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1. Mesmeric cure of a Lady who kad been twelve years in the
horizontal position with extreme suffering. By the Rev.
R. A. F. Baggzrrr, B.D., Senior Fellow of King’s College,
Cambndge.

Y Harvey's Cambridge training, however, or his Puduan teaching, or even his
own bright perception, would have failed to raise him te his pinnacle of fame,
had he wanted his amaszing perseverance : he was modest also, and loved trth
for her sake alone. His discoveries had to bear the test of fuefious opporition -
claiming erronscusly his bright example; mony o falve and vain discoverer is
ready to attribute each countsr-argument to envy—that hanger-on of virtue, and
to appeal to Harvey's parsention, as if it proved the truth of their pretensions.
Miseralle boasters . opposition does not prove the truth : the final tricmph only
shows where it exisis. Were it not so, the most ridiculous absurdities would,
merely becaise controverted, seem woost trve.  Let sot our order yield to
Jullacies which require sach vein arguments for their support: amd let wot
wesmeriafs, table-proplets, howceopathists, mountebanks, or any of their trihs
pollute the honoured name of Harvey by claiming bis examyple to favour their
Frosumption,  Truth is indestructible, and cannot be extinguished by oppression :
therefore Harvey trivemphed finally,”"—Harveian Oration delivered before the
Royal College of Physicians, Londea, July 1, 18534, by Dc. Alderson, late of
Hull, now of Londan, Medical Times, July 8; p. d6.%

Tur lady, who in the following pages is designated A, having
been cured by mesmerism, I wrote ta R, Guthrie, Esq., R.N,,
the medical gentleman who for many years had the chief
management of the case, requesting him to favour me with
his opinion respecting it, and a statement of the particulars.
He kindly obliged me with the following account.

“On Christmas-day, 1837, we anchored in Plymouth
Sound, in H.M.S. President, bearing the flag of the late
Admiral Ross, on our way to the Pacific; and a few days
after I was requested by that officer to visit who had

* We refer our readers to Dr. Elliotson's remarks vpoo this notable folly at
the end of the present article.—Zoisi.
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come Lhere a short time before, relatively to the propriety of
her proceeding to sea with us for the benefit of her health.
I found her much attenuated (though not nearly to the state
she was in when I saw her in 1852); very pale, and so weak
as to be unable to raise herself from the horizoutal posture,
or to sit up when placed in that position. She complained
of having constant headache, and while conversing she on a
sudden became insensible, the body 1igid, the hands and feet
extended, and there was slight nervous twitching of the mus-
cles of the face, On inquiry I found this to be of frequent
oceurrence aud of longer or shorter duration, ending in gene-
ral relaxation, and after making two or three deep crowing
inspirations she would express herself as again better, with
the view of relieving her auxious relatives. 1 am unahle to
inform you in what the treatment consisted at this time, ex-
cept that she was frequently cupped between the shoulders
and the nape of the neck, had her head shaved and bhstered,
and ultimately had an issue placed at the junction of the
frontal and parietal hones. As it was hoped that sea air in
aid of other means might prove beneficial to her, she was car-
riad on beard on the 4¢h of January, 1838, and we sailed for
our destinafion on the 8th of the same month. Whether
from the excitement of embarking on an element she had
seen for the first time, I know not, but the convulsive attacks
became very frequent, succeeded by excruciating headache,
delirium, and a high state of fever, so that it was deemed
necessary, notwithstanding her weak and attenuated state, to
use the lancet freely. Under this and other depletory means
lier complaints were subdued, and, though she continued for
a long time unahle to leave her bed or couch, she gradually
inproved, and by the time we had rounded Cape Horn and
made the coast of Chili {the passage from Plymouth having
occupied 88 days) she was able to walk upwards of an hour
without assistance. After getting into port she enjoyed both
pedestrian and equestrian excreise, but this favourable state
I regret to say was only of short duration, for she was seized
with all her former complaints in a most aggravated form,
added to which she had great intolerance of light, very acute
and painfu] hearing, and distressing irritability of stomach.
Altogether for several wesks she underwent an amount of
suffering I have never seen equalled, the half of which I
imagined would have carried off one of a most robust consti-
tution, So soon as she was able to bear the usual noise of
the ship we started for Peru, and she gradually improved;
hat it was wany months before she was able to sit up, and
nearly a year before she could walk. At the end of this time
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(May or June, 1839), we returned to Valparaiso, when the
Admiral and family disembarked and slowly gained
strength, suffering only occasional headache ; but she was able
to take long walks and rides and frequently to enjoy the
dances at the numercus parties given at the Admiral’s house,

“When I was absent from Valparaiso in the months of
July and August, 1841, she, after taking a long ramble on
the hills and getting heated, was suddenly aitacked in & wmost
aggravated way with all her former complaints, and after
suffering for sorae weeks she was for the first time seized with
spasms, which caused her the most exquisite torture, each last-
ing from one to two minutes and recurring very frequently,
but after eight or ten days gradually subsiding, and then only
appearing after certain intervals,

When she was taken on board in January, 1842, she
had no spasm for two months, but, though her cot was sus-
peunded from a pole and carried earefully on men’s shoulders,
ard though the distance to the boat was short, she had three
seizures and they recurred at intervals during the first ten
days, but the voyage she stood well. Again, bowever, in re-
moving lier from the ship at Portsmouth to lodgings o shore,
she suffercd severely, and at intervals for the first ten days;
but after reeruiting there for a mouth, an invalid earriage was
procured, and we proceeded per rail by London and Chelten-
ham into Worcestershire. She suffered dreadfully on the
Journcy which was accomplished in one day, but we were
aware that had we stopped on the road she would have been
unable to resume it for a considerable time, and been obliged
to live among strangers deprived of all necessary comforts,
and have had to undergo the same ordeal when she resumed
the journey. During the succeeding week while I remained
with her, her sufferings were intense from the frequency and
severity of the spasms; and the headache, delirium, and other
complaints which succeeded were severe and protracted.

“From this period (June 1842) to May 1849, I had uot
seen her, but I believe she was subjeet to spasms at intervals,
and these recurred often when under any kind of excitement,
as was most painfully evinced on the death of her parents,
and when she heard of that of her brother who had been with
us in the Pacific. She informed me that during all that time
she had been upable to allow herself to be raised from the
horizontal posture, as any attempt caused a return of pain
and spasm ; and I was much struck with the attenuated state
in which I found her, I visited her agnain in 1851 withont
observing any chaoge, hut she informed me that some of her
symptoms were improved, and that the spasms did not always
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recur at the former intervals: there was no improvement
hiowever as to position or strength, all atterapts to raise her
couch threatening or bringing hack those torturing spasms,

“Having had no spasm from Auguvst, 1851, to May,
1852, and being in other respects better, she begged me to
visit her to assist in anocther attempt to get her into a sitting
posture as a step in advance, We made three attempts for
minute each time, always producing great pain; and on the
last occasion it was nearly bringing on spasm. After this
she suffered much for a week, and 1 then lost all hope of any
amelioration until quite an advanced period of life, and I
thought it more than doubtful that her constitution could
50 long withstand the great shock it had already sustaioed
from her unparelleled and very protracted sufferings, and 1
was surc that any affliction or other exciting eanse would
produce a renewal of her complaints in all their severity, and
terminate fatally.

“In the foregoing very imperfect statement I have only
spoken of what I myself witnessed or ascertained from her-
self ; but T have no doubt she has informed you that she has
had the advice of many professional men of the first emi-
nence: and I believe all, at least all those with whom I have
come in contact, gave a very unfavourable prognosis as to her
recovery. You will conclude where so many were consulted
the remedies were equally numerous. Our want of success,
therefore, extending over so long a period, culy the more
redounds to your credit in effecting so happy, so complete,
aud so uonexpected a recovery.”

The patient’s own siaiement.

“In 1841, 1 caught a severe cold at Valparaiso : the fol-
lowing day T was seized with shivering fits and convulsions,
which for three weeks resisted ali the remedies given by Dr.
Addison, who duaring that time scarely left me for an hour.

#]1 then gradually recovered, and continued to improve
for a month, when I again became subject to convulsive fits
and spasms of frightful pain, which rendered me so prostrate
in brain that I could not bear the light. Onee during twenty-
four hours 1 had thirteen spasms more or less severe, tollowed
by prostration and delivium, and for months continued in a
darkened room, and subjeet to great agony. The frequency
of the attacks, their severity and danger, obliged my friends
to keep constant watch, day and night. 1 had three persous
in my room, one of whom, & medical man, administered all
that skill could dictate for my relief, but without effect.
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Nipe doctors, French, English, and American, attended me
durivg two mounths, and cach declared he had never witnessed
agony so great.

“When 2l] other remedies had been exbausted, my hrother
cupped me ou the back for nine days, three or four times
each day. By this treatment he succeeded in lessening the
number of spasms, wy senses returned, and I could bear a
little light and air in my room,

“1 was then removed in a cot to the ship, which was
ready to sail for Eogland. Duaring the voyage T partially
recovered, and the spasms, which at first kad been daily or
almost hourly, only oceuwrred once every month or five weeks.
T continued to improve till the ship auchored at Portsmouth,
when, apprehending no inconvenience from the removal to
a friend’s house, I was at my own request placed in the car-
ringe: but, though still in a reclining position, 1 felt great
pain, and spasms, the moment the carriage moved, and in-
tense spasms continued to oceur once or twice each four and
twenty hours for ten days, when their violence ahated, and 1
prepared for home. T was placed in an invalid carriage, and
bore the railroad journey to town very well; but as soon as
horses were put to the carriage, the spasms returned, and T
I continued screaming and half delirious uatil T arrived at
the other station, the movement invariably producing ago-
nizing pain.

“Intervals of spasm remained with me for two years,
during which time I was not left alone for a guarter of an
hour, as fits wonld come on even when I was feeling better,
and in good spirits.

“The deatl of my father increased my sufferiugs tenfold.
My brother himself, 2 medical man, never left me for weeks,
and expected my death each recurring spasm.  He consulted
the first medical men in London, and, being obliged to
attend to his professional duties, he placed me under the im-
mediate eare of M. , who lived near me. T continued
to suffer for some time, when not improving, and apxicus to
be with my mother, I determined to risk the removal, 2
distance of three miles. My brother was again summoned,
and, though he believed it might prove fatal, was obliged to
yield te my solicitation, and I was placed in a reclining
carviage, accompanied by my brother and another medieal
man; but as horses were put tn, and the carriage woved, I
felt pain, which fearfully increased. I became delirious, and
they could scarcely hold me down, although my brother sat
upon me, and the other Leld me down by force.

“Three wecks passed, during which time I had constant
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pain and spasms day and night, without ene moment’s con-
scipusness, 1 then once mere revived, only suffering at in-
tervals as before, but I could not be raised in the slightest
degree without hringing on excruciating spasm and a sense of
something falling internally. Eminent medical men were
consulted, and no good derived excepting the doubtful one
of their testimony—that my sufferings were of an uneomnion
and fearful nature, none having witneszed paroxysms of such
agony,

“ Mental affliction always produced attacks of extreme
pain aud consequent prostration: the death of my mother,
and years afterwards that of my brother, in turn reduced me
to ihe brink of the grave. For eleven years 1 had been
unable to bear any movement, or to be 1o other than a re-
clining position, two persons moving me from one couch to
another 1a the same room.

“In 1847, mwy sister urged me to try mesmerisn, but I
long resisted her wishes, when Dr. Wilson gratuitously came
to visit me in the hope of relieving my sufferings. He hap-
pened to witness one of my attacks, and administered a large
dose of chloroform, which was then wy only momentary
relief, and lefi me, being certain medical aid could not avail
me. Returning when the attack was over, he expressed his
belief (although not practising it himselt) that mesmerism
properly persevered in would cure me, and another able M.D,
had previously recommended it as likely to relicve me. 1
felt it a duty to yield. After several professed mesmerisers
bad in vain attempted to influence wme, a friend at length
succceded in putting me partially to sleep: he mesmerised
me occasionally for two months, but was unable to continue
the treatment, and I was falling into my old state of unmiti-
gated and almost constant pain and depression with sleepless
nights, loss of appetite, and such debiity that I was unable
to read, or even to pray for myself. When you first began
to mesmerise me 1 had for a fortnight past been in constant
pain, which in five minutes you removed. I wrote to my me-
dical friend, Mr. Guthric, who had constantly attended me,
and watched the treatment of all whom I had consulted. Al-
though he had no faith in mesmerism, yet he sanctioned my
recourse to it, saying, if from any cause I derived one mi.
nute’s refreshing sleep or freedowm from pain, it was a boon.
I have constantly written to him during the period you have
mesmerised me, snd he has from time to time begged me to
solicit your persevering in the treatment, and at length pro-
nounced you to have accomplished what no medical man
conld have done—banisked all scrious symptoms, and pro-
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duced others of perfect health, though he still doubted the
propriety of my attempting to be raised. I am now, through
your persevering, kind treatment, quite well, never feel pain,
and ean walk four miles with ease in the day.”

History of the mesmeric {reatment.

In Januvary, 1852, 1 was calling upor the lady above
referred to, when she happened to tell me that she had been
in considerable pain for a fortnight past; that the ouly thing
that relieved her was mesmerism ; but the friend who used
to mesmerise her was gone, and she had great difficulty in
finding persons who could affect her, and of those the wnflu-
ence was geuerally disagreeable. I offered to try, and after
I had mesmerised her for about five minutes the pain was
rclieved, and I continued to mesmerise her oceasionally for
about two months, generally about ten minutes or quarter
of an hour a day, but during part of this time T was myself
unwell, and for two or three wecks unable to go to her at all.

About the sixth or seventh day she surprised me by say-
ing, “Ah! T would not have let you send me to sleep if 1
could have helped it Her eyes were shut, but she wes
talking so rationally that I could scarcely believe she was
asleep: at which she was somewhat offended. Frovo this
period she always went into mesmeric sleep after she had
been mesmerised for about tea minutes; and in that state
continued singing and talking uatil 1 awoke her, which was
usually in abont a quarter of au hour. At the end of two
months all ber symptoms were better ; she slept more soundly,
her appetite was improved, and she was almost entirely free
from pain.

Before I mesmerised her, she had oceasionally evinced a
power of seeing into the eauses of illness; her sister there-
fore suggested that she should endeavcur to lock into my
brain and discover the cause of a facial paralysis under which
I had been sometime labouring. She put her hands to my
head, and, sfter mesmerising it, with some diffienlty dis-
covered a dark spot on the side of the brain opposite to the
paralysis ; described the size of it; the mark indicating its
former extent; said that the flesh on the paralyzed side ap-
peared much whiter than that on the other side of the face ;
that the nerves were destitute of their proper fluid; and sowe
other symptoms, which of course cannot be verified. I would
merely state that in proportion as she has seen the symptoms
decrease, I have recovered.

I nsually mesmerised her by simple downward passes; in
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about ten minuies she used to feel great pain in the bridge of
the nose, and directed me to place 1y thumbs there ; when
she invariably began to sing, which was usually the first
indieation I had of her being asleep. This, as I afterwards
learnt, was caused by the other parts of my band resting
over the organs of Time and Tune.

I lefs her in March, and returned in October, 1853, after
an absence of about six months,

She had experienced the good effects of the mesmerism
for some time, but was then gradually falling back inte her
former state; growing weaker, suffering much pain, and ap-
prebending a return of spasms.

From about the middle of October, 1852, to November 19,
I mesmerised her at first once, latterly twice, a day, keeping
her asleep rather more than an hour each time. Under the
mesmerisim her health and strength improved steadily. After
some time she told me that medical men had thought that
certain ligaments were broken, but she could see plainly they
were not broken, only elongated, and oue of them sore as if
it had been partially torn; that she should quite recover if
properly mesmerised, but it would take a long time, probably
six. months; that cue of the ligaments was more elongated
than the other, and that was the reason why her spasms were
so unusually painful,

During a great part of the time she has heen asleep she
has mesmerised me for facial paralysis, and bas always de-
clared that she should eventually cure me.

Nov. 9, 1852, morning, A. fclt well, and had been mes-
merising her servant for the head-ache, which she had re-
moved. 'The head-nche however had returned, awd I offered
to make some passes myself. I mesmerised the gir]l for about
ten minutes—she professed to feel no pain and 1 soon left her
apparently asleep, and then proceeded to mesmerise A. She
had, while 1 was making passes over the servant, seeu the
light playing from my fingers, and was already partially af-
fected ; when her eyes were shut, perhaps half-mesmerised,
sbe had seen this light more plainly. She felt very uneasy,
sick and trembling, and thought it was because I had touched
the girl. 1 washed my hands in cold water and the passes
ceased to have a disagreeable effect,

In about threequarters of an hour I awoke A., and then
proceeded to demesmerise the servant ; but 1 first made a few
passes, &c., to quiet her, as she was crying aud hysterical.
The head was easy but she still felt weak and hysterical, and
I then rcturned to A. whom I had left thoroughly awake, but,
in consequence of the passes 1 had again made over hev
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servant, she was half-mesmerised, and felt the same uneasy
symptoms as before. I washed my hands and then mesmer-
ised her, when the unpleasant effect ceased. 1 tried one pass
with my hands wet: she said it demesmerised her.

Nov. 9, evening. I kept ber asleep an hour and a guarter,
Thie girl whom I bad wesmerised for head-ache was well. A,
said she had quite lost a swelling on her wrist which she had
had for threce years, and which was no better when I began
to mesmerise her three weeks ago.

Nov. 12, morning. A. felt well: was quickly mesmerised
and began to sing. T told her I was trying to write down
her case.

A. * You should say—In 1852 1 beeame acquainted with
a lady who for 11 years had not been able to be raised from
her couch, &c., &c. On my retarn I found her suffering
more than usual from symptoms which generally preceded
severe attacks; hut accompanied by a good deal of fever
which for two or three weeks had rendered her nights sleep-
less, and caused days of langour and depression of spirits.
She was also under treatment for a rash on her chest aud
stomach. Their name was legion when I commenced mes-
merising her. In two days they had quite disappeared. Her
appetite was good, and her sleep calm and refreshing ; T con-
tinuted mesmerising her one week, during which she had a
return of severe pain and every symptom of veturn of agon-
izing spasm, when I redoubled my exertions, and gave her
an additional hour every morning, &c.; when physical strength
wus indisputably given to her, and symptoms which were
withlield from me made their appearance by which she was
able to gratify me by the assurance that T had benefitted lier
not oanly by temporary relief, but by giving hopes of per-
manent good. Now that’s an end of it. T think great stress
ought to be laid npon waking so fresh after (my nights) sleep
—to invalids that must be of consequence. Iu the morning
your mesmerism is so much heavier.” Tn answer to some
questions I put to her she said, “If you went on breathing
on me, I should perhaps sleep for a month, and might wake
up an idiot; just before I go to sleep the feeling is exquisite,
quite like Elysium.”

Nov. 18th, morning. As soon as A. was mesmerised she
began to sing; I touched Language, when sbe began to talk
Spanish ; sanl she was feeling more in want of mesmerism;
she saw her sister near London, described tle room, persons
in it, &c., &ec.; said she saw the procession of the Duoke’s
funeral which she described : presently she saw a man falling
(from a window or some height), which so horrified her that
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I was obliged to take away the sight. On the same even-
ing some persons who returned from the funeral told us
that a man had been killed by a fall,

Nov, 18th, eveniog. I kept her asleep about two hours,
part of the time she mesmerised me; saw a small spray of
some nerves in my face alive, which before was dead, and
drew a picture of it.

When I left her, about Nov. 20, 1852, she said that the
effects of the mesmerism would last some little time, but that
on the Saturday fortnight she should have 2 spasm at 10 p.m.,
that it would wot be a bad spasm, she should be in bed all
the Bunday and able to get up on the Menday ; that she had
hetter not be told of it beforehand that there might be no reom
for fancy. This attack cawe on exactly as she had predicted.

From December 19 to January 4, I believe I geuerally
mesmerised her, regularly keeping her asleep from oue to two
hours a day. Oun one osceasion she had on an alpaca dress ;
she said that the mesmerism did not affect the body through
the alpaca dress, and she directed me to take hold of her
hands that T might meswmerise ber body through them, and
to make passes over the head, which she said was comfortable
but not equally so as when the body was mesmerised, and
that she must vot wear the alpaca dress again. She always
declared that the mesmerism did not pass through silk or
alpaca, and whenever she had on any sik dress, she merely
obtained the mesmerism which fourd its way into the body
through the hands, throat, or those parts which were not
covered with silk.

In every instanee I found phrenc-mesmerism answered ;
she however did not like me to touch Locality as the first
effect was to make her very dark, and then she said she came
down wherever it roight happen to be and could not help
sceing whatever was taking place, whether the sight were
horrid or not. On one occasion she said, “ I do not kuow
how it is, but ali my jdeas seem a chaos until you place your
thumbs between my eyes and that seems to give them form."
It then oceurred to me for the first time that my thumbs
were always placed over the organ of Form. When awake
she knew nothing about phrenology and had no faith in it.

Dec. 31st. A friend being present who wished to witness
some of the phenomena, T mesmerised her with my hands
over Time and Tune, she commenced singing vigorously ; 1
placed them on Veneration, the song was changed into an
anthem, T then placed my fingers on Locality.

A. “0Oh! T wish Y could have one of those beautiful
flowers. ™
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I, “Where ?? -

A, “In the garden at Valparaisc.”

I. “How do you know they are there ¥

A, “1 can see them.”

I. “How can you see in the dark, What time is it
there #”

A, “1It is full worning #”

1. * How can you see there ?"

A. *1 am there, my spirit hovers over, I could drop
anything into that cactus; I can see they have stripped the
grapes off, there ought to he nearly a ton of them.”

I. “You are here on the sofa talking to me.”

A. “DMy tongue talks to you, my spirit is hovering over
Valparaiso.”

I, “How is it you can see me when your spirit is at
Valparaiso 7

A, “ How is it that the stars ave in the firmament ? The
spirits which hover over me don’t move, but they can convey
their messages, My spirit hovers above and I can see you or
the garden at Valparaiso.”

1. “Don’t you think that my touching Locality makes you
imagine.”

A. “No. 1am there; if it were imagination why should
I teli you that they had stripped the grapes off? I should
have expected to see them on: or that they had changed the
stables into a pigstye 7

Aunother time she said, “The things you see when mes-
merised are not imagination; I know what imagination is.
The objects are guite palpable; I see them quite as plain as
when I am awake.”

On another occasion I touched Locality, she requested
me not to do so. When I had taken away the effect she said,
“ You placed me at 8t. Lorenzo then, it 1s where they brought
the first potatoe from; it is up to the knees in dust there,
but it makes me feel so dark until I awm there.” T touched
Gustativeness, she said, /It is a great pity that when
has a party she does not send to Worcester for ice, it is so
good at such a shop. Do you like figs, I have some.”

At her request I eat one, and demesmerised Gustative-
ness ; she said, *“ I am not qgunite sure that I like figs, don’t
eat any more,”

From January 4 to March 13, 1853, 1 mesmerised her
zenerally ooce, oftener twice during the day, keeping hber
asleep ou the average rather more than an hour each time,
and sending her into heavy coma for a few minutes or longer;
during this time, her health steadily improved, her strength
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increased ; the mesmerism cnabled her to sleep well at night,
which she had not dome for years. When I first began to
mesmerise hier the effect was often in some respeets unpleasant
and made her tremble, feel sick, faint, and uncomfortable. I
had gradually discovered that all these effects were owing to
cross-mesmerism, and that, if 1 carefully excluded the light,
allowed 20 one in the room escept those who did not cross-
mesmerise her, and earefully avoided touching any onc before
I came to her, no unpleasant effect ensued, and she derived
much more benefit from the sleep.  As T took these precau-
tions she gradually became much more seusitive; and if a
person came close to the outside of the room she was in; if
after washing my hands I was obliged to shake hands with
any acquaiutance I met; if T had brought any new bank
notes with me iu my pocket, she was certain to be unwell
and cross-mesmerised, But, if all such causes were carefully
avoided, she alwnys said that the pleasure of being mesmer-
ised was exquisite, beyond description, and one hour of mes-
meric sleep rested and refreshed ber more than a whole night
of natural sleep. I had discovered that by breathing on the
body or keeping my hands upon her, the common mesmerie
sleep might be deepened into a heavy coma in which she ap-
pearcd to be guite insensible, and could vot hear me. In
this stage 1 could allow any porson to see her whom she could
not ctherwise have borne in the room, and any operation
might have been performed with case. If she were at all
tived from any over cxertion iu the vsual stage, she would ask
me to send her into the coms, or as she called it put her to
slecp, and it always seemed to rest and strengthen her; al-
though on one or two oceasions when I kept her in it nearly
half an hour she complained of its making her heavy. During
this time her power of seeing herself and other persons
seemed to increase; she could accurately describe the symp-
toms of any one on whom she could bear to lay her hand,
which was the means she usually employed to see things by ;
and declared she could see the smallest nerve or vessel in the
body, and how everything acted. In maore than one case
where medical men have been completely at fault, she has
given most accurate diagnosis, as has been proved by the
result. On these occasions she always spoke with the greatest
coufidence, said she could see plainly, and eould not possibly
be mistaken.

Before March 29, 1853, she told me at various times she
was cured of her original disease, and that if she were allowed
to remain in her present position she should lLiave no more
attacks of spasm; but that shc could not be raiscd from her
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recombent position, because in consequence of some former
inflammation an toternal adhesion had taken place; that as
soon as she were raised the adhering parts would pull, cause
acute pain, and the attempt to raise her would prove fatal if
persisted in: that over the adhering parts there was a branch
of nerves then looking dead, like 2 piece of {wisted lasso;
bat that it stil} vetained the power of life, and mesmerism
would gradually soften and restore it to activity, and that it
would then of itself tear asunder the adhering parts: that
this process would take a fortnight, during which time she
should be subject to paroxysms of pain as bad as lier original
spasms, and that, if she were not properly mesmerised, she
should sink under it, but that if she were mesmerised she
should recover, and after the parts had been torn asunder
should be able to be raised, and gradovally recover. She said
that while she was suffering from the paroxysms of pain 1
should not be able to put her to sleep, yet that I could hefore
they came on, or as soon as they were over; but that there
was no way for her to escape the pain, because during mes-
merie sleep the parts were all so tranguil that the separation
could not go on, and that if she were put to sleep just before
the attack commenced the pain would come on as soon as she
awoke, and the shock of waking out of the mesmeric sleep
into acute pain would be very bad: that she must not take
chloroform, as it would be worse than cross-mesmerism, 1
tried the effect of putting her into mesmeric sleep and de-
mesmerising part of the body, but I found that she could
feel pain in that part of the body which was demesmerised.

Jan, 22nd. She said that if she had not been mesmerised
she should then be very ill: that there was a great deal to
do before the dormant nerve was brought to life; that the
blood-vessels were still very weak ; that the mesmerism helped
the blood-vessels by giving health to the nerves round about.

Jan. 23rd. She had caught a stiff neck from sleeping
with the window open. When mesmerised she said that the
cells of the muscles looked steffed up. T kept her asleep an
hour; when she awoke, the neeck was cored.

Jaun. 24th. I found her unwcll, When mesmerised she
asked me to put her {o sleep {coma], that she might not see
herself,

I. #* What can you see ™’

A. “There seems a struggle between mesmerism and ill-
ness; what would have been pain pulls up all the nerves.”

1. “That is quite uniatelligible.”

A. “Well, now, Il tell you better : the resistance which
the mesmerism offers to an immense weight prevents the
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nerve from being pulled out. Dear me, I hope I am not
going to have face-ache, I can see my jaw inflamed.”

I mesmerised it. When 1 went in the evening she had
had bad face-ache, which continued at intervals for a few
days, but was always relieved by mesmwerism,

Feb. 7th. When asleep she said, *“1 can see in me some
small veins active which 1 have never seen active before: the
blood runs freely through them: it is near the sore place.
There is & place locks hard, as though I counld pall something
off from it if I could put my nail under. When I am regu-
larly mesmerised I have great difficulty in keeping my caustic
issue open.

Feb. 9th. A piece of hair had been sent to see if the
owner could mesmerise a personr who was with hexr. She
said the hair was like a dead thing, and she could tell no-
thing by it. T then gave her a piece of mine. On applying
it to the patient, she said it eurdled the patient’s own mes-
merism. A piece of the patient’s own hair was theu applied.
She said that it looked as if there were the same contest
going on between the two mesmerisms which there was at
first.

Feb. 12t She said that she should be i1l on Tuesday
(15th) ; that it would be a spasm except for the mesmerism.

Feb. 15th, morping. She had felt ijl, had a bad night,
and no brgakfast. When aslecp there were some spasmodie
motions inside the stomach, which T quieted by putting my
hand there. She said it would be a spasm except for the
mesmerism. It wanted to pull the ligawents, but they wounld
not be pulled : they were not stretched. When she awoke
she felt better.

16th, evening. When asleep she said that the mesmerism
had done her an immense denl of good. She looked better.
The ligaments were not at all elongated. Several things still
were not healthy, The parts which would become healthy
next were some very small vessels (not nerves) which ran
round the base of the ligaments. She added, * When my
stoinach shook this morning there was a small vessel which
had wno loophole, and it had to break itself; and it did, and
the blood flowed out.”

I. " Was that right ¥

A. “Yes; I am as well as I ecan be”

Feb. 17th, morning. She felt ill. When asleep she said
she should have had a fit except for the mesmerism : she saw
something stopped.

17th, evening, When ske was mesmerised I asked her
what she had seen in herself in the morning. She said,
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“ 1 saw something shut up guite close, and it appeared as
if it would not allow the blood to leave the heart for about a
guarter of a miunte: it made me feel very sick. 1 helicve it
to be the same thing which caused my fits. You have cured
the cause of the spasms I used to bave. Wheo youn went
away (December, 1852) it was not eured, but it is now. Youn
could not put me on my fest now ; it would bring back spasm,
All that now is required to be done is to strengthen that
nerve.

Feb. 21st. She was strongly cross-mesmerised as spon as
I began, which I could only attribute to some new notes and
maouey I had in my pocket. I washed my hands, put away
some of the silver, and kept her some time in coma. When
she became sensible she said,

“T have received a great deal of mesmerism, and can see
nyself very plainly: I can see what I caught cold in. 1
have not done what they think is the matter with me; that
is not why I caonot sit up, for T have recovered from that,
and yet should have spasm if they attempted to raise me,
I should like to try to show—one spasm wonld not hurt
much. Before I get well T shall have a great deal of pain.”

‘dIn the evening when asleep she told me the same, and
sard, -
“1 see when I get better and the nerve begins to move
I shall have a great deal of pain: I could not get well with-
out feeling pain (Feb. 22). People say mesmerism has not a
sanative power, but I see it has; for it will do for me what
they would want to do with a kaife if they could get at me.”

Feb. 23vd, Could see hersell plaiuly: said, * All appears
healthy except that nerve; that lies dead like a piece of lasso:
when that hegins to work, all will be excited round sbout it,
and it will begin to pull. I did not believe Mr, ——, but I
do now: he said, if A man cut his throat badly, he might
live while the vein was cut, but not when it healed ; I see,
becanse when it healed it would stop up the apertuve.”

Feb. 24th, She said, “ When I get well—in about five
weeks—1I shall have acute pain at intervals for about a fort-
night: T must have it, or 1 shall not get well. When the
tirse approaches, I shall be able to tell you more clearly whea
it will come, and how long it will last.”

L. “How can you tell? do you reason ?*’

A, “No; T don’t reason: because when I am awake, if
T were told the facts I could not draw the inferences from
them: something tells me I know, but T can’t say how, 1
suppose it is a kind of instinet, or infuition.”

*In the evening she said, ¢ The pain will be so had that
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I shall be delirions part of the time; I shall be obliged to
seream out ; but I cannot get well without having the pain.”

March 13th. Upon being questioned she said, 1 am not
getting Better now because 1 am getting neaver to the time
when I shall have that pain. I shail probahly begin soon to
have pains. To-morrow, after hemg moved I shall bave puin
in the back and down to the legs.”

From March 18th to March 29th I generally mesmerised
her twice 2 day. During this time she appeared to be grow-
ing worse, and had several attacks of pain., When asleep
she usnally foretold when these attacks would come, and ex-
plained the cause of them. Whenever I found her suffering,
she was always asleep, and quite easy after a few mesmeric
passes.

Miareh 15th, She said she should have pein after eight
¢’clack, which would continue all night unless she were mes-
merised, 1 went at nine o’clock and found her in pain: 1
kept her asleep three quarters of an hour. She sid that the
pain would not return, and she should have a good night:
the pain she was suffering {rom was caused by the part which
was cured sympathizing with the part which was formerly
dead and now cowing to life”

March 20th. A, said, “T shail have pain to-morrow: it
will be very slight for some hours, and then severe. If you
mesmerise me 1o the morning, it will not come on acutely
until 4pm. If T am wnot mesmerised, it will destray my
night’s rest; if I am mesmerised in the evening, the paia
will cease, and [ shall have a good night.”

March 21st. “1 mesmerised her in the morning. She
told me the same as the preceding day. I went in the even-
ing at a guarter before six. The pain had come at four
o’clock, had been very intense, and was then slightly better.
I kept her asleep an hour and a half, one hour in coma.
She said the pain would not return the next day, and she
should have a good night. " If T am mesmerised regularly
the bad pain will come on Monday at nine o’clock p.m. ; it
will increase, and at 11 o’clock I shall be prostrated and ex-
hausted from it. Until ther you will not be able te put me
io sleep. The pair now is caused by the nerve having
swelled,” &c.

March 24th, eveming. She said, “T shall have pain to-
morrow between three and four p.m.; the wmesmerism will
take it away. The next day I shall have very bad pain as
soon as I am moved. T am getting out of order altogether
now ; my kiver looks bad, not the right colour. I shall have
bad pain in it to-night.”” I mesmerised it for some minutes
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recording to her directions. She said it was much better,
and she should scarcely have any paie in it

March 25th. 1 went at four o’clock, and found her in
great pain, which had come on about a guarter of an hour
before. The mesmerism took it away. I went again in the
evening. When asleep she said she should have very bad
pain as soon as she was moved, and it was settled that she
should not be moved until I came.

March 26th. I went at 11 am., At 10 o'clock she had
felt so well that she had insisted upon being moved.  Acute
pain came on directly, and when I arrived she was scarcely
able to speak. When asleep she said she should have pain
again at halfipast theee.

I weant again at twenty miuutes past three. She had no
pain, but soon began to feel uneasy, and 1 put her to sleep.
Whilst in coma she had a kind of fit. On various other
occasions she had fits whilst in coma; they appeared to be
causcd by the mesmerism collecting in oue place, and were
quieted by making passes down to the fest. She said, ¢
shall have pain to-morrow if not mesmerised before siz in the
evening, bat it won’t be had.” This I prevented by mesmer-
ising her.

Mareh 29th, She told me that if I did not want the bad
pain to come on, I must not mesmerise her any morc: that
she might safely be left for a week or so, and should only
have a hittle Iancinating pain, and lose a day or two,

I went away, and recomwenced mesmerising ber on
April 9th. She was asleep 1n ften passes, but could not see
herself very plainly. 1 mesmerised her again in the evening,
when she told me that it would require two or three days
before the bad pain would come. DBeing uncertain whether
I could give her the time unecessary, I again omitted the
mesmerism for three days. I recommenced on April 13th—
two hours.

April 14th. When asleep she said, “If you mesmerise
me well twice to-morrow and ouce on Saturday, the bad pain
will ecome on about two hours after Saturday’s mesmerising,.
I settled to bring it on Saturday in the day-time.”

April 15th. I kept her asleep two hours, When in coma
she had a bad fit, but on coming to her senses knew nething
abont it.  She said, “If you do nuot wish me to have the bad
pain to-morrow, you must not mesmerise me again to-day,
I shall have some pain. T look very bad inside. If you mes-
merise me again to-day I shall have the bad pain socon after
I am mesmerised to-morrow. If you do not mesmerise me
until Sunday, and then twice on Monday, 1 shall have it after

YOL, XIT, K
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being mesmerised on Tuesday; at least I will tell yon how to
bring it on in the day time on Tuesday.”

Sunday 17th. I mesmerised her ouce.

April 18th. Three times in the morning she said she
should have some pain at four pm. I went at five minntes
past four, and found ker in acute pain, which had just come
on. When asleep ske deseribed the appearance of the nerves
inside, and said she should be in & good deal of pain if she
were awale,

April 18th, morning. When in coma she had a fit ; when
she came out of it, and her arms were demesmerised (which
she always made me do, otherwise she could not move them),
Ler hand was still contracted, as in the fit. She directed me
to mesmerise it, and then demesmertse it ; when it opened.

She said, “The attack of pain will come on about four
pm.  You had better be here part of the time I am ill, as,
although you will not he able to put me to slcep until the
attack is over, you will be preparing me to receive the mes-
merism. [t is of no use your being bere during the whole
of the attack ; whatever time you can spare you had bletter
give me afterwards, when I shall want as much wesmerism
as you can give me. If you come at quarter past five you
will begin to mesmerise me at quarter to six, and I shall be
mesmerised at six.”  She then gave sundry directions about
what we were to do. I awoke her, and returned at quarter
past five p.m, T heard her screams before I got to the room.
She wns m bed writhing, screaming, and dashing herself
about. So she continued, sometimes easier, sometimes deli-
rious, until quarter before six. 1 mesmerised ber all the tine.
At quarter before six she appeared almost free from pain; at
six o’clock she was asleep. I kept her in coma ong hour. Her
sister said that just hefore four o'clock she complained of
thirst, and very soon after of pain, and she was put into bed ;
in about ten minutes after that they could not have moved
her. The pain increased, occasionally intermitting, until I
came : durtng part of the time she had been delirious, When
she came out of coma she said that she was disappointed ; the
place had not torn yet, but only pulled. She thought she
should have six or seven more attacks; that 1 had soothed
ber when I came; if I had been there all the time the pain
would have been less but longer. The vessels at the bottom
of the stomach were gorged with blood almost te borsting,
The brain looked pressed down, as she supposed an idiot’s
would be; should have some Lead-ache when awake. I re-
lieved the head by passes and manipulations, She seid she
was afraid of the gorged vessels: if she strained or cried they
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would burst, 1 tried to empty them by passes, &e., &e¢.; in
about ten minutes she said they had disgorged their blood,
bat would still look black. I contipued nntil she said I could
do no more good. She said she should not sleep much;
should feel very weak when she awoke, with slight headache;
should be betier after she was mesmerised to-morrow ; thought
the next attack would come on to-morrow at about eight or
nine o’clock p.m.; the piecc would then rip; the pain would
be sharper and last about an hour.—1 had kept her asleep
rather more than two hours and a half, of which more than
one was coma.

April 20th, morning. I kept her asleep an hour and three
quarters. She said the next spasm would come on at eight
p.m. and last an hour, and be more acute: the place wounld
rip. The danger cansisted in the probability of the blood
vessely of the stomach rupturing. She did not think that
they would, but they might: she directed us what to do to
prevent it, and also what remedies we were fo usc in case
they did. She said she should bave six attacks more and a
b}ilt. She could only sec Friday night, and expected the third
then.

April 20th, cvening. T went at a few minutes past eight,
and heard her screams as soon as 1 entered the house. The
attack had only commenced a few minutes ; it appeared more
acute than the first. 1 mesmerised her all the time; by
about ten minutes to six she was delirious, and scon after
that T put her to sleep. 1 kept her in coma half an hour,
When sensible she said that the vessels looked very bad;
under her directions I accumulated the mesmerism aver them
for half an hour, and then made occasional passes until they
were disgorged.  She said, “ You soothed me by the mes-
meriem. I got a great deal of it, and it prevented my body
from being ill with the pain. If you had not been here at
all the vessels would bave burst, and I should be derd, The
place has ripped a Little. The next attack will be on Friday
evening ; it will be as acute as this, but pot so long. On
Monday next T shall have two in the day. On Friday the
first part of the nerve will be up; the rest of the nerve is not
sufficiently alive to rip it up; it has tried to rip up in the
middle, but could not. If I were now left without any more
mesmerism the thing would not rip up of itself. When 1
am in delirium I feel the pain, but do not recollect it when 1
am awake; now I recollect what I said in deliviup.” She
has repeatedly told me that in her mesmeric state she conld
recollect everything that passed in delirium years ago; that
persons should be careful how they treat delirious persons,

w2
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for that in delirium weknow what passes around us, and feel
pain as acutely as when we are in our ordinary state; but
that the pain does not shock the system as much, and that
the conscivusness that exists in delirivm is forgotien after-
wards, just as that of the mesmerie trauce is.

April 21st. I kept her asleep an honr and a guarter in
the morping, and the same in the evening. She said her
throat looked parched and feverish ; at her request I ate some
black eurraut prste, which she said moistened it, Said she
should kave an attack ou the morrow at about eight p.m.,
and had better not be roved all day.

April 22nd, morning. She felt pain over the stomach; I
said T would ask ber about it when asleep. I kept her asleep
an hour and three guarters; during the time 1 ate somethiug
for her. She suid, “ Before you ate my stomach was con-
tracted, and had a gueer looking sort of wmoisture in it; now
the stomach is its full size, and does not look shrunk, and
part of the moisture is gone.”

I. “But you could not get nourishment s0.”

A, “Yes; I could get all my system wants.”

On another oceasion she teld me that my eating for her
did not give her any blood, but gave her the nevvous strength,
and raised the stomach when it had collapsed from emptiness,

A. “The next attack will come at five minates past eight;
tt will last more than half an hour. The latter end of it I
shall he delirious, but you will not be able to pnt me into
sound sleep then; the deliium will be from weakness, T
gught to be mesmerised for two hours afterwards; it does oot
matter being kept in coema. The left leg looks paralyzed;
the place that is so irritated has stopped the nervous fiuid
from passing into the leg, and diverted the blood from going
in, If I had been awake T should have had no sensation or
power of motion there”” 1 mesmerised it for about ten
mioutes, when she said the nerves had become roused, and
the free cirenlation of blood follawed.

April 22nd, evening. I went at five minutes past eight:
the attack had just commenced, I mesmerised her all the
time; in about thirty-five minutes she was delirious; in about
forty minutes she was asleep. The attack had been very
severe ; oceasionally she had been gasping for breath, and not
able even to screnm. 1kept her in coma sorae little time;
when she became sensible she said thet the pain was worse
when she could not seream ; she thought it might have been
fatal if I had not been there. The mesmerism gave a pleasant
sensation through the system, although it did not ease the
pain.
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A. “The attack after the two will be very bad; as bad
as this. If I am mesmerised on Sunday I shall have two
attacks on Monday ; the second will be the worse.” At her
request I dvank some tea for her and ate some toast, which
she relished quite as much as if she had taken it herself. 1
kept her asleep two hours and a half; about half an hour of
it in coma. She told me all inflaimmation was gouve, apd I
reight go in safety.

April 23rd, morning. She felt weak, hut not that empty
feeling she had suffered from previously. When mesmerised
she said, “If 1 had not been mesmeriscd I should have had
inflaramation from pain to pain: we have many nerves thinner
than spiders webs, many more than are marked in the ana-
tomical books, T see them in me and in you also, the thinnest
texture that you can think of but they ave the same; the nervous
fluid goes into them, I caun see it quite plainly, the fluid does
not appear as if it would wet your finger if you put it on.”

On all occasions when I questioned her on such points
she invariably said, that the nerves were hollow tubes with
their own proper fluid passing down them; this fluid she
deseribed in appearance rs 2 thin gas; that if medical men
cannot discern any aperture in the nerves after death, it must
be that they close up; in the living subject she sometimes
saw nerves closed, bat always in disease, such as paralysis,
neuralgia, faceache, lameness. The size of the aperture in
thie nerves was to the aperture in the veins in the proportion
of a hollow bit of elder to a quill, but the vein would expand,
the verve would not.

April 23rd, evening. I kept ber mesmerised two hours
and s half and ate my dinner, which she relished as much as
if she had been awake and eaten it herself,

April 24th. Bhe had had a pretty good night, and felt
stronger ; had taken some coffee and one or iwo mouthfuls of
cake, T kept her asleep two hours aod three guarters, and
bhad some tea aud toast for her. When asleep she said that
she must be mesmerised for ten minutes on Monday morning
as she should have two attacks duriag the day : the first would
come at 2 p.m., and would not last Lhalf an hour; that T was
not to come uutil it was uvearly over as she would require to
be mesmerised for two hours after it to strengthen her for
the second attack which would come at 7 p.m., and be severe
and lust nearly three quaters of an hour. In about half an
hour she should be delirious.

April 25th, T went at twenty minutes past two and found
her in great pain, screawiog and writhing, Whilst the attack
lasted, it seemed much the same as the preceding ones: by
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half.past 2 she was asleep. I kept her in coma = quarter of
an hour, when she awoke she said,

A. “If a doctor could see me now he would say there
was no hope.”

I. “Why

A. “Because there is so much infammation.”

In about three quarters of an hour I had reduced the in-
flammation by accumulating the mesmerism over the inflamed
parts and then making passes according to her directions.
In answer to my questions, she said, *The inflammation is
gone, but I stiil look very black. The attack in the evening
will come on at seven o'clock, be very bad and last half an
hour. Between this and Friday 1 see something, I don't
thick it will be pain, T think 1t will be great sickuness; on
Friday when I am gasping for breath, if I attempt to raise
myself up you must not let me, as it would be fatal. The
danger on Friday will be from exhaustion, as I have eaten
nothing and made no bloed, T see that some of the tubes
wlhich nourish the bulbs of my hair have stopped. In a
fortnight I should be grey or my hair would fall off if this
weare to last.”

I went again a little before seven, and staid in a room
below; at seven o'clock T heard her sereams and went up. The
attnck had just commenced, at a guarter before seven she
had felt a burping pain which had made a cold perspiration
stand on ber hand. The attack was so bad, that for some
time she swas unable to seream, and was gasping for breath .
at half-past seven she was delirious, and in a few minutes
afterwards aslecp. I kept her in coma abont ten minates,
when she awoke she told me that there was a gveat deal of
inflammation and directed me how to subdue it.

A, “Now I see the mesmerism has lighted up the hones
in my leg: because the nerves would unot take it, it has gone
down the bones. The greater part of the merve has toen, the
other part will begin to tear on Friday, I shall have bad
retching on Thursday evening and part of Friday.”

April 26th. She felt weak, and could not move the leg. 1
kept her mesmerised two hours, ocensionally putting her info
coma, and mesmerising the paralysed leg and side. In about
an hour and a half she said that most of the auscles were
relaxed : in two hours she said that the nerves of the side
were beginning to take the mesmerism, but it would be more
than an hour before the leg would be right. I demesmerised
her and returned at a quarter past four; I put her to sleep
and ate dinner for her, which she declared did her much
good; I kept her asleep for an hour and a half, occasionally
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putting her into coma and mesmerising the side and leg. After
an hour and a quarter she said, * Now the mesmerism goes
iuto the nerves; if I awoke I could move my leg.” When I
demesmerised her the paralysis had gone., In the evening I
kept her asleep one hour and took tea for her,

April 27th, Wednesday morning. 1 kept her aslecp an
hour and a half, She told me that the next attack would
eome on Friday at 9 p.m., and would last half an hour until
she was delirious. In reply to my guestions she said, “The
danger will be when I begin to pick the bed-clothes: then
you must put your hand on my heart, not press it, but keep
it warm and prevent my rising or moving my shoulder up,
and moisten my lips with ginger wine: be careful not to have
the cloth too wot so as to let a drop zoin. I was once equally
il at , my brother put a mustard ponltice over me and
then the heart began to beat: the mesmerism will do more,
and act more quickly, When that is over and I begin to
scream, a little wine will do me good. T am sure I shall get
through the attack, because I see other pains beyond. If T
could not see other pains beyond, I should tell you that you
might call in other people, and that I was not sure.” I de-
mesmerised her and came back in three quarters of an hour;
she felt weak. T put her to sleep; she said her stomach had
shrunk. 1 ate dinner, whep she said her stomach had gat
up agein, and she felt much stronger. She said the stomach
had not shrunk after the first time until to day, and that was
because she had been moved to have the bed made. 1 kept
her asleep nearly two hours.

April 27th, evening. I kept her asleep two hours. She
said she had swallowed a small bit of barbary which irritated
the stomach, and wonld bring on retching at night after bheing
moved, I mesmerised the stomach. This brought some juice
over the barbary, but did not remove it. I had tea for her.

April 28th, The retching hiad come on the preceding night
as she had predicted. I kept her asleep two hours, znd had
dinner for her : she told me that T had better come at 6 p.m,
and 9 pm.  She should have very bad retching. If she were
kept mesmerised until Friday evening the retching wounld
come during the bad attack, which would be worse. On
Priday the danger wonld last about a minute; she should not
feel then, and be past crying; it would be after the attack
had lasted about a guarter of an hour; afterwards her eyes
would squint; at the end the brain would sink; that I must
take carc not to let her move her shoulders up, as iu that
cpse she should die.  SBhe felt certain she should get over it.

April 28th. T went again at six p.m. She had had very
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bad retching. 1 kept her asleep two hours, and had tea for
her. She said the barbary was gone: she should have two
attucks of retching before I came at nine; and again in the
morning, but it would not come on again after the morning’s
mesmerism,

Nine o’clock. I kept her asleep one hour; she said the
stomach looked worse than when I left her in the moraiug.
I subdued the irritation by passes and breathing, &e. She
said she should have retching in the morniog at times, until
mesmerised.

Friday, April 26th. The retching continued so had from
sevenr a.m. until half-past twelve, that they sent for me. [
found her retching, with pain in the chest and a taste of
blood. She had had a good deal of ice. I put her to sleep.
Bhe szid that one of the small vessels at the bottom of the
throat was eracked, that it would not matter; she saw nflam-
mation about the chest, stomach, and elsewheve : after about
an lLour she said, *“If I were awake I should be sick now:
the tube is trying to meake the stomach sick,” T kept her
asleep three hours, during which time T had some gruel for
her.  Blie said that the inflammation was reduced, that she
should have no more sickness, but that the left leg would be
again paralysed after the attack at night, but that I should
take it away on the following day.

I went again in the evening and kept her asleep an hour
and a quarter, during which time T had tea for her, She said
that the attack would come at nine o’clock, with a burning
feeling first; that two-thirds of the ncrve would rip up. I
went again a little before mine, but did not let her know 1
was in the house, The attack commenced at nine and was,
if possible, still more severe than the preceding ones, She
had complained of a burning pain before it came on. After T
had been with her about a guarter of an hour, she was gasp-
ing for breath, unable to scream, and the arms were stiff and
stretched out convulsively. This lasted a short time; the only
difference then was that the stiffened fingers begau to pick
convulsively at the bed clothes. Her sister who was moisten-
ing her lips told me that the tongue was swollen and protrud-
ing, and the eyes starting from the sockets. I followed the
directiovs she had given me and in about a minute she was
able to breathe and scream again. In about half an hour
she was delirous and I put her to sleep. After I bad mes-
merised her two hours and a half according to her directions,
she said the inflammation caused by the attack was reduced,
apd I awoke her.  Her left leg was paralysed.

April 30th, T kept her asleep two hours and a quarter in
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.lie morning, one hour in the evening, cating for her as usual.
The paralysis was removed by the mesmerism as before.

She had two more attacks after this, in most points like
the preceding ones, except that the last, which she had called
a bit of au attack, lasted only a quarter of an hour. The
exact times when the attacks would commence, their duration
and main symptoms she predicted as befure, and was invari-
ably correct. Before the last one she said that if, when the
attack had lasted ten or twelve minutes, she asked me to
raise her I might do so with safety, as she should bave an
instinetive feeling that the parts had torn asuuder, and the
obstacle to her sitting up was removed, The attack while it
lasted was as severe as the preceding ones. After about ten or
twelve minutes she writhed herself up into an arch supported
as it seemed to me only by her head and heels, she soon fell
back and sprung up in = sitting position, (the first time for
twelve years,) she suppoarted herself by me for a short time,
and then fell back, became delirious and was sooun put to
sleep. 'When asleep she said that the place had torn and she
might be raised with safety. I continued to mesmerise her
regularly until May 27th, generally twice a day, keeping her
asleep three or fonr hours eacl day, and having my dicaer
and tea by hev side when she was in mesmerie sleep, After
& few days I began to put her up into a sitting position for a
very short time each day. At fivst it was accompanied by
various bad effects in consequence hoth of the weak state she
was in, and of having beeu so lung in one position; after
each atternpt I put lier into mesmcrie sleep, and she then
told me, if any mischief was done, how it was to be remedied,
and what precantions were to be taken. When I left ber,
May 27th, she said if she were not mesmerised again she
shonld gradually but very slowly recover; she was able to be
carried out and laid on a sofa In the garden, but was still
very much emuciated, both by the sufferings she had gone
through, and the abstinence. A week previous to the attack
her appetite fell off, for eight days she tasted solid food only,
viz., oneé or two mouthfuls of cake once; for thirteen days
after that she tasted nothing 'solid, only 4 little coffee in the
morning and half a cup of tea at evening, and some ice
during the time she was subject to the retching Not only
when asleep but when awake also, she seemed to derive real
benefit from my eating by her side when she was in mesmeric
sleep, and when she awoke could always tell by her own feel-
ing whether I had eaten or not. In sleep she said it gave
her uo blood, hut gave her all the nervous strength she would
have devived from really eating.
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I went away May 28, aud returved in July.

From July 12 to August 16 inclusive, I generaily mes-
merised her twice a day, keeping her asleep between one aud
two hours each time. She had felt weak for some days: she
could not see herself clearly the first time because she had
not wuch mesmerism in her. In the evening she could see
herself, and said, “* When I am first put up I shall have a
stinging pain in the stomach ; it will not matter—it won't be
inflammation, bul when I am awake I shall be afraid of it.
When T first wall 2 sort of cord will appear to pull my leg ;
I must disregard that: it will be caused by museles acting
which have been so long dormant. I shall be sure to walk,”

She sat ap each day for shout a minute at a time, and as
soon as she felt any bad effect, I put her to sleep to sec what
it was caused by: usually the blood had flowed too quickly
to some particular vein where she had suffered before.

Jualy 22nd. She sat up six minutes without bad effect.

July 23zd, T pot her on her feet in her waking state.
She said she never should be able to walk : she could not
straighten her legs; it scemed as if a cord pulled ber. 1
put her on her feet twice. When she was mesmerised she
said it had tried her a good deal, bot she shonld be able to
walk, I put her on her feet each day. On Augnst 3 she
walked into another room with support; and when I Joft her
on August 16 she was able to walk nearly two hundred yavds
with my support: not so long with any one else, as she said
that my holding her gave her a partial mesmerism,

During this time we discovered that, if before she was
put to sleep hersclf she mesmerised a person in another roow,
she ecould when asleep see that persom, and describe the
state of his nerves, organs, fe., which was very convenient,
as she was thereby enabled to give diagnoses in cases of
illpess in which she could not bave borne the patient in the
szme room; in fact at least nine persons out of tem cross-
wesmerised her. When she thus saw a patient, it was his
internal not his external form she saw; and the vision
seemed rather microscopic. She would examine one organ
at a time, and nothing seemed too minute for her to per-
ceive: but that the perception was real we often had proof
independently of the diagnosis she gave; as in some cases
mesmerism was recommended, and she was requested to tell
how the mesmerism acted, and which out of several mes-
merisers would suit the patient. On these occasions she
would tell exactly how the passes were being made in the
room below, with other accidental circumstances. One thing
she always maintained, that in serious cases it was of the



Had extotic delirium : is perfectly cured, 239

utmost consequence what mesmeriser was employed. Some-
times when several have been tried, she has declared that one
would soothe and cure, that all the others would do harm;
or that the nervous fluid which they sent forth elouded that
of the patient. When I asked Ler how she saw, she said she
could not explain it; I should not understand her: it ap-
peared to her as if the whole of what was inside her shell
saw the object.

About this time she exhibited a third stage of mesmerism.
On several occasions when T had kept her a long time in
coma she would utter a slight moan, upon which I used to
let her come out of the coma into the ordinary state of som-
pambulism, But I found that, if T continued to keep her in
coma after the moaning, sbe would pass into an ecstatic
state, in which she would shout out and try to rise up te
some visions she saw above. In this state I could only col-
lect what she saw from what she said; for she did not hear
me: and when she passed back into the usual mesmeric
state she kpew nothing about it; she said it was as great a
mystery to her as the commen mesmeric state was to her
when awake. She appeared however to be brighter after
being put into this stage, and to derive real good from it.

1 went away aud returned Dec, 28th. During this time
she lad grown stronger, could walk with support about two
hundred yards in the course of the day, but complained of
pain in the baeck, and had felt slight numbness in the arm.
She waus as usual mesmerised in three or four passes, but at
first could not see herself. The third tirme she began to see,
and said she bad strained the back by sifting up, and should
have had paralysis if she had goue on.

I mesmerised her for more than four months, sometimes
twice, usually once a day, keeping her asleep between one
and two hours on the average each time. All bad symptoms
and local debility gradualy diseppearcd. Before four months
were over she was quite well, and able to walk more than 2
mile in the course of the day.

During this time her power of sceing persons in the mes-
meric state increased, and she still retained her power of pre-
vision in her own case.

January 31st, 1854. She had been unwell in the day.
When asleep she could see what had made her ill : she said
there was inflammation in a valve of the heart, which had
contracted it, aud the blood would not pass through: that
she should be il in the morning, and nof able to rise early
about one o’clock she should tumble down ; she could not tell
the exact time, as if she walked about it would bring it on
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earlier, but she thought it wonld not be before one o’clock :
that she must be watched and not allowed to walk out: that
it would kill a strong man, but not her: the mesmerism
would not step it, as there was no nerve to carry tbe mes-
merism down to the valve, but it would do her good after-
wards, I acquainted her sister with what she had said, and
on the following day went at about forty minntes past one p.m.
I found her lying on the sofa, and was told that she had been
ill all the morning; soon after one, she rose to shut the
door, and fell down; her sister, who was watching her, was
only just in time to prevent her from biurting herself against
the fender. The mesmerism speedily relieved her.

Twa or three times when she has been asleep T have re-
quested her to see what was the effect of a magneto-electrie
machine upon myself and others, She used to say that it
was quite a gross thing compared with mesmerism: that it
did not enter the nerves, but merely acted upon the muscles:
that it would stimulate them, and give them blood if they
required it. 'When applied to the liver, she was surprised at
its meandering abount the liver, and not passing from point
to point instantly as she expected.

I have frequently tried the effect of cansing her to pass
from coma Into the higher state of mesmerism, to which I
alluded befure: it gradually became more defined, and I
found that if no serious symptoms came oun, she awoke out
of it into the common stage refreshed and brighter. Asin
the higher stage she gave no sigo of hearing me, and when
she came back into common sleep knew nothing of what had
passed, I could only collect by what she said that she be-
licved she was hearing beautiful music, seeing visions, and
talking with one or two aungels who seemed to attcud her,
After a little time she would attempt to rise up to what she
saw, but I found that by hreathing on the sofa behind 1
could draw her back and prevent her rising. Sowetimes,
however, when ju this stage she would see a person who was
considered dying, and about whorm she was intevested; in
which case the symptoms were rather alarming, and she used
to pasy off into another state, with the arms perfectly rigid,
the breathing apparently stopped; from whicl I had some
difficulty in rousing her, and when aroused she wouold say
she locked ill, and request to be put to sleep [7. ¢, into coma].
Fortunately she had beforc this begun occasionally to pass
into this rigid state, and had told me how to rouse her from
it, which was to desmesmerise her strongly and then put her
into coma. She said that wher she was in that rigid state
her spirit could not come back. At first she affirmed that it
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did not matter keepiog her in it a long time, provided T did
not go away and unsed the proper means fo rouse her—the
feeling was esceedingly delightful ; but latterly after it had
come ou in consequence of something disturbing ber during
the higher stage of mesmerism, she said, **I don’t think it
would do keeping me too long in that stage,”

I, *“ Whyt

A, T think perbaps my spirit would not come back.”

I, *Do you mean you should die ?”

A, “You could not call it death : it is so very pleasant.”

I. “But you would have to be buried 77

A, *“Yes; I should have to be buried.”

As she had frequently seen the spleen diseased in patients,
and did not know its nse, she requested me to allow her to
watch mive, which she did for nearly two hours, after a meal.
‘What she told me was as follows :—

“The position of the splecn indicates that it is of great
consequence. I see the blood is purer when it comes out
from the spleen than when it goes into it : the blood in pass-
ing througl the spleen changes its character. The spleen
mingles a secretion of its own making with the blood. The
use of the organ is not to receive the overplus of the blood
from the heart, but to chaunge the character of the blood.
The kidnies and the glands receive secretions from the bleod,
but this gives a secretion of its own which seems to chauge
the character of the blood, Whenever 1 see persons with
their blosd leavy and loaded, they always have bad spleens :
the blood cannot be good without the secretion which the
spleen affords it.”

In answer to some guestions I put to her she said, * The
secrefion appears to mix with all except the red part of the
hlood, as eream wmixes with tea, and softens and corrects it.
Tbhe secretion is not an acid ; it corrects acid : 1 don’t exactly
know what an alkali is, but if the bloud were too acid the
secretion would mingle with the acid and neutralize it.  All
the blood in the heart passes through the spleen; I should
think a lLocket full in a hittle time; but it does not all go
through directly, as if you poured it from one vessel into
another, but it all goes through before it comes hack to the
heart. I could not tell what proportion the splesn gives to
the blond, unless I saw other specimens; perhaps more or
less according to the characier of the blood. It seems odd
to me when awake that thought should act upon the glands,
hut now it seems natural, because I see how the nerves press
upon the glands, If the spleen acts during the might as
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actively as it is acting vow, I should think it would give a
gallon full in the twenty-four hours: I can’t see where it
gets the gallon full from—it appears to make it ; perhaps I
may find out by watching it more, but I am tired now.”

In conclusion 1 may add, that the cure effected hy the
mesmerism seems permanent : the lady is now well, and has
been travelling about.

E. A, F. Barzerr, B.I},
Senior Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge.
August 11, 1854,

NOTE BY DR, ELLIOTSON T0 THE MOTTO.

It is lamentable for the public to learn that the Pellow of
the Londou College of Physicians, a graduate of the Uni-
sity of Cambridge, who delivered the Iarveian Oration so
late as the middle of 1854, displayed either wilful and utter
ignorance of & body of thoroughly established medical iruths,
or unbounded effrontery in deaying what he knew to be true.

‘Whichever be the case, the public is not unlikely to con-
sider that, as he must be conscious of the wrelchedly imper-
Sect state of medicine and the duty of neglecting no meuns of
improving it, be displayed a cold-blooded disregard of the
sufferings of his fellow-creatures, which, arising whether from
the agonizing nature of sargical measures ov from the ravages
of unremedied disease, mesmerism has the power of so won-
derfully preventing, assuaging, and curing, withount the
slightest danger or even annoyance, nay, even with the most
comfortable feelings—wbat cannot be said of chloroform,
blisters, sinapisms, issues, sefons, emetics, purgatives, nar-
cotics, mercury, and the host of nauseous drugs,

The public is likely to be amazed not only at a London
physician of the present day acting in this way, but at his
conceiving that the College could be in such a state as to
listen without disgust to such an outpouring. The publie
presumes that the College of Physicians consists of ohserving
and rveflecting ruen, who know that facts in science or in art
rust be determined by observation and trial; and sees that
Dr, Alderson’s dare declamation, without any argument upon
the subject, is unworthy of a moment’s regard, and in the
case of chemistry, astronomy, or any other science or art,
would be estimated as idle wind.

The public not oaly must see this, but wust feel asto-
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nished that, in a society supposed to consist of gentlemen,
coarse langunage should be ventured upon, instead of a courte-
ous expression of difference of opinion. Formerly discussions
were carried on with abuse : but in modern days such a want
of decsucy is not met with ameng scholars or scientific men.
Why those Fellows of the College and other gentlemen who
are known to be conversant with the truths of mesmerism,
and who have announced their belief modestiy, though firmly,
and given their reasons, should be treated differently from
the investigators of all other sclences, it is hard to guess,
But Dr. Aldersor without any ceremony forgets himself so
unfortunately as to call us, who certainly are 1u no respect,
intellectual, moral or social, his inferiors,  false and vain
discoverers,” “ miserable buasters,”  mountebanks?’* Thisis
calculated to give the public a very poor opinion of the intel-
ligence and manners of the College of Physicians, The
Bishop of Ozford, who was present and is equally convinced
from experiment of the truth of mesmerism with myself, must
have smiled at Dr. Alderson’s display: so must Dr. Billing,
Dr, Mayo, Dr. Watson, and other Fellows of the College,
and Mr. Green, formerly President of the College of Sur-

* Iuo alectore delivered before the College, and queted and commented upon
by myself at some length in e Zoisf, No, XXXIX,, Dr, Alderson callad mes-
weriam the * monsler delusion of the cenfury ! said it wae an ¥ sdsurdity,”
Mauth prelenvions actually superhumon ' that we declared it could “ couse the
spivit to shuffe off ife mortal coil, end endue a erealure with a sor! of omnipre-
senica and omnipolence,” and that the world " may search in vain for one single
well-zitested practical hengfif from the inventors of this system.” Tolerably cool !
but unreproved by the College in—1852,

In the Harveian Oration af 1850, and gquoted rad commented upon by myself
in The Zoivd, No. XXX1., Dr. Johe Arthur Wilson said, “ If thiz or thai dute,
earl, wenalor, knight, who trust their swives or duwghiers to these indeeend nies-
merie vr obslelrie women—af mesmerie bivhups, of arvck-ntesmeric areh-bishops,—
aifew mie for this one day, while £ am amimg my brother doctors, o hold my
tongue out of sheer disgust, out of modesty, out ¢f MY REVERENCE FOR BRELI-
Gion." * Gel ont of the way you wmoedern patrons, you homeopathists, you
hydrapathists, you visionaries, you ivis”

In a lecture previously delivered by Lim before the Coilege of Physicians
{see Zoist, No, XXIII.) he had ™ pidiculed mesmerism as an impestore some-
tizues shewn in drawing-rooms to fashionable downgers with not balf the sense of
laandry-maids, and talked about by HRosiernsian parsons and semi-delirious
butlers,”

Io the Harvejan Oration of 1848 (see Zeis?, No. XXIIL), Dr. Francis
Hawkins said, * Do not quacks bunt out the vices or infirmities of mankiad to
turn them to profit, rome selecting ome and some another for their purposs ?
Ameoog quacks, the impostors, called mesmerists, are in my opinion the especial
favourites of those, both male and female, in whom the pexual prssions burn
strongly, either in secret or notoriously. Decency forbids me fo be more ex-
plicit.”” *From these and similar arfifices, the physician should be carefully
removed and guarded: and this can hardly be accomplished except by 4 sound
education, which will teach him to thoroughly abhor all decedt and frick.”




241 Harvey's castigulion of his opponenis.

geons, who are no less convineed than the Bishop of Oxford,
though they do not work much for the cause. )

“ Harvey was modest also, and loved truth—not for his
own preferment, but for her sake alone, Iis discoveries had
to bear the test of factious opposition.” We too are *“ modest,”
aware that the dizegveries are not our own: we too are
“amazingly persevering,” but we are intrepid in the cause of
nature’s truths,—of traths most important: and “not for
otr own preferment,” Dr. Alderson well knows, © buf for ker
suke alone  and we laugh to scorn all our uninformed and
unscrupulous and self-sufficient ““facfious” opponents. In
my Harveian Oration delivered in June, 1846, in obedience
to the will of the founder of the oration, I introduced mes-
merism in these respectful words :—

“Let us never allow authority, conceit, habit, or the fear of
vidicule, to make us indifferent, much less to make us hostile, to
truth: and thus, being single-hearted lovers of truth, and prizing
it nbove everything else, we shall all love one another. Let us al-
ways have before our eyes this memorable pussage in Harvey’s
works,” &e., &c.

‘«“Bome are clamorous with groundless and fictitions assertions
on the authority of their teachers, plausible suppositions, or empty
quibbles: and some rail with a torvent of expressions which are dis-
creditable to them, often spiteful, insolent, and abusive, by which
they only display their own emptiness, absurdity, bad habits, and
want of argument (which results from sense) and show themselves
mud with sophistries opposed to resson. * How difficult it is to
teach those who have no experience or knowledge derived from the
scuses, and how unfit to learn irue science are the unprepared and
inexperienced, is shown io the opinions of the blind concerning
colours aud of the deaf coneerning sounds.”

* Never was it more necessary than at the preseot momeut to
bear all these things in mind. A hedy of facts is presented to us
not only wonderful in physiology and pathology, bat of the very
highest importance in the preveution of suffering under the hands
of the surgeon and in the cure of disease. The chief phenomena
are indisputable ; authors of ali periods record them, and we all
curselves witness thew, some rarely, some every day. The point
to be determined is whether they may be produced artificially and sub-
jected to our control: and it can be determined by experience only.
The loss of common feeling,—anwmsthesia, is but a form of palsy,
and in it wounds give no pain. If this condition can be induced
temporarily by art, we of necessity enable persons to undergo sur-
gical operations without suffering. Whether the artificial production
of those phenomena, or the performance of the processes which so
often induce them, will mitigate or cure disease, can likewise he
determined by experience cnly. It is the imperative, the solemn,
daty of the profession, anxiously and dispassionately to determine
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these points by experiment, each mar for himself, T have done so
for ten years, and fearlessly declare that the phenomens, the preven-
tion of pain under surgical operations, the preduction of repose and
comfort in disease, and the cure of many diseases, even after the
failure of all ordinary means, are true. In the name, therefore, of
the love of truth, in the name of the dignity of our profession, in
the name of the good of all mankind, I implore you carafully ta
investigate this important subject.”

As T have not yet seen Dr. Alderson’s Oration in print
and was not present at its delivery, never having attended a
College meeting sinece the vulgar insults of Dr, F. Hawkins
in his Oration, that were equally unrebuked with those sub-
scquently uttered in the Oration of Dr. J. A, Wilson, I am
obliged to content myself with a report of it. The report is
unquestionably accurate, because it is given in both the
Luncet and the Medical Times, with the greater part of the
words guoted by me so nearly identical and remarkable that
no two persons could have given such a pair of translations,
even if the matter translated had nof heen unfamiliar Latin
anil merely spoken. They are by the sawe hand ; and, di-
rectly or indirectly, there can be no guestion that Dr,
Aldersen sent an English version of his Liatin to each of these
two journals, with a few trifling variations to conceal their
source,

“ Hurvey's Cambridge lroining, however, or his Paduan
teaching, or even his awn bright perception, would have fuiled
{g raise him lo his pinnacle of fame, bad he wanted his amazing
perseverance : he was modest, also, and loved truth for her
sake alone, His discoveries had fo bear the lest of factivus
opposifion : claiming erroneously his bright example, many
o false and vain discoverer is ready fo aflribule cach counler-
argument {v envy—that hanger-on of virtue, and to appeal to
Harvey’s persecution, ag if it proved the truth of their pre-
tensions. Miserable boasters ! appositivn does not prove the
truth o the final trivinph only shows where it exists, Were it
not so, the most ridiculous absurdities would, merely hecause
controverted, seem most true. Let not vur orDERY yield
to fallacies which require such vain arguments for their sup-
port : and let not mesmerisls, fable-prophets, homeopathists,
mouniebanks, or any of the tribe, pollute the honoured name
of Harvey by claiming his example to favour their presump-
tion, Truth is indestructible, and cabpot be extinguished
by oppression : therefore Harvey triumphed finally.”—Medical
Times, July B, 1854 ; p. 16,

* The lale Lord Grey aver again !
YOL, Xii. S
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“ Harvey’s Cambridge lraining, or kis Paduan studies, or
his own bright perception, would have failed lo raise him lo
his pinnacle of fame, but for kis amazing perseverance. Loving
truth and seeking her most ardently, yet Ais discoveries had
lo bear the lesi of fuclious opposition. Many a false dis.
coverer has since presumed to claim him as their prototype,
and atfribute every counler-urgument o envy—the hanger-on
of virfue. Miserable boasters! opposition is no evidence of
fruth.  Mesmerists ! table-prophets ! homoopathisls ! moun-
tebanks ! Harvey's persecution cannot change your fallacies
to facts. The final triumph only shows where truth exists.”—
Lancet, July 8, 1854 ; p. 17,

Dr. Alderson reminds us,  miserable boasters I that “ep-
position does not prove the truth; the final trivmph only shows
where i ewists :” that “many a false and vain discoverer,” be-
cause “ Harvey’s discoveries had to bear the test of factious op-
pasition,”  claiming erroneously his bright example, is ready to
altribute each counter-argument o envy,” “as if persecution
proved the tridh of their prefensions.”” No: we argue not thus,
Dr. Alderson entirely misrepresents us, We say that the
most general opposition does not disprove a discovery : that
asserted facts are not the less likely to be facts because they
are at first opposed and denied: and we refer among a host
of medical examples* to the example of the long and virulent
opposition to Harvey, We are not absurd, as Dr. Alderson
absurdly supposes. The argument which he uses against us
was urged hy the Aldersons, John Arthur Wilsons, Francis
Hawkinses, Wakleys, Bushnans, Spencer Wellses, John
Forbeses, and every sine nomine bustler of the day against
Harvey :—that opposition aund persecution did not prove the
truth of his pretensions. Nor, while opposition and perse-
cution went on, could Harvey point to fingl friumph as a
proof of their truth,

Happily for mankind, our fina} triumph is near at hand,
and very few more Harveian orators will venture to cut the
same figure as Dr. Alderson, or even to make a disrespectful
allusion to mesmerism : but our opponents will remain trans-
fized in The Zoist for the amusement of beholders through
all generations.t

* Bee my Harvelan Oration, p. 67 of the English version,

+ In my Harociun Orafion, when spezking of Caios, I said that he * em-
ployed his great influence with Mnary to advance Goaville Hall to a College,
enlarging this with a new square, snd endowing it darivg his Jifetime, and when
old and likely to love money, with estates for the muintenance of three fellows
aed twenty scholars.”

Wishing to refer to my Oration, and having but one copy, which a friend had
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1I. Mesmer’s Grove at Meersburg in Suabia. By the Rev,
C. Kecan Pavy, of Efon College.

# At Florence, under Demetrins Chalcondylas, an Athenjan, he (Linacre) learnt
ireek, whick was then not tovght at Oxford, where it is now 50 prized and was
infroduced ageingt the fevcest opposition, THE FAacTioNs oF GREERS AND
TROIANS COMING FREQUENTLY TO BLOWSE. Oh his retura from Ttaly to Oxford,
he perpetrated the ionovation of teaching Greek before & professorship of that
language was founded by Oardinal Wolsey; and, after the spirits of those,
whose manners the ingenuons srts had failed to soften and preserve from asperity,
were grown cosl, and Greek was taught ss o matter of course, an equally furiows
opporition wes made by & parly of the Grecians to the infroduction of a more
correct propuncigtion of their language—the Roman Calholics fiphting for the old

asked me fo lend Wim, and not knowing where another copy wan to be found
except in the library of the College of Physicians, elthough I bad printed 8
thousand, 1 borrowed this copy from the College, and found thet some person had
weitten, not valiantly but anonymously, in pensit, the folowiog remark uwpon that
pessage, in the Latin version—

“ Error ! Hally and Colicgey al Combridge have always been on e perfect
eguality.’

Ta this I reply, that 1 never spare peins te be accurate either in quoting,
obseeving, or experimenting : T absolutely fag. T cooeeived that I bad good
authority for saying thet the Hall was advanced to o College ; T did not say ad-
venced in power or suthority, but advanced——the sxpression found by me in my
antbors and implying perbaps io size and revenue only. 1If any bslls were united
inte one, this was called a college: and it was aurely an advsnce when sfter two
bhundred years Gonville Hall was enlarged and enriched by Caius, and the title
of College given to it by the Queen’s permission,

Speed writing abput 1627, phout seventy years aftor Caive's foundation, says
of Gonville He#l, ** Caius, newly repeiring it, obtsined leave of King Philip and
Queen Mary to be n founder, and named it Gonville end Calus College.”

The witty Dr. Thomas Fuller, writing about twenty.five years later (1650},
gays, * John Caius, Doctor of Physie, improved the ancient Half of Gonville into
& new College of his own name.'’

Dir. Aikin, in his Biographieal Memoirs of Medicine in Oreat Britain, says,
% Cains obtained leave to gdvaree Gonville Half into a Coflege, on condition of
enlarging the institution at kis own expense.”’—p. 107,

Another writer :—* He succeeded in 1557 in obtainivg from his sovereigo
Queen Mary the power of enlarging Gonville Half, and of so far originating it
by his property as to meke it a regular College”®  The friend at Cambridge who
meafioned this to me hag forgotten the writer’s name,

In Ackermann’s History ef Cambridge, vol. L., pp. 81—85, there is jnforma-
tion oo these points: and it is said, ** In 1557, John Caius, who was at tbst
time physician to Queen Mary, obfained permnission to give to Gonville Hall the
title of a College,” &e.

I bave evary reason to believe that the pancilled remark in the College copy
of my Oration was written by Dr. Aldersan, for be had just Lefore borrowed my
Cration from the College library, he is a Cambridge man, and is exactly the
pergon te do such a thing, OQuly one other Fellow has, ss far as I cau Jearn,
had out my Ovration since I presented it to the College: for I gave s copy
tc every Feliow in Lendon. This was Dr. Forimby, of Liverpool, whe, I
hear, is nearly blind, and not Likely to have read the Latia, and still less to have
troubled himself to write'in a borrowed work,

A little cross was placed opposite three or fonr Latin words.  If this implied
that the Latin was not good, the crossmaker displayed a very moderate nequaint.
ance with the language of Cicero.

82
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ion, the Protestonits for the new—-Bishop GQardiner, o the avtlorily of
Me King and cnmm! whipping, degrading, and eapelling those who refused o con-
tinue the corrupt sounids, and declaring thal, RATHER TEAN ALLOW THE INNO-
VATION OF THE IMPREOVED, IT WOULD BE BETTER FoR THE GREER TONGUE TO

BE BANISHED FROM TEE UnrversiTe.” ! Rabeluls, who was twenty years
younger than Livscre, and, though generally known cnly as nn incarrigible wit,
was g prodigy of learning and and a ¢ phbysician, pallished and

lectured upon Hippocrates and Galen, aml was Aaved and elbused by all hiz
French brethven on account of ks extfreordinary merit, * particularly because ke
studied Greek, The wovelry of thal longuage meking them esteem if nol only
dnrbarous but ANTICRRISTIAN.''™*

Wg left the boat, the quaint old street,
To climh where frowns the castle hill
And drawbridge, o’er the cotton mill,

(’er noise of shuttles 'neath their feet.

Though far above us all things told

Of warrior lords and iron knocks,

The torrents cried from quarried rocks,
¢ The new age undermines the old.”

[Tp, past these towers to other halls,
Diswantled home of princely priest,
Where mingled tones of prayer and feast

5till seem to lurk on curtained walls;

UTp, higher up, we came, where vines
Enclasp the rode-hewn erucifix,
And summer suns and showers mix

Their golden glory into wines ;

Up, higher up, we saw the wave

Reficet the mountain’s rosy show,

We found a churchyard baked in glow,
And there we stood by Mesmer’s grave,

* The Marveign Oration, delivered before the Eoyal College of Physicians,
London, June 2704, 1846, By John Elliotzon, M.D., Cantab, F.R.S., Fellow
of the College. With an English Version and Notes: pp. 38, 39.

It gives us pleasure {o see that the bitterness of Mr, Wakley towards Dr,
Elliotson bas declined. For in the Lawnees of June 17, 1854; p. 647, in an
address lutely delivered at Nottingham by Dr. Marshall Hall on his return from
America, i3 8 quolation of many lines from De. Eiliotsoo’s Oration, introduced
in these words,—*¢ Let empiricism, excepl 4 very enlightened crpiricism, cease.
Above all things, adopt I.he precepts of the immortal Horvey, as quated by an
llastrious living physician.”” When the language used by Mr. Wakley in bis
Laneet vespecting this Oration is rewewbered (see Zois?, No, XXIV., p. 402),
the ingertion of any passage from it, and especially of such mmphmentary expres-
sions, i3 a matter of astonishment. Mesmerism now makes giant strides.—Zofsf.
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A pleasant rest! for him who sought
To lift the veil from Nature’s face,
And bore the laugh of all his race

Who dread results of houest thought,

A pleasant rest! and we, for whom
The laws he groped for dimly dawn,
The breakings of a glorious morn,

May learn in standing near his tomb

To toil in patience, till the gold
Of sunrise light the hills of truth,
For science aye renews her youth,
“The now age nndermines the old.”

111, A remerkalle case of Cure of Lameness from infancy,
through the agency of Clairvoyance. By the Rev. James
Peen, AB,, Trin. Col. Dubl,, Rector of the Union of
Haretown, County Wexford.*

* Dir. Andrew Dunean, jun., was the first professor of medical jurigprudence
in any EBritish University. His venmerable father had for some years previous
urged its importante on the public, znd even delivered, I helieve, a course of
privafe lectures: but it wss not until 1806 that Dr. Duncen, jun., received his
appointment.” ¢ It was for this appointment that the Fox ministry of that day
were so much reviled,” # In the House of Commons, June 30, 1807, Mr.
Perceval, in moving for the renewul of the finance committee, tock accasion to
sttack the abolition ministry, which had just been turned out. Among other
things he said, * He should not dwell in datail upon sll the sets of the Inte admi-
nistration, but he confessed himsel at a loas to nndersiand whet they could mean
by the appointmeot of 8 Professor of Medical nrispradence. He acknowledged
that he was ignorant of the duty of that Professor, and could not comprehend
what was meant by the science be professed.” Oa the same day My, Canning
said, * He could alone account for such a nomination by supposing that after s
long debate, in the swell of insolence, and to show how far they ceuld go, they
had said, * We will shew thew what wa can do—we will create a Professor of
Medical Jurisprudence.’'—Stockdale’s Annunl Register, 1807, pp. 206, 210.”
Elements of Medice! Jurisprudence, by T. K. Bicg, M,D. Introduction.t

Dublin, 28th July, 1854.

My dear Siv,~—In compliance with your wish, T give you,

somewhat iu detail, the facts respecting the remarkable case

of clairvoyance, of which 1 communicated the heads when 1
had lately the pleasure of calling on you in town.

+ See Mr. Peed’s interesting account of his visit to Londou and the Mesmerie
Infirmary, in No, XXX1X,—Zpist,

¥ Every medical school bas now long had such a professor, and every can-
lidate for a medical examination becn compulled to attend suck a course of lec-
tures. —Zoist.
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All the facts of the case I can give from my personal
knowledge, and have reason to thank this wondrous faculty
of clairvoyance, as the means—under the divine blessing—of
conferring a signal benefit on a member of my family.

In the beginning of September last, as nearly as I cen
recollect, I was requested by a Mrs. A. to call to see her
daughter, Miss A., who was at the time under the care of an
eminent Dublin surgeon, Dr. E., and had once been a patient
of mine, when suffering under a severe attack of illness by
which she had all but lost the sight of her left eye, though
this was happily restored by the agency of mesmerism.

Miss A. had for years been confined to her couch in spinal
dispase ; and, when I called on her, suffered in addition from
a contraction of the left leg. With the permission of her
medical attendant, a professed unbeliever in mesmerism—I
proposed to mesmerise Miss A. three times a week, for a fort-
night: Dr. E. kindly velunteering to discontinue for that
period his own treatment and watch the result of mine—
which he looked upen, at least, as harmless.

Before the expiration of the forfnight, the contraction of
the leg was removed, and Dr. E. called on me to fix a day to
meet at the residence of his patient.

Miss A. was readily put into the truoe mesmeric coma,
and while in that state was extremely lueid, generally of her
own accord conversing during the eutire sitting.

A day or two before Dr. E, called on me, Miss A, doring
her mesmneric sleep, was speaking on indifferent subjects—
when, abruptly turning towards me, she asked, *Why does
not Mr, P (meaning myself,) “get something done for his
sister ?”

« His sister ¥ 1 replied, “is in very good health.”

*Oh, you know what T mean—his sister-in-law.”

“What is the matter with her ?”

“Why don’t you know she is lame? her foot when she
rests on it, bends so,” (llustrating the affection on her own
foot—the same foot by the way on which my sister-in-law was
latae,) “she has not you know a club foot, there is no distor-
tion, Dr. E. cured a lady of 40 years of age the other day, of
n club foot; he can easily cure Mr. P’s. sister-in-law,”

¢ When did she become lame ?”

 Let me sec—she cerfainly was not born so—her foot got
an injury when she was a mere child at nurse—Dr, E, cau
cure 1t easily.”

I confess Iwas much surprised at Miss A.'s minute acquaint-
ance with the allment of one of my sisters-in-law. Miss A. had
never seen her, nor had ¥ mentioned one word about her,
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When Miss A. was awake, I questioned her about my
sister-in-law, but she was, as I anticipated, in perfect igno-
rance of her; and I did not of course allude to the conversa-
tion that had just passed, of which she evidently retained no
recoliection in her normal state.

Oun Dr. E’s calling on me, as 1 have said above, T told
him the communieation Miss A. had made to me, and we
agreed to test her as fully as possible on the subject.

Accordingly Dr. E. and I met a few days after at Miss
A’s residence ; at his request, and, with Miss A.’s permission,
I put her into the state of sleep-waking. Leaning on my
arm, she was able to walk across the room-—a thing which she
could not attempt without vigorous assistance when awake—
aud Dr. E., having first tested the completeness of the removal
of 2ll contraction of the leg, proceeded to put some questious
to Miss A. respecting the extent and nature of my sister-in-
law’s lameness.

To these Miss A. veplied accurately and withont hesifation
—tracing on her own foot the tendons, &c., affected—placing
at his request, her finger on the seat of the malady, and
shewing the sinews secondarily, as well as those primarily,
engsged.  After undergoing a searching and minnte exami-
nation on the subject, she walked back with me to the sofa—
when 1 awoke her.

On Jeaving with Dr. E,, I told him that my sister-in-law—
whom he had not yet seen—had for years been under treat-
ment by some of the most eminent members of the faculty in
Dublin, aud that her ease had heen for some considerablie
time past given up as hopeless. Dr, T. replied that he would
examine the case, and, if it proved one on which he could
proncunce favourably, he would perform the requisite opera-
tion,

My sister-in-law came, at my request, to Dublin, and met
Dr. E. at my house. Dr. E,, after examining her foot atten-
tively, declared Miss A. mus! have seen it when she was
awake. He then corrected himself and said it was a foolish
observation, (as indeed it was,) for that no one hut an ana-
tomist of experience could have given the deseription of the
foot that Miss A. had given him, and which, with unfeigped
astonishment, he pronounced to be wonderfully correct. Dr.
E. then described the necessary operation, aud fixed the day
on which he wonld perform it.

Meanwhile, I again mesmerised Miss A., and guestioned
her cim the nature of the proposed operation and its probable
result.

She told me the operation itsell would be a mere trifle—
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but that immediately after it my sister-in-law would suffer
much pain all along the leg; that this could be at once re-
moved by mesmerism ; that the after treatment, in which
some surgical machinery must be used, would be both tedious
and trying ; that in three weeks my sister-in-law would be
able to walk down stairs without assistance, but that it would
take three mounths before her cure would be complete,

_ In every one of the above particulars, Miss A.’s predic-
tions turned aut accurafely correct—as I can myself testify,
my sister-in-law staying at my house while under Dr. E.s
kind and skilful treatment. Nor had Dr. E. or mysclf had any
cotmunication on the subject with Miss A, in her normal state,

I must add that subsequently from time to time I mes-
merised Miss A, with a view to ascertain her opinion on the
progress of my sister-in-law’s cure. She always told me how
matters were going on, and geoerally let me know before
hand of any change of freatment. Indeed, on one occasion,
I had just reached home after Laving mesmerised Miss A.,
before Dr. E. had concluded his visit, and I said, Dr. E.,, you
are going to prescribe so and so this morping—telling him
what Miss A. had just been telling me. Some members of
my family who were in the room burst out laughing, and told
ine I had repeated almost im Dr. E’s own words the dirce-
tions he had just been giving.

Some time after my sister-in-law’s cuve had beern effected,
I asked Miss A, when in her sleep.waking state, how she
could have known anything about the case, She replied at
onge, “It was very easy—the foot with bared nerves, sinews,
veins, &c., came before me on the cloud—I could trace them
all with easge.”

Oddly enough she fancies in the mesmeric state that she
floats on a luminous cloud, far abave her body and our earth,

I have now, my dear Sir, given yon a brief detail of this
veryeurious case, and I had boped that Dr.E. would have drawn
up an account of the case himself, as tar at least as the facts
came under his personal knowledge. This he at ounce, when
1 applied to him, agreed to do, though, as still, a disbeliever in
mesmerism.  But he put off doing so from time to thne, until
at length, as he pleaded fault of memory and nnwillingness to
have any remarks of bis made publie, I thought it better to
give the statement as well as I was able in my own words.

You are aware of Dr. E’s address, in case you would wish
to vefer to him to procure more minute information on the
subject,

I remain, my dear Sir,
Faithfully yours,

Dr. Elliotson, James Pesp.
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IV. Case of Leprosy cured with Mesmerism. By the Rev.
Jerreny Exins, Rector of Sampford, Essex.

** UmMBRELLAS.—An umbrella is deseribad in early dictionaries, as a ““portabla
pent-house to carry in a persoo’s hand to sereen him from violent rain or beat,”
Uwbrellas are very ancient. It appears by the carvings at Persepolis that em-
brellus were used at very remote periods by the eastern princes. Niebhur, who
visited the southero parts of Arabis, informs us that he saw a great prince of
that country returning from 2z mosque, preceded by seme hundreds of soldiers,
and that he and each of the princes of his numerons family caused a large um-
brella to be carried by his side., The ofd china-ware in qur pantries and cop-
boerds shews the Chinese shaded by an umbrella, 1t is sald that the first person
who uzed an umbrella in the streets of London was the benevolent Jonas Hanway,
who died in 1786. For o long while it was not nsuaol for men ta enrry them
without incurring tho brand of effeminacy, At fivst, a single umbrella seema to
baye heen kept at n coffee-house for extraordinary occasions—lent as a coach or
chair jn 8 heavy showsr, but aot commaonly carvied by the waltkers, The Female
Tatler advertises, * The young gentleman beloaging to the custom-bouse who, in
fear of rain, dorrowed the wmbrella from Wilks coffee-house, shali the next time
be weleome to the maid's peflens.’ As Iate as 1788, one Joho Macdonald, 2
footmsm, who wrote his awn life, informs us that he had a fine silk smbrella,
which he brought from Spain ; but he could not with any comfort to himself wse
it, the people calling ouwt—* Frenchman | why don't you get a coach?’ The fact
waos, the hackney-coschmien and chairmen, joining with the true esprit de corpy,
were clamorous against this portentous rival. The footman, in 1788, gives us
vome further information. ° At this time, there were no umbrellas worn in
London, except in woblemen's and gentlemen's houses, whbere thare was a large
one hung in the bal! to hold over & lady, if it rained, between the door and ber
carriage.” This man’s sister was compelled fo quit his arm ooe day, from the
abuse he drew down on bimezelf and on his umbrells. Buf be adds that ¢ he per-
sisted for three months, till they took no ootice of this noveity. Foreigners
began to use theirs, and then the English. Now it is become a great trade in
London.? — Nytignal ddvertizer, Jau. 14, 1854,

A correspondent of the Durlam Adverfiger says, it Is reported that the
Rev. Peter Barlow, incumbest of Cockfield, has given so much offence to several
of his parishoners by weariog his beard, that they have discontinned their attend-
snce at cliwreh U''—Newsgpaper, 1854,

Sion House, Tunbridge Wells,
August 17th, 1854,

My dear Sir,—I beg to forward at your request the notes
1 took of a case of severe cutaneous disease. The result is, I
must confess, passing strange to myself; it has, morecver,
excited not only the wonder but the interest and confidence
of the neighhourhood in which I live. T lavein consequence
of this one case had many applications, so numerous, zad
some indeed from such & distance, that I could not attend to
them.

One thing T wish to observe with respect to Daniel
Andrews. I never saw any one so patient under severe suf-
ferings, so confident of being cured, and so grateful for any
relief or mitigation of pain I was instrumental in procuring
for him. I dwell very much on the guality of gratitude be-
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cause I have found, by experience, that poor people seldom
think of their henefactors after they have received a benefit,
whereas 1 have remarked that mesmeric patients at the in-
firmary and elsewhere, retain a lively and thankful remem-
brance of the mercies vouchsafed to them by Providence
through the medium of a fellow creature. May not the mys-
terions commanication which conveys not only vitality, but
beneficent feelings, from the operator to the afilicted, tend to
enhance the moral as well as physical efficacy of the mesmeric
influence ?
1 am, dear sir,
Yours very truly,

Dr. Elliotson. Jerrery ExIns,

Daniel Andrews, labourer, will be 69 years of age mext
May. He has the leprosy in the right leg, having caught
cold after working in a ditch ten days, at the beginning of
Dec. 27th, 1852. The complaint gradually spread all over
his body ; he seffered a great deal of pain and had very little
sleep, being tormented with a burning sensation. He lives
in the adjoining parish of Old Sampford, and I did not hear
of his state till some time after he was attacked with this dis-
ease; but, on being informed by the Viear of his parish (who
had visited the Mesmeric Infirmary in Loadon, and was dis-
posed to admit the efficacy of mesmerism) that the man was
a great sufferer, and that I might possibly be able to relieve
Iim, I went to see him.

Feb. 2nd. T mesmerised bim for half an hour, making
passes (without contact) from the knee to the toes. The leg
was much swelled and inflamed, being of a reddish purple
colonr which was overspread with a seurfy-sculy crust, and
the skin from the ancle downwards was thickly covered witly
a white mealy.looking powder.—He suffered much pain,
he told me, after 1 left him, and he slept badly the three
following mights. Ou the fourth night he had relicf, and 2
place in the middle of the fore part of his leg which I ob-
served, o look more angry than the rest of the leg, broke out
into a sore which discharged freely.

Feb, 6th, I mesmerised his leg again as before. The sore
looked angry and was still discharging more freely (as the
patient said) thau when it first broke out. After a few passes
the reddish purple colour from the knee to the middle of the leg
disappeared, and ke felt ** dashes” .—shooting pains, lower down
the leg tvwards the ancle.  The disappearance of the angry
colonr was noticed by the patient and his daughter who lives
with him, of their own accord.
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. }Jl3eing absent from home I did not see him till March
th.

March 11th, He told me he had suffered less duripg this
interval. 1 mesmerised him for forty minutes. 7The pain is
still descending and is lese viclent, and he enjoys betler nights.

15th, T mesmerised him as before. He was much re-
lieved ; the swelling of the leg is greatly reduced, and the
mealy-looking crust which covered his foot is beginning to
disappear. He suffers less pain, and this is mosily fell at the
ancle, This man, who had never heard of mesmerism, spon-
taneously affirmed that the passes alone had done him good.
His daughter as well us himself again noticed the change whick
had taken place in the colour of the leg during the time I was
meking the passes, which 1 continued, as at first, from the
knee downwards without contact and without any intention
or endeavonr to put him to sleep,

21st. He told ma that on the evening of the 15th, the
pain enereased, but it was succeeded by relief. To-day the
sensations were as usual. During mesmerisation shooting
and shifting pains were fell towards the toes. The pain seems
to rest in the inslep. The leg i3 less swelled and less dis-
coloured, He stil constantly affirms that the passes are
doing him good.

March 28th. About three hours after he was last mes-
merised he felt Lheat and pain in the foot, that countinued at
intervals during the night. He was better the next day and
continued so il to-day, when I found the leg of a less angry
colour, the skin nof so scurfy, and the foot less covered with
powder, The pain iz now advenced fowards the lves. Hitherto
he had with difficulty crawled about his coliage with the help
of o crutch and a stick : now ke walks about with comparalive
ease in kis garden and in the adjoining fleld. 1 mesmerised
himy for half an hour. He declares he feels himself hetter,
and is confident of being cured. The sore which broke out
m the widdle of his legs after the first mesmerisation has
been kealed some time, and is still skinved over, scarcely pre-
senting the appearance of a scar. The parish apothecary, who
has no objection to my attendance on his patient, told me
that he had the water brash, and he {the doctor} found that
sulphur hud no effect in mitigaling the culaneouns affection, and
that he had resorted to arsenic and liguor polasse apparently
with as little success, Andrews for some time has ceased to
be under the apothecary’s treatment; and he only occa-
rionally took some opening medicine given by the apothecary
when it was wanted.

April 1st. He continues to have good nights. The colour



256 Peculiar appearance of mesmerised waler.

of the leg improves. He walks about with still greater ease,
but does not lay aside his crutch and stick. e evidently
feels himself betfer in every way. 1 mesmerised him a guarter
of an hour, finishing with strong quick passes which he said
caused the “ dashes’’ lo be felt in the ancle on the right side
where the sensation, scarcely amounting to pain, is situated.

5th. 1 found him suffering severely from distention and
pain of the stomach arising from acidity, After strong reteh-
mngs he vomited about half a pint of brown liguid like rhubarb
in colour. I made passes over the stomach, and he was
somewhat relieved. His leg looks much better and is almost
free from pain. 1 made passes over it at his request. He
went to his church on the preceding Sunday—a distance of
nearly a quarter of a mile.—and he thinks this attack was
brought on hy fatigue and exposure to the cold, I was with
him three quarters of an hour

8th. I found him free from paiu in the stomach, It left
him the day after my last visit. The leg still improves in
appearance; fhe pain fs lessened, and i removed from lhe
anele joint towards the Litlle toe. 1 found him walking in the
field next his cottage with tolerable case, supported by his
crutch and stick. He said of his own accord that he would
walk to my house, a mile and a half distant, in a week’s time.

13th. He sleeps a great deal better at night. His leg is
nuw reduced to its natural size, and 1u colour it differs very
little froma the other. The sensation of pain (still very slight)
iz brought dowu to the instep towards the hitle toe. He
feels *dashings™” on that part most when the strong quick
passes are being made, He is vory sanguinc and grateful,
still urging his iatention of walking to my housa.

15th. He continues to sleep well. The leg has nearly re-
yeained ils natural colowr. The powder is almost cntirely gone
from the foot. Tie drinks (as he did from the first} water
which T mesmerise and put into a bottle before I make the
passes over his leg. He also bathes the leg and foot with
mesmerised water.

18th. He complained of heat in the instep. After the
usual passes I put a rag soaked in mesmerised water on the
instep and gave him some to drink. His danghter, on seeing
me mesmerise the water, noticed bubbles risiug from the
bottom of the jug and hursting near the surface. Some time
after the water was poured into a bottle, we il casnally look-
ing at the bottle observed a guantity of bubbles rising to the
top, as if an effervescence was going on*. Andrews in-

z“‘ See Mr. Ekins's former t-:i);vntians of the same kind in Nos, XL.. XLIL
—Zoist,
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variably sleeps as much as five hours « night, whereas before I
saw Kim, he did not, as ke lold me, sleep more than one four o
night in the whole course of the week.

24th. The leg appeared rather more discoloured, but no¢
inflamed. He felt “dashes” as soom as I began the slow
passes. When at the beginuning of the séance T mesmerized
the water in the jug, his daughter saw only 2 few small
bubbles., When it was poured into the bottle, it was quite
still; but twenty minutes after, we all (four persons) observed
the appearance of a slight effervescence. The hubbles were
distinct and followed each other quickly, bursting as they
reached the surface.

May 8rd. Half an hour after my last visit, Andrew’s son-
in-law on entering the cotiage was desired by Andrews to
look at two bottles of water standing in the window, one of
them being filled with water as it had been drawn from the
well, the other with mesmerised water* He immediately
observed that hbubbles were quickly rising in the hottle con-
taining the mesmerised water. During the interval between
the last and present visit, Andvews had suffered a return of
his pain and had vomited bile.

Oth, Andrews is better again. He insists on walking to
my honse on Friday the 12th. There was thunder and hail
during this day; nd bubbles were seen in the mesmerised
water.

12th. e did walk to my house, and, on examining his
leg, 1 found it much less discolonred. T mesmerised him for
a quarter of an hour. The “dashings” were less frequent
and less vielent whilst I was making the passes,

16th. I fourd him at his cottage not the worse for his
walk to wy house and back, three miles. I mesmerised him
for twenty minutes, and before I left off his daughter ob-
served that the inflamed appearance on the instep was much
diminished. He felt twinges as soon as I hegan the passes.
He says the pain is gradually descending.

19th. He moves about his coftage with tolerable ease
without stick or erutch. He fclt only one slight fiinge in his
apcle during the passes. The leprous appearanee of the
instep is nearly gone. Five minutes after I poured mes-
merised water into two bottles, the hobbles were scen to rise
as before, and continued to rise for twenty-five minntes. I
have since been told hy him that the bubbles continued to
rise more numeronsly after T left till eight o’clock, when ke
went to bed. His dangbter and son-in-law aiso saw the same.

¥ Na snggestion was made as to what was tor be seen.
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R3rd. He walked ngain o my house : on this as well as on
the {ormer occasion he walked with the belp of a stick only.
I mesmerised him as usual, The passezs brought on the
# dashes” which were drawn towards the toes.

26th, T mesmerised him as usual. He had walked fo his
churchk without fatigue. He declares that he feels decidedly
better, and the parish apothecary who chanced to see himn
pronounced him to be convalescent,

Juoe 5th. He had not been so well since my last visit.
The leg looked inflamed, and the pain had risen to the mid-
dle of the leg. I had on a former occasion given him nux
vomica for the acidity of stomach to which he was subjeet.
The dose was twelve globules dissolved in nine teaspoonfunls
of water, cne teaspoonful to be taken thrice a day.® After
taking this dose, he said be felt a heayy sensation in the
limbs and drowsiness, After a quarter of an hour’s mesme-
risation, the pain shifted to the instep and the angry colour
greatly abated. During the passes he felt twinges which
gradually were drawn down to the toes. Water five minutes
after it was mesmerised began te effervesce, and continued to
do so five minutes more,

10th. He is decidedly better. He slept well on the night
of the 5th, and on the 7th he observed that his leg had lost its
angry colour, He takes nux vomica omce {one teaspoonful)
at might, and does not feel the same sensations as when he
took it thrice a day, The mesmerised water began to effer-
vesce at once, and I saw it continue to do so during my visit
of forty minutes. This effect was also noticed by a little boy,
by Andrews, and his daughter.. 1 mesmerised him for
twenty minutes: he felt the twinges follow the direction of
my fingers. About half an hour after, I called again at the
cottage with my wife who clearly saw the bubhles which were
still rising in the bottle, Andrew’s daughter saw fhem im-
mediately when T began mesmerising the water in the jug.

14th. In less then three minutes after I began mes-
merising the leg, Andrews {who was looking at the clock)
felt twinges moving from the instep to the toes. Very few
and faint bubbles were seen in the water by his daughter.
There is thunder in the air. On the last occasion the water
was seen bubbling at seven o’clock in the evening by four
persons.

19th. Inless than a minute he felt the twinges which are
more faint each time of mesmerisation, Whilst I was making

* This quentity was recommended by a clergyman in the neighbourhosod,
who adepts hemeapathic treatment in his parish with succees
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the passes, the colour on the instep grew paler, and the whole
leg is of a better colour since the last visit, The mesmerised
water bad not begun to bubble when I left. Last time it
continued to bubble strongly till seven o’clock, and went on
In the same way after the cork was taken out of the bottle.

24¢h. He has improved greatly since the last visit. The
seasation in the instep scarcely amounts to pain. He sleeps
calmly and undisturbedly at night, and is not forced, as he
was at first, to thrust his leg out of the bed clothes in order
to cool and quiet the burning agounies he used to suffer. The
mesmerised water began to send up small bubbles before I
left. On my last visit they began two hours after I went,
and continued to work two hours mare,

July 3rd. Though I had nof seen him for more than a
week, the leg was much better in appearance. He still sleeps
well. Within three rainutes after I began to mesmerise, he
felt faint twinges down the leg®

8th. He felt the same twinges in the foot in less than a
mivute from the time the passes began. He does not now
suffer from acidity of stomach.

16th. The same sensations as before, This is my last
visit: from first to last, I mesmerised him between the hours
of four and five. During the time I visited him, he saw
many persops, wlo were much surprised at seeing the pro-
gress he had made, for it was generally believed that his case
was incurable as the *“doctor” could do nothing wore for
him. He was repeatedly asked, especially by the Dissenters,
if he thought that the  parson’s” passes had done him any
good. His reply invariably was, “1 don’t think, because I
know it.”” On the following week Andrews was well enough
to go to town to see his son, and on Wednesday 19th, Le
called by my desire at the Mesmeric Infirmary where he was
examined, and the case was pronounced to he satisfactory.

Jerrery EEins.

V. 4 few words in favour of Mesmerism. By the Rev.
Cuanies Bomun Swmyry, Viear of Alfriston, npear

- Liewes.
“Witness the effec? produced by the well-earned trivmph of the yacht’

America. Five years before, some of our leading yacht's-men and most cele-
brated yacht builders had their sttention called to the subject of hollow bows,

# The Viear of 0ld Sampford in the course of his customary visits called on
him between six nod seven on June 24th, and distinctly saw the bubbling of the
mmesmerised water,
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with a biut that, i they continued to refuse to adopt them, the resnlt weuld be,
that, sooner o later, their crack craft would get disgracefully beaten.  The friendly
warning was received with contewpt and derision. One well-known builder
wrote a work on ship butlding, containing the usual orthodox platitedes on—new
Fangled notions,—presumption of these whe sef avide the awlhorily of ages,—folly
of abandoping rules sanctioned by experience, &e., §e. The sume year which
witnessed the publication of this book witnessed the victory of the America, fur.
nishing an appropriate commentary on the wisdom of the writer,

“ We are now (1803} busily engsged in boilding Sorew line-of-battle ships,
but, instexd of being in our proper position—the leaders of the world—we are
become follpwers, in the wake of the Americons and the French. In 1837, Capt.
Ericsson {whae subsequently introduced the Screw in the United States} with a
small Screw veseel only 45 ft. long and 8 f. wide, towed the Admiralty barge,
with their Lordships on board, from Somerset House to Blackwall Wharf, at the
yate of 10 miles an hour. Notwithstanding the highly eatisfactory result of the
experiment, Capt, Ericsson waz told, in a reply which the svhseqnent sueress of
the Screw has already rendered historical, *?hat their Lordships declined to en~
ferfain the prgject.’  One would have supposed that the vast superiority of the
Screw over the Padidle-wheel, for vessels of war, would have been seized at a
glance, but some are aficted with weak vision ; and, as Schiller so forcibly and
happily expresses it, fMit der Dummbeit kiimpfen Gotter selbst vergebens.
¢ Ales? there is no possibility for poor Columlius at any of the Public Offices;
till onee he become an Actuality, and say ° Here 18 the America T was telling
you of.’~—Carlyle’s Life of Cromwell.” On Economy of Fuel, particularly with
referenca, fo Reverberatory Furnaces for the manufacture of Irom, and fo Steam
Boilers. By T, Symes Prideanx, Esq., suthor of various papers in The Zoist,
London, 1853.

T} THT EDITOK OF TIHE ZOIST,

Vicarage, Alfriston, Sussex,
- June 14th, 1854,

Sir,—Everything progresses in science, art, and mne-
chanigs, and what was once valuable in astronomy, law,
medicine, and polity, is not only ne longer regarded, but
almost quite forgotten. As a humhle friend to my afflicted
race, 1 can truly affirm, Humani nihil & me alienum pulo.
“ Jam jom efficact do manus scientie,”’ 1 participate not in
the hiue and cry raised against the astonishing powers put
forth by the healing wand. Let others profess what they
please, and insist, “ Non persuadebis, eliamst persuaseris”’ As
for myself, I will reason like the far-seeing Gamaliel, and
adopt his prudential masim, and caution certain people as
the Hebrew did, namely, “ And now I say unto you, refrain
from these men, and let them alone; for if this counsel or
this work be of men, it will come to nought : bat if it be of
God {(not of Satan, the enemy of man), ye cannot overthrow
it.” Acts v.

Is not this view, some may ask, a mere assumption on my
part,—a pefitio principii? The onus of proving may be mine,
but the onus of disproving concerns the opposite thinkers.
One thing is however certain, that there is infinitely more
behind the curtaiv of eoncealment, and vitally concerning
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soul and body, than has ever been dreamt of in human philo-
sophy. Nous verroms. Let us Lail with revercuce what the
goodness of God has in these latter days discovered to us in
the realms of learning, and not imitate the illiterate friar
who proferred his © mumpsimus” to the © sumpsimus™ in his
Breviary, and let us prefer to travel at the rate of the new
line instead of moving hy means of the slow waggons of past
times. A stand-still there neither is nor can he in this world,
and the last century and the present bear ample witness that
a new era is commencing. These remarks seem called for in
the ease which excites such general attentiou and inquiry,—the
case of Mesmerism, as now rising inte deserved reputation.
I hear on 2ll sides questions to this purport, what is Mes-
merism, and its co-relative systems? Well, whatisit? Task
as one who am not altogether acquainted with the arcana of
Creation, as one who has lost the donble ignorance of the
Platonists, for I am no longer ignorant of my ignorance, 1
seein to be traversing the Tlimalayan highlands of Asian
mystery. T want the help of others, not for my body, which
is never troubled with aches or illmess, but for my head and
understanding, that T may use, and not abuse, the new lights
shooting across the new regions brought to view. This ques-
tion concerns all nations, The whole world presents a scene
of varied suffering. What blessings have flowed into other
lands of the sunrise and far-west from eulightened Europe, I
merely hint at, for to Christendom has pertained the mission
of civilizing, humanizing, and evangelizing wnan, and it is not
too much to hope that the Almighty may, in the absence of
positive wiracles, empower his true worshippers to work equally
salutary works, to rouse the body and the soul together, as
what affects the one more or less affects the other also.
Convinced that the vesults of the new system of invigorating
life rests not alone, or cven predominantly, upon excited
imagination, and kunowing that the phenomena connected
with table-movement, whilst tables have no sort of imagina.
tion to be acted on, dependl on an esternal agency, oo the
active rational will and corporeal force, we may argue o for-
tiori and conclude that, if the inanimate wmatter obeys the
animated, much more must the rational principle respond to
the spiritual between two similar beings, through the very
liighest element in man,

But sickly imagination is the strongheld of anti-mes.
merism, and such is the reasoning which has been brought to
bear upou the doctrine of divine influence and grace upen the
hwinao spirit, viz., that spiritual exercises and visitatious

VOL, XIL. T
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spring from mere fancy and delusion, and so the doctrine of
the Holy Spirit is questioned, or denied by anti-spiritualists.

Believiug that the created forces, or human sounis, contain
a will which is operative, and affections which are co-opera-
itve, that our thoughts are stimuli from within, as objects are
from without, since thought went. forth, which will sleep no
more; it is more probable, that from the well-directed pew
agency, from its germ, there will flourish a forest of ideas,
like the oracular oaks of old from the cup of an acorn, as a
grand maternal idea. For idess, like an irresistible torrent,
carry before thew the most stagnant wultitudes, but de not
turn to actions, before sentiment gives them life. Such s
the fortune of this new discovery.

At first, the philosophical and religious leaders turned
mesmetism and its professors into ridicule, as satirists, libel-
lers, and sceptics. To little purpose, for a time, were apolo-
gies and arguments arrayed against clamour, Some were
Gallios, who had made up their minds, with Horace, *wnil
admirari,’ to see nothing but nonsense in what was deemed
an outlandish extravagance, which was to be pnt out of the
pale of society, “uvi e/ armis,” as not worth being argued out
of the world ; whilst others waited in suspense for fuller infor-
mation, or were kept in awe and alarm hy the fear of infring.-
ing on forbidden ground, for fear of eating a forbidden fruit,
which some have tried and tasted without injuryto soul or body.

I allude to Mr. O—n. Has Mr. O—n received no bene-
fit, directly or indirectly, from the inferences this theory fur-
nishes of a future state? He is no longer a disciple of 4 most
desolate creed. Did Satan work this change, or man, or the
Omnipotent by man, not as a miraeulous agent, but a seeond
and a natural cause? and must we follow such as would bid
us to view these matters of this healing art under {he cate-
gory of the “ works of darkness, the doctrines of demons, and
of the deceivableness of unrighteonsmess?’ Such were the
judgments of a darker age in reference to the discoveries of
Gralileo, who was hauled over the coals of the Inquisition, as
the modern man of science is in the circle of crities, *If
ignorance 18 bliss, it is folly to be wise.” But the racked
sufferer will not thank yon for your wisdom, which would hid
him be cheerful in the midst of misery : ke will try any arm to
lean on ; he will aceept any well-intended remedy ; he will not
believe in the monopoly of wisdom claimed by close corpora-
tions, but try the new spirits, and prove all things, and hold
fast what is good. Such is my intention in my hours of need.

1 subseribe myself, yours respectfully,
Caauves Bonuy Suyra.
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P.S. T cannot imagine a more happy event than that a
powerful mesmeriser, or several of this class, should accom-
pany the bands of soldiers and sailors through all the casual-
ties of war. For if medicine-chests, or instruments, &c,, &e.
were not at hand, then, in certain cases, the sufferers might
find alleviation by various aids now in use.

VI. A4 case of Mesmerie Disturbance. By the Rev. L. Lewis.
Communicated by Dr. Elliotson.

‘It mppears that econsiderable dondfs existed in the minda of Dr, Mantell's
professivnal friends as fo the exact nature of the affection, but by many it was
supposed to be a lumbar abscess, connected in sll probability with caries of some
of the vertebre; others, feeling a prowminent swelling, partly bard and pertly
fluctuating, in the lumbar region, eoncluded that there was a fumor of doubtful
character. The patient used to suffer most excruciating agony, After death it
was ascertained by Mr, Adama that there wos no disease either of fhe Bones or the
interverfebral substances : that thera was no Zruce of any obscess, all the sur-
rounding tissnes being quite healthy: hut the vertebrie were twicted in such n
way that, with considerable Jateral curvature, there existed a backward projection
of the lumbar transverss processes, to an extent sufficient to form a prominence.
The spinous processez were ib their proper relation to each other.”—Lawcsr,
July 8, 1854 : p. 0.%

To Dr. Elliotson.
Lintor Villa, Cotham Road, Bristol.
Drar Sir,—T send you the enclosed case for your perusal.
Should you wish to forward it to The Zoist, it would be well

* The poor rgedical man whe wes thus agonized might perhaps have derived
great relief from mesmerism : bot he despised it, and vilificd those who knew and
asserted its truth. This instange corrohorates what | bave always believed, that
the professional opposition to meswerism arizses pot from self-iaterest, but from
stupid and cooceited obstioacy, soch as iz seen in a doukey which suddenly tales
it into bis wise and amisble head not to stir an inch.

The inability of o1l the wumerous snd eminent physicians and surgeons wha
attended him £o lessen his suffering, and their universsl biunders as ta the nature
of his disease, ought to inspire moedesty, snd will make the public doubt the
seundness of medical judgment as to mesmarism.

Jo No. XL., p. 347, will be found Dr. Manteli's ignorant and opprobrigus
language vitered sot one month before kis desth. 7 As the elchemists of old,
who, in their crude and visionary research for the philozopher's stong, instituted
experiwents which drew attenfion to the wonders of chemistry, and laid the foun-
dation of experimental philosophy, in like manner the mesmerists and animal
megnekizers of our times, while praetising os the credulily of their patients or
andience, tay elicit vital phenomena, which, investigated by men of superior
minds and honest intenfions, wmay shed important light on some of the most mry-
sterigus laws of vitality and organization. At present we cen only exclaim with
tbe great philosopher, La Place, * Ce que nous connaissons est peu de chose: ce
que noas ignorans est immense.’ "—G. A. Manrery, LL.D., F.RE. : Address
delivered to the Members of the Western Medical and Surgical Society of Londan
by bim as President, Oct. 15,1 1852, Med. T¥mes, Oct. 30, 1852.""—J. Evsiotsow.

+ 't After Dr. Mante!] had uttered this absurdity and unprovoked insult, he
died on the 10th of November.—Jory Erntrarson,”
T
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to accompany it with remarks nnd Nustrations of your own.
I know the lady, Mrs. W.; I was at her house last week, but
did not see the servant, as she wasin a state of convalescence.

T have taken the whole aceount from Mrs. W.s M8, and
for the most part in her own words, Sbe made ample notes
of the casc every day, but I have brought the whole within
a shorter compass, without, T think, leaving out anything
material,

I remain, yours truly,

May 19, 1854. L. Lewrs.

On the 28th of September, 1853, Mr. W. from home;
Mrs. W, and five eldest clildren out te ten: at home, six
little children in bed; Seward the cook (age 27, dark com-
plexion, brown eyes, firm character, superior intellect, strong,
energetic will, violent temyper) ; Ann, honsemaid (age 20, fair,
regular features, blue eyes, soft, gentle manners, appareatly
an easy temper, mediocre understanding—mno cultivation);
Elizaheth Miller {age 16, brisk and intelligent, amiable and
sensible-—above the average).

These three servants were together in the kitchen about
seven o’cloeck. Ann complained of head-ache, which she had
had some hours. Seward proposed to mesmerise her, as it
might do her good.

Seward declares that she never saw mesmeric phenerena:
disbelieved the existence of such a power as mesmerising;
had heard of i, bot considered it a superstitions humbug ;
and was not aware that the sleep it was expected to produce
differed from ordinary slumber.

Her proposal was made in fun : Ann agreed to it. Seward
took Ann’s hands and laid hers against them, palm to palm,
and locked fixedly at Aun. Iwo sbout a wminute the door-bell
rang, aud Seward went fo answer it. On returning to the
kitchen, the servants sat and conversed, and had tea to-
gether, Beward noticed Ann yawning s great deal and ad-
vised her to go to bed, calling her stupid and lazy. Ann
said at last, I wish you would finish a thing when you begin
it, and not leave it half done. Why don’t you make ms go
te sleep downright #¥  Seward then said, ©* Well, come then,
and I’'ll finish it if you like.” She then took her hands
again as before. After about two minutes looking at her,
the girl suddenly fell back in ker seat, in a complete stupor
and, as it appeared, sound sleep.

Thus she remained when Mr. W. came home, and, going
through the kitchen, saw Ann asleep. Seward spoke to her
in order to rouse her, and suceecded partially, and then ad-
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vised her to go to bed. Assisted by Seward and E. Miller,
she was got upstairs, and undressed and put to bed, The
sleep was not shaken off, but she occasionally tossed her arms,
rolled her head, and sighed. About half-past 10 Mrs. W,
and family came home. At 11 Ann hegan laughing immo-
derately, but although she frequently said,  How droll!
what fun ! I never had such a spree 1" she answered no ques-
tions, and took no heed of her fellow-servants. She scemed
quite unconscions of anything around her, and appcared fast
asleep. This laughter continued at intervals till one o’clock
she then hecame gnite still, and slept till about seven in the
morning. Seward did not sleep: she felt naneasy at what she
bad done, and perplexed at the resalt, About seven she
tried to awake Ann, hut bad considerable difficulty in doing
so. When dressed, Aun went about her daily work with
half closed eyes, never speaking except when questioned, and
then answering reluctantly, and complsinmieg of pain in ler
eyes dnd head. 8She followed Seward like her shadow, and
yet at the same time hegged Scward not to look at her.
Being unfit to follow her work, she was again advised fo go
to bed, and instantly fell into a state of lethargic sleep.
Seward stood uear her, aoxious and perplexed, but it was
with great difliculty that she obtained any answer from bher,
and Ann became cold and restless, Seward being obliged to
be absent for several hours, during which time Ann slept
soundly and quietly and became equably warm ; and at the
end of that time she answered by nods and shakes of the
head questiont put to her by Mrs, W,

# Shall your mistress wake you 2”—* No.”

« Bhall Seward -—“Yes”

“8hall she awake you now ”—* No.”

“By and bye in the eveniag ”—* Yes.”

‘When the evening came, she partially awoke. Her first
words on awaking were,  Don't you do it again,”® To this
Seward energetically replied, “No, I rever will, T promise you.”
After this she had some food, which she wouwld not take
without much pressing and then very languidly, sighing very
frequently. To some guestions put to her she smd, 1 have
been all day with Seward, and I have heen to all sorts of
places, I have been so tormented, T have been out of the
world, but Seward has Leen with me everywhere.” She also
said that “her eyes ached and that sighing did her good.”
Seward, who was alarmed and agitated, aod reproacling her-
self with improdence, failed to bring Aun back to her usual
state of healthy consciousness. A medical wan therefore was
sent for,—Mr. P, who professed himself unacquainted with
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mesmerism. After having heard an aceount of the whole
matter, he examined the patient’s pulse, and tongue, &ec., he
ordered ker a hot foot bath, food, wine, anti-spasmodic medi-
cine, and a blister on the nape of the neck. He had tested
her insensibility by pinching her arm vialently and running
# pin beneath the skin; but she did not appear in the least
sensible to pain.,

A curions circumstance then ocenrred, shewing the sym-
pathy existing between Ann and Seward. The latter, over-
come at the idea of having occasioned all this trouble, ran up
stairs, and in her awn room gave way to a fit of ayitated
weeping. This was unknown to the party in the kitehen, but,
to their surprise, Ann, at the same time, burst ou! info hysie-
rical erying, Upon this, Mrs, W. going to find S8eward, and
seeing that she also was sobbing violently, told her decidedly
that, for the sake of the patient, she must try to contrel her
feelings. This ghe did hy a great effort and followed her
mistress down stairs, where they found that Ann also had
ceased crying and fallen sound asleep. After awhile Mr. P.
left, Ann was taken to bed, and the preseriptions were fol-
lowed. Whenever she was roused, which could be done ooly
by Seward, she complained of distressing pain in the chest
aud back and numbness in her imbs. When Seward called
her next moruving, she was still in a state of stupor, and Mus.
W., finding her unfit to go about her work, caused the blister
to be epplied and castor oil to be given her. She suffered
Beward to dress her and went down, but could not open her
eves, After an hour she was sick and vomited bile, When
Mr. P. called he found her in another fit of hysterical crying,
Seward having heen sent away for the day., Mrs. W. now
adopted a decided tone with her, by which means she was
indueed to allow Mr. P. to take off the blister. She then
answered his questions better than before and partially
opened her eyes, He ordered her to take a walk and advised
that she should be required to do her work and not be noticed,
ot pitied or talked to about her sensations,

These directions were followed, but whatever she did, the
patient seemed still heavy and absorbed in herself. She in-
quired for Seward, saying that she had been with her all the
previous day, persisting that she had been out of the world
and hoping that, if she went again, it wonld be for good.

Bome days however she would feel better, but generally
towards evening she would relapse into the dull state, taking
no notice of any one. One day Mrs, W, went to meet Se-
ward in the garden; she had come to make inguiries about
Amn, whom she was nol allowed fo see, Notwithstanding
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this, Ann said that ske knew Seward hod culled. Seward
came back and went about her work next day, but, whenever
she came in Ann’s presence, the latter yawned, though by
degrees she became a little better. The medical man’s
opinlon was, that, however eaused, the patient’s symptoms
and state were identical with those preseuted hy hysierie;
and as such he treated this extrzordinary case, though the
girl while under the influence assuved us that she never bad
drowsy fits hefore, never had been in that state and never
had hysterics,
Subsequent circumsiances.

About a fortnight after what has been rtelated, Seward
herself shewed many symptoms of weakness; her appetite
failed, her pulse was feeble. She lost her rest at night, and
her strength was prostrated, so that it became unecessary to
send her howme for rest and a change of air.  After this, Ann
became much more lively though she oceasionally sighed as
if uneasy at her absence. Whenever questioned about being
mesmerised, she always spoke of it as something mysterious
and not to be spoken of, She once said that she had seen
heautiful places and lots of people, more children than grown
people, that they would not let her be awakened till she had
promised not to tell what she had seen and heard there.
She also said, * When Seward dies, I shall die;” and that
Seward was with her all the time in that beautiful place and
would go there with her again some day. She was a long
while going there, but came back in a moment.

In about a week Seward came to Mrs. W,, but Aon was
seized with yawning and stupor as soon as she saw her. A
few days after, the same thing happened when Seward came;
and Ann said she could not bear to look at her, it hurt her
eyes and head and gave her dreadful numbness in her arms,
and made her eyes more or less inflamed. The next fime,
abont a week later, that Seward came, but before she arrived
at the house, Ann suddenly exclaimed as if in fear, “Oh, I
know she is coming.”

Tt was now evident that these two ssrvants could not live
together; so Seward left her place. Though Ann cried much
and hysterically after she was gone, she vevived wonderfully
in a few days and seemed quite to throw off the influence
which began before Christmas. But Seward, having oceasion
to speak to Mrs, W, weat to the house.  Before she knocked
al the door, however, Ann shuddered and yawned, and said,
“ Pm sure she is coming,” and her eyes became inflamed ond
she waz much agiteled. She ran up stairs but said that Se-
ward’s eyes were like two great flames of fire and that they
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went right hefore her in the dark all up the stairs. She
wauld not come down till Seward was gone,

Siuce this time, the two servants have not wet. Hednes-
days have passed with inerely a few yawns, Ann is in better
spirits and better health, though not in all respects as well as
she was before.  This is now the 11th of January, 1854, and
a Wedpesday evening, and Ann is not wiuch maore sleepy
than on ather days, but has referred with sighs to Seward
as usual.

To later inquiries made of Mrs. W., the foliowing letters
were received :—
“ Lyme, 27th May, 1854
“ Dear Sir,~—1I hardly know how to give you an account of
the state of Ann’s health at present, without referring in some
detail to certain symptoms which have varied thronghont and
appear to have been more or less dependant on thie imagina-
tion. For instance, the very decided and immediate effect of
nine drops of tincture of steel given only {fwice in ove day,
(about six weeks ago,) at the suggestion of an eminent medi-
cal man (to whom I related the case, but who laughs at
mestoerism, and, believing it all to he the effect of imagina-
tion, desired me to “invest the hottle of drops with some
mystery, as being a rare medicine specially useful in cases
like her own, and ordered by soine learued okd grey beard),”
Amn’s imagination so helped the steel, that it seemed to me
unfit to pursue it after two doses. The like result oceurred
at 2 subsequent period when T thought it best to try the eftect
of the drops again. Siuce then, about a fortnight ago, she
fell snddeuly ill, being low, nervous, dull and sick for several
days. I attributed it to the smell of new paint i the house;
but her fellow-servant told me that, while wallking with her,
(the day before she was taken ill, and whilst in excellent
spirits,) they had met Seward (the mesmeriser), and Ann had
instantly turned ashy pale, and trembled violently, and could
hardly walk home; and that she had not recovered herself
throughout the day, This informant believed that it was this
upset of the nerves which was the true cause of her illness on
the following duy, Ann looked so weak and pale aud dejected
that I sent her home six miles off for change of air, and I
have not since heard of her. Should she become guite strong
in a few days, she will return; otherwise, it is understood
between us that she will not resurse her service with me.
She has heen a vory inefficient servant from the variableness
of her states, and frequent fits of dulluess, aputhy, and want of
head and memory, but she attributes all to the mesmerising.
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She has looked pale and more delicate and fragile, instead of
brighter and stronger, ever since she was mesmerised ; and I
do not see that the steel has improved her in these respects.
I am, Sir, yours obediently,
“C. M. W—"

# Lyme, 20th June,
“Dear Sir,—My servant Ann returned to me after a
week’s absence. She had during that time been under medi-
cal care for symptoms considercd by her doctor to be pro-
duced by the painf in this house. She has, since her return,
been very much better in all respects; her spirits livelier and
her head clearer.  She does her work better, and there ap-
pears to be now no censtitutional derangersent. Meantime,
her mesmeriser has obtained a sitwation sixty or seventy miles
away; and the commmunication of this fact to Ann wus
attended by a marked relief to her mind.
T am, dear Sir, youors truly,
“C. M. W—"

NOTE BY DR. ELLIOTSON.

This was an instauce of mesmeric disturbance, which
shews, lst, that no person should mesmerise wha is perfectly
ignorant of the subject; 2mndly, that no medical man should
presume to prescribe for a mesmeric case whose absurd con-
ceit has prevented him from becoming acquainted with mes-
merism.

What is necessary to be known may be soon learnt : but
mesmerism is not to be played with by the perfectly ignorant,

The time will come when every medical man will be as
much ashamed of acknowledging his ignorance of mesmerism
as he would be at present of acknowledging his ignorance of
the use of the stethoscope. Professional men at present feel
no scruples, in truth they glory, in telling their patieuts that
they know nothing of mesmwertsm. T recollect the time—
from five and twenty to thirty years ago-—when few in
England besides myself knew anything of the use of the
stethoscope, and it was ridiculed in lectures before the College
of Physicians and in speeches at London medical societies,
and babitually in conversation between medical men and in
the remarks of medical men to their paticnts, who of course
believed them to be oracles, and counsidered that they “ must
know,” and be “ quite competent ta judge,”—from Dr, Cham-
bers, then the fashionable physician, to the humblest drug-
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gist-apothecary.* At present almost every medical man
considers stethoscopic knowledge a necessary and established
part of his profession, and, however deficient in it, wounld be
vexed at being thought at all deficient, carvies a stethoscope
in his pocket, and has one or more visible in his consulting
room, A similar time will come for mesmerismn: and no

* In my Phystology T thus wrote seventeen years ngo :—*“ When Laennec first
published his great work, I procured a stethoseope and investigated his statements,
Although the facts of percussion, as detailed by Avenbrogger about half o eentury
ago, must of physienl necessity exist, I had always been taught, by the first beacher
of medicine in London, at Guy's Hospital, Dr. James Curry, that they were falia-
cies, and they were dismissed in three minutes as unworthy of the slighest atten-
tion. Edueation, therefore, tended to make me sceptical. But I soon found that
Avenhrugger bad been disgracefully neglected in this conntry; and that Laennec,
like Avenbrugger, had opened to paa new end extensive seeve in disease, to
which, thoughk it had always existed, we were blind—that we hed eyes and saw
not—or really, to drop metephor, that we had ears and beard not. For a length
of time T found some at St. Thomes’s freat percussion and auscultatiom with
ridicale; some with absolate indignation ; and others, for years, treated it with
silent contempt; who a)t, I awm happy to say, now practise both. [ was there-
fore in the habit of studying them in the wards alone, and at hours when 1
expected to be unobserved. When T at length advocated and fanght them in the
school, one of my colleagues, | beard, pronouneed it nonsense or wovse in his
lecttre ; ond at the College of Physicians [ heard a senior fellow, in a Croomian
lecture, dencunce the folly of earrying s piece of wood {zome called the stethos.
cope inutile Hynwm) ioto sick chambers and waking ohservations to the destruc-
tion of all philosophical and dignified views, such as become men whose minda
have been eularged by the education which Ouford and Cambridge afford. When
another fellow of the College (Dr. Chambers) was asked his opinion of ausculta-
tian, iu the wards of his hospital, ke at once, as | was informed by the pentleman
who asked the question, condemned it s nonseuse ; and when told ¢ that Elliotson
asstired liis friends that he had a high opinion of it and made his diagnosis of
affections of the chest with infinitely more acouracy by its means,’ he replied,—
* Oh! it's just the thing {for Elliotson to rave about!”  Yel good sense and truth
Lave prevailed. This physiclan bas now a work pn anscoltetion dedicated to
bim, 23 to oue who kad the cundour to examine auscultation at an early period,
whet others despized it, and who materially sasisted to spread its adeption!
Even Dr, Spurzheim wes as unphilosophical op this point, as others were in
regard to phrenclogy.  Onzeeing o stethoscope ome day (in 1824) upon my table,
be said,—* Ah ! do you use that hocus poeus!”  Aud on my replying that it was
highty important to employ the ear, he added, * You leara nothing by it ; and if you
do, you cannot treat disesses the better.’ Both which remarks were ingorrect,
and shewed an unhappy state of mind, An old physician, on secing me use the
stethoscope, hegan var consultation by informing the practitionsr, whom he bad
never seen before, and myself, that be ‘ never wade use of these Franch fooleries.”
Yet ignorance of percussion and anscultation is pow considered a sufficient peool
thet ¢ man knows but half bis profession, spd Lizennec’s namae hes become
imperishable,”’—Human Physinlogy, pp. 398-9.

The first eourt physicinn of his day—the late Sir Heary Halford—who bad
been pbysicisn to 1 know not bow many of our wonarchs, and other metnbers of
the Royal Family without namber, as well as to nearly sl our aristocracy, died
in eatire ignotance of the use of the stetboscope, though President of the Reyal
College of Physicians. Whether the present President, Dr. Paris, in whose
presidency and in whose presence the four suecessive discreditable outpourings of
Dirs. Hawkins, Wilson, and Alderson (the latter in lecture and oration), were ven-
tured upon, knows anything about it, [ am not prepared to say : but [ know that
for very many years he spoke incessantly and restlessly against it as an sbsurdity.



Conduct of the President of the College of Physicians. 271

practitioner will venture to express a doubt of its truth or
utility, or to appear ignorant of it: no Harveian orator will
veuture to vilify its supporters, nor will any oceasion be given
for a supporter of it to point out the gross antimesmeric
language of an orator, as [ did in the mildest manner to the
President, Dr. Paris, when Dr. Hawkins called us quacks,
tmposiore, the favouriles of males and females whose serual
passions burn strongly, either in secrel or notoriously, decency
SJorkidding him, he said, {o be more explicif. The President,
Dr. Paris, took no notice of my letter for three months: I
then in the mildest manner wrote again, requesting to know
whether my letter had been received : and he replied that he
had received it, but declined to take part in any controversy
on mesmerism, Ie refused all redress: Drs, Wilson and
Alderson knew consequently that they might follow Dr,
Hawking’s example with impunity. The following is the ac-
count of the whole affair published in No. XXIV,, pp. 404,
406 1 —

“1 immediately wrote the following letter to the Presi-
dent:

* Dr. Elliotson, as a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians,
nresents his compliments and begs to direet the attention of the
g'resident to the following portion of the Harveian Oration just re-
ceived by him from Dz, Franeis Hawkias.

‘7 Quin etiam vitia, sive iofirmitates hominum, wonne aueu-
pantar, et gusestui habent, alii alla, Circumforanei? Dc genere
hoe, preestigiatores, quos vocant, Mesmerici, ni fallor, iis preecipue
arrident, quos, utrigsque sexus, Mater smva Cupidinum aut cecis
urit ignibus, aut palam exagitat, Sed ex quibus hoec sebintelligi
potest, ea pudoris ergo, sunt reticenda. Ab his, et talibus artificiis,
segregandus est Medicns et sepiendus sedule, Quod vix preestari
potest, nisi vecta et bona imstitutione, ita informetur, ut a dolis et
fallaciis prorsus abhorreat.’

“Dy. Elliotson is vuiversally known to bave asserted the truth of
the greater part of the mesmeric phenomena and of their production
by artificial raeans, as well as the inestimable advantage of mes-
merism in the alleviation and core of diseases and the prevention of
pain in surgieal operations, and to have done this in his Harveian
Oration, and continually to prescribe, and sometimes, though always
gratnitously, to practise, mesmerism.

“ August 9, 18487

T received no answer for three months, and then thought
it time to address the following note to the President :—
 Dr. Elliotson presents his compliments and takes the liberty of

vequesting to be informed whether the President of the Royal College
of Physicians received a note from him in Angust last, pointing out
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some passages in the last Harveian Oration relating to mesmerists,
of whom he is universally known to be one,
“ Nov, 15,

“I received this reply :(—
** Dover Sireet, No. 16, 1848,
** Dr. Paris presents his compliments and informs Dr. Elliotson
that he did receive from him, in August last, a note in which he
directed his attention to some passages relating to mesmerism in Dr.
Hawkins's Harveian Oration, but as Dr. Paris must decline becoming
a party to any controversy upon the subject, whatever opinion he
may entertain privately, it is his delermination to aet with that im-
partiality which led to De. Elliotson’s appeintment to the oration.”
“To this I wrote the following reply :—
¢ Dr. Elliotson presents his compliments te the President of the
Royal College of Physicians of London, and begs to remark that he
did oot request the President’s attention to passages of Dr. Irancis
Hawking's Oration relating to mesmerism, or of a controversial cha-
racter, for there are noue such; but te passages relating to mes-
meriats, of whom he, = Fellow of the College, bas for ten years
openly been one—passages stigmatizing mesmerists as quacks and
impostors augd the especial favourites of both males and females whose
sexual passions are secretly or notoriously violent, respecting which
point Dr. Hawkins declared that deceacy forbad him to say more,
“ Conduit Street, Nov. 17, 18487
““To this I have received no reply. The matter is now
for posterity.
“ Jorn Erriorzon.
* Dee, 30, 18187

Had the medical man who was called in by the mistress
of the servapt-maid not been discreditably ignorant of mes-
merism, he would not have blistered and physicked the poor
git. In such cases, blisters, cupping-glasses, purgatives
and other drugs, are the ridiculous routine which suggests
itself to the doctor. He could sec nothing more than hy-
steria, DBut is he fully acquainted with ail the forms of
hysteria ? In hysteria there are sometimes more wonderful
things than arc suspected by practitioners.* In states induced
by mesmeric processes these wonders are usual. Commen
hysteria and the mesmeric states ave very different things.
The present patient should at the first have been steadily
mesmerised iuto a deep sleep, allowed to remain in it till it
ceased spontaneously, and again and agaiu been sent to sleep

* Bee the woses, for example, recorded by Dr, Perctin of Lyons, in which
iie higher ph:nomena of mesmerism took place. I exlracted thew into No, XL,
rt. 2.
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till she woke in a ¢alm state of her own accord.  She instine-
tively begeed for sicep—begged to “ have the sleep finished.”
It requires immense perseveranee sometimes to produce mes-
meric effects in these states. In ap article upon mesmeric
disturbances published hy me in 1849, in No. XXVII,, in
which I eollected many most interesting fucts, 1 gave direc-
tions for the treatment of such cases at p. 246 :(—

*“The proper way to remove disturbauces from the absence of
the mesmeriser or the proximity of othersis for all but the mes-
meriser to withdraw, aud the mesmeriser to appronch the patient,
take his hand, and continue to hold it and soothe him by every mark
of kindness. If attempts to mesmerise de not irritate, they may
be made: but frequentf; whether the state be marked by delirivm,
vinlent or not, or merry, or by fatnity or stupor, the patient is for a
time apparently gquite insnsceptible of true mesmerie influence.
From time to time atiempts to mesmerise him may be made by his
mesmeriser. If sleep is induced, and meintained by the mes-
meriser's contact or continved gazing, passing, &ec., the patient
may wake up in his natural state: but frequent%y relapses occur for
a time. The deeper the sleep the better: and any means koown to
deepen it in the particolar patient should be employed. T have seen
some of these mishaps, und they have a1l been soon removed, though
T can eonceive that if a person is strongly predisposed to insanity, or
idiotey, or fits, terror thus induced may give rise to any of them
more or less permanently, just as terror from other canses is known
to prodace them. There Is occcasionally so much depression, pale-
ness, faintness, and feebleness of pulse in these cases, that, during
the ocenrrence and afterwards, wine is required and borne in quanti-
ties which could not be horne ot other times. It in geaers] nggra-
vates the symptoms if snother person attempt to assist, unless he
has mesmerised the patient on other occasions, or is liked by the
patient in the natural state: and it often aggravates even then.
Decidedly nothing can be worse in a case of mesmeric dislike than
for others to go up to the patient and try to soothe him : and yet all
generally surround the patient and iry all sorts of means; and pro-
bably a medical man, ignorant of mesmerism, proposes bleeding,
cupping, purging, &c., when the mesmeriser has only to keep all at
a distance, fake the patient's hand, and above all to §reathe (oot
blow) very suftly upon the patient, especially on his face and besom,
ta speak kindiy, and he will at last see all come right. Public ex-
hibitions must in many ceses derange mesmeric phenomena, especially
if strangers approach and behave ill.” -

When observation and eautious trial shew that others, or
one other person, are borne by him, their presence should be
gradually enjoined, and the operator should be separated
from him as sopn as this can be horne without irritation, so
that the attachment may gradually die away.

The preseut case was one of mesmeric attachment, as
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shewn by the patient following the mesmeriser about, and of
a disturbance of the nervous system produced by the operator
leaving the patient when in the mesmeric sleep-waking
and mesmernic attachment, and aggravated by the means
employed to rouse and benefit her. She thus was strongly
attracted but at the same time dreaded her mesmeriser, fan-
cying her eyes lke balls of fire, and not daring to go down
stairs till she was gone. The coexistence of such feelings is
possible. Even love and hatred of the same person, endear-
ment and eruelly, are compatible,

The present case corrcborates what I long ago felt satis-
fied of from observation—+that the mesmeric attachment is
simply attachment. It occurred here in a female towards 2
female, In the interesting mesmeric case at Brighton re-
corded by Mr. Parsons,* it occurred in a youth towards that
gentlemen. In Master Salmon it acenrred towards me: but
if any other person, male or female, mesmerised him, it
occurred towards that individual, and he repelled me strongly.
Nay, if one person mesmerised half of him, and another
person the other half, both persons males or both females,
or one a male and the other a female, one half of him was
attached to the mesmeriser of that side and of that side
only, and repelled the other person.t In these cases there
may be the greatest disparity of years between the patient
apd the mesmerizer—the patient may De a child. In all
these cases, there is a horror of all or most other persons,
male and female. Irn one of my patients, a young lady,

** Whose attachment in the mesmeric state was so violent and so
exclusive, that she always insisted on holding my hand; was dis-
plessed, when even apparently in a very deep sleep, if I spoke to
others; appeared to hear nothing said by others, thovgh what was
said might be caleulated to render her unable to restrain herself
from shewing that she heard it; appeared not to hear any noise,
however loud, sudden, or disagresable, made by others, unless she
mistock it for a noise reade by me ; would allow nobody but myszelf to
be at a short distance from her, nor more than two, sometimes not
more than one, besides inyself, to be in the room, nor allow any other
aniral, even a bird, to be near her; nor allow me to mention any other
person, nor even a living brute. 8She was angry if [ mentioned her
father or sister, both whom she desily loved when awake ; if I men-
tioned g dog, bird, fish, n fly, or even the mites of cheese, us alive: but
if 1 spoke of birds or fishes &s dishes, and thevefore no longer alive,
she experienced no annoyanee. Jenlousy could not be earried ta a
higher pitch.”—No. IX., p. 53,

* No. XXIV., pp. 349—352.
T This besutiful case is detsiled in No. XXXIV,, &%e., p. 178. References to
muny such wiil be found there.




Atkachment most inordinale somelimes, 275

Their proximity, if known, creates uneasiness: the con-
tact of their hands absolutely distresses. The moment Master
James Salmon was throwa into the mesmeric state by me, he
could not endure the touch of another person’s hand by his
own, thongh he could bear another person to touch his arm
through his clothes: he implored any oue who touched him
to desist. In Master Henry Adlard, this pecnliarity extended
to things touched by others : nay, it occurred in reference to
things touched by the haif of the mesmeriser not correspond-
ing with his own.

*T have one, whe, though always in a silent sleep without speak-
ing, becomes uncomfortable and wakes if I cease to hold his hand ;
and will not bear the touch of a stranger, nor the cootact of metals
previously touched by another; and, though he often grasps my
hand, he lets it go if T converse with or touch others: nay, each half
of his brain experiences affection distivetly ; for he often grasps one
of my hands with cne of his while the other continues perfeetly indif-
ferent. When both halves of his brain are experiencing affection,
his right balf has an affection for only my right half snd his left for
my left, as shewn by his grasping my right with his right and taking
no notice of it with liis left, and my left with his left, bat taking no
potice of it with his right; nay, by his withdrawing his right angrily
from my left if I touch it with sy left, and his left from my right if
Iouch it with my right; and, what is more wonderful, his right
hand will sot endure the contact of gold first held in my left hand or
his left hand, nor his left endare the eontact of gold first held in my
right Liaod or bis right hand. If, while his hands are grasping each
of my corresponding hands, another person touches me anywhere, or
if T bring my two hands in contact at the smallest point, the end of
a finger for example, he lets go my hands with apgry indifference.
All this I may remark happens equally when snch care is taken as to
render his seeing or hearing by any of the five ordinary senses what
is done absolutely impossible,”—Ne, IX,, p. 53,

The pleasure in the proximity or contact of the mes-
meriser is clearly not sesual feeling at all. I saw this fact
very many years ago, and all 1 have witnessed since has con-
tinued to prove it. I am more than ever anxious to insist
upon this because an elementary mesmeric hook has been
published in which an incorrect view is taught. At the
same time, if a loose individnal is mesmenised, 1mproper feel-
ings may present themselves: but they are not mesmerice,
and they arise from the individual’'s character and the oppor-
tunity afforded for it to come out: just as may and sometimes
does take place in the confidence of medical or of religious
attendance. I have steadily refused to ruesmerise any female
of the soundness of whose principles and habits I was noet per-
fectly satisfied. This is a duty which every mesmeriser owes
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to the holy cause of mesmerism. Again; an honourable
sexual attachment may spring up from mesmerism, as it may
from any other professional attendance or any close and fre-
guent intercourse with one of the other sex: and a happy mar-
riage has taken place between a mesmeriser and his patient.

All this is a different matter from that peculiar suscep-
tibility of satisfaction from the mesmeriser, and of misery from
other persons, that I have portrayed.

In my asticle, already quoted, upon mesmerie disturh-
ances, I gave my observations upon clairvoyance : and, lest any
one should imagine that, because a patient belicves he sees or
heurs spiritual beings, and perhaps receives his clairvoyant
information from thern, this is any proof of such beings ma-
nifesting themselves to him, or a proof of any opinions which
he may express on supernatural matters, I will take the
liberty of quoting it :—

*“The existence of a mesmeric fluld is pure hypothesis, The
phenomena may depend upon a pecoliar matter, or upon a pecaliar
state of some matter which is the source of other phenomena of
nature. I thiok it best always to speak of plienomena only, and to
say power, property, or force, which gives rise to them., We hnve no
pruof of & vervous fluid, an clectric Auid, u sonl, &e. The respective
phenomena of mesmerism, electricity, heat, life common to vege-
talles and nnimals, and the mental phenomens of iotellect, feeling,
and will of the animal kingdom, may result from properties of ordi-
dary matter peculiarly circumstanced, and, in the case of living be-
ings, peculiarly composed, organized, and circomstanced in regard
to external circumstances, or may depend upon a peeuliar matter in
ordisary matter; but we see them only as phenomena of ordinary
matter, and the pecoliar matter is imaginary only. As to what
elairvoyants say, they may say what they like on matters where
there is no means of ascertaining whether they are right or wrong.
The phenomena of light seem to depend opon the vibrations of some
matter: but what this is, and whether the same holds good of the
other phenomena of heat, eleetrieity, gravitation, life, mind, in vari-
ous circumstances, we know not. We have no right to spesk of
these but as the result of conditions of common matter,”

¢ The declarations of mesmerised patients thought to he elair-
voyant upon these matters is not worth s moment’s consideration.
I am satisfied of the truth of clairvoyance—of an occewlt power of
foreknowing changes in the patient’s own health that are not cog-
nizable to others; of knowing things distant 2nd things past; and
sometimes, though rarely, events to come, Bat I am sure that most
clairvoyaats imagine much, speak the impressicos of their natural
state or of those about them, and tay be led to any fancy. Some
talk Bwedenborgianism: some Roman Catholicism: some Calvinism:
some Deism: some Atheism: some preseribe homceopathy, some
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allopathy.  Cerebral sympalby--a fact tefally uuknown to the
medical world, is continually mistaken for clairvoyence, and the
opinions of patients may thus be sympathetically those of their mes-
merisers, They will deceive from vanity or love of money or even of
fun. Many patients pretend to the power who have it not at all,
and those really possessed of it in spme degree or other pretend to it
when it is not in action. I first noticed this in 1838, and have seen
it every month from that to the present time,”

In a note wpon clairvoyant dreams in No. XLI., p. 80:—

 Certain excitement of various porticns of the brain, if not of
ather divisions of the nervous systemn, gives the appearance of un-
existing or absent beings and inanimate objects, gives the impression
of nareal sounds, tastes, smells, and feelings,—to use the term feel-
ings in the signification of all sensations included in the generic word
toneh,  Any of these phenomena may oecur singly, or in combing-
tion with one or more of the others, or with different diseases of the
nervons system. A matman may believe their reality, as he does
the renlity of all his faacies; and so may a person not mad but ig-
norant—auanacquainted with their troe nature, which is diseased
vervous action.  The ignorant suppose such appearances of beings
to be supernatural beings or real souls of terrestrial men separzted
from the body for the moment. However, the appearanee of theic
clothes, of books, and of all the other inanimate objects, is not to
be so explained,—mnot by supernatural elothes, books, trees, &e., &e.,
nor by separated souls of clothes, of hooks, trees, &c.: snd these
appearances may he produced by narcotic poisons, blows on the head,
indigestible food, &e., &c., and be dispelled by emeties, bleeding,
&e., &e. Clairvoyance is sometimes, but not necessarily, attended
by this sort of hallucination—by an appearance or impression of some
unrenl being or inanimate cbject, which seams to make the commu-
nication. In the highest form of the sleep-wakiog of the elder
Qkey, wheb she had a degree of elairvoyance and yresented such an
extatic appearance as oo one could assnme, she fancied her commu-
nications, whether true clairvoyance or illusion is not the present
question, were made by a beautifi] negro.  If a guestion was asked
Ler, she was ohserved to whisper as if to some one with her—then
te panse, as if receiving an answer, —and then to answer the ques-
tion. This idea 1 traced to her having seen a handsome young New
Zealand Chief, brought to the hoespital by Mr. Gibbon Wakefield to
witness her phenomena. Iler sister Jane at one time fell into an
analogous state withont any true clairvovance, and she fanried she
saw a geatleman, Subsequent reading informed me that these deli-
rious ideas were often recorded by authors who have described the
cases of clairvoyants that fell under their own ohservation, At the
very time the twn Okeys were in University College Flospital, a young
lady was in an analogous condition at Neufehitel under Dr, Castell,
and subsequently at Aix in Savoy under the care of Dir, Despine,
senior, whe has detsiled her most interesting case.”

*The peculiar modes of detection mentioned in No, XXIV., pp.

VOL. XII, L
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338—40, 2s employed by Mr. Parson’s youth, appear to me to be
the result of an insane condition: and his mode of telling the time
by an imaginary dial, p. 338, to be the result of at least eccentricity.
I eonceive that Frank had an extrsordinary faculty of judging of
time, but went through certain unnecessary processes, which, how-
ever, he sometimes made necessary, and yet not always, for he
sometimes judged zceurately withont them (No. XXIV., p. 3565 and
perhaps 353).”

To shew that no reader need be alarmed at my assertion
that we have nc proof of a nerveus fluid, an electrie, or a
soul, I refer to my note in No, XXXIX., pp. 313-40: and
to No. XL., p. 430:—

“* We have always contended that maa is a material body, en-
dowed with certain properties or powers, existing from a certain com-
position in certain ecircumstances: and that, when he dies, he &y
nature ends for ever: but that the Christian docteine declares he will
enjoy imumortality,—will live again, not in virtne of his nature, but
by a miracle, {sce Nos, ITI., p. 288; XIL, pp. 421-G; XXIL, p.
112; XXIX,, pp. G8-9; XXXIV,, pp. 123-6; XXXIX., pp. 313-
5); and Bishop Law, it will be seen at p. 314, says, © Bat neither
do these words, nar any other, so far as I can find, ever stand for a
purely immalerial principle in man, or a substanee, whatever soine
imagiae they mean by that word, wholly sepavable from, and inde-
pendent of, the body.” When be lives again, the Seripture declares
that, his condition will be different, To us it is incomprehensible :
we have not faculties to comprehend it: but it is termed spivitual.
What iz natural must be learnt from experience and reasoning on
experience: what is supernatural, as a future state, must be helieved
on supernatural anthonty.”

VYII. A few supplementary remarks upon * Mesmerism proved
true, and the Quarterly Reviewer Reviewed, by the Rev,
Chauncy H. Towushend.” By Ant1-Grogrioso,

i Ln Jeunesse,
¢ Mais, pardi, quasd, mue chose est vraie ¥ '
« Don Bartholp.
+{ Quand one chose est yraie! Si je ne veux pas qu'elle soit vraie, je pri.
tendy bien qu'elie ne avif pag vraie"¥—Beaumtrehais, vol, L., p, 456

TO THE EDITORS OF THE ZOI=T.

July, 1854,
GenTLEMEN,—The more I look into Mr. Townshend’s

¥ U Lo Jounesse,
7 But, what, when a thing is true
v Dan Barifindo.
“fWhen a thing is true! T1f T don't wish a thing to be true,  afwayw
prefend it is not trie! ’
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book, the more do I agrce with your apinion respecting it,
The ability with which it is written, the tact and knowledge
of the subject displayed, the soundness of the logic, and the
gentlemanly pleasantry interspersed throughout, all combine
to render it 5 most instructive, and at the same time a most
agreeable work 1 feel somewhat competent to offer this
Judgment respecting it, having myself travelled over the
same road that the author has, and with the same object in
view; in other words, having examined the article in The
Quarterly Review on Mesmerism, with the intention of dis-
secting it critically. Indeed, could T have known that so
accomplished z writer as Mr. Townshend was addressing him-
self to the task, I should have hesitated hefore I presented
my crude remarks to the consideration of your readers*
However, the Quarterly Reviewers, both through impudence
and ignorance, exposcd so large a surface for fAagellation, that
there was ample space afforded for two good scourgings.
It is a satisfuction to observe, that the parts which 1 selected
for the task, were not so much those upen which my coad-
jutor in the good work applied the whip. The castiga-
tion, which he has inflicted, is of no common order. And so
desirable do I deem it to keep his able comments before the
public, that copious as was the review of the book in The
Zuist, 1 venture to draw attention to sundry most interesting
passages, which the length of your paper evidently did not
allow you to introduce. Mr. Townsheund, in short, writes so
ably and so pleasautly, that his boock well merits a second
notice.

I was glancing the ether day over those two lively come-
dies, which were written by Beaumarchais a short time pre-
vious to the great French revolution, and from one of which
the motto affixed to this paper is taken. 1 waunted to find
ont, what it was which created such intense sensation upon
their representation. For to judge from the deseription, that
is given by some French historians, of their cffect upon the
feelings of the Parisians, these comedies must have somewhat
accelerated the advent of that tremendous convulsion which
shook all Europe to its foundation ; and I was therefore pre-
pared to meet with opinions, both social and political, of a
most portentous tendeney ; but T discovered nothing of the
kind. The comedies, indeed, are very animated productions,
containing a great deal of smart dialogue and amusing re-
partee ; but scarcely anything appears in them of what in

* See Sfray Notes upon the article on Mesmierism in the Quarterly Review.—
Zoist, Vol. X1., p. 308,
v
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our days would be called political. Their popularity evidently
arose in great meusure from the opposition which the court of
Louvis XVI. offered to their representation, Had those in
power possessed the wisdom of being silent ov neatral, these
revolutionary dramas would soon have found their level, and
been merely remarkable for the contrast which they preseuted
to the formal and dignified style that then prevailed oo the
stage. As it was, their representation set all Paris in an up-
roat. But though I did not exactly find what was expected,
there was, en revanche, a good deal of sparkling wit, scattered
liere aud there, which to a degree repaid me for my jost time,
The writer was a man keenly alive to the pomwposities and
pedantries of his day. He appreciated at its full value the
sclf-ilmportance of the would-be dicfafor in science,—of the
man, for exempls, who because he knows some things well,
deems himself therefore entitled to pronounce authoritatively
upon things respecting which he knows little or nothing,
How admirably would Beaumarchais have shewn up a great
professor and lecturer, railing at the ignorance and imperfect
education of his fellows, Decause they dissent from his preci-
pitate conelusions on a subject of inquiry that is diffienlt of
explanation. Flow thoroughly would he have understood the
materials of which Quarterly Beviewers are occasionally con-
stituted : and how Le would have pierced through the anti-
mesmeric iwnpcence of Sir Henry Holland and Dr. Carpenter.
Our motto at the head of this letter hits off these philosophers
to a nicety, v regard to their recent physiological researches,
“ But, pardi, quand une chose est vraie, when a thing is true,”’
The Zpist may be supposed to say to one of these honesty-
loving writers; for instance, * when a blind man or an infant,
or 2 patient by manipulations behind his back, are put to
sleep, how do you explein these facts by your hypothesis of
suggestion ?  “ Oh, when we don’t wish a thing to be true,”
they reply, “ we pretend ignorance of iis existence; when we
meet with facts in mesmerism that inconveniently upset our
theories, we take no nofice of the transaction; and that is
the manner by which we contrive to write books and articles
on physiology.” Now that is the very language which Beau-
marchais puts into the mouth of one of his characters. Dr,
Bartholo never knows anything of which it 1s convenient for
him to affect an ignorvance. Dr. Bartholo can assume the
most accommodating blindness wheu the oceasion suits him.
Dr. Bartholo can put on the most bland and virtuous inno-
cence, and pen a book and propound a theory, with ihe use
of only those materials which accord with his own conelusions.
And it is because Mr. Townshend’s recent book sa admirably
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unmasks this literary hypoerisy, and exposes the shallowness
of argument by which sundry medical writers sustain their
dishonest views, that we again venture to recommend its
perusal to all believers in mwesmerism, :

In regard to this term “ Suggestion,” which has now be-
come the favourite phrase of the anti-mesmerists, Mr. Town-
shend writes with = real philosophy. There is & depth and
searching correctness in his observations, which prove that
he has closely examined our nature and the workings of our
brain, He shews what the true character of Suggestion is,
or rather what is not Suggestion. He shews that it acts
generally indirectly.  And be shews that the Reviewers have
misapplicd the term, and framed a species of imaginary sug-
gestion to suit their own views nnd argument. The whole
passage is well deserving of careful study, for it goes to the
root of the subject: a few extracts only can be given—

»

‘“ But view Suggestion in a wider range, we come to a veiled pod-
dess,—a mystery, which resumes the whole question of man’s exist-
enice,~—a secret which is to be appreached with awe, and serutinized
with reverence. Before her impenetrable shriue, genius and philo-
sophy bave bowed their heads. To define exactly what she is, has
tasked the powers of metaphysiciuns. Even the name of this Isis
has been matter of deep deltheration., Sometimes as suggestion, at
others, as association, she meets the ear.

“ But Reviewers

* Rush in where angels dare oot tread.’

“In what an easy, dashing, off-hand manner, does the writer of
the article on Biology and Mesmerism, pounce upon and dispose of
the mystery of our being. Fearlessly he founders on, no matter
whether in his depth, or out of his depth, seizes on poor Suggestion
in her most vulgar form, bottles her, as 8ir Astley Cooper would
have bottled an anstomical preparation, in spiritu eini, and trium-
phantly helds her up to view in her pest moriem glory.

“And T wil tell you why.

“The Mesmerists,” and still more, the Biologists’ commands to
his patient, ook [ife direct suggestion; and with this superficial
resemiblance the Reviewer (faute de mienx) is fain to take up.

“ For he wants direct suggestion, and why should he demur about
sieh a trifle as that Suggestion mostly acts in an dudirect way? He
first makes it, and then takes it; a compendions mode of desling,
peculinrly his own., He clips and frames his azioms to the oceasion,
-—*pro re nafe'—as the doctors say. But, unluckily, Buggestion.
of any kind, direct ot indirect, will not stand at the hiead of a theory,
for this plain reason. It is not & principle, but a law of action, It
does nof originete, it guides, How Suggestion is suggested, is a pro-
blem in itself which resumes the whole of cur being. 1t is properly
a vital phenomenen; the very breath of the rational soul. ... But
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the Reviewer applies the word Suggestion indiscriminately to any
power of impulsion, or state of seosation, &t one and the same time,
both cause and effect. How much is there on this subject to explain
and to guard, to state clearly, and define logically, which the Reviewer
chooses to ignore.

** How carefully should we distinguish between internal and ex-
ternal Suggestion; terms which the Reviewer mentions indeed, but
which he woefully confounds.

** Yet, more cautiously should we draw the line between normal
and sbnormal Suggestion ; and again, between normal and abnormal
methods of indueing a suggestive state,

“ Gliding away, like the scuttle-fish, in a cloud of his own ink,
the Reviewer does net touch the true question at all, which is, how
Suggestion, thai subile thing, is aboormally suggested, and held
down, directed, and controlled by alien will.

“The fact is, that to an honest view the Suggestion of common
life, and the abnormal suggestion of mesmerism and biology, have
very little in common. It is a dicfafed soggestion that is the mar-
vel: aud on this the Reviewer bas thrown no light. , . . But when
wo come to the notion of suggesting sleep, the absurdity decpens.
Neither at other’s bidding, nor our own, comes the capricious god.
In spite of placing before our fancy, hiclogicalty,

‘A flock of sheep that lefsurely pass by

(e after ong,’
in spite of counting to A thousand, we are a thousand miles away
from the manageable state in which we may suggest ourselves into
slantber,

* All this is so palpable, that our Reviewer does, in fact, betray
a latent, seise of weakness in his theory, by the mauser in which he
tries to patch it up with other thivgs, e gives us dissertations on
Sugpestion, Abstraction avd Reverie, but not one word as to the
wonder how these states are prompted, gwided and governed by
extraneous human command,”—pp. 13—1I17.

The above must surely be regarded as very sound and
pliillosophical writing Tt shews that Mr, Townshiend has
dived into the very heart of the subject. His reasoning is
not of that superficial, «d ceptenduwn nature, which suits a
popular review, that we take up for 2 halt-hour’s desultory
reading and then throw aside for ever; but is made of that
stern stuff, which will admit of repeated examination.

The following passage, too, is very clear and satisfactory.

#The Reviewer founds much on the assertion, that recent events,
{such as Electro-Biology, Hypuotism, &c.,) have greatly facilitated
the examination of mesmerism. The course of his argument is this,
A large number of the same phenowmenz which appear uader mes-
metism may be developed under Hypnotism, Biofogy, &e. Now
Hypuotism and Brology de not claiin to make use of & hidden agency.
Therefore in Mesmerism there is no hidden agency.
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*There is immense fallacy in all this. The reasoning is wrongly
based. It proceeds upon two assumptions, namely, that like things
are identical, and that similar things have identical causes. But did
the Heviewer forget the peet’s philosophic line,

t Like, but ok ! how different.’

Apparently he did, botb in theory and practice—for all he adduces
is “like, but oh! how different,” to what it should be. But super-
ficinl resemblances mislead superficial observers. You caunot, in
matters of sensation, earry out the mathematical axiom, ** things that
are equat to the same are equal to one another ;" for this reason, vital
phenomena are not straight lines, and are never utterly similar,
though, like the leaves on trees, they may appear so. Indeed, if the
lemma were once admitted that ¢ similarity constitutes identity,” what
confusion would ensue in every art, in every science. Little has the
Reviewer perceived how far every one of the bases, which he has nsed
to confound mesmerism, would go to make a muddle of the whole of
hurean life.”—p. 36.

Among the facts, which anti-mesmerists bave conveniently
chosen to ignore, are those connected with the mesmerisation
of the lower animals, Iu their case Imagination or Sugges-
tion could play no part. So far back as 1839, Dr. John
Wilson, physician at that time to the Middlesex Hospital,
published a small pamphlet, called, Trials of Animal Magnel-
2sm on the Brufe Creation. These trials related to some ex-
periments which he himself made with several of the wildest
animals at the Zoological gardens. The results were most
decisive; and it is strange, how writers opposed to mesmerism,
have continued to place on one side the facts contained in Dr.
Wilson's pamplilet. No ellusion, as far as I am aware, has
ever been roade to those experiments; at least, not by any of
the receut controversinlists, Sir H. Holland, for instance,
passes them over with his usual soft and arcadian simplicity.
Soch facts would damage most impertinently the one grand
idea that forms the basis of “ Human Physiology.” Other
writers have imitated their prototype’s prudent tacituraity.
Suggestion is we know their ruling nation; and Sivr Heary
has “suggested” to them the wisdom of being sitent, on points
where language could not successfully conceal their secret
inevitahle convictions. And yet, since Dr. Wilson published
lits pamphlet, other facts of a similar nature have taken place;
the narrative of which has appeared in The Zoisl. Still a
politic silence has yet prevailed. And therefore it is that, in
reply to the Suggestionists, Mr. Towaoshend preduces some
curious facts which Lave come under his own cognizance,

¢ To obtain proper evidence of the existence of a peculiar medium,
Yet a doubter begin by trytug the passes where suggestior cannot he



281 A4 mesmeric medium necessary.

aa fngredient in the case, Let him mesmerise babies, if he wmill, 1
have seen even an idio! infunt, who never otherwise slept, thrown in
five minutes, into & mesmeric sleep so sound, that it was tost about
and thrown on a bed without the possibility of waking it. Or, let
any one make experiments on brutes, above all on birds, 1 lave
had, in two instances, birds which were so easily affected by mes-
merism that the head followed the finger, even when held out of sight,
as irou follows the magnet.  One of the birds, when once pnt to
sleep, as it was thoreughly by mesmeric action, could be tost into
the air, and caught again in the hand like a ball. This was & specics
of tom-tit. The other, & nightingale, was still more susceptible. It
could be mesmerised by the eye of any person with whom it was
familiar; and would, if fisedly looked i, even from across a rovm,
stretch out its wings level with the table on which it might be pereh-
ing, close its eyes, and so, in that state, manifest attraction of the
head to the homan hand, from side to side.

¢ That every bivd sheuld be so sensitive to the human influence
is indeed not to be expected. DLrvery tyro, whether he try to mes-
merise birds or men, must make up bis mind to many failures, but
in this he will ouly be like any other neophyte on any other subjext,

*Dogs are difficult to mesmerise because of thelr natural watch-
fulness; but fish are easily gffected.  Fish kept in glass bowls will
recogoize the hands of particular persons, and scem to have pleasure
in being taken ocut of the water by them; while on the contrary
no amount of habit reconciles them to being touched or even ap-
proached by eertpin other hands. I once restored to animation hy
mesmeric passes several fish that had been apparently killed by
shocks from an immense horse-shoe magnet, which was used in a
lecture on terrestrinl magnetism; and these fish, the lecturer assured
me, would have never revived in oriinary circumstances.”—p. 102,

Such facts as these, which are wentioned on Mr. Town-
shend’s own authority, are su convincing, that no mesmeriser
doubts the existence of some external agent : this is the point,
however, on which from the begmniog the Quarierly Reviewer
tries to throw discredit. Auod therefore I ask, why are these
alleged facts not cxamined? 1If they be true, they prove
spmething : if they be not true, what constitutes their false-
hood? The incompetency of the witnesses? Upon this point,
we should be glad of an answer. DBut i our witnesses cannot
be taxed either with incompetency or with falsehood, how will
the explanatory theory of the Quarterly Reviewers apply in
this matter of the lower animals? TFor our opponents, it will
be rermmembered, have theorized: they admit cur facts, but
offer a theory in explanation. Now (as Mr. Townshend ob-
serves in his preface,) this is a fact of great significance. It
is evident that owr phenowena are so hoportant and remark-
able, as to drive the Anti-Mesmerists to Theory; it is also
evident that, by rejecting our Theory, they are driven out of
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their eatrenchments into a very weak and exposed position.
We have the thing in black and white; and as the The Quar-
terly Review may be considered a resumé of all that can be
most subtly urged against Mesmerism, and is no doubt the
best that can be said on the side of our cpponents, we behold
the utmost of which prejudice is capable. And this fact, our
author well remarks, “is an era in the history of that world-
wide thing, Mesmerism.”

On the subject of Theory, it strikes we that thereis a
freshness and originality in the following observations of Mr.
Townshend.

“ There is » cant of the day aboat Theorics,—a cant which our
practice contradicts. Al are erying out, “Give us facts—no theo-
ries!  Yet every body really does theorize for himself. To reason,
to deduce is the prerogative of man; and we, iu truth, take every
faet, however mysterious, in ¢onnexion with a presumed cause. A
visible phenomenoo forces on us the conviction that there is behind
it an adequate agency, even though that agency be oceult. Every
fact is a theory, if we did but know it.  The fall of an apple ineludes
the system of the universe, Now, in Mesmerism, every fair judge
kas before his eyes. phenomena induced wpon one human being by
the action of another, while at the same time this action takes effect
in such a way as to render a medium of communication between the
two beings as much a thing of certainty as terrestrial magnetism is
when established by the motion of a needle near a magnet, Some
wise heads indeed recur mustily to the old dictum that we munst not
call in & pew agency, when what nre called (and how foolishly ealled !}
Anomwon causes suffice.  Buot, in the case of Mesmerism, these said
koown causes will nof suffice. To prove this, 1 will relate what has
just aceucred at a séance at my house near Lausanne.”’—p. 140.

Mr. Townshend then describes a series of mesmeric expe-
riments of a most iuteresting nature, which were conducted
nnder the direction of Mr. Regazzoni, a mesmeriser frowm
Bergamo in Italy. These experiments produced on all svho
witnessed them the most thorough conviction that there exists
in mesmerism, an occult agency, independent of Suggestion ;
however, the deseription is too long for insertion, but every
ong, who feels an interest in this question, will be well repaid
by a perusal. Mr. Townshend recurs to the subject of a
“Theory” towards the close of his hook,

** We have phenomena before us, wod the buman mind (even ns
the attempt in the Quarferly proves) secks for a solution of those
phenomena. But an inadequate Theory is a5 inadmissible as medio-
erity in poetry. It is not natural, for sature deals out her powers
with a lavish hand. . . . Now the Mesmeric Theory, which briefly is,
*the human influence acting through a medium,” is amply adequate
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to our exigencies, with this beautiful peculiarity : it is never hurtful.
It suffices, bat it does vot havm. Let us remark too that the Mes-
meric Theory is bot an expressicn of facts, What proves remark-
ably how little we have had to do with Theory as mere Theory is,
that since Mesmer’s time we have said very little about any Theory
at all. Each Mesmerist has worked for himself in the vast field of
nature, Since Mesmer’s discovery, the methods of mesmerisation
have been changed, improved, rendered more safe and certain; and
this in itself shews that we are not authority-mongers, who go b_y
precedent (another name for want of principle). Bt the time 18
now come to re-take up Theory. Nay, we are forced to arms; for
our opponents themselves begin to theorize,  Hitherto in their izno-
rance and atrogance,—whieli they call common sense—they have had
natters pretty much their own way; but it is time that we assume
our proper position,”"—pp. 212, 213,
I could with ease have selecied many more thoughtful and
instructive passages; but I would rather urge our readers to
refer to the book itself. There is matter enough in it to
furnish the substance for twenty volumes, such as volumes
are in these superficial days. Indeed, the more I examive
Mr. Townshend’s writings, the more am I impressed with
their deep philosophy, and with their sirikingly suggestive
character. His mind is evidently of that reflective class which
can look before and after. Truly, we may well say that
accidents shape out for us the very bent of our studies. If
the fates, for instance, had placed our authoy in less fortunate
circumstances of birth and station, and had compelled him to
exercise his brain for the multiplication of his bread, we might
have seen My, Townshend occupying the chair of Moral Phi-
losophy in some Northern University, delivering profound
lectures on Metaphysics, or putting forth volumes which
might have rivalied those of Dr. Brown, Dugald Stewart, and
Maciutosh, for the breadth and depth of their views: Diis
aliter visum : and, instead of that, the man of refiuement and
of diversified reading and accomplishments shines out in every
page; philesophy and humor arve happily blended, cach acting
as the handmsid to the other, and each keeping its proper
place; and & book is produced, from which the wisest may
borrow many a thought and hint, and which the less in-
structed may read with ease and pleasure.  Every mesmerist
. has reason to be proud of such an ally as Mr, Townshend,
: ;md should keep his {wo works in a prominent position before
tim,
I am, gentlemen, yours, &e.,
Axvi-GLoRIoso,




VIIL. A case of Spirit-rapping ebove lhree hundred years old,
equal to amy of the newest, sayavivusly viewed, skilfully
cured, and recorded by the Abbé Lenglet. Tronslated by
Dr, Elliotson. Wit the testimony and opinions of the
Rev, Dr, Cumming on Rapping and Tuble-moving.

“ i There was o Negro,' said he, *who had a pretty wife, to whom another
Negro was rather atteative when be had an ppportnnity.  Oune day the bushand
went out to bunt, and the other party thought it s good vpportunity to pay a visit
to the lady. Tbe husband, however, returned mmther unexpectedly, and the visitor
climbed up oo the rafters to be out of sipht amonp the old boards and baskets that
were stowed away there, The hiushand put bis gun by in a corner, and called ta
bis wife to get his supper, and then sat down in his bammock, Casting his eyes
up to the vafters, he saw o leg protruding from among the haskets, and, thinking
it somsthiog supernatural, crossed bimself, and said, * Lord, deliver ns from the
legs appearing overheald ' The other, hearing this, attempted to draw up his legs
out of sight, but, losing his halunce, came down suddenly on the floor in front of
the astonished husband, who, half frightened, asked ¢ Where do you come from ¥
* I have just come from heaven,” said the other, *and have brought you news of
your little deughter Maria.! *Oh! wife, wife! come apd see 2 mon who hes
braught us news of our Little danghter Maria;' then, turning to the visitor, con-
tinued : ¥ And what was my littla daughter doing when you left 2 4 O ) she was
sitting at the feet of the Virgin, with a zolden crown on ber head, end smoking a
golden pipe & yard loag,’ ¢ And did she not send any message to us P ' Oh yes,
she sent many remembrances, and begged you to send her two pounds of your
tohaceos from Lhe little rhossa: they have not ot any balf so good up there.’
Ot wife, wife! bring two pounds of oar tobzeca from the Littls rhosss, for our
davghter Marie is in heaven, and she says they bave not any half so geod np
there.” So the tobacce was brought, and the vizitor was departing, when he was
asked, ' Are there many white men up there® * Very few,” he replisd; * they
are 21} down below with the dindo.' 1 thought so,” the other replied, appurently
quite satisfied ; ‘good night!*''—d Narrative of Travels on the Amazon and
Ro Nugre, with an gecount? of the native tribes, and ohiervations om the ofi-
mate, geolopy, and natural history of the Amazon Valley. By Alfred R. Wallace.®

“Tagr illustrious house of 8t. Mesmin had bestowed a great
deal of property upon the convent of the Cordeliers, and its
burial-place was in their church. The wife of a lord of St.
Mesmin, provost of Orleans, having died, her husband, thinking
his ancestors had impoverished themselves encugh by giving
to the monks, made the fraternity a present which did not
content them. These good Franciscans resolved to disioter
the deceased in order to make the widower rcinter her in
their holy ground, and pay them hetter. The plan was not
wise, hecause the lord of St. Mesmin would have buried her
elsewhere. Dut imprudence often attends rogunery.

“ At first the spirit of the lady of St. Mesmin appeared
to two only of the monks. Tt said to them, ‘1 am damned,
like Judas, because my husband has not given enough’
The two little rogues who reported these words did not per-

* Are the spirif-table.movers and spird/.rappers wiser than the negro hos-
hand F—Zoisd,
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ceive that they would do more harm than good to the convent.
The objeet of the couvent was to extort money from the lord
of St, Mesmin for the repose of his wife’s soul. But, if
Madame de St. Mesmin was damned, all the money in the
world could not save her: uothing would have to be given:
the Cordeliers must lose their pay.

*“ At that period there was very little good sease in France.
The nation had been brutalized by the invasion of the Fraues,
and subscquently by the invasion of scholastic theology : still
there were some persons in Orleans who reasoned. They
doubted whether, if the Great Being bad permitted the spirit
of Madame St, Mesmin to appear to two Prianciscans, it was
natural for this spirit to declare itself damned like Judas.
The comparison seemed out of place. The lady bad not sold
our Lord Jesus Christ for thirty pieces of silver; she had not
hanged herself; her bowels had pot bLurst from her bady:
there was no ground for comparing her to Judas,

“This ereated suspicion; and there was the more talk in
Orleans because some heretics did not believe certain visions,
and, though they adwmifted abswrd prinetples, did not fail to
draw sound conclosions from them. The Cordeliers therefore
changed their ruode of attack, and put the lady in purgatory.

“So she appeared again; and declared that she was in
purgatory : but begged to be disinterred. It was not the
custom to disinter people who were in purgatory, but the
monks hoped that M. de 8t. Mesmin would pay them some
money to prevent the possibility of this extracrdinary aifront.
The request to bhe removed from the church increased the
guspicions. People knew very well that souls have often ap-
peared, but that they never beg to be disinterred.

“ The spirit from this time never spoke: but it plagued
every person in the convent and in the chureh. The Cor-
deliers exorcised it. DBrother Peter of Arras, in order to
eonjure it, adopted a method which was anythiog bot wise,
He suid to it, “If you are the spivit of Madame de 5t
Mesmin, nav four fimes? and the fowr nars were heard.
“If you ave damned, RAP six times:” and the six BRAPS were
heard. 'If you are the more tormented in hell because your
hody is buried in holy ground, war siz times more ;' and these
siz naps were heard still more distinctly. *If we disinter
your body, and leave off proying to God for you, will you le
less damned ? ®ma® five limes lo certify this? and the spirit
certified by five raps.

“This interrogation of the spirit by Peter of Arras was
signed by two and twenty Cordeliers, at the head of whom
was the reverend provincial father. This proviacial put the
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same questions the next day himself, and received the same
answers,

“ 1t may be said that, the spirit having declared itself to
be in purgatory, the Cordeliers had no right to suppose it
was in hell; but I am not to blame if some theologians
contradiet themselves,

#The lord of St. Mesmin preseated a petition to the
king against the Covdeliers. They presented another. The
king appointed judges, at the head of whom was Adrien
Fumée, master of the requests.

“ The procureur-général of the commission requested that
the said Cordeliers might be burot: but the sentence ordered
all of them to make the amende honourable only with a torch
in their hands, and by heing banished. This sentence was
passed on the 18th of Febroary, 1634,

“ After such a spirifual manifestation, no others can be
requited : they all belong fo the elass of knavery or madness.
Those of the first class come under the hands of the law:
those of the second are either the visions of medmen in dis-
ease, or of madmen in good kealth. The first requires medi-
cines: the second the madhonse.”

The preceding case is recorded, it appears, hy the Abbé
Lenglet in his Hisfoire des Apparitions et Visions. But, as 1
have been unahle to procure this work, 1 was compelled to
have recourse to Voltaire's Dictionnaire Philosophigue, article
Visions.—Jonv Ervlorson,

The Rev, Dr. Cumming has published his experience in
table-moving and table-revelation, and his views of the snbject
in the following passages so accord with my own experience
and the views published in The Zods! (Nos. XLI., XLIL.,
XLIIL, XLIV,, XLV, XLVL)}, that I append them to this
communication.-—J, E,

#1 was asked to go and visit two of the most able and
effective performers upon tables in the house of & dear aml
valued friend, a member of my congregation. I watched,
suspiciously, the whole from begioning to end. It is im-
portant, however, to discriminate two things confounded.
There is table-moving, which is one thing; there is table-
speaking, or disembodied spirits speaking through tables (as
it is alleged), which is a totally different thing. The one
may be a scientific phenomenon; the other I shall try to
describe as I think it deserves. It may seem presumptuouns
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+ to say, even with deepest deference, that 1 am satisfied that
! Faraday in his ietter does not explain the phenomenon. This
may be my error, but it is my impression. Whether it be
by electricity, or galvanism, or mesmerism, or any other yet
undetected motive and subtle clement, it is a fact, that the
fingers of a lady laid lightly on a heavy table, made it, in my
presence, spin round, lift its legs, stamp the floor, and throw
itself into most extraordinary and unbecoming convulsions.
Table-turning is an amusement for children. Table-talking
is not so. The one is child’s-play, the other is cither down-
right nonsensc or worse. It is important that we should
understand, if possible, what preteuds to be above human ;
for while expecting miracles, and signs soperunataral, or
rather infra-natural, in the last days, we must be on our guard
against imposture, and prepare to decide what are, and what
are not so, My friends asserted in their drawing-raom, not
ouly that this new motive power was true (which may or may
not be), but that there was something above and beyond
table-moving, or the supernatural. It may be electricity, it
may be galvanism, it may be neither; or it way be some
other natural inflnenee which we do not, at present, koow of ;
or it may be what Faraday suggests. I am aware there are
difficulties in supposing the existence in human fingers of an
undetected power, for liow does it happeu that when people
sit down to dine, and lay their fingers on the table, it does
not begin to dance? But it is a fact that T saw a table,
touched lightly by the fingers of a lady, whese muscular
powers, I am sure, were not very formidable, rise, leap, and
move from side to side in the most extraordinary manner.
Faraday I think does not, and I canoot explain this. But it
iz not therefore supernatural. My two friends, however, said
that it was supernatural. They set the table in metion, and
then asked me to put questions to the supposed spirit, which
had just taken possession of the table. I said, ‘No, I decline
todo so; I am here simply as a spectator, and have reasons
for declining, which I necd not state. I am here simply as
an inquirer: you hegin, and 1 will lock on,’ The question
was asked, * Do you know the Rev. Mr. Reeve?’ The table
gave three gentle taps, which means in the table vernacular,
“Yes’ ‘Do you know the Rev. Mr, Fisk ¥ The fable gave
three geutle raps, in precisely the same manner,  After ask-
ing two or three guestions about various persons, present or
ahsent, and receiving similar polite and courteous replies,
my friend asked the supposed spirit, ¢ Do you know D,
Cumming ¥ The table positively forgot all the respect due
to a ladg’s drawing-room, and threw itself into a state of
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convulsive kicking, which made me anxious, not about my
creed, but about the table’s safety. My friends then asked
how mauy shillings were in my pocket. It guessad eleven,
and there were ouly five. They then asked how may sove-
reigns I bad, It guessed five, and I had only one. It was
then asked, ¢ Will you answer Dr. Cumming at all ¥ The
answer, according to their interpretation, was, *No,” in the
most decided mapner. ‘Why not? An alphalet was then
laid on the table, and, certainly, the proceeding was very
curious. We hegan: A, the table stood still; B, it gave
three taps. That was set down as the first letter of the
auswer. We then began again: A, the table was silent; B,
still silent. We went on iill we came to B, then there were
three taps. This was proceeded with till the words were
made out,— Because he laughs.” When T beard this, I sub-
mitted that my laughing and incredulity ought to be a reason
for convincing me, and not leaving me a sceptic. DBut the
table, or if not the table its manipulator, seemed to dislike
me excessively, 1 confess I saw much that was curious; a
great deal ingeniously done: but T have also seen very re-
markable things in the feats of tumblers in the streets of
London, in the tricks of card-shuofflers in & room, and in the
conversaziones of ventriloquists in a cbimpey-ncok. Butl
have seen nothing necessarily supernatural about it; and
mark, if there be a doubt that a thing is a miracle, it is no
miracle. In the days of our L:ord there was uo doubt ex-
pressed by bitter enewies that what he did was roiraculous;
the puzzle was, “Is it from the devil helow, or iz it from
God above? But table-talking is so equivocal, that the
parties present witnessing the so-called miraculous responses
are pugzled to determine whether 1t be supernatural, or voly
very clever and tulented. Now, in the last days, I look not
for equivocal feats and dubious miracles, but for terrible
startling manifestations of superhuman power, which shall
deceive, if possible, the very elect,

* But a word more on this subject. I have read on one
side the Rev. Mr. Close and the Rev. D. Wilson, who have
written very ably and admirably ; though I do not agree with
either as to the grounds of their decision, yet I agree with
their conclusions, I have read every pamphlet I could find
on the other side, from Mr. Dibdin, one of the best and
most pious men in Loundon, to Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Gilison,
and others who have written in favour of their views; and in
reading those various interesting works, I noticed that each
inquirer of the table got all his answers very much in the -
direction of his own wishes and predilections, Let us mark *
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well that fact, For instance: according to the Rev. R. W.
Dibdin, demons enter into the table and tell lies, and declare
that the worship of the Virgin Mary is right ; that is, they
are Jesuits, or Popish demons. Aceording to Mr, Godfrey,
it is the spirits of departed sinners that emerge from bell and
confirm every doctrine of the Bible; that is, Protestant
spitits, According to Owen, the infidel and Socialist, Vol-
taire, and Diderot, and D’Alembert, and Paine, all come down
from eternal happiness, and tell him Low perfectly happy
they are, aud have been, and expect to be! According to
the Rev. Mr. Gillson, spirits speak against Popery; while,
according to Mr. Dibdin, they praise it, as if they had becn
the priests of Dr, Wiseman., Now, I cancot believe that an
evil spirit would speak the truth, or attest the inspiration of
the Bible; for if a kingdom be divided against itself, how can
it stand? 1 cannpot, in the naxt place, helieve that an evil
spirtt would be so stupid 2 bianderer as to preach the worship
of the Virgin Mary to so sound and pious a Protestant as
Mr, Dibdin. And I can never believe that godly, pious, and
cvangelical ministers, are the media by whom devils come
from hell, to tell lies or traths to mankind. Nor can I
believe that ¢ Alfred Brown,” the name given by one spirit,
could describe his torment, as recorded in the book of Mr.
Godfrey ; or that any other lost spinit ever can be, oris, suf-
fered to come up to this world and tell the transactions of its
awful prison.house, as long as I read the petition of the rich
man and the decisive answer that was given him. ‘I pray
thee, father, that thon wouldest send Lazarus unto my
father's house, for I have five brethren, that he may testify
uoto them, lest they also come into this place of torment,
And Abraham sald uvoto lum, They have Moses and the
prophets : if they hear not them, neither would they he per-
suaded though one rose from the dead.” Now, wmark you, if
the Old Testament alone was sufficient eighteen hundred
vears az0 to render unnecessary and impossible an apparition
from the dead to attest its trnth, the Old and New Testament
together ave, & fortiors, more than sufficient to render unne-
cessary, unexpected, impossible, untrue, an apparition of a
spirit from the realms of the lost for the same object and
mission. I expect supernatural deeds before this dispensa-
tion closes ; but table-talking is not sueh proof of the mani-
festation of Satan as we are to lock for. DBesides, Satan has
higher game to fly at; he is at present too busy in spreading
German Rationalismw, Tractarianism, Popery, and various
kinds of moral evil, to have zny disposable force and time to
spareé for such bungling manifestation as table-talking. I
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admit that there is much in it as 2 physical phenomenon that
1s curions, much that I canpot explain ; bat I protest against
the coanclusion that, because I canrot explain a phenomenon,
I am bound to attribute it to supernatural and miraculous
agency. The only trace of the serpent’s presence, if such it
he at all, that T can discover in the matter, is, I confess, to
me & very =ad one, It is this: that the absurd excitement
it has produced should make lunatics in America—that the
mounstrous thing shonld be organized into a church, as they
call it, in Philadelphia——that a clergyman should advertise a
lecture on the theology of table-talk in the metropolis of the
world ; and that Christian ministers, of andoubted piety and
talent, purity of life, and clearness of mind, should waste
their influence and weaken their power, by publishing we-
dizeval fancies, monkish nonsense, profane and anile fables.”

1X. A4 farther account of the lad George Walker, a sufferer
Jrom Eleciro-Biology, whose case was described in Vol X. :
with the recenl unirue slatements of the Lancet, By a
Clergyman of the Church of England.

*" When fanners were first introduced to assist in winnowing carn from tha
chaff by producing ertificiel currents of air, it was argued that !winds were
raizsed by God slone, and it was irreligious in man to attempt to raise wind for
himself and by efforts of his owna.” One Secottish clergymen actually vefused the
hely communion to those of his parisbioners who thus itreverently raised the
f Devil’s wind.” Few of the readers of Old Mortality will forget honest Mause
Headyigp's indignation when it was proposed that her ‘soun Cuddie should wark
in the barn wi' a new-fangled maching for dighting the corn frae the chaff, thus
impiously thwarting the will of Divine Providenge, by rnising wind for your
leddyship’s ain particular use by homan art, instead of soliciting it by prayer, or
waiting patiently for whatever dispensation of wind Providence was plessed to
send opon the skealing hill,’ A route has just been successfully opeped by
Psonma between the Atlantic and Pacifie. Ju 1588 a priest named Acosta wrote
respecting a proposal then made for this very uadertaking, that it was his opicion
that { haman pawer should not be allowed to cut through the strong and impepe-
trable bounds which God has put between the two oceans, of mountaing and iron
rocks, which ean stand the fury of the reging seas. And, if it were possible, it
would appesr to we very just, that we should fear the vengeance of heaven for
sttempting to improve that which the Creator in bis almighty will apd providence
hag ordained from the creation of the world.” When forks were first introduoed
into Englend some preachers degounced their use 'ns an insult on provideuce,
not to touch owr meat with cur fingers.” Many worthy people had great seruples
ahput the emancipation of the negroes, because they were the descendants of Ham,
on whom the corse of perpetuzl slavery had been proncucesd. Many others
plead against the messure for ‘the emancipation of the Jews, that the bill is a
direct attempt to contravert the will and word of God, and to revoke his gentence
epon the chosen bt rebellious people,”—Seottish Keview, Jau., 1854.

It is a common thing for those who are conscious of any
vadical fault or ervor in themsclves to take the greatest
volL. X1, X
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pleasure in searching out and exposing the defects of others.
Whatever is good they hate, simply because it reflects upon
themselves ; and the mwore it is esteemed by others, the more
diligently they labour to find sowe fault or deficiency by
which they may bring it into disrcpute. To compare such
persons with philosophers secking spots in the sun’s dise,
would be paying them too high a compliment. 7The vulture,
hovering above the natural heauties of the earth and pounc-
ing down upon the earrion, regardless of everything else, is
a more correct 1llustration of their state of mind; or it may
he seen portrayed in the German fable of the toad, spitting
venom at the glow-worm in pure hatred and envy at its light.

The Lancet, which chooses rather to be consistent in
error than hold and indcpendent in the truth, began its
abuse of mesmerism through mere ignorance; and now the
sure and steady advanee of that science, and the high esti-
mation it has gained among men of the greatest learning and
ability by its highly curative powcrs and its splendid plysio-
logical effects, stirs up the Lancel, angry at its own hasty
blunder, to more determined hatred and more npscrupulous
and eager search for accusations against it.

The thousands of cures of diseases (provounced by or-
thodox aunthority “incurable”); the operations performed
not only without pain, but without subsequent ifl effects,
under its influence; the innumerable cases of relief where sll
mediezl appliances have faled,—these, though recorded in
The Zpist during the last eleven years, are all ignored by
the Lancel, 1t has no eyes for such effects as these, no cars
for reports so excellent and true, no tongune to tell others of
the power by which such seeming miracles are wrought : bat,
if at any timc there is a rumour of some miscarriage, of
some injury by careless mesmerisers, or of some unhappy
and unforeseen result, no matler whether it be true or fulse,
the Lancet grasps at it with the greatest delight, and gives it
as much publicity as its own circulation will allow. A strik-
ing proof of the innocence of mesmerism, when properly
applied, is presented iu the fact that the Lencet can find
nothing worse to say against it thun is contained in the fol-
lowing false and garbled statement, copied from its number
for June 18, 1854:—

 dileged Insanity preduced by Electro-Biology.

¢ It appears that about two years ago, when the mesmeric mania
was attacking so maoy people, 2 boy named George Walker, of
Northampion, had been operated upon by a Mr. Reyaolds, a lec-
turer, and by the Rev. Thomas Millington. Some time ago he
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began to indicate that all was mot right with him. Dr. Tlliotsen
was consulted, and recommended the demesmerising process, assur.
ing & recovery., The lad did not recover, and sbout six weeks since
he became so violent that it was mecessary to place him nnder
vestraint. The mother subsequently made an application to the
magistrates for bis admission mto a lunatie asylum, which was im-
mediately granted, ns he appeared to have become a confirmed
lunatie,”

1f our readers will take the trouble to refer to the Thirty-
ninth Number of The Zoist, Vol. X., p. 321, they will find
a full account of the circumstances which took place at
Northampton af the time lere allnded to. They will see
that Northampton was then visited by several lecturers on
electro-biclogy, « violent and injurious pevversion of mes-
mzerismn ; which, being practised by itinerant and illiterate
men for the sake of their own cmolument and the amusement
of others, bears about the same relation to trme mesmerism
as the medical treatment of the ““wise women™ in some of
our country villages bears to the scientific practice of our
London physicians. Electro-biology, when thus practised,
is an ignorant tampering with the roost powerful of all agen-
cies; and mesmerists, who do all in their power to repress
it, are no more responsible for its effects than is the Royel
College of Surgeons for the injury done by quack doctors
and mountebank medicine vendors.

A boy named Walker, 16 years of age, was operated
npon repeatedly by one of these © biologists,” and it appears
that be ways suffered to leave the lecture-room without having
been released from the impressions of which be had been
made the subject. In course of a short time an alarming
degree of excitement and irritability manifested itself, and
soon afterwards symptoms of insanity appeared: the boy
became violent, he had no rest by night or day, and kept on
incessantly shouting, leaping, running to and fro and creat.
ing the greatest noise and confugion. Dir. Elliotson was
applied to by Mr. Millington, the Curate of the parish, for
advice ; and hy his direction Mr, Millington endeavoured to
procure the assistance of a mesmeriser ; but, not sueceeding
in this, after the paticnt had been ten days in this condition,
he undertook the case himself and commenced the mes-
merising. On the second day the improvement was s¢ ma-
nifest, that the magistrates, before whom the boy was then
brought for the second time at Petty Seszions, and who had
seen him hefove in his violent state, expressed their surprise
and satisfaction and recommended that he should be left in
the mesmeriser’s hands ; while the mother earnestly declared

x2
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that © Mr. Millington was the best friend the boy had.” On
the fourth day the iad was perfectly well and able to resume
hig work as usval.

Compare this account with the above extract from the
Lancet, The Lancel says, the boy was operated upon by
Mr. Reynolds and My, Millington, ascribing this to the
mesmeric mania, and leaving it to be inferred that he was
mesmerised. The fact is that he was pever mesmerised atb all
till gfter his insanity : Mr, Reyoolds did not profess to mes-
merige, and Mr. M. never saw the boy or had anything to do
with him till, at the request of his parents, he undertook the
rure,

 Dr. Elliotzon,” the Lance! asserts, ‘‘ recommended the
demesmerising process,” Dr, Elliotson recommended nothing
of the kind, as the following extract from his letter (printed
in The Zoist, Vol. X,, p. 321) will shew :— Pray let some
healthy person meswerise the youth twice a day, very slowly,
very calmly, and very kindly, ... making very slow passes
from opposite the foreliead to opposite the stomach.” Every
body, even the Zamcef, must know well thati demesmerism
is the very contrary of this,

The Leuncet says, “ Dr, Elliotson assured a recovery ; but
the lad did not recover.” The lad did recover completely.
Though he had been suffering from the disorder more than
five weeks, and had been in a state of violent insanity for ten
days; yet, on the fourtk day of his being mesmerised, he was
perfectly restored and as sound in mind and body as he kad
ever been in kis life.

The sequel is the only part that has any truth in it; and
what does this amount to? The boy whose case was declared
hopeless by the Northampton doctors two years ago, who
would have been committed to the lunatic asylum then but
for the kind interference of Dr, Elliotson and Mr, Millington,
and who is indebted to mesmerism for two years of health
and sanity, has now been sent thither without, as it appears,
any trial of that remedy which alone was fonnd to be effectual
then. Who ean say what causes may have coneurred to pro-
duce disorder in the poor lad’s brain at this time? Who can
say that he might not have been restored as before to perfect
health if he had been again subjected to mesmeric treatment ?
‘What barbarous cruelty, to hand him over to the lunatic
asylum without first attempting every means for his recovery !
Dr. Elliotson gave his advice before most kindly and willingly
and would not take a farthing for it from anybody: the
bottles of physic (which were sent by the Northampton
doctors, and nof laken} cost money, but the mesmerism cost
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nothing ; therefore there could be no excuse for not applying
to the same advice and to the same remedy again, Buat the
parents were poor illiterate people, and this course would not
have suited the purpose of those who cater for the Lencel
and its anti-mesmeric readers: the opportunity of fathering
a catastrophe upon mesmerism had been lost once, and must
not again escape them. Let the poor lad suffer ; let him live
and die a lunatic rather than be cured & second time by
means which they abhor.

Mr. Millington was absent from Nortbampton when
Walker’s insanity returned. FHe had been compelled by the
conduct of Dr. Robertson and other medical men to resign
his curacy, or to hald it under conditions to which no eon-
scientions man could agree* But for this, be might have
interfered again in the lad’s behalf; but he koew nothing of
the vircumstance until he read in the Northampton paper of
his committz]l to the lunatic asylum. e then wrote to the
Northampion Herald, giving the troe version of the matter
—denying, for his own part, that he had been in any way
concerned in it, except in adwministering relief according to
Dr, Elliotson’s advice, and remonstrating oo the cruelty of
suffering the young man to be incarcerated without taking
proper steps for the recovery by mesmerism, though, as he
Justly remarked, there was but zmeall encouragement for any
one to interfere a second time in this behslf, seeing with
what gross misrepresentation and cruel persecution his own
efforts had been rewarded by those who ought to have heen
foremost in the attempt to alleviate a case of bodily disease
and suffering.

If the Lancet drew its information from the report in the
Northampton paper, it might have noticed the contradiction
which appeared in it the following week. In any case it
ought not to have been ignorant of the real circumstances
ietailed at full length in No. XXXIX. of The Zuist at the
time they oceurred.

X. Further parliculors of the case of Elizabeth Sguirrell,
reviewed in our last Number,

 Johz Fitch, a native of Connecticut, wns probably the earlicst inveotor of
the steamboat. Jo the yeur 1785, on the Delawure River, was made his first
sucoessful experiment ; but, from lack of suffivient patronage, he was unable to
carry oot the discovery. His life was one of bardship snd peoury, and ended in

* Bee note at the end of the article above mentioned, Zeis?, Vol. X., p, 324.
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grief and disappaintment, He was confident, however, to the lagt, in the ultimate
suceess of his invention, und predicted all its future vastness and advantages.
His dying request was, *that be might be buried on the banks of the Onla,
where the song of he Loatmen might enliven the stillnesy of hiz resting-place, and
the music of the sleaw.engine soothe hiv spirit,)—the ruling passion stroag in
death, and it was gratified.”' —Preface to a Poem called The Dying Maclinist, io
un American Magozine, 1843.

We bave reccived the two following letters upon this inte-
resting case :—
# Tpswich, July 14, 1834,

# 8ir,—As the editor of the work on Elizabeth Squirrell,
I felt much gratified in reading your impartial, manly, and
noble review in The Zoist of this month, and at the consi-
deration which you have bestowed on a case which the world
ot large, and the literary world not excepting, have noticed,
only to reject, to trample on, and persecute.

“1 read to her (in her mesmeric state) your remarks on
her spirit-seeing, and I wished you had been present to hear
her observations on the subjeet. She also wished you could
visit her; and indeed if you could spare time to come to
Ipswich T am sure you would be greatly interested in seeing
her. She is a most remarkable subjeet in every respect.
Her case is to me increasingly intercsting and wonderful ;
all the remarkable phenomena that have characterized it still
oceasionally oceur, while new phases also arise: she fasted
three weeks in January last (taking only a little water), and
a week in May (faking neither atom nor drop), and was as
well in both cases the lust day ws the first, and felf very little
morc than occasional languor (for a few minutes or half an
hour perhaps) vntil the state passed off, whatever it might be,
that occasioned fasting, and which she describes as tey cold-
nese at the stomach ; after that the sense of hunger and ex-
hanstion followed.

“ Bhe is now undergoing another change, which I am satis-
fied will result i her partial recovery of sizht and hearing,

T shall fecl highly gratified if you will pay me a visit.

“ 1 have taken copious notes of all T have seen remarkahle
in her for a long time, 1 am more than ever convineed of
the truth of all the statements made by herself and parents.

"1 am, Sir, yours obediently,
“J. M. Burrox.
*To the Editor of The Zoisi.”

# 2, John's Place, Woodbridge Road, Ipswich,
“ July i2, 1854,
“Mr. Editor,
“ Dear Sir,—It was with great pleasurc I perused the able
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and satisfactory review in The Zoisz for this month of the
Autobingraphy of that most unjustly and malignantly perse-
secuted daughter of affliction—M. E. Squirrell; and perceiv-
ing therefrom that not having heard of her condition since
February you would be glad to know, permit me to say, that
I deem it an honour to be enabled to inform you somewhat
respecting the case, and should I, by so doing, assist in the
slightest degree to mitigate the undeserved oblogquy which
has so copiously been showered upon this unfortunate young
person and her family, it will be an act of which T shall have
reason to rejoice unt: time with me shall be no more.

“It is some six months back that 1 first became per-
sonally acquainted with Elizabetd, and since that time T have
had frequent and interesting interviews with her, conversing
by means of the “duwb alphabet” She iz most decidedly a
very clever, ingenuous, and, I believe, pious young creature:
one whom I should suppose uiterly incapable of denying
the truth in the smallest respect, much more of uttering, or
participating 1o uttering, such a tissne of falsehoods, and
concoeting such vile deceptions as those with which she has
been charged, more especially by one, who, professing to be
a Christian and teacher of others, has thus so unguardedly
infringed the golden rule of love. 1 allude to the minister
of the church from which Elizabeth’s parants were so hastily
and uncharitably expelled.

“ She has continued in about the zame state as usual since
February, although we fancy rather éimproving than otherwise.
It has, however, been her wont lately in the mesmeric (when
she is in what she terms the ‘deep’) state to forelell the
various changes of note which are to oceur in her discase,
and which predictions lave invariably been fulfilled to the
letter (of course, as is the case with patients gencrally under
the influence of this power, she is totally unconscious of her
doings and sayings, nor does she generally like to be told of
them afterwards); and about a month back she predicted
that at the latter cnd of this mouth or beginning of next she
would both Aear and seg, to & certain extent, for a time, afier
which she would relapse into her former state of deafnesa
and blindness for two or three months, acd then ultimately
recover the use of her lost senses permanently. It now re-
mains to be proved how this prophecy will have its accom-
plishment, It is a remarkable fact that, since its auncunce-
ment, her eyes and ears have cansed her exceeding pain,
insomuch that she is now compelled to have her room very
considerably darkened, the smallest ray of light painfully
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affecting her organs of vision, whereas previously she could
sEpport the glare of a candle placed immediately hefore
them,

“The following circumstance, with other instances which
have come to my knowledge, most clearly, o my mind, esta-
blishes the truth of clairvoyence, and its existence in her
case. On entering her room a few evenings since, 1 found
her in the mesmeric state, into which she had goue volun-
tarily, or sponfanesusly rather, and in which condition, I
should premise, she has (but wot until within the last fort-
night or so) the use of both hearing and sight; and 1 was
very much interested at seeing her capying a letter (which a
friend was dictating) with the greatest facility. During the
time she was thus engaged, her mother was in a room next but
one to Elizabeth’s: the latter, being in a position from which
it was inipossible to look into the said room, eried out, ¢ Don’t
you burn yourself, waking’s mother” I immediately turned
my head, and, being seated in a couvenient place, saw her
mother (whose back was turned to me) at the fire-place, yet
could not observe what she was doing; but presently on her
coming into the room where we were, I mentioned the cir-
cumstance, and she informed me that she had just been
putting a zed-hot heater into 2 smoothing iron, and that her
danghter was often in the habit of exclaiming under similar
circumstances. | should remark, that, when speaking of her
mesmeric and natural states, the one she calls her © sleeping,’
the other her * waking” self; this acconnts for the expression,
‘waking’s mother” It Is also a singular fact that in the
foruer state she never voluntarily uses the name ‘God," but
always speaks of him as ‘the great God.’ I remained with
her that evening until she became demesmerised, when she
appeared like a person awaling from npatural sleep, and
seemed very much refreshed, but totally unconscious of any
thing that had occurred. Upon venturing to tell her that
she had finished her letter, her astonishment aad pleasure
were most unfeigned : it was a very long epistle, and one
which she had proposed to copy when in her natural waking
state.

“In the foregoing statements I have endeavoured to give
you = plain, unvarnished recital of Elizabeth’s present con-
dition and her hopes for the future, with a desire that it may
prove usefu) to the furtherance of truth and defence of inno-
cence, and for which purpose you have, Mr. Editor, full
liberty to wake use of the whole or any part of my intelli-
gence in whatever way you may choose. I will also add, that
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such additional information which may from time to time be
m my power to afford, I shall be most happy to render you
i required, and in the meantirae heg to subseribe myself,
“ Dear Sir, very respectfully yours,
“{rarLEs Moony.
“To the Editor of The Zoist.

“P.S. Since writing the above, 1 have again visited Miss
Squirrell, who is suffering intense pain in her eye, which was
much discoloured and had been discharging a kind of mafter.
She describes her feclings to be as though the eye was being
pressed into the head, and ascribes all to the beneficial results
of mesmerism, which, she thinks, has revived the nerves. (It
will be seen from her dulobiography that she has always been
deprived of the use of her right eye by cataract. This will
not be restored, and causes no pain,”)

XI1. Lancinaling Pains in the Chest, instantly velieved by
Mesmerism. Communicated by Dr. Hastings, M.R.C.8.,
L.8.A., Clelienham,

** 1t was long before the captains of Awerican vessels could be indveed to
keep their log-books in an improved fashien. Practicsl men shook their heads at
the iden. He wished thein to record the set of currents, the depthz of the ocean
bed, tho heat of the water, They did not see his purpose, and for a long time
they gave him little assistance. Materiala nevertheless slowly grew in bulk onder
his eye ; he compared the information which he obtained with older logs :—and
:;{t‘the end of six years he anncuneced his first practicsl discovery—a vew routs to

io.

“ Practical men stil! shook their heads. They who had crossed the line a
hundred times were not to be tanght navigation by a person who spent his days
in star-gazing o poring over old logs. It was oot easy thersfore te get a sailor
bold enongh te veoture on the new route; for seamen, more stroogly wedded to
tradition tbun perhaps any ather body of professionals, were afraid of the Great
Belt of Calms nesr the eguator, and of a bugbear of a current setting vo Cape
5t. Roche in South Ameriea. At length a bolder than tha rest proposed to sail
under Lieut. Maury’s directions ; and the consequence was, that he reached the
line in tweaty-four days instead of forty-ope. He had sailed nearly as the crow
flies, instead of ropnivg seven or eight hundred miles out of the direct course to
aypid imagigary dangers.

 After this great discovery Lient, Maury had little trouble with the seamen.
Ta use his own words, 'oevigators now for the Arst time appeared to comprebend
what it was | waoted them to do—and why.” It was this * why'’ that hed
made them indifferent. They could see no adeantape in recording the minute
detalls asked for by the astronomer, and they failed 1o many cases to give them -
selves the fronble. Lieuf. Maury’s next service was—cbortening st warious
points the route to California.  He succesded in reduoeing the entire ses voyage
from 180 to 100 days. Itis with such practicsl recowmendations in his band,
that the American astronomer has now come ta offer te Europe a shats in the
glory and the beneafits of a larger, more systematie, and more minute ocesn
purvey than has ever befors hean wade.”'—.4fkenenm, Oct. 1, 1853.
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Tue subject of the following remarks is the young lady
whose case is cursorily stated at p. 16 and 17 of the pamphlet
which I herewith forward you, on Medicing Menfis. Her
age is 24 years, temperament nervous lymphatie, very thin
make, height moderate, full of spirits and animation when
free from pain, highly susceptible to physical and mental
impressions. Parents of a scrofulous habit; mother, aged
about 40, father 70.

She enjoyed tolerable health until about five years ago,
when her father scolded her very severely for some little fauu
pes, after which she sank into a desponding state, and be-
care very ill, and kept her bed for some considerable time.
Since then she mever has recovered her former health, and
has been constantly subject to attacks similar to that which I
relate in my pamphlet, together with the severe lancinating
pains at the chest of which I am about to speak.

In her first attack she had these pains, and her medical
attendants comsidered that she was consumptive, She was
bled and blistered, and physicked ad nauseam, for them, but to
no avail, and the consequence was that she wasted much, and
beeame disgusted with medicine, and would take ne more.
Remaining, however, in a pining, suffering, and desponding
condition, her parents became very nneasy about her state,
and as she could not be persuaded to take any more drugs,
she conseuted to try homceopathy, and for this purpose was
placed under my carc.

Her bowels are generally loose, and catamenia too copi-
ous and frequent: chagrin, too much exercise, any irregularity
in diet, will bring on the pains in chest. She describes them
to be just like * bayomets running through her,” from the
middle of the sternum to the back-bone, accompanied with
intolerabls head-ache,

When suffering from them, she can only speak in a
whisper ; cannot take one particle of food, nor any drink:
she generally les with her head tucked in a sofa-cushion,
eyes shut, and breathing scarccly perceptible; pulse quick
and weak ; skin cold and of a brownish hue: the least noisc
makes her start, and brings on a spasmodic attack in her
throat and left side at the diaphragm : swallowing is totally
impeded, as the least attempt to take anything brings on
these spasms in throat and side—the limbs also frequently
become rigid and cramped.

When I attended her at first for these attacks, I en-
deavoured fo relieve her by administering what I considered
the homozopathic medicine by olfaction, that is, by smelling,
and T found belladonna to geuerally give relicf, iu removing
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the spasmodic state of the limhs, but did not effect any ame-
ltoration of the pains in the chest: these I succeeded in re-
wmoving by other medicines, but not immediately ; it required
some time.

Being convinced that mesmerism woeld be generelly
beneficial in her case, I began to mesmerise her regnlarly,
and to keep her at the same time taking homceeopethic
medicine : the resnlt of which was that these attacks became
less frequent, and she teld me that *the mesmerism always
removed the pains of her chest like magic™ A few days ago
she had a very severe attack of these pains, produced entirely
by chagrin. 1 tried several homeopathic medicines, and,
being ansious to see if they would avail anything 1 kept her
taking them for two days and nights: but to no parpose, as at
the end of this time her sufferings were just as great as cver,
she baving bad during this time neither any sleep nor food.
I now mesmerised her, and away flew all her pains and aches,
her appetite returned and she ate a hearty meal and with
great gusto in my presence, chatting and talking with the
greatest animation, perfectly forgetful of all her suffering
au hour ago.

You and your readers will perhaps say, * Why did I not
nmesmerise her sooner?’ I could not, as my time would not
permit me, nor is there anyone here that I could recommend.

Bhe is guite in raptures with mesmerism, and the very
idea of being mesmerised infuses energy and life into her.

Now, 8ir, here is a case, which has alike resisted allopathie
and homeopathic treatment, at once relieved by simple mes-.
merism ; and, although this has not as yet cured her, it is
gurely notwithstandisg a blessed thing to know that one has
the power of relieving a fellow-creature from agonizing pains,
in an hour's lime, which days cannot accomplish under any
other means,

Would to God that medical men would study seriously,
and as they are morally bound to do, this excellent Medicine
Meniis, i. e., Mesmerism.

Would you, Sir, allow me to observe that I consider there
is & great omission in all the cases of mesweric cures, npar-
rated in The Zoist. Y mean the omission of the manner in
which the passes have been made, the length of time em-
ployed, and number of mesmerisms. I may be wrong, but i
consider this a most important omission. To merely say, 1
mesmerised him or her on the 9th,” without saying Zow or
Avw long, seems to me exceedingly indefinite, and sounds
something like saying, ‘I gave him medicine,” without say-
ing what it was, or how it was administered.
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Severe Hiccup removed by Mesmerism.

At six o'clock in the evening of the day, 17th July, on
which I wrote the above, I received a note from the mother
of the above young lady requesting me ““to come and ses her
poor Mary Ann who has been suffering from an attack of
violent hiceup for the last four hours, and as it does not
appear to go away, but get worse, T am getting quite alarmed
about it.” I went directly and found my patient lying on
the sofa hiccuping away most furiously. T raised her up, and
began making transverse passes across her throat, and in
twenty minutes the hiccup was completely subdued. This
attack was brought on by the close state of the atmosphere,
and by fright, caused by a clap or two of thuader, about
three o'clock this afterncon.

18th July. My patient is quite well {o.day, ocaly com-
plaining of a great tenderness over the anterior part of the
throat, when touched.

Cheltenham, 18th July, 1854.

XII. Cure of so-called Erysipelas: of Vomiting by upward
passee in lwo cases with success: of an Inflamed and
Wounded Finger: Inmediate Removel of the Pain of a
Burn : ditto of Tooth-ache : Speedy Cure of Violent Pal-
pitation. By 8. D. Savunopers, Esq,, of Clifton.

#If you look at medicine, ooc day bydropathy carries all before it os an
irresiatible wave; the pext day homwopathy, with its infinitesimal doses, enves
all disesses; then mesmerism displaces botb, and everyhody rushes to be mes-
merised : alippathy returns agsin, and continues till some new crotehet takes its
place.””—S8igns of the Times: the Mosiom and his Creed: the Christion and his
ffope. By the Rev. John Camming, D.D., F.R.S.E. London, 1854, p. 60.%

Peurose Cottage, Clifton, May 29th, 1854

Drear Sir,—Shoeuld you deem the accompanying cases of
sufficient importance for The Zois¢, perhaps you will oblige me
by forwarding them. I give you the names of all the parties
connected with the case of erysipelas, but do not wish them o

* S0 Dr. Comming takes wpon himself to pronounce mesmerism to he a
crofchet, in spite of it preventing the agany of surgical operations, and of it cucing
cases of all kinds of disesse that resist all nther treatment! Consider, Sir, the
mischief you may do, the misery you may cause to be narelieved, by this loose
aod igporant scribbling. We are not aware that hydropathy ever drove out all
other trestment, or was beaten by homeopatby, or that beth were ever dis-
pleced by mesmerism: or that all people ever rushed to be mesmerised : or that
allopathy ever dissppeared and returned and is now ouly awaiting the coming
of & new crotchet in its room,—*' nwr foalish telking,"” says the spostle, ** nor
Jesting, which are not convenient : but rather giuing of thanks."—Zoisd.
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be made public, though I am guite certain the patient would
be happy to answer any inquiries from parties suffering from
the same gisease.
I remain, dear Sir,
Yours ohediently,
d. Elliotson, Esq., M.D., 8. D. SauvDERs.

L. Cure of Erysipelas (so called).

In the month of January last, a lady residing in Bath
sent for me, to ask if mesmerising would be of any use in
a case of so-called erysipelas of the neck. I found the left
side of her neck very much inflamed, of = ved or purple
hue, There was slight swelling with great heat and pain,
The other side of ber neck was also affected, but to a less
degree. She told me she had suffered from the same disease.
evysipelas phlegmunades, during the whole of the last winter,
and, though she had heen attended by one of the leading
physicians in London, it did not leave her till the middle of
the summer. Finding it again return this winter, her sister
wrote to the same practitioner in London, who scut her down
a prescription, telling her at the same time that she would
have it all the winter: that she must take lLits prescription
and most likely it would go away in the spring: that she
should be careful not to go out till the warm weather arrived.
I told her that I thought mesmerism would be of service and
very likely cure the complaint, and this perhaps in a few
weeks : that she need not confine herself entirely to the house,
but merely tie a neckerchief round her neck when she went
ount, so as to prevent the cold and damp from striking it. I
then mesmerised her neck by very strong passes for about
half an bour; and, seeing a tendency to light-headedness, 1
dirccted a nurse, who was attending ancther of my patients in
the same house, to mesmerise her from the head to the feet
wheun she was in her hed, Just before retiring to bed she
felt the pain in her neck very much increased, with consider-
able fulness in her head: she became a little frightened and
wrote to a surgeon who resided near her requesting him to
call on her the following morning., She then went to bed
and the nurse mesmerised her as I had directed for nearly
Mo hours; and, though she was at first light-beaded, she
soon became much more calm, and at the end of the two
hours, feeling drowsy, she requested the nurse to leave her,
and she slept well the whole night. When I saw her the
nex! morning her head was well and the disease was confined
to the throat. T pointed my fingers to it for some time and
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brought out a great quantity of water bubbles, which ran
down the neck in little streams. I therefore applied blotting-
paper. Ads long as I did nof point vver the disease no waler
appeared ; bul the re-pointing for a few minufes always caused
the bubbles to wmoke their appearance. A hot poultice had
been applicd which cansed a slight excoriation : this I ordered
te be discontinued, and a piece of linen saturated with mes-
wmerised water to be applied in its stead, with of course an
oil-silk covering. The surgeon who had heen requested to
call in the morning came, and, upon being shewn the neck,
said it was a very bad description of erysipelas, and asked
what was being done for it. Bhe said, “I am trying mes-
merism.” * Oh,” he replied, *“ nothing but plenty of patience,
time, and my medicine will cure you: i will take a very lony
lime to cure and you must have patience.” He accordingly
sent some medicine; but the patient, finding herself getting
hetter by mesmerism, put his medicine into the fire and seat
him a note saying, that, as he thonght it would fake a long
time to cure her by Aés treatment, end as she nlready felt con-
siderable relief from the mesmeric treatment, she would not
require his attendance any more: and had made up her mind
to trust to mesmerism alone. This she did for about a fort-
night or three weeks, when the disease enlirely leff her : and,
though there had been many “bulle” or bladders, which
burst, the neck soon became perfectly smooth again without
any peeling of the skin: and all this toe without rubbing the
neck with caustic, applying leeches, or taking sny medicine.
I found that pointing the fingers drew out first of all water
and then thick serum. In this casc I was most materially
assisted by the nurse who was an exceedingly intelligent
woman, with none of the usual prejndices so prevalent
amwongst nurses, She was a sceptic at first, but, upon perceiv-
ing the benefit derived by the patient, she soon became a
belicver and under my instructions mesmerised exceedingly
well.  She also became very susceptible herself, so that, if she
had a pain in any part of her body, I could cure it by a very
few passes. A pass down her back would close her eyes and
make her spine as stiff as ivon. If T placed my finger upon
the organ of Firmness of iy patient, the nurse, having hold
of my patient’s hand, would, though asleep and ber eyes closed,
immediately rise up from her chair. But I will enter more
fully into her case upon a future occasion, when I bope also
to give & cure of total paralysis of the system of a lady wha
ought to have died (so the doctors predicted} very many
months ago.
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11. Fomiting by wupward passes cures a Paoin in the Side
of once.

{n the April number of The Zoist for 1858, I spoke of the
effect of the upward passes for the purpose of producing sick-
ness. 1 have upon several occasions siuce then had opportu-
nities of testing the efficacy of that plan. Almost a month
ago Mrs. Saunders felt very ill with pain in her side. I sent
her into the sleep and she said, “There is another of those
balls forming in my side and you must make me sick as youn
did hefore.”” I aceordingly made the upward passes from the
stomach to the roouth, and she soon vomited as hefore a little
gritty yellow matter with sore phlegm. This was repeated
several times during the day, apd the next day she was quite
well with the exception of weakness caused by an attack of
dysentery, from which she soon recovered by being well
mesmerised.

IT1. Vomiting by upward passes cures o severe sick head-
acke.

My stable boy feeling very unwell with a sick head-ache
and pain in the stomach, ¥ advised him to take some warm
water to make himself sick. This he did without the desired
effect : but, after some time by my making some upward
passes he began to vomit and felt mauch relieved. He went
to bed and got up the next morning quite well,

IV. Cure of an Inflamed Finger from o wound,

Mr. Bourn of Bristol called upon me one evening with
his forefinger in a bread poultice. He said he had cut a
piece out of the upper side of it with a chissel, and that it had
pained him exceedingly for several days and was getting
much worse, I took off the poultice and found the finger
very much inflamed and considerably swollen, apd in the
wound was proud flesh, He said it looked worse than it had
done at all, 1 began to mesmerise it by pointing for ahout
twenty minutes, during which time he felt a good deal of heat
passing out of his finger. I then made passes, and the finger
hecame cool and comfortable: we then tied it up in linen
saturated with mesmerised water. T gave him some mes-
merised water and told him to dip his finger, without remov-
ing the linen, in the water very frequently. This he did, and
at the end of three days upon taking off the linen he found
his finger quite well.

V. dnother instance of vomiting from upward passes.
The nurse alluded to in the case of erysipelas has just
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informed me that, finding the lady whom I am attending for
paralysis required an emetic, she made the passes, as I had
instructed her, from the pit of the stomach to the mouth, and
in & few minutes the stomach was relieved of its coutents
without producing the severe head-ache which generally
results from an emectic.

V1. Fmmediate removal of pain from a burn.
A few days ago the cook of the family burnt her finger
very badly, she (the nurse) mesmerised it by pointing over
the burn, and in a very short time the pain went away.

VI11. Dhmmediate removal of Tooth-achke.

Also yesterday one of the ladies in the house was troubled
with severe tooth-ache and slight swelling of the face, She
came down stairs to ask me to mesmerise it : but, as T had
just left my patient, the nurse made passes over the cheek
and in a very few minutey all was guite well,

VIII. Cure of Hear! Discase (so culled).

Miss Barker summoned me, in consequence of suffering,
according to the statements of ber medical adviser, from
discase of the heart. The palpitations were very severe and
she was of a highly excitable temperament, She looked the
pictnre of health, but was nevertheless very weak., She was
extremely fond of horse exercise, hut had been compeiled to
relinguish it for some time past ia consequence of its pro-
ducing extreme palpitation. She soffered also from bad
head-aches, the top of her head being very hot. Sometimes
her face would be excessively red, and at others very pale.
I mesmerised her for about three quarters of an hour, during
which time her eyes closed, and, though she remained per-
fectly conscious, she was guite unable to open them or speak
or move out of her chair,

After 1 left her, she remained guiet for about an boar,
when she came perfectly to herself, quite refreshed, and with-
ont any palpitation of the heart, and the head was free from
pain.

T continued tp mesmerise her daily for 2 week, but she
considered herself quite cured after the first sitting, as she
had no return of the palpitations and took horse exercise,
{her horse being a frisky troublesome animal), without its in
the slightest degree inconveniencing her Leart.

Finding that she was so easily cured by mesmerism, she
asked her medical adviser who pretends to favour mesmerism
if he would allow her brother who was under him and suffered
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teriibly from epileptic fits without deriving any henefit from
bis prescriptions, whether he would allow him to be mes.
merised. But he said, “No, I wish him to be kepf very guie!
in order that my medicines may produce their proper
effect.”’

' 8. D, SaUNDERs,

XIIL. Cure of e severe case of Debility and Pain, afler the
Jaiture of common means: and of e case of Neuralgio,
By Mr. Squires, of Exeter. Communicated by H. U.
Janson, Esq.

“ As early 6s 1773, Mr. David Williams propesed the formation of a Literary
Fund to 2 small club of literacy wen which met at the Prince of Wales” Tavern,
in Conduit-street, Hanover-square, snd which allowed its members to vary the
proceedings of their meetings by introducing short papers on eehjects of sclence
and tearning. o one of these papers, Mr. Williams proposed the Institution of
= Literary Fund, ©as an object deserving the ntiention of the mermbers, who, if
they should not obtain the power of justly assigning the eguivatents of scientific
and Hterary benefits, wnauld held ont to geninz—io every man baving the faculty
of renderiog pubiic service—the kind and genercus promise that his studies, his
time, bis efforts, his privations, should not leave him in misery.’

The Chairman on this ocpasion was the celebrated Benjamin Franklin, whe,
in discnssiog the merits of Mr, Williams'a proposal, expressed great regret in
declariug his opinion, that a Fuad of any considerable arzount, for 2 purpose he
acknowledged to be truly noble, conld not be obisined, bocause the impreszion
to be mude by an appeal to the public must be very feeble. ¢ An Institution for
the relief of misery,” sald Franklin, *which is so far from being intrusive and
obyicws—so far from pressing on the seoses that it withdraws from observation—
is an institntion whose object will be ever lost ta the common classes of subscribers
to public charities,” ¢ I perceive,’ said Dr. Frapklin, at a fater period, ! tbat our
friend does not eequissce in our opinions, and that he will andertake this ITnstito-
tion. The event, be it what it may, wil! be honourable to him: bat it will
require so much time, perseverance, and patience, that the anvil may wear out
the hammer. "'—dddress of the Commiltee of the Literary Fund, now sowesithy a
eharity, 1854.

TO THE EDPITOR OF THE ZOIST.

Pensylvania Park, Exeter, May 1st, 1854,

S1r,—I have been requested by Mr, Squires, of Hill’s
Court, Exefer, {the zealous and successful mesmeric operator
meutioned in page 8534, Vol. X1, of The Zoist,) fo send
you the enclosed cases, in hope that you may not consider
them unwerthy of a place in your July number, They are

* This was wickedoess. It is incumbent upon us to speak plainly. Medieal
men play this game daily, When they tennot cure a case and their consent
to mesmeric freatment is reguested, they, rather than the patient should be cured
by it, say—Na; your's i3 mot a case for it: or, it will drive the bleod te your
head: or, it will excite you: or, it will produce fits: or, it will cause insanity.
How logg will this wickedness Inst? The public must put an end to it before
long.—Zuist.

YOL. XTT. Y
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very briefly detailed; having been farnished, at the request
of Mr, 8., by the patients themselves, and, I may add, that,
having ample knowledge of hoth parties, 1 can fully corrobo-
rate statements. It need not however escite any surprise
that the patients, being ladies of respectability, should be
desirons of withholding their names and addresses, when we
consider that, even yet, a great majority of “The Faculty™
cotinue to promulgate the impression that any one who pro-
fosses to have been cured by mesmerisra mus be cither a fool
or a “humbug " It is morcover to be kept in mind that
our canse has met with more virnlent opposition down here
than perhaps in any other provincial town im the kingdom:
and we have even had the abominable (and 1 believa unigue/
ease of one medical man attacking the character of another
medical man’s private patient in the public newspapers !

It therefore cannot be a matter of surprise that incoguito
should be considered desivable.

In conclusion, I canunof help expressing my regret, in the
first place, that far more individuals do not turn their atten-
tion to what I denominate “ Mesmerism Proper.” 1If all the
time and atteantion that bave been wasted upon * table-
turning *’ and “spirit-rapping,” &c., had been devoted to the
relief of the sick, by means of mesmeric passes, what an
amount of benefit might have been conferred! And secondly,
it is a great pity that so mauy of those cases, which, like
these caclosed, are attended by delightful success, should
nevertheless remain unpublished; and thus be unkuoown
beyond their own immediate locality.

Hoping that my remarks may be kindly reccived, and
practically adopted by the readers of The Zoist,

I remain, Sir,
Yours most respectfully,
Henry U. Janson,

P.8. Mr. Squires is a capital follow: a worthy, honest,
good man. He is by trade an ornamental gardener.

I. Cure of Intense Dedility and Pain.

A young lady bad been suffering mony montks from verv-
ous debility. She tried change of air, and medical advice,
without any alleviation; and became so wealk that walkiog a
short distance gave her intense pain on the top of her head,
ag if caused by a violent blow, Her eyes were so weak that
she could not bear exposure to light, and reading or working
brought on severe head-ache. She was recommended: to try
mesmerism.
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Having heard Mr, Squires highly spoken of, she sent for
him, He went to her for three weeks, and mesmerised her
for half-an-hour every evening. During this time she gra-
dually improved ; and at the end of that time felt better than
she bad beep for years, and has not had any return of the
complaint.

I1. Cure gf Newralgia.

Miss 8., having tic douloureuxz severely in her face and
head, was recommended fo {ry mesmerism; and, having
known Mr. Squires many years, seut for him—when suffer-
ing such intense pain that she could wot touch the part
affected. After o few ‘“passes” she was able to bear My, 8.
to press hard on her temples and head, and even felt relief
from it. He continued his visits for some wecks, and she
ascribes her ultimate recovery to his ezertions.

Exeter, 1854.

X1V, Cures of Neuwralgia, and of Stiff Necks, &c.
By Mr. CapErN.

¢ The courtier behind is one of that class of gentlemen whe, in referance to
the advancement of social and philoseplical conditions, ©cares for none of these
things ;' he is permitting bimself to be entertained by some of Iarvey's oppo-
nents. These are incavnations of pedantic Minotry and stolid imbecilily—tbe two
great opponents of scientific progress-—whe, by insult and obloquy, shew theiy
hatred of Wiwt who dares, by nsserting truth, unsettle their long-cherished af-
surdities. He who would make mankind wizer and happier must in bis lifetime
endnre ‘moral tribulation ;" and few wen felt this truth more keenly than the
immortal Harvey.”’—d Descriptive Key {o the engraving of Hurvey demonstrat-
fng 2o Charles 1. his theory of the civeulalion of the Mood, p. 9.%

Speedy cure of inlense Neuralyia of the Leg.
“In 1848 1 was attacked with neuralgia, which extended
from my bip to my heel. T at times suffered so much that I
could not sit upon my chair, but was obliged to lie on a sofa
and have soft pillows under me when I took my meals, T
called in my own physician and an apothecary of some note.
They recommended all sorts of medietnes, and I was confined
to my house for six weeks, Then I was advised to try medi-
cated baths, which I did but without auy benefit. I had a
dreadful attack last May, and was confined to my bed for ten
days. As it was impossible for me either to get in or out of
it, for my left leg was perfectly useless, I tried a new medical
man : he gave me a quantity of medicines, and would allow

* The picture i painted by Mr, R, Hanauh and engraved by Mr. H. Leman,
aad it is the property of Mr, J. Hodgson, of Westbourne Terrace, Hyds Pack,
who smiles at mesmerism, — Zofs!.
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me to drink nothing but seltzer water and sherry. I occa-
stonally suffered much pain. The last attack I had was about
a few days before Christmas, when I could not walk except
like a paralyzed man: in fact, my friends thought me para-
lyzed. I was again obliged to lie up for some days. Although
1 went to business I was in a dreadful state of psin. How-
ever, by the advice of My, Beedell, I went to M, Capern to
try what mesmerism would do. I saw him for the first time
on the second of January: and I ean solemuly swear that
after the second visit I jumped over a large chair in my
dining-room, and that after the sixth time of being mes-
merised 1 have had no return of the pain, T can now walk
from my house to the Customs, three miles, and back home
in the afternoon: whereas before seeing Mr, Capern I could
not walk five yards. Mr, Capern made no restriction as to
eating or drinking.

“ Anbrey Walsh.
“ Harrington Square, Hampstead Road.”’*

The following three cases were attended to on three con-
secutive days.

Instantaneous cure of Rigidity,

John Thomas Bettinson, aged one year ten months, son
of Mr. J. G. Bettinson, 21, Charles Street, St. John's Wood.
Oo the morning of the 23th April the parents of this little
child were alarmed by observing an unusual and extraordinary
stiffness in his neck, having no power of motion. His
mother apprehended that there was a formation of water on
the brain, as his hcad rested wholly on the shoulders; whilst
his grandmother believed it to be paralysis, and feared the
result, Mr. Capern called at the house, and, observing the
condition of this fine child, said that he came opportunely,
and prepared to mesmerise him : and, having made the ma-
nipulations for three or four minules, the stiffness entirely
disappeared, and the head regained its original position, and
shortly after he was engaged in playing with other children,
unconscious of the great benefit derived from mesmerism,

Very speedy cure of puin and difficully of swallwing from cold,
Statement of Elizabeth Rodwell, 8, Wellington Terrace, St.
John's Wood.

April 26th. Elizabeth Rodwell states that, on Sunday the
23rd April, she took a cold, which occasioned =a stiffness in

¥ 1n ronsequencs of Me. Capern making no charge, Mr, Aubrey Walsh be-
came a subscriber to the Mesmene Infirmary.



Medical and Catholic-Apostolic eppasition, 313

the neck, and an inability to swallow any solid food, and
ever to take liquids was very difficult and burt her. This
continued from Sunday until Wednesday morning, when Mr.
Capern attended at her residence to visit a patient who had
been benefitted by mesmerism, and, observing that she moved
her head with difficulty, offered to relieve ber; and after a
Jew minufes mesmerising she was relieved from her stiffness
and pain, and was able to swallow her food without difficulty ;
and bas esperienced uno inconvenience from it since. She
had also pains in her chest and limbs, which were entirely
dissipated by three sittings, of about ten minutes each time *

Cure of Pains of the Chest.
Extract from a letter received from Mr. Muskett, Malvern
Wells, May 28.

“T am truly obliged by your note, enclosing sowe more
packets of mesmerised sugar. Two of those formerly sent
I have taken, and found they immediately rcheved slight
spasms o the stomach, producing at the same time the cus-
tomary mesmerised lull in the head and generally through
the frame,

“1 have much pleasure in complying with your request,
and testifying to the core operated upon my cook, Elizabeth
Swmyth, who, after suffering for a week or more from pains in
the chest, was completely relieved after two or three sittings.”?

The sittings did not occcupy above twelve minutes each.

Mr. Muskett called at the Infirmary nearly two years
since, and made a donation to the institution,

* We lave heard that the mistress of this patient was greatly relieved by
Mr. Capern, She had been operated upon fruitlessly by an pcalist ou account
of blindness; and the failure of the operation caused palpitation, irregular action
of the hezrt, and universal newralpic pain, 8he expressed her wish to be mea-
merised to her oculist, who iostantly requested her oot to allow any coe to mes-
merise her, ss she was oo weak ! However, she did request Mr, Capern to
mesmerise her : and her ordinars medical attendant, oo less than bher friends,
was astonished at the benefit.  Soon afterwards she called ou her physician, who
allowed the marked improvement, but declared that these mesmerists would take
their practice from them; adding that her surgeon bod informed bim of it, and
had done the same to her brother, a physician, in America,

We have heard too that a friend of the lady, witnessipg the benefit of mes-
merism, wished to be also mesmerised, but, heing an Irvingite, dared not till she
had asked the permission of the elders of the Catholic-Apostolic Church in
Gordon Sguare, These holy and sympathizing Christians instantly forbad it,
prefecring tbat she should go on suifering rather than avail herself of * the gift
of God,” to use Mr, Sandby’s words. Talk of English edneation! of Eoglish
common sense! of English Christianity ! of the bigotry and intolerauce of
Roman Catholies ! - Zeist,
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XV. A case of Convulsions cured by Mesmerism,
By Mr. Barron, of Woolwich.

73, Minerva Place, King Street, Woolwich,
September 21st, 1853,

Bir,—1 beg leave to acquamt you with a very remarkable
instance of the successful application of mesmerism that
has happened here within the last few days.

A little boy, aged one year and nine months, whose pa-
rents are labouring people, named Slade, living on Plumstead
Common, was scized on Saturday night last with coavulsive
fits of such a violent character as to threaten immediate
death. The mother in great alarm and anxiety, after seeking
the aid of six different doctors in Woolwich, who were either
absent or unable to attend, at length obtained the nssistance
of Dr. Bossey, who npon secing the coadition of the child
said he had been summoned too late : some powders, however,
were given by the Doctor’s direction, The symptoms con-
tinued unabated during the night, and, wheu Dr. B. visited
the child on the Sunday morning, he exprossed his surprise
at finding it still alive,

At the request of Mr. Me Bride (whose infant son T had
radically cured of cpileptic fits of the most dangerous cha-
racter by mesmerism, after Dr. Bossey had given up the case
as hopeless, and bomoeopathic treatment lind failed ander
Dr, Epps), I saw this little boy on Sunday morning immedi-
ately after the Doctor had called. The child was then in a
kind of lethargy, but preseutly a severe fit came on; and,
while those around were busied in applying vinegar to its
head and hands, I desired them to stand aside, and, laying
my hands upon iis forehead, the symptoms seemed to be
arrested, for the child at once became quiet and fell asleep.
I continued to mesmerise it for half an hour, placing one
haod to the back of its head and making downward passes
with the other. 1 then left it in a deep and tranquil sleep,

Upon calling again the same evening, I was surprised to
find the child sitting up, feeding itself with arrow root, and
asking repeatedly for more. I found that the sleep had con-
tinued for five hours after I had left, and no wmore fits had
occurred, 'The family were astonished at the change which
had taken place. T again mesmerised it for half an hour as
before, producing n deep sleep, which lasted for eight hours.

Upon my ealling on the Monday morning, the child was
up and dressed and appearcd perfectly well : it had eaten a
very hearty breakfast, and vo further symptoms of the dis-
order had appeared. 1In fact, the recovery was complete. I
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thought there would be no harm in mesmerising it again; but
this time slecp was not produced, probably because the system
did not require it.

The mother, who bas lost seven children by the same
disorder, wlich carried them off at about the same age as
this little boy, loaded me with thanks and congratulations,
for she was sure that mesmerism had saved the child, though
such is the stupid prejudice existing on the subject that it
was not without hesitation and reluectance that she consented
to have it tried at a time when the child’s death was looked
for as certain.

I think that any one who had witnessed this case woukd
pronounce it one of the most undeniable proofs ever adduced
of the cfficacy of mesmerism. '

I have given these brief particnlars, hoping the nature of
the case will sufficiently escuse my trespassing upon your
attention.

I am, 8ir, your most obedient servant,
G, Bagrton,
To Dr. Elliotson, for the Editor of The Zois?,

NUOTE BY DH. ELLIOTZON.

T consider this & very important, thongh a swall and mo-
destly rclated, fact. In such cases mesmeric treatment is
invaluable. The eommon routine is to put the child in a
warm bath,—which is all very well; to put leeches on the
head or take blood in some other way,—a measuve but
too often unsatisfactory, useless, and sometimes injurious;
and to give purgatives, which may be more or less beneficial,
but too often fail, and may be readily carried injuriously
far : the horrid application of blisters and other irritants, and
heaps of filthy drugs generally given in addition, do no more
in most cases than distress the poor little thing, and possibly
aggravate matters, A dose of aperient without taste, such as
a few greins of calomel, enough to operate of itself, mized
with sugar, and the application of cold, if possible iced, water
to the head, are very proper. But the child should be steadily
mesmerised by very slow passes from head to foot, or by
pointing at its eyes, or at their region if they are closed, or by
keeping the bare hand upon the head hour after hour, or by
all. But indefatigable perseverance may be required. 1f
mesmerism were kaditually used by parents in all the diseases
of children, acufe and ehronic, the benefit would be incaleu-
lnble, T repeat the word, incelculable, 1 cannot refer to all
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the proofs of the utility of wesmerism in the diseases of
childhood recorded in The Zoigf, but may beg attention to
the very interesting cases of Mr. W, Snewing’s child by him.
self in No. XIX,, p. 252, and of Mr. Colbourne’s child by
himself in No. XXXIV,, p. 6.

A retired medical gentleman, who a year or two ago saw
clearly that mesmerism was a reality, had a child seized with
fever. He enquired whether I thought mesmerism would be
of service, and I assured him it would. The child recovered,
and this is his letter :—

7, Claremont, Hastines, Sussex, Oct, 30, 1853.
*¢ Dear Bir,—1I write to tender you iy sincere thanks for your
kindness in recommending mesmerism for wy little girl, who had
fever at Hampstend : I believe it was the only thing which seved her
life under the blessing of God.
* Believe me, yours very truly,
¢ Dr. Elliotson.” « Jonx W. WEEBS.

If the profession did not hourly and indefatigably exert
itself to prevent mankiod from possessing one of the greatest
Llessings ever hestowed upon our race, and mankind wonld
rise above the influence of the profession, oh how greatly would
the sufferings of innocent childhood be lessened !

BOOKS RECEIVED.

Medicing Mentiz, or, Spirituatiom ! commonly ceiled dnimal Magnetism, or
Mewmnerism, considered eatirely as a curative agent., By Huogh Hastings, M.D.
Cheltenham : 1854,

The British Jowrnal of Hommopathy, July. Loadon: 1834,

Mognétivme ef Mugndtothergpie. Par le Gomte de Stzapary. Deuxidme
Edition, Paris: 1R54.

Great Tyuths in Little Sfories : or, drope of wisdom for childhood. 18564,

Fales of a large Family : or, recovds of the hive, the nest, and the bower,
1854,

Poems from my Fereside : an affectionate offering for the young, 1854.

Al by Miss Goadluck, No. 8, Ormend Street, Queen Square.

NOTICES TO CORREBPONDENTS.

We return thaoks to Mr. Andrew Beater, of 4, Aldermanbury, for his kind-
ness in twice advertising oar last Nomber in the Critic: and to Me. Jenson, of
Exeter, for sending copies of it to different papers at his own espense,

In our next we hope to publish Dy, Costeli’s phrenclogical sccount of
M. Alexsnder Dumas, and mesmeric communications from Dr. Motherwell of
Auvstralia, My, Tubbs, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Ricard, and Dr, Elliotson.

Errata.

p. 210, 1, 15, for *'was,’’ read 1ere,
P 243, 1, 31, for @ Dr. John Arthur Wilson,”’ read Dr, James Arthur Tilso.
. 246, 1. 27, ditta.



