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PREFACGE.

- his is the age of cant.” ByroN.

Reapxr |—The learned author of ¢ Tux Dikcesis,” and of the Sermons
before you, is in prison in Horsemonger Lane Gaol. He bas r.een found guilty
of the alleged crime of blasphemy ; and is sentenced to two years’ lmpmon-
ment, o pay a fine of two hundred pound-, and afurwardt te eater into sure-
ties for five years to come, to the t of oue t d , which, con-
sidering his circumstances, is imprisonment for life. The matter selected for
prosecution wiil be found in Nos. 14, and 15.

'l‘he trial was a mockery —the Bench of Magi being i ble of ap-

L

preciating the y ‘defence of the d. The w , who were
hired by tlu Vlee Society, were of the lowest class, and ignorant of the mean-
ing of words they sware to, descriptive of his manner of taking the Sacrament,
and could not understand the nature or tendency of the discour of them
admitting that he did not rightly at first know whether some of the indicted
passages were verse or prose !!

‘The Jury behaved most unbecomingly—declaring they would not listen to
‘ gich,” (meaning his defence) —told the Chairman their minds had long been
made up, and actually clenched their fists at the defendents for pr
This conduct, instead of receiving a check, was actually sanctioned by the
Chairman!

English justice in 1831! - Will % be believed, that in the reign of William
1V., by some called the patriot Kiag, during the Administration of the Whigs,
dnring the Chancellorship of Henry Brougham, during the Premiership of Earl
Grey, such a prosecution should bhave been instituted? That a Russel, a
Bardett (the pupil of Tooke), an O’Connel (the champion of Catholic Eman-
cipation, and eountryman of Curren and Grattan), and a Hobhouse, the clas-
sic friend and companion of Byron, could have been passive spectators of this
cruel mockery of justice, without instituting a parliamentary inquiry on the
subject— Such, however, is the fact !

The writings of Mr. Taylor that are before the world best speak bis ta!ent,
—they are as uninflated as they are clear and convincing, and accord with the
unassuming demeanour of their author. The writer is convinced that all who
have spoken to him, of whatever creed, will acknowledge that his conversation
is that of a philosopher, and his behaviour that of a gentleman.

The hope expressed by the Reporter, ¢ that the historian of another age would
not have to record that he was deserted by his followers,”” has been fulfilled.
They have stepped forward with pecuniary aid—and would do more—they
would sacrifice life itself to restore to him bis liberty.

Some members of different religious profession at Bolton, headed by a Ca-
tholic, have immortalised themselves by a spirited petition to the C
with twelve hundred signatures. Let a few more such petitions be presented,
and “he bars of Horsemonger Lane Gaol will snap like the bonds of 8amson.

The pledge given by the Reporter, that the whole of the Rotunda lecturess
would be published, has b.én verified ; and, sorry is he to add, that his fore-
boding of the lear-ed lecturer being immured in a prison, has been accomplished,
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REVEREND ROBERT TAYLOR,

WHO RECEIVED, FROM H. HUNT, THE TITLE OF

« THE DEVIL'S CHAPLAIN.”

Rosert was the sixth son of Jobn and Elizabeth Taylor, born at the village
of Edmonton, on the north-east side of London, in the Walnut Tree House,
adjoining the wooden bridge, over the at three o’clock. ». M. on Wed-
nesday, August 18, 1784. His parents Were highly respectable, and of am-
ple fortune : but its division among seven sons and a daughter left no more to
each than the nucleus of a fortune to be acquired ny the pursuit of some pro- .
fession. Robert was first educated at the boarding-school adjoining the Bell
Inn, Fore-street, and subsequently under Mr. Thomson, of Ponder’s End. His
father died while he was yet young ; and, after a long visit to his uncle and
guardian, Edward Farmgr Taylor, Esq., of Chicken Hall. near Bridgnorth, he
was articled as house pupil to Mr. Samuel Partridge, surgeon, resident iu the
General Hospital, near Birmingbam. In the year 1805, he walked Guy's
and St. Thomas's Hospitals, under Sir Astley Cooper and Mr. Cline, and
passed the College of Surgeons with great applause in 1807.

Being unsettled as to his views and prospects in life, Mr. Taylor imbibed very
strong relig—ioufeelinga from his intimacy with the Rev. Thomas Cotterell,
then minister of Lane End, in Staffordshire, a clergyman of the Euubluhed
Church, of high evangelical pnlmplu. That reverend gentleman, seeing, in
his young friend, a strong bined with strong religioua

. feelings, persuaded him to seek holy orders in the Established Church.
In October, 1809, Mr Taylor matriculated, and instantly became Queen
Margaret’s Foundation scholar, at St. John’s College, Cambridge, During bis
. residence in the University, he was a constant hearer of the Rey. C. Simeon,
i whose hearers were distinguished by the name of Simeonites, and was, by that
.gentleman, instructed in the art of sermox-making ; in which art Mr. Simeon
istinguished him as the facile princeps and incomparabilis of his class.
{ In January, 1818, Mr. Taylor took his degree of Bachelor of Arts, pur-
posely refusing his chance of the inferior honours of the Tripos, He wascom-
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REVEREND ROBERT TAYLOR. v

plimented by the Master of St. John's College, as a singular honour to the
University in his scholarship, such as Cambridge had not for somne time known,
andia all bis scholastic strugzles for superiority dnder eompetition, he was never
second. The present Mr. Herschel, son of Dr. Herschel, the astronomer, was
his compeer and competitor.

The Rex. Richard Lloyd, Rector of St. Dunstan’s, and of Midhurst, in the
county of Sussex, wanting a curate for the latter place, wrote to the Rev. Mr.
Simeon, of Cambridge, requesting him to pick out the cleverest and most re-
ligious voung man at the University fur that vacancy. The choice of the Pro-
fessor fell on Mr. Taylor, who, havine no objection to embrace that opportunity
of entering upon holy orders, was ordained Descon by the Bishop of Chichester
(Buckner) on Sunday, March 14, 1831. at St. James's, Piccadilly. He sub-
sequently received the order of the priesthood. Oo the same day that he was
ordained Deacon, he preached bis maiden sermon, at St. Dunstan’s, Fleet Street.

From March, 1813, to the summer of 1818, he continued a zealous and
highly evangelical preacher, at Midhurst, and obtained from Mr. Poyntz, a
geatleman of that neighbourhood, a brown coat rectory.*

About the commencement of the year 1818, the Rev. Mr. Taylor became

quainted with a trad at Midhurst who was an infidel. * Having neither
hypocrisy nor scepticism in himself, and despising the hypoerisy of others, he
was open to the arguments of the infidel and of infidel authors. and soon found
that they were not deficient of weight. Here began the struggle in his mind
of virtue with the bypocrisy of the world. On the Trinity Sunday, he
preached a sermon, which gave offence to the more orthodax part of his con-
gregati The scepticism which thus began, and which bad for six months
been fermenting in his mind, derived strength and growth from the disgust he
bad received, at the bitter épirit and deceitful practices of the fanatics by
whom he was surrounded ; and he wrote to his Diocesan, Dr. Buckner, Bishop
of Chichester, tendering the resignation of his little preferment, on the alleged
ground of the insupportable pain of conscience  he felt, in contiouing to preach
that which he had ceased to believe. It was at this time that Dr. Buckner,
the Bishop of Chichester, remonstrated with bim on the folly of relinquishing
his prospects in the Church, because he ceased to think with the orthodox,
described the Christian religion as a Promethean nose of wax, and declared
that he would not have ordained him if he could have imaginea that he, Mr.
Taylor, would have turned out such a fool, as to entertain such silly seruples.
This sort of appeal startled our young philosophising divine, and he began to feel
sa inclination to remain in the Church; but he had so fur committed himself,
thut atonement was necessary, some apology, and somethiog in the shape of re-
cantation of infidel principles must be made; and for this purpese, it was

* A brown-coat rtctori is a very significant Church phrase. It means arectory or
Church llving, in which the patron, as Mr. Poynts was on this occasion, pockets the
hundreds ‘or thousands that it anproduce. and gives a black-coated cura e & mere
twenty pounds a year for his occastonal services.
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agreed between the Bishop, Dr. Buckoes, the Rector, Mr Lloyd, and the
ReV. M:. Tnylor, that the latter should retire from Sussex, or from his then

be secluded for a time, and be brought out again in th: first
good living at the disposal of the Bishop. The Bishop of London was privy
to this arrangement.

Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor, the widowed mother of our young sceptical divine,
wasa very religious woman, and prided herself much in having so promising a
son in the Church. The shock of his removal from Midhurst, was, to her,
consequently great and almost fatal. It brought her on a bed of sickness, and
on an apparent death bed. In an agony of mental conflict with filia] affection,
the bero of our memoir rushed to relieve the mind of his agonised mother, and
in a delirium of grief, he was ready to recant, to avow, or to publish anything
that should be called for. This, for 8 moment, assuaged the anger of his
family ; but added nothing to the fame, while it has been a thorn in the side
of the Reverend Gentleman. Dr. Gaskin, of Newington, of orthodox cele-
brity, undertook the purification of the mentally wavering apostate ; but infi-
delity is knowledge, and though it may be concealed. or preverted, or debased,
it can never be converted. He was allowed to offiziate in the churches of
Edmonton, Tottenham, and Newington, as an assi ; but he b im-
patient of the little while that was required for his retirement,and thesubsiding
of the excitement produced by his singular ap y, and unhallowed, though
well-meant recantation. He wrote to the Bishop of London, requesting rpeedy
restoration to the bosom of the Church which he bad offended, but for which
offence he thought he had made due atonement. The Bishop answered in a
most sarcastic tone, that the circumstance required all the patience that should
evince 2 humility, a penitence, and a sincerity becoming a Christian minister
under affliction, to the satisfaction and judgment of the heads of the Church,
and that enough of the necessary proof had not yet been obtained. Our mor-
tified aspirant then wrote to the Bishop of Chicbester, in claim of the pro-
mised preferment ; and was answered most insolently and significantly by his
former Rector, the Rev. Mr. Lloye, in nearly the following words:—* My
dear Taylor, the back ground is the place for you.” This was not to be mis-
taken. There was no further hope in the Church.  Other means of living
maust be sought.

" Our baffled, wavering, but growing hero, having a few hundred pounds at
command, sought its employment, backed by his brighter talents, in the posses-
sion of a school. An advertisement brought him acquainted with a Bristol
family, of the name of May, which professed to have a suitable school for his
purpose. He embarked the remains of his little fortune with them; they
found him uninitiated into any of the tricks of commerce, and getting his loose
cash, as well as his acceptance to a hundred pound bill, they soon proved to be
swindlers, and his title to the school was not wosth a shilling.  Wright, the
Bristol Quaker banker, had some transactions with those Mays, and, seven
years afterwards, prosecuted a claim for the accep of the hundred pound
bill, which drove our unchurched, unsuspecting, and impoverished dupe to a




REVEREND ROBERT TAYLOR. vii

relief from prison by the Insolvent Debtors’ Court.  One of the Mays was
banged at Newgate for forgery ; and, if the Rev. Mr Taylor's account of the
story be correct, the Quaker banker rather deserved a prosecution for a con-
spiraoy to defraud, than to be idered a legal credi

In distress, and shunned by his family, he obtained, through the kindness of
an old friend, the curacy of Yardley, oear Birmingham, and hoped to purge him-
self here of the sin of avowed scepticism, by an orthodox life. and a strictly cere-
monial service in this secluded Church. The Bishop of Worcester discovered
the intruder, among his flock, was peremptory in his demand for dismissal and
departure, rejected all proposed terms, and all sufficiency of recantation, and by
dint of persecution, produced a reaction in the mind of our clerical transgressor,
who used the time which custom allowed him to bave for his quittance, in the
open preaching of Deism in the parish church of Yardley, by which the
churchwardens, and most of the parishioners, were converted. It is but just
to observe, en passant, that his moral character was ezemplary, and his prac-
tical habits bighly calculated to win the esteem of those who knew him, and
who were too wise to be offenided by his lapse and relapse in doctrine, or too
ignorant to be ious of the ing.

In this predicament, his brothers consented to make bim a monthly allowance,
if he would qnit England. Not knowing what else to do, he retired to the Isle
of Man. The first month's promised allowance was duly paid; but either
the second or the third was peremptorily refused without any assigned reason.
Thrown on his own resources inthe Islz of Man, he sought literary employment
with the two newspapers of the Island ; but on writing an article on justifica-
tion of snicide, he was summoned before the Bishop, who had traced the
character of the new inhabitant, and warned, that if he did not quickly leave
the Island, the Bishop haa the power to imprison him for life, without being
accountable to any one.  If this be true, it is time that it should cease to be so.
Moneyless and friendless, scouted by his family, our hapless hero landed at
Whitehaven, in the best first conveyance in which he could get away from
the alleged absolute power of the Bishop of Sodor end Man. His last resource
was his old friend, Mr Partridge, from whom he obtained a ten pound note,
and having paid about three pounds of debt incurred at whitehaven, he sailed
for Dublin, with the remainder. to seek a living in a boped retirement in Ireland.

The clerical errant ded by an adverti t in getting a situation in
the school of a Mr. Jones, to the best of our recollection, at Rathfarnham ; and
#0 striking were his talents, that, it was not long before he was the admired
preacher in the parish church, and the favourite of all the respectable families
of the neighbourhood.  The odium theologicum was lynx-eyed and inexorable :
Archbishop Magee, of Dublin discovered the refugee, thundered forth his
anathema, and no one connected with the church, or with the school, dared t
give shelter to the icated offender, whose entreaties for new tri.
were received with scorn. Thrown again on his wits, he tried his talent pub-
:ﬁa{ﬁ Diblin, by the publication of several tracts, under the title of,. “The
Clérical Review,”’ in which be introduced a Middletonian style of assailig the

.
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church. Such a Deism as that of Conyers Middleton was the extreme of his
acquirement up to the year 1824. In that year, his leanings were rather to
the Christian religion than to Deism ; and that it is to his persecution by the
Church, that we owe the noble and measurelessly important character to
which he has now arrived. His Dublin publications brought him the ac-
quaintance of Archibald Hamilton Rowan, of a Mr. Jessop, of Mr Shaw,
the printer and bookeeller, and of many reapecta.hle persons of Dublin, one of
whom was Lord Dillon. Under their auﬂplces, he projected a public associa-
tion, for the incnlcation of morals only in preaching, under the title of * Tue
SocirTY OF Urunusn. ‘BeNEvorLeNce.” This was prospectively, though
not avowedly, a deistical iation. Obtaining the use of a small theatre for
his lectures, the Bigotry of the Dublin Pr ts was d, the stud of
Trinity College flocked to the Sunday morning’s lecture, commenced an out-
rageous violence, by cries of blasphemy, almost destroyed the theatre, and put
his life in danger. His friends subscribed bim the means of a journey to Lon-
don, under this frightful aspect of affairs in Dublin, with a hope and calculation
that his pro’ected association for universal benevolence would better suit this
metropolis.  He reached London in the summer of 1824, and having made a
few friends, one of whom was in himself a host of public virtue, on the 24th
of November, he held the first meeting of his CHRrisTIAN EvipENCE Soclx'rv,
under the principles of the Association of Universal Benevolence, free y
and fair discussion. Having thus brought up his memoir to an aequuntancc
with his efforts in this nietropolis, we reserve the remainder for the other volume
of ¢“ The Devil’s Pulpit.




The Debil’s Pulpit,

“AND A BONNIE PULPIT IT 13."’~Allan Cunningham.

No. 1.] MARCH 4, 1831. [Price 2d.

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM.:
A Sermon,

PREACHED BY HIS HIGHNESS’S CHAPLAIN, THE
REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, B. A.

AT THE ROTUNDA, sucxrnuxs-nmn,. Nov, 7, 1830,

« Where is he that is born King of the Jews P for we Aave
seen his Star in the East, and are come to worship him.—
MarTHEW ii. 2.

Who are the mqmrers? The wise men of the East, Very
well! Show them in here, and we will show these wise men
of the East this mighty king of the Jews—the new-born
omnipotence—the little baby God.

Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled :
Joyful all ye uations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies,
With the angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem,

And these wise men were come from the East to worship
him, I only beg leave to think I see them at it. I onmly
ask to be permitted to imagine that such a scene really
occurred, and to imagine what your impression, as well as

VOL L. A
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mine, would have been, had we been spectators of it. If
such a scene really occurred on earth, like every other real
occurrence it must admit of being imagined, to have occurred.
And even they who require us to surrender our reason,
should at least leave us the exercise of our imagination, so
that we may have some part of our minds left, and not be

out of our minds—out-and-out. For ’tis rather riding us

hard, of our Christian divines, to require us to believe that
as true, which they themseves do not only not know to be
true, but dare not trust themselves, or any body else, so much
as to imagine to be true. The mind’s excursive faculty is
found to be as great a rebel against faith as its reason. To
be a Christian, indeed, you must lay aside the use of your
minds altogether. For the facts of the gospel are of such a
mysterious nature, that they will not merely not bear to be
reasoned on, but they will not bear to be thought on. You
may believe that it is true—you may make believe that it is
true—you may say that it is true—you may swear that it is
true: but the moment you begin to think that it is true, you
will find yourself within half an inch ef thinking that it is
false. So that there is really no other way of believing the
gospel, than that in which the Archbishop of Dublin believes
the Thirty-nine Articles—that is, taking them in the lump
—and so believing without thinking. The sanctity, the se-
riousness, the charm is gone, the moment you begin to let
in daylight on the gospel theatre, by imagining that its per-
sonages had a real existence, and its incidents an historical
occurrence. Who are these wise men, come from the East,
to say their prayers to a little squalling God-a-mighty, suck-
ing his thumb, as fast as he could suck?

““ And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary, his mamma.”” But it does not say
what Mary, his mamma, was doing to the young child. But
‘it says, that the wise men fell down; but then, again, it

does not say what it was that knocked them down: only it
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immediately informs us, that they brought out some frank-
incense, which could be of no other use than to sweeten the
apartment—the stable, I should say. For we are never to
forget, that our blessed Saviour was born in a stable—as the
Angels told the Shepherds,

The heavenly babe you there shall find

To human view displayed,

All meanly wrapt in dirty rags,

And in a manger laid.

Indeed, one would be utterly at a loss to guess in what the
wisdom of the wise men consisted, unless it had been that
they had anticipated that the heavenly babe might have
such a heavenly smell about him, as would have rendered a
little frankincense, or aromatic vinegar, very refreshing.
And they worshipped him—the wise men worshipped him.
What sort of worship wise men would be likely ‘to pay to a
new-born child, might be easier guessed at than told—only it
was not very wise of them to open their treasures, and pre-
sent unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, when a
ha’p’orth of lollipop, and some bulls’eyes and sugar-plums,
would have suitéd his Royal Highness so much better, and
have been quite sufficient to have ensured their own everlast-
ing salvation: but, somehow or other, the wise men have
always contrived it that salvation should never be cheap ; and
however little of the prophet may go to God, (God help him !)
his vicegerents and ministers take pretty good care that .if
you want to go worshipping, you must open your treasures.

“ And being warned of God, in a dream, that they should
not return unto Herod, they departed into their own couniry
another way.”” However these wise men found their way to
Bethlehem, it is admitted that they dreamed their way back
again. But sure they could never have dreamed that the
King of the Jews, who ought to have been born in a palace,
could be so superfluous in his humility, as to suffer himself
to be born in a stable; and thus, while he was taking upon
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himself the nature of man, rendering it very doubtfal whether
he was not, at the same time, going to take on himself the na~
ture of a horse? For those good, Christians, who believe that
our blessed Saviour was both God and man, can have no
right to quarrel with me for carrying my faith a little bit fur-
ther than theirs, and believing, as I most sincerely do, that
he was both man and horse, To which most true faith I am
led, not merely by the most natural suspicion attaching to the
circumstances of his having been born in a stable—as where
else should a horse be born? But not to make any sort of
play on words, or to strain any phrase whatever from its ob~
vious sense, which I would not for the world ~not to build on
the certainty of the fact that he had no human father, that
the Angel spoke of him to the Mare, or Mary, his mother, not
as the holy babe or holy child, but as the holy thing that
should be born of her: Iappeal to the whole angelic chorua.
—to the multitude of the heavenly host, who appeared to the
shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night, in ratifi-
cation of that express definition, than which no words can be
more express :—* Unto you is born this day, in the cily of
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord ; and this shall be.
asign.” Now the key of the whole mystery lies in that sin-
gle phrase (Kas 7ouro upsy 70 Znuuoy), and “this to you shall
be the sign:” that is, this Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,
ghall be a sign. The false punctuation of our English Testa-
ments, contrived as much as possible to lead the people into
error, and keep them in it, would make it seem that the sign
had meant no more than a signal or token that the Angel’s
testimony was correct; and that that token was, that they
should find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying
in a manger, than which a dog on the manger might have
known better. For not so ordinary and indifferent a circum-
stance as a frail young woman running away from her
home (as she might have reason enough to do), and being
brought to bed in the best lodging that could he hired
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for nothing, was the sign (which would have been the
sign of nothing else than that the young woman had not
been 80 prudent as she ought to have been); but Christ
himself, the Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, was the sign,
and that sign was to be seen in the city of David. Now,
there are but twelve signs in the city of David; and if among
them you will look for the sign of the month of November,
- the season upon which we are now entering, you will find
that sign actually is Sagittarius, with his bow and arrow:
uniting the two natures in his own person—that is, mot tire
two natures of God and man, but the two natures of man and
horse, being down to the loins a human form, but all the rest
a horse. So that the creed of St. Athanesius ought to have
run, that as the reasonable soul and flesh is oneé man, so man
and Aorse is one Christ. Perfect man and perfect horse, of a
reasonable soxl and human flesh, subsisting, who, for us men
and for our salvation, came down from heaven (and it is pre-
cisely when the Sun is coming down from heaven that he ap-
pears in the sign of the man and the horse), and was born in
a stable, which gives us the true and astronomical explication,
where [ defy the wit of man to give any other explication,
of that prophecy of Simeon in the second of Luke. Behold
this (CaiLp)! CAild, says our fraudulent English translation
—but a Devil a word about a Child is there in the original,
or any thing half so childish. But it is dov ouros xeirau.
Behold #Ais, that is, this fhing-a-me-bobd, this half-man and
half-horse, this Sagittarius, is set for the fall and rising again
of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken
against, g onunor evrideyounor—that is, he shall be one of
the adverse signs—one of the signs of the winter months;
the sign of the month November, when many in Israel—that is,
the many stars that make up this constellation, sink below the
horizon, and do not rise again, nor appear in the holy city,
till after his resurrection, that is, after the Sun, having passed
. through the humiliation of his wintry state, in November,
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December, January, and February, appears as the Lamb of
God crossing the line of the Equator in March, where, having
overcome the sharpness of death, he opens the kxngdom of
heaven to all believers ; thus giving us the meaning again,
where no other meaning can be imagined, of those words of
St. Matthew, that “ the earth did quake, and the rocks rent,
and the graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, and came out of their graves after his resurrection,
and went into the Holy City, and appeared unto many.”” The
oi ayios, the Saints, in the proper significancy of that word,
never having meant any person that ever existed upon earth,
but referring only to the %] NIINDTT, the Stars of
Heaven, or DWSWNT P2 NINDIT, the holy ones of
God DTN 2D, as the Holy City, and the City of David,
and the City of our God, and the Jerusalem, in which all
these fallings and risings again, these crucifixions, resurrec-
. tions, and ascensions (than which no language of astronomy
could possibly be more astronomical), do all of them annually
occur, was no Jerusalem, no city, no place on earth, but
Jerusalem which is above. .As the Apostle expressly ad-
monishes us in these words to the Colossians, ¢ Set your
affections on things above, not on things on earth ;” that is,
set your understanding and apprehension on the great princi-
_ples of astronomical science, and do not be so stupid as to
suppose that Jesus Christ and his Apostles were persons
that ever existed upon earth. And as again, to the Philip-
pians, chap. iii. v. 20, Huwy yetp 70 voMsvevua o ovparois—
JSor our conversation is in the Heavens : that is, most explicity,
this whole affair of which we speak and preach, and which
is called gospel, has no reference at all to any persons that
ever existed, or events that ever occurred upon earth; but it
is astronomical—it is all to be seen, and is all exhibited in
the visible heavens: as the great Albertus has expressly
said, ‘“ All the mysteries of the incarnation of our Saviour
Christ, and all the circumstances of his marvellous life,



THE DEVIL’S PULPIT. 7

from his conception to his ascension, are to be traced out
in the constellation, and are figured in the stars.” And
there, in that heavenly Jerusalem, and only there, are the
OMO=M2, Bethlehem, the house of bread ; that is, the tent
ot the Virgin of August, in which Christ is conceived ; and
all the Beth-saidas, Bethanies, Bethshemeshes, and Bethels,
in which every one of the imagined events of your gospel,
not excepting one, have their astronomical significancy, and
which, escaping the discernment of vulgar and incurious
ignorance, have been stupidly mistaken for historical facts,
Just as a fool, who has but seen the diagrams and delinea-
tions in the elements of Euclid, will make himself dead sure
that all the mathematics in the world could have consisted
in nothing more than in making hobscotches, and catgal-
lowses, and scratchcradles, to play at tit-tat-toe with. While
our Christian clergy of the present day, either the most ig-
norant or the most deceitful of the whoie human race, have
played into this fool’s game, have pandered to the passions
of barbarous ignorance, and found that the swinish multi-
tude would be quite as well satisfied with the shells and
husks of science as with the kernel ; and, so the tale was but
bloody enough and monstrous enough, impossible to have
happened, and inconceivable to be conceived, they would
never endanger the power of the clergy by seeking to be
wise above what was written. Thus the clergy have laid
the bars of a fraudulent pretended Aéstorical evidence across
the path of knowledge; and I wish those had been the only
bars that they had laid. But here, Sirs, minds will be of
use to you; here, I ask you not, as new born babdes, to desire
the sincere milk of the word, but I call on you, as full-grown
men, to hold me to the debt of supplying you with the solid
intellectual feast of the meaning, in which I ask no sensible
man’s aseent from his favour, but will challenge it from his
conviction, ,

-And not a man who hath the intellectual. cravings of a
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man, but shall rise from this feast, to tread the fetters of su-
perstition and ignorance under his feet, and only to wonder
how he could have been in them so long; and to say with
me—

How charming is divine philosophy,

Not harsh and crabbed as dull fools suppose,
But musical as is Apollo’s lute,

And a perpetual feast of nectared sweets,
‘Where no crude surfeit reigns.

1 have explained to you how the Sun, who is the Jesus
.Christ, and the only Jesus Christ that ever existed, as ke
Ppasses respectively into each one of the twelve signs of the
Zodiac, assumes the character of that particular sign, and is
assimilated and entirely identified with it. So that while he
is still one and the self-same Supreme and only God, we
find him .continually spoken of under the most opposite and-
contradictory characteristics and attributes. He is even
sometimes spoken of as his own enemy, and is as often the
destroyer as the saviour of the world : sometimes loving the
world, then hating the world, then reconciling the world
unto himself: thus borrowing continually his,moral cha-
racter in the gospel fable, from his physical affinities in the
Zodiac. He is the Lamb of God in March : he is the Lion
of the tribe of Judah in July : while he is fhe sign that shall
be spoken against, that is, the sign of Sagittarius, the half-
man and half-horse, in the gloomy month of November,—
the sign which is indeed spoken against, * the gloomy month
of November, when the people of England hang and drown
themselves,”” And thus, through the whole twelve signs of
the Zodiac, which I have caused to be sketched on the dome
of the minor theatre, for the purpose of assisting these illus-
strations ; as, should I live to see the day, when my fortune
shall enable me the exhibit the complete theological eidour-
:anion which I meditate, not an iota, not one single genuine
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passage of your Old or New Testament will I leave unex-
emplified, undemonstrated, or untraced to its origination in
that occult astronomy, which, under the veil of what was
called Sacred History, has for ages subjugated insulted reason
to the power of priestcraft : and lapsing, as unhappily it did,
out of the management of those who knew its meaning, inta
the ruffian hands of the Goths and Vandals, who knew no-
thing about it, has muddled the little share of intellect which
nature has given them, and maddened them into Christians.
It is no longer that doubt is possible, or that conviction can
be withheld, when the mind, possessing but the healthy
faculties of the mind, shall see what here we are competent
to show, that all the anomalies, contradictions, and absurdi-
ties of the gospel, by which a thousand generations of
wrangling idiots have been led by the nose by sanctified
knaves, into a thousand different sects, are but the fallen
ruins of an once glorious temple, i which owur art can yet
trace out the positions and relations of every part,—can mor-
tice the beam into the joists, can dovetail every angle, and
replace every frieze and cornice upon the entablature of its
proper shaft, till the whole shall present to you the perfect
symmetry of the first citadel of science. For indeed—and
in a sense which Christian stupidity never stumbled on, say
we: O 12 ONWN] BVON YNNI TN “In Jewry
is God known, his name is great in Iarael. At Salem is his
tabernacle, and his dwelling in Siow. There brake he the
arrows of the bow, the shisld, the sword, and the baitle.”” In
the Old Jewry, in Cheapside, suppose ye? Yes: quite as
probably there, as in any Jewry upon earth. But look to the
Jewry of the Zodiac, where the houses of the Sun, which
constitute that heavenly city, are,—and there you will see
the arrows of the bow in the hands of Sagittarius—the sorse
and his rider, which the Sun is said to break and conquer,
by suffering and passing through that sign which is so much
spoken against, that through death he might overcome him
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which had the power of death; that is, the devil—the dia-
bolus—the adverse sign, Sagittarius; of which victory Mi-
riam sang—when the Sun, rising victorious in the summer
months, throws this constellation below the horizon, so that
he seems to be drowned. “ Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gleriously ; the horse and his rider hath he thrown
nto the sea.” While the Psalmist, speaking of the same Lord
(that is the Sun), when about to enter this.sign of the half-
man and half-horse, and therefore reconciling it unto himself,
tells us (in the 147 Psalm) that ¢ The Lord delighteth not in
any man’s legs, neither hath he pleasure in the strength of the
horse ;”’ which is as innocent of meaning as the gospel itself,
if you will be so innocent as to swallow it as gospel,—but
clear, harmonious, beautiful, and sublime, in its astronomical
reference to the Sun in Sagittarius, who, you will observe, is
a man only from his head to his hips, so that he has no
man’s legs to delight in, while all the rest of him is a horse,
in whose strength he has no pleasure ; the sports of hunting
making but little amends to the Sun for his humiliation in the
short and gloomy days of November. So that our blessed
Saviour, in becoming what the blessed Simeon calls him,
““the sign that was spoken against’’—that is, the ninth of the
twelve signs, had very strong signs of being a Aorse; which
gave reason enough for the wise men, supposing them only
to be wise enough to understand his astronomical charac-
teristics, when they were inquiring where Christ should be
born, to make a pretty good guess that he would be born in a
stable. And why should the Christian, who has no hesita-
tion in calling his blessed Saviour a lamb, think it profane in
us to call him a horse. Or, if he only became a lamb, that
he might bear the sins of the whole world, it only shows that
the sins of the whole world could not have been very heavy.
But so intolerant, so tyrannical, overbearing, and oppressive,
has the Christian temper in all ages been, that while they
represent their Saviour in any way they please themselves,
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they raise the cry of profaneness, levity, and ridicule, against
the slightest variation of the follies which their own imagina-
tions have consecrated. You may look unto Jesus as &
bleeding lamb, but you must not look on him as a stuck-pig:
you may address the Holy Ghost as a dove, but you must
not call him a fom-tit. So the blessed St. Augustin, being
an orthodox Christian father, the ornament of the age in
which he lived, and the highest authority to us of what the
most pure and primitive Christianity was, has left us a form
of soliloquy, addressed to our blessed Saviour, in which he
shows that our blessed Saviour was a blackbeetle, or cock-
chafer, or May-bug, that is, one of those little insects which
Christian children are very properly instructed to stick upon
a string and thread to set ’em buzzing, that the amiable
innocents might learn betimes to think of Jesus Christ, and
him crucified. So the learned Father Athanasius Kirche-
rius assures us, that “by the May-bug was signified the
only begotten Son of Ciod, by whom all things were made,
and without whom was not any thing made that was made.””
The words of St. Augustin are: ‘“Bonus ille, scarabeus
meus, non ef tantum de causa, quod unigenitus, quod ipse-
met sui auctor, mortalium speciem induerit, sed quod in
bhac feece nostra, sese volutaverit, et ex ipsa, nasci homo
voluerit.—He (that is, Jesus Christ) was my good cuckchafer;
-not merely because, like a cockchafer, he was the only be-
gotten, because he created himself, and put on a species of
mortals, but because he rolled himself in human excre——"’
(Casalius de Veter. Xgyp. Ritibus, p. 35.) It is too exe-
crable for me to translate; but God-a’-mighty knows that,
however pure: in heart these saints might have been, they
were men of the nastiest ideas that ever made civilized life
ashamed of them. The learned Casalius, in quoting so
solemn declaration of so great a saint, ‘ that Jesus Christ
was a cockchafer, or -May-bug,” proves that the saint must
have been right, from those words of God himself, in the 22d
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Psalm, when b expressly says of himself ¢ As for me, I am
4 worm, and not a man,”—Eyw 3t ups Exwrnf xas ovx avlporos
YN R NYNN DINY where the Hebrew word, which
has been translated a worm, as the great Casalius thinks,
should have been translated a cockchafer. But I am satis-
fied with the correctness of the received rendering; and de
(God be praised for so much grace !) rest in most assured con-
viction, that our blessed Saviour, in that high and sublime
sense of the science of divinity, of which our divines of the
present day are so egregiously ignorant, really was a worm
and not a man—as I can prove, beyond all possibility of
doubt, that no such man ever existed. But sprinkle cool
patience on your warm feelings, and I will make this mattetr
possess itself of your conviction, with “ confirmation strong
as proof of holy writ.” That our blessed Saviour, the only
true God, really was a worm, you have not alone his own
word, in that most positive declaration of himself, thaa
which no words could be more positive—A4s for me, I am
a worm, and mot a man—but you have the whole analogy
of faith, and all the harmonious ooincidences of this sacred
science, to illustrate and evince. For, observe ye, our blessed
Saviour achieved his mightiest conquest in the grave—and
’tis in the grave that the worm conquers every body. No-
body was ever conqueror in that field but the worm. To
the challenge, ““ O grave where is thy victory? the only
answer is, the victory is the worm’s. To the worm alone
can it be truly said, * thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory.” The debt of gratitude, however ungrateful,
must at last be paid, and as they say our blessed Saviour
.died for us, we must die for him, And as he gave us his
flesh to eat, we must return the compliment, and give him
ours. We must go to the Lord’s Supper, as it is very accu-
rately called, the last supper, where we shall not be shown
up as the company, but served up as the dishes : where we
shall be ““ at supper, like Polonius in the tragedy,”” at supper,
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where? ““not where we shall eat, but where we shall be
eaten.” That he was 8 worm and no man, is still further
illustrated, by that text which saith, * Verily, thou art a God
that Rideth thyself,” and that which saith, * Who only hath
immortality,” as he thrice declares himself to be “ the worm
that never dieth.,”” Whatever part of us may go into the fire
that never shall be quenched, nothing is more certain than
that when we go to Jesus, all the fat and lean will go to the
worm that never dieth.

Now hold, and I unlock this mystery : the mystery exists
only in the misty view of Christian ignorance, for this our
noble science,

That, like the rock that lifts its awful form,

Swells from the vale, and midway meets the storm ;
Though round its sides the rolling clouds are spread,
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.

The intolerance of Christian ignorance might be ready to
exclaim, that at this rate we could make any thing of Jesus
Christ. 1 certainly proved him to be a horse, and now I
have proved him to be a worm: yes, and if yowll honour
me with your attention hereafter, I will prove him to be @
fish; and that you may not think that I treat the matter
lightly, I will prove him to be @ pair of scales, and you shall
weigh him for yourselves. Remembering only, I pray, that
a false balance is an abomination to the Lord—but the true
scales are his delight. In a word, we shall trace the real
and only Jesus Christ, through every one of the twelve
signs, of the Zodiac, to have been nothing more than the per-
sonified genius of each of those signs, (that is, of the Sun,
as considered in each of them,) the same with varying
physical phenomena throughout his annual course.. As but
look, I pray, on any projection of the signs of the Zodiac
you please—immediately before the horse or centaur of
November, you shall see the scorpion, blackbeetle, or “worm
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that never dieth,” the genius of October, the first of the
winter months, standing there in the gates of hell, that is,
the point at which the Sun dips below the equator. And
there stands the worm, &c., to testify to the whole world
that that fire, whose cheering light and heat is now about
to be abated, and apparently withdrawn, shall yet never be
quenched.
" Upon these ingenious figments, so egregiously misunder-
stood, and put so madly from their scope and purport, have
our clergy contrived to play upon the ignorance of the
people. But no single discourse, nor I fear the discourses
of a whole winter, will be sufficient to possess you of all
the treasures of this delightful science, in which, as you
advance, you will see all that is so apparently wild—so
monstrously confused, and such a jumble of contradictions
and absurdities, as to outrage all faculty of method and
sobriety in man ; like matter in chaos, falling in at the com-
mand of a superior genius into a most superb and beautiful
orrery, exhibiting all the great phenomena of nature, and
solving every problem of this mystic science. We prove
to you that Christianity is a fable, with all the precision
of a mathematical demonstration: showing you not only
how, and in what, the fable originated, but what was its
meaning and moral: as we work out a quadratic equation,
by presenting to you the unknown quantity, in defiance of
your mind’s power of saying may to it, solving all the
difficulties, explicating all the mysteries, reconciling all the
seeming contradictions, and answering all the requisition
of the great problem. The key that corresponds to the wards
of the lock, however complex and intricate those wards
may be !—the key that fits into the lock—the key that ac~
tually throws the bolt and opens the door—is the key of
the door. That key, with respect to the Christian Religion,
" is its allegorical astronomical sense. With that key, I will
return, on some future occasion, to the question, * Where is
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he that is born King of the Jews £’ I will unlock the Au-
gean stable, and bring down such a stream of science, and
true learning, upon the congregated filth of barbarous ig-
norance, as shall wash away the manger and the King of
the Jews, and the Jews, and the wise men, and all ; and
purify the atmosphere of reason from the pest of Christian-
ity. 1 shall show you, that though it may be possible
enough that the dunce and the fanatic, the half-idiot, or
three-parts knave, may still continue to take personifica-
tions for persons, allegories for histories, and the mere ma-.
chinery of science for its ultimate scope and end ; it is not
possible for a man of learning, whose learning has ever
taken its fair range in these investigations, not to know
that the Christian religion, as taught in this Christian
country, is—what I may not call it, craftily practised by
great and mighty knaves upon the simplicity of ignorance
and the impotence of childhood. But here, Sirs, with no
other presumption, than such as that of those who, in any
age of the world, have offered truth and science to the
world, in the place of the jargon of sanctified idiotcy, and
consecrated falsehood—as PyraAGorAs presented his de-
monstration of the equality of the square of the hypothe-
nuse to the squares of the sides of the right-angled triangle
—as CoLumBus presented his evidences of the existence
of the Trans-Atlantic Continent, and GaLiLEo asserted
his science of the earth’s motion in the teeth of monk- ®
ish ignorance and priestly cunning—incapable of anger as
of fears, inviting criticism, and challenging the opposi-
tion of learning, if there be any learning in the world that
can oppoge us ; we offer you our greaf solution of the evan-
gelical riddle : it can only confuse you while you are igno-
rant; it can only offend you while you are dreaming:
awake, and you will find that we were awake before you ;
and you will come again and agai1 to this true school of
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intellect and reason, to demand and to receive, I trust, not the
eternal repetitions of a silly story, but to imbibe the mind-
invigorating draughts of genuine learning and still increasing
knowledge.

‘¢ Here nature opens all her secret springs,

And heaven-born science plumes her eagle wings ;
Too long hath bigot rage with malice swell’d,
Crushed her strong pinions, and her flight withheld—
Too long to check her ardent progress strove ;

So writhes the serpent round the bird of Jove,
Hangs on her flight, restrains her towering wing,
Twists its dark folds, and points its venomed sting;
But breaking thus, the spell of things divine,

Her rising pride shall mock the vain design ;

8hall rise to liberty, to life, and light,

‘While priests and priestcraft sink to endless night.”

END OF THE FIRST DISCOURSE, ON THE STAR
OF BETHLEHEM.
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I rETURN to this most important subject in which man is
interested, to this most delightful science in which man can
be instructed. I return to the positions of this great science,
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of the large auditory which honoured me and themselves with a
most grateful attention, S
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The Star of Bethlehem has brought us up to the stable-
door; and no person of rational understanding, who has
travelled with us thus far, can any longer doubt that we are
in possession. of, what you shall seek for in vain in any church
or chapel, or from any other minister of the gospel, in this
metropolis,—~we are in possession of the key of the stable-
door! Ye have seen it pass into the lock—ye have seen it
ride over all the intricacies and involutions of the wards—-ye
have heard it, without any strain or effort, throw the bolt,
and now the door is open; and ¢ Behold I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. %‘or unto
you s born this day, in the city of Duavid, u Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord, and this shall be a sign.””  That is, as I have
shown, this Christ the Lord shall be one of the signs of the
Zodiac. Walk in, ye lovers of true science, ye friends of
genuine and real learning, who would assist her in the
arduous struggle in which she is engaged, and aid her
rapidly approaching triumph o’er her barbarous foes, the
priests and priest-ridden dunces, who, with all their pretended

“zeal and attachment to the gospel, when brought to the test
of rational criticism, stand convicted of knowing no more about
the gospel than the gospel knows about them. They have
but ged on the husks and shells of knowledge. Here we have

the kernel.

But why, say they, make we such a parade of our learning ?
why this apparatus of philology, criticism, and science, set
before minds so little able to appreciate, so incompetent to
judge, as we must suppose the minds of the many to be? and
why, if I really wish to communicate knowledge and truth to
the people, why not follow the example of the preachers of
the gospel, and speak in such language as is familiar to them,
and so give them reading-made easy, and lectures adapted to
the meanest capacity? My answer is, would men but be
faithful to their own -capacities, there would be no mean
capacities to be met with, It is only they who are afraid of
hearing what they never heard before, whose capacities are
mean indeed. I have found it quite as easy, as I am sure it
is most just and generous, to raise the understandings of my
hearers to the level of my own; and if I find them ignorant,
at least not to leave them so. We are all of us ignorant
before we are learned ; and those who are for ever for coming
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down to our level while we are down, show but too plainliy,
that it is the aim of their charity to keep us down. In
offering instruction to my fellow-men, I would treat them as
my fellows ; and must, therefore, plainly tell them that, it is
not for me to descend, but it is for them to rise: the level
tween us is to be found, not by my humility, but by their
ambition. I will not make myself a dunce, but I will make
them scholars. Be it asked, *“ And if I rob them of their
Jaith, (which God forgive me for being devilishly like to do,)
what will I give them in its stead?’ I answer, I will give
them learning in its stead—I will set before them the treasures
of science and knowledge, to no worse ‘effect than to create in
them an appetite for extended information, whose cravings
shall never more be satisfied with the baby’s lesson, nor eon-
tent with eternal repetitions of what they knew before; but
shall demand continual supplies of what they did not know
before; such supplies as shall increase the stores of their in-
tellectual wealth, improve their minds, enlarge their hearts,
and free them from the yoke of priestcraft. And now, sirs,
ye shall see the use of so much learning, in the learned lan-
guages, as shall not cost you the expense of a classical educa-~
tion, nor the labour of your whole life to attain; but, as b
your few hours diligent attention to these lectures, even wi
our pleasure and entertainment, you shall find yourselves to
ave acquired ; till there shall not be an individulal of compe-,
tent faculties, that had been fairly applied to these studies, gut
who shall be a better scholar than any clergyman or preacher
of the gospel, if he be dunce enough to believe the gospel him-
self, can possibly be. See now, sirs, how we advance! As
would not a man who had but the reason and proper spirit of a
man put to himself the question,—If these so called sacred
writings of the Old and New Testament were written, as
indeed they import to be, and most certainly were, “in ages
long ago betid,” in conformity to the notions of men who
have long ago ceased to exist, and in languages which have
long ceased to be spoken; who but the sheerest idiot and
booby would dream of the possibility of a translation of them
into & modern language ; or that a sense of them, according to
the sense, or nonsense of modern notions, could possibly
‘come even within a guess of their original significancy? But
‘with the simple data of our admissions, as the axioms and



L]
20 THE DEVIL'S PULPIT.

postulates of this science: 1. That men, ten thousand years
ago, were of the same nature as they are at present; their
heads grew upon their shoulders, I sup&)ise; and they had
ears, eyes, nose, and mouth in them,—that is, they had the
same sources and means of acquiring ideas. 2. They had
but the same, and no other means and ways of communicatin,

the ideas they had acquired. 3. The same things made the sam

impressions. 4. And the same impressions produced the
same reflections. We arrive at conclusions, than which, the
corollaries of a mathematical problem are not more con-
sequential and demonstrative. Of these corollaries, one of
the first is, that, as all ideas of mankind must necessarily have
been received into the mind in the same way, so there must
be a wonderful sameness and similarity in the modes, figures,
signs, and forms of expressing those ideas, and as wonderful
a sameness of association of idea,—the one calling up the
other by a similar action of a similarly constituted brain, in
all ages, and among all nations of mankind. Hence arises
the large and very extensive class of words, called RaDICALS :
that is, words which are the roots and bases of innumerable
varieties of language, but which, when analysed, are found to
be essentially the same, and of the same signification, in all
the languages of the earth. And these you have the ad-
vantage of learning, as you learn the general chords and
principles of music, by your own ear; by hearing me repeat
to you, asis my custom, all the different languages through
which the text on which I treat has been derived. These
radicals are always monosyllables; they never require more
than three letters, and may often be expressed by two, or only
one. Hence the earliest and most ancient languages of men
are all monosyllabic, and all the combinations formed with
them are merely grammatical, and artificial variations of the
sound, but not of the sense; and have been introduced in
much later times, sometimes poetically, and tastefully, but
oftener to hide and conceal the original source from whence
they were derived. Of which last sort of words, you cannot
have a more striking specimen than that of the first noun in
our text, the name Jesus: of which, the last syllable, us, is
no part of the word itself, but the mere Latin termination,
added to the only real and complete word, Jes. Thus Jesus
Christus is good Latin, but Jesus Christ is neither good Latin,
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vor good English, nor good sense. For in taking away the
tin termination from Christus, to render it into the English,
Christ, we should take away the Latin termination from Jesus,
and render it into Jes. The Greek word for Jesus, being
Inoug, which is precisely the same adoption of the Latin ter-
mination into Greek, as our Jesus is an adoption of it into
English, is one among the ten thousand proofs that betray the
Monkish Latin origin of our New Testament; that is, that
the Latin, and not the Greek, was the first language in which
the contents of the sacred Diegesis of Egypt was brought to
the knowledge of the priests of Europe. The translation was
made from the Latin into the Greek, and a Greek original
pretended, not till after it was found expedient, to oppose a
check to the advance of curiosity, and to throw a thicker
veil over the mysteries of the gospel-craft. Had the Greek
been the original, the Greek for Jesus must have had the Greek
termidation o5, and been Ingos; but the Greek Ingus is bad
Greek, and nothing more than the Latin Jesus, exhibited in
Greek characters. The written documents, the DiIEGEsTs,
from which first the Latin, and subsequently the so falsely
called original Greek, was derived, have necessarily perished :
but Christian ignorance, in mistaking its fable for a history,
and committing itself to criticism, by fixing an era and a
scene when and where its imagined events occurred, has sup-
plied the means of demonstrating the utter falsehood of 1ts
pretences: inasmuch as we are able to adduce positive
evidence of the existence and prevalence of precisely the same
story in India, Persia, Egypt, and Greece, for more than
fifteen hundred years before the date assigned to the pre-
tended occurrence of it in Palestine. But taking the words
of the Greek text, the highest written authority to which we
can familiarly appeal, in their most simple and primitive
significancy, and suffering no suborned or forestalled sense to
pervert us from the sense which those words would naturally
convey, we shall find it far, infinitely far, from any such his-
torical, or even pretended historical sense, as our fraudulent
English translation, and still more fraudulent. preachers of the
gospel, would palm on our insulted resson. * Now when
esus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod
the King.” Now, if this were an accurate rendering of the
Greek (which it is not), and if the common-sense meaning of
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our English words were allowed to be its meaning, who could,
for one moment, pretend that this was the style of writing of
any one who could have been contemporary of the events he
was about to relate, who had ever lived with, seen, or con-
versed with the person of whom he speaks? How fatal,
therefore, is it to any pretence that anything more than a
romance was intended. But look at the literality of the
text: Tu 3¢ Incs yevn Bevrog v BnBAee wng Isdasag ; ¢ the Jes, or
Yes, being in the house of corn, of the 1sda, in the duys of
Herod the King.” Thus have we the literal translation of the
mongrel Greek, Hebrew, and Pheenician roots of this egregi-
ously-misconstructed sentence, of which the sense is, the Sun—
(that is, Yes,) being in the Zodiacal sign of the Virgin, who is,
distinguished by the spike of corn in her hand, and is the
genius of the month of August, which is the harvest month,
which is further distinguished by the definition Bnf Aeap, the
house of corn or bread of the Iz Aaia, that is most literally of
the Zodiac, and still further, by the addition, in the days of
Herod the King, & nuspass Hpwds 78 BacsAews, that is, not in
the days, as signifying the reign of any king on earth, called
Herod, but in, or according to, the Ephemeris, or Almanac of
Hercules, the Sun. The name HEerop, being cempounded
of npws depaes, that is, the Hero of the Skin, the well-known
epithet of Hercules, derived from his always being described,
sculptured, painted, and distinguished, as wearing the skin of
the Cleonean Liod. For whatever real personages in real
history, might have assumed the mythologico-astronomical
name of Herod, it is certain that no King Herod, or Herod
the Tetrarch, as a person that ever existed upon earth, was in-
te1ded by the Bacirevs Hpwdng, of King Herod of the Gospel,
but, as the literality of the name betrays, the Herod of the
Skin, King Hercules, that is, the Sun: who, in his annual
progress through the signs of the Zodiac, before he can reach
the Lion of July, and so invest himself with the skin of the
Lion, as to become the Hero of the Skin, that is, the Herod
indeed, is obliged to kill all the children that were in Judea,
that is, in Bethlehem and the cousts therof ; which is a most ac~
curate definition of the Zodiac, Ev Bnf Asep, xas o wags 7ois
opiois cvrng. In Bethlehem, and inall the divisions of it, in which
you will see that there are two children, amo Jierss, of two
Yyears old, Gemini the twins of May, which this solar Herod is
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said to kill, in our English rendering ; but in the literal Greek
arsipesy, to take or put away, or pass through, as the sun
through the sign of the twins, eyuie 7us waidas;® and that
there were but two of them, is discovered by the reference
made to thé astronomical scheme of the prophet, that is to
say, of the old astronomer, Jeremy : ¢ In Rama was there a
voice heard, lamentation and we?ing, and t mourning ;
Rachael weeping for her children.” Why in ma? What is
Rama? Why Roma is the Hindoostanee, Coptic, Syriac,
Pheenician word, and literal name for the Zodiac ; the kigh, the
elevated, the eralted. And this whole tale of the Birth of Christ
in the days of Herod the King, is found in the Bhagavat
Pourana of India, in the Mythriacs of Persia, and in the
fabulous writings ascribed to Zoroaster, the supposed contem~
Rgrary of Moses. As,turn to the old astronomy ascribed to
oses, you will find that Rachael had but two sons, which
were Joseph and Benjamin, and there they are to this day in
Rama, the two boys of the Zodiac ; as Joseph and Benjamin
together are accounted as making up but one of the twelve
signs: and this King Herod is no other than such a sort of
personage as our English John Bull—he never grows old—he
never goes dead—but he is the bloody King Herod, the naughty
man that comes to take away the naughty children. As we find
the grave historian Eusebius assuring us that the martyrdom
of Polycarp,.in the reign of Marcus Aurelius, at Smyrna, 200
years after the pretended date of this affair, took place by
order of this self-same bloody King Herod, notwithstanding
the worms eating him up; as they do every year, when he
enters into the sign of the Scorpion of October, and gives not
God the glory. But not alone the name of King Herod, but
the name of the children whom it is so ridiculously supposed
that King Herod slew, in its original significancy, and
historical derivation, demonstrates the astronomical relations
of the whole mystery, aveirs wavras 7 8¢ Iasdas—Herod the
King (that is, Hercules, the Hero of the Skin,) put away all the
boys. Now the Greek word ITasdss betrays-to us the Coptic
article TI, in composition with the Phahician Ades, the whole

* He took away the boys, i. e. the boys of the Sun. Pi-Aces,
whence the Greeks formed their word, raudes, boys ; was a com-
mon title of the Sun, and meant particularly, the Sun in Gemini.
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Pi-Ades being the common title of the Sun, formed of the
radicals P1. Ap. Es. The Lord Fire ; hence the Latin word
for a boy, puer, is the Greek word aryp, for Fire, the root of the
English words pure and purity, and the key of the evangelical
conundrum, ¢ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God,” that is, the Stars that sﬁinc the brightest are nearest to
the Sun ; and these boys in Rama, which Herod passed over,
are demonstrated to have been none other than the fiery boys
of the Zodiac—the two bright cluster of stars representing
the figure of two boys, which the Sun eunters in the month of
May, and for which Rachel weeps, and will not be comforted
—not because they are killed, but because they are not ; that
is, because they are rendered invisible, no longer to be seen,
are absorbed in the superior effulgence of the Sun in passing
through them, as he does in the month of May, when

=~ eLost, dissolved in his superior rays,
One tide of glory, one unclouded blaze,
O’erflows his courts.

Thus, in the name of God, Hercules, reduced to its radical, we
have the three Ammonian primitives, m")D“l'm, which are
respectively "IN, Light',"‘aj All, ¢\ Fire, which is in com-
ition the light, the universal fire, or palindromically, the

¢, the universal source of light, that is the Sun. As there,
in the Zodiac in the Lion of July, is that Cleonean Lion,
whom the YN-Y3=IN, the light, the universal fire, that is
the Sun, the Hews 3tgavros, the King Herod, The Herod of the
Skin, every year overcemes and passes through in his annual
progress, with whose skin he seems to invest himselfas a trs:ghy
of his victory ; and as, in which investiture, he is addressed in
those words of the Psalmist, or ancient magical incantations
appointed to be read through every month, in honour of the
twelve months of the year, ‘O Lord my God, thou art be-
come exceeding glorious, thou art clothed with majesty and
honour ; thou deckest thyself with light as with a garment, and
spreadest out the heavens like & curtain. O sing unto God,
and sing praises unto his name ; magnify him that rideth upon
the Heavens as upon a horse; even God in his holy habita-
tion.” Thus too, the epithet added to the name of Herod,
that is, the Hero of the Skin, Herod the King, in Hebrew o0
Moloch : in Greek Bacirews; in Latin Rez, the Ruler, the
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Regulator ; was a characteristic epithet of the Sun—the Sun to
rule the day, the monarch or only governor of the whole solar
system.
Ay And why should Christ be said to be born in Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, and be called by the wise men, the Bagirwws rav Iudaiwy,
the King, the Rex, the Governor or Ruler of the duys of" Jao,
but in fulfilment of that prophecy of the prc:ghet, that is, in
accordance with that astronomical sketch of the astronomical
priest, Micah : * And thou Bethlehem in the land of Juduh art
not the least among the Princes of Judah, for out of thee shall
come a Governor that shall rule my people Israel!” Now,
would any but & Christian idiot, who had bid good night for
ever to all use of reason, or a Christian knave, who would say
any thing, insult us by saying that there ever was a Bethlehem,
upon earth that ever brought forth a Governor or ruler upon
earth, that ever governed or ruled an Israel upon earth? And
are we to endure the intolerable insult and ignominy any longer
that a set of sanctified idiots and solemn dunces, a proud a.n(i
aristocratical priesthood, too haughty as they are to be willing,
and too ignorant as they are to be able, to confront us, should
be allowed to persuade the world that all these glorious
prophecies of “the wonderful Counsellor, the mighty God,
- the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, of the increase of
whose government and dominion there should be no end, upon
the throne of David his father, to order and to establish it
with judgment and with justice for ever,” had their verifica-
tion in the pretended real history of such a King of the Jews ;
who, if his history were historical, presents us with nothing
more than the history of a thief, born in a stable, living on
the high road, and dying on the gallows! A King of the
Jews that never had his title recognised but in a sarcasm—
never triumphed but on the cross—never reigned, but as if all
our kings should be like to reign in the same fashion, we
should not long want Radical Reform. But turn we to the’
sacred text itself, of the astronomical Micah (chap. v. 2), than
which nothing can be more astronomical. And thou, the
House of Corn, Mansion of the Virgin, Genius of Increase
and Abundance, though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, that make up the various signs of the Zodiac, out of
thee shall he come to me, or shine forth, who is the Governor
of Israet(that is, of the whole Solar system), whose goings-
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forth from the East have been from the days of eternity ; that
is, the Sun, beyond all possibility of being any thing else,
the never-created, eternally-existing Sun, whose goings-forth
from the east to pass through the twelve signs of the Zodiac,
most literally ange:eally have been from everlasting. And
what means the astrologer by those words: ¢ And thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah,”” but the astronomical fact, which, if you
will but look upon the thousands of Judah, your own eyes will
testify, that the Stars which make up the Constellation of Beth-
lehem Ephratah, which is the sign of the Virgin, or Good-
woman of the Zodiac, are particularly small ; those that should
make up the head, especially, being so minute as hardly to be
visible to the naked eye ; which gave occasion to the allegorists
for their joke, that, if you want to find a good woman, you
must look for a woman without & head. The Pagan sculptors
represent their Venus with a particularly small head, while
the Christian painters represented their Venus, the Virgin
Mary, whose house or domicile actually is in Bethlehem
Ephratah, as a maid with no head at all. The brightest stars
in this constellation being those which form the arms, or vinde-
miatrix, in the elbow ; thus actually supplying the pun, that
has never been too gross for the piety of our Catholic brethren,
where, in the office of the conception of the Blessed Virgin, they
call her

Judith Invincible !

Woman of arms :

Fair Abishag® Virgin, that

True David warms!

Eternal God ! why hast thou given us reason to insult us with
Christianity ?

But see, sirs, and your conviction shall seal the truth it sees,
—how beautiful, how majestic, how delightful is science !
From the eternal and never-failing regularity of the goings-
forth or progress of the Sun from sign to sign, through his
annual course, the minds of men first received the idea of
Trurs, of punctuality, and of certainty: and hence, among
all nations, and in all languages, we tind them giving precisely

® Abishag, a Shunamite, 1 Kings, i. 3=1"DNNT JLPAN.
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the same name to whatever they held to be true, which they
had previously given to the Sux, whose imaginary moral
attributes were directly derived from his real physical ones;
and thus the fuithful and true witness in Heaven, the Sux,
was looked up to, or pointed to, by every man addressing
another man, and meaning to say, that what he said was
truth. It is true us God'’s in Heaven ; that is, it is as true, as
accurate, and as regular, as are the goings-forth of the Sun,
“ whose goings-forth have been from of old—from everlasting.”
So the name of the Sun, in every country in which the Sun
hath shone, is universally found to be the same as that of their
form of assent or agreement, or pledge of promise. And as
the worship of the Sun under the name of Jupiter Ammon,
was infinitely the most prevalent over all the world—above
all other forms of worship,® the ancient Pheenician word AM
—On, literally signifying the fire, the being; the name
Ammon, pronounced in all manner of ways, through the nose,
through the throat, but always with the eyes shut, to relieve
them from the dazzling of the Sun’s rays, as A-men, Au-men,
Ah-men, O-men, has found its way, and to this day retains its
gla.ce at the end of every prayer, ending, “through Jesus

hrist our Lord Ammon;’ tgat is, most literally, that Jesus
Christ our Lord, is Ammon; and Jesus Christ and Jupiter-
Ammon stand thus demonstrated to have been but one and
the self-same prosopopeia—that is, the personified Genius of
the Sun. As Jesus Christ is made to say of himself, in that
beautiful and scientific astronomical Mythos, called the
Reyelation of St. John, “ I am the Amen, the faithful and true
witness.” So the name Yesus or Jesus, so deceitfully sheltered
from the discovery of its real meaning, by the Latin termina-
tion us (which is no part of it), in its dissyllabic and earlier
form, is vEs, which has become our English form of assent
or pledge of fidelity and' truth; as we say Yes, with the same
meaning as Amen, that is, verily, it is so—or I consent—I
will—that is, by God Iwull. Hues— Yes—Ins—being the most
ancient name of the god Bacchus; and absolutely retained to
this day upon all our Christian altar-pieces and pulpit-cloths

* ¢ Quamyis ZEthiopum populis, Arabumque beatis
Gentibus, atque Indis, unus sit Jupiter, AMmon.”
Lucian, t. 9.
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in those three mystical letters, I : H : £, which are Greek letters,
absurdly read as Roman letters, by our Romish Monks, as if
they were to stand for the words, Jesus Hominum Salvator,
Jesus the Saviour of Men: whereas they really are the name
at full length of the Pagan god, Bacchus, the God of Wine,
in whose honours at those altars our Christian Bacchenals, not
knowing what they do, continue to this day to drink the
sacramental wine, which is the blood of the grape—that is, by
metonymy upen metonymy, the blood of Bacchus; that is, of
Jes, or Yes—the personified genius of the Sun, whose name is
written in those letters, I, H, S, and surrounded with that
circle of golden rays, than which your ingenuity could not
write the word Sun, nor depict it in an hieroglyphical repre-
sentation less to be mistaken, even if you were the most
ingenious man alive. And this same, I, E, S, is composed of
the Ammonian radicals, I, the one; and E, S, the first: i. e.
the one great fire: i. e. the Sun, under which identical name he
was the Supreme Deity of the ancient fire-worshippers of Persia,
from whom his rites were adopted, by those who are absurdly
called the primitive Christians.

The extent of Christian stupidity, and of Christian igno-
rance, would have been the most unaccountable of all the
phenomena of the universe, if its own history had not supplied
the account. Men have been trained to prefer ignorance to
learning, and have chosen to be driven mad and wild by faith,
rather than to be instructed, enlightened, and improved by
reason and philosophy. But as the intolerance of the religious
feeling, alike in all religions, was ever more opposed to im-
provement than any other, we reap a contingent advantage from
the consecration of ignorance. ¥he long continuance of the
nomenclature and technicalities of theology, and their adop-
tion from one country to another, where every thing might
allowed to change, and to improve, but religion, enables us the
more easily to work through the difficulties of the problem,
and to demonstrate the fallacy that runs through all religions.
Thus, there is a long list of words, which our Christian parrots
prattle forth, of which they have never dreamed, or thought
more of the meaning and significancy than a parrot, and
which have been adopted and naturalised, without ever bein,
translated. I need not mention the Amen and Hallelujoh, an
Hosanna, and Glory, and Sanctification, and Holiness, of the



THE DEVIL’S PULPIT. 29

derivative meaning of which a horse -is not more ignorant
than a Christian: but our words God, and the Sun, are really,
the one a Hebrew, the other an old Coptic word : both signi-
fying the same thing, but both alike adopted without being in~

uired into, and naturalised without being understood. God, or
%ad, being the never-translated name in the ancient Tsabaism,
or star-worship, of the constellation of the Ram, or Lamb of
God, as I have explained to you, the Rama, the great, the,
elevated, that is, the first of the signs of the Zodiac—that is,
by metonymy of the Sun, in that sign Aries, the Ram or
Lamb of God,* whose astronomical name, Yes, is the root
of Jesus, the Lamb of God: as our English words, Sun
and Day, are found in the first primitives, not of a par-
ticular language, but of the most ancient and universal ever
uttered by man. San, pronounced Zan, Zon, Son, and Zun,
that is, with every vowel, and every mode of uttering the
initial that the tongue could compass, like Gad, Gid, Ged,
God, and Gud, was, like that word, the common Ammonian
name for the Sun and Jupiter, as is witnessed by that old in-
scription, quoted by Bryant, on the tomb of Jupiter; who,
like Herod, Hercules, Bacchus, Mithra, Apollo, Chrishna,
Vichenu, and all the other allegorised types of the Sun, “ was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried :” Q3¢ ueyas xatas Zav ov Asaxixinoxsas.  “ Here was
buried the great Zav, whom they call Asx,” that is, the great
Sun, whom they call God. When the first attempt was made
to represent the Sun in pictorial hieroglyphics, a mere straight
_stroke, as a picture as the finger of the tErieSt’ pointing to the
Sun, gave the letter I, or J if part of the hand be seen with
it: while the circle of the Sun’s disk formed the O, and thus
the radical of all languages, I, O, running through the theology
of all nations and of all ages, harder or softer in the Ai-o,
(Ja-0), Za-o, Jahavah, Jehova, Jeve, Juve, Jove, all betray
that the Sun, and the Sun alone, was the primordial signification

¢ As the Latin word Aries, the Ram, was derived from the
Egyptian word Arez, the Sun : as that word is found compound
with Dous, which is the same as Deus, God, the whole yord
Asoapng, signifying God—the Sun, the same mentioned by Ter-
tullian, as Dysares, the God of all the Arabian nations. ¢
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of the terms for God and Jesus : and bring us to an absolute
demonstration of the truth, betrayed to us by the unguarded
father Tertullian, that many think that the Sux is our God, and
refer'us to the religion of the Persians (Apoleget, c. 16) : and
still more explicitly acknowledged in Heb. xii. 29: * Our God
is a consuming Fire.”

I am not able, within the compass of such a measure of
your attention as I may reasonably detain, to do justice to the
challenges of the subject I have taken in hand; but (if I
have succeeded, as your favour seems to imply that I have),
I shall hope you will return with me, on Sunday next, to the
Stable of ﬁethlehem, furnished with the besom of philosophy,
to sweep away the filth of priestcraft, and to bring down such
a ‘stream of genuine science and of real learning, as shall
wash out the cradle, the manger, the little squalling God, and
the wise men and all, and purify the infected air from the pest
of Christianity. For this, sirs, you will now perceive, is the
nature of true learning, that, like the light, it is communicable,
easy:of access, and equally beneficial to all men—most plea-
sant in the being sought for, most delightful in the being
found: “ More to be desired than gold, than much fine gold ;
sweeter also than honey or the hoveycomb.” Ye friends of
truth, of science, and of learning, which never yet shrunk,
nor will shrick, from its most desired, most sought-for con-
flict, with all that is reputed as learned in the world, pro-
tect me but by the vingication of your own rights from the
rudeness of barbarous ignorance, and from the impertinencies
of those wild and furious savages of the gospel, who in all
ages of the world have been the priests’ dogs, wrought up
mto madness, for no other end than to terrify inquiry from
looking into the baseness of their craft, detecting their igno-
rance, exgosing their falsehood, and trampling on their
power. The noble science which I familiarise thus easily to
promiscuous auditories, 1 have intimated to the world in my
work, in challenge of the world’s criticism, the D1ecEs1s, and
have offered to maintain in the Latin tongue, before either of
the Universities of England, as Reghellini and Dupuis have
offered its grand principles to the enlightened nations of the
Continent in the French language ; and not a member of any
University in Europe, not a priest in the world, has ever
dared to enter the lists, or attempt even a resistance to this
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Almighty demonstration of the utter falsehood of the gospel.
This demonstration is science itself ; and in every position that
it offers you, does not ask you to believe, nor wish you to be
persuaded, but your persuasion must follow upon your know-
ledge ; and you will find that, as fast as your knowledge comes
in, your Christianity will run out,

In this school, sirs, ye come not to eternal repetitions of the
same spell ; we have no baby’s lessons for you ; the sincere
milk of the word has turned sour ; the priests have had all the
cream of it, and we have no stomachs left for hogswash, We
are not going to be brought down, in the same notions that we
were brought up.  Our lesson is not any longer, “ As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ;” but our say is, that
the power of priests and priestcraft to impose upon us, which
was in the beginning, is NoT now, and never shall be again.

END OF THE SECOND DISCOURSE ON THE STAR.
OF BETHLEHEM.
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“ Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? for we have
__ seen his Star in the Eqst, and kave come to worship him.”—
MaTTHEW, ii. 2. .

UpoN returning this third time to the stable of Bethlehem,
I am obliged to suppose my hearers already in possession of
what I am sure those who have been hearers of the two pre-
ceding discourses on this subject, have felt to be those rich
treasures of philological, scientific, and historical learning,
which it is the great aim of these lectures to lay before the
public mind. I must now take them up at the spot where, on
Sunday evening last, I left them, that is, at the stable-door, in
Bethlehem of Judea—where I had the honour of introducing
them to an acquaintance with Herod the king, and of conci-
liating their forgiveness and reconciliation with his Herodian
Majesty, for his having slain—*¢ All the ckildren, from two
years old and under, that were in Bethlehem, and in all the
coasts thereof’’—which gave occasion to Rachael, notwith-
standing her having been-dead 1732 years before it happened,
to weep for her children—when she ““would not be comforted
because they were not.”

Here, then, we resume the thread of these delightful studies.

voL. I c
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_The anatomy of language has enabled us te lay open the pri-
mitive ideas, involved in those mystical words :—** Now when
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod
2he King.”

1. We have found, HISTORICALLY, that these very words—
that is, the meaning of them—in the whole identity of every
thing they refer to, or by any possibility could refer to, are a
direct plagiarism from the Sanscreet text of the Bhagavat
Pourana (that is, jn English, the Book of God) of the Hindoos,
ascribed, and universally admitted to have been written, by
divine inspiration of the Brahminical priest, ?yasa, who lived
and flowrished in India, at the lowest calculation, fifteen hun-
dred years before our unluckily imagined epocha of the birth
of Christ. :

2. We have found, AsTrRoNoMicALLY, that in the most
_ minute, even the most wonderfully minute applications, as’
accurately as the wax fills up every mark and line engravenin
the seal, the whole story betrays the character of an astrono-
mical enigma, or parable, and is a picture in words of the
annual phenomena of the solar system.

3. We have found, PHILOLOGICALLY, that, upon tracing
back the words themselves to their radicals, or first types,
their literality itself is AsTRoNOMICAL; whereby we have the
same sort of perfectly mathematical demonstration, as when
we work out an algebraical problem geometrically, and theil
work back the geometrical result algebraically.

Thus history, philology, and science, combine in one great
trinity of demonstration, to prove the falsehood of the gospel.

The radicals, of our text, read philologically—that is, ac-
cording to their first types, throw up the perfect and complete
astronomy. Now when the Sun entered into the zodiacal sign
of the month of August, in the Ephemeris of Hercules, the '
regulator, then follows, in our English version—*“ Bekold
there came wise men from the east.”

But here, again, is an egregious and most deceitfully-in.
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tended false translation in our English Testaments, in order
to produce a respect for these imaginary baby-worshippers,
to which they were by no means entitled. They are mot
called wise men, but Magi—that is, magicians, or conjurors :
notwithstanding the strong reason which some may think
they have to suspect that they were no conjurors.

The fathers of the church generally speak of -these wise
men of the east as being three kings, in order to make out the
accorplishment of that prophecy—** the King of Tharsis and
of the Isles shall give presents, the Kings of Arabia and Saba
shall bring gifts.”” 72d Psalm.*

But bring, I pray, (as you would in all other eeieaces)
bring down the rich stores of the knowledge already acquired,
to aid ye in the farther demonstrations to which now we tend.
The identity of Jesus Christ, with the S8un, the accordance of
all the circumstances of his mythological history, from his
imagined conception by the Virgin Mary, to his death, resur-
rection, ascensiou, and final coming again, (as he does) every
_ year, to judge “both the quick and the dead”’—that is, to
divide an equable proportion of his light and heat to both
hemispheres——that s, to us and to our antipodes; it being
night with them when it is day with us, and vice versa. All
this having been so clearly proved ; the presence of these wise
men of the east, the first worshippers of the infant Yes—
these Magi—with their ““gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh,””
which were from eternal ages the first tributary offerings
consecrated to the Sun, is, as it were, the elencher to the nail
driven in & sure place,—a demonstration never to be with-

* Sobeautifully versified in the eclogue of The Messiah :—
See barbarous nations at thy gates attend,
‘Walk in thy light, and in thy temple bend :
See thy bright altars thronged with prostrate kings,
And heaped with products of Sabean springs.,
For thee, [dume's spicy forests blow,
And seeds of gold in Opbir’s mountains glow.
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drawn,~—that the whole story of the gospel, from first to last,
was derived from these Magi, and never was, nor is, any other
than that ancient occult or hidden science, which the Apostle
Paul calls the Theosophy, or Wisdom of God in a mystery ;
but which, in plain English, is the black art, or magic. * We
speak wisdom,” says he, *‘ to them that are perfect, (i. e. to
the initiated, to them that are up to the trick on’t), yet not the
wisdem of this world, (i. e. not a science of any thing historical,
or that ever really happened), but the Theosephy or Astronomy
in disguise, eveR the hidden wisdom : Tw exoxixpyuusrmr—that
is, the magic, the black art, in honour of which, its priests and
preachers, to this day, wear black gowns and black dresses,
the very livery itself of their Divine Master, the Black Prince,
as you may see, by dissecting the word gospel into its radicals
—that is, God’s spell, the spell, charm, or magical incantation,
by the repetition of certain words, of which, with your eyes
shut, and putting your body in the shape of the constellation
Orion (one knee up, the other thrust from you, and the hands
clasped together—thus!) it was believed that the power of
Omnipotence wouid be bound to attend the conjuration.

The founders of this darkscience, or black art, are univer-
sally admitted to have been these Magi; and our Christian
antiquaries are proud to quote the celebrated passage from the
Zend-Avesta of the Persian Zoroaster, which is found so
strikingly coincident with this pretended visit of these eastem
Magi to the stable of Bethlehem.

“ You, my children,” said the great magician, ‘““shall be
first honoured by the manifestation of that divine person who
is to appear in the world : a Star shall'go before you to con-
duct you to the place of his nativity ; and, when you have
found him, present to him your oblations and sacrifices ; for
he is indeed your lord, and an everlasting king.”’*

* Burder's Oriental Customs.
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The apostolic father, Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, in the
4th of his epistle to the Ephesians, after admitting that * the
virginity of Mary, and he who was born of her, as also the
story of his death, were the subjects of this dlack art, or hidden
science, and done in secref by Ged ;" asks, and answers him-
self, ‘How then was our Saviour manifested to the world 2
A star shone in Heaven, beyond all the other stars, and its
light was inexpressible, and its novelty struck terror into
men’s minds. All the rest of the stars, together with the sun
gnd moon, were the chorus to this star; but #Ais sent out its
light exceedingly above them all.””

While in the gospel, quoted by St. Paul, under the title of
“ the Gospel of the Circumcision,”* we are instructed, not
merely that the Star came and stood over the stable where the
young child was—which was certainly very polite of him—but
that he actually walked into the stable: ““ And behold it was
all filled with lights, greater than the lights of lamps and can-
dies, and greater tham the Ught of the Sun itself.”

So the holy church, throughout all the world, has never
ceased to celebrate this affair of the Star, as an event as real
and as historical (and indeed it is just as much s0) as any
other portion in this whole bag of moonshine.

* The 6th of January, commonly called Twelfth-day, being
twelve days from Christmas, famous for eating cakes, and as
famous for its proof of what cakes have been made of Chris-
tians, is entitled, in our Christian Calendars, The Epiphany of
our Lord. It isa most holy festival, of our most holy church,
set apart in express commemmoration of this appearance of the
Star to the magicians, as is acknowledged in the collect or in-
cantation for the Epiphany, or manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles : ““ O God, who, by the leading of a star, didst mani-

¢ g Galatians 7. The gospel of the circumcision being evi~
dently another name for the Gospe! of ¢he Infancy, in which the
following passage will be found. 1 chap. 10 v,
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fest thy only begotten Son to the Gentiles, mercifally grant,
that we which know thee now by faith, may, after this life,
have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen.” This festival of the Epiphany is so
much more sacred than the festival of Christmas, merely, that
the four successive Sundays which follow it are entitled, 1st,
2d, 3d, and fourth Sundays after Epiphany. While, through-
out Egypt and the East, from whence all our Christianity was
derived, the day of the Epiphany was considered as the same
as that of the birth of Christ, and was uniformly observed on
the 6th of January.

The Epiphany, now-—the Epiphany ! Should not a sensible
man insist on knowing what is the meaning of Epiphany ? 1
suspect again, that ‘thereby hangs a tale,’ Could you have
clearer evidence of the fact, that Christianity is kept up solely
by the artifice of keeping people in ignorance, than the fact
which your own experience attests in other persons, and per-
haps in yourselves, that not one in a million of those who
keep the festival of Epiphany, who say the collect for Epi-

‘phany, who stare at the Twelfth.cakes in the pastry-cooks”
windows on the Epiphany, and play at conundrums, and draw
lots for the king and queen on each returning festival of the
Epiphany, ever dreams that this game at riddles, and drawing
for characters, is a continuance of the never-interrupted reli-
gion of the ancient Paganism, in honour of the black art, or
magic of these celebrated magicians ; and that PeANES com-
pounded irto the word Epiphany—that is, qf or concerning
Phanes—is a name perfectly synonymous with the name
Christ, literally signifying all that the names Jesus and Christ
ever signified—that is, the Sun.

Phanzus and Phanes, from whence Epiphany, or Mani-
Sestation, was a distinguishing epithet of the God Apollo—
that is, the Sun, or the light of the Sun, it being the property
of the light of the Sun, to make manifest; upon which pro-
perty, we find the Apostle Paul playing off his puns and
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riddleg ¢ * that whatever doth make manifest, is light ;’* and
John again, that ““ God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all;’ and ** that was the true light that lighteth every man that
cometh into the world.”” And for this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that ke might dissolve the works of the Devil,
i. e. the Sun becomes Phanes, the shiny bright one, that he
may dissolve the frosts of winter. He appears in Phanes,
tQarepwln, the Ram of March, to counteract the evils that
followed in the train of the diabolical genius of November.
But the God Eros, which signifies love, and was the Greek

-name for Cupid, received the name of Phanes, wpwro; yap
tPasdn, because ke was first manifested,

~_And hence that ridiculous conundrum, which our Metho-
dists are so fond of quoting, but of the meaning of which they
are g0 exquisitely innocent. God is love! Yes, heis; and
a8 much as a horse, and no more, know they of the meaning
of God’s being love :+ the Roman poets, deriving their theo-
logy from the Greeks, with as little inquiry as Christians,
have mistaken Phaethon, who is the same as Phanes, for the
Son of the Sun, whereas he was unquestionably the Sun

* 5 Ephesians.

+ Godislove! The fragment of the Babylonian Sanchonia-
thon, traunslated from the Phenician into Greek, by Philo Biblius,
Ppreserves to us this passage, from the Theology of the ancient
Phenicians: Hlhen the Spirit became enamoured ¢f his own per-
fections, he begat Cupid—for Cupid was the beginning of the
creation of all things Thus little Cupid, and little Jesus, who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and who is expressly entitled
the beginning of the creation ¢f Geod, are demonstrated to be one
and the self-ssme figment of imagination ; and the Cbristian who
denies the real existence of the Aoly child, Cupid, while he be~
lieves in the existence of the holy child, Jesus, only shows that
he uses his_reason in the one instance, but lays it aside in tbe
other,
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himself, as the God of light, represented as the first-born of
Heaven, as in that verse of the ancient Orpheus—
IIporoyesos Paedwr wepspenxeos Hepos vsog.

“ Firsi-born Phaéton, Son of the faf-shining morning.”
an attribute, distinctively retained to the Epiphany of Christi-
anity, in that incantation to the Epiphany—* O God, who
didst manifest thy only begotten Son to the Gentiles,”” as he is
expressly called by the aged Simeon—* The light fo lighten
the Gentiles.”” But nothing hinders that God (who had an
only begotten Son, in whom he was well pleased) might have
three or four only begotten daughters, with whom he was much
better pleased,—and which supplies the best apology I have
ever heard of, to save his moral character from the suspicions
that attaeh to his seeming to set so little store by the unfor-
tunate Jesus. Since we may hope that though he gave his Son
to die for us, he would not have sacrificed one of his daugh-
ters. Phaéton had three sisters: Lampetia, Phaethusa, and
Pheebe, in the Pagan mythology. The three Marys—Mary
the wife of Cleopas, Mary the mother of James, and Mary
Magdalene, appear in precisely the same analogy as the
sisters of Jesus, in the gospel.

Of the Magi, so deceitfully translated as wise men of the
east, directed by a star to a stable in which the King of the
Tudaios, was to be boin, all our historical knowledge is derived
from the most ancient of all writings, those transmitted to us
from the ancient Babylonians and Chaldeans. '

They appear to be the first of the human race who consti-
tuted such a body as that which is now called the clergy.
They were formed into societies, ard resided in colleges, where
their whole business consisted in the study of astronomy,
which they disguised from the discovery of the vulgar, under
the thick vale of allegorical fictions and pretended histories,
precisely such as the gospels which are come down to us, are
found to be. Some of their order, from time to time, broke
loose from the collegiate discipline, and rambled at large, like
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80 many mendicants and begging friars, and were the itinerant
Methodists or Missionaries of the clerical conclave. They
were the professed folowers or worshipers of the imaginary
founder of their craft, a deified personage, called ZoroasTER,
whose worship was styled Maaria, or Magic, and the pro-
fessors of it Magi, or Magzcmns

By ZonoastEr was denoted both the Deity, and also his
priest; so that, while there were many real personages who
bore the name of ZoroasTer, the original type is a mere
fiction of imagination, as, I trust, on Sunday last, I instructed
you satisfactorily in the anatomy of words, or the art of dis-
secting them, and bring them back to their radicals, or first
types, you will see that ZoroasteRr is derived: from Zom-
Aster—that is, the two Ammonian primitives.

"Y' Tsour, Zor, Sir, the name of God, in Hebrew,* and
AstrR, the Star, in Greek. Thus, in Zoroaster, Zor-AsTER,
your own ear will run the gamut down to the types in our
own language of the words, Sir, applied in address to every
person of the rank of a gentleman, and FEaster, the Easf,

E,aster, and astronomy.

So in the name Magia, and magic, originally given to the
science of astronomy, disguised under the veil of evangelical
romances, or God’s-spells, as they were called, your ear will
trace the roots of our name of Magistrate, the Latin Magister,
the English Master, one of the characteristic titles of Jesus
Christ, who, in the Persic language, as the ancient Persians
were the most distinguished fire-worshipers, was called MizAra
—that is, the Master.

The absolute identity of the Pagu.n God, Mthro—tlmt is,
Zoroaster, the original Zoroaster, or personified genius of the
Sun, and the Jesus Chris? of the gospel, is then so clear and
80 demonstrable, that no man’s nose was never more clearly to

® Translated a Rock : whence Petra, Peter. Jew’Peter, Ju-
piter, Pator, and Pater, a father. Ses * Bryant’s Analysis,”
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be proved to be a part and parcel of, and pertaining to, his
face, than Christ and Mithra, may be shown to be one and
the self-same personification of the Sun; and Christianity and
magic, one and the self-same devise for working on the ima-
ginations of ignorant and silly people, and rendering them the
slaves, cowards, and fools, that it was always most convenient
for their Masters that they should be.

Thus the birth of the God, Mithra, from the days of an
infinitely remote antiquity, was represented to have taken place
in a stable, and was celebrated throughout the whole Pagan
world, on none other than.the 25th day of December, our
Christmas-day, the most celebrated of all the Magian festivals ;

.where, if you rectify your celestial globe to the moment of
twelve o’clock at midnight, between the 24th and 25th of
December, you will find the constellation of the stable of
Bethlehem, in which Christ is said to be born, the moment
he achieves his first degree of ascension, at the lower meridian,
while you shall see the constellation of the Virgin, who is said
to bring him forth (in no disparagement to her eternal virginity)
at that moment, come to the line of the horizon ; and thus said
to preside over his nativity.

As St. Justin, commonly called Justin Martyr, and of the
earliest of the Christian fathers, actually draws the parallel
between Christ and Mithra, that Christ was born on the same

.day when the Sun takes his annual birth in the stable of
Augias—that is, in the station of the celestial Goat, where, we
have seen, is actually placed the stable of Augias, in the sixth
labour of Hercules.

. This Capricornus, the Goat, in the Pagan mythology, is said
to have suckled the infant Jupiter; of which enigma the un-
doubted solution is, that the Sun, who is Jupiter, first begin«
ning to rise on the 25th of December, when the days having
been at the shortest on the 21st, or St. Thomas’s Day (so that
unbelieving Thomas doubted whether the Sun would ever rise
again), first appear to be lengthening again, the Sun, or Jupiter,
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or Jesus, is said to be born, or ht-up with the Goat.
Thus among the nations who reckoned the year to begin at the
winter solstice—that is, in Capricornus, tAe Goat, the first
sentence of the first chapter of their book of Genesis was, asin
the first copies of the Samaritan Pentateuch, ['2/N™1]
N ANIDDY NN IV RMD. “ In the beginning
he Goat created the Heavens and the Earth,” while those who
reckoned the year to begin from the vernal equinox—that is,
when the Sun enters the sign of dries, the ram, which is the
tribe of Gad, in the Zodiacal Israel, placed Gad, as the first
of the tribes, and accommodating their magic to their astro-
nomy, have handed down their Hebrew text, JT'¥/NS]
TIRT DN D'OZN DR DT1OR 8712, which was
become our magic ; * In the beginning Gad—that is the Ram,
created the heavens and the Earth.” :
This creation takes place every year on the 28th of March,
called Lady-day, or the day of the conception of the blessed
Virgin Mary, who, exactly nine months afterwards, on the first
moment of the 25th of December, brings forth her first-born,
Jesus, and lays him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn: o 71 Qarm, dioms ¥x v avrois Towos &v 7w
xaraAvuari., Asyou will see thatthereisreallynotroomenough
in the pavilion of the Virgin, when, with the spike of corn in
one hand, and the scales of September in the other, she drops
little Jesus out of her bosom, and he tumbles down into the
stable, the nadir, or lower meridian, the precise astronomical
position of the Sun at that moment.
Now, Sirs, at that moment, to the acturacy of the setting o1
a watch, what is the state of the visible heavens, in the con-
struction of the planisphere? Why this it is: at the lower
meridian you have the stable of Bethlehem, in which Christis
born ; on the eastern point of the horizon you have the sign of
the virgin, with the great Star Vindemiafrir, in her elbow,
just peering above the horizon, of which Star the magi, or wise
men, express themselves—¢ We have seen his Star in the
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East.”” At the upper meridian, you have the constellation
Cancer, the Crab, which includes the cradle of Jupiter, literally
the Jo-Sepe—that is, the manger of Jao, from which mistaken
words, have been formed the name of the imaginary husband of
the Virgin, Joseph. While on the western horizon, you have
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world ; im-
mediately above which, you will see the Epiphany, or ‘“ mani-
estation of Christ to the Gentiles,”” which is none other than
the beautiful constellation, Orios, which you may see this very
evening ; those three bright Stars, which constitute his belt,
being the three Magian kings, who, looking directly across the
horizon, see his Star in the east, and are come to worship him,
which they do by presenting gold, frankincense, and myrrh,
the emblematical oblations in all ages, consecrated to the
honour of the Sun,
- And look ye, Sirs; this is history itself, than which nothing
that was ever deemed an indubitable record of truth among
men, was ever more historical. The most ancient chronicles
of Alexandria attest the existence and universal prevalence of
this religion in Egypt ; for ages before the date of its falsely
pretended origin in the era of Augustus and Tiberius. * Tb
this day,” say the writers of that ancient chronicle, ‘ Egyp#
has consecrated the pregnancy of a Virgis, and the nativity of
her Son, whom they annually present in a cradle to the adora~
tion of the people:”’ and when King Ptolemy, (that is 350
years before our Christian era) demanded of the priests the
significancy of this religious ceremony, they told him that * it
was mystery that hdd been taught to their forefathers by a
respectable prophet.” In the name of the Egyptian Idol,
Serapis, we have the radical Zor-AB. Is, The Sun, the
Father, the Fire, ratified by the high evidence of the virtuous
Emperor Marcus Aurelius, that the Bishops of Serapis, were
known and recognised under the title of Bishops of Christ.
We have found the self-same story, even in the most ridi-
culous minuteness of its circumstances, constituting the basis
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of the legends of the Hindoo God, Chrishna, existing in writ-
ten documents fifteen hundred years before our era; and we
have found the whole name itself, both Jesus and Christ,
quoted by the great astronomer of Arabia, Alboazer, or Abul-
mazar, as the name, which, following the most ancient tradi-
tions of the Persians, the Chaldeans, the Egyptians, of Hermes,
and of AEsculapius, had been given to the child, which, in the
most ancient projection of the signs of the Zodiac, was repre-
sented as the Son of the Virgin, of the month of August ; “ that
child,”’ says Abulmazar, *‘ which same nations call Jesus, but
whick, in Greek, is called Christus.”’*

Of Jesus, traced to its radical Yzs, the name of Bacchus,
the Sun, the numerical letters of the great solar Cycle, 608,
and the form, or sign of the consent, and fruth, in the Yar of
the Dutch, the Owi of the French, the Yes of our own country,
you are heretofore informed.

The Hindostanee Chreeshna, transformed into the Greek
Xpnoros, signifies merely the Good man: Jasus denoting the
divine, Curist the human nature, as existing in that great
and universal personification of the solar fire, Jesus Christ.

. Christ, or Chrest, as a Greek word, derives its mystical
sanctity from the circumstance of its being the universal in-
scription on tombstones, and sepulchres of the dead, among all

* As old, then, as that first grouping together of the Stars into
imaginary figures, whereby alone their relative positions with
respect to each other could be described ; and as old as that
necessary acting of thé human mind, whereby it would attach
imaginary histories to these imaginary figures—that is, as old as
when first the first race of men looked up upon the vaulty bosom of
the night, and said, “ See there!” (as what else could they say ?)
“ Behold, I see the Angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.”” So old is the gospel of our Lord and Sa<
viour Jesus Christ, The dream of the occurrence of any one of its
events, or of the existence of any one of its personages upon earth,
is only one among millions of melancholy proofs of wkat an idiot
man is capable of becoming when once he renounces his reason.
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nations, that used the Greek language, and among many which
used it without knowmg its significancy. The simple epxtaph
on each good man’s tomb was his name, and the two expressive
words Xpnore Xalpe! i. e. good fellow—good bye! These
two words, represented sometimes by the initial letters, two
X-es, or St. Andrew’s Crosses, were a most obvious hieroglyph
of the two crosses of the equator, by the ecliptic, at the equi-
rioctial points, that of autumn when the Sun dips below, and
that of spring when he crosses it again from below ; and so is
said to rise again from the dead.*

Hence, also, the word Ckrest or Christ, upon all their
tombstones, naturally associated itself with the idea of the
Resurrection, and was hieroglyphical to the same purpose as
the Latin resurgam—1I shall rise again.t Thus the phrase,
« Jesus which was crucified,” means nothing but the Sun which
was crossified ; whilein all the cabalistical jargon of the epistles
of St. Paul, your observance will perceive that he never makes
the mistake of confounding the resurrection of Jesus with that
of Christ. For he can only prove Jesus te be the Christ—that
is the Sun, by the fact of his rising again ; these eternal risings
and seftings being the proper and essential definition of the Sun.

* Hence tbe name of Chrests and Chrestians, signifying nothing
mwore than good men or good fellows, and bearing no relation to
any religious distinctions whatever, was the common compliment of
language, and the worshippers of Jupiter and Juno, and of all the
rif-raf Godsand Goddesses of the Pantheon,were called Christians,
and were as really so, as those ill-natured bigots who pretended
a distinction where there was never any difference, and would
allow nobody to be good fellows but themselves.

+ As you may have read it parodied in our common church-
yard stave—
¢ Go home, dear friends, dry up your tears,
Here we shall lie till Christ appears ;
And when he comes, we’re sure to have
A joyful rising from the grave.”
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Thus, Sirs, I think it must be as clear as the Sun toall who
would not turn from the Sun, and prefer darkness to light,
and idiotcy, folly, antd faith; to learning, reason, and philoso-
phy: that I have done what I took in hand : that I have
brought down such a stream of science upon this stable of
Bethlehem, as has washed away the accumulated ignorance of
barbarous ages, and cleansed your hearts and minds from all
respect for the gospel, as a Aistory, or for those stupid bunglers
who have mistaken it for a history ; and having once made the
mistake, would never endure to have their error corrected, or
their information extended.

As your own experience attests to you this day, how diffi-
cult and how daring a thing it must have been in any age for
the better-informed, the wise, and the discerning few, to at.
tempt to stem the tide of popular prejudice, or to say nay to
falsehoods, however groes, to delusions, however monstrous
and mischievous: when once the propagating of those false-'
hoods, and the keeping up of those delusions, has become the
source of distinction and emolument to a selfish and a wicked
priesthood.

When you see with your own eyes, and witness with your
own observance, how savage a madness, how cruel and bitter
a spirit, your own protestant and dissenting clergy, the most
enlightened of the enlightened, and the most liberal of the
liberal, as they would be thought to be, do endeavour to excite
against any man who would attempt to make the world wiser
than it is convenient for their ignorance that it should be:
when you see the slanderous arts, the mean, the cowardly de-
famations, put forth fronrtheir lying boxes, where they know
that no man may answer them,—a meanness and a cowardice
which, in no other case, would man’s noble nature condescend
to—all, all, to protect their guilty craft—all to throw bars across
the path of knowledge,—all to evade discussion,—all to shirk
out from that collision of mind with mind, to which I challenge
them, and which alone can strike forth the sparks of genius,
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and light up the day of reason, among men. Were there one
priest or preacher in all this miserably priest-ridden metropo-
lis, only one of the thousand who warn their choused and
cheated congregations not to go to the Rotunda, who had
dared to trust himself or them to know what is going on at
the Rotunda: were there one of the thousands who affect to
treat our astronomical argument with scorn, who could show
that he had ever trusted himself so much as fairly to look at
that argument, I would say that man is honest. But sucha
man is not to be found in Israel.

The conscious felon shudders not more at the confusion that
threatens him in an impending cross-examination, than your
Christian Clergy shudder at discussion.

Every other argument against their system has, in some way
or other, well or ill, been answered—but never, never this.
Of this, as of the Ghost of Banguo, the flagrant demonstration
of their deep iniquity, they have only said,—they only can say, -
—*“Take any shape but that !”’

END OF THE THREE DISCOURSES ON THE STAR
OF BETHLEHEM.
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* In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wil-
derness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye ; for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.”’—MaTTHEW iii. 1, 2.

Jonn the Baptist! Jonn the Baptist!! How d’ye do,
Johnny? Where d’ye come from? Who are you when
you're at home? What d’ye mean by making ducks and
drakes of the people—by sousing them i’ the horse-pond ?
What d’ye mean by the kingdom of heaven being af hand #?

You’d a’told us, I suppose, that the kingdom of heaven
was in your breeches pocket, had you worn such a super-
fluous article of dress? But raiment of camel’s hair, and a
leathern girdle about your loins, is all you care for *the
pomps and vanities of this wicked world.”” By my honour,
Johnny, I do admire your piety: but I blush for your
modesty. .

“¢ In those days came John the Baptist.” And what days
were those! ** Preaching in the wilderness of Judea,” A
what wilderness was that ?

And if it was a wilderness that he was preaching in,
what sort of a congregation must he have “had, but the
squirrels, and the rabbits, and the monkeys, ®nd the chim-
panzes, and the ourang-outangs, and the wild beasts, and

VOL. I. D
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the wild men of the woods, and every thing that was wild 2
As- sure he must have looked wild enough himself, with
no shoes and stockings, and nothing else but an old mat of
camel’s hair, tied with a strap of leather, round his body :
and nothing to eat but wood-lice, grubs, and maggots, and
Jocusts, and wild honey; so that his very victuals were
wild. And, i’faith! if his doctrine was’nt quite as wild,
when he told the wild things to repent, *‘ because the king-
dom of heaven was at hand.” — God! if the kingdom of
heaven had been at foof, I dare say, the wild fellows would
have been wild enough to have kicked it like a bladder,
from one end of the wilderness to the other, till they had
kicked the king out of the kingdom: and so had had a
radical reform with a vengeance.

So it was well thought of by Johnny, to cool ’em down
a little bit, by dipping them i’ the water ; and when * they
begin to shiver, and they began to shake,” they’d most
likely began to repent, and bring forth all that Johnny was
preaching for, i. e. “fruits, meat for repentance.”” For he
must have wanted some fruit very badly ; but where the meat
was to come from, I ¢annot guess.

Did ye ever hear any thing so impious and wicked in
all your days? It is quite shocking, —it sets me all of
‘a twitter.

MOCK SERMON.
(Delivered in the style of the Reverend Doctor.)

And is this the way in which we are to treat the oracles
of Omnipotence, the law of everlasting truth, God’s most
holy word; whereby, however lightly we may affect to
treat it now, our souls will assuredly be judged at the last
day, and assigned to the eternal happiness of heaven, or to
have their portion with devils in the everlasting tor-
ments of hell-fire, according as we shall have believed
or dishelieved its solemn truths. And is this a subject for
levity and ridicule, my brethren? Is a profane joke, an
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impious sarcasm, a mere flash of wit, and exhibition of idle
buffoonery, to shut our eyes against the things that make
for our eternal peace; and to pervert our souls from the
faith of that divine Saviour, who came to seek and to save
that which was lost? And of all persons next to our blessed
Saviour himself, who would have thought that it would
have been that holy man, that self-denying personage,
John the Baptist, that would have been fixed on as the butt
of profane ridicule? That John the Baptist, who is so dis-
tinctly mentioned in the 18th book of the Jewish Anti-
quities of Josephus, the 17th chapter of that book, where
his whole history, and the circumstance of his having been
beheaded by the younger Herod, is related in such entire
accordance with the facts detailed in the Gospels, that to deny
or to doubt the reality of his existence, is to outrage all
principles of evidence, and to fly in the teeth of history, phi-
losophy, and reason, as well as of scripture.

And why should the testimony of Josephus, a Jew, and
an enemy to the Christian faith, as he is known to have been,
80 clear and explicit, so positive, and full to the proof as it is,
of the circumstances of the death of John the Baptist, leave
us in any doubt of the reality and actual occurence of his
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, resting as the credit of
that occurence does, on the authority of the inspired word of
God? “Forif we receive the witness of men, the witness of
God is greater.”” And that witness is, that this is He, who
was sent in fulfilment of that prophecy of the evangelical
prophet : ““ Behold I send my messenger, which shall prepare
thy way before thee : the voice of one crying in the wilder-~
ness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.”

That this man should enter on his divine embassy, with
such appearances of humility mortification, and self-denial,
as should show that his soul was set on higher objects than
the things of time and sense, that salvation was his end,
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heaven his home, and God his shield and his exceeding great
reward ; therefore came he baptizing with water unto
repentance, exhibiting, in his own abstemious diet, and
unostentatious apparel, the example of the humility he
taught :

The moss his bed, the cave his humble cell ;

His food, the fruits ; his drink, the chrystal well :

His life one constant scene of calm repose;

No pulse that riots, and no blood that glows.

‘Still as the sea, ere winds were taught to blow,

Or moving spirits bade the waters flow :

Remote'from man, with God he passed his days,

Prayer all his business ; all his pleasure—praise.

And was this a character to be held up to impious ridicule
and scorn ? this the man? this bright model of all that was
transcendant in goodness—all that was sublime in virtue—
all that was exalted in moral excellence, to be set up in
features of caricature and effigy? and desecrated by a vile
buffoonery of exhibition, as a butt for the hand of Scorn to
point its slow and unmoving finger at ?

Say, Christians, say, whether shall one be more astonished
at the impiety of feeling, the immorality of sentiment, the
obtuseness of understanding, or the depravity of heart, of
that unhappy man who would thus pour contempt on every
thing that is sacred, desecrate every thing that is holy, dash
the pure cup of a Saviour’s love from his untasting lip, and
‘wage wild war upon the God who made him? Gobble,
Gobble! Gobble, Gobble, Gobble!

END OF THE MOCK SERMON.

So, so! and with such a fetch as this, are we to be put off
the scent of curiosity, and te go home like good boys and girls,
from a very fine sermon, and never want to know any thing
more about John the Baptist?

How facile is it to be eloquent, where sound will do instead
of sense.
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How easy to be a very fine preacher, in a very fine chapel,
with very fine fools to preach to. And where, when the
minister happens to know no more about John the Baptist
than the pulpit, the congregation have no more wish to
know any thing more about him than the pews,

But here, I trust, we are curious creatures ; and though
Abomelique, with his blue beard, may lock up his blue
chamber, and guard it with ten thousand blue devils, we’ll
not be frightened from our criticism ; we’ll have a peep into
it, though hell itself shall gape and cry, “ Forbear!” We
have the word, the form of conjuration, the key of the mys-
tery ; [ will use it now, John the Baptist, I conjure thee,
by God, that thou appear—appear—appear !

¢ Be’est thou a spirit of health, or goblin damned,
Bring with thee airs from heaven, or blasts from hell ;
Be thy intents wicked or charitable, :
Thou comest in such a questionable shape,
That I will speak to thee.”

The pretended distinctive testimony of the historian Jose-
phus to the real existence of John the Baptist, vanishes in
a moment before the internal evidence of his derivation of
the story, from the very legends from which it has passed
into our Gospels. The authority is, therefore, no more a
distinctive or additional one, than an additional copy of the
New Testament would be an additional authority. Josephus
himself, evidently deriving the story from the Chaldean Be-
rosus, who describes an amphibious animal, under the very
name of Oannes, half a man and half a fish, who came out
of the Red Sea, and appeared in the neighbourhood of Baby-
lon, in the reign of Alorus, the first Chaldean king: who
preached to the first race of men all day, and every night
dipped back again into his native element, the sea,*—and thus
acquired the name of John the Dipper.

The authority, then, is one and the self-same in both:

oY

* Maurice’s History of Hindostan, vol. i. p, 418,
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and we are thrown back on the unsupported and unabetted
claims of the gospel story, merely, for all that can be adduced
for the existence of such a person as John the Baptist.

Now, if it shall appear from the unsophisticated, un-
strained text of sacred writ, taken in the most literal, ob-
vious, first sense and common sense, meaning of what is
called the original Greek, that no such person as John the
Baptist ever had a real existence : that the evangelists them«
selves (whoever they were) never meant a real personage,
nor had reference to any events that ever happened upon
earth.

If it should turn out that I can show you what it was that
they really did mean, and from whence it was that that,
their real meaning, was derived: I shall stand entitled to
your verdict, as triumphing in the challenge which I have
given to all the preachers of the gospel in this metropolis :
in that I charge them with being deceivers of the people:
inasmuch as that they are dunces, and I am not one: they
do not know the meaning of what they preach, and I do.

Now, then, to our business: now to the proof of this.
Give me but the measure"of attention which you owe to
learning—which you owe to your own characters as rational
beings, and let not Christian savages invade the rights of
man. And so withhold from me your conviction as long as
you possibly can do so. I willnot woo it from your courtesy,
nor win it from your favour; but I will make it mine, by
right of conquest.

“ In those days came Jokn the Baptist.”’ Mark, first, the
indication of an infinite indefiniteness and remoteness of
time; “in those days;”’ yes! there were giants in those
days; ““and it came to pass in those days,” as St. Luke
has it. Such is precisely the form of beginning the most
avowed and declared stories of witches, ghosts, or hob-
goblins. ““ Once upon a time:” in those days—that is not
in' those years, in those months, or in the reign of any
prince that ever reigned upon earth. But in the days of
Herod the King—as Christ is represented, in the 12th
chapter of this Gospel, as saying, “ From the days of Jokn
the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and the violent take it by force.’”” Where the phrase of,
« from the days of John the Baptist,” if it had any chronolo-
gical reference, could refer only to an infinitely remote anti-
quity, and be synonimous only with such a sense as, firom
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the beginning of the world, or from time immemorial, or, as [
shall show you, that from the days of John the Baptist—
that is, from the 24th and 25th of June, which most literally
are, the days of John the Baptist, which you will find
in the tropic of Cancer; from that point downwards, the
kingdom of heaven doth suffer violence. The days having
reached the longest at the 21st of June, the reign of the
tender Lamb of March, the harmless Bullock of April, and
the pretty Children of May, is no more; but the violent
Lion of July, the Snake in full chace after the Virgin of
August, the hydeous Python right over the Scales of Sep-
tember, the Worm that never dieth of October, the Blue
Devil of November, and all the other Sons of Violence, do
take the kingdom of heaven by force; they seem to pull
the Sun from his altitude lower and lower, till ““ dread
Winter spreads his latest gloom, and reigns tremendous
o’er the conquered year.” You will observe, too, that this
John the Baptist and his Baptism, could by no possibility
be brought within the associations of idea of any nation or
people who had been educated under such institutions as
those ascribed to Moses. They could not have even
imagined such an imagination as that of rendering them-
selves acceptable to the God of Moses, by setting aside the
iarly Mosaic institution, and substituting the inno-
cent folly of Baptism. A John Baptist could not possibly
have been a Jew, had there ever been such a nation as that.
of the Jews: which I shall hereafter show you, to an absolute
demonstration, that there never was: the name Jews,
Hebrews, Israelites, —like that of Freemasons among our-
selves, designating and meaning only those fanatics, of
whatever nation they might be, who had been initiated and
over,” or ‘“up” to the highest rank in the Greater
Mysteries of Eleusis, in Greece, or those of Isis, in Egypt;
and who considered themselves as our Freemasons at this -
day do, as ““a peculiar people, a holy nation,”” scattered
throughout the world.

Observe again. *In those days came John the Baptist ;"
but the Greek text has not the word that could be fairl
translated came., It is not wAf, but ecpayiveras whi
is am astronomical word, signifying in Latin adfuit—that is,
he became preseut,—he made his appearance.

Now, it is of the more consequence that no lil
should be taken with the sacred text, but that we should
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adhere to the most severe literality of it, as I invariably do ;
come what will on’t, for these twelve good reasons :—

1st. Because it is not said, and appears not to have been
known to this evangelist, where John the Baptist came from.
He had as good a right to tumble down from the moon,
the other had to tumble up again; as he was certainly
sent to prepare the way of the Lord, and to make his path
straight. . :

2d. Because his appearance was not that of a human
being. Yeu would not have taken him for a human being
bad you seen him himself.

3d. Because his food was not such as could have sus-
tained the life of any human being : and whether he came
from heaven or from hell, and supposing his meat was
nothing else but locusts and wild honey, he must have lived
in a continual purgatory.

4th, Because his dress wasn’t decent. -

5th. Because they said of him that he had a devil—tha
is, that the devil was in him.

6th. Because Jesus himself said of him, that he came
neither eating or drinking; and sure, if he could live
without eating and drinking, the devil was in him.

7th. Because Herod the Tetrarch said of him, that this
is John the Baptist, whom I _beheaded; he is risem from
the dead, and therefore mighty works do show forth them-
selves in him.

8th. Because Christ himself said,—and sure it is very
hard when Christians won’t take the word of their own
Saviour, and treat us as infidels for showing him more respect
than they do—Christ has said, and never said he any thing
more positive and solemnly—that this John the Baptist, as
they called him, really was none other than the prophet
Elijah come again, who, 900 years before, had been carried
up into heaven, in a chariot of fire, with horses of fire.
Which accounts for his keeping 8o near the water’s edge, in
order that if the chariot of fire, with horses of fire, should be
after him again, he might be ready to duck under, and so give
those red-hot race horses a chance to cool their metal ere
they could catch him. ’Tis strange, methinks, that one who
had certainly been to heaven once, should take such pains to
show us, that, rather than go back again, he’d be ready, to
drown himself.

9th. Because St. Luke says~~that he was in the deserts
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until the day of his showing unto Israel, where certain it is
that no man, woman, or child could possibly live.

10th. Because the same St. Luke explicitly says, that he
grew and waxed strong in spirit, ixpariovro rwuar—that is,
most literally, he lived upon the wind.

11th. Because, when Miss Herodias, the boarding-school
young lady at the Lord Mayor’s ball, had danced herself into
an ungenteel flusteration, and wanted something to drink,
she said, *“ Bring me here John Baptist’s head in a charger,”
and she and her mother drank it off between ’em. ‘Twas
monstrous cruel of them to serve John Baptist so. But I
believe John Barleycorn gets served every day quite as
cruelly ; and if they’d bring us kis head in a charger, there
are very few of us who wouldn’nt be ready to commit quite
as bloody execution on him. And sure it ill becomes them,
who eat and drink the body and blood of Christ, to turn up
their noses at a pint of John the Baptist.

12th. Because, when the question was fairly put to him,
and demanded as fair and explicit an answer—who art
thou ? and he confessed [and denied not, but confessed I am
not the Christ. And they asked him—what then art thou,
. Elias? And he saith I am not. God forgive him for giving
the lie so plumply to our blessed Saviour, who positively
declared that he was.  Art thou that prophet? And he
answered, n0. ‘Then said they, who art thou? What sayest
thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice! Yes: he was the
voice—~Vox et praterea nihil,—a voice, and nothing but a
voice. So now the mystery begins to clear up a bit. As
Jesus is expressly called the Word, and John the Voice, the
devil’s in’t, if the voice ahd the word are not first cousins, all
the world over. :

And now we can account for his being so fond of wild
honey ; for the doctors say that that’s the finest thing in
the world for the voice. And sure, sirs, it will never do for
Christians to accuse me of levity and earcasm for speaking
of a voice without a body, where their wholse system is
founded upon so very near a relation to the Foice without
a body, as is their Divine Logos, the Word, without a
meaning, :

A barbarous people—and never be it forgotten that all
the religion in the world is derived to us from barbarians
and savages,—could sincerely Klieve that they had some-
thing like sensible evidence of the real existence of a voice
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withont a body, when the echo of the priest’s voice, while
the priest himself remained unseen, peeled through the
wildernesses, and bowery alcoves of the gods, on their
affrighted ear.

And as the priests in all ages and countries were well

aware that ’twas the very secret life and charter of their
craft to let nobody speak but themselves, the echo of their
voice passed for the Deity himself. And thus, through
both our Old and New Testaments you will find that God,
who is often enough spoken of as the invisible God, is never
once spoken of as an inaudible God. He cannot be seen,
but he can always be heard. He has no body, parts or
passions, only he has the lungs of Stentor himself, He
doth send forth his voice : yea, and that his mighty voice.™ -
. For these twelve reasons, then, added to the reason which
runs through them all, the reason of common sense and
common honesty and truth, do I advocate, and myself
invariably adopt, the severest literality of translation, not
warping a syllable or an accent, either to the right or left,
on one side or the other, for any sense whatever. I follow
the throw-up of the very letter, whether it may seem to make
sel::: or nonsense, whether it lead me to heaven or t’other
place.
It is not, then, the correct reading, that John the Baptist
came preaching in the wilderness; but that he appeared,—
the term is not historical, but astronomical, He was in the
deserts, as Luke has it; but what brought him there? You
must luke again before you'll guess at it. He was in the
deserts until the day of his showing unto Israel.

It is not in the power of language to put an astronomical
enigma more astronomically, or for the solution of such an
enigma to be more distinct than this—the constellation
called John the Baptist is in the wilderness—that is, quite
lost and imperceivable to the eye, in the general wildness
and jumble of confusion which the starry heavens presents
to the illiterate and unscientific eye, which can make neither
head nor tail of them ; but falling into distinct method, and
most beautiful analogies, as soon as you shall have acquired
the art of grouping them into the figures which they repre-
sent, and looking for them in the seasons of the year, when
they appear above the horizon, then John is no longer in
the wilderness, but you will distinctly recognize him in the
Zodiac, at the season of his showing unto Israel, when he
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appears as the genius of the month Johnuary—Aquarius the
‘water-bearer, who comes baptizing with water, us piraroar,
to repentance, says our English rendering, but to animadver-
siom, is the meaning —that is, ¢o change .of mind—that is, to
put the mind up to the trick on’t, that this is not history, but
science; in the acquisition of which you will be able, very
soon, to solve every problem of the gospel; to read off from
the face of heaven the bright interpretation of its dark saivl-
ings ; to untangle all its confused mysteries; and in the
proud possession of the kernel of science you will trample
its husks and shells under your feet with a joy and liberty
of heart which science only can give. With this clue of
the whole science in our hand, let us catechise this John the
Baptist.

Now, my boy, what is your name ?—John. ,

Who gave you that name?—Why your old friend the
Angel Gabriel, when he appeared to my daddy the parson,
Zacharias, and said, *“ Fear not, Zachee, for thy wife Eliza+
beth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name
John.” But his mother’s neighbours and cousins said
unto her, ““ There is none of thy kindred that is called by
this name,”* And they said, as well they might, “ What
manner of child shall this be?”” And I should have been
quite as much pestered to think what manner of woman
old Betsy, his mother, was, had not the holy oracles of God,
in the 16th chapter of the gospel according to St. James,t
informed me that Elizabeth, hearing that her son John was
about to be searched for, took him and went up into the
mountains, and seeing a mountain that she took a particular
liking to, she groaned within herself, and said, * O mountain

® And what is the meaning of that name, John, by which none
of your kindred, race, or nation had ever been called before
Iwaymg. It discovers to us the three grand Ammonian radicals
~—I—ON. ES, the Sun, the Being, the Fire; the name of God,
the Sun—that is, of the Son in the sign of Aquarius, who pours
his stream of water into the mouth of the great Southern Fish:
and hence, became Jonas, swallowed by the fish, and the fish-God,
Oannes, of the Chaldeans, the Matsya Avater, or first incarnation
of Vishnu, in the form of a fish, of India, the Jonas of the
Pheenicians, the Twaymg of the Greeks, the Janus, the first of the
Great Gods of the Romans and the January, the first of the
Great months of the whole world.

+ Protevangelion—Apocryphal Gospel.
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tain &f thf I.&rd, receive the mothc;r with the child.” And
immediately the mountain, being, I dare say, p sharp
set, opened his mouth, and swallowed the old womt::ty and the
boy both at a bounce. . :

e old woman was completely digested; and nothing
more should we have heard of John the Baptist, but that it
pleased Almighty God that it should be so0; the mountain
was seized with labour-pangs, and St. John the Baptist was
born again.

The mere ceremony of baptism would never insure our
salvation, unless it be attended, as it was in the case of the
Baptist himself, with a death unto sin, and a new birth unto
righteousness; to which wonderful fact our holy church
alludes in her incantation for the 24th of June, which is the
festival of the nativity of John the Baptist. ¢ Almighty
God, by whose providence thy servant, John Baptist, was
wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of thy Son
our Saviour, by preaching of repentance.”

Now, sirs, for the solution of this repentance/ What
does it mean? I am sure that your clergy and preachers of
the gospel either don’t know, and are so the dunces and
ignoramuses which I suspect them of being; or, if they do,

ey are the very fiends of imposture and deceit,—that
palter with you in a double sense, keeping the word of pro.
mise to your ear, to break it to t{lour hope—Repentance,
Mirayoa, entire change of mind—that is, a coming to un.
derstand things in a wholly different way, the very reverse
and direct contrary in every respect from the notions you
had imbibed from your stupid nurses and your lying priests.
Mevasouss nyyixs yop  Bacihue 7av ovpaywy, are the words of
an astronomical mrophant delivered as the prologue to a
tragedy, of which the imagined scene was the heavenly
Jerusalem, of which the characters were, the Personified
Qenii of the twelve signs of the Zodiac; of which the plot
was, the representation of all the great phenomena of
nature, in the form of speeches in character, and the ideal
history of the birth, parentage, and education, trial, con-
viction, execution, last dying speech and confession of the
Sun, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead and buried, and all the rest on’t. Of which tragedy
the prologue is spoken by a fellow dressed -up after the
fashion of Jack Frost, with a pitcher of water under his
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arm, in camel’s hair, with a leathern girdle round his loins,
The prologue being the words of our text, Miravoure—that
is, animadvert ye, turn your minds now to the astronomical
signification, ¢ for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,”’—that is
this performance, which I have the honour of announcing
to you, is no matter of human history or of real occurrence
upon earth, but it is the kingdom of heaven in pantomime;
of which I, Jack Waterstone, am come to admonish you ;
and my cousin, who will perform the character of Jesus
Christ, will, I hope, go through the dying scene with such
effect as to ensure your future patronage, his benefit being
fixed for the 25th of December, and mine for the 24th or
June.

And sure enough, sirs, if you turn to the calender in
your cgrayer-books, or to your almanacks, you will find that
the church really has fixed the festival of the nativity of
John the Baptist on the 24th of June; from which day,
downwards to the decline of the year, the days grow con-
tinually shorter and shorter; while, from the 25th of
December upwards, they grow longer and longer; and you
have thus the key to that conundrum in the 1st of St. John’s
Gospel, where the infant Baptist, as the Genius of the 24th
of June, says of his cousin, the Infant Jesus, the Genius of
the 25th of December, * He must increase, but I must
decrease.”” And he actually does decrease, till nine weeks
and three days after—that is, the 29th of August, he gets
his head cut off by the line of the horizon: and that day
our church has fixed as the festival of the beheading of
John the Baptist.*®

And therefore, with most mythological aceuracy, is the
birth-day of John the Baptist fixed 8o near the Sun’s
highest point of ascension, because that point really is,
not merely figuratively, but physically, the mountain of
the Lord ; and John the Baptist, as we have seen, was, by
his second birth, the son of that self-same mouatain,

* John the Baptist is beheaded on the 29th of Auiust, because,
at the fourteenth hour and a half of that day, the bright star of
Aquarius rises in the calendar of Ptolemy, while the rest of his
body is below ; and as the direct adversary of Aquarius is Leo,
whom I have shewn to be none other than King Herod : so King
Herod, every 30th of August, at half after two in the mornin, 5,
annnally repeats the operation of cutting off John Baptist’s head.



62 THE DRVIL’S PULPIT,

Mountains, in all ages, not merely figuratively, but physi-
cally, being famous for giving birth to echoes; and what
was John the Baptist but an echo?—a voice, and nothing
but a voice, as we read in the 40th of Isaiah. The voice
said, cry ; and he said, what shall I cry? But I say, You
may cry what you please: but I shall cry, it’s no go !

ut observe, I pray ye, the great enucleation. The cha.
racter of priests, and of the priests of all religions, has
ever been the same, From the days of remotest ages, the
priests usurped to themselves the sole and exclusive right of
addressing public assemblies, and were the first theatrical
performers. A monopoly which you do see with your own
eyes, they would, if they could, still keep up : the most fanati-
cal and energetical of them not blushing to preach against
theatrical entertainments, and to warn their hearers not to go
to any other playhouses but their own.

Hence the first forms of religion were perfectly theatrical.
The first theatrical performances were tragedies, and the first
tragedy was the gospel. The first performers, or trage-
dians, were called vwoxpiras, or hypocrites—that is, persons
acting under a mask, and having an under sense and different
understanding to themselves, of the shows they exhibited to
the people.

Thus all our priests to this day are hypocrites, and all
the religion in the world is nothing but hypocrisy. Of this
fact you find the gospel itself bear witness, in that, Christ,
the manager of the strolling company, repeatedly addresses
the chief priests and preachers of his gospel, by their appro-
priate title : ye hypocrites—that is ye players, or gentlemen
of the buskin. The first plot or story of the tragedy, from
which its name Tpagov ﬂsn, the ode or incantation of the
Goat, is derived, was precisely what our gospel is found to
be,—an allegorical pantomime of the Sun’s annual passage
through the twelve signs of the Zodiac, by those who
reckoned the year to begin from the winter solstice, when
the Sun is in the sign of the Goat. While those who
reckoned the year as beginning at the Vernal Equinox;
when the Sun crosses the line of the Equator, and
appears in the sign of the Lamb, whose ancient Ammo-
nian name was Gad, which has become our English, God,
exhibited the same 7paywdn—tragedy, or spell of the Goat,
under the varied name, but not varied significancy of the
Gad’s spell, or God’s spell—that is, the ode or incantation
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of the Ram. The oldest written tragedy which has come
down to us, the Prometheus Desmotes of Zschylus, ad-
mitted to have been acted in the theatres of Greece, five
hundred years before our Christian era, presents us with
. precisely the same story—the story of a crucified God, and
opens with a precisely similar first scene. Scene, the
wilderness ; enter the demons of Force and Strength: to
them,Mercury, the messenger and forerunner of Jove ;

©ov05 WEV E5 THAOUPOY NXOMEY TECOY

Zxvbny 15 ospor 15 aBpotor egnpuicey.
At length, then, to the wide world’sextreme bounds,
To Scythia are we come—those pathléss wilds,
‘Where human footstep never marked the ground.

But where does our poor Johnny of the gospel pick us
his locusts and wild honey in ‘“ those pathless wilds, where
human footsteps never marked the ground?” Why, as
thus, sirs: in the ancient Arabic constructions of the
Zodiac, the Lion of July was depicted with a bee, which
the Arabs ingeniously call the honey-fly, flying into its
mouth; and John has to do in the New Covenant, what
his predecessor, Sampson, had done in the Old, to kill—
that is, to overcome, or come over the Lion. And so to
take the very victuals out of his mouth, which gives us the
real solution of Samson’s famous riddle ;: “ Out of the eater
came forth meat, and out of the strong came_forth sweetness.””

So there was the honey for him : and sure I need not ex-
plain to you how necessarily the honey that was torn out
of the throat of a wild beast would be—very, very, wild
honey: and there, is the locust enough for him, in the
Scorpion of October.

And why are all the Twelve Apostles spoken of as
twelve poor fishermen?—a scaly set of them I admit.—
But as you see, Aries is the first, the Fishes is the Twelfth
of them; and they are all of them eternally running after
the loaves and fishes, than which nothing can be more apos<
tolical. And why is it, that “all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus must suffer persecution?” But because, as
you see, they are all of them eternally running after one
another; and no sooner shall you see one of them getting
a little bit up in the world, but you shall observe another
rising in the horizon immediately under him, ready to give
him a summerset from his highest point of elevation, and pitch
him to the devil,
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And here, sirs, have we the solution of that astrono-
mical enigma, which has so puzzled the chuckle-headed
critics upon sacred writ, who are called commentators; but
whose brains, for all the wit that was ever in them, might
as well have been made of common potatoes.

“ Immediately after the tribulation of those days, shall
the Sun be darkened, and the Moon shall not give her
light, and the Stars shall fall from Heaven, and the powers
of the Heavens shall be shaken.” A catastrophe which we
actually witness at this day, as the natural result of the tribu-
lation, not of any persons that exist, or ever did exist, on earth ;
but the tribulation of those days, i. e. the days have been per-
secuting one another, so that our Sun is darkened; scarce a
moonlight night or twinkling star appears, to make us amends
for the chill, foggy day; and the very power of the heavens to
fertilise our earth again, seems to be brought in doubt. |But
* immediately after, the days shall be shortened,”” as on the
21st of December, they shall have reached the shortest ; *“ then
shall appear the sign of the Son of Man coming in the clouds
of heaven, with power and great brightness.”” As there you
see, immediately after the shortest day, emerges the constel-
lation of the Water-bearer, who is the Son of Man, the Baptist
of the Zodiac, with his sharp frosts eating up the grubs, and
larva of insects that might be fatal to incipient vegetation, and
pledging to our grateful faith the pleasing hope, that though
for a season ‘

————

Grim horror round our cottage reign, .
Yet Spring will come, and Nature smile again.

And sure, I may say, in the same sense as it was said by
the astrologue of the gospel, * there be some standing here
that shall not taste of death until all these things be fulfilled.”
“ Nay,”” he adds, with peculiar emphasis, * verily, I say unto
you, this generation shall not 5:8! away until all these things
bedone.” But done, such as things never were, nor could have
been in any other than that astronomical sense, in which they
are done every year of our lives. Which sense they who reject,
will find that they have as great miracles to work, to save their
Saviour, as ever their Saviour wrought, to save them. :

END OF THE DISCOURSE ON JOHN THE BAPTIST,
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« Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the Wildernoss to
. be tempted of the Devil.””—MATTHEW, iv. 1.

I'ae Devil he was! the Devil! and, says our holy church,
“ Lord, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to withstand
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the Devil ; and
with pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the only God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord Ammon ;”’ and twice in the
holy Litany,—*from the craft and assaults of the Devil,
good Lord deliver us;”” and “from all the deceits of the
world, the flesh, and the Devil, good Lord deliver us.”

VOL' I.
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So serious a bit of business—so right earnest a sort of an
affair—s0 real and so formidable a personage, have we all
been catechised to believe * our ghostly enemy to be. But
don’t be frightened, my brethren; don’t meettrouble half way.
For it may comfort ye to know, as very soon ye shall know, that
I have the honour of being somewhat better acquainted with
his Diabolical Majesty, than any public teacher or professor of
the diabolical art in this metropolis. My credentials have been
received at Court; my promotion has been duly gazetted ;
my titles are indisputable: I have been literally Aumted out
of the concealment, which my modesty would have preferred,
and must not now sink under the weight of so many blushing
honours, by squeamishly denying myself to be, e’en, as their
great wisdoms would have it so, Archbishop of Pandemonium,
Keeper of the Royal Conscience to his Majesty, the Devil, and
Primate of all Hell. But, “since they would buckle fortune
on my back,” * to bear her burthen, whether I would or not,””
‘¢ Satan doth know, as you may partly see,” ‘“how far I was
from the desire of this.” Since, then, I am in office, put on
me thus reluctantly, I trust I shall not sink in your good
opinion, from my zeal and diligence to serve my master
faithfully. And, sirs, if gratitude to God be the first virtue
that can adorn the character of a Christian, the first virtue
that can adorn the character of one favoured and honoured
as [ am, must be gratitude fo the Devil. And sure, sirs, it is
not unreasonable that I should call upon you as I do, on be-
half of * him, whose I am, and whom I serve,” to give the
Devil his due. For, let me tell you, my good Christian
hearers, that fair play’s a jewel, and will answer best in the
long reckoning, either with my master or with yeurs. You
need not make the Devil blacker than he s : nobody knows
what friends they may come to need. And I must tell ye ho-
nestly, that if *twere the will of my Royal Master to fetch
you to our Empire, it isn’t lamb’s blood ner holy water that
could save you. And, in such a case, a friend who might
speak a good word for you at court, is not to be despised.
But aye, say ye! God is stronger than the Devil. And are you
sure of that? Ask the Jew in the Garden of Gethsemane:
does Lama Sabacthani sound to thee like the cry of them
who shout for the victory ? Then write this posy on the ring
of thy remembrance :—
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Jockey of Norfolk, be not thou too bold,
Jesus thy master was bought and sold.

And as it for the pimps and parasites of Godhead to call
themselves ministers of the gospel of peace, and to pretend
that to them is committed the word of reconciliation, canting
out, with their superfluous nonsense, *“be ye reconciled to
God,” while they deny my better title to be considered as a
minister of reconciliation ; when I say—Be ye reconciled to
the Devil ; ye never had a quarrel with the other fellow. But
my master has been treated with the utmost indignity. Revile
not him, against whom even the Archangel Michael, when he
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring a railing
accusation. No; he durst not— for the best feather in his
archangelic wings he durst not—or my great master would,
like au eagle in & dovecot, have trussed him for his infernal
spit, and cast him down to our great kitchen fire. Revile not
him, whom your own scriptures expressly acknowledge to be
the God of this world. And whom should this world worship
but the God of this world ? “the spirit which now ruleth in
the children of disobedience:” and I can tell you of the
children of disobedience, that there’s a devilish large family
of ’em. But had ye seen my master’s royal court, as [ have
seen it, and can show it you, how would your admiration teach
ye to scorn the state and pomp of earthly sovereigns, were—

o Htlfl:. ona throne of royal state, which far
Outshone the wealth of Ormus or of Ind ;

Or where the gorgeous east, with richest hand,
Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold,
Satan exalted sat. E’en he

Who led the embattled Seraphine to arms,
Under his conduct, and in dreadful deeps,
Fearless, endangered heaven’s perpetual king,
And shook his throne : what, tho’ the field was lost,
All was not lost, the unconquerable will, .
And study of revenge, immortal hate,

And courage never to submit nor yield:

And what is more, not to be overcome,

This glory never ¢ould his wrath or might
Extort from us.”
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I enter thus, in medias res, into the midst of the subject at
once, because so does the text I treat; where you should
observe a fact, which should never escape your critical re-
membrance, that the Devil, where he is first mentioned in
the New Testament—for he is never once mentioned by that
name, in the singular namber, in the Old—is introduced to
us as an absolutely old acquaintance, with a familiarity as
gross as if the Evangelist had calculated that the idea of the
Devil would come as natural to us as folly to a fool ; as if
we should not. be astonished, should not want to know who
the Devil was, but be ready at once to accost him, as our
country cousin, with a—Ah! how d’ye do, Devil ; you come
to town ? How did you leave our friends in the low countries ?
Or, as if the Devil himself needed no further introduction to
us, than at once to bounce in upon us, like Paul Pry, with
his “I hope I do not intrude. Know ye not me? Not to
know me, argues yourselves unknown.” A proof this, than
which imagination could conceive no clearer, that the gospel
h&s no claim to be called a revelation; that it has no cha-
racter of originality : no feature of any thing that was new
to the ideas of men ; that it was not written, and by no pos-
sibility could have been written, till as many ages as you please,
after all the follies and superstitions of which it treats were
deeply and ineradicably rooted in men’s minds, and their priests
had thoroughly played the devil with them. Faith may dream
what itywill of the originality of these writings; but this is
internal evidence, that they could not possibly be original.
Written whenever they were, the story was up before. If I
were to name an evidence stronger than any other of the
necessarily demoralising, depraving, and vitiating tendency
of this devilish gospel, I would point to its soul-debusing,
honour-killing influenee on the minds of those who call
themselves Unitarian Christians, and Free-thinking Chris-
tians ; who are for pretending to be Christians still, after
finding out that the Devil, upon whom the whole Christian
dactrine is entirely founded, is a purely imaginary being;
that, in reality, there is no Devil ; that there never was any ;
and thatall the positive doclarations of Scripture, that seem
to speak of the existence of such a personage, are allegorical,
metaphorical, anazogical, oratorical, rhapsodical, categorical,
and all the other ory-gorizals, that mean, in plain Englieh,
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they are downright lies. But there is no part of the gospel
story related with greater appearance of historical truth and
narrative simplicity than this of the temptation of Christ.
The pretence, then, that it occurred only in a vision; all
this appearance of historical truth and narrative simplicity,
notwithstanding, is a pretence, that when advanced by men
who profess and call themselves Christians, only serves to
show what unprincipled and dishonest men their Christianity
bas made of them. .

For sure, sirs, to maintain that this portion of the gospel
was visionary, while any other part of it was real, is nothing
more nor less than to make it historical or visionary, at your
own option,—to make of it anose of wax, and mould it to
the fashion of your fancy.

The holy church, throughout all the world, has ever
received the temptation of Christ as a real event (and I
am sure it is so) as his crucifixion, and so much more im-
portant than ¢hat, that while it requires us to keep but one
day’s fast in commemoration of his death, it enjoins a forty-
day’s abstinence in commemoration of his temptation ; and
would have us expect our eternal salvation, not more from
the merit of his precious death and burial, or from his
glorious resurrection and ascension, than from his baptism,
fasting, and temptation. As in the form of incantation, for
the first Sunday in Lent are thesg words +—¢“Q0Q Lord, who,
for our sakés, did fast forty days and forty nights;” and
““ when he had fusted forty days and forty nights,” says our
text, < he was afterwards an hungered.””  But sure that was a
miracle that any of us could have beaten ; for if you or I had

fasted twice as long, we should not have been afterwards
bungry : we could have kept it up to all eternity.

But observe, I pray, (what Christians never observe), the
strict letter of the text, to the very letter of it, and we shail
see the wonder it envolves. ¢ Then was Jesus led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness.” Then! why then? There can
beno sense in THEN, but as it has a reference to 8 WHEN;
and that when, you will find, as immediately after John the
Baptist (whose astronomical characteristics I have lately so
fully explained) had poured his water upon him, and “Lo!
the Heavens were opened upon him.” Then, when he had
been baptized, when he had been born of Water and of the
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Spirit, when he had the witness of God’s Spirit with his Spirit,
that he was a truly'regenerateiperson ; then, and not till then,
was he full ripe for the devil.

And observe again, my master hasn’t to go straggling about
to fetck his pupils. The Holy Ghost brings ’em to him.
Jesus was led by the Spirit—whether he was led by the
hand, like St. Paul, or lugged by the ear like Ezekiel, or
like all other good Christians, led by the nose—the note for
our observar»: is, that he” was led up into the wilder-
ness, ewmyfn—uP; why not xarnyfn—down in the wilder-
ness? Where was this wilderness, that the phrase should
always be up into the wildeiess; and, as St. Mark’s Gospel
has it, “ ke was with the wild beasts.”” And what wild beasts
were they, which were with him up in the wilderness?
Anon will I show you the whole menagerie. * And when the
tempter came to him’’—that is, more astronomically, when
he came to the tempter—that is, to my master—for he is a
very tempting gentleman, I assure you. My master called
on him for something like Christian evidence, and gave him
- the fairest and most honourable challenge, to make good his
pretensions.—* Will God suffer his son to be hungry?”’ “If
thou beest the Son of God, command that these stones be
made bread.” But he could command no such thing, and
so shirks us off with a Methodist-parson text of Scripture.
+« It iswritten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of ‘the mouth of God.” *

So you see, Christian, how soon my master could make
your master eat his words. Then the Devil taketh him up
into the Holy City. * The Holy City,” where is that?
Observe ye, every thing that is holy is devilish ; it belongs
to my master—the temple itself is his. He setteth Jesus
on a pinnacle of it, and willing to try whether he dared
work a disinterested miracle, he saith unto him, “If thou
be the Son of God, cast thyself down; for it is written, he
shall give his angels charge concerning thee, and in their
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy
Joot against a stone.”” But there poor Jesus was content to
sit, till my good master, perceiving from the nonsense he
was talking, that his brain was beginning to swim, in pity
to his danger, tock him dewn, and saved your Saviour.
What should have hindere¢ sirs, had my dread Sover *
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been the malignant being you have been scandalously taught
to think him, and had feared a rival in the Galilean {oy,but
that ke should have seized the young usurper by the nape of
the neck, with the gripe of Hercules on Anteus, and dashed
him off with a “ Down, down to Hell, and say I sent thee
thither ?”

But was it so0? No, nothing the like of it. And with
your Christian justice, as if to show (what is indeed the
truth) that a thorough Christian never knew what justice
meant, you have charged my sovereign lord with every vice
that you could think of, while you cannot prove against
him a single imperfection. Is ke the jealous God that
would visit the sins of the fathers upon the children?
Is ke the child-killer? Must he have bloody sacrifices to
propitiate his own irritable temper? No! with loving
kindness not to be surpassed, with generosity not to be
equalled, he takes me his hungry pupil, and, as Milton
(who was certainly inspired, if ever man was) expressly as-
sures us, set before him a banquet, compared to which, the
intended feast at Guildhall would have been but a banyan
day.

A table richly spread in regal mode,

With dishes piled, and meats of noblest sort,
And savour, fowl, and game,

In pastry built, or from the spit, or boiled.

All fish from sea or shore,

Freshlet or purling brook, of shell or fin,

And exquisitest name, for which was drained
Pontus and Lucrene Bay, and Afric coast :
And at a stately sideboard by, the wine,

That fragrant smell diffused, in order stood,
With fruits and flowers from Amalthea’s horn;
And ladies of th’ Hesperides, more fair

Than thought could think, or love could wish them fair.”

¢« This was no dream,” says Milton; while our own most
distinguished Bishop of London has translated, from the
Greek of Prodicus, the words of the tempter, which our
more frigid gospel has left our imaginations to supply. My
master said :—
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¢ Now, will I give thee all thy soul’s desire
All that can charm thine ear, and please thy sight,
All that thy thought can frame, or wish desire ;
- To steep thy ravished senses in delight
The sumptuous feast, enhanced with music’s sound,
Fittest to tune the melting soul to love.
Rich odours, breathing choicest sweets around
The fragrant bow’r, cool fountain, shady grove ;
Fresh flowers to strew thy couch, and crown thy head :
Joy shall attend thy steps, and ease shall smooth thy bed.”

O, what a tempting, lovely tempting Devil! wno could
withstand him? And is there any thing in all Jehovah’s
Heaven to match the glories and felicities of our Pande-
monium? And will ye still continue to revile my blessed
master, my God and Saviour—my imperial sovereign, the
Devil! will:ye still dare to call him by such degrading names
as ““ Old Scratch,” *“ Old Harry,” “ Old Nick,” the “ Old
Boy,” and the * Old One!”” who, had he been capable of
growing old, and owed a debt to mature, must long ago have
paidit. But ah, no!

‘ The Stars shall fade away, the Sun himself
Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years;
But he shall flourish in immortal youth,

Unhurt amidst the war of elements,
The wreck of matter, and the crush of worlds.”

Say ye that my master hath a cloven foot; and taunt ye
both him and me with your evangelical gibe? ‘“How beau-
tiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel?” Then
let them that preach the gospel accept the noble challenge
which I have given them, to undertake its defence, on terms
of fair and free discussion. Let them come and stand foot
to foot with me, and see how soon they should find them-
selves de-feeted. For, by my master’s honour, in the so-
lution of that enigma, would I convict them of being as iig-
norant of the real meaning of the gospel, as if they didn't
know great A from a bull’s foot. ,

But as a mistake in a matter which concerns your soles
may be a very serious matter at the lasf:—to the law and
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to the testimony! and judge for yourselves, whether the
cloven foot belong to my master, or to yours. When your
prophet Ezekiel, describing the person of God himself, says,
that “his legs were straight legs, but the sole of his foot
was the sole of a calf’s foot;” and, in Dr. Parkhurst’s
Hebrew and Greek Lexicons, may you see the Cherubim of
Glory, shadowing the Mercy Seat of Yahou, with four heads
a-piece, but only one leg: all heavenly minded creatures,
being as headstrong as you please, but devilish weak i’ th’
understanding.

But, an’ if a cloven foof were such disparagement, what
say ye to your own gpostles, with their cloven fongues, of
which the only conceivable use must have been, to speak
double with, to say one thing and mean another; of which
I have heard my honourable master say, in the language of
Pandemonium—

ExBpos yap pos’xeivos ouws Asudaio wurneLy
Og x€ epsy ey xules v Ppearas @A 3 szu.

““The man who one thing thinks, and can another tell,
My soul abhors him as the gates of hell.”

Your master could indeed bestow the gift of tongues, and
your clergy have it most copiously; but mine alone could
serve you up the tongue with -brain sauce to it. But if you
be not satisfied with my ministry, as the ambassador of his
Satanic Majesty, I’ll fetch my master himself. By process.
of magical incantation I’ll raise the Devil; and you shall
take his measure for a pair of shoes. .

The last scene of the temptation of the Son of God was an
after-dinner scene, and is more explicitly and circumstan-
tially related by the Holy Evangelist :— Again the Devil
taketh him up tnto an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth
him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them in e
moment of time ; and saith unto him, ¢ All these things will 1
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.’” Where-
upon the Galilean, with an imgudence and ingratitude whick
showed the manners of one who had been born in a stable,
turns me a particular part of his person on my divine
master, and says-—< Get thee behind me, Satam; for it is
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written, Tuovu shalt worship the Lord thy God.” St. Luke
closes the story with the curious words, “ And when the Devil
had ended all the temptation he departed from him for &
.season.”

For a season! Yes, for a season. For, be sure on’t my
‘master will not be insulted with impunity ; he’ll settle with
him for this; he’ll meet him at Gethsemane; he’ll pay off
the whole score ; he’ll nail him for it.

For though my master ““ be not choleric nor warm, yet has
he something dangerous about him, which let your prudence
fear.” St. Matthew concludes his narrative with merely
saying, ¢ Then the Devil leaveth him, and behold angels came
end ministered unto him.”’

So where the Devil left him I shall leave him too, only
commending to your observance how accurately the analogy
is adhered to; which, wherever Satan is mentioned, either
in the Old or New Testament, invests him with a character
of superior dignity and greatness. How respectfully do
those angels and ministers of grace keep their distance from
the royal presence, and leave the Son of God to starve, till it
be my master’s sovereign pleasure to let him eat.

And I must remind ye, sirs, on behalf of my sovereign,
that however disrespectfully ye may have learned, and accus-
tomed yourselves to speak and think of his Serene Highness,
ye have learned no such lesson, nor could fairly have drawn
any such inference, either from your Old or New Testament.

The moral character of Satan is wholly unexceptionable.
For though it be once said, on wholly exparte evidence, that
“he was a liar from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth :” and that he was the father qf lies,* which I admit
him to have been, to his immortal honour, as I shall show
’tis a charge of which the sound alone has struck your ear,
while your understanding is innocent of the meaning.

Physically we acknowledge, morally we deny, the charge.
The father of aberrations, who, from the beginning, slipt
out of the Zodiac, and with his tail drew after him a third
part of the stars of Heaven, was as pure from any moral

* Avbgwmoxtoros ny am® apxws, ot Yevorns eors. John viit. 44.
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defect, in that physical obloquy, as tne Sun's disc frora dark
ness, 4 And though my great master be called the tempter,
who tempted Job, and tempted David, and the Son of David,
yet methinks ’tis rather disgracious of “* they upon the ad-
verse faction,” to represent that as a disparagement in my
Sovereign, which they account the distinguishing perfection
of theirs, who is the great universal tempter, who has sent
the whole human race into a state of temptation and trial.
And if it be the Devil alone who can possibly tempt man-
kind, who is it that the Christian is addressing when he says,

¢ Our Father—lead us not into temptation ?*’

And are you so dead sure on’t, that your minds are under
the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit, in being led to hear your
gospel ministers, when your gospel itself so positively shows
you, that if you were led by the Spirit, it would not be to
church or chapel that you would be led, but to the Rotunda,
The spirit of truth would lead you in the pursuit of it, not to
go again and again—to where you were in the habit of going,
but to where you had never been before ; and you would be
as willing to embrace it, whether it came from Heaven or
Hell, from the Devil’s bishop, or from the Devil himself.

Though the Devil be called an Accuser, and take his names
of the Adversary, and AiaGonos, from the circumstance of his
accusing the brethren, day and night, before God : yet, be it
observed, he is never called agfalse accuser. -And, to an
innocent mind, an accuser is not an enemy. It is the wicked,
the guilty,” the criminous alone, who have cause to fear an
accuser.

But take all the names and titles of this diabolical majesty
that you can find, from the first of Genesis to the last or
Revelation, and I defy your proof of ome, whose literal
meaning or significancy implies any such sense *of moral
wickedness as you have imagined, or which does not imply,
and directly lead the mind to that astronomical solution
which my previous lectures prepare ye to anticipate. ‘‘That
old serpent, which is called the Devil and Satan,” says St.
fohn.

From the fact of the Serpenf, representing in hieroglyph
all the great theories of astronomical science—the serpent
became the great emblem -of the Supreme Being. Take aa
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his other glorious names in conjunction with that of Safan,
and the difficulty will be to hide yourselves from the broad
glare of light, and to resist the conviction which I flash upon
0;11. Is he not Lucifer, that name signifying the bearer of
ight?

- -
Is he not Belzebub, Lord of the Scorpion ; l ‘-{

Is he not Belial, 52 Baali-Al, Lord of the Opposite ;
Baal Berith, Lord of the Covenant;

Baal Peor, Lord of the Opening ;

Baal Zephon, Lord of the North;

Baal Perazim, Lord of the Divisions;

Baal Samen, Lord of Heaven; |
Baal Aiten, the Lord Almighty; .3 ui»én,
Baal Moloch, the Lord—the King?

In all varieties and modifications of the name of the Ser-
pent, the Hebrew wm) nacash, a Serpent, the Greek Apaxwr,
a Dragon, or O@us, a Snake, or Basilisk, the Royal Serpent—
the radical idea is the attribute of a peculiar acuteness of
sight, and hence its reference to the all-seeing Sum, so ad-
dressed by Homer—

HeAsos o5 vy’ eQopa xes Tyt ewzxoves.
The Sun, who sees and hears all things.

‘Which hath, in Hebrew, saith St. John, his name Abaddon—
that is, AB—ap—oN, literally, the Father, the Lord, the
Being; but in Greek, Apollyon —that is Apollo; and
Sabaras, the adverse king, in our own Greek Testaments ;
which is a slight variation from the Hebrew, wo Satken,
which first occurs in 1 Chron. xxi. 1, where are the words
e Sy o yum, Ve yomed Shethn ol Yesroile, which is a
direct repetition of 2 Samuel xxiv.; in which this act of
Satan is expressly ascribed to Yahou,— thus proving that
Jehovah and Satan, God and the Devil, are really one and the
self-same imaginary being.

And in the ancient Pheenician tongue, which those first
navigators to this country left as a relic to their supersti-
tion, he acquired the name of the Deuce, from whence the
Romans bosrowed their La in word, the Deus, and paid us
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back, the Deil. And this is the true history and origin of
the Devil,

Now, sirs! be it your mind to perpend this ical in-
cantation, and in alzoment will I confirm my lttil:‘lgl of the
El)evil;; Chaplain, by calling up my master to ratify my cre-

entials,

What oh, Satan! Belzebub! Baal Peor! Belial! Lucifer !
Abaddon! Apollyon! thou King of the bottomless pit, thou
King of Scorpions, having stings in their tails, to whom it
is given to hurt the earth for five months—Appear !—appear!
(touching the globe). Well, He appeaRs! and, behold,
Satan himself is transformed into an Angel of Light. He
who was in the bottomless pit; but anon, by this semi-rota-
tion of the globe, the representation of the Earth’s half
circuit round the Sun, is now become Lord of the Ascendant,
and appears in the Zenith. )

“And no marvel,” says that cloven-tongued and double-
meaning magician, the Apostolic Chief of Sinners; and no
marvel, indeed ; for these transformations of Satan' into
Christ, and of Christ back again into Satan, are as natural
and as regular as the succession of summer and winter, day
and night,

The marvel on’t is, that men who have their eyes opea
enough in other respects, would be so wilfully blind, and
80 madly stupid in matters of religion, as to take fright and
run away, as if a Devil indeed were pursuing them, from the
man, who offers them science in the place of fanaticism,—
evidence, demonstration, and truth, in the place of fable, faith,
and falsehood,

If one or two, or only a few analogies were found between
the gospel narrative and  the visible phenomena of the starry
heavens, they might be referred to the vague indefiniteness
of curious coincidence; and the gospel, in its broad lines of
detail, be considered as historically true, notwithstanding.
But when all is coincidence from beginning to end, when
the analogy breaks not down in one single point,—to en-
tertain a doubt of the only inference resulting, or to imagine
that the gospel could possibly be true, is possible omly to
that innocent idiotcy of understanding, that could imagine

t the Moon was made of a green cheese, or to that priestly
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villainy of the heart, that would swear that it was so, to serve
its vile priestly craft.

And observe ye, sirs, I pray, the majesty, the grandeur of
truth. Our method of interpreting the sacred Scriptures,
leaves us in no difficulty,’ drives us on no subterfuges. We
are not put to the juggling Unitarian artific~:, of picking and
culling, rejecting passages: which we don’t lik<; swallowing
the camel, and choking at his tail ; but all goes down with us;
and from those very difficulties, in their very grossest form,
which Unitarian craft would so craftily evade, bring we forth
the richer array of evidence, and the brighter refulgence of
truth. Neither are we put to it, to shelter ignorance, under
the bull-hide shield of sanctified insanity, or the canting inso-
lence of those three parts, idiots, and nine parts, knaves, who,
when they could not for the_ life of ’em say a sensible thing,
nor tell us the" derivation ofta single- word of the shovelfuls
they heap on us, are for quitting scores, by Mother Cole’s
reckoning, “ What wil’ Yoecome af your soul when you die ¥
You’ll think very differently when you come to lie on a dying
bed. Think on the deaths of Foltaire, and Tom Paine, and
Row-Shew, where are they now? Why, where you’ll be,
perhaps, before a fortnight’s over your head, lifting up your
eyes in Hell, and azing for a drop of water to, squench your
burning tongue!”’

Thus would usurping idiotcy insult the face,of science, and
barbarous ignorance tread on the neck ofs learning.

And thus it was, sirs, that from a dire necessity of pro-
tecting themselves from the squeeling savages of salvation,—
whose ferocious dispositions would be satisfied with nothing
but tales of horror, a murdered God, a crucified Saviour,
and a red-hot blazing Hell,—the first men of science were
driven into dissimulation, and obliged to hide the bright
pearl of astronomical knowledge under the thick veils of
gospel allegory. And this is the true history and origin of
the gospel.

We forgive, we pity, yea, wg may admire, the policy wnich
a dire necessity forced upon those who had the start in the
march of intellect before the general mind was stirring.
Their writings would not have come down to us at all, the
rich treasures of their collective wisdom would have been



THE DEVIL’S PULPIT. 79

despoiled, unless their value and their splendour had been
concealed under the allegorical veil. They had something
that they could teach: they taught it, not perhaps as they
would, but as it would be endured,—passing the word of truth
through the ruffian hands of the all-believing multitude,
under the protecting shell of miracle and fiction, upon the
principle which themselves avow—** None of the wicked shall
understand, but the wise shall underst

But not 80 is it with the priests of the present day: with
the Protestant priests, even with the most enlightened jof
our dissenting clergy,—Unitarian ministers and lecturers on
the evidences of the Christian religion, in this priest-ridden
metropolis—in this, the nineteenth century; who, instead of
being beforehand with the world in the progress of know-
ledge, hang like a dead weight upon the wings of Science,
and are the greatest obstacles to human improvement that
the world ever had to contend with.

Estimating the power of priestcraft, as it only can be
estimated, by the quantity of intellect over which it prevails,
surely we have proof that that power was never so great as
in the present age, when it is no longer children and savages,
but men in stature, and intelligent men in every thing else,
who tremble at the Fex, FAW, ¥I, Fum, of the nursery, and
dare not trust themselves to go to any school where thereis a
possibility that they may learn more than is to be learned in
the Gospel Shop.

END OF THE FIRST DISCOURSE ON RAISING THE DEVIL,
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“ Then was Jesus led up of Spmt into the Wilderness, to
be tempted of the Deml —MATTHEW iv. 1.

Bring me up, Sirs, the benefit of your remembrance of the
great discoveries we have made in the stable of Bethlehem,
where I showed you the Infant Jesus in the precise position of
Jupiter, in the stable of Augias, suckled by a Goat.

That Capricornus, the Goat of December, rendering over
bis charge to Agquarius, the Water-bearer—that is, the John
the Baptist of January ; John must unbind the frosts of winter,
and, with descending rains, must baptize the God or Day, ere
be can enter fully on his ministry, as he saith in character,
“Suffer it to be so mow, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness” —that is, thus must we observe the most accurate
atronomical analogies, and make our magical spell a perfect
diagram of the visible Heavens.” And, therefore, says John the
Baptist, « that he might be made manifest to Israel”—that is,

that the sun might come to shine forth in the Zodiac, * came I
VOL. I. ¥
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baptizing with water.” And thus, again, in character, our
genius of the month of Johnuary, seeing Jesus at a distance—
that is, at a month’s distance, in Aries, the Ram of March, he
exclaims,  Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the Sin
of the World ;” that is, that rectifying the unevenness of day
and night of the Zodiac, which, in astronomical language, is
the World, and gives an equal length of day and night to the
whole earth : o aipwy Twv auaxpriar Tov xoouov. Why, Sirs,
it is a sarcasm and a pun on language, to suppose an allusion to
such idiotcy as the conceit of taking away the criminality of the
crimes of men. From which analogy, the world—that is, all
the constellations which make up the great circle of the Heavens,
are astronomically allegorized as paying him their adorations in
that sublime mysticity. This is his name, whereby he shall be
called the Lorp our RicHreousNess., But how can he be
brought into the world, or be led up into that wilderness, or
jumble of confusion, which the starry canopy of Heaven pre-
sents to the untutored eye ?

How, but by the Spirit ? that Holy Gust, that rushing mighty
wind, which is necessarily ¢ not made, nor created, nor begotten,
but proceeding,” eternally and necessarily proceeding from the
rapid and eternal motion of the whole solar system, ¢ wheeling
unshaken through the void immense,” with a velocity that beg-
gars all power of numbers :

Solate descried by Herschel’s piercing sight,
Hang the bright squadrons of the twinkling night ;
Ten thousand marshall’d Stars—a silver Zone,
Effuse their blended radiance round her throne ;
Suns call to Suns in lucid orbs conspire,

And light exterior worlds with golden fire.

And what must that allegorical nonentity, whose lowest
position was the stable of his nativity in the sign of Capricornus,
the Goat, immediately after having been baptized by Aguarius,
the Water-bearer, necessarily have to pass through, before he
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can enter upon his ministry, and come at what all the gospel
ministers are marching after, the Mutton of March, and the
Beef of April? Why ! he must live upon fish; and there they
are for him, in the pavilion of February, extending their scaly
influence, more or less, over forty days and forty nights, during
which, poor Jesus is in the plight of, “ out of work, and notlung
coming in.’

He has all that idle time upon his hands, and (the proverb’s
somewhat musty), but when my master finds a man idle, he ge-
nerally sets him to work.

He was very low spirited ; and so, like all other low-spirited
fellows, he was preparing to enter upon the ministry. And as,
of course, he would want a private tutor for that business, he
put himself to school to the Devil.

How rough and unseemly, Sirs, are these husks and shells
on which the swine do feed; how rich the pearls of science,
for the throwing of a few of which, before the Christian herd,
the Christian clergy, have read to me the sentence of my fate,
“God shall suddenly shoot at me with a swift arrow, that I
shall be wounded. O, how suddenly shall I consume, perish,
and come to a fearful end !” I know it! I know it! I know it
will be so! But be my epitaph—*‘ The man who loved TRUTH
more than he feared death! and hated Christianity more than
he loved life.” )

But your minds once awakened from the drunken dream of
faith to the sober realities of reason, will run with a rapidity
faster than demonstration can keep up with you, through the
solution of the astronomical riddles of the labours of the Sun,
which constitute the whole substantive sense, and original and
entire meaning,—alike of the Pagan, Jewish, and Christian
mythology : alike of the Shasters, Vedas, and Pouranas of the
east, and of both the Old and New Testaments of our occidental
world.

And why are those most beautiful, incomparably beautiful
and sublime compositions, which you call the Psalms of



84 THE DEVIL’'S PULPIT.

David,* divided into thirty or thirty-one portions, to be in-
chanted morning and evening, for every day of the month,
through the twelve months of the year. But, because they are
indeed the songs of Zion,t—i. e. of the Zodiac, detailing in
mystic allegories all the grand vicissitudes of the year, the joys
and sorrows, dejections, and elevations, conflicts and victories
of the ¢rue David, the Sun: who is despairing in winter;
hoping in spring, triumphing in summer, and dejected in
autumn. And, according to the predicaments of his physical
phenomena, himself addresses, or is addressed, in the beautiful
adaptations of the allegory.

Who then, in this congruity, must necessarily be at once
his guide and tutor, and yet his constant adversary ; but the
adverse sign, the AizfBoros—that is, the diametrically opposite
sign, the Devil, who is up, when he is down ; and down, when
he is up : who, therefore, in allegorical language, tempts him,
through the wilderness—i. e., goes before him, through the
signs of the Zodiac. And having led him to the top of that
exceeding high mountain—that is, the Sun’s highest point of
ascension, the tropic of Cancer, the 21st of June, whose Hebrew
name is Thomas, the very name you will observe of him among
the twelve apostles, who was a crabbed incredulous fellow,
and had more than half a mind to-go back again. He ad-
dresses him in that accurately astronomical problem—¢ 4l
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.’}

And from that point, he astronomically does, and allegori-
cally did, fall down and worship him—that is, comes down
from his height of ascension, in succession, after the Devil;
who, having been the leader, and so, seemed to go before, and

nrobant R

1 Tavra wara oo dwow, TWETWY TYOTRYINGNG [A043
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drag and pull Christ up to that point, immediately after be-
comes the follower, and receives that astronomical rebuke :
“Ger THEE behind me, Satan,” with that astronomical ex-
planation of it—¢ For it is written”—that is, it is according
to the everlasting law of the heavenly bodies—‘ Thou shalt
worship,”—that is, thou, the adverse sign, shalt follow or come
after the Lord thy God—that is, as I have so abundantly ex-
plained—thou shalt follow after the constellation of the Ram,
which literally was, and eternally is, the Lord Gad of Israel.

Nor will you ever be confused in this science, if you will but
remember this simple axiom, that as there are three persons in
the Godhead, so there are three persons in the Devilhead ;
the Hydra, extending over the three signs of Cancer, Leo, and
Virgo, is the Devil. The Dragon, that persecutes the Virgin, is
the Devil; and the Whale, that persecutes the Lamb, is the
Devil ; yet are they not three Devils, but one Devil : the moral
character of Satan being nothing more than a picture of the
physical phenomena of these three constellations.

And the creed of Saint Athanasius, or the Athanasian, or
immortal creed, through all the conundrums and apparent
contradictions of its theological system,is & most beautiful
and scientific exhibition of the grand paradoxes of the Zodiac.
Thus God becomes man, when the Sun of the Vernal Equinox,
in the Lans of March, becomes the Sun of the Autumnal
Equinox, about the 29th of September, which is the day of
the Archangel Michael. And Christians, without knowing the
physical meaning of their belief, have universally believed that
Saint MicnakL, the Archangel, whose name they translate
a8 signifying equal with God, was none other than God him-
self. Michaelmes-day being exactly the same length as Lady-
day, and the Sun of the 29th of September, most literally is
the same Sun as the Sun of the tribe of Gad, in the 25th of
March, as God and man is one Christ. In the ancient Persic
Projection of the sphere, the genius of the autumnal equinox
was represented as a fierce warrior, holding a pair of scales in
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his hands, in signification of his astronomical character, as that
Just One, which is one of the titles of kim that was crucified.
And the Archangel Michael is represented aswarring with Satan,
on the altar-piece of Trinity College, Cambridge, precisely as
the Head of the Serpent appears to be pulled down by the genius
of the Scales of September in the Starry Heavens.

And Gad becomes Michael—that is, God becomes man, not
by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking the man-
hood into God.

That is, with most astronomical correctness, the sign does not
enter into the Sun, but the Sun enters into the sign © || .

Again :—Christ, that is, the Sun, is most literally the Medi-
ator, or Go-between, between Gad and man, because the fixed
Stars which compose or make up the tribe of Gad, and all the
other tribes of the celestial Israel, are Suns to systems of their
own : and our Earth’s annual motion round the Sun throws the
Sun, or makes him seem to go, between us and those measure-
lessly remote fixed Stars.

As, only walk round the table with your eye steadily directed
to any fixed object on the table, you will see that object, with
relation to the distant parts of the room, exactly opposite them,
changing its point of opposition as you change your situation.
And thus while you alone are moving, the object on which
your eye is fixed will seem to be moving; and thus, will
be a Mediator, or Intercessor, at all times between you and the
more distant fixed objects, by which alone you can measure
the change which is going on, not in their positions, but
yours. '

And now look, Sirs, upon the Starry Heavens, or, for your
greater convenience, on this most accurate picture of them upon
this beautiful toy, the celestial globe : the great liar from the
beginning—that is, not the moral, but the physical liar; the
constellation Cetus, the largest of all Heaven, just at the be-
ginning, at the point of the vernal equinox, slips out of the
Zodiac. He abode not in the truth, and is, as his eternal
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punishment, condemned fo follow the Lamb, wheresoever he
goeth. And here you see, most literally, ¢ He walketh about,
secking ivhom he may devour.”

Whom, says the cloven-tongued and double-meaning apostle,
resist, steadfast in the faith—that is,  do you stand fast in the
Zodiac, out of which my master made a slip from the very be-
ginning, and the Devil & bit will my master be able to catch
you.”

¢ Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you”— that is, turn
yourbacks upon him, and you’ll find he’s going the other way.

His infernal Majesty never thinks a soul worth dodging after ;
he always keeps straight forward in his course, and ¢ hath no
variableness nor shadow of turning.”

But look now at the allegorical joys and sorrows, desires and
fears of the astronomical David of the Old Testament, and the
no less astronomical Son of David of the New. Says he, in the
22nd Incantation, ¢ Fat bulls of Basan close me in on every
side,” Why, there they are, in the Taurus of April, in which
every year the Sun is literally enclosed. Says he, in the spell
of Matthew?  Suffer the little children to come unto me, for
of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Why, there they are, in
the Gemini, or Twins of May: where you shall see them
Lords of the Ascendant every year at that point of time,
when—

¢ From opening fields of ether wide displayed,
Child of the Sun, refulgent Summer, comes.’’

Or, cries he again, in the 22nd Psalm : O save me from the
Lion’s mouth, thou that hast heard me, also from among the horns
of the Unicorns.” Why, there never were such animals as uni-
corns upon earth, except in the little baby’s song, and the big
baby’s bauble :

¢ The Lion and the Unicorn, a fighting for the Crown ;
The Lion beat the Unicorn, and drove him round the town.”

But here, Sirs, is the very astronomical crisis, to the accuracy
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of the setting of a watch, of the allegorical adaptation of that
incantation ; where you see the Sun, by rising up into the arms
of those little children, just contrives to make his escape from
the horns of the Unicorns; and has now, tolook out for the next
forthcoming danger, and must make a dip to the nicety of a
hair’s breadth, to keep clear of the Lion’s mouth; and “ O deliver
my Soul from the Sword, my darling from the power of thedog!
O make thy way straight before me.” Let me not be attracted
from my course by the power of the Dog, in the south, when
he rises heliacally with me in the summer : nor let me be" wor-
ried by them in the long nights of winter, when “ in the even-
ing they will retum, grin like a dog, and go about the city.”
Psalm 59.

Resist the astronomical demonstration, if you possibly can,
of that mystical lament of the allegorical Jonah in the whale’s
belly, which your ignorant clergy, for any sense that they could
ever find of it, are not able to protect from the laughter and
scorn of all rational men ; but which rises into grandeur and
astonishing wisdom and truth, when read to its astronomical
significancy : ¢ I went down to the bottom of the Mountains :
the Earth with her bars was about me; for ever, then, said I,
I am cast out of thy sight, yet will 1 look again towards thy
Holy Temple.” Which, with severer literality of translation,
gives us the truly MY YINT AT DO 2xpH
059 YY) magnificent language of the Sum, in his
state of humiliation, struggling to ascend in the Ecliptic: ¢ I
went down to the bottom of the Mountains,” repeatedly called
“ the depths of Satan,” ¢ the Earth with her everlasting bands,
and colures was above me.”” Then said I, I have sunk below
the line of the zodiacal constellations, those eyes of Heaven ;
yet will I emerge again towards thy Holy Temple,” which is
here in the constellation of the Ram : and just exactly is it three
days and three nights, to the accuracy of the setting of your
watch, that is, from twelve o’clock at midnight of St. Thomas's
day; that the Jonah of the Old Testament is in the whale’s belly,
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and the Son of Man of the New Testament is in the heart of the
earth—that is, the Sun is in the lowest degree of his descent in
the curve of the Ecliptic, ndn olu, 7eraprasos yap eomi—that
being the exact term of the winter solstice, or of the Sun’s seem-
ing to be at a stand still ; from which point, gaining his first
degree on the first moment of the 25th of December, at mid-
night, at the very moment when the Star in the East, the bril-
liant of the constellation of the Virgin, is seen rising on the
Eastern border of the Horizon. The whole Pagan world did,
through countless ages, rise at midnight to let in Christmas, and
sang that well-known Christmas carol :

“ A Virgin unspotted, by prophets foretold,

Brought forth her child Jesus, which now you behold ;
For to be our Redeemer from Death, Hell, and Sin:
‘Which Adam’s transgression involved us in.”

And who the Devil was Apax, that any transgression of Ais
should get us into such a damnation scrape? Why, who? but
whom the name itself literally signifies. Ap—awm, the Lord,
the FIRE?—that is, the Sun himself, who has been” trans-
gressing for the last three months most horribly, sinking lower
and lower into iniguity, or unevenness, and giving us such
miserable days, that if he does not mend his manners, and
begin and lengthen the days again, it will be all Hell and St.
Thomas with us.

Hence the apostles’ riddle about the first and second Adam;
both meaning one and the self-same personification of the Sun;
The first, or fulling Adam, beihg the Sun, descending in the
Ecliptic, and shortening the days: and the second, or rising
Adam, being the Sun ascending again, lengthening the days,
and cheering our desponding hearts with the promise of an
annual salvation.

¢ Assur’d, tho’ horrors round our mansion reign,
That Spring will come, and Nature smile again.” .

And thus the Sun, returning annually to his first degree of as-
cension, on Christmas-day, recalls the departed soul of Lazarus,
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whom he loved (the year), who has been in a galloping con-
sumption for a long while : though, as he expressly tells you,
< this sickness s not unto death.”

. Hence, the Sun speaks that sublimely allegorical and most
correctly astronomical language: ¢ I am the Resurrection and
the Life. He that believeth in me, though ke were dead, yet
thall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall

never die,”
Thus, the Sun pledges to us, not the foolish dream of the

immortality of man, but the philosophical truth of the eternity
of nature. And so exactly is the astronomical truth observed,
that it is just exaetly, nay to the moment, when Lazarus has
been four days dead (rerapranos soms)—that is, matu the fourth
day—that is, when the year has stood at the winter solstice,
during which, Jesus (that is, the Sun) abode still in the same
place where he was ; that, on the morning of Christmas-day, he
annually cries—Aoxlupe devpo efw,— Lazarus, come forth. And
Lazarus—that is, the genius of Christmas-day, does come
forth, shivering, freezing, deadly cold, so as just to say there
was a spark of life in him, but that was all, ¢ bound hand and
foot with grave clothes ;”” and his face wrapt up in a towel, pre-
cisely as the dressers of a pantomime would send you up the
character of Jack Frost, with a good dash of the flower-bag in
his face, and a cigar in his mouth ; you might have taken Jack
Lazarus for a white Devil, )

And who, then, are those black ones, the Scorpions having
stings in their tails, to whom it was given to hurt the earth for
five months ? but the Allegorical Genii of the Scorpion of Oc-
tober, followed by the four wintry months of November, De-
cember, January, and February, all under the influence of
Agapon, the King of the bottomless pit—that is, of that part
of the earth’s surface, which, being turned from the Sun, looks
relatively downwards, towards the regions of infinite space,
which literally, and really is,  bottomless pit, boundless, bot
tomless, measureless, infinite.
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And what are the Seven Churches, but the seven remaining
summer months, answering most strictly and literally in their
very names, and allegorically moral characters, to their physical
antitypes, in the seven summer signs of the Zodiac.

I ask no more of the Christian, than that he should not deny
the text of his own book ; I ask no more of any man’s credu-
lity, than, that he should not be unwilling to admit that seven
and five are twelve; for, so sure as they are so, so sure is this
demonstration, that the gospel is not history, but fiction ; not
trath, but allegory ; not fact, but a fable.

For, look ye, Sirs, if ever there were such a thing as allegory
in the world, and the imaginative faculty in man could imagine
the Sun to speak, what language could be imagined for him
more characteristic than those words of Christ in the Revela~
tion of St. John : “ I am ke who holdeth the Seven Stars in his
right hand, who walketh in the midst of the Seven Golden Can-
dlesticks.”

Egregious raving and idiotcy, in any meaning that your
priests could give you of it ; sublimely beautiful, and rich of
science and truth, when interpreted by the key which itself
Presents to us in those words:  the Seven Churches which are
in As1a”—that is, most literally, the seven holy congregations,
or constellations, which are in the land of fire—that is, in the
Sun’s path, in the Kingdom of Heaven—that is, the reign of
the seven summer months.

The Seven Stars, says the sacred text, are the angels of the
Seven Churches,—and the Seven Candlesticks are the Seven

Churches. :

_ What are candlesticks, but fixed lights ? what are those fixed
lights, in the midst of which the Sun walketh ? but those con-
gregations, or groups of fixed Stars, through the midst of which
lies the Sun’s annual course in the Zodiac.

And here they are in name, in character, in order.

The Church, or Constellation of Ephesus, of Thyatira, of Phi-
ladelphia, of Pergamos, of Sardis, of Smyrna, and of Laodicea.
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1. EpnEsus, from EQuoo;, upon Hesus, the same as Jesus,
the Gaellish name of the God Mars, whence our English name,
for March, who is the Lord of Hosts, of the Old Testament,
and the Lamb of Gap, of the New.

To this church, Christ threatens that he will come and remove
its candlestick out of its place; and, by the well-known move-
ment of the heavenly bodies, called the precession of the equi-
noxes, this candlestick, which, 388 years before our Christian
era, was the first of the churches, has been removed out of its
Places; and the equinoxial point which was then in the first
degree of Aries, is found at present to have left the second of
the fishes.

2. TaYATIRA, from Quarupw —that is, (I tread on frankin-
cense), frankincense being offered to the Sun, when in the
constellation of the Bull of April, famous for “its patience,
its labour, and its work,” in the business of agriculture,

3. PHILADELPHIA, brotherly love, the unequivocal character~
istic of the two loving brothers, the Twins of May.

4. PErGanos, height, elevation, marriage of fire : the Sun’s
highest point of elevation is in this constellation, which dwelleth
where Satan’s seat is. The Hydra’s head being, as you see,
on the celestial globe, immediately under this church, which is
Cancer, the Crab, of June, whose Hebrew name is THOMAS ;
who, in the gospel allegory, was but a crabbed seort of fellow,
and had half a mind to go back again. And here you see him,
in his position of the Heavens, bearing physically the very cha-
racter which he holds morally in the allegory. He comes to the
Zenith Meridian, at the very moment, for looking down to see
Jesus raise the soul of Lazarus. But he was no favourite of
Jesus, who tells him in the sacred text:  Thou hast in thee
those that hold the doctrine of Balaam.” And here, in the
very midst of the constellation Cancer,is Balaam’s ass, who
has found his way to the very highest place in Heaven (and,
of course, brought the doctrine with him), but has let the doctor
tumble off his back : and %e’s gone to Hell.

Al
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The fifth church is Sar-p1s, that word, formed of the Am-

monian primitives, Sar, the Rock, Stone or Pillar, and Drs,
God, afterwards passing into the Coptic, or ancient Phenician
word, EL-EON, the Sun, the Being, and naturalized into the
Greek, Latin, French, and English word Lion—that is, the
Lion of July ; who, having been the Lamb of the tribe of Gad
or God of March, appears here as the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, or July. And here, as the SING-AVATAR, or the Deity,
under the form of a Man Lion, bursting from & pillar,* exempli-
fying that frightful language ascribed to God in Hoses, C. 8,
“ I will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour
them like a lion.”
. The sixth church is SMYRNA, that word signifying a bundle
. of Myrrh, the offering made to the Sun, in the Virgin of August,
having reference to the fragrant pesy which she holds in her
hand, and to the milk-pail in the hand of the Isis-Omnia of
Egypt, the Indian Isa, and the Grecian Ceres ; exemplifying
that amorous compliment in the song of the Loves of Christ and
his church, ““a bundle of Myrrh is my beloved to me.”

The seventh and last of the summer months—that is, of the
Asiatic churches, is, LaopIcEa, that word signifying Acos Sixaios
—that is, the just or righteous people, living, as you see, in the
scales of Justice, Lira, the balance of September, when the
weather is neither hot nor cold, but lukewarm: for which
Christ, who, like Christians, had no notion of justice, threatens
10 spew it out of his mouth.

And these seven churches—that is holy congregations—that
i8, constellations that are in Asra—that is, the land of fire ; are
included within the two covenants==that is, comings together—
that is, the two equinoxial points, when the Sun, twice a year,
in his oblique march in the Ecliptic, comes to the line of the
‘Equator, as he does, in- spring, about the 25th of March, and

* Shewing the Plate in Maurice’s History of Hindostan,
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in autumn, about the 29th of September, called Michaelmas-
day. And these two covenants are respectively the covenant
of works, and the covenant of grace: because spring is the
season for labour in cultivating the earth, and autumn is the
season for gathering in and enjoying the fruits of that labour.

“ The one,” says the astronomical Hierophant, is from
Mount Sinai, whick gendereth to bondage, and answereth to
Jerusalem, which now is, and is in bonduge with her children.”
That is, the Vernal Equinox, when that point was in Taurus
the Bull, was the time for putting the ox to the plough; and,
during the reign, both of that canstellation and the succeeding
GEwmiv1, her children, mankind are under the covenant of
works, and there can be no cessation of the labours of husbandry.
But the covenant of grace, which is introduced by the fruitful
mother of August, is Eleuthera—that is, Liber, free—Bacchus,
the covenant of enjoyment, when the full ripened grapes are to
be put into the agony, or wine-press, in the garden, and to
sweat out their precious blood, into the cup of the fierceness of
the fury of the wrath of Almighty God,—And ¢ ail the ungodly
shall drink it.”

¢ All the ungodly of the earth,” meaning nothing more than
all the months, October, November, December, January, and
February, during which the Sun is below the line of Gud—that
is, the line of the Equator, and therefore in a state of iniquity
unevenness, or ungadliness. And the lives of men are preserved
during these cold and cheerless months, and the absence of the
Sun supplied to them, by his blood, the esseuce of his virtue,
his concentrated wrath and heat, his fury poured forth, and
corked up in bottles, to supply, as occasion shall need, a sum-
mer within us, while all without is gloomy winter.

Thus does the Sun annually give his blood for the life of the
world : and that blood being pressed out of the grape at the
season of the vintage, which is indicated by the Sun coming
to the Equator, at the Autumnal Equinox, when he gives an
equal length of day and night to the whole earth ; and so is the
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physical emblem of moral righteousness: We have the secret
of the invariable association of idea which connects the blood
and righteousness of Christ, and as invariably designates that
blood as the Blood of the Covenant and the Blood of the Cross :
phrases as innocent of meaning as idiotcy itself, in any historical
sense, that could be dreamed of, but most beautifully and
scientifically solved by the physical and astronomical key.

The blood of the grape, which has been ripened by the heat
of the Sun, and is to be pressed out at the time when the Sun
crosses, or is crucified upon the line of righteousness, the Equator
is, therefore, by metonymy, the blood of the Sun, the blood of
Christ, the blood of the Cross, and the blood of the Covenant.

And thus the frightful story of the Crucifixion is but an alle~
gory of the process of the vintage : Jesus is nothing more than
the same personification as Bacchus, the God of Wine.

-¢¢ And when Jesus therefore had tasted the Vinegar, he said,
¢ It is finished ;" and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost,”
John xix. ; meaning nothing more than that when the sour or
thinner wine comes out of the press, which it does after the
virtue of the grape is mainly drawn off, the fruit has sunk down
in the press, the spirit evaporates, the vintner dipping his finger
in the liquor, and licking it, perceives, from its thinness and
acidity, that all the virtue is extracted ; and It is finished,”
—the process is over, the life of the grape is gone; and any
thing more that you can draw off by tapping the press, will be
mere blood and water.

And here, Sirs, do I present yon types of the self-same He-
liolatrous allegory, constituting the basis of the story of the
Indian Idol, Chreeshna, existing, in written documents, in the
Sanscrit tongue, more than fifteen hundred years before it
became the curse of our western world, under the name of
Christianity.

But I trust, we are living to see the day of an end to that
curse,—for a curse it has in all ages been heavier than any, and
than altogether that ever afflicted the condition, outraged the
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reason, and destroyed the virtue of men. I have raised the
Devil, raised him, I hope, above the power of our aristocratic
priests, to found the aristocratic lie, which they call gospel, on.
I have, I hope, swept out the filthy stable of Bethlehem, and
purified your hearts and minds from all respect for a religion
which you see with your own eyes, never did and never will
find an advocate, or a defender, of competent learning and
talent to undertake its defence: where truth and science may
have fair play to plant their battery against it. Kept up, in-
deed, it is, and kept up it will be, as any other piece of villany
would, so long as the multitude can be bemaddened and
befooled out of their reason, into that sneaking poverty of soul
that would lay its neck in the mire for kings and priests to
tread on.

And thus, with millions a year wrung from the folly and fana-
ticism of a priest-ridden people, see we the pride, pomp, and
circumstance, that can be attached to nonsense that childhood
itself would be ashamed of.

END OF THE DISCOURSE ON RAISING THE DEVIL.
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** The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple
of the Lord are these,”’—~JEREMIAH Vii. 4.

Tz TeMpPLE, in Hebrew, is Yekel; in Greek, Naos ; in
Latin, Templum ; in English, Temple.

The Greek word Naos is radical, but connate with Neaw, to
inhabit or dwell in, the basis of one of the epithets of Jupiter.
Zew xvdiore peyiore xidaiPes aabeps Noswv—i. e.. O Jew, most
glorious, most great, compelling the clouds dwelling in Ather !”
the Attic form of which is News, w, from New, glomero acervo
cumulo. Thus clearly signifying a group, a collection, a
constellation, agreeably to that definition of the apostle, to the
Ephesians, chap ii.”” ‘A holy temple, an habitation of God,
through the Spirit.”” In the description of the New Jerusalem,
Rev. xxi. 22., we have this solution of the matter: ¢ And I
saw no temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the
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Lamb are the Temple of it.””  As, in that three-times-repeated
saying of the Jews, rebuked by their prophet Jeremiah, ““The
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of
the Lord, are these;” (Jeremiah vii. 4) his argument being,
that it was not sufficient, nor rationally consistent of them, to
know which were the Stars that constituted the Temple of the
Lord, uniess at the time of the Sun’s entering into that con-
stellation, which is the Temple of the Lord, in which he gives
an equal length of days and nights to all the earth, they should
¢ thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neigh-
bour,”” in imitation of the physical equity of the Sun at that
season.

Hence, the Sun, upon entering that constellation, in which
he is 80 just and equal in the distribution of an equal length of
day and night, to all the inhabitants of theearth, is distinguished
from the Sun, as considered at any other season of the year,
by the epithet so peculiarly appropriate to him at that season,
“Tue Sun or R1GHTEOUSNESS;” or, as this greatastronomical
ppriest, Jeremiah, most sublimely allegorises the Equinoxial
8un; this is his name, whereby he shall be called ** the Lord
our Righteousness.”” Our English word Lord, compounded of
the Phoenician 9 and ")}N—i. e. the Sun, the Light, origi-
nally signifying the Sun. The whole year being reckoned to
begin, as then it was, from the point of the vernal equinox, the
spring quarter, in the month of March. We find the names of
the four last months of the year, still retaining, in our own
language, evidence of their origination in an era when the
month of March was considered the first : as they are com-
pounded of the Roman names of the numbers 7, 8, 9, 10, and
of the most ancient name of the Greak Pheenician God ™)
Berith, which, more literally, signifies a covenant—that is, a’
group or constellation; and, in its full utterance, as Baal
Berith, the Lord of the covenant, was the name of the Sun,
#s considered respectively in those covenants or constellations,
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Septem.Ber, Octo-Ber, Novem-Ber, and Decem-Ber-—that is,
the 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th, God Berith, or God in his 7th, 8th,
gth, and 10th celestial mansions : of which, January, being the
11th, and February the 12th : March, in which the Sun enters
the constellation of the Lamb, becomes the first. And, as
time was reckoned from this constellation, the Stars, of which
it is composed, were called ¢ The Temple of the Lord,” As
you will find, the original meaning of the Latin word, Templum,
had no reference to any religious edifice on earth, but signified
a portion of the heavens, marked out by the lituus, or sacred
crosier of the Augurs, who are the speakers in our text, point-
ing to the cons‘ellation of the Lamb of March, and saying
“ The Temple of the Lord,” &c. The Latin word Tempus,
time, is perfectly synonimous with Teraplum : and from the
equity of the Sun, when in that temple, or at that tempus, that
body of the clergy, who devoted themselves more especially
to the study of law and equity, and the administration of
“ judgment between a man and his neighbour,” were called
Templars ; and designated the colleges in which they devoted
themselves to this study, the TempLe. The celebrated
Areopagus, or Hill of Mars, from whom our month of Marck
derives its name, was literally the Temple of that God Mars,
the God of War, or Lord of Hosts: in which temple law
and justice were administered with such strict impartiality,
that the Gods themselves were believed to submit to its de-
cisions.

The most admired orations of Cicero, his accusations of
Verres, his defence of Milo, all purport to have been delivered
in the temple of the Deities Castor and Pollux, who presided
over the administration of justice.

And if you ever travelled so far in your life, as to a place
called Temple Bar, Fleet Street, London, and used your eyes
when upon your travels, so as to see what may there be seen,
I shall not have to draw upon your credulity to persuade you,
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that there is in that neighbourhood, & building, or collection of
buildings, called the Temple, which I should call the Areopagus,
or Mar’s Hill : and that that Areopagus, or Hill of Mars, or, in
a word, the Temple, is dedicated to the templars, or students
of law and equity, whose future functions and duty it shall be
to execute judgment between man and his neighbour, as
impartially as the Sun, when he enters into the Lamb of
March, gives an equal length of day and night to all the earth,

As you will see that that Temple, which is not dedicated to
the study of divinity, but of law, bears over all its great gates
of entrante the figure of a Lamb, holding a cross in his paw,
in direct indication, that it is none other than the Lamb of
March, whitch is peculiarly the Temple of the Tempus, from
which all reckoning of time began ; in which the Sun, crossing
the Equator in the sign of the Lamb, is the crucified, that is to
say the crossified Lamb, and gives such equal justice to the
whole earth, as the lawyers are understood to profess to do ;
but in which, alas, they stick to their text no better than the
parson : and for this reason the Templars, though they had
nothing to do with religion, would always support the church-
men, because the game between them was never any other
than rogues all; and Honesty would cry “ a plague on both
their houses.”

- You will believe me, too, when I instruct you, that that
Areopagus, that Hill of Mars, the Temple, is the Lawyer’s
House, situate at the west end of the city of EL—oN—DoON—
thatis L, the Sun ; ox, the Being ; pon, the Lord, or Adonis,
the Lorp, the Beinag, the FIrE: EL—o0N—DoON, losing the
significance of those three Pheenician words, which show its
original meaning in the shortened utterance, London, some-.
times still more shortened in the vulgar “ Lunnun.”

- On the highest spot of grdfind, in which city, those ancient.
Pheenician settlers in Britain founded a magnificent cathedral
to the honour of their God, EL — oN—DON, from whom our city,
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to this day, retains its name of London, That the God London,
to whose honour this great edifice was erected, was none other
than the Sun itself, is discovered to us, not merely in the
meaning of the three radical Pheenician particles, that make up
the word London; but in the structure and ornaments of the
edifice itself; which, how often so ever repaired or rebuilt, hath
never varied in one single stone or pillar, or statue, of which
it is constructed, from the hieroglyphs and emblems by which
it may be known and read of all men, as the cathedral or church
of the SUN. As on its western pediment you shall see to this
day, are the emblematical figures of Spring, Summer, Autumn,
and Winter, ridiculously, though very craftily, called Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John.*

And in the tympanum of that pediment, is an alto-relief, or
hieroglyphical, representation, than which no written or en-
graven letters or words could more plainly, nay could any
thing like so plainly have said, “This edifice is dedicated to
the honour of the Sun.”

Words may change or vary their significancy, but pictures
speak the same language to all men, and cannot be misunder-
‘stood, except where faith forbids the exercise of understanding.

For there, Sirs, the Sun in its place in the heavens is not
more apparent, than is that representation of the triumph of
the Sun, when he enters the constellation of Castor and Pollux,
the Twins of May, with the bright beams of light and glory,
striking his adversary Saul, the Gloomy Centaur of November,
from off his horse, and seeming to insult his sprawling antago-
nist, in those words: ZquA ZauA Tiva e dimus, which, in
their interpreted sense, is * November, November, why shouldst
thoy come after May £’ For sure, ’tis madness only that could

" SMarch, April, May: June, July, August:

I ll I A 1 I
September, October, November : December, January, February.
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dream of any literal sense in the conceit of 2 man on earth,
persecuting a man in the sky: nay, a God in Heaven, so
devilishly uncomfortable in those mansions of happiness, as to
come down stairs to tell us that somebody kicked him, and it
was very hard.

Our religious fanatics are always preaching up the conversion
of St. Paul: but so much go they before their horse to market
in this, that not a word is there about the conversion of St.
Paul, in any part of the Scriptures: from beginning to end
there’s not an allusion to such a thing : the acts of the apostles,
contain nothing of the kind. Good God! may you exclaim,
do I mean to say, the Christian cannot read? Yes; thatis
what I do mean to say: to all intents and virtue of reading, a
Christian cannot read. It is faith doth put out the eyes of his
reason, and he sees, not the text of the book itself, but the vain
phantom of his own foregone conceit : or he would see thatit
was not Paul that wes converted, but Saul.

And Saul is the name of that king of Israel, who persecuted
David, and his brother Jonathan, who are the Gemini or Twins
of May, in the old allegory, as it is the name of the persecutor
of the Son of David, who is the Castor and Pollux of the new.

But Saul, we shall be told, is the same person who is after-
wards called Paul, as St. Luke says, “Saul, which is also
called Paul.”” Yes, he is 8o, but by precisely the same allitera-
tion of Sol, which is also called Pol. And Saul and Paul are
one and the same persons, only in the same sense as the Sun of
November is the same as the Sun of May. Only in different
characters ; Saul before his conversion, being the November
Sun, in the sign of Sagittarius, where you see the Great Perse~
cutor, with his bow and arrow, playing havoc with vegetable
nature, stripping the trees of their foliage, riding down to
Damascus, and on the high road to Hell and Tommy—that is,
to St. Thomas’s day, which is the 21st of December, the lowest
point of the Sun’s declension ; and, consequently, the lowest
pit of Hell.



THE DEVIL’S PULPIT. 103

The name Saul being, in Hebrew, the self-same word
Y5982, which is, wherever it serves the purpose, translated
Hell : as the Greek name Paul is an abbreviation of the Greek

-Apollo, under whose protection the month of May is placed in
the calendar of Julius Cwsar, and of the name of the Star
Pollux, in which the Sun appears in his regenerate and mild
and amiable character at thatdelightful season.

The waggery of pretending that what were really Pagan
edifices, were Christian edifices, and of changing the names of
the Pagan Deities into Christian Saints, even with the drollest
puns upon the names, where no such Pagan Deities or Christian
Saints either, had ever existed, prevailed universally throughout
Christendom. We have not only our Greek Edes Pollucis, or
church of Pollux, turned into Saint Paul’s church—that is,
Poll into Paul. But if you shall ever visit Rome, you shall
find the Temple of Apollo that was, now called the Temple of
Apollinaris : the Temple of Mars turned into the Temple of
Martina, and actually bearing the inscription—

“ Martyrii gestans Virgo Martina coronam,
Ejecto hinc Martis numine templa tenet’—
that is,
¢ Mars hence expelled, Martina (martyred maid)
Claims now the worship which to him was paid.”

And if Protestants were but as honest in acknowledging the
real origin and derivation of their churches, as the Roman
Catholics, we should see a similar inscription on the biggest
church in this metropolis.

The church you see beneath this golden ball,
‘Was built at first for Poll, but now for Paul.

The conversion which it commemorates, is not a moral, but
a physical one. As you see Saul, the man and horse of No-
vember, in the tympanum, sprawling on the ground, while Pel,
to whose honour the church is dedicated, and who has struck
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8aul to the ground, himself stands upright on the pediment
with his drawn sword in his hand, the point downward, as,
having just done its work, in the attitude of a glorious con-
queror.

And this conversion, you will observe, takes place expressly
at mid-day—that is, when the Sun of Gemini is exactly at the
Meridian, twelve o’clock of the 9th of June, in the calendar of
Julius Ceesar.

Now, it will be for those who would outrage our reason, by
pretending an historical sense, for so clearly hieroglyphical a
representation, and that this representation had reference to
the conversion of a man, to go to the top of Ludgate Hill, and
look at it again : and ere they tell us that it represents nothing
more than the conversion of the man, let ’em tell us why the
devil the horse should be converted too? for the horse happens
to be the principal figure in the whole group: as the horse
makes more than a half of the whole constellation of the
Sagittary of November, which is literally struck to the earth by
the ascendancy of the Sun in May ; and there it actuglly is a
Sun-beam, which is represented as striking him to the earth,
in that pediment.

Well, then, may we say, to those most deceitful priests, who
would so impudently lie us out of the use of our eyesight:
‘Will ye put out the eyes of these people? Ye take too much
upon ye, ye Sons of Levi.

The story of the conversion of St. Paul, in his journey to
Damascus, has no account of a horse at all; but has a suffi-
cient admission, that the apostle was not worth a horse, in that
after he had been struck to the earth, and got on his legs again,
he was led by the hand of those who were with him ; which
would not have been the case, if they had a horse to have set
him on. Yet no piece of statuary, no ancient entablature, no
antique painting or picture in the world, representing this alle-
gorical conversion, omits to give the same prominence tq the
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figure of the horse, which the horse bears in the figure of the
Sagittarius of November : thus throwing us up a philosophical
and rational meaning of that song of Miriam, in celebration of
the self-same conversion of Saul into Paul, when she sang—
 Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously : the
horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.”” And here,

_8irs, is Miriam (Spica Virginis), rising out of the Red Sea,
singing to Pol, who is at that moment at the meridian : while
Saul, the horse and his rider, is at that moment at the bottom
of the sea.

And that the figure on the centre of the western pediment
of Pol’s Cathedral is not a representation of the Apostle Paul,
but is a representation of the God Pollux—that is, not of a
Christian Saint, but of a Pagan Deity; will strike the mind
in a moment’s remembrance, that no persons who had re-
spected what Christians call divine revelation, would have
set up ““ any graven image, or the likeness of any thing that
is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the waters
under the earth.”

Nor could even a mistaken piety been possibly so much
mistaken, as to have intended to honour Christ and Christi-
anity, when it called the noblest temple it could raise, by the
name of the servant rather than that of the master,—set up
the Apostle above the Saviour, and honoured and served the
Creature more than Creator.

But it must strike the eye, that the figure itself is not the
figure of St. Paul, could not have been intended to represent
such a figure as St. Paul represents himself to have been :
Where he says, “his bodily presence was weak, and his speech
contemptible ** (though, God forbid that we should think his
Speech was more contemptible than his writings!) and he had
0 inexpressible infirmity in his flesh, which he says was “ a
Messenger of Satan to buffet him,” as he is described in the
Philopatris of Lucian ; on the ground of which I admit his
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real historical existence, as well as in that description of his
person, acknowledged to ‘be genuine by St. Jerome and St.
Cyprian, in which he is pourtrayed as a little pot-bellied,
bandy-legged, passionate old man, with a squeaking voice,
a hooked nose, squinting eyes, a bald head, and full of the
king’s evil, and the grace of God.

Whereas the figure of the pediment, to whose honour the
edifice is built, presents you at once with all the character-
istics of Pol, the immortal brother of Castor, as presiding over
the administration of justice, wearing the judge’s robe, and
holding in his hand the sword of justice, with which he
avenged his brother Castor’s death, and with which he stands
before you in a presence the most contrary to that of the
bandy-legged apostle, that could possibly be imagined.

¢ Hyperion’s curls, the front of Jove himself ;
An eye like Mars, to conquer and command ;

A station like the herald, Mercury,
New-lighted on a lieaven-kissing hill.”

The cathedral, dedicated to the honour of the Sun, in the
Star Pollux, stands directly in the Zenith.

‘When the Star Pollux is at the Meridian, the Constella«
tion Aries, which is the Temple, will be observed rising in the
East. .

The Great Star, Spica Virginis, in the hand of Themis, the
Goddess of Justice, holding the Scales of September; or
Ceres, the Goddess of Corn, or Miriam, or the Virgin Mary;
for they are but different names for one and the self-same
ronstellation, is setting in the West.

And hence the Twins, Castor and Pollux, two names for
one and the self-same constellation, being, at that moment,
at the Zenith, were worshipped, as in & most peculiar sense,
presiding over the adjudication of equity, and in all courts of
law and justice.

In the calendar of Julius Cesar, the Sun enters the sign of
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the Twins on the 19th of May, which would bring him in the
Star Pollux on the 16th of June.

Now, the Hebrew name of the month of June, is THOMAS,
of whom we are three times told in the Gospel of St. John,
that he was also called Didymus—that word Didymus literally
signifying a Twin. And Thomas, one of the twelve which is
called Didymus, in the gospel allegory, in calling for evidence
of the resurrection of Christ, and insisting on having proof,
and net mere hearsay testimony, exemplifies the physical
analogy, which represents the Twins of May and June, as
presiding over the administration of justice.

Cicero makes a noble appeal to their Divinity in their
images, standing then before his eyes in the Praztorium, while
delivering his seventh oration against Verres:

Vos omnium rerum forensium, conciliorum maximorum,
legum judiciorumque arbitri et testes, celeberrimo in loco
pretorii locati, Castor et Pollux, Teque Ceres et Liber, a
quibus initia vite atque victd, legum, morum, mansuetudinis,
humanitatis exempla hominibus et civitatibus data ac dispertita
esse dicuntur. “Ye, of all forensic matters, of greatest
counsels, of laws and judgments, arbiters and witnesses, Castor
and Pollux, placed in the most remowned place of the
Pretorium! And ye, O Ceres and Bacchus (that is to say,
Mary and Jesus), from whom, the beginnings of life and food,
of laws and manners, and examples of gentleness and humanity,
are said to have been given and distributed to men and cities.”
Thus we find that they are, at the close, joined with Ceres
and Libera, and spoken of as the civilizers of the world : but
their peculiar province was law and judicature.—Bryant,
Vol. ii. p. 161.

“The name Castor, seems to be a compound of Ca-Astor,
temple, or place of Astor.”

“ Ca Astor was, by the Greeks, abbreviated into Castor.”—
Bryant,
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Hence so many names of towns in Britain (‘“‘among the
Britains of Pheenician extraction,),” Bryant, Vol. vi, p. 158)
ending in Cester, as Alcester, Chester, Manchester, Dorchester,
God-man- Chester, Ilchester, Lancaster, Leicester, Gloucester,
Rochester, Chichester, Cirencester, Worcester—all of them
distinguished by remains of cathedrals dedicated to the Great
God Castor—i, e. the Sun in Gemini, as that of Lodon is to
his brother Poll, who is one and the self-same Deity. As
London itself was called by the ancient Saxons London-caster,
and abbreviated, as so long a word would necessarily be, for
the convenience of ordinary utterance: as our St. John’s
Btreet is called Sinjus Street.

The real origin and significancy of the whole word London-
Caster (as I have explained so often, that no original
word could ever have consisted of more than one syllable)
BEL~—ON—DON—CA—AS—TOR, EL, the Sun; oN, the Being;
DoON, the Lord; ca, the Temple; as, the Fire; Togr, the Hill,
would gradually come to be absorbed in Lun-Doncaster, Lun-
Oncaster, Lunkaster, and Lancaster, which is, to this day, the
name of the London, or capital city of the great county of
Lancashire.

Castor and Pollux, the two Diosctiroi, were consldered and
gpoken of as the greatest of all the Gods.

There are altars still extant, which are inscribed Casrori
=7 Porruct Dis Maanis. To Castor and Pollux, the
Great Gods, and in the Collection of Gruter, is a Greek in-
scription : Tass Faus Axapivs Ipeus yovounos Ger Meyaran
Asooxvpwy KalGupar.

¢« Caius, the son of Caius, of Acharnia, having become a
priest of the Great Gods, the Dioscuroi, Cabiri.”

The form of swearing Ade-Pol—that is, Per £dem Pol-
lucis: by Pol’s Cathedral : indicates, what was indeed the
fact, that there was something very remarkable in the size and
magnitude of Pol’s Cathedral. An analogy, still preserved,
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in the relative size of the Pol’s Cathedral, continued to this
day, under the variously sounded, but self-same meaning,
name of S¢. Paul’s Cathedral, The greatest Gods seemed
naturally to require the greatest churches, And it was not a
greater liberty in language to thange the name of the church,
than to change the name of the Deity to whom it was dedis
cated. And Pol’s Cathedral, the common utterance for the
“Temple of Pollux,”” became gradually to be pronounced
Saint Paul’s Cathedral, without any note or date, or trace of
human observance, when or how the change took place: and
for this reason, Sirs, (which I think may pass for a pretty good
one) that there has really never been any change at all; and
it is to all intents and purposes the Temple of Pollux still—
that is, the Temple of the Sun, considered and worshipped,
as in Pollux, the more easterly, and the brighter of the Twins
of May. It wasa Bishop’s See for three centuries before the
religion of this country acquired the name of Christianity.
The Bishops of London and of York were present in the
council of Arles, in France, held under Constantine, in the
year 314, disputing about the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
though you will find that Christianity had not been preached
in England, before the arrival of Monk Augustin, in the year
597—that is, 283 years after that council. The name of
cither of the Twins being used indifferently, the one for the
other, the Temple of Castor, or Pol’s Temple, signified but
one and the self-same Temple, And its extraordinary mag-
nitude is accounted for, not merely by the amlﬁgy, that the
Gods Cabiri and Dioscuroi, the sons of Jove—that is, these
Twins, were distinguished as the greatest of all the Gods ;
but they were the great guardians of property, and their
Temple was the general banking-house, to which all persons
of wealth committed their treasures, as to places of the
greatest security ; from which, all the profits of banking,
accrued to the Dean and Chapter, and readily supplied the
enormous expenditure which such an enormous pile of
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building would require, either for its structure or repair, as
we may learn from Juvenal, in those lines :

¢ Zrata multus in arca,
Fiscus, et ad vigilem ponendi Castora nummi.”

“ A great revenue in the brazen chest, kept at the Temple of
Castor, the guardian of entrusted property.”

Hence, the sense of the rebuke put into the mouth of the
Christ of the Gospel, against those who used to say, “ Who-
soever shall swear by the Temple, it is nothing;” the uni-
versal form of common swearing being ZEdepol—that is, per
@dem Pollucis, by Poll’s Church, “but whosoever shall
swear by the Gold of the Temple, he is a Debtor ”"—that is,
he makes a draft upon the bank, and ought to have effects
there, to honour it.

The Twins themselves, both Castor and Poll, are each of
them names of but one and the self-same Deity, the Suw ;
and from their representation, as two brothers, originated the
fable of the union of the divine and human nature in the
person of Christ; Poll being the divine, Castor the human
part of the Constellation.

They are uterine brothers only—that is, brothers by the
same mother; Pol, the son of Jupiter and Leda ; Castor, the
son of Leeda, by her proper husband, the Joseph of the Gospel.

Hence, the Dean and Chapter of Paul’s or Pol’s Cathe-
dral, will al :zys be sticklers for the divinity of Christ ; while
Arrian inforsis us, that Alexander the Great, sacrificed to
Castor and Pollux, on the day consecrated to Hercules, con-
sidering Hercules, and Castor and Poll, as the same Deity.

And that he was perfectly orthodox in so doing, our Poll’s
Cathedral is to this day a proof; for if you will but go into
St. Paul’s—that is, into St. Poll’s church-yard, and stand with
your face westward, on the northern side ; and you shall have
the sign of the Bible and Crown of Rivington’s shop, the shop
for the sale of books of Christian knowledge, in no other
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shape than that of the most perfect orthodoxy on your right ;
and immediately on the point of the pediment over the entrance
of the edifice, stands the statue of Hercules, with his well-
known characteristic club ; and the skin of the Cleonsean lion.

1 should only like to know how a man could need better in-
formation as to whom the house belongs, than that he would
infer from reading the master’s name upon thedoor? Or how
could a worshipper of Hercules better know the Temple of
Hercules, than by seeing Hercules himself in full possession
of it?

But pass through the edifice : from the north, go outat the
southern entrance ; and, on the pediment over that entrance,
you shall gee the self-same Hercules, under the Greek name of
Andrew, which never could have been the name of a Jew, signi-
fying the strong man, holding a Saltier Cross—that is, a cross
in the shape of an X, a goniometer, or double pair of eom-
Passes, exhibiting the precise angle which the Sun made at his
two crossings of the Equator, at the time when this beautiful
form of Sun-worship was first instituted. That angle being
how 23° 28°, compared to what it was when observed by
Prolemy, is shown to be gradually decreasing, at the rate of
one minute in a hundred years. So that in one hundred and
forty thousand years, it will be shut up entirely ; the Ecliptic
will coincide with the Equator, and there will consequently be
an equal length of day and night over all the earth, and all the
year round, constituting the reign of righteousness, or a physical
millenium, which our Christian blunderers have so absurdly
anticipated in a moral sense. And St. Andrew, you will ob-
Serve, stands with this great goniometer, or measure of the
§M’s angel upon the Equator behind his back, in significant
Indication that what is to be seen is a crucified man, but what
18 to be understood is in the back ground.

But it is not in one: it is not within the compass of very
many discourses, that I can hope to compress the merit of this
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great cumulative argument, this irrefutable and unanswerable
demonstration of the utterly fabulous character of every thing
that hath ever borne the name of religion among men.

And sure there can be no better way of exposing falsehood
than by setting it side by side with truth, and bidding you,
‘with the eyes of your own reason, to look on this picture and
on this: this method I have pursued in innumerable illustra-
tions, which my regular hearers remember with full conviction :
this, in a thousand illustrations yet to come, I shall continue
to pursue.

END OF THE DISCOURSE ON ST. PAUL’S
CATHEDRAL.
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** And ke spake a parable unto them to this end, thatmen ought
always to pray, and not to faint; saying, < There was in a
city @ Judge, whick feared not God, neither regarded man :
And there was a widow in that city ; and she came unto him,
saying, ‘ Avenge me of mine adversary.” And he wonld not
Jor a while : but afterwards he said within himself, * Though
1 fear not God, wor regard man ; Yet because this widow
troubleth me Iwill avenge her, lest by her continual coming
she weary me,” ’—LuKkE xviii. 1.

WeLr, Sirs! This is gospel. It is an exhibition of the
divine character, as purporting to be set forth by Christ him-
self. 1t is the parable of the Unjust Judge ; and it is delivered
to us, under that solemn command of Christ: Hear what thé
Unjust Judge saith.”

At the same time, it must be borne in remembrance, that
this parable is but one of a pair: There is a fellow to it,
to be placed side by side with this parable, (in the 16th chapter
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of this gospel) which bears the title of the Parable of the Unjus
Steward. In the two together, we have an harmonious exhi-
bition of what, on gospel principles, the character of God is
supposed to be, which is that of an Unjust Judge ; and what
the character of-a- Christian is supposed to be, which is that
of an Unjust Steward: a pretty brace of game to be dished
up to the relish of our moral appetite.

The Unjust Steward robbed his master ; and the Lord com-
mended the Unjust Steward because he had done wisely. And
the Unjust Judge gave sentence without hearing cause, *“ and
hanged the guiltless, rather than eat his mutton cold;" saying,
“I care neither far God nor man.” dnd the Lord said,
“ Hear what .the Unjust Judge saith.”” And so say I; for
God’s sake, for truth and virtue’s sake, * Hear what the Unjust
Judge saith.”” And wonder no more at the state of moralsin
a Christian country, when these are the examples and exhibi-
tions of moral perfection which Christianity itself has conse-
crated. For those who are in the higher ranks of life, our
aristocrats, lords, and hereditary masters, the most God-like
example proposed to their observance, is to teach them to be
indifferent to the petitions of the people, to act from no consi-
derations but of their own convenience ; and if ever they do
attend to a petition, never to think of the right or the reason of
it, but only get rid of the bother. For those who are in
inferior, and dependent situations, the proposed example is,
that they should rob their employers, and cheat and swindle
80 dexterously, that if they should ultimately be found out,
their employers themselves should own they did it cleverly.

And this is gospel morality! the finest system of morals
that was ever delivered to man! The purest, the sublimest,
the ““ where will you find any thing equal to the words of the
gospel,” calculated to make us just exactly what we are—a holy
nation, a peculiar people, zealous of good works : and, as far
as this sort of morality has influence in society, society must
uwecgssarily and eternally consist of & set of lordly and oppres=
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sive tyrants, having no sympathies with the people, and no
motive of action, but thejr own convenience, in the higher
ranks; and a set of cunning rogues, Isaacs, cheats, liars, and
slaves, in the lower.

Look, then, upon this picture, and on this : I bring before
you the master villain this evening, and shall serve you up
the man on some other occasion.

Y’have heard, and have, [ guess, often read for yourselves, -
the parable of the Unjust Judge. The question is, is such an
exhibition of character, or such a moral lesson, whatever the
morality of it be, to come in at one ear, and go out at the
other, and so no harm done: or, shall we be rational ? Shall
words have meaning to them : and shall we look at tbe picture
which our priests have set before us, in its own ugly face ?
By your patience I will do so, and shall lead your convictions:
first, to its critical ; second, to its moral; and, lastly, to its
political aspects.

First, of the critical view on’t,

But hold ! of criticism I would recommend all good Chris-
tians to be innocent ; for the faculty of criticism is fatal to
Christianity. The gospel will bear any thing else, but it will
not bear to be criticised : the moment you begin to criticise,
it’s farewell to faith. There’s no knowing where it will lead
you to: for only see what helter-skelter comes on’t, the
moment you take up the besom of criticism,

*“ And he spake a parable to them,” Avast, cries Criticism;
Who spake to whom? where? when? how? and what the
devil is a parable? ‘A parable to this end, that men ought
slways to pray, and not to faint.”

And what’s the use of always praymg’ and what’s to mnke
men f#fint when they leave of praying ? All right and straight
forward enough, you see, while you sit in the booby hutch at
charch or chapel, and never dream of asking yourself, or any
body else, what it means : but discovering to the startled atten.
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tion of the tritical mind, the frightful truth, that a parable, to
such an end as that men ought always to pray, and not to faint,
could by no possibility have been delivered, either by God or
man, before that end was an end, which priesteraft had to
serve, and that everlasting vogue of praying was in full vogue
among men ; which determines the period of the darkest day
of the dark ages, and of the full swing of Popish supetstition
of ‘“Monks and Hermits, Coxbonites and Friars; Black
Friars and Gray, and all their trumpery.”

Neither could it have been delivered or devised before the
times of the general prevalence of that most wicked notion of
election and reprobation, since its whole arguinest is the argu.
ment & fortiori, that God would avenge his own elect, and that,
without any consideration of the justice of their cause, but
merely because they were his elect : as our judges of the pre-
sent day, whose characters are bound by these evangelical ex-
amples, would convict an infidel, not because they had any
evidence of guilt against him § not because they had any argu-
ment to show that he wasn’t as good a hearted man as ever
breathed ; but merely because he was an infidel. The Infidel
Lamb that should be acetsed of making the stream run back«
ward, would be sure ta be found guilty, where the Christian
Wolf did try him: O Christian Justice, how dost thou shine
forth, when the proprietor of the other shop gives verdict
against ours: when the sworn knave, that has the letting of
the booby-hutches in- his own chapel, finds the Rotunda
Guilty! ’Tis Christian juatwe.

A further indication of time is betrayed to us in that awk-
wardly dropt stitch: ‘“ Nevertheless, when the Son of Man
eometh, shall he find faith upon the Earth;”’ an admission as
clear as the day, that whoever the Son of Man was, he Was not
then upon Earth : and that, consequently, the speaker in the
text could not be he. Then who the devil was, or is, this Son
of Man? None of your clergy, in church or chapel, can tell
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you: I can. They don’t know him : I do. I haveseen him
myself; I know him very well, and all his family ; and I can
show him you.

And in doing this, [ haven’t to beseech you to see with the
eye of faith, to look to the things which are invisible. 1 have
no occasion to draw upon your credulity, and to entreat you
to believe me, as my dear Litarers, least of all to stultify you
out of the exercise of your reason, with that villanous denun.-
ciation, * He that believeth mot, shall be damned.”” Only be
men, and exercise your rational faculties as men: give me no
credit at all: think that I am deceiving you, as long as you
can think so: withhold your conviction, to the last struggle
that with reason it can be withheld ; and it shall be mine at
last, by right of conquest.

As thus, Sirs, where is’t that this Son of Man, in the
showing of the text itself was to be seen? * Coming i fhe
clonds of Heaven :”’ then, in the name of God, where else
should we look for him, but in the clouds of Heaven : and
WHEN is he to be seen coming in the clouds of Heaven? Im-
mediately after the days shall have been shortened, is the answer
to that question: then! then immediately after the days shall
have been shortened. ¢ But when they persecute you in this

 City, flee ye into another : for verily, I say wunio you, ye shail
not have gone over the Cities of Israel till the Som of Mun be
come,” Matt. x. 23. Here, again, you have the speaker, Christ,
speaking of another, as contradistinguished from himself, who
was not.then come, but who was to come,’ before the saints
should have gone over the Cities of Israel. Gone over the
Cities # Gone over them, Sirs—& un TeAtonre—** Ye shall not
have finished them.” And who and what were these, who
were to flee from city to city, but not to finish all the cities
before the coming of the Son of Man. And what sort of
cities were they, which these persecuted saints were to go
over, but 80 as never to go beyond them never to be out of
one or other of these cities ?

N
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Or as, again this mystical astrologer saith to Nicodemus :
¥ No man hath ascended up into Heaven, but he that came
down from Heaven, even the Son of Man, which is in Heaven,”

, ““0,” say your Evangelical preachers, the most ignorant men,
of their own profession, on the face of the earth, * it was our
blessed Saviour himself, who was the Son of Man : and while
he was conversing with Nicodemts, he was in Heaven at the
same time.”” So! a very clever trick, that, like St. Francis
Xavier, he contrived to be a-board two ships at once.

But if our Evangelical preachers would leave their choused
and insulted hearers in possession of the faculty of reason, all
the reason that ever was in the world'would say, that it was
utterly preposterous for a person to have spoken of the Son of
Man, who is in Heaven, who had meant that it was himself
sitting in his arm chair, and smoking his pipe, all the while, that
was in Heaven. And thatif it was in Heaven that this Son of
Man was, and in the clouds of Heaven that he was to make his
appearance, it must be nowhere else but in the Heavens, even
in the visible cloudy Heavens, that we are to look for him ?

But we have a further clue to this mystery, which unravels
‘it beyond the mistake of mystery itself. The epithet, the
Son of Man, is found accompanied with a term, absolutely
and literally defining what was meant by the Son of Man. It
is, ¢ The sign of the Son of Man in Heaven,” Matt. xxiv. 30.
Now there are but twelve signs in Heaven ; and this sign of
the Son of Man is further defined as coming immediately after
the end of the world. Then, of course, it could come nowhere
else, but at the beginning of the new world.

But this sign of the Son of Man is still further defined, as
having days in it, or in Aim, or of and concerning, or pertain-
ing-to him or it.

““The days come when ye shall desire to see one of the days
of the Son of Man, and shall not see it.” Luke xvii.

But, what is more, this self-same son of Man seems to have
been as well known under the Old Testament as under the
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New. As the prophet Daniel saw him, when and where, and
bs exactly as you may, every one of you see him yourselves.
** In the visions of the night,” Daniel vii. Attend ye then to
the visions of the night—that is, study astronomy, look on the
immense expanse of the Starry Heavens, and there you shall
see the sign of the Son of Man—that is, the sign Aquarius,
the sign of January, which you cannot go over the twelve
cities of Israel without coming to, which comes immediately
after the days have been shortened ; which made us desire to
see one of the days of the Son of Man, when theyare getting
longer again: which ¢comes immediately after the end of the
world, which ends in Detember, and which opens the new
year—i. e., the new Heavens and the new Earth, wherein
dwelleth Righteousness. And here, too, have we the meaning
of those eternal riddles about eating the flesh, and drinking the
blood of the Son of Man, which, from the Ganges to the Nile,
from the Nileto the Thames, through Brahminical, Egyptian,
Pagan, and Christian superstition, was the universal catachresis
of language, for a mystery of which the meaning was never
any more than ordinary eating and drinking of the fruits
of the earth, which flow to us from the fructifying urn ‘of
Aquarius. It being thus a natural, and not a supernatural
truth, that, unless we eat the flesh, and drink the blood of the
Son of Man, we have no life in xs.

- And what is a parable ? but a something represented to the
imagination, which has o reality : itis a throw by the side, or
apart from the line of truth, into the regions of fancy and fiction,
There are forty-four parables in the course of the four gospels,
Now what is the nature of a work that contains admitted
parables, but evidently a work of fiction and imagination,—a
work in which one thing is said, and another thing is meant.

But parables, our parsons tell us, are easy and familiar modes
of instructions, graciously adopted by our blessed Saviour, in
order to convey his divine lessons more clearly to the mind. Are
they s0? and did he therefore speak in parables in order to
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assist our comprehension, and enable us to——. “O yes!*”
the parsons say. Only it’s rather awkward, when we find
htmaelfsaymg ¢ Therefore speak 1 to them in parables ; that

-seeing they may sce, and nol perceive : and hearing they may
hear, but not understand.”

O, what a clear way of conveying divine instruction to the
mind! This accounts for Christians being such wonderfully
clever boys as they all are. The great proficiency they make
in the study of divine things, the less they know of "em : the
more they get on, the more they get off : they go to school to
learn ignorance : they’d have known more if they had been
taught less. So that, should the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge have all the suceess they aim at, we shall
be parabolized, till we shall ““ know nothing but Jesus Christ,

' and him crucified ;*’ and nobody will ever again get into dan-
ger of hell fire, for calling his brother a fool.

This parabolical, hyperbolieal, or rather diabolical, mode of
conveying instruction, once adopted, all notion of history, or of
historical fidelity, is at a sheer end for ever. Here are persons,
speeches, actions, and characters set before us, with as much
relief, distinctiveness, and apparent reality, as the broadest
features of the gospel narrative ; and yet all this distinctive-
ness, apparent reality, and even historical probability, not.
withstanding, allis the pure creation of imagination and fancy,
and there isnot a word of truth in it from beginning to end.

And will any man say, then, that there is any redeeming
reason whatever, why the whole gospel narrative should not
itself be held to be altogether a parable ; of the same parabo-
lical and diabolical character, as so much and so very many
parts of it must necessarily be admitted to be ?

At any rate, we have, in the case before us, two very different
and distinct authorities in challenge upon our credence; for,
first, we have the Lord, whoever he was, telling us a tale,
highly probable in itself, which nothing hinders from being

true,and telling it as ¢ Zruth ; while the reporter of the tale
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obtrudes his impertinent judgment to tell us that it was not
true, but a parable : and whereas, the speaker of the parable
(if a parable it were) has not told us what the end or gist of
it was: the reporter has taken upon himself to supply this
deficiency, and to give it a moral, which may have been the
very reverse of the moral intended.

For had the gist on’t been, to hold up the character of the
Unjust Judge to our hatred, rather thun to our respect, as the
exhibition of the character of a Devil, rather than of a God ;
and had the moral on’t been just exactly that men who fall
under the government of such wnjust governors, as heed not
the justness and reasonableness of the people’s petitions, but
act only from caprice and tyranny, ought nof to pray always,
but to pray no more ; but take the power inta their own hands,
play the Paris game upon their ruthless oppressors, and hurl
them from their forfeited authority 1 would not ¢ha¢ have been
438 gaod a moral, as honourable to the moralist, and as in-
structive to ourselves! So much for the critical view of the
parable, We come now to the moral, which inspired imper-
nence has obliged us to submit to.

The moral on’t is, to represent the character of God as that
of an Unjust Judge, restrained by no considerations of justice,
equity, mercy, or truth, but chuckling and glorying in avowed
injustice and most flagrant wickedness 1 . Now, though I fear
ot God, nor regard man : yet because this widow troubleth me,
T will avenge her of her adversary, lest by hor continual caming
‘IIO weary ne.”

There is & Lord God for you! And shall we wonder that
our gods and lords on earth, with this example of the divine
character before them, should act on the same principle, and
deem it most god-like and divine, to be indifferent to the
rights or wrongs of the people, and act only in consultation
of their own idleness, caprice, or humour ?

Had a man sat down to try to hit out a scheme.for making
fyrants of one half of mankind, and slaves of the other, to



122 THER DEVIL’S PULPIT.

make the world as wicked as wickedness itself; and to set up
priestly power on the overthrow of every thing that is noble
in sentiment, just in principle, or generous in action; could
he have hit on any thing else so mischievous, so wicked, as
this. . '
But the moral on’t is, “ that men ought alwuys to pray, and
not fo faint ;" to pray, as the apostle says, “without ceasing'’'—
to keep it up, day and night, to wrestle in prayer, to bother the
everlasting God out of his everlasting life ; not to trust to his
goodness, his equity, his wisdom, or any of that sort of stuff;
but to stick to him, to give it him, to gripe, to tug at him, to
sicken him, till at last, in self defence, the prayer-wearied
tyrant will start, as if the fleas bit him, from his uneasy couch,
and comply with their desires, for no other reason than because,
as he might say, Damn the fleas, how they bite! Nor is this
any sort of caricature: I wish, for humanity’s sake, that it
were so. But ’tis the very language of the prayer of the
Patriarch Jacob, “ I will not let thee go unless thou bless me.”
And in the Catholic manual of devotion are the words of a
prayer, than which no words of prayer were ever more reasona
able: “ O Lord God, if thine own goodness will not induce
thee to have mercy upon me, my importunity shall.”

You see, after all, that there’s a way of getting the better of
Omnipotence ; though he stands out a long while, he’ll strike
at last. “And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him,” says this divine teacher. And shall men
on earth think they can employ their fime better than the
angels in Heaven spend fheir efernity ; or, than the cherubims
and seraphims which continually do cry : or than those pretty
dogs with four faces, which are before the throne of God, and
rest not day nor night, crying, * Holy, Holy, Holy.”

Nay, and ’tis none other than the gravest of our Protestant
divines, who most gravely assure us, that the prayers of
Christians would never be unanswered if they were but con-
tinued long enough, Many a good batch of bread has been
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spoiled by letting the oven get cool too soon ; and many an
effectual fervent prayer has been rendered ineffectual by being
given up just at the last moment—when one other long pull,
.andastrong pull, and a pull altogether, would have pulled the
old fellow into compliance. He can stand two or three im«
portunate widows, single handed ; but when two or three are
gathered together in his name, they get him in the midst of
them, and do what they please with him.

But the most frightful part of the moral is, that it is never
necessary that what is prayed for should be any thing reason.
able for God to grant, or that there should be any sort of
merit or desert on the part of the person who prays; but
always, and in every instance, just exactly the contrary. The
more wicked the petitioner és, the more acceptable to God }
and the more unreasonable and unjust the petition, the more
likely to be granted.

Let the greatest murderer and thief on earth, ask God to give
him a Crown of glory, and an eternity of happiness, "twould
be granted in a trice; but should an honest man only ask for
change for a shilling, he’d see him damned first.

So the old woman, the importunate widow, only wanted a
bit of vengeance—she wanted to pay off an old grudge, to
have her spite out against somebody that had displeased her.
She had only to pester the Almighty Judge with her everlasting
“ Avenge me of mine adversary,” and the Almighty, withou
inquiring what her adversary had done, or what he might say
in his defence, has him hanged, off at hand, to find out,
perhaps, that it was a lie that the woman told him, after the
execution.

Thus the apostle lays it down as a rule, that if any man sin,
we have an advocate with the father. Let him pick pockets,
let him cut throats, or so; and

 There is.a fountain fill'd with blood,
Drawa from Immauuel’s veins ;
And plung’d beneath that flood,
Wash out their guilty stains,”
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But if he be uo sinner—if he be an honest man, and con-
duct himself with moral propriety, he might as well whistle
to the winds, as say a prayer either to God or Devil.

So, in the showing of the story (such as it is), Jesus Christ
the righteous, might continue all night in prayer to God, and
prayed in agony, but prayed in vain, ‘ Because ke ad done no
violence, neither was deceit found in his mouth,” But Saul of
Tarsus, the most deceitful thief and murderous villain that
ever escaped unhanged, the chief of Sinners,a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and injurious, had onlyto pop on his marrow-bones,
and all the miraculous machinery of heaven was put into
instant requisition. The Almighty jumpt out of bed in the
middle of the night, and called up all the family of heaven,
with his hue and cry: “Arise, and go into the straight-street,
and inquire in the house of Simon, the tamner, for one Saul,
of Tarsus, for behold he prayeth.” Old cut-throat, ye see,
that villain, the chief of sinners, had easy work on’t.

But imagine your man of prayer, depict him in his true

colours, at his prayers, and in the act of prayer, with all his
blushing honours thick upon him, and then say how such an
act can be compatible with moral honesty, or how such a man
can be entitled to be deemed an honest man.
. Heeither expects some advantage to accrue to himself from
his prayer, or he does not. If not, he is an idiot and a fool,
and acts without a motive; but if he expects to be the gainer
by it, how is that gain achieved, but by means, for the like
of which, in any other case, a man would deserve to be scouted
as a black-leg, and a cheat, from all honourable society ?

He worms and writhes his dirty way, on hands and knees,
into the presence chamber of Omnipotence: he gets on the
weak side of the Almighty fool, tickles his everlasting beard,
whispers the selfish purpose of his soul; and, as there must
always be a little praise mingled with prayer, though it’s not
intended, I suppose, for flattery, only it’s to tell him what a
good God is, and how infinitely wise, and just, and holy,



THR DRVIL’S PULPIT. 128

and what pure eyes he has got, and that he is sure not to die,
and that his kingdom will last for ever and ever. And the old
gentleman is done over, he’s caught, he’s in for it, and his
Omnipotence is at their service *.

An honest man would say, " I want nothing that is to be got
by kneeling. Set your heaven open, and [’ll be there, when
honest men are there. But for your straight gate, and your
narrow way, your passages for beggars, pimps and parasites—
I choose damnation rather.” And what is the spirit, which
your man of prayer, your siraight-gafe cringer, and your
narrow-way soul, will be likely to bring into the commerce of
social life? 'Who is to expect resistance to tyranny, or con-
currence in the promotion of any general good, from the
sneaking psalm-singing cowards and slaves, whose very de-
votion itself is a villainy: and whose highest notion of right
and righteousness is, that they will pull down their own beg-
garly souls into Abraham’s bosom, and then not reach a drop
of water to a gentleman in hell fire.

And mark, too, the wicked fraud, the cheat and the dis-
honour of the compact, between the man of prayer and his
familiar spirit: whom he calls God. It is of the same nature
as the engagement between a quack doctor and his hireling
patients, whom he engages to put off his nostrums, to swear
how bad they were before they took the balm of Gilead, and
what wonderful benefits they had experienced ;from it. Itis
of the same nature as the secret understanding between the
auctioneers and the sweeteners, as they are called, who are the
bait set in the fool-trap, to make you believe that the goeds are

* A prayer granted, implies, that something is done in conse-
quence of the prayer, which otherwise would not have been done.
Which is the directing mind ? *where the spring of action? who
the Almighty, then? who but the praying knave himself, who,
with all his humble sinnership; and lie in the dust before God,
meekly suggests how he might manage his universe better: and
shows him how he ought to act. O, what a modest creature is a
Christian. )
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worth tentimes their value; and if you don’t make haste,
you’ll lose the best bargains that ever were in the world.
There’s the Jewel of Salvation, for next kin to nothing;
there’s the Pearl of Great Price, going for sixpence. And
what would it profit a man, say they, should he gain the
whole world, and lose such a bag-full of moon-shine, as
they’ll sell him at a gospel-shop.

*“Let us,”” say they, ¢“ as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk
of the word, that we may grow thereby.” Though when we’ve
grown a very little, we begin to perceive that the sincere milk
of the word, has a devilish blue look, and that tis not the
spiritual babes, but the spiritual nurses, that get the cream of it.

And here I cannot but glance at a contrivance of those
spiritual nurses, who dish up the meat for babes, at all our
Bible Association, and Jew Converting, and Gospel Propagat-
ing Societies ; when the funds of the society run low, and the
collection is likely to leave ’em minus—they always come it
with a—

““ But ah ! my brethren, it's your prayers that the sociely
desires. If you have nothing else to give, you can give us your
prayers. It isn’t yonr money that we look for, but your prayers.
God forbid that we should think his cause depended on an arm
of flesh.” And there! say the babes and sucklings of the
gospel, there’s disinterestednsss for you! Where will you find
infidels that will act from such disinterested motives? I1’d
give them a shilling, if *twas the last I had in the world, be-
cause I see that they are not greedy. Why, aye! And they
see, too, that when once they can make a man fool enough to
prattle to the sky-larks, there’s a good chance that he’ll be
fool enough for any thing.

AN HONEST PRAYER is all I ask for! produce me one single
instance of an honest prayer! and then I’ll say, “*’tis possible
that a man who says his prayers may be an honest fool.”” -

But when I see contrivance, trick, and management, between
God and man : when I see the man who puts himself under
the protection of Omnipotence, putting Omnipotence under his
protection inturn,and that the bargain betweenthem is,if you’ll
serve me, I’ll serve you; you get me out of my scrapes, and
Il get you out of yours. Whatcan I think, but that the man
is more knave than fool ; and that if the God were any thing
more than a figment of the man’s conceit, they are but two
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knaves laying their heads together, to chouse and cheat man-
kind. And is’t not such a provision to get Omnipotence out
of the scrape, and to prevent his impotence and weakness from
being found out, when the petitioner petitions for nothing; but,
with that swindling, shirking, saving clause, in submission fo
- the divine will ; and so asks for nothing, that it will cost Omni-
potence any trouble to grant. Spiritual joys, grace in the
soul, and everlasting crowns in heaven, are so much cheaper
than bread and cheese and potatoes, that the sanctified knave
always provides for the glory of God, by not asking him for
any thing which, being of a nature to admit of proof, whether
it had been granted or not, might prove that he stood not
quite so high in court favour as he pretended, and that his
divine croney, his God, that he has to fly to when he is in
trouble, thinks, if he think at all, that he’s an impudent thief
for his pains.

The poets Juvenal and Horace, and the moralist Asop, have
led our ideas to the only instances, that I remember, with the
exception of the prayer of Jacob, in which the arrangement
18 perfectly fair and honourable : the man, a poor benighted
Pagan, to be sure, got grace, or rather goad sense, at last, ta
wrestle in prayer with his wooden Jehovah, to the effect :

*“ 0, Almighty and Eyerlasting God, maker of Heaven and
Earth, and of all things visible and invisible : all my life long
have I been worskipping and adoring your Divine Majesty, and
ealling you all the infinitely Wise Gods, and Holys, and Al-
mightys, and Everlastings, and Infinites, that I could find big
words t'the dictionary to call you by. And I and my poor
Jamily are only getting worse and worse, till nothing but starva-
tion stares us in the face, Now, my Lord God, though you can
live without eating and drinking, I can’t: though you have no.
Sowels, I have? Will you then advance me a marigage an
that heavenly inheritance which you have promised us! Say but
ashilling, a sizpence, a penny, a half-penny per cent. fo save us
Jrom starvation.” )

The prayer was answered just as all other prayers are an-
swered. And the indignant man, awaking to the reason of a
man, seized the priest’s puppet by the leg, and dashed him to
pieces. Away weat rags and righteousness,—away went grace
and greece,—away went poverty and prayer! When he got the
God out of his house, he got the Devil out of his house: the



128 THE DRVIL'S PULPIT,

ducats, dollars, crowns, and half-crowns rolled abouthim : the
bacon, bread. and beef, took the place in the cupboard of
bibles and prayer books. And the parsons told the people
never to go near that profane, wicked man, who, pointing to
his well-clothed wife, and well-fed children, told the parsons,
““ We’ve no more need of your spiritual physic: Youx may let
the booby hutch.”

To those who can guess the moral of the fable, the politic,
or political intention of the parable, which is the exact re«
verse of it in every respect, will be easy. The one is a ge-
nerous effort to undeceive and disabuse a priest-ridden and
gospel-gammon’d people, by some great moralist, whose
name, could it be ascertained, would deserve to be enwreathed
in the grateful remembrance of the whole human species.
The other is some equally anonymous priestly villain’s priestly
plot to degrade, to debase, and to destroy every spark of nos
bleness, and every capability of @ noble resentment, which
princes, priests, and oppressors have to fear in man; and to
make use of everlasting petitioners, and patient submitters to
all the wrongs and cruelties that princely power and priestly
pride shall put on us.

If men ought always to pray, here’s a pretty praying trade

“for a set of idle lubberly thieves, who find praying easier than
working; and the miliions who couldn’t possibly continue
their existence if they were always at it themselves, must be
pinched of their honest earnings to pay the monkieh knaves to
pray for them. And thus, a mystical importance is attached
to a set of gourmands, and big bellies, who could make them-
selves of importance by no other means.

And while the poor man is driven to turn his talent from
one art to another, and finds every inch of ground on which
he might struggle for a living, taken from him by encroach-
ment of machinery,—while every article of human apparel is
got up by machinery—shoes, stockings, hats, and gloves, all
by machinery,—printing, inking, and almost thinking, by ma-
chinery,—yet no machinery has been introduced into England
to take the parsons’ job out of their hands : though the use of
machinery, in this way, would save the nation the clear sum
of nine millions nine hundred and twenty thousand a year,
and do the work much more neatly.

END OF THE DISCOURSE ON THE UNJUST JUDGE,
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IN the second article of our holy church’s most holy creed,
falsely called the apostle’s creed, are these words :

‘¢ And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.”

The sentence is governed in the construction by the initial
verb, I believe,—in Latin, credo ; from whence the whole matter
which follows is called the creed. And the credulous person,
giving credenece to this creed, professes himself to believe, or
take for sooth and truth, every article contained in this creed ;
the whole number of articles being twelve, in honour of the
twelve patriarchs, in honour of the twelve tribes of Israel, in
honour of the twelve gates of the heavenly Jerusalem, in honour
of the twelve pillars of the Temple of Heliopolis, in honour
of twelve altars of Janus, in honour of the twelve labours of
Hercules, in honour of the twelve shields of Mars, in honour
of the twelve mansions of the moon, in honour of the twelve
Great Gods, in honour of the twelve Great Apostles, in honour
of the twelve Great Angels in Heaven, in honour of the twelve
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Great Rivers in Hell, in honour of the twelve rays of the Sun,
in honour of the twelve months of the year, in honour of every
thing that was reckoned by twelves,—but not in honour of one
single reason.

I must, for the present inquiry, beg to suspend your curiosity
upon the nail of vulgar apprehension, as to the “ ANp in Jesus
Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the” . Let all that remain—in statu quo—
as it did, or as it may in any mind, while we confine our in-
quiry exclusively to the Virgin Mary.

Who was the Virgin Mary ? i. e.

Who was she when she was at home

Where was she born ?

How did she live?

Where did she die?

Where did she come from ?

Where did she go to ?

Why was she a virgin ?

Why was her name Mary ?

What does the name Mary mean ?

What is she to us ?

What are we to her ?

Why was it that we are so expressly and emphatically told
(Luke i. 26), that it was in the sixth month that she received
the visit of the Angel Gabriel : the sixth month, reckoning
March; the first being, as we all kuow, the month of August?

Why was this Virgin Mary espoused to a man !

Why was that man’s name Joseph ?

Why was he of the house of David ?

Why did the blessed virgin arise in those days, which were
in that sixth month ?

Why did she go into the HiLL country ?

Why was that city of Juda, in which she appeared, situated
in the Hill country ?

- And when she appeared in that city of Juds, which was
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situated in the Hill country—why did she say that God had
regarded the low estate of his hand-maiden? and why should
the hand-maid of the Lord have ever been in a low estate ?

Why did she say that she was his Hanp-maiden, not mean-
ing (as God forbid we should think that she could mean) his
handy-maiden: but yet not his foot-maiden, nor his head-
maiden, nor any thing else but his hand-maiden ?

Why did she say that he had put down the mighty from their
seats, and exalted them of low degree ?

Why did she talk about the hungry being filled with good
things, and the rich being sent empty away ? Such revolution-
ary and seditious language as, had it been thrown out to the.
agricultural labourers of the present day, weuld have exposed
her to two years’ imprisonment in the Compter prison of this
city, to pay a fine of 200.. to the king, and to be further bound
in securities of 1,000/., to be of good behaviour for ten years to
come, and to be further imprisoned till such fine shall be paid,
and such sureties found !

Why did she say that all generations should call her blessed ?

Why is it that no historical record whatever—i. e., in all the
world, not one recognises the existence of this most wonderful
personage which the world ever had in it?

Why is our reason patient, under the outrageous violence of
being required to believe that he who was the pattern of all
virtue, packed up his own flesh and bowels for immortality,
while he left the mould in which he was cast, the lap in which
he lay, the arms which had embraced him, for worm’s meat ?

Why is it, that in exact proportion as the various denomina-
tions of Christians, have seceded further and further from the
Catholic Church, you find them paying less and less respect to
the Virgin Mary? Not half so much in the Church of England
8 in the Church of Rome ; not half so much among any other
‘denomination of Christians as in the Church of England; and,
among the Unitarians, none at all.

Why is it, that among all the boasted treatises on the evi-
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dences of Christianity, not one has ever attempted to prove the
existence of the mother of Christ? and

Why is it, that in proportion as the attempt is made to give
an historical basis to Christianity,—all reference to his mother
is so carefully avoided ?

Are not these questions which a man should ask : and on
which he should insist on being satisfied, as he would wish to
be faithful in the exercise of the faculty of his reason, by which
alone he is superior to a brute ?

And does it become a man to be going to ehurch and chapel
week after week, and year after year, to come away no wiser
than he went, listening for ever to eternal repetitions of sounds
without sense, and words without meaning ?

If learning be better than ignorance, and wisdom better than
folly, in your apprehension, remember all ye have ever heard
elsewhere, in comparison with what now ye shall hear ; and do
yourselves the justice to reject the evil and to choose the good.

The Church of England celebrates two great festivals annu-
ally to the honour of the Virgin Mary: the one on the 2d of
February, called the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin ;
and the other on the 25th of March, called the Annunciation of
the blessed Virgin Mary, or Lady-day.

The Church of Rome, being four times more religious than
the Church of England, celebrates eight annual feasts, and as
many preparatory fasts, the day before, to make ready for the
feasts, to the honour of this divine Lady. These are re-
spectively :

Her Purification February 2.
Her Annunciation March 25.
Her Visitation July 2.

Her Desponsation January 23.
Her Commemoration July 16.
Her Nativity September 8.
Her Conception December 8.

Her Assumption August 15.
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Why are these particular festivals kept on these particular
days ?

Of the Virgin Mary, it is first to be observed, that that epithet
added to her name, bears no such sense in its primitive appli-
cations as modern parlance attaches to it.

For though she is repeatedly called a virgin, she is never
called a maid. The term virgin being applicable to any virtu-
ous person, either married or single, and either male or female,
except where she says herself—‘¢ Behold the hand-maid of the
Lord;” and that God ‘“had regarded the [low estate of his
hand-maiden.”— ’

The celebrated 7th chapter of Isaiah, verse 14, in the Hebrew,
‘JN'DDI? my IR 2 o o omabyn o
rendered in the Septuagint of the Vatican, 13z n wapfevos ev
yaorps Amberas xas Te§ T Uiov, s xaAiaess ovoua aute Epparani,
and in our English, ¢ Behold a Virgin shall conceive, and bear
aSon, and thou shalt call his name Immanuel,” when made to-
bear the preposterous sense which the privileged deceivers of
the people put upon it, is only one among ten thousand
instances of the egregious ignorance or wicked fraud, of which,
if they dared stand in controversy before us, they would stand
convicted : the word which should signify a virgin in their
sense of it, not being .-m'ppn, which is the word Aere used,
but ;YH13.

But the word Blessed, added to the name of Virgin, itself
interprets that word, and excludes the notien of barrenness,
which the word Virgin alone, in the sense which it bears in
the translation, but not in the original, might seem to carry.
And this, the more especially, as the blessedness predicated of
this virgin, is the peculiar blessedness of fruitfulness and
abundance : and signifies the overflowing, or that quantity over
and above an exactly full measure, the full measure filled up

and pressed down, and running over, or the handful thrown
into the bargain, over and above what was exactly purchased,
which is called the blessing. As Elizabeth, when full of the
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Holy Ghost, explaineth its sense in these words :  Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb”—that
is, not the son or daughter, but most literally the fruit—that is,
apples, pears, plums, but more especially all sorts of corn and
wheat, for the abundance of which, bestowed on man by this
particular virgin, all generations shall call her the blessed, or
Sruitful virgin.

As her husband Joseph, who had nothing to do with the
production of the fruits ef harvest, or of the harvest month, was
yet appointed to preside over that month, and was rather a Aus-
bandman, than a husband, as he is expressly worshipped in
those words of the holy Catholic church : ¢ Al hail, honour of
the Patriarchs: steward of the holy house of God, who hast
conserved the bread of life, and the wheat of the elect :” which,
if it lead us not into temptation, to suspect what particular
virgin it was, whose greatest festival is celebrated on the 15th
of August, who presides over wheat and corn, and who is the
particular handmaid of the Lord ; we have never contemplated
the constellation ¥irgo,—with her extended arm, in which is
the bright Star Vindemiatrix, bolding in her hand an ear of
corn, called Spica Virginis : the Stars which constitute her head,
being scarcely visible with the naked eye, the figure is chiefly
to be made out by those Stars which go to the making up of
the hand, which gives her the distinction of being, not the foot,
or the leg, or the head, but the hand-maid of the Lord—that is,
the maid with the hand.

But why was her name Mary? It is precisely the same as
the name Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, and literally
signifies MYRRH, of the Sea, or Lady or Mistress of the sea.
It is precisely the same as Smyrna, the name of the sixth of the
seven churches which are in Asia, addressed by Christ in the
‘Revelations, and which I have demonstrated to be none other
than the Seven Golden Candlesticks—that is, the Seven Con-
stellations, the Ram, the Bull, the Twins, the Crab, the Lion,
the Virgin, and the Balance, respectively, of March, Apri,
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May, June, July, August, and September, in the midst of which,
the Sun walketh in his annual course through the summer
months or reign of the kingdom of heaven.

It is none other than the very name of Myrrk, the mother of
the beautiful 4donis, in the Pagan mythology : as you will find
that very name of Adonis, to this day, given by the Jews to
their Supreme God, Yuhu : and by our Catholic brethren to
their Supreme God, Jesus Christ, as in their Antiphon, for the
18th of December,

. % O Adonai, and leader of the house of Israel, come and re-
deem us with a stretched-out arm.” The story of Myrrha, in the
10th book of Ovid, introducing the character of the old woman,
Anuna, the prophetess of Luke’s Gospel, the Mother of the Virgin
of the Catholic, the Nurse of the Virgin of the Pagan Mytho-
logy, aiding and abetting the allegorical incest by which the
Virgin of the Zodiac is alternately represented as the Daughter,
the Wife, and the Mother of the Sun.

On all which natural analogies, so clear, so beautiful, so in-
structive in their physical and philosophical interpretation, the
clergy, whose great aim in all ages, but never so much as at
the present day, has been to keep mankind in ignorance, have
founded their monstrous mysteries of a conception by the Holy
Ghost, a birth by the Virgin Mary,—a Theotokos, a Deipara, a
Mother of God, a wife of her own Father, a Daughter of her
own Husband, a Sister of her Son, and Mother of her Brothet.
And all those other hideous spurities which serve to show to
what a depth of degradation the human intellect may be reduced,
when once ’tis left to no more learning than the priests will pro-
vide for it. :

The word Mary is, as every one knows, the same as the
Latin word Mare, the Sea ; and in its plural form Maria, pro-
nounced Maria, signifies the Seas, as the adjective Marina, of
or pertaining to the Sea, read without the letter N, after the
ancient manner of writing, is the same word, and was, from the
days of an infinitely remote antiquity, one of the names of the



136 THE DEVIL'S PULPIT,

Goddess Venus, The Marine Venus, as she was called by the
Romans; the Venus Anaduomene of the Greeks—that is, Venus
rising out of the Sea—that is, precisely the character of Miriam,
the sister of Moses and Aaron, at the moment of their leading
up the children of Israel out of the Red Sea, when she sang that
beautiful allegorical song, upon the moment of her foot standing
on the horizon, or shore of the mighty deep.

“ Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; the
horse and his rider hath he thrown into the Sea.”” At that mo-
ment, when Spica Virginis is at the horizon, the Star Pollux is
at the Meridian, and Sagittarius, the horse and his rider, who is
the Pharaoh of the Old Testament, and the Saul of the New,
directly pursuing Miriam and her company, is at the bottom of
the sea. And this victory of the Lord over Pharaoh, is ex-
pressly declared to have been achieved with a stretched-out arm.
And look ye here, Sirs; by heaven, if here is not the stretched-
out arm, the peculiar characteristic of the Virgin of the Zodiac,
the hand-maid of the Lord !

The Venus Anaduomene, or Marine Venus, was the subject
of the finest picture of all antiquity.- It was painted by Apelles
from the person of his favourite mistress, Campaspe, who had
been, given him by Alexander the Great. It came afierwards
into the possession of the Roman Emperor Augustus, who Aad
it placed in the Temple, which he built to the honour of his
predecessor, Julius.

From this famous picture, or from records of it, it is admitted,
that Raphael, Corregio, and Titian, even down to our own
Sir Joshua Reynolds, formed their great works, which have
never yet been missing from the altars of our Catholic Cathe-
drals.

And thus the face of the harlot Campaspe, has supplied the
features of the Virgin Mary. The name Mary signifying Mis-
tress of the Sea, so distinctly characterising the Marine Venus,
is further identified by the vulgar versions of it into Polly and
Poll, which are common epithets of the Sea; the Greek word
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Pollus, for many, referring to the many waves of the sea; ad-
dressed by our English poet,
‘¢ Hail, thou inexhaustible source of wonder and contemplation !

Hail, thou multitudinous ocean !’

And in the first Iliad of Homer, we have that noble epithet
for the sea, woAu@AraicCoio baracons.

“ Bn daxcwy wapa Qva, morv@roicGoio barnaons.”

That no such a person as the Goddess Veunus, or the Goddess
Ceres, the Goddess of Corn and Harvest, ever really existed, is
admitted by every one: and the pretence of their existence is ac-
counted for in a moment, by that natural tendency of the mind
to allegorize and personify all its abstract ideas. Asto this day,
we personify death, aud speak of the cold hand of death, the
jaws of death, the king of terrors,—everybody, but a fool or an
idiot, knowing that for all such expressions as these, no real
substantial person or personage, was ever meant by death,

So, after the whole world’s observance, from the days of an
infinitely remote antiquity, that their corn was ripe for the
sickle at the time when the Sun was observed to be in that part
of the heavens which is marked by a group of Stars, that make
something like the shape of & young woman, with a spike of
corn in one hand, and holding out the other, which has the
beautiful Star, Vindemiatrix in it, over another group which
they called the Scales : the Tsabaists, as they are called, or
worshippers of the Hosts of Heaven, as naturally as ’tis natural
to man to possess an imagination, fell into all the imaginations,
and adopted all the personifications of that group of Stars,
which, upon the principleof faith—you know faith that removes
mountains—became the basis of an evangelical history.

What was ouly imagined, was believed to have happened
and the mistake, however gross, was such a pleasing delusion,
that the fools didn’t wish to be set right, but looked on any one
as the devil, or the devil’s chaplain, who would have awakened
them from their drunken dream of faith, and put them to the
trouble of being rational,
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The most extravagant adorations, and the most absurd and
self-contradictory fictions, were consecrated to the honour of
this * wonder in Heaven—a woman.” And the brute people,
who never thought of asking their priests what they meant, nor
would have endured the true and rational explication of their
mysteries, were perfectly satisfied, that what was predicated of
the Virgin of the Zodiac, had had a real occurrence upon earth ;
and as for its infinite absurdity, and utter impossibility to have
happened, the convenient adage, ¢ Nothing is impossible to
God,” settled the matter at onde.

So, no part of religion is more rational than that in which
this wonderful woman of the Zodiac is to this day worshipped
throughout Christendom, under the denomination of the Virgin
Mary : and that, in words of which the astronomical sense is
" actually avowed and acknowledged.

The most beautiful hymn of the Roman Catholic service,
actually bears the title of Ave Maria Stella—hail, Mary Star—
and proceeds:

‘¢ Bright mother of our Maker, hail,
Thou Virgin ever blest ;

The ocean’s Star by which we sail,
And gain the port of rest.”’ ) .

As we have to the same Virgin, those words addressed, which,
if ever there were a people on earth who worshipped the Stars,
are none other than precisely such words as those Star-worship-
pers, would address to this particular group of stars:

Hail, flourishing Virgin; chastity’s renown,
Queen of clemency, whom stars do crown.
Hail, city of refuge,

King David’s tower;

Fenced with bulwarks,

And armour’s power ;

In thy conception, charity did flame !
"The fierce dragon’s pride

‘Was brought to shame.

Judith, invincible

‘Woman of arms :

Fair Abisaig, Virgin,

That true David warms.
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Who, then, is that heavenly maid, that-hand-maid of the
Lord, that Judith so remarkable for her arms, that warms the
true David ; bu¢ that constellation of Virgo, that city of refuge,
as the ultlmate end for which the whole year exists, and which
the Sun enters in the warm month of August, so expressly and
literally defined in the New Testament, as ¢ a virgin in the sixth
month,” when ¢ he crowneth the year with his goodness. And the
valleysalso stand so thick with corn, that they do laugh and sing.”

Hence, this Virgin of the Zodiac, without any contradiction,
without any absurdity, was worshipped by the ancient Tsabaists,
under the characteristic epithet of Virgo Paritura—that is, the
virgin that shall bring forth ; because it is really and physically
the month of August, which brings forth the fruits of the earth:
and for the fruitfulness of which, expectation waits through all
the circling year.

Hence, though a pure virgin—that is, most literally, a fire
virgin—that is, a virgin whose form is made up of those bright

fires, which stud the starry bosom of the night—she is yet the
" tender mother of all animal life, who provides the food on which
we are to be sustained throughout the year—that ¢ openeth her
hand and filleth all things living with plenteousness.” Thus,
all is beautiful, all is, magnificent, grand, harmonious, and in-
telligible ; elegant as art, and convincing as science, when in-
terpreted by the true key of astronomical allegory.

Where stands the Virgin Mother, in the gospel, but near the
cross of Christ?

Where stands the Virgin Mother in the Zodiac? but just as
near the cross which the Sun makes over the Equinoctial line,
in September, when, after having expended his last fervours in
ripening the corn, he passes into his church of Laodicea—that
is, literally, the just people—that is, the group of Stars which
form the scales of justice, in which it is neither hot nor cold,
but-lukewarm : but where the Solar heat every day diminishing,
he begins to descend with sorrow to the grave,

The Virgin Mother, is supposed grievously to deplore this
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event. Hence the pictures of the Crucifixion of Christ, which
represent the Virgin Mary, with the face of the Venus of Apelles,
in deep grief, standing near the foot of the cross. It never
being to be forgotten that the New Testament most distinctly
speaks of two crucifixions of Christ, answering to the two
crosses which the Sun makes over the Equator—the one in
Spring, in which he is the crucified Lamb, and after which he
ascends into heaven, and the other in September; after which,
he descended into hell. As you have respectively two distinct
pictorial representations of the Crucifixion, the Vernal Cruci-
fixion, entirely omitting the figure of the Virgin Mother, as that
of the Autumnal Crucifixion, which takes place in September,
with perfect analogy, never omits to represent the Virgin of
August, as standing near the cross of September. .

And the plaint of the Blessed Virgin, as read to this day in

the church of Rome,

“In grief the holy mother stood,

‘Weeping near the holy wood.”
is but a version, and a very bad one, of the Greek idyl of
Moschus, the plaint of the Goddess Venus for the death of her
Adonis : .
“ Alas, alas! Adonis, the beautiful Adonis, is dead;
Alas, alas ! Cytherea, thy beautiful Adonis is dead.”

Thamuzand Adonis,are one and the self-same Deity— Adonis
being none other than the Sun in Thamuz, from whence our
common name of Thomas, one of the twelve disciples of Christ
—that is, one of the twelve signs of the Zodiac ; the Hebrew
pname for the month of June being Thomas; and Thomas,
which is also called Didymus, signifying a Twin.

The annual wound, and being yeurly wounded, puts the
astronomical sense beyond all approach of doubt. The Sun,
underhis name Adons, literally composed of the three words—
ap, the Lord ; oN, the being; and 1s, the Fire, is allegorically
wounded, killed, or put out, by the ascendancy of the Great
Bear, Boar, or Pig, which is Lord of the Ascendant during the
winter months. So Adonis, in the Pagan allegory, is believed
to be killed by the tusks of a wild boar; and Jesus, in the
Christian allegory, discovers a particular spite against pigs,
and is represented to have yeceived five wounds, analagous to
the five winter months, October, November, December,
January, and February, during which he is below the line of
the Equator,
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And hence, the savages, whom we call the peculiar people of
God, who have always been worshippers of Adonis, and who,
to this day, use the word Adonai, as synonymous with Yahou,
which we absurdly pronounce Jehovah, have always been dis-
tinguished for their aversion to pork. And the 80th Psalm to
David, that is, to the true David, the Sun, beautifully describes
the ravages of winter, under this very figure, calling on the Sun
to turn and bring back again the comfortsof that better weather,
which we all, at this time, so long to see.

“The wild boar out of the woods doth root it up, and the wild
beasts of the field devour it.”

“Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand : and upon

the Son of Man, whom thou madest so strong for thine own
self ;”” that is to say, “ Turn thee again, O Lord God of Hosts,
show the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole.”
* We shall get the better of these coughs and colds when the
fine weather comes, but not till then, when we shall be able
to say, “Now is the winter of our discontent, made glorious
summer, by this sun of York.”

That the Virgin Mary, the Grecian Venus, and the Egyptian
Isis, are each of them the same as the Virgin of the Zodiac, is
a truth borne out, not by one or two, but by a thousand analogies.

Paris, the capital. of France, still retains its Greek name
Hape Ioig—that is, under the protection of Isis, as its great
cathedral, bears the name of Notre Dame—that is, our Lady—
that is, the common name of Isis, Ceres, Venus, and the Virgin.
But that by this Notre Dame, our Lady, was meant none other
than the Lady of the Zodiac, is certified by the architecture of
the building itself, which represents the twelve signs of the
Zodiac, six and six perpendicularly on the sides of the great
northern entrance, with the place that should be occupied by
the Virgin, supplied instead with a figure of the architect of
the edifice, and the Virgin to whose honour it is dedicated,
taken out of her place in the succession of the signs, and set
over the centre of the door as the Goddess of the temple, with
the child Jesus in her arms, and having under her feet a serpent
twisted round a tree, which is the exact relation of the Virgin
of the Zodiac.

Before the invention of letters, the hieroglyphical monogram
of the Virgin of the Zodiac was, what to this day it continues,
three straight strokes, with a thin running line from the middle
of the one, to the top of the other, and a tail, or downward
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stroke, passing below the others, which has since become tke
shape of the letters M and Y, the natural abbreviation of the
name Moary.

But not alone the character and the symbols of the Virgin of
the Zodiac, were from remotest ages the very same as those of
the Virgin Mother of Christ; but both the name of Christ and
of Jesus, was given to the child which the Virgin of the Zodiac
was represented as carrying in her arms, and which, in the
inscription to her honour in the temple of Isis, she was repre-
sented as herself declaring to be none other than the Sun. 1
AM ALL THAT IS, THAT WAS, AND THAT SHALL BE; AND THE
FRUIT WHICH I BROUGHT FORTH IS THE SUN.

The Arabian astronomer Alboazer, or Abulmazer, has the
curious e quoted by Kirker, Selden and R. Bacon, and
Dupuis }Vol. iii.,, p. 46), putting the astronomical and infi-
nitely remote antiquity of the Christian allegory, beyond ques-
tion, to every mind capable of perceiving what evidence of
antiquity, really is,

‘“ We have,” says Abulmazar, “in the first decan of the sign
of the Virgin, following the most ancient traditions of the
Persians, the Chaldeans, the Egyptians, Hermes, and
Esculapius, a young woman, called in the Persic language
Seclenidos de Darzama ; in Arabic, Adrenedefa—that is to say,
a chaste, pure, and immaculate Virgin, suckling an infant,
which some nations call Jesus, but which we, in Greek, call
Christ.”

And why was this Virgin Mother of Christ Jesus, espoused
to & man whose name was Joseph, but as you may see in the
visible heavens, and as is here delineated on the globe, this
Virgin in the sixth month, August, is accompanied, and always
to be seen together, rising or setting with the Husbandman
Bootes, who, with his beautiful Star Arcturus, and his sons,
mentioned in the Book of Job, Eresided over the vintage, and
was believed to have taught mankind the cultivation ot corn ;
and who is so honoured and so worshipgeed to this day, by the
church of Rome in her collect: ¢“We beseech thee, O Lord,
that we may be assisted by the merits of the spouse of thy most
holy mother, that what of ourselves we cannot obtain, may be
given us by his intercession, who liveth and reigneth with God
the Father, God the Son,and God the Holy Ghost.”

_ The name Bethlehem, in which the Virgin resided, literally
signifying the house of corn, and the name Joseph, as literally
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signifying increase or abundance ; and it is the business of the
husbandman to store up and take care of this increase and
abundance, as it is in the month of August that the earth brings
forth her increase, and God, even our God, doth give us his
blessing.

And why, has the church fixed the great festival of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on the 15th of August,
and that of her'nativity on the 8th of September, as you will
see in your Almanacks, even of the present year ?

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary, is fixed on the 15th of
August, because at that time the Sun is so entirely in the con-
stellation of the Virgin, that the Stars of which it is composed
are rendered invisible in the bright effulgence of his rays; and
the Christian church has the words: ¢ thkis day the Virgin

, is taken up into the Heavenly Chamber, in which the King
of Kings, sits in his Starry Seat.” As the Pagan church, from
an infinite antiquity, fixed this very day, as that of the Assump-
tion of the Goddess Astrea—that is, the Starry Goddess, which
is but another name of the same personification. But, about
three weeks afterwards, the Sun having passed on, in his appa~
rent annual course, towards the scales of September, the Stars
which compose the Virgin, seem to emerge out of his rays, and
be?'n again to be visible to the naked eye.

or that reason, ard for none other, the church has fixed the
festival of the nativity of the Virgin on the 8th of September.

And she was espoused to the man Joseph, because the con-
stellation Bootes, always rises and sets with her, and so was
imagined to have the charge of bringing her up. With her he
comes up in the Opeivn, the Hill Country, the upper or visible
bemisphere ; and with her, he goes down into Egypt—that
is, be sinks below the horizon in the west. The Great Star in
the Virgin, appearing on the eastern edge of the horizon, at the
moment of midnight, between the 24th and 25th of December,
when the Sun gains the first degree of ascension, was said to

reside over his nativity, and gave occasion to the fable of
hrist—i. e., the Sun being born of a pure Virgin.

The fable of the birth, being once atropted, the natural analo-
gies of human life, supplied the date of other festivalsin honour
of this celestial lady, as that of Lady-day, the 25th of March,
precisely nine months before the 25th of December.

While our own allegorical language supplies all the fillings
up, of the ingenious fiction, the pure Virgin, without any con-
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tradiction or absurdity, is literally purified in the fire of Hell,
when she is in her ¢ low estate,” in February ; but, in the sixth
month, she thanks the Sun for having regarded the low estate,
that she, this maid of the hand, had been in, when he has put
down the mighty—i. e., the Stars of the opposite constedfition,
from their seat, and exalted or brought to the zenith, those that
had been of low degree. He fills the hungry with good things,
as the Lion of July, called by Samson, the Eater, and herself
in the sixth month, are the fruitful and abundant months:
while the rich, the opposite signs of January and February, are
sent empty away, with nothing to live on, but fish ; so that with
them, till the mutton of March, and the beef of April come in,
it must necessarily be, Lent.

And all this ¢o-do is expressly declared to be in fulfilment of
the covenant—that is, most literally, making up of the astrono-
mical allegory to Abraham—that is, the planet Saturn and his
seed—that is, the Stars of Heaven for ever.

Thus, Sirs, have I brought before you, in this lecture, a few,
in my other lectures, very many, of the principles of that occult
astronomical science which lies hid under the riddle of Evange-
lical fiction, with a force of demonstration which prejudice, hy-
pocrisy, or madness may oppose, but reason cannot.

For, Sirs, if reason, if truth, and the right of the cause, were
with those whom I oppose; or, if they themselves felt an
honourable conviction that they were right, why should they
have recourse to the dark and slanderous arts of defamation and
scandal, and the wicked persecuting tricks, which & good cause
never needed, and good men never used.

Why should they brand me with opprobrious epithets, to
terrify men’s minds from the pursuit of knowledge?” Why isit
that they dare not trust their hearers, nay, nor themselves, so
much as to hear me, or even to know what the nature of the
arguments, I adduceis? But that, like conscious bankrupts,
they dare not look at the bill which an honest man would bring
against them.

Why do they decline the challenge which I have given, and
shall never cease to give, to the best and ablest of them, under
any arrangements, even of THEIR OWN, so they will not kill me,
to show, by fair comparison, whether it be we, or they, who are
deceivers of the people?

END OF THE DISCOURSE ON VIRGO PARITURA.
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“ And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his Wife's
Mother luid, and sick of a fever. And he touched her hand,
and the feoer left her; and she arose, and ministered unto
them.”—MaTTHEW viii. 14.

HEeRE is a personage introduced to us, of whom we ought,
upon all principles of rational criticism, to be supposed never
to have heard before. For this is the first passage in any part
of God’s most holy word (that is, in either New Testament
or Old), in which the name of Peter occurs: yet here his
name occurs, and his character is introduced with a familiarity
as gross, as if the writer of this gospel had taken it for granted
that every body must know who Peter was,—that his name and
character, and every thing that was to be understood with respect
10 him, would present themselves to the mind as immediately
as the name of any one of the days of the week or months of
the year. As you might say, Sunday, February 20 ; every body
knowing, as well as yourself, what Sunday, February 20, means

A proof, this, among ten thousand others, that these gospels

VOL. I. K
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are not original writings, and were not, and could not have been,
written, till any length of time you please, after all the subject-
matter which they contain was as familiar to the general notions,
and ordinary associations of idea, among the persons for whose
convenience they were written, as the names of the days of the
week are with ourselves,

Here is an ambiguity in the text itself, which could only have
been set right, or at least settled, by those who had other and
better means of settling it, than any information which this
gospel contains. For, as far as the text goes: « When Jesus
was come into Peter’s house, he saw his Wife’s Mother laid, and
sick of a fever,” there’s no knowing whether it was Peter’s
wife’s mother, or Jesus’s wife’s mother, that was laid, and sick
of a fever.

And if anything like historical and probable fact were in-
tended in the matter, nothing hinders but that Jesus might
have been a married man, as well as Peter. And there might
have been a Mistress Jesus Christ, as well as a Mistress Peter;
and that, too, with very great relief to the moral character of
this great pattern of holiness, from certain suspicions which
would naturally attach to a person who was so familiar as he
was, with other men’s wives: as we expressly read, that he was
followed by certain women which had evil spirits ; which evil
spirits, I hope I may, without impiety, suppose to be none of
the best spirits. ¢ Mary Magdalen, out of whom went seven
devils; and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward ; and
Susanna, and many others which ministered to him of their
substance.”

Like the Great Mogul, this great pattern of purity and
holiness,—his purity and holiness, notwithstanding—kept a
seraglio,—which accounts for the singular fact, that of all the
ten commandments, the one which our Blessed Saviour held to
be of least consequence, was that which comes between ¢ thou
shalt do no murder,” and  thou shalt not steal” As we find
him disposed to hush up a matter of ¢hat sort, with a good-
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oatured— U%, tut ! say no more about it.”—say no more about it.
Hath no man condemned thee, woman? neither do I condemn
thee. We are siz of one and half-a~dozen of the other. Go,
go! and be more prudent for the future. It is mot for us to
fling stones at you. The gospel, you see, both in example and
precept, presents us with the purest system of ‘morals that was
ever propounded to man.

But our business now is with the chief of the apostles, that
great paragon of moral perfection, Saint Peter, who denied his
master, and who curst and swore till the very cock upon his
roost crowed Shame on you, Peter ; but, by the wink of an eye,
turned into “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus
Christ, the first Saint of the Calendar, the Porter of Heaven’s
Gate, and the rock and foundation of the whole Christian Church.”

Now, as we can never go to Heaven when we. die, unless
Peter, to whom Christ has committed the keys, shall be pleased
to open the gate to us, is it not worth our while to scrape all
the acquaintance we can with such an important personage,
and not to expose our souls to the dreadful venture of having
to knock, and cry, Lord, Lord, open to us, to receive no better
answer, perhaps, than a Go and be , ye yools, I know ye
not : und why should I, when you never thowght it worth your
while to know me.

So, then, if ye have a mind, I will mtroduce ye to Saint
Peter, and will tell you more about him and of him, than any
of your clergy, either Catholic or Protestant, have ever known
themselves, or if they have known, than they have ever had
the honesty to tell you. Their object being that of the
Cherubim, with the flaming sword, which turned every way to
keep you from the tree of knowledge,—my object being, that
which suitably comports with the title they have given me, of
the Devil's Chaplain, to tempt you, by all the arguments I can
use, to eat of that forbidden fruit; for God doth know, that in
the day that ye eat thereof, then shall your eyes be open; ye
shall see through the vile and wicked imposture that has been
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practised on you, and the power of priests shall exist no
longer.

The gospel of Luke, chap. iv., settles the ambiguity of the
text of Matthew, by determining for us, what otherwise we
should have no right to determine, that it was Simon’s wife’s
mother, and not Jesus's wife’s mother, that had the fever,—
Simon and Peter, or Simon Peter, being assumed to be syno-
nimous, or a double name for one and the self-same personage.
But the matter is but little mended, in this account, which re-
presents the fever, which had seized the old woman, as being
as much a real personage, and as sensible a personage, as the
old woman herself.

St. Luke, who we are told, was a physician, and thaefore
ought to be called Doctor St. Luke (and we have at this day a
Doctor St. John), tells us that this fever took the woman, not
that the woman bad taken the fever; and not that the fever
was a very bad fever, or a yellow fever, or a scarlet fever, but
that it was a great fever—that is, I suppose, a fever six feet
high, at least: a personal fever, a rational and intelligent fever,
that would yield to the power of Jesus’s argument, but would
never have given way to James’s powder. So we are expressly
told, that Jesus rebuked the fever—that is, he gave it a good
scolding : asked it, I dare say, how it could be so unreasonable
as to plague the poor old woman so cruelly, and whether it
wasn’t ashamed of itself; and said, perhaps, Get out, you
naughty wicked fever you: Go to Hell with you ; and such

. like objurgatory language, which, the fever, not being used to
be rebuked in such a manner, and being a very sensible sort of
fever, would not stand, but immediately left the old woman in
high dudgeon, and swore he’d never come into that house
again.

The next important discovery is, that Peter, or Simon Peter

. was at any rate worth a house: which shows us, at least, that
the man was by so much richer than the master, who declares
that he had not where to lay his head. The epostle, you see
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had a fixed and permanent place of residence, while his master
had not. It is bard to reconcile this admission of Peter’s being
8 housekeeper, and able, not only to keep a wife, and very
likely a large family of his own, but to keep his wife’s mother
as-well ; with the general understanding, that he was exceed-
ingly poor, and nothing more than a poor fisherman of the
Galilean Lake, except we suppose that his wife took in washing,
which may account for her husband being a Waterbearer.®

But then again we have the fresh difficulty opened upon us,
inthe Acts of the Apostles, which implies, that he was not a
fisherman, but a tanner, whose house was by the sea-side, with
this most curious source of ambiguity, which nome of your
clergy can give a reason for; and you shall soon see that I
can: that Simon Peter, who, in the gospel, is but one person,
inthe Acts of the Apostles, splits into the two, Simon, and
Peter : and then, Peter is no longer a housekeeper, but a lodger,
Peter, lodging in the house of Simon. The house of the tanner
being by the sea-side (which was certainly not the best situa-
tion for a tan-yard), may account for the mistake of the tanner
being taken for a fisherman. Though the most conclusive
reason for settling the question, that this first of the apostles
was a tanner, and not & fisherman, is, that though he might
catch a sole or a flat fish now and then, yet we may be very
well assured, that there is nothing like leather. ¢ And it came
to pass,” says our holy record, ‘that Peter tarried many days
inJaypa, with one Simon a tanner.” But the most curious
fact is, that God Almighty, who knows nothing about 17,
Carey Street, Lincoln’s Inn, should discover such a very par-
ticular acquaintance with the house of Simon the tanner, as in
two or three particular revelations from Heaven, repeatedly to
describe it, as if to prevent all possibility of mistake: “ And
now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname
is Peter ; he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is
by the sea-side.” This is most condescending particularity.

* Peter is unquestionably the Aquarius of the Zodiac.
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indeed. Now it is held to be a wonderful conformation to the
evidences of Christianity, to know that there actually is a town
of the name of Joppa, situate in the Levant, on the coast of the
Mediterranean Sea: and our Christian travellers, who always
see what they go to see, by the help of this divine directory,
will find you out the very tan-yard of Simon, and come back
in new shoes, made of the leather that Simon tanned.

While the scripture mentions no other place of permanent-
residence for St. Peter, none that could at any time be called
his home, but Joppa,—God himself instructing us that if we want
to find Peter, we must send to Joppa. And if we really want to
know who & man is, there’s nothing like setting ourselves to find
out who he is when he is at home. Now, as Peter was a sort of
personage who found it convenient to have more names than
one, and could only be identified by ringing the changes through
a great many aliases, as alias Simon, alias Peter, alias Simon
Peter, alias Peter Simon, alias Cephas, alias a Stone, alias a
Rock, alias Satan, alias the Devil ;—

We have one of these aliasesimmediately conferred on him by
Christ himself, which puts into our hands a clue to further un-
ravelments, ¢ Blessed art thou Simon-bar Jonah.” Matth. xvi.

But this ¢ Bar-Jonah,” ought to be no bar to our perception,
that Simon and Jonah are one and the same personage—** Bar-
Jonah”’ signifying the son of Jonah, and son and father commonly
bearing the same name : and Jonah, who navigated in the fish’s
belly, when he fled from the presence of the Lord, went down
to Joppa, and there he found & ship going to Tarshish ; so that
Simon-bar - Jonah—that is, Simon, the son of Jonah, identifies
the Peter of the New Testament, as a second edition of the
Jonsh of the Old, according to the analogy which, in so many
instances, I have demonstrated as obtaining, between the Old
and New Covenant : with only this curious transposition, that in
the New Covenant, it is the man that catches the fish: whereas,
in the Old Covenant, it is the fish that catches the man.

Now the name Jonas, which, on the showing of Christ him-
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self, constituted so essential a part of the style of Simon Peter :
Simon-bar Jonah is a direct anagram, and absolutely the same
name as that of Janus, who, in the Pagan mythology, bears the
same character, and fills the same functions, as the Simon-bar
Jonah, or Peter of the Gospel ; with this most curious, most
startling coincidence of fact—that while no single line of historical
record, of any character whatever, was ever yet to be adduced
to prove that any such person as Simon Peter or Simon-bar
Jonah ever existed, or was ever in Rome,—Rome, through all
periods of its Pagan history, was famous for its temple of Janus.
Janus was not a Greek, but peculiarly and exclusively a Roman
deity ; and Rome, to this day, retains the self-same Janus,
under his name Peter, as her patron saint ; and her temple of
Janus, on the self-same spot of ground, under the name of St.
Peter’s Church.

The figure of the God, Janus, (Iayog), was represented with
astaff in one hand, with which he pointed to a rock, from whence
issued a profusion of water; while in the other he held a key,
and had generally near him some resemblance of a ship.

He was addressed,

¢¢ Jane bifrons, anni tacite labentis origo.”

Two faced Janus, the origin of the silently flowing year. He
was believed to preside over the new year; his two faces
(sometimes one old, and the other young), were emblematical
of his looking both on the old and the new year, as the name
of the month January, is derived from that of Janus. And his
fingers were so disposed as to represent the number 365, the
number of the days of the year. Sometimes the two faces, the
old and young, were represented as the one looking upwards,
to the coming year, the other downwards, on the year gone by,
and were set on two distinct persons ; and in this form you may
see him to this day, on the western front of our own St. Paul’s
Cathedral, where he has got the character of the Evangelist, St.
Mark. And the church has invented the silly lie that Saint
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Mark wrote his gospel, under the immediate dictation of St.
Peter ; as there you will observe the old boy, with his pen in
his hand, ready to scribble away ; while the young one (a little
Cupid, with wings, the very form of the Aquarius, or Water-
bearer of the Zodiac), is looking him up in the face, and telling
him what to write. While we have still preserved the very words
of the Pagan prayer-book, which-identify him with the Peter of
the gospel.
¢ Jane Pater, Jane tuens, Dive biceps biformis.
O Cate rerum Sator, O Principium Deorum.”

O Father Janus, O regarding Janus, two-headed, two-bodied
Saint ; O wise sower of things, O chief of all the Gods.

The word Pater, now generally taken for the Greek or
Latin for FATHER, is but a corruption of the word Peter. The
word PaTor or PETOR, from whence the nameof the Apostle
Peter was, as the learned Bryant has shown, an Egyptian
word, the true name of the Ammonian priests, or priests of
Jupiter Ammon, being Petor or Pator: and it is found in
combination, to this day, in the name of the Supreme Pagan
Deity, Jupiter, which, without any pun or levity, and in brave
defiance of any approach of ridicule or sarcasm, stands, the in-
controvertible basis and origin of the Jew Peter—Jew was the
name of God, which the soft and elegant utterance of the Greek
nations, pronounced with a sigma or Zeta, as e, or Zew, and
Pater, or Peter, signifying not his paternal character, but his
wisdom, in foretélling things to come, “ or bringing to light,”
the proper attribute of TiME. As the priests of Apollo were
called Patéres, or Peters, in signification of their being inter-
preters of the oracles of Apollo, as our priests, are to this day.

All the names of relationship among us, as father, mother,
brother, sister, uncle, nephew, niece, being, in the opinion of
the learned Bryant, originally the names of different orders of
priests or priestesses of the Gods and Goddesses.

The name of Peter, the highest, first, and chief of the priestly
hierarchy, and a part of the name of the Supreme Deity Jew’
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Peter, was, by an obvious metaphor, passed over to the father
of the household, and he was called Pater, as bearing the same
analogy to the family as Janus to the Gods, as January to ‘the
year, as Aquarius to the Zodiac, as Reuben to the Patriarchate,
s Jonah to the Prophets, as Peter to the Apostleship, and as
John the Baptist to the Messiahship.

At Rome, the Pagan origin of the name and character of
Janus is overlooked or forgotten in the word St. Peter; but at
Naples, professing the same Christian religion as Rome, and
under the same Patron Saint, it comes bolt upon us in the un-
covered, and undisguised name of Saint Jaxuary, Bishop of
Benevento, who was believed to have been beheaded in the per-
secution of Dioclesian, and who was much such another Saint,
as Saint Monday, and whose blood is annually liquefied, when
towards the latter end of January, the Sun turning and looking
with a warmer ray upon the mouth, that had denied being under
his influence, his icy-heart is thawed, his frosts unbound, and
January, that came in so cold and ruthless, and blustered like
5t. Peter in the gospel, ¢ went out and wept bitterly :”” and here
you see more than enough of the marks of his dirty tears stain<
ing the walls of our Rotunda.

One of the most striking epithets of the God Janus, was
Matutinus—that is, of or pertaining to the marning, as he was
believed to preside over all beginnings, entrances, gates, and
commencements ; not merely over the beginning of the year,
but over the beginning or dawn of every day : and hence, the
Cock, whose crowing announces the first appearance of the day,
was the peculiarly accompanying emblem of the God Janus ;
and bears precisely the same part in the gospel allegory, in
crowing Peter into repentance, as he bears in the amalogy of
nature, when his shrill voice proclaims the breaking-in of evan-
gelical light upon the dark conscience of the Sun-abjuring
apostle; and the evidence of his repentance descends upon the
world, in the dewy tears of the morning.

Hence, ’tis the allegorical language of the Sun, addressed -to
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the God of Morning, most beautiful in poetry, most accurate
in nature, in the 130th Psalm: “ My soul waiteth for thee,
before the Morning Watch, I say before the Morning Watch.”
Nor less allegorical, nor less beautiful, is that extension of the
metaphor, in the language of Christ, to the Janus of the gospel,.
“ Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice,”—that is,
extendedly, « Through the three watches of thy state of darkness,
thou shalt forswear thy Lord: but the early bird shall awaken
thee, and at his crowing thou shalt perceive my glance upon thee,
and acknowledge its influence, in dewy sorrows.”

The Greeks, who never adopted the Janus of the Romans,
had a Janus of their own—i. e., the same allegorical personage,
under the name of Zsculapius, who, like the Janus of the
Romans, the Jonas of the Old Testament, and the Simon-bar
Jonas, or Simon Peter of the gospel, was none other than one
of the ten thousand personifications of the Sun ; as is discovered
to us in the etymology of ‘the name Asculapius, which is com-
pounded of the three Ammonian radicals : asa—fire—KUL—
‘all: aB—father, with the mere grammatical termination,
making Ash—kul—ab—ius—that is,— AEsculapius, the Fire, the

Universal Father—that is, the Sun.

Of the Greek Janus, then, as well as of the Roman, the cock
was the peculiar emblem : and we have meaning, significancy,
and beauty, in those last words of the dying Socrates, admitted
to have been one of the wisest of the human race, and a most
strenuous maintainer of the Unity and Perfection of the Supreme
Being, when, with his dying breath, he reminded his followers
of their religious duties, saying,  Remember we owe a cock to

o ”

But the ascompaniments and associations which identify the
Saint Peter of the gospel, are more particularly :

1. His primacy in.the Apostleship.

2. His appointment to the care of the Keys of the Kingdom
of Heaven.

3. His designation as Cepkas, which is, being interrupted, a
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Stoue, or Rock, upon which Stone or Rock the Church of
Christ was to be founded.

4. His being the Brother of Andrew.

5. His being the Father of Judas Iscariot ; as Judas Iscariot
is ex y called the Son of Simon.

6. His being the peculiar comrade of James and John, the
Sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon, Luke v.

7. His always and invariably being connected with fishing, or
fishing-nets, or a boat or ship, or with something necessarily
leading the mind to some idea of water, of the sea, or of a sea-
faring life. .

The ship into which Christ entered was Simon’s ; the house
into which Christ entered was Simon’s. And we have four
partners in the firm, the brothers Simon and Andrew, and the
brothers James and John, the sons of Zebedee ; which name
Zebedee, literally signifies, abundant portion, as James and
John receive from Christ the distinguishing title of Boanerges,
which is, the sons of thunder. Mark iii.

1. The primacy, or first place in the apostleship, is evidently
given to Peter, on no score of superior merit, and can be ac~
counted for on no other principle, than the analogy of his
character, and the absolute identity of his name, as Simon-bar
Jonas, to the first of the signs of the Zodiac, Aquarius, the
Water-bearer, from which the name of the month Jonuary, or
January, takes its name, followed as you see that month is, by
the sign of the Fishes of February, which the man, pouring out
his urn of water, seems to be pursuing; hence the allegorical
character of a fishernan, given to the people of the gospel, and
the belief, that Janus was the Son of the Ocean, and the in-
variable accompaniment of a boat or ship, in all representations
of the Janus of the mythology.

The water which Aquarius, or Januarius pours out of hmurn,
is'swallowed by the great southern fish, Formalhaut: hence,
the allegorical fiction of Jonah, being swallowed by a whale, in
the Old Testament, and the no less allegorical danger of St. Pe-
ter, of being drowned, in the New.
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2. The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, given to Peter,
in those words of Christ: “ I say also unto thee, that thou art
Peter ; and upon this Rock I will build my Church, and the
Gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto
thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. And whatsoever
thou shalt loose on Earth, shall be loosed in Heaven,”—is a
sort of language to which any notion of literality, history, or ab-
solute fact, can no more attach, than to the lan of fables.
We must renounce our reason altogether, and so, the
fools or madmen we can make of ourselves the better, to
dream of such a thing as Heaven with keys to it: the key
of the pantry-door, and literal gates of Hell, and a power,
either given or posgest, by any human being, or Divine g’eing,
either to bind or loose, according to the caprice of his arbitrary
will.

And this renunciation of men’s reason it is, that has given
f‘rounds to the insane arrogance of the Papal power, and the no
ess insane tyranny of our Protestant clergy, and the infinite
miseries, cruelties, and crimes, which religious insanity has en-
tailed on the Christian world.

But, use your reason, and how beautiful, how sublime is the
allegory : you have the key of the kingdom of Heaven, as it
were, put into your hand, by Christ himself in his own express
declaration, that to preach the gospel, was “lo preach the
acceptable year of the Lord”—that is (than which no explana-
tion could be plainer)—to preach the gospel, is to set forth the
annual phznomena of nature, under the beautiful type of an
allegorical history : in which the sun is represented as Jesus
Christ, and the twelve apostles, through which he sheds his
bright beams of light upon the world, are the twelve signs of
the Zodiac. And thus you see at once, in how beautiful, in how
sublime an analogy, Janus or January has two faces, the one
looking downwards upon the old, the other upwards on the new

ear.
y 2. How Reuben, the first of the twelve Patriarchs, who is
the same Aquarius, is described in the Pentateuch, as that “ ke
shall pour the water out of his buckets.”

3. How the Son of Man, who is the same Aquarius in the
Psalms, is described as ¢ the man of kis right hand, whom God”
—that is, the Sun,  made so strong for his ownself.”

4. How the prophet Jonas, who is the same Aquarius, was
swallowed by the whale. . .
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5. How, when you go into the city, the heavenly Jerusalem,
“there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water,” who
is this same Aquanus, the Water-bearer of January,

6. How, John the Baptist, who is this same Aquarius, comes
baﬁtizing with water to repentance, saying that  they should
ieve on him who should come after him”—that is, the Sun.

7. How, Simon-bar Jonas, who is again this same Aquarius,
is always connected with the idea of water and fishing, has the
keys of the kingdom of Heaven ; as he stands as the first month
of the year, and has the power of binding up the heavens, in

Jrosts: whose effect is felt throughout all nature, or loosening
them in thaws, and deluging us with reins: of which, in like
manner, every thing on earth is loosened, and liquefied, with
this only consolatory assurance, that “the gates of Hell shall
never prevail against it”—that is, be the frosts or thaws, the
bindings or loosenings of January, what they may ; the Sun has
given such power to this first month of the year, that the' gates
of Hell—that is, the months of October, November, and De-
cember, which the sun passes through, in autumn and winter,
will never be able to recover their empire ; and January, the
rock of ages, with all his ruggedness, or frosts or thaws ; by the
evidence of his lengthening days, assures us, that
¢ Though horrors round our mansion reign,
Yet spring shall come, and nature smile again.”

And hence, have we the meaning of that conundrum, that in
the days of November and December, which arenow gone by,
we desired to see one of the days of January—that is, one of
the days of the Son of Man, and were not able.

Ami' we have this distinct axiom, laid down by the speaker
in the gospels, as a guide and clae to us in the astronomical
interﬂremion, to prevent the confusion and cross purposing,
which would appear to arise from the Sun being spoken of as
the sign in which the Sun is; and the sign in which the Sun is,
as the Sun itself.

. ¢ Tke Disciple is not above his Jord ; it is enough for the
Disciple, that ke be as his Lord.” And hence, the equal re-
spect paid in the heathen mythology to Janus, as to the Su-
preme Jupiter himself : and each of the twelve great Gods,
when spoken of separately and distinctively, being each in turn
spoken of and addressed as the one Supreme and only Geod.

ence, in the Christian mythology, the equal respect paid to
the apostles, or to each and every of them, as to Christ him-
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self, and, indeed, a great deal more,—as you will find through-
out Christendom, twenty churches built to the honour of St.
Peter, St. James, St. Andrew, and all the rest of them, except
Saint Judas Iscariot, for one to the honour of poor Jesus.

And hence, you see, with what an accuracy of analogy the
apostle hasa house of his own, while the Saviour has not where
to lay his head,~—the constellations retaining their fixed relative
positions, while the Sun, in seeming to pass through them,
wanders from house to house.

And hence, as you find Jesus in the gospel, calling Peter a

Stone, you will find Peter in the epistle returning the compli-
ment, and calling him a Stone, and the drollest kind of a Stone
that ever was in the world, a living Stone, unto whom coming, he
says, ““ as unto a living Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God, and precious.” And this, in accomplishment
of that most extraordinary prophecy, in the 28th of Isaiah:
““ Thus saith the Lord God, ¢ Behold I lay ‘in Zion for a foun-
dation, a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Corner Stone, a sure
foundation ; and he that believeth shall not make haste:'”
which, for any explication that any of my reverend brethren
can give, and saving (most reverentially speaking) the honour of
the Lord God, who, you know, has a right to say what he
pleases : if any bod{ else had said it, I should say——No! I
won’t tell you what I should say.
"~ Are we then so positively commanded to worship a Stone,
and to believe in a Stone ; and that, under peril of the drollest
damnation that ever man was damned to, thatif we don’t believe
in the Stone, we shall make haste ?

And does it become us, then, to fling stones at the pretended
ignorance of our heathen ancestors, and to assure ourselves that
none other than the grossest litholatry could have been intended
by those who addressed their devotions to the immortal statuary
of a Phidias or Praxitiles, the Paphian Venus, or the Olympian
Jove, all of Parian Marble, and of such matchless execution,
as if the design of them had been to present a perpetual admo-
nition to the world : how clever, how infinitely clever man may
become, when he gives his mind to the arts and sciences; and
what a fool, religion makes of him. O, but cry my gospel in-
nocents, the Stone, spoken of in Secripture, does not mean a
Stone. No! it does not; and neither does the man, spoken
of in the gospel, mean a man: and no such man as Jesus
Christ, or such men as any of his twelve apostles, ever
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existed. Nor has their historical existence ever been pretended,
but by those whose object is to keep mankind in ignorance,
and who have justly, that woe denouneed against them, by the
speaker in the 6ospel, who was, in his day, what I am called
in mine, the Devil’s Chaplain; and who said to the chief
Eriests and lawyers, what I say to them too : *“ Woe unto you,
ypocrites, for ye have taken away the key of knowledge ; ye
enter not in yourselves, and them that were entering in, ye
hindered.” Luke xi. With that key, I now present you, in the
moral certainty, that by Zion, was never meant any place on
earth, but the great circle of the starry heavens; as the Stone
laid for a foundation in that Zion, the sure foundation, is that
first of the signs of the Zodiac, from which the whole vaulty
arch of Heaven takes its Spring, which the Sun enters in the
month of January. .

¢ And he that believeth”’—that is, he who understandeth the
science hidden under this allegory, so as to know the bearings
and positions of this first of the constellations, he will not
make haste:—that is, be will become an accurate chronologer,
and will be able to keep his account of time, with the accu-
?ﬁi of an almanac, through the whole acceptable year of the

rd.

As the astrologue in the New Testament, rebukes his hearers
for their stupidity, “ a wicked and adulterous generation”—that
is, going ad ultera, looking to the Stars that lie without the band
of the Zodiac, ¢ seeketh for a sign from Heaven, and there shall
no sign be given them, but the sign of the prophet—that is,
the foreteller of future events, the prophet Jonah”—that is,
Aquarius, the Water-bearer ; because, if you don't understand
that, you are too stupid ever to make any proficiency in
astronomy ; but, understanding that, you will soon be able to
decipher all the rest,—as thus:

1. January, is Saint Peter, dquarius.

2. February, is Saint Judas Iscariot, the Fishes : that fellow
betrayed his master, and lost a day, as St. Peter, in the Acts
of the Apostles explains expressly, “ that he might go to his own

lace.”’
F 3. March, is St. Andrew, the brother of Peter; because,
formerly, the year was reckoned to begin in March; and,
therefore, equal honour is due to them both. And Andrew is
universally distinguished by his standing before a Saltier Cross,
the cross like the letter X, which is a goniometer, or exact mea-
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sure of the angle which the Sun makes in crossing the Equator,
as he does in the month of March.

4. April, is Matthew, the Taurus, or Bull of the Zodiac, as
you see all representations of St. Matthew, with a bull’s head
at his foot, as if of purpose to show us, what the proper urnder-
standing of the thing is.

5. May, is John, the disciple which Jesus loved.

6. June, is Thomas, or Didymus, directly rising out of the
Twins : yet himself, a crabbed sort of a fellow, that towards the
last had half a mind to go backward.

7. July, is James the greater.

8. August is Judas, the brother of James.

9. September, is James the Less, surnamed Oblia the Just,
holding Libra, the balance of Justice.

10. October, is Nathaniel, whom Christ saw underthe fig-tree,
g:il;gring in the last remaining fruits of the year, and called by

ip.

11? November, was Philip, whose very name signifies lover
of a horse; as you see his characteristic in the Sagittarius of
the Zodiac, who is always represented as halfa man and half a
horse, or so passionately attached to the sports of the field, as
always to be on horseback. And you have this curious defini=
tion, John i. 44 : ¢ Now Philip was of Bethsaida,”—Bethsaida
literally signifying the House of Hunters: and '

12. December, is Simon, the Canaanite,

END OF THE DISCOURSE ON ST. PETER,
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“ Rige, let us be going : Behold, he is at hand that doth betray
me. And while he yet spake, lo! Judas one of the twelve.”
~—MATTHEW xxvi. 46.

! Tais is the first passage in which the name of Judas occurs ;
except we reckon that, in the 13th of this holy gospel, in
which a Judas is mentioned, who, together with Joses and
Simon, are spoken of as the immediate brothers of our blessed
Saviour, besides a whole posse of sisters,—for the Virgin Mary
was the mother of a very large family : the only thing to be
regretted is, that hisjbrethren, who must have known him best,
had none the better opinion of him, for that better knowledge,
they were all of them infidels, as we are expressly assured.
John vii. 5., that ““ neither did his brethren believe in him.”
Familiarity, you see, breeds contempt. If you really wish to
love your Saviour, the less you know of him the better:
knowledge is always fatal to devotion. I should have been as
good a Christian as any body, if I had not learnt my book.

I have, in my last discourse, proved, even to absolute de-

VoL, I
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monstration, that the first of the apostles, St. Peter, is a
purely imaginary being ; that, like his master, Jesus Christ, he
never had any real existence : but is of that order of romantic
and ideal personifications which weak and disordered minds
naturally fall into : he is nothing more than a varied embodying
of the Asculapius of the Greeks, the Janus of the Romans,
the Reuben of the Patriarchate, the Jonah of the Ninevites, the
Aquarius of the Zodiac, the January of the Almanac, the John
the Baptist of the Churches, and #Ae Jack Frost of the Nurseries.

‘We come, now, to the less distinctly drawn, but equally ima-
ginary, characters of the rest of the glorious company of the
apostles,—that word always signifying the bright and shining
company.

And here the pretence to any thing like history, or historical
probability, receives its first shock, from the astronomical cha-
racter of the name itself,

- The disciples or learners, being changed into apostles, a name
that could not have been given to mere messengers or itinerant
preachers, and could not have occurred to the unscientific and
illiterate conceptions of a Jewish peasant, as Jesus Christ,
had he been a real personage, must be supposed to have been,

Then, again, why are the names of nine out of these twelve
apostles, being supposed to be Jews, such names as the like of
which no Jews were ever called by. As every one knows, that
every country has a sort and order of names peculiar to itself
and you would no mere find such names as Andrew, James,
John, Philip, Thomas, and the rest of them in Judea, than you

would find Tom Smith, Richard Jones, or Jack Robinson, at
the Court of the King of the Cannibal Islands.

Then, again, why should there be just exactly twelve of ’em,
andno more nor less than just that astronomical number twelve,
s0 nicely corresponding to the twelve months of the year, and
the twelve signs of the Zodiac ?

And this number twelve, so absolutely necessary to be made
up, and kept up, that eleven would be one too few, and thirteen
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wonld be one too many ; so that, though there were 120 disci-
ples, there must be but twelve apostles: and, in the first
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, we find the eleven, after
the Resurrection of their Divine Master, assembled in a large
upper room. God forbid that we should think that large upper
room was a garret, or the first loor down the chimney. I dare
say it was a very respectable lodging, and & great deal nearer
Heaven than any garret in Grub-street. Here, then, they were
in the garret (God forgive me!), in the varewor, in the large
upper room, casting lots—that is, tossing up 8 halfpenny, the
best out of two and three, for the appointment of oge, that was
wanting to make up the complete dozen, by supplying the
place of the traitor Judas, who, as St. Peter tells us, had some-
thing the matter with his bowels, and so lost his bishopric, all
which is explained to us, as clear as every thing else is ex-
plained, by the application of a text of the beok of Psalms :
“ For it i8 written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be
desolate; and let no man dwell therein, and his bishopric let
another take.”” How soon, ye see, were these holy apostles on
the scramble for the bishoprics.

The see that Judas had vacated was not long left undisposed
of; there were two candidates, of whom, one was to be ordained,
says St. Peter, ““ 2o be witnesses with us of the Resurrection of
the Lord Jesus,”

Though neither of the candidates had been any more wit-
pesses of the resurrection than I or you. And how the Devil,
if there had been any reality in the Transaction, could 8 man be
ordained a witness, of that which he had really not witnessed ? -
And if he really had witnessed it, why should it depend
upon the toss-up of & halfpenny, whether he should be allowed
to be a witness of it or not? If Joseph, whose surname was
Justus, which signifies a just max, had really been a witness of
the resurrection of Christ, why should the world be deprived
of his testimony, merely because he happened to cry tail when
it turned up a kead, or because thirteen would have been too

A
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many witnesses, or “because the luck fell to Matthias, whose
name signifies a gift? (a word devilishly like a bribe), and he
was numbered with the apostles. So Ae got the bishopric, as
all other bishops get their bishoprics, the Lord knows how ;
and having got it, like all other bishops, he lies snug, and the
devil a bit do ye hear of him any more; except that our
Church, for a reason which none of your preachers of the gos-
pel can tell you, and I ean, have fixed, a feast on the  24th of
February, and a fast on the 23rd of February, to make ready
for the feast, in honour of Bishop Matthias, on which occasion
she says that pretty prayer, “ O Almighty God, who, into the
place of . the traitor Judas, didst choose thy faithful ‘servant
Matthias, to be of the number of the twelve apostles; grant

fhat thy church, being always preserved from false apostles,

may be ordered and guided by faithful and true pastors, through

Jesus Christ our Lord Ammon.” - The 24th of February being

the place of the Bissextile in the calendar of Julius Cesar,

where in order that Judas might go to his own place, which is

the Sun’s highest point of ascension, from which he is betrayed,

or drawn down, a new day was introduced, and thus the gospel

allegory was made $o preserve its perfect coincidence with the

acceptable year of the Lord.

Now see what havoc a little criticism will play with your
gospel history, and you will no more wonder that your clergy,
and all their satellites, should labour by all means in their
power to deter you from the exercise of that dangerous faculty,
—as thus:

* Why is Peter the speaker and arranger of the whole affair,
in this election of the new apostle ?

Did it become him who, with oaths and curses, deniéd his
Master, and whose treason, therefore, was not 8 whit less
than that of Judas, to be the first for calling for a filling up
of the place “from which Judas, by transgression, fell?”’

And why should not the repentance of Judas have been as
aceeptable to God, as the repentance of Peter, secing the

LS
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repentance of Judas was aecompanied with fruits worthy of
repentance, he gave the greatest proof of sincerity that man could
give. He brought back the one pound ten—i. e., thirty pieces
of silver, which I beseech you to observe, doth make exastly a
shilling a day for every day in the month, with two shillings to
spare, if that month should happen to be February, and with
only one shilling to spare if that February should happen to
be in Leap-year: whereas Peter only went out and blubbered,
and then wiped his eyes, and was as merry as ever.

The accounts of the last catastrophe of Judas, in the gospel,
and in the Actsof the Apostles, are utterly irreconcileable : so
egregiously and flagrantly irreconcileable, that no Christian
who would wish to be thought capable of honest criticism,
would attempt to maintain that they possibly can be recon-
ciled,~as thus :

The Judas of the Gospel, repented.

The Judas of the Acts, did not repent.

The Judas of the Gospel, despaired in his iniquity. ~

The Judas of the Acts, triumphed in his iniquity.

The Judas of the Gospel, returned the money.

The Judas of the Acts, kept the money.

The Judas of the Gospel, bore an honourable testimony to
the innocence of Christ.

The Judas of the Acts, bore no such testimony.

The Judas of the Gospel, gave back the whole sum he had
received to the priests, who put it into the treasury. .

The Judas of the Acts, bought a field with it.

The Judas of the Gospel, hanged himself.

The Judas of the Acts, died by an accident.

The Judas of the Gospel, met a death that was entirely na-
tural.

The Judas of the Acts, met a death that was entirely mira-
culous. :

. Sothat, most likely, like the death of Christ, it was no death

-~
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at all. For who knows but that it ﬁight have been like-
master like-man.

And Judas might have got over his suicide or fatal accident
(which ever it was) as Christ got over his crucifixion, so as to
be none the worse for it, & day or two after: which, indeed,
is more than intimated in the sacred text, from which we learn,
that after he had fallen headlong (wpms ywoueros), and burst
asunder in the midst—uaxnre wmeros—that is, split into two
halves, and all his bowels gushed out, in some way or other,
which God knows best ;- he stuck his two halves together, and
went home, whistling as if nothing had happened : as we are
expressly told, in words whose very curious meaning has never
yet been trusted to the understandings of Christian audiences,
that it was the apostleship, * from which Judag by transgres.
sion, fell, that he might go to his own place.”

The words of the original Greek, rendered literally and
syllabically, as they ought to be, are still more curiously (and
to me, del:yhtfully) enigmatical, s ng ®apiGn Iu dag, wop evdnrass,
&S TOY TOTOY TOY 1350'

Oiit of which passed over 10u-Das, o be earried to the place
which was his proper place.

The words rendered, “from which Jas Das, by transgression
fell,” by no means imply any moral fall, or any fault or crime
which Iou Das had committed, but merely and literally a
passing over that he might go to his own place, as I must pass
over Blackfriars-bridge to-night, to go to my own place.

It is true, indeed, that there are a few passages, which, by a
false punctuation, or collocation of the words; and in that
stupid way of jumping at a conclusion, upon insufficient pre-
mises, are made to bear a sense dishonourable to the character
of this holy apostle.

But these, when properly arranged, and the stops pu? in, in
their right places, will be found to bear a wholly different
meaning.
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" As, where Judas seems to be called a Devil, and the Son of
Perdition'; and it is said, the Son of Man goeth, indeed, as it
is written of him ; but woe unto that man by whem the Son of
Man is betrayed. It had been good for that mom {f he had
not beenborn.”” And where Jesus says, * Have not I chosen
you twelve, and one of you is a Devil?” It is evident that it
was not Judas Iscariot that was the Devil, but Simon Peter;
for an express exception is made in favour of Judas, in those
words immediately following: *“ for Ae knew who it was that
should betray him.”’—that is, he knew it was not he that was the
devil, as he as certainly knew that it was Simon Peter that was
the devil, when he expressly said to him, “ Get thee behind
me, Satan;” and the devil’s in it, if it was not far more likely
to be the devil that wanted to prevent Christ from suffering,
for our redemption, as did Peter, than he who betrayed him
to suffer, as did St. Judas.

The Greek word for who betrayed kim, o xapadidu, is nothing
wrore than Ae who gave Aim up : and instead of implying an acg
of treason or crime, implies an act of the highest benevolence
and charity.

The clause in the prayer of Jesul, “ Those whom thew hast
given me I have kept, and none of them is lost but the Son of
Perdition, that the Seripture might be fulfilled ;”” when pro-
petly collocated, should run thus : *“ None of them is lost but
the Son, that the Scripture of Perdition might be filled up;”
so that there might be no room left for any body to come into
Perdition.

And as for Judas having the Devil in him, and the Devil
having put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot to betray him ;
this, instead of being any proof of the guilt of Judas, in be-
traying Christ, if guilt there were, is the strongest possible
proof of his innocence.

And if the Devil entered into Judas, have we not a fair
right to inquire who the Devil it was that let the Devil into
him? And who should that be but Christ himself? for im-

P
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mediately after he bad given him the sop, Satan entered into
him. So that if Satan really were a bad spirit, as some whe
know nothing about spirits, would pretend, the act.of Jesus, in
giving Judas the sop, dipt in such a spirit, was little less than
setting a gin to catch his soul : and then, forsooth, he calls
Judas the Son of Perdition, after he himself had given him a
dose of blue ruin, Now, if there really were any treason in
the case, who was the traitor but Christ himself, who invited
his victim to supper, and then. poisoned him, most literally,
played the devil with him, gave him such a d——d bad spirit,
as not merely got up into his head, but worked in another way
so fatally, that all his bowels gushed out. And, indeed, Jesus
himself seems to have been well aware of the operation of the
dose that he had given the poor man, by telling him to leave
the room immediately. “What thou doest,” says he, ““do
quickly.” Judas had only time enough, before he died, to
point out to the officers of justice who it was, not whom he
had betrayed, but who had betrayed Aim. Butif this be not
the true way of understanding the whole affair; and by the
spirit which was sopt up into the sop, that Jes gave to Judas,
was meant no sort of aquafortis, gin, hollands, or rum, or
whiskey, heightened with vitriolic acid, but the real incarnate
eternal Devil himself; why, then, it turns up that we have
been mistaking our friend for our enemy all this while; and
the Devil it was—the Devil himself—who was the prime agent,
and all-directing power in the great work of human redemp-
tion. He it is, whose minister I am ; my master Satan, who
is alone entitled to be called, our blessed Saviour. He it is,
to whom we ought to feel infinitely obliged. But for the part
which he played in the scheme, all would have been lost.
We should all have been damned,—Jesus would have shirked
out of it. - He would not have suffered for our sins, and there
should we have been left in the lurch to suffer for them our-
selves ; which, with reverence be it spoken, would have been a
damnation case. .

.
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Nor is there any definition of goodness and virtue, which a
Christian can give, which is not included in that truly merito-
rious action.

For, first, you shall observe, that setting aside the carnal
judgment of the natural man, which discerneth not the things
of the Spirit of God, Judas, so far as he was a free agent in
the affair, made the word of God the sole guide and rule of
his actions.

Now, how could such a man possibly be an immoral cha-

racter? For where will you find such an excellent system of
.morals as in the Bible? And to whom are we to look for
examples of fidelity, faithfulness, goodness, and truth, if not
to the immediate apostles of our blessed Saviour ? Judas, in be-
traying his divine master, did nothing but the very act for which
he was foreordained, and commanded by God, and inspired by
the Holy Ghost to do. And if such an act could possibly be
criminal, and so criminal, too,] as to deserve eternal damna-
tion, or (what isa great deal worse than eternal damnation) to
lose & bishopric, why, there’s a sheer end of all distinction
between obeying the will of God, and disobeying it: and a
man might as well make reason the rule of his actions, as the
Bible.
. For, so strictly conscientious was Judas (Is-pAs) to observe
the law of God in all his actions, that, though he might have
made a much better bargain with the high priests, and sold
‘his master for ten times the sum, yet he so subdued all selfish
and mercenary motives, that he asked no more than the thing
he had to dispose of was worth, that was, one pound ten,
Thirty pieces of silver, that being the price which God, in his
infinite wisdom, was pleased to determine was as much as it
was worth.

And that Judas was actuated by no motives of malice, ill-
will, or unkindness against our blessed Saviour, but quite the
contrary, is proved by the fact, that when he came to Jesus,
in the last interview they ever had, he said, hail master, and
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And Jesus seems to have kissed him in return ; as the words
of the sacred text are : “ And Jesus said unto him, ¢ Friend,
wherefore art thou come #* ” which, in ordinary parlance, is
neither more nor less than My dear boy, how d’ye do # than
which nothing could be more affectionate : so that it seems
they clapt their beards together, and slobbered like two Cupids
in a valentine. Jesus said to Judas, ““friend.”

. Now, I would only ask, what right our Christians have to
give their blessed Saviour the lie, and to charge him with the
duiusting hypocrisy of calling Judas kis friend, if he really
took him to be his enemy? And if he really took him to be
an enemy, and only called him friend ironically, why did he
not suit his action to his word, so that the one might have in-
terpreted the other; and when the fellow thrust his dirty
beard in his face, give him such a ringer in the chops, as would
have shown decidedly what sort of a friend he took him to be.

And how could any two persons on earth be more decidedly
shown to be friends, than Jesus and Judas, as not merely ex-
changing such affectionate salutations, as I thank God are put
of fashion in the civilized world, sitting at the same table, and
dipping their fingers together in the same dish,—for knives
and forks, and spoons, are infidel inventions,—but co-oper-
ating in the same great counsel of infinite wisdom, for the
redemption of mankind.

And as for the betraying of Jesus, being represented as a
crime, or a disgrace, or a shameful act in Judas, itis the most
egregious and monstrous misrepresentation of the matter, that
folly itself could have been so foolish as to have dreamed of.

For to betray Christ was o far from being a dishonourable,
disgraceful, or wicked act, that there was not one of the disci-
ples but what was anxious to do it. So, that when Jesus
said, ““ Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray
me.” they were all on the scramble in a moment to obtain the
honour of doing it; and the cry was, “ Lord, iz it IP”
““ Lord, is it 1?” when Jesus was pleased to settle the dis-
pute, in favour of Judas, by nging, “He it is to whom I

1 give a sop, when I have dipped it (in the pan); and
when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot,
the Son of Simon’’—that is, the Son of Simon Pefer, which
accounts for Simon Peter being so envious of his son
Judas, being promoted before him, that he could never
speak a good word of him afterwards ; and which was a literal
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fulfilment of that prophecy of Christ, in which he said that
he was come to set the son against the father, and the father
against the son. So Simon Peter, when he found that his son,
Judas Iscariot, had got the thirty shillings, was so vexed,
that he went out and wept bitterly, and cursed and swore that
he never would be reconciled to his son any more,

For how could a greater partiality be shown to any man,
than by almost giving him the very victuals out of your mouth,
helping him to the choice bit, sopping up the gravy of the dish,
and reaching your hand over the table, dish and all, to afford
him the advangage of licking the grease off your fingers. And
there can be no doubt that our blessed Saviour’s fingers were
purer than all the silver spoons in the world. Thus Judas was
elected to the honour of betraying Christ, and by coming up
at the very crisis, when otherwise his virtue would have failed,
pushing him on when he wanted to push off, and getting him
in for it, when he wanted to get out of it, he was actuallythe
meritorious agent, and the very hinge and pivot on which the
whole chance of our salvation was on the swing.

It is the grossest absurdity, then, to talk of our being saved,
through the merits of Jesus Christ; when, upon coming to
read the gospel for yourself, you shall see, that if there were
any merits in the business, they were the merits of Judas
Iscariot. :

And as for the peculiar merit of dying for ws—that is so
far from belonging to Christ, that it is peculiarly and exclu-
sively the merit of Judas. Judas Iscariot is the only one
spoken of in the gospel, whose death was matter of his own

oice, and therefore his was the only death which could, by
any possibility, he conceived to have merit init. It is evident
that Jesus would not have been hanged, if he could have
helped it. But Judas hanged himself.

St. Peter, and the other apostles. in the 5th of the Acts
of the Apostles, concur in a direet contradiction to-the ac-
counts of each of the four gospels, by declaring to the Jews,
not that they had crucified Jesus, which, God knows, they
never did, but that they slew him, and hanged him on a tree ;
which is quite as true as the other story. )

For, be it remembered, thst the flattest and most pa_lp?.ble
contradictions that can be put into words, are no contradictions
in Scripture: thus, no sincere Christian donbts, or can doubt,
‘not only that Judas Iscariot hanged himself, but that he abso«

.
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lutely did not hang himself. And that it is equally true, that
he returned the money for which he betrayed his master, and
that he did not return the money. -

And the disciples of Christ could never doubt that he was
crucified, dead, buried, and gone to Hell, even at the very
moment, when he was as much alive as we are at this mo-
ment, and asking them what they had got for supper, as on
that mtemtlng occasion he said to them, “ Children, have ge
any meat ?”’

So, nothingincompatible with the character of hlstoncal con-
sistency has ever yet been observed by the childigh understand-
ings of the forty and fifty year old babes in Christ Jesu-,
the circumstance of Peter, a Jew, at Jerusalem, pr
the Jews, telling them what the name of the field was, in t.he
Jewish language, that it was called, in their proper tongue,
Aceldama ; but as their proper tongue, their native language,
was a language that none of the natives had ever heard of, he
kindly condescended to translate it into plain English —
Aceldama, that is to say, the field of blood.

How sublimely accurate is Scriptural Chronology : the field
had got & name from the transaction, before the transaction
bad taken place. It was a matter of very high antiquity, when
it had occurred within the last fortnight; and it was known to
all them that dwelt at Jerusalem, when ‘all them that dwelt at
Jerusalem knew no more about it than it knew about them.

- But why, above all things which Judas might have bought,
should he have bought a field ?

And why, above all deaths which Judas might have chosen,
should he have chosen to hang himself ?

. And why should his buying a field, cause him to fall head-
ong ?

And why should his_falling headlong, cause his bowels to
gush out?

And why should the field be called Aceldama ?

And why was he called I» Aag?

And why was I 3as also called Iscariot?

* And why was Is-Das Iscariot, also called the Son of S\mon?

The bringing forth of the latent astronomical sense, will solve

all these questions.

Judas is the same name as Judah, which is the name of one
of the twelve tribes of Israel. Iscariot is the same as Issachar,

which is another of the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.
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Issachar is the sixth of the twelve tribes of Israel, answering
to Cancer, the Crab, of the month of June, in the centre of
which constellation, are the Stars, called the Asses; which gives
us the clear astronomical solution of that extraordinary blessing
which Zsrael pronounces upon the twelve patriarchs, applying
to Issachar, in the 49th of Genesis, the words, * Issachar is
a strong Ass, couching down between two burdens : and he saw
that rest was good, and the land that st was pleasant, and
bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.”

Now, here is the strong Ass, which Issachar, without any
intended affront, is literally said to be; and which strong Ass,
in an inferior and earlier state of astronomical observation,
would give its name to the whole constellation, which, by
taking in a great many of the surrounding Stars, is now en-
larged into the constellation of Cancer, the Crab of the month
of June. .

This Ass, is said to crouch down between two boundaries, as
it stands precisely on the line that bounds the two halves of
the Zodaical year.

““ And he saw that rest was good:” the Sun having reached
this point, is said to be at the summer solstice, where it seems
to be perfectly stationary, for several days, asif it would wish
to rest in that state, ‘“‘for he saw the land that it was plea-
sant;”’ the whole earth never appearing more delightful than
in the month of June.

But this Issachar of the Old Covenant—this Iscariot of the
New—that is, this Jack Ass, between the two boundaries of
the old astronomy, this backsliding Crab of the new ; stand-
ing, at the Sun’s highest point of ascension, betrays him with
a kiss. He gets him up into the large upper room, than
which he can go no higher, and then gives him to understand,
that down he must come.

The astronomical chronology being beautifully veiled in the
allegorical picture, which represents to us, that immediately
when Judas went out—that is, the latter end of the month of
June; then said the Jesus of the allegory—(that is, the Sun in
the visible heavens) : ““ Now is the Son of Man CLARIFIED,
and God is clarified in him. If God be clarified in him, God
shall also clnr'ﬁ him in himself, and shall straightway clarify
him, little children!”’ that is to say, there’s for you, little
children—there’s your favourite game—there’s

¢ Riddle me, riddle me, ree, .
None are so blind as those that won’t see.”
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But let the little children, the babes and sucklings of the
gospel, show wit enough to unriddle me their riddle, and 1
myself will put on a pin-a-fore, and go to school again, to the
infant academy in Silver-street.

I want to know how the Son of Man is to be clarified
straight-way, but in no other way than the straight-way ?
Had it been in the cross-way, or the reverse way, or the
crooked-way, there would have been some grievous error in
the reckoning ?

Answer. Because the apparent path of the Sun, through the
visible heavens, is within the perfectly straight band of the
tropics.

And why should this clarification have happened in noother
place than in that large upper room ?—dnswer. Because the
Sun’s most transcendant beauty and brightness is attained
when he reaches the tropic of Cancer—that is, at the moment
when he kisses Iscariot, or, which is the same thing, when
Iscariot kisses him ? :

Why should this clarification have happened at no other
time than when Judas was going out !—Answer. Because
that is the exact allegorization of the latter end of June?

And why should Judas hang himself?—4nswer. Because
all the twelve aposties are hanged as well as he, each self-
suspended from the vaulty arch of night, where you may see
them, each hanging in his particular field, or portion of the
heavens ; where they retain the fixed positions, and where the
righteous, not figuratively, but literally, do shine as the Stars
in the kingdom of their father ?

And why did Judas, hungin the skies, as all the rest of them
are, after betraying his master~that is, having led him up to
¢the point, from which his fall commences, himself fall, Aead~
long, wpmms tyevouerog—that is, hecome prone. —Answer. Ber
cause, when the Sun has passed through the constellation, the
constellation itself seems to be tumbling down.

And why, when Judas became prons, headlong, did ail his
bowels gush out ?

Answer, Beeause, when the constellation through which the
Sun has passed, by the Sun’s passing onward, seems to emerge
or come out on the other side, the stars of which it is com-
posed, appear much fainter than they were, as if the Sun, in °
going over them, had trampled out their fires,

And why, when Judas goes out, is the Son of Man clarified,
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and when the Son of Man is clarified, God is clarified in him:
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