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{Cencluded from ouy last.)

But what is their possession? What is the essential cha-
racter of that mental condition under which men and women,
in newise especially distingnished by extraordinary mental
capecity in their nsual state, become, novertheless, capable of
writing or dictating productions which with mauy pass for
the veritable offspring of defunct gemins? What was the
condition, we ask in rveturns, of the poor peasants who, as
demoniacs in the middle ages, used to carry on a vigorous
controversy with the learned ecclesiastics who acted as their
exorcists ! What was that condition of mind in which the
poor ignorant persecuted Camisards of the Cevennes used to
utter long and elequent sermons in their sleep? a phenome-
non re-developed in Sweden in our own day. What is the
nature of 1hat exaltation in the mental functions under which
individoals 1 the trapee life have in all ages been found
capable of performing intellectual achieveraents to which
they could afford o approximation in their usual condition
of body and mind? As to the vivid and recurrent conscions-
ness of a fictitious personality, the annals of every insane
asylam will fursish abundant illustrations in point, while the
experience of the electro-biologist is sufficient to show that,
given a certain degree of susceptibility and a certain intensity
of impression, yon may develop uot only an erroncous
human, but even superinduce a false and foul brute, person-
ality ; so that not only shall a very simple citizen fancy him-
self Prince Albert, but, by a sad reverse, may afterwards
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R No evidence of spiritual agency.

conceive himself a hound in the royal kennel!  These high-
wrought media are no doubt posscssed, but it is by an idea,
and not by a spirit. Our good friends of the uuion err in
supposing -a budding poet ov essayist must of necessity be
actually entered by the ghost of the man Shelley or Johuson,
instead of being, as is really the ecase, possessed, or rather
shall we say filled, by the spirlt of his beautiful or thoughtful
works,  Alas for the Arcadian simplicity, which is ignorant
of the great fact, that imitation is the condition of production
for nineteen-twentieths of all ony perishing hiterature—
that an original is a Godsent but too seldom vounchsafed—
and that, for many generations afterwards, the utmost which
“marked eapacity’” of the *talent” order can accomplish, is
but to act as an echo, ever growing fainter and fainter withal,
till a fresh voice be revealed to the ears of a startled genera-
tion! We wish onr possessed friends all possible success in
transcribing fresh  Ravens” and * Queen Mabs,™ and,
indeed, new “ Hamlets™ and “ Macbeths,” if such be attaio.
able by any process of introverted self-consciousness: but
would simply hint, that those who follow can uever quite
equal those who lead; and that the imitator must of neces-
sity fall immeasurably short of the transcendent excellence
of an original master. Of iuvternal evidence as to their
spiritual origin, these ghostly dictations contain not a particle
—they, pone of them, trauscend in depths of thought, in
grandeur of conception, or in elevation of sentiment, those
magnificent and soul-inspiring productions which we have
inherited from genius clothed in flesh. Neither does the
rythm or rhyme tell of those celestial cadences which might
be supposed to convey some faint reverberation of the fanltless
harmenies in which the angels express their delight and tle
scraphim embody their rapt adoration. The sages of the
past have not become wiser, nor lave the poets aftained to
an imagination more purc and exalted than when on earth.
Their heavenly companionship has left no traces of its ele.
vating and ennobling influence on their present cowmimuni-
cations, as compared with their previons productions, On
the coutrary, their excellemes has rather become decadent,
and their glory waxed diw, during thewr heavenly sojourn, so
that it is hetter to converse with their works as mortal men,
than with these their present revelations as departed spirits.
These credentials, then, arc wanting in all the esscantial evi-
dences of their being more than simple human productions ;
as such, they carry with them no convincing demonstration
ofﬁ being anything more than the results of unaided buvman
effort.
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Ignorance of mesmerie facts, and of the results of spon-
taneous extacy in other ages, is manifestly observable through-
out most of the statemeunts and arguments both of the
spiritualists and their opponents. The latter deny facts
which nearly every age has witnessed, and which science is
now perfectly competeat to reproduce ; and the latter, while
admitting these extraordinary phenomena, are nevertheless,
from want of acquaintance with their essential character,
tempted to completely misinterpret them. There is plenty
of fanaticnl zeal on either side, but » sad want of enlighten-.
ment oo both. The entire movement is but a reproduction
of what other epochs have frequently witnessed, namely, the
birth of a faith by the misinterpretation of nature. The new
creed in soher truth, with all its pompous pretensions of lead-
ing mankind to brighter anticipations in reference to immor-
tality, is obviously founded on a palpable mistake as to facts
connected with abnormal, or at all events, unusual, conditions
of the corporeal system. In place of a grand revelation it is
simply a nervous epidemie, the extravagancies of which have,
as in many other notable instances on record, been incon-
ceivably aggravated by the all-pervading iropression on the
minds both of the suhjects and spectators that the pheno-
mena devoloped were of & spiritual and miraculous, instead
of a physiological and natural, ordee. The morbid suscepti-
bility of highly sensitive organisms, with the cffects thenece
resulting, has been mistaken for the direct intervention of
spiritual agencies. This is a dangerous error, for the exalted
faith of these enthusiasts, having risen to its present towering
altitude under the factitious stimulation of thanmaturgic
wonders, will be but too ready to collapse into fathomless
doubt and disbelief, when the false proofs on which it has so
exnltingly rested shall have been removed hy the simple pro-
cess of a philosophic explanation of those manifestations,
which have been deemed ghostly on the fallacious ground of
their being rare. A faith so insecurely founded, and yet
withal patting forth such arregaut claims to teach with au-
thority on that mysterious subject, the immediate state of the
departed, whereon the wisest have been contented to hold
their opinions in the suspense of an cxpectant faith rather
than in the confidence of a direct intuition or of a coercive
logic—a faith so abvionsly based on ignorance of those very
subjects of investigation to which its pretended wonders are
so nearly allied, eannot fail, we say, to prave a fearfully nns-
gutding light to its vetaries now, and one that, when it shall
have been extinguished with all its claims to the preternatural
hy a more expznsive philosoply, will, 1 fear, leave its deluded
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4 Wonderful feats of these comicol spirits,

devotees in the tenfold darkoess of a recurrent, and to them
overwhelming, scepticiam,

I have now, for the purpese of completing our survey of
the spiritual wanifestations, to contemplate some of those
extraordinary results which involve an apparent suspension
or contradiction of the usuwal and koown laws of nature,
among which we are undoubtedly aceustomed to think that
of gravitation as among the most extensive in its sphere of
operation and the best established by its ever present facts
with philosophers., But alas, for established truths in these
days of disquietude and disruption! It seerus the spiritualisls
have set at utter defiance the universally received idea that
cverything terrestrial always gravitates towards the earth,
and, in most sovereign contempt for this very respectable
truism, have not only eaused sundry grave pieces of house-
hold furniture to execute, untouched by human hands, most
marvellons evolutions of the terpsichorean order—in which
they lLave pircuetted about drawing rooms never before so
defiled withi the unsecmly vanities of faslionable life—bnt, in
addition fo this, the originators aud prime movers of all this
domestic necromancy, not contented with this strange display
of lightness of purpese in things, have also proceeded to the
quite unjustifiable length of affording a similar exhibition of
all want of gravity in their own proper persons. Thus, not
only have tables been accasionally lifted into the air, and this,
too, when loaded with the corporcal dignity of soue comfort-
able senator, but the media have in a similar manner been
projected into the atmosphere, and sustained there quite
unassisted by any perceptible conveniences for such unpsusl
exaltation, In additiocn to all this, we find that musical
instruments ao longer need the aid of a performer to give
birth to their appropriate souunds, but, on the contrary, in
a state of the most astounding instrumental independence,
occasionally dash off iuto melodious strains so charming and
withal mysterious that the renowned Paganini himself, were
he alive, might despair of equalling such wild and delicious
tones, even though he were in proprie personc to execute his
justly-famed  dance of witches.” Nay, deceased gentlemen,
it seems, whose autograpbs on ’Change, or in the ministerial
bureau, were ouce potentially known, and the recollection of
which iz still so vividly preserved among survivors as to
produce an instant recognition on its presentment—these
venerable merchants and statesmen have, despite the absence
of their former corporeal instruments, succeeded in grasping
a pencil, and thus re-executed their usuyl sign-wanual to the
wouder and admiration of all subsequent beholders. Of a
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very truth we are here verging on the borders of the magieal ;
and, lest your readers should suppose that I am testing the
extent of their credulity by the gravity of my jokes, I will
take the liberty of mtrpducing them face to face with a
worthy ex-senator of the Transatlantic republic, whe cen
thus, being certainly of age, speak for himseif.

It shonld be premised that the following extracts are from
a letter by N. P. Tallmadge, late Senator of the United
States. It was written to a lady, and contains a long
and detailed narrative of his intercourse with the spirit of
his deceased friend, the late Mr. John C. Calhoun, the cele-
brated American statesman. It is dated April 12th, 1852,
and consequently presents us with the existing condition of
“ spiritunlism in high places.” 1 may add this letter appeared
in the New York Tridune of March 23rd, was then copied
into the Spiritual Telegraph, and has been subsequently
published in exfenso in this country, together with other
correspondence hy Mr. Tallinadge on the same subject, in
the National Quarlerly Review of Mr. Robert Owen, who
has been recently converted to the Rappist faith, acd with it
to a belief in the existence and immortahty of the sonl,

 After the arrival of the Misses Fox in Washington eity
in February last, I called on them by appointment, and at
once received a communication from Calhoun.”

The communication is then given, after which the writer
proceeds :—

“ During the above communication of Calhoun, the table
maved oceasioually, perhaps a foot, first one way and then
the other. After the communication closed, we all moved
back from the table—{rom two to four feet, so that no one
touched the tsble. Suddenly the table moved from the
position it occupied, some three or four feet, Tested a few
moments, and then moved hack to its original position. Then
it again moved as far the other way, and returned to the
plece it started from. One side of the tahle was then raised,
and stood for 2 few moments at an angle of about thirty-five
degrees, and then again rested on the foor as usual.”’

¢ The table was a large, heavy, round table, at which ten
or a dozen persons might be seated at dinner. During all
these movemenis no person touched the {able, nor was any one
near it.” After this the spirit requested them to get another
square table: this was accordingly done, when the writer
again proceeds :

“The square table was of cherry, with four legs—a large-
sized tea table. It was brought out and substituted for the
round one, the leaves being raised. I took my seat on the
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centre ; the three ladies sat at the sides and end, their
hands and arms resting upoa it. This of course added to
the weight to be raised; namely, my own weight, and the
weight of the table. Two legs of the table were then raised
about six inches from the floor, and then the other two were
raised to a level of the first, so that the whole lable was
suspended in the wir aboul siz inches above the floor, While
thus seated on it, I could find a gentle vibratory motion, as 1f
floating in the atmosphere. After being thus suspended 1o
the air for a few moments, the table was gently let down
again to the foar.

“ At a subsequent meeting, Calboun directed me to bring
three hells and a guitar: I brought them aceordingly. The
bells were of different sizes—the largest like a small-sized
dinner bell, He dirccted a drawer to be put under the
square table. Iput under it a bureau drawer, bottom-side up.
He directed the bells to be placed on the drawer. The three
ladies and myself were seated at the table, with our hands
and arms resting upon it. The bells commenced ringing in
a sort of chime. Numerous raps were made, as if beating
time to a marck. The hells continued to ring, aud to chime
in with the besting of time. The time of the march was
flow and solewn ; it was beautiful and perfect; the most
fastidious ear conld find no discrepancy in it.

“The raps then ceased, and the bells rang violently for
severnl minutes. A bell was then pressed on my foot, my
ankle, and my knee. This was at different times repeated ;
knocks were made most vehemently against the under side
of the table, so that a large tin candlestick was by every blow
raised completely from the table by the concussion,

* Here the ringing of the bells ceased, and then I felt sen-
sibly and distinetly the impression of 2 hand on my foot, ankle,
and knee, *These manifestations were several times repeated.

T was then directed to put the guitar on the drawer, We
were all seated as before, with cur hands and arms resting on
the table.

““ The guitar was touched softly and gently, and gave forth
sweet, and delicious sounds, like the accompaniment to =
beantiful and exquisite piece of music. It then played a sort
of symphony, in much louder and bolder tones,”

The following is the writer's account of the noode in which
he obtained the spiritual autograph of his deceased friend : —

“We mel pursuant to appointment, took our seats at the
table, our hands and arms resting on it as usual. I placed
the paper with my silver cased pencil on the drawer, and
said— My friend, I wish the sentence to be in your own
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handwriting, so that yoor friends will recognize it. He
replied, “You will know the writing.” He then said, ‘ Have
your mind on the spirit of John C. Calhoun.” I soon hegrd
a rapid movement of the pencil on the paper, and a rustling
of the paper, together with a movement of the drawer. I was
then directed to look under the drawer. T looked, and found
my pencil outside of the drawer, near my feet, but found no
paper in the drawer where I placed it, On raising up the
drawer, 1 discovered the paper all under it; the sheets were a
little deranged, and, on examining, I found on the outside
sheet these words——f I'm with you still.” This autograph was
subsequently shown to several of Mr, Calhoun’s friends, and
at once recognized as his.”

Have your readers horne with me during these lengthened,
and we may truly say, terrvible, extracts ? I would not have
subjected them to such an infliction, but it is so cmineatly
charucteristic throughout of the higher range of nayratives now
flooding Arerica in ever increasing numbers. Judge Edmonds,
to whom I have alrendy alluded, has, it is said, without the
aid of the Misses Fos, produced effects egually marvellous.
I trust that all will now perceive the grievous absurdity of
limiting our remarks on this subject to table-moving, or to
the achievements of the median who bave yet arrived in
Britain, Wait till the bievophants of this modern magie
appear in the Turcpean Babylon. Belgravia has been stirred
from the repose of its fashionable sanctuaries already by the
performances of those simple priestesses, who have come but
as the precursors of thuse true thaumaturgic vestals, the
Misses Fox, already, it is said, preparing for a descent this
winter on that Californian realm for the celebrated—the west
end during the season. And what is to hecome of exeitable
Paris, and wystic Germany, vnder such an influx of the
unaccountable?  Bhall we be pardoned for asking what will
be the result of all this, even to grave and decorous Scotland,
should such things be achieved here in her Athenian capital,
and subsequently throughout the length and breadth of her
varied provinces? Is it to be wondered at that tens of
thousands have been carried away by such a current into the
gulph of a boundless fanaticism, where they become the easy
vietims of every fresh hallucination which may chance to be
conceived in the brain of some powerful medium. Verily,
the matter is of an aspect sufficiently important to attract the
wost serious attention of all who have the moral and
intellectual well being of the community at heart, and who
would not willingly permit this flood of superstiticn to come
upon an utterly unprepared generation.
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But to return to our atterupted explanation of the fore-
going phenomena. To what class of facts do tley belong?
and have we anything analogous to thewm in previons history ?
They are the results of the will power, and the records of the
supposed preternatural in all ages and countries abound with
narratives of similar manifestations. These, it must he
admitted, are bold assertions: but let ug to the proof. That
the human organism can under certain counditions radiate
a foree, which, like that of the magnet in relation to iron,
can atiract or repel various substances, such as articles of
furniture, &c., was clearly shewn in the case of Angelique
Cottin, 2 young Freach glovemaker, aged fourteen, nvesti-
gated by the veteran Arago, and reported upon by him to
the Paris Academy of Sciences, at its sitting on the 16th of
February, 1846, In this case, however, the movements were
involuntary ; but im the narrative of the disturbances at
Mr. Mompesson’s house in Tedworth, in the year 1661, we
have equally astounding results produced by the will of an
absent drummer, who, 1t seems, contrived to sustain a most
harassing series of warches and other military harmonies
upon a drum, then kept securely in the posscssion of Mr. M.,
who bad taken possesston of this martial instrunment by way
of punishing its errant master, wlo, in return, inflieted the
most vexatious annoyanees on the worthy gentleman. We
have also sowewhat similar results in the case of Frederica
Hauffe, the celebrated seeress of Preverst, whose voice has
thus been heard in one locality while she was in another, and
who also could produce raps and other sounds at a distance.
In short, the records of all time show that men can, under
certalu ercumstances, act as well as perceive at a distance.
This seems indeed to be the positive phase of extatic mani-
festation, that ie which there is not merely the receptive
power in reference to impressions from remote objects, but
also the still higher ability to ray forth a force upon them.
Tt exhibits the clairvoyant percipient rising to the level of a
reactive agency, proporiionate to his recipient susceptibility.
It is an exhibition of power coroparatively nukrown in these
latter ages, bat with which the thaumaturgists of antiquity
were once familiar. It is the grand motor for all genuine
magical phenomena of the physieal order, and, bowever un-
palatable to our savans, it is # power whose astounding effects
they will yet have to humbly investigate. I believe, then,
that the effects testified to by Mr. Tallmadge, although
no doubt greatly exaggerated in the narrative, had a basis 1n
fact, and were, in so far as they were actnal, produced by
spirits, but by spirits clothed with mortal garments like
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ourselves. They werc, in short, the result of the combived
will of himself and party, the Misses Fox furnishing the
principal motor, and Mr. T, the chief regulating or directing,
power. It was n fine reproduction of those necromantic
scenes by which Apolionius of Tyana and other masters
of the occult sv powerfully impressed their disciples in the
olden time, when the usually Jatent energies of the human
mind were cffectually evolved by the prolonged and careful
training of individuals endowed with organizations of the
requisite susceptibility for such cxtraordinary feats.

Such an explanation will of course he laughed to secorn by
all who are ignorant of or disbelievers in the higher range of
mesmeric phenomena, or who are unread in the mystic lore of
the occult sciences. Soch individuals will at once deny the
facts, however supported by apparently unexceptionable and
continually increasing evidence. This 15 no doubt a source of
safety, while the enchanters remain at a distance: but 1t is a
circumstance not s little noteworthy, as attaching to thesc
extraordinary displays of mental power, that preeisely those
who were the most firm in depying the facts when omly
supported by evidence, generally succumbed the most
abjectly to a superstitious belief in the supernatural when
the “incredible and impossible” phenomena were actnally
presented to their own senses. As we have before remarked,
ignorance, so far from being a safeguard, is a snare. The
adept is only poteutial as a preternatural wonder-worker
among those who are unacquainted with his processes, and
who consequently, overwhelmed by his results, sink at once
and without further enguiry inte a blind submission to his
teachings. Were the narrative of Mr. Tallmadge the only
oune of the kind extant, 1 should be inchned to account for
his experiences by attributing them solely to a biclogical
condition of his system at the time he witnessed these
portentaus effects : buf similar testimony is so continually
borne by other and independent observers that such an ex-
planation, however plausible, would, 1 feel assured, eventually
prove uptenable. Let it be distinetly recolleeted that we
shall have to look such facts in the face, that their arrival
heve is ouly a question of time, and that a shallow philosophy
of mere negation will prove utterly incompetent to save either
its professors or the multitude from the eonsequences which
have ever ensued under similar circumstances—namely, that
those who pertinaciously deuy the phenomeuna of nature as
facts, are, on their undeniable presentment, compelled to
receive them as miracles.

It appears that only iu a very few instances have the
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ghosts yet become either visible or vocal, under both which
highly satisfactory forms of presentment, however, 1 suspeet
they will yet affict or edify our transatlantic friends. The
movement has obviously not yet attained to its culminating
point ; in short, the knowa limits of nature in the produetion
of results have not yet been reached, and consequently there
is still a considerable margin left for exaltation in the
character of the phenomena. Neither appareatly has the
maximum of numerical progression been yet passed, for the
ratc of conversion seems to be rather inereasing than di-
minishing, while there is obviously a growing confidence in
the ultimate success of their creed, and a steadily advancing
tendency to missionary enterprises on the part of the
Rappists, anything but indicative of a fajlure in spirit or
resources. They profess to aim at nothing less than the
spiritual enlightenment of the whole world, and 1 doubt not
that their “rise and progress” will be among the more
important features of our age that bistory will have to
narsate as circumstances characteristic of tbe nineteenth
century.

I will now, for the purpose of concluding my remarks on
this strange and traly portentous revival of lheathen and me-
dizeval superstition, endeavour to sum up and state as con-
cisely as possible some of the ohjections which have been
urged against the dootrives and practices of the rappists on
moral and logical grounds, together with their advocacy and
reply. Their opponents, then, have dwelt much on the fact,
that the supposed spiritual interlocutors, who come to teach
the simple inhabitauts of earth with such paramount authority
in reference to things celestial, have not, in the wajority of
instauces, made themselves so far acquainted with things
terrestrial as {0 maintain an accurate obscrvance even of
the simple rules of orthography, in rapping out their supra-
muadane communications through the alphabet. While
others exhibit such a sovereign contempt for the laws of
syntax, and other recondite mysteries of grammar, as
ciearly to shew that Lindley Murray’s labour of love was
very nearly in vain, in so far at least as the progress of his
ghostly pupils was concerned. Nay, what is still more
astoundmg, it is found that certein lustrious literati, who
certainly never were suspected of labouring under such
deficiencies during life, have now, in their upward and
onward progress from sphere to sphere, left so much of their
mortal dross behind as to have actually become oblivious of
some of the simplest principles of composition; and, while
no doubt effectually mastering supernal lore, have apparentiy
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forgotten, as probably beneath their regard, those manifold
temporal attainments to which in some measure they doubt-
less owed their well-earned reputation with mortal men.
Nay, the spirits of deceased savans have, it is said, on some
notable occasions, displayed hut a very superficial knowledge
of the laws of the physical universe, and have replied to
certain searching questions In a manner so vague and
unsatisfactory as to indicate apything but & profounder and
more aceurate knowledge of nature than that which they
possessed when denizens of this lower terragueous realm.
To all these rather grave and admitted objections it has been
somewhat ingeniously replied, that the medinm, as the name
implies, is the instrument for transmitting a1l this spiritual
knowledge—is the one chanvel through which it has to be
passed—is in short the morzl atmosphere through which
alone such transecendent solar luminosity can reach our dull
aud corpores] senses, and so act upon our contracted and
materinhized minds. Now, suns may shine as brightly as
they please, but envious clonds will nevertheless occasionally
intervene, and obscure the radiance which is yet pouring
with unmitigated effulgence bebind them. 8o it is, say
these casy avd good-natured apologists, with the media;
they, by their ignorance and incapacity, but too often ohscure
and stultify the luecid messages which they, as incowpetent
ageots, transmit from the inhabitants of one sphere of being
to those of another. It is not in short the spirits who are
igunorant but their reporters, who, it seems, by an inversion
of the process said to be employed in reference to a certain
honourable house, so far from eonverting turgid nonseuse,
confused statements, and meaningless platitudes, inte the
readable expositions of sentiment ¢ontained ju our news-
papers, do, on the cantrary, in tle most culpable mauner,
confound, weaken, and utterly vitiate, the truly sublime and
exalted communications of which they thos become the
lamentably inefficient vehicles. Now all this may or may not
be true, and its meceptance as a2 sufficient apology will of
course depend to some extent on the calibre—we had almost
determined to nse the vulgar word “swallow”—of the minds
to whom it may be addressed : but, accepted or rejected, we
do not see how it can very greatly modify the estimate we
are likely to form of the genuineness and anthenticity as
spiritnal revelations of the communications yet received, If
these heavenly messages, to a considerable extent, confes-
sedly take their tone as high or low in sentiment, clear or
confused in statement, correct and elegant or vulgar and
contemptible in language, as the medium used chauces to be



12 The spirits are lerrible liars.

educated or the reverse, or, when highly susceptible to
thought.-reading, as the company assembled happeus to e of
a superior or inferior order of minds, what evidence Lave we,
I say, that the whole seeming communication is anything
more than a psychical echo of ideas already existing in, or of
knowledge alveady attained to by, the mortal intelligences
who constitute the circle or are in ruppor! with its mem-
bers? Of the entire honesty of the narrators of these
extraordinary transactions I do not for a moment doubt;
but of their ignorance of mesmerism, or incapacity to apply
its facts to the scientific elucidation of the phencroena now
oceurring in Ameriea, the entire literature of the rappists
affords the most ample and convincing evidence.

But a still more formidable chjection to receiving the
teachings of such spirits as have thus far spoken through
maost of the existing wedia yet remains to be stated, and
this is, that they are confessedly liars. The same spivit will
sometimes contradict him or herself in statements respecting
either this world or the next, and nothing is more comuwon
than for one ghostly interlocutor to declare that some other
who has previously communicated is an untrustworthy and
deceiving spirit! Nay, when one purporting to he Benjamin
Franklin has uttered his © wise saws,” it is vo unusual thing
for a second to announce himself as the veritable American
sage, and forthwith declare that his predecessor was & shame-
less counterfeit! And there is somewhere in the States a
select orthiodox circle whose purer celestial visitants roundly
assert that the spirits of all other circles are mere wonder-
working devils, sent on earth with permissior to undermine
the faith and practice of all who are so foolish as to place
trust in them! And already a multitudinous diversity of
ridiculous tests are being had vecourse to for the purpose
of “trying the spirits” and discovering whether they he in
truth what they represent themselves. Sundry recipes for
detecting the bad and detaining the good spirits are also
occasionally promulgated, together with many other absurdi-
ties, visible enough to those on the cuiside of these charmed
enclosures, hut seemingly qoite iuvisible to all who are in-
volved in this moral “dance of death.” What does fhe
reader think of the following admission by the Rev. Adin
Ballou, one of the most eloquent and amiable advocates of
the spirit theory who has yet written on the subject,  Re-
sponses have been made purporting to come from the spirits
of persous deceased, giving their names, velationships to the
living, and various communications, but afterwards it turned
out that the persous represenfed as dead were alive in the
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flesh.” “In other (eases) low, uncouth, profane, obscens,
and vulgar sentences of words were spelled out.” After
many similar admissions, the reverend writer concludes his
strange parsgraph thus:—“In fine, specimens of almost
everything incoherent, coutradictory, deceitful, and absurd
have come from what purported to be spirits, in this class of
manifestations,” No wonder Mr. Ballou ard his co-helievers
find it necessary to divide the spirits iuto reliadle and wun-
relinble.

Let us now look at some of the logical inconsequences and
prepostercus statements of our rapping friends. They tell
us that in the next sphere of heing every mind forms its own
envirenment from habits of thought and action indulged in
here, and that, wevertheless, each spirit is comparatively
happy and essentially progressive, In plain language, they
mean that every buman being is at death franslated to a
sphere of exsistence in which le or she is rendered capable of
gratifying all previons desires to the uttermost, withont any
of the moral or physical restraints which are happily interposed
between desire and gratification; and that, nevertheless,
emidst this unlimited indulgence there is moral progress,
That with everything to tempt and nothing to restrain, with
exhaustless facilities for pleasure and an utter incapacity for
the experience of pain, natures utterly brutalized and de-
graded here can yet uunderge an effective purification and
edification of their entire moral and intellectual being there,
Have these credulous prople ever seen some grovelling crea-
ture, unfortunately endowed with that “open sesame,”—a
well-filled purse, that is, with temporal and practical ability
for extensive, alibough fortunately not uulimited, indulgence
in the prevailing propensities of hiz nature; and have they
not tuo often seen the sad result of this combination of cir-
cumstances, namely, human Dbeastiality carried to its nlti-
mate? Arve the gamester, the dronkard, and the profligate,
on the road fo progress, when supplied with the means for
recommencing their career and reperpetrating their demora-
lizing actions, without death to awe or disease and poverty to
restrain them 7 Alas! for the enunciation of amiable twaddle
on subjects so serious!

That the delectable young ladies, who coustitute so large
a proportion of the more celebrated media in America, would
make a very endurable hereafier by the realization of all the
pretty desires, we can readily conceive. To pass the earlier
stages of an eternal existence in finting roses, reading novels,
executing everlastingly new polkas, wnd at due intervals
soothing the sublime sorrows or checking the amiable fro-
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wardoess of some immortal lap-dog, may perhaps seem very
innocent, if not very emuncbling, avocations for departed
spirits. But—aye, we repeat that grave monosyllable—but,
all earthly minds have not so limited their desires, so regu-
lated their habits; and, if translated to immortality with all
their present pursuits and proclivities, with all their custo-
mary associates and adjuncts, and endowed, morcover, with
the fearful prerogative of an indefinite call for everything
which a thoroughly sensualized mind could wish, 1 fear, such
minds so conditioned, instead of steadily asccpding to a
higher, would inevitable descend to a lower, sphere. More-
over, what a palpable contradiction have we herc; for, if the
next sphere be in truth the analogue of this, then it must be
so entirely and not partially. Why, if that too be a state of
trial and tuition like this; why, we say, leave out the sombre
analogues of our death, disease, disgrace, poverly, hunger,
and the thousand other painful processes of discipline by
which an erring humanity is providentially restrained within
some limitation and the fearful tide of a world’s depravity
Las boundaries set to its advance by One who can say with
power to its consuming waves, thus far and no fapther?
Away, we say, to the priests of Brahma and Bndha, wlose
painful transmigrations preach a sterner morality than this,
Away to the Moslem Moollah, whose sensual beaven is at
least reserved for the faithful of his ereed. Does man indeed
reap a8 he has sown? Then vot on the downy beds of ease
will the eriminally voluptuous expiate thetr sins agaiost the
purity and weal of our common race. The creed that dares
not avow those laws which are the unavoidable reguiremcnis,
the inevitable necessity, of a moral universe, and substitutes
in the place of this stern legislation the mawkish dreams of
a maudlin sentimentality, stands thereby, in the face of the
whole creation, a God-proclaimed falsity, 2 lie against the
fundamental coustitution of things, and will prove a snarc
to its votaries now, and be considercd as a contemwptible sole-
cism in morals by every manly and right-minded generation
hereafter, These pretended spiritual comamunications bear
throughout the stamp and impress of minds which dare not
look consequences in the face. In their puerile sketch of an
ulterior condition of being, the pusillanimous wish has indeed
proved father to the weak and pitiable thought. Talk of
their descriptions of heavenly spheres as authentic delinea-
tions by their inhabitants! Why, one stroke from the pen
of true genius, one terrible line from Dante, one sublime
burst from Milton, were of more worth, for true grandeur
and power of embodiment, than all the diffused feebleness
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and strained inanity which have yet been riddled from the
confused heap of cooflicting trash thus palmed on the world
as an authorized communication from celestial intellizences,

It now only remains, by way of completing our sketch of
this strange raovement, to inform the reader of those sources
whence he may obtain access to facts and details that the
nature and necessarily limited extent of the present commu-
wication wonld not permit of my introducing. The first
work, then, to wbich I woald recommend his attention, is
Sights and Sounds, hy Spicer, an English gentleman, who
was 1u America during most of the excitement on the rap-
ping, &c., and who has furnished us with a very rcadable
narrative of “the mystery of the day,” as he terms the spinit
mauifestations. The author advances no theory, and merely
furnishes an histovieal sketch of the facts which bad trawo-
spired from the commencement of the movement till he pab-
lished his work. The voluwe also contains a slight sketeh of
similar mapifestations at other periods, and 1s altogether
a very pleasing production, not the less se, perhaps, for
heing obvicusly the wark of an unpractised hand. The
writer, in shert, is no bookmaker; oot in the slightest sense
of the term “an author by profession.” In his ¢ Sequel,”
I am sorry to observe a certain waspish tendency towards his
reviewers and oppouvents, Above all, he need not have hit
quite so hard at Mrs, Zoist, sceing that the old lady, if such
she be, has certainly dene some good service in her day and
generation to the cause of “t{ruth against the world.” When
Mr. Spicer has had a few years more experience in the ad-
vocacy of an unpopular subject, he will know the full value
of insensibility, whether natural or acquired. No man should
attempt to disturb the hormets who has not the hide of o
rhinoceros wherein to receive their stiogs!

The next work which should be read is, The Philosophy of
Mysterious Agents, by E. C. Rogers, an Awerican savant, who
endeavours to account for the raps and their revelations, the
self-movement of tables, and the independent performance
of instruments, by automatic nervous action ; cerebral when
there is intelligence, ganglionic or spinal when there is none.
The anthor has certainly favoured us with a most profoundly
systematic development of his theory, and I would not advise
any one to attempt a thorough perusal of this most learned
expaosition who is not a good waeder. The fault of the hypo-
thesis is like that of so many other ingenious elaborated cou-
ceptions, mamely, that it proves too much, and, carried out
to its ultimate, would prove, not ouly that the media and all
clairvoyant subjects are automatic in their mental manifesta-
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tions, but that so much of what we accomplish in the ordi-
nary processes of life is “ purely mechanical”’ that it wounld
certainly be much the most convenient to consider curselves
ag “ mere machines,” nervous spindles, set going by “appro-
priate mundane influences,” in virtue of which, one man
spins a Peradise Losi, and another sets it up in type! Ad-
mirable mechanisms bothk ! Like many other earnest thinkers,
Mpr. Rogers rides his hobby a little too hard; but his book is
so full, not only of many * wise saws,” but also of many
“modern (and we mway add parenthetically, ancient} in-
stances,” that, despite much dry repetition, it certainly is an
mstruetive, although I can scarcely add amusing, work.

To those who are desrous of knowing what the Amorican
pulpit has to say on the subject, I would recommend the
Rev. Charles Beecher’s (brother of Mrs, Beecher Stowe)
Review of the Spiritual Manifestations, The author admits
the faets, but denies that they are natural; and thus, assnm-
ing them to be snperpatural, he endeavours to prove them
demoniacal, The hypothesis is, “ spivits can only obtain
access lhrough prepared vidylic conditions.” When we state
that Mr. Beecher thinks demons, by which he means the
unblessed spirits of the departed, may occasion blindoess,
deafness, &c., by depriving the rightful owner of these senses
that they (the demons) may thereby furnish themselves with
suck faenlties, the essential character of the work may be at
once estimated. Such ideas are, no doubt, emincutly suit-
able to the latitude of Tartary, but mnst, one would suppose,
prove rather at a discount in New York and London, Tt s
said that one extreme begets another, and that in this way
the due equipoize of things is maintained. Perhaps this
rather curicus condemnafion of the manifestations was thus
evoked by the spiritual advocacy of the Rev. Adin Ballou,
who, n catire reliance on their preternatural origin, has
furnished us with a very pleasing exposition of these recent
wonders. Of all the meclancholy exhibitions attendant on
this fanatical movement, we know of none more so than
those furnished by these two clergrmen. Ou the one hand,
dark retrogressions into the black diablerie of the middle
ages: quotations from Jamblicus to llustrate pew facts in
natural philesophy by refercing them to the direet interven-
tion of archones! On the other, an almost blind submission
to the feachings of a few excitable clairvoyants, and a wild
pursuit of truth by mystical lights which have already
brought their followers to the verge of that abyss out of
whose fathomless deptbs the grim shadows of Brahminism,
Budhism, and Rosicrucianism, and every other form of ex-
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tatic tuition, have in all ages been emerging. Verily, itisa
gad and serious thing to see men who have stood in Christian
pulpits come to such a pass that they are fain to accept the
guidance of heathen oracles for deliverance from the dilem-
mas on which, by their own misguided proclivities to the
occulf, they have ncedlessly fallen. We may safely leave
the Reichenbachs and Gregovys, the Elliotsons and Esdailes,
of our age, to do battle with the host of misunderstood phe-
noraena. These men will in the end doubtless prevail to sift
the facts from the fallacies, the true from the false; and I
suspect that, when this shall bave been accomplished, the world
(embracing even our American cousins) will find that the
ghost, which has occasioned so mueh disturbance, was, after
all, ouly wesmerism in disguise! come in this Puck fashion
to laugh at a gencration which, having refused the sage clothed
in wisdom and Dbeneficence, was nevertheless but too happy
to receive the focl clad in his motley and hells!
J. W. Jackson.

Edinburgh.

11. An account of “ Mesmerism proved True, and the Quar-
terly Reviewer veviewed. By the Rev, Chauncy Hare
Townshend, AM.,, of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. London :
Thomas Bosworth, 215, Regent Street. 1854 pp. 216,

Tee name of Chauuncy Hare Towushend is dear to all British
nmesmerists. Io 1839, he published his work entitled, Facts
in Mesmeriym, with reasons for a dispassionaie inquiry info if.
At that time the storm was raging most violently against
mesnerism. The Professers and Council of University Col-
lege were absolutely rabid, haviug just forbidden the patients
of the hospital to be any longer cured by mesmerism, although
many had been plessautly and beautifully eured by it;
having pronounced mesmerism to be all delnsion and eollu-
sion and too vile a thing for them to permit it in their scien-
tific, pure, and refined establishmeant ; and attempting tajustify,
to all they met, their ignorant and uncivilized proceedings
and their contempt of him who had made their medical
school what it never had been before and never has been
since : the language of some of the professors was disgraceful.
The medical journalists were at the height of their coarse
abuse, and the whole medical profession storming in every
town and village. Mr. Townshend displayed high rectitude
and great moral courage. Few British mesmerists have
VOL. X11. : c
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not read the Facls in Mesmerism, It reappeared in a second
edition in 1844, Mr, Townshend having absolutely made a
present of this edition to Mr. Buillidre, the bookseller. The
Rev. Mr. Sandby, in his admirable work, Mesmerism and ifs
Opponents, p. 21, calls Mr. Townshend’s volume a  philoso-
phical book,” and the character is amply deserved. Itisa
sound, solid production, evincing a thorough knowledge of
the subject cbtained from expemence, and careful reflection
upon this esxperience., The work abounds in preofs of mes-
meric effects in cases where suggestion was as impossible as
in the case of an eruption of Mount Vesuvius: but all which,
like those in which The Zoisi abounds, were entirely passed
over, without a single allusion even to the work any more
than to T%ke Zoisf, by these humble—most humble, highly
informed—very highly informed, far sighted—very far sighted,
modest-—very motdest, writers-—por nobile—each aller idem,
two writers in one, of the article in the Quarterly Review.

Mr. Townshend in his first pages shews that the review
is begun in a bad spirit: and all the world will agree with
him. One of the Reviewer’s {irst assertions is impndent and
false: ““To the class of earnest and vigorous enguirers, (mo-
dest and unselfish B., and modest C., we suppose, to use
letters only,) whom the true philosopher, whatever be his
pursuit, welcomes as his most valuable condjutors, the mes-
merists apd their allies bave ever shewn a decided repug-
nanee.”

“This (says Mr. Townsheud) is mot the language of z humble
lover of truth. To discredit one’s antagonist is an easy way of
knocking him down. But is the assertion true? I propose an
amendment—* To the class of prejudiced and lex enquirers,” (amongst
whom we may perhaps diseover the Reviewer himself,) *the mes-
merists have ever shewn e decided repugnance.” There is, in fact,
a class of pseudo-philosophers, of men of science falsely so enlled,
who decline to enlarge the narrow boundaries of their limited expe-
rience by admitting any new principle intg their vocabulary. Such
men cannct step beyond the A B C of science. Routine is their
existence. For them every wew term is a bughear, Yes, every new
term—umore than any new fuel - for ns leng as they can refer new
facts to old principles they seem to be content.””—p. 4.

Mr. T. conceives that in biologizing, hypootizing, &e.,
the one human being is exerting an oceult influence upou the
other by his will.

“ His (the Reviewer's object) being fo shew that the phenomena
are self-evolved, methinks he had done wiser to have got rid of all
extraneous proliminaries whatsoever. Nay, I cannot see how phe-
nomena that are isduced by any methods of which a humaen being
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is the employer can apply to the present question. Whatever may
be their quality, they have been originated, and are wielded, by the
presence, the commands, the preseriptions of a human being. There
is the man in the room.  You eannot ged rid of him. ... Mr. Braid
may have his doubts whether he should be obliged ta the Reviewer
who holds him up to praise on the ground that he had not originated
his own wonders, The great Hypnotizers and Biologists of the day,
stripped of their wand snd laurel crown, may henceforth hide their
heads. We need them not. It is the patients who do it all them-
selves | and yet, without the Hypuotist, or Biologist, the phenomena
do nof oceur.  Thus have we seen tliat the Reviewer's handle to his
theory does not truly fit the occasion, just because of the man in the
room. " —pp. 9, 11.

* Biology differs as much from Mesmerism as Judaism from
Christianity—yet resembles it perhaps in about the same proportiou.
There may be the same agent, but there is a different development in
each, And these two dissimilar reasons are equally potent in ren-
dering Biology an unhappy illustration for the Reviewer, Tt cannof
suit his purpose both because of likeness and unlikeness. The like-
ness, which consists in the human ageney, and induction ab exfra,
renders it wnfit to prop a Theory of Suggestion: the unlikeness,
which consists in its adulteration and distortion, bars that through
its sides a man should attack Mesmerism,

“Oae service at least the Reviewer has uneounsciously rendered
us. He has set the difference between Biology and Mesmerism in
the strongest light. e has shewn that Biology has on it a hroad
stamp of suggestive influence which is wanting in Mesmerism : for
it is precisely on these grounds that he has chosen the former as 2
weapon of attack against the latter. Patently, and on the surface,
the Biologists (whatever be their wltima rafia) use Buggestion
largely as a handle to their influence. But all this is the reverse of
Mesmerism, or of the methods vsed by Mesmerists. Again I say,
let any one visit the Mesmeric Hospital. Will he there witness the
same things as in u hiclogic chawber? No! He will not see per-
sons straining their eyes, or hear them told they esnnot remember
their vames: he will behold real effects produced by quiet methods
—patients recovering their sight, or the health of their nervous
system, by the simpTe passes made in undemonstrative silence.

s Briedy-—the object of the Bislngist is to rouse Suggestion, and
to work on Fancy ; the object of the Mesmerist is to eliminate them
both. The one does not care how mixed and impure are the pheno-
meva which he elicits : the other curefully sequestrates those facts
which the accorvate observer would wish te examine in their most
rigid simplicity. To him, the effects of a pass made behind a patient’s
back, or attraction from a distance, are worth all the wonders in the
world inte which Imagination and Suggestion ecannot hut largely
enter. 8o different indeed are Biclogy and Mesmerism that they
will stand apart by mere definition, ~ If the Mesmeric state be
defined as a state induced by passes of the human hand (and indeed
on the human hand alone a chapter might be written of which Bell

c2
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never dreamt), then is Biology pleinly excluded from the same
category.”—pp. 40—42.

Mr. T. remarks on the impudence of the Reviewer in
asserting that mesmerism is still doubted because mesmerists
have not called in the assistance of their antegonists; that is,
of himself and friends, who ere ignorant of the subject. Oh
the modesty of these youths who, as though those that had
studied the subject long, laboriously, and conscientiously,
wanted the help of the iguorant, conceited, and unscru-
pulous, say that they entertain the lowest opinion of the
logical powers of the great bulk of the uphelders of the
wesmeric system and that they have never met with “a
single belicver in these higher mysteries who has cxhibited
the qualities of mind which would cntitle his testimony to
respect upon any otlier suhjeet in which his feelings were
Interested.”” This is also the very language used constantly by
those sworn allies, Messrs. Braid and Carpenter, in conversa-
tion,

* They undervalue us, and, like that smpiable party whom the
Psalmist depicts, cry out, “1t is we who ought to teach! Who is
lord over us? . ... The true philosopher smiles in silence at this
extraordinary pride i a defect (ignorance) ; for it is not the Luropenn,
but the Esquimanx, who glorifies himself because he has got a club
foot.”—pp. 43, 54,

Mr. T. exposes the vast ignorance of the facts of mes-
merism in the Reviewer, and castigates and ridicules charm-
ingly—though perhaps the sin is not ignorance but wilful
and most unprincipled ignoring, which arises from the lowest
and worst of feelings, certain ultimately to brand the writer
indelibly for the contempt and scoff of society.

“ Throughout the whole of this matter, it is not we,” says
Mr, T., ““whe are to be charged with pegligent examination or ig-
norance of our subject, but it is our adversaries who err towards as
by ignoriog the amount of onr knowledge and what we are really
doing.”—p. G0.

The Reviewer

“ Declares, that  the rapport was not discovered until long after
the practice of the art had come into vogue, having been unknown
to Mesmer and his immediate disciples,” Now Deleuze, a contem-
porary, if oot immediate disciple, of Mesmer, (and Mesmer did
pot die till 1B15,)* discovered at a very early stage of Mesmerie

* Deleuze first began to study mesmerism practically in 1784, wheno iwo aud
thirty years old; and in 1813 published & work upon it that cost him swenty-
five years of preparation by experience and reflexion.  See Foissac's Ragporls ef
Léseussions, p. 248,—Zairt.
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observation the existence of that peculiar sympathy aud aktraction
which the subject has to the Mesmeriser, and which is technically
called € Happert” *—p. 61,

We all know that this rapport continually comes out
unexpectedly, in perscus who vever heard of it, and even in
childdren. Yet the Reviewer coolly says that,—

¢ ¢ Several Mesmerisers have not been able, for some time, ta
detect the *Rapport,’ but ‘have obtained immediate evidence of it
when onee the idea had been pat into their own minds and thence
transferred into those of Lheir subjects.

“The werds marked by me in italics are, a5 regards the interests
of the Reviewer, perilous, and franght with dangerous matter.
We ask directly, how ?—how is the idea transferred from one mind
to another ¥ Not always verbally 1 am sure,  When 1 Mesmerised,
many proofs prescnted themselves to me that < Rapport’ existed
without any thought of it on my part, or any previous knowledge of
it on the part of my patient. I remember a remnrkable instance
when I Mesmerised & very talented man, Mr, Arthur Clough,
anthor of some eclever poems. He assured me, previonsly to the
Mesmerising, that he kuew nothing about Mesmerism, bot was
willing to try what it felt like.

T had snceeeded in inducing the sleep, when, so little was 1
thizking sbout  Rapport,” T left my patient comfortably installed in
an arm chair, and went ioto an adjoining room, Saddenly I heard
a great kicking, and, going back, I found Mr. Clough in a most
excited state, throwing himself aboui, seizing whatever was next
him, and horling cushions, &ec., about the room, T found that the
only means to calm him was to remain neay him, and to make passes
over him.  When recovered, he said, fYou must not go away from
me. When you did just now, it made me feel very ill,

** As the reverse of the medal, I can say that I have also met
with patients whom no Buggestion could persuade inte * Bapport.

“Though Mesmerised they went abont the rcom freely, con-
versed with anybedy; and, when asked if they felt uneasy on my
leaving them, iovariably answered, <Not at sl "—pp. 62, fi3.

The following assertion 1s most true, and the illustrations
maost interesting :(—

‘“As one experienced in Mesmerism, I assert thal it is the
Subject who teaches the Mesmeriser, not the Mesmeriser who
Suggests to the Subject. Sometimes indeed the latter astonishes
him by new and unexpected phenomena, which lie wholly beyoud
his cootrol. With regard to this very matter of Rapport, 1 ean
relate some singular cuprices in Somnambulists, the development of
which was sponianeous.

“Once I was trying the experiment of Mesmerising what is
called * the chain’-—~meaning a row of persons, who sit holding each
other’s hands, while the Mesmeriser performs passes before them
all. Four persons, in this case, formed the cham. The two in the
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middle were ladies who knew a good desl about Mesmerism; the
two at the ends were a young lady and gentleman, who were
altogether jgnorant of Mesmerism. Yet these two were precisely
the persons who were affected by the passes. In a short lime,
while the others remained unimpressed, they scemed to pass into
profound coma. Seon a curious circumstance was observable, One
of them hegan to stir as if passing into the sleep-waking state;
immediately the other performed the same gesture, This occurred
scveral times with reciprocal esactmess. If the young man rubbed
his brow, the lady (n cousin of mine) rubbed hers alsn, If the
lady leant her head back, the young man leant his bead back. This
curions state of things I silently pointed out to the attention of the
two wide-awnke ladies, to whom I also signed that they should
remein as they were; and then, standing so as to hide my doings
from one of those who had passed into mutual Rapport, 1 performed
a series of most interesting experiments-—the more interesting from
being wholly unexpected. 1 found I eould, by enly acting on onme,
inflnence the two simultaneously, just as if T held the wires of two
puppets. If T attracted the arm, or leg, or heed of the oue, the
corresponding arm, or leg, and the head of the other performed
precisely the same motion. Nay, T could make their mouths open
and shut at the same moment. See each other they could not, for
they were both leaniog back in their chairs, so that the twoe middle
persons blocked them out from the view of esch other. At length,
the ladies who had remained awake got tired of their position
aud broke the chain, when tostantly the simultancons phenomecna
ceased.”*—pp. 64, 65.

Mr, T. has no mercy upon the conceit of the superficial,
flimsy Reviewer, for his refusal to be tzught by those whe
only are qualified to teach him: and ridicules bim in 2
way caleulated to make him feel, did not his conceit—his
enormous development of self-esteem, render him as insen-
sible to the most exquisite ridieule as the thickness of the
skin of the sagacions rhinoceres to a bullet from a Minie
rifle.

““He (the Reviewer) advises all men (oyer! oyer!) ¢fe receive
none of these sfufements’ (such, namely, as disagree with the
Reviewer's opinvions) “upon the unsupporfed testimony of believers.
{Reviewer's italics.)

“Yet, what other testimony would the man bave? ‘What ether
testimony could he have,

¢ Decidedly, he is from potatoe-land !

“Would he have the testimony of unbelievers? A curions
testimony that would be—Something of that kind of witness which
the Jews would bear to the truth of the Gospel!

“0Our opponeuts, forsooth, want, in Jdesling with us, to be
Judge aod Jury both. Yet Wordsworth, not a lawyer, was called
to decide on a legal literary question, and to proncunce, by interal
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evidence of style, whether certain letters attributed to an auther
were geuuine or not.  Ie was heard on his own subject a5 a com-
petent witness,

. “?Aucl have we not competent witnesses to the purity of oar
acts 7

* Bear witness of the names of Archbishop Whately, of Dr.
Ellictson, of a Sandby, a Gregory, an Esdaile, & Monckton Milnes.
Surely these are sufficient to counterpoise the eredit due to Doctors
Holland, Carpenter, &e.; and, with such men as the above to con-
duct our experiments, we must consider the Reviewer's assertion,
that we want ‘observers gualified for the task by habits of philoso-
phic discrimination,” to be as weak and inconclusive as bis other
statements respecting us. At least, Whately knows logic, and the
Reviewer might read bis admirable bock on that subject to advan-
tage. Every ove of the Anti-Mesmerists may be eonsidered as
adherents to old exploded systems, They are ‘deceitful on the
weights, They are altogether lighter than vapity itself.’ Their
peeuliar methods with us shew the weakness of their cause. The
whole, with them, is gratuitous assumption and ressening in a
vicious circle. Their mouth-piece first takes for granted the incom-
petence of Mesmerie chservers, then does away with the law which
sets any observer of any sequence of facts akove any non-observer of
such facts, and then declines to receive the testimouy of experi-
mental believers, because he has pronounced them incompetent
observers,”’—pp, 71—73,

“*<There are many cases (says the Reviewer) of asserted Clair-
voyance, to which, if all that is stated of them be frue {my italics),
nene of these canses of fallacy apply” 8o then, we lig, do wel
Alas, how little does the Reviewer Lknow of the strictness with
itself of an honest mind !

“We dare not deceive ourselves. We dare nof lie. *Clest
facile I’employer de pareils moyens; c'est difficile de s'y resoudre.’

“* A Mesmeriser is not the dishovest thing which the Reviewer
supposes. e is & buman Leing, ready to be more severe with him-
self than anybody can be over him, He has had a work to do,
compared with which, to convince the world, or even a Reviewer, is
very nearly a worthless task, Ife has had to convince himself!

¢ And think you he will do this lightly ? N

*Nay, but the human brenst is severe in its requisitions,
Though, sometimes, ®what we wish to believe, Hope couceives may
be truc;’ yet, in the long run, what the heart wishes to helieve,} it
guards against, To live, and be a lie to oneself, who could bear it?
Fear not, then, reader, to trust the Mesmerist! For his own sake
he will be——not, perhaps, a ‘philesophical investigator,” but an
honest one. He will not say {to_use Carlyle’s forcible thought en
Beligion) ‘Yes and no'—hut *Yes or ne.’ And in what does
greater honesty cousist? In believing the evidence of hourly expe-
rience, or, in denging to experimentalists the common trust reposed
under the same cireumstances in every buman being? .

« ad those *thorough-going believers,” of whom the Reviewer
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manifests such a horror, {and no wonder, for they are too thorough-
going for him,} been dealt with fairly, the world would not have
now to eaquire into the question of human influence exercised with-
ont the subject being pre-warned or sugpestified.

 Very recently I witnessed a most conclusive experiment, nader
this head, at the house of Mr. L , @ gentleman residing at
Gepeva, who, having been cured by Mesmerism of a pacalytic atfec-
tion, is naturally intevested in the subject,

“The Mesmeriser was a master carpenter of Geneva—oune of 2
class which, often more intelligent than what is ealled the superior,
is not unfreguently led io the study of new phenomeon, The sub-
ject was a young dressmaker, whom Mr, D , the carpenter,
mesmerised for her health, which was rapidly fmproriog under the
influence. The young woman was soon thrown into sleep-waking,
and the experiment regarding unsuggested influence was as follows: —

“The patient who did not mind the operator leaving her, and
who conversed freely with everyhody in the room, was left with part
of Mr. L's fumily in the dining-rosm, while the Mesmeriser, with
Mr. L , myself, and others, weot. into the drawing-room, which
was divided from the diningrovm by folding-deors. These doors
were shut—indeed, closely shut. Then, one of the party present
with the Mesmeriser (myself} in the fivst place gave a silent signal,
in the midst of our talking, which we did not interrupt: and in-
stantly the Mesmeriser, as agreed, made a quiet pass of a beckening
nature towards the drawing-room. Instently we heard the somuvam-
hulist rush at the folding-doors, which she foreed open so suddenly,
in the beginning of our esperiment, that we feared she miglt hurt
herself; and (different persons present repeating the expevimont
several times) left them, afterwards, (though still closed,) not so
firmly fastened as before. The party in the other voom, who had
tried to engage the girl in conversation, aud even to hold Ler back,
declared that her sudden and instantanenus rush to the door, that
we knew, but they did not, to be simultuncous with the Mesmenser’s
pass, was something extraordinary apd almost fearful,

““Such experiments as these have not been performed merely in
private, but before the world. A millionth part of the evidence
aceumulated for Mesmerism would have sufficed to settle any other
question.

“ For months, Dr. Ellictson was shewing to the world a series of
experiments with the Okeys, most rigidly conducted,

] ouce had the pleasare of talking with Mrs. Somerville about
those very expeviments, and § asked her what she saw. “Why,'
she replied, °I saw Dr. Elliotson standing on cne side of a screen,
and the Okeys on the other, where certainly they conld not possibly
see him ; and, whatever the Doctor did, they did. I be moved his
left arma, they moved their left arms; if he made a face, they made
the same face, &c.' *Well” T asked, €did not all this strike you as
very extraordinary 7’ “Why, ue,’ responded the lady, “I own I
did not trouble myself to thiuk much about it, as I coneluded it was
a sort of triek.”
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“So it is ever with us and our opponents. Shew themn the most
acelrate experiments, they have two things to fall back upon—fraud
or folly. There is either collusion or deplorable weakuess,

1 may also add that I have had the two Okeys at my house for
hours together—young women, whase sincerity, in spite of the
trumped-up stories of their having confessed to imposition, &c., 1
never had the slightest reason to doubt; and I have fized Elizabeth
Okey, by the most slight and distant passes down her back, when
she was talking or langhing or poing to fetch anything, inte the
most statue-like rigidity, and into attitudes which, so arrested, had
all the grace of a statue as well as the beauty of life. At the time,
also, when Dr. Elliotson was shewing his most interesting experi-
ments with these girls to half London, anybody was allowed, by
trial, to convinee himself of the effect upon them of sudden passes
from a distance and behind their backs.

“ Again, I was present at a mesmerie séance which took place at
Lord L’'s house in St. James’s Square, and in the course of which
the strictest proafs of influence withont suggestion were afforded to
a selentific party, amongst whom was Dr. Armott, and, (I thiok)
Mr. Babbage,

©“The subject was a maid of Lady L—-—, (neither Lord nor
Lady L was present during the séance.) After the girl bad
entered inte sleep-waking, the Mesmeriser, who was himself chosen
by the committee of enquirers, stood behind her chair, which was
studionsly placed where there wes no mirror opposite, or any means
whereby the subject could be made aware of the Mesmeriser's
motions. The different dounbters then handed silently to the Mes.
meriser slips of paper, on which each bad written, according to his
fancy, what the Mesmeriser was to do, If it were written, * Raise
your right arm !’ he raised it up—if, *Nod your head,” be nodded
i—if, *Lift up your left leg,” he lifted up his left lez; and in no
one single instance did the mesmerised girl fail to perform the same
motion, But, as usual, what seemed too exztracrdinary te be
believed was scarcely belteved. ¢ Curicus eofncidence,’ it appeared,
was te do doty for the day. At last some ooe wrote, ‘ Put out your
tongue;* and this was doue on the part of the Mesmeriser, and so
rapidly repeated Dby the patient, that all doubt seemed in 3 moment
o be thawed out of the whole assembly, and a chorus of assent,
and of applause, ran round the room,

¢ Another open demonstration, which took place shout the same:
time as the foregoing, in London, was at the apartments of Mr..
Monckton Milnes in Pall Mall. Me. Stafford O'Brien, and many
others anmoengst whom I was one, were present to witness the singular
susceptibility of Mr. Christie, who at the shightest Mesmeric pass
directed with intention {ownrds himself, whether seen or uoseen by
him, fell into spasmadic convulsions of the most violent kind, during
which, however, hic never tost his conscipusness, At the commence-
ment of the experiments his eyes were so firmly closed through the
getion of the passes that he declared Le could not open them,—then
suceeeded extraordinary coutortions of the face, and, as the subjeet
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was more worked upon, bis whole body became convulsed. Of
course, the great point for which we were eonvened was to prove
‘Influence without Sugpestion.’” Accordingly, the operator was
placed bebind Mr. Christie, and at a considerable distapce from him.
Anybody could produce the effect. The cxperiment that scemed to
strike every oue the most was the following, in which I was the
operator.  Mr. Christie was placed with his back to the whole com-
peny, farther off from us than the middle of Mr. Monckton Milnes's
lnrge sitting-room——sn apartmeunt, I should guess, about thirty feet
in length. I was placed, at the desire of the others, with my back
to Mr. Christie, and close to the fire-place, which was at one end of
the reom. The experiment had a double end in view: pamely, vot
enly to ascertain © Influenee without Suggestion,” but alse how far
the Influence was capable of reflection from mirrors. 1 was there-
fore requested to direct at a particular signal, the single pass, which
had been before snfficient to produce the desired effect, towards the
fizure of Mr. Clristie refiected in s large looking-glass over the
chimuey-piece. 1 must observe that there was no mirror opposite or
elsewhere in the room. Close to me was the depuaty of the eompany,
who was to give the signal for me to waive my band. Every expe-
dient was resorted to that might prevent any motion of mine from
being a signal to my patient, even by the slight possible sound that
the raising of my arm might mske; and things weve done to mystify
Mr. Christie and to make me uncertain when the true signal might
cone. It was delayed for some little time, and no effect whatever
wus manifested. Mr. Christie stood alwaysin the same position
with his head paraliel to the side walls and slightly bent down.
Then the silent signal—the mere waiving of a hand—wwas given. [
responded directly by one single slight and noiseless pass directed
towards the glass, when instantly My. C. fell, as if shot, to the floor,
and had an sacecess of most violent convulsive movements, which
lasted a considerable time. He was lifted up by twe or three of the
company and carried to the sofa, where the spasmaodic action still
continued till it seemed to wear itself out.

** Another person who was remarkably susceptible to the Influ-
enee conveyed by passes was Mr. Bush. Iu him, as if to baffe the
suggestion-mongers, was this peculimiity, He was oot affected by
passes made in front of him for however long a time, but by passes
made behind his back (often without his koowledge), and directed
towards the neck, where the spinal marrow abuts npon the brain,
Many persons will recollect that it was quite an amusement with
those who loved to experimentalize, to put Mr. Bush to sleep with-
out his kuowledge or consent, So far from his heing proud of this
faculty of sensitiveness, | believe he was annoyed at it, and would,
if he could, have spggested to himself utter resistance to those sty
yet amicable tormentors who passed the drowsy spell upon him,

““Buch openly demonstrated expeviments ought to stand as so
much ground gained to the Mesmerist, No svch thing.  All com-
mon rnles are to be reversed in our case. What is once proved in
other matters stands as a perpetus! heir-loom to science, Not 50 as
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regards Mesmeristn. We may convince men niae hondred and
ninety-nioe times, but the thousandth time we are called upon to do
the work all over again. What never was asked of any experimen-
talists before is demanded at cur hands. We are called vpon te live
in a constant state of proof. This is gll the harder because the pre-
jndice, the impatience, the wrong conceptions, the unreascnable
demands, of our adversaries really do render our task peculiarly
difficult.”—pp. 73—80.

We must relate an instance of the common behaviour of
our adversaries ;—

A clever, well-known divine, whom 1 will call Iir. W ,
came, af his own request, to a #fance, at which 1 was to mesmerise
a patient remarkable for his power of reading and seeing objects by
abunermal vision. Before the mesmerisation, nothing eould be fairer
than Dr. W I expounded to him somewhat of my iheory,
and he seemed pleased at the notion that some of the phenomena
which he was about to see wonld bear on the subject of a vibratory
ether; for, with regard to the theory of vibrations, Dr. W was
not only a very strong believer, but a powerfut advocate in print.
Howerver, the result proved that he would believe in nobedy’s vibra-
tions but his own. Dr. W rontinwed in the candid mood until
the critical moment, when the phenomena were before him, Then
I, having mesmerised my patient, begged him to place his fingers
himself on the patient’s eyes to ascerfain that they were shut, {Dr.
W thought this the most satisfactory test,} at the same time
warning bim that the eye-balls would move beneath his finger, ss
they always do in Mesmeric patients, but authorizing him to use
any degree of pressure short of injurious violepce. He held his
fingers pressed tightly down on the patient’s eyes, who then named
every object held before him. Suorely if Dr. W did not hLold
down the eyelids to his satisfaction, it was his own faunlt, and he had
nobody to blame but himself. Thus he let the experiments go on
for two or three minutes, and then, in a highly excited manner, and
trembling from vehemence, called out, “His eyes are not shut! It
is all a trick and pretence !

“*Some persons present seemied annoyed at the manner of Dr.
W , and proposed bandaging the patient’s eyes with a black silk
handkerchief, and then stuffing with cotton, declaring that they
should be satisfied if, in that state, the patient named objects held
directly hefore the bandage. To gratify them, I allowed the eyes to
he so bamdaged. But, in the meantime, Dr. W had gone off
from observing the phenomena st all, and had seated himself on a
chair in a distant part of the room, where he turned pertormer him-
self. He got himsell’ also bandaged, without colton, and very
loosely, and he was writhing about in order to get the bandage dis-
placed and to have a peep at a eard which some one held before him,
Such is the influecnce of namse, that nearly all the persons in the
room deserted the Somnambulist and me, to look ot the monntebank
tricks of the Doctor. However, a few patient investigators of truth
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remained near the Mesmerisee, and were amply rewarded by seeing
some beautiful phenomena growing out of the very conduct that was
meant to crush us. Though the Bleep-waker sat with closely-
bandaged and wadded eyes and his back ta ihe grimaciog part of the
company, he deseribed everything they were doing with the most
comic humonr ; and he asked, * What in the world is that gentleman
in the chair making such fices for, and what is he giving himself
such trouble about? ~ Tell him from me that the card he is trying to
ste is so and so™—at the sune time naming the card correctly.
Some of the persous composing cur small group cailed out what bad
been done; but the Doctorites, absorbed in admiraiion of their
chief’s sagacity, took no heed; and, though I am not aware that
the Doctor ever succeeded in seeing anything, yet, when he rose
from his chair, and amnounced that he ¢ had discovered the whole
imposition—that the pretended Somnambalist ouly did a clever trick
by sleight of eye, which was equivalent to a conjuror’'s sfeight of
hand” (what true analogy 1) “and that, though he could not yet do
the trick to the same perfection, he thought that by practice he
might,’—when, I say, the Cambridge Doctor had so expressed him-
self, all his adherents seemed perfectly satisfied, and joined in 2
chorus of approbation, Then, though s few persons present ew-
treated De. W—— to stay a little while longer, and to give the
thing s little ranre patient atteotion, he quitted the room in a burry,
and (sad {0 say) all his tail made their exit with him.

* However, the room was nome the worse for the emptying it
had undergone. The trae and patient observers of Natuore were
thus made wanifest, and the half-dozen men of real candour who
remained were rewarded for their steadfastness by witnessing a series
of most satisfactory phenomene,”—pp, 85—88.

We have heard from some who were present that the
divine doctor was the humble, mild, and kind Dr. Whewell,
of Trinity.

We have curtous accounts of the antimesmeric behaviour
of a doctor at Antwerp, of the late Mr. Shiel, and of some
living savans of Geneva, and of the worthy Mr. H. of
Lausanne, who pins his faith on Dr, Roget. We have inte-
resting details of experiments upon the thought-reading of
Mdlle. Prudence Bernard,®* and of the mnisconduct of the
adversaries, who, as usual, behaved most irrationally and an.
fairly : of the mesmerisation of an idiot baby and of birds.

After pointing ent the facility and duty of sach person in-
vestigating mesmwerism for himself, and the causes of our
adversaries declining the test of persomal experieace, in a
clear, decided, facetious, bantering, and yet severe manner,

* Soid to be also a good clairvoyante, end now resident st No- 10, Great
Castle Street, Oxford Street, with another very respectable French lady, wha is
a remarkably good mesmeriser. — Zofsf,
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he snrveys the present state of public opivion upon the sub-
ject. He remarks, as Anti-Glorioso did in ouy last Number,
which he did not see till long after his book was written, that
the © Review admits facts which once were pooh-poohed with
all pessible ridicule:” and he holds up Mr, Braid, happy Mr.
Braid! so befriended by the Reviewer, for us all to laugh at,
as we do till our sides ache.

 Another advantage that the Review in the Quarferly has given
us is, that we now bhave the witimafum of our opponents. The
enemy bas not, indeed, become a friend, but is reduced to his st
intrenchments.  According to the Frenchwan’s mis-traaslation,
“voilt la dernidre chemise’” of the Anti-Mesmerists, All that is
now denied is the dynamic sgent, and clairveyance. We have,
hesitles, at last, the hypothesis of our antagonists, They have long
had ours.  Our’s was too mueh for them, Their’s, alas, proves too
little for us! But, at any vate, we know where we are. The ground
is narrowed ; the real question is fairly got at; the combat, hand-to-
hand, may begin. Thus all that was meant for the destruction of
Mesmerism ends to her advantage.  Everything lends her a helping
hand. Iostead of being smothered ender the feather-bed of Biology,
she starts up refreshed. New discoveries give her new impetos;
even turning-tables send her forward ou her course; even Spirit-
rapping knocks additional energy into her. The Asrticle in the
Quarterly itself stands as a landmark to ber conquests, and a dura-
ble monument of her triumphs, And it is about her that the
interest is grouped and concentrated. As amber embalms flies, she
tonsecrates the trivislities cven of a Review. Just as we read the
memoirs of Sir Hudson Lowe only te get at everything about Na-
poleon, the world reads what comes out agninst Mesmerism only for
Mesmerism’s sake, '

“Even our adversaries are ouly trying, reaily, to get out of
their serape, and to come gracefully to terms with us, They desire,
83 we fope {!) the Emperor of Hussia does with regard to the
Western Powers, after a few nomina! victories, to conclude a treaty
of peace. Denying that they stir, they are yet converging to our
eentral point. They are on the turn,”—pp. 118, 119.

He gives instances of the use of mesmerism in a severe
case of abscess of the female breast, and in an injury to the
hand of Sivori, whe by mesmerism was enabled to perform at
Geneva after being declared by the surgeons to be disabled
in hiz wrist for ever,

He quotes Arage’s account of Bailly, the astronomer,
for the fact of the advance of mesmerism,

“¢ ¢The greater part of the phenomens, which are grouped about
irodern Scmnambulism, were neither kuown nor enunciated in 1733,
A Mesmeriser of our day says, assuredly, the least probakle thing
in the world, when he affirms that such or such artificial S8omnam-
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bulists can see every object in the profoundest darkaess, can read
through obstacles, and evén without using their eyes. But these
things have nothing to do with the matter which Lavoisier, Franklin,
or Builly iuvestigated ; they pevetrate into an entirely new domain,
of which those illustrious philosopbers did not even suspect the
existence,

1 cannot approve’ (proceeds Arago) ‘the tone of mind in
which some of our men of science go to assist at Mesmeric expe-
riments. Doubf is a proof of modesty, and is rarely prejudicial to
the advance of knowledge. But we cannot say the same of Incre-
dulity. Any one who prouounces the word ** impossible I except
where mnthematicnl certainties are concerned, is deficient in pro-
dence. Caution is, aheve all, requisite where the animal organiza-
tion is concerned. Our senses, notwithstanding twenty-four centuries
of study and research, are far from being an exhausted subject.” ”
—pp. 129, 130,

The whole of Mr. T/s section on the consideration of
wesmerism itself is particularly beautiful and satisfactory.
He points out the difference between supernataral and con-
franatural ; gives a remarkable instance of intuitive know-
ledge of distant places not only on shore hut at sea; romarks
how formerly no epithet of vitnperation was strong enough
agatnst the virtuous, hlameless Apollonius, the Tyanean
clairvoyaut, who at Lphesus beheld the assassination of
Domitian at Bome, and declaved each step of it to those
aroudd him as it proceeded, crying cut, * Strike the tyrant
—strike :” “not ke one who guessed at what was passing
from seeing its image in & mirror, but from literally seeing it,
and, asit were, promoting, 1t.” He refers to the infinence
of @ dying person upon Iilizabeth Okey, and a similar ex-
ample in a gentleman at Brussels which rang with it.

We have next a copious detail of some mesmeric experi-
ments just made at Lausanmne by a Signor Regazzoni, an
Italien gentleman of good family, in which experiments the
mesmenc effects were precisely similar to many which hun-
dreds must have witnessed in the cases of the Okeys, and
sufficient to put to confusion those medical men who affected,
tn obedience to Mr. Wakley, to regard the two sisters ns
impostors, and in which suggestion was eatirely out of the
question. Some of Signor Regazzoni’s go forther than those
with the Okeys. The signatures of gentlemen who wit-
nessed these decisive experiments are given.

Mr. T, contends strongly for a peculiar substance or
mesmeric medinm by which mesmeric effects are produced :
and gives it the title of Zoogen,

He gives his testimony to the fact of two delicate ladies
and two gentlemen, he twice being one, liffing a very tall
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man by the points of their fingers, according to a well-known
experiment,* He states that Professor Agassiz told him,

“That at Neufcliatel they use a man, gifted with the power of
using the Divining Rod, whenever they want to dig a well in the
neighbourhood, which is remarkably devoid of water. The Professor
assured me that, for this purpese, he and a whole band of expec-
tant persons have gone out to watch the motions of the rod which
was held by the Diviner. Anxious to test the phenomenon, Pro-
fessor Agassiz has coused diggings to be made where the rod did not
turn ; but never found water therc: while, in a spot perhaps near
the other, where the rod didl turn, water was invariably discovered.
Besides, as the Professor remarked, why does the rod turn in par-
ticular hands only ¥ In his own the rod never turned, while in that
of his friend and eoadjutor, Mr. De Sorr, whose name is associated
with that of Agassiz in the experiments npon glaciers, the rod turned
readily te point out the evistence of a spring.”—p. 183.

Although Mr. T, is well aware that tables are turned
cvery day by unconscicns muscular action, he gives many
reasons for believing that they may be also turned by an
occult power emanating from tlie nervous system of the ope-
rating party. There 13 nothing more unlikely in this than
in motion induced by the electric power, which at one time
was occult, Tt is refreshing to hear him, a clergyman, stig-
matize the proceedings of the Rev. Messiems Gillson and
Godfrey, * bigotry and folly in the dark places,” and “silly
blasphemy.” He considers that every instance of rapping is
not an imposture, not dishelieving that there may be ab-
normal causes of sound: and he relates a striking account
which is of & nature familiar to, and admitted by, all mes-
merists, except the portion of the story relating to noises;
and possibly these may be as truc as the rest and eapable of
mesmeric explanation. He pronounces the Medium, @ priori,
to be “a most illogical amimal—ae ill-baptized being, that
seems to have little connexion with the subject in hand,” and
begs us to * observe how entirely the talking tables of Messrs.
Gillson and Godfrey respond to the uncharitable and bigoted
impulses of their own brains.” He is both powerful avd
facetious in exposing the fooleries of the spirif-rapping fra-
ternity.

The whole book is delightfnl, but the latter portion still
more delightful than the rest. The lover of truth, the highly
educated and refined man, the gentleman, the careful and
acute observer, the man of soundly reflecting brain, the wag,
the despiser and castigator of all narrowness in both scientific

# Beg Zoist, No, XXXV,
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views and moral feelings, are conspicnous in every page. Let
every mesmerist buy the book: let everybody read it.
We will conclude with Mr, Townshend’s conclusion :—

“ Let ¢the incapable and presumptuous’ write muddy essays on
metaphysical powers, which are nothing ad rem : Mesmerism shall
start a spirit as well as Bnggestion. Let Quarterly, or any other
Reviews, eonclude their empty peal with ¢ Domivant Ideas,"—we will
give a cheer for Mesmerism mstead,

** Be of good courage, ye troe-hearted! The big awkward whale
that has floundered into onr seas is in its death-flurry, and all the
foam and froth that it stirs up about it is but the lashing of its
expiring tail.

““ And so, Reader, I bid you heartily farewsll”

Pastseript to the ubove article.

Wae have received the following :—

" To the Editor of The Zoist.

**8ir,—1 have read with great interest the remarks in the last
Zotgt by Auti-Glorioso, on the article in the Quearferly Review, on
Electro-Biology, Mesmerism,” &e., &c., and beg to say that he is
perfectly right in suppoesing that Dr. Carpenter is the anthor of it :
this 1 can substantiate. It is positively too bad for any man to puff
himself as Dr. C. does in that artiele, and lug in Mr. Braid and his
hypootism in the way he does,

*You are at liberty to publish this for the information of your
readers if you think fit.

“I am, 8ir, yours truly,
“ H. Hastrngs, M.D,
*“ Cheltenhare, Feb. 27, 1854.7 '

Now we do not pranounce Dr. Carpenter to be the author
of the review in the Quarierly, though he is the dear friend
of the renowned My, Braid of Manchester. We trust he is
not the author, becawse he is a bookseller’s fag, and thus
copiously supplies reviews, &e.; and particularly because he is
a teacher of young men in University College, having got up
a course of lectures on forensic medicine that he reads an-
nually to innocent young lads. For Lim to set such an
example as the writer of the article in question sets morally
and intellectually would be grievons in the sight of all good
men, No, npo, we cannot eadure the thought that Dr,
Carpenter is the man,
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Second Postscripl.

We have raised our voice from the first against the folly
and insanity of aseribiung natural phenomena of any kind, and
therefore against aseribing those alleged phenomens of the mo-
tion and sound of inanimate bodies through an occult living
influence, if soch table-maoving and rapping, independent of
muscular agency, be a fact, to supernatural means,—to the
agency of spirits, good or evil. We have denounced these
outrages upon common sense and upon picty in the strongest
manner, and again and again. What would chemists say to
a wman or woman who aseribed the decomposition of a com-
pound : what would electricians say to & man or woman who
ascribed the electrical sparks and snaps: what would the
astronomer say to & man or woman who aseribed the motion
of a comet or any other heavenly body, the descent of an
areolite or the appearance of the metecrs which we behold in
such numbers twice 2 year,—to tho ageuey of spirits? They
would call either & blockhead, for a blockhead he or she must
be. We have also given examples, alas | too numerous, in our
last Number, of insanity produced by these ignorant fancies :
and now we have to record another in the person of a well-
known authoress, who always had indulged in such super-
stitions and has of coarse adopted all the recent spirit fancies,
She has gone stark mad and stark naked on the spirit-
rapping. She was found the other day in the open street, as
her mother bore her, except that she had a pocket handker-
chief in one hand and a cord in the other. 8he said the
spirits lad informed her that, if she walked out so prepared,
she would be invisible. She is now in a madhouse,

Third Posteeript.

We must indulge our readers with a letter written by a
medical man, a member of the Lrvingvite, or, as now proudly
called, Catholic Apostolie, sect, against the humble and
simple beuevolence of a mesmeric charity :—

“T desire to recorid my testimony® agminst a so-called Mes-
meric Hospital, considering tle same likely to be productive of much
mischief in its locality.

“You may be aware that the Canaanites of old filled up the cup
of their iniquity by having deslings with Satar and ewil spirits,
working under varnious forms, designated by the terms divination,

* Testimony ! The poor cresture enonot know the meaning of the word
b wses.—Zoixl.

VOL. XIT, Y



34 Mesmerists are Mediums and Satan's Agents.

soothsaying, enchantment, charming, witcheraft, sorcery, necro-
masicy, &e. The persous using these curious arts and diabolical
powers are called jn Seripture charmers, witches, wizards, diviners,
soothsayers, neeremapcers, consulters with familiar spirits, astro-
logers, &c. Satan is now coming in like a flood with all these his
old works of power, either personally by his spirit or by his spirits,
under a new uomenclature, viz, mesmerism, biology, elairvoyance,
consulting with spirits of the departed, Xe.

“The old works of Satan in pewer are now performed under
these new names by the various persons who are in our day arranged
under the general term ¢ Medie,' which term seems to comprehend
mesmerists, biologists, &c., as well as consulters with the spirits of
friends and distinguished persons departed,

“In this eountry, and in all Eurcpe, all these workings of evil
power are done under the title of ©seience,” * falsely so called ;’ but
1 America, where the ordinances of God are less respected, some of
them, if not all, are done directly, openly, and confessedly by
SPIRITS, without the guise of seienee to cover their works., Ina
pamphlet before me it is stated that in Amerien there are thirty
thousand persons recognized as the so-called < Mzora,” ar coasulters
of, and workers with, spirits, whieh nt their bidding caose tables,
chairs, &c., tu move and dance about as they will. Eurepe abounds
with these persons under varions names ; and, as the consalters with
these f Media,” ov evil workers, as well a5 the evil workers, render
themselves an abomination to God, it is very elear that the nations
of Christendom are thereby filling up the cup of #hedr tniquity, aud,
like the Canaanites of old, are vapidly preparing themselves for the
judgment of God by the sword.

#This bricf statement will tend to shew you that I am very
averse lo the establishment of any hospital where these abominations
are practised under the guise of science, and shall always raise my
voice apainst the evil spiritual works that are therein done, by what-
ever name they are designated.”

II1. Cures of Palsy, Deafness, Convulsions, apparent Con-
sumption, Drepsy, Psoriasis, Inflammation of the Bowels,
Measles, By B. B. Morrtsorn, Esq.

#“ M. Henry, surgeon at Arnaville {Meurthe) established an electrical corre-
spandence with M, Lapostile by wires ranning batween their villas. M. Hemry
wrote (et 31, 18346, to the Minister of Commerce, and published works respect-
ing his telegraph, but was answered that the plen could not be applied on a
large scale, and wonld not apswer the expectstions of the auther, The latter
was discoureged at this reply, and discontinued bis experiments.’’'—L’ Unien Mé.
dicole, quoted in the Lancef, August 6, 1853. The Laneef excluims, * So much
for the epinives of certain boards of art and manufactures !''*

* We beg to remind Mr, Wekley of a passage in St. Luke's Gospel, chap.
vi, 41, 42: ' And why beholdost thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but
perceivest not the beam that is in thine ewe eye 2 Either how canst thou say to
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE ZJOIST.

47 Great Bruoswick Street, Dullin,
Fehruary 9th, 1854,

S1r,—Should you consider the following cases of cures by

mesmerism an acquisition to the pyramid of other stupendous

ones now before the world, and fit for insertion in the in-

valuable Zoisi, they are at your disposal. The parties named,

in gratitude for their signal recovery, for the credit aud re-

putation of our great science, and in the hope that other

suffering fellow-creatures may be induced to submit to its

healing influence, bave kindly requested of me to send their
names to you for publicity.

I. Palsy,

Mrs. Chappel, Royal Esplanade, had lost, on a sudden, the
power of motion in the muscles of the wlole body. She
counld neither move nor speak for eleven days. In addition
to this, violent fever, with delirium, had supervened, together
with most excruciating pains all through the frame, and great
prostration of strength. After resorting to a varviety of cura-
tive means, which left her exactly as they found her, she was
induced to send for me and submit to wesmeric treatment,
This lady, after four mesmerisations, was perfectly cured.
She drank coplously of mesmerised water. IHHer father had
died suddenly of & similar disease, The * eminent phy-
sicians™ who were first in attendance pronounced her illness
mysterious. When they were informed of her quick and per-
manent recovery, their eyes almost started from their sockets
with amazement.

I1. Denfness.

Sergeant Cartwright, Queen’s Bays, Royal Barracks, had
heen deaf for seven years. IHis deafness had been produced
hy lying in a damp bed. He bad consulted several emineut
physicians with no benefit. I had mesmerised this man bat
three times, when he recovered his bearing perfectly, This
is but one of 211 cases of deafness that I have cured by mes-
werism alone during my practice, whea all the resources of
the old medical art had failed even to relieve,

I11. Convulsions.
John Mark, Temple Street, aged (hree weeks, became sud-

tlry brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou
thyself beholdest not the beam that i3 ip thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast
out first the beam ont of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull
out the mote that is in thy brother's eye.”—Zgixt.

b2
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denly convulsed from some unknown cause.  He had been in
this state 48 hours when I saw him. From the violence of
tlic illess, his head and heels almost met, and the whole
body was perfectly rigid. T made a few  passes” over him,
when the rigidity gave way, and the body got into its natural
position. He went into the mesmeric sleop at once. This
was about two o’clock in the day, He slept till one o'clock
that night, when he awoke for a second, and went to sleep
again until twelve o’clock next day, and then awoke in perfeet
health, which he still enjoys.

IV. dpparent Consumplion.

Mrs. Hursh, Temple Street, apparently, and said to be, in
the last stage of consumption, having beea i1} nineteen con-
secutive weeks. She was atteuded by Dr. Foretooth. Her
father and sister had died of consumption. She had gone
through a severe and debilitating process of common medical
trentment, On my arrival at her bed.-side, the cough, pain
of the side, sinking of the cyes, partial Joss of voice, and great
prostration of strength, indicated unmistakeably that life was
fast moving off. T wesmerised her once for an houy, and she
felt herself a new being altogether; and T mesmerised ber
only & few times more, when all consumptive symptoms left
her; and she felt every way well, except the weakness, whiek
a nutritions diet svon removed. She is now quite well. 1
could send you a list of 40 cases of apparent and alleged con.
sumption alone, nearly as far gone as the present, that
I have cured hy mesmerism.

Mvr. James Morrissy, 23 Clarendon Street, has been cured
of apparent comsumiption in its second stage by me. Dr,
Prebles, of 26 Dorset Street, attended this man for ten wecks.
He was unable to leave his bed. The disease was getting
woarse, He sent for me: was mesmerised five times; drank
mesmerised water for three weeks ; and is now guite well, and
at work,

V. Dropsy.

John 8myth, Temple Street, aged two years and seven
months, had heen suffering from dropsy for fftcen months,
and gone through roedical treatment all this time in vaio.
When the doctors had done their best, or their worst, as the
case might be, they gave him up as incurable. T was then
summoned to attend. On examination, I found a flabby
swelling of the parts affected, with a great inerease in their
temperature, a dryness and pallor of the skin, seanty secretion
of urine, though he was drinking large quantities of liquids to
extinguish thirst. There was n troublesome eough, and teasing



Cure of Skin Discase, and of Inflammation of the Buwels. 37

hiceup, which greatly distressed the little invalid, who re-
quired to be kept in an erect position for fear of being suffo-
cated. I begau to mesmerise bim, and, until two hours had
expired, no change appeared. Suddenly, the bowels hegau
to act ; there was a copious discharge of urine aud sweat ; and,
after three guarters of an hour, the child felt better, ealled for
something to eat, and slept well that night. Accordingly as
his treatment progressed, all the bad symptoms began gradu-
ally to subside. 1 mesmerised this little fellow 114 times;
gave him mesmerised water; put him on a prescribed regimen ;
and ke is now quite well. He never went toto the mesmerie
sleep until his cure was entively finished. This exteaordinary
curg in a child so young, and so far gone, bas astonished all
his friends. It is not long since I cured snother boy aged
twelve years of the same disesse, after six physicians in con-
sultation had pronounced him incurable: and the cure,
indeed, astonished myself.

V1. Skin Discase— Psoriasis.

Miss M, Naylor, aged fifteen years, residing on Arbor Hill,
had beeu afflicted for five years with this abowinable scourge,
Every mode of treatment which she had gone throngh had
utterly failed in making the slightest impression on her fearful
disease. From the effects of all the drugs she had talen, she
was reduced to a mere skeleton, with all the ineipient symp-
toms of consumption, This hornd disease had first made its
appearance in the form of red itching patches: these became
covered with small seurfy laminw, or scales, which were
easily rubbed off. Deep fissures had formed in many parts,
such as the face, head, neck, &c. There was a fetid discharge
from both ears, and her eves were neavly blind. This young
lady was mesmerised 180 times; drank mesmerised water;
and observed n prescribed regimen. She slept profonudly
every time. She is now perfectly cured. The eruption bus
entirely disappeared; the sight is perfectly restored ; the fetid
discharge from the ears all goue; and the skin, before so dis-
gusting, iz now transparently clear and fair, and of snowy
whiteness. This young lady became clairvoyant; has told
the hour to the vory second, and predicted the sudden death
of her graudmother in Bugland two days previously, Being
perfectly restored,she has returned to her father, Major Naylor,
Queen's Bays, Royal Barracks.

VII. Fearful Inflamsnation of the Bowels.
Mrs, Naylor, wife of Major Naylor, and mother of the
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above named young lady, had been using corrosive drugs,
both externally and internally, for the cure of obstinate skin
disease, without deriving any benefit, Inflammation of the
bowels, to a most alarming extent had supervened; and,
strange to say, three most eminent physicians, Drs. Dlurham,
of Nahor’s Quay, No. 23, Foretooth and Molagh of the
Queen’s Bays, Royal Barracks, (the English of this last
name, which is pure Irish, is malediction,) who had been in
constant attendance two days and nights, could not arrest its
progress; and, when, in spite of drugs, all the premonttory
sympfoms of death were present, they left, saying that she
would De a corpse in ten minutes. Kind providence would
have it that one of her nurses at once recommended mesmer-
ism, and said that, if had recourse to even in arficulo mortis,
it would most indubitably bring back life. Accordingly 1
was sent for ; and, on my arrival, a lifeless patient, to all ap-
pearance, lay before me. I began the usual enquiries and
examination in such cases. T could hear no breathing ; could
feel no pulse, nor heat in her frame. The body had a cada-
verons appearance; the jaws were firmly locked; and the
countenance throughout fearfully disfigured from the effects
of the awful convulsions which had preceded her loss of all
conscionsness, The abdomen was enormously tumefied, and
there was an obstinate counstipation which, from the ontset of
the disease, had defied all the drastic meaus had recourse to,
by the above-named three “rmost eminent® physicians.

With these encouraging symptoms, and in the presence
of twelve other witnesses, who came to be present at her
death, I began to impary to Ler the all-powerful and seldom-
Suailing 1nfluence of mesmerism. In a few minutes the bowels
gave way, the eyes, which had been closed in apparent death,
opened, the palsied tongne moved, and in three quarters of
au hour all was right again; and she, who had beea to all
appearance dead, sat up and began to speak. Language is
totally inadequate to convey an idea of the amazement of the
bystanders. The recovery of this lady by mesmerism was
soon mnowsed abroad; her three eminent physicians were
amongst the first who ran to see if it could be true. Nothing
conld equal their surprise. They said that her recovery was
miraculous ; aud, after a short pause, told her, as she felt so
well, not to dip any deeper into mesterisin, as it was found thag
its repetition was debilitating and dangerous: especially the
sleep. ‘" Impossible,” replied Major Naylor; “for, if what
you say be true, my danghter, who has slept upwards of
180 times, must be more than dead. But she 1s all life,
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and cured of her psoriasis.” This silenced the thiee eminent
physicians, who directly made their best how, and withdrew,
evidently disconcerted.

This lady was quite well, and went oot in ten days time,
She remains quite healthy up to this time. She did not go
tnto the mesroene sleep at all, and drank mesmerised water
copiously. The three eminent physicians who attended first
had, during this lady’s convalescence, sent, and gooe them-
selves, to induce her to toke some little opening medicine ;
but she could not be prevailed upon to do so; awd, in reply,
said she did wnot require it ; that mesmeerism was all-suflicient,
Major Naylor remarked that they merely wanted to see if
she was drug progfi. Whenever mesmerist is spoken of in
the presenee of these greaf physicians, they ludierously toss
up their aristocratic noses in such a manner as to impress all
present that the very word itself conveys some disagreealle
influence to their oifactories,

VIII. Measles.

Three days ago, T had been called to see Misses Fanny and
Emily Barr, Barrack Street, aged three and five years, who
were very sick in the measles, There was great fever, anxiety,
restlessaess, irregular convulsive movements of the linds, and
bleeding from the nostrils. Miss Fanny seemed entirely un-
conscious, and unable to recognize any one. I mesmerised
these children only three times: when they were perfectly
cured, as well in fact as if they had never had measles. These
were the ouly cases of measles that I ever had an opportunity
of treating by mesmertsm during my fen years’ practice of it,

1X. Epilepsy.

Charles Cavanagh, Esq., magistrate, Born’s IHouse, County
of Carlow, and son to Lady Harrict Cavanagh, had been af-
flicted with epilepsy frem his birth in an unosually severe and
uncommon manner. e had travelled the wide world to get
cured, but all in vain. He had been under the medical treat-
ments of Sir Philip Crampton and Sir Henry Marsh of this
city for three years, without receiving auy benefit. He was
accompanied by his mother to my residence, and, after some
time, I succeeded in influencing him. 1 then dismissed him,
with the assurance that he should be free from any attack
until that day month, provided he attended me daily. This
seemed to surprise Loth him and his mother, as he never
passed a night since his birth without being attacked. At
the end of the month he had a very slight attack, and noue
at all for two months move, This was three months alto-
gether without being ill but once. The enemy of all good
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would have it that he suddenly changed me for another mes-
meriser, wha had but a few wecks’ experience and the little
information received from a few lectures on mesmeric scieuce.
I'wrote to both partics on the danger of submitting to auotber’s
cross inflnence in such o case, and stated that deefh in all its
horrors would be the final consequence. But all to no effect,
The convulsions returned in 2 most terrific manner, and bid
defiance to empirical wesmerism. The man’s eonuntenance
fell; gloow had overspread it ; he went home almost insane,
and next morning was found in his bed-chamber burned to
death! 1!
I remain, with respect nnd esteem,
Your obedicnt servant,
B, B. Mogmizox.

PS.—I could add to these instances of mesmeric sucecss
a vast number of others; but the above will suffice just now
for all intents and purposes.

1V. An acecount of the living and dead brain of the late Mr.
Benjamin Robert Haydon, historical painter. By JaMmes
StratonN, Bsq., of Aberdeen, and some other gentlemen,

1. Notes on the Cerebral Development, by Jomes Straton, Esq.

TaE stucco cast sent me is obviously the first from a moutld
of the head taken after death: many of the hairs fiom the
head are adlieriug to the cast. The mould seems to bave
been carefully taken. The top of the head had Leen bald,
and the hair round the back aad sides had been short, but
not shaved. The mould hiad been made in three picces, and
the ridges of stucce on the cast where the pieces joived have
been cut away. In doing so, the workman was quite justified
by practice lntherto prevalent; but the practice 1s pernicious,
and should be abandoned. When such a ecast is taken for
scientific purposes, no tool should touch it after leaving the
mould : no seraping, rubbing, cutting, or smoothing, should
be permitted. We must hepceforth insist on baving the
most ample means of judging both of the excellencies and
the defects of every specimen which we value,

The average dimensions of the stucco representing the
brain and its coverings are full 74 jnches loug, 575 broad,
and 3:85 ligh : the size is thercfore 185 cubic inches. The
stucco cast i1s generally larger than the head whick it repre-
scuts, o conscquence (1) of the imperfeet joiving of the
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pieces of the mould, and (2) of the expansion of the stuceo
in the act of cousolidating. 1 bave frequeatly seen casts 12,
15, and 20, iuches larger than the heads they represented,
although first copies from the original mould ; and I have also
seen 30 inches of difference between two casts of the same
Tead.

These are some of the particulars which have hitherto
becn overlooked, and we shall mect with otliers as we pass
ou: thewr importance will be obvions.

Taking it for granted that the moulding and casting were
done with propaer care and skill, T will estimate the excess in
size of the cast as not more than 5 ivches beyond that of the
head represented, and consequently hold that the living organ
would have measurcd 160 iuclies.

From the fine toxture of the hair, and the sharp, well
defined, features of the face, 1 infer that there was a consi-
derable dash of the nervous in the constitution, or tempera-
ment, and therefore that the bones of the skull, the integu-
ment, and musecles, were thinner than the average to the
extent of one-tenthk of an ineh on each of the three dimen-
sions, length, breadth, and height,

Lest this appear fastidious precision, I will in a senfence
or two shew its importance and necessity. Let A, B, and C,
represcut three males at maturity—that is, fifty years of age.
Let each of the three heads be exactly the same size—say
150 cubic inches, being the average of the mature male head
in this country. A is of highly nervous temperament, and
the bone, skin, &e., covering the brain are the minimum
thickness; B is highly lymphatic, and the coverings are the
masimum thickness; C is an egually mixed temperament,
having the coverings of the brain of average thickness. Now,
aftcr carefully measuring the thickuess of the boues, muscles,
and skin of a great nurber of cases after death, I am justi-
fied in stating as a near approximation to the trnth, that,
thougls all the three heads measure the same size externally,
yet the sizes of the brains they enclose are very different,
Let us bear in mind that it is the size of the frain, not of the
head, which it is essential to obtain. The cases given stand
thus :—

A. Brain, 120 inches; bone, skin, &e., 30 inches; in all 150 inches,
B. Broio, B0 inches; bous, skin, &e., 70 inches; io all 150 inches.
C. Brain, 100 inches ; bone, skin, &e., 50 inches; in all 150 inches,

From these we see that, whilst C is an average man in
size of brain and mental power, B is only equal to the average
boy of ten years old in these purticulars, and A is far beyond
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the average man at maturity, beiug quite up to the class of
minds in which Haydon ranks. From these we see also that
very much of the power which has hitherto been attribated to
guelily 1s really due to quantity, of brain; and, though doabt-
less something still remains attributable to quality, the influ-
enee is so little compared with quantity, that T have not yet
been able to give guality a definite value, either plus or minus,
So far as T have gone however all is certain, and greater pre-
cision is unquestionably possible if it be important. Nature
has provided ample facilities, as I have elsewhere shewo,* for
determining the thickuess of the bone, muscls, and integu-
ment in the kiving head, and the dead cranivm can be easily
measared at all points; but plaster casts of hoth heads and
crania leave us very much in the dark on these particulars,
and hence their greatly inferior value for the purposes of
science.

After making the addition which seeras to be warranted
by the specificd conditions to raise the skin, bone, %e., to the
average thickness, we obtain a volume of head equal to 175,
and, dedueting § for expansion of stucco, as previously stated,
we have 170 as the size to which the living brain corre-
sponded. \We can now specify Haydon’s place in the scale of
cerehral development and power, and compare him with the
mass of men at his age.

[Maydon was about 60 years old at death. The human
hrain attains its greatest development at 50 years of age, as
I have formerly shewn (Zoist, Janunry, 1851). At that age,
the average size of the ale head in this country is 150 enbic
inches ; the smallest (exelnding idiots) is 110 ; and the largest
(excluding a few extremely rare instances) is 190 inches.
Mr. Haydon’s place is therefore just half way between the
average anr the largest of his age and sex. This size of brain
avd concomitant mental power may be called full, ample,
large indeed, but certainly not great, either as a whole or in
any of its parts About five of every huundred of his age and
sex are squite his cqual in this country, and as many are
superior to him in eerebral development and power.

Absolute and relative Size of the Heud.
Males ot maturity: smallest, 110; average, 150¢; Iaydom, 170;
largest, 190,

* his paper would exceed all reasonabile bounds for the pages of Ve Zoiss
were I to enter into partienlars which I rannot in justice to the subjest in hand
avoid adverting to. I miust therefore refer the reader to more ample details eon-
tained ip an abstract of my researches which I have furnished to the Appendix
of Dr. Bymes’s forthoomiag franslation of Gell's great work on the dnefomy
and Physiolugy of ¢the Brain,—J, 5.
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Absobde and relative Development of the Cerebral Organs.

1 "2 3] 4

DRGANS. Haydon. 'Avarnge. Superior. | Inferior,
1. Amativeness ..........eeeueeen 185 | 160 | 155 | 180
2. Philoprogenitiveness ......... 176 | 185 | 160 | 150
3. Concentrativeness ..._........ | 165 { 150 | 160 | 145
d, Adhesiveness.....oocoeveeenn. 165 { 150 | 150 | 150
5., Combativeness ............... 175 | 150 | 155 | 180
G. Destructiveness............... | 180 | 150 | 155 | 190
7. Beoreliveness...vvveer v ieeens 175 | 150 | 155 | 188
8. Acquisitivencss ............... 175 | 156 | 188 | 180
9. Constructiveness ............ 175 | 150 | 155 | 15&
10. Sclf-esteem ...... e 170 | 180 | 140 | 155
11, Love of Approbation ... 165 | 145 ; 150 | 135
12, Cautiousness .ooveeeirveerenins 170 | 155 | 160 | 145
13, Beuevolence ............... o | 170 [ 150 | 175 | 125
14, Veneration .................. 170 | 150G | 175 | 135
15. Firmuess .coeerearveveieeennss 165 | 185 { 195 | 145
16. Conscientiousuess ............ | 170 [ 150 | 170 | 140
17. Hope...ocomeeiceannnnnn ererns 170 | 150 | 160 | 135
18. Wonder....c.cooievieiiiaiennnn 170 { 150 | 160 | 135
19, Tedeality ..oovviciiniiinnininaes L1 170 | Lds | 160 | 185
20, WIE o oeivvererieinererereceeas | 1700 ] 140 | 180 | 125
21, Tmitation ....eceeveerrneenn.. | 195 | 148 | 160 | 135
22. Individoality ....covvevrennnnn. 165 | 150 | 170 | 145
23, Form.. coviiiiiicrnnmaeiiinans .| 185 | 150 § 170 | 144
Dd. BIZE vvvrrrrrrercsareaieeness | 178 | 150 | 170 | 145
25, Weight ... .uiimneiiiinin. 180 | 150 | 179 1 145
2g. Colour ......... e 175 | 145 | 180 | 140
27. Locality_ ., ..c.oaviiniinninnin. 175 | 150 | 170 | 145
29, Nmmbar, ..ovveeevreenrnrians. | 165 | 150 | 170 ) 140
29, Order  .covviviiiiireriiieaens , | 155 | 145 ¢ 165 | 135
80. Lventuality ........ccoo...... | 185 | 150 | 170 1 140
31, Time .covvrivienreaeenss veve-a. | 168 [ 150 § 165 | 135
33, TUBE \vvvvcnveeerinaens e 165 | 140 | 160 | 130
33. Language ............ooeeenen. | 170 ) 150 1 170 | 140
34, Comparison .......cooeevenne, 160 | 150 | 175 | 125
85. Causality ..... e esararaees . 170 | 150 | 175 | 130

The development of each part or organ, as well as of the
whole brain, was ascertained by measurement exclusively.
Thero is no guesswork or “ estimating by the eye and hand”
according to the usual practice. The method of measuring
cannot be deseribed in a few lines: I must therefore again
refer to Gall’s Appendix. The principle on which the deve-

s N
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loproent of each organ is stated in the columns is simple,
definite, and easily understood.

The size of the head,—the development of the whole being
170, as we have just seen, that number (170) is used to
indieate the derelopment of each organ which is in medivm oy
equal halance proportion to thie whole brain.  If therefore all
the organs were developed to an equal extent, they would all
be in medium, or egual, halance proportion, and each number
in columu 1st (Haydon’s} would be 170. We never find
this, however, in any individual instance, Tt alwags happens
that some of the organs are more, and of course others are
lcss, than the equal balance developrent.  Indeed, it seldom
happens, particularly in the male head, that all parts are so
near the equal balance develepmeunt as in the present case.
Tlhis is one of its marked pecubarities. Ten of the thirty-five
organs are exactly the equal balance development,—170;
fourteen are below (being 168, 160, and 155); and eleven are
above, the medium proportion, being 175 and 180

It will be noticed that the absolute or positive develap-
ment (not relafive only) of each part is shewn by the nurabers
referred to; and, in stadying the organs either individually,
or in groups, the absolute development, and the power which
that development is capable of manifesting, is a point of first
mmportauce. If the development of any of the organs was
stated as being 110, the individual would, in that faculty, bave
no more than the power of the average boy of six years, and
would, consequently, be all but an idiot throughout the entire
range of the fuuction of that organ, whatever the training,
health, and other eircumstanees might be. Tn columns 2, 3,
and 4, average examples of males at the same age are shewn
for comparison, as will be explained farther on, In colummn 4,
it may be observed that mavy of the propensities are up to the
rmaximum of the mature male (180 and 190) : whilst the su-
perior sentiments and reflective faculties barely equal those of
the average lad of 12 to 15 years—namely 125 to 135,

In Haydon's development ne organ is less than 155. IHe
was thercfore quite equal to the average man (shewn in
column 2} in development and power, even in the most de-
fective organ : whilst the most prominent (180) are far on to
the maximum of Lis age and sex.

The next point to be noticed is the rELATIVE development
of the various organs. This, as is well understood, determines
the fendency of the individual. Ilere again two particulars
have to be kept in view, (1} the direction of the tendency,
and {2} its force or power. The directiou of the tendenqy 1s
determined by the functions of the respective organs, as to
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lust, to avarice, to pride, to vanity, by the excess of certain
organs, or the reverse by their deficiency. The power or
force of the tendency is shewn by the difference between the
ahsolute degrees of development of any two or more orgaus,
as between 360 and 165, 170, or 180. When the difference
is under 10, the tendency is ouly scen in testing circum-
stances, and hy those who have ample opportunities of study-
ing the character minntely, But when the difference amounts
to 15, 20, or more, the power of the tendency becomes ob-
vious to all, and forms the leading features of the individual
character.

Witl these particulars in view, we are prepared to ap-
preciate to some extent the capabilities and tendencies of the
case in hand ; but, to aid us still farther in this, I have placed
beside Mr. Haydon’s development that of the average roan,
—including all classes of suciety,—of the same age in columon
2nd ; the average of the superior or educated class of society,
including doctors, lawyers, professors and teachers, artists,
leadiug merchants and manufacturers, &e., in column 3rd;
and the 4th column shews the average of the most degraded
of our nature, whom I have found in jails, asylums, hospitals,
and phrenological museums. )

I have followed the naming, numbering, and mapping of
the cerebral organs shewn on the Edinburgh Bust and Mr.
Combe’s System of Phrenology, as being that wost gencrally
known in this country; and 1 take it for granted, for the
moment, that the localities and functions of the organs there
specified are tolerably near the truth. But I roust also avew
wy conviction that much of what has beeu done by others
than Gall must be donc anew, and with far more definite and
positive evidence in view than has yet been collected. When
the followers of that great man learn from his example
to appreciate precision, and to enjoy the certainty, the calm
satisfaction, which scrupulous accuracy in collecting, recording,
and investigating evidence can alone give in this, as in every
other department of science, they will first be amazed at the
flimsy foundation of some parts of their faith, and then admire
the unceasing toil with which Gall eollected and sifted evi-
dence, and the cauntion with which he drew conclusions from
what would to many scem superfluous evidence. As I am
impressed with thesc convictions, my remarks will be brief
compared with what many  professing phrenclogists” might
be disposed to indulge in.

We have in the case before us & man far beyond the aver-
age of men in cerebral development, and mental power, but
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also decidedly below a small per centage of the commumty
in these particulars. Exeluding the bulk of the people, the
labouring classes, from the calculation, Haydon ranks quite up
to and even slightly beyond the mass of the directing minds
in the active business of lifc in this and other countries. In
many departments of science and literature, art or eloguence,
he was capable of rising far, very far beyond mediocrity : but
in none was he capable of attaining the highest exeellence.

The amount of power which he could wanifest for a time
on & subject engrossing his attention would he decidedly in-
creased by the near approach to equal developmeut of many
of the cerebral organs. This is o peculiarity which I have long
noticed in such cases. It is much more common in youth
than in maturity, and mnch more common in females than in
mples, Who has not been at times astonished at the Her-
culean efforts, both of mind and body, put forth by females,
when under the influence of some engrossing emotion,—a
sense of duty, a labour of love, or a mission of merey. All
are like effects, and spring from like causes. TFrom the
general equality of the parts, the whole organism seems to
act simultaneously with a unison, a harmouny, not compatihle
with o greater inequality of the parts. It is co such indi-
viduals that circumstances exercise the greatest influenee in
forming the character. 1t is such individuals as these that ma-
nifest the greatest change of disposition when placed in changed
circumstances. Haydon most closely resembled this class,
and wus in marked contrast to the classes represented by the
3rd and 4th columns of averages, In those of the third, the
sentiments and intellect decidedly preponderate, and the in-
dividuals are seldom reduced to viee aud depravity by the
wost adverse influences.  In the 4th, the propensities greatly
preponderate, and the vietims are rarely rescued by the most
favourable combination of circumstances.

In Haydon’s development the first organ in the eolumn
srrests cur notice. The cevebellum, the organ of Amative-
ness is usually from 5 to 15 above the medinm of the male
brain, and, in grovelling natures, it is often greatly in excess,
as shewn in the 4th columu. Haydon is not only below the
medium of his development (170) in this part, but even a
shade below the average wau, (col. 2nd), being 155 to an
average of 160, Licentiousness would not, therefore, be a be-
setting sin with him ; and, if Haydon at any time joined in
the fashionable necturnal vices, we may fairly attribute the
error more to the influence of associates, than to his own de-
pravity, The other social organs are all unusually powerful for
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a male brain. Ile must have been a home-loving man, a
faithful husband, a doting father, and constant friend to
those whose friendship was congenial to him.

All the lateral parts, Combativencss, Destructiveness,
Secretiveness, Acquisitiveness, and Constructivencss, are
slightly in prepouderance. This is not usual at mature age,
as may he seen by comparing his with the next two columas.
The impulsive energy of this group must have been marked
peculiarities of lis character at every period of his life, but
more so in youth than after his fftieth year. Sclf-esteem
and Firmness are rather less, and Love of Approbation de-
cidedly greater than usual in the matare male brain of this
size; he would heoce be less proud, but more vain; less dog-
matie, but more sensitive regarding the opinions of contem-
poraries, and tle judgment of posterity, than our mature
males generally are. The relative development of this group
ta the other parts of the brain is more that of the French,
than either the Eunglish or Scoteh, characteristic, and more
that of the female than of the male in this country; equally
active and more energetic, often wayward, and always inpul-
sive, lie eould often appear to others as changeable and in-
cousistent. Counscicus that he possessed high powers, yet
suspicious that others might excel him, he could neot avoid
euvy and jealously. He could join in complimenting parties
present, and in railing at them when absent.  He could citen
promise and forget to perform, and frequently begin with
enthusiastic ardour what he could not eornplete with patient
perseverance.

The anterior parts of the coronal region, including the
organs named Denevolence, Veneration, Wonder, Ideality,
and one or two unknown organs, are beautifully expanded.
It is not uncommon to see the two first named, the central
organs, Benevolence and Veneration, beyond the medium
proportion in all sizes of mature heads, but we very seldom
gee the laternl part of the group up to the equal balance
development as in this instance.

Unfortunately our knowledge of the localities and func-
tions of this important group of organs is still in the most
unsatisfzetory state. We find the part mapped out and
named on the model busts, one way in Edinburgh, and
another in London; one way in Panis, and another in New
York. The organs named, and the functions assigned to
them, must therefore be regarded as merely conjectural till
additional evidence establish the truth. This wuch is certain,
however, that the part in question is intimately connected
with the Jove of the new, the lmproved, the excellent, the
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beautiful, the perfect, the grand, the sublime, and the poetic
in mind and matter. Equally certain is it that the pare in
question is defective in the young, comparcd with the ade-
lescent and mature brain ; defective in the low and grovelling,
compared with the aspiring and refined; defective in the
stationary and sinking savage, compared with the progressing
and eivilized in every qunarter of the globe.

An ample development of the group referved to is un-
doubtedly indispensable to artistic, as to every oiher refined
excellence, and Haydon was thas endowed to a very unusual
extent. We can therefore fully belicve that his ideals were
vivid, exalted, grand, and varied; and that his anxiety to
grasp, to imitate, and to emhody his ideals in material ex-
pression, must have been iutense for a time, till new objects,
new scenes, new creations obtruded on his active imagination,

The anterior part of the brain, including the perceptive
and reflective organs, covered by the lower half of the frontal
bone is, viewed as a whole, scarcely up to the medium for the
size of the bratu; and if, iostead of measuring the orgaus
frem the centre to the periplery,—from the medulla to the
couvoluted surface, as I do, we were to estimate this lobe
from Constructiveness, or any point before the ear, as some
mantain it should be doue, then Haydon, instead of being
nearly up to the superior average {col. 3) would barcly reach
the general average,—barely reach mediocrity as shewn in
column Znd.

This moderate development of the intellectunal loke is to
me, who had some vaguc notions of his being a great man,
an unexpected peculiarity. T have generally found that male
brains of so large = size, well balanced otherwise, and actively
engaged through life, have this part up to 173, 180, 190, and
oven higher at mature development. Of the artists whom I
have examined, and who bave attaiued a respoctable place in
their profession, there happens to be noue below 160 in this part
at thirty years of age, Three amateurs of my acquaintance
who have reached a fair degree of execllence, two as painters
and one in sculpture, by practice in the few leisure honrs
which extensive business engagements leave them, have the
anterior lobe up to 190, 200, and 210 respestively. The
mask of Canova, taken after death at an advanced age, when
the whole brain had probably as usual diminished consider-
ably fromn the mature dimensions, shews all parts of this lobe
essential to the artist fully 190. For vears past I have heen
in the hahit of dissuading youths from adopting arvt as a pro-
fession except T was qulte sure that the intellectual organs
would exceed 160 ere they reached their thirtieth year ; hokd-
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ing as 1 did that a lower degree of intellectual capabability
could not cnsure them even a moderate living in the prac-
tice of their profession. It is guite possible, however, that I
err {0 some extent in underrating the power of an inteliectual
development of 160.  Fortunately the error, if it be so, is on
the safe side. Certain 1 am, that, if Haydon, who scarcely
averaged 170 in this part, achieved great things in art, there
is a fair sprinkling of our living artists who, if their training
has beeu equal or superior to Haydon’s, are capable of
achieving decidedly move than he did,—at least so far as
artistic greatness is achieved by infellectual power,

Individuality, Form, Order, Eventunlity, Comparison, and
an unknown organ between Comparison and DBenevolence,
called Sympathy by Mr. Prideaux, and “ Human Nature” by
the Awmericans, e among the least of Haydon’s intellectual
organs,—ranging from 155 to 160. This is a development
and power so little heyond mediocrity that their cultivation,
up to 2 point of high excelience, must have heen a work of so
great labour that we ray well doubt whether it was ever
accorzplished, and may take leave to ask whether the defects
of development in these particulars are not chvious to well
trained eyes in the most carefully execcuted of Hayden’s
works.

What these defects may altogether include I am mnot
enough of an artist to say: but it appears to me that inappro-
priate forms, ungraceful and untrue drawing, particularly of
ohjects in motion or action, vague and indefinite outlines,
faulty composition, arrangement and classification, and trust-
ing for effect to pecnliar management of light and shade and
tint and colour, instead of elahborating truth, grace, aud
beauty, by masterly manipulation, would be obvious parts of
his defects. He would imagine more than be conld delinente,
and perceive excellence which he could not imitate; just as
the imbeecile and the infant, who cannot themnselves speak,
nevertheless understand quite well what others say. In many
cssential particulars his intellectual faculties were unable to
embody by his hand the objects and forms in the action, spirit,
grace, and beauty, whick hLis mind could create. Did Haydon
not mistake in the choice of his profession? At 20 years of
age his cezebral development was 5 to 10 less in the lateral
and posterior, and 20 less in the coronal and snterior parts (see
my appendix to Dr. Symes's Gall} than at his death, At 20
years of age much greater chances of success, with equal labour
and study, might have been safely predicated of Lim as a writer
or speaker, an orator or actor, a pieacher or a poct, than as a
painter or sculptor. He would have had as much cncrgy in

VoL, XIL G
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declamation as Father Gavazzi, with much more elegance
and grace in his rbetoric and much more sovud logic in Lis
reasoning.

The most important particulars that can be added are the
history, the education, the intellectual, and moral training, of
Mr, Haydon, and the judgment of those fully competent to
judge of his productions. Knewing as we now do what his
brain was at matority, and proximately what it had heen
at atl previous periods of his life (Zniss, January, 1851, and
more fully in the Appendia to6 Gall), we can rccognize similar
developments when we meet with them at any period of youth,
and we desire to know what that development is and is not
capable of achieving in art and in every other departinent,
so that we may neither over nor underrate its powers, Haydou's
must be an instructive example so far as it goes. What then
were the excellencies, and what the defects of his works? 1In
what did he suceeed, in what did he fail ?

I had written thus far in ignorance of Mr. Haydon’s his-
tary, life, and lahours, cxcepting the vague impressions, vather
calculated to mislead than otherwise, which passing reports
or newspaper notices hiad left on my mind. I had never met
him, nor obtained a knowledge of his development, {a mask of
the face is in most of the muscums, but it is of little use,) to
give interest in his doings. Tintended to add nothing farther:
but some acquaintances, who knew more of Mr. Haydon than
T did, rend my notes, and a friend pointed me to an excellent
paper on the subject in the Fdinburgh Review for Ccetober
1853. The writer seems to have studied the character atten-
tively, and to appreciate his labours justly. We agree on
many points, but the evidence of Haydou’s insanity is, I fear,
too strong to be resisted.  Of course, to whatever extent, and
for whatever length of time, that was the case, heis unsuitable
for our present purpose. During & long period of Lis life,
however, his exertions to rise in his profession and to raise it
were overy way admirable; but latterly his moral eharacter
in some particalars, his miserable life and deplorable death,
are torturing to contemplate. We can only wonder that the
crisis was daolayed so long,

Mr, Haydon began to draw and resolved to be a painter
at a very sarly age. Ilis education and training with that
view were nnquestionably good. If not the best that might
have been, vet, assuredly, much better than many great
artists had access to. Let ns glance at the vesults as reported
by the writer iu the Reviewr just named.

* As it has been well observed, *failures detract litile from the
reputation of those who have done veally great things;* but it was
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the misfortune of Haydon that he never did anything great enough
to make us forget Lis failures. Often in deseribing what he means
to de, he places & far finer picture before the mind's eye than his
hands could realize. The snblime shapes which throng his fancy in
the hour of meditation when he sits down 1o his ensel refuse to wait
upen his summons, It is not that he could not give to these spirits
a form; he could not give to forms a spirit to lift them to the height
of his own conceptions.” (p. 526.) *TFor in spite of the Elgio
Marbles—in spite of his adwmirable theories of excellence—in spite of
labour never spared, and perseverance never dauated—his picture of
Deuvtatus, with many fine points, and energetic drawing, is violent,
manuered, even in some parts caricatored.” (p, 534.) ¢“The Judg-
ment of Selomoen is certainly the best in composition and in colour;
with less confusioa in the arrangement, and less of exaggeration and
effort in the individual forms thao is useal with him. %‘he vindictive
sneer on the face of the wicked mother is foo vulgar, too like that of a
common female cheat; the draperies are heavy and ungraceful, and in
texture like wet wool; but altogether it is a fine pictnre.” (p. 536.)
“The head of Lazarus—staring ghastly with awakening life—is
finely conceived ; the hend and figure of Christ a failure—and worse
—positively bad and mean. Wherever refined or purely intellectual
feeling was requived, Havdon has seldom succeeded.  As in the ex-
pressian of power he is almost always exaggerated, so in the expres-
sion of refinement he is almost always weak or vapid.” (p. 548.)
“Tu 1829 he painted s picture of Punch—a satire on human life—full
of power and humorcus expression in the heads, and with bits of
charming cclour and fine painting.” (p. 554.) *7The humean face
divine was always a trouble to Haydon when he could not do what
he liked with it. It was rewarked that in both his pictures of
Napolcon and Wellington he had turned away the face.,” (p. 563.)

Perbaps the time is not eome when Haydon’s works can
be fully judged of with stern impartiality: but the above
remarks, touching matters of fact rather than of opiuion or
fancy, are not lhikely to Le materially modified by lapse of
time or change of taste. It does not appear then that the
case of Haydon will justify any modification of the views I
have stated,—that an intellectual development under 160, or
even 170, is incompetent to either great or uniformly good
productions in the highest walks of art; though it is ungues-
tiouably true that capabilities far below his are ample for
many of the depurtments of art extensively demanded in
evory civilized country. For miniature, cabinet, and casket
work, for engraving, decoration, aud ornament, in which
activity, not energy, minute manipulation, dexterity, and
patient industry are required, cerebral developments ranging
from 135,—the average female, to 150,—the average male, at
maturity, with a fine coostitution, and the anterior lobe
slightly preponderating, arc the best adapted. The impnl-
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sive energy of the large brain and preponderating lateral
region render such as Haydon quite unsuited for these de-
partments. A Ilaydon must cither be great or nothing. I¥
4e failed, none but those mare highly gifted by natare con
entertain a rational hope of success. A “ happy hit” or two
in inspired moments may save from oblivion, cherish hope,
inspire confidence, fire ambition, and—consign to misery for
life. Such is the lesson of Haydon's history, as of many others
before him ; but few are so complete and so instruetive as his,

I1. The following remarks have been sent us by « Plrenological
Artist, who knew Mr. Haydon well,

The first time T saw Mr. [Taydon was when lie was con-
templating the beauty and grandeur of the Elgin marbles
in the DBritish Museom. This first sight I had of him did
not impress me in his favour, as he had put his body into a
most pompous attitude in order to shew the public how a
great genlus would arrange his body and limbs for viewing
works of high art. Previously to wmy first sight of Mr.
Haydon, I had beeu informed that lLe was an artist of great
genius, and that there was no historical painter who could be
compared with him; but, on secing him in such an affected
attitude, T conecluded that a very unjust estimate had been
formed of him, and that he was a most vain and pompous
person acting under the impulse of the organs of Love of
Approbation and Self-esteem. These organs were his great
moving power; and he could with ease make bold attacks
upon otlier paiuters, caring npot about the truth of his asser-
tions, but only abeut the force of the blows he could inflict,
having Destructiveness, Wit, and Language large. Adula-
tion he was continually seeking, and would receive flattery
from mere pretenders with as much satisfaction as he would
from his superiors. This was zn unfortnnate weakuess in
him, and laid him open to much condemoation, though he
could pot act otherwise than as he was organized. Since
his organs of Comparison, Bventuality, and Individuality
were small, good sound sense could not be expected from
him: and particularly, as he came from a vain stock (his
father having au over and above share of vanity), and had been
trained in vanity, we had mo right to expeet correct reason
fram him. His action, habits, speech, and his criticisms on
art, were of a turbulent character. If we look to his profes-
sional qualitics—Nhis choice of subjects, wa shall see a pre-
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ference for violent action ; tranquil and peaceable subjects
were not exciting cnough for hus active organs of Destrue-
tivencss and Secrctivencss.

In his early career, when he produced his picture of
Deatatus, he was pronounced to be a great genius; but I
could not help then concluding from his cccentricities that
there was wore of insanity than sanity in him, The suhject
was one of violence, and lie gave Dentatus a most ferocious
and slanghtering attitude, of commonplace character. His
picture of Macbeth shewed considerable talent, and from
it the Lopes of the lovers of art were raised to a high
pitch: but they were not realized. It had a murderous sub-
jeet, and was the best he executed. Solomon’s Judgment was
the third pieture he painted—another instance of his prefer-
ence for violence. Sword and dagger subjects must have
had charms for his contemplation. This picture is almost as
good ns the Macheth; but the story is not so well told, and
there are several diserepancies in it: the wise man’s legs are
much too short—the mother’s expression is too cold—the
falsc womaun does not express herself correctly—Solomon is
devoid of the expression that the subject demands, he is too
like a modern youth : but the executioner is more true, and
is expressive of what he hasto perform. This pictare and
Macbeth are by far the best pictures that Haydon painted.
The next picture was Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, and was
much more defective than the previous two: but there were
many parts of the figures well painted, though the sabject
was feebly treated. Such a peaceable subject must have ill
suited his turbulent mind, and consequently could mot be
treated successfully.  His other pictures—the Raising of
Lazarus, &e., %c., are not worth mentioning, so inferior are
they to the previous three: and the reason of this inferiovity
was the increase of his insanity. The unharmonious arrange-
ment of his organization was the cause of the inconsistencies
that pervaded his works; and as he was so deficient in the
organs of Individuality, Eventuality, and Comparison, it was
out of his power to portray natural expression and action:
and T have no doubt that he was not aware of this inability,
but considercd his artistical productions as perfection, from
the small size of the requisite cercbral orgaans.

He was equally inconsistent in his actions as he was in
his artistical labours. He eared not from whom he horrowed
mioney, nor about returning it, He obtained it by very
unworthy means, stating unwarrantable falsehoods in order
to induce the unwary to part with their money for a mooth
or two to save Wim from difficulties : but, after it was in his
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possession, he never troubled himself about the poor artists
who had lent him their all, and they had the greatest difficulty
in getting their money hack again.

I was always surprised on finding that others could not
see his insanity, so painfully apparent as it was; and the
more so when his works, which were as inconsistent as his
mind, could be so easily compared with his habits, manners,
and actions. But amidst bis insane ways he possessed much
cuming, and to the religious and moral he could appeal with
a fervour that was sure to cajole thern out of their sense and
Yeason.

111. Some extracis from an article in the Quarterly Review
Jor last September un his biography compiled by Mr. Tom
Taylor from kis eutobiograply aend journals.

““The last page of (Mr. Tom Taylor's Life of Benjamin Haydon,
historical painter) should have been the first, There we vead that
Benjamin Robert Haydon died on the 22nd of Juue, 1846, by
¢self-inflicted death,” and that—

“ “The coroner’s jury found that the spicide was in an unsound
state of wind when lic committed the act.’—iii. 322.

¢ This is, we think, the key to bis whole life-——/e meot de I'énigme
—the explanation of a series of delusions, follies, eccentricities, and
ingonsistency, such s we believe were never before deliberately re-
corded—of wild taleuts mistaken and misapplied—of extravagant
pretensions and feebhle powers—of enthusiastic professions of piety
and houvour, shamelessly contradicted by a laxity of practice which
can hardly be less severely characterized than as dishonesty and
swindling. "We can have no doubt that the mind was ‘unsound’—
or, to adopt the vulgar but expressive metapher, eraeked-—from the
begioning. The main symptom was the early mistake of fancying
that he was destined to be a great paioter; while there was, on the
contrary, hardly any vocation in which his cleverness, ardour, and
perseverance would not probably have hsd better success, This
nisconception of his vocation, and the wayward eccentricities of style
by which he endeavoured to conceal and supply the want of natural
powers, bronght oo failure, disappointment, and distress. Then
came mortified vanity, degrading want, and desperate old age—

it ¢ Tristisqua senectns,
Et metus et malesueds fames et furpir egestas.’

¢ Such a life has obviously no just claims to the distinetion of a
special biography, and one's first impression is, the less said about it
the better. e himself seems to have had misgivings that no one
would be foond to write it, and his characteristic vanity provided
against such neglect by writing it himself. Fe left behiad him his
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dwtoleography’—a narrative of his life to 1820—which occupies
the first of these volumes. ¢ This,” he desires in his will, “may not
be curtailed by an editor,” Whether this has been exactly obeyed
the editor does not say ; he hints, judeed, that it has hieen * com-
pressed 7 but more than enough remains; "as ta the rest of his
life,” says the will, “his jouruvals will snffice” These jouroals are
twenty-six large folio volumes.”

“* Qur wonder is that any person having the least personal regard
for Haydon should have counsented to the appenrance of a work
which does bim po credit as an artist, and is positively disgraceful
te him as e man. It will be pleaded that Haydon himself ordered
the publieation in his will. No doubt he did, but what was that
hut aucther symptom of his mental infirmity 7 The will was written
but a few moments before the final act of insanity. Admitting,
hawever, that he had throughont Lis life the same design, the same
tjuestion will arise, Would it have been justifiable to have leut him
a pistol or procured him poison to exeeute the suicide which he com-
mitted, merely becanse he were mad enongh to desire it, and is it
more justifinble to have helped his posthumons insanity to inflict
suicide on his character 1

“It is both mornlly and physieally curicus to have from the
patient himself so remarkable an example of the co-existence in the
same mind of, as Dryden plirases it, ¢ wit and madness,’ of sagoeity
and delusion, of a sound judgment oz many subjects with a perma-
nent and ineorrigible aberration on one.”

¢ We find—apart from bis delusions about himself and his own
style of art—no inconsiderable degree of acuteness aud justice i his
appreciation of artistical subjects, aud particularly & great deal of
eritieal and biographical chservation and information on the works
and private characters of his contemporaries, too often, no doult,
tinged with something of personal spleen and jezlousy, but, on the
whole, freer from such blots than we could have expected from the
peculiar temper of the maa, or from the general effect of profes-
sional rivalry. His natnral disposition was to be kind and candid.”

¢ Haydon, though incapable of producing even 2 tolerable por-
trait with his pencil, turns oné to have had a great deal both of talent
and taste in sketching with his pen. By diot of whot may be called
enthusiasm for art—but which would be more generally and justly
characterized as impudence and importanity—he forced himself into
commusication with a number of the most eminent men of his day,
not only in art, but in literature and polities ; and by registering, as
he did assiduously in his journals, what he saw and heard amongst
them with an easy and off-haund cleveruess, evident diligence, and
general good faith, he has left us a collection of anecdotes very en-
tertainivg, aud not without a certain importance as to the characters
of several of the most remarkable personages of his time and
ours.”

“ Haydon was born at Plymonth on the 25th of January, 1786,”
the son of a bookseller, and * was bound apprentice to his father's
trade, for which it soon appeared that he had neither taste nor
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temper.”” He was of a temperament that during his whole career
created opposition where he would not otherwise have found it. By
a series of acoidents he was inocunlated with a love of drawing. He
prabably had some hereditary tura—we canuot sny taste—that way;
for his grandfather was, if Northeote may be eredited, an execrable
amateur davnber, It happened too that one of his schoolmasters
and two of his fatber’s apprentices and au Italian beokbinder in his
cmploy had the same propensity r—

“*The apprentices,” he adds, *theught they were geniuses
because they were idle. One, I remember, did nothing but draw
and pmnt.'

“Haydon's own turn for drawing seems to have been much like
that of the apprentices—an excuse for being jdle :—

¢ My father’s business realized a handsome income: T had no-
thing to do but to parsue his conrse, and independence was certain,
but my vepugnance to my work grew daily. T rose carly, and wan-
dered by the sea; sat up late, and pondered om my ambition. 1
hated my beoks, ledgers, &e. 1 hated standing bebind the counter,
and fnsulled the customers. 1 hated the town and the people in it

“UOne day, after insulting a customer, he flew ont of the shop
and never entered it again.

“"Now what was to be done? Into the shop I would not go,
and my father saw the absurdity of wishing it. e was a good,
dear, fond father. 'We discossed my future prospects, and he asked
me if it was not a pity to let such a fine property go to vuin? 1
could not help it **Why?* « Because my whole frame con-
valsed when I thought of being a great painter,””  ** Wheo has put
this stuff into your head 7 ¢ Nobody; I have slways bad it.”
“You will live to repent it.” * Never; I would rather die in fhe
¢rial.””  Friends were ealled in; aunts consulted; uncles spoken to:
my language was the same; my detestation of business wnaltered ;
Ty resolution e forfures of the rack would have altered.

Alont this time his eyes became inflatoed, he was blind
for six weeks, and the inBammation became chronie, so that
he mnever perfectly recovered his sight.  Yet this only exas-
perated his ambition and resolution to become a great painter.
People said, “ What folly! How can you think of being a
painter? Why you can’t see.” “I can see enough,” was
his reply, “and see or not see a psinter I'll be; and if I am
a great one without seeing, I sholl be the first.”  This /e
calls the stirving of the Divinily wilhin him,

It is eurions,”” he writes in his jourpal, ¢ that my dim sight
never eenrred to me as an obstacle.  Not a bit of it. 1 found that
I could not shoot as 1 used to do: but it never struck me that I
should not be able to paind’ ™

The reviewer never saw one of his pictures without a
strong impression that he had an eye cven for form, but
above all for eolour, different from that of the rest of man-
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kind. This seemed to depend on hereditary organization,
for he tells us that, when on his arrival in London he waited
on Northcote, the old gentleman,

*¢ ¢ Looked maliciously at me and said, ‘I remember yeer vather,
and yeer grendvather tu; he used tu peint.” 8¢ I have heard,
sit.”  “Ees; he peinted an elephant once for o figer, and he asked
my vather what colour the indzide of *s ears was, and my vather told
un, raddish, and your grandvather went home, and painted un 3 vine
vermilion.” ™

Before he left the country he bought two casts of the
Discobolos and Apollo:—

“cI looked at them so Iontg that I made my eyes ill again. I
doated over them, I dreamt of thew, and when well, wandered
about the town in listless agomy in search of books of art.”

He found Reynolds’s lectures and a volume of anatomical
drawings :(—

“¢The spark which bad for vears lain struggling to blaze now
burst out for ever. I came down to breakfast with Reynolds under
my arm, and opened my fixed intentions in a style of such energy
that I demolished all argnments. My mother, regarding my looks,
which probably were more fike those of u manice than of a rational
Leing, burst into tears. My father was in a passion, and the whole
house was in an wproar.  Every body that called during the day was
had vp to bait me, but I attacked them so flereely that they were
glad to leave me to my own reflections. Affection for home was
smothered, not extinguished, in me, I thought only of London—
Bir Joshna—drawing—disseetion—aund hiph aré’

“One of his ideas of high art was, that a painter must be &
practical anatomist ; but of what nse eould anatomy be to one who
never attained any certainty of copying even the external form of the
living model? OF what avail was it to him to *get by heart all the
muscles of the body 7 How many heuds to the deltoid 7 [one of the
humeral muscles.] PFhere does if rise 7 Where is it ingerfed 7'
< If he coutd have accurately copied that action from his model, ke
Lad all of the delioid that was required for a representation of visible
nature, which is the object of the painter. No one will deny that a
kuowledge of anatomy may enable an artist to understand beiter the
appearances of his models, but we eanuot see how it will advance
the power of fmiteting them, Old Northeote and others, whom he
talked to, told him plainly *it was of no use;” that 8ir Joshua, like
most, if vot, all great painters, knew notbing about it.”  But, being
summoneil hore to his father's death, ‘¢ he got boues and museles
from the surgeon of the hospital and was hard at work that very night.?
Well might his unele, after seeing him stretched on the floor of his
lodgings in London studying anatomical plates, report to his afflicted
father, *Oh, he is mad—he is certainly mad.’

“ We have dwelt the longer on these early proofs of an obstiuate
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irregularity of mind, first, because it grew with his growth, and is
to be traced, we think, in every subsequent event and production of
his artistic life, but still more, becavse they show that all the ver-
Liage ahout grand style und Jigh aré with whieh he duped himselt,
aud not a few followers, were really the self-excuses of a man who
had neither eyes te see, nor judgment Lo appreciate, any more than
ke had”n hasd to copy the simple and unexzaggerated aspects of
nature.

After his professional carcer had hegun,

“ The insatiable pretensions, importunity, and ingratitude with
which Maydon confesses that he harassed all his patrons, we might
say his pnfienfs, rust tend te disgust even the most benevolent
from the iwdulgence of either taste or chavity in that direction.
There 13, we think, no instonce in which those whom IHaydon ap-
plied te in ks distress, high or low—and his andacity neither spared
the highest nor his meanness the lowest—who did not Lelp lum
kindly, liberslly—many of themn nobly; and there is not one towards
whom these pages do not attest his flagrant ingratitude and in-
justice.”

He thanked Geod thai be never had a patron, as Jackson
had in Lord Mulgrave,

¢ And I would have shewn the door to any man who had offered
me suck pafronage” Bat within ten pages we find him in rapturous
extasy at obtaining through the recommendation of that very Jackson,
the patronage of that very Lord Mulgrave, * This roused my spirits.
I had got my first commission for a grand historical picture to
set me going, as Lord Mulgrave had promised.” ©1 was really become
a public character.” Awd the whole of his after life was employed
in shifts—sometimes very mean—to allure patrons, whom he as con-
stantly disgusted by his iucapacity, his arrogance, his worryings, aud,
in some instaneces, his extortion,”

“The fate of his pictures painted hefore 1820, he himself was
doomed to record in that year, when old Reinagle the artist asked
him, *Where is your Sclomon, Mr. Hayden? “Iung up in a
grocer's shop.’ ¢ Where your Jerusalem ¥ ¢ In a ware room in ol.
born.” ¢ Where your Lazarus P ¢ Is an upholsterer’s shop in Meunt
Street.’  ¢Apd your Macbeth ¥ <In Chancery.” *Your Pharosh T’
“In an attic pledged!” <My God! apd your Crucifision? <In a
hayloft.’ *And Silenus? *Sold for half price” Apd ten years
later, *an accomplished Frenchman eame to my room to see my
works, “ [ havenone,” « Where are they T * My Solomon is rotting
in a carpentet’s shop—my Lazarus in a kitchen ! These bitter
lessons had no effect on Haydov : and he persisted in pursuing the
sume uugrateful elass of subjects in the same unpalatable style of
execution, and went on believing, or at lenst asserting, to his dying
Lour, that this upiversal neglect arose from the hostility of indivi-
duals, and the bad taste of the public, and uot {from any demerit in
the repudiated pictares,”
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He all at onee vesolved to turn portrait painter, uotwith-
standing Lis contempt for such art and 2 promise to Fuseli
that he would aever practise it, and had painted aud exhibited
and sold a successful historieal piece, rnd bad a commission
from Lord Mulgrave for another—the Dentatus. He went
down to Plymouth, painted his friends at fifteen guineas
1 head, and ezeerable as be confesses his portraits were,—

¢ * Rapidly accumulated money, not probably because my efforts
were thought successful, even by sitters, but more because my friends
wished to give me a Lft.>

# All that followed was delusion and deception, and, because he
found that be couid not paint reality at Plymouth, hie hastened back
to paint fiction, which he called Aiséory, in Londea.”

His Deutatus took bim two years altogether, aud fifteen
months of uninterrupted labour. In October, 1808, when
he was morc than balf way 1n the time occapied, we find the
following eutries in his journal :—

# ¢ 1808, Oct., Tuesday, Determincd to obliferate my principal
Sipere, and did so: what time one loses from inexperience! I now
am bappy that it’s aver,

“ “Wedoesday, Had Bam, one of the Academy poriers—he sat,
and 1 sketched in the whole of my figere much better.

¢ ¢ Fridday, Put in the head of my hero,

¢ ¢ 8aturday. Dashed out my head without a moment’s hesitation.

“t Monday, Painfed the chest of my dying figure,

“** Wednesday. The chest of my dyiog figure looked so mizerabie
that [ rudled if out,

¢ November 17th, My kerd's kead is finished : but 1 see that
it is not what 1 had determined on, and so out if comes to-morrow,

* Monday 21st. Bxpected a model that never came. Gotn Wesi
Todian 1 picked up in the street : a fine hend,  Took ouf my kere’

“ After the lasi; rubbing gut of his hero’s head, he adds,

= I have made up my wmind thaf it sholl be such es the cnrar-
EST PAINTER THAT EVER Was would have made it ™

Yet it is considered by the reviewer to be “an absurd
chaos of vulgarity and distortion ;” and, when, two years
after its exhibition at the Royal Academy, he weut to Lord
Mulgrave to look after it, he heard that it had been ** nailed

up in its packing case and left in a stable.”

* Before he began Sclomeon (considered by many to be his best
picture%.v he had this dialogue with his friend, Mr. Prince Hoare,—

“¢What are you going to paint ¥’ ‘Solomon’s Judgment.
¢ Rubens and Rqffaelle have both tried it." 8o much the better,’
I said, Dl tell the story better.

* Even in the last months of his eshausted life, while he was
expending the last dregs of whatever power be possesed in au almost
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mechanical reproduction of his own Napoleon and Wellington, he
stands before one of those magufactures and apostrophises himself in
& burst of admiration,

“t WWhat magie ! what fire ! what unevring hand and eye ! what
Janey ! what power ! what o gift of God ! I bow and am grateful ™

Yet **he was, it appears, n good husband, an atfectionate father,
and—a less erdinary merit—a kind and eveu fond step-father.”

* What he may have been in ordinary social life we know nof,
hut the joornals afford such innumerable instaaces of {riends made
and lost, and yet regained, and of dupes deceived and cheated, but
who were still willing to be deceived and cheated to the last, that we
cannot doubt that he must have had, under a decided air of vulgar
arrogance, considerable plauvsibility, and even aitraction—perlaps
naturally~—when he had a point to carry.”

¢ The most prominent features of his journals are the disgraceful
maneuvres by which he endeavoured to eseape from the pecuniary
difficulties in which his folly and extravaganee had * steeped him to
the very lips,'””  ** Whenever it came to a guestion of payment,
£ 5. d. were only the symbols of Lies, Shifts, Dishonesty. Ile
seems to have out-Sheridanced Sheridan,”  « He lived in an agony of
pecuniary difficulties, amounting, as he tells us over and over again,
to madness, and that certainly was sufficient to have produced it in a
sounder roind. e iwas in the company of bailiffs and in sponging
houses oftever than we oan reckon up: he was four times n prison,
and twice passed through the Insolvent Court without having paid
his ereditors a peany; and e died at least £3000 in debt, and this
after having received more benevolent patronage (which we distio-
guish from a mere purchasing patronage), more pecuniary assistance,
more indnlgence, more liberality, and in fact more charity than any
artist that we have either read or heard of”

“ He had the unpardenable dishouesty of inducing some of the
young and inesperienced pupils, whom his pretensions and fanfaren-
nades had procared him, to sign bills, on which he raised money,
leaving the poor youths and their families to get out of the scrape as
best they could.”

“ He declared war against the patrons, the connoisseurs,
the Academy, aund the whole artistic world,” He confesses in
his diary that his friends advised him to be quiet, but that he
was unmanageable, and that the idea of being a Luther or
Jobn Enog in art got the better of his reason,

“In the midst of all these wild and wayward extravagances, zud
these reitcrated instances of culpable wmisconduet, we are at fiest
startled and afterwards shocked at the introduetion of freguent and
encrgetic prayer,—shocked, we say, because these solemy addresses
te God are grievously misplaced in such a journal, and are themselves
conceived in a toue the very reverse of what a really deveut spirit
woald have prompted.”

Dere arve specimens :—
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0, God, Thov who hast brought me to the point, bring me
throngh that point. Grant, during the exhibition, nothing may
happen to dull its suecess, but that it may go or in ene continual
stream of triamphant success to the Inst instant. O God/ Thow
knowest I wm in the clulches of o villain: grant me the power enlirefy
lo yet out of them, for Jesus Qhvist's sake. Amen, And subdue the
evil disposition of thal villain, so that 1 may extricate myself from his
power withont getting further into it. Graot me this for Christ's
sake, Amen, with all my soul," "

¢ Perhaps God may punish me, as ke did Nepoleon, as an ex-
ample, for pursuing a grand object with less regard to moral principle
than became a Christinn,—that is, raising money to get through,
earcless of the means of repaying ; though I had reason to hiope the
aristocracy would have helped me, by purchasing, to keep my word.’

*He chooses to forget that the aristocracy, and the democracy
too, hiad helped and helped bhim till he had wearied them with never-
ending improvidence and never-mending ineapacity ; yet he pursued
the same reckless oonrse even when all remsonsble hope was ex-
hausted—everything was exhansted except his self-sufficiency and
these wayward formulas of devotion.”

After toning down a cloud to his satisfaction one day, lLe
writes,—

“¢Jo Paen? and I fell on my lnecs, and thanked God, and bowed
wy forehead and lowched the ground, &e. This is B, R, Iaydon—the
reel man—may he live a thousand years ! and here he soeezed,
Lucky? ”

His difficulties increased. He competed for designs to
cmbellish the Houses of Parliament—and wrote in his journal,

«¢] trast in God, and we shall sce who is most powerful—He
or the Royal Commission. We shall see 1" 7

Apd he failed—"a total and humiliating failure.” He
made an exhibition of his recent works: and this failed. His
agony was dreadful—increased hourly,

¢+ 20th. O God, bless us all throngh the evils of this day. Amen.
“<9]st. Slept horribly. Prayed in sorrow, and got up in agi-
tation.
«<92nd. God forgive me, Amen.
Finis
of
B. R. Haydon.
« ¢ Stretch me no longer on this rongh world.'—Lear,
¢ End of the Twenty-sixth Volume.'*

Ty this Mr. Taylor adds,—

¢r ¢ This closing entry was made between half-past ten and a quar-
ter to claven on the morning of Monday the 22nd of June. Before
eleven the liand that wrote it was stiff and cold in self-inflicted death.
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On the Morning of that Monday, Haydon rosc early and went out,
returning, apparently fatigued, at nine. He then wrote. At ten
he eatered bis painting-room, and soon after saw his wife, then
dressing fo visit a friend at Drixton, by her busband’s special desire.
IHe embraced her fervently, and returned to his patoting-room.
About a quarter to eleven his wife and daughter heard the report of
fire-arms, but took little notiee of it, as they supposed it to proceed
from the troops then exereising in the park, Mrs Haydon went out.
About an hour after, Miss Haydon entered the painting-room, and
found her father stretched out dead hefore the easel on which stood
his unfinished picture of Alfred and the first British Jury—his
white hairs dabbled in blood—a half-opened razor, smeared with
blood, at his side—near it a swall pistol, recently discharged—in
his tlroat a frightful gash, and a bullet-wound m his skull, A
portrait of his wife stood on a smaller easel facing his large picture.
On a table near was his Diary (open at the page of that last entry},
his wateh, a Prayer-book (open at the Gospel for the Sixth Sunday
after the Epiphany}, letters addressed to his wife and children, and
this paper, [contaiving his will, &e.,] beaded, *Last thoughts of
B. R. Hayden, half-past ten :—No man should use gertain evil for
probable good, however great the object.  Lvil is the prerogative of
the Deity.” "

IV, An account of the appearances after Haydow's death, with
some reflections upon Phrenoloyy and Plrenologists, by
Dr. Elliotson.

 Men ought te know that, from the drein only proceed pleasure and joy, and
langhter and sport, as well as griefs, anxictics, sorrows, and weeping. By it we
are wise especially, and understand, and see, and bear, and appreciate what. is
base and honourable, good #nd bad, pleasant and wopleazaot, distinguishing thew
partly by liabit, partly by their wtility. By it we distinguish whet is pleasurable,
and what disagreeable, secording to circumstances ; and, by it, the same things
do not plepse us in all circumstances. By i we are insane and delirious;
cxperience tervors and fears, pertly by night, partly by day; and sleepiessness,
and ill-tmed errors, and groundless csres; do not recogoize those who ave with
vs; lose our habits, and forget our experience.  And zll this we sofler from the
brain if it is not healthy, &v. : wherefore I say, that the brain i the messenger
and interpreter of intelligenve and wisdom. But the prevordis have obtained
the name of ¢pdves among the Greeks, by ceatom, not from fuct and nature ;
snd I koow not what property they have of knowing snd understanding, except
that in sudden sod greal joy or sorrow they leap,” &c.—HirrocraTes o
Lpilepsy.

I knew Mr. Haydon, from laving been requested by him
to visit some of his family in sickness, and I always cheer-
fally gave them my professional assistance. At the time of
his suicide, Mr. Walter Bryant of the Edgwarc Road invited
me, with great good feeling, to assist in the inspection of the
body. Tt was a frightful sight to behold hin on the fluor
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with a gun-shot wowl in his head, a deep gash in cach side
of his throat, and a half-opencd bloedy ragor at his side.
The melancholy of the sceme was increased by the strong
marks of vanity in the arrangement of the death show—the
hody lying in his painting room, before an imperfect picture
on his casel, a portrait of his wife placed opposite, and his
diary open and just completed.  Wheu it is considered that a
prayer hook also lay open at the gospel for the sixth Sunday
after the Epipbany, and there were affectionate letters ad-
dressed to his wife and children and a paper of directions, con-
fessing distraction and wildly expressed insane vanity—*1
have done nothing all wy life that will render me feavful of
appearing before the awful consciousness of my invisible God,
or hesitate to explain my actious ”— and a hope that his
worthy and wmeerthy ereditors would forgive him,—the whole
was barrowing and an epitome of his previouslife. Tmperfection
in his art—inordinate vanity—selfishness—strong domaestic
affection—Dbitterness, moral unserupulousness, whicl: is surely
unprincipledness—violence—only moderate intelligence, pha-
risaical airs, and superstition, characterized him, His religion
was very different from geunine piety. It was the feeling and
conduct which might be shewn towards a very powerful per-
son who could inflict misery and grant lum what he wished—
prant that his son should get through the examination at
Cambridge, that he might sell two of his pictures, and that
people should flock to the exhibition of his pictures,—to
effect which purpose he wrote also strong and vulgar pnfis.
Mr. Taylor accurately describes Lis prayers as * begging let-
ters, in fact, dispatched to the Almighty,” and adds that
his faith “ was not strong enougl te induce a calm and stead-
fast waiting upon God’s will,”'*

The cerebral composition and organization of Haydon,
with the circuwmstances in which he lived, explain his whole

* Mr. Taylor archly adds, as to his prayers, ' that it must not be forgotten
that the prayers of nany eminently pious people, and indeed of whole elmrches
and sects, ure little more than this ;" and, as to his faith, *fueither, aa it seems
to me, iz the faith of the most prayerful persons of this character,” (vol. iii.,

. 367,
v Pea:la}le desire public prayers and fasts against the cheolera and other epi-
dewmics, but never against roilway accidents, however thickly, epidemically, these
may aceer. All depend equally upon natural eauses : but the causes of the Jatier
are understood, aud therefore praying against them is never thought of —but the
compascies are looked after.

Hayden believed iw omens.  ** Tu driving along the cab-horse fell.  Would
any man believe this sonoyed me?  As sn omnen, the same thing happened before
the Cartoon contest. Such sre human beings. Napoleon's coach broke dowo
on his return from Elba’’ ¢ In putting io my letters for the private day, I let
three parts fall on the pavement—about 300.  Another fall ! now for the truth
of omens."'—Digry, March 28, 31, 1846,
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life, as they do those of every being from the cradle to the
grave. His composition gave him a highly sanguine tempe-
rament, so that his colour was florid and bis whole frame
most excitable : and bis brain partook of his general compo-
sition and nature. He walked fast, as thousands must have
seen; I have heard that he ate fast: he talked fast; was
sudden and quick in action, and dashed impetuously even in
painting : he prayed very hard,

Let any ever so little acquninted with the true physiology
of the beain, as discovered by Gall, look at his cast,* and
not read the whole character. The three lithographs were
exeenied from a calotype kindly made for me from the cast
by Mr. Barker, of North Crescent, Bedford Sqgoare. On
fooking at the froot view, we arc struck with the great size of
the lateral organs—of viclence (Destructiveness), cunaing
(Secretiveness), Jove of property {Acquisitiveness), and Con-
structiveness : the defictency of the central crgans of the
forehead—those of talent for observation and comaparison {In-
dividuality and Eventuality, Comparison). The lateral view
shews the enormous Love of Notoriety (vanity}, and—the
domestic group, Philoprogenitiveness, or love of offspring,
Friendship, and probably an ovgan of Marrviage,t—and the
moderate development of the forehead. The back view ex-
hibits the great breadtl above the cars and the great size of
Combativeness,

Thus the brain of Haydon, like every other when consi-
dered with full knowledge of cerebral physiology, confirms in
the most ample maoner the discoveries of Gall. What ecan
scoffers at the true physiclogy of the brain reply? The his.
tory of Haydow’s Ife is uot made for the oceasico : nor has
the cast been got up for the oceasion. They are both inde-
pendent of us: and so were those of Rush, the Mannings,
and all the others presented in The Zoist to the publie. 1
have no hesitation to declare that every person who rejects
Gall’s physiclogy of the brain is totally 1gnoranot of it, and
incompetent to give an opinion, Those who reject it, after
having formerly received it and wupheld it, prove that they
had accepted i1t upon no good grounds, hut from mere feeling
-—imitation—credulity, and neglect of careful sindy of nature
herself: and that their present is as worthless as their former
opinion—that they are not sound and hardworking men—but

* I have placed the original cast in the DMesmeric Institute of Londou
{36, Weymouth Street, Portland Place). Casci, the Italian, who took it for me,
furnished cthers at Lis house, No. 3, Harford Place, Drury Lane.

+ Frow sny own observation, 1 fancy, with Gall, that there are such a faculty
and organ, ond that they Ye close to ihe love of offspring.
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are led by feeling more than intellect, For phrenology is to
a great extent a matter of fact, uot of opinien; a science;
but, like every other science, is still limited aud imperfect.

Forty years have now elapsed since 1 first hegan to study /
phrenclogy, and not by books only but also by observation;
and I have not passed a day without bestowing upon it some
reflection and observation. The subject to which I have de-
voted all my adult life is the nature and treatment of diseases.
Vhatever else I have studied, snatomy, physiclogy—both at
large and of the Lrain inclusively—chemistry, &c., &c., has
been in subservience to the practice of medicine: and there-
fore in none but it have T attempted original observation
and investigation. No person can be properly acquainted
with the discases of the nervous system wha is not a phreno-
logist: and I have not seen any reason to change the con-
clusions to which 1 came almost forty years ago respecting
the fouetions of varicus parts of the brain. 1 wrote in its
favour in 1817, in the Arnels of Medicine and Suryery—now
a very scarce book, in my notes to every one of the five edi-
tions of my translation of Blumenbach’s Physiology® in all
my lectures, and in The Zoist from the very first number
through the eleven years of its course. At this very moment
I declare my conviction to be the same as ever—to be s
strong as my conviction of anything which I know in astro-
nomy, chemistry, or any other science, and to be fortified
by the additional experience of every day which has passed.
The reason of this is that I have admitted nothing which
examination into mnature did not satisfy me to be frue, I
read all that Spurzheim and other phrenologists advanced on
discoveries nnknown to Gall; but I never concluded that
these were true because they were advanced. T soon saw the
differcuce between (fall’s statements and those of Dr. Sparz-
heim and others. Three and tweuty years ago—

I sent to Mr. Combe, for the Phrenological Journai, a paper
read by me to the Phrepological Society of Londor, with a Gitle to
this effect, und bearing my name. In it I crsually expressed my
regret that Dr. 8. had not followed Gall's plan of detailing the origin
and progress of each of his discoveries of orgauns aod of laying a
body of individual instances in proof to his readers, hut merely
made an assertion; so that one was inclined to think that be had
reasoned himself into the belief of faculties, and then considered
where their organs were most likely to lie; not having first met with

* Each edition contained Jess and less by Blumenbach and mere snd more
by myself, and the last contained so little by Blumenbach that 1 felt justified in
calliog the book by my own name. The first edition appeared in 1815,
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the faets and extended his observations in consequence. Mr. Combe
thought proper to strike this ont of the paper without communica-
tion with me.”—See my Human Physiology, p. 1162.

The dishonesty struck me as disgraceful—so wroug in
itself, so injurious to the cause of truth, that I ceased from
that moment to contribute to the Journal or to bold any
intercourse with Mr. Combe* I saw that he was not a
lover of truth but of party. No party on any suhject have
I ever helonged to in my life. I now boldly declare what I
declared several years ago—that phrenology would have now
been in a far better condition had neither Dr. Spurzheim nor
Mr., Combe, nor any other of the Edinburgh party, written a
word abent it,+ They caused a rapid increase of the number
of plrenologists: but of superficial and unsound phrenolo-
gists. They have damaged phrenology from the day they
each first wrote. They bave not followed the example of the
great fonnder of the science, whose labour to discover truth
was immense, but have imagined, invenmted, and argued,
but neglected careful observation of nature. Mr. Combe and
Lis allies adopted what Dr. Spurzheim asserted, beglected
Gall’s writings, and to this wilful ignorance added cruel in-
justice to Gall. A great number of persons attended to
plrenology, and saw sufficient truth to make them converts,
They generally adwmitted all they read in the writings of Dr.
Spuarzheim, My, Combe, and their allies who supported the
Phrenological Journal; making no distinction between what
Gall nsserted and what these very inferior men asserted ; and
not oue in 2 thousand ever read the writings of Gall himself.
They received all at once, in faith, indiseriminately, and would
have equally admitted a few dozen more orgons had these also
been thrown in, regarding all as of course equally well founded

¥ 4 When [ complained, his npology was that the Editor was answereble for
everything in the Jownal, and that differences among phrenologists were inju-~
rions; and that posterity would settle the respective merits of G2 snd Dr. 8.
I replied, 1, Thut the papev professed to be a certaio paper read at a cerizin
place. If it was mulilated, it was not what it professed to be. 2. That, as it
bore my uome, the Editor was nat responsible for its sentiments, a¢ in the case
of anonymous reviews in which everything i3 considered as the Editor's, 3.
That whon a phrenologist is wrong, the sconer his error i3 corrected the hetter :
the more ervor sprends, the grestor will be the difficalty when the time arrives,
as it always must, for ity correction: so as to Gall and Dr, 8., if the present
generation of their coterporaries allow injustice to prevail, posterity will have a
fine aygument in our silance that all was right and Dr. 8. whet be pretended to
be'— Hhonan Physiology, p. 1162,

+ In 1843 1 wrote, '*1 have a firm conviction that, if Gall's 8va. work bad
been translated, and noeither Dr. 8. nor Mr. Combe had published their works,
phrenology would by this time have been fur better appreciated and understoed,
and would many years ago have been received as extensively as it e at present.”
~Human Physioingy, p. 1161.
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on observation. Mr. Combe and his allies powerfully aided
this hy always mentioning in print and in public spesches
that the two founders of phrenology were (all and Spurz-
heim : while they knew that Gall was the sole founder; and
if they did not kuow 1t, exhibited a most deplorable and dis-
creditable ignovance.®  All this T have urged for many years:
and it may be seen in print in those parts of the fifth edition
of my Physiclogy that were printed in 18337 and 1843, pp.
376—3809, 1147—1162, which portions, I trast, will set the
world right upon these points for ever, awd shew how
thoroughly dishonest and uvusatisfactory was Dr. Spurzheim,
and how ignorant, dishonest, and unsatisfactory have been
Mr. Combe and his allies.

I feel acutely and write strongly upon this matter, because
phrenology has been pot bacl thirty years by the Edinburgh
phrenologsts. They spread phrenclogy greatly, and at p.
403 1 gave them great praise. They saw phrenclogy was
true, and then boldly admitted it, and Spurzbeim and Combe
gained money in abundance by their writings. Duat, throngh
the kind of converts whom they made, the race of phrenologists
1n Great Britain have been led into groundless opinions, and,
as this is now growing evident, phrenology is being cast off
by those who learnt it from Dr, Spurzheim and the Edin-
burgh school. I asserted in 1837 that, if Gall's works had
heen translated, and not a syllable written by Dr. Spurzheiwm,
Mr. Combe, or the other Scotch phrenologists, phrenology
would have been more rapidly advanced. I will add that
it would have been admitted on solid grounds and now per-

* Mr. Combe, in the preface to his work entitled Functions of the Cerebellum,
p. axiv, coolly says * Drs, Gall and Spurgheim have the merit of having first
taught the trae anatomy and physiology of the lrain.” Now all the world know
thut Gall had promulgsted bis discoverier many years before Dv. Spurzheim
waos at all agquainted with one. Dr. Spurzheimn was twenty years his junior,
end learnt phrenclogy Dby atiending Gall's lectores. In 1837 I wsote, 1 am
not acquainted with six persons whose natice tongue is Bnglish, even smong
writers and lecturers an plrenology, who have not lesrned phrenology second-
band from Dr. 8., or third-bhand from Mr, Combe’s wrilings, since these nre
in Eoglish, and comparatively sbort, while Gall's are iz French, and of great
extent, That the injustice done to Gall is such as to demand the pains I
have taken, is proved by the costom amoog phrenciogical writers in the English
language of speaking of the system of Gall and Spurzheim, of the founders
of phrenology (for instance, Edinburgh Phrenological Journal, No. iv., p. 628 ;
No. v., pp. 98. 110; No. vi., p. 185), and the habit of such writers of
quoting from Dr. 5.’s works passages which were written by Gall and ore taken
from his works {Mr, Combe, Phrerclogy, p. 100, also p. 3, b, and 44). Nay,
many of Dr. 8.'s friends need always to declare that Gall had not given the phi-
losupby of phrenclogy, but merely collected facts. At a public dinner given to
Dr. 5., Mr. Combe intentionally disparaged Gsll by declaring that Dr. Spure-
heim had infused philasopby and system into the facts hrought ta light by obser-
vation, ZEdinburgh Phrenclogical Journal, vol. v."'— Human Pﬁy&fgo!ogy, p- 387,

F
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manently established in this country, instead of being with
most persons little more than an opinion or belief. I have
never contended for the truth of all the orgaus discovered
even by Gall. T am satisfied of the truth of a sufficient
number to establish plrenology as a science.* The truth of
those alleged to be discovered by Dr. Spurzheim and others
has yet to be established, This I have invariably said: and
it delights me to find that Mr. Straton, who is perhaps the
best phrenclogist living, and has most laboriously made thou-
sands of original examinations, and examined more heads
than even Gall himself, and has the talent, the truthfulness,
and love of pure sciemce that with industry render a man a
real philosopher, is of the same opinion,

“1 must also avow iy conviction that much of what has beea
dooe by others than Gall must be done anew, and with far more
definite and positive evidence in view than has yet been collected.
When the followers of that great man learn from his example to
apprecinte precision, and to enjoy the certaiuty, the calm satisfaction,
which scrupulous acenracy in collecting, recording, and investigating
evidence can alome give in this, as in cvery other deperitment of
science, they will first be amazed at the flimsy foundation of some
parts of their faith, and then admire the unceasing toil with which
Gall collected and sifted evidence, and the eaution with which he
drew econclusions from what would to many seem superfluous evi-
depee,” —S8upra, p. 45,

* “(Gall does not pretend to bave discovered the ultimate nature of all the
fundamental faculties which he hise pointed cut. ' 1 preferred,’ says hs, * leaving
something for those who come after me to de, Tather than give them an oppor-
tunity o digprove what I had prematurely sdvanced.' (Fonecfions du Cerveas, t. v,
p. 243.) Neither does he pretend to have enumeratad all the fundamental facalties of
the mind. * Probably,’ says he, * those who fellow me in the career which I Lave
opened, will discover spme fundamental forces and some organs which have
eseaped my researches.’ ' (& v., p. 406.)

# Constant strength of certain parts of the mind is accompanied by strong
development of certain parts of the brain, and, nonsequently, of the skull,
except in disease and old age; and deficient development of certain parts of the
brain, and, consequently, of the skull, accompanied by deficient strength of cer-
tain parts of the mind." ¢ Inquirers, however, must not expect always to find
the converse of the staternent verified,—to find strength of development always
attended by strength of certain parts of the mind ; nor deficiency of the mani-
fostations of certain parts of the mind always attended by deficient development.
Becagse the development of the head may arise from other causes thas brain, or
the quality of the brain msy oot Le heaithy ; and, on the other band, deficiency
of tbe manifestationg of a part of the mind may arise from mere want of exeite-
ment, or from disease, The hend may be large, generally or locally, from fluid,
morbid growth af bone, Re.; or the brsin, though the cause of the size, way be
of bod quatity from original fault of strneture, from gubsequent disease, or from
old nge. But the existence of disease is generally known, and old age must be
evident. Again, defective manifestation of a part of the mind from mere want
of excitewient rarely occurs except in regard to the intellectual powers ; for ex-
ternal circumstances almost alwass exist around sufficient for the play of the
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It will be observed that every organ oo which I rest the
proof of phrenology in Haydon’s head is one of those dis.
covered by Gall. The same is the case with those spoken
of by Mr, Straton, with the exception of Order, and the
existence of such a faculty Gall had always thouzht probable,
Mr, Straton, in a letter to me of March 4, this year, writes,

“ All whieh Gall did is admirably done so far as it goes, and
he did & most extraordinary quantity of labour for one man, shew-
ing an example of industry, caution, eare, and honesty, which is
yet without a parallel in any of his successors. That he approxi-
mated the locality and the function of at enst twenty of the cerebral
orgaus, seems te me certain; but that considerable modifieations as
to the boundaries snd ceatres, considerable additions of organs and
subdivisions, and clearer definition of the functions, have still to be
made, appears equally certain.”

¢ In Spurzheim’s doings among the organs T have no confidence
whatever. It may be that 1 do him iojustice iu this particular.
Mr. Combe repeatedly stated to me that Spurzheim introduced
changes in the mapping when in America, so extensive that he
{Mr. C.} could never understand them. e states the same senti-
ment at the close of a paper in an early volume of the Phrenological
Journal,

*This “unkindest cut of all’ from nn ardent admirer was fatal
to coufidence on my part, and his notions about estimating the size
of the organs goes far to stamp bim in wy mind as a reckless theo-
rizer. He tells us that 2e first drew attention to the breadil of the
organs which Gall had neglected, and Mr, Combe insists upon that
at great length, as well as the projection beyond points, lines, plains,
&e. These particulars lay directly in my way: I was compelled to
examine them, and must pronounce them puerde absurdities, refuted
by the wost marked cases in our eollections, I am however dis-
posed fo think well of Spurzbeim as & cerebral anatomist; but as to
the organs, I think much mere of Vimoat of Paris thao any other,
excepting Gall.  Vimont, you are aware, extends the list to 42, wot

feelings, Thus, althouph any phrennlogist mey always withont lear assert posi-
tively of the kead from constzot positiee exbibitions of the mind, and always
fearlessly assert negatively of tha mind from negutive uxhibitions of the head;
he would not nssert respecting the mind from positive exbibitions of the head,
nor respecting the liead from negative exhibitiona of the mind, without certain
provisions, viz., that the size of the head depends upan heaithy brain, and the
deficiency of mind arises from no wagt of excitement, or from disease. Yet, in
the far grester number of instunces, the development of the head agrees with the
mind, In the greater suclier of those in which it does wob, the probubility of
the want of agreement is evident; and in the rest, the phrenclogist canaot be
wrong, because be will never ssort from positive development of the hend, aor
from negative manifestation of the nind. Even in unsoundoess of miad, the
character generally agrees with the development; the parts of tbe mind that way
remain sonnd, geveraly manifest themselves according to the development of the
head ; and thoge facnities which are diseasatl, are usually excited in proportion to
the development of the corresponding parts of the head." —Huwman Physiology,
pe. 373, 374,
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including 4 or 5 said by others to exist. I am willing to admit the
whole 47 or 48 as probable, but very few of them as finally settled
1n position, boundary, and function.”

It is gratifying to find that what I expressed so many
years ago to the astonishment and in the face of the Spurz-
heimite phrenologists is now corroborated by the man who is
perhaps the most qualificd to deliver an opinion.

*SBuch was Gall's philosophy that he told me that, although
Dr. 8.s conduct had been such as to determine him pever to see
Dir. 8, again, he was far more vexed at the speculative turn shich
Dr. 8, gave to phrenology,—more vexed that, while he himself had
adbered closely to observation, Dr. B. had introdoced eonjecture and
inference fram too few observations. Gall lamented to me this tum
in the Edinburgh phrenologists ; aud so, strange to say, did Dr. 8,
—Human Physioloyy, p. 338.%

Much as I rejoice in the opportunity of giving confirma-
tion to Gall’s philosophy by another head of a character whom
no one will dispute, I should not have laid Haydon’s head
before the pablic had not a full exposure of the poor man
been made to the public by the lamentable publication of his
autobiography. When I took the cast 1 longed to lay it
before the publie, but refrained from delicaey to the deceased
and to his family for whom I deeply felt. But now that his
character is laid open te the world and I can mention nothing
which is not already universally known, and give no opinion
which is not alveady in print, I do not hesitate to discuss his
developmeut for the sake of phirenology. To do thisisin
fact a linduess to his memory, TFor it will prove to all that
he was the “man Haydon” by inevitable laws of nature—
that, as he did not make himself, nor a particle of his orga-
nization, so all his thoughts and actions resulted from the

* Some of those who profess adhering to posidive philosophy ofien commit
the same injuricns errer. 1 recollect that the lste well-kvown Mr. Taylor of
Norwich, whe Lkoew nothing of phrenolegy, told we that Gall had misplaced the
organ of Music; and that its sent was behind the ear. He roukd give me no
proof.  All science Is positive philosephy. If philosophy is oot posifive, it is
not science, not the koowledge of nstore, but specalation on nature, and, if not
ratber proballe, is dreaming and may be absolute wildness. A friend writes
to me:—* In the little volume just poblished by Lewes, giviug a teanslation or
epitome of Compte’s recent labours, there is a rhapter on cershral physiclogy. in
which Compte acknowledges that be is indebted to Gall for the first hints and
even the general outline of what is there piven. But be turns round and accuses
Gall of baving misplaced a number (T forget how many) of the serebral organs.
This conclusicn Compte reaches fiow dhearelical considerations : Constrictive.
ness, for example, should have been rear Adhesiveness instead of being for-
ward in the anterier lobe. He seems to bold that Gail was at liberty 1o place
the organs where he pleased, iostead of looking where nature ad placed thew.
If this is not a degree of ignotance of the first principles of positive science
that would disgrace a first-form schootboy, judge ye,”'
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brain which he was and the position in which he was placed
~—resalted as inevitably as a tune does from a haad-organ—
accordingly as this is constructed and circumstanced after it
is constructed. Iad his head resembled those of Oberlin
and Jezomin,* he would not have acted as he did. We
shall perceive it our duty to pify him, and confess that
with his organization and circumstances we should bave
thought and dope all that he thought and did, and thus
* pour conteropt on all our pride”” © Father forgive them,
for they know nof what they do’  As to willing as we clioose,
that is, willing without a cause, that is impossible. Every
thing, and the act of willing therefore like everything else,
munst have a ecause which effects the willing by absolute ne-
cessity, When the organization and composition are bad,
and when ordinary external cireumstances do ot produce
proper and virtuous willing, even with good advice and train.
ing, we are obliged to give additional motives to the will by
suitable conduct towards the erring individual and by what
is called punishment; that is, we must give stronger conse-
quences to their conduct than might naturally enswe. Every
body should be spoken and written of, and treated while
alive and when dead, exactly according to his deeds. Were
this not done, the bad would be ten thousand times worse,
and the good be aflicted and discouraged, As a davgerous
or loathsome brute avimal or vegetable must be guarded
against and kept in its place, so must bad buman beings, whe
arc to be viewed as bad articles, though to be pitied for being
so constituted. Thus the bad will be improved, and their
neighbours protected ; and thousands, who would be bad, be
prevented {rom so turning out. By viewing conduet as the in-
evitable offect of certain causes, we shall learn to forgive our
most bitter enemies, to feel pity towards them, and to be anxi-
ous to reform them ; though we may also feelit right to avoid
them, restrain them, and hold up their conduct to condem-
nation. This is the use of examining organizations and
surrounding circumstances : this leads o true religion, what-
ever be the creed, and {o a horror of malevolence.t

The good we should admire and love, and yet not regard
them as reslly meritorious and real objects of applause,
but as beings who ought to be thankful, who are, in reli-
gious langnage, debtors to grace. 8o in regard to ourselves,
if we are stupid or wicked, we ought to despise ourselves as
bad articles; and if we are clever, handsome, or virtuous, we
ought to take no praise whatever, but be thankful and humble.

* See the engravings in Ne. II.
T See what a lady end I say oo free.will, No. XIL, p. 416,
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A person vain of birth, rank (however high), beaunty, tale_nf:,'
learning or riches acquired even by industry (for the spirit
of industry is a gift}), or virtue, is so far a weak fool.

In Haydon there was unfortunate composition as well
as bad development. He was very florid, and subject to irre-
gular gout, and his whole frame was very excitable, and his
brain therefore so in common with every other part, All this
he inereased by drinking quantities of bot port-wine negus
(and it was strongly sugared) ; and he really drank bard and
was once intoxicated just befare his death. An houest man
in liis straitened circumstances wonld not have spent a far-
thing in aleoholic drinks. Stimulants were poison to him,
Even flesh food was improper for such a man, Had he been
2 striet water-drinker, he would have becn less passionate
and impetuous, less unhappy, and possibly been still alive.
With his dowestic affeetion he wonld, notwithstanding his
innate excitability, not have played the tyrant so much over
his wife and children, as he continually did, as well as over
his servants.

The skull and the covering or membrane of the brain
called dura maler were thick and dense, the membrane be-
come like velluwn and grown very firmly to the skull—all
which appearances are common after chronje insanity and
chronie vasenlar excitement of the brain. The membrane
ealled aracbnoid from its delicacy had become opake upon
the apper surface of the brain, and fluid had collected heneath
it, and there were innnmerable bloody dots thronghout the
substance of the brain——all which three appearances are
noticed after both chronic and recent vascular excitement of
the brain. His excitement had greatly increased latterly
and his head had ached much. The arteries also of the brain
bore the marks of long-standing disease. The large artery
called basilar from lying at the base of the brain was fo a great
extent partly ossified, partly in the state called atheromatous.

Thus the innate morbid excitability of his head had gra-
dually increased as life proceeded till at length the stroctures
became diseased.

We found a gun-shot wonnd in the sealp at the lower and
outer side of the right orzan of the Love of Notoriety or
Approbation,—of Vanity: and a pistol-ball bad lain twe or
three inches from it under the scalp : a finc circular fracture of
the external layer of the bome, with a little groove aear it,
from the bone being chipped, containing lead to about one.
third of its length: and below this a much larger fraciure of
the inner layer of the hone, and the latter fractured portion
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was driven down upon the brain and ragged, having wounded
an artery and thus given rise to a clot of blood. We found
also a gash in the neck on each side, beginning very shallow
and far back; and the right gash beginning in two places,
shewing that he had no seoner begun to cut than he shifted
and lowered the razor and began again, for he had begun so
high that the razor must have gone agaiost the skull-boune;
the secend, the cowmpleted, cut on his right side was deeper
at its origin than the corresponding part of the gash on the
left side: the gash on each side grew deeper as it advanced
forwards and downwards, wounding the external jugular vein,
hut wot the internal jugular vein uor the carotid artery, and
became again so shallow as fo expose, bat not wound, the
windpipe, He cut so high as to have little chance of wounding
the carotid artery, his study of anatomy availing him no
more than it had done in his drawing. The right gash ex-
tended further forwards than the left, and became very
shallow at its termination, wounding merely the skin. Of
course ke first fired the pistol, and, when it had failed to
destroy him, cot his throat. There was a pool of bloed at
the door, another at the easel, and blood all along the floor
between thera. Whether he made the first gash at the easel,
and, having gone from some cause to the deor, returned to
the easel and made the second ; or whether he made the first
gash, or evea the second, at the door, or only the second at
the easel, he managed to die at the easel before his unfinished
picture, and thus give effect to the scene: and the second
must Liave been that on the left side and made with the right
hand, for in this hand a razor was found very tightly grasped—
so tightly that the fingers continved rigidly bent after the
razor had been forcibly drawn from them before the body was
put into the coffin.*

Hagdon was unquestionably of unsound mind: insane in
common language, but not insane in legal language, for no
one could ever have had the right of confining or restraining
lim by force. Thonsands who ronm at large belong to his
vlass, nflicting howrly misery upon their innocent wives and

* The account published in the third volume of Mr. Tom Taylor’s book,
professing to Lave been received from Me, Beyant and mysell, was drown op by
that pentleman from shorl: badly written and uuconnccted notes, oifered with the
most friendly feeling to Mr. T. Taylor, and i so inaccurate that Mr, Bryant and
myself are not answerablafor it. A proof was sent to Mr, Bryant and one to myself
with a notice that it was to be corrected instantly while the boy waited, as thoogh
it was sure to find us disengaged and required no reflection: and afterwards I
fonnd that much was added which was oot in my proof.  Why the whole was
hurried so strungely I caonot say. | gave no opinion as to the effcct of Hay-
don's singular nse of apectacles, as 1 sm soid to bave done.
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children, and tormenting their more distant relatives and
friends, and perhaps injuring their own means, They may
have no delusion, or monomania of intellect, (though Haydon
had the delusion of vanity,) but couduct themselves in an
absard and perhaps distressing manner. Should their con-
duet lead to mo acts criminally injurious to themseives or
others, we cannot restrain them; but, if 16 does lead to such
acts, we ara allowed to restrain them, If they are inacces-
sible to the motives which ordinarily influence mankind, we
regard them as irvesistibly impelled, and thus morally mad,
and we so treat them: but, if this cannot be proved, they,
having no delusion, are not considered mad but culpable.
This inaccessibility to ordinary motives requires decided facts
for its proof: and, where thera is no delusion, it is sometimes
doubtful. We may call them mad as soon as they have killed
themselves, and are censured if we call them mad while they
are alive,

V. Mesmeric Cases. By Dr. Espaine. Communicated through
Dr. Elliotson.

* O the 7th T left town by express train te visit Mrs. Gwaotking at Flymouth,”
‘* the last velic left us of the Jobnsenian-Burkeian period. She is in her cighty-
ninth year,"  niece to Sir Joshua Reyuolds.” ' She said she came to Sir
Jashua quite n littie girl, and at the first grand party Dr. Jobnson stayed, as he
always did, after zll were gono: and thet she being afraid of hurting her new
frock, went up stairs and put on another, and came down to sit with Dr. I, and
Sir Joshaa, Jchnson thundered out at her, geolded her for her disrespect to him,
in supposing he was not as worthy of her Lest frock as fine folks. He sent her
crying to hed, and toek a dislike to her ever after.’’

The old lady told him another anecdote of this coarse and self-sufficient man.
# 8he had a goldfinch which she bad left at homs, Her brother and sister
dropped water upon it from a great height for fun. The bird died from fright
and turped black. She {old Goldsmith, who was weiting his dnimaied Nefure,
Goldamith begged her to get the facts and he would allude to it.  * Sir,” rosred
out Johnsen, *if yoo do, you'll ruin yourself . for depend upon it #f's a fie" "

4 She said that after Sir Joseph Banks and Dir. Sulander came from thejr
voyage, at & grand dinner at Sir Joshea's, Dr. Solander was relating that in
Iceland bhe bad secn a fowl boiled in a few minutes in the Lot springs.  Johnsen
broke up the whole party by roaring out, ' Sir, noless I sew it with my own eyes
1 wonid not believe it.” Nobody spoke alter, and Banks snil Solander rose and
left the dining room.”’—My, ¥om Taylor's Life of Hobert Hoyden, vol, iil,,
p- 313,

My dear Dr. Elliotson,—I propose to give you some cases
in this letter illustrative of the curative effects of mesrerism
in various complaints, in which medicine had been found
useless, or held out ne prospeet of being of service. The
practical mesmerist will find nothing new in my report, but
it will help to shew what mesmerism eqon and eannot do.

You may remember that some time ago I consulted you
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about my wife’s health which had been constantly declining for
more than a year. She suffered from intense periodie head-
aches, indigestion, pain ie the sacrum, and complete prostration
of strength; symptomws which medicine could not even relieve.
T thereforc called in a professional mesmeriser, and had her
regularly mesmerised for three mouths, but with very little
benefit for 8 Jong time,  She only felt comforted, and missed
the process when it was omitted. At last, her digestion
began to improve, and she is now better than she has heen
for several years. As her sufferings arose from a nearly
exhausted state of the nervous system, the consequence of a
leng residence in India, no rapid improvement could be
reasouably expected from any curative measures whatever,
and her improvement was sa gradual that T eannot be confi-
dent of this not being a pos! hoc mesmeric cure, My wife’s
own impression is, that mesmerism husbanded her strength
hetter than anything else conld have done till time brought
her relief: nnd I agree with her, But, that the following
cases in my own family were genuwine mesmerie cures in which
no other agency was concerned, I feel quite confident. The
patients were my sister-in-law and miece, whose nervous
systems were only greatly disordered, but not exhauvsted,
like my wife’s, and their cases shew the rapid renovating
power of mesmerism when the nervons system is eapable of
sudden reaction. My brother’s wife had heen suffering for
raore thau & year from great nervous debility and irritability,
accompanied with hysterta, great and constant pain in the
neck and sacrum, sleeplessness, and fainting fits. T con-
sidered her state to be the result of rapid child-bearing and
suckling, which had extraordinarily exbaasted her brain and
spinal marrow, and therefore very likely to be bhenefited by
mesmerism.  Dnt, koowing her to have a secret dread and
fear of mesmerism, 1 did not propose it to her, but trusted
to being able to restore her health by the usual orthodox
treattnent. She was thereforc put upon a tonic course of
mediciue and diet, with the oceasional nse of anti-spazsmodics,
for six months, and with considerable benefit at first; but
this soon ceased, and she fell into a most distressing and
alarming state, which medicine, as known to me, could not
even allevinte, far less cure. 8he lost all appetite, ber nights
were sleepless, her head turned when she sat up 1u bed, and
even turuing in bed brought on violent palpitations. She
could not look steadily at any ohject for a few moments with-
out becoming giddy, and she was hanoted with panic fears
and & constant feeling of impending death, &c. In short,
she appeared to be on the verge of fulling into phrenzy or
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brain fever, and I should like to know what were or are the
resources of medicine in a case like this. Opium? Her
uncle, a medical man of long experience, dared not give it
her. It roight paralyse the brain, but could never healthaly
subdue such a state of cerebral excitement. Antiphlogistic
treatment ? Bleeding, blistering, purging, or leeching, would
have driven her permanently out of her semses, I felt con-
vineed. Will our brethren of the *ancien regime” kindly
inform me what I shonld have done? I confess that I should
have heen at my wit’s end, but for mesmerism.

Things bad become too serious now for the farther indul-
genee of mere fancies, and mesmerism as her last resource
was recommended, and reluctantly subwmitted to. As she
could not sit up or look at her mesmeriser without turning
giddy, aud the light was intoleralle, she was mesmerised
lying in bed, with eyes closed, and in a darkened room. She
was soothed without geing to sleep the first day. On the
second day, she was entranced in a few minutes, slept well
all night afterwards, and awoke feeling quite well. Her ap-
petite and natural sleep returned from this date, and on the
third day she walked ta the top of 2 hill 500 feet high bebind
roy house. The difficulty was to get her to believe that she
could not be so soon cured of so long and severe a disease,
and that it was therefore necessary to continue the treatment
for a length of time. This her husband did, and she is now
very well.

My nicce, who was still weak from a late attack of mea-
sles, overexerted herself in attending upon my sister-in-law,
Bhe felt quite prostrated, and suffered from acute pain in the
neck, apd at the bottom of the spine, One of her legs
became numb and nearly insensible, and she could not move
withont help. Mesmerism was preseribed for her also, She
was easily put to sleep on the first trial, and awoke free from
pain, and able to walk down stairs alone. Her natural sleep
aud appetite, which she had lost, returned, and weakness
only remained, which was soon removed by a good appstite.

If any medicine could have done so much for these two
ladies in so short a time, I have not been fortunate enough
to meet with it in twenty years praetice.

Mpr. Craven, the person employed by me to mesmetrise
my relatives, has been prosecuting his art liere with great
success ; and, as this must depend npon the judicious selection
of the cases, I, although no longer practising my profession,
have permitted him to Lring his patients to me for my
opinion regarding their suitableness for exclusive mesmeric
treatmoent.
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The patients in the following cases were considered by
me, rmore or less, proper subjects for mesmeric treatment,
and the results are described by themselves :—

“ Mr. Craven,

¢ 12th December, 1853,
“My dear Bir,—I beliave that throughout the whole of your
prictice as a mesmeric operator, you never had a case which com-
bined such a number of complicated and deep-seated disorders as
those under which I have suffered for the last quarter of a centary,
These disorders are, I am afraid, ineurable by any human instru-
mentality : but, notwithstanding, I believe that in no case has the
mesmeric influgnce been more strongly manifested, At the first
opetation, my whole system was most powerfully influenced: at the
second, my right leg, which had been so sompletely paralysed for
twenty years that I dragged it along like a dead weight, and could
not move my toes, experiencing & strange, thrilling sensation through
every part.  After the third operation I was able to wmove my toes,
and every subsequent day I received an increase of power, until
after the ninth time, when all the musecular action was partially
restored.  For twenty-four years I had never been able to nise from
a chair without layiug held of some object, or pressiug my hands on
the seat; but now I could rise up with ease from a low footstool,
jump from the ground, and even hop a litile on my lame teg. Itis
true that my many deep-seated disorders prevent me from resping
the benefit I otherwise might have had from the restored muscular
action, but nevertheless 1t remains a fact, and thus demonstrates
the power of mesmerism as a cuwrative agent. I can can also bear
testimony to its soothing influences; for often have I been labouring
under intense suffering at the beginning of an operation, and yet at
its close I have risen free from all pain and uneasiness. Indeed, I
am always soothed by it. I know, from long and paiaful experience,
that F can get no medicine to relieve my sufferings so completely as is
done by the mesmeric passes. [ still continee to receive it daily:
and, having reaped so much benefit from it myseif, I feel it due to

others to bear my humblc testimony in its favour,
* Yours truly, .

£

-

* Mr. Craven.
“ Perth, 31st Augast, 1853,
* Dear Sir,—1 am happy to say I feel much bensfited by your
mesmeri¢ operstions, Previous to my applying te you, I had for
several years slept very little; indeed, many a night had no sleep at
all; had a continual poise in my bead, and a throbbing sensation,
and an unpleasant nervous feeling afl over my system. After several
mesmerisations, and frequent dranghts of mesmerised water, I have
slept well: the throbbing has quite gone, and the nervous feeling
much abated. My health is very much improved since being under
your treatment, Feeling grateful to you for these pleasant changes,
¥ am, dear Sir, yours respectfully,

i
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“Mr. Craven,
November [4th, 1843,

¢ Dear Sir,—As so [ittle is yet known of mesmerism as a cura-
tive power, it seems desirable that all who have derived benefit from
it should bear testimony to its effieacy. I, for one, am happy to
add my testimony in its favour. For the last ten or Lwelve years 1
have suffered greatly from indigestion, sccompanied, as it often is,
with alternations of feverish excitement, distressing lassitude, and a
whole host of nervous feelings, which defied all my cfforts to over-
eome. [ tried all the well-known remedies, but the relief afforded
was only temporary. Through the influence of kind friends, T was
persuaded to go to Perth and try mesmerism, My faith was quickly
strengthened, for 1 sbon began te experience decided relief : a more
henlthy tone was given to the digestive powers, and an increase of
life and vigour infused into the whole system. I had to leave Perth
by the end of the second week—much teo short a time for a case
like mine—yet I still continne to feel decidedly better, and feel
grateful to you as my mesmerist, for the lLenefit I received. I sin-
cerely hope that you may be made the instrument, under a higher
power, of greatly alieviating the sufferings of your fellow-men,

“1 am, dear 8ir, yours very traly,
(3]

1

“ Mr. Craven.
¢¢ |5t Qctober, 1853.
* Denr Sir,—I think it right to state the result of your atten-
dance on me.  For nearly twe yeurs I suffered greatly from indiges-
tion, loss of appetite, slecpless nights, palpitation of the heart,
and general weaknoess, particularly of the bnck and limbs, and
extreme languor. All the while I employed the best medical advice,
without experiencing any benefit, I placed myself under yoor
charge, having for a week previously discontinued the use of wine
and medicine, that mesmerisin might have a fair trial, During the
first three weeks of August, yon visited me every day, and, although
I was not very susceptible to the mesmerie influence, T gradually got
botter inder it. Appetite returned, the palpitation ceased. I now
sleep soundly, aud am in excellent health and spirits, and feel grate-
ful to you, as the means, under God, of restoring me to health.

“1 am, 8ir, yours truly,

*

“ Mr. Craven.
¢ Perth, 10th Deecember, 1853,
“ My dear 8ir,—I think it my duiy to bear testimony to the
curntive powers of mesmerisma.  About ten or eleven months ago,
I was suddenly laid prosirate by disense. I coosulted some of the
ablest medieal practitioners of the country, without experiencing
much permanent benefit. Haviog heard of some of the cures you
had effected by mesmerism, I felt mnxious to try it, thioking it
would do no harm, if it did no good. When you first visited me,
in September last, I was afraid to walk, for I had no command of
the ground with my left foot, seldom knowing whether it touched
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the ground or not, besides having constant giddiness and Tightness
m my head, often accompanied with great pain; the nape of the
neck was considernbly swollen. The first time you mesmerised me,
the afflicted side was very much influenced, and the pain removed.
I began to improve daily—the swelling in the neck wus reduced—1I
got more commant over the leg, and scon began to walk with confi-
ence—the swimming in the head became less frequent, and my
geveral health improved. If I had pain from flatulence, &e., a few
passes invariably removed it. I bhave now been at my employment
for two months; and though, as inspector of the railway, I have to
walk a number of miles every day, I seldoin feel any inconvenience,
but find myself daily gaining strength. With best thanks for your
exertion in my behalf,
“F am, dear 8ir, yours traly,
“Crantes Hinton.”

A most amusing change has come over the spirit of the
Edinburgh medieal editors. You may remember that about
a year ago they would not adwit a paper of mine on the
Ancesthetic and curative powers of Mesmerizm, although Dr.
Bimpson, cne of the editors, had asked me to write it for the
journal. T printed the rejected article, and dedicated it to
the medical profession, and this elicited such an expression of
fealing from various quarters, that the more liberal editors
soon after felt themselves compelled to print @ long paper by
Mve. Braid on the Curctive powers of Hypasfism. The only
difference in our two articles was in the name; and, if 1 had
known that Mesmerism was such a word of fear to an Bdin-
bnrgh edifor’s ear, I would have changed the title of my
paper to The anasthetic and curative effecis of the Unknown
TPower; being porfectly indifferent to what it was called,
provided they would allow people to be benefited by it, The
publieation of Mr, Braid’s paper gare mortal offence to some
of the wltra obstructive editors, and both partics took to
abusing each other virulently in their own journal. The
quarrel has ended in a disselution of partnership, it scems,
and the assumption of the editorial diguity by the offending
and too liberal (though anti-mesmeric) Dr. Benuett, who
thus delivers himself 1 his last number, when speaking of
the hypuotic and mesmerie phenomena. “It is surely in-
cambent upon medical practitioners to be as conversant with
the subject as the well-informed patients they have to con-
verse with. Above all, it is their duty to relieve pain, and cure
diseasas, and, it it can be shewn that this or that method of
treatment can effect the one and accomplish the other, they
are bound to give it a fair trial” This is just what you have
been preaching for the last twenty-five years, but, thank God !
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we are all of one mind now. “Je suis Frangais,—vous
etes IPrangais,—nous sommes Francais,—embrassons nous,
cher Docteur Bennett
Yours very sincerely,
James EspaiLe.
Fairmount, Perth, Dec. 16th, 1853,

VI. Review of  Human Electricity : the means of its deve-
lopment, illustrated by experiments, By J. O, N. Rutter,
F.RAS” By PriLALETHES

* Je me convainquis, avec aufant de cerbitude que de surprise, gue si quel-
quefois les eavans out moine de prejugés que las autres hommes, iy fiennent, in
repanche, encore plus fortement & ceny qu'ils ont."*—Rovsszau, Confessiony,
vol. ii,, p. 16.

“1t has not been uncomman presampiucusly to depreciate investipations
arbitrarity characterized as * purely theoretie,’ forgetting that in the observation
of a phenomenon, which shall, at first sight, appear isolated, may be concealed
the germ of & great discovery.”'—Hustrolor's Cosmes, vol. 1., p. 36,

Toxr topne and spirit in which this book is written ave ad-
nmirable. There is a perfect abdence of everything that could
offend or generate an angry incredulity. Mr. Butter simply
offers a luctd exposition of his facts, leaving them, if it may
be so said, to tell their owxn tale, and adding himself but few
comments upon them, from the evideat conscionsness that
sooner or later they must make their way with the public.
And yet few men bave been wore unfairly treated than he
has been. His statements have been misrepresented, and
his experiments explained away, by those who have neither
examined nor even seen his instruments and their operations;
and some, who have seen them, have uot allowed themselves
the time for a fitting observation. But this unworthy treat-
ment of himself and this neglect of the proper scientific con-
ditions have not ruffled the philosophic temper of our author,
He refers, indeed, to the argnments which have been em-
ployed against him, but in no disputatious or offended tone;
to the assumptions of his sceptics he replies by fact; to their
theories he opposes fresh phenomena. Whether those pheno-
mena and facts will bear the test of further examination,
time will shew. To some persons, and to no one more than
to the writer of this article, they appear demonstrably esta-

* [ became convinced, with as much certninty as surpsise, that, if sometimes
the learned have fewer prejudices than other men, they, in return, cling with
greater tenacity to those they bave,"



Mr. Rutter's modesty. 81

blished ; to others the proof may yet remain inadequate ; but,
whatever differences of opinion may still obtain as to the
facts themselves, there can bhe no question that the hook in
which they are narrated invites perusal by the information
which it conveys and the pleasant style in which it is put
together.

Mr, Rautter is evidently a master of his subject. His
scicntific knowledge is considerable. This appears, not so
wmuch, indeed, by what he actnally states, ag from that which
he incidentally lets fall from his pen. He has, we can see
plainly enough, passed through a long novitiate of careful
experimental observation ; and his gualifications, thevefore,
for being heard as a witness npou philosophie questions, are
of the lighest order. And yet, as 15 most geperally the case
with the real man of science, nothing can be more marked
than the hamility with which he expresses hiroself. e ealls
himself but a learner,—* a learner,”” he adds, *for ncarly
forty years.”

“This book, he says, “*is not intended for scientific readers.
Tt contains very little whieh is not, or which ought not to be, known
and easily understood, hy those who make any reasonable pretentions
to the stedy of natural philosophy ; especially that interesting, jost
now increasingly interesting, part of experimental investigation in-
cluded under the compreliensive term—evecTricity. Iiis pos-
sible that some few things in the following pages may be the means
of suggesting an occasioval thought, or of giving a different direc-
tion te those which already exist; so that by turning old thoughts
into uew channels, the lines of divergence may be somewhat multi-
plied and perhaps greatly extended: whilst the common centre
remains undisturbed.”

Again, he says:—

“Nothing uew or extraordinary is promised. All that is in-
tentted, or that will be rttempted, is to put together, it is hoped in
a readable form, some curious, isolated, and, to some persons, pro-
bably uoknown, faets relating to a sobjeet whicl is not now for the
first time atiracting attention. . . . The difliculties, be their natare
what it may, are oot of my making. What some consider diffienlt
is to me perfectly easy. Without any faunciful theory of my own tn
estnblish, my chief concern has been to make sure of the facts.
These are plain and intelligible. . great deal move, undoubiedly,
remains to be done ; but I see no necessity for heing in o hurry."—
p- 3.

To a few of our readers, perhaps, Mv. Rutter’s name, and
the envious experiments which have beeun associated with it,
may be but slightly or not at all known. It may, therefore,
he convenient, 1f we offor a bricf resuwnd of cortain facts con-

YOL. X1, G
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nected with the subject. The nature of the present publica-
tion will by that means be better understood.

Tt hns been allsged, for very many years, that, if a gold
ring were suspended by a thread of about 8 inches long, whick
should be held between the thumb aud forefinger of the right
hand, very curious oscillations world result.  In many cases,
if held steadily, the ring, it was said, would begin to oscillate
like a pendulum, and in a direction ta and from the operator.
The experiment was regarded as being rather childish—and
was only introduced mte s drawing room for amusement.
In 1851, however, the subject assumed & more formal_ shape.
In Chammbers’ Edinburgh Jowrnal for March of that year,
there appeared an account of certain experiments which had
been shewn to Dr. Herbert Mayo by Here Caspari. Mr.
Rutter, of Black Rock, Brighton, having had hLis attention
directed towards them, delivered a lecture upon these alleged
facts, calling them * certain electrical phenemena in con-
nesion with human physiology,” and added also several illus-
trations, devised by himself, and which had not occurred to
other operators. He soon became persuaded that the oseil-
lations were not the effect of accident, and that the subject
was not one of mere curiosity. Some great truth lay con-
cealed at the boltom. Accordingly as the operator’s hand
was touched by a man or a woman, so would the ring rotate
in opposite directions. Now what was the canse of this, for
the osciilation appeared to be a real physical phenomenon ?
Suggestion was the answer, or rather uninteutional direction
ou the part of the operator. Mr. Rutter deubted this; and
therefore invented an instrument, to which he gave the name
of Magnetoscope, by which he hoped to reduce the experi-
ment to scientific precision. He considered that these move-
ments, varying as they did in singolar diversity accovding to
the respective conditions, were dependent en what is ana-
logous to magnetic or electric eurrents or influences ; and he
shortly afterwards published a small pamphlet, called Aug-
netoid Currents, lheir forces ond divections, in which he gave
a copious description of his own esperiments, and the plie-
nomena attendant upon them, An observation of the requi-
site conditions, he there said, was most essential. A litle
practice gave great command to the hand.

« A careful operator, with a steady hand, could always perform
the experiments te lis own satisfaction. There is 2 consciousness
that the motions arve fuvoluntary, that is, perfeelly independent of
the hand as reganls their direetions.” (p. 8.} ¢ Other conditions
being the same, each hand of Loth sexes 15 capable of prodocing the
same kird of motions, There is, liowever, a deficiency of power in
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the left Lhand. All persons do not possess the power in an equal
degree; and there are some who appenr fo be entirely without if.
It varies in the same person at different times, and seems to be
closely eonnected with health ; the effects of medicine, of anxiety,
and of fatigue heing easily discernible,” &e. (p. 9.)

In short, great diversity of experiments was mentioned,
which varied with various conditions: and the inevitable con-
clusion from the whole was (supposing those several experi-
ments to be real and to be scientifically established) that
something of a material character (called by certain writers
a mpgoetie aura) did ewanate from the human body, and
did preduce effects analogous to some that resulted from
maguetic or electrie influences.

The sensation produced by this pamphlet and by the ex-
periments at Brighton was great. Cousiderable attention
was paid to them for a tiree, and considerable opposition was
consequently raised up to prevent their reception. We shall
not disgnst our readers with any nparrative of the odions
falschoods and seurrility with which these purely scieuntifie
guestions were assailed. It is sufficient to say that the
seeptics presented their different explanations,  The favourite
hypotbesk was of course that of wental expectation. It was
alleged that the motion of the hand and the unconscious dis-
position of the mind were sufficient to cause the vibrations :
that the apparatus was so arranged that the greatest sensible
effect was produced by the smallest amount of imparted
motion : and that dominant ideas directed the oscillations
under the guidance of the muscles and of the visual sense.

It is, then, to establish the truthfulness of his own expe-
riments, and to give still further information on the subject,
that Mr. Rutter publishes his present worlk,

© Animal electricity in general,”” he says in his Preface, “and
humaa electrieity in particular, are establisbed facts, as easily proved
as that air and food and water are necessary to the sustentation of
life. . . . I believe eleetricity to be opernting within and arcund us,
and exercising a powerful influence over onr capabilities,” “* And
my desive is to give such a conmected view of the varions branches
of electricity, magnetism, and electro-magnetism, as shall enable
tbe veader to understand their velations, and especially to judge eor-
rectly of some of the electricsl phenomena of the human body.”
{Appendis, p. 33.)

The two first chapters contain sundry explanations which
are needful to the general reader, with a description of what
is meant by animal electricity. A good deal of seientific
instruetion is here conveyed in popular and intelligible lan«

02
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gnage, forming a judicious introduction te the demonstra-
tions which follow next.

The third chapter illustrates the fact of the buman body
being electrical. Much curious information is here given,—
but we have only room for a few extracts of obvious interest
to those who study The Zoist and the effects of mesmerism.

“There seems to be something due {in the snecess of an experi-
ment) ¢n constitutional habits aud temperament; so that in one
person electricity is freely elicited, whilst in another, seareely any
evidence of it can be obiained.” (p. 34.) .

“ Bqually interesting will be the ezamination of the electrical
conditions of different persons and of the sume pevsons at different
tines ; bearing in mind that such experiments should, ns far as
practicable, he always conducted in the same room and under the
same circnmstances.” (p. 306.)

“ There nppear to be differences in the electrieal habits of in-
dividuals, equally great as in their stature, complexion, colour of
eves, hair, and other peculinrities. It has been mentioned that
when ail conrditions are, as nearly as possible, alike, there are some
persons who can produce scarcely any sensible elactrical effects by
the friction of wax or glass.” {p. 42.)

 This (experiment) favours the opinton that the living organism
is a source of electricity; that it is penerated within the body, anil
is therefore a condition essential to healthful action among its several
parts ; its proper development being more closely bound up with our
sensations and emotions, than ever we may have suspected. ... It
must be conelnded that all substances, animate and inanimate, con-
tain eleetricity. Tt is, in the largest sense of the term, an universal
agent, occupying all the space in which we ate immediately inte-
rested.” (p. 46)

The 4th, 5th, and 6th chapters relate to Magnetism, to
Electro-Magnetism, and to Muscular and Nervous Electrienl
Currents. The conmexion between some of these subjects
and human electricity may not at first be very apparent: but
the author shews that, without a correct notion of magvetism
and of electro-magnetism, the most rematkable developments
of electricity by the human body would be unintelligible.
He gives us, therefore, a copions collection of facts and ex-
periments, illustrating the subject, and forming, as it were,
a foundation upon which he builds up his subsequent state-
ments. The nature of our pages will vot allow us to do
more than reccommend the reader to study these chapters
carefnlly.

“ Whaterer,” says Mr. Rutter, “ may be the identities or the
diversities of electricity and magnatism, if they be one in principle
whilst various in their manifestations, we have no difficulty In recog-
nizing proofs of earnest codperation.  Thankful ought we to he that
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we know and are able to do so mueh, Our knowledge or ignorance
has much to do with our weal or woe.”

In chapter vii. we arrive at the deseription of a new, a
most important, aud wost imgenious instrumeat, whieh by
its operations corrohorates the fact, that there does exist a
human electrical current. This instrument is called a Gal-
vanoscope. If we attempted to offer a brief deseription of
the apparatus, our deseription would Dbe unintelligible, and
for a fuller delincation we have really not the space. Let it
be sufficient to say, that, by the hands of the operator being
placed in two basins of water, in which are deposited two
platinum plates conuected by copper wires with a staud upon
which a maguet is supported horizontally, an indey is made
to move. Tt should be sald that the hands of the operator
do not come in contact with the platinum or the wire, but
are simply placed in the same basins with them. The elfects
arc most striking and yet of the simplest character: but ounr
columns can only afford room for a few of the aunthor’s
remarks.

“Here is galranic electricity eliminated by the muscles and
nerves of the living bedy. Call it chemical, or animal or vital elee-
teicity, or by any other name we may choose, and all we do is to
make distinctious where it is very difficalt to detect any differences.
+ .« . But it is not the guantify or force of the carrent in the living
organism which is the chief objeet of our search, We want to
Kuow if there be in the human body any cleciricity, and if so, how
it manifests itself, and whether its properties, so far as our instru-
ments will enable us to examine them, are like or simiar to those
exhibited by the electricity of iuorganie substances. Here is the
proef; for which we have to thack the phenownena of electro-
magnetism,

“The experiment with the galvanoscope, proving the existence
of an electrical enrrent, which munifests itself by the forcible con-
traction of the maseles of the hands and arms, has been repeated a
great number of times by myself and other members of my family,
and in my presence, by more than a hundred and sixty other per-
SGUS, . . . . There is no evidence, in anything I have witvessed, that
the difference iu the force of the current, as shewn by different per-
sons, 1s any test of strength or muscular power. Or the contrary,
it has been found that persovs possessing the greatest amouat of
muscle, both men and women, provided they be in good health,
almost zlways monifest loss electrical power as shewn in this way,
than do others who have weaker bodies, but whe seem to have a
larger share of nervons sensibility. ... From a great number of
observations, oo myself and others, I wm led to believe that a
healthy and vigorous person is unable to develop the electrical eur-
rent as freely and forcibly as another with some aceidental or con-
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stitationa] defect, even when it may not be sufficient to oceasion pain,
or other symptoms of ill health, Quite as much appears to depend
upon the nerves as the muscles. . . . It may be that nerves are more
sensitive conductors in some persons than in others, and in the same
person, according to the state of health, at one time than anotber.
-« +.The galvanoscope is an exceediegly sensitive clectrieal appa-
ratus, Taking into account the guickness with which it can be used,
and the little risk there is of putting it out of order, it is perhaps
morej sensitive than any instrument previously made.” (pp. 123—
131.

We cannot but compliment Mr. Rutter upon the ability
which he has shewn in the construetion and arrangement of
this apparatus, and upon the patience and care which he has
also exhibited in the prosecution of his experiments, The
galvanoscope presents valuable corvoborative testimony in
regard to the truth of sundry physiological facts, and we
have reason to thaok our author for his codperation and
support.

Chapter the Sth contains a description of * Magnetoid
Curreats,” (such as was given more at length in the original
pamphlet by Mr. R.,,) with the addition of some fresh and
vory important facts, These facts include, as it were, a reply
to the objections of the unbeliever. There is also in the
Appendix* an answer to the article in the Quarterly Review
that discussed the snbject in so superficial 3 mode. We
will examine the two together, falling, as they both do, under
one head ; and we shall be curious to see what efficient answer
will be now attempted in reply to Mr. Rutter, It will be
remembered that the objectors contended that the motions
of the pendulum were produced by ¢ pulsation,” by  me-
chanical foree,” by “ expectant attention,” or the “will”” It
had also been said that the immobility of the magnetoscope
was a necessary condition on Mr. Rutter's part, but that
experience had proved that the pendulum could be made to
vibrate. To this Mr. Rutter in the first place replies, that
the—

¢ Immobility of the magaetoscope bad never beeu insisted upon
or cven hinted at by him, as 2 necessary condition; and that he
never attempted to mske it immovesble, because it is impossible to
do so. 'That the pendulum can be moved infentionally in various
directions, no one would ever think of denying. But though this is

* We take this opportunity of obeerving that there is n great deal of useful
and curious matter in the Notes of the Appendix. The student in natural phi-
losophy will find bistorival information, pleasantly given, respecting Galvani,
Gilbert, Volta, Oersted, &c. ; whilst for those who are more advancad in scieuce
there are svme singular extracts from the Phifosgplifeal Transactions, &e.
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said to be so easy, it had never been dene in his presence, by the
most skilful manipulators, without heing instantly detected ; as it
has also Leen by other observers as quickly as by himself.”

But, asks Mr. Rutter, if “definite movements® are so
easily produced, either intentionally or involuntarily, that is,
by expectant attention influencing the muscles, how will the
following guestions be answered? As these questions enter
into the very pith and substance of the argument, we will
place them serialim before the reader for his eareful con-
sideration,*

I. If these movements are so easily made, how is it that
all who try to produce them, do not succeed? It is found in
actual practice that, comparatively, a very small number
ouly are ahle to produce these movements; and that others,
many of whom are particularly anxious to do so, invariably
fail. And, even among those who possess the power, there
are differences in degree. There are differcnees in the same
person at different periods, even of the same day, aund which
seem to be connected with the state of health, with the use
of certain kinds of food, and with the effects of aunxicty or
of fatigue. Iow tlien is this, if the movements be se readily
produced ?

II. How is it that the movements or vibrations of the
pendulum are brought so quickly to a dead stop? Is there a
new law discovered in mechanical foreces by which this is
accomplished ? or is the conducting power of the magneto-
scope arrested, and are the curreants checked? It is found
that, if a piece of tweryt be held iu the left hand of the ope-
rator, the motion of the pendulum will cease. This is a
remarkable phenomenon. When the pendulum has acquired
a certain momentum, either rotatory or oscillatory, if leff fo
dfself, it will oocupy seven or fem minuies in coming to what
wight be considered a state of rest. If a plece of ivory be
placed in the left hand of the operator, the pendulum is
brought to a rest * in from five Lo fwenty seconds” By what
law is this effected ?

ITY. Why does the pendulum move ouly in such a small
number of directions, and, the couditious being the same,
always in the same directions?  Au objector, who attempts to
accomplish this, caunot effeet a movement without being

#* In reply, tog, to an objection ahout the magnetoscope being vonstructed
g0 a5 to prodoce the greatest cffect by the smallest motion, Mr. R. mentions
that other forms of apparatns have bieen wade, in which the results are pre-
cisely the same.

+ A feather, n dead fly, or a bone will equally bring the pendulom to a state
of rest.
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detected : how then is this uniformity of movemeuts ex-
plained? The reader is referred to the eighth chapter, where
a series of experiments, {llustrative of this fact, is given.

IV. Why is Mr. Rutter able (and he has never failed, he
says) to influence the magnetoscope through the havd of an-
other person, and to produce precisely the same resnlis as
when Lis own thumb and finger arc in contact with the in-
strument ?

V. How does a crystal of quartz produce specifie motious
of the pendulum, when the hand of the operalor touches the
erystal only, and not the instrument? This is an Important
question, and refers to a fresh fact. If a erystal, lcld
steadily between the thumb and finger of the right hand of
the operator, be pluced against the brass cap of the magoeto-
scope, certain definite motions of the pendulum will be pro-
duced. How is this explained? The hand of the operator
18 not placed on the hrass cap, so as to securs a particular
movement,—hbut a piece of guartz intervenes, Caun this
piece of quartz obtain a specific vibration,—or is it an auxi-
liary conductor of an electrical current ?

VI. Mr, Rutter asks, in the last place, how is it that
precisely the same motions are produced, when ncither the
crystal nor the hand of the operator are in confuct with the
magnetoscope ? My, R. asserts that the power of a erystal
is further shewn by placing it on a staand, cntirely detaclied
from the table which supports the magnetoscope, and in such
a wmanuer that it shell only be very near lo, but nol in wctual
vorieet with, the brass cap of the instrument. In this posi-
tion, if the right hand of the operator be laid upon the
crystal, whilst the pendulum is perfectly at rest, it will soon
begin to move in one of the directions already indicated, ac-
cording to the part of the crystal that is divected towards the
instrument. If this fact be established, its importance is
great: but we have seen nothing of it ourselves. At the
same time we kunow that Mr. [. is 2 most conscientious and
carcful experimenter: and he himself adds that “these last-
mentioned experiments require great care, yuietness, and
attention.” We shall be glad to learn that other experi-
menters have produced the same cffects.

*Whatever,” says our author towards the close of the eighth
chapter, ““be the cause of the various motions of the pendulum,
it is sofficient to have described some of the results of my own ex-
perience. Whether the motions be entirely electrical, or whether
they be of a mixed character, partly dependent on vitality and
partly on electricity, and which cannot be disassociated, 35 more
than I will undertake to degide,™
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We cannot venture to {ollow our author through the inte-
resting suljects which he raises in his last chapter; bot we
will present one important deduclion, whick he derives from
the data and facts established in bis preceding pages.

** That man possesses icherent electricity which is generated, not
derired, and that it manifests itself in both forms, common aod
galvanie,™

To this deduction he adds these gueries :—

“If electro-magnetism be a constant attendant upon electrieity,
are there uot magnetie, as well as electric, currents always cireulat-
ing in the human body ! And if so, were some of the old writers
very far wrong in their curiows guesses about aniroal magnetism !
Instead of some, and only a comparatively small number of, per-
sons being sensitive to magnetism, is it not more wonderful that the
number so affected is not greater 7

‘¢ Eleetrivity being so elosely associated with vitality, is it not
probable that it exereises a powerful influence over the operations of
mind? May not the brain* be like a central telegraph-station—a
medium of communication between the mental and the corporeal 7

Iu the sdditional Notes of the Appendix there are one or
two remarks introduced, which we shall be glad to quote, or
corroborate by a few observations of onr own,

In a useful note upon mesmerism, our author explains
how the term meagnretism becawe first applied to the treat-
ment ; because, as he observes, the phrase is apt to mislead
those who are not sequainted with its origin. The influence
of the loadstone, or of artificial maguets, was generally sup-
posed to pervade all substances and every form of animated
being. The cffects of magnetism on persons of peculiar tem-
peramont had been noticed long before the discovery of the
more remarkable phenomena produced by the iaflnence which,
under certain conditions, one living being exercises over an-
other. The first-mentioned phenomens, i, e, those cduced
by artificid magnets, when exhibited in animated beings,
were atiributed to what was then called animal magopetism,
to distinguisk it from wmineral and vegetadle magoetiso.
After magnets ceased to be thus uwsed, or rather were very
rarcly so employed, the name was retained, because it was
believed that the effects of ordinary magnetism on sensitive

* In one of the Notes of the Appendix is the following most suggestive
remask i—* I believe that there iz in every human being o force which is very
much under the control of the mind, and associated with the actisn gf fhe brain,
which in some respects resembles electric and electro-magnetic forces, by operaf-
ing of o divtance, and paxsing throngh nlf kindy of intevposed media”

t Schiller speaks of *“der Maguete hassen und leben,’'-—the antipathies
and sympathbies of the magnets,
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persons were identical with those produced by the wanipu-
latory processes invented by Mesmer. ¢ DBut,” adds Mr,
Rutter, with the judicious reserve of @ true man of sciencs,
not hastening beyond that which he can demoustrably prove,

“The most that with certainty can be said, oo a subject so imper-
fectly understood, is this:—in mesmeric phenomena there are un-
doubtedly some remarkeble aaslogies and resemblances to magnetism,
or perhaps more strictly speaking, to electro-magnetism. These,
however, are too feeble in their action, too quick in their movemeuts,
too delicate in their indications, to be examined by ordipary rules,
or measured by any known instruments. Judged by their effects,
they are not deficient in energy or activity ; but it is the energy of a
ray of light in painting a portrait, and the activity of a galvanic
current in a telegraphic wire, In photography and in telegraphy we
know that some unseen and powerful agent has heen present with
us; but this we kuow only by resson of its having done the work
we had assigned it. 8o is 1t in the phenomens of mesmerism, They
manifest themselves by their effects. We must be content, for the
preseut, to confess that very little is known about their cause,”

The lustration in the above passage strikes us as being
very happy and correct; and the cautious language at the
end is exactly what we approve. In fact, The Zoist has al-
ways discouraged the use of the term ““animal magnetism,”
as being in itself the postulate of a theory, which, though
built on mest plausible data, is at present very far removed
from being established. The name * mesmerism” carries
with it no such inference, and is moreover an appropriate
compliment to the memory of one most unjustly traduced in
his Lifetime.

In the same pate thers are some escellent remarks in
regard to the firm hold which many old ervors have taken in
popular estimation. 'Ta a superficial observer nothing seems
casier tham to abolish such errors by a blow,—but they are
not to be dealt with thus summarily.

*Taking any one of what are called popular superstitions, we
shall be sure to discover in it & firm underlayipg stratum of truth.
Tlere may be more than we suspected of folly and of faney; but
when these are stripped off, there vemains quite enough to puzzle
the learned. Underneath a grent desl of nbsurdity something really
valuable is often concealed. 1t is muoch easier to prove that, than
to explain how it came there.”

It is greatly fo be wished that opinions like these were
morg generally remembered and acted vpor. Much odicus
misrepresentation and calumny would be thoreby often spared.
Even philosophers, who lecture at the Royal Institution,
might profit by the instruction, and platform-polemics nearly
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as much as the philosophers. We recollect with some satis-
faction that Mr. Sandby in his work on mesmerism has de-
voted one very usefu) chapter to an examination of this topic.

** Whatever accumulation of falsechood has been superadded in
the progress, the original fact, from which the pretended miracle
{or popular superstition, as Mr. R, ealls it) has taken its rise, has
in general been a genuine and undoubted occurrence, for which a
natyral or sccondary cause may be diseovered. . . . Oltentimes the
whole trenssction bhas seemed, on mesmerie prineiples, nothing but
a probable and natural chain of facts, and a charge of imposition
would be wanton and unphilosophieal.”*

Justly thervefore does Mr, R. remark, that it well deserves
the attention of the philosopher, the physician, and the divine,
cach in his department, to separate the true from the false in
matters of belief, A too palpable truism ! and why the work
is not oftener attempted, can only arise from the ignerance
of the lustructors themselves, or from the interest that they
respectively feel in keeping up the delusion,

Cortainly, after all that has been written upon if, we had
hoped that the phantom of Satanic agency bad heen suffi-
ciently exorcised, espectally in regard to matters of a purely
physical nature, Mr. Rutter apparently thinks otherwise;
for he has intreduced a few strictures on the subject. There
is not, however, much that is new to be said about it: but
we met the other day in Humboldt’s Cosmes so very appro-
priate o passage, that we veature to transcribe part of it for
the reader’s instruction.,

“We find amongst the most savage nations a secret and terror-
niingled presentiment of the unity of natural forces, blending with
the dim perception of an invisible and spiritual essence manifesting
itself through these forces:...amongst nations least advanced in
givilization, the imagination delights in strange and fantastic crea-
tions; . . . instead of exsamining, men content themselves with con-
jecturing, dogmatizing and interpreting supposed facts which have
never been observed,”+

Humboldt then, in this passage, appears to be of opinion
that the propensity to discover Satanic interference in what-
ever may be at variance with our ordinary esperience arises
from » semi-civilized condition of mind, The brain of the
man wha is thus panic-strickeu, is evidently in an unhealthy
or rather untutored state; and a remnant of the savage yet

* See chapter vil. of Sandby's Mesmerism and ite Opponents, especially the
cases of the Tyralese Festatics, MMaria Morl, and the Addolerata ; and those af
the Shepherdess of Cret, of the Bohemian Prophetess, of the Wesleyaa Pro-
phetess, and of the Witeh of Paris,

+ Cosmos, vol. i., p. 16.
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adberes to him. He may indeed have passed through a ccr-
tatn currienlum of study at Oxford or Cambridge, and been
crammed with the customary allotment of patristic and classie
lore: but this by itself dees not constitute education ; for the
tendencies of the wild mac may yet be lurking in his orga-
nization uneradicated. This is what we may fairly infer from
Humboldt’s language : and really there is a good deal of pro-
priety in the notion. Let us examine, for instance, the amu-
sing acconut which appeared in the last numher of The Zoist
of the Anti-Satanic Meeting that was held at the Hanover
Square Rooms, and of the unexpected way in which Mr.
Nottage dispersed the half-civilized faction. A combination
of fiery fanatics had met together to anathematize clairvoy-
ance and table-moving ; there they stood, raving and raging
in the fiereest strains of pscudo-religious fervour, fulmivating
the most awful denunciations against those who differed from
them, and adjuring Antichrist and Satan to go out from
among them and leave the tables alone ; when suddenly Mr,
Nottage presents himself, and in his usual clear and intelli-
gent way proposes to offer & few words. Terrified, as it werg,
at the prospect of too much light being let ia upon them,
the exorcists rise up together in holy wrath, thunder forth a
short psalm at their very loudesi pitch, and then rapidly
make their exit out of the room by a back door! Did any
hody ever hear of a mwore Judicrous termination to a religious
assembly ! I can neverread the account, but, bearing Hum-
boldt’s comments respecting uncivilized man in mind, 1 am
driven to compare the above scene to an incident that Defoe
mentions in his popular work. It will be remembered that
gome savages from a neighbouring island bhad landed near
Crusee’s dwelling fur the purpose of burning and eating poor
I'riday : there they were dancing round the victira with
Lidcous contortions, and shouting forth incantations with u
hungry zeal, when, on the appearance of the hero of the
tale, like some beiog of a superior nature, the disappointed
cannibals rushed to their canoes, howling in anger to their
gods! Exactly similar was the result when Mr. Nottage,

** Like an eagle in & dove-cote,
Fluttered the Valscians at Corloli:"'

There was on their part the same savage appetite for burniug
and devouring mesmerisers and table.movers ; there was the
same sgmblance of sacred zeal in the blagphemous maledie-
tions with which they denounced their intended vietims: bat,
0 a moment, a few plain words of good sense silenced their
mpieties, and acted like a charm; for ont of the room fled
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Messieurs Godfrey, Dibdin, Gillson, and Coropany, precisely
like their sable-gkinned brotherhood of the western hemi-
sphere.

In regard, indeed, to table-moving itself, Mr, Rutter asks,
is it a delusion, or is it a physical plicnomenon, the cause of
which is at present unknown? He thiaks, like onrselves,
that it is extremely difficult to understand how a table, which
requires the united strength of two persons to move it only
n few inches, can by a different process, that is, if the same
persons touch it gently with the tips of their fingers, be
moved scveral feet at a time.

“A recent aitempt to prove that table-moving is the result of
involuntary muscular force, by one (Professor Favaday) whose opi-
nion on many other snbjects is entitled to the utmost vespect, is very
generally acknowledged to have been unsuccessful. Neither the
argnments nor the apparatus have settled the question.” (Appendix,
p- 51.)

We quite agree with our author, and we have also thought
in addition, that Professor Faraday ought te have been the
Inst person to call these phenomeuna 1 question, since his
own induced currents of electricity shew the grobability that
all lerrestrigl substances are copable of assuming transilory
magnetic relafions, The Professov has moreover himeself said,
that the “more he studies the sabject, the more convineed
he is of his owu total ignorance of the nature of electricity.”
This was very hecoming language on his part: and we can
only regret that he should have lost sight of it, when in his
letter to the Atheneum respecting muscular movements, he
should have spoken with such overweaning self-satisfaction
respecting the ignorance of others. If so many believe that
table-moving may be effected, either wholly or n part, by
the agency of electricity, it is, perhaps, because Professor
Faraday’s own lectures have “edueated” us into the notion
that clectrical action is so universally diffused and so little
understood.

In conclusion, then, we can honestly say, that we have
perused Mr. Rutter’s book with considerable satisfaction, and
that we strongly recommend it to all who feel interest in the
subject. Buf still more do we urge those, whose leisure may
tempt them to visit Briglton, to ecall upon the intelligent
aunthor, and ask permission to see bim repeat his experiments,
1t shomld, however, be said that Mr. R, is eugaged in iw-
portant avocations, and that his time is valuable: still he has
always been rcady to receive a conscientious inquirer with
kindness and urbanity, and to devote himself with much
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patience to an explanation of his apparatus. The oculis sub-
Jecta fidelibug will be of immense value in this instance,

We cannot close without meking one general remark.
The course of time has recently brought to cur notice a series
of phenomena, perfectly independent one of the other, having
no connexion whatever in their origin, but all convergiog to
ove point, and all establishing the reality of some material
emanation, or influence, or finid, proceeding from the human
body. Call it clectrie, magnetic, mesmerie, od, or what you
will, the fact remaius that something of sowe kind or other,
imponderable, invisible,—but of active, and occasionally of
powerful, effect, is transmitted from cur animal frame.

I. There are those facts in mesmerism in which imagina-
nation can play no part, and which bave been especially men-
tioned in Dr. Esdaile’s last work, in Professor Gregory’s
Letter on the Theory of Imagination (Zoist, No. XXXVIL},
in Mr. Saudby's review of Siv Henry Holland’s hool (Zgist,
No. XL.), and in sundry other papers in this periodical.

IT. There are Reichenbach’s curious, and also carcfully
noted, experiments with his different sensitives, which have
been published in his larger work, translated by Dr. Gregory
and Dr. Ashburner, and again in Professor Gregory’s three
valuable eontributious to the Eleventh Volome of The Zeist,

ITI. There are the singular facts of table-turning and
hat-moving, even after liberal deductions are made for erro-
neous expeviments,

1V. There are the phenomena produced by the galvano-
scope and magnetoscope of Mr. Rutter.

Here, we repeat it, arve these four perfectly independent,
yet strongly connected facts, all tending and conducting to
one common conelusion. Why, then, are they not accepted ?
To attribhute them el to the miraculous powers of * sugges-
tion,” “expectant attention,” or “dominant ideas,” scems
to be as unphilosophical as it 1s absurd. Rather sbould we
say with Humboldt, in the second motto prefixed to this
paper, that we see in this singular combination of accordant
hut distinet phenomena, *the germ of a great discovery con-
cealed.,” DBut again we ask, why are they not studied, and
admitted by the scientific mugnates of the day ! Munch has
been written respecting the latent canses of this incredulity,
and of the disposition to depreciate our various phenomens :
but we believe that Jean Jacques in his Confessions has, after
all, come mearest to the truth. The sevars, he says, make
atonement for their freedom from the prejudices by whieh
other men are swayed, by clinging with greater tenacity to
those they thernsclves hold. This we believe to he the fact :
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and thus, by a happy compensation, common mortals like
ourselves are placed nearly upon a level with the popes and
potentates of setence. Such a dectrine, of course, 15 humi-
liating to them, but most consolatory to us: it proves that
there is good in everything : and that even the follies of the
wise with their prejudices and blunders are not without
their nse,
PUILALETHES.

VIL. Cure of ¢ very large Gunylion on the knee, thigh, and leg,
by Mr. Capern, of SI. John's Wood : and of a smaller
Ganglion on the back of the hand, by My, Willien Lioyd,
of the Society of Friends, Fulford, near York. Com-
municated by Dr. Elliotson.

¢ Kvidence of the most satisfactory character is next adduced to provae that it
wes & case of genuine cancer ; and testimony equally satisfactory is advaneed five
years afterwards, to prove that tho cancerous tumor had dissppeared, and thst
the petient had been restored to health, Bat, to represent that the disease was
cured by mesmerism or the posses of the hand over the part, 23 practised by Dr.
Eiliotson, and mesmerists in peoeral, is £o me tyoly marvellons.  Beeing that,
during the period the paticot was under this treabment, it iz wentiosed, though
but incidentally, as of no importance—se blind are men when under some favourite
delusion—that the patient suffered by four several attacks of inflammation of the
fungs and pleurs; and which, with one exception, are all distincily represented
to have been snccessfully treated by bleeding and blistering : and as the exhibition
of calomel to the extent of four doses i alse mentioned in the treatment of the
first, case, it is fair to conolude, as this forms = part of the ordinary treatment of
such cnses, that it was employed in the treabinent of the others aiso,  Surely no
person but a mesmerist could have failed to perceive, that in a disease porely of
the blood, like cancer, thus withdrawing a quantity of the disessed blood, and
in o sparing way, as it is mentioned thai the patisnt was in tbe first instavee
bled to feintpess, and drawing off some of the corrupted humonurs Ly blistering,
and exciting at the same time the liver and puorifying organs of the body by
calomel, must have bad sopiething to de with the patieot’s recovery! And for-
ther, i in possession of a small amount of medical knowludge, sach a person
could oot fail to notice, that these were the appropriate remedies for a painful
tumor, whether seated in the byeast or elsewhere.  And he might further be dis-
posed to copeur with me in opinion, that these wers the ooly really cfficient means
porsued on the occasion. Althongh be might not agree with me as the paticot’s
hands snd complexion had become sadfow for sume months before the attack.—
{(at lesst 1 infer so, seciog that it is mentiomed thet these symptoms, of a dis-
ardered liver, hoil existed for many wmonths,) that these symptoms might stand,
by virtue of the impurity of the blood whick would evsue as a capsequence of
such disorder of the liver, in the character of 2 cause of the cancerous affection
which subsequently oecarred s or if not its cause absolutely, be otherwise inti-
mutely associated with its occurrenee.™ (p. 70.)

**Tts unfortunate sufferers are not te be condemned to the tender mercies of
the charlatan, who may profess to cure the disease by poisoning bim with arsenic
or BConite; nor to the frivelifty of the mesmerisi, who, if he do not Kill the
patient by poison, sllows the disease to vun its destruotive career under the delu-
sive hope of #uccess in a treatment in which thevs can be no hope, to the neglect
of these timely and more rtfonal mesns, which every perzen of common sense
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cannot by thia time fail to pereeive, consists, in divesting the blopd of its cancer-
otis impurities, znd altering and improving its condition, and that of the genesal
health.””—* The Liver, the great purifying ovgen of the dody, its impartence fo
fealih ; ond the extreme frequency of ils disovder : with the wiwmerous derange-
ments, both novoous and dyspoptic, ity disorder gives rise to, fully expiained, aul
their freatment. To which are added some observations on the eause and cure of
Cancer, By Charles Searle, M.D., M.R.C.8.E., late of the E. L. C. Madras
Establishweat, and suthor of "—(nobody kuows how many celebrated wosks).
L

Every person knows that in joints there is a thick smoath
fluid to facilitate the play of the hones upon each other.
There are likewise scattered over the bedy little bags con-
taining the same kind of fluid, lying chiefly under the leaders
or tendons of the muscles, to facilitate, like friction wheels,
the play of these chords. Their scientific nawe is burse
mucosse, or roucous bags. The fluid is called synovia by the
learned, and joint-oil by the unlearned. It is not oil, but
resembles white of egg. It is liable to accumulate in excess
in both joints and burse mucosse from any cause of irrita-
tion: and the irritation which produces the accumulation
mway amount to inflammation, or not rise near to this point
or pgive any pain at all. Sudden cold, sudden mechanienl
violenge, as u fall, & blow, a sprain; or slow mechanical in.
jury, as confinued or frequent pressure, canses it. It accu-
mulates in the joiots occasionally from merely an nnhenlthy
disposition or damp situation. When the accumulation is in
these bags, not in the joints, the distended hag is called 2
ganglion, Maid-servants (requently have one upon the knee
from the circumstance of kneeling so much in scouring and
thus irritating a large hursa sitnated there,  Occasionally the
bag inflames and matter is generated within it: occasionally
the contents become solidified.

The eommon treatment is to bind something tight upon
the part—to rub up and down upon it and round about it
with liniments of all sorts, even with mercarial ointment,
ointment of iodine or iodide of potassium or of both—to
blister agnin and again—or to apply very irritating things after
a blister and thus keep open a raw discharging surface—to
puncture the swelling, or to strike it violently in the hope of
bursting it under the skin, and then bind something tight
upon it—to put in n seton—to cut the gaunglion out—posi-
tively to amputate the limbh. Some of these measures canse
extreme suffering, and have occasionally excited violent in-
flammation and even ruined a joint, rendered amputation
necessary, or absolutely destroyed life,

In the Medical Times for March 27, 1852, are the follow-

1ng cases :—
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*LONDON HOSPITAL.
‘*By NATHANIEL WARD, Esq, F.R.CS.
“Enlarged Bursa over the right and left Patella removed by excision,

* A baker's wife, stout and fat, abont 40 years old, cume under
my care, suffering considerable inconvenience from enlargement of
the bursa over the right and left patella (knee-cap). The left bursa
was larger than any I have had an opportunity of seeing. [t mea-
sured round the base 12 inches; was prominent from the surface of
the limb about 4 inches; contained a large quantity of fluid; was
unadberent to the skin, the surface of which was red and inflamed,
and very thin over the centre of the cyst. The patella could not be
isolated from the bursa, but was overlapped by it, and apparently
imbedded in its substance at the back part. There were considerable
pain and tenderness on pressure; in fact, about three or four weeks
hefore her admission, a severe attack of inRammation had come on
* iu the bursa without any perceptible cause, leading to an increase in
its volumne, Prior to this attack she had never had any puin in it, and
it had been gradually inereasing for four or five years, the time that
she first directed her attention to it

“ The bursa over the right patella measured round its base seven
inches, was promiocent from the surface to the extent of three juches,
felt more dense than the left, but was adherent in a similar manner
to the patella behind, overlapping its circumference.  No symptoms
of acate inflammation had at any time supervened 1o it.  The walls
felt very dense and no fluctuation was sensible to the touch, It had
been ohserved growing about the same time a3 the left; and the
woman before her marviage, about s year prior to admission iuto
the hospital, had been a housemaid, and had had a great deal of
kneeling,

*The patient was put on the middle diet of the hospital, and the
left limb was placed on an inclised plane, and cold Intions kent con-
stantly applied. A purgative was oceasionally administered.  This
treatment was continned for nine days, at the end of which time the
actte inflammation had subsided, sccompanied with a slight dimi-
nution in the volume of the tumor, aud a cessation of pain and
tenderness on pressure. An éneision of an elliptical form was then
made over the centre of the tumor, about 4% inckes long, and the
burse carefully dissected away from the structures with which it was
in conmexzion. 1t wes found, as had been anticipated, firmly ad-
lLierent o the capsular ligament and the patella, but, by keeping the
edge of the knife turned towards the cyst, ne difficulty was espe-
rienced in removing the bursa entire; nn vessel required a ligature.
The wound was brought together by sutures, and the knee-joint
covered over with strips of wet linen and oiled-silk over them, and a
straight splint was applied at the back of the knee-joint, and kept
in place by a turn or two of a wet roller. A full opiate was given
after the operation, and the limb was placed on the inclined plane.
The patient passed a restless night. The knee-joint was dressed cn
the following day with strips of linen and oiled silk, and covered

VoL, X1, "
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over with a many-tailed bandage, which was roore easy of application
than the roller, as it could be put on without any disturbance to the
limb., The patient went on very well for & day or two, when she
had a severe bilious attack, which subsided nuder treatment in a few
days. On the fourteeuth day she complaimed of tenderness at the
inner part of the knee. In this situation the integument looked
pufly and red, and, on making geotle pressure on it, pus oozed out
from the middle of the wound. From this time to the twentieth
day, gentle pressure hy a dossil of lint nnder the wet strips of linen
was made, with much relief to the pain originally complained of,
and, on the twenty-fifth day after the removal of the bursa, the
cicatrix was complete, and the parts surrounding it involved in the
operation were sound. Three days after this, the right knee was
operated on ; the patient, before being remaved lo the theatre, having
had the left knee kept straight by a splint bound on bekind, in order
to prevent any straining of the cicatriz, which could not at present be
considered very firm.  'T'he bursa was removed in a similar manuoer
as the left, and the samc precautions were had reeourse to, masmuch
a3 it was found similarly adherent to the patella. The cieatrix was
cowpleted in one month, the same local zpplications having been
had recourse to.”” (p. 319.)

“ Enlarged Bursa connected with the tendon of the semitendinosus.—
Punclire.—Suppuration gf the sac.—Cure.

“Cpse 2,—A boy, aged 8 years, came under my care on account
of a tumor in the popliteal region, It was conves on the surface, and
pushed backward the skin to the extent of three-quatters of sn iach ;
it measured two inches from above downwards, and about an inch
transversely. There was a slight horizontal constrietios in the cen-
tre. Tt was firm, elastie, and yielding on pressure, and wis some-
what oval in outline, When the thigh was flexed, the tendon of the
semitendinosus could be felt gliding obliquely over it, along its inner
and lower part. The development of the tumor could not be traced
to a blow, or any unusnal strain; and his mother had only acci-
dentally noticed it three months before his coming to the hospital.
It had gradnally increased since that time, but its growth was un-
attended with pain.  As the boy was aitending as an out-paticnt, it
was not deemcd pradent to punctore it, but powerfid counter-irritants
were applied at intervals doring a forteight, withouw! any benefif.
He was admitted into the bospital, A grooved needle was passed
inte the tuwor, and the contents of the eyst emptied by firm
pressure. The contained fuid resembled that usually met with in
the bursas about the wrist, but was somewhat more dense, and of &
yellowish tinge. Firm pressure was immediately made by a large
dossil of lint and a bsndage, and the limb was confined in a straight
thigh-splint. Oz the second day, a good deal of fever had come on,
andl the boy was sick, and complained of headache and thirst. The
back part of the leg was hot and tender to the touch. He was
ordered saline medicme, and an occasional purgative; the bandage
was taken off the Emb, and the leg was dressed with wet rags and
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oiled sitk.  On the ninth day, there was considerable swelling in the
popliteal space, and the surface of the skin was hot, red, and tender.
Fluctnation was distinet. A free opening was made, and gave vent
to three ounces of pus, mixed with a little venous-locking blood,
The abscess kept on discharging for thirteen days, when a piece of
Yint which had been kept in the opening could no longer be intro-
duced. The patient shortly after left the hospital, the back of the
leg and thigh being protected with soap plaster and a bandage.

“ Bursa over the internal malleolus of the vight foot.—Failure of
puncture.— Excision.

“Case 3,—A boy, nged 1], came under my care with & bursa
tumor as large as half a walnut, situated over the internal malleolus,
He pereeived, about four mouths ago, a smail paicless swelling, which
he could not refer to any Iujury; it had gradnally increased in size.
It appeared to have no eennexion with the tibialis anticus,

It was panctured with an exploring needle. The cyst was
found extremely dense; and about a drachm of clear limpid fluid
escaped, which was much thinner than that usually contained in
similar cysts. The escape of the fluid diminished the velume of
tamor but little. A compress, secured by a bandage tightly applied
round aleg splint, was placed over the ankle. Four days after the
puncture, the bursa was quite ss large as it was originally, was very
moveable, and gave the idea of being but loosely connected with the
surrounding parts. An incision was made over i, and the bursa
fully exposed to view. It was found very firmly adherent to the
internal malleclus ; the anterior three-fourths were consequently only
removed, and the remainder left in contact with the hone. The
wounid was brought together with suinres and strapping, and over
this warm-water dressing, and a splint and bandage were applicd.
For two days succeeding the removal of the bursa great pain con-
tinued. The wound had cicatrized oo the twenticth day by the
granulation process.” (pp. 319, 320.)

Mr, Capern has sent me the following account :—
My, Caperr’s cure of very large Ganglion of the knee.

Mrs, Julian, residing at No. 66, High Street, Marylebone,
in the early part of November, 1851, began to feel consider-
able pain in her left knee, particularly after any exertion:
and at the same time it gradually became swollen. Both the
pain and swelling continuned to increase, and in February
she was unable to walk even across the street without great
diffienlty and suffering. She now called in Mr. Woolltorton,
a surgeon, residing in Seymour Place, New Road, who gave
her homeeopathic medicines and applied poultices.  Still
the pain and swelling increased, and he therefore called in
Mr. Walue, 2 surgeon, residing at No, 72, Guildford Street,
Russell Square. This gentleman visited her three times, and
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100 Wonderful effect of Mesmerism.

advised vapour baths, The vapour baths did no good—still
the pain aud swelling increased: and at his last visit Mr.
Walne said he should propose to cul it mway, only thal such
an operalion would prove fatel; and that her leg must be
amputafed. Dr. Quin was then called in also. He agreed
with Mr, Walune that fo cu? # away would be dangerous, and
that nothing could save the himb.

Mr, Woolltorton then proposed mesmerism as the last
resource, remarking that it would do no harm if it should do
no good, and adding that he would watch its progress. Dr,
Quin, on this suggestion, considered that mesmerism might
produce henefit,

Mr. Woolltorton himself applied to Mr, Capern on the
third of April, 1852, and on the fifth accompanied him to
the patient’s house. The swelling extended more than §
inches above the knee, more than 4 inches below it, and
maore than 16 inches in circumference. Mr. Capern began
local mesmerism by slow straight passes, slightly touching
the parts, and ofter not touching them at all, with his
fingers, oud breathing upon the knee. He sometimes began
with a few passes before her face: and she then was = little
drowsy.

At the thivd visil the pain was greatly mitigated, and after
the fourth nearly subdued : in fuct, she had no pain al all uniess
she exeried herself. Al the end of the first week the swelling
was decidedly diminished: and al the end of the first forinight
she could walk a mile without pain or difficully.

After having been thus mesmerised daily for half an hour,
aud drinking mesmerised water daily, and applying this to
the knee daily and always with relief, during eight weeks, she
resolved, as she was well, to visit her friends in the country;
and, when there, she on several accasions walked five miles
a day withou! any inconvenience,

On the 3rd of June, 1852, a country surgeoh, who
doubted the power of meswerism, was taken by her brother
to see her, and confessed that, if he had attcnded her, be
sheuld have amputated the limb, and expressed his astonish-
ment at the effect of mesmerism,

After her rcturn to London she, in July, walked a great
many miles onc day, and at the same time took a viclent
cold, when immediately the knee swelled again and became
painful. Mr. Capern recommenced mesmerising the part,
and in a forinight she was as well as before.

After staving in Loudon for some months, she went to
Elersc"\’, and often strolled seversl miles a day over tle rocky
nregular part of the island, clambering as well as walking.

v
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On her return to London, the knee was of its natural size
and perfectly flexible, and her general health better than it
had long been.

Several medical men saw her, and even those who were
opposed to mesmerism confessed it was & wonderful cure,

Being quite well, she again forgot she had ever been ill,
and thought that nothing would hort her; and so continued
to indulge her propensity to walk very long distances; and
again caught a bad cold, and was very ill, in October, and
the knee swelled a little again ; but it was presently reduced
to its natural size by Mr. Capern.

The remaiuder of the parrative 1 obtained from Mrs.
Julian herself.

In Febrnary, 1843, she paid a visit to a friend at Croydaen,
while the fatal malarious fever was still in existence. She
arrived in the evening, and went to bed in perfect health at
cleven o’clock. At two o’clock she awoke with severe head.
ache, vomiting, and pains all over her. The knee began to
swell and to ache excruciatingly, and in six Lours was as
large as ever. Mr. Woolltorton was sent for from London
and preseribed homwopathic medicines and fomentations, but
without the least advantage, She was conveyed home and
the treatment continued, as we)l as mesmerism resumed.
But with no advantage, Onwards the disease went. Indeed
she found the passes over the knee aggravate her paip, and
she could not bear them. Mr, Capern was at the time
troubled with tooth-ache (forgetting that it might have been
cared), had a cold, and was uncomforteble from different
cavses and in a great bustle in remoaving from the Mesmeric
Tonfirmary to 8t. John's Wood, and mesmerised her knee too
brieli;ly and teo seldom, not more than two or three times 2
week.

Mr. Walne saw her again, and, having always bad too
strong a contempt for mesmerism to make himself in the
least acguainted with it, and having formerly sneered at it
when Mr. Capern was mesmerising the limb and curing it
after he had condemned it to ampntation, now hegan by
sneeringly saying, ‘so pawing has not cured you,” forgetfing
how often he must fail to cure his patients: and how often after
he bhas cared them some carelessness brings back the disease.
I presume that every medical mwan is anxious that 2ll he says
against mesmerism should be made publie, in order that his
light may shine before men and he may be known to pos-
terity for at least one thing—his sagacity in diseerning the
absordity and mnothingness of mesmerism while we poor
noodles are so stupid as io prize it. The antimesmerists
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must rejoice that there is a Zoist to record their sayings and
doings, and secure them fame for ages. The scoffers at the
circulation of the blood, though their name was Legion, are
all forgotten except a very small number, because they lived
before the time of The Zuisf. There was no Zuisi in their
day, as there is in ours,

" Muylti ; ed pmnes fliscrimabiles
Urgentur, ignotique longa
Nocte, carent quis vate sacro.’
Hogat., Carm. iv.

Oh happy, thrice happy, antimesmerists!

After his remark on pawing he could suggest nothing to
care poor Mrs. Jubian, and said that, if the knee hurst, the
disease would run on and drain her till it brought her to the
grave, unless the limb were amputated. Thus again he would
have deprived her of her foot, leg, knee, and half ker thigh,

All this time she was allowed to eat all she could : was
plied with the strongest soups and bottled porter, &e.

However, nature had her way, and, in two months from
the attack, burst the tumor in three places, giving vent to a
copious discharge of fluids.

Mr, Capern was now in better health and less bustle, and
mesmerised her daily with the invariable effect of soothing
her greatly, so that she always looked forward with eager-
ness to his visit.

The passes were made downwards as far as the feet and
ther beyoud the toes. But once she happened to have her
shoe on, and My, Capern did not extend the passes beyond the
back of the foot where the shoe began ; not carrying off as
usual beyond the points of the tces. That night she woke
up in great pain in the instep and foot, below where the
passes that day had terminated: and the pain was still in
the foot at his visit the next day. The same thing had for-
merly occurred in another case to My, Capern, On learning
the circumstance, he begged her to take her shoe off, and he
made the passes from the kuee beyond the points of the toes,
and the pain was completely dislodged from the instep and
foot in two or three passes, This is a fact well known to
mesmerisers and was ohserved by old Greatrakes*

He mesmerised it two months after the tumor burst, and
under his operations the part became completely restored,
ceasing to discharge instead of discharging till it destroyed
ber; and she recovered so completely that her leg has not

* See Zoist, No. X1, p. 100.
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required Mr, Walne to cut it off, but is quite as sound and
as useful as ever it was in her life.

Three times was the disease completely cured by mes-
merism, and violent external causes brought it back as they
might inflammation of the lungs, rheumatism, or any other
affection cured by ordinary medicines. It is to be regretted
that mesmerism was not continued long after the disease was
well. This should be a rule. On the fourth occasion it may
be urged that nature effected the cure. But we must re-
member that every mesmerisation benefited the patient : and
that the properties of mesmerism are to soothe and strengthen,
and that ulcers are admirably cured by mesmerism, as the
pages of The Zoist amply shew* The antimesmerists, more-
over, had predicted a fatal termination with their remedies
only, withont smputation.

Mrs. Julian, so thoroughly convineed of the mighty cura-
tive power of mesmerism in her own person, {elt anxions that
others should participate in its blessicgs, and made a few
good cures herself.

On paying a visit to ber brother, she found he had been
agonized by pain in his back for a fortnight; and in the time
four medical men had seen him without affording him any
relief. This was in Germany : and he had just come back to
England.

Very soon a dull pain was felt in one kuee for two days,
and then in the night the pain suddenly arese to agony. She
visited him while in this agony, found him unable to move his
leg, mesmerised it at half-past 2 o'cloek p.m. for half an hour,
and he immediately walled down stairs. She mesmerised 1t
again for half an hour when he was in bed: and the nest
moraing he was perfectly well.

She cured also a case of veurelgia of the face at one sit-
ting after a medical practitioner at Banbary had attended it
in vain for four months, Another such case she did not cure,
but always relieved the pain at the time, insomuch that the
patient invariably went to sleep in the midst of the pain.
Long perseverance would probably have effected a cure.

Mrs. Julian resides at present at No. 10, Richmond
Villas, Seven Sisters’ Road, near Holloway,

* Cures, and sowe very remarkable, of digeases of the knee only, will be
found in Nos. V., pp. 84, 1263 V1., p. 266; VIL, p. 383 ; XX., p. 388;
AKXIV, p. 416; XXXIIL, pp. 71, 92, 83; XXXVIIL, p. 173
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Cure of a Ganglion on the hand, by Mr. W. Lioyd.

“ Fulford, near York, 11th month, 17th, 1853.
“Very esteemed Friend, Dr. Elliotson,—Ellen Penty,
aged about 16 years, daughter of John Penty of Naburn, had,
for several years, a lump of the above description on the
back of her right hand, near the wrist, which mncreased to
ahout the size of half a walnut, when, as it appeared to be
making progress, her father took her seven miles to a surgeon
in very high repute, and resorted to for many miles round.
He expressed strong confidence that he shonld cure it, for-
nished them with plaisters, and gave them directions in
other particulars, all which were attended to, and the plais-
ters doly applied for seven or eight months; oceasionally
secing him n the interim. At length, finding no benefit or
any reduction iu size, they discontinued the treatment ; after
which, as I happened to be at their house, at two or three
different times, I applied a few mesmevic passes, which
appearing to have a little effect in reduecing the size, her
mother was anxious it should be continned. 1 therefore
attended to it every other day, and after a perseverance of
eight or wine weeks, it entirely disappeared. The mesmerie
sleep was not induced, nor was it attempted until the latter
part of my attendance, when, by getting the patient as near
the state of coma as I could, I thought the progress was
facilitated therehy.
“] remain, sincerely, and respectfully thy friend,
“Wwu. Lroyn.™

As the treatment was not continued for any time after
the cure, and the poor girl of necessity used her hand as
habitually, the disease gave signs of return.

“ Fulford, 12th month, 4th, 1853.
“My dear Friend, Dr. Elliotson,—I feel bound in can-
dour to ieform thee, that Ellen Penty’s mother told me, the
other day, that there are some symptoms of the return of the
ganglion.
“'With sincere regard, I remain thy Friend,
“Wu. Lroyp”

I ymmediately begged Mr. Lloyd to recommence the
treatment, and to rest assured that he would soon dissipate
the swelling, He followed my directions.

_ “ Fuiford, 2nd month, 26th, 1854,
“My dear Friend, Dr. Eltiotson,—1 have now paid some
further attention to the case of ganglion, and am glad to
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report, that the lftle appearance of return has been for some
weeks quite dissipated; so that 1 suppose the account may
appear as at first narrated. Iloping thou art in good health
and spirits,
#1 remain, sincerely, thy Friend,
“ W, Lioyn

T wishing to know whether he made passes with contact
or without, he sent the following answers to my enquiries :—

“Tulford, 3rd month, 26th, 1854,

My dear Friend, Dr. Elliotson,—The cure remained per-
fect about ten days or a fortnight ago. Generally the passes
were without contacl, though 1 did somefimes siroke my
thumb, with confact, down in the same direction, that is,
from above the wrist, over the affected part, and off at the
finger ands,

¥ I alse generally laid the ball of my thumb, with moderate
pressure, on the ganglion, for about five minutes, more than
less, exercising my best will and desire for its reduction;
indeed this concern T endeavoured to maintain with every
pass. Continuance of process, half an hour.

“No sleep was produced nor atteropted till towards the
latter end of my attention to the case, when I thought the
state of quietude produced, facilitated the reduction of the
nmalady.

“I remain, sincerely, thy Friend,
“Ww. Lioyn”

Thbe lightness of the contact when the passes were made
with any, and the nsual absence of contact while they were
being made, prevents our opponents from ascribing the cures
to friction,

In No, XI,, p. 318, T have recorded the cure of two
solid ganglions as large as a pea on the first and second joint
of the middle finger of a patient of my own, by passes with-
out contact for half an hour night and morning, made by her
sister. A surgeon had previously cuf one ocwaey, but the
disease then reappeared in two places. The mesmeric cure
has proved permanent now for nine years. Several parti-
culars in the case make it worth perusal,

If friction did not effect these cures, Drs. Braid, Car-
penter, and Holland, must ascribe them to dominant 1deas,
suggestion, and expectant attention, and ought o petltwu
for the introduetion of these into the next Pharmacopeeia of
the Royal College of Physicians,

I must now make a few remarks upon the motto. The
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power of mesmetism in causiong the dispersion of morbid ia-
creases—solid or fluid—is very great. The general expression
of the medicinal power of mesmerism is, that it strengthens
and soothes, and increases the restorative power of the hiving
system—the wis medicalriz nofure—to resist, bear up under,
and to throw off disease, whatever be the kind—functional or
structural, and in whatever organ situated. It way fail, as
all other medicinal measures do hourly in the hands of =ll
wedieal men: but it is hy far the greatest, the gentlest, and
pleasantest addifion to our means of mitigation and cure ever
granted to us, and surpasses all previous expectation and
hope of medical progress. The Zois! teems with instances of
its suceess in endless cases which fall under the physician:
and the cures of ganglion, now presented to the publie, (I
wish I could say the medical public, but the profession will
not in its pride bestow its attention for an instant upon one
of them,) prove that it can effect what surgery does not, and
in cases in which the surgical means—fruitlessly or success-
fully employed—are often severe and hazardous, T even had
a patient with an unquestionably cancerons growth in the
breast, sure to prove fatal even after a surgical operation,
For the operation of removal by the knife is altogether useless,
and the disease s0 uniformly returns in true cases, that T now
regard an operation as a most improper practice, a discre-
dit to the professionad knowledge or the moral character of
the surgeon. A true cancer always returns, and I have seen
the disease return in dozens of cases, and in many ofter a
second extirpation, and in some after a third, by the knife,
and then destroy life, when the poor sufferer had submitted to
this succession of cruelties, A tumor not cancerous, but
called cancerous from ignorance or design, as is frequently
the case, may of course never return. Though I had seen
mesmerism dissipate two hard ganglions in the hand of one
of my patients, I had not hoped that it would dissipate =
gristly cancerous mass. Yet it did; and the exquisite case
will be found in No. XXIII. But the writer of the pamphlet
called The Liver, &c., calculated to excite a smile in a weil-
informed medical man and to catech weak, dyspeptie, and
nervous patients, iunsists upon it that the cure was effected
guite independently of mesmerism, He is perfectly unknown
to me, but does not hesitate to abuse me,—pronocunces me
BLIND under @ favourife DELUSION, FATLING TO PERCEIVE
what none byl & mesmerist could have fotled fo perceive,
and what I should heve perceived, even 17 T maD BREN IN
POSSESSION OF A SMALL AMOUNT OF MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE :
suys that the case oughl not lo have been trusted lo me—af leost
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not 1o the FRIVOLITY OF THE MESMERIST, who, if he does no!
Kill the patient by poison allows the disease to run its destruc-
tive career under the delusive hope of success in a lreatment in
whick ¢here can be no hope, to the neglect of these timely
und more rotional means which EVERY PERSON OF COMMON
seNsg, &6, Yet the patient did lose her cancer and died
a year after of infiuenza, following a stroke of palsy. I
never cxpressed a hope that the cancerous tendency in the
system would be removed by mesmerism, nor say that this
was in this case, The power of mesmerism is proved to extend
only ta the retardation and dissipation of an individual can-
cerous mass: and pumerous are the cases in which T have
seen the progress of the disease surprisingly retarded and the
patients’ health and comfort greatly maintained.

It so happened that, during the five years of the mesmeric
treatment of my patient,¥ she three times caught a violent
cold, for which I thought it right to bleed her to the estent
of a few ounces: the first time after she had been improving
under mesmerism for eleven months, and the second time a
year and three quarters after the first, the third time nine
maonths after this; and never again during the two years she
was afterwards mesmerised,—up to her perfect cure, Yet
the cure is ascribed to these distant and brief little treatments
of her chest, and not to the mesmerism, which was practised
daily all the time, and with marked success; removing the
pein, reducing the tumor, and recruiting her health, loag
before the fivst little bleeding. ¥ The firef mesmerisation gave
her a betler night than wsual” {p. 215)—*° the pain lessened so
that her nights became greatly betler, and her health ond spivils
improved, the sellowness of her complexion lessened,” and oll
without medicine, or any fhing bul mesmerism. In proportion
as she was mesmerised she wmproved ; und twice when mes-
merism was neglected the concer increased, (pp. 218—227.
She was never the better for the treatment which her chest
required for a few days, I defy any person to prove a single
case of cancer cured by bleeding or mercury, little or much :
the disease would then be very manageable, and be cured
almost invariably ; and we should no longer spealk of a cancer
with horror. The most determined antimesmerists will laugh
at poor Mr, Searle and Mr. Searle’s poor book.

He resembles Mr. Wakley, who was so enraged at the
cure as to assert that scores of cancers have been cured by
pressure. I defied him to the proof.t Not one can be found.

* See Zpisf, No. XX1IL, pp. 213, 312,
T Zeist, No. XXIV,, p, 421,
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Five years have passed, and he has not noticed my defiance.
Bleeding and mercury tend to act upon the system tu cancer,
and thus encourage the disease; and pressure causes intoler-
able suffering and cannot be coptinued, nor has ever yet cured
a case. In the practice of what hospital or what surgeon are
either bleeding, mereury, or pressure employed or thought of ?

VI, Mesmerism in Edinburgh.

Wx have the intense satisfaction of aunouncing the formation
of a Mesmeric Institution in a place remarkable for 2 good
sprinkling of worldly prudence and dark-age backwardness
of opinion, in the midst of learning, intelligence, hanesty,
and manliuess, which we all know to abound in it: and
where the medical and clerical portion of society has sig-
nalized itself by the direst hostilify to mesmerism.

SCOTTISH CURATIVE MESMERIC ASSOCIATION,

NAMES OF OFFICE-BEARERS,

Prasident.
WriLiiam Grecory, Esq. M.I., F.R.5.E.,
Professor of Chewistry in the Uoiversity of Edinburgh,

Vive-presidents.

Geuneral Sir Thomas Msekdougall Bris- | Sir George Scatt Douglas, Bart,
bane, Bart.,, G.C.B., G.C.H., Cor- | 8ir Walter C. Trevelysn, Bart.
responding Member of the Institute | Jokn C. Colguhoun, Esq., Advoeats,
of France, President of the Hoyal Sheriff of Dambartonshice,
Society of Edinburgh, LL.D. of | JemesEsdaile, Esq.,M.D,,H.E.LC.5,,
Ozford, &e., &e late Presidency Surgeon of Caleutta.

Directors.

Dr. James Scott, F.R.8.E. Depaty Ie- | Alex. Melville Bell, Esq.
spector of Hospitals and Fleets, A. G. Home, Esq. M.I.

‘William Neilson, Esq. George Swinton, Esq.

Arthur Trevelyan, Eaq, J. Howison, Esq.

Alex. J. Ellis, Esq., B.A. 1. Brodie, Esgy., M,D.

Captain Davidson,

Consulting Physicien.
Dr. James Scott.
Treasurer.
Mr. J. Home Hay, Joho'zs Place, St. Leonard’s.
Corresponding Secrelary.
William Neilson, Esq., 1, North Charlotte Street.
Seeretary.,
Mr. James Cameron, Jun., 265, High Strect.
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Aeting Commiltes.
(With power to add to their number.)

Mesars W. F. Verpon. Messts J. Swinton,
» G, Plowman. »w  D. Lawson.
n  J. Home Hay. w3, Mitchel.
v G. Macdougnll, +  John Baitlie.
w  Wm, M'Crindle. n  G. E. Burtt,
n L Bannerwnan, ;¢ David White.
3 W, Laing, 2+ Thos. Ramsy.

. Camgeron, Jun,

Drs. Elliotson and Engledse and Mr. Pridepux were
elected honorary members of the association,

Dr, Gregory is in his proper place—at the head of the
institution. His conduct, he belug a professor in the Uni-
versity with such antimesmeric colleagues as Drs. Bennett,
Simpson, Miller, and Christison, is beyond all praise.* TLet
us bestow due honour upon Drs. Esdaile, James Scott, A. G.
Heme, and D, Bredie {whose name appears as the seconder
of a motion at the meeting), and Mr. Swinton, who was
once, we believe, a medical officer in India. Messrs.
Jackson and Davey deserve great praise. Their strenuous,
lionest, intelligent, and wisely-conducted labours have as-
sisted in revolutiomizing the Seottish mind.

We understand that six and tweunty gentlemen enrolled
themselves as pupils of the association in order to confer the
blessings of meswerism, But where are the rest of the me-
dieal men of Edinburgh? where the rest of thoss who ac-
knowledge the truth of mpsmerism in private before mes-
merists, hut shrink before the despotism of the medical
bodies and the blustering antimesmeric doctors?t The
believing doctors are afraid of each other, and inveigh against
it before its foes. Where is the Duke of Argyll, to whom
Dr. Gregory so awmiably dedicated his book on mesmer-
isa?  Where is the Earl of Eglinton, who so patronized
the American clectro-biology people—Btone and Darling ?
We fear these noblemen are indifferent to mesmerism and
its healing powers, and regard all its effeets as dependent
upon imagination, Are such the effects upon them of electro-
biology which once so enamoured them? Dr, Bimpson could
bustle about clairvoyance and offer a reward for & proof of it;
but when something more certain and also permanently a

* He alsa subscribes to the London Mesmeric Fofirmary. Here is an
example to English non.-gubscribing medical mesmerists.

+ The conduct of Professors Miller, Siinpson, and Beanett, and D. A, Wood,
is fully detailed in No. XXV, p. 1025 XXXV, pp. 206, 329, 334,



£10 Messrs, Jackson and Davey.

blessing to mankind in mesmerism is the point, he stirs not,
for he can gain no silly applause. He i fond of empty pro-
fessional popularity : but his wise course would have been the
reverse of that which he has pursued. He knows mesmerism
to be true: he acknowledged its truth years ago* and
made experiments on it: aod so be has lately with a patient
in his own house, as a lady who witnessed this, and was his
patient, has mentioned in London, and yet he laughs at
it the next moment before sceptics.+ Aud where are Mr.
George Combe and his relatives, disciples, and coadjutors?
And they would bave us believe that they are friends of
progress] Mr. Combe is worthy of his friend and country-
man, 3ir James Clark.

We have no space to detail the aecount of the mecting.
We are told that 1500 persons were present: and we read in
the report that the association

Is wholly composed of pupils of Messrs, Jackson and Davey,
who after receiving the.requisite instruction from them determined
to make a practicsl application of their knowledge in the attempted
care or alleviation of disease among their friends, neighbours, and
the suffering poor around. For this purpose they determined to
hold weekly meetings for mutual encouragement, and advice, and at
which reports of ¢ases should be made asd entered in the minutes.
From these they select a few enses,™ &e.

Here follow accounts of nine most successful cases.

There will be more public meetings in Kdinburgh, and
organized missions to the chief towns in Scotlend.

‘We wish the association all snccess. It will succeed,
but let its nmoble supporters remember that similar attempts
in Dublin, Bristol, and Eseter have failed, The London
institution flourishes more and more every day. We are here
all perfectly disinterested: all work for it without reward:
have no view to gain anything by it in even the most indirect:
manner, and are all deeply impressed with the grandeur of

* No, XXXIV,, p. 334.

+ In No. XXXVIIL, p. 225, we told our readers that s shilling would be
well bostawed in the purchase of 2 pampllet by Dr. Egdaile, entitled, The indro-
duction of Mesnerism as an dnwythetic and Curative dgent info fhe hospitals of
India: 1852, It i replete with the wost important and astounding facts, end
controverts the ridiculous opiniors of Drs. Simpson, Bennett, %e., that toes-
merism operates by fixing attention and suggestion,

It was in purt composed for the Edinburgh Monthly Journal at the request of
Dr, Simpaon. But this valiant accoucheur and his colleaguos afterwards re-
jected i&.  Dr. Simpson merely acknawledged it in & complimentary note, and
said that it was not sufficienily practical for him to publish! Why it wos the
most practical essay that could be written, snd Dr. Simpson knew this. He
ought to biush /or ever. The fifth and sixth pages tell a sad tale of him.
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mesmerie truths and the duty of applying their mighty reme-
dial powers to suffering man. We believe that this is the
case also with the Scotch Asscciation, The strength of the
Scotch character is shewn in all parts of the globe and in all
departments of life. The supporters of the association, act-
ing solely from love of enlightenment and benevolence, will
establish it firmly.

In London, the committee meet once a week, admit and
discharge patients, and hear a detail by the secretary of the
daily mesmerisation of each patient, its duration and eflects,
and the weekly results, Without this plan no regularity or
reality can be ensured, No phenomena are aimed at or en-
couraged: no show is made or allowed: no other treatment
is mixed with the mesmeric: no clairvoyants are employed.
The whole proceeds in the most beautiful manner, All will
depend upon the secretary or general superintendent. The
London Infirmary is cminently fortunate in this respect.
Mr. Gardiner is an excellent man, beuevolent and conscien-
tious and calmy, and devoted to mesmerism as & remedy, and
always at his post. Let a sense of simple duty actoate our
?{i:;)ttish brethren, as it will, zpd their institution will not
ail,

BOOHS RECEIVED.

The Aulnbiograpky of Elizabeth Squirrel, of Sheffishan, end relectionr
Jrom her writings : fogether with an exemination and defence of her stafements
relative to her sufferings, Yindness, deafness, enlive abstinence from food and
drink during twenly-five weeks, and other extraordinary phenomena: and facls
and opinions ilastrative and sugyestive. DBy one of her Watchers, Londes :
Simpkin pnd Marshal), Stationers’ Hall Court : 1853,

We hope to notice this in our next.

A practical investigation info the iruth of Claivvoyance : eonfaining revela-
tions of the fute of Sir Jahn Franklin, aud some enguiry inie the mysterious
rappings aof the presenf day. By an Unprejudiced Observer. London: Bail-
liere, 219, Regent Street: 1834,

This publication is without 2 name. Anonymous testimony will mot be
received by the werld, though true. We entreat the writer to affix his name if
he loves bis cause.

Crongca del Magnetismo Animale, redatfa dal D. Giuseppe Terzaghi,
Volume Secunde.  Milano: 1854, i

We have not received the First Volome. The present containg a translation
of the last Report of the London Mesmeric Infirmery : and of Dr. Esdaile’s
protest and petition to the American Congress: and seversl intevesting origical
eomamunications. The Editor appears a man of honour, learning, and courage.
Mesmerism fs rapidly spreading all over the civilized earth.
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Mesmerism proved True, and the Quarterly Reviewer veviewed. By the
Rev. Cheuncy Hare Townshend, of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. Bosworth, Regent
Street: 1854.

This we have reviewed at length in Article 11.

Hymuon Eleetrivily ; the means of ils development, illustrated by experiments,
with additional notes. By J. O. N, Rutter, F.R.A.8. Parker and Son, West
Strand: 1864,

Thiz alsa is noticed by us at full length in Artiele V1.

The Principle of Health transferable. By George Barth, Bailliere: 1853.

Observations on the Dentition of the Lillipution Azfecs, By Dr. Robert
Reid, Dentist to the Merchant Maiden Hospital, Edinburgh, Repnnted from the
Monthly Journal gf Medieal Science, for February, 1354, .

On first seeing these interesting young human beings, Dr. Reid conceived
that they were not of the same race. The boy’s nose wes prominent, his eyes
brilliunt and protruding, his brow retreating, bis hair silkcy., The girl’s facial angle
is entirely different, her eyes smaller, her bair curling end even erisp. Thus he
sppears of Asiatic, and she of Afriosn origiv. The breadth and roundness of her
upper dental-arch resemble thet of the negro. From the teeth Dr, Reid judges
the hoy to be twelve years old ; the girl eight. Professor Owen came to the
same opinion of their nges from general considerations.

Ou the British Trilens. By John Higginbottom, F.R.8. From the

Annaly and Magazine of Natwral History, for December, 1853 : London.

Gymnastics : an essendial branch of Nalbional Education, Both public and
private ; the only remedy fo improve the present physical vondilion of man. By
Captain Chiosso, Professor of Gyranastics at University College School. Loadon:
Walton and Maberly, Upper Gower Street: 1854,

This is a very interesting souud book : deserving to Be read by all who hove
the charge of the young, Gymuoastics shoold always form part of education :
and perbaps some will agree with us on being informaed that ' at Buckingham
Palses gympastic exercise is resorted to very regularly and perseveringly by the
wholg Royal Family down to the very infant.”

The British Jowrnal of Homeopethy. Joouvery, 1854. Agxlott and Co.,
Paternoster Row.

Trufks mainteined. By James Biden, Monckion Heuse, Angleses, MHants,
Author of the Tyue Church.  Aylott and Co., Paternoster Bow : 1854,

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The great press of waiter has occasioned us to postpone some cOmmuni-
tations.

J. 8., D.B., and others.—We are authorized to state thut the plates for Dr.
Sywes's translation of Gall are now completed, and, the letter-press being in the
hands of the priaters, the publication of this important work, which has been so
long delayed from unuvnidable circumstances, will be proceeded with forthwith,

‘We return wur warmest thanks to Mr. Fanson for his advertisement of The
Zoist in the Phonotypic Eaxaminer and the Wostern Times, and for hiz diswi-
bution of many numbers of it,



