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The Seeker is Rewarded 

Conclusion 

Affirmation

BELOVED PERFECTOR:

In  your l a s t  L esso n , S p i r i t u a l  F o u n d a tio n s  f o r  D a ily  L iv in g , we were shown 
how th e  fo u n d a tio n s  f o r  tr iu m p h a n t l i v i n g  a r e  made a v a i la b l e  to  u s ,  and i t  i s  my 
hope t h a t  you have d a i ly  u sed  th e  A f f irm a t io n ,  " I  w i l l  l i s t e n  to  th e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  
s p i r i t ;  I  w i l l  seek  alw ays th e  h ig h e s t  and th e  b e s t . "

I f  you have n o t done so , th e n  p le a s e  r e a f f i r m  t h i s  th o u g h t ,  in  m e d ita t io n  
w ith  me, a s  we now b e g in  o u r s tu d y  o f  "F o u n d a tio n s  f o r  F a i th " .

- 0 -

Man a t  h i s  b e s t  needs h e lp  beyond h im s e lf .  The s t r o n g e s t  o f  men lo o k  up
ward a s  w e ll  a s  inw ard  and o u tw ard . T h is  a re a  o f ou r th in k in g  i s  o f te n  c lo u d ed .
As M ilto n , a lm ost b l i n d ,  lo o k e d  th ro u g h  th e  s to r i e d  windows o f  a c a th e d r a l  and 
saw o n ly  a f a i n t  l i g h t  s h in in g  th ro u g h , so i t  i s  t h a t  many o f  us see  o n ly  dim ly 
when we t r y  to  p ie rc e  th e  m y ste ry  o f  G od 's n a tu re  and w orks.

The se a rc h  f o r  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  G od 's  n a tu re  i s  u n iv e r s a l .  As S a b a t ie r ,  
th e  em inent F rench  p h ilo s o p h e r  e x p re sse d  i t ,  man i s  in c u ra b ly  r e l i g i o u s .  In  
s e a rc h in g  f o r  th e  e t e r n a l  th e  h ig h e s t  churchm an and th e  hum blest se e k e r  k n e e l t o 
g e th e r .  I t  i s  p a r t  o f  G od 's  p la n  t h a t  th e  m ost le a rn e d  p h ilo so p h e r  h a s  no avenue 
to  T ru th  w hich i s  no t a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  e a r n e s t  p i lg r im  who h a s  a s in c e re  d e s i r e  
i n  h i s  h e a r t  to  know Him.

D if f e r e n t  t i t l e s  a r e  chosen  when a d d re s s in g  th e  D e ity , b u t  th e  q u e s t i s  
th e  same, w hether th e  name A lla h , Jehovah , G rea t S p i r i t ,  o r  J e s u s  i s  u se d .
E f f o r t s  have been  made by c e r t a i n  in d iv id u a l s  and n a t io n s  to  s t i f l e  th e  r e l i g i o u s  
n a tu re  o f  man, b u t th e y  have alw ays f a i l e d  and th e y  alw ays w i l l  f a i l .  T here i s  
som eth ing  deep in  th e  n a tu re  o f  a l l  o f  u s  t h a t  makes u s  want to  know th e  D iv in e ,
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and which makes u s  know t h a t  we need a power beyond th e  human.

P eo p le  o f  ev e ry  age have  s tru g g le d  to  know more ab o u t God. D avid o f  o ld  
r e f l e c t e d  som eth ing  th a t  i s  i n  a l l  o f  us when he  c r i e d :  "As th e  h a r t  p a n te th
a f t e r  th e  w a te rb ro o k s , so p a n te th  my so u l a f t e r  th e e ,  0 God." C e n tu r ie s  l a t e r ,  
A u g u stin e , a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  s t r u g g le  w ith  th e  e v i l  f o r c e s  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  d e c la re d :
"For t h y s e l f ,  0 God, th o u  h a s t  c r e a te d  u s ,  and o u r h e a r t s  know no re p o se  u n t i l  
th e y  r e s t  i n  th e e ."

D a n ie l W eb ste r, a g ia n t  i n  i n t e l l e c t ,  was a s  humble i n  w orsh ip  a s  he was 
proud on th e  p u b lic  p la tfo rm . When he was a sk ed  to  name h i s  m ost sub lim e th o u g h t ,  
he answ ered : "The th o u g h t o f  God and my r e l a t i o n  to  H im ."

R obert G. I n g e r s o l l  gave h i s  l i f e  to  a c ru sa d e  d e s ig n e d  to  r i d i c u l e  f a i t h  
i n  a D iv ine  B e in g , b u t when he  s to o d  b e s id e  th e  g rav e  o f  h i s  b e lo v ed  b r o th e r ,  he 
c r ie d :  "Hope saw a s t a r  and l i s t e n i n g  lo v e  h e a rd  th e  r u s t l e  o f  a w in g ."  W hatever 
man i s ,  o r  w herever he may b e ,  he s h a re s  w ith  a l l  o f  hum anity  a d e s i r e  to  know 
God.

T h is  q u e s t  i s  y o u rs .  In  y o u r n o b le r  moments you f e e l  an  in te n s e  d e s i r e  
to  know more ab o u t th e  C re a to r  and S u s ta in e r  o f th e  u n iv e r s e .  The a s s u ra n c e  o f 
t h i s  L esson  i s  t h a t  you can  b o th  seek  and f i n d .  I t  i s  G od 's  w i l l  f o r  you t h a t  you 
sh o u ld  know Him, and r e c e iv e  from  H is  hands th e  wisdom and s t r e n g th  by w hich you r 
l i f e  can  be tra n s fo rm e d .

B oth an  open mind and an  open h e a r t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i f  you a r e  to  g a in  th e  
g o a l you a r e  s t r i v i n g  to  re a c h .  Keep in  y o u r mind th e  th o u g h t t h a t  o th e r s  have 
made th e  jo u rn e y  to  f a i t h ,  and have reac h ed  t h e i r  g o a l .  As you b e g in  th e  s tu d y , 
remember th e  a n c ie n t  words w hich have a co n tem porary  u rg en cy :

"IF  WITH ALL YOUR HEART YOU TRULY SEEK HIM, YOU 
SHALL SURELY FIND HIM."

L et th e  P ra y e r  t h a t  fo llo w s  be th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  y o u r hopes and d e s i r e s :

-  0 -  

PRAYER

G rac io u s God, I  bow b e fo re  th e  m y ste ry  o f Thy C rea
t i v e  G re a tn e ss  and Thy Power. I  want to  know Thee 
b e t t e r .  I  e a g e r ly  d e s i r e  more o f  Thy T ru th . Give 
me s t r e n g th  to  p u t a s id e  ev e ry  w eakness t h a t  b l i n d s  
me to  Thy P re s e n c e . May I  w alk  th e  p a th  t h a t  w i l l  
le a d  me to  a f u l l e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  T hee, and o f  Thy 
W ill f o r  my l i f e .  Then g iv e  me s t r e n g th  t h a t  I  may 
go fo rw ard  i n  Thy w ays. I n  J e s u s ' name. Amen.

-  0 -

THE ROADS TO GOD I t  i s  h e lp f u l  f o r  u s  to  c o n s id e r  th e  d i f f e r e n t  roadw ays men 
ARE CLEARLY DEFINED have t r a v e le d  in  t h e i r  q u e s t to  know God, and th e  r e v e l a 

t i o n s  o f  H is  n a tu re  t h a t  have a p p e a le d  most e lo q u e n tly  to
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th e  h e a r t s  o f  men. The c ry  o f  one 
h im , "C anst th o u  by s e a rc h in g  f in d

Our id e a s  o f  God change w it 
im p o s s ib le ,  to  d e f in e  th e  D e ity  i n  
t h a t  c h a r a c te r iz e d  p r im i t iv e  p eo p le  
and lo v e  mean l i t t l e  to  darkened  mijni 
awaken f e e l in g s  o f  re v e re n c e . As 
h an d icap p ed  by th e  e x p re s s io n s  t h a t  
c e n te r  i s  everyw here and whose c i r c  
f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  M o se s- lik e  God 
R e a l i ty  o f  our a d u l t  y e a r s .  Our f i  
a s  a com panion o f  Adam i n  a g a rd en  
s e e in g  Him i n  th e  form  o f  a human t  
le a v e  u s  b e w ild e re d  when we t r y  to  
e r  o f  th e  v a s t  u n iv e rs e  i n  w hich we

o f J o b ’ s f r i e n d s ,  when a t r i p l e  d i s a s t e r  b e f e l l  
ou t God?" i s  s t i l l  th e  c ry  o f  m i l l io n s  o f men.

h th e  p a s s in g  y e a r s .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  no t 
w ords. T here i s  a re a so n  f o r  th e  i d o l  w orsh ip  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n c e p ts  such a s  t r u t h ,  b e a u ty , 
d s ,  b u t sym bols o f  such e t e r n a l  v e r i t i e s  

jur th o u g h t o f  God expands we f in d  o u rs e lv e s  
a r e  p u re ly  m a te r i a l .  He i s  a B eing  "whose 

um ference i s  now here ."  T here i s  a v a s t  d i f -  
o f  ou r e a r ly  ch ild h o o d  and th e  U ltim a te  
r s t  B i b l i c a l  p i c tu r e  o f  God r e p r e s e n t s  Him 
a t  e v e n t id e .  Moses spoke to  Him f a c e  to  f a c e ,  
e in g .  These p i c tu r e s  a r e  h e l p f u l ,  b u t  th e y  
r e l a t e  such a B eing  to  th e  C re a to r  and  S u s ta in -  

l i v e .

Our knowledge o f  God h a s  be 
many g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s .  The 
b u t i t  i s  th e  one f a i t h  t h a t  g iv e s

Let us begin by considering 
of the other religions of mankind. 
The followers of Mohammed extend hi. 
is still much to admire in this fai 
religion. These followers are also 
prayer, and bow to Allah five times

en e n r ic h e d  by th e  l i v e s  and te a c h in g s  o f 
C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  i s  n o t th e  o n ly  r e l i g i o n ,  
u s  our h ig h e s t  c o n c e p tio n  o f  God.

the insights that have been central in some 
Islam emphasizes God's ruling sovereignty, 

s kingdom by fire and the sword; but there 
th, which is growing faster than any other 
referred to as Moslems. They believe in 
each day. Temperance is observed.

The God of the Moslems, however, is small by Christian standards. Allah 
has no quality of mercy, no willingness to forgive. Nor is he the constant 
source of power for daily needs. He is far removed from those who worship him.

Buddhism i s  a r e l i g i o n  o f  
l i f e ' s  c a n d le  b u rn s  o u t ,  i t s  flam e 
p a t ie n c e  and k in d n e ss  o f  th e  C rea tb  
deep p i t y  f o r  th e  p o o r and th e  need; 
m ajo r s in s :  s e n su o u sn e ss , a d e s i rb
th i n g s .  The supreme g o a l o f  th e  fi. 
human d e s i r e s  a re  c o m p le te ly  suppr^

l e g a t io n ,  w ith  no hope o f  th e  h e r e a f t e r .  When 
i s  gone f o r e v e r .  T here i s  no co n cep t o f  th e  
r ,  no r does i t  in c lu d e  any c h a l le n g e  to  f e e l  
y .  Buddhism te a c h e s  t h a t  th e r e  a r e  th r e e  

f o r  im m o r ta l i ty ,  and a c ra v in g  f o r  m a te r ia l  
i t h  i s  to  e n t e r  N irv an a , th e  s t a t e  i n  w hich a l l  
s s e d .

The p h ilo so p h y  o f  C onfucian ism  in c lu d e s  more e t h i c s  th a n  r e l i g i o n .  Many 
o f  i t s  te a c h in g s  p o s s e s s  g en u in e  besauty. I t s  fo u n d e r ,  C o n fu c iu s , d id  a g r e a t  
d e a l  to  encourage r e s p e c t  f o r  a n c e s t r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  dead .

iI
The w orld  w i l l  f o r e v e r  owe a d eb t o f  g r a t i t u d e  to  Ju d a ism , f o r  i t  was 

Judaism  w hich gave m ankind i t s  f i r s t  c o n ce p t o f  one God, and th e  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  
a l l  men. I t  i s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  who gave u s  th e  id e a  o f  human b ro th e rh o o d  
have o f te n  been  t r e a t e d  a s  o u tc a s t s .  Jew ish  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  a u n iv e r s a l  a p p e a l .  
The songs o f  Moses and D avid c o n tin u e  to  i n s p i r e  men i n  e v e ry  g e n e r a t io n ;  th e  
p ro p h e s ie s  o f  I s a ia h ,  J e re m ia h , Amos and Hosea c h a l le n g e  a l l  o f  u s  to  e t h i c a l  
co n d u c t and s o c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

H induism  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  ô " many b e l i e f s ,  some n o b le  and some deg rad ed .
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I t  i s  perm eated  w ith  id e a s  o f  demons and d e v i l s .  T here  i s  b e a u ty ,  how ever, in  
i t s  c o n c e p tio n  o f  G od 's immanence, o r  p re se n c e  ev eryw here . R a b in d ra n e th  T ago re , 
th e  renow ned p o e t o f  H induism , was one o f  th e  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  f i g u r e s  o f  t h i s  
c e n tu ry .  So , to o ,  was G handi. B oth  o f  th e s e  d is t in g u is h e d  men o f  f a i t h  demon
s t r a t e d  th e  manner i n  w hich H induism  te n d s  to  a b so rb  th e  v a lu e s  o f  o th e r  r e l i 
g io n s .  B oth  owed a g r e a t  d e b t to  th e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .

You can  l e a r n  a g r e a t  d e a l  ab o u t God from  r e l i g i o n s  o th e r  th a n  y o u r own. 
Most o f  a l l ,  you w i l l  d is c o v e r  t h a t  th e  q u e s t  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  
D iv ine  i s  u n i v e r s a l . A ll  men have i t .

You can  be g r a t e f u l  t h a t  you have grown to  m a tu r i ty  i n  th e  s tre a m  o f 
th o u g h t t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  n o b le s t  c o n ce p t o f  God m ankind h a s  e v e r  
known. Do n o t r e g a rd  t h i s  t r e a s u r e  l i g h t l y .  Use e v e ry  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  add  to  y o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  C re a to r  and  S u s ta in e r  o f  a l l  
l i f e .

- 0 -

THE NATURAL WORLD The German p h ilo s o p h e r ,  Immanuel K an t, d e c la r e d  t h a t  th e  
REVEALS HIS GREATNESS two g r e a t e s t  p ro o fs  o f  God a r e  th e  s t a r r y  heavens and th e

m o ra l o rd e r  i n  man. You may be im p re sse d  by  y o u r sm a ll 
p la c e  i n  G od 's u n iv e r s e  when you c o n s id e r  t h a t  you a r e  one o f  o v er th r e e  b i l l i o n  
p e o p le  on t h i s  sm all p la n e t  w hich i s  c a l l e d  th e  E a r th .  B u t, th in k  beyond t h a t  to  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  e a r t h  i s  o n ly  one o f  n in e  p la n e ts  o r b i t i n g  th e  su n , w hich in  i t 
s e l f  e q u a ls  1 ,3 0 0 ,0 0 0  w o rld s  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  one on w hich  we l i v e .  Then th in k  o f  
th e  sun  a s  o n ly  one o f  th e  two b i l l i o n  s t a r s  i n  th e  g a l a c t i c  sy stem  o f  w hich we 
a r e  a  p a r t .

We a r e  moved to  awe when we c o n s id e r  t h a t  we a re  o n ly  one t h r e e - b i l l i o n t h  
p a r t  o f  o u r l i t t l e  w o r ld , w hich i s  i t s e l f  o n ly  one tw o - b i l l i o n t h  p a r t  o f  G od's 
known u n iv e r s e !  The m agnitude o f  th e  av e ra g e  s t a r  e q u a ls  t h a t  o f  one th o u san d  
w o rld s  such  a s  ou r own. Such s t a r s  a re  so  numerous t h a t  an  ad d in g  m achine, 
c o u n tin g  one each  seco n d , would r e q u i r e  sev en  hundred  y e a r s  t o  com plete  th e  t a s k .

One s t a r ,  B e te lg e u s e ,  i s  tw e n ty - f iv e  m i l l i o n  t im e s  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  sun .
Nor i s  t h a t  a l l .  Our g a l a c t i c  system  i s  o n ly  one o f  two m i l l i o n  known sy stem s.
The two hundred  in c h  te le s c o p e  on Mt. Palom ar b r in g s  know ledge r e g u la r ly  o f  o th e r  
sy stem s h e r e to f o r e  unknown to  man.

The human mind i s  u n a b le  to  co n c e iv e  o f  c e l e s t i a l  d i s t a n c e s .  Compared 
to  th e  s iz e  o f  ou r known u n iv e r s e ,  th e  p r o je c te d  f l i g h t  o f  a s t r o n a u t s  to  th e  moon 
i s  no more th a n  a row boat c ro s s in g  a sm a ll pond. A stronom ers t e l l  u s  t h a t  l i g h t  
comes from  th e  moon in  one and t h r e e - t e n t h s  s e c o n d s , and from  th e  sun  in  e ig h t  
m in u te s  and n in e te e n  seco n d s . By co m parison , th e r e  a r e  o n ly  t h i r t y  s t a r s  whose 
l i g h t  r e a c h e s  u s  i n  t h i r t e e n  v e e r s  o r  l e s s .

The o r d e r l i n e s s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  im m ensity  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  awes u s .  T hat 
i t s  c o u n t le s s  i m i t s  sh o u ld  move w ith  c lo c k l ik e  p r e c i s io n  aw akens our c o n s ta n t  won
d e r  and in c r e a s in g  r e v e re n c e .



Such c e l e s t i a l  harmony demands th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  a d i r e c t i n g  
Mind. Who can  be so in s e n s i t i v e  a s  to  f a i l  to  m arvel a t  th e  
p e r f e c t  w orking o f  G od 's law s a s  th e y  a r e  ev id en ced  i n  th e  
n a tu r a l  w orld? We can  reck o n  th e  tim e  o f  s u n s e ts  and sun
r i s e s  a th o u san d  y e a r s  from  now w ith  p e r f e c t  a s s u ra n c e , know
in g  th a t  G od 's law s a r e  dep en d ab le .

H a l l e y 's  comet l a s t  ap p ea red  in .-1910. We. a r e  to l d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be seen  
a g a in ,  i n  New York C ity , on June 3 , 1985* a t  3:14- P.M. Who d o u b ts  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
f a i l  to  meet i t s  sch ed u le?  Each day we w atch th e  s e t t i n g  sun w ith  c o n fid e n c e  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  a r i s e  a g a in  when m orning comes. Such p r e c i s io n  i n  th e  w orking o f  
th e  law s o f  n a tu re  canno t be th e  r e s u l t  o f  b l in d  ch an c e , b u t c a l l s  f o r  a Supreme 
I n t e l l i g e n c e .  T here canno t be i n t e l l i g e n c e  a p a r t  from  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and th a t  
p e r s o n a l i ty  we c a l l  God. I f  you a r e  s e n s i t i v e  to  th e  D iv ine  f o r c e s  a t  work in  
y o u r w orld  you w i l l  w ant to  c ry  w ith  th e  P s a lm is t ,  "The h eavens d e c la re  th e  
g lo ry  o f  God, and th e  firm am ent show eth h i s  h an d iw o rk ."

The g r e a tn e s s  o f  G od 's work i n  n a tu re  i s  n o t o n ly  re v e a le d  i n  c e l e s t i a l  
w onders. J u s t  a s  th e  te le s c o p e  g iv e s  u s  a g lim pse  o f  H is  g u id in g  power i n  th e  
o u te r  u n iv e r s e ,  so th e  m icroscope  e n a b le s  u s  to  see  th e  w orking  o f  t h i s  power in  
o th e r  a r e a s  o f  our common l i f e .

We a r e  to l d  t h a t  a g la s s  o f w a te r  p o s s e s s e s  enough e n e rg y , y e t  u n re le a s e d ,  
to  d r iv e  an  ocean  l i n e r  a c ro s s  th e  A t l a n t i c .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  one f l a s h  o f  l i g h t 
n in g  em its  enough e l e c t r i c i t y  to  p ro v id e  power f o r  a c i t y  o f  f o r t y  th o u san d  p eo p le  
f o r  an  e n t i r e  y e a rI  We a r e  l e f t  b r e a t h le s s  when we c o n s id e r  th e  un tap p ed  power o f 
God t h a t  i s  a v a i la b l e  to  u s .

E nergy o r  p h y s ic a l  fo r c e  i s  what moves th e  w o rld . Thus f a r  c o a l ,  o i l  and 
gas have su p p lie d  m ost o f  th e  power t h a t  man h a s  been  a b le  to  h a rn e s s .  In  t h i s  
g e n e ra t io n  we have e n te re d  th e  a tom ic  e r a .  Uranium 235 p o s se s s e s  f i v e  m i l l io n  
tim e s  th e  power o f  c o a l and th r e e  m i l l io n  tim e s  th e  power o f g a s o l in e .  We a r e  
p ro n e  to  th in k  man i s  c le v e r  b ecau se  he h a s  h a rn e s se d  t h i s  f o r c e .  A w ise  and 
th o u g h t fu l  app roach  to  l i f e  sh o u ld  e n a b le  u s  to  a c c e p t t h i s  c u r r e n t  m ira c le  a s  
a n o th e r  ev id en ce  o f  G od 's c r e a t iv e  pow er. The atom  i s  no l e s s  an  ev id en ce  o f  H is 
w orks th a n  i s  th e  o r d e r l in e s s ' o f  th e  s t a r s !

On ev e ry -h an d -y o u  a r e  fa c e d  w ith  d e m o n s tra tio n s  o f  a w ise  and 
generous I n t e l l i g e n c e  a t w o r k  in  y o u r w o rld . S u re ly  you w i l l  
n o t be so f o o l i s h  a s  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  i t  a l l  happened by chance!
I f  you r mind h a s  b een  awakened to  T ru th  you can n o t a v o id  b e in g  
moved to  w orsh ip  and to  p r a i s e .

- 0 -

THE MORAL ORDER Immanuel Kant d e c la re d  t h a t  th e  m oral o rd e r  i n  man, a s  w e ll
UNDERGIRDS HIS WISDOM a s  th e  s t a r r y  h eav e n s , r e v e a ls  th e  n a tu re  o f God. What i s

i t  t h a t  makes a man t r a v e l  a c ro s s  a c o n t in e n t  to  r i g h t ,  
i f  p o s s i b le ,  a wrong done many y e a r s  b e fo re ?  I t  i s  th e  m oral o rd e r  a t  w ork. What 
i s  i t  t h a t  d r iv e s  men to  d e s p e r a t io n  when th e y  come to  th e  end o f  a m issp en t l i f e ?  
I t  i s  th e  m ora l o rd e r  o f  man. The C aesa rs  o f th e  e a r th  f a l l ' t r a g i c a l l y ,  and i t s  
N apoleons d ie  i n  e x i l e .  So, e v e n tu a l ly ,  do a l l  who s c o rn  G od 's la w s.
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H is to ry  co n firm s ou r f a i t h  t h a t ,  th ough  wrong be f o r  a moment on th e  
th ro n e ,  and t r u t h  f o r  a w h ile  on th e  s c a f f o ld ,  T ru th  w i l l  t r iu m p h l T h ere  i s  a 
m oral o rd e r  i n  th e  u n iv e rs e  and God s t i l l  r u l e s ,  th ough  c lo u d s  som etim es o b scu re  
H is  fa c e  a s  th e y  o f te n  h id e  th e  h ig h e s t  m oun ta in  p e a k s .

The mosque o f  S a in t  Sophia i n  I n s ta n b u l  ra n k s  i n  b e a u ty  and sp le n d o r  
w ith  th e  g r e a t  ch u rch es  o f th e  w o rld . B u i l t  by th e  Emperor J u s t i n i a n  i n  th e  s ix th  
c e n tu ry , i t  was a C h r i s t i a n  Church u n t i l  14-93 when Mohammedans c a p tu re d  th e  c i t y  
and made i t  a mosque. Every  a tte m p t was made a t  th e  tim e  to  remove a l l  p a in t in g s  
o f  C h r i s t 's  l i f e ,  and even th e  c e i l i n g  was g i ld e d  to  remove th e  sc e n e s  d e p ic te d  
t h e r e .  B ut a s tra n g e  th in g  h a s  happened th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s .  On th e  tympanum o f 
th e  ap se  th e r e  was p a in te d  n e a r ly  f o u r te e n  h und red  y e a r s  ago a p i c t u r e  o f  C h r is t  
on a th r o n e ,  w ith  a k in g  k n e e l in g  to  la y  h i s  crown a t  th e  M a s te r 's  f e e t .  Y ear 
a f t e r  y e a r  t h a t  p ic tu r e  h as  been  g i ld e d  and r e g i ld e d  by Mohammedan command, and 
y e t  i t  a lw ays r e a p p e a r s . The hand o f  man c a n n o t p e rm a n en tly  d e s t ro y  i t .  F o r a 
tim e i t  i s  h id d e n , and th e n  i t  comes back  to  l i f e l

T h is  i s  a p a ra b le  o f  th e  manner i n  w hich th e  law s o f  God a r e  o f te n  r i d i 
c u le d  and n e g le c te d .  Y et th e y  can n o t be ig n o re d . I t  i s  f a s h io n a b le  i n  some p sy 
c h o lo g ic a l  c i r c l e s  to  d e c la r e  t h a t  c o n sc io u sn e s s  o f s i n  i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  b a r r i e r  to  
h a p p in e s s ;  t h a t  men would be r e le a s e d  from  bondage i f  o n ly  th e y  d id  n o t have f e e l 
in g s  o f  g u i l t .  The f o o l i s h  endeavo rs  o f  th o s e  who w ould d is p a ra g e  h o n e s ty , p u r i t y ,  
and l o y a l ty  m ust in e v i t a b l y  end in  f a i l u r e .  T here  i s  a sen se  o f  r i g h t  a t  th e  h e a r t  
o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  N oth ing  man can  do w i l l  e v e r  e f f a c e  i t ,  f o r  i t  i s  God a t  work in  
H is  w o rld .

The m y ste ry  o f  G od 's n a tu re  and w orks a r e  com prehended a s  r a p id ly  a s  we a r e  
a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  them . We som etim es wonder w h eth er we a r e  y e t  re a d y  f o r  some o f  
th e  w onders o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  and o f  human n a tu re  w hich have b een  r e v e a le d  to  u s ,  
f o r  we a r e  b u t  i n f a n t s  i n  H is  s ig h t .

A l l  around  u s  and w ith in  u s  th e r e  a r e  e v id e n c e s  o f  th e  work o f  an  Unseen 
Hand. We may f a i l  t o  re c o g n iz e  them , b u t th e y  a r e  th e r e  j u s t  th e  same. As th e  
atm osphere  around  u s  i s  f i l l e d  w ith  th e  sounds o f  m usic s e n t o u t by th e  ra d io  
t r a n s m i t t e r ,  so th e  w o rld  around  u s  i s  f i l l e d  w ith  n o te s  d iv in e ,  and w henever we 
tu n e  in  we can  h e a r  them .

Be a l e r t  to  th e  D iv ine  p ro m p tin g s w i th in  you . God 
i s  a v a i l a b l e .  He can  be known. You a r e  n ev er l e f t  
w ith o u t H is  w itn e s s .
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GREAT SOULS SHOW T here  i s  no o th e r  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  th e  l i v e s  o f  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i -
WHAT GOD IS  LIKE d u a ls  e x ce p t t h a t  G od 's hand h a s  to u ch ed  them  and c o n t r ib u te d

to  b u i ld in g  them  in to  w hat th e y  a r e .

A s tu d y  o f  h i s to r y  shows th e  D iv ine w ork ings o f  a C re a t iv e  Mind. In  th e  
f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  men w ere bogged down. I t  was tim e f o r  som eth ing  to  happen  to  
hum anity  when Columbus was prom pted to  s a i l  i n  s e a rc h  o f  a new w o rld . As h i s  
f i r s t  a c t ,  on re a c h in g  la n d ,  Columbus o f f e r e d  th a n k s  to  God. He was co n v inced  
t h a t  G od 's  hand was i n  h i s  m iss io n .



Roger Babson t o l d  o f  a v i s i t  to  a S o u th e rn  A m erican c a p i to l  and o f  th e  
q u e s tio n s  p u t to  him  by th e  head  o f  th e  governm ent. "Our c l im a te " ,  he s a id ,  " i s  
a s  s a lu b r io u s ,  o u r s o i l  i s  a s  f e r t i l e ,  ou r r i v e r s  a s  numerous a s  y o u rs . Our moun
t a i n s  a r e  packed  w ith  e q u a l ly  r i c h  m in e ra ls .  And y e t  you to  th e  n o r th  e x c e l u s .  
Why?" Then he added , " I  know th e  answ er. The men who f i r s t  went to  N orth  A merica 
w ere i n  se a rc h  o f  God, w h ile  th o se  who f i r s t  came h e re  w ere in  s e a rc h  o f  g o ld . 
T h e re fo re ,  God h a s  b le s s e d  more ab u n d an tly  th o s e  who t r i e d  to  se rv e  Him."

The in s p i r e d  and d e d ic a te d  l i v e s  o f  th e  h e ro e s  o f  ev ery  age p o in t  to  a 
D iv ine  Hand a t  work in  th e  u n iv e r s e .  We see  th e  p rom ptings o f God’ s s p i r i t  i n  
a c t s  o f  h e ro ism , and in  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  r e s e a r c h .  I f  you a r e  awake to  th e  r e a l i z a 
t i o n  o f  H is  law s a t  work i n  y o u r mind and h e a r t ,  God can  g iv e  f u r t h e r  r e v e l a t i o n s  
o f  H is  co n ce rn  f o r  men th ro u g h  you . You w i l l  be  en ab led  to  know Him b e t t e r ,  and 
o th e r s  w i l l  be e n r ic h e d  by th e  w itn e s s .

The h ig h e s t  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  God i s  found i n  th e  p e rso n  o f J e su s  C h r i s t .  
C h r is t  s a id  o f  h im s e lf ,  "He t h a t  h a th  seen  me h a th  seen  th e  F a th e r ."  I t  was 
Clement o f  A lex an d ria  who d e c la r e d ,  "God, th ro u g h  C h r i s t ,  became l i k e  man, t h a t  
man, th ro u g h  becom ing l i k e  C h r is t  m igh t become l i k e  God."

I f  you d e s i r e  to  know what God i s  l i k e ,  s tu d y  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  J e s u s .
I f  you a r e  an x io u s  to  know th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  God tow ard  th e  h u ng ry , w atch Je su s  
fe e d  th e  f i v e  th o u sa n d . I f  you wonder what i s  th e  re sp o n se  o f  God to  c h ild h o o d , 
see  J e su s  a s  He b le s s e s  th e  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n .  I f  you w ish  to  know G od 's r e a c t io n  to  
m an 's  s o c ia l  n e e d s , lo o k  a t  J e s u s  a t  th e  w edding f e a s t .  I f  you lo n g  to  know th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  God tow ard  th e  e v i l  i n  you r l i f e ' ,  l i s t e n  to  J e su s  sa y , "N e ith e r  do I  
condemn th e e .  Go, and s in  no m ore ."  I f  you a s p i r e  to  know what God th in k s  o f  
governm ent, h e a r  J e su s  sa y : "Render u n to  C aesar th e  th in g s  t h a t  a r e  C a e s a r 's ,  and 
u n to  God th e  th in g s  t h a t  a r e  G o d 's ."  The a t t i t u d e s  o f  God tow ard  H is  c h i ld r e n  a r e  
p e r f e c t l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  l i f e  and te a c h in g s  o f  J e s u s .

The New T estam ent p i c t u r e s  th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  God in  J e su s  o f  N aza re th  i n  
te rm s t h a t  a t t r a c t  th e  i n t e r e s t  and a d m ira tio n  o f  men in  v a r io u s  w alks o f  l i f e .
To th e  k e e p e r  o f  f l o c k s ,  He i s  th e  Good S hepherd . To th e  fa rm e r , He i s  th e  Sower 
who went f o r t h  to  sow. To th e  b o t a n i s t ,  He ' i s  th e  L i ly  o f  th e  V a lle y  and th e  Rose 
o f  S haron . To th e  g e o lo g i s t ,  He i s  th e  Rock o f  A ges. To th e  a r c h i t e c t ,  He i s  th e  
F irm  F o u n d a tio n . To th e  g a rd n e r ,  He i s  th e  T rue V ine . To th e  s tu d e n t and t e a c h e r ,  
He i s  th e  G rea t T ea ch e r. To th e  a s tro n o m e r, He i s  th e  Sun o f  R ig h te o u sn e s s , a s  
w e ll  a s  th e  B r ig h t  and M orning S ta r .  To_ th e  p e rso n  who i s  s tu m b lin g  in  d a rk n e s s , 
Jesus. _is._the L ig h t o f  th e  W orld. To. th e . one who. i s  h u n g ry , He i s  th e  B read  o f  
L i f e .  To th e  man or"woman who i s  i l l ,  He i s . t h e  G rea t F h y s ic ia n .

C h r is t  r e v e a le d  God a s  a U n iv e rs a l F a th e r ,  and a l l  men a s  H is  p o t e n t i a l  
so n s . No o th e r  name f o r  th e  D iv ine  so a p p e a ls  to  f i n i t e  man a s  God th e  F a th e r .
God th e  C re a to r  and God th e  E te rn a l  Judge o f te n  seem to o  f a r  away from  where we 
l i v e .  B ut when we th in k  o f  God i n  te rm s o f  F a th e r ,  heaven  and e a r th  a r e  drawn 
c lo s e  to g e th e r .

Do n o t m iss  t h i s  h ig h  p r iv i l e g e  o f  knowing God a s  He was seen  i n  C h r i s t .
He w i l l  n o t t h r u s t  H im se lf upon yo u . F in d in g  and knowing Him i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  y o u r 
need and d e s i r e .  Leigh  Hunt p a in te d  an  im m orta l p ic tu r e  o f  C h r is t  a t  th e  d o o r, 
where He s ta n d s  and knocks i n  q u ie t  w a it in g .  A c h i ld  once asked  h i s  f a t h e r  why 
th o s e  in s id e  d id  n o t answ er th e  knock ing . When th e  f a th e r  h e s i t a t e d ,  th e  c h i ld
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s a id :  " I  know why they  d o n 't  l e t  Him in i  They a r e  down in  th e  c e l l a r  and can n o t
h e a r  H is  v o ic e ."

We a r e  o f te n  i n  th e  c e l l a r s  o f  ou r lo w er s e lv e s .  T here  th e  v o ic e  o f  God 
canno t be h e a rd .

From a s p i r i t u a l  s ta n d p o in t ,  many o f  u s  spend o u r l i v e s  on th e  l e v e l  w here 
God rem a in s  unknown, f o r  H is  v o ic e  i s  drowned o u t by s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o r  m a te r ia l is m . 
I f  we a re  a l e r t  and e a g e r ,  we a r e  a b le  to  h e a r  H is  v o ic e ,  and know H is  e t e r n a l  lo v e  
a s  seen  i n  C h r i s t .

-  0 -

THE SEEKER T here  i s  a te c h n iq u e  i n  w inn ing  t h i s  v i c to r y .  I t  dem ands, n o t so 
IS REWARDED much a c t i v i t y  and s t r u g g le ,  a s  a c c e p ta n c e  and f u l f i l l m e n t .  The l a t e  

Dr. R ich a rd  C abo t, an  em inent p h y s ic ia n  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry ,  s a id :
"There i s  a te c h n iq u e  i n  f in d in g  God. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  r e l a x .  Throw y o u r s e l f  in to  
th e  arms o f  God. Any h u n te r  w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t ,  when l i s t e n i n g  f o r  game sounds by 
day o r  n ig h t ,  you m ust be a t  once r e la x e d  and c o n c e n tra te d .  O v e ra n x ie ty  w i l l  f i l l  
y o u r e a r s  w ith  im ag in a ry  n o is e s ;  la c k  o f  c o n c e n tr a t io n  w i l l  d e g e n e ra te  in to  drow
s in e s s .  To th e  h u n te r  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  moose b o th  a r e  a l i k e  f a t a l  to  s u c c e s s .  I t  i s  
th e  same w ith  th e  eye s t r a i n e d  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  a d i s t a n t  o b je c t .  I f  th e  eye m uscles 
beccune r i g i d  th e  eye w i l l  n o t fo c u s . So w ith  th e  s o u l when l i s t e n i n g  f o r  ' t h e  s t i l l  
sm a il v o i c e ' ;  you m ust be  c o m p le te ly  r e la x e d ,  b u t  no t drow sy; p e r f e c t l y  i n t e n t ,  b u t 
w ith  an  open , a lm o st v a c a n t m ind. Lying f l a t  upon y o u r bed  w ith o u t a p i l lo w  in  th e  
e a r ly  dawn i s  a method i n  common u s e .  Many o f  u s  have found  h e lp  by fo llo w in g  t h i s  
p l a n . "

The method you fo llo w  in  th e  q u e s t to  know God may d i f f e r  somewhat from  th e  
one Dr. Cabot s u g g e s te d . You may r e l e a s e  y o u r te n s io n  and a c q u i r e  a r e c e p t iv e  
a t t i t u d e  w h ile  w a lk in g , in s te a d  o f ly in g  s t i l l .  Or you may sen se  G od 's p re se n c e  
most - c le a r ly  w h ile  busy  a t  some r o u t in e  t a s k .  I t  i s  no t th e  p o s tu r e  t h a t  i s  im por
t a n t ,  b u t an  a t t i t u d e  o f  e x p e c ta t io n  com bined w ith  c o n fid e n c e  i n  G od 's c o n t in u a l  
co n ce rn  and g u id a n c e . W hatever method you d e c id e  to  u t i l i z e  i t  m ust be b u i l t  upon 
a g enu ine  d e s i r e  to  know God, and upon a w i l l in g n e s s  to  "w a it on th e  L o rd "; t h a t  
i s ,  to  open y o u r mind and h e a r t  to  th e  p ro m p tin g s  o f  G od 's  s p i r i t .
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CONCLUSION

As you se a rc h  f o r  God you w i l l  f in d  Him in  th e  w onders o f  th e  U n iv e rse , 
i n  man a t  h i s  b e s t ,  and m ost o f a l l  in  th e  p e rso n  o f C h r i s t .  The seek in g  i s  f o r  
you to  u n d e r ta k e , and th e  f in d in g  i s  G od 's g i f t .

L i f e  h as  more m eaning when God i s  a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  y o u r th o u g h ts  and a c t io n s  
e v e ry  day . You w i l l  grow in  knowledge o f  you r H eavenly  F a th e r  when your s p i r i t  i s  
e a g e r  and read y  to  r e c e iv e  H is  r e v e l a t i o n s .

- 0 -

AFFIRMATION

R ecogn iz ing  t h a t  I  need v i t a l  f a i t h  i f  I  am to  l i v e  
a t  my h ig h e s t  l e v e l ,  I  am d e te rm in ed  to  seek  ev e ry  
o p p o r tu n i ty  by w hich I  may know Him b e t t e r .

B le s s in g s ,

Your I n s t r u c t o r .
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