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T H E

ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER a n d  METEOROLOGIST.

T h is  portion of our issue will be devoted more particularly to 
Astro-Philosophy, Astro-Phrenology, Astro-Meteorology, and the 
whole Art of Prognosticatory Philosophy, hy the Agency o f the Astral 
Economy.

The design o f the whole work is to promote the investigation and 
cultivation of Astrology, or Prognosticatory Astronomy; to prove to 
unprejudicial minds, the indubitable truth and feasibility of Meteor
ology : to shew its general adaptation and incalculable utility to trades
men : to practically demonstrate the applicability of the Astral-Philo
sophy to the affairs of Society : with a view of improving the deplora
ble condition of mankind, and to promote the happiness and pecu
niary advantage of the human family, by averting the pending calamity, 
which, without Astro-Science, cannot be foreknown, and by taking 
advantage of providential concatination of events, for—

“  There is a tide in the affairs o f men,
W hich, taken at the flood, leads on to fortmae ;
Omitted, all the voyage o f their lives 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.”

My object  o f publishing the Work in this form  is to give full scope 
for the opinions of brother astrologers, and to afford evidence of the 
truths, or otherwise, of the different creeds of various departments of 
the Science, held by some and denied by others ; the investigation of 
which may advance the  t r u e  p h i l o s o p h y . And as a sheet of the 
Quarterly Part will be devoted to miscellaneous matter, I trust, that 
the ligatures o f narrow-mindedness, the fetters of self and prejudice 
will be snapped asunder, and that the practitioners in the sublime 
science, will, for once, give to the student and to the “  Arcana ,”  
liberally and freely, all their discoveries, except those their “  acquisi
tiveness and secretiveness”  cuddle up for their own practical advan
tage. I must say, for I have always found, that secrets in the physi
cal sciences “  smack o f quackery.”

Again, the necessity of a Complete Work on Astrology is great, and 
the having so many scraps o f the science to purchase, is certainly 
sliagrining. The student, at least, must purchase ten or twelve vo
lumes of works, tables, &c., and then an incomplete library, and in 
uiany instances a congeries of inconsistencies, contradictory, prepos
terous commentaries, and these obtained at an enormous price. These 
considered, have induced the Author, who is a lover of cheap know- 
ledge, to give to the world, for once, a C o m p l e t e  A r c a n a  of  P r a c 
t i c a l  A s t r o - P h i l o s o p h y ” — and if it meet with due encouragement

B



2  THE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER AND METEOROLOGIST.

shall contain diagrams to demonstrate every geometrical figure, and 
mathematical problem, so as to render it, not only a work on A s 
trology, but also useful to all astronomical and astrological calculators; 
on the most simple, perspicuous, and self-instructing modes.

The necessity of such a work has long been a disideratum among 
Students : I have almost daily complaints of the inefficiency of all 
the Astral works —  let the following communication suffice, from 
a gentleman who wishes to study the sublime Science:—

“  I had a great desire to know something o f a Science that is so much condemned ; 
and I purchased a Grammar, but when T had it 1 found inyself very little 
mure enlightened, for Tables wore wanted. I then purchased tables. Then 1 found 
that logarithms were wanted; I  purchased Taylor and W alton ’s, as recommended, 
thinking that l should then have ‘ all that would be necessary;’ but I was again 
doomed to disappointment, for there were no proportional logarithms in the book ! 
N ow , Sir, this is enough to disgust any one that would make himself acquainted 
with the wonderful works o f the Most High.

“  That class o f society, which, for the most part, is self-educated in this Science, 
and o f which I am one, cannot atl'ord to spend their hard-earned half-crowns, first 
on one book and then on another.

“  T o forward the interests o f the Science, the book ought to contain every thing 
necessary for making tho calculations required, for the first expense would not la 'so 
m uch thought about, as the purchasing a book which says, ‘  all things necessary are to 
be found in it,’ and then, to one’s vexation, to find that several more must be pur
chased before any thing can bo done in the matter.

“  Yours respectfully,
“  Colestcrworth, Lincolnshire. “  C. B .”

The gentleman is certainly correct in his assertions, ami we agree 
with him, that a work on the science “  ought to contain every thing 
necessary,”  but there is not an Astrological work in existence con
taining tables “  necessary for making tho calculations required.”

The books are merely reprints of the ancients—and modern authors 
have generally printed their predecessors’ confusion worse confounded.

To the publishing of scarce and valuable works, and their estab
lished rules, I have no objections ; but we find inconsistencies printed 
a hundred times over. The province of an Editor is to discriminate 
between valuable and useless matter, and to give to the world the true 
philosophy established by long practical experience.

Ptolemy, so far as he goes, is the best work extant; but, even, he 
falls far short of producing a “ complete system;”  notwithstanding, 
he is found to be a standard when properly translated from the Greek 
text. The vvholo of his Greek edition shall bo embodied in the 
Arcana, and duly acknowledged whenever he is quoted. And as he 
is very scarce, we shall extract liberally.

But Ptolemy’s rules forjudging the stature and temperament of the 
native are inefficient, because he has not taken due consideration o f 
the fixed  stars, found in or near the zodiac ; which, from experience 
I have found to have great power in modifying, &c., the stature and 
disposition of the person born.

How often do we find one sign producing, at one time a little per
son, and at another a tall stature ? The configurations of the planets 
to the Ascendant and to the ruler of the Asc., &c., will not satisfacto
rily and uniformly answer these discripancies. Then, where is the 
truth to be found'? By considering
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T H E  F A C E S  OF T H E  T W E L V E  SIG N S.

In the zodiac there are 12 signs, and in every sign 30 degrees, and 
in every degree 60 minutes. Each sign is found to produce a certain 
effect, on the native’s figure and disposition, at its rising : for the sig
nification of the signs is either Essential or Accidental. The Essen
tial signification is that derived from the Active qualities, as heat and 
cold. The Accidental signification is that which proceeds from the 
Passive qualities, as dryness and moisture.

The Active qualities are Eternally fixed in the space of place: the 
Passive qualities are Mutable, and move along with the constellations, 
according to the precession of the equinoxes. Consequently, the 
signs differ in position from what the Ancients have delivered, which 
is my province to delineate anew.

'Phe Passive qualities are discovered from the properties of the 
I'ixed Stars contained in the Constellation ; and, because that, in every 
sign, there are various stars differing in nature, I thought it most con
sonant, with both reason and nature, as well as convenient, to divide 
each sign into six faces, each face contains 5 degrees, and so to give 
a particular description to each; because it is wholly impossible that 
any one particular signification could be true under the whole sign.

llow  frequently do we find two querents asking questions within 
half an hour’s time of each other, and see the aspects and positions of 
the planets very nearly the same ? Yet the constitutional disposition, 
deportment, phreno-organization, general stature, and features differ 
surprisingly. Ilow is this, and how are we astro-philosophically to 
account for it ? By duly considering the face of the sign on the two 
ascendants— for, in 30 minutes of time, more than 7 degrees of the 
great circle of the sphere will have passed the ascendant, consequent
ly another face will have risen on the eastern horizon, and sometimes 
a very different convoy of fixed stars will be on the first house, and 
they alone have portrayed a material difference of corporature, &c. 
This I have proved in hundreds of instances.

Astrologers have been puzzled in what way to account for this dis- 
cripancy o f personal appearance ; but this difficulty is entirely removed 
by admitting the discovery of the nature of the faces of the signs.

Ptolemy observes, under “  the influence of the fixed stars, that it 
is necessary to detail their natures and properties; all o f which have 
their respective influences, analogous to the influences of the planets ; 
and those stars which form the constellations of the zodiac.”  And, 
as Waley remarks, “  those of the greatest magnitude are the most 
efficacious; and those in, or near, the ecliptic, more powerful than , 
those more remote from it. They with north latitude and north de
clination affect us most. They in the zenith,”  or in the 10th house,
‘ influence more than others which are more remote. Likewise such 

os arc in partile conjunction with any planet, or which rise, set, or 
culminate with any planet, have an increase of power ; but the fixed 
stars of themselves emit no rays.”

It must be observed, that the stars have moved a sign since the 
days of Ptolemy, notwithstanding their influence is still retained.
“  Por,” he says, “  the stars in the head of Aries possess aii influence
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similar in effects to those of Mars and Saturn: those in the mouth act 
similarly to Mercury, and in some degree to Saturn : those in the 
hinder foot to Mars, those in the tail to Venus."

Now, “ the star in the head of Aries,” in the time of Ptolemy, has 
moved to the 6th degree of the sign Taurus, yet its inherent proper
ties are retained; and thus we observe in the “  Messenger,”  that the 
Ram’s Head is of the nature of Mars and Saturn.”

The IX tli. and Xth . Chapters o f Book I . of “  Ptolem y's Tetrahibtos" are embodied 
entirely, with the present positions of the stars, and their natures, in the .'Jrd Chapter 
o f  my “  Arcana o f Practical Astro Philosophy.”

Quality o f  Sty ns, and how proved.

Aries resembles the highest life o f man, and is the beginning of the 
Zodiac, so also must Aries be hot— lire and life being allied : heat being 
only fire or life diluted or rariiied ; and lire or life, only heat concen
trated and compressed.

Therefore, the signs in trine thereto must be of the same nature, 
Leo  and Sagittarius, which are hot and dry.

And, from thence, as Aries signify the animal spirits lodging in 
the brain, and distributed through the body by the nerves ; so Leo 
signifies and rules the vital spirits residing in the heart, and distributed 
through the whole body by the arteries; and Sagittarius presides 
over the natural spirits residing in the liver, and distributed through 
the whole body by the veins.

That sign which is in sex tile to Aries, Gemini, must be of the same 
active quality, viz. h ot: that sign in square to Aries ( Cancer)  must 
be of a contrary quality, to wit, cold, because a square is contrary in 
nature to a sextile, or a trine, and if Cancer be cold, so must Scorpio 
and Pisces, because they are in trine to one another.

That sign which is sextile to Cancer, namely, Virgo, must be of 
the quality of Cancer—and Capricorn and Taurus must be cold also, 
because they are in trine to Virgo.

These are taken as the general character of the signs, but different 
parts are modified or otherwise by the fixed stars found in different 
parts of the Zodiac. Nevertheless the whole position of the heavens 
move uniformly according to the processors.

* A  W O R D  T O  T H E  R E A D E R .

Sensible as I am to the rooted prejudices of the times against the 
venerable science A trology, and sensible also of the reproach and 
obloquy that will be levelled against me by men of obstinate and dog
matical principles; I shall, nevertheless, venture, upon the basis of 
t r u t h  and e x p e r i e n c e , to make this feeble effort towards restoring a 
competent knowledge of that comprehensive science, which, in all 
ages of the world, was deemed the chief ornament of society, and the 
distinguished excellence of enlightened minds. How much, there
fore, is it to be lamented that the cultivation of it till now is become
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obsolete and unfashionable : and that, owing to the violent disturbances 
at the close of the 17th century— to the want of recent information on 
the subject, and to the too-refined notions of modern philosophers, its 
congenial rays have been so long withheld from shedding their divine 
light upon these kingdoms !

That an Astrology in the Heavens does really exist, and was 
ordained of God from tlie beginning of the world, for the immediate 
information and direction of his creatures here below, is obviously and 
incontestibly proved from various parts o f those sacred books which 
contain the unerring word of God, and the perfect rule of faith for 
every good and sober Christian.— To revive the gloomy days o f super
stition, or to impose upon the untaught multitude, precepts of igno
rance, is no part of the Author's design.— His aim is, to remove the 
mote from the eves of prejudiced men ; and by just reasoning and fair 
argument, founded on the principles of religion and morality, to shew 
them that God is a God of order, and created nothing in vain ;— that 
he framed the world by number, weight, and measure, and fixed the 
whole system of heavenly and earthly things upon so perfect and im
mutable a plan, that the whole doth work harmoniously and sympa
thetically together, so as to answer all the various purposes for which 
they were first ordained;— that superiors do uniformly rule the infe
riors ; and that celestial bodies sensibly act upon, and influence, all 
earthly substances, whether animal, vegetable, or mineral; not by 
chance or accident, but by a regular inherent cause, implanted in them 
from the beginning by the omnipotence of God.

PICtTS M IR A N D U L A  term s A S T R O L O G E R S .

Picus Mirandula was a severe writer against Astrology, insomuch 
that he was termed Flagellum Astrologorum, the Scourge of Astro
logers ; and, to stop the malignity of his pen, Lucius Bellanteus, and 
two other astrologers of eminence, procured the time of his birth, and 
calculated Ills nativity, which they afterwards sent him, and with this 
prediction enclosed, u That he would die in the thirty-third year of 
liis age.” This exasperated him so much, that he began to write a 
new tract, with inconceivable asperity, against the poor astrologers, 
attempting to prove their calculations a mere bubble, and themselves 
a set of impostors. But, when the fatal appointed hour arrived, he 
saw the folly of his own conceits ; recanted his opinion, and sealed by 
his death a standing memorial of the inerrability and truth ot this 
science.

D O M IT IA N  A S T R A L L Y  D E F E A T E D .

The Emperor Domitian required the professor Largius Proculus to 
calculate his nativity, from the supposed time of his birth, which was 
done, and delivered into the emperor’s own hands. Asclatarius, a 
most famous astrologer of those times, procuring a copy of this nati
vity, rectified it, and foretold the hour and the manner of the empe
ror's death; which, when Domitian heard, he commanded Asclatarius
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to be brought before him, when he affirmed his predictions would prove 
true. Domitian asked him if he could foretel the manner of his own 
death ? Asclatarius replied, “  That he knew he should be torn to pieces 
by dogs but, to confute the astrologist, the emperor ordered him to 
be burnt alive. The poor fellow was accordingly led for execution.; 
the body was bound and laid upon the pile, and the fire kindled ; but 
at that instant there arose a dreadful storm of wind and rain, which 
drove the spectators away, and extinguished the fire ; and Asclatarius 
was afterwards torn in pieces by dogs, as he had foretold. When 
Latimus informed the emperor of this event, he was greatly mortified, 
and very melancholy; and, on the day his assassination bad been pre
dicted, he feigned himself indisposed, and locked himself up in his 
chamber. Stephanus, the captain of his guard, went to his door, pre
tended he had received some important dispatches, which he wanted 
to deliver to him ; but, Domitian declining to admit him till a certain 
hour was past, Stephanus persuaded him it was then much later than 
the time specified. The emperor, in consequence, concluding the 
danger to have passed with the hour, or looking upon the prediction 
as a mere fable, and seeing no conspiracy or danger about him, opened 
the door, upon which Stephanus stept up to him with a drawn dagger, 
and stabbed him to the heart, in the very hour that had been predict
ed by the astrologer, on the 18th day of September, the month he had 
ordered to be called Germanicns. The same writers add, that Apol
lonius Tyaneus was, at that instant of time, at Ephesus, standing in 
the presence of the magistrates, and in a kind of ecstacy cried out, 
“  0 , Stephanus, strike the tyrant;”  and, after a pause, added, “  It is 
well, thou hast killed him.” This art of rectifying nativities was a dis
covery which brought the science to very high perfection, and has 
enabled its professors to be astonishingly exact in predictions of con
sequence.

T H E  R E IG N  O F  S E L IM  IL

In the reign of Selim II . ( 1-072) there appeared a comet, which had 
the brightness and magnitude of Venus. This excited his apprehen
sions, which were augmented by the predictions of his astrologers, 
who declared that this phenomenon announced the calamities which, 
excessive rain would inflict upon the empire. Forty days afterwards, 
says the historian, “  they imagined themselves threatened with an 
universal deluge incessant rains overflowed his dominions in Eu
rope and Asia; laid waste three of his chief cities ; swept away on all 
sides men, cattle, houses, and rendered impassable, during several 
weeks, the bridges and public roads!” This prediction, which is well 
authenticated by historians, all'ords a striking instance o f the singular 
skill possessed by the Arabian Astrologers, and how astonishingly 
correct those rules must have been, on which their presages were 
founded.

M IC H A E L  SC O T, A S T R O L O G E R .

Michael Scot, a mathematician and astrologer of the 13th century,
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was much esteemed by the emperor Frederic II. He predicted that 
the emperor should die at F lo ren ce ; which prediction was answered 
by the event. He likewise foretold that himself should die with the 

f u l l  o f  a stone ; which happened accordingly ; for being in a church 
at his devotions, a stone f e l l  fro m  the roof, which gave him a mortal 
wound. His singular predictions caused him to be accused by the 
vulgar for a magician, although his contemporaries report him as a 
man of learning, and a great divine.

T H E  P O E T  V I R G I L , A N  A S T R O L O G E R .

In the unrivalled Poems of V i r g i l , particularly the “  G eorgies,"' 
the poet has enriched his work, in almost every page, with astrological 
regard to the months, seasons, the ascending and descending signs' 
and constellations, as though he had himself traced effects to their first 
cause : and by thus availing himself of the accumulated wisdom of past 
ages, respecting the extensive sciences on which he wrote, he produced 
the most beautiful poem, on the subject of husbandry, that the world 
has ever beheld. While so just, are the greater part of his observa
tions, and so extensively useful, that the principal part of them are put 
in practice in many places of the world, even at this day. Amongst 
other beautiful references to the magnificent machinery of the heavenly 
host, the following, G e o r g , i . 335, beginning, “  H oc metuens cadi 
menses et sidera serva, ¿¡'c.”  is very appropriate.

“  In  fear o f this, observe the starry signs,
W here Saturn’s houses and where Hermes jo in .—
The sovereign o f the heaven's has set on high,
The M oon, to mark the changes o f the sky,
W hen southern blasts should cease.”

C R IT IC A L  N O T IC E S  O F N E W  P U B L IC A T IO N S .

The Meteorologist, for 18-14. By W . J. Simmonite, m.a., M.m.s., 
&c., Sheffield, Simpkin, Marshall, & Co., Sixth Yearly Edition, demy 
8vo. This Annual is greatly improved and enlarged, and sells at One 
Shilling. This Annual has found the approbation of many of the 
Reviewing literati. We subjoin the following as we gather them from 
off our File.

From Dr. Charles Hooke, Scarborough.

S i r — I  have carefully examined the “  Meteorologist,”  and cannot but 
admire the excellent plan of its arrangements. The Astronomical 
Tables alone, independent o f other valuable matter, are well worth 
double the sum charged for the whole ; and I am convinced that the 
“ Meteorologist" only requires to be known to become extensively 
circulated amongst the Members of the Medical Profession, for whom 
it is a most useful Compendium. Taken altogether, as an Almanack, 
it is decidedly the best which has hitherto appeared in our language. 
I hope, w hen its merits become fully know n, that it will be the means
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of supplanting, some of the wretched trash which is annually palmed 
upon the public under the name of Almanacks.

In my Work on Fever, I certainly shall recommend your Meteor
ologist to the Medical Profession; and I will also recommend it to 
my friends here..

I  remain,
Sir, your obd. Servt.

Oct. 2nd, 1843. C. Itooke, M. D.
To W. J. Simmonite, M. A.

From J . A fiddle ton Wright, Esq., M.M.S.

Sir—The "  Meteorologist” I am perfectly satisfied with. Y our 
services in the cause o f science, especially in that o f  Astro-Meteor
ology, are beyond my praise,— they are already on the wings o f  

fame,— they are wafted to the shores of America— for I have sent 
one o f your works there, and a friend o f mine there, has spoken o f 
your exertions in this country in terms o f approbation. He desig
nates yourself and Mr. White, Secretary, as the Castor and Pollux 
of Astro-Meteorology in this kingdom. May your exertions in the 
progress o f Science meet with that support from the public which 
they deserve, and which is the earnest wish of,

Yours most faithfully,
J. Middleton Wright,

Spring Gardens, Stockport.

The United States Horoscope and Meteorologist, published in 
Philadelphia, America, remarks :—

“ The Meteorologist of this age is W. J. Simmonite, o f  Yorkshire, 
England. In the year, 18.1!), lie put forth his first publication. 
Should Mr. Simmonite live to the ordinary age o f man, he will do 
the cause o f truth essential service.

The Author o f “  The Celestial Messenger," for 1841, in the 
Preface—

"  Simmonite, has nobly advanced the science (Meteorology) ; the 
name o f Simmonite will be handed down to posterity. He is inde
fatigable in his researches, and his observations on the weather 
are remarkably correct, as comprehending the northern boundary, 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Staffordshire, &c. &c.”

The Scientific and Literary Messenger, devoted to Astro-Meteor
ology, Astronomy, Astrology, and the Physical Sciences. Simpkin, 
Marshall & Co., London. Edited ley W. J . Simmonite.

Renew ly  llr. IT. W H IT E , Esq., M.R.S., M.M.S., Lecturer on 
Astronomy and the Physical Sciences.

“  This is a real multum in parvo Monthly Magazine o f Science, 
and it has begun where all preliminary books o f science should begin,
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viz., with a full exposition o f first principles. It fully bears out its 
title.

“  It is well adapted for the perusal of the young, and is calculated 
to exalt the mind in the scale o f science and morality.

“  Any doubt of evil arising from the papers o f astrology, may be 
entirely dispensed with, as astrology is based on astronomy, and not 
upon any demoniacal, or hocus-pocus nonsense.

“  None can peruse this Three-and-Sixpenny issue without having 
his mind enlightened, and his morals not the worse; but led on 
nearer to the Author o f Nature at every step he takes.

“  How far the positions o f the planets are calculated to influence 
the destinies o f men, requires only accurate observation to determine. 
Every one who will take the trouble to become well acquainted with 
planetary motion and planetary influence, may determine many 
events in his future life, may foresee many evils hanging over him, 
and may avert, by timely precaution, many of those calamities that 
leave behind them direful effects.

“  We cordially recommend this Scientific and Literary Gem to 
every rational reader in Great Britain.”

“  London, January, 1842."

The Celestial Messenger and .Midland Counties JFeather Guide ; 
an Almanack f o r  184-1, by Mercurius and Herschel; with an A p 
pendix, containing a Defence o f  Astro-Philosophy, in reply to J. 
G. I. . ; by Mercurius— Leicester, T. Cook; London, Brittain.

This is an Annual o f Astro-Philosophy which has received its first 
impression, founded upon Philosophical and Mathematical data. 
Astral philosophers will do w ell to purchase this neat, clever, and 
scientific brochure. W e recommend it to farmers, as comprising 
Tables o f the Sun and Moon's rising and setting, &c. ; also to horti
culturists and travellers, for whom it is a useful compendium, as 
containing a daily prognostication o f the weather— politicians would 
do well to avail themselves o f a copy, as it contains some very inge
nious and Astro-philosophic predictions on the forthcoming actions 
of parliament, with other mundane prophecies. We heartily wish 
success to the little “  Messenger.”

A S T R O L O G Y  C O N S IS T E N T .

T wins born at Pudsey, in Yorkshire, latitude about 53} N., at 8h. 
a . m.; June 28th, 1824, and about a quarter of an hour difference in 
their birth. Ilad the scarlet fever together at four years old ; courted 
two females at one time ; both females died at one and the some time : 
the twins were nearly 19 years of age; they both died within 24 hours 
of each other, and of one complaint, a consumption, and was buried 
in one grave, on the 2nd of August, 1842. This appeared in the Leeds 
newspapers on the Oth of August, as a curious coincidence.

I had the particulars from a young man living at Bramley, but who 
went to Pudsey on purpose to ascertain the particulars of the above. 
He had them from their mother and grandmother— their names, Joseph 
and Samuel Clough— one a tailor, the other a slubber.

William Eddison, Leeds.
li
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A  Question proposed by the President and answered by three o f  the 
Members o f  the Sheffield Astro-Philosophical Society.

Query 1st. My Son is lost—is he dead or alive—when will he he 
found P

June 29 d. 12 h. 15 m. 18431-
Mars, lord o f the Ascendant, signifies the querent, and being in the 8th house, 

denotes the parent fears death to the child. As the © ,  the child's siguificutor, has 
passed the □  o f h i, lord o f the child’s house o f death, denotes death ; the same, the 
©  passed an 8  o f '2, a cold planet, denotes death hy water. The © ,  applying to 
Me o f 2 , shews the child will he found hy a neighbour, in a few hours, drowned.

T H O M A S  P A R K I N .

Mars in the child’s 4th, or natural Hth, gives death. I ©  ruler o f 8th, afflicting 
the Hth, dead. © ,  signifier o f the child, has lately been in §  " f  bJi lord o f its 6th, 
which signifies affliction or death. The © ,  giver o f life, in 23 at the time the sou 
wins lost, signifies lie had gone near water, and, as the child is dead hy the above 
rules, the child is droivtied.

The © ,  signifier o f the child, is hastening to a A  o f $ ,  the m other’s sigmficator, 
denotes found, and the A  comes up about H o ’clock in the morning, the child will 
be found about that time. ,

The M oon in C l, an eastern sign, but being in the 6th, gives a northern direc
tion, from the child’s home, where he met with his destiny.

W I L L I A M  S K I D M O R E .

Mars is tho significator o f tho querent— M oon signifies the child. Mars in the 
natural Hth— U ,  lord o f Hth, in the child’s Hth, and partly ruler thereof. ©  lately 
been in d  ,,f 0 ,  and ^  on the cusp of its 12tli. lit, an evil planet, ruler o f cusp of 
12th, posited therein ; >2 It, in its 6th, and the ©  been afflicted by its § ,  are de
cided testimonies that the child is dead. The ©  lately in ci o f 0 ,  in a watery 
sign, declares the child drowned. Venus, ruler o f his 3rd, in querent’s3rd, to which 
the ©  applies, and to the A  o f lord o f cusp o f tho 1st, declares the child will bo
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‘found when @  A  <?, next morning, by a woman o f short stature, denoted by @
“ S i-

Mercury in n ,  and (? ) in S I, declare the child went in a N .E . direction, but @  
in O , shews it will be found in a N . W . direction. Mars in 8th, l  on 1 Ith, lord 
o f  8tn, in 1 ith , and Iff in 12th, declares great trouble o f mind in reference to the 
querent. '  G E O R G E  T O Y N E .

[N . 11.— The child “  was drowned,”  and “  in N .W . direction,”  also “  found by 
a neighbour, and a female o f a low stiff stature,”  and the next morning about eight 
o'clock, as I told her, and as the Members state above.

The reader will perceive the truth o f the Science we here advocate, and hope to 
cultivate, by similar procedure. I recommended the querent to hasten to a certain 
pond and search for the child ; she said they had dried the pond and could not find 
the la d ; however, at my request, they searched again, and found him in the very 
place I was sure he was— the lad was found in the very pond !! W . J . S.]

Q U E S T IO N  O N  T H E  E D U C A T IO N A L  B IL L  O F L A S T  SE SSIO N , 
Contributed by H e r s c h e l .

Question ; W ill the Educational Clauses o f the Factories Hill, as brought in by 
Sir James Graham, be passed or abandoned, as far as religious education is 
concerned ?

T H E  A N S W E R  WAS AS FOLLOWS.

The 10th house, and its lady, $ , signify the government.
The 5th, and its lady, (Venus) signify the educational clauses.
The Ascendant, its lords and planets therein, 2£, I j, and ; ( o  being also lord 

o f the 4th, or 7th from the 10th, and o f the 11th) denote the querent, the people, and 
the opponents o f the b i l l ; also H ,  in some measure, as he is the dispositor o f  Ju
piter, and Jupiter, Herschel, are in mutual reception.

5 ,  being lord o f the fitli and 7th, and also o f 9th, is significator o f the Church of 
England, and opponents o f the people.
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Testimonies o f the Clauses being jtassed.
9i lady o f both 10th and 5th, angular.
Q in his own house (n ) ,  angular, and applying to the semUoxtile o f 9*
9 will shortly leave C)P and enter her dignities in ft.

Testimonies o f the Clauses being abandoned*
9 in her detriment.
9  in her own 7th, disposed o f by c?, lord thereof.

, lord o f the 4th, angular, in the 1st.
, lord o f part o f 1st, angular, in his own house.

c? and 9 separating from a A ,  applying to a sesquiquadrate, and in a mundane Q .
9 applying to a %  o f 2(., and in □  to
S applying to a A  o f 2(..
8  and cf separating from an § .

13 , and c?, in mutual reception by house.
The significators o f the people and opponents o f the government, the weightier 

and superior planets: and the significators of the Government and Church, the 
lighter and inferior ones.

The testimonies o f the Clauses being persevered in by the Government, and 
passed, are very few and weak ; whilst the opposite testimonies are numerous and 
more powerful. The educational clauses o f the billy therefn'ey (as far as religious edu
cation is concerned) w il l  nr. ahandoned .

Venus being lady o f the 5th as well as o f 10th, shews the Government have the 
power to pass the measure in their own hands ; but the question is, will the oppo
sition created by u the pressure from without," cause the Government to abandon 
the measure.

N ow  9 is in the house o f opponents to the Government, disposed o f by <?, lord 
thereof, who is in a mundane Q  to her. Venus is in her detriment in a moveable 
sign, within a degree o f the ^  o f 2£, lord o f 1st, and in □  to l2> l° rd o f part o f the 
1st, who is strong in his own house.

These shew the Government compelled to acceed to the wishes o f the people ; as 
also do the other testimonies, above enumerated ; also $ , aiguificator o f the Church 
o f England, and opponents o f the people, is separating from the 8  o f 8  and apply
ing to a A  o f 2£, shewing that tin* worst o f their opposition upon the subject is now 
over, and they will be more conciliatory ; but as the (2) applying to a Q  o f 2 , the 
people will make great opposition to the Church.

I h e  result is well known : the opposition to the amended clauses was even greater 
than in the first instance: overwhelming numbers o f meetings were held, and peti
tions presented against the clauses; but Sir J . Graham still declared his intention 
o f  proceeding with the bill as amended, and had fixed Monday, June 19th, for pro
ceeding with i t ; when, lo ! on Thursday, June 15th, be (Sir James Graham) an
nounced, to the house, that Government had cofhe to the determination to abandon 
the educational clauses.

Meetings wore also held at Leeds and other places, condemning the union of 
Church and State, and agitating for a separation, and lately the plan o f a com na
tion to seek the accomplishment o f that object has been proposed in the N oncon
formist.

J U P I T E ll  A P P E A R IN G  W IT H O U T  S A T E L L IT E S .

“ One instance," says Sir J. P. W. Herschel, “ only, as far as we 
are aware, is on record when Jupiter lias been seen without satel
lites— viz., by Molyneau, November 2nd, (old style) 1681.” This 
phenomenon was witnessed on Wednesday, September 27th, 1843, 
at 11 h. 45 m. i*. m . A t !) h.,35 in. only three o f Jupiter’s satellites 
were visible, and in such a position as was anticipated, the entire 
disappearance o f all o f them, at 10 h. 31 m. 30 s., one only was visi
ble ; and at 45 in. past 11 Jupiter appeared without a satellite, as in 
the following sketch :

39 minutes past 9 . * * 0 *
39i  do. do. !) * 0
45 do. do. 11 . 0



THE A ST HO-PHI LO SO THE II AND METEOROLOGIST. 13

W IN TE R  QUARTER OF 1843 and 4.

A s there is an eclipse so near the Sun’s entrance into the Tro/iic o f Capricorn, we 
shall found onr chief prognostications o f mundane fluctuations, or the world’s fate, 
during the Sun's traverse through the H yem al signs , ÍXC, and X -

1. For what time do you Erect the Figure ?
F or the exact time o f  the ecliptic conjunction o f the luminaries, because they are 

then in the most direct line to each other; besides, experience has shewn that po
sition to have effect.

2. W  ill this Eclipse be total ? Y es.
3 . W ill it he visible in  England ?
N o. Visible only up to about the 35th degree o f North latitude-, it will be seen 

in Australia, North Pacific, Turkey in Europe, Borneo, China, Sumatra, Siberia, 
Sweden, Ceylon, Hindostán, Arabia, &c.

4. A t what time does it begin, and when does it end ?
Begins on the earth generally at 29 m. past 2 on the 21st day, and terminates 

36 m. past 7, A. M., in longitude 114° 33 E. o f Greenwich, and latitude 23° 44 N ., 
having endured 5 h. 7 m.

5. V\ hat do these phenomena denote, billing in the 2nd house ?
A  lack o f revenue, losses to government officers, the queen’s children afflicted, 

loss to our shipping, France and Spain at daggers p oin t; and unnecessary national 
expenses ?

6. W hat are the effects o f the Eclipse happening in the latter degrees o f f  ?
Eclipses in the last decántete o f Sagittary, destruction to cattle, wild, obstinate,

and whimsical actions among men. London suffers, as the eclipse falls in its oppo- 
site sign, some warlike scene in our metropolis.

7. W hat foreign places and affairs does it signify ?
Armenia, as being ruled bv the opposite sign, will be seriously afflicted by war, 

earthquakes, and other physical convulsions; also near the upper course o f the 
rivers Euphrates and T igr is ; Bagdad appears in arms, as well as Trebisoiuland M osel

I r a k - A r a b i , a plain on the lower banks o f the Euphrates, will witness the 
effects o f depravity o f fallen man. Spain in agitation— many pirates on Yemen, 
and plunderings in Sana, neither is Mocha or Aden free from commercial strife.
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8. W hat does the Eclipse signify in square to Herschel ?
As Herschel rules partly the .'¡rd in the 4th, loss o f life to pitmen, railway acci

dents, newspaper libels ; Maria de Gloria’s health is afflicted ; Galacia, in Spain, is 
visited with disease, and its poor but industrious labourers sorrowful.

9. W hat will he the effects o f Mars hastening to Herschel.
Mars, ruler o f the first and fifth, in the fourth, prognosticates many incendiarisms 

to happen to farms, and loss o f property; destruction to some theatre, fever in 
schools, husbandmen out o f employment.

N . B .— The eclipse falls in Sir R obert Peel’s seventh, manifests his enemies will 
fall before him, and that he shall have plenty o f afflicted foes— it happens in Louis 
Philippe’s money house, danger to lus pecuniary acquisitions— it takes place in 
W ellington's 12th, his opponents will be unable to do him harm— Victoria will feel 
its effects, as it is near her Herschel in the 8th, in square o f Saturn in her 12th. 
Mark these ominous precursors.

T H E  A P H E L IA  OF T H E  P L A N E T S , A N D  T H E  J U D G M E N T  
F R O M  T H E N C E . ■

Aphelion, from the Greek (apo) from, (clios) the sun, means that 
point of a planet’s orbit which is farthest from the Sun. The aphe- 
lia of the planets is an apparently fixed point, which when any planet 
arrives at that point, then is it at its slowest motion, for the farther a 
planet’s orbit is from Sol, the slower is that planet in its motion. 
Now the motions of the aphelia of the planets, are various, and that is 
caused by the precession of the equinoxes, by which means it moves 
through the zodiac in a very long period of time. The changes of the 
aphelia, of the primary planets, out o f one sign into another, have been 
considered by some astrologers, to cause great mutations in the world.

The following Table gives the Heliocentric longitudes of the Aphe
lia of the Planets, together with the apparent annual increase of lon
gitude, made up of real increase and precession.

PLANETS. 1844. Y E A R L Y
IN CREASE.

CHANGE
8IGNS.

O / / / //

M ercu ry .............. 15 3  8 55.9
V e n u s .................. 9 Hi 51 47.4
Kartli.................... 10 14 23 01.8
M a r s .................... :i 11 18 65.9
Jupiter.................. i i 49 20 57.1
Saturn .................. 29 50 48 09.1 1847 in W
Horscli 1 ............. 18 0 38 52.5

The above table exhibits the exact places of the Aphelia for the be
ginning of the year 184 , and it is seen that Saturn will pass out of 
the fiery sign Sagittarius into the watery sign Capricorn, in 1847, at 
which time some notable event will take place in reference to farmers 
and laws connected with the landed interest.

Before the flood, 389 years, Saturn changed his aphelion out of 
Libra into Scorpio, a watery sign; and 516 years before the flood, 
Mars changed his aphelion out of Gemini into Cancer, a watery sign. 
No planet, except Saturn and Mars, changed its aphelion near those 
times ; and when Mars changed his aphelion out of Cancer into Leo, 
123 years after the flood, began the Grecian monarchy, and the con
quest o f the then known part of the world by Alexander the Great. 
Only 5 years before the conquest of the world, Saturn changed his 
aphelion out of Scorpio into Sagittarius, its present sign.
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Spineus, an old astrologer, says, under these phenomena, “  that 

there shall be great war and bloodshed all over the world ; even to the 
destruction o f monarchy in several kingdoms, and reduce all to an 
aristocratical mediocrity, both in church and s t a t e b u t  ere that can 
be effected, omnia mutu unius reguntur.

We are of opinion that there will be great mutations in the atmo
sphere, in 1847, when Saturn enters into Capricorn, and very pro
bably earthquakes and mutanies.
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L O U IS  X I V .  K IN G  O P F R A N C E .

At the birtli o f Louis XIV. the king of France, the gentlemen o f 
the Royal Academy of Inscriptions, caused a splendid medal to be 
struck to commemorate the event. Around this medal was placed the 
12 signs of the zodiac, forming the 12 houses of heaven. The planets 
were placed in the same degrees as they then occupied in the heavens. 
The following was given as the interpretation of the celestial theme. 
“  The Sun, who gives perfection to the other planets, is in the mid- 
heaven ; Mars, lord of the ascendant, in reception with Jupiter, the 
protector of life ,- Saturn,, the enemy of nature, is in his dignities, 
which makes him less malevolent. The Moon is in conjunction with 
Venus ; and Mercury, in his house of predilection to the Sun, hut out 
o f combustion, giving a superiority of genius in the most difficult en
terprises ; which his being in square to Mars, is not able to abate.”  
Such was the interpretation of their monarch’s horoscope, which was 
figured in the midst of this medal, by a rising sun. The king was 
placed in the chariot of this glorious planet, o f which Ovid has given 
us a description. This chariot was drawn by four horses, guided by 
Victory. The inscription was in these words : “  O r t u s  S o l i s  G a l -
i . r c i “  The rising of the Gallic Sun and the exergue thereof, con
tained this other inscription, “  S e p t e m b i u s  Q u i n t o  M i n u t i s  38 
A n t e  M e r i d i a n , 1638.”  This curious medal exhibits a remarkable 
instance of the high reputation in which Astrology was held at that 
period of its formation. Neither were the predictions of the Astro
logers, relative to the celebrity of the future “  Grand Monarque" un
fulfilled, as history is sufficient to prove.

V A L E N T IN E  N A IIIO D , A S T R O L O G E R .

Valentine Naibod, a celebrated Astrologer o f Padua, from the 
Rules of Astrology, predicted his own death in the following singular 
manner. Living at Padua, he spent his time in study, and having 
considered his own nativity, he found some directiona approaching, 
that gave him ground to fear ho should 11 he Trilled or mounded with 
a s w o r d to prevent which, and to shun the fate he apprehended, 
he took in all sorts of provisions from abroad, to serve him for some 
months to come ; shut and barred all his gates, doors, and windows : 
and resolved to continue there to avoid the mischief. In the mean 
time, it happened that some thieves went by, and seeing the house 
made so secure, supposed, no doubt, that there must he some great 
wealth therein; and, in the night time, breaking into the house, and 
meeting with the master thereof, they barbarously murdered him, as 
his horoscope foretold.

T O  T H E  N A R R O W -M IN D E D  R E A D E R .

It is a maxim with persons of a contumacious turn of mind, to con
sider every thing as impossible that does not immediately fidi within 
the compass of their own ideas ; forgetting that the operations of
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nature are as unsearchable as they are curious, and that the ways o f 
God surpass all human comprehension !— and so warped are they from 
every sentiment of liberality, that those who discover a willingness to 
receive instruction, or who diller from them in opinion, are doomed to 
ridicule and scorn. But to shew how reprehensible such conduct is, 
we need only reflect on the unbelieving St. Thomas, and the pointed 
exclamation of the blessed Redeemer upon that occasion. You of 
this untoward disposition, will take up this book from the impulse of 
curiosity, till, you recollect yourself, will toss it into the pitiable 
corner of scorn, and upbraid its author. And yet, I am bold to say, 
and wish I was at your elbow, though invulnerable you may be to the 
force of reason, might soon be convinced of the purity and excellency 
o f this invaluable Science, only for a few minutes divest yourself o f 
the blind fiend Prejudice, and impartially weigh the evidence practi
cally brought to its support— nay, I have reason to believe, that, how
ever much you cantingly appear externally to condemn the Astral 
philosophy, you nevertheless feel, in your own mind, and vainly at
tempt to stifle the dictates of conscience, the internal conviction of 
its absolute existence, a boon given by the Beneficent Being as a true 
guide to the providential dispensations of Deity. Would you but 
honestly and wisely cultivate this internal conviction, implanted by 
the Creator of all things, and put on the honest armour ofcaudour, and 
the solid reasoning of a dispassionate individual, the order of nature 
will then unfold itself to your view, and the stupendous works of 
Creation captivate your senses; till, emulous of attaining the most 
exalted knowledge, you will seek the vast extent of space, and find 
the beautifully harmonious canopy of heaven expanded for your con
templation. And thus, familiarized in the wonderful properties of 
heavenly and earthly things, would no longer consider Astrology as 
the parent of wicked compact and infatuation, or the child of impos
ture ; but would be sensible it contains the balsamic nutriment of 
Truth and Wisdom.

19. C H A M B E R S 'S  E U L O G IU M  ON A S T R O L O G Y .

The study of the stars, with a view to foretel the destiny of nations 
and individuals, or of unravelling other mysteries hidden to ordinary 
investigation, and which received the name of Judicial jistrology , is 
of very ancient origin, having been first practised by the Babylonians 
and Chaldeans from two thousand to a thousand years before Christ. 
The avowed reason for assigning such properties to the planetary bo
dies, was, that the heavens are one great book, in which God has 
w ritten the history of the world, and in which every man may read his 
own fortune and the transactions o f his time.

Tin' writers here assert tliis science was “  first practised by the Babylonians 2,000 
years B. C ."  The History o f China shews us that one Fohi studied Astrology at 
least 2,700 years B. C ., thus proving that this science existed before the æra hero 
mentioned. The Indians had a knowledge o f the Astral doctrines long before the 
Chinese. Playfair declares the Indians to be well acquainted with these doctrines 
at the epoch o f the Tirvalore Tables, 9,102 years B. C. Josephus tells us, that 
Adam  taught the science to Seth, hence we see a knowledge o f the science has 
existed from the creation o f  man.

Proceeding on this doctrine, the study o f the planets, and their
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various movements in reference to each other, became in time one of 
the most imposing, and extended its influence down to a late period 
o f history.¿ It is almost needless to state that reason exists for be
lieving that planets possess the power over the affairs of mortals ; and 
they have effect upon the common atmospheric phenomena,, such as 
clouds, winds, thunder, rain,.See. The moon, which was long sup
posed to exercise some peculiar influence over the seasons and certain 
mental affections, is now understood by scientific men to have such 
eflect. One thing is certain, that the destiny of human beings is go
verned by sun, moon, stars ; for all these luminaries, great and small, 
are so many globes resembling that which we inhabit. The idea, 
therefore, of these masses of matter, removed to the distance of mil
lions and thousand of millions o f miles from us, and each with solemn 
placidity whirling in its appointed path, have influence over human 
affairs, is astonishing.

b Yes, and still flourish at this period1, 1844, and thousands are flocking to its 
standard,, and those are o f the first-rate master-minds, for such it necessarily re
quires.

In an age when the external manifestations of nature were attributed 
to supernatural causes, the practice of Astrology received its share o f 
encouragement both from the learned and ignorant. The two branches 
into which the science was divided, judicial and natural, were distin
guished in the following way. Natural Astrology comprehended the 
study and prediction of meteorological phenomena— of winds, storms, 
hurricanes, thunder, earthquakes, and the like ; and, excepting always 
in so far as its professors derive their knowledge from the stars, this 
department of the art had its foundation in the rational principles of 
natural philosophy. Judicial Astrology, again, which is the matter 
considered at present, was simply the art of fore-telling by the stars. 
'The east has been mentioned as the scene of its origin. Amongst the 
Chaldeans, the Egyptians, the Chinese, and the Hindoos, it was for 
ages in universal practice, and in Persia at this day the sovereign 
will not perform the most ordinary act, without receiving assurance 
that the hour is declared by the stars o be favourable. The character 
o f the Mahometan system was favourable to the maintenance of Astro
logy, and among the prophet’s immediate followers, the Arabs, the 
practice of these flourished greatly. It was through that people that 
the art was introduced into Spain, whence it first spread over Europe; 
for the previous records of the northern nations do present distinct 
traces o f such a belief. It is true, the Homans brought the art from 
Egypt, and cultivated it with avidity, but the incursions of the barba
rian Goths and Huns had again removed almost every vestage o f it 
from Europe.

u W e find, be it marked, a common bond o f belief in the providence o f the 
Deity by means o f these instruments, the heavenly bodies, stretching: from China 
through Arabia, Persia, and Babylon, to Greece— from Indus and the Ganges to 
tie* Nile, thence to the Euphrates, the Rhone, the Tiber, and tlie T ham es; and 
never did we find that bond broken till the liydrn o f Atheism began to rear its 
hideous head, by ‘ the incursions o f the barbarian Goths and H uns,’ in the confines 
o f the W estern Europe, in the 17th century."

W e first receive, accordingly, something like a systematic view of 
astrological science from the Arabic and Jewish writers of Spain, of 
whom the professors in England, France, and Germany, were fol-
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lowers. They divided the' whole heavens, visible and invisible, into 
twelve equal parts, formed by drawing lines from north to south, in 
the same way tis the lines of longitude are marked on a map or globe 
of the earth. These circles were supposed to remain motionless, 
'while the daily revolutions o f the globe took place under them, and 
•every heavenly body passed through each of the circles in twenty-four 
hours. They are called the twelve houses of heaven, and have dif
ferent powers assigned to them; one being the house of life ; a second, 
of riches ; a third, of death ; a fourth, of marriage ; a fifth, of health ; 
and so on. All the planets and stars have specific powers, and their 
position with respect to these houses, and to oneanother, at the hour 
o f an individual’s birth, or at any special epoch, formed the basis for 
determining the issue of events.

It would be treating the matter with unnecessary seriousness to at
tempt to educe any thing more precise out of the rules which consti
tuted the science of Astrology. What will strike every Jew, Maho
metan, and Christian, while the whole religious system of the Greeks 
and Romans, were content to hold the characters of the planets as 
identical with those of the old divinities, because the names o f these 
personages had been assigned to them, from very early times. Think 
of the consistency of a Christian father allowing Mars to possess fiery 
and warlike powers and tendencies. With Jewish rabbi, and Maho
metan mufti, the consistency was equal. Because the heathens gave 
the name of Saturn, whom they painted as a gniff old man with a 
scythe, to one planet, and the name of Jupiter, who was their god of 
gods, to another, while to a third they assigned the name of their 
commercial god Mercury, this was held as a sufficient reason by all 
parties in later times for believing that the first of these luminaries 
shed a black and baneful influence on mankind, that the second had 
the power of bestowing crowns and greatness, and that the third ruled 
all matters of property and merchandise among mortal men !

All this is the powers ascribed to the heavenly bodies in connexion 
with human affairs. Ever)- hour of the day had its presiding star. 
Every part of the body under the dominion of a sign. The Ram pre
sides over the head, the Bull over the gullet, the Twins over the breast, 
the Scorpion over the intestines, and the Fishes over the feet. A true 
devotee of the art took great care at what hours .and seasons lie swal
lowed physic.

All metal in the bowels of the earth is under rule of certain planets. 
The Sun being yellow, and gold being yellow, of course, according to 
the profound system of reasoning on which this science is based, was 
the luminary for gold. Saturn being a heavy, dull gentleman, nothing 
could he fitter than that he should be superintendent to all lead-mines. 
Iron being the metal for weapons of war. Mars very properly got charge 
o f i t ; and on the same enlightened principles, Meroury, who was fa
mous for activity, was the denominator over quicksilver. The pro
vince of Jupiter is to preside over tin. Sec.

The reigns of the Stuarts in the seventeenth century formed the era 
during which Judicial Astrology flourished in our island, and indeed 
over all Europe. Previously to this age, Alfonsa, king of Castile, sur- 
named the Astrologer, had assembled the Arabic and Jewish sages of 
his empire, and had sat in consultation with them five years, drawing 
tip the Alfonsinc Tables, which gave to F.urope all the Arabic and
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Hebrew astrology. Nostradamus and others had gained note by their 
predictions in France and Germany. In the time oi' James I., how
ever, England outstripped all its neighbours in devotion to the science. 
William Lilly, who fortunately left a personal memoir behind him, 
“ The Philomath,”  and many others of note, with a power of predic
tion. They professed to forctel every thing and any thing, and one 
thing was just as easy to them as another. Lilly's Memoirs shew us 
the almost unlimited length to which all ranks oi'his countrymen car
ried their credulity. His powers made him a most important actor in 
the politics, generally, o f his time. The pieces which he issued under 
the title of Prophetical Almanacks, were spelled over in the tavern, 
and again and again quoted in the senate, some of its members were 
among the clearest-headed men England has ever produced. All 
classes of persons in succession glided into the study. From the find
ing of a stray thimble to the restoration of the royal authority, nothing 
was considered too difficult for him who held dominion over the stars, 
with all their signs and houses, advents and potents.

Here we are told that the immortal L illy ’s Annuals were “  spelled in the ta
vern, and again and again quoted in the senate,”  one o f the greatest evidences o f 
the truth o f his prognostics, and o f the universal reliance on the verity o f his art. 
W hat will the modern sceptics say to this, when they are told that the readers o f 
prophetic Almanacks were studied by “  tlie clearest-headed men England ever pro
duced, such as Lord Bacon, Kepler, Newton, M ilton, and thousands more.”

If any thing were required the confessions of William Lilly afford 
ample materials for the purpose. “  We know,”  says an able writer, 
“ an assemblage of British senators— the contemporaries of Milton 
and Clarendon, of Hampden and Falkland—in an age which roused 
into action so many and such mighty energies, gravely engaged in 
ascertaining the causes of a great national calamity, from the pre
science.”

Beside, the introduction of the inductive system of reasoning was 
in itself sufficient to rank the science which had facts to rest upon. 
Astrology can he said to have survived the seventeenth century, du
ring which the system of Copernicus, who flourished about 1520, 
spread gradually over the civilised world. Morin, who may be term
ed the real astrologer, was a man of r/rraf learn hi//, died in 1(>56. 
From this period, those who pursued the art were an inferior order. 
One of the most noted of these was a person named Partridge, who 
flourished in London about eighty years since, and issued an annual 
publication, entitled “  Poor llobiu's Almanack.”  In this work, for 
17711, the following advertisement occurs, and no doubt had great 
effect in its day :— c.

“  When most proper season to bleed. Under what aspect of the 
moon best to draw teeth. What the kindest sign to graft or inoculate 
in; to open bee-hives, and kill swine. With other notable questions, 
fully and faithfully resolved, by me, Sylvester Partridge, student in 
Physic and Astrology, near the Gun in Moorfields. Of whom like
wise may he had, at reasonable rates, trusses, antidotes, elixirs.”

e u N o  doubt,”  Partridge, who was physician to a monarch, would ho considered 
n fit person on whom to rely with confidence for his advice in matters o f health, and 
more especially as he followed damo Nature, and the “  natural way o f physic,”  
through the only sure direction, the Antral-science.

With this we conclude the present sketch, and only require to add,
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that in the case of Astrology mankind were benefited. The cultiva
tion of this led to the discovery of many new facts in Astronomy, the 
science of the stars ; indeed, many of the greatest astronomers were 
first led to their peculiar studies by hopes of reading the fate* of men 
in the heavens, and were to their dying day believers.

It  is generally believed that Chambers were ignorant o f the science, which I  
firmly believe they are— bnt as recorders o f the science in this paper they are on the 
whole correct. W e have copied it, not adding any matter o f our own, only in the 
small type, where we found it necessary to add a few words. This u Eulogium” is 
taken from the “  Edinburgh Journal,”  page 379. W e, like other, general readers, 
consider the u Journal”  as a weal o f hodpjxxtg, mixed up to satisfy the ignorant, and 
to penny the pocket o f  R obert and W illiam. However, they, like all other pub
lishers o f 11 Peoples-Editions,”  see that Astral-Philosophy is making rapid strides 
in the land, and gaining ground daily, they in their good humour wish to push at 
the science, and we thank them for it. It  saves us the expense o f advertising the 
Science, and keeps the blaze o f enquiry alive.

W e acknowledge that their article is very verbos-like and totologically expressed 
— to make their intentions more explicit we have omitted some o f their unnecessary 
expressions, and by that means their intentions appear, to the general reader, more 
perspicuous.

W e shall shortly shew the opinions o f other publishers on the rapid progress o f 
this science. Shall be glad if any correspondents will furnish us with printed docu
ments issued by authors.

FIGURE IV.

Dear Sir, _
I have been induced by a numerous circle ° ¡ friends, students, 

readers, and admirers of your Astrological Publication, to send for 
insertion in your “  Quartcrli/ b i s t r o - Philosopher, the above inter-
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esting figure, which was answered by myself, and has been amply 
fulfilled, as far as the time is gone. I have shewn this figure to 
many students in the Astral Science, in and about Leicester, and 
have invariably proposed the following 'questions, ’partly for the 
purpose o f improving them, and at the same time demonstrating the 
truth to the sceptic, as far as possible, as they having frequently 
fallen in my way.

Is/. W ill it be well to remove ?
2nd. I f  so, to what, part o f  the torvn ?
-lire/. Is  the querent cnciente ?
4/A. I f  so, when mill it be born ?
5th. Is  it a male or fem ale ?
■6th. W ill it live or d iet

The above, Sir, have been answered, without an exception, by 
many students, according to the plain and easy, yet natural rules, 
which are laid down in your excellent Miscellany, the “  Monthly 
Scientific and Literary Messenger,” o f 1842, whose discontinuing 1 
may say all deplore. I have, therefore, complied with their earnest 
solicitations, by sending you the figure and simple questions as 
queries to be answered, (if  you deem them worthy) in a future 
number of the “ Astro-Philosopher,”  by students in different parts 
of the country, and by such means prove to the sceptical Fel-oso- 
phers the truth and verity o f Astral doctrines.

Wishing your publication every possible success, I remain 
Yours respectfully, on behalf o f friends and readers,

H. T. Green,
15, Kutland-street, Leicester.

To Mr. W. J. Simmonite, Sheffield, January 19th, 1814.
P . S. \\ ould not a plan somewhat like this ho the means o f making the “  Astro- 

Philosopher" a jterpetual or continuing vehicle o f Astro-philosophical correspondents: 
viz. L et nstrologians send in their own nativities, or figure o f the heavens at birth, 
and then call upon all to give a full length judgm ent upon i t ; and that which has 
most merit in it, let that lie published, and award some sort o f a prize to the suc
cessful competitor—o f course a president or umpire will he necessary, and I think 
all might he done hy an anonymous mark or name, so that, jmrtinliiy or prejudice 
might he removed. I have long wished we had a periodical o f our own, and 1 do 
hope some means will he devised to keep the one now going. I submit these for 
your consideration.— II. T . Green.

20. O N  T H E  M O R A L  A N D  C H R IS T IA N  T E N D E N C Y  O F  A S T R O - 
P H IL O S O P H Y .

By c. D . R oss, President o f the Leicester Astro-Phitosnphical Society.

Amongst the numerous believers in Astral Science, there can 
scarcely be any who arc indifferent to, or ignorant of, the physical, 
organic, and pecuniary benefits to be derived from its use. The power 
given by it to lessen foreseen evils, either with respect to bodily or 
other accidents, by due caution ; and to avoid, as much as possible, 
losses and ruinous speculations in monetary affairs : also, for indivi
duals to improve their circumstances to the greatest possible amount, 
by exerting themselves during the operation of favourable arcs ; and
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the power given by choosing a fit and proper time for the commence
ment of any undertaking to secure its success ; these are advantages 
sufficient to demand the attention of all classes of persons.

But these are far from being all the benefits that would accrue to 
mankind from the general study and practice of Astro-Philosophy. 
Other and higher considerations yet remain behind. It would elevate 
the mind of the Christian above earthly things, and lead him to con
template with wonder and admiration the inlinite wisdom and power 
of tlie Creator in so arranging the universe, that the mighty orbs 
which constitute our solar system, should reciprocally act upon and 
govern each other ; that they should act as causes of events in this 
world : also that, intricate and multiplied as are the affairs of human 
life, a ready solution can at any time be found, to any question that 
man can desire to know by the movements of the planetary bodies.

Were Astro-Philosophy universally practised, an immense quantity 
o f sin and misery would be at once done away with. Of what use 
would it be for any person to attempt to deceive his neighbour, when 
he would be certain of being detected ? where would gambling, war, 
contentions, law-suits, &c. be if Astro-Philosophy were generally prac
tised ? they could not be far short of being extinct ; for what man in 
the full possession of his senses, and labouring under no mental dis
ease, would lay a wager, or sit down to the gambling-table, when he 
knew he should most certainly be a loser ? or what person would com
mence or endeavour to carry on a law-suit, or any judicial or other 
quarrel, with tlie certain knowledge of being defeated ? or w hat nation 
or kingdom w ould be such fools as to go to war w ith auy other nation, 
with the certain prospect of defeat and loss before their eyes ? surely 
no persons in their senses would do any of these things ; and as the 
suffering and misery which would entail upon the parties engaged in 
these transactions could not be produced without the engagement of 
both, it would not be produced at all : for one of the contending or 
gambling parties being necessitated to lose, and by the use of Astro- 
Philosophy knowing the same before-hand, and preventing it by not 
engaging in the contest, this would of course prevent the quarrel or 
gambling transaction from taking place, and also all the suffering and 
misery resulting therefrom. For who would not rather make a small 
sacrifice at first than a much greater one afterwards ? which would be 
equally certain.

Here, then, is a wide field for the exertions of the Christian philo
sopher and philanthropist. Let it not be said that the promotion of 
Astro-Philosophy is a small thing in the eyes of the Creator, after the 
beneficial results" that we have shewn may be derived from it. It de
mands the attention of every lover of mankind, and none but bigots 
and misanthropes will refuse it that attention.

21. P E C U L IA R IT IE S  O B S E R V A R L E  IN  D IF F E R E N T  C L IM A T E S .

The peculiarities of all nations are distinguished according to entire 
parallels and entire angles, and by their situation with regard to the 
Sun and the eliptic.

The climate which we inhabit is situated in one of the northern
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quadrants: but other nations, which lie under more southern paral
lels, that is to say, in the space between the equinoctial line and sum
mer tropic, have the Sun in their zenith, and are continually scorched 
by it. They are consequently black in complexion, and have thick 
and curled hair. They are, moreover, ugly in person, o f contracted 
stature, hot in disposition, and fierce in manners, in consequence of 
the incessant heats to which they are exposed; and they are called by 
the common name ^Ethiopians. Hut the human race does not alone 
afford evidence of the violent heat in these regions; it is shewn also 
by all other animals, and by the state of the surrounding atmosphere.

The natives of those countries which lie under the more remote 
northern parallels, (that is to say, under the arctic circle and beyond) 
have their zenith far distant from the zodiac and the Sun’s heat. Their 
constitutions, therefore, abound in cold, and are also highly imbued 
with moisture, which is in itself a most nutritive quality, and, in these 
latitudes, is not exhausted by heat: hence they are fair in complexion, 
with straight hair, of large bodies, and full stature. They are cold in 
disposition, and wild in manners, owing to the constant cold. The 
state of the surrounding atmosphere, and of animals and plants, cor
respond with that of men; who are here designated by the general 
names of Scythians.

The nations situated between the summer tropic and the arctic 
circle, having the meridian Sun neither in their zenith nor yet lar 
remote from it, enjoy a well-temperated atmosphere. 'This favour
able temperature, however, still undergoes variation, and changes 
alternately from heat to co ld ; but the variation is never vast nor 
violent. The people who enjoy this kindly atmosphere are conse
quently o f proportionate stature and complexion, and o f good na
tural disposition : they live not in a state o f dispersion, but dwell 
together in societies, and are civilized in their habits. Among the 
nations comprehended in this division, those verging towards the 
South are more industrious and ingenious than the others, and better 
adapted to all sciences; and these qualifications are engendered in 
them by the vicinity o f the zodiac to their zenith, and by that fami
liarity thus subsisting between them and the planets moving in the 
zodiac, which familiarity gives activity and an intellectual impulse 
to their minds. Again, the natives of those countries which lie to
wards the East excel in courage, acting boldly and openly under all 
circumstances; for in all their characteristics they are principally 
conformed to Sol’s nature, which is oriental, diurnal, masculine, and 
dexter:—and it is plainly apparent that the dexter parts o f all ani
mals are much stronger than others— hence, results the greater cou
rage o f the inhabitants of the East. And as the Moon, on her first 
appearance after conjunction, is always seen in the West, the west
ern parts are therefore lunar, consequently feminine and sinister; 
whence it follows, that the inhabitants of the West are milder, more 
effeminate, and reserved.

Thus, in all countries, certain peculiarities exist in regard to 
manners, customs, and laws; and in each some portions differ par
tially and individually from the usual habits and condition o f their 
race. These variations arise similarly to the various perceptible 
c o n d i t i o n  o f  the, a t m o s p h e r e  ; as, in all countries their g e n e r a l  state 
o f atmospheric influxes, may be either cold or hot, or temperate,
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yet some peculiar districts possess a peculiar temperature of their own. 
So, likewise, certain people become navigators, owing to their proxi
mity to the sea; while others are equestrian, because their country is 
a plain; and others, again, because domesticated by the fertility of 
their soil.

And thus, in each particular climate, certain peculiar qualities are 
to be found, arising from the familiarity which it holds with the stars 
and the twelve signs. And although these qualities do not pervade 
it, in such a manner as to be necessarily exhibited by every individual 
native, yet they are so far generally distributed as to be o f much utility 
in investigating particular events.— Ptolemy.

22. WISE MEN.
The term “  W ise M en”  is frequently mentioned in Scripture. The first men

tion is in Genesis xli. 8 :  in the Hebrew language, c/iacamim, men o f learning, but 
not “  magicians,”  as they are named in a distinct manner from them, “  and he 
sent and called for all the magicians o f E gypt,”  scribes, interpreters o f difficult 
matters, as the term chartutmiiim, in Hebrew, signifies— “  and all the wise men 
thereof.”  According to Porphyry, “  wise m en”  were “  persons who addicted them
selves to the worship o f God, and the study o f wisdom, passing their whole lives in 
the contemplation o f divine tilings. Contemplation o f the stars, purification, arithmetic, 
geometry, and singing psalms, was their continual employment.”  Such were the 
first worshippers “  o f  the Holy Child Jesus,”  mentioned in Matt. ii. I. Dr. Adam  
Clarke observes li these magi, philosophers, or astrologers, were o f Jewish extrac
tion.”  “  F or,”  says he, “  it is worthy o f remark, that the Auglo-Saxou translates 
M agi, which signifies Astrologers, from a star, or planet, to know or understand:’ 
The Dr. says, “  it was probably among these that Pythagoras conversed, and from 
whom he borrowed that mutest name by which lie wished his countrymen to distin
guish him , viz. a philosopher, simply a laccr o f wisdom.'' They were Astrologers, 
star-gazers, vulgarly called, “  we have seen his St a b , and are come to worship him,”  
whom that star portended— not to idolize that star, as some ignorant cants assert; 
hut, m ark! “  worship him.'' W ho were the first worshippers o f the blessed R e 
deem er? They were Astrologers. T o  whom was the intelligence o f a Saviour’s 
birth first made ? Listen, pseudo-religionist, whom thy bickering slander, calls 
11 priers into the providence o f G od.”  Sceptic ! these ”  wise m en”  were Astrolo
gers, persons who “  contemplated divine things.”  A strologer! glory in being a 
follower o f those “  wise m en," (that none but ignorant and illiterate, blanks in crea
tion, despise,) who first worshipped “  the despised Nazarine.”

23. A G R E A T  L A W Y E R  O N  L A W  A N D  A S T R O L O G Y .

On the question what law is, so long as the rule o f action is kept in the statute or 
common (alias written, Mias imaginary) law, authority, though next to nothing, is 
exery tiling. The question is, what, on a given occasion, is A . (the judge) likely to 
think ? W ait until your fortune has been spent iu the inquiry, and you shall see. 
Hut, forasmuch as it is naturally a man’s wish to he able to give a guess what the 
result will be, before he has spent a fortune with that view , and if possible to avoid 
spending the fortune, and getting nothing in return for it, he applies, through the 
medium of R. (an attorney) for an opinion, to C. (a counsel), w ho, considering what 
D . (a former judge) has, ou a subject more or less analogous to the question, said, 
°r been supposed to say, deduces therefrom his guess as to what, when the time 
conies, he supposes Judge A . will say, ami he gives it you. A shorter way would 
bo to put the question at once to A ., but, for obvious reasons, this is not permitted. 
Jn all cases, as well-grounded a guess might be had o f an astrologer for five shil- 

nngs, as o f a counsel for twice or thrice as many guineas; hut the lawyer looks upon 
ie astrologer as a smuggler, and puts him down .— Jeremy Uentham.

ii
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N A T I V I T Y  O F  T H E  Q U E E N  O F  S P A IN .

FIGURE V.
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'Venus semisquare M oon. 6 27 
Medium Celi #  y  7 mundo 7 5 
M oon P . toitsplace,mundo 7 11 
M oon biquintile $ ,  zodiac 7 24 
A sc. to the body o f H , zod. 7 25 
A sc . semisquare zodiac 7 29 
A sc. §  M oon, z o d ia c . . . .  7 37 
Jupiter biquintile M oon . 7 47 
Midheaven to the D T j, zod. 7 57 
A  sc. to the body o f ]jl, mun. 8 10 
Sun to the #  o f M oon . .  8 19 
M oon to the #  o f Sun, zod. 8 26 
M oon semisquare Mercury 8 32 
Midheaven #  Venus, zod. 8 35 
Midheaven A  Mars, mun. 9 26 
Herschel P . M oon, mundo 9 57 
Sun to the P . 2 , zodiac . . 1 0  5 
Sun to the Qu. o f 7£, zod. 10 7 
Sun to the %  o f 1?, zodiac 10 29 
Sun to the square o f 14 . .  10 50 
M oon P . o f Saturn, zodiac 10 50 
Midheaven S O  © ,  zodiac 11 26 
Midheaven S Q  5 , mundo 11 46 
Venus to the body o f 0  . 11 59 
Sun to the trine o f ]jl . . .  12 9 
Midheaven #  $?, m undo. 12 29
M oon rapt P. Saturn------12 48
Sun semisquare Saturn . .  12 59 
M oon #  Mercury, zodiac 12 59 
Asc. sesquisquare $ , zodiac 13 3
Part o f  Fortune Bn. ©  . 13 4 
Part o f Fortune S O  ^¡£.. 13 25
Sun rapt P. Ju piter......... 14 26
Part o f Fortune A  Saturn 14 4.3 
Jupiter to the trine o f Sun 14 46 
Asc. trine Sun, zodiac . . .  15 1
Sun to the P. Jj, zod iac .. 15 3 
Mars to the §  o f S u n .. . .  15 11 
'M oon Ssq. Jupiter, zodiac 15 26 
Part o f Fortune O  S u n .. 15 30 
M oon sesquisquare Jupiter 15 46 
Mercury to the Qu. M oon 15 53 
Sun O  Herschel, zodiac .1 6  15 
Sun Ssq. Mars, zodiac . .  16 19 
Midheaven #  H ersch e l.. 16 23 
Sun to the Q  © ,  zodiac. 16 27 
Jupiter biquintile M oon . 16 33 
Midheaven A  © ,  zodiac 16 .38 
Midheaven S Q  1J, zodiac 17 5 
P arto fF ortu n etoth eQ  y  17 34 
©  to the bodv o f Ì2, zod. 18 20 
Sun to the quintile o f ©  18 27 
Midheaven S Q  14, mundo 18 29 
M oon P. M ercury, zodiac 18 33 
Asc. trine Mercury, zodiac 18 43 
Venus to the #  o f  M oon 19 7 
Sun %  Jupiter, zodiac . .  19 17 
Part o f Fortune quintile $  19 30 
Sun Qu. Saturn, zodiac . .  19 40 
M oon to the body o f P  • ■ 20 17 
M oon rapt parallel Mars . 20 37 
A s c .S Q  Jupiter, zodiac. 20 37 
M oon to the S Q  © ,  zodiac 21 4
Sun biquintile_Mars . . . .  21 7

o '  Y. M.
Midheaven Qu. 5 , zodiac 21 14 22 5 
M oon rapt P . V e n u s .. . .  21 46 23 0
Mars to the A  o f M oon . 22 0 23 2 
Saturn parallel M oon . . .  22 22 23 6 
Sun parallel M oon, zodiac 22 22 23 6 
Sun semisquare 2 , zodiac 22 50 23 11 
Asc. 8  Saturn, zodiac . .  22 52 24 0 
Part o f Fort, to body of 14 23 25 24 7 
Midheaven #  Sun, mundo 23 29 24 8 
Saturn semisquare © . . . .  23 56 24 11 
Asc. §  Saturn, m u n d o.. .  24 20 25 4 
Sun to the quintile o f I4 . 24 31 25 6 
M oon semisquare $ , zodiac 24 34 25 7
Asc. Ssq. Sun, zod iac.__ 21 1 26 0
Midheaven #  v , mundo. 25 13 26 3 
Sun to the P . o f Jupiter. . 26 8 27 4 
M oon A  Jupiter, zodiac. 26 24 27 7 
M oon rapt parallel S u n .. 26 39 27 10 
M oon to the A  of Jupiter 27 10 28 4 
Midheaven #  Sun, zodiac 27 24 28 7 
M oon rapt parallel $  . . . .  27 24 28 7 
Moon to the P. o f Saturn 27 28 28 8 
Asc. Ssq. Mercury, zodiac 28 20 29 6 
Sun to the #  o f S aturn.. 28 39 29 10 
M oon P. Mars, z o d ia c ... 28 47 30 0 
Jupiter sesquisquare Sun 28 40 30 0 
M oon to the P . j® ,  zodiac 29 19 30 6 
Midheaven A  © i ,  mundo 29 29 30 8 
Sun to the A  o f zodiac 29 36 30 10 
Asc. to the #  o f If., mun. 29 52 31 1
Part o f Fortune Ssq. Tj . .  29 59 31 2 
Asc. #  Jupiter, z o d ia c .. 30 5 31 3
Sun to the Ssq. o f £  . . . .  30 41 31 10 
Mercury to the □  o f  ©  . 31 5 32 3
Saturn to the place o f ®  31 23 32 6 
Jupiter to the P. o f Sun . 32 12 33 4 
Part o f Fort, to the #  e? 32 19 33 5 
Midheaven #  BJ, mundo 32 23 33 6 
Midheaven S Q  Id , zodiac 32 28 33 7 
Midheaven □  g ,  zodiac. 32 34 33 8 
Sun to semisquare o f 51 . - 32 45 33 10 
Midheaven Ssq. © ,  zodiac 32 45 33 10 
Sun semisquare !(-, zodiac 32 48 33 11 
Midheaven *  5 , zodiac . 3.3 13 34 4 
Sun to the %  o f Jupiter . 33 38 34 9 
Sun to the square o f © . .  33 39 34 9
Asc. Bq. zodiac............ 33 45 34 10
Sun to the P . o f h i, zodiac 33 48 34 11 
Part o f Fortune to A  o f ?  34 19 35 5 
M oon Ssq. 13, zodiac . . .  34 20  35 5 
M oon to the §  o f  cT, zod. 34 23 35 6  
M oon S Q  toits place, zod. 34 30 35 7
Sun to the Q  o f f j ,  zodiac 36 4  37 1 
Herschel to the Ssq. o f ©  36 21 37 4 
Sun to the Q  o f Herschel 36 22 37 4 
Saturn to the '.d' o f  M oon 36 36 37 7 
Sun #  Venus, zodiac . . .  36 38 37 7 
Asc. to the place o f c?, zod. 36 54 37 10 
Asc. SQ  Herschel, zodiac 36 57 37 10
Mars to the P. o f M o o n .. .16 58 .17 10 
Asc. Ssq. M oon, zodiac. .  37 0 37 11 
Asc. quintile 14, zod iac .. 37 9 38 2 
Jupiter biquintile Q . . . .  37 15 38 .3 
Sun to the rapt. P . f j  . . .  37 29 38 6

Y. M.
6 11
7 7
7 8
7 11
7 11
8 0
8 2
8 4
8 6
8 9
8 11
9 1
9 2
9 2

10 1
10 8
10 10
10 10
11 3
11 7
11 7
12 2
12 6
12 9
12 11
13 3
13 8
13 10
13 10
13 11
13 11
14 3
15 4
15 8
15 9
16 0
16 0
16 2
16 5
16 6
16 9
16 II
17 3
17 4
17 5
17 6
17 7
17 8
18 1
18 7
1.9 5
19 6
19 7
19 8
19 10
20 3
20 5
20 8
20 10
21 5
21 9
21 9
22 3
22 4
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o / Y. M. o ' Y. M.

M oon to the $  M ars____.‘17 33 38 7 Moon to the P . o f M ars.. 44 43 45 5
Part o f Fortum* Bq. . .  87 50 38 10 Herschel to the R  S u n .. .  45 10 45 10
t-5 S Q  to its place, mun. 89 7 40 0 Asc. %  Herschel, Zodiac 45 36 46 3
0  S Q  to its place, Zodiac !I9 17 40 O Asc. A  Moon, Zodiac . .  45 42 46 4
Mercury to the S| ) 0  . .  39 19 40 O Sun to the A  o f Mars . . .  45 59 46 7
M oon to the place o f $  . .  39 20 40 îi Sun to the S O  o f Jupiter 46 2 46 8
©  t > the place o f $ , Zod. 39 35 40 6 Midlieaven Qu. $ ,  Zodiac 40 18 46 11
M oon to the I ’ . Ç, Zodiac 39 50 40 8 Sun rapt 1\ o f Mars......... 46 30 47 1
Venus P . M oon, m undo. 39 51 40 8 M oon to the P . Venus . .  46 31 47 1
Midheaven A  b> Zodiac 40 4 40 11 Saturn to the Qu. M oon . 46 44 47 4
Midheaven Qu. © ,  Zod. 40 27 41 3 Jupiter to the R  Moon . .  46 57 47 6
Midheaven □  Ç, Zodiac 40 34 41 5 Mars to the O  M o o n .. . .  47 20 47 11
Asc. §  Venus, Zodiac . .  41 14 42 1 Asc. square Jupiter, Zod. 47 35 48 2
Asc. to place o f <J, mun. 41 22 42 3 Sun to the sextile Venus 47 51 48 5
M oon sesquisquare IT . .  41 35 42 6 Moon to the place o f 0 . 4 8 14 48 7
Midheaven Ssq. C=)i mun. 42 9 43 1 Part o f Fortune S Q  Mars 48 18 48 8
0  to S Q  o f its [dace, mun. 42 11 43 1 M oon to the place o f $ . .  48 54 49 3
Midheaven Bq. © ,  Zod. 42 33 43 5 Herschel to the A  Moon 49 1 49 4
A sc. §  Venus, mundo . .  42 59 43 ID Part o f Fortune S Q  ? . .  49 22 49 8
Sun to the semisquaro ÿ  . 43 6 43 11 M oon to the □  J u p iter .. 49 58 50 3
Part o f Fort, to the R  ©) 43 28 44 2 Midheaven A  b ,  mundo. 50 30 50 9
Part o f Fort, to the A  (•) 43 37 44 4 Sun to the parallel o f 50 39 50 11
Sun % Herschel, Zodiac 43 54 44 7 Asc. <y Sun, m undo......... 51 37 51 9
Sun A  M oon, Zodiac . . .  44 8 44 10 M oon # toits place, innn. 51 47 51 11
V enus to the A  M oon . .  44 27 45 1 A sc. §  Mercury, m undo. 52 7 52 3
Part o f Fortune A  $ . . . .  44 29 45 o Mercury to the P. M oon. 53 13 53 3
Midlieaven S Q  ]jl, Zodiac 44 29 45 2 Sun to the square Saturn. 54 49 54 9

24. Q U E S T IO N S  P R O P O S E D .

1. W hen is a planet most powerful in any sign ? W lion first entering, in middle, 
or at the end ?

2. ILus a planet, especially a superior, in 29° 2!) o f any sign, any influence from 
the succeeding one; or, has a planet in 0° 1' o f any sign, any power from the pre
ceding one ?

3. D o squares from one trigon, as © ) in 29° 0 ' o f jp , and 2 / in 1° O' o f  affect 
the native as much as squares from mixed trigons P

4. W hether are mundane or zodiacal aspects the stronger ?
5. How do we judge a Querent has lost one or both parents P
G. W liât are the true representatives o f a native’s /m fessivn, & c. ?
7. W hen is the Sun Oriental and when Occidental P
8. W hen is the M oon Oriental and when Occidental P
9. W hat kind o f  person does Herschel produce P

10. How do we judge the number o f children a person will have P
11. W hat kind o f a husband does Jupiter describe when chief significator of 

marriage P
[W e  shall he most happy if any o f our readers will answer the preceding ques

tions, which have boon proposed by correspondents— we leave this part o f inform
ation to our readers entirely....E d .]

25. P R O G N O S T IC S  O F T H E  W E A T H E R .

It has been observed, that when the swan (lies any distance against the wind, how
ever serene the weather may be at the time, a wind almost amounting to a hurricane 
may he expected within twenty-four hours afterwards, generally within twelve. I f  
they fly with the wind, which rarely occurs, it seems to he merely for their amuse
ment, or with the object o f reaching some certain spot in a quicker way than float
ing down with the tide ; and, in this case, their motions seem perfectly indifferent. 
The gale is unusually accompanied by wet, although, sometimes, a heavy shower will 
be brought up with it.
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S P R IN G  Q U A R T E R — 1S44.

A i l  A s t r o lo g ic a l  J u d g m e n t  o f  th e JVeomenia, o r  N e w  Moon, n ea rest 
th e  Vernal E q u in o x .

“  And when the neir moon was come, the king sat down to eat meat.” — Samuel.
“  W hich is a shadow o f things to com e." Paul.— Cot. ii. 16, 17-

F IG U R E  V I.

1. H ow long will the effects o f  this N ew  Moon endure ?
During the Sun’s progress through Aries, Taurus, and Gemini.
2. W hat does Herschel portend so near the Im um  Coeli ?
Accidents on railways, private meetings between the trade and landed interest; 

shocks o f earthquakes; many banks fail and farmers break ; the Coni Laws remain 
as they are this spring.

3. W hat is meant by Venus and Mars in the ■’1th, in Taurus ?
That Ireland will suffer, and that the repeal question will move tardily on, yet 

generally plenty from and $  in 5̂ : o f  2  and 7£. Some benefits.
I .  W hat may be predicted from the place o f Q  and @ ,  in the Queen s natus, 

setting at the N ew  M oon ? , .
Many bounties by her majesty in the city o f London, her chanties abound. 

V iolent contests in America. Arabia in war. Q u e e n  o f Spain afflicted. The king 
o f  Sweden struggles for life. Bodily distress to “  the Duke.”  Extraordinary fires 
in London. Leopold ill.

£5?“  For many more predictions, see “  Catastrophe Mtmdi."



30 THE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER AND METEOROLOGIST.

26. E L E C T R IC A L  P H E N O M E N A , S P R IN G , 1844.

M a r c h . Earthquakes about the 8tli to the 1 l t l i ; 19th to the 26th, and near the 
end. Storms on the 8th on the British coast, with thunder and lightning ; the new 
M oon introduces the equinoctial gales and turbulent weather on the seas— hurri
canes in the W est Indies— frequent megnetic disturbances during this month. 
Electrical phenomena on the north western States o f Austria.

A p r i l . Earthquakes not so prevalent in this month as in the last, yet this awful 
phenomena may be expected about the first quarter o f the M oon, from Taurus and 
Leo. The 13th and 14th, slight shocks. Sturms on the loth, 17th, or new M oon ; 
26th and 27th. Positive electricity on.the 8th, 9th, 17th, 22nd, 27th, 28th, and about 
the last day. N egative electricity on the 7th, 12th, 22nd, and 25tli.

M iv .  Earthquakes, from a view o f the Aspectarian, it is easily perceived that 
this dreadful, but useful phenomenon, will occur about the 3rd, 17th extensive in 
Austria and Germany ; 19th, and the last week. Storms, 17th, and 28th. Positive 
electricity abounds in the middle o f  the month ; on the 13th, 14tli, 18th, and the 
31st. Negative electricity, on the Gth, 17th, 28tli, and 29th. This month, as there 
are many conflicting testimonies, will produce numerous fluctuating electric condi
tions— magnetism from a negative to a positive state in a few hours.

27. D A R IU S  K IN G  O F  P E R S IA .

“  T be Arcana o f Astrology,”  as a judicious writer observes, “  constituted a main 
feature in the doctrines o f tbe Persian m agic,”  to which the following extract from 
the “  Ancient Universal History,”  is appropriate. “  In  the reign o f Darius H ys- 
taspis, king o f Persia, flourished a celebrated Astrologer, whose name was Gjamasp, 
surnamed Alhakim, or ‘ the wise.’ The most credible writers say, that lie was the 
brother o f the king, and bis confidant or chief minister. H e is said, by the most 
credible historians, to have predicted the coming o f the M essiah; and some treatises, 
under his name, are yet current in the East.”

Dr. Thomas Hyde, in speaking o f this philosopher, cites a passage from a very 
ancient author, having before told us that this author n. sorted there had been among 
the Persians ten doctors o f such consummate wisdom, as the whole world could not 
boast the like. H e then gives the authors words. O f these, the sixth was Gjamasp, 
an Astrologer, who was counsellor to Hystaspis. H e is the author o f a book enti
tled Judicia Gjamaspis, in which is contained bis judgm ent on the Planetary Con
junctions; and therein he predicted that Jesus should appear;  that Mahommed should 
be born ; that the Magian religion should be abolished, &c. Nor did any Astrolo
ger ever come up to him. “  But o f all the provinces o f Persia, Chorasan is the 
most famous for producing great men in that a r t ; and in Chorasan, there is a little 
town called Genebed, and in that town a certain family, which, for six or seven 
hundred years past, has produced the most famous Astrologers in Persia. And the 
king’s Astrologer is always either a native o f that place, or one brought up there.”

28. L A D Y  D A V Y , A N  A S T R L O G E R E S S .

The death o f  W illiam , Earl o f Pem broke, was foretold, by lady Davy, to hapjien 
on his birthday, in the year 1630, which is mentioned in Rushworth’s Collections. 
W hen evening camo, the Earl cheerfully took notice “ how well be was," saying, 
“  ho would, for lady Davy's sake, never trust a female prophot again.”  H e was, 
notwithstanding, found dead in his bed next morning.

29. F U L F IL L E D  P R E D IC T IO N .

Meteorologist, 1844, page 55, “  Affliction to prince Albert, death to a royal 
branch.”

Fulfilment— Died prince Albort's father, the Puke o f Saxe Coburg and Gotha.—  
January, 1844.
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30. P R O O F  T H A T  F L A M S T E A D  W A S  A N  A S T R O L O G E R .

Oil the 10th o f August, 16/3, the foundation stone o f the Royal Observatory, for 
’w atching and noting the motions o f the celestial bodies, was laid on the hill where 
it now stands, in Greenwich park. The edifice was erected by order o f king 
Charles the Second, at the instance o f Sir Jonas M oor, under the direction o f Sir 
Christopher W ren ; and it is worthy o f record here, that the celebrated Flamstead 
constructed a “  scheme o f the heavens,”  at the very minute when the foundation 
stone was l;iid. It has never appeared in any work, and as the public are generally 
unacquainted with its existence, it is subjoined, exactly as Flamstead drew it with 
his own hand :—

f i g u r e  vir.

“  Few men rightly temper with the stars.” — S/iatspcarc.

Flamstead was the first astronomer royal, and from him the Observatory at 
Greenwich derives its popular name, “  Flamstead H ouse.”  His scheme o f the 
heavens may be found there, in a folio vellum-bound manuscript, on the second 
page ; opposite to it, also, is drawn by himself, with great exactness, and signed by 
his own name within it, is a ground plan o f the Observatory; on the following, 
being the fourth page, is a list o f  “  angles betwixt eminent places, observed with 
the sextant, in the months o f February and March, 1679-80-”  T he remainder o f 
the book consists o f about one hundred and seventy pages o f “  Observations,’ also 
in Flamstead'a hand writing. Whatever astrological judgm ent he may have exer
cised upon the position o f the stars in his horoscope, he has not left his opinion in 
w riting; but the circumstance o f his having been at some pains to ascertain and set 
them down among his other observations, may be taken as presumptive evidence 
that this great astronomer practised astrology.
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31. N O S T R A D A M U S , T H E  G A L L IC  A S T R O L O G E R .

In  the writings o f Nostradamus, the Gallic Astrologer, are to be found almost 
every important event, that for centuries has taken place. A  writer, in the Gen
tleman’s Magazine, in December, 1824, has pointed out to its readers the truths o f 
two remarkable prophesies ; one regarding the death o f  Henry I I . ,  o f France, who 
was killed at a tournament, hy an unlucky thrust in the eye, through the gilt bar 
o f his royal helm et; which event was prophocied and printed full three years before 
it happened. The other, a more remarkable one still, o f the French revolution, 
wherein Nostradamus predicts, “  that the Christian religion would be abolished in 
France, and many o f the nobles and clergy put to death.”  This prophecy was 
likewise in print so early as the year 1 fiSfl, or near 242 years before the event, which 
was certainly an instance o f singular skill in this great Astrologer.

32. S U L T A N  M A U R A D  II .
The death o f M a u h a d  I I .  justified a strange prediction. This sultan was hunt

ing in the vicinity o f Adrianople ; at the close o f the day, as he entered the city, 
a Derwisch placed luinself on the bridge over which Maurad had to pass ; as soon as 
he perceived him, he fixed his eyes upon the sultan, and, as ho approached, exclaim 
ed, in an inspired tone, “  Y ou have no time, august monarch, to spare, to impede 
the progress o f that abyss, which is the effect o f our sins and prevarications against 
the divine law ; you are just approaching the limit o f your reign, ami the last moment 
o f pour life ! The ant’ d  o f death is already at pour dour;  open your arms, and receive, 
with entire resignation, this messenger from heaven.”  These words made a strong 
impression upon the monarch and his retinue ; he immediately expressed his pro
fession o f the faith, and performed several acts o f contrition. Convinced that this 
prediction was the decree o f heaven, from bearing that this Derwisch was the dis
ciple o f  a profound Astrologer, lie prepared for death, made his will, settled the suc
cession to the throne, aw l died on the third day; notwithstanding, says the annals, 
all the aid o f  medicine, and every exertion o f his ministers, officers, and courtiers, to 
prevent the catastrophe.

33. T H E  S U L T A N  M A U R A D  I Y .
Some months previous to the death o f M a u r a d  IV . an ecli/>se o f  the Sun, 

alarming this monarch, he wished to consult a mysterious volume, which Selim I., 
the contjueror o f Egypt, had brought from that kingdom, with many other curiosi
ties, which are still carefully preserved in the seraglio. It is believed that this 
volume, written in ciphers and inagic characters, mentions the name and destiny o f 
every sultan, and o f  every sovereign, who will reign over E gypt to the end o f the 
world. After long and studied diligence, he fancied In1 bad discovered his own name, 
and his approaching death. In  the anguish o f grief, he shut the volume, and de
nounced a thousand anathemas against whoever should hereafter presume to open 
it. His agitation was still further increased, on hearing that a schoykh, from 
M ecca, who was considered at Constantinople as a most skilful Astrologer, bad 
privately predicted that the month o f Schewal, in which the sultan was born, would 
produce, in that year, (1(140) something unjrromciuus, and that alms should be speedi
ly delivered to avert the impending evil. Maurad IV . ordered these preventives to 
be profusely used ; he even opened the public prisons, and set all at liberty, except 
assassins; but a prey to his fate, he fell sick, and died the lfith day o f the month o f 
Schewal.

34. C H A N G E S  O F T H E  K A L E ID O S C O P E .
The following curious calculations has been made o f the number o f  changes this 

instrument will admit. Supposing the instrument to contain twenty small pieces 
o f glass, &c., and that you make ten changes in a minute, it will take the incon
ceivable space o f 462,880,8!)!),f>7G years and 3G0 days to go through the immense 
variety o f changes it is capable o f producing. Or, i f  you take onlv twelve small 
pieces, and make ten changes in each minute, it will then require 33,204 days, or 
ill years and 43 days, to exhaust its variations.
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FIGURE T i l l .

R . A . 33° 48 o f M . C.

Pla. Lat. Pecli. R . A. M.Dis S. A . r> r .c .
O t o 7 o / o 7 O 7 O f

u O s 42 O n  8 2__o 31 46 90 10 28 21
h 0 s 11» 19 s 28 56 93 8 116 24 15 32

0 s 59 7 s 4 345 56 47 52 81 2 6 19
7 O n 24 14 x5 8 36 28 2 40 109 41 2 40
Q 1 s 8 357 23 36 25 88 35 22 39
2 0 n 43 14 n 4 33 2 0 46 108 22 35 21
a 2 s 15 10 s 33 310 53 52 55 76 29 23 34df*. 4 N 58 2 s 34 340 34 53 14 86 25 

90 0
4 23 

11 33

The foregoing is a true representation o f the heavens on March 17th, 1844, at 
2 hrs. 34 min. clock time, or 2 hrs. 25 min. 55 sec. Solar time.

It appears, our native was born at one o f those critical junctures o f time, wherein 
a few minutes, say from three to six in this, makes a material difference in the po
sitions o f the heavens, as having a very different power over life and death. H ow 
ever, we must take the time given us, presuming it to be accurately noted, and give 
our judgm ent accordingly.

In giving judgm ent on the duration o f life, before the age o f 5 years, involves a 
different and more minute enquiry, than the age subsequent to that period : as, in 
the latter case, they are destroyed by the evil directions to the hyleg, while, in the 
first instance, the strength or weakness o f all the vital points must be taken into 
consideration, though, the giver o f life is more particularly to be noticed in all cases. 
In this geniture, the Q  and i 'J , as vital points, though they are accidentally in the 
8th, may be considered to be greatly strengthened and assisted by their with If..

r
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The ©  is in close 8  to Tj. Venus is just passing off from the mundane square o f  
the ascendant, which latter point claims the dominion o f hyleg, while 8  is applying.

N ow , much depends on the strength o f Venus in this natus— I should, without 
doubt, have predicted the native! would live to years o f maturity— had Venus been 
applying to, instead o f separating from, the meridian, which would have been the 
case had the birth been 8| minutes earlier! and, as it is, she would destroy Mars’s 
killing power were she not shackled by the quartile ray o f Saturn— therefore, I  can
not give hopes o f long life, from this geniture, but judge, when the influence o f the 
ascendant square o f Mars in mundo is in operation, succeeded by the sesquiquadrate 
o f Sol, the native will depart this life, as there is not one benefic direction succeeds 
those to the hyleg, within proper distance to save— Mars is 2° 40' from the meri
dian, which, according to the measure o f time for infants, gives 11 months, at which 
time an inllammatory disorder may be expected ; but I  do not predict certain dis
solution then, but judge $  □  Ascendant will more certainly operate at near three 
years o f age, when inflammatory disorders and the croup must be guarded against, 
and great care that improper medicines be not administered; for when Vonus is 
much afflicted at birth, it argues great danger o f life being destroyed by improper 
medicines— simple medicines, such as are cooling and nourishing, will be most 
proper for the constitution o f this child.

It  would be foolish to predict what other events might be consequent on the po
sitions o f the stars, should the native depart this life in infancy. But as there is 
some chance o f  the time being something different, though this will bo best known 
by those who have noted the time, but I  generally find, in rectifying nativities, that 
the birth is some minutes earlier than the time given— therefore, allowing this 
chance, we may presume thus far, as to say, should he live over 5 years, he will, 
without doubt, arrive at manhood, when; in that case, the influences o f the stars 
will be such as to give a chequered life with respect to W e a l t h , for we find the 
©  in close §  to Tj— 5 , ruler o f the 2nd, in > (, in detriment, though being in with 
21, his depositor, is fortunate ; the @  also in d  with that benefic star, and in the 
8th, argues wealth to come by deaths, friends, and the dowry o f wives— I  judge 
particularly the latter, as the position o f $ denotes an honorable marriage : these 
may be obtained at some periods o f life, but at others loss is denoted, the particular 
times can only be made known by computing the directions good and evil.

ON TRADE OR PROFESSION.
This may be made subservient to the acquirement o f  wealth, as is denoted by 2 f, 

who maketh oriental appearance before the 0 , being essentially dignified, and also 
$ , being ruler o f the 10th, both essentially and accidentally strong— these denote 
an acquirement o f fame in the profession or art of the native : and I here give a list 
o f  such professions and trades as appear suited both to the capacity and inclination ; 
these are, advocates, physicians, chemists, musicians, orators, workers in tin, lead, 
gold and silver, victuallers, and such professions as require learning and a little toil 
— there are some testimonies o f qualities proper to a divine, hutho will shew a fond
ness for “  women and wine”  which might lead to events disgraceful to the cloth, 
which would not be so in any other profession.

ON JOURNEYS.
These will be connected with business, is amply denoted by the positions o f f  

and 5 , rulers o f the 9th and 3rd, posited on the 10th. It will be well to avoid part
nerships, as is denoted by ©  <5* T?, ruler o f the 7th ; this also denotes waste through 
sickness o f wife, servants, and his dealings in small cattle. Care will be  required in 
connecting himself with writings, such as bonds, securities, & c., and lending and 
trusting moneys, as is denoted by ruler o f the 2nd, in his detriment.

These judgments are given, and will hold, in the event o f our native surviving 
5 years, when it will be advisable to have the nativity calculated, in order that the 
pood and evil periods may be pointed out, so as to take the advantage when benefic 
influences aro in operation, and guard against the evil, &c.

34. A L D E B A R A N .

A l d e b a r a n , the Arabic name o f a large star o f the first magnitude, o f the na
ture o f Mars, called, in modern catalogues, a Tauri, situated in the 2nd face o f
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Gem ini, in the eye o f the constellation Taurus, whence it is called, by the Arabs, 
Aain al Thatrr, the Bull’s Eye. It is the bright star in the group o f five, known by 
the name o f the Hyades. Its light is rather reddish, and, of late years, it has be
come remarkable, as having been frequently occulted by the M oon, and having 
exhibited the curious phenomenon o f projection on the M oon's disc. It is easily 
found iu the heavens by the following directions : I f  a line be drawn through the 
three conspicuous stars forming the belt o f Orion, towards the head, it passes just 
below Aldebaran and the Hyades ; i f  towards the fe e t , it passes through Sirius, which 
is about the same distance from the belt as Aldebaran. This is shewn in the fol
lowing diagram :

Hyades

Aldebaran *

Betalguex • *

• • Kigel.

S i r i u s  •

35. S i r ,

W ill you have the kindness to inform a youngster in Astronomy, how the D ecli
nation o f the Sun is obtained in any Latitude from the time o f his setting.

W e shall here give the enquirer both Rule and Diagram to solve this Problem.
P r o b l e m — Given the latitude o f the place and the hour o f the Sun's setting, to find  

its declination.
Suppose I  demand the declination o f the Sun when he appears to rise at 5 and set 

at 7 o ’clock, in the latitude o f London ?
Draw H N , H Z  the primitive circle,

SB T tf the ecliptic, by the help o f the 
line o f chords on the Sector set off the 
Pole's elevation from H  to P , 51° 32', 
the latitude o f London ; then, because 
the given hour is between 6 o 'clock and 
midnight, 5 hours =  75 degrees, take 
the Secant o f 75 degrees and draw P ,
L, S, the given hour circle, and where 
it cuts the horizon at L, there the pa
rallel o f the Sun’s declination required,
D  D  for that day must also intersect it.
In  the right angled spherical triangle 
0  H  P , is given I I  P , the polar eleva
tion o f London, and the angle 0  H  P ,
75 degrees, to find 0  P , the comple
m ent o f the declination. L et H  H  re
present the horizon.
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Subtract the tangent II P , latitude 61° 32' =  10,0119913 
From  the cosine angle ®  P H . . . .  75° 00' 9,412990

Cotangent o f ®  P  required ............70° 23' =  9,313093

Subtract 78° 23' from 90 and it will give the complement required 90 0

The complement, or Sun’s declination S. =  11 37
W hat is Sol’s declination when be sets at 4 P
W hat is Sol’s declination when he sets at 5 P
W hat is Sol’s declination when he sets at 6 P
W hat is Sol’s declination when he sets at 7 P
W hat is Sol’s declination when he sets at H ?

Answer, 21° 40' S. 
Ans. 11° 37' S. 
Ans. 0° O'.
Ans. 11° 37' N. 
Ans. 21° 40' N .

36. T H E  C O M E T  OF 1843, A N D  T H E  W E A T H E R .

The following communications from Sir J . Herscbel and Sir Janies South:—  
“  I obtained a very good view o f the bead o f tho comet this evening, as near as I 
could identify the stars, in the strong twilight, from the roof o f my house, near one 
o f the stars o f (rho) Eridani. Its appearance was that o f a star o f about the fifth 
magnitude, but dim, and having no sharp nucleus. I could only use a very low 
magnifier, so that the tail appeared to rise at "once from the nucleus, without 
interval, or any appearance o f division into two streams. It  is a much less conspi
cuous object than might have been expected from so superb a train; but there will 
be no difficulty whatever in observing it with fixed instruments.

“  Collingwood, March 24. ’ ‘ J . W . F . Herscbel.”
“  East evening, at a few minutes after eight, the comet's tail was here visible. 

The brightest part o f it was under the stars R igel and Kappa, o f Orion. From wliat 
cause I know not, but it appeared to me more below these stars than when I  saw 
it at Kensington on Friday last; nor could I see it so far towards Theta o f the Canis 
M ajor as I then did. In  its direction from Rigel towards the horizon, I at times 
could trace it within six or eight degrees o f the horizon. Its actual situation, how
ever, amongst the fixed stars, I  could not determine, from the presence o f over
whelming zodiacal or other light, to which also I  refer my inability to trace it lower, 
for with a night glass I  could frequently perceive small stars nearly grazing the ho
rizon. N ot the smallest vestage o f any thing like nucleus did the night glass shew 
to me.

“  W im bledon Park, Sunday, March 26. “  J . South."
A t the sitting o f the Academic des Sciences, Paris, on Monday last, M. Arago 

gave some additional particulars respecting the comet. It  bad been seen at N ice, 
on  March 12, 13, and 14 ; at Toulouse, on the 18 ; at Marseilles, at the same time 
as at Paris ; and the united observations o f the two places would be sufficient to de
termine its orbit. A t Geneva, the weather had enabled very excellent observations 
to be made, tin1 comet having been examined on three successive occasions. It ap
peared certain, from the information derived from this quarter, that not only had the 
present comet approached the nearest the Sun o f all others known, but that it had 
even penetrated into the luminous matter o f that body. T ho tail was presented in 
an oblique direction, and could not have been loss than sixty-three millions o f 
leagues. It w as not very probable that this com et exhibited any points o f resem
blance with the 140 on which observations had been taken. Aristotle, however, 
relates that, in the year 373 before our era, a similar comet bad appeared at R om e 
about tin* same period o f the year, and in the same position. In  the year 1668, the 
eminent astronomer Cassini observed one of the same description, and in 1702 a 
similar one again made its appearance. This circumstance bad led some astrono
mers to fix the time in which the present comet made its revolutions in thirty-four 
years ; but nothing, observed M . Arago, could be as yet decided on with respect to 
that point, as the orbit had not been yet calculated. The appearance o f the comet, 
at this particular moment, would have the effect o f strengthening the belief, that 
such phenomena are always productive o f dreadful calamities to man. Thus, that 
which was seen at Rome in the year 373 before Christ, coincided with an earthquake 
and inuudafions, which overturned two cities iu the Peloponnesus. The terrible
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disaster o f Guadaloupe would be quoted by many as the dire effects o f the present 
heavenly visitant. I t  was also generally believed that comets produced an extra
ordinary elevation o f the temperature, and, this year, the weather had certainly been 
particularly mild ; but, remarked M . Arago, this could only be a coincidence, for it 
was impossible that the immense heat o f comets— and Cassini calculated the heat o f 
that seen in 170*2 as 2000 times greater than red-hot iron— could have any effect on 
our temperature ; and calculations made at the board o f longitude had even proved 
that the beat in the years when comets appeared have not been, on an average, 
greater than others, and sometimes were even less.

f ig u r e  IX.

Aspects,

8. Sol semisquare o f  the Ascendant.
9. M oon seinisquare o f Mercury.

10. M oon in sesquisquare o f the Asc.

Jsquisqua____  _____
14. Venus in semisquare o f Mars.

'• M oon square Saturn.
2. Veuus in parallel o f Jupiter.
3. Mars in parallel o f the Sun.
4. Jupiter semisquare Herschel.
5. Saturn sextile Herschel.
6. Sol in square o f  Mars.
7. Mars mundane square o f  Saturn. _____
4 his child died at the age o f 21 days, and it is clearly seen that the Ascendant is 

nyleg and afflicted by half square o f Sol, who himself is violently impedited by a 
square and parallel o f Mars, and receives no benign powers from the benefics.

Again, the M oon is the light o f time, and she is shackled by a half square o f 
Mars, square o f the malignant Saturn, just about to rise while she is evilly aspected 
uy '  enus on the Ascendant, and Venus herself is afflicted by the zodiacal half 
square o f Mars. These are all testimonies that the child would die before it was 
° Be uj°nth old, as I  m yself prophesied. Venus on the Ascendant might have pre
served life, but herself was afflicted, consequently could render but little assist
ance. The following is enough to destroy life, the malific Herschel in evil zodiacal 
•pace between the luminaries.
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37. E L E C T R IC  P H E N O M E N A , S U M M E R , 1844.

J u n e . The 19th and 20th, and about the 3rd week in this month, much elec
tric phenomena. A bout the 27tli, earthquakes and other electric and magnetic 
concussions. The m ax. o f  the thermometer will, towards the latter part, be ex 
tremely high, nevertheless temperature will be fluctuating.

J u l y . Earthquakes about the 11th, when LI becomes stationary;  also from the 
first Quarter o f the M oon, on the 22nd, till the F ull, about the 29th. The first 
quarter will certainly bring about man;/severe hailstorms;  and, especially, in France 
and Italy. In  England, the multiplicity o f aspects, between the 20tli and 29th, 
will neutralize each other, except on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th, when we must look 
for storms o f hail, rain, thunder, and lightning.

A u g u s t . This month will be noted for many shocks o f earthquakes, often 
lightning and scintillation in the nights, especially between the 9th and 14th. 
About the 4th, 14th, 25th, and the last week, electric excitements and meteors. 
Storms about the 29th. A  moderate harvest month.

38. S U M M E R  Q U A R T E R , 1844.

The Summer Quarter commences when the Sun enters the .first punctum of 
Cancer, and continues during Sol’s traverse through Qancer, L eo , and Virgo. A 
figure, erected for Sol’s entrance into Cancer, at 8 h. 4(5 m ., A . h i., June 21st, 1844, 
the 14th degree o f Taurus culminates, and the 26th degree o f Leo ascends. Sol, 
in the 11 th, in square o f Herschel and Jupiter, in the 8th, and Venus on the 1st, 
in opposition o f Saturn R , on the 7tli, female lovers will be much dishonored ; agri
culturists will struggle hard for advance o f wages : Scotland is uneasy, and will be 
ireful concerning religious and political questions. France, will have its days o f 
sorrow Italy manifests great dissatisfaction with two powers ; great animosity. 
Death to a crowned head. Manchester is in a fluctuating position between masters 
and their work people. Birmingham is in pecuniary distress ; failures. Sheffield 
and other places connected with artisans in iron, will fall much out o f employment. 
W e shall hear o f many sudden deaths. A n old Astrologer departs this life. There 
appears distress in London, as the eclipse falls in the 24th degree o f Gemini, in the 
3rd house. The queen o f Spain has ©  S ©  1?, 13 yrs. 10 m os., and the @  #  5 , 
I'lyrs. 10 mos., much négociations between her people and herself, but not marriage ; 
for lier health will be impaired, and she will be opposed by some o f her old malicious 
enemies. The queen o f England has 0  S O  £ ,  this will give inflammatory indis
position ; danger o f accidents.

39. A S T R O -M E T E O R O L O G Y .

The immortal Ptolem y, who wrote nearly 2,000 years ago, asserted that “  there 
are certain familiarities or connexions between different divisions o f the zodiac ; and 
the chief o f these is that which exists between such parts as are angularly configur
ated with eacli other and the earth.”

“  The mutual configuration attaches to all or any part diametrically distant, or 
opposition to, each other, containing between them two right angles, or six signs, or 
180 degrees,”  an opposition aspect. “  Another mutual aspect exists in all parts of 
the zodiac at the triangular distance from each other, containing between them one 
right angle and a third, or four signs, or 120 degrees ; also in all parts o f the quad
rate distance, containing between them exactly one right angle, or three signs, or 
90 degrees ; also, in all parts at the hexagonal distance, containing between them 
two-tiiirds o f a right angle, or two signs, or 60 degrees."

This learned sage, also, had proved, from experience and observation, that the 
planet “  Saturn produces cold and dryness, for In? is very remote both from the Sun's 
heat and from the Earth’s vapours. Hut In? is more effective in the production o f 
cold than o f dryness. And he and the rest o f the planets, derive their energy from 
the aspects they hold with regard to themselves, the Sun and M oon ; and they are 
all seen to alter the constitution o f the Ambient, in various ways, according to their 
operative properties."
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Bygone centuries have corroborated the fact, that “  Saturn produces cold and dry

ness and philosophers, in both hemispheres, have, from observation, proved, 
during the last 2,000 years, that Saturn, at certain geometrical angles between him
self, the Sun and Earth, or what Ptolemy terms “  configurations," is “  effective 
in the production o f cold.”

L et us see how far this agrees with observation, at Sheffield, during the year 1843, 
at each “  configuration with the Sun.”  W e here take the average o f m ax., min., 
and mean fall o f the thermom eter: considering the name o f aspectal distance, the 
day preceding and the day subsequent.

A TABLE.OF SOL-SATURN ASPECTS, AND THEIR EFFECTS, AT SHEFFIELD, 1843.

DATE. ASPECTS.
THEI

M ax.

ÌMOME 

"ALL n
Min.

rER.

r

Mean.

©

in
STATE OF THE WEATHER.

January 7 d h h 5 p threatening.
„  9 Par. 12 14 9 & sleet.

F e b .. .  9 s # 3 6 4 vwAAV drizzling rain, night frosty.
„  16 SQ. 2 6 4 fine, frost.
„  26 s n 4 5 2 X chilly, night rainy.

March 14 % 6 10 3 showers.
„  26 Qu. 2 I 1 r cool showers.

A pril. 16 . □ ï 11 0 j1 threatening.
„  24 Trecile 12 16 14 » fine.

M a y .. 6 Sta. 13 15 14 >> cold showery day.
,. 17 A 19 5 9 ditto.
„  26 Par. 5 2 2 U slight rain.

J u n e . 1 Ssq. 2 3 3 showers, wind.
„  10 Bq. 8 8 10 ?? showery.
„  16 Qx. 5 4 4 ?» fine.

J u ly . .  15 8 9 R. Ò R. 8 R. S3 cloudy and rain.
A u g . .  13 Qx. 2 R. 0 0 SI fine.

„  19 Bq. 2 0 0 V fine.
„  28 Ssq. 2 o 0 iy> showers.

S e p t.. 12 A 3 8 4 showers.
24 Sta. & Tre. 6 9 11 _r\_ fine.

O c t . . .  13 □ 13 12 14 rain and wind.
N o v . .  1 Qu. 2 4 2 n i slight showers.

.. 14 * 5 5 1 sleet, night frost.
„  30 S n  & Par 4 9 3 t dense, frost night.

D e c .. .  8 Dec. 4 6 2 ditto, ditto.
„  17 S * 3 4 5 ditto, ditto.

N o te s .— Saturn was in the Southern tropical sign the whole year.
There are, during the year, 27 influential positions, and in only two cases were 

there a r ise; thermometer fell in 25 instances out o f 27, an undeniable proof o f 
Ptolem y being correct.

In  the max. fall 149 degrees 
rise 11 ,,

In  the min. fall 176 deg.
rise 5 ,,

In the mean 127 deg. 
rise 8 ,,

Am ount o ffa ll 138 171 119

The total mean fall 13S —J—171 -yf-1 1 9 = 4 2 8  degrees o f fall, which 428 being divided 
by 27, the number o f aspects, gives, for each aspect, the m e a n /« // o f 15° 52' each- 
H encc we find, in 1843, what we always find, that Saturn is a refrigerating planet, 
and that he is “  more effective o f cold than o f d r y n e s s for, out o f 27 instances, he 
has produced 19 o f moisture and only 8 o f dryness, and that wet is to dryness as 2 is 
to 1.

W hy should there have been a rise o f temperature under Saturn ? Because, as 
Ptolemy observes, “  the influence o f every star is motlijied by the ¡nvjmrtionate ad
mixture presented by constitutions, o f a nature different from its own.”  On July
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15th, when the first rise took place, we had A  0 ,  and b  Qx. ^ , and both c  and 
I f  raise the temperature ; a sufficient existing cause for 03  being mastered. On 
August 13th, 0  P . 2f, and hastening S ~lf, gave us a slight rise in the max., but 
not in either the mean or the min. This is conclusive.

Shall he M iffed to Correspondents fu r similar Tables.

40. B A R O M E T R IC A L  R E S U L T S .

The following observations are reduced, from ten years’ observations, by Joseph 
Templeman, Esq., at St. John’s, Newfoundland :

1. If, having attained to much above the average height, the barometer should 
fall rapidly, a gale always follows from S. E . or S. S. E ., (with rain in Summer and 
snow in W inter), veering, in about G or R hours, to S. W ., with ra in ; but if  the 
barometer fall slowly and gradually, though it may sink rather low, there will seldom 
be much wind until the barometer rests again, at which time a N . W . gale comes on.

2. If, after falling rapidly, (as mentioned in the last paragraph), say down to, or 
below 29 inches, the barometer rise again, soon and rapidly, a gale, generally o f 
greater violence (than the southerly one), will come in from the N . W ., verifying 
the seaman’s axiom , that a north-wester seldom remains long in debt to a south-easter; 
but, if the barometer rise slowly, there is seldom any thing o f a gale from any quarter.

3. I f  the barometer attains a great height, or even rises rapidly half an inch, it is 
a sure indication o f an approaching gale and bad weather, from the quarter opposite 
that in which the wind was while the barometer was rising.

4. Again, if, with the wind between S. W . and W . (especially in Summer) the 
barometer, being at above the average height, (say 29.99 to 30.20), should fall two 
or three tenths, without either rain or wind following shortly, the wind invariably 
shifts to N . E ., but should there be rain, the wind will not sh ift; and if the wind, 
being about, but not to the southward o f E . (say E. to N . E .), the barometer should 
fall, either with or without rain or snow, the wind generally soon veers to N . and 
N . W .

F O R  E X T I R P A T I N G  F L E A S  F R O M  D O G S .

T o  four ounces o f foxgloves’ leaves (D igitalis) pour two quarts o f water boiling, 
when it is cold, with this wash the dog.

41. F U L F IL L E D  P R E D IC T IO N S .

A r tr o -P m ilosop ttkk , p. 29, “  The king o f Sweden struggles for life ." The 
king died on the 8th o f March, 1844.

Page 30, Earthquakes from 19th to 26th March.
“  A n earthquake, at Galo Shields, on the 22nd, which shook the doors and win

dows, with a low rumbling noise, and the ground was felt to shake.”
[This prediction was made from ©  I’ . LI, near the equator, and if <j 7 f, a very 

few degrees from the equinoctial poin t; and from the 0  ¿5 y  on the 22nd day, the 
very day on which the earthquake took place.]

The St. K ilt’s Gazette, o f March 22nd, has, “  A  shock o f earthquake was felt 
here at about 20 minutes past 4 o ’clock, on Sunday morning (1 7 ); it was o f a long 
duration, but o f  slight sensation.”

W hoever will read the rules, page 95, rule 1, and page 95, rule 19th, will find 
we have laid down the rules winch produced these actual occurrences.

“  Meetings between the trade and landed interest.”  Astro-Philosopher, p. 29.
“  A t a m eeting, held at Yeovil, Somersetshire, Mr. Urooks, (a manufacturer), 

said, he spoke the universal sentiment o f nearly all his brother manufacturers in 
that part o f the country, in asserting that free, trade would be their utter ruin, and they 
found it their duty to unite with the agriculturist, in determinate opposition to the 
machinations o f the League.”  Gardeners' Gazette, April 27th.
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FIOURE X.

N A T U S  O F A N  A S T R O L O G E R , B Y P R O F E S S O R  B E N T L E Y . 

M . C. 172° 27'.

Speculum.

»Aspects.
l.

/•

Sun conjunction Mercury.
Sun parallel o f  Saturn.
Sun parallel o f Mercury.
Sun trine o f Midheaven.
M oon trine Ascendant zod. 
M oon square Ascendant mundo 
M oon trine Saturn.

8. Venus trine Part o f Fortune.
9. Venus sextile Jupiter.

10. Venus quintile Moon.
11. Herschel half square M . C. zod.
12. Herschel sextile M . C. mundo.
13. Herschel hiquintile M oou.
14. Mars trine Venus.

G
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15. Mars opposition Jupiter.
16. Mars parallel Jupiter.
17. Mars conjunction Part o f Fortune. 
IS. Venus opposition Saturn.
19. Venus quincunx Herscltel.

20. Jupiter §  o f Part o f Fortune.
21. Mercury trine of Midheaven.
22. M oon half square Mercury.
23. Mercury biquiutile of Mars.
24. Mercury biquntile Pars.

24
8

Here are enumerated Aspects.........
And what we term evil Aspects are

M ajority-of G m l Aspects =  16

R e m a r k s ; -  The native lias- more good radical positions and aspects-tlian evil 
ones; consequently, we consider the figure a tolerably good one. F ive o f the planets 
are angular. TW -planets in cardinal signs. Three are in fixed  signs. Three in 
common signs. The native was born apparently dead, and liis health is generally 
delicate. TVe shall merely refer to the rules laid down in the Arcana, and shall just 
say tho number o f paragraph to which the positions, &c. refer.

STATURE.

The last face of Scorpio ascends, and N o. 56 o f Arcana answers to tlie general 
description o f the native ; together with Mars in Libra in aspect to Jupiter, Saturn 
and Mercury.

DISPOSITION.

Read the last face o f Scorpio ascending, N o. 128, A rcana: also Sun trine M . C ., 
N o. 165.

The estimated time given o f this native’s birth is May 9tli, 1809, at about 19 mi
nutes before nine o ’clock at n ig h t; and the events I  have rectified by are— a serious 
illness at 21 years ; marriage at 26 yrs. 7 m os.; and illness at .‘il yrs. 4 m os.;— and 
in order to have proper directions at the time o f those events, I have erected the 
preceding Figure for Hlirs. 24 min. 44 sec., which is about 16 min. earlier than the 
time given, and then, for illness at 21 years, we have $  Par. by converse and 
direct motion ; for marriage, 5  to the cusp o f the 7 th .; and for illness at ,'il yrs. 
4 mos., we have $  □  ©  Con., tho reason I say $  □  ©  Con. instead o f  ©  □  $  
d. d. is because I  take c f , in this geniture, to be Giver o f Life ; and that I ju dge 
not without good reason, as it is according to the Rules given by the venerable 
Ptolem y, and since followed by many o f high repute— however, I  would here have 
a word with those whose practice it is to take the Ascendant as hyleg in all cases 
where they find neither o f the luminaries in aphetical limits. 1C the Ascendant is 
hyleg, in this natns, why did not the Ascendant □  (^¿, and d  1?, destroy life in in
fancy, since we find no direction o f the boneflcs come up within proper distance to 
save p I know your answer would be to throw the Figure later instead o f  earlier ; 
but then, where would be your proper directions for past events; particularly illness 
at 21 years. This is notthe only nativity I  have seen, where such persons would be 
at a loss for a proper answer— as 1 have many such in ray possession. However, I 
shall endeavour to adhere to tho Rules given by the immortal Ptolem y, and direct A , 
in this nativity; to ascertain the duration o f life. I f  we observe the forcible aspects 
o f  the benefics to $  (as giver o f life) we then see sufficient reason that this native 
should bo reared and live to years o f maturity. Upon a consideration o f the direc
tions, I find some o f very baneful influence in a short time. A t the age o f 35 yrs. 
9 mos. c? Par. Q  zod. will be in operation at the same time that the ©  is afflicted 
by the o f by direct m otion : these will not be wanting in their effects, as is fur
ther shewn by tho other motions o f the stars, being correspondingly evil with the 
directions— for instance, in 1845, within 3 days o f the Revolution, will be an eclipse 
in the 16th degree of y , tho opposite place o f those evil directions— the luminaries 
have the Par. declin. o f h , at the same time that he is in □  to them both, and in 
□  to the place o f those evil directions, besides other afflicting motions that might be 
pointed out. It will be a dangerous time for travelling, and, I judge, these will 
shew their effects by a violent fever, with danger o f leaving a consumptive habit o f 
body— but 1 judge these will not produce the work o f mortality, as $  applies by 
converse motion to the Par. I f  in mundo, while tho ® 's  anaretic influence is some
what counteracted by his application to the d  I f  in mundo— but when tho direction 
o f cf Par. 12 zod. 38 yrs. 11 mos. is in operation, succeeded by others o f an evil in-
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fiuence ; I  judge then a most dangerous and critical period o f life, and death then is 
more than probable— the benefics interpose, but I  judge they will assist rather to shew 
the nature and quality o f death, which will be a consumption— to which drind of 
disease there appears a predisposition in the radix.

FORTUNE OF WEALTH.

It  were almost needless to give our Judgment on tlie'Fortune o f W ealth, and 
other concomitant circumstances, as we have judged so short a period o f life remains, 
but shall say, that, in the general, a moderate fortune of wealth is denoted— first, 
from the ruler o f the 2nd being angular in the 1st, and the dispositrix of. © ,  an
gular, also in reception o f a strong testimony o f wealth by scientific and literary 
pursuits— these positions give an extraordinary genius,- and a mind sujtcrior and eager in 
Science— though, notwithstanding these good positions, we see testimonies o f strong 
oppositions to encounter from public characters, and his purse suffer therefrom, as 
is denoted by 0  (j 8  $  in mundane 0  to them and in §  to 2̂, and the sig-
nificators o f substance retrograde, these will never suffer the native to lay up much 
wealth— though, as we said in the onset, there are testimonies o f a sufficiency, and 
general flow  o f wealth ;  yet the same kind o f pursuits and characters by which it is 
produced, will also as readily cause its expenditure. It will be as well not to engage 
in extensive specidations in scientific and literary matters, and to be cautious in his 
dealings with men o f that character at near 36 yrs. 3 mos., as such will be unprofit
able. Shortly after arrives a more fortunate period as regards wealth, but I judge 
ill health will embitter future prospects.

Arcs of Directions to come tip*

Sun body o f V e n u s .. . . . .  3d
Pars, biqui. Jupiter . . . .  3d
A sc. half square Saturn . 3d 
Mars par. Jupiter mundo 3d 
Sol oppo.. Saturn d. d . . . .  3d
Mars rapt par. Mercury . 36 
Mars par. ¡Sol zodiac« . . .  36 
A  sc. quintile Jupiter m . 36 
Mars par. Jupiter c o n .. .  36 34 36 2 
Pars, opposition Mercury 36 38 36 3 
Sol half square Mercury m. 36 44 36 4 
Mars □  Mercury con. . .  37 13 36 10
Pars. par. Ju p iter ............ 37 33 37 0
Mars oppo. Mercury-zod. 37 44 37 2
Mars rapt S o l. .....................37 d4 37 4
Mars oppo. Mercury d. d. 37 dd 37 4 
Sol body Jupiter d. d . . . .  38 37 38 d
M oon BQ. Saturn d. d . . .  3.9 16 38 9 
M oon §  Herschel zod. . .  39 19 38 10 
Mars par. Saturn z o d .. . .  39 26 38 11
M oon 8  Herschel d. d . . .  39 28 39 0 
Pars. oppo. S o l. . . . . . . . . .  39 33 39 d
Sol sextile Mercury d. d .. 40 9 39 8 
A sc. square M oon zod. . .  40 11 39 8
Mars Sesq. Jupiter con. . 40 11 39 8 
Sol square Venus c o n .. . .  40 37 40 1
M oon rapt par. Saturn.. .  40 39 40 1
Mars BQ. Jupiter 40 39 40 1
M . C .sextile Mars mundo 40 41 40 2 
M oon sextile Venus d. d. 40 49 40 3
Mars oppo. Sol zod........... 40 d9 40 d
Mars oppo. Sol d. d........... 41 9 40 7
M . C. Par. Herschel zod. 41 2d 40 10 
Pars, half square Mars . .  41 27 40 10 
M oon BQ. Venus con. . .  41 27 40 10 
Mars Sesq. Venus d. d . . . 41 30 40 11 
M oon sextile Jupiter con. 42 8 41 6

o Y. M.
M a r s  h a l f  P j  Venus c o d . 42 24 41 a
M .C. body Herschelmun. 42 30 41 10
Mars trine Saturn con__ 42 41 42 0
M . C. trine Venus m u n .. 42 52 42 3
Mars his own half square. 4.1 7 42 .6
Sol own «extile,.................. 43 20 42 8
Pars, trine M o o n .......... ... 43 24 42 9
Sol Sesq. Herschel zodiac 13 24 42 9
Pars. Sesq. Jupiter........... 43 37 42 10
M oon her own semisquare 43 dO 43 .1

Ditto ditto zodiac 44 26 43 9
M oon trine M ars.............. 4d 6 44 d
Mars Sesq. Jupiter d. d . . ,4J 15 44 7
M oon Par. Herschel d. d. 45 32 44 10
A sc. trine Mars m u n d o .. 45 34 44 la
Mars rapt P. Saturn . . . . 45 d6 45 1
Sol quintile Jupiter......... 46 o 45 2
Mars BQ. Venus d . d . . . . 46 iÓ 4d 6
Pars.biquintile V e n u s .. . 47 0 46 2
M .C . Sesq. M oon zodiac 47 16 46 .5
A sc. Sesq. Sol zodiac. . . . 47 17 46 d
Mars half 0  Mars zodiac 17 26 46 ,7
Sol Sesq. Herschel con .. • 47 30 46 8
Sol sextile Mercury c o n . . 47 34 46 9
A sc. half 0  M oon mundo 47 35 46 9
Asc. sextile Jupiter . . .  « • 47 39 46 10
M oon trine Sol con. •.48 2 47 2
Sol trine M oon d. d.......... 48 2 47 o

joining Mercury d .d . 48 6 47 3 
itto do. ditto zod. 48 .9  47 3 

M oon half 0  Venus d. d .4 8  dl 48 f 9 
Sol quintile Mars d .d . . .  48 d.3 48 0 
Sol qu. Mercury d. d. . . .  49 3 48 2 
Sol square M oon zodiac. • 49 12 48 d 
Moon rapt P. Venus . . . .  49 44 48 10 
M . C. Par. Mercury zod.. dO 0 49 l 
Mars trine M oon zodiac . dO 18 49 5

>Y. M.
5 34 8
9 34 9

38 35 3
55 35 6
57 35 7
3 35 8
9 35 9

21 35 11
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Mars Sesq. Jupiter zodiac 50 34 
M oon body ©  zodiac . . .  50 41 
M . C. Sesq. Veirns inundo 50 54 
M . C. oppo. i? mundo . . .  50 56 
A sc. square 5  mundo . . .  50 56
Sol body M oon con...........51 4
o  square Herscliel con . .5 1  33 
Sol square Saturn con. . . 5 1  39 
©  Par. Mercury zodiac . 53 1
Asc. square J 1 zodiac____53 6
©  half square $  zodiac . .  53 13
P a n . conj. Saturn ____  53 45
©  trine Mercury con. . .  53 45
M oon Par. $  d. d..............  53 46
Asc. square ©  m u n d o ... 53 49 
M . C. §  ©  mundo . . . .  53 49 
©  quintile Jupiter con .. 53 50 
Mars rapt Par. Venus . .  54 9 
(?  quintile Mercury con .. 54 30
c f trine Jupiter con .......... 54 34
©  square Herscbel d. d .. 54 49
c f joins Saturn d. d........... 54 59
cf joins Saturn zodiac . . .  55 7 
Asc. square Jupiter zodiac 55 42
M . C. BQ. V e n u s ............ 55 43
Pars, sex tile Mars ____ 55 50
CT Par. Herscbel c o n .. . .  56 7 
©  quintile Mercury con.
©  semisquare ©  zodiac 
©  Sesq. Mars d. d. . . .
Mars Sesq. M oon con. . 
r f Par. Herscbel d. d. .
©  Par. M oon con. . . .
c f Par. Sol d. d ...............
c f Sesq. Saturn con. . .
©  Sesq. Mars zod iac..........
M . C. Par. Saturn zodiac 57 19 
Mars textile £  mundo . .  57 30 
Pars. Par. Herscbel . . .
Pars, trine Jupiter . . .
Asc. quintile Moon zod.
©  trine Herscbel con. .
Moon sextile ©  mundo ________
Asc. trine Mercury zodiac 58 38 
Asc. trine Venus mundo. 58 56 
Ase. half square zodiac 59 15 
Mars tril e  Jupiter d. d . . .  59 23 
M . C. half Q  Mars zodiac 59 46 
©  trine Herscbel zodiac. 5.9 47 
M oon sextile Moon z o d .. 59 54 
M .C . half square cf mun. 59 56 
©  half square Tf. zodiac. 60 10 
M oon Par. Sol zodiac . . 6 0  15
©  sextile Mars d. d .........  60 23
Asc. trine ©  zodiac . . .  61 6
A sc. half square %  mundo 61 46

. 56 14 
, 56 15 
. 56 16 
. 56 16 
. 56 23 
. 56 35 
. 56 35 
, 57 3 

57 15

57 45 
. 57 45 
, 58 7 
. 58 28 
. 58 28

Y.M.
49 8 
49 49 
49 11 
49 11
49 II
50 I 
50 7 
50 8 
52 0 
52 1 
52 2 
52 9 
52 9 
52 9 
52 10 
52 10
52 10
53 0 
53 4 
53 5 
53 7
53 10
54 0 
54 7 
54 7
54 9
55 0 
55 1
55 1
55 2 
55 2 
55 4

55 11
56 1 
56 2 
56 4 
56 6 
56 6
56 10
57 1 
57 2 
57 4
5 7  8
58 0 
58 2
58
58
58 8 
58 8
58 II
59 0 
59 2
59 11
60 7

M . C . trine M oon mnndo 62 12

§ square Mars zod iac.. .  62 13
trine Jupiter d. d.........62 17

trine Venus con........... 62 20
Pars. BQ. M ercu ry .........  62 24
M . C. trine M oon zodiac 62 25
M oon Sesq. ©  con............ 62 49
©  Ses. M oon d. d.............  62 39
M . C. Sesq. 7{. zodiac . .  62 41 
Pars, semisquare Herscbel 62 49 
Mars sextile Mars . . . .  64 13 
Asc. Qu. Mercury mundo 64 17 
Mars opposition Venus . .  64 29 
©  opposition S a tu r n .. . .  64 30 
Pars, opposition V e n u s .. 61 40

f  opposition Saturn d. <1. 64 40 
square Jupiter zodiac. 65 54 

©  square ©  mundo . . . .  64 59 
Pars. Par. Mercury . . . .  65 15 
Mars oppo. Venus d. d . . . 65 36 
Asc. Sesq. Venus zodiac . 65 48
Pars. Sesq. ©  ................  65 54
Mars sextile Mercury con. 66 0 
Asc. trine Herschel mun. 66 13
Mars Par. Sol d. d............  66 30
Asc. quintile ©  mundo . 66 49 
©  S ©  Jupiter d. d. . . 6 7  1
©  quintile Mars ............ 67 20
M . C. c1 Saturn m undo. .  67 22 

Asc. square Saturn mundo 67 22 
Mars trine Jupiter zodiac 67 24 
Asc. sextile ©  zodiac . .  67 29 
M oon Par. Saturn zodiac 67 30 
©  S ©  Venus d. d............. 67 35

§ Sesq. Saturn d. d.......... 67 41
sextile Mercury zodiac 68 2

Moon sextile Ijl con ..........68 17
M oon Sesq, Mercury con. 68 22 
©  Sesq. Saturn zodiac . .  68 39

§ Par. Jupiter con........... 68 42
Sesq. M e rc u ry ............69 0

square Mercury c o n . . . 69 14 
Asc. quintile Tf zodiac . .  69 41 
M oon Par. Saturn d. d . . .  70 4 
©  quintile M oon mundo 70 10 
Asc. sextile Saturn zodiac 70 24 
©  sextile ©  zodiac . . . .  70 30 
M oon Par. Mercury con. 70 39
©  trino J 1 d. d..................  70 39
Mars Sesq. $  d. d ..............71 17
M oon square Jupiter con. 71 22
M oon BQ. ©  con ..............71 25
©  S Q  Jupiter con ............71 27
0  Sesq. © .........................  72 24
0  square © ..................... 72 38

Y. M. 
61 0 
61 0
61
61
61 3
61
61
61
61
61
62 11
63 0 
63 2 
63 3 
63 
63 
63
63 1
64 
64 
64 
64
64 9
64 II
65 2 
65 6
65 8
66 0 
66 0 
66 0 
66 1 
66 2 
66 2 
66 3
66 4 
66 7 
66 10 
66 11
67 3 
6 7  4 
67 7
67 10
68 3 
68 8
68
69
69
69
69
69 lo
69 11
70 0 
70 0
70 II
71 2
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FIGURE XL.

1. A fy fa th er is ill, what is his complaint ?
The 4th house represents the father, and the 9th house, being his 6th, denotes 

the disease.
I said, to the youuglady—then your father is of a u middle well set proportionate 

body, clear complexion, oval face,” as the oth face of $  denotes. ( u Y es, m y fa th er  
ansxcers exactly  to (Jtat description.”)  And as 2/ is in X , I said, father u is rather 
coqmlent:” to this she said, “ heis.” After finding the question radical, I then 
proceeded.

2. H'hat is his disease or complaint ?
Finding that his ascendant was afflicted by an §  of $  in H> I said, “  that the 

blood was corrupted with a surfeit." Again, 2> ruler of the 6th, in 2B, I declared 
to the querent, “  that the stomach was much afflicted, su rfeit." (Y e s , that's tru e.) 
Also, j  in Q of y  in TJ, “  he has great giddiness in the head, vertigo.” (Yes, 
the physician calls' it, “  the vertigo." He sometimes falls down in the street !). In
deed, said I, the “  vertigo” proceeds most generally from too great a fulness of 
blood in the vessels of the head, and your father has a great flow of blood to the 
head.

3. JFhat is the cause o f  it ?
The ©  in X ,  afflicted by □  of $ ,  “  the disease is from too much drinking and 

excess, he frequently appears as if he were drunk.” (Sir, said she, you astonish m e, 
fo r  that is to the VERY LETTER CORRECT).

4. Will he get better ?
As his complaint is in consequence of an over fulness of blood in the vessels of 

the head, he must live very temperately, and evacuate much, or it will terminate in 
apoplexy, or palsy. Yet, ¡us i  is going to A  of If, and the ©  in tj of If, and 2 
escaping a SQ of © , in his 6th and 8th, these are testimonies of recovery, if he will 
give up drinking.—Just so, says the doctor ; but 1 fear father will not give up drink
ing, as he is at an inn. He had a brother died of the same, a few mouths ago.
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42. INFLUENCE OF SUN AND MOON UPON HUMAN BODIES.

Dr. Mead, F. C. P. and F. It. S., and physician to his majesty G eorge the F irsti, 
observes, “ it is evident tome, that the M oon’s  influence is necessarily greater on the 
nervous fluid or animal spirits, than on the blood, or any other fluid of the animal 
body. For as that fluid is composed of extremely minute, and elastic parts ; it must 
be the more easily susceptible of the power of any external cause whatsoever. 
Wherefore the Moon’s action, will chiefly regard those diseases, which are occa
sioned by the vitiation of those spirits.

Of this class, none seem more remarkable than epileptic diseases, which, besides 
the other difficulties, with which they are attended, have this also surprising, that 
in some the fits do constantly return every new and fu ll  M oon.

And, indeed, I myself remember, when I wras Physician to St. Thom as’s Hospital, 
during the time of queen A nne's wars with F ra n ce, that several of the sailors of our 
fleets were brought thither, and put under my care for this distemper: most of 
whom were new men, who had contracted the disease of frights, either in sea engage
ments, or in storms. But the M oon’s  influence was so visible, on the generality of 
them, at the new  and fu ll, that I often predicted the times of the fits with certainty. 
And T . Bartholin tells a story of an epileptic g irl, who had sjxrfs on her fa c e , which 
varied both in colour and magnitude, according to the tim e of the M oon. So g rea t, 
says he, is the correspondence between our bodies and the heavens.

Moreover, the learned Dr. P itca irn e has assured me, that he attended a person of 
30 years of age, of a thin and melancholic constitution of body, who, 9 years before, 
after a considerable hemorrhage from the nose, complained of some humour sud
denly rising from his right hand to the top of his shoulders, and then fell senseless 
on the ground. Upon his recovery from the fit, lie felt so great a numbness in that 
hand, that he could not stir his fingers; and his right arm was violently tossed for
ward and backward, against his will, for the space of 4 minutes; during which time 
he lost the use of his tongue. And this disorder returned periodically twice every 
year, in March and September; that is, at the N ew  M oon, near the vernal and 
autum nal equinoxes. The most remarkable particulars of this case were these : F irst, 
the paroxysm came on more frequently in trie night, than in the day time ; Secondly, 
neither his feet, nor his left arm, wx*re ever allected by the disorder; T hirdly, the 
stupor, which constantly remained since the first seizure of the disorder, did never 
after deprive him of his senses ; for he could walk or ride, even when it was at the 
worst: Fourthly, while the humour was moving upon his hand, he could still use 
his Angers ; but when it had got up to the arm, then were they deprived of feeling 
and motion ; afterwards, upon its seizing the right side of the head, it occasioned 
violent convulsive motions of the arm for three or four minutes: F fltly , at those 
times, when the fit was wont to return, he was .sometimes seized with the numbness 
twice or thrice in an hour; at other times, not above once in two or three days: 
S ixthly, the disease was augmented by warm bathing ; for after it, the paroxysms 
wen* more violent than usual: L astly , his memory was remarkably affected about 
the time of the paroxysm.

The vertigo is nearly related to the epilepsy, according to G alen, and therefore it 
was by the ancients called the little epilepsy, as Cuelius A urclianus relates. This, at 
least, is certain, that both these diseases are frequently observed to obey the L unar 
in fluence: which is confirmed by several cases that fell under the observation of Dr. 
P itca irn e.

P iso  relates, a lady of quality whose left cheek and part of the neck were wont to 
swell very sensibly, about tin* N ew  M oon. Another yonng lady, who, about each 
F u ll M oon of the Spring season, was seized with such obstinate hysterical symptoms, 
that they continued the whole third Q uarter. Physicians have recorded several re
markable instances of periodical pulses. The same P iso  gives the following:—An 
aged man was seized with a sleepiness and great lassitude, which was followed by 
a dead palsy, stupor, loss of memory, and some degree of folly, with a fever. The 
complaints returned regularly every N a v  Moon fo r  tiro y e a r s ; the symptoms gradually 
lessening, and tin* last fits had but a faint resemblance with those he suffered in the 
beginning.—Dr. M ead .
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Aspects.
1. Ascendant conjunction of Saturn.
2. Mars sesquisquare of Ascendant 

and to Jupiter.
3. Moon sesquisquare of Saturn.

4. Sol §  of the Moon and Jupiter.
5. Sol mundane square of Mars.
6. Moon mundane quartile of Mars.
7. Mercury in square of Mars.

Here we see both the lights are afflicted and the Ascendant by the presence of 
Saturn, are in themselves sufficient to declare short life, and this child certainly 
died bv position. I consider the Sim is hyleg in this figure, although I know some 
will object to this, but I speak from experience, and shall shew, by subsequent 
figures and arguments, that the Sun is hyleg, and that the Ascendant is not.

43. ELECTRICAL PHENOMENA, AUTUMN, 1844.

Se p t e m b e r . The last week will record some storm s in different localities, but 
not prevalent. E arthquakes abroad about the last week, produced chiefly by the 
opposition of the Sun and Herschel.

Oc t o b e r . Some electric excitements about the end of this week, also about 
the 6th, 12th, 19th, and during the Moon’s firs t quarter. I feel assured this month 
will not end without recording disastrous calamities, the 23rd and 24 th especially ; 
hut it will he more abroad. . . . .  . . . .

N o v e m b e r . The most stormy part of this month will be about the middle, the 
21st, the 22nd, and the Lunar eclipse. Great variability in the temperature. 
M eteors between the 10th and 14th. Some nights very fr o s ty ; and snow about 
the 21st.
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4-1. AUTUMN QUARTER, 1844.

Russia at war with the Circassians. Liverpool suffers by fires. Great turmoil 
in Spain and Portugal: Hamburgh under adverse rays: calamities to pits and to 
pitmen: much martial strife and fires in Paris—a plot against the French king. 
The health of the Prince of Wales affected. Troubles to the queen of Portugal j 
disputes among the Israelites in Jerusalem ; the pope is brought into- disgrace: 
some quarrel between England and China: Charlestown and Lisbon appear to 
su ffe r  from some acts of violence. The public fu n d s  appear to fa ll, and will rise 
after, in the Winter quarter. An epidemic among great cattle. Commerce on the 
flourish generally, although the North American trade isratlier flat. Disturbances 
in Poland : N o t  a  new change o f  rulers fu r  this realm  t

45. FU LFILLED  PREDICTIONS.
lit/ IV. J . Simmonite.

PREDICTIONS. FULFILM ENTS.
“  Violent contests in America.”

“  The corn lairs remain as they 
are this spring.”

“  Tile people’s friends unable to 
assist them; and som e o f  whom will 
be im prisoned.’ ’

“  Flatness in trade and many 
turnouts in Sheffield.” M eteorolo- 
g ist, page 19.

“  Unexpected honor to Eng
land.” M eteorologist, page 17-

“  War against the Russians.” 
M eteorologist, page 21.

“  An old Astrologer departs this 
life," page 38.

Happened an insurrection in Philadelphia in 
May. America and Texas in war.

This prediction was made at the time when 
great confidence was entertained in the pub
lics’ breast that they would be repealed ; how
ever, they still remain unrepealed.

Witness the imprisonment of O’Connel and 
his coadjutors.

During July were many turnouts among the 
the artizans in Sheffield, almost every branch 
turned out for advance of wages.

In the month of June is this prediction, and 
England was unexpectedly visited by the Em
peror of Russia—the king of Saxony—three 
Asiatic princes, named Meergafus Aleekliam 
Dahadoor, Meer Mahomed Alee Risoldar, and 
Loatfullali Khan.

The Russians and Circassians at war, and 
the former lost 2,000. The defeat took place 
at Erbend, on the Caspian Sea.

We apprehended the death of a “ Star Gazer,” 
but we termed him an ‘ Astrologer,’ however 
it was a brother Philosopher, D r. D alton , of 
Manchester—a M f.teokoi.ooist.

46. ICE IN THE TORID ZONE.

J un e , 1841.—In this month the water in the high mountains of the Presanger 
Rejency was frozen. The oldest people cannot remember that such a thing ever 
happened in Java before ; and at Tanjer, near which the ice was found, nobody 
ever saw water converted into a hard substance, and those who saw it hanging to 
the sides of the rocks, fancied that it was glass.
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THE N ATIVITY OF THE DUKE OF BRABANT, 

Bora 24th July, 1833.

FIGURE XIII.

8°  21' .

Speculum.

Pla. Lat. Decli. R.A. 8.D.A. rf.N.A Asc.
Differ. M.Dis.

O ' o ' O / 0 ' O ' o / O '
H 0 s 45 15s 6 324 1 70 39 109 21 19 21 44 20
b 2 N 9 4 n 17 175 33 95 18 84 44 5 16 57 12
11 1 s 17 11 n37 32 9 104 38 75 22 14 38 23 48
$ 1 N 3 11 N 14 155 44 104 37 75 23 14 7 37 23
? 3 s 34 19n 6 74 29 115 10 64 50 25 10 66 8
s 0 s46 11 n 27 150 40 104 24 75 36 14 24 32 19

4 N 57 8 s 15 213 47 79 44 100 16 10 16 25 26
19n 58 123 10 116 30 63 30 26 30

o  '

Pole of the Snn.................  50 29
Pole of the Moon.............  17 22

o  '

His oblique Ascension . . . .  97 2
Her oblique Descensiou . . .  210 10

H
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A TABLE OF SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL ARCS OF DIRECTION IN THIS NATIVITY.

Moon to S 0  of Y) zod. 1 0
Moon to SQ of T? cum.lat. 4 0 
{•) to the Q of If. zodiac 4 .5
0  tt» the Q of (*f) zodiac 4 58 
0  to the par. of dec. of 9 5 9 
Moon topar, of dec. o f<? 7 n  
Moon to par. of dec. of S 7 20 
(■■) to the par. of dec. of f .  7 46 
Med. Celi to SQ '£ mini. 8 .'i f 
f  Moon to SQ of b /od. 1 1 23 
tMoon ¡to Q of JH zodiac ! 1 52 
Midheaven to A  of 7 m. 12 43 
Moon to the #  of zod. 14 .31 
Moon to Q of U  cumlat 14 .35 
A sc. to the if: Ij in mun. 15 28 
Moon to % fj cum. lat. 16 55

Y . M. 9 ' Y . M.
1 0 Midheaven to A  c? mun. 175 7 18 2
4 1 Moon to 0  of 5 zodiac 18 2 18 3 4
4 2 0  to the of 9 zodiac 2 0 6 2 0 5
5 0 * Moon to 0  $  cum. lat. 2 0 18 2 0 7 '
6 1 Moon to Á  of 0  zod. 2i» 5 6 2 1 2
7- .34 Moon to^of 0  cum.lat. 2 3 2 2 3 5
7 5 * Moon to 0  of $  zodiao 2.3 2 2 2.3 8 4
7 11 Midhea. to ^  of 2f  mun. 2.3 4 8 2 4 2 "ft JMoon to □  cT cum. lat. 2 5 2 2 2 5 9

11 7 JAsc. to 0  of (J) mun. 2 5 2 6 2 5 10
12 0 ÍO to par. of dec. of 2 5 2 8 2 5 10
12 11 \ Asc. to §  pf IjJ mun. 2 6 19 2 6 H
14 1 tMoon to par. of dec. HJ 2 6 5 0 2 7 3
1 4 u + 0  to £ 'of I¿f in zodiac 2 8 4 1 2 9 1
15 íMidhea. to SQ T? mun. 211 3 5 3 0 0
17 2

THE GENERAL JUDGMENTS.

1s t .— OF THE LIFE AND ITS PROBABLE DURATION.

T h e  S u n ,  w h i c h ,  in  t h is  f i g u r e ,  is  t h e  H y l e g ,  o r  G i v e r  o f  L i f e , i s  o n  th e  e n s p  
o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  a n g l e ,  in  s q u a r e  t o  t h e  M o o n  a n d  J u p i t e r ,  j u s t  s e p a r a t in g  f r o m  t h e  
h a l f  s q u a r e  o f  V e n u s ,  a n d  a p p l y in g  t o  t h e  h a l f  s q u a r e  o f  S a t u r n .  T h e  A s * d : i  a n d  
t h e  P r i c s p e ,  t h r e e  e v i l  f i x e d  s ta rs  a r e  w it h i n  three zodiacal degrees o f  the asceiidatd ;  
t r u e  i t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e  s q u a r e  o f  J u p i t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  h e  is  s o  e l e v a t e d ,  w i l l ,  f o r  a  t im e ,  
Jrresfrre the l i fe ; t h e  c l o s e  d e c l i n a t i o n  o f  th e  lesser fortu n e, V enus, m a y  h a v e  a ls o  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w it h  t h a t  p r e s e r v a t io n ,  b u t  o n  t h e  la t t e r  i n f l u e n c e ,  h a d  i t  s t o o d  
a l o n e ,  I s h o u ld  h a v e  p l a c e d  l i t t le  o r  n o  r e l ia n c e ,  s e e i n g  s h e  is  in  q u a r t i l e  r a y  t o  t h e  
planet S atu rn ;  a s  i t  is ,  I a m  o f  o p i n io n  t l ia t  th e  l i f e  o f  t h e  n a t iv e  w il l  b e  o f  n o  v e r y  
l o n g  d u r a t i o n .  T h e  t im e s  t h a t  I c o n s id e r  t o  b e  m o s t  p r e g n a n t  w it h  d a n g e r  a r e  
a b o u t  t l ie  t w e l f t h , 1 8 4 4  a n d  1 8 4 5 , a n d  n e a r  t h e  t w e n t y - s e v e n t h  y e a r s ,  
I 8 6 0 .  T h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d ,  w it h  g r e a t  c a r e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n ,  h e  m a y  s u r v i v e ; b u t  o f  t h e  
s e c o n d  p e r i o d  I h a v e  n o  h o p e ,  f o r  n o  le s s  t h a n  seven evil arcs follow  each other, am i 
spread a fer a space o f  Jive yea rs. ( A r c a n a ,  2 5 4  a n d  2 5 1 . )

2 N D L Y .— OF THE MIND AND DISPOSITION.

As regards the rational qualities, I look to Mercury. I find him in the fixed 
sign Leo, in conjunction with Regulus, a fixed star of the first magnitude, of the 
nature of Mars, free from combustion, in quintile to the Moon, in trine to the mid- 
heaven, iu declination to Mars and Jupiter; and, lastly, separating from the op
posing rays of Herschel, the etfects, I believe, will be such as to enable him to ob
tain a greater proficiency in learning, than persons in his exalted station generally 
attain;—his mind is firm, unbending, a readiness of wit, and a clearness of judg
ment;1—of great military capacity, and a strong bias to justice; but let it not lie 
forgotten, that over the whole of the above qualities, a strange waywardness of 
thought and manner will prevail. The Sun, ascending in Leo, will also tincture 
his mind with lofty ideas, cause him to be rather ambitious and proud, yet he will 
be of good principle, and, in his dealings with liis fellow-men, will be held in high 
esteem. Now* for the qualities irrational, I look to the Moon, and when I consider 
her position, and the nature of the stars by which she is aspocted, (were not Mer
cury so strong) I should certainly believe he would get himself into innumerable 
troubles, and he subject to great loss of credit by his rashness, pride, and dissipa
tion ; even as it now stands, under the effect of evil directions, the shadow of the 
same will appear. Education will do much for him. (Arcana, 282.)

| Dangerous. J Extremely dangerous.
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3 d L Y .----OF THE ACCIDENTS AND DISEASES.

"Before the year which I have pointed out as being fatal to his mortal career, I 
perceive he is liable to accidents at three particular periods, once by liquids or suf
focation ;—the first occurred at the time of an illness, in the e i g h t h  m o n t h  of 
t h e  s i x t h  y e a r . The second time occurs, as near as possible, to the period 
when lie will be seventeen years and seven months old ; at that time he is in danger 
by water; therefore, if for his pleasure or otherwise he be near the water, let him 
beware. The third period occurs shortly before the completion of his twenty-second 
birth-day; at that time he will be liable to meet with a sudden accident, and I fear 
those parts near his shoulders and arms will be much hurt. Having now forewarn
ed him, and, until he arrives at years of maturity, those about him, of the danger of 
these periods, I trust due caution will be taken near the times of tlieir occurrence. 
As to diseases, he will be subject to a burning heat in the head and face, to sore 
throats; let him be particularly careful of his e y e s , for radically they are e x c e e d 
i n g l y  w e a k  ; in the arms and shoulders he is subject to pain. These things will 
annoy him as he grows to years of maturity. But let me be rightly understood : 
this is the real tendency of the radical positions at birth, and that the subject of this 
geniture is liable to such afflictions only during the operation of the evil arcs.

4 t h l y .— of  h is  r a n k .

At first sight in this matter, it would seem, by the greater lights being angular, 
in a masculine sign, attended by oriental stars, and Jupiter in the Midheaven, that 
this native was born to rise very considerably in the world, and to extend his domi
nion ; but when I consider that the Sun is impedited by two strong squares, and 
the Moon by so many evil rays, and the total absence of all the stars from either 
tropical or equinoctial signs, I am bound to judge that he will not arrive to any 
great height of grandeur above the sphere in which he was born ; yet, be it remem
bered, he will never sink into obscurity, but will always be able to maintain his 
station, in spite of the malice of his most bitter opponents. (Arcana, Nos. 82 and 
105.)

At h l y .— f r i e n d s  a n d  e n e m i e s .

Venus in square to Saturn is rather unpromising for friends. He must place 
little or no reliance upon the professions of attachment that are made to him ; espe
cially would I have lnm disregard such friendships, however specious they may be 
in appearance, as will grow out of certain amours ; dangers on that score are threat
ened ; his enemies will be many, but they will be weak, poor, and of mean con- 
edition.

Gt h l y .— of  h is  e s t a t e , or  w e a l t h .

In this matter there is, and ever has been, much dispute ; one setting up thi* 
mode of judgment, and another that. Ptolemy attributes all to the part of fortune 
and his disposer. In this nativity, this significator is in conjunction with the Moon» 
and disposed by Mars, and Mara by aspect is certainly the strongest planet in this 
figure, for the Moon beholds him by sextile, Mercury in declination to him ; lie in 
trine to Jupiter, and at the same time has his declination : according to Ptolemy, 
we should be justified in stating that he will attuiu to considerable wealth, by mili
tary command. However, I shall chiefly draw my judgment from the position and 
strength of Mercnry, the dignity of the Sun, and the elevated situation of Jupiter, 
in the Medium Celi. He will enjoy a tolerable share of wealth, and because Mer
cury is in parallel to Mars and Jupiter, I arrive at nearly the same conclusion as I 
did in Ptolemy’s method ; that is, that he will attain to the same by martial affairs 
and regal command. As a draw back, the Sun is in square to Jupiter, a native 
having such a square, in whatever station of life he may move, is liable to be, at 
certain periods of bis life, extremely extravagant.

7 t H L Y .— OF HIS MAnRIAGE AND CHILDREN.

Tlu* Moon, in Scorpio, a prolific sign, separating from the Sun’s square, Jupiter1 s 
opporition, the sextile of Mars, and being in th-* first quarter, certainly port**mls 
marriage. According to Ptolemy, he will either marry early in life, or, having
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passed his prime, will marry a young woman ; now, as without an absolute miracle, 
he cannot have passed his prime, he will marry in his tw enty-second yea r. Upon 
the durable happiness of his marriage, I decline giving any opinion : of that let 
astrologers judge, when they see so many planets in common signs, and Venus, the 
star of affection and marriage happiness, in half-square to the Sun, and square to 
Saturn. The particular situation of the Moon, Venus, and Jupiter, all denote off
spring.

8THLY.—HIS TRAVELS.

The Moon, being in Scorpio, a fixed sign, and angular, I do not believe he will 
take many journeys, and I am of opinion that those he will take will generally be 
attended with many annoying circumstances of difficulty and trouble.

A  MORE PARTICULAR JUDGMENT, PROCEEDING FROM A SEPARATE CON
SIDERATION OP THE CELESTIAL ARCS OF DIRECTION.

The first year passed, the Moon arrives at a semiquiutile aspect of Saturn. Its 
effects are as follows : Many vexations and some illnesses will occur to his female 
relatives, and the native himself will be troubled with colds and illnesses.

In the third year the Moon comes, by secondary direction, to the opposition of 
Venus, and the transits are certainly evil; the chief effects will fall upon the pa
rents, though he is liable to a fall or hurt at two years and eight months of age ; and 
the health of his mother, in the beginning of 18JG, and so on to the close, will be 
materially affected, at one time, EVEN to danger of death.

Things, upon th£ whole, in the fourth year, are decidedly retrograding with the 
parents ; an evil secondary arc ; the Moon to the square of Saturn occurs : ill of an 
inflammatory complaint at three years eight and nine months—it will be of deep 
moment.

At four years and one month, and at four years and two months of age, two pri
mary directions occur: the first is the Moon to the semiquartile of Saturn ; and the 
second the Sun to the square of Jupiter in the zodiac. The first, in addition to 
giving him cold, and especially affecting his eyes, will affect his mother, the queen ; 
and the second will, cause his father to have disputes with ambassadors and high 
functionaries. It will also render him liable to losses at this time ; but, in conse
quence of the Moon, by progressive motion, being in trine to Mars, in trine to Ju 
piter, and in sextile to her own place, I do not believe any of these events will prove 
of ultimate consequence, though for the time they will annoy.

At five years and somewhat more than a fortnight, the i i y l e o  arrives unto a 
square of the Moon ; at this time an illness, which will require great care on the 
part of those in whose charge he may be, to prevent the complaint from settling in 
his eyes; in another place, under the head of Accidents and Diseases, I apprehend 
I have not been sparing in my cautions as to the administration of l iq u i d s  at this 
period.

The Sun meets the parallels of Venus's declinations at six years and one month. 
This will, in a great measure, improve his health and spirits ; the secondary direc
tions, however, are by no means favourable.

This year the Moon arrives at three remarkable periods—one of M ars, at about 
seven years and four months ; one of M ercu ry, at seven years and six months ; an
other of Jujnter} at seven years and eleven months. Certainly their effects are 
k e m a r k a h l e . The second would cause him to make unusual progress in hi* 
studies : great success would generally attend his parents, though, irom a periodical 
direction, a slight drawback or check will, in May, June, and July, take place to 
the same. ( I  have never seen any jn s t event.)

A t eight years and nine nuudhs, the Ascendant in mundo forms the half-square of 
Venus; in the secondary direction the Moon in conjunction with llersch el, and in 
opposition to M ercury. Many slight and childish troubles are denoted; a surfeit 
was likely ; but this general fortune is upon the increase, after the commencement 
of 18-10. H is fa th er  would it u rease considerably in wealthy and would consequently be 
le tter  able to fo ru  ard  the fu tu re yrosyeots o f his child.

The secondary arcs, from nine to ton years, for there are no primary ones of con- 
uequence in force, are almost all favourable to his prosperity; some things rather 
curious, but which I shall not particularize, would occur to him in the early part of 
184J. In the Spring of 1844, the great transit of Saturn would undeimine his health,
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and predispose his body the more readily to be afflicted by the directions of which I 
shall have occasion to speak ; it caused great troubles to his father.

N ow  arrive w e into the Autum n 1844, and, without doubt, I may reasonably infer, 
that the directions of a whole year operating, are of a dangerous, fea rfu l, slow, and 
lingering character. They are as follows:—First, the Sun h y l e g  to the half-square 
of Saturn, at eleven years and seven months ; second, the Moon to the square of 
Jlerschel, at twelve years; the secondary directions are the Moon to the opposition 
of Saturn, and the trine of Sun. Saturn is in Aquarius retrograde, crossing the 
seventh, nearly in opposition to the radical Sun. Such a combination rarely occurs, 
in any nativity, and never without producing remarkable events: he will have a 
lingering and dangerous illness ; the most assiduous, earnest, and unwearied atten
tion will be required to save his life. But Jupiter will pass through the tenth, in 
1845, and they will take him a journey ; therefore the assistance afforded him will 
not be entirely thrown away. No! the hope of those to whom lie is nearest and 
dearest, under the influence of that benevolent star, will revive, and, finally, I ex
pect his life will be preserved. Before I leave this part of my judgment, it may not 
be amiss to observe, that much evil is denoted to K i n g  L e o p o l d  ; o f his death some 
would now be certa in ; but I beg leave to subscribe myself extremely avbrse to pre
dicting the death of a parent, from the evil configurations which may exist in the ho
roscope of a child, even though, as in this case it happens, that that child is of that 
marriage the eldest born.

In the year 1846, near to his birth-day, the Midheaven is in trine to Mercury ; 
this direction will be excellent for his honor, fame, and credit, and certainly he will 
obtain s o m e  p r e f e r m e n t , it will be profitable unto him in various ways; and he 
will make rapid gtrides in his studies at this time. Towards the close of 1845 I 
would have him beware of a relapse of his former illness ; things will be very un
toward generally with him ; a change of a decided nature will take place, and I be
lieve he will take a journey of some length. In the following year, from the se
condary arcs, he will form many new attachments, and will greatly improve in his 
acquirements.

A t fou rteen  years and nine months, the Moon in sextile to Saturn, and to square 
to Herschel; the secondary arcs are various, the balance of the aspects for the year 
are evil, many vexatious occurrences will happen, and the same will in some mea
sure grow out of some juvenile attachment; let him be careful of his/io;«c, honor, 
and credit; his pecuniary resources upon the whole will improve.

The Ascendant in mundo forms the sextile of Saturn at fifteen  years and nine 
m onths, 1849, a tolerable direction generally, but it is of little service here, Saturn 
being radically evil. Spring, 1849, he will, under its operations, be more staid, and 
rather inclined to melancholy musings; elderly persons will be favourable to his 
interests. The Moon, by secondary arc, being in trine to Saturn, accelerates the 
above, by harmonizing therein.

The Moon forms three secondary' arcs; the square of Mercury, the sextile of the 
Sun, and the square of Mars. In the seventeenth year he will gain by a death; and 
about the Christinas of 1849, and the beginning of 1850, he will be much benefited 
by some events then taking place ; he will attract much public notice, and derive 
advantage therefrom.

The Moon in sextile of Saturn: his affairs will be surrounded with difficulties, 
but not of such a nature that he cannot get over them. I have named elsewhere, 
under the head of Accidents, &c., that he should now beware of water. The direc
tions b y  p e r i o d  are very unfavourable.

A t eighteen years and three months o f  a g e  the Midheaven in trine to Mars, and very 
shortly after the Moon in zodiac, without latitude forms the square of Mercury : the 
secondary arcs are many, and great in power. He will now attain to great p r e 
f e r m e n t , and it appears to me that the same will be of a martial nature ; in all 
martial affairs he will have great success. In the Spring of 185*2, he w'ill meet with 
many vexatious disputes as regards bill and writings generally; perhaps he may be 
liable to cold obstructions, but no evil of consequence can occur: on the whole, I 
have every reason to expect that this year will be one of much prosperity.

A t tw enty years anti fiv e  months the Giver of Life is in sextile to Venus in the 
zodiac. Under the influence of this direction his health will be excellent; he will 
he rather inclined to pleasure, and will form an attachment of some continuance.

As the Moon is in square to Mercury in the zodiac in her own path, it would.not 
he amiss, nor ill-timed, if I were to give the native a caution as to what letters he 
may be inclined to pen, as ultimately such productions may not turn out greatly to
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his approbation. By secondary motion, the Moon is in conjunction with the Sun:; 
he is liable to losses, but taking the year altogether he will he very prosperous.

The Moon in trine of the Snn, at twenty-one years and three months of age, and 
in sextile to Venus, by secondary motion. He will be very popular; he will rise in 
the world ; his feelings will be greatly aroused into action ; a strong attachment is 
certain; in fact, in  t h e  y e a r  1855  ̂ I believe he will be m a r r i e d . The direc
tions are exceedingly good, but let him not forget that he is liable to a sudden ac
cident by period, either in the latter end of April or beginning of May, 1855.

The year 185(i, to July, I do not consider very prosperous : at twenty-three years 
and five months the Moon in trine to the Sun ; this will be a period of great and 
extraordinary prosperity: he will greatly rise in estimation of the world. There is 
a square of Mars at twenty-three nine, and at the same time, by secondary motion, 
she will be in square to Venus ; this is rather evil for the marriage state, but I do 
not expect it will operate until May, 1857.

A t tw enty-four years and two months the Midheaven is in conjunction with J u p i 
t e r . This is an excellent and eminent direction ; it will confer great d i g n i t i e s , 
h o n o r s , and b e n e f i t s , to him.

Now, in the Summer of 1859, I find many powerful and malignant arcs are in 
force ; the Moon is in square to Mars; this occurs at twenty-five years and nine 
months; the Ascendant in square to the Moon immediately after. The S u n , 
which I have before mentioned in this figure, as the true g i v e r  o f  l i f e , is a f 
f l i c t e d  by  the z o d i a c a l  p a r a l l e l  of H e r s c h e l , at twenty-five years and 
ten months; the Ascendant comes to the opposition of H e r s c h e l  at twenty-six 
years and nine months; the M o o n  forms the p a r a l l e l  of H e r s c h e l ’s declina
tion at twenty-seven years and three months; the S u n  in the z o d i a c  is in o p p o 
s i t i o n  to H e r s c h e l  at twenty-nine years and one month ; and, lastly, Sa t u r n  
is in s e s q u i q u a d r a t e  r a y  t o  t h e  M i d h e a v e n  at thirty years of age : so that 
we have atone view no less than s e v e n  e v i l  p r i m a r y  d i r e c t i o n s , lasting 
throughout a period of nearly five years. That they must produce some remark
ably evil effects, all will allow. As early as the month of August, 1858, I find 
S a t u r n  will be actually crossing the r a d i c a l  S u n  ; this, of itself, will weaken 
the vital powers, and thereby greatly injure the health, in April, 1859, he is 
r e t r o g r a d e  near the s a m e  p l a c e  ; but in J  u l y  ; nd A u g u s t  of that year, he 
will be in conjunction with Mars in the same sign. Now the first arc of the Moon 
will not so materially affect HIM ; I  expect it will act injuriously on the female 
members of his family. The second will produce injury to him by secret means : 
he will be unpopular with the multitude, and in no small danger from their evil in
tentions and designs.

The third, a planet of whose particular effects we know so little, that he is gener
ally evil in his influence, and decidedly so, when he is evilly aspected ; here we find 
him radically in opposition to Mercury, both in the Zodiac anil in the world, and 
upon the cusp of an evil house ; upon which last circumstance there are Astrologers 
in the world who would lay much stress.. I  am of opinion that this parallel will give 
a fearful and perilous illness, the precise nature of which will baffle the skill of the 
physicians : it will come npop him rather suddenly, when he, or those about him, 
may least expect it ; and considering that the p r i m a r y  d i r e c t i o n s  and t r a n 
s i t s , which I have already enumerated, are so long in force, I am compelled here 
to observe, as I have before observed in the first article of the General Judgment, 
that beyond the twenty-seventh year i n  i i i s  l i f e 's d u r a t i o n  I h a v e  n o  h o p e .

47. EFFECTS OF LIGHTNING UPON THE BRAIN.

A remarkable case, illustrating the powerful effect of this agent upon the nervou* 
system, is detailed in the last number of the L an cet, by Dr. Alluett, of Parliament- 
street. The patient, a young lady, was seated in the country, at an open window, 
was suddenly struck by a flash of lightning. Transient insensibility was produced, 
followed by a violent fit of hysterica, intense head-ach, tic-doloureux, drooping of 
the eyelid, and sickness, which persisted, witli little intermission for several months. 
The patient, however recovered, the stroke, not being sufficiently powerful to anni
hilate, at once, the functions of the brain, and produce sudden death. An instance, 
like this, should operate as a warning to those who wilfully neglect the means of 
«afety when placed within their reach.
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THE N A TIVITY OF PRINCE GEORGE OF CAMBRIDGE, 

Born 25th March, 1819.

FIGURE XIV .

214° 3s'.

Latitude of Planets.
o '

Declination of Planets.
o  '

0 7 s. H  ........ 28 s.
1 56 s. b  ........ ........  4 42 s.
0 27 s. % .......... ........  18 12 s.
i 12 s. $  .v . . . ........  11 49 s.
0 49 n . 2  .......... ........  14 21 s.
0 23 s. s .......... ........  4 52 n .
1 19 s. © .......... ........  3 17 N.
. . . 0 ........ 49 N.

As the figure is cast to the latitude of Hanover, it will be seen that he was horn 
jointly under the influence of the two Superiors, for the sign C a p b i c o r n u s  arose 
on the eastern angle, and J u p i t e r  was ascending in the fixed sign A q u a r i u s . 
The figure I hold to be of a remarkable brilliant description, for a n e w  m o o n  had 
just been celebrated in the masculine and fiery sign A r i e s ; that body then ap
plied to the s e x t i l e  of J u p i t e r , and c o n j u n c t i o n  of M e r c u r y  ; he was also 
in sextile to tbe Ascendant. His disposition will be placid, pleasant, temperate, 
cheerful, yet sharp. Had M e r c u r y  been free from the beams of the S u n , he 
would have proved a prodigy in many branches oflearuingand science, that erratic 
being sextile to both the benefics, and in trine to the G e o r g i a n  planet As it 
now occurs, he will have much to do with public, honorable, and stirring political 
matters; and for his love of justice, ingenuity, and activity therein, he will meet 
much and well-merited applause. It is a nativity of exceeding vitality—as the S u n , 
M o o n , and J u p i t e r  all befriend the Ascendant, and until the leaden orb of old 
S a t u r n  arrives at the Hyleg’s conjunction, danger will be far off. (Arcana, 255.)
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H e  w ill b e  v ery  w e a lth y , fo r  th e  p a rt  o f  fo r tu n e  w ill b e  d isp osed  o f f  b y  J u  p i t e r , 
a n d  th a t p la n e t  is w e ll c o n f ig u r a t e d ; h e  w ill , n o tw ith s ta n d in g , b e  lia b le  to  losses  o f  
m o n e y  a n d  p ro p e r ty  b y  s e cre t  m ea n s  a n d  m easu res , as Sa t u r n  is  in  squ are  to  
H e r s c h e l .

His rank will be high— his power great, especially towards the close of his days. 
The Sun and M oon both being in A r ie s , and both the benevolents being their 
attendants, crossing their trine to the culminating angle.

Though much of the power of the M oon is absorbed in the beams of the Su n , 
although she is posited in a sign of single form, and in declination to the enemy of 
marriage, yet seeing that she is in sextile to Jupiter, I think he will marry in tlio 
year 1845  ; in which state of life he will experience a tolerable share of happiness, 
and certainly become a father of children.

I n  h is  t im e  h e  w ill  p e r fo rm  m a n y  jo u r n e y s , th e  M oon b e in g  in  a  tra v e llin g  s ig n , 
as w e ll  as in  a ca d e n t  h o u se  ; h is  travels w ill  b e  h o n o ra b le  a n d  fu ll  o f  p lea su re , 
th o u g h  o n c e  o r  tw ice  th e y  w ill  p rov e  d a n g e ro u s , e s p e c ia lly  b y  w a ter .

F r o m  th e  p re se n t  t im e  h a ck  to  th e  y e a r  1841 , ev il is  m o r e  p re v a le n t  th a n  g o o d .  
I n  h is  s ix te e n th  y e a r  h e  w ill  b e  l ia b le  to  loss  o f  m o n e y  ; and  m  the b e g in n in g  o f  
th e  y e a r  1837 h e  m ig h t  h a ve  an  a m o u r , a n d  p r o b a b ly  a  fe w  tro u b le s  and  v e x a tio n s , 
th ro u g h  fem a les  g e n e ra lly  : u n d e r  th is , a n d  th e  in f lu e n c e s  w h ic h  s u c c e e d , h e  m u st  
b e  ca re fu l o f  h is  c r e d it . I n  J u n e , 1840 , p erh a p s  a n  a c c i d e n t ; a n d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
y e a r  h is  h e a lth  w o u ld  b e  a ffe c te d .

A ft e r  th is , fo r  th e  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  five  y e a rs , the w a n d erers  o f  h ea ven  fa v or  h im  ;  
in  fa c t , im m e d ia te ly  a fter  th e  in te r ru p t io n  o f  h e a lth , o f  w h ich  m e n tio n  is m a d e , h e  
w ill  a tta in  to  h o n o r  a n d  d ig n ity  ; an  im p o r ta n t  a n d  p ro fita b le  jo u r n e y  su cce e d s  ; 
th e n  a  g r e a t  in cre a se  o f  w e a lth  a n d  w o r ld ly  p o s s e s s io n s ; co n s id e ra b le  a c t iv ity , 
lite r a r y  n o t ic e s ;  a n d , fin a lly , in  tire y e a r  1845 , n o t  very  d is ta n t fr o m  th e  a n n iv er
sa ry  o f  h is  tw e n ty -s ix th  b ir th -d a y , it  is  m y  p ersu a sion  h e  w ill m arry .

I n  th e  S u m m e r  o f  1846  h e  w ill ce r ta in ly  b e  u n w e ll ,  a n d  m e e t  w ith  lo sses  and  
m a n y  d isa g re e a b le s . A  co n t in u a t io n  o f  the sam e w ill spread  o v er  1847.

A s  th e  S p r in g  o f  1849 is  p a ss in g  a w a y , h e  w ill  b e  a d v a n ce d  to  s o m e  h o n o r a b le  
o f f i c e ;  in  A u tu m n , h is  a ffa irs  g e t  u n s e t t le d ; h e  travels . I n  1850 , h is  d e e d s  w ill 
a ttra c t  p u b l ic  a t t e n t io n ; a n d  in  th e  y e a r  1852 , h is  em b a rra ssm en ts  w ill  d e p a rt . 
I t  w ill be  a  t im e  o f  g r e a t  h o n o r , c r e d it , a n d  p o p u la r  d is t in c t io n .

1853  b r in g s  its  a n n o y a n c e s ; s u ch  as lo sses  o f  m o n e y , a n d  s e c re t  v e x a tio n s , m ix e d  
u p  w ith  b u s in ess .

1854 , in  th e  m o n th  o f  M a y , m u c h  so rro w  is  s h o w n , in  w h ic h  fe m a le  in f lu e n c e  
h a th  p re d o m in a n ce . I t  m a y  b e  th e  d e a th  o f  o n e  w h o m  h e  d ea r ly  lo v e s  ; b u t  I w ill 
a b s ta in  fr o m  p a r t ic u la r s ; su ffice  i t ,  th a t I  n a m e  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  e v e n t . T h e  
la tte r  p a rt  o f  th a t y e a r  w ill b e  p ro s p e ro u s .

1855 , a n d  a b o u t  O c to b e r , this illu striou s  in d iv id u a l is  l ia b le  to  a  sh arp  a n d  su d d e n  
illn ess , o r  a c c id e n t . H o  w ill d o  w e ll to  a vo id  s te a m -b o a ts  a n d  th e  w a ter.

E v il to  th e  g e n e ra l p ro sp e r ity  o f  h e a lth  are th e  a rcs  o f  1857 a n d  1858 , e v e n  t o  
D e c e m b e r  1859 . I  m u st  h ero  m e n t io n , th a t , in  1 85 7 , a  l in g e r in g  a ff lic t io n  o f  a n  
a g u ish  ch a r a c te r  w ill  a fflic t  h im .

In  1859 h e  w ill travel c o n s id e ra b ly , a n d  tow a rd s  C h ris tin a s , h is  h e a lth  w ill  b e  
w o n d e r fu lly  e s ta b l is h e d ; i t  w ill b e  a  t im e  o f  m u c h  g a in  a n d  p ro s p e r ity  ; th e  arcs in  
th e  S u m m e r  o f  I 8 6 0 , sh ew s th a t  h e  is  l ik e ly  to  su fle r  m u ch  lo ss , th ro u g h  th e  d e fa l
ca t io n  o f  s om e  serv a n t, in  w h o m  to o  m u c h  tru st is p u t , in  m a tters  o f  im p o r ta n t  c o r 
r e s p o n d e n c e ; p erh a p s  ca u t io n  a t  this t im e  m a y  p re v e n t  th e  sa m e . 1862  a n d  1863 , 
a b o u n d  in  g o o d  fo r tu n e , ease  o f  m in d , h o n o r , o re d it , a n d  p le a su re . 1864 , is b y  n o  
m e a n s  so  fa v o u ra b le  ; b u t  in  th e  y e a r  1865 , a n d  in  th e  m o n th  o f  J u ly ,  i f  th e  t im e  
o f  b ir th  is  c o r r e c t ,  h e  w ill  h a ve  an  in fla m m a to r y  c o m p la in t , a n d  w h ile  th a t in fla m 
m a tio n  la sts , i t  w ill  b e  v ery  v i o l e n t ; h is  th ro a t , d u r in g  th is  p ro g re ss , w ill  b e  m u ch  
a ffe c te d , a n d , u n less  m o re  th a n  o rd in a ry  ca re  is  ta k e n , the d reg s  o f  this d isease  w ill  
c e r ta in ly  fa ll in to  liis  l e g s  a n d  fe e t . 1868  w il l  b e  p rosp erou s  fo r  m o s t  o f  h is  a f fa ir s ; 
1 86 9 , is  r e p le te  w ith  m a n y  o u tw a rd  even t*  ; 1870  is  litt le  b e tte r . B u t  a fte r  th is , 
u n til th e  Sun sh a ll re tu rn  fo r  th e  f ifty -s ix th  t im e , s in ce  liis  b ir th , to  th e  sam e p o in t  
o f  the z o d ia c  h e  o c c u p ie d  a t th a t m in u te , h is  p ro sp e r ity  w ill  b e  u n b o u n d e d  : h o n o rs  
and  b e n e fits  w ill b e  sh o w e re d  u p on  h im  ; in  th ose  y ea rs  h o  w ill  a tta in  to  th e  m e r i
d ia n  o f  h is  g lo r y  ; a n d , f in a lly , us th e  g r e a t  g lo b e  o f  Satu rn  sh a ll to u ch  th e  o r ie n t , 
h e  w ill  s in k  in to  ev e r la s tin g  r e s t ;  su rrou n d ed  b y  h is  fr ien d s , a n d  in  h ig h  e s tim a tion  
w ith  h is  fe llo w -m o rta ls . (Owl save the Prince.)
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H O R O S C O P E  O F  P R I N C E  A L F R E D ,  E R N E S T ,  A L B E R T ,  

Second Son of her Majesty Q U E E N  V I C T O R I A .

FIGURE XV.

A .  R .  4 h . 4 9 m . 4 8 s . =  7 2 °  2 7 '.

Aspects.
1 . M o o n  squ are  o f  M a rs .
2 . M o o n  squ are  o f  S o l.
3 . M o o n  sqn are  o f  M e r c u r y .
4 . M o o n  o p p o s it io n  o f  C e re s .
5 . M o o n  s e x t ile  o f  V e n u s .
6 . M o o n  p a ra lle l S a tu rn .
7 . V e n u s  b iq n in tile  H e rs ch e l.
8 . M e r c u r y  q u in c u n x  S atu rn .

9 . M e r c u r y  q u in c u n x  J u p ite r .
10. M o o n  p a ra lle l M a rs .
11. S o l c o n ju n c t io n  M a rs .
12. S o l  p a ra lle l V e n u s .
13. M a rs  sesq u isq u are  J u p ite r .
14. S o l sesquisquare Jupiter.
15. M e r cu ry  q u in c u n x  H e r s c h e l.
16. M o o n  tr in e  o f  A s c e n d a n t .

L o r d ,  w h a t is  l i fe  ?  ’ tis  l ik e  a  f lo w e r  
T h a t  b lo sso m s  and is  g o n e  ;

W e  see  i t  f lo u r is h  fo r  an  h o u r ,
W i t h  a ll its  b e a u ty  o n  ;

B u t  d ea th  co m e s  l ik e  & w in try  d a y , 
A n d  cu ts  th e  p re tty  f lo w e r  a w a y .

I f  th e  M o o n , in  th is  n a tn s , is  h y le g ,  th en  th e  p r in c e  w ill  n o t  liv e  o v er  h is  in fa n c y  ; 
fo r  th e  M o o n  is a fflic ted  b y  M a rs , S a tu rn , S o l ,  and  M e r cu ry .

1
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B u t  ju d g in g  fr o m  p o s it io n , I  ta k e  th e  S un  as l iy le g , a n d  o n ly  a fflic ted  b y  th e  
p re s e n ce  o f  M a rs , b u t  tlie  la tte r  d ivested  o f  b is  k il l in g  p o w e r , (Arcana, 2 4 6 ), and 
th e  fo rm e r  in  a sp e c t  w ith  b o th  J u p ite r  a n d  V e n u s  ; c o n se q u e n t ly  1 jutlge the royal 
scion trill live to years of maturity, T h e  S u n , in  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  M a rs , w ill  w e a k e n  
th e  co n s t itu tio n , a n d  th e  ch ild  w ill  b e  s u b je c te d  to  in fla m m a to ry  a c t io n  u n d e r  th e  
S u n ’s a sp ects . A ls o  th e  M o o n  is  h e a v ily  a fflic te d , th is  a lso  sh ew s d e lic a c y  o f  c o n 
s t itu t io n , A r c a n a , 2.59. V e n u s  precedes th e  S u n  as w e ll as M a rs , A r c a n a , 2 5 3 .  
M o o n  in  tr in e  o f  A s c e n d a n t  is  b e n e f ic ia l  lo r  l i fe .

N A T I V I T Y  O F  A  Y O U N G  L A D Y .

FIGURE XVI.
3 2  l u 5 0 '.

T h is  n a tiv ity  is g iv e n  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  s h e w in g  th e  in f lu e n c e  th e  ev il a sp e cts  o f  
IT  to  5  a n d  Cij have in  ca u s in g  in sa n ity  a n d  d isea se  o f  th e  m in d , Arcana, 3 1 7 . 
U n d e r  th e  M . C . to  d I j , a t  18 y rs . 2 J  m o s ., th e  n a tive  su ffe red  th e  loss  o f  h e r  
fa th e r  a n d  m u c h  t ro u b le . A n  a tta ck  o f  in s a n ity , b r o u g h t  o n  b y  m u ch  a n x ie ty  o f  
m in d  a n d  o v er  e x e r t io n  o f  th e  b o d ily  p o w e r s , t o o k  p la c e  u n d e r  (^ )  to  P a r . $  z o d . 
(a t  2 6  j r s . )  w h ich  la sted  fo r  th ree  m o n th s . T h e  ev il a s p e c t  o f  I^I, in  a  n a tiv ity , a l
w a y s  ca u se  m u c h  a n x ie ty  o f  m in d , a n d  i f  J jl a fflic t  a n d  © ,  I  b e lie v e  th a t, a t  s o m e  
p e r io d  o f  l i fe ,  in s a n ity  w il l  ta k e  p la c e  e ith e r  fo r  a lo n g e r  o r  a  sh orter  p e r io d , Arcana, 
3 2 3 . In  th is  n a t iv ity  $  a n d  ^  a re  in  S Q  ; ©  a n d  $  in  g ; J 1 a n d  £  in  S e s q . ; g  
in  §  ] j l ,  a n d  LJ b e in g  in  6 th , a n d  ©  S Q  a n d  P a r . c ? .  1 w o u ld  re q u e s t  s tu d en ts  
to  pay p a rticu la r  a tte n t io n  to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Jjl* o n  th e  m in d , e sp e c ia lly  o v er  th e  
re a s o n in g  fa cu lt ie s , o v e r  w h ic h  I  b e lie v e  h o  has c o n s id e ra b le  in f lu e n c e — Arcana, 
262.

L e ic e s te r . C . D .  R .

[•  W h a t  w o u ld  a  certa in  b om h ostie  p h ra seo log is t , and  c ir c u m lo c u t io n a l L e ctu re  w riter  sa y  to  th is , 
w h o ,  in h is  d ea rly  pa id  fo r  le ctu res  and b u r le s q u e  “  Greek Quadripartite" juwerts th a t th e  “  U e o r g iu m  
fiid u s, has n o  e ffe c t , heeauae it is impossible tu hate any effect; a n d  ASSUREDLY IT HAS .NO JNXLU- 
*.VC£ WHATEVER.” I w ou ld  seriou s ly  a sk  th is  il lo g ica l w r ite r , or h is  fo l lo w e rs , W h y  th e y  stup id ly  
den y  th e  in flu en ce  o f  H ersch el ?  W .  J .  S .]
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FIGURE XVII.

1. M o o n  s e x t ile  S atu rn .
2 . M o o n  squ are  J u p ite r .
3 .  S a tu rn  s e x  t ile  H e r s c l ie l.
4 . M a rs  tr in e  S atu rn .

5 . M o o n  squ are  M a rs .
6 . M a rs  o p p o s it io n  H e r s c lie l.
7 . M e r c u r y  o p p o s it io n  H e rs ch e l.
8 . S o l q u in c u n x  J u p ite r .

A  L a d y ,  o n  th e  E v e n in g  o f  O c to b e r  1 5th , 1 84 4 , in te r ro g a te d  m e  in  a  ra th er 
cu r io u s  w a y , a sk in g1. Horn shall I  he generally situated in the world f

N o w ,  said I ,  th is  is  ra th er  a  s w e e p in g  q u e s tio n , a n d  w il l  w a n t  a  l i t t le  su b -d iv i
d in g ,  p ro p o s e  th e  q u e s tio n s  j u s t  as y o u  w o u ld  h a ve  th e m  a n sw ered . S/iall I  receive 
the present that has been sent to me f

F in d in g  th e  la d y  ru le d  b y  M e r c u r y , a n d  th e  5 th  fa ce  o f  G e m in i  r is in g , I  a p p re 
h e n d  th e  q u e s t io n  t o  b e  ra d ica l— a n d  sh e  e x a c t ly  a n sw e re d  to  N o .  2 5 , A r c a n a . 
Jupiter, in  th e  h o u se  o f  g if t s , p resen ts , h o p e s , e x p e c ta t io n s , & c . ,  ju s t  p a st an  o p p o 
s it io n  o f  M e r c u r y , I  sa id , y o u  w ill  n o t  re c e iv e  th e  p r e s e n t ; fo r  y ou  o u g h t  to  have 
g o t  i t  a b o u t  e ig h t  w e e k s  a g o  ; as M e r cu ry  is  8  d e g re e s  p a st a n  o p p o s it io n  o f  J u p ite r , 
(She replied, just tiro months ago I  ought to Itave received it.)2. Cati you tell me by whom the present was sent ?

A s  J u p ite r  is  th e  fr ie n d  to  sen d  th e  p re s e n t , a n d  h e  ru le r  o f  th e  7 th , th e  h o u se  o f  
m a rr ia g e — I  sa id , i t  w as  e x p e c te d  e ith e r  fr o m  a lo v e r  o r  an  h u sb a n d . (You are 
right, said she.)

3. Shall I  ever be married ?
B e fo r e  I  ga v e  a n sw er  to  th is  q u e s tio n  I  lo o k e d  w e ll in to  th e  f ig u re , a n d , a c c o r d - 

>ng to  m y  M S . ru les , w h e n e v e r  th e  'Q is n ea r the A s c e n d a n t , th e  q u e re n t  “  w ill 
e ith e r  ask  u n lik e ly  q u e s tio n s , e lse  a p p e a r  stupid in  a ll h er  p ro ce e d in g s  ; a lso  w ill  
e q u iv o c a te , a n d  w a n t  a ll a n sw ers  h e r  o w n  w a y  ; a n d  w ill n o t  sp e a k  a ll tru th  c o n 
c e r n in g  p a st  state o f  a ffa irs .”  H o w e v e r , I  fou n d  n o  a p p lica t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  ru lers
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o f  the 7 th  a n d  tlie  1 s t :  a n d  M e r c u r y  lord  o f  1st a n d  M a rs  sep a ra tin g  fro m  a c o n 
ju n c t io n  o f  e a ch  o th e r , I  d ecla red  sh e  was a lre a d y  m a rr ied .*  (Yes, you are surpris
ingly correct, ami I  see I  cannot deceive you.)4. Can you tell me, said she, when I  shall see my husband ?

T o  solve  th is  q u e s t io n , I  ob served  w h e n  M e r c u r y , ru le r  o f  th e  1st, fo rm ed  pood 
a sp e c t  w ith  J u p ite r , ru le r  o f  th e  7 th , and  fo u n d  th a t M e r c u r y  has 5 2  d e g re e s  to  
pass b e fo re  h e  m e e ts  w ith  th e  tr in e  o f  J u p ite r— I  sa id , in  about one year you will see 
him. (Yes, l  received a letter that he shall be at luime in Autumn, 184 5 .)5. How many children shall I  have ?

F in d in g  th a t  M e r cu ry  w as ru le r  o f  the 5 th , a n d  h a d  la te ly  passed  a  c o n ju n c t io n  
o f  M a rs  in  th e  5 th , a n d  an  o p p o s it io n  o f  J u p ite r , ru le r  o f  th e  l l t l i ,  a n d  the M o o n  
in  sq u a re  o f  J u p ite r , s y m b o lica lly  d e m o n stra te  that you never had any family. ( N o  ! 
I  n ev er  h a d  a c h ild .)

A s  th e  M o o n  is  ru le r  o f  th e  3 rd , a n d  ju s t  s e t, d e n o te  y o u  h a ve  h a d  a  re m o v a l a 
fe w  w e e k s  a g o . (Yes, I  have, about eight weeks ago.)

4 8 . S I N G U L A R  C O I N C I D E N C E S .

T h e  a lle g a tio n  o f  m o d e rn  p h ilo sop h ers  th a t d a m e  N a tu r e  is  a lw a ys  u n ifo r m  in  
h e r  o p e ra t io n s  u n d e r  the sam e c ir c u m sta n ce s , seem s to  h o  i llu stra te d  a n d  c o n fir m 
e d  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  s in g u la r  fa cts  ; a n d , in d e e d , th ere  m u s t  h a ve  b e e n  th e  n ic e s t  
p re c is io n  and  s im ila r ity  in  a ll th e  c ir cu m sta n ce s  o f  e a ch  ca s e , t o  p ro d u c e  su ch  w o n 
d e r fu l c o in c id e n c e s :— M r . D a v id  H in ch c .lif le , an  op era tiv e  fa n c y  w ea v er , re s id in g  
a t  M o ld  g r e e n , H u d d e rs fie ld , w as  m arried  u p o n  th e  sa m e  d a y  o u r  g r a c io u s  Q u e e n  
w a s  u n ite d  to  P r in c e  A lb e r t — h is  w ife  w as d e liv ered  o f  a  d a u g h te r  the sam e d a y  
th e  p r in ce ss  roy a l w as b o r n ; a n d  she a lso  g a v e  b ir th  to  a  s o n  th e  sam e d a y  th e  
P r in c e  o f  W a le s  ca m e  in to  th e  w o r ld  1— LcetVs Mercury.

[ Y e s ,  th e  “  A lle g a t io n  o f  m o d e rn  p h ilo so p h y ”  is  fo u n d e d  u p o n  th e  o b se rv a tio n  o f  
th e  u n ifo rm  o p e ra t io n s  “  o f  d a m e  N a tu r e , w h ich  is  fo u n d  fr o m  th e  w e ll  k n o w n  
A s tr o lo g ic a l  a x io m , “  L ik e  ca u ses  p ro d u c e  l ik e  e f fe c t s , o r ,  in  s im ila r  c ir cu m sta n ce s , 
s im ila r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  e n s u e .”  A n d  w e  h a ve  n o  h e s ita t io n  in  a ssertin g  “  th a t  M r . 
D .  H iu ch cliflfe  has a  s im ilar  N a tiv ity  to  th a t  o f  ou r  g r a c io u s  Q u e e n  V ic t o r ia . ]

4 9 . E L E C T R I C A L  P H E N O M E N A ,  W I N T E R ,  1845 .

J a n u a r y — Gales o n  th e  British coasts a b o u t  th e  12tli, th e  1 8th , a n d  th re e  o r  
fo u r  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  d a ys . Great electric e x c ite m e n ts  w ith  m a g n e t ic  p h e n o m e n a , 
1 9 th , 2 0 th , a n d  21st. Cold a fte r  th e  2 7 th , w ith  th u n d er  a n d  l ig h tn in g , d u r in g  th e  
m o n th , w ith  severe  fros ts  u n d e r  th e  a sp e cts  o f  S o l, H o r s c h e l ,  a n d  S a tu rn — th e  d a y  
o f  th e  a sp e cts  are in  the Meteorologist.

F e i i r u a r y — Earthquakes a b ro a d  a b o u t  th e  8 t li , a lso  a t  th e  M o o n ’ s a p o g e e , 
16th  to  the 2 2 n d , a n d  w h ile  th e  M o o n  passes  th ro u g h  S co rp io . Storms fr o m  6 th  to  
8 th , a n d  nt th e  fu ll  M o o n . Gales se t in  w h e n  H e r s c h e l  and  J u p ite r  so u th  to 
g e th e r  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f  th e  7 th  ; a b o u t  th e  2 5 th  high winds; a n d  th e  8 th  ap p ears  
t o  p ro d u c e  p o s it iv e  e le c t r ic it y , w h ich  I  b e lie v e  w ill p ro d u c e  d e n se  fogs; a lso  fo g  o n  
th e  2 1 st , a n d  windy o n  th e  sea  w h e n  th e  M o o n  re a ch e s  h e r  greatest south la t itu d e  in
Leo.

M a r c h — Gales o n  o u r  coa sts  a b o u t  th e  a fte r n o o n  o f  th e  15th , a n d  th e  16th  ; 
a lso  on  G o o d  F r id a y  and E a s te r  ; as wadi as at th e  M o o n ’ s p e r ig e e  d u r in g  h e r  p ro 
g r e ss  th ro u g h  S a g itta ry  Earthquakes a b ro a d , a b o u t  E a s te r  a n d  th e  en d  o f  E a s te r  
w e e k . I  sh ou ld  r e c o m m e n d  m y  read ers  to  lo o k  w e ll a t  m y  M e te o r o lo g ic a l  p r e d ic 
t io n s  in  th e  Meteorologist, fo r  this m o n th , in  w h ic h  th ey  w ill a lso  fin d  a g o o d  A s -  
p e c ta r ia n . "

• See in y  R u le s  in “  M e s se n g e r ,”  |«ige 17H, P r ice  it. 6d. S im pk in  A  C o . L on d on ,
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SO. W I N T E R  Q U A R T E R ,  1845 .

There is no speech nor language. i r V r e  their voice »  not heard. Their line is gone out through all 
the earth, and THEIR WORDS to the end of the world. DAVID, Psalm xix.

N e w  la w s  o n  th e  im p o r t  d u t ie s , e s p e c ia lly  on  su g a r , b u t te r , a n d  o th e r  a rt ic le s  o f  
co n s u m p t io n  ; a lso  in  c o n n e x io n  to  d ra in a g e  a n d  su p p ly  o f  w a ter  to  la rg e  to w n s . 
M ilita r y  m u rd ers  b y  w h o lesa le  in tro d u c e d  b y  th e  w a r -n o te  in  th e  S o u th e rn  In d ia , 
in  L a h o r e , a n d  a b o u t  th e  I n d u s . M o r o c c o ,  a fflic ted  b y  m a rtia l fo e s . R u s s ia  is  i l l  
a t  ea se . Not a new Parliament this Q u a r te r , y e t  s om e  o f  m y  co te m p o ra r ie s  p re d ic t  
w e  sh a ll h a ve  a  n e w  m in is try . G e n e ra l p e a ce  in  P o r tu g a l. M a n y  in ce n d ia r ism s  
in  th e  fa rm in g  d istricts . G e r m a n y  v ery  d is c o n te n te d  in  its  p re se n t  s ta te . G o o d  
n e w s  a n d  p ro s p e c ts  to  E n g la n d , tra d e  p rosp erou s . M a rs  m a r ch in g  th ro u g h  S a g it-  
tary  b r in g s  m is fo rtu n es  to  L e o p o ld ,  k in g  o f  B e lg iu m , a n d  to  W ill ia m  I I . ,  o f  th e  
N e th e r la n d s . G r ie f  a n d  in d isp o s it io n  to  th e  Q u e e n  d o w a g e r , a n d  to  th e  d u k e  o f  
W e l l in g t o n .  S p a in , I  fea r , is  a g a in  d is tu rb e d . I r e la n d  m u ch  d is tu r b e d , a n d  is  
v ery  d is c o n te n te d . M u c h  d isease  a m o n g  ch ild re n  and  h o rn e d  ca t t le . B a n k ru p ts  
a n d  frau d s  to o  p le n t ifu l . T h e  g a m e  la w s  d iscu ssed  in  P a r lia m e n t . D a n is h  d o m i
n io n s , d is tu rb e d . S m a ll -p o x  r ife . In v a s io n  in  T e x a s ,  e s p e c ia lly  in  G a lv e s to u .

5 1 .  O N  T H E  O S C I L L A T I O N S  O F  T H E  B A R O M E T E R ,  F O R  1843 , 

By James Elder, Esg., Dundee, (Scotland).

A s t r o -M e t e o r o lo g y , a t th e  p re se n t  m o m e n t , e n g a g e s  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  m o s t  
m a s te r ly  m in d s , a n d  lo o k in g  to  th e  va riou s  o rb s  th a t rev o lv e  in  sp a ce  a ro u n d  th e  g o d  
o f  d a y , a n d  in  c o n n e x io n  w ith  o u r  S o la r  S y s te m , and  co n s id e r in g  th e ir  p h y s ica l 
p o w e r s  u p o n  th e  ga ses  o f  o u r  a tm o s p h e re , ca n  w e  w o n d e r  a t  s to rm s  a n d  te m p e s ts  
f o l lo w in g  in  th e ir  w a lk , a n d  a ll th is  a cco m p lis h e d  b y  th a t  p o w e r fu l a g e n t , Electri
city. F o r  a ssu red ly  storm s a n d  tem p es ts  w ill  v en d  th e ir  ra g e  in  s om e  q u a rte r  o f  ou r  
E a r th  a n d  seas d u r in g  th e  t im e , a n d  m o r e  e s p e c ia lly  a fte rw a rd s , p o w e r fu l asjtects 
a re  fo rm e d  u n til a ll  sp a ce  b ears  an e q u a l p ro p o rt io n  o f  th e  f lu id , a n d  c o m e  to  the 
b a la n c e  e q u ilib r iu m . K e e p in g  th ese  h in ts  in  v ie w , in  th is  a n d  s u b se q u e n t  p a p e rs , 
I  w ill  ta k e  a  g la n c e  o f  th e  o s c illa t io n s  o f  th e  b a r o m e te r  fo r  th e  b y p a s t  a n d  e v e n tfu l 
y e a r  1843 , a n d  tra ce  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  th ese  asjtects, so  fa r as th e y  h a ve  fa lle n  u n d e r  m y  
o w n  o b se rv a tio n , o r  th a t  o f  a n y  o f  m y  n u m e ro u s  c o r re sp o n d e n ts . T h e  y e a r , w e  
w e r e  to ld , w o u ld  e n te r  “  d a rk  a n d  g lo o m y .”  T h is  w as  fu lly  b o r n e  o u t  o n  th e  2 n d  
d a y , b y  th e  M o o n  fo r m in g  a  squ are  to  M a rs , a n d  M e r cu ry  q u in tile  to  M a rs , h e n c e  
w e  h a d  m o is tu re  a n d  a lo w e r in g  a tm o sp h e re  : b e  i t  re m e m b e r e d , th e  c lo s e  o f  1842 
w a s  as m ild  as i t  s o m e tim e s  is  w ith  u s  in  th e  m o n th  o f  M a y , th e  m e a n  o f  th e  th e r
m o m e te r  fo r  th a t  m o n th  b e in g  47  d e g r e e s ! a n d  th e  b a r o m e te r , o n  th e  1st o f  J a n u 
a ry , s tood  a t 3 0  in c h e s — m ild  and  g e n e ra lly  q u ie t  w e a th e r  fo l lo w e d  o n  th e  12th , 
w h e n , a t  2  o ’c lo c k  P .  M . ,  I  fin d  th e  in s tr u m e n t  a t  2 9 '9 0 , a n d  a t 9  o 'c l o c k  o f  said  
d a y , a t  2 8 -4 0 , b e in g  a  ra n g e  d o w n w a rd s  o f  o n e  in c h  a n d  5 0  h u n d re d s , a n d  th is  in  
th e  c o u rse  o f  seven  h ou rs , w h e n  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  d e stru ctiv e  h u rr ica n e s  o n  re c o rd  
t o o k  p la c e . T h e  e v e n in g  o f  th e  12th  w as c a lm , n o t  a b re a th  o f  w in d  ; the M o o n  
s h o n e  o u t  th ro u g h  a  th in  v a p o u r  o f  f o g ,  w ith  a  b e a u tifu l  h a lo , o f  la rg e  d im e n s io n s , 
a rou n d  h e r  ; a n d  o n  th e  m o r n in g  o f  th e  1 3th , a t  4  o ’ c lo c k  A .  M . ,  th e  h u rr ica n e  w as 
r a g in g  in  a ll its  fu r y , w h ich  co n t in u e d  to  su n se t, a c co m p a n ie d  w ith  s n o w  a n d  s le e ty  
sh o w e rs— w in d  S .E . N o w , th e  aspects fo r  th e  12th  w as th e  ( ? )  sesq u isq u are  to  th e  
0 ,  a n d  $  a n d  in  c o n ju n c t io n ;  13th  d a y ,*  0  p a ra lle l to  v ,  @  in  o p p o s it io n  t o  
£ ,  a n d  th e  @  in  tr in e  to  ^ 1 .

P a in fu l , in d e e d 1 it  is  to  r e f le c t  o n  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th is  h u rr ica n e . I n  lo o k in g  in to  
L l o y d ’s L is t ,  I  fin d  180 vessels  w as  lo s t  o n  th e  co a s ts  o f  G r e a t  B r ita in  a n d  F r a n c e , 
a n d  a b o v e  4 8 0  va lu a b le  liv es  p er ish ed  in  th e  ra g in g  o c e a n , a n d  p ro p e r ty  to  th e  
a m o u n t  o f  h a lf  a  m illio n  d e stro y e d  o n  th is  te rr ific  d a y  !

T h is  h u rr ica n e  ra v a g ed  th e  g r e a te r  p a rt  o f  th e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  th e  n o r th  o f

• O n  th e  13th , th e  “  Meteorologist' p red icted  “  sh o w e rs , trimly, m eteors  a t  n ig h t ,  a n d  e le c tr ic  a p p ea r
a n ce s ' — and th is  p red ict ion  w as m a d e  fr o m  th e  M<ton b e in g  in  th e  s ig n  G e m in i, a n d  a t  h er  greatest 
northern declination, w ith  half north la titu de— a n d  th is  is  always th e  p h e n o m e n o n  ex p e r ie n ce d  in  th e  
W  in ter m o n th s , w h en  th e  M o o n  is th u s fo u n d — le t  w h a t o th e r  a sp ec ts  e x is t  th a t m a y , and  th is  I sssert- 
e d  a n d  p u b lish ed  in  th e  “  M essen g er o f  1 8 4 2 ''— See M essen g er, p a g e  2 2 , and  R u le  7 th  M o o n  in  G em in i.



62 T1IE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER AND METEOROLOGIST.

France, from latitude 45° to 60°. I  wrote a friend of mine to the port of London, 
having an eye to these compound aspects, (he was returning to a port in Scotland, in 
ballast), to secure his ballast before starting. I  copy his answer to me in his own 
words : “  I  thank yon kindly for your friendly advice to me, had I  not done as re
quested, not a soul of us could have told you the tale. I  was overtaken with the 
hurricane on the East coast of England. In  a few hours the sea rose mountains 
high; had the ballast shifted wo would have foundered, but being well secured our 
little bark rode bravely out, nay, weathered the gale ! the wind was SSE, and the 
day previous, the 12tli, there was a great fall of the barometer. I ,  for one, wish 
well to the Science of Meteorology.”

Of the same date, the Secretary to the Meteorological Society of Great Britain 
writes, “  One of the most destructive hurricanes on record has just swept over the 
metropolis of Britain, and a great part of France, the results of which is truly ter
rific : hundreds have perished, and immense property destroyed. The aspects being, 
the 0 ,  $, and %  in conjunction.” Another correspondent, from Kilkenny, Ire
land, reports this hurricane there to have been exceedingly fierce.

In  my next paper to the Arcana I  will take a glance of the gases’ effects, which 
occurred latter end of January, and early in February of the said year, in different 
latitudes, and under different modifications. Let the young Astro-Meteorologist, 
in the meantime, have a close eye to the powerful aspects, both at their formation 
and for some days after, and he will soon learn the science is capable of “  teaching 
knowledge for the works of the Lord are wonderful, sought out are they of all 
them that take pleasure therein.

(To be continued.)

52. STORMS, AND T H E IR  E F F E C T  UPON TH E SICK.

“  On November 26tli, 1703, arose a most furious storm of wind, a little before 
midnight, which lasted upwards of six hours. The history, and whole theory of 
this wonderful phenomenon, I  shall not attempt to compile. This province was, by 
the Royal Society, conferred on the learned Dr. H a lle y , who was every way equal 
to the task. Wherefore, I  shall only touch on come circumstances of it, which 
more immediately relate to the present theme.

The Mom was then in her periginm, and near the change; and it has been proved 
that both these circumstances contribute towards attracting the air upwards, 
and raising the winds. Accordingly, the barometer was lower than usual, and the 
subsequent tides were very high. And most probably there was a concurrence of 
one or more of the other causes already assigned, though it might be difficult to 
come at the knowledge of them; but as the state of the weather in the preceding 
seasons of the year is of easier, and perhaps not less useful, consideration ; I  shall 
remark, that in those places particularly, which felt the rage of the storm, the Sum
mer and part of Autumn wore remarkably wet, and the Winter was ushered in by 
open warm weather; so that a thermometer, (whose freezing point was about 84), 
was very seldom below a hundred to the latter end of November. Hence we may 
form a probable conjecture, that the atmosphere was blended with vast quantities 
of saline and snlpherous exhalations; which, by their various combinations and 
agitations, at length gave that destructive force to the motion of the air. And this 
conjecture is confirmed by the flashes or coruscations which were observed during 
the storm ; and by the saline particles found the next day on the leaves of vegeta
bles, even at many miles distance from the sea: where the grass, in some places, 
tasted so salt, that the cattle did not care to eat it. I  remember that several per
sons complained particularly of head-aclis the very night of the storm. But the case 
of a lady of quality, of my acquaintance, is very remarkable, who was struck blind 
in an instant that same night.”— D r . M ead .

53. A WEST INDIAN HURRICANE, 1844.
Since the year 1818 there has not occurred such a dreadful visitation at Montego 

bay, as was witnessed on the 5th of October, 1844. On the night of the 4th, the 
weather, which had been for days past rather threatening, assumed an unusually
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lowering and portentous appearance. Between nine and ten, P. M., and about a 
quarter to two, A. M., on Saturday, it acquired a terrific force. There w as, during 
the day, comparatively little wind, but the sea raged in a most dreadful manner. 
Between six and seven, A. M., the fine schooner Africanus, was driven ashore at 
Meagre bay, and very shortly after became a complete wreck. Every wharf has 
suffered, and the loss is immense. The sea rose higher than it has ever yet been 
known to do, and the waves dashed into the bay equal in noise to the loudest 
thunder.

I  predicted about the end of the first week in October we should hear of electric excite
ments and disastrous calamities, but it would be more abroad. See page 47. Saturn 
stationary, in aspect with Mercury, and the latter was also stationary, which added 
to the exciting cause of these effects.

£4. PH YSIC AND PHILOSOPHY.

Celsus tells us, that the Science of Physic was accounted a part of Philosophy ; 
so that the curing of diseases, and the contemplation of nature, took their rise from 
the same persons.

Now, as it is of consequence to the subject in hand, so it is easy to prove, that 
those philosophers, w ho laid the foundations of our art, were really famous geometricians. 
And first, the most eminent among the sages of antiquity was Pythagoras, who had 
acquired such high reputation for his skill in physic, that it was commonly said, 
that he travelled, not so much for the sake of instructing them, as of curing them. 
But the progress made by him in mathematical studies, also, was extraordinary. 
"Witness Ids two noble discoveries; the one, of the square described upon the side 
subtending the right angle in a right angled triangle, being equal to both the 
squares described upon the sides containing the right angle; the other, of the area 
of the parabola, which, according to Proclus, he first demonstrated. For the first 
of these problems, Atheiueus and Diogenes Laertius, upon the authority of Ajjolto- 
dorus, the arithmetician, say that he offered a hecatomb in sacrifice. But Plutarch, 
after citing a verse of Apollodorus, leaves it doubtful for which of the two he made 
that offering.

D em ocritu s, who is thought by some to have been Hippocrates’s master, was 
equally fa m o u s  for g eom etry  and physic. By those great men, and others like them, 
was this profession carried on in the times of Hippocrates;  who, as Celsus says, was 
the first that separated this art from philosophy. For he plainly perceiving, that 
the superstition of the common people, the impudence and vain pretences of 
quacks, and the pride and vanity of the sophists, were mighty obstacles to the im
provement of the art; proposed to himself, in all his writings, to guard against 
those impediments and difficulties. And, accordingly, in his valuable book De 
tnorbo sacra, he teaches how to obviate false religious notions ; and is very copious 
in detecting the frauds and fallacies of those men, who eovered their ientrance with a 
v eil ot p ie ty , making pretession of charming away those diseases, which they could 
not cure by medicines !! In  his books De arte, De decoro, De preeceptionibus, he 
disputes, not only against those, who denied that physic was an art, and therefore 
had no regard to any thing but experience; but also against those, who practised 
upon a wrong plan. And because the divine old man is made a tool, by contend
ing parties, for their respective notions; I  cannot avoid observing, that mechanical 
reasoning is every where approved and recommended in those treaties by that great 
parent of medicine."— Da. Mead.

55. PHILOSOPHY OF LONDON FOG.

Professor Booth gave some interesting observations on this subject before a re
cent Committee of the House of Commons. The atmosphere is from peculiar 
meteorological influences, in November, when the barometic pressure is less than 
at other periods, fully saturated with aqueous vapours. We are apt to call this 
weather, in which fogs prevail, heavy, whilst the contrary is the case, as from the 
lightness of the atmosphere it is, that these aqueous matters fall, being of too high 
specific gravity to be kept floating in the upper strata. In  their descent, they take
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into solution or suspension all the smoky particles winch detereorate the atmo
sphere, giving denseness to the fog, and imparting its dangerous character. These 
cause its noxious effects, as may be seen in the black expectorature in the mucus 
from the lungs. These dense conditions of the atmosphere are always accompa
nied with a dangerous slipperiness of the pavement, which is always owing to the 
precipitation of the oleaginous matters of the smoke on the ground. Were the 
quantity of smoke diminished, there would be less danger from the London No
vember fogs, as their density would be greatly diminished.

56. F U L F IL L E D  PRED ICTIO N S, (45), 

By W. J. Simmonite.

PRED ICTIO N S.

“  The Queen of Spain has © S[~] Tj, 
at 13 years, 19 months—much négocia
tions between her people and herself, 
but not marriage, for her health will be irn- 
paired. (38.)

“  Spain in great turmoil,” page 48.

“  England involved in war in quelling 
insurrectional movements in India and 
other places ruled by Capricorn.

“ Death to a royal branch.”  Meteor
ologist, 1844.

“  Disputes among the Israelites in 
Jerusalem." Page 48.

“ N oth new change of rulers far this 
realm.” Page 48.

“ Fruits of the earth plentiful, and tbo 
agriculturalists benefited." Page 31.

“  Calamities to pits and to pitmen.” 
(Autumn, 1844.)

FU LFILM EN T S .

Letters from Spain, at this time, state 
that the health of the youthful Queen of 
Spain is very unsatisfactory. She had 
been some days confined to her ajnrt 
ments, ami is said to have every appearance 
of confirmed d ro psy .

“  This wretched country continues to 
be the scene of political commotion ; plot 
and counterplot follow each other in 
rapid succession, and threaten the de
struction of all government.” The 
L eague, November 9.

Tho British stormed Samunghnr, in 
the Mahratta country, on the 13th of 
October, 1844. They were assisting the 
Rajah, who is a minor, against his insur
gent subjects. Between 500 and 600 of 
the enemy were killed, and as many 
were wounded or taken prisoners. Gar
deners’ Gazette.

From the Great conjunction of Ty and 
’U , in January, 1842, I predicted the 
death of the princess Sophia.

“  Tho mountaineers have come down 
upon Lebanon and Jerusalem, and have 
rebelled the inhabitants thereof.” Liver
pool Mercury.

Many persons felt assured that we 
should have a change of ministry this 
Autumn, and we made this prediction 
in the face of this extensive confidental 
assertion, or rather anticipation.

This prediction has been amply fulfil
led ; the crops of grain were above the 
average, fruits abundant, and the har
vest splendid: for which we ought to be 
thankful, and the nation should have a 
public fast-day, and return its sincere 
thanks to Almighty God for his blessing.

“ Dreadful Colliery explosion, and 
loss of n in e t y -fiv e  persons, in the 
Haswell collieries, in the County of 
Durham.” Gardeners' Gazette,  Oct. 5.
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M r . John X o fo n , i'n r/ m r. 

FIGURE XVIII.
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Speculum.
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Arcs.
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S. Arcs
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1L 0 N 37 17x21 136 18 29 41 65 10 21 3/
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2 1 s 41 24 s 52 z/9 42 ! 13 43 128 33 42 51
3 1 s 20 23 s 250 29 84 30 125 5b 41 59

if?) 5 x 8 0x49 549 55 2 56 91 6 33 22
© 1 34 32 91 6 30 22

ARCS OF DIRECTIONS TO COME UP.
0 t Y. >r.

M. C. square Vonus zod. 22 7 20 1
Asc. sextile S..turu zod. 22 25 20 4
Moon trine Venn* d. d. 23 53 21 9
M. C. sesq. Moon zod. 23 56 21 9.4
Sol SQ Herscliol con. 24 4 21 11'
Sol pari. Jupiter zod. .. 24 7 21 114
Asc. purl. Saturn aid ... 24 14 22 1

O '  y #
quintile Herschelcon. 25 10 22 104 

jM. C. trine Mercury zod 25 12 22 11 
Sul svsqu¡square $ d. d. 25 30 23 2 
@ aemisquure h  zod. 26 1 23 8
M. C. trine Jupiter zod. 26 33 24 2
Moon Bq. Sol d. d.......  26 59 24 7
Sol Bq. Moon con.......  26 59 24 7
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° / Y. M. O / Y. M.
M o o n  squ are  M a rs  z o d . 27 4 2 4 8 M o o n  B q . S ol z o d . ____  3 7  53 34 5
A s c .  tr iu e  S o l z o d ............ 27 2.7 2 4 114 M o o n  trin e  M a r s d .  d . . 38 21 34 10
M o o n  trin e  V e n u s  m u n . 28 1 25 54 A s c . tr in e  S u n  m u n d e . . 39 3 35 5
Pars, tr in e  M o o n ........... 2.0 8 2 6 54 M . C . sesq . M e r cu ry  z o d . 39 13 35 7
Pars, b o d y  S o l ................... 2!) 19 26 M o o n  h e r  ow n  s e m is q . . 40 19 37 7
M o o n  sesq . ©  z o d ...........  2!) 26 26 9 M o o n  liar . J u p ite r  zo d . 4 0  3,7 37 10
©  b o d y  V e n u s  d . d . . .  29 46 27 0| M o o n  B q . M e r cu ry  z o d . 42 20 31 5
0  pa r. M a rs  z o d ................'¡0 0 27 3 M . C . tr in e  M a rs  m u n . .  42 23 38 5
M o o n  B q . M e r cu ry  d . d . 3 0 0 2 7 3 A s c .  tr in e  M e r cu ry  m u n . 4 2 s r 38 7
S o l B q .  J u p ite r  z o d . ___ 3 0 42 27 104 M . C .  B q . S o l z o d ............ 4 3 24 39 4
S o l q u in t ile  M o o n  . . . .  31 18 28 5 M o o n  s e x t ile  V e n u s  c o n . 4 3  49 39 1 0
M o o n  q u in t ile  V e n u s . . 31 4 0 28 9 S o l b o d y  M a rs  d . d ..........  44 4 4 0 0
M .C .  sem isqu are  S a tu rn  31 41 28 9 S o l s esq . S atu rn  z o d . . .  44 21 4 0 3
Pars, o p p o s it io n  S atu rn  31 5 9 29 .0 S o l s e x t ile  H e r s c h e l e o n . 44 25 40 4
S o l B q .  J u p ite r  d . d . . .  32 1 29 0 4 S o l o p p o . J u p ite r  c o n . . 4 4  26 4 0 0
(E j t - in e  H e r s c h e l  d . d . 32 1 29 M o o n  trin e  V e n u s  z o d . 44 5 8 40 10
©  t o  b o d y  o f  V e n u s  . .  32 4 29 1 A s c . B q .  H e r s c h e l z o d .  45 13 41 1
M o o n  s e x t ile  M ars . . . .  3 2 10 2 9 3 M o o n  sesq . V e n u s  d . d . 45 18 41 2
Pars, tr in e  J u p ite r  . . . .  3 2 3 0 2 9 6 M o o n  in  o w n  h a lf-sq . m . 4 5 33 41 4
M . C .  squ are  M a rs  z o d . 3 2 31 2 9 6 S o l b o d y  o f  M a rs  z o d . . . 43 3 4 41 4
M o o n  squ are  M e r cu ry  . 3 2 5 5 2 9 10 S o l s e x t ile  M o o n  z o d . . .  4 5  4 0 41 &
A s c .  p a r . J u p it e r ..............3 3 10 3 0 1 M . C . s em isq . (V) zo d . . 4ti 52 4 2 7
A s c .  tr in e  M o o n ..............3 3 18 3 0 2 4 M . C . o n  h a lf-sq . g  c o n . 47 27 4 3 i
(5 )  squ are  J u p ite r  d . d . 3 3 23 3 0 3 4 M o o n  pa r. S atu rn  zo d . . 47 3.7 4 3 a
M .C .  B q . M e r c u r y  m u n . 3 4 7 30 1 14 M . C . B q .  M e r c u r y  z o d . 47 51 4 3 (>
A s c .  tr iu e  M e r c u r y  . .  3 4 7 3 0 l l | S o l h is  o w n  pa r. z o d . . . .  48 27 4 4 0
M o o n  sesq . M e r c u r y  . .  3 4 9 31 0 A s c .  sesq . M o o n  m u n . . 48 2 9 4 4 l
M o o n  squ are  S o l c o n . . .  34 32 31 4 M . C . h a lf-sq . M o o n  in . 48 29 4 4 !
S o l squ are  M o o n  d . d . . 3 4 32 31 4 S u n  o w n  h a lf-sq . z o d . . .  48 38 4 4 o
M o o n  squ are  S a tu rn  . .  3 4 42 31 6 M o o n  R .  liar . V e n u s  . .  4 8  53 44 6
©  pa r. l l e r s c h e l  . . . .  34 51 31 7A Pars. sesq . J u p ite r  . . . .  49 23 44 11
M . C . sesq . S o l ................ 34 52 31 74 A s c . sesq . V e n u s  m u n . .  49  26 44 m
M o o n  R  par. S atu rn  . .  3.7 4 31 10 M o o n  squ are  2(. z o d . . .  59 17 4 5 9
A s c .  c o n ju n c t io n  J u p ite r  25 4 9 3 2 24 M. C . tr in e  V e n u s  zod . 5 0 2 5 4 5 u
M o o n  I t .  par. S o l ........... 3 5 46 32 54 M o o n  tr in e  I J  zo d . . . .  50 2 5 45 it
M . C .  tr in e  H e r s c h e l  in . 3G 1 32 84 M o o n  q u in t ile  $ c o n . . .  51 8 46 6
A s c .  to  J u p ite r  z o d . . .  36 14 32 11 A s c .  sesq . V e n u s  zo d . . 51 10 46 7
A s c .  B q .  V e n u s  m u n . . 36 35 33 24 M o o n  R .  p a r . H e r s c h e l  51 59 4 7 4
Pars, to  b o d y  o f  $ . . . .  36 4 5 33 4.4 M o o n  sem isq . IjJ c o n . . . 52 29 47 9
A s c .  B q . M o o n  z o d . . .  3 0 57 33 64 M o o n  q u in t ile  S o l _____ 52 4 5 48 0
M o o n  R  par. M e r c u r y  . 37 10 33 9 S o l q u in t ile  M o o n  d . d . 52 4 5 4 8 0
M o o n  s e x t ile  H e r s c h e l .  37 18 33 10 M o o n  sesq . H e r s c h e l d .d . .72 45 4 8 0
A s c . s e x t ile  S atu rn  m . . 3 7 21 33 11 S o l s e x t ile  V e n u s  c o n . .  .73 8 48 4
Pars. p a r . o f  M o o n . . . .  37 28 3 4 1 S o l s e x t ile  J u p ite r  c o n . .  5 3 5 2 49 2
©  s e x t ile  M a rs  c o n . . .  37 4 0 3 4 3 S o l s em isq . M e r cu ry  z o d . 54 2.7 49 7
©  to  b o d y  o f  JjT (1. d . . . 37 42 3 4 3 M o o n  R . p a r. M a rs  . . .  54 3 2 4 9 10
0  q u in t ile  J u p ite r  c o n . 3 7 42 3 4 3 M o o n  q u in t ile  1L d . d . . 5 4  4,7 49 11
A s c .  B q . V e n u s  z o d . . .  37 5 0 34 4 M . C .  squ are  z o d . . .  5 5 9 5 0 3
©  to  b o d y  o f  z o d . . .  37 52 3 4 5 M .C .  tr in e  H e r s c h e l z o d . 55 16 5 0 5

THE CORPORATURE AND GENERAL STATURE.

T h e  g e n tle m a n  is  h o rn  u n d e r  th e  M o o n 's  in f lu e n c e  in  P is c e s , a n d  sh e  in  s e x t ile  
o f  M a rs , and in  tr in e  o f  h er  o w n  a s c e n d in g  p o in t , y e t  in  m u n d a n e  squ are  o f  that 
p o in t , c o n s e q u e n t ly  w e  c o n c lu d e  th e  n a tiv e  is  u n d e r  th e  c o m b in e d  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
M o o n  in  th e  5 th  fa ce  o f  P is c e s  (Arcana, 7 9 * ) a n d  th e  5 th  fa ce  o f  C a p r ic o rn , m a k in g  
h im  o f  m id d le  s ta tu re , fa ir  c o m p le x io n , g o o d  lo o k in g  fa c e , a  d im p le d  c h e e k , r o u n d 
ish  fa ce , g r e y  e y e s , w e ll fo rm e d  n o s e , s m ilin g  c o u n te n a n c e , e x c e l le n t  fe a tu re s , and  
g o o d  p ro p o r t io n — h a ir  o f  a  b ro w n  ch e s tn u t  c o lo u r . T h e  fo r e g o in g , I  w ill b e  b o u n d  
to  say , is h is  g e n e ra l d e sc r ip tio n .

• Once for nil, the reader must remember the figures between the parenthesea, refer to the n u m b er 
of the paragraph in the A rca n a .
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DISPOSITION AND MANNERS.

T he M oon culminating in Pisces will make him mild, obliging, rather proud, 
but peaceable, (Arcana, 28 1 ); yet the M oon in sextile o f Mars will give him a 
little hastiness in his manners and disposition.

QUALITY OF THE MIND.

According to tl Arcana,”  paragraph 282, the benevolent Jupiter rules the M oon 
and Mercury— the planets Jupiter and Mercury being in trine aspect is good (305), 
disposing the mind to business, the native is inclined to be sober, cheerful, affec
tionate, temperate, religious, and dignified. Truly the M oon culminating in sesqui- 
square o f Mercury denotes a fidgetiness, and as the M oon is near her extreme lati
tude, the mind will be susceptible o f  change,>(283). W e find the M oon in quintile 
o f Herschel, the mental properties will still be good (292), and the disposer o f Hers- 
chel is Saturn, in sextile and parallel positions, rendering the mind virtuous, bene
volent, frugal, judicious, obliging disposition, well intentioned, and magnanimously 
pursuing that which is o f benefit to himself and others, kind, and affectionate in 
domestic ties (298). I  have but seldom met with better tokens o f a good disposi
tion, and m oie sufficient qualities for carrying the native profitably and honorably 
through the world— and I trust he will walk after the dictates o f that conscience 
which nature has so nobly implanted within him, and that, by acquiesing with the 
overtures o f mercy, he will find salvation— be a useful member in society, and ulti
mately find his way to the eternal throne o f his God through Jesus Christ his 
Saviour.

OF ACCIDENTS AND DISEASES.

Herschel and Mars just setting, these would denote blemishes and bodily infirmi • 
ties (325) ; but Venus in conjunction o f Herschel, and Jupiter ruler o f the fitli in 
quincunx o f Herschel, will tend to preserve him from external blem ishes: never
theless, when the M oon squares Mars, at ticenty fou r years and eight months, in July, 
1S49, extreme danger o f  violence by fire and gun-shot. Also, at the age of 31 years, 
4 months, in the Spring o f 1856, I fear death, except by  great care, by means o f a 
fa ll, or entanglement in machinery—danger o f broken legs, if not sudden death there
from. The M oon is Giver o f Life, and is not much either assisted or afflicted ; 
therefore we may judge a tolerably long life, except accident cut oft' the native ; 
but of this he is forewarned. I recommend him to take care o f health at the age of 
23 years, 8 months ; also during the 32nd and 33rd years— these are marked out 
under the u  effects o f arcs o f directions.”

RICHES, OR FORTUNE OF WFALTn.

T o  this we must look to the ruler o f the Part o f Fortune, which is Venus, (336). 
Venus in conjunction o f Herschel, setting, gives money by machinery, and as the 
M oon is culminating (342), he may expect some wealth by his wife, and through the 
means of women. Jupiter, in the 2nd, in trine o f the Sun, and they in mutual re
ception, will put him into an office, probably as farmer and manager ; by which he 
will always be kept above the state o f life in which he was bom .

THE QUALITY OF EMPLOYMENT.

The dominion o f employment is claimed by the sign Pisces, with the M oon cul
minating, (359). Also Jupiter ruler o f the M . C., and he also makes his nearest 
oriental appearance next to the Sun ; consequently we have to notice Jupiter, M oon, 
and Pisces, what they generally signify— Jupiter denotes office o f trust— the M oon 
various occupations— we infer, that as the M oon is a moist planet, and located in 
Pisces, a watery sign, that the native would do well on the water, or as a publican 
in a seaport, a dealer in liquids, fluids, &c. Y et Jupiter has some influence over 
business—he will undoubtedly hold some office o f trust as a managing farmer— he 
would also do well as a farrier or brewer. H e will have an excellent period for suc
cess in business, and offers o f lucrative situation in his 25th year— in his 26tli, 27th, 
years he will certainly have an opportunity o f raising himself in  society, and putting 
himself into a position o f life that will be favourable for him as long as he lives.



68 Tim  ASTBO-PH1LOSOPHBK AND MBTKOKOLOU1ST.

M A R R IA G E .

Tho Moon in sextile o f Mars, from tlio house o f honor, and the latter in the house 
o f marriage, denote the native is sure to he married. The M oon occidental, Saturn 
ruler o f the 7th, and Venus not in the same sign as the M oon, are all declarations 
o f—not an early marriage. And t believe to a person two or three years his senior. 
She will be under Mars, bold and refractory, a true friend, an honest prudent wo
man, but desirous o f having her own way. T he planet Ilerschel on the 7th, and in 
quintile o f Luna, will tinge the wife with his property, making herself popularly 
useful, as he is in conjunction o f Venus, and the M oon being in quintile with that 
benefactress, a good housewife, and perfectly mutual affections. Her bodily ap
pearance will be middle stature, inclined to fatness, clear skin, brown hair, freckled, 
excellent features, and good proportion (GG and 67). There is a marriageable di
rection at the age o f 21 years, !) months, but as this is not a very early marriage, I 
believe he will not marry till the M. C. A  $ inuu., 25 years, G months, and ig)
$! d. d., or about the fall o f 1850.

CHILDREN.

The position o f the M oon will give a tolerable family, which appears to be chiefly 
g irls ; Mars, ruler o f the 5 th and 11 th, will not allow all the children born to live to 
maturity, more especially as Sol is not elevated in the 5th. Those that live to matu
rity will be affectionate, fortunate, and agreeable.

ON CONSENTANEOUS FRIENDSHIP AND ENMITY.

Mars and Venus are the chief rulers o f friends, and Mars in sextile o f M oon 
portends some warm friends, and the M oon in quintile o f Ilerschel, and Saturn iu 
gooil aspect o f Jupiter, will render the native some good and substantial friends, and 
that he will be generally beloved. W ith regard to enemies, the Dragon's Tail in 
the 12th, certainly promises plenty o f malicious foes, and Saturn being in the cusp 
o f  the 12th, manifests cause o f secret sorrow from oM persons, farmers, and hus
bandmen ; yet his friends will be numerous ; consequently he will have no fear o f 
sustaining any great injury ; beieare o f  religious liguts.

ON TRAVELLING.

T he M oon on the M . C. in Pisces, and in trine o f Mars setting, is a token of 
changes o f residence for the sake o f employment, usually these changes will happen 
unexpectedly ; but generally advantageously (451). The Part o f Fortune near an 
angle, the Sun cadent in Sagittary, will undoubtedly give one or two long journeys : 
andjas Jupiter is ruler o f the luminaries and iu trine o f Sol, the journeys will be 
agreeable, and from the position o f Jupiter they will frequently be profitable ; the 
journeys will generally be for speculations—notwithstanding the aforesaid signifi
cations, I do not see that the native will ever take any voyage.

THE KIND OF DEATH.

The M oon being liyleg will be violently afflicted by the anarctie Saturn (243), at 
the age o f 31 years, 4 months, 1856, will give consumptive habits, pain in the side, 
affections in the back and shoulders (177), but Ihe Ascendant to the body o f J u 
piter may save, but o f this I am very doubtful. I have warned him o f danger o f 
violent death. M oon with Markab, danger by violent stabs, cuts, or tire— and of 
these things I recommend the native beware.

EFFECTS OF ARCS OF DIRECTION.

A t 20 yrs. 1 mon. the M . ('. squares Venus, this direction will not be very detri
mental, although it will incline a female to speak evilly o f him and to malign his 
character, but her attempts will prove futile. In March, 1845, Asc. sextile Saturn, 
denoting gain, and some new acquisition in fanning or machinery, greatly to his 
advantage.

During the year 184G, August, M oon trine Venus, health o f body, pleasure, and 
is inclined to courtship. The Autumn will be a drawback on health and pleasure, 
danger o f thietes, and 1 fear some part o f the family afflicted ; but the Sun par. of
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Jupiter, will bring him him into notoriety, and he will have some pecuniary bene
fits, and all goes on well. Father and he contrive for benefit.

The twenty-th>rdyear is tolerably fortunate, although the early part o f 1847 will 
bring indisposition from the Ascendant and Saturn— but the Autumn will again 
bring pecuniary benefits—good speed and success, new employments, and probably 
a journey.

H it twenty-fourth year will not be so prosperous, and about July, 1S48, danger of 
a severe illness, which will threaten his life ; he must be careful of his expenses; 
very likely a disagreement with a clergyman, or other professors, yet he will over
come, and not be detrimented.

The year 1849 will be a busy one during the Spring and Summer, till July all 
things appear prosperous and satisfactory, many female friends, and benefits from 
respectable gentlemen. B u tin  harvest o f that year there is danger o f gun-shot; 
have nothing to do with firearms ; beware o f a dog, one I think that will be mad, 
but by care all this is prevented. Be careful not to quarrel.

Dtiring the years 1850 and 1851, till the Autumn o f the latter year, pleasure, 
marriage, increase o f income, inclined to be jovial and merry— friendship, a journey. 
Marriage about M ay, which I highly recommend.

A t the age o f  26 years, 9 months, extreme danger o f affliction both in body and 
mind, but will not endure more than a month, and in December o f 1851, happy, 
healthful, much respected, and may have a daughter born.

The twenty-eighth year is generally good ; in the Spring o f 1852, inflammatory 
action, health must be attended to— beware o f robbers— good for employment the 
fall of the year— many friends, much respected, and affairs prosperous.

In the year 1853, generally good till the Autumn, at which time danger o f loss in 
some thing connected with agriculture, building, and other undertakings, danger o f  
toss o f  money. D o not speculate.

The first half o f the year 1854 is extremely fortunate, unlooked for benefits, lias a 
child born, health, and happiness ; good for buying cattle, and is prosperous in  all 
fanning affairs. E xpect some gifts, and will have an excellent chance o f a situa
tion. But I am sorry to see this year will end rather gloomily : have nothing to do 
with writings, neither take any journeys, lend no m oney, and trust not to reli
gionists, for o f  all persons beware o f wolves in sheeps’ clothing.

The thirty-first year, 1855, all things prosper, health, contentment, prosperity, and 
happiness.

True it is, that one trouble seldom comes alone, for the year 1856 is certainly a less 
fortunate one, for now arrives a period replete with danger to life, beware o f acci
dents, falls, entanglements in machinery, & c.

The year 1857 is fortunate, health, wealth, prosperity, and happiness. The M oon 
rapt parallel of the Sun at thirty-two and a half years old, will put the life in jeo 
pardy, but I believe will speedily pass away, and from the succeeding arcs o f direc
tions I trust they will pass away unfelt, for soon will arrive one o f the most success
ful years o f his life, if he escape the afore mentioned evils. In 1858 lie will make 
purchases, inclined to pleasure, a child born, gain by bargains, also profit by some 
inheritance. Inclined to take journeys ; beware o f lawyers entrapping him, and 
have nothing to do with them at present. A  sure augmentation to his property.

The early part o f  his thirty-fifth year , 1859, gain by some honorable speculation, a 
busy time, death to a male part o f the family, unlooked for benefits, enter into new 
office, a son born, not well to purchase cattle, be mindful not to take to drinking.

The Summer o f  1860 will be o f an indifferent cast, troubles and much enmity, 
with frequent indisposition, although circumstances appear tolerable. 'la k e  care 
o f  health. There is no occasion for any alarm.

A t the age o f  thirty-eight and a half years the M oon arrives at a trine o f Mars, 
much domestic comfort, success to business; and the year 1863 will close with a 
change o f residence, or some alteration therein.

The fortieth year, family prosperous, with an increase thereof, a pleasant and 
bappy period, with general contentment.

In the Spring o f  1865 a fever, from cold taken in at the shoulders, connected with 
care o f cattle, yet pecuniary affairs look w e ll; religious females will speak evilly of 
him, and care must be taken with female sen ants.

Aged 41 years, 1 month, till 45 years, 9 months, will be operating evil arcs, giv
ing indisposition o f body to himself and family ; especially in Spring o f 1868, in
flammatory disease to the w ife ; but the Summer o f this year will be tolerable for 
travelling, and in pecuniary affairs. A t forty-four and & quarter years, affliction to
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the* legs, and some enem ies; and in tlie fall o f 1868, a loss by a gentleman, or a 
lawsuit, or a quarrel with bis landlord, or employer. Be careful in all these things.

In  September, 1876, are honor and happy removal, and bis children do w e ll ; 
general success, and many friends. Death o f relations in  Spring o f 18/2, and danger 
to wife, and it will be with difficulty that her life will be prolonged.

About Christmas, 1872, still illnesses in- the family, yet profitable, honorable 
friends and neighbours, willing and able to console and assist him ; and very pro
bably he will tube a journey, and will have a chance o f an excellent situation. 
From this time 1:11 the age o f forty-nine and a half years are most excellent direc
tions— the Sun sextile o f  Venus, forty-eight years, four months, health o f body, success 
to children, and they prosperous—the Sun sextile Jupiter, forty-nine years, two months, 
Spring, 1874, is one o f the best directions that can happen in most nativities, have 
employment, preferment, increase o f wealth, advantageous to his son, peace o f 
mind, and general contentment, with a cultivation o f religious feelings, and will be 
more than ever excited to make his peace, with that Being, before whom he must 
shortly appear, and to whom he u must give an account for the deeds done in the 
body, whether they he good or whether they be evil.”

The Moon rapt parallel to Mars, at the age o f forty-nine years, eleven months, will 
certainly undermine his health, and if he have survived the period mentioned under 
the head “  duration o f life,”  I believe this will be a forerunner o f the power o f 
death ; but o f this I find it prudent to be short— the residue o f his days will be at
tended with a mixture o f moderately good fortune, witli periods o f slight drawbacks 
till ho enters th a t11 bourn whence no travellers return.”  May he enter heaven.

57. IN F L U E N C E  OF T H E  M O O N  U P O N  D IS E A S E .

I have known, says Dr. Mead, (42) a young gentleman o f tender frame o f body, 
but otherwise healthy, who having once, by over-reaching, strained the parts about 
the breast, fell into a spitting o f blood ; winch, for a year and a half, constantly re- 
turned evert/ new Moon, and decreasing gradually, continued always four or five days : 
the fits being more or less considerable, according is his management about that 
time contributed to a greater or less fullness o f the vessels.

It is most certain, tint epidemic fevers arc caused by some noxious qualities o f  our 
atmosphere; and, therefore, it seems reasonable to suppose that such changes as 
produce those ellects may happen in it, in all seasons, by the influence o f  the Moon. 
And this is confirmed by lia/nassini in his Treatise o f the Epidemic Constitution, 
o f  the years 1692, 1693, and 1694, in the city and neighbourhood o f Modena. 
During these three years a very contagious purple fever reigned. And it was worthy 
o f observation, says he, that the disease raged more violently after the fu ll Moon, and 
especially in the dark quarter; and abated upon the appearance o f the new Moon: 
as not only I , but other physicians here constantly observed, and this observation 
was o f great service both in prognostic and cure.

W hat happened January 21st, 1693, was very surprising. For the Moon having 
been eclipsed that flight, the greater jtart o f the sick died about the very hour o f the ecliuse: 
and some were even struck with sudden death. And the learned Bat/onius relates 
a fact of the same nature, where he says, that some physicians having met on the 
case o f a lady o f quality; while they were actually in consultation, a solar eclipse was 
at hand. W herefore, as they thought the patient in no imminent danger, they went 
out to view the eclipse, hilt they were soon called hack, upon the lady’s fainting 
away, the very instant it began, and she did not recover her senses till the eclipse 
was quite over.

I f  physicians had formerly been acquainted with wlmt I have laid down on the 
Moon's influence, I make no doubt hut a much greater number o f facts o f this kind 
would occur in the histories o f epidemic diseases, than we find recorded at present. 
T o those already mentioned, let me add one m ore, which is more interesting upon 
account o f the subject o f it. it was our great genius and excellent philosopher, the 
lord high Chancellor Bacon, viscount St. Allans, who had this peculiarity in his con
stitution, that at every Lunar eclipse he suddenly fe ll into a swoon, though he did not 
*>o much as think or even know o f the eclipse, and did not recover till it uas ended.

That the fits o f the asthma are frequently periodical, and under the influence o f 
the M oon, and also o f the weather. Van Jlelmont takes notice from his own expe
rience. And Hir John Floyer, who has given us a more particular history o f this dis
ease than any other author, observes, that the Jits usually return once in afort night, and 
frequently happen near the change o f th/‘ Moon. P r . Mr.Al>.
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N A T I V I T Y  OF M R . J O H N  N O R W O O D , N O T T IN G H A M S H IR E .

FIGURE X IX .
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ARCS OF DIRECTION'S.

©  body o f S aturn ............
©  body o f Saturn zodiac 
(¿ )  lialf-sq. Venus zodiac 
Asc. sesquisq. Mars zodiac 
Part o f Fortune par. g  . 
f i )  half-square Venus d.d. 
©  balf-sq. Jupiter d. d. 
Asc. trine Saturn mundo

0 ' y . M. O t V. 'i .
18 17 18 5 ©  sesq. Jupiter con. . .  21 19 21 -j
18 43 18 8 M . C. par. Herschel zod. 21 41 21 6
18 48 18 9 A sc .  sesq. Sol m u n d o .. . .  22 1 21 11
19 31 19 5 M . C. sesq. Sol mundo . .  22 1 21 II
19 42 19 7 M. C. semisquare 2  zod. 21 9 22 0
19 56 19 10 f i  square Herschel zod. 22 9 22 4
20 24 20 3 Asc. sesq. Mercury m un. 23 0 22 10
20 57 20 10 M . C. half-»q. Ç m u n d o.. 23 0 22 10
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© 'p a r .  Mercury mundo 23 14 23 i 0  n  Jupiter con.............38 U 37 6
. .  sextile Herschel . . . .  28 17 23 i Asc. sesq. Saturn zodiac - 88 21 37 8
O  par. Herschel zod iac .. 24 1 23 10 M . C. A  M oon zodiac . .  89 9 38 5
©  half-sq. Saturn d .d . . .  24 57 24 8 M . C. par. Jupiter zodiac 39 20 88 7
M . C. oppos. h i zodiac . .  25 8 24 U M . C. par. c? zodiac . . .  39 24 38 8
Asc. square 111 zodiac . .  25 12 24 11 Part o f Fortune □  ?  . . .  39 31 38 10
P arto! fortune Bq. © . .  25 27 25 3 M . C. trine ©  iuundo . .  39 58 39 2
©  square Saturn con. . .  25 39 25 5 Asc. sesq. Saturn mundo 40 25 39 8
A sc. par. ©  zodiac ____25 48 25 6 M. U. half-Ll fp mundo 40 25 39 9
0  quintile ©  zodiac . .  25 56 25 8 0  ha lf-f] f} con............ 40 30 39 9
Asc. sesq Mars m undo. .  26 21 26 i M. C. quintile 0  zodiac 40 32 39 9
M . C. semisquare $  m un. 2ti 21 26 i 0  R. P. (M ....................40 33 39 9
fJ) sonare Jupiter d. d . . . 27 2.9 27 o C\f) It. P. M ercury........... 40 5 40
Asc. Bq. ©  zodiac............27 40 27 4 M . C. sextile 0  mundo 41 27 40
M . C sextile 0  zodiac. .  27 59 27 8 Asc. quintile Herschel . .  41 31 40 S
©  half-square '2 zodiac 28 0 27 8 M . C. quintile Ö zodiac 41 34 40 9
Asc. sesq. Venus zodiac 28 27 28 1 Asc. Bq. Venus .............  41 36 40 10
Part o f  Fortune □  0  - - 28 35 28 3 M . C. sextile ÿ  m u n d o .. 42 22 41 6
M . C. sextile 5 zodiac . .  29 3 28 8 ©  R . P. M a r s ................  42 27 41
Asc. Bq. 5 zod ia c ............29 8 28 9 M . C. liody o f 2(. zodiac . 42 82 41 8
Part o f Fortune par. $  . .  29 12 28 10 M. C. body o f l(. m undo. 42 45 41 U
M . C. lialf-sq. 1} zodiac . 29 23 29 0 ©  own ha lf-O  mundo . .  48 3 42 0
f j )  Bq. Jupiter con..........29 30 29 1 M . C. par. ©  zodiac ____ 43 41 42 9
Part o f Fortune 29 .'12 29 O M. C, par. ^ zodiac . . . .  44 29 43 6
©  square Venus con. . .  JO 12 29 10 M . C. sextile b  zod iac .. 44 5 / 44 0
Asc. quintile 7L zodiac . .  .'10 .'il ■30 i Asc. Bq. ©  m u n d o ____45 26 44 6
0  oppo. Herschel zodiac 81 12 30 9 ©  sextile Jupiter zodiac 45 28 44 6
M . C. sextile $  zodiac . .  .'Il 37 31 2 0  square ©  z o d ia c ____45 54 44 11
Part of Fortune sesq. J-jJ 82 9 31 8 M . U. sextile ($ m undo.. 46 4 45 1
Asc. □  Herschel zodiac .'12 31 32 0 Part o f Fortune □  (5 . .  46 39 45 8
Part o f Fortune □  $  . .  .‘l.'l 0 32 6 ©  K. P. V e n u s ..............46 50 45 10
G) half-H  Jupiter zodiac .'l.'l 1 32 6 0  half-square Venus con. 47 18 46 3

88 2 ¿O
Part o f Fortune par. h  .'14 11 33 7 Part o f Fortune h a lf-n  48 54 47 9
Asc. Bq. $ m undo............84 ,87 34 0 Asc. Bq. Venus mundo . 49 4 47 11
(J) D  Saturn con.............85 22 34 9 M. C. quintile Venus zod. 50 12 49 1
Àsc. sesq. Venus mundo .’Iti 2Ï 35 9 ©  trine Herschel d. d. . .  50 18 49 O
M . C. sem iQ  Venus m u n ..')(! 21 35 9 0  own half-!- ] zodiac____50 33 49 5
©  f l  Mercury con.......... .'17 24 36 9 ©  quintile Jupiter . . . .  51 8 49 n
M . C. sextile Venus zod. 87 59 37 4 0  semisqnare $ zodiac . .  51 41 50 0
0  square @  d. d..............88 8 37 6 ©  trine Saturn con.......... 52 57 51 9

STATURE AND B0D1I.Y APPEARANCE.

The last face o f V irgo, which produces a person o f middle stature, full oval fa co  
complexion moderate, high forehead, and a very pleasant face, with a little colour! 
Mercury in conjunction o f Sun will make him have dark eyebrows, and hair in
clined to be dark, yet pleasant looking, altogether a pleasant and genteel looking 
person.

QUAT.ITY OF THE MIND.

The place o f Mercury is governed by Venus, and she in conjunction o f Saturn, 
while Mercury is in conjunction o f Mars and Sun in the fixed sign Taurus, near a 
mundane trine o f the A scendant; these positions and configurations will make the 
mind skilful, active, yet obstinate, and somewhat rash. The Moon in sextile o f 
Venus and trine o f Jupiter make him temperate, sociable, friendly in intercourse, 
open minded, liberal. Again, Jupiter in parallel o f Mars, and the latter rules the 
M oon, who is in sextile o f Venus and Saturn and trine o f Jupiter, the last in eleva
tion, will certainly influence the mind to be venerable, pious, self-acting, and calcu
lated for government. As Saturn rules Herscliel, and the former in elevation, the 
mind will also be sober, grave, profound in opinion, laborious, hater o f crime, though 
avaricious, and fond o f money.
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HURTS, INJURIES, AND DISEASES.

Neither the 1st, 6tli, nor 7th are afflicted, I consider there will be no external 
blemishes nor bodily infirmities.

FORTUNE OF WEALTH.

The Part o f Fortune, Sun, and M oon angular, in trine to Jupiter, and iu sex- 
tile o f Venus ruler o f the "2nd, and the Sun is elevated, the native « il l  have con
siderable fortune in obtaining wealth. The ruler o f the 2n d ,. Venus, in conjunc
tion o f Saturn, and they in sextile o f Jupiter, denote gain by means o f buildings, 
agriculture, or any thing connected with minerals, ( A rcana , 397). Again, Jupiter 
with Part o f Fortune, in good aspect, sextile with the M oon, and she angular, and 
Jupiter elevated, give riches by means o f patrimony, legacy, or by office o f trust 
(A rca n a , 33.S).

DURATION OF LIFE.

Tlie Sun Giver o f I.ife, and he meets with a semisquare o f Saturn converse ; and 
rapt parallel of the M oon, at the age o f 39 years, ‘J m onths; and will be next t> 
a miracle if he live over that period, though it is possible that he may s o m  e tuat 
time, and live until the Sun arrives at his own semisquare, beyond which 1 see 
little hopes o f  surviving that periiM, aged 49 years, 5 months. The kind o f death 
is found under the Arcs o f Directions.

FORTUNE OF RANK.

The M oon angular, in a masculine sign, in trine of Jupiter, and sextile o f Venus 
— Mercury in conjunction o f Sun and Mars, they being in mundane trine to the 
Ascendant, are all testimonies o f popularity, and also o f respectability, with much 
activity. Venus in conjunction o f Saturn, and the unfortunate node o f Moon so 
near the cusp o f the house o f honor, dignity, and trade, are indicative of loss o f 
honor, and slander. Nevertheless, the configurations and positions are such as will 
ultimately lead to wealth and profit; and as Mercury is very near tli.» parallel de
clination o f Mars and Jupiter, the native will be able to contend against difficulties 
¡*ud ob-tacV-s, and maintain a tolerable degree o f respectability in the world. T he 
Part o f Fortune in conjunction o f  Jupiter, and Sol par Jupiter, are good for wealth.

QUALITY OF EMPLOYMENT.

Mercury roles the mid-heaven, and is in conjunction with the Sun and Mars, 
while the M <>on makes application to a s *\tile ray o f Saturn, and a trine o f  Jupiter; 
at the same time the Moon is partly ruler o f the mid-heaven, from which I  ju dge 
the native will not he subject to any subordinate occupation, but if he he employed 
at all, he will superintend b<>th liis own affairs and those o f others, and have a good 
deal in command, in which he will he generally successful, to his own advantage.

M AR RIAGE.

In consideration o f this subject I shall notice first, the house o f marriage is ruled 
by Jupiter, to which planet the M oon applies by a trine aspect from the 7th and 
11 tli houses, which, according to Ptolem y, will provide a wife who will be u deco
rous and economical.”  A s a  secondary consideration, I  look to  Venus, who is af
flicted both by Saturn and Mars, a rather unfavourable position, so far as mutual 
agreement is concerned, as it would produce jealousy at times, but will have a ten
dency to produce a provident, econom ical, and industrious wife. Although the 
M oon and Venus are configurated with several planets, which would argue more 
than one wife, yet I conclude there will be but one, and that the other configura
tions would point to other acquaintances and connexions. For the time o f mar
riage, see Arcs o f Direction#. M arry in hU 26th year.

CHILDREN.

W ith regard to children, most o f the significators an* in barren signs, while the 
Dragon’s Tail is on the 10th—the majority o f testimonies are in favour of barren
ness, but as the M oon u  in trine o f Jupiter, sextile o f Saturn and V enu s: they in
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sextile to Jupiter. Tw o or three children will be given, as the Mona, ruler o f the 
10th, is in good aspect o f fruitful planets. A child horn at near '20 years o f age, 
under a good aspect o f the luminaries— another.iu his 98th year.

T R A V E L L IN G .

In  consideration o f this subject we shall notice first, the M oon, who is descend
ing, is 4 symbol o f journeying. Many planets cadent from the zenith is an addi
tional testimony o f the native taking.long journeys at intervals. For the times o f 
those journeys, see Arcs o f Directions. L et the native be cautious whenever he 
travels, as he will be in danger o f loss o f property, as Venus and Mercury are af
flicted. See Directions for times o f Journeying.

FRIENDS AND- ENEMIES.

W ith regard to friends, the native will have some who will be respectable and 
respect'd , and in whom he may trust, and be benefited: they will be substantial 
and honorable.. As to enemies, I see no particular affliction from any, but the na
tive will have annoyance from relations, and individuals in the family, for M ars, 
ruler o f the .Ifd, .afflicts Venus, his siguificator. Further, lie may expect annoy
ances from relations, both o f bis own family and that o f his wife ; and it would be 
well not to let one family interfere with the affairs o f the other, and always keep  
aloof from too great a familiarity in each other’s private affairs, else theie will be 
perpetual discord, from backbiting and tattling interference.

DISEASES OF THE MIND.

Mercury in trine o f Herscliel and trine o f the Ascendant, are testimonies o f the 
native possessing liis right mind. Y et Mars, in conjunction o f Mercury, will, under 
feverish attacks, to which the native lias a predisposition, sometimes be affected in 
tlie brain, during the height o f fever. Mars, ruler o f tlie 8tli, and afflicting the 
hyleg, will be productive o f a liability to fever. The M oon hastening to set would 
be somewhat a serious consideration, but being in good aspect o f Venus, Jupiter, 
and Saturn, in elevation, authorizes me to conclude that the gentleman will always 
be possessed o f his right m ind—except slight delerium under the crisis o f fever.

EFFECTS OF DIRECTIONS.

A t 18 years,.'! mouths, the Sun came to the body o f Saturn, which denoted death 
to the father, and as the Sun is hyleg, tlie same aspect gave danger o f a severe and 
almost fatal illness to the native.

A t IS years, 9 month, the M oon came to aspect o f Venus, which would shew 
also disease to the female part o f the family. A t tlie fall o f 1S-14, the Part o f For
tune in par. o f Mars, gave loss by thieving servants, or robbery o f thieves, and 
danger o f lire in the house.

From 1!) years 10 months, to 20 years, 4 months, the luminaries will lie in ill 
aspects to the benefies, bringing danger o f dishonor from females, and during the 
Slu ing o f 1845, I recommend him to be aware o f dishonor from friends. After the 
above period, till lie arrives at 21 years, benefits by agricultural pursuits, and fortu
nate in his farm.

The Summer o f 184(i is not so favourable ; let bim be aware o f  disease on the 
liver; also, have nothing to do with writings or lawyers, as he would be a loser 
thereby. About November, some unexpected success in liis undertakings, now 
speculate, make bargains, and speculate.

From March, 1847, till March, 1848, are several untoward directions to tho 
angles, producing affliction, which is likely to befall the m other, by means o f fire ; 
be mindful o f all money matters: I fear danger o f squandering property by means 
o f females, and pleasure procedures.

Tlie 24th year has the luminaries to aspect o f Herscliel, many friends, and the 
planet Jupiter transiting his own place in the 11th, about August, 1848, will cer
tainly be productive o f good, prosperity in all liis agricultural pursuits. Herscliel 
on the cusp o f the 8th, and in parallel of Sol, danger of accident and sudden death 
in the family during the Autumn 1848, and Spring 1849.

A t 24 years 8 months, beginning of 18/>0, the Moon in half-square o f Saturn, 
with tho angles afflicted by Herscliel, and Saturn on M oon ’s place, ill health is
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threatened, with great affliction in the head— it will he well to keep from all intoxi
cating liquor, and to look well to his affairs. Middle o f the Summer o f 1850 slight, 
pecuniary benefits from wife or other female relations. But the harvest o f this year 
will he operative to the detriment o f his purse ; but the M oon parallel o f the As
cendant, preferment and ga in ; and i f  he he not married before, this will bring 
marriage and some money advantages, as Jupiter will then he transiting the 2nd 
house about Christmas, and beginning o f 1851.

After May, 1851, which will endure a whole year, Mars afflicts the angles, not 
well to take journeys, great danger to health, a fever and inflammatory action about 
the neck and throat.

In  the Autumn o f 1S52 much prosperity and honors, many friends, and most 
things go on well, except the constitution, which will be rather delicate and indis
posed ; travel not.

Aged 28 years, 3 months, great danger o f loss o f m oney— do not lend money to 
any friend, for it will be lost.

From  harvest, 1853, till 29 years o f age, all things go on well, journeys, prosperi
t y ,  and happiness.

Spring o f 1854 1 fear will he tending to lo ss ; take no journeys, neither have any 
thing to do with bonds or securities. Fall o f  the year, annoyances from females.

Aged 31 years, 1 month, more healthful, and time o f contentment, an improve
m ent o f health, and some good friends.

The Autumn o f 1855, death in the family, dishonor from some town officers, and 
danger o f dishonor in an unexpected way.

Summer o f 1856, good luck, gain by business, and in buying and selling. Y et 
the year 1857 will be detrimental to bis buildings, about Christmas thievish servants, 
and liable to be robbed on the highway— the same may be expected at 324 years o f 
age ; let him look well to his property.

Spring o f 1858, some benefits bv lands or hom es— but about the end o f this year 
be careful in all agricultural speculation  and bargains.

Near the age o f 34 years, good for changes o f residence and undertaking new 
farms, property, or selling cattle, See.

A t 34 J year-», Moon square Mars will affect his health, inflammation in the head 
— live temperately— beware o f fire, cuts, kicks, bites, and gun-shot—danger o f a 
severe fall.

Fram the age o f 354 to 36$, take no journeys— death o f  a female— have no nego
tiations with lawyers,- nor writings, beware o f scandal and fraudulent attempts iu 
all bargains.

A t 374 years benefits from females, and probably a legacy, prosperity in the 
fam ily, given to mirth, gaiety, and pleasure.

The 3Sth year will bring danger o f death, and disputes with a parson, with loss of 
property. After this period, i f  he live orer this time, arrives a fortunate, happy, pros
perous, honorable time, till he arrive at 38 years 9 months— u make hay while the 
Sun shines.”

A t .'18$, danger o f being wronged out o f some bills and book debts, «and more 
especially by females and labourers— look well to property, and to the security o f the 
premises, ns I anticipate great danger by fire and tlie death o f cattle.

Summer o f 1864 is a good direction for the increase o f fortune— prosperity in his 
affairs, and called upon to hold a public office. But 1 fear great anxiety connected 
therewith, and I recommend him not to accept o f the oiler, as it will lead him into 
many unavoidable annoyances.

Aged .‘14$ years,'take care o f health, for there will be serious indisposition among 
the family, pains in the head, weak eyes— do not travel any.

From  his 40th birth-day till he arrive at 42 years o f age, honors, prosperity, many 
religious friends, with increase o f wealth.

T he Summer o f 1867, the M oon arrives at her own semisquare, at which time he 
may expect troubles, losses, and changes. But an happy period is fast arriving, 
"h e n , at the beginning o f 1868, till the end o f 1870, nothing appears to go wrong, 
every thing to his desire, plenty o f this world’s goods, children do well— business 
very flourishing, cattle fruitful, crops good and luxuriant— -journeys pleasant and 
advantageous— wife and friends agreeable— health improved and established— these, 
o f  course is to be understood, that he has escaped the grave in his 39th year.

Spring o f 1871, m oney matters will receive a check— and it will be well for him 
not to speculate in buildings, and look after his domestics— the female part do well, 
and one of his family settled in the world, and if a daughter she may marry.
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Autumn o f this year, affliction in the back, corrupted blood, scrofula ; no ferment
ed liquors must be taken, wear flannel.

From  the age o f 4t>$ years till nearly 48, be should take no active part in any 
new undertakings, speculate not—lend no money— accede to no bonds.

From 48 to 4!).j, all things appear to go on well, and be fast forgets bis former 
sorrows, be receives some unlooked for benefits.

End o f the year 1874, I fear will bring a dissolution— indeed, I  do not see it ne
cessary to calculate beyond that time, as 1 anticipate death between 50 and 51t 
years o f age. About which time I trust be will be ripe for the scythe o f death, and 
be like a ripe shock o f corn, ready to be cut down and gathered into the garner of 
God— and to jo in  the blood-washed throng, at the harvest o f the world, when angels 
shall shout. “  harvest hom e.”  Am en.

“  F A C T S  A R E  S T U B B O R N  T H IN G S .”

FIGUltE XX.

The following questions were asked by Mr. B E N J A M I N  ROOSF., carrier be
tween Newark and Sheffield, lives nt Kneesal, near Oiler ton, Nottinghamshire, 
who is willing to satisfy any of my Nottinghamshire readers with the truth o f  tins 
all'air— therefore none will be able to say that it is forged, ike.

Shall I  be able to find my lost dog f
Jupiter is signiticator o f the Querent.
Sol, ruler o f the (1th, denotes the Dog.

Sol, significator o f the dog, is hastening to a sextile o f Jupiter, the owner there
of, astrologically demonstrates the dog and his master should meet agsiu. Further, 
Mars, the natural signiticator o f dogs, is strong in his own house, in sextile to the 
Sun, and trine o f the Querent, is a further corroboration that the dog would be 
found— therefore, I did not hesitate to m y the uilt te Jaunt.
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W here is the dog ?
Sol, liis ruler, in the house o f friends, simply declares that he is at the residence 

o f one o f your friends, in a southern direction— and there he found him— although he 
had been to that friend’s house, and could not find him, only an hour previously.

W hen shall I  f in d  him ?
A s  the Sun has less than a degree to go before he meet with the benefic ray o f 

Jupiter, I said, if you were to stay in the town till to-morrow you will find him. 
But as the QuereDt lives nearly 40 miles from Sheffield, he must go out o f the town 
in  a few hours— then you will find him next week at your friends, ami so he did.

•58. T H E  -U T IL IT Y  O F  P R O G N O S T IC  A S T R O N O M Y .

Prescience by astrology is possible under certain adaption ; and that, alone, it 
will atlord premonition, as far as symptoms in the ambient enable it to do so, o f all 
such events as happen to men by the influence o f the ambient. These events are, 
from their commencement, always in conformity with the spiritual and corporeal 
faculties, and their occasional affections; as well as with the shorter or longer du
rations o f those affections. They are also conformable with other things which, 
•although not actually seated in man’s immediate person, are still absolutely and 
naturally connected with him :— in connexion with his body they are applicable to 
his estate, and his conjugal cohabitations ; in connexion with his spirit, they relate 
to his oflspring and his rank ; and they are also connected with all fortuitous cir
cumstances which may occasionally befall him, (sircana, fl.'lfi).

That the foreknowledge o f these can be attained has already been demonstrated.; 
and it remains to speak o f the utility o f the attainment. First, however, let it be 
said in what respect, and with what view, it is proposed to draw advantage from 
this science;—if it be considered, in its tendency, to promote the good o f the mind, 
no object more advantageous can surely be wanted to induce the world to rejoice 
and delight in it, since it offers an acquaintance with things divine and human : if 
it hi- considered in respect to the benefits it is capable o f conferring on the body, 
its utility, in this view also, will be found, on comparison, to excel that o f all other 
arts conducive to the comforts o f life, for it is o f  more application and service than 
all the others together. And, although it may be objected to the art o f prescience, 
that it does not co-operate towards the acquirement o f riches or glory, let it also be 
remembered that the same objection attaches to every other art and science; since 
there is not one which can, o f itself, produce either riches or glory, nor yet is there 
one which is, on that plea, deemed useless: it seems, therefore, that the science o f 
prognostication, with its high qualifications and its aptitude to the most important 
objects, does not, in any greater degree, deserve to be condemned.

In general, however, the persons who attack and reprobate it as being useless, 
do not pay due regard to the manner in which it becomes necessary ; but deny its 
utility on the specious argument, that it is superfluous and puerile to attempt to 
foreknow things which must inevitably come to pass: thus considering it in a mode 
at once abstracted, unlearned, and unfair. For, in the first place, this fact ought 
to be k«pt in view, that events which necessarily and fully happen, whether exciting 
fear or creating joy , if arriving unforeseen, will ever overwhelm the mind with 
terror, or destroy its composure by sudden delight; if, however, such events should 
have been foreknown, the mind will have been previously prepared for their recep
tion, and will preserve an equable calmness, by having been accustomed to contem
plate the approaching event as though it were present, so that, on its actual arrival, 
Jt will be sustained with tranquillity and constancy.

In the next place, it must not be imagined that all things happen to mankind, 
as though every individual circumstance were ordained by Divine decree and some 
indissoluble supernal cause; nor is it to be thought that all events are shewn to 
proceed from one single inevitable fa te , without being influenced by the interposition 
o f  any other agency. Such an opinion is entirely inadmissible ; for it is, on the 
contrary, niost essential to observe, not only the heavenly motion which, perfect in 
its divine institution and order, is eternally regular and undeviating; but also the 
variety which exists in earthly things, subjected to, and diversified by, the institu
tions and courses o f  nature, and in connexion with which the superior cause operates 
in  respect to the accidents produced, (60).
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It is further to be remarked, that man is subject, not only to events applicable 
to his own private and individual nature, but also to others arising from general 
causes. H e suffers, for instance, by pestilences, inundations, or conflagrations, 
produced by certain extensive changes in the ambient, and destroying multitudes 
at once ; since a greater and more powerful agency must, o f course, always absorb 
and overcome one that is more minute and weak. In great changes, therefore, 
where a stronger cause predominates, more general affections, like those just men
tioned, are put in operation, but alFections which attach to one individual solely 
are excited when his own natural constitution, peculiar to himself, may be over
come by some opposing impulse o f the ambient, however small or faint. And in 
this point o f view it is manifest that all events whatever,, whether general or parti
cular, of which tin' primary cause is strong and irresistible, and against which no 
other contrary agent has sufficient power to interpose, must, o f necessity, be wholly 
fulfilled ; and that events indicated by a minor cause must, o f course, be prevented 
and annihilated, when some other agency may be found contending for an opposite 
e ffe ct ; if, however, no such opposing agency can be found, they also must be ful
filled, in due succession, to the primary cause. Nevertheless, the fulfilment o f 
events thus indicated must not be ascribed solely to the vigour o f the cause pro
ducing them, nor to any inevitable fa te, but rather to the absence o f any opposing 
influence capable o f prevention. There is no fatality, only to fools. And thus, 
with all things whatsoever which trace their cause and origin to nature, the case is 
exactly sim ilar; for stones, plants, animals, wounds, passions, and diseases, all will 
o f necessity operate on man to a certain degree ; and they fail to do so, i f  antidote« 
be found and applied against them. H ence, the use o f m edicine, (Arcana , 237).

In exercising prognostication, therefore, strict care must be taken to foretel fu
ture events by that natural process only which is admitted in the doctrine laid down 
in the A rcana; and, setting aside all vain and unfounded opinions, to predict that, 
when the exiting agency is manifold and great, and of a power impossible to be 
resisted, the corresponding event which it indicates shall, without antedotes, take 
place ; and also, in other cases, that another event shall not happen when its ex
citing causes are counteracted by some interposing influence. It  is in this manner 
that experienced physicians, accustomed to the observation of diseases, foresee that 
some will be inevitably mortal, and that others are susceptible of cure.

'11ms, when any opinion is given by the astrologer with respect to the various ac
cidents liable to happen, it, should be understood that he advances nothing more 
than this proposition ; viz. that, by the property inherent in the ambient, any con
formation o f it, suitable to a particular temperament, being varied more or less, 
will produce in that temperament some particular affection. And it is also to be 
understood that he ventures this opinion with the same degree of confidence, as that 
which a physician may declare that a certain wound will increase, or grow putrid ; 
or a man acquainted with metals say that the magnet will attract iron. For neither 
the increase nor putrefaction o f the wound, nor the m agnet’s attraction o f iron, is 
ordained by any inevitable fair, although these consequences must necessarily follow, 
in due obedience to the first principles o f the existing order o f nature, when no means 
o f //re rent ion can be found and applied. The m agnet loses its properties on iron when 
coated with garlic. But, however, neither o f these consequences will take place, 
when such antidotes shall be presented as will naturally prevent them :— and a 
similar consideration should be given to the predictions o f the astrologer:— because, 
i f  garlic l)e rubbed on the magnet, iron will experience no attraction ; and if  proper 
medicines be applied to the wound, it will cease to increase or putrify. And, 
therefore, all events which happen to mankind take place also in the regular course 
of nature, when no impediments thereto are found or known : but again, on the 
other hand, if any impediments or obstructions be found in the way o f events which 
may be predicted by the regular course o f nature to happen, such events will either 
not take place at all, or, if they should take place, will be much diminished in their 
force and extent. A ll this is consistent with free agency.

The same order and consequence exist in all cases, whether the events have a 
general or only a particular operation ; and it may therefore well be demanded, 
why prescience is believed to be possible as far as it regards general events, and 
why it is allowed to be serviceable in preparing for their approach ; while, in parti
cular instances its power and use are altogether denied. That the weather and the 
seasons, and the indications o f the fixed stars, as well as the configurations o f the 
M oon, affords means of prognostication, many persons adm it; and they exercise 
this foreknowledge for their own preservation and comfort, adapting their constitu
tions to the expected temperature, by cooling and refreshing things for the Summer,
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:vml by warm things for the W inter. They also watch the significations o f the fixed 
stars, to avoid dangerous weather, in making voyages by sea ; and they notice the 
aspects o f the M oon, when at the full, in order to direct the copulation o f their 
herds and flocks, and the setting of plants or sowing o f seeds : and there is not an 
individual who considers these general precautions as impossible or unprofitable. 
Still, however, these same persons withhold their assent to the possibility o f apply
ing prescience to particular cases; such, for instance, as any particular excess or 
diminution o f cold or heat, or from the combination o f other properties; nor do they 
admit that there are any means o f guarding against many o f these particular cir
cumstances. And yet, if it be clear that persons, who prepare themselves by cool
ing tilings, are less atfected by any general heat o f the weather, there seems no 
reason for supposing that a similar preparation would not be equally effectual 
against any particular conjuncture oppressed by immoderate heat. It  appears, 
however, that this idea, o f the impracticability o f attaining fore-knowledge o f par
ticular circumstances, must originate solely in the mere difficulty o f the acquire
m ent ; which difficulty is certainly rendered peculiarly arduous by the necessity o f 
conducting the enquiry with the greatest accuracy and precision: and to this it 
must be added, that, as there is rarely found a person capable o f arranging the 
whole subject so perfectly that no part o f the opposing influence can escape his 
attention, it frequently happens that predictions are not properly regulated by due 
consideration o f that opposing influence, and the effects are at once considered fully 
liable to be brought to pass, agreeably to the primary agency, and without any in
tervention. This defect, o f not sufficiently considering the opposing influence, has 
naturally introduced an opiniou that all future events are entirely unalterable and 
inevitable. But, since the foreknowledge o f particular circumstances, although it 
may not wholly claim infallibility, seems yet so far practicable as to merit consider
ation, so the precaution it affords, in particular circumstances, deserves in like 
manner to be attended to ; and, i f  it be not o f universal advantage, but useful in 
fe ,v instances only, it is still most worthy o f estimation, and to be considered o f 
no moderate value. O f this, the Egyptians seem to have been well aware ; their 
discoveries o f the great faculties o f this science have exceeded those o f other nations, 
and they have in all cases combined the medical art with astronomical prognostica
tion. And, had they been o f opinion that all expected events are unalterable, and 
not to be averted, they never would have instituted any propitiations, remedies, and 
preservatives against the influence o f the ambient, whether present or approaching, 
general or particular. But, by means o f the science, called by them M edical M a
thematics, they combined with the power o f prognostication the concurrent secon
dary influence arising out o f the institutions and courses o f nature, as well as the 
contrary influence which might be procured out o f nature’s variety; and by means 
o f these they rendered the indicated agency useful and advantageous ; since their 
astronomy ]>ointed out to them the kind o f temperament liable to be acted upon, as 
well as the event« about to proceed from the ambient, and the peculiar influence o f 
those events, while their medical skill made them acquainted with every thing suit
able or unsuitable to each o f the effects to be produced. And it is by this process 
that remedies for present, and preservatives against future, disorders are to be ac
quired ; for, without astronomical knowledge, medical aid would be most frequently 
unavailing ; since the same identical remedies are not better calculated for all per
sons whatsoever, than they are for all diseases whatsoever.

59. A S T R O L O G Y  still T R I U M P H A N T .

E jc nihilo nihil Jit.
Out o f nothing nothing can be made.

But for the actual existence o f truth in its principles, Astrology must long since 
have succumbed to the despotic laws which press it down. Trampled on by the ig 
norant, suffering

The world’s dread laugh
Which scarce the firm philosopher can stand,

opposed by the press, punished by the law, frowned on by the clergy, what, but
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truth alone, can have maintained its existence for three thousand ¡/ears. I f  it were 
entirely fa lse, as its enemies declare, it would hardly have lived so long. Tacitus 
declares, that “  Astrologers were prohibited by law from R om e, (by the jealousy 
o f the A ugurs), but yet were always courted to it.” The church has thundered its 
anathemas and papal bulls against i t ;  the French, for ages, inflicted even corporal 
punishments fortlie mere writing a prediction o f the weather; in England, numer
ous astrologers have been hanged for predicting future events; and all this severity 
is directed against what is pretended are merely the fiction o f imagination.

I f  it is pretended that this is to guard the ignorant against imposition, it would 
be equally just to prohibit the writing a medical prescription. Thus men, who are 
wholly ignorant o f even the element o f the art, practically condemn Thales, Ptolem y, 
Horace, Kepler, Sir Alias Ashmole, Sir Christopher Heydon, and Lord Bacon, as 
impostors !— with thousands o f other great and good men, who have believed and 
practised astrology. Its advocates may be content to be ranked with such fools, 
and such impostors. These laws pay a compliment tie the science, however, as they 
presuppose its truthj and acknowledge its reality.

Although the spint o f despotism has often driven astrology into the hands o f base 
and ignorant m en, she still lives to unfurl her triumphant pennon over the grave of 
that foul spirit in the coming era o f free-doin. Passed through the alembic o f open 
examination, the science will again revive; and I  do not despair that, before my 
aged bones have m ixed with their mother earth, it will be seen that Astrology loud
ly claims the attention o f men o f science. H er motto is Resurgam  !

Z edkiei ., 1832.

60. A S T R O L O G Y  versus F A T A L I T Y .

“  I watch the wheels o f nature's massy plan 
And learn the future by the past, o f man.”

“  Persons ignorant o f the principles o f Astrology, allege, that it teaches fa'aHty, 
and therefore overthrows a providence." This is false. Ptolemy justly taught tb it 
‘ ‘ the planets do influence, but do not compel." “  Had the Egyptians,”  says lie, 
“  been o f opinion that all expected events are unalterable and not to be averted, 
they never would have instituted any propitiations, remedies, or preservatives against 
the influence of the heavens.”  Certainly n ot: for if all events were fa ted  to ’occur 
o f necessity, these would be useless. W e believe that a certain influence acts upon 
all nature, but that the will o f man is fr e e  to withstand, and not forced  to obey, that 
influence. A  man may be born with a dispotitian for drunkenness, but he is not 
obliged to drink to excess. All men are, however, fa ted  “  once to die.”  N or is this 
any impeachment o f God’s providence, because it is truth;  and, in like manner, men 
are destined, or fa ted , to suffer all those evils which human prudence could not avoid 
or mitigate, and we may rely that, in this sense, chance can do nothing, and that

“  Whatever is, is right.”
Zgtiunr.L, 1832.

61. S P R IN G  Q U A R T E R , 181.'!.

A n d  J o se p h  sa id  u n to  h is  h rs th rcn , W o t  y e  n o t  th at su ch  a  m a n  a s  I cun  C E R T A IN L Y  tluine.
(Jt‘ iu*sin, x lv .  IS .

Government grants attempted to the Colonial and Indian 11 N egro Drivers.”  
Agitations in Parliament: Sir Robert still retains office. The League is very 
prosperous, and has thousands o f converts to its interests. W hile Mars is passing 
through Capricorn, the ruling sign o f India, the territories o f the Puujaub will he 
scenes o f bloodshed, and the Great Conjunction o f 1842 will now be operating in 
M exico, India, Circassia, Arabia, Turkey, Ireland, Russia, Sweden, Persia, Po
land, and many other planes ruled by C a n ricm i and Aquarius, and their oji/mife 
signs. Many earthquakes abroad, especially in the first week o f June, 1K4.’>. A f
fliction to the efforts of O ’C onn el; and Oxford disturbed. For more predictions, 
see Meteorologist for April, May, and June.
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62. A S T R O -M E T E O R O L O G Y .

BY W. H. WHITE, ESQ., M. 8. 6., M. M. S.

Astro-M eteorology, its N ature, Objects, and Usefulness, with a few  Practical Obser-' 
cations and useful Demonstrations o f the A gency o f  the Planets and Comets in the E lec
trical conditions o f the Earth’s Atmosphere.

Before entering immediately upon the nature, objects, and utility o f  this import
ant branch o f physical research, it will be proper to premise a few general obser
vations.

As it is the business o f Natural Philosophy to investigate the nature and proper
ties o f all substances, whether in the gaseous, the fluid, or the solid state, as they 
actually exist around us ; so it is the province o f Astro-M eteorology to treat 
o f the supposed connexion o f the Planetary and Cometary bodies With one another, 
and their mutual influences upon each other: hence, the truths o f this branch of 
Physical Science depend entirely upon matter o f fa c t, or such truths only as are 
learnt from daily observation, and continued experim ent; and they are, therefore, 
such truths as could never be arrived at by reasoning only, however powerful- soever 
it might be, or how long soever continued.*

The truths o f mathematics might possibly be discovered by a person having the 
requisite talent and perseverance, were he shut up in a room, and supplied with tho 
necessary instruments, writing materials, Sec. ; but he never would be able to dis
cover, under similar circumstances, one o f the fundamental or physical properties o f 
m atter; therefore, to become acquainted with the natural, or physical constitution 
o f bodies, we must observe what changes are daily taking place amotig tire objects 
around us, and by constantly making experiments, we shall be enabled, in a great 
measure, to discover what physical properties bodies, both near and at a distance, 
actually have, agreeably to their ordination by the great and wise Creator, in order 
to their fully answering the great objects for which they were created ; hence, 
A stro-M eteorology  is a most extensive, interesting, and useful branch o f phy
sical research; for, while Meteorology is a term used to designate that branch o f 
Physical Science which calls upon us to observe, to register, to classify, and to com 
pare the various, the varied, and the ever varying phenomena o f the Earth's Atm o
sphere ; so Astro-Meteorologv is the term given to that branch of physical enquiry, 
which enables us, by  daily observation, to observe, to record, to classify, aud to 
compare the seeming connexion which the various phenomena o f the Atmosphere 
appear to have with the positions, motions, physical constitutions, and nature o f 
the light, as direct from the Sun, and reflected from the M oon, the Planets, and 
the Comets, that make up our Solar System. Astro-Meteorology is, therefore, a 
most extensive and important branch o f Physical Science, as it purposes to investi
gate, upon philosophical and scientific principles, the nature and constitution o f the 
Sun, the Planets, aud Comets, and their respective influences upon each other 
throughout the Solar System. This enquiry further involves the seeming influences 
o f  those distant orbs over the Animal and Vegetable kingdoms o f our globe ; an 
enquiry o f the most agreeable character to every one whose nature is not base and 
grovelling. This sublime study, therefore, cannot fail to ennoble the minds o f 
those who steadily pursue it, as it will bring them, as it were, into immediate con
tact with infinite W isdom and Majesty, and thus exalt the human character, refine 
its nature, and impress with the stamp o f Divinity, God's noblest work, Man .

Persons might be found, and probably some among the readers o f this paper, 
who would be ready to affirm, that the study o f A stro-M eteorology is eminent
ly calculated to lead the mind o f its votaries to Atheism ; this notion can only pro
ceed from narrow minds. Hear w hat the celebrated Lord Bacon, the father o f in
ductive philosophy, the man who raised science with a master’s hand, and placed on 
a firm basis ; yes, he whom the Poet has so quaintly described as the “  greatest, 
wisest, meanest o f mankind,”  says, “ It  is an assured truth, aud a conclusion o f 
experience, that a little, or superficial knowledge o f philosophy may incline the mind 
o f man to Atheism, but a farther proceeding therein doth bring the mind back again 
to Religion.'' Hence, he who studies nature with a reverential feeling, and a full 
conviction o f the wisdom, the power, aud tho goodness o f the Creator, unhesita
tingly exclaims,

“  The voice o f Nature is the voice o f G od.”

• See Muuth'.v Mewtenper, iium* 96, A. D. 1S42.
M
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Solomon, the wisest o f men, said, “  W isdom is better than strength.”  Eccles.
ix. 16.

The student o f nature, who studies the works o f creation with a well directed and 
philosophic mind, finds, as he advances into the Arcanum of Creation, that

------------------------------------ “  there is
A tongue in every star, that talks with man,
And woes him to he wise."

L et us take a glance on the other side o f the picture, and gaze on him who gives 
up his mind to a state of ignorance and heathen darkness—on him, who scarcely 
brings any o f his faculties into use, except those o f the animal propensities— in such 
a one, we see an object, in a far worse condition than the brute, or the meanest 
reptile that he treads upon, because he is responsible to the Creator o f all things for 
his conduct. Such a one is weak and imbicite in the extreme, while he who pos
sesses “  knowledge,”  possesses “  power.”

Hut it may, with equal emphasis he said, knowledge is truth ; and if so, then the 
right use and application o f knowledge is human happiness here, and if happiness to 
individuals, the diffusion o f scientific and useful knowledge must promote the ge
neral and substantial welfare o f mankind, and hence our motto—

“  Truth shall triumph.”

Astronomy is one o f the most ancient, and one o f the most perfect, o f the prac
tical sciences. It  can be traced back to the earliest periods o f history. The first 
use made o f Astronomy was to measure the parts o f the year, and the return of the 
seasons ; then the division o f time into months, days, and hours. “  T o  every thing 
there is a season, and a time for every purpose under the heavens.” Kectrs. iii. o.

The present application o f Astronomy,— and one o f equal importance with those 
above named, is the return o f Meteorological phenomena, as regards the seasons 
o f the year,— which application o f the sublime Science of Astronomy is designated 
Astro-M eteorology. lien ee,

“  Stars teach as well as shine.”

This branch o f Physical Science is founded upon the recurrence o f certain plie- 
noraena, attributable to certain influences which the celestial, or rather the Planet
ary and Cometary bodies appear, from long and uninterrupted obs. n  ations, to have 
upon the electrical conditions o f the Earth and its Atmosphere.

“  These are a book wherein we all may read.”

The air is, o f all the elements with which man has yet becom e acquainted, the 
most necessary to otir existence. It  ¡b by means o f the atmosphere that respiration 
is carried on, and it is by the Anima materialis, deriving its nourishment from the 
air, that the divine portion o f man, the soul, is kept in a stato o f unity with the 
body. Hippocrates has stated, that “  a change o f the air is the cause o f the most 
terrible distempers ami epidemic diseases, by which hundreds o f mortals are hur
ried into another world, and which arises from no other cause than the malignity of 
the air, for the circulation o f the blood bears a direct proportion to the state o f the 
air, and health bears a direct proportion to the state o f the blood .”  (4d and lu ).

Astro-M eteorology, then, leads to the enquiry, how, or by what influences are 
these changes o f the air produced P

T o  answer this enquiry, a glance at those heavenly bodies that compose the Solar 
System will be necessary. And, first,

TH E SUN, ©.

“  Great source o f day ! best image here below 
O f thy Creator, ever pouring wide,
From world to world, the vital ocean round.”

The Sun, the central star o f our System, the great source o f light, heat, and 
electricity. But the Sun would neither produce light, heat, nor electrical display»
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to oar earth, were it not for the atmosphere that surrounds it.* The cloudless sky, 
at noon day, now so bright and blue, would present a black appearance, except the 
places occupied by the Sun, planets, comets, and stars, which would be visible by 
day as well as at night, nor would objects around us be visible upon which the di
rect beams o f light did not fall. Can we doubt, then, but that at the hour o f deepest 
g loom , “  the witching hour o f n ight,”  many o f the Solar influences are transmitted 
to the Earth in an infinite number o f reflections, yet so modified in power as to be 
imperceptible to us, or incognisable to our senses, yet acting with great power upon 
the atmosphere, in which “  we live, and move, and have our being.”

A  severe atmosphere and a temperate air contribute greatly to carry on the animal 
functions with ease and tranquillity, and thus preserve the body sound and vigorous.

-----------------------------u  A ll nature moves
B y certain laws that rule the vast machine 
In  each degree o f change, and speak a power 
That gives it motion, and directs the parts 
T o their respective ends ; for things inert 
Could never act without a living soul 
T o  give them energy. W ere it not so,
The orbs o f heaven would cease to roll, the air 
Forget to breathe, and earth refuse to yield 
H er various fruits.” --------------

The objectors to the power o f reflected light will argue the impossibility o f bodies 
placed at so vast a distance from the Earth and Sun, as the planets and comets are, 
having any influence upon the earth and its atmosphere.

u W hen we survey yon circling orbs on high,
Say, do they only grace the spangled sky ?
Have they no influence, no functions given 
T o execute the awful will o f Heaven ? ”

Does any one doubt the influence o f the Sun upon the temperature o f the air, or 
o f  the M oon upon the waters of the ocean ? W ere space a complete vacuum, the 
objection might have some weight with the sceptics, but modern philosophy has 
taught man, that space is filled with a rare, but imperceptible medium, which ex
tends over all nature, fills all space, and enters freely into all bod ies; its nature 
bears close analogy to the electric fluid, and hence acts as the conducting medium 
between the bodies composing not only the Solar System, but probably the bound
less universe, the very

“  Frontiers o f the Creator’s dominions.”

Astronomers tell us that the etherial medium is so extremely raret that it offers 
no resistance to the planets and comets in their progress in space ; yet I consider it 
is neither irrational nor nnphilosophical to conceive, that the various planets in their 
motions, whether annual or diurnal, may give to this rare medium a wave-like m o
tion, which m otion, from the extreme rarity o f the fluid, will continue, like the 
waves made by plunging a heavy substance into a lake o f still water, following each 
other in rapid succession, and continually expanding their dimensions in every di
rection, till they come in contact with some denser medium ; that is, this wave-like 
agitation produced on the etherial fluid, either by the motion o f the planets or by 
the light reflected from them, goes on till it comes in contact with the atmospheres 
o f the different planetary bodies, which are constantly and uniformly traversing 
apace, and fonni : various angles with each other and th • Sun. And as the atmo
spheres o f the various planets are o f ditferent magnitudes, densities, and specific 
gravities, it will not be doing violence to philosophy to conceive, as we have not yet 
been able actually to demonstrate, the electricity o f the earth s atmosphere may

• L ig h t w a s  o n  th e  e a rth , o n  th e  first da y  o f  th e  cre a tio n , a c co r d in g  to  th e  M osa ic  a cco u n t  (Genesis 
i. 3 .) ,  h ut the S u n , fr o m  w h ich  lig h t  em a n ates , is  n ot in e n t l lied  a s  cre a te d  t il l  the_fouWA d a y  (Genesis 
i. I S , !(? .)  ; th e  fou r th  da y  w as th e  d a y  on  w h ich  th e  firuu>m*nt% o r  a tm o sp h e re , w as cre a te d , o r  c o m 
p le ted  in  its c o m p o n e n t  p a rts , w h en  th e  Sun w ou ld  ilrst b e co m e  v is ib le  to  th e  E a r th , ju s t  a t  th e  t im e  
w h en  v e g e ta tio n  re q u ire s  its  g e n ia l in flu en ce .

t  S ir Isa ac N e w to n  s ta t ic  it ns h is op in ion  that the e th eria l flu id  is se v e n  h u n d re d  th ou sa n d  t im e s  m o re  
ra re , o r  lig h te r , than  aUin*spheric a ir.
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becom e disturbed in proportion to the magnitude, density, velocity, and <iuantity o f 
reflected light from the several planets and comets o f the Solar System ; and that, 
that agitation is quite capable o f producing those varied results we witness in the 
changes o f temperature, pressure, wind, electric currents, and other atmospheric 
phenomena ; nay, to the same source too, I think it neither presumptuous nor tin- 
philosophical to ascribe the fertilizing shower, the refreshing dew, the gentle 
zephyr, the pinching frost, the lightning's vivid flash, the thunder’s awful roll, the 
destructive storm, the devastating hurricane, the overwhelming earthquake! all, all 
are the results o f those powerful electrical agents, acting in accordance with the 
laws established in the Counsels o f Creative W isdom , for the advantage o f all 
organized creation.

--------------------- “  Canst thou perceive
H ow causes operate P what latent springs
Move Nature’s works P Kuow'st thou what round» the hail,
Or points the flaming dart P how the hoar-frost 
Is form’d o f pearly dew P how icy chains 
Restrain the fluid piass P”

T he Solar System is hut a small fraction o f the whole machinery o f the universe; 
the construction o f which is by  an Architect who is both omnipotent and omnis
cient, and hence the works o f iiis hands are so complete, that they can never get 
out o f order, or require1 any new adjustment.

A s the Solar System itself is but an atom amidst the myriad o f systems that make 
up the vast universe, “  whose centre is everywhere and circumference nowhere,’1 
is constructed upon principles o f wisdom, harmony, and perfection, it is not pos? 
sible, so far as human intelligence can reach, for any portion o f that system to be 
c u to ff  or destroyed, without deranging the w hole; and in this way, I feel fully 
assured, philosophers must look at the whole machinery o f creation, before they ran 
pronounce that one portion o f it is not dependant upon another, by some physical 
agency, not yet cognisable by puny man.

“  W here ends this mighty building ? where begin 
The suburbs o f creation ? where, the wall,
W hose battlements look o ’er the vale 
O f non-existence? Nothing’s strange abode !
Say at what part o f space Jehovah dropp'd 
His slackened line, and laid his balance by P

Creation’ s dominion extends throughout the infinite regions o f space, and is g o 
verned, supported, and regulated, by the* wise laws o f H im

“  Whose mighty arm sustains the poles 
On which the huge creation rolls."

Philosophers are all agreed that the M oon has an influence over the waters o f 
our globe ; and if this really is the case, ltd ns look at the medium through which 
her influence is communicated. She is placed far above the reach o f our atmo
sphere, and,

“  O ’er heaven’s clear azure spreads her sacred light,”

yet her f/iodtu o f operation must he first on the etherial fluid, or that invisible some
thing that fills all the spaces between the planetary bodies, next on our atmosphere, 
which is so much more dense than the all-pervading fluid, and lastly on the waters 
themselves. N ow , these effects o f the M oon are not only visible twice in every 
twenty-four hours, hot they are allowed by a l l : and yet there are many persons to 
he found who admit the M oon ’s influence, hut deny it in toto that another foreign 
body, Jupiter, for example, which is more than three hundred times the magnitude 
o f our Earth, or more than sixty-two thousand times the size o f the M oon, has any 
influence at all upon even our atmosphere, and yet, these objectors tell us that 
Jupiter revolves

“  W ith mighty state, the rival o f the Sun.”
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A s regards the absurdity o f the case, one is just as absurd as the other ; it is very 

evident there is something that influences nature’s movements, and whether that 
something is electricity, the power o f gravitation, or some other subtle medium, it 
does not destroy the argument.— I will now endeavour to shew, that whatever power 
it is that acts, emanates from Planetary as well as Solar influence, or is co-incident 
with Planetary aspects, and further, that it is the same invigorating medium, that, 
alike sustains the proudest lord o f the creation, and the meanest that he treads 
,upon.

Milton says,

----------------------*------u These soft fires*
N ot only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
•Of various influence, foment and warm,
Temper, or nourish, in part, shed down 
Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth— made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the Sun’s more potent ray,
These, then, though unbeheld, in deep o f night 
Shine not in vain.”

Can we then doubt, but that the Creator, in his wisdom, bestows his greatest 
blessings on mankind through the medium of these his celestial agents, whose por 
tent influences are conveyed to our planet, by the all-pervading medium,, the subtle 
Liberia] fluid, and hence, not only do we fe e t  his omnipotence, but we discover his 
.omnipresence, and adore his omniscience. The more we contemplate his works, 
the more manifestly do we discover that minuteness o f care, with which the above 
attributes o f the Creator, equipoise, conduct, and sustain, through countless ag^s, 
those beautiful orbs that compose our System, as well as those countless worlds that 
roll round the mighty centre o f the universe, the abode o f Deity, in obedience to 
his will, created to answer far nobler purposes than to be gazed on by the inhabi
tants o f this u lower world.”

u  Canst thou think, poor worm, these orbs o f light,
In  size immense, in number infinite,
W ere made for thee alone, to twinkle in thy sight ?”

N o, the heavens and their mighty host were called into existence for the plea
sure o f the Creator, and hence we can exclaim, with the divine Poet,

u  Great and marvellous are thy works.”

11 Thou hast made heaven, the heaven o f heavens, with all their hosts, the earth, 
and all tilings therein, and the host o f heaven worshippeth Thee.”

It  appears, then, from the foregoing views o f physical research, that the action i f  
Planetary influence consists in the maintenance o f a universal circulation o f vitallic 
principles by ceaseless transmissions o f renovating properties through the agency o f 
organized bodies, from which may be naturally inferred,

F irst, That every organized body possesses its exclusive and inherent properties, 
the nature o f which depends upon the materials o f which that body is composed, and 
the particular form  in which those materials are organized.

Sectmdly, \Vhen the properties o f any two organized bodies, how close soever may 
be their affinity, differ, they cannot exhibit an identity o f nature ; and,

Thirdly, I t  has not yet been discovered that any organized body can exist in an 
insulated state, because, no organized body can administer to its own exclusive 
wants, and also, because every organized body has wants in proportion to its pecu
liar modifications. H ence, then, reason plainly demonstrates that diversity o f organ
izations must produce diversity o f inherent properties; therefore, the greater the 
number o f organizations that are brought into active operation, the greater will be 
the diversity o f inherent properties, and consequently the more powerful will lie the 
universal invigoration. N ow , then, it follows, that as every celest al or planetary 
Unly forms an integral part o f some specific number o f celestial or planetary bodies, 
\vhich are constantly, from their peculiar organizations, administering renovating 
vitallity to one another, so there is a mutual interchange o f their inherent proper
ties being constantly carried on, which power, incontestibly proves, that by a su-

• Th<* Planet» and Comets.
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preine agency or design is constantly undergoing its accomplishment, a work, which 
Omniscience only could conceive, or Omnipotence carry into execution. Such is 
the nature o f Planetary influence, and such the mighty agencies constantly in oper
ation : the universe is its theatre— universal agency its active principle, and cease
less renovation its grand object.

T H E  M O D E S  O F P L A N E T A R Y  A C T IO N .

----------------------------“  Come, let us view
Once more the matter in fair prints o f light,
And then let reason judge.”

The modes o f planetary action forms another highly interesting and important 
investigation, for it illustrates, in the most clear, simple, beautiful, and pleasing 
manner, though upon a minute scale, the all-pervading vitallic principle which 
governs and upholds, not only the Solar System, hut the universe itself.

I shall endeavour, very briefly, to shew that the Planets and Comets, o f our sys
tem, diffuse their renovating agencies to each other, each planet interchanging in
tegral portions o f  its own elementary or physical properties, for the integral and 
physical properties o f each other jdanet and comet o f the system, consequently their 
concentric courses round the Sun, are being constantly crowned with plenteousness, 
with beauty, and with health.

“  A ll are but parts o f one stupendous whole.”

The mode o f action may ho thus defined. During the mutual combinations con
stantly taking place among the planetary bodies, owing to their different velocities, 
they form certain angular distances towards each other, and towards som e other 
celestial body, as the Sun or M oon, and these angular positions are called aspect*. 
It has been found, from long and uninterrupted observations, that at these ['arti
cular angular distances, interchanges o f mutual planetary influences take place ; 
hence, it will appear evident that three bodies are required to form an aspect.* 
Physical Astronom y, or Astro-M eteorology, then tests the just appreciation o f tho 
power o f each aspect, in order to assist the observer in forming atmospheric or 
u-entlicr predictions.

It has been fully determined by observations, that the more direct the especial 
angle, the greater is the influence of the aspect.

Aspects an* divided into three clusses, according to their respective powers or 
forces: 1st, The Solar, or tho most powerful aspect*; 2nd, The Lunar, or less 
pow erful; and, .'trd, The Mutual, or least powerful aspects.

The most powerful among the aspects, whether Solar, Lunar, or Mutual, are, 
1st, the conjunction and opposition ; 2nd, the square, the sextile, and the trine-t

Relative course action o f  the planets, too, should also be taken into consideration, 
for the Earth, during her revolution round the Sun, must move in some angular po
sitions which some o f tho planets occupy— or it must move along, or in the same 
direction, and consonant with, for a short time, the.course o f some one or other o f 
the planets, or it must movo remotely, contrary to the courses o f some o f the 
planets¡J and hence, the greater or less influences, according to the inherent pro
perties o f each planet.

The Sun is the sourco o f light, heat, and electrical currents, qs before stated, and 
hence he possesses the greatest [lower o f any planet o f our Sy stem.

“  'Tis by the secret, strong, attractive force,
A s with a chain indissolubly bound,
T hy System rolls entire.”

The cubical contents o f tho Sun aro nearly one million four hundred times those

• In  th e  g a lv a n ic  b u ttory  a  th ro e -fo ld  a g e n c y  Is re q u ire d — th e  p os it iv e  a n d  n e g a t iv e  en d s o f  th e  b a t 
te ry , w h ic h , w h e n  ta k e n  sep a ra te ly , a re  p a ss iv e , b u t  w h e n  b ro u g h t  in  co n ta c t  w ith  the th ird , o r  c o n 
n e ct in g  s p e n t , th o  a ct ion  e x h ib it 'd  is su b tle  in  o p era tion  b u t g ig a n t ic  in  e ffe c t .

t  F o r  th e  d iffe ren t a sp ects , and  th e  sev era l e iie cts  o f  each  p la n et, w ith  the Su n , the M o o n , a n d  a m o n g
th e m s e lv e s , ace S itn ru on ito 's  C e lestia l P h ilo so p h y , M e te o r o lo g is t , A c .  -w h e n ...... .. is js ir t icu ls r ly  stated
fo r  a ll sea son s o f  th e  y ea r .

I  T h e  s itu ation s o f  th o  P la n e ts  fo r  e v e ry  da y  o f  th e  y e a r , in ny  b e  ta k en  fro m  th e  M e te o r o lo g is t , or  
o th e r  K p b em eria .
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o f  the Earth, or upwards o f five hundred times the contents o f all the Planets and 
Satellites o f the System which it governs ; and the light emanating from it has been 
estimated to be equal to about 6525 candles, at one foot from the eye."

Mercury, the nearest planet to the Sun, its distance being nearly 37 millions of 
miles, its quantity o f light and heat will be found to be nearly seven times that o f 
the Earth ; Venus twice that o f the Earth, and so on, for the rest o f the planets in 
the System.

The limits o f this paper will not allow o f my going into the calculations, the 
reader is therefore referred to Sir John Herschell’ s Astronomy.

The utility of Astro-Meteorology consists in being, in a great measure, enabled to 
foretell the daily changes o f the weather, from the positions and aspects o f the 
planets; but to do this, much time is required, long continued observations are 
necessary, and the planets’ places, motions, whether direct, retrograde, or station
ary, the zodiacal signs through which they are moving, their declinations, & c., 
must be well understood ; then similar results to the following may be obtained. 
In  1739 there was a great frost for nine weeks— Saturn and Herschel, the exterior 
and" refrigerating planets, were in northern declination, and in aspect to the mighty 
Jupiter. In  the severe frost o f 1789, Jupiter was moving in Cancer; Herschel in 
T-eo, in relative cause action, and in aspect with Saturn in northern declination. 
In  ! 785, during a fen weeks frost, Jupiter was in Aries and Herschel in Cancer, or 
square aspect, and Saturn in aspect to both Jupiter and Herschel. These positions 
approached very near to the positions o f the same bodies at the end o f last year, 
and the beginning o f 1S45, only that Saturn, last W inter, had south declination, 
and Jupiter and Herschel north, or the reverse o f the positions o f 1735, and the 
frost, during the past W inter, has continued nearly four months. These periods 
have also been accompanied with drought, aided probably by the comets o f July 
1314, and January 1345; for comets are found to produce heat and drought in 
tlieir approach to the Sun, or perihelion points, and the re-action o f cold on their 
departure from the Sun and our System.

A  long and interesting paper might be written on this important and useful 
branch o f Astro-M eteorology, as it is so intimately connected with the changes o f 
climate, with heat, drought, cold, and various disastrous consequences resulting 
from their influences.

But I must conclude this brief essay, by noticing those deluging rains in 1341 
and 1842, when Jupiter and Saturn, from their conjunction in southern declination,, 
and aspect— the effects o f which will long be felt upon our globe.

In 1342, all the planets, iu the Autumn, had southern declination, and the 
general belief w m  that deluging rains would follow this absence o f the planets from 
our own hemisphere, such belief was wrongly founded, and probably because tlie 
mighty planets Jupiter and Saturn were not either in conjunction or any other 
aspect.

The influence o f planetary action over the temperature o f the air may readily be  
determined, for the temperature rises with Mars and Jupiter in Solar, Lunar, or 
Mutual aspect, aud bills with Saturn and Herschel in like aspects.

\V. H . W H IT E .

• T h e  q u a n tit ies  o f  li-ih t a n d  hea t e n jo y e d  b y  a n y  o f  th e  P la n e ts  is  ex p la in e d  u p on  th e  prin cip le  o f  “  th e  
S u n  b e in g  a b o d y  o f  u n co iw u i i ■ !,r e , * a n d  th a t a l l  th e  p la n eta ry  a tm osp h eres  are s im ila r  iu th eir  c o n 
stitu en t parts to  o u r  a tm o s p h e r e . A n d  ; It h o u g h  th is  is  n o t  co r re c t , it  g iv e s  a  g o o d  a p p ro x im a tio n  to  the 
tru th .

T h e  m .n le  o f  ca l u la tion  is , th a t l ig h t  a n d  h e a t  b e in g  as th e  sq u a re  o f  th e  d ista n ces  o f  th e  reqn in*d  
b o d y  from  th e  lu m iu  at-* b o d y — h e n ce , th e  lig h t  a n d  h e a t  o f  th e  p la n ets  a re  to  the sq u a res  ot th e ir  d is
ta n ce s  from  th e  Sun.
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DIED OF CONSUMPTION.

F I G UR E  X X I .

i9 2 °'5 r .

Planets T?
B ecli. 23 0 10 10

^  <? ©
23 6 25 9 11 52

?  $? ©
14 57 19 40 26 7

A sp ects.

1. Ascendant body o f Herscliel.
2 . Mars opposition o f Hörschel.
3. Jupiter sextilu Saturn.
4. Sol conjunction Venus.
5. M oon s 'squisquare Saturn.

(i. M oon biquintile Herscliel.
7- Herscliel half-square Mercury. 
S. Jupiter half-square Venus.
9. Mercury sesq. Mars.

To this figure the Ascendant is hi/leg, and is afflicted by the body o f Herscliel, and 
opposition o f Mars— the M oon is also afflicted by a parallel with Mars, and in ses- 
qmsqunre o f Saturn— the Sun has also a parallel with Saturn. Here we find all the 
vital points afflicted, with the M oon in the 8th, in. Cancer, ruling the chest! Hut the 
Sun 111 conjunction o f Venus, and the Ascendant in zodiacal quintile o f Venus, 
saved life over infancy. ( Arcana, 254).

Ascendant opposition o f Mars, 9° 46 ', which reached to M ay, 1828, at which time 
his father died— mother and sister dangerously ill.

Sun square Herscliel in Zodiac, and Venus conjunction o f M oon, secondary mo
tion, in April, 1833, himself very i l l ; the physician said he would d ie ; but it was 
foretold ho would recover then.

Ascendant semisquare Saturn, 19° O', agreeing with 20 years 3 months, and in 
June, 1838, after a lingering illness, he died o f a consumjition from Saturn in Pisces. 
(See Arcana, page 44, also N o. 187).
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S H E F F IE L D  A S T R O -P H IL O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y , 

Established M arch 4M, 1843.

FIGURE XXII.

N o. 365.
The following judgm ent is the best that was given on the questions, and the An

swerer is a M ember o f  the Royal College o f Surgeons, London, and Member ol the 
above flourishing Society— aud is now an eminent Physician in full practise. V ie  
could, have some confidence in placing our life in  hi» hands—because he is a 
searcher into'the Arcana o f  Nature.

Ascendant and lord thereof signify the sick person.
The 6th house and lord thereof, the planets posited therein, together with tlio 

M oon and the sign she is in, signify the disease.

I f l i a t  is m y  disease ?
T he sign ascending not being afflicted by the presence o f any planet, save 

the segMu¡square o f Mars, we must look to the 6th house and see if  it be afflicted.
Capricorn is on the cusp o f the 6th, with the Moon therein in her detriment, 

having lately separated from the evil rays o f Mars and applying to those o f Saturn.
Saturn, lord o f the 6th, in US’  angular, and a fixed sign, significator o f the dis

ease, would afflict the Querent with pains in the jo in ts—swellings or (edema o f the 
legs—-short troublesome cough— in fact, a disease which will be o f some duration, 
and difficult o f cure.

Saturn, lord o f Gth, in "th  house, shews the disease to be occult, or rather diffi
cult, o f  a correct diagnosis. Moon in the 6th, in Y f ,  is a significator o f rheumatic 
pains in the knees. The * : o f Jupiter would probably cause pains in the head and 
throat from coughing. M oon lately having separated from the evil influence o f 
Mars would signify the blood to be In an inflamed state— the liver engorged with
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Mood and Idle, and the querent to be labouring under an attack o f yellow jaundice, 
unless medical aid had been resorted to in time.

It also signifies in addition to disease o f  the liver, that there is ulceration at the 
base o f the'right lung, and a tendency in the constitution to pthisis.

M oon applying to evil rays o f Saturn signifies that the querent would be afflicted 
with fever— oppression at the pit o f the stomach, attended with nausea and vomit
ings after food— pains especially in the night, and in the recumbent position— pain 
in the right hypochondnuin. Sesquisquare o f Mars to Ascendant would shew a 
tendency to pericorditis or dropsy o f the pericardium. 1 should say, the querent 
was labouring under (rheumatic) pains o f the joints, and swelling, or (edema o f the 
lower extremities, occasioned by disease o f the liver and base o f the right lung, at
tended with a tiresome congh— nausea and vomiting, brought on by cold taken 
probably* after violent exercise.

Saturn, lord o f  the 6tli, in a fixed sign, shews the disease incurable : M oon in Ttf 
may signify that at times great relief may be obtained from the use o f proper 
medicine».

Shall I  recover ? IVKcn ?
There are testimonies that the querent will not recover; but it is difficult, I 

should think, to decide on this point. The lord o f 8th in an angle peregrine, and 
both Moon and lord o f Ascendant cadent, presage mortality. The lord o f fcth is an 
iufortune. A fixed sign on the 4th prolongs the sickness.

Moon applying to sextile o f Her sell el and Jupiter mtiy prolong or mitigate the 
disease, but will not probably save life, coining within the terms o f Saturn, lord o f 
the 6 th, which, perhaps, when the Sun meets the body o f Saturn, in about 19 
months, may terminate the days o f querent.

T he age o f tU* querent is not mentioned.
The 2nd face o f  rising, shews one o f a middle stature, good features, clear 

skin, flaxen hair, grey eyes, full habit o f body. In aspect to Herschel would give 
(in addition) a strutting gait, stiff corpulent person. Jupiter also, high forehead, 
veneration large, moral faculties well developed, reddish or auburn heard and whis
kers. Opposition o f Saturn to Ascendant render the constitution o f the native o f a 
bilious character— phlegmatic temperament.

AS TO T H E  TUKATMI2NT

It huff better be left in the hands o f a respectable well educated practitioner, so 
tliat each symptom may be palliated as it arises.

(>:h JO S E P H  was an  A S T R O L O G E R .

When Joseph’s brethren had been down to E gypt'to buy corn, “  and when they 
were gone out of the city, towards their home, ftnd yet far off, Joseph said unto his 
steward, U p, .follow after the men : and when thou dost overtake them, say unto 
them, W herefore have ye rewarded evil for good I* Is not this it in which my lord 
driuketh, and whereby indeed he mv'lNKTIf Genesis xliv. 4, /». These passages 
evidently and i neon trovertably prove that Joseph “  did indeed dtt'ine," or prognos
ticate* future events, and that ho certainly’took delight in the interpretation o f the 
positions o f the heavens, and that he was not afraid, but took a pleasure in the 
work, knowing that he was “  learned in the learning o f  the Egyptians for, in the 
Uiih verse o f Genesis, 44th chapter, he says, to his brethren, when they were 
brought back to him, a  What, indeed is this that ve have done P wot ye not that 
such a man as /  can o r c t fT A lN L Y  divine f ”  44 W ot' ye not”  did ye not perceive, 
that such ;i jut son as I (having such a cup, on which the twelve Zodiacal Signs are 
engraven arnnnd, and the positions o f the heavens marked out) would accurately 
and attentively look into it, and see all that ye were doing. This cup is considered 
by all philosophical and erudite Com men tutors, to have an horoscope engraven upon 
it, and then, when brought into use, the place and positions o f the planets inserted, 
by which the ancient Astrologers, and those especially o f the different monarch», 
foretold events. The Persian poets, to this day, are full o f allusions to this cup, 
which, from its property o f representing the whole world, and its transactions, >> 
styled, by them, jam  jehnm  ninni, u the cup shewing the universe:' and to tin*
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intelligence received by it, they attribute the great prosperity o f their ancient 
monarch*, as by it they understood, says D r. Clarke, all events, past, present, and 
to come. B y this we see that the art o f the. divining cup still exists, and in the very 
same country too in which Joseph formerly ruled. And according to the Hebrew, 
“  Is  not this it out o f which my lord drinkcth, and in which he inspectcth a c c u r a t e l y  ? ”  
evidently shewing the truth there is in Astral Philosophy.

Joseph is also said to have patronized and taught Astrology in Egypt, and is said, 
by Diodorus, to have been the author o f  an Astrological work, called li The Aphor
isms o f Hermes, the Egyptian, for the Chaldeans in Babylon being colonies o f the 
Egyptians, became famous for Astrology, having learned it from the priests o f 
E gypt.”

Astrologers are charged with infidelity, yet who would charge Joseph with infi
delity— others charge Astrologers with imposition, but who would call Joseph, 
Melancthon, and thousands more o f  good, learned, and holy men, with imposition 

•or infidelity P Luther was also an Astrologer, but who would say that he was op
posed to revealed truth. Astrologers are called “ cheats.”  Judge Hale was an 
Astrologer, and predicted his own death, but who would venture to call him a 
“  cheat.”

Joseph also understood the natural art o f interpreting dreams, and lie appears one 
o f the first that understood the right interpretation thereof. W e find him inter
preting the dreams o f Pharaoh’s buttler and baker, Genesis ch. xl. ver. 8 to 19 ; 
which interpretation was literally fulfilled as he interpreted. A lso he accurately 
interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams, Genesis ch. xli.

A ll J(*seph}s brethren were interpreters o f dreams, for we find, in Genesis ch. xxxvii. 
ver. 7, 8,— Joseph says to his brethren, u behold we were binding sheaves in the 
field, and, lo ! my sheaf arose, and also stood upright: and behold ! your sheaves 
stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.”  Here his brethren soon in
terpreted this dream, for they said, u Shalt thou indeed reign over us f  or shall thou 
indeed have dominion over us ? ”  This dream was rightly interpreted by them— for 
he did certainly u reign over them" in Egypt.

Old Jacob also understood the prognostics o f dreams. F or Joseph dreamed 
another dream, which was astrologirally explained, as there were astro philosophical 
symbols employed in the dream : u Behold, I have dreamed another dream, and, 
heboid ! the sun, and the m oon, and the eleven stars made obeisance to me* Ami 
he told it to his father and to his brethren.”  Genesis xxxvii. 10, 11. Jacob soon 
knew the meaning o f this, as he was an Astrologer, as we shall hereafter prove ; for 
he said, shall I , and thy mother, and thy brethren, indeed come lo bow (linen our- 
selves to thee to the ea rth ?'1 Yes, certainly they did some years after this: read 
Genesis ch. xlvi. ver. 29, for its fulfilment. The eleien stars referred to the Zodiacal 
'dgns, his eleven brethren answering to eleven o f the Celestial signs,”  says Dr. A. 

-Clarke, li and himself to the ticelfth."

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

As I shall always encourage the u Spirit o f Free Impiiry,”  and insert all cor
respondence pointedly fo r  or against the Astral Sciences ; 1 insert the followinug.

‘ ‘  T o  Mr. Simmonite, 
Sir,

u Masham, February 1st, 184J.”

1 trust you will pardon the liberty now taken by me. Having consulted you 
«b<»ut three and a half years ago (lï<4Î), concerning my future prospects in life, and 
having found civry v'ord you then told me come to ¡mss as you said, 1 again solicit the 
tavonr o f  your calculations, in my behalf, the undermentioned questions. • • • • • 
Hoping, rir, you w ill not deny me the afore asked information, as I place every con- 

jidence in y „ (ir /^/„n a(,/c  to [„riiLh me frith.
1 remain, Sir, See.

JO H N  S T U R D Y , J u n i o r ,
Masham, Yorkshire.”
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Sir,

Hermitage, near Newbury,
February 7th, 1845.

I have this (lay obtained “  T bo Meteorologist,”  which I trust yon will continue 
to publish*— though it would be fa r  fa r  belter to exclude all the Astral Philosophy, 
or Judicial Astrology.f You may have seen my letter in the Brittania, last year, 
on the subject, and l  could have hoped that, us you Edit a Magazine devoted to 
such trash, yon would have confined the matter in the Meteorologist to Astro-M c- 
icomlogy, which comes within the compass o f the human m ind, and does not oppose 
or intrude upon revealed truth. Yours, however, is the only Almanack that gives 
the requisite information to the Meteorologist, and therefore I can afford to laugh 
at your predictions ns regards Men and Nations. Indeed, I wonder you have not 
been able to cobble up n few more pages o f fulfilment: as you have made the dis
turbances o f R io  Grande, in South America, a fulfilm ent; would not the Romish 
riot, in Philadelphia,J answer your purpose as well— ©r the late election o f Presi
dent? Again, could not any goose tell that murder, tumult, and agitation, will 
blacken Ireland, so long as Romish priestcraft is ullowed to be supreme in Ireland ?

I say all this in the best o f spirit,.[| but in sorrow, and should not have written, 
but that I see you are about to publish “  The M anual," to which, if free frum A s
trology and Mesmerism, & c., 1 shall have great pleasure in subscribing lor one copy.

I  remain, yours, ftc .
W A L T E R  S H E P P A R D .”

(Copy of Reply).

“  T o  Mr. W alter Sheppard,

Sir,
A bont three minutes ago I  received your letter, and, for fashion’s sake, I 

answer. You must excuse m e, as I do not know your proper address, although, 
from the manner and spirit in which you have written, you may be a mere trades
man. I  say, judging from the mode o f expressing yourself, l conclude, that you 
have more impudence than good sense, and cannot think you have attained to any 
more than a M ister.

Had yon arrived at manly politeness, yon, o f a certainty, could not have hnd the 
audaciousness to charge a quiet inquirer after truth, with imposing on the public 
tl Trash.”  I am, sir, not a seller o f fruit, as the word trash implies rotten fruit.

N ow , as “  an honest mail,”  I challenge you to prove the “ Trash”  o f Judicial 
A strology; which, l  am ready to believe, is a tuffer job  for you to perform than uny 
other./«/; with which you may be employed tp-inorrow, (Sunday).

I published the M eteorologist five years, independently o f Astrology, and hnd 
only a limitted sa le ; but 1844 proved to me that Astrology was wanted, and the 
“  discerning public”  further shewed to me, by being able to dispose o f three times 
the number o f copies, that Astrology must be one o f the leading principles in my 
Almanac : having studied and taught Astrology for twenty years, I am sufficiently 
convinced o f its truth, and that the behests o f Providence, are brought about by 
means, nnd those means are symbolically demonstrated by the heavenly bodies. 
A stra re/unt homines, setl regit Astra Dens. This year I had un edition and n half 
printed, and they are all gone— so you see what Astrology has done for the Meteor
ologist. The truth o f the Astrological Prognostications o f 1844 has patronised the 
Meteorologist o f 1845!

I  studied Astrology while under Theological Instruction for ten years, and have 
now arrived at the age and experience, as I am able to judge for myself, as well as 
cither yon or any other person ; hut have not yet found from  Scripture, that t h e  
SC IE N C E  is, as you would, if you could, prove “  opposed to revealed Truth ." I

•  T h is  1» cer ta in ly  a  litt le  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  to  p ro so cn lo  m y  A stra l R ra e e rch e s .

JK or w h at roHsou w o u ld  it  tie fur better to  o x c lm le )A s tro  I’ t iilosoph y  ?
Y e a , o*rta inU ', it w o u ld , m id thru«' o u tb r e u k i w rn t  p rod ictod .

(iU E H Y — 1M fly th y  w ord *  th ou  »h a lt  b<* J u »tili«d , a n d  by  th y  w ord »  th ou  «h a lt b »  eandM nn*»d.’ ',
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invite rim, sir, to prove this assertion, on the ground o f Scripture, and, if you do 
not, l  have a right to conclude you cannot, -which latter I am fully assured of.

I f  prediction does “  oppose or intrude upon Revealed Truth,”  then shew to me 
the f/ni/n-irty, even o f weather prognostications, about which you seem to boast as 
coming “  within the compass o f the human mind.”  It  appears very evident that 
you assume the prerogative o f prophet, and predict “  that Ireland will he blackened 
so long as Romish priestcraft is allowed to be supreme in Ireland.”  This, I believe, 
will prove to be a fact. H ence, here, you see, you shew yourself to be a “ goose," 
and “  impose upon revealed Truth,”  and are condemning m e for that prediction—  
allow me to admonish you— “ physician, heal thyself.”  I  acquiesce with you, that 
so long as priestcraft endures, or is allowed to be supreme in any nation, that nation 
w ill be blackened by the hellish fiend prejudice, which has murdered and damned 
its millions. Priestcraft does certainly bind down the heaven-bom spirit, free enquiry.

I call upon you, sir, to prove that Astrology is any less within the compass o f  the 
human mind, or that it is more opposed to revealed Truth than Astro-M eteorology 
— being both based on the position and aspects o f the heavenly bodies.

Y ou  say the Meteorologist is the only Almanac which gives the requisite informa
tion ; therefore you can laugh at my predictions, (at my sins, as they are in your 
sight sins)— well, laugh on, for it is only a further corroboration o f that Scripture 
being true, when it says, u foots make a mock at sin."

You ask if I have seen yonr letter! !  in the Britania ? N o , sir, I  never saw but 
two copies o f that paper, and those were some o f the first issues o f that Journal. 
B v the by, I did hear tell o f a person writing against Astrology in that paper; but 
my informant told me the writer o f that article shewed himself to be an infidel, so 
I  took no farther notice o f it— my reply was, that none but infidels ever attempted 
to oppose Astrology— for on the principles o f infidelity the whole Scriptures are a 
■fabric o f lies— so, according to the law o f necessity, Astrology, so inseparably and 
intimately connected with Scripture, must also, consequently, be false.

Again— yon ask if I  could not cobble up more pages o f fulfilment in the Ameri
can outbreaks P Certainly I  could, but the few were sufficient to shew the truth of 
my predictions. B ut as you are apparently a good cobbler, you have (lone that job  
fo r  m e, which makes assurance doubly sure—for which I  thank you. Y ou  see, sir, 
u‘  facts are stubborn things.”

“  Hermitage, near Newbury,
February 11th, 184S.

Sir,
Y our letter has just arrived, and I beg to return it to you, as I  am quite sure 

that, on second thoughts, you will consider yourself committed* further than you 
would wish. I need only inform you that I am a clergyman o f the Church o f E ng
land, holding neither Popish nor Infidel principles. I f  m y note lias given you any 
offence, which was not my intention, after you have compared it with yours— you 
will perhaps send it back to m e.t I desired only to express my deep rooted abhor
rence o f Judicial Astrology, and my belief, that, by pretending to predict wliat will 
happen to particular men and nations, we are intruding upon the sole province of 
the Most H igh G od : but I feel certain, from the tenor o f your hastily written 
letter, that any arguments, whether derived from the Scriptures o f truth, or from 
Common Sense, would be thrown away I can only, therefore, pray, that the God 
o f all grace may open the eyes o f your understanding, and lead you to the Star o f 
Bethlehem for prudence, direction, guidance, and salvation.

I  remain,
Yours truly,

W A L T E R  S H E P P A R D .

• In  w h a t  ?
t  Y rn , rr r ta in ly , w ith  th«* g r o a t * «  p lf^ w orr, a n d  trust y o u  w ill fr e q u e n tly  peru se  i t ;  fo r  it  m » y  nerre 
~  a iiu ilur w ild  uucHUed lo r  co m m u n ica tio n s ,

i  liU k  ¡d a n  o ld  u k u llliiig  e v a A o u , w U eu ca lle d  upuu to  d e feu d  y o u rse lv e s .
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.Sheffield, ,12th Feb’y, 1845.

Sir,
Yours o f yesterday has come to hand— if I  have grieved you, I am sorry ; hut 

the Scriptures tell me, u i f  you meet one in fault, redeem such a one in meekness 
Did you obey this command ?

“  W ith what measure you m ete, it shall he measured to you again.”  This I  
perceive I  did in my reply to you, I only retaliated.

u  Blessed are the p e a c e m a k e r s b u t  your note was sufficient to cause revolu
tions, and ought not to have come from  a clergyman, who is to u avoid profane and 
vain babblings, and oppositions o f  science falsly so called.”  Y ou  condemn prog
nostications, and yet yon  prognosticate. This brings to my mind, that you resem
ble Paul, when he said, u But T am carnal, sold under sin: for that which I do I 
allow not, for that which I  would, that do I  not, but what I  h a t e  that do I . ”

I think, sir, had you been praying for your flock, you would have been acting 
more like a good shepherd than abusing one that you may never see till the great 
day o f accounts ; and at that day, if faithful unto death, has a confidence o f a 44 come, 
ye blessed.”  I  am glad to see that you cannot, 44 either from Scripture or common 
sense,”  disprove the truth o f Astrology. You say you forgive me, I  ask, for what. P 
A lso, T ask in what did I commit myself P Believe me, I always pay a deference 
to shepherds in Israel, especially if  they are not 44 busy bodies, nor a meddler in 
other men's matters.”  Y e t  trust that we shall be friends. But allow me to tell you, 
sir, that opposers to astral prognostications do harm to your side o f the question, 
and strengthen the opposite party, because, when you are called upon for proof, 
yon all give evasive answers, and shew indubitably to the world that you are unable 
to prove the falsity o f Astrology.

W ho were the first worshippers o f Christ P I f  you will consent to discuss the 
question with m e, I will be at the expence o f publishing, and every word shall be 
printed. W ill you do thatP I f  not— will you meet me at some large town, half 
way between your own and mine, and there I will discuss the question with you ? 
J shall publish the notes, and my reply, in my Quarterly issue.

J. remain, Sir,
Yours truly,

W . J . S IM M O N IT E .

Lavington House, F eb ’y 11th, 1843,
Market Lavington.

Dear Sir,
I was sorry to find, by your letter, that you have been so long afflicted, and I 

note, in your Meteorologist, that, in June next., you have, according to configura
tions, &c., to face the terror o f all men, and 1 sincerely hope you will not become a 
victim to his prey.

For what would an army do without a commander P Speaking impartially, or un- 
prejudicially to any party, I consider you have shewn (and done) a more benevo
lent part towards advancement o f knowledge in the Astro Science, than any other 
gentleman I know o f ; for, in your cheap and invaluable W orks, you have given 
the very soul and substance o f the Science at a very low price, when, in other 
W orks, we have to pay enormous prices, and not get the thing desired.

1 consider your 44 Arcana”  to be a W ork o f W orks, a W ork suitable for the 
44 illiterate”  as well ns the 44 literati” , enabling the Student, with little attention, to 
give judgm ent on a figure with the Professor. It contains the fundamental prin
ciples o f Astro-Philosophy, which have been approved and adopted by our worthy 
ancestors in Astro Science, viz. Ptolem y, &c. & c., w ho have found them not to err, 
but encourage and drive the follower on in search of more truths. I can recommend 
it to every lover o f  truth, mid those who wish to become acquainted with the sublime 
Science will do well to tali* a copy and peruse its pages. I have never been de
ceived from the rules given, hut have been led to give tin* most striking proofs o f its
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in any other W ork, the correctness o f wliich is beyond expression— without giving 
proofs, which would be best decided by those who have questions propounded.

I remain,
P ear Sir,

Yours truly,
J A M E S  S A X T Y .

64. A S T R O L O G Y  P R A C T IC A L L Y  A P P L IE D .

Those who deny AstraI influences, have surely never contemplated the mysteries 
o f their own existence, nor the common occurrences that are inseparable from it, 
niaiiy o f which are inexplicable when abstractedly considered, and only cease to 
strike with wonder because they are obvious and familiar to our senses. I f  we re
collect that the most trivial incident in nature cannot come to pass without a cause ; 
and that these causes are incessantly giving birth to a new fate, which at one time 
brings us comfort, and at another overwhelms us with misfortunes ; that to-day gives 
us the full enjoyment o f our wishes, and to-morrow confounds every imagination o f 
our hearts ; it is strange that we should deny that such causes exist, when every 
hour’s experience confirms the fact, by the good or ill success that constantly at
tends all human pursuits. T o  illustrate this observation more fully, let us atten
tively consider the stupendous frame or model o f Nature, as laid down in the holy 
Scriptures, and endeavour to deduce therefrom the subordinate dépendance o f one 
part upon another, from the interior heavens to the minutest substance upon earth. 
Hence we may possibly discover the origin o f these causes, and prove that Astro
logy does not exist in imagination only.

The substance o f the great and glorious frame, which the Almighty created, we 
call the world ; and the world consists o f the heavens and the earth, Gen. i. 1. The 
model o f it is as the prophet E zekiel describes it, in the form of_a w heel, with many 
wheels within the same, involved one within another, E zek. i. 15, 16. And thus we 
find it by mathematical demonstation ; for the earth is a wheel or globe o f sea and 
land, circumscribed by the atmosphere, as within a great wheel, which is also globus, 
and surrounded by the heavens, as by many wheels, involved one within another, 
encircling the sun, m oon, planets, and stars, and all the host o f them. The Power 
which first actuated and put these wheels in perpetual m otion, wars the same which 
called them into existence : the executioners o f whose will are represented by the 
prophet under the similitude o f fou r tiring creatures, immeasurably endued with 
w-isdom, courage, agility, and strength. And hence, were life, and spirit, and 
power, and virtue, communicated to the heavens, and from the heavens to the earth, 
and from earth to man and beast, and to every plant, and herb, and earthly sub
stance. H ence also, are derived the magnetic powers, and other wonderful pro
perties o f nature ; as, the virtues o f sympathy and antipathy, the invisible eilects of 
attraction and repulsion, and all the various influences o f the stars and planets.

The proper agents o f this noble structure are angels and men ; the one composed 
o f a pure etheria] spirit, and incorruptible ; the other, in his primary stateless pure, 
but incorruptible also until his fall, which brought upon himself and offspring mor
tality and death. T he angels are either good or bad, and ultimately know their 
reward or doom ; but the works o f fallen man are yet upon the anvil, and time with 
us is still going on. "But man is now endued, as in his primary state, with the 
agency o f a free wit/, and hath good and evil, for a test o f his obedience, continually 
set before him, with freedom to choose either, and thus unconstrained, either by the 
immediate hand o f God, or by tire operations o f the planets, as second causes, some 
embrace life, and others seek condemnation : and heuce follow virtue and vice, 
prosperity and adversity, sickness and health, life and death, and all the vicissi
tudes o f fortune. A nd, though the rise and fall o f empires proceed from the 
virtues and vices o f those men who govern and inhabit them ; and these virtues and 
'  ices proceed from the free-will or agency o f those men ; and though the incidents, 
good amt bad, o f one man's life are innumerable, and the men who are the subjectif 
o f those incidents in one single age are innumerable also ; and though the ages o f 
men, since the creation o f the w orld, are innumerable too ;— yet have all these mul
tiplied incidents, whether trivial or imjKirtant, come to pass by a regular course or 
concatenation o f causes, originally implanted in the wheels or frame o f nature. 
And with such minute perfection was this stupendous frame constructed, that the
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fall o f man, nor the tremendous shock which agitated the world upon that afflicting 
occasion ; not all the wickedness o f mankind in after-ages, nor the desolations which 
have rent the earth in consequence thereof; have yet impaired the wheels o f this 
astonishing machine, or for a moment impeded its constant and unceasing m otion- 
And such was the amazing foresight and providence o f  God, that perceiving, at one 
view, all the events o f futurity, the turnings and1 windings o f  every man’s will, and 
the to til sutn ot upshot o f all virtue and vice, he at once contrived the fates o f pros
perity and adversity, o f rewards and punishments, so to come up, as precisely to 
answer the virtues and prayers o f the righteous, and the vices and profaneness ot 
the wicked, in all ages o f  the world, ¡it their fit and appointed seasons.

P H I L I P  M E L A N C T IIO N  an A S T R O N O M E R .

F IG U R E  X X I I I .

85° r,r/.

1. M oon opposition o f Sol.
2. M oon square o f Mars.
3. M oon square o f Jupiter.
4. Sol square o f Mars.
5. Sol square o f Jupiter.

6 . Sol semisex tile Saturn.
7. Sol semisextile Venus.
8. Mars conjunction Jupiter. 

Venus conjunction Saturn.

W e have inserted the nativity o f  this great philosopher, learned scholar, and 
Protestant Reform er, to show our Psudo-Ueligionists that an Astrologer can both 
preach the word o f God, adore the Saviour, and conscientiously study, practise-, and 
advocate Astrology at one and the same time. I f  the study o f Astrology is sinful, 
would not this great and immortal divine have known it to he a sin, as well as the 
hypocrite and religious bigot o f the present day ? I f  a man cannot Unh study
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Astrology and preach the Gospel o f Christ with success aud acceptance, would nut 
this Christian Professor have abandoned either the one or the other ? Yes, but he 
practically and seriously contemplated them both, with an eye to God’s glory and 
to man's advantage. Let the professing Christian think o f this, and calm his un
godly defamation, as well as his backbiting and slanderous repudiation. Thank 
God for placing means within his reach for satisfying those desires which he incon
sistently cultivates: what he in his own heart nourishes, but outwardly denies.

History abundantly furnishes us with instances o f the native\s astonishing 
prowess in Astrology, and the refined arts, and in the doctrine o f philosophy and 
divinity. Art thou, reader, an unbeliever in- this science, let Melancthon teach 
thee wisdom. Art thou a sceptic, let him teach thee charity, and let his example 
learn thee to he zealous in they profession o f religion. H e was a friend to every 
department o f useful literature ; and art thou opposed to'the mind contemplating 
the wonderful works o f creation P He took great pains to purge Astrology o f its 
gross and mistaken parts, by translating the u Books o f Ptolem y”  out o f the ori
ginal Greek into pure L atin ; art thou able to do so, and yet wouldst call such a 
man “ ignorant,”  or “  a prier into the will o f  G od.” In his Preface, to the trans
lation, he has most learnedly and ably defended tin* science from the lash o f its 
ignorant and ujicandid opposcrs. Such as many religious cants that exist in these 
days.

This religiously celebrated Protestant reformer was born, February 16th, 7 It. 
6 m. p. m ., 1497, at Bretten, in the Palatinate, lat. 4.’F> o . He was born under 
the last face o f V irgo; which exactly describes him, Arcana, 44. The testimonies 
o f his excellent endowments are many and various. Mercury, ruler o f the intellect tool faculties, is posited in the scientific sign Aquarius, which, according to Arcaney 
•Ml, u renders the mind prudent, clever, o f strong memory, scientific,, invent ax’, 
poetical, & c .; fund o f the matheniatics, philosophy, & c.”  Jupiter, ruler of the 
moral and religious feeling, strong in his own house, and joined to4 Mars, the latter 
ruler o f the organ o f combativeness, made him persevering in moral and divine pur
suits. Herschel strong in his own house with Mercury, made him an Astr ilegcr, 
and an inventor o f religious worship, and brought him out o f the common track o f 
custom, Arcana, 296. Venus in trine o f  Jupiter, rendered the native active, kind, 
affable, cheerful, ingenuous, and, in all respects, honorable and worthy, A rcam y

6J. B IB L IC A L  A C C O U N T  O F  DTtEAM S.

It has been observed that the great Alpha and Omega, who governs the vast fabric 
o f the universe, and knows every mutation thereof; H e, to whose all-seeing eye ages 
past, ages present, and ages to ages to com e, are all but one continued now, has been1 
graciously pleased, by various methods, to communicate, from time to time, so'mnch 
insight into what should he hereafter, as to his divine wisdom seemed proper ,to the 
children o f fallen Adam, in dreams and visions o f the night. Some striking instances 
I have already collected from the best authors o f profane history ; but not to be t io  
prolix, at the same time to bring the matter home1 to every Christian reader, I shall 
now confine m yself to the holy w rit; and herein I observed that remarkable predic
tion o f  the fate o f Abraham’s seed, foretold in a dream.for four hundred years to 
com e. W hen the sun was down, a deep sleep fell upon Abraham, and lo ! a horror 
o f great darkness fell upon him (vide Gen. xv.). Again, when Jacob left his father’¿i 
house, and journeyed to Padan-Aram, we find he lighted upon a certain place, and 
tarried there all n ight; and there he beheld in a dream, a ladder reaching up to 
heaven, and the angels o f  God ascending and descending on it., and above all stood 
the A ncient o f Days, and promised him the land whereon he lay, his Almighty pro
tection wherever he went, an innumerable posterity, and that in his seed should all 
the families o f the earth be blessed (vide Gen. xxviii.). Joseph, when yet a boy, 
bad two dreams, which you will find recorded in the 37th Chapter o f Genesis, and 
which were verified in his life in am ost amazing and extraordinary manner. In the 
40th Cham o f the said book, we find Joseph in prison, interpreting two dreams to 
the chief Butler and to the Baker o f Pharaoh, and in three days his prediction was 
fulfilled. Alter this, we find him interpreting two dreams to the mighty Pharaoh 
him self; wherein, under the similitude o f fit  and lean kino, God, by the mouth o f 
Joseph, was pleased to for»>tel seven years o f plenty, and seven o f famine j which
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we find, in the sequel, was the means o f preserving alive, not <*nly the nation, bht 
liis own family also. W e afterwards find, when the famine raged sore in the land, 
that his ancient father, journeying into Egypt to see his son before he died, God 
spake to him in the visions o f  the night, saying, “  I will go down with thee into 
Egypt, and I will surely bring thee up again ; and Joee/ih shall put his hand upon 
thine eyes." (V ide Gen. xlvi.)

M A R R IA G E .

FIGURE XXIV.

S hall I  m arry  this lover on M on d a y  ?
The Rands have already been published twice, and next Sunday will he “  the 

third and last time o f asking !”
Mars signifies the lady who is querent.
Venus denotes the gentleman, or qnesited.

N ow  Venus, his significator, is in square o f Mars, her significator, is one strong 
testimony o f disappointment. Tho Dragon’s Tail in the 7th, is decided disap
pointment.

Again, tho M oon, cosignificator o f marriage, is in square o f Mars, and opposition 
o f V enus, an enemy will prevent the marriage, as Mars is in the 12th. Moreover, 
the Sun, a natural harbinger o f marriage in a female’s natns, or figure, has just set, 
portends an additional disappointment. H ence, I concluded, "  you wilt not marry 
this lover on Monday !”  (And she did not, although they both arrived at the altar, 
but were stopped).

l ia s  he another lover  ?
Yes, he has— for Venus and Moon are forming several aspects at one time de

note he has more than one lover Venus set in opposition of Moon, and square 
M ars; hut he cares but very little about them. (This she found out on the 
Monday).
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R E M A R K A B L E  N A T IV I T Y .

April 25th, 4845.

Sir,
Having seen a remark able Nativity in the Monthly Messenger (page 83), 

supplied by Zadkiel. I beg to forward you one o f a similar character, illustrating 
points o f importance to the lover o f Astrology. The following is the Natus o f a 
child born with a hare lip, the whole o f the palate or roof o f the mouth cleft also, 
so that the nose and mouth were one cavity- On account o f this defect, the child 
was unable to suck the breast, or swallow any food, and, at the age o f two months, 
it  gradually wasted away and died starved to death.

I remain,
.To W . J . Siinmonite, Yours truly,

Astrologer, and Editor o f the “  .■frmim.’ ' “  M . D.”  H U L L .

f i g u r e  x x v .

R . A . 293° lb '.

•Planets Q  <© 
D ecli. 2  n 54 16 s 5

n
1 s 34

<?
9 n  18

$> Ö b ^
15 s 8 9 s 1 20 s 3 I n 12

L Ascendant sextile o f Jnpiter. 
-■ Ascendant square Saturn. 
i ' } srom' ant sesquisquare Mars. 
4. Ascendant opposition M oo„.

bun in conjunction Mars, 
fj. Sun in opposition Jupiter.
7- Moon opposition Saturn.
8. Moon sextile Mars.

A sp ects.

9. M oon square Venus.
10. M oon parallel Saturn.
11. Mercury parallel Mars.
12. Sun in par. o f  Jupiter.
13. Jnpiter par. o f Herschel.
14. Moon parallel o f  Venns.
15. Saturn sextile Herschel.
16. Saturn opposition Juno.



100 T l l l i  A S T H O - P H I L O S O P H E R  A N D  M  K T K O I I O I . O 'G I S T .

•'»26. B le m ish e s  a n d  b o d ily  h u rts  g e n e ra lly  h a p p e n  w h e n  H e rs ch u l, S a tu rn , o r  
M a rs  are o r ie n t a l ; and  d isea ses  w h en  o c c id e n ta l.

3 2 5 . S atu rn  re tro g ra d e  in  A q u a r iu s  a n g u la r , in  th e  10th h o u se , in squ a re  o f  A s 
ce n d a n t  a n d  7 th  h o u se — M a rs  on  the cus|> o f  th e  6 th , in  p a ra lle l o f  M e r c u r y , and  
the M o o n  n e a r ly  o n  the cu sp  o f  th e  7 th , a re te s t im o n ie s  o f  b le m ish e s  in  th e  m o u th , 
p a la te , a n d  te e th . M e r cu ry , lord  o f  th e  6 th , in  th e  fith , in  p a ra lle l o f  M a rs , and  
o p p o s it io n  o f  H e r s c l ie l ,  w ou ld  ca u se  th e  n a tive  to  spea k  w ith  g r e a t  d iff ic u lty .

T h e  tes t im o n ie s  o f  sh ort  l i fe  in  th is  n a tiv ity  are n u m erou s.
.'Mil. T h e  A s c e n d a n t , h y le g , is  a fflic ted  b y  the squ are  o f  S a tu rn , squ are  o f  V e n u s , 

sesq u isq u are  o f  M a rs , and  o p p o s it io n  o f  M o o n , w ith  o n ly  the s e x t ile  ray  o f  J u p ite r , 
lo rd  o f  the Htli, to  a ssist. S u ch  a p re p o n d e ra n ce  o f  evil a sp e cts  is , a lo n e , a  s u ffic ie n t  
ca u s e  o f  d ea th  in  in fa n cy . M e r c u r y , o u t  o f  d ig n it ie s , in pa ra lle l d e c lin a t io n  o f  
M a rs , a n d  in  o p p o s it io n  to  H e r s c l ie l ,  is d e c id e d ly  e v il , a n d  b e in g  in  eq u a l zo d ia ca l 
s p a c e , b e tw e e n  th e  S u n  and  M o o n , a fflic ts  th em  b o t h ;  the ru lers  o f  th e  S u n  and  
M o o n  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  e v il— M e r cu ry  a n d  M a rs .

T h e  S u n , M o o n , and  A s c e n d a n t  are all a fflic ted  b y  th e  ra ys  o f  the ev il p la n ets .
2 6 0 . C h ild ren  are d e stro y e d  b y  th e  v io le n t  p o s it io n s  o f  th e  S u n  and  M o o n  a t b irth . 

'W h en  J u p ite r  a n d  V e n u s  a re  a ff lic te d , and  H e r s c l ie l,  S a tu rn , o r  M a rs  ru le  th e  
p la c e s  o f  th e  S u n  and  M o o n , a n d  a fflic t  th e m . I n  this n a tu s , b o th  th e  b e n e flcs  are 
a ff lic te d , J u p ite r  b y  th e  o p p o s it io n  o f  M a rs , a n d  p a ra lle l o f  H e r s c l i e l ; and  V e n u s  
b y  th e  o p p o s it io n  o f  S atu rn  a n g u la r . T h e  S u n  is a fflic ted  b v  th e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  
M a rs , p a ra lle l o f  H e r s c h e l ,  a n d  o p p o s it io n  o f  J u p ite r . T h e  M o o n , b y  the squ are 
o f  S a tu rn , squ are  o f  V e n u s , and  p a ta lle l o f  S atu rn .

T h e  n u m b e rs  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  e a ch  p a ra gra p h  re fe r  t o  th e  n u m b e r  w h ere  
th e  ltu le s  m a y  b e  fo u n d  in  the A rca n a .

O B S E R V A T I O N S  o n  t h e  n a t i v i t i e s  o f  t w i n s , b o r n  i n  

L I N C O L N S H I R E .

FIGURE XXVI.
1620 41'.

T h e s e  tw in  ch ild re n  w ere  b o r n  w ith in  ten  m in u te s  o f  e a ch  o th e r . T h e  tim e  o f  
th e  b irth  o f  the first, n a m e d  E d w a rd , w as b o rn  a t five m in u te s  b e fo re  m id n ig h t , and
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<lie<l o f  con v u ls iv e  tits a t  the a g e  o f  n in e  m o n th s . T h e  o th e r , w h ose  g e n itu r e  I  have 
h e re  g iv e n , w ith  the arcs  o f  d ir e c t io n s , lived  u n til th e  a g e  o f  fo u r  y ea rs  and  s ix  
m o n th , a n d  w as th e n  d e stro y e d  b y  a lo a d e d  w a g g o n , w h ich  passed  o v e r  h im , a n d  
k ille d  h im  o n  th e  sp o t .

T h e  t im e  o f  b ir th  o f  ea ch  w as ta k e n  w ith  g re a t  ca re , a n d  th e re fo re  th e  m o s t  im 
p o rta n t  s u b je c t  fo r  e n q u iry  is , W h y  the li fe  o f  h im  w h o  w as first b o rn  sh ou ld  b e  o f  
so sh o rt  d u ra t io n , w h ile  h is  b ro th e r  surv ived  h im  n ea rly  fo u r  y ea rs  ?  A l l  th o se , w h o  
k n o w  b u t  litt le  o f  th is  d e p a rtm e n t  o f  A s tr o n o m y , w ill  so o n  o b se r v e , th a t a t  five 
m in u te s  b e fo r e  m id n ig h t , th e  sta tion s  o f  th e  ce le s t ia l b o d ie s  w e re  m o re  v io le n t  in  
p r o d u c in g  early d isso lu t io n , than  th e y  w ere  a fte r  th e  S u n  h a d  p a ssed  th e  n o r th e rn  
a n g le  ; fo r , a t the m o m e n t  o f  the b ir th  o f  E d w a rd , th e  P a r t  o f  F o r tu n e  (w h ic h  is 
c e r ta in ly  th e  true girer of life), w as  a fflic ted  b y  th e  m u n d a n e  squ ares  o f  th e  M o o n  
and  M a rs , w h ile  th e  A s c e n d a n t  w as a lso  a fflic ted  b y  th e  b a n e fu l squ ares  o f  th e  S u n  
a n d  S a tu rn , in  the w o r ld  : th e  o th e r  te s t im o n ie s  o f  sh ort l i fe  I  n e e d  n o t  m e n t io n , 
as th e y  m u st  a p p ear o b v io u s  to  a ll th ose  w h o  are d isp osed  to  s tu d y  th e  g e n u in e  p rin 
c ip le s  o f  th is  n o b le  s c ie n c e .

In  th e  c o u rse  o f  m y  e x p e r ie n c e , I  have se ld o m  ob serv ed  m o re  tes t im o n ie s  fo r  a 
v io le n t  d e a th , than  th ose  w h ich  a p p ea r  in  this n a tiv ity  ; fo r  the S u n  is a fflic te d  b y  
th e  b o d y  o f  S a tu rn , in th e  te rm s  o f  M a rs , w h ile  the M o o n  re ce iv e s  th e  b a n e fu l rays 
o f  that m a le fic  b y  an o p p o s it io n  : b u t  th e  t im e  o f  d isso lu tion  is  fr o m  th e  d ire c t io n  
o f  the P a r t  o f  F o r tu n e  (w h ic h  is  the h y le g )  to  th e  squ are  o f  th e  M o o n  in  th e  w o r ld , 
w h ile  all th e  o th e r  v io le n t  m o tio n s  tru ly  in d ica te  the q u a lity  o f  th e  n a t iv e 's  p e r 
s o n a l e x t in c t io n , and  the m o re  p a rticu la r ly  in  th is  ca se , b e ca u s e  a ll th e  v ita l s ig n i- 
fica tors  are a fflic ted  a t th e  sam e p e r io d , w h ic h  a lw a y s  p ro d u ce s  a  v io le n t  d ea th .

DIRECTIONS FOR JOHN'S NATIVITY.

S o l  to  b o d y  o f  f j  in  m u n d o  co n . 
S o l to  b o d y  o f  h> in  z o d ia c  c o n . 
M . C . to  #  o f  M a rs  in  m u n d o  . 
S o l to  b o d y  o f  V e n u s in  zo d . c o n . 
S o l t o b o d y o f  V e n u s  in  m u n . con . 
S o l  S1;  0 f  j n p j t e r  in  z o d ia c  co n v . 
S o ] A  M a rs  in  m u n d o  c o n v e r s e . 
P a r t  o f  F o r tu n e  0  o f  Q) m u n d o

Y. M.
0 4
0  5
1 6 
2 2 
2 :t
2  5
3  I
4  fi

M o o n  8  o f  M a rs  in  z o d ia c  c o n . 
M o o n  §  o f  M a rs  in  m u n d o  c o n . 
M . C . to  trin e  o f  M o o n  m u n d o  . 
S o l to  squ are  o f  M a rs  in  Z o d ia c  
P a rt  o f  F o r tu n e  A  5  in u n d o  . .  
S o l to  Q  o f  M a rs  in  z o d ia c  . . . .  
M o o n  to  squ are  o f  l j  in  z o d i a c . .

Y. M.
4  7
5  9
7  3
8 5 

11 7
11 9
12 10

( I  s om ew h a t d isa g re e  w ith  th e  w r ite r  th a t th e  Fart of Fortune is  th e  H y le g .  
A n d  in  ju d g in g  fro m  p o s it io n  w e o u g h t  a lw a ys  to  tak e  th e  light of time; a n d  n o t  
that im a g in a ry  p o in t  w h ich  o f  its e lf  has n e ith e r  s u b s ta n ce  n o r  material ca u se  in  c re a 
tion  ; ce r ta in ly  it m ay  h a ve  a s y m b o lica l  s ig n ifica tio n , as a sh a d ow  m a y  th a t o f  a 
m a n , o r  a n y  o th e r  s u b s ta n ce , hut not as a  cause, read  w ell A r c a n a , 2 6 0 . B e s id e s , 
in  ju d g in g  o f  a v io le n t  d e a th , w e  m u st a lw a y s  n o t ic e  th e  S u n  and  th e  M o o n , a n d  
h o w  th e  m a le fics  a f fe c t  th e m , A r c a n a , 2 5 4 . N o w , the M o o n  w as a fflic ted  b y  an 
o p p o s it io n  o f  M a rs , ju s t  le f t  a c o n ju n c t io n  o f  H e r s c h e l ,  a n d  a squ are  o f  b o th  S a 
turn  a n d  S o l. T h e  S u n , in  squ a re  o f  H e rs ch e l, a n d  squ are  o f  M a rs , a n d  c o n ju n c 
tion  o f  S a tu rn , A r c a n a , 2 6 4 . M a rs  succeeds the S u n , S a tu rn , a n d  th e  M o o n , th ese  
a re  very  p e rn ic io u s , A r c a n a , 2 5 3 . T h e s e  a re  a ll te s t im o n ie s  th a t  th e  ch ild  w o u ld  
n o t  live  to  b e  five y ea rs  o f  a g e , a n d  c h ild r e n  d y in g  b y  p o s it io n  th e  lu m in a ries  are 
alw ays a fflic ted  b y  th e  m a le fics .

A s  to  th e  v io le n c e  o f  th e  d e a th , w e  re fe r  to  A r c a n a , 4 4 9 . A  v io le n t  d ea th  a l
w a y s  h a p p e n s  w h e n  tw o  m a le fics  a tta ck  b o th  S u n  a n d  M o o n — n o w , M a rs  a fflic ts  
b o th  S u n  a n d  M o o n  ; a n d  H e r s c h e l  a tta ck s  b o th  S u n  a n d  M o o n , A r c a n a , 2 5 0  ; a lso  
read  4 4 9 . T h e  time o f  d e a th  w as b ro u g h t  a b o u t  b v  M o o n  o p p o s it io n  o f  M a rs , a t 
fo u r  y e a rs  su veu  m on th s .J  " W .  J .  S .
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6 6 . T H E  E A R L  O F  R O S S E ’S G R A N D  N E W T O N I A N  T E L E S C O P E .

By Sir James South.

T h e  d ia m e te r  o f  th e  la rg o  s p e c u lu m  is s ix  fe e t ,  its  th ick n e s s  five in c h e s  and  a 
h a lf , its w e ig h t  th re e  ton s  a n d  th ree  q u a rters , a n d  its  c o m p o s it io n  126  p a rts  o f  
c o p p e r  to  5 7| p arts  o f  tin  ; its  fo c a l  le n g th  is 5 4  fe e t — th e  tu b e  is o f  d e a l ; its  lo w e r  
p a rt , th a t in  w h ich  th e  s p e c u lu m  is  p la c e d , is  a c u b e  o f  e ig h t  f e e t ; th e  c ir c u la r  p art 
o f  th e  tu b e  is , a t  its  c e n tr e , seven  fe e t  a n d  a  h a lf, a n d  a t  its  e x tre m it ie s , s ix  fe e t  
a n d  a  h a lf. T h e  te le s co p e  lie s  b e tw e e n  tw o  s ton e  w a lls , a b o u t  71 fe e t  fr o m  n orth  
to  s o u th , a b o u t  5 0  fe e t  h ig h , and a b o u t  2 3  fe e t  a su n d er . T h e s e  w a lls  are as n ea r ly  
as p o ss ib le  p a ra lle l w ith  th e  m e r id ia n .

I n  th e  in te r io r  fa ce  o f  the ea stern  w a ll is  a  v ery  s tr o n g  ir o n  a rc , o f  a b o u t  2 3  fe e t  
ra d iu s , is firm ly  f ix e d , p rov id ed  h o w e v e r  w ith  a d ju s tm e n ts , w h e re b y  its  su rfa ce  
fa c in g  th e  t e le s co p e  m a y  b e  set v ery  a c cu ra te ly  in  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  m e r id ia n — a 
m a tte r  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  im p o r ta n c e , s e e in g  th a t b y  th e  c o n ta c t  w ith  it  o f  a  ro lle r  a t
ta ch ed  to  o n e  e x tr e m ity  o f  a  q u a d ra n g u la r  b a r , w h ich  s lid es  th ro u g h  a  m e ta l b o x  
f ix e d  to  th e  u n d e r  p a rt  o f  the te le s co p e  tu b e , a  fe w  fe e t  fr o m  the o b je c t  en d  o f  the 
la tte r , w h ils t  its  o th e r  e x t r e m ity  rem a in s  fr e e , the p o s it io n  o f  th e  te le s co p e  in  the 
m e r id ia n  is  s e cu re d , o r  a n y  d ev ia tion  fr o m  it  ea s ily  d e te rm in e d , fo r  o n  th is  b a r  lin e s  
a re  d ra w n , th e  in terv a l b e tw e e n  a n y  a d jo in in g  tw o  o f  w h ich  co r re sp o n d s  to  o n e  
m in u te  o f  t im e  a t  th e  e q u a tor . T h e  tu b e  a n d  s p e c u lu m , in c lu d in g  th e  b e d  o n  
w h ic h  th e  la tte r  res ts , w e ig h  a b o u t  15 to n s .

T h e  te le s co p e  rests o n  an  u n iv ersa l j o in t ,  p la c e d  o n  m a so n ry  a b o u t  s ix  f e e t  b e lo w  
th e  g r o u n d , a n d  is e leva ted  o r  d ep ressed  b y  a  ch a in  and  w in d la s s ; a n d  a lth o u g h  it 
w e ig h s  a b o u t  15 to n s , th e  in s tru m e n t  is ra ised  b y  tw o  m e n  w ith  g r e a t  fa c i l it y . O f  
co u rse  it  is co u n te rp o ise d  in  e v e ry  d ire c t io n . A t  p re s e n t  i t  ca n  b e  u sed  o n ly  b e 
tw e e n  14 d e g r e e s  o f  s ou th ern  a ltitu d e  a n d  the Z e n ith , b u t  w h e n  c o m p le te d , its  
ra n g e  w ill e m b r a c e  an a rc  b e tw e e n  10 d e g r e e s  o f  a ltitu d e  tow a rd  th e  s o u th , a n d  
4 7  d e g re e s  n o r th  ; so  th a t a ll o b je c t s  b e tw e e n  th e  p o le ,  a n d  2 7  d e g re e s  so u th  o f  th e  
e q u a to r , w ill b e  ob se rv e d  w ith  i t ; w h ils t  in  th e  e q u a to r  a n y  o b je c t  c a n  b e  v ie w e d  
w ith  it  a b o u t  40  m in u te s  o f  t im e  o n  e ith e r  s id e  o f  th e  m e r id ia n . T h e  o b se rv e r , 
w h en  a t w o r k , s tan ds  in  o n e  o f  fo u r , th e  th ree  h ig h e s t  o f  w liich  are d ra w n  o u t  fro m  
th e  w es tern  w a ll, w h ils t th e  fo u r th , o r  lo w e s t , has fo r  its  b a se  an  e leva ted  p la tfo rm  ; 
a lo n g  th e  h or izo n ta l su rfa ce  o f  w h ich  a  g a lle ry  s lid es  fr o m  w a ll to  w a ll b y  m a c h i
n e ry  w ith in  th e  o b se r v e r ’s re a ch , b u t  w h ich  a  ch ild  m a y  w o rk .

T h e  n ig h t  o f  th e  5 th  o f  M a r c h  w a s , I  th in k , th e  fin est  I  ever saw  in  Ire la n d . 
M a n y  n e b n lie  w e re  ob serv ed  b y  L o rd  R o s s e , D r . R o b in s o n , and m y s e lf . M o s t  o f  
th em  w e r e , fo r  th e  first t im e  s in ce  th e ir  c r e a t io n , s een  b y  ns as g ro u p s  o r  c lu sters  
o f  stars ; w h ils t s o m e , a t lea st  to  m y  e y e s , sh ew ed  n o  su ch  re so lu t io n . N e v e r , h o w 
e v e r , in  m y  l i fe ,  d id  I  see  su ch  g lo r io u s  sid erea l p ic tu re s  as th is  in s tr u m e n t  a ffo rd ed  
us. M o s t  o f  th e  n e b u la ; w e  saw  I  ce r ta in ly  nave ob se rv e d  w ith  m y  o w n  la rg e  
a ch r o m a tic  ; b u t  a lth o u g h  that in s tr u m e n t , as fa r  as re la tes  to  m a g n ify in g  p o w e r , is 
p r o b a b ly  in fe r io r  t o  n o  o n e  in  e x is te n c e , y e t  to  co m p a re  th e s e  n e b n lie , as se e n  w ith  
th e  s ix  fe e t  t e le s c o p e , is  l ik e  c o m p a r in g , as se e n  w ith  th e  n a k ed  e y e ,  th e  d in g in ess  
o f  th e  p la n e t  S atu rn  to  th e  b r il lia n cy  o f  V e n u s .

T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r ly  k n o w n  nebulae ob se rv e d  th is  n ig h t  w ere  th e  r in g  n e b u la ; in  
th e  C a n es  V e n a t i c i ,  or  th e  5 1 s t  o f  M e s s ie r ’s C a ta lo g u e , w h ich  w a s  reso lv ed  in to  
stars w ith  a  m a g n ify in g  p o w e r  o f  5 4 8 ;  and  th e  9 4tli o f  M e s s ie r , w h ic h  is  in  the 
sa m e  c o n s te lla t io n , a n d  w liich  w as reso lved  in to  a la rg e  g lo b u la r  c lu s te r  o f  sta rs , n o t  
m n c h  u n lik e  the w e ll k n o w n  c lu s te r  in  H e r c u le s , ca lle d  13th  M essie r .

A lth o u g h , h o w e v e r , th e  p o w e r  o f  th is  te le s co p e  in  re so lv in g  n e b u la ; in to  stars 
h ith e rto  co n s id e re d  ir re s o lv a b le , w a s  e x t r e m e ly  g r a t ify in g , still it  w a s , in  m y  m in d , 
litt le  m o r e  th a n  I  h a d  a n t ic ip a te d  ; fo r  e x p e r ie n c e  has lo n g  s in ce  to ld  m e  that a  
te le s co p e  m a y  sh ew  n e b u la ;, ev e n  th ose  re s o lv a b le  b y  i t ,  v e ry  w e l l ,  w h ils t , w h e n  
d ire c te d  to  b r ig h t  stars , w ith  a very  m o d e ra te  m a g n ify in g  p o w e r , its  im p e r fe c t io n s  
w ill  b e  a c tu a lly  o ffen s iv e . D u r in g  S ir  W .  H e r s c h e l ’s l i fe t im e , w ith  th e  tw e n ty -fe e t  
r e f le c to r , a t S lo u g h , I  saw , a m o n g s t  o th e rs , th ree  M e s s ie r , five M e s s ie r , th irteen  
M e s s ie r , n in e ty - tw o  M e s s ie r , th e  a n n u la r  n e b u la ; o f  L y r a , and  the g r e a t  n e b u la : o f  
A n d ro m e d a . N o  te le s co p e , o f  its  s ize , p ro b a b ly  e v er  sh ow ed  th em  b e t t e r ;  y e t ,  on  
th e  sa m e  n ig h t , the sam e in s tru m e n t , w h e n  d ire c te d  to  A lp h a  L y r ic  (a  star o f  the 
first m a g n itu d e ) , b r o k o  d o w n  u n d e r  a p o w e r  o f  a b o u t th re e  h u n d re d .
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S evera l d o u b le  stars w ere  se e n  w ith  variou s a p ertu res  o f  th e  t e le s c o p e , a n d  w ith  

p o w e r s  b e tw e e n  th ree  h u n d re d  a n d  s ix ty  a n d  e ig h t  h u n d re d .
O f  th e  M o o n , a  fe w  w ord s  m u st s u ffice . I t s  a p p e a ra n ce , in  m y  la rg e  a ch r o m a t ic , 

o f  tw e lv e  in ch e s  a p e rtu re , is  k n o w n  to  h u n d re d s  o f  o u r  rea d ers  ; le t  th e m  th en  
im a g in e  th a t  w ith  i t  th e y  lo o k  at th e  M o o n , w h ils t  w ith  L o r d  R o s s e ’s s ix  fe e t ,  th ey  
l o o k  into i t ,  a n d  th e y  w ill n o t  fo rm  a v ery  e rro n e o u s  o p in io n  o f  th e  p e r fo rm a n ce  o f  
th e  L e v ia th a n .

T h u s , th e n , th e  d iff ic u lty  o f  c o n s tr u c t in g  a N e w to n ia n  te le s co p e  o f  d im en s ion s  
n e v e r  b e fo re  c o n te m p la te d , is  c o m p le te ly  o v e r co m e .

6 7 . A S T R O N O M I C A L  P H E N O M E N O N .

I  w r ite  to  in fo rm  y o u  o f  a  m o s t  ex tra o rd in a ry  p h e n o m e n o n  w h ich  has to  d a y  b e e n  
ob serv ed  a t  C a m b r id g e  ; and  I  d o  so b e c a u s e , a lth o u g h  th e  e v e n t  is  o n e  w h ich  m u st 
in te re s t  the s c ie n t if ic  w or ld  to  a v ery  h ig h  d e g r e e , y e t  th e  resu lt  o f  th e  m in u te  o b 
serva tion s  m ad e  b y  the P lu m ia n  P ro fe s so r  w ill  n o t  b e  co m p le te d  fo r  som e  d a ys  ; 
a n d  I  th o u g h t , th a t, in  th e  m e a n w h ile , th e  resu lts  o f  m y  o w n  o b serv a tion s  m ig h t  
n o t  b e  u n a c ce p ta b le .

T h e  m o rn in g  w as b e a u tifu lly  fin e , a n d  th e  sk y  c lo u d le ss , i f  w e  e x c e p t  a fe w  c ir ro -  
cu m u li  in  th e  S . S . E . ,  w h ich  a p p eared  l ik e  th in  p ie ce s  o f  w h ite  g a u ze  f lo a t in g  in  
th e  s k y , s ca r ce ly  a b re a th  o f  air s tirr in g . A b o u t  tw e n ty -fiv e  m in u te s  p a st  te n  m y  
a tte n t io n  w as d ra w n  to  the S u n , w h ic h , th ou g h  a p p a re n t ly  u n c lo u d e d , se e m e d  to  
sh in e  w ith  less  than usual lu s tre , a n d  h is  rays a p p ea red  s lig h t ly  t in g e d  w ith  g r e e n . 
I  im m e d ia te ly  p u t  o n  th e  d a rk  g la ss  o f  m y  a ch ro m a tic  te le s co p e , and  w ith  a  p o w e r  
o f  a b o u t  4 0 , d ir e c te d  the in s tru m e n t  to  th e  S u n ’ s ce n tr e . I  h ere  saw d is t in c t ly  a 
sm a ll dark  s p o t , su rrou n d ed  su ccess iv e ly  b y  v io le t , b lu e ,  g r e e n , y e l lo w , o r a n g e , a n d  
red  r in g s , sepa ra ted  b y  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  dark  r in g s , and b e y o n d  th e  e x te r io r  red  r in g s  
th e  sam e recu rred  in  th e  sam e o rd e r , b u t  th e  co lo u rs  th en  w ere  m u c h  m o re  fa in t, 
a n d  a t last h a rd ly  v is ib le . T h is  a p p ea ra n ce  in cre a se d  in  in te n s ity  u n til five m in u te s  
p a st  e le v e n , a fte r  w h ich  th e  co lo u rs  b e g a n  to  f a d e ; a n d  e x a c t ly  a t tw e lv e , a ll  tra ce  
o f  c o lo u r  d isa p p ea red . H o w e v e r , I  c o n tin u e d  m y  ob se rv a tio n s , a n d  s o o n  fo u n d  
th a t  th e  p h e n o m e n a  had  n o t  c o n c lu d e d , fo r  th e  co lo u rs  n o w  b e g a n  to  re tu rn  in  a 
rev ersed  o rd e r— i. e . ,  a t  the S u n ’s c e n tre  w as n o w  a sp o t  o f  p u re ly  w h ite  l ig h t , a n d  
e a ch  co lo u r  w as re p la ce d  b y  its  c o m p le m e n ta ry  o n e  ; a n d , m o s t  a s to n ish in g  to  
re la te , th is  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  the S u n ’ s d isc  in cre a se d  in  in te n s ity  o f  c o lo u r  u n til fivo 
m in u te s  b e fo re  o n e , a n d  th e n  b e g a n  to  fa d e , va n ish in g  co m p le te ly  a t th irty -fiv e  
m in u tes  p a st  tw o , a fte r  w h ich  every  th iu g  re s u m e d  its  o rd in a ry  a p p e a ra n ce , a n d  
n o th in g  m o re  co u ld  b e  d isce rn e d  u n u su a l th ro u g h o u t  th e  d a y .

A  fe w  w ord s  re s p e c t in g  th e  ca u se  o f  this e x tra o rd in a ry  p h e n o m e n o n . I t  is  w e ll 
k n o w n  that i f  tw o  co n v e x  le n s e s  o f  sm a ll cu rva tu re  b e  p la c e d  in  c o n ta c t , a n d  a 
p e n c il  o f  s u n lig h t  b e  a llo w e d  t o  fa ll u p o n  th e m , th a t  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  p re se n te d  b y  
th e  r e fle c te d  ray is  th a t o f  a d a rk  sp o t  su rrou n d ed  b y  c o lo u r e d  r in g s , fr o m  b lu e  to  
r e d , a n d  that the tra n sm itted  lig h t  e x h ib it s  a b r ig h t  sp o t  su rrou n d ed  b v  r in g s  o f  the 
c o m p le m e n ta ry  c o lo u r - ,  w h ich  are co m m o n ly  k n o w n  as “  N e w t o n ’s r in g s .”  N o w , 
i f  tw o  th in  film s  o f  v a p o u r , e x t r e m e ly  n e a r  t o g e th e r , passed  b e tw e e n  the S u n ’s d isc  
a n d  th e  e y e  o f  an o b se rv e r , th e  s c ie n t if ic  rea d er w ill im m e d ia te ly  see th a t the trans
m it te d  rays m ig h t  p ro d u c e  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  I  h a ve  d e sc r ib e d  as ta k in g  p la c e  a fte r  
tw e lv e  o ’c lo c k  ; b u t  to  p ro d u ce  that ob se rv e d  b e fo re  tw e lv e , th e  rays re fle c te d  fr o m  
th e  ea rth  b y  th ose  tw o  film s o f  va p ou r m u s t  h a ve  b e e n  a ga in  re fle cte d  b y  a  th ird  
fi lm , a n d  thus b r o u g h t  to  th e  e y e  in  a m a n n e r  so m e w h a t  a n a lo g o u s  to  th a t in  w h ich  
th e  m o c k  S u n  is  fo u n d . A s  th is  th ird  film  m o v e d  a w a y , th e  p h e n o m e n o n  m u st  
v a ry , a n d  a t  last d isa p p ea r , and  th e  S u n 's  tra n sm itted  ra ys , n o w  re a ch in g  th e  e y e  
w ith o u t  a n y  re f le c t io n , w o u ld  ch a n g e  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  to  th a t ob served  fr o m  tw e lv e  
to  h a lf-p a s t  tw o . I  ca n n o t , h o w e v e r , y e t  e x p la in  w h y  th e  p er iod s  o f  m a x im u m  
b r ig h tn e ss  shou ld  b e  eq n i-d is ta n t  fr o m  n o o n , as I  a m  a t  a  loss  to  k n o w  w h a t fu n c 
t io n s  o f  th e  S u n ’s h o u r  a n g le  th e  m o tio n s  o f  th ese  lum inae o f  va p ou r co u ld  b e . T h e  
co r re c tn e s s  o f  th e  a b o v e  h y p o th e s is  is  r e m a rk a b ly  co n fir m e d  b y  m ic r o m e tic a l  a d 
m ea su rem en ts  w h ich  I  to o k  o f  th e  a n g u la r  m a g n itu d e  o f  the red  and  v io le n t  r in g s . 
I fo u n d  th ese  t o  b e  n ea rly  in  th e  ra tio  o f  fo r ty -th r e e  to  th ir ty , i . e . n e a r ly  in  the 
ra tio  o f  th e  squ are  ro o ts  o f  th e  le n g th s  o f  th e  u n d u la tion s  co r re s p o n d in g  to  red  and  
v io le t  ra ys , w h ich  is e x a c t ly  w h at o u g h t  to  b e  th e  ca se  i f  m y  h y p o th e s is  is c o r re c t . 
T h e  co lo u r s  in  th e  sp e c tru m  b e fo re  n o o n  w ere  fa in te r  th a n  th ose  ob se rv e d  a fte r -
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w a rd s  ; a n d  s om e  U nlit m u st  lie  lo s t  b y  th e  s e co n d  re fle c t io n  ; i f  m y  h y p oth es is  i*  
c o r r e c t ;  th is  is  a n o th e r  r e m a rk a b le  co n fir m a tio n  o f  its  tru th . I  have w r itten  th e  
a b o v e  in  g r e a t  h a s te , w h ich  I  h o p e  y o u  w ill e x c u s e .

T H E O D O R E  F .  E L L I S .  
T r in it y  C o lle g e , C a m b r id g e , M a rc h  9 th , 1845 .

GS. S U M M E R  Q U A R T E R ,  1 8 4 5 .
“ Make a chain : for the land is full of bloody crimes, andjthe city is full of violence.”  Eaek. vii. 2.1. ' 

M a n y  m u rd ers  w ill h e  p e rp e tra te d  a n d  m u c h  a n g ry  fe e l in g  ; m e r e ly  b e ca u s e  o n e  
m a n  d o e s  n o t  th in k  e x a c t ly  as a n o th e r . P u lp it  ora tors  w ill v e n t  th e ir  ire  u p o n  th e ir  
c o n g r e g a t io n s , b e ca u s e  m e n  w ill h a v e  a  m in d  o f  th e ir  o w n , and fo rm  th e ir  o w n  
o p in io n s  : “  B u t  th ese  sp e a k  ev il o f  th ose  th in g s  w h ich  th e y  k n o w  n o t ;  b u t  w h a t  
th e y  k n o w  n a tu ra lly , as b ru te  b e a s ts , in  th ose  th in g s  th e y  co r ru p t  th em se lv es . W o e  
u n to  th e m  !”  says S t. J u d e ,  “ fo r  th e y  h a ve  g o n e  in to  th e  w a y  o f  C a in , and  ran 
g r e e d ily  a fte r  the error  o f  B a la a m  far reward." J u p ite r  squ are  M e r c u r y , Ir ish  
b ish o p s  a p p ea r  v ery  b u sy  in  a n s w e r in g  the a tta ck  o f  th e  E n g lis h  p ro testa n t c le r g y 
m e n . Ire la n d  b e n e f it te d , p e a ce  p re v a il, a n d  D u b lin  flo u r ish e s . R a th e r  a s ta g n a 
t io n  in  th e  S h e ffie ld  tra d e . F ru stra t io n s  in  th e  a c co m p lis h m e n t  o f  m a n y  o f  the 
ra ilw a y  c o n je c tu r e s  in  o u r  o w n  la n d . A  s ic k ly  Q u a r te r ; b o w e l c o m p la in ts , s om e  
ca ses  o f  c h o le r a , a n d  a fe w  a p o p le c t ic  v ic tim s . R o y a l  jo u r n e y s  w ill b e  d a n g e ro u s , 
w ith  a fflic tion  to  the y o u th fu l b ra n ch e s  o f  th e  roy a l fa m ily . T a lk s  o f  m a rr ia g e  o f  
th e  q u e e n  o f  S p a in . F iv e  p la n ets  re tro g ra d in g  in  S e p te m b e r , p o r te n d  m u ch  s ic k 
n e ss  and m a n y  d ea th s  in  E n g la n d . 1 a m  sorry  to  see o m e n  o f  a c c id e n t  to  p itm e n  
a n d  e x ca v a to rs . E a r th q u a k e s  in  In d ia . S o m e  g o v e r n m e n t  g ra n ts  to  th e  Ir ish  
c le r g y .  A  f llic tion  to  th e  R u ssia n  C za r , o r  s o m e  o f  h is  fa m ily  ; a n d  m u ch  w a r lik e  
d is tu rb a n ce  in  s om e  p a rts  o f  h is  e m p ir e . J u p ite r  s ta t io n a ry , n ea r th e  en d  o f  A u 
g u s t , w ill b e n e fit  all p e rso n s  h o rn  a t o r  a b o u t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  M a y , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  
th ose  b o rn  a b o u t  n o o n , w ill  b e  p rosp erou s  in  b u s in ess , a n d  w ill b e  in c lin e d  to  a cts  
o f  b e n e v o le n c e . T h o s e  h orn  a b o u t  tw o  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f  the 1st, 2 n d , or  3 rd , o f  
M a y , w ill h e  p ro sp e ro u s  in  jo u r n e y in g ;  a n d  th ose  b o rn  n ea r su n se t m a y  re m o v e , 
tak e  fresh  p re m ise s , e n te r  in to  p a rtn ersh ip . T h o s e  b o rn  a fte r  8 p . M. m a y  e x p e c t  
th e ir  h ea lth  to  h e  g o o d " ; a n d  th ose  b o r n  a b o u t  4  A. M. m a y  g e t  in  d e b ts , w r ite  o u t  
b i l ls ,  and lo o k  a fte r  o th e r  p e cu n ia ry  b e n e fits . T h e  q u e e n  o f  E n g la n d  h a s  o p e ra t in g  
in  h e r  n a tu s  Ascendant, semisi/nare Mars; a n d  th e  Sun conjunction of Mars, th ese  w ill 
b e ,  I  fe a r , p ro d u c tiv e  o f  in fla m m a tio n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w h o le  b o d y , and m o re  e s p e 
c ia lly  in  th e  h e a d . C a la m it ie s  in  P o r tu g a l and  A le x a n d r ia . 'T h e  k in g  o f  th e  
F r e n c h  in  t r o u b le , and  s om e  w a r lik e  a c t  is c o n c o c t e d  b y  h im . S ir It . P e e l  s till 
ca rr ies  a ll h is  m ea su res , a n d  his stars b e sp e a k  h im  p o p u la r ity . A c c id e n ts  to  th ea tres . 
A  d isea se  appenvs to  a fflic t  th e  e y e s  o f  m a n y  p erson s . [ a lso  fea r th a t w e  sh a ll b e  
p lu n g e d  in to  w a r, and  i f  s o , w e  shall lo so  very  m a te r ia lly . T h e  p o s it io n  o f  S a tu rn  
p o r te n d s  m a n y  n ew  la w s  a n d  g r e a t  d e b a te s  in  b o th  h ou ses  o f  p a r lia m e n t. A s a  
c o m e t , T b e lie v e , w ill h e  a p p ro a ch in g  th e  S u n  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  q u a rte r , w e 
m a y  exp ert. “  g re a t  rains and  d e tr im e n t  to  th e  g r a in s ” — y e t  I b e lie v e  w e  sh a ll h a ve  
a  m o d e ra te  ha rvest t i m e ; e s p e c ia lly  th e  la tte r  p a rt  o f  th e  ha rvest s ea son . In s u rr e c 
t io n  in  S p a in .

6 9 . E L E C T R I C A L  P H E N O M E N A ,  1845.

J u l y . Stormt— in  th is  m o n th  m a y  b e  e x p e c te d  th ree  o r  fo u r  s to rm s  u n d e r  th e  
s ta t io n a ry  p o s it io n s  o f  H e r s c h e l  a n d  M a rs , b e tw e e n  the 1st q u a rter  a n d  th e  fu ll 
M o o n . H e a v y  fa lls  o f  ra in  a b o u t  th e  1 5th , St. Swit/iin, th e  2 1 s t , th e  2 3 r d , and  th e  
t im e  w h e n  ©  m e e t  w ith  a sp e ct  fro m  a n d  F T ; th e ir  a sp e c t  a re in the Meteorologist.
1 a n t ic ip a te  great fluctuations in the temperature o f  the a i r ; am i v ery  w e t  in terv a ls . 
Earthquakes a b o u t  the 16th o r  1 7 th , a n d  th e  2 1 s t  o r  2 2 n d  d a ys .

A u o u s t .—Earthouakes a b o u t  tin* 2 n d , th e  8 th  o r  9 th , th e  17th , 18th , 19th , a n d  
tin- 2 9 th  o r  3 0 th . Meteors, a b o u t  the titli t o  th e  1 1th , w ith  l ig h tn in g  at n ig h ts , e s p e 
c ia lly  b e tw e e n  th e  M o o n ’s last q u a rter  and  th e  e n d  o f  th e  m o u th . H a d  the M o o n  
fo rm e d  a sp e ct  w ith  S ol on  the 2 n d , w e  m i^ h t  h a ve  co n fid e n t ly  a n tic ip a te d  a th u n d er  
s to rm . T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  d a ys  s h o w e ry , m in g le d  w ith  h a il.

Sr.PTF.M H Kn— S h o w e ry  m o n th , h u t n o t  c o n tin u e d  ra in  : a toterahle harrest time. 
Tt.niuler rain a b ou t th e  10th , 11th , 1 2th , 19th , and 2 9t!i days. 11 oohj. a b o u t  th e  
8 th , 15th , 18th , and  n ea r the e n d . A  s ick ly  m o u th , m an y  ca ses  o f  ch o le ra .



THE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER AND METEOROLOGIST. 105

7 0 . a s t r o - m e t e o r o l o g y .

P red iction s o f  th e W ea th er,  fr o m  th e C on ju n ction s a n d  A sp ects  o f  th e P la n ets•

FROM COELY.

Saturn  and J u p iTeR in aspect—ought ter be considered according to tl:er nature 
of the Signs: in firry signs, they produce heat and drought; in moist signs, rain, 
hail and winds, and considerable mutations of the air both before and after, if other 
causes contradict not; but more particularly in the Spring they cause a disturbed 
or moist air ; in Summer, thunder and hail; in Autumn,* rains and wind ; and iu 
Winter, frost or snow, generally a troubled air, and storms that continue.

Saturn  a n d  M ars in  a sp e c t— a n d  th e  fo rm e r  skew i n  m o t io n , th en  u su a lly  h a il 
o r  ra in  fo llo w s , s o m e tim e s  a c co m p a n ie d  w ith  l ig h tn in g  a n d  v ery  tem p e s tu o u s  w e a 
t h e r ;  in  moist s ig n s , da rk  and  c lo u d y  l e a t h e r ,  th e  a ir is c o r ru p te d  a n d  h u r t fu l ; th is 
is  in crea sed  o r  d im in ish e d  as M a rs  o r  S atu rn  m eets  w ith  F ix e d  S tars ; m o re  p a r t ic u 
la r ly  in  th e  Spring, ra in  a n d  th u n d e r  ;• in  Summer, ha il o r  th u n d e r  ; in  Autumn, w in d  
e r  ra in  ; a n d  in  Winter, c o ld  rem iss  w eather,- s o m e tim e s  sn ow  fo llo w s ;

Saturn  a n d  Sun in  a sp e c t— in  S/iring,• e x p e c t  c o ld  sh ow ers  ; in  Summer, th u n 
d e r  a n d  s torm s  o f  ha il-; in  Autumn, c o ld  a n d  r a in ;  in  Winter, s o m e tim e s -fro s t , b u t  
u su a lly  m o is t , d a rk , c lo u d y , o r  s n o w y  w e a th e r . G e n e ra lly  th ese  p la n e ts , b e in g  in  
a s p e c t , p ro d u ce  c o ld  ra in y  w e a th e r , a n d  s o m e tim e s  h a il, b o th  b e fo re  a n d  a fte r , e s p e 
c ia lly  i f  th e y  are in  uxdtry s ig n s , ’ tis  a n  a/iertio port or urn cedi, a n d  ra re ly  passes w ith 
o u t  n o ta b le  a lte ra tion  o f  th e  a ir.

Sa t u r n  a n d  V enus in  a sp e c t— in  th e  Spring, c o ld  ra in  ; in ’ th e  Summer, h a sty  
s h o w e r s ; in  Autumn, c o ld  s to rm y  w e a tlie r  ; a n d  in  Wilder, s n o w , s le e t  o r  ra in , 
g e n e ra lly  c o ld  sh ow ers  o r  h a il fo l lo w  (e s p e c ia lly  i f  t liey  are in  s ig n s  o f  a  unferi/ na> 
tu re ), in d e e d  th e y  p ro d u c e  v ery  u n ce rta in  w ea th er  for  th e  m o s t  p a rt  a t  a n y  se a so n , 
y e t  n o t  v io le n t .

Satu rn  and  M ércTURy  in  a sp e c t— in  th e  Spring, b e to k e n  ra in  a n d  c o ld  w in d s , 
o r  c lo u d y  w e a th e r  ; in  th e  Summer, s o m e  lew  sh ow ers  a n d  brisk  g a le s  o f  w in d  ; in  
Autumn, d a rk  o b sc u re  w e a t h e r ;  in  Winter, it  p o r te n d s  s o m e tim e s  v io le n t  s torm s  o f  
w iu d , d r iv in g  snow *; in  sh o rt , i f  th ese  p la n ets  m e e t  in  moist s ig n s , j u d g e  m o is t  
w e a t h e r ;  in  dry s ig n s , th e  c o n tra ry  ; in  tnrthy, c o ld , u n w h o le s o m e  c lo u d y  w ea th er  -r 
a n d  in  airy s ig n s , lo fty  w in d s , i f  o th e r  s ig n s  c o n tr a d ic t  n o t .

Saturn  and  M oon in  asjKict— in  th e  Spring, p o r te n d  a m o is t  and  tro u b le d  a ir  ; 
th e  sa m e  in  Summer, w ith  an  a b a te m e n t  o f  h ea t , a n d  so m e tim e s  hail ; in  Autumn, 
c lo u d y  w e a th e r , a n d  a  litt le  tro>t ; in  Winter, c o ld  a n d  c lo u d y , w h ich  is  in crea sed  i f  
a t  the sa m e  t im e  S a tu rn  b e h o ld  M e r cu ry  b y  squ are  o r  o p p o s it io n . S atu rn  a n d  M o o n  
so c o n jo in e d  in  moist s ig n s , g e n e ra lly  p ro d u c e  c o ld  and  c lo u d y  w ea th er  ; in  S a g itta 
rius o r  C a p r ico rn  e s p e c ia lly , o r  in  airy s ig n s , the c o ld  is  a u g m e n te d , a n d  so m e tim e s  
b a il fo llow  s a b o u t th e  fu ll M o o n  ; h u t a t th e  n e w  M o o n  d ry  w e a th e r , i f  in  dry s ig n s , 
s o m e tim e s  fros ts , o r  d a rk , o b s c u r e  a n d  c lo u d y , a t  o th e r  t im es  m o re  p lea sa n t, w ith  
an in te rm ix tu re  o f  g e n t le  s h o w e rs , w h ere  n o te , w h e n  the M o o n  is  jo in e d  to  S a tu rn  
th e  tid es  a re  a lso  in cre a s e d .'

J u p ite r  a n d  M ars in  a sp e ct— in  the Spring a n d  Autumn p ro d u c e  w in d s  o f  a 
v io le n t  n a tu re  ; in  Summer, a n  in c r e a s e  o f  h e a t , w ith  th u n d e r  a l s o ; in  Winter,  th e  
c o ld  is d im in is h e d , a n d  th e  a ir  b e c o m e s  te m p e ra te  a n d  ca lm . T h e  n atu ra l p o r te n ts  
o f  th ese  p la n e ts  so  c o n jo in e d  in  moist s ig n s , a re  g e n e ra lly  th u n d e r , l ig h tn in g , a n d  
ra in  ; in  Jiery s ig n s  th e re  u su a lly  fo l lo w  th u n d e r , ra in , c o r ru s ca tio n s , a n d  su ltry  
h e a t ; i f  th ese  p la n e ts  rise  w ith  a n y  stars o f  a  te m p e s tu o u s  n a tu re , th e y  m a k e  a  v ery  
co n s id e ra b le  a lte ra t io n  in  th e  a ir , s o m e tim e s  h a il in  W in t e r ,  o r  s tra n g e  tu rb u le n t  
w e a th e r .

J u p ite r  and Sun in aspect —  produce winds in Spring and Autumn; in 
Summer, thunder and lightning ; in Winter, an abatement or remission of cold, and 
a temperate and pleasant air ; this congress generally produces w holesome gales o f  
w ind, and pleasant, fair, temperate weather, if it happen in airy signs ; if in moist 

pleasant sprinkling showers follow ; in Jiery signs, an increase of heat, and 
lair pleasant w eatliv-r ; but if in tnrthy signs, not so delightful.

J u p ite r  and \ enus in aspect—give plea
1»

g a le s , w ith  w ea th er  p le a sa n t and
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wholesome, both for man anil beast, in any quarter of the year: these planets pro
duce very temperate, tranquil, calm weather in most signs.

J u p ite r  and M er c u r y  in aspect—generally stir up winds and tempests, but 
seldom rain therewith; in fiery signs, they portend dry weather; ill airy, much 
more pleasant, with gentle gales: in short, Mercury produces winds more or less, 
with any planet, or at any season of the year.

J u pite r  and  Moon in  a sp e c t— for  th e  m o s t  p a rt  p ro d u c e  v ery  p ro p it io u s , fa 
v o u ra b le  a n d  se re n e  w e a th e r , w ith  g e n t le  g a le s  o f  w in d , and  in  s om e  s ig n s  o f  a m o is t  
n a tu re , an  in cre a s e  o f  sp rea d in g  w h ite  c lo u d s , a n d  ill e v e ry  season  o f  th e  y e a r  y o u  
m a y  e x p e c t ,  u p o n  su ch  c o n fig u ra t io n s , v ery  ca lm  a n d  te m p e ra te  w ea th er  in  g e n e r a l.

M ars and  Sun in  a sp e ct— u su a lly  p ro d u ce  (in  a n a tu ra l w a y )  th u n d e r , l ig h t n in g , 
ra in , h a il, w ith  v io le n c e , i f  it  h e  in  th e  Summer, and in  a n y  s ig n  o f  the Fiery Tri- 
plinhj; th e y  a lso  in cre a s e  h e a t  a n d  d r o u g h t ;  in  airy s ig n s , n o t  o n ly  d isea ses  a r e  
e n g e n d e r e d , b u t  a da rk  sk y  a n d  d r ip p in g  c lo u d s  fo llo w  : s o m e t im e s , in  th e  Siiring 
a n d  Summer, w h ir lw in d s  a n d  d ry  w e a th e r  p in  Autumn, m o re  te m p e ra te  ; in  WinterT 
th e y  a b a te  th e  co ld  : b u t  in  n o  q u a rte r  d o  th ey  p ro d u c e  se re n e  air w h o le so m e  fo r  
m a n k in d .

M aks and V enus in nspect—in S p rin g  and A u tu m n  they generate rain, and 
even in S um m er they produce many showers; in W in ter , warm weather for the 
season, but it often vanes ; if they be in w a tery  signs, they produce much rain, yet 
the weather in general, in this case, is moderately good and favourable.

M ars a n d  M ercu ry  in  a sp e ct— p ro d u c e , in  th e  Spiring a n d  W in ter , sn ow  : in  
S u m m er, te m iies tn on s  w e a th e r , v io le n t  s to rm s , th u n d e r , l ig h tn in g , a n d  h a i l ; in  
A u tu m n , w in d s  and  su d d e n  sh ow ers  o f  ra in  o r  h a i l ; in  f i e r y  s ig n s , th e y  s ig n ify  an  
in c r e a s e  o f  h e a t  and  d ro u g h t  in  e x c e s s  ; in  w a tery  s ig n s , ra in  ; in  a iry  s ig n s , w a rm  
w in d s , b u t  o fte n  tu rb u le n t  a n d  d a n g erou s .

M ars a n d  Moon in  a sp e c t— p ro d u c e  sh ow ers  in  th e  Spiring o r  A u tu m n  ; in  the- 
S u m m er, h a il , th u n d e r  a m ! l ig h t n in g , b u t  n o t  o f t e n ;  a  rem iss ion  o f  co ld  and  s o m e  
ra in  in  W in ter , h u t  n o t  m u ch  ; in  g e n e ra l th ey  p o r te n d  ra in  in  w a te ry  s ig n s  ; d ro u g h t  
in  f i e r y ; a n d  in  a iry  s ig n s  w a rm  w ea th er,, sp re a d in g  t lie  h ea v en s  w ith  red  a n d  y e l lo w  
c lo u d s , in  m a n y  p la ce s  (s o m e t im e s  a  r a in b o w ) p ro g n o s t ica t in g  ra in  to  fo l lo w .

S un a n d  V  knus in  a sp e ct— fo r  th e  m o s t  p a rt  b r in g  m o is t  w e a th e r , e s p e c ia lly  i n  
s ig n s  o f  th e  W a tery  T rij> lieily , in  Spiring a n d  Autumn p a r t icu la r ly  g e n t le  sh ow ers  p 
in  S u m m er, th e se  a re  s o m e tim e s  a co o u ip a n ie d  w ith  th u n d e r , i f  o th e r  th in g s  in  N a 
tu re  c o n c u r  ; b u t  in  W in ter , th is  c o n ju n c t io n  u su a lly  p ro d u ce s  fo g g y  m o is t  w e a th e r , 
a n d  th e  m o re  e s p e c ia lly  s o , i f  th e y  are  a lso  in  a s p e c t  w ith  S atu rn .

Sun a n d  MERCURY in  a s p e c t— g e n e ra lly  p ro d u c e  b r isk  g a le s  o f  w in d  in  a ir y  
s ig n s , a n d  th is  is th e  m o r e  ce r ta in  i f  M e r c u r y  b e  le a v in g  h is  s ig n  ; ra in  in  m a tt  
s ig n s , o r  d r iz z lin g  w e a t h e r ; in  f i e r y s ig n s ,  ’ tis  d r y , a n d  w a rm  w in d s , w h ic h  are very  
u n w h o le s o m e  : V e n u s  a n d  M e r c u r y  a lw a ys  a tten d  the S u n , a n d  nre n e v e r  e lo n g a te d - 
fa r fro m  h im , a n d  d o  n o t  o c c a s io n  m u c h  a lte ra tio n  o f  th e  a tm o sp h e re  in  a n y  s ig n s .

Sun a n d  M oon in  a sp ect '— p ro d u ce  ra in  a n d  red d ish  c lo u d s  w ith  g r e a t  d rop s  o f  
w a ter  in  nm ist s ig n s ;  in  f ie r y  s ig n s , fa ir  w e a th e r , and  the a ir is ch a n g e d  a c c o r d in g  
to  the season  a n d  p re s e n t  te m p e ra tu re  : th e  M o o n  ca u se th  th e  g re a te s t  ( lu x  o f  th e  
se a  a t h e r  a sp e c t  w ith  th e  S u n  ; th e  sa m e  in  all w a tery  h u m o u rs , w h ic h  is  a u g 
m e n te d  i f  she b e  n ea r th e  P le ia d e s , o r  H y a d e s , a t th e  sam e t im e , to g e th e r  w ith  
o th e r  ca u ses  w h ic h  o u g h t  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  w ith  th ese  ju d g m e n t s .

V enus a n d  M er c u r y  in  a s p e c t— u su a lly  g e n e ra te  sh ow ers  in  m u st s ig n s , a n d  
g e n e ra lly  p ro d u c e , a t a n y  season  o f  th e  y e a r , m o is t  w in d s ;  i f  a t  th e  sam e t im e  th e  
lu m in a rie s  are in  a s p e c t , o r  n e a r  i t ,  e x p e c t  p le n ty  o f  ra in , i f  o th e r  m o re  p o w e r fu l 
in f lu e n c e s  h in d e r  n o t .

V enus and  M oon in  a sp e ct— g e n e r a l ly  p resa g e  m ild  a n d  g e n t le  sh o w e rs , o r  
d ro p p in g  m o is t  w e a th e r , m o r e  o r  le ss , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  season  o f  flu? y e a r , a u g m e n t
in g  th e  t id e s , i f  j o in e d  to  stars o f  a v io le n t  and  te m p e s tu o u s  n a t u r e : in  the S p rin g , 
th e y  p ro d u c e  a c lo u d y  m o is t  season  ; in  S u m m er, a rem iss ion  o f  h e a t  and  d r o u g h t ; 
in  A u tu m n , c lo u d y , a n d  d a rk  a i r ;  a n d  in  W in ter , c o l d ,  s o m e tim e s  s n o w  o r  s le e t ,  a 
l i t t le  b e fo re  and  a fte r , h u t  n o t  v io le n t , o r  o f  a n y  lo n g  c o n t in u a n c e , u n less  p ro d u c e d  
fr o m  o th e r  ca u se s  m o r e  p o w e r fu l.

M oon a n d  V enus in  a sp e c t— p r o g n o s t ic a te  c lo u d s , w in d  a n d  ra in , w ith  va rie ty  
o f  w e a th e r  a t  a n y  season  ; i f  th ey  h e  in  iea tery s ig n s , th e n  e x p e c t  m o is tu re  ; in  a iry
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s ig n s , th e y  p resa g e  w i n d ; in  firry s ig n s , d ry  w e a t h e r ; in  earthy s ig n s , a c o ld  a n d  
d u ll  sea so n , fo g g y  a n d  c lo u d y , b u t  o f  a very  sh ort  c o n t in u a n c e , u n less  o th e r  p la n ets  
h a p p e n  a t  th e  sam e t im e  to  m a k e  a n y  n o ta b le  c o n fig u ra t io n .

S I M M O N I T E ’S  T A B L E ,

Containing a few Astro-Meteorological Rules for Judging the Weather.

P L A N E T S . S PH IN vi. S U M M E R . A U T U M N . w i n t e r . 1
I ; I  a n d  I ?  . . S to rm s C o o l ra in T u r b u le n t R a in  a n d  c o ld  1
L I  a n d  JL ... S le e t  o r  ra in R a i n ; d u ll R .,d e n s e  a tm s D u l l ; d rizz le
U  a n d  . .  - R a in R a in R a in D o w n fa ll ,c ld y
H  a n d  $ ... . R a in C lo u d y , w in d R a in y D o w n  fa ll, w ild
H  a n d  2 • • • • W in d  and  h a il S h ow ers W in d y S to r m y  &  co o l
H a n d  © . . . S u d d n . squ a lls C lo u d y S u d u . squ alls C ld y  ¿ s q u a l l y
©  a n d  H . .  - W iu d a n d r a in S u d n . ch a n g e s \\ in d  an d  ra in S n o w ;  w in d
0  and  h ... C o ld  ra in T h u n .& s h w r s C o ld  rain S n o w  o r  ra in
©  and  T± . .  - W in d y T h u n .& w arm W in d  &  w arm R e m is s  o f  co ld
©  a n d  A ... W in d y  &  dry T h u n .& l ig h t . D r y  ; w iu d y D it t o
©  a n d  $ . . . . M o is tu re S h ow ers S m a ll rain R a in  a n d  m is t
©  a n d  § . . . . W in d S h rs .a u d  w in d S h w rs i&  w in d D o w n fa ll
b  a n d  M . . . W iu d a n d r a in R a in  &  th u n . W in d  and  ra in T u r b u le n t
b  a n d  c5 . • • R a in & t l iu n d r T h n n d .S s  hail R a in  &  w a rm R e m is s o f c o ld
b  a n d  $ . . . . C o ld  rain S u d d e n  ra in C o ld  ra in S n o w  an d  rain

a n d  £ f . . . . W in d a n d  ra in W in d y W in d &  cloiiuS W in d  &  sn ow
b  and  O  • • ■ C ld s .i t  m oistr . C o o l  ra in C lo u d y C ld y . & sn ow
2(. a n d  <-? . . . T u r b u le n t T h a n .  &  h e a t W in d  &  w a rm T e  o p e ra te
2£ a n d  2  . . . . S p r in g  w ea th r P le a s a n t B le a k  air W  arm  season

a n d G r e a t w in d s W in d  &  th u n . W in d & m o is t . W iu d a n d r a in
1L a n d  © . . . C u m u li C u m u li C u m u li F a :r w e a th e r
f  a n d  9 _____ M u c h  ra in S m a ll m in R a in y R a in  o r  sn ow

and  if . . . . W in d  an d  ra in T lm n .n n d h a il W in d a n d  hail S n o w  a n d  rain
c?  a n d  Q  . . . S om etim s .h a il T h u u r . s t  irm s In te m p e r a te V  a m b l e
9  a n d  Q - . . . S h ow ers W in d y \\ in d & c lo u d s W in d  &  sn ow
9  a n d  Q  . . . C ld s .&  m o is tr . R e m . o f  heat C lo u d y W in d  &  sn ow
0  S ta tion a ry . R a in G lo o m y S h ow ers D w u f l .& fo g y .
<3 and  }  . . . G u s t y ; slivers. ! S h o w e 's G u s ty , sh ow rs F o g  a n d  m is t

©  a n d  A  ___ F in e  in terv a ls ! C h ie f ly  fin e G lo o m v C o o l&  g lo o m y
CO a n d  ? _____ C lo n d y & w in d ! C lo u d y & w in d C lo u d v & w in d C lo u d y & w iu d
$  a n d  2 . . . . S h ow ers S h ow ers S h ow ers D o w n fa ll

I I  s ta tion a ry T b u n r . storm s T h u u r . storm s T h u n r . storm s T h u n r . storm s
Zf s ta tion a ry F in e ■ F in e F in e F in e
y  e lo n g . m a x . O fte n  sm . ra in T e n d , t o  ra in S h w rs .&  brzes C h a n g e a b le
©  c h a n , s ign s C h a n g e a b le C h a n g e a b le C h a n g e a b le C h a n g e a b le
H d i t t o ........... U n s e tt le d U n s e tt le d U n s e tt le d T u r b u le n t
b  s ta tion a ry C o ld  and  d n ll C o o le r C o ld  w ea th er C o ld ; p rh . fo g

R r i .E .— In  ju d g in g  from  th e  s t a v e  . jih o r ix m s , w h an  S p r in g  is n e w ly  o v e r , ta k e  th e  e ffe cts  o f  S pr in g  
a n d  S u m m e r , a n d  m a k e  a  ju d ic io u s  c o m m ix t u r e ; and  s o  o f  th e  res t  o f  tn e  sea son s .

.71. C H R O N O L O G I C A L  E F F E C T S  O F  T H E  P L A N E T S  O N  T H E  
W E A T H E R ,  1844 .

T h e  h u m id ity  o f  th e  tw o  S u m m e rs , 1S43 a n d  1 34 4 , h a s  g iv e n  rise  to  m e te o r o lo 
g ic a l  ob se rv a tio n s  o n  th e  sta te  o f  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  P a r is , fro m  w h ic h  i t  h a s  resu lt
ed  th a t, u p o n  an a v e ra g e , th ere  are .r>7 d a ys  o f  h e a t , 53  o f  fro s t, 12 o f  s n o w , 180 o f  
f o g ,  and  140 o f  ra in  ; a n d  fu r th e r , th a t  th is  sta te  o f  th e  a tm osp h ere  is  a n n u a lly  g e t 
t in g  w orse .

Splendid Meteor at Constantinople— J u n e  3 0 t h , 1844— t o -d a y , a b o u t  five  m in u te s  
b e fo r e  su n se t, w e  h a d  a sp len d id  s ig h t  h e r e . T h e  a tm osp h ere  w a s  h a z y , h u t  w ith 
o u t  a  c lo u d  ; th e rm o m e te r  a lrout 9 0  d e g r e e s . A n  im m e n s e  m e te o r , l ik e  a g ig a n t ic  
C o n g r e v e  r o c k e t , d a r te d , w ith  a  ru sh in g  n o is e , fr o m  ea st to  w e s t . I t s  l ig h tn in g
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c o u rse  w a s  m a rk e d  b y  a  streak  o f  fire , a n d  a fte r  a p a ssag e  o f  s om e  4 0  o r  5 0  d e g r e e s , 
i t  b u rst  Jike a ,b o o m -s h e l l ,  w ith o u t  d e to n a t io n , l ig h t in g  lip  th e  h e m isp h e re  w ith  the 
b r i l lia n c y  o f  th e  n o o n d a y  su n , 0 »  its  d isa p p e a ra n ce , a  w h ite  va p ou r rem a in ed  in  
i t s  t r a ck , a n d  w as v is ib le  fo r  n e a r ly  h a l f  an  h o u r . E v e ry  b o d y  th ou g h t it  w as ju s t  
b e fo r e  th e ir  e y e s , b u t  i t  w as  seen  b y  p erson s  12 o r  15 m iles  th e  n o r th w a rd , in  th e  
sa m e  a p p a r e n t  p o s it io n , a n d  p o s it iv e ly  th e  sam e p h e n o m e n o n . T h e  th e rm o m e te r  
s to o d , a t  th is  m o m e n t , a t  i l l  d e g r e e s  in  th e  sh a d e , and  in  th e  c o o le s t  sp o t  th a t  c o u ld  
b e  s e le c te d .

T h e  Meteorologist p re d ic te d  “  J u p ite r  n ea r  th e  e q u a to r  fo r  five  o f  th e  la st d a y s  of 
J u n e ,  a n d  Sun n e a r  a  p a ra lle l of M a rs  fo r  th e  la s t  w e e k , hot in te rv a ls .”  V e n u s  
s ta t io n a ry , a n d  S u n  s e m is e x t ile  o f  V e n u s ,  a n d  M e r cu ry  s e m is e x t ile  o f  M a rs , h e n ce  
th e  h o t  w e a th e r , and  the f ie ry  m e te o r , am i th e  tru th  o f  th e  p ro g n o s t ica t io n .

Destruction by lightning— D u r in g  a  s to rm  o f  th u n d e r  and l ig h tn in g , w h ich  to o k  
p la c e  J u ly  19th , 1844 , th e  e le c t r ic  flu id  s tru ck  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  p re m ise s  o f  M r . W .  
Y o u n g e ,  o f  S to k e , n e a r  C h ich e s te r , w h ich  u t  o n c e  ig n ite d  and  spread  w ith  g r e a t  
ra p id ity .

T h e  Meteorologist has th e  S u n  p a ra lle l o f  M a rs , a t  the t im e  o f  th e  a b o v e  m e n t io n 
e d  p h e n o m e n o n , V e n u s  tr in e  o f  J u p ite r , V e n u s  o p p o s it io n  o f  V e s t a ,  a w l  M e r cu ry  
q u in c u n x  o f  C e re s , and  it  p re d ic te d  th u n d e r , l ig h tn in g , b a i l ,  Sec.

Loss of the Rmmyniede and the Briton— N o v e m b e r  10th , 1 1 th , and 1 2th , R u n n y -  
m e d e , S o u th  Is la n d , o i l 'e a s t  c o a s t  o f  A n d a m a n  Is la n d . I  b e g  to  s ta te , says W . 
D o b s o n , E s q .,  fo r  y o u r  in fo rm a tio n , th a t o n  th e  1 0th , 11 th , a n d  12th o f  N o v e m b e r , 
1844 , o n e  o f  the m o s t  te rr ific  h u rr ica n e s  ra g ed  in  th is  v ic in ity , p erh a p s  e v er  e x p e 
r ie n c e d  b y  m a n  ; i t  w as to ta lly  b e y o n d  d e sc r ip t io n , w h ic h , a fte r  d ism a st in g  and  
re n d e r in g  th e  sh ip  an u n m a n a g e a b le  w r e c k , w ith  o n ly  o n e  b o a t  saved , th rew  ns 
a sh ore  o n  th e  a b o v e  is la n d , a t o n e  o ’c lo c k  in  th e  m o r n in g  o f  th e  1 2th , y e t ,  th ro u g h  
th e  p r o v id e n c e  o f  A lm ig h ty  G o d , w ith o u t  tlui loss  o f  l i fe . A t  d a y  b re a k , w e  saw  
in  sh ore , a  la rg e  b a rk  u p  a m o n g  th e  tre e s , w h ic h  p rov ed  to  b e  th e  B r i t o n , o f  th e  
C ly d e , fr o m  S y d n e r  to  C a lcu tta , w ith  311  so ld ie rs , 3 4  w o m e n , and  51 ch ild re n , 
w ith  a c r e w  o f  3 6  m e n  ; b o a ts  a ll g o n e .  T h e  ca rp e n te rs  o f  b o th  sh ips se t  to  w ork  
o n  o u r  b o a t , w h ic h  has b e e n  ra ised  tw o  s tre a k s , fa ls e -k e e le d , a n d  d e c k e d , and  leaves  
th is  d a y  fo r  a ss ista n ce . W e  aro h e r e  in  a ll 6 3 0  p e o p le , sh ort  o f  p rov is ion s , and  
th o se  m o re  o r  less  d a m a g e d . T h e  w a te r  f lo w s  in  a t  e v e ry  t id e , a n d  e v e ry  th in g  is 
d e stro y e d  : in  fa c t ,  o n e -h a lf  o f  u s  h a ve  n o  sh o e s , and  are w ith o u t  a ch a n g e  o f  l in e n . 
N o  lives  h a ve  b e e n  lo s t  in  e ith e r  ca s e , e x c e p t  o n e  m a n  w h o  a tte m p te d  to  sw im  ash ore .

T h e  Meteorologist fo r  th is  p e r io d  fo re to ld  “  g a le s  o n  the B ritish  c o a s t ” , fro m  C eres  
s q u a re  o f  J u p ite r , a n d  M e rcu ry  sesq u isq u are  o f  H e r s c h e l ; w ith  e le c t r ica l  p h e n o 
m e n a  a b o u t  m id n ig h t  o f  th e  1 2 t h ;  a lso , “ g a le s  in  th e  A t la n t ic ,”  fro m  the M o o n  
in  S a g itta r iu s  o n  th e  e c l ip t ic ,  a n d  h e r  g r e a te s t  s o u th e rn  d e c lin a t io n .

7.2. T H E  M E T E O R O L O G I S T .— From Simmonite’s Journal.

Effects of Snow on Vegetation.
I t  a p p ears  a t  first s o m e w h a t  s in g u la r  th a t th e  A lp in e  p la n ts , su ch  as a u ricu la s , 

s o m e  s a x a fra g e s , See., sh ou ld  1«? o f  d i f f ic u lt  cu ltu r e  m  o u r  c l im a te , and  are  n o t  u n - 
fr e q u e n t ly  d e stro y e d  b y  o u r  W in te r s , w h ils t  th ey  f lou r ish  in  th e ir  n a tiv e  sn o w s  ; b u t  
i f  it  s h ou ld  b o  o b se rv e d  th a t, in  th e  A lp s , w h e re , g r o w in g  w ild , th e y  a re , th ro u g h o u t  
th e  W in t e r ,  co v e re d  w ith  a  c o m p le te  c o a t in g  o f  s n o w , w h ic h , fr o m  n o t  b e in g  n rap id  
c o n d u c to r  o f  h e a t , is  in s tru m e n ta l ip  the ea rth ’s n o t  p a r t in g  q u ic k ly  w ith  its  w arm th , 
— in  th e  sam e m a n n e r  ns a  w o o lle n  g a rm e n t  p rev en ts  th e  e s ca p e  o f  h e a t  fro m  th e  
b o d y ,— th is  p ro te c ts  th em  th ro u g h  th e  co ld  s e a s o n ; w h erea s , in  o u r  c l im a te , th ese  
p la n ts  a re  e x p o s e d  a lte rn a te ly  to  th e  severe  in f lu e n c e  o f  fr o s t , u n p ro te c te d  b y  th e  
s n o w , a n d  to  lo n g  c o n t in u e d  ra in s . T h e  fro s t  in ju r in g  th e  s tru ctu re  o f  th e  le a v e s , 
th e y  b e c o m e  re a d ily  r o tte d  b y  th e  w e t ; a n d  a lth o u g h  th e  p la n ts  are  n o t  e n t ire ly  
k i l le d , th e y  a ro  t o o  m u c h  in ju re d  to  e n su re  a  g o o d  sh ew  o f  b lo ss o m , I t  is  n e c e s 
sa ry , fo r  th e  cu lt iv a t io n  o f  th e  fin e r  sorts  o f  a u ricu la s , Sec., t o  im ita te , as far as p os 
s ib le , th e ir  n a tiv e  c l im a te , b y  p ro te c t in g  th e m , in  a  fra m e  o r  sh e d , b o th  fro m  the 
sev ere  fros t  a n d  w e t . I t  is , h o w e v e r , to  b e  re m a rk e d , th a t o u r  c l im a te  o p p o se s  
a n o th e r  and a seriou s  o b je c t io n  to  tin- ea sy  cu lt iv a t io n  o f  this c lass  o f  p la n ts , a risin g  
fr o m  th e  g re a t  varia t io n  o f  te m p e ra tu re . E v e n  d u r in g  the \\ in ter  m o n th s  th e  p lan ts  
fr e q u e n t ly  c o m m e n c e  g r o w in g  b e fo re  th e  S p r in g  arrives, a n d  th u s  are ren d ered  m o re  
o b n o x io u s  to  th e  s u c c e e d in g  fr o s ts ; a n d , in  a d d it io n , the s tr e n g th  o f  the p la n t (w h ic h
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-should  b e  reserved  fo r  th e  g r e a t  e ffo r t  to  b e  m a d e  in  th e  S p r in g ) is  e x h a u ste d  b e fo re  
its  d u e  season — w h ils t, in  th e  A lp s ,  th e y  l ie  e n t ir e ly  d o rm a n t u n til th e  S u n  a t o n c e  
m e lts  the s n o w , a n d  ca lls  th em  in t o  l i fe  a n d  b lo ss o m . T o  p re v e n t  ¡the p la n t  g r o w 
in g  o u t  o f  its  sea son , i t  is  fo u n d  b e s t  to  p la c e  th e  p o ts  in  a  p a r t  o f  th e  g a rd e n  e x 
p osed  to  a  n o r th e rn  o r  a w e s te rn  a sp e ct .

Diverging Wane Cloud— C  ir r o str a tu s .

I t  ca n  s ca rce ly  h a ve  e s ca p e d  th e  o b s e n a t io n  o f  th ose  w h o  a re  th e  le a s t  a tten tiv e  
to  a tm o s p h e r ica l p h e n o m e n a , th a t the l ig h t  w a n e  c lo u d s  w h ich  p rev a il d u rin g  th e  
S u m m e r  a n d  A u tu m n , fr e q u e n tly  a ssu m e a  d iv e rg in g  fo rm , s tre a m in g  across th e  
firm a m e n t , l ik e  ra d ii fr o m  a  ce n tr e . T h is  c e n tr e , h o w e v e r , is  in  e v e ry  in s ta n ce  
w h ich  w e  h a ve  o b s e n e d ,  p la c e d  b e y o n d  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  th e  v is ib le  h o r izo n  ; a n d  
it  m a y  b e  th is  w h ic h  has le d  M e te o ro lo g is ts  to  re fe r  th e  p h e n o m e n a  to  o p t ic a l  d e 
c e p t io n . O n  th e  c o n tr a r y , w e are c o n v in c e d , fr o m  th e  o b se rv a tio n  o f  n e a r ly  tw e n ty  
y e a rs , th a t t h e  d iv e rg e n ce  is  n o t  o p t ic a l , b u t  r e a l ; a n d  o u r  s c ie n t if ic  fr ie n d s , to  w h o m  
w e  have m a n y  t im es  p o in te d  it  o u t , h a ve  u n ifo r m ly  a g reed  w ith  us in  re fe rr in g  th e  
p h e n o m e n a  to  e le c t n c i t y ,  e le c t ro -m a g n e t is m , o r  s o m e  o th e r  s im ilar  ca u s e . T h e  
w in d , u n q u e s t io n a b ly , e x e r ts  s om e  in f lu e n c e , as m a y  b e  seen  in  th e  fe a th e ry  w a v in g  
w h ich  o fte n  o c c u r  a m o n g  s trea k s  o f  w a n e -c lo u d , g iv in g  so m e  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  an  
a rro w , a n d  o th ers  o f  a  h o rse ’s ta il, f lo a t in g  in  th e  w in d . T h a t  th e  va u lted  a p p e a r
a n c e ,  s o m e  tim es  a lso  a ssu m ed  b y  w a n e -c lo u d s , is  n o t  an  o p t ica l d e ce p t io n  w e  ca n  
p r o v e , b y  h a r in g  m o re  th a n  o n c e  w itn essed  a s iifg le  s treak  cr o ss in g  th e  s k y , in  a  
r ig h t  l in e , fr o m  h o r izo n  to  h o r izo n  ; and  M . S a u ssu re , in  h is  in te re s t in g  “  V o y a g e s  
d a n s  les  A lp e s ,”  m e n tio n s  a  s im ila r  re c tile iu il c lo u d , o b s e n e d  b y  h im , from  an A l 
p in e  e le v a t io n , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  u f m u ch  g r e a te r  e x t e n t  th a n  th ose  w h ic h  w e  have 
•observed in  the v ic in ity  o f  L o n d o n .

Bright mornings preceding Rain.

i t  is  o fte n  o b s e n e d ,  o n  th ose  d e a r  su n n y  m o rn in g s , w h ich  o c c u r  n o t  ra re ly  in  
S u m m e r  a n d  A u t u m n , th a t i t  is  v ery  l ik e ly ,  i f  u o t  ce r ta in , to  ra in  b e fo re  e v e n in g . 
A m i  th ere  is m u c h  tru th  in  th e  r e m a rk . W e  r e c o lle c t  th a t  th e  shepherd*5 o f  the 
K y le  d iv is ion , A y r e s h ir e , d ra w  an  in d ica tio n  o f  a ch a n g e  o f  w e a th e r , fo u n d e d  o n  
th e  sa m e  p r in c ip le . T h e  tw o  h ig h  m o u n ta in s  m  the is le  o f  J u ra , c a l le d , fr o m  th e ir  
fo r m , th e  P u p s  o f  J u r a , are d is ta n t s ix ty  o r  e ig h ty  m ile s , a n d  o f  c o u rse  are s e ld o m  
seen  fro m  the u p la n d s  o f  K y le  ; b u t  w h en  th e y  d o  a p p ea r  o n  th e  fa r  h o r iz o n , l ik e  
tw in  c o u e s  fo rm e d  b y  an a zu re  c lo u d , the sh ep h erd s  p r e d ic t  a p p ro a ch in g  ra in , and 
a re  s e ld o m  w r o n g . T h e  rea son  is , th a t w h en  m o is tu re  a ccu m u la te s  in  the a ir, b e 
fo re  i t  b e g in s  to  b e  p re c ip ita te d , i t  im p a rts  to  it  a  h ig h e r  re fra ctiv e  p o w e r , a n d  it  
b e c o m e s ,  iu  c o n s e q u e n c e , m o r e  b r ig h t  a n d  tra n sp a ren t.

Dissolution and Renpjtcarance of Clouds.

T h o s e  w h o  are fa v o u ra b ly  s itu a te d  in  a b i l ly  c o u n tr y , b u t  p a rticu la r ly  on  th e  sea 
c o a s t , m a y  m e e t  w ith  o p p o rtu n it ie s  o f  o b s e r v in g  th e  m e te o r o lo g ica l  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  
th e  d isso lu tio n  o f  a  c lo u d  iu  o n e  p la c e  a n d  its  re a p p e a ra n ce  in  a n o th e r . T h e  c ir 
cu m s ta n ce s  u n d e r  w h ich  th is  h a p p en s  are w h en  a c u rre n t  o f  w in d  ten d s  to  ca rry  a 
m ass o r  s tra tu m  o f  c lo u d s  fr o m  o u e  e m in e n c e  tow a rd s  a n o th e r , a cross  a sh e lte red  
v a lle y , o r  an  a rm  o f  th e  s e a ; fo r  in  th is  p a ssa g e , th e  h ig h e r  te m p e ra tu re  o f  th e  lo w e r  
le v e l  sen ds u p  a cu rre n t  o f  h ea ted  a ir, w h ic h  d issolves  th e  c lo u d  b e fo re  its  jo u r n e y  
is  h a lf  c o m p le te d  ; b u t  as so o n  as th e  cu rre n t  o f  w in d , w ith  w h ich  it  is  b o rn e  a lo n g  
arrives a t the c o o le r  a tm osp h ere  o f  th e  e m in e n c e  o n  the o th e r  s id e  o f  the h a y  or  
v a lle y , th e  d issolved  m o is tu re  is a g a in  p rec ip ita ted *  a n d  re co n v e r te d  in to  c lo u d . M r . 
H a rv e y  has o b se rv e d  th is  p h e n o m e n o n  a t  P lv m o u th , w h ere  th e  c lo u d s , in  fa v o u r 
a b le  c ir c u m s ta n ce s , a re d isso lved  o u  p a ss in g  o v e r  th e  B re a k w a te r , a n d  re a p p e a r  o n  
th e  o p p o s ite  s id e . W e  h a v e  o b s e iv e d  a  s im ilar  o c c u r r e n c e  o n c e , a t  th e  C o v e  o f  
C o r k , and  severa l t im es  a t  th e  F ir th  o f  C ly d e , w h en  a  n orth w ester ly  b r e e z e  ca rr ie d  
th e  c lo u d s  fr o m  th e  K y le s  o f  B u te  to  th e  K n o c k ,  n e a r  L a r g s , in  A y re s h ire .

Effects of Sea Air.

LI r̂ v°|9e K  v °  r̂e<l u e n t  ^ ie  s e a -c o a s t  are n o t  lo n g  in  d is c o v e r in g  th a t  th e ir  b e s t  d y ed
»c hats b e c o m e  o f  a ru sty  b ro w n  ; a n d  s im ila r  e f fe c ts  are  p ro d u c e d  o n  s o m e  o th e r  

c o  ou rs. I  he b ro w n  is  in  fa c t  rust. M o s t , i f  n o t  a l l ,  th e  u su a l b la c k  co lo u r s  have
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ir o n  fo r  a  b a s is , th e  b la c k  o x id e  o f  w h ic h  is  d e v e lo p e d  b y  g a lls , lo g w o o d , o r  o th e r  
su b s ta n ce s  c o n ta in in g  g a ll ic  a c id . N o w  th e  sea  a ir c o n ta in s  a  p o r t io n  o f  the m u 
riates o v e r  w h ich  it  is w a fted  ; a n d  th ese  c o in in g  in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  a n y  th in g  d yed  
b la c k , p a rt w ith  th e ir  h y d r o c h lo r ic  (muriatic) a c id , a n d  fo rm  b r o w n  h y d ro ch lo r a te  
o f  ir o n , o r  c o n tr ib u te d  to  fo r m  th e  b ro w n  o r  red  o x id e ,  ca lle d  n u t  T h e  g a ll ic  
a c id , in d e e d , fr o m  its  su p er io r  a ff in ity , h a s  th e  s tr o n g e s t  h o ld  o f  th e  iro n  ; b u t  th e  
in ce s sa n t  a c t io n  o f  th e  sea  a ir , lo a d e d  w ith  m u r ia te s , p a rtia lly  o v e r co m e s  th is , iu  
th e  sa m e  w a y  as a n y  a c id , e v e n  o f  in fe r io r  a ff in ity  to  th e  g a l l ic  w h en  p u t  o n  b la c k  
s tu ff, i t  w ill  turn  i t  b ro w n .

Annual Variation of Atmospneric Electricity.

A s  th e  d iu rn a l ch a n g e  in  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  S u n , re la tiv e ly  to  a  g iv e n  p la c e ,  p r o 
d u ce s  a  p e r io d ica l v a ria tion  in  the e le c t r ic  sta te  o f  th e  a ir , th e  c h a n g e  o f  its  d e c lin a 
t io n , fro m  m o n th  to  m o n th , m a y  b e  e x p e c te d  to  b e  fo l lo w e d  b y  s o m e  co r re sp o n d in g  
p e r io d ica l  e v e n t  o n  tlie  m e a n  a m o u n t  o f  th e  m a x im a  a n d  m in im a  va lu es  o f  th e  e le c 
tr ic ity—except some planetary angles occur, w h ic h  a re  e ith e r  o f  a  co n te m p o ra ry  n atu re  
o r  o th e rw is e — e lse  a c o m e t ’s effe .ct u p o n  th e  £ ases  o f  th e  a tm o sp h e re — a  g re a t  p ro 
b a b le  e f fe c t  o n  the a v era g e  s ta te  o f  th e  e le c t n c  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  a tm o sp h e re —-ca n  b e  
a n t ic ip a te d  a n d  p re d ic te d  b y  th e  c le v e r  a n d  e x p e r im e n ta l Astro Meteorologist• O n  
c o m p a r in g  th e  m e a n  va lu es  m o n th  to  m o n th , i t  is  a c co r d in g ly  fo u n d  th a t th e  va lu es  
o f  the tw o  d a ily  m a x im a  a n d  m in im a  u n d e r g o  a  p rog ress ive  d e cre a se  fr o m  J a n u a ry  
to  J u ly ,  a n d  a  p ro g re ss iv e  in cre a se  fr o m  J u ly 't o  J a n u a ry . I t  is  fo u n d , a lso , t in t  
d u r in g  the W i n t e r i h e  e le c t r ic ity  o f  th e  a ir in cre a se s  as th e  th e rm o m e te r  fa lls . A n d  
th is  d e p e n d s  u p o n  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  p la n e ts , e s p e c ia lly  u n d e r  a n  a p p ro a ch  o f  S o l 
a n d  M a rs , o r  J u p ite r  and  M a r s , o r  M a rs  and  V e n u s , to  a n y  o f  th e  g e o m e tr ica l  
a n g le s  fo u n d  in  p a g e  2  o f  the Arcana of Practical Astral IVdlosophy*

O n  c o m p a r in g  th e  m e a n  va lu es  o f  th e  m a x im a  a n d  m in im a  th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r , 
it  s fo u n d  th a t m o rn in g  va lu es  o f  e a ch  are a  litt le  le ss  th a n  th e  e v e n in g  va lu es .

T h e  h ou rs  a t w h ich  th e  e le c t r ic it y  a tta in s  i t s  m a x im a  and  m in im a  v a lu es , are 
l ik e w is e , s u b je c t  d o  va ria tion  ifrom  m o n th  to  m o u th . T h e  h ou r  o f  th e  m o rn in g  
m in im u m  a n a  m a x im u m  co n t in u a lly  a d v a n ces  tow a rd s  n o o n  fr o m  ’W in t e r  to  S u m 
m e r , a n d  u n d e rg o e s  th e  c o n tra ry  ch a n g e  in  th e  la tte r  p a rt  o f  the y e a r .

T h e  ob se rv a tio n s  o f  S o h u b l k k  in d ica te  th a t th e  h o u r  o f  th e  e v e n in g  m in im u m  
is in v a r ia b le . F r o m  J u n e  1811 to  J u n e  1 81 2 , i t  t o o k  p la c e  a t  .S tu ttg a rd  a lw a ys  a t 
2  p . M. T h e  h o u r  o f  the s e co n d  m a x im u m  a lso  g ra d u a lly  a p p ro a ch e d  n e a re r  to  
n o o n  fro m  S u m m e r  to  W in t e r ,  a u d  r e c e d e d  fro m  it  a g a in  .from  W in t e r  to  S u m m e r .

7 3 . A S T R O L O G Y  A N D  M A N ’S  F R E E  A G E N C Y ,  (5 8 ) .

S o m e  p e rs o n s  c o n te n d  th a t th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  n a tu re  a re  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  the 
free  a g e n c y  o f  m a n ’s  w ill . S u re ly  th ese  m u st  he in fid e ls , and  n o t  th ose  w h o  b e h o ld  
the m e rc ifu l  p ro v id e n ce  o f  D e it y  tow a rd s  th e  w o r ld , th a t  lv e th  in  th e  arm s o f  th e  
w ic k e d  o n e . C a n  a  c r e a tu r e , w h o  e v e r  read  th e  p la n  o f  re d e m p tio n  and  th e  re s to 
ra tion  o f  fa llen  b e in g s , fo r  a  m o m e n t , d o u b t  both the op e ra tio n s  o f  n a tu re  a n d  the 
fr e e d o m  o f  o n r  w ill, to  d o o r  n o t  to  d o P  F o r  G o d , w h o  o rd a in e d  th e  c o u rse  o f  na 
tu re , c e r ta in ly  fo re s a w  the m in u te s t  tu rn  o f  every  m a n ’ s fre e  w il l ,  and  ev e n tu a lly  
a n d  p ro v id e n tia lly  co n tr iv e d  h is  p ro ce d u re  to  u n ifo r m ly  co r re sp o n d  th e re w ith , so  as 
to  a d m it  its  free  and  uncontrolled c h o ic e . Liberty necessitated, o r  o v e r ru le d , is  rea lly  
n o  l ib e r ty  a t  Ulh A n d  w h o e v e r  d e n ie s  th is  a n te ce d e n t  p r in c ip le  o r  p r e s c ie n c e  o f  
G o d  in  th e  co n s tru c t io n  o f  the w o r ld , d e n ie s  h i s  omniscience, o n e  o f  h is  m o s t  e ssen 
tia l a ttr ib u te s . T h e  w ill o f  m a n , w ith o u t  d o u b t , in  a v a r ie ty  o f  in s ta n ce s , m a k e s  
g r e a t  s tru g g le s  and  w re st lin g s  w ith  th e  sta rry  in f lu e n c e s , b o th  in  g o o d  a n d  ev il jm r - 
su its , generally ftreeads over than exceedingly ,* fo r , th o u g h  a p e rs o n  h e  b o rn  u n d e r  
su ch  b e n e v o le n t  o r  m a lig n a n t  a sp e cts , as sh a ll p o in t  o u t  b is  n a tu ra l te m p e r  and  d is  
p o s it io n , a n d  in d ic a te  tin* d is t in g u ish in g  m a rk s  o f  b is  l i fe  ; y e t  d o e s  i t  depend entirety 
upon the free mill of that man, w h e th e r  nil th ose  c ir c u m sta n ce s , so  p o in te d  o u t  in  h is  
n a t iv ity , shall c o m e  to  pass or  n o t ;  bemuse the free mill in every man, mhen fortified by 
habits of wisdom awl virtue often enable him to overrule those bad assets, so  as to  a vo id  
th e  co m m is s io n  o f  a n y  cr im in a l o f fe n c e ,  and  to  gu ard  h im  a g a in s t  th e  m is fo r tu n e s  
o r  lo sses  im p e n d in g  o v er  h im  ; w h ile  m e n  o f  a p ro f l ig a te , p a ss ive , and ca re less  
h a b it , n o t  o n ly  lo se  the a d v a n ta g es  o f  a p r o m i s i n g  n a t iv ity , b u t , a lso , i f  b o rn  u n d e r
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malevolent aspects, are often reduced to the last stage o f distress, and perish under 
the very same strokes o f  nature, which wiser men, bom  under the same inauspi
cious influences have endured and surmounted with much ease. And thus far 
sapiens duminetur astres, “  the wise m an," above the fool, “  may rule his shirs.”  
Hut we must not forget, that under these operations o f Divine Providence, there 
are influences so powerful, that no wisdom of man can oppose. Such are the fatal 
w ounds o f death when nature's glass is run out, and such the violent blows o f  excru
ciating pain and sickness, and the high tides o f prosperity and adversity; in all 
w hich cases, we find, by experience, astro regttni homines, “  the stars rule men.”  
Y et, nevertheless,, such is the infinite prescience and providence o f God, that, fore
seeing the desires and deserts of- all wise and holy men in their different ages and 
times, he also laid their consequential fates suiting to their incautious or their care
ful actions. H e foresaw Joseph's prayers and tears in his captivity, and accordingly 
provided his advance in nature to correspond therewith. I  would recommend the 
reader to peruse Genesis xx xv ii.; then read chap. xli. verse 40. H e foresaw Han
nah’s fasting, and earnest prayer; and ordained her opening womb to bud forth in 
course o f nature exactly answering thereto. So that the wisdom and- will o f  man 
have tlierr full free work, without restraint or control; and grace and virtue act by 
their own principles; as they are led by the H oly G host; and yet nature, as it was 
contrived, from all. eternity, acts freely  also. This is the doctrine we are taught by 
the W ord o f God, this is the doctrine taught by Astrology, and which is confirmed 
by the evidence o f our reason and experience; and none but the fool will deny ; aud 
the ignorant laugh at.

N ow , the science which we call Astrology, is nothing more than the study or in
vestigation of this frame or model o f nature, with all its admirable productions and 
effects ; whereby we acquire the invaluable knowledge o f the secret virtues o f the 
heaven», and the shining luminaries therein contained. It  is a science to which all 
may attain, by common diligence and consecutive application; and the more we 
delight in it, the more readily do we foresee the motions o f future events, and the 
curiosities and natural occurrences, aud the order o f that providence by which all
ure governed and to which all are subservient; together with all the m ost curious- 
acts o f attracting and expelling, alluring and threatening,, encouraging and dis
heartening, and all such-like operations o f nature, are most secretly performed, be
yond the reach o f imagination. And as by a skill in this heaven-born study, we 
incontrovertible attain to see and experience things that are past; so by  the same 
mathematical skill we most assuredly attain to a soul-absorbing knowledge o f tilings 
that are to com e; and, by knowing the exact time and place o f our birth, are 
enabled to  read in the unerring heavens the story o f our whole lives, our blessings 
and crosses, honor aud dishonor, prosperity and adversity, sickness and health,, 
through, all the years o f our life, the time o f our death, even as though we had seen 
them transacted and come to pass in their several times and seasons- For God hath 
asstrretlly given this knowleilge unto the irise man that k/uncs the time and the judgmentT 
and the number of our days, that tee way be certijieil hmr Imig ire have to live, with com
fort and con ten t; that we may be timely and religiously prepared for all states o f 
prosperity and adversity, for a long and happy life, or a calamitous and accidental 
death, which latter may often be prevented by this science; and that we may sup
port ourselves with Christian fortitude aud Christ-like resignation, in proportion to 
our foreknowledge o f these events. And no man so fit to foreknow these, as he 
who is able to say, Major sum yuan■ cui possit furtuna uucere. F elix , rpii jiotuit rerum 
sognoscere causas!

74. T H E  E F F E C T S  O F  F R O S T  O N  V E G E T A B L E  S T R U C T U R E .

The action o f frost on plants and trees, and the difference in the effects between 
tlie frosts o f a severe W inter and those occurring in the Spring, are not sufficiently 
understood. I t  will perhaps be generally noticed that the latter are the more in
jurious, as well as permanent in their results. In regard to trees, tlie ordinary dif
ference would appear to be, that the frosts o f severe W inters affect their wood, 
tlieir trunks, and the larger branches; whereas, those o f Spring have usually only 
sut icient power to injure the leaves: but during the present month we have ex
perienced an exception to this rule, and cold o f a very unusual degree has con- 
mu cd without mitigation from the beginning o f February ; whilst, during the latter
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fortnight o f  January, 1H45, the weather was so mild that in many plants vegetation 
had already commenced.

It may be observed that those trees and plants which are always unaffected by 
our ordinary W inters, and even by those which are o f long duration, will receive 
very groat injuries by a severe, though a short frost iu the months o f March or 
April,.even though their vitality should not be destroyed ; and it would be curious 
to examine accurately the different effects produced on vegetable structures by the 
frosts o f W inter and o f early Spring. Tlu; writer is aware that a general opinion 
exists among gardeners, that an extensive destruction o f plants and shrubs has 
already occurred, but he is inclined, notwithstanding, to entertain a belief that 
those fears will prove much exaggerated ; and from this circumstance— that a low 
temperature prevailed during the whole o f February. If, on the contrary, the tem
perature o f that month had been high, and the circulation o f the sap had very 
generally comm enced, then there is no doubt but that the most disastrous effects 
would have been produced.

W e  find much diversity o f opinion among gardeners respecting the effects o f frost 
on plants and trees exposed to the different quarters o f the Compass. Many think 
that these effects are most violently felt by those that are exposed to the north, 
while others consider that the soutUor west aspects are the most strongly influenced. 
There is no doubt that the north exposure is subject to much the greatest degree 
o f cold, f t  does not, however, follow from this, that the injury must be always the 
greatest on that aspect; on the contrary, there are abundant proofs that it is on 
the south side that trees are more generally injured, and it is certain that there are 
particular times when a moderate frost may do more injury to vegetation than a 
most severe one, wliich may happen under more favourable circumstances. I be
lieve it will be observed that the most destructive results are owing to rejieated 
thaws, succeeded by repeated new frosts; and the frosts o f Spring appear to furnish 
abundantly numerous examples o f this opinion— that it is not the severest cold or 
the most fixed frosts which does the greatest injury to vegetables, so m uch as the 
sudden and extensive variations o f temperature.

Another cause which most materially increases the destructive effect o f frost on 
vegetation is hum idity; and, therefore, every situation which is favourable to, or 
can occasion, humidity in plants exposes them to in ju ry ; wliilst those districts 
w Inch prevent or carry off an over proportion o f moisture, although with a decrease 
o f temperature, will be observed to preserve them  from such injury. It  is well 
known that vegetables always feel the frost the most severely in low places, where 
tlie fogs are frequent; and those which stand by a river’s Bide are frequently found 
destroyed by the Spring and Autumn frosts, wliilst those o f the same species and 
age, which stand in a dryer place,, at the same time suffer little or not at all from 
tlie operation o f the same cause. The low and dump parts o f forests also produce 
worse timber than those wliich arc higher and dryer. And the underwood in the 
wet and low parts o f plantations, though it may pu-.lv out more vigorously at lirst 
than that o f other places, yet never conies to so good a grow th; for the frosts o f the 
Spring often destroy the early top shoots and buds, and oblige the lower parts tir 
throw out lateral branches. The same circumstances may be noticed to happen in 
a greater or less degree to the underwood which grows under the shelter o f large- 
trees, for here the vapours, not )>eing carried off by the Sun or wind,, stagnate ami 
freeze, and thus destroy the young shoots ill the same manner as the fogs o f marshy 
places. And in gardens it will, for the same reason, ho noticed, that a frost is most 
hurtful when it follows a heavy dew, or a long rainy season, and then it seldom fail» 
to do great mischief, though it lie ever so slight. It would lie very interesting to 
investigate carefully the precise pathological effects which are produced l,y variations 
o f temperature in different plants, distinguishing, at the same time, from these the 
nature o f those effects which are the result o f humidity.

This subject o f  vegetable pathology, or tlio diseases o f plants, is one which is not 
yet understood ; indeed, it has not hitherto received that careful and scientific in
vestigation wbieli its importance so justly merits. The various disorders, to which 
our domestic animals are subject, have undergone a close examination, aud a suc
cessful plan o f treatment and appropriate remedies have been adapted to each par
ticular case, but those diseases affecting our vegetable productions h tie not yet been 
investigated. From  a general consideration o f  this subject, and from some little 
attention which tlie writer has occasionally paid to it, lie firmly believes that by 
means of the microscope, aided by persevering application, and an intimate know 
ledge o f  structural and physiological botany, a leees.ful investigation will ulti
mately be conducted.
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N A T I V I T Y  OF A C H IL D  W IT H O U T  R O O F  IN  H IS  M O U T H ,

FIGURE XXVII.

This child was horn in the latitnde o f 53 degrees 25 minutes north. The mother 
is also without roof in her mouth— but these figures will shew how much the planets 
have to do with our formation, as well as our minds, life, circumstances, and even 
death. (See F ig u re  x x x .)

Sol, Saturn, and M ercury, in conjunction on the Ascendant, in Sagittarv, and 
they all in square o f Herschel in Pisces, are powerful testimonies of impediment in 
speech, according to the Arcana, 329. Mercury in parallel with Mars, aud the 
former in detriment, is another testimony o f defect in speech; but the greatest o f 
all is Herschel in square o f Mercury from Pisces and Sagittart/. Lily says, “  if Sa
turn and Mercury are with the Sun,”  as in this natus, “  and they, Saturn and M er
cury, both ncrii/ctital o f the Sun,”  and here they are, “  in an angle, there will be 
impediment in the speech or tongue.”

W e shall be glad if our readers would furnish us with the the time and place o f 
birth o f those who have impediments in their speech— this will be a means o f test
ing our Rules and furthering the sublimity o f the Science. I trust Astrologers will 
respond to this request.
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HORN B L IN D .

«TOORE XXVIII.

R . A . 9° 38' M . C.

The cause o f this lady’s calamity is easily perceivable when we look at the A s- 
ccudant and find the nebulous Precepeand the cloudy Ascelli afflicting tilt* very de
gree rising, (76).

Mercury in conjunction o f Hyades, and the M oon in square o f them, are always 
tokens of defect in the organ o f vision ; indeed, the nobulie rising were sufficient to 
•hew blindness. Mars in sesquisuuare o f the Ascendant, and the Sun in semi-quare 
o f Herschel, and the former angular, with the latter in mundane square o f the as
cending point are all indicative o f blindness, according to Arcana, 327. Nothing 
can he more violent, and nothing can demonstrate natal blindness than that part o f 
the heavens occupied by Pra-cepe, or the 4th, 5th, and 6th degrees o f Leo— for tin- 
fixed stars here are all o f the nature o f Mars and the luminaries combined, and 
whenever the fixed stars o f this nature are with the Ascendant, or with the Sun 
when he is H yleg, or with the M oon in the 1st, 6th. or 7th, does always afflict the 
native with blindness. I have by me many nativities o f persons who nre blind o f  
one eye and o f total blindness ; nnd all o f  them horoscopes agreeing with paragraph
327, Arcana.
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S H E F F IE L D  A S T R O  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y ,

Establishctl, M arch 4th, 1843.

F IG U R E  X X I X .

R . A . 7° 15' o f M . C.

• JVhat is the nature o f  the article f  
This is a puzzling question. Perhaps a trinket, or some piece of jewellery, such 

*s a ring or pin, in which a coloured «tone (green) or brilliant is placed ; or what 
the Astrologer might fancy, from the Sun, lord o f the 2nd, in Cancer.

M . D ., H U L L .
(Certainly the article was metal, as is represented by the Sun, for it was a K ey. 

W . J . S.)

i n i l  it he fo u n d  ?
The article will he found in a few hours near the fire. As the sign L eo ascends 

and on the cusp o f the 2nd, will be found when the Sun comes at the place o f Ju
piter by the motion o f the ecliptic. T H O M A S  T A R K IN .

There are testimonies that the lost article will not be found ; but, I  believe, that 
after some difficulty it will be found. The Sun, lord o f the 2nd, in the 12th, sepa
rating from a sextile o f Jnpiterand conjunction o f Mercury, and applying to a con
junction with V enus, are testimonies that it trill he fou n d ; but not without some 
UirruT being in the way, either by wife, partner iii trade, or some near relation, 
owing to the Sun meeting the square o f Herschel, lord o f the 7th and 8th houses. 
I lie Moon hastening to a sextile o f Herschel, and conjunction o f the Part o f For
tune, tells a similar tale. M. D.

[Iloth the artists were correct, for it was found “  by a near relation," for the 
querent s daughter found it— and in the tire near the boiler; a few hours after when 

n . un arrived at the mundane place o f Jupiter. The Sun and L eo  denote the 
ire, and the Sun in Cancer »hew it to be near water, and so it proved. The wife 

had mended the fire, hence the “  barrier." W . J . S.]
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75. M A T H E M A T IC A L  R E C R E A T IO N S ,

Conjunction o f the Planets demonstrated.

W hen two stars are in the same m eridim , or same 
side o f the earth, they are said to be in conjunction, 
when on the opposite meridians, or opposite side, they 
are said to be in opposition. T he inferior planets are 
Venus and Mercury, being nearer the Sun than the 
Earth, these cannot form all geometrical angles, but 
the conjunction, the sem isextile, or figure called dodeca
gon , the decile, called the decagon, the figure o f nine 
sides, called nonagon, and the semisyvare, or the octa
gon : consequently they cannot form an opposition. 
The superior planets are those beyond the Earth's 
orbit, and can form all kinds o f aspects, Tn the/ig. 
if E be the Earth, and a b different ]»ositions o f an 
inferior planet, it is an inferior conjunction at b , and 
the planet is between the Earth and the Sun ; and a 
sujtcruyr conjunction at a  : in these cases the planet rises 

and sets with the Sun ; and it is perceived, that they and the Earth are in a straight 
line with each other, and are then in the same geocentric degree o f longitude, the Sun 
in any si^n the Earth is in the opposite sign. W hen a superior planet, as, for instance, 
W )  Ju piter, is 011 the name meridian us the Sun, the Sun hem « between the Earth 
and planet, which appears in the same part o f the heavens as the Sun, the Sun and 
planet are said to be in conjunction, then it rises with the Sun. Thus, if E be the 
Earth, and a  be Jupiter, the Sun and Jupiter would be said to be in conjunction. 
W hen the Earth is between the Sun and the planet, as it is in the figure, where 
they appear in the opposite parts o f the heavens, then Jupiter and the Sun are said 
to be in (ijr/nmitivn ;  as, b, in the adjoining figure.

M otion  o f  th e P la n ets .

The planets, i f  seen from the Sun, would appear to move on in a regular succes
sion, passing from star to star, through tho constellations; this is called h elcocen trk  
motion. The planets, when seen from the Earth, apparently, often, more very ir
regularly, sometimes they appear to go forward ’, at other times to remain sta tion a ry , 
and then to recede. “  T o give some Idea o f this, suppose you place yourself in th e 
ca d r e  o f a circular course, keeping your eye 011 tlio non e while going round ; it is 
evident that ho would appear to run round the whole course in n regular way. 
Again, imagine yourself placed at a considerable distance on the outside o f  the course, 
and tho horse's motions would appear no longer uniform. On the.opposite side o f  the 
course alone would he seem regular : then alone would his motion appear the same 
as when you stood iu the centre. W hen the horse a jcp rm eh u l you, he would scarcely 
seem to m ovo; in that part o f the course n e x t to you, he would move in a direction 
con tra ry  to what he did at first, and again, when going from you, his motion would 
be  scarcely visible.”  Motion is said to be uniform when its rate remains the same ; 
a ccelera ted , when it is quickening ; decreasing, when it is becoming slower. Tlio 
m ean  m otion  is at one uniform rate, performing ec/ual space in equal time. D irec t 
motion is when a planet is farthest from ns ; retrograde, when it aji/crars to go back
ward ; and when nearly approaching ns, or just going from us, it is said to be sta 
tion a ry .
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Node o f a Planet.

A B

The nodes o f a planet are the two points 
at which its orbit cuts the plane o f the eclip
tic. L et E B e A , i n th e Jig., represent the 
plane o f the ecliptic, E D  e C the orbit o f 
a planet, the points E  and e shew the nodes. 
The line join ing the nodes is called the line 
o f nodes; a line from E to e would be the 
line o f the nodes. The point e is called the 
ascending node, because the planet is then
ascending., or rising above the orbit o f  the 
Earth, and crossing to the north;  or, which 
is the same thing, above the ecliptic. "W hen 
in  E it is descending bcb.tr it, when that 
point is called the descending nude, crossing to 
(be south, marked <Q . The word node is from 
the Latin nodus, applied to signify an inter
section, or crossing point.

Fi/n itati on o f Phinets.

The Sun and planets are o f a globular fonn, but not 
perfect spheres*, they are oblate spheroids: the flatten
ing is at the poles, their axes there beiug shorter, or op
posite extremities o f the axis, and is sometimes termed 
the u polar compression.”  Though the orbit o f the 
Earth and the ecliptic are in the same plane, they are 
not the same thing, for the ecliptic is supposed to ex
tend far beyond that o f the Earth to the fixed stars. I f  
the edge o f a round table be made to represent the 
ecliptic, then a circle within, drawn from the centre of 
the table, may represent the orbit o f the Earth, and 
they will be both in the same plane, though o f unequal 
dimensions. The orbits o f the planets are not in the 
same plane as that o f the Earth ; in other words, the 

planets do not move in the ecliptic. They are, in every revolution, one-half o f their 
periods above the ecliptic, and the other half as much below it. This is called the 
obliquity o f their orbits. As the planes of the planets’ orbits vary a little from each 
other, so their nodes, or intersections are at different parts o f the plane o f the eclip
tic : not that we are to suppose, when speaking o f tin* plane o f the ecliptic or plane 
o f the Earth's orbit, that it is a real and visible flat surface ; nor in speaking o f the 
orbits o f tin* planets, that we mean solid riugs ; for the planets perforin their revo
lutions with the utmost regularity in unbounded space. ii The spheroidal form of 
the Sun aud planets is most probably caused by their rotary motion, wliieh has a 
tendency to produce a flattening at the poles, and bulging out at the equatorial 
regions; even though they had at first been formed perfectly spherical.”  The 
spheroidal fonn o f the planets is represented, considerably exaggerated, in the ad
joining figure, where N S is the axis or polar diameter, aud E Q the equatorial 
diameter. u  In the case o f the Earth, it is probable, from geological considerations, 
that the spheroidal form was assumed while it was mainly or entirely in the fluid 
*tate ; the opinion being held, that the Earth was formerly, and is perhaps now, in 
part, fluid.” u The rotatory motion o f a planet affects the force o f gravity at differ
ent parts o f its surface. It lessen* the force o f gravity in the equatorial regions, 
rendering it proportionally stronger towards the poles. Tw o causes contribute to 
this —the rotatory motion and thè spheroidal form.”  “  Wherever there is rotatory 
m otion, the parts revolve in larger circles in proportion as they are farther from the 
avis, and therefore move most rapidly, and with greater force. And as the distance 
rom the axis increases from the poles toward* the equator, the parts will have 

grea est centrifugal force in proportion as they are farthest from the poles. But the 
re”  ?  V , , ac,s ' n °Ppesition to gravity; the latter force, therefore, is more 
• »is et towards the equatorial regions, and produce * Ics* effect there." “  Each
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polf o f a planet points to the specific portion in space, containing its specific pdar 
stair: that is, the pole o f the southern end o f a planet, points towards the southern 
polar star ; and the pole at the northern end o f a planet, towards the northern polar 
star o f the planet.”

(T u be continued.)

76. A P H O R IS M S  O N  B L IN D N E S S .
1. The M oon in conjunction with the Pleiades and in semisquare, or square, or 

sesquisquare, or parallel o f Mars, at the same time from an angle, denote great de
fects in the eyes, if not blindness ; the same if the luminaries are afflicted by the in
fortunes, or the Sun and M oon in opposition from the angles, or from the 6th and 
11 th houses.

2. The Sun or M oon in tun lactea, afflicted by aspect o f Herschel, Saturn, or 
Mars, or with nebulous stars, portend blindness, if both luminaries are afflicted ; if 
the Sun only be afflicted, it is the right eye ; i f  the M oon, the le ft ; the same if the 
M oon is in ill aspect with Sol or Saturn, and with nebulous stars at the tame time, 
or i f  Sol at this time is with Mars in the 8th.

.1. The M oon in via combusta, and the Sun in via tcctca, denote great danger to 
the eyes, if the unfortunate planets are in the 1st, or 7tli, this presages blindness.

4. Precepa; on the very degree ascending, is very bad for the eyes, aud except 
very powerful testimonies to counteract, will cause blindness, and more especially 
if Mars be in bad aspect to the Ascendant.

F or more particulars, see A rcana, paragraph 327.

77. A P H O R IS M S  O N  D E F E C T  TN S P E E C H .
1. I f  Mercury is lord o f 6th, and afflicted o f the infortunes, or combust o f the Sun 

in Cancer. Scorpio, or Pisces, the native has some defect in his speech ; i f  Mercury 
has dignities in the Pith, and is thus afflicted, ho has some defect in the ears.

2. Those persons that have Mercury in bad aspect o f Saturn, have some defect iu 
their delivery.

Mercury afflicted by Saturn, in those goniturcs in which Cancer, Scorjno, or 
Piters ascends, the native is either dumb, or has a very great impediment in his 
speech ; the same, if Mercury be with the Dragon’s T a i l : i f  afflicted by Mars, in 
such a genesis, the native stammers very much.

4. Mercury under the Sun’s beams, and in no aspect with the M oon, in mute 
signs, the native will speak little, or be much defective in his speech.

5. I f  Saturn and Mercury be with the Sun, and they both occidental o f the Sun, 
and iu an angle, neither Mars or Jupiter aspecting them, there will be impediment 
in the speech or tongue.

6. Mercury combust o f the Sun, principally in the Ascendant, and in a mute or 
watery sign, either the native is mute, or very silent, or hath much difficulty to 
deliver himself.

7. Mercury, lord o f the 1st, unfortunato in the Ascendant, or if  he be in the 
house or term o f Saturn, and is placed in the 1st house, or 8th honse.

8. Mercury in Scorpio, in the terms and face o f Mars, viz. in the first six de
grees, and the M oon ny opposition behold him, the native will stammer and have 
impediment in his speech. Mercury being lord o f the 1st, and in a mute sign, in 
opposition to an infortune, the native will stammer in bis speech.

9. It is the greatest argument o f stammering that may be, if the lord o f the A s
cendant, and tho lord o f the sign wherein he is exalted, and lord o f the triplicity o f 
the sign, wherein Mercury is together with the M oon, if  they all be in mute signs.

78. A S T R O N O M IC A L  D IS C O V E R Y .
Astronomy now tho most perfect o f all Sciences is also the most sublime and an

cient. It separates man in thought from the spot upon which his foot is planted, 
makes him acquainted with forms and spaces, in comparison with which terrestrial 
magnitude and distance shrink into insignificance, and unfolds the constitution of 
the universe as a scheme involving tho intimate connexion o f the mighty and remote 
masses that are open to observation their incessant activity, unfailing order, and 
mutual dependence. The idea o f extension, n feature o f the sublime, is created by 
the scenes with which we are in immediate contiguity, and enlarged by the know-
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ledge we posses} o f the superficies o f the globe, but it is wonderfully expanded by 
the science which deals with the objects that are exterior to its surface.

By measuring the distances and volume, and weighing the masses o f the planets, 
by calculating the orbits o f the comets which accomplish their aphelia in the regions 
o f invisibility, and only discover themselves to us during a scanty portion o f their 
course, by contemplating the stellar firmament, which in the case o f one o f its 
members, has required the highest m odem  intelligence, aided by the finest instru
ment, to detect even the slightest amount or parallax by such investigations as these, 
we gather some faint conception, improving to our nature, yet humbling to our fa - 
culties, o f the immensity in which the Creator centres, with whom the vast scheme 
originated, and to whom alone it is reserved to estimate its length, and breadth, and 
height. Man has learnt to distrust and disbelieve the evidence o f the most perfect 
o f  his senses. H e has been taught tliat the apparently quiescent earth is in per
petual m otion, that the real movements o f the celestial bodies are, in most cases, 
ill direct antagonism to those which he daily perceives, and that his own world, in
stead o f being the “  greatest in the kingdom o f heaven,”  having subordinates under 
it, as the sun, m oon, and stars, the long and fondly cherished dream of antiquity, is 
in reality one o f  the smallest provinces in the great empire o f Nature.

Astronomical inquiry goes back to a remote period, and had its origin in the East. 
The splendour o f the celestial phenomena ; the fact o f periodical changes, and o f 
accompanying powerful effects being produced on the surface o f the earth, such as 
alterations in the temperature o f the air, the processes o f vegetation, and the habits 
o f animals, these are circumstances too obvious and striking to have escaped atten
tion, or not to have awakened curiosity. Accordingly, it is only reasonable to con
sider their thoughtful observation as coeval with the primitive age o f man. 'We may 
undoubtedly regard the great levels o f South-western Asia— the country between 
the N ile and the Euphrates— the cradle o f  mankind— as the birth-place o f the science, 
and the scene o f its first culture. Though no original memorials have been preserved 
o f the facts noted, nor o f  the progress made by the earliest inhabitants o f that region, 
yet the references made by subsequent historians, shewing their devotion to the study 
o f the heavens, and the reputation assigned to them, for such pursuits, by the unani
mous voice o f antiquity, long after the downfal o f the Chaldean monarchy, may be 
accepted as proof sufficient o f an inquisitive eye being cast from that quarter upon 
the objects and movements o f  the firmament. The district possesses many natural 
advantages for observation ; a climate not subject to sudden variations, a serene sky, 
an open horizon, and a remarkably transparent atmosphere. Upon a W inter night 
in our northern latitude, the spectacle is brilliant that is unfolded over the head o f 
the traveller by the unclouded heavens, as he emerges from the smoke o f the city 
into the clearer air o f  the country ; but the mild beauty o f the m oon, the vivid spark
ling o f  the stars, and the intense darkness o f unoccupied space, present a far more 
glorious appearance, as seen through the purer medium o f an eastern clime ; and no
thing more forcibly arrests the attention o f the Europian than the magnificent canopy 
which the eventide unveils to him, on first visiting the oriental deserts. Besides tin* 
striking garniture o f the sky, the occupations o f man in the more primitive times, 
the warfare o f  the huntsmen by night and by day, the custody o f flocks and herds, 
w andering in solitary places, and requiring the shepherd’s vigilance to protect them 
from the beasts o f  prey, together with the influence o f revolving seasons, coincident 
with celestial changes upon the flowers o f the field, the trees o f the forest, and the 
productions o f  the vineyard, would combine to stimulate interrogation respecting the 
vault o f heaven, the meaning o f its visual glories, and the laws o f their movements. 
From the Book o f Job , in all probability the sheikh o f some pastoral tribe, migrating 
at an early period on the plains near the Euphrates, we gather indications o f the 
heavenly bodies having attracted the watchful observance o f mankind. Though it 
may be doubtful whether our version rightly renders the asterisms named by A rctu- 
rns, Orion, and the Pleiades, it is obvious, from the tenour o f the passages iu which 
they are introduced, that principal constellations, or single stars, are intended. The 
temple o f Belus, at Babylon, coeval with the foundation o f the city, whose ruins are 
identified with those now extant o f Birs Nimrod, was devoted to an astronomical use. 
a* w ell as to that o f a bass* and polluting idolatry. Its reported construction would 
seem to intimate this, being o f  a pyramidal form, with its four faces opposed to the 
four cardinal points o f the horizon : upon the summit, according to the Greek liisto- 
o f tl . (* ^ ■ ld e a n  priests contemplated, and exactly noted, the risings and settings

At the time o f the capture o f the city by Alexander, his tutor, the philosopher, 
nstotle, 1» said, by one o f his commentators, to have received front Callisthenes a
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catalogue o f eclipse« observed there during a previous period o f 11)03 years. Though 
there may be considerable exaggeration hero, yet there is, no doubt, substantial 
truth in the statement, since Ptolemy gives six Chaldean eclipses, which seem to 
have been taken from the catalogue, the earliest o f which, however, goes no farther 
back than the year 720 C. C., answering to about the first captivity o f the Jews. A 
comparison o f these ancient with modern observations led Halley to the discovery o f 
the M oon’s acceleration, that is, that she now moves round the Earth with greater 
velocity than formerly, the cause o f which T.aplace has satisfactorily explained, 
Ptolem y distinctly refers to Chaldea as furnishing the best and most numerous astro
nomical observations ; and Cleomedes, speaking o f a peculiar eclipse o f the M oon, 
states “  no astronomer, whether Chaldean or Egyptian, has ever recorded one o f this 
kind.”  It is remarkably illustrative o f the habit o f diligent observation, that the 
Chaldeans were acquainted with the cycle o f (>385$ days, during which the Moon 
makes about 223 synodical revolutions, and experiences the same number of eclipses, 
alike too in order and magnitude, comparing cycle with cycle. T o  them is attribu
ted the invention of the zodiac and the duodecimal division o f the day.

Gallery o f N ature.

7». A U T U M N  Q U A R T E R , 184.’).
“  P ra ise  y e  H im , su n  a n d  m o o n  : p ra ise  R u n  a ll y e  atars o f  l i g h t ."  P sa lm  c x lv i i i .  4 .

Heath to a privy councillor : tin- post‘Office flourishes : benefits to the rising ge
neration o f the Irish, in reference to their education : trade and commerce are 
generally g o o d : many mysterious disturbances in W ales, with violence in some 
parts: France disagrees with some parts o f America, and the hitter country dis
agrees with itself: India, and the places ruled by Capricorn and Venus, will be in 
a more tranquil state, hostilities seem to exist in M e x ico : Spain and Italy seem 
to be in agitation : incendiarism in several parts o f Englaud : Mars afflicts in the 
ruling sign o f Portugal, Egypt, and other places ruled by Pisces. W hile 
Herschel is retrograding in Aries, we muy expect accidents on railways, and much 
speculating therewith connected, with danger o f loss o f life by machinery, falling 
o f massive masonry. Mehemet A li under hostile rays: the health o f the Duke o f 
W ellington very much indisposed : fires, or other-alarming calamities, to London : 
war in Russia: m uch talk o f war.

F U L F IL L E D  P R E D IC T IO N S , (5fi and 68).
B y W . J . Shnmonite.

Prediction. “  W e may anticipate revolutions in Canada.”  Meteorologist, p. 32.
Fulfilm ent. In Decem ber, 1844, for which time this prediction was made, “  there 

occurred a most barbarous insurrection in Canada.”  Gardeners’ Gazette.
Prediction. “  Insurrections in Spain,”  (08).
Fulfilment. “  Insurrectionary movements have taken place in Catalonia, which 

threaten to equal those which resulted in La Vendee, in France, from the enforce
m ent o f the conscription after the revolution o f 1830." Journal ties Debats, July DM.

Spain— that land o f  robbers nml revolutionists— has again becom e the theatre o f 
internal disturbances. The people o f Catalonia have determined to resist the con
scription which the Captains General were, and are, pushing with considerable 
vigour, not to say great severity. The consequence lias been, that the military and 
the people have been brought into collision on several occasions, and considerable 
slaughter lias taken place. This is one o f the fruits o f  first giving a nation demo
cratic institutions, and o f afterwards treating them like slaves. In nil such cases, 
where institutions are in advance o f the average intelligence o f a people, national 
liberty degenerates into licentiousness— licentiousness into civil war— and then 
comes the reign o f terror in the form o f a military despotism. It was so in France, 
under Napoleon, and tho present race o f Spaniards presents another proof o f the 
same truth. Constitutional liberty, in the hands o f an ignorant and superstitious 
people, must always prove as dangerous as edge-tools in the hands o f children. 
They know not what to do with them beyond cutting their own fingers.

Prediction. “  I am sorry to sue om en o f accident to pitmen and excavators.”
Fulfilment. Frightful Colliery Accident. On Thursday, August 19th, were thirty- 

eight lives lost by tho explosion o f fire damp, at Jarrow Colliery, near Newcastle, 
on the Durham side o f the Tyne. This occurred at about half-past 4 P. M.

Sheffield M ercury.
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SC IE N TIFIC  N O TICES
OF

COMETS IN GENERAL.

PART I.

By W. II. WHITE, M.B.S.,
'errctury to the Meteorological Si Me f y  o f Great Fritain ; linn. Mem. M at. H ie. Sor., 

Liverpool ; Cor. Mem. Phil. Soc., St. Andrews, ¿jpe. iye.

--------------------------- “  The blazing star
Threatening the world with famine, plague, and war : 
T o  princes death ; to kingdoms many crosses ;
T o all estates, ¡Heritable losses;
T o  herdsmen r o t ; to ploughmen hapless seasons ;
T o sailors storm s; to cities ciril treasons.”

Regnoruin eversor subiut lethale cemetes

“  The works o f the Lord are great, sought out o f all 
them that have pleasure therein.”  Psalm  cxi. -

“  H e, the great Lord, the sovereign Judge,
That sits enthron’d above,

Wisely commands the worlds he made,
In justice and in love.”  Psalm  lxvii. par.

“  And what art tlion, portentous stream of Are,
That followest close the pathway o f the.sun P 

Com’st thou in mercy to us, or in ire P 
A nd is thy course now finish’d or begun f

lie llieorioR, nature, physical constitution, and the effects proda- 
1 cm, on our globe, by Cometary influence, have given rise toa greater 
number of conjectures and hypotheses than all the other ctkutial
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b o d ie s  b e lo n g in g  to  o u r  SystP in . T h e ir  su d d en  a p p e a ra n ce , their 
ra p id  m o v e m e n ts , and th e ir  o c c a s io n a l ly  e x tra o rd in a ry  a s p e c t , w ir e  
w ell ca lcu la te d  to  e x c it e  te r ro r  in  th e m in d s  o f  th e  ig n o ra n t , w h i le  
th e y  a w a k en ed  c u r io s ity  in  th e  le a rn e d . In  th e d a y s  o f  Homer, 
c o m e ts  w ere  c o n s id e r e d  as th e  h a rb in g ers  o f  D iv in e  v e n g e a n c e  ; w h ile  
s o m e  o f  th e m o s t  su p erstit iou s  a m o n g  th e m , re g a rd e d  th e c o m e t  w h ich  
a p p e a re d  4 4  years  b e fo r e  th e C h ristia n  era as a c e le s t ia l  c h a r io t , c o n 
v e y in g  th e  so u l o f  th e  a ssa ssin ated  Caesar to  th e sk ies  ! O n e  c la ss  o f  
m a n k in d  h as v ie w e d  c o m e ts  as v e h ic le s , o r d a in e d  b y  th e C re a to r , to  
c o n v e y  th e sp irits  o f  th e ir  d e p a r te d  fr ien d s , u n d er  the s u p e r in te n d e n c e  
o f  th e ir  gu ard ian  a n g e ls , to  th e rea lm s  o f  p a ra d ise  ; w h ile  a n o th e r  c la s s  
h a s  lo o k e d  u p o n  c o m e ts  as th e  a ct iv e  a g en ts  o f  n atural and  m o r a l 
e v il u p o n  th e  s u r fa ce  o f  th e earth . O f  th is  o p in io n  w ere M ilto n , 
D r y d e u ,  Y o u n g ,  a n d  o th e r  n atural p o e t s ;  fo r ,

u The red com et by Saturnia sent,
T o  fright the nations with a dire portent;
A fatal sign to armies in the p lain ;
Or trembling sailors on the watery m ain.”

S u c h  n o t io n s  are rare ly  t o  b e  m e t w ith  in  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry . W h e n  
the rein s o f  s o b e r  ju d g m e n t ,  a n d  th e  a cu m e n  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  in v e s 
tig a tio n  are  a b a n d o n e d  to  th e  p o w e rs  o f  im a g in a t io n , w h a t ca n  w e e x 
p e c t  to  f o l lo w  b u t a b su rd  a n d  w ild  c o n je c t u r e s .  O u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  
th e se  w a n d e r in g  b o d ie s  is y e t  v e r y  im p e r fe c t , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  a ll th at 
lias b e e n  w ritten  o n  th e  s u b je c t ,  fr o m  th e d a y  o f  P y th a g o ra s , GOO 
y ea rs  b e fo r e  th e  C h ristia n  era  to  th e  p r e se n t tim e. A fte r  th e  d a ys o f  
'P yth a gora s , v a r io u s  o p in io n s  w ere en terta in ed  r e s p e c t in g  th e n atu re  
a n d  u se  o f  c o m e ts ,  s o m e  o f  w h ich  w ere u n fo u n d e d , o th e rs  tru ly  r id i
c u lo u s , a n d  a ll e q u a lly  a b su rd , y e t  th e y  w ere a lw a ys  c o n s id e r e d  as 
fo re ru n n ers  o f  s o m e  ca la m ito u s  ev e n t.

Seneca, w h o  flo u r ish e d  in  th e  first ce n tu r y  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra , 
o p p o s e d  th e o p in io n s  o f  P y th a g o ra s  an d  A r is to t le , w h o  su p p o s e d  th e m  
t o  b e  o n ly  m e te o rs , w h ich  w ere  p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  w h ich  p e r ish e d , in  th e  
ea rth ’s a tm o s p h e r e , c la sse d  th em  a m o n g  th e  rea lit ies  o f  n atu re , a n d  
a p p o in te d  th e m  a d e fin ite  p a th , a m o n g  th e  ce le s t ia l b o d ie s — fo r , *• I 
ca n n o t  b e l ie v e ,”  l ie  sa y s , “  th a t a  c o m e t  is a fire su d d e n ly  k in d le d , 
h ut th at it  o u g h t  to  b e  ra n k e d  a m o n g  th e e te r n a l w o r k s  o f  N a tu re , it 
has its p r o p e r  p la ce , a n d  is n o t  ea s ily  m o v e d  t h e n c e ; it g o e s  its c o u rs e , 
a n d  is n o t  e x t in g u is h e d , b u t  ru n s o f f  fr o m  u s .”  -S o  far, in d e e d , w as 
S e n e c a  c o n v in c e d  o f  th is  fa ct, th at b e  p r e d ic te d  th e  arriva l o f a K c p l a r ,  
a N e w to n , a H a l le y ,  a n d  a H e r s c h e l ,  t o  d e te rm in e  th e ir  p a th s , and  to  
d is c o v e r  th e  la w s o f  th e ir  m o t io n  ; a n d  h e re , I  m a y  v en tu re  to  fu rth cr  
p r c d ic t ,  th a t s o m e  fu tu re  N e w to n  w ill arise a n d  sh e w  to  th e  w o n d e r in g  
a d m irers  o f  N a tu re , th e ir  p h y s ica l in flu e n ce  o v e r  th e  g a ses  o f  th e a t 
m o s p h e re  o f  o u r  ea rth , a n d  th e ir  im p o r ta n t fu n c t io n s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e . 
W e  m a y , h o w e v e r , e x c la im , w ith  th e  b is h o p  o f  I la r b a d o e s ,

u W e know thee not, nor sun, nor moon, nor star,
Nor meteor art thou, o f this lower sky ;

B ut some mysterious traveller from alar,
Urging thy strange career so swift on high.”

T i l l  th e  tim e  o f  T y c h o  llra lie , w h o  flo u r ish e d  in  th e lb ’ th ce  • r y .
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v e r y  little  p rep ress  w as m a d e  in th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  c o m e ts . H e ,  h o w -  
'C ver, a fter ca re fu lly  e x a m in in g  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  th e  c o m e t  th at a p 
p ea red  in  1 5 1 7 , c o n c lu d e d  th at c o m e ts ,  “  w ere  p er m a n e n t, s o lid  
b o d ie s ,  m o v in g  iu  o rb its  s im ila r  to  th o s e  o f  th e  p la n e ts .”  H e n c e  
Y o u n g ,

---------------------------- “  T he comet doubles wide
Heaven’s mighty Cape, and then revisits earth,
From  the long travel o f  a thousand years.” —

’.S in c e  th e  t im e  o f  T y c h o ,  m a n y  c o m e ts  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d , a n d  th e 
d e m e n ts  o f  u p w a rd s  o f  100  o f  th em  h a v e  b e e n  h a n d e d  d o w n  to  us.

S ir  I s a a c  N e w to n , I)r . H a l le y ,  S ir  J .  I l e i s c h e l ,  a n d  o th e r  a b le  A s  
t r o n o m e rs . o i l  c o m p a r in g  th e o b s e r v a t io n s  m a d e  b y  T y c h o  B ra h e  a n d  
o th e rs , w ith  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  g ra v ita tio n , c o n c lu d e d  
th a t c o m e ts  r e v o lv e d  r o u n d  th e  sun  in  v e ry  e c c e n tr ic  e llip se s  and re 
tu rn e d  to  th e  su n  after ce rta in  p e r io d s . S o  far, in d e e d , d id  D r . H a lle y  
carry  h is  o b s e r v a t io n  o n  th ese  “  e rra tic  p la n e ts ,”  as c o m e ts  h av e  b een  
v e r y  q u a in tly  te r m e d , th a t  h e  p r e d ic te d  th e  retu rn  o f  o n e  in  1 758 ! 
T hree c o m e ts  d id  a p p ea r  in  th a t y ea r , b u t n o t  o n e  o f  th em  c o u ld  he 

id e n tifie d  w ith  a n y  th a t h a d  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  r e c o r d e d . N o r  is th is  at 
a ll to  b e  w o n d e r e d  at, s iu c e  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  c o m e ts  is y e t  very  
l im ite d , a n d  th is  p o r t io n  o f  p h y s ic a l  A s t r o n o m y , y e t , b u t  in  its  in 
fa n cy . T h e  g e n e ra lly  r e c e iv e d  o p in io n  is , th a t  c o m e ts  are s o lid  b o d ie s , 
th a t th e y  g ra v ita te  tow a rd s  th e su n , a n d  th a t, w h ile  th e y  arc w ith in  
th e  S o la r  S y s te m , th e y  o b e y  th e  sam e la w s as th e p la n e ts . I  h ere  ca n  
e x is t  n o  d o u h t  h u t (h a t ea ch  c o m e t  h as its a p p o in te d  fu n c t io n  in  c re a 
t io n ’ s il l im ita b le  fie ld  to  p e r fo r m

“  O f H im thou tell’st, who bade thee roam so far 
Through fields o f space immeasurably hurl’d 

Beyond the circuit o f each planet star,
Beyond the boundary o f our solar world.”

P e r so n s  at a ll a cq u a in te d  w ith  p la n e ta ry  m o t io n , k n o w  that th e  
A lm ig h ty  C rea tor  adap ts  h is  w ork s  to  th e p a rticu la r  c ir c u m sta n ce s  
u n d e r  w h ich  it  is h is  p lea su re  th e y  s h o u ld  e x i s t ; a n d  h e n c e  ea ch  
p la n e t  r e c e iv e d , at its  c r e a t io n , a projectile f o r c e ,  w h ic h  " O u *d 
h a v e  ca rried  it d ir e c t ly  o n w a rd s  th ro u g h  th e  im m ea su ra b le  d e p th s  ot 
s p a c e , h ad  th ere  n o t  b e e n , at th e  sa m e  m o m e n t , a n o th e r  lo r ce  p u t  
in to  o p e r a t io n , c a lle d  th e  attraction of gravitation,* o r  th e  te n d e n c y

* These fo rces , existing at one time, give to the heavenly bodies their olntal mo
tion ; first, projectile, tan co ita l, cen trifugal or centerjlying force ; second, an attractive, 
a centripetal, or a centre-seeking force.

The projectile force acting alone would throw the A _
body out o f orbit, and move in a straight line for ever.
But if we let the accompanying figure represent a 
planet in its orbit round the circle, and let the planet 
be in A , by its attractive force it passes to B , C, D , to 
A  again ; but if the projectile force were not inter
rupted, the planet at A would fly towards T , or being 
at B , would fly off at a tangent on the straight line ; 
and a planet, throughout its revolution, lias a tendency 
to bresk off in the same manner.
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o f  all b o d ie s  in  m o t io n  to  g o  tow a rd s  th e su n , a n d  h e n c e  th ese  b o d ie s  
are m o v e d  in  c ir c u la r  o rb its  rou n d  th e c e n tr a l b o d y  o f  o u r  sy s te m  : 
o r b its  s lig h t ly  e ll ip t ic a l in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  p r o je c t i le  fo r c e  b e in g  
g rea ter  th an  th e a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e

T h e  a n n e x e d  d ia g ra m  w ill illu stra te  the e llip t ica l o r b it  o f  a c o m e t , 
a n d  e x p la in  th e p r in c ip le  o f  p r o je c t i le  an d  a ttra ctiv e  fo rces .

S u p p o s e  a  c o m e t , a c t in g  u n d e r  th e  p r o je c t i le  fo r c e , to  h a v e  a rrived  
a t A .  N o w , w h ile  th e  p r o je c t i le  fo r c e  w o u ld  carry  th e  c o m e t  to  V ,  
V ' ,  V " , V '" ,  th e  a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e  o f  th e  su n , ut S , w o u ld  ca rry  th e  c o m e t  
fr o m  A 't o  0 ,  O ',  O ", O '" , a n d  S ;  th e n c e  it w o u ld , at th e  e n d  o f  th e 
tim e  n e ce ss a ry  to  ca rry  it to  V ,  V ' ,  V " ,  V '" ,  b y  th e  p r o je c t i le  fo r c e , 
a n d  t o  0 ,  O ',  0 " ,  O '" , an d  S , b y  th e a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e , b e  fo u n d  s u c c e s 
s iv e ly  at th e  p o in ts  11, C ,  I ) ,  E , a n d , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  it  w o u ld  h a v e  a p 
p r o a c h e d  n ea rer  to  th e  S u n , at e v e ry  s te p , than  it w as at A ,  the su n 's  
a c t io n  w ill th e re fo re  be in cre a se d , a n d  th e  c o m e t  jv ill be d ra w n  n earer 
a n d  n e a r e r  t o  th e  s u n , as th e  lin e s  S B ,  S C ,  B l ) ,  and  S K , are r e s p e c 
t iv e ly  less th an  e a ch  o t h e r ;  th e  c o m e t , th e n , in stea d  o f  fa llin g  in to  
th e  su n , at S , w i l l  b e  p r o je c t e d , w ith  a n  in cre a se d  v e lo c i ty ,  to P , its

Tlu* attractive force acting alone, then the planetary bodies would, in their revo
lutions, be drawn inwardly from their orbits; hence, the Joint an ion of the projec
tile and attractive force.«» retain the planets in their orbits ; the primaries round the 
sun, ;<rtd the secondaries round their primaries.

Tty attraction is meant that property in bodies by which they have a tendency to 
draw or approach each other ; central, or centre-necking y means the property which 
tends to impel them tow ards the centre round which they revolve.

Attraction o f gravitation is a power by which bodies tend toward each other; and 
the attraction is in direct proportion to the quantity o f matter in the attractive body ; 
but the earth being larger than Any other substance in her vicinity, destroys the 
probable effects o f this attraction between »mailer bodies by bringing them all to 
herielf.— Manual, 115 -1 )9 .
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p e r ih e lio n , o r  n ea rest p o in t  to  th e  su n . H e n c e  it is  m a n ifest , that 
th e p r o je c t i le  fo r c e  w as p r e v e n te d  fr o m  ca rry in g  th e c o m e t  to  V ,  Y  , 
^ ", V  ", a n d  th e a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e  from  ca rry in g  it  d ir e c t ly  th ro u g h  0 ,  
O ',  O  ',  O '" , to  S , th e  p la ce  o f  th e  su n , a n d  th at th e c o m e t  d e s c r ib e d  
th at p o r t io n  o f  th e  e ll ip s e  A B ,  C D ,  E P ,  a n d  th at its v e lo c i ty  w as 
g rea ter  at B  th a n  at A ,  at C  th an  at B , at I )  th a n  at C , a t E  th a n  at D , 
a n d  at P  th an  a t E ,  w h ere  its  ce n tr ifu g a l fo r c e  is g rea test , a n d  w h ere 
it w o u ld  h a v e  th e g rea test te n d e n c y  to  fly  o f f  in  th e d ir e c t io n  P , I ; 
h u t su ch  is th e  in lin ite  w is d o m  o f  th e  a lm ig h ty  A r c h it e c t ,  that th e 
c o m e t , s till o b e y in g  th e  law s o f  th e c o m p o u n d  fo r c e s  (c e n tr ip e ta l a n d  
c e n tr ifu g a l)  in  its a s ce n t  in  th e  d ia g ra m  fro m  I tow a rd s  A ,  it  g ra d u a lly  
re ce d e s  fr o m  th e  su n , a n d  at th e  sam e tim e  d im in is h in g  in  its v e lo 
c i t y ,  till it a rr iv es  at A ,  its a p h e lio n  o r  g rea test d is ta n ce  fr o m  th e  su n , 
w h ere  th e  o r b it  is g o n e  o v e r  aga in .

D id  all c o m e ts  r e v o lv e  in  e ll ip t ica l o r b its , a n d  w ere  th ere  n o  d is 
tu r b in g  ca u ses  in  a c t io n , p h y s ica l a s tr o n o m y  w ou ld  h a v e  a rrived  at 
co n s id e r a b le  p e r fe c t io n . B u t ,  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e g e n e ra l d if fu 
s io n  o f  th a t p h y s ic a l p r in c ip le , a ttra ctio n , th e  p lan etary  b o d ie s  o f  ou r  
sy s tem  are a lw a ys  a ttra ctin g  e a ch  o th e r , b u t  n o t  a lw a y s  w ith  th e  sam e 
fo r c e ,  b u t  w ith  a v a r y in g  in te n s ity  p r o p o r t io n a l  t o  th e ir  m a sses , d is 
ta n ce s , an d  p h y s ic a l p r o p ertie s .

A s  th e  y ea r  1758  d rew  n ea r , g re a t  c u r io s ity  w as e x c it e d  to  a s ce r 
ta in  w h e th e r  H a l le y ’ s p r e d ic t io n  o f  h is  76  yea rs ’ c o m e t , w o u ld  b e  v e r i
fied . N o  d o u b t  e x is te d  in  th e  m in d s  o f  a b le  A s t r o n o m e r s : “  W e  c a n 
n o t  d o u b t ,”  sa id  L a la n d e , in  1 7 5 7 , “  th at it  w ill r e t u r n ; a n d  i f  e v e n  
a s tro n o m e rs  s h o u ld  n o t  see  it, th e y  w ill n o t  b e  th e  le ss  p e rsu a d e d  o f  
its retu rn . T h e y  k n o w  th a t th e fa in tn ess  o f  its lig h t , a n d  its grea t 
d is ta n c e , p e r h a p s  e v e n  ba d  w ea th er , m a y  k e e p  it from  o u r  v ie w ;  b u t 
th e  p u b lic  w ill fee l it d if f ic u lt  to  b e lie v e  u s ;  th e y  w ill p u t  th is d i s c o 
v e r y , w h ich  has d o n e  s o  m u ch  h o n o r  to  m o d e rn  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a m o n g  
th e n u m b e r  o f  p r e d ic t io n s  m a d e  at h a z a rd . W e  sha ll see  d is se rta 
t ion s  sp r in g  u p  a g a in  in  th e  C o lle g e s ,  c o n te m p t  a m o n g  th e ig n o ra n t , 
te rror  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le ,  a n d  s e v e n ty -s ix  yea rs  w ill e la p se  b e fo re  th ere  
w ill b e  a n o th e r  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  r e m o v in g  all d o u b t .”

S u c h  w as th e  e fle e t  p r o d u c e d  u p o n  th e  m in d s  o f  th e F r e n c h  a s tro 
n o m e rs , th at L a lar.d e  s u g g e s te d  th e p r o b a b ility  o f  th e  e x p e c te d  c o m e t ’s 
b e in g  d e ta in ed  in  its  o r b it  b y  th e  a ttra ctiv e  in flu e n c e  o f  J u p ite r  a n d  
S a tu rn , and e n g a g e d  th e  a b le  se rv ice s  o f  M . C la ira n t a n d  M a d a m e  
L e p a n te , to  assist h im  in  ca lc u la t in g  th e  a ttra ctiv e  in flu e n c e  o f  th ese  
tw o  la rg e  p la n e ts  u p o n  th e  c o m e t ,  w h ich  h e  v e r y  w ise ly  s u g g e s te d  
m ig h t  d e la y  th e  tim e o f  its p e r ih e l io n .*  “  D u r in g  s ix  m o n th s ,”  h e  
rem a rk s , “  w e  ca lc u la te d  from  m o r n in g  till n ig h t , s o m e t im e s  e v e n  at 
m e a ls ;  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  w h ich  w as, th a t 1 co n tr a c te d  an  illn ess  
w h ich  c h a n g e d  m y  c o n s t it u t io n  fo r  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  m v  life . T h e  
a ssista n ce  re n d ered  b y  M a d a m e  L e p a n te  w as s u c h , that w ith o u t  it , w e 
n e v e r  c o u ld  h a v e  dared  to  u n d er ta k e  th is e n o r m o u s  la b ou r , w h e re  it 
w as n e ce ssa ry  to  ca lc u la te  to r  e v e r y  d e g r e e , a n d  fo r  1 5 0  y ea rs , th e 
d is ta n c e  a n d  fo r c e  o f  e a ch  o f  th e  tw o  p la n ets  w ith  re s p e c t  to  th e 
c o m e t ”

r̂om die Greek (p eri) »round, or near, and (fielion ) tlie run—hence 
M a m u d 'p 1 t o  ^  8“ a t*le courie of »ny celestial body around him.
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In  N o v e m b e r . 1 7  58, th e  a s tro n o m e r«  w ere  a n x io u s ly  lo o k in g  ou t for 
th e a p p ea ra n ce  o f  th e  co m e t . L a la n d e  a n n o u n c e d  th at th e  com et, 
w o u ld  e m p lo y  “  s ix  h u n d re d  an d  e ig h te e n  d a y s  m o r e  to  re tu rn  to its 
p e r ih e lio n , th an  o n  th e  p r e c e d in g  r e v o l u t i o n v i z .  “  o n e  h u n d red  
d a y 8 from  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  S a tu rn , a n d  five  h u n d re d  a n d  e ig h te e n  d a y «  
trom  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  J u p ite r .”  T h e  p e r ih e lio n  was a c c o r d in g ly  p laci d 
a b o u t th e  m id d le  o f  A p r i l ,  1759 . l lu t  C la ira n t d is t in c t ly  s ta ted  to  
th e  p u b lic , th at “  b e in g  p r essed  fo r  tim e , th e y  h ad  n e g le c te d  sm a ll 
v a lu e s , w h ich , c o l le c t iv e ly ,  m ig h t  a m o u n t to , m o r e  o r  le s s , a b o u t a 
m o n th  in  s e v e n ty -s ix  y e a r s .”  T h e  e v e n t , h o w e v e r , fu lly  rea liz ed  
H a l le y ’ s a n t ic ip a t io n s , a n d  a n sw ered  v e r y  n early  to  th e  ca lcu la tio n s  
o f  th e  F r e n c h  a s tro n o m e rs .

T h e  F r e n c h  a stro n o m e rs , h o w e v e r ,  h a d  n o t  th e  h o n o r  o f  b e in g  the 
first to  w itn ess  th e  retu rn  o f  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t , th a t p lea su re  was re s e rv 
e d  fo r  a fa rm er, a s e lf -e d u ca te d  a s tro n o m e r , a t, o r  n ear , D r e s d e n , 
n am ed  P a litz e l. T h is  w as o n  C h r is tm a s  d a y , 1 7 5 8 , n o t  b y  th e n a k ed  
e y e , as e r r o n e o u s ly  s ta ted , b u t  b y  an  e ig h t  fee t t e le s c o p e . It w as a f
terw ard s  seen  at P a r is , L e ip s ic ,  L is b o n , C a d iz , & c . ; a n d  it pa ssed  it» 
p e r ih e lio n  o n  th e  1 2 th  o f  M a rch , 1 7 5 9 , e x a c t ly  a m o n th  b e fo r e  the 
tim e  a n n o u n c e d . D a m o is e a n , M e m b e r  o f  th e F r e n c h  B o a r d  o f  L o n 
g itu d e , f ix e d  th e  n e x t  p e r ih e lio n  p a ssa ge  o f  H a l le y 's  c o m e t  o n  th e  4 th  
o f  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 3 5 , a n d  P o n te e o n ln n t , o n  th e  13th o f  N o v e m b e r , 
m a k in g  a d if fe r e n c e  o f  n in e  d a y s . T h e y  b o th  a g reed  th at it  w o u ld  
a p p ea r  ea r ly  in A u g u s t . T h e  c o m e t  w as seen  at R o m e  o n  th e  5 th  o f  
A u g u s t ,  a n d  p a ssed  its p e r ih e lio n  o n  th e 1 6 th  o f  N o v e m b e r . C o m e ts  
h a v e , th e r e fo r e , b e e n  fu lly  d e m o n s tr a te d  to  b e  co n s t itu e n t  m em b ers  
o f  th e  S o la r  S y s te m , a n d  to  o b e y  th e  law  o f  g r a v ita t io n , w h ic h  k eep s  
th em  w ith in  d e fin ite  o rb its , a n d  n o t , as r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e fo l lo w in g  
e rr o n e o u s , b u t p o p u la r  s ta n za  :

“  A pathless comet, and a curse,
The menace o f the universe ;
Still rolling on with innate force,
W ithout a sphere, without a course.”

It is a sserted  b y  so m e  a s tro n o m e rs  th a t s o m e  c o m e ts  m o v e  in  para 
b o l ic ,  a n d  o th e rs  in  h y p e r b o l ic  o rb its . B u t  as th e se  are term s n o t 
u n d e r s to o d  b y  p e r so n s  u n a c q u a in te d  w ith  m a th e m a tics , I w ill s im p ly  
e x p la in  th e m  b y  r e fe r e n c e  to  a  few  s im p le  d ia g ra m s. F o r  th is  sp e c ie s  
o f  in fo rm a tio n  w e are in d e b te d  to  S ir  Isa a c  N e w to n , w h o  h as d e m o n 
strated  th at all c o m e ts  m o v e  in  o r b its , d e r iv e d  fro m  c u tt in g  a c o n e  in  
v a r io u s  d ir e c t io n s , w in ch  c u tt in g s  are  te rm ed  C o n ic  S e c t io n s . F o r  
e x a m p le ,
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1. I f  a c o n e  b e  c u t  b y  a p la n e  
n h ic h  p a sses  o b liq u e ly  th rou g h  the 
tw o  s lan t s id es , th e  s e c t io n  w ill b e  
an e ll ip se  ; as, A ,  B ,  C , D ,

I I .  I f  a c o n e  b e  c u t  b y  a p la n e  
w h ich  is  p a ra lle l to  o n e  o f  its s la n t 
« id e s , th e  s e c t io n  w ill b e  a p a ra b o la ;
as, E , F ,  G .

I I I .  I f  a c o n e  b e  c u t  in to  tw o  
parts b y  a p la n e , w h ic h , i f  c o n 
t in u ed , w o u ld  m e e t th e  o p p o s ite  
c o n e ,  th e  s e c t io n  is  ca lle d  a h y p e r 
b o la  ; as, 11, 1, K .

H

N o w  it is  v e ry  d if i ic u lt  to  d e te r m in e , w ith  a c c u r a c y , w h e th e r  co m e t*  
a ctu a lly  d e s c r ib e  th is  la s t, o r  h y p e r b o lic  c u r v e } ;  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  
th e ir  b e in g  s e e n  o n ly  w h e n  th ey  are n ear  the su n , o r  in  th e n e ig h 
b o u r h o o d  o f  th e ir  p e r ih e lio n  p o in ts , a n d  th a t fo r  a v e r y  s h o r t  p e r io d  
o f  t im e . I n d e e d  th e se  th re e  o rb its  d iffe r  so  little  fr o m  e a ch  o th e r ,
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that th e  n ic e s t  o b s e r v a t io n s  m a y  le a v e  a  d o u b t  o n  th e  m in d  o f  th e 
o b s e r v e r , to  w h ic h  o f  th e  th ree  o rb its  a n y  o f  th e  l o n g  p e r io d  c o m e t*  
b e lo n g .

F o r  th e  sa tis fa ction  o f  th e  cu r io u s  in  th ese  m a tters , it  m a y  n o t  b e  
im p r o p e r , in  th is p la c e , to  g iv e  th e  fo l lo w in g  p ro p e rt ie s  o f  th e e ll ip se  
a n d  th e p a ra b o la , as g u id e s  to  th e  rea l o r b it s *  o f  th o s e  in te re s t in g  
ce le s t ia l w a n d erers , w in ch

------------------------------------------“  Roam  so far
Through fluids o f space, immeasurably hurl'd 
Beyond the circuit o f each planet star, 
Beyond the boundary o f our Solar world.”

Tf a c o m e t  m o v e  in  an  e ll ip se , a n d  th e  foci o f  th e  e ll ip se  a n d  t h e  
p la ce  o f  th e  c o m e t  ca n  b e  d e te r m in e d , th e n  th e  su m  o f  tw o  lin e s  
d ra w n  from  th e fo c i  o f  th e  e l l ip s e  to  th e  c o m e t ’ s p la c e  w ill a lw a y s  b e

(piai : for exam ple,

L e t  S  a n d  a b e  th e  tw o  fo c i  o f  
th e  e ll ip se , S  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  su n , 
i f  lin e s  b e  d raw n  fro m  e a ch  fo c u s  
to  th e  sev era l p la ce s  b, c, d, e, a n d  
f  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  c o m e t  d u r in g  
its  r e v o lu t io n , w e  sh a ll fin d  th at 
S  b a n d  S a, S o  and  S  <7, S  d  a n d  
S  a, S  o  a n d  S a, S / " a n d  S  a, w ill  
a lw a y s  b e  e q u a l ; th e r e fo r e , su ch  
an o r b it  w ill a lw a ys  b e  e ll ip t ic a l, 
m o r e  o r  le ss  e lo n g a te d , a c c o r d in g  
as th e  ce n tr ifu g a l fo r c e  e x c e e d s  1’ , 
sh e w s  th e  c o m e t 's  p la ce  at its  p e r i 
h e lio n , o r  n ea rest p o in t  t o  th e su n , 
a n d  its  p la c e  at its a p h e lio n .f  

(T o  le  con'inueti.)

• Orbit mean* the path o f any celestial body round its primary. The orbits o f  
tho planet; are ellipses ; the sun being in one o f the foci. M anual, p. 44.

t Aphelion, from tho Greek (ajxj) from, nnd (hclion) the sun, hence, the remotest 
point from the sun in the course o f a celestial body around hiui. M anual, p. 4 j .
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F E M A L E  W IT H O U T  A R O O F  IN  H E R  M O U T H .

FIGURE XXX.

A . R . 3h. 14m. M . C.

This is the mother o f  the native whose figure is on the 113th page.
Mercury in the 10th angular, in square o f Saturn in the 6th, and the latter in 

square o f the M oon, while the Sun and Moon were in opposition, and the Sun and 
Saturn in square: Mercury in parallel o f  Herschel, all agreeing with the 329th 
paragraph in the nirvana.

Those persons who have Mercury in bad aspect o f Saturn, have some defect in 
their delivery (77), and Mercury is in square o f Saturn in this nativity; hence, the 
native’s difficulty o f being understood.

Mercury is ruler o f the Ascendant, and Herschel ruler o f the 6th, in parallel with 
each other, always give impediment in speech.

1 he ingenious artist will easily perceive the causes o f this native’s impediment, 
and her defect in the organ o f  speech.

"  hen Mercury has just ¡last a conjunction, parallel, square, or opposition, is 
worse than when Mercury is applying, as the cause has existed before the birth,

S
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80. ILLUSTRATIONS OF VITAL PERIODICITY.
The astrologer is often asked the question, that if two individuals were born at 

the same time and plum, would not their bodily appearance, diseases, and fortunes, 
through life, he the sam e? The answer would certainly be in the affirmative; but 
on account o f the almost insuperable difficulty o f obtaining the true time o f two 
births occurring at the same period and place, this question has not been so fully 
demonstrated. 1 believe there are very few cases on record, aud those are o f twins, 
in which at least some minutes must have elapsed between the first and second 
birth. There is, however, a well authenticated case related in many modern astro
logical works, o f a person having been born about the same time as George the 
Fourth, whose history and fortunes (quoad capax) and death were like unto those 
o f that illustrious personage. That persons born at the same time are subject to 
the same diseases— and that their bodies are amenable to the same physiological 
laws, will be sufficiently demonstrated by the following striking case, abstracted 
from a * paper read before the British Association, by l)r . Laycock, exhibiting the 
agency of one general law regulating the phenomena o f life, and determining the 
periods o f their appearance. The learned writer says, “  A further corroboration of 
the general fact (viz. Vital Periodicity) would be afforded, if we could take two in
dividuals whose conception dates from the same moment, and placing them under 
similar circumstances, watch the occurrence and recurrence o f each successive cycle 
<>f change, and its accompanying phenomena. I f  the principle o f periodic-internal 
or esopereodic revolutions he correct, the cycles o f two individuals would be coinci
dent. This exact similarity o f circumstances can rarely be met with, since, even in 
the case o f twins, we cannot he certain that the conception o f both dates from the 
same moment, and that, consequently, the vital cycles are contemporaneous. An 
instance o f this kind lias, however, been recorded, and is worthy of notice, because 
it was related at the time as a remarkable and inexplicable case. The instance 
alluded to was communicated in 1834, to the Royal Academy o f Medicine by M . 
Cogentre, as a singular instance o f  morbid sympathy between twin brothers. It is 
stated that whatever indisposition the one suffered, the other suffered at the same 
tunc. Derangements o f the alimentary canal, intestinal worms, &c. always made 
th«*ir appearance in both precisely at the same moment, and the symptoms in both 
w < : e o f equal intensity. Dr. Nourel carefully watched the twins after their return 
from a fifteen-months’ stay in the country, and verified the observations o f their 
nurses. Ile found that quotidian intermittent fever commenced and finished on 
the same day in both ; both had acute conjunctivitis together, and also colic, which 
lasted in each for twenty-four hours ; two molar teeth in each made their appear
ance at the same time. These things happened in 1831. In  1832, they had dif
ferent eruptions, but both suffered contemporaneously; in W inter, both bad 
bronchitis together. In 1833, they were attacked with measles, and after these 
w ith scarlet fever; in these diseases each twin had symptoms precisely similar to 
the other, and the commencement aud termination in both were exactly at the 
same periods. I n 1834, they had ear-ache and intermitting fever together, and also 
a vesicular eruption on the hack o f the neck,"

Having had some opportunities o f verifying the general law— opportunities which 
are exceedingly rare, and scarcely ever to be met with save in the practice o f medi- 
f.il m en— the following case, illustrative o f the preceding remarks, will not prove 
unacceptable.

On January loth, 184o, a lady was delivered o f  female tw ins; one was born at 
fifteen minutes, and the other at seventeen and a half minutes before seven P . M . 
Indeed, so suddenly was the second child born, that the first was scarcely got out o f  
the way, an instance exceedingly remarkable, as generally very many minutes, nay 
sometimes hours, intervene between the births of twins. The same morbid syn - 
pathy existed between these diildren as in the case recorded by M . Cogentre*
I hey both cried at the same tim e; both vomited at the same time ; convulsions at

tacked both precisely at the same m om en t; and they both died at noon on the fol
lowing day after their birth. There can be no doubt that, bad they lived, their 
lives would have presented the same characters: they would have been  subject to 
the in me diseases, fortunes, and misfortunes; and that their departure from this 
life would also have been at the same period. These instances, and others which J 
perhaps, at some future period, may publish, correctly demonstrate the wonderful 
exactness o f nil vital phenomena, and beautifully exemplify the great truths o f  
Astrology. (F lo .  x x x i ) .

• Vide bum el, 1842, el mvj.
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N A T U S , T W IN S .

FIGURE X X X I.

Ascendant textile o f Mars,
. .  trine o f Venus,
. .  opposition o f Saturn,
. .  trine o f M oon,
. .  trine o f Herschel,

M oon square o f Saturn,
» .  square o f Sun,
. .  sesquisquare o f  Mars,
. .  trine o f Venus,
. .  parallel o f Mars,

Planets ©  ©  £1 I?
Dccli. 21 s 2 14 n 2 0 n lit) 19 s 0

Sun conjunction o f Mercury,
. .  sextile o f Jupiter,
. .  sextile o f Herschel,
. .  trine o f Mars,
. .  parallel o f Saturn,
. .  parallel o f Venus,

Venus square o f Mars,
. .  square o f Jupiter,
. .  squat e o f Herschel,
. .  sltnisquare o f Saturn.

V  <? $  2
1 830 18 s 36 22 s 18 18 s 40

The nativity presents many remarkable positing o f the planets, illustrative o f a 
short duration of life. The following b  the judgm ent o f  the figure, as taught by 
the Rules in the “  Arcana o f Astro-Philosophy."' (80).

248. The M oon hyleg, angular, in a violent sign, afflicted by the square o f Sa
turn angular in Aquarius, the square o f Sol in Capricorn, both in violent signs ; the 
parallel, dec., aud sesquisquare o f Mars are most powerful testimonies o f short life.

250. The only benefic ray to the hyleg is that o f a separating trine o f Venus, but 
even her benevolent aspect is greatly neutered by being herself in semisquare o f 
Saturn, in square o f Mars. Herschel and Jupiter lord o f the 8tli. T he rulers of 
the luminaries are evil.

260. Children dying before five years o f age are destroyed by the violent p o r 
tions o f the Sun and M oon at the time o f birth. Positions like the follow ing must 
inevitably prove fatal:

Jupiter afflicted by a conjunction o f  Herschel, square o f Venus, and opposition

• Th* numVra prefixed refer to the No. in the Arcana.
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o f Mars. Venus afflicted tiy square o f  Jupiter, square o f Mars, and semisquare o f 
Saturn. The Sun is ruled by the malific Saturn angular in Aquarius; and the 
M oon by Venus. The Sun is hastening to a conjunction o f Saturn; and the M oon, 
liyleg, is dreadfully afflicted by the evil aspects o f Sun, Saturn, and Mars.

• • *, M .D ., M .R .C .S . ,  H U L L .

A C R IP P L E .

Aspects.
Sun trine o f Herschel,
M oon conjunction o f Mars,
M oon square o f Mercury,
Moon trine o f Jupiter, •
M oon opposition o f Herschel,
Mars parallel o f Herschel,
Saturn parallel o f Mercury,
Jupiter parallel o f Venus,
Herschel sesquisquare o f Ascendant, 
Saturn quintile o f Moon,
Saturn quiatile o f Mars,
Venus setnisqnare o f Mercury,

Venus sesquisquare o f Herschel, 
Mercury parallel o f Saturn, 
Venus opposition o f  Jupiter, 
Mars square o f Merrury, 
Mercury opposition o f Saturn, 
Venus semisquare o f M oon, 
Venus senusquare o f Mars,
Mars trine o f Jupiter,
Jupiter semisquare o f Saturn. 
Mercury square o f  Herschel, 
Mars opposition o f Herschel, 
Jupiter semisquare o f Herschel.

Herschel retrograde in Sagittarius, which rules the legs, in exact semisquare to 
the Ascendant and sesquisquare o f tho 7th, give bodily infirmities, as .'125.

Moon conjunction o f Mars, with M oon and Mars in opposition o f H erschel; 
Herschel in semisquare o f Jupiter, ruler o f  Sagittarius; also Herschel semisquare 
o f Venus.

Tint M oon descending in the Hth, in conjunction o f  Mars, give great danger o f 
being burnt to death ; and as Mercury was in square o f both M oon and Mars, 
brought about burning by means o f play, .'¡2H.

The native was playing with another child, at the age o f two years, and burnt his 
knee with some hot cinders ; the wound was neglected, which ended in the neces
sity o f amputation. This native is still alive.
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S C I E N T I F I C  N O T I C E S  O F  C O M E T S  I N  G E N E R A L .

PART I. C ontinual /ruin ]<i%e 128.

I f  th e  c o m e t  m o v e  in  su ch  a 'm a n n e r  r o u n d  th e  sun  at S , th a t 
th e  lin e s  C ,  B , are a lw a y s  eq u a l to  C ,  S ; B , B , B ,  b e in g  a s tra ig h t 
lin e  fo rm in g  a ta n g e n t to  th e  c o m e t 's  pa th  at P , its p e r ih e lio n — a n d  as 
far  d is ta n t from  P a s  S  is from  P — o n  th e o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  c u rv e  ; th e  
c u r v e  P , C ,  C , C ,  w ill he a p a ra b o la , o f  w h ich  S  is o n e  fo c u s  s u p p o s e d  
to  b e  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  su n , w h ile  th e o th e r  fo c u s  is a t an in fin ite  d is 
ta n ce , a n d  p r o b a b ly  o c c u p ie d  b y  o n e  o f  th e f ix e d  sta rs , o r  a su n , s im i
lar in n atu re  a n d  o f f ic e  to  th e  sun  o f  o u r  sy s tem . H e n c e  a c o m e t , 
h a v in g  su ch  an  o rb it , is  n o t  l ik e ly  to  re tu rn  in to  itse lf, o r  e v e r  to  b e  
seen  again  in  th o se  r e g io n s  o f  sp a ce  v is ib le  to  ea rth ite s , th e re fo re  w e 
d o  n o t  w o n d e r  that a s tro n o m e rs  h a v e  b e e n  d is a p p o in te d  in  th e  e x 
p e c te d  return  o f  a  c o m e t , fo r  th a t p o r t io n  o f  its o r b it  th ro u g h  w h ic h  
it w as seen  m ig h t  a p p e a r  to  b e  p o r t io n s  o f  an e l l ip s e , u n less  th e  p r o 
p e r t ie s  o f  th e  last fig u re  c o u ld  b e  p r o v e d . F o r  in s ta n c e , a  c o m e t  w as 
seen  in  1 5 3 2 , a n d  its e le m e n ts  c o m p u te d , it  a p p e a re d  aga in  in  1 6 6 1 , 
a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  w as e x p e c te d  to  b e  v is ib le  a g a in  in  1 7 9 0 . In  th is  
y e a r  three c o m e ts  a p p ea red , b u t  n o t  o n e  o f  th e m  c o u ld  b e  id e n tifie d  
w ith  th o s e  o f  1 5 3 2  a n d  1661 , fo r  tw o  o f  th e m  m o v e d  in  o p p o s ite  d i 
r e c t io n s  to  th a t o f  1 6 6 1 , a n d  th e  th ird  w as d o u b le  th e  d is ta n c e  fr o m  
th e  su n  at its  p e r ih e lio n , a n d  its  o r b it  w as v e r y  d if fe re n t ly  in c l in e d  to  
th e  e a r th 's  o rb it  fr o m  th o se  o f  1 5 3 2  a n d  1 6 6 1 . S u c h  a  c o m e t  th e n  
b e lo n g s  to

“  That wond'rous race 
That visit earth from ether’s distant deep;
Man never will perchance find out the place 
Where we our course in distant regions sweep.”

A lt h o u g h  c o m e ts  are sa id  t o  o b e y  th e  sam e la w s as th e  p la n e ts  d o  
" b i l e  th ey  art- w ith in  ou r  so la r  sy s te m , y e t  th e ir  c o u r s e s  are, v e r y  d if -

T ^  u  * ‘ N e C •
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fe re n t fro m  th e  co u rs e s  o f  th e  p la n e ts , fo r  th e la tter  are a ll d ir e c t , o r  
from  w est to  ea st, w h ile  th e fo r m e r  m o v e  in  v a r iou s  d ir e c t io n s , th a t 
is , s o m e  d ir e c t  a n d  o th e rs  re tro g ra d e , a n d  th ese  in  n ear ly  eq u a l n u m 
b ers  ; fo r , o f  th e  1 3 7  w h o se  e le m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  d e te r m in e d , 6 9  h a d  
d ir e c t , o r  fro m  w est to  east, a n d  6 8  re trog ra d e  m o t io n , o r  fro m  east 
t o  w est.

P la n e ts  m o v e  in  th e ir  o rb its  in  p la n e s , w h ich  v a ry  v e ry  s lig h t ly  
fro m  th e e a it h ’ s path  ; c o m e ts  h a v e  a lm o s t  e v e ry  in c l in a t io n , as th e  
fo l lo w in g  T a b le  s h e w s :

Inclination. 
9 comets from 0 to 10

13 .................  10 . .  20
10 .................20 . .  30
17 .................30 . .  40

Inclination. 
14 comets from 40 to 50
23 .................  50 . .  GO
17 .................  60 ..  70

Inclination- 
19 comets from 70 to 80
1 5 .................  80 . .  90

Total, 137 comets.

In  th e se  tw o  last p a rticu la rs  n o  a n a lo g y  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  c o m e ts  a n d  
p la n e ts . A n d  h ere  le t  u s  p a u se , a n d  ask  o u r se lv e s , is th e  s in g le  in 
s ta n ce  o f  a n a lo g y  th at e x is ts  b e tw e e n  th e  m o t io n s  o f  p la n e ts  a n d  
c o m e ts ,  v iz . ,  th e ir  b e in g  g o v e r n e d  b y  th e  e f fe c t  o f  g ra v ita tio n , c o m 
b in e d  w ith  th e ir  p r o je c t i le  fo r c e  w h ile  w ith in  th e  so la r  s y s te m , su ffi
c ie n t  to  w arrant th e c o n c lu s io n , th a t c o m e ts  m o v e  in  e ll ip t ic a l  o r b its , 
a n d  re tu rn  a fter  ce rta in  p e r io d s ?

I t  is  th e g e n e ra lly  r e c e iv e d  o p in io n , th a t th e  f ix e d  stars, as w e  term  
th e m , arc s im ilar to  th e  su n  o f  o u r  s y s te m , h a v in g  p la n e ts  g ra v ita tin g  
tow a rd s  th e m , a n d  r e v o lv in g  r o u n d  th em  e ith e r  in  c ir c u la r  o r  e ll ip t ic a l 
o r b its — m a y  we n o t , th e n , w ith  e q u a l r e a so n , s u p p o s e  th a t  th ey  h a v e  
c o m e ts  d e s c e n d in g  in to  th e ir  sy s te m s , at d if fe re n t p e r io d s , in  a s im ila r  
m a n n e r  th a t th e y  d o  in to  ou rs  ?  I f  m ore  th an  5 0 0  c o m e ts  h a v e  b e e n  
s e e n , a n d  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  o n ly  1 3 7  o f  th e m  h a v e  b een  c o m p u te d , I 
sa y  n o t  w ith  th a t a ccu ra cy , it  h as a lw ays a p p e a re d , to  m e , v e r y  e x tra 
o rd in a ry  th a t a ll c o m e ts ,  as s o m e  a s tro n o m e rs  a ffirm , s h o u ld  b e  c o n 
s id e re d  as p erm a n en t parts  o f  o u r  sy stem .

I t  has b e e n  sta ted  b y  a s tro n o m e rs , th a t th e c o m e ts  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  
in  1 5 3 1 , 1 6 0 7 , 1 6 8 2 , a n d  1 7 5 9 , w ere th e  sa m e— n o w  le t  u s see  h o w  
far o b s e r v a t io n  a n d  ca lc u la t io n  ca n  id e n t i fy  th e m .

Time of 
appearance.

Time of passing 
their Perihelia.

1531,
1607,
1682,
1759,

August 24th, 
October 16th, 
September 4th, 
March 13th,

Intervals between their 
Perihelia.

yrs. days. Between
76 53 . .  1st and 2nd.
74 323 . .  2nd and 3rd
76 177 . .  3rd and 4th.

N o w , b e tw e e n  th e  2 n d  a n d  3 rd  retu rn s w e fin d  a d if fe r e n c e  o f  o n e  
y e a r  8 5  d a y s ; a n d  b e tw e e n  th e  3 rd  a n d  4 th  re tu rn s , a d if fe re n c e  o f  
tw o  yea rs  3 2  d a y s . H o w , th en , it  w ill b e  a s k e d , ca n  th e  id e n tity  o f  
th e se  c o m e ts  b e  p r o v e d  ?  T h e  n o t io n  o f  e x t e r io r  re se m b la n ce  m u st 
b e  en tire ly  d is ca rd e d , b e ca u s e  o f  th e v a r ie d  state o f  a tm o sp h e re — th e 
tim e  o f  th e  d a y  o r  y e a r  in  w h ic h  it is  s e e n , th e  co u n tr y  in  w h ich  it is 
o b s e r v e d . T o  s o lv e  th is  in tr ica te  p r o b le m , w e  m u st n o t ic e ,  first, th e  
p o in t  in  th e  h e a v e n s , w h ere  th e  c o m e t  m a k es  its  n e a re st  a p p ro a ch  t o  
th e  s u n , ca lle d  its  p e r ih e lio n , a lso  its  d is ta n ce  fr o m  th e  sun  at that
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p o in t , a n d  th e p re c ise  m o m e n t  w h en  it r e a c h e d  i t ; s e c o n d ly ,  w e  m u st 
n o t ic e ,  its in c lin a t io n  to  th e e a rth ’ s p a th , o r  th e  e c l ip t ic  o f  th e  h e a 
v e n s  ; th ird ly , th e  p r e c is e  p o in t  o r  p o in ts , ca lle d  its n o d e s , w h ere  its  
o r b it  c ro s s e s  th a t  o f  th e  earth  ; fo u r th ly , w h e th e r  its m o t io n  b e  d ir e c t , 
fr o m  w est to  ea s t, o r  re tro g ra d e , fro m  east to  w est. W h e n  th ese  p a r
ticu la rs , w ith  re s p e c t  to  o n e  c o m e t , h a v e  b e e n  a ccu ra te ly  a scerta in ed , 
a n d  a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p ea rs , a n d  its  data  a gree  w ith  th e  fo rm er  in  a ll 
re s p e c ts , th e p r e su m p tio n  w ill  b e , th a t th e  tw o  c o m e ts  are id e n tica l. 
T h is  id en tity  w ill b e  fu rth er  p r o v e d , if, in  ta k in g  an  e q u a l in te rv a l o f  
t im e , b a ck w a rd , o r  p r e v io u s  t o  th e  first a p p ea ra n ce , a n d  a fu rth er  
a g re e m e n t o f  p a rticu la rs  are fo u n d  to  b e  r e co rd e d . A t  th e  sam e tim e  
th e  p e r io d s  o f  in te rv a l s h o u ld  c o r r e s p o n d  m o r e  n ea r ly  th a n  th o s e  
b e fo r e  m e n tio n e d . D r . H a l le y , th e  fr ien d  o f  th e  im m o rta l N e w to n , 
b e in g  v e r y  d o u b t fu l o f  th e  id e n tity  o f  th ose  c o m e ts  w h ich  w ere  sa id  
t o  b e  id e n t ifie d , u n d e r to o k  th e  la b o r io u s  task  o f  a rra n g in g  th e  s c a t 
te red  a n d  im p e r fe c t  r e c o r d s  o f  m o r e  th an  4(H) c o m e ts .*  O f  th is  a m a 
z in g  n u m b e r  h e  fo u n d  o n ly  2 4  that h e c o u ld  s u b je c t  t o  r ig id  c o m 
p a r ison .

T h e  fo u r  c o m e ts  ju s t  n o t ic e d  m a y  b e  sa id , b y  th e  a b o v e  p r o c e s s , to  
b e  n ea r ly  id e n tifie d —

Years
when
seen.

Long, of the 
ascending 

Node.

Inclination
of

Orbit.

Longitude
of

Perihelia.

Distance 
from Sun 
in miles.

'I Arranged
i by
k Dr. Halley 
1 and 
J Lelande.

1531
1607
16S2
1759

o '
49 2.3
50 22
51 16 
53 46

o '
17 56 
17 2 
17 56 
17 40

O '
301 39
302 16
302 52
303 8

56,700
58,689
58,328
58,490

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  a lm o s t  id e n t i ty  o f  e le m e n ts  in  th ese  fo u r  
c o m e ts ,  y e t  th ere  is  a d is c r e p a n c y  in  tim e  o f  retu rn , o f  1 5  m o n th s . 
T h is  d is c r e p a n c y  h as b e e n  u se d  b y  H a l le y ’s o p p o n e n ts  as a s tro n g  ar
g u m e n t  a g a in st th e ir  id e n tity . B u t  H a l le y , w ith  sa g a c ity  th a t b e 
lo n g s  o n ly  to  m a ster  m in d s , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  little  th a t w as th en , 
a n d  e v e n  n o w , k n o w n  o f  p la n e ta ry  d is tu rb a n ce , c o n je c t u r e d  w h a t c e r 
ta in ly  ap p ea red  d iff icu lt  t o  p r o v e , th a t th e  c o m e t ’ s m o t io n  m ig h t  h a v e  
b e e n  re tard ed  b y  th e  a ttra ction  o f  th e  p la n e ts  J u p ite r  and  S a tu rn , 
n ear  w h ich  it h ad  to  pass in  its  a p p ro a ch  to  th e  su n , o f  w h ich  s u g g e s 
t io n  L e la n d e  a v a ile d  h im s e lf ,  a n d  w h o , as w e  h a v e  se e n , w ith  th e  
a ss ista n ce  o f  C la ira n t a n d  M a d a m e  L e p a n te , e f fe c te d  th e ir  in trica te  
c a lc u la t io n s , th e  first s u g g e s t io n  o f  w h ich  is d u e  t o  o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y 
m a n .

M a n , p u n y  m a n , w ith  a ll h is  b o a s te d  in te l le c t  a n d  p e r se v e ra n ce , 
m a y  o b s e r v e , r e c o r d , a n d  c o m p a r e  ; b u t o n ly

“  To tlio eye of God each worlc is clear;
Omniscient as Almighty ; great and small 

To his all-piercing glance alike appear;
He sees, observes, controls, and governs all.1’

* Hutton’» Mathematica Dictionary—Article Comet
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“  I'll not believe that the Arc!-Architect,
With all these fires, the heavenly arches deck’d 
Only for s/iuir; and with these glittering shields 
T ’ amaze poor shepherds watching in the fields!
I ’ll not believe that the least llower which pranks 
Onr garden borders, or our Common bunks,
And the least stone that in her warming lap,
Our mother earth doth covetously wrap,
Hath some peculiar virtues of its own 
And that the stars v f  heaven have n on e!"

D u  D arlas.

N o  k in g d o m , e it h e r  o f  a n c ie n t  o r  m o d e r n  t im e s , e v e r  a tta in ed  th e 
s p le n d id  e le v a t io n  o f  in te lle c tu a l p r e -e m in e n c e  w h ich  d ig n if ie s  o u r  
n o b le  a n d  illu s tr iou s  is le . C a n  th e re  b e  a g re a te r  b le ss in g  c o n fe r r e d  
o n  th e  h u m a n  m in d , th a n  k n o w le d g e  ? Tt is  b y  k n o w le d g e  a lo n e  that 
o n e  m a n  e lev a te s  h im s e lf  a b o v e  h is  fe l lo w , n n d  a b o v e  th e  sp h ere  o f  
th e  c o m m o n  g r o v e lle r s  o n  th e  e a r t h ;— it is  b y  th e  a c q u ir e m e n t  o f  
k n o w le d g e  a lo n e  th a t m a n  ca n  rea d  th e  b o o k  o f  n a tu re , w h ich  fits 
h im  to  read  th e b o o k  o f  re v e la t io n  w ith  e v e r la s t in g  p r o f i t  to  h is  s o u l, 
w h ic h  is th e  tru e e n d  o f  all p h ilo s o p h y .

I f  w e  s tu d y  th e p r o d u c t io n s  o f  th e  p e n c il  o f  a T it ia n , o r  a  G u id o —  
i f  w e rend th e  c o m p o s it io n s  o f  a  M ilt o n , o r  a S h a k e sp e a re — i f  w e fo l 
lo w  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  a K e p la r ,  o r  a N e w to n , w e c a n  fo rm  in  o u r  
m in d s  a  to le r a b ly  c o r r e c t  ju d g m e n t  o f  th e ta len ts , d is p o s i t io n , an d  
v ir tu e s  o f  th e  A r t is t ,  th e  I ’ o e t , o r  th e  P h ilo s o p h e r . D o  w e n o t ,  b y  
h o ld in g  c o n v e r s e  w ith  th e  m ig h ty  d e a d , in tr o d u c e  o u r se lv e s  to  th e 
c o m p a n y  o f  b e in g s  o f  a  s u p e r io r  o r d e r ?  I f .  th e n , w e  ca n  ob ta in  a 
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  d is p o s it io n s  a n d  n atu re  o f  m a n , from  h is  w o rk s , a l 
th o u g h  tlie y  are , c o m p a r a t iv e ly  s p e a k in g , b o th  few  a n d  im p e r fe c t , ca n  
w e n o t , b y  a  ca re fu l s tu d y  o f  th e  w ork s  o f  n a tu re , w h ich  are the m o s t  
v a ried , th e  m o s t  e x t e n s iv e , an d  th e  p e r fe c t  p r o d u c t io n  o f  I I im w h o  
cre a te d  th e  h e a v e n s  a n d  th e earth , a rr iv e  at a k n o w le d g e  o f  th e b e in g , 
a ttr ib u tes , and p e r fe c t io n s  o f  th e C re a to r  h im s e l f ;  th e  lo v e  a n d  fear
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o f  w h o m  are th e  b e g in n in g  o f  w is d o m , a n d  th a t w is d o m  is  th e  p r a c ti
ca l p o r t io n  o f  all o u r  a c q u ir e d  k n ow d ed g e .

“ To study God, God’s student man was made,
To read him in his nature’s text convey'd,
Not as in heaven ; but as he did descend 
To earth his easier book; where, to suspend 
And save his miracles, each little fUwer 
And lesser fly, shows his familiar power.”

B u t  w ith  a ll o u r  b o a s te d  a c q u ir e m e n ts , I fear w e  m a y  y e t  e x c la im ,

“  How few, alas! in this degenerate age 
Employ their nobler faculties and powers 
In scientific knowledge ;—rich supplies 
From thence we draw, nor » ill the fountain cease 
To flow, till time itself slih.ll be no more,
And nature sinks beneath the general fire.”

Tt is t o  b e  fea red  th at th e  s c ie n c e s ,  as th e y  are g e n e ra lly  s tu d ie d  at 
th e  p r e se n t d a y , h a v e  fo r  th e ir  o b je c t  th e  e ile c ts  o f  c a u ses  o n ly ,  le a v 
in g  th e ca u ses  th e m s e lv e s  in  u tter  m y s te r y  ; y e t , w e are to ld  that “  o f  
all s c ie n ce s  A s t r o n o m y  is th e  o n e  w h ich  h as a d v a n c e d  n ea rest to  ]>er- 
f e c t io n .”  I t  is tru e , th e  s c ie n c e  o f  A s t r o n o m y  e n a b le s  th e  n a v ig a to r  
to  c ro s s  th e  tr a c k le ss  o c e a n  w ith  sa fe ty , e x c e p t  s o  far as regard s a t
m o s p h e r ic  d is tu rb a n ce s . A s t r o n o m y  e n a b le s  th e  m e r ch a n t to  o p e n  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  w ith  th e  m o s t  d ista n t parts o f  th e  earth , w h ich  w o u ld  
o th e rw ise  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  e v e r  sep a ra ted  b y  an  im p a ssa b le  b a r r ie r : and  
i t  en a b le s  th e  e n te rp r is in g  m iss io n a r y  to  c o n v e y  a cro ss  th e  track less  
sea  a n d  p a th less  d e s e r t  “  g la d  t id in g s  o f  g rea t j o y ”  to  th e  “  b e n ig h te d  
h e a th e n ,”  a n d  th e  “  u n tu to re d  sa v a g e .”  B y  a s tr o n o m y , it is tr u e , w e 
are  a b le  to  te ll th e  p r e c is e  sp a ce  w h ich  sh a ll b e  o c c u p ie d  b y  a p la n e t 
ary  b o d y  at a n y  g iv e n  m o m e n t ; a n d  s o m e t im e s  a lso  th e  retu rn  o i  a 
c o m e t  ca n  b e  fo r e to ld  w ith  to le ra b le  a c c u r a c v , o r  th e  t im e s  o f  a s o la r  
o r  lu n a r  e c lip s e  c a lc u la te d  t o  th e  v e ry  m o m e n t ;  y e t  w ith  all th is a c 
c u r a c y  o f  ca lc u la t io n , th e  ca lcu la to rs  th e m s e lv e s  are co n fe s s e d ly  ig n o 
ra n t o f  p h y s ic a l ca u ses  o f  m a n y  o f  th o se  su b lim e  e ile c ts  th e y  so  a c c u 
r a te ly  c o m p u te , a n d  h e n c e , I  fear ,

-------------------------------- “  My feeble lays
Degrade tbe subject I attempt to praise;
A theme so great, so noble, does require 
A Pope's pure diction, and a .Milton’s fire.”

A  c o m e t  is d e f in e d  to  b e  a lu m in o u s  b o d y ,  w h ic h  a p p e a rs  in  th e 
h e a v e n s  o n ly  fo r  a l im ite d  p e r io d , s e ld o m  e x c e e d in g  a few  m o n th s , 
d u r in g  w h ich  h as a lw a y s  a m o t io n  p e c u lia r  to  itse lf, b y  w h ich  it is 
c o n s ta n t ly  c h a n g in g  its  p la c e  a m o n g  th e f ix e d  stars. I ts  a p p e a ra n ce  
is  g e n e r a lly  th a t o f  a  c o l le c t io n  o f  v a p o u r , a n d  s o m e tim e s  b u t ill  d e 
f in e d . T h e  w o r d , c o m e t , fr o m  its e t y m o lo g y ,  s ig n ifie s  a h a iry  star, 
fr o m  roma, h a ir , a  lo c k  o f  w h ic h  it f r e q u e n tly  re s e m b le s . T h e  lu 
m in o u s  p o in t  in  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  c o m e t  is c a l le d  its nucleus, o r  h ea d . 
T h e  n e b u lo s ity ,  is  a  h a z e  o r  s o r t  o f  lu m in o u s  v a p o u r  w h ich  su rrou n d s  
th e  n u c le u s  o n  a ll s id e s , a n d  is  c a lle d  th e  hair. T h e  lu m in o u s  tra in s, 
m o r e  o r  less  e x te n s iv e , a n d  b y  w h ich  m o s t  c o m e ts  are a tte n d e d , are 
c a l le d  th e  tails.
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W h e n  a c o m e t  first a p p ears  w ith in  o u r  fie ld  o f  v is io n , th e  c o m a  is  
fa in tly  lu m in o u s , b u t  b e c o m e s  b r ig h te r  as th e c o m e t  a p p r o a c h e s  th e 
su n —

“  Beautiful—lustrous as the heavens can be 
On vernal nights with their commissioned stars,

How much more do they seem 
When unaccustoin’d lights 

Like thine shoot forth from out the sapphire throne 
Whereon the Great One sits------------ ”

A q u e s t io n  m a y  h ere  b e  p r o p o u n d e d  ;— A r e  c o m e ts  in h e re n t ly  lu 
m in o u s , o r  d o  th e y  d e p e n d , l ik e  th e  p la n e ts , u p o n  th e g lo r io u s  su n  
fo r  th e ir  l i g h t '! I n  a n sw er  to  th is  q u e s t io n , H e r s c h e l  a n d  S e h ro e te r , 
t h o u g h t  th e  s p le n d id  c o m e t  o f  1 8 1 1 , a s e l f - lu m in o u s  b o d y . B u t  
Cassini d e s c r ib e d  th a t th e  c o m e t  o f  1 7 4 1  s h e w e d  a phase. “  O n  th e 
v e r y  d a y ,”  sa y s  A r a g o ,  “  th a t a n y  c o m e t  sh a ll a p p e a r  w ith  a d is t in c t  
p h a se , a ll d o u b t  w ill h a v e  c e a s e d .”  A n d  h e n c e  th e n u c le i  o f  c o m e ts  
w ere  fo r  s o m e  tim e c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  s o lid  b o d ie s , b u t n o  fu r th e r  e v i
d e n c e s  o f  a p h a se  h a v in g  b e e n  seen  s in c e  th at p e r io d , th e  id e a  o f  s o l i 
d it y  h as b e e n  a b a n d o n e d . I t  is , h o w e v e r , p r e t ty  w e ll a s ce rta in e d , 
th a t a g rea t m a jo r ity  o f  c o m e ts  are e n tire ly  a g g re g a t io n s  o f  g a se o u s  
v a p o u rs , b u t o p in io n s  o n  th is  s u b je c t  are s till v e r y  v a riou s . T h e  fo l 
lo w in g  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  g a s e o u s  fo rm a tio n  o f  c o m e ts  m a y  b e  o f  u se  in  
d e t e r m in in g  h o w  far th ey  m a y  a ffe c t  th e  p la n e ta ry  b o d ie s  o f  o u r  
sy s tem .

T h e  c o m e t  o f  14f>4 is sa id  to  h a v e  e c l ip s e d  th e  m o o n  ; h e n c e  it 
m u st h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  n ear  th e  ea rth , y e t  it p r o d u c e d  n o  se n s ib le  
e f le e t s .*  R e o io m o n tam u s  sta tes, th a t th e  c o m e t  o f  1 7 4 2  m o v e d  o v e r  
an a rch  o f  1 2 0  d e g re e s  in  o n e  d a y , a n d  th e  c o m e t  o f  1 7 6 0  m o v e d  o v e r  
an a rch  o f  41  d e g re e s  in  th e  sa m e  tim e , b u t  us n e ith e r  o f  th e se  c o m e ts  
c o u ld  a ctu a lly  h a v e  m o v e d  o v e r  m o r e  th a n  a few  d e g re e s  in  2 4  h o u rs , 
th ese  e x tra o rd in a ry  a p p a ren t ch a n g e s  o f  p la c e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  p r o 
c e e d e d  fro m  th e ir  p r o x im it y  to  th e ea rth , y e t  n o  e ffe c ts  o n  th e  earth  
h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d . T h e  c o m e t  o f  1 7 7 0 , is sa id  to  h a v e  p a ssed  tw ic e  
th r o u g h  th e  s y s te m  o f  J u p ite r , w ith o u t in  a n y  w a y  d e r a n g in g  th e  m o 
t io n s , o r  a ffe c t in g  th e p e r io d s  o f  r e v o lu t io n  o f  a n y  o f  h is  sa te llites . 
C a lc u la t io n s  h a v e , h o w e v e r , b e e n  m a d e  to  sh ew , th a t h a d  th e  m a ss  o f  
th e  C o m e t  b e e n  o n e -f ifth  o f  o n e  o f  th e s a te llite s , it  w o u ld  h a v e  v ery  
s e n s ib ly  h a v e  a ffe c te d  th a t sy s te m . 'T h is c o m e t  p a sse d  n earer to  th e  
ea rth , th a n  a n y  o th e r  h a d  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  d o ,  b u t  n o  se n s ib le  e ffe c ts

* There seems to have been some mistake in the translation of that passage of 
Phranza, master of the wardrobe of the emperor of Constantinople, relating to this 
remarkable circumstance. The following is a translation of the Latin version of 
the Bavarian jesuit, Pontanns, of the actual passage referred to. “  Each night, 
soon after sunset, a comet was seen, like a straight sabre, approaching the moon. 
The night of the full moon having arrived, and then by chance an eclipse haring 
taken p la ce, according to tho regular motion of celestial lights, as is customary ; 
some persons seeing the darkness of the eclipse and regarding the comet in the 
form of a long sword, which arose from the west and travelled towards the cast, 
approaching the moon, thought that the comet, in the shape of along sword, thus 
designated with regard to the darkness of the moon, that the Christian inhabitants 
of tho west had agreed to march against tho Turks, and would gain the victory.” 
From this passage it is evident that P hranza  has said nothing of the eclipse of the 
moon by a comet.
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v e r e  p r o d u c e d . I t  h as fu rth er  b e e n  c o m p u te d  that i f  th e  c o m e t  o f  
1 7 7 0  h a d  p o s s e s s e d  s o lid  m a tte r  e q u a l to  th e  m a ss  o f  th e  ea rth , it  
w o u ld  h a v e  s h o r te n e d  th e  le n g th  o f  o u r  y e a r  b y  o n e -n in th  o f  a  d a y  ; 
o r  h a d  it b e e n  o n ly  o n e -f iv e  th o u sa n d th  p art o f  th e  earth  in m a ss , it 
w o u ld  h a v e  a lte red  th e le n g th  o f  th e  y e a r  in  a m a n n er  th at w o u ld  ere  
th is  h av e  b e e n  v e r y  a p p r e c ia b le , b u t  n o t  th e lea st p er tu rb a t ion  o f  th is  
k in d  h as y e t  b e e n  o b s e r v e d .

S ir  J o h n  H e r s c h e l ,  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  g a s e o u s  su b sta n ces  o f  c o m e ts , 
sa y s , h e  saw  th r o u g h  th e  c e n tr e  o f  B ie la 's  c o m e t  in  1 8 3 2 , a g r o u p  o f  
stars o f  th e  sixteenth m a g n itu d e  ! a n d  y e t , th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  th is 
c o m e t  cre a te d  a lm o s t  as m u c h  a la rm  in  E n g la n d  as th e  d re a d fu l 
ra v a g es  o f  th e  c h o le r a , w h ic h  a tte n d e d  it , in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e p u b 
l ic a t io n  o f  s o m e  w ild  a n d  sp e c u la t iv e  n o t io n s , re la tiv e  to  th e  c o m e t ’ s 
e n c o u n te r in g  th e  ea rth  in  its  p r o g r e s s , a n d  in v o lv in g  us in  o n e  g e n e ra l 
ru in . A t  th is  e n lig h te n e d  p e r io d  w e b lu sh  to  th in k  th a t s u c h  a d e 
g r e e  o f  ig n o r a n c e  p r e v a ile d . W e  d o  n o t  fee l s o  m u c h  su rp rised  that 
a s im ila r  a larm  s h o u ld  h a v e  p r e v a ile d  in  F r a n c e , in  M a y , 1 7 7 3 , w h e n  
L a la n d e  v e r y  im p ru d e n tly  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  th e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s , 
a t  P a r is , a s im ila r  d isa ste r  t o  f o l lo w  th e  th e n  a p p r o a c h in g  c o m e t :—  
th e  resu lt o f  w h ich  w a s , “  m a n y  p e r so n s  o f  w eak  m in d  d ie d  o f  fr ig h t, 
a n d  m a n y  o th e r  fr ig h t fu l d isasters  fo l lo w e d .”  P e r so n s , p a r t icu la r ly  
in  that c a th o l ic  n a t io n  a n d  m e tr o p o l is , w ere  n o t  w a n tin g  to  tu rn  th e  
a larm  s o  in c a u t io u s ly  in sp ir e d  b y  s o  p e r ilo u s  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t , a n d  
“  many places in paradise were sold at very high prices. ”

“  And tliou hast come when »11 our fears were rife,
And every heart was aching with unrest;

For earth itself, as if instinct with life,
Her awe-struck sons was shaking from her breast.”

T h e  c o m e t  o f  1 6 6 1 , o b s e r v e d  b y  H e v e liu s ,  c h a n g e d  its  fo rm  fro m  a 
g lo b u la r  to  an  e lo n g a te d  f ig u re , a n d  at le n g th  e n t ir e ly  d isa p p ea red . 
A  s im ila r  p h e n o m e n o n  is r e c o r d e d  o f  H a l le y ’s c o m e t  in  1 6 0 7 , h e n c e  
it  ap p ears  v e r y  p r o b a b le ,  th a t c o m e ts  are  d e s t itu te  o f  s o l id  m a t t e r ; 
a n d  S ir  J o h n  H e r s c h e l c o n fir m s  th is  id ea , fo r  h e  says th at, “  w h e n e v e r  
p o w e r fu l te le s c o p e s  h a v e  b e e n  tu rn ed  o n  th e m , th ey  h a v e  n o t  fa iled  to  
d is p e l th e  i l lu s io n  w h ich  a ttr ib u te s  s o l id it y  to  th a t m o r e  c o n d e n s e d  
p a rt o f  th e  h e a d , w h ich  a p p ea rs  to  th e n ak ed  e y e  as a n u c le u s  ; th o u g h  
it  is  tru e th at in  s o m e  a v e r y  m in u te  s te lla r  p o in t  h as b e e n  seen , in d i 
c a t in g  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  a s o lid  b o d y .”

Professor A ir y  also remarks, “  On the physical constitution of 
comets w e have learnt nothing, except that they a p p ea r  to be wholly 
gaseous.”

The Quarterly Review, No. CIX. has the following passage on the 
supposed origin of comets—“ La Place and Herschel both ascribe the 
origin of comets to the vast quantity of nebulous matter that is scat
tered throughout space; sometimes like extensive clouds; sometimes 
in small patches, and not unfrequently so like comets that they are 
only distinguished from them by remaining motionless. Sir \V illiam 
discovered 2000 nebulae in the northern hemisphere alone ; this his 
son has already increased to 2 5 0 0 , and, in all probability, he will d o u 
ble the number before he finishes his interesting observations in the 
southern half of the heavens. The nebulae seem to be in various



no TIIE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER AND' METEOROLOGIST.

states o f  c o n d e n s a t io n , s o m e  ju s t  b e g in n in g  to  fo rm , a n d  a p p e a r in g  
lik e  a llim sy  v e il o f  g a u z e , s c a r c e ly  v is ib le ,  e v e n  in  th e  d a rk est n ig h t , 
w ith  th e  b e s t  t e l e s c o p e s ; w h ile  o th ers  are so  fa r  a d v a n ce d  tow a rd s  
th e s o lid  sta te , th at th e y  re se m b le  b r ig h t  stars s e e n  th r o u g h  a h a z e . 
C o m e ts  are s u p p o s e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  m in u te  n ebu las  w ith in  th e  sp h ere  
o f  th e su n ’s a c t io n , w h ic h , b y  th e  n atu ra l a ttra ctio n  o f  th e ir  p a r t ic le s , 
have b e c o m e  s u ff ic ie n t ly  d e n s e  t o  b e  a ttra cted  b y  th e  su n , a n d  c o m 
pelled t o  m o v e  in  o rb its  r o u n d  h im . S ir W il l ia m  h a s  o b s e r v e d , th at, 
in  th e ir  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  su n , th e su b tile  ilu id s  are d r iv e n  o f f  in to  th e  
e n v e lo p e s  a n d  ta il, w h ile  th e  d e n s e r  parts are c o n s o l id a t e d ; th a t, in  
re trea tin g  from  th e  s u n , a g rea t p o r t io n  o f  th e  e n v e lo p e s  a n d  tail is 
d is s ip a te d  a n d  lo s t  in  s p a c e ;  a n d  b e  c o n c lu d e s , th a t, b y  a re p e t it io n  
o f  th is  p r o ce ss , a s o l id  is  at le n g th 'f o r m e d , o r  p e r h a p s  th e  w h o le  d is 
s ip a te d , a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  n ature a n d  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e  p r im it iv e  
n e b u lo u s  m ass. T h e  c o n s o l id a t io n  w ill b e  s o o n e s t  e ffe c te d  in  th e  
c o m e ts  th a t c o m e  n earest t o  th e  su n , a n d  re tu rn  m o s t  fr e q u e n tly  t o 
w ards h im  ; a n d  th e  ro ta t io n  o f  a  c o m e t  w ill h asten  th e  p r o g re s s  b y  
d im in is h in g  th e  g ra v ita tio n  o f  th e  p a r t ic le s , and  fa c il ita t in g  e v a p o r a 
t io n . T h e  h y p o th e s is  o f  th e  n e b u lo u s  o r ig in  o f  c o m e ts  a c c o u n ts  fo r  
th e  le n g th  o f  th e ir  o r b its  ; fo r  as th e y  b e g in  th e ir  m o t io n s  a t  a  p r o d i
g io u s  d is ta n c e  fr o m  th e  su n , th e y  c o n s e q u e n t ly  m u s t re tu rn  t o  th e 
sa m e  p o in t  at e a ch  r e v o lu t io n , p r o v id e d  th e y  m o v e  in  o v a l p a th s . 
I t  ljk ew ifie  e x p la in s  th e  ca u se  o f  th e  g re a t  o b l iq u i ty  o f  th e ir  o rb its  to  
th e  p la ce  o f  tl|Q. e c l ip t ic ,  a n d  w h y  th e ir  m o t io n s  are s o m e t im e s  d i r e c t ,  
a n d  s o m e t im e s  r e tr o g r a d e .”

“  Ami when thou cKmVst the milky way 
Ami vanishes! from human view,

A thousaml worlds shall hail thy ray 
Through wilds of yon empyreal blue.”

W h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  th e  r e p e lle d  m a ter ia ls  w h ic h  c o m e ts  are s u p p o s e d  
to  lo s e  at e a ch  p e r ih e lio n  p a ssa g e , h as n e v e r ,  s o  far as I am  aw are , b een  
c o n je c t u r e d ,  I sh a ll th e re fo re  n o t ic e  th is  s u b je c t  u n d e r  th e  h e a d  o f  
th e t/scs of Comets.

T h e  c o m e t  o f  1 8 1 3 , “  b a d  th e  a p p e a r a n c e ,”  sa y s  S ir  J o h n  
H e r s c h e l ,  “  o f  a  star o f  a b o u t  th e 5 th  m a g n itu d e , b u t  d im , and  h a v in g  
n o  sh arp  n u c le u s . I  c o u ld  o n ly  u se  a  v e r y  lo w  m a g n ifie r , s o  th at th e 
tail a p p e a re d  to  rise  at o n c e  fr o m  th e n u c le u s , w ith o u t in te rv a l, o r  a n y  
a p p e a ra n ce  o f  d iv is io n  in to  tw o  strea m s . 1£ is  a  m u c h  less  c o n s p i 
c u o u s  o b je c t  th a n  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d  fr o m  so  su p erb  a tr a in .”

T h e  c o m e t  w as a b r illia n t  o b je c t  t o  m a n y  o f  th e  o b s e rv a to r ie s  o n  
th e  C o n t in e n t ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  at G e n e v a , w h ere  P r o fe s s o r  W a r tm a n n  
o b ta in e d  th ree  e x c e l le n t  o b s e r v a t io n s , fr o m  w h ich  h e  d e te r m in e d , th at, 
“  th is  c o m e t  a p p r o a c h e d  n ea rest t o  th e  su n  o f  a ll o th e rs  k n o w n , and  
h ad  e v e n  p e n e tra ted  in to  th e  lu m in o u s  m a tte r  o f  th at b o d y . T h e  ta il 
h a d  an o b liq u e  d ir e c t io n , a n d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  le ss  th a n  s ix ty -th r e e  m il
l io n s  o f  lea g u es  in  le n g th .

(T o  be continued.)
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F I GU R E  X X X I I f .

“  Behold ! now! there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honorable man: 
all that he saitli couieth surely to pass ; now let us go thither.”—1 Sam uel ix. ti.

Moon trine of Saturn, 
Moon opposes Mercury, 
Mercury sextile of Venus, 
Mercury trine of Jupiter.

Mars sextile of Saturn,
Venus half-sextile of Herschel, 
Sol half-square of Venus, 
Venus half-sextile Mars.

Venus represents the Querent, who was a female, anil the owner of the dog. 
Mercury and Venus rule the dog, as Virgo and Libra occupy the otli house, or 

that portion of the heavens symbolically denoting small animals.

Shall tve find the dog ?
Mercury in the 9th portends the dog has strayed away ; but Mercury has turned 

direct since the dog was missing, and hastens to a trine of \ enus, the querent s 
significator, signify the dog is returning, and will shortly be at home, y lh cu og  
retunieil the n ext i/ny.)

How was the dog lost ?
Venus last separated from a sextile of Jupiter demonstrates it was enticed by the 

person from whom you purchased it.

U
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ON STCKNESS AND INSANITY.

F I OU R E  X X X I V .

A. R. 2Hi. 13m. M. C.

Mercury square Mars,
Sol conjunction Saturn,
Jupiter near the Dragon's Tail. 
Sol square Dragon’» Tail,
Moon trine Mercury,

Moon square Saturn,
Moon soxtile Venus,
Moon semisquare Ilersehel,
Moon conjunction of Dragon's Tail, 
Moon square Sol.

Mercury, ruler of the Ascendent, afflicted by Mara, which latter planet is rnler 
of the 6th, or house of sickness, together with the Moon in square of Saturn ruler 
of the Hth, the house of death, and the Moon posited in the 12th, are all testimo
nies of violent indisposition.

What is the disease ?
This question was propounded to me hv the request of the afflicted lady. I find 

Mercury, ruler of the 1st, afflicted by Mars, in Aries, which denotes the haul is 
afflicted. Mercury in square of Mars, in the 11th, portends the disease was brought 
on by imprudent jicttinff. The Moon afflicted by Saturn, signifies trouble in the 
mind. The Moon just past the Dragon’s Tail, signifies a dU eated mind. The Moon 
in semisquare of Herschel portends insanity.

Header, after I had declared the above, they told me the querent had been in
fane for the last six month. Moreover, they solemnly declared that 1 had told the 
afflicted lady more than two years ago, that she would suffer as above.
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81. ON DECUMBITURES.

In carefully examining the Bills of Mortality, for the last four years, the reader 
would probably be astonished to find a great increase of deaths from diseases of the 
head. Since February, 1844, these diseases have gradually increased, especially 
apoplexy, paralysis, influenza, tic dolereux, &c. &c.; and, since April last, to so 
fearful an extent has this been the case, that in almost every large town, young and 
old have become a prey to one or other of the diseases mentioned, especially the 
first—apoplexy. If you refer to the Ephemeris, you will find that Herschel enters 
Aries, the ruling sign of England, about that time; and also, that Saturn, the great 
afflictor of all human nature, enters Aquarius, bringing with them all those diseases 
we have mentioned, and attributed to them when in those signs.

Since April last, 1845, Saturn has had his destroying power increased by a con
junction with Mars, in the same sign. It is singular to remark, that when Eng
land was visited with that dreadful scourge, the influenza,—a name given to the 
disease by the Italians, who proved it to be influenced by the stars—Herschel was 
then in Cancer, in square to Aries, and Saturn in Capricorn, in opposition to 
Herschel, and square of Aries.

In 1803, when that direful malady appeared again in England, Herschel was 
then in Libra; and in 1833, when it raged so extensively, Herschel was then in 
Aquarius, and Saturn in Libra. Herschel is now in Aries, and Saturn in Aqua
rius, afflicting England with those dreadful diseases before mentioned, and from 
which we are now suffering.

Being desirous to erect a figure on the Deenmbiture of a Person, to test the 
truth of astrology, and thinking a prominent disease would be the best illustration, 
I beg to forward you one. I need offer only few remarks of my own, as to those 
studious in astrology the figure speaks for itself.

F I G U R E  X X X V .

R. A. 27° 12'.

The Disease.
8aturn, lord of the 6th, posited in Aquarius, on the cusp of the 7th, would shew 
severe and incurable disease in the bead, accompanied w ith great pain. Saturn
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in an a iry sign, in mundane square of Jupiter and Venus, would also shew the 
blood to have become corrupted from the full habit of body. The Moon in Virgo, 
in mundane square to Mars, amost unfortunate position, would give an intermittent 
pulse—disease of the valves of the heart—sickness, and death within thirty days, 
unless the fortune assist.

TFill the Patient recover ?
The testimonies are greater that the patient will not recover. j
The Sun, light of time, afflicted by the square of Saturn, in mundo square of 

Mars, in zodiac and conjunction of Jupiter lord of the 8th.
The Moon has the mundane square of Mars.
The lord of the 8th angular, approaching a conjunction of the Sun, lord of the 

ascendant, is a mortal sign, and the Patient rarely escapes.
The Moon cadent, and both Sun and Moon afflicted by the Infortunes, are pre

sages of death.
Jupiter, lord of the 8tli, within nine degrees of a conjunction with the Sun, lord 

of the Ascendant, in a moveable sign, angular, would shew the disease to terminate 
fatally, in as many days.

At six o’clock, i>. M , on the 27th, eightdays six hours after the attack, the Moon 
arrived at the conjunction of Mars, on the cusp of the Gth—at the square of Jupiter 
lord of the Hth, and Mars on the 27th, by Ephemeral Progression, had arrived at 
the exact square of the Sun, at which time of aspects, the patient died from a severe 
attack of a poplexy, attended with groat pain in the head—an intermittent pulse, 
and disease of the heart, as the figure erected beautifully and correctly predicted.

A conjunction between the lord of the bill, and lord of the Ascendant, is as mortal 
a sign as the heavens can shew. Vide Cnl/iepper.

The good effect* of Jupiter and Venus are neutered by the powerfully evil rays 
of Saturn and Mars afflicting them.

• * *, M. D., F. It. C. S., HULL.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Sir,
I am pleased to have the opportunity of returning yon my 

sincere approbation in favour of your “ Arcana, Messenger, and Meteorologist," 
the latter has done you great and lasting good—in particular through the months 
of May, June, J u ly , August, and September, in the last year. Tin- Rule, given 
in your “  Messenger,” for judging of the weather during the sun’s progress through 
“  Aries, Taurus, Gemini, and Cancer,” are exceedingly correct, and the value of 
them are known to those who are daily making observations. I long to see the 
“  Manuel out, that I may have the Rules forjudging, during the sun’s progress 
through the remaining s i g n s t i p ,  f ,  jey, X f, and )0 .— I «in also very 
much gratified with the “  Arcana,”—and as yet, I have never been deceived by its 
Rules.—Hoping that your invaluable Works meet with success.

I remain,
Dear Sir,

Yours respectfully,
James Saxty.

To W. J .  Simmonite, Esq., A. M., &c. Market Lavington,
near Devizes, Wilts, 
January 19tli, 1816.
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FIGURE X X XV I .

An old Gentleman sick sent fn- his Physician, under the following position 
of the Heavens.

F rom  D r. S au n ter's A strological Judgm ent o f Sickness»

The morbific;»nt planets are Saturn. 'Tar\ and Jupiter. .
V rutu , lady of the orient, oppnnged hy an opposition o f  Saturn tn Laurus ,̂ w* 

tokeneth an inforcing of the pipes with puiegin, difficulty of respiration, *.vc. x m i 
in C ancer, afflicted e x  dm m etro mart**) betokeneih oppression of the breast, stom.n i, 
praecordiack», lights, liver, and ribs, with choler an l sharp humours, causing a >eUT 
also, or unnatural heat; Jupiter in like manner quadrating with \ runs, lady ot the 
Ascendant, shews some apostuination, and so much the more, because . t/pueir, -um» 
opposed himself against the M oon. And forasmuch as the Moon governeth the 
breast, lungs, mediastine, liver, and ribs, because she is under die dodocatermory 
of C ancer, it is most likely that in some of those parts the apostumation was in , nt 
to be more clearly certified, dolor ostendit locum ; for having a great pain m his side, 
with a fever and cough annexed, we conjecture that ho had an abscessus in the 
panicle phtra. And con cern in g  fa ta l signs, first 1 observe an opposition partite be
tween the lady of the Ascendant and Saturn. Secondly, 1 perceive the Muon not 
'■  parated from an <uppodtkm partile of Mars. Thirdly, the f c *  aiu. enns are 
corrupted by an opposdiun and square of Jupiter, lord of the 8th house. So the 
mortal places being four, and neither the lady of the horoscope, nor the M oon ap
plying to the auspicious beams of the fortunes, it presageth death; which happen
ed accordingly at the next crisis ; for the same day betore midmght he ended his 
life, according to the calculation, Venus differing about half a degree from the op
position of Saturn.

X



138 THK ASTRO-PHILOSOPHER AND METKOROLOGTSTV

FIGURE X X XV I I .

A Man applied for liif Wife under the following Configuration.

From  D r. Saunders, A stro-P hysician .

The morhificant planets are the Sun, Mercury, and Moon, exparte duminc asccn- 
dentis sed ex parte lunae, Sun, Mercury, Venus, Mars, and Saturn.

She was exceedingly sick at her stomach, and pained in her head, aide, and bot
tom of her belly ; her stomach was oppressed with cinder and phlegm ; her griping 
pains proceeded of windy inflammations ; she wjis also much vexed with insemina
tion, ventry constipation, loss of appetite, great inflammation and heat above na
ture : the fourth day following she had a very sick night; and the fifth day her hus
band brought her urine again, according to direction, and it appeared thick and 
curdled, something like honey ; yet being chafed against the lire, it did extenuate ; 
yet it remained in substance somewhat thicker than a mean, with an hyjjos/asie suh- 
ru fa , continual and a little uneven, and sin* felt herself a little amended : then Venus, 
lady of the Ascendant, took her leave of regal Sol, and upon the 7th day she was 
perfectly judged, her urine being exceedingly thick, and not rarefractable. As 
concerning fatal signs, Venus lady of the horoscope is combust, the M oon is in like 
manner sub radiis, and also applying to an op/tositinn of S atu rn ; she did likewise apply 
to ft square platic of M a rs ; but forasmuch as she was not fully separated from a 
sextile platic, therefore M ars's sauare is not to In* valued for a mortal sign. So the 
fatal places being three, it was aide to bring death to the sick party, if some salvi- 
fying help be not afforded ; but inasmuch as Venus, lady of the orient, and the 
M oon y doth apply to a sextile of benevolent Jupiter, it assureth an iudubitated hope 
of recovery, and so it came to pass.
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ON THEFT.

F I G U R E  X X X V I I I .

years.
It is r

soldiers.

THOMAS PARKIN,
Member of the Sheffield Astro-Philosophical Society, 

7, Kelhain Street,
Sheffield»
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81. CHRONOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF THE PLANETS ON THE 
EARTH, 1845.

F rom  Simmo/ti/e'a Journal.

V olcu i'0 Eruption in the M edU trransan.— Captain Caithness, of the English brig 
Victory* laden with patent fuel, from Newcastle, bound to Malta, where she ar
rived off the -20th of June, reports, that on (he 18//< idem , at half-past 1) p. M. (having 
hetui at noon, from observations taken by two chronometers, in lat- 36.40.56, and 
long. 13.44.3(5), both the top-gallant mast, and the royal mast went suddenly over 
the side, as if by the effects of a sudden heavy squall, though there was not at the 
tin e tht* h ast appearance of a squall or bad w eather of any kind ; at half-past eleven 
it came on to blow hard from the S.S.E. to S.E., and all bauds were sent up to reef 
the to (»sails, when all on a sudden it fell a dead calm, and the crew, as well aloft as 
on dork, could scarcely breathe from the sulphurous exhalations, dust of sulphur, 
and intense heat which prevailed. The ship laboured considerable all the while, 
and at a distance of about half a mile, three immense balls of fire were seen to issue 
from out of the sea, and remained visible for about ten minutes. Another heavy 
squall shortly after came on from the S. S. E., and soon carried the ship out of the 
hot into a cold current of air.

At the time this phenomenon took place, were Mercury decile of Jupiter and 
textile of Herschel, and Venus trine of Ceres; from Which aspects I predicted 
“ electric shocks;” this may be considered an extraordinary electric ana magnetic 
effort. I have frequently found that when Mercury and Herschel have m spec ted 
each other, volcanic eruptions have been concomitant. N otice March 18t%, 184b !

At three o'clock on Saturday, June 28th, Margate was visited with one of those 
grand yet awful occurrences, a whirlwind ; it came from the west, as though a misty 
cloud played upon the water round the inside of the harbour ; at last, dashing across 
in a direct line, it carried a large piece of timber, from a vcs.-el laden with if. several 
yards ; the boat of the same vessel was held some seconds from the ground by the 
fearful violence of the gale, and was lodged on the fiand keel upwards.

About six o’clock this evening, the Undine, Captain Nettlethorpe, belonging to 
Poston, brought up in Scarborough roads, blowing very strong at the time from 
N. E. Soon after she began to drive, and shortly before eight o’clock she went on 
the rocks, about live miles to the southward of Scarborough. The coast guard at 
Scarborough, observing the perilous situation of the crew, proceeded to the spot, 
v ith the life apparatus, to endeavour to save the crew, hut all of them, with the ex
ception of two, had been washed overboard and drowned. The remaining two were 
still on the wreck, but owing to the tempestuous state of the weather, and a heavy 
sea running, the men of the coast were unable to render the slightest assistance, 
and the poor fellows also found a grave in the abyss of the ocean. The Undine 
shortly afterwards became a total wreck, the coast being strewed with planks, 
spars, &c.

These took place under the operation of Venus quincunx of Saturn and parallel 
of Sun, also Mercury trine of Mars, which are noted „for being productive erf wind 
and electric action.

June 3rd. On this day I predicted “ earthquakes, thunder and lightning, and 
wind.” On the 2nd, at 3 p. m., a storm commenced and lasted till half-past 5 p.m. 
and was renewed on the 3rd from Mars conjunction of Saturn, and Meieuiv square 
of Mars, and Saturn with the Moon on the ecliptic in Taurus, hence the gales.— 
Mr. Pearson, of Kinlet, writes on the 3rd instant, “  This morning was bright and 
delightful, and I determined to put out some hundreds of geraniums, calceolarus, 
&c.t into the flower garden here, which is rather exposed. The wind began to tell 
us whore it came from about 1 1 a. m., with fleecy clouds. The atmosphere thick
ened to almost blackness till between 5 and fi p. m ., when a few drops ot rain came 
on with the now boisterous wind, and some of my calcelaras were made a wreck 
of! The wind and rain increased in force and quantity, till between 8 and 9 p. m., 
when it amounted to a regular tempest at 9 p. M. The wind changed from S. W. 
by 8. to N. W , when the storm ceased, and the heaven suddenly brightened, and 
the wind comparatively ceased. All this, the prediction of a tempest, was fulfilled 
hero to the letter.” Rev. Walter Sheppard says, “  I doubt whether even such 
proof positive, as the last two months’ observation* have given will convince the
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gainsayers. I am convinced, and liave been for a long time, of the truth of Astro- 
meteorology, and the inaccuracy of the predictions last year and the year before, 
tlnough the influence of the coint is, only confirms to my mind that the principle on 
which the'calculations are made will, in the end, be found correct.”

This stormy period extended its ravages to the continent also, for the French 
papers, of the llth, *tate that a violent hurricane visited the department of the 
Aisne, and extended to Guise, where M. Wanet, a candle manufacturer, who was 
closing his shutters to save his windows from being blown in, was driven b> the 
whirlwind with such violence against the corner of a house ten yards distant, that 
his neck was broken and his skull fractured; he soon afterwards expired. Many 
other persons in the same town were greatly injured, either by being blown down, 
or by the fragments of houses falling on them. The Marne, the Loire, and the 
T’honet, all broke their banks, through the heavy rains, flooded all the meadows 
in their respective localities, and destroyed all hopes of hay harvest.

At St. Calais the storm also raged with great fury; the water came from the sur
rounding hills, till it rose in St. Calais, to the depth of eight feet, bringing with it 
masses of rock, which, by their force, broke into shops, and destroyed quantities of 
goods. The hay harvest is entirely lost; the toads ploughed up by the turrents; 
h:idges broken down ; mills and houses destroyed. On the 13th, Sun quintile of 
llerschel, Sun trecile of Ceres and square of the Moon, with the Moon in square of 
Venus and trine of Mercury, while the last planet was in square of Juno, parallel 
of Pallas, and Juno parallel of Jupiter. I generally find that when the asteroids 
form many aspects, we experience very rainy weather and a dense atmosphere. “  On 
this morning,” says the Rev. Walter Sheppard, Hermitage, near Newbury, u was 
bright with peculiar haze, such as I have seen above a lime-kiln, or an iron smelt
ing furnace, which appearance, accompanied with great depression of the lungs, 
continued all day, becoming much lieaxier about four o’clock. The max. thermo
meter 81 degrees; min. 60 degrees; wind A. M., north, brisk ; r. M., variable and 
brisk. About 5 p. m . I heard the first peal of thunder, and rode home as fast as I 
could ; at half-past 7 the torm was at its height, and the rain descended in turrents. 
The storm came across from the Hampshire hills, and a fann beyond the Coombe 
bills was set fire to. At 10 p. m., Moon recumbent, blocd-red ; rain fell 0*27 inch. 
On Sunday, the loth, the Sun trine of Mars, Venus sextile of Jupiter, Mercury 
square of Ceres and the Moon trine of Sun, trine of Saturn, trine of Mars. At 
Rath, at 12 at noon, a flash of lightning, accompanied with a terrific peal of thunder 
and rain in bucket-fulls; at 4 p. m., we heard distant thunder, and had a few 
large drops ; but at Harrow farm, near Froxfield, Wilts., a water-spout fell in a 
field.

From the New York Weekly Herald— u  A magnificent thunder storm passed 
over our city last night, July 21st. The lightning began to play, and the thunder 
to roll, about 10 o’clock, and shortly afterwards came the pleasant pattering of the 
rain upon the scorching house-tops and along the hot and dusty streets. Then there 
was lull for an hour or two, and towards 2 o’clock in the morning the heavens were 
again lit up with vivid and frequent lightning, and reverberated with heavy peals of 
thunder, while the thirsty earth rejoiced under a gentle but gratelul shower. rJ his 
morning, though the beams of the sun seem to have lost none of their power, the 
air is cool and the foliage fresh and verdant.”

From the Boston Transcript, July 22nd— u  A severe thunder storm passed over 
the town last night (July 21st) accompanied with long continued and vivid flashes 
of lightning, and a continuous roar of thunder. A more magnificent display has 
not been witnessed for years, the whole heavens appeared as one sheet of fire, so 
quickly did one flash succeed another. The rain fell copiously for about three hours 
from two to five. We learn from tin* mail, that the lightning struck a block of 
brick bouses in Fayette-street, parsing along the roofs of six dwellings, nearly de
molishing the side roof of one, and considerably damaging the others. 1* ortunately 
none of the inmates were seriously injured, though several of them experienced a 
sensation, like that of a strong electric shock. Several young ladies slept in one of 
tin attics, directly beneath where th electric fluid passed, but sustained no ii jury 
except from fright.

T he J1 Jetcorohigist predicted for this date, u rain, thunder, lightning, mistiness in 
the oxygenic portion of the atmosphere, especially on the horizon, hot, positive elec
tric action.” The thermometer at Quebec ranged between 90 and 9o degrees, in 
the shade.

Shooting S tart—Among the papers read at the meeting of the British Association 
via» one by M. Coulnier Gravier. He has ascertained tliat there are between 6 and
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7 thousand shooting stars to be seen in the course of a year ; and that 6 o’clock ia 
the evening is the hour at which the smallest number is observed, and six in the 
morning is the maximum time.

On the 19th of August, an hurricane in France took place, with loss of life under 
the compound aspect of the Sun opposition of Mars, and the Sun in biquintile of 
Saturn with Venus in parallel declination of Juno. About one o’clock p. m . there 
were a heavy shower of rain at Paris with thunder. The M eteorologist foretold 
u thunder showers in some localities.” About 3 p. m . it blew a tremendous hurri
cane, by which damage was done to an incalculable extent. All the Tuilleries, the 
Pavilion Maison, was partly unroofed, and the trees in the gardens, &c. torn up. 
On the Place de la Concorde, during two minutes, the water from the fountains, 
was carried up to the clouds, not a drop being suffered by the whirlwind to fall into 
the basins. All this was nothing compared to the damage done in the country 
round. Fields covered with corn in the sheaf were so completely swept by the 
stonn, that a great deal was never recovered. By accounts in the R ouen Jour/uils, 
it appears that the.* storm was felt about the same time, but with increased violence, 
especially in the valley beyond Deville, commencing at the Houlme, crops were 
destroyed, buildings were unroofed, factories were demolished, chimneys blown 
down, a hundred of lives were lost, and the sufferers consisted of men, women, and 
children. The effects of the hurricane extended upwards of a league and a half in 
length. At the moment when the event occurred, the mercury in the barometer at 
Rouen fell from 0*769 to 0*705.

THE SH EFFIELD  ASTRO-PHILOSOPHICAL, METEOROLOGICAL, 
AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE SOCIETY,
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Astro logy and Astronomy, to prove to unprejudicial minds the indubitable truth 
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strate the applicability of the Astral Philosophy to the affairs of society : with a view 
of improving the deplorable condition of mankind, and to promote the happiness 
and pecuniary advantage of the human family, by averting the threatened calamity, 
which, without Astrology, cannot be foreseen.
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2nd. Associates or those persons co-operating with the Society, but residing out 
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3rd. Honorary Members.
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the Society’s Institute, at the Sheffield British Institution.

M e tubers adm itted by Ballot.

Entrance Fee 5s., and a Subscription of 5a. per Year, paid half-yearly. The 
Subscriptions become due when Sol enters Aries and Libra.

Subjects for discussion are brought forward and signified the previous meeting 
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SPRING QUARTER, 1816.

* Put up thy sword again into his jiao*, for all they that taka the sword, shall dio with the sword.” 
CHRIST, Mat. xvi, 52.

As Saturn is in Aquarius squared by Mars, we may expect insurrections and 
martial disturbances in Lithuania, Samogotia, again in Polish-Russia. The em
perors of Russia, Austria, and the king of Prussia, will be actively engaged in de
pressing hostilities against their regal authority, blood shed in all their empires. 
Much disease in Ireland: railway shares are on the rise : talks of war between 
England and America : disputation concerning the Oregon territory : disturbances 
in Manchester : several notorious murders in London: Scotland is afflicted by tloods 
and murrain among cattle : war in India. Accidents prevalent on railways. Much 
disease among children and youths ; influenza and pluratic affections, and scarlet 
fever. The crops will be moderate, but vegetation will frequently receive checks 
to its progress by cool nights and nipping winds.

82. FU LFILLED  PREDICTIONS, 

B y  W . J . Smammile.

PREDICTIONS.

“  While Mars is passing through Ca
pricorn, the ruling sign of India, the ter
ritories of the Punjaub will be the scenes 
of bloodshed.” 61.

“  Affliction to the Russian Czar, or 
some of his family ; and much warlike 
disturbances in some parts of his em
pire.” 68.

“  T alks of marriage of the Queen of 
Spain.” 68.

“  Mercury square Saturn, death to 
one of our nobles; the Sun square Sa
turn, an old statesman or government 
man is called to account.”  M eteorologist, 
page 25.

“  Death to a privy councillor.” 79.

The Post Office flourishes.” 79.

FULFILM ENT.
A letter from Ferozepore states that, 

at Lahore, Jowahir having attempted to 
seize Gholab Sing, had been defeated 
after a sanguinary battle, in which he 
lost 3000 men. London Illustrated N ew s.

The emperor of Russia was at this 
time dangerously ill. P ublic N ew s.

The Russians at war, they took Dargo 
in the Caucasus. The Russians lost one 
general, one colonel, twelve subaltern, 
and 162 non-commissioned officers and 
privates. On the side of the mountain
eers the loss is said to be considerable. 
Saaib, who commanded the artillery, was 
killed, and Doubir Naib, of the great 
Tchelclmia, was wovmded. London I l
lustrated N eics.

The R hine Observer mentions a report 
at Vienna, in the best circles, that the 
sovereigns of Europe have given their 
opinion in favour of a marriage of the 
young Queen of Spain, and Prince Leo
pold, the youngest son of Duke Ferdi
nand of Saxe Coburg.

“ Death of the Earl of Verolam," 
November 17th; “  Death of the Right 
Hon. William Dundas,” November 
14th: “  Death of Lord Hartlaud,” No
vember lltli, aged 73 years. B edford  
T'ones, N ovem ber 22.

December 19th, Sudden death of Lord 
Wharncliffe, President of the P rivy  
Council.

The Quarter ending January 6th, 
1846, was found an increase of -¿‘43,000'.
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PREDICTIONS.
“ Algeria is uneasy.” M eteorologist,

p. 3 0 .

“  Mars and Herscliel'0 position in 
.January, 1846, will cause serious rail
way accident*/1 p. 19, M eteorologist, 1846

“ In England martial discord.” Idem .

“  E xplosions in coal-mines.” Idem .

“  Disturbances in Spain.” Idem .

In F ebruary, “  Great debates in Par
liament. Sir R. Peel will be seriously 
and beneficially employed in bis own 
private thoughts in connexion with a 
modification of the corn law s.”  Page 19.

‘4 Universal agitation in Poland.” 
M eteorologist, p. 4H, of lH4ti.

“  The Russian C/.ar will have a year 
of groat turmoil.” Idem .

In March, “  the corn-laws remain 
unrepealed.” Idem , p. ¿,'1.

“  Sir II. Peel still retain* office, and 
maintains that nobleness of spirit which 
has hitherto boon manifested, and that 
tngacious and successful procedure de
veloped, which can he found only in 
master-minds like» his, which has so ho
norably marked his ministerial career.” 
Idem , p. 23.

FULFILM ENTS.
T he Journal des Debats published de- 

sp itclies from A/geria, of December 25th, 
which announces that, on the lStli, 
General Bedeau had a warm engage
ment, on the left bank of the Isser, with 
Ben Salem, who had advanced witlnn 
sight of Algiers. The Arabs were com
pletely routed, with the loss of 4«) killed.

“  Fearful and fatal accident on the 
South Eastern railway.” W eekly Chrtm- 
ic/e. Mercury arrived at the square of 
Hersctoel.

Much inflammatory and martial dis
cord throughout the length and breadth 
of England on account of the militia en
rolment.

“  Thirty-five lives lost, from fire damp. 
On Wednesday, January 14th, about 
half-past seven this morning, a most ter
rific explosion of fire-damp took place at 
the Messrs. Russell»’ colliery, and in the 
pit known as the ‘ Black Band P it/” 
W eekly Chronicle.

u  Another insurrection ! Barcelona, 
January 13th—News has come in this 
morning of a rising in the ‘ Ampurdan/ 
in the province of Gerona.” W eekly  
Chronicle,

Many and warm were the debales on 
the corn fates during the second and third 
week* of February, 18*16. See all the 
Public Papers.

An insurrection broke out in Febru
ary, about the 24th, when Prince Paske- 
witck received at Warsaw a dispatch from 
Baron de Steinberg, tlie Russian Consul 
at Cracow, who announced to Min the 
particulars of the insurrection in that 
city, and the retreat of the Austrian 
troops from Cracow. More than a thou
sand persons have been arrested in Ga
licia, and the Duchy of Posen, all be
longing to the nobility and the clergy. 
Many persons were killed. All tin* hos
pitals of Tarnow are filleu w uh wounded. 
P ublic P ap ers.

March has passed away, and the corn  
laws rem ain unrepealed.

His speeches at this time were politi
cal, logical  ̂ philosophical, and masterly 
silencing his opponents, and astonishing 
the* whole nation, shewing his ability to 
govern, to lead ; manifesting an eminent 
instance of true fortitude of mind while 
discussing the G reat N ational Question 
the rouN-uw.
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THE PHYSICAL CONSTITUTION OF COMETS, 

(C ontinued/rom ¡tage 140.)

If such, then, be the physical constitution of comets, there is not 
much to be apprehended from the collision o f a comet with the earth ; 
which, from the wisdom and perfections of the Creator, is not likely 
ever to occur; nay, the chances against such a collision have been 
computed by M. Arago to be 280,999,999 to 1. The Deluge, called 
Noah’s Flood, the depression of the Caspian Sea, and the comet- 
stricken planet, the broken fragments o f which are said, by some 
writers, who prefer the marvellous to the rational, to have formed the 
four Asteroids, or telescopic planets, Juno, Vesta, Ceres, and Pallas, 
are said to be the elfects of comets. But Laplace seems to arrive at a 
very different result; for, he says, “ it is easy to represent the effects 
of such a shock upon the earth ; the axis and motion of rotation 
changed ; the waters abandoning their ancient position to precipitate 
themselves towards the new equator, the greater part o f men and 
animals drowned in an universal deluge ; or destroyed by the violence 
o f the shock given to the terrestrial globe ;— whole species annihila
ted ;— all the monuments o f human industry reversed;— such are the 
disasters which the shock o f a comet would produce.”

It would appear from these supposed disasters, and from the follow
ing extract, that Laplace actually believes that this earth has sustain
ed the shock of a comet, for he says, “  we see, then, some singular 
facts in geology explained.— Why the ocean has abandoned the high
est mountains, in which it has left incontestable marks of its former 
abode:— we see why the animals and plants of the South may have 
existed in the climate of the North, where their relics and impressions 
are still to be found :— lastly, it explains the short period of the exist
ence of the moral world, whose earliest movements do not go much 
further back than three thousand years. The human race reduced to 
a small number of individuals, in a most deprorable state; occupied 
only with the immediate care for their subsistence, must necessarily 
KIV<1 lost the remembrance of all sciences and of every art; and the

Y
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progress of civilization had again created new wants, every thing was 
to be done again, as if mankind had been just placed upon the earth.”  

Now, I would ask, is it at all consistent with the perfection of wis
dom in the Creator, that such devastations would be in harmony with 
his Divine Perfections, or at all accord with the inscrutable plans of 
his perfect government ? Let reason and sound philosophy answer this 
question !

Com’st thou some further misery to portend,
And hid onr hearts for heavier woes prepare ?

Or com’st thou, heavenly stranger, as a friend,
To chear our souls P—or wherefore art thou here P

Having noticed that some comets appear to be entirely destitute o f 
a nucleus, and others possess a transparent nucleus, and others, again, 
whose brilliancy vies with that of our brightest planets, have, in all 
probability, a solid nucleus, and consequently may be opaque.

We come now to notice the

TAILS OF COMETS,

or that long and luminous train which accompanies many of them. 
Peter Appian, who attentively observed the comet of 1531, remarked, 
“  that the tail,”  whatever was the situation or motion of the star, 
"  was placed on the prolongation of the line which would join the sun 
and the nucleus.” —This notion may have perhaps become too general; 
for although the tail o f a comet may appear behind the comet, or the 
part farthest from the sun, yet the line, which would join the sun and 
the comet, seldom corresponds with the axis of the tail, as seen from 
the earth, sometimes the angle is very great, as was the case with the 
comet in 1843, and cases have been recorded where the tail has been 
at right angles to a line drawn from the sun to the comet, that is, in 
a direct line from the earth to the sun. It appears highly probable 
that the tail will always incline towards the place last quitted by the 
comet, or, in other words, to follow the path of the comet. Some 
writers state that the tail experiences more resistance in passing 
through space than the nucleus. Arago says, “  are we not led to 
suppose that there is a resistance, more than a mere comparison, if we 
remark that the deviation of the tail is so much the greater as the dis
tance from the head increases.”  These differences of deviation are 
such as to give to the tail a very sensible curve. The tail o f the comet 
of 1744 was nearly at right angles to the line of direction from the sun 
and comet.

The tails o f comets appear to increase in length as they approach 
the sun, but the dimensions of their tails are by no means commen
surate with their brilliancy, nor is the tail indeed one of their invari
able characteristics, for some of the most brilliant comets have had 
but short and faintly luminous tails, while some of the smaller ones 
have been entirely destitute of such an appearance, or at least so they 
have appeared to observers on terra Jinna, and hence they either 
actually have no tails, or the tails were insignificant and obscured by
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the nucleus.— Again, the tails of some comets are of immense magni
tude. Sir John Herschel says, “ the tail of the great comet of 1680, 
immediately after the perihelion passage was found by Sir Isaac New
ton, to have been no less than sixty millions of miles in length, and 
to have occupied nearly two days in emission from the comet's body 
this forms a decisive proof, that the origin of the tail o f a comet must 
be referred to the action o f the sun upon a gaseous substance, for we 
do not perceive any tail or train of light to pass from behind a planet 
or a satellite, which are known to be solid substances. As a further 
proof of solar action upon cornets, we may mention that of the tail 
being always in a direction from the sun, thence it must be produced 
by a repellant force. The tail o f Halley’s comet, at its aphelion, has 
been estimated at one hundred and twenty millions of miles in length ! 
The tail o f the comet of 1769 extended forty-eight millions of miles ; 
and the splendid comet of 1811 measured upwards of one hundred 
millions. There was one remarkable feature in the appearance of the 
comet of 1811, which does not belong to comets in general; -viz. 
that portion of the comet which astronomers term the head, which is 
situated within the transparent and probably atmospheric envelope, 
was separated from the tail by a distance of upwards of five hundred 
and forty thousand miles. Considering the vapourous mass of which 
a comet appears to be composed, it seems hardly possible to conceive, 
that the matter of which the tail is composed should ever be collect
ed again to the head from such an immense distance.

The comet of 1844 was o f a bright white colour, which had its tail, 
of immeasurable length, turned from the sun at a considerable angle, 
probably owing to the position of the earth, and stars of small magni
tude were seen through its head, and the tail appeared to be separated 
some distance behind the comet’s head. The comet which appeared 
on the 4th of September, 1844, had a clear, brilliant, well-defined 
nucleus, four or five seconds in diameter, and a broad luminous tail of 
about two degrees in length. Such are some o f the bodies that tra
verse space

“  Am id the radiant orbs
That more than deck— that animate the sky ;
The life-infusing suns o f other worlds.”

Professor Nichol, in his Contemplations on the Solar System , thus 
remarks on the comet of 1843 : “ Early in the year 1843, an object 
appeared in the heavens that must have astonished many worlds be
sides ours: situated in the region below Orion, it had the appearance 
o f a long auroral streak, visible immediately after sunset, and evi
dently pursuing a course through our system. Unfavourable weather 
concealed it from me till the 25th of March, when it presented a dim 
and strange appearance. The beginning or head o f this streak, al
though never observed here, was often seen in southerly latitudes, 
where it appeared like a small star with an enormous misty envelope, 
behind which an immense tail streamed through the sky. There is 
no reason to believe that this nucleus was in reality a star, the appli
cation of a very small telescopic power has always been enough to 
dissipate the illusion, and to resolve what seemed their solid region 
into a thin vapour. This extraordinary visitor was measured, and the
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nature o f its path detected ; and certainly the results o f these enqui
ries caused us to look upon it with still greater wonder. The diameter 
or breadth of its nucleus was rather more than one hundred thousand 
miles, and the tail streaming from it which was, in some parts, thirty 
times as broad, stretched through the celestial spaces to the enormous 
distances o f one hundred and seventy millions of miles, or about the 
whole size o f the orbit of the earth.”  Nor was its motion less singular. 
Unlike any globe connected with the sun, it did not move in a con
tinuous curve, which, like the circle or ellipse, re-enters into itself, 
and thus constitutes, to the body that has adopted it, a fixed, however 
eccentric, home ; but spying our luminary afar off, as it lay amid 
those outer abysses, it approached along the arm of a hyperbola;

rushed across the orderly orbits of our sys
tem into closest neighbourhood with the 
sun, being at that time apart from him only 
by a seventh part o f our distance from the 
moon, and detying his attraction by force of 
its own enormous velocity, which was then 
no less, in one part of its mass, than one-third 
of the velocity of light, it entered on the other 
diverging arm of its course, and sped towards 
new immensities.

It was upon retiring that this unexpected 
visitant was seen for a brief period in Europe. 
In the course of its approach, it must have 
passed between us ana the sun, causing a 
cometic eclipse, and, in so far, an intercep
tion of his heating rays; but that occurred 
during our night.

And now what is to be made of this comet
ary apparition? What is its nature? What 
its relations to our system ? and what new 
revelation does it bring concerning the struc

ture o f the universe ? Its relations with our system appear to have 
been few and transitory; and in this it resembles the probable millions 
of such masses, that have, since observation began, crossed the 
planetary orbits towards the sun, and after bending round him, gone 
in pursuit ( f  some other fixed star.

No more than these three comets are known to belong, properly 
speaking, to the scheme dependent on our luminary— Encke’s, Biela’s 
and Halley's— hut, that these do revolve round him, in fixed periods, 
the circumstance must be regarded in the light of an accident, their 
orbits being unlike any other, and having little assurance o f stability; 
for they cross the planetary paths, every one o f them may undergo 
the fate of Laxel s, which, by the action of Jupiter, was first twisted 
from his diverging orbit in a comparatively short ellipse ; and then, 
after making two consecutive revolutions round the sun, so that it 
might have begun to deem itself a denizen, was, by the same planet 
twisted back again, and sent, off, never to revisit us, to the chill 
abysses ! Strange objects, with homes so undefined— flying from star 
to star, twisting and winding through tortuous courses, until, perhaps, 
no depth of that infinite has been untraversed.— What then is your 
destiny to tell us ?
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O f him thou tell’st, Alm ighty, H oly, W ise,
W ho as a skiff upon a river’s tide,

Sends thee to speed along these boundless skies,
Or spans thy course as ’ twere a hand-hreadth wide.

To what new page of that infiuite book are you an index? W e 
missed, indeed, only very narrowly, an opportunity of information, 
which might have been not the most convenient; for the earth 
escaped being involved in the huge tail of our recent visitor, merely 
by being fourteen days behind it.

For one, I should have had no apprehension even in that case, of 
the realization of geological romances ; viz. of an Equator being turn
ed to the Pole, and the Pole to the Equator; the ocean meanwhile 
leaping from its ancient bed. But if that mist, thin though it was, 
with its next to inconceivable softness, brushed across our globe, cer
tainly strange tumults must have occurred in our atmosphere, and 
probably no agreeable modification of the breathing medium of organic 
beings.

Right, certainly, to the most curious about comets ; but prudent 
withal, to enquire concerning them from a greater distance than that, 
although one night in November, 1837, I cannot be persuaded that 
the earth did not venture on a similar, but comparatively small, expe
riment. It was, when our earth passed from the peaceful vacant spaces 
into that mysterious meteor region. The sky became inflamed and 
red as blood : coruscations, like auroras, darted across it, not as usual, 
streaming from one district, but shifting constantly, and sweeping the 
whole heavens.

“ I f  there be aught throughout the pearly deep 
O f Heaven’s unfathomable Ocean wide,

That doth affect m an’s soul 
W ith wonder and delight 

Beyond the rest o f vast Creation’s wealth,
'T is thou, mysterious star!”

“  H ence the deep vulgar deem impending fate,
A  monarch ruined, or unpeopled state.”

These imperfect views o f the motions, nature and physical consti
tution of comets, may lead us to contemplate the number, magnitudes 
and physical relations of the heavenly orbs, the myriads of worlds 
profusely spread throughout the immeasurable regions o f space, and 
form to us the

“  Canopy deck'd with gem s,”

upheld by Almighty power, arranged and directed by consummate 
wisdom, replenished, we have every reason to believe, with intelligent 
and intellectual inhabitants, no doubt, occupy a higher standing among 
intelligent beings, endued with nobler faculties, and clothed with a 
brighter glorv than puny man, then the magnificence of our earth 
vanishes, and the dignity of our nature and race appears to be absorb
ed in the brilliancy of the mighty and unfathomable constellation of
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intellectual existence. Instead, then, o f letting these views over
power our faculties or damp our energy to obtain knowledge, let them 
elevate the soul, awaken the ambition and invigorate the exertions of 
rational intelligent and immortal man.

“  W hat cannot art and industry perform,
W hen Science plans the progress o f their toil.” *

We shall now come to observe the effects on the earth and its atmo
sphere, during the approach of comets to the sun, and their departure 
therefrom

“  To a Philosopher, no circumstances, however trifling, is too mi
nute : he finds instruction and entertainment in occurrences which 
are passed over by the rest of mankind, as low, trite, and indifferent; 
it is from the number of these particulars, which to many appear in
significant, that he is at last enabled to form general conclusions.” —  
Goldsmith's Citizen o f the World.

We are now arrived at, by far, the most difficult part of our subject; 
and, in order to do justice to which it will be necessary to premise a 
few general observations on Cometary Astronomy.

This important and interesting subject has occupied the pens of 
the master-minds of all ages, and it requires, at the present enlighten
ed era, nothing short of giant energy to throw light upon the present 
mysteries of cometary influence ; as the foul weeds of superstition and 
prejudice are still deeply rooted, and too often too in soils in which 
we should have thought mental culture would not have suffered them 
to vegetate.

There are minds engaged in seeking after truth, which, in spite of 
existing prejudices, believe there are causes continually in operation, 
which are eminently calculated, under the influence of the all-power
ful Creator, and in harmony with his wisdom and goodness

“  T o  break the sleep o f elemental fire,
T o  rouse the power that actuates nature's frame,
T h ’ momentous shock, th’ electric flame.”

D r. Johnson.

And one o f those physical causes I have reason to believe, from the 
mutations and changes daily in operation around us, is attributable to 
cometary agency.

(To be continued).

“  Science is not Science till reveal’d.'
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F IO U R E  X X X I X .

A  Father enquired concerning hi» Son. The following was the face o f the
Heavens.

From D r. Saunders,  Astro-Physician.

The morbificant planets are Saturn, Venus, and Mercury.
M ars, lord o f the Ascendant, in Leo. governing the heart, stomach, and praocor- 

diacks, &c., afflicted by a square o f Saturn, betokenetli sickness and pain in those 
parts aforesaid, consisting o f tough congealed phlegm, intension o f the praecor- 
diacks, loss o f appetite, & c. And forasmuch as M ars governeth the gall, it also 
importeth therein causes o f glemmv flimy humours. The Moon beginning the sun
beams, situate under the sign o f Libra, doth farther import disease proceeding o f 
tartarous hnmonrs, the stone in the kidneys, and pain in the bottom of the belly, 
proceeding o f windy inflations. As touching mortal signs, first, the lord o f the 
Ascendant is oppressed by a pernicious square o f Saturn. Secondly, the Moon be
ginning to be sub radiis. 'Third ly , the Moon is applying to a conjunction platic o f 
rem u, the lady o f the 8th house. So the fatal places being three, it threateneth 

death, except some aid o f mellifluous Venus or Jupiter; but as for Venus, she being 
lady o f the 8th house, and also combust, her conjunction with the Moon can yield 
no comfort. As for Jupiter, he is elongated from a trine, with the lord o f the As
cendant the space o f 18 degrees, and therefore out o f the reach of any aspect. 
Therefore this figure is very fa ta l; and so it came to pass ; for within two days’ 
space he departed, with an ulcer o f apostumation under his ear, prefigured by 
Saturn in Taurus.
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F I G U R E  X L .

A Gentleman ill under tlie following positions o f  th« Heavens.

From  D r. Samuler's Astro-Physician.

Ascendant n  Dam. Mercury and M oon, that were the significators o f the sick 
person ; the 6th house being the latter part o f Libra with Scorq>io, Vcm u and M ars 
rulers thereof, were the significators o f the sickness, and because Venus was seated 
in a cold and moist sign, and also part o f the Gth house was Scor/ho, a sign o f  the 
same nature, being both flegmatick ; and Venus ruling in Scor/iio, a planet o f hot 
and dry (jnality, placed in an earthy sign ; for these causes, I  said, the sick man's 
disease did proceed o f choler and flogm , but flegm did predominate ; and therefore 
I signified that his disease was likely to be an intermitting fever, which was ac
knowledged ; and by reason that M ercury, significator o f the sick, and Moon, and 
also M ars, were all placed in signs o f a cold and dry nature ; for this cold I  told the 
party, that the patient was subject to be much inclined to melancholy ; and like
wise for that the Moon was lately separated from an oriental planet, my opinion was, 
that this disease was newly taken, and had not continued long. N ow , forasmuch 
as M ercury, lord o f tho Ascendant, was evidently placed in some cadent house, and 
also in combustion, going on towards a square aspect with Saturn, lord o f the 8th 
house, was elevated in the meridian angle ; for these reasons I acquainted the sick 
man's friends that his sickness would be lingering, and at last mortal, and no hopos 
to be had o f his recovery : all which so proved, for he continued about two months 
and then died o f that disease which might he gathered from the distance of Moon 
from Venus, viz. 8 degrees.
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t lO U R R  X U .

A  sick W otnan applied to our Physician under this 01ytnpi.il Edification.

From  D r, Samuler's Astrological Judgment on Sickness,

She had yellow jaundice, proceeding o f obstruction o f the nether orifice o f the 
gall, together with inflammation o f the liver ; she was exceedingly ill, with n kind 
o f fever heat, and felt pain in dextro hypocondro; and on her breast she had a 
breaking out o f little pimples, like sine bladders; the aforesaid obstruction pro
ceeded o f the square o f Saturn in sexta dumo, the inflammation and breaking out in 
pimples, was proper to the M oon, her opposition to the lord o f the ascendant M ars, 
placed under the dodecatemory o f L coy governing the stomach, liver, gall, left pap, 
&c. As concerning fatal signs, M ars lord o f the orient, is afflicted by a malevolous 
square o f Saturn on one side, and also by a square o f  M ercury, lord o f the 8tli house, 
on the other sid e ; also, the Moon is indamaged ex  diametro mart is, and also j>er 
qudrat uni Solis et Saturni. So the fatal signs being many, it sheweth great peril, and 
might amuse a good artist; yet the trigon between the lord o f the Ascendant and 
Juyiter, promisetli a hopeful end o f the disease ; and so it fell out, for she amended 
in short apace by a potion rightly prepared, and judiciously administered unto her.

z
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FIGURE XMI.

A Gentleman «ends for his Physician, the Celipositiones being as follows .

The morhificant Planets ex  parti Domini Ascendeniis, are Mars and Mercury, r.r 
parte tunic Jupiter Saturn and Venus.

The 29th degree o f Leo horoscopating in the east angle, governing the heart, 
stomach, praecordiaeks, and the Sun, lord o f the same, corrupted by a square ot 
M ars, hetokenetli sickness, and much pain in those parts, by superabundance o f  
eholerick humours; the Muon also in the same sign o f Leo, oppressed by a platick 
square o f Saturn, and the Momi joined to Venus by a platick conjunction ; it also 
noteth much predominancy o f flegmatick huniours. And as touching those parts 
o f the body where those parts o f the humors are conjested, Venn» in Cancer be
token eth the breast, lungs, liver, and causing tm guttbm  pectoris et spirandi difficut- 
tatem, and intention o f the praecordiaeks ; Saturn in Taurus importeth a cough, 
and rattling in the pipes and throat; Jupiter also opposing him self against the Moon, 
hetokenetli some impostumation, or at least a disposition thereunto, proceeding o f 
mixed humors on the panics pleura, causing pain in his side, after the manner 
Pturitis non lira . Lastly, Mercury being contaminated by a siptare o f Venus, and 
afflicted by the lord o f the Ascendant, it betokoneth a certain kind o f deliration, 
and disturbance o f his senses, by eholerick exhalations, &c. And now concerning 
mortal signs; first, I find the lord o f the Ascendant damaged by a siptare o f M ars : 
secondly, I see the Moon infirmed by a sttunre o f Saturn : anil, thirdly, the Mism 
afflicted by an opposition o t Jupiter, lord o f tlio Hth house, and withal neither the lord 
o f the Ascendant, nor the Mism, applying to the friendly beams o f the fortunes; 
therefore, small hope is to he expected but that upon the next crisis, he would 
depart this life ; and so it fell out., for the third day following he ended his days, 
M ars then causing a crisis according to the former rule.
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83. M E T E O R O L O G Y .

O N  SOLAR AND L U N A R  R A IN B O W S , SOLAR AND L U N A R  HALOES, AND OTH ER 
METBOR1C PH EN O ME N A, WITH  T H B I R  EFFECTS ON T H E  ELECTRICAL 

CONDITIONS OF T H E  A IR  AND W E A T H E R .

u Let no presuming impious railer tax 
Creative W isdom , as if  aught was formed 
In vain, or not for admirable ends—
Lives there a man, whose universal eye
Has swept at once the unbounded scheme o f things,
Mark’d their dependence, and firm accord,
A s with unfalt’nng accent to conclude 
That this availeth naught?
Till such exist, let zealous praise ascend 
Aud hymns o f  holy wonder, to that Power,
W hose wisdom shines as lovely in our minds,
As on our smiling eyes his servant— sun.”

“  L o , these are parts o f his ways.” — Job.

The air, or atmosphere, the grand theatre in which all the phenomena described 
in the above title, is, in a general sense, that invisible fluid which surrounds our 
globe, to th** altitude o f nearly 30 m ile»; on the varied conditions o f which depends 
not only animal but vegetable life ;— the air, in fact, is one o f the great and most 
material agents, employed in carrying on her varied and ever varying operations, in 
the economy o f nature.

-----------------------------“  I cannot go
W here universal love not smiles around.”

Though the attention o f Philosophers, in all ages, has been sedulously employed, 
by enquiries concerning the nature o f the atmosphere, yet, it is only within the last 
century, that is, from about the year 1750» little more than the mere mechanical 
action o f the air was discovered. Since that time, however, numerous discoveries 
have been made concerning the constituent parts o f the atmosphere, the nature o f 
the elastic fluids o f which it is composed— its influence on animal and vegetable 
life, and its numerous mechanical properties— among the latter o f these discoveries 
is that admirable property o f reflecting the light o f the sun, aud other celestial 
bodies,— and its remarkable property o f refracting both Solar and Lunar beams to 
our visual organs in the varied forms enumerated m  tlie title o f this Article.

The first Meteoric Phenomenon under consideration, is that splendid A rch  o f 
Heaven, (V aroen-ceilj,

T H E  R A IN B O W ,

the first notice o f which occurs in Genesis ix. 13 and 14, li I do set my bore m the 
cloud, and it shall be for a token o f a covenant between me and the earth. And it 
shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen 
in the cloud.”  Then God, addressing Noah, said (ver. 17)« u This is the token of 
the covenant, which I  have established between me and all flesh, that is upon the 
earth.” — The rainbow, then, onght to be a consolation to every one who believes in 
the existence o f a Divine Being, especially when we have this assurance o f the 
Creator himself, u W hile the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and Summer aud W inter, and day and night shall not cease. Gen. viii. 22.

Philosophers, before the time o f  Sir Isaac Newton, supposed that all light, in 
passing out o f one medium into another o f different density, was equally refracted 
under the same circumstances. But that indefatigable and circumspect observer 
discovered that there were different species o f tight; and that each species is so dis
posed as to suffer, both a different degree o f refrangibility, in passing out o f one
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medium into another, and to excite in our minds the idea o f  different colour». 
A m ong the numerous experiments made by Sir Isaac Newton, to prove the refran- 
glbility o f light, was the following very interesting one, which any one, unacquaint
ed with these phenomena, may readily make. Let a room be darkened, and the 
sun be permitted to shine through a hole m;ulo jn the window shutter. Let the 
sun’s rays fall upon a prism o f glass (a piece o f glass o f a triangular form), then will 
the rays o f light, in passing through the prism, undergo different degrees o f refrac
tion, or turned out o f a straight lino in different angles, by which they are separated 
into different rays, exhibiting, on a white screen, or sheet o f paper, the following 
colours, in regular order ; viz. red, mango, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violel. I f  
the image refracted upon the screen be divided into 3(>G equal parts, the red will be 
45 o f such parts, the orange 27, the yellow 4H, the green 60, the blue 60, the indigo 
40, and the violet 80.

Light is subject to the laws both o f reflection and refraction, but it is chiefly owing 
to the latter law that the phenomena to be described are attributable. A ray o f 
light is said to be refracted when it is turned out o f a straight line, by passing from 
a rare to a denser medium, as it is termed refracted, or bait toward a perpendicular 
line, to the surface o f the denser medium.

N ow the line which a ray o f light describes before it enters either a denser or a 
rarer medium is called the incident ray, and that which it describes after it has entered 
another medium is termed the refracted ray.

The angle comprehended between the incident ray and the perpendicular is called 
the angle o f incidence, and that between the refracted ray and the perpendicular, is 
called the angle o f refraction.

Having shewn that a ray «fligh t, in passing through a prism, is separated intuits 
component colours, the red ray being the least refrangible will fall nearest to the 
perpendicular line, and form the red port in the spectrum, and also in the rainbow : 
next in degree o f refrongibility is the orange, which is farther from the perpendi
cular, or the second in the rainbow ; then follows the yellow, &c. till we arrive at 
the violet, which has the greatest refrangibility.

N ow as rainbows are formed by the rays o f the Sun passing through falling drops 
o f  rain, the rays, nfter entering the drop, becom e refracted at the bottom of it, and 
are reflected to the upper portion, where they undergo another refraction, where they 
are divided into the several sorts o f rays, as in passing through the prism, that ray 
nearest to the perpendicular will be the least refracted, or forming an angle o f about 
40degrees, this forms the red ray, or the underside o f the bow : the most refrangible 
ray makes an angle o f about 42 degrees, hence the upper edge o f the bow, the violet. 
B ut the ray o f light is found to be reflected a second time In the drop o f falling rain, 
and hence the least angle that a ray can make with the perpendicular after two re
flections, and consequently two refractions is about 61 degrees, and the greatest angle 
54 degrees. H ence the hreadth o f the bow is about 3 degrees. But we frequently 
seo two bow», the order o f the colours o f which is reversed, and the distance between 
the two bows about 8A degrees. W ere the sun a mere [mint such would be the 
actual magnitude o f the bows, hut ns the sun itself subtends an angle o f half a de
gree, it is evident that both the bows and the space between them, wi'l be greatly 
increased. Upon tins principle are formed both lunar rainbows, solar and lunar haloes, 
and other luminous appearances.

These phenomena are very interesting to witness, but, if we only witness them, 
they will be found o f very little utility. The time when they appear must be when 
the sun. or m oon, shines during tlie time the rain is falling, and the heavier the rain, 
♦bat is, the larger the drops, the more powerful will be the reflections and refrartiims 
o f  the sun's rays, and, consequently, the more perfect will he the bow, and the 
more brilliant the colours. These, like all other phenomena o f this nature, have 
their uses, and they are either indications o f fair or foul weuther.— The following 
adage is common, but significant,—

“  A rainbow in tlie morning 
Is tho shepherd's warning.”

That is, by its appearance is denoted tho breaking up o f the nimbus cloud into the 
cumulus, from which showers may be expected, at intervals, during the d a y ; hence 
the wuruing o f the 11 B ow ,”  wliich is always depicted on the rain cloud, on the op-
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posite hide o f the observer to the sun, that is, the spectator is between the sun and 
the “  Bow.”  But, another adage—

u  A  rainbow at night,
Is  the shepherd’s delight.”

Because it usually denotes the discontinuance o f showers, and is the prelude to suc
ceeding fine weather. Thus far the formation and usefulness o f the tolar rainbow.

T H E  L U N A R  R A IN B O W

is a more rare, and, consequently, a most interesting spectacle. This generally 
takes place after the M oon has passed her first Quarter, when, during showery 
weather, it ofton happens that the clouds are so situated as to leave an opening, in 
which the Moon is situated, and the rest o f the sky cloudy— if rain be falling at the 
time a u Bow”  (o f less brilliant, colours than the solar bow, as the M oon’s rays are 
much less brilliant than those o f the Sun), will be seen upon the opposite cloud, 
formed in precisely the same manner as the Solar bow, and remaining a greater or 
less time visible, as the clouds move with greater or less rapidity. But little is 
known o f the use o f the lunar u B ow ,”  and no old adage is to be met with o f a 
similar character to the two preceding. But from very recent observations it would 
appear that they are indicators o f unsettled weather; that is, that the air is nearly 
or  completely saturated with moisture, and that falling and boisterous weather is at 
hand.

About nine or ten years ago T witnessed, for the first, and last time, one o f these 
rare phenomena, and the weathor, for several days following, was boisterous and 
exceedingly wet. Tw o similar phenomena were seen, in the North o f England, by 
a clergyman o f accurate observation. The first o f these appeared on the Kith of 
November, 1845, and was followed by tempestuous and wet weather. The second 
appeared on the 15th o f December, and was succeeded by a long series of tempes
tuous weather, as the great destruction o f «oast property and human life, but too 
sadly testify.

If, then, the Solar u Bow”  appears to remind poor fallen man o f his coi'enant with 
his Maker, and besides indicates that the v'orst is past, let us hail the u Bow in the 
clm/d”  with thankful hearts and iovful tongues ! And, on the contrary, if the 
il Moon B ow ” indicates more downfall, and the devastating storm„ let us take the hea* 
venty indication as a timely warning, and bestir ourselves to avert the threatening 
danger.

S O L A R  A N D  L U N A R  H A L O E S .

These interesting phenomena, though formed in a similar manner to rainbows, 
are seen around the luminous bodies, and not on the opposite side o f the heavens— 
they are, no doubt, generated upon planes o f vapour, both by refraction and reflec
tion, o f the solar or lunar light, or upon beds o f snowy crystals, at a considerable 
elevation in the atmosphere, as the halo sometimes appears when the vapour is 
scarcely visible. The diameter o f the single solar and lunar halo is generally about 
23 degrees, but sometimes a double halo appears o f about 45 degrees in diam eter: 
sometimes other circles will appear intersecting the original ones, indicating most 
manifestly di/ferent planes o f vapour, differently inclined to those upon which the 
original halo appeared, inclined to one another, probably from different, currents of 
air, pervaded bv different currents o f electricity, and hence caused double reflec
tions and double refractions o f the rays of light. In the points o f intersection o f the 
variously inclined circles, many o f which frequently exhibit the prismatic colours 
vividly, bright patches o f light are frequently to be seen, to all appearance, resem
bling either the Sun or M oon, as the case may be, i f  seen in theintetsectioi s o f the 
circles round the former luminary, they are termed jxtrahelia or mock-st/ns ; if in the 
latter, paraselenw. These parahelia and paraselenee are generally o f a dull silvery 
colour.

These atmosjtheric phenomena I have considered with considerable attention, for 
several years, and generally find them to precede the action o f the barometer, by 
from 12 to 18 hours, to be at all seasons of the year harbingers o f falling weather, and 
sometimes o f storms, hurricanes, and other fearful phenomena, After long periods
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of drought, these phenomena are often very brilliant, and consist of several inter
secting circles of highly prismatic colours, shewing that the air has then arrived at 
its maximum state of refracting properties, and as the air becomes more saturated 
with moisture, these beautiful phenomena gradually diminish in brilliancy, and 
finally disappear ; condensation of vapour still going on rapidly, till, in about the 
times above mentioned, actual deposition takes place, and fine weather is almost, 
thus suddenly, succeeded by foul.

I have here tabulated some of these beautiful appearances, and hope observers, 
who may in future accord similar phenomena, will also record the previous as well
as the subsequent states of the weather.

Y E A R . DATE. HALOES. W E A T H E R  SUCCEEDING.

1835 July 1, Lunar, with two pa- 
raselente

Bain at 10 p . m . on the 2nd ; and thun
der storm on the 2nd in Bedfordshire.

•• •• 4 , Lunar Rain at 5 p. m . on the 5th;  much 
heavy rain in Cumberland.

* * . .  27, Solar, with prismatic 
colours

Thunder and heavy rain on the 28tli; 
on the night of the 27th there was 
much silent lightning and clear sky.

1837 Jan. 13, Solar and Lunar,
•• . .  17, Solar and Lunar, >  

with clouded rays \
Rain on the 14tli and 18th.

* * . .  30, Solar, with 3 parahe- 
lia, and coloured 
circles

A strong gale from the AV. with thun
der and lightning on the day prece
ding, and rain on the day following.

. . Dec. 6, Lunar, very large Rain on the following day.
1838 July 2», Solar and Lunar, with 

prismatic colour*
Showery day, thunder storm on the 

30th.
1840 Feb. y , Solar at 10 * .  M., Lu

nar at 8  p .  M.
Rain during the night of the 9th, 

amounting to '1*2 of an inch.
•• . .  i i , Double Solar, highly 

coloured aboutSP.M.
Rain during the night.

Aug. 13, Lunar, and two para*
sole me

Heavy rain in the night.

•• . .  16, Lunar, with 2 para-̂ 1 
seleme

On the 16th, rain -75 inch.

. .  16, Lunar, with 2 para- 
Helena;, highly co- I
loured J

On the 17th, rain 04 do.
On the 18th, rain ‘ 19 do.

•99, or nearly an 
inch of ruin, with gales.

The following Notices are from the United States of America.
1840 Jan. 12, Lunar. Snow on the two folio wing days.
. . . .  2 6 , Solar. Ist'day cloudy, 2nd snow, 3rd rain. 

Snow on the following day.I'eb. 2, Solar.
. . • • 17, Lunar. 1st and 2nd days cloudy, 3rd rain. 

1st day cloudy, 2nd fair, 3rd snow.. . Mar. 12, Lunar.
April 2, Solar. 1st day cloudy, 2nd rain.

. .  13, Lunar. next two davs partially cloudy.

. .  If., Solar and Lunar. 1st day cloudy, 2nd heavy rain.
.Tune 3, Lunar. 1st day cloudy, 2nd fair, 3rd rain.

. . Aug. 12, 
. .  13,

Solar. rain.
Solar. rain.

. .  ■ 15, Lunar. next day rain.

. .  17, Lunar. next day fair, 2nd rain.
Sept, 1, 

7,
Solar. next day rain.
Lunar. rain next «lay.

Oct. 8, Lunar. rain next day.
Nov. .3 to 7 Lunar. rain on the 8th, 9th, and 10th.

11, Lunar. 1st day fair, 2nd rain.
Dec. 4, 5, Lunar. snow on the 8th.
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Having given several notices, in various years, in England, and one entire year in 

America, (examples might be multiplied one hundred fold), I think it may be fairly 
asserted that both Solar and Lunar haloes are correct prognosticators of falling 
weather.

The following prognostications of falling weather of M inna T roil, in the Pirate, 
are much to the purpose, as they mention haloes or w eather-gates.—“  The morning 
mist lies heavy upon yonder chain of isles, nor has it permitted us, since day-break, 
even a glimpse of Fitful Head, the lofty cape that concludes yon splendid range of 
mountains. The fowls are winging their way to the shore, and the shell-drake 
seems, through the mist, so large as the scarf. See, the very shear-w aters and lottwis 
are making to the cliff for shelter. See, the air is close and sultry, though the 
season is yet so early, and the day so calm, that not a windlestraw moves on the 
heath. See, how heavy the clouds fall every moment; and see those w eather-gates 
that streak the lead-enhmred map with partial gleams of fa d ed  red  and purple. The 
STORM WHICH THOSE SIGNS ANNOUNCE WILL BE A DREADFUL ONE.”  Pirate,
vol. i. p. 58 and 59.

The next phenomenon that claims our attention is that incomparably beautiful 
seene o f  night,

THE AURORA BOREALIS.

This beautiful phenomenon seems to have been first placed on record in March, 
17 10- rtun/Tcr were very common between the years 1760 and 1785, during which 
period many remarkably vivid displays are on record.

Another period of these spleudid appearances was between 1827 and 1840, during 
which period 1 observed many remarkably rich displays, some of which exhibited 
various tints, rising from a broad white arch, embracing the northern horizon, below 
which appears a cloud of dense blackness. The displays exhibit an infinite variety 
of forms and colours, from the most delicate wlrite streamers to others of a blood-red 
colour, tipped with a smoky black, to which Dr. Halley gave the name of “  Burn
ing spears!” Sometimes the columns of light follow each other as rapidly as “  the 
spokes of a wheel in quick motion.” One of this beautiful description was seen in 
various places in England, on the 13th of March, 1833, between eight and ten 
o'clock at night. The columns of light were of a bright yellow, and from their 
peculiar and rapid motion had a very beautiful appearance. The columns passed 
rapidly from N.E. to \V. with perpendicular motion. The sky was clear, and freezing 
sharply, with a fresh wind from S. E.

The information as to the weather either preceding or following atirorrr is very 
scanty; a few tabulated records, from scattered observations, may serve to shew 
their indications, which are generally of a similar nature to those of haloes, but pro
bably less to be depended upon as prognostications.

The following displays are selected from scattered observations.

YEAR. DATE. NATURE OF 
DISPLAY.

PLACE. WEATHER FOLLOWING.

1837 Feb. 18, brilliant, very red 
and gorgeous

Gosport wet on the same, and fol
lowing day.

.  . April 27, verv small Gosport 1st and 2nd davs fair.
* « Aug. 25, yellow, and small Gosport rain, gale, lightning and 

thunder on the 26th.
•* Nov. 5, very grand and 

rich
Gosport fair weather.

1840

12,
15,

less splendid 
splendid

Gosport fair weather, 
fair weather.

Jan. 4, of splendid silver 
lustre

Onondaga, Unit. 
States

fair weather.

* * March 25, a moral arch Lowville, U. S. snow crystals 33 hours af
ter the disappearance.

May 29, very splendid lu
minous undula
tion«

Cambridge,
Washington

rain in 54 hours after, 
with lightning.
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YEAH. DATE. NATURE OF 
DISPLAY.

PLACE. WEATHER FOLLOWING.

1840 Aug. 10, beautiful and 
sublime

Onondaga, U. S. rain next day.

•• Sept. 25, very singular, 
with “  dippers”

Onondaga, IT. S. fair weather.
-

1842 April 1H, splendid Albany, U. K. fair weather.
. . June 4, white Rochester, U. S. fair weather.
* * July 31, splendid Albany, U. S. preceded by thunder and 

lightning, and succeed
ed by fair weather.

No v it appears that haloes are more certain indications of falling weather than 
aurora:. Haloes occur in the higher region of the clouds, and are generally depicted 
Upon strata of cloudy attenuated vapour, or minute stratus clouds, and hence they 
may appear and disappear several times in a day, indicating the rapid changes of 
the refractive conditions of the air, or the greater or less quantity of condensed va
pour, or snow spiculw . A urora : appear sometimes either to follow, or accompany 
great falls of temperature, that often take place in warm weather after storms, and 
hence, they not so touch indicate approaching changes, but rather to accompany or 
succeed a change already taken place. A urora?' therefore are not to be considered 
a* signs of stormy periods, hut rather as an effect, or an accompaniment of certain 
atmospheric changes. Hence, also, electrical changes, to which class aurorae belong, 
are sometimes antecedent, and frequently the cause of storms, rather than the 
consequent.

As the A urora B orealis, or broad arch of horizontal light, always extends to equal 
distances on each side of the m agnetic m eridian, T consider, that the Northern lights 
are generated by the superabundant magnetism of the earth, more particularly as 
the magnetic and electric fluids, are, with some modifications, “  chemically con
sidered as gaseous substances of a homogeneous qui lity."

The height of the aurora borealis has been variously computed from one hundred 
to seven hundred miles above the earth’s surface, and consequently far beyond the’ 
limits of our atmosphere, but this opinion, as well as those relating to its nature and 
cause, are alike unsatisfactory. Well digested facts are still wanted to form ail exact 
and satisfactory theory on the subject.

S4. HOW TO MESMERIZE YOURSELF.

Take a piece of charcoal and make a round black spot on a white wall, then take 
your seat in a chair about six feet off, and fix your eyes steadily on the spot. If 
you are of a nervous, excitable temperament, you will fall into what is called mes
meric sleep. This experiment, and similar ones have been successfully tried, and 
they prove, beyond a doubt, that tin; u mysterious fluid” is all moonshine; the 
pretended mesmeric sleep being caused by fatigue of the optic nerve, and of that 
portion of the brain with which it is connected.— Philadelphia M ercury.
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THE PHYSICAL CONSTITUTION' OF COMETS,-

(C w tin u eilfrom  page 158.)

Astronomers tell us that comets, like planets, gravitate towards the 
sun, which leads us to enquire,

1st, Is gravitation an actual or only a contingent fact in nature ?
To answer this question it will be necessary to take a view of the 

planetary bodies; o f which, we can only reason as to their forms, 
their motions and arrangements; but even, within this brief range, 
every step we take is full o f design, power, wisdom, and intelligence. 
For instance, the forms of the planets are, without an exception, 
spheroidal, which form appears to us best adapted to their motions, 
whether in their orbits or on their axes ; that form seems also best 
adapted for the equal diffusion o f light, while it furnishes the most 
commodious residence for its inhabitants. But here the reflective mind 
naturally enquires, was there any physical necessity for the spheroidal 
form ? Yes, says the book-taught philosopher, “  the spheroidal figure 
of the planets results from their motions f”  Now, suppose we ask this 
learned Doctor in the physical sciences, for the purpose of merely 
satisfying the cravings of the mind upon this abstruse physical point 
of enquiry, “  What evidence is there that th# planets were not o f the 
spheroidal figure at the moment of their organization as well as at the 
present moment?” The answer is, “ The planets did not possess 
solidity on their first formation, and hence, by being rapidly whirled 
round on their axes, they would naturally increase in their equinoctial 
dimensions, and produce a consequent shortening of their Polar axes.”  
To pursue this subject further would involve us in metaphorical diffi
culties. Hence, I think, one has as much right to allege that the 
spheroidal form was given to the Planets prior to their being put in 
motion, ns another has to assert that motion generated their spheroidal 
form, for it is a well known fact in motion that all bodies revolve upon 
their shorter axes. Let us enquire, then, if the Planets were not 
spheroidal originally, what w ere their original figure, and what the 
nature of their motions? Had they been cubes, or any other irregu-
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larly shaped figures, how did they revolve till they acquired the' 
spheroidal forms? Will the word gravitation answer all these ques
tions ? Oh, yes ! replies the very sound philosopher, “  all planetary 
and cometary bodies gravitate towards the sun ! and, consequently, 
by their revolutions, acquire the spheroidal figure.” Secondly, Is 
gravitation essential to matter P This seems to be equally as difficult 
to prove as the last fact. I f  gravitation is not essential to matter, 
then every advantage resulting from this principle in nature, as well 
as from the particular law which it observes, may fairly and reason
ably be attributed to design alone.

Design also appears equally manifest both in the motion and the 
arrangement o f the planets. May we not infer that comets also are 
the result of design, both as to their natures, motions and peculiarities? 
This I think appears evident from that astounding fact in nature, par
ticularly manifested in the motions of the comets, viz. the centripetal 
(or centre-seeking,) and the centrifugal (or centre-flying) from forces, 
so exactly counter-balancing each other upon that general law, so far 
as yet determined— that all bodies attract each other in the direct' 
ratio o f  their masses, and in the inverse ratio o f  the square o f  their 
distances. That attraction is an inherent property of nature, which, 
apparently without any impulse, or any material line of communica
tion, causes separate particles, and distant masses, to approach each 
other, is demonstrable by numerous facts. The approximating ten
dency of light bodies oppositely electrified, and also the opposite 
poles of the magnetic needles, when presented to each other, give 
visible exemplifications of the fact. The same property too is mani
fested either in two drops of water, or twe globules o f mercury, which 
combine together and form one drop or globule, upon being brought 
nearly into contact. Also the tendency of drops of water while falling 
in rain, or of small quantities of mercury poured upon a table, or other 
flat surface, to form a spherical figure, will enable us to attempt an 
explanation of the way in which planetary bodies assume a spherical 
form, viz. the inherent attractive property of matter, which, from what 
we have shewn above, to adopt this configuration; because, from what 
we see, in things around us, admits of a nearer approximation of all 
the parts to the centre of attraction than any other. Again, this pro
perty or weight of gravity, which is so demonstrably exhibited in all 
objects around us, forms an additional proof that a liability to be at
tracted by matter is the characteristics of every thing material. That 
mutual attraction subsists between the planets is an established fact, 
upon this stated law of gravitation ; and that this attractive principle 
also exerts an influence, not only in producing but also in regulating 
planetary motion, is a fact also well ascertained.

According to La Place, the circumstance of the radius vector of the 
planets and comets describing equal areas in equal times, while revolv
ing in their elliptic orbits round the sun, proves that these bodies are 
constantly attracted towards the sun, that force diminishing as the 
square of the distances increases; hence, this diminishing attractive 
force must ultimately arrive at a minimum, at which point a comet 
will leave the attractive force of the sun of our system and become 
obedient to the law of gravitation of the system of which it will then 
form an integral portion, and round the sun of which system it will be
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impelled, seems very probable, according to laws similar to those 
which regulate the Copernican system.

It is also obvious to every reflective mind, that if mutual attraction 
was the only force in nature, planetary bodies, instead of revolving 
round each other, would rapidly concentrate into one adhering mass. 
All the bodies of the system would rapidly be drawn to the sun, which 
La Place estimates at 600 times the mass o f all the planets of the 
Solar System put together.

Comets, then, being found to obey Keplar’s law of planetary mo
tion, viz., “  The radius vector o f  the comet passes over equal areas 
in equal times." This appears to us to be a necessary fact; hut our 
acquaintance with gravitation as a principle, and its modus operandi 
in nature, as a mode of action, both in Planetary and Cometary Astro
nomy, leaves us still in the dark as to what gravitation itself really is, 
and how it operates. Hence, then, we come to this conclusion, that 
there is abundant evidence of a superior mind to design, of unlimited 
wisdom to govern, and of infinite power to sustain, displayed in the 
formation, the motions, and the arrangement both of planetary and 
cometary bodies.

Seeing, then, that both planetary and cometary forms and motions 
are all ordered according to certain laws, cognizable by man, it be
comes an interesting inquiry whether comets, bodies possessing so 
little density, moving with such almost incredible velocities, and in 
such very eccentric orbits, are merely the results of chance, or addi
tional proofs of the power and wisdom of the Deity. That they are 
additional proofs of creative wisdom is manifest in the similiarity of 
their construction, and the apparent effects on our earth and atmos
phere in their passage through our system and departure out of it. A 
still further proof of design is that none of the paths of comets, whose 
elements have yet been calculated, lie in the plane of the ecliptic, or 
even very near to it, and hence there is very little probability, as de
monstrated in the figure, page 33, of the earth’s coming in collision 
with any of them— such a phenomenon would be at variance with the 
perfections of the Creator.

Comets, then, may be considered regularly organized bodies— tra
versing space according to the laws of planetary motion, so long as 
they remain within the attractive force of our sun—and then obeying 
the laws of other systems, into which they may enter, previously to 
their return to our system. Hence comets appear to be bodies com
posed of gaseous matter,— traversing system alter system—impelled 
along in their eccentric orbits by the Almighty hand of Him who 
framed them, and by this means answering all the beneficial purposes 
of universal vitality and continued reproductiveness ; and hence, with 
the Poet, we exclaim,

“  Roll on, thou Child of wedded rime and space,
Eccentric offspring of eternal power,

Be thy portent to us good or ill—
Thou may’st be light incomprehensible !
A moral messenger enjoined to check

Our mind’s poor vanity, and crush our will

And hence we may venture to affirm that
“ Sapiens deminahitur astris.”
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Having stated that comets do not always keep within the attraction 
o f  our sun, I shall briefly state my reasons for such an assertion.

Suppose we take'Halley’s, the best known one of the long-period 
comets, for our illustration, and we find that comet requires two 
months to pass from its node to its perihelion, a distance of about 
6000 diameters of the earth, or 48 millions of miles. Now, were the 
comet to travel with uniform velocity, it would require two years to 
reach the orbit of Jupiter, and two and a third to reach the orbit of 
Saturn. But as comets, like planets, move over equal areas in equal 
times, it must move from the sun with a diminished velocity; and 
hence it would require three years to reach the orbit of Jupiter, from 
the sun, a distance of nearly 500 millions of miles. But it must be 
borne in mind that Halley's comet requires upwards of 37 years to 
arrive at its aphelion, or greatest distance from the sun ! at the end of 
which period, the comet must have arrived at the almost inconceivable 
distance of more than fo u r  thousand millions o f  miles ! or two and a 
half times the distance of the planet Herschel, which is supposed to 
be the boundary of our Solar System.

At that incredible distance it appears to have plunged into the 
abyss o f space; to have gone far beyond the attractive power of our 
“  God of D a y a n d  hence it appears highly probable, that the comet, 
thus situated, is moving in some other orbit, under the infiuence of 
some other sun, the centre of another system (by us termed a fixed 
star), which astronomers conclude give out light and heat, and pro
bably electricity, or some other powerful principle of nature, in the 
same, or a similar, manner as our “  Ruler of the Day.” *

A violent meteoric action is commoniy found to predominate du
ring cometary visitations, generally producing heat and drought on 
their approach to the sun, and cold, wet, storms, earthquakes, and 
other violent meteoric action, during their presence, and on their de
parture from our system.

M . A rago , the most profound Meteorologist in Paris, has taken a 
great deal of pains to draw out a table of comets from 1802 to 1831, 
to shew that comets do not afl'ect the temperature of our seasons, 
though, says he, “  this reminds us o f the fine comet of 1811 ; the 
high temperature of that year, the abundant harvest that followed, 
and, above all, the excellent qualities o f  the mine o f  that comet.” f 
“  I am not then ignorant,”  continues Arago, “  that I shall have many 
prejudices to combat, in establishing that neither the comet of 1811, 
nor any other one known, has ever occasioned on our globe the slight
est change in our seasons.”  “ This opinion is founded upon a minute 
examination, or an attentive discussion o f all the elements of the pro
blem ; while the opposite sentiment, however extended it may be, is 
the fruit of vaguo appearances, and without any real consistency: I 
«hall first discuss the facts, the theoretical considerations will follow.”

• It ha» been computed that Sirius, the nearest of the fixed stars, is at no less a 
distance than about forty-two billions of mile» from our sun. That it is a sun about 
fourteen times as large as the sun of our system, and therefore giving out light and 
heat, according to the planetary bodies by which it is probably surrounded.

t I have been assured by several wine merchants in the city of London, that tin» 
wine of the vintage of 1K1I, commonly called “ the Comet wine,” is worth more 
by »C IO. or £ '0 0 . per pipe, than that of any other vintage.
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“  It is said,”  continues Arago, “ that comets impart warmth to our 
globe by their presence. Well, then nothing is more easy to be veri
fied. Are not the thermometers consulted, in all the observatories of 
Europe, several times daily P Do they not keep an exact registry there 
of all the comets that appear ?”  Then follows a Table of all the years, 
from 1803 to 1831, giving the mean temperature of each year, and 
drawing the following conclusions from the Table. “  We have now 
before us the elements of the case. Thence let us remark Ihat the 
year 1805, with its two comets, was one of those having the most 
moderate temperature ; that 1608 should be considered as a cold year, 
although few years have shewn so many comets (four small ones) in 
the space of so few days. That the coldest year in the Table, 1829, 
was marked by the appearance of one com et; that 1831, when no 
comet shewed itself, enjoyed a much higher temperature than 1819, 
which reckoned three comets, one of which was very brilliant; and in 
the presence of all these facts, none can believe the calorific influence 
of comets to be an established truth. Another observation must not 
be omitted, which is, that cold years are generally cloudy, and with 
an overcast sky, the most brilliant comet may pass without being 
perceived.”

Now with all deference to M. Arago, I beg leave to differ from him 
in the method of ascertaining the influence of a comet on the tempe
rature of the earth and its atmosphere. It affords no just criterion of 
cometary influence to take the mean temperature of the year, because 
the increase of temperature on the approach of a comet would be 
counterbalanced by the increase of cold on the comet’s departure, in 
taking the yearly average. It appears to me to be the fairest way, to 
form a real estimation of a comet’s influence, to take the temperature 
of the months during which the comet is approaching the sun, and 
comparing that temperature with the corresponding months of those 
years in which no comets are visible. For example, take the month 
of August, 1611, and we find the temperature lower than August, 
1810, the comet not being at that time visible. In September, 1811, 
we also find the temperature 4 degrees higher, than September, 1810; 
but in September, 1811, we find the temperature 4 degrees higher 
than any September since 1802; the max. temperature of 1802 was 
74 degrees, in 1811 the max. temperature was 70 degrees, in all the 
intermediate years the temperature was from 63degrees to 67 degrees. 
In November, 1811, we find the temperature 63 degrees, 9 degrees 
higher than 1810 and the twenty previous years, and 7 degrees higher 
than any succeeding till 1634. In December, 1811, we find the tem
perature slightly increased over the year 1810, and the two succeeding 
years, 1812 and IS13; we find, also, that this ccmet was not only in
troduced to us by a greater heat, but by a series of storms and other 
remarkable phenomena. On the 10th, 11th, and 12th of April, the 
thermometer was 73 degrees, with a thunder storm, attended by heavy 
rain and hail. May was a wet and remarkable month. The ther
mometer was at 76 degrees on the 26th. On the 12th, there was a 
violent storm at llonsall, in the Peak of Derbyshire, of a very singular 
character; it extended about six miles in length, and only 400 or 500 
yards in breadth, tearing up plantations, twisting the tops off the 
trunks of trees, strewing them in all directions to the distance of 50 or 
100 yards.
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This was also attended by a most tremendous hail storm, hailstones 
and lumps of iee measured from 9 to 12 inches in circumference! 
Thunder storms occurred in eight days, between the 12th and the end 
o f the month. On the 27th, in Shropshire, the storm and flood were 
the greatest ever remembered by the oldest inhabitants. u Many acres 
were covered by the Deluge, and in some places, the course o f  the 
Severn was actually changed.” June was also remarkable for displays 
of aurorae boreales, storms, sudden rising of the tides, &c. At Ply
mouth, on the 8th of June, 1811, about four in the morning, there 
was a rising of the tide in the shape of what is called a boar. It rose 
again at six, seven, and nine o’clock, and was then quiet; the wind 
was variable, but mostly S. W. During the operation of the boar it 
thundered and lightened excessively— at Worcester, there was a tre
mendous storm of thunder, lightning, and rain, about 11 o’clock a .m .,  
it was remarked to be equal to the one on the 27th of May, except 
the hail. On the 16th, at Maplethorpe, in Lincolnshire, and at North 
Court, Kent, serious effects of lightning. On the 19th July, there 
was a tremendous storm in Sussex : and on the 28th, a storm burst 
over Yorkshire, and “  as the family of Mr. Robinson, of South Park, 
near Headon, was sitting in his parlour, after supper, the lightning 
entered the room, and Mr. S. Robinson, aged 28 years, who was sit
ting with his head close to the bell-handle, which served as a conduc
tor to the electric fluid, was instantly struck dead.”

“  The lightning,”  observes the late Mr. Adams, an excellent and 
practical Meteorologist, residing at Edmonton, “  was more awful and 
destructive during this season than it has been for a series of years 
past."

The comet of 1792 was ushered into the field of observation by one 
of the most tromendous hurricanes on record, except that of 1703,'* 
which this is said to have much resembled. “  On the 26th of Janua
ry, 1793, at Plymouth, the tide rose 2 feet higher than usual, and the 
lower part of the town was entirely overflowed. The sea, which, in 
the sound, was tremendously grand, made a clear breach over St. 
Nicholas’ Island, and at Fisher’s-Nose, over the lower batteries of the 
citadel, forming an object sublime and awful to a degree; for some 
hours before day-break; the sea several times made a clear breach of 
many feet higher than the Eddystone lighthouse.” The temperature 
o f January, February, and March, this year, was 5 degrees higher than 
the three preceding and three succeeding years— forthese things there 
must have been an adequate existing cause, and the only cause cog
nizable by man is the approach of a comet. The mean temperature 
of the above mentioned differs very little from that o f ordinary years, 
in consequence of a greater degree of cold being experienced on a 
comet's departure, a circumstance, which is eminently calculated not 
to affect the annual mean heat: but corresponding months of comet- 
years, and a list of no-comet-years may readily be made by any per
son who will take the trouble to keep a daily register of a few conse
cutive years.

( T o  be con tinued.)

• In this Htorm of wind many hundreds of lives were Iomt, and more than a million 
pounds» worth of property destroyed.
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FIGURE XL III .

A  Gentlewoman consulted her Physician under the following Constellation.

From Dr. Saunder'i Astro-Phytician.

This gentlewoman had a fever, and was exceedingly ill at her stomach, with a 
♦ ty*Kline* ut hi»r heart oroccedinu: of melancholy adust i she had many choleric 

« d v 'b o t l  u lard  ¿dTwnwaTd ,the next da/she had a fit, and all the symp
toms were intended ; the next day following she began to amend, and her looseness 
and vometing staid, and she took her rest more quietly, and her stomach amended. 
As concerning fatal signs, the Moon, lady of the oriental section, scited in the 
house of Death, and there also greatly damnified by a malicious square of Saturn 
and the Sun, and also opposed e.r d ,n m d ro , by the contageous irradiation of fnnoos 
Mars, imported no small fear, or danger of death ; yet the Lady o, the Ascendant 
returning ner faoe to the friendly trygon of Venus her benevolent rays, she obtained 
a merciful indulgence, and for that time a free delivery from herjiftronhng adversa
ries God, the author of all goodness, so disposing, who ruleth at his Divine will 
and pleasure, to whom be all glory and praise for evermore.
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FIGURE X U  V.

A Gentlewoman applied to her Physician under the following figure. 

From Dr, Saundir’s Judgment on Diseases.

distemperature to proceed of rising of the matrix, commonly called suffocatio matricu. 
with much windy superfluities, produced of retention of her monthly courses; 
Venus afflicting the Moon and lord of tho Ascendant, importeth the stone, or else 
some dogmatic humour, concreted and settled in ;mrtilus suit tliiione scorpii;  she felt 
also cold in the neck, or pole, prefigured by a square of Saturn, and the Muon with 
the lord of the horoscope. _ As concerning fatal observations; first, the Lord of the 
Ascendant is in square with Saturn; secondly, in a square with Sol; thirdly, the 
M oon  is in conjunction platic with S a tu r n ; fourthly, in a platic opposition of the 
S u n ; and, fifthly, in a square of Mars, whereby it appeareth that the disease is very 
difficult to be cured : but yet the friendly trine, wherein the lord of the Ascendant 
applieth to the snlutiferous rays of the benignant Ju/iiter, there resteth hope of 
amends, after a long and chronical con dictation, as she after did.



THE ASTRO1-PHILOSOPHER AND METEOROLOaiST. 177
H ull, July '2Hh, 1S46.

Dear Sir,

I enclose you a Horary Figure, wliich T think fully demonstrates the 
“  Practicalolity and usefulness o f the Science Horary Astrology," and the great 
benefits tlut would result front the universal admission o f that branch o f the Celes
tial Science.

ïrtnjttE xtr.

f8 h. 42 in. A . R . M . C.

Shall me do well in the house and business me have just taken ?
1st, Herschel, ruler o f the 12th, nerigrine, near the cusp o f the 1st; 2nd, Saturn, 

ruler o f the 10th and llt li  houses, in square o f the A scendant; 3rd, the Sun perv- 
griue, in opposition to Saturn ; 4th, Mars retrograde, in square to the M oon ; 
5th, Venus perigrine, in opposition to Mars ; 6th, Mars, ruler o f the 1st, disposed 
♦»f l»y Jupiter, ruler o f the 8th and 12th; 7th, Jupiter disposed o f b y  Herschel, and 
both located in the 12tli; 8th, the unfortune node o f the M oon near the 10th house ; 
9th, the Moon applying to square o f Venus, Part o f Fortune, and Mercury. T he 
above positions dearly shewed the business would prove a fa ilure, and so it did.

Second Question.

Shall we have good health ?
1st, Herschel, ruler o f the 12th, perigline, afflicts the 1st; 2nd, the Sun, ruler 

o f the 6th 1h>u!k*, is in square to  Herschel and opposition to Saturn ; 3rd, Saturn in 
square to the 1st ; 4th, the Sun in square to the 1st ; 5th, Mars, ruler o f the 1st, 
retrograde in tin* 8th, in square to the M oon in the 6th house. The number o f ©▼il 
aspects shewed they would not have good health. So it proved«
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Third Question.

How long shall we stay in the house ?

Mars, nilor o f the 1st house, in a Common Sign, niul succeodant house, has 
nearly 15 degrees to pass over before ho comes to the cusp o f the 9th house, and 
opposition o f Venus ; Mars having a retrograde motion o f about 58 minutes, caus
ing a delay o f one month, I  told them they would leave in less than 18 months. 
They left the house January 6th, 1845, having lost .£150.

Yours most truly,
W . F . W IL K IN S O N ,

Astrologer,
W . J . S IM M O N IT E , Esq. Thornton Place,

Sheffield. Groat Thornton Street,
Pottery, H ull.

84. A S T R O L O G Y  D E F E N D E D . 

th e  astrologer  and the PAnSON.

A  Dialogue.

All the following Questions have been asked the Author, and the following are 
the Answers given ; and I leavo the impartial reader to decide which o f the two has 
the ascendancy.

1. Parson.— W ell, Mr. Simmonite, I understand that you are issuing a work upon 
Astrology.

Astrologer. Yes, Sir, you arc correctly informed.
2. P ar. I could scarcely believe it when Mr. B ., my curate, told me. I said, 

Mr. S ’s. extensive knowledge in literature and natural philosophy was sufficient to 
shew him the fallacy o f such a science.

Astro. I feel my bump o f self-esteem  mightily at work, and almost growing out o f 
itself, by your eulogy on my ability ; I suppose you also consider that the know
ledge, that you think I possess, sufficiently qualifies mo to discriminate Iiotween 
right and wrong, and enables me to judgo o f the truth or otherwise o f the doctrines 
I have so long studied, and which I now endeavour, with all Christian feeling, to 
promulgate among my fallen fellow-creaturos ?

3. Pars. Yes, decidedly so. But whether those doctrines are true or not is 
another question.

Astro. Truly— it appears, tlion, upon that question you have not yet thought 
seriously. D o you speak from prejudice against the Science or from a correct 
knowledge of its principles P Y ou  must, without any other alternative, speak from 
one or tho other.

4 Par. Certainly, I never thought it worth a moment’s consideration.
Astro. Then, as yon know nothing o f the principles o f Astrology, you must, o f  

necessity, speak from the impulse o f prejudice, like hundreds more. Prejudice i< a 
principle o f tho devil, consequently you must be under the influence o f satan —in 
this respect— and you know you tell us that “  the devil was a liar from the founda
tion.”  N ay, “  he is tho father o f lies.”  Therefore, wo must come to this conclu
sion, that whatis said against the sublime science “  comes from the father o f lies ! ’ 
H ence, our opponents are not to bo taken for, at least, competent judges. Allow 
me to tell you, Sir, there is nothing so pitiably disgusting to a mind imbued with 
science as the brutal prejudice o f the vulgar;  nor do T mean by this term the igno
rant and uneducated mass, becauso, for them, poor things, we feel pity, and regret 
th.it they have been so long allowed to languish in the quagmire o f ignorance. But 
when wo find gaumsmen fail to drink deep in the fountain o f knowledge ; who pin 
their faith to other m en’s opinions, because they have no desire to form any out o f 
the materials o f their own information, it is truly alarming. 0  shame ! here l find
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a person who ought to know bettor, one who professes to admire freedom of inquiry, 
yet his conduct belies his principles, and would have all think

“  ’Tis best to keep the good old ways,
Mind what their parish parson says;
W hile none but giddy fools pursue,
And crack their brains with doctrines new.”

5. Pars. W ell, without any lengthened discussion, I  do not consider it right— if 
the Science is true— to pry into futurity; and that I  consider it wrong and wicked, 
and contrary to scripture.

Astro. Indeed, your considering it wrong does not make it really so— neither 
does your considering it not right, make it wicked or sinful. Y ou must prove it—  
and prove it from scripture, which, I am sure, neither you nor any one else can do. 
L et us bring it to the test o f scripture. W hat says St. P aul? Remember, Paul 
read Astronomical W orks—he lived in the midst o f Astrological professors— if As
trology is sinful now, it was sinful then, and he is highly culpable if  he neglected 
to point out its sinfulness, or even impropriety. This, i f  he had written merelv as 
a man, would be highly improbable ; but when we consider him as the organ of"the 
H oly Spirit, it is obviously impossible. W here will the pretending godly men, or 
the ranting hypocrites o f the present day, find the passage, in which it is forbidden 
in his precepts ? He required men to renounce “  the works o f the ilesh, which are 
these;  adultery, fornication, nncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunken
ness, revelling*, and such like.” * In  this catalogue o f crimes and practices forbid
den, we do not find any mention against astrology. H e does emphatically depricate 
those who have no chanty, V from which “  some swerved,”  after having possessed it, 
“  but turncil aside unto vain Jangling, desired to be teachers, yet understanding neither 
what they said, nor whereof they affirm ed," from such we aro to turn aside.

(T o  be continued.)

85. T H E  IN F L U E N C E  O F T H E  M O O N , AS T H E  C A U SE  OF 
D IS E A S E  IN  T R O P IC A L  C L IM A T E S .

B y George Thompson, Esq.

The various complaints, more especially those o f a paralytic nature, which occur 
at sea, in tropical climates, in consequence o f sleeping in situations exposed to the 
rays o f the Moon, are commonly attributed, by seafaring m en, and also many 
members o f the profession, with whom I have conversed on the subject, to some in
herent noxious qualities o f the rays o f the M oon, which, impinging upon the body, 
produce disease therein; and, in support o f this opinion, it is generally alleged, and 
w ith truth, that dead animal matters exposed to the rays o f the M oon become much 
sooner putrescent, than when they covered up, or otherwise shaded.

W ithin the tropics, it occasionally happens, that seamen, who have passed the 
night sleeping on deck uncovered, with the exception o f their body-clothes, and in 
a position exposed to the M oon’s rays, find themselves, on awaking, either blind, 
or paralysed m  some part o f the body, or affected with symptoms o f congestion in 
some o f the internal organs ; and the cause, invariably assigned for all these com 
plaints, is the noxious influence o f  the M oon's rays. Instances o f very young 
healthy animals dying during the night from exposure to the ilo on 's  influence, are 
also brought forward in support o f this doctrine, but I apprehend, that all these cir
cumstances, namely, the quick putrefaction o f dead matters, the complaints induced 
in the living, and tbe death o f young animals, take place, not from any noxious 
quality in the rays o f the M oon, but from the condition o f the sky, as regards the 
presence or absence o f clouds during moon-light. During full M oon, or when the 
Moon is near the full, and the sky clear, and hut little clouded, as it most frequently 
is during the greater portion o f the year, radiation o f  heat commences immediately 
after sunset, and goes on rapidly from the earth's surface, and from all bodies ex-

• Galatians v. ly  —22. -f 1 Timothy i. 6, 7.
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posod to the clear sky, and a deposition o f dew speedily ensues, in consequence o f 
their temperature falling, by radiation, below that o f the superincumbent air. Now 
two circumstances necessary for the putrefactive process going on ; being heat and 
moisture : and as the heat between the tropics seldom falls during a great part o f 
the year below that necessary to support the putrefactive process, it must happen 
that putrescence will go on rapidly when aided by moisture generated as described 
above. The rapid putrefaction o f animal bodies, however, is always retarded by the 
presence o f clouds or any other body which screens them from the clear sky, for by 
these means the beat is again reflected upon the radiating, and a continual reper- 
pussion o f caloric being kept up, the animal matters are retained at a uniform tem- 
cerature with the surrounding atmosphere, and no dew or moisture is generated 
upon their surfaces, by which putrescence might be quickened.”

86. M IS C E L L A N Y  F O R  T H E  C U R IO U S .

O mens.— W hen George TIT. was crowned, a large emerald fell out o f his crown. 
America was lost in the same reign. W hen Charles X .  was crowned at Rheims, 
he accidentally dropped bis hat, the Due D'Orleans, now Louis Philippe, picked it 
up, and presented it to him. On the Saturday preceding the promulgation o f  the 
celebrated ordinances by Charles X . ’s ministers, the flag which floated on the co
lumns in the Place Vendom e, and which was always hoisted when the Royal Family 
was in Paris, was described to bo tom  in three places. T he tri-colour waved in its 
stead the following week.

I nfluence  of th e  M oon.— It is a fact well known to most gardeners that the 
trees which are planted, and the seeds which are sown, in the decrease or wane o f 
the M oon never thrive, and it was long ago observed by the ancient philosophers 
that her occult influence extended even to matters o f general business. Let those, 
therefore, who would have any pursuit or undertaking successful, observe the course 
o f the M oon, and above all things begin nothing o f consequence in the decrease, 
for long experience has proved that there does not exist half the chance o f  success 
to ny pursuit during that time, and that, on the contrary, affairs and speculations 
o f  every kind, which are begun in the M oon’s increase, have a far better prospect 
o f  success, allowing for natural obstacles, than at the opposite period. It may be 
added as a singular corroborative fact, that nearly all the unsuccessful publications 
which are continually appearing and as constantly failing, an- ushered forth to 
public notice whilst the M oon is in her decrease, and the successful periodicals on 
the contrary. The astrological reason isj that the M oon signifies not only the com 
munity at largo, but also those changes in popular opinion, which are apparently 
without motive so continually occurring.

P ossin iL iT Y  AND CitEDiniLiTY.— H ow  strangely must they estimate nature, 
how highly must they value themselves, who deny the possibility o f any cause, o f 
any effect, merely because it is incomprehensible ! For, in fact, what do men com 
prehend P O f what do they know the causes? W hen Newton said that gravita
tion held the world together, did lie assign the reason why the heavenly bodies do 
not fly off from each other into infinite space P H e did but teach a word ; and that 
word has gained admittance, as it were, surreptitiously, amid causes, even in the 
minds o f the most enlightened, insomuch that to doubt it now were n proof o f igno
rance and folly.

T he Dangerous P eriods o f  L ife .— There are certain periods of life, when, 
as is well known to physicians, the tenure o f human existence becomes less certain 
and more frail, and these years are called the climacteric years, from a Greek word, 
signifying a scale or ladder. The first climacteric, according to the best authorities, 
is the seventh year o f a man’s life ; the rest are multiples o f the first by an odd number, 
as 21, .'l1*, 49, 63, and 77, which two last are called the grand climacterics, and the 
danger is more certain. The principal authors on the subject o f climacterics are 
Plato, Cicero, Macrobius, Angus Genius, &c , amongst the ancients ; and Ar ml 
Mn/.inu and Salmatius among the moderns. St. Aggustine, St. Ambrose, Ihda, 
and Hoctius all countenance the opinion.
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©  parallel Saturn d. d. 
Part o f Fortune J □  ©

o / T. X .
53 18 54 0
53 30 54 3

M .C. sesquisquare b  zod..54 15 55 0
Midheaven trine ÿ  do. 54 16 55 0
Pert o f Fortune #  $ 54 45 55 54
Mars quintile V enus con..54 50 55 6 j
©  parallel Venus d. d. 54 52 55 7
Asc. sesquisquare b  m. 55 2 55 9
M . C. sesqui-quare b  m.,55 2 55 9
Asc. h a lf©  Herschelm. 55 8 55 10
M .C. sesquisquare Id m. 55 8 55 10
Midheaveu trine ©  m. 55 17 56 0
M . C. sesquisquare $  z. 55 21 56 o j
©  half square $  con. . . 55 45 56 5

half square b  d. d. 55 58 56 7 i
©  square Mercury d. d. 56 9 56 94
©  sextile Jupiter zod. 56 15 56 11"
M . C. quintile 2(. m. 56 28 57 u
cf sesquisquare U  d .d . 56 32 57 24
A sc. sesquisquare 5  m. 56 38 57
J  parallel @  d. d. . . . 56 39 57 4
Asc. sesquisquare 2  zod. 56 48 57 H
(3£ square b  d. d........... 56 50 57 6
M . C. biquintile H  zod. 56 54 57 6$
$  half square 2  do. 56 56 57 7

°  '  Y. M.
@  quintile $  d-d. . .  57 1 57 8
Ascendant trine $  m. 57 13 57 10
Part o f Fort, quintile Tf. 57 17 57 11 
0  half-tquare H con. 57 27 58 1

f  half-square ©  zod. 57 27 58 1
half-square £ d. d. • 57 33 58 2

quintile Venus d. d. 57 36 58 24
Moon conjunctionJB d.d. 57 51 58 5 j
Asc. conjunction @  m. 58 0 58 7$
©  half-square ©  zod. 58 4 58 8
rf sex tile c? in..............  58 12 58 9.J
©  quintile $  zod.......... 58 24 59 0
@  square Venus d. d. 58 24 59 0
Acs. biquintile 2(. zod. 58 39 59 3

f  opposition c? con. 58 40 59 3
opposition d. d. 58 40 59 3

«extile ©  m.............  58 41 59 3
Asc. half-square £jl zod. 58 58 59 6£
c? sesquisquare ]jL zod. 59 15 59 10

S sextile B  con..........  59 46 60 4
trine ©  zod...............  61 0 60 6

• • square Id con. •. 61 5 61 7
<3* square ©  con........... 61 10 61 8
@  parallel Jupiter con. 61 20 61 10

DURATION OP LIFE.

This nativity is rectified by the Sun rapt parallel to Saturn, which produced the 
father’s death, the arc 20 degrees 47 minutes, according to which position neither 
Sun nor Moon is, according to Ptolem y, within those spaces wherein they claim the 
dominion o f hyleg : therefore, that power belongs to Mars, and the directions are 
accordingly calculated. According to my experience I  say the St/n is hyleg, fo r  he is the 
LIGHT OF TIME ctul a b o v e  the E arth , while the position o f M ars is actually below 
the Earth. Whether we consider the Sun or M ars huleg, the time and effect o f directions 
will be the same.

Ma*sf according to the Egyptian method, is rendered strong by his approxima
tion to Jupiter, but a greater strength he will attain at the age o f 31 years 7 months, 
from his conjunction with the Sun in the zodiac, followed by their conjunction in 
xnundo and Mars parallel Sol zod.

The influence o f a single arc will never be able to kill. The native is likely to 
survive until Mars in par. and opposition to the Moon in mundo, together with Mars 
square Sol are in operation, which commence at 57 years 4 mouths.

ON THE CORPORATORS.

Venus, ruler o f the 1st, is lady o f the horoscope, and as there is no planet in the 
Ascendant, she must be taken into consideration in judging the stature ; yet, as she 
is in detriment, must be considered but very slightly, under these positions the face 
asceuding and the planets with which Venus is connected, must be rulers o f the 
bodily appearance. The 2nd face o f Libra rises, which produces a full stature, in
clined to De corpulent, rather light complexion, dark auburn hair, medium features, 
constitution and temperament moderately equ al; Venus with Saturn will shew him 
to have ordinary eyes, broad chest and shoulders, grave and serious aspect, good 
forehead, the perceptive faculties good, with somewhat a shuffling gait.

QUALITY OF MIND AND DISPOSITION.

In  this we have to remember Mercury governs the intellectual endowments ; 
Herscliel the mental faculties; and the M oon the animal propensities. A lso mark 
the planets which are rulers o f  Mercury, Herschel, and the M oon. N ow , Mars 
rules both the Moon and M ercury: Mars being strong, makes the native bold,
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courageous, brave, magnanimous, confident; and Mercury being in conjunction with 
Mary in Aries gives a deep understanding, yet rash and violent, soon angry, irasci
ble, versatile, yet able in government. As Mars and Mercury are in conjunction 
with Jupiter, his predelection to precipitancy will be greatly mitigated, and render 
him philosophical and dignified. The M oon in parallel declination with Herscliel 
gives eccentricity o f mind, fond o f discoveries, meteorology, and the astral sciences. 
A s Mercury is in square o f Herscliel, makes him persevering and determinate in 
obtaining knowledge Rem ark, the ill aspects o f  Mercury and Herscliel are always 
better for the mind’s obtaining knowledge, as they produce a thirst and restlessness 
to accomplish a thorough understanding o f all branches o f science they attempt to 
study, while their good aspects make the natives desirous, but not persevering, tri
fling and never profound, boasting much knowledge, yet knowing but little, in short, 
a  mere dabbler in science.

THE OUALITY OF EMPLOYMENT.

There is no planet in the Midheaven, therefore we must take the sign on the 
Midheaven, together with Venus, who makes her nearest appearance before the 
Sun : Venus denotes all occupations relating to dress, decoration, &c., and Cancer 
to a seafaring life. A most likely busiuess in which he would be most successful, 
would be that o f a W ine or Spirit Merchant, as the M oon, Cancer, and Venus all 
testify : as the M oon is in her fa ll, and the other testimonies weak, portend the 
native would not be very fortunate in business. There does not appear any strong 
testimonies o f the native’s entering into business till his 3fith year, under the M. C. 
to the trine o f Jupiter, and Mars in sextile o f H erschel, although he will be desirous 
about the ago o f 29 years— at this time it would not be advisable. His 36th, 37th, 
39th, 41st, 42nd, 43rd, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th, 49th, 52nd, 54tli, 56th, 57th, and 
68th years, will be the most prosperous for business. See Arcs o f Directions for for
tunate and unfortunate periods.

RICHES, OR FORTUNE OF WEALTH.

The Part o f Fortune being in Aries, Mars is its rnlor or dispositor, strong in his 
own house, with the Sun angular, would shew considerable fortune, but as Mars is 
setting is a drawback, upon the obtaining o f much wealth, consequently the gentle
man may expect a limited share o f riches. Mars ruling the luminaries as well aa 
the Part o f Fortune, shews wealth by means o f business, office, &c.

FORTUNE OF ItANK.

This judgm ent is chiefly considered by the position o f the Run and his dispositor, 
with the Planets in connexion with him. Tho Sun is found in a masculine sign 
and angular, tho native will enjoy honor by means of office, or situation, because 
the Rnn is in the western angle, unfortunately the Sun is not aspected by a single 
planet during his stay in Aries.

MARRIAGE.

In  a gentleman's geniture we are to obsorve, particularly, the position o f  the 
M oon, also tho Planet assuming dominion over tho 7tli house, as well as the state o f 
V en u s : Venus being in the 7th house, and not far distant from the Sun, as well as 
the M oon in biqnintile o f Mars, the latter being ruler o f the 7th, denote the gentle
man will enter into the matrimonial state; the Moon being weak in her fall does 
not conduce to an early marriage, more especially as the Moon, according to old 
authors, is in her Occidental Quadrant, in which, it is said, men marry late in life, 
or to women older than themselves.

THE QUALITY OF THE WIFE

Is judged according to that Tlanet to which the Moon first applies, which is a 
biquintile o f Mars ; and as Mars rules tho 7th, wo take that planet to signify tho 
wife, which render her bold and refractory, but a true friend, and being with Mer
cury, makes her vnlntile and o f a good understanding. As both the lienevolents are 
in the 7th, the duration o f marriage will be pleasant and happy. The bodily ap-
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pearance will be o f tbe following general description : o f  a middle stature, well set» 
strong make, ruddy complexion, but rather dark, sharp hazel eye, reddish hair, 
good head, combativeness large, constitution healthy, temperament choleric. The 
most likely time for marriage will be at 3*2 years and 4 months, when the M oon 
arrives at the trine o f Venus. An acquaintanceship is likely to be formed about his 
30th year, when the Midheaven trines Mars. As Mars is cadent, together with 
Venus and Sun in the 7th, the wife will be a stranger. The Moon being weak, and 
Venus ruler o f the 8th, being out o f dignities, prognosticate the wife will not be 
possessed o f  much wealth.

OF CHILDREN.

In reference to offspring, we have to observe the 10th and 11th houses, planets 
therein, and those casting an aspect to their cusps, including the rulers thereof. 
But if none o f these testimonies exist, then we notice the 4th and 5th in the same 
way. As there are no planets in any o f these houses, and barren planets ruling the 
1 1 th, 4th, and 5th, children are denied ; yet, as the M oon is in trine to the 10th, 
one child is promised, but as the Moon is in her fall, that child will not live, conse
quently we conclude no fam ily to live over infancy.

FRIENDSHIP AND ENMITY.

In  giving judgm ent on friendship we observe the Sun, the M oon, the Part of 
Fortune, and the Ascendant: the Sun, with the Part o f Fortune, in one sign, de
note friends; also many planets in the 7th, setting, portend much friendship ; but 
the Dragon’s Tail in the 11th indicate sometimes deceitful and treacherous enemies 
in the guise of friendship.

ON TRAVELLING.

First observe the power o f the Sun, the M oon, Mars, and the Part o f Fortune ; 
these are all netting except the M oon, in Aries, are strong testimonies that tbe gen
tleman will travel; the Sun, about to set, prognosticates the native moves from dif
ferent places for the gaining o f situation, employment, or out o f the way o f public 
enemies. The quarter to which I would recommend him to tend his steps is west
ward, and not out o f E ngland; in fact, there are no testimonies for travelling 
abroad.

EFFECTS OF DIRECTIONS.

1846.
A t  24 years 1 month the M oon in rapt parallel o f Mars and 25 years 1 month the 

Sun to half-square o f Mercury would incline the native to travelling, and render him 
obnoxious to annoyance and unpleasant accusations, while the Sun to parallel o f 
Mars, in August, would make him restless and liable to disputations in his employ
ment, yet, as Mars is strong receiving the Sun, he would generally prove conqueror.

1847.
In  March, the Moon comes to a sextile o f Herschel, a profitable inonejr period 

while the M oon, Mercury, Venus, and Herschel pass over Jupiter in the 7th, pro
duce opportunities o f improvement in business m atters; but in April, at the age o f 
26 years, the Sun comes to sesquisqnare o f Herschel, will be dangerous for specu
lations, and also for journeys ; great care must be taken in order to prevent^disputa- 
tious. W ithin three days o f his birth-day the Sun will be eclipsed in the / th, near 
the place o f Part o f Fortune, will be unfavourable for all pecuniary matters, dau- 
ger o f receiving bad cash, consequently he should be careful in these matters. On 
the 9th o f October there will be a great and annular eclipse of the Sun in the As
cendant, this will threaten health, and more especially as Herschel will be in oppo
sition to that eclipse, this warns him to he aware o f inti animation, with pains in the 
head. Jupiter passing through the 10th will be beneficial for situations or business.

1848.
A t 27 years and 3 mouths the Part o f Fortune and Mars reach a semisquare, 

danger o f loss by servants, by gaming or betting wagers. In  Autumn the moon 
trines Mercury, success iu hi» employments, is inclined for mathematical studies, a
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propensity to travel and make changes in his abode. Saturn in the 6th, bids him 
be careful o f  his health during the latter half o f the year.

1849.
In Spring, the Sun in sextile o f Mercury, m uch active business, studious, and 

prosperous. In  Summer, the M oon in rapt parallel o f Jupiter, good health, and 
general contentment throughout the year.

1850.
The M . C. in trine o f Mars mundo, good for business, and he may now make 

overtures for marriage, and speculate, hire servants; but at 29 years and half the 
sesquisquare o f M oon and Saturn, discontent, lying informations, with danger o f 
asthma, rheumatism, coughs, and influenza. The beginning o f September, danger 
o f  plunging into unnecessary disputations as Mars will be passing his Asoendaut.

1851.
Twenty-nine years and 10 months, a removal, improves his intellectual faculties, 

a journey to some advantage. Midlieaven A  J ,  prosperity in business, and he 
ought now to make an effort to establish himself in business: care must be taken 
in pleasure excursions. Thirty years 24 months, c? parallel Q ,  this will have much 
the same influence as the aspects o f the early part o f 1846. ©  A  fy, at 30 years 
3 months, is beneficial for making bargains, taking premises, &c. In  Autum n, he 
may expect uu increase o f wealth, or a will be made to his benefit.

1852.
Early in this year the sesquisquare o f the ©  and $  zodiac, brings many annoy

ances througli women : an inclination to intemperance, and waste by improvident 
procedure. The conjunction o f Ty and near the cusp o f the 8th, shews death to 
a female relation. Jupiter passing through his 2nd is likely to givo a check to the 
before mentioned improper conduct. A t 31 years, (££ to the biquintile o f the 0  
zodiac, denotes a journey, and ho is inclined to marry. About midsummer, ©  
parallel o f 2£, gives increase o f health, o f wealth, and peace o f mind : the native 
will now have an opportunity o f raising himself, and, i f  married, he may have a son 
born ; but the Ascendant, in September, arrives at tho opposition o f Sol, bids him 
to be discreet, sulf-acting, watchful over enemies, and to take care o f his health, as 
1 fear the conjunction o f c? and ©  zodiac, in Autumn, will influence the body, and 
foreshew great danger o f fever.

1853.
This year commences with the untoward aspect o f $  semisquare to Ty converse, 

still a liability to disease : this aspect is followed by the 0  to bad aspect to both I? 
and $ ,  portending serious indisposition, yet the ©  to the trino o f $> may mitigate 
these fell influences. A t 32J years the Part o f Fortune to par. o f ^ to sesquisquare 
o f  til, produce much turmoil in money matters, yet in this he will be able to con
quer : again, tho 0  to the half-square o f $ ,  in November, will be in danger o f death.

. 1854.
Near the beginning o f this year ©  rapt parallel o f ly and the ©  biquintile o f 

IJJ, will produce gain from relations, and he may now speculate in niilways ; but the 
Part o f Fortune to bad aspect o f !(., shews he may be held out o f his pro|>erty by the 
means o f some knavish lawyer. A t 33J years ©  sextile c?, i f  not previously mar
ried, he will now enter into that stato o f life.

1855.
M oon rapt parallel o f $>, at 34 years, success in business, healthful and a daughter 

born. In  Summer, beware o f quarrels in the family ; tho wife is indisposed ; dan
ger o f scandal from a female ; beware o f losses by thieves; avoid lawsuits ; keep 
from  horses, fire-arms, and from bathing.

1856.
This will be one of the most prosperous and happy years ho ever experienced, 

giving health in tho family, increase o f wealth and honor: an opportunity presents 
itself for preferment: prosperity to tho wife ; he is disposed to study; very proba
b ly  a legacy left by a deceased friend.
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1857.
The beginning o f this year will not be so fortunate as the last: danger o f loss from 

a female ; in midsummer, at the fall o f the year, pecuniary gain by writings or by 
lawsuits.

1858.
This is a year o f success; a profitable journey or two, and most things appear 

successful.
1859.

Inclined for travelling: unexpected benefits during Summer. A t 38 years 
6 months Q  par. f j , indisposition o f body, danger o f falls from buildings. Thirty- 
eight years 8 months, the angles are in sesquisqnare o f M ; have nothing to do with 
writings, nor with lawyers, and beware o f thievish servants.

1860.
Early in this year the native may have a son born ; his affairs go on well, yet they 

are likely to be interrupted through the means o f writings, or signing o f bills, a 
female appears connected, and he is inclined to live intemperate ; o f this I would 
have him be cautious, else, it will lead on to serious consequences, from the @  in 
opposition to 9 .

1861.
A t  40 years 4 months, a threatened loss in property in connexion with law, bu* 

by precaution any serious loss will be avoided. The year ends more favourably and 
satisfactorily.

1862.
Is a year o f general satisfaction. @  A  ^  zodiac, he may take profitable jour

neys, engage new servants, wife healthy. About Christmas, a great liability to colds, 
coughs ; care must be used or he will receive a serious fall.

1863.
In  January, much active business, and gain by merchandise. In  Spring, afflic

tion in the head, danger o f fever; also sickness to the wife. About midsummer, a 
recovery ; well to trade with middle-aged people, or Saturnine men : Midheaven to 
the trine o f f j ,  the fall o f the year threatens sickness, live temperately and take 
medicine.

1864.
The beginning o f the year the @  to the sesquisqnare o f © ,  affliction to the body 

and mind, disputations with neighbours or relations : 0  par. § ,  general success.

1865.
Midheaven »esquisquare <?, be cautious o f credit and speculations, else loss and 

dishonor will accrue therefrom. In May, a good period for engaging servants, with 
profit from ladies. In  Autumn, much active business: about Christmas he is ob
noxious to thieves, to fire, to fever, to losses, and all from uncautiousuess.

1866.
The beginning o f the year brings some unlooked-for benefit: at 45 years, Mid

heaven sesqnisquare t?, must enter into no controversy. ©  A  (l'c, at 45 years 
5 mouths, profitable and honorable friends, beneficial journey, the native should now 
exert himself to rise in life. In October, honorable disbursements, benefit by 
friends. @  □  (? , at 45 years 7 mouths, is a dangerous aspect, and looks like a 
precursor o f death, certainly dangerous, as a train o f bad directions follow.

1867.
I f  alive, he may now trade with aged persons, and in all matters under the influ

ence o f Saturn, but he must be careful o f his health.
N . 11.— The fotloiring Directions are considered under the svpjiosition that the Aspects 

in 1865 do not prove fa ta l.
1868.

A t 46 years 11 mouths, Part o f Fortune H  denotes benefits, success in busi
ness, and gain. ©  half-square © ,  47 years 1} month, death o f a relation, but his
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own health is generally good, from the f i )  par. o f  I f . In  Summer, a journey ; at 
Christmas, much given to pleasure and feasting, but it would be well not to jo in  in 
with the follies o f the season, lest he may have to repent o f intemperate indulgences. 
Herschel on the 10th seems to give some unexpected changes in business in Spring.

1869.
In May, a journey on business, and he makes good bargains : this year is satis

factory.
1870.

This year will be the reverse o f  last, untoward events take place; death and dis
ease will visit the fam ily ; trouble b y la w ; losses in trade; he suffers by persons 
pretending to religion.

1871.
In January, an eclipse o f  the Sun falls in conjunction with Saturn near Herschel’s 

jdare, in ©  with 5  and death among relations, and very bad for journeying : no 
journey should bo taken this year. A t  50 years 4 mouths, the end o f the year is 
attended with both good and evil.

1872.
This year is more fortunate and settled than last, journeys may be taken this 

Summer : take care o f health, especially the eyes; use economy in all procedure.

1873.
Avoid quarrels and lawyers; more general contentment at the end o f the year

prevails.
1874.

A very fortunate period now arrives, a journey o f pleasure, success in worldly affairs.

1875.
This Spring gives an opportunity for the purchasing o f property, and a settlement 

in life ; is likely to decline business, and make an important change, so that he may 
spend most o f  his time to his own mind. About the age o f 54 years 3 months, let 
him not engage with a solar person.

1876.
In this year occurs several excellent aspects, which will produce a season o f plea

sure, health, and general contentment, but still let him live very temperately.

1877.
In this year are ti.t evil aspects, which, were he in business, would produce serious 

losses ; as he has declined, they will produce only petty annoyances.

1878.
A t 56 years 9 months, © □ ' 3 d .  d., let him be aware o f bad bills, and have 

nothing to do with deeds or writings till April, when the ©  #  I f  zodiac, after 
which time transact no business o f importance till next year.

1879.
I f  the native engages in •peculations this year, he will be moderately successful, 

but as the time o f life is so far advanced, we believe he will not be engaged in any 
important négociations, consequently, we think it almost useless to proceed any 
further with our observations, trusting he will have taken advantage o f every good 
period marked out in the preceding disquisition o f the face o f heaven at his birth ; 
also, that he will have cautiously avoided the evils before spoken of, and have pro
fited by our lubour, advice, and caution.
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The .'¡4th S O L A R  R E V O L U T IO N  following the Birth o f a Lady 
o f great Talent.

F IO U R B  X L T I I .

W hen this Lady was born the Sun attained 21 degrees .'1(5 minutes o f Aquarius, 
at which place he arrives February 10th, 9 h . 50 m. 10 sec., 1847 ; for which time 
the above Figure is erected.

Unfortunately the Meridian is in square to that o f the radix, which is an unfa
vourable omen for honor and success, but to this there is a favourable drawback, 
for the M oon, ruler o f the 10th, is in sextile o f the Sun, the latter ruling the house 
o f friends and the lesser luminary, posited in the 3rd, are eminent testimonies o f 
success through the means o f friends at a distance, more especially as the Sun is on 
the cusp o f the 5th, the house o f the lady’s professional engagements, consequently, 
from these testimonies, the native may expect, with perseverance, to meet with 
satisfactory success.

It is a pity to see the Dragon’s Tail again located in the 7th, while the eccentric 
Herscliel is on the cusp, and Mars, ruler o f the 7th, in square, forbidding the ma
trimonial step, the lady is doomed to live another year in celibacy, but how fortu
nate that the lady is carelessly disposed in this matter.

Jupiter, ruler o f her short journeys, in his detriment, with Venus, lady o f the 1st, 
in square to Jupiter, portend journeys must be avoided as much as possible, as 
Venus is near the 6th, denotes they would he attended by sickness.

Mercury rules her enemies, ctmtiusl, out o f all his dignities, portend but few ene
mies, and they o f little moment.

Mars, ruler o f her 2nd, or money house, in his exaltation, is a good token o f the 
lady’s pecuniary affairs being tolerably good, though I fear she may be rather extra
vagantly disposed ; it may be that she will be too liberal with her purse J of this she 
must be aware.
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February.

About the middle o f the month the lady will receive honor or advantage in her 
professional engagements, but she.must be  careful not to receive bad cash : a N ew  
M oon will be formed on the cusp o f  the Hth, looks like death in some distant part 
o f her family. Jupiter transiting the cusp o f the 9th o f the revolution, gives a strong 
inclination to study, especially religious subjects. Venus passing her sixth revolu
tion, denotes her health to be good ; yet, as Mars is on the cusp o f her radical 6th, 
will require her to take cooling medicine about the end o f the m onth; also, she will 
be obnoxious to loss or robbery; let her look after her servants.

March.
The most fortunate days o f this month for the native are the 8tli, 9th, 12tli, 13th 

and 27th: the unfortunate are the llt li , 17th, and 18th. Saturn passing Venus's 
place about the middle o f the m onth— much disposed to pleasure and company. 
Jupiter’s position produces many friends. T he first week slight indisposition : be 
careful not to enter into controversy, for Mars, on Saturn’s place at birth, is a 
critical period: transact no business, engage with no new servants, and decline any 
intended short journey, for that would be attended with annoyance and disappoint
m ent, as Saturn is ruler o f the 6th, I  would repeat— take care o f health, and as 
Mars is ruler o f the 10th at birth, and o f the 2nd and 7th in the revolution, make 
no purchases: about the close o f the month, I  judge the 22th day, it will be well 
to abstain from all company.

April.
On the 4th the Sun and Herschel form a conjunction near the cusp o f the 7th, in 

square to Saturn's place at birth, bids the lady beware o f  her honor, so far as pro
mises go, for, on that day, she converses with a decided foe, who comes to her in 
the guise o f friendship: tell n o  secrets, and hear no tales. About the 20th she 
manifests a disposition to retaliate upon the fore-mentioned enemy. It  would not 
be advisable to hold converse with visitors. This appears a month in which the lady 
should transact no business o f importance, but merely the ordinary procedure o f the 
day r thus, “ forewarned, forearmed and a “  word to the wise is enough.”

May.
On the I2th day, the M oon is in conjunction with Herschel on the 10th o f the 

radix, is beneficial for professional engagements ; more especially as the Medium 
Ccrli is in quintile o f Jupiter zodiac, by primary motion, increase o f friends, bene
fits by the favour o f some person o f  rank. In  the last week o f the month Jupiter 
transits the place of tho M oon at Birth, health, patrimony and friendship from o 
lady. This month appears very favourable for general contentment, promising 
future success. Business may be transacted all the first week, also on the 18th, 
19th, and 20th days; but avoided on the 22nd, and the end of the month.

June.
On the 5(h, Mars passes tho Dragon's Tail o f  the revolution, and falling near the 

cusp o f the 10th at birth, is a day warning the lady o f some calumny against her 
honor and respectability : taker no journey till after the end o f the month. There 
is a token o f sumo unexpected benefits in her calling. I  believe health will be good. 
A bout the 3rd week she meets with approbation from ladies; at this time many 
friends will bo manifested. Taking this month altogether it will be a profitable as 
well as satisfactory period. The days most unpropitious are the 1st, tho 4th, the 
2.r»th, and the 26th. *

J  uly.
About the 3rd, Mars on the 7th in square o f the Sun, is evil for all species o f spe

culations : on the 15th, Herschel and Mars form a conjunction near the Midheaven 
o f the Radix, I ndvise the lady then to take care o f her health, and to  keep from 
water : it would also be well not to form any new companionship ; also well for her 
profession, and caution is necessary to provent all auxh ty o f mind. Jupiter passing 
the 12th o f radix, will disarm the power o f enemies. T ho latter part o f the mouth 
she acts nobly.
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A ugust

This month will not be Tery important, but the rétrogradation o f Herschel and 
Saturn denote slight indisposition. Venus in the 3rd week passes the Ascendant 
o f  the revolution, denoting pleasure ; and Mercury retrograding near the Ascend
ant o f the Birth, portend pleasure in studies. The unfortunate days are the 1st, 
the 19th, the 20th, and the 22nd. The fortunate are the 6th, the 10th, and the 
18 th.

September.
This month beware o f treachery from a female, a pretended friend— she has light 

.complexion, pale, moderately strong upper body, apparently mild and kind in dis
position, not aged, and one with whom the native is familiar. Herschel and Sa
turn still retrograding, bids her look well after health : pains in the legs. Jupiter 
passiug the cusp o f the 10th of the revolution, shews she acts honorably, but being 
m  square to the 10th in the radix, prognosticates anxiety on account o f that foe, 
who, I believe, will be a professor o f religion. Venus still near the Ascendant o f 
the revolution will help to keep the native’s mind more comfortable : days on which 
to act cautiously are the 15th, the 16th, the 19th, and the 21st: days on which to 
take advantage are the 6th, the 7th, and the 20th.

October.
Herschel on the 10th o f the Birth figure, activity in business, with much same

ness throughout the month : take no journeys—a period o f gain, with satisfaction 
connected with her charge. Her lucky days are the 3rd, the 17th, and the 19th: 
the less fortunate days are the 12th, the 13th, the 16th, and the 20th.

November.
This month threatens indisposition o f body, for Herschel retrogrades the square 

o f  Saturn in the radical 6th ; a busy period still, much pleasure in study, the mind 
more comfortable and settled : a death is threatened from a very distant part of the 
family : inclined to be brave, magnanimous, and satisfaction in her undertakings.

December.
Near the end o f 1847 the benevolent planet Jupiter is retrograding on the 10th 

house o f the revolution, and being ruler o f the 3rd and 6tli, is good for journeys con
nected with business: while Saturn is near the place o f Venus cautions the native 
to be mindful o f health. Venus, on the 29th, passing the money house, in square 
o f  the Sun's place, warns her to look well after her accounts, especially with fem ales; 
about the 21st, Mercury passes the place o f Mars at birth, she will act with a spirit 
o f magnanimity. Days more fortunate are the 10th, the 24th, and Christmas-day : 
the unfortunate are the 6th, the 7th, the 9th, and the 12th days.

January, 1848.
Still Jupiter is near the meridian denoting good, but retrogrades to an opposition 

o f  Saturn, which threatens slight indisposition, and pains in the legs. During this 
W inter look well after health. Venus on the M oon's place shews new acquaint
ances from a distance. Venus on Mars place on the 14th, declares it will be well 
to abstain from all pleasure taking and company. About the middle o f  the month 
promised gain is m anifest; Mercury passes the place o f Saturn. Take advantage 
o f  the following days, the 2nd, the 7th, and the 21st: avoid important transactions 
on the 3rd, the 6th, the 8th, and the 9th.

F  ebruary.
This month up to the Birth day appears busy and advantageous, with slight 

anxiety and turm oil; yet circumstances, as well as consequences will be satis
factory.
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87. T H E  IN F L U E N C E  OF T H E  SU N  A N D  M OON  U P O N  
C R ISE S  IN  F E V E R S .

“  A  crisis is no more than Hie expulsion o f tlie morbific matter out o f the body 
through some one or other o f the secretory organs; in order to which, it is neces
sary that this should he prepared and communicated to such a degree, as is required 
to make it pass into the orifices o f the respective glands. A nd, therefore, as the 
most perfect crisis is by sweat, (both by reason that the subcutaneous glands do na
turally discharge more than all the others put together ; and also, that their ducts 
being the smallest o f any, whatsoever comes this way is certainly very well divided 
and broken; so the most imperfect is a hemorrhage: because this is an argument, 
that what offends is not fit to be cast off in any part, and consequently breaks the 
vessels by the effervescence o f the blood. A n abscess in those organs, which sepa
rate thick slimy juices, is o f a middle nature betwixt these two.”

“  Now it is very plain, that if the time, in which either the peccant humour is 
prepared for secretion, or the fermentation o f the blood is come to its height, falls 
in with those changes in the atmosphere, which diminish its pressure at the New 
and Full M oon, crisis will then be more complete and large: and also, that this 
work may be forwarded or delayed a day, upon the account o f such an alteration in 
the air ; the distension o f the vessels, upon which it depends, being hereby made 
more easy, and a weak habit o f body in some cases standing in need o f this outward 
assistance. Thus a fever, which requires about a week to its period, may sometimes 
have a good crisis on the sixth, and sometimes not till the eighth day, as Hippocrates 
has observed.”

“  In order, therefore, to make true observations o f this kind, the time o f invasion 
is to be considered, the genuine courso o f the distemper must next be watched, 
which is not to be interrupted by any violent methods ; the strength o f nature in 
the patient is to ho attended to, and by what secretions the crisis is most likely to 
be performed : and it will then be found that not only the new ami the fu ll Moons, but 
even the southings, whether visible or lateut, of the planet, are here of considerable 
m oment.”

“  T o  conclude, this¡xnrerful action o f the Moon is observed, not only by philoso
phers and natural historians, hut even by the common people, who have been fully 
persuaded o f it time out o f mind. Pliny relates, that Aristotle laid it down as an 
aphorism, that no animat ilies hut in the ebb o f the title. And that births and deaths 
chielly happen about the new and fu ll Moon, is an a ximn even among women. The 
husbandmen likewise are regulated by the Moon in planting anti managing trees, and in 
several other o f their occupations. So great is t/w empire o f the Moon over the terra- 
quants globe."— D r . M ead , a. n. 1 6 1 8 .

“  That this luminary o f the night (the M oon) must exert an influence on the phe
nomena o f our atmosphere, is, I think, more than speculative. I f  its influence pro
duces the tides, why should it not affect the pressure and other phenomena o f the 
atmosphere f "

“  The number o f epidemical diseases is, I think, greatly increased, although 
their dangerous effects are considerably ameliorated. They appear to arise from  the 
want o f uniform action in the electric fluid , and are confined to the less elevated parts 
o f the earth, as the cholera morbus, influenza, &c. Inflammations, coughs, and 
even rheumatism, are more frequent when this fluid is rapidly changing from one 
state to the other.”

“  The histories of climate will illustrate the truth o f that sympathy which exists 
between the mind and the body : whatever affects the nerves o f the body, from its 
peculiar sensibility to electrical or other atmospheric influence, must influence the 
mind, and occasion it to bo more or less lively or dull, according to the impression 
it receives from the nerves, which, having their origin in the brain, ‘ the seat o f the 
m ind,’ convey to it ideas o f external things. From  these circumstances we may 
perceive how far the clear sky o f Italy, and the murky air o f Holland,— the warmth 
o f the south, and the chill o f the north, influence the manners, the taste, the culti
vation o f literature, and the advancement o f the sciences among their respective 
inhabitants.”

“  T o  effect a subject so important to every class and constitution o f life ,— to hu
manity,— to commerce,— to society,— to physical and moral improvement, every 
nerve should bo strained, every means used, and the best energies o f every observer
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exerted. W hat is there more important to onr comrenience and comfort than a 
knowledge o f the climate in which we dwell,— the diseases to which we are subject 
by inspiring the humid or pestilential atmosphere— til influence on our nerves,— its 
governance over our minds, and the direction it gives to the subjects o f onr mental pur
suits,3”

i>R. M ’I n t y r e , E . R . S.

T H E  P H Y S IC A L  C O N S T IT U T IO N  OF C O M E TS, 

(Continued from page 174.)

I need, for further proof if necessary, only refer to the months of 
April and May, 1844, when the comet was approaching the Sun, 
and compare the heat and drought of those two months, with the 
corresponding months of the year 184.5, when the reaction hud 
taken place on the departure of the comet, and we experienced much 
cold and wet. We have again heat on the appearance ot another 
comet, and we may look for the reaction in another cold and protract
ed W'inter, and late Spring, in 1846. This appears to me to he the 
most certain method of arriving at the results of cometary influence. 
But, the sceptic will adhere to the mean temperature ot the whole 
year, or a series o f years, without once referring to any cause that 
shall render the months of April or May, in one year, hot and dry, 
and the corresponding months, in the following year, cold and n-et, 
and yet there must exist some adequate cause, and, on so subtile a 
subject, the only apparent cause appears to be a comet— and therefore 
1 shall come to a different conclusion to M. Arago, and say, that 
comets do influence the seasons ! yet, if we take the mean tempera
ture of the entire years 1844 and 1845, we shall probably lind very 
little difference, notwithstanding we experience greater heat at one 
part of the year, than the average, and greater cold than the average, 
in another part, and lienee it becomes a natural and philosophical 
enquiry what produced the heat and drought in April and May, 1844, 
and the cold and wet in April and May, 1845 ? Some other action 
than that of the Sun must certainly be in operation, or else the seasons 
would, from year to year, be uniform in point of heat and moisture.
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I am well aware this reasoning will he liable to many objec
tions, unless I can quote some established authority, and what 
higher authority than Sir John F. W. Herschel, the great oppo
nent o f the reasoning I have brought forward to shew the effect 
o f  cometary influence.

“  There is,”  says Sir John, "  however, another way in which 
the apparent dimensions o f a comet may be conceived to vary 
with its proximity to the Sun, while its real volume may remain 
unaltered, or even undergo a contrary change. The nebulous 
portion o f a comet, or that which reflects the Sun’s rays, is not 
improbably o f  the nature o f fog, i. e. a collection o f discrete par
ticles o f a vaporisablc fluid floating in a transparent medium. 
Now, as these ¡molecules, during the com et’s approach to the 
Sun, absorb its rji/s and become heated , a portion o f them will 
he constantly passing from the liquid and visible to the gaseous 
and invisible state. As this change must commence from with
out and be propagated inwards, the effect will be a diminution 
o f  tbe comet’s bulk. On the other hand, in its recess from the 
Sun, it will part with the heat, thus acquired by radiation, which, 
in conformity with the general analogy o f radiant caloric, will 
take place chiefly from the unevaporated or nebulous mass within, 
whose dimensions will, therefore, begin and continue to increase 
by the precipitation immediately above it o f fresh nebulous mat
ter, just as we see fogs, on cold still nights, forming on the sur
face o f the ground, and gradually extending upwards as the heat 
near the surface is dissipated. The comet will thus appear to 
enlarge rapidly in its visible dimensions, while the real volum e  
is, in fact, slowly shrinking by the general obstruction o f heat 
from the mass.

“  This process might go on in the entire absence o f any solid 
or fluid nucleus : but supposing such a nucleus to exist, and to 
have required a considerable increase o f temperature in the 
vicinity o f the Sun, evaporation from its surface would afford a 
constant and copious supply o f vapour, which rising into its at
mosphere, and condensing at the exterior parts, would tend yet 
more to dilate the visible limits o f the nebula. Some such pro
cess would naturally enough account for the appearances which 
have been noticed in the heads o f certain comets, where the 
stratum, void o f nebula, has been observed, interspersed, as it 
were, between the densest portion o f the head or nucleus, and 
the coma.* It is analogous to the meteorological phenomena o f 
a definite va p ou r p la n e , so commonly observed, and, in certain 
cases, may admit o f two or more alternations o f nebula and clear 
atmosphere.

“  If, however, after all, wo should prefer to call in an ethcrial

* This fact Sir W illiam  Hersehel fully discovered in the splendid comet o f IH11, 
(seef his Observations thereon).
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medium surrounding the Sun, as the sole or partial cause c f  the 
remarkable phenomenon in question, it will not be necessary to 
have recourse to the idea o f condensation arising from its me
chanical pressure, which, as we have seen, is repugnant to what 
we know o f the mode o f propagation o f pressure in fluids. A  less 
repugnant explanation offers itself in the presumable habitudes 
o f the etherial fluid with respect to heat. Fourier has rendered 
it not improbable that the region, in which the earth circulates, 
has a temperature o f  its oicn, greatly superior to what may be 
presumed to be the absolute zero, and even to some artificial de
grees o f c o ld ; and in my Essay on the Study o f Natural Philo
sophy, (p. 157) I have shewn, I think satisfactorily, that if this 
be the case, such temperature cannot be due simply to the radia
tions o f the stars, but must arise from  some other cause, such 
as the contact o f  an ether possessing i ts e l f  o f  determinate tem
perature, and tending, l i f e  all known fluids, to communicate 
this temperature to the bodies immersed in it. Now, if we 
suppose the temperature o f the ether to increase as we approach 
the Sun, which seems a natural, and, indeed, a necessary conse
quence o f regarding it as endued with the ordinary relations o f 
fluids to heat, we are furnished with an obvious explanation o f  
the phenomenon in question. A  body o f  such extrem e tenuity  
as a comet may be presumed to take very readily the tempera
ture o f  the ether in which it is plunged; and the vicissitudes o f  
warmth and cold thus experienced may alternately convert into 
transparent vapour and reprecipitate the nebulous substances, Just 
as we see an increase o f  atmospheric temperature dissipate a fo g , 
not by obstructing or annihilating its gaseous particles, but by 
causing them to assume the elastic and transparent state which they 
lose, and again appear in fo g  when the temperature sinks”

This quotation from Sir John Herschel, I think, renders the 
fact at once demonstrable, how it is that the temperature o f our 
atmosphere increases on the comet’s approach to the Sun, viz. 
by "  the earth coming in contact with an ether possessing de
terminate temperature, and thereby having its own temperature 
increased by being immersed in it.”  On the contrary, when the 
comet departs from the Sun, and it gradually loses its accumu
lated heat, it condenses the surrounding ether, and therefore 
draws off the heat^ from that portion o f the ether in which the 
earth and its atmosphere are enveloped.

Thus comets, dreadful visitants ! arise, 
T o  the vulgar omens, science to the wise.

As Halley’s Comet is the best known o f all those eratic bodies, 
T will first notice some o f the most remarkable phenomena con
nected with the various periods o f its appearance, and then shew, 
that similar effects have accompanied other comets.
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Ptolemy,* speaking o f comets, tells us to form our judgment 
o f what their effects are likely to he by their colours ; for, saysr 
he, “  In investigating general events it is necessary further to 
observe the colours or hues displayed during an eclipse, either 
in the luminaries around them, in the shape o f rods or rays, or 
in other similar form s; for if these colours or hues should be 
black or greenish, they portend effects produced by Saturn’s 
nature; if white, to those operated by Jupiter; if reddish, to 
those by Mars ; if  yellow, to those by Venus; and if o f various 
colours, to those by Mercury. It is also requisite to notice with 
respect to general events, the risings or first appearances o f those 
celestial phenomena called comets, whether presenting them
selves at ecliptical times, or at any other periods. They are 
displayed in the shape o f beams, trumpets, pipes, and in other 
similar figures, and operate like those o f Mars and Mercury, ex
citing wars, heated and turbulent dispositions in the atmosphere, 
and in the constitutions o f men, with all their evil consequences. 
The parts o f the zodiac in which they may be posited when they 
first appear, and the direction and inclination o f their trains, 
point out the regions or places liable to be affected with the 
events which they threaten ; and their form indicates the nature 
and quality o f those events, as well as the genus, class, or kind 
in which the event will fa ll; the time o f their continuance shews 
the duration o f their effects, and their position with regard to 
the Sun, the period when it. will com m ence; as, if they first ap- 
peur mutntine, they denote an early com m encem ent; but if 
vespertine, that it will be late and tardy. When a comet ap
pears out o f the zodiac (as in 1835 and 1836), a line should he 
drawn from one zodiacal pole to the other, through the spot 
where it appears, and that spot is to be considered as being in 
familiarity with the same countries as those parts o f the zodiac 
which may be in the same line.”  These Rules o f  Ptolemy are 
too little regarded by those persons whose province it is to an
nounce the first appearance o f comets, with all those necessary 
particulars, every one o f which are omitted, and hence so little 
progress has been made in Cometary Astronom y; sufficient, 
however, is already known to excite the curious, and to interest 
the enquirers after truth.

(T o  hr con firm ed).

# Tetrabiblon, Chapter 10.
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The first recorded appearance of Dr. Halley’s comet is about 2,000 

years ago, or about 130 years before the Christian era, when, accord
ing to history, “  it was of immense magnitude, and of surpassing 
brilliancy, almost rivaling that of the sun. Its tail was o f such im
mense length as to occupy four hours in rising and setting.”  The 
appearance o f this comet is said to have signalized the birth of Mith- 
ridates. It we trace history further back, and allowing 75 years for 
the return of this comet, we find it appeared 205 years before Christ, 
whence it was termed the herald o f that dreadful calamity, the total 
overthrow of the Grecian empire ly  the Romans. Such was the 
general belief then, and that opinion is still firmly maintained by all 
those who believe in planetary and cometary influence. The immor
tal Shakespeare, too, must be ranked as a believer in this doctrine, 
with Keplar, Ptolemy, Newton, and many other master-minds of past 
ages; for, says he, speaking of the evils incident to the human race

-------------------------“  but when the Planets
la  evil mixture, to disorder wander,
\Vhat plagues ! and what portents ! what mutinies !
\\ hat raging o f tlie sea 1 what shaking o f the earth !
Commotions in the winds— frights, changes, horrors,
Divest and crack
rI lie unity and married calm o f states 
Quite from their fixture.”

Comets may also be fairly ranked with the aspects of Planets, ns 
similar influences attend tiieir appearances, as the following pages will 
fully demonstrate.

STIKW TNG T H E  E F F E C T S  O F  T H E  P L A N E T S  J U P IT E R  A N D  
S A T U R N  IN  A C C E L E R A T IN G  O R  R E T A R D IN G  

T H E  M O T IO N S  O F C O M E TS.

In all examinations of the phenomena of Nature, nothing should 
be considered as certain, that is not derived from experiment, or 
borne out by fact, or which can be reduced to self-evident principles 
by demonstration.

Lord Bacon pointed out, and Sir Isaac Newton adopted, a success
ful method of enipiirv, which checked that invention of hypothesis,

He
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and the building upon imaginary systems which had long been the 
practice o f philosophers ; and hence the followers of Newton, pro
ceeding upon this plan, carried their discoveries to a great degree o f 
perfection, and established upon immovable bases.

There were,however, certain difficulties which presented themselves 
to the mhid of Sir Isaac Newton himself, witli the explanation of 
which that great philosopher, even by his own rules, was not fully 
satisfied, and what he could not explain by principles. That could 
be mathematically demonstrated, he, witli a modesty few great minds 
possessed, proposed them in the form of queries to be solved by phi
losophers in alter times.

Among the queries left behind were two very important ones, one 
o f which was to ascertain, whether comets moved always in the same 
orbit, or were liable to perturbations from the planets, and whether 
they did not revolve round some other Sun of some other system, as 
well as round our Sun— and, 2ndly, whether the places between the 
planets, which were supposed to be a vacuum, were not filled with a 
very rare fluid, which he denominated ether, the specific gravity of 
which lie considered was 700,000 times less than that of atmospheric 
air, and which he conjectured might offer a resisting medium to the 
motion of Planetary and Cometary bodies moving in i t ; hence, in 
his Principia lie says, “  I leave the transverse diameters and time o f 
revolution to be determined by the comparison of comets which re
turn after long periods of time in the same orbits.”

The laws of planetary motions are established upon such a founda
tion that no hypothesis can shake. Comets, while within the attrac
tion o f our Sun, are governed by the same laws as regulate planetary 
motions ; but as our views extend only to a small part of their path, 
no satisfactory judgment has yet been formed of their entire revolu
tion ; and, indeed, we cannot consider all comets as permanent parts 
o f the solar system, for many of them recede to a distance far beyond 
the reach of the most powerful telescopes, and in doing so, very pro
bably fall into the attraction of some other Sun, called by us a fixed 
star, and lienee comets may revolve in elliptical, parabolic or fortuit
ous orbits, and while journeying on their path they may approach so 
near to one of the planets of our, or of some other system as to have 
their motions either accelerated, retarded, or changed altogether. A  
few cases in illustration o f these hypotheses may lay the foundation 
for mathematical data, whereby these supposed facts may be fully de
veloped.

The comet which appeared in 1770 had acquired considerable no
toriety from the alterations its orbit had undergone. Messier, a man 
uniting simplicity of character, with high scientific acquirements, first 
observed it; and such was his zeal in prosecuting his favourite study, 
that he discovered twelve comets, every one of which, says Delambre, 
gained him admission to some foreign academy. And Louis XV., as 
a mark of high compliment, called him, L e ferret dcs cometes, the 
comet ferret. Although Messier discovered the comet of 1770, Lexel 
calculated its orbit, which he found to be an ellipse, the transverse 
diameter of which did not exceed three times the diameter of the 
Earth’s orbit, anil which, therefore, corresponded to a supposed period 
of 5i years. It appeared a remarkable fact that a comet having so 
short a period of revolution, the distance of which, from the Sun,
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s c a r c e ly  e x c e e d in g  th e  o r b it  o f  J u p ite r , a n d  its b r illia n cy  lit t le  s h o r t  
o f  th a t s p le n d id  p la n e t , s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  o b s e r v e d . 
W h e n  th e  t im e  o f  it  n e x t  a p p r o a c h  h a d  a rr iv ed , it  d id  n o t  a p p ea r , n o r  
h as it  e v e r  b e e n  s e e n  s in c e , h e n c e  it  a cq u ir e d  th e a p p e lla t io n  Lexelc's 
lost Cornel ! A s tr o n o m e r s , a fter  e n d u r in g  m a n y  je e r s  from  th e  d is 
a p p o in t e d  p u b lic ,  se t th e m s e lv e s  fa ir ly  to  w o rk  to  a scerta in  th e  ca u se  
o f  its  p re v io u s  in v is ib ility  a n d  su b s e q u e n t  d isa p p e a ra n ce  ; and  b y  th is 
in v e s tig a t io n  th e  la w s  o f  u n iv e rsa l a ttra ction  h a v e  b e e n  c o n fir m e d  from  
c ir c u m s t a n c e s  th at are a p p a re n t ly  a d v erse . I ts  p r e v io u s  in v is ib ility  
th e y  a c c o u n te d  fo r  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  its  b e in g  q u ite  d iffe re n t b e fo r e  
th e  y ea r  1 7 ? 0 ,  its  p e r ih e lio n , o r  n earest p o in t  to  th e  S u n , b e in g  as d is 
ta n t as th e  o r b it  o f  th e  p la n e t  J u p ite r , c o r r e s p o n d e d  to  a r e v o lu t io n  
n o t  o f  f iv e , b u t  o f  f i fty  y ea rs  ! I t  w as a ls o  stated  th at its  a p p ea ra n ce  
in  1 7 7 0  w as o w in g  t o  its  p a th , in  1 7 6 7 , b e in g  in  su ch  c lo s e  c o n ta c t  
w ith  J u p ite r ,  w h ich  w as th e n  m o v in g  in  th e  sam e d ir e c t io n , a n d  in  
n e a r ly  th e  sa m e  p la n e , th a t th e  a ttra ction  o f  th e  S u n  u p o n  it was n o t  
o n e -th r e e -h u n d r e d th  th a t o f  J u p ite r . T h is  p o w e r fu l a ttra ction  o f  J u 
p ite r  is  sa id  to  h a v e  c o m p le t e ly  a lte red  th e  fo rm  o f  it s  o rb it , a n d  
ca u se d  it  t o  a p p r o a c h  th e  E a rth ’ s o rb it , w h e n  M e s s ie r  saw , a n d  L e x e l  
fu rn is h e d  its  e le m e n ts , a n d  a s cr ib e d  t o  it a  p e r io d  o f  r e v o lu t io n  o f  5-} 
y e a rs .

T h e  q u e s t io n  h a s  o f t  b e e n  re p e a te d , W h y  h as th e  c o m e t  n o t  b e e n  
s e e n  s in c e  P T h e  fo l lo w in g  is  th e  r e p ly  g iv e n  :— Its  passage  to  its p e 
r ih e lio n  p o in t ,  in  1 7 7 6 , t o o k  p la c e  b y  d a y , a n d  in  1 7 7 9 , b e fo r e  a n o th e r  
re tu rn , it  a g a in  e n c o u n te r e d  th e  m ig h ty  J u p ite r , a n d  su ffered  a f r e s h  
o rb ita l d e r a n g e m e n t , th e  a ttra ction  o f  th e  p la n e t  d e f le c t in g  it in to  m o r e  
d is ta n t  re g io n s . T h e  c o m e t , th e r e fo r e , th o u g h  “  lo s t ”  to  o u r  s y s te m , 
is  s till in  e x is te n c e , a n d  is  o b e y in g  th e  law s o f  g r a v ita t io n , e ith er in  
s o m e  s y s te m , in  s o m e  far d is ta n t re g io n s  o f  s p a c e , o r  o n  th e  c o n fin e s  
o f  o u r  o w n  S o la r  S y s te m . I t s  p a th  is p r o b a b ly  tortuous, w h e r e b y  it 
m a y  v is it  sy s te m  a lter  sy s te m  in  fu ll a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th e -p r in c ip le s  o f  
g r a v ita t io n , a n d , a fte r  v is it in g  n u m e ro u s  sy stem s o f  w o r ld s , m a y  r e 
tu rn  t o  o u r  S u n  a fter  th e  la p se  o f  ag es  !

H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  h as b e e n  an  o b je c t  o f  m u c h  d is c u s s io n  an d  d is p u te , 
o w in g  t o  th e  d is c r e p a n c ie s  d is c o v e r e d  in  th e  tim e  o f  its  p a s s in g  its  
p e r ih e lio n  a n d  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  its  r e v o lu t io n  : th e  fo l lo w 
in g  T a b le  sh ew s  fiv e  o f  its a p p ea ra n ces , th e tim es  o f  p a ss in g  th e ir  p e 
r ih e lio n , a n d  th e  d if fe re n c e  o f  p e r io d s  o f  r e v o lu t io n .

Years o f 
Appearance.

Tim e o f Passing 
their Perihelion.

Intervals o f Appearance. 

Y  ears. Days.

1531 August 24th. .  . • .

1607 October 16 th. 76 53
1682 September 14 th. 74 323
1759 March 13th. 76 177
1835 November 13 th. 75 359

F r o m  th is  g rea t in e q u a lity  in  the tim es  o f  th e ir  s u p p o s e d  p e r io d ic a l  
r e v o lu t io n s , s o m e  A u th o r s  a ffirm  th a t th e se  o a n n o t  b e  o n e  a n d  th e  
sa m e . O th ers  a ffirm , th a t “  w h e n  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e o r b its  a gree  
th e  c o m e ts  m a y  b e  th e  sa m e , a lth o u g h  th e p e r io d io  tim es  s h o u ld  v a ry
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a  l i t t le ;  as tlm t m ay arise  fr o m  tlie  a ttra ction  o f  th e b o d ie s  o f  ou r  s y s 
t e m .”  I t  b e c o m e s  a q u e s t io n  o f  co m p u ta t io n  w h eth er  th e  d if fe re n c e s  
b e tw e e n  th e s e  a p p e a ra n ce s  ca n  he c a l le d  a lit t le  d i f fe r e n c e — fo r  b e 
tw e e n  th e  first a n d  se c o n d  a p p ea ra n ces  th e d if fe re n c e  is 1 y ea r  8 5  d a y s  
— b e tw e e n  th e s e c o n d  a n d  th ird , 1 y e a r  20 !) d a y s — a n d  b e tw e e n  th e  
th ird  a n d  fou rth  w as o n ly  1.83 d a y s . N o w , in  th e  first c a se , th e  c o m e t  
w as a c c e le r a te d , a n d  in th e o th e r  tw o  re ta r d e d — a n d  h e n c e  th e  d if f i
c u lty  o f  p r o v in g  h o w  J u p ite r ,  b y  h is  a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e ,  c o u ld  d im in ish  
th e  tim e o f  th e  c o m e t ’ s re tu rn  in  o n e  c a s e , a n d  in crea se  it in  tw o  
o th e rs . T h a t  J u p ite r , n ea r  to  th e o r b it  o f  w h ich  th is c o m e t  m a y  pass, 
m a y  e x e r t  a v e r y  p ow erfu l in flu e n ce  o v e r  a  c o m e t 's  p e r io d ic  r e v o lu 
t io n , w e ca n  r e a d ily  c o n c e iv e  ; fo r  it  h as b een  a sser ted , I b e lie v e  b y  
S ir  W i l l ia m  I le r s c h e l ,  “  that th e a ttra ction  o f  J u p ite r  has o c c a s io n e d  
a v a r ia t ion  in  th e  p e r io d ic  r e v o lu t io n  c f  S a tu rn .”

I t  is a rg u e d  b y  s o m e , th a t “  i f  J u p ite r  ca n  o c c a s io n  su ch  a v a ria 
t io n  in  th e  r e v o lu t io n  o f  th e p la n e t  S a tu rn , w e m ig h t  r e a s o n a b ly  e x 
p e c t  th a t it w o u ld  o c c a s io n  th e lik e  v a r ia tion  in  th e  p e r io d ic  r e v o lu 
t io n  o f  th e  E a rth , ns at th e ir  c o n ju n c t io n s  J u p ite r  is as n ear t o  th e  
E a rth  as to  Saturn , h u t th e le n g th  o f  o u r  y e a r  h as b e e n  in v a r ia b le  fo r  
m a n y  c e n tu r ie s .”  T h e  o n ly  a rg u m e n t  to  b e  u sed  in  r e p ly  to  th is  c o n 
c lu s io n  is , that th e  d e n s ity  o f  S a tu rn  is  m u c h  less  th an  th a t o f  th e 
E a rth , a n d  th e re fo re  m o r e  s e n s ib le  to  th e  a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e  o f  J u p it e r ;  
b u t  a lth o u g h  th e  a c t io n  o f  J u p ite r  m a y  o c c a s io n  so m e  va ria tion  in  th e 
in c lin a t io n  o f  the o r b it  o f  a c o m e t , and  th e  p la c e  o f  its  n o d e s , y e t  it 
a p p ea rs  h ig h ly  p r o b a b le  th at b u t l it t le  s e n s ib le  d if fe r e n c e  c o u ld  h e fe lt  
in  its p e r io d ic  tim e.

I t  is e v id e n t  th a t th e  a c t io n  o f  J u p ite r  u p o n  a c o m e t  m u s t b e  g re a t
e s t  w h e n  a lin e  d raw n  fro m  th e  p la n e t  t o  th e  c o m e t  m a k e  a  r ig h t  
a n g le  w ith  a ta n g e n t to  th e  c o m e t ’ s p a th  at th at p o in t .  H u t in  th is 
p o s it io n  th e  a c t io n  o f  a p la n e t  ca n  n e ith e r  retard  n o r  a cce le ra te  th e  
c o m e t  in its  o r b i t .— I f  vve l o o k  m o r e  c lo s e ly  in to  th e  s u b je c t , w e fin d  
th a t  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  o rb its  o f  th e  fiv e  retu rn s o f  H a l le y 's  c o m e t ,  as 
s ta ted  a b o v e , m a d e  an  in c l in a t io n  w ith  th e e c l ip t ic  o f  1 7  d e g . 5 0  m in .,  
o r  w ith  v e ry  fe w  m in u te s  v a r ia t io n . T h e  in c l in a t io n  o f  J u p ite r  is 
1 d e g . 2 0  m in .,  s o  th a t th e  s h o r te s t  lin e  th at ca n  h e d ra w n  fr o m  J u p i 
te r  to  th e  c o m e t  s u b te n d s , at the ce n tre  o f  th e S u n , an a n g le  o f  1 6  d e g . 
3 0  m in ., s o  th a t th e  n ea rest d is ta n ce  b y  w h ich  th e y  c o u ld  a p p r o a c h  
e a ch  o th e r  is a b o u t  1 8 'm il l io n s  o f  m ile s . T h is ,  h o w e v e r , w ill b e  
b e tte r  illu s tra ted  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  d ia g ra m .

L e t  th e  d o t te d  c ir c le  A ,  11, I ) ,  E , I ,  r e p re se n t th e  o r b it  o f  J u p ite r , 
S  th e S u n , a n d  F ,  C ,  P , G , th e path  o f  a c o m e t , and  P  its  p e r ih e lio n . 
A l s o ,  le t  J  b e  th e  p la ce  o f  J u p ite r ,  a n d  C  the p la c e  o f  th e C o m e t :  
d ra w  J , C , a t r ig h t  a n g le s  to  a ta n g e n t  to  th e  c u rv e  a t C . N o w , it is 
v e r y  e v id e n t , w h e n  th e  c o m e t  is  a t  C ,  th e a ttra ction  o f  J u p ite r  ca n  
h a v e  n o  e f fe c t  u p o n  its v e lo c i t y ,  b u t  m a y  h a v e  c o n s id e r a b le  e f fe c t  
u p o n  th e in c lin a t io n  o f  its  p la n e . W h ile  th e c o m e t  is d e s c e n d in g  
fr o m  F  tow a rd s  C  its  v e lo c i ty  w ill he in crea sed . L e t  a b e  a p o s it io n  
o f  th e c o m e t , w h ere  th e  w h o le  fo r c e  o f  J u p ite r  is t o  th at p a r t  o f  it 
w h ic h  a cc e le r a te d  th e  v e lo c i t y  o f  th e  c o m e t , ns th e rad iu s o f  th e  s in e  
o f  th e  a n g le  a, J ,  C  ; c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th is  fo r c e  w ill d e c re a se  as th e  
c o m e t  a p p ro a ch e s  C , w h ere  it  w ill b e  a m in im u m . A g a in , w h en  th e 
c o m e t  has p a ssed  C , w h ere  th e  a ttra ctiv e  fo r c e  o f  J u p ite r  w as n o th in g , 
th e  c o m e t ’ s v e lo c i t y  w ill h e  retard ed  in its d e s c e n t  tow a rd s  h in th e  
sa m e  p r o p o r t io n  as it h ad  b e e n  a cc e le r a te d  fro m  a t o  c. H e n c e ,  it
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a p p ea rs , that th e a c t io n s  o f  J u p ite r , at th e  e q u id is ta n t p o in t  a a n d  b, 
v u n tera ct ea ch  o th e r , a n d , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  c a n n o t  a ffe c t  th e  p e r io d ic  
t im e  in  s o  s e n s ib le  a d e g re e  as is  re p re se n te d  in  th e  fo r e g o in g  ta b le ;  
th a t is , i f  th e  o r b it  o f  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  b e  im p e lle d  w ith  a p r o je c t i le  
fo r c e  w h ich  e x c e e d s  th e  c e n tr ip e ta l f o r c e  in  th e  ra tio  o f  o n e  to  th e 
sq u a re  r o o t  o f  tw o , th e n  th e  c o m e t ’s o rb it  w ill b e  p a r a b o lic a l, o r  in  th e 
fo r m  d e s c r ib e d  inffg. 2 , p a g e  1 2 7  ; a n d  i f  th e  v e lo c i t y  b e  s till in crea s 
e d , th e  c o m e t  w ill th e n  fo r m  a h y p e r b o lic  c u r v e , J i f f . p a g e  12 7 . T h is  
ch a in  o f  re a s o n in g  n atu ra lly  le a d s  u s to  c o n s id e r  th e  D o c t r in e  o f  
C e n tra l F o r c e s ,  w h ic h  is , th a t “  th e o p e r a t io n  o f  g ra v ity  u p o n  a n y  
d is ta n t b o d y  is in v e r s e ly  ns th e  sq u a re  o f  its d is ta n c e  from  th e ce n tre  
ot a t t r a c t i o n t h u s  th e  g r a v ity  o f  th e  p la n e ts  tow a rd s  th e S u n  in 
crea ses  in  p r o p o r t io n  as th e  sq u a re  o f  th e ir  d is ta n ce  fro m  th e  S u n  is 
d im in ish e d . B u t  it  m u st h e re  be r e c o l le c te d  th at th is  d e m o n s tra tio n  is 
fo u n d e d  u p o n  th e  s u p p o s it io n  th at th e  g ra v ita tio n  tow a rd s  a n y  a ttra ct
in g  b o d y  is not affected b y  th e  in te r v e n t io n  o f  o th e r  a ttra c t in g  b o d ie s .

It is  v e r y  ce rta in  th a t th e  a ttra ction  o f  th e  S u n  e x te n d s  to  th e E a rth  
a n d  th e  o th e r  p la n e ts  o f  th e  sy s te m , a n d , in  l ik e  m a n n e r , w e m a y  
su p p o s e  th a t th e  a ttra ction  o f  e a ch  p la n e t  e x te n d s  to  th e  S u n . N o w , 
s u p p o s in g  n o  o th e r  b o d ie s  t o  in te r v e n e  b e tw e e n  th e  E a rth  and  th e  
S u n , a n d  th e  E a rth  t o  b e  at re s t, th e re  is  a p o in t  b e tw e e n  th e  E arth  
a n d  th e  S u n , a n d  a ls o  b e tw e e n  e a ch  p la n e t  a n d  th e  S u n , all th in g s  
b e in g  th e  sa m e , w h ere  th e ir  a ttra ction s  are e q u a l, c o n s e q u e n t ly  a b o d y  
p la c e d  in  th at p o in t  w o u ld  rem ain  a t rest.

B u t  it  is n o t  in  th a t p o in t  a lo n e  th a t an  e ffo r t  w ill b e  p r o d u c e d , b u t  
in  e v e r y  p o in t  b e tw e e n  th e  E a rth  a n d  th e  S u n  ; s o  th at a b o d y  p la c e d  
a n y  w h ere  b e tw e e n  th e m  w o u ld  n o t  g ra v ita te  w ith  th e  en tire  fo r c e  o f  
e ith e r , b u t o n ly  w ith  a  re la tiv e  g ra v ity  e q u a l t o  th e  d if fe re n c e  o f  the 
tw o  a ttra ctiv e  fo r ce s . T h e  sam e r e a s o n in g  m a y  a lso  b e  a p p lie d  to  th e 
fix e d  stars a n d  th e  star o r  S u n  o f  o u r  sy s tem .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  figu re  w ill m o r e  c le a r ly  illu stra te  th is  fa c t—

L e t  S  re p re se n t  th e  S u n , o r  th e  c e n tre  o f  o u r  S o la r  s y s te m , A  the 
n ea rest fix ed  star, s u p p o s e  S ir iu s * , th e  ce n tr e  o f  its  o w n  s y s te m . L e t  
P  b e  a n y  p o in t  b e tw e e n  th e m , w h ere  th e ir  a ttra ction s  are e x a c t ly  
e q u a l ; le t  p  b e  a p o in t  in  m o t io n  m o v in g  fr o m  S tow a rd s  A . ,  th e n  it 
is  v e r y  e v id e n t  th a t  the re la t iv e  g r a v ity  to w a rd s  S  d o e s  n o t  d e cre a se  
merely as th e  sq u a re  o f  th e  d is ta n ce  fro m  S  in crea ses , b u t in  th e  in 
v e rse  ra tio  o f  a p o w e r  g rea ter  th an  th e  sq u a re , o f  w h ic h  p o w e r  the 
in d e x  w ill in crea se  as th e  p o i n t / )  m o v e s  tow a rd s  A .  N o w , w h e n  th e  
p o i n tp  a rrives  at P  th e  in d e x  w ill b e c o m e  in fin ite , a n d  th e  re la tiv e  
g r a v it y  o f  p  tow a rd s  S  e q u a l t o  O . A g a in ,  le t  th e p o in t  p  c o n t in u e  
to  m o v e  tow a rd s  A ,  a n d  its  r e la t iv e  g ra v ity  tow a rd  S  m u st b e c o m e  
tiet/ative, an d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  ih e  b o d y  p m u st m o v e  tow a rd s  A .  N o w , 
as th e S o la r  sy s tem  is s u rr o u n d e d  b y  f ix e d  stars, th e re la tiv e  g ra v ity  
to w a rd s  th e S u n  m u st c o n s e q u e n t ly  h a v e  a lim it , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e 
a b s o lu te  g r a v ity  m ay b e  c o n s id e r e d  to  e x te n d  ad injinitum in  e v e r y  
d ir e c t io n . (T o  be con tin u ed .)

• Sirius is supposed, by Astronomers, to be a Sun 14 times (is large as the Sun of 
our System, and consequently capable o f diffusing fourteen time» as much light and 
beat to surrounding planets.
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A R E M A R K A B L E  N A T IV I T Y .

FIOURB XLVIII.

This very remarkable child was born without any thing more than a mark, where 
the eyes should have existed. The horoscope satisfactorily illustrated jtaragraph 
327, page 84, o f the u A rcana.”

A nr.hu’out star just setting, the Aacclli ascending, and the Procyon just upon the 
cusp o f tin? Ascendant, the Moon lately alllicted by Occnlus Taunts, are all test ¡mo
nies o f blindness. But the strongest testimonies are, both the luminaries afflicted 
by the malifics, the Sun in conjunction o f Mars, and Mars oriental o f the Sun, or 
ascending before him, and the M oon in fetquisquare o f Saturn, while Saturn is 
occidental o f the Moon, or ascends after her, all s/tew total blindness. The student 
will note the Sun in close semisqunre to llersohel, denoting somo remarkable acci
dent. H erschel in Aquarius rules the head.

Short life is denoted by the Moon byleg afflicted, and the Sun afflicted, and Ju 
piter and Venus afflicted. The child died in infancy.
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VIOLENT DEATH.

F I O l '  It l i  X I . I X .

. 1 1 4 °  i n ' .

The foregoing is a figure of the heavens at the estimate time o f the birth o f a 
child the daughter o f (IE E .) a near relation o f m ine, and I consider it arem ark- 
ahle instance o f the power o f the stars over life and death, according to the Buie» 
o f Planetary influence. The child died at the age o f 1 year and .» months, after 
lingering M a riy a  fortnight from the effects o f being passed over hy a horse a,, d 
n r t  The student will readilv perceive testimonies o f violence from the J s - 5 
S  A and the M oon p,-sited betwixt the rays o f the m a l.fics -t l.e  Sun, Mars, 
and Saturn being posited in quadrupedian signs— Saturn ill Sagittarius, a sign par- 
S n la rly 'in d icativeof horses, and the Ascendant encountering the opposition of 
Saturn without any benefic direction succeeding within proper distance to sale. 
W ith these observation» I leave it to the candid or sceptical reader.
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A Gentleman sent conceriiing bis Sony under thè face of Beam i as folluw*«

From  Saunders't  Astrological Physician*

VIOUUE !..

T he manner o f this disease was thus : he was very sick at bis stomach, and did 
r.iait tip oftentimes the sustenance lie took ; ho lead also a fever beat and a lightness 
in bis bead, and felt pain between bis shoulders : at length the small pox did break 
out about his neck and face, and be was costive, and made water very seldom also. 
As concerning fatal signs, Venust lady o f the Ascendant, is deprimed by a malicious 
iKjuare o f  M ars on the one side, and also by an inimical congress with Sa/urn on the 
other side. A lso the Moon is afflicted by a square o f S aturn ; so the fatal places 
being three, it importeth danger o f  death : yet, forasmuch as Venus, lady o f the 
horizontal parialax is making her personal appeal to the suffrages o f the remiuifi- 
cant planet Jupiter, it giveth an assured hope o f  recovery; and so it came to pass; 
for In* did begin to amend presently after the messenger was sent, and the fever 
left b in .; and the day following the pox did appear, be was ill afterward almost the 
space o f  a week, but the greatest danger was the day stated in this constellation.



THK AST R O -F I lf1 .050 III El> AMT MRTEOKOt.OOlST. 205

N a t i v i t y  of  a g e n t l e m a n .

i-101'HE T t.

*
X
3

Lati
tude.

Decli
nation.

T ang, 
o f Peel.

Kitfht 
A seen.

Mid.
l)ist.

Semi
Arc.

J Semi 
Are.

Distance from 
Cusp.

o • o o 1 \j * O • o ' o '
u 0 s  11 23 s 38 9,01006 267 25 37 53 120 n 9 42 3 4 10 from 3rd.
t? 2 s 10 2 s 14 8,59105 10 53 65 35 86 N 59 *>!J 0 7 30 from 6th.
% 1 s 0 4 s 50 8,93609 351 24 40 0 90 N 41 32 14 13 512 from 5th.

I n 29 I0n36 9,47438 141 42 10 24 113 n 42 37 54 16 ¿4 from 10th.
© • , 21 N 31}. 9,59590 05 19 00 O 122 d 7 40 42 21 24 from 9tb.

2 n 40 -Ms 21 y.ibVidi' 114 38 10 4< 1271) 30 42 32 31 52 from 9th.
¡7 I s  57 15 N 28 9,44201 40 34 78 41 111 d 54 37 18 .33 10 from 7 th.

(X 4 s 54 27 N 42 9,72017 255 4 50 14 136 n  3 45 1 39 40 from 2nd.
$ * 27 s 42 ............ . .  . * « 9 0 .  0 30 0 10 46 from 7th.

©  Oblique P ecen rio» 81c 4 ' ; bis Pole 3 4 °  .‘1 4 '; Tangent 9 ,8 3 8 2 2 . 
((X  Oblique Ascension 2 J 1 C SO'; her Pole 2 8 °  4 7 ' ;  Tangent 9,71(987. 
© O b liq u e  Pecension 4 0  4 0  ; its Pole .T8° 0 ' ; Tangent 9 ,8 9 2 8 1 . 
v  Oblique Deseension 117 47  ; her Pole 6 °  55  ; Tangent 9 ,0 8 3 8 9 .

F f
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Aspects.
Sun sextile Satnm.
Sun quintile Mars.
Sun seinisqnare Venus.
Sun square Jupiter.
M oon conjunction Ilerschcl. 
M oon square Jupiter.
M oon trine Part o f Fortune.

M oon trine Mars.
Venus opposition IlerscheK 
Venus square Part o f Fortune. 
Mars trine Herschel.
Mars square Mercury.
Mars parallel Mercury. 
Mercury sextile Jupiter.

A T A BL E FOR C O N V E R T IN G  ARCS INTO T IM E  IN TH IS N A T IV IT Y .

T he Son’« daily m otion, in Right. Ascension, for the first day, m ove! 1 degree 
2 minutes, which is equal to tme year o f life. Again, I keep adding each daily 
motion to the last amount, and ultimately form the Table, as below. My new 
Series o f  Ephemeres facilitate this branch very importantly. Remark, each Nati
vity requires a Table constructed as this. In this Natus 20 years, for exam ple, 
require 20 degrees 39 minutes o f an A rc. Table I I .  serves for equating the minutes 
o f a degree^ and denotes in what monthy current with the year, the Arc is com -

ideted. By the student attending to this mode of equating he wall be liable to very 
ittle mistake in timing the A rcs.

T A B L E  ! . . T A B L E  I I .

Year O * Year O / Year O / Year O / 1
28th o f each Month.

0 0 0 17 17 31 34 :{.“■) 8 51 52 31
1 1 2 18 IS 34 35 36 10 52 53 31 Min. Mon.
o o •] 1!) 10 37 36 37 12 53 54 31 —

n 3 8 20 20 39 37 38 14 54 31 0 M a v ____  0
■\ 4 6 21 21 42 38 39 16 55 56 30 5 J u u e . . . .  1
a 5 8 22 22 44 39 40 17 56 57 30 10 J u l y ____  2
o & 9> 23 23 46 40 41 19 57 58 30 15 A u g u s t .. 3
7 7 11 24 24 49 41 42 21 58 59 29 20 September 4
s 8 12 2.7 25 51 42 43 23 59 60 29 25 October . 5
9 9 14 20 20 53 43 41 25 60 61 2S 30 November 6

10 10 10 27 27 ;>.> 11 45 27 61 02 27 35 December 7
11 11 IS 28 2S 56 45 46 28 62 63 26 1 40 January.. H
12 12 t><; 2!) 29 58 46 47 29 63 64 25 4.» February. 9
13 13 ;>•>■ 30 11 0 47 48 29 64 65 24- 50 M a r c h .. .  10
14 14 24 31 12 2 48 49 30 6;» 66 23 55 April . . . .  11
là 1.7 20 32 33 4 49 50 30 66 (¡7 GO M ay......... 12
10 Hi 29 33 34 r> 50 51 30

A rc s  o f  Direction.
ASPECTS. 0 > V. M. ASPECTS. o r T . M.

Sol P. Jupiter con. . . 0 36 0 7 Moon trine Saturn . . . . 17 2 16 6
M . C . sea. Jupiter 2 15 2 o . .  trine Mars . . . . 17 23 16 10
Sol sextile ditto 2 IS 2 3 M. C. trine J u p it e r .. . . IS 22 17 10
. .  square ditto 3 6 3 0 0  quintile Jupiter 19 20 IS 9
. .  sex tile Mars 3 29 3 5 Moon r:\pt P . S i turn . . 20 M 19 s

Pars, rapt P. Mercury 6 52 6 9 . .  trine Mam con. . . 20 19 19 9
M . C. trine Saturn . . 7 35 7 5 M. C. sextile Sol z o d .. . 21 24 20 10
Sol sextile ditto 7 36 7 5 . . . .  square Saturn zod. 21 24 20 10
M oon P . Herschel . . 9 10 8 10 Asc. opposition zod. 21 24 20 I "
Aac. seinisquare Moon 11 4 10 9 Pars, square Herschel 21 4S 21 1
0  seraiaqnaro Venus 11 46 11 6 ©  quintile Jupiter . . 21 5 6 21 3
M oon square Saturn . . II 58 11 8 . .  square Saturn zod. 23 32 22 10
. .  square Jupiter 14 38 14 3 0  conjunction Mercury 23 42 22 11

Para, auintile Jupiter 15 12 14 9 ..op p os ition  Herschel 24 10 23 5
©•em isquare Marad.d. 15 25 15 0 @  square Jupiter con. 2 » 25 23 8
. .  opposition @
Pars, sextile Venus . .

16 12 15 9 . .  biquintilo 0  . . . . 25 51 25 0
n; 36 16 o Pars, square Venus . . 25 5 6 25 1
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ASPECTS.
A sc. scs. J  u pi ter . . .  
C ÿ  quintile Saturn . . .  
Venus Par. Mercury . 
A s c .S Q  Herscliel . . .  
Ç-i) square c? secomlary
M . C. .quintile 2  zod.

sextile Jupiter . . .
• • G  Saturn sccwulary 

Venus opposition iÿ  
CJ) square Saturn .
M . C. Par. Mercury 
( g  triue Saturn 
. .  ttine xtco/u/ary . 

’Venus Bq. (££ zod.
(<£ Bq. Venus d. d.
C* ' quintile Jupiter 
(G  ses. Venus 
. .  square secondary 

0  trine Jupiter 
Venus ses. Saturn 
£?) sextile Jupiter 
.  . opposit. 0  secondary 

. . .  trine Mars ditto 
0  sextile Mars ditto 

^Kjuintile Sun zod. 
0  semisquare £  zod.
0 )  s q u a r e  1} scw ulary 
0  semisquare c? zod.
(Ci opposit. 2 secomlary 
Venus ses. 1} zod.
(J ) Par. (^» zod. . . . .
. .  sextile 2(. secondary 

Mercury A  Jupiter new. 
Q  sextile Veuus con. 
Asc. Par. Mars zod.
. .  square Veuus mande 

0  Par. Saturn cen.
(T) semisquare $  d. d. 
Venus trine Herscliel 
Mercury d  Venus new. 

,(C£ sextile (} »ccondary 
0  sextile Venus . . . .
. .  quintile Mars . . . .  
M . C. square Mercury 
Asc. conjunction M oou 
Pars, sextile Sol . . . .  
©  oppu. c? secomlary 
. .  trine 0  ditto 
Pars, square Jupiter 
(C T  trine Mercury zod.

d  Jupiter secomlary 
0  sextile Jupiter d. d. 
©  scinisexti le Iÿ con.
. .  trine $  secomlary 

0  semisquare Saturn 
trine Jupiter zod.

0  square Saturn new. 
0 )  3 Saturn secondary 
. .  opposition Veuus 
. .  opposition Mercury 

M. C. (juintile 0  . . . .  
Asc. trine Jupiter . . . .  
@  square secon d ary

K> / Y. M. ASPECTS. Y. M.
26 o 25 o (JJ trine Jupiter do. . .  . . 37 O
26 27 25 7 0  ses. Herscliel . . . .  33 ¿4 37 8
26 41 25 10 0  quintile Venus . . . .  39 0 37 9
27 4 26 2 . .  square h  secondary - • *• 37 9

_ . 26 4 } M. C. trine Moon . . . .  39 28 38
27 16 26 5 c?) sextile 21 secomlary . .  - - 38 5
27 25 26 6 M. C. S D  Mars zod. 40 27 39 2

. . 26 8 ‘ Asc. S Q  Mars zod. 40 27 39 2
27 39 26 9 @ s e x t i le  Saturn . . . .  40 58 39 8
27 39 26 9 . .  Q  Mars secondary. .  . . . . 39 9
27 49 26 11 Asc. trine Venus . . . .  41 14 39 11
28 0 27 1 @  sextile T? secondary . • . . .40 0

27 1 0  S$\> Venus d itto  . ..... :40 1
28 18 27 5 @  square 2̂  ditto . -  •• 40 8
28 18 27 5 0  square Saturn zod. 42 21 41 0
28 19 27 8 sextile c f secondary . .  . . 42 3
28 34 27 8 . .  square [7 ditto •• •• 42 3

27 9 . .  rapt P. Herscliel . .  43 50 42 5
.29 10 28 3 . .  trine H- tccondary •• •• 43 1
29 23 28 5 . .  biquintile Saturn 45 3 44 7
29 38 28 8 . .  trine secomlary . .  . . 44 9

28 8 ©  ses. Jupiter................ 45 16 44 10
28 8 . .  sextile Mercurv zod. 45 19 44 m

. . 28 10 @  ci V  enus secondary . .  • - 44 n
29 58 29 ü
30 6 29 1.4 . .  trine Jupiter . . . .  46 52 45 5

29 H Pars, sextile Saturn.. . .  46 59 45 6
30 24 29 5 M. C. trine Herscliel . .  47 13 45 9
. . . . 29 8 0  trine Jupiter new.................. 46 ü
30 40 29 8 Pars, conjunction 0  . .  47 33 46 1
30 50 29 10 @  trine Venus ............48 16 46 9

29 11 . .  d  Mars secomlary . . . .  .  - 47 .5
30 1 Asc. trine ................ 49 8 47 8

31 36 30 7 CCS S  Jupiter tccondary . .  •. 48 a
31 47 30 9 . .  sextile Venus do. . . 48 :2
31 52 30 10 0  trine Jupiter do.................... 48 3
32 4 31 04 • • d  Venus n e w ? .................... 48 4
32 14 31 ■2~ 'J} semisquare Jupiter 50 12 48 H
32 14 31 2 (0  sextile M e r c u r y .. . .  50 .>4 49 5

31 2 trine Venus c o n . . . .  51 5 49 .7
31 3 0  ses. M oon zod. . . . .  51 20 49 10

3o 0 31 11 (¡27 8 Saturn secondary . . .  . . 49 10
33 6 32 0 . .  sextile Venus do............... 49 10
33 14 32 2 0  conjunction Venus 52 2 50 6
33 34 32 6 . .  Par. V enus................ 52 2 50 6
33 51 32 9 M . C. Par. Sol................ 52 41 50 6
« . . . 32 11 (*?) sextile $  secondary . .  . . 50 6

1 Pars, sextile M ercury. .  52 47 51 3
34 32 33 5 M . C. semisquare Venus 53 8 51 7
35 4 33 11 Asc. scs. V e n u s ............53 8 51 7
. . . . 34 0 semisquare Herscliel 54 2 52 6
35 16 34 1 . .  #  Mars secomlary................ 52 8
35 20 34 2 63 0
. . . . 34 5 . .  Q  Mercury do............... .... 53 2
35 53 34 9 53 5
36 2 34 11 . .  sextile Saturn . . . .  54 56 53 5
36 31 35 3 53 9

4 . .  trine 1? tccondary ................ 54 6
. . . . 35 6 0
36 48 35 8 . .  square •••• •• •• 55 3
37 7 35 11 ©  conjunction V z o d . . .  56 41 5 5 .3
37 43 36 6 Mar» $  Mercury new................ 56 0
.37 53 36 8 <{T □  Ii secondary.................... 56 8

. . 36 9 . .  trine Mars do......... •• •• 57 2
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ASPECTS. °  Y. M.
ftr  sextile Jupiter teciaulary . . 57 4
M . C. sextile Mars . . . .  59 .‘14 5W 9
© t r in e  Herschel . . . .  59 5G 58 5
Q'T sextile H secoiutary , . ¡ 8 9  
. .  «quare Mercury zod. 60 40 59 2
. .  opposition Mars zod. 60 59 59 6

0  quintile M ercury. . . .  61 5 52 7 
, ,  qx. Jupitur . . . . . . . .  61 22 59 11

ASPECTS. °  "  Y. M-
M . C. square © .................. 62 7 60 H
(C£ liody Jupiter seev/utary . . 61 4
Pars, sextile Herschel 65 51 62 5

ci Saturn scanulary . . 62 9
. square Mars................ 65 20 Kl 11

. .  sextile Saturn . . . .  67 14 65 S 
0  Par. Mars zod, . . . .  ¡ ï  14 66 8

D U R A T IO N  o p  M F B .

The Sun, in this Nntivity, is slccocfiodcn, and the Planet Saturn is the Anaratn. 
T he Sun iu parallel with Jupiter, and the latter in trine o f Venus, give strength of 
constitution, more especially us the lig/U o f  time is uualflicted by the two inaleHcs, 
Mars and Saturn, denote that health will generally be good. Thu parallel o f the 
Sun and Herschel, as well as the conjunction o f the Moon with Herschel, will he 
productive o f indisposition when the luminaries are in bad arcs ; also, when either 
o f  the great lights is in inimical geometrical angles with Herschel and Saturn. As 
the native doe» not wish to know the particular time o f death, 1 must warn him to 
be always ready to meet that Being before whom all flesh past, present, and future 
must appear. The most probable period for tcrininu» vita: will be about the 42nd 
and 44th years.

That we must nil needs die, “  for it is ap|u>inted for man once to die, and after 
death to judgm ent,”  is a truism seen by long experience, and, thank heaven, for 
that blessing : yet,

H ow  dread the thought, Hint not a moment fleets 
But with it many a soul must wing its way 
T o  that eternal deep, into whose womb 
Six thousand years nave buried all they bore!
Y es, while all around unvalued pleasure throng.
And in a glowing atmosphere of smiles 
W o  play with time, us infants do with toys,—
Afar, how often death is grinning o'er
The new dug graves, or weaving w inds to storm,
Or pluck seamen from tlm pirate waves,
Or laughing, where the thunder-holt has dash'd 
Some daring wanderer to the earth! The flood 
And blast— the fiery breath o f clouds— disease 
And danger— deathbed horrors, broken hearts,
And exiles in their dainp-waU'd dungeons doom 'd—
O h! each, and all would melt a mortal’s tear 
I f  known nr felt—from pleasure sated eye.

T H K  C O R P O IlA T U 11E,

Venus, ruler o f the horoscope, with no planet iu the ascendant, particular deli
beration must bo exercised concerning the 6th face o f I.ibra, together with the 
j 1 met Jupiter in Pisces, which casts a mundane trine to the ascendnnl: attention 
also to the Moon who is iu conjunction o f Herschel and square o f Jupiter. As 
Venus is in no dignities o f  her own, she must he considered but very slightly in 
connection with the bodily appearance. The M oon, in this natus, partakes much 
o f  ths nature o f  Herschel, and the latter received by Jupiter, and in mundane and 
zodiacal sextile with the ascendant chief—Judgment must be deolured according to 
the evidence o f Herschel in  Sagittary. Herschel iu Sagittary gives a bodily ap
pearance something like a mixture o f Saturn, M ercury, and Venus in Sagittary—■ 
namely, a raajo native, rather tall, brown or black hair, spare, even raw-boned, fre
quently, especially i f  the constitution is not very strong, the complexion agreeing 
with the colour o f the hair; but genteel, straight, and active walk.

D U A L IT Y  OF M IND  AND DISPOSITION.

T he quality o f  the mind is declared by the combination o f Herschel, Mercury, 
and the M oon, according to their receiver!, their position, and their aspects. Jupi
ter rscoives the M oon and Herschel and the benevolent Venus, the latter is ths
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native'* natal planet, receives the intellectual Mercury. Now Jupiter, strong in 
#iis own denial dignities renders the gentleman honorable, magnanimous, a loser o f 
fair dealings, desirous to benefit all persons, charitable, a lover o f his wife and chil
dren, calculated for government, aspiring at high matters, &c. W hoever will read 
the )63rd and 302nd paragraphs o f the Arcana will see the character of the native 
fully, and faithfully declared— and from what I  know’ o f the native there is not the 
most distant false colouring in the above declaration. Again, Venus receives M er
cury, and they in sextile o f each other denote a mind capable o f learning, fond o f 
arts and »ciences, as Arcana 301). Mercury in familiarity as being in sextile of 
Jupiter, disposes to business, and sobriety. Venus and Jupiter in trine declare 
ihe native fond o f children, with philo-progenitiveness well developed.

EMPLOYMENT.

The business o f  life in which the native ought to be employed is denoted by Mars, 
the only planet in the southern angle, more especially as the Sun is in the descend
ing portion o f heaven, the sole prerogative o f employment is left to Mars in Leo. 
According to Arcana, 364, Mars denotes all trades wherein fire, metals, or sharp 
instruments are used ; Leo also denotes any trade which uses fire, and, in short, the 
native is a manufacturer o f  knives j hence the Rule in the Arcana is fully corrobo
rated in this horoscope.

Mars angular, and orientally elevated, in sextile o f the M oon, and ruler o f the 
2nd, and the trine o f Pars Fortunatue, and the last significator received o f by the 
lord o f employment will make the occupation profitable. A s the native is a busi
ness consonant with his natal inclinations, he must confidently anticipate adequate 
success and perfection in the prosecution o f it. A s to the general success and pro
fitable period, he must expect it from about thirty to forty-five years o f age, as Mars 
is angular in the Midheaven. H is 29th year will be profitable in business from the 
Sun being in benevolent aspect o f both Jupiter and Mars, the latter by secondary 
direction will be productive o f success in a far more eminent degree than any pri
mary direction. A t about the age o f 29\ years there will be danger o f loss con
nected with a bill, or signing or accepting a Promissory N o te : now against this 
mode o f procedure he must have a most decided objection, else almost final pecu
niary ruin. His 2.Sth year will be indifferent for business, but the particular times 
o f  both success or otherwise are pointed out in the effects o f the Arcs o f Directions.

w e a l t h .

In this nativity whatever appertain to temporal possessions seem peculiarly to 
coincide with what concerns his business. T o  ascertain, therefore, the amount o f 
worldly possessions in any rational degree, we are to consider the position o f the 
Part o f Fortune, with the nature and strength o f Mars which governs it, together 
with his configurations and position in aspect to other stars. Now Mars assumes 
the dominion over the Part o f Fortune, and that martial and business-like star is 
elevated, aud being ruler o f the 2nd, with the M oon therein, and Mars and M oon 
in trine aspect with each other, and both in trine o f the Part of Fortune, are most 
potent testimonies o f acquiring a moderate share o f this world’s great plague. 
Mars here will conduce to wealth through the instrumentality o f business. The 
native must bear in mind not to change bis present for any other calling in life, 
though be may extend bis present occupation to any prudent extent be possibly 
can. Tw o most important drawbacks in bis retaining riches are the square o f 
Venus to the Part o f Fortune, and the luminaries just past ail opposition o f each 
other. Again, as the Sun is in square to Jupiter in the 5th, he w ill be obnoxious 
to loss through a strong inclination to speculate in things entirely unconnected with 
his business : nevertheless, by care and timely precaution, a sufficiency o f good for
tune will attend him— yet,

Fortune, with malicious jo y ,
Does man her share oppress ;
Proud o f her office to destroy,
Is seldom pleased to bless.
Still various, and inconstant still,
Rut with an inclination to be ill 
Promotes, degrades, delights in strife,
And makes a lottery of life.
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Let him enjoy her while she’s kind ;
Hut when she’s in the wind,
And shakes her wings, and will not stay,
Then puff the Prostitute away.

HONOR AND DIGNITY.

Things which relate to honor and dignity are deduced from the disposition o f the 
luminaries, and the familiarity o f the stars by which they are surrounded. Both 
the luminaries are in masculine signs, a strong position which prognosticates the 
native will rise above the station o f life in which he was bom  ; although neither of 
the great lights is angular; but Mars angular, in sextilo o f the Sun and trine o f 
the M oon, will generally keep him up through steadiness o f character and benevo
lence o f disposition— notwithstanding the cadent position o f the Sun.

MARRIAGE.

As the law o f marriage is according to the divine ordinance o f the Sopremo Being, 
and evidently established from the beginning o f things, as well for the »propagation 
o f the species as for the mutual happiness o f the sexes, it were senseless to suppose 
human nature void o f the impulse o f reciprocal love ; or the involuntary actions o f 
the soul, by which it is moved towards the object o f its affections, have not a cause 
in the order o f nature. H ence, Si. Jerome, in his Comment on Matthew xviiu ML 
observes, u  Great is tin* Dignity <rf souls that every man from his first rising and 
appearing under the stars in his tudivih/, hath an angel delegated to him for his 
custody or safety.”

T o investigate this paint, the position and constitution o f the M oon must be par
ticularly considered. This is a natus that contradicts both Worsdale and Zedkiul 
will» regard to the marriage being early.

“Worsdale says, the Moon is in the oriental quadrant when she wants 15 degrees 
to complete her first quartile aspect with the Sun and her orientality terminates 
when sin* has just 19 degrees and 15 minutes to go before she arrives at her «p|H>- 
sition. In some nativities which I have seen o f his, he says, the Moon is oriental 

from  her conjunction to her opposition o f tin* Sun. The student can take which of 
these directions, from this infallible writer, he or she thinks proper. Now', according 
to this author's dictum the M oon is occidental, consequently a late marriage would 
be  prognosticated.

ZAdkiel says, the Sun and M oon are oriental betweeu the 1st and the 10th and its 
opposite quarter, and are occidctitul between the 10th and 7th aud its tqqtosite 
•quarter.

The M oon is occidental according to both these Authors, and o f course a late mar
riage. N ow, the fact is, he was married very young, according to the Arcana, 394., 
which I  recommend the reader to study well. The orientality and occidcmtality are 
there explained, according to both nature and the G reek yuatlrijjartile o f Ptolemy.

In this natus the Moon is in her oriental orientality and a few hours past her op
position, therefore an early marriage was astrally predicted, which accordingly took 
place.

The fjuality o f tin; wife is described by that planet to which the M oon first makes 
familiarity, especially if that planet lias dominion over the 7th house or western 
angle. In this horoscope the M oon first applies to the ruler o f the 7th, which is 
Mars, and inclines the wife to ho masterful, hut prudent, rational, a true friend, 
and magnanimous. As Mars is in good aspoct o f the Moon he will be fortunate 
enough to obtain a wife industrious, frugal, and a good housewife.

CHILDREN.

The principal significator o f offspring, in this geniture, is Jupiter, ruler o f the 
5th, located therein ; Jupiter is a fruitful planet, and the sign Pisces is a giver o f 
issue, from which I conclude the native will have a family bom  ; yet as Mars is in 
the sign Leo, on the 10th, and the Dragon’s Tail in the llt li , both o f these divisions 
signifying children, together with the Sun in the 8th, in square o f Jupiter in the 
5th, as well as the M oon being in square o f Jupiter, prognosticate death to some o f 
the children— Arcana, 419.

Feminine signs on the 5th and 11th cusps denote females will be chiefly horn ; bat 
Jupiter in the 5th masculine, and Mercury in square o f Mars, as well as sextilo of
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Jupiter, portend males will also be born but will die. Venus in trine o f Jupiter 
will give one club! to live, and Venus being in a double-bodied sign will give an
other female child to grow to maturity, and more especially as Venus is governess 
o f the Ascendant, elevated in the feminine sign Cancer— Arcana 421» The na
tive has already lost two children. N ow , as Venus and Jupiter are well con- 
fignrated together, the children will mutually assist each other, and sisterly love 
will generally abide between them, Arcana 423. The benevolent Jupiter in the 5th, 
in trine o f the native’s-natal significatrix, is indicative o f his enjoying much happi
ness with his children-; that is, with those that survive infancy, or seven years 
o f age»

FRIENDSHIP AND ENMITV.

As to the friends o f  the native, unrelated, we have to consider the constitution o f 
the scheme, as well as to observe the luminaries and the Ascendant, as also the 11th 
house. As there is not much mutual reception among the planets in the horoscope 
but Mercury afflicted by Mars, and the unfortunate node in the 11th, are not fa
vourable for friends being very substantial, but as Mercury rules the house o f ene
mies, and the»«* two planets, Mercury and Venus, in sextile, declare that his foes 
will never be malignantly disposed to afflict him— nor, indeed, can they be while 
Venus is a benevolent and ruler o f the Ascendant.

TRAVELLING»

The Part o f Fortune just abTut to go down beneath the western horizon, the Sun 
just fallen from a cadent cusp, namely, the 9th, are testimonies o f  some perigrina- 
tions. The M oon in Sagittary w ill cause frequent changes o f residence. As Mars 
is in the 10th house, and ruler o f the 2nd and 7th, as well as the Part o f Fortune in 
the 7th, declare he will take journeys for the sake o f gaining orders in his business. 
Travelling into France, Scotland, and America would be beneficial.

EFFECTS OF DIRECTIONS.

The year 1847 if  one o f  much an.iiety, portending both good and evil. The be
ginning o f July brings the M oon to trine o f Saturn converse, ns well as the same 
aspect secondarily, which, according to the position o f the Moon at birth, will denote 
pecuniary advantages connected with business from America. T he benefit u p p ers  
to accrue from an old friend. H erschi’l transited over the place o f Saturn in the fith 
the early part o f  this year, produced indisposition with a lowness o f spirit. T he 
2nd week in August will bring tucces I in business, and money, or a debt obtained, 
bu t the 4th week in September will ti ruble him with a disappointment in money 
connected with trade. N ot well to sp irnlnte during the latter part o f September. 
Tn October Venus and the Moon form a biquintile, the native will experience an 
augmentation o f  prosperity and felicit;?— at this time the Sun and Jupiter form 
aspect for benefit. Herscliel retrogradii ig  in the 6th, Saturn in the 4th, Mars in 
the 7th, and Venus in the 12th, are testi monies o f indisposition in his family, with 
anxiety o f  mind. On December 6th, th e  luminaries are in conjunction on tho 
M oon ’s place in tho 2nd, bids him look w til to health and pecuniary matters.

1848 commences with the M oon in ses< misquare o f Venus, this will bring some 
affliction to the native’s wife, either in bo. \y or mind— a female will attempt to in
jure him in reputation ; some loss, withou t he exercise great precaution and vigi
lance. February appears to bring its share o f disappointment from the Moon being 
in square o f  Jupiter— the last week in April, increase o f business and general satis
faction— not well to take any long journey d firing May. Tho revolution figure has 
14 degrees o f Taurus on the southern angle, v ith  Venus in the 10th, and the Sun, 
ruler o f Leo, on the Ascendant, with the In binaries in sextile configuration, are 
strong testimonies o f  success in business. T h  5 Moon has returned to the place o f 
Saturn, the former is in sextile o f the radical Mercury, rul«>r o f the 11th, the house 
connected with money concerned in business, rs well as ruler o f the 2nd, the com 
mon angle o f pecuniary affairs, these portend b snefit in business. Jupiter, ruler o f 
the 5th and 8th, in square o f  Hersrhei, predicts affliction in the younger branches 
o f the family. Venus, ruler o f the 10th in the r evolution, and o f the Ascendant in 
the radix, with Jupiter and Mars in trine,offer Oj iportunities for speculation which 
will be advantageous at 28 years 3 months, wiV*n the Sun forms a trine with 
Jupiter.
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1840. In tl»' Spring nnd Summer o f tin's year success seems to attend hi« busi
ness engagements, and he must now make efforts for establishing his future reputa
tion, for at this time Jupiter will lie transiting Mars’s plare in the KKb, in trine o f  
Herscliel near the 7th. I now recommend the native to he Very active in trade 
matters, for the fall o f the year will not be so prosperous ;

But who can heboid the busy ant 
And not prepare for future want.

Soon after Midsummer the Sun in lialfsquare o f M ercury, with Herschel on the' 
Part o f Fortune, warn him not to sign any writings, neither give nor accept note» 
o f promise ; he must enter into no lawsuit, and he can be a» careful as he likes in 
reference to hi* health; danger o f suffering and being traduced by the vulgar. 
This advice serves for the residue o f this year.

1850. This year till the native arrive at tin; age o f 2D1 years 11 month*, ¡»attended 
with indisposition, nnd it will not be well for him to take any journoys, as they 
would be detrimental both to health and to circumstance*. But April brings the 
M oon to a secondary textile o f Jupiter, health improves, and all his transaction* 
turn out satisfactory. A t 30 year* and 1 month, Mercury trines Jupiter, according 
to my new metliod o f  direction*, and the native may now expect good success in hi» 
undertakings.

1851 enters with the Sun in sextile o f Venus, a flourishing time, and wife’s health 
is good. A t 30 year* !) months live temperately and take cooling m edicine, for at 
about 31 years 2 months Venn* trines Herschel, he may be disposed to pleasure
taking and a surfeit will ho likely to trouble the native. A ll other affair* will be  
satisfactory.

1852 will bo a year o f  good fortune ; health in his family prevails, contentment o f  
m ind— yet, in March, he will he rather under an evil tongue ns Herschel and Sa
turn will he in conjunction in the 7th house. Business is good, and a journey will 
be taken. August is lrkely to-product* false friends, and I believe somo o f  his pre
tended friends will forge upon him, o f this he must beware. T he year end* with 
prospects o f future success.

1853. A t 32 years 9 month* the Part o f Fortuni forms a sextile with the Sun 
from the 7th and 9th houses, honorable disbursements, many friends above his own 
rank, yet will not save much m oney, as he will be disposed to extend his business- 
or improve his residence. A bout when he arrives at 33 years o f  age, by secondary 
motion, the Moon opposes Mars, it will not b o  well to take any journey o f  import
ance ; although he might gain by it, but would suffer in his health. Toward the 
close o f the year disappointment in the receiving *ome expected hill, a little falling 
off in business. I  fear lie will he disposed to h i  extravagant, which must he avoided.

1854. Jupiter this year will traverse the 3rd house, disposing the native to short 
journeys o f pleasure, as Jupiter will he in trine o f both Herschel nnd Saturn, he- 
may venture to take them. In April'and Mn.y succeeds in law if  engaged therein—  
he may have a child born. A  year o f general satisfaction in alf his important 
procedure.

1855. Aged .3f  years 9 months, the Sun attains a semisquare o f Saturn, which is 
a symbolical token o f death in the family. As Jupiter, ruler o f  the 5fit nnd 3rd will 
also he in square o f Herschel from the 7'th and 4th houses— indisposition to the 
native from catching cold in the shoulder i, very likely rheumatism in the arms and 
shoulders. Moon sextile Jupiter in the fodiac brings profitable transactions. Tim 
year terminates rather gloomily in the fam ily’* health— although I do not anticipate 
any very serious and lasting sickness.

185fi. This year commence* with ll le opposition o f tire M oon and Venus, pro
ducing sickness to wife nnd other fem aje members o f  the family— he is rery liable 
at this time to make unprofitable bargains, with nnnovnnces from females. This 
will be succeeded by the opposition o f the M oon and M ercury, and Jupiter square 
o f  Saturn hv ephemeral m otion, I fear death o f a child, hi* »errant* or workmen 
will he dishonest, by wliom lie will suffer either by fraud or thievery.

1857. A t this period most transactions go uniformly forward with general satis
faction from the Ascendant trine Ju piter, tho latter transiting the place o f the Part 
o f Fortune—honorable em ploym ent, with an augmentation o f family. During 
August, Saturn will pass over the ) jlacc o f Venu* in the 9th, the native will be de
sirous o f forming new acqpaintanc ss.
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1858. This year does not enter so favourably as one could wiili from the sesqui- 

square o f Herschel and Sol which appears to prognosticate death o f a male relation. 
I think it is likely to be the native’s father, as Herschel is ruler o f the 4th house \ 
but the Sun quintile o f Venus quickly follows, the native’s own health will be to
lerably good, and he becomes acquainted with a person who will ultimately becom e 
his friend. In  the Summer, namely, at the age o f 38 years, 2 months, the M . C. 
trine Luna, gives an increase o f fortune, and a profitable journey : the year ends 
with the M oon sextile o f Jupiter secondarily, is also profitable in business* and 
satisfactory in accounts.

1851) will not be so fortunate as the foregoing years have generally been, yet 
nothing peculiarly evil is likely to occur, therefore the gentleman ought to be 
thankful- H ow many have had reason to In,* thankful, for being disappointed in 
designs which they earnestly pursued, but which, if successfully accomplished, have 
afterwards seen would have occasioned their ruin ! Indisposition is threatened; 
but by timely care will not be seriously experienced.

1860. This year is prosperous, as the Moon will be in trine o f Saturn, he may 
expect to do well in business, especially in connexion with Saturnine persons, who 
are somewhat advanced in years. Ascendant trine o f Venus is a manifestation o f  
good health and contentment, which will be experienced during the whole year-

1861. This year has no very powerful aspects, except the Zodiacal square o f the 
Sun and Saturn, which will impair the native's health, and produce tardiness in the 
progress o f business. This aspect is one that I first believed would be fatal, and 
bring the mortal life to a termination ; but I trust will not be so serious, only a 
tardiness in trade- l ie  must fortify his mind against despondency, for the man o f 
true fortitude is like the castle built on a rock, which defies the attacks o f surround
ing waters ; the man o f a feeble and timorous spirit, is like the hut placed on the 
shore, which every wind shakes, and every wave overflows.

1862. The M oon in rapt parallel o f Ilerschel, not-well to speculate— keep from 
all precipices, railways, and machinery— it is dangerous to bathe, or even to go near 
water ; he must not take a journey this year.

1863. Prosperity attends the native this year, with health from Jupiter transit
ing the Ascendant— yet as there will be an eclipse o f the Sun in the 8th house, a 
death in the family is denoted.

1864. Jupiter near the 2nd cusp, most o f the first half o f  the year will produce 
pecuniary benefits, and the latter half will be taken up in trotting and trudging 
about in short journeys, which may be taken, as the positions foreshow moderate 
satisfaction o f  the same-

1865. at 41 years, 10 months, Sol .-esqm square Jupiter, bids the native hate no
thing to do with lawyers, and as little transactions as possible with religious enthu
siasts— in other things no lasting misfortune. At 44 years, 11 months, together 
with secondary direction, is a ¿¿w t zodiacal sextile o f 8ol and Mercury— muff* ac
tive business, studious, and the native is inclined to literary things and persons.

1866. M .C . trine Herschel, esteem in a public way- T he Sun trine Jupiter, is 
a fortunate aspect, as I have proved by a new method o f calculation. The Summer, 
sees a conjunction o f the Part o f Fortune and the Sun, many new profitable friends 
o f his own rank, his employment is flourishing.

1S67. Sol conjuuction o f Venus, new method, at 47 years, 4 months, pleasure 
and conteutuient. Ascendant trine o f the M oon’s fortunate node, health, honor, 
and many friends.

1868. This year produces nothing very important, hut the secondary conjunction 
o f the M oon and Mars will give a little inflammatory action in the system.

1869. N o aspects o f importance but the Moon in semisquare o f Jupifef, at 
48 years, 8 months, and Luna’s opposition o f Jupiter by  secondary motion, yet as 
Jupiter is not a malific, no great evil may be anticipated. In April, Jupiter is 
again on the place o f Par*, which will bring slight pecuniary advantage.

1870. Moon trine Venus converse, health o f body and pleasurable jou rneys; 
but March will bring a do pro " io n  in trade and bad debts, pains in the head and in
flammation in the eyes, but as Venus is in sextile o f the M oon, this affliction will 
not endure long. The end o f the year brings the Sun into conjunction o f Venus in 
the 9th, a journey on the water might be taken with advantage, connected with 
trade: also a further corroberation o f  success in business is shewn by the M . C. 
being in parallel with the Sun and the Moon in sextile o f Mercury.

1871. This year is also fortunate for the Part o f Fortune is in sextile o f M er-
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cury, good bargain» may bo made. The M . C. in semisquare o f Venus is indica
tive o f contention with a female with slight scandal on liis character.

1872. This year is likely to produce unexpected disesteem, danger o f  accident, 
and death in the family. These two last years have not been so fortunate, hut let 
the native remember, man, always prosperous, would be giddy and insolent; always 
afflicted, would he sullen and despondent. Hopes and fears, joy  and sorrow, are, 
therefore, so blended in life, as both to give room for worldly pursuits, and to recall, 
from time to time, the admonitions o f conscience and reflection.

1873. This is a year o f  good luck and happiness, one or two journeys o f  success 
connected with his occupation. The native must now exert himself, he has a pros
perous trade, and quick returns. Herschel is on the 10th most o f the year.

1874. Early in this year he will suffer bodily affliction, danger o f accidents from 
fire, or falls— ho must be careful not to clim b, neither place himself under where 
any sharp instrument hangs— decidedly his health is impaired, and death appears 
to wait for him— yet he knows the hope o f future happiness is a perpetual source o f 
consolation. Under trouble, it sooths his mind ; amidst temptation, it supports his 
virtue; and in his dying moments will enable him to say, “  O death! where is thy 
sting ? O grave! where is thy victory ?”

1875. This year is not one o f m uch importance, and if  the native have survived 
the last directions, the opposition o f Mars and Jupiter, at fifty-six, will bring loss 
by speculations through the means o f friends.

1876. Success may now be looked fo r ; business flourishes, which will continue 
till his sixtieth year, at which time he will decline the turmoils o f commerce. M ixed 
as his probatiouaryship has been, he will find he will have experienced more happi
ness than misery, more pleasure than pain, in this world o f anxiety.

1878. His 59th year is happy and content, and he will see the settlement o f one 
o f his children— in 1880, he declines from the world, and we trust feels his soul 
anchored in the ocean o f the great Disposer o f all things.

Address to the native,

In this my labour thou wilt be benefited if  thou takest timely wanting herein 
found— when in the gloomy shades o f adverse fortune look forward to the rising o f 
the sun o f prosperity which will be able to recompense thee for thy patience and 
prudent resignation— thou wilt, with weeping eyes, commit to the grave the off
spring o f thy affections— as well as the friend o f thy youth and the beloved partner 
whose tender attachment lightened the road of life. B ehold! they are not dead, 
thou wilt, ere thy race be run, know that they live in a better region w ith their Sa
viour and their God ; that still thou helioTdest thy place in their memory ; and that 
thou »halt soon meet them to part no more. Dost thou look forward with trembling 
to the days o f darkness, when thy pulse shall have become lo w ; when the cold 
damps are gathered on thy brow, ami the mournful looks o f thy attendants have told 
thee, that the hour o f thy departure is come. T o  the mere natural man, this scene 
is awful and alarming ; but if  thou art a Christian, if thou knowest and obeyest the 
truth, thou needest¿ear no evil. The shadows which hang over the valley of death 
shall retire at thy approach, and thou »halt see beyond it the spirits o f the just, and 
an innumerable company o f angels, the future companions o f thy bliss, bending 
from their thrones to cheer thy departed soul, and to welcome thee into everlasting 
habitations..
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The thirty-sixth S O L A R  R E V O L U T IO N  of a talented Lady.

FIGURE LII.

lent aspect, with that o f the Radix. Sagittary rising, consequently Jupiter is ruler 
o f this year o f the nathe’s existence ; and that fortunate planet in exaltation por
tends good, hut not so uninterruptedly so as he is in opposition o f Venus and square 
o f Ilersch el; nevertheless the native will be inclined to use great civilities, to deal 
honestly, and to pay uniform and sincere regard to religion and devotion without 
hypocrisy. Jupiter being in the dignities o f the M oon in the 7th, although retro
grade, the lady this year shall overcome all enemies, and the weapons formed against 
her shall not prosper.

W e will now take the judgm ent from the houses o f the revolution and radix, and 
compare the figures in order to draw proper and philosophical conclusions, accord
ing to the improved state o f the science.

\st House, the Pun rules this in the radix, and Jupiter the year o f revolution. 
The Sun at birth was in his fall and received Jupiter, while the latter planet is in 
exaltation, which renders the mind more contented, and more especially as the two 
Ascendant* are in trine aspect with each other. The Moon holds good familiarity 
with Venus, who rules the 8th, or house o f death, and Jupiter located near the 
8th ; that fortunate body well located in the 7 th, or house o f marriage, inclines the 
lady to enter the hyraenia] state during her 36th year; which might take place if he
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had not been in square o f Herschel, co-ruler o f the 7th at birth, from this I do not 
see that marriage will take place, more especially a* there are no primary direction» 
this year to indicate matrimony.

O f the 2nd H om e— the infortunes Herschel and Saturn have chief dominion over 
the 2nd, the house bearing symbolically upon pecuniary affairs; the Sun located in 
the house o f riches, 1 have always found an indication o f the native's having too 
great a predilection to be extravagant, or to spend unnecessarily: against this com
mon female failing I advice our client to be on her guard.

The 3rd House lias signification o f brothers, sisters, short journeys, and so on. 
Jupiter is principal ruler o f the 3rd, as Pisces is on the cusp thereof, with the 
M oon’s south, or unfortunate node, threatens ill health to brethren, and indisposi
tion in the short journeys o f the native, if she take any this year. Jupiter in good 
aspect o f the M oon indicates harmony and good feeling between the native and her 
brothers and sisters, as also her neighbours, although she will be envied by a neigh
bour who is often indisposed.

The Ath House has not much signification in this n&tus, yet Mars governs the 4th 
in square o f Sol, ruler o f the 8tli, may signify a death in the family.

The 5th House denotes speculations, pleasure, and children. Venus, governess o f 
the 5th, in the 1st, denotes gain by speculations ; the native takes pleasure, and 
will be very successful among female youth ; she will prosper by means o f females, 
and have success as an educationist.

The 6th House portends the quality and condition o f servants, sickness, and small 
cattle. Venus and Mercury are indicators o f the native’s health and servants. 
Venus afflicted by nn opposition o f Jupiter and square o f Herschel, portend threat
ening indisposition, but nothing o f consequence.

O f the 7th House, which has reference to marriage and public enemies. Mercury 
ruler o f marriage, in conjunction o f Saturn, denotes, were the native married, she 
would be liable to many domestic annoyances, arising from the lady's family. All 
enemies will be overcome, for Jupiter is stronger than Mercury, ruler o f the 7th 
house; Mercury, detrimented, is a sure and powerful testimony that the native, 
this year, will overcome and vanquish all her adversaries.

The 8/A House shews judgm ent concerning the wills and inheritance o f persons 
deceased. The Moon is prime governess o f the 8th, but n otin  a position tor pro* 
ducing gain from legacy ; or otherwise profit from tho deceased friends, therefore 
gain in these considerations need not be anticipated.

The 9th House denotes religion and long journeys ; the dragon’s head, together 
with Mercury connected witli this house, are indicative o f a long journey this year, 
which will be profitable to the native ; tho foregoing testimonies declare the lady 
will be seriously disposed towards walking in the path o f religion, more than 
ordinary.

The 1 Oth H ouse, Mars in square o f the Ascendant, in the radix, gives difficulties 
in professional engagements, with danger o f loss in connection therewith. Venus 
in opposition o f Jupiter, the former ruler o f the ]0th, and the latter that o f the As
cendant, will require the lady to use every effort in her power to keep up a respect
able establishment, and be very circumspect to keep up her respectability.

The 11 th House signifies friends and acquaintance o f the native, and Mars is ruler 
o f this hou.se, but being weak does not shew any important négociations among 
fri.nds ; she must not trust too much to the fidelity and friendship of domestics and 
servants.

The \2th House indicates private enemies, their capability and strength, M ar» 
rules them, as ruler o f this house, but is weak, manifests that the native’s enemies, 
this year, will not be very potent, consequently not much to be feared.

March, 1848.
This month, for the first time in this lady’s natus, the planet Herschel enters on 

the cusp o f the Midheaven, which, I believe, will be a testimony o f her professional 
pursuits being improved— this planet will transit in the 10th, or house o f  business, 
till July, 1854, and will be productive o f fluctuations in her profession, yet» on the 
whole, I trust, bo beneficial. The 13th day will he perplexing, but not of import
ant consequence ; the 15th, favourable for honor and health. The month is not 
good for journeying. The Moon in gesquisquare o f Mars, in the zodiac, by pri
mary direction, look well to health, and do not exposo herself to falls and fire.

April, 1848.
The 8th day is evil for doing business, and the 25th for making friends; the 5th 

for making purchases, bargains and so on. Improvements in professional procedure.
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M ay, 1848.
The 3rd is unfortunate for pleasure and speculations, the 3rd week ill for health ; 

the 17th, Mars and Jupiter in conjunction in the 12th o f radix, and 8th o f revolu
tion, bids the lady to keep peace with all persons, and not to trust to fem ales; the 
end o f the month promises some good in connection with her profession/

June, 1848.
The 13th day brings the sun on the moon's place, is excellent for female frieud"’ 

ship and honorable acquaintance, About the 22nd, favour from women, with some 
promises o f  future benefit.

July, 1848.
The evil days o f this month are when the moon passes over bad places, the 19th 

and 22nd ; the fortunate days are the 1st and 6th, also the 3rd, when tire sun passes 
over the place of Jupiter in the revolution. The half year will open much to the 
lady’s anticipation, and she must make all effort possible, and she will find it pro- 
fitable, as the sun and Jupiter form a conjunction in Leorin her natal ascendant. 
Mercury retrograding in the 12th, bids her beware not to trust too much to literary 
characters, especially those males who appear very friendly.

August, 1848.
N o journey should be taken, for Mars transiting the house o f short jaunts, she 

must stay at home. Jupiter, near the ascendant, it) conjunction o f Mercury, is 
good for making engagements— an active period. In the 3rd week some pecuniary 
benefit occurs rather unexpectedly, for Mercury trines llerschel from the 2nd and 
10th houses. This 6th month from the natal month brings the ascendant to the 
biquintile o f Venus in the zodiac, good health, new friends and courtship. The 
most unfavourable days are the 7th and 9 th ; favourable, are the !3tb , 26th, and 
27th,

September, 1848.
I f  the lady desire to take any short journey she may venture about the 2nd week, 

About the 14th, health is threatened, be careful not to take cold ; for Venus tran
sits a square aspect o f Saturn from the cusps o f the 4tli and 6th mansions; Mercury 
joins Venus in the 4th, would he beneficial in pointing out the obtaining o f pro
perty, but unfortunately Venus squares her own place, and frustrates the promised 
good. Days on which to take advantage o f the s/y/ts o f tire stars are the 4th, after
noon ; the 9th towards evening ; and the 22nd.

October, 1818,
The 13th is evil for all things, therefore the native should be careful not to make 

engagements, and to be indifferent in forming acquaintances, or even conversing 
with any than her own domestics, for the sun and Mars are in conjunction on the 
4tli cusp in opposition of Herschel near tlie upper meridian, ill for honor and busi
ness, as well as for money, as Sol rules the 2nd, as for speculations, as Mars is go
vernor o f the 10th and 5th, in the radix, and o f the 11 th, I2th, and li l i  o f the n vo
lution. Jupiter, co-ruler o f the 5th at birth, and o f the ascendant o f the revolution 
is in trine o f Herschel, this will certainly act as an ameliorator o f the threatened an
noyance.

November, 1848.
Sun on Herschel's place on the 19th and 20th, danger o f  pecuniary losses, indis- • 

position is threatened this month, other matters not amiss.
Decem ber, 1848.

The beginning is indicative o f felicity and general contentment in her profes
sional engagements ; about the 10th, health is threatened, hut tin sun in trine o f 
Jupiter will mitigate the fell influence o f the Sun square Saturn. Mars on his own 
place, speculations are anticipated, which I trust will be realized to the natives ex
pectations. The great benevolent is near the cusp o f the 2nd, which is indicative 
o f beneficial and satisfactory transactions.

January, 1849.
This year commences with a triné o f Venus and Herschel from the iffth and 5th, 

future good is portended, o f the nature o f her professional employments, she must 
make efforts, and introduce herself to the notice o f  ladies o f respectability. On the 
23rd. we find the sun on Mercury's place, business improves. Ou the 26th, M er
cury transits the dragon's tail in the 7th, enemies against whom to contend, but 
they cannot do any harm evenlnallv. The best days are the 6th, 9th, 10th, 1 Mb

II H
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early, and the last week in the mouth. Avoid doing business o f any importance cm 
18th afternoon, 19th, 22nd, and the 25th days.

February, 1849.
The 6th has an opposition o f the Sun and Jupiter from the 7th and 1st, dispute' 

not with any party 1 although the native would be conqueror, shun the very appear
ance o f evil. On the 22nd, Venus in conjunction o f Herschel, near the cusp o f ther 
house of honor, is beneficial, and productive of her forming some new acquaintance 
with a lady who patronizes her. Mars on Saturn’s place, near the cusp o f the 6th, 
on the 7th day, speaks loudly for the native to take care o f health ; she must not 
dispute with servants. A ll other affairs seem unimportant.

ON C O M E T S .

(Continued from  p age 201.)

I f ,  th en , w e a p p ly  th e se  rem ark s  to  th e  m o t io n s  o f  th e c o m e t s ,  w e  
sh a ll arrive  at th is  c o n c lu s io n ,  th at c o m e ts , at o r  n ear th e ir  aphelia, 
o r  g rea test d is ta n ce  fr o m  th e  su n , are s e n s ib ly  a ffe c ted  b y  th e  re la tiv e  
g ra v ita tio n  to w a rd s  th e  n ea rest star, s o  th at I  th in k  w e m a y  re a s o n 
a b ly  in fe r  th a t th e ir  o r b its , at th e ir  a p h e lia , c a n n o t  b e  p e r fe c t ly  e l l ip 
t ica l, a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  th e y  w ill a ssu m e a m o r e  c o m p lic a te d  cu r v e , 
a n d  b e c o m e  e ith e r  a cce le ra te d  o r  re ta rd ed  in  th e ir  o rb its , a c c o r d in g  
t o  th e  fo r c e  o f  re la tiv e  g r a v it y ,  w h ich  m a y  a c c o u n t  in  a  g r e a t  m e a 
su re  fo r  th e se e m in g  d is c r e p a n c ie s  in  th e  sev era l re tu rn s  o f  H a l le y 's  
c o m e t .

C o m e ts ,  at o r  n ea r  th e ir  p e r ih e lio n , m a y  p r o b a b ly  d e s c r ib e  p o r 
t io n s  o f  reg u la r  e llip se s , b u t as th ey  w a n d er in to  th e d e p th s  o f  sp a ce  
to  rf ach  th e ir  a p h e lia , th e ir  m o t io n s  m a y  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o m p lic a te d  ; 
a n d  h e n c e  w e arc a p t  t o  in fe r  th at th is m o t io n  w o u ld  be in co n s is te n t  
w ith  th e  p e r fe c t io n s  o f  C rea tiv e  w isd o m  and m a g n ific e n t  d e s ig n , b u t 
i f  w e a b a n d o n  th e e l l ip t ic  th e o ry  in th e  o rb its  o f  c o m e ts ,  w e  m u st 
c o n c lu d e  th at c o m e ts  o f  lo n g  p e r io d s , at le a st, d e s c r ib e  e ith e r  p a r a b o 
l ic  o r  h y p e r b o l ic  cu r v e s , a n d  th e re fo re  fly  o f f  t o  o th e r  s y s te m s , th ere  
t o  d is ch a rg e  th e ir  n ig h t ly  fu n c t io n s , a n d , a fter  v is it in g  o n e  sy s te m  
a fter  a n o th e r , to  retu rn  to  o u r  s y s te m , in  a  p e r io d  o f  tim e s o  d is ta n t , 
as t o  o b ta in  th e n a m e  o f  new comets.

I f  it b e c o m e  at all a q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  c o m e ts  d o  m o v e  in  parabolic 
o r  hyperbolic cu r v e s , w e  h a v e  o n ly  to  e x a m in e  a few  ca ses  o f  c o m e ts  
w h ich  m u st h a v e  m o v e d  in  o n e  o r  o th e r  o f  th ese  c u r v e s .

H e g io  M o n ta n o s  d is c o v e r e d  th a t th e  c o m e t  o f  17-12 m o v e d  w ith  
su ch  a v e lo c i t y  as to  d e s c r ib e  an a rc  o f  4 0  d e g re e s  o f  a g re a t  c ir c le  in  
2-1 h ou rs . N o w  th e  n ea rest d is ta n ce  o f  th is  c o m e t  to  th e earth  w as 
a b o u t  8 ,8 3 0 ,2 0 0  m ile s , a n d  th e  a ctu a l sp a ce  p a ssed  o v e r  b y  th e  c o m e t , 
in  2 4  h o u r s , w as 5 ,7 7 8 ,4 0 0  m ile s , a n d  th e  m o t io n  o f  th e  earth  o n  its 
o r b it  is a b o u t  1 ,643^ 200  m ile s  ; h e n c e , i f  th is  v e lo c i ty  w ere  in crea sed  
in  th e ra tio  o f  1 : y /2 ,  it  w o u ld  a m o u n t  t o  2 ,3 1 0 ,8 0 0  m ile s , a v e lo 
c i t y  th a t  w o u ld  ca rry  o f f  th e  earth  in to  sp a ce  in th e  fo rm  o f  a para
b o l i c  cu rv e . B u t th is  v e lo c i t y  fa lls  s h o r t  o f  th e  v e lo c i ty  o f  th e c o m e t  
b y  3 ,4 6 7 ,6 0 0  m ile s  in  2 4  h o u rs— c o n s e q u e n t ly  l le g io -M o n t a n u s ’ s 
c o m e t  m u s t h a v e  d e s c r ib e d  a  p a r a b o lic  c u r v e . T h is  ca lc u la t io n  is  
m a d e  u p o n  th e  s u p p o s it io n  th a t a lin e  j o i n in g  th e c o m e t  an d  the earth  
w as the s h o r te s t  p o s s ib le ,  v iz .  p e r p e n d ic u la r  to  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  c o m e t '»
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o r b i t ;  h a d  it b e e n  in  a n y  o th e r  p o s it io n , b o th  th e  d is ta n ce  a n d  th e  
v e lo c i t y  m u st h av e  b e e n  m u c h  g rea ter— th is is  ea sy  o f  m a th em a tica l 
d e m o n s tra tio n .

T h e  c o m e t  o f  1 7 4 3  a n d  1 7 4 4  w a s  o b s e r v e d  b y  M r . B e t ts , w h o  c a l
cu la ted  its  p e r ih e lio n  d is ta n ce  at o n e -fo u r th  o f  th e  ea rth ’ s m ea n  d is 
ta n ce  fro m  th e su n . N o w  th e  e a r th ’ s m ea n  v e lo c i t y  is c o m p u te d  to  
b e  1 1 3 5  m ile s  p e r  m in u te , h e n c e  th e  v e lo c i t y  o f  th e  earth , to  r e v o lv e  
in  a c ir c le ,  is  2 2 7 0  m ile s  p e r  m in u te  ; th e n , b y  th e  c o m m o n  ru le  o f  
P r o p o r t io n  1 : \/2 : : 2 2 7 0  : 3 2 1 0  m ile s  p e r  m in u te , a v e lo c i t y  th a t 
w o u ld  ca rry  th e  c o m e t  o f f  in to  sp a ce  in  th e  c u r v e  o f  a p a ra b o la . B u t  
M r . B e tts  ca lcu la te d  th e  v e lo c i t y  o f  th is  c o m e t  to  b e  at least “  9 0 0 0  
m ile s  a m in u te ,”  s o  th a t th e c o m e t  m u st h a v e  g o n e  o f f  in  a  h y p e r b o 
l i c  cu rv e  ; as fig. p a g e  15G.

A  c o m e t  w as o b s e r v e d  in  1 7 7 0 , at P a le r m o ,*  “ th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  
w h ic h ,”  says B r y d o n e ,  “  w as a lm o s t  d u e  N o r th , a n d  its v e lo c i t y  a l
to g e th e r  a m a z in g . W e  d id  n o t  o b s e r v e  it s o  m in u te ly  th e  t n o o r  
th re e  first n ig h ts  o f  its a p p e a ra n ce  ; b u t  o n  th e  3 0 th  o f  J u n e  it w as at 
o u r  z e n ith , la t. 3 8  d e g . 4 0  m in . lo n g . 1 3  d e g .,  a b o u t 5 m in u tes  a lter 
m i d n i g h t : a n d  o n  th e  1 s t o f  J u ly  it p a ssed  4  d e g re e s  to  th e e r s t  of 
th e  P o la r  star, n e a r ly  at 4 0  m in u te s  a fter  e ig h t— so  th at, in k ss than 
2 4  h o u rs , i t  d e s c r ib e d  a g re a t  a rch  in  th e  h e a v e n s , u p w a rd s  of 5 ! d e 
g re e s , w h ich  g iv e s  an id e a  o f  a m a z in g  v e lo c i t y . ”  T h is  corn e l list 
h a v e  far su rp a ssed  th e  fo rm e r  in  v e lo c i t y ,  and con st q u e n t ly  m ust h ave 
fo r m e d  a p a r a b o lic  c u r v e . Ser pope 133  for tlxr tltne/ram.

W it h  th ese  fa cts  b e fo r e  u s  it is v e ry  e v id e n t , th a t, w h en  c o m e ts  are 
so  far r e m o v e d  from  o u r  v ie w , th e ir  o rb its  m u st be m ere  c o n t in g e n -  
c e s , y e t , u p o n  th e f o r e g o in g  h y p o th e s e s ,  a fe e b le  a ttem p t at an illu s 
tra tion  m a y  b e  o ffe re d . B e t  S re p re se n t th e  su n , a n d  s (lie  n earest 
f ix e d  star, A .  P . B.p. C . th e  p a th  o f  a c o m e t . P .  th e c o m e t ’ s p e r i
h e l io n , a n d  p. th e  c o m e t ’ s s te lla r  p e r ih e lio n , i f  w e  m a y  u se  th e te r m , 
a. B . th e  l in e  o f  e q u a l g r a v ita t io n , S . e. th e  a x is  o f  th e  cu r v e , o r  
c o m e t ’ s p a th , A . P . a n d  S . a. th e  a x is  o f  th e  c u rv e  B . p. C , th en  th e 
c u r v e  B . P . A .  w ill b e  e q u a l  a n d  s im ilar to  th e  c u rv e  II. p . C . ; a lso , 
th e  a n g le s  w h ich  th e  a x e s  m a k e w ith  th e  lin e  S . s. jo in in g  th e  sun  
a n d  star w ill b e  e q u a l to  e a ch  o th e r , v iz . e. S . s. eq u a l a. s. S. N o w , 
s u p p o s e  th e  c o m e t  t o  h a v e  a rr iv e d  at B . th e p o in t  o f  eq u a l a ttra ction , 
th e n , in stea d  o f  its d e s c r ib in g  a r ig h t  lin e , B . t., a  ta n g e n t o l  th e 
c o m e t 's  p a th , it w ill fall in to  th e  a ttra ction  o f  th e  star s, (p r o b a b ly  
a n o th e r  sun  la rg er  th an  th e  su n  o f  ou r  s y s te m , s u rr o u n d e d  b y  its 
p la n e ta ry  w o r ld s ) , a n d  w ill th e re fo re  c o m p le t e  its  o rb it  an d  re tu rn  to  
o u r  sun  ; fo r  i f  w e  c o n c e iv e  th e  sun  S  to  in flu e n c e  th e  c o m e t  in  its 
a p h e lio n  p .. its  m o t io n  w ill b e  s o  s lo w  as s c a r c e ly  to  b e  p e r c e p t ib le , 
w h erea s , i f  th e  star o r  sun  s., attract th e c o m e t  e q u a lly  w ith  th e  su n  S ,  
th en  w e m a y  sa tis fa c to r ily  a c c o u n t  fo r  its  e n tire  o r b it . B u t  th is  w ill 
p r o b a b lv  b e  m o r e  c le a r ly  illu s tra ted  b y  a s su m in g  a n o th e r  p o s s ib le  
c a s e , F i g . h i .

L e t  S. rep resen t th e  su n , and  s. a fix e d  s ta r ; A . P . B . p. C . th e 
p ath  o f  a c o m e t , B . th e  p o in t  o f  e q u a l a ttra ction . N o w , s u p p o s e  th e 
c o m e t  to  h a v e  p a ssed  its  p e r ih e lio n  P . w ith  an a cce le ra te d  v e lo c i ty ,  
a n d  to  h a v e  arr iv ed  at th e  p o in t  o f  eq u a l a ttra ction  B . ,  its p r e se n t v e 
lo c i t y  w ill ca rry  it b e y o n d  th e  p o in t  B ., w h en  it w ill fa ll u n d e r  th e a t-

Vide Brvdoue’ s Tour, vol. ii. p. 141.
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tra c tio n  o f  th e  star s., a n d  th e cu rv e  w ill take a con tra ry  fle x u re  ; a n d  
h e n c e , i f  th e c o m e t 's  m o t io n  be d ir e c t , as seen  fro m  th e su n  S , it  w ill 
b e  re tro g ra d e  as seen  from  th e  star s . O th e r  p o s s ib le  ca ses  m ig h t  
ea s ily  be a ssu m ed  by  a n y  p e r so n  in te re s te d  in th e se  m atters , b u t  I 
w ill o n ly  re fer  t o  o n e  m o r e  d ia g ra m , to  sh ew  th e p o s s ib ility  o f  a c o m e t  
re tu rn in g  to  o u r  sun  aga in  a fter  tr a v e rs in g  the re g ion s  o f  s p a c e , as S ir  
J o h n  H e rse h e l sta tes, in  a tortuous d ir e c t io n .

L e t  S  re p re se n t th e su n , a n d  le t  a. b. c. d. e. be stars, o r  su n s , th e  
ce n tre s  o f  d iffe re n t s y s te m s , a n d  le t  A .  P P  1’ P  P Q  a n d  c, b e  th e  
tortuous path  o f  a  c o m e t . T h e n ,  i f  w e  trace  th is to r tu o u s  path  fro m  
A . t o  Q . w e sh a ll p e r c e iv e ,  i f  th e  h y p e r b o lic  m o t io n s  be c o r r e c t ,  th a t  
a  c o m e t  m a y  fly  olF fro m  th e  su n  o f  o u r  sy stem  in to  th e  u n fa th o m a b le  
d e p th s  o f  s p a c e , v is it  o th e r  s y s te m s , t o  o n e  o f  w h ich  h is  m o t io n s  w ill 
a p p ea r  direct, to  a n o th e r  retrograde.

T h e  d is ta n ce s  o f  th e ir  p e r ih e lio n  m a y  a lso  v a r y  in  d if fe re n t sy s te m s , 
and th u s , a fter  a p p r o a c h in g  sy stem  a fter  s y s te m , it m a y  aga in  b e c o m e  
a ttra cted  b y  o u r  su n , a n d  re v is it  o u r  sy s te m  a fter  th e la p se  o f  m a n y  
g e n e r a t io n s  ; e n te r in g  in to  o u r  sy s te m  in  q u ite  a d if fe re n t part to  w h at 
it  d id  o n  its fo rm e r  v is it , an d  h e n c e  b e  s ty le d  a n ew  c o m e t ; a n d  h e n c e  
a lso , l th in k , a le ss  n u m b e r  o f  c o m e ts  th an  is u su a lly  s ta ted  to  e x is t , 
m ay  a n sw er all th e  p h e n o m e n a  a ttr ib u ted  to  th ese  w a n d e r in g  m e s s e n 
g ers  o f  the D e ity .

In  a ll eases  h ere  m e n t io n e d  it m a y  b e  u r g e d  th at w e  h a v e  c o n s id e r 
ed  th e  sev era l stars, o r  su n s  o f  o th e r  sy s te m s , ¡is s itu ate  in th e sam e 
p la n e  as th e  co rn e t, su ch  a s u p p o s it io n  c a n n o t  a ffe c t  th e a rg u m e n t, 
n o r  ca n  su ch  t i lin g s  b e  d e  fa c to , an d  th e ir  b e in g  s itu ated  in d iffe re n t 
p la n e s  are  c a lcu la te d  to  e x h ib i t  to  an ea rth ly  b e h o ld e r  an a lm o s t  in fi
n ite  v a r ie ty  o f  p h e n o m e n a ; fo r  th e  f ix e d  stars are s itu ate  in  e v e r y  
p o s s ib le  d ir e c t io n  a rou n d  o u r  g lo b e  ; a n d  as c o m e ts  m a v  b e  c o n s id e r 
e d  to  d e s c e n d  in to  o u r  sy stem  fro m  a n y  o f  th e m , w ill a c c o u n t  n o t  
o n ly  fo r  th e  g rea t d if fe re n c e  a n d  v a r ie ty  o f  th e ir  o rb its , b u t fo r  th e ir  
e n te r in g  in to  o u r  v ie w  in  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  p o in t  o f  th e  h ea v en s .

I t  w o u ld  ten d  g r e a t ly  to  th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  c o m e ta ry  a s tr o n o m y , 
i f  a s tro n o m e rs  w o u ld  d e te rm in e  n o t  o n ly  th e tim e w h en  a c o m e t  p a s s e *  
its  p e r ih e lio n , b u t a lso  its v e lo c i ty  at th at p o i n t ;  w e  shall th en  h av e  
a b e tte r  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  ju d g in g  w h e th e r  th e y  m a d e  th e ir  return  in 
re a lly  e ll ip t ica l o r b it s , o r  w h e th e r  th e y  ta k e  th e ir  d ista n t f lig h ts  in to  
s p a ce , in  th e fo rm  o f  p a r a b o lic  a n d  h y p e r b o lic  c u r v e s , a n d  th u s 

“  They shoot by worlds unnumbered and unknown,”  
an d  a fter  the la p s e  o f  a few  y ea rs , c e n tu r ie s , o r  a g es  p r o b a b ly .

u He from his vast excursion through the wild»
O f barren ether, faithful to his time ;
They see the blazing wonder rise anew 
In seeming, terror clad, but kindly bent 
T o  work the will o f All-sustaining love;
From his huge vapoury, perhaps, to shake 
Reviving moisture on the numerous orl>»r 
Through which his long ellipsis winds.”

W h o  ca n  c o n te m p la te  th ese  s tu p e n d o u s  w o rk s  w ith ou t th e  d e e p e s t  
v e n e ra tio n  fo r  th e  D iv in e  C r e a t o r ;  u n b o u n d e d  c o n f id e n c e  in h is  g o o d 
n e ss , a fu ll a n d  free  a c q u a in ta n ce  in  a ll h is  d isp e n sa tio n s , and  a c o m 
p le te  d e p e n d a n c e  u p o n  th e  u n e r r in g  p r o m is e s  o f  th at G o d —

u W ho high in glory, and in might serene,
See» and moves all, Him self unmoved, unseen.”
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C O M E T S .

“  Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, behold, E vil shall go forth  from nation to nation ;  
and a great whirlwind will be raised up from the ends o f the earth. Therefore now1 
amend ¡/our ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God ; and the 
Lord will repent him o f the evil that he hath pronounced against you.”  Jeremiah 
xxvi. 13.

T h e  p o r te n ts  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  b o d ie s  are p r o b a b ly  m o r e  fea r fu l, th an  
m a n  is  w i l l in g  to  a c k n o w le d g e , in  th e ir  d e n o u n c e m e n ts  a g a in st th e  
n a t io n s  a n d  k in g d o m s  o f  th e  ea rth , i f  w e m a y  ju d g e  from  th e  a b o v e  
p r o p h e c y  o f  J e re m ia h . T h e  s e q u e l, h o w e v e r ,  w ill u n fo ld  d ir e fu l c a 
la m itie s  a n d  rem a rk a b le  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , p a rt icu la r ly  d u r in g  p e r io d s  o f  
co m e ta r y  v is ita tio n s . O th e r  p e r io d s , a ls o , o f  rem ark ab le  ca la m ito u s  
e v e n ts  m ig h t  b e  c it e d , w h e n , in  th e  a b s e n ce  o f  c o m e ts ,  th e p o n d e r o u s  
o r b s  o f  J u p ite r , S a tu rn , a n d  H e r s c h e l  h a v e  b e e n  e ith e r  in o p p o s it io n , 
s o  th a t a lm o s t  all r em a rk a b le  a tm o s p h e r ic  p h e n o m e n a  m a y  h e traced  
to  th e  in flu e n ce  e ith e r  o f  c o m e ts  o r  o f  th e p la n e ts . B u t  I p u rp o s e  
c o n f in in g  th e s e  o b s e r v a t io n s  e n t ir e ly  to  c o m e l ic  p e r io d s .

S o m e  p e r so n s , c u r io u s  in  c o m e ta r y  sta tis tics , h a v e  t r a c e d  H a l le y ’s 
c o m e t  b a c k  to  th e  t im e  o f  N o a h 's  f lo o d , o r  a b o u t 2 8 1 8  years  b e fo r e  
th e  C h r is t ia n  era. T h e s e  s ta tic ia n s  h a v e  a ttr ib u ted  to  each  re tu rn  
s o m e  rem a rk a b le  e v e n t , a s , fo r  e x a m p le , 2 1 8 8  y ea rs  b e fo r e  C h r is t, 
th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  E g y p t  b y  M ira im , th e  son  o f  I la r a n , 
v id e  Genesis x i. T h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G r e e c e  
u n d e r  I n a c h u s  18GT yea rs  B . C . T h e  b ir th  o f  A a r o n , an d  the a d o p 
t ion  o f  M o s e s  b y  P h a ra o h ’ s d a u g h te r , 15T4 y e a rs  B . C . T h e  in tr o 
d u c t io n  o f  le tters  b y  C a d m u s , a b o u t  th e  y e a r  1591 B .  C . : and th e  d e 
p a rtu re  o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  o u t  o f  E g y p t ,  a n d  th e h o u se  o f  b o n d a g e . 
A b o u t  th is  tim e  a lso  a p p e a re d  th a t m ir a c u lo u s  “ p illa r  o f  c lo u d  b y  d a y  
a n d  a  p illa r  o f  fire b y  n ig h t ,”  th a t th e  L o r d  m a d e  u se  o f  to  c o n d u c t  
th e  Is ra e lite s  th r o u g h  th e w ild e r n e ss  to  th e  R e d  sea . M ig h t  n o t  th is  
“  p il la r  o f  c lo u d  b y  d a y  a n d  fire b y  n ig h t ,”  b e  th e c o m e t  in  its g r e a te s t  
b r il l ia n c y  a n d  in  its m u c h  n ea rer  a p p ro a ch  to  th e  e a r th , th an  it  h as 
b e e n  seen  in  s u b s e q u e n t  o b s e r v a t io n s  ? M o s e s , a lso , a b o u t th is  t im e , 
p e r fo rm s  all h is  m ira c le s  b e fo r e  P h a r a o h — th e  la tte r , w ith  a ll h is  h o s t , 
b e in g  d r o w n e d  in th e  R e d  sea , vkc., 1 112 B . C ., w h ich  is  v e r y  n e a r ly

I i
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c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w ith  th e  1.3th r e v o lu t io n  o f  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t— D a n n n s  
b r o u g h t  th e first sh ip  in to  G r e e c e  and la n d e d  a t B h o d e s . D u r in g  th e 
n e x t  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  th e  c o m e t  M o u n t -I d a  w as in  irru p t io n , w h ich  le d  
to  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  ir o n . T h e  n e x t  re v o lu tio n  b r in g s  u s to  th e  T r o ja n  
w ar, a b o u t 1 1 9 3  years  B .  C . O th e r  re m a r k a b le  e v e n ts  s u c c e e d , as 
th e  b u ild in g  o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le  b y  th e  A th e n ia n s , 6 5 8  y ea rs  B .  C . W e  
th e n  c o m e  to  th e  ta k in g  o f  J e ru sa le m , a fte r  a s ie g e  o f  1 8  m o n th s , o n  
th e  9 th  o f  J u n e , 578 y ea rs  B .  C . ; in  w h ich  s ie g e  1 8 5 ,0 0 0  m e n  w ere 
s la in . B la z in g  m e te o rs  a n d  o th e r  a tm o s p h e r ic  w o n d e rs  are r e c o r d e d  
in  S cr ip tu re  H is to r y  a b o u t  th is  t im e . T h is  agrees  w ith  th e  Gth r e v o 
lu t io n  o f  th e  c o m e t  B .  C .  T h e  5 th  a p p ea ra n ce , B . C . 5 0 0  y e a rs , 
w itn esseth  B o rn e  b e c o m in g  a C o m m o n w e a lth , u n d e r  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  tw o  c o n su ls  a n d  o th e r  r e p u b lic a n  m a g is t r a te s : T a rq n in  S u p e rb u s  
h a v in g  b e e n  e x p e lle d  th e  th r o n e , fr o m  p o p u la r  in d ig n a tio n  at h is  v i o 
la t io n  o f  L u c r e t ia , th e  w ife  o f  o n e  o f  h is  g e n e ra ls . E x a c t ly  at th e  -1th 
r e v o lu t io n  o f  th is  rem a rk a b le  b o d y , th e  n in e te e n  yea rs  c y c le  w as in 
v e n te d  b y  M etu s . T h e  F e lo p o n e s ia n  w ar b e g a n , w h ich  la s te d  2 7  y ea rs . 
T h e  h is to r y  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  concludes. M a la ch i, th e  last o f  th e  
P r o p h e ts . A  p la g u e  o v e r  th e  k n o w n  w o r ld . T h e  th ird  r e v o lu t io n  is  
rem a rk a b le  as c o in c id in g  w ith  th e  m ilita ry  e x p lo it s  o f  A le x a n d e r , 
n ear ly  w ith  th e c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  th e  b u ild in g  o f  A le x a n d r ia , and  th e  
p o lit ic a l r e v o lu t io n s  th at w ere  o c c a s io n e d  b y  th e  b irth  o f  th at fo r tu 
n ate  an d  a m b it io u s  c o n q u e r o r . T h e  s e c o n d  a p p e a r a n c e , B . C . 2 8 5 , 
g a v e  rise , o r  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  lite ra ry  w o rk s . P t o le m y  P h ila d e lp h u s , 
k in g  o f  E g y p t , e m p lo y s  s e v e n ty -tw o  in te rp re te rs  to  tran sla te  th e O ld  
T e s ta m e n t  in to  th e  G r e e k  la n g u a g e , w h ic h  is c a lle d  th e  S e p tu a g in t . 
D io n y s iu s , o f  A le x a n d r ia , b e g a n  h is  a s tr o n o m ic a l e ra , o n  M o n d a y , 
J u n e  2 6 th , b e in g  th e first w h o  fo u n d  th e  e x a c t  so la r  y e a r  to  c o n s is t  
o f  3 6 5  d a y s , 5  h o u r s , a n d  4!) m in u te s . T h e  w a tch  to w e r  o f  P h a ro s  
b u il t .  A b o u t  5 4  yea rs  b e fo re  th e  b irth  o f  C h r is t  th e  c o m e t  w as seen  
a b o u t  th e  sam e y ea r  J u liu s  Caesar in v a d e d  E n g la n d ;  a ls o  S c o t la n d  
p la c e d  u n d e r  th e g o v e r n m e n t  o f  F e r g u s  I .

N o w , w h e th e r  th e  re m a r k a b le  e v e n ts  c o in c id e n t  w ith  th e  a p p ea r
a n c e  o f  I [a l le y ’ s c o m e t , are in  a n y  w ay a ttrib u ta b le  to  c o m e ta r y  in 
f lu e n c e , T m u st le a v e  th e  read ers  o f  th ese  rem ark s  to  ju d g e  fo r  th e m 
se lv e s  ; fr o m  w h at h a s  b e e n  a lrea d y  s ta ted , as w e ll as fr o m  th e fa c ts  
w h ic h  are to  f o l lo w , it d o e s  a p p e a r  as i f  c o m e ts , in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  
A llw is e  C re a to r , w ere  the p h y s ic a l a g e n ts  a p p o in te d  to  ca rry  o u t  h is  
D iv in e  w ill u p o n  th is  “  p o o r  s p e c k ,”  o u r  earth .

H a v in g  n o t ic e d  a few  o f  th e  rem a rk a b le  c o in c id e n c e s  o f  co m e ta ry  
a p p e a ra n ce s  w ith  e x t r a o r d in a r y  e v e n ts  b e fo r e  th e  C h r is t ia n  era , T 
sh a ll n o w  sh ew  s o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  s tr ik in g  c o in c id e n c e s  o f  c o m e ta r y  
a p p ea ra n ces  w ith  re m a r k a b le  e v e n ts  ; a n d  a lth o u g h  th e re  m a y  b e  so m e  
o f  th e  re tu rn s  o f  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  n o t  n o t ic e d , o w in g  p r o b a b ly  from  its 
b e in g  t o o  n ea r  th e su n  fo r  o b s e r v a t io n , o r  o id y  to  b e  seen  d u r in g  th e 
d a y ,  s till th is  c ir c u m s ta n c e  w ill n o t ,  I am  fu lly  p ersu a d e d , le ssen  th e 
v a lu e  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  in  th e m in d  o f  th e  e n q u ir e r  a fter 
tru th .

W e  fin d  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  a g a in  in  th e fie ld  o f  o b s e r v a t io n  A .  1). 9 6  } ,  
and  w e rea d  in  S c r ip tu r e  H is to r y , flin t, in th e  y e a r  9 7 , S t. J o h n  th e  
E v a n g e lis t  w ro te  th e  B o o k  o f  R e v e la t io n .— T h r e e  r e v o lu t io n s  n o w  
p a ssed  w ith o u t a n y  r e c o r d , b u t  th e 5th  r e v o lu t io n  is c o in c id e n t  w ith  
th e  Council of Nice.— In  its  a p p e a ra n ce  in 3 8 9  it w as d e s c r ib e d  o f  a
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“  h o r r ib le  a s p e c t  a n d  p r o d ig io u s  s ize  a b o u t th is  tim e  th e  k in g d o m  
o f  S c o t la n d  w as r e v iv e d  u n d e r  F e r g u s  I I .  I ts  a p p ea ra n ce  in  4 7 0  w as 
c o e v a l  w ith  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  th e  W e s te r n  E m p ire  u n d e r  A u g u s tu lu s , 
w h e n  p r o u d  R o m e , o n c e  th e  m istress  o f  th e  w o r ld , b o w e d  h er  h e a d  
as a  secondary c ity  ! A s  tim e r o l le d  o n , in  th e  y ea r  5 5 0 , w e fin d  th e 
c o m e t  aga in  v is ib le , a n d  R o m e  ta k en  b y  Z o t il la , a n d  h e r  p rou d  n a m e , 
to g e th e r  w ith  h e r  p o w e r fu l r e p u b lic , le v e l le d  w ith  th e d u st. A b o u t  
th is  t im e  that d read fu l p la g u e  b ro k e  o u t  at C o n s ta n t in o p le , in  th e  
re ig n  o f  th e e m p e r o r  J u s t in ia n , w h ich  is sa id  to  h a v e  spread  its in fe c 
t io n  o v e r  th e  th en  k n o w n  w o r ld , o r  E u r o p e , A s ia ,  a n d  A fr ic a ,  an d  to  
h a v e  la sted  52 y e a rs .*  I n  6 2 5  th e  c o m e t  a g a in  b e ca m e  v is ib le , a n d  
w e fin d , at th is tim e , th e  M a h o m e d a n  r e l ig io n  c o m m e n c e s . M a h o m e t  
flies  fr o m  M e c c a  t o  A ra b ia  a n d  la y s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e S a ra ce n ’ s 
e m p ire  ; h is  fo llo w e r s  c o m p u te  fro m  th is  e v e n t ; in  th e A r a b ic  it is 
ca lle d  Hegira, th a t  is  to  sa y , the fight. T h e  n e x t  return  w as a b o u t  
7 7 4 , w h en  th e  p la g u e  ca rr ied  o f f  in  E n g la n d  3-1,000 p e r so n s . I n  851  
th e  c o m e t  aga in  a p p ea rs , a n d  c o in c id e n t  w ith  it , w e  fin d  th e  c o m 
m e n c e m e n t  o f  th e  m o s t  h o rr ib le  ra v a g es  in  E n g la n d , ca u sed  b y  th e 
D a n e s , u n d e r  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  S ea  K i n g s ; th e  h is to r y  a n d  e x p lo its  o f  
A lfr e d  th e  G rea t, a b o u t  th is  tim e , w ill b e  read  w ith  in terest. T h e  
S aracen  e m p ire  w as d iv id e d  a b o u t  th is  tim e  in to  se v e n  k in g d o m s , a n d  
th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  C a m b r id g e  fo u n d e d . T h e s e  e v e n ts  w ere f o l lo w e d  
b v  th e fr e e z in g  o f  th e  M e d ite rra n e a n  and A d r ia tic  seas, s o  th a t  ca r 
riages  pa ssed  o v e r  la d e n  w ith  h e a v y  b u rd en s .

In  1001 a n d  2  th e  c o m e t  aga in  a p p ea red , o n e  r e v o lu t io n  n o t  b e in g  
r e c o r d e d  ; at th is  r e v o lu t io n  it is sa id  to  h a v e  a p p ea red  fo u r  tim es  as 
la rg e  as th e  p la n e t  V e n u s , g rea t m a ssa cre  o f  th e  D a n e s , b y  o rd e r  o f  
E th e lr e d  I . :  g rea t h e a t  a n d  a d rea d fu l fa m in e  is r e c o r d e d ;  all th e 
o ld  ch u r c h e s  w ere  re b u ilt  in a n ew  s ty le  o f  a rch ite ctu re  ; a p la g u e  in  
E u r o p e  fo l lo w e d  fo r  th re e  y ea rs . In  1 0 7 8  th e  c o m e t  aga in  a p p e a re d , 
D o o m s d a y  H o o k  b eg a n  to  b e  c o m p ile d  b y  o rd e r  o f  W il lia m  th e C o n 
q u e r o r . J u s t ic e s  o f  th e  P e a c e  w ere  first a p p o in t e d  in  E n g la n d . A n  
ea rth q u a k e  in  E n g la n d , a tte n d e d  w ith  g rea t s to rm s . Its  n e x t  v is it  
w as in  1 1 5 5  : th e  ca n o n  law  w as c o l le c t e d  fo r  th e  first t im e  b y  G ra tie u , 
a m o n k  o f  B o u lo g n a  : th e  c it y  o f  M o s c o w  fo u n d e d  ; a n d  sh o r t ly  a fter 
w ards L o n d o n  b r id g e  w as first b u ilt  o f  s to n e , c o n s is t in g  o f  n in e te e n  
a rch es. In  1230  it a p p e a re d  a tte n d e d  w ith  intense heat, so  that
2 0 ,0 0 0  p e r so n s  d ie d  o f  fa m in e  in E n g la n d : o n  th e C o n t in e n t  p e s t i
le n c e  an d  in u n d a tio n s  sw e p t o f f  t h o u s a n d s ; a n d  in  th e  S p r in g  o f  th e  
f o l lo w in g  y e a r  th e  M ed ite rra n ea n  sea  w as fro z e n  o v e r ,  a n d  g o o d s  c o n 
v e y e d  a cro ss  o n  carts. T h is  c o m e t  is  said to  h a v e  b e e n  v is ib le  fo r  
tw o  y ea rs , d u r in g  w h ic h  p e r io d  ea rth q u a k es  w ere fe lt  in  E n g la n d . 
In te n s e  h eat , fo llo w e d  b y  v io le n t  ra in s a n d  d re a d fu l in u n d a t io n s  in  
R o m e  fo l lo w e d ,  a n d  p e s t ile n c e  ra g e d  th e w h o le  t im e . A  sev ere  fro s t 
s u c c e e d e d , a n d  th e  p la g u e s f  ce a s e d . A s  th e  p la g u e  o r  p e s t ile n c e

* Histor ecclesias t. lib. iv. cli. 29 ; also still more eloquently hv Procopius De 
hello Persico. lib. ii. ch. 2 2 ; both these authors say this plague had its birth in 
Ethiopia or Egypt.

t In ancient times, plagues, like most other diseases, were regarded as Divine 
judgm ents sent to punish mankind for their wickedness, and, therefore, tli • only 
protection against such fatal ravages sought for, was by sacrifices and lustrations to 
appease the anger o f incensed Heaven.

Cetsns <lc Dnlio.
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is  fre q u e n tly  fo u n d  at o r  a b o u t  th e  tim e  o f  a c o m e t ’s a p p e a r a n c e , a 
few  w o rd s  o n  th e s u p p o s e d  o r ig in  o f  th is d e p o p u la t in g  m a la d y  m ay  
n o t  h ere  b e  o u t  o f  p la c e . “  T h e  p la g u e ,”  says th e  a s tr o lo g e r  H y p o -  
cra te s , “  l ik e  a ll o th e r  d isea ses , h as its  p r o p e r  n atu ra l ca u se , a n d  is 
n o t  to  b e  re g a rd e d  as a ju d g m e n t  se n t im m e d ia te ly  fr o m  th e g o d s ; 
a n d  th a t th o s e  o n ly  w h ich  o w e d  th e ir  o r ig in  to  th e  su n , t o  c o ld ,  o r  to  
w in d s , w ere  to  b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  as D iv in e , th e c h a n g e s  o f  w h ic h , a n d  
o th e r  in flu e n c e s  o n  h u m a n  b o d ie s , w ere  d i l ig e n t ly  to  b e  c o n s id e r e d  b y  
a p h y s ic ia n .*

I t  has g e n e r a lly  b e e n  s u p p o s e d  th at th e  p la g u e  h a s  a lw a y s  th e  sam e 
o r ig in , th a t it is a lw a y s  b r o u g h t  from  A fr ic a , to  w h ic h  c o u n tr y  a lso  
are a ttr ib u ted  th e  o r ig in  b o th  o f  th e sm a ll p o x  an d  m ea s les , a n d  th a t 
“  the p la g u e  is an A fr ica n  fe v e r , b re d  in  E th io p ia  in  E g y p t ,  a n d  th e  
in fe c t io n  is ca rr ie d  b y  trad e in to  o th e r  p arts  o f  th e  w o r ld .”

P l in y f  sa ys , “  P e s t ile n c e  a lw a y s  tra v e ls  fro m  th e  s o u th e rn  parts o f  
the w orld  to  th e w estern , th at is in to  E u r o p e .”

T h u c y d id e s ,:] : in  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  fa m ou s  p la g u e  o f  A t h e n s , 
sa ys , th at “ it b e g a n  in  U p p e r  E th io p ia , th e n  ca m e  in to  E g y p t ,  
w h e n c e  it w as sp rea d  first in to  P ers ia , a n d  a fterw a rd s  in to  G r e e c e .”

T h e  tw o  g re a t  seats o f  th e  p la g u e  are g e n e r a lly  sa id  t o  b e  G ra n d  
C a ir o  in E g y p t ,  a n d  E t h io p ia ;  a s h o r t  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th ese  p la c e s  w ill 
e n a b le  th e  rea d er  to  see  that p la g u e s  m a y  arise in  o th e r  co u n tr ie s , an d  
from  s im ila r  ca u ses . C a ir o  is a  d e n s e ly  c r o w d e d  p la ce  ; its  in h a b i
tants are m o s t ly  p o o r  p e o p le ,  w h o  liv e  in  a w re tch e d  m a n n e r , a n d  are 
w ith a l v e r y  d ir ty  in  th e ir  p e r so n s  a n d  h a b ita tion s . T h e  tow n  is s itu 
ated  o n  a sa n d y  p la in , s h e lte re d  b y  a m o u n ta in , w h ic h  ren d ers  th e 
h e a t  a lm o s t  u n su p p o r ta b le . T h r o u g h  th e  m id d le  o f  th is  to w n  fo r m e r 
ly  ran a ca n a l, s u p p lie d  o n ly  b y  th e  w a ters  fro m  th e  o v e r f lo w in g  o f  
th e N i le ,  th e  r iv e r  b e c o m e s  g ra d u a lly  d r ie d  u p  ; th is  a lso  fo rm s  a c o m 
m o n  r e c e p ta c le  fo r  all k in d s  o f  filth , ca r r io n , Sic, ; s o  th a t th e  c o m 
b in e d  e fllu v ia  a r is in g  fro m  th e  filth  a n d  m u d  to g e th e r  is in to le r a b ly  
offensive.|| C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  e v e r y  y ea r , v io le n t  d is te m p e rs  p r e y  u p o n  
th e  in h a b ita n ts  till th e  N i le ,  aga in  o v e r f lo w in g , w a sh es  a w ay  th e filth  ; 
th e  cold minds, w h ich  set in  a t th e  sa m e  t im e , le n d  g re a t  a ss is ta n ce  
in  p u r ify in g  th e  a tm o sp h e re .

In  E t h io p ia , p r o d ig io u s  sw arm s o f  lo c u s ts  fr e q u e n t ly  p r o d u c e  fa
m in e , b y  d e v o h r in g  th e  fru its  o f  the earth  ; w h ich  in se c ts , u n le ss  th e y  
h a p p e n  to  b e  ca rr ie d , b y  s tr o n g  w in d s , in to  th e  sea , d ie , d e c a y ,  an d  
p r o d u c e  p e s t i le n c e ,; th e  p u tr e fa c t io n  b e in g  h e ig h te n e d  b y  th e  e x c e s -

Msrseilli1.« is usually reckoned a very bealtliy place, yet a work, entitled, “  Rela
tion Historique de tout ce qui est passe ii Marseilles pendant la dernière peste," 
states an odd custom that prevailed there during the period o f the “ peste,”  o f  which 
they record twenty visitations. During the raging of the plague “  some one poor 
man offered himself to he maintained at the publie expence with delicate food for a 
whole year ; at the end o f which he was led almut the city, dressed in consecrated 
garments and herbs, and being loaded with curses, he went along, that the evils o f 
the citizens might fall upon him, he was at last thrown into the rea.”  This seems 
to have been a kind o f expiatory sacrifice, like the Scape Gent among the Jews, 
Lev. xvi. And the wretches, thus devoted to die for the sins o f  the people, were 
called purgations, and the words used were— “  He thou our cleansing.”

* Liner de morbo sacro ; et liber, de aere, locis, et aquis. 
f  N at. Hist. lib. vii. c. JO.
J Histor. lih. ii.
|| L e Brim  Voyage an L evant, ch. xxxviii.
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s iv e  h eat o f  th e  c l im a t e :*  a n d  it is p a rticu la r ly  o b s e r v e d  o f  th is c o u n 
try th at th e  p la g u e  u su a lly  in v a d es  it , w h e n e v e r  ra in  fa lls  d u r in g  th e 
su ltry  h eats  o f  J u ly  and A n g n s t  ; f  th a t is, a c c o r d in g  to  L u cre t ia , w h e n  
th e  ea rth  is in te m p e s tio u s  p lu v is q u e  e t  S o lib u s  icta .

N o w , i f  w e c o m p a r e  th is  last rem a rk , v iz .J  th e  h eat o f  th e  c lim a te  
o f  E th io p ia  w ith  w h at th e A ra b ia n  physicians,|| w h o  l iv e d  in  an d  n ea r  
th e  co u n tr ie s , d e c la r e , th a t “ pestilences are brought by unseasonable 
moistures, beats, and leant of winds,'' w e sh a ll n o t  o n ly  see  the 
usual ca u se  o f  th is d e s tru c t iv e  d isea se  in  th ese  “  co u n tr ie s  o f  th e  
S o u t h ,”  a n d  esp e c ia lly  w h e n  w e c o n te m p la te  w h a t e fflu v ia  m a y  arise 
fro m  th e  p u tr e fa c t io n  o f  a n im a l su b s ta n ce s  in  th o se  c lim a te s , in cre a s 
in g  th e ill state o f  th e  air a lrea d y  e x is t in g , b u t  w e  sh a ll b e  e n a b le d  to  
see  h o w  th e plague m ay b rea k  o u t  in  sev era l c o u n tr ie s  to g e th e r , ns 
stated  a b o v e , v iz . ,  I ta ly , D e n m a rk , a n d  F r a n c e , fr o m  th e  in crea sed  
h ea t and  d r o u g h t  o c c a s io n e d  b y  th e  a p p r o a c h  o f  a c o m e t , r e n d e r in g  
th e  a ir  in th e se  h ig h e r  la titu d es  u n w h o le s o m e  b y  th e  ex h a la tio n  o f  
e fflu v ia  ;§  a n d  p r o b a b ly  a ls o  b y  th e  change of the electric condition 
of the air, a ris in g  fro m  th e sam e cau se .

H ut to  return  to  th e  c o m e t  o f  1 2 3 0  an d  1 2 3 1 , w e fin d  th e  r e a c t io n  
ta k in g  p la c e  in  1 2 3 3  a n d  1 2 3 4 , w h e n  th e  M ed ite rra n e a n  w as aga in  
fro z e n  o v e r ; h eav y  b u rd e n s  a n d  m e r ch a n d is e  b e in g  ca rr ie d  o v e r  in  
w a g g o n s . In  1 2 3 3  a ls o , it ra in ed , th u n d e re d  a n d  lig h te n e d  in  E n g 
la n d  fo r  16  d a y s  to g e th e r . I n  1 2 3 4  th e  r iv e r  P o  w as fro z e n  o v e r ,  a n d  
lo a d e d  w a g g o n s  c r o s s e d  th e  A d r ia t ic  sea  to  V e n ic e .  A t  l la v e n n a  a 
fine fo res t o f  trees  w as k ille d  by th e  fro s t. In  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e 
f o l lo w in g  y ea r , th e D a n u b e  w as fr o z e n  to  th e  b o t t o m , so  th a t th e 
w h o le  r iv e r  c o n t in u e d  a s o lid  m a ss  fo r  sev era l m o n th s .

W e  fin d  its n e x t  a p p e a ra n ce  in  1 3 0 5 , w h e n  it h ad  so  g h a stly  an 
a s p e c t  that e v e ry  h ea rt w as s tm e k  w ith  te r r o r :  it  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  
as “  C o m e ta  h orren d a  m a g n itu d in is  v is a s  e s t c ir c a  ferias P a s c lia t is , 
(ju em  secu ta  e s t  p c s t ile n t ia  m a x im a .”  In  th e  fo l lo w in g  y ea r  th e 
p ’ agu e c e a s e d , a n d  th e  fro s t w as v e r y  sev ere  a ll o v e r  E u r o p e . 'I h e  
l la lt ic  w as fr o z e n  o v e r  f o r  14 w e e k s , b e tw een  th e  D a n ish  a n d  th e  
S w e d ish  is la n d s . T h e  liv e r s  in  G e rm a n y  w ere fro z e n  o v e r ,  a n d  m u c h  
d istress  w as o c c a s io n e d  b y  th e  s c a r c ity  o f  p r o v is io n s  and  fo ra g e . T h e  
fam in e  e x te n d e d  to  B o h e m ia , P o la n d , a n d  E n g la n d .^  W e  c o m e  n o w  
to  th e  c e le b ra te d  p e r io d  o f  1 3S 0 . I n  1 3 7 9 , th e  p la g u e  ra g e d  v io le n t ly  
in  L o n d o n ,  o f  w h ich  3 0 ,0 0 0  p e r so n s  d ie d . I n  1 3 8 0 , it  re a ch e d  G e r 
m a n y , a n d  ca rr ie d  o il ' g re a t  n u m b e r s  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts . I n  1381 
a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p ea red  ; M o u n t  ./E tna w as in  v io le n t  e r u p t io n , a n d  in 
1 3 8 2 , o n  th e  c o m e t ’s d ep a rtu re , a great calm p r e v a ile d  all o v e r  E n g 
land  in  th e  S p r in g , w h ich  w as fo l lo w e d , o n  th e  2 1 s t  o f  M ay , b y  a 
s e v e re  s h o c k  o f  ea rth q u a k e , w h ic h  th rew  d o w n  sev era l c h u r c h e s , and

• Ludolf. Hist. Ethiop. lib. 13.
t I. Lee. Hist. A lie. lib. i.
* Lib. vi. ver. 1100.
|| Rhas and Aviceus.
§ The anrieut Egyptians were sensible bow much the putrefaction o f dead ani

mals contributed towards producing the plague, and they worshipped tho bird 1 Lis 
for the service it rendered in devouring great numbers o f serpents, which they ob

served did great hurt by their stench when dead, as well as by their bite w hen alive.
*: Wheat at this period was sold in England at -10». a quarter, equivalent to 

at the present time. The poor were obliged to eat dogs, horse-flesh, &c.
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in ju r e d  m a n y  h o u s e s ;  a fter  th e  ea rth q u a k e  fo l lo w e d  m a n y  v io le n t  
s to rm s , w h ich  th rew  d o w n  h o u s e s , to re  u p  trees, d e s tro y e d  m u ch  
c a t t le ,  and m a n y  h u m a n  liv e s . In  1 4 5 5 , th e  c o m e t  aga in  a p p e a r e d , 
a n d  w as v is ib le  d u r in g  a g rea t p a rt o f  th e  y e a r  1 4 5 6  ; its m a g n itu d e  
w as e x tra o rd in a ry , its  ta il e x te n d e d  o v e r  s ix ty  d e g re e s , o r  a  th ird  o f  
th e  h ea v en s . A l l  C h r is te n d o m  w as te rr ifie d  at its  a p p ea ra n ce . T h e  
P o p e ,  C a lix tu s , re g a rd e d  it  as an in stru m e n t o f  D iv in e  w rath , o rd e re d  
p u b lic  p ray ers , a n d  g ra n te d  th re e  y e a r s ’ in d u lg e n c e  to  all w h o , at th e 
t o l l in g  o f  th e  n o o n -d a y  b e l l ,  s h o u ld  sa y  th ree  p a te r n o s te is  and th ree  
ave-rnarias. T h is  w as th e  o r ig in  o f  r in g in g  ca th ed ra l b e d s  at n o o n . 
I t  is a lso  sa id  to  h a v e  s ig n a liz e d  th e  ca p tu re  o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le  b y  
M a h o m e t  II. I t  p a sse d  its  p e r ih e lio n  o n  th e  18th  o f  J u n e , 1 4 5 6 , a n d  
in  th e  W in t e r  f o l lo w in g  th e  B a lt ic  w as c o v e r e d  w ith  ice  from  M e c k 
le n b u r g  to  D e n m a r k . T h e  D a n u b e  w as fr o z e n  o v e r  fo r  tw o  m o n th s , 
a n d  m a n y  v in e y a rd s  in  G e rm a n y  w ere  en tire ly  d e s t r o y e d . A n  e a rth 
q u a k e  o c c u r r e d  at N a p le s , v io le n t  ra in s, a n d  g re a t  in u n d a tion s  fo llow  
e d , and 4 0 ,0 0 0  p e rso n s  w ere  k illed .

T h e  n e x t  a p p e a ra n ce  w as in  1 5 3 1 . R e lig io u s  h o u s e s  w ere  d is s o lv e d  
b y  H e n r y  v m .  T h e  C a b a q u a  sea  rose  fo u r  fee t a b o v e  its u su a l h e ig h t . 
T h e  s p o t te d  fe v e r  ra g ed  all o v e r  E u r o p e ,  an d  was fo l lo w e d  b y  th e  
p la g u e . /E tn a  w as in  e r u p t io n — great in u n d a tio n s  in  S w itz e r la n d , 
R o m e , a n d  A n t w e r p ;  a n d , in  E n g la n d , fro m  S o m erse tsh ire  to  N o r 
fo lk , th e  c o u n tr y  h a d  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  la rg e  sea . T h e  c o m e t  w as 
o f  a b r ig h t  g o ld  c o lo u r ,  and  a tte n d e d  b y  in ce ssa n t ra in s, e v e n  in  th e  
w este rn  h e m is p h e r e , e s p e c ia lly  in  B r a z il. In  Z e a la n d , a lso , th e  sea  
b ro k e  o v e r  th e d y k e s  and  o v e r f lo w e d  la rg e  tracts  o f  co u n tr y . A t  
L is b o n ,  in 1 5 3 1 , an ea rth q u a k e  la s te d  fo r  e ig h t  d a y s , o v e r th re w  1 5 0 0  
h o u s e s , a n d  k ille d  3 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s , a n d  sev era l n e ig h b o u r in g  to w n s  
w e re  s w a llo w e d  u p .

W  e c o m e  n o w  to  its n e x t  re tu rn  in 1 0 0 6 , m e m o ra b le  for  th e  flun- 
potrdcr j>Iol. I n  1 6 0 7 , th e  c o m e t  a p p ea red  o f  a dark  liv id  c o l o u r :*  
th e  p la g u e  ra g ed  in  L o n d o n ,  o f  w h ic h  8 5 0  d ied  in a w e e k . O n  th e  
1 2 th  o f  J u n e , th ere  w as a sev ere  f r o s t , j  and th e  fo llo w  in g  w in ter  w as 
in te n se ly  c o ld  a ll o v e r  th e  w o r ld  ; th e  sea  o v e r f lo w e d  its b a n k s  from  
e x tra o rd in a ry  h ig h  tid es , a n d  in u n d a te d  a g rea t part o f  E n g la n d  ; s o  
th a t  “  h a y  a n d  c o r n  s ta ck s  sw am  a b o u t lik e  s h ip s  u p o n  th e  sea , 
p ig e o n s  w ere  seen  u p o n  the s ta ck s  w h ic h  w ere  ca rr ied  aw ay b y  th e  
H o o d ."  T h e  c o a s ts  o f  A m e r ic a  w ere  a lso  v is ite d  b y  v io le n t  s to rm s .

In  1 6 0 0  /E tn a  w as in  e ru p t io n  ; th e  p la g u e  ra g e d , a n d  L im a  w as 
sh a k en  b y  a te rr ib le  ea rth q u a k e . T h e  p la g u e , in  L o n d o n ,  ca rr ied  o f f  
3 0 ,5 7 8  p erson s . S a ilo rs  a t sea  w ere  se ize d  w ith  calenture to  a g rea t 
e x te n t . “  In  S ir  T h o m a s  G a te s ’ f le e t , b o u n d  to  V ir g in ia , 3 0  d e a d  
b o d ie s  w ere  th row n  o v e r b o a r d  in  o n e  d a y .”

In  1 6 8 2 , H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  aga in  a p p e a r e d , a n d  p a ssed  its p e r ih e lio n  
o n  th e 4 th  o f  S e p te m b e r . I t  w as n o t ic e d  in  E n g la n d  b y  H a l le y  and 
FI am s t e a d ; in  P a ris , b y  D e  la  H ir e  a n d  P ic a r d ;  in R o m e , b y  D o m in ic  
C a ss in i, a n d  a t D a n tz ic  b y  H e v e liu s ,  all n eu rly  at th e  sam e tim e . T h e  
h ea t o n  th e  a p p ro a ch  o f  th is  c o m e t  w as in te n se  all o v e r  E n g la n d  a n d  
E u r o p e . T h e  th e rm o m e te r  in  E n g la n d , in  th e  sh a d e , s to o d  at 9 6  d e -

• Of the nature o f Saturn.
t '[lie «lay of the Summer Soluticc, before the alteration o f the Calendar.
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g re e s . D isea se  a n d  p e s t ile n c e  s u c c e e d e d  th is  g rea t h eat all o v e r  
E u r o p e , e s p e c ia lly  in S p a in  a n d  A lg ie r s ,  a n d  at H a lle  3 0 0  a d a y  d ie d  
o f  th e  p la g u e .

T h e  c ity  o f  C atan a  w a s  d e s tro y e d  b y  an  ea rth q u a k e  th is  yea r , w h en
6 0 ,0 0 0  in h a b ita n ts  p e r ish e d . /E tn a  a n d  V e s u v iu s  w ere  b o th  in  e ru p 
t io n . E a rth q u a k es  w ere  a lso  fe lt  in  se v e ra l p la ce s  in  E n g la n d . In  
th is  y e a r  to o , h a p p e n e d  th e  r e v o lu t io n  in  E n g la n d , w h e n  k in g  J a m es  
a b d ica te d  th e  th ron e  a n d  re trea ted  to  F r a n c e . O n  th e  d ep a rtu re  o f  
th is  c o m e t  from  th e  s y s te m , v io le n t  re a c t io n  w as fe lt  o v e r  th o s e  c o u n 
tr ies  w h ere  th e  h eat h ad  b e e n  s o  in te n se  th e  p r e v io u s  year. In  E n g 
la n d , a se v e re  fro s t la sted  13 w e e k s , a n d  a  fair w as h e ld  o n  th e  T h a m e s . 
O n  th e  2 2 n d  o f  M a r c h , th e  t id es  at L o n d o n  b r id g e  f lo w e d  and  e b b e d  
th ree  tim es  in  tw e lv e  h o u rs  : m a n y  s e v e re  s to rm s  o c c u r r e d  in  E n g la n d  
th is  y e a r , d u r in g  o n e  o f  w h ic h  1 0 0  p e r so n s  w ere  k ille d  b y  lig h tn in g . 
A t  th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  1 6 8 4 , th e  c o ld  w as so  in te n se  th a t m a n y  oak s 
a n d  o th e r  fo re s t  trees in  E n g la n d  w ere  s p lit  b y  th e  fro s t. M o s t  o f  th e  
h o l ly  trees  w ere k i l le d . C o a c h e s  a n d  o th e r  ca rr ia g es  d r o v e  o v e r  th e 
T h a m e s , a n d  n ea r ly  a ll th e  b ir d s  o f  th e k in g d o m  p e r ish e d  b y  th e  c o ld .

In  1 7 5 9 , H a l le y 's  c o m e t  w as a g a in  d is c o v e r e d , n o t  b y  a c e le b ra te d  
a s tro n o m e r , b u t  b y  a s e lf -ta u g h t fa rm er at D r e s d e n , n a m e d  G e o r g e  
P a lit /.e h — and  M ess ie r  d id  n o t  see  it at P a ris  till th e  2 1 s t  o f  J a n u a ry , 
1 7 6 0 . T h e  n u c le u s  a p p ea red  v e ry  r o u n d  a n d  b r illia n t, th o u g h  o n ly  to  
b e  seen  at in te rv a ls , as th e  m o o n  w as a b o u t h er  fu ll at th is  tim e , and  
v ery  n ear  th e  c o m e t ’s p la ce . I t  w as m u c h  m ore  fa v o u r a b ly  o b s e r v e d  
in  th e  w este rn  h e m is p h e re , b y  D ’ C a ille , at B o u r b o n  ; and  at P o n d i 
ch e r r y , b y  P .  C o eu rd ou x . T h is  c o m e t  w as p r e c e d e d  b y  th e  g rea t 
e a rth q u a k e  at L is b o n ,  w h ic h  d e s tro y e d  th e  c ity  a n d  7 0 ,0 0 0  in h a b i
tan ts. A n o th e r ,  o r  th e  sa m e , ea rth q u a k e  d e s tr o y e d  th e  c it ie s  o f  Q u ito  
and  F u is i l lo  in  P e ru . T h e  A z o r e s  a n d  T r ip o l i  w ere  s h a k e n  b y  sev ere  
s h o c k s  at th e  sam e tim e . I n  th e  A z o r e s  1 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  w ere  k ille d , 
a n d  th e  is la n d  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  parts. A  v io le n t  s to rm  b u rst o v e r  
C a r le s  T o w n ,  S o u th  C a ro lin a , th a t  n e a r ly  d e s tro y e d  th e  w h o le  to w n  
a n d  th e  s u rr o u n d in g  n e ig h b o u r h o o d , a n d  a n o th e r  v is ite d  M a lta , o w in g  
to  w h ich  tw o  h u n d r e d  p e r so n s  w ere  k ille d  a n d  w o u n d e d . In  1757  a 
v io le n t  in flu e n z a  ra g ed  in  A m e r ic a , a n d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  in  E u 
r o p e . In  1 7 5 8 , a  se v e re  e a rth q u a k e  w as fe lt  in  F r a n c e  ; a n d  in  1 7 5 9  
ea rth q u a k es  w ere  fe lt  in  T r ip o l i  a n d  S y r ia , & c . s p r e a d in g  o v e r  a n  area 
o f  1 0 ,0 0 0  sq u a re  m ile s .

I n  1758 , th e  b a ttle  o f  Q u e b e c  w as fo u g h t , in  w h ich  g e n e ra l W o l f  
w as k ille d . O n  th is  c o m e t ’ s d ep a rtu re , in  1 7 6 3 , th e  w in te r , in  E n g 
la n d  a n d  G e rm a n y , w as e x c e e d in g ly  s e v e re . In  E n g la n d , th e th e r m o 
m e te r  san k  in to  th e  b u lb . A le ,  e x p o s e d  to  th e  a ir in  a g la ss , w a s  c o 
v e r e d  w ith  ic e  in  less  th an  a q u a rte r  o f  an  h o u r  o n e -s ix t ie th  o f  an in c h  
in  th ick n e ss . T h e  fr o s t  la s ted  9 4  d a y s , a n d  o b ta in e d  th e n a m e  o f  th e  
“  b la c k  fr o s t .”  I n  F r a n c e , th e  th e rm o m e te rs  fe ll  to  6 d e g re e s  b e lo w  
z e r o ,  o f  F a r e n h e it ’ s s ca le . In  1 7 6 1 , in  th e  m o n th s  o f  F e b r u a r y  a n d  
M a rch , it  s n o w e d  fo r  1 8  d a y s  t o g e t h e r ; a n d  in  1 7 6 2  it  s n o w e d  fo r  11 
d a y s . T h e  fro s t w as v e ry  se v e re  in  G e rm a n y .

W e  c o m e  n o w  to  th e  last a p p e a ra n ce  o f  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  in  1 8 3 5 . 
T h e  lo n g  e x p e c te d  retu rn  o f  th is  w e ll k n o w n  c o m e t  ca u se d  m a n y  c ir 
cu m sta n ce s  t o  b e  r e c o r d e d  b e fo r e  it  a c tu a lly  a p p e a re d . I n  In d ia , 
C h in a , a n d  S o u th  C a r o lin a , in te n se  h ea t w as e x p e r ie n c e d , a n d  ea rth 
q u a k es  w ere  fe lt  at T r ip o l i ,  A le x a n d r ia , R in g p o r e , O x a le  in  H o lla n d ,
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¡Hid o th e r  p la ce s  o n  th e  C o n t in e n t  a b o u t th e  sam e t im e , v iz . A u g u s t ,  
1 8 3 0 . O n  th e  Gtli o f  J u ly  a  sm art s h o c k  w as fe lt  at N o tt in g h a m , and 
a ls o  at C h ic h e s te r , a n d  sev era l o th e r  [d a ce s  in  E n g la n d . Oil th e  14 th  
o f  S e p te m b e r  a s h o c k  w as fe lt  at C h ic h e s te r , s o  s e v e re  th a t it  ca u sed  
th e  to w n  c lo c k s  to  s trik e . O n  th e  2 2 n d  o f  J a n u a ry , 1 8 3 4 , tw o  o th e r  
s h o c k s  w ere  fe lt  at C h ic h e s te r , a n d  a ls o  at P o r ts m o u th . O n  th e 2 2 n d  
o f  F eb ru a ry  a n o th e r  s h o c k  w as fe lt  at C h ic h e s te r  an d  o th e r  [d a ce s , s > 
an a b le  w riter  o n  C o m e ta ry  S ta tis t ic s  says, “  I w o u ld  o b s e r v e  that 
e a r th q u a k e s , th o u g h  o f  s o  s e ld o m  an  o c c u r r e n c e  in  th e  U n ite d  K in g 
d o m , h av e  n o w , o w in g  to  th e  a p p r o a c h  o f  H a l le y ’ s  c o m e t , b ro k e n  th e 
e a r th y  fe tters , a n d  n o t  o n ly  in  th is  c o u n t r y , b u t  o v e r  th e w h o le  g lo b e  
in  a m o s t  te r r ific  m a n n er , and  n e a r ly  at th e  sa m e  tim e  a t o p p o s ite  
p arts  o f  th e g lo b e . T h u s , o n  th e  2b‘ th o f  A u g u s t , in  In d ia , th r o u g h 
o u t  all Z ir h o d , & c. O n  th e  2 7 th  o f  A u g u s t  in  N o r th  A m e r ic a .”  
E r u p t io n s  o f  M o u n t  V e s u v iu s  o c c u r r e d  o n  th e 1 st o f  J u n e , a n d  13th 
o f  A u g u s t , a n d  in  D e c e m b e r , 1 8 3 3 , w h ich  d e s tro y e d  1500  h o u se s , 
p a la ce s , a n d  o th e r  b u ild in g s , a n d  2 5 ,0 0 0  a cre s  o f  cu lt iv a te d  lan d  b y  
lire  fr o m  th e  h o t  la v a . O n  th e  4 th  o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 3 3 , a v o lc a n o  n ear  
l la d v e  was in  su ch  v io le n t  a c t io n  th a t the in h a b ita n ts  (led  w ith  th e ir  
c a tt le  a n d  e ffe c ts  to  a  n e ig h b o u r in g  d esert . C h o le r a  m o rb u s  ra g e d  
v e r y  v io le n t ly  a t A n tw e r p  a n d  R o tte r d a m , in  A u g u s t , 1 8 3 3 , th e d ea th s  
a m o u n t in g  to  120 d a ily . I n  J u ly ,  th e  c h o le r a  ra g e d  in  S p a in , p a r t i
c u la r ly  at I la d a jo s . In  S e p te m b e r  it r e a c h e d  S e v il le . I n  L o n d o n ,  
L iv e r p o o l ,  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  to w n s , it  w as rife  in  J u ly  a n d  A u g u st . 
T h e  C h o le ra  P r e v e n t io n  H ill pa ssed  o n  th e  2 8 th  o f  A u g u s t . In  J u n e  
a n d  J u ly  th e  c h o le r a  ra g ed  to  a fea r fu l e x te n t  at C a m p e a c h y , in  S o u th  
A m e r ic a , M e x ic o ,  &.C. L is b o n  a ls o  d id  n o t  e s c a p e  th e  d ire fu l c h o le ra . 
S to r m s  w ere  r ife  a ls o  d u r in g  th is  la st a p p e a ra n ce  o f  H a l le y ’s c o m e t , 
as th e  fo l lo w in g  e x tra c ts  fr o m  th e  J o u r n a ls  s ta te— P aris , .S e p te m b e r  
1 7 th — “  T h e  q u a lity  o f  th e  im p e n d in g  v in ta g e  is irre tr ie v a b ly  ru in ed  
fr o m  th e  la te  ra in s a n d  s to rm s .” — M o r n in g  H e ra ld , S e p te m b e r  2 0 th —  
“  T h e  w h e a t c r o p  h as r e c e iv e d  g rea t a n d  se r io u s  in ju r y  : in  th e  
n o r th e rn  parts o f  S c o t la n d  th e  h a rv est has b e e n  im p e d e d  b y  ra in s a n d  
h ig h  w in d s . I n  G e rm a n y , th e  h a r v e s t  h as b e e n  o b s tr u c te d  b y  c o ld  
ra in s a n d  h ig h  w in d s .” — Agric. Rep. Mon. Ain;/. Sept.

“  W e  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  a file  o f  th e  C h a r le s to n  C u rr ie r  to  th e  7th  n it . 
T h e s e  p a p ers  g iv e  d e p lo r a b le  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  w h e a t c r o p s  fro m  ru st , 
ra in , a n d  sto rm s . Lie Paper, 13th  August.

“  A c c o u n t s  fro m  O x e l  state th a t  a  v io le n t  h a ils to rm  h a d  d e s tr o y e d  
th e  c r o p s  o v e r  an e x t e n t  o f  5 0  w e r o ts .”  Times, August 1 2 th.

A  h u rr ica n e  in  C a lc u tta , sev e n  h u n d re d  p e r so n s  k i l le d  : in  th is  y e a r  
t o o ,  th e  k in g  o f  S p a in  died, a n d  D o n  M ig u e l w as dethroned.

In  J u n e , 1 8 3 4 , a h o rr ib le  ea rth q u a k e  d e s t r o y e d  th e  c i t y  o f  P a s to , 
a n d  k ille d  1 5 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s ;  P o p a y a n , a n o th e r  c i t y  o f  S o u th  A m e r ic a , 
w ith  a p o p u la t io n  o f  3 0 ,0 0 0 ,  sh a red  th e  lik e  fate.

H a l le y ’ s c o m e t  m a y  b e  e x p e c te d  to  re tu rn  to  its  p e r ih e lio n  in  J a 
n u a ry , 1 9 1 2 . L e t  a s tro n o m e rs , m e t e o r o lo g is t s ,  p h ilo s o p h e r s , a n d  
g e o lo g is t s ,  u n ite  e a ch  in  h is  o w n  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  p h y s ic a l research  in  
m a k in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  o n  th e  n e x t  a p p roa ch  o f  th is  c e le b r a te d  c o m e t , 
a n d  I  fe e l a ssu red  th e y  w ill b e  a m p ly  re w a rd e d  fo r  a ll th e la b o u r  th e y  
ca n  b e s to w  u p o n  th e s u b je c t ,  w h ile  s c ie n c e  w ill r e c e iv e  a  b e n e fic ia l  
im p u lse  !

W e l l ,  say  th e  a s to n is h e d  r e a d e r !  y o u  h a v e  g o n e  o n  at a  s p a n k in g
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rate w ith  H a l le y ’ s c o m e t ,  p r a y , h a v e  s im ila r  p h e n o m e n a  a tten d ed  th e 
v is ita t io n s  o f  o th e r  C om ets  ? I f  n o t , th en  is y o u r  fa m o u s  th e o ry  o f  
c o m e ta r y  in flu e n ce  at an  en d  j h ut i f  y o u  ca n  sh ew  s im ila r  e ffe c ts  re
su lt in g  from  s im ila r  ca u ses , th en  is th e s u b je c t  w o rth y  o f  o u r  U n q u a li
fied  a tten tion . C o m e , th e n , g e n t le  rea d er ,

“  And let ns try these truths with closer eyes,
And trace them through the prospect as it lies.”

F o r ,  b e  a ssu red  o f  th is  in c o n t r o v e r t ib le  tru th ,

“  The h ind that guides the comet in its course 
Holds its dread balance o ’e f the sinner's head !

That hand, poor penitent 1 is thy resource,
W hen judgm ent through the earth her shafts has spread.”

W e l l  th e n , sa y  th e  a n c ie n t  C h r o n ic le r s ,  “ Tn th e  y e a r  f it  a  g r e a ts  
b la z in g  starre  a p p e a re d , a n d  in  H om e  3 0 ,0 0 0  p e rso n s  d ie d  o f  p e s t i
le n c e .”  In  th e  v ea r  7 8  th e  p e s t ile n c e  a g a in  ra g ed  in  H o m e , w h e r e o f  
“  ten  th o u sa n d  d ie d  in o n e  d a ie  a n d  in  J u n e  TO, a  v e ry  la rg e  c o m e t  
a p p ea red .

F r o m  1 6 7  to  1 8 0  p e s t i le n c e  ra g e d  a ll o v e r  E u r o p e , A s ia , a n d  
A m e r ic a , a n d  a  c o m e t  w as v is ib le  a lm o s t  th e  w h o le  tim e .

In  3 3 5  a  “ p r o d ig io u s  c o m e t  a p p e a re d  j S y r ia  a n d  S iles ia  w ere b o th  
d e s o la te d  b y  p e s t ile n c e .

T h e r e  w as a ls o  r e co rd e d  a b o u t  th is  t im e — “  A  v e s p e r e  ad Ci'eptis- 
c u lu m  m a tu t in u m  a stro ru m  c o n c u r s u s  iu g e n s  visits  e st. C a d u n t a 
cre la  s te l lc e e . '’ .

In  3 8 3  a c o n ie t  Wits v is ib le  f o r  th ir ty  d .iy s . T h e  p la g tle  a g a in  in  
H o m e , S y r ia , & c . ; w ith  vast q u a n tit ie s  o f  lo cu s ts  d e s t r o y in g  a ll v e g e 
ta t io n  in  th e ir  tra ck .

In the J u ly  o f  this year—“  F u lq o r  p e r  cctlum disctirfefe VisUs est, 
floresqtie ill arboris astetiti stint. Erat enim mesis qUintUs,”

In  3 8 1  an  ea rth q u a k e , in  E g y p t ,  s w a llo w e d  u p  sev era l c it ie s , T h e  
c i t y  o f  R o m e  w as b u rn t b y  th e  G aU ls.

in  4 0 7  a c o m e t  w as v is ib le  fo r  fo u r  m o u th s , a n d  p e s t i l e n t  fa g e d  
in  m a n y  parts o f  E u ro p e  a g re a t  p a rt o f  th e  y e a r :  an  ea rth q u a k e  sw a l
lo w e d  u p  sev era l v il la g e s  in  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  C ib y r a in  P a le s t in e .

I n  5 9 0  a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p e a re d , a n d  a  terr ib le  p e s t i le n c e  s p re a d  
o v e r  all E u r o p e . T h e  P o p e  o rd e r e d  a s o le m n  p r o c e s s io n  a t R o m e  in  
c o n s e q u e n c e : th e  b e a t  was s o  g rea t th a t 8 0  o f  th e  p e r so n s  c o m p o s in g  
th e  p r o c e s s io n  d r o p p e d  d o w n  d e a d  in  th e  stree ts .

In  7 1 5  a la rg e  C om et a p p e a r e d , w h e n  e p id e m ic s  r a g e d  v io le n t ly ,  
a n d  th e  p la g u e  d e s t r o y e d  3 0 ,0 0 0  p e r so n s  in  C o n s ta n t in o p le  in  7 1 7 .

I n  7 2 6  tw o  c o m e ts  w ere  s e e n  in  E n g la n d , a n d  th e  p la g u e  ra g ed  to  
a grea t e x te n t . In  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  th e  B la c k  sea  a n d  th e D a rd a 
n e lle s  w ere  fr o z e n  Ovei*. T h e  s n o w , in  so m e  p la c e s , w as 5 0  fe e t  d e e p , 
a n d  th e sn o w  a n d  i c e  w ere  s o  h e a p e d  u p  in  Sam e c it ie s  as t o  p u sh  
d o w n  th e  w a l ls : m e te o r ic  d is p la y s  w ere  v e r y  p r e v a le n t  th is  y e a r , a n d  
in M a rch , “  S talloe s u b ito  c ce lo  d e c id e r e  v isce  su n t ( c o n fe r t im )  ita  u t 
o tin ies  in te rru e ru n t e t  p u ta ren t m u n d i fin em  im m in e r e .”

In  8 7 2  a c o m e t  a p p e a re d . P e s t ile n c e  ra g ed  in  E n g la n d . O n  th e  
d e p a rtu re  o f  th is  c o m e t , in 8 7  1. “  S n o w  c o n t in u e d  to  lu ll fr o m  th e

L  1
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b e g in n in g  o f  S e p te m b e r  t o  th e  e n d  o f  M a r c h , 8 7 5 , a n d  e n c u m b e r e d  
th e  g ro u n d  so  m u c h  th at th e  fo res ts  w ere  in a c c e s s ib le  f o r  fu e l .”

In  1025 a c o m e t  a p p ea red  a tte n d e d  b y  p e s t ile n c e .
In 1 1.‘ i3  a la rg e  c o m e t  a p p ea red . G re a t  dearth  in  E n g la n d . In  its 

d e p a r tu re , th e  f o l lo w in g  w in te r , th e  w e a th e r  w as v ery  se v e re  : th e  P o  
w as fro z e n  o v e r  fr o m  C r e m o n a  to  th e  sea . S n o w  re n d e re d  th e  ro a d s  
in  Ita ly  im p a ssa b le— w in e  ca sk s  w ere  b u rst  w ith  th e  fro s t , a n d  trees  
sp lit  b y  th e  a ction  o f  th e  fro s t  w ith  im m e n se  n o ise .

In  1 1 3 4  an ea rth q u a k e  in  E n g la n d , A u g u s t  2 n d , w h en  “  flam es o f  
fire w ere  seen  to  b u r st  o u t  o f  th e  earth  !”  A  storm  in  E n g la n d  th re w  
d o w n  h o u se s  a n d  p u b lic  b u ild in g s , tore  u p  trees, & c.

“  In 1179  th e  s n o w  w as 8  fe e t  d e e p  in A u str ia , a n d  la y  till E a s t e r ;  
th e  c r o p s  and  v in ta g e  k i lle d , a n d  “  a g rea t m u rra in  c o n s u m e d  m u c h  
c a tt le .”

In  1181 a la rge  c o m e t  a p p e a re d , a tte n d e d  w ith  a se v e re  p e s t ile n c e . 
I n  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  “ an  ea rth q u a k e  o v e r th re w  th e c h u r c h  o f  L in 
c o ln  a n d  o th e r s .”

In  1 2 1 9  a c o m e t  a p p e a re d , a n d  p e s t i le n c e  sp read  a ll o v e r  E u ro p e .
I n  1 2 2 2  a  c o m e t  o f  “  g rea t m a g n itu d e  a p p e a re d  g rea t dearth  in  

E n g la n d , a n d  a v io le n t  s to rm  th a t th rew  d o w n  sev era l c h u r c h e s  a n d  
d e s t r o y e d  m u ch  p ro p e rty . In  th is  y ea r  a v io le n t  ra in  in L o n d o n ,  
d o in g  g re a t  d a m a g e . In  1223  “ it th u n d e r e d  fo r  15 d a y s  to g e th e r , 
w ith  a te rr ib le  te m p e s t  o f  ra in .”  E a r th q u a k e  in  G erm a n y .

In  1 2 6 4  a  c o m e t  p a ssed  its p e r ih e lio n  on  th e (5th o f  J u l y :  g rea t 
p e s t ile n c e  a m o n g s t  m e n  and  ca tt le .

In  1 2 6 8  a c o m e t  a p p e a re d , a n d  in  1 2 6 9  a p e s t i le n c e  c u t o f f  m a n y  o f  
th e  C ru sa d ers  ;  in  th e  sam e y e a r  th e  fro s t  w as m o s t  in ten se  in S c o t 
la n d  ; a n d  th e  C u tte g u t was fro z e n  o v e r  b e tw e e n  N o r w a y  a n d  J u t 
la n d .

In  1347  a c o m e t  is  re c o r d e d  as h a v in g  a fr ig h t fu l a sp e ct . G rea t 
dearth  p r e v a ile d  in E n g la n d  th is  y e a r . O n  th is  c o m e t ’ s a p p ro a ch  to  
o u r  sy s te m , in  th e e n d  o f  1 3 4 5  a n d  b e g in n in g  o f  1340 , “  th e  p la g u e  
se ize d  c o u n tr y  a fte r  c o u n tr y . In  1 3 4 6  it ra g e d  w ith  g rea t v io le n c e  in  
T u r k e y , G r e e c e , S y r ia , a n d  th e  E a st I n d i e s ;  in  1347 , in  S ic i ly ,  P isa , 
G e n o a , & c . ; in 1 3 4 8 , in  S a v o y , P r o v e n c e ,  D a u p h in y , C a ta lo n ia , a n d  
C a stile  ; in  4 3 4 9 , it s e iz e d  E n g la n d , S c o t la n d , I r e la n d , a n d  F la n d e rs , 
a n d  th e  n e x t  y e a r  G e r m a n y , H u n g a ry , a n d  D e n m a rk . T h is  d rea d fu l 
p la g u e  is sa id  to  h a v e  d e s p o i le d  th e ea rth  o f  h a lf  o f  its in h a b ita n ts .*  
T h is  s c o u r g e  re a ch e d  C h in a , w h ere  it w as sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  o c c a s io n 
ed  b y  a g rea t ba ll o f  fire, w h ic h  e ith e r  b u rst o u t  o f  th e  earth  o r  fe ll 
fr o m  h e a v e n .f  I t  is n o t  k n o w n  h o w  m a n y  d ie d  o f  th e  p la g u e  in  
L o n d o n ,  h u t it is sta ted  that 5 0 ,0 0 0  w ere  b u r ied  in  o n e  w eek  in th e  
m e t r o p o l is  a n d  its  su b u rb s . N e a r ly  th e sam e n u m b e r  d ie d  in  N o r w ic h  
d u r in g  th e  th re e  y ea rs  o f  its c o n t in u a n c e ;  a t F lo r e n c e ,  9 0 ,COO; at 
\ e n ic e ,  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ;  in  G e r m a n y , 9 0 ,0 0 0 , a n d  in  the S p an ish  d o m in io n s  
n e a r ly  tw o  m illio n s .

In  1 3 4 9  th e  sea  w as fr o z e n  o v e r  a n d  p a ssa b le  'fr o m  S tra lsu n d  to  
D en m a rk . In  1 3 4 8  ra in  c o n t in u e d  in  E n g la n d  from  M id s u m m e r  t o  
C h r is tm a s , s o  th at th ere  w as n o t  a d a y  and a n ig h t  d r y  t o g e th e r ,

• Me re ra_v Histoire ile France, also H odge» de Pent#, 
f  Villanni luco. rrtato. V ol. 11.
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a n d  g rea t fam in e  p r e v a ile d . A  g rea t fro s t fo l lo w e d  tor n in e  w eek s , in  
1 3 4 9 , in  E n g la n d .

In  1361 a c o m e t  a p p ea red , a n d  a n o th e r  ill 1 3 6 2 . D u r in g  th e s e  tw o  
y ea rs  th e  p la g u e  v is ited  E n g la n d , S c o t la n d , F r a n c e , L o m b a r d y , & c. 
T h is  c o m e t  w as in tr o d u c e d  by  a v ery  s to rm y  p e r io d . O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  
v io le n t  o f  w h ich  o v e r to o k  k in g  E d w a rd  o n  h is  m a rc h , w ith in  tw o 
le a g u es  o f  C h artres  ; th e w in d  w as v io le n t  a n d  p ie r c in g , w ith  a fearfu l 
te m p e s t  o f  th u n d e r , l ig h tn in g , ra in , a n d  h ail. T h e  h a ils to n e s  are said 
to  h a v e  b e e n  so  la rg e  as to  k ill 6 0 0 0  o f  h is  h o r se s , a n d  1 0 0 0  o f  h is 
b e s t  t r o o p s , in  1 3 5 9 .

In  1406 a c o m e t  ap p ea red  a tten d ed  w ith  a fr ig h tfu l p la g u e  : w h e r e o f
1 3 0 ,0 0 0  p e r so n s  d ie d  in  L o n d o n . O n  th e  d ep a rtu re  o f  th is  c o m e t , in  
1 4 0 8 , o n e  o f  th e  c o ld e s t  w in ters  e v e r  k n o w n  w as e x p e r ie n c e d .  N o t  
o n ly  w as th e  D a n u b e  fr o z e n  o v e r ,  b u t a lso  th e  se a  b e tw e e n  G o th la n d  
a n d  G la n d , a n d  b e tw e e n  N o r w a y  and  D e n m a rk , s o  th a t w o lv e s , d r iv e n  
fro m  th e ir  fo re s ts  b y  c o ld  a n d  h u n g e r , c r o s s e d  o v e r  th e  ic e  in to  .1 in 
la n d . In  F r a n c e , th e v in e y a r d s  a n d  o r c h a r d s  w ere  d e s t r o y e d  by  th e 
in te n s ity  o f  th e  w ea th er.

In  1426 a p p ea red  a n o th e r  la r g e  c o m e t . V io le n t  p la g u e  ra g ed  in 
E u r o p e  : a  v io le n t  e a r th q u a k e  fe lt  in  E n g la n d , S e p te m b e r  2 8 th , a t 
te n d e d  w ith  th u n d e r  a n d  lig h tn in g . In  th e  w in ter o f  th is  y e a r  p e r 
so n s  tr a v e lle d  o n  th e  ice  from  L u b e c  to  P ru ss ia , a n d  th e  B a lt ic  w as 
c o v e r e d  w ith  ice  from  M e c k le n b u r g  to  D e n m a rk .

C o m e ts  a p p e a re d  in  1149  a n d  1 4 5 0 , a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  e x te n s iv e  
p la g u e s  th r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e  an d  A s ia .

In  1500 a c o m e t  w as v is ib le  fo r  fo u r  m o n t h s ;  a n d  in  1499 th e p la g u e  
ca rr ie d  o f f  3 0 ,0 0 0  p e rso n s  in L o n d o n . T h e  s w e a tin g  s ic k n e s s *  p r e 
v a ile d  a b o u t th is  t im e , and it is sa id  to  h a v e  o r ig in a te d  in th e  a rm y  
w h ich  k in g  E d w a rd  v n .  b r o u g h t  w ith  h im  fr o m  F r a n ce , a n d  la n d e d  
in  W a le s .

C o m e ts  a p p e a re d  in  1 5 5 4 , 1 5 5 6 , an d  1 5 5 7 ;  p e s t ile n c e  p r e v a ile d  
tntam Europam. S w e a t in g  s ick n e ss  b ro k e  o u t  in L o n d o n ,  J u ly  
1 5 5 1 ;  a n d  it w as so  v e h e m e n t , th a t p e rso n s  a tta ck e d  w ith  it d ie d  ill 
tw e n ty -fo u r  h ou rs , f t  ra g ed  a ls o  in I ta lv .f  T h e  w in ter  o f  1 5 5 4  w as 
so  sev ere  in  F la n d e r s , th a t th e  w in e , d is tr ib u te d  to  the s o ld ie r s , w as 
c u t  in  p ie c e s  w ith  h a tch e ts .

In  1561  a c o m e t  a p p ea red . In  1 5 6 3  th e p la g u e  ra g e d  in  L o n d o n ,  
o f  w h ich  2 3 ,3 7 2  d ie d , a n d  from  th e 1st to  th e  1 2 th  o f  D e c e m b e r , in 
th e  sa m e  y e a r , it th u n d e r e d  a n d  lig h te n e d  e v e ry  d a y  in  a  terr ib le  
m a n n e r . T h e  w in ters  o f  1564 a n d  1 5 6 5  w ere  e x tr e m e ly  c o ld  a n d  
p r o tr a c te d , a n d  th e  S c h e ld t  w as fro z e n  o v e r  so  h a rd  as to  a d m it  o f  
lo a d e d  w a g g o n s  p a s s in g  o v e r  it fo r  th re e  m o n th s .

In  1 5 7 0  a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p e a r e d , a n d  d u r in g  its  s ta y  6 0 ,0 0 0  p e r 
so n s  d ie d  o f  p e s t ile n c e  at V e n ic e .  T h e  w in te r  o f  1571  w as so  se v e re  
th a t a ll th e  r iv e rs  in  F r a n c e  w ere  c o v e r e d  w ith  h a r d  a n d  s o l id  ic e , 
a n d  fru it trees , e v e n  in  L a n g u e d o c ,  w ere  k ille d  b y  th e  frost.

In  1 5 8 0  a c o m e t  was v is ib le  fo r  tw o  m o n t h s ;  p e s t i le n c e  p r e v a ile d

• Called Sudor Anglicns and Febris Ephemera Britan., from the supposition that 
it degenerated in England. V id. Caium de 1‘ ebr. Ephemer. Brit., and Lord
Bacon’s History o f Heurv V I I I .

t Bondinelli contagio in Firenze et suimnoite Histor. Di. Napoli.
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all o v e r  E u r o p e  arul A s ia :  it w as s o  fa ta l a t  G ra n d  C a iro  th a t 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  
p e r so n s  w ere  c u t  o f f  b y  it.

In  1 6 0 0  a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p ea red . D re a d fu l p la g u es  in  I ta ly , S p a in , 
P o r tu g a l, T u r k e y , M o r o c c o ,  a n d  E n g la n d , In  L o n d o n  .‘1 0 ,57 8  p e r 
so n s  d ie d .

In  K i l l  a n o th e r  c o m e t  b e c a m e  v i s ib l e : d u r in g  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  
d ie d  o f  th e  p la g u e  at C o n s ta n t in o p le .

In  1 6 2 5  a c o m e t  a p p e a re d , a n d  a d rea d fu l p la g u e  ca rr ied  o i l  in  L o n 
d o n  3 5 ,4 1 7  p erson s .

In  1 6 6 4 , “  D e c e m b e r  .0 th ,"  w rites  D r . G o o d ,  P h y s ic ia n  to  k in g  
C h a r les  it . ,  “  at s ix  in  th e  m o r n in g , in  th e  sou th  east, a p p e a re d  a 
c o m e t  a lm o s t  as b ig  as th e m o o n ,  a n g ry  and  te r r ib le .”  T h e  c o m e t  
w as at its  n ea rest a p p r o a c h  to  th e  earth  in A p r i l ,  1 6 6 5 . A  g rea t 
p la g u e  th is  y e a r :  “  in  L o n d o n  a lo n e ,”  says D r. G o o d ,  “  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e r 
s o n s  d ie d . "  T h is  y e a r  is rem ark ab le  fo r  “  th ree b la z in g  starres !”

In  1 7 0 2  a c o m e t  a p p ea red  in  E n g la n d , a n d  p e s t ile n c e  ra g e d .
In  1 7 0 3  th e m o s t  te r r ib le  s to rm  o f  w in d  o c c u r r e d  e v e r  k n o w n  in 

E n g la n d , o n  th e  2 6 th  a n d  2 7 th  o f  N o v e m b e r :  14,0110 h o u s e s  and  
c h u r c h e s  w ere  u n r o o fe d  o r  b lo w n  d o w n  ; w h o le  g r o v e s  o f  trees  w ere 
to rn  u p  b y  th e ro o ts , a n d  th e  lea d s  o n  th e  r o o fs  o f  c h u r c h e s  and  o th e r  
b u ild in g s  w ere  ro lle d  u p  lik e  s c r o lls  o f  p a rc h m e n t . O n e  h u n d re d  a n d  
fo r ty  v e sse ls  w ere su n k  in  th e  T h a m e s , a n d  m a n y  m o r e  g re a t ly  i n 
ju r e d ,  ju s t  re tu rn ed  fro m  th e  M e d ite rra n e a n , lo s t  o n e  s e c o n d -r a te , 
fo u r  th ird -ra te , fo u r  fo u rth -ra te , b e s id e s  m a n y  o th e rs  o f  le ss  n o te  w h ich  
w ere  c a s t  a w a y  and  d a sh ed  to  p ie c e s  o n  th e  E n g lish  co a s t— m o r e  than 
1 ,5 0 0  b ra v e  sea m en  w ere  lo s t , b e s id es  s o m e  h u n d re d s  w h o  w ere  
w re ck e d  in  m e r ch u n t -v cs se ls . I n  L o n d o n  a lon e  th e  lo s s  w as e s tim a 
te d  at n ea r ly  tw o  m il l io n s  s te r l in g  !

In  th e  la tter p a rt o f  1 7 0 7  a n o th e r  c o m e t  w as see n , and p e s t ile n c e  
ra g e d  in  E n g la n d  a n d  o n  th e  C o n t in e n t .  O n  th e  d ep a rtu re  o f  th is  
c o m e t , in  1 7 0 8 , th e  w in te r  o b ta in e d  th e  a p p e lla t io n  o f  th e  “  C o ld  
W in t e r .”  A l l  th e  r iv ers  a n d  la k es  w ere  fr o z e n  o v e r ,  a n d  e v e n  th e  
seas to  th e d is ta n ce  o f  sev era l m ile s  fr o m  th e  s h o re . T h e  frost is sa id  
to  h a v e  p e n e tr a te d  th ree  y a rd s  in to  th e  g r o u n d , ih r d s  a n d  b ea sts  
w ere  fo u n d  s trew ed  d e a d  in  th e  fie ld s , a n d  m en  p e r ish e d  b y  th o u sa n d s  
in  th e ir  h ou ses .- T h e  sh ru b s  a n d  v e g e ta b le s  w ere n ea r ly  all k il le d  b y  
th e  fro s t in E n g la n d , and  w h ea t ro se  in  p r ice  fr o m  £ 2 .  to  £ 4 .  a q u a r 
ter. In  th e S ou th  o f  F r a n c e  th e  p la n ta t io n s  w ere  a lm o s t  e n tire ly  d e 
s tr o y e d . T h e  A d r ia t ic  sea  was c o m p le t e ly  fr o z e n  o v e r ,  as w as a lso  
th e  c o a s t  o f  th e  M ed ite rra n e a n  a b o u t  G e n o a , a n d  th e c it r o n  and  o ra n g e  
g r o v e s  su ffe red  e x te n s iv e ly  in  th e  fin e s t  parts o f  I ta ly . T h e  fro s t c o n 
t in u e d  in  E n g la n d  fro m  D e c e m b e r  1701), to  M a r c h  1 7 1 0 , w ith  h eav y  
fa lls  o f  s n o w .

In  1 7 3 9 , o n  th e  6 th  o f  J u n e , ft c o m e t  pa ssed  its p e r ih e lio n . D u r in g  
th is  y e a r  8 0 ,0 0 0  p e r so n s  d ie d  in  I r e la n d  o f  fa m in e  a n d  d y se n te r y . O n  
N o v e m b e r  1st, 1 7 4 0 , a v io le n t  s to rm  p a ssed  o v e r  E n g la n d . T h e  c o ld  
o f  th e w in te r  o f  1710  w as b u t  little  in fe r io r  to  th e  m e m o r a b le  w in ter  
o f  1701). In  S p ain  a n d  P o r tu g a l th e  s n o w  la y  fr o m  e ig h t  to  ten  fee t 
d e e p  ; th e  Z u d e r z e e  w as fr o z e n  o v e r ,  a n d  m a n y  th o u sa n d  p e r s o n s  
w a lk ed  a n d  a m u sed  th e m s e lv e s  b y  s k a tin g  o n  it. A t  L e y d e n ,  th e  
th e rm o m e te rs  fe ll 10 d e g r e e s  b e lo w  z e ro  o f  F a re n h e it . A ll  th e la k es  
in E n g la n d  w ere fro z e n  o v e r ,  and  an o x  w as roa sted  w h o le  o n  th e  
T h a m e s . T r e e s  w ere k ille d  b y  th e trust, an d  p o s t il l io n s  b e n u m b e d
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on  th e ir  s a d d le s .  T h e  fr o s t  la sted  in  E n g la n d  fo r  n in e  w eek s . In  
b o th  th e  y ea rs  1 7 0 9  a n d  17*10 th e  g en era l a s se m b ly  d ì  th e  c h u r c h  o f  
S c o t la n d  o rd a in e d  a n a t io n a l fast to  b e  h e ld  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  d ea rth  
th a t p r e v a ile d  a t th o s e  p e r io d s .

In  1 7 4 2  a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p e a r e d , a n d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  w in ter  a n 
o th e r  s e v e re  fro s t  w as e x p e r ie n c e d .

I n  1 7 4 3  tw o  c o m e ts  w ere s e e n , o n e  o f  th e m  o f  v e r y  la rg e  s iz e , v is i 
b le  fro m  D e c e m b e r  2 3 r d , 1 7 4 3 , t o  F e b ru a ry  1 8 th , 1 7 4 4 , in  th e s ig n  
A r ie s . T h e  re a ct io n  fo l lo w e d  th ese  c o m e t ic  a p p e a ra n ce  in  1 7 4 4 , w h en  
a n o th e r  sev ere  w in te r  w as fe lt. T h e  M a in e  w as fr o z e n  o v e r  fo r  se v e n  
w e e k s , an d  at E v o r a , in  P o r tu g a l, th e  p e o p le  c o u ld  h a r d ly  c re e p  o u t  
o f  th e ir  h o u se s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  g re a t  fa ll o f  sn o w . I n  1 7 4 3  fo r ty -  
s ix  th ou sa n d  p erson s  d ie d  o f  th e  p la g u e  in  M ess in a .

In  1791 the p la g u e  ra g e d  in  E g y p t  a n d  S m y rn a , a n d  in  S e p te m b e r  
o f  th e sa m e  yea r a v io le n t  h a il s to rm  in  C a la b r ia , s o m e  o f  th e  b a il-  
s t o n e s  w e ig h in g  an  E n g lis h  p o u n d , d e s t r o y in g  all h o p e s  o f  th e  c o m in g  
v in ta g e . O n  th e  2 5 th  o f  O c t o b e r ,  in  th e  sam e y ea r , th e  c h u r c h  ut 
S p e ld h u r s t , K e n t , w a s  d e s tr o y e d  b y  l ig h tn in g , a n d  th e  b e lls  w ere 
m e lte d  b y  th e  e le c t r ic  f lu id :  o th e r  d a m a g e  w as d o n e  at I ta y n h a m . 
I n  S u s se x  s o m e  o f  th e  h a il -s to n e s  m ea su red  lo u r  in c h e s  in  c ir c u m fe r 
e n c e . O n  th e  2 1 s t  o f  J u n e  th e is la n d  o f  C u b a  w as d e lu g e d  w ith  ra in  ; 
3 0 0 0  p e r so n s  p e r ish e d  b y  th e  f lo o d s , a n d  1 1 ,7 0 0  h ead  o f  cu ttle  w ere  
d e s t r o y e d  b y  th e  to rren ts  o c c a s io n e d  b y  th e  rain .

O n  th e  13th  o f  J a n u a ry , 1 7 9 2 , a  c o m e t  a p p e a re d — th e  p la g u e  raged  
in  E g y p t  a n d  s w e p t  o il ’ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  so u ls .

In  J a n u a ry , 1 7 9 3 , a n o th e r  c o m e t  a p p ea red , d u r in g  th e  stay o f  w h ich  
th o u sa n d s  o f  p e r so n s  w ere  sw e p t o f f  b y  th e  p la g u e  ill P h ila d e lp h ia , 
a n d  a lso  o n  th e  co a s ts  o f  B a rb a ry . In  th is  y ea r  th e  tid e  ro se  at 
W h ite h a v e n  s ix  fe e t  a b o v e  its u su a l le v e l ,  o v e r f lo w e d  th e s u rr o u n d in g  
c o u n t r y , a n d  d id  g rea t d a m a g e . O il th e  2 n d  o f  J u n e  at S a v a u n a h  
L a c le a r , in  J a m a ica , w ere  v e ry  v io le n t  s to rm s , in  o n e  o f  w h ich  h a il
s to n e s  fe ll ns la rge  as p ig e o n s ’ e g g s ,  a n d  at T h o r n t o n ,  ill L e ic e s t e r 
sh ir e , h a il -s to n e s  fe ll w h ich  m ea su red  fr o m  4  t o  in c h e s  in  c i r c u m 
fe re n ce .

In  1 7 9 4  v io le n t  s to rm s  w ere  a lm o s t  u n iv ersa l o v e r -G r e a t  B r ita in , 
b y  w h ich  g rea t d a m a g e  w as d o n e . I n  N o v e m b e r , a v io le n t  s to r m  o f  
ra in  fe ll in  N o r fo lk ,  in u n d a tin g  m a n y  to w n s , p a rticu la r ly  N o r w ic h . 
A t  P ly m o u th , o n  th e  '29uh o f  F e b ru a ry , 1 7 9 2 , o c c u r r e d  th e m o s t  tre
m e n d o u s  storm  e v e r  k n o w n  fo r  m a n y  y ea rs , th e tide  ro se  tw o  feat 
h ig h e r  th an  u su a l, a n d  in u n d a ted  a g re a t  p a rt u f  th e  to w n . T h is  
s to rm  is sa id  t o  h av e  b e e n  v ery  little  s h o r t  o f  th e terr ific  s to rm  in  N o 
v e m b e r , 1 7 0 3 , w h ich  d e s tro y e d  E d d y s to n e  lig h th o u s e , to g e th e r  w ith  
W in s t o m le v ,  th e  a r c h ite c t . O s  th e  2 n d  o f  M a r c h , a n  ea rth q u a k e  
w as fe lt  a t K e tte r in g , in  N o r th a m p to n s h ir e , a n d  th r o u g h  th e  co u n t ie s  
o f  B e d fo r d , L e ic e s te r , N o t i in g l ia iu , B u t la u d ,;a u d .L iu c o ln . S h o c k s  
w ere a lso  fe lt  in  sev era l p a rts  .o f  E n g la n d  T h e  n ig h t  .o f  th e  2 0 t h  o f  
J u ly ,  in  th e  sam e y e a r , was m a rk ed  b v  a d re a d fu l s to rm  o f  th u n d e r , 
l ig h tn iu g , a n d  h ea v y  ra in , th r o u g h o u t  E n g la n d . O n ,th e  2 7 th  o f  J u ly , 
in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  h ea v y  ra in s, C u m b e r la n d  w as f lo o d e d  fr o m  th e 
o v e r f lo w in g  o f  th e  T y n e  a n d  D e r w e n t . A t ‘C a t l ik e  th e  f lo o d  w a s  
g r e a te s t  e v e r  k n o w n  fo r  m a n y  y ea rs .

V io le n t  s torm s o c c u r r e d  m  E n g la n d  in  D e c e m b e r ,  1 7 9 2  ; a lso  ip  
A p r i l ,  1 7 9 3  : th e fa ll o f  sn o w  w as so  g rea t iu  W o r t t e s le i ih i ie  as t o

u  m



2 3 4  THE ASTKO-PHILOSOPHKK A N »  METEOROLOGIST.

s to p  all tr a v e llin g  t i l l  th e  la b o u re rs  e m p lo y e d  c o u ld  d ig  a p a ssa g e  
th ro n g h  it. In  L e ic e s te r s h ir e , at th e sa m e  tim e , th e sn o w  w as 2 fee t, 
Hnd in  s o m e  p la ce s  m o r e  th an  3  fe e t  d e e p . A t  B r is to l , o n  th e  9th  o f  
•July, th e  th e r m o m e te r  s to o d  at 9 0  d e g re e s  in  th e  sh a d e . I n  D e c e m 
ber, E n g la n d  w as a g a in  f lo o d e d . I n  1 7 9 4 , o n  th e  c o m e t ’ s d ep a rtu re , 
a v io le n t  te m p e s t , in  E n g la n d , o n  J a n u a ry  K ith , d id  m u c h  d a m a g e  to  
th e  s h ip p in g  at S h ie ld s  and  o th e r  p la c e s  ; “  b y  a c c o u n ts  from  a ll parts 
o f  th e  c o u n t r y , th e  s to rm  w a s  d rea d fu l, a n d  in  m a n y  p la c e s  th e ca la m i 
t ie s  d r e a d fu l.”

In  1799  tw o  c o m e ts  a p p ea red , a n d  2 4 7 ,0 0 0  p e r so n s  d ie d  o f  the 
p la g u e  in  M o r o c c o .  T h e  yea rs  1 7 9 9  a n d  1810  arc s till fresh  in  th e  
m e m o r ie s  o f  m a n y  p e r so n s  n o w  liv in g , w h e n  th e  h a rv es ts  w ere d e 
s tr o y e d  b y  in ce ssa n t ra in s, a n d  c o r n  r o se  to  5 g u in ea s  a lo a d , a n d  the 
q u a rtern  lo a f  to  2s. In  1 8 1 0  th e  co rn  w as n o t  g a th e re d  in , in  so m e  
parts o f  E n g la n d  till N o v e m b e r , a n d  in  o th e rs  n o t  a t a ll. T h e  w in ter 
o f  1 8 0 0  was s e v e re ly  c o ld  a n d  p r o tra c te d , a n d  th e  y ea r  w as re m a r k 
a b le  fo r  m a n y  v io le n t  s t o r m s ; o n e  o f  w h ic h , o n  th e  1 9 th  o f  A u g u s t ,  
d id  great, m is c h ie f  in  O x fo rd sh ire ,. B e d fo rd sh ire , and  th e  a d jo in in g  
c o u n t ie s  : m a n y  o f  the h a il -s to n e s  m ea su red  e le v e n  in c h e s  in  c ir c u m -  
le r e n c e , and k illed  h a res , ra b b its , p a r tr id g e s , a n d  o th e r  b ird s , p a rt icu 
la r ly  in  B e d fo rd sh ire .

A  c o m e t  a p p e a re d  in  1 8 0 4 , a n d  tw o  in  1 8 0 5 . G re a t  p e s t ile n c e  in  
S p a in  a n d  G ib ra lta r , a n d  m u c h  fe v e r  all o v e r  E u r o p e . O n  J a n u a ry , 
1 8 0 4 , a tr e m e n d o u s  h u rr ic a n e , w h ich  c o n t in u e d  th ro n g h  th e  n ig h t , 
o c c u r r e d  at S w a n sea , G la m o rg a n s h ir e  ; it  c a m e  o n  s u d d e n ly , and  by 
re p o rts  o f  th e  p i lo ts ,  w as p r e c e d e d  b y  u n u su a l a g ita t ion  o f  th e  sea . 
T h e s e  c o m e ts  w ere  p r e c e d e d  b y  so m e  v e r y  e x tra o rd in a ry  m e te o r ic  
p h e n o m e n a , b e s id e s  th e  o n e  ju s t  m e n tio n e d . O n  th e  4 th  o f  J u ly , 
1803, a ba ll o f  fire , d u r in g  a th u n d e r -s to r m , fe ll u p o n  a p u b lic  h o u s e , 

in  W a p p in g , w h ich  im m e d ia te ly  fired  it  a n d  th e  h o u s e  a d jo in in g . O n  
th e  2 6 th  o f  A p r il ,  at L ’ A ig le ,  in  N o r m a n d y , a sh o w e r  o f  s to n e s  fe ll ,  
a b o u t tw o  th o u sa n d  o f  w h ich  w ere  c o l le c t e d , v a r y in g  in w e ig h t from  
2 0  d r a c h m s  to  1 7 i p o u n d s  e a c h . A n d  o n  th e  1 3 th  o f  N o v e m b e r , at 
h a lf-p a st e ig h t  r .  m ., an  a s to n is h in g  b r ig h t m e t e o r  p a ssed  o v e r  L in d e n , 
a n d  lig h te d  u p  th e  a tm o s p h e re  fo r  n h ou t a m in u te , s o  a s  to  re n d e r  
le g ib le  th e  w rit in g s  o n  th e s ig n  b o a rd s  a n d  s h o p  fron ts .

T h e  y ea r  1811 had its tw o  c o m e ts , o n e  o f  w h ich  w as th e  m o s t  b r i l 
lian t w itn essed  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs , a n d  w as v is ib le  fro m  S e p te m b e r , 1811  
till M a r c h , 1 8 1 2 . T h e  s u m m e r  o f  1811  w as th e  fin est o n  r e c o r d  fo r  
m a n y  y ea rs , a n d  th e  w in e from  th e  v in ta g e  o f  th a t y ea r  is  said to  e x c e l  
that o f  a n y  v in ta g e  e ith e r  b e fo r e  o r  s in c e  ; a n d  su ch  is  th e  h ig h  e s t i
m a tion  in  w h ich  th e  w in e  o f  th at y e a r  is h e ld , th a t it n o t  o n ly  o b ta in 
ed  th e  a p p e lla t io n  o f  th e  “  C o m e t  W in e , ”  b u t se lls  fo r  £ 3 0 .  o r  £ 4 0 .  
p e r  p ip e  m o r e  th an  th a t o f  a n y  o th e r  v in ta g e  k n o w n . E p id e m ic  
a m o n g  m e n , a n d  m u rra in  a m o n g  c a t t le , w ere  th e  p r e lu d e s  to  th ese  
c o m e ts . V io le n t  s to rm s  a lso  p r e c e d e d  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  th ese  c o m e ts .  
O n  th e 6th  a n d  8 th  o f  M a rch  a v io le n t  te m p e s t  a t C a d iz  m ad e  g rea t 
d e s tru c t io n  a m o n g  th e  s h ip p in g ;  an d  o n  th e  1 st o f  J u ly  a v io le n t  
storm  raged  a l l  o v e r  E n g la n d , a n d  w as p a rt icu la r ly  s e v e re  in  L o n d o n .  
O n  th e  2 8 th  o f  M a y , 1 8 1 1 , th e  S e v e r n  r o se  at W o r c e s t e r  tw en ty  feet 
in  tw e n ty -fo u r  h o u rs . A  s h o w e r  o f  m e te o r ic  s to n e s  fe ll at N e w  C o n 
n e c t ic u t , C a sw e ll C o u n t y , U n ite d  S ta te d , o n  th e  2()th  o f  J n n u a rv . 
T h e  re a c t io n  o n  the d ep a rtu re  o f  th is c o m e t  m u st s till be fresh  in  th e
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r e c o l le c t io n  o f  e v e r y  s e x a g e n a r ia n , v iz . th e  s e v e re  w in te rs  o f  1 8 1 3  a n d  
1 8 1 4 , e a ch  vear r e c o r d in g  its  c o m e t , w h ere in  a fa ir  w as h e ld  o n  th e  
r iv e r  T h a m e s , a s h e e p  an d  an o x  w ere roa sted  w h o le  on  th e  ic e , and 
p r in t in g  p resses  w ere  e re cte d  th e re o n  to  co m m e m o r a te  th e  se v e r ity  o f  
th e  w in ter. T h e  A n tiq u a r ia n  S o c ie t y  o f  N e w c a s t le  re c o r d e d  th a t the 
ra p id  r iv e r  T y n e  was fr o z e n  to  th e  d e p th  o f  2 0  in c h e s . P la g u e  ra g ed  
v io le n t ly  at M a lta , and  p e s t ile n c e  v e r y  se v e re  in Syria  an d  S m y rn a .

A m o n g  th e  v io le n t  s torm s r e co rd e d  in  1 8 1 3  is o n e  at B e ilb y , n ear 
P o c k in g t o n , on  th e 2 6 th  o f  J u ly ,  d u r in g  w h ich  severa l p e r so n s , w h o  
w ere  m a k in g  h a v , w ere  k n o c k e d  d o w n  b v  th e  h a ils to n e s , and  a w o 
m an  w as k ille d  ! In  A u g u s t , o f  th e sam e year, “  a d iv is io n  o f  B ritish  
in fa n try  w ere , w h ile  c r o s s in g  th e P y re n e e s , o v e r ta k e n  b y  a h a ils to rm , 
th e  s to n e s  o f  w h ich  v a ried  in  s ize  from  a bean  to  an  e g g . tVliirlroinds 
w ere  a lso  a m o n g  th e  a ct iv e  p h e n o m e n a  o n  th e  a p p ro a ch  o f  th is  c e le 
b ra ted  c o m e t . O n e  o c c u r r e d  o n  th e 2 2 n d  o f  S e p te m b e r , 1 8 1 0 , a t 
F e r n a ll  H e a th , W o r c e s te r s h ir e  ; it  v a r ie d  in  w id th  fr o m  h a lf  a m ile  to  
a m ile , a n d  d id  m u c h  d a m a g e  o n  its  p a s s a g e : in o n e  farm  2 0 0  trees 
w ere  torn  u p  b y  th e  ro o ts . A n o th e r  w h ir lw in d , a c c o m p a n ie d  by a 
s e v e re  h a ils to rm , p a ssed  o v e r  B o n sa ll ,  D e r b y s h ir e , o n  th e  12 th  o f  
M a y , 1 8 1 1 , a n d  d id  co n s id e r a b le  d a m a g e . A n d  o n  th e  2 5 th  o f  th e  
sam e m o n th , a w h ir lw in d , at P la s y o lle n , S h ro p s h ire , to r e  u p  m a n y  
trees  b v  th e  r o o ts , a n d  ca rr ied  th e m  to  a  co n s id e ra b le  d is ta n ce . In  
J a n u a ry , 1 8 1 4 , a g r e a t  fall o f  s n o w  all o v e r  E n g la n d . In  1816, a 
c o m e t  a p p e a r e d , and  th e  p la g u e  w as sev ere  a t N a p le s . A n o th e r  c o m e t  
a p p ea red  in 1 8 4 "  ; th e  ch o le ra  m o rb u s  b r o k e  o u t  in  J u n e  in  th e m e 
tr o p o lis ,  and  b e ca m e  v e r y  v io le n t  in  A u g u s t . 1 8 3 2  h ad  its  tw o  c o m e ts , 
a n d  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  th ou sa n d  p e r so n s  d ie d  o f  p la g u e  a n d  c h o le r a  in  th e  p r o 
v in c e  o f  C h ilia n  (S o g d ia n a )  in  P ersia . “ T im e s .”  C h o le r a  a lso  ra g ed  
from  C h in a  to  A r c h a n g e l ; fr o m  S y r ia  to  S lig o , an d  fro m  I n d ia  to  N o r th  
A m e r i c a ; h e n c e  E n ck e's Com et w ill be lo n g  re m e m b e r e d . O n  th e 
d ep a rtu re  o f  th e se  th re e  c o m e ts ,  th e  re a c t io n s  w ill b e  lo n g  a n d  p a in 
fu lly  re m e m b e re d . In  th e  S u m m e r  o f  1 8 3 3 , tr e m e n d o u s  g a le s  o f  w in d  
d id  v e r y  g rea t d a m a g e  to  th e  s h ip p in g  in  th e  p o r t  o f  L o n d o n ,  a n d  
o th e r  p la c e s  o n  th e  coa st o f  E n g la n d . In  th e  w in ters  o f  1 8 3 3  an d  3 4  
n u m e ro u s  s h ip w r e c k s  o c c u r r e d  o n  th e  c o a s ts  o f  E n g la n d , S c o t la n d , 
a n d  I r e la n d , as w ell as o n  b o th  s ides  o f  th e  C h a n n e l, a n d  o n  th e  sh ore  
o f  th e  G erm a n  o c e a n  ; w ith  a  lo s s  o f  u p w a rd s  o f  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to n s . In  
A u g u s t , 1 8 3 1 , a v io le n t  s to rm , d u r in g  w h ich  p ie c e s  o f  ice  th re e  in ch e s  
in  d ia m e te r  fell at P a d u a  in Ita ly . A n o th e r  te rr ific  s to rm  sw ep t o v e r  
th e  is la n d  o f  D o m in ic a . In  th e  su m m er o f  1 8 3 2 , at M o n tr e a l, in  
L o w e r  C a n a d a , from  11 P  M . t i ll  a b o u t  5  P. M .,  a  te r r ib le  d a rk n ess  
ca m e  o v e r ,  eq u a l to  th e  d a rk e s t  n ig h t in  E n g la n d — d u r in g  w h ich  
M a jo r  S ta ck  a sser ted , “  th ere  w as n e ith e r  m ist , f o g ,  n o r  s m o k e ,”  it  is 
k n o w n  in  C a n a d a  as th e  dark day, in  A m e r ica .

I m ig h t  h a v e  e n u m e ra te d  m a n y  m o r e  c o m e ts , b u t  su ffic ien t has a l
rea d y  b e e n  sa id  to  sh e w  n u m e ro u s  c o in c id e n c e s  o f  e x tra o rd in a ry  e le c 
tr ica l p h e n o m e n a  w ith  c o m e t ic  p e r io d s  ; I m a y , h o w e v e r , b r ie fly  c o n 
c lu d e  th is m e la n c h o ly  ca ta lo g u e  w ith  a s lig h t  a llu s io n  to  1 8 4 4 , w it! 
its tw o  c o m e ts , an d  a lso  th e  y e a r  1 8 4 5 , w ith  its tw o  c o m e ts . V V el1 
th e n , th e w a rm th  and  d r o u g h t  o f  A p r il  a n d  M a y , 1 8 4 1 , o n ly  tw o -te n th  
in  M a y , a n d  in  th e  tw o  m o n th s  a b o u t o n e -q u a r te r  o f  an in c h  o f  rah 
— in flu en za , s ca r la tin a , and  o th e r  e p id e m ic s  w ere  r ife , a n d  a v io le n  
d isease  o r  m u rra in  a m o n g  ca tt le  and  h o rse s  w as e x te n s iv e ly  fe lt. H o r n
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ud c a tt le  lo s t  th e ir  h oot's, a n d  o n e  o m n ib u s  p r o p r ie to r ,*  lo s t  100 h orses  
in  a  few  d a y s  by  v io le n t  s p a s m o d ic  a tta ck s  in  th e ir  b o w e ls — a m u rra in  
a m o n g  th e  ca ttle  in  S c o t la n d  sp rea d  its  r a v a g e s . F r ig h tfu l m a ssa cre  
o f  th e  A ra b s , b y  th e F r e n c h , in  A lg ie r s .  D re a d fu l c o n f l ic t  in  N e w  
Z e a la n d , a n d  to ta l d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  tow n  o f  th e  H ay o f  Is la n d s . 
C h o le r a  a t S e r a m p o r e . E a r th q u a k e s  o c c u r r e d  in  M e x ic o ,  and  v io le n t  
s to rm s  in  E n g la n d , a n d  o n  th e  C o n t in e n t , in  th e  S p r in g  o f  18-40, a n d  
in J u ly  o f  th e  sa m e  y ea r , th ere  h a v e  b e e n  w itn e sse d  v io le n t  s torm s in  
F r a n c e , a tte n d e d  w ith  lo s s  o f  l i fe , b o th  to  m a n  a n d  b e a s t ; w h ile  E n g 
la n d  w as v is ite d  b y  s to rm s  d o in g  in c a lc u la b le  m is c h ie f  in  M o n m o u th , 
D o r s e t ,  N o r fo lk ,  H e re fo r d s h ire , W o r c e s te r s h ir e , G lo u c e s te r s h ir e , R o s s -  
sh ire , N o tt in g h a m s h ir e , L e ic e s t e r s h ir e ,  L in c o ln s h ir e ,  Y o r k s h ir e ,  a n d  
n e a r ly  u ll o v e r  E n g la n d , th e  m e tr o p o l is  n o t  e s c a p in g . T h e  r e a c t io n  
o f  th e c o m e ts  in  1 8 4 4  w as s e v e re ly  fe lt  in  th e  lo n g , p r o tr a c te d  w in te r ;  
th e  fro s t  c o n t in u in g , w ith  v ery  liLtie in te rv a l, n e a r ly  e ig h te e n  w e e k s : 
and  i f  c o m e ta ry  r e a c t io n  is s till to  g o  o n , w e m a y  a n t ic ip a te  a n o th e r  
c o ld  a n d  p r o tra c te d  w in te r  a n d  b a ck w a rd  s p r in g  in  1 8 4 6 .

W h a t  sh a ll we sa y , th e n , h a v e  c o m e ts  a n y  in flu e n ce  o v e r  o u r  c l i 
m a te , o r  h a v e  th e y  n o t ?  I f  n o t , h o w  is it , o r  u p o n  w h a t p r in c ip le  d o  
s u c h  ex tra ord in a ry  c o in c id e n c e s  e x is t  ? A n d  o f  w hut v a lu e  are a ll re 
c o r d e d  o b s e r v a t io n s , i f  n o  e ssen tia l u se  is  to  be m a d e  o f  th em  ?

W h o  ca n  ca st h is  e v e s  tow a rd s  h e a v e n  a n d  n o t  e x c la im , W h a t  a 
n o b le  s c e n e  ! a n d  is th is  s c e n e  so  m a g n if ic e n t , o n ly  c r e a te d  fo r  m a n , 
v ile  w o r m , to  g a z e  u t?

L e t  u s , th e n , e x t e n d  o u r  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  it in th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  
o f  a s tr o n o m ic a l s c ie n c e . I f  c r e a t io n  b e  so  v a st, h o w  m u c h  g rea ter  
m u st b e  th e  C re a to r  h im s e lf ,  fo r  h e  n o t  o n ly  m a d e  th a t  “  C a n o p y  b e 
d e c k ’d  w ith  g e m s ,”  w h ic h  w e b e h o ld  o n  a c le a r  n ig h t ,  hut h e  u p h o ld s  
a n d  g o v e r n s  th e  m ig h ty  sy s te m  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e . N o t  th e  m o v e m e n t  
o f  a n  o r b , b u t  it is  g u id e d  b y  h is  u n e rr in g  h an d . N o t  a n  a c t io n  o f  a n  
in te llig e n t  cre a tu re , b u t it is  s e e n  b y  h is  p e r v a d in g  e y e . H a v e  c o m e ts , 
th e n , n o  fu n c t io n s  to  p e r fo r in , n o  p a r t  to  p la y , in  th is  S a cre d  D ra m a  ? 
A r e  n o t  a ll th e  v a st b o d ie s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s e  g r o u p e d  to g e th e r  in  s y s 
tem s m u tu a lly  s u p p o r t in g  e a ch  o th e r , a n d  a ll m o v in g  in  o r b its , r ou n d  
s o m e  c e n tr a l p o in t  in  th e  im m e n s ity  o f  c r e a t io n , th e  v ery  th ro n e  o f  
D e ity  h im s e l f  ? T h e  v e r y  p la ce  w h ere  th e  E tern a l C o u n c i ls  w ere  h e ld , 
w h e n  it w as o rd a in e d  th a t th is  ea rth  s h o u ld  s p r in g  in to  e x is te n c e  from  
its  c h a o t ic  m a te r ia ls : F o r  h e  “ s p a k e , a n d  it w as d o n e ;  h e  c o m m a n d 
e d .  a n d  th e  ea rth  a p p e a r e d .”

T h e  fu n c t io n s , o r  a p p o in t e d  o f f ic e s ,  o f  c o m e ts ,  a m id s t  th is  s c e n e  o f  
s p le n d o u r  a n d  im m e n s ity , m u s t fo r m  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s u b lim e  o f  all 
p h y s ica l e n q u ir ie s . C o m e ts  tra v erse  a ll s p a c e ; a n d  d u r in g  th e ir  c e 
lestia l m iss io n , in  c o n c e r t  w ith  th e  h a r m o n ie s  o f  C re a t io n , s e e m  d e s 
t in e d  t o  c o n v e y  th e  sa cre d  in flu e n c e s  o f  o n e  S o la r  S y s te m  to  a n o th e r , 
a n d  th u s b e c o m e  th e  re v iv ifie r s  o f  n a tu re , b y  d e v e lo p in g  e le c t r ic ity , 
m a g n e t ism , o r  s o m e  o th e r  e ssen t ia l e  th e  r ia l m a tter , c o n ta in in g  th e  
v ita l e s s e n c e  o f  C r e a t iv e  w is d o m  a n d  p o w e r , in  su ch  e x a c t  p r o p o r t io n s  
as are n e ce ssa ry  to  p t o d u c e  n g e n e r a t iv e  m e d iu m  o f  l ig h t ,  h ea t , life  
a n d  m o t io n , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  s c ie n t if ic  n a tu re  a n d  n e ce ss a ry  re q u ire 
m en ts  o f  th is  e a rth , o r  a n y  o t h e r  p la n e t , o r  s y s te m , w ith in  w h o se  in 
f lu e n c e  th e  c o m e t  m ay b e  d e s t in e d  to  pass  in  its  e c c e n t r i c  o r b it . T h is
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app ears  to  b e  a  ra tion a l v ie w  o f  th is  im p o r ta n t  b ra n c h  o f  p h y s ica l in 
q u ir y . H e n c e  w e  m a y  d e n o m in a te  th e  o rb its  o f  c o m e ts ,  from  th e ir  
e v e r  v a r ie d  d ir e c t io n s , th e  ‘ ‘  v e in s  a n d  arteries  o f  u n iv e rsa l v ita lity ,”  
c o n v e y in g  t o  th e m o s t  d is ta n t re g io n s  o f  s p a c e , s o m e  v ita l m e d iu m  o r  
re g e n e ra tin g  e th e r , c o l le c t e d  e ith e r  fro m  th e  g ra n d  ce n tr e  o f  th e v a s t  
u n iv e rs e , r ou n d  w h ich  a ll w o r ld s  are in  ra p id  r e v o lu t io n , th e  sa cred  
r e p o s ito r y  o f  v ita l a n d  re s to r in g  e n e r g ie s , o r  s to r in g  th e m s e lv e s , as 
th e y  w in g  th e ir  w ay th ro u g h  th e  v a s t  re g io n s  o f  s p a c e , w ith  th e  a b u n 
d a n t e fflu v iu m  o f  o n e  s y s te m , an d  d is tr ib u t in g  o f  th e ir  a ccu m u la te d  
a b u n d a n ce  to  th o se  th a t m a y  b e  d e f ic ie n t . T h u s  m a y  c o m e ts ,  the 
o c c a s io n a l v is ita n ts  o f  c re a t iv e  g ra n d e u r  a n d  m a g n if ic e n c e , to  o u r  
sy stem , n o t  o n ly  p er fo rm  th e im p o rta n t o ffic e  o f  in te r la c in g  o n e  sy s te m  
w ith  a n o th e r , b u t a ls o  th e y  m a y  b e  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  an a ll-w is e  C r e a 
to r , m e sse n g e rs  o f  life , h e a lth , a n d  in v ig o r a t in g  in llu e n c e s , b r in g  to  
o u r  and  o th e r  sy s tem s  th ro u g h  w h ich  th e ir  tr a c k  m a y  b e  w is e ly  d e s 
t in e d , th a t m ea su re  o f  u n iv e rsa l v ita lity , n e ce ss a ry  fo r  th e  s ta b ility  o f  
th e  w h o le  o r g a n iz e d  c r e a t io n .

T h e  resea rch es  o f  p h y s ic a l s c ie n c e , I  d o u b t  n o t , w ill ,  in  p r o c e ss  o f  
t im e , u n fo ld  to  th e  h u m a n  m in d  th e  m o s t  su b lim e  o f  all p h y s ic a l c o n 
te m p la t io n s  ; v iz .  a series  o f  S o la r  sy s tem s  c r e a te d , g o v e r n e d , a n d  
su p p o r te d  b y  D iv in e  e n e r g y , e a ch  te n d in g  to  d is p la y  th e  la w s  o f  n a 
tu re , a n d  d e v e lo p in g  to  o u r  b e c lo u d e d  u n d e r s ta n d in g s  fresh  e v id e n c e  
o f  C re a t iv e  w is d o m , u n fo ld in g  to  m a n  th e  m y ste r ie s , n a tu r e , a n d  
o ffic e s  o f  c o m e ts  ; s h e w in g  th em  to  b e  th e  m esse n g e rs  o f  h e a lth , s u s 
te n a n c e . an d  re p r o d u c t iv e n e s s , a n d  th u s  p r e se r v in g  th ro u g h  c o u n t le s s  
a g es , th e g ra n d  e q u ip o is e  o f  th e  w h o le  u n iv e rse . L e t  m an , th e n , in  
se r io u s  c o n te m p la t io n ,

“  Still gaze upon that traveller strange,
Not as a foe the Nations to affright,

But as a friend, with whom in thought to range
Through heaven's expanse to realms of purest light.

H e n c e , th en , w e m ay fo rm  o n e  c o n c lu s io n , th a t n o tw ith s ta n d in g  s o  
m u c h  a p p a re n t e v il is fe lt  in  c o m e t ic  p e r io d s , c o m e ts  are b e n ig n a n t , 
r e n o v a to r y , a n d  c o n d u c iv e  to  th e  p e r p e tu ity  o f  th e  w h o le  u n iv e rs e . 
H e r e , th en , I p a u se  ; fo r ,

“  Mv soul unused to stretch her powers 
In flights so daring drops her weary wing,
And seeks again the known accustomed spot,
Brest up with sun and shades, and lawns ami ftivauis, 
A mansion fair, and spacious for its guest 
And full replete with wonders.”

N 11
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88. THE PRACTICE OF ASTROLOGY A MORAL PURSUIT.

That the study and practice of Astrology is a moral pursuit, becoming sober and 
religious men, may be collected from the customs of the ancients in all enlightened 
countries; as well as from the best and wisest of God’s chosen people. And that 
our all-wise and beneficent Creator originally implanted in the frame of nature a 
means whereby mankind may attain to the knowledge of such future contingencies 
as concern their welfare and happiness, is in no respect to be doubted, since we 
observe in the brute creation, that even the most inconsiderable creatures upon the 
earth are, more or less, endowed with a gift of fore-knowledge. Thus the indus
trious bee, and laborious ant, lay up a store in summer, to supply the necessary 
wants of an inclement winter, which they fw c* k w w  is yet to come. The badger, 
hedge-hog, and the mole, also provide themselves a magazine of plants and herbs, 
which they fore-know will enable them to be concealed in their holes, during the 
hard frosts of winter, contented with their prison, which affords them safety. Their 
holes are also constructed with amazing art, and have generally two apertures, that, 
in case one is beset by an enemy, they may escape by the other. The doublings 
of the hare, and the tricks of the fox, to escape the hounds, are also astonishing in
dications of foresight and sagacity. The feathered race are likewise endowed with 
a similar faculty, and often foretel an approaching storm a considerable time before 
it occurs, by retiring in flocks to their holes and hiding-places for shelter and pro
tection. The birds of passage seem to inherit this gift in a most remarkable de
gree ; for these assemble together in prodigious flocks, at an appointed hour, and 
take their leave of us before the approach of winter, which they foresee will destroy 
the flies and other insects, upon which their own life depends, as they feed upon 
nothing else. And it is no less extraordinary than true, that these birds return as 
early as the sun brings forth this class of insects into new life; and they have also 
the sagacity to find out and repossess their former nests and habitations. The 
same provident/orecasJ, for self-preservation and safety, is even extended to innu
merable inhabitants of tlio immense ocean, where we find the fishes, pressed by 
unceasing hunger, indiscriminately prey upon one another, the largo upon the 
small of their own species ; whence the smaller fly, in regular gradations, when in 
danger of being devoured, for an asylum to the shallow' waters, where they know 
their enemy cannot, or dares not follow them. And this pursuit of one species of 
fish by another, is by no means confined to a single region ; for w e find shoals of 
them pursuing one another from the vicinity of the pole even down to the equator; 
and thus the cod, from the hanks of Newfoundland, pursues the whiting, which flies 
before it, even to the southern shores of Spain. It is astonishing, also, that herrings, 
which appear to generate towards the north of Scotland, regularly make their way, 
once a year, to the British Channel. Their voyage is conducted with the utmost 
regularity ; and the time of their departure is fixed from the month of June to Au
gust. They alw'ays assemble together before they set out, and no stragglers are 
ever found from the general body. It is impossible to assign any cause for this 
emigration, but it doubtlessly proceeds from the same instinctive impulse with 
which all orders of animate nature are more or less endued.

Seeing, then, that the Supreme Being, in his paternal regard for the minutest 
parts of his works, lias endued the lowest class of animals with a gift of fort -know - 
ledge in what immediately concerns their safety and welfare, would it not be dero
gatory to the enual providence of God to suppose he had not ordained, in an infi
nitely superior degree, a means of communicating fore-knowledge to man, w hom ho 
hath graciously formed in his own express image and likeness, and appointed lord 
over his vast creation ? A creature whom he hath endowed with a rational soul, 
capable of paying him adoration and worship, and with an understanding qualified 
to decipher the golden characters he hath placed in the firmament of heaven for 
signs of those hidden events of futurity which are yet to come. If we give the 
Scriptures an attentive perusal we shall find a variety of passages to confirm this 
opinion both in the Old and the New Testament. And we may gather additional 
evidence that the Almighty intended we should study futurity from the communi
cations given to Adam, in Paradise, by the angel Gabriel, as well as from the com
mission Michael, the archangel, received from God, to shew him, in a vision, the 
principal events of futurity, from his fall to the birth, resurrection, and ascension of 
Christ. And I think l am warranted to say, from the authority of our Saviour’s
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own words, that there appears only one event concerning the human race which 
the Deity ever proposed to withhold from their knowledge, and that is the time of 
the last and terrible day of judgment. Hut even of this awful and secret event we 
are promised seme previous intimations by signs in the sun, nicon, and stars, which 
are the common 6ignificators of all inferior transactions of futurity. For this reason 
we are all told to watch, far no man knoweth the hour rehen these things shall come. 
Therefore, those who study the sidereal science, by their watchfulness of the heavenly 
bodies, and their eagahi/ity o f  discovering such signs in the sun, moon, and stars, when
ever the tremendous fiat shall be passed will, be first to know that the visitation of 
God is at hand; whilst those who condemn both the science and its professors, un
prepared by any previous intimation, and folded in the arms of incautious repose, 
will find the fatal hour approach like a thief in the night; when petrified and mo
tionless in bitter anguish and despair, they will, too late, repent their negligence 
and incredulity. 1 would recommend a serious and attentive perusal of these scrip
tures to every person who has doubts concerning the Doctrine of Astrology. It is 
here pointed out to the understanding of the most unlettered part of mankind that 
the great and terrible day of the Lord, the day of judgment, will most assuredly 
come. Our Saviour’s disciples enquire of him, When this day shall be ? He re
plies, Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in hea
ven, neither the Son, but the Father only. Watch, therefore, for in an hour when 
ye think not shall these things be ; for, as in the days that were before the flood, 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered the ark ; and they knew not until the flood came and took them 
away : so also shall the Son of Man be. Then shall he send forth his angels and 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the 
earth to the uttermost part of heaven ; then shall two be in a field, the one shall be 
taken and the other left. Therefore, be ye ready, lest coming he find you sleeping; 
and what I say to you, I say unto all, Watch.

Now it is clear, from the above, that sigus of great and direful events are disco
verable not only by the celestial bodies, but also by fearful sights in the heavens ; 
by tremendous earthquakes; by total eclipses of the two great luminaries, which 
deprived, for a time, of the pow er of giving light, and by other extraordinary pheno
mena, which should alwav bo attended to with reverence and awe. These signs 
our Saviour informed his disciples should precede the destruction of Jerusalem; 
and astrologers and other historians, have borne record of the exact completion of 
this prophecy; and it must be self-evident to every thinking mind, that the last 
day will come to pass exactly in the way our Saviour has described it.

D r . S i b l e y .

89. THE FEA SIBILITY OF ASTKOLOGY.

That astrological predictions are possible, and to be defined with great precision 
when properly managed, is an assertion true, and which 1 flatter myself I have 
already made manifest. It remains, therefore, that we speak of the advantages of 
this benevolent dispensation of Providence; for if a fore-knowledge be advanta
geous, or necessary to the safety and future happiness of the soul, wliat can be more 
so in respect of the body, since it affords not only temporal delight, happiness, and 
pleasure, but enables us to understand things both divine and human ? Whatever 
happens in the course of nature, either necessarily or accidentally, that materially 
affects our prosperity or adversity, and either prolongs life or destroys it, if they 
happen suddenly and unexpectedly, confound with fear, or transport with joy ; but 
if they are foreknown they fortify the mind by such fore-knowledge, and prepare 
it for sustaining the best or worst occurrences with calmness and serenity.

In what respect, therefore, is man superior to the irrational part of the creatimi, 
if he cannot bear to know the hour of his dissolution P The terms of our existence, 
as every day's experience repeatedly shews, are that we must suffer death : where 
then to minds fraught with reason and integrity can be the horror, the distress, or 
calamity, of knowing the time when that certain event shall take place ? To men 
of a virtuous habit, such a knowledge must be invaluable, and to those of less scru
pulous principles, it cannot be unwelcome, provided reason or philosophy make any 
part of their constitution. To men of the most exemplary conduct, it affords fit
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opportunity of adjusting tlieir temporal concerns, and relieves tliein under the dis
tresses and afflictions of this life, by ascertaining the period of their sufferings, and 
by giving them hopes of retribution and reward in that which will succeed. To the 
inconsiderate and worldly-minded it not only gives the same advantages, but begets 
in them a proper sense of the more important concerns of that endless state of 
existence “  whence no traveller returns.” For these grand purposes chiefly, the all
wise and benevolent hand of Providence seems to have pointed out to mankind the 
Art of Prescience and Predictions, not to say any thing of innumerable less import
ant concerns of human affairs, which may often times afford singular advantage and 
happiness to individuals, as well as to states and societies, hy being thus timely 
forewarned of what shall hereafter come to pass. And surely I need not mention 
a stronger instance of the advantages of prescience than what will naturally arise 
from the observation of every man of experience, when ho looks back upon the oc
currences of his past life, and recollects but half the losses and inconveniences he 
has sustained only for want of that fore-knowledge in worldly affairs which the art 
of predictions supplies.

90. THE NEW PLANET NEPTUNE.

Neptune was first discovered by J .  C. Adams, Esq., M. A., Fellow of Saint Col
lege, Cambridge, then by a French Astronomer, M. L. Vorrier, of Paris, in Sep
tember, 1 84(1. Its diameter is to that of Uranus as 3 to 4, being fifty thousand 
miles ; its bulk, as 8 to 5, being that of the earth more than 124 times. Its period 
of revolution round the sun about 1(>7 years, or 60,99t! days, about double that of 
Uranus; and it has also been ascertained to be attended by at least one satellite, 
and to be surrounded by a ring like that of Saturn. It ranks as the third planet of 
our System in point of magnitude : it is nearly two thousand nine hundred millions 
of miles distant from the sun, from which it receives only a nine-hundredth part of 
the light which falls on our sphere. Its influence is of a lenefic character, not so 
strong as Venus, but stronger than that of Vesta.

Mr. Adams observes, “  the irregularities in the motions of Uranus have, fora 
long time, engaged the attention of astronomers.” And he, on the 3rd of .Tilly, 
1841, “  formed a design of investigating, as soon as possible after taking his de
gree, the irregularities in the motion of Unanus which are yet unaccounted for, in 
order to find whether they may he attributed to the actum o f  an undiscovered fdanet 
beyond it, and if possible thence to determine approximately tlie elements of its 
or Lit, and so on, which would probably lead to its discovery which certainly did 
lead to the discovery of the planet N eptune. “  Accordingly,” says Adam's, in 
1843, “ I attempted a fit st solution of the problem, assuming the orbit to be a 
circle, with a radius equal to twice the mean distance from the sun. Some assump
tion as to the mean distance was clearly necessary in the first instance, and Boile's 
law appeared to render it probable that the above would not be far from the truth.”

THE END
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