduced to the credulous patient, doubtless
by the optical deceptions heretofore alluded
to; or, in the case of patients of lesser con -
sideration, through his interm ediate agent the
priest. It is to be presumed, however, that a
large portion of the afflicted of disease, were
not of sufficient consideration, or thatthey did
not possess the means requisite to proffer a
sacrifice adequate to obtain such distinguished
prescription ; or that, in consequence of more
grave disease, many would be unable to en-
dure the fatigue of a personal attendance at
the templar fountain of health. Such were
necessarily assigned to the care ofthe em pirics,
or ancient quacks. T hese, by confident as-
surances, by incantations, by m agic and in -
cense, with the pretension of propitiating the
m align deity, or, more properly, malaria, aided
by secret nostrum s, like their successors of the
present day, did not fail speedily of term i-
nating the disease, or the existence of their
patients.

Others, however, of weaker faith in m ys-

tery and the marvelous, who reasoned that
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W ere content with physicians possessing a
knowledge of its nature and causes, but of
far less pretensions. T hose who, like H vy-
pocrates and G alen, were educated in the
rational or m atter of fact schools, who pos-
sessed the qualification of a scientific know -
edge of the organic structure, its diseases, with
their causes, and the agents which observation
had suggested as
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106 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

appeared divested of its legitim ate suprem acy

in the conduct of hum an actions, and knavery

and imposture flourished with a success un-
paralleled in the history of nations holding
pretensions to civilization. M edical science,
during this period, became merged in the

grossest em piricism , and, as a consequence, the
m ost absurd theories relative to diseases and
their causes, were embraced by popular cre-
dulity, with an avidity proportionate to their
discordance with reason, and the less inter-
esting deductions of com m on sense.

T he principal object of the pretended
sciences of this period, seem ed to be the de-
velopment of the supposed sublime m ysteries
of alchemy and astrology. T he first of these
depicted visions of the philosopher’s stone, to
w hich knavery and credulity alike ascribed a

power of transm utation ofthe baser metals into

gold, the universal solvent, and the famous
C atholicon, by whose power it was hoped,
that a state of im mortal youth m ight be
sustained by its resistance to the hitherto
m utable character of the human system ; w hile *
the latter assumed to unfold the astral in -
fluences on the organic system and its dis-

eases, together with the nature of plants and
other rem edies. T hese, by virtue of a corres-
ponding influence, derived from the same m ys-

terious source, were presumed appropriate to
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EMPIRICISM A ND QUACKERY. 10 7

sustain or restore a healthy condition of vi-

tality .

At a period in w hich follies, like these, were
able to engross popular attention; in w hich dis-
tinction, in their so-called science, was grad-

uated by the degree of m ysticism and unintel-
ligible jargon assumed by its professors, and
understood neither by the deluder nor deluded,
we need not be surprised atthe ridiculous pre-
tentions resorted to by the rival em pirics, to
prom ote their interests by wexciting a lively
faith in a public eager for the novelties w hich
their inventions em braced. W e accordingly
find these learned worthies contending in sup-
port of the potent virtues of mullen for the
cure ofgrave diseases; of liverwort, and a host
of other, the m ost inert members of the vege-
table kingdom . T he virtues of each (it w as
contended) were derived from the occult in -
fluence ofthe particular planetto whose dom i-
nancy it was assigned. W hat must be sup-
posed, at that tim e, to have distracted the
anxious invalid, in his choice among so many
infallible “ health restoratives ” doubtless was
the fact that,like the modern nostrum -monger,
the advocates of each panacea adduced his
extended catalogue of wonderful cures effected
by his special favorite. N or need we wonder
that relics of saints, that amulets, and the m ost

disgusting mem bers of the animal kingdom , as
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snails, spiders, bats, bugs, and m any

abhorrent objects, should be adm inis-

of potent efficacy in arresting the

m ost desperate m aladies. Shakspeare, doubt-

less,
M acbeth
T h
though

dients

able
the
deluded
guished
T hat
ordeal

portion

derived the recipe of the hell-broth in

from the medicaments of this period.

would have been no less abhorrent,
less poetical, had the principal ingre-
been thus more literally enumerated

ones o f saints, w ith s lim vy s lu g s ;
arts o ftoads, abhorrentbugs

lin d w o rm stings, and to e o f fro g s ;
ool of bats, and tongue o f dog s ;
pid er’'s w ebs, and liz z ard 's le g s ;

rm e d the e m piric w ith h is drugs.”

would be no less tedious than unprofit-
enumerate the various arts by w hich

credulous public, eager for novelty, were

by the quacks of this period, distin -

for its excesses of mental delusion.

some of their patients survived their

is probable; but that a much larger

were victim s to the confidence re-

posed their contem ptible nostrum s, there
ca no rational doubt. T he philosophic
physician is enabled to perceive, from facts
derived from his com m on observation, that

their

prove

0

various formula of prescription m ight

efficacious in many diseases of the ner-
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EMPIRICISM AND QUACKERY. 1009

vous system , requiring the excitem ent of strong
m ental em otion. T his their disgusting ex-
hibitions could not fail to arouse, as their m ys-
ticism s and incantations would, doubtless, in -
duce such superstitious awe, as to prove a
necessary and adequate stimulus to excite the
torporized vital energies ofthe system in w hich
the malady alone consisted. In such condi-
tions of disease, the cure, by these means,
ceases to be a marvel. For it is not difficult
to conceive that, w hen aided by the faith in -
spired by the blind assurance of the quack,
such mental remedy, with the credulous, m ay
surpass, in its effects on particular diseases,
any rational prescription, unattended by the
em otion w hich the mysterious agentexcites in

the m ind of the confiding expectant of its

power.
Baglivi, an old but distinguished physi-
cian, qguaintly rem arks on this subject, “ 1 can

scarcely express how m uch the conversation

of the physician influences even the life of
the patient, and m odifies his com plaints. For
a physician powerful in speech, and skillful in

addressing the feelings of his patient, adds so
much to the power of his remedies, and ex-
cites so much confidence in his treatment, as
frequently to overcome powerful diseases w ith
very feeble rem edies; w hich more learned

doctors, languid and indifferent in speech,
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110 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

could not have cured with the best rem edies
that man could produce.”
T here is no question but that most of the
success w hich attends em piricism , results from
the mental influences with w hich its prescrip-
tions are accom panied. But as most diseases
consist in such derangem ents, either of struc-
ture or function, as require, in addition to this,
the application of appropriate rem edies, it is
deplorable to contem plate the multiform evils
w hich must necessarily have accrued to health
and life by the neglect of these, in conse-
quence of the bestowal of a misguided confi-
dence in the pretended specifics of the em - *
piric, which, if not directly noxious, are inef-
ficient and worthless.
1f, in the dark ages of literature, em piri-
cism of the grossest character wusurped the ;
functions of medical science, and introduced
the grossest superstitions relative to diseases

and their cures, modern periods are not w ith -

out parallels of medical credulity, equally gross

and irrational, though varying in the form s in
w hich it is exhibited. By adverting to the
present state of m edicine, we shall be able to

derive abundant evidence of a predom inant
propensity, in a large portion of mankind, for

the captivating influence of the novel and the

marvelous, in m atters relating to health, as
well as for the existence of knaves who cater
O I”nal from
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EMPIRICISM AND QUACKERY. [

to amiable weakness, for the purpose of ob-
taining fame and fortune as the reward of
their unholy avocation.

I f the present period affords too m uch
knowledge to adm it of being deluded by
charms, by saintly relics, or by the incanta-
tions of the m agician, we shall find, in forms
adapted to the wvaried condition of society,
qguacks and nostrum -m ongers, who with arts
no less deceptive, and with im pudence in n o
degree degenerated from that of their occult
predecessors, proffering their nostrum s and
panaceas to the credulous, with assurances of
results on disease, partaking little less of the
m arvelous and supernatural than those for-
merly claim ed for charms and necrom antic
incantations.

W ith the view of dem onstrating the evils

w hich are im posed upon society by the quack

and nostrum monger, it is deem ed useful
briefly to allude to some individual devices,
by which such evils are disguised. A Ithough

it is an acknowledged detraction from the dig-
nity of a philosophical discussion, to descend
to a specific notice of objects so unworthy as

the im postor; or to instance the arts by w hich

his object is attained; yet it may be deem ed
a sufficient apology, that not only the inter-
ests, but the health and happiness of com

m unity, are more or less the penalty of afford-
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112 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

m g encouragement to the nefarious arts w hich

are the secret of his success. Presuming
upon an innate propensity in m ankind for
novelty and m ystery, these will be found an

infallible accom paniment of the pretended dis-
coveries of the empiric. But lest even this
m ight fail to delude the less sanguine to prof-
fer their pecuniary sacrifice at the shrine of
the worthy discoverer, each nostrum , in addi-
tion to this, and the most unblushing assu-
rance of its infallibility, is ushered forth w ith
captivating m ottoes, im posing appellatives, and
a host of fictitious, purchased, or volunteered

attestations* of their marvel workings in the

* 1t s to b e re gre tte d th a t th e se im p o s itio n s o f th e
qguack s hould s o fre q uently re ceive th e p atronage and
a tte s tin g recom m endations o f m en acknowledged as
e nlig htened and s cie n tific in th e ir respective profe s -
sion s . A Ith o u g h th is is in a degree chargeable upon
in d ivid u a Is o f the various professions, it is presum ed
m o re e specially tru e as regards th ose o f the cle ric al
profe s sion . T h is is evidenced from w itn e s s in g , m ore
fre g uently, th e ir nam es appended to th e certificate s and
p u b lic announcem ents o f the g uack and nostrum -m on -
ger, and th e fa ct, th at som e even venture upon an in -
discriminate pre scrip tion o f th e ir nostrum s! (A pre -

scription is certainly indiscriminate, w hen proffered as a

general curative agent for a Il diseases, lik e m ost nos-
trum s, w hen prescribed by th o s e ignorant of th e ir com

p o s ition .) T his m ay w e Il e xcite surprise, since it w o uld
appear that a m ore th an ordinary je alousy o f lay in te r-
ference in th e d octrin al tenets o f theology is m an ife ste d
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rem oval of diseases the m ost incurable. N ot-

w ithstanding, however, the variety of “infal-

lible’” agents for their cure, announced from
generation to generation, these diseases still,
w ith unabated voracity, prey upon life, and

hurry, with undim inished speed, their victim s
to the tom b. N otw ithstanding, too, the thou-

sands of “ health restoratives®“purifiers of the

in th is profe s sion. w h en, too, it is considered, th at in

m o st o f our colle giate in s titu tio n s , th e rudim e nts o f
anatom vy and p hysiolo gy are ta u g ht as an accom plish

m e nt in general science, it m ig ht be e xpected th at the

very im perfect know ledge o f these subijects th e re re

ceived, w o u Id ra th e r in tim id a te th an g iv e con fid ence
in an in te rfe re nce w ith a m e chanism in w h ic h th ey
h ave h ad e x h ib ite d b ut a vie w o f its e x trem e d e licacy
and com plication, w ith o ut having b een ta u g ht its m o st
in tim a te re lations, or the ch aracter of the agents w h ic h
are adapted to its several parts, w hen in a s ta te o f de -
rangem ent. It is not intended, h ow ever, h ere to s tig

m a tiz e th e clerical profession w ith a charge o f s in is ter
usurpation upon th e province o f th e p hysician . O n
th e contrary, it is g ra tify in g to th e a uthor to express
h is conviction, th a't fe w o f th e m ore in te Ilig e n t o f th at
profe s sion h a b itu a Ily indulg e in th e hazardous e X p e ri-
m ent o f prescription . S o far as the reverse is th e fa ct,
and th e clergym an is prom pted to assum e the respon

s ib le o ffic e o f th e p hysician, it is presum able th at such
interchange o f o ffic e is d ic ta te d by hum ane considera

tions, and th ose fe elings th at origin a te th e dis tin g uis h e d
benevolence w h ic h certain ly characterize th e profe s -
sion, rath er th an w ith th e object, ostentatiously, to d is -
play a suwper rwiority of know ledge and generwal s cie n tific

a tta inm e nts .

Original frum

(jO O g lc
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



114 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

blood” & c., that have appeared in this and
all preceding ages, their deluded partakers,
w hose vitality has survived the ordeal, still
linger invalids along the gloomy pathway of
life; many, no doubt, eagerly waiting some
new will o’ the wisp, by which they are to be

led deeper into the fen w hich it is their object
to avoid.

Such captions as above specified, with nu-
merous others equally significant, are plain
and simple announcements of a m ysterious
agency, w hich the proffered medicament is
adequate to effect. O thers, with pretended

effects no less m ysterious, are ushered forth

w ith a preceding m ysticism , as im plied in the
ouestion, “W hatis itwe callthe constitution]”
w ith others of a sim ilar im port. T hese,
although questions gravely propounded," are

designed as a trium phant announcement, that

the fortunate querist has developed the im

portant mystery w hich the interrogatory in-
volves, together w ith the wonderful remedy
w hich is alone adequate for |its preservation.
O thers are introduced to the notice of the

public w ith the m ost expressive and signi-

ficant appellatives of G reek derivation, as
“panacea,” Or cure all; “ hygiene,” or health
restoratives, & c¢c.; or the less euphonious names
of “pain killer,” “poor m ans plaster?” & c.

O thers are not deem ed unworthy of receiv-
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EMPIRICISM AND QUACKERY. L1s

ing the cognomen of the distinguished inven -
tor him self, as “B randreth” “M orrison” “M of-
fat? spills” & c. ; while, others, doubtless w ith
the view to intim ate the probability that they

were revelations of M anitu or Hobomack, are

announced with the names of “ Indian pills?”
“Brant's syrup ” & cC. I f such are boons, pos-
sessing but a small portion of the merit pre-

tended, it must evidently be inferred that they
were the revelation of som e benevolent 1In -
dian deity; not, however, for the benefit of

his friend, the red man, but for his oppressor,

the “paleface?” It is well known to those
acguainted with Indian m edical history, that
chronic diseases, such as consumption, scrof-
ula, & c., for the relief of which these Indian
styled nostrum s are announced, are entirely
unknown to the w ild tribes of that race.

Consequently, neither a knowledge of these
form idable diseases, nor the rem edies for
their removal, could have resulted from In -
dian experience; but must have been deri-
ved, either from his peculiar instinct, or from a
supernatural com m unication from the G reat
Spirit whom the Indian adores.

As most of those mentioned are the more
hum ble species of a genus under consideration,
it may be deem ed invidious to pass without
notice the more extensive and equally pre-

tending species, denom inated steam or botanic
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116 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

doctors. W hile most of the former have, with
assumed modesty, been content with less com -
prehensive names, applied to their progeny
only, such as vegetable pills, vegetable syrup,
See.: the last, with engrossing eagerness, have
grasped w hatever eflicacy a distinguished
name is capable of imparting, and personally
assumed, as a cognomen, not only that of the
vegetable kingdom ,butlikewise thatadditional,
representing the most potent condition of the
aqueous element.

It would seem that, in jealousy lest som e
other inquisitive suitor for the favors of these
departm ents of nature, should extort a portion
of their medicinal secrets, they have insured
the monopoly of primogeniture, by the pro-
tection of a patent. A s these, like their Indian
titled brethren, m ake little pretensions to the
dry acquisitions of science, nor even by length-
ened experience to have explored the intim ate
character and relations of the departm ents
w hose names they have assumed, it may be
presumed that, like them , their reliance for
success with the public is upon the potent and
popular magic of their name, aided by a belief,
com mon with a portion of com munity, that
inspiration, instinct, or necromancy, is m ost
capable of imparting the m ysteries of the ani-
mal economy; the nature of the diseases to

w hich it is subject; and likew ise of indicating
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EMPIRICISM AND QUACKERY. 117

the particular agents by w hich health is to be
preserved or restored. As <claims thus de-
pendent are obviously intangible, and too
rem ote from the precincts of reason to allow
its investigation, or even to be amenable to its
decisions, its greater discretion will, evidently,
be manifested in declining the discussion, and
leave the merits of the system to be determ ined
by the powers alluded to.

L est these various attractive names, mot-
toes and m ysticism s, should fail in procuring
the desired attention for these hopeful pro-
geny ofquackery, we observe, notunfrequently,
the startling caption appended to their an-
nouncem ents, “ Beware of counterfeits!” de-

signed, as all mustperceive, to give im portance

to the wonderful bantling. T his, so far as
successful in beguiling the credulous, is indeed
to be deplored. Butwhen viewed in the light

of the sim ple fact, is sufficiently ludicrous, as
presenting the interesting spectacle, (hopeful
indeed for the honest,) of an attem pt of a
knave to circumvent a knave in the division
of the spoils of deception, and of an appeal to
the anticipated victim to protect the base im
position.

But it is unnecessary to extend the cata-
logue, or further to weary the attention of the
intelligent, by a notice of the contem ptible arts
practised by this class of im postors, w ith

11
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118 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION .

a design to delude the ignorant, and those of

easy faith. T he grossestignorance, or knave-
ry, is the only category in w hich the entire
species can <claim rank. And it is to be re-

gretted, that the public have notlong since uni-
ted to deprive quackery of the ability of prey-
ing upon their interests, by instituting a ra-
tional investigation of the frauds by w hich
such im positions have been sustained. 1 f a
few of the thousands of nostrum s palmed upon
the public are, in som e instances efficacious
as sim ple laxatives or deobstruents, the merits
of all are to be estimated from their degree of
inertnessa character of w hich their inventors
are specially mindful, from m otives ofeconomy
as to the expense of the material used, if not
of regard for the welfare of their deluded pa-
tients. T hey are all to be ranked among the
arts devised to abstract money from the suf-
ferers from disease,w ithoutthe expected equiv-
alent of amended health. Some of a more
active character are destructive of health, and
not unfrequently of life. O thers, as remarked,
may be attended with benefit, when they hap-

pen to be applied to diseases to w hich they

are adapted. But the principal benefitderived
from all, w hen such is the result, is more from
the mental influence of faith and hope, im

parted by the unreserved assurance of their

inventors, and the studied mystery or secrecy
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w ith w hich they are invested, rather than from
the inherent qualities of their respective com

binations. T hat faith and hope render es-
sential aid to m edication in diseases generally,
by the healthful stim ulus w hich they impart,is
not to be questioned; and no judicious phy-
sician will fail to secure their assistance, to a
degree sanctioned by his scientific knowledge
of the results of disease, and his professional
candor. But the em piric, possessing neither
of these essential qualities, but with a corm o-
rant’s eye, directed alone to his individual in -
terest, appeals to credulity and the instinctive
love oflife,to further its attainment. And while
h e aims to excite expectations in all cases,
however desperate their naturalcharacter,w ith
the view to attain this engrossing object, he is
reckless of the sad realities which he is accu-
m ulating to burst upon his victim and friends;
w hich are made poignant to a degree propor-
tionate to the elevation of hope, inspired by

his ignorance and knavery.

It is a fact, difficult of explanation, that
individuals w ho in all cases exercise a sa-
gacity and caution in their selection o f

skillful artisans for the structure or repair of
their most ordinary mechanism s for dom estic

use, should make an exception to their cus-

tomary rule when the vital fabric on w hich

their health and life are dependent, is con -

cerned. In this case, it is m ost surprising
Qrifjnal frtxn
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that those should be discarded who possess a
scientific knowledge of its structure and econ -
omy; and that confidence should be reposed
in pretenders w ho are not only wanting, to
a lamentable degree, in moral and mental en -
dowm ents, but are totally devoid of a know
ledge of the intricate m echanism from w hich
they profess to rem ove em barrassment. It
is probable, however, that a solution of the
problem may be derived from the fact, that
many persons contem plate the organic vital
economy by the rules ofjudgment w hich they
apply to ordinary mechanism s. Instead o f
view ing it as a whole, whose powers and ca-
pabilities are dependent upon an assem blage
of its various parts, which differ from these
only in its am azing com plexity, they rather
consider it as a species of mysterious unity, a
knowledge of which is beyond the reach of
the human intellect, and therefore 1is incapa-
ble of receiving aid from its exercise.

It is, doubtless, rather conceived by such,

that its character can alone be developed by

som e unaccountable process, w hich, in its
origin and nature, has little affinity to, or de-
pendence on, ordinary m ental perception;
but w hich, notw ithstanding, is adapted to

develop the mystery of the vital mechanism

and the character of its derangem ents. W ith

those who arrive at conclusions so irrational,
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relative to the animal economy, it is not sur-
prising that notions the most absurd should
exist, regarding the agents by which its dis-
ordered condition is to be effectually counter-
acted, or even its healthy actions sustained.
If those who entertain such vague and un-
defined notions of the animal economy, would
but exercise that degree of reason w hich they
apply in their judgments of the nature and
properties of ordinary mechanism , and avail
them selves of means within the power of all
for a due estim ate of its character, they would
learn that its results, like m ost of these, pro-
ceed from a com plicated assem blage of in -
ternal organs, holding marked relations, each

being essential to the specific identity of the

general system atic action, and all being alike
dependent for healthy operation upon the
law , in accordance w ith w hich its struc-
ture W as m odeled. T hey would lik ew ise
learn that this, in consequence of superi-
ority of mechanism , is infinitely m ore subject

to dangerous em barrassments from the hands
of those ignorant of its structure, than is the
m ost com plicated artificial m achinery from
the interference of those ignorant of its several
parts, and the laws and principles upon w hich
its actions are m ade dependent. In short, they
would, without hesitation, repudiate the pre-

11>
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d 122 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

tender to marvel-working upon the disordered
anim al fabric, w hen such person was unable to
exhibit satisfactory evidence that he was ver-

sed in the science of its structure.
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H om oeopathy.

C redo q u ia im po ssib il e .” *

M ost of the antagonist influences w hich
the science of medicine has encountered in
its progress, consist in the petty and con -
tem ptible devices of the ignorant quack and
nostrum -m onger. T hese generally consist of
but one, or at most a few pretended specifics,
w hich are announced as applicable to all dis-
eases, however diverse may be their character,
or the degree of activity w hich they exhibit.

T he authors of these inventions, (to pro-
m ote their selfish and am bitious designs, hold-
ing no pretensions to science, and generally
w anting the requisite genius or industry to
construct com plicated system s,) confidently
trust their success upon experiments for the
diversion of popular reason, and their alluring
appeals to the existing passion for novelty
and mystery ; an agency w hich their instinc-

tive sagacity gives assurance is paramount to

* “ 1 believe it, for the reason th at it is im p o s s ible ."—

Ancient satiricalparadox.
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124 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION

all others for the accom plishment of their un-
hallowed object.

O ccasionally, however, opposing system s,
the inventions of authors more talented, and
of loftier am bition, have originated from the
labratory of em piricism , such as the atomic
theory of Epicurus, the chemical theory o f

Paracelsus,* that em bracing the astral influ-

* P aracelsus, w ho m ay b e considered th e fa th e r o f
th e chem ical theory, flo u ris h e d at th e com m encem ent
o f the sixte enth century, w hen the science o f chem istry
w as in its in fancy, and w hen its alm ost m agical p he
nom ena e x c ite d th e m o 3t e xtravagant hopes in its re
s u lts . H e possessed undoubted s uperiority o f ta le n t,
and, considering th e p e rio d in w h ic h h e lived, was e m i-
nent for h is s cie n tific a ttain m e nts . L ik e H ahnem ann,
h e announced h im s e If to th e w o rld as a m e dical re
form e r, w ith a boldness, assurance, and self-com pla
cency, w h ic h render h im a w o rth y p rototype o f the
m odern adventurer for the sam e distinction . W e re a
m odern b io g rapher-r o f the pretended re form e rs o f sci-
ence, m orals, and re lig io n , to adopt th e m o de o f P lu
tarc h , by in s titu tin g a com parison b etw e en h is several
subjects, this distin g uis h e d e m p iric is th e one, o f all oth
ers, in w h om h e m ig h t fin d a s trikin g p aralle | to th e a u
th or o fhom oeopathy; as, in self-conceit, boldness, vision
ary th e orizing, and a ffe cte d contem pt o f authority and
e xperience, it w ould b e d iffic u It to discover a “par no-
bile fratrum - possessing a greater assim ilation o f char-
acter and m e ntal g u alitie s

P aracelsus prom ulgated th e th e ory, th at all changes
o f org anic s tructure, con s tituting disease, as w e |l as
th ose inducing s e n ility , w e re th e e ffects o f a deranging
preponderance, of either the a cid or alkalin e constitu -
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ences, termed astrology, & c., each of which,
for a period, became a formidable rival to m edi-
e nts o f th e organs; and in b o th cases, w ere susceptible
of counteraction, by appropriate n e utraliz in g antago
nists, or by addition al supplies to th e d e ficient elem ent.
H is d octrine s, th e re fore w ill be perceived as w h o Ily
b ased on chem is try ; and s o in fa tu a te d d id h e becom e
in th e ir advocacy, th at h e proclaim e d an era, as n ot
on ly h aving dawned b ut had a ctu ally becom e re s plen
dent, through the lig ht o fhis genius, w hen assaults upon
th e citadel o flife , w hether by disease or age, w ere ren
dered im b e cile w hen defended by h is chemical po-
tences.

H e proclaim e d a Il antecedent m edical science and
e x perience b ut a tissue o f errors, in w h ic h th e hum an
m in d h ad ever groped, u n til dissip ated by his w onder-
fu l discoveries S uch w a s h is d ogm atic zeal, th a't h e
caused a co lle ction o f the w ritin g s o f H ip pocrates C e I-
8 us, G ale n , and all preceding w o rks on m e dicine, and
fo rm a lly com m itte d th em to th e flam es, before h is ad
m irin g class o fpup.ils w h ile seated in pom p in h is p ro
fe ssorial cha.ir at the in s titu tio n o f P adua in w hich h e
w as a le cturer and teacher.

I'n arrogant conceit o f his o w n s e lf-im portance, in a
pretended a b ility for e ffe c tin g re v o lutionary re s ults , in
d enunciations of the labors of his predecessors,6 — indeed,
in all respects, except that of asserting a cla im to th e
pow er of resisting th e encroachm ents of age, the G e r-
m an is in n o degree in fe rio r in pretensions to h is P a
duan p aralle I. T h e la tte r com pounded an e lix ir vita e ,
or im m o rta liz in g c a tlio lico n , w hich h e ever bore about
his person, to m eet the em ergency o f a v ita | assault,
and ever proclaim ed his ow n m a te ria | im m o rta lity , as
w e Il as th at o f all others, possessing a fa ith in its re -in
vig ora tin g in flu e nce

It is not im probable th at P aracelsus liv in g at th e
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cal science. But with the subsidence of their
novelties, and by the influence of a science
based upon reason, these visionary fabrica-
tions, each in succession, yielded its pre-em -
inence to som e other, constructed on a sem -
blance more nearly representing the existing
state of the sciences, and more accordant w ith
the varied condition of popular taste and sen -
timent.
p e rio d o f th e daw n o f chem ical science, m ight have en -
te rtain ed honest expectations, that its agents w o u Id e f-
fe ct anew e ra in th e science o f m e dicin e and, perhaps,
accom plish m any o f th e w onders w hich h e announced.
w h atever m ay have b een th e m otives by w hich he was
a ctuated how ever, h e now appears in th e d ilem m a o f
h aving been a d ow nright knave, or an in fa tu ate d m ono -
m aniac. U n fo rtunately for his hopes of a perpetuated
m a te rial e xistence, he die d in a s tate o f in to x ic a tio n at
about the age o f fo rty , w ith his v ita liz in g e lix ir in h is
p ocket. H e w as e qgually unlucky in securing for h im
self posthum ous fam e as a p u b lic b enefactor, as h is
s upertrior in te Ile ct, in connection w ith h is lo fty preten
sions, served on ly to s tig m a tiz e h is m em ory w ith th e
d erogatory title o f prince o f quacks.
T here is little d oubtthat the

Longing after immortality,”
or

The secretdread and inward horror

O f falling into naught,”
h ave prom pted m ost o f the boasted reform ers in m e d i-
cine, as w e Il as in m o rals and re lig io n to th e ir s tre n u -
ous e ffo rts a lth o ugh th e a lte rn a tiv e in prospect m ay
alone have been a lik e unpropitious and in fam ous re
m em brance.
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T he latest, and the existing theory of this
description, is that denom inated homoeopa-
thy, the invention of an ultra conceited G er-
man, of som e talent and som o pretensions to
science, named Hahnemann.* T he assumed
principles of this theory are equally novel with
those enumerated, and opposed to all observa-
tion and experience of the lights of medical
science, for the past three thousand years.
T his system is based on pretensions w hich,
(if true,) dem olish the conclusions of all pre-
vious investigators of the agents em ployed for

th e removal of diseases; and it must be ad -

* T h e e n tire o f th e w ritin g s o f this visionary is b u t
a tis s u e o f conceitedness, uniform ly e g o tistical, and se If-
laudatory o f his ow n sagacity, as m anife sted in his w o n -
d e rful discovery. T h e title o f his w ork called “ 0 rg a -
non " w as adopted, no d oubt, from a conceit o f the in
te lle ctu al resem blance o f the a uthor w ith th e im m o rtal
B acon, w hose w ork, on th e inductive m e th o d o f reason -
in g, is sty le d “ N ovum O rganum

T h e fo Ilo w in g affords but a sm all specim en from th a t
w o rk o f his s e If-laudatory and self-com placent m ethod
o f w ritin g : o a m th e first w ho pursued th is p ath w ith
perseverance th at could alone re sult from , and be sup-
p orte d by the in tim a te c o nviction o f th is great truth , so
valuahb.le to th e hum an race, th a t th e hom oeopathic

adm inis tra tion o f m edicines is the sole m ethod o f curing
disease.” — Organon,page 137.

It is impossible th at there should be any other true
m e th od of curing dynamic diseases, besides hom oeopa-

thy .» — 1bid.
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the hitherto wuniversally received

proportionate relations w hich

causes hold with their effects, in
philosophy, require essential m odi-
the acknowledgem ent of the

strange, not to say preposterous

claim should be preferred, for

of belief in established opinions and
may well excite derision, w hen it
that its wvalidity consists, not
developments of time and e X -
observation of facts, accum ulated by a
and intelligence, but m ostly on

lucubrations of the inventor, H ahne-

the assumed experience of his
in aggregate of talent, are far

rank equal with the medium

of medical reputation.
addressing the intelligent, it cannot be
adduce evidence to prove, that

of science has attained its pre-

com parative state of perfection, through
labors of intellect in all pre-
nor that medicine, one of the
com plicated of the sciences, involving

problem s of the animal econo-

of being an exception, presents a

a greater succession of intel-

for its successful cultivation,
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than any other branch oflearning. 1f, there-
fore, it has failed to acquire the exactness to
w hich other sciences have attained, it is to be

im puted to the yet insufficient period w hich
has elapsed since its origin, adequately to de-

fine the com plicated principles upon w hich

it is based, rather than to the want of talent
and assiduity with which it has been culti-
vated.

N o individual, versed in the science of hu-

man nature, would for a m oment give heed to
pretensions, that the existing degree of civil-
ization, w hich has resulted from a progessive
process through ages, could be developed in
barbarous com m unities w ithin the shortperiod

of a few months, or even years, by the teach -

ings of one or a few individuals. Nor would
such adm it, that the wonderful inventions in
the arts, as the steam engine, & c., instead of

resulting from a happy application of princi-
ples which were the product of the com bined

intellect of various ages, were the sole and in -

dependent offspring of the individual genius
of their authors. Y et such conclusions, in
regard to civilization and the arts, would b e
no more irrational, than the belief that a sys-
tem , like that of m edicine, could originate and
b e perfected by the labors of an individual,
however great his genius, w hich should be

more perfect, and more worthy of confidence,
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130 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

than that based upon the experience and in -
tellectual contributions of men the most dis-
tinguished for talent, and deeply skilled in the
science of the animal economy, during the
period of more than thirty centuries.

Such, it will be understood, are the claim s
of homoeopathy, which is known to be found-
ed solely on the speculations of its inventor
and a few recent followers, who, as has been
noticed, generally hold a minor rank in the
profession to w hich they claim to belong.

T he above view of facts, in connection w ith
the im portantconsideration, that the principles
upon which medical science is founded, have
not only been sustained, but essentially
strengthened by the sanction of men of the
highest standing for literary acquirements and
talent in every era of its history, and hav-

ing at the present period obtained the assent

of nearly all its enlightened and unbiased pro-
fessors in every country, warrant the highly
im portant suggestion to all who are not inti-
m ately versed in the science of the anim al

economy, (previous to yielding their faith to

such novel pretensions as that of homoeopa-

thy,) to institute a scientific exam ination o f
the time-tested system , which it aim s to sup-
plant ; and this, with the view of estim ating
the merits of both, from a rational compari-

son of their respective claim s.



It

fluence

doctrines

dence

all em pirical
tended
health
like charitable
professional

quaintance

th e social

consist
idea
charge
ture.
It is

the claim s
m edicine,
fer for

candid

w ith

allusion

prom

terize

judgm ent
respective

T he

m ost

ence,

Digitized Iy, G ¢ j

searcher

HOMOEOPATHY. 13 1

presumed, that honest convictions in -
non-professional converts to the
homoeopathy, to repose con fi-
upon that most inefficient of

system s that has ever yet pre-

contribute to a restoration of
state of disease. But, if a
vindication- is extended to its
advocates, w h o profess an ac-
w ith m edical science, it must alone
unenviable m antle, the “one

frequently adduced to protect

religious fanatic from the

am bition and direct im pos-

designed m inutely to discuss

the established science of

and homoeopathy, respectively prof-

consideration. B ut that the

after truth may be supplied

w hich to base his conclusions,
briefly be made to some of the

and principles which charac-

by a com parative view , the

more readily decide on their

extended experience of all the

distinguished cultivators of medical sci-

that the effects of medicinal
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substances on the hum an system hold a
relation to the quantity applied; and that
such effects are modified, in various degrees,
proportionate to such quantities, from their
action as a destructive poison, to their term i-
nation in alm ost infinitely m inute effects ; or
their entire inefficiency, from m inuteness of

quantity, to act upon the vital organism

M edicines, w hen applied to the structure of
the economy, form no exception to the physi-
cal law, that active forces, or causes, are re-
quired to bear a relation to the amount of
force to be acted upon ; or, in short, the cause
is required to be adapted to the effect expected
to be produced. T hus, if in the human sys-
tem diseased action exists, the counteracting
effects of the medicine given for its rem oval,

is required to be of sufficient force to over-

come, or control it; and the quantity adm in -
istered is to be graduated in relation to the
force of the diseased action. Or if the entire
vital action is designed to be suppressed, large-

ly increased quantities of the same, constitu -
ting a medicinal poison, is required for its ac-
com plishment.

Every tyro in natural philosophy possesses
the knowledge, that quantities of the explo-
sives, such as gunpowder, which would be
adequate, when placed in suitable situations,

to dem olish the largest buildings, or to disinte-
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grate the largest rocks, may, by extreme di-
vision, have its power so modified, as to m ani-
fest effects scarcely appreciable upon m asses

oi far less magnitude than those instanced.

Indeed, it may be assumed as an incontro-
vertible position, that all m aterial agents,
w hether organized or inorganic, when re-
quired to act upon other matter, will fail in

their desired operation, unless, by their m ole-
cular com bination, a power is generated pro-
portionate to the effects sought to ©be pro-
duced ; or, in other words, to the bulk of mat-
ter to be affected by its force. T hus the life

of the infant is destroyed by a quantity o f

opium , or other poisons, w hich the adult
m ight take with im punity. W hen given for
rem edial purposes, all m edicines produce re-
sults in a ratio corresponding with the quan-

tities given and the age of the recipient, sub-

ject however to the occasional exception of

m odification by peculiar idiosyncrasy. Com
bination of kernels of gunpowder will im pel
the cannon ball through the hull of the dis-

tant ship, w hile the individual grain is incapa-
ble of com m encing its action. And in no in-
stance whatever, except in the brain of the
arrant visionary, can a different perception of
the laws to which m atter is subjected, be en-

tertained or countenanced.
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N ow , in application ofthe foregoing reason -
ing to medical science, it may be stated, that
the m ost lengthened experience has deter-
mined, that diseases are agencies acting in

contravention to healthy system atic action

and generally, if uncontroled by remedies, or
the sanatary efforts of the economy, termin-
ate in the dissolution, or serious detriment
of the fabric invaded. T he sam e length -
ened experience has determined, that certain
m edicinal agents, adm inistered in quantities
suitable for the existing em ergency, possess

the ability, often to overcome such deranged
action, and to effect a return to a state of
health, by the counteraction and expulsion of
the causes by which it has been interrupted.

For the purpose of rendering aid to com

m on-sense conclusions, at w hich it is im por-

tant that all, whether professional or non-pro-
fessional, should arrive on this subject, a few
facts w ill briefly be adduced, w hich are deem

ed incontrovertible, as they have been estab-
lished by the general assent of all rational
physicians in every age and country.

A large proportion of diseases have ever

been acknowledged as originating from de-

rangement of the organs o f digestion ,* in
* T h e secondary cause of m ost diseases is derived
by H ahnem ann, fro m itc h or s ip h ilis , w h ic h h as b een
: Original frtwn
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consequence of the irritation of their im m e-
diate contents. I'n such cases their rem oval
is desirable, and is often speedily effected by

em etics, of which tartarized antimony 1is one

of the most im portant. T his, given in doses
of from three to six grains, or in less quanti-
ties, in com bination w ith other em etic sub-
stances, in proper proportions of each, (as

is usually practised,) often speedily removes

the irritating contents of the stom ach, and
w ith them the general diseased action. T he
same medicine, w hen exhibited in much di-

m inished doses, as from the one-eighth to the

sixteenth or tw entieth of a grain, varied o f
re p e lle d in to th e system , by alloeopathic tre atm e n t; the
p rim ary cause o f these diseases b e in g m e n ta l. H o w
ever skeptical m ay b e a llo e opathic p hysicians, as to h is
reasoning s re g ardin g th e m ental o rig in o f the form er
disease, doubtless a Il w il y ie Id th e ir assent as regards
th e la tte r. w ith such vVie w o f diseases, it is not sur-
p ris in g th at sulp hur and m e rcury in “ potenccs" (H a h
nem ann) o f a m illio n th , or trillio n th of a g rain, s hould
ra n k am ong h is m o st fa vorite rem e die s . It m ust be

presum ed th at H ahnem ann's reasonings re g arding h is
th e ory o f the m e ntal o rig in o f diseases, have been s a tis -
fa c to ry and convincing to all his fo Illo w e rs ; as, otherw ise,

it w o wu lId be e vincing a w antof respect to th e ir in te Ile cts

to suppose, th at th ey could b e stow a fa ith upon liis
m o le cular or atom ic doses; w hic h , lik e m ath e m a tical
p oints , are ra th er o b jects o fm ental conception, than an

e x istence susceptible of dem onstration by any e vid ence

derived from im pressions m ade on th e senses.
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13 6 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

course by age and peculiarity of constitution,
without producing em etic action, has been de-
termined, by the same general experience, to
be one of the most valuable rem edies in fe-
brile diseases, by its action 011 the skin and
lungs, producing perspiration and expectora-

tion, effects m ost salutary in this class of af-

fections. If the quantity given is so gradu -
ated as to produce slight nausea, w ithout
em etic effects, its efficacy, in general, is m ore
m anifest. G iven in quantities much dim in -
ished from those mentioned, its effects are in -

appreciable to the senses either of the pa-
tient or physician. Calomel, in doses of from
five to fifteen grains, is a valuahle cathartic ;

and when the quantity is dim inished to one

half, or one fourth of one grain, is an alterative
or deobstruent. B utin quantities much less-
ened, these weffects disappear, and the system
m anifests n o recognizance o f its presence
w ithin it. M any of the spasm odic affections
yield to large exhibitions of opium , as from

tw o to several grains, w hile the ordinary dose
of one grain rarely is capable of controling
them . In ordinary instances, one grain will
generally produce quiescence, or sleep, in
adults; but essentially dim inished from this
quantity, its sensible effects will be slight, or
in no degree noticeable. It is unnecessary

further to particularize substances em ployed
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HOMOEOPATHY . 137

as remedies, but it may be generally stated,

that all rem edial agents act upon the sys-
tem w ith lik e proportionate effects to the
quantities adm inistered. If essential devia-
tions from the effects stated, occasionally oc-
cur in individual instances, such are but rare
deviations from a general law, and but prove

the exceptions which may arise from individual
idiosyncrasies, repulsive of the action of par-
ticular rem edial agents.

In this connection will be noticed the preten -
sions of the hom oeopathic theory, which assigns
to all diseases a primary origin in the mind, and
w hich is assumed as proved and substantiated

by the speculations and experience of H ahne-

m ann, and a limited number of his disciples.*

* It h as b een s ta te d , in a previous note, th a t th e
chem ical th e ory of P aracelsus w a s based upon th e as -
sum ption, th at the causes o f diseased a ction consisted in
th e predom inance o f an a c id or an a lk a li; and th at to
e ffe ct th e ir rem oval, sim ple n e utraliz in g re-agents w ere
re g u ire d . T h e th e ory of H ahnem ann rests on the posi-
tion, announced w ith eqgual dogm atic assurance, th at all
diseases are o f prim ary m e n ta | o rig in ; consequently,
reasoning a 'priori upon such im puted cause, w ith th e

object o finvestigating curative agencies for disease thus

generated; m ust in e vita b ly h ave le d th e d is tin g u is h e d
discoverer to h is celebrated m axim , sim ilia sim ilibus
curantur ; or, lite ra Ily , th atrem edies, to prove efficacious
on a cause th u s subtle, m us:t possess a s im ilar re fin e d
character to th at o f th e agency to b e e ffe c te d . T his
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13 8
It is designed, by this method, to facilitate ra-
tional conclusions, by means of a ready com -
m ode o f reasoning m ust necessarily h ave ta ug ht him
th at such cause (in th e lucid language ofthe author ofO r-
ganon) cannot otherw ise be assailed and e ffe cte d th an
in a (denamiC) spiritualmanner; n e ith er can such m or-
b id d isturb ances or, in other w ords, such diseases, be
rem oved by th e p hysician, except, in like manner,by
means of the spiritual (dinamic visual) countervailing
agency of suitable medicines, acting on the same vital
principley— Organon,page 85.
M any m e tap hysicians have reasoned th at th e m in d is
a sort ofm onad, possessing neither parts nor extension H
a k in d of m athem atical p oint, e x is tin g w ith o ut actua/l
e x is te n ce ; in fa ct, an e n tity , in tan g ib le | unextensible,
undefinable, yet acting, active,k6 e ffective, and susceptible
o f b eing a ffe cte d O n the presum ption th at the a uth or
o f hom oeopathy b elonged to th is class o fpsychological
sages, th e b e awuty and m a g nitude o f h is discovery,
th a t lik e cures lik e , m ustbe apparent. F or the m ind
w ants th e pow erofoconceiving ofan agency m ore subtle,
and o fa character m ore accordantw ith , and lik e its o w n
n ature as above d e fined, th an th a t e x h ib ite d in a h o
m o e opathic d e c illio n th or s e x tillionth parto f an ordin ary
alle o e opathic dose o f chem ically concentrated, or other
drugs I'n view of such magnitude of minuteness, it s
n ot s urp rising th a t H ahnem ann's e XxXponent, th e im a
g in a tiv e Jocelin, should, in ra pturous adm ira tion o f th e
w isdom o f his G erm an m aster, have w ritte n th at one
m an by H ahnem ann's process, can, in a s in g le day,
e ffect a gre ater com m inution o f a substance th an cou ld
h ave been e ffe c te d in a dire ct m ix ture by th e com bined
la b or o f th e w h o le hum an race con tin u ally operating
since the cre ation o f A dam T h e la b or that b uilt the
pyram ids is n o th ing in com parison to th at o feven th e
eighteenth potence by such a process; thatis,by thorough
ly tritu ra tin g one g rain w ith a s e x tillio n th o f a g rain [
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diseases to reduce their action, by the ho-
m oeopathic theory, undergoes equal division
and attenuation with antimony, in which state
its powers are claimed as appearing in their
greatest development.

A's a particularity of detail would be but a
repetition of the same principle of exhibition,
applied to the various remedies em ployed in
hom oeopathic prescription, it is deemed suffi-
cient to state, that quinine, ipecacuanha, aco-
nite, cicuta, and indeed their entire catalogue
of medicines, are adm inistered in the sam e
form of infinitesim al reduction of doses, as
those of antimony, calomel, and opium .*

In considering the preceding illustrations,
derived from the physical laws, the Homoe-
opath will most probably object, that such are
not applicable to the animal economy; as this
is subject to the influence of a vital force,

* A g lo b ule o f sugar, im pregnated w ith th e ju ic e
o f aconite, o f th e d e c illio n th degree o f dilution cures th e
m ost violent ple uritic fe ver in tw e nty -fo ur hours at fu r-
therest.— Organon,page 16, hote.

I't is taught by H ahnem ann, th at th e h om oeopathic
m e dicinal agent, selected by a s k illfu 1 p hysician, w ill
convert it {the disease,) in to another m edicinal disease,,
w h ic h is analogous, but rather m ore intense,” “andth is
in tu rn is e asily subdued by the v ita | pow ers, leaving
in its p rim itiv e state o fin te g rity and health, the essence
or substance w hich anim ates and preserves the body." —
See Organon,page 90. el
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HOMOEOPATHY. 141

w hich furnishes the law of its action. In re-
ply to such objection, it may he stated, that it

is not a fact that vitality is a power inde-

pendent of the laws governing ordinary m at-
ter ; it only holds an agency in the econ-
omy, which, during its existence, so modifies
its action as to render aid in effecting the

specific changes which characterize the pecu-
liar com binations of matter, constituting a liv-
ing fabric, in contradistinction to its ordinary
aggregation.

T hus gravity is not in any degree suspended

in its action on the general vitalized com
pound. T he heart circulates the blood on
principles strictly m echanical, deriving from

vitality only its structural abilities, and a stim
ulus inciting its contractile and im pulsive ca-
pabilities. It requires for its exertion of nor-
m al healthy action, an amount of stimulus
equal to that supplied by the entire volume of
the blood ; and as in many diseases this stim
ulus is defective, it is reasonable to presume

that the artificial supply must be supplied from

SO urces m ore abounding in pow er th an th e
th e atom ic “ potences?” o f h om oeopathy.

T h e stom ach , liver, & c ., furnish fluid s
charged w ith suitable chem ical agents, to e f-
fect digestion of th e food, and its preparation
for system ic nutrim ent. Indeed, the functions
generally are m ade dependent upoa the ordin -

13
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consists of, or is doubtless

attended with, an increase or dim inution of the

chemical stimuli which ordinarily abound in
the blood.

C hemistry conclusively shows, that the ani-
m al fabric is com posed of a variety of ele-
m entary constituents, m any of w hich , as car
b on, sod a, potass, lim e sulp huwur, p hosphorus,
iron, & L furnish h om oeopathy w ith its m o st
efficien t rem edies. It is probable th at th e
qguantities o f th ese various elem en ts o f th e
sy stem |, ex isting in th fluids and solid s o f
every adult, w h ich substances, as m edicines,

are e x h
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im al doses, as h is

furnish
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HOMOEOPATHY. 14 3

suffice for active prescription, the entire period

of the longest professional Ilife, if not of sev-
eral lives.

A n illustration still more dem onstrative of
hom oeopathic irrationality, m ay be derived

from the phenomena of diseases m anifested
during their progress, and often at the period
of their origin. Facts of the most obvious
character show , that in many formidable di-
seases, the healthy balance of the elem ents
com posing the organic fabric becomes deran-
ged, presenting a deficiency or preponderancy
of some of these, furnishing often the most
prominent agency of derangement. T hus, in
calcular affections, the natural acids, or alkalies,
acquire such ascendency as to exhibit the m ost
m arked features of the disease. In rickets, a
deficiency of limy compounds is proved by
the defective supply of that substance for the
solidification of the bones. Scurvy ©presents
a putrescent and alkaline condition of the
fluids and solids of the system , requiring, w ith
im proved diet and tonics, a large supply of
acids to correct this altered condition of the
healthy organic com pounds.

T hese diseases, as well as gout, rheum a-
tism , and som e others, exhibit indubitable evi-
dence that great derangement in the equilib-
rium of the constituent elements of the sys-

tem often exists ; and whether this constitutes

o riginal from
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144 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

1 a primary or secondary agent of disease, it
certainly affords an indication of chief im
portance in their treatment, that rem edies, in
adaptation ofquantities as well as kinds, should

be applied with the view to restore the ele-
mentary inequality.

In such condition of disease, a rational se-
lection of remedies would be such as had re-
ference to a restoration of the healthy equili-
brium that had been interrupted, by furnishing
such substances, as rem edies, which were of a
nature to supply the deficient, or to neutralize
the preponderating element, and thereby aid
in a restoration of the norm al healthy standard.
But, by homoeopathic theorizing, such obvious
state of disease is to be com batted, not by the
exhibition of acids, alkalies, tonics, & c., in the
rational quantity of a com pensating supply of
the deficient elem ents, as neutralizing agents of
those superabounding, but rather by a charm in
the name of “ millionth™" or “decillionth dilu -
tions' of such rem edies, by w hich the elem enta-
ry discords are to he rem oved, and the unnatural
strife hushed to an im mediate healthy repose.
Butit is notonly preposterous, but the extrem e
of folly, seriously to pretend that the deranged
relations of these abounding system ic ele -
m ents can be restored to their healthy propor-
tions by the baseless nothings w hich is the
literal interpretation of all homoeopathic pre-

scription.
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HOMC CEOPATHY. 145

C hemical analysis shows conclusively, that
m any substances em ployed as nutrients con -
tain some of the most active m edicinal poisons,
w hich the hom oeopath affects to adm inister
but in doses of a m illionth or decillionth dilu -
tion of an ordinary alloeopathic quantify, but

w hich are often taken daily, as food or condi-

m ents, in great com parative concentration. o f
these are, prussic acid, in the peach, almond,
& ¢ .; opium , oxalic acid, & c¢c., in lettuce, sorrel,

and a variety of sallads.

Even the atm osphere which we inspire, ever
contains carbonic acid, an active com pound of
carbon, estim ated at from one hundredth to
one thousandth parts of its volume. O cca-

sionally many other of the most energetic sub-

stances are diffused in the air in a gaseous
form , and in frequent instances are m oment-
arily introduced within the system in consider-
able quantities. Indeed, were all the active
substances thus daily taken into the economy
by the invisible natural processes, but pre-
scribed by the alleceopathic physician, in view
of the Hahnem annic lights, there is little ques-

tion that (from a prescient view of the disas-

trous result) a homicide, “ secundum artem ,”
would not fail to be announced.>*
* I'n vie w o f such m anife st dangers, w hich a necessary
s cience un fo Id s to h im th e in te Ilig e n t hom oeopath is
13*
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146 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION

T his recent novelty founds its claim s, not on
the pretended discovery of new physiological
principles, or new remedial agents for the cure
of disease, but on the em ployment of such as
have long been known and thoroughly investi-
gated by physicians. It is true that H ahne-
m ann, its originator, has announced the novel

theory, that all dise

asesowe their primary origin

to the m ind; and he is entitled to the credit of
the discovery, that a knowledge of the anatom -
certain ly an o b ject re g u irin g th e com m isseration o f a Il
th e hum ane; s in c e P rovid ence h as im m ersed h im in
p erils, (w hich h is s cience can b ut unfold ) by im p o sing
upon h im necessities, b oth in h is s tructure and p o s itio n

th e indulg ence o f w hich is p erpetually s aturating h is
system w ith form id a ble poisons in allceopathic g uantitie s .
In such condition, w ith th e know ledge th at th e e ffe cts
o f a single dose ofa millionth or a trillionth portion o f
a g rain (as taught by H ahnem ann,) continues its e ffe cts
d uring a period o f from fo ur to s ix days, e ith er for s afety
or danger, th e e xceeding fra il tenor on w h ic h h e h o ld s
e x iste n c e m u st ever b e fe a rfu lly b e fore h im , and even
its h o urly continuance m u st appear-tr a perpetual m ar-
vel and dem onstrative m ira c le . I'n a ddition it m ay b e
presum ed th at h is hum ane sym pathies for th e b ru te
cre ation w o u Id b e h opelessly annoying to h is m e n ta |
g uiet, as he ought to vie w th e m as furnis h e d w ith p ro

visionary in s tin cts , d ire c tin g th e m w h en diseased, to
approwpr-riate rem edies, w hich th ey are com pelled to re

ceive a llce opathically, fo r th e w ant o f the m eans o f
hom oeopathic m anip ulation; as nature h as furnished no
rem e die s o f s u fficie nt d ilu tio n in w h ic h th e ir h ig h e st
curative jwtenccs” can be attained.
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the writer as his readers, the tangible novelty
of homoeopathy consists in the sim ple but
strange announcement, that remedial agents
are salutary and efficacious for the cure of
disease, only, w hen exhibited in quantities so
infinitely m inute, that no reflective or rational
mind, versed in the character of the anim al
economy, or the agency of causes by which it
is affected, can for a moment admit their effi-
cacy, either upon the system of the patient or
his disease, in the least degree, except what
may be derived through the credulous faith of
those inviting its exhibition. In fact, no such
investigation can result in any other conclu-
sion, than that hom oeopathic prescription acts
merely as a mental anodyne during the period
that the conservative powers with which the
organic economy is endowed, by their unaided
efforts, either expel the morbid agents, thereby
restoring healthy action to the organs, or, if
ol rial from

Digitizedby G 0 0 g le

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



1 4 8 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

less successful in their attem pts, yield them to
their destructive influence.

Such is the remedial power with which or-
ganization is endowed, that, by its unaided
efforts, morbid agencies are often successfully
counteracted, and many grave diseases re-
moved, not uufrequently w hen its power is
em barrassed by the noxious adm inistration o f
the quack, or the injudicious em ployment of
his nostrum s. It is, therefore, little surprising
that the Hom oeopathic pretender, aided in his
assum ptions by this conservator of the econ-
omy, should not want his purloined occasions
to boast of recoveries from disease subsequent
to his prescriptions; notw ithstanding sim ilar
claim s might', with far greater justice, be pre-

ferred by every matronly village dispenser of

m ulien, catnip, and her various anti-drug for-
mulas ; or, by the prescriber of relics and
charms to the nervously affected invalid, re-

quiring such appropriate mental stimulus as a
credulous faith is often capable of imparting.
T he above remarks are, beyond question,
true as regards prescription in accordance with
the ostensible tenets of Homoeopathy. B ut it
is highly probable that most of its professional
advocates have embraced its doctrines, with

the view to m ake its novelties available to se-

cure public patronage, and thereby enhance
their interests, rather than from the convic-
. Original frtxn
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HOMTfEOPATHY. 14 9

tion of the real value of the claim s w hich it
proffers.

F rom such presum ption m ay b e derived a
hope, that the sum of evil accruing to society
from the omissions of H omoeopathy to supply
efficacious treatm ent to im m inent disease may,
in a considerable degree, be dim inished in the
apparent amount, which an ordinary estim ate
of the judgment would be likely to give. A
courteous charity must suggest that such ac-
com m odating professors, when prescribing for
grave diseases requiring energetic prescription,
would m ake such judicious appropriation o f
the resources of the two opposite system s as
the emergency might require, although their
consistency, as well asexpediency, should dictate
that allceopathic quantities be denom inated
H om oeopathic, when exhibited before <confi-
ding spectators of their acts.

All em pirical nostrum s and system s, that
have ever been announced, have had the ac-
com paniment of an assumed evidence of their
superiority over the established system , w hich
it was the aim of their projectors to supercede.
Indeed, the sagacity of the inventors would be
justly im peached, were their system s presented
to a com m on sense public, without such indis-
pensible requisite for the attainmentof their pre-
m editated designs. A s the am bition for popular

eclat, however transient or unmerited, and an

Digitized by » .0 0o Q ie O riginal Yam
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



150 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

engrossing self-interest, are the im pelling m o-
tives w hich influence the em pirical pretender to
construct his inventions, a com m on estim ate of
his intellect would naturally excite the expecta-
tion, that his fabric would be woven in conform

ity w ith that propensity of the mind, hertofore
alluded to, upon w hich he must be presumed to
be aware his success alone depends; and thatit
should be fortified by an ostensible armature of
assumed facts, sufficient to subdue the natural
skepticism of the mind, and delude to a surren -
der of its belief in the novelty presented.

In such adaptations of its texture, and the
necessary display ofassum ptions and pretended
facts requisite to ensure a temporary success,
the Hahnem anic theory is not defective, or un -
worthy of a comparison with its defunct pre-
decessors. N or will it appear that its author
is undeserving a reputation for sagacity, and an
intim ate knowledge of ordinary human nature.
For, while he has indulged a propensity for
the novel and the marvelous, he has entrenched
him self within a cloud of subtleties and m ysti-
cism s, more profoundly obscured by his reason-
ings and new -coined technicality. W hether
true, therefore, or false, it may perhaps ever
rem ain a perplexing paradox to ordinary rea-
son and the senses, for the cause, that the ob-
jects and facts pretended to be embraced are

too intangible, and too far beyond their pre-
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HOMOEOPATHY. 151

cincts, to be m ade the subijects of their inves-
tigation.

Such is the texture and adaptations of tiie
H om oeopathic novelty, w hich evidently has
been moulded in a conform ity with the <cre-
dulity of the existing period of advancement in
the sciences. A period when such gross sys-
tem s as astrology and its kindred species,
w hich were adapted to the false sciences of the
m iddle ages, could in no degree be counte-
nanced, even by the m ost ignorant. Y et,
singular as it may appear, this theory is not
wanting presumed disinterested advocates, pos-
sessing intelligence and science, w h o have
been captivated by its plausible novelties, so
far as to yield it their support. T his phe-
nomenon must be explained on the supposition
that these, by over-rigid speculations on the
acknowledged im perfections of reason, have
adjudged its entire fallibility ; and are there-
fore ready to em brace, as a substitution, the
figm ents of its rival, im agination. Or that,
from a knowledge of the im perfections of le-
gitim ate m edical science, they are inclined to
discard the entire system for the embrace of
such novelties as may be rendered specious by
a given num ber of assumed facts, although
these,they may be com pelled to receive, mainly,
on the authority of their promulgators alone ;

or perhaps, in some instances, the theory mav
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15 2 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION .

have been adopted through the influence of a
preponderating tendency of the m ind to a
ready faith in the marvelous and obscure, by
w hich its decisions have been biased, w hile
under excitem ent from the novelties presented,
rather than by a dispassionate exam ination
w hich the im portance of the subject undoubt-
edly dem ands.

H omoeopathy, however, m ay not be un -
worthy of a consideration in estim ating de-

grees of negative merit, when contrasted w ith

the over-drugging quack and the mercen -
ary nostrum -m onger. For w hile the latter,
through eagerness for gain, often destroys
health and life by encouraging quantitive

exhibition of their specifics, the infinitesim al
doses of the former, though contributing no aid
to the sanative power of nature, certainly is
not chargeable with interposing the least de-
gree of em barrassment to its conservative ope-
rations.

From the exposition of the tenets of ho-
moepathy w hich has been given it will appear,
that their reception as legitim ate science, not

only involves the discussion, that the essential

principles on which all past and existing m ed -
ical prescription is founded are erroneous and
false, but that the rational deduction in nat-
ural philosophy, that causes hold a corres-

ponding relation to the effects w hich they
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originate, is a position alike fallacious and un-
tenable, w hich is an assum ption too prepos-
terous to need the attem pt to refute.

It is to be feared, that the easy faith o f
converts to this theory has been biased by

the probabilities w hich have been realized by

the extraordinary inventions in the arts, in
modern periods, rather than by sober philo-
sophical investigation of the relations that such

bear to the principles discovered by preceding
cultivators of science. It will, however, ap-
pear m anifest to all familiar w ith the scien -
tific history of the principles upon which such
inventions are dependent, that their authors,
though entitled to distinguished consideration
for their discoveries, have been able to acquire
their reputation by so availing them selves of
the labors of their predecessors, as, by a hap-
py application and com bination of previous
discoveries, to accom plish the great results
that em anate from their genius.

If these individual inventions in the arts
are generally but com pleting com binations of
structures, by their fortunate discoverers, that
have long been in progress by the efforts of a
succession of laborers in the field of the phys-
ical sciences, much less can it be expected that
a com plicated system , like that of medicine,
based on the vital laws and embracing the en -
tire range of the natural sciences, should be
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15 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

developed and perfected by any individual,
however intellectually endowed. But far less
can it be rationally hoped to be accom plished

by such adventurous speculatists as have uni-

versally been the authors of its' innovating

rival theories.

N o one questions but that m edical science
is yet susceptible of the greatest im provem ents.
But it is the extreme of folly to entertain
a notion of the probability, that this tim e-
confirmed system is to be dem olished by the
infantile genius of homoeopathy, and that its
own fabric is destined to be erected on its

ruins.*

* Since this section was in press, the author has m et
w ith an epistolary essay, addressed to the public, w hich
is adm irably illustrative of the data on w hich homoeo-
pathy relies for its success. Of the writer’s scientific
character, moral orthodoxy, or standing w ith the fra-
ternity to w hich he has attached himself, farther than
his portraiture in his epistle shows, the author is wholly
ignorant; hut (as is common in sim ilar cases) he an-
nounces that he has passed the tedious ordeal of alloeo-
pathy. It is to he understood thatthe formeris o fcourse
proved; and his conversion to homoeopathy, upon the
presentation ofcertain im portantfacts, m ay be received
as evidence of his honesty and extrem e conscienciousnest.
Throughoutthe pages of this document, the interesting
canines appear beautifully protrusive and prominent.
Skeptics also, (unless hopelessly willful,) m ay obtain
light, as in addition to the opportunities afforded in said
circular, the w riter, in furtherance of his object ofpro-

m oting true science and the public welfare, has candidly
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If such idea m ay be entertained, that a
recent novel invention, like this, with but
and beneficently given inform ation that his office is at

the corner of W ater and W all.

Besides a liberal diffusion of the trite em pirical boasts
of wonder-workings by homoeopathy, the usual amount
of lugubrious wailings regarding allceopathic persecu-
tion, (the infallible resort of quackery, with the view to
invoke the aid of public sympathy,) and the wanton pro -
fanation of the names ofthe im mortal G allileo, H arvey
and Fulton, by presum ing to assim ilate their discoveries
w ith the Hahnemanic humbug, the w riter has well suc-
ceeded in rendering “ darkness visible” by an attem pt
to dem onstrate his art by areference to malaria, conta-
gion, electricity, and others, their congenial im ponder-
ables. So far he has safely indulged in flippant specu-
lation and im aginary deduction in proof of homoeopathy,
w ithout essential hazard to his reputation for sagacity
and medical learning, for the reason, that such is the
general ignorance regarding the nature of these subtle
and indefinable elements, that visionary assertion and
criticism hold a Ilike unsubstantial basis. It may be
stated here, that no honest rational individual, con-
versant w ith the visible operations of such agencies as
electricity, galvanism , caloric, and gravitation, will at-
tem pt to establish an analogy betw een their manifest
forces and that of an atom , or monad of gross m atter,
such as is pretended to be detached by Hahnemanic at-
tenuation, and exhibited, a solitary wanderer, in its rela-
tively deep profound, a drop ofdistilled w ater, or im pris-
soned w ithin the granular pastry sphere, after its arrest
by the ingenious device of the infinitesim al m anipulator.

The forces above named (for aught we know) may
be identical; and, like fluids generally, when theirequi-
librium is interrupted, may act w ith an energy derived

from the entire mass with which the disturbed portion
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156 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

the most Iimited amount of evidence adduced

in its support, presents the probability that it is

is connected. These, however, are expedient subter-
fuges for the support of a baseless fabric, like that of
homoeopathy, and its advocates have not failed to retreat
w ithin their obscure precincts forrefuge, w hen pursued
by the overwhelm ing dem onstrations ofreason, and the
equally forcible proofs derived from the senses. Unfor-
tunately for himself, however, the w riter, in his zeal to
popularize his art, has ventured upon the more definite
and com prehensible domain ofpathology, for a dem on-
stration of his favorite infinitesim als. T his being so m an -
ifestly designed for sensible effecton the class ofsufferers
from the affection instanced, is worthy of a passing no-
tice, lest the beauty of the artfully adjusted pelt should
divert attention from the elongated ears concealed be-
neath. Thus it reads : “ W hile the system is in an
abnormal condition, it is m ore susceptible of im pressions
or influences than when in a norm al or healthy state. A
blow , for instance, which would inflict very little pain
on a healthy body, would have caused great agony had
it fallen on an inflamed part.” Ergo : u From whathas
been stated, it will be perceived by the unprejudiced
mind, that minute doses of homoeopathic, or specific
rem edies, may possess the power of effecting a m ighty
revolution in a diseased organic structure or tissue,
w hile no change is wroughtupon the normal or healthy
portion of the system . E xperience, our best teacher,
m ost faithfully sustains us in this conclusion.”

Im pressed w ith such a sensible and feelingly dem on-

strative argum entation, it is difficult to decide in w hat
dilem m a the sagacious rcasoner ought to hold arank. It
will, how ever, appear manifestto every intelligent mind

that has escaped the bias ofthe “one idea,” that by this

appeal to the acute sensibilities of those who have expe-
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destined to supplant the long confirmed prin-

ciples of existing m edical science, then m ay

rienced a “ blow on a boil,or other species ofinflamm a-
tion, the w riter has hoped, by the re-excitement of the
agonizing twinge, (when listening to his teachings,) to
sm other the reasoning, by an appeal to the sensitive ca-
pacities, and therefore falls into the <category of the
knave; or, (which isequally inexcusable,) thathe is ut-
terly deficientin a knowledge ofthe vitalphenomenaand
law s controling the animal economy, w hether in health
or disease, rendering him , consequently, incom petent
for the office of the physician; and, therefore, tliett he
legitim ately ranks w ith the em pirical pretender.

Such must necessarily be the conclusion formed re-
garding the assumption above presented. Those but
m oderately versed in the science of physiology and pa-
thology, are doubtless aw are thatthe instance, so com
placently adduced, is one in w hich mechanical causes
are often effective in its production; and its attendant,
acute sensibility, (sofeelingly depicted,) is solely the re-
sult of mechanical irritation of the local nerves of the
part affected, produced by an em barrassed or altered
circulation w ithin the diseased space; the consequent
accum ulation of fluids, causing pressure or distention;
and the changes of structure constituting the disease. I'n
cases w here the inflam m ation is sufficiently extensive to
involve the system in the diseased sym pathetic action,
an inordinate torpor of the general functions result, in
consequence of the w ithdraw al from these of a portion
of their ordinary vital energy, and its concentration
upon the disordered part, for the tem porary sustentation
of its em barrassed vitality. This is proved by the at-
tendantgenerallanguor, headache, torpor of the diges-
tive functions, & c. In this state, all experience proves,

that increased quantities and m ore energetic qualities
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158 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

it be adm itted, that science, like dynasties and

political institutions, is subject to revolutions

of remedies are requisite to produce a given amountof
action than is dem anded in a state of healthy function.

The causes of disease are, unquestionably, of a de-

bilitating or sedative character, and their operation ever
tends to a suppression of the vital power. Hence in-
ductive reasoning teaches, and all experience derived

from observation correspondingly proves, that doses of
m edicines efficient in a state of health, generally (in a
greater or less degree) fail to arouse the desirable and
requisite energies in the system , w hen torporized by the
causes of general disease. There are few sufferers from
the ordinary bilious affections who are not aware, from
painful experience, that common cathartic doses, to
prove effective, often require a repetition of from tw o
to twenty-fold the quantities required to produce the
same degree of effectin health or the slighter ailm ents. *
Cramp ofthe stomach, and other spasmodic orneuralgic
affections, are known by all witnessing or experiencing
the intense sufferings therefrom , (w hether physician or
non-professional,) to require, and the system is well
known to tolerate, in such cases, quantities enorm ously
increased beyond those ordinarily adm inistered in the
m ilder affections and in health. In fact, in these and
m any other ofthe most grave affections, but little or no
degree of influence toward their removal is obtained,
except from quantities ofremedies which would prove
extremely hazardous of adm inistration to the same sub-
jects in a condition of health. o
Indeed, few instances of the m ore grave diseases
exist, (not excepting severe inflam m ation, though a
local affection,) in w hich observation, substantiated by
all rational experience of the effects of medicines, does
not infallibly prove, that the causes of disease have so

depreciated and diminished the vital energies of the
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from slight incidental causes; and thatno pro-
duction of the human m ind approxim ates to
stability. Tn such bewildering and deplorable
contem plation of mental im becility, we must
be com pelled to consider universal experience
of mankind, but as a suspected aggregation of
error, the more m ischievous and dangerous

because strengthened by lapse of tim e and

concurrence of numbers in its capricious dog-

m as. Indeed, in this drama, in which the
hum an mind is represented in characters so
hum iliating, the senses appear as without other
standard than individual caprice, and reason

itself but as a mental principle, w hose conclu -
sions possess a like instability w ith its subtle
creative rival, im agination.

But no such depressing view of the insta-
bility of all mental products, need be enter-
tained. T he rationalist may still, with con fi-
dence, expect a confirmation of the principles
S0 ardently collated and com piled, as those
constituting the basis of medical, as well as its
collateral sciences; while no prophetic vision

is required to confirm his convictions, that ho-

system , as to require a power in rem edies additional to
that abundantly effective in health or slight affections.
This is generally indispensable to excite their requisite
action in the several organs, when torporized and em bar-

rassed by form idable disease.
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m ceopathy, like its kindred em pirical system s,
though enabled probably to sustain a brief ex-
istence through its successive periods of juven -
ility, adolescence, and senility, will pass un-
honored to the tomob of its predecessors—

w here its congenital epitaph,

has ever been legibly enstam ped, for the view
of every reflective observer of the frailty of

its structure.
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M esm erism

Society has recently been surprised by the
announcement of a new agent in mental sci-
ence, termed mesmerism, which, from its in -
tricate and unexplained principles, m ay w ell
be ranked w ith the occult sciences of the
m iddle ages. L ike alchemy and astrology,
it can claim no support from any known da-
ta, or even analogies supplied by the ordinary
properties or laws of matter and mind. A l-
though it has not yet claimed the introduc-
tion to the astonished senses of invisible per-
sonalities, like those evoked by the wand of
the magician, or the conjuror, yet by mani-
pulations equally enigm atical, termed passes,
it affects the m anifestation of hitherto latent
entities no less m ysterious, w hich, if inferior
in corporiety, possess energies no less potent
than their more defined ghostly rivals, educed
by the necrom ancer. It need not be stated,
that the mesm eric em piric assumes the ability
to com m unicate his own ideas to the mind of
his patient, w hose individual identity he
claim s to have fascinated by the charm of his

m ysterious passes to an amalgam ation w ith

O riginal from
Digitizedby G 0 0 g l & ’
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



162 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION.

his own, and m ade it obedient to the influences
by w hich his own is governed; and that in
this condition, an intercom m unication of
thought is effected without the aid of signs
addressed to the senses, but by the agency
of his personal volition alone. By such e X -
traordinary pretensions, it will be perceived
that the entire agency of the senses in origi-
nating ideas in the mind, may be dispensed
w ith ; and that instead of these being the ex-
clusive channels through w hich the m ind
takes cognizance of agencies exterior to itself,
mesm erism has traced an avenue of mental
perception, by which its power is manifestly
exaggerated above that w hich it derived from
grosser sensible influences. T his must ap-
pear to any one possessing a knowledge of
the mental properties, or even with the ordi-
nary operations of his own mind, too ridicu-

lous and absurd to require a serious refuta-

tion .

It annowunces a principle of m ental percep -
tion, or a m ode of originating ideas, w holly at
variance w ith any k n ow n la w s governing
m in d ; h olding, it is true, an analogy w ith its
m anifestation s in dream s, vision s, an d super-
natural revelation s, b ut essentially differing
from either, and far surpassing th em a ll in
m ental prodigies exhibited . D ream s, it being
understood, con sisting in fanciful com b in a-
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M ESMERISM . 16 3

tions of former sensations in store in the
mind, w hile the others are affirmed to consist
in direct im pressions of ideas, by means of an
extra-natural agency, acting through ordinary
sensations and intellect; w hile mesmerism ,
by its prescribed conditions and form al ges-

ticulation, affects to suspend the volition, sen -

sation, and intellect of its recipient, and to
convert her mind into a mental mirror, by
w hich is reflected, not only the ideas of the

actor, but the shadows of the invisible present
and the future are depicted in outlines more
definite than those delineated through the
prophetic inspiration of the scriptures.

N ow the principles upon w hich all the as-
serted phenomena of mesmerism depend, af-
ter deducting the collusions of its em pirical
pretenders, are undoubtedly the same w hich
have been noticed in all ages as erratic sym pa-
thies occasionally m anifested in individuals
of excitable nervous system s, when subjected
to influences of a novel and unwonted char-
acter.

It has not been sufficiently considered by
the admirers of mesmerism, that a collusion
is possib le b etw een th e m anipulator and th e
m esm erised, th rough w h ich a language o f
sign s m ay e x ist, by m ean s o f w h ich each , in
th eir ex hib ition s, is understood by th e other,

and upon w h ich it is presum able m ost o f its
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pretended phenomena are dependent. E ven

a tedious discipline would not be required, to

enable individuals of ordinary intelligence to
adopt signs, based upon vocal inflections, em
phasis, and intonations, together with m odes

of questioning and other significant action,
by w hich interrogations relative to the great-
est variety of objects and ideas, might be an-
swered with an accuracy equaling the m ost
astonishing coincidences w hich have been
exhibited by the mesmeric m ountebank as
proofs of his pretended science.

W ithout a detail of the singular history of
particular cases of somnam bulism , w hich have
ever been of occasional occurrence, independ -
ent of the aid of manipulations, and previous
to <he pretended existence of a special mes-
meric art, we would refer to hysteria and

catalepsy, nervous affections often excited by

mental em otion, in which are exhibited occa-
sionally erratic phenomena, no less singular
than the realfacts w hich mesmerism , in sub-

jects suitably organized for its experiments,

undoubtedly may effect. But the former are
m anifested w ithout the aid of the im posing
m ysterious gesticulation, the induced sympa-

thetic em otion, the faith and credulity of the
patient, w hich must be adm itted as essentially
contributing to the induction of the phenom

ena of the latter. E cstasy, trance and cho-



M ESMERISM . 165

rea,hB* w ith th eir singular m anifestations, m ay

b e m en tion ed a s presenting irregularities in

* Those curious to learn some of the singular phe-
nomena ofthe nervous system , when in a disordered
B tate, m ay find such detailed in several cases of these
affections (viz. trance, chorea, &c.) mentioned in B lack-
w ood’s M agazine, No. 379, for M ay, 1846. These
cases occurred and w ere treated as grave nervous affec-
tions, and as they were mostly anterior to the era of the
recent art of mesmerism, of course they will not he
claimed as eductions of its artificial form alities. A
double consciousness characterizes most of these cases;
i.e., the patients, (who were females,) when affected, lost
the consciousness of w hat had passed previous to the at-
tack, and, vice versa, had no knowledge of their acts
during the intervals. In three cases mentioned, one by

M . Petatin in 1787, one by M . D elpet, 1807, and one by

Dr. Despine, 1829, the patients “ did not see w ith their
eyes nor hear vrith their ears. B ut they heard atthep.it
of the stomach, and perceived the approach o fpersons

w hen at some distance from their residence, and read the
thoughts o fthose around.” A nother case is mentioned,

the subject of which could read by the touch alone ; if
she pressed her hand against the whole surface o fa w rit-
ten or printed page, she acquired a perfect knowledge o f
its contents, A line o fafolded note, pressed against the
back o fher neck, she read equally well. She coiled this
sensefeeling.”

Sim ilar cases have ever abounded in medical history,
and, although great allowance is doubtless to be m ade
for collusion and deceptions, sufficiently adroit to escape
the detection of spectators, and often their medical at-
tendants, enough remains as reality to exhibitthe occa-
sional extraordinary perversion of sensation, and the

extrem e acute susceptibility of the senses, when influ-
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m ental action, of an extraordinary, and ocC-
casionally of a most marvelous character.
E pilepsy often occurs from sym pathy, on w it-
nessing others affected with the real disease,
as occurred among a large number of factory
girls in Lancashire, England. T his sym pa-
thetic affection originated from a fem ale, w ho
became affected with spasm s, in consequence
of a mouse being m ischievously placed in her
bosom , by one of her com panions. Large
num bers witnessing the disorder, were in like
m anner affected, and it even extended through-
out the neighborhood and its vicinity, and did
not term inate for a considerable period. T he

dancing mania,* which occurred in Europe in

enced by <certain diseased conditions of the nervous
system . There is little doubt, however, that in m ost
cases w here the ordinary sphere ofthe senses has been
thus extensively enlarged, a vanity to astonish by m ar-
velous exhibitions has induced th e patients, (either
by a collusion w ith friends, or by individual suggestion),)
to add a variety ofdeception to their disordered abili-
ties, for the purpose of promulgating areputation which
they were conscious it was within their power to ac-
quire through the extraordinary acquisition.

* This affection commenced, and W as attended
throughout its course, w ith an irresistible propensity to
dance. It was considered a purely nervous affection,
and was propagated by sympathy or im itation, on w it-
nessing others affected.

A case of im itative cholera convulsions was related to

the author by a credible spectator, which occurred on a

arterial Iftim
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the fourteenth century, and continued a pe-
riod of some years, was a sym pathetic disor-
der, in w hich the strange abnormities of the
nervous system became manifest to a most
alarming extent.

W itchcraft, when prevailing as an epidem
ic, as has frequently been the case in all civ-
ilized countries, aroused the erratic elem ents
of the mind, and led most of society to a be-
lief that they were the witnesses, and in many
instances even the subjects, of the marvelous
tales w hich em anated from the illusion.

Sym pathy is one of the inexplicable p he-
nom ena of anim ated beings, which has ever
attracted the attention of philosophers.-————--
Through this influence, the lulling m otion of
a carriage, the placid water-fall, the silent m o-

tion of forests agitated by the gentle breeze,

*

M ississippi steam boatin 1833. A n individual, a fellow -
passenger of the narrator, in a cabin conversation on
cholera, profanely expressed his disbeliefof the horrid
spasm s and convulsions usually attendanton the disease;
and after an oath expressing a wish to disprove such by
personal observation ofa case,pronounced all such rela-
tion a humbug. H e was soon after called to be a spec-
tator of a severe case of cholera, occurring among the
passengers on deck. A fter intently gazing a few mo-
ments at the fearfully convulsed invalid, he fell on the
Ndeck in convulsions sim ilar to those witnessed, which,
however, subsided on hisbeing conveyed to bed, without

other characteristics of the disease being manifested.
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w ith a variety o f other m otion s, ten d to and
often effect placid sleep . S uch are sim p le e f-
fects produced upon an organism s 0 adapted
to th e arrangem ent of nature, th at h ealth an d
enjoym ent m ay b e derived therefrom .* B u t

* It may be here stated, for the inform ation of the
general reader, that the term sympathy, as em ployed in

this work, is generally used in its physiological or medi-

cal signification. It is one of the most prom inent facts
in physiology, that by a mutual interchange of nerves,
by which the cerebral influence is conveyed throughout

the system , such intim ate connection exists as to cause
each organ to partake of the affections ofits congeners,
w hether diseased or healthful.

The mental structure of man is such, that not only
his corporeal structure generally, participates in its
affections, but through its influence the entire organic
action is prone to assume an affection sim ilar to that

m anifested in its associates, w hetherof a healthful or dis-

ordered character. This sym pathy betw een the several
organs, as well as that operating externally, generally
holds a correspondence with the exalted susceptibility,

or the ordinary healthy state of the nervous system

I'n vie w o f such controlin g in flu e nce o f th e nervous
system on the org an.ic economy, and o f th e e fficacy o f
m e sm erism , in m any instances, in arousing th o s e d or-
m ant sym pathetic energies, w hich are o fte n in dica tive
o f predisp o sitions to nervous disease, it m ay not be an

unpro fita ble suggestion to its professors, th at w hen, from

a subsidence o f its novelties, its p ro fits becom e lessened,
it be proffere d as a test, or (if the coinage be allow able)
fathometer, by w hich such state m ay be detected, and
perhaps by their aid, hysterics, w ith som e other equally
grave nervous a ffe ctions, m ay b e pre-announced to th e

in g uis itiv e o f fu tu re h e a Ith and prospects.
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w hen w e consider the mesmeriser, armed
w ith his ridiculous but affectedly m ysterious
passes; the prescribed fixed position of the
patient’s eyes upon those of the operator; and
the novel condition of the credulous expect-
ant of a m ysterious effect; aided in m ost
cases by an overpowering faith in expected
changes about to be induced by the necro-
tic display of the manipulator, it is little sur-
prising that those of extrem e nervous suscepti-
bility should yield their powers, by means of
such im posing influence, to a state of torpor,
lik e that recently term ed mesmeric sleep .
T here is no doubt, that the induction of this
state by artificial means is possible, and m ay
have really been effected by the agency of
the mesmeriser. But there is little reason to
doubt, that with this effect his personal agency
term inates; and that the rem ainder of the
m anifestations of mesmerism, exclusive of a
collusion between the actor and the recipient,
are but accidental effusions of irregular trains
of ideas, such as exist in the mind ofa dream
er during a disturbed and unnatural state of
sleep. T his form of sleep would be that likely
to succeed the active mental influence alluded
to, and its phenomena would more naturally
b e elicited by an address to the partially
wakeful senses through the actor by whom
such state had been adduced. B ut it is

15~
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probable th at m o st o f its visib le dem onstra
tions result m erely from a concerted collusion
b etw een a k n ave an d an im postor, w ho con
duct the jugglery. Indeed, th e realities o f th is
art, instead of being a new ly discovered prin
cip le in p hysiological or psychological sci-
ence, is but a com pilation of long k now n facts,
w rough-t in to an art, and in vested w ith a su f-
ficiency o f m arvels to im p o se upon th e pub
lic credulity, for m ercenary or other sinister

considerations.

T h e frequent con fessions o f m esm erists,
th at their art is inadeqguate to derive its p h e -
nom en a from a considerahble num ber of ind.i-
viduals, upon w h om its efforts are exerted,
ought to con firm sk ep ticism in its d isb elief o f
th e claim s w h ich it proffers. It affords th e
strongest grounds for th e presum ption, th at
th e subgjects w ho are really im pressed by its
in fluenoce, are th o se w h o se nervous sy stem s
h ave acquired a m orbidly susceptible state,
w h ile th e apathetic or unim pressible, are those
in w h om it h as retained its h ealthy eq uilib
rium

It is an undoubted fact, th at th e b rain and
nervous sy stem of very m any individuals, e s -
pecially th ose o f th e m ore d elicately form ed
fem ales, th ough in a state o f apparent regu
larity of function, are, in som e degree, actually

in a m orbidly susceptible condition
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M ESMERISM . 17 1

T h is state h a s generally b een induced

th rowugh th e alm ost innum erable exciting cawus-

es w hich e x ist, and are operative th roughout
a |l civilized com m unities; and as th e ab o
rigin al trib es are little subiject to lik e a ffec -
tion , it m ay b e conceived th at th ey are evils
w h ich civilization su ffers as a penalty for the
vices w hich it originates and ch erishes.

T h is constitutional im perfection is unagqgues-
tionably derived from a great diversity o f
causes. A m ong these m ay be enum erated, the
predisposition derived from hereditary trans-
m ission . It also h as b een th e product o f

agen-cies originating th rough th e m anners and

custom s o f refined societies, su ch a s th e
unnatural and inordinate exercise o f th e
passions, in prosecuting th e ob jects o f a m or -
b idly aspiring am b ition for th e im aginary
b oon w h ich th e distinction s o f w ealth and
h onors confer. It has lik ew ise originated from
th e intem perance of fashion and appetite, as
w ell as from th e various w ants and privations
w h ich abound in all civilized com m unities.
A Il th ese, by opposing a counteracting in flu
ence to a health ful action of the natural law s of
th e anim al econom y, tend to effect a derange-
m ent of the norm al vital functions, and to in
d uce, if not actual disease, at least th o se un
natural susceptibilities o f th e nervous system |,
w h ich essentially control their m anifestation s.
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17 2 CREDUIttTY AND SUPERSTITION

Such, it is presum ed, are th e efficient in flu -
ences to w hich m esm erism is indebted for th e
realfacts by w hich it sustains its m ountebank -
ery, as w e ll a s m edical history for th e m an i-
festation o f erratic sym pathies, by w h ich
m any grawve d iseases are sim ulated, and o ften
m ade form idable. B y th ese th e effects of re-
m edial agents are m ad e abnorm al, and th ey,

d oubtless, develop for contem plation the alm ost

innum erable m oral obliquities, such a s are e X
h ib ited in w ild fanaticism |, an d th e various
e x tatic ex citation s and delusions, w hich h ave
b affled th e speculation of m oralists and m eta
p hysicians, in th eir attem p ts to sy stem atize
th e m ental operations.

I nstances in corroboration of th e above po
sition , relative to th e in fluence o f sym pathy
and im agination upon th e nervous tem pera
m ent, in th e production o f phenom en a o f a
sim ilar character to those of m esm erism , m igh't
to any ex ten t b e adduced ; but a further de
tail is d eem ed unnecessary. T h e pretended
prophetic ab ilities of persons in a m esm eric
state, their acquirem ent o f new faculties and
perceptions, such as th e ignorant evincing a
k now ledge o f th e organic econom vy, its d e -
rangem ents, and th e appropriate rem edies, su

perior to th at of the m ost scientific physician,

are absurdities w hich it w ould b e h um iliating

seriously to attem pt to refute.
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W ith such view of th e anim al econom y and
its occasion al m anifestations as an atten tive
research into its history furnishes, it w ill ap -
pear obvious, that all th e pretensions o f m e s -
m erism are founded upon th e ex ceptionahble
p henom ena of th e nervous sy stem ; and th at
its actual ex h ibitions are b ut a solicitation o f
th ese, by th e im posing form ulary w h ich it

em p loys.

It w ill therefore be perceived, that the prin-
cip al m erit w h ich th e originators o f th e art
can justly claim for th e pretended discovery
is, th at by th eir ridiculous m um m ery th ey

h ave been ab le to arouse dorm ant sym pathies,

w h ich m ay b e conceived indicative of th o se
laten t condition s o f th e anim al econom vy,
term ed predispositions, w h ich h itherto W ere
m ainly unfolded by th e m ore active ex citing

causes of disordered action
H ad m esm erism |, and th e ex p loded p h e

nom ena once claim ed as being obedient to th e

m etalic tractors o f th e celeb rated P erkins, 6 *
* P e rkin s w a s an A m erican, w ho, about the clo s e o f
th e last or com m encem ent o f the present century, pre
tended to h ave m ade th e discovery th at certain ste el
in strum e nts, sty le d m e ta lic tra ctors , constructed in a
re scribed form , and charged w ith m agnetism , a la mode
>erkin5,possessed th e a b ility , in h is hands, by certain

’)eculiarstrokings over the body, or atthe parts affected,

.Io b e g uile th e disease fro m its h a b ita tion, and th e re by
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17 4 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION
ex isted as cotem poraries, there is little d oub't
th at each m ig ht h ave derived pow erful aid
from a union ; or, perchance, h ad th eir re-
spective claim s assum ed an attitude of rivalry,
a contest w ou ld, probably, h ave en sued for
precedence, term inating b oth m ore speedily,
th rowugh th e efforts o f th eir respective friend s
to e X p ose th e follies w h ich con stituted th e
principal facts uwpon w h ich each w as based

It is certainly a deplorable contem plation,
th at su-ch irrational claim s as th ose presented
cause it to be ejected from th e system T he author, after
e ffe c tin g num erous infallible cures on h is countrym en,
w h o possessed sufficient fa ith in th e m arvelous pow er o f
h is tra cto rs and from w h om he reaped no inconsiderahble
p ecuniary h arvest, visited E ngland w ith th e vie w to te st
th e ir e fficie n cy on th e distended pockets o f th e m ore
w e a lth y E nglishm en H is prospects th ere becam e
h ig h ly fla tte rin g , u n til a d is tin g uis h e d butenvious regu-
lar- th re w h is tra cta b le re p utation in to convulsions, by
m ischievously em ploying, on som& e credulous converts to
tra ctora tion , instrum e nts of wood, form e d and p a in te d
to represent th e re a | tra c tors w h ic h proved e qu ally
s alutary in th e ir e ffe cts w ith th e m agical re a lity o f P e r-
k in s T h e a uthor's professional and pecuniary vita lity
rem a in in g a fte r these m a lignan't e xperim ents, becam e
com ple te ly e x tra c te d by an in g enious b urle sque poem
e n title d T e rrib le T racto ra tion a s s ailing the unilucky
tra c tors , w ritte n b vy T hom as G reen Fessenden an au
th or o f burlesque n o to rie ty T h e unfortunate P e rkin s
re turned to h is country a fte r th is signal fa ilure in h is
contem plated p rojects a s trik in g m e m o rial o f p opularcr
g u Ilib ility and th e fa te o f im posture
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by mesmerism , should attract other

in an intellectual period like the

attention,

present, than

a speedy consignment of its prom ulgators to a

rank with the im postors w ho

cessfully, ever m ade traffick of the
the injudiciously confiding and
all com m unities. T hat mesmerism

w ith all its pretensions and wonders

and distinct science, is destined
bered w ith the delusions w
present age is affected, cannot

of rational doubt with those

investigating its character.

1 f evidence w a s required to
p ublic m in d is, at this tim e, far from
rationally h ealthy condition ; th at
to th e dictates o f p assion an

rather th an of reason and com m

ference m ight b e m ad e to th e

various fanatical sy stem s o f relig
innum erable political th eories
been, and are perpetually invented

are attracting to th eir standards

th is and other countries. F or
th is, w e need b ut instance th e
h a s attended M orm onism |, M
rierism , S ocialism , and various
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176 CREDULITY AND SUPERSTITION

m erous to m en tion . S o successful h ave b een
th e prom ulgators of such system s, in acqguiring

proselytes to doctrines, how ever ridiculous and

absurd, that it w ould n ot be inapt to lik en s 0
ciety to an in fin itely chorded instrum ent, th e
vib ration from any chord of w h ich is capable
of deriving a response, in harm onious unison,
from th e m inds of som e individuals com posing
its en tire m ass.
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A

PHILOSOUPHTICA AL ESSAY

ANIMAL FASCINATION, OR CHARMINSG

A com m on b elief e x ists w ith a large por-
tion of society, that serpents, and som e other
anim als of a form idable character, are arm ed
w ith a m ysterious power, term ed fascination,
or charm ing, by w h ich th ey exert a silen t
b ut efficient and destructive in fluence over
th eir m arked victim s, w h ich is operative
th rowugh a sp ace th at w ou ld render nugatory
th e ordinary pow er w h ich th ey p 0ossess for

th eir arrest

A Ith ough it m ay n ot b e strictly proper to
consider such b elief either as a credulity or
superstition, y et as it is believed th at th is is

one of the erroneous notions w hich h ave b een

derived from , and is dependent upon p hysical
causes, existing principally in th e victim o f its
supwposed in fluence, and not from th e ex istence
o f a real pow er in th e se anim als them selves,

any further than as being objects of dread and

apprehension, it is, th erefore, d eem ed n ot
unprofitable to notice th is asserted singular
pow er, as a correlative o f th ese, w h ich h a s
contributed its aid to th e variety o f fallacies
r
O riginal ta n
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17 8 ANIMAL FASCINATION.

proceeding from their prolific fountains of
m ental error.

W hatever may be the facts upon which
the belief in fascination, as a distinct anim al
power, is founded, itis m ost probable that the
deductions therefrom are erroneous; and that
these, instead of being adequate to establish
such conclusions, ought to be viewed but as
m anifestations of faculties w hich all anim als
exhibit in a manner adapted to the varied con -
ditions of their existence.

If a belief in the real existence of ghosts,
of witchcraft, or mesmerism , is to be alone
tested by the apparent facts w hich are adduced
in their support, their reality, as a conse-
quence, must be admitted. But if (as is be-
lieved to be the fact) these can be shown to
be illusions, em anating either from a disor-
dered condition of the optic nerves, or the
brain; from an excited im agination; or from
an occasional singular m anifestation of a dis-
eased nervous system ; then their existence

as distinct agencies becomes annihilated, and

they are to b e considered merely as dis-
eased, or abnorm al actions, w hich vitality,
w hen under peculiar influences, or when in
an unnatural state, exhibits. So if it can be

made to appear as probable, that the facts ad -
duced in support of fascination, as a distinct
and singular power attributed to som e ani-

mals only, are but the varied exercise of a
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sagacity, w hich all, in a greater or less degree,
possess, then the marvel of such incom pre-
hensible agent ceases, and the m ind is led

rather to admire that superior wisdom w hich

has devised such a wonderful adaptation in
the economy of living beings, without resort-
ing to a profuse m ultiplication of agencies in

effecting its preservation.

It is a characteristic of the mind, to invest
w ith extra-natural power whatever excites its
extreme dread and apprehension. T his men-
tal trait is m ore especially m anifested w hen
the cause of such affection is rendered diffi-
cult of investigation, either from the dangers
w ith w hich it is attended, or from the sub-
tleties and m ystery by which it is enveloped.
T hus death, to the philosophic spectator of
the event, presents but the natural phenome-
na incident to the cessation of organic action ;
yet to the ignorant and credulous it often ex-
cites the notion of such extra-natural influ-
ences, superinduced at the period of dissolu -
tion, as to render it an object of superstitious
dread and apprehension.

T he most deadly poisons have ever, by cre-

dulity, been invested w ith qualities allied to
the marvelous, such as have never been veri-
fied in any substance in nature. But scien -

tific analysis, by designating and defining their
real properties, has mostly dispelled the m j's-

tery w hich once magnified their powers;

O riginal 'rtxn
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180 ANIM AL FASCINATION.

and these, though now viewed as form idable
agencies, excite but a small degree of terror,
in com parison w ith that derived from their
m agical history.

T here are no members of the animal king-
dom, however form idable many may be to
man, that excite such natural abhorrence
and dread, as do those of the serpent species.’
T his affection, although mainly derived from
their formidable and dangerous character, is,
no doubt, essentially aggravated (in the view

of many) by associations derived from sacred

historical evidence regarding their agency in
effecting original transgression, so vitally af-
fecting human destiny. Such views and agen -

cy, associated with the observation of his wily
instincts, together with his naturally repulsive
form and singular actions, have, beyond doubt,
presented the serpent species to the ever pro-
lific im agination, as endowed with qualities
m ore m ysterious and form idable than any
other species.

It may perhaps be objected, that was fasci-
nation an im aginary power, derived from
such source, it ought alone to be manifested
in formidable animals, and not in those less

noxious, as the feline, or cat species, and som e

others, ordinarily view ed w ith indifference.
But it may be answered, that a character
term ed formidable, is to be estim ated but in
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view of the relations that exist between the va-
rious species; and that these relations can
alone be determ ined from observation of the
natural hostility of anim als, and the modes by
w hich the stronger effect the destruction of
their weaker adversaries. In all cases of the
existence of these hostile connections, there is
little question that the superior are viewed by
the inferior kinds, in an attitude no less ter-
rible and dangerous, than are the most ven -
omous of the serpent species by man.

W as the asserted power of fascination a

real endowment of any animal, it might ra-
tionally be presumed, that it would be em
ployed on all occasions, and at all seasons

w hen the promptings of appetite were instant
and urgent; which is evidently far from being
the fact, as ordinary physical force is that
generally em ployed, both by serpents and the
feline kinds, in arresting the anim als on w hich
they prey.

T he species that are the reputed victim s of
fascination, such as the sm aller birds, squirrels,
& ¢., (from w hich m ost instances of the exer-

tion of this singular faculty are derived,) gene-

rally se ek th e vicin ity o f th e dw ellin gs o f
m an, at th eir periods o f rearing offspring,
probably from th e in stinctive or acquired con
sciousness, th at m ost o f th eir m ore pow erful

16+
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ANIM AL FASCINATION. 18 3

are of most rare occurrence, the question of its
existence, as a distinct faculty, becomes nar-
rowed to a degree, thatthe m ost rationaldoubts
may well be entertained whether it does not
adm it of explanation, as being a varied opera-
tion of faculties possessed in com m on w ith
predatory anim als generally.

It is worthy ofconsideration, in a discussion
on this more than doubtful faculty, that it is
not claimed as being possessed but by a very
lim ited number of species,— and these are in -
variably such as in ordinary physical arm a-
ture, for the arrest of their objects of prey, are
adequately endowed, without the superaddi-
tion of such faculty to secure the necessities
for their existence. Indeed, in a com parison,
they appear to surpass most other anim als in
their offensive and defensive armor. An ar-
gum ent might therefore be adduced against
the existence of such attribute, from a specula-
tion upon the com pensating equalities w hich
the divine economy has ever been recognized
as observing, in its supply of endowments to
the animal kingdom . Such provisionary com
pensation has not only arrested the attention,
but it has excited the adm iration of every at-
tentive observer of the animal, and even the
vegetable kingdom s.

In such view , speed, instinct, or intellect, w ill

ever be found as antagonistic to superiority of
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ANIMAL FASCINATION. 185

provision. It will therefore be perceived, that
this view confers on som e members of the
same family, a multiplicity of power for pro-
viding sustenance and defense, whilst others,
in com parison, are greatly defective in means
for sustaining their organic wants.

T he scriptural history of the serpent, as
well as many of his peculiar structural actions
and habits, have ever enshrouded his character
in n o inconsiderable degree of m ystery. It
is, therefore, not singular thatthe im agination
should have invested him with properties de-
viating from those of other anim als. N or
does it present a singularity in mental asso-
ciation, that a m ysterious power, once adm it-
ted, should be applied to all such anim als as
effect the aims of their nature through anala-
gous influences, however baseless, in fact, m ay
have been the notion that originated the be-
lief of its existence.

It is not denied that phenomena similar to
those believed to exist as effects of a fascina-
ting power, have been apparently manifested
by som e animals toward the victim s of its sup -
posed influence. But as it is inconceivable
that an agent should be operative in circum
stances and in a form like that in question,
an attem pt w ill be made briefly to elucidate
the phenomena presented, by principles fur-

nished from the more fam iliar attributes of the
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186 ANIMAL FASCINATION.

animaleconomy. Although, in the view taken,
a marvelous and incom prehensible power may
be dissipated, yet an explanation of the real

facts of fascination may be afforded, more ac-

cordant with the known vital law s.
T he ability is asserted for the fascinating
anim al, to present to its supposed spell-bound

victim , colors the m ost enchanting, and the ac-
quirement of such control of the senses and
mental faculty, that an irresistible im pulse
operates to urge the wvictim , involuntarily, to
a horrid destruction, which, in the unbiassed
state of the mind, is, above all others, the m ost
repulsive and terrible. E ven with the irre-
sistible im pulse to approach the danger, a
resistance is, for a period, instituted by an
antagonistic dread, w hich vainly strives in re-
sistance of the foe, and only yields the contest
to a multiplication of the im palpable power,
and by the continued efforts and approach of
the deadly charmer.

For the purpose of showing that during the
exhibition of effects like these, the supposed
fascinator exerts but a passive agency, except
that im parted by the influence of his naturally

formidable character, and that the operating

cause, by which such effects are produced,
exist mostly in the apparent spell-bound vic-
tim, reference will here briefly be made to

physical facts of a less m ysterious character,
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w hich are presum ed capable of producing
sim ilar phenomena, and w hich are believed
adequate to solve the mysterious enigma of
anim al fascination.

It is a principle in optics, fam iliar to those
versed in the science, that an intense view of
any one of the original or com pound colors,
for a period varying in different individuals,
produces a change of the image of the color
first formed on the retina, and in its stead is
introduced that of a color opposite, or varying
from that first apparent. T his phenomenon
is what s termed occular spectra, or acci-
dental colors, and may atany time be made to
appear by intently observing, as for exam ple, a
red color, for a sufficient time, on a w hite
ground. In this instance, the red will dim inish
in brilliancy, and a yellow spectrum will ap-
pear on the white ground by averting the eye
thence. In like manner, by the substitution
of different colors, different spectra will be
exhibited, as blue for orange, white for black,
black for white, & c. Such change occurs, it
w ill be understood, in all the colors, w hen
placed on opposite ground to that of the color
first m ade the subject of experiment. T his
change is, doubtless, to be explained from the
fatigue induced upon the fibres of the optic
nerve, by means of the unusual stimulus of the
vivid im age acting on the retina. It will be
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18 8 ANIMAL FASCINATION.

readily perceived, that by the action of this
natural optical phenomenon, in a steady view
of objects of wvariegated colors, a <constant
succession of changes in the several tints will
occur,— capable, in many cases, of presenting
to the mind a splendid variety of brilliant and
pleasing hues.

Fear, when operating in its greatest inten -

sity, undoubtedly holds the strongest and m ost

engrossing influence over the intellect of any
of the mental affections. Such is the control
w hich it exerts over the mind, when inordi-
nately aroused, that the influence of reason
appears suspended by an induced tem porary

insanity, and the animal thus affected, is often
involuntarily and irresistibly im pelled into the
danger which 'it is its object to avoid. Such
is often the effect of this blind passion, that
safety (w hich is the object of its specific
action) becomes sacrificed in the bewildering
vortex created by its deranging influence.

In the explanation of the phenomena of
apparent fascination, w hat more rational can
be given, or what more accordant with the
state of facts presented, than that w hich is
capable of being derived from the optical phe-
nom ena alluded to, aided by the physical
effects susceptible of being induced by fear,
w hen in a state of extrem e stim ulation ? It is

principally the most formidable reptiles, such

ori~nal finm

G oo
plettimed by UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



ANIM AL FASCINATION. 18

as the crotilus horrida, or rattlesnake, the
cobra, or hooded snake, and a few others of the
m ost venomous character, and therefore the
m ost excitant to fear, which are supposed to
be invested with the power of charm ing. T his
fact is worthy of being borne in mind in the
explanation of the phenomena of fascination,
as here proposed to be given.

T he variegated colors of m ost poisonous
reptiles, as the rattlesnake, & c., are adequate
to explain the reputed dazzling and changing
hues, said to be presented by the charmer to
the charmed, during the unaverted view w hich
his situation would be likely to elicit, and
w hich, it is understood, is an indispensable
condition for the operation of the fascinating
influence. N o condition can be conceived
m ore favorable for the presentation of the
above noticed ocular phenomena, or none in
w hich the bewildering effects of fear would be
m ore likely to be induced, than that in w hich
the timid are placed, w hen in dangerous prox-
im ity with so formidable a foe as a deadly
reptile. T he intense gaze, with an extrem ely
excited im agination, would not only be likely
to confer intensity on the ever-changing hues

of the ocular spectree presented to the aston -

ished vision, but the deranging influence of
fear would, doubtless, be m anifested in the
17
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excitable subject, to a degree rarely effected
from any other causes.

It may even be conceived, that the visual
changes of hue, to those unacquainted w ith
their true character, (particularly in the ner-
vously susceptible,) might be adequate to the
production of a temporary distraction of the
intellect. But when, in addition, we have to
consider the accessory aid w hich these influen -
ces acquire from the engrossing affection of
fear, it is not surprising that such concurrence
should be productive ofa tem porary suspension
of all the faculties of the mind, or that they
should suffer derangement to such a degree as
to cause them to act in contravention, both to
the salutary decisions of reason and the or-
dinary prom ptings of the instinct of self-pre-
servation.

T he physiological effects of colors alluded
to, would unquestionably be greatly enhanced
under circum stances of great excitem ent from
terror, originating from objects of vision, and
in all cases would be likely to act as a sub-

sidiary disturbing cause to that em otion, so

efficient in influencing mental action. M ore
especially m ight this b e expected, when, in
addition to the necessary requisite, an una-

verted gaze, was that of mental excitation to
the extent of abstracting the attention and

concentrating it upon the exciting object. I'n
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on, therefore, with the extreme opera-
he passion, fear, there can be no doubt
influence of this phenomenon would

prom inent agency, and essentially

m odify the results ordinarily produced by the

form er;

but it is assumed, that it acts merely

as an adjunct to the engrossing passion, to

w hich all the principal effects are to be at-

tributed.

trem ely

T hat the popular notion of e X -

dazzling hues, w ith their enticing

influences, said to be presented by the fasci-

nator to

fictitious

that the

his wvictim , are in a great degree
exaggerations, is m ost probable ; but

former actually occurs in some cases

of human subjects, w hen excited by a form i-

dable reptile, is not inconsistent with the opti-

cal facts

alluded to, and therefore may have

been actually represented.

As further proof that the apparently varie-

gated colors, w hich are reputed to surround

the fascinator, are but natural optical illusions

of the subject of his influence, in the presen-

tation of which the former is an entirely pas-

sive agent, may be adduced the fact, that the

inferior

animals, w hich are far the m ost fre-

quent victim s of the supposed charm , proba-

bly poss
ception
evident

dowed
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ess in no considerable degree a per-
of the beauty of colors. And as it is
that they are but slightly, if at all, en -
w ith sentiment and im agination, on
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192 ANIMAL FASCINATION.
w hich the finer sensibilities are dependent, it
cannot be these influences upon the intellect
that essentially effect the fatal results.

W hatever, therefore, may be the character

of the affection term ed fascination, whether
excited, as is asserted in the human species, by
serpents, or in minor animals, as squirrels,
birds, & c., by the same, as well as animals of
the feline species, it is reasonable to suppose
that the mental influence is the same by w hich
their powers are involuntarily brought into
subjection to their deadly foes.

It is extrem ely probable, as before asserted,
that in all cases of apparent affection by the
power in question, whether proceeding from
reptiles or other anim als, it is a sense of their
form idable attributes w hich alone im presses
the intellect of the wvictim It is, therefore,
evidently the im pression made by fear upon
the mental faculties, w hich m ainly effects such
bewildering and exhausting derangement as
to deprive the intellect of the ability to exer-
cise its ordinary provisionary caution, and
im pels to dangers which its unbiased action
ever adm onishes to avoid.

Fear is a passion with which all anim als,
but more especially the weaker, are endow -
ed ; the final cause of w hich is self-protec-
tion and ©preservation. In cases of danger,
w hen aided by the deliberative faculties, it
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adopts the most efficacious means for the ac-
com plishment of this im portant object. T he
design of the endowmentis the sam e in all ani-
m als, w hether made subject to reason or in -
stinct, and as its object is to prom pt to efforts
for safety in danger, where the deliberative
faculties would often be inefficient, its action
is often sim ultaneous with the sense of peril
by which it is stim ulated. But it occasionally
happens that the extreme effects of the em o-
tion is so powerful, from an instant sense of
the magnitude of danger presented, that the
salutary provision, caution, becomes paralyzed
and inoperative, or the action w hich it insti-
tutes becomes so perverted, that its final aim s
are frustrated. T he faculties of the mind
and admonitory instincts, are prostrated to a
degree, that they are unable to institute salu-
tary decisions, and the entire animal im pulses
act with an incongruity which presents them

as destructive, rather than salutary m onitors.*

* A m uch e steem ed frie n d o f th e author, o f accom
p lis h e d m in d and h ig h a tta inm e nts in th e le g a | p ro -
fession, o f a nervous tem peram ent and d e lic a te h e a lth ,
in a conversation on th e in flu e nce o f e xtre m e fe ar, in
form e d h im th a t, on overlooking a precipice, an in
voluntary im pulse ever prom pted h im to pass over the
d e c livity , a lth ough , in the act, in e vita b le d e struction w as
d e picted . A n e xperience o f s im ilar im pressions, from
a sudden view o f lik e danger, has notunilre quently been
17 *
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Instances in illustration of the effects of
the extreme action of the passions and em o-
tions, but more especially that of fear, may,
sta te d to th e author, and probably is not unfam iliar to
th e re ader. T h e m e lancholy d e ath o f a lady, the w ife
o f a distin g uis hed clergym an, at T renton F alls, a fe w
years since, by a p re cip ita tio n in to th e chasm and
w aters beneath, has been im puted to th e in fluence m en
tioned, and, perhaps, a fford s th e m o st s atisfactory e x
p lan ation of that m ysterious event. T h e d eranging
in flu e n c e o f th e s trong and sudden e m o tion o f fe ar, as
w e |l on th e senses as the m in d , is th u s b e a u tifu Ily illu s
tra te d by S hakspeare's description of D over C liffs

i “How fearful
And dizzy ’tis to cast one’s eyes so low !
The crows and choughs, that wing the midway air,
Shew scarce so gross as beetles. Half way down
Hangs one that gathers samphire . dreadful trade ?
M ethinks he seems no bigger than his head.
The fishermen that walk upon the beach,
Appear like mice ; and yon tallanchoring bark,
D iminish’d to her cock; her cock, a buoy,
Almost too small forsight. The murmuring surge,
Thaton th”unnumber’d idle pebbles chafes,
Cannotbe heard so high. 1’ look no more,
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight
Topple down headlong.”

T hese fa cts, in illu s tra tio n o f th e in flu e n c e o f sudden
fe ar, in e ffe c tin g derangem ent o f the m ental fa cultie s
are appropriate e vidence to s how th at th e sam e in flu
ence, aided by the circum stances m entioned in th e te x t,
are adequate to e x p la in th e phenom ena, as w e Il as th e ir
e ffe cts, w itn e s s e d in th e apparent state o f charm ing by
anim als.

A nger, as a passion nearly a llie d to fe a r, as regards
its instantaneous operation on the m ind, w hen s tim u la te d
by unexpected occasions fo r its a c tion , o fte n e ffe cts
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to any extent, be adduced. T hus the hum an
m other will plunge into lire or water, to grasp
her infant perishing in those elem ents, thought-
less of the consequences to her own safety.
Death s often sought, and effected, in the

extrem e distractions of grief, in counteraction

of the instinctive love of life ; and despair,
from sudden and irretrievable losses, often
im pels to a voluntary self-im m olation. M any

anim als, in extrem e and sudden fright, in their
attem pts for safety, often destroy their lives
by the incautious means em ployed. T he par-
tridge often plunges against buildings or trees,
by which its destruction is effected, w hen ex-
cited by an instant representation of danger.
T he horse refuses to leave his burning stall,
and if com pelled to a place of safety, rushes
back to destruction, w hen not secured by res-
traint. V arious other instances of the disas-
trous effects of excessive and sudden fear

m ight be mentioned, but it is presumed that

they will readily be suggested to the reader.
Indeed, general observation will attest, that
tem porary derangem ent o f the fa c u Itie s . I'n th is s ta te

th e m in d becomes so deprived o f the pow erofdelibera -

tion, as to produce lik e disastrous results w ith th e la tte r.
B oth , w hen s tim ulated by sudden and in ordin a te causes,
are o fte n converted in to th e m o st d e structive agents,
th e re by b ecom ing perversive o f th e obijects for w h ic h

th ey w ere m an ife s tly d e signed by the C re ator.
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both instinct and intellect, the natural con-
servative agents of life, often become the m ost
ready instruments for its destruction, w hen
dangers are presented in attitudes that dis-
concert the influence w hich they ordinarily
hold over their dependent organs.

AIll animals are endowed w ith adm onito -
ry instincts, w hich prompt to the em brace
of appropriate means for securing a supply of
their system atic wants, as well as for the pro-
tection of them selves and their offspring.—
T his monitor, doubtless, directs som e anim als,
such as the reputed charmers, or those that
prey upon the weaker species, to excite in
their intended victims the extreme em otion of
fear, for the purpose of their arrest; either by
assuming before them a terrific attitude, there-
by directly disconcerting their powers of es-
cape, by the overw helm ing influences of instant
jeopardy; or it directs them to seek a posi-
tion in the wvicinity of their young progeny,
to excite apprehension for the safety of these,
and thereby induce an exhausting struggle in
their defense.

T his induced exertion, aided by the dis-
tracting influence of parental solicitude, w hile
it renders them reckless of individual safety,
effects an exhaustion of their bodily powers

that not unfrequently term inates in their fall-
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ing wvictim s to parental affection.* E ven the
school boy w ill attest to the bold and perse-
vering efforts of the most timid parent bird,
in the resistance made to his incursions upon
the dom ain of her progeny, and the daring
exposures of her individual safety in their de-
fense. But when the danger arises from her
natural enem vy, the reptile or the cat, her ef-
forts are increased in reckless daring, to a
degree proportionate to her instinctive con -
sciousness of the deadly designs of the adver-
sary. T he w ily intruder, sensible that per-
severance will most likely effect his design,
patiently awaits the period when, through ex-
haustion, or w ild desperation, she ventures
w ithin his grasp.

* T h e lo v e o f o ffs prin g, as o fte n m a n ife s te d in th e
h um an nd other species, o fte n e quals th at o f life , and
w hen brought into con flict, th e form er not unfre guently
predom inates. w h e n e xtrem ely aroused by im m in e nt
p e rils to w h ic h its obiject is exposed, it often prom pts to
e ffo rt fo r p rote ction e qually vigorous and d arin g as

w h en personal safety is th e consideration. T his strong
and engrossing p assion is m o st m a n ife st in anim als
w hen th e ir young are in th e stage o frearing, in w h ic h

h e lp le s s

dangered

becom e

powers

defense.
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state fe w anim als w ill abandon th e m w hen e n
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T hat the asserted fascinator is a passive
agent in effecting the changes acting upon
the victim of his influence, either in present-
ing variable hues, or other factitious represen -
tations deviating from those originating from
ordinary anim al endowments, is rendered
certain from the fact, that the more calm and
indifferent beholder witnesses no deviation
w hatever, either in his ordinary colors, or
other natural qualities, any further than those
w hich his ordinary instinct, or experience,
might suggest as m ost suitably adapted for the
arrest of his prey.

Every species of anim als evidently possess
instincts operating in some degree diverse from
those of others, which are to be viewed as w ise
adaptations to the wants and abilities of the or-
ganic structure of their possessors. T hat the
few species, therefore, represented as charmers,
should exhibit actions, when employed in pro-
curing sustenance, deviating from others of a
different organization, need not surprise the
observer of general animal nature, since sim
ilar deviations in anim al attributes w ill be
found characterizing m ost other kinds, which,
if less marvelous in consequence of being view -
ed as im mediate stuctural operations, are no
less m ysterious and inexplicable. If many of
these have not been referred to a power hav-

ing no sensibly material origin, like that of
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the conceived power of fascination, it is proba-
bly for the reason, that their accom panying
phenomena have failed to im press the mind
w ith the requisite marvels and m ysteries

w hich the latter is better calculated to gene-

rate. Such mysterious character is proved by
all observation to be a necessary aliment to
sustain a beliefin whatever is obscure, incom

prehensible, and difficult of investigation by

the senses.

T he power under consideration, in the
light in w hich it has been presented, admits
of explanation, as an ordinary faculty, either

by viewing it as an original sagacity supplied
by intellect or instinct, or that these have been
im proved by the experience of a long succes-
sion of their species, in localities and under
circum stances deviating from those for w hich
their original natures were destined.

T his im provement and accommodation of
animal attributes, as well instinct as intel-
lect, is exhibited in most species when trans-
lated to situations in w hich the natural ob-
jects on w hich they subsist are deficient. A s
it is an obvious fact, that most kinds of ani-
m als, from various accidents, have been exten -
sively dispersed from their original locations,
there is great reason for believing that many
kinds have acquired greater or less additions
to the sagacities with which they were origi-

nally supplied.
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A reference to either or both of the above
suppositions, may afford an explanation of the
artful sagacity w hich leads serpents, or other
supposed charming anim als, to locations w here
their contem plated victim s are em ployed in
the rearing of offspring, that by exciting the
conflicting instincts in the m anner stated, they
may be subdued by the artful device, and the
captor be enabled to secure a supply of his
wants from a source that his natural organic
abilities would seem to render him otherwise
hopeless of obtaining. In a physiological view
of the subject, therefore, the conclusion, from

the state of facts, is nearly im perative, that the

reputed state of fascination, w ith all its at-
tendant phenomena, is but a mental, or per-
haps in the lower species, an instinctive be-

wilderment, effected by the deranging action
of extreme passion. T his may, perhaps, be
aided in some cases by the optical illusions
noticed, when in dangerous proxim ity with a
formidable and deadly foe, in w hich state a
lively sense of im minent peril so operates
upon the intellect, as to produce a tem porary
hallucination or derangement of the natural

faculties, or so disorders the action of the self-

protective instincts, as for a time to abolish
the ordinary physical ability to secure safety.
In this condition the victim is im pelled, in -

voluntarily, to rush into the form idable danger,

(by a striking sense of which, the deranged
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state of the intellect has been induced,) even
against the admonition of the will and the
instincts, w hich, in a slate of deliberation,

prom ptly adm onish a retreat from its precincts.

If, therefore, all the actions of anim als in
the assumed state of fascination, as well as
those by which this condition is induced, are
susceptible of a reference to the operation of
their ordinary but generally incom prehensible
instincts, passions and intellect, it certainly is
m ore rational to resort to the intricate though
adm itted organic action that originate these,
for an explanation of the celebrated phenom
ena, than to refer them to a still more inexpli-
cable and incom prehensible power, the exist-
ence of which is a mere assum ption from a
series of extraordinary actions witnessed, to
w hich are im puted energies capable of being
operative far beyond the ordinary organic or
physical force of the agent by w hich they are
exerted.

In the intricate phenomena of nature, it is
altogether more philosophical to have recourse
to known facts, and where these are deficient,
to analogies, for their solution, than by aban-
doning such, because inadequate for their en -
tire explanation, to assume the existence of
animal properties w hich neither m atter or
mind are known to possess. Indeed, this m ust
be conceded as the only justifiable mode of

18
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reasoning, especially when the opposing facts
are mere conceivable existences, incapable of
being reconciled with any of the recognized
laws by which either are governed.

T he above being an adm itted position, it
of course follow s, that if the facts apparent in
the assumed state of fascination are suscepti-
ble of an explanation, as being ordinary m ani-

festations of instinct, passion, or intellect, w ith

one or all of which every animal is evidently
endowed, it is unphilosophical to reject these
ordinary animal properties in attem pting its

solution, for the reason only thatthey may ap-
pear inadequate to explain its minor phenom

ena. T his view is far more rational than that
w hich admits a new agency for its production,
w hich neither holds a sim ilitude with any of
the affections adm itted as legitim ate anim al
attributes, nor in fact is susceptible of being
derived from any Kknown property or law of
anim al nature.

If such a principle is adm itted as legitim ate
in the science of life, there is reason to appre-
hend that the truths dependent upon physiolo-
gical science will be involved in obscurity;
and, indeed, that the natural sciences generally,
instead of arriving at the state of development
w hich their friends and cultivators have anti-
cipated, are in danger of failing in their at-
tainment of that exactness.from w hich their

greatest utility can be derived.



C ONCULUSION

It is to be regretted that, in this enlightened
age, the propensity for the novel and the mar-
velous should be permitted so far to obscure
reason and judgment, as to prevent a reference
to known phenomena or facts, for an explana-
tion of w hatever appears new, strange, or mys-
terious ; more especially when such is opposed
to all sensible and rational experience.

T he various illusions of the senses, and the
im positions w hich have ever been practiced to
deceive m ankind in less enlightened ages,
ought to adm onish us not to give our assent
to pretended discoveries or speciously con -
structed system s, w hich are discordant with
com m on observation and general experience,
w ithoutadeliberate exam ination. By aneglect
of such caution, there is danger that evils sim
ilar to those alluded to, as having been instru-
m ental in earlier periods in retarding m an -
kind in their progress toward true knowledge,
should have the like effect on the present age.
Every age has had its peculiar superstitions
and objects of credulity, w hich have flourished
and held a duration proportionate to the ability
of their promulgators to sustain their character

for novelty, and the drapery of mystery w hich
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concealed their deform ities. T his essential
alim ent to credulity has been well understood
and applied by designing knaves and im pos-

tors, to obtain the ends of their unholy am bi-
tion ; and observation too clearly m anifests the
success which has attended their experiments
on popular credulity. T o attest this fact re-
quires but a reference to the attention and
popular approbation with w hich the pretended
discoveries alluded to are generally received.
Such are the varieties of nostrum s and pana-
ceas of the quack, of mesmerism , of fanatical
sects in religion, together with the alm ost in -
finite variety of other worthless inventions and
fictions of the im agination, w hich knavery is
perpetually devising, and w hich are thrust
upon the public by their inventors with an ar-
rogance and impudence unparalleled, except
in the history of charlatanism

T hese are too com m only grasped w ith avid -
ity by the devotees of novelty, to the no sm all
detriment of their interests and intellectual
claim s.

E ach nostrum or superstition enjoys, in turn,
a period of ascendency sufficient to accom
plish the selfish object w hich led the im postor
to its invention. E ach has succeeded in a de-
gree proportioned to the ability of its inventor
to sustain its occult character, and each inva-

riably has declined in a ratio having corres-
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pondence with the loss of this essential re-
quisite for success.

Such is the uniform character w hich history
and observation furnishes of credulity and su-
perstition, and such the arts and m achinations
w ith w hich designing im postors, in every age,
have approached the weak and the credulous,
w ith designs upon their interest and welfare.
It may well then be asked, whether, in an en -
lightened period like the present, with exam
ples so abounding as those furnished from past
ages, the time has not arrived when it would
be proper to review our position by the light
w hich the past furnishes ; and before we ridi-
cule past generations for their errors and delu-
sions, furnish evidence that we, though per-
haps in other forms, are not in a like category,
and therefore in danger of being jeered in turn
by our successors, for the errors w hich we
foster and cherish.

If such happy result as the banishment of
error from the entire mass of society is ever
accom plished, it can alone b e effected by
allow ing reason a legitim ate predom inance
over the passions and im agination, that it may
be enabled to separate truth from falsehood,
by the standards w hich it is capable of fur-
nishing. Such exercise of reason, aided by
experience and a healthy operation of the
senses, would divest knavery and im posture of

1 8 *
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their m ystery and m arvelousness ; and the
im postors, w ho weave their detestable fabrics,
would be shorn of their ability to prey upon
the interests and happiness of the species in
w hich they <claim a rank. By allowing the
native faculties of the mind this salutary exer-
cise, a test might be afforded by which the
line of dem arkation between truth and error
would be defined; reason would assume the
governance of mental action; im postors, with
their arts atnd delusive system s, would be con -
signed to m erited obloquy; and the progress
of society would be onward toward that per-
fection for w hich the Creator manifestly de-

signed the human species.
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Frost.— The L ife of Gen. Zachary Taylor,

W ith N otes of the W ar in N orthern and Southern M exico ; with Biographical

Sketches of the O fficers who have distinguished themselves in the M exican

W ar. By Jonn Frose, LL.D ., author of“ The Book of the Army,"” etc., etc.
One vol. 12mo, illustrated w ith Portraits and Plates. $1,00.

G adzot.— H istory of C ivilization in E urope,
From the Fall of the Roman Empire to the French Revolution. By F. G uizot,
late Professor of Histbry, and Prime M inister of France. Translated by W m
Hazlitt. Four volumes, 12mo, cloth, $3,50, s

G uizot.— H istory of the E nglish R evolution
of 1640, from the Accession of Charles 1. to his Death. By F. G uvizor, the
Prime M inister of France ; Author of “ History of Civilization in Europe,” etc.,
etc. Translated by W illiam Hazlitt. In two volumes, I2m o. Paper cover,
$1,00 ; or two volumes bound in one, cloth, $1,25.

H ull.— R evolutionary Services and C ivilL ife of G en
W illiam Hull, from 1775 to 1805. Prepared from his M anuscripts by his
f icoloer” Mrs. M aria Camopbertr : together with the History of the Campaign
ot 1812, and Surrender of the Post at Detroit, by his Grandson, James F
man Clarke. One vol. 8vo, $2,00.
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K ohlrausch.— H istory of G erm any,
From the Earliest Period to the Present Time. BY Frederick Konitrausch
C hief of the Board of Education for the Kingdom of Hanover, and late Pro-
fessor of History in the Polytechnic School. Translated from the last German

edition, by James D. Haas. One volume, 8vo, of 500 pages, with

Index, $1,50.

K ing.— The A rgentine R epublic.
Twenty-four Y ears in the Argentine Republic ; em bracing its Civil
tary History, and an Account of its Political Condition before and d

A dm inistration of Gov. Rosas; his course of Policy, the Causes and

com plete

and M ili-
uring the

C haracter

of his interference w ith the Government of M ontevideo, and the Circum stances

w hich led to the Interposition of England and France. ~By Col. J.

A nthoon i

K ino, an O fficer in the Army ofthe Republic. One volume, I2m o, $1,00.

M ahon.— H istory of E ngland,
Embracing from the Peace of U trecht to the Peace of Paris, 1763. By L ora
M anon. E dited, with the consent and revision of the author, by Henry Reed,
LL.D. ofthe University of Pa. 2 vols. 8vo, $5,00.

M ichelet.— T he H istory of F rance,
From the Earliest Period. By M. M icherter, Professor of History in the Col-
lege of France. Two vols. 8vo, $3,50.

M ichelet.— T he H istory of the R om an R epublic.
By M. M icnetecr. Translated from the French, by W m . Hazlitt. One voi.,
12m O, 1,00. Paper cover, 75 cts.

M ichelet— T he L ife of M artin L ather,
G athered from his own W ritings. By M. M ichertec. Translated by G . H
Smith, F.G S. I2m o, paper cover, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 cts.

M ichelet.— T he People.
By M. Michelet. Translated by G. H. Smith, F.G.S. I2mo, paper cover,
37 cts. ; cloth, 62 cts.

N apoleon.— P ictorial H istory
Of Napoleon Bonaparte, translated from the French of M. L aurent ae LA r-
aeciie, With Five Hundred spirited Illustrations, after designs by Horace Vernet,
and twenty Original Portraits. Complete in two handsome volumes, 8vo,
about 500 pages each, $3,50 ; or in one vol., $3,00.

>0 'C allaghan.— H istory of N ew N eth erlandj
Or, New- York under the D utch. By E. B. O0O'Cairtagnan, Corresponding
M ember of the New-Y ork Historical Society. Two 8vo. volumes, accompa-
nied with a fac-simile of the Original M ap of New Netherland, etc. $5,00.

Powell.— L ife of M ayor-G eneral Zachary Taylor,
W ith an Account of his Early Victories,and Brilliant Achievements in M exico;
including the Siege of M onterey, and B attle of Bueiv”~V ista. By C. F.Pouw 1.
8vo, with Portrait. Paper cover, 25 cts.

R owan.— H istory of the F rench R evolution ;
Its Causes and Consequences. By F. M aciecan R ow an Two volume*- 18m *

cts.: r"two volsi in one, 63 cts.
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Stevens.— A H istory of G eorgia,
From its First Discovery by Europeans to the Adoption of the Present Con-
stitution in 1798. By Rev. W irtr1ian Bacon Stevens, M.D. Vol. I. 8vo,
$2,5(1. % * To be completed in two volumes.

Taylor.— A M anwual of H istory
A M anual of Ancient and M odern History, comprising:— 1. Ancient History,

containing the Political History, Geographical Position, and Social State of the
Principal N ations of Antiquity, carefully digested from the Ancient W riters
and illustrated by the discoveries of M odern Scholars and Travellers. 2. M o-
dem History, containing the Rise and Progress of the Principal European N a-

tions, their Political History, and the Changes in their Social Condition, w ith a

H istory of the Colonies founded by Europeans. By W . Cooke T ayior,LL.D.,
of Trinity College, Dublin. Revised, with Additions on A merican History, by
C. S. Henry, D.D ., Professor of History in the University of New-Y ork. One

handsome volume, 8vo, of 800 pages, $2,50.
CT For convenience as a Class-Book, the Ancient or M odern portion can be

had in separate volumes.

Twiss.— T he Oregon Territory j ,
Its History and Discovery, including an account of the Convention ofthe Escu-
rial; also, the Treaties and N egotiations between the United States and G reat
B ritain— held at various times for the Settlement of a Boundary Line— and an

exam ination ofthe whole question in respect to Facts and the Law of N ations.

By T ravers T wiss, D.C.L. I2m o, paper cover, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 cts.
/

POETRY

A m erican P oets.— G em sfrom A m erican P oets.
Contains selections from nearly one hundred writers ; among whom are Bryant.
Halleck, Longfellow, Percival, W hittier, Sprague, Brainerd, Dana, W illis,

Pinckney, Alston, Hillhouse, M rs. Sigourney, L. M. Davidson, Lucy Hooper,

M rs. Embury, Mrs. Hale, etc., etc. One vol. 32m o, frontispiece, 37" cts.
A m elia.— P oem s.
By A neiia (Mrs. Welby), of Louisville, Ky. Sixth edition. One volum e,
12mo, $1,25 ; gilt leaves, $1,50 ; morocco, $2,50.
The same on large and fine paper, with illustrations on steel from paintings by W ier. o n
vol 8vo.82,50; giltleaves, 83,00; morocco, 84,00 .
B rowmnell.— P oem s.
By H. H. Brownneti. One vol. I12m o, price 75 cents.
B urns.— The Comoplete P oetical W orks

Of Robvert Burns, With Explanatory and G lossarial N otes, and a Life of the

Author. By James Currie, M .D. Illustrated w ith six Steel Engravings.
16mo, $1,25 ; gilt edges, $2,00 ; morocco, $2,50.

B utler.— H udibras.
By Samuet Buvtier W ith N otes and a Literary N otice, by the Rev. T . R.
N ash, D .D .; illustrated w ith Portraits, and containing a new and complete

Index. 16ino, $1,50 ; gilt edges, $2,25 ; morocco, $3,00.

B yron .— C hilde H aroldi1ls P ilgrim age
A Romance. By Lora Byron. Illustrated, 16m o, $1.25 ; gilt edges, $2 .00
morocco, $2,50 ; cheap edition, 18mo, 50 cts.
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B yron.— The CompleteP oetical W orks ofL ordB yron
Collected and arranged, with illustrative N otes, by Thos. Moore, Lord Jeffrey,
Sir W alter Scott, Prof. W ilson, J. G. Lockhart, Thoma3 Campbell, etc., etc.
Illustrated,w ith a Portrait, and ten elegant Steel Engravings. One vol. 8vo,
cloth, $4,00, cloth, extra gilt leaves, $5,00, morocco extra, $6,50; or a
cheaper paper edition, with portrait only, $2,50"

Cowoper.— T he Complete P oetical W orhs
OfW itiiam Cow per, Esq., including the Hymns, and Translations from M ad.

Guion, M ilton, etc , and Adam, a Sacred Drama, from the Italian of B attista
A ndreini, with a M emoir of the Author. By the RevV. H enry Stevbbings, A.M
One vol. I6mo, 800 pages, $1,50; giltedges, $2,25; morocco, $3,00.

Camopbell.— T he Comoplete P oetical W orks

Of T homas Camopbertrt Illustrated w ith a fine Portrait and several handsome

Steel Engravings. One vol. Ifimo, $1,50 ; gilt edges, $2,25 ; morocco, $3,00.

D ante.— T he V ision of H ell, P urgatory, and P arar

disc, of D ante A 1 ighnieri. Translated by the Rev. Henry Cary, A .M . W ith
a Life of Dante, Chronological View of his Age, Additional Notes and Index.
Illustrated with Twelve Steel Engravings, from Designs by John Flaxm an.R .A .,
and a finely engraved Portrait. One elegantly printed volume, I6mo, $1,50 ;

gilt edges, $2,25 ; morocco, $3,00.

G h'iswold.— T he Sacred P oets of E ngland and A m e-
rica > Three Centuries. Edited by Rufus W . Griswold. Illustrated w ith Steel
Engravings. One handsome 8vo vol., 550 pages, $2,00 ; gilt edges, $2,50.

List of A utnors.—GeorgeGaseoinc, Edm ond Spenser, M ichael Drayton, Sir Henry W ot-
ton, Barnabe Barnes, Sir John D avis, Francis Davison, Joseph B ryan John Donne, Ben Jonson,
Thomas Carew, George Sandys, Sir J Beaumont, Phineas Fletcher, W illiam Drummond, G iles
Fletcher, llenry K ing, James Shirley, George W ither, Robert Herrick, Frances Q uarles, Thom as
Heyvvood, Richard Crashaw, Patrick Carey, W . Habington, Edmund W aller, John M ilton,
Jeremy Taylor, Sir E, Sherborne, Henry M ore, Abraham Cowley, Andrew M arvell, Henry

Vaughan, Geo. Herbert, Thom as Randolph, Richard Baxter, John Quarles, Sir R Blackmore,
Thom as Flatm an, R ev John Norris, Ilsaac W atts, Thomas Parnell, Edward Y oung, Robert
Blair, James Thomson, Charles W esley, James M errick, Chris. Smart, W illiam Cowper, John

Lojpn., N. Cotton, J. Grahame, Anne Steele, A. M. Toplady, J. Scott, Hannah M ore, Anna

L. Barbauld, T Dwight, J. Q. Adams, W . W ordsworth, James M ontgomery, James Hogg,
s. T Coleridge, Robert Southey, W Herbert, C Cc . Colton, R Hcber, [} Barton, - K
W hite, J. Pierpoint, George Croly, A . Norton, R [N Dana, W K nox. J A H illhouse, H H
M ilm an, Bp M ant, Felicia liem a «, i Sigourney, C. W ilcox, J N Eastburn, W . B
Peabody, 1. K nowles, B p Doane, J K enle, Robert Pollok, J M oultrie, G W Bethnne,
W m . Croswell, J G W hittier, Sir Robert G iant, W . C Bryant, A . C Cox, lsaac W illiam *
H aReck.— T he Complete P oetical W orks

OfFitz-G reene H atiecck N ow first collected. Illustrated w ith elegant Steel
Engravings from Paintings by A merican A rtists, One vol. 8vo, $3,50; gilt

edges, $4,00 ; morocco, $6,00.

H em ans.— T he Complete P oetical W orks
OfFericia Hemans, printed from the last English edition, edited by her Sister.
Illustrated w ith Six Steel Engravings. Two beautifully printed and portablo

volumes, I6mo, $2,50 ; gilt edges, $4,00; morocco, $5,00.

Hemocms.— Songs of the A ffection s,
By Fericia H emans. One volume, 32mo, gilt, 31 cts.
Lord.— P oem s,

By W i ORD. I2m o, illum inated cover, 7
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M oore.— Complete P oetical W orks

OfT homas M oore, beautifully printed in clear legible type, in exact im itation

of the recent corrected London edition. Illustrated w ith numerous fine Steel
Engravings and an elegantly-engraved Portrait of the Awuthor, One volume,
8vo, $4,00 ; gilt edges, $5,00 ; morocco, $7,00. Cheap edition, Portrait and

Vignette, only $2,50.

M oore.— 1lrish M elodies

BY T homas M oore, With the original prefatory L etter on M usic. 32mo, 38 cts.

M oore.— L alla R ook h .,
An Oriental Romance. BY T homas M oore 32mo, cloth gilt, 38 cts.
M ilton.— T he Complete P oetical W orks

OfJonn M itton,with Explanatory N otes and a Life of the Author, by the Rev.
Henry Stebbing, A. M. Illustrated with Six Steel Engravings. One volum e,

16mo, $1,25 ; gilt edges, $2,00 ; morocco, $2,50.

M ilton,.— P al/radise L ost,
By Jonn M it ton . W ith N otes, by Rev. H. Stebbing. One volume, 18mo,
cloth, 38 cts. ; gilt leaves, 50 cts.

Pollok.— T he Course of T im e,
BY Robert P oitiock W ith a Life ofthe A uthor, and complete Analytical In-
dex, prepared expressly for this edition. 32mo, frontispiece, 38 cts.

P oetic L acon (T he), or A phorism s from the P oets.
Edited by Ben. Cassedact. M iniature size, 38 cts.

Pope.— T he W orks
Of A texander Poope. Complete, with Notes by Dr. W arburton, and illustra-
tions on Steel. 16mo, $1,50 ; gilt edges, $2,25 ; morocco, $3,00.

Southey.— T he Com plete P oetical W orks
OfRobert Souwtney, Esq ,LL. D. The ten volume London edition in one
elegant volume, royal 8vo. Illustrated with a Portrait and several fine Steel

Engravings, $3,50 ; gilt edges, $4,50 ; morocco, $(j,50.

Contents.— Joan of Arc, Juvenile and M inor Poem s, Thalaba the Destroy-
er, M adoc, Ballads and M etrical Tales, The Curse of Kehama, Roderick, the
last of the G oths, T he Poet’s Pilgrimage to W ateiioo, Lay of the Laureate,

Vision ofJudgment, Oliver Newman, & c.

Scott.— L ady of the L ake,
A Poem. By Sir W asrcer Scortr. 18mo, cloth, 38 cts.; gilt edges, 50 cts.
Scott.— M arm ion

A Tale of Flodden Field. By Sirw ai1t.Scocee. I8mo0,38 cts. ; giltedg., 50 eta

Scott.— L ay of the L ast M instrel,
A Poem. By Sir W airtter Scourter. 18mo, 25 cts.; gilt edges, 38 cts.
Scott.— T he P oetical W orks

ofsir Walter SCOtt, Bart. Containing Lay of the Last M instrel, M arm ion,
Lake, Don Roderick, Rokeby, Ballads, Lyrics, and Sonps, with a

iior ? A?thor- Illustrated w itu six Steel Engravings. One vol. 16mo,
$1*25; giltedges, $2,00 ; morocco $2,50.
Original frtxn
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TJvom son .— T he Seasons,

A Poem . By James T homson. One volume, 32mo, cloth, gilt leaves, 38 cts.

T asso.— T he Jerusalem D elivered

OfTorgquato T asso Translated into English Spenserian verse,with a Life of
the Author,by J. H. W iffen. Twovolumesof the last London edition, reprinted
in one elegant 16mo volume, illustrated with a finely engraved Portrait and

several beautiful Steel Engravings, $1,50 ; giltedges, $2,25 ; morocco, $3,00.

Young.— N ight T houghts.

The Complaint, or Night Thoughts. By Eawardg Y oung, D. D. M iniature

size volume, elegantly printed, 38 cts.

RELIGI10 US

A rnold.— R ugby School Serm ons.

Sermons preached in the Chapel of Rugby School,with an address before Cc on -

firm ation. BY T homas A rnora, D.D. One volume, 16mo, 50 cts.

A nthon.— A n R a sy C atechism for C h ildren e
Or, The Church Catechism with Scripture Proofs. By Henry Antnon, D.D.,
Rector of St. M ark’s Church, New -Y ork. Part 1, price 6% cts.

A nthon . — C atechism s on the H om ilies of the C huwurch
BY Henry A ntnon, D.D. I8m o., paper cover, cts.

A K em pis.— O f the Im itation of C h rist:

Four Books by T nomas & Kempis. I6mo, $1,00. Reduced to 75 cts.

JBw 'net.— A n E x position o f the X X X I X . A rticles
of the Church of England. By G itbert Burner, D D., late Bishop of Salis-
bury. W ith an Appendix, containing the Augsburg Confession, Creed of Pope
Pius IV , &c. Revised and corrected with copious Notes and Additional Refer-
ences, by the Rev. James R. Page, A.M . One handsome 8vo volume, $2,00

jBurnet.— T he H isU nop o f th e R eform ation o f th e
Church ofEngland. By Gitbert Burnet,D.D., late Lord Bishop of Salisbury

w ith the Collection of Records and a copious Index, revised and <corrected,

w ith A dditional N otes and a Preface, by the Rev. E. Nares, D.D. Illustrated
w ith tw enty-three engraved Portraits. 4 vols , $8,00. Reduced to $6,00.
A cheap edition is printed, containing the H istory in three volumes, without the Records,
wnich form the fourth volume of the above Price, $3,50.
B em en.— A H elp to C atechising
For the use of Clergymen, Schools, and Private Families. By James Beaven
D .D., Professor of Theology at King’s College, Toronto. Revised and adapted

to the use of the Protestant Episcopal Chuich in the United States. By Henry

A nthon, D D. 18mo, paper, cents.

B radley.— F am ily and P arish Serm on s:
Preached at Clapham and G lasbury. By the Rev. Chartes Bradiey. From
tne seventh Lonldon edition. Two volumes in one, 8vo, $>1.25.

Dgltlzed w > n OnginB I from
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B ook of Common P rayer— N ew Standard E dition
The Book of Common Prayer and A dm inistration of the Sacraments and othei
R ites and Ceremonies of the Church, according to the use of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the United States of A merica, together with the Psaltei oi

Psalm s of David. Illustrated w ith Steel Engravings by O vernvbeck, and a finely
illum inated title page, in various elegant bindings. Five different sizes.
B radley.— P ractical Serm ons

For every Sunday throughout the year and principal holidays. Two tc'nines

of English edition in one 8vo, $1,50.

The above two volumes may be bound in one. Price, $2,00,
Cruden .— Concordance of the N ew T estam ent.
BY Atexander Cruden, M .A . W ith a M emoir of the Author, by W . Young-
man. A bridged from the last London edition, by W illiam Patton, D.D . Por-
trait. One volume, 32m o, sheep, 50 cents.
C otter.— T he M ass al/nd P vhrics

Of the Roman Catholic Church, translated into English, with Notes and R e-

marks. By the Rev. Jonn R. Coteer, A .M . 18mo, 50 cents.

Clarke.— Scripture P rom ises,

Under their proper heads, representing the Blessings Promised, and the D uties

to which Promises are made. By Samuen Cirarxe, D.D. 37J) cents.

E vans.— T he Pectory of V alehead ;
Or, The Records of a Holy Home. By the Rev. R. W . E vans. From the
tw elfth English edition. One volume, 16mo, 75 cts. Reduced to 50 cts.

Faber.— T he P rim itive D octrine of E lection ',
Or, an Historical Inquiry into the Ideality and Causation of Scriptural Election,
as received and m aintained in the primitive Church of Christ. By G corge
Stantey Faber, B.D. One volume, 8vo, $1,75.

F oster.— E ssays on- C hristian M ongols,
Experimental and Practical. Originally delivered as Lectures at Broadmead
Chapel, Bristol. By Jonn Foster. One volume, 18mo, 50 cents.

G resley.— P ortrait of a C hurchm an
By the Rev. W . G restey, A.M . From the seventh English edition. One
elegant volume, 16mo, 75 cts. Reduced to 50 cts.

G resley.— A T reatise on P reaching,
In a Series of Letters. By the Rev. W . G resiey, M A Revised, with Supple-
mentary N otes, by the Rev. Benjamin |I. Haight, M .A ., Rector of AIll Saints’
Church, N. Y. One volume, I2mo, $1,25.

H ook .— T h e Ch'oss of C h rist;

Or, Meditations on the Death and Passion of our Blessed Lord and Saviour.

Edited by W . F. H oo, D.D.,Vicar of Leeds. 16m o, 63 cts. Reduced to 50 cts.

H ooker.— T he Complete W 0?'ks
O f that learned and judicious divine, Mr. R ichara H ooker, WIith an account
of his Life and death, by Isaac W alton. Arranged by the Rev. John Keble,
M A . First American from the last Oxford edition. W ith a complete general

Index, and Index of the texts of Scripture, prepared expressly for this edition.
Two volumes, 8vo, $4,00.
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lves.— 1T he A postleslD octrine and F ellow ship j

Five Sermons, preached in the principal Churches of his Diocese, during hi*

Spring Visitation, 1844, By the Right Rev. L. S. Ives, D.D., LL.D. 16 m o
63 cents. Reduced to 50 cents.

Jam es.— H appiness, its N ature and Sources.
By Rev. Jonn A ogerr James. One volume, 32mo, 25 cents.

Jam es.— T he Young M an from H om e.

In a Series of Lectures, especially intended for the M oral A dvancement of

Y outh. By Rev. Jonn A ngeix James. Fifth edition. One vol. 18mo, 38 cts

Jam es.— T he W idow D irected
To the W idow’s God. By Rev. Jonn A nger James. One vol. '18m o,
38 cents. »

Jal/t'vis.— A R eply to D octor M ilner'l “E nd of R eli-
gious Controversy,” so far as the Churches of the English Communion aro
concerned. By Samuet Faemar Jarvis, D.D., LL.D. I2m o, 75 cents.

K eble.— T he C hristian Y ear.

Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and Holidays throughout the Y ear. 16mo,
75 cents; illustrated, $1,00.

K in gsley.— T he Sacred C hoir.
‘A Collection of Church M usic, consisting of Selections from the most distin-
guished A uthors, among whom are the names of Haydn, M ozart, Beethoven,
Pergolessi, & ,c., &.c , with several pieces of M usic by the A uthor ; also a Pro-
gressive Elem entary System of Instruction for Pupils By G eorge K

ingstey,

A uthor of the Social Choir, & c., &,c. A new edition. 75 cents.

L ight in the D w elling ;
Or, a Harmony of the Four Gospels, with short and simple Remarks, adapted

to Reading at Family Prayers, and arranged in 365 sections, for every day in

the year. By the author of“ Peep of Day,” “ Line upon Line,” etc., etc. One
volume, 8vo, $1,75.
L yra A postolica
From the Fifth English edition. One elegantly-printed volume, 75 cts.
M agee— On Atonement and Sacrifice.
Discourses and D issertations on the Scriptural Doctrines of Atonement and

Sacrifice, and on the Principal Arguments advanced, and the M ode of Reason-
ing employed by the Opponents of those D octrines, as held by the Established
Church. By the late most Rev. W i11ian M agee,D. D., Archbishop of Dublin.

Two volumes, 8vo, $5,00.

M arshall.— N otes on the E piscopal P olity

O f the Holy Catholic Church, with some account of the Developments of M o-

dern Religious System s By T homas W it1iam M arsnarr, B. A ., of the Dio-
cese of Salisbury. E dited by Jonathan M. W ainwright, D D. W ith a new
and complete. Index of the Subjects and of the Texts of Scripture. One vol.
12mo, $1,25. Reduced to $1,00.
M anning.— T he U nity of the C hurch
By the Rev. H enry E adw arad M anning, M. A ., Archdeacon of Chichester.
One-vpiume, LjSmo, $2,00. Reduced to 75 cts
Digitized by u 0 1.0 9 o rtematirom
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M aurice.— T he K ingdom of C hrist/
Or, Hints respecting the Principles, Constitution and O rdinances of the Catholic

Church. By Rev. Frederic Denison M aurice, M. A ., London. One volume,
8vo, 600 pages, $250.

M atrim ony.— T he M anwual of M atrim ony,

And Connubial Companion ; gathered together for the Safety of the Single,

and the W eal of the W edded. By a Bachelor. One volume, miniature size, 31"
M ore.— P ractical P iety
By Hannan M ore. T wo volumes, 32m o, frontispieces, 75 cts.
M ore.— P rivate D evotion
A Series of Prayers and M editations, with an Introductory Essay on Prayer
chiefly from the writings of Hannan M ore. From the twenty-fifth London
edition. One volume, 32m o, frontispiece, cloth gilt, 31 cts.
N ewm an.— P arochial Serm ons.
By Jonhn Henry N ewman, B D. Six volumes of the English edition in tw o

vols. 8vo, $5,00.

N ewm an.— Serm ons bearing on Subijects of the D ay
BY Jonn Henry N ewman, B.D. 1 vol., I12m o. Reduced to $1,00.

O gilhy.— On L ay-B aptism
An Outline of the Argument against the V alidity of Lay-Baptism. By Jonn
D . Ogii.by, D .D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History. One vol., 12mo, 75 cts.

O gilhy.— C atholic C hurch in E ngland and A m erica
Three Lectures: |I. The Church in England and A merica, Apostolic and C ath-
olic. Il. The Causes of the English Reformation. 1Il. Its Character and R e-
sults. By John D. Ogilby, D.D. Reduced to 50 cts.

P alm er.— A Trecltise on the C hurch of C hrist.
D esigned chiefly for the use of Students in Theology. By the Rev. W it1iam
Patmer, M. A , of Worcester College, O xford. Edited, with N otes, by the

Right Rev. W . R W hittingham , D.D ,Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church in the

Diocese of M aryland. Two volumes, 8vo, $5,00.

Parables of our L ord /
Richly illum inated w ith appropriate borders printed in colors, and in black and
gold ; with a design from one of the early German engravers. Square fcp. 8vo,
in a massive carved binding, in the style of the beginning of the 16th century.

Price $3,50.

P aget.— Tales of the V illage.
By the Rev. F rancis E. Pagee, M. A 3 vols., 18mo. Reduced to $1,25.
Pearson.— A n E xposition of the Creed.

By John Pearson,D.D , late Bishop of Chester. W ith an Appendix, contain-

ing the principal Greek and L atin Creeds. Revised and corrected by the Rev.
W . S. Dobson, M. A ., Peterhouse, Cambridge. One vol. 8vo, $2,00.

P hilip.— -D evotional and E xperim ental G uides.
By R o5 cr Pon i1 is . W ith an Introductory E ssay by Rev. Albert B arnes.
Two volumes, 12m o, $1,75. Containing G uide to the Perplexed. G uide to

the Devotional, Guide to the Thoughtful, Guide to the Doubting, Guide to

Conscientious, G uide to Redem ption.

10 0 riginal from
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P hilip .— Young M arts Closet L ibra/nj.
BY Robert Ponoitip. W ith an Introductory Essay by Rev. Albert Barnes.

12mo, $1,00.

P hilip.— L ady's Closet L ibrary
The Marys, or Beauty of Female Holiness ; The M arthas, or V arieties of Fe-
m ale Piety; The Lydias,or Development of Female Character ; The Hannahs,
or M aternal Influence of Sons. By Robert Ponitip Each vol., 18m o, 50 cts.
P h ilip.— L ove of the S pirit traced in h s W ork ;
A Companion to the Experimental Guides. BY Robert Ponitip. One volum e,

18mo, 50 cts.

P salter, T h e; or P salm s of D avid
Together with the Canticles of the M orning and Evening Prayer and Occasion-
al O ffices of the Church, figured for Chanting : to which are prefixed an E x -
planatory Preface and a Selection of C hants. Edited by W . A. M uienberagn,

D .D . 1 vol. 12mo, 50 cts. Cheap binding, 38 cts.

P ulp it Cyclopaedia and M inister's C om panion

Containing three hundred and sixty Skeletons and Sketches of Sermons, and
eighty-tw o Essays on Biblical Learning, Theological Studies, and the Compo-
sition and Delivery of Sermons. By the Author of " Sketches and Skeletons
of 400 Sermons,” “ Christian D aily Portion,"” etc. The London edition of four

volumes complete in one 8vo. vol. of over 600 pages, $2,50.

Serm ons.

Five Hundred Sketches and Skeletons of Sermons, suited for all occasions ;
including nearly one hundred on Types and M etaphors. By the author of
Pulpit Cyclopaedia. Large 8vo, $2,50.
Sherlock.— T he P ractical C hristicm ;
Or, the Devout Penitent; a Book of Devotion, containing the W hole Duty of a
C hristian in all Occasions and N ecessities, fitted to the m aip use of a holy life.
By R. Shertock, D.D. W ith a Life of the A uthor, by the Right Rev. Bishop
W ilson. A uthor of“ Sacra Privata,” & .c. 16 m o. Reduced to 75 cents.
Spencer.— T he C hristian L nstructed

In the W ays of the Gospel and the Church, in a series of Discourses delivered

at St. James’s Church, Goshen, N. Y . By the Rev.J. A.Svencer, M .A ., late

Rector. One volume, 16mo. Reduced to $1,00,
Spinckes.— M anwual of P rivate D evotion

Collected from the writings of Archbishop Laud, Bishop Andrews, Bishop Ken,

Dr. Hickes, Mr. Ketilewell, M r. Spinckes, and other eminent old English

divines. W ith a Preface by the Rev. Mr. Spinckes. Edited by Francis E .

Paget, M A . One elegant volume, IGino. Reduced to 75 cents.
Sutton.— D isce Vivere— L earn to L ive

W herein is shown that the Life of Christ is and ought to be an Express Pattern

for Im itation unto the Life of a Christian. By Christoopher Sutton, D.D.
16mo. Reduced to 75 cents.
Swart.— L etter's to M y G odchild
By the Rev. J. W . Swarce, A M., of the Diocese of W estern New -Y ork. Oneil
votduijr»ejr2m~A~lloth, gilt leaves, 38 cents. Oridi
riginal frixn
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Self-E xam in ation .

A Form of Self-Exam ination, with a few D irections for D aily Use. 32m o, 6" cts.

Taylor, B ishop Jerem y.— H oly L iving and D ying
A new edition. One volume !2mo, $1,00.

Taylor.— T he Sacred O rder an d O ffices of EpisC O -
pacy Asserted and M aintained; to which is added, Clerus Domini, a Discourse
on the O ffice M inisterial. By Bishop Jeremy T ayior, D.D. I6mo, 75 cts.

Taylor.— T he G olden G rove
A choice M anual, containing what is to be Believed, Practised, and D esired,
or Prayed for ; the Prayers being fitted for the several Days of the W eek. To
w hich is added, a Guide for the Penitent. Also, Festival Hymns, & c. By the
Right Rev. Bishop Jeremy T ayiocr. One volume, Ifimo, 50 cents.

Trench.— N otes on the P arables of ou/r L ord

By the Rev. R icn’a C. T rencn, M .A. From the 3d Lond. ed. 1 vol. 8vo, $1,75.

W atson.— L ectures on C on firm ation

The Pastor Preparing his Flock for Confirmation ; four Lectures. By the
Rev. A itex . W atson, A.M . 18mo, 12£ cents.

W histon.— T he C onstitution of the H oly A postles,
Including the Canons; W niston’s version, revised from the G reek; with a

Prize Essay at the University of Bonn, upon their origin and contents ; trans-

lated from the German by the Rev. Ira Chase, D.D. 1 vol. 8vo, $2,50.
W ilberforce.— M arm alfor C om m unicants -«
Or, The Order for Adm inistering the Holy Com munion ; conveniently arranged

w ith M editations and Prayers from old English D ivines; being the Eucharis-

tica of Samuetr W itberfrorce, D.D ., Bishop of Oxford. 38 cents.
W ilson.— E xpository L ectures on St. P awuls E pistle
to the Colossians ; in which the Apostle’s argument respecting the Errors on

the subject of the M ediation of Christ, prevailing at Colosse, is applied to the
present Circum stances of our Protestant Church. By Danietr W i1son, Bishop

\Y of Calcutta. One volume, I2ino. Reduced to 75 cents.

W omen of the B ible,

D elineated in a Series of Sketches of remarkable Females mentioned in the
Holy Scriptures. Illustrated by eighteen characteristic Steel Engravings.
Edited by J M . W ainwright, D .D. One volume imperial 8vo, embossed
leather, $7 ,00; morocco elegant, $10,00; colored plates, embossed leather,

$12,00 ; morocco elegant, $15,00.

W omen of the N ew Testam ent,

D elineated in a Series of Sketches. Illustrated w ith eighteen bpautiful Steel
Engravings Edited by the Rev. Dr. Sprague. One volume imperial 8vo, to
match “ W omen of the Bible,” (In press.)

W yatt.— T he C hristian A ltar ;

Or, Office of Devotion for the use of persons receiving the Lord’s Supper: to-

gether with a Treatise relating to that Sacrament, and D irections for the Com -

municant’s daily walk with God. Third edition, 18mo, 37£ cents.
W ilson.— Sacra P rivata
The Private M editations, Devotions, and Prayers of Rt. Rev. T. W ii1son, D D..
eord Bishop of Sodor and M ani Complete edition 11 -
frixn
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SCIENCE A ND T H E A RTS
I. AGRICULTURE.

B onissangaedt.— A gricidtural C hem istry.

Rural Economy, in its Relations with Chemistry, Physics, and M eteoro/o”y

or, Chemistry applied to Agriculture. By J. B. Bouissangauitct Translated,
w ith Note®, etc., by Geo. Law, Agriculturist. 12mo, over 500 pages, $1,50.
F alkner.— T he F arm er's M anrmcd:

A Practical Treatise on the N ature and Value of M anures, founded from E x-

periments on various crops ; with a brief account of the most Recent Disco-

veries in Agricultural Chemistry. By F. Faikner and the Awuthor of“ British
Husbandry ” I2m o, cloth, 50 cents.
M arshall.— T he F armer's H and-B ooh

Being a Full and Complete Guide for the Farmer and E m igrant: comprising —
The Clearing of Forest and Prairie Lands ; Gardening ; Farming Generally ;
Farriery; The M anagement and Treatment of C attle; Cookery; The Con-
struction of Dwellings

; Prevention and Cure of Disease ; with copious Tables,

Recipes, Hints, &.C., & c. By Josian T . M arshata. 12mo, illustrated, $1,00.

T homscm .— E xperim ental R esearches

On the Food of Animals and the Fattening of C attle, with Remarks on the Food

of M an : founded on Experiments made by order of the British Government,
by R obert D undas T homson, M. D , Prof. University of Glasgow . I2m o,
cloth, 50 cts. Paper cover, 38 cts.

Il. ARCHITECTURE AND MECHANICS-

A m ot.— G othic A rchitecture

)
Applied to M odern Residences. Containing designs for Entrances, Halls,
Stairs and Parlors, W indow Frames and Door Panelling, the jamb and label
M ouldings.on a large scale ; the decoration of Chimney Breasts and M antels ;
Panelling and Graining of Ceilings, with the appropriate furniture. The whole
illustrated with W orking and perspective Drawings, and forming all the ne-

cessary parts ofa modem dwelling. By D.H.A rano«,Architect. Now publishing

in Nos., to be completed in onevol., 4to.
B yrne.— Encyclopaedia of M achines, M echanics, and
Engineering. Comprising W orking Drawings, and D escription of every im

portant M achine in practical Use in the United States, Great Britain, etc., in-
cluding a complete Treatise on M echanics, M achinery, and Engine W ork.
By O 1tiver Byrne, Civil Engineer.

% * This work (now in preparation) will be published in N os., at 25 cents each It will com -

prise nearly 2000 pages, and 1500 Engravings

B ourne.— A C atechism of the Steam E ngine
Illustrative of the Scientific principles upon which its operation depends, and
the practical details of its structure, in its application to M ines, M ills, Steam
N avigation and Railways. W ith various suggestions of Im provement. By
Jonhn Bourne, C. E., 16mo, 75 cts.

H odge.— T he Steam E ngine
Its Origin and gradual improvement, from the time of Hero to the present day,
as adapted to M anufactures, Locom otion and N avigation. Illustrated w ith 48
Plates in full detail, numerous wood-cuts, & c. By Paui R . Hoaoge, C. E

One>volume ffolio of plates, and letterpress in 8 ~ Sitl1l0.

Digitzedb G 0o 9|Q 13 o riginal thorn
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



A jtpletons' Catalogue of Valuable Publications.

SCIENCE A N D T H E A R TS

L ofever.— B eauties of M odern A rchitecture ;

Consisting of forty-eight Plates of Original D esigns, with Plans, Elevations, and
Sections— also a D ictionary of Technical Terms ; the whole forming a com plete

M anual for the Practical Builder. By M. L arever,Architect. Large 8vo, $5 .

I, MEDICINE AND CHEMISTRY.

De Leuze.— P ractical Instruction in A nim al M agnet-
ism . By J. P. F. De L cuze. Translated by Thomas C. Hartshorn. Revised
edition, with an Appendix of N otes by the Translator, and L etters from emi-
nent Physicians and others, descriptive ofcases in the U. S. 1 vol. 12mo, $1.

P resenius.— C hem ical A nalysis.

Elem entary Instruction in Chemical Analysis. By Dr.C. R nemigius Fresenius.
W ith a Preface by Prof. Liebig. Edited by I. Lloyd Bullock. 12rao, cloth, $ 1.
llall.— T he P rinciples of D iagnosis.

By M arsnatt Harti1, M D. F. R. S., & ¢. Second edition, with many im
provements, by John A . Sweet. One volume, 8vo, $2.

L iebig.— F am iliar L etters on C hem istry,

A nd its relation to Com merce; Physiology, and A griculture. By Justus Lie-
big, M. D. Edited by John Gardner, M. D. One vol., 25 c¢cts., bound.

Leger.— A nim al M agnetism |,

Or Psychodunamy. By T heodore Leger, M. D., late Prof, of Anatomy at the
Practical School, Paris. One vol. I12mo, $1,25.

W ilson.— On H ealthy S h in
A Popular and Practical Treatise on Healthy Skin ; with Rules for the M edi-
cal and Domestic Treatment of Cutaneous D iseases. By E rasmus W i1son,
F. R. S. I12m o, illustrated, $ 1.

IV. USEFUL ARTS.

Cooley.— T he B ook of U seful K nowledge
A Cyclopaedia of Six Thousand Practical Receipts, and Collateral Inform ation
in the A rts, M anufactures and Trades; including M edicine, Pharmacy, and

Domestic Economy: designed as a compendious Book of Reference for the

M anufacturer, Tradesman, A mateur, and Heads of Families. By A rnoia
James Cootey, Practical Chemist. Illustrated w ith numerous W ood Engrav-
ings. One volume, 8vo, of 650 pages. Price $2,00, bound.

*almeU .— A pplied C hem istry,

In M anufactures, Arts, and Domestic Economy. Edited by E. A . Parnerr1.

Illustrated w ith numerous W ood Engravings, and Specimens of Dyed and

Printed Cottons. Paper cover, 75 cts ; cloth, $ ~

Ure.— D ictionary ofA rts, M anufactures,and M ines/
Containing a clear Exposition of their Principles and Practice. By A nadarew
Ure, M. D.,, F. R. S , &c. Illustrated w ith 1450 Engravings on wood. One

thick volume, with Supplement complete, $5.

Ure.— A Supplem ent to D r. U ris D ictionary

8vo, 200 cuts, $1,50.
V. MILITARY.

H alleck.— E lem ents of M ilitary Science and A rt

Or, a Course of Instruction in Strategy, Fortification, Tactics of B attles, & c. ;
em bracing the Duties of Staff, Infantry, Cavalry, A rtillery and Engineers:
adapted to the Use of Volunteers and M ilitia. By ILYVagei®”H "11eck.

o riginal from
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M ISGELLANEOUS

A cton .1; or, T he C ircle o f L ife

A Collection of Thoughts and Observations, designed to delineate Life, M an,

and the W orld. I2m o, $1,25 ; gilt edges, $1,50 ; extra gilt, $1,75.
A nsted.— The G old Seeker's M anual.
Being a practical and Instructive Guide to all Persons emigrating to the newly
discovered Gold Regions of California. By Prof. D. A nsteud 12m o, 25 cts.
A rth w r.— T ired of H ousekeeping
By T.S. A +renur,authorof®“ Insubordination,” etc.,etc. 18m o, frontisp , 38 cts.

Forming one of the series of “ Tales for the People and their Children.”

A dle)\— A D ictionary of the G erm an and E nglish
Languages. Compiled from Hilpert, Flugel, Greib, & c. By G. J. A adrer,
Prof. German in the University of New-Y ork. 1 large vol,8vo, 1400 pp. $5.

A gnel.— C hessfor W inter E venings /

Or, Useful and Entertaining Lessons on the Game of Chess. Compiled from
the best English sources and translations from the French. By H. R. A ganer.
Illustrated w ith fine Steel Plates, from paintings by R. W . W eir. l12rao, $1,75.

A ppletons Steam boat and’R ailroad C om panion

Being a Traveller's Guide through New England and the M iddle States, with
Routes in the Southern and W estern States and also in Canada ; forming like-
wise a complete Guide to the W hite M ountains, Catskill M ountains, & c., N i-
agara Falls, Trenton Falls, &c., Saratoga Springs, and other watering places ;
and containing full and accurate Descriptions of all the Principal Towns, Vil-
lages, the N atural and A rtificial Curiosities in the vicinity of the routes ; w ’th
D istances,Fares, & c. Illustrated w ith thirty M aps and numerous Engravings.

By W . W it1iams. One very neat volume, $1,25.

A ppletons7 Southern and W estern G uide B ook

A ccompanied with numerous M aps and Plans of cities. By W . W ii1iam s,

One volume 16mo.

A ppletons’”N ew - York C ity G uide.

A ccompanied with a M ap. 18mo. 38 cts.

A ppletons’” N ew C ity M aps,

Of New-York, Boston, and Philadelphia. Price, 12J cts. each, in a case.

A ppletons’ L ibrary M anual:

Containing a Catalogue R aisonne of upwards of 12,000 of the m ost important

W orks in every department of Knowledge, and in all M odern Languages.
Part |I. Subjects alphabetically arranged. Il. Biography, Classics, M iscella-
neous, and Index to Part 1I. 1 vol. 8vo, 450 pages, $1,00 ; half bound, $1,25.
A rnold.— T he M iscellaneous W orks
OfT homas A rnorae, D.D., with nine additional Essays, not included in the
English collection. One vol. 8vo, $2.
B lanchard.— Tourist am i Travellers.
By L amas Biancharada. One volume 24mo. Illustrated, 25 cts.
B rooks.— F our M onths am ong the G old F inders in

California; being the Diary of an Expedition from San Francisco to the Gold

A in Age
tstr"C tSj Bjr.jTj."J'Y RRW HIiTT B roowxs, M . D ., 8y Original from
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M Is C E L L A NE O U s
B ond.— G olden M axim s ;
Or, a Thought for every Day in the Y ear. Devotional and Practical. Selected
by the Rev. Robvert B onad. 32mo, 31 cts.
B ryant.— W hat I sa w in C alifornia

Being the Journal of a Tour, by the Emigrant Route and South Pass of the
Rocky M ountains, across the Continent of N orth A merica, the G reat Desert
B asin and through California, in the years 1846, 1847. By E awin Boryanct,
late Alcalde of San Francisco. Sixth edition, with an A ppendix containing
A ccounts of the Gold M ines, various Routes, O utfit, etc., etc., with maps of

California and the Gold Region. '2mo, $1,25.

C alifornian G uide B o0 o0 k ;

Comprising Cot. Fremont’s Geographical Account of Upper California ; M ajor
Emory’s Overland Journey, and Captain Frem ont’s N arrative of the Exploring
Expedition to the Rocky M ountains and to Oregon and California, accompanied

w ith a M ap of the various Routes, and a M ap ofthe Gold Regions. 8vo,50cts.

C hapman.— 1Instruction to Y oung M arksm en,

In all that relates to the general construction, Practical M anipulation, etc., etc.

as exhibited in the Improved A merican Rifle. By Jonn Ractciirfe Chapman
Civil Engineer. Illustrated w ith plates. 12mo, $1,25.
Cooley.— T he A merican in E gypt;
W ith Rambles through A rabia Petraea and the Holy Land, during the year*
1839 —40. By James E wing Cootey. Illustrated with numerous Steel En-
gravings ; also Etchings and Designs by Johnson. 8vo, of 610 pages, $2.
Corbould.— T h e H istory and A dventures of M argar
ret Catehpole, a Suffolk G irl. By the Rev. R ichard Corbourtad. 8vo, paper

cover, 2 Steel plates, 25 cts.

B o n Q uixote de L a M ancha

Translated from the Spanish of M iguel Cervantes Sauvedra. Embellished with
eighteen Steel Engravings. I6mo, $1,50.
D rwi'y.— F riends and F ortune:;

A M oral Tale, by A nne Harriet D orury. I12m o, 75 cts. ; paper, 50 cts.

D umas.— M arguerite D e V alois [/

A n Historical Romance. By A itexander D umas 8vo, paper cover, 25 cts.
E dw ards.— Voyage up the F iver A m azon ;

Including a Residence at Para. By W . H. Eaw aras. 12mo, cloth, $1,00

paper cover, 75 cts.

E U is.— P revention better th an Cure ;

Or,the Moral W ants ofthe W orld we livein. By Mrs. Ev1is. 12mo,cloth, 75 cts.
E Ilis.— T he W omen of E ngland/

Their Social Duties and Domestic Habits. By Mrs.Et1is. 1vol. 12mo,50 ctB.
E U is.— The M others of E ngland /

Their Influence and Responsibility. By Mrs. E v1is. 1 vol. I12m o, 50 cts.
E Ilis .— The M inister's F am ily ;

Or, Hints to those who would make Home happy. By M rs. E 11is 18mo0.3R nt

1R Original Hum
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M Is C E L L AN E O U s
E Ilis.— F irst Im pressions ;

Or, Hints to those who would make Home happy. By M rs. E1r1is. 18mo, 38 cts.
E llis .— Som erville H all ;

Or, Hints to those who would make Home happy. By Mrs. E +1is. 16mo0,38cts.
E Ilis.— F am ily Secrets; or, T he B angers of D ining

O ut. By M rs. E 11is 16mo, 38 cts.

E U is.— Social D istinctions; or, H earts and H omes.

By Mirs. E 11is. 8vo.

*m=* 1t is written in the spiritof M odem Progressive Philosophy, and seem s to be illustrative of
great social truths, while aiming a well directed blow againsfcruel and proscriptive usages of so-
ciety.” — JV<z2t. E ra
E Ilis.— A V oice fr om the V intage,; or, T he Force of

Example. A ddressed to those who Think and Feel. By Mrs. E 11is. 8vo,

paper, 6 cts.
Em bury.— N atures G em s ; or, A m erican F low ers
in their N ative H aunts. BY Enma C.Emobury. W ith twenty Plates of Plants

carefully colored after N ature, and Landscape Views of their Localities, from

drawings taken on the spot, by E. W . W hitefield. One imperial octavo vol-
um e, printed on the finest paper and elegantly bound. Price $6.
Em ory and Frem ont.— N otes of Travel in C alifoniia

Comprising the prominent Geographical, Agricultural, Geological and M inera-
logical features of the country ; also the Route from FortLeavenworth, in M is-

souri to San Diego,in California, from the official Reports of Col. Fremont and

M ajor Emory. 8vo, paper, 25.

E verett.— A System o f E nglish V ersification
Containing Rules for the Structure of the different kinds of Verse. Illustrated
by numerous examples from the best Poets. BY Erastus Everete, A. M
I2m o, 75.

F rost.— Travels in A frica

The Book of Travels in A frica, from the Earliest Ages to the present time.
Compiled from the best authorities, by Jonnan Frose, L.L. D. I2m o, illustrated

w ith over 100 plates, $1.

F rost.— T he B ook of the Indim is of N orth A m erica
Their M anners, Custom s, and Present State. Cbmpiled from the most recent
authorities. By Jonn Frose, L.L. D. I2rno, illustrated, $1.

Frost.— T he Book of the A rm y
Comprising a General M ilitary History of the United States, from the period

of the Revolution to the present time, with particular Accounts of all the most

celebrated B attles ; com piled from the best authorities. By Jonn Frose,L.L.D.
Illustrated w ith numerous Engravings and Portraits. I12m o, $1.25.
Frost.— The B ook of the N a vy

Comprising a General History of the A m erican M arine, and particular Accounts

of all the most celebrated N aval Battles, from the Declaration of Independeno?*

to the present time ; compiled from the best authorities. By Jonn F rose,L.L.D.
W ith an Appendix, containing Naval Songs, Anecdotes, <fcc. Embellished
Digitizegw"fliiji"eruj"chginal Engravings and Portrait ian et trom
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M 1SCEL L A NE O U S

F rost.— T he Booh of the C olonies:
Comprising a History of the Colonies composing the United States; from th#
Discovery in the 10th Century, to the Commencement of the Revolutionary
W ar. Compiled from the best authorities. By Jonn F rosce, L.L. D. 12rno,
illustrated, $ 1.

Frost.— The Booh of G ood Exam ples
Drawn from A uthentic History and Biography. D esigned to illustrate the ben-
eficial E ffects of Virtuous Conduct. By Jonn Frose, L.L. D. 12mo, illustra-
ted, $1.

Frost.— The Booh oflllustrious M echanics of E urope
and America. Translated from the French of Edward Foncaud. Edited by
Jonn F rose, L.L.D. 12mo, illustrated, $ 1.

Frost.— The Booh of Anecdotes ;

Or, the Moral of History, taught by Real Examples. By Jonn Frose, L. L. D.
W ith illustrations. I12mo, $1,00.

F oster.— Biog., Bit., and P hilo. E ssays,

Contributed to the Eclectic Review . By Jonn Foster,author of “ Essays on
Decision of Human C haracter,” etc. One vol. 12mo, $1,25.
Frem ont.— O regon and C alifornia E xpedition

N arrative of the Exploring Expedition to the Rocky M ountains in the year 1842,

and to Oregon and N orth California in the years 1843-4. By Brevet Capt. J.
C. F remonct Reprinted from the official report ordered to be published by the
United States Senate. One vol. 8vo, paper cover, 25 cts ; or printed on thick

paper, bound, 63 cts.

Fullerton.— E Ilen M iddleton

A Tale, by Lady G eorgiana F uitierton. I2m o, 75 cts. ; paper cover, 50 cts.
F ullerton.— G ranily M anor.

A Tale, by Lady G ecorgiana F uitterton . '2m o, 75 cts. ; papercover,50 cts.
G oldsm ith.-— P ictorial Vicar of W akefield

By O tiver Gotdsmithn. Illustrated w ith upwards of 100 Engravings on W ood.
1 beautiful vol. 8vo,0f300 pages, $1,25; I2mo, 75 cts. j miniature size, 38 cts.
G race L eslie ; or, T he H istory of a M onth

A Tale. I2ino, 75 cts.; paper cover, 50 cts.

G rant.— M emoirs of an A m erican L ady

W ith Sketches of the Scene.ry and M anners in A merica, as they existed previ-

ous to the Revolution. By Mrs. Grante, (0f Laggaw.) I2m o, paper cover,
50 cts. ; cloth, 75 cts.

G il B ias. T he Adventures ef G il B ias of Santillane
Translated from the French of Le Sage, by T Smotitect. W ith an account
of the A uthor’s Life. Splendid Illustrations, 16mo, $1,50.

G uizot.— D em ocracy in F iance
By M onsieur G uizo t. I2m o, paper cover, 25 cts.

Pones.— M y U nde Ilobson and I
or, slashes at Life w ith a Free Broad-A xe. By Pascat Jones. ,12m o0, pane*
cover, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 cts.
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T he M anual of C hess:

enny

Containing the Elem entary Principles of the Game.

RecentGames,and Original Problems. By Cnaries K

ip.— The C hristm as H olydays in

By the Rev. W it1iam Ingranam K ip, M .A. I12m o,

am b L Sketches and

iterary

Being the Final ™M emorials of Charles Lamb,

T homas N oon T artfoura,o0One ofhis executors. 12 m

am artine L es Confidences.

Confidential Disclosures. BY ALPHONSE dae¢ L am

French, by Eugene Plunkett. 12mo, paper cover, 25

am artine.— L es C onfidences et

Par M De L amartine. Two volumes in one.

anm an Sum m er in the W

Embracing a Canoe Voyage up the M ississippi and

BY Charites I12m o,paper cover,50 cents;

L anman.

W riter.

The Useful Letter-writer, comprising a succinct

Art, and Forms of Letters for all ordinary Occasions

the best authorities. Frontispiece, 32m o, gilt leaves,

oveil— H andy A ndy

A Tale of Irish Life. By Lover. Illust

Samueil

characteristic Steel Engravings. One volume 8vo,

cheap edition, two Plates, paper, 50 cts.

S Treasure T rove

1) .

A Tale. By Samuet Lover. 8vo, two Steel

anzoni. T he Betrothed

I Promissi Sposi; The Betrothed. By A

lessandro

lation. Two volumes, 12mo, paper cover, $1,00 ;

axw ell. Fortunes of H ector O H a

A nd his man M ark Antony O ’'Toole. By W H. ™

tw o plates, paper, 50 cents; twenty-four plates,

axw ell. H ill-side and B order Sket

W ith Legends of the Cheviots and the Summer M u

8vo, paper cover, 25 cents.

clnto sh Tw o L iv e s ;

Or, To Seem and To Be. A Tale, by M aria J. M

and Principle,” etc. One vol. 12mo, paper cover, 50

clntosh.— A nt K itty's Tales.

u

By M aria J. M clntosn. One vol. I2m o, paper

clntosh.— C harm s and Coum

(M clntosn . 12mo, paper, 75 ct

H om

never

a r tine.

8vo,

Treatise

cloth,

Engravings,

M

cloth,

boards,

ir.

clntosn,

cover,

Publications.

Illustrated w ith Diagram s,

1 vol.32m o, cloth.

en n .y .

e .

$1,00.

L etters ;

before published. By

o, 75 cents.

Translated from the

cents ; cloth, 50 cents.

-R aphael.

$1,00.

ild erness:

around Lake

63

Superior.

cloth, cents.

on the Epistolary

of Life.

38

Compiled from

cents.

w ith
$1 25,

rated tw enty-three

boards, $1 ;

paper cover, 25 cts.

A new trans-

$1,50.

Ilo ran

One vol.

cloth,

8vo,
$1,25.

a x w

$1,00;

e 1

ches ;

By W

author of “ Praise

cents; cloth, 75 cents.

50 cts ; cloth 75 cts.

ter-charm s.

Original trim
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Ajrpletons' Catalogue of Valuable Publications.

M Is C E L L A NE O U S
M iles.— T he H orse's Foot,
And how to keep it sound ; with illustrations. By William Miles. From ths
third English edition. 12mo, paper cover, 25 cents.
H eld.— A D ictionary of the E nglish Language.

Containing the Pronunciation, Etymology, and Explanation of all words au-
thorized by eminent writers: to which are added a Vocabulary of the Roots of
English W ords, and an Accented List of Greek, Latin, and Scripture Proper
N ames By Alexander Reid,A.M.,Rectorofthe Circus School, Edinburgh.
W ith a Critical Preface by Henry Reed, Prof, of Eng. Lit. in the University of

Pennsylvania. One vol. I2m o, of near 600 pages, well bound in leather, $1,00.

B epublie, The, of the U nited States of A m erica
Its D uties to Itself, and its responsible relations to other Countries. Embracing
also a Review of the late war between the United States and M exico; its

causes and results; and of those measures of Government which have charac-

terized the democracy of the Union. I2m o, paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1,00.

B ichardson.— D ogs, their O rigin and V arieties:
D irections ns to their General M anagement; with numerous Original Anec-
dotes. Also, Simple Instructions as to their Treatment under Disease. By
H. D. R ¢ navasoon. Illustrated. 12mo, paper cover, 25 cents.

B oget.— Economic Chess-Board Companion ¢

By which the Game of Chess may be played in Railroad Cars and in Steam -

boats without any inconvenience. Invented by P. M Roget, M .D . 50 cents.

B ough and Beady A nnual/
Or M ilitary Souvenir. Illustrated w ith twenty Portraits and Plates. I12m o,

morocco, $1,00.

P ure G old from the B ivers of M Visdom
A Collection ot Short E xtracts from the most Eminent W riters— Bishop H all,
Jeremy Taylor, Barrow, Hooker, Bacon, Leighton, Addison, W ilberforee, John-

son, Young, Southey, Lady M ontague, Hannah M ore, etc. 32mo, 31 cents.

Sawyer.— A P lea for A m usem ents.

By Frederick w . Sawyer. 12ino, 50 cents.

Sewell.— A m y H erbert:
A Tale. By M iss Sewell. Edited by the Rev. W . Sewell, B.D. One vol.

12mo, paper cover, 50 cents ; cloth, 75 cents.

Sewell.— Laneton P arsonage

A Tale. By Miss Sewell. Edited by the Rev. W . Sewell, B.D. Three
vols. IQmo, paper cover, $1,50 ; cloth, $2,25.

Sewell.— M argaret P erdwval:
A Tale. By Miss Sewell. Edited by the Rev. W . Sewell, B.D. Two vole.
I12ino, paper cover, $1,00 ; cloth, $1,50.

Sew ell.— G ertrude

A Tale. By Miss Sewell. Edited by the Rev. W . Sewell, B.A. I2m o,

cloth, 75 cents; paper cover, 50 cents.

Sew ell.— W alter L orrim er

And Other Tales. By M iss SeWeII. Illustrated w ith six colored plate*

12mox, 75 cents.
O riginal from

igitized b
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AppleionsJ Catalogue of Valuable Publications.

M Is C E L L A N E O U S
S m ith .— T he N atural H istory o f the G ent.
BY Aitbvert Swmitn. Illustrated with numerous wood Engravings. [18m o,25cts.
Sm ith .— T he N atural H istory o f the B allet G irl.
By A itbert Smitn. Illustrated w ith numerous W ood Cuts. 18mo, 25 cts.
Southgate.— V isit to the S yrian C hurch
“Narrative of a Visit to the Syrian [Jacobite] Church of M esopotamia ; with

Statem ents and Reflections upon the Present State of C hristianity in Turkey,

and the Character and Prospects of the Eastern Churches. By the Rt. Rev.

H oratio Southgate, D.D. One vol. 12mo, with a Map, $1,00.
Southgate.— N arrative o f a Tour through A rm enia)

Kurdistan, Persia, and M esopotamia: with an Introduction, and O ccasional

O bservations upon the Condition of M oham medanism and Christianity in those

Countries. By the ReV. H oratio Souctngacte. T wo vols. I2mo, $1,50.
Southey.— 1life of O liver Cromwell.
By Robert Sowucthey. One vol. 18m o, 38 cents.

Som ething for E very B ody

G leaned in the OIld Purchase, from fields often reaped. BY Robert Caritton,
Esq. I2m o, paper cover, 50 cents ; cloth, 75 cents.
Sprague.— H istory o f the F lorida W ar.

The Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida W ar: to which is ap-
pended a record of O fficers, Non-com m issioned O fficers, M usicians, and Privates
of the U. S. Army, Navy, and M arine Corps, who were killed in battle, and
others who died from disease ; as also the N ames of O fficers who were distin-
guished by Brevets, and the Names of others recom mended ; together with the

Ordefs for Collecting the Remains of the Dead in Florida, and the Ceremony

of Interment at St. Augustine, on the 14th Awug., 1842. By Jno.T. Sprague,
Brevet Capt. 8th Reg’'t U. S. Infantry. 1 vol. 8vo, $2,50.
Stew art.— On the M anagement of H orses.
Stable Economy: a Treatise on the ™M anagement of Horses, in relation to
Stabling, Grooming, Feeding, W atering, and W orking. By Jonn Stew arzt,
V eterinary Surgeon. W ith N otes and A dditions, adapting it to A merican
Food and Climate,by A . B. Allen. 12mo, illustrated with 23 Engravings, $1,00.
Surenne.— Pronouncing French D ictionary

The Standard Pronouncing D ictionary of the French and English Languages.

Part I. French and English. Part II. English and French By G abrien
Surenne, F.A .S .E. One vol. 12mo, near 900 pages, strongly bound, $1,50.
Taylor.— A necdote Boole.

Anecdotes of Zachary Taylor and the M exican W ar. By T om Owen, the
Bee-Hunter. Illustrated w ith Engravings. 8vo, 25 cents.
Tuckeim an.— A rtist F ife ;

Or Sketches of American Artists. By H. T . T uckerman. One vol. 12mo, 75 Cct».

W arner.— B udim ental Bessons in M usic
Containing the Primary Instruction requisite for all beginners in the A Trt,
w hether Vocal or Instrumental. By James F. W arner. 18mo, 50 cents.

W arner.— The P rim ary N ote H eader -
O irFjijsn Singing at Sight. By Jame: _ Original frtxn

D igitize:
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M 1S CEL L A NEO U s

W ayland.— R eal L ife in E ngland

By Mrs. W ayiana ; With a Preface by President W ayland. 1 vol. I6rno, 38 cts

W hippie.— E ssays and R eview s.

By Edwin P. w +» vr1e. T WOwvols. 12mo, $2,25.

Heads of Contents.— Vol. I. M acaulav; Poets and Poetry of America; Talfoord : W ord*;
Janies' Novels ; Sidney Sm ith ; Daniel W ebster; N eal’s History of the Puritans; W ordsworth;
Byron ;: English Poets of the Nineteenth Century ; Vagaries of V olition.— Vol. Il. Old English
Dramatists ; South’s Sermons ; Romance of Rascality : The Croakers of Society and L itera-
ture ; B ritish Critics ; Rufus Choate ; Coleridge as a Philosophical Critic ; Prescott’s H istories;
Prescott's Conquest of Peru ; Shakspeare's Critics ; Richard B. Sheridan ; Appendix: Thomas
Hood; Leigh Hunt; Thomas Carlyle ; Novels of the Season

W om anls W orth

Or,Hints to Raise the Female Character. First American from the last English

edition. W ith a Recommendatory N otice, by Emily M arshall. I8m o, 38 cts.
Zschokke.— Incidents of Social IA fe A m id the E uro -
pean Alps. Translated from the German ofJ. H. Zschokke. I2m o, $1.
L A W B O O K S
A nthon.— C ontributions to Legal Science.
By Jonn A nthon 1 vol. 8vo. (In press.)
H ohombe.— A Selection of L eading C ases upon Com -

mercial Law , decided by the Supreme Court of the United States ; with N otes

and Illustrations. By James P. Hotcombe. 1 vol. law sheep, $4.

H olcombe.— A D igest o f the D ecisions o f the Suprem e

Court of the U. s., front its organization to the present time,by James P. H ou1-

combe. A new edition, with an Appendix of Latest Cases. 8vo, $6 .
llolconde.— T he L aw of D ebtor and Creditor,
In the United States and Canada. By James P. Hotcombe. 8vo, $4 .

*%* These volumes are highly commended by Chief Justices Taney and W oodbury, Daniel

W ebster, Rufus Choate, Chaucellor Kent, & c.

Sm ith .— A Compendium of M ercantile L aio
By the late Jonn W . Sm icn. G reatly enlarged from the third and last English
edition, by James P. Holcombe and W in. T. Gholson. 1 vol. 8vo, law sb’p, $4.
W arren.— L aw S tudies
A Popular and Practical Introduction to Law Studies,and to every Department
of the Legal Profession— Civil, Criminal, and Ecclesiastical ; with an Account
of the State of Law in Ireland and Scotland, and occasional Illustrations from
A merican Law. By Samuet W arren, F. R. 8. author of“ Ten Thousand a
Y ear,” etc. Revised, with an A merican Introduction and Appendix,by Thos.
W . Clerke, Counsellor at Law . One vol. 8vo, 675 pages, $3,50.

J U VvV E N IL E

A unt F anny's Story R o o k

Illustrated w ith many Plates. 16mo, 50 cts.

A untK itty 1l Tales.

Containing Florence Arnot, B lind A lice, and other Tales.

By M aria J
Mclntosh. 12mo, 75 cts.

292 Orl™nal frwn
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B oone.— A dventures of D aniel B oone,

The Kentucky Rifleman. By the author of*“ Uncle Philip’s Conversations."

One volume, 374 cts.

B oys’” M anual.

Comprising a Summary View of the Studies, Accomplishments and Principles

of Conduct, best suited for prom oting Respectability and Success in Life. 50 cts.
B ob the Squirrel, T he A dventures of.

Finely illustrated. Square Ib'mo, 50 cts.
B ooh of A nim als, The

For the Amusement and Instruction of Young Persons ; exem plified by original
and select illustrative A necdotes. By T. Birtby . Illustrated with twelve elegant
Designs. Suare 16mo, 50 cts.
B wrdett.— N ever Too L ate

A n American Domestic Tale. BY € v avics B uoracecer. I8m o, 38 cts.
B urdett.— C hances and C hanges;

Or, Life as it is: Illustrated in the History ofa Straw Hat. Bycuwario: B
18mo, 38 cts.
Cameron.— T he F armer’s D aughterr:

A Tale of Humble Life. By M rs. ¢ « v «r o, author of“ Emma and her Nurse,"

The Two Mothers,” etc.,etc. I vol. 18mo, frontispiece, 374 cts.
Copley.— E arly F riendships.

By Mirs. ¢ o ouey . W ith a frontispiece. One volume, I18m o, 374 cts.
Copley.— T he P oplar G rove,;

Or, Little Harry and His Uncle Benjamin. A Tale for Y outh. BYy E < o
C oo vt ey . 16mo, 38 cts.
C otton.— E lizabeth,, or, T he E xiles of Siberia

By Madame ¢c o oo . M iniature size, 314 cts.
D e Foe.— P ictorial P obinson Crusoe.

The Life and Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. BY Daonwici D ¢ F ooe. W ith a

M em oir of the A uthor, and an Essay on his W ritings, with upwards of 300
spirited Engravings, by the celebrated French artist, Grandville. One elegant

volume, 8vo, of 500 pages, $1,75.

E dgew orth.— T he F ireside Story B ook.

Containing " W aste Not, W ant Not,” “ The Bracelets,” and “ Lazy Lawrence.”

By M & s E aacw o tn . W ith illustrations from original designs. 16mo, 50 cts.
E dgew orth.— ™M oral Tales ;

Containing " Forester,” “ The Prussian Vase,” “ The Knapsack,” etc , etc. By

M o ria E agcworcn. Embellished with originaldesigns by D arley. IGmo, 75 cts.
E dgeivorth.— P opular Tales ;

Containing “ M urad the Unlucky,” “ The Grateful Negro," “ The Contrast,”

etc. By M « .« E aacw orcn. W ith original designs by Croome. I16mo, 75 cts.
E venings w ith the C hroniclers— Uncle R uperts Tales

rrt:
of Chivalry. R. M. E v aa:. W ith 24 lllnstrta Original frum
Cligiti. = by c 9
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J U Vv E N I L E

F riday C hristian, or, T he F irstbh orn on P itca ir E s
Island. By A Poor M ember of Christ.” 16mo, 50 cts.

G eorgels Journey to the L and ofH appiness.

By A Lady. Illustrated with 16 colored Engravings. I6mo, 75.

G irls1lM™M anual/

Comprising a Summary View of Female Studies, Accom plishments, and Prin -
ciples of Conduct. 16mo, 50 cts.

G randm amma E asy's N ew P ictoria Toy B ooks ;
Illustrated w ith large colored Engravings. Harmlessly entertaining, or m oral
and instructive. Twelve kinds, assorted. 12 cts. each.

G uizot.— T he Young Student ;

Or, Ralph and Victor. By M adame ¢ From the French, by Samuel
Jackson. 1 vol. 500 pp. with illustrations. 75 cts., or 3 volumes, $1,12.

H appy C hildren;

A Tale of Home, for Young People. W ith elegant engravings. 16mo, 50 cts.
H ernan Cortez.— T he A dventures o f ernan Cortez,
The Conqueror of M exico. By the author of Uncle Philip. I6m o, 38 cts.

H oliday H ouse.

A Series of Tales. By Miss s in ¢t o ir. From the Third London Edition.
Prettily illustrated by Croome. 16mo, 75 cts.

H om e for th e H olidays— A P leasant Remembrance
of My Early Days. Illustrated by Kenny M eadows. 4to, 25 cts , gilt edg. 50 cts.

H ow itt.— T he C hild 's P icture and Y erse-B ook ;
Commonly called O tto Speekter’s Fable-Book.” Translated from the German,
by M &y H o w o 100 wood Engravings. Square I2m o, rich binding, $1,00.

H ow itt.— P opular Tales by M ary H m itt:

Comprising— MY OWN STORY ; Or, the Autobiography ofa Child. 18m o,
two plates, 38 cts.
M Y UNCLE, THE CLOCKM AKER. I-8mo, two plates, 38 cts.

.THE TWO APPRENTICES A Tale for Y outh. I8m o, two plates, 38 cts.

LOVE A N D M O NEY An Every-Day Tale. '8m o, two plates, cloth
gilt, 38 cts.

LITTLE COIN, M UCH CARE ; Or, How Poor People Live. ISmo, two
plates, 38 cts.

SOW IN G A N D R EAPIN G ; Or, W hat will come of It. 18mo, two
plates, 38 cents.

ALICE FRANKLIN ; A Sequel to Sowing and Reaping: A Tale. 18mo,
tw o plates, cloth gilt, 38 cts.

W O R K A N D W A GES; Or, Life in Service: A Tale. 18mo, two plates,
cloth gilt, 38 cts.

STR IV E A ND THRIV E. 18mo, two plates, cloth gilt, 38 cts,

W H O SHALL BE GREATEST. 18mo, two plates, cloth gilt, 38 cts.

W HICH IS THE W ISER ; Or, People Abroad. 18mo, two plates, 38 cts.

HOPE ON, HOPE EVER ; Or, The Boyhood of Felix Law. 18mo, two
plates, cloth gilt, 38 cts.

NO SENSE LIKE COMMON SENSE: 18mo, two plates, cloth gilt. 38 eta

24 Original from
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J U VvV E N I L E

H udson.— The Adventures of H enry H udson
By the author of“ Uncle Philip’s Conversations.” F 'piece, 18mo, cloth, 37 eta

tT erram .— T he C hild's O wn Story B oo k;

Or, Tales and D ialogues for the N ursery. By Mrs. 3 ¢+ an I6m o, 50 cts.

Joan of A rc, The Story of.

By R. M. e .. W ith twenty-four fine plates. 16mo, 75 cts.
Johnson.— The H istory of B asselas,P rince of A bys-
sinia, A Tale. By s e J o oso LL. D. 32mo, gilt leaves,*38 cts.

Juvenile Scrap B ook /

A Christmas and New Y ear’s Present for Young People, edited by Grandfather
M erryman. W ith twenty-eight Engravings on Steel. 16mo, $1.

L ittle A nnie's F irst B ook /

Chiefly in W ords of Three Letters. By her M other. Illustrated. IGmo, 38 cts.

L ittle L essons for L ittle L earners ;

In W ords of One Syllable. By Mrs. B . . . Ve Colored plates. I6mo, 50 cts.

.Looking-G lass for the M ind ; or, Intellectual M irror.
Being an elegant Collection of the most Delightful little Stories and interesting
Tales ; chiefly translated from that much admired work, L ’Arai des Enfans.
Numerous W ood Cuts. From the 20th London edition. Il vol. 18mo, 50 cts.

M amm als B ible Stories for hat'L ittle B oys and G irls
A Series of Reading Lessons taken from the Bible, and adapted to the capaci-
ties of very Young Children. Finely illustrated. 16mo, 50 cts.

M arryat.— T he Settlers in C anada.

W ritten for Young People. By Capt. M « «y a« Two volumes, I8m o, frontis
piece, 75 cents. Two volumes in one, G3 cents.

M arryat.— T he M ission/ or, Scenes in A frica
W ritten for Y oung People. By Capt. m cy e Two volumes, 18rno, frontis-
piece, 75 cents. Two volumes in one, 63 cents.

M arryat.— M asterm an B eady ; or, W reck of the P ar
cific. W ritten for Young Persons. By Capt. M o« & «. Complete in 3 vols,
18mo, with frontispiece, cloth, $1,12. Two vols. in one, 75 cts.

M artineau.— T he C rofton B o0ys
A Tale for Youth. By H «rcicc M a 18m o, frontispiece, 38 cCts.

M artineau.— The P easant and the P rince
A Tale of the French Revolution. By H « v ictc M o« N One volume?”
18m o, frontispiece, cloth, gilt, 38 cts.

M ore.— D om estic Tales and A llegories,

Illustrating Human Life. By H avnan M 18mo, 38 cts.

M ore.— B ural Tales.

By Hannah M One vol. 18mo, 38 cents.

P hilip B andolph

A TH« of Virginia. By Mm .., ¢ Origi
. . riginal frtxn
Digitized by C jO O g iC 25 g
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J U Vv E N IL E

P icture Story Pooler.

By Great Authors and Great Painters. Comprising “ Life of Punchinello,” 25
cts. ; " Good Lady Bertha’s Honey Broth,” 25 cts. ; “ Bean-Flower and Pea-
Blossom ,” 25 cts. ; “ Genius Goodfellow and the W ood-Cutter’sDog,” 25 cts.;—

the four Parts bound in one volume, cloth, 75 cents; gilt edges, $1,00.

P ratt.— D awmnings of G eniusj

Or, the Early Lives of Some Eminent Persons of the last Century. By A nne

Pratt..- one volume 18m o, frontispiece, 38 cents.

P ieize Story P ooh

Consisting of Tales translated from the German, French, etc. ; embellished
w ith numerous O riginal Designs. I6rao, 75 cents.

P uss in P ools, and the M arquis of Calrabas.
A pure translation from the German, Illustrated with twelve O riginal De-
signs by O tto Speckter, engraved by Lossing. Square 18mo, gilt, 75 cents.

P hym esfor the N ursery

By the author of “ Original Poems.” A new illustrated edition, with sixteen
D esigns, engraved by Croome. I6m o, 50 cents.
Sandham .— T he T w in S isters;
A Tale for Y outh. By M Trs. s «nanan . From the twentieth London edition
One vol. 18mo, frontispiece, cloth gilt, 38 cents.
Saint P ierre.— P aul and V irgin ia
A Tale. ByJ. B.H.«¢c s«ain¢ Picere. lvol.32mo, frontispiece,cloth gilt, 31 cts.
Sm ith .— A dventures of C aptain John S m ith ,
The Founder of the Colony of Virginia. By the author of “ Uncle Philip’s
Conversations.” One vol. 18mo, frontispiece, 38 cents.

Story o f D ittle Jo hn

By M. C v avies 3 cann e, Translated from the French by F. G. Skinner,

w ith O riginal Designs. I6mo, 63 cents.

Uncle Jo hon

Fancy Picture Books, in a new and unique style. Six kinds, 25 cents each.
W atts.— D ivine and M oral Songs,

For the Use of Children. By 1:aac W o« .., D.D. Illustrated w ith tw enty -
four Engravings in the highest style of the A rt. I6m o, 75 cents.

W right.— O cean W ork, Ancient and M odern /

Or, Evenings on Sea and Land. By J. H « 1+ W g e 18mo, 38 cents.

Y outh's Pooh of N ature]|j

Or, The Four Seasons Illustrated ; being Fam iliar Descriptions of N atural
History, made during W alks in the Country. By the Rev. H. B. D ., ...
Illustrated w ith upwards of fifty W ood Engravings. Square 16mo, 75 cents.

Y outh’s H istorical G ift:

A Christmas, New -Y ear, and Birth-day Present. Containing Fam iliar D e-
scriptions of Civil, M ilitary, and N aval Events ; also the History of Joan of
Arc, and her Times. Edited by R. M . Evans. Forty Engravings. $1,00,
Zschokhe.— T he G oldm aher's Village.
Translated from the German of H. Zschokke. I8m o 38 cents
2f> UlOnal Hum
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E D U C A T 1O N A L w O R K S
G R EE K AN D LA TN
A rnold.— A F irst and Second L atin B oo k,
A nd Practical Grammar. By 7 vcoa: K, A rnora, A .M . Revised and care-
lully corrected by J. A. Spencer, A .M . One vol. 12mo, neatly bound, 75 cts.
A rnold.— L atin P rose Com position
A Practical Introduction to L atin Prose Composition. By 7 o0 Ko A o0 ova,
A M . Revised and corrected by J. A. Spencer, A .M . One vol. 12mo, $1,00.
A rnold.— F irst G reek L essons
W ith Easy Exercises and Vocabulary. By T vona: K. A rnora, A .M . R e-
vised and corrected by J. A. Spencer, A.M . I2m o, 63 cents.
A rnold .— G reek P rose C om position
A Practical Introduction to Greek Prose Composition. By T non «s K A vnooa
A .M . Revised and corrected by J. A. Spencer, A.M . One vol. 12mo, 75 cts.
A rnold.— A G reek B eading B o o k ;
Including a Complete Treatise on the Greek Particles. By 7 ... K A cnooa
A .M . Revised and enlarged by J. A. Spencer, A.M . 12mo, $1,50
A rnold .— C ornelius N epos ;

W ith Practical Questions and Answers, and an Initiative Exercise on weach
Chapter. By 7 vona: K. A v, A.M . Revised, with additional N otes, bv
E- A. Johnson, Professor of the Latin Language in the University of the City

of New -Y ork. One volume I2mo, $1,00.
B ern.— N ovum T estam entw n D om ini N o stni Jesu
C hristi. Interprete Theodoro Beza. I2m o, 62J cents.

C icero B e O fficiis ;

W ith Critical N otes, Indexes, &c., by Prof. Thacher, of Y ale College. 12mo.

Cicero D e Senectute et de A m icitia

W ith Critical Notes, Indexes, & c., by E. A . Johnson, Professor of L atin in

the University of the City of New -Y ork. One vol. I2m o. (In press.)

Cicero,— Select O rations o f;

W ith Critical and Philological Notes, Indexes, & c., by E. A. Johnson, Profes-

sor of Latin in the University of the City of New -Y ork. 12mo. (In press.)

Caesar's C ommentaries;

W ith N otes, Critical and Philological, Indexes, Lexicon, & c., by Rev. J". A.
Spencer, A .M . One vol. 12mo, $1,00.

H orace,;

W ith N otes, Philological, Critical, and E xegetical, Indexes, &c., by J. L.
Lincoln, Prof, of Latin in Brown University. 12m . (In press.)
L ivy;
W ith English N otes, Gram m atical and Explanatory: together with a Geogra-
phical and Historical Index, by J. Lincoln, Professor of Latin in Brown Uni-
versity. One vol. I2m o, $1,00.
Sallust's C atiline and Jngurtha;
W ith Critical, Philological, and Exegetical Notes, Indexes, Lexicon, &c., by
Noble_Butler, A.M . One volume I2m o. (In presslJ
o I from
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E D U C A T IO N A L w O R K S
Sewell.— A C lassical Speaker/
For the Use of Schools. Selected from Clnssicnl, Greek, Latin, Italian, French
and English W riters: Demosthenes, Thucydides, Homer, Sophocles, Cicero,
Livy, Virgil, Lucretius, Shnkspcnre, M ilton, Burke, Bacon, &c. By Rev. W
Sewell, B.D., author of “ Christian M orals,” “ Christian Politics,” &c¢ , & c.:

w ith additions by Henry Reed, Prof, of English L it. in the Univ. of Penn’a.

Tacitus,— T he H istories o f:

W ith Notes, Indexes, & c., by W . S. Tyler, Professor of the Greek and L atin

Languages in Amherst College. I12mo, $1,25.

Tacitus.— T he G erm ania and A gricola o f C aius
Cornelius Tacitus: with Notes for Colleges, by W . S. Tyler. 12mo, 62£ cts.
Il. FRENCH.

Collot.— N ew D ram atic French H eader.
Chefs-d’CEuvres Dramatiqucs de la Langue Frantjaise. M is en Ordre Progres-
sif, et Annotds, pour en faciliter I’'Intelligence. Par A. G. co11.+., Professeur
de Langues et de L iterature, One vol. 12mo of 520 pages, $1,00.

D e Fivas.— The Advanced French H eader:
W ith a full and complete Lexicon of all the W ords. Translated into English,
by J. L. Jew ett. 12mo. (In prex«s.)

D e Fivas.— N ew F lem entary French H eader.
An Introduction to the French Language : containing Fables, Select Tales,
Remarkable Facts, Amusing Anecdotes, & c. W ith a D ictionary of all the
W ords translated into English. By M. bo . F.v.., Member of several Literary
Societies. 16mo, 50 cents.

O Illendorff's P rim ary Lessons in F rench
Edited by Prof. Greene, of Brown University. One vol. IBmo. (In press.)
O Illendorff.— N ew F rench G ramm ar.

A New Method of Learning to Read, W rite, and Speak the French Language.
By H. G. 0 +icnwovorr. W ith an Appendix, containing the Cardinal and
Ordinal Numbers, and full Paradigm s of the Regular and Irregular, Auxiliary,
R eflective, and Im personal Verbs, by J"L . Jew ett. One vol. I2mo, $1,00.

A K EY TO THE EXERCISES, in a separate volume, 75 cts.

Surenne.— Standard P ronouncing D ictionary o f the
French and English Languages. In two Parts. Part l., French and Eng-
lish; Part 1l., English and French. The first Part, comprehending words
in common use—terms connected with Science— terms belonging to the Fine

Arts— 4,000 Historical Names— 4,000 Geographical Names— 11,000 terms
lately published, with the pronunciation of every word, according to the French
A cademy and the most eminent Lexicographers and Grammarians ; together
with 750 Critical Remarks, in which the various methods of pronouncing
employed by diflerent authors, are investigated and compared with each other.
The second'Part, containing a copious Vocabulary of English words and ex-
pressions, with the pronunciations according to W alker. The whole preceded
by a practical and comprehensive system of French pronunciation. By 6 o« v 1,
Surenne, F.A S.E., French Teacher in Edinburgh, Corresponding M ember of

rench Grammalical Society of Paris. 12mo, nearly 900 pages, $1,50.

O rffjnal frtxn
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H oican — N ew M odern French H eader.

M orceaux Choisies des A uteurs M odernes, fi, la Usage de It Jeunes9e ; with a

Vocabulary of the New and D ifficult W ords and Idiom atic Fhrases adopted ia

M odem French Literature. By F. R ow o« . Edited by J. L. Jewett, Editor
of Ollendorff’s French System . One vol. 12mo, 75 cents.
1. GERMAN.
A dler.— A P rogressive G ermal/n H eader.

Prepared with reference to O llendorff’s German Grammar, with copious N otes

and a "N7”ocabulary. By G.J. A «:+.., Professor of the German Language and
L iterature in the University of the City of New -Y ork. I12m o, $1,00.

A dler.— A N ew D ictionary of the G erm an and Eng?™*
lish Languages: Indicating the A ccentuation of every German W ord, con-

taining several hundred German Synonymes; together with a Classification
and Alphabetical List of the Irregular Verbs, and a D ictionary of German A b-
breviations. Compiled from the works of Hilpert, Flugel, Grieb, Heyse, and
others. In two Parts. I. German and English; Il. English and

By G.J. A «i... A .M

German.
., Professor of the German Language in the N ew -Y ork
City University. One elegant volume, of 1400 pages, large 8vo, $5,00.

O llendorff.— N ew G erm an G ram m ar.

A New Method of Learning to Bead, W rite, and Speak the German Language.
By H.G.o0o  ii1¢cnasorc¢. Reprinted from the Frankfort edition ; to which is added
a Systematic Outline of the different Parts of Speech, their Inflection and U se,
w ith full Paradigm s, and a com plete list of the Irregular Verbs, by G. J. Adler,
Prof, of the German Language in the Univ. of the City of N. Y . 12mo, $1,50.

A K EY TO THE EXERCISES, in a separate volume, 75 cts.

IV. ITALIAN.

Foresti.— C restom azia Italian a

A Collection of Selected Pieces in Italian Prose, designed as a Class Reading-
Book for Beginners in the Study of the Italian Language. By E. Felix Foresti,
LL.D ,Professor of the Italian Language and Literature in Columbia College,

and in the University of the City of New-Y ork. One neatvolume, I2mo, $1,00.

O llendorff.— N ew lta lian G ram m ar.

A New iviethod of Learning to Read, W rite, and Speak the Italian Language.
By H. G. 0 1 cnwo 1. W ith A dditions and Corrections, by Felix Foresti,
Professor of the Italian Language in the University of the City of New-Y ork.

One volume 12mo, $1,50.

A K E Y TO THE EXERCISES, in a separate volume, 75 cts.

V. SPANISH

O llendorff.— N ew M ethod o fLearning to Head\ W rite

and Speak the Spanish Language: with an Appendix, containing a brief, but
comprehensive Recapitulation of the Rules, as well us of all the Verbs, both
Regular and Irregular, so as to render their use easy and familiar to the most
ordinary capacity ; together with Practical Rules for Spanish Pronunciation,
and M odels of Social and Commercial Correspondence— the whole designed
for young Learners and Persons who are their own Instructors. By M. Velaz-
quez and T. Simonnd, Prof, of the Spanish and French Languages. $1,50.

A K EY TO THE EXERCISES, in a separate volume, 75 cts.
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Velazquez.— T he Spanish P lw ase Boole
Containing a large collection of Conversational Phrases in general use. ey
M o v ianon o V cia:aue.., de la Cadena. 18m o. 38 cts.
Velazquez and Seoane.— A N ew D ictionary o f the
Spanish and English Languages. P arti, Spanish and English ; Part II.,
English and Spanish. By Profetsors v .io.auv.. and s ..o .. One volume,
large 8vo. (In press.)
Velazquez.— A N ew Spanish H eader:

Consisting of E xtracts from the W orks of the most approved A uthors in
Prose and Verse, arranged in Progressive Order, with especial reference to
those who wish to obtain a practical knowledge of the Language. W ith N otes
explanatory of the Idioms and most difficult constructions, and a copious V oca-

bulary. By M. Vv .i..4qu...,de la Cadena. One vol. 12mo, $1,25.

Vol HEBREW

G esenius's Hebrew G ram m ar.

Fourteenth Edition, as Revised by Dr. E. Rodiger. Translated by T . J. Co-
nant, Prof, of Hebrew in M adison University, N. Y . W ith the M odifications
of the Editions subsequent to the Eleventh, by Dr. Davis, of Stepney College,

London. To which are added, A Course of Exercises in Hebrew Grammar
and a Hebrew Chrestomathy, prepared by the Translator. 8vo, $2,00.
VIlI. ENGLISH.

A rnold.— Lectures on M odern H istory
By T +vocwna: A cnora, D D. W ith an Introduction and NoOtes, by Prof. Henry
Reed. One volume I2mo, $1,25.

B ogesen.— A M anwual of G recian and H oman A n ti-
quities. By E. F. B oocoecn. Translated from the German ; edited, with N otes,
and a complete series of Questions, by the Rev. T. K. Arnold, M .A. Revised,
w ith A dditions and Corrections. 12mo, $1,00 ; or in separate volumes, 62 cts.

C hase.— A Treatise on A lgebra,

For the use of Schools and Colleges. By T. Chase, Professor of M athem atics
in Dartmouth College. One volume 12m o. $1,00.

E verett.— A System of E nglish V ersification
Containing Rules for the Structure of the different kinds of Verse ; illustrated
by numerous Examples from the best Poets. BY E +a:¢uv:s Evereee, A.M

I2m o, 75 cents,

G raham .— E nglish Synonymes ;
Classified and Explained, with Practical Exercises. By ¢ T. 6 +anan,author
of “ Helps to English Grammar,” &c. E dited, with illustrative authorities, by

H. Reed, Prof, of English Lit. in the University of Pennsylvania. I2mo, $1,00.

G reene.— H istorical Series
Comprising, I. A History of Rome. Il. Ancient History. I11. History and
Geography of the M iddle Ages. IV. Modern History down to the French
Revolution. By Prof. Greene,of Brown University. Each volume will com -
prise about 400 pages. (In press.)
G uizot.— G eneral H istory o f C ivilization in E urope,
From the Fall of the Roman Empire to the French Revolution. Translated

from the French of F. Guizot, Professor of History to La Faculld des Lettres
of Pans; with Notes, by C. S. Henry, D.D . 12mo, $ 1,00.
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E D U C A T 1O N A L w O R K S
H ow s .— T he Shakespearian R eader ;
A Collection of the most approved Plays of Shakspeare, carefully revised ; with
Introductory and Explanatory Notes, and a M emoir of the Author. Prepared

expressly for the Use of Classes, and the Family Reading-Circle, by John W

S. Hows. 12m o, $1,25

H eightley.— T he M ythology of G reece and Italy *
D esigned for the Use. of Schools. By T nom o K cigmncrey . Numerous w ood-
cut illustrations. One volume 18mo, half bound, 44 cents.

M andeville.— Series of R eading B oo0ks
Comprising, I. Primary Reading Book; one vol. Ifimo. Il. Second Reader;
one vol. 16mo. 111, Third Reader ; one vol. 16mo. 1V . Fourth Reader ;
one vol. 12mo. V. Course of Reading, or Fifth Reader ; X2mo. VIi. Ele-
ments of Reading and O ratory ; one vol. large 12mo. BY H ¢o vy M wnaecvinvie,
D .D., Professor of M oral Philosophy and Belles Lettres in Hamilton College.

M angnall.— H istorical am i M iscellaneous Q uestions.
BY R icnmat M aanoonata. First American from the Eighty-fourth London edi-

tion, with large additions: embracing the Elements of M ythology, Astronomy,
Architecture, Heraldry, &c., & c., adapted for Schools in the United States,
by M rs. Julia Lawrence. Embellished with numerous Engravings on W ood.

I12m o, $1,00.

M arkham .— H istory of E ngland,

From the Invasion of Julius Cassar to the Reign of Victoria. By Mrs ™M ..« -
nam . A new E dition, revised and enlarged ; with Questions adapted to
Schools in the United States, by Eliza Robbins. I2m o, 75 cents.

P u tz and Arnold.— M anual of A ncient G eography
and History. By W a4 P .., Principal Tutor in the Gymmnasium o f
Durdn. Translated from the German. E dited with Notes, by the Rev. Thos.
K. Arnold, M .A . One volume I2mo. $1,00.

R eid . .— A D ictionary of the E nglish Language ;

Containing the Pronunciation, Etymology, and Explanation of all W ords au-
thorized by eminent W riters ; to which are added a Vocabulary of the Roots
of English W ords, and an accented list of Greek, Latin, and Scripture Proper
N ames. By A +c«anaer R ia, A .M ., Rector of the Circus School, Edinburgh.

W ith a Critical Preface, by Henry Reed, Professor of English Literature in

the University of Pennsylvania. One vol. 12ino, near 600 pages, $1,00.
Taylor.— A M anual ofA ncient andM odern H istory /
Comoprising, I. A +cica: H «:to.y ., CoONntaining the Political History, Geographi-

cal Position, and Social State of the Principal N ations of A ntiquity, carefully
digested from the A ncient W riters, and illustrated by the discoveries of M odern
Scholars and Travellers. Il. M ¢aecrn H iv:to.y . CoOntaining the Rise and Pro-
gress of the Principal European N ations, their Political History,and the Changes
in their Social Condition ; with a History of the Colonies founded by Europeans.
By W . c¢c .o« T ayior, L.L.D., of Trinity College, Dublin. Revised, with
A dditions on A merican History, by C. S. Henry, D.D,, Professor of History in

the University of New -Y ork. One volume 8vo, $2,25.

W right.— P rim ary .lessons

Being a Speller and Reader, on an O riginal Plan, in which one letter is taughi
at a lesson, with its power; an application being im mediately made, in words,
of each letter thus learned, and those words being directly arranged into reading
lessons. By A+ D.w ..o+ .,author of" Analytical Orthography,” “ Phono-
logical Chart,” & c. 18mo, containing 144 pages, and 28 engravings, 1Q1J cts.
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A D D E N D A

D. APPLETON & CO.’S LATEST PUBLICATIONS.

A ppletond N ew and Complete U nited States Travel-

tens’ Guide, including the Canadas, & c., illustrated by fifty M aps of R ailroad
Routes, Cities, States, & c., and numerous Engravings. 16mo. (Nearly ready.)
B oise.— E xercises in G reek P rose C om position,
A dapted to the First Book of Xenophon’s Anabasis, By ... R. B.o.cc, Pro-
fessor of Greek in Brown University. 1 vol. 12mo, 75 cts.
Crosby.— F irst Bessons in G eom etry,
Upon the mode of Colburn’s First Lessons in Arithmetic. By A v cu: C v o vy
W ith an Introduction, by s «concn C v a .. 1 vol. 16mo, 3d cts.
B e F ivas— T he C lassic French H eader,
For advanced Students ; or, Beauties of the French W riters, Ancient and
M odern. BY A +iain D ¢ F ivas. W ith a Vocabulary, French and English, of
all the W ords and Idioms contained in the work, by J. L. 3. «¢«. 1 vol.

12mo, $1.

E urope.—-T he C ountries of E urope described,
W ith Anecdotes, and numerous Illustrations. By the A uthor of “ The Peep
of Day,” &c¢,, &c. IGmo, 75 cts.

Trench.— N otes on the M iracles of our L ord
By the Rev. R («cvare C. T +cuecn, M. AL 1 vol. 8vo. (In press.)

F urniss.— T he O Id W orld ;
Or, Scenes and Cities in Foreign Lands. BY W v ian F ouoeonoiss. W ith a
M ap and Illustrations. 1 vol. 12mo, $1 25.

G ira/rdin.— Lectures on D ram atic L iterature ’
Or, The Employment of the Passions in the Drama. By S« in¢-M o« « G
Translated from the French, by R o v e vt [ T B o v omow et 1 vol

12mo, $1.

G reene.— O Ilendorff''s N ew M ethod of Learning to
Bead, W rite, and Speak the French Language; or, First Lessons in French,
Introductory to O llendorff’s Larger Grammar. By ¢ W G v oeen e, Instructor
in Modern Languages in Brown ‘University. 1 vol. 16mo, 38 cts. W ith

Key, 50 cts.

G ayarre.— R om ance of the H istory o f L ouisiana

A Series of Lectures. By € vavice G ayaorooe. 1 vol. I2m o, $1.
Ilta lia n Comedies.— Select C om edies;

Translated from the Italian of Goldoni, Giraud, and N ota. 1 vol. I2mo, $1.
Jaeger.— Class B ook of Zoology ;

D esigned to afford to Pupils in Common Schools and Academies, a Knowledge
of the Universal Kingdom , with a List of the different Species found in the

State of New -Y ork. The whole scientifically and system atically arranged, by
Prof. B. 1. o4 .. 1 vol. IGmo, 42 cts.3
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A D D E N D A

TLnapen.— The M echanicslA ssistant j
A thorough practical Treatise on M ensuration and the Sliding Rule, teaching
the manner of Drawing all Regular Superfices, and the most concise M ethods
of finding the Areas of all Regular Superfices, and the Contents of all Regular
Solids, both by Numbers and by the Sliding Rule. Treating also of the Laws
of M otion, the Descent of Falling Bodies, the Strength of M aterials, the M e-
chanical Powers, the Elasticity and Force of Steam , Specific Gravities, Level-
ling, the Pendulum, & c. A dapted for the wuse of Carpenters, Shipwrights,
W heelwrights, Sawyers, Gaugers, Lumbermen, Students, and A rtisans gen-

erally. By D. M. K «vocen, A. M. I2m o, $1.

L ady A lice, or the N ew Tina.

A Novel. 1 vol. 8vo. Paper, 38 cts.
M orell.— T he P h ilosophy of R eligion
By J. D. M «ccv+v, A. M., Author of the “ History of M odem Philosophy,” & c.

1 vol. 12mo, $1.

N o n N em o.— A Laym an's Lesson to a L ord B ishop
on Sacerdotal Powers ; or, the Necessity of Confession, Penance, and A bsolu-
tion. BY N o0 N «n o. 12mo. Paper, 25 cts.

Pmvell.— The L iving A uthors of England ;

W ith Illustrations from their W orks. By A cwna: Pow-.11, Esqg., Author of
Florentine Tales,” “ English Authors,” “ English Critics,” &c., & c. 1 vol.
12ino.

Sew ell.— The F irst H istory of R ome.
By E. M. s .uw .+, Author of "A my Herbert,” “ Laneton Parsonage,” & c.,
& c. 1 vol. 16mo, 50 cts.

Southey.— L ife of O liver Cromwell.
BY R cocre Soweney, LL. D. A new Edition. 18mo, 38 cts.

Story of a G enius /
Or, Cola M onti. By the Awuthor of " How to win Love,” “ Michael the M i-

ner,” &c. I6m o, 38 cts. ,

W omen of the N ew and O Id T estam ent;
A Series of Eighteen exquisitely finished Engravings of Female Characters
of the New and OIld Testament. W ith Descriptions by the following eminent
A merican Clergymen:— Rev. Dr. Beman, Rev. Dr. Cox, Rt. Rev. Bishop Hop-
kins, Rt. Rev. Bishop Henshaw, Rev. R. A. Hallam, Rev. Dr. Halley, Rev.
Dr. Kip, Rev. E. N. Kirk, Rev. Dr. E. M ason, Rev. Dr. Murray, Rev. Dr.
Sprague, Rev. J. F. Stearns, Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., Rev. Dr. Smyth, Rev.
Dr. Todd, Rev. A. A. Wood. Rev. C. W adsw orth.

List of Subjects.— M ichal, daughter of Saul ; M iriam , sister of M ose*;

M artha, sister of Lazarus; W itch of Endor; W ife of Ephraim, the Levite ;

B athsheba ; Naomi, wife of EIlimelech ; Zipporah, wife of M oses.; Sarah, wife
of Abraham ; W oman of Sam aria ; Herodias, granddaughter of Herod ; Daugh-
ter of Jairus ; Rahnb, hostess of the city of Jericho ; Virgin and Infant Saviour ;
Elizabeth, wife of Zacharias ; M ary M agdalen; Canaanitish W oman; Anna,

the Prophetess.

One very elegant Volume, Imperial Octavo— in various styles of binding.
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A DICTIONARY

orP TUB

GERMAN AND ENGTLISH LANGUAGTES,

woicatineg tue accentuation OF everny cenman woro, conrtainine severac
HUNDRED GERMAN SYNONYMS, TOGETHER W ITH A CLASSIFICATION AND
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE IRREGULAR VERSEB* AND A DICTION -
ARY OF GERMAN ABBREVIATIONSH*
COMPILED FROM THE W O R K S o F HILPERT, FLUGEL, GREIB, HEYS®,

AND OTHERS.

! I'N T W O P ARTS
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Professor of the German Language and Literature in the U niversity of the

City of JVeic-York

One large volume, 8vo, of 1400 pages. Price §5. Strongly and neatly bound.

E xtract from the Preface.
In preparing this volum e, our principal aim w as to offer to the A m erican student of
th e G erm an a work w hicu w ould em body all the valuable results of the m ost recent

investigations in G erm an Lexicography, and which m ight thus become uotonly a relia-
ble guide for the practical acquisition of that language, but one which would not forsake
him in the higher walks of his pursuit, to w hich its literary and scientific treasures
would naturally invite him The conviction thatsuch a work wasa desideratum , and ono
w hich claim ed im m ediate attention, was first occasioned by the steadily increasing inter-
est m anifesled in the study of the G erman by such am ong us as coveta higher intellect-
ual culture, as well as those w ho are am bitious to be abreast w ith the timeB in all that
concerns the interests of Learning, Science, Art, and Philosophy

In com paring the different G erm an-English D ictionaries, it was found that all of them

were deficient in their vocabulary of foreign words, w hich now act so im portant a part

notonly in scientific works, but also in the best classics in the review s,journals, new s-
papers, and even in conversational language of ordinary life. Hence we have endeav-
oured to supply the desired words required in Chem istry, M ineralogy, Practical A rt,
Commerce, N avigation, Rhetoric, G rammar, M ythology', both ancient and m odern The
accentuation of the G erm an words, first introduced by Hernsius,and nota little im proved
by tlilpert and his coadjutors, has also been adopted, and will be regarded as a m ost de -
sirable mid invaluable aid to the student Another, and it is hoped not the least, valu-
able addition to the volume, are the synonyms, which we have generally given in an t
abridged and notunfrequently in a new form , from H ilpert, w ho was the first that offered
to the English student a selection from the rich store of Eberhard, M aas, and G ruber
N early all the D ictionaries published in G ermany having been prepared w ith special

reference to the G erm an student of the English, and being on that account incom plete in
the G erman-English part, it was evidently our vocation to reverse the order for this side
ofthe A tlantic, and to give the utm ost possible com pleteness and perfection to the G er-

man part. This was the proper Bphere of our labor

M orning Courier and New-York Engquirer

The Appletons have justpublished a D ictionary of the German Language, containing
English names of German words, and G erm an translations of English words, by M r.
A aiwu ., Professor of German in the U niversity of the City of N ew -Y ork.

In view of the presentand rapidly increasing disposition of A m erican students to m ake

them selves fam iliar w ith the Language and L iterature of G ermany, the publication of
tliis w ork Bcemsespecially timely and im portant. It is in form a large, substantial octavo
volume of 1400 pages, beautifully printed in clear and distinct type, and adapted in every
Way to the constant services for w hich a lexicon is m ade The purpose aim ed at by the
editor cannot be m ore distinctly stated than in his own words, quoted from the prefaco,
in which he states thathe sought “ to om body all the valuable results of the m ostrecent

Investigations in G erm an Lexicography, so that his work might thus become notonly a

(Pliable guide for the practical acquisition of that language, but one which would not
forsake him in the higher walks of his pursuits, to w hich its literary treasures w ould
naturally invito him .~ All who are in any degree fam iliar w ith G erm an, can bear w it-
ness to the necessity that lias long been felt for such a w ork It is needed by students of
the language at every stage of their progress N one of those hitherto in use have been
satisfactory — the bestofthem , that published in Philadelphia,in 1845, lacking verv many
of tho essentials of a reliable and servicable lexicon From a somewhat close exam ina-
tion of its contents, wo are satisfied that M r. A «...'. Dictionary will be universally re-
garded as the bestextant. Its great superiority lies in its com plcteneos, no w ord in any
departm ent of science or literature being om itted W e cannotdoubt that it will becom e
Aionce the only German lexicon in use throughout the country
34

Original from
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

D igitized by G o o gk



Appletons7Catangue of

N E W M E C H A N

Valuable

I C AL

Publications,

W O R K

D A ppleton &1 C om pany have in course of publication

' o F
M A C H INES, M ECMH ANICS, ENSGINZE-W O R K ,

A N D E N G IN E E R I N G

D ESIG N ED F O R PRACTICAL W O RKING-M EN ,.AND THOSE INTENUDETD
F O R T H E EN G INEERING PR OFESSION

EDITED B Y
o L v e r B Y R N &
Formerly Professor ofM athem atics, College of C ivil E ngineers, London,
A uthor of T he CalculusjfF orm
To be completed in about 30 Nos., price 25 cts. each.

T hia w ill be the m ost practical, as wellas the most perfectw ork ever published on M achines,
M echanics, Engine-w ork, and Engineering The M echanic, Engineer, or M achinist, from the
tim e he commences his profession till he arrives at the zenith ofthe m ost successful prefessional
career, w ill find this an indispensable w ork ofreference.

The volume will be of royal 8vo. size, containing nearly 2000 pages, and 1500 plates; it w ill
fill up a chasm that has long been a requirem ent to practical w orking-m en, and those intended
for the engineering profession. It will present W orking D rawings, and D escriptions of every
im portant M achine in practical use in the U nited S tates; and independent of its A m erican value
as em bracing the results of A m erican ingenuity, itw ill contain a com plete treatise on M echanics,
M achinery, Engine-w ork, and the substance of at least a thousand dollars’w orth of books, scat-
tered in expensive folio volum es or m agazines

D Appleton Co. are now publishing in Nos.>25 cts. each,
A P P LIE D T 0 M O D E R N R E S ID EN C E S
B v o W AR N O T AR c W 1T E c T

T he illustrations w ill be such as to give a true idea to the owner selecting specim ens for the
adornm entofhis house, and at the sam e tim e accom panied w ith all the necessary details to a
w orking scale, to enable the workmen to give an accurate estim ate of cost, based on actual m ea-
surem ent, w hich is the only true criterion of the value ofthis style of w ork on being carefully
reduced to the standard of surfaces and girths of m ouldings, w ill prove in m ost cases of less su-
perfices of ornament and m oulding, than any G recian, Roman, or E gyptian m ode!; and conse-
quently, if its practice is thoroughly understood, less costly as requiring less m aterial; and less
subject to decay as presenting less surface to the action of the w eather or othercauses; and from
the depth ofcutting and picturesque grouping of the mouldings, in w antof less carving to pro-
duce richness ofsurface, than any other style.

A lthough numerous specim ens and adaptations of G othic art are already before the public,
1till they relate to plans and purposes foreign to the taste and practice of this country conse-
quently in this particular branch ofart, this w ork m ay be considered as the firstattem pt to sup-
ply a want which has long been felt both by the professional m an and am ateur."
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Appletons: Catalogue of Valuable Publications

G R E AT R E D U C T I10 N
I'N T H E P R IC E S O F A P P LETO N S’ E D IT 1O N S
OF
T H E 3 o o K o F c o M M o N 3 R A 2 E 3
D . A P P L E T O N & cC O ™M P A N Y

Have just published new editions of the Book of Common Prayer, from new ste-
reotype plates, carefully revised from the late standard. W hile their editions have
been long celebrated for the accuracy and beauty of the typography, they believe
the present editions possess superior excellence in every respect. They are illus-
trated as heretofore with the exquisite designs of Overbeck, engraved on steel,
and illuminated title pages, not found in any other edition. They have recently
bound a new style of antigue morocco stamped and bevelled, 32mo. site, w hich
they offer as low as $1, and the 18mo. size same style at $1 25. All the other
styles and sizes, constituting every variety of the Prayer Book, they have reduced
to nearly one-half their former prices. They trust by this means to prevent the
circulation of inferior editions. The trade and the public are invited to examine

their large assortm ent before purchasing elsewhere.
The following comprise the sizes and styles of binding:

8vo. IBmo.

Turkey morocco, extra.
Turkey morocco, extra.

Do do clasp.
Do do 2 clasps.
Do do alto relievo,
Roan, marbled.
Do do do do clasp,
Do gilt.
Do do bevelled boards.
Do do do do clasp,
Do do inlaid with velvet.

Papier mache.

12mo. .
Velvet, in case.
Do clasp.
Turkey morocco, extra. .
D o extra, clasp and rim s.
Do do clasp. .
Roan, alto relievo.
Do do marbled.
Do marbled.
Roan, marbled. .
Do gilt. *
Do gilt.

Sheep, plain.
Sheep, plain.

32mo.
I16mo. Turkey morocco, extra.
Do do clasp.

Turkey morocco, extra. Do do clasp and rims.
D o do clasp. Velvet, exW a, clasp and rim s.
Do do bevelled boards. Roan, arabesque, gilt.

Do do do docla$po alto relievo.

D. A. & CO. have for sale an im mense stock of

O XFOED A N D L ONDON B IB L ES,

O fevery style and size of binding, at prices varying from 50 cts to $50
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