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.. DIVINE INFLOWINGS AND OUTFLOWINGS.
1. Y H)ATURE is a constitution of Universal Refining Operations.
..8he is progressive and retrogressive in alternating order, with
the halanee of producing energy ever on the side of the advance
. -movements, thus ever malung headway desprte seeming relapses
. and stand-stills.
A The vital principle or soul-force of the crystal casts oﬂ‘ a8 it ad-
o wluhs uséless or encumbering, or has become repugnant to
cixshtgber purposes of unfoldment, until, potentialized and glonﬁed
-.inte grander posslbllitres, it gives form and tint to plant and flower.
. The soul of the. plant, having assimilated as.abiding ] lifo-wealth’
aﬂ' there is for it in the vegetable kingdom; then transfuses its en-
" ergies into the animal structure—thus becoming monarch of a more
. opulent and splendid empire. . -
-’«- There is nothing the human mind may cogitate upon more profit-
--ably thay these creative processes, which are repeated all along the
Juuonary line. Through léaf-fallings, off-castings of bark, exuda-
tlons of gnms and oils, and in still other ways, the plant relieves
Jitself of surplusages and excrescences as it advances, these being the
- corpses of . constituent atom-souls that have become absorbad in its
own eternal soul-life, as it had absorbed the crystal life-essences be-
fore; and will in tirn be absorbed by and snbordmated to the ruhng
Life Principle in the animal kmgdom R
" By analagous processes the soul of the instinct-animal organlsm
outworks its destiny. by casting aside hundreds of pounds of gross
elements to single puuinds of finer elements that are retained and
_assimilated; and then it resurrects itself into the rational-man form.
Here the visible expressions or outward form-signs of progress
. cease;.but the essential operations, invisible and intangible from the
- beginning, continue nght on.’ Thoughts enter the mind as:crude
‘food enters the stomach ; and thoughts that are of eternal truth are
" assimilated by the soul, ]ust as the needed elements for purposes of
. ‘bodily structure are asgimnilated from the crade food taken into the
stomach: while thoughts that relate only to the animal wants and
sensual propensrtxes rise and decline in vitality and at last perish
with them. - e
Unlawfnl indulgences (using the term.dn’ the spmtual sense) and
- excesses of the ‘animal padsions, are ‘‘ death dances ”—they are im-
molations to the fiends of that which is intended for angeljc environ-
ing‘conditions‘._ The essences of all experiences, represented by cor-
“responding material conditions, are for uses and purposes in states
of higher and purerenjoyments. ~Though love-linked to Archangels,
the human soul is also akin to the lowest, wherefore a solemn re-
" sponsibility attaches to every vibration of atoms it induces. Every
. atom within its radius of influence is there to subserve a purpose
Divine, and Celestial joys. will not be attained until, by wisely sub-
“ordinating the lower impulses to the higher, all movements are in
_harmony with the Divine Will. Terrible is the penalty of allowlng
. the essences of life—preciously. selected and stored as all worth sav-
; ing out of painful years of Iewer-life assrmrlatxons and the raw ma-
) ~terial in the Divine Plan for hrgher structural uses—to flow out and
~ down throngh the foul channels of man- -animal abominations!
Lettered or nnlettered the wise will comprehend us; and our earn-
- ast prayers ‘are given to'the nnwxse, lettered or unlettered, for their
conversxon—therr turning around in the right direction. <
" The notion that life at any pomt in thesé eternal processes,
| *or Yts consciousness, is annihilated, comes from the negative or mat-
M UeIng,’”Wh‘eYe*‘ll is shadowy and misleading. The con-
: sciousness of the crystal is not lost by absorption in the plant—nor
" of the plant by absorptxon in the instinct-animal—nor of the instinct-

- man by absorption in the spiritual ; but in each stage of advance the
- conscionsness of the precedxng expenences are simply ‘held in abey-
'_"ance to; or are suspended under the influence of, the dominating
i| - selfhood of such stage—that is;'so far as it relates to such stage.
. - : This is necessary.to the soul’s distinctive' unfoldment in each
partxcnlar stage. But every soul.securely holds in essence all that
has gone before, though consciousness thereof is dormant in the in-
termediate stages; and as each soul reaches its ultimate of unfold-
ment in the Celestial, all past experiences become-the living subjects
of its kingdom, obeying its, will, and through it the will of the Infi-
[ Tnite, to the end of hlghest realizations of happmess to constxtuents
| ‘and unities of constituents. .
- Thus, having served their uses in holdmg the ark of the soul's
'salvat:on together [individualizing it] while it is bemg carried up
throngh the storms to-the summif of - Universal Love and Wisdom,
‘the bonds of selfishness are severed when tht Divinely rescued and
" preserveddnmates {the different states of consciousness, now harmo-
- miously whified in will-_irnpnlse, while illuminated in all their diver-
sities to the Supremsé or Celestial Understanding] go forth to possess
" and extend . their dominion with Divine sway over & New World.
'~ What is the Highest Principle of causation .or effectuation in
" these creative processes? Ponder that question well, for here, where

. Sunrise for the Spiritual Evolutionist and Involutionist.. Aside from
_-the’. abounding evidences we find in a study of the living natures |
"-around us that the essential principles of life are constantly unifying
from lower into. higher individualizations of character, (man stand-
~ing at the apex of the animal pyramid. as the composite representa-
tive of all below him, and poised for loftier flighits), the science of
:Darwinism itself is based on structural evidences of the same truth,
' apphed by the same reasoning methods; beginning with mmplest
organic forms, it proceeds, by more and more complex combinings,
“until it ultimates in- physical man. The ‘conclusion is inevitable
. that there must be an Overbrooding and -General Directing Power of-
Intelligence to call and carry to its proper place in the line of higher
" destinies each individual, as each completes a lower cycle'of develop-
ment and unfoldment. Infinite God, or ‘All Powers Harmonized
into Unity, is an indispensable support for every form of rational
science. R
t; "~ The reader’s atlention is ‘now invited to the explanation of the
rough diagram below, intended to illustrate the genesis of life, or its
- earliest form-expressions, according to scientific postulates: '

‘The circles respectively represent the Animal, Vegetable, and
- Mineral kingdoms, the primal or first life-cell being centered at the
intersection of the circles; ‘“1,”’ in the mineral circle, stands for the
first manifestation of crystalizing energy, as. shown_ in the simple
cleavage-line\of the stone; “m,” in the vegetable circle, stands for
sponges, the lowest of vegetable orgamsms * ¢, in the animal
. ‘eircle, stands for simple polyps, the lowest of ammal organisms.

* *The fsct that the sponge hes lately been classified as animal does not affect
the argument: the scienllﬂc poatnlnte is that all organlsms branch out from the

primordlsl cell.

| fed.

animal by absorption in the -rational-animal, or man-—nor of the hu-{

' E.'nighl_: closes around the mere Material Evolutionist, it is glorious

-for their escape.

Thus itis sclentlﬁcall\ held that all forms of life branch out and are,
denved frorn a single source. ‘‘The position of the plant-world in
rabk and office,” writes Prof. Alphonso Wood, the eminent botanist,
* ig intermediate. While inferior to the animal in respect to percep-
tion and instinct, it is superior to the mineral in its vitality. Inits
office it constitutes the food and nourishment of the animal, the
vesture and omament of the mineral: world whence alone itself i is
In other words, plants feed on mmerals, animals feed on
plants In descendmg the scale,” he says, ‘ we recognize a grad-
ual approach in the -animal and vegetable kmgdoms to inorganic

.matter, and consequently to each other, go that in the lowest forms

of life all traces of orgu.nization are lost to our 'perceptlon, and the
three kingdoms of nature, like converging radii, apparently meet
and blend in a common center.’ :

Think of platiorm declaimers and materialistic pamphleteers
seeking to suppress 'the voice of msplranon and destroy the natural,
and therefore reasonable, hope of immortality, by appealing to the
assumptions and conclusions -of scientific research and reasoning
_here presented! Where is the evidence of .Infinite Love and Wis-
dom stronger and clearer th t the very initial point of evolution-
ary processes, as fixed by the Materialist himseli? Right here,
where, to his view, the chaogof ‘¢ inorganic matter”’ is encountered

“ the beginning of things,” is presented the most stupendous and
subhme of the evidences of Infinite Wisdom—here the Deific Will~
Power manifests that differentiates the infinitely varying llle-expres-
sions and holds in harmony with its Primal Thought all, from small-
‘est to greatest, thence proceeding. - *

‘NOT- "MERE CURIOSITY.

the earth, 'and the Norwegian navigator and scientist Nor-
‘denskjold reports having found metalic iron and nickel in the snow
at Stockholm in 1871, on the Polar ice, and in the snows of Fxnland
and others claim to have made slmllar discoveries—so it seems as
Mr. Blodgett asserts the Earth “may find feed in its ye ar]y travels ”’
It is not unreasonable to suppose that great cosmical changes, xf
not ‘irreparable 'phy'sihal harm,’’ might result from the canal con-
nection between the two oceans across the Isthmusof Panama.
We ?now that vital or spiritnal changes are taking place these times
such as never. before cccurred on the planet; and ‘we further
know that these renovating spiritual energies will not fail to have,
and that they are having, corresponding effects in material natare.
As the spiritual perception of man is quickened to comprehend the
universal relationship of things, the operatians of nature proceed in
parallel lines—she universalizes téo.- She breaks to pieces to fuse
into greater aggregations. Inall the Paciﬁc seaport cities the forces
stored away s&ons of years ago in the coal measures of nearlyall the
contments are being unchamed in tlre furnaces of industry to be
‘again diffused and dlrected from the Universal Planes.
and other localities that must have been- historic in the 1nfancy of

unknown to the ancients—and their products are going for consump-
tion to most of the commercial éenters, where their dormant forces,
like those of the coals brought together from widely distant quarters,
will be discharged in the 'atmosph‘enfc zones for- ‘other uses-—for the
eternal conservation of all force-is a.stientific postulate., In line with
the same revolutionary movements the oceans are being made to
more’ activity and intimately mingle their waters,.for the ‘spirit-
forces, acting from the Celestial Plane, move all things together,

move thé suns and stars. The ‘human mlgratory movéements are
in accord—the races have. met 1n Western Europe, in America, in
Australia, and they are meeting in theisles'of the sea.
lines of animated nature are likewise migrating and coalescing into

The lower

new and wider life- -spheres, the singing birds ever leaving their
native. forests in the Old World to pour forth thelr spiritualizing
“melody .in the forests of the New World. _All nature pulsates in
sympathy with the aspirations of the hnman soul for Universal
Brotherhood; and the Fraternal- Spmt and ve Nature of the
New Race will reqmre a New World. One is being prepared for the
other, : :

1t Wlu be seen before many months roll away that mere curiosity
has riot brought to the surface the question of the vitality of the
earth. Thought will call forth’though_t on the subject, until, fol-
lowing the general course of scientific investigation, the secret will
at last be given up. The Earth is a li{n‘ng.organism, receiving and

with her children. She will spring forth into beauteous New Life, a
World of Light, carrying forwasd with her all who sre ready for the
charge and leavmg behind the broken and cast-off’ shell for future
redemptxon. : .

Readers will be pleased to know that the first of a series of articles
on this snb]ect will appear in the first issue of the maganne form.

THE DIVINE MANHOOD.

TO the Edltors of THE WORLD'S ADVANCE-THOUGHT:

I “ the spirit world is centering its power here on the Pacific
Sloﬂor a great work *"_with a note of comment by you. It may be
of some interest to yourreaders to learn in this connection that the

grown up within the past few years in the spiritual world, and upon
this Pacific Slope. The name of this city is Urania, from the Greek
word' Ouranos, (Heaven).
one :other excepted, viz., Spiritual Rome, of which it is the spiritual,
a8 it is in a measure the geographical,-dntipode. Urania comprises
the most intensely active, radical and progressive elements in the
spiritual world—political, social, religious, philosophical.. It repre-
sents freedom and progress in all their forms in the future.

Spirit Rome represents the past. It is the reactionary, conserva-
tive, non-progresdve and despotic element in. the ‘spiritual world, as
in this. But its elements are not nearly so active, confident, daring,
so full of zeal, energy, purpose and determination, as are those-that
are concentrating, organizing and preparing for the vast work toward
which the spiritual world is now rapidly moving—the full, final and
complete organization of the Divine Humanity in all its parts, organs,
members and functions, so that it shall become in reality what it
appears to be to the philosophic eye, the great WorLD or RACIAL MAN.

‘The most intense, active and advanced elements of the spiritual
.world have selécted the Pacific Coast for Urania’s location, asit here
‘finds the most, advanced, free, active and spxrrtuahzed forces and
slements to be found any where on the terrestrial plane. The location
is the Tarthest removed from Spiritual Rome, and from that unhappy
condition of chaos, conflict arid war that. everywhere exists in the
Old -World. It is the émbodiment, the crystalization, of those
mighty forces in spirit life that are in intense dnd active co-operation
with the great Spiritual - Sun to bring about the marvelous inspi-
rations that are manifesting everywhere in the domam of mind—the
wonderful forces that are now at work in the social, spiritual, polmcal
and industrial spheres.

This | ip par excellence the Organic Age of Man. All things run to
the organic state.. All the industries in which the uses and activities
of man find-their proper expression are fast losing their individual-
stic nature and taking on their Social-Organic, the more perfect
ultimate form. The vast limbs, organs, members of the Divine
Humanity are taking form and force beneath and within the chrysalis
"of the'old social, religious, political and industrial order. Society is
about to rupture its chrysalis and emerge from the larve into the
Psychic State. It isthe New erhzatron, and will'realize in man’s
terrestrial env1ronment all the forces and essences of the Divine

_Manhood.

This is the Celestial or Holy City which in prophetic vision John
saw ‘‘descending from God out of Heaven.” Forwhat is civilization
but the social, moral, political, industrial and spiritual city that en-
compasses, enfolds, shelters and protects the race? It is the Divine
Ordo, *“novus ordo seclorum.”’ - What is the Divine Ordo? 1t is that

| order of society that obtains in the spiritual heavens—‘‘descending

upon the earth’’ atlast to fulfill in due time. all the hopes, longings
and aspirations of the human heart. And by the great benign law
of the differentiation and perfection of function each one does: that

-] only which he has learned well, and learned to love, havign a ““natu-

ral selection” therefor by the innate law of his own interior being.

Care, hdrdships, poverty, disease and death will be banished
from the earth.- ‘“The last enemy that shall be destroyedis death.”’

What is Universal or Whole-World Soul-Comuiunion but the
Inspired Word—an utterance of that mighty organization. of
spiritual forces, a voice sent forth into all the world to gather up
and bring into conscious unity and harmony of idea, purpose and
action all those ncble souls who are to co-operate with these
grand arlsen souls to bring in the reign of universal peace, love,
harmony “and fraternal indust-y among all mankind, and to in-
augurate the immortal brotherhood of man in all those necessary
uses, nnities, labors, industries and societies - that are destined to
exist among mankind ? ’S. A, MerrmnL, M. D,

. Pomona, Cal., March 29 o :

THE most unbalanced or immature of mental organisms are- un-
doubtedly those who only see insanity, or symtoms of insanity, in
belief in spirit communion. They are like bewildered birds in' a
room dashing against the closed windows when all doors are open

A STROI'lOMERS sdy meteoric matter is-every hour falling upon’

-In Persia,’

suthentic history, oil wells are being opened—their very exiatence:

discharging at the poles, and she is undergoing a New Birth along

NOTICE in your March number a line from the Golden Gate—:

writer of this has been informed from spirit life that a vast city has -

It is the largest city in the spiritual world,

“I1T IS FINISHED "—IN THIS FORM.
HIS is the last issue of T WorLp’s Apvaxce-THovGHT in
this'form. Thirty-five numbers have been issued, extehding
over thlrty-srx ‘months, with one number Jue to. close the -third
volame—which will be furmshed in mugazine form

A feature worthy of specml mentjsn in this “brief, e\entfuJ
history,” is the specially-adapted contributing talent that has been
attracted to the work from all parts’of the globe, bringing to it
fruits of thought and superiorbability' in expression which monev,i
had - we been supplied- therethh, could not have secured The
leading contributors of this pnbhcatmn, though not -one was
known to us at its inauguration, have been spécially mspu‘ed
each in his or her particular field of' thought, to prepare their
offerings for its pages; and they will continue to receive thoughts
by inspiration™to this end; and new instruments of inspiration
will be developed and brought to the work a3 it progresses.

Gince'issning the initial number, on the 5th of ‘April, 1886,
such remarkable chnnges and advances have taken place in the
moral thought of the world as to -impress upon all intelligent
minds the idea of a New Era in the spiritual and social progress
of the race. In our coming was .'aunounced a dispensation of
spiritual truth in advance of what had before been given, for
realization by mankind at large—an influx of Spiritual Light -of
Messianic character, that wonld manifest in' multi:personal ways;
and we foreshadowed the progress and mode of operations of this
‘silent, and to the many- mysterious influence, by saying it would
be present at family boards, in all the ’c’hurches, in- all the social,
political, ‘
and colleges, in editorial rooms, in legrslatne halls,"in international
councili—that in all stations and relationg.pf human life, and in all
lands, it would be the power to check and impel, to plan and
execute, to make triumphs and defeats. The few who are con-
sciously in the Universal Llfe Current, therr number now rapidly
increasing, positively know ‘that soul- -forces . are operating accord-
: They
are touching and commanding "to their purposes,  according to

ing to these forecastings, and with ever-increasing power:

adaptability and fcapacity, instruments in ‘all the relations of
llfe—edltors, poets, educators, statesmen,
scientists, philosophers, and the truest and best of the priesthoods.

"Ont of Thought's interior sphere
These wonders rose to upper air.”

_As we are now given to see, future inspirations will he fuller and
more complete—will be more in line with the thought of Tux Drvixe-
Huyax'

novelists, dramatists,

'cozf'smml\ren. Thus far it has been largely necessary to
consider and treat the spiritual and material distinctively, for the
same reason that the rules of arithmetical calcnlation must be
‘separately learned before they can he applied in practice connect-
The truth is, that the varying degrees of
gpirituality, from and including the material to and including the
Celestial, unify in all things, the grade of unfoldment being the
degree in which consciousness is centered. When consciousness
is ‘centered the
dition of truth is represented, and in - this degree, -ere the
real life has been experienced, the natural conclusion is that it
can-only be realized through the ponderosity.of matter—the perverted
thoughtsbeing thdt immortality of the soul is-an indefinite extension
of sensual e)éperiences.

edly or complexly.

in the material, inversion or negative cun-

(The notion of a restored physical body is.
the offspring of this false conception). -'When consciousness is
centered in the Ce‘lestial, the only truwe and abiding vital principle;
the life is then over and down through matter, the soul swaying it to
its uses and purposes as the physical organs respond to the rnental
impulses under haronious conditions; and in this degree only is the
truth clearly and positively realized that the soul is not beholding to
matter, but is dominant over and through it—that thie whole material
universe is subject to its command accordlng to its purposes and
uses in the Divine Economy, which is to the consciousness absolute
freedom and superlative happiness.

No more sample copies will be sentout. The very fact that there

is no pnbhcahon in the world more liberal and inclusive in spirit than

even of those who lotdly boast ef their liberality of thought, have yet
‘reached the true spiritual plane of mental freetlom. The Light cannot
be forced on individuals.
1t comes.

Those who geek it will appreciate it when

paid, or 25 cents acopy. We will fill contracts at the former rates to
the e\puatlon of pending subscription. '_ S

THE TRUE SPIRITUAL . TEACHER.

HE truth that saves is the truth that is feli; and it is only com-

municable and -transmissible as a silent influence. Neither
words nor actions, in and of themselves, are sufficient to establish
the claim of the True Spiritual Teacher, however commendable one
or both may be. He or she who dnes not know truth as a life expe-
rience cannot plantits germs in the minds of. others; if it is not re-
alized to the inner consciousness, its- verbal expression will be as
barren seed to sterile soil. The qualification .to radiate Spiritnal
Light is a soul-gift—therefore unconferred and unconferrable by man-

There is no real spirit_ual power until this advance-line is reached—
‘until then all is empiricism, doubt, darkness.” We must livingly
realize and use to. the fulfillment of its purpose each stage of soul-
growth before the transportm" joys and trnnsformmg powerr of that

stage can he realized in fullness.-

| Written expressly for THE WORLD'S ADVANCE-THOUGRT]

THOUGHTS ON MYSTICISM.

BY CAROLINE CORNER, OF LONDON, ENGLAND.

,IN his lecture on Mysticism, at South Place Chapel, in connection.
with ¢ Sunday Afternoons for the People,” Mr. W. S. Lilly gave
utterance to some sublime sentiments. Mysticism, as he defined it,

‘is not nonsense, as many maintain, but sense of & higher or the
hichest order; ”” and he might have added, the link that connects
Man with hie Maker. I will hot endeavor to recapitulate in-lan-
guage literal what the lecturer had to say in that one hour’s profit-
able discourse, but if, from memory, I recall a few of the fine ideas
expressed, with- comments and thouohts they gave rise to in my
own mind, I trust I shall not be c-onmdere(l to be trespassing too
much on your valuable space.

““ Various are the channels which lead to the realm of Mysti- |
cism,” said Mr. Lilly, ‘““but each and all of ‘these ascendmg paths,
when followed up faithfully and earnestly,  bring one "to a region
whence a grand vista opens out before one, 'brdndening, expanding
ever, more and more.” And what are these channels or avenues?
‘Firstly, the emotions. Emerson says, ‘‘we are but shadows—until
the heart is touched,’”” True: one can scarcely be said to have lived,
or to live, “‘ until the heart is touched :”” who can give out sympathy
until he or she has felt the need thereof? Love, (not in the kind
man has with the moth and molluse, but in its supersensuous), an-
guish, fear, are powerful to- effect this state of bemg, and having
once felt, one cannot go back—never, for in tlm} supreme moment
the voice within has spoken, that “Deity within,” as Aristotle
called it. Tt ma me about spentaneously, byisome appangntly
outward effect of Nature, as it did, so the lectnrer{nformed us, many
years ago to himself, one sunllt autumn eve, while walking alone in
the “oods—somethmg in sympathy spake to hin, and the thrill of
that new sensation lives forever. All of & poetic dr philosophic tem-
perament have had such experience, and the memnory is alike living
and treasured forevermore. Wordsworth had thisin an’eminent de-
gree, a grand soul at one with Nature and with Nature’s God. Poe-
try is another avenue Wherebv our souls are wafted on winged words
to this realm of Mystrcxsm, as example, the genius of Tennyson,
Keats, Shelley—all poets who deal not in the gross and ph)sxca.l
but in the supersensuous-and spiritual. Art another; not in-the
sense though of mere pastime, vain-glory or worldly aggrandizement—
that being degradation of Art—hut Art asinterpreter and exponent of
God’s wondrous works, Philosophy is a sort of ante-chamber
whence branch these different corridors or routes, for by philosophy
the human mind is prepared for the science.of things super-mundane,
and metaphysics is the junction where science:(as understood of
men) and.the mystical meet. Religion, the outcome of our highest |
aspirations, has its home and kind in the mystical, for *“ the letter
(which is dross) killeth,”” but the spirit survives and knows not de-
cay. Somebody said to me a short time ago, ““ Oh, its all imagina-
tion: only imagination!”  ** And what is imagination ?”’ I replied,
‘¢ Are not all inventions born in the realm of 1mazmatlou" Surely
even 1magmatlon is not to be entirely contemned, if only on that
matter-of-fact, every-day account! What would the great F.dison he
without imagination or power of conception ?”’ ’

But the average man revolves in his own little orlnt as he lives in
and for his 6wn little world, and so to him a knowledge and love of
the sublime, which is Mysticism, is nonsénse, rather than the high- -
est sense—as it is.to Mr. Lilly, and all to )vhom the#* Deity within”’
has spoken. )

-Farrn is consciousness of the Infinite Power of Goorl in our own.
souls to find that which we seek. . ) .

'l‘mf'm is the oil that supplies the lamp of the soul.

fraternal and reformatory organizations, in the schools

this, makes it as pearls under the feet of swine to the many, for few, |

F‘he subscription price of the m'xgaf;he Will be’ $Sa)ehr post' :

established schouls, an(l’precious beyond world-wealth to purchase.’

PENINSULA STATE PAPERS.

- [Written expressly for THE WORLD'S ADVA\CR'Txononﬂ. ‘
IS THE EARTH ALIVE
« BY SAMUEL BLODGETT.

IT is grahf\ ing to me that there is an interest awakening in tlns

subject, for I am looking at it largely from its possible relation ta
human destinies, hoping that the opening up of this vien of thought
will ultimately count for human well-being, as well as prove pleasu-
rable mental. recreation for those who love to- delve into nature’s
‘mysteries. In one respect I.am different from Mr. Collett, not feel-
ing bound to any ancient record, and not caring a pin whether any
new thought harmonizes with it or not. I have no doubt that “‘the
condition of the earth and of man is bound up together,” in a certain
sense and to a certain degree, but not, I think, in the manner
and to the extent-held by him.

Moreover, I see no evidence that man ever fell, as related in bible [
mythology. All reliable historical facts, and all collateral mdlcatlons,
force on me the conclnsmn that man, like every other existénce, be-.
gun at the bottom and has been climing up. The Earth has been’
improving with man, and while I believe that man’s condition has
reacted on the earth, I think it presumable that, as the earth is first
and greatest, it has affected man far miore than man has it. It hardly
stands to reason that the product could be more effective. than the
producer,

There isa kind of analogy between all organized life of which we
have any know ledge. There are also wide differences. - I know of
no way of accouating for certain phenomena connected with the
Eurth" except on the assumption that- (it is a living individual, and.
that supposition does not seem to me unreasonable, therefore I ‘be.
lieve it. But I have not studied the nature of that life much, and
have made no attempt at clasifications.

~The idea that the Earth takes fidurishment through a mouth, like
man or beast, is not a necessary ‘conclusion. Certainly all life is not
continued in’that manner. Some animal life receives nutrition in a
manuner very similar to the vegetable kingdem. All life that.or
‘ganizes crude matter does it through innumetable small suction-
pumps, instead of one large aperture. Besides, ‘we are all very
ignorant on the subject, as a little critical examination will show..
We can see a reason for eating—for the purposes of grow th; but-why
we should eat after our full size is attained, except to supply  waste
from external friction, or why we should eat more while growing
than enough to furnish the necessary material for growth is some-
thing no one understands.

We say that action destroys tissue, thrown off when destroyed as
dead or useless matter, Why should it not be immediately taken
up and reorganized? When it is disorganized it contains exactly the
same constituent elements, chemically considered, that is necessary
to repair the wasted tissue. Why we were not so organized as to im.
medmtely use it over again, and keep on domg 80 mdeﬁnltely, is
a mystery. It.is certalnly very easy to 1mag1ne an orgamzatron
having such power and habit, and  there is nothing more un-
reasonable or wonderful in the idea thanm in the ability to digest
vegetable structure and .convert it into flesh . and blood.
The earth may be built on that plan, for aught we, know to the
contrary. In general we may say that life means the destruction
of other life. We cannot think of a single animal type or indi-
vidual that does not find all its nutrition by that method. If

herbiferous, it takes from the vegetable kingdom; if carnivorous,’
from the animal kingdom; and if omnivorous, from both. - And if
the Earth is a living orgadism, the whole vegetable kingdom
exists by virtue of the same law. The elements of nutrition are
first appropriated by vegetables, taken from earth and air; animals
destroy the  vegetables that they may live; and some animalslive |
on others. But no effete matter eliminated from an organism can be
utilized in that state for nourishment, either by the same or
another organism But its disorganization and decay just fits it
for vegetable food; when it again starts on . its endless
‘round, the ordained circle of life and death. The same elements,
through their various changes, sustain all life. These mutations
may contribute to the nutritive life of the Earth, and it .may
find feed. in its )early travels. If we keep in view the fact that |
nutrition is not the absorption of different- elements "in kind,- but
simply the changing of elementary -conditions, we can easily
imagine various ways that the Earth might be nourished.

to exist in the interior of the Earth. Man has penetrated hardly
more than t rough the skin, =0 to speak, and the idéa that it con-
tinues growing hotter towards the cenier is a supposition, not a
demonstration.. Think how this matter is in the animal orgsmsms
we have inspected.

As I.look into the subject, the evidence is not very. conclnslve
to. me ‘that the earth ever changed its axis. . I am not aware
that the relics of tropical productions have ever beep discovered to-
wards the south pole, to show that the end of the ‘earth must have
once been under such conditions; and such evidence is certainly
necessary before that point can be considered as established.” -

- Suppose we imagine the Earth in its formative condition going-
through a process similar to that of other infant bexngs, occupying &
relatively stationary position, with the north “pole towards the sun,
and that it was at this time that the troplcal animals existed: there.
Then, in the fullness of time, it was released from its embryo
state and swung into active life. When that took place the north
region became frigid so suddenly, and has always remained so in-
tensely cold, as to preserve fresh meat for any length of time.
In its baby waddlings the north temperate zone, or parts of-it, also
became frozen up, and went through the glacial period, so vividly
written on " its eurface; and when its mature motions and cir-
culation became estabhshed the heat of the . Earth in its different
parts became normal and subsisted living things adapted to it.

Or we may suppose the éarth changed it$ axis from. some severe
injury it received, or from the effect of some planetary catastrophe,
of which we have never had the shghtest intimation.

T have an almost reverent tenderness for our Mother Earth, asxde
from the belief which I have that human weal or woe is indissolubly
connected with her, and must run parrallel with her fortanes, and
I think it quite possible that we are able to do her irreparable
physical harm. I suppose I shall be laughed to scorn when I say
I have many times thought of one project with some misgivings—
the Panama Cangl. It would be in close proximity to - the main
artery, and,. though I would not expect any -sensible injury, still
think of the probability. Some years ago Iread a statement that
the - water on the Gulf side stands. higher than on  the other, as
my memory serves ‘me, about fifty feet. If that is really 8o, T
cert‘unlv would not risk the opening of a ship passage.

This article is not an attempt to teach in detail, but simply
to outline possibilities, and awaken thought. - I do not wish any

suggestion - made as embodying my oprmon except. where I have
expressly said so. It is a great subject, and some may feel like
giving it years of attention. -

ONE TRUTH AND ON‘E FLAG.

To the Editor of THE WORLD'S ADVANCE-THOUGHT:

N reading your paper I could not’ but think that it is destined

to accomplish a great amount of good. ‘Thousands of our
brothers and sisters are hungering and thirstingfor just the kind of
food you are providing. We have so long been taught to look:out-
‘side into some far-off place to find_God or Good that it has become a
second nature to do so; but as our needs are made manifest, the
precious truth within us shines forth, revealing the Spirit of. All
Good—a God.  The education of the past has been such as to im-
press on the mind the notion that earth-children are born in in-
iquity and sin, asleep-and lost to all good ;-but as the ages haye rolled
on there has come to mortals a Light that will penetrate all darkness,
and in that Light we are beginning to learn that the kingdom of
heaven is at hand and within us. This was told us by one of ‘our |
best Friend’s’ long &go. A few. faithful ~ ones accepted” his
“teachings, and the world is the better to-day for those poor and des-
pised disciples. The day has now come when the soul of man, the
real man, begins to see and understind theteachings of this good
Friend. Mankind are'at last begmnmg to know that all-pervadmg
Good is a God-gift to all—that not one is common or unclean, but
that all hold in their earthy casket the brlght spark of Divinity.
In the revealing of to-day we can no.longer doubt that the Second
Coming of Divine Good is at hand. The heavens are’ opening and
the angels are ascending and descending, bringing such treasures
that all of earth weigh as nothing in the ‘balance. Incarnate Love is
our Lord and our God. Let us no longer teach our children that
they are full of sin, born so, destined from the beginning to be so;
but, on the contrary, let us teach them that they hold in the em-
brace of their earthly bodies God, all that is Good, and that it is for
them to develop the Divine within until all v.lll feel and acknowl-
edge the power.
If all parents would make 1t their duty to give such teachmgs, in
a very few vears how grand the growth would be! Parents et your
children’s education be to you more than any thing else in life, for
you are the guardian of angelic spmts—clothed in earth’s habili-
ments, but holding within the brlghtest of all]ewels—lmmortal souls'
Go on in your good work! you are reaciNng thowsands whose
souls are in need of such teachings as you-are)giving.  The Church |:
is no longer the all-in-all. - PRogress is breakjfg down all partitions.
‘One gmnd Truth and One Flag will yet. wave over all the earth, for
'all nations will be as one in the glorious day that is dawning.
s ANNIE C. Rann. L
P,iucinnati, Ohio, Marh 20. . .

“I have been much delighted in
> alro in reading the * Shu-

A, C. Doax, Santa Ynez, Cal.:
‘perusing the inspired lines of ¢ E. M. W,;

shan,’ papers.”

K=rer vour thoughts pure, and all vour surroundings will he pure.

Evin cannot affect you unless vou think it. (

| pand and ' strengthen, and we thereby grasp much more’ of the .

:mental sky . hangs like a .pall upon our souls.  Theq

I have this tq say concerning the great heat that is supposed |

[‘Written expressly for Tnn ’Wonn 8 Anvurcl-’rnmu

: HOPE. S
BY ELLA L. MERRIAM.®  * - .
EOPE is to the unfolding spirit what the’ snn is. to. growmg
vegetation. In its healthful glow our faculties: mnltip?j. ex-

beautifal and useful as we travel our earthly pathwtr»and m
contribute from the accumulating treasure to gur feil avplers. .
* Let hope wane or suffer a temporary eclipse,” and : i!arkhess and :
chilling doubts and weakening -fears creep in, snd’ Jnmi;mg

melodiea of pature seem hushed, and passing . events; -

drams, seem only to beat the requiem ‘of départed: anficipations and
prospects. Bat glorious ‘inkiritance of . immortality=-while" “yét in
mortal habiliments know ye this: We have within us
power to not only preserve this creanve ‘this’ sustammg, tlus insplr-
ing. prmclple, but to develop it (ar far beyond our st concep- ©
.tion.” Rich or poor, high or low, learned or nnlsttered, ‘this pure,
bright spark-of infinite glow has been placed within every breast,
that unhappy conditions or circumstances might prove. butshadows to
be ontshone by its superior radiance. Hope is the stimulus for every
accomphshment consciously or "unconsciously applied. It is the
beacon that shines through the darkness of mght above the mnrkv
atmosphere of lower conditions.

For you it ehines, and you alone. can protect and preserve it.
When the tempests war, when the dark waters of trouble surge high
and threaten .your peace of mind and health of body, keep your
spiritnal eye upon this Divine Light ; it will never fail you unless you
neglect and foreake it. If the organ of hope is deficient, don’t be’ dis-
couraged and give up to dispair, but begin at once the work of culti-
vating it, and I am sure the effort will speedily bring fruit.

.0 Hope!. ‘bright Hope! star of our earth. night! we prize thee!
we cling to thee! we would dispair- without thee! Shine on! Shine
even more brightly in the interior realms of our souls, that we may
not only escape much suffering and needless disaster, but that. the
bnghtest, broﬁest and ‘happiest realmg of this hfe may be revealed
to us for' our en)oyment and unfoldment, “for individual and

mutaal blessings, to brighten as we advance forever‘
. Los Angeles,{Cnl., March 27,
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