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3eloved Centu:ion : 

In this seri es o~ lessons we 
are di scussing t he i~portance of 

finding your goal i n life and proceed
i ng to achi eve it, ·.vh i ch is t he reason 

we have cal~ed it REACni .B FOR THE STft~S . 

We have t a 11-<:ed aoout the i mportance of decid
ing ;vhat it i s you want from life and proceedi ng 

to get it; in the l ast lesson, we t old you t hat nothing 
is i mpossible of achievement. I feel t hat ~ we shoul d 

stress more the importance of t he motivat ion behind your desires 
t he use you i ntend to make of your achievement, once you have 

Since you became a :Aayan Preceptor long ago and a Mayan Minister, i t i s 
natural for us to assume that your motive would be always a good one, and t hat when 
you realize your ambition , you will use your gains to be helpful to others; t hat 
you woul d never use it for other t han good . 

I n other wor ds , we feel that , as a !Ra.yan Minister, you are always reaching 
for that -;vhich is wort hwhile, such as good health, success i n a fine a mbi t ion , 
successful endeavor to help someone who needs your help , perhaps a job which deals 
with good public works; - t here are any number of fine ambitions . Perhaps your 
great desire is to be more useful i n the world, a burning eagerness to be someone 
worthwhile , and to be recognized for what you do . All of t hese t hi ngs have to 
do with MOTIVATION AND USE, which is the t itle of t his lesson . 

There mus t be a motive for everything man does and desires t o do . The 
well-known writer, Henry Ward Beecher, said, 11God made man t o go by motives and 
he will not go without t hem any more t han a boat without steam or a bal loon with
out gas . 11 

Your motive is import ant, so, a s you meditate on t hat ·:1hich you desire, 
and are trying to reach, be sure that your motive i s of the best, and t he use 
which you want to make of your achievement is beyond reproach . 

.Lay it in the hands of God, as you "reach for your star 11 • Remember t hat 
nothing is impossible. Repeat the wor ds of t he following prayer as you pr epare 
for the wor ds in your lesson: 
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Heavenly Father, my vision has traveled £ar along t he r oad 
of possi bi l ities f or my life and wor k . 
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Let me never again hesitate before the question of possibili ty , 
but onl y before the questions of wisdom and right . 

Amen . 

TH E SAFEG U ARD 0 F -A 0 T I V E 

E have tried to make it clear that the question of possi bilit y i s no real 
barrier , since so many t hi ngs once considered i mpossible were not impos
sible at all. But t here are certain considerat ions to which v1e should 

give attention as safeguards to our wor!c and ourselves. They do not mean t hat we 
could not move along certain l i nes , but t hat if we go certain ways we shall not 
regret it and if we go certain others we shall . They are not barriers but safe
guards. 

One of them is t he matter of mot i ve . No matt er ho\'J good a course of action 
may appear, it is not really good unless the motive behind it is worthy . An appar
ently good deed done for a base , selfish, or dishonest purpose will not turn out 
to be a good deed . Henry Van Dyke spoke well when he wrote : 

11These four t hings a man must do, 
If he would keep hi:s record true: 
To think without confusion clearly, 
To love hi s fellow men sincerely , 
To act from honest motives purely, 
And trust in God and heaven securely . " 

A deed or a course of action well motivated is like a person well born. 
It has a good lineage , a genealogy of whi ch it need never be ashamed, a her editary 
line t hat will help to give it quality that will hold it steady and insure the 
worth of its results. 

Now and then in order to accomplish a really good purpose we have to ap
praise our motives. Now and then to carry out a motive we have to act indirectly . 
We may have to begin in a way t hat will not be understood, but that is better than 
doing what will be praised now and questioned or actually condemned later . 

A decision t o adopt a possibly profitable program should be motivated by 
somet hing more t han mere self-enrichment. I f your motive is to gain possession 
of resources with which to do good you will receive your share, but your motive 
may not be understood till others begin to reali ze your purpose. 

You need not feel obligated to explain your motives to all and sundry, 
but be sure you understand them yourself. In the f irst place, t hey are the concern 
of no one who is not personally involved . In t he second place, all just and i n
telligent people will see and understand them i n time . 



But within yourself the quality and nature of your ~otives matter very 
much . You should examine them minutely and completely, for t hey are some of your 
safety belts. You should subject them t o every test you know . You should not be 
deceived about t hem, so you will not have to start all over agai n, anci so you -:Jill 
not have a horde of rebrets to plague you . 

There i s one great and conclusi ve test to apply . Is your ~otive 
love? That is the fulfilling of t he law , the one thing t hat never 
fails. Though you err and wander , love will bring you bac!:. . And 
t hough you ma...l<e r:ri.st akes, love ·:rill help you set t he:J right . 

S A ? E G 0 A rt D 0 ":<' u s !:J 

::.z seco:1d safeguardin€ condition ·:re :1eed to a}:'pl;:r a~:: ~<eep a_r:;plying to 
any cbosen course o: action is t:.se . The learning o: any ne·:r skill, ·:1ork, 
interest, advance , or the reva=ping of old ones, nust oe just;~ied sooner 

or later by the use to ·:1hich it i s put. The proof of an act is in the doing . 
:Sven t his kind of a tree is 1-r..nmm by its .:ruit . ~fien do not ~ather grapes from 
thorns nor figs from thistles. 

Anything is as good or as bad as the use to ~vhich it i s FUij . A drug may 
be a poison or a cure . A vehi cle may be a conveyance or. a killer . A fr i endship 
may be a blessing or a curse . A genius may be used to achieve success or r uin . 
There is where lies the line bet"71een good una evil . 

Suppose you are going into a business or a s i deline to the one you now 
carry on . You can conduct it in sue~ a way as to help the puolic and strengthen 
the community t hrough employment, or you can conduct it on the level of mere exploit
ation . By t he first choice, you benefit yourself and others, and vice versa . 

Suppose you win a public office . Its possi oili t i es :-ange all the ·.vay fron 
rendering the public a great service to being a corr upt polit~cian . It ~ill be as 
much of a help or hurt to others , and therefore to you, as you have the conscience 
and courage to make it. Unless you are determined, i n spite of pressures and cir
cumstances , t o make the office a public trust , flee the t hougit of seeking it. 

Suppose you plan to venture into the f i eld of journalism or author shi p. 
Remember that t he pen can be used to do great harm or great good, t hat t here may 
be more immedi ate money and public notice in using it for bar~ though not in the 
long run, and t hat the ·Nay you use it wi ll react upon your c-:-:n spirit . Shall it be 
honest authorship or a racket? :aoth possibilities will be before you . How wi ll 
you use your skill? 

Suppose you are going to do some teachi ng or more extensi ve P. T.A. wor k . 
You know that the education of the young , how it is carried on, and what comes out 
of it , are crucial in t he life of our nation . Consi der no starting point save 
genuine interest in the good of the young, of t he L~tegrity of our country , and t he 
future security in body and soul of the human race . 

Suppose you are going to undert~l{e some ·new religious acti vity . Even t hi s 
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can be wrongly done and used . Do not do it for any superfici al or temporary pur
pose, but only for the advancement of t he kingdom of God . 

Suppose you are just going t o undertake a plan of personal upgrading at 
home or where you v10rk, something t hat perhaps only you will know about. Keep it 
humbl e and sincere. Consecrate t he benefits t o wort hy ai ms . Whatever you do , this 
i7ill always help you to feel that your choi ce was a wise one, a s t he farmer feels 
about t he season's wor k when he goes out on an autumn day and looks at peaceful 
acres, contented stock , full bi ns , and a happy home . 

THE S U PRE ME EX A M P L ·E 

ET us no~o take a look at t he world ' s supreme l ife for the greatest and 
best demonstration of all t his - t he example of the life of the Master. 
He sai d t hat all power had been given to him . Let us notice briefly how 

he used it. 

The story of his tempt ation is t he st ory of all temptations, a search for 
t he weak spots in human character, a process to show v1hat he woul d and would not do 
with the resources and possibilities at his command . He refused to turn stones 
i nto br ead t o feed only himself . He ref used t o seek cheap publicity by doing a 
foolish, though spectacular, t hing . He refused to transfer hi s all egiance f rom 
good to evil even for a moment, with all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of t hem f or his pay. He needed all the t hings that were offered, but he proposed 
to get them rightly or not at all . 

That last night in the garden he allowed himself to be t aken and started 
on t he road to the cross when he could have called legions of angels to his defense . 
To have defended himself would have been to defeat his larger purpose. He had to 
show t hat hi s i deals and purposes were worth dying for, and t hat he believed in 
them enough t o do it . To have sidestepped Calvary would have been easier for t he 
moment, but t he world would have had to k eep looking for someone by t he pattern of 
whose life t o try to l ive. It could not have found one in a weakling and a coward . 

All this and other instances t hat might be mentioned show that Jesus , 
t hough he appreciated the material blessings and joys of life , rightly gained and 
right ly used , and though he often made them available to those in need, had an 
ultimate purpose in living f rom which he would not allow t he casual or superficial 
t o deflect h i m. He refused to allow t he powers of destruction to get him off t he 
track by turning him into a fairy t ale character. 

He was working for a kingdom in which people would not have t o obtain 
their bread by magic . He was building an order t hat would st and by its own integ
rity and prevail by its own rightness, and not be st art ed by t he winds of human 
favor nor s t opped by the lack of t hem . He was looking to a world in whi ch t he 
material things and values would have their places , but not be t he "be all" and 
the 11end all 11 of life . He was wor king on t he principle t hat the t hings we so fond
l y desire, seek, and wor k for, the treasures and baubles alike for which we spend 
our l i ves in t he soul1 s marketplace, are never any better t han the motives wit h 
which t hey are sought and t he uses to which they are put . 



Keeping this in mind as we build our lives would take a great deal of the 
poor material and workmanship out of the lives of both ourselves and society. It 
would make us all truly richer because it would ruL~e our possessions and privileges 
more real, dependable, and lasting. 

Jesus undertook a great and heroic adventure, and carried it out on the 
basis of truth and genuineness. That was why his reach for t he stars was not in 
vain and why it gave him such titles as The Morning Star and The Sun of Righteous
ness that rises with healing in his wings. 

D E D I C A T I 0 N 

talent is a reservoir of power we carry through life with us. Any concen
~~ trated power can be directed to the constructive, deflected to the destruc
~ tive, carelessly handled and allowed to explode, or just t hrown away. 

Each of us must recognize t he fact t hat an ability is an asset or a liability , 
possibly even a potential danger, and use the utmost care concerning it. 

There is a way to keep an ability safe and make sure that its use will be 
constructive and satisfying. ~nat is to dedicate it, give it to God, offer it on 
the altar for holy (wholesome) use . 

We dedicate monuments, and temples, and homes. Why not dedicate talents? 
To do so, and keep the pledge faith~ully, would safeguard the gift. It would also 
encourage its constant development and a growing happiness in its use . 

This very thing is done in the case of a minister of the gospel when he 
is ordained. He is honestly believed to be answering a call from God to be a herald 
of The Name, and his time, strength, talents, training, and loyalty, are being 
publicly dedicated to that purpose. The memory of that solemn moment of consecra
tion remains with him throughout his life and helps him to hold steady when he is 
tempted to waver, surrender, or compromise. 

Why should not something lL~e that be done for anyone's life and for any 
new start he may be moved to make at any time to make that life more effective, 
useful, and satisfying? It need not be a public rite in every case, but there 
should somewhere along the way be solemn moments of inward personal dedication of 
what one is, has, and can do, to filling his God- appointed place . 

Have we any right to assume that there is a divine call to the gospel 
ministry and not to any other good work? Are not we all especially suited to some 
particular task that needs doing, and to special programs we might undertake from 
time to time to make ourselves more valuable to the ages? •If we feel i nclined to 
undertake something good and worthwhile is there any reason for not supposing this 
feeling to be The Voice spe~~ing on the slopes of a new Mount Horeb from a wayside 
bush that burns, yet is not consumed? 

Many years ago a young man was walking on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washing
ton. He was there attending a religious conference in which President Woodrow 
Wilson had sat the previous evening , and he had just left the White House where 
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t he President hac just recei ved t he gr oup. The conference had inspi:ed hi m and had 
laid something 0:1 his heart. He had had some journalistic and wri t ic''lf experience. 
I n the silence o: his t houghts he was offering it to God i n dedication . It has been 
followed by many years of happy , dedicated effort to serve t he kingdom i n t hat way . 

You may have felt some such challenge i n t he f ield of your own abilities . 
Dedicate it, and it will multiply t he power and meaning of your life . It is one 
way - your way - o: reaching -for t he stars . Reaching ·will e2:tend your power, and 
dedication will extend it yet more . 

REACH B lJ T B E WORTH Y 

E are well aware that t he above sub-title means what may appear t '? be too 
much. We ought to be worthy to dedicate ourselves to any t ask of i mpor
tance, but of course t he word worthy is a large order. It i s surely not 

too large, however, when we remember that we are talking about reaching for stars. 
That is a large order, too. That is what makes it challenging . 

We can at least do our best to make our work worthy if we do it wit h 
faithful and loving care. But how shall we go about making ourselves worthy to 
do it, knowing t hc.t this is what it take s to keep us true to our trust? 

Fortunately worthiness is not the i mpossible t hi ng it may seem. It is 
not a fixed term, but a relative one, and the world i s theref ore often mistaken about 
what it requires . In the sermon on t he motu"1t Jesus referred t o two men , an honor-
ed pharisee and a despised publican, who went t o t he temple to pray . The pharisee 
made a bol d prayer of self- praise, while the publican only bowed his head and mur
mured, 11Goa , be mericful to me, a si..rmer • 11 The 1\tlaster said it was he who went back 
to his house just-i f'ied because his was a prayer of humble love and true faith . 
The worthy man was t he one who made the least pretention . 

There is also the story of t he widow ·who came with t hose offering generous 
sums t o t he temple treasury . She cast in only one of the lowl i est of coins, yet 
hers was the most worthy gift made that day , partly because it was all she had and 
partly because i t was given from her heart. 

Sometimes a family pet will come in holding i n its mouth some utterly 
worthless thing and, t hinking it has made a rich f i nd , lay it proudl y at the f eet 
of a favorite mem":Jer of the househol d . How grateful any unaerstanding heart woul d 
be, knowing t hat love makes any gift and i t s gi ver worthy. 

A father had a married daughter who l oved to offer him gifts . She and 
her husband had a temporary f i..r'lancial struggle, and her inability t o gi ve nice 
tokens of her affection troubled her mind, t hough constantly assured t hat it was 
not necessary . One day when he was at her home she shyl y l a i d i n his hand a trin
ket , the cost of which had been very slight. She had before and has since gi ven 
him many valuable things, often more expensive t han he would have her give; but 
it is that little inexpensive trinket t hat he keeps in hi s treasure box and l ooks 
at now and t hen T.ith a floodL~g heart. I t is the slightest thing she ever gave , 
yet it is the dearest gift of all because it was the offering of a persistent love . 



The worthiness had nothing to do with the pr ice mark. 

You can see the point . We e.re not made worthy by any excellence we have , 
or seek , or pretend ; but by t he love and sLDcerity t hat motivate us. Our gifts 
and our service are not made worthy by price or appearance, but -'JY the devotion 
of the heart that brings t hem . 

That will ~~e your step on eith er an old road or a neTt one safe . Take 
the step, but be worthy; and you will be worthy if your moti ve i s honest love. A 
quatrain on a flyleaf of Henry Van Dyke's Story of the Ot her Wise W~n is worth a 
thought here, 

1~o seeks for heaven alone to save his soul 
Jlft.ay keep t he path, but will not reach the goal; 
While he who walks ; n love may wander far, 
Yet God will bring him where the blessed are . 11 

SUPPOSE 

HIS is going to be a rather regrettable section of our lesson, but it 
is a very important one . Its t heme i s , suppose all t he advancements we 
have made in culture, science, and invention, had been and were noTI wholly 

devoted t o helpfulness and good, what a wonderful world we would be living i n even 
now~ 

Many of t hem have, of course . Great advances i n healing are saving count
less l i ves and saving countless hearts from sorrow every year . Improvements in 
the convenience of l iving and the expediting of l abor are blessing our homes and 
our wor king conditions , improving our pr oduct ion and our products , and ~~ing liv
ing and working safer, easier , and mor e pleasant, all t he time . But there are 
some points in our progress where the blessing is not an unmixed one . 

The motor car is a very great asset in modern life when fast and easy 
transportation is really needed , but it is a heavy liability t oo . It makes t he 
t r ansportation of liquor and dope as easy as that of medi cine and food . It enables 
criminals to evade the l aw by crossing boundary lines, or to evade capture by 
speedy getaways. Suppose the automobile wer e used only for the good of our people. 
How quickly could the richness of living be doubled ~ 

The airplane is the fulfillment of an age- long dream of man. It is a won
derful thing t hat anyone bent on an errand without reproach can board a plane on 
one coast after dinner in the evening and have bre~~ast on the other side of the 
continent next morning . 1t is a wonderful thing that mail and relief can be moved 
qui ckly where it is needed. But the airplane i ntensifies all the wrong uses to 
which t he motor car can be put, including the i ncrease of t he facility of destroy
ing life in both peace and war. It is not a good si gn that death in a flaming 
cr ash has come to be considered as commonplace . Our soUls are suffering damage, 
and our civilization is threatened . Suppose all t his were used only for the good 
of man.~ind ~ 
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1o7i co:-:~e a2.1 t he results of our having .::'ound out hoY: much o.::' the energy 
of an ato:-:1 c~D oe ~eleased and hoiT matter can be turned into ene~gy capaole o~ 
rendering the racs co~~tless g~eat services , but also capable of aestroyL~g it . 
We have had bat t o: these possibilities demonstrated, out the ma):imum demonstration 
is yet to come . S·.:ppose t hat demonstration woulC. be one of blessing ana helpful
ness v1hen it does come , anc suppose all t he myriaci possibilities of nuclear fission 
and atomic chain ~eaction nere dedicated v1holl;r to making life svreeter and better t 

In t hese "-!lei othe:::- 11 supposesl1 and the spirit and motives t hat should 
actuate them may lie t he wonderful thing we call t he kingdom or the nev;- worl d . 
Suppose these and ot~er blessings had been dedicated to t he good of God 1 s child
ren from the begil1.ning , or that it \'Tere done now and faithfully carried out . I t 
v;ould soon carry us a long way toward the wonderful time when tears would be dried 
and sorrow and sigi::.ing flee avray while t he sun shines on a nev1 and happier world . 

CONCLUSIO . 

• 

N t he letter to the church at Philadelphia in the third chapter of t he 
Book of Revel ation the risen Christ dictates through St. John t his rL~ging 
admonitio:1 , 11Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man take thy crown . 11 

In these lessons we have been trying to set fort h the higher and wider 
possibilities of life for ~~yone, including you, who will reach for the stars , or 
in other words, w~o 'I'Till aspire higher than his demonstrated ability and seeming 
possibility, and thus enlarge his abilities by t he effort. 

It is possible for us to do t his because God has made us largely masters 
of our ovm grm;tl: . We choose for ourselves what height s we will attempt and 
whether and when we v:ill succeed or fail. 

This r ecalls t he fact that in t he first chapter 
named, we are re~inded t hat we are of God 's royal l ine . 
A crown of power and decision has been given each of us . 
tion day . Guard your crown, and let no man take it . 

of t he same booY. already 
ne has made us ki ngs . 

You have had your corona-

You hol d your own s cepter over your personal life and its past and 
future . Did you rt:.le your past well? If so , be grateful and try to rule tomorrov:
better yet . If not, noVi is the time to dedicate yourself to be a wise and benefi
cent sovereign . 

If you do less than your best , or if you turn to t he vrrong use anything 
t hat has been given you for good , or if you fail to use whatever influence you 
have to induce the human race to make halloTied use of God 1 s blessings and not 
use t hem to lower their quality of living, or mar this lovely r10rld, or harm each 
other , you Viill be letting your enemies t ake your crown . 

Hold fast the distance you have gained, the good you have received, t he 
objectives you have attained, the i mprovement you have made , and t he power for 
right you have built up . It is from t hese you must go forward . Know how perma
nent is the loss of those who let their foes overturn their thrones and shatter 



t heir kingdoms. 

The children of a king must t~~e t heir royalty serious: y . True regality 
does not disgrace its power and squander its inheritance . It uses t hem to up
build its standing and extend its beneficence. 

Be deaf to those ·:rho tell you not to take yoursel: ser:..ously . In t he 
sense of self- respect, regard for one 1 s good name, and the wisi:: to be known as a 
contributor to the good of mankind , one cannot t ake h~self too seriousl y , but he 
can easily fail to take himself seriously enough . 

Many years ago a hi gh school youth who had fe~ advantages made some kind 
of a special effort. It was new and strange, and he di d not feel satisfied v1ith 
it; but some older friend thought it showeci some possinility, tnat it ·:1as at least 
a beginning , and said, 1'Hi tch your wagon to a star . 11 

That ol der friend has long since passed on, aut his 77ords live in memory . 
The youth, now old himself, is still trying to get his ·;1agon hitched to that star. 
The star is elusive, but as he keeps following it up, he at least gains distance . 

•• • and so will you, if you will keep trying, and let ~oman t~~e your 
crown. We have too many instances of that not to be sure . 

M E D I T A T I 0 N 

Above the sounds of the clash and dri ve about me I hear the 
call of a voice like music telling me to be and do my best . 
To t hat I keep reaching on as t o a star . 

YOUR CLASS INSTRUCTOR . 
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