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PREFACE.

Or all the forms in which Superstition haunts the
mind, none, perhaps, has a more attractive and se-
ducing influence than that of astrology. Adorned
wfth the radiance of heaven, she is viewed by the
eye of the visionary, as the colestial messenger of
buman destiny; and the imagined connexion of
ethereal phenomena with mundane events, leads to
the conclusion, that some mysterious emanation from
the stars influences the career and habits of mortals,
and regulates every thing that transpires on onr globe.
When these vain chimeras are received and cherished,
and when it is believed that the laws of this con-

nexion have for ages been known and studied by the
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professors of the art, the conclusion seems inevi-
table,—that the leading events of every man’s life
may almost with certainty be predicted; and the
sublimity of such attainments has an extraordinary
effect upon the imaginative faculty, which is dazzled
with the contemplation. Astrology is very flattering
to the pride and vanity of the human heart, for when
men are led to believe that all nature is ever con-
cerned in what they are concerned, they rise in self-
importance; and even their follies and vices appear
to be less odious than before, because they are then
considered to be the necessary result of planetary
agency; these sentiments coincide with those of

Prior’s heroine :

** She made it plain that human passion
‘Was ordered by predestination ;
That if weak women went astray,
Their stars were more in fault than they.”

But every well-informed mind rejects such doctrine
with abhorrence, and perceives that if astrology were

true, man would be degraded in the scale of being :
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he would not be a free agent; and being overruléd
in every thing by the stars of heaven, his best actions
would have no virtue, and his foulest atrocities no
vice ; for under such circumstances, no villains would
be found on the earth, but such as had been made so
by stellar influence. As this system of imposture
has lately been gaining ground in the British Empire,
it is hoped that the present work may, in some de-
gree, be instrumental in checking its progress. The
author has not been able to procure any regular
refutation of astrology; but he believes the line of
argument adoptedin the following pages to be, for
the most part, original. It will be seen that he has
made numerous quotations from the Volume of In-
spiration to illustrate and enforce his sentiments re-
specting astrology ; for if the Bjble be a revelation
from heaven, as it most assuredly is, and if its sacred
pages reflect any light to guide the mind through the
difficulties of the inquiry before us, to neglect such
t;.ivd.’ would he criminal, as its authority is decisive
w,l_le;ever it is found to bear upon the question.

E;ery argument, therefore, derived from this source
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will bave its proper weight with all who are firm
believers in the Holy Seripiores. I write, not to
convince sceptics and infidels that asirology is an
absurd and impious art, and a diabolical delusion ;
for when the minds of men are so darkened by sin
that they deny the truth of God, it is of small mo-
ment what else such characters may credit. I may
also be remarked that astrologers are accustomed,
in their writings, to appeal to the Divine Recerd as
furnishing an authority for their practice ; it is,
therefore, incumbent on all who oppose them to
shew that the sacred Scriptures strictly prohibit
ever_y; kind of divination whatever. ¥ now humbly
commend the work to the Divine blessing, hoping
that it may be a means of preserving the minds of
' Englishmen from being enslaved by the seductive

arts of the astrological doctors.

T. H. MOODY.

7, PoRTLARD S-mr.n-r‘; August 22nd, 1838.
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INTRODUCTION.

ANCIENT AND MopgrN HisToRy oF ASTROLOGY.

‘“ ASTROLOGY I8 TO ASTRONOMY WHAT SUPERSTITION I3 TO RELIGION,—
THE FOOLISH DAUGHTER OF A WISE MOTHER.”—ROBINSON.

WE have no authentic records of the origin of astrology,
but it is ﬁhiversa.lly attributed to the Babylonians and
Chaldeans ; though it is certain that it must have been
early introduced into Egypt. The Egyptians believed
that if a child happened to be born when the first star of
Aries was in the ascendant, the star being then supposed
to have its greatest influence, he would then be very rich
in cattle; but if he should come into the world when
Cancer was rising, he would meet with continued dis-
appointments. They also considered that a nation would
be happy and prosperous whose king was born under
Libra, but be completely wretched if born under Scorpio:
Leo was to produce heroes; and Virgo chastity. Among
the Egyptians, astronomy was principally cultivated by
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their priests, who employed it to consolidate the empire
of superstition over which they presided.

Eudoxus, as we are informed by Cicero, rejected
the pretensions of the Chaldeans; and Cicero himself
reasons powerfully against the stars having any influence
over the destinies of mankind. He argues from the very
remoteness of the planets, and asks, ¢ What contagion
can reach us from a distance almost infinite?” Pliny
also says (Hist. Nat. vii. 49)—‘ Homer tells us that . -
Hector and Polydamus were born on the same night,
men of such different fortunes. And every hour, in every.
part of the world, are born lords and slaves, kings and
beggars.” From the time of the conquest of Egypt, it is .
certain that astrology was much cultivated at Rome, not-
withstanding several edicts of the senate. Tacitus says
of its professors, ¢ It is a class of men which, in our city,
will always be prohibited, and will always exist.” In the
philosophic dreams of the Greeks, we find allusions to
stellar influence. They discoursed of the influences or
effluxes [dwéppoiag] that proceeded from the stars; and, -
in the second century, the greater part of the world was. .
astrological ; and perhaps Ptolemy's Zetrabiblos con.
tributed, in no small degree, to extend the doctrines of -
the Babylonian superstition.

Astrology, also, was cultivated with great diligence - -
by the Arabians; ¢ Albumassar, of Balkh, in Khorasan, .
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who flourished in the ninth century, was a great astro-
loger, and his work, ¢ De Magnis Conjunctionibus An-
norum Revolutionibus ac eorum Perfectionibus,’ was long
celebrated in Europe.”

Aboazen Haley, who lived in the fourth century,
was the author of a considerable work upon the subject.

Astrology, -also;,—tas for ages been - held_in great

their religious creed,. The establishment of the Moors
in Spain, and the crusades, caused the introduction, or
the increased cultivation of the art among the descendants
of the barbarians, who destroyed the Roman empire. In
the middle ages, astrology, alchymy, and magic, were
assiduously cultivated ; and during the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries, astrology was taught in the uni-
versities of Italy, and every where throughout Europe ;
and multitudes believed in its principles. Although
this abominable art had been condemned by several
councils, yet Cardinal D’ Ailly, who died in 1425, calcu-
lated the nativity of the Saviour of the World ; Jerome
Cardan did the same, which, as Mr. Godwin observes,
was imputed to him as an impious undertaking, inasmuch
as it supposed the Creator of the world to be subject to
the influences of the stars. Another attempt of the kind
is to be found in the second volume of Dr. Sibly’s Astro-
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logy. These men ‘“became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened; professing them-
selves to be wise, they became fools.” But these in-
stances prove that astrologers may imagine coincidences
between the supposed influence of the planets and the
great events of the world, in a case where it is impossible
any could exist. And if a daring imagination will con-
duct them through such alabyrinth of wickedness as this,
it will conduct them through any thing. Asto Cardan,
his wretched history should be a warning to all mystics.
At the age of seventy five, he is said to have destroyed
himself to verify his own prediction.

The staple commodity from which the sons of the
Chaldeans derived their greatest profit, were comets and
eclipses ; the fearful tails of the former, and the appalling
phenomena of the latter, created in the minds of many,
terrible apprehensions respecting their nature, and the
effects they might produce. The astrology of comets
is said to have been recognised even by a Pope. In the
fifteenth century, when one of these awful strangers
visited our system, and its presence was supposed to have
assisted the success of the Turks against the Christians,
Calixtus the Third, felt himself insulted by the appear-
ance of this herald of evil. Prayers were therefore offered
on the occasion day by day, and anathemas were pro-
nounced against the unhallowed intruder: and so great
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was the holy ire of the Roman Pontiff, that, without pity
or remorse, his Holiness, with all the solemnity of his
office, actually excommunicated the comet.

We are informed by the French historians that in
the time of -Queen Catherine De Medici, astrology was
so much %muthestars were consulted on all
occasions.  In the reigns of King Henry the Third
and Fourth of“ﬁiﬂé;_ the predlctlons of astrologers
were the constant theme of conversation. On the night”
previous to the assassination of Henry the Fourth, Fran-
cisco Corvint, an Italian astrologer, was leaning upon his
balcony in Florence, and while gazing at the stars, he
suddenly exclaimed, ¢ To-morrow one of the greatest
monarchs of Christendom will be slain”; and the very

next day, itis said, the mortal stab was given by Ravaillac.
This, whether true or false, is no credit to astrology, for
according to the principles of the art, the mere contem-
plation of the stars can accomplish nothing; but a figure
of the heavens with the planets’ places taken from an
Ephemeris, is absolutely necessary to the making of any
predictions. Henry the 4th, when very young, had been
carried to old Nostradamus, by Catherine De Medici, but
this astrological impostor, at the time of his assassination,
had been dead some years. He published at Lyons, seven

“centuries of propheeies, in quatrains of French verse.

The obscurity of these predictions, together with the
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confidence with which they were uttered, excited con-
siderable attention, and it was not difficult to find real
events which seemed to have some faint correspondence
with those which he had darkly shadowed forth, in vague:
and general terms. His success led him to add three
centuries more, which he dedicated to King Henry the
2nd; and two additional centuries were added after his
death. This collection of rhapsodies long continued to be
consulted as the oracular records of future ages.

The last of the French astrologers was Morin, who'
was born A.p. 1583, He was instructed by Davis, a
Scotch professor, in the pretended art. In the year 1620;
upon the death of Sainclair, professor royal of mathematics,
he became his successor, and was urged by his friends to
pay his addresses to the professor’s widow, He imme-
diately consulted the stars, but found no encouragement
from them to marry; and therefore he announced his
determination to remain a bachelor. Being, however,
repeatedly importuned upon the subject, and considering:
that the lady was reputed rich, he was induced to alter:
his mind; but so deliberate was he in preparing for his
first visit, no doubt paying his respects to the stars in-:
stead of the lady; that ¢ ke knew nothing of her sickness
and death till, upon approaching her house, he found
that she was just going to be buried.” This circumstance'
had such an effect on poor Morin, that he formed a res-
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solution never to marry, and adhered to it all his life.
He had access to Cardinal Richelieu, who frequently
consulted him on affairs of importance. Cardinal Maza-
tin was also imposed on by his pretensions, and granted
him a pension of 2000 livres. Queen Christina of
Sweden, when at Paris, sent for the arch-knave, and
considered him the greatest astrologer in the world.
Bayle has given an account of the artful evasions he
employed to preserve his reputation with the credulous,
whenever any of his predictions were not fulfilled.
Morin, opposed by Gasendi, wrote a large work,
which employed him for thirty years, to explain and
illustrate the pretended science of judicial astrology.
After his death, this favourite work was published
at the Hague in 1661, entitled * Astrologica Gallica,”
with two epistles dedicatory ; the first was by the author
to Jesus Christ! the other, by some anonymous hand,
to Louisa Mary de Gonzague, Queen of Poland, who
expended 2000 crowns on its publication. ¢ Thus you
see,” says Guy Patin, ‘“how princes are imposed upon!
Had it been a good book, and useful to the public, no
person would have been found either to print it or to
defray the expense of its being sent into the world.”
~ This dishonoured art was very early practised in
England ; but an astrologer once paid 'very dear for his
temerity in attempting to predict the death of the reigning
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sovereign, Edward the Confessor was informed by one
of the fraternity, that he had taken great pains *‘ to pry
into the horoscope of his nativity, and found that his
Majesty would die in such a month.” The king answered,
<1 can go nearer to work, and can foretel thee the very
hour of thy death, which will be to morrow at two o’clock
precisely, so that thou canst not avoid it.” The king
kept his word with the astrologer, for he commanded
that he should be tried, which he accordingly was, and
was found guilty, and executed.

The fame of the celebrated Dr. Dee, as an astro-
loger, was so great, that Queen Elizabeth sent Robert
Dudley, her chief favourite, to consult him, that an au-.
spicious day might be chosen for her coronation. In
the early part of his life, he had sustained an eminent
part among the great and learned, and was honoured
by the patronage of Elizabeth. But his overweening
arrogance and self-conceit, brought a cloud over his
understanding, and he became a mystic and professed
to have an intercourse with the invisible world : the
wild chimeras respecting the philosopher’s stone, also oc-
cupied much of his time and attention ; and indeed, at
one time he appeared to have imagined himself possessed
of the wonderful secret. In 1584, he went to Poland :
he was accompanied by Edward Kelley, who pretended
to a great knowledge of alchemy, and who was also a
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professed magician. This par nobile fratrum wandered
from place to place; they preyed upon the credulity of
one eminent personageafter another ; but, however, some-
times they were reduced to the greatest distress. At last
Dee became dead to all self-respect and moral distinctions;
he walked in the vanity of his imagination, having ‘his
understanding under a total eclipse.” Whatever skill
Dee and Kelley might possess, the fame of their exploits
spread far and wide; so that in 1589, Dee was recalled
home by Queen Elizabeth. He immediately set off
from Trebona, and in great state came to England. He
had three coaches, with four horses to each, three loaded
waggons, and a guard of soldiers to protect his sacred
person. _ On his arrivel he had an audience of the Queen
at Richmond, who very graciously received him. In the
reign of King James, he was but little regarded : he died
in 1608, Lilly speaks highly of his erudition, says that
he was Queen Elizabeth’s intelligencer, and that he was
never so pleased as when he heard himself styled ¢ most
excellent.”

During the time of the civil wars, astrology won-
derfully prevailed; and the royalists as well as the
republicans, had their astrologers. Sir Walter Scott says,
the king on one side, and the Parliamentary leaders on
the other, were both equally curious to know, and eager to
believe, what Lilly, Wharton, or Gadbury, had discovered
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from the heavens, touching the fortune of the strife.
On one occasion Lilly, and Booker, a brother astrologer,
were sent for, with a coach and four horses, to the head
quarters of Fairfax, at Windsor, towards the end of the
year 1647, when they told the General that they ¢ were
confident that God would go along with him and his army,
till the great event for which they were ordained was
perfected ; which they hoped would be the conquering of
their and the Parliament’s enemies, and a quiet settlement
and firm peace over the whole nation.”

When Charles the First was confined in Hampton
Court, Lady Whorwood, with the King's consent, con-
sulted Lilly respecting ‘ what quarter of this nation he
might be most safe, and not be discovered until he himself
pleased.” Lilly’s advice on this occasion was not followed ;
but when his Majesty was removed to Carisbrook Castle,
Lady Whorwood again paid him a 4isit, and Lilly here
says, “ His Majesty laid his desigp'to escape out of prison, -
by sawing the iron bars of his /Zz/mber window ; a small
ship was provided, and anchored not far from the castle,
to bring him into Sussex ; horses were provided to carry
him so that he might be at the head of the army in Kent ;
and from thence to march immediately to London, where
thousands there would have armed for him. The Lady
Whorwood came to me, acquaints me herewith. I got
G. Farmer (who was a most ingenious locksmith, and



INTRODUCTION. xvii

dwelt in Bow lane) to make a saw to cut the iron bars in
sunder (I mean, to saw them) and aquafortis. His Ma-
jesty, in a short time, did his work ; the bars gave liberty
for him to go out ; he was out with his body till he came
to his breast ; but his heart failing, he proceeded no far-
ther, When this was discovered, he was narrowly looked
after, and no opportunity after that could be devised to
eplarge him.”—Lilly also informs us that, in Cromwell’s
protectorship, he wrote freely and satirically, and that all
the soldiers were his friends.

. Cromwell, as well as Charles the 2d, had much faith
in astrology. The curious story of Cromwell's having
made a compact witlsthe Devil, on the 3d of Septembaer,
1651, is too long to.be here related. The battle of Wor-
cester was fought on this day, when Charles’s forces were
defeated, and it is well known that Cromwell died on that
day seven years. Echard, the historian, thus concludes
his parrative :—‘How far Lindsey is to be believed, and
how far the story is to be accounted incredible, is left to
the reader’s faith and judgment; and not to any deter-
mination of our own.” In the time.of Lilly, the leading
practical astrologers were the vilest miscreants of the
commuynity. Such were Evans, Poole, Humphries, Gad-
bury, Booker, and Wharton. Sir Walter Scott has the
following remarks respecting the astrologers of these
times :~—‘‘ There was no province of fraud which they

(
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did not practise; they were scandalous as panders, and
as quacks, sold potions for the most unworthy purposes :
# * * ¢ ¢ Dr. Lamb, patronized by the Duke of
Brunswick, (who, like other overgrown fanatics, was in-
clined to cherish astrology), was, in 1646, pulled to pieces
in the city of London by the enraged populace. In the
villanous transaction of the poisoning of Sir Thomas
Overbury, in King James's time, much mention was
made of the art and skill of Dr. Forman, another pro-
fessor of the same sort with Lamb, who was consulted
by the Countess of Essex, on the best mode of conducting
her guilty intrigue with the Earl of Somerset.” Another
writer says, that most of these imposters had taken the
air in the pillory, and that others had conjured themselves
up to the gallows.

In the year 1653, ¢ William Ramsey, Gentleman,”
published a work called  Astrologia Restaurata.” The
benevolent object he had in view was, “ 70 undeceive
his countrymen of such calumnies as are cast upon this
heavenly and chiefest study, merely through tradition and
envy, by the most inferior and rural of men—cobblers,
haymakers, and such trash.” In his preface he endeavours
to shew, that all men are either fools or madmen ; he sa- -
tirizes all classes of the community ; and this too, because
all are better paid than astrologers, who are deemed sim-
pletons. He is quite indignant that philosophers should
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crouch ¢“ to illiterate curmudgeons for a meal’s meat, or
anight’s lodging.” He protests that many of them de-
served to be laughed at for their folly ; and that he himself
deserves this more than any other professor. Whether
“ William Ramsey, Gent.” had any real claims to this
pre-eminence, perhaps, may be seen from the following
quotation. Having shewn some of the excellent uses to
which ¢ clearly, and beyond all controversy,” a knowledge
of the stars may be applied :—William Ramsey says—
¢ It may help us to know the fitting times and seasons for
cutting the hair of our heads, and the nails of our hands
or feet ; for the administration of gargarisms or sneezings,
and such like; fox hiring of servants, and for buying
four-footed beasts; for catching of thieves and male-
factors ; for borrowing of money; for purging the brain;
for drawing choleric blood, &c.; how to choose friends,
prove them, and keep them; to foresee future accidents;
to win at any game; to know the love between two mar.
ried, or any other; to tell why blackamoors are black ;
and to know how it is that nobody finds the philosopher’s
stone.” Great and extraordinary as the talents of this
astrologer were, I do not find that they obtained him a
pension from the Government.

In 1691, Mr. John Chambers wrote an able work
against astrology, and lashed its professors with great se-
verity. Mr. Christopher Knight, ‘the very quixote of
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astrologers, arrayed in the enchanted armour of his oc-

cult authors,” published “a defenee of judicial astrology,”

and in this work exhibited talents worthy of a better cause.

He was replied to by Thomas Vicars, in his ¢ Madness of -
Astrologers ;” but the far-famed work is by Lilly, and en-
tirely devoted to the adepts. * He defends nothing, for
this oracle delivers his dictum and details every event as
matters not questionable.” At this period astrology had
gained an extraordinary ascendancy over the minds of
many, and so much so that Mr. Gatacre, of Rotherhithe,
a fine oriental scholar, wrote against Lilly and the delu-
sions he so successfully propagated. Lilly, in his Anglicus,
annually attacked Gatacre, who died in July 1694. It so
happened that Lilly, in his Almanack for that year, had
written for the month of August—

¢ Hac in tumba jacet Presbyter et Nebulo.”
Here in this tomb lies a Presbyter and & knave !

Upon thjs prophecy the author of Demonologia has the
following remarks :—‘ He (Lilly) had the impudence to
assert, that he had predicted Gatacre’s death! But the
truth is, it was an epitaph to the ¢lodgings to let ;” it stood
empty, ready for the first passenger to inhabit. Had any
other of this party of any eminence died in that montbh, it
would have been as appositely applied to him. But Lilly
was an exquisite rogue, and never at a fault. Having
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prophesied, in his Almanack for 1650, that the Parlia-
ment stood upon a tottering foundation, when taken up
by a messenger during the night, he contrived to cancel
the page, printed off another, and shewed his copies before
the committee, assuring them that the others were none
of his own, but forged by his enemies.”* Another writer
states respecting him, *If a scheme was set on foot to
rescue the King, or retrieve a stray trinket—to restore
the royal authority, or to make a frail damsel an honest
woman—to cure the nation of anarchy, or a lap-dog of a
surfeit, William Lilly was the oracle to be consulted.”
The following remarks are from Sir Walter Scott's
Letters on Demonology :—* When Sir Richard Steele
set up the paper called the Guardian, he chose, under
the title of Nestor Ironside, to assume the character of
an astrologer, and issued predictions accordingly, one of
which, announcing the death of a person called Partridge,
once a shoemaker, but at the time the conductor of an
astrological almanack, led to a controversy, which was
supported with great humour by Swift and other wags.
1 believe you will find that this, with Swift’s elegy on the
same person, is one of the last occasions in which as-
trology has afforded even a jest to the good people of
England.”—(p. 350). Partridge, who resided near Moor-

® See page 82 for further particulars,
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field, seems even to have surpassed Ramsey in astrological
feats; for among other things particularised in his adver-
tisement, he professed to tell by the aspects of the Moon
‘“how many hours my Lady Kent's pudding requires.”
This impostor was frequently severely lashed by Poor
Robin, in his almanack, who, in the motto to his title,
says—

“ We use no weather-wise predictions,
Nor any such like airy fictions.”

Poor Robin used to denominate the star-gazers of his
day ASsS-TROLOGERS.

In Turkey, Arabia, Persia, and China, astrology has
for ages prevailed, and is still in repute and much prac-
tised. The following extract is from ¢ A Description of
the Empire of China, by P. G. B. Du Halde, Jesuit :"—
4 Weak and superstitious people are mightily devoted to
those impostors, who seek to deceive by means of judicial
-astrology, and pretend to foretel future events by the stars,
They distinguish the hours proper for every thing, not
unlike our Shepherd’s Kalendar ; wherein is marked by
characters, the time to let blood, undertake a journey.
fell wood, sow, plant, &c. They point out the lucky
minute to ask a favour of the Emperor, to honour the
dead, offer sacrifice, marry, build houses, invite friends,
and every thing else relative to public and private affairs.
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And all this is observed so scrupulously, that they do
nothing contrary to the directions of the Kalendar, which
they consult as their oracle. The following is the manner
of prognosticating or casting a figure :—They take ten
characters, which they attribute to the year, each whereof
signifies one of the elements; for they reckon so many
as I have observed elsewhere. These characters they
combine in sixty different manners, with the names of the
twelve hours of the day. Then they consider the 28
constellations, which have every one a ruling planet ; and
from the properties of the element, the constellation and
planet mixed together, they form their conjecture con-
cerning fortunate or unfortunate events. They have
whole volumes written about these trifles.

*“ When the missionaries were first offered the em-
ployment of composing the Kalendar, they declined it,
at which the Emperor seemed surprised. ¢ How comes
this?’ said he to them, ‘you have often told me, Charity
towards your neighbour was your motive for coming to
China; and what I require of you is of the greatest im-
portance to the public welfare; what reason then can you
have to refuse this office” ” The Jesuits answered, that
they feared the ridiculous superstitions which were added
to the Calendar, might be imputed to them. ¢ That is
what I do not desire,’ replied the Emperor, ¢ You shall
be excused from that part ; nor do I give any more credit

L.
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to those ridiculous whimsies than you ; 1 require nothing
of you, but what regards the Kalendar, and has relation
to astronomy.” Then they complied with the Emperor’s
will, but made a public declaration, in which they not only
protested that they had no Aand in those fooleries, but
that they absolutely condemned them ; because human ac-
tions did in no respect depend on the influence of the
stars, but on the wispom wherewith they were conducted.
The Emperor, Kangki, who had too much good sense to
give in to such extravagances, approved much of their
explaining themselves in that manner.”

Astrology, as I have already remarked, still prevails
to a considerable degree over the East. Lady Esther
Stanhope, Queen of Palmyra, is one of the most extra-
ordinary women now living, and is a firm believer in the
influence of the stars. She is the daughter of the late
eccentric Earl of Stanhope, and left England in 1806, to
travel over Europe. 'When she visited Constantinople,
the glimpse of Asiatic manners and customs which she
there had, seems to have confirmed her love for every
thing oriental; which had long been the prevailing
sentiment of her romantic and enterprising mind. From
Constantinople she set out for Syria, but the ship was
wrecked on the coast of Caramania, and she lost all her
property. As soon as possible she proceeded to England,
collected the remains of her fortune, and again embarked
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for the coast of Syria. She landed at Latakia (the an.
cient Laodicea), and after visiting all the celebrated places
of the East, she finally settled on the mountains of Le.
banon, where she still resides. About six years ago,
a visit was paid her by M. Lamartine ; Lady Esther then
appeared to be about fifty years of age; she wore a white
turban, along yellow cashmere shawl, and a Turkish robe
of white silk, under which was a second tunic of Persian
stuff, covered with flowers. ‘M. Lamartine had been
but a few minutes in Lady Esther’s presence, when the
most remarkable feature in her character came into view
—her belief in the influence of the stars upon human
affairs; and her supposition that she had discovered the
power of reading theirlanguage. * * * * Hercreed
of divination, as shewn in the following sentence, appears
to be a compound of Orientalism and Lavaterism.— There
is a science at present lost in Europe—I possess it—I read
it in the stars—we are all children of some one of those
celestial fires which presided at our birth ; and of which
the happy or malignant influence is written in our eyes, on
our forehead, in our fortunes, in the lines of our hands,
in the form of our feet, in our gesture, in our walk. I
have only seen you for a few minutes, yet you are known
to me as well as if I had lived an age with you.” * * *
After a conversation, in which she shewed the liveliest
powers of fancy, a black slave entered, prostrated himself
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on the carpet, and she said—* Go, dinner is served ; dine
quickly, and return soon. I will study you, and endeavour
to see more clearly thanin the first confusion of my ideas,
into your person and future destiny, through the stars.
As for me, I never eat with any one: I live abstemiously
—a little bread and fruit, when I feel hungry, are all I
take: but I must not subject my guest to such a regimen.’
¢ ¢ * * Thereis certainly much of deep interest
in the strange career of the new Queen of Palmyra, Lady
Esther Stanhope”— Chambers's Edinburgh Journal.

This anecdote of Lady Esther shews the danger of
allowing the imagination any ascendancy over the rea-
soning powers ; and few things contribute more to this
than indolent seclusion. For man is born for activity ;
and the faculties of the mind must more or less suffer,
when the desert and the company of slaves are preferred
to polished and intellectual society.

In “ Pinnock’s Guide to Knowledge” (May 7, 1836),
is an excellent article against astrology, from which I give
the following extract :—*¢ True it is that some of the
predictions which have been put forth, have been verified
by the event; but this may always be traced to the nature
of the prophecy itself, and the sagacity of the person
who made it. It is by no means a difficult matter for
any person, even of commeon intellectual powers, and
some acuteness in discerning the ¢signs of the times,’
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* to conjecture what will probably occur in the political
world, and so cautiously announce it, as not to commit
himself if his prophecy fails.”

I doubt not that many things recorded of * second
sight’ might be thus explained. That some visionaries
were tempted to believe they possessed it, is certain.
“ Second sight,” says Mr. Pennant, *“is a power of seeing
images impressed on the organs of sight, by the power
of fancy; or on the fancy, by the disordered spirits ope-
rating on the mind. It is the faculty of seeing spectres
or visions, which represent an event actually passing at
a distance, or likely to happen on a future day. In 1771,
a gentleman, the last who was supposed to be possessed
of this faculty, had a boat at sea, on a tempestuous night,
and being anxious for his freight, suddenly started up,
and said his men would be drowned, for he had seen them
before him, with wet garments and dripping locks. The
event corresponded with his disordered fancy. And thus,
a distempered imagination, clouded with anxiety, may
make an impression on the spirits; as persons troubled
and restless with indignation, see various forms and
figures, while they lie awake in bed.”

There is no question that many create their fate by

kheir folly, and imagine it is not to be resisted. Walders
stein, a learned German physician, is an extraordinary
instance of a perverted imagination. He was accustomed
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to record his thoughts and feelings at the moment; and,
in many respects, he lost the power of self-government;
he was the victim of nervous excitement and apprehension,
and this to such a degree, that his case corresponded with
the sentiment of a French writer—‘¢ Nous n’avons pasassez
de force, pour suivre notre raison.” Much, however, that
is recorded of Walderstein, I believe to be in a great
measure the effect of the temptations of the Prince of
Darkness, who is ever endeavouring to make mankind
wretched and miserable : and, in proportion as we comply
with his suggestions, we shall suffer for our folly; it is
therefore written, * Give not place unto the Devil.”

The following remarks are from Mrs. Hannah More’s
Tawny Rachel :—¢ Sally was ignorant and superstitious.
She delighted in dream books, and had consulted all the
cunning women in the country to tell her whether two
moles on her cheek, denoted that she was to have two
husbands, or only two children. If, in going to church,
she found an old horseshoe, she was sure that would be
a lucky week. She never made a black pudding without
borrowing one of the parson’s old wigs, to hang in the
chimney, firmly believing there were no other means to
preserve them from bursting. She would never go to
bed on Midsummer eve, without sticking up in her room,
the well-known plant called Midsummer-men, as the
bending of the leaves to the right or to the left, would
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never fail to tell her whether Jacob, her lover, was true
or false. She would rather go five miles about than pass
a churchyard at night; she would rather have gone with
her gown open, than have taken a pin of an old woman,
for fear of being bewitched. Poor Sally had so many
unlucky days in her calendar, that a large portion of her
time became of little use, because-on these days, she did
not dare set about any new work. And she would have
refused the best offer in the country, if made to her ona
Friday, which she thought so unlucky a day, that she
often said, what a pity it was that there was any Friday
in the week 1’1t is a fact, that even now there are men,
moving in the higher circles of society, who are even
more ridiculously superstitious than poor Sally. A gen-
tleman at a gaming table will, upon a succession of losses,
even change his chair; or politely request his friend, who
has been sometime sitting near him, to remove further
off. O what fool§ the Devil makes of men, when they
depart from the sacred dictates of wisdom.

‘ Man, and man only rejects her sacred rules ;
Who from the end of their creation fly,
And deviate into misery,
As if the liberty to act like fools
Were the chief causethat Heaven had made them free.’”
PoMFRET,

A pamphlet has récently been published in Chelten-
ham, the title of which is—¢* The Nativity of her Most
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Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, by G. T. F. Smith, -
Philomath.” The author, at page 7, gives an explanation
of thepeculiar properties of each planetary orb, as given
in ¢ Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos.” We are told that Mars
causes heat and dryness, because Ae is near the Sun ;* and
that the Moon generates moisture, because she is near the
Earth. At page 8, Saturn is declared to be ¢‘a malefic
or causer of evil,” because of his excess of cold ; and that
Mars is 8o too, on account of his excess of Aeat ;” so that
the one is too far from the Sun to benefit mankind, and
the other too near him. However, to console us under
these untoward circumstances, Jupiter and Venus are
pronounced to be * causers of good,” because heat and
moisture abound in these orbs. But, as Jupiter is further
from the Sun and Earth than Mars, and Venus nearer, it
is somewhat difficult to account for the physical nature of
these planets. So far, however, the Sun seems to be
recognised almost as the primum mobile of the system,
as it regards planetary influence; we are therefore sur--
prised afterward to find, that the Sun himself can dp little

* In the time of Ptolemy, the Earth was supposed to be the
the centre of our system ; and the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun,
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, to revolve round him, in the order here
mentioned. When it was discovered that the Sun was the centre
of the system, and that the Earth was merely one of the revolving
planets, astrology received a blow, the effect of which it has
never recovered.
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or nothing, and that he only produces good or evil, ac-
cording to the nature of the planet with which he may
happen “to be connected.” Mr. Smith considers pla-
netary influence to be simply either good or evil ; but he -
does not pretend to discover the precise nature of either ;
therefore virtually disclaims the predicting of positive
and distinct events. The regular professors of astrology
will not thank him for this moderation ; for he says, *“1
will not pretend to be correct upon the extreme minutie .
but only upon the general influence.” Mr. Smith has for
many years studied astrology, and well understands it ;
but he evidently, in this publication, has nearlyabandoned
the most curious part of the art. To illustrate his sen-
timents, he notices an arc of direction in her Majesty's
nativity [the Moon to the square of Saturn] which he
supposes will be productive of evil, and has the following
remarks :—*¢ Probably our skipping interests may suffer
at this period, with trouble to the community at large,
losses, and political discontent to the country: it may
occasion sickness to her Majesty,” &c. &c. Here we
have sufficient scope both for operation and fulfilment ;
and if all astrologers would but regulate their pre-
dictions upon these principles, they would generally have
them accomplished, whether good or evil, for human life
is chequered with both. But, however, notwithstanding
$he general nature of the principles of Mr, Smith’s system
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for prediction, he has ventured to give a Aint as to the
TIME OF THE QUEEN’S MARRIAGE ; but in case her Majesty
should not be disposed to marry at the time he has
named [19 years and 11 months], a loop hole is pro-
vided a for escape; for he adds, ‘‘independently of such
an occurrence, its general tendency is to promote felicity
and honours—a period of much happiness and distinction
to our royal native.”—In justice to the author, I must
observe that he does not make a frade of the art, and
that he is to be considered only as an astrological amateur.
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LETTER I.

Sir

SoME time ago, I received a challenge from Lieut.
Morrison, to discuss ¢ The truth or falsehood of
Astrology,” and I have, in consequence, during the
last month, met that gentleman, at the Athenzum,
four times upon this subject; and trusting, that the
arguments I there produced against this pretended
. science were sufficient to satisfy any unprejudiced
mind, that astrology is not only an airy phantom of
the imagination, but that its practice is a great evil
B o
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to the community, and extremely offensive to the
Mosr Hien; and being desirous of giving my senti-
ments a more extended circulation, I propose sending
you a series of letters upon the subject, hoping that
they may prove interesting to your readers, and be
a means of promoting “the cause of God and truth,”
and, consequently, of diminishing the quantum of
moral evil in our land.

During the last twenty years, several new astro-
logical works have appeared, and the high tone of
confidence adopted in some of them is truly remark-
able. The most learned and eminent men are chal-
lenged to discussion, and a sovereign contempt is
expressed for all opponents. In the preface of Zad-
kiel's Almanac for 1836, is the following sentence :
«T again invite Dr. Brewster, Dr. O. Gregory, or Sic
John Herschel, who have spoken evil of astrology,
and denied its truths, to come forward and disprove
them.” This reminds me of Johanna Southcote’s
challenging the Bishop of London to meet her in
theological argument as to the truth of her wretched
pretensions; in both cases I suppose the parties chal-
lenged could not forbear smiling at the determined
zeal of folly, unless pity for its victims suppressed
the emotion. :

In the Free Press, October 31, is an advertise-
ment from the Gloucestershire Astrological Society,
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offering 10001. to any person or persons, who shall
prove that the principles of astrology are not founded
on truth; which sum is to be paid by Philip Wood,
who, it appears, is a professor of the ‘° Divine and
Celestial Sciences, in accordance with Scripture,
reason, and the mathematics.” This modest gen-
tleman then announces his terms for the calculation
of nativities, horary questions, &c. He also has
‘¢ Celestial articles, viz. : talismans lamens, vigils,
amulets, prepared according to the genuine principles
of Divine and celestial magic, for the removal or
the mitigation of the malignant influences of the
heavenly bodies, &c.” It is deeply to be regrotted
that in a Christian land, such an advertisement
should be permitted to disgrace the columns of a
journal. That astrology and magic have been ge-
nerally more or less connected, we have abundant
evidence to prove; but it is to the former art I am to
direct my attention.—We live in a world of error,
ignorance, and delusion, and we are informed by an
inspired writer, that ¢ It is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps”” (Jer. x.23); and as we * know
not what shall be on the morrow” (James iv. 14),
it is written * Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for
thou knowest not what a day may bring forth” (Prov.
xxvii. 1). But so eager is man to discover what a

gracious Providence has wisely concealed, that he
B2
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will search heaven and earth to gratify his unhallowed
propensity ; but I exclaim with Pope,

¢ O blindness to the future, kindly given,
That each may fill the circle marked by Heaven !”

But many, deaf to the voice both of Divine and ha-

man admonition, endeavour to draw aside the curtain
between them and the future, and pry into the hid-
den councils of heaven; and so eager are they in the
vain pursuit of forbidden knowledge, that their ears
are open to the voice of a vagrant gipsey, or the
idle tale of an old washerwoman, who, from the
dregs of an empty teacup, attempts to foretel what
shall be hereafter. There is, perhaps, scarcely any
object in nature, which has not, at some period or
another, been employed as a means of divination.*
The history of all ancient heathen nations proves
them to have been immersed in superstition; nor
were even the polished states of Greece and Rome
exempt. In Greece itself, several hundred oracles
were established; and there was scarcely a temple
to be found, the priests of which did not pretend to
the art of divination; and for this they had very
powerful reasons, as no queries could be put to them
before costly offerings were presented; and from the
unbounded credulity of the ancient heathens, arose

* Appendix, No. 1.
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that mighty fabric of superstition which ruled the
greater part of the world for centuries.  Dreams, too,
were considered as entitled to peculiar attention.
Some of their deities were supposed to rove through
. the air, and dispense nocturnal visions among the
inhabitants of the earth; and they who desired pro-
phetic visitations, were careful to observe a peculiar
diet for that purpose. Among the Romans, the au-
gurs derived tokens of futurity from thunder, light-
ning, and the singing and flight of birds, from the
eating of chickens, from quadrupeds, and uncommon
accidents called dire. By some, future events were
proguosticated by the drawing of lots; by others,
from the opening of any book at random, and con-
jectures were formed from the meaning of the first line
or passage wliich happened to be turned up. Hence
we read of the Sortes Virgiliane, of the Sortes
Homerice ; and also in the early Christian ages, of
the Sortes Sanctorum ; so that the Bible itself was
employed for the purposes of divination; and this
awful superstition was forbidden by several councils.
The Haruspices examined the entrails of beasts, after
they were sacrificed, and from them derived omens
of futurity, and also from the flame, smoke, and
other accompanying circumstances. Even ants, bees,
snakes, and serpents, were all supposed to have a
voice for the future. Those who foretold events by
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contemplating the stars were generally termed astro-
. logi. Butare things much betterin our days? Has
the sun of Christianity entirely dissipated the vapour
of superstition from our land? Are not cards, and
winding sheets of tallow—flaming purses and coffins,
starting from the fire—the breaking of looking
glasses, &c. still thought to speak of things to come ?
Even a dog cannot howl, a pig cross our path, ora
black cat come into a house, but something extra-
ordinary must occur. So it was among the ancient
heathens :

¢ Obscenique canes, importunzque volucres
Signa dabant.”—Gko. lib. i.

But if the earth was so prolific in its intima-
tions respecting the future, how much more the
heavens which encircle the earth ; and accordingly,
comets and eclipses have always been deemed har-
bingers of some direful calamity to man ;* butwas it
ever designed that the contemplation of the heavens
should create terror in the heart ? No, but that the
wonders written there should call forth emotions of
love and gratitude to the Great Author of all. The
heavens have no frown, no evil aspects, but for those
who rebel against the heavens, In the eighth psalm,
David says, “ When I consider the heavens, the work

* Appendix, No.2.
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of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou
bast ordained, what is man that thou art mindful of
him, or the son of man that thou visitest him ?”’ The
effect upon the mind of the inspired monarch, was
the kind and gracious care of the bountiful Creator
for his great family below. It is written, that ¢ God
is love.” Did he then create the heavens to lour
upon the children of men: to pour down evil in-
fluences to distressthem? No; when we gaze upon
the glorious expanse above—the triumphal arch of
God’s greatness—we are assured that he who made
those luminaries, made them to shine upon man, and
not to frown upon him ; and when he gave his Son
to die for a lost world, did be not give a rainbow of
promise of fair and beautiful weather to all who
would believe on him? His frown is reserved only
for the rebellious—the incbrrigibly wicked; and his
perpetual smile rests upon all those who love and
fear him. The sun and moon, which God cre-
ated to rule the day, were supposed by the ancient
heathens to preside over the fortunes of men, and
the stars and the planets were imagined to have a
powerful control over the affairs of this nether world;
5o that at last arose a class of professors, who de-
clared that they could not only read in the heavens
the voice of the Great Governor respecting the times
and the seasons, but even his fiat respecting the fates
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of individuals, and the rise and fall of empires.
But who made them prophets ? Who gave them the'
key of heaven ? WHho imparted to them the know- -
ledge of God’s mysteries ? Let the proféssors of this
art reflect. When our Lord was ‘asked by his dis-
ciples, when he would restore the kingdom to Israel,
he replied, “It is not for you to know the times and.
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power.” But an astrologer would have erected a
figure of the heavens for the precise time, when the
question was put, and the heavens would, upon his
principles, have furnished a ready answer to the’
presumptuous enquity.—But the times and the sea-:
sons the Father hath put in his own power, acd
neither angel, man, nor devil, can break the seal of
the volume of God’s purposes, and predict what
shall come to pass. -

Among the most distinguished professors of the
art, were the ancient Chaldeans, of whose skill we
shall take due notice in the proper place. With
us, ancient observations are supposed to afford sub-
stantial ground for modern predictions; for who will
affirm that the studies of the moderns alone will
furnish sufficient data for prophetic anticipations;
for when we consider the endless diversified circum-
stances of human existence, the ever.varying confi--
gurations of the celestial luminaries; the shortness
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of human life, and the consequent limited period for
individual observation, we are assured that the only
tenable ground that could possibly be assumed, would
be an uninterrupted course of observations from
the period of the Chaldeans, down to the present
time, and conducted upon the same identical prin-
ciples. Whether the astrologer has such ground
shall be seen hereafter; that he professes to have it
I shall show—that he has it not, I shall demonstrate;
and here I must observe, that the astrologer not only un-
dertakes 1o satisfy us respecting what aday may bring
forth—what the morrow will produce, but even what
distant years shall accomplish. Now a system, which
makes such a demand on human belief, and which,
when its principles are adopted, exercises so powerful
a dominion over the mind, ought to be based on the
sound deductions of reason, and verified by a plain
and unequivocal experience. But that the scheme
of astrology rests upon no foundation of rational
argament ; that its bold conclusions are not borne
out by accredited facts; and that, in its principles,
it is contrary to Divine Revelation, I trust, I shall
be able to establish. Science flees not from the
scrutiny of reason, but goes hand in hand with her
at every step ; religion shuns her not as a companion,
but courts her closest investigation, It is the as-.
trologer alone, who would desert her guidance;
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and lead us to trust solely to that of experience.
Lieut. MorRisoN, in his grammar, says, (see Zad-
kiel's Grammar of Astrology, p. viii.) that his work
will be peculiarly acceptable “to those who think .
EXPERIENCE a safer guide than REASON in natural
philosophy.” Butif our experience be not constantly.
brought to the test of reason, we shall ultimately find,
that we have been following a will-with-a-wisp, and
may make the discovery when it has conducted us to
some filthy marsh, and we are perishing through
our ignorance and folly. When we gaze upon the
starry heavens, we are informed, that there the fates
of men are written—there the destiniesof nations are
inscribed ; and, in connection with this subject, I shall
selecta paragraph from the Grammar already noticed,
as a specimen of the awful daring of superstition.

¢¢ If the present haughty style of declaiming against a science
which the greatest men have taken a pride to cultivate in all ages
and all countries, should, by this endeavour to open a clear path to
its examination, receive a check, such as the power of truth onlycan
offer to the headstrong course of prejudice, it will not have been
written in vain : and if the cause of truth should thereby be assisted,
either through public demonstration, by the test of experiment, of
the utter fallacy of the doctrines of astrology, oron the other hand,
by the conviction of the honest portion of mankind that the Almighty
dees indeed choose the h ly bodies as the instruments of his will,
in bringing about the ends of Previdence; this little work will
very well bear the lash of critics, whose pride will not believe that
¢there are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamed of
in their philosophy.’”
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Our modern philosophers are no dreamers, but
are awake to the principles of sound science. But
if for a moment, we should suppose the stars and
their configurations to be the arranged means by
which the ends of Providence are administered, I
again ask where did the astrologer obtain the key of
the celestial cahinet, to disclose the mysterious sym-
bols—to lay open the hieroglyphical representations
of man’s destiny? Of the myriads of people scat-
tered over the globe, from age to age, how many have
had their nativities calculated? And, with regard
to atmospherical astrology, have the ever-varying
features of climate been observed constantly to tally
with the supposed indications above ? Certainly no
astrologer has ever pretended to have received a re-
velation of these things. {The truth is, that some
looking at Mars, found him red; others, glancing at
Venus, perceived she was fair; the one must there-
fore be connected with war and bloodshed, and the
other with all that is attractive in human naturé?
But who does not here perceive the puny intellect of
aworm of the dust, peering after what is infinitely
beyond his reach—attempting to grasp the councils
of the Most High—and to interpret the will of Hea-
ven by his own wayward fancies. In the fables of
Phaedrus is one, in which a frog is represented as
envying the great bulk of the ox, and very desirous
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that her stature should equal his; and for this pur-
pose she puffed and blowed, and strained and swelled,
till at last she positively burst herself.

“ dum vuit validius

Inflare sese rupto jacuit corpore.”

In my next I intend to comment upon some of the
precious principles of the astrological art, a science
falsely so called.

I am, Sir, &ec.

T. H. MOODY.
November 24th, 1835.
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SIR,

THE reason why I have not confined my arguments
against astrology to the precincts of the Athengum,
but have availed myself of your respectable journal,
as a more extensive means of communication, are
because I have been informed by two gentlemen,
well known to Lieut. Morrison, that the minds of
several persons in Cheltenham have been rendered
unhappy by astrological predictions, and because the
works of that gentleman are publicly vended in
our town and other parts of England. At the end
of Zadkiel’s Almanac for 1836, is the following
notice :

¢‘ Individuals desiring to become acquainted with any branch
of astrology, may receive instructions from the author, by address-
ing him by letter only, post paid, as follows:—¢ Zadkiel, care of
Mr. Denley, bookseller, Catherine street, Strand, London.” The
terms for a sufficient number of lessons to acquire the art of cal-
culating nativities are 10L. ; for a single lesson in any branch of the
science, 11.; for preparing a figure, 2/.; and bringing up the di-
rections through life, 51"
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At the conclusion of the Horoscope for 1834,
we have another announcement :

¢ Persons wishing to consult the editor, may direct as follows :
—*To Zadkiel, care of Mr. Hyde, Post Office, Cheltenham.’
Letters must be post paid. N.B. Nativities cannot be calculated,
unless the time and place of birth be stated, and the period of
some remarkable events of life be mentioned, to correct the esti-
mated time. Note. The editor will publish an edition of Lilly’s
Astrology in February, 1835 ; and the Astrological Tables in a
few days.”

It is probable Lieutenant Morrison may consider
that the sale of his works, and his practice as an as-
trological professor, are beneficial to the community ;
but, as I widely differ from him on this subject, and
think that both are productive of considerable evil,
I am desirous that my refutation of this presumptuous
art may have all the publicity possible; and I deeply
regret that the talents of this gentleman, which are
very considerable, are notembarked in a better cause.

Among the many claims which astrology is
thought to have, by its fond adherents, to public
patronage, is its extreme antiquity; its professors
would have us suppose, that nothing in the shape of
solid objection had ever been offered to its principles
by the ancients; and that all opposition to their
celestial chimeras is comparatively modern. This is
intimated in the Grammar of Astrology, already
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noticed, and more expressly stated in the Horoscope
of 1834, ‘ edited by Zadkiel, Author of the Gram-
mar of Astrology.”—At page 131 is the following
remark : '

¢ We are QuITE CERTAIN that the prejudice ugainst astrology
owes its origin chiefly to the cant and hypocrisy of the Puritans
in the time of Cromuwell.”

This is a fine specimen of astrological certainty :
but, upon looking through the mist of time—passing
to a distant age, I find an illustrious Roman raising
his honoured voice against the superstition. Nearly
two thousand years ago, the great Cicero poured forth
the'powers of his mighty mind against the growing evil.
Are the objections but of yesterday ? See the third
volume of his works, where he commences a course
of close consecutive argument, conclusive against
the principles of astrology. ¢‘Ad Chaldzorum,
monstra veniamus, &c.” ““ O delirationem incredi-
bilem, &c.”* Yet, in the Horoscope (p. 13,) Cicero,
Pliny, Horace, &c. are claimed as authorities for the
art; and, at page 143, these great men, with several
others, are again mentioned as its supporters, and in
this place the learned writer mentions Cicero and
Tully as two distinct persons! T lay no great stress
upon heathen authority, but I am desirous to rescue

* Appendix, No. 3.
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the reputation of these eminent writers from the odium
of astrological eulogy, to dissipate the loathsome fog
that clouds their memories in the Horoscope, and to
deprive the astrologer of the sanction of such names.
“Tu ne queesieris (scire nefas) quem mihi, quem tibi
Finem Di dederint, Leuconoe ; nec Babylonios
Tentéris numeros, ut melius, quidquid erit pati.”
: Hor. Op. 11.
_ That is — “Seek not, Leuconoe, to inform yourself
what end the Gods have given me or you; this curi-
osity is forbidden ; and consult notthe calculations of
the Babylonians,” &e.
Or according to Francis—
“* Strive not Leuconoe, to pry
Into the secret will of fate ;

Nor impious magic vainly try,
To know our lives’ uncertain date.”

Persius also, in his sixth satire, says—

“¢ geminos horoscope varo
Producis genio,” &c.

¢ For men of different inclinations are,
Though born, perhaps, beneath one common star ;
In minds and s, twins opposed we see

In the same sign, almost the same degree.”

Juvenal, too, ridicules astrological folly in Lis
sixth satire—

¢¢ Chaldceis sed major erit fiducia: quidquid
Dixerit astrologus, &c.”
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“ More credit yet is to Chaldeans given,
What they foretel is deemed the voice from heaven ;
Their answers, as from Hammon’s altar come,
Since now the Delphian oracles are dumb.
And mankind, ignorant of a future fate,
Believe what fond astrologers relate,”

Pliny also declares (Preem. lib. xxx.) that the
art is founded on fraud and imposture—* fraudulen-
tissima artium.”

It is pleasing to perceive that, in the dark period
of heathen superstition, such men were mercifully
raised up to protest against astrological evils; and if
we come to modern times, we find a host of worthies
pouring contempt on the predictions of astrology.
There is not an encyclopedia—there is not a diction-
ary—not any book of general literature, which has
not reprobated this boasted science; and, be it re-
membered, that the Christian clergy, our authorised
teachers, under God, have pronounced astrology to
be a delusion of the Devil. Itis true thata few weak
and eccentric minds have sometimes been ensnared,*
but the Church of Christ—those who have been
taught of God—have uniformly opposed astrology
as an impious art, destructive of the peace of mankind
in this world, and of their eternal interests in another.
Mons. Rollin, in the second volume of his Ancient
History, bas given the astrologers a very severe cas-
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tigation, and quoted some high authorities against
them. He there says:

¢ Modern writers, and among others, two of our greatest phi-
losophers, Gassendi and Rohault, have inveighed against the folly
of that pretended science with the same energy, and have demon-
strated it to be equally void of principle and experience.”

I now proceed directly to the argument—to scru-
tinize the foundations of astrology—to examine the
principles upon which it is reared, and shall clearly
prove “what stuff these dreams are made of.”
Sheridan, in one of his poems, says that he had long
searched the book of nature for some striking object
to which he might compare the female character, and
at last he fixed upon a cloud. He runs the parallel
through many stanzas, in one of which is the
following couplet :

« The clouds build castles in the air,
A thing peculiar to the fair.”

Now I think that here the poet was in error; and
am certain that there are some of the male sex who
have erected larger edifices there than ever the ladies
did.—Certgjin influences are said to descend from the
starry heavens, which in a great measure regulate
every thing that takes place on earth. I ask for an
explanation of the modus operandi. At page 15 of
the Horoscope, are the following remarks :

¢ The sceptic will ask how is it possible that these planets can,
at suchadistance, affectthe health of any person born on the globe !
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The old astrologers supposed that it was by means of their light,
whicb, as the colours of the planets differ, may be thought to be
of a different nature. But we are more inclined to believe, that
that fine and imperceptible fluid which shews itself in the magnet,
_and exists under the genuine name of electricity, extends over all
nature, and may be changed by every change of position of the
planets, and so may act on the foetus and the new-born babe by
invisible means. And that, like as the electricity of the air is
diminished, and that body becomes heavier on the appearance of
cholera morbus, so may its electricity, by the rising or setting of
the planets, be quite sufficient to act on fluids of the embryo child
and the infant. Yet how can this do more than affect the health of
the child? How can it act so as to cause a gift or inhkeritance to
fall to the child at any future moment? We must here reply in the
phrase which the great Galileo declared it was so difficult for phi-
losophers to pronounce—‘ We do not know.' ”’

Here we have muchk imagined, but nothing proved.
But is this writer content to stop here? No: he
then adds, “ We have our notions however,” &ec.
Notions! No doubt of it—where shall we find an
astrologer without them ? I am tired of quoting such
wildering absurdity, bat think it right to give a few
specimens of the reasoning of these wouid-be philoso-
phers. Well,what arethese notions ? What are these
sublime discoveries? Hear the professor himself:

* We think then, that the situation of the planets in other peo-
ple’s nativities may s0 sympathise [this word in italics] with those
in the new-born infant’s, that at a particular period, owing to the
similarity in the various nativities, the planets may come to be in

the same place in the zodiac, and so cause mutusl good will and

benefits to be conferred by the ?e on the other!”
CaZ
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Behold a vain worm ! thus daring to reason re-
specting the works of the incomprehensible Jehovah,
whose ways are past finding out. O, how much
better it is to emulate the piety of David, who says
(Psalm cxxxi.), * Lord, my heart is not banghty,
nor mine eyes lofty, neither do I exercise myself in
great matters, or in things too high for me.” I can
only compare the airy fabric of this writer to the
work of the spider:

*¢ It spins a flimsy web, its slender store,
And labours till it clouds itself all o’er.”

The astrologer then supposes that some fine subtle
fluid is the great agent by which the affairs of the
universe are regulated, and that its particles are ever
varying, according to the relative changes of the
heavenly bodies, to suit the fortunes of the world.
Now, whether astrological influence proceed directly
from the heavens, or be conveyed from them only
through the medium of a fluid, is of no consequence
to my argument: it appears that the stars are the
source of it, and that this influence emanates not
JSrom mere points of an imaginary circle, but from
the stars themselves. This is not only asserted
bythe old astrologers, but also by those of modern
notoriety ; it is further confirmed by the list of certain
fixed stars, given in astrological books, which are
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said to have a powerful effect on the' inhabitants
of the earth.—It has been affirmed that astrology is
not a science of imagination, but of observation. I
shall prove the direct contrary; and now present my
readers with some extracts from the Grammar of
Lieuternant Morrison:

¢ Arizs.—This sign produces a dry lean body, middle stature,
strong limbs, large bones, long and meagre face, sharp sight, neck
rather long and scraggy, dark eyebrows, swarthy complexion, hair
reddish and wiry—disposition angry and vivlent as the ram.

¢¢ Taurus.—A short, full, well set person, full face and eyes,
thick neck and lips, wide nose and mouth, swarthy shining face ;
& short, thick, broad hand; dark, harsh, and generally curling
bair—given to eating, unfeeling, melancholy, and slow to anger,
but when enraged, furious as the bull.

¢« GEMnt.—A tall, upright, well-made body, &e.—said to
beget or bear twins.

¢ Scorri0.—T'hick, well-set, mlddle-sued person, &c.—de-

ceitful as the scorpion.

¢¢ Caprrcorn.— Cupricious as the goat.

¢ Prsces.--Disposition indolent, and too often given to drink
like the fishes.”

He who created the stars is of purer eyes than
to behold iniquity, and therefore never conld have
created such influences as these. What! cen that
God, whose ¢ law is holy, just, andgeod,” and who
is “ holy in all his works,” create laws to make his
creatures angry and violent as the ram—given to
eating, unfeeling, melancholy, and furious as the
bull—deceitful s the scorpion—capricious as the
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goat—and given {o drink like fishes? The astro-
loger affirms it may be so; he contends that God
is the author of evil, charges his Maker with iniquity,
and prates about mysteries in the Divine government.
I admit that there are mysteries in the government
of God, and it would be well if vain men would not
attempt to search them out; but I contend that they
are such as in every respect harmonize with the
HOLINESS of the Lord. ¢ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
of Hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” (Isa.
vi. 3.) Oh! the awful daring of the astrologer, to
charge upon the Majesty of the skies, the creation of
such influences as these! Is this the way in which
the Great God governs the world ? The astrologer
says it is. Will he affirm this at the day of judgment?
He now says (Gram. p. 15) “If the moonbe afflicted,
the native will be idle, and given to drinking, glut-
tony, and debauchery. When evil aspects are found
between the Moon, Mars, and Mercury, the native
is inclined to dishonesty.” What! will He who
says, ‘‘Thou shalt not commit adultery,”~*Thou
shalt not steal,” send from his heaven a moral
pestilence, to urge men on to acts of debauchery and
theft P—But I will tell the abettors of this abominable
system, that, as the stars were not so disposed by
the great author of nature, as to correspond with the
outlines of a ram or a bull; and that, as the figures
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of the zodiacal constellations are altogether imagi-
nary, the influences borrowed: from them must be so
too; and I will defy all the astrologers in the world
to escape from this conclusion. It may further be
remarked, that the fact of what is called the preces-
sion of the Equinoxes, plays havoc with their system.
The equinoctial points recede annually about 50%
seconds; aud by this motion the constellation Aries
isnowin the sign Taurus, und the supposed influences
of the stars must therefore have moved with them; and
the first thirty degrees of the ecliptic are now occupied
by the stars that compose the constellation Pisces ;
yet the same astrological effects are ascribed to this
sign now, as were by Ptolemy seventeen hundred
years ago! In vain will the astrologer attempt to get
clear of his perplexity, by asserting that his in-
fluences proceed from the ecliptic, and not from the
stars themselves.* What is the ecliptic ? It has been
confounded with the orbit of the earth; but the
earth’s orbit is merely that track in space which it
describes in its revolution round the sun; and if we
suppose the plane of this orbit every where extended
till it meets the starry heavens, we have a great
circle called the ecliptic. This imaginary circle is
undoubtedly of great importance;in astronomy, but
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it is a circle contrived by man, and is not to be found
in the book of nature. The astrologer labours hard
to draw his principles from nature-—he places her
upon the rack, and endeavours to wring from her
bosom his impious conclusions ; but to chatter about
influences which kave no bodies to send them forth,
to endeavour to fetch them out of an imaginary
circle, are vain efforts. Ex nikilo nikil fit.

It is evident from the preceding arguments that
a man, upon astrological principles, may be lost in
the other world, for what he was fated by the stars
to do in this. To clench this I shall give a quotation
from the Grammar, (page 44.)

¢¢ Remark. The word fate does not here imply inevitable fate ;
for the planets produce a certain influence in the native’s affairs,
yet that influence is capable of being opposed by the human will,
and may by that means be either overcome or greatly mitigated.
If, however, it be not attended to, but allowed its full scope, it
will then certainly produce its full effect; and the reader must

remember, that astrologers, in predicting events, always presup-
pose that this last circumstance will be the case.”

Now all men cannot study the heavens; there
are but comparatively few who have leisure and
ability for such a pursuit: how then shall the mass
of mankind guard against those evils which are sup-
posed to be continually hovering over their heads ?
the astrologer says by consulting me. But the pro-
phet Jeremiah says (xvii. §.) ¢ Thus saith the Lord,



LETTER II. 25

cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the
Lord;” and David (Ps. xxxii. 10), “Many sorrows
shall be to the wicked ; but he that trusteth in the
Lord, mercy shall compass him about.”” The first
chapter of Proverbs ends with a passage close to the
point: “But whoso hearkeneth to me shall dwell
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil”” God
has promised to keep those in perfect peace whose
mindsarestayed on him; and that a good man * shall
rot be afraid of evil tidings, his heart being fixed,
trusting in the Lord” (Psalm cxii.) And though
the astrologer may attempt to ¢ devise his way’
(Prov. xvi. 9) through this dangerous wilderness, I
desire with the psalmist ever to say, ¢ Hold thou me
up, and I shall be safe.” (Psalm cxix. 117.) Ia
my next, I purpose making some remarks upon the
Pplanets, the aspects, and the twelve houses of heaven.

1 am, Sir, &e.

. T. H. MOODY.
November 30th, 1835.
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Sir,

BeFuRE I proceed to consider the astrological prin-
ciples connected with the planets and aspects, some
remarks may be expected on the letter of Lieutenant
Morrison, which appeared in your last paper. .He
observes that I seem to ¢ fear if astrology be proved
to be true, it will overthrow the Bible”—I have no
such fear, being satisfied that this art is from beneath
—that it proceeds from the father of lies, and will
overthrow nothing but a weak, daring, superstitious
mind, and
¢ Make the man the most despised
‘Where most he wishes to be prized.”

He says that I have burst upon your readers
with @ NAUSEOUS string of daring assertions” which
he has proved to be false. I am not at all disturbed
by this invective, having good evidence, that what
the Lieutenant nauseates, has been very well received
by the public. I have no doubt that he consulted
the stars as to the precise time of writing his own
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own letter, yet, on this occasion, they have evidently
deserted him ; and I have reason to believe, that this
composition has procured him no rapt admirers—
no increase of astrological reputation. He has not
disproved any thing advanced by me; and the
letter before me contains not one word of argu-
ment;* but its peevish fretful scurrility proves that
the feelings of the writer have not been quite calm
since the discussion. The insinuation thrown out,
that I am, “ the cat’s paw of an individual whose
vanity he happened to wound,” is wholly without
foundation: I am the tool of no man, but am the
free, unfettered advocate of truth.—Let the Lieut.
bimself examine whether he be not the agent of the
enemy of God, in thus endeavouring to disseminate
astrological prinéiples. He charges me with having
run from the combat, but the public is a witness of
the contrary. I have only drawn up my forces upon
more open ground, and chosen a more extensive field
of operation; for the columns of the Cheltenham
Chronicle are as open to him as to me, if he has
courage to come forth in defence of his darling super-
stition. The chairman of the committee at the
Athenzum is a witness, that Lieut, Morrison refused
to comply with the arrangements there made—that
we should speak half-hour by half-hour at the next
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meeting—and I therefore refused to continue the
discussion there. And, as to the Lieutenant’s “ ques-
tions,” I reply, that I am not an intellectual gladiator,
for “ Charity vaunteth not itself :” I am not anxious
to make a vain display of my attainments, to shew
how much I know, but to defend the cause of truth ;
not to bandy questions about astronomy, bat to expose
the abominations connected with astrology; not to
exhibit my knowledge in the way prescribed by him,
but in 2 manner more consistent, I trust, with the
Christian character. My name is down for a course
of lectures, to be delivered at the Philosophical So-
ciety, on trigonometry, and its application to astro-
nomical calculations ; and I hope, if spared, to fulfl
the engagement in a manner which shall not disgrace
myself, and which may be interesting to the members
of that respectable institution;—and I apprehend,
that even the Lieutenant, if he will *condescend’’
to attend, and the puffing and blowing shall have
then subsided, may receive some instruction. It re-
quires but a very superficial knowledge of astronomy
to make an astrologer; and I gathered from the Lien-
tenant’s observations respecting Cardan, that he was
unacquainted with algebra, and therefore at once
perceived that he was ignorant of the common ana-
Iytical modes of astronomical investigation. He has
also applied to me the following passage: “ He that
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answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly
and shame unto him.” Now the truth is, that he
was determined to be heard ; for he not only occupied
the first evening, but the greater part of the second.
However, I heartily close, with his concluding sen-
tence, that * Whatever is true and exists in nature,
emanates from God, and can never be opposed to
his worp”—if, by the word nature, he means the
material universe—but it is a remark destructive of
the principles of astrology.

Every Christian learns from the Bible, that his
inberitance is mnot here; that it is the wicked who
are said to have their portion in this life (Psalm
xvii. 25) ; and that the church of Christ, for the most
part, are a poor afHlicted peeple (Zeph. iii. 12); it
is therefore recorded of Moses, that he chose rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season (Heb. xi. 25).
But, while we are enjoined to seek first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness (Matt. vi. 33), to rise
above the things of time and sense, and ta set our
affections on things above and not on things of the
earth (Col. iii. 2) ; yet, according to the principles of
astrology, when we look upward, all the arrange-
ments there have only a voiceE FOR THIS WORLD.*
This remark alone is sufficient to prove, that astrology
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proceeds from “the god of this world,” and not
from the God of the Bible. The Lientenant would
gladly bring me from the Chronicle to the Athenzeum :
bnt I mean, with the blessing of Heaven, to fulfil the
pledge I have given, and not to leave the subject, till
I have fully unmasked TH1S MONSTER, ASTROLOGY—
till I have exhibited its hideous deformity, and fur-
nished honest minds with plain arguments, by which
they may be preserved from this ¢ pestilence which
walketh in darkness” (Psalm xci.)

I have thought it right to make allusion to certain
works, published by Lieutenant Morrison, under the’
pame of Zadkiel, and in this, have violated no
pledge given to that gentleman.* The Grammar of
Astrology is his own acknowledged production; and
at the commencement of the discussion, he spoke of
Zadkiel's astrological tables as his performance; he
declared himself an enemy to common fortune-telling,
and added that he had recently burnta pack of cards
used in his own kitchen for that purpose.—In answer
to this, I read from the “ Horoscope,” the following.
anecdote :

““ ANECDOTE oF A Liverroor Forrune TerLer.—The follow-

ing occurrence took place within these few months, and, as we
happened to know more than one of the paities, we can vouch

® The Lieut. remarks in his second letter, that *“ private con-’
versation is not public property.”’
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for its authenticity.—A sailor was about to be married to a young
woman in Liverpool, of whose true character he had no certain
knowledge. She had gained his affections, and had so far prevailed
on him as to induce him to promise to place all his money in her
hands, which he was about to do on the following day, when they
were to be married. But an acquaintance of the sailor happen-
ing to have heard something against the girl’s character, told him
what he had heard the night previous to the intended wedding,
and as it was then too late to make other enquiries, farther than of
the girl herself, who strenuously denied all that wassaid, the sailor
and his friend agreed to consult a fortune teller on the subject.
They went immediately to one, and she told them that the young
woman had had a child; and, in short, confirmed all the accusa-
tions against her,and described her person accurately, The sailor
delayed the marriage, and went to sea. On his return, he found
that the fortune teller had been quite correct ; and he was thus
saved the misery and injury he would otherwise have suffered.
The girl, however, learned the cause of her disappointment, and
vowed to be revenged on the old woman. And, as the fortune
teller bas since been sent to prison, we have no doubt that she
kept her vow. Thus, the old woman has met that punishment
which too often follows on doing gnod deeds ; for it will hardly
be denied thatshe did the sailor a service, and that her art therein
was the means of checking vice.”’—109,

I do not wish to trouble my readers with more
quotations than necessary, but I think the following
advertisement at the end of the Grammar of Astro-
logy demands attention :

‘“ Raphael’s Royal Book of Fate; Queen Elizabeth’s Oracle
of Future Events ! !!—A work of the greatest