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Emma Did Link Principles to Owen
B y  P a u l  J .  G a u n t

B e in g  a  b r ie f  re s u m é  o f  m y  re se a rc h :

In  1997  I  s ta r te d  m y  p a p e r  tra il  in to  th e  
q u e s tio n s :— W h e n  d id  th is  h a p p e n  a n d  w h a t 
m e a n s  o f  m e d iu m s h ip  w e re  u s e d  in  th e  
fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  S p ir i tu a lis ts ’ N a tio n a l 
U n io n ’s S e v e n  P r in c ip le s?

M y  S N U  c o u rse  tu to rs  a t th e  t im e  w e re  
u n a w a re  w h e n , h o w , o r  w h e re  th e  S ev en  
P r in c ip le s  w e re  g iv e n  to  E m m a  H a rd in g e  (o r  
B r itte n , i f  th e  d a te  w a s  p o s t  O c to b e r  1870), 
e x c e p t  to  a ff irm  th a t  th e y  w e re  t ra n s m itte d  
b y  R o b e r t  O w en .

O n  p u rc h a s in g  a  se c o n d h a n d  c o p y  o f  th e  
c e n te n a ry  re -p r in t  o f  th e  f ir s t  e d itio n  o f  The 
Two Worlds I  fo u n d  m y  f ir s t  lin k , in  th e  la te  
R a y  T a y lo r ’s p re fa c e :

Tmkm Wrt» yA ir  ?

“ M a rr ie d  to  D r. B ritte n  in  1870 ,5 From the original lithograph in thr British Museum.
E m m a  r e l u m e d  to Eng l and  the s a me

.  .  n  i t  '  k * i i e t f  I W i  i . t ¡.'
y e a r. In  th e  fo llo w in g  A p ril  sh e
d e liv e re d  h e r  fa m o u s  le c tu re  in  w h ic h  sh e  a n n o u n c e d  S p ir i tu a lis m ’s 
S e v e n  P r in c ip le s .” 1

L a te r , o n  re c e iv in g  as a  p re s e n t  f ro m  m y  w ife  C in d y , a  f ir s t  e d itio n  o f  Leaves from My Life 
b y  J. J. M o rs e  1 2 m y  se c o n d  p ie c e  o f  in fo rm a tio n  w a s  re v e a le d , o n  p. 27:

“M y  p o s it io n  as a  S p ir itu a lis t  m a y  b e  b r ie f ly  d e f in e d  th u s , as e x p re s se d  
in  th e  e lo q u e n t a n d  g if te d  u tte ra n c e s  o f  th a t  in sp ire d  te a c h e r  E m m a  
H a rd in g e -B r it te n , as d e ta ile d  in  h e r  a b le  le c tu re , “ T h e  C re e d  o f  th e  
S p ir its ,” d e liv e re d  a t C le v e la n d  H a ll, L o n d o n , o n  S u n d a y , A p ril 30 , 
1871 , a n d  re p o r te d  in  th e  Medium and Daybreak f o r  M a y  5 o f  th e  sam e  
y e a r .”

1 The Two Worlds, N o v e m b e r  18th 1 8 8 7 /1 9 8 7  100 Y e a r  C e n te n a ry , p u b lis h e d  b y  T h e  H e a d q u a r te r s  P u b lis h in g  
C o m p a n y  L im ite d .

2 P u b lis h e d  b y  Ja m e s  B u rn s , L o n d o n  1877
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M o rs e  c o n tin u e d  w ith  h e r  fo u r  c re e d s /p r in c ip le s  a n d  th e ir  m e a n in g s  g iv e n  in  th e  le c tu re , as  
o r ig in a lly  p u b lis h e d  b y  Ja m e s  B u rn s  in  h is  n e w s p a p e r  f ro m  h e r  o ra tio n . T h e  fu ll le c tu re  
w a s  re -p u b lis h e d  in  P s y p io n e e r  J u n e  2 0 0 9 .3

I t  w a s  f ro m  th is  in fo rm a tio n  I w a s  a b le  to  o rd e r  a  p h o to c o p y  o f  Medium and Daybreak 
f ro m  th e  B r i t is h  L ib ra ry , w h ic h  le d  to  m y  f ir s t  a r t ic le  in  Psychic News (P N ) p u b lis h e d  o n  
J u n e  17th 2 0 0 0 :— ‘D id  R o b e r t  O w e n , in  1871 , c o m m u n ic a te  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  S ev en  
P r in c ip le s  th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r it te n  o r  w a s  i t  g iv e n  p r io r  to  h is  
p a s s in g ? ’

O n  S e p te m b e r  2 nd 2 0 0 0  G a r th  W ille y  h a d  an  a r tic le  p u b lis h e d  in  P N  in  r e s p o n s e  to  m in e ; 
h e  a lso  q u e rie d  th e  S N U ’s E d u c a tio n  C o u rse  lite ra tu re , a n d  w a s  u n a b le  to  f in d  sa tis fa c to ry  
a n sw e rs . P r io r  to  w r itin g  th e  Psychic News a r tic le  I  w ro te  to  L e s lie  P r ic e  to  f in d  o u t i f  h e  
h a d  an y  a d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n . T h e se  w e re  th e  d a y s  b e fo re  I  h a d  a  c o m p u te r!  [It w a s  
G a r th ’s in te re s t  in  m y  a r tic le  th a t  le d  h im  to  c o n ta c t  m e  f ro m  A u s tra lia . I t ’s in te re s t in g  to  
n o te  th a t  n o w  w e  all n o w  w o rk  to g e th e r  in  p ro d u c in g  th e  m o n th ly  P sy p io n e e r . P e rh a p s  w e  
sh o u ld  m a k e  R o b e r t  O w e n  o u r  Patron in spirit! ]

O n  N o v e m b e r  2 4 th 20 0 1  I  c o n tr ib u te d  a n o th e r  a rtic le  fo r  Psychic News, “ T h e  F o rm a tio n  o f  
th e  S e v e n  P r in c ip le s .” T h e n  in  P s y p io n e e r  M a y  2 0 0 6 ,4 I  u p d a te d  m y  re s e a rc h  in  an  a rtic le : 
‘T h e  E r ro r  T h a t  C h a n g e d  H is to r y ’, a n d  su g g e s te d  so m e  p o ss ib ili tie s .

M y  c o n te n tio n  w ith  th e  S N U  h a s  b e e n  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  R o b e r t  O w e n  tra n s m itte d  th e  se v en  
p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  S N U  th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m sh ip  o f  E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r it te n  in  th e  fu lln e ss  as  
th e y  a re  p u b lish e d ; a n d  i f  so  w h e n ?  D e s p ite  o n ly  te n ta tiv e  l in k s  w ith  R o b e r t  O w e n , th e  
S p ir i tu a lis ts ’ N a tio n a l  U n io n  is  in s is te n t  th a t:

T h e  c o n c e p ts  a n d  o r ig in a l w o rd in g  o f  th e  S e v e n  P r in c ip le s  c a m e  th ro u g h  
E m m a ’s m e d iu m s h ip  a s  sh e  w a s  in sp ire d  in  1871 , b y  th e  c o m m u n ic a tin g  
sp ir i t  o f  R o b e r t  O w e n , to  su m m a rise  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  S p ir itu a lism  in  
p r in c ip le s  th a t  a ll S p ir i tu a lis ts  w o u ld  ag re e . T h e se  h a v e  s in c e  b e c o m e  
k n o w n  a s  th e  S e v e n  P r in c ip le s  o f  S p ir itu a lism . 5

T h e  re a s o n s  fo r  m y  c o n c e rn s  a re  p u b lis h e d  in  P sy p io n e e r , in  th e  a b o v e  l in k e d  a r tic le s  
m e n tio n e d .

3 Psypioneer Volume 5, No.6 pages 170-184: The Creed of the Spirits, and the Influence of Spiritualism'.—  
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP5.6June09.pdf

4 Volume 2, No.5 pages 93-101: The error that changed history -  Paul J. Gaunt:—  
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/2.5%20PSYPIONEERFoundedbyLesliePrice.pdf

5 Taken from the, Spiritualists’ National Union’s website: Spiritualism History—Emma Hardinge Britten:—  
http://www. snu. org.uk/Spiritualism/emma.htm
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T h e s e  i n c l u d e :

W h y  d id  R o b e r t  D a le  O w e n , w h o  a tte n d e d  th e  f ir s t  s é a n c e  (d u rin g  th e  A m e ric a n  C iv il W a r  
1 8 6 1 -1 8 6 5 )  6 w h e re  h is  f a th e r  a lle g e d ly  g a v e  “ T e n  S p iritu a l C o m m a n d m e n ts ” a n d  “ T e n  
L a w s  o f  R ig h t ,” n o t  r e c o rd  th is  in  h is  The Debatable Land? 7 A n d  e s p e c ia lly  so  s in c e  h e  
h a d  re p o r te d  h is  re c o rd  o f  th e  s é a n c e  in  th e  N e w  Y o rk  p a p e rs  a t th e  t im e  a n d  f ro m  w h ic h  
E H B  q u o te s .8

W e re  th e  “ T e n  S p iritu a l C o m m a n d m e n ts ” a n d  “ T e n  L a w s  o f  R ig h t ,” p r in te d  in  1871 th e  
sa m e  as  th o s e  g iv e n  a t th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  sé an c e ?  A n d  w h y  w e re  th e y  a lo n g  w ith  E m m a ’s 
fo u r  p r in c ip le s  n o t  c re d ite d  R o b e r t  O w e n , in  sp ir it, a s  a u th o r?

W h y  a lso  d id  th e  L y c e u m  m a n u a l p u b lis h e d  in  1887  n o t  c re d it  R o b e r t  O w e n , in  sp ir it, as 
th e  o r ig in a to r  o f  th e  S p iritu a l C o m m a n d m e n ts  a n d  L a w s  o f  R ig h t?  9

E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r it te n  h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  v e ry  c le a r  th a t  h e r  c re e d s /p r in c ip le s  w e re  
m o v a b le  s ta te m e n ts , o p e n  to  c h a n g e  a n d  g ro w th ; c h a n g e  sh e  a d o p te d  o v e r  th e  y e a rs . T h is  is 
c le a r  in  th e  1871 le c tu re  w h e n  sh e  p ro d u c e d  th e  o r ig in a l fo u r  c re e d s /p r in c ip le s  a n d  s ta ted : 
You have heard some of them in past discourses; you may apply those to the results which I 
now offer.
In  1883 E H B ’s p r in c ip le s  n u m b e re d  f iv e . T h e  fo u rth  p r in c ip le  o f  th is  se t w a s  “Personal 
Responsibility Here and Hereafter” ; a n d  sh e  h a d  u s e d  th is  a t  a  N e w  Y o rk  le c tu re  o n  12th 
Ju ly  1 8 5 7 ,10 w h e re  sh e  m e n tio n e d  ‘m y  o w n  p e rso n a l re s p o n s ib il ity  b o th  h e re  a n d  h e re a f te r , 
fo r  all th e  g o o d  o r  ev il I  h a v e  e v e r  d o n e  o n  e a r th .’ It is interesting to note that in 1857 
Robert Owen was still alive!

G e n e ra lly  E m m a  re fe rs  to  h e r  c re e d s /p r in c ip le s  as “ G iv e n  b y  th e  S p ir its ” r a th e r  th a n  b y  o n e  
s in g le  c o m m u n ic a to r , i.e . R o b e r t  O w e n . B e lo w  is  a  g o o d  e x a m p le  o f  th is  ta k e n  f ro m  h e r  
b o o k , On The Road. L a te r  sh e  s e r ia liz e d  th e  b o o k  in  The Two Worlds: 6 7 8 9 10

6 Page 107 of the Autobiography of Emma Hardinge Britten, first published in 1900 John Heywood, London. 
S.N.U., facsimile reprint 1996.

7 The Debatable Land Between this World and the Next, G.W. Carleton & Co., Publishers New York 1872, 
Owen recorded other seances in the same household, around the same period. Why not his own father’s 
communication?

8 Page 107 of the Autobiography of Emma Hardinge Britten.

9 British Lyceum Manual— originally compiled from various sources by Emma Hardinge Britten, Alfred 
Kitson and H.A. Kersey 1887: see Golden Chain Readings 109 & 110.

10 Page 52 of the Autobiography of Emma Hardinge Britten.
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“ A s  a  s a m p le  o f  th e  m o ra lity  ta u g h t  b y  th o se  sp ir i ts  w h o  h a v e  so  lo n g  
a n d  fa i th fu lly  g u id e d  th e  a u th o r ’s s to rm -to s se d  life  b a rq u e , w e  su b jo in  a 
r e p r in t  o f  th e  “ T e n  S p iritu a l C o m m a n d m e n ts ” a n d  “ T e n  L a w s  o f  R ig h t ,” 
a p h o rism s  c o m m u n ic a te d  b y  sp ir its , th ro u g h  th e  a u th o r ’s m e d iu m sh ip , a t 
a  le c tu re  g iv e n  b y  h e r  in  L o n d o n  so m e  y e a rs  s ince . A s  th e  le c tu re  in  
q u e s tio n  w a s  p h o n o g ra p h ic a lly  re p o r te d , i t  w a s  s u b se q u e n tly  p r in te d , 
d is tr ib u te d  in  v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s , r e p u b lish e d  a n d  t r a n s la te d  in to  m a n y  
la n g u a g e s , a n d  is  n o w  o ffe re d  as a  s p e c im e n  o f  th e  e th ic s  a n d  m o ra lity  
e n u n c ia te d  f ro m  th e  sp ir i t  s p h e re s .” 11

I am  p re s e n tly  c o m p ilin g  a  la rg e  tw o  v o lu m e  b o o k  o n  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  n a tio n a l 
o rg a n is a tio n  a n d  o f  th e  S p ir i tu a lis t’ N a tio n a l  F e d e ra tio n  th a t  w a s  to  b e c o m e  th e  
S p ir i tu a lis ts ’ N a tio n a l  U n io n . D u r in g  th is  d e ta i le d  re s e a rc h  I  fo u n d  a  sh o rt, b u t  v e ry  
im p o r ta n t  s ta te m e n t, m a d e  b y  E H B  th a t  sh e d s  n e w  l ig h t  o n  th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
B r itte n , O w e n  a n d  th e  S N U  P rin c ip le s :

U n d e r  an  a r tic le  h e a d ed : “ C a n  S p ir itu a lis ts  a n d  T h e o s o p h is ts  u n ite  o n  a  c o m m o n  b a s is  o f  
b e lie f? ” h e r  f in a l s ta te m e n t r e a d s :11 12

“F in a lly , w e  o ffe r  fo r  o u r  c o r re s p o n d e n t’s fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  a  b r ie f  
su m m a ry  o f  o u r  a c c e p te d  fa ith , g iv e n  u n d e r  th e  M O S T  C R U C IA L  T E S T  
C O N D IT IO N S  b y  th e  sp ir i t  o f  R o b e r t  O w e n , th e  g re a t  S o c ia lis t, a s  
fo llo w s :—

I b e lie v e  in  th e  C o m m u n io n  o f  S p irits  a n d  M o rta ls ,
In  th e  F a th e rh o o d  o f  G o d ,
T h e  B ro th e rh o o d  o f  M an ,
T h e  Im m o rta li ty  o f  th e  S ou l,
P e rso n a l R e sp o n s ib ility ,
C o m p e n s a tio n  a n d  R e tr ib u tio n  h e re a f te r  fo r  all th e  g o o d  o r  ev il 
d e e d s  d o n e  h e re ,
A n d  a  p a th  o f  e te rn a l p ro g re s s  o p e n  to  e v e ry  h u m a n  sou l th a t  
w ill  to  tre a d  i t  b y  th e  p a th  o f  e te rn a l g o o d .”

11 The Two Worlds, p a r t  V II  T .W . A u g u s t  17th 188 8  p a g e  20 .

12 The Two Worlds, V o lu m e  II I  N o .1 4 8  S e p te m b e r  12, 1890  p a g e s  5 1 8 -5 2 0 . T h e  f i r s t  f iv e  v o lu m e s  (1 8 8 7 ­
18 9 2 ) o f  The Two Worlds c a n  b e  fo u n d  o n  M a rc  D e m a re s t ’s s i te :— http://ehbritten.org/bibliography.htm l

233

http://ehbritten.org/bibliography.html


W h a t c a n  w e  m a k e  o f  a ll th is?

I  k n o w  o f  o n ly  tw o  o th e r  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  E H B  h a s  l in k e d  O w e n  w ith  h e r  m e d iu m sh ip :

F irs tly :  O n  p a g e  107 o f  E H B ’s a u to b io g ra p h y  sh e  s ta te s  (as  ta k in g  p la c e  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  
th e  A m e ric a n  C iv il W a r  1 8 6 1 -1 8 6 5 ):

“ Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  su p p e r  w e  all a d jo u rn e d  to  th e  su ite  o f  re c e p tio n  
ro o m s , o u r  c o m p a n y  c o n s is t in g  o f  o u r  h o s t  a n d  h o s te s s  [M r. a n d  M rs . D .
U n d e rh ill] , E m m a  H a rd in g e  a n d  h e r  m o th e r , w h o  w e re  th e n  s ta y in g  a t 
th e  h o u s e  o n  a  v is it , O liv e r  a n d  M a ry  A n n e  Jo h n so n , R o b e r t  D a le  O w en ,
W illia m  L lo y d  G a rriso n , a n d  a  f e w  o th e rs . T h e  f ir s t  S p ir it  th a t  
m a n ife s te d  b y  lo u d  ra p p in g s  a n d  c a lls  fo r  th e  a lp h a b e t, w a s  R o b e r t  
O w e n , w h o  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  h e  w is h e d  to  g iv e  a  se t o f  S p iritu a l 
C o m m a n d m e n ts  th ro u g h  E m m a , i f  sh e  w o u ld  k in d ly  su b m it to  h is  
c o n tro l, w h ils t  h is  son , R o b e r t  D a le  O w e n , sh o u ld  tra n s c r ib e  th e m  as  th e  
e n tra n c e d  m e d iu m  sp o k e . U p o n  th is , E m m a  H a rd in g e , p a s s in g  to  th e  
o p e n  p ia n o , p la y e d  fo r  a  f e w  m in u te s  a  g ra n d  a n d  so le m n  im p ro v isa tio n ; 
th e n  re tu rn in g  to  th e  re s t  o f  th e  p a rty , a p p a re n tly  u n d e r  s tro n g  in flu e n c e , 
sh e  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  sh e  w a s  re a d y  to  re c e iv e  th e  g o o d  S p ir i t ’s 
in sp ira tio n , p ro v id e d  o n ly  h e  w o u ld  g iv e  th re e  a ff irm a tiv e  k n o c k s  a t th e  
e n d  o f  e v e ry  correct se n te n c e , o r  in te r ru p t  h e r  b y  tw o  k n o c k s  a t an y  
w o rd s  th a t  h e  o b je c te d  to .

T h e  m e d iu m  th e n  c o m m e n c e d  s p e a k in g  s lo w ly , b u t  e m p h a tic a lly , an d  
w ith  tw o  c o rre c tio n s  o n ly  f ro m  th e  c o n tro llin g  S p irit, w h o  sp e lle d  o u t b y  
ra p s  th e  w o rd s  h e  w is h e d  to  su b s titu te , th e re  w e re  g iv e n  te n  S p iritu a l 
C o m m a n d m e n ts , a n d  te n  la w s  o f  r ig h t .”

S e c o n d ly , a f te r  h e r  1871 C le v e la n d  H a ll sp e e c h  a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d , E m m a  c o n c lu d e d  th e  
e v e n in g  w ith  th is  s ta te m e n t:

“ .. .  A s  a  s u p p le m e n t to  th e  o ra tio n , M rs  E m m a  H a rd in g e  e le c tr if ie d  th e  
a u d ie n c e  b y  re a d in g  T e n  S p iritu a l C o m m a n d m e n ts ,” w h ic h  sh e  h a d  
w r itte n  in  a  v e ry  ra p id  m a n n e r  o n  th e  p re v io u s  m o rn in g  u n d e r  th e  
in f lu e n c e  o f  R o b e r t  O w e n , w h o s e  c e n te n a ry  ta k e s  p la c e  n e x t  w e e k . T h ey  
a re  w o n d e r fu lly  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  th a t  r e v e re d  p h ila n th ro p is t , a n d  p re s e n t  
p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t  c o m p re h e n s iv e  v ie w  o f  re l ig io u s  e th ic s  w h ic h  th e  
w o r ld  h a s  e v e r  seen . O n  M o n d a y  m o rn in g  M rs  H a rd in g e  p re s e n te d  th e  
m a n u s c r ip t  a n d  c o p y r ig h t  to  M r  B u rn s , w ith  th e  r e q u e s t  th a t  h e  w o u ld  
p r in t  th e m  fo r  h is  o w n  b e n e f i t  a n d  t h a t . ”

N e i th e r  o f  th e  a b o v e  a c c o u n ts  c o u ld  b e  s u g g e s tiv e  o f  “ g iv e n  u n d e r  th e  M O S T  C R U C IA L  
T E S T  C O N D IT IO N S ” !
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W h ic h  b r in g s  m e  b a c k  to  m y  o r ig in a l q u e s tio n s  a sk e d  w h e n  d o in g  S N U  c o u rse s  in  th e  m id  
1 9 9 0 ’s “W h e n  d id  th is  h a p p e n  a n d  w h a t  m e a n s  o f  m e d iu m s h ip  w a s  u se d ?  e tc , . . . ”

W h a t i t  d o e s  d o  fo r  th e  f ir s t  tim e , is  to  c o n firm  th e  c la im  b y  th e  S N U  th a t  R o b e r t  O w e n  
a c te d  th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  E m m a  H a rd in g e  in  so m e  m o d e  o f  m e d iu m sh ip , a t so m e  
tim e  p r io r  to  1890 . W h a t is  p e rh a p s  m o re  in te re s t in g  is  th a t  O w e n  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  4 , 5 o r  6 
s ta te m e n ts  b u t  7! A  n e w  p rin c ip le :

“ I  b e lie v e  in  th e  C o m m u n io n  o f  S p irits  a n d  M o r ta ls ,” is  ad d ed .

W h y  d id  E H B  g e n e ra lly  in d ic a te  th a t  h e r  c re e d s /p r in c ip le s  w e re  g iv e n  b y  th e  sp ir its , ra th e r  
th a n  b y  a  s in g le  c o m m u n ic a tio n ?  W a s  i t  b e c a u se , as w a s  h e r  h a b it, sh e  ra re ly  g a v e  
in d ic a tio n s  o f  h e r  c o n tro ls  a n d  g u id e s , m a y b e  fe e lin g  th e  so u rc e  b e in g  ir re le v a n t?  I t  w a s  th e  
m e s s a g e  th a t  h e ld  th e  w is d o m  o f  sp ir itu a l tru th s .

T h is  n e w  a d d it io n  to  th e  p re v io u s  re se a rc h e s , a t la s t  p ro v id e s  a  c o n c ise  s ta te m e n t in  th e  
f ir s t  p e rs o n  b y  E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r it te n  th a t  sh e  re c e iv e d  se v e n  s ta te m e n ts  f ro m  th e  sp ir i t  o f  
R o b e r t  O w e n , th o u g h  (a s  w e  h a v e  sh o w n ) it  is  d if f ic u lt  to  c o rre la te  w ith  o th e r  e v id e n c e

R e s e a rc h  is  still c o n tin u in g .
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Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge
[Note by Psypioneer:— In  la s t  m o n th ’s issu e , P s y p io n e e r  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e  7 0 th 
A n n iv e rs a ry  o f  th e  p a s s in g  o f  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e , 1 8 5 1 -1 9 4 0 . W e  a d d  to  th is  a  t r ib u te  to  S ir 
O liv e r , b y  an  o ld  f r ie n d  E rn e s t  W . O a te n  w h o  a t th e  t im e  w a s  E d i to r  a n d  S e c re ta ry  o f  The 
Two Worlds.13 O a te n  a  fo rm e r  S p ir i tu a lis ts ’ N a tio n a l  U n io n  (S N U ) p re s id e n t  o n  tw o  
o c c a s io n s  14 re c a lls  h is  f ir s t  m e e tin g  w ith  L o d g e .]

Gone Forward!
The Two Worlds 15

S IR  O L IV E R  L O D G E  h a s  le f t  u s , a n d  h is  p a s s in g  le a v e s  a  g a p  w h ic h  i t  is  d i f f ic u l t  a t  th e  
m o m e n t  to  fill.

T h e  s tr e n g th  o f  S p ir i tu a lis m  l ie s  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  c a n  a n d  d o e s  o f fe r  e v id e n c e  o f  
s u rv iv a l w h ic h  is  a b le  to  w ith s ta n d  th e  c lo s e s t  s c ru tin y  a n d  s a tis fy  th e  m o s t  s c ie n tif ic  
a n a ly s is . F o r  o v e r  s ix ty  y e a rs  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e  h a s  d e v o te d  h is  t im e  a n d  ta le n ts  to  th e  
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  c a se  f o r  sp ir i t  c o m m u n ic a tio n , a n d  h is  in v e s t ig a t io n s  le f t  n o t  th e  
s h a d o w  o f  d o u b t in  h is  m in d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p o s it iv e  f a c t  o f  h u m a n  su rv iv a l.

I t  m u s t  n o t  b e  o v e r lo o k e d  th a t  f if ty  y e a rs  a g o  a n y  s c ie n t is t  w h o  d a re d  to  ta lk  o f  
s p ir i tu a l  th in g s  in  te rm s  o f  p ro o f , e n d a n g e re d  h is  r e p u ta t io n  a s  a  s c ie n tis t. E v e n  to -d a y , in  
so m e  o f  th e  a p p re c ia t io n s  I  h a v e  se en , th e re  is  a  h in t  th a t  S ir  O liv e r  w a s  c re d u lo u s  o n  th is  
p o in t, b u t  o n  n o  o th e r . T h a t, o f  c o u rse , is  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  in a b ili ty  o f  s c ie n tis ts  to  se e  an y  
v ie w p o in t  b u t  th e i r  o w n . M o d e rn  s c ie n c e  is  to  a  v e ry  la rg e  e x te n t  a  w a te r - t ig h t  c o m ­
p a r tm e n t  c o n f in e d  to  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  m a tte r . W h ile  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e  n e v e r  p ro c la im e d  
h im s e lf  a  S p ir i tu a lis t ,  h e  w a s  a t  a ll t im e s  re a d y  to  h e lp  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  th o s e  w h o  f e l t  f re e  
to  p ro c la im  th e  w h o le  tru th .

P e r s o n a l  N o t e s

I t  w a s  b o th  a  p le a s u re  a n d  p r iv i le g e  to  k n o w  S ir  O liv e r  a n d  c a ll h im  f r ie n d . O u r  
m e e t in g  c a m e  a b o u t  in  a  s tra n g e  w a y . S ir  O liv e r  h a d  re a d  so m e  o f  m y  a r t ic le s  in  The Two 
Worlds, a n d  h a d  h e a rd  re p o r ts  o f  so m e  o f  m y  p u b l ic  m e e tin g s . H e  e x p re s s e d  to  m y  
f r ie n d , M r. J. A r th u r  H ill, h is  d e s ire  to  m e e t  m e , a n d  a  l i t t le  la te r , a rm e d  w ith  an

13 O a te n  w a s  e d ito r  o f  th e : The Two Worlds 1 9 1 9 -1 9 4 5

14 SNU yearbook 2010: S N U  p re s id e n t , 1 9 1 5 -1 9 2 0  a n d  1 9 2 2 -1 9 2 3 .

15 The Two Worlds F r id a y  A u g u s t  30 , 1940  p a g e  292 .
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in tro d u c tio n  f ro m  M r. H ill, I  h a d  th e  p le a s u re  o f  v is i t in g  h im  a t L a k e .16 I  sh a ll n o t  f o rg e t  
th e  s in c e r ity  a n d  u rb a n i ty  o f  m y  w e lc o m e . I  r e la te d  s o m e  o f  m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  to  h im . H e  
c ro s s -e x a m in e d  m e  v e ry  c lo s e ly , a n d  e v e n  a s k e d  m e  to  r e p e a t  se v e ra l in c id e n ts . W e  
d is c u s s e d  th e  h o w  a n d  w h y  o f  p s y c h ic  p h e n o m e n a . “ H o w  d o e s  m in d  c o n ta c t  a n d  d ire c t  
m a t te r ? ” “ H o w  a re  p h y s ic a l  e f fe c ts  p ro d u c e d  b y  a  m e n ta l  im p u ls e ? ” a n d  s im ila r  
p ro b le m s . T h e n  h e  s h o w e d  m e  th ro u g h  h is  l ib ra ry  a n d  s tu d y . I  re c a ll  h is  p le a s a n t  
e n th u s ia s m  a s  h e  p o in te d  to  p h o to g ra p h s  a n d  b u s ts  o f  so m e  o f  h is  s c ie n tif ic  f r ie n d s . S ir  
J a m e s  T h o m p s o n 17 e s p e c ia l ly . H o w  w ith  p r id e  h e  s h o w e d  m e  s o m e  o f  h is  b o o k s , a n d  
o u t l in e d  s o m e  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  w h ic h  e v e n  th e n  w e re  a g ita tin g  h is  m in d .

L a te r  a t  th e  lu n c h  ta b le  h e  a s k e d  m e  to  r e p e a t  so m e  o f  th e  p s y c h ic  in c id e n ts  w h ic h  h a d  
c o m e  w ith in  th e  o rb it  o f  m y  e x p e r ie n c e , a n d  I  k n e w  fu ll  w e ll  th a t  h e  w a s  c o m p a r in g  m y  
la te r  w ith  m y  fo rm e r  s ta te m e n ts . A  k e e n  a n d  c r i t ic a l  m in d  w a s  L o d g e . W e  to o k  a  sh o rt  
w a lk  u p  a  c o u n try  la n e . A p p ro a c h in g  an  o ld  o a k  tre e , h e  ta p p e d  th e  b o le  a n d  sa id : “ Y o u  
h a v e  b e e n  h e re  lo n g e r  th a n  I, a n d  w ill  b e  h e re  w h e n  I  h a v e  le f t .” H e  s a w  l if e  as a  w h o le !

In  th e  e a r ly  m o n th s  o f  19 3 4  I  w a s  in v ite d  to  b r o a d c a s t  f ro m  th e  L o n d o n  s tu d io  o n  
S p ir i tu a lis m . A  g o o d  d e a l, o f  n e g o tia t io n  h a d  b e e n  g o in g  o n  a s  to  w h o  sh o u ld  d o  th e  
b r o a d c a s t .18 T h e  N a t io n a l  U n io n , th e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  C o u n c il, a n d  o th e rs  w e re  c o n s u lte d , 
b u t, s tra n g e ly  e n o u g h , b e fo re  I  r e c e iv e d  th e  in v ita t io n  to  b r o a d c a s t  I  h a d  a  le t te r  f ro m  
L o d g e  c o n g ra tu la t in g  m e  o n  b e in g  s e le c te d . I  h a v e  a lw a y s  f e l t  th a t  h e  h a d  s o m e th in g  to  
d o  w ith  it. Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  th e  b ro a d c a s t  h e  w ro te  m e: “ B ra v o , O a te n ! Y o u  d id  
e x tre m e ly  w e ll  o n  th e  w ire le s s . V e ry  d e f in i te , v e ry  c le a r , a n d  v e ry  se n s ib le . Y o u  w e re  
fo r tu n a te  in  y o u r  f ir s t  p s y c h ic  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  I  am  a f ra id  m a n y  p e o p le  m a y  b e  
d is a p p o in te d  b y  n o t  g e tt in g  a n y th in g  so  g o o d  a t  f ir s t. T h e re  w a s  n o th in g  th a t  y o u  sa id  th a t  
I  d e f in i te ly  d is a g re e  w ith , a n d  I  th o u g h t  th e  e v e n in g  v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l .”

W h e n  I g a v e  e v id e n c e  b e fo re  th e  A r c h b is h o p ’s C o m m it te e ,19 S ir  O liv e r  g o t  to  h e a r  
a b o u t  i t  a n d  w ro te  m e: “ I h a v e  re a d  w ith  a d m ira t io n  y o u r  e v id e n c e  b e fo re  th e  A rc h ­
b is h o p s ’ C o m m itte e , a n d  I  w a n t  to  o rd e r  c o p ie s  f o r  o c c a s io n a l  d i s t r ib u t io n .”

16 After his retirement in 1920, Sir Oliver and Lady Lodge settled in Normanton House, near Lake in 
Wiltshire, just a few miles from Stonehenge. Lodge and his wife are buried at St. Michael’s Church, Wilsford 
(Lake), Wiltshire

17 It may appear that Oaten is referring to the physicist Sir Joseph John Thomson, see:— 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._J._Thomson

18 B.B.C. broadcast see: Psypioneer Vol. 2, No.3 pages 59-68:— What I  Believe - Ernest Walter Oaten: 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/2.3%20PSYPIONEERFoundedbyLesliePrice.pdf The actual recording is available on 
CD, see Books for Sale:—Mrs Miller’s Gift CD: Written and produced by Gerald O’Hara B.Sc. @ £9.99 +Pp 
£2.00. Details:—Psypioneer Vol. 5, No.4 pages 106-107:—Listen to a piece o f history: - Mrs Miller’s Gift 
CD: http://woodlandway .org/PDF/PP5.4April09.. pdf

19 Psypioneer Vol. 2, No.4 pages 81-88:— Spiritualism and the Church - Ernest W. Oaten: 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/2.4%20PSYPIONEERFoundedbyLesliePrice.pdf
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W rit in g  to  m e  in  J u n e  o f  la s t  y e a r , in  r e s p o n s e  to  b ir th d a y  g re e tin g s , h e  sa id : “ I 
a p p re c ia te  th e  g o o d  w is h e s  y o u  c o n v e y  to  m e. A s  I  h a v e  sa id  b e fo re , w h e n  I  lo o k  b a c k  
o v e r  m y  lo n g  l if e  I  fe e l th a n k fu l  fo r  m y  e x p e r ie n c e s ;  a n d  i f  I  c a n  b e  u s e d  b y  h ig h e r  
p o w e rs  to  b e a r  te s t im o n y  to  t ru th , th e n  th a t  is  a l l  I  a sk , a n d  I  a w a it  th e  fu tu re  w ith  jo y o u s  
e x p e c ta t io n .”

T h e  la s t  le t te r  I  re c e iv e d  f ro m  h im  w a s  o n ly  s ix  w e e k s  ag o , w h e n  in  c o n g ra tu la t in g  m e  
u p o n  a n o th e r  a r t ic le  h e  sa id : “ I t  is  a  g o o d  p la n  to  r e a f f i rm  o n e ’s b e l i e f  in  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  a 
s p ir i tu a l  w o r ld  j u s t  n o w , w h e n  w e  a re  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  su c h  d a rk  d a y s . I  r e ta in  m y  f a i th  
th a t  g o o d  w ill  u l t im a te ly  p re v a il ,  a n d  th a t  m a n  w ill  n o t  b e  a llo w e d  to  d r if t  in to  s la v e ry ; 
b u t  i t  is  p o s s ib le  th a t  w e  d o  n o t  d e p e n d  s u ff ic ie n tly  u p o n  th e  h e lp  o f  h ig h e r  p o w e rs .—  
Y o u rs  s in c e re ly .”

A n d  n o w  h e  h a s  p a s s e d  in to  a  w o r ld  w h e re  h e  w ill  re a p  th e  r ic h  re w a rd  o f  a  l if e  w e ll 
s p e n t  in  th e  s e rv ic e  a n d  in s tru c t io n  o f  h u m a n ity . H e  w ill  f in d  m o re  s c ie n tif ic  p ro b le m s  
th e re  th a n  e a r th  c a n  sh o w . H is  n e w  e n v iro n m e n t  w ill  a f fo rd  a  w id e  f ie ld  f o r  th e  u s e  o f  h is  
w o n d e r fu l  p o w e rs .

W e  h a v e  n o  re a s o n  to  d e p lo re  h is  p a s s in g . H e  h a s  s e rv e d  lo n g  a n d  f a i th fu lly , a n d  is  
e n ti t le d  to  h is  p ro m o tio n .

B u t  w h a t  jo y  th e re  w o u ld  b e  o n  T h u rs d a y  la s t  in  th e  la rg e r  h o u s e h o ld  o f  th e  F a th e r ’s 
k in g d o m  w h e n  L a d y  L o d g e , R a y m o n d , M y e rs , B a r re t t ,  G u rn e y , a n d  m a n y  o th e rs  to  
w h o m  h e  h a d  e n d e a re d  h im s e lf ,  w o u ld  w e lc o m e  h im  in to  th e  h ig h e r  u n iv e r s i ty  o f  e te rn a l 
life . H is  f r ie n d s h ip  w a s  sw e e t, h is  m e m o ry  is  a  c h e r is h e d  p o s s e s s io n , th e  c e r ta in ty  o f  
m e e t in g  h im  a g a in  a  c o n tin u a l  s tim u lu s .
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The Late D. D. Home, Medium
Introductory note by Psypioneer:

T h e  S c o ttish  m e d iu m  D a n ie l D u n g la s  H o m e  
(2 0  M a rc h  1833 -  2 1 , Ju n e  1 8 8 6 ) n e e d s  l ittle  
in tro d u c tio n . In  P s y p io n e e r  A u g u s t  2 0 0 6  
L e s lie  P r ic e  p u b lis h e d  “Second thoughts on 
the first psychic,” n o tin g  th e  re c e n t 
b io g ra p h y  o f  H o m e  b y  D r  P e te r  L a m o n t:—  
“The First Psychic.” 20

B e lo w  is  H o m e ’s o b itu a ry  b y  Ja m e s  B u rn s , 
p u b lis h e d  in  h is  w e e k ly  jo u rn a l  ( f ro n t  p a g e )  
The Medium and Daybreak, Ju ly  2 , 1 8 8 6 :-

T H IS  re m a rk a b le  a n d  ju s t ly  c e le b ra te d  
M e d iu m , le f t  e a r th - life , as  s ta te d  in  th e  
Daily News, o n  M o n d a y , Ju n e  2 1 , th e  
“ lo n g e s t  d a y ,”— th e  su m m e r  so ls tic e — an d  
th e  b o d y  w a s  in te r re d  a t St. G e rm a in e n -  
L a y e , o n  W e d n e s d a y , b e s id e  an  in fa n t  
d a u g h te r  w h o m  h e  lo s t  12 y e a rs  ago . H e  w a s  

b o rn  a t th e  sp rin g  e q u in o x , in  1833 , n e a r  E d in b u rg h . T h e  fo llo w in g  s u c c in c t sk e tc h  o f  h is  
c a re e r  w e  q u o te  f ro m  th e  o p e n in g  o f  h is  A n s w e r  to  M rs . L y o n , p r in te d  in  h is  “ In c id e n ts  in  
M y  L ife ,” se c o n d  se ries.

“ I  w a s  b o rn  in  S c o tla n d , o n  th e  2 0 th  M a rc h , 1833 , a n d  f ro m  m y  e a r lie s t  c h ild h o o d  I 
h a v e  b e e n  s u b je c t to  th e  o c c a s io n a l h a p p e n in g  o f  s in g u la r  p h y s ic a l p h e n o m e n a  in  m y  
p re s e n c e  w h ic h  a re  m o s t  c e r ta in ly  n o t  p ro d u c e d  b y  m e , o r  b y  an y  o th e r  p e rs o n  in  c o n ­
n e c tio n  w ith  m e; I  h a v e  n o  c o n tro l o v e r  th e m  w h a te v e r ;  th e y  o c c u r  ir re g u la r ly , a n d  ev e n  
w h e n  I  am  a s leep . S o m e tim e s  I  am  m a n y  m o n th s , a n d  o n c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  y e a r  w ith o u t 
th em . T h e y  w ill  n o t  h a p p e n  w h e n  I w ish , a n d  m y  w ill h a s  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th em . I 
c a n n o t a c c o u n t fo r  th e m  fu r th e r  th a n  b y  s u p p o s in g  th e m  to  b e  e ffe c te d  b y  in te ll ig e n t  
b e in g s , o r  sp ir its . S im ila r  p h e n o m e n a  o c c u r  to  m a n y  o th e r  p e rso n s . In  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  
A m e ric a , I  b e lie v e  a b o u t e le v e n  m illio n s  o f  ra tio n a l p e o p le , as w e ll as a  v e ry  g re a t  n u m b e r  
in  e v e ry  c o u n try  in  E u ro p e , b e lie v e  as I  do , th a t  s p ir i tu a l b e in g s  o f  e v e ry  g ra d e , g o o d  a n d  
b a d , c a n  a n d  d o  a t  t im e s  m a n if e s t  th e i r  p re s e n c e  to  u s . I  in v a r ia b ly  c a u tio n  p e o p le  a g a in s t  
b e in g  m is le d  b y  a n y  a p p a re n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  f ro m  th e m . T h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  o c c u r r in g  in  
m y  p re s e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  w itn e s s e d  b y  th o u s a n d s  o f  in te l l ig e n t  a n d  re s p e c ta b le  p e rs o n s , 
in c lu d in g  m e n  o f  b u s in e s s , s c ie n c e , a n d  l i te ra tu re , u n d e r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  
re n d e re d , e v e n  i f  I  d e s ire d  it, a ll t r ic k e ry  im p o s s ib le . T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  w itn e s s e d  r e p e a te d ­

20 P s y p io n e e r  V o l. 2 , N o .8  p a g e s  1 8 1 -1 8 3 : Second thoughts on the first psychic by Leslie Price: —  
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ly , a n d  in  th e i r  o w n  p r iv a te  a p a r tm e n ts , w h e re  a n y  c o n tr iv a n c e  o f  m in e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
d e te c te d  b y  th e i r  M a je s t ie s  th e  E m p e ro r  a n d  E m p re s s  o f  th e  F re n c h , th e i r  M a je s t ie s  th e  
E m p e ro r , E m p re s s , a n d  la te  E m p re s s  D o w a g e r  o f  R u s s ia , th e i r  Im p e r ia l  H ig h n e s s e s  th e  
G ra n d  D u k e  a n d  D u c h e s s e  C o n s ta n tin e  o f  R u s s ia , a n d  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e i r  a u g u s t  
fa m ily , th e i r  M a je s t ie s  th e  K in g  o f  P ru s s ia , th e  la te  K in g  o f  B a v a r ia , th e  p r e s e n t  a n d  la te  
K in g  o f  W u r te m b e rg , th e  Q u e e n  o f  H o lla n d , a n d  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R o y a l  F a m ily  o f  
H o lla n d ;  a n d  m a n y  o f  th e s e  a u g u s t  p e rs o n a g e s  h a v e  h o n o u re d , a n d  I  b e lie v e  s till h o n o u r  
m e  w ith  th e i r  e s te e m  a n d  g o o d -w ill ,  a s  I  h a v e  re s id e d  in  so m e  th e i r  p a la c e s  a s  a 
g e n tle m a n  a n d  th e i r  g u e s t, n o t  a s  a  p a id  o r  p ro fe s s io n a l  p e rso n . T h e y  h a v e  h a d  a m p le  
o p p o r tu n i tie s , w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  u s e d , o f  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e s e  p h e n o m e n a , a n d  o f  e n q u ir in g  
in to  m y  c h a ra c te r . I  h a v e  re s id e d  in  A m e ric a , E n g la n d , F ra n c e , I ta ly , G e rm a n y  a n d  R u ss ia , 
a n d  in  e v e ry  c o u n try  I  h a v e  b e e n  re c e iv e d  as a  g u e s t  a n d  f r ie n d , b y  p e rs o n s  in  th e  h ig h e s t  
p o s it io n  in  so c ie ty , w h o  w e re  q u ite  c o m p e te n t  to  d is c o v e r  a n d  e x p o se  as th e y  o u g h t to  h a v e  
d o n e , a n y th in g  lik e  c o n tr iv a n c e  o n  m y  p a r t  to  p ro d u c e  th e s e  p h e n o m e n a . I  d o  n o t  seek , an d  
n e v e r  h a v e  so u g h t, th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  an y  o f  th e s e  e x a lte d  p e rso n a g e s . T h e y  h a v e  so u g h t 
m e , a n d  I  h a v e  th u s  h a d  a  c e r ta in  n o to r ie ty  th ru s t  u p o n  m e. I  d o  n o t  ta k e  m o n e y , a n d  n e v e r  
h a v e  ta k e n  it, a lth o u g h  i t  h a s  b e e n  re p e a te d ly  o f fe re d  m e  fo r  o r  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e s e  
p h e n o m e n a , o r  th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  w h ic h  so m e tim e s  a p p e a r  to  b e  m a d e  b y  th em . I  am  n o t 
in  th e  h a b it  o f  r e c e iv in g  th o s e  w h o  a re  s tra n g e rs  to  m e, a n d  I  n e v e r  fo rc e  th e  s u b je c t o f  
S p ir i tu a lism  o n  a n y  o n e ’s a tte n tio n .”

T h is  s u m m a ry  w a s  w r itte n  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  ago . S in c e  th e n  th e  K in g  o f  P ru s s ia  h a s  
b e c o m e  E m p e ro r  o f  G e rm a n y , a n d  a n o th e r  K in g  o f  B a v a r ia  h a s  re c e n tly  p a s se d  aw ay .

M r. H o m e  w a s  a d o p te d  b y  an  au n t, a n d  ta k e n  to  A m e ric a  w h e n  n in e  y e a rs  o ld . H is  
h e a lth  w a s  d e lic a te , a n d  i t  w a s  th o u g h t  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  rea re d . T h is  c o n s titu tio n a l s ta te  
sh o u ld  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d  w h e n  i t  is  a s se r te d  th a t  m e d iu m sh ip  sh o rte n e d  h is  d a y s  a t 53: fo r  
h e  te s t if ie s  th a t  h is  sp ir i t  f r ie n d s  w e re  in  th e  h a b it  o f  p re v e n tin g  e a rly  d ea th . H e  w a s  a 
m e d iu m  fro m  in fa n c y ; h is  c ra d le  w a s  f re q u e n tly  se en  to  ro c k  b y  an  in v is ib le  a g e n cy . W h e n  
fo u r  y e a rs  o ld , h e  h a d  th e  v is io n  o f  th e  p a s s in g  a w a y  o f  a  lit tle  c o u s in  a t  L in lith g o w , w h ile  
h e  w a s  a t  P o r to b e llo ;  th e  p re s e n c e  a n d  a b se n c e  o f  p e rs o n s  w a s  s ta ted , a ll o f  w h ic h  w a s  
a f te rw a rd s  v e rif ie d . A t th ir te e n  h e  h a d  h is  f ir s t  v is io n , w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  re m e m b e r. H e  w a s  in  
a  v e ry  n e rv o u s , d e lic a te  s ta te  o f  h e a lth , a n d  a b s e n te d  h im s e lf  f ro m  th e  sp o rts  o f  th e  o th e r  
b o y s . H e  h a d  o n e  p a r t ic u la r  a c q u a in ta n c e , a  b o y  a  l it tle  o ld e r  th a n  h im se lf . H e  a n d  h is  
fa m ily  m o v e d  a b o u t 3 0 0  m ile s  a w a y  f ro m  w h e re  th is  b o y  liv e d . O n e  m o o n lig h t  n ig h t, o n  
g o in g  to  b e d , th is  b o y  a p p e a re d  to  h im , a n d  to ld  h im  o f  h is  d e a th  th re e  d a y s  b e fo re . T h is  
in fo rm a tio n  w a s  c o n firm e d  b y  a  le t te r  re c e iv e d  a fte rw a rd s .

L ik e  m a n y  o th e r  g re a t  m e d iu m s , M r. H o m e  in h e r i te d  h is  sp ir itu a l g if ts  f ro m  h is  
m o th e r— a M a c n e il. S he  h a d  b e e n  a  se e r  th ro u g h o u t  h e r  life . H e  say s, “ In  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  
sh e  s a w  th in g s  w h ic h  w e re  a f te rw a rd s  fo u n d  to  h a v e  o c c u rre d  a t a  d is ta n c e , j u s t  as sh e  h a d  
d e s c r ib e d  th em . S h e  a lso  fo re s a w  th e  p a s s in g  a w a y  o f  re la tiv e s , a n d , la s tly , sh e  fo re to ld  h e r  
o w n , fo u r  m o n th s  p rev io u s ly . M y  m o th e r  a lso  to ld  m e  th a t  h e r  g re a t-u n c le , C o lin  U rq u h a rt , 
a n d  h e r  u n c le , M r. M a c k e n z ie , w e re  a lso  se e rs .”
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W h e n  se v e n te e n , h is  m o th e r  l iv e d  tw e lv e  m ile s  f ro m  h im . O n e  d a y  h e  h a d  a  s tro n g  
im p u ls e  to  see  h e r, a n d  w a lk e d  all th e  w a y . H is  m o th e r  to ld  h im  o f  th e  t im e  a n d  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  h e r  d e a th , h e r  lit tle  g irl h a v in g  c o m e  to  h e r  in  v is io n  a n d  fo re to ld  it. A ll 
w a s  l ite ra lly  fu lf ille d . O n  th e  e v e n in g  o f  h e r  d e a th  h is  m o th e r  a p p e a re d  to  h im , a n d  sa id , 
“D a n , tw e lv e  o ’c lo c k .” S he  h a d  p a s se d  a w a y  a t  th a t  h o u r , a lth o u g h  n o  o n e  e x p e c te d  it, a n d  
th e  b o y  d isb e lie v e d  th e  v is io n  fo re te l l in g  h e r  d ea th .

S h o rtly  a f te rw a rd s  h e  h e a rd  lo u d  b lo w s  o n  h is  b e d  re p e a te d ly . H e  w a s  s u b je c te d  to  
m in is te r ia l  in v e s tig a tio n , a n d  w a s  p ro n o u n c e d  a  s u b je c t o f  th e  d ev il. T h e  ta b le s  a n d  c h a irs  
b e g a n  to  m o v e  a b o u t in  h is  p re se n c e , a t w h ic h  h is  re la tiv e s  w e re  m u c h  d isc o n c e rte d . T h e  
R o c h e s te r  k n o c k in g s , th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  th e  F o x  g ir ls , h a d  b e e n  in  o p e ra t io n  th e n  
a b o u t tw o  y e a rs , a n d  th o u g h  th e  ru m o u r  h a d  re a c h e d  th e  d is tr ic t, i t  w a s  n o t  a d d u c e d  in  
e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e s e  s tra n g e  o c c u rre n c e s . A t th e  h o u s e  o f  a  s y m p a th e tic  au n t, th e  fo llo w in g  
m e s s a g e  w a s  re c e iv e d  f ro m  h is  m o th e r: “ D a n ie l, fe a r  n o t, m y  c h ild , G o d  is  w ith  y o u , an d  
w h o  sh a ll b e  a g a in s t  y o u ?  S e e k  to  d o  g o o d : b e  tru th fu l a n d  tru th - lo v in g , a n d  y o u  w ill 
p ro sp e r;  m y  ch ild . Y o u rs  is  a  g lo r io u s  m is s io n — y o u  w ill  c o n v in c e  th e  in f id e l, c u re  th e  
s ick , a n d  c o n so le  th e  w e e p in g .” T h u s , u p o n  th e  b ro a d  o c e a n  o f  m e d iu m sh ip , th e  b o rn  
m e d iu m  w a s  la u n c h e d , w ith o u t  “ d e v e lo p m e n t.” L e t  it  b e  n o te d  th a t  a ll th e  g re a t  m e d iu m s  
h a v e  re q u ire d  n o  d e v e lo p m e n t, b u t  w h e n  c irc u m s ta n c e s  fa v o u re d  it, th e  p o w e r  w a s  c a lle d  
in to  o p e ra t io n  b y  sp ir i t  fr ie n d s . M e d iu m s , l ik e  p o e ts , a re  b o rn , n o t  m ad e .

T h e  n e ig h b o u rs  so o n  b e g a n  to  b e  in te re s te d , a n d  o n e  o f  th e m  h a d  p a r t ic u la rs  g iv e n  o f  a 
fa m ily  w h o m  th e y  h a d  lo s t  s ig h t o f  fo r  th ir ty  y e a rs , b y  th is  m e a n s  th e y  w e re  e n a b le d  to  
o p e n  u p  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  th e m  “ fa r  w e s t .” M r. H o m e  w a s  n o w  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  o f  age , 
a n d  h is  p h y s ic a l s ta te  s u b se q u e n tly  m a y  b e  ju d g e d  o f  b y  th e  fo llo w in g  p a s sa g e :— “B e y o n d  
b e in g  o f  a  h ig h ly  n e rv o u s  o rg a n iz a tio n , th e re  is  n o th in g  p e c u lia r  a b o u t m e  th a t  I  a m  a w a re  
of; b u t  I  c o n tin u e  to  h a v e  d e lic a te  h e a lth , a n d  I f irm ly  b e lie v e  th a t  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  fo r  th e se  
p h e n o m e n a , I  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  l iv e d  till  n o w . In  th is  b e l ie f  m a n y  p h y s ic ia n s  o f  h ig h  s ta n d in g  
h a v e  g iv e n  th e ir  te s t im o n y  to  b e a r  m e  out. F re q u e n tly , d u r in g  th e  m o s t  se v e re  v is i ta t io n s  o f  
i lln e ss , m y  p a in s  h a v e  b e e n  su d d e n ly  so o th e d  in  a  m y s te r io u s  w a y , a n d  m a n y  t im e s  w h e n  it  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  im p o s s ib le  to  h a v e  m o v e d  m e  in  b e d , fo r  fe a r  o f  in c re a s e d  h e m o r r h a g e  
f ro m  th e  lu n g s , m y  h e a d  h a s  b e e n  s lo w ly  lif te d , a n d  m y  p illo w  h a s  b e e n  tu rn e d  b y  u n s e e n  
h a n d s . T h is  h a s  b e e n  re p e a te d ly  w itn e s s e d  b y  m a n y  p e rs o n s .” T h is  w a s  w r itte n  in  1863 , 
w h e n  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  d o z e n  y e a rs  a  m e d iu m . A s  to  th e  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  th is  p o w e r, h e  says: 
“F ro m  th e  10 th  o f  F e b ru a ry , 1856 , to  th e  10 th  o f  F e b ru a ry , 1857 , I  h a d  n o  e x te rn a l to k e n  o f  
sp ir i t  p o w e r, th o u g h  I  o n  se v e ra l o c c a s io n s  h a d  v is io n s , o n e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  s e e in g  th e  
m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  a  b ro th e r  p a s se d  f ro m  ea rth . H e  w a s  f ro z e n  in  th e  p o la r  se as  w h ils t  o u t 
b e a r  sh o o tin g  w ith  th e  c a p ta in  a n d  o ff ic e rs  o f  h is  sh ip . F a llin g  in to  a  f is s u re  o f  th e  ice , h e  
w a s  n o t  fo u n d  till  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g . I  s a w  all th is  in  a  v is io n  a t th e  t im e  o f  its  
o c c u rre n c e , a n d  in fo rm e d  m y  fa m ily  o f  i t  f iv e  m o n th s  b e fo re  th e  c o n f irm a tio n  o f  th e  
in te ll ig e n c e  a rr iv ed . O n  se v e ra l o th e r  o c c a s io n s , th e  p o w e r  h a s  c e a s e d  fo r  sh o r te r  p e rio d s , 
a n d  g e n e ra lly  I  h a v e  b e e n  to ld  b e fo re h a n d , b o th  o f  th e  t im e s  o f  i ts  c e ssa tio n  a n d  re tu rn . I 
c o u ld  n e v e r  d e te c t  an y  p h y s ic a l c a u se  fo r  su c h  c e ssa tio n , n o r  an y  d if fe re n c e  in  m y  g e n e ra l 
fe e l in g s  o r  h e a lth , a lth o u g h  th e  re a s o n  g iv e n  fo r  th e  w ith d ra w a l h a s  c o m m o n ly  b e e n  o n  th e  
g ro u n d  o f  h e a lth . U p o n  se v e ra l o c c a s io n s , h o w e v e r , th e  re a s o n  g iv e n  w a s  th a t  i t  w a s  
w ith d ra w n  f ro m  m e  as a  r e p r o o f  fo r  h a v in g  d o n e  th a t  w h ic h  I  k n e w  to  b e  w ro n g .” T h e se
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e x tra c ts  g iv e  a  f a i r  s p e c im e n  o f  th e  c a n d o u r  a n d  c o n fid in g  o p e n n e ss  o f  M r. H o m e ’s 
c h a ra c te r . H e  h a d  n o  d u p lic ity  a b o u t h im , n o  p ro fe s s io n a l  se c re ts , a s  a ll c a n  te s t ify  w h o  h a d  
th e  p le a s u re  o f  h is  a c q u a in ta n c e . B u t  i t  is  fa ls e  th a t  h is  p o w e r  le f t  h im  a f te r  th e  la w s u it  w ith  
M rs . L y o n . S o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  h is  w h o le  c a re e r  o c c u rre d  s in c e  
th a t  p e rio d .

A s  fa r  b a c k  a s  1851 , w h e n  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  o f  ag e , M r. H o m e  w a s  a  p u b lic  c h a ra c te r . T h e  
sp ir i ts  w o u ld  f re q u e n tly  se n d  h im  lo n g  d is ta n c e s  to  p e rfo rm  v a r io u s  b e n e f ic e n t  a c ts  o n e  h e  
m e n tio n s , a  re m a rk a b le  c a se  o f  h e a lin g ; b u t  su ch  c a se s  w e re  f re q u e n t. H e  w a s  c o n tin u a lly  
b e in g  so u g h t a fte r, a n d  f re s h  f ie ld s  o f  u s e fu ln e s s  w e re  o p e n e d  u p  to  h im . D e lic a te  h e a lth  
in te r fe re d  w ith  h is  w o rk . In  N e w  Y o rk , h e  m e t  D r. B u sh , p ro fe s s o r  o f  H e b re w  a n d  O rien ta l 
la n g u a g e s , a n d  s tu d e n t o f  S w e d e n b o rg . A f te rw a rd s  o n e  o f  th e  p ro fe s s o rs  o f  H a rv a rd  
U n iv e rs i ty  su b m itte d  th e  p h e n o m e n a  to  r ig id  e x a m in a tio n , a n d  a  “ m a n ife s to ” w a s  
p u b lis h e d  w ith  n a m e s  s ig n ed . P ro fe s s o r  B r itta n , D r. H a llo c k , M r. P a r tr id g e , P ro fe s s o rs  
H a re  a n d  M a p e s , J u d g e  E d m o n d s , a n d  o th e r  w e ll-k n o w n  n a m e s  a re  sp o k e n  o f  in  
c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th is  e a rly  w o rk .

S p e a k in g  o f  th e  le v ita t io n s  to  w h ic h  h e  w a s  s u b je c t e a rly  in  h is  c a re e r , M r. H o m e  says: 
“D u r in g  th e s e  e le v a tio n s , o r  le v ita tio n s , I  u s u a lly  e x p e rie n c e  in  m y  b o d y  n o  p a r t ic u la r  
s e n sa tio n s  th a n  w h a t  I  c a n  o n ly  d e sc r ib e  as an  e le c tr ic a l fu ln e s s  a b o u t th e  fee t. I  fee l n o  
h a n d s  s u p p o rtin g  m e , a n d  s in c e  th e  f ir s t  t im e , a b o v e  d e sc r ib e d , I  h a v e  n e v e r  fe l t  fea r, 
th o u g h  sh o u ld  I  h a v e  fa l le n  f ro m  th e  c e il in g  o f  so m e  ro o m s  in  w h ic h  I  h a v e  b e e n  ra ise d , I 
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  e s c a p e d  se rio u s  in ju ry . I  am  g e n e ra lly  l if te d  u p  p e rp e n d ic u la r ly ; m y  a rm s  
f re q u e n tly  b e c o m e  r ig id  a n d  d ra w n  a b o v e  m y  h e a d , a s  i f  I  w e re  g ra s p in g  th e  u n s e e n  p o w e r  
w h ic h  s lo w ly  ra is e s  m e  f ro m  th e  f lo o r. A t t im e s  w h e n  I re a c h  th e  c e ilin g , m y  f e e t  a re  
b ro u g h t  on  a  lev e l w ith  m y  fac e , a n d  I  am  a s  i t  w e re  in  a  re c l in in g  p o s itio n . I  h a v e  
f re q u e n tly  b e e n  k e p t  so  su s p e n d e d  fo u r  o r  f iv e  m in u te s . I  h a v e  b e e n  l if te d  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  
d ay  u p o n  o n ly  o n e  o c c a s io n , a n d  th a t  w a s  in  A m e ric a . I  h a v e  b e e n  l if te d  in  a  ro o m  in  
S lo a n e  S tree t, L o n d o n , w ith  fo u r  g a s - l ig h ts  b r ig h tly  b u rn in g , w ith  f iv e  g e n tle m e n  p re se n t, 
w h o  a re  w il l in g  to  te s tify  to  w h a t  th e y  saw , i f  n e e d  b e , b e y o n d  th e  m a n y  te s t im o n ie s  w h ic h  
I  sh a ll h e re a f te r  a d d u c e . O n  so m e  o c c a s io n s  th e  r ig ity  o f  m y  a rm s  re la x e s , a n d  I  h a v e  w ith  a 
p e n c il m a d e  le t te rs  a n d  s ig n s  o n  th e  c e il in g , so m e  o f  w h ic h  n o w  e x is t  in  L o n d o n .”

T h e  tru th fu ln e s s  o f  th is  su m m a ry  is  a b u n d a n tly  b o rn e  o u t b y  in s ta n c e s  g iv e n , a n d  w h ic h  
sp a c e  c o m p e ls  u s  to  p a ss  o v er: a lso  a  r e m a rk a b le  c a se  o f  b e in g  c a rr ie d  in  sp irit. In  a d d itio n  
to  th o s e  p h y s ic a l a n d  p sy c h ic a l re s u lts  r e m a rk a b le  m u s ic a l p h e n o m e n a  b e g a n  to  o c c u r, an d  
all in  th e  lig h t. O n e  re p o r t  says: “W h ile  w e  th u s  sa t, th e  g u ita r , a t  a  d is ta n c e  o f  f iv e  o r  s ix  
fe e t  f ro m  th e  p a rty , w a s  p la y e d  u p o n  e x q u is ite ly , a n d  fo r  se v e ra l m in u te s , b y  so m e  p o w e r  
o th e r  th a n  th a t  o f  a n y  o n e  b o d ily  p re s e n t .” M a n y  p la c e s  in  A m e ric a  w e re  v is ite d . T h e  re p o r t  
la s t  g iv e n  o f  a  s e a n c e  in  A m e ric a  th u s  c o n c lu d e s , th e  w r i te r  b e in g  o n e  o f  th e  s itte rs : “ T h e  
h a n d  a f te rw a rd s  c a m e  a n d  sh o o k  h a n d s  w ith  e a c h  o n e  p re se n t. I  f e l t  i t  m in u te ly . I t  w a s  
to le ra b ly  w e ll  a n d  s y m m e tr ic a lly  m ad e , th o u g h  n o t  p e rfe c t;  a n d  it  w a s  so ft  a n d  s lig h tly  
w a rm . I t  e n d e d  a t th e  w r is t .” I t  h a d  a lso  b e e n  seen  w r itin g  b y  th e  w h o le  co m p a n y .
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M r. H o m e  sa ile d  f ro m  B o s to n  fo r  E n g la n d , o n  th e  3 1 s t o f  M a rc h , 1855 , th e  s e v e n th  
a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  M o d e rn  S p ir itu a lism . H a v in g  a rr iv e d  a t C o x ’s H o te l, J e rm y n  S tree t, 
L o n d o n , L o rd  B ro u g h a m  w a s  o n e  o f  h is  e a r l ie s t  s itte rs , a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  S ir  D a v id  
B re w s te r , w h o s e  te rg iv e rs a t io n s  o n  th e  s u b je c t h a v e  n o t  b e e n  q u ite  c re d ita b le  to  h im . A t 
E a lin g , a t th e  h o u s e  o f  M r. R y m e r, so o n  a f te rw a rd s  h e  m e t L o rd  L y tto n ; M r. B . C o le m a n  
w a s  sh o rtly  in tro d u c e d  o n  th e  scen e , a n d  M r. a n d  M rs . T ro llo p e . A n  e x c e lle n t  re p o r t  o f  
m a n ife s ta t io n s  a p p e a re d  in  th e  Morning Advertiser, f ro m  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  p e n  o f  D r. J. J. 
G . W ilk in so n .

T h e  n e c e s s ity  fo r  a  c h a n g e  o f  c lim a te  c a u se d  h im  to  v is i t  I ta ly  in  th e  au tu m n . In  
F lo re n c e  h e  c re a te d  m u c h  se n sa tio n . H is  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  a  h a u n te d  h o u se , a n d  o f  th e  a tte m p t 
to  s tab  h im  b y  an  a ssa ss in , a re  th rill in g . In  F e b ru a ry , 1857 , h e  v is i te d  th e  E m p e ro r  an d  
E m p re s s  a t th e  T u ile r ie s , a n d  a f te r  re s id in g  in  P a r is  a  sh o rt  tim e , h e  re tu rn e d  to  A m e ric a . 
A ll so rts  o f  e x tra v a g a n t fa ls e h o o d s  a p p e a re d  in  th e  n e w sp a p e rs , th e n  as n o w . M r. H o m e  
re g a rd e d  th e s e  s ta te m e n ts  as “jo k e s .” T h e  Springfield Republican w a s , p e rh a p s , m o re  
m a tte r  o f  fac t. I t  re c o rd e d : “H o m e , th e  d is t in g u is h e d  sp ir itu a l m e d iu m , w h o  h a s  re c e n tly  
b e e n  ra is in g  sp ir i ts  in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e  E m p e ro r  N a p o le o n , is  in  S p r in g f ie ld  o n  a  b r ie f  
v is it . H e  w ill re tu rn  to  F ra n c e  sh o rtly , w h e re  h is  s e rv ic e s  a re  in  g re a t  r e q u e s t  a m o n g  th e  
s a v a n s . ” A  w h o le  c h a p te r  is  o c c u p ie d  w ith  n e w s p a p e r  fa b r ic a tio n s .

In  M a y , 1857 , M r. H o m e  w a s  a g a in  in  P a r is . H e  tra v e lle d  in  F ra n c e , H o lla n d , I ta ly  an d  
R u ss ia , a n d  o n  J u ly  30 , 1858 , h e  w a s  m a rr ie d  to  a  R u s s ia n  la d y , h is  f ir s t  s e a n c e  w ith  th e  
la te  E m p e ro r  h a v in g  o c c u rre d  a  f e w  d a y s  p re v io u s ly . H e  f ir s t  m e t h e r  a t su p p e r  a t  h e r  
s is te r ’s, th e  C o u n te s s  d e  K o u c h e le f f ,  to  w h o m  h e  h a d  ju s t  b e e n  c a su a lly  in tro d u c e d  w h ile  
o u t d r iv in g , a n d  sh e  in v ite d  h im  to  su p p e r. T h e se  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ill e n te r ta in  la d y  re a d e rs :—

“ I w e n t  a b o u t te n  in  th e  e v e n in g , a n d  fo u n d  a  la rg e  p a r ty  a s se m b le d . A t tw e lv e  a s  w e  
e n te re d  th e  su p p e r- ro o m  sh e  in tro d u c e d  to  m e  a  y o u n g  lad y , w h o m  I th e n  o b s e rv e d  fo r  th e  
f ir s t  tim e , as h e r  s is te r. A  s tra n g e  im p re s s io n  c a m e  o v e r  m e  a t o n ce , a n d  I  k n e w  sh e  w a s  to  
b e  m y  w ife . W h e n  w e  w e re  se a te d  a t  ta b le  th e  y o u n g  la d y  tu rn e d  to  m e  a n d  la u g h in g ly  sa id , 
‘M r. H o m e , y o u  w ill  b e  m a rr ie d  b e fo re  th e  y e a r  is  e n d e d .’ I  a sk e d  h e r  w h y  sh e  sa id  so , an d  
sh e  re p lie d  th a t  th e re  w a s  su c h  a  s u p e rs tit io n  in  R u s s ia  w h e n  a  p e rs o n  w a s  a t ta b le  b e tw e e n  
tw o  s is te rs . I  m a d e  n o  rep ly . I t  w a s  tru e . In  tw e lv e  d a y s  w e  w e re  p a r t ia l ly  e n g a g e d , an d  
w a itin g  o n ly  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  h e r  m o th e r . T h e  e v e n in g  o f  th e  d ay  o f  o u r  e n g a g e m e n t a  sm all 
p a r ty  h a d  a s se m b le d , a n d  w e re  d a n c in g . I  w a s  s e a te d  o n  a  so fa  b y  m y  fiancée w h e n  sh e  
tu rn e d  to  m e  a n d  a b ru p tly  sa id , ‘D o  te ll m e  all a b o u t sp ir it- ra p p in g , fo r  y o u  k n o w  I  d o n ’t  
b e lie v e  in  i t . ’ I  sa id  to  h e r, ‘M a d e m o ise lle , I  t ru s t  y o u  w ill  e v e r  b e a r  in  m in d  th a t  I  h a v e  a 
m is s io n  e n tru s te d  to  m e. I t  is  a  g re a t  a n d  h o ly  o n e . I  c a n n o t sp e a k  w ith  y o u  a b o u t a  th in g  
w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  n o t  seen , a n d  th e re fo re  c a n n o t u n d e rs ta n d . I  c a n  o n ly  say  th a t  i t  is  a  g re a t  
t r u th .’ T h e  te a rs  c a m e  w e llin g  in to  h e r  e y es , a n d  la y in g  h e r  h a n d  in  m in e  sh e  sa id , ‘I f  y o u r  
m is s io n  c a n  b r in g  c o m fo r t  to  th o se  le s s  h a p p y  th a n  o u rse lv e s , o r  b e  in  an y  w a y  a 
c o n s o la t io n  to  m a n k in d , y o u  w ill  e v e r  f in d  m e  re a d y  a n d  w il l in g  to  d o  all I  c a n  to  a id  y o u  
in  i t ’ S h e  w a s  tru e  to  th is  n o b le  s e n tim e n t to  th e  la s t  m o m e n t o f  h e r  sh o rt  life , a n d  sh e  is 
still m y  g re a t  c o m fo r t  a n d  su s ta in e r  s in c e  w e  h a v e  s e p a ra te d  in  th is  e a r th ly  s p h e re .”
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T h e  p o w e r  w a s  in te rm itte n t, a n d  o n ly  o c c a s io n a lly  d o e s  M r. H o m e  se em  to  h a v e  b e e n  
u s e d  as a  m e d iu m  fo r  so m e  c o n s id e ra b le  tim e . H e  w a s  in  L o n d o n  in  N o v e m b e r , 1859 , a n d  
g a v e  se a n c e s  fo r  so m e  m o n th s . M r. J. G . C ra w fo rd  te s t if ie s  to  w h a t  o c c u rre d  o n  o n e  
o c c a s io n  w h e n  M r. H o m e  h e ld  th e  a c c o rd io n  u n d e r  th e  ta b le  w ith  o n e  h a n d , a n d  i t  p la y e d  
“H o m e , sw e e t H o m e !” in  a  m o s t  f in is h e d  sty le .

S e e in g  d e a th s  a t  a  d is ta n c e  h a s  b e e n  a  f re q u e n t e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  M r. H o m e . T h e  a c t  o f  
to u c h in g  a n o th e r  p e r s o n ’s h a n d  o r  o th e r  o b je c t  h a s  s tra n g e ly  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  e x h ib itio n  
o f  th e  p o w e r. In  th is  w a y  h e  sa w  a  s is te r ’s d e a th  w h e n  in  A m e ric a , as h e  w a s  ta k in g  th e  
h a n d  o f  a  la d y  w h o  w a s  a b o u t to  s tep  f ro m  a  c a rr ia g e . In  L o n d o n , in  1860 , h e  v is i te d  th e  
b re w e ry  o f  B a rc la y  a n d  P e rk in s  w ith  a  f r ie n d  w h o  ta s te d  th e  p o rte r . I t  w a s  a lso  o ffe re d  to  
M r. H o m e . “ I  p u t  o u t m y  h a n d  to  ta k e  it, a n d  as m y  f in g e rs  c a m e  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  m e ta l a 
d e e p  sh u d d e r  c o n v u ls e d  m a y  f ra m e , a n d  I su d d e n ly  k n e w  th a t  m y  d e a r  m o th e r- in - la w , w h o  
h a d  b e e n  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  a  p a tie n t  su ffe re r , h a d  b e e n  re le a s e d  f ro m  h e r  e a r th ly  tro u b le s . I 
re fu s e d  th e  p o rte r , a n d  re q u e s te d  m y  f r ie n d  to  a c c o m p a n y  m e  h o m e .” O n  T h u rsd a y  a  le t te r  
w a s  re c e iv e d  c o n v e y in g  th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t  th e  la d y  d ie d  a t th e  t im e  o f  th e  in c id e n t  in  th e  
b re w e ry , w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  o n  th e  p re v io u s  M o n d a y . T h e se  e x p e r ie n c e s  a re  fo o d  fo r  th o u g h t 
o n  th e  p sy c h ic a l in f lu e n c e s  o f  c e r ta in  p e rs o n s  a n d  su b s ta n c e s .

T h e  a r tic le  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  th e  Comhill Magazine in  1860 , d id  m u c h  to  b r in g  th e  
s u b je c t b e fo re  th e  l ite ra ry  w o rld . I t  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  r ic h  f ru its  p ro c e e d in g  f ro m  M r. 
H o m e ’s m e d iu m sh ip , w h ic h  se e m e d  to  b e  e x e rc is e d  c o n tin u a lly  in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e  m o s t 
d is t in g u is h e d  a n d  in f lu e n tia l  o b se rv e rs . A n d  th e s e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  so m e tim e s  o c c u rre d  in  
th e  m o s t  u n e x p e c te d  m an n e r: as  w h e n  h e  w a s  p u lle d  b y  sp ir it  p o w e r  f ro m  u n d e r  th e  
im m e n s e  lim b  o f  a  tre e ; w h ic h  su d d e n ly  fe ll, a n d  w o u ld  o th e rw ise  h a v e  c ru s h e d  h im . 
R e p o r ts  o f  se a n c e s  in  L o n d o n  a re  g iv e n  b y  M r. W . M . W ilk in s o n ,21 M r. W . H o w itt , an d  
o th e rs , th e  n a m e s  in  a ll c a se s  n o t  b e in g  g iv en ; o n  w h ic h  M r. H o m e  o b s e rv e s :— “N o  so o n e r  
is  th e  n a m e  o f  so m e  h o n e s t  a n d  c o u ra g e o u s  p e rs o n  g iv e n  in  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  ca ll fo r  
te s tim o n y , th a n  i t  b e c o m e s  a  ta rg e t  fo r  a ll th e  r id ic u le , j e s t s  a n d  a b u se  o f  th e  u n sc ru p u lo u s , 
th e  sc e p tic a l, th e  o r th o d o x , a n d  th e  s c ie n tif ic ; in  fa c t  o f  a ll w h o  a re  n o t  w is e  e n o u g h  to  
th in k , a n d  o b se rv e , a n d  w e ig h , a n d  ju d g e , b e fo re  th e y  d e c id e .”

M r. H o m e ’s w ife  d ied , a t th e  a g e  o f  tw e n ty - tw o , o n  Ju ly  3 rd , 1862 . A f te r  h e r  a s so c ia tio n  
w ith  h e r  h u s b a n d  sh e  b e c a m e  a  r e m a rk a b le  sp ir it-see r . T h e  p h e n o m e n a  a tte n d in g  h e r  
t ra n s it io n  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  in  sy m p a th e tic  m e m o irs  b y  M rs . H o w it t  a n d  M rs . S. C . H a ll. A

21 W ill ia m  M a r t in  W ilk in s o n  w a s  a  s o l ic i to r  a n d  a  c lo s e  f r ie n d  o f  D .D . H o m e . W ilk in s o n  w a s  to  a c t  f o r  H o m e  
in  th e  1 8 6 7 /6 8  c o u r t  c a se  in v o lv in g  Ja n e  L y o n  v  D a n ie l  D u n g la s s  (L y o n )  H o m e . ( i t  sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  
W ilk in s o n ’s b ro th e r  Ja m e s  J o h n  G a r th  W ilk in s o n  (Ju n e  3, 181 2  - O c to b e r  18, 1 8 9 9 ) a  B r i t is h  o r th o d o x  
d o c to r , F e l lo w  o f  th e  R o y a l  G e o g ra p h ic a l  S o c ie ty , w h o  c o n v e r te d  to  h o m e o p a th y  w a s  a n  e a r ly  g u e s t  o f  
H o m e s ’ se a n c e s , h is  n a m e  is  n o te d  in  th is  a r tic le  a n d  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n fu s e d  w i th  h is  b ro th e r .)  W . M . 
W ilk in so n : I t  is  s a id  b y  so m e  w rite rs , h e  a lso  g h o s t  w ro te  th e  b u lk  o f  D a n ie l  D o u g la s  H o m e ’s m em o irs , 
Incidents in My Life, p u b lis h e d  in  1863 . T h e  in tro d u c tio n  a n d  f in a l  c h a p te r  o f  th e  f i r s t  e d it io n  w a s  w r it te n  
a n o n y m o u s ly  b y  R o b e r t  C h a m b e rs .  I t  is  a lso  sa id  th a t  W ill ia m  W ilk in s o n  w ro te  th e  p re fa c e  to  th e  s e c o n d  
e d itio n , p u b lis h e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r .  W . M . W ilk in s o n  w a s  th e  o r ig in a to r  a n d  p r o p r ie to r  o f  th e  Spiritual 
Magazine (1 8 6 0 -1 8 7 7 )  h is  c o - e d i to r  w a s  M r. T h o m a s  S h o r te r , w h o  w a s  b e s t  k n o w n  a t  th e  t im e  b y  h is  
p s e u d o n y m  o f  T h o m a s  B re v io r .
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y e a r  a fte rw a rd s , “ In c id e n ts  in  M y  L ife ,” f ir s t  se rie s , a p p e a re d , a n d  th e  s e c o n d  v o lu m e  n in e  
y e a rs  la te r , w h ic h  c o n ta in s  a  v a lu a b le  in tro d u c tio n  b y  th e  la te  D r. R o b e r t  C h a m b e rs , o f  
E d in b u rg h .

In  1864 , M r. H o m e  v is i te d  R o m e  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  h is  h e a lth  a n d  to  s tu d y  a rt, b u t  h e  w a s  
e x p e lle d  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  fa m e  as a  m e d iu m . In  th e  sa m e  y e a r  h e  w a s  s u b je c te d  to  th e  h o r r id  
d r iv e l o f  R o b e r t  B ro w n in g , th e  w e ll-k n o w n  p o e t. T h is  th e  Daily News r e g a rd s  as a  w o rk  o f  
“ c o n s u m m a te  sk ill!” w h ic h  o p in io n  n o  d o u b t in d ic a te s  a  m in d  in c a p a b le  o f  a p p re c ia tin g  
th a t  w h ic h  so  m a n y  o f  th e  b e s t  o f  m a n k in d  re g a rd  as h ig h  a n d  h o ly  tru th .

A f te r  v is i t in g  A m e ric a  a n d  R u ss ia , M r. H o m e  w a s  g iv in g  se a n c e s  a t M rs . M a k d o u g a ll  
G re g o ry ’s, a n d  o th e r  p la c e s  in  L o n d o n , e a rly  in  1866 . H e  a lso  g a v e  a  le c tu re  in  W il l i s ’s 
R o o m s , a n d  th e  in f lu e n tia l  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  C a u se  w e re  ra l l ie d  to g e th e r , a n d  e s ta b lis h e d  th e  
S p iritu a l A th e n ^ u m , a t 2 2 , S lo a n e  S tree t, K n ig h tsb r id g e . T h e  Spiritual Magazine c o n ta in e d  
m a n y  re c o rd s  o f  p h e n o m e n a , a n d  in  1867 , M r. H . D . J e n c k e n  (a f te rw a rd s  th e  h u s b a n d  o f  
K a te  F o x ) , b a rr is te r , c o m m u n ic a te d  a  se rie s  o f  in te re s t in g  re p o r ts  to  Human Nature. T h is  
w a s  d u r in g  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  in  th e  L y o n  v. H o m e  case . W e  th e n  m a d e  h is  p e rso n a l 
a c q u a in ta n c e , a n d  h a d  s it t in g s  w ith  h im  a t  th e  h o u se  o f  M rs . H e n n in g s , A n e rle y . T h e  
m o v in g  o f  o b je c ts  in  th e  l ig h t, p e rfu m e s , e lo n g a tio n s  a n d  th e  h a n d lin g  o f  f ire  w e re  th e  
le a d in g  p h e n o m e n a .

T h o u g h  o u r  ta s k  is  q u ite  im p e rfe c tly  p e rfo rm e d , a n d  th e  sp a c e  a t  d isp o sa l e x h a u s te d , 
n e v e r th e le s s  w e  m u st, is  as f e w  w o rd s  as p o s s ib le , g iv e  a  tru th fu l a c c o u n t o f  th e  c a se  ju s t  
a llu d e d  to . M o re  p a r t ic u la r ly  as th e  “ p re s s g a n g ,” as  M r. H o m e  u s e d  fa c e tio u s ly  to  d e s ig n a te  
th e m , h a v e  b e e n  lo a d in g  h is  n a m e , a n d  th a t  o f  S p ir itu a lism , w ith  fa ls e h o o d s  a n d  c a lu m n ie s  
re s p e c tin g  it.

M rs . L y o n , an  o ld  w id o w  o f  im m e n s e  w e a lth , w h o  h a d  b e e n  th e  i l le g it im a te  c h ild  o f  a 
b u tc h e r  so m e w h e re  in  th e  N o r th ,— an  o ld  b o d y  o f  u n c o u th  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  c o a rse , v u lg a r  
m a n n e rs ,— b e c a m e  in te re s te d  in  S p ir itu a lism . S he  c a m e  to  th e  P ro g re s s iv e  L ib ra ry  ( th e n  a t 
C a m b e rw e ll) , n o w  th e  S p ir itu a l In s ti tu tio n , to  b u y  b o o k s  o n  th e  su b je c t. S he  m a d e  a t le a s t  
tw o  v is its . O n  p ro d u c in g  a  £5 n o te  to  p a y  fo r  h e r  p u rc h a se s , M rs . B u rn s  h e ld  i t  u p  to  lo o k  a t 
i ts  q u a lity , th e  p e rso n a l a p p e a ra n c e  o f  h e r  v is i to r  n o t  b e in g  su c h  as to  le n d  fu ll c o n fid e n c e  
to  th e  tra n sa c tio n . M rs . L y o n  o b s e rv in g  th is , sa id , “ O h! y o u  n e e d  n o t  fea r; i t ’s a ll r ig h t .” 
S h e  w a s  in  a  s ta te  o f  g re a t  a n x ie ty  to  m e e t  M r. H o m e , w h o s e  l ife  sh e  h a d  rea d , a n d  i t  w a s  
th ro u g h  th e  d ire c tio n s  th e n  re c e iv e d  th a t  sh e  u lt im a te ly  fo u n d  h im . T h o u g h  h e  w a s  th e n  a 
s tra n g e r  to  h e r  p e rs o n a lly , y e t  sh e  w a s  a lre a d y  q u ite  in fa tu a te d  a b o u t h im , a n d  in d ic a te d  a 
p o w e r  o f  w ill a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  th a t  w a s  so m e w h a t a p p a llin g  to  w itn e s s . T h is  s ta te  o f  m in d  
o n  h e r  p a rt, g iv e s  th e  c lu e  to  th e  w h o le  tra n sa c tio n . S in c e  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  w ife  M r. H o m e  
h a d  b e e n  in  a n y th in g  b u t  g o o d  h e a lth  a n d  sp ir its , a n d  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  g re a t  r e p u g n a n c e  
w h ic h  h e  a lw a y s  h a d  to  h e r, h e  so o n  fe ll a  v ic t im  to  h e r  in f le x ib le  w ill  p o w e r. S h e  th ru s t  
h e r s e l f  u p o n  h im , a n d  a s  a  m o s t  b e n e f ic e n t  a n d  s in c e re  f r ie n d ; f ir s t  s u b s c r ib e d  to  th e  
A th e n ^ u m , a n d  th e n  p ro c e e d e d  to  fo rc e  u p o n  h im  a  lit tle  re a d y  m o n e y  fo r  h is  o w n  u se , 
s e e in g  th a t  h is  h e a lth  n e c e s s i ta te d  a  c h a n g e . T h e  tra n s fe re n c e  to  h im  o f  th e  la rg e  su m  o f  
£ 6 0 ,0 0 0  w a s  all d o n e  f ro m  tim e  to  t im e  u n k n o w n  to  h im , a n d  b y  h e r  o w n  d ire c t  p e rso n a l 
act. In  th e  s e c o n d  v o lu m e  o f  “ In c id e n ts  in  M y  L ife ” a re  g iv e n  th e  A n s w e rs  o f  M r. H o m e
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a n d  M r. W ilk in s o n  to  M rs . L y o n ’s A ff id a v it;  a n d  n o  o n e  c a n  re a d  th e s e  d o c u m e n ts  w ith o u t 
p e rc e iv in g  a t a  g la n c e  th a t  th e  c h a rg e  m a d e  w a s  fa lse , a n d  th a t  M r. H o m e ’s p o s it io n  w a s  
u n im p e a c h a b le .

M rs . L y o n ’s c h a rg e  is  r e p e a te d ly  a llu d e d  to  in  th e  A n s w e r  as a  t is s u e  o f  fa ls e h o o d s ; 
fa c ts  o n ly  b e in g  c ite d  in  su ch  a  m a n n e r  as to  m is re p re s e n t  th e ir  p u rp o rt. S h e  sa id  th a t  sh e  
h a d  b e e n  in d u c e d  b y  th e  sp ir i t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  to  m a k e  th e  g ifts , a n d  th a t  u n d u e  in f lu e n c e  
h a d  th u s  b e e n  u se d ; a ll o f  w h ic h  w a s  a  b a s e le s s  fa b r ic a tio n . T h e  “ in f lu e n c e ” h a d  b e e n  all o n  
h e r  p a rt; a n d  M r. H o m e  k n e w  to o  m u c h  o f  th e  w o r ld , a n d  o f  th e  d u tie s  o f  m e d iu m sh ip , an d  
h a d  liv e d  to o  m u c h  a m o n g s t  w e a lth y  p e o p le  to  re s o r t  to  th e  ta c t ic s  th a t  w e re  a ttr ib u te d  to  
h im . T h e  e x p e r ie n c e d  la w y e r, w h o  d re w  u p  th e  d e e d s , a lso  w a rn e d  h e r  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t 
p e rfo rm  th e  w o rk  i f  sp ir its  h a d  a n y th in g  to  d o  w ith  in f lu e n c in g  he r. M r. H o m e  te l ls  in  h is  
A n sw e r , f ro m  w h ic h  w e  q u o te  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  m e m o ir , th a t  sh e  p ro fe s s e d  to  b e  a 
g re a t  m e d iu m  h e rse lf , a n d  w o u ld  d ic ta te  sp ir i t  m e s s a g e s  to  h im , w h ic h  as  h e r  “ a d o p te d  
so n ” h e  d u tifu lly  r e c o rd e d  as sh e  d ire c te d . S he  w o u ld  fa b r ic a te  m a tte rs  o f  th is  so rt to  su it 
h e r  o w n  w h im s , a n d  all o f  th e s e  th in g s  sh e  h a d  to  p u t  in  e v id e n c e  a g a in s t  h im . O n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , M r. H o m e  c o u ld  h a v e  p ro d u c e d  w itn e s s e s  to  b e a r  o u t a ll h is  p o in ts ; b u t  m o re  th a n  
th a t, M r. W ilk in s o n ’s A n s w e r  ( th e  s o lic ito r  w h o  d id  th e  b u s in e s s  fo r  M rs . L y o n , a n d  w h o m  
M rs . L y o n  a lso  c h a rg e d  as  in  c o m p lic ity  w ith  M r. H o m e  to  o b ta in  m o n e y  f ro m  h e r)  
c o rro b o ra te d  th a t  o f  M r. H o m e , a n d  b o th  o f  th e m  c o n ta in  le t te rs  f ro m  M rs . L y o n  d ire c tin g  
th e  w h o le  p ro c e e d in g s .

W e  h a v e  n o t  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  c a se  b e fo re  u s , n o r  d o  w e  re m e m b e r  th e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  
p ro c e e d in g s  b e fo re  th e  c o u rt, b u t  i t  is  e v id e n t  th a t  M r. H o m e  g o t  n o  ju s t ic e  in  th e  m a tte r . 
H is  A n s w e r  q u ite  u p s e ts  h e r  u n s u p p o r te d  c h a rg e s , a n d  h a d  h is  re p e llin g  s ta te m e n ts  b e e n  
s if te d  to  th e  b o tto m  h e  w o u ld  m o s t  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  w o n . B u t  w h e re  d id  C h r is tia n  la w  e v e r  
d o  ju s t ic e  to  S p ir itu a lism ?  T o  tu rn  th e  ta b le s  o n  M r. H o m e  w a s  to o  g o o d  a  c h a n c e  to  b e  
o v e rlo o k e d , in  o rd e r  to  g iv e  S p ir itu a lism  a  fo rc ib le  b lo w . T h e  ju d g e  w a s  n o t  s a tis f ie d  w ith  
d e a lin g  w ith  th e  “f a c ts ” o f  th e  ca se , b u t  h e  w e n t  q u ite  o u t o f  h is  w a y  to  b la c k e n  
S p ir itu a lism  as a lto g e th e r  a  m e th o d  o f  d e fra u d in g  th e  u n w a ry  fo r  th e  p e rso n a l 
a g g ra n d iz e m e n t o f  tr ic k s te rs  c a lle d  m e d iu m s . O f  c o u rse  all w h o  k n o w  a n y th in g  o f  th e  fa c ts  
o f  S p ir i tu a lism  a re  a w a re  h o w  u tte r ly  fa ls e  a n d  s c a n d a lo u s  th is  o p in io n  w a s ; b u t  i t  su ite d  
ig n o ra n t  p u b lic  o p in io n  e x a c tly , a n d  i t  w a s  a p p la u d e d  to  th e  e c h o , w h e re a s  ju s t ic e  m ig h t 
h a v e  b e e n  im p o s s ib le  in  th e  s ta te  o f  p u b lic  ig n o ra n c e  a n d  p re ju d ic e . P a r tis a n s h ip  o n  th e  
p a r t  o f  a  ju d g e  is  a  sc an d a l to  ju s tic e !

S o m e  m a y  ask : W h y  d id  M r. H o m e  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  d o  w ith  h e r?  O u r  a n s w e r  is  th a t  h is  
o n ly  e sc a p e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  to  h a v e  tu rn e d  h is  b a c k  o n  th e  S p ir itu a l A th e n ^ u m , th a t  th e  
f r ie n d s  o f  th e  C a u se  h a d  e s ta b lish e d , an d , d e se r tin g  a ll, g o n e  to  a  fo re ig n  c o u n try . S he 
w o u ld  n o t  ta k e  N o  fo r  an  a n sw e r, b u t  w e n t  o n  in  h e r  c o u rse  w ith o u t  c o n s u ltin g  h im , 
d e s ir in g  th a t  le g a l s te p s  o f  an  i r re v o c a b le  k in d  sh o u ld  b e  tak e n . T h e  £ 3 0 ,0 0 0  w a s  a c tu a lly  
M r. H o m e ’s; f o r  th e re  is  n o th in g  f re e r  th a n  a  g ift; a n d  i t  w a s  h is  c e r ta in ty  o f  h is  c la im , 
s u p p o rte d  b y  leg a l d e e d s  w h ic h  sh e  h a d  f ra m e d  w ith o u t  h is  k n o w le d g e , th a t  d e te rm in e d  
h im  to  g o  b e fo re  th e  co u rt; f o r  to  h a v e  re l in q u is h e d  a ll, w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  c o n fe s s io n  o f  
g u ilt , a n d  a  r e p ro a c h  to  th e  C a u se , w h ic h  h e  w a s  d e te rm in e d  to  av o id .

246



I t  w a s  fo u n d  a f te rw a rd s  th a t  sh e  w a s  a  m o s t  u n s c ru p u lo u s , c a p ric io u s  w o m a n . S h e  h a d  
m a d e  so m e  h a lf -d o z e n  w il ls  a n d  re v o k e d  th em ; a n d  sh e  h a d  a d o p te d  se v e ra l p e rs o n s  an d  
a f te rw a rd s  c a s t  th e m  off. S h e  d e s ire d  to  g e t  a n  in tro d u c tio n  in to  S o c ie ty , to  s p i t e  h e r  
h u s b a n d ’s r ic h  re la tio n s  w h o  s c o rn e d  h e r, a n d  th ro u g h  M r. H o m e  sh e  s a w  a  m e a n s  o f  
g ra t ify in g  a  v u lg a r  a m b itio n . S h e  w a s  a lso  in  lo v e  w ith  h im , a n d  s u b je c te d  h im  to  c a re sse s  
w h ic h  h e  re c o ile d  a g a in s t, b o th  in  p r iv a te  a n d  b e fo re  v is ito rs . B u t  h e r  sp h e re  n o  d o u b t e x ­
h a u s te d  h is  v ita li ty ;  h e  w a s  m u c h  a b s e n t  o n  a c c o u n t o f  h is  h e a lth , w h ic h  f a i le d  w h e n e v e r  he  
re tu rn e d  to  h e r  p re se n c e . S h e  th e re fo re  b e g a n  to  r e g re t  th a t  sh e  w a s  “ t ie d  to  a  d y in g  m a n ,” 
w h o  w o u ld  n o t  s e rv e  h e r  p u rp o se ; fo r  a id e d  a n d  a d v ise d  b y  o th e rs  w h o  w e re  in te re s te d  in  
s e c u r in g  so m e  o f  h e r  p e lf , sh e  in s t i tu te d  p ro c e e d in g s  a g a in s t  h im  e v e n  w h ile  sh e  w a s  
w r itin g  h im  a ffe c tio n a te  le tte rs ; a n d  to ld  h im  sh e  d id  n o t  b e lie v e  in  sp ir its , as  th e y  h a d  
m is le d  h e r, a n d  a ll th e  w h ile  sh e  w a s  a tte n d in g  th e  s it t in g s  o f  v a r io u s  m e d iu m s  n o t  in  
sy m p a th y  w ith  h e r  “ a d o p te d  so n .”

M r. H o m e ’s c a re e r  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  re m a rk a b le  p e rso n a l d ra m a s  th a t  h is to ry  a ffo rd s . 
A  w e a k  a n d  o b sc u re  y o u th , sp ir i t  p o w e r  ra is e d  h im  to  a  p in n a c le  o f  fam e , a n d  a s so c ia tio n  
w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  p e rso n a g e s , su c h  as  n o  o th e r  c o n te m p o ra ry  in  a n y  w a lk  o f  l ife  c o u ld  lay  
c la im  to . I t  is  h a rd  to  re a l iz e  h o w  tru ly  b e lo v e d  H o m e  w a s  b y  a ll, h ig h  o r  lo w , w h o  e n jo y e d  
h is  p e rso n a l a c q u a in ta n c e . H e  w a s  a  m a n  o f  e a sy  a n d  a g re e a b le  m a n n e rs , a n d  p o s s e s s e d  a 
fu n d  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t. H e  w a s  a  f ir s t-c la s s  d ra m a tic  re a d e r , a n d  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  fo r  h is  
w e a k  c o n s ti tu t io n  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  o n  th e  s tag e . H e  lo n g e d  fo r  a  u s e fu l  sp h e re  in  life , as 
h e  d id  n o t  m a k e  a  tra d e  o f  h is  m e d iu m sh ip , th o u g h  h e  re c e iv e d  m a n y  r ic h  p re s e n ts  f ro m  
c ro w n e d  h e a d s ; so m e  o f  w h ic h  M rs . L y o n  g o t  in to  h e r  p o s se s s io n , a n d  a t th e  c lo se  o f  th e  
tr ia l  h a d  n o t  re tu rn e d  th e m , a n d  w e  m u c h  q u e s tio n  i f  M r. H o m e  e v e r  r e g a in e d  th em .

T h u s  w e  see  an  ev il p o w e r, th ro u g h  th is  se lf ish  o ld  w o m a n , w o rk  o u t a  p la n  w h ic h  m a d e  
a  h ig h ly -h o n o u re d  n a m e  a  w o rd  o f  re p ro a c h , a n d  w ith o u t a n y  ev il a c t o n  h is  pa rt. C a n  th e re  
b e  a n y  c le a re r  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  th e  g o o d  a n d  ev il in f lu e n c e s  th a t  c o n s ta n tly  s u rro u n d  u s  in  
life?

M r. H o m e ’s v o lu m e s  a re  n o w  o u t o f  p r in t  a n d  v e ry  sca rce . T h e y  sh o u ld  b e  re p rin te d , 
w ith  a n o th e r  v o lu m e , g iv in g  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  i l lu s tr io u s  m e d iu m  s in c e  h is  re le a s e  f ro m  th e  
L y o n ’s to ils : or, a s  th e  sp ir its  o n c e  fa c e tio u s ly  te rm e d  it, “D a n ie l in  th e  L y o n ’s d e n ,” h is  
n a m e  b e in g  D a n ie l D u n g la s  H o m e . O n  th a t  o c c a s io n , in  a  se an c e , th e  sp ir its  p la y e d  a  p ie c e  
o f  m u s ic , a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  sp ir i t  v o ic e s , i llu s tra t iv e  o f  th e ir  m e d iu m ’s life .

I t  w a s  a f te r  th is  p a in fu l o rd ea l th a t  M r. H o m e  d id  so m e  o f  h is  m o s t  v a lu a b le  w o rk  a s  a 
m e d iu m , so  th a t  th e  fo u l a s p e rs io n  o f  th e  n e w sp a p e rs , th a t  th e  la w s u it  b ro k e  d o w n  a 
p re te n d e d  p o w e r, is  a s  fa ls e  as  a ll th e ir  o th e r  a d v e rs e  c o m m e n ts . H is  s it t in g s  w ith  M r. 
C ro o k e s  a re  o f  im p e r is h a b le  v a lu e , r e c o rd e d  a s  th e y  a re  in  th a t  e m in e n t s c ie n t is t ’s v o lu m e , 
“R e s e a rc h e s  in  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  S p ir i tu a lis m .” H e  a lso  h a d  a  lo n g  c o u rse  o f  s it t in g s  w ith  
th e  E a rl o f  D u n ra v e n , a  re c o rd  o f  w h ic h  w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  a  v o lu m e  fo r  p r iv a te  c irc u la tio n . 
H is  o ld  f r ie n d s  n e v e r  d e se r te d  h im , a n d  w ith  th e m  h e  h a d  m o re  s tu p e n d o u s  m a n ife s ta t io n s  
th a n  h a d  b e e n  p re v io u s ly  re c o rd e d . T h e re  w e re  m a te r ia liz a t io n s  in  th e  d im  lig h t, f lo a tin g  in  
l ig h t, h a n d lin g  o f  fire , a n d  th a t  re m a rk a b le  c a se  o f  le v ita tio n , w h e n  h e  w a s  ta k e n  o u t o f  o n e  
w in d o w  a n d  in  a t a n o th e r , a t a  g re a t  d is ta n c e  f ro m  th e  g ro u n d , in  th e  u p p e r  s to ry  o f  a  h ig h
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h o u s e  in  V ic to r ia  S tree t. G e n tle m e n  o f  e m in e n c e  te s t if ie d  to  th e  tru th  o f  th is  o c c u rre n c e , 
a b o u t w h ic h  th e re  c o u ld  b e  n o  trick .

M r. H o m e ’s p h e n o m e n a  w e re  all o f  a  s p o n ta n e o u s  c h a ra c te r . H e  h a d  n o  se t h o u rs  o r  
d a y s  fo r  se an c e s . H e  w o u ld  m e e t a  la rg e  a n d  d is t in g u is h e d  c irc le , a n d  n o th in g  w o u ld  o ccu r, 
b u t  h is  c o n v e rsa tio n a l p o w e rs  w e re  so  c h a rm in g  th a t  th e re  w a s  n o  o c c a s io n  fo r  reg re t. H is  
m e th o d  o f  r e c e iv in g  a lp h a b e tic a l m e s s a g e s  w a s  w o n d e rfu l. H is  h a n d s  o n c e  u p o n  th e  ta b le  it  
th ro b b e d  w ith  l ife  a n d  in te ll ig e n c e : h e  w o u ld  ru n  th e  a lp h a b e t  o v e r, th e  ta b le  m o v in g  a t th e  
p ro p e r  le tte rs , a s  ra p id ly  as th e y  c o u ld  b e  w r itte n  d o w n . N o  t r ic k  c o u ld  h a v e  p ro d u c e d  su c h  
a  r e s u lt  o f  ta b le  m o tio n  a n d  e x p re s s io n  o f  in te ll ig e n c e . L o n g  lin e s  o f  th e s e  le tte rs  w h e n  
d iv id e d  in to  w o rd s  w o u ld  b e  fo u n d  to  e x p re s s  m e s s a g e s  o f  g re a t  im p o r ta n c e , a n d  o n  
m a tte rs  c o n c e rn in g  w h ic h  th e  m e d iu m  w a s  ig n o ra n t. A s  a  m a tte r  o f  c o u rse , h is  tra n c e  
m e s s a g e s  w e re  g iv e n  in  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  s ta te , a n d  h e  k n e w  n o th in g  o f  th em , a  fa c t  b e y o n d  
th e  c o m p re h e n s io n  o f  h is  n e w s p a p e r  c ritic s . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  w e  sa w  a  b e ll— w ith  a  sp rin g  
a tta c h e d  a t th e  to p  in  fo rm  o f  a  h o o k , as u s e d  fo r  h a n g in g  b e lls  in  h o u s e s — p a ss  u n d e r  th e  
ta b le  f ro m  M r. H o m e  to  o th e r  s itte rs , a n d  ra is e  i t s e l f  u p , a n d  th e n  d o w n , as i t  w a s  h u n g  
f ro m  h is  w r is t  b e tw e e n  h is  k n e e s . B u t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  th is  m a n ife s ta t io n  w h e n  c e r ta in  o f  
th e  c o m p a n y  w e re  in  th e  ro o m . T h is  sh o w e d  h o w  m u c h  p e rso n a l in f lu e n c e s  a ffe c t th e  
m a n ife s ta tio n s .

T h u s  w e  p e rc e iv e  th a t  tw o  d iv e rse  sp h e re s  o f  o p e ra tio n  a f fe c t  m e d iu m s : sp ir its  a n d  
m o rta ls . M r. H o m e  w a s  q u ite  n e a r  to  th e  sp ir i t  sp h e re , w a s  c o n s c io u s  o f  i ts  p ro x im ity ; an d  
fo llo w e d  its  le a d in g  in  h is  m e d iu m sh ip . H e  n e v e r  p la c e d  h im s e lf  in  m o rta l  h a n d s , su c h  as 
s u b m ittin g  to  s o -c a lle d  “ te s ts ” ; u n le s s  th e  sp ir its  c o u ld  v o lu n ta r ily  d e m o n s tra te  th e ir  p o w er, 
h e  w o u ld  p e rm it  n o  m e c h a n ic a l a g e n c ie s , w ith  th e  v ie w  o f  h e lp in g  th em . A n d  n o w  th a t  h e  
h a s  g o n e , b e  i t  sa id , th a t  n o  c h a rg e  o f  tr ic k e ry  s ta n d s  a g a in s t h im . T h e  n e w s p a p e rs  re g a rd  
h im  as a  “ju g g le r ,” b u t  w ith a l u n c o n s c io u s  th a t  h e  w a s  im p o s in g  o n  an y  o n e — w h ic h , i f  i t  
m e a n s  a n y th in g , s ig n if ie s  th a t  h e  w a s  a  g e n u in e  m e d iu m ,— b u t  n o t  o n e  o f  th e m  c a n  re fe r  to  
an y  “ e x p o s u re ” to  w h ic h  h e  w a s  a t a n y  tim e  su b je c te d ; th is  e x a m p le  sh o u ld  b e  a  le s s o n  to  
all m ed iu m s .

H is  la te s t  p u b lic  a c t in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  M o v e m e n t  w a s  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  a  b o o k 22, 
g iv in g  an  h is to r ic a l re s u m e  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a , a n d  th e n  re v ie w in g  th e  s ta tu s  o f  m o d e rn  
m e d iu m sh ip . I t  w a s  w r itte n  u n d e r  ill h e a lth  a n d  a m id s t ir r i ta tin g  su rro u n d in g s . S m all 
m a tte rs  o f  g o s s ip  w e re  m a d e  to o  m u c h  o f  in  h is  c r it ic is m  o f  o th e r  m e d iu m s , y e t  th e  m o ra l 
h e  in te n d e d  to  d ra w  is  o f  th e  u tm o s t  v a lu e . A s  a  g e n tle m a n ly , n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l  m ed iu m , 
w h o  c o u ld  a ffo rd  to  w a i t  a  y e a r, i f  n e c e s sa ry , fo r  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  “ p o w e r” a n d  su ita b le  
c o n d itio n s , i t  w a s  to  h im  a  g re a t  m is ta k e  to  see  m e d iu m s  e n d e a v o u r in g  to  fo rc e  p h e n o m e n a  
in  d a rk  s e an c e s , a n d  a m id s t  a lto g e th e r  u n s u ita b le  s u rro u n d in g s ; th o u g h  w e  k n o w  th a t  as  
g e n u in e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  a re  o b ta in e d  in  th e  d a rk  a s  in  th e  l ig h t, y e t  M r. H o m e  w a s  q u ite  
r ig h t  in  h is  e s tim a te  o f  th e  su p e rio r  a d v a n ta g e s  w h ic h  h is  p h a s e  o f  m e d iu m s h ip  c o n fe rre d . 
A g a in  th e re  is  a  re a c tio n  in  f a v o u r  o f  l ig h t  s e an c e s , a n d  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re  a  n e w  fo rm  o f  
m e d iu m s h ip  w ill  c o m e  in to  o p e ra tio n , o n  th e  l in e s  so  s u c c e s s fu lly  a n d  h o n o u ra b ly  fo llo w e d  
b y  M r. H o m e , th e  P r in c e  o f  M e d iu m s .

22 Lights and  Shadows o f  Spiritualism , published by G. W. Carleton & Co.: N ew  York, pp. 483. 1877.
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O f  la te  y e a rs  w e  h e a rd  l it tle  o f  h im . H is  la s t  le t te r  in  th e  M E D IU M  a llu d e d  to  th e  
f r ie n d sh ip  m a n ife s te d  to w a rd s  h im  b y  th e  E m p e ro r  o f  G e rm a n y . T h e  la s t  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
w e  re c e iv e d  w a s  w r itte n  f ro m  N ic e . H is  se c o n d  w ife  w a s  a  R u s s ia n  lad y  o f  h ig h  b irth . F o r  
th e  c lo s in g  p a r t ic u la rs  o f  h is  e a r th ly  c a re e r  w e  m u s t  fa ll b a c k  o n  th e  P a r is  le t te r  o f  th e  Daily 
News:— “ T h e  d ire c t  c a u se s  o f  h is  d e a th  w e re  th e  a g g ra v a tin g  e ffe c t  p ro d u c e d  b y  th is  w e t 
a n d  c o ld  s e a so n  o n  p u lm o n a ry  c o n su m p tio n , a n d  a  lo n g -s ta n d in g  a b sc e s s  in  th e  le g  w h ic h  
tu rn e d  to  g a n g re n e . H e  w a s  s ta y in g  w h e n  h e  d ie d  in  a  n e g le c te d - lo o k in g  d e ta c h e d  h o u se  a t 
A u te u il , s ta n d in g  in  a  sh a d y  g a rd e n  fu ll o f  w e e d s . T h e  o n ly  c h e e r in g  in f lu e n c e  w a s  th a t  
w h ic h  w a s  sh e d  o n  h im  b y  h is  w i f e ’s b ird s . O n  th e  g ra s s  p lo t  in  th e  g a rd e n  th e re  w a s  a  ro w  
o f  c a g e s  f i l le d  w ith  s ta r lin g s , b la c k b ird s , lin n e ts , c a n a rie s , a n d  Ja v a  sp a rro w s . W h e n e v e r  
th e re  w a s  a  g l im m e r  o f  su n sh in e , H o m e  w a s  c a rr ie d  o u t to  l is te n  to  th e  l it tle  w a rb le r s .”

In  th e  m id s t  o f  N a tu re , in  its  s p o n ta n e o u s  a n d  m o s t  b e a u tifu l  fo rm s , y e t  c lo se  to  
h u m a n ity , h e  p a s se d  aw ay : to  th e  sc ie n tif ic  m in d  th e re  a re  n o  “w e e d s ,” b u t  “ w ild  f lo w e rs .”

T h e  la s t  sc e n e  is  s a tis fa c to ry ; th o u g h  th e  p re s s  sc rib b le r , e x p re s s in g  th e  u n fe e lin g  an d  
u n ju s t  r a n c o u r  o f  th e  ig n o ra n t  m o b , p a lp a b ly  re jo ic e s  a t w h a t  h e  re g a rd s  as an  o b sc u re  
d ea th . S till th e re  w a s  a  w o m a n ’s lo v in g  c o n s id e ra t io n  in  a ffo rd in g  th e  p a s s in g  in v a lid  
su rro u n d in g s  m u c h  m o re  c o n g e n ia l to  h is  fe e b le  a n d  se n s it iv e  s ta te  th a n  an y  c ro w d s  o f  
h u m a n  b e in g s , h o w e v e r  sy m p a th e tic , c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n . T h e se  fe a th e re d  m in is tra n ts , th e  
d e n iz e n s  o f  th e  a ir— o f  th e  e a rth , a n d  y e t  a b o v e  it— a re  sy m b o lic a l o f  th a t  a n g e l b a n d , 
w h ic h  d id  su c h  g o o d  w o rk  th ro u g h  M r. H o m e ’s in s tru m e n ta lity , a n d  a w a ite d  h im  o n  h is  
e n tra n c e  in to  c o n d itio n s  m o re  g lo r io u s  th a n  th e  p o m p  a n d  g e n e ro s ity  o f  E m p e ro rs , K in g s  
a n d  P r in c e s  e v e r  b e s to w e d  o n  h im .

H o m e ’s w o rk  h a s  p e rh a p s  h a d  a  m o re  p ro n o u n c e d  e f fe c t  o n  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  th a n  th a t  o f  
an y  m a n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry . H e  w a s  n e ith e r  a  w r i te r  n o r  an  o ra to r ; b u t  th ro u g h  h im  th e  an g e l 
w o r ld  d e m o n s tra te d  tru th s , w h ic h  th e  m in d  o f  m an , u n a id e d  b y  th e  p o w e r  o f  S p irit, is  
im p o te n t  to  a tta in  to  o r  so lv e .
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IN  M E M O R IA M

In  a  la te r  is s u e  B u rn s  p u b lis h e d  a  fu r th e r  o b itu a ry  b y  M rs . H o m e  (se c o n d  w ife  m a rr ie d  in  
1871 , n e e  J u lie  d e  G lo u m e lin e .)

MR. D. D. HOME: HIS LAST YEARS, 
LAST ILLNESS, AND BURIAL.

W e  h a v e  re c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  f ro m  M rs . H o m e :— 23

M r. D . D . H o m e  h a d  b e e n  fo r  fo u r te e n  y e a rs  s u ffe r in g  a lm o s t  w ith o u t  in te rm is s io n  fro m  
g o u t a n d  n e u ra lg ic  p a in s . T h e se  su ffe rin g s , m o re  o r  le s s  se v e re , w e re  a lw a y s  in c re a s e d  b y  
th e  e v e n ts  o f  h is  life . T h e  fa ls e h o o d  a n d  c a lu m n y  w h ic h  h e  h a d  to  e n d u re  h a d  b u t  lit tle  
e ffe c t  o n  h im , fo r  h e  w a s  a lw a y s  a b le  to  c o n tra d ic t  th e m  w ith  ir re s is tib le  e v id e n c e  o f  th e ir  
fa lse h o o d . H is  w a s  a  n o b le  life , w h ic h  n o th in g  c a n  e v e r  s ta in . W h a t re a lly  d is tre s s e d  h im  
w a s  to  see  S p ir itu a lism  b e c o m e  th e  s u b je c t o f  ra i l le ry  a n d  o f  g ro ss  ab u se . H is  lo fty  sou l 
w a s  as fu lly  s e n s ib le  o f  th e  jo y  as o f  th e  g r ie f  o f  o th e rs , a n d  h is  l ife  w a s  fr i ll  o f  tro u b le , fo r  
n u m b e rs  o f  th o s e  su ffe r in g  f ro m  a ff l ic tio n  c a m e  to  s e e k  c o n s o la tio n  f ro m  p a in . H is  k in d ly  
fe e l in g  a n d  h is  c o m p le te  f re e d o m  fro m  v a n ity  o r  in te re s te d  m o tiv e s  le d  to  h is  n e v e r  
r e fu s in g  a  s e an c e , a n d  th is  in  i t s e l f  v e ry  m u c h  fa t ig u e d  a n d  e x h a u s te d  h is  n e rv o u s  sy s tem . 
H is  p o w e r  as a  m e d iu m  n e v e r  w h o lly  le f t  h im , a n d  e v e n  in  th e  la s t  f e w  y e a rs  h e  p o s s e s s e d  
i t  in  th e  h ig h e s t  d e g re e , b u t  m o s t  o f  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  w e re  c lo se ly  c o n n e c te d  w ith  o u r  
p r iv a te  life .

In  th e  w in te r  o f  1883 w e  w e re  in  R u ss ia , a n d  h e  su ffe re d  m u c h , b u t  in  th e  sp rin g  w e  le f t  
h im  fo r  a  c o u rse  o f  th e  p in e  b a th s  n e a r  D re sd e n . A f te rw a rd s  w e  re tu rn e d  to  P a r is , to  re m a in  
th e re , b u t, a las! sh o rtly  a f te r  h e  a g a in  b e c a m e  w o rse , a n d  h e  to ld  m e  o n e  m o rn in g  in  
D e c e m b e r , 1884  th a t  h e  w a s  a b o u t to  h a v e  a  lo n g  a n d  p a in fu l illn e ss , b u t  th a t  i f  n o  c o m ­
p lic a tio n  se t in  h e  sh o u ld  re c o v e r , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th a n  ev e r; b u t  h e  sa id  w e  m u s t  
s u b m it to  th e  w ill  o f  G o d . In  fac t, u p  to  th e  m o n th  o f  M a y , h e  g a v e  e v id e n c e  o f  s u p e r­
n a tu ra l s tre n g th , f o r  h e  b o re  h is  su ffe r in g s  w h e n  th e  d o c to r  d e s p a ire d  o f  h is  life . In  M ay , 
1885 , I  w a s  a b le  to  ta k e  h im  to  a  w a te r in g  p la c e  in  th e  T y ro l, a n d  f ro m  th is  w e  w e n t  o n  a 
v is i t  to  a  v e ry  f in e  e s ta te  n e a r  M ila n , a n d  a f te rw a rd s  re tu rn e d  to  S w itz e r la n d , w h e n  b y  
d e g re e s  h e  re c o v e re d  a  lit tle  s tre n g th , f ro m  th e  m o u n ta in  a ir  a n d  f ro m  res t, a n d  h e  a rr iv e d  
in  P a r is , in  N o v e m b e r , q u ite  w e ll. H e  re m a in e d  in  g o o d  h e a lth  fo r  tw o  m o n th s , b u t  w h e n  
th e  c o ld  w e a th e r  c a m e  o n  h e  re la p se d .

23 The Medium and Daybreak Ju ly  2 3 , 188 6  p a g e  4 6 9 -4 7 0 .
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In  o rd e r  to  w ith d ra w  h im  f ro m  th e  n o ise  o f  th e  c ity , I  w e n t  w ith  h im  to  a  sm a ll h o u s e  in  
M o n tm o re n c y  P a rk , n e a r  A u te u il , w h ic h  w e  o c c u p ie d  a lo n e . T h is  c h a n g e  d id  h im  g o o d , a n d  
I  h a d  a g a in  h o p e s  o f  ta k in g  h im  to  th e  f in e  a ir  o f  S w itz e r lan d : B u t  w h e n  w e  w e re  a b o u t to  
le a v e , to w a rd s  th e  e n d  o f  A p r il ,  th e  c o m p lic a tio n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  p re d ic te d  se t in  w ith  fa ta l 
e ffec t. A n  a b sc e s s  fo rm e d  o n  th e  le f t  leg , a n d  th e  d o c to rs  d e c id e d  o n  p e rfo rm in g  an  
o p e ra tio n , w h ic h  h e  b o re  w ith  v e ry  l it tle  lo ss  o f  s tre n g th , b u t  f iv e  d a y s  la te r  th e  h e a t 
a f fe c te d  h im  se rio u s ly , a n d  in f la m m a tio n  o f  th e  lu n g s  c a rr ie d  h im  off. H e  w a s  p e rfe c tly  
c o g n iz a n t  o f  h is  c o n d it io n  d u r in g  h is  w h o le  i lln e ss , e v e n  w h ile  s u ffe r in g  e x tre m e  p a in , an d  
p o s s e s s e d  fu ll c o n s c io u s n e s s  to  h is  la s t  m o m e n t. H e  b o re  h is  s u ffe r in g s  w ith  fu ll c le a rn e s s  
o f  m in d , g lo r ify in g  G o d , sm ilin g  o n  m e , a n d  c o n s o lin g  m e  fo r  h is  a p p ro a c h in g  d e p a rtu re ;  
b e h o ld in g  th e  sp ir its  o f  h is  c h ild  a n d  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  d e a r  to  h im  in  th e  o th e r  w o rld . I t  w a s  
a  su b lim e  d e a th , p e a c e fu l a n d  jo y o u s  as th a t  o f  a  m arty r . T h e  e x p re s s io n  o f  h is  c o u n ­
te n a n c e , in  th e  m id s t  o f  h is  su ffe rin g s , w a s  c o m p a re d  b y  a  c e le b ra te d  a r t is t  to  th e  h e a d  o f  
C h ris t.

I t  is  t ru e  th a t  h is  l ife  h a d  b e e n  sp e n t in  s tru g g le , m o ra l a n d  p h y s ic a l, a n d  i t  is  a lso  tru e  
th a t  n o th in g  c o u ld  c h a n g e  h is  f ra n k , lo y a l  c h a ra c te r— h is  g re a t  h ea rt. W h e n  h e  h a d  
m o m e n ts  o f  tra n c e , h is  n o b le  e x p re s s io n  o f  c o u n te n a n c e  a n d  sw e e t sm ile  re tu rn e d , a n d  h e  
fo rg o t  w h a t  h e  h a d  su ffe re d . In  F ra n c e , h e  w a s  c a lle d  th e  C h a rm e r, so  th o ro u g h ly  d id  h e  
c o m m a n d  sy m p a th y . A s  to  m y se lf , w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n a b le d  to  a p p re c ia te  h im  in  p r iv a te  life , 
I  h a d  a  v e n e ra tio n  fo r  h is  e x c e p tio n a l c h a ra c te r , w h ic h  w a s  c o n c e a le d  in  o rd e r  to  d o  g o o d , 
a n d  w h ic h  w a s  e n a b le d  to  r e s is t  th e  te m p e s t  o f  th is  s to rm y  se a  o f  life , th a t  h e  w a s  
c o m p e lle d  to  tra v e rs e  so  o ften . H o w e v e r , h e  h a s  o n ly  l iv e d  fo r  th e  tru th  o f  S p ir itu a lism , an d  
th is  t ru th  h a s  e le v a te d  h is  sou l as h ig h  as th a t  o f  m a n  c a n  b e  ra is e d  h e re  b e lo w .

A s  h e  w is h e d  to  b e  b u r ie d  in  th e  v a u lt  w ith  h is  lit tle  d a u g h te r , h is  fu n e ra l w a s  a c c o rd in g  
to  th e  G re e k  r itu a l. N o  c a rd s  o f  in v ita t io n  w e re  s e n t o u t, th a t  n o th in g  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  a 
d e m o n s tra t io n  sh o u ld  d is tu rb  th e  im p o s in g  c e re m o n y , a b o u t w h ic h  th e re  w a s  n o th in g  in  
an y  se n se  lu g u b r io u s  in  c h a ra c te r . T h e  p r ie s ts  w e re  in  fe s tiv a l v e s tm e n ts , a n d  a  m a ss  su n g  
b y  c h ild re n , w ith  fu ll to n e  a n d  fe e lin g  a ro u n d  th e  c o ff in , c o v e re d  w ith  a  p ro fu s io n  o f  
f lo w e rs , p ro d u c e d  an  e f fe c t  a t o n c e  im p o s in g  a n d  jo y o u s  w ith o u t  th e  le a s t  sh a d e  o f  
m o u rn in g . T h is  w a s  th e  w is h  o f  m y  h u sb a n d , a n d  I  th in k  n o th in g  c o u ld  b e  m o re  su b lim e  
a n d  b e a u tifu l, a n d  m o re  f re e  f ro m  e a r th ly  v a n ity . T h is  c e re m o n y  to o k  p la c e  in  th e  p re s e n c e  
o f  a  f e w  f r ie n d s  o n ly , th e re  b e in g  is  th e  c h u rc h  a b o u t th ir ty  d e a r  f r ie n d s , w h o  fe lt  th a t  h is  
d e p a rtu re  h a d  le f t  a n  a c h in g  v o id .
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PORTRAIT OF THE SPIRIT 
“KATIE KING”

A  se rie s  o f  fo u r  s it t in g s  w e re  h e ld  to  
p h o to g ra p h  th e  spirit o f  “K a tie  K in g .” 24 
T h e  e x p e rim e n ta l e ffo r ts  w e re  
su c c e ss fu l: i t  is  c la im e d  th a t  th e
e n g ra v in g :— “ ... is about as faithful a 
copy as wood-cutting can give, of one of 
the photographs obtained on Wednesday 
night, last week. In the photograph itself 
the features are more detailed and 
beautiful, and there is an expression of 
dignity and ethereality in the face, which 
is not fully represented in the engraving, 
which, however, has been executed as 
nearly as possible with scientific 
accuracy, by an artist of great 
professional skill”
T h e  o r ig in a l p h o to g ra p h  w a s  ta k e n  b y  
m a g n e s iu m  l ig h t  o n  W e d n e s d a y  7th M a y  
1873. A ll th e  p h o to g ra p h s  w e re  ta k e n  b y  
th e  fo u n d e r  e d ito r  o f  The Spiritualist, 
W illia m  H . H a rr iso n .

T h e  im a g e  a n d  q u o te  is  ta k e n  f ro m  The 
Spiritualist, M a y  15, 1873 p a g e  2 00 .

W e re  th e  a c tu a l p h o to g ra p h s  e v e r  p u b lish e d ?  T h e  p h o to g ra p h s  a t th e  t im e  w e re  in  th e  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  M r. T a p p , th e  e n g ra v in g  w a s  c u t  b y  M r. Jo h n  S w ain , a n d  d ra w in g  f ro m  th e  
p h o to g ra p h  w a s  m a d e  u p o n  th e  w o o d  b y  M r. F re d e r ic k  W in te r .

P a u l J. G a u n t

24 Also referred to as “Annie Morgan,” usually always known as Katie King
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WILLIAM VOLCKMAN
25T h is  is s u e  b r in g s  u s  to  th e  c o n c lu d in g  re p o r t  o f  th e  V o lc k m a n  s to ry . M o s t  p u b lis h e d  

lite ra tu re  p u ts  V o lc k m a n  in  b a d  lig h t, b u t  w e  c a n  n o w  lo o k  a t V o lc k m a n ’s a c tio n s  o n  th e  
n ig h t  o f  D e c e m b e r  9th 1873 , w ith  a n  in fo rm e d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  reason fo r  h is  a c tio n s . 
T h e  re s e a rc h  h a s  a lso  sh o w n  th a t  V o lc k m a n  w a s  n o t  s im p ly  a  n a ïv e  sc ep tic , b u t  h e ld  a t 
le a s t  an  o p e n  m in d  in  th e  V ic to r ia n  s é a n c e  ro o m s  a n d  o rg a n is a tio n s  h e  f re q u e n te d .

T h e  fo llo w in g  a r tic le s  f ro m  The Medium and Daybreak 25 26 c o n c lu d e  w ith  J a m e s  B u r n s ’ 
c lo s in g  rem a rk s .

M Y  G H O ST E X PER IE N C ES.
BY W ILLIAM  VOLCKM AN

In  th e  f ir s t  p o r tio n  o f  m y  e x p e rie n c e s , I  c o n c e n tra te d  a tte n tio n  u p o n  th e  f ig h tin g  an d  
s tru g g lin g  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  M r. C o o k ’s fa m ily  G h o s t, as  b e a r in g  v e ry  d ire c tly  u p o n  th e  
G h o s t  o r  n o  G h o s t d isp u te ; a n d  u p o n  th e  d e p e n d e n t c h a rg e  o f  “ c o n d it io n ” b re a k in g  
p re fe r re d  a g a in s t  m e.

H a v in g  b e e n  in v ite d  e x p re s s ly  to  see  a  bona fide S p irit, a n d  a ssu m in g , fo r  a rg u m e n t 
sak e , th a t  I  w a s  u n d e r  p ro m is e  n o t  to  to u c h  su c h  S p ir it  w h e n  i t  a p p e a re d , I  m a in ta in  th a t  th e  
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  m e d iu m  in  p la c e  o f  a  G h o s t  w a s  a  b re a c h  o f  c o n d itio n s  as a g a in s t m e — a 
b re a c h  o f  p ro m ise  re le a s in g  m e  f ro m  all a lle g ia n c e  to  c o n d itio n s  c o n te m p la tin g  a  S p ir it  an d  
a  S p ir it  o n ly . I f  I  h a d  b e e n  a sk e d  to  see  “ a  f ig u re ,” o r  o n ly  “ an  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  w h a t  p u r ­
p o r te d  to  b e  a  sp ir i t” (as  “K a t ie ” n o w  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th e  G h o s t p a rty ) , a n d  i f  I  h a d  b e e n  
e n jo in e d  n o t  to  to u c h  su c h  “ f ig u re ,” o r  “ p u rp o r t in g  a p p e a ra n c e ,” th e n  m y  fe l lo w  s itte rs  
w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  so m e th in g  l ik e  a  su b s ta n tia l  c o m p la in t. B u t  th e  v e ry  u s e  b y  th e m  o f  te rm s  
so  d u b io u s  is a  ju s t i f ic a t io n  o f  m y  p ro c e d u re , a n d  in  so m e  so rt a  c o m p lim e n t to  th a t  
o b s e rv a tio n  w h ic h  I  p a tie n tly  m a d e  fo r  fo r ty  m in u te s , without v io la tin g  th e  c o n d itio n s  
a lle g e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  im p o se d , a n d  fo r  w h ic h  I  h a v e  h a d  n o  c re d it  in  th e ir  R e p o rt.

T h e  c h a rg e  a g a in s t  m e  is  n o t  so  m u c h  th a t  I  “b ro k e  th e  c o n d it io n s ,” b u t  th a t  I  d a re d  to  
th in k  a n d  a c t  fo r  m y se lf ; a n d  re fu s e d  to  a c c e p t  a  fo re g o n e  c o n c lu s io n  in  fa c e  o f  e v id e n c e , to  
m y  m in d , so  d a m a g in g  to  th e  g h o s t  th eo ry .

25 Part one:— William Volckman -  Paul J. Gaunt Vol. 6, No.7 pages 185-195: 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP6.7.July2010..pdf

Part two: —  My ghost, experiences by William Volckman -  Medium & Daybreak Vol. 6, No.8 pages 216-226: 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP6.8August2010..pdf

26 The Medium and Daybreak January 23, 1874 pages 51-52.
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Not one of the Ghost party has since had the courage to come forward and assert 
“Katie” as an unmistakable spirit—not one has ventured to assert his or her possession of 
evidence potent to neutralise the test I deemed it my duty to apply, or sufficient to prove 
beyond question that the “Katie” of this seance was a Ghost and not the medium.

Not only has Mr. Luxmoore publicly stated, in my hearing, the valuelessness of 
knotting and sealing as a test for sceptics, not only has he attempted (as the reader knows) 
to treat the “struggle” as hypothetical, but he may afterwards be found treating the “Ghost” 
in the same supposition and contradictory manner:—

“Some imagine,” he says, “that if 'Katie’ is a spirit 27 she should not have required 
assistance to get out of the grasp of anyone taking hold of her, but they forget that, even if a 
spirit, she is clothed in a natural form, and subject to what I term, for want of a better word, 
the inconveniences of materialisation.”

And this too is put forward in disregard of the report statement that

“ 'Katie’ instantly extricated herself,” 

and therefore, it would seem, was superfluously assisted.

Amongst the doubters themselves the Ghost partisans demur to my scepticism. 
Objecting to my attack upon an alleged Ghost as a breaking of conditions, they themselves 
broke the conditions in a most ruthless manner, introducing into the seance a confusion of 
which single handed I was incapable, and never for a moment contemplated.

Notwithstanding their own doubting mood they have well-nigh denied to me the right of 
hearing and vindication, and have committed themselves to statements so far shown to be 
beneath criticism, and which I am further prepared to show, in their every line, contain not 
the ghost of an argument in favour of their pet spirit theories and ghostly conditions.

Not content with the published attacks upon me, Mr. Harrison— in the true spirit of 
persecution— seeks to exclude me in future from opportunities of investigation through 
other mediums (Vide Spiritualist, Jan. 10th); thus endorsing the fashion which, it would 
appear, pertains in regard to Miss Cook’s circle,—where to trustingly expect a spirit (as a 
matter of course) is implied by the conditions imposed, while to express a doubt is to incur 
exclusion and to be deprived of the means of conversion.

“Get the learned writer to set down our excommunication.”28 27 28

27 The italics in this quotation are mine— W.V.

28 Outrage on the poet admitted.
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F o llo w in g  o u t h is  s e lf -a s su m e d  c h a ra c te r  o f  sp e c ia l p le a d e r  fo r  th e  G h o s t M r. H a r r is o n  
h a s  b e e n  a t p a in s  to  in fo rm  th e  p u b lic  a s  fo llo w s :—

“ M r. V o lc k m a n  p e rs o n a lly  is  w e ll a w a re  o f  th e  m a te r ia li ty  o f  th e  fo rm s  a n d  h a n d s  b u ilt  
u p  b y  sp ir its ; h e  h a s  sh a k e n  th e  p o w e rfu l m u s c u la r  h a n d  o f  ‘Jo h n  K in g ’ a t M r. W il l ia m ’s 
s e a n c e .”

I  h a v e  n o t  a u th o r ise d  M r. H a r r iso n , o r  a n y o n e  e lse , to  s ta te  w h a t  I  am , o r  a m  n o t, “w e ll 
a w a re  o f .” I  re s e rv e  m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  to  b e  s ta te d  b y  m y s e l f  in  m y  o w n  w a y , a n d  in  m y  o w n  
tim e . N o n e  th e  le s s  I  a m  f re e  to  c o n fe s s , fo r  th e  c o m fo r t  o f  M r. H a rr iso n , th a t  I  h a v e  seen  
th e  “ J o h n  K in g  m a n ife s ta t io n s ” a n d  h a v e  a  p e rso n a l k n o w le d g e  o f  M r. W illia m s  th e  
m e d iu m  (w h o  h a s  g iv e n  se a n c e s  in  m y  h o u s e ;)— a n d  I  c a n  a lso  s ta te  f ro m  su c h  o b s e rv a tio n  
a n d  k n o w le d g e  th a t  I  fo u n d  n o  im p o r ta n t  p o in ts  o f  re s e m b la n c e  w h a te v e r  b e tw e e n  th e  
a lle g e d  “ J o h n  K in g ” a n d  M r. W illia m s ,— a n d  th is  I  s ta te  s im p ly  as  a  m a tte r  o f  fac t, an d  
w ith o u t  a d v e n tu r in g  a n y  th e o re tic  so lu tio n . W h a te v e r , th e n , th is  “ Jo h n  K in g ” e x p e rie n c e  
m a y  im p o rt, it  o p e ra te s  as a  ju s t i f ic a t io n  ra th e r  th a n  o th e rw ise  fo r  g ra s p in g  g h o s ts  w h ic h  
a re  id e n tic a l w ith  th e ir  a lle g e d  “ m e d iu m s .”

S o  fa r  I  h a v e  d e a lt  w ith  th e  m a tte r  s im p ly  a s  a  c h a rg e  a g a in s t  m y se lf , a n d  h e re  I  am  
w ill in g  to  le t  th e  s u b je c t re m a in . H a d  p u b lic ity  n o t  b e e n  so u g h t to  m y  p re ju d ic e , I  sh o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  h a v e  c o n te n te d  m y s e l f  w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  th e  s e a n c e  h a d  a f fo rd e d  m e. S h o u ld  
fu r th e r  a tta c k s  in d u c e  m e  to  r e tu rn  to  th e  su b je c t, I  h a v e  a  c o n s id e ra b le  r e s e rv e  u p o n  w h ic h  
to  d ra w  fo r  a  second instalment o f  m y  “ G h o s t” e x p e rie n c e s .

I  c o u ld  say  s o m e th in g  as to  th e  fe e b le  jo k e s  o f  th e  g h o s t  in  c o n v e rsa tio n , a n d  its  
u n c o m m u n ic a tiv e n e s s  in  r e g a rd  to  i ts  sp ir i t  h o m e . I  c o u ld  d e p ic t  th e  G h o s t  as a  v o c a lis t, 
a n d  its  d o w n w a rd  g ro w th  as th e  s e a n c e  p ro c e e d s . I  c o u ld  s h o w  th a t  th e  fo g g ie s t  n ig h t  fo r  
m a n y  a  y e a r  is  n o  “ in c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  m a te r ia lis a t io n ” to  a  w e ll- re g u la te d  sp ir it, — a lth o u g h  
to  m y  “ m a te r ia lis a t io n ” it  p ro v e d  m o s t  in c o n v e n ie n t;  fo r  to  re a c h  th e  h a u n te d  h o u s e  in  tim e  
I  h a d  to  g ro p e  m y  w a y  o n  fo o t, fo r  an  h o u r  a n d  a  h a lf , th ro u g h  fo u r  m ile s  o f  th e  d e n s e s t  fo g  
i t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  m y  m is fo r tu n e  to  e n d u re ,— h e n c e  “ m y  u n e a sy  lo o k s ” a n d  “ a b ru p t  re m a rk s ” 
w h ic h  e lic ite d  f ro m  M r. H a r r is o n  so m e  su c h  n a tu ra l “ c o m m e n t” as “ h o w  t ir e d ” I  lo o k ed , 
a n d  u p o n  w h ic h  h e  h a s  in g e n io u s ly  fo u n d e d  a  th e o ry  o f  “ p re m e d ita tio n ,”— fo rg e ttin g  th a t  
th e  “ c o n d it io n s ” w e re  n o t  fa v o u ra b le  to  th a t  c h e e rfu l a n d  e a sy  d e m e a n o u r  w h ic h  h e n c e fo r th  
I  h o p e  w ill  b e  m y  ‘u su a l m a n n e r ’ in  G h o s t so c ie ty . I  c o u ld  say  n o t  a  l it tle  as to  th e  a n g ry  
th re a ts  o f  a s sa u lt  a n d  th e  ille g a l d e te n tio n  to  w h ic h  I  w a s  s u b je c te d  b y  tw o  o f  th e  G h o s t 
c h a m p io n s ,— b u t  w h ic h  o f  c o u rs e  w e re  n o  “ o u tra g e .” I  c o u ld  d e ta il tw o  o th e r  se a n c e s  o f  
M is s  C o o k ’s a t w h ic h  I  w a s  p re s e n t  so m e  m o n th s  a g o — b u t sa id  to  b e  v e ry  in fe r io r  o n e s  b y  
th e  fam ily . I  c o u ld  a llu d e  to  th e  m a n y  c o m p la in ts  o f  a n n o y a n c e  in f l ic te d  u p o n  m y  u n w illin g  
e a r  b y  M r. a n d  M rs . C o o k , to  w h o m  a n d  to  th e  c o lu m n s  o f  th e  Spiritualist I  am  in d e b te d  fo r  
all I  k n e w  to  th e  p re ju d ic e  o f  th e  “ G h o s t m a n ife s ta t io n .” I  c o u ld  s ta te  th a t  I  p e rp e tu a lly  
re p re s e n te d  to  M r. C o o k , in  a n s w e r  to  th e s e  c o m p la in ts , th a t  I  c o u ld  in  n o  w a y  su ffe r  
m y s e l f  to  ta k e  u p  a  p a r t is a n  p o s it io n  in  r e g a rd  to  S p ir itu a lism , w h ic h  I  w a s  e x a m in in g  a s  an  
in d e p e n d e n t, u n fe t te re d  in v e s tig a to r . I  c o u ld  a s se r t  w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  e ffe c tiv e  c o n tra d ic t io n  
th a t  n o t  o n ly  is  M r. L u x m o o re , w ith  all h is  e x p e rie n c e , ig n o ra n t  o f  “ G h o s tly  c o n d it io n s ” 
b u t  th e  “ G h o s t” i t s e l f  m is a p p re h e n d s  a n d  fa ls if ie s  i ts  a s su m e d  “ c o n d itio n s  o f
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m a n ife s ta t io n ,”— d o e s  n o t  k n o w  a  h a rm o n io u s  f ro m  an  in h a rm o n io u s  c irc le , a n d  d ra w s  
p o w e r  in d if fe re n tly  f ro m  th e  o n e  a s  w e ll as th e  o th e r. I  c o u ld  s h o w  th a t  M is s  C o o k , i f  n o t  a 
professional m e d iu m , is  n o n e  th e  le s s  a  paid o n e ,29 a n d  th a t  in  m y  o f fe r  to  th a t  y o u n g  lad y  
o f  a  p ie c e  o f  je w e lle ry  I  w a s  b u t  fo llo w in g  a  “ k in d ly ” fa s h io n  in d u lg e d  in  b y  m a n y  a n o th e r  
v is ito r , as  M r. C o o k  h a d  se v e ra l t im e s  p re v io u s ly  in fo rm e d  m e. I  c o u ld  say  so m e th in g  
a b o u t m y  in v i ta t io n  a s  a  s ta n d in g  p ro m is e  f o r  n in e  m o n th s ,— a p ro m is e  m o s t  r e lu c ta n t ly  
f u l f i l le d ;  a n d  I  c o u ld  s ta te  th a t  s u c h  in v i ta t io n  fo llo w e d , a t  la s t ,  q u ic k ly  u p o n  m y  
p r e s e n t— c a m e , b e  i t  u n d e rs to o d , d i re c t  f ro m  th e  G h o s t  i t s e l f  (a s  M r. C o o k  a ls o  
in fo rm e d  m e .) — a n d  w a s  p o l i te ly  u n e n c u m b e re d  b y  a n y  c o n d it io n s .  I  c o u ld  r e c o u n t  
c e r ta in  p u b l ic  s ta te m e n ts  o f  M r. L u x m o o r e ’s in  r e f e r e n c e  to  k n o t t in g  a n d  se a lin g , 
s h o w in g  th e  u n r e l ia b i l i ty  o f  s u c h  te s t s  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  d i s t r u s t  o r  s c e p t ic is m , o w in g  
to  th e  p e rv e r s e  a c t io n  o f  b a d  o r  o f fe n d e d  s p ir i ts  u n d e r  th o s e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ,— a lb e i t  
th e s e  s ta te m e n ts  d o  n o t  a p p e a r , in  th e  p r in te d  r e p o r t  o f  h is  sp e e c h .

I c o u ld  d e p ic t ,  w i th  s o m e  fo rc e , h o w  m a n y  o f  th e  f o re g o in g  c o n s id e r a t io n s  c a m e  
b a c k  u p o n  m e  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  p i t i fu l  s p e c ta c le  “ p u r p o r t in g ” to  b e  a  v e r i ta b le  
G h o s t  v is i ta t io n ,  a n d  h o w , n a tu ra l ly ,  s u c h  c o n s id e ra t io n s  m u s t  h a v e  a f f e c te d  th e  m in d  
a n d  c o n d u c t  o f  a n y  t ru th - s e e k in g  in v e s t ig a to r .

I  c o u ld  s ta te  h o w  f o r  f iv e  y e a r s  I  h a v e  b e e n  e x a m in in g  m a n y  p h a s e s  o f  th e  
p h e n o m e n a  a lle g e d  to  b e  sp ir itu a l, d a tin g  m y  f ir s t  p ra c tic a l a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  su b je c t 
f ro m  m y  a p p o in tm e n t to  th e  in v e s t ig a tin g  c o m m itte e  o f  th e  L o n d o n  D ia le c tic a l  S o c ie ty . I 
c o u ld  p ro v e  th a t  d u r in g  th e  w h o le  o f  th is  p e r io d  m y  c o n d u c t  to w a rd s  m e d iu m s  h a s  b e e n  o f  
th e  m o s t  c o n s id e ra te  c h a ra c te r , a n d  e n title s  m e  to  th e  u tm o s t  c o n fid e n c e  a n d  fa irn e s s ;— an d  
I  c o u ld  sh o w  th a t  a ll th is  w a s  w e ll k n o w n  to  m a n y  o f  th e  “ G h o s t” p a rty , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  
th e ir  p o lite  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  m e  an d  a tte m p t to  ig n o re  m y  id en tity .

S p e a k in g  f ro m  m e m o ry , I  th in k  I  c o u ld  sh o w  th a t  M r. L u x m o o re  h a s  n o t  d o n e  h is  
c a n d o u r  ju s t ic e  w h e n , in  re la tio n  to  th is  a lle g e d  “ o u tra g e ” h e  re fe rs  re a d e rs

“ T o  th e  se v e re  te s t  M is s  C o o k  h a s  su b m itte d  to , e v e n  to  b e in g  t ie d  d o w n  b y  th e  h a ir  o f  
h e r  h e a d , as  r e c o rd e d  in  th e  Spiritualist.”

H a d  h e  g iv e n  c h a p te r  a n d  v e rs e  fo r  th is  te s t , i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d , I  th in k , th a t  th e  
“ G h o s t” d id  n o t  w a lk  o n  th a t  o c c a s io n , b u t  o n ly  sh o w e d  its  fa c e  th ro u g h  an  a p e rtu re , in  th e  
c a b in e t,— a “ m a n ife s ta t io n ” o f  d e c id e d ly  in fe r io r  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  th e re fo re  n o t  to  b e  n a m e d  
in  th is  c o n n e c tio n .

A ll th is , a n d  m u c h  m o re  o f  s im ila r  p u rp o rt , c o u ld  I  s h o w  w e re  I  a n x io u s  to  ta k e  u p  a 
v in d ic tiv e  p o s itio n . T h is  h o w e v e r  is  n o  d e s ire  o f  m in e , a n d  th e re fo re  I  c o n fin e  m y s e l f  
s im p ly  to  th e  re b u tta l  o f  p u b lic  a tta c k s , w h ic h  h a v e  fo rc e d  m e  to  a  p u b lic  s ta te m e n t in  s e lf ­
d e fe n c e .

29 Miss Cook is known to have been secured from public mediumship through the intervention of a wealthy 
Spiritualist. [Psypioneer:— Charles Blackburn]
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Mr. Harrison, in anticipation of my present statement, says that I “can do her (Miss 
Cook) no more harm” than I have done already. It is far from my wish to do any one 
“harm” in relation to my investigation of the phenomena alleged to be spiritual. In my 
experience genuine mediums and genuine manifestations are not easily harmed in the long- 
run, and are amenable to a variety of tests,—tests checking and endorsing each other in 
many ways.

Had the “Ghost” of this seance been genuine it had everything to gain and nothing to 
lose by my impromptu test,— and under such testing would have given some more 
trenchant proofs of its spiritual origin than were forthcoming in its panic, or have since 
been asserted in its behalf. And let me add that if Spiritualism involves anything of worth, 
and if it really relies for acceptance upon the genuineness of its alleged phenomena, then 
“harm” will be done indeed, so long as the “true” cannot be dissociated from the “false.” 
Phenomena of any kind must first be put on a basis beyond suspicion before the theories, 
principles, or laws, they are supposed to illustrate can be so much as approached,— and to 
this end investigators have contributed, and will again contribute, by giving effect to their 
scepticism.

In conclusion I would advert to the four principal theories held by Spiritualists in regard 
to this “Ghost” : —

1st. “That the Ghost is a veritable spirit some 300 years old,— as, an entity, totally 
independent of the medium.”

2nd. “That the Ghost manifestation is merely a theatrical exhibition on the part of the 
medium.”

3rd. “That the Ghost is the ‘double’ of the medium,—whatever that may imply:”— 
(notwithstanding, I suppose, its claims to antiquity).

4th. “That the ‘manifestation’ under review is the medium in a trance state, controlled 
by one or more spirits, and who are powerful to get the unconscious medium out of her 
dress, tapes, and seals,—to invest her, for the time being, with white spirit-made drapery— 
and to redress, tape, and seal her after her retirement into the cabinet at the close of the 
seance.”

None of these theories originate with me, but I mention them in order to assert that they 
are one and all provable or disprovable by several tests other than those of knotting and 
sealing.

The fact that four such theories are concurrently held by Spiritualists, is proof that the 
alleged manifestation has not yet been subjected by the “Ghost’s” friends to conclusive and 
reliable tests,— otherwise such wide differences of opinion could not possibly prevail.

In reference to the 3rd and 4th theories in particular, I would remark that obviously they 
can only be held by admitting the agency of LYING IMPOSTOR SPIRITS, and if refuge is
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to  b e  so u g h t fo r  th e  “ G h o s t” in  th e  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  o f  th e s e  c o n je c tu re s  I  d o  n o t  see  h o w  its  
c a se  is  m en d e d .

“ A L A S ,  P O O R  G H O S T ! ”

W e  m u s t  b e  g ra te fu l to  Ja m e s  B u rn s  fo r  a llo w in g  W illia m  V o lc k m a n  to  te ll  h is  s id e  o f  th e  
s to ry — w h ic h  ro c k e d  th e  e a rly  S p ir itu a lis ts— in  h is  w e e k ly  jo u rn a l . I t  is  a  w o n d e r  w h y  
V o lc k m a n  is  s till th e  ‘a rc h  v i l la in ’ in  m o d e rn  l ite ra tu re ; as  m o re  se n sa tio n a l ‘Struggling 
Ghost s e iz u re s  w e re  to  ta k e  p la c e  f ro m  th e  m id  1 8 7 0 ’s o n w a rd s . I t  m a y  b e  th a t  
V o lc k m a n ’s r e s p o n s e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  re -p u b lis h e d  s ince .

THE GRASPING A SPIRIT 
QUESTION

In  th is  n u m b e r  M r. V o lc k m a n  c o n c lu d e s  h is  e v id e n c e  a n d  re m a rk s  th e re o n , a  le t te r  
a p p e a rs  f ro m  a  c o rre sp o n d e n t, a n d  w e  h o p e  w e  h a v e  d o n e  w ith  th e  m a tte r . O u r  p o s it io n  h as  
b e e n  e n tire ly  n e u tra l. A s  a  n e w s p a p e r  th e  M E D IU M  w a s  c a lle d  u p o n  to  in fo rm  its  re a d e rs  
o f  th e  fa c ts  re s p e c tin g  th a t  w h ic h  h a d  b e c o m e  a  p u b lic  e v e n t, m o re  p a r t ic u la r ly  a s  o n ly  o n e  
s id e  o f  th e  a f fa ir  h a d  b e e n  h e a rd . In  p e rm itt in g  th e  o th e r  s id e  to  sp e a k  w e  d o  n o t  ta k e  e ith e r  
s ide . W e  h a v e  a llo w e d  M r. V o lc k m a n  to  a p p e a r  in  h is  o w n  c o lo u rs  w ith o u t p ra is e  o r  b lam e . 
W e  fee l d isp o se d  to  t re a t  b o th  M is s  C o o k  a n d  M r. V o lc k m a n  a s  fa ir ly  a n d  im p a r tia l ly  as w e  
d id  b e fo re  th e  s e a n c e  in  q u e s tio n . T h a t m a lic io u s  o u tla w ry  o f  th o se  w h o  d iffe r  f ro m  u s , o r  
i t  m a y  b e  in ju re  u s , is  a  fo rm  o f  b a rb a r is m  u n w o r th y  o f  “ M y  K a lu lu ,” a n d  w e  h a v e  b e e n  th e  
v ic t im  o f  i t  so  o f te n  f ro m  p ro fe s s e d  S p ir itu a lis ts  th a t  w e  a re  h a p p y  in  b e in g  a b le  to  se t a 
b e tte r  e x a m p le . E v e n  in  th is  a f fa ir  w e  h a v e  b e e n  u n b lu sh in g ly  tra d u c e d  in  c e r ta in  q u a rte rs , 
a  v is i ta n t  f ro m  w h ic h  to ld  u s  th a t  w e  a llo w e d  M r. V o lc k m a n  to  b e  h e a rd  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  a 
p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t M is s  C o o k . A ll w h o  k n o w  u s  w ill t re a t  su c h  a  m is c h ie v o u s  s ta te m e n t w ith  
sco rn . A s  w e  h a v e  re p e a te d ly  s ta ted , w e  a re  as c o n f id e n t  o f  M is s  C o o k ’s m e d iu m s h ip  as  o f  
an y  o th e r  M E D I U M  in  e x is te n c e , as o u r  c o lu m n s  h a v e  re p e a te d ly  te s tif ie d . W e  h a v e  seen  
th e  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  “K a te y ” tw ic e  th ro u g h  M is s  C o o k ’s m e d iu m sh ip , o n c e  a t  M rs. 
H o lm e s ’s, w h e n  S e r je a n t C o x  w a s  p re se n t, a n d  o n ce , w ith  th e  sa m e  m e d iu m , a t  th e  
S p iritu a l In s ti tu tio n . W e  w e re  w e ll s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  re su lts . W e  a sk  th a t  a  s in g le  lin e  b e  
p o in te d  o u t in  th e  M E D IU M  to  in d ic a te  an y  p re ju d ic e  o n  o u r  p a r t  a g a in s t  M is s  C o o k ; an d  
th e re  a re  a  n u m b e r  o f  S p ir itu a lis ts  in  th e  c o u n try  w h o  h a v e  a p p lie d  to  u s  p r iv a te ly  as to  o u r  
o p in io n  o f  M is s  C o o k , a n d  th e y  m a y  p u b lis h  o u r  re p ly  i f  th e y  p lea se . I f  th e re  is  to  b e  
sc an d a l a n d  b a c k -b itin g  in  th is  m a tte r  le t  i t  g o  b a c k  o n  its  o r ig in a to rs .

W e  h a v e  re c e iv e d  tw o  le tte rs  c r i t ic is in g  M r. V o lc k m a n ., im p e a c h in g  h is  “ h o n o u r ,” an d  
m a k in g  o th e r  c o m m e n ts . W ith o u t  p re ju d g in g  th e  m a tte r  in  an y  w a y  i t  m a y  b e  o b s e rv e d  th a t  
th e re  is  a lso  a  d e m a n d  m a d e  u p o n  th e  “ h o n o u r” o f  th e  e x h ib ito rs , sp ir itu a l a n d  p h y s ic a l. I t
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is  n o t  a t  a ll a  se tt le d  q u e s tio n  w h e th e r  th e  o b je c t g ra s p e d  w e re  w h a t  i t  p u rp o r te d  to  b e . O u r 
ju d ic ia l  p le a d e rs  se em  to  h a v e  o v e rlo o k e d  th is , a n d  a rr iv e d  a t an  o p in io n  q u ite  in d e p e n d e n t 
o f  e v id e n c e . I f  th e  f ig u re  w e re  n o t  th e  v e r i ta b le  “ K a te y ” th e n  M r. V o lc k m a n  w a s  a b so lv e d  
f ro m  all e n g a g e m e n ts . C o u ld  w e  n o t  s u g g e s t a  h ig h e r  c o d e  o f  m o ra ls  fo r  th e  sp ir i t-c irc le  
th a n  th is  e x to r te d  d e c la ra t io n  o f  c o n d u c t  “ ’p o n  m y  h o n o u r .” I t  in d ic a te s  a n  u n w o r th y  
s u sp ic io n  to  d e m a n d  it, a n d  an  in to le ra b le  ju r is d ic t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  o n e  p e rs o n  o v e r  th e  
a c ts  a n d  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  a n o th e r . T h e re  is  a  h ig h e r  tr ib u n a l  th a n  th e  w o rd  o f  h o n o u r  o r  e v e n  
se n se  o f  h o n o u r  b e fo re  w h ic h  h u m a n  c o n d u c t  c a n n o t d o  o th e rw ise  th a n  le a d  to  th e  
e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  tru th  a n d  th e  re ig n  o f  r ig h t.

A s  w e  h a v e  b e fo re  re m a rk e d , i t  is  a  p ity  th a t  in te lle c t  in s te a d  o f  p a s s io n  d o e s  n o t  ru le  in  
su c h  in v e s tig a tio n s . W e  d o  n o t  fee l ju s t i f ie d  in  c e n su r in g  M is s  C o o k  in  th is  c a se — in d ee d , 
o u r  o b je c t  in  n o tic in g  i t  a t a ll is  n o t  u p o n  p e rso n a l g ro u n d s , b u t  to  d e fe n d  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  
in v e s t ig a tio n  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  tru th  d e p e n d s . T h e re  a re  m a n y  th in g s  in  
m e d iu m s h ip  th a t  a re  o b sc u re , a n d  th e y  n e v e r  c a n  b e  se ttle d , till  f re e  in v e s t ig a tio n  is  
p e rm itte d  u n m a r re d  b y  th e  d a rk  sh a d o w  o f  th e  “ g re a t  u n p a id .” T h e  p u b lic  m e d iu m s  w h o  
p u t  th e m s e lv e s  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e ir  v is i to rs  u n re s e rv e d ly  a re , w ith  a  f e w  e x c e p tio n s , 
w e ll tre a te d , a n d  th e re  is  n o  m is ta k e  a s  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o b ta in e d  in  th e ir  
p re se n c e .

T o  o u r  re a d e rs  w e  h a v e  a  w o rd  in  c o n c lu s io n . T h e  c a u se  c a n n o t b e  d a m a g e d  b y  th e  f re e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  a ll th a t  ta k e s  p la c e  in  c o n n e c tio n  th e re w ith . A  w h ite -w a s h e d  S p iritu a lism  
w o n ’t  w e a r . T h e  tru th  is  su ff ic ie n tly  s tro n g  to  w ith s ta n d  all a s sa ila n ts , a n d  c o n te s t  o n ly  
e m b o ld e n s  it. T h a t  th e  tru th  m ay  b e  re v e a le d  in  all i ts  a sp e c ts , a ll o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s  m u s t 
g iv e  w a y , e v e n  th e  p e c u n ia ry  in te re s ts  o f  th e  M E D IU M , i f  su c h  a  c o u rse  w e re  n e c e ssa ry .
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