








































































































































El. VEHICuE FOR 

TNE OF TI1E0.50PI1ICI-1L OPINION.5 AND .. -
ISSUED by direchon and uuder the authority of the British Section of the Theosophical Society in Convention, for free distriblltion 

to all members paying full :llltllI<l1 sllbscriptiOt:. Members of hnulches wilt receive couies through their officers. The Theo
sophical Society is not responsihle for any statemellts contained herein unless set forth iu an official dOCltmellt.-BERTRAM KEIGHTLEY, 
General Secretary. 

All readers are cordially il1\'ilen to send iu questiolls, ans\vers to qnestions. opinions, and noles upon theosophical sUhject:;:. All 
c::>tnmunicatiolls should be written plainly and Oll one side of the pnper only, and addressed to the editor, 2g, Albemarle Street 
Londo1J, \V. For unsigned paragraphs the editor is persolJally responsible. 

VOL XIII. LONDON, JUNE 1, H)O+. N9.11. 

Edited by BEI{TEAM I\EIGHTLEY. 

THE CONVENTION. 

The Fourteenth Annual Convention of this Sec
tion (the second under the title of" British Sec
tion") will be held in London on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, July 1St, 2nd and 3rd. 

On Friday afternoon, July 1st, an informal re
u-ption of delegates and mell1bers will be helel at 
28, Albemarle Street, from 3 to G. 

On Friday evening, July 1st, at 8.30 p.m., Mrs. 
Besant will deliver a lecture in the Large Queen's 
Hall, Langham Place, \V., entitled" Is Theo
sophy An ,\nswer to the Bishop 
of London." 

Admission free, by ticket only. I<eservcd seals, 
55.,25. 6d. anll IS., to be obtailled frolll !lIe Theo
sophical Pul,lishing Society, '(,1, New Bond 
Street, \V. Special tickets will he provicled for 
delegates lu the COllvention, who slicJIIld apply to 
tbe General Secretary. 

The COllvention will Illeet for husiness in the 
Small Uueen's 1 fall, Langhalll \'1., on 
Saturday afternoon, July 2nd. fllr. A. I'. Sinllelt, 
the Vice-l'resident of the Society, will take 
chair at 2. IS punctually. The agenda paper for 
this meeting is issued to members with this nUIl1-
her of TIlE VAHAN, and it will be seen t!tat besides 
tlIe usual husiness there are several speciallllatters 
to be dealt with. 

On Saturday evening at 3,30 a meeting for 
cussion will be held in the Small QlIeen's Hall. 
Several suggestions have been received in answer 
to the request in the May VKIHN and have been 
considered by the Executive Committee. As the 
'result they have decided that the following shall 
form the subject of disclIssion:-

"\Vhere teachings differ-as differ they fre-

ljilently l1lust ill matters outside ordinary human 
experience -it seems desirahle, in a Society like 
Oilrs, (hat each statemcnt should he frankly 
recog:niscd and Illade room for ungrudgingly. 

" Thc tendency, of course, is othen\·ise I-to at
(elllpt to pass on as correct only one of two or 
more conflicting assertions. This is natural; hut 
it is unsound in principle and will he found 
impossible in the long rlln." 

Several memhers are being invited to begin and 
continue the discllssion, which will afterwards he 
open to the meeting. 

On Sunday afternoon, at 3, by the kind iIl\·ita
tion of lVTr. aud fllrs. Faulding, deleg:ates :tnd 
members are invited to meet in the garden at their 
house, 53, \Varrington Crescent, flbida Vale, \V. 
Sillce the departure from Avenue I?oad, the lack 
of a garden for social in(errollrse has becn greatly 
fc:it and tlte kindness of Mr. and fllrs. Faulding 
will therefore he greatly appreciatecl by memhers. 

On Sunday evening at 7, there will l,e a public 
lI]("ding of the Convention in the Small Queen's 
11;111, at which l'vIr. Mead will speak on "The 
Chmch Universal" and Mrs. Besant on "The 
(-;reat Brotherhood." 

A 11 delegates (except Presiden ts of Branches 
present in person) and proxies shollld bring their 
credentials in writing. Branches are reminded 
that they may send one delegate (in addition to the 
President or his representati \'e) for each twenty
five members. 

All Branches should send in Cl correct list of 
their members at least ten days before the Con
vention for the revision of the registers. and the 
Reports of the Branch Secretaries should be sent 
at the same time. 

With this issue of THE the account of 
receipts and expenditure and the Convention 
agenda are sent to members. 

KEIGIlTLEY, 

GCIleral Secretary. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHEME, 

On behalf of the British Committee I heg to 
thank all those who have so cordially co-operated 
in the above scileme. Thanks to their help the 
British register is now practically re.1.dy, and it is 
hoped that by or short I y after the Congress the 
foreign sectional registers will be ready also. Due 
notice of the "inter linking," when arranged, will 
be sent direct to each correspondent. 

ALFRED I{. ORACE. 

36, Hawthorn JUL, Chapel Allerton, Leeds. 

DONATIONS TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FUND. 

The following donations have been received lly 
1\Iiss Spink: ?,Irs.1\Iiller, [I; Mrs. I\irkman, 105.; 
1\1r. F. Ze)ssellheill1, IOS.; 1\lrs. Millnett, 105.; 

Louisa Shilw Trust Fund, [3; Miss M. Slllith, 
[2 25.; ;\Iiss Sharpe, IOS. Total, [K 2S. 

ACTIVITIES. 

Dissolution of Branch. 

The Secretary of the Chiswick Branch has noti
fied me that the Branch has now ceased to exist 
and its Charter is therefore cancelled. The Branch 
was one of the oldest in the Section, but the meet
ings bad of late been poorly attended and it was 
therefore decilled to discontinue. 

Meetings will, however, he held occasionally at 
Adyar Studio, Flanders I{oad, and the late Secre
tary of the Lodge, 1\1rs. Cox, will act as Secretary 
of the CLiswick Centre. 

BERTl;/'~1 KEIGIITLE\', 

GCIlcral S'ccrc!ary. 

New Centre. 

. A Centre has heen formed at Coventry, Mrs. 
Nevill, Elmhmst, q'), Foleshill Hoad, acting as 
Secretary. Drawing-roolll Illeetings are held 
periodically and on Friday evenings it meeting for 
st\ldy is held at the aho\'e address. 

IlE j{Tj{A~1 1\ E1GlITLEV, 

GeNeral Secretary. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been received to 
l\lay 20th: H.; IS.; S. A, E" Ss.; J. X., £6; M. 
A. N., i1 ; A. G. B., [2; J.13., Ss.; 1. H., £2; G. 
H., IS.; E. T., [+; O. G.,2s.6d.; L. C. B.,£20; 
c. H., £5; G. P. K, [555.; P. '1'., £2 2S.; E. 
A. n., [6; 1<:. R. l\IcN., 55.; G. E. T., [I ; W. 

E. F., IOS.; T., 2S. ; F. lVI. M. R, i1 : H., [I 19s.; 
]. Q., i1; M. C., IOS.; K 11. P., 19s, Total, 
[(j [ (is. 6d. 

Section Reference Library. 

The following books hl\'e been gratefldly re
ceivell for the Library: I;;xlrarts frolll tlte " VIlhall," 
edited by S,lrah Corbett; Selediolls fro III lv/alln
scripts, Vols. I.-IV., .Tames Horton ; RI~J's of TYI!~/l, 
Hessie Leo; EI'(I'\,bod\,'s Astrology, ,\Ian Leo; ] he 
Scroll (If the DzsrJI;bodl~d Mall, written down by M. 
Collius and H. Homchier; Fllr/her Papers Relatillg 
to Tibet, 19°+; Stlldiell ill der Bhagauad Gltll, Yoga 
der Ulltel'scheidllllg, The Dreamer; The Law of 
Ps),chic Plze1l01l1Cl1a, T. J. Hodson, LL.D.; 
Ps),clzolo{;)" F. H. I{anda 11. 

The following books have been purchased for 
the Lihrary during the last month: The Blzagavad 
Gtld, FOllrth Illlil New!), Reil/sed ;;;ditioll, translated 
by A. I ~l:sallt; A IJic/lollar), of the niblc, Vol. I y., 
edited by J. I1 ast i ngs, 1\1.;\. ; Fhe i'lIthlt lay 10 Hmlily, 
The GijJord IJclllrts for )()03-I()O+, I\. H. I laldane, 
LL.I).; Tlte Old Niddlt IIlld the Nne'est ,llls/f'er, John 
Centrcl, S.]. ; /,'lcdrici/y alld Mal/cr, ]. ]. Thollls0~1, 
DSc. ; g"'1I ida 11 , Lafcadio Hp.arn; Kat/iI, Lafcadlo 
((l,am; Jamblie/Ills' [,iF of ])ytlwgoras, translated 
hy T. Taylor; rill' Irish 11l)'lholo{;ical Cycle IIlId 

Cdlie Mylholo!;)" I L I), de JlIhaill\'ille, tr',lnslated 
fro1l1 till' French I,y l~. l. nest; The F!:y/,tlilll Hoof., 
of the lJClld, Pari 0, HenulIx, cOlllpletecl by Naville; 
Old IJilll'Y Leaves, rhil'd S'aies, H. S. Olcott; rite 
Ml'stiwt j lyllllls of Orpll(lls, translated by T. Taylor ; 
Gulslwu i Haz, The 1111'stic Rose Gardm of Sa'd lid 
din Ma/llIll1d Shabistari: translated by E. H. \Vhin
field, IVI.l\.; Hlllllilllislll, Pltilosoplzical Essl1l's, F, C. S. 
Schiller, M.A.: rite El'ollliiallof Religioll, Vols. 1., IL, 
I~dward Caird, i\1 aster of ()alliol. 

E. A. HOBSO:'-l, 
A ssistallt Librariall. 

"White Lotus" Day. 

At the COllllllCllloratillll meeting on Sunday, 
May Hth, at 2K, }\lbl:'lllarle Street, l\lrs .. HeSi~nt 
was in the chair, and concluded the lllectmg wlth 
iln address on the work which had hcen done hy 
memhers who had passed from this life. l\1r. 1\lcad 
and l\1 1'. Kcightley ga \'e short addresses, and l\'Irs. 
l(oopcr and Major Lallller read passages hOIll 

'rite Light of Ilsia amI the !Jlta/itluad Cite;, 1\ tl'le
gralll was recei\'ed frolll the lIlellll'ers 01 t.he 
Coloune Branch asselllllied to celehrate "\\'Illte 
LOtl~" Day, sending greetings to the J)lccting. 

Blavatsky Lodge. 

lVl r. Meal! was the lecturer on April 2 [st ; on the 
28th the Lodue, Llllfortunately, did not (owillg to 
his illness) I~ave tbe pleasure of hearing 1\1r. 
Anderson; it is hoped that this is only a pleasure 
postponed; a discllssioll was held, opened by l\Ir. 
Fauldillg. On l\Iay 5th l\Ir. Keightley was th~ 
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lecturer ;,and 011 May 12th he g-ave phcc to l\Trs. 
Besal1t, who was welcomed with greett pleasure by 
the Lodge, and dcliYlTed a l11ost. illlP.ressive 
address on the work of the Tlw()s()phlcal ~ocJety. 

F. I~.-W. 

Mrs. Besant in Kensington. 

Mrs. Besant's VIsit to the \Vest London llranch 
is to he followed by :l public lecture on "Thl! New 
Psychology," at the I\:ellsingtoll Town I [all, on Tlles· 
day, J IIllC 14th, at :-1.30 p.n1., anclthe t~ckets,. pricc 25. 

(numhercd), and 15. may hc ohtallled frulII the 
Secretary, :-\, Inverness Place, Queen's I\.oad, \V., 
or the Theosophical Publishing Society, 161, New 
Bond Street, 'vV. I Jandhills giving fuli particlllars 
are ready, and help in their distribution will he 
welcome. They may be obtained at either of the 
ahove addresses. 

11. W. 

North London Lodge. 

Mrs. Besant will deliver a lectnre at l\lyddclton 
Hall, Almeida Street, Upper Street, N., on June 
(jth (I/ot Jlllle 15th as previously notilied), on 
"'vVlien a Man dies does he live again?" The 
chair will bc taken by M r. IIerhcrt Burrows. 

l\Iembers are requested to notice tlie change in 
the prillted syllabus, as corrected in the" Lecture 
List" notice. 

V. L. 

" Lotus Journal." 

The Edi:ors cksire to e:\prcss their lllost grateful 
I hanks for an :tnOllYIll(lllS gift of £ 10 Ss. Gel. sent 
to them to cllcar off the deht on the past year's 
isslle. They wish also to draw the attelltion ()f 
memhers to a quarterly reprint of their Golden 
Chain Pages, which they are issuing under the title 
of tlIe Coldcll Chaill Circle.· They hope that this 
little paper, which contains the words of thl~ 
"Golden Chain" promise and is frce from any 
Theosophical terminology, 1l1ay 1><, llseful in hclp
ing to spread this children's le;rgllc, and they will 
be very glad to hear from any 11 le III bcrs who think 
they could help in making it kl1')Wll, or assist with 
pcn or pencil. The price is onc penny, and the 
address to write to is 7, Lanhill L~oad, Elgin 
Avenue, London, \V. 

If. W. 

Lecture List. 

BATH LODGE. l\Ieetings on ]'vIondays, and Class 
for study on Thursdays, at 8 p.m., in the Lodge 
l{ooms, 2, Argyle Street, when hooks can be ob
tained from the Lodge Library. Enquiries should 
be addressed by letter to M iss Sweet, 36, IIenrietta 
Street, Bath. 

RIRMINGIlAM LOIlGE. Meetings in the Conncil 
Room, Midland Institute, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m.: 
June 5th, Theoso/'''y aud EIISloll P!,iloso/,Izy, H. ()ld ; 
rune 12th, S()lIll' lIfore fIlIIls ()Il llzcoso/,hy, O. J f. 
})llffell;; J unc I qth, 0111' ! Jllly 10 Snu-hIlJII·al/. l~ife, 
Miss E. Green; June 2()th, .1'.J, 
IIoopcr. For information apply to the PresICient, 
Mr. F. J. Hooper, 13(), _\Ihcrt lx.o:ld, J I an d;;\·:o.rth. 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Meetll1gs. at CJestll1g
thorpe, Christchurch I\oad, Boscolllbe, on \Vednes
days, at 7.30 p.m. 

BRADFORD LODGE. l\Icetings on Tllesdays, at 
7.45 p.m., in the Theosophical 1~0()1ll, l'ellny Ballk 
Bnildings, North Parade. Fur information apply 
to Miss Dobby, Norman Dank, !~olton, I;radford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. l\Teetings on alternate Sun
days at 3.30 p.II1., and on altennte MOllllays at S 
p.Ill., at memhers' houses, also on each \Vednes
day following the Sunday mecting, at IS, Old 
Steinc, at 8 p.m. I nformation can be olltained 
from Mr. N. L1oyd, IS, Old Steine, or frolll 1)r. 

King, 5-\-, ComptlJn A venue. 
BRISTOL LOIJGl'. Meetings on Tuesdays, at 

8 p.m., at -\-, Unity Street. Class for stl1dy of Tlze 
Al/cimL IVisdolll, on Thursdays, at ::\ p.m. For 
further particulars enquiry may be addressed to 
S. H. Old, at tIle ahove address. 

BRllSSELS, BRllSSELS LODGE. For information 
apply to thc Secretary, ,\. VallderstraeLcn, ](), 
Rue des Comll1en;ants. 

BRUSSEl.S, CENTl'Al.E Ih:LGE. General meetings 
held in the Lodge Rooms, 58, Chaussee d'lxelles, 
the lirst and third Saturdays in thc month, at 8.15 
p.ll!. Students' Class, open to all memhers, the 
second and fourth Saturdays, at 8 p.lll. Heading, 
rooll! open from 3 to 5 p.m. twice a wcek. :For 
information apply hy letter to the Secretary, 2 r, 
H.ne dn Vallon. 

l\lWSSELS, TSls LOJ)(;E. Meetings on Mondays, 
at ::\ p.m., at 58, Chaussee d'[xelles. Lectures 
and study classes alternately. For illfllrnntioll 
addrcss thc Secretary, M. Annalld 1;:0111 ba uts, 23, 
Rue clll I'epin, Ilrussels. 

CO\'ENTRY CENTRE. Nleetings for study at J-19, 
Foleshill l\.oad, Coventry, on Fridays, at 7 p.m. 
Drawing-room mcetings helel periodically. In
forlllation from 1\1 rs. Nevill, at the ahove address. 

EDIKIlURGII LODGE. I\cglll<lr meetings sus-
pended during the summer. Library open on 
;\Ionday'i, 4- to () p.11l Lodge mceting on .June 
<)th, 3 p.Il\', at -], LearlllOullI Terrace. j\ddress 
by Mrs. l3esanl. Pllhlic lectures by i\Trs. i-1esant 
at qlle(!Il'S Hall: Jllne 7th, S.30 p.m., Rcill(III'11IT
holt; JuneStlI, 3 p.111., Life aftO' !)mtli. I~nqllirers' 
meeting, J line 8th, at :-I p.Ill., in Dowell's Hall. 
Enquiries may be addressed to lVlr. J. Lorimer 
ThoTl1son, 1\ osellllrn I rouse, l\oscllllrn. 

EXETER LODGE. Open mectings are held in tile' 
Lodge I\.oom, 19, Bedford Circlls, on Fridays, at 8 
p.m., and on the first and third Sundays of the 
month at7 p.ll1. Meetings for mcmbers only, iirst 
Vvednesday in the lIlonth, at 2.-\-5 p.I11.; and 011 

second and fourth \Vednesdays, at 8 p.l11. 
GLASGOW LODGE. Meetings at the Heligiolls 

Institution lX.OOIllS, 200, Buchanan Street, Ull tile 
fourth Mondayofeach month, at 8 p.m. EtHlluries 
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ma y be addressed to NI r. J. P. A lIan, 5, West Hegent 
Street, Glasgow. 

HARROGATE LODGE. Puhlic meetings in lh(~ 
Theosophical Hall, Ileulah Street, on Sundays, at 
7 p.lll.: June 5th, The j'rablelll oJ Sorrmll , E. E. 
J\f<lrsden; JUlle 12th, Ncill({[rJI If lio 11 , a Necessity, \V. 
Bell; June 19th, SOllle TllOlIglds 011 Astml l~xistm(e, 
Baker Hudson; June 2()th, All (Jufliue oJ JlUII{(/1I 

Evolutioll, E. J. Uunn. Loclge meetings on Fridays 
at 7.30 p.l11., in the Lodge Room, 23, East Parade: 
June 3rd, rVorld Jl1l1si( Illld SOIlI Music, Miss \Vhite
head; June loth, The Fourth DilllC1Zsion, A. Crowe ; 
June 17th, Theosophy alld ,~hracles, Miss B. Rams
den; June 2+th, HfI'btl,t SPCJlCfI', Hodgson Smith. 

HULL LODGE. Public meetings on \Vednes-
days, at 8 p.I11., at the Lodge HOOlll, 3+, George 
Street. Lodge meetings on Sundays at 7 p.m. 
Enquiries may be addressed to H. E. Nichol, 67, 
Park Avenue, Hull. 

LEEDS LODGE. Meetings at t be Leeds Arts 
Club I{OOIllS, IS, Park La1Je, on Mondays, at S 
p.1ll. EnC}l1iries to be addressed to Mr. (J. J I. 
Popplestone, +5, Urudenell Hoad, J I yde Park, 
Leeds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVEI{POOL LODGE. Meel
iugson \Vednesdays, at 18, Colquit Street, at8 p.m.: 
June 1St, 15th, and 29th, Stuclyof Voga oJ IJiscrillli
Ilatioll; June oth and 7211cl, Study of The ,')'{'errt 
Uocirillc. On Mondays, Jlme '3th ;md 27th, 
Stlldyof The S'(NIl l)ril/{iflcs. J{eading circle on 
\Vednesdays, at 3 to 4 p.ll1. For iuforJllation 
apply to the Secretary, 13, Colquit Street, Liver
pool. 

LONDO~, ADELPHl LODGE. Meetings on 1VI0n
d'iys, at 7.30 p.Ill., at 2r, Cecil COlllt, Charing 
Cross I{oad, \V.c. 

LONDON, BATTERSEA LODGE. lVIeetlllgs all SUll
days, at 7.30 p.I1l., at the Central Free Library, 
Lavender Hill, S.\V. Enquiries to be addressed 
to l\lr. A. P. Cattanach, 27, Dalllt I{oad, Wands
worth Common, S. \V. 

LONDON, ULAVATSKY LODGE. Meetings on 
Thursdays, at 8,30 p.Il1.: June 2nd aud <)th, The 
FIlI/clioll oJthe Uark j'U7UcrS ill Nail/N, ;1l1c1 June 30th, 
Sakill!; tlte SeIJ, Mrs. Bes<lnt, at tbe 1~lysC;e 
Galleries, 17, S2ueen's Eo;\(I, \V.; June ,()Ih, 
Meeting for C()llvention llusiness, and June 23rd, 
A Clllster oJ Cnlls, l\liss Lili:lI1 Lloyd, at 23, 1\lbe
marle Street, \V. J\Irs. 1:esant's lectlll'es are for 
melll \Jers of the nla vatsky Lodge, but provi ncial 
and foreign Illelllbers in London for the Convelltion 
may ohtain tickets for June 30th, by application to 
the Secretary of tile Lodge. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. Meetings at cLt, 
Oakfield l{oad, \Vest Croydon, on \Vednesdays, 
at 8 p.m. Hon. Sec., F. Home, 27, Keen's 
Road, Croydon. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. Meetings at 9, 
Lyncroft Gardens, Finchley Road, N.\V., on 
J\Iondays, at 8 p.m.: June 6th, C07llpassion, S. F. 
\Veguelin Smith; June 13th, Mystic Ireland, Mrs. 
Dunlop; June 20th, A Persian Fheosopltist, J. M. 
\Vatkl1ls; June 27th, Practical Theosophy, A. P. 
Cattanach. Class for study on the first and third 
Saturdays of eac:h month. 

LONDON, JTA~IPSTEAD I fEATII CENT/m. Meet
ings for enquirers at the Studio, Stall field House, 
IIigh Street, on Pridays, at 3.30 p.I1l., and on 
\Vedncsdays, at 8.30 p.lI1. 

LONDON, LOTllS LODGE. Meetings for children 
and young people at 8, Inverness Place, Qllt~en's 
I\oad, Ilayswatl'r, \V., are held every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o'clock: June 5th amI lCjth, Study 
of ltfau Visiblt alld Illvisible; June 12th, l\1rs. 
Besant; June 26th, H. Keightley. All children 
and YOllng pcople are cordially invited. Intending 
visitors should address the Hon. Secretary, Miss 
M. A. Sidley, 3, Nassington [{oad, Hampstead 
Heath, N.\N. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. Meetings 
on V/ednesdays, at 13, Tyndale Place, Upper 
Street, N., at 8,30 p.m.: June 1St, Esoteric Teaciters 
alld J'meltillg, A. P. Cattanach; June 8th, Adalll 
alld Eve, i{ev. A. Baker; J llne 15th, Lecture by 
1\1 rs. B'"san t in 1\1 yddel ton II all; June 22 nd, 
HIII/'ir/cllt Villl/eoJ HI'II~!!,i,,", /\. JJaddock; June 2()th, 
[lie Alplmhl'l of jhtllal, L. Stanley .last. Class for 
study of the IJIIII!;ailild Gifl) on l\Tondays. IIun. 
Secretary, VinCt~nt Lewis, address as above. 

LONDON, \VEST LONDON LODGE. Meetings at 
8, IlIvel'llcss Place, <,!ueen's I\oad, \V., 011 Fridays, 
at8 p.ill.: June 3rd, Special Interllationall~velling. 
Papers by mellli)ers frolll 0!orway, Germany and 
Fr;IIlce; fune I uth, [Iu Start' oJ T!tC()SOfhiCilI 
K'/O/r!ll'dge: 1\. 1'. Sinllelt; J line '7th, The ,llysto)' 
of Slap, 1I. C. I)arsons; J Ilne 2-ltll, Uroadtr Viell!s, 
Miss Edith Ward. 

MANCHESTER LODGE. l'IIeetings on Tuesdays, 
at 7,30 p.Ill., in Eoom 38, 16, John Dalton Street, 
Manchester. Information from the HOll, Secretary, 
Brook Lea, Mellor,l\larple Bridge. 

MANCHESTER, DlDSBLJRY LOD(~E. l'ITeetings at 
Spath Lodge, Spath i{oacl, Didsbury: June 6th, 
8 p.II1., Study of The i"'VO/lltiOll oJ Life alld Forlll ; 
J ulle 7th , 3 p.lIl., Class for stmly; June 13 th , 7·+5 
p.lIl., The Probhlll oJ })(I'soJ1ality, ,\.1\. Orage; June 
14th amI 2Kth, 3.30 ]1.m., Drawing-room l\Ieetings; 
J IlIlC 23j'(1, K p.lll., Stllcly of 1~/(JI/l'llts oj Theosophy; 
J lllle 27 1h , 7.'15 ]l.[II., l~ep()rt of Amsterdal1l Con
gn,ss. Jnforlllatioll respecting meetings for l\Iay 
can be ohtained froIll the lion. Secretary, ala\)()\'e 
address. 

MANCIIESTIW, SOUTIl MANCHESTER CENTRE. 
Meclillgs for memhers of the Society on Thurs
days, at 8 \1.111., at PallllcrstOI1 Hall, Pallllerston 
Stre(~t (cornerofCreallJe Street), l\loss Side. Upen 
to lIon-memhers on thc fonrth Thursday. In
formatioll froIll the lIoll. Secretary, 16, Hrook 
l~()ad, lleaton Chapel, Stockport. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. Meetings at 46, 
Linlhorpe I{oad. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. Meetings on the seconcl 
and fourth vVednesdays in each month, at 3, St. 
J ames' Street, at 8 p.m., for the study at The 
Secret Doctrine. COlllmunications by post to \V. E. 
Dowson, 10, Mapperley Road, Nottingham. 

OXFORD C EKTRE. Information as to meetings 
can be obtained from the Secretary, J. \Valter 
Cock, 37, Deechcroft l{oad, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Meetings on Fridays, at 
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8.15 p.m., and on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m., at I9, 
Cornwall Street. Enquiries to !J~ addressed to 
Dr. E. l\1ariette, Ford Park House, Mlltley. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. I\Ieetings at Bainhridge 
Buildings, New Surrey Stleet, all SlIndays, ~\t 
6.15 p.lll. On i\\ollllays at 7,30 p.I11., class for 
the study of Plato. On \Vedncsdays, at 7.30 
p.m., class for the study of f(urJllil. 

SOUTII,DII'TON LODGE. I )ublic meetings on the 
first and third \Yednesdays at 8.30 p.I11., in the 
Lodge l{ooms, 23, Portland Terrace. Lodge 
meetings on the second and fourth \Vednesdays, 
at 13,30 p.m., for the study of the nhagl71!lId CUd. 
For information apply hy letter to the t Ion. 
Secretary, Mrs. I-iollicJ.::, Cranlt~igh, The Polygon, 
Southampton. 

TYNESIDE LODGE. Meetings on the last Sunday 
of the month, at 6,30 p.m., at Lily llouse, off 
Ocean View, \Vhitley Bay, and class for study on 
Tuesdays, at S p.II1., at 80) Saville Street, North 
Shields. 

YORK LOI)(;E. Meetings on Fridays, at 7.30 
p.m., at the Lodge l{oom, 3-]A, Coney Street. 
Information froll1 l\\iss l':lla Browne, Hiver View) 
Marygate, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

DEAR i\ll{. EIlI rOR, 

1 \\ish to raise the qllestion of secession. 
It is comlllonly regarded amongst Theosophists as 
a terrible thing-a moral falling-short-when allY 
member falls out of the Society. Mrs. I-\esant, in 
a recent speech to the Ulavatsky Locl,~e, alluded 
to it at its best as "idiosyncrasy." Mustly il is 
spoken of with hated hreath-the uIlfortllnate 
seceder being regarded as a hupeless recreant. 

The point I wish to raise is whether such seces
sion might 110t- through some weakncss in the 
Society-lle forced lIpon tile seceder: whether lIe 
might not filHl himself at the p:lin[ul point of 
choosing hetween lo),ally to the org<lllisation, alld 
loyalty to an idcal-whether, indeed, his resignation 
lIlight not aSSlllllt: to Ililll the cOlllplcxion 01 a 
principle. 

If this he possihle, and it it he, ill fact, dne to 
some weakness in the lIlacllinery of the Society, or 
insuffIciently diffused knowledge of thatlllachil1ery, 
I think YOll will agree witli Ille, that tlie poillt is 
one worth raising here. Fur it seellls to nlC that 
Illany resignations lIlay iI:, vc been due to sOllle 
such cause in the past, and lIlany might he due to 
it in the future. And to the person really troubled 
by moral doubt, opprobriulll is not the answer
only some such exposition of what is the lIlachinery 
of the Society as perhaps this letter may call 
forth. 

In cases of aggression, for illstance~-bad aggres
sion, needing instant stoppage-what is the Court 
of Appeal? If the answer he "the President," I 
plead that he is too far distant. For European 
difficulties, some European authority is necessary. 
Take a case of illness, for instance, brought on by 
aggression. Such cannot-or ought 110t--tO wait, 

whilst letters la India go lo and fro. Then, also, 
the privacy of the Society, the feelin,~ that such 
mallers lllust Ile kept frolll outsiders, oftcn deprives 
people of what WOltld otherwise be lIleans of rc
dress. This IlIakes it the lIlore necess,lry that 
there shollld Ill' an df(,c[ive cOllrt of appe:t1 within 
the Society. \Vhat is the comt of appeal in such 
matters? Nut the Cencral Secretary of each 
Section: in sOllle cases that lIlight suffice, but in 
an international difficlllty, it cOllld not. Does the 
President relegate to the Vice- Presiden t powers in 
sllch case, and is the latter willing to employ them, 
and Illay every Illember of the Society fecI that he 
has the right of appeal tu him, and is secure of 
jllstice should he desire it ? 

Some Illay break witiJ me here, and say a 
Theosophist should be above" justice." I should 
say in reply, that what we lllay forego for ourselves 
we are right to claim for others--and, above all, to 
claim as 1Ifccssary to the welfare of tIle Soriety that 
sudl jllrisdiction shollld exist. The Theosophical 
Society is a spiritllal Illovelnellt, [lIIt,it is a spiritual 
lIl()\'elllCllt functiunillg 011 the pllysical pl;lIle. And 
more tllan the spiritllal qualities seelll to mc, there
fort', rcqllircd. Fmtller-ill my hUlllble opinion-
no lIlall has a right to fix another's path for hilll. 
I f we elect to clJOose the" Ilighest," well and good 
-hut it should not he forced on anyone, and the 
middle path of right anti justice shollld be 
obtainahle for those who desire it. 

If these things he I/ot ohtainahle, it will be 
obviolls how Illy hypothetical" seceder" may be 
brollght to the point of thinking resignation right. 
Those of us wllO regard work and money as re
sponsibilities, know that wc do not give these 
things to organisations we have found faulty: if, 
for instance, we learn that a certain hospital is 
badly managed, we transfer our subscription to 
another. And if it be urged in reply to this-as 
the present writer ;Jlso helic\'es-that the Theo
sophical Society is no merely human institution, 
but has a Divine Cuidailce hehind it, yet, ne\-er
thclcss, may a channel fail of its dllty, and the 
I )ivin(, (; lIi<iance which is aI-er all, Illay secm to 
he hctter s('1'\'cd clscwlH're. III this case sllch a 
scceder would slIJ'cly not he resigning either frolll 
disl<>yalty <>r idiosYllcrasy, hllt frolll that loy;t1ty to 
tll<' ideal, whicll is highcr thall any loyalty to forlll, 
alld which sways lIot (11le hut lllany. 

Iklicving that this pmhlclll IlIay il;[\'e beset 
nlany ill tll<~ past, and llIay beset many in the 
flltllre, I ask that this letter alld its reply lIl;ty find 
place ill TilE VIiIlAN. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lucy C. BAI{TLETT. 

The practical answer to the point raised is that 
the Theosophical Society is so vast an organisa
tion and its various port ions so self-governed and 
autonomolls, that-for such purposes and problems 
-the \arions Sections may be regarded as Inde~ 
pendent, and hence if a member is dissatisfIed 
with the way things are managed in one Section, 
he can transfer his membership to another in 
whose management he has confidence. 

At the present moment any serious cOll1plaint-
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anything that would amount to a ch:1rge of dis
honour:1hle conduct, for inst:1ncc- -hy one IIWIll h(~r 
against another, would, if it referred tn a mClllbcr 
of the same Section, cOllle hefore the IC~eculive 
COllllllittee of that Section, if to a member of 
another Section it would go through the General 
Secretary of the cOlllpbinant's Section to the 
Ceneral Secretary of the defendant's Section, with 
final appeal to the Presidcnt-Founder in both 
cases. 

I know that nuny people have left the Societ}' 
because of personal troubles they have hac! with 
other memhers, but that has always seemed to me 
a mistake, because their action weakens a move
ment which they themselves recognise to he useful 
and a hringer of good to the world, while their 
complaint is lIlerely against the weaknesses and 
imperfel:tions which are inevitahle in all things 
human, 

In early years, n:::-(0-1:-(:-(5, we had in the r~ules 
elahorate provisions for courts of appeal and so on. 
But experience proved that they were practically 
qllite unworkable, and so they were dropped and the 
present arrangement adopted. 

IjElnHA~'1 !\:EICIITLEY. 

\ \' ill some kind reader explain the signi fication 
and connection between the past and the prcsent 
of the SYIlI bols of the Lion, lJ n icorn and l\ose-as 
referred to in the following condensed ex tract 
fr0111 The Japs at H OIlIC ;-

"There are some curiously suggestive carvings 
at the entrance gate of one of the most glorious 
shrines of Buddha at Nikko in Japan. No other 
than our old familiar Lion and Unicorn, bearing 
the unfamiliar names of Allla-ino and I'ollla-ino. 

"There is also a cOllventional peony, taking the 
exact shape of the Tudor rose. 

"These three must have been emblellls of ,king
ship in the far away ages, hefore the Aryan 
separatcd from the Shemitic and Turanian." 

fs it possible that the fignres or the two Deva 
kings frequently met with guarding gates in Ilud
dhist shrines in Japan are in any way connccted 
\vith our Gog and 1\Iagog? 

The connection of all these with Buddha is 
remarkable. 

M. C. ll. 

DEAR 1\-f R. EDITOR, 

I am sorry to see l\Jrs. El lis's letter in the 
March VAHAl'I, and feel, like your corresp"ondent 
M. 1\., that I must write and emphasise l1Iy ex
perience as IJeing entirely in the opposite direction. 
In many Lodges in different parts of the country 
I have always lllet with the greatest cordiality and 
hospitality: and in our own little Lodge we are 
always most pleased to welcome visiting members, 
as well as strangers who are seeking information, 

and thesc have not been at all backward in ex
pressing their apprecia tion of our kind reception of 
tllClll. 

STRAY NOTES. 

Rfl1drrs arc illvited to sClld ill lIIaterial wllic/t tl/Cy 
thiJik the editor COl/id IIse ill this (011111111. Tlit co-opera
t£OI1 of II/(/IIY /,rrsDlls 71li// greatly illcrcasc its scopc III/d 

illtfJ'cst. 

1\ great deal of pllhlic interest WclS arc)JJscd by 
tbe statement at the end of a lecture 011 May 20th, 
at the l{oyal Institntion, by Professor Rutherford, 
that the minute amount of radium found in the 
soil of all ordinctry back garden if distributed 
throughout the earth would provide all the 
heat which is being radiated frol\1 its snrface. 
M ,lilY years ago Lord Kelvin g;\ve a limit to 
the age of the earth from a consider;ltion of this 
heat, assnnling it tn he due only to the initial high 
temperature of the molten earth, bllt with the 
proviso, which now seems almost a prophecy, that 
no then unknown sonrce of heat should he dis
covered. TIle hreak-up of the atom itself is now 
apparently a source, and thus the arglllllent hreaks 
down, and we Illay have the enorl1Jous periods 
demanded by the older geologists and the even 
more i nlmcnse eras of Flic :-;ccrci noel rinc concedell 
by the physicist, who has hitherto placed sllch 
a powerful brake upon the imagination of his 
biological brother scientist. 

The Daily Clirollicle, of ~Iarch 31St, has thought 
it worth while to print under the heading" , Astral' 
Sight," the account of an American lady's astral 
visits to Mars and Venus. The description of tlie 
people there is vivid, even if it has nothing else to 
recommend it. "1\[ars," we are told, "is peopled 
with an enthusiastic, stalwart, noble race of 111 en , 
with complexions shiny and bhck as ehony. They 
play with electricity as we 1V0uld with fIreworks. 

Venus is inhalJited by a charming race of 
beings; they arc associated most happily in soul
mated COllpIeS, for they have a tlexil)le astral or 
psycllOlogical tnbing, which invisibly connects 
their bodies and prevents thell1 from wandning 
or straying, or being separated at any time frolll 
their true soul-mate." 1\Iarriag-e is evidently a 
serious matter in Venus! 

The pf~rplexity as to the alleged Blolldlot or 
" N " rays has not yet been cleared a WCl y. In 
N I1tlll'C, for i\ pril 7t h, a letter from investigators in 
the Glasgow U ni versit y describes attempts to re
produce the experiments showing tbe existence of 
the rays, hut entirely without success. No effect 
frol11 nHlscular contraction could be detected, and 
all the observations' tended to show that the 
"rays" had f~ither a subjective origin or were due 
to changes of temperature. One could hardly 
avoid a feeling of regret if our new" muscle rays" 
should after all be shown to be a delusion. 
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ENQUIRER. 

Readers arc illvited to SClld ill further allsw(J's to illly 

of the questions which appear IIl1der this heading, Jor 
publicatio1l if thought suita/JIe by the editor. 

QUESTIOI'\ 234. 

(C(llltillued Jrolll p. 7 J .) 

P. Q.- HThat is the lIIeallillg alld origill of" A IIIC11 " ? 

F. E.-As far as the Egyptian language goes 
the meaning of this word is perfectly obvious. Its 
radical I1waning is "0 changelessness," or "0 
stability," and according to-the lexicon it is 
translated bidden and secret. 

The root meanings give Uo, the key to the ordin
ary translation. \Ve ask: \\'hat is the secrd? 
and we find the question answered by all philoso
phies- peace-con tentment-patience-the quiet 
centre round which the IJni\'erse revolves-----the 
Nuw which can hold tile Past and the Future ill 
tlJ(; hdluw of its hands-that l;eing which slllil
ingly watches the efforts of those wllose desire is 
to /)fcome-the Eternal Aristocrat beholding the 
den,ocracy labouring'. 

The Egyptian hieroglyphs are a reed, a draught
board and waves uf water. 

The reed stands for the letter" r\" which Enllall, 
the great authority on hieroglyphs, compares to 
the I fehrew Idter "1'od." Its llleaning before a 
noun or \-erb is UII, 0, i\h, after a llUltn ur \ierb 
it means I, my, me. 

The draught hoard .';tands for" Ille," alld its 
meaning is stability, estal>lished, lirlll, permanent, 
abiding, fixed. 

The waves of water mean "n," which was 
added to gi\'e a symIlletrical appearance to the 
group of letters. 

Alllen the name of God is translated. the hidden 
God. j\ men the verb, noun and so forth is t rans
lated hidden, to hide, secret. This word is found 
frefjuently on the inscriptiolls in the pyramid of 
Unas Pepi :1nd so forth at Sakkarah, dating fruIll 
3700 H.C. at least. 

On page 7U uf TIlE V.iHAN C. n. S. M. says 
that srholarship "h:1s llothlng to say to the non
Hehrew origin of the word Alllell." I should he 
glad to know to what particular scholarship he 
alludes. The Illerest student of the Egyptian 
language knows all the facts I have placed berme 
the readers of TIlE \'KIIA;.J. 

It cannot he expected that people who wilflllly 
excll1dl~ frol11 their horizon all the knowledge tklt 
has come to us from Egypt during the last tell or 
l\venty years can continue very long to be regarded 
as great authorities, and I\'Iessrs. Hastings, Cheyne 
and Singer will sooner or later be succeeded by 
others who ha ve condescended to pay some atten
tion tu the only records that modern culture has 
deciphered, which are known to have been 
inscribed nearly 6,000 years ago. 

G. A. G.-The following information came to 
my wife, ll1yseJf, an~l a ft-i:nd, i~l mllch the saIlle way 
as that deSCrIbed In articles In the December and 

April numbers of The Theosophical Review, only in 
this instance the planchette was not used. The 
statements may be found suggestive of fresh 
thought on an interesting "ubject, but have no 
claiI1l to be <luthoritati vc. 

The common root of both Amen and the mystic 
-syllable AUI1l was a l1lantram, but not in any 
present form. AIllen or 1\lI111 is the equivalent of 
the original with which it corresponds. The two 
words are almost the same except for the terminal 
ell of Am-en, which was used for euphony, The 
spelling has varied more for orthographic reasons 
than anything else. 

III the early ages the original mantram was 
taught in one form and one syllable, to the third 
root race--the LClllurialls-bv the :\ I'atars, for the 
express purpose of defilling - their beliefs, and for 
enabling thenl to crystallise them into a terse 
word. The object of the mClntral1l was to enable 
the nuvice to contemplate the forces inyol\ied in 
tIle COSlllic prucess, with the idea of incorporating 
and llsillg the forces. There was illlplied also a 
resignation to lhe SllprelllC and in('\'itable. The 
word was for a channel of concentration of the 
will of the people to tllm what had hitherto been 
lInruly into acceptance uf law. TIle Lenlllrians 
were wild, la w less amI ferociolls. 

Amen in lllore recent times signilies the absolllte 
de~ire for affirIlIation and conclusion, and denotes 
lirs! and last, finality, lilllitation, delini!ion. The 
word was lmown to the I':gyptians, hllt the Chal
deans llllllerstuod its sigllilicance best. This latter 
people got the word direct from Lemuria; for the 
Chaldeans were an offshoot of the Lemurians. 

Among the Chaldeans the word had two signili
ca! ions-one was exoteric and the other esoteric. 
The political was the forlller, the religious the latter. 
In the political it was applied to a system of society 
and govenllllelll. I t was associatecl also with music, 
art and philosophy. In the religious services the 
word was s0l11etillles sling, but Illore often said. 

The Hebrews never understood its true si,!.;llifi
cation, which was of tIle heart. It was not origin
ally used by thelll in n:ligiolls worship; Illll It 
GUile tu ha vc a rei igiuus associa tion, though lUllg 
I,cfore litis tile Chaldeans had put it tu reli,;iuus 
uses. 

The E:,;scIles do not appear to ha\'e used the 
w()rd Illucll. It was, however, ullller::;toud by 
th('lll. It was ll111ch used by another Jewish COlll
Illullity long befure the time of the Es:;enes. 
There was no direct cOllnectiun between Amen allll 
the lloly Nallle--the Tetragrallllllaton, [HIt tlte 
wurd was, fur "e\'eral reasons, associated wit.h it. 
Tlte I-Iebrew expressio!l "the God of the c\men" 
nleans the Power of the Amen-or Absolute. 

\Vhere the Logos of God or ,\men is gi\-en i1l 
the Gnostic Silllonian system as "He who hets 
stood, stands, and will stand," this is to be ex
plained by the fact that the life side, or interior 
signilicance, must Ilot be lost sight of; that i", the 
vitality of it word is in its Illeanin~ and not ill its 
letter. 

The passage in Rei!. iii. q means that the 
putential is actualised. Amen was used by the 
participants in tile i\Iithraic mysteries. 
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Amen was understood esoterically in early Eg-yp
tian tillles, and the god A1l11l1on was invented and 
built up to embody the idea exoterically. The 
god was an im:tg-e of the ideal, that is, of the 
thought conveyed by the word. There was no 
worship of the god cxcepting hy the common 
people, anl\ they uid nol use the Amen ~thal word 
was understood only hy the initiated. The present 
meaning of Amen, llsllally givcn as" So it is" or 
"So it shall be" implies the Eternal Now, and 
shows a retention of some of its original signifi
cance, It has not lost its real meaning and never 
could do so. Its tme mealiing is still understood 
by the enlightened; the popular usage of the term 
is goou enollgh as a popldar defInition. 

A. H. B.~I would suggest that if the (;reek "I''Y/II 
is more than a mere transliteration, the Christian 
tra llsla tors may ha ve corresponded in to Greek the 
original Hebrew meaning also; and prol)ahly this 
lllay he seen in the Greek" privative, or negative, 
and IHI" frol11 IHI'£('), l remelllber or call to Illind. 
SlIch a derivation would illlply "tIle llq~ative 
mind in tile presence of the positive tmtll "----the 
" verily" of the .\uthorised Versioll of the Bible. 

Q1JE:-iTI()N, 235. 

(COIlIIIlIICd jrolll f. ,'\u.) 

X.--ls il foss/Ne to !O'li( IIIIIJ/al/il)', al/d (Ol/Iil/IIC to'Mork 
jor it, aftcr IliWill).{ !!{,Cll Irealed bv it, or If forlioll- oj 
it, h'!ith lIIochiw: !lfilJ;/tfl'r alld SCOI'/l, (/.lId iliadI' tu feel 
like a IIIcddlill;; Joo! ? ' 

K. 13.~l\lost difficult no dOllht, but that it is 
possible is surely proved by the histories of many 
of the \ Vorld Saviours and Prophets, and notably 
in the case of Jeslls, despised ancl rejected by man
kind yet working for it, not only to what seellleu 
to His contemporaries" the end," hllt on heyond. 
The question all resolves itself into the old one of 
Personarity. If a lllan can divest hilllself of his 
lower persollality to such it dcgrc(, as to he totally 
inclirrercnt to the attacks 1l1adc upon it, what is to 
hinder hilll, the higher part of hilll, frolll cOlltillU
ing to lovc and to work for Illllllanity? /1(' knows 
tllcir ill· will COllles frolll igllOlallce and therefore 
he strives the harder to hring thcm to a knowleclge 
of the trllth. "Father, forgivc them, for t1ley 
know not what they do." 

T.--There is an aspect of this question which 
does uot appear to han, hecll flllly dealt with in 
the last issue. [am of opinion that there is at 
tillles a good deal to be said for humanity in the 
position it lakes up with regard to SOIllC who, with 
the best intentions in the world, desire to work for 
humanity ill their OWIl I:'a),. It is not pleasant to 
\Je called" a ll1eddling fool," hut are there not 
cases in Nhich the term is appropriate enough? 
It is too often ,assllllled bUlllanity should have no 
voice in the matter and that it should meekly and 
gratefully subl1lit to be loved and worked for by 
any busybody wbo lllay choose to COllie forward 
without invitation. Yes, undoubtedly there are 
many such meddling fools but \\-hether it would be 
possible for them to go on meddling in the face of 

one or lllore plain statements of fact on the part of 
the aggrieved humans is a question that would 
require knowledge of the whole circul1l~tances to 
warrant a reason cd conclllsiotl. Personally, how
cver, I beli(~ve some will be found who will ~)t'rsist, 
if not lid ill/Illitlll/l at least ad fillillllll. 

(}lIESTI():,\ 230. 

A. E. J.~Mily I ask Ivr explallati-JIl oJ tlte advice 
giuCll ill The Secret Doctrine, Vol. lIl., fp. 451 alld 
531, JOY" bcgilll/crs who call/lOt l/elf r;oillg illlo crowds." 
A/ay it be fahi'll scriollsly ? 

K. H. l'.--Th,~ advice given by If. P. H. in tile 
paragraph above quoted, may, I think, be con
sidered quite "seriously." l\'Iany st udents are 
ohliged 1>y their daily wor k 1.0 mix in crowds COTll
posed of diverse specimens of hum,lnity, lllany of 
whom woul(\ llnliUlll,tedly he inimical to their 
thoughts and lil't'. The elfect of this ullconsciolls 
anta"ollislll llright he to revivify rnul'll in the 
astr:;l arlll low('~r lllelltal hodies tite student had 
fondly hoped crnshed for ever, with a retarding 
effect t() t1w aspirant to the higher life even if no 
actllal ham 1 was inclIITed. To gllard against 
this I r. P. H. has given, what at fIrst sight Tllay 
appear almost childish advice. Uut is it? l{e
lllelllher it is advice given not to advanced stlldeIlts, 
but to "llf'ginners" who have 1I0t even partial 
control or their vellicles. She says: "Let the 
stllri(!nt protect llimself frolll the' I 'ower,. of the 
Air' (L~leTl1elltals) which throng public places, by 
wearing either a ring containing some jewel of the 
colour of the presiding planet or else of the metal 
sacred to it." 

Might not the reason underlying this advice be 
that the stone or metal would form a nucleus of 
concentration for the student's own thorlghts? So 
that whenever his eyes or his mind turned towards 
the talisman he would uncollsciousiy attract the 
protecting powers towards him alld thrOlrgh the 
agency of the stone or metal thus effect his preser
vation, until he gained Sllfliciellt self-control of 
tllought to dj"pcnsc with a physical mediuTll. 

If looked at ill this rnallner is lIut the advice 
wise ancl good? Suitable to those wllo do not 
feci "it clear con;;ciellce allll a finll desire tu benclit 
humanity" sufJicielltly tangible for thenl to cling 
to, but need the 1I1Ore concrete aids of jewel or 
IlIetal. \Vith reg'll-d to page 531, the! teachillg is 
hardly the S<tllle as that gi\'cn aho\'c and is cer
taillly far beyond" l)cginllcrs," as it shonld only 
he ulldert:dwn with the sanclic.'n and help of a 
student higldy trained ill practical occultisrll. 

E. 1\. H.--In reference to this passage, the 
writer had heen explaining that every sound, colour, 
etc., in our visihle world has its correspondellce 
in the unseen worlds and arouses some force or 
other in them. SOllle persons are l1luch more 
sensitive than others to these unseen inHuences, 
and some also are lllore helped than others by the 
physical lillks with the unseen, and she prohably 
did lllean wbat she said ill her" acl\'ice." Uut it 
is more important to "take seriously" ber closing 
remark: "But the best protection is a clear 
conscience and a firlll desire to benefit 1 [ulllanity." 

Printed by the \VO~IEN'S l'RINTlNG SOCIETY, LIMITED, GG and G8, \Vhitcomb Street, \V,C. 



R VEIHCIlE FOR 

THE INTERCH~NQE OF THEOSOPHICAL OPINIONS AND -
ISSUED by direction and under the authority of the British Section of the Theosophical Society in COllvention, for free distribution 

to all menlbers paying full anllua1 suhscriptiot:. l\Iembers of branches will receive copies through their officers. The Theo
sophical Society is not responsible for allY stateluents contained herein unless set forth in an official document.-BERTRAM KEIGHTLEY, 
General Secretary. 

All readers are cordially invited to send in questions, answers to questions. opinions, and notes upon theosophical subjects. All 
conulluuications should be written plainly and on one side of the paper only, and addressed to the editor, 28, AlbemaTIe Street, 
London, W. For unsigned paragraphs the editor is personally responsible. 

VOL. XIII. LONDON, JULY I, 1904. NQ, 12. 

Edited by BEETRAM KEIGHTLEY. 

THE CONVENTION. 

With this number of THE VAI-IAN a programme 
of the Convention goes to the members. Attention 
is specially called to the lecture by Mrs, Ilesant, 
" Is Theosophy Anti-Christian?" in the Large 
Queen's Hall, on Friday, July I~t, at tl'30 p.m. 
As the hall is a ,-ery large one it is hoped that 
melll bers will do all they can to Ell it. Delegates 
who desire them will be provided with free tickets 
for the Orchestra. Applications should be made 
to the General Secretary. 

The Sunday evening meeting ill the Small 
Queen's] Iall is open to the public, 

BERTHAM KEIGIITLEY, 

GClIcral Secretar),. 

Miss Forster desires it to be known that she is 
pleased to renew her invitation of past yeitrS to 
members visiting the Convention who would like 
to avail themselves of her escort in the galleries of 
the British I\I usenm. 

LETTER FROM THE SCANDINAVIAN 
SECTION. 

1IR. BERTRA;'v1 KEIGHTLEY, 

Gen. Secretary of tlie British Section T.S" 
LOlldol1. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER, 

The Scan din avian Section, assembled in 
Stockholm to their ninth Annual Convention, 
send to the members of the British Section their 
fraternal greeting, wishing you every success J1l 

the great work that unites us all. 
For the Annual Convention, 

ANID I\:Nos. 

EUROPEAN FEDERATION. 

As THE V.IIlAN goes to press unusually early 
this month, the report of the Congress of the 
Federated European Sections just concluded is 
inevitably postponed to next month. But it 
would he llnpardollable to let this issue go Ollt 
without recording the splendid success which 
attended the whole proceedings, without a word of 
warm and lllust cordial recognition of the untiring 
devotion awl work of our Dutch brothers, and 
especially of the hearty good feeling, the strong 
sense of unity and real brotherhood which has 
characterised the gathering. Lastly, its new note, 
the active development of an artistic elelllent in 
the Theosophical movernent, must not remain 
unnoted; and this brief anticipatory notice may 
be closed with Mrs. Desant's happy phrase: 
"Our Dutch brothers may have a slllall country, 
but they have very large hearts." 

ACTIVITIES. 

Dissolution of Branch. 
The Branch at Alicante, Spain, has for some 

time ceased to have any active existence, and it 
has therefore now been removed from the list of 
Branches of the British Section. 

BERTIZAM KEIGHTLEY, 
General Secretary. 

New Centre. 
A new Centre has been formed at Hipon, York

shire, Mr. J, Monger, 2, Ashville, i{ipon, acting as 
Secretary. 

BERTRA~I KEIGIITLEY, 

General Secretary. 

Donations to the General Fund. 
The following donations have been received to 

June 20th: E. M., [I IS,; S. E. G., Ss.; A. S., 
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2S.; i\ew Zealand Section (for VAIL\N), {2; L. 
S., 45.; 1. B., is; ,\. c. P., {12; A. J. v. n., 
{+; T., IS.; E. F., {4; S., IS.; Ss., {I; E. n., 
£1. Total, {30 qs. 

Mrs. Besant's Lectures. 
The following is a list of the dates and places of 

1\1rs. llesant's provincial lectures in July: 

Dllte. Place. 

Jllly Gilt c-
(.~ 7tll. 

" 
0tll. 

<jtll 0":. loth. 
1 I tll (5:.. 12tlz. 

" 13th . 

" 
qfh (5:.. Isth. 
16t11 0<;' 17171. 

" 
I i'.tlz. 
19t11 . 

" 
20th. 

" 

21St. 
2211d. 

2yd ,:,. 24th. 
2 (,t!I. 

27th. 
" ·2Stll. 
,,29t1I,jOtlICC· .. ·31st. 

Southampton. 
Bournemouth. 
PlYll1outh. 
Exeter. 
Bristol. 
J lath. 
Birlllingllam. 
Sheflil'ld. 
Hull. 
York. 
Bradford. 
I,eeds. 
1 )idslJllry and Manchester. 
Liverpool. 
IVl iddleshrollgh. 
1\ ewcastle. 
l-I a rroga te. 

The Northern Federation. 
The Forty-lirst Conference of the Northern 

Federation was held in Harrogate 011 May 2bth 
and 29th, under the presidency of Mrs. Ilooper. 

There were present members from Bradford, 
Didsbury, Harrogate, Leeds, Liverpool, Tv1iddles
brough, :'I1ancilester, Nottingham, London, 
Sheffield and York. 

The Illeetings began on Saturday with a discus
sion upon 1\lyers' Humall Pt'I'SO 11 a lity , when two 
papers were read on the subject, one by Mrs. 
Hooper, the other by 1\[r. Keightley. As it was 
impossible in the time to finish the discussion it 
,,-as proposed to continue it on the Sllllday after
noon, which was accordingly done. On Saturday 
and Sunday evening respectively Mrs. IJooper 
lectured Ilpon "The l{ecllllstrnctiull of 13elicf" 
and "The Hesurrectioll of the Body," both of 
\vhich lectures gaye very great pleasllre. 

The next Conference will be held in llarrogate 
on July 30th and 31st, under the presidency of 
:\Irs. Besant. l\lelllbers of the Society are 
conlially invited to attend, but intf~nding visitors 
should secllre rooms as early as may be, for owing 
to the Conference being held during Bank Holiday 
,\'eek, they may be difficult to find later. 

E. E. MARSDEN. 
HOll. Secretary. 

Blavatsky Lodge. 
The annual business meeting of the above 

Lodge was held on l\1ay 19th. Mrs. Besant 
prtsided ; she proposed that, because of her long 
absences, she should be elected Hon. President 

cluring the pleasure of the Lodge, with the duty ot 
presiding when in l':ngland; she also proposed an 
increase of the ofllcials of the Lodge. The 
Council, therefore, now consists of the f01l0wing: 
II011. President, 1\1r5. Besant; President, 1\1r. 
lVlead; three Vice-Presidents, 1\Tr. Keightley, 
H011. ()tway Cufre, and 1\1 rs. lIooper; Councillors, 
IVI rs. Sharpe, 1\[ rs. Betts, :\[ iss Gaimes, l\I ajor 
Laudcr, Mr. Faulding, and l\lr. Ifogg; Hon. 
Treasurer, Miss Lloyd; Hon. Secretary, 1\liss 
liarclley-vVilmot. These officers are elected for 
three years, one Vice-President and two Councillors 
will retire each year. 1\[ r. Theohald was re-elected 
HOll. Auditor. l\lrs. Besant was elected by a 
unanimous vote of the Lodge, and so also was 
Mr. Mead. 

Mrs. Besant has given three lectures at the 
Elysee Gallery. On the rhth the meeting to elect 
delegates for the Com-ention was held; on the 
23rd Miss Lloyd lectmed to the Lodge. 

F. E.-W. 

North London Lodge. 
lVIrs. I:esant's lecture 011 June Ihlh at Islington 

on " \Vllell a man dies, does he live again? " 
drew a crowded audience, and aroused much local 
interest. 

The Secretary of the Lodge gratefully acknow
ledges the ki nd assista nce given by man y mem bers 
of the Society in making the lecture such Cl success. 

V. L. 

Lecture List. 
BATH LODGE. l\I rs. Hesant will lecture in the 

Cuildhall, 011 July 14th, at 8 p.m., 011 The Search 
for God. Meeting for enquirers on July 15th, at 
3.30 p.lll., and for members at 6 p.ll1., at 2, Argyle 
Street. Enquiries by letter to Miss Sweet, 36, 
Henrietta Street, Bath. 

BIRMINGHAM LODGE. l\Ieetings in the Council 
Room, Midland Institute, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.ll1. 
Information frolll 1\1r. A. 0: Oflllan Comely, 7, 
Blenheilll l{oad, l\1 oselcy. 

BOURNEMOUTIl LODGE. Meetings at Gesting
thorpe, Christchurch I\oad, Boscollll>e, on \Vednes
days, at 7.30 p.lll. 

BRADFORD LOD(;E. 1\Ieetings on Tuesdays, at 
7.45 p.m., in the Theosophical 1\oom, Penny Bank 
Bllildings, North Parade. Public lecture by :'I1rs. 
Bes<lnt, July 21st, Natiolllll alld Col/ative ]lamlll. 
Information from 1\1 iss Dobby, Norman Bank, 
Hol ton, Uradford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. l\Ieetings on Sundays at 
3.30 p.m., and on alternate :Mondays. Informa
tion from Mr. N. Lloyd, IS, Old Steine, or from 
Dr. King, 54, Compton Avenue. 

BRISTOL LODGE. l\Ieetings on Tuesdays, at 
8 p.m., at 4, Unity Street. Class for study of The 
A llC£cnt Wisdom, on Thursdays, at b p.m. In
formation from S. H. Old, at the above address. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Information from 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, I\ue des Commen;:ants. 

BRUSSELS, CE!\TRALE BELGE. Meetings at 58, 
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Chaussee d'Ixelles, first and third Satnrdays at 
8.15 p.m. Students' Class, second and fourth 
Saturdays, at 8 p.ll1. Information by letter from 
the Secretary, 21, Eue du Va11on. 

BRUSSELS, ISIs LODGE. Meetings on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m., at 58, Chaussee d'Ixelles. Lectures 
and study classes alternately. Information from 
M. Armand l\olllbauts, 23, H_ue du Pepin, 
Brussels. 

COYENTRY CENTRE. 1\Ieetings for study at 149, 
Foleshill Road, Coventry, on Fridays, at 7 p.111. 
Dra wing-room meetings held periodically. I n
formation from !\Irs. Kevill, at the above address. 

EDJI\I3URGH LODGE. Eegular meetings sus-
pended during the summer. Library open on 
:Mondays, 3.30 to 5.30 p.m. Enquiries to 1\1r. 
J. Lorimer Thomson, Eoseburn House, Roseburn. 

EXETER LODGE. Meetings at 19, Bedford 
Circus, on Fridays, at 8 p.m., and on the first and 
third Sundays at 7 p.m. i'lIeetings for members 
only, first \Vednesday in the month, at 2.45 p.l11. ; 
and on second and fourth Vv'edncsdays, at 8 p.m. 

GLASGOW LODGE. 1\Ieetings at the l\eligious 
lnstitlltion H_ool11s, 200, Huchanan Street, on tile 
fourth Monday of each lllonth, at 8 p.l11. 1<:n(ju11-ies 
to :'Ilr. J. P. Allan, 5, \Vest l\egent Street, Glasgow. 

HARROGATE LODGE. l\Ieetings in tlw Thco-
sophical Hall, Bculah Street, on Sundays, at 7 
p.111.: July yd, Tlie Place 0/ Hlllotioll, A. I~. OLlge; 
July 10th, Lir;!tt ill nllrk PlllceS, 1\lrs. Uf'll; July 
17th, Tlie Gospel 0/ Flirusopll)" IIodgson SlIlith; July 
:qth, 111115"'5 IIl1d 1:'11((,5, i\liss \Vhitehead; July 31st 
(at 3 p.m.) Is Tlieosoph), "lllti-Clzrislialt? and (at 7 
p.lll.) RcillCIIl'lllltiOIl, Mrs. Bes~ll1t. Lodge lectures on 
Fridays at 7.30 p.m., 23, East Parade. 

HULL LODGE. Lecture by l\Irs. Besant at tIle 
I\oyal Institution, on July 19th, at 8 pol11., '[he 
Search /01' God. Lodge llIeetings suspended until 
October. 

LEEDS LODGE. Meetings at the Leeds Arts 
Club Rooms, IS, Park Lane, 011 ~Tolltlays, at S 
p.m. Enquiries to 1\Ir. G. H. I'opplestone, 45, 
Brudenell I\oad, Ilyde Park, Leeds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. Meet
ing-son \Vednesdays, at 18, Colquit Street, at K p.I11.: 
July (-,t11, AlIilllal COlIsciollslless,; July l]th and 27th, 
Study of The YogtT 0/ /JiscrilllilltTIiOll,' July 20th, 
Study of TIll' ,SecI'd j)ocirillc. Monday, -'uly 11th, 
Study of TIle -,,°CilC/l Pr/lie/pits. i\1 rs. Besant will 
gi\'e a pllblic lecture on TIle NCIiI Ps),cholor;I', on 
July 2(-,th. Information from the Secretary, 18, 
C01(luit Street. 

LO;o.lDON, AUELI'III LODG E. Meetings at 2 I, 
CecilCourt, Charing Cross i{oad, \V.C., suspcnded 
until further notice. 

LONDON, BATTEI{SEA LODGE. Meetings sus-
pended during the summer. Enquiries to Mr. A. 
P. Cattanacb, 27, Dault f{oad, \Vandsworth 
Common, S.\V. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Meetingon Thurs
day, July 7th, at 8,30 p.m.: The Hylllll 0/ the Hobe 
of Glory, G. R. S. l\I ead. i\1eetings then suspended 
during the summer. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. 1\Ieetings at 84, 
Oakfield Road, \Vest Croydon, on \Vednesdays, 
at 8 p.m.: July 6th, Spiritllal AlchclIIY, Mrs. Des-

pard; July 13th, The Practical Value 0/ Theosophy, 
L. S. Jast; July 20th, Theosophy alld Spiritllalislll, 
E. King; .July 27th, Hritish Christiallit)', \V. B. 
Laucler. Hon. Sec., F. IIorne, 12, Katharine 
Strect, Croydon. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. Meetings at 9, 
Lyncroft Gardens, Finchley Eoad, N. \V., on 
MOlldays, at 8 p.I11.: July 4th, '[lie ZoditTc, \\frs. 
Leo; July 11th, Failll, Alan Leo; July 18th, 
Through the Gates 0/ Gold, M rs. Leo. 

LONDON, LOTUS LODGE. Meetings for children 
and young people at 8, Inverness Place, Queen's 
Road, Bayswater, \V., on Sundays at 3 p.m.: 
July 3rd, No meeting; July 10th, Study of MIIIl 

Visible a7ld Illvisible. Meetings then suspended 
till Sept. +th. Intending visitors should address 
Miss M. A. Sidley, 3, Nassington Road, Hamp
stead Heath, N.W. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. l'Ileetings for 
enquirers on \Vednesdays, at 13, Tyndale Place, 
Uppcr Street, N., at K.30 p.m. Class for study of 
lIlall VisiiJ/c awi llll'isiblc on Mondays. Hon. 
Secretary, Vincent Lewis, address as above. 

LONDON, WEST LONDON LOIlGE. i\Ieetings at 
8, Inverness l'lace, ~2ueen's Eoad, \V., on Fridays, 
at8 p.111. Suspended during July and August. 

MAKCHESTER LODGE. i\[eetings on Tuesdays, 
at 7.30 p.Ill., in Hoom 38, 16, John Dalton Street, 
Mallchester. [11 formation frolll the I IOll_ Secretary, 
Brook Lca, MelIor, 1\[arple Bridge. 

MANCIIESTI<:R, DIDSlnrRY LO])GE. :'ITeeting.of 
ManciJestcr mcmbers at Didsbury, to meet 1\1 rs. 
Besant, July 23rd, at 3.+5 p.lll. Other meetings 
suspended during the sUlllmer. Information from 
the Hon. Secretary, Spath Lodge, Spath l\oad. 

MANCHESTER, SOUTlI MANCHESTER CENTRE. 
Meetings for members on Thursdays, at 8 p.I11., at 
Pall1lerston Hall, PalmerstoIl Street, Moss Side. 
Open to non-members on the fourth Thursday. 
Information from the Hon. Secretary, 16, Brook 
I{oad, HeatoIl Chapel, Stockport. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. 1\Ieetings at 46, 
Linthorpe l\oad. 

NOTTING1IA~1 LODGE. l\Ieetings on the second 
and f()urtiI Vlednesdays, al], St. Jallles' Street, at 
8 p.ll!. COllllllunications by post to \V. E. 
])owson, 10, Mapperley Eoad, Nottingham. 

UXFORD CENTRE. Information from J. \\'alter 
Cock, 37, I \eechcroft l\.oad, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LOllGl<:. Meetings on Fridays, at 
8.T5 p.m., and 011 Sundays, at 6.30 p.I11., at 19, 
Cornwall Street. Enquiries to Dr. E. Mariette, 
Ford Park IIollse, 1\Iutley. 

l\.II'ON CENTRE. i\Ieetings at 2, Ashville, on 
Thursdays, at 8 p.ll1. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. 1\Ieetings at Bainbridge 
Buildings, New Surrey Street, on Sundays, at 
6.15 p.lll. On 1\Iondays at 7.30 p.Il1., class for 
tbe study of Plato. On \Vednesdays, at 7.30 
p.1I1., class for the study of Kurllla. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. Public meetings dis-
continued till Septemher. Lecture hy J\Irs. 
Besant, Is Theosophy Allti-Christiall? in the Phil
harmonic IIall, July 6th, at 8,30 p.ll1. Enquirers' 
meeting, July 7th, at 3 p.I11., 23. Portland Terrace. 
Lodge meetings, 23, Portland Terrace, on th~ 
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second and fourth Wednesdays, at 8.30 p.m. 
Information by letter from Mrs. HolIick, Cranleigh, 
The Polygon, Southampton. 

TYNESIDE LODGE. Meetings on the last Sunday 
of the month, at 6,30 p.m., at Lily House, off 
Ocean View, \Vhitley Bay, and class for study on 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at 80, Saville Street, North 
Shields. 

YORK LODGE. Meetings for the study of I'lato's 
Republic, on Fridays, at ~ p.m., at 34A, Coney 
Street. Information from Miss Ella Drowne, River 
View, Marygate, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

CONCERNING" AMEN." 

G. R. S. M.-I am glad to see that my answer 
on this subject has drawn out some further replies. 
I now find myself between two iires-" exoteric" 
and" esoteric "-and ought I suppose to hide lily 
diminished head behind anything of thc nature of 
a rampart that lllay be left to me. 

Nothing would please me better than to have 
the statemcnts of F. E. and G. A. (~. proved and 
demonstrated; but this can scarcely be said to 
have been done. 

Erman may very well cOlllpare the hieroglyphic 
which is usually transliterated by a, with the 
Hebrew yod, but unfortunately A1lIfII ill lIchrew 
does not begin with ),od but with aleph-- 'o~. 

The draught-board hieroglyphic may I stand for 
"stability," though what conneclion there can be 
between the board and the idea is not so very 
evident,-but the meaning of Alilm in Egyptian is, 
as far as I am aware, never given as " stability," 
!Jut as "hidden" or "senet." (See glossary to 
Budge's First Steps in HgyptiaJl, p. 293-where the 
hieroglyphic is not Lt drallght-hoard. but a comb.) 

Agaiil Ii, if I mistake not, nny mean" great," 
as well as" Ah," " 0," "Oh." Great--! 

Dut all of this is beside the point unless F. E. 
can prod uce some examples of the ritual use of 
All/ell in Egyptian. 

Nor do I think" scholarship" can be so lightly 
brushed aside as simply a Illass of prejud ice; for Hut 
only ,,"ould lhe contributors to the l~'llL)'clop(cdia 
Biblica be only too pleased to trace the nOl1- Hebrew 
origin of any Biblical phenomenon and especially 
of so fa1l1ous Cl one as A JIlen, but also a very great 
deal of work has lately been done (especially by 
Krauss) on what are called Hebrew" loan-words." 
To my mind the hypothesis of a conspiracy of 
silence is somewh'l.t feeble. 

As to the statements made by G. A. G., he 
affords no means of controlling them. It may, 
however, b.e remarked that the Septua?"int trans
lator transhterates the II ebrew A lIIen mto Greek 
as Aliii'll, thus preserving the long vowel (Portu
guese, ay as in "pay," German, i as in " alive ") 
in Hebrew. The Egyptian AlIlen, however, 
was transliterated into Greek as AmIl101l or AlIlOItIl, 

a proper name. Now in Sanskrit Olil, a single 
syllable, for mantra-purposes may be made tri
syllabic A-lt-1iz, but never two-syllabled; and it 
,,",ovld further puzzle the highest philological adept 

to insert even a short vowel, the neutral a, say, in 
the single consonant 1;1, much less an i', or an il, or 
an 011. 

Maybe that Bahylonian relics may some day 
have something to say to us of a common parent 
of Olit and A IIICII; bu t so far that day has not 
da wned, and we must possess our philological 
souls in patience. 

As to A. H. H., he puzzles me; !"EVE('} does not 
exist in Greek. "I remember" is ILlI'J')/rTK{J' (from 
root P.(£(J)). But to rejoice F. E.'s mind we may 
add ItEI'''} (of which there is an archaic form p.{p.v<v) 
means to remain, slalld fast, etc. 

It should, further, always be remembered that 
the Ancients possessed not even the crudest 
notions of pililology in its Illodern meaning; with 
the1l1 it was all pure word-play of the 1110st fantastic 
sort, as mJas "a goose," {/ lIillldo, " from swiml11ing." 
Tile correct solution may, therefore, just as pro
bably be found along the lines of irrationality, as 
by plodding in the tracts of reason. 

STRAY NOTES. 

Readers are illvitcd 10 smd ill lIIaterial which they 
thillk the editor could IIse ill this (011111111. The co-opera
fioll of lIIany persolls will greatly illcrease its scope and 
illtercst. 

It is profuundly interesting to catch the echo of 
Theosophical methods and teachings in at least one 
of our most prominent London pulpits. At St. 
John'S, \Vestminster, Archdeacon "\Vilberforce re
cently concluded a fine discourse on "Spiritual 
Sight" with these words: 

"Eager, purposeful thought is creative and 
powerfully affects human bodies. It is possible
nay, it is actually prescribed by st. Paul-to 
transfer thought from one plane of your being to 
another; to ini1uence by l1lind action the subli
minal self. He says, 'Reckon yourself dead to 
sin,' 'f{eckon yourself alive to God.' In other 
words, strongly think and assert the all-ness ·of 
God; strongly think and assert the nothingness of 
evil,and power will come to controllowerconclitions. 
Now, why should not this be the educative process 
of the inner eye, lbe spiritual, real self? \-Vhat is 
there to prevent us, for example, fro111 initiating a 
mental conception based upon our Lord's assertion 
that the Kingdom of Hea ven is within us; power
fully concentrating the mind upon it, and holding 
it as long a" we can? Such a mental outlook for 
example, as this: address yourself in the third 
person and assert: 'There is a Soul of Sou1s, a 
Supreme Father-Spirit, around me, within me; 
this is my true ego, my real self. The bundle of 
feelings and habits inherited or self-formed is not 
my real self: it i5 not 1. It is vacuity, negation. 
I desire to affirm and shut myself up to this Infinite, 
I111IllClnent Life. I desire self-surrender to the 
faintest stirring of this indwelling Eternal Logos 
of God.' 

" Might \Ye not hope thus to enter at least into 
the margin of true self-realisation through tht) 
em pha tic denial of the false self? " 
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The ether has proved a most prolific source of 
scientific speculation (and non-scientific also!) for 
these many years past. The tr<lined and ex
perienced scientist and the amateur alike have 
tried to give some scientific scheme which will 
render its nature more intelligible. For the most 
part the theories have been directed at some ex
planation of the two apparently coctradictory 
properties of great rigidity and perfect fluidity 
whIch are generally assumed to co-exist. The 
latest speculation, however, is of a nature entirely 
different. Mendel6erf, the famous l\.ussian chemist, 
to whom is largely due the now universally accepted 
"periodic classification" of the elements, has 
recently issued what he terms "a chemical con
ception of the ether," based mainly upon the 
periodic system which usually bears his name. 
In this systerll, as most people are now aware, the 
known elements are arranged in groups following 
the order of the atomic weights, and it is found 
that most of their properties depend in some manner 
upon the weights or the masses of the atoms, so 
that at the end of each" period" the properties 
repeat themselves and form a series of groups, 
each having qualities distinguishing it from the 
others. In the older grouping commonly used 
there were seven distinct groups and a somewhat 
puzzling eighth, the iron group. Now we have to 
add a ninth of an entirely different naturc, the 
characteristic of which is tliat all the elelllents are 
gaseous, and arc, so far as can be discovered, 
absolntely inert, that is, form no chemical com
pound with any other element. These are helium, 
neon, argon, krypton, and xenon, with gaps which 
will probably be filled in time. rvlendclecJT terlllS 
this the zero group. 

Now of known elements hydrogen klS L)y far the 
lowest atomic weight, and is, indeed, the only 
element of its series yet discovered. (A series 
consists of the elements, one frolll each grollp, 
following in order of atomic weig~lts, and hence 
is the horizontal di\'isioll, while the group is the 
vertical, ill the usual table.) Mendelecfl's new 
theory proposes an exten!:'ion of the periodic 
system not only to a complete hydrogen s(~ries hut 
to a series beyond, and to this, he suggests, belongs 
ether, which is th'us a chemical elenlCnt, an ex
tremely light gas. Ether proper he places in the 
helium, or inert, group, as it must be incapable of 
chemical combination, in order that it may be 
freely distributed throughout the universe. As 
we go up the scale in any given group we find the 
elements decreasing more rapidly in atomic weight, 
and hence two stages above helium would lead us 
to an element possibly lIlany thousands of times 
lighter than hydrogen and having molecules mov
ing so rapidly that no known body is sufficiently 
attractive to retain them permallently. In this 
theory the ether would increase in density in the 
neighbourhood of other bodies owing to gravita
tion, but no part of space would be denuded 
entirely. 

This extraordinary tbeory is new only as applied 
to a defll1ite chemical scheme, as the idea of ether 
being a gas is a theory about as old as the know
ledge of gases and as completely discarded as the 

corpuscular theory of light. Revived by a man of 
such great eminence it must be worthy of some 
consideration, .. though l\Iendeleeff in his very 
modest exposltlOn makes nl) effort to show that 
the theory explains any of the phenomena de
pendent on the ether, and the whole scheme is an 
entire re\'ersal of recent physical views. The real 
interest appears to lie in an extension of chemical 
tbeory and the suggestion that tbere may be bodies 
of a cl~elllical nature sllrrollnding us e\'erywhere, 
amI std I so ~ubtle and rare that we have not yet 
the llleans of distinguishing them. 

ENQUIRER. 

The following queS[iOllS based on l\Iyers' 
HII III IllI Persollality have been submitted to TI-IE 
V.lIL\N, with the re(luest tbat tbey might be 
puhlished and readers who have made any study 
of these matters invited to co-operate in expressing 
tbeir views and obtaining if possible a clearer 
understanding of the general problem considered 
by 1\'1 yers. To facilitate the puhlication of the 
replies, each qllestion should he treated sepamtely. 
_1. It'. 0.--

(If) IVltal expllflllltiolls or sllggestiolls IWile stlldcllts of 
Tlleosophy to affcr with rl'gllrd to,' i., Tlie 
SII/;lillll1l111 ,'-,'dj; ii., The" Psychical Oill
/,Im/glll " ; iii., I-IYPlloti( .','lIggcStiOIl ? 

(/)) Is Te/trllillY 11 ji/odty afthe astral 01' II/entlll body, 
or oj botlz? Is it IlIlIIlogOIIS to TOlu'!, ? 

(c) HI/lilt diffcrCllCi:S ill tlze ciliate, astl'lIl ay II/wta! 
bodies II/ark Sla/, , J Jypllosis, Narcosis, 
So 111I1iI IIdm lis III , 1'1'£1 11((, Possessioll, L<;cstasy, 
IllSilllity, Hysteria? 

(il) H'/lIIt is tlil' na/llre oj Moods? /)0 lliey bear 
all)' rt/Iltioll to cascs of Sccolldllry Persollality? 

(e) M)ws d,j£ncs SlIggestioll as" a sllcassflllappral 
10 tlie sublimil/al stlf." TV Imt is the (Ollditioll 
of SIlCceSS? 1 s it Fllit Il? I! so, what challgc 
ill Ihe aslr,il or Il/wlal hody is produccd by 
Faitll ? 

(f) f s there a de/illiie orgilll of Sdf-COIISciollslless ill 
Ihe bmlll? [11 /,ossesslOlI or ill (ascs ojll111ltiplcx 
/,crSOllillity is Ihis orgall SlIc((ssivel), IIsed by 
ot/ar mtitll's, or by 01 her s!tmt/Is ? 

(:;) rVhat dijJcrcllrt', zj all)" exisls uctwCCIl tlle object 
Dj tlie Socil'iy fur Psychical Ncsl'llrch-tlie investi
gatioll of residllal pllellOlI/clliT-alld the third 
object of Ihe Thcosophical Society?, 

(h W Itat evidCllcc lC'ulItd be 1I1'ccssary to establish tlte 
theory of NcillCilmalioll ? 

QUESTION 235. 
(COil till IIcd frolll p. 88.) 

X.-J s it possilile to love Illtlllallily, aud cOlltil/lIe to work 
for it, after havillg beell IrCilted by it, or a portioll of 
it, with lIuyliill't laughter alld scom, and lIlade to feel 
like a meddlillg jool ? 
I. H.-Possible-for it has been done; and 

what one can do is possible ultimately for all. 
Easy it is not; and perhaps for some, in any 
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given life, impossible, since they may have Imilt 
for themselves a character which needs reconstruc
tion before the return of loving-kindness for 
mockery is possible. But we all know-or very 
many of us Imow-that it is possible to be deeply 
hurt and prof')[!nclly humiliated, and yet to love 
the friend who h;ls wounded us. \;Vhen we 
recognise humanity as a well-loved friend, I take 
it that we shall apply to the many what wc have 
applied to our dealings with the onc. 1 think that 
it is sometimes useful to examine ourselves to see 
how far we can remove the st ing of injustice 
by seeing whether we worked unl\'i,ely; IV hether, 
in truth, humanity wa~; altogether wrong in its 
harsh treatment. After all, it does not much matter 
if \Ve are made to "feel like 1I1eddling fools," if \\'e 
have not meddled, and are not fools, whereas, if 
there is an element of folly or meddling in our 
action, we are fortunate in realisil1g it, if indeed 
we are seekers after tnltil, for the lirst and most 
important trllth which Cod or 11l1lllallity can teach 
us is to understand ourselves and tIle instrlll11ents 
with which we haye to \\'ork. 

E. A. n.-Undoubtedly- -If once the prcdOl\1i
nance of the personal self has lleen really conqllered 
-as has been ('xell1plifled ;lgain and again by the 
various great teachers of i11e world, and in hn1l1hler 
fashion also by nUll1hers of noble l1len and WOlllen 
who have SIWllt their lives lo\'ingly for others, 
regardless of l1lisunderstanding, ridicllle or ahuse, 
in complete self-forgd fnlness. It is difficult 
indel·d for most of us at present, hllt "possible "-
no\\', or later-for us all. ' 

lVI. E. G.-One of the IllOSt striking anci helpful 
ideas that Theosophy has prescnted to the world 
is that" tbc Man" or Individual evoh'es first on 
the path of "taking," all(1 then on the path of 
"gi\'ing"; and this view I think will make the 
solution of the al'O\'e qllestioll easy. Dmillg the 
long outward journey "the l\!an" t!Jell grows 
through grasping. He builds hi!lIself lip hy layillg 
bandson all that he can get OIl every plane. J\cCjllisi
tion for the separated Self is the motive power of 
existence, and in the earlier stages, at any rate, 
mercy, 10\'e al1d justice are swept frolll his path as 
hindrances. unless tl,ey tend in any way to exalt 
or intensify the Self. So life follows life, "the 
Man" blindly grasping, never realising that what 
he takes another often wishes for, or perhaps e\'en 
loses, and that as he leaves the scene of each life 
drama he leaves behind him enell1ie~ on every 
side, who will Illost certainly cross his path in tlle 
future, linked to his previons actions. \Vhat 
wonder, then, when he reaches the turning-point of 
the way and faces homewards, when he has sensed, 
however dil1Jly, that Ilotlling on eartb can satisfy, 
that all turns to dust and ashes in the grasping, 
what wonder is it that be should find enemies 
springing up out of the past, tlot only sworn foes, 
but those also stirred by unconscious memor\' to 
whom his present attit 11de is Cl reproach and J\~ho 
will gladly laugh at his discol11fiture. l\nd this 
may go OIl for Illany lives, utltil, as the querist Pllts 
it, he is ready to work for HUl1lanity and does his 

best to love it. Only the thought of the great 
examples can then help the pilgrim. Those who, 
when they were reviled, reviled not again; those 
who taught of that Father in Heaven who 1l1akes 
His Sun to shine on the evil and the good alike. 
The path may he long and uphill, but one thing is 
sure-no one who gi yes his life in willing service 
but will grow to love that he serves. It cannot 
come all at once, mistakes made in ignorance may 
lira w down the epithet of l11eddling fool, or even 
harder terms, but once let him understand that the 
law is first, that be is reaping the harvest of his own 
sowing, and all is well, for deep in the heart of 
lllllllanity lies the craving for jnstice, quite as much 
as for 100'e. 

A. I":. O.-The old fallacy works in this question 
of il1lagining that we always lo\'e or cease frolll 
loving for reasolls. Colloquially we often assume 
that cOllCluct pleasing to oneself generates love, and 
the contrary condllct-destroys it; but quite as often, 
happilv, cases occur of the persistence of lo\'e long 
after all reason for it has passed a\vay, indeed, long 
after every reason [or hate has been shown. 

The confllsioll arises from the dOl1ble nature of 
Lm'e. "Lo\'<: is not love that alters wl1en it 
alteration limls." That, IIndou!Jtedly, is the true 
love of which the: best have dreamed. The other 
loye is earthy, and heing born and nourished of 
pleasure natllrally dies when pleasure goes. 

\\'ho, therefore, cea"es to love and work for 
Jllllllanity, hecause of "mockillg laughter, etc.," 
has in reality ne\'er lo\'eu hlllllallity at all. Loving 
1 Ii1l1sclf, he has simply nursed for a while the fickle 
source of his pleasure, and abandoned it when tbe 
st realll of pleasure failed. 

But the real lover is not set, nor ever was, upon 
his own ad\'<lntage. r{ejecied, llIocked and scorned 
for the offer of himself in one fOrIll, he will not be 
baulked, IJllt instantly contri\'es anutlJer forl1l. 
Forhiddell to work for his beloved in one way he 
cunningly devises a more secret a11d excellent way. 
h'easons that for the cllpboard-lo\'er prove the 
cupboard hare are for the true lover warnings that 
he has been detected, and tbat a new disguise is 
needed. For wiJo, if reasons be sought for lo\'e, 
needs love more th,1.I1 the poor humanity that 
nHKks alld laughs the lo\'c of itself to scorn? 

QUESTION 237. 

T.-Does tlie c/talllillg of lIlalltms realty sltrroltnd olle 
wit It good illjlue7lces ? 

E. l{.,~To understand t he effect produced by it 

chanted mantram or "\Vord of Power," it is 
necessary to know s011lething of the power of sound. 
Science has shown that sound llllilds form, that 
the more perfect the harmonies in this sound, the 
more eX'lui~ite the forms it produces. It is true 
it can hreak as well as llllild whell too strong for 
tile form acted upon, but we are IIOW 1110re especi
ally concerned with its huilding power. Those 
who ba\'e learned to look behind things physical 
into matter of a finer kind, tell us that the forll1s 
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produced by sound :lre not conlined to the physical, 
but :lre found in all states of matter, changing into 
ever lovelier and I1lore exquisite shapes as the 
vibrations tra\'cl onwards through nlatler of ever 
increasing fineness. In the case of lllantras chanted, 
the delicacy and beauty of the forllls produced will 
depend on the purity, knowledge :lnd devotion Of 

the lllan or woman who gi vcs them lltterance. 
That is, the purity of the motive that gives [,irtb to 
the thought finding utterance in :In establishecl 
form of words in which there is a mystic power, 
will decide as to the quality of matter in which the 
sound thus produced will work; the lnzo7cl/ecige of 
the effects produced by sound on matter of all 
planes will greatly influence the definiteness of the 
forms produced; and, according to the strength or 
feebleness of the devotioJl that is the l110ti ve power 
behind all, so will be the directness and swiftness 
of the impulse carrying the sound and its accom
panying forms to ever higher and higher planes. 
These forms, we are told, attract the attention of 
high" Intelligences "-sign:lls, as it were, to thelll, 
of the needs of brothers less developed th:ln thelll
selves-and to attrilct their attention is to ensure 
helpful harmonious thoughts that will strengthen 
all good resolutions, and help to ward off the evil 
int1uences with which c\'t~ry struggling soul 1ll1lst 
do battle, And so the chanted l1l<lntram does 
surround the earnest aspir:lnt with good iullllences. 

E. L.-That depends on the Ill:tntras. Presulll
ably the questioner means "good" ones. The 
occult power of sound is enormous, especially when 
used by those trained, and a person can do harm 
or good by such use proportionately to his knowledge. 
Even people who are unaware of this truth connected 
,vith sound feel themselves affected by it disagree
ably or otherwise-by music or hUl1wn voices for 
instance. The sense of repulsion felt towards a 
stmnger without knowing why, points to a discord 
taking place. A "ery real note in the one aura has 
been struck and clashed by contact with one 
repellent. This in one sense is the Ilearing of 
astr:ll sound. A survival of this knowledge 
possessed in earlier times is found in the church 
cilants and repetitions of cert"in formulas. Sanskrit 
mantras ch:lnted by one who is:ln occultist produce 
a powerful effect on the subtle bodies of his hearers, 
the more so when they are sensitive and responsive. 

A. l\. O.-\Ve are told that it does, if the 
mantras are the right ones, and if they are rightly 
ch:lnted, and if the tillles and seasons be rightly 
chosen, and if the one who chants be rightly 
disposed, and if--there is much virtue in your 
infinite if! But what of it all? Is X. any nearer 
to knowing anything? \Vould not opinion, thus 
derived, add merely one superstition the more to the 
mind? \Vhat is a mantr:lm? Are they all con
tained in Sanskrit, or, perchance, do they lie in 
profusion among the poems and in the sweet 
familiar phrases of every tongue. Dou btless-I 
like to imagine it as one of the pleasures of the 
future-magnificent and perfect magical sounds 
may be revealed: may, for all we know, be re
vealed to some now: but for the present I am 

content with the proven medicinal ll1agic of the 
songs of birds, of a few lines from Shakespeare, of 
a piJrase fro1l1 Keats, of a song of Shelley's. There, 
I believe, are Ollr realmantras, :lIHl words of power: 
and though, like all the rest, I ha\"e experimented 
with "magical" gibberish, 1 have found none 
bring me such inflllences as these. 

U. I\.-The silllplest way of answering this 
question is perhaps the rather prolix one of 
trying to outline, as briefly as may be, the theory 
of mantras. And Jirst we must distinguish three 
distinct :lspects of tire problem, each of which needs 
separate treatment. I will term these for conveni
ence: (i.) the pnrely mechanical; (ii.) the volitional
ideational-emotional; and (iii.) the sympathetic. 

(i.) Mechanically considered, a mantral11 is 
nothing more than a succession of sound waves or 
vibrations, repeated over and over again. 

I.f uttered aloud, in proper rhythm, pronuncia tion 
and accentuation, o\'er and often again, the e1fect 
will be to produce a series of perfectly regular, 
reCllrrent pulses, or waves of compression and 
mrefaction in the air; each series h:lving a 
delinite complex structnre and each succeeding 
the other regularly. This may IJe Sllll1med up by 
saying that the tutal effect is to establish a 
delinite, rhythmic sl:lle of vibration in the air and 
also (by reaction) in the physical body of the 
utterer. 

The same will also apply lo the cllwric hody 
and its etiJeric snrroundings, though the intensity 
of the effect in this region will in large part depend 
upon the volitional factor, in other words on the 
degree of concentration of the will and attention 
to be dealt with under (ii.). 

Further, neglecting for the present questions 
connected with the fourth aud higher dimensions 
of being, as observed on the subtler planes, since 
we know too little as yet to deal with their 
dynamics, it is evident that, although in a degree 
depending still more upon the volitional, ideational 
factor, a silllilar rhythmic viln-ation will be set up 
in the astral and llIental budies and their surrollnd
ing matter. 

Thlls as a purely UlCcklllical fact, a state of 
steaciy, rhythlllic, harmonious vibration will be 
induced thronghout the per;-;on and ill his immediate 
environment. And this will be the case, assuming 
the sounds to he proper] y chosen :lnd uttered, 
whether the sO\lnds have llllY meaning at all or 
none, and wholly independently of any but plll'cly 
mechanical considerations. I t should be noted, 
however, that froll1 this purely mechanical stand
point, the maximum effect will be produced on the 
level on which the vibrations are started, i.e., the 
dense physical, and the results ensuing will 
diminish in intensity as we pass to higher levels. 

(ii.) Take next the volitional, ideational and 
emotional factors which may be super-added, to 
almost any desired extent, upon the mechanical. 

Considered by itself, the will acts by intensifying 
and strengthening the rhythmic vibrations set up, 
especially in the subtler vehicles, viz., in the etheric, 
the astral and mental. Dut in the hvo latter, the' 
emotional and ideational also become of peculi:lr 
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importance, and p:nticlllarly the ideational or 
mental, as can be readily seen. For when the 
mantram is taken as embodying a thought, an 
aspiration, a purpose, and the will is concentrated 
and the attention sharply and steadily focussed on 
its significance, the efTect prodl1ced on the astral 
and mental planes is enormously increased, and 
far exceeds that produced on the physical, owing 
to the much greater plasticity of the Illatter of 
those planes, and to the further fact tilat the forces 
of thought and feeling are acting distinctly and 
immediately upon their corresponding orders of 
matter, while on the physical we have only the 
residual effects produced by these, in addition to 
the purely mechanical effects of the sound
vibrations. 

Of course, looked at again mechanically, the 
systems of vibrations set up 011 the subtler planes 
ha ve fea tures-rh yt hIll, steadiness, harmon iousness, 
etc.-corresponding to those 011 the physical. Bnt 
the intensity and effectiveness of these is greatly 
enhanced [or tbe reasons given, while the astral 
or Illental bodies ---or sheaths as they really arc) in 
llIost people-- are Illuch Illore powerfully and 
definitely affected. 

If the foregoing is cardull y worked out and 
thought over, I think the questioner will I"lcadily be 
able to understand one aspect of the errect produced 
by tlIe use of lllantras. 1\S an example, suppose 
some hostile, discordant, disturbing or inimical 
force to approach a person who is chanting
whether audibly or inaudibly--a holy harmonising 
mantrall1. I t comes up against a regular sphere 
of rhythmic, harmonised vibration, is autollliltically 
tbrown back like a bullet striking on the rim of a 
rapidly revolving wheel, and the person is quite 
unaffected by the evil influence. 

(iii.) But \ve must on now to consider the third 
factor involved in the theory of Illantras--the one 1 
have called the "sympathetic," and this I fear 
will prove somewhat more difficult to understand 
and grasp, while it will also eiltail a good deal of 
rather lengthy explanation, for which I can only 
apologise as being nece~sary if this action is to be 
understood. Hut I will try to be as brief as 1 call. 

The general principle-a strictly scientific one
involved is simply that of sympathetic vibration, 
or induction, which is the reason why I have used 
the term sympathetic to denote this aspect of the 
action of a mantral1l. Put very generally the 
principles involved Illay be stated thus:--

(a) Since everything in nature is in constant 
vibration, every object, on any plane, possesses a 
certain complex vibration-which lllay be called 
its note or chord-which it is always sounding. 

(b) \Vhene\'er the note or chord which belongs 
to any body is sounded outside of it, the body in 
question responds to that vibration, repeats and 
reinforces it. 

(c) If the" body" in Cl uestion is the vehicle or 
sheath of a conscious intelligent entity, the vibra
tion thus awakened in the sheath will-in propor
tion to its intensity-enter the consciOllsness of the 
being and attract his attention. 
. In applying these general principles to our 
mantras, we must remember that we arc accepting 

in this aspect of our investigation the data 
yielded by the use or higher faculties than the 
physical senses_ \Ve start then by saying that 
real genuine mantras have all heen "constructed" 
or "built up" scientifIcally, by highly evolved 
occultists, in snch a way that eacb mantra 
embodies the peculiar note or cbord of some one 
or more of the great spiritual, physical, or psychic 
powers, or intelligences, of the cosmos. And hence 
when it is chanted that order or orders of beings on 
each plane respectively will echo to it, take it up, 
repeat and reinforce it. And on the higher planes, 
the vibrations set up in Ollr own subtle bodies will 
call forth corresponding vibrations, and atTect the 
sheaths of the Devas, Powers, Masters, etc., and 
thus attract their attention-more or less-to our
selves. In otber words, the effect of the mantrams is 
to awaken the attention and draw around the -one 
who chants it, the influence and the power of tbe 
being, or order of beings, with which that mantrall1 
is in vi Imttory correspondence. 

I n this aspect, the intense c()ncentration of the 
will and attention and their emotional accompani
Illcnts will obviously be of the greatest importance. 

In view of this, a question may arise as to 
whether the mantram itself possesses an importance 
at all C(},:'1l1ensurate with that of the mental 
emotional and ynlitiJnal states referred to, and 
iJellce whether the Illantram for practical 11llrposes, 
l1light not e(lually wcll he altogether dispensed with, 
and tile s:L1lle results produced by purely volitional, 
mental and elllotional concentration. 

It is quite tme that theoretically this reasoning 
is sound and that the same reslIlts can be achieved 
without using any mantram at all. But such a 
method would be more or less wasteful of higher 
forms of energy which it is the duty of the 
occultist to employ as profita bl y as possible. For 
on the one h,ll1d the llse of the mantralll (whether 
mentally or audibly) enables the necessary vibra
tions to be set lip with a minimum expenditure of 
higher energy; while, on the other, the mantram 
perforllls a very i1llportant function in ddlning, 
concentrating and focussing the effort made, in 
virtlle of the ll1echanicallaws involved in its action. 
It would, of COllrse, he possible for an occnltist to, 
say, "create" a physical house by the exercise of 
pnre will-power; hut obviollsly it would be a 
procedure far more economical of higher energy to 
do so by utilising solid physical matter and the 
la ws of Illechanics. 

In snm, Lt mantram must therefore 1Iot be 
regarded as anything in the nature of a magical, 
miracle-working" formula"; but simply as one type 
of the wise adjustment of means to ends, the 
mastery of which forms so considerable a part of 
those lessons in practical wisdom which tbe 
experience of eyolution is ever engaged in teaching 
us. 

All cOlllllllmications or" Activities" must be in tlte 
hands of tlte Editor by the 20th of tlte month at latest. 
Secretaries of Branches are particulal'ly requested to 
note this. 
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