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SPIRITUALISM.
POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS CRITICISED.
IA paper read at the Masonic Hall, Birmingham, by T. Hands.]

““O! wad some power tho giftie gie ns
To see oorsels’ os ithors see us,
It would fra mony a blunder free us
And foolish notion.”

To BE able to see ourselves as others see us, is, as Burns
wrote, to possess a power and a faculty eminently useful
to the possessor. The process of mentally removing our-
selves from the sphere of Self, and reviewing the position
we occupy from the standpoint of the critic outside, is
usually found to be a healthy corrective to exaggerated
self-importance, either in individuals or societies, and is
admittedly, as desirable a gift to Spiritualists as to other
men.

From our new “ view-point, as “ Nunquam ™ would
say, we are able to judge more correctly of the feelings
entertained towards us by the outside world, to see how
far our aims and methods are in touch with the spirit of
the times, and generally to gxiage the proportionate
quota, which we are contributing to the progress of
thought.

If Spiritualists were found lacking in this power of
reversed perspective, it could scarcely be said to be due to
want of assistance in the matter of criticism, for probably
no subject has received such copious showers of it, friendly
or otherwise (mostly otherwise) directed from all quarters,
and of varying degrees of intensity.

Whatever we may think of the “ Man in the Street”
as a critic, we must confess that his criticisms have the
merit of candour, and the Spiritualist usually manages to
get his full share of the benefit (?) to be derived from
them.

If we put ourselves in his place then we anticipate his
criticisms, meet his objections, and in a measure disarm
him, at the same time strengthening ourselves.

In doing this, however, the alteration of perspective
that attends the change is sometimes such as to lead us to
think that our critics have not chosen an altogether
favourable position for studying us with that accuracy of
judgment which we consider is absolutely essential to a
proper appreciation of the Spiritual Movement.

Whether this be so or not we do not now pause to con-
sider. We freely admit our imperfections, and claimno mono-
poly of truth, but we do claim that we are in possession of
facts which entitle us to assert and proclaim as truths all
that is implied in the word Spiritualism.

While we thus welcome qualified critics and criticism,
we must be pardoned if we dissent strongly when we
are asked to recognise ourselves in some of the miscon-
ceptions that prevail regarding us. We say some because
it Is necessary to distinguish. There are some misconcep-
tions which reach the dignity of theories, and which relate
only to the difference of interpretation of the phenomena
which admit the existence of the facts, and respect the
existence of the Spiritualist, as telepathy, thought trans-
ference, etc. While these theories are misconceptions,
there are misconceptions which are not theories.

A theory, right or wrong, is the outcome of reason
and judgment, but the misconceptions that are under con-
sideration to-night are the result, pure and simple, of
bigoted, unenlightened imagination.

To see ourselves not as others see us but as others
simplv imagine us, is to reveal not our shortcomings but
the ignorance of others, ignorance of what Spiritualism
really is and of the true character of Spiritualists as a
body. The grotesque and absurd ideas that shape them-
selves in the minds of many as to the nature of Spirit-
ualism, are too familiar for us to derive any satisfaction
from their repetition ; they are occasionally amusing and
sometimes exasperating ; not remarkable for brilliancy
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of conception or flattering to the intellect of those who
express them. They, nevertheless, have the merit, if it be
a merit, of unchangeableness (it is surprising how ever-
green they aie), we find them cropping up again and
again with the regularity of the figures in a gyroscope.

When those who entertain them happen to get more
closely acquainted with the reality of Spiritualism, they
get them uprooted and dispersed, but there always seems
a reversionary interest attached to them, and they are
re-aired by those who acquire them, with a smug com-
placency that seeks to impress you with the conviction
that you have at last got hold of one who can tell you
all about it. It is only when they eventually knuckle
under to the facts of Spiritualism and hear their old argu-
ments and opinions trotted out by their successors in
scepticism, that they begin to realise how “ weary, stale,
flat, and unprofitable” must they have previously ap-
peared in the eyes of the Spiritualists.

These misconceptions are of a heterogenous descrip-
tion, the progeny of types of mind which, in their relation
to Spiritualism, range from apathetic indifference through
scornful incredulity and unreasoning fear to holy horror
and absolute hatred, and it is the persistency of them that
causes us to be as constantly occupied in explaining what
Spiritualism is not as in what it really is.  The most pro-
nounced and offensive preconceptions that emanate from
these ““impressionists” are those that ascribe its motive
power to swindling and credulity and Satanic influence;
while there is a third type, not so offensive, but quite as
erroneous, that has its particular bogey, what might be
termed sorcery. The victim of any of these monstrosities
of imagination might with advantage seek the gift that
Burns implored for us.  The salutary effects that result
from its exercise the Spiritualist will generously”share
with him, for Spiritualism is opposed to all monopolies,
beneficial or otherwise, and to ensure the process being
thorough and complete, is willing to assist in the perform-
ance.

Suppose, then, for the nonce, that we reverse the usual
order of criticism, and endeavour to show the holders of
these misconceptions the exact relation they bear to
Spiritualism as it is.

It is just possible that they may have some representa-
tives among this present audience, for—like John Smith
in Blatchford’s “ Merrie England”—they belong to a
numerous family.

To make a beginning, then, there are some of you who
think Spiritualism an unblushing, brazen system of roguery
and deception, and Spiritualists a mixture of knaves and
dupes. We know you think so, for, in this connection we
have heard you repeat with much unction the well-known
lines—* Doubtless the pleasure is as great of being cheated
as to cheat,” as an explanation of the enthusiasm of its
adherents. And you hug yourself when you reflect from
what serene heights of superior discernment you survey
this grovelling superstition. It is probable, however, that
you have never asked yourselves a few plain questions,
which we, in our desire to enlighten you, will ask for you.

In the first place, did you ever know a fraud to elude
discovery and exposure that was subjected to the keenest
and closest investigation for a period extending over
many years, by persons who at the outset were deter-
mined to expose it?  Yet this is what Spiritualism has
done! Not only so, but this “fraud ” has so cunningly
counterfeited the truth as to convince its would-be
exposers of its genuineness. The history of Modern
Spiritualism is one long, brilliant record of victories
obtained over such opponents, amongst those so con-
vinced being men and women whose names are known and
command respect throughout the world, who are pre-
eminent in their various pursuits, and whose qualifications
as shrewd and honest observers not one can dispute or
call in question
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But we have a further question for you. Did you
ever know of a fraud so confident and secure in his pre-
tensions that he advised you to adopt the very method of
inquiry which you would desire if you were trying to
unmask him and prove his hollowness?  Yet this is what
Spiritualism does ! It urges you to investigate its claims
in the privacy of your own homes, without the presence or
aid of those whom you so elegantly term knaves or dupes.

We know that in some of your moods you pronounce
it to be “ clever conjuring,” but where will you find the
conjurer willing to give himself so completely away, as he
would do, if this were conjuring ? No, my friends, what-
ever Spiritualism is, it is not fraud. This idea of yours
will have to go, and you will gain in earnestness what you
lose in assurance wheéii it does. As'to dupes,—just take
the trouble to note as impartially as you can, the mental
and moral calibre of those whom you so contemptuously
designate. Test them as to their capacity to discharge the
duties of citizenship; their shrewdness and acumen in
business (that great criterion of yours). You will find
them not easily overreached, for dupes. In whatever
profession you meet them, you will have to admit that they
show no signs of mental incapacity or lack of balance.
But do not stop here, follow them to their homes and
enquire—with that judicial severity that so well becomes
you—into their domestic relations. Don’t be afraid of the
charge of uncharitableness—they are only Spiritualists |
and they will stand the test fairly well, you will acknow-
ledge, for we think you are “indifferently honest,”—that
they make as good fathers, mothers, and children,as those
whom you would place much higher in the scale of ethical
development. If you concede this, as you will undoubtedly
have to do, we want you to tell us where your right to
stigmatise them as the plastic subjects of dexterous knaves
comes in?

You must forgive us our pertinacity in questioning,
but we want you to understand that you are by no means
the important and formidable critics you have imagined
yourselves, when seen from the Spiritualists point of view.
They know that your dogmatic assertion is, to put it
mildly, a misconception. That you view them as dupes,
simply because you are ignorant of what they have
found to be true, and when you thus arrogantly stigma-
tise them it is due to an excess of politeness, and not from
any lack of reason if they refrain from retorting upon you
thatyou are yourselves the dupes of your own precon-
ceived ideas and shallow judgment. But they do not
desire to speak thus harshly, for many of them once looked
at Spiritualism from the same point of view as you now
do, they only ask you to remove this misconception from
your path by practical inquiry, confident that your innate
sense of honeBty will eventually bring you to admit the
truth of much which you now contemn.

It would seem too much to presume the presence
at a Spiritualist meeting of those of you who provide the
next analysis.  Still we know there is courage to be found
in numbers, and with the gas burning brightly, and sus-
tained by the thought that you are within easy reach of
assistance, should the spirits become too formidable, you
have ventured to honour us with your presence with some
fear and trembling, doubtless ; still, we are glad that the
attraction, despite your fears, has for once proved too
strong to resist, as it gives us the opportunity to have a
few words with you : the misconception of which you, my
friend, are thevictims, springsfrom the same common source
(ignorance) as the former, but, although equally erroneous,
it is ‘entirely opposite in character, and reveals a very
different set of ideas. Contrasting strongly with the total
disbelief in the supernatural origin of the Spiritualistic
phenomena, evinced by our first critic, the mental pen-
dulum in your case takes a swing in the direction of
exaggerated belief, allied with an unworthy fear. Not
only do you think there is “ something in it,” but there is
a great deal too much in it for you. You are afraid to
have anything to do with it, ““it is so uncanny.” In
endeavouring to show you how you appear to the c-yee of
the Spiritualist, we are afraid you will think us uncom-
plimentary, for we certainly consider that you manifest a
great deal of that superstition which your brother of the
knave and dupe, fiction, so largely credited ourselves with,
consequently you must forgive us if the glance with which
we regard you has a gleam of contempt init. For what
does the picture reveal ? It shows us that you regard the
Spiritualist as something unnatural—as a morbid and
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gruesome being, whose mind is not built in the ordinary
way. You feel as happy in his presence as you do when
you have to pass through a churchyard at midnight. He
smells of the dead! while the mention of the word seance
gives you the creeps and the cold shudders.

With your mind saturated with notions of ghouls and
phantoms, and the “ sheeted dead ” that “ walk during
the witching hours of night,” you are terrified at the idea
of conversing with spirits. ~ You have fearful dreams of
unquiet graves, whose occupants come trooping at the
weird summons of the “ medium ” to manipulate portable
articles of furniture, and in various other ways make
themselves disagreeable.

You have also read from time to time in the public
press, garbled and highly coloured accounts of Spiritual-
istic seances, the immediate effect of which has been to
endow the Spiritualist (in your imagination) with those
undesirable attributes already spoken of, and to invest
his daily life with a weird atmosphere of shadowy
apparitions.  In short, you imagine that his existence is a
prolonged phantasmagoria, and Spiritualism itself a
perpetual Walpargis Night.  Out of the materials sup-
plied by your own morbid chimeras you have constructed
a grotesque figure, which you have labelled Spiritualism,
and from which you recoil with fear and aversion.

To bi concluded.

THE-RED CROSS.
By WESLEY NOAKES.

Chapter |.—The London Branch of the League.
A WET, miserable night. Not an intermittent rain—now
heavy, now a mere drizzle—but a steady, continuous
downpour, calculated to damp, depress, and drown the
most ardent spirit, no matter how cheerful and bright he
or she might be under ordinary circumstances.” Not a
night in which to be abroad for pleasure. The hurrying
passers-by all seemc-d to be actuated by a common im-
pulse : that of seeking their destination as quickly as
possible, and escaping from the merciless soaking element
which poured and splashed in every direction, until
the glistening pavement ai d roadway seemed literally to
smoke. On the same evening, between the hours of nine
and ten, certain individuals from widely different localities
were converging towards a London suburb, bent upon
a very peculiar, though none the less serious errand.

The point to which they were directing their steps was
a retired street some distance from the main road which
led to the city. It was a street which had evidently seen
better days. The houses even yet possessed a general air
of faded respectability. The areas, now mostly filled with
rubbish, had doubtless once looked smart and clean, and
had often echoed to the steps of spruce messengers carry-
ing- well-filled baskets from the shops of leading city
tradespeople. In the windows of most of the houses a bill
proclaimed that apartments, and even lodgings, were to be
had ; and in one case the former dignity and glory of the
neighbourhood had sunk so low as to countenance a
flaring red lamp, with an inscription which savoured more
of utility than elegance, namely—* Clean beds.”

Several of the houses were, judging from outside
appearances, untenanted. One in particular looked
exceptionally dirty, desolate, and neglected. The lower
windows were boarded up, most of the upper windows
broken, and those that remained whole so coated with dirt,
that they were as far removed from the use for which
they were originally intended as it was possible to be. A
casual,observer would certainly have said that behind that
door, denuded of paint, with cracked panels, minus handle
and knocker, nothing would be found but dirt, dust, and
perhaps rats; but this house belied its external appearance.
Asa dull distant boom proclaimed that ““Big Ben” was
striking the hour of ten o’clock, a man entered the street
from its least frequented end, and walking quickly, stopped
at the dilapidated house just described. Passing up the
half dozen steps, he gave a peculiar double knock, and, after
ashort interval, repeated it twice. The door opened noise-
lessly, and he passed in. Complete darkness reigned
inside, but the man with unhesitating steps, born of
familiarity with the surroundings, went forward a few
yards, and then, feeling for the hand-rail, ascended the
stairs. At the top of the first flight was a shorter and
narrower one. This brought him to a small landing, into
which several doors opened, one directly opposite to the



M’HE TWO

JANUARY 3, 1856

head of the stairs. At this door he repeated the three
knocks he had already given at the street entiance. A
small portion of the wood-work, about a foot square,
moved aside, and a strong light was flashed in his face in
Buch a manner that though his features were perfectly
discernable to those behind the light, yet he in turn could
see nothing. Then this curious colloquy took place :—
“What is your number ?” questioned a voice from the
room.

“ Nine,” was the reply.

“Why are you here?”

““|] was called.”

“ Were you willing ? "

“To hear, is to obey.”

“The word?”

*“ Expediency.”

“ The night is dark, friend.”

““God speed the dawn, brother.”

Then a hand was thrust forth with the palm uppermost.
On this hand the man on the landing traced with his
finger the form of a cross. The arm was then withdrawn,
and a large black cloak put through the aperture, which
was then closed. The man took the cloak and put it on. It
enveloped him from head to foot. A large hood was attached
to the front of the garment; two holes in this served for
him to see through, and thus covered nothing was visible
but his eyes and the toes of his boots.  Turning again to
the left he ascended a third flight of stairs, and without
further hesitation opened a door immediately above, from
under which shone a dim light.  This proceeded from a
small lamp fastened to a bracket on the wall. The only
furniture in the room was an ordinary dining-table and
some dozen chairs. The place must have been intended in
the first instance for a store or lumber-room, as the only
window it contained was a small sky-light.  Under this,
resting against the wall, stood a ladder, suggesting
strongly that should the exigencies of the case demand it
a speedy means of exit was available. The man took his
seat by the table, and after a few minutes was joined by
another, similarly attired to himself. At short periods
fresh arrivals made their appearance, until twelve persons,
all told, were seated round the table. No word of any
description had passed between them. The last comer
carried a small poitmanteau. Taking a seat at the head
of the table, which had been left vacant, he opened his bag,
and diawing out a paper, commenced to read from it in a
cold clear tone, which was so distinct and well-modulated
that it was impossible to tell if the voice was that of a
man or the deep contralto of a woman:—

Headquarters of the League of the Red Cross.

To our Brothers in London,—We greet you, trusting that the
cause for which we are banded together still holds the first place in
your hearts and thoughts. Believing this, we have no hesitation in
transmitting to you our present commands. Should the fulfilment
of these lead yvu into danger, yea, even death, you die nobly,
martyrs in the cause of your fellow-men and the glorious institution
of Liberty." Our brother, by whose hand you receive this, will
further instruct and advise you. Fare you well; may God speed the
dawn.—Yours fraternally, The Supreme Council.
The reader then burnt this paper at the flame of the lamp,
and having scattered the ashes, continued in the same
stony, mechanical tones:

“A former member has sold information to the
St. Petersburg police, which he had solemnly sworn
never to reveal. This information has led to the
arrest, conviction, and transportation of three of
our number—one a woman—to that hell upon earth,
Siberial ~ The informer has made good his escape from
Russia, but has been traced to London, where he now
lives in fancied security. It is almost unnecessary, yet
in accordance with the rules of our society, I ask you to
confirm the sentence which has already been passed upon
him at headquarters. ~ What fate does such a traitor
deserve ?”

Speaking almost as one man,
replied:

“DEATH!”

“We will now,” resumed the speaker, “ follow the
usual course which has been laid down for us in cases of
this description. In this bag are eleven sealed envelopes;
ten of them hold blank sheets of paper; one contains a
full description of the locality, residence, name, and habits
of the man mentioned in my letter of advice. The brother
who gets that envelope will proceed to carry out the en-
‘closed instructions with as little delay as possible.” He
then walked slowly round the table, and each man dipped

eleven stern voices
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his hand into the bag and drew out an envelope, which he
immediately concealed in a safe place beneath his cloak.
A witness of the proceedings up to this stage might per-
haps have concluded that this meeting was merely a farcial
affair, perchance designed for the amusement of a few
young men with strong leanings toward the occult and
the mysterious ; but the next act would have completely
undeceived him and revealed the facts that these men
were gathered together for a dark and sinister purpose ;
that they were resolute, earnest men, quite able, and
indeed ready to carry out to the letter any commands
submitted to them by their leaders.

The spokesman put his hand under his cloak, and drew
out a morocco case. Pressing the spring, the lid flew
open and exposed to view, resting upon a black velvet
lining, a beautiful red cross, composed entirely of large
rubies, with a narrow gold setting. It sparkled and
gleamed magnificently as the stones caught and reflected
back the rays from the lamp. A lovely ornament, yet it
seemed strangely out of keeping in its present surround-
ings. At the sight of this jewel every man rose to his
feet and extended upwards his right arm. It was a most
impressive spectacle: the dimly-lighttd chamber, the
weird, ghostly, cloaked figures, which cast grotesque
flickering shadows, quite as eerie as the men themselves,
and at the head of the table, the cynosure of every eye,
the glittering red cross, held by the man who seemed
invested with a strange and dread authority.

This individual breaks the silence by dictating an oath,
a terrible one: “ Swear by this sacred emblem that you
will contiuue to devote héart, soul, and bedy to the league’
under which we are enrolled as life members ; that you
will hate and strive to overcome the oppressor; that you
will help the oppressed, and endeavour to establish a
universal freedom of word and action. That to attain
this end neither wife, child, friend, nor kindred shall deter
or in any way cause you to swerve one hair’s breadth from
the path which lies before you; that you will hold your-
selves in immediate readiness to obey and carry out any
order which may be submitted to you ; that disobedience
or wilful neglect of duty be punishable in any way the
head council shall deem fit, even death itself. Do you
swear to abide by these laws and purposes ? ”

The boldest of mortals might well have been excused
if he had delayed to answer an oath like this, but with one
accord, and almost before their leader had finished
speaking, came the solemn acquiescence—

“ We swear|”

“ It is well, brothers; you may now disperse. Each
man will be allowed two minutes start of his fellows.”

The man nearest the door, without a word, turned and
departed swiftly and silently, followed at the stated
interval by the rest; until two were left; the leader, and
the brother who had sat next to him.  This man turned
out the lamp, and then taking hold of his companion’s hand
made his way to the basement. Here, instead of leaving
by the street door, the man, still acting as guide, led the
way along several passages, until they finally emerged into
a long neglected garden, bordered by a high wall. In this
was a small door, which he opened with a key. At the
back of the house was a wide straggling common, upon
which scattered here and there were outbuildings, a wood
yard, and several similar erections. On the far side numerous
lanes and passages led to the river wharves, Along one
of these openings they proceeded at a rapid rate, until the
lapping tide indicated the close proximity of the water.
Making their way carefully to one of the many landing
stages, the guide gave a low whistle, and almost imme-
diately a small skiff glided up to the edge of the steps. In
this they seated themselves; the oars dipped again into the
water, and the boat shot away into the darkness.

To be continued.

Mbs. Gbegg's first visit to Glasgow has been very suooessful,
her clairvoyance being exceptionally good. A nappy social evening,
on the 26th, was greatly enjoyed. ~Mrs. Gregg and Mr. Birrell botl
spoke well, and Mr. J. Robertson, chairman, struok a good note.

he chief singers were Mr. Hogg, Mr. John Robertson, Mr. Jamie-
son, Mrs. Van Straatcn, and Miss Campbell, whose musical abilities
were much applauded.  An imﬁﬂromptu quartette of amateurs wilL
not readily be forgotten. Mr. May's comic sermon on “ Love and
courtship ™ convulsed his hearers.” Mr. Frank Oolbeck combinod
a telling speech with a splendid reoitation on ““How Rubenstein
plays | The Misses Robertson and Miss Harkness gave effective
recitations. Votes of thanks to the artistes, to Mr. Vail for the good
programme and for acting as pianist, and to the ladies and gentle-
men who had done the purveying.
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MR. JAS. ROBERTSON.

Since my early visits to Glasgow nearly twenty years
ago, | have been in close association with Mr. Robertson.
I have received from him constant and unvarying kind-
ness, sympathy and encouragement, and | feel it at once
a pleasure and privilege to bear my testimony to his sterl-
ing merits and abilities. We lived and worked side by
side for upwards of two years; | frequently enjoyed the
genial hospitality of himself and wife, and have seen their
family grow up from babies into men and women, and can
truly say that brother Robertson is a man who it does one
good to know. Large-hearted, earnest, true as steel, and
as sympathetic as a woman, it is true of him, as we once
heard a friend remark, that “ he gushes over with the milk
of human kindness.” He makes a good sitter, and is
generally largely drawn upon in acircle or public meeting,
where, especially in Glasgow, he is an ideal chairman.
It does not come easy to praise a man ; if 1 were to write
what | feel | should probably be charged with exaggera-
tion or partiality, and words are poor and inadequate to
express the emotions; but, among the warm,
true, trusted and loved friends whom it has been
my privilege to make during my career as a medium,
there are few of whom | have so many kindly recollections,
and for whom I cherish such sincere affection as Brother
Robertson, hence it is with peculiar pleasure that |
arrange for his portrait to appear, and print the following
interesting particulars regarding his life and work, which
he shall tell in his own words.
E. W. Wallis.

My earliest recollections are connected with the town
of Kilmarnock, in Ayrshire, the place where the poems of
Robert Burns first saw the light. In spite of the liberal spirit
expressed in his freely quoted writings, his Anti-Calvinism
did not seem to have influenced the theologic thought
which abounded. The people loved Burns for his pictures
of Scottish life and character, so true to life; they sang
his sweet songs, but somehow left out of sight his
severe attacks ou the cold-blooded theology they thought
they believed ; had they really believed and realised what
they glibly spoke about, they would surely have gone
mad. 1 was indoctrinated into the Shorter Catechism
from my third or fourth year; had to learn all about
election, predestination, the decrees of God, and the most
subtle theologic problems, which the education of a life-
time would not enable one to master. No taint of unbelief
crossed my young mind. The bible came right out of
heaven from God, and those were terrible people | heard
my mother speak about: Robert Owen the Socialist, and
Thomas Paine the Infidel. When | read my bible I thought
how different I would have been from those wicked
Israelites who continually went after strange gods, or the
people who would not believe in Jesus. My mother was
a most orthodox person, while my father had a taint of
free thought, which he would scarcely have ventured to
express. . I had little brightness in those days. Sunday,
with the long dreary sermons, and wet days when | had
to eit at home and read my Bible was terrible.
We lived above a sour-minded but honest man
who was a wright and also undertaker. 1 used to shudder
when | saw him carrying out the black board on which
bodies were stretched, and disliked terribly the sight of
his coffins. He was also my Sunday school teacher, and
used to drag me out to church and Sunday school. It was
not pleasant ; I hated the whole thing, and if even only
some one could have planted the seeds of freethinking
within me, what years of mental friction ' might have
been saved. One can scarcely imagine nowadays how
bleak and cheerless was the Scottish theology in country
places fifty years ago. It was brutal, cruel, heathenish,
and made life hopeless. To have thought that “ after all
it might not be true” would have been some relief, but
the shades of doubt never crossed my mind. It was meant
we should consider ourselves miserable sinners; we had
offended God, and now had to meet his wrath. | cannot
read chapters in the New Testament to-day without re-
calling painful memories of the thoughts they stirred

"within me when | read them as achild. Week-day school
was like Sunday in giving doses of theology. We had
the catechism daily to instruct us in the principles of
religion, and all'lessons in spelling were given from the
Bible. I thought deeply as a child, and tried hard to get
this wretched creed woven into my thought and life. |
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was some eight years of age when | left the place to return
to Glasgow, where | was born, and it was considered then
that I had completed my secular education. In Glasgow
| attended church and Sabbath school, and from the
archives of memory can take out my thoughts and
feelings regarding the problems of life which oppressed
me now and again, but never daring to doubt that what
the creeds taught was indeed true. = When religious
revivals came uppermost, | felt 1 had not caught the
change of heart, the “new birth,” which others prated
about. | attended meetings, knelt in prayer, and strove
hard for the ““salvation by magic,” but it never would
come somehow. At times | thought I must have com-
mitted the mysterious unpardonable sin spoken of in
Scripture. | heard others acknowledge they were saved,
but to me the thing was afar off. | read the words, “If
thou wilt believe in thy heart and confess with thy mouth
that Jesus rose from the dead,” then the whole affair
was settled. | said, “ | believe this ; but where is the
miraculous change | should expect”?  When | came to
manhood | read critically the Confession of Faith, and had
the courage to say to myself for the first time, ““I don’t
believe such statements.” | felt they could not be true,
and there must be a mistake somewhere.  Gradually |
drifted away, though | attended church till 1 was 23 or
24 years of age. There appeared in a paper called Public
Opinion at the time extracts from Renan’s “ Life of
Jesus.” Evidently | was’ripe for this kind of thought,
as | imbibed it with pleasure.  Froude’s “ Nemesis of
Faith” also fell into my hands for perusal, and slowly the
scales dropped from my eyes. | lived outBide churches,
contenting myself with reading books, though oftimes 1
went hither and thither to hear a sermon, hoping there
might be something said which would bring rest. ~ With
the loss of Bible infallibility much had tumbled down, and
I scarcely knew where | stood. | went once or twice
and listened to John Page Hopps, who stirred my
emotions and made methink. One sermon in particular,“The
things seen are temporal, the unseen spiritual,” still lives
in my memory, but | considered him only an amiable optimist
who had no groundsfor his finely coloured belief. Later on he
started a movement in the East End of Glasgow, and |
became a casual hearer, but Mr. Ho]5ps had left Glasgow
before | had heard his name associated with Spiritualism.
I read his “ Life of Jesus” before | knew of the brighter
gospel, and it gave me nothing. | read it after, with the
new light, and saw at once what had previously been
obscure.

1 began to give serious thought to Spiritualism some
20 years since. For years before | had held the subject
in derision, and certainly never dreamed that people ad-
mitted to be rational believed in it. The whole thing
came suddenly upon me, and at once destroyed my pre-
judices. | had often thought on the subject of a future
life, and reached the position that on this question no
evidence ever had been or ever would be offered. | had
a most settled conviction, and supposed | was in a measure
satisfied. ~ Statements recorded in the Old and New Testa-
ment were of no service; they had gradually lost their
influence as being in any sense records of facts, and | had
to content myself with my own emotions and the delight
I had from poetry and the scenes of nature. | never had
any wonderful dreams; never came across any person
who had seen a ghost.  The occult in some way had been
shut out of my life. Once | got hold of Homes' “ Inci-
cidents in my life,” but I could not read it through, it
seemed to me the veriestdrivel. | had a close friend who
had been an old mesmerist, a pupil of Mr. Jackson, and
though I listened to the wonders he told me, from them
came no thought of a spirit world. ~ After being outside
any place of worship for years, contented to spend my
Sundays in reading, or amongst the flowers in my friend’s
garden, | was attracted to the Unitarian meetings, inaugu-
rated by John Page Hopps, and after the evening
service, | used to go round with the minister, Rev. W.
Mitchell, and hold friendly converse with a few others.
Here | was first startled, and got to think there might
after all be something real behind ghost stories. Never
before had | admitted the probability. A gentleman
related a dream wherein he had seen people commit a
robbery, not only observing the intricate way in which
they had found an entrance to the premises, but detailed
their entire movements. In the morning he found his'
dream true, and when several were arrested on suspicion
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he had at once recognised the faces of those seen in the
dream. | had such faith in the veracity of.the narrator
that | was considerably upset. This brought us round to
Swedenborg and his wonderful life, which I heard about
for the first time, at least to make any impression. 1 had
at least drunk in something new and interesting through
that night's conversation. The next day I bought Wm.
White's “Life of Swedenborg,” and for days after read
it with considerable interest, but thought that after all a
man now and again in the centuries might be born with some
special characteristics which gave him strange experiences;
but this was not enough for me to make clear and plain
therewas a future life. | suppose the book had its influence
in breaking down my prejudices, and did more for me
than I knew. I read now and again in the newspapers about
Dr. Slade, but I was not ready to accept of marvels from
that quarter. | rejoiced one morning when reading the
Scotsman newspaper to find that he had been caught trick-
ing. These people, thought 1, are always found out, their
wonders only last till sensible people weigh them up
properly. | seemed to myself to be far away from accep-
ting a new light, and yet | was on the borders of a land
which all these years has yielded me intense delight. For
the first time | faced the question, “ What is behind it all,
what substratum of truth, if any, is there? ” Surely | can
find out, I will seek for it and satisfy myself! But | had
no high expectation that I would find anything service-
able. Had there crossed my mind the possibility of
finding safe footing and rest on such a subject I would
have been glad. I have written so much in the Spiritual
journals all these years that it is not needful to repeat the
oft-told tale. | called on my close friend to tell him of
my impulse to get at Spiritualism, but found he had gone
out. Scanning his bookshelves | saw a volume which was
new, and taking it out read, ‘“Miracles and Modern
Spiritualism,” by Alfred RusselJ Wallace. Here
was a discovery, a man of this standing to
be associated with such a subjectt My friend came
back shortly after. “ Where did you get this book ?” |
said, “ Oh, a gentleman gave it to me the other day, and
said it was worth reading.” 1| was more of a reader than
my friend, so he readily agreed that | should take it with
me, and tell him what I found in it of worth. 1 sat up
long reading the opening chapters, but these made little
impression. | had come across similar arguments before,
and it was facts | needed not arguments. Further on there
were detailed many experiences which strongly affected
me. If these things were true, why had not I met some
of them ? | had been observant, I thought, and surely if
they were real | could get at them face to face, and solve
the perplexing question. | had a little more reverence for
the subject when | had finished the perusal of the volume.
I was a bit nearer; | had walked a long way since | heard
the dream narrated, and hoped I also might see phenomena
which would bring home to me the actuality of living on
after death. | saw my friend after, and he knew where
the Spiritualists held their meetings. We went together,
and listened to the paper read. | might have come away
without gaining much, but at the close a Christian gentle-
man got up to reply to what had been spoken, and said,
“We had no need of Spiritualism; we had the Bible and
Jesus, which was completely satisfactory for the world.”
| felt forced to get up and state my position : That myth
and tradition were of no service to me, that | had
ceased to believe in the Bible as being in any sense
authentic or historical, and that if there was in this world
any evidence of an objective kind which could demonstrate
a future life, I for one would welcome it and rejoice. |
was known to some of the people present, and a lady pro-
mised to come to my home and help me. What transpired
at the sitting which followed revolutionised all my thought
and life. 1 was, indeed, agitated, transported with wonder
at the discovery so closeto my hand, and yet for all my life so
far away. It came so suddenly upon me that 1 did not sleep
for nights. No discoverer was ever more upset than I
was with the movements of a table, which gave me back
from memory to life my own loved ones. | held on
my way, read everything on the subject with avidity, had
several more meetings, the scope of the phenomena
widened, and | had no hesitation in declaring myself a
Spiritualist. | had read the writings of Theodore Parker
and found much in the Spiritual Philosophy which was in
harmony with what this great soul had set down. The
writings of Andrew Jackson Davis | soon got through.
The ““Magic Staff” and “ Great Harmonia ” delighted me
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with the masterly exposition of Nature, Life, and God,
and | loved Parker, Carlyle, Emerson, and the Titan’s of
literature, because I saw that much which had come to them
was from the same fountain which quickened Davis, Tuttle,
Mirs. Britten, J. J. Morse, and other inspired spiritual
workers. | saw a harmony | had never seen before. |
had now become a man, and the despised Spiritualism had
opened the avenues of a new vision. You ask me: Isita
religion ? | know of no higher religion, nothing which
inculcates a loftier morality, nothing so conducive to
awaken the spiritual nature of man.  Oftimes | have felt
a presence that disturbs me with the joy of elevated
thoughts, a sense sublime of something far more deeply
interfused—a motion and a spirit that impels. It is warm
and cheering, gives new life to the depressed, and lifts the
soul to God. The coming religion wherein will be solved
all that is highest and richest, will have as its central
point, the great facts of demonstrated immortality:
Spiritualism is the essence of religion and life.’

The need of the hour is fidelity to the truth ; standing
out boldly and showing your devotion to a knowledge that
is capable of so much blessing. A keen sense of the
ability of Spiritualism to meet the’world’s needs will be a
sufficient prompter of how to act and speak. If a thing is
true it has the omnipotence of God on its side, and only
those who are firm in the faith, who have left the realm
of doubt and know clearly and surely of the spirit’s return,
should occupy our platform.  Earnestness should be the
outcome of this bright and cheery knowledge.

As to treatment of mediums, no greater, blunder
could be made than to treat them with suspicion. It is
a limited view of life which makes us ever on the outlook
for fraud. I have sat with many mediums, and have
never yet come into touch with fraud. If | know my
friend to be true and honest in all relations of life, why
should I view him with other eyes when he becomes a
recipient of spiritual gifts? | think so muoh is lost
through sitters taking with them to the spirit circle the
thought that they might be imposed upon.  All this does
not mean that we are to swallow everything which is
presented, but rather with open, generous minds and
hearts.  View what is presented and wait results. 1|
have the fullest confidence in very many workers
on whom not only the breath of suspicion has fallen, but
who have been, it is said, convicted of fraudulent pur-
pose. We have much to learn yet from “‘exposures,”
so-called; there is less, much less, of real fraud than the
world believes.

We are oftimes too hasty in admitting inquirers to our
sittings. The mental, moral, and spiritual conditions of all
beginners should be weighed. We have to ask ourselves
would this or that temperament be likely to affect the
medium ?  How many gatherings of friends are spoiled
through the admission of a single individual ? Some
people destroy the spontaneity, the naturalness which
might otherwise prevail. We have in our ranks many
who are sceptical of each new bit of phenomena. Some
Spiritualists won't admit the possibility of materialisation,
some assert spirit photography has not yet been demon-
strated. Some people at once find in Spiritualism the
place for expressing their richest life, some take years
to reach the points which others get with no effort.
Spiritualism to me is the work of spirits, and is largely
ruled by and guided from that other higher realm. If we
have manifestations which would suggest only chaos, these
also teach us a lesson. We have to be ourselves loving,
nobly looking upwards and working ever with everything
that is in harmony with the highest. If we do so, the
grosser conditions will soon be subdued, and the republic
of righteousness come to earth. -What evidences of
identity have | had? Well, I have been speaking and
writing about these for many years. Had | not known
my own dear ones return beyond the shadow of a doubt
| could not be the strong Spiritualist 1 am. Your own
pages have oftimes had the particulars of spirit identity
which | have met day by day. | am conscious of the
spirit’s guidance. 1 know of nothing with greater cer-
tainty than that we live on, and 1 hope as the year’s roll
over my head to make greater efforts with tongue and pen
to bring this consolation home to the hearts of many.

Jas. Robertson.

What's the news ? Anything frosh? I you want to know read

tho Two Woblds every week.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

MRS. BARNES, THE NOTTINGHAM MEDIUM.

Sib,—This Indy ia now advanced in years, and has boon working
as a public medium”over twenty years. Tho converts to Spiritualism
duo to her labours, aro to bo found all over tho world, largo numbers
having left for America in particular. Her work has boon continuous,
she has always been at her post except when illness his provontod,
and for many years took no foes. Her husband doeerted her becaueo
sho was a medium ; and, lastly, tho presont Masonic Hall Society is
duo to her, as in all probabillt it would not have existed but for "tho
light kept constantly burning by her at the Morley Hall.

She is now in need of our help ; some three ‘weeks ago she had
an aﬁoplect_lc_flt, which will confine her to bed, I oxpect, for many a
week, and it is doubtful if she can evor take tho platform again.

Mrs Wallis, as secretary of tho O. P. S. Sick and Benefit Fund,
Bent me £1 immediategl sho received my letter. Several Bolper
friends, per Mr. A. Smedley, have generously sent 20s.

From the President of tho Stockport SocietY, Mr. Thomas A.
Brown, | received 17s., which was gonerously collected last Sunday,
and he writes, ““It was through her mediumship that I first heard of
Spiritualism, now over twenty years ago.”

At' tho Masonic Hall we have collocted Gs. 6d , and 2s. Gd. Mr.
Blower; Is. Mr. Brearley, Is. X. Y. Z Total, S,

The 0. P. S. Fund has already done very usefal and important
work in relieving tho present wants of various workers in our cause:
but it needs more general support throughout tho country, as much
more could be dono by its council if they received more financial
support.  Spiritualists, please remember this, and Five ‘what your
Eenerosnty and moans prompt to this good work. _If this fund was

ettor provided for there would bo no cause for speci il and spasmodic
appeals to audiences and the Two Worlds | hope tho National

ederation will take up this matter, and largely develop this most
useful work.

Pleaso send contributions for Mrs. Barnes to Mrs. M H. Wallis,
164, Broughton-road, Manchester, or to the writer,

J. FBASBEB HEWES,

10, Forest Grove, Colville Street, Nottingham.

YORKSHIRE UNION PLAN FOR JANUARY.
Armley. No report.
Attercliffe. No report.
Batley. 19, Mr. Rowling. .
Batley Carr. 12, Mrs, J. Waterhouse ; 19, Mr. J. Armitage ; 29 Mrs. Stretton
Bradford, Milton. 12, Mr. Hopwood; 19, Miss G Hunter; 26, Mr. Todd,

Sunderland.
Bradford, Little Horton. 12, Mrs. France; 19, Mr. A. Walker; 26, Mrs.
idgley.
Bradfogrd){ Otley Road. 12, Mrs. Shulver; 19, Y.U. Executive Visit (Mission
Work); 26, Mr Pawson.
Bradford, Temperance Hall. 12, Miss G. Hunter; ig. Mr. Balmforth ; 26,
Mr. A Walker.

Bradford, Boynton Street. 12, Mr. 1. C. Spencer; 19, Mrs. T'allor.
Bradford, St, James's. 12, Mr. Hoyle; 19, Mrs. Bentley ; 26, Mr.W. Hopwood.
Brighouse. 19, Mr. Featherstone ;”Mrs. Crossby.

Cleckheaton. 12, Mr. T. Hodgson ; 19, Mr. Barraclough.

Cowms. No report.

Dewsbury. No regort. - .

Eeland. "12, Mrs. Bury; 19. Mr, Williamson; 26, Mr. Smithson.

Halifax, No. i. 12, Mr. Harrison; 13, Mr. Hey; 19, Mr. Pawson ; 20, Mrs.
Crosby ; 26, Mr. Swindlehurst, 27, Mr. J. Mooré. ~ .
Halifax, No. 2. 12, Anniversary, Mr. J. H. Stansfield; 19, Mrs. Stair; 26,

Mrs” Waterhouse.

Hui1. No report.

Huddersfield, St. Peter's Assembly Rooms. 12, Mr. Marshall; 19, Mr. Todd,
Sunderland; 26, Mr. J. ArmltaRAe.

Keighley. 12, Mrs. Britten; 19. Mr. Hopwood ; 26, Mrs. Ingham.

Morley.” 12, Y.U. Conference; 19, Mr. Neal; 26, Mr. LW_

Normanton. 12, Mrs. Mercer; 19, Mr. C. Shaw; Mrs. itoak.

Rothwell. No report.

Sowe'l_"by Brtidge 12, Mr. Todd, Sunderland; ig, Mr. Marshall; 26, Mr.

epworth.

Shipleyp 12, Mrs. Stretton; 19, Mr. J. T. Todd ; 26, Mr. C. Firth.

Thornhill.  No report.

West Vale. 19. Mr. Geo. Lewis; 26, Mr. Rowling.

Windhil1.—No report. . . . .

Yeadon.. 12, Mr. Geo. Lewis; 19, Mr. Smithson; 26, Y.U. Executive Visit
(Mission Work).

Will all those Societies whose dates are open in this plan send their secretaries
addresses. Societies wishing_to become affiliated with the above, please
write to sec., John Jackson, 372, Harewood Street, Bradford.

Armley, Spiritual Church. 12, Miss Walton ; 17, Mr. Hartley, 24, Mr. J. H.
Barraclough.

Bradford, Spiritualist Church, Walton Street. 12, Mr. Rowling; 19, Mrs.
Hunt; 26, Mr. Hilton.

Belter. Jubilee Hall—Mr. H. N. Haridas, F.l.In., M.S.A., a native Hindoo,
12, Mr. W. I. Leeder; 10, Mr. E.Inman; 26, Mrs Stansfield. i

Cambois._ 12, Mrs. M. Yeeles, N. Shields; 19, J. G. Gray, South Shields ; 26,
John Scott, Crag Head. .

Colne—12, locals; 19, Mr. Pilkington ; 26, Mr. G. F. Manning.

Hu\?\f'ﬁit'l.er()p of Joseph Street. ~ 12, Mrs. Beanland; 19, Mr. F. Wood; 26, Mr.

HunsleBtI A'I(tj)ert Street—12, Mrs J. Robinson: 19, Mrs.J. Crossley; 26, Mr.

Joe Bolland.

Hyde. 12, Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten; 19, Mr. Thos. Wild, Rochdale; 26
Mr. R. A, Brown.

Shaw. 12, Mrs. Johnston, of Rochdale; 19, Mr. W. E. Leaver, of Accrington;
26, Mirs. Duckworth, of Heywood.

TESTIMONIALS.

Altrincham, Cheshire, Dec. 9th, 1895.
A lady writes to Mrs. Burchell, of Bradford .—Please forward
me another box of stomach and liver FEills; they are doing me good.
You have described my state of health accurately.
Hitchin, Herts, Dec. 12th, 1895.
Dear Madam,—The medicine safe to hand. | feel more
grateful than I can express in words for your kindness. Your
delineation of my condition is quite correct. | cannot help but
say to my friend, how do you get to know, not knowing me ?
Poulton-le-Fylde, nr Preston, Dec. 2nd, 1895.
Dear Madam,—Will you please send me two boxes of pills for
father, as he is not so well. | am pleased to tell you that your
treatment has completely set me up, and I am now doing my house
work again, after two years' illness. May God bless you in your
grand work is the wish of your grateful patient.
[See Advertisement on Cover.]
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THE UNSEEN LAND.

We need not wait

At the shadowy gate

For the last faint breath,
For the door called death,
That lieth between

This and life unseen |

We need not wait

At that shadowy gate .
For the first sweet sight
Of that realm of light,
For that radiant land
That is close at hand |

" Seek now and here ;
For it lieth near

To man’s higher part,
To the purein heart ! ”

BY its river of peace

All turmoils cease,

And the lustrous gleam

Of its silvery stream,

Like a lamp at night,

Burns clear and bright |

If we turn from sin

We may enter in,

For our kingdom waits

With opened gates |

Close at hand

Is that glorious land!

By the soul’s real might.

We may gain the height,

And claim as our own

Its star-lit throne.

In these earthly hours

We may taste its |i)owers,

And leaving the il

We may roam at will,

By its river of peace,

Where all turmoils cease |
Ella Darc.

102, Camberwell Road (Mrs Clark's).—Dee. 18: Mr_Peters
was again controlled by Mudame Blavatsk%, who, in considerable
agitation, expressed concern for the wrong she had dono by building
up a syetem in_which there was but little truth, and aeked Mrs.
Clark to pray for her.  In answer to a question whether Mrs. Besant
would believe these statements, if sho oould be induced to coTo to
a mooting, the control repli’d, **No; she would say it was all a
delusion.”  Further statements wore that Spiritualism was to be
believed, and that she could not undo the wrong sho had done
through ambition.—A. J.-

““Heaven Revised : A Narrative of Personal Experiences after
tho change called Death,’ by Mrs. Duffey, has been a long time
before tho public. It is a rather good specimen of a somewhat
puzzling style of book—realistic and romantic, soberly sensible and
dramatically morbid-. It has a vory tempting and useful opening,
and the general framework of it is conceivably roal, but some of its
incidents or narratives aro hardly credible. It is well written, and is
Eubr!itshed by the Two Worlds Publishing Company, Manchester.—

ight.

Satan Worship —The Westminster Gazette has published articles
re 11 The worship of tho devil,” in whioh the writer laid a charge
against Spiritualists. Our London correspondent roplied thoreto,
but tho I-F.G. has not soon fit to publish his lottor up to date.
Aaother instance of readiness to give publicity to oharges against
Spiritualism, and of unfairness in refusing to publish replies. ~ The
letter was to this effect:—““The statement that many Spiritualists
had become Sitanists, because a mind that sought for spirit voices
and dark seances would soon hanker for something stronger, was
comparable to tho Pagan libel that Christians worshipped a crucified
ass. Many Spiritualists could not have done so, supposing Satan
worship to exist, because very few could have heard of such a thing,
or have known where to find it. Tho writer, whatever he might or
might not know of Satanism, olearly knew nothing of Spiritualism.
A member of any denomination knew when it was slandered, as the
meanest slave in the Roman empire knew the crucified ass story was
false, though philosophers and literati might receive the slander as
truth. And ns evidence of the real character of the doctrines of
Spiritualism, I enclosed some leaflets.”

The sixth New Year number of the Lyceum Banner will bo
issued on Friday, January 10, 189G, and will surpass in evory respe t
all former New Year numbers. Features: This will be a double
number, and consist of 32 pages (instead of IG) on specially prepared
paper. It will be illustrated with 24 engravings and portraits, many
of which are kindly lent byJ)uinshers of American Spiritual litera-
ture  Handsome thick cardboard covor with calendar for the year.
Tho literary contents will be more diversified than ever, and consist
of a New Year Address for Childron, by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.
The opening chapters of a new serial story. The * Daisy Page,” a
speoial and new feature, devoted to the youngest children in tho
Lyceums, edited by “ Daisy Dimple.” An Autobiography of a Cat,
by Miss Mirse  The president’s visits to our Lyceums. A visit to
Charter-street Ragged School, Manchester. Our monthly chat. Our
temperance column.  Mr. Kitson's monthly notes. The Golden
Group, edited by Aunt Edithw. What our Lycoums aro doing. Play-
time page. Letter from Mr. Morse. Lyceum Recitations—a new
hymn. The lesson plan—Lesson syllabus.  New Golden Chain reci-
tations.  Our college—Lessons for elder Lyceumists, b)é the Editor
in Charge. The price of this extra double number will be twopence.
As the number to be printed is limited, ordors should be given to
your Lyceum Banner agent not later than Sunday, January 5. Pub-
lisher and Editor in Charge, Thomas Olman Todd, 7 Winifred-terrace
Sundorland.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST.

A good New Year to all, .

Barrow’-in-Furness.—Meetings are being held on Sundays at
G-30 in the Philharmonic Hall, Warwick-street. i

Reports Next Week—Kindly be as brief as possible, about 30
or 40 words, as wo expect to receive a large number.

Bacut.—Jan. 6, Mr. E. Wallis. "Afternoon, ““The use and
abuse of war;” evening, answers to written questions. .

“ Breaking up: A House Divided against Itself,” is the title
of an important article which will appear in our next issue.

We  ire now prepared to undertake binding of last year’s
volume.  Send in your papers at once, friends. Price 3s., return
carriage extra. . o

Dr. J. M. Peebles, the Spiritual pllgirlm, has started on another
We shall be glad to give him welcome if

H. Harris, of 15, Archibald-street, is
i Will friends com-

voyage round the world.
he”comes this way. .

_Bow, London—Mi-. H. H f
anxious to help to form a society in the district.
municate with him? X X i

The “ Mysteries of Maitland Castle,” which appeared in last
week's supplement, wo are assured byt he writer is founded on fact,
the names being fictitious. . . . .

. Experienced Clerk, with excellent testimonials, requires
situation; well recommended, is also an mse\llratlonal (Handolian)
organist. S.P.H, Ferncliffo, Cricklewood, N.W.

Natural Food, price 2d., is mainly devoted to the Denemore
system of diet, viz., abstention from bread, cereals, pulses, and
starchy vegetables, and the substitution of food fruits.

“Brevity is the soul of wit” Our correspondents, whoso
courtesy and " co-operation wo value, will remember this familiar
axiom, and the many demands on our limited columns .

Owing to the holidays for Christmas and New Yoar, this and
last week's papers had to be printed on tho Monday morning, and
reports, etc., havo been crowded out in consequence.

. Next week we shall 1glve tho portrait and sketch of our old
friend, Mr. John Culpan, of Halifax, who entered into life several
years ago. We shall follow with_the portrait of John Blaokburn, and
shall bo thankful for somo particulars regarding him from friends
who know him.  Who will supply us ? .

. Miss McCreadie gave twolve highly successful dosoriptione of
epirits, besides four word-pictures illustrating past incidents in tho
lives of various persons—three of which were fully recognised and
one partially so—at Surreg Maeonio Hall, on her first visit einoo her
return from the “ land of brown hoath and shaggy wood."—W. P.

The Photogram is a threepenny monthly magazino, whi:h
should have a large circulation ; it is woll got up and ably oditod.
Tho January issue contains an editorial ““pow-wow” or symposium
on psychic photo%raﬂhyA Wo liavo road it but got no * forrudor " ;
it throws no new light on tho subjoct. Tho discussion is intorosting
as showing tho point of viow of the ontsidor, and in somo nepcots is

amusing.

Mil J. J. Morse, during December, spoke for tho California
Psychical Society on ““Tho doctrine of immortality: its foundation
in nature ; its basis in man ; as a problemiin othios ; and ajlustifica—
tion of roIiEion." Friday night mootings are also being held. Mr.
Morso spoke on Decembor G on “ Psychic scionce and its sugges-
tions.” Other spoakors are Dr. J. Lo Conto, Dr. D. S. Jordan, Dr.
J. Voorsangor, a Jewish Rabbi, and Rov. C. W. Wondto, a Unitarian.
Mr. Morso has been having over-crowded audiences.

““The Phrenological Annual and Register,” price 6d.,
oditod by L. N. and J. A. Fowler, 7,. Imperial Arcade, Ludgate
Circus, has reached a second odition, and well deserves to do so It
contains close upon a hundred pages of illustrations, portraits, and
valuable articles of ospecial interest to phrenologists and students of
human character. The portraits of a numbor of loading exponents
of phronology aro an attractive feature, and_form a ““study” for
phrenologists. We notice among them Mr. Timson, of LeicCester,
and Mr. Healoy Fash, of Glasgow, both Spiritualists.

Dundee Spiritualists have had a good time with our friend
Mr. Colbock, OFGIasgow, who has been holding mootings here, and
good results are sure to follow; in fact, we are now holding regular
meetings, and are anxious to get some mediums and speakers to help
us along. Friend Colbeck is most anxious in the cause. His lectures
were of the highest, given in the Gillfillan Memorial Hall, and were
well attended.~ We tender him our very heartiest thanks. ~Will some
other medium now visit ns? Please write me. We have a good
'Igafnd of earnest workers.—J. W. James, Bellevue Terrace, Newport,

ife.

Another New Society.—At a meeting at 97, Baliol-road, Bootle,
Liverpool, on Sunday, Dec. 15, a society was formed for tho investi-
gation and propagation of Spiritualism; the following officers wero
elected: President, Mr. J. R. Dibble; treasurer, Mr. J. Owens;
secretary, Mr. J J. Parr, 1G5 Great Mersey-street, Liverpool.
Suitable’ rooms have been engaged at the Count?/ Hall, Pcmbroke-
road, Bootle, where the opening services were held on Sunday, Dec.
22, addresses being delivered by the president, and the controls of
Mr. Owens and Mrs. Smith. The attendance (without advertising)
was about fifty. A seance was held after, and several clairvoyant
tests were given. All are cordially invited.

Miss Gambiiill was recently “controlled by a clergyman, at 102,
Camberwell-road, who stated that he was much surprised when he
had passed over to find that tho after-life was so different from what
he had believed and taught. He seemed rather unnecessarily despon-
dent about Spiritualism, saying that it was being dragﬁed down, and
exhorting his hearers to lift it up and direct it to tho highest issues.
Mr. Peters gavo clairVO%ance, the spirits described being recognisod
in_somo cases, and in others not Madame Blavatsky camo again,
still in grief for her deceptions.  She was, she said, a medium in
earth-life, and saw and heard spirits, but she wanted to be something
original, and so she denied the spirits, and invented Mahatmas.
When asked why she had come back, after saying she would not do so
if she could, ehe replied that she camo back for help—for help and
sympathy, she repeated.
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The full address of Mr. Jackson, of R-.vensthorpe, is wanted
at this office.

Don't miss “ Tho Red Cross ” story this week, and than you
will read it every week. Please recommend your friends to read it.

Spiritualism is cropping up at the Cape, ‘and the Cape Times for
Decembor 2, printed a long and ablo letter by S.L.G., commenting
upon an editorial in that paper re Eueapia and”Mr. Maskolyne.

Let ns take time to be pleasant. = Tho small courtesies which we
often omit because they are small, will somo day look larger to n3
than the wealth which we have coveted or the fame for which we
havo struggled. i

LrvERPGOL. Daulby Hall__Jan. 5, Mrs. Emma H. Britten, at
2-30, replies to questions; at 6-30, ““ Tho Gods of men and the God
of the spirits.” The first of a eerios of discourses to be delivered on
the first Sunday in each month.

Morse's Library, 2G, Osnaburgh-stroet, Regent's Park, N.W.
On Friday Evening, _Ja_nuar?/ 17th, a mooting_ will be hold at which
Mr. J. J."Vango wili give clairvoyant descriptions. Meeting to com-
mence at 8 p.m., admission free.

“ Welfare ” writes :—* Your Christmas greeting is an inspira-
tion calculated to uplift any one under almost all conditions. May
Kour message of lovo havo reached all hearts as it roaohed mine, and

elp us all to look to tho higher realms of thought”

Some pupils wore asked by an oxaminor at a school examination
whether they knew the meaning of tho word “ scandal.” One little
girl held up her hand, and being told to answor the question, she
replied —“ Nobody doos nothing, and everybody goes tolling of it
everywhere.” ) .

Correspondents who desire replies through tho post must
enclose a stamped envolopo. W0 havo been so hard pressed of late
that many letters havo had to lio unanswered—want of time, not
want of will, is our oxcuso. We trust friends will please accept this
explanation and wait a little longer.

Premature buriiL. Thcso who foar boing buried in a tranco
should leave instructions that a lighted tapor should be hold against
the Hash, if death has oocurrod no blister will follow ; or tho survivors
should insert a noodle into tho body, if death has taken placo the hole
will not close up nor bleed, as it would do under ordinary circum-
stances.

The Future of Liberalism, by J. M. Robertson, price 2d., of
J. W. Gott, 2, Union-street, Bradford, is a timely pamphlet full of
practical suggestions and progressive sentiments well worth studying.
Liborals do_not lack for candid friends just now, but certainly tho
timo has arrived for reconstruction on now and humanitarian finos.
Soo Mr. Gott's advt. on the back of tho cover in this issue.

To Correspondents.—T. IV. L. Turner: Yes, we received your
note re automatic writing, but do not think any good can come by
publication. ~ Such statements are as often wrong as right, and tond
to unsottlo pooplo’s minds. Wo know of oases where injury has been
dono by tho asking for and roooiving such information, espooially so
when it has not been gri\_/a}to and the prediotion has failed. No, we
do not know of any Spiritualist in Norwioli; perhaps some of our
roadere can inform us. . .

Cheery greetings from Mr. J J. Morso.—Wo havo just roooived
an interesting letter from our friend and oo.-worker, who was well
and having very successful meetings, ovor 700 peoplj presont at the
opining on a Friday evening, anl| on a Sunday the hall, whioh com-
fortably seats 400, was jammed full, platform,anto-rooms, hallways,
and windows boing crowded. A larger hall was usod tho n>xt Sun-
day. Mr. Morso promises us an opon letter to our readers shortly.
\¢lo wish him every success, and a truly happy and prosperous Now

oar.

Mr. Maskelyne and Eusapiz versus Psyohioal Resoarch. A
“ veteran investigator,” in a special supplement to Light, for Dooom-
ber 21, reviews the rocontfiasco at Cambridge, and Mr. Maskolyno's
pretentious claims in a thorough and scathing oximieation. = Ho
pokos bis fun at tho learned dons and the professional oonjnror tho
wliilo he exposes tho hollowness of their claims, and finishes
with some sound and sensible advioo. All Spiritualists who are
interested in this pitiful business should certainly procure Light for
Decomber 21; it will certainly repay perusal.

Cambois.—Spiritual Evidence ‘Socioly. ~Mr. Wm. Groivos, of
Ashiogton, delivered two loctures in the Mechanic's Hall.  Subjects :
Afternoon, “ Weighed in the balance, and fount wanting’’; evening,
“ Somo oxperioncos in Spiritualism.” Moderate audience. A sooial
was held in the houso of Mr. John Murday on Christmas Day. After
tea wo had singing, recitations, readings, eto., which continued up

till 10 30. Dancing at intervals led off by Mastor F. Henlyside and
Mrs. M. Rodhead. The meeting was ably presided ovor by Mr. H.
Redhead. After a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Murday the

proceedings came to a close.
Did it ever ocour to you mK boy,
As you've pas .ed through this world of strife,
That tho men who tho greatest wealth enjoy
And tho sunniest sort of life,
lire men who have brains and enteaprise,
And the courage to dare and do,
Whose motto is always to advertise—
Did it over occur to you?

IN MEMORIAM.

December 10, suddenly from broncho-pneumonia, at his resi-
dence, Weetoo, South Shields, agod 34 years, William John Chiswoll,
only brother of Mr. S. S. Chiswell. Interred at Anfield Cemetery,
Liverpool.

In affectionate remombrance of Beatrice N. Bowmer, the bolovod
daughter of Hugh and J. E. Bowmer, who pasied to the higher life
on December 12th, 1S95, and was interred at the Southern Cometery,
Manchester, on December 16th, in her seventh year. The funoral
service was conducted by Joseph N. Bowmer, assisted by Mrs. Hardy,
of Sheffield ; Mrs. Brown, of Openshaw ; and Mr. Dabbs. Although
a groat affliction to part with a dear girl at such an age, itis to a
great extent compensated for by the knowledge that we have had for
a many years that the change is for the better.
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL.

ANOTHER mile-stone on the road of life has been
passed ; another year opens before us with its hopes and
fears, its sorrows and joys, its trials, duties and pleasures
—who knows what its message will be to us individually
or collectively ? Some will pass behind the cloud
into the light of day—may they go with the consciousness
of a well-fought battle. Some will find life’s sky clouded
by bereavement—but the silver lining of angel ministry
will help to illumine their way. Some will bear the
burden of poverty, loss, disappointed hopes, sickness, or
failure—but Spiritualists who catch the spirit of our
sustaining philosophy know how to endure these things (if
come they must), and face the worst with stalwart hearts
and press onward undismayed. Some will find pleasure
and prosperity—perhaps a harder and more trying road
to travel than the piths of duty or adversity, for,
success often spoils the spirit and hardens the
heart. Surely, though, it will not, cannot do
that with the true Spiritualist who feels his greater
well-being lays him under heavier obligations of
service aud helpfulness to his less fortunate co-travellers
into the unseen. Of one thing we may be sure, that for
each and all of us the coming year -will bring its lessons,
its testing times, its spiritual experiences; may we all be
found faithfully s'riving to study out the problems, and
work into our life’s patterns the threads of pure purpose,
high endeavours, sweet sympathies, loving services, help-
ful examples and influences; that, come weal or woe, trial
or triumph, temptation or success, we may persistently and
consistently embody in our thoughts and actions the rich
spirit of Love and Truth and Brotherhood, which the very
name of Spiritualism implies.

1895 has been a year of steady progress for Spiritual
ism.  The May meetings in London were a step in the
right direction, and the Annual Conference of the National
Federation at Walsall was characterized by a fine fraternal
spirit, which augurs well for the future.  Quite a number
of new societies and meeting places have been opened
during the year.

The visits of Messrs. Colville, Slater, and Spriggs were
all helpful, and should tend to foster international sym-
pathy, while the remarkable aud very guarded testimony
of the psychical researchers to Eusapia’s mediumship, and
the test phenomena in her presence when upon the island
of Herds, has been offset by the absurd illustration they
have given of ““how not to do it” (aided by the profes-
sional conjuror) at Cambridge.

Spirit-photography has excited considerable discussion,
especially since the discovery of Mr. Z., who, by the way,
now declines to sit for believers or non-believers, in con-
sequence of the reflections cast upon his good faith and
who can blame him?  Some people who ought to know,
assert that they have received through his instrumentality
portraits of their departed relatives. Mr. Traill Taylor,
from whom we might have expected “ light and leading,”
has passed behind the veil, and we hope he will find it
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possible to now lift the veil a little higher and present the
world with clear and convincing evidence from his new
sphere of operations.

British Spiritualsls will have to seriously take to heart
the fact that they a e being outdone by their Americau
brethren in generc : ippreciation and recognition of the
worth of English  iliums. The flattering call to Mr. J.
J. Morse from C nfornia, and the adequate financial recom-
pense awarde | to him, added to the fact that Messrs.
Colville, Howell, Wright, Greenwood, and other mediums
have also made their homes in the States (when their
work could have been so well devoted to the cause at
home), should surely be matter for earnest consideration.
Not only so, but, if our Cause is to be maintained, the
reputation of our platform speakers enhanced, and our
Sunday services made acceptable and attractive to the
rapidly increasing army of educated thinkers who are
swelling our ranks, something must be speedily done to
supply the vacancies, and meet the pressing need for
more and better platform workers.  Here, as elsewhere,
a really ““living wage” must be paid, or those who are
opposed to giving adequate payment to worthy people for
efficient services and exemplary lives had better have the
courage of their convictions and do the work themselves.

One thing the past year has made clear in a marked
degree, viz., the time has come when character and fitness
will be more aud more demanded from those who stand
forward as public exponents of Spiritualism, and not a
moment too soon.  The prosecution of Miss Smith and
the subsequent agitation did something to clear the air of
cant, and put the issue clearly before us, and the great
Federation meeting of protest against legal interference
with the rights of mediums, and also against the prosti-
tution of mediumship (which should be used for spiritual,
educational, and humanitarian purposes) to merely sordid
ends and personal plans, marked an important step onward.

The appointment of an “ organising worker” by the
Federation, and his successful opening labours is a begin-
ning only in a field that is ripe unto harvest. ~ The pro-
posed formation of District Councils will, we hope, be
efficiently carried out, and thus secure the solidarity of
the movement.

The legal status of our societies is a matter of grave
concern.  So many society building funds are being raised,
that the business of the movement must be carried out on
sound lines and secure foundations, hence the necessity
for prompt action. We are glad to learn that steps will
be immediately taken to ascertain what must be done to
obtain recognition by the law of the land.

The readers of ““our paper ” know what we have done
for them during 1895. With the cover we have been
enabled to give them a series of portraits and interestiug
sketches of mediums and workers, and make a record iu
spiritual journalism that has never been equalled. We
have stood bo'dly for Spiritualism, plain and unadorned ;
for our facts, philosophy and religion, and we are proud
to be able to state that the progressive growth in our
circulation, which has been going on for several years has
been maintained during 1895, and to-day we are stronger
than ever. With the continued and united support of
Spiritualists, -we are confident we shall ere long reach the
self-supporting basis upon which it is essential that “ our
paper ” should be worked.

We cordially acknowledge and thankfully appreciate
the assistance rendered to us by many kindly friends, by
their literary and other contributions, and by the efforts
of hosts of sympathetic workers to extend our weekly
sales. Our special holiday numbers, with supplements,
have entailed upon us considerable additional labour, but
we have been exceedingly gratified by the general
appreciation ar.d success which have attended them.
Ours is a most difficult post. We know we have
not been able to please everybody, we know we
have sometimes hurt, vexed, disappointed, and tried
the patience of some friends: but it has been our con-
stant effort to do what we considered was right, wisest,
and best; to avoid hasty action, and to calmly and
sincerely strive to “ do as we would be done by.”  Of
course we cannot all see eye to eye, it is very difficult to
““put yourself in his place,” and although the joke has
it that “ everybody thinks they could fill the Editor’s
chair better than the one who fills it,” we can only say
to those who may have been displeased, we have never
said or done aught to intentionally slight or wound any
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one, and crave their indulgence. Our motto is, “with all
and for all,” and we will continue to strive to deserve the
support of all truth lovers and friends of progress. The
on-coming year is big with portents, trial times are
ahead.  While wishing each other most heartily “ A
Happy New Year,” let us all work, work, work in a happy
and hopeful spirit to make the world better for our
influence and example.
...... 0...-._

TWELVE LECTURES ON MENTAL SCIENCE.
By W. J. Colville.
Lesson VIll.—Intuition the True Educator.

The word intuition, though frequently employed, is
seldom clearly interpreted. It literally signifies inward
or interior teaching, i.e., instruction received in ways
unknown to outward sense. Let us look at this great
subject as simply as one can. People often confound
intuition with impression, but the two are widely dissimilar;
the distinction between them may be expressed thus:
When you enter a room for the first time, certain objects
in it immediately strike your eyes and you unhesitatingly
affirm | see such and such things ; you do not feel in the
least doubtful or distrustful of your senses; you instinc-
tively regard yourself in the light of a competent observer,
and arrive instantly at the unargued conclusion that your
observations are correct. On the psychic or spiritual
plane, intuition does for us what vision does on the so-
called physical plane, and what intellectual discrimination
docs on the strictly mental plane. Impression is something
received by way of impress from without; it is hearsay
evidence, proffered testimony, about which we may reason-
ably argue, and which we are at full liberty to accept or to
reject after due deliberation and inquiry. There are no
absolutely certain impressions, and there can be no uncer-
tain intuition.

The two great lights, the greater of which rules our
mental and moral day, the lesser of which rules our mental
and moral night, differ from each other exactly at the
point where we accept truth for authority, or authority for
truth. Jesus said to the multitude “ If | proclaim truth,
why do ye not accept it?” So have all truly illumined
teachers addressed the throng before them, for the great
teacher, the veritable master is he who discerns in all
humanity both the love of truth and the capacity to
embrace it. Were we to claim possession of all truth we
should indeed be vain braggarts, senseless egotists, but we
have the right to claim, and also the ability to receive, all
necessary truth. No word is more commonly employed
tinn duty; we say flippantly that we ought to do certain
things, without pausing to inquire into the nature and
origin of duty. Obligation implies ability; no one can
reasonably be expected to perform a task beyond his power;
therefore the simile of the horse and the goat is always
apropos. The reason why it can never be the duty of a
goat to do a horse’s work is because the goat is constitu-
tionally unfitted to perform such heavy labour, and just law
never expects any creature to transcend its possibilities,
though divine law expects us all to live up to them instead
of grovelling, as we so often do, far beneath them.
Impressions received from without are seldom lasting unless
there is a response within to an outward appeal. Present
educational methods are in many instances worse than
useless ; they are positively detrimental, as forcing and
cramming are still shamefully in vogue both in ordinary
schools and distinguished universities. Teachers are not
usually very much to blame for this bad state of affairs, as
they are almost invariably painfully fettered in the iron-
clad bondage of a prescribed curriculum. Froebel taught
that no more than fifteen children should ever be allotted
to a single teacher, and that every study should be made
delightful to the pupils, and be in the truest sense educa-
tional. Education and evolution mean almost the same, as
the former word is derived from educerc, to lead out, and
the latter from evolvere, to unroll. Now, can it be possible
to lead out what is not already in, or to unroll
what is not infolded? To prate of evolution and
ignore involution is to argue in favour of a self-evident
absurdity, contradicted by the growth of every seed
and the universal phenomena of nature. Emerson
taught that the soul is mature in the infant, and so itis.
Education is the process of leading forth into manifest
expression the latent properties of the germ. We possess
all things, but we sometimes feel we have nothing, for we
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are like people who live on land richly stored with precious
metals, and priceless gems, but by reason of ignorance
indolence, or both, they subsist in penury. Penuriousness is
the fruit of faithlessness or idleness, and should never ba
encouraged or permitted, as it saps the very springs of
health at their source. Though interdependence is the law
of life, there is a glorious sense of independence in
every soul, and when it comes to a realisation of its dor-
mant potencies it throws overboard every prop on which it
formerly leaned, and hence forward steers its own course
with the aid of no other pilot than the light within.
Cowardice masquerading as humility is a veritable wolf in
sheep’s clothing; for while humility is rightly esteemed a
virtue its counterfeit is decidedly a vice. Reliance upon
God is a much misunderstood and frequently misapplied
term, for people insist upon reliance upon outside aids
when they claim to be trusting implicitly in the Infinite,
who is no respector of persons, times or places. Churches,
Bibles, schools, and all such agencies are helps when they
are diaphanous, but only hindrances when they are
opaque. Kindred souls can profitably unite for study
into the deepest mysteries of being, but one must never
assume the role of dictator to the rest. It is surely no more
presumptious to declare that the Most High can speak to
us than to our neighbours, for we are all alike, God’s
children. Two grave errors must be contradicted before
the channel will be open to permit the water of life to flow
in an uninterrupted healing stream. These twin errors are
pride and false humility. Pride bars the door to the
advent of truth by proclaiming, ““I am holier than thou; ”
false humility bars it by saying, ““You can receive a mes-
sage from the eternal, but I cannot; ” but if not, why not?
We have all conceded to ourselves and others the right to
use our own eyes, ears, palate, nostrils and touch irrespec-
tive of the use made of such faculties or members by our
brethren. Each oue claims the right to exclaim, “ 1 see,
hear, taste, touch, smell,” and in every law court in the
civilised world individual testimony furnished by an eye
witness is regarded as far more conclusive than second-
hand information. There is a perfect correspondence
between the visible and the invisible. The ancient her-
metic axiom, “ As above, so below,” or its equivalent, “As
within, so without,” is unmistakably accurate, and who-
ever trusts it fully will never miscalculate. The outer
world appears to each one of us as though there were
never another spectator of the scene; we individually
venture to pass judgment upon all that we behold, and
with what delighted exultation does the seer pronounce
+the word “ Eureka ” (I have found it).
To be continued.

STRAIGHT TALK.

In A COPY of the Spiritualist for June 1st, 1877, an extract
was given from a sermon by Rev. H. R. Haweis, which
shows that he at least has not been afraid or ashamed to
speak boldly and plainly of the sins of the times which
cause the suffering of the people, and demoralise both the
sinner and his victims :—Here in this very congregation
are men forgetful of principles of right dealing one with
another, forgetful of purity, shut up in their own selfish-
ness, in their own prayerlessness, and alone with their own
lawlessness, | say, O God, teach them to apply the divine
principles which rule the world, and by which men’s
hearts are to be won, and by which their individual hap-
piness and the happiness of the world is to be built up;
teach them to apply these principles to their own
practices, and let them see that God is not mocked.
Let them understand that in their commercial avocations
when they are doing that which is ruining the
character of England for truth and honesty, that they are
*“ sinning against heaven and before Thee.” Let them feel
that when they are undertaking a contract dishonestly
and carrying- it out dishonestly that they are not clean in
Thy sight, that the money they hoard up is wbrse than
waste, for it will become inward rottenness in the spiritual
bones, that it will enter like iron into their heart's core
and wither their soul.  Let them feel this—and the man
of commerce—the young man, when he is tempted to
make money by connivance, when he is engaged as
inspector to see that someone else has fulfilled his con-
tract, and when he takes a bribe, or is cozened out of his
opinion by another man, or garbles his statement, and
refuses to inform his employer of the truth, although he
is paid to inform him—Iet him feel at that moment he
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has sinned against heaven and before Thee. And that
crowd of speculators, mixed up with the unsuspecting,
who go the public with rotten concerns, who take in the
fatherless and the widow, and fatten on the honest savings
of the poor but industrious community, let them not lie
down and sleep with the ill-gotten gain, but evermore
plague them, plague them with bad dreams. Let them
see the rotten ship go down which they have sent to sea.
Let them hear the voice of Rachel crying for her children,
who will not be comforted. Let them see'the visions of
misery, the poor innocent babes unclothed and unfed, and
honest women brought to low depths of shame, and strong
hearts broken, and many who have been brought up in
ease and luxury driven from their own doors, deceived
and ruined in these vile speculations, on which they, the
malefactors, are fattening, like bad and noisome pest-flies
on a rotten carcasel And let such an one spring
from his bed as a murderer springs in the wilder-
ness of his dreams from his solitary couch, and know the
terror and blackness of his crime, and let him, broken at
last with deep self-abhorrence and contrition, cry out,
“ Father, Father, great is my Binl—what shall 1 do to be
6aved? Am | indeed Thy son? | have not chosen Thee,
but Thou has claimed me, and therefore | can never be
anything but Thine—Thy reckless, Thy rebellious son—
yet a cloud has been before my eyes, | have tampered
with the happiness of Thy creatures, and with my own
responsibilities, with all that a man should hold most
honourable and dear, and in the stillness of this awful
night, in the depths of my soul, Thou hast tried me and
searched me out, and convinced me of judgment, and of
righteousness, and of sin—Father, Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in Thy sight, and 1 am no more
worthy to be called Thy son!”
............. Y S
FOR LYCEUM LADS AND LASSES.

Fob two weeks tho Clarion hue published vory interesting ex-
tracts from lettersto the editor giving the opinions of boys about
girls, and girls' opinions about boys, and Nunguam sums up in a
manner which, we think, it will do onT Lyceum luds and lasses good
to read and remember, and act up to. He says i—

“ | have read all the letters, and one or two things have struck
me. The firstis, nearly all the girls complain of the boys' rudeness
and roughness; the second is, that many of the boys accuse the girls
of tel ing tales. 1 hope our Clarion boys and girls will try to cure
theee faults. According to the boys' code of honour, tale-tellers are
““sneaks.” Perhaps this is not known to the girls. Perhaps the
code of honour is different amongst the girls; anyhow, it is a mean,
unworthy thing to tell tales, and if any of our gills are guilty I hope
they will repent and amend thoir ways.

““ As for you boys, you can't help being rough, I know, for you
are built Bo, but remember that what is play to you is annoyance to
tho girls, who are naturally quioter, and caro more for their drcse
and appearance.

“ That as to play. Ab to rudeness, there is a more Borious thing
to bo said. As a tell-tale is a sneak, so the male person who is rude
to girls or women is net a boy nor a man, but acad. There is no
surer mark of vulgarity than disregard for the feelings of those you
meet. No man, no gentleman, young or old, will ever willingly
offend or give pain, to anyone ; but to a girl, or a woman, to bo rude,
or cruel, or over-bearing—that is a depth of baseness to which only
cade oan descend.

““I'm not going to preach sermons to you boys, nor am | going
to give a Bcore of learned reasons for what | say, but | am going to
tell you, as a man of years and experience, that every boy ought to
bo kind and gentle, towards all girls and all women. If all our boys
were taught this dd-world faith, that a woman is to be lovod,
defended, honoured, and served just because she is a woman, and no
matter whether she be rich or poor, plain or pretty, old or young,
good or bad—if all our boys were tanght this natural and right
conduct towarde women, much of the misery and nearly all the shamo
would vory soon disappear from this brutal and unhappy England.

“ Some of you boys will wonder at these words.  But thoy are
true. Be sure of this, if ever you gee a boy unkind to a girl, that
boy is a cad.

“ There must be a sadly large numbor of cads in England, or
tho thioge done to women commonly in all our towns would bo
impossible.

““I'm talking seriously to you, because it is a serious thing. 1
am talking to you boys because you will soon be the men of England,
and because | feel sure that you can be taught no finer lesson than
the lesson of right behaviour to women and girls.  Until you have
learned that leseon you will nover be men, aud in learning it you wiasi

According to orthodox teachings the foul murderer swings off
into eternity with the name of Jesus on his lips, and blackness in his
nature from the crown of his head to the sole of his feet, is msdo a fit
associate for saints and angels by the oonfession wrung from him by
the near prospect of death and the fear of hell. His mouth utters
what his nature belies, and it passee for genuine faith and purification
and salvation from tho consequences of sin by the dictum of priost
and ohurch. And the world looks on, ono class in careless acquiescence
with the doctrine ; another in amazement that the civilisation of the
age can be so belied by its religion, and with a protest against the
immoral tendency of teachings so repugnantto reason. -Mrs. M. E, King.
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A LOST SOUL’S PLAINT.

[Hypocrisy, the deadly crime, which, liko Judas, kisses Holl at tho
lips of Redemption.—S. T. Coleridge.]

I thought within the Peace of God
My soul would havo lain now,
But, oh ! before His mighty will
I faint and cannot bow.

The dolorous pain, tho fearful iro,
The dreadful love of God,

Consumes me like a living firo,
And pierces like a rod.

More awful than | daro express,
That glorious majesty!

Of strength incomprehensible,
Profound infinity |

And 1, scorched by Love's quenchless flame,
Intensor than Hell's fire,

Am sunk in abject wretchedness,
And raokod by vain desire.

And what my sin was, who can tell ?
On earth none thought me vile ;

I never did tho “ fearful thing,”
Nor aught that might defile.

An upright man ; stern, fearless, just,
And righteous thought to be ;

Yet 'neath that mask of godlinese
Lurked foul hypocrisy.

Appeals for mercy, cries for help,
The suffering children's tear,

I ruthless spurned, and now I mourn
A soul, sunk, warped and soar.

I see myself, a shrivelled shape,
Loathsome, misformed and mean ;
A semblance uglier than 1 am.
The devile dare not feign.

Condemned in the vast wilds of heaven
To wander forth alone,

And in deep sorrow and remorso
To reap what | have sown.

A fullon angel, | must bear
For agos yet, my sin:

Scaroo may 1 thro” etornity
God's dear forgiveness win.

Tho soul | starvod, almost dethroned,
Must climb a toilsome bill,

Ere it can love and yield unto
Tho Divine Perfect Will.

—W. Kyle.

An old millor who was widely known in his neighbourhood for
never conceding a point nor yielding an iota whore ho was one-eighth
right, always advised others when in trouble to “ bear and forbear,”
as this, he said, lifted ue above our enemies and subsided all troubles.
““Is that the principle you follow out in life? ” ono day asked a
neighbour whom the millor had juet given the usual a'vice. ““Eb,
yer—why, | guess so,” stammorod our moralist, ovidontly in doubt as
to himself. “ Not excopt you wore cornered and couldn't help your-
self,” came a voice from the roar. His wife had overheard the
conversation, and was delighted to find an opportunity’ of questioning
her husband's consistency. Moral: Nover preach a doctrine too
near home that you do not practice.

Spibitgalism is the only liolmsman which can save science from
shipwreck; and preserve the foremost races in the world from being
submerged beneath the over-rising waves of materialism. Religion is
perfectly impotent to combat it. It is tho mop of Mrs. Partington,
over again.  In rolls an ocoan of doubt and unbelief, and there stand
the theologians, mop in hand, making the most frantic and futile
endeavours to push,back the breakers. Men are asking for proofs of
an after-life, and of the persistent existence of the human soul; and
tho Churohes have none to offer.  Spiritualism and Spi ituilism
alone, can supply the incontrovertible evidence; evidence whioh no
one is expected to receive on mere hearsay, but to investigate and
examine for himself.—Harbinger of Light.

Fbom within Outwards.—Spiritual growth tho basis of reform.
““We who grieve over human suffering would sweep it from the earth
at one stroko, applying outside force and execute legislation to
prevent the commission of all wrong. Such a mode of procedure is
like, to use a homely phrase, “putting the cart before the hors\* All
reform, to be lasting and effective, works out from within. To ref,rm
tho world by the devolopmont of one's individual character seems a
slow way. It is a slow way, but it is the way by which all stoady
and lasting growth proceeds It took unnumbered ages to gradually
develop this earth to be the home of human beings. This was not
done in six days, as superstitious minds have ignorantly believed.
The oak tiee takes many years to develop its giant strength, and to
make the solid wood so usoful by its durability. Many years are
required to develop a human being from the ombryotie stage to com-
plete manhood. Lasting, strong character is not built in a day, nor
doos it influence others in an hour.  Still it influences others to build
the same, and in thie normal, natural method will the human race go
on unto that perfection that is its destined goal, from the very con-
ditions of its origin. The main duty for you and for me is to begin
with ourselves, to develop, truth, purity, justico, love, roverence and
aspiration in ourselves. In this way oan we do our part effectively
toward the improvement of the human race; and true improvement,
from core to outer expression, will bring increased prosperity in
material conditions."—Abby A. Judson.
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GLEANINGS.

The spiritual philosophy ie 8o Bimple that a child can grasp its
alpha, but the highest developed scientist cannot fathom its omega.

When a man feels nettled by criticism in regard to his thoughts
or actions, there is truth in the criticism. A tender chord has been
touched.

Endeavour to keep your heart in the duty of cherishing good-
will to all, thinking and speaking evil of ni one, and always with a
kind word fir evorybody.

Some preach love and charity, but are unwittiraglfy selfish when
their own ends or aims are involved, becoming blind for the timo to
the discomforts or sacrifices imposed on others.

Judgment concluded on personal likee or dislikes is but relative,
and can not hold with that based on intuition; for intuition is nature’s
verdict given at a moment whenthe personality of the judge is at rest.

Selfishness is its own curse ; It is a starving vice, and the man

WORLDS.

Self-sesrect is alwaye forfeited by bitterness or ill-feeling
towarde another.

. and Mrs. Underwood have retired from the editorial
chairs, but will continue to contribute articles to tho “ Philosophical
Journal," and the proprietor, Mr. T. G. Newman, promises to main-
tain tho high tone of this excellent journal. ~We wish him every
SUCCess.

Taking the oath. As this matter recently crop;?]ed up in a
question to “ Nemo,” we give the section 5 of the Oaths Act: ““If
anw:erson to whom an oath is adminiitered desires to swear with
uplifted hand in the form and TannT in which an oath is adminis-
tered in Scotland he shall be permitted so to do, and the oath shall be

| administered to him in such form and manner without further gaes

who does no good gets none ; he is like the heath in a desert, neither '

yielding fruit nor seein? whence good cometh, a stunted, dwarfish,
miserable shrub. Let all your influence be exerted for the purpose
of doing all you cm for the common good and individual wolfare of
everyone.

A great deal of the mysticism and superstition of thq past can
be explained on the hypothesis that the two worlds, the spiritual and
material, so completely merge, one into the other, that the influence
of the former on tho latter naturally produces certain results, which,
though vaguely understood, and of course, not corroctly interpreted,
have yet made a deep impress upon humanity, and have laid a found-
ation for much of the folk lore and superstition that have come up
from tho past.

When the divinity of mediumship is fully revealed to tho
world, then shall we walk and talk daily with the unseen, yet real
world of spirit. In that day how the mists shall clear, and human
life be “ a thing of beiuty and a joy forever.”  Spiritualists, of all
peoplo under tho sun, ehould be happ?/. Death and the grave robbed
of their terror; lifo not a blind, aimless pathway among the thorns,
but a growing time, a blossoming out of mind, heart and soul, into
the elysim garden fields of the hereafter.

A ludicrous mistake happened in a church at Syracuse, N.Y.,
which has been much afflioted in its two Inst pastors, one of whom
has died, and the other become so debilitated that ho has gono south
to pass the winter. At a prayer meeting the other night ono of the
brethren arose to report, but b?/ a singular infolioity got the deceased
pastor's name into the place of tho debilitatod ono, and remarked :
“ He says tho weather Is very warm —indoed unusually and uncom-
fortably warm in that locality "

The significant messago of Spiritualism has made tho oirouit of
tho globo. Tho powers that have boon accustomed to sway tho
world and arrest the march of human progress aro struck with
astonishment, that is fast intensifying into dismay. Thoy of all
others are intelligent enough to understand how widespread aro tho
irresistible consequences of thishumblo and d spised beginning. They
know too woll that tho sounding of tho summons for opon and goneral
revolt against the tyranny of iron-clad dogmas and tho incarceration
of the human spirit in the dungeons of bigotry and creodal hatrods,
will arouso humanity, already oivilisod, socialised, and fraternised
by the marvellous advance of scionoo and inlustry, to a pitch of
determination that will render the rule of tho times of tho past again
impossible.

Let it re recognised that tho success of a spoakor depends very
largoly upon tho degree of sympathy and good-will, and of appreciative
intorost manifested by tho audienoe ; if tho Bittere will rally round,
sympathetic frion’s sit near the platform, and thoii expectancy
shine in their good-humoured facos, the medium will fool that there
is a battery of love-force around and about to eustain, while the
spirits will gather it up and use it, anl give a far deeper, truer, and
Toro effective speech that will fill, tho hearors with joy and zeal, and
each one will go away feeling “ it was good to be there.” If Spiri-
tualists only studied these matters more, and learnt that they “ get
just what they make conditions for,” there would ba far more
interest shown, and far more successful services. We want more of
this co-operation, more love and sympathy, more trust and mutual
helpfulness, more fellowship and unity in our services, where wo
can all feel thoroughly happy and at home.

Parents, we believe, are too apt to correct their children, while
themselves under the influence of iU-tempor. They are irritated and
provoked, and the despot, which sits in tho dark corner of every
uun'o heart, rises up and smites the unresisting child, who, in most
cases, quite unthinkingly and undesignedly, has caused the pro-
vocation  The kindlier feeling of the parents begins t> operato when
his anger has had time to cool, and, in his lonely liiurs, the crying,
the pitious face of his poor child rises up before him ; but the mischief
is done, th> child has been wronged, and perhaps, a sense of injustice
and rancorous bitterness excited in his heart. We can never think,
without pity, of the parent who lost a noble and promising son by
death, and was haunted through life after by the recollection of his
parental severity. ““My boy,” he eaid to a friend, ““was used to
think mo severe, and he had too muoh reason to do so ; he did not
know how I loved him at the bottom of my heart; and itis now too
late.”

An Invocation.—We thank thee, Infinite Spirit, that to spiritual
eyos there is no death, no grave ; that thy life once imparted endureth,
and that the dissolution of the visible is the release of the immortal.
Lord of the seraph and the worm ; Ruler of the universe ; wo are in
the hollow of thy hand ; do unto us as thou deemest best, for what
thou doest is well done. Thou art Life, and while thou art, we shall
be. Thou art Love, and we need not fear. Thou art Light; O,
illumine us with thy truth Through the saints anl blessed societies
that do thy errands, that delight in thy service, and whosi joy it is
to deliver from sin, shed thy gracious influences around us, and lift
us .above thoso clouds of time that wo may share, if only for a brief
moment, in their celestial peace  Sanctify unto us all our trials, all
our afflictions. Give us hope ; give us resignation ; givens the lively
faith that looks through death. Watch over our beloved and prosper
them with a true prosperity. Fit us all for the better life, and keep
us in the plenitude of thy infinite love. Amen.

tion.” The form of the Scotch oath has been duly prescribed, and-
every person who administers an oath is bound to know it, and to use
it whenever it 13 asked for, and every person has a right to be so
sworn if he wishes, “ without further question.”

Public lectures and spiritual services should be characterised
b%/ a true spirit of love, encouraging in tho statement of the principles
of the spiritual philosophy, building up the nature of man spiritually
with the holier, swaoter, and more heavonly impulses from tho angel
side of life, softening and smoothing the rough angularities, helping
us all to bo wiser, purer, nobler, gentler, and more true and tender.
We ought all to feel our need of mare spirituality and less harshness ;
the censorious spirit and condemnatory frame of mind, the critical,
cynieul, and judicial disposition that so often wounds, and for lack of
full information unjustly condemns, is not tho spirit of Spiritualism.
The spirit world teaches us forgiveness, sflf-sacrifice, the brother-
hood of mm, and fatherhood of God. Oh, let us all strive to holp
one another, be more gantle and kind, admit oxtenuating circum-
stances, and in the spirit of fratornal love and fellowship boar each
othors’s burdens, and make our meetings soasons of spiritual refresh-
ing, our aspirations answered with inspiration, till we are all able to
give a reason for the faith wo hold.

The Sun and Stars —The sun itself is almoat as nothing oom-
pared with the dimensions of the solar system, Siriui is calculated
to be a thousand timos as great as the Sun, and a million timos as
far away. The solar system itself travels in one region of space,
sailing botwoen worlds and worlds, and is surrounded by many other
systems at least as great and oomplox; while we know that even then
we have not reached the limits of the Univorse itself.  There are
stars so distant that their light, though travelling 180,000 miles in
a second, yet takes years to reach us; and boyond all these are other
systems of stars which are so far away that thoy oonnot bo per-
ceived singl?/, but oven in our most powerful tolesoopes appear only
as minute clouds or nebula). It is, indeed, but a feeble expression
of the truth to Bay that the infinities rovoalod to us by Sclenco—tho
infinitoly groat in the ono direction, and tho infinitely small in tho
othor—go far beyond anything which had occurrod to the unaided
imagination of man, and aro not only a never-failing source of
pleasure and interest, but seem to-lift us out of tho petty troubles
and sorrows of lifo.—Sir John Lubbock.

How great the Change in the fields of literature, science,
theology, and every department of human lifo and thought since this
world of mortality was- invaded by tho inhabitants of that othor sphere
—the world of spirits! Study, for instance, the remarkable modi-
fications of tho pulpit teaohings, suppressing tho old dogmas about
whioh the modern piwholders refuao t> hoar, and vitalizing their
Sunday inculcations with spiritual truths tn be learned from no
creeds, catechisms or councils. Hell's fires are only smoking now;
heaven is not proposed as a sweo:moat bribe ; the judgmont-day is
not to bo waited for. It is not culture, merely, the growth of
roligious thought, or tho rovolitions of scionco, that has wrought
those changes. _ It is nothing more nor less than tho influx of au on-
tiroly now inspiration, that which Spiritualism alone has wrought;
making its silent way through the barricades of immovable ma-
torialism ; dissolving tho dogmas and dethroning the doctrines of
prido-swollon ecolesiastical powor; pushing back to a far largor
expanse tho horizon of human knowledge, thought and aspiration;
impressing wider and truer viows of lifo, condu 't and duty ; placing
hum in responsibility for its actions on human ehmlders, where it
belongs ; bringing heaven from its far-away distance into the limits of
our daily lives ; and dissolving without further notice the old partner-
ship of “ tho world, the flesh and the devil.”—Banner of Light.

LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS.

I knew even from my early years

A haunting horror dark and grim—
Awakener of my deepest fears,

Of eyeless head and fleshloss limb —
A transient terror, ill defined,
And alien to the youthful mind.

And deeper still the shadow grew
When years were addei to my span ;

And many a troubled breath | drew
When pondering o’er the lot of man,

So vain and full of toil and strife

And noisy nothings seemed his life.

The shadow deepened, for | said:
The life beyond is but a dream,

Tho dead are surely wholly dead,
And nowise other than they seem.

Life ripens but to fall, and rot,

And perish, and be clean forgot.

Sweet is the light, and doubly sweet

To those who long have dwelt iu gloom.
And light has come to guide my feet

Through life, and death, and mortal doom—
A steady light that shall not fail,
A radiance from behind the veil.

R. Phillips.
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A NIGHT WITH GLASGOW SPIRITUALISTS.
SPIRIT RAPPING AND SPIRIT PAINTING.
LONG LOST RELATIVES APPEAR.

Although it may not generally bo known there aro a great many
Spiritualists in Glasgow, and also a society known as the Glasgow
Spiritualistic Societg. Private seances tako placo in tho housos of
members, while on Sundays meetings aro held, forenoon and evening,
in a hall in Carlton Place, on tho south sido of tho city. A correspon-
dent of the Weekly Scotsman attended a seance in the house of Mr.
Dugaid, of Devon Stroot, South Side, on a Wednesday the other
week. It is said for Mr. Duguid that for tho past twenty-five years,
withont fee or reward of any kind, he has dovotod the first evening
of each month to a painting soanee for tho benefit of investigators or
incredulous persons, and upwards of G000 visitors from all parts of
tho world havo witnessed lho production of beautiful

SPIRIT PAINTINGS,

about 1,800 of which are now widoly distributed.  Besidos those
painting seances, however, somo wondorful physical manifestations
also occur, and our representative was fortunate in beinﬁ Fresent
when a number of well known clairvoyante from London helped to
make up tho circle, and by their knowledge of tho slpirit world wero
able—so they said—to seo many shadowy figures flitting about the
room.

But let our representativo tell his story in his own way. He

ays:—

Tho night on which I started off on this strange mission was
about as disagreeable as could well bo imagined. A gale was raging
and whenpassiDg over Jamacia Bridgo, or rather the service bridge,
I had to creep well in lost I might bo dashed against the shelving
buttresses. The wind shrieked and howled ip demoniacal fury, while
tho ewollon rivor tossed and tumbled underneath on its way ocean-
wards. Whether it was that tho nature of my errand reused any
latent Highland superstition within mo I know not, but as I fought
my way across, inch by inch, I could fancy in looking river-wards
into tho inky darkness, that | could see weird and fantastic imps of
Satan mocking at me. ~ But at tho corner at Eglington-streot | was
fortunate enough to catch a car, and my journey was then easy.

On reaching Dovon-stroet | found a gentleman waiting to escort
me upstairs, and 1 was soon seated comfortably in a well-furnished
parlour-sitting-room, whero already over twenty persons had
assembled. The Boxes wero fairly oqually represented, and every
one wae in the best possible humour. The circle was Boon formed, a
lady and gentleman being placed beside each other as far as tho
numbers allowed. Thon the door was opened, and

THE MEDIUM,

Mr. Duguid, quietly bowed to tho company. There were not a fow
ﬁresent who were well known to Mr. Duguid, while others again saw

im for tho first time.  This was my own ease, and | must confess
that his personality impressed mo not a little. ~ Somewhat above the
medium height, his strong, determined-looking face gave ono the idea
that, having formed an opinion, ho could not bo easily turned from it.
His hair is Tong and inclined to be curly, while his benovolont-looking
and furrowed face, albeit strong and determined jaw, made one feel
kindly towards him

Ho brought into the room a palette containing brushes and
various colours in oil, and these ho arranged to his liking. Two
musical boxes wore then oxhibitod to tho company with their keys
firmly soalod, and after a few minutes spent in pleasant conversation,
Mr. Duguid, who hud been a eilent onlooker, was soon to have passed
into what is termed

A SPIRITUALISTIC TRANCE.

Quite unoonscious of his surroundings, he rocked to and fro in his
chair, his eyos rolling about in his head in a wild-like fashion. Then
tho pupils disappeared, nothing but tho whito of the eyes being soon.
I should say ho sat in this state for a couple of minutes, and then his
hand groped its way to tho paletto. ~All this was done with the gas
fully turned up. Having found a pencil, his other hand sought and
grasped a large piece of preparod cardboard. On this he rapidly
pencilled out a eketch, his eyes, however, whioh wore close shut,
never once resting on the quickly-forming sketch. After having
completed a rough draft brushes wero next applied. With deft
fingers each individual oil was visited, and duly prepared on the
palette. Not onco did the eys6 open; not once did tho medium
exhibit any signs of consciousness ; he sat quietly on his chair, his
eyes, in which there was no light, looking everywhere but on the
picture. In eighteen minutes ho laid tho brushes down and pushed
aoross the table a beautiful representation in oils of Portincross
Castlo on the Clyde. The sea piece wae specially fine ; the colouring
showing careful manipulation and fine discernment.

Hastily two small pieces of card, the sizo of a carte-de-visito,
wero pushed forward to Mr. Duguid. Corners from each were cut
off so as to provide against any possible deception, while all present
had an opportunity of inspecting them. Thon for tho first time the
lights were lowered, and the windows being shuttered tho oompany
was enveloped in the darkness of night. Hands wore linked, and
every one waited impatiently, some with considerable dread, for
what was to come. All at once the table evinced signs of life, and
rocked to and fro. Thon from the key-locked music boxes issued
forth a delightful dreamy eort of mueic, and

A DARK PURPLISH COLOURED MIST

seemed to rise from the table. Only four minutes lapsod before the
lighte wero again turned up, and then, to the wonder of many present,
two miniature paintings in oil had been completed. Tho cards, still
wet, wore handed round, and the corners fitted in oxactly. One
painting was a roplica of the large one, while tho other was a fine bit
of landscape. Those last two pictures wore said to be performed by
no earthly hand, being the work of spirits, while Mr. Duguid’s
picture was also completed by spirits, although he was the medium
In theirhands. The small pictures wero, therefore, called “ diroct
paintings.” Whether the work of mortals or of those who know tho
mysteries of the border world, they showod considerable skill, and

WORLDS. JANUARY 3. 18%

tho spirits wero really smart and lost no time. Tho spirits of Jans
Stoeno and Ruysdael, two Dutch Bainters of tho sixtoonth century,
aro said by Mr. Duguid to guide bis hand, and whilo he can uso a
brush a littlo whon not under their spell, his work is nothing when
compared to that done unconsciously by him.

Somo of the company boing anxious to know a littlo about
spiritualistic phenomena, tho medium was asked if it was poeeible,
and in a droamy sort of voice ho made answer that there was much
spiritualistic power in the room. Once Toro the lighte wore lowored,
and onco Toro did tho table Oﬁen tho programme with a sories of
what may bo termed ““high kicking.” Then was it also that tho
lady clairvoyants from tho Metropolis showed thoir skill in detecting

SPIRITS FROM THE NETHER WORLD,

who had been pleased to visit tho parlour at Devon-street.

“ Oh, 1 seo such a_ beautiful light right above the table,” said
ono lady. “ It is standing with quite a halo round it.”

This, | thought, was gettin? quito interesting, and | was about
to havo a look round for some of my loet kin, whon, as if rosenting
my low-born curiosity, the table reared itself on ond, and became a
barrier; a black wall shut out the light the lady spoke of, while, on
tho other side, tho fair ono wont into ecstasy over the beautiful form.
I was enshrouded in darkness ; sho was basking in light.

Again tho room was flooded with music, while oven | could
make out, or at least thought 1 did, several lights which evolved
themselves into shape akin to human.  Becoming a little oxcited
with my glimpse of the unseen, 1 pushed a rather large note-book
off my 'knee in the darkneBS, and in tho silence whioh prevailed it
made a startling sound.

“ What was that ?” asked one.

““Did you hear that noise?” said another ; andas there was
likely to be some dubiety about its origin, 1 mumbled out from my
corner that my book had fallen.  Whether this had a disturbing
elomont in it 1 know not, but certainly the lights vanished for a
time. But the spell was not broken. Again tho clairvoyante began
to tell what they saw, and this time

A TALL SPIRIT

was said to be standing at my shoulder, with hand resting lovingly
on mine. Tho London clairvoyant began to describe her appearance,
and | wae startled to find her giving a most minute personal des-
cription of an aunt of mino who had died in tho north country more
than eighteen years ago.  Her hair, eyos, features, and height were
all given, and that quite accurately. | slyly put up my hand in the
dark, and touched tho shoulder her spirit hand was said to bo resting
on, but I felt only my rough Harris tweed, and nothing else. In reply
to a question of mine as to whether her visit boded good or evil to
mo, I'was told it was a good sign.

I was not the only porson signalled out. Ono lady was told of a
Bister who had gone out of her eight for many years, and was com-
forted by the thought that sho might eeo her again soon; while
another lady—a married one—was advised never to enter a circio
again, as it did not suit her. Tho medium who delivered this
judgment said she could feel

A CURRENT OF PAIN

coming from her, and the lady admitted that sho was terribly troubled
with headaches. Several other persons had knowledge from tho
spirit-world imparted to them, and one young fellow got so enraptured
that it was found that he had gone off on a vieit to spirit-land him-
eelf, having fallen into a tranco.

All this time Mr. Duguid, the real medium, was breathing
heavily, and etill in a trance, and to prevent further exhaustion tho
lights wore raised, and in five minutes or 8o he was back again to the
rsnagter—of—fact world, where spirits aro at a discount.—The Weekly

cotsman.

PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

Oamboib.—6th, Mr. W. H. Robinson; afternoon, “ Mediumship:
its facts, laws, and utility;” ovoning, “ Do the dead really return?”
and startling incidents in a twenty years’ inquiry.

Hyde.—Mr. Thos. Wild, the celebrated clairvoyant, of Rochdale,
is now open to take Sunday engagements during 1896. For particu-
lars as to terms, etc., write Mr. Wm. France, 33, Qeorge-street,
Hyde, or Mr. Wm. Johnson, 148, Mottram Road, Hyde.

London Spiritualist Alliance.—Mrs. Wallis, of Manchester,
will give an address in tho French Drawing Room, St. James's Hall,
on Thursday evening, January 9th, on ““Spiritual gifts: what they
are and how they should be oxercised,” followed by experiments in
clairvoyance.

London. Islington, Wellington Hall, Upper-street, N.—Under
the auspices of tho North London Spiritualists, a grand Conversazione,
concluding with a Cinderella Dance, will take place in the Great Hall
on Thursday, January 2nd, 1896. Doors open at 7 p.m., commence
at 7-30 p.m. Many well-known friends of the cause have promised
to be present. Various objects of interest, photographs, &c., will be
on.view. A programme of songs, mueic, and recitatione will be
arranged. Refreshments provided at moderate charges. Admission,
ono shilling; children, sixpence. Tickets may be had of the hall-
keeper, and of the various London Sooiotios, or James Burns, 56,
Great Queen-street, W.C,

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Spiritual Evidence Sooiety’s Annual
Tea, Entertainment, and Dance will be held in the Good Templar
Hall, 2, Olayton-street, corner of Blackett-street, on Thursday, the
2nd of January, 1S9G. All friends are cordiaRy invited. Tea on the
tablos at5 p.m. ; entertainment at 7 p.m. ; dancing about 9 p.m.
till 2 am.

North Shields.

Hall 6, Camden Street—Thursday, Jan. 2,
a Social. Tickets 6d.

Refreshments at moderate prices.

Your newsagent wants business ; tell him to supply you with
two copies of tho Two Worlds weokly, you'll never miss the money,
it will help him, do you good, benefit the people to whom you give
the paper, enable you to be generous, spread the truth, besides
assisting to advertise your sooiety’s work.
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SPIRIT MINISTRY.

[The following poem was given under inspiration at Barrow-in-
FurnoBB some years ago ; it was crowded out last week.]
Down from the shining portals,
All radiant with bliss ;
Down from their homes in heaven,
BSDown, even unto this;
Your weary way, the angels come
To guide you to your spirit'shomo.
Lo, neithor tone nor space divide
Nor dark impedes their way,
They halt not in their ministry
fzTill near&/ou, with a ray
Of,hope and light, they stand
Revealed a loving spirit band.
And lo, they catch, like incense,
Those holiest thoughts that rise,
And bear them in their loving hearts
Far, far boyond the skies :
Thoso thoughts of God so true and fair,
To bloom as flowers in heaven’s pure air.

.0 sacred is their message ;
They tire not day or night,
But evermore are read¥,
To bear, with onward flight,
Your holiest aspirations,
Into that land of love,
Where angels weave your garments
To deck you souls above.
And, soft as silvery moonbeams,
They touch you when they glide
Down from their homee in heavon,
Back to your earthly sido.
All silent as the twinkling
Of yonder stars at night,
They coTo when you are weary,
And fill your souls with light;
Yea, 'mid the darkost nightfalls
That e’er oppress your way,
E’en as the orb of hoavon
Brings back tho beauteous day.
0 grieve not, then, the spirits
But kindly hear their voice ;
With solemn, holy accents,
They bid your hearts rejoico;
And overmore they lingor,
Your hearts to fill with love,
And fit you for those mansions,
The spirit's homo above.

,,,,,,,,,,, [

There is no Death—I am pleased to seo in your issue of tho
13th inst. that you are going to publish * There is no death” in
ﬁamphlet form, and our grateful thanks aro due to Miss Marrynt for

er kind permission, given without tho slightest hesitation, for the
publication of her lecture in this form. Migiht I venture to suggest
that all who can afford a little outlay will tako a supply of these
pamphlots and sond them to eaoh of their locently boroaved friends.
There are many such, to whomfor various reasons it might be advisable
to bring the 'subject of Spiritualism in a quiet sort of a way, and
1 know of no bettor method than asking the bereaved ones to road
this little work, which is exactly suited to their caso, and if they are
interested they can get larger books on tho same subject afterwards.
I will be glad to take 100 copies to begin with, and I truet other
orders will soon flow in.—R. J. Atkinson. ~ [This pamphlet is now
ready, price 3Jd. post free, and can bo had at the Two Worlds
Office, IS, Corporation-street, Manchester. Ed. T. W.]

Materialism Destructive of ltself—“ J. F.,” in a recent
number of the Monist, comments on the following extract from an
article by Professor A. E. Dolbear :—* Physical knowledge is doubt-
less far from complete, but has been pursued far enough to make it
clear that matter and ether are two radically different substances,
and more, if there be any approach to truth in the position that the
elements of ordinary matter are forms of vortical motion of ether in
the ether, then it follows that the ether existed prior to the elements,
for the latter are made of the former. If the ether be the frictionless
medium it is assumed to be, then no physical procoss with which we
are acquainted could possibly be the condition for the formation of a
single atom, and this makes it philosophically needful to assume somo
agency radically different from any physical agency in our experience
which could act upon ether, endow it with energy of a partioular sort
and make permanent structures. In other words, it makes needful
the assumption that matter and ether, with such forms of energy as
coTo into our experience, are not sufficient to account for”the
physical universe as we find it, and therefore any scheme of
philosophy which builds on these alone is a defeotivo one. Such
materialism has no warrant from the vortex ring theory of matter.”
[After this coup de gi'dce, this vigorous coup de pied, it is only reason-
able to suppose that no Materialist will hereafter have the hardihood
to raise the unclean thinP from the gutter, and again present it as a
claimant to philospphical recognition. The overthrow of Materialism
by physioal science is litorally a case of self-destruction; for physical
science has all along been its foundation and stronghold. From the
days of Rochefoucauld, Locke, and Hume, down to those of Buchner
and Schopenhauer, this destroyer of hope, this sensual inciter, has
been strenuously at work undermining all moral motive, thereby
sapping insidiausly tho foundations of society, by aiming at the
destruction of man’s rational sonse of moral obligation. "Look at

+ Chatterton, Swift, and Byron, and the endless train of nobio minds
whom it sent tossing down to misanthropic graves! And all the
while its only raison d'etre turns out to be nothing better than the
sophistries of pseudo-science! Long ago did Professor Huxley, in
replying to Mr, Lilly, utterly ropudiate it: and Mr. Herbert Spencer
has ‘expressed indignation at being classified as a Materialist—J. F.]
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WANTED, FOR SALE, SITUATIONS, etc.
Terms—id. per line, four lines for 1s., four insertions for the price
ofthree.  Ten words to line. Cash with advertisement.

Mediums with open dates for Jan. 5 and Jan 12, 1896, please
C(_)frtrespond with R. Clark, 13, Tower-street, Darwen, stating fees and
gifts.

- Astrology.—On Sale in MS., “ Thrasher’s Second Book ” and
“ Worsdale's Lectures. What offers. Address Ph. Hoydon, 15,
Beechwood Placo, Cardigan-place, Leeds.

Wanted, homely Lodgings or Apartments; Spiritualists pre-
ferred.—Address G., c/o Mr. Bowland, Broom-road, Altrincham.

Wanted Spiritualists to givo their Orders to Mr. Gott, and sup-

ort one who supports tho Two Worlds, althouﬁh not a Spiritualist
imself. He will serve you wolL  Seo his offer this week.

““The Mysteries or Mediumship."—Tho pamphlot, under tho
above title, containing the portraits of Mr. Morse and his_control,
“ Tien Sien Tie,” and a fall account of Mr. Morse’s career, is almost
all sold. A few copies can still be had from this office.

““Heaven Revised; or Personal Experiences of Life after
Death,” through Mrs. E. B. Duffey. Manchester: The Two Worlds
Publishing Co., 18, Corporation Street. ~Paper covers, (id.; neat
cloth covers, Is.; 72pp.  The Two Worlds publishing com?any havo
{ust issued an English edition of Mrs. E. B. Dnffoy’s most popular

ittle work, descriptive of life ““ovor there,” many thousands of
which have been sold in the Unitod States, and also in Great Britain.
It is just the work to put in tho hands of inquirers; its eminently
sober statoments, filled with pure spiritual sontimonts, at onco
appealing to tho reverent and thoughtful quostionor upon tho
experiences doBoribed. It is neatly’ printed, and its attraotively
devised and printed paf)er covers,” makes a neat taking looking
booklet. For Lycoum lessons it will be invaluablo, and all our
Lyceums should procuro supplies of the cloth covered copios for used
A furthor oxtension of tho career of this useful work is now marked
out for it, as its present price brings it within tho roach of all.
Noat in appearance, nhicely Iprinted, cheap in prico, and full of really
good things, sums up all that could be said, unless a detailod
examination of tho contents was mado, and that wo havo not room
for.—Lyceum Banner.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
THE NEW HYMN BOOK OF THE SPIRITUALISTS
NATIONAL FEDERATION.

THE large number of hymns required, and the pressure of
work at this busy season upon the printers, have rendered
it impossible to get this book out before Christmas, as we
had hoped to do. The work will, however, gain in com-
pleteness by the slight delay. 1t will be ready early in
the new year, and will consist of 320 pages, and contain
over 700 hymns. The One Shilling Edition will be bound
in Strong Cloth Covers, and will be the best and cheapest
book ever published in the interests of Spiritualism. The
Two Shilling Edition will be bound in fine leather, limp
covers, with the words “ Hymn Book” in gold letters on
the side. Both editions will have coloured edges.

To meet the wishes of friends, a still better binding in
morocco, with gilt edges, will be done for Three Shillings
each.

IMPORTANT TO SUBSCRIBERS.

To help meet the cost of production, remarkably low
subscription prices have been offered to societies affiliated
with the National Federation. Now that the book is
almost ready those subscription rates will not hold good,
and societies wishing to avail themselves of those favour-
able terms must write and forward orders and cash at once.
All orders booked to affiliated societies this year will be
executed as soon as the books are ready, at the advertised
subscription rates, but cash must now be sent in as speedily
as possible.

TERMS TO SOCIETIES AFFILIATED WITH THE
NATIONAL FEDERATION, ON AND AFTER JAN. 1, 1896.

For the Cloth Bound Edition (Is.)—12 copies, 9s.;
25 copies, 18s. 6d.; 50 copies, £1 16s.; 100 copies for
£3 11s.

For the Leather Bound Edition (2s.)—12 copies, 18s.;
25 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; 50 copies, £3 14s. 6d.; 100 for
£7 8s. Carriage forward in all cases.

TERMS TO NON-AFFILIATED SOCIETIES.

Cloth Bound Edition (Is.)—12 copies, 9s. 6d.; 25 copies,
19s.; 50 copies, £1 18s. 6d.; 100 copies, £3 15s.

Leather Bound Edition (2s.)—12 copies, 19s.; 25 copies,
£1 19s.; 50 copies, £3 18s.; 100 copies, £7 15s. Carriage
forward in all cases.

Orders should be sent to Mr. E. W. Wallis, 18, Corpora-
tion Street, Manchester.

[Will those societies who have notified their intention
to subscribe, when sending their payments, please enclose
careful directions for the forwarding of the parcels, giving
the name and address of persons to whom the books are
to be sent?—Ed. T.W.]
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NEXT SUNDAY'S PLATFORM

Societies affiliated with the National
Federation

Accrin%ton.—TempIe, St.  James-street, Lyceum
d 6. Monday. Wed:; 7-30,
Members’

Circle.
26, China-street, Lyceum, 10-30, 2-30.
Annley (near Leeds|—Theaker-lane, Lyceum, 10,
2-30, 6-30, Mr. J."Brook. Monday 7-30.
Ashton— Church st. (off Warrington-si.j, 2-30 6-3r,
Public Circle, Tups., 7- 30,
Ashm?ton—Splrltual emple,
Atterc] |ffe—Vestry Hall, Board Room, at 3 and 6-30,

Bacukalctor)l:sI HE” Markelt st., Lyceum, at 10,

I.

Barrow-in-| Furness—PsychoIogrcal Hall, Dalkelth-st.
1 and 6-30.- Secretary, Wm. Hewetson 1,
Crellin-street.

Batle\% Carr—Town-st., Lyceum, at ic & 2-30; 6, Mr.

others' Meeting at 3 p.m

and Choir Practicé at 7-45. Thursday evening, a

Members' Developlng Circle, 7- 452rnr0mpt

Belper —Jubilee Hall, Lyceum ; 1030. 6-30,

arrldas anatlve Hmdoo Wed.,7-30

Blrmm ham.—Masonic Hall, Union, 11, 6-30,

Smethwick: Central Hall, Cape Hill, opp. Wind-
mill Lane, Lyceum at 11, 6-

Blaclkburn Old éaminar SchooIFreckIeton -st. 9-15.

ycel ircle

Bolton—| Bradford Street, L ceum '9-30; 2-30, 6-30.

Bradford—Milton  Hall, 32, Rebecca-st., City-rd.
Lyceum, 10; 2-30, 6, Mrs. Armitage.

Bughouse—Mamn -st. Lyceum, at 10; 2-30, 6. Mr.

Buinley.— Elm-st., 9-30,2-30 and 6., Tuesday 7-45.
Public Circle.

Hammerton-: street Lyceum at g-30; Services
at2-30 and 6

Bury—SOplrltuaI HaII Georglana street, Lyceum at
w050 J. B. Tetlow. Wednesday, 7.30, Miss
ott

Cardlff—St Johné é—|3all St. John's Square, Lyceum

5;
Clltheroe —Liberal Club, Welleate Members’ Circle.
-45. Lyceum: at2-30 a
ColnkCIot Hall, Lyceum 10 2-30, and 6-30.
Mr. W.E. Leaver.
Cowms—Leﬁton near Huddersfleld at 2-30and 6
Darwen—Church Bank-st., Lyceum 9-30 and 1
Circle, i, 2-30, 6-30. 'Mon., 7-30. ~ Wed., a
Glasgow—4, Carlton-place, 11-30, 6-30.
Heywood—TempIe |II|am st., Lyceum 10; 2-30
and 6. Tuesdz -30.
Huddersfle’IVId—IE'roo street Lyceum,io,2-30 and 6-30.
Mrs. M. H,
Hyde—Mount -street, TraV|s street, Lyceum at_10.
230 0, Afternoon: Lyceum pen Session.
Tues., 7-30, Circle.

Evening: Service of Song.
Leonard’s Gates,

Lancas(t)er%Athenmum -St.
Leeds—ngchoIdglcaI Hall, Lyceum 10; 2-30, 6-30,
Monday 7
L|veJ)ooI—DauIby Hall, Daulby-st., 11 a.m., Chil-
ceum. 2-30 and 6-30, Mrs. Britten.
p.m., Choir Practice.
London—Camberwell New Road—Surrey Masonic
Stratfordd—W%rkmans Hall, West Ham Lane, E.,

Manchester— ArdW|ck Tem erance Hall, Tlppln

street, Lyceum, 0. Tuesd, ay “at
Choir practice. Wednesda at8. Friday at8,
Members' developlng circle, Sunday, 8-30,

circle for members onl
Harpurhey: Collyhurst- road, Lyceum, 10-15,2-45;
6-30. Thurs., 8, Public Circle.
Patricroft, New Lane Winton, Lyceum at 10,
atp & 6-30. Tues., 8. Wed. at§ Sat.,
Pendleton: Cobden-street, Lyceum 10; 2456 30.
Salford: Co-op. Stores, Cnapel-st. 6-30. 8, Mr.
A Bracegrrdle s Publlc Circle. Monday at 7-30.
Tues Memb ers Circle. Thursday. Friday,
at 8, Debatlng Clas:

Manor Park Essex. —115 White Post Lane. Sun-
.day, li. Aavice to inauirers and
[Members Developing Class, also the Iast

,Sunday in each month at 7 p.m. Monday,
Reading Room open at 7 p.m. for the studﬁ/
Spiritual literature ; 8-15 p.m
experimental circle for inquirers and members.
Thursday, at 8p.m., Mrs. E. Allen, ior members
only, development. ~ All meetings free.
|IIOm—L ceum 10 and 2; Platform 6; Publio
rcle 7-30. Wednesday, X
NeIson—BradIey Fold, 2-30; 6.
Newcastle-on-Tyne — SE'rltuaI Evidence Society,
Good Templars' Hall, 2, Clayton-street, ofl
Blackett street.  Lycelim 'at 2-30; 10-45 a.m.,

Newgort Mon )—Psychologlcal Somehy Skinner-st.

6-30.
Nottlngham—Masonlc Lecture HaII 10-45, 6-30.
corner of Coronation-st.,

OIdham—TemFIe Socret

Mumps, ai and 30 Tuesday 7 45. Satur-
day, Public Circle.
Preston—Weavers' Hail, Walker-street, Lyceum

9-45) 2-30, 6-30. Monday, 7-30.

circle, Public Service,
RawtenstaII—Lyceum 10-30 ; at 2-30,
Royton—Lyceum, at 10 ; 245 and 6

ed., 7-30.

Sheffield—Hollis Hall, Bridge-st.,
Thursday, at 8, Circle.

Slaithwaite—Luith Lane 2-30, 6.

Sowerby Bridge—Hollins Lane, Lyceum, 10 and 2;
2-30, 6, Mrs., Robinson.

Stalyarldge—Grand Theatre Buildings. Lyceum, 10
and 1-30; at3 & 6-30. Wed., at 7-30 p.m., no
meeting. Thursday, Choir practlce at 7. Mem-
bers' Developing Circle at 8

Trinity Street: 3 and 6-30, Wednesday, 7-30.

Stockport—Hall, Wellrngton road, nr. Heaton-lane,
Lyceum, at 10-30; at 230 630 Mrs. Newton.
Thurs., at 8, Private Circl

230 and 6-30. Wed.

Todmorden—Sobriety Hall,
30, ic circle.
WalsaII7CentraI Hall, Lyceum, at 10, and 2-30,

Tuesday, 7-30,

Mon., 7-30.
3 and 7.

7-30, Publ

West VaIe—Green Lane, 2-3(
Wisbech—Lecture Room, Publro Hall, 6-45, Mr.Ward

M’MHE TWO WORLDS.

Non-affiliated Societies,

Accrlngzton Tabernacle Whalley-rd, Lyceum 10-50
30 and 6-15. Also Monday 7-30, Public
Circle.. Wednesday at
Barnoldswick—Spiritual HaII "Lyceum, 10 2-30, 6.
Batley—WeI’UIngtw Isktreet Lyceum, at ‘10 and 1-45,
rs. Wilkin
BlshopAuckIand Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa,

and 6.
Blackburn —15 New Market st, W., Northg,ate
2-30, -30, Mon cy
Wednesdaéh7 -45, Public Circle,

b s
BIackpooI—leeraI Club, urch st,, Lyceum 0-30;
ubllc Circle, 2-30 6-30. ~ Monaays,

7-30. Public Circle,
Bradford—I Bowlln Harker-street, 10-30, Public
Circle; 2-30, 6, Mon, 2-30, Wed. 7-30. Sat.,

Lm?e Horton-lane, Spicer-street, 2-30, 6, Mrs.
Whitely and Miss Illingworth.

LowerTemperance Hall,Leeds-rd, 11, Develo mg
Clrcle 230 &' 6-30, Mrs. Greenwood.

7-45.
Otley road, Lyceum, at 10-30: at 2-30 and 6,
M. J. Wilson. Tuesday.
St. James' Church, Lower Ernest-st., 10-30,
Developing~ Circle; 2-30, 6-30, Mr." Hilton.
Wednesdays at 7-45.
W,altton streetOHaII lane, 2-30, 6, Mrs. Mercer.
o

West Bowlln% Boynton-st., at 10, L ceum 2-30,
Lyceum Sunday. Thursda)
Burn|ey—Guy st., GannowTop, yceum 10; 2-30,
Mon Members' Circle 7-45.
HuII street, Lyceum "10,2-30 and 6. Wed., 7-30.
Burton-on-Trent—Cafe near the Station, at 6,
Carl sIe—Temperance Hall, Caldewgate 2-30 and
Camsols—SplrltuaL Evidence Society, 2 and 5-30,
nso

Cleckheaton—Oddfellows' Hall, Lyceum, 10; at 2-45
%3% 6, Mrs, Taylor. Monaay, in “ofd room,
i

Developlng Circle. Thurs., 7-30, Public

erk{xlf ia, Normanton-road, 2-30 and 6-30.
‘ednesday, 7-30.
Dew_sl_bhury—dBond -street, Lyceum, 10 and 1-45,3 and 6
a
ErIand—SprrrtuaIrsts Church Newcombe street,
at 9-30 and 1-30; at 2-40 and 6,
C Shaw.  Thursday, 8, Public Crrcle
Exeter— 11 Holloway Street, 6-45.
FeIIrng—HaII of Progress Charlton Row. 2-30 and 6,

Foleshill—Edgwick, 10-45 and 6-30. Monday, 8.
Developing Circle.
Gateshead—15, Wakefield Terrace. Sunday, 6-30.

Thursday, 7-30.
Gildersome—| orley Cross. Church-street, 2-30, 6,
Halifax—Winding-road, at 2-30 and 6, Mr.
. Johnson. ~Monday, Mrs. Bailey.
Raven Street, West End Assembly Rooms,
Queen’s-road, 2-30 and 6, Mrs. Hoyle
Heckmémdwr_kl_eh Thomas slreet, atio.Lyceum; 2-30.

Hollinwood—] Factoa/ Fold 230,
Huddersfleld —St. Peters-street Assembl
Lyci um, 10 a.m.; services at 2-30 an
Smithson.
Hull—Psychological ~Society, No. 4 Room, St.
George's Hall, Story-street, at 2-30, and Cobden
Hall, 5-30. Pu’ li__Circle Wed. 8. Members' De-
velopmg ClrcIeThursda 8 both at No. 8
Room rrendIP/ Souetles Hall.
St, Georges Hall, Psychical Research, Room No.

Hunslet %eed)s)—lnstltute Toseph-street, 2-30 & 6,
wton. Monaay, /-30, Tuesday, 7-30,
Prlvate Circle. Sat., Publio Circle at 8.
Albert Street Miss Laura France. Tuesday at 7
r. Fred Wood. Public circle: Thursday and
Saturday at 7-30 p.m
Kerghley— eber Street Sprrrtual Temple 2-30, 6,
Mrs. Crossley. Monda
Lelcgst%r—Mlllstune Hall Lane Lyceum 2-30510-30

Crafton-street at 6-30. Mon., Wed., at 8, Circle.
Liberal Club, Town Hall Square, 11 and 6-30,
Thursday at8, Public Circle.
Leigh—Newton-street, 2-30, 6-15.
LrverpooI—BootIe County Hali Pembroke Road,
0, Miss Jones. 8, Public Sean
leersedge —Carr-street, L|ttIeT0wn Lyceum at 10 ;
-30 "an
London. —Marylebone—Cavendlsh Rooms, 51, Mor-
timer-st. W., at7,
in, Clarendon-rd.,W,, at 7. Tues., 8. Sat., 7-30.
Peckham—Chepstow Hall 1, High-street, at 6 45.
Tuesday, Open Circle, 7 130,
Longton — Post Office Bundlngs King-st, 2-30,6.

7-45.
Macclesfleldy Cumberland-st., Lyceum. 10-30; 3, 6-30
Manchester.—Openshaw: Granville Hall (leeral
Club) George street, at 10-30 and 6-30,
Thursday, at 8, closed.

Cheetham, Ash Lodge Haliiwell Lane : Sunday,
2-30 and 6-30, open (see “ Manchester Evening
News,” Saturday) Thur:

We6t : Labour HaII
Longsight, Lyceum, 10-30,
Thursday 8, Public circle.

South Salford, 4, West Craven-street, Regent-rd.,
6. After-circle at 8. Wed. c|rc|e at8.

Mexborough—Market Hall, 2-30 & 6.
Mlddlesborough—HaII New, ort rd., 2-30, 6-30
Morley.—2-30"and 6 30 Mr. Firth.
Nelson.—Ann-street, 2-30 and 6]
Newcastle-on-Tyne.- —Heaton and Byker,
Institute, at 6-30.
Normanton—Queen st., 2-30 & 6, Mrs. Ber?/
North Shields—6, Camden-st., 10-45 and 6-30,
Northampton—Co operative Hall, Exeter-rd., 2-30,

Nottmgham—MorIe Hall, 2-30, Lyceum; 10-45, 6-30.
Wednesday, 2-30, Mothers; 7-30, Improvement
Class. Thursday, 7-30, Experrmental Class.

Oldham—Hall, Bartlam Place, Lyceum,! 10 3 and
6-30,  Thurs., 7-45, Circle.

Ossett—Queen_'s_—st Lyceum at 10. 2-30, 6.

Parkgate—S| iritual Temple, Ashwood—road Lyceum
at 10 and 1-45; 2-30 an

Plymouth—8, The Octagon 106 30, Wednesdays 8

Preston—Central Buildings, 2-30 and 6-30.

Rochdale—Regent Hall, Lyceum, 9-45; 2-30 and 6,
Mr. Peter Lee. Wednesday, 7-45, Circle.

Water Street, 3, 6-30. Tuesday, 8, Publio Circles.

Rooms,
6-30, Mr.

24, Gre}/-street,
6-30. ues. 8.

Spiritual

JANUARY 3. iBgO

Penn- street Lyceum 10; 2-30, 6,circles.
7-30, Cir
Shaw—Broadbents Assembl
lane, at 3 and 6 r Chas. Eyre Wed. at’8.
Shipley—Westgate, Mr. Barraclough.
Sout7h3 hields—16, Cambrldge st., 6 o’clock.

0
Spennymoor—Central Hall, 2-30, 6. Thursday, 730>
Sunderland—The Splrltual Students’ Institute, 27.
Ann-street, Sundays at 6-30. Every evenrn%
Monkwearmoutb. |nersHaIIRoker Avenue, 6-30
Thornhill, 2-30 and 6
Wakefield—1, Barstow- sq]uare Westgate, at 2-30
and 6. Wednesday,
Queen St., Westgate—Z -30 and 6.

1

West 3ﬁgeltun—Cot a?e Meetrngs at 5-30.

Whitworth—Market

Yeadon—Town Side, Lyceum, at 10; 2-30 and 6.
Mr. Hopwood. Mon., 8, Members' Circle.

Wed.,
Rooms, on Sandy-

Wednesday,

o Other Meetings.

Bradford.—421, Manchester road Mission Room,
10-30, Circle.
South Field Lane Mlsslon Monday and Wednes-
day, circle at 7-30.
Spiritual Room, Park Lane off Manchester- rd
2-30 and 6-30. Tues., 8, Public Circle. Wed. §
Burnley—to2, Padiham- rd., ‘at 2-30 and 6. Every

evening, 7-30. Wednesday, Members only
Dearnley near LmleboroeN—Z- an
ednesday, Developrng

erb&/—Normanton road
Gateéhead797 Coatsworth Road, Receptions Mon-

!
Gateshead—1, Team Valle Wy Terrace, 11 and 6 jO
Herbert-street, 6-30. dnesda _Iy
417, Klngsaoro _terrace, at 6-30. hursday at 7-30.
Heckmondwike—Bethel Lodge, start meetings at 7-30
Hrgh Shlelcs 1, South Eldon-street, Lyceum. 2-30,

Hunslet Goodman Terrace, 2-30 and 6.
330 Crrcles Tues., Thurs., Sat.,
a
Albeyrt street 2-30 and 6.
ublic circles at 7-30
Leeds—Progressive Hall, 16, Castle-st. (near G.N.R.

Monday,
and Sun-

Tuesday and Saturday,

Statron L ceum and Public Circle at 10-30; at

0 and open. Monday, 7-30 ~ Public
crrcles Thurs 'and Saturday, -30. .

28, Bk. Adelphi-sireet, 2- 30 6 30, Circles,

Mondays and Thursda %
Liver 00I7103 Queen's Rd., Everton 3 and 7.

t 8
Eaton HaII Breck-road, 6-30, Tues., 8
Liversedge—Bethel Lodge. Tues, and Sat., at 7-30.
LoniZon.—102, CambenNeII Road (7 Clark’ S).—
Sunday, at 7. Wednesdays at 7, Free Healing
8, Developlng Circle.

Clapham—32,~ St._ Luke's-road, Frlda 8

16, Harpur-street, Theobald Road, Open
for Healing every Sunday morning at 11 o'clock
Monday and Thursday evenmg seancesat8 p.m

113, Edgeware-road (Mr. H Hunts.. every even-
ing, except Tuesdays, at 7-30 ; 1/-.

Canning Town. 47, Hermit Road, Sunday, at 7,
Doors closed at 7-15. Experlence Meeting.
Circle every Thurs, 7-30 prompt. Spiritualists
and Inquirers.

Forest Hill—23, Devonshire Road, Sunday, at

Circle. Wed. 8, Members' developmg C|rcle

Islington—Wellington Hall, 6-45. Wed y
Enquirers and discussion. Jan. 2, Soma
Cranial, Ps]ycho ogy, Mr. A. Jones.

245, Kentish Town Road, N.W.—Mrs. Warren's,
Sundav at 7, various mediums, and at 8 Thurs

7, LEndhurst Grove, Vestry Road, Camberwell,

Wednesday a

Mile End—WeIcome HaII 218, Jubilee-st., at 7,
Thursdays, 8, ubllc meeting.

Notting Hill—251, Ladbroke-grove. Sund(}/
Tuesday, 8, Seance at Mr. Pursey’s, Mondays
and Thursdays, at 8

Paddington—: 2 7 Shlrland road, at 7. Wednes-
day, 8, Circle.

Stepney—Mrs. Ayers, 45, Jubilee-st., Tues., at 8.
Stockwell—4, Sidney- rd.) Tues, 6-30, Free Healmg
Walthamstow—DeveIupm circle at 107 Chewton

Road, Pretoria Avenue, Monday at 8 p.m.
Manchester—Bradford : Church Street, corner of
Shakespeare Street, 2-30, 6-30. Thursday at

8, Members' Circle.

Hulme: Corner of Junction-st., 6-30, Public
Circle. Monday, 8. Thurs., 8 Mr. Lamb’s
Public Circle.

396 Oldham Road: Cooperative Hall, Mutual
A)rovement Class at 11, Lyceum at 3-30. 6-30.
Mirfield—Oddfellows' Hall, at 7-15
Nelson—Forest Street, 6 30.
Newport (Mon.)— Splrltual Institute, Arundel Villa
arrack Hill. 6-30. Healing free.
Nottingham.—2, Porter's- -yard, Holden-street, Publlc
Meetings Wednesday and Thursday at 8
Rochdale.—JBaillie St -30, 6, Public Circle.
Milnrow Road—2 30 &' 6, Tues., 7-45, PublicCircle.
Rothwell—2-30 and 6
Sheffield —Midland Cafe, 175, Pond-street, 7-30,
Tuesda and Thursday at 830
Tunstall —13, Rathbone-street, 6
Woodhouse— Talbot Building, Statlon road, 6-30
Windhill—Local Board Office, Cragg-road, Lyceum,
10-15 ; 2-30 and 6.

PAMPHLET No. 2.
A SPIRIT MEDIUM'S

REMARKABLE EXPERIENCES

SPIRIT GUIDANCE;
A JST-AT&I&ILTIVE OF
MRS. KEEVES-RECORD’S

UNIQUE MEDIUMSHIP, TOGETHER
WITH PORTRAIT

Price 2d. Post Free, 2f£d-
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MEDICAL HYPNOTISM,
MESMERISM, MAGNETISM.
MR. A. W. LAUNDY treats Derangements of the Nervous

System and attendant evils by the most approved methods.
Subjects Hypnotised at moderate feos. By appointment.

LONDON or BRIGHTON. 43, HAVELOCK ROAD, BRIGHTON.

CURATIVE MAGNETISM.

R. W. H. EDWARDS, whose remarkable cures in caees of
M Paralysis, Epilepsy, Insomnia, and Nervous Disorders, are

WORLDS. *5

PUBLIC SPEAKERS AND MEDIUMS.
TERMS CASH WITH ADVERTISEMENT IN ADVANCE

1 Line 13 weeks.... 3s. 6d.
2 Lines... " ee.. Bs.
3 Lines. . ..., 8s.
4 LINES...iiiiiiiirteee ....i0S
5 Lines ....Nns. 6d.

Mrs. Alvinza Lambert, Natural Clairvoyant, 144, Branch-rd., rurnley.

J. N. Bowmer, Inspirational Speaker and Psychometrist, Hayfield, Stockport
Ida EUIs, Kent-road, Blackpool. Send Photo, Letter, or Hair. Fee 23. Gd.
Mrs. Rennie, Clairvoyant, Psychometrist, 65, Church Street, Failsworth.

well authenticated, may be consulted between 10 and 6 or byiss Whiteley, 62, Whitworth-rd., Rochdale, aged 13, trance and clairvoyant.

appointment.  Mr. Edwards’ guides diagnose and locate disease.

Relief from pain guaranteed.” 45, Margaret-street, Cavendish-
square, W.
MAGNETISM IS LIFE.

PROF. J. R. de ROSS,
Hypnotist & Magnetic Healer,

CURES FITS, DEAFNESS, NEURALGIA, RHEUMATISM,
LUMBAGO, PARALYSIS, NERVOUS DEBILITY, &c.
BY MAGNETIC TREATMENT.

N.B.—Patients attended to at their own homes.

5 Lily Street, Lower Broughton, Manchester.

Consultations by Appointment.

4 OF HUDSON TUTTLE’S BEST WORKS.
ARCANA OF NATURE ; or. THE HISTORY AND LAWS OF CREATION
A marvellous work, showing how, where, and when man originated. Cloth 3S.6d

PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT WORLD. Covers the whole
?flselgd ofI %ﬁ)mtuallsllc Phenomena, with clairvoyant descriptions of tbe spheres
. . cloth.

HERESY; or, LED TO THE LIGHT. The best novel ever written by Mr
Tuttle, is. Gd. paper; 2S 6d. cloth.

SECRETS OF THE CONVENT. A stirring story ol the Internalism ot the
Romish Church, is. paper; is. Gd. cloth.

AU above sent, post ree, on receipt of price (Postal Order).

Special. One of each of the above (4) bound in cloth, sent Carriage Paid any
where on receipt of P.O. tor 10s.

Address the Publisher—HY. A. COPLEY, Canning Town, London, E.

PAITHS,
acts,
F and
pRAUDS
of
RELIGIOUS «pjISTORY
By Mrs. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN.

Thia Valuable Work, which has been out of print, hae been
re-issued and can now be had for la., post free la. 2d., direct
from the author, The Lindens, Humphrey-etreet, Oheetham Hill,
Manchester, or from

The TWO WORLDS, 18, Corporation Street, Manchester.

TO SPIRITUALISTS AND INQUIRERS.

TT T~) OBINSON, Nelson-street, and Central Book
11 . Ix. Stores,

to offer, during holiday season,

Prices as follows (post free): B

Dale Owen's “ Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World" 7
. “ The Dobateable Land ” 7
Draper's “ Conflict between Science and Religion” 4
Grey's “ Enigmas of Life ” G
Olcott's “ Philosophy, Religion, and Occult Science” 7
Sinnott's “ Occult World ” ... 3
Dewey's ““ Theoeophy ” 9
Street's “ Hidden Way across the Threshold ” 15
Tuttle’s “ Arcana of Nature” 3
" “ World of Spirit ”... 3
Dod'a “ Electrioal Psychology ™... 3
Marryatt's * There is no Death " 2
" “ Spirit World” R 3

NOTICE TO SPIRITUAL SOCIETIES IN GREAT BRITAIN.
SPENDID OFFER FOR A FEW DAYS.

Having purchased remaining stock of “ The Clairvoyance of
Bessie Williams,” with an introduction by Florence Marryatt, pub-
lished at 6s. 1| will offer the same at Is. Gd. nett, in lots of not less
than twerw]—five. Please order early. Stocks of the best Spiritual-
istic and Theosophical Works constantly on hand.

Newcaetle-upen-Tyne, is prepared

Miss Cousins, Stanley House, Park Avenue, Whitley, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
private sittings on Tues.. Thurs., Fri. from 3 till 9 p.m., Sat. from 2 ro 6 p.m.

Mrs. Russell, Clairvoyant and Psychometrist, 212. Shaw-rd., Oldham
Miss Pickles, Platform Medium, 30, Marlborough Street, Keighley
Miss Jones, Speaker and Clairvoyant, 2, Benson-street, Liverpool
Madame Henry, 11, Lamb-street, Shakespeare-street, Stockport,
road. Manchester.

Mesdames Coleman and Jerrey, Clairvoyant, Magnetic and Botanic
Healers, by appointment, 180, Crofton-road, Camberwell, S.E.

Mrs. dee, Clairvoyant and Psychometrist, 95, Exeter-street,
Devonshire-street, Stockport-road, Manchester. Letter first.

W. G. Coote, Clairvoyant & Healer, Spiritual & material delineation
from hair, etc., is. id. So, Lothian Road, Brixton, S.W.

Spiritual Surroundings Free, with Character for 2s., stamped
envelope, Miss E. Blake, 3, Herbert-st.,Whit-lane, Pendleton, Lane.
Prof. C. Willis gives advice upon all affairs of life, handwriting,
photo, is., 2S. 6d. 5s.—21, Egerton-st., Chester-rd., Hulme, M'chster
Spiritualistic Astrology by W. K. Lewis, B.A., Cantab, Natural
Medium aqd Astrological Student. 4, Devonshire Terrace, Duncan
Road, Ramsgate.

““Lux”—Lady Physician, c/o A. Peters, 40, Cargill-rd , Earlsfleld,
S.W., visits London patients. Diagnosis per post from patients' hair,
glove, &o., from 2s. Gd.

Mrs. H. Whiteoak, Trance and Clairvoyant (medical and business),
37, Cloudsdale-street, West Bowling ~(near Conservative Club)
Bradford, ladies only. Closed on Fridays.

Mr. J. J. Yango, Clairvoyant and Healin? Medium. At home daily
from 10 till 5, or by appointment. Public Seances Mondays and
Thursdays at 8 for 8-30. 43, Cambridge Gardens, North Kensington,
Close to Notting Hill Station.

O* THE WELL-KNOWN PSYCHOMETRIST, ETC.
Mr. Victor Wyldes will send a delineation of Character, Health.
Mediumship, etc., with Test Record and Full Prospectus, for is.
and Stamped Envelope. Address: 40, Dudley Road, Birmingham,
Personal interviews by appointment.

Astrology: R. H. Neptune, 11, Bridge Street, Bristol.
Astrological Advice: send stamp for complete list to " Libra," c/o
W. J. Leeder 70, Robin Hood's Chase, Nottingham.
Astrology.—Helios (commended by J. J Morse, the late M. A. Oxon
and J. Burns) delineates Character, Abilities, Business Prospects,
Health, Marriage, &c., &c. Write for Circular to J. Helios, 1,
Pratt Street, Halifax.

GEO. WILDE WILL CAST YOUR HOROSCOPE
and tell you what the STARS IN THEIR COURSES have in store
for you. Terms on application.

GEO. WILDE, RAILWAY TERRACE, BRIGHOUSE, YORKS

Mr. Stead says—* Mr. Wilde hits off with extraordinary
accuracy so many events of life, that it is quite wonderful.’

Doctor ULLRICH says—' My horoscoge is remarkably correct.

A learned Professor says:—* He gives the faults and weaknesses
of character with marvellous accuracy.'

*NATAL ASTROLOGY, the book of the SCIENCE OF
THE CHALDEANS, price 10s. 6d., by Geo. Wilde and J. Dodson,
will enable anyone to cast their own horoscope and read the future.
Sold by Geo. Wilde and the Occult Book Co., Halifax.

FOUR STANDARD BOOKS.
STUDIES IN THE QUTLYING FIELDS OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE, br\{
Hudson Tuttle. The only work classifying psychic phenomena. 3/6 cloti

LYCEUM GUIDE by Emma Rood Tuttle. A manual of spiritual, intellectua
and spiritual cultdre. 2/- cloth.

LIGHT THROUGH THE CRANNIES, by Emily E. Reader. Parables and
ATeaching from the ' Other Side." 7d.

THE DUAL IMAGE ; or, The Renewal ol the Temple by Wm. Sharpe, M.D.,
a Mystical Poem of Life. is.

Any of the above sent, post ree, on receipt o price (Postal Order).

Special.—One ofeach of the above sent, carriage paid, anywhere on receipt of
Postal Order for 6/-.

Address: HY. A. COPLEY, CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E.

IGHT: A Weekly Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical
L Research. “Light™ proclaims a belief in the existence and

life of the spirit apart from, and independent of, the material

organism, and in the reality and value of intelligent intercourse
between spirits embodied and spirits disembodied. ~This position it
firmly and consistently maintains. Beyond this it has no creed, and
its columns are open to a full and free discussion—connected in a
spirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim
being, in the words of its motto. " Light, More Light!” Price 2d
or 10s. iod perannum nost free. Offi e, 2, Duke-st., Adelphi, W.C.
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PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY

(Established 1878),
26, Osnaburgh Street, Euston Road, London, N.W.

J. J. NORSE, Proprietor.

American Department.—The P L.A. deals in all the American
?eri_odicals and books npon Spiritual and Progressive subjects.
t is the appointed European Depot of Colby and Rich,
" Banner of Light” Publishing House, Boston. The largest
and oldest publishing house for Spiritual Literature in the world.

Book Department.—The P.L.A. supplies all the latest publications
upon Spiritual science, and Psychic research, &c., issued at
ht(]Jme or abroad. Customers can be supplied in all cases, through

the post.

PostaFDe artment.—The P.L.A. makes the supplying of books by
Post and Parcels Post a distinctive feature of its trade. Cus-
tomers at a distance are thus placed upon the same footing as
personal purchasers, as, in nearly all cases, parcels are sent post
paid. Large Catalogue post free.

Subscription” Department.— The P.L.A. receives subscriptions
for the various periodicals connected with Spiritualism at
home and abroad, in which it does a large and recognised
business.

The Proprietor at all times will do his best to meet the require
ments of customers, and prompt and strict attention will be
bestowed upon all commissions entrusted to his care. The P.L.A.
having gained the confidence of the public in all parts of the world,
it is a recognised medium for the distribution of the literature in
which it deals. J. J. MORSE.

Morse’s Library and Reading Rooms

SPIRITUALISTS HEADQUARTERS.

Establihed 1893.

Mr. «Jo «Jo JVIOIEtSIS, Proprietor
FLORENCE HOUSE,

26, Osnaburgh Street, Regents Park, London, N.W.
6Adjuining Portland Road Station.)
Upwards of 500 Volumes to select from.
Terms for London Subscribers :

One Volume at the time, to be changed as often as desired
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
HALF-YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION
QUARTERLY SUBSCRIPTION

Terms for Country Subscribers :
Two Volumes at the time, to changed as often as desired. ~ Subscriber
pays carriage both ways.

ANNUAL SNBSCRIPTION ... 10s. 6d.
HALF-YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION ..o 5s. 6d.
Reading Rooms open every week day from 3 to 10 p.m.

For further particulars addres; Florence Morse, Librarian, as
above.

DO YOU SUFFER?

1 s0, send full particulars of your ailments with stamped addressed
envelope for reply, aDd yon can have your case considered

FREE OF CHARGE,

Don't put off until it is too late to get cured.
Rheumatic, all Muscular Diseases, Spinal Weakness, Liver and
Kidney Ailments, Indigestion. Coughs, Colds, Asthma, Bronchitis,
Diarrhoea, Costiveness, Cancerous and Tumerous Growths, Flesh
Lumps, Fistulas, Enlarged Glands, Deafness, Weak Eyes,
Paralysis, Over-study, St. Vitus' Dance, Hysteria, Skin Diseases,
Throat Affections, and every other Curable Disease.

All Medicines purely Herbal.
Consultations daily from 2 to 8 p.m.
Persons coming from p, distance should write to make an
appointment.

Lessons given for the cultivation of Spiritual powers

MEDICAL BOTANIST, CLAIRVOYANT AND
PSYCHOMETRIST,

70, ROBIN HOOD'S CHASE, NOTTINGHAM.

DR. MACK?’S

CURES COUGHS, COLDS, BRONCHITIS, and all difficulties of
th(f? Respiratory Organs, not only of Adults, but also Children and
Infants.

It combines soothing, baleamio, oxpectorant, and healing pro-
perties.  To be obtained from Messrs. Barclay and Sons, Farringdon-
Btreet, E.O., and all Chemists, or post free from the Proprietor.

Price per Bottle, Is. Ijd.
Prepared only by JAMES McGEARY, 10, Sillwood Place,
Brighton.
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[copyright].
New CHART of SPIRITUAL GIFTS & MEDIUMISTIC CAPABILITIES

Most valuable advice upon the different phases of Spiritual Gifts,
and how to_develop each gift, gost free 7d., cloth is.Gd. ; your
special capacities marked therein. 5s.6d.; written particulars, ios.6d

-The general information, divisions and descriptions are good, and persons stud
Ing mediumship and desiring to develop will here find useful hints.”—Two Worlds
rom the author, Prof. "Timson, The Hydro. Museum-square, Leicester.
Special terms to medium and examiners.

Magnetlem la Lifo; It Invigorates both Body and Mind, ***
Mr._and Mrs. Hawkins, Magnetic Healers. A¥ home daily from
12 till 5 p.m. Patients visited at their own homes. Mrs. Flawkins
gives Sittings for Clairvoyance, at 16, Harpur Street, Theobald's
Road, W.C.—Healing Seances. Sunday morning, 11 o’clock.

National Federation of Spiritualists

This organisation consists of affiliated Spiritualist Societies
(see next Sunday's Platform page) and associate members. Its
objects are to unite Spiritualists and strengthen the movement by’
an annual moveable Conference; by propaganda work in new
districts ; by co-operation with existing societies to spread the
truth; by'distribution of literature; by public and semi-public
meetings, and by such other methods as may be found necessary.

Mr. W. Harrison, 37, North Street, Burnley, is the Hon. Sec.;
Mr. R. Fitton, 44, Walnut Street, Hightown, Hon. Treasurer.

Societies are earnestly requested to affiliate, terms being a
subscription of not less than one penny per member per annum.
The Federation year commences in July, and subscriptions are pay-
able in advance.” This applies also to associate members who pay
not less than 2/6 per annum. The support of all sincere Spiritualists
will be thankfully received. The Hon. Sec. will gladly supply ajl
information to enquirers who enclose a stamped envelope for reply.

O.P.S.

What do the above letters mean ? They are the initials of the
ORDER OF PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTS,
and in monogram form, constitute the
RECOGNITION SYMBOL,

now being worn by hundreds of Spiritualists all over the country
as Brooches or Chain Pendants by ladies, and as Scarf Pins,
Watch Chain Pendants and Badges by gentlemen.

They are made in Silver and in Gold.

SPIRITUALISTS, SHOW YOUR COLOURS.

VERY SPECIAL LINE—Gold Fronted Brooches, 10/6
(SPLENDID VALUE).
Symbols in Solid Silver, Hall Marked.

Brooches, 3/6, enamelled blue or ruby, 6/-; Scarf Pin, 2/- (with
or without the laurel wreath), enamelled 3/6; Badge (for lady or
gentleman), 2/-; Pendant, 2/9; Pendant (with design on both
sides). 3/9  Small-size Pins, 1/6, enamelled blue or ruby, 3/- Sleeve
Links, Studs, and Solitaires made to order.

Gold-Fronted Badges, 7/6; Gold Plated Pendants, 3/6; Gold
Pendants, 9c., 17/6; Gold Fronted Pins, small size, 4/-

Special Value—Gold Fronted Brooches, 10/6

All Mediums should wear them when visiting new places.
For Anniversaries, Demonstrations, and all special occasions the
will be found serviceable.

They can be easily cleaned with a small brush, and are strong,
durable and useful.

MRS. M. H. WALLIS,

164, BROUGHTON ROAD, PENDLETON, MANCHESTER.

BY
HUGH JUNOR BROWNE, Esa

This Valuable Contribution to the Literature of

Spiritualism can now be procured post free for 3/6,

from the Two Worlds Office, 18, Corporation
Street, Manchester.



SUPPLEMENT TO THE TWO WORLDS.

FRIDAY,

THE GOOD-NATURED FARMER AND THE

RATS: A FABLE.
Br Pbteb Lee.
A good-natured farmee was very much troubled with rats. Thoy
infested his corn stacks and granaries in such numbers, and consumed
and spoiled his grain to such a large extent that he invented a trap
in which to catch them alive, his extromely kind heart forbidding the
thought of killing them. As he watched "their graceful movements
in their imprisonment, as he pondered over the Great Author of
Nature and saw in them His mighty handiwork, his heart swelled with
admiration ; and although he "had suffered so much from them, ho
yearned to give them again tbeir freedom But what could he do ?
If he turned them loose near his own homestead they would trouble
him again; Kill them he would not, and at last he took them and let
them looee on his neighbour’s land. By and by some of them re-
turned, only to renew their mischief, while the others stayed to
commit similar depredations upon his neighbour’s farm and
granaries.

Moral, ““Of two evils choose the lessor.” Every post repro-
duces its own species, therefore the lesser evil is to remove the pest
when it is in our power rather than to perpetuate it by the adoption
of impractical methods.

The above simple fablo is intended to illustrate what is going on
around us every day in human society. Ours is a Christian country.
Wo have a groat many kind-hearted men and women among us ; Wo
have a far groater number among us who are of a vory practical turn
of mind for anything they know, and they would strenuously resent
an?/ charge, direct or implied, which meant the opposite of bene-
volenco. ~ Some yeare ago wo wore standing on the platform at

Knutsford railway station, ~ Prosently ono or two wardors
from the jail = appeared, and thoy were accompanied
by about a dozen men who had  just completed their
respective terms  of imprisonment. Ono of the warders

obtained tickets for the released prisoners respectively, and on
enquiry | was informed that these men wore boing sent part way by
rail in the direction of the various towns from which thoy had been
sent to tho prison. Some of the men wore the dross which so often
characterises the professional tramp—torn and weather-beaten,
whilst they were nearly us bad as barefoot; in a word, thoy wore
effectually damned to tho fastidious and ordinary smug and well-to-do
persons who usually regard such unfortunato wrotchos with a shuddor
of abhorrence. Pests to society ! Inzy ! no'or-do-wolls ! drunkards !
thieves | These nnd similar epithets are lavishly appliod by tho
“unco guid " upon these mon who, did wo know “their life’s hietory
and circumstances, would excite in evory human breast feolings of
tho deepest pity and rospoot. But Society has made laws, and the
laws must be obeyod ; probably it is the law that has contributed
Iargele/ to make this class of individuals what thoy aro.
The law has made it a crime for thoso men to bog; tho
law has made it a crimo, even though hungry, to steal.
Work thoy cannot got to do, oithor because thoy have
lost their character, or thoir aﬁpo?rance is_against them, and so
between begging and stealing thoy find their way back to the jail.
Those who mado tho law woro like the kind-hearted farmer in the
fablo ; they could not find it in their hoarts to kill these wrotched
fellow creatures, and so, aftor catching them and caging them, like
so many rats for a time, they turned them loose among society to
renew their depredations.  Surely this is not the way to get rid of
these f)eople. Indeed, there must be something grossly inconsistent
with all our professed goodnoss as long as this state of things con-
tinues. Are these poor outcasts of so-called respectable society of
less consequence in the sight of heaven than those who dwell in
alaces, who clothe themselves with ““purplo and fine linen, and who
are sumptuously every day?” If one of these men or women be
murdered, the law follows the murderer even to the gallows, and yot
those who mako these rigorous laws permit the existence of such a
state of society that makes it possible for the class of individuals
on whose behalf we write to be eking out an existence worse than
death, in very many instances, from the cradle to tho grave. Let
anyone who doubts this statement betake himself to tho road side
near to one of our largo workhouses at that time when the tramps
are being discharged after resting for the night, and after having
done the tale of work which is suﬂposed to compensate for tho
miserable meal in the morning with which they are supplied.

Note the oripples, see the blind, mark the limping and the shoe-
less creatures; eurvey the shivering, half-clad men, women, and
children on a bitter winter's daﬁ, tramping in such conditions from
town to town, now in the workhouse, then in jail, with no means
whatever to change tho conditions which bind them in this miserable
state. The sun shines in all his stupendous lustre ; the moon sheds
hor light and keeps nightly watch over all nature as she sleeps,
while the stars as they twinkle seem to sing a song to our inmost
souls of rippling melody. The earth is clad in all her varied green-
ness, the loveliest flowors bedeck her bosom, and the richest per-
fumes scent the morning breeze; the woods and valleys ring with
the sweet music of the birds as hour by hour they sing their songe
of froedom; the cattle low, and the lambs innocently bleat upon a
thousand hills; birds of loveliest plumage hop from tree to tree,
while myriads of insects of various form and exquisite beauty beeport
themselves among the grasses or in tho balmy air.  Butalas, tho
heart darkened by the cloud of advereity, struggling its weary way
among the shoals and rocks of time, thinks but of that change
which death alone can bring, and so nature in all her beauty is but
to them a ““ waste and howling wilderness.'

Are these homeless wayfarers not God's children?  Are thoy
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not our brothers and sisters ? Are they not fashioned after the same
plan? Aro they insensible to pain and hunger's pang?  Are they
void of human affections and human woes ? ~ Or have the caprices
of fate's untoward hand so blunted their human susceptibilities_that
they have become callous to their lot, having lost all hope of rising
to a sorener state of life when all their noblest possibilities may
have a chance of comiDg into action ?

Could we open thoir+hearts and read the inscriptions written
thereon by the unerring hand of experience; could we F?ull aside
the curtain that divides their own existence from that hereditary
chaim of which they are the last link ! should we not discover a secret
that would put us all to shame? should we not, obeying the highest
instinots of tho human heart, weep for their misfortune and extend to
them our tenderest sympathies and our readiest help? Dives knew
not of the miseries of Lazarus at his gate; Dives in affliction was
mado aware of human pain and sorrow !

But wo turn from these speculations to a Toro practical phase of
our theme. Tho oarth is beautiful. Nature is bounteous in hor
gifts; she gives to ns enough nnd to spare. Man, nature’s noblest
work, endowed with mental ﬁ)ossibilities surpassing every other
creature upon earth, able of rolling baok the soroll of records of
long bygone ages; capable, by a knowledge of Nature’s laws, to look
into futurity with the propliotio eye, must be held responsible for
those inequalities, those irrational and unjust states and conditions
that prevail among the various classes that go to mako up human
society. With regard to our homeless, unemployed, and floating
population, it is clearly the duty of the State to take tho needs of theso
comparatively helploss people into its serious consideration, and
mako it possible that thoy shall have the opportunity of performing
the part of law-abiding citizens, instead of being, asmany of thorn
are now, a prey upon the more fortunate classes of sooiety. It must
be quite cloar to any thinking mind that theso wretched men and
women, who aro sunk Bo low that it is utterly impossible they canrise
without help, must bo helped to rise, and that in a practical mannor.
As tho case stands now, this class is supported from two
main sources —the rates to support thorn in jails, by
pnroohial roliof, or by tho voluntary gifts of bonevolont people,
who relieve thorn at their doors, and by the means of tho charity-
organisation societies. ~ Of course, wo must allow that some of them
exist by thoir own depredations, but this has to be borne individually
by those who booome thoir proy. Put thoir oase as we will, the faot
romaine that they do livo and have to live as an aggregated burden
upon tho rest of society. Seeing then that they must have an
oxistenoo at the oxpense of the community, it becomes the duty of
evory citizen to join in somo scheme under which to live would bo
possible for those outcasts of society, at an exponso to be borne oithor
through imperial or local taxation. It is quite clear the jail, the
workhouse, and private benevolenoe do not meet tho case, and there-
fore some untried remedy must be adopted.

A few important questions here present themselves. Would
these people who aro now moving about from plaoe to plaoe, now in
jail and workhouse, then out—would they work if some congenial
occupation were found for thorn? Would those who never learnt a
skilled trade be willing to learn some occupation that would make
them useful 2 Would it be possible, instead of treating thorn harshly
as paupers and criminals, to treat them as individuals montalli and
bodily diseased, and socially unfortunate, with due respoot and kind-
ness, make them feel life was worth living, and enable them to take the
fulleetadvantage of the opportunity given to thorn of mental, moral,
physical and sooial improvement ?

To provide the moans for an experiment of this kind mi?ht mean
a tax uRon tho community at first; but it might in the long run
prove the lesser ovil. But if the utility were manifest, the cost
would be only a secondary consideration.  An oxperimont might bo
tried on a small scale. Any municipalitY might establish a oentral
institution provided with a dining-hall and the appliances for
supplying plentifully meals at a small cost. Tho work
to be done should form a set-off to the meal and,
of course, other necessary accommodation which might be
designated in the phrase, general accommodation; and if the work
done more than paid the expenses of maintaining the individual, he
should receive value direct, or it should go to his credit with the
general fund and be at his disposal at any time and in any way he
might choose.  This is praotically what is done in the jails as regards
the emﬂloyment of the prisoners, minus any pecuniary acknowledg-
ment, the difference being that one set of persons would be free and
not regarded as criminal, while the others aro oonfined nnd under
strict and unsympathetic discipline. The plan or scheme suggested
is nothing more nor lees than the prison system turned from a penal
into a curative institution ; from a harsh and barbarous method to
one of the purest benevolence, one in whioh human kindness and con-
sideration would be the prevailing characteristics. In the event of
wilful obstinaoy where the individual would not work, or where he
might be violent and apparently incorrigible, then it would be neoes-
sary to safeguard others by some rigorous treatment of him which,
while constituting a punishment, would not at the same time do more
than act as an incentive to better behaviour. There oan be little
doubt but that among the tramps who go from town to town
there must be many who would work and settle down if it were pos-
sible to get suitable conditions under which they eould be sufficiently
fed, kept clean, and comfortably housed. As regards the cripples,
the diseased, and the aged, they have every claim upon our sym-
pathies, and should be kindly treated.

Whatever the remedy may be, by means of which the outcasts of
eociety may be treated as God's oreatures ought to be in a Christian
country, it will have to be practical. ~As hath been shown, it is now
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noither Christian nor praotioal. Intho great race for material wealth
the devotees of Croesus have not time to think seriously of the wolfare
of tho poor by whom they are surrounded, and if only they achieve
their misorably sordid ends, it is of little consequence to them who
starves to death in tho stroets or drags out a miserable existence in
the jail or in_the workhouse. _This is not a quostion that the rich
will ever(j)ractlcally deal with. The greatest human bonovolence is
not found in ephoroe of eaee and luxury, but among thoeo whose
daily needs make life a continuous caro, and into whose hearts have
been developed the tendorest feelings through every variety of
human struggles and afflictions. It is from this  source” the
remedy will ultimately come. When the groat mass of the
toiling and suffering members of tho community rise to a
true sense of their power and responsibility, thoy will themselves
change tho conditions which make tho hard worker poor and miserable,
while the lazy rioh live in luxury and contentment.  The day is fast
Bassmg away when wealth is ‘synonymous with intelligence, capa-
ility and integrity, and a now condition is dawning which is opening
tho eyes of tho people to soe that wealth in the majority of cases is
associated with greed, dishonesty, rapacity and tyranny, and as a
natural consequence tho possessors of wealth are being Toro and
more mistrusted by tho toiling population, and that instead of our
rulers being chosen almost ontirely from the ranks of the affluent,
those who produce tho wealth aro choosing representatives from their
own body to oontrol it. It would soem, then, that in proportion as
this class of law-maker increases the day draws nearer when tho
groat problom of poverty amid plenty will be solved- We will not
say that «oto rioh mon are not possessed of largo hearts and the
tendoroct sympathies, and thero can be no reason why thoy may not
bo of the greatest service to humanity. But only those who emplo
what they possoss in the reasonable interests of tho commonwealtl
should be allowed any recognition as human benefactors. What we
speak of may bo adream of a far distant day, or it may be noar.
hat it is noar is also possible, and its nearness and possibility aro
“proportionate to the march of education and intelligence of the
great mass of our toiling population. Free education and fewer hours
of labour are stops in the right direction, especially if more time be
spent in individual mental development, and less in mere sensuous
enjoyment.  The philosopher may think out schemes and plans for
making men's circumstances better, but it rests at last with the
individual whether he will or will not tako advantage of what is sug-
gested for his own good, ““for one man may take a horee to the
water but twenty men could not make him drink.” It comes to this,
therefore, that society will have to rid itself of whatever may be its
pests by destroying the conditions that makes it possible for them to
exist; and that they will exist as long as the present social condit-
ions exist, is as certain as day follows night.

Let all mon and women rise to a sense of their manhood and
their womanhood; let them no longer be slaves of conditions whioh it
is in their power to change ; let them understand that laws made by
men can bo changed by men, that all human laws not in harmon
with our natural needs” are bad and ought to bo destroyed; let all
men see that the God of Nature has provided for all His creatures
with a bounteous hand, and that ﬁover is not God-ordainod, but
that it is the result of some devilish condition whioh it is man’s duty
Eo remlc_)vea and which must be removed before his highest ideals can

e realised.

NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.

In his popular work on the above subject, Prof. Drummond anewors
the question, “ What is Spiritual environment? ” thus : “ This term
obviously demands some further definition, for death is a relative
term, and before we can defino death in the spiritual world we must
first apprehend the particular relation with reference to whioh the
expression is to be employed. We shall best reaoh the nature of this
relation by considering for a moment the subjeot of environment
generally. By the natural environment we mean the entire surround-
ings of the natural man, the entire external world in which he lives
and moves and has his being. It is not involved in the idea that
oithor with all or part of this environment he is in immediate corres-
pondence. Whether ho correspond with it or not, it is there. There
Is infact a oonsoious environment and an enviroment of whioh he is
not conscious, and it must be borne in mind that tho conscious
environment is not all the environment that is; all that surrounds
him, all that environs him, conscious or unconscious, is environment,
the moon and stars are part of it, though in the daytime he may not
see them; the polar regions are parts of it, though ho is seldom
aware of their influence.  In its wildest sense environment eimply
means all else that is.”

Now it will next be manifest that different organisms corres-
pond with this environment in varying degrees of completeness or
incomplotoness.  Ab tho bottom of tho biological eoale wo find organ-
isms which have only the most limited correspondence with their
surroundings. A tree, for example, corresponds with the soil about
its stem, with the sunlight, and with the air in contact with its
leaves, but it is shut off by its comparatively low development from
a whole world, to which higher forms of life have additional aeceas ;
the want of locomotion alone circumscribes most seriously its area of
correspondence, so thatto a large part of surrounding nature it
may truly be said to be dead. So far as consciousness is concerned,
we should be justified indeed in saying that it was not alive at all:
the murmur of the stream which bathes its roots, affeots it not; the
marvellous insect life beneath its shadow excites in it no wonder; tho
tender maternity of the bird, which has its nest among its leaves,
stirs no responsive Bsmpathy. It cannot correspond with those things;
to stream and insect and bird it is insensiblo, torpid, dead. For this
is death, this irrosponsiveness.

The bird, again, which is higher in tho scale of life, corresponds
with a wider environment. Tho stream is real to it, and the insect.
It knows what lies behind the hill; it listens to the lovesong of its
mate. And to much besides boyond tho simple world of the tree
this higher organism is alive. The bird, we should say, is more
living than tho tree ; it has a correspondence with a larger area of
environment. But this bird-life is not yet tho highest life. Even

within tho immediate bird-environment there is much to whioh tho
bird must still be held to be dead. . o

Introduce a higher organism, place man himself within this
samo environment, and seo how much Toro living ho is. A hundred
things whioh the bird novor saw in insoct, stream, end troe appoal
to him. Eaoh single sense has something to correspond with. Each
faculty finds an appropriate oxeroiso. ~Man is a mass of corres-
pondences, and because of those, beoauso ho is alive to countless
objects and influences to which lower organisms are dead, he is the
most living of all croaturos.

The rolativity of Death will now have becomo sufficiently obvious.
Man being left out of account, all organisms are seen as it were to
be partly living and partly doad. The troo, in correspondence with
a narrow area_of environment, is to that extent alive ; to all beyond,
to the all but infinite area boyond, it is dead. A still wider portion
of this vast area is tho possession of the insect and the bird. Their's
also, nevertheless, is but a little world, and to_an immense further
area insect and bird are dead. All organisms likewise are living and
dead—living to all within the circumference of their correspondences,
dead to all beyond. As wo rise in the scale of life, however, it will
be observed that the sway of Death is graduaIIP/ weakened.  More
and more of the environment becomes accessible as we ascend, and
tho domain of life in this way slowly extends in ever-widenin
circles. But until man appears there is no organism to correspon
with the whole environment.  Till thon the outermost circles have
no correspondence.  To the inhabitants of the innermost spheres
they are as if they were not. Now follows a momentous question.

Is Man in correspondence with the whole environment? When
we reach the highest living organism, is the final blow dealt to the
Kingdom of Death? Has the last acre of the infinite area been taken
in by his finite faculties? Is his conscious environment the whole
environment? Or is there, among these outermost circles, one which
with his multitudinous correspondents ho fails to roach ?  If so, this
is death ? The question of Life or Death to him is the question of the
amount of remaining environment ho is able to cotpass. If there bo
one circle, or one segment of a circle which he yet fails to reach, to
correspond with, to know, to be influenced by, ho is, with regard to
that circle or segment, dead.

What then practically is the state of the case? Is man in cor-
respondence with the whole environment, or is he not? Thero is
but one answer. He is not. Of men generally, it cannot be said
that they are in living contact with that part of the environment
which is called the spiritual world. In introducing this new term
(spiritual world) observe, we aro not interpolating a now factor. This
le an essential part of an old idea. We have been following out an
ever widening environment from point to point, and now we roach
tho outermost zones. The spiritual world is simply the outermost
segment, circle, or circles, of the natural world. "For purposes or
convenience we separate the two just as we separate tho animal
world from the plant. But the animal world and the plant world
are the Bate world. They are different parts of one environment,
and the natural and spiritual are likewise one. The innor circles are
called the natural, the outer the spiritual, and we call them spiritual
simply because they are beyond us or boyond a part of us. What we
havo correspondence with, that we call natural, what wo have little
qr no correspondence with, that we call spiritual. But when tho
appropriate corresponding organism appoars, the organism, that is
which can freely communicate with these outer circles, the distinction
necessarily disappears. Tho spiritual to it becomos the outer circle
of the natural.

Professor Drummond's ““Natural law in Spiritual World," page
152—157, and as attaohed to 158 :—

“ Now of the great mass of living organisms, of the groat mass
of men, is it not to bo affirmed that they aro out of correspondence
with this outer circle? Suppose, to make the final issue more real
we give this outermost circle of environment a name. Suppoee we
call it God. Suppose also we substitute a word for ‘ correspondence’
to express more intimately the porsonal relation. Let us call it
communion. We can now determine accurately the spiritual relation
of different seotions of mankind. Those who are in communion with
God live, those who aro not are dead.”

élf instead of calling the spiritual world “ God” we realise that
our dear onee who have passed behind the veil are now living in that,
spiritual world, tho personal relation of the oommunion would bo
expressed still more intimately.—S. A. M.J

THE SPIRIT CIRCLE.

HINTS TO MEDIUMS AND SITTERS.

Be always punctual, patient, and persevering.

Bo frank, kindly, and courteous to your follow sittors.

Do not ait when fatigued, or when angry, or oxcitod.

Keep your mind in a calm and passive state during the seance.

Belief or unbelief does not affect the manifestations, but a bitter
vindictive feeling against them hinders their occurrence.

Be happy, cheerful, and bright, it will conduce to success; but a
too serious or solemn demeanour oheoks the manifestations.

Be prepared to remain the full time of the “ sitting ” without any
anxiety aB to its close.

Abstinence from intoxicants, tobacco, and a heavy diet, on the day
the circle is held is earnestly enjoined.

If you are mediumistic the foregoing should be firmly adhered to. 3

Arrange that there be no interruption whilst the circle is sitting.

Do not permit any discussion or remarks during the seanbe, and
questions only one at a time when called for.

Sitina subdued light but still sufficient to enable everything to
be clearly seen.

Begin the sitting with earnest prayer and a sincere desire for the
truth, and nothing but the truth.

Beware of all frivolity, or levity, as such attracts Spirits of a low

order. ,

A friendly, confident feeling, among the sittors, in each others
good faith will aid success, as also the singing of hymns of a happy
roligious, or dovotional nature in whioh all should join both in heart
and voice.
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THE MAN OF GOD—WHO IS HE? -
Mobeb Hull in the “ Pbogbebsive Thinkeb.”

The world generally supposes the phrase, " Man of God,” in the
Bible, means a good man, a church- member, or something of the
sort. | have carefully hunted up every place where it occurs in the
Bible—it never means anything else than medium. There is not a
place where the phrase occurs in the Bible where it could not be
taken out and the word “ medium ” inserted in its stead, to the
improvement of the text. The following are a few of the important
places where it occurs. 1 will ask the printer to put “ man of God "
in italics every time; then 1 will aek the reader to read each text
twice, putting the word *“ medium'l in the Beoond reading instead of
the words in italic letters :—

““And this is the blessing wherewith Moses the man of God
blessed the children of Israel before his death.”—Dent. xxx. 1.

Now, if the reader will turn and read those blessings, filling the
entire chapter, he will discover that Moses was simply giving a
reading to the twelve tribes of Israel—nothing more.

“ Thou knowest the thing that the Lord said unto Moses, the
man of God, concerning me and thee. - Josh. xiv. 6.

Who could and did the Lord talk to except mediums ? In one or
two instances the phrase “man of God ” meant spirits. Ono will be
found in Judges, xiii. 6, where Mrs. Manoah said to her hueband :

“ A man of God came unto me, and his’ countenance was like the
countenance of an angel of God, very terrible ; but | asked him not
whence he was, neither told he me his name.”

Verse 8, the same, says:

“ Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, O, my Lord, let
the man of God which thou didst send, come again unto ue and toaoh
us what wo shall do unto the child that shall be born.”

This “ man of God” is, in this chapter, called an angel nine
times; a man of God twice, a man twice, the Lord once, God once,
and the spirit of the Lord once.

In 1 Sam. ii. 27 to 36, a ““man of God ” came to the priest Eli,
and made sundry predictions, too long to quote here.

In 1 Sam. ix. 6, 7, Saul and hie servant callod the prophet
Samuel a “ man of God ” three times, as follows:

“ And he said unto him, Behold, now, thore is in this.oity a man
of God, and he is an honourable man ; and all that ho saith comoth
surely to Eass ; now let us go thither; poradventure ho can show us
our way that we should go. Thon said Saul to his servant, what
shall we bring the man? for the broad is spent in our vessels, and
there is not a present to bring to tho man of God. What havo wo?
And the servant answered Saul again, and said, Bohold, I have hero
at hand the fourth part of a shekel [621- cts.J of silver; that will I
give the man of God to tell us our way.”

Is it possible to come to any other conclusion than that Samuol,
the prophot, and “ man of God ” was a fortune-tolling medium ?

In tho 9th vorso of this same chapter a later editor, perhaps,
puts in a parenthetical sentenco which throws muoh light on the
subject. It reads as follows :

“ Bofore time in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, thus
he spako, Como and let us go to tho soor. For he that is now callod
u prophet was bofore time called a seer.”

While the phrase “ man of God ” always moans what Spiritualists
mean by tho form “ medium," when it did not moan a spirit or an
angel, the expression “ word of God,” and “ word of the Lord,”
nevor, in the Bible, moans anything else than an expression of
mediumship. | will prove this in a future lesson; | mention it now
because both of these expressions ooour in tho next (iuotation to bo
made. In1 Kings xii. 22 to 24, will be found the following:

“ But the word of God camo to Shomaiah, the man of God, say-
ing : Speak unto Rehoboam, tho son of Solomon, king of Judah, and
unto all tho house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of tho
people, saying: thus saith tho Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight
against your brethren, tho children of Israel; return every man to
his bouso ; for this thing is from me.  They harkened, therefore, to
the word of the Lord.”

In the next instanoe a “ man of God ” gives the “ word of tho
Lord,” or a medium gives a Spiritualistic mossago, to KingJereboam
as follows :

“ And behold there came a man of God out of Judah, by the
word of the Lord unto Bethel, and Jeroboam stood by the altar to
burn incenso, and ho cried againet the altar in the word of the Lord,
and Baid : O, altar, altar, thus saith the Lord : Behold, a child shall
be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name: and upon thee
shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon
thee, and men’s bones ehall be burnt upon thee.”

Thie medium’s prophecy is said to have proven true.  This
medium is in this chapter nine times called a “ man of God,” and his
message from an angel (see verse 18) is four times called “ the word
of the Lord.” When the angel gave this “ man of God ” *“ the word of
the Lord” for thie occasion, he charged him not to eat anything
there, nor to return by the way he came ; and by his disobedience
to the message to himBelf, he was slain.  See verse 26.

Elijah, the medium, was called a “ man of God” for the same
resson that the name was given to others. In 1 Kings xvii. 18, the
Shunamito woman eaid to Elijah :

““ 0, thou man of God, art thou come unto me to call my sin to
remembrance, and to slay my son? "

In verse 24, she said:

“ Now, by thie I know that thou art a man of God, and that the
word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.”

In1 Kinﬁs XX. 28, the record says:

“ And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of
Israel, and said : Thus saith the Lord: Because the Syrians have said
the Lord is the God of the hills, but he is not the God of the valleys,
therefore will | deliver all this great multitude into his hand, and ye
shall know that I am the Lord.”

“ And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said,
come down. And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If
1 be a man of God, then let fire coto down from heaven and consume
thee and thy fifty. And there oame down a fire from heaven and

consumed him and his fifty.”—11 Kingsi. 9, 10. See also verses
11, 12 and 13. . . .

1 cannot ask for space to 3u0te all the scripture there is on this
subject, but I will tell the reader where to find the most of them, and
anyone can find them at his or her leisure. Here they are :

2 Kings iv. 7,9, 16, 22, 25, 27, 40, 42; v. 14,20; vi. 10, 15;
vii. 2, 17,19 ; viii. 2, 7, 13, 19 ; xxiii. 16,17 ; 2 Chron. xxv. 7to 9;
Jer. xxxv. 4; 1 Tim. xvi. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 16.

MIND AND MATTER.

A11 rowEB, inits last analysis, is will-power. Everywhere do we
see matter as ruled by its lord and master. Mind : how then can it
be the progenitor of mind ? Can the transient produce the permanent ?
Can the lowor call into existence the higher ? Can tho less include
and produce the greater ? Can blind diversity summon into being
conlscious unity?—in a word, can mud produce mind, or body create
soul.

It is no answer to this to say that we cannot comprehend or
explain any form of existence beyond the reach of our physical senses ;
for it is not a question of what we can comprehend or explain, but of
what we are bound to infor. It is true that we may not be able to
say anything about tho origin of mind, or to explain how mind be-
came active in producing matter, but neither can we explain how
th(()jught comes to bo thought, even at the moment of reflection here
and now.

The phenomenon of thought in tho case of the dullest rustio, is
every whit as wonderful and inexplicable as the thought of God. Can
the ‘Materialist tell what matter is? Nay, the blade of grsss defies
him as much as Deity. The difficulty of comprehending, thon, or of
giving explanations, s no hindrance here to the theistic conception.
The only valid question is, Are we or are wo not compelled to draw
the conclusion that mind is first and deepest, and matter last and
superficial ?

We may admit that the world of spirit is a world of mystery ;
but are wo not driven to infer its reality ? What mind may be apart
from matter, we may not know ; butare we not compelled to date
matter from mind in the descending soale ? Tho whole tondenoy of
science is to show that thie is inevitable, Matter is purposeless and
multitudinous, and it is mind that has to come in to set in order, to
unite, to direct, to combine the whole, and to form a conception of
tho whole as a universe. And surely, if mind is necessary to form
tho conception of an universe, it is not less nocossary for tho produc-
tion of an univorse.

If materialism were all the truth, that is, if matter were first
and supreme, the dominant foroes should be all solid and most pal-
pably material. But tho fact is, that the noarer wo get to the con-
trolling forces of nature, tho farther wo get away from the palpable
and solid. It is unceasingly urgod upon us by nature that the unseen
world is a world of causes, of primary forcos, of permanent powers.
All tho most powerful and universal foroes are now roforred to minute
vibrations of an almost inflnitoly attenuated form of matter.  Light,
hoat, oloctrioity, magnetism, and probably vitality and ?ravitatlon,
are bolieved to be but modes of the motion of a space—filling ethor.
Thus all the manifestations of force in tho material world are pro-
duced by a form of matter so impalpable that only by its effects doos
it bocomo known to us.

How easy, then, ie it to infer, nay ! how inevitable is tho infer-
ence that the unseen univorse is the universo of abiding energies |
And how suroly wo are led on to the conclusion that an order of
beings may dwell there, who havo the tremendous advantage of tho
neo of those othereal forces which are tho overflowing fountain from
all which forces, all motion, all life upon the earth originate !

Every atom of tho troo's trunk, every fibre of .the corn-blade, and
every tint of the roso, is but an outward and visible effoot of an
inward and spiritual essence. A ceaseless ebb and flow of life between
tho soon and unseen is Foing on, and tho life seems to begin in tho
unseen. With what solemnity and pathos does nature, in her loftiest
movements and monitione, proclaim that “ the things which aro aeon
are temporal, but the things which aro not seen are eternal |”

Not the least of tho many reasons for holding by our faith in the
Spirit-world as the world of causes is this : that it su;y)lies the ke?/
to some of life's darkest problems; gives unity and direction to all
forms of being; explains the stream of tendencies that works for,
righteousness by working for perfection through personal or
structural development; suggests that nothing is high or low, great
or small to ths one Infinite Power; obliterates the distinction
between natural and supernatural, and presents the inspiration of the
overliving spirit as a permanent means of intercourse between the
human and the divine; and while it shows us that all thinge are
moving on to vaster, fuller, diviner life, it interprets and transfigures
all the world's religions, and enthrones juetice to every living thing
as the supreme law of the universe.

Here, then, in the facts and promises of Spiritualism, we find not

only the philosophy but the religion of the future. Its brain will be
the brain of science, its heart the heart of universal love; and its eye
tho eye of the seer, recognising eternal realities through the veil of
the temporal. This religion will help men to know that there is
something higher than the things which perish in the using, and turn
to aehes in the over eager hand; it will make God a reality in a life,
and not merely a name in a prayer; it will make immortality a
present fact and not a distant hope: it will intertwine matter and
pirit, the unseen and the seen, earth and heaven; it will triumph
Bver death, giving beauty for ashes ; and restore to breaking hearts
° e companionships that seemed forever at an end; it will give the
tb%llirr}gefst motives, the divinest aids, the surest reasone for living a
suble life.

Now is a good time to subscribe to the Two Wobldb. Special
offer to new readers: We will send you “ our paper” for 24 weeks,
post free for 2s. 6d. This will ensure to you its regular delivery, so
that you will be able to read “ The Red Cross,” and all the other
good things.
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LONGFELLOW’S SPIRITUALISM.

Longvellow diffused in his poems the essence of Spiritualism. On
the death of Charles Sumner, ho wroto:

““ Were a star quenched on high,
For ages would its light,
Still travelling downward from the sky,.
Shine on our mortal sight.

So when a great man dies,
For yoars beyond our ken,

Tho light he leaves behind him lios
Upon the paths of mon.”

In_his proso poem, “ Hyperion,” he Takos his hero, Pau
Flemming, saY:

*“ Thou glorious spirit land | O, that I could behold thee as thou
art,—the region of life, and light and love, and tho dwellln? place of
those beloved ones whose being has flowed onward liko a silver-clear
stream into the solemn-sounding main, into the ocean of Etornity."

From “ Tho Two Angels™”

*“ Angola of Life and Doath are His ;
Without his leave they pass no threshold o'er ;
Who, then, would wish or dare, believing this,
Againet His messengers to ehut the door ?”
From ““Endymion””:
““0 weary hearts! O slumbering eyes !
0 drooping souls, whose destinies
Are fraught with fear and pain,
Yo ehall be loved again |

In ““Hiawatha” the poet thus describes an Indian singer, but
the reador sees the poet in tho eong:

1* All the many sounds of nature
Borrowed sweotnosB from his Binging :
All the hearts of men were softened
By the pathos of his music ;

For ho Bang of peace and freodom,
Sang of beauty, love and longing ;
Sang of death, and life undying
In the Islands of the Blessed.
From * Resignation ":
" There is no death! What seems so is transition:
This life of mortal breath
But a suburb of the lifo elysian,
Whose portal wo call death.”
From “ Consolation,” a translation from Malherbe :
“ To murmur against death in petulant defiance,
Is never for the best;
To will what God doth will, that is the only science
. That gives ue any rest.” .

In ““Hyperion,” we find another beautiful message: ““This
earthly life, when seen hereafter from heaven, will Boet like an
hour passed long ago, and dimly remembered.”

And again : “ The stone was rolled away from the door of his
heart; death was no longer there, hut an angel clothed in white,
and looking into the bright morning heaven, he said, ‘1 will be
strong.””

Again he Bays:

" As a fond mother, when the day is o'er,
Leads by the hand her little child to bod,
Half willing, half reluctant to be led.
And leave his broken plaﬁthings on the floor,
Still gazing at them through the open door,
Nor wholly reassured and comforted
By promises of others in their stead
Which, though more splendid, may not please him
i0J28 b more ;
So Nature deals with us, and takes away
Our playthings one by one, and by the hand
Leads us to reet Bo gently that we go
Scarce knowin? if we wish to go or atay,
Boing too full of Bleep to understand
How"far"the”unknown transcende the what we know.”

THE MUSIC OF THE SPHERES.

| had read in ancient story how tho starry worlds on high
Ring liko magic golden circlets with eternal harmony,

And to pure souls and noble God had in mercy given,

To hear the mystic glories of those sparkling hosts of Heaven.

Was it a dream ? | know not! But methought | stood one night
On some lone mountain drinking in a vision of delight.

All around me, all beneath me, did the heavenly musio roll,

And with soft and soothing influence crept deep into my soul.

As | listened, lost in rapture, with my inmoet soul laid baro,

Floating slowly, lightly, round me rose that music thro' the air,

Rose up quivering to the stars, and from thoee radiant orbs of
light

Drew down an answering harmony that filled the silent night.

I know not how long thus | stood, for listenin gto that chime,

In reverent, glad adoring, I lost all note of time,

But it ceased, and left my spirittoo full of awe for fears,

Too glad for exultation, too solemn far for tears.

The music of those Heaven spheree | have never heard again,

But its echo lives within me, turning life's discordant pain

Into anthems pure and holy ; and with fervent, child-like love

| bless the great God-Father for that music from above.

And if sometimes life’s dark passionB make thy pulse beat fierce
and high,

Or my heart grows chill and weary with life’s depths of mystery,

In my spirit's deepest cloisters sound those bell-like numbers
pure,

And a fresh strength risee in my soul to strive and to endure.

Mildred Kent.

AN EVENING’'S REFLECTIONS.

A COLLIER ON THE SCIENTIFIC, MORAL, AND
SCRIPTURAL ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.

An Open Letter to the Editor.

It was a very cold night, and not feeling woll, it was with thankful-
ness that | reached home. After toa | placed my feot in a comfortable
air of elippors 1 sat for soino timo feeling at peace with the world.
houghts, however, began to flow in upon me, and all at once |
shivered violently.  Turning round, I espied in one corner of tho
‘room the form of @ man, over four foot in height, covered with an
animal’s skin, only his face being visible, tho covering coming right
over his ears. Ho gave me a sharp look when ho saw that I had
seenhim, but I recognised him as an Esquimaux- | turned to the other
side, whero 1 also saw another spirit, whom | recognised as a collier,
an old friend. He startled me by a merry peal of laughter. |
addressed him, eaa/in[?:— o i .

“ 1 say, friend, don’t you think it quite cold enough outside,
without having to contend with that ‘icey’ condition of your
Esquimaux friend ? ” i

“ Naa, Naa, Jock. Thou seems very comfortable. We jus'
thowt t’gao ye a touch up. Aa expec’ ye didna think o' the wee
bonnie bairns this bitter noet withoot a shelter, shiverin’ with th’
cauld ootside." -

As | looked at these two * forms ” my mind went back a few
yoars, when, but a very younﬁ inexperienced Spiritualist, they were
made known to mo, especially the collier. I recalled the violent
shaking he used to give me on account of my resistance to his
influence, and how I was advisod by a certain medium at that time to
get rid of these spirits, because they were “ ignorant and uncul-
tured,” and would do me no good. I"have proved the foolishness of
that advice, for the collier, in spite of his roughness of speech, has a
noblo heart, and ho has been enabled to answer many a question
which hae puzzled educated minds. He told me | had helped him to
rise by my sympathy, but I replied that if | had helped him I must
have done it'unconsciously, for I never thought much of him as far as
I remember.

1 again look toward tho corner whore | had seen the E quimaux,
but his appearance had changed, for he now wore a beautiful robe,
and approached me with a look of affection, and remarked,

““ As you have helped me, so now | help you.”

“ When and how have | helped you to proFress? "

““By those loving angels around you allowing me to use your
organism.”

““ | am not aware that you have done so0 ? "

*“ I have many times, unknown to you. You have given me sym-
pathy too, and those little discussions you have had with friends, to
pags an idle hour, have been a groat help. That being so, brothor,
Is it not very important that you should mark your conversation, and
take care that it is always of an olovating character? ”

This was from a sp'rit friend whom | had been advised to order
about his business, for ho would drag mo down to hie own condition.
O YE WUSEACREB !

“ Aa say, Jock,” chimed in tho collier.

““Well.”

“What dee ye caa these writins when a parson meyks sartain
statements, and th’ editar o’ th’ Twa Warldb replies tu him? ”

“You mean an ! open lotter."””

“Yoas, that's it. ~ Wool, aa waant ya t'get pen and paper and
write wat aa say, as an open lotter t' th’ editor o' th’ Twa Warlds.”

“ He hae too much to do to bother with you and your opon
letter, and his space is only limited to meet the demands of Toro
advanced minds than yours."

“ Aa oxpeo' yo hov one o' them, seeing thou as boon tasking
about an auld wifey who lived some thousans o' yeers sin’, yet thoro
isa goot in th' case whether she lived at aa. Ye put down what aa

“ It can only be nonsense.”

“ Weel, if thou kens an aboot it wat aa’s gan t' say, thou mon
get it doon, an' it'll save me th' bother o’ taakin t' th'.”

“ How can | know what you want to say ”?

““Thou mon ken when thou Bays it's aa nonsense. If thou disna
ken, thou has been condemning somethin’ thou kens nowt aboot.
Hodco thou's a numskull.”

“ Woll, what hae this oponletter to be about’*?

“ A chop l«Bt neet waas sayin' that Spiritualists ken nowt aboot
scientific subjece.”

“Well"?

“ Weel, Spiritualism is a science. Science is knowledge. It's
somethin’ beyon' imaginashin, becaase it's that which is proved to be
a fao". Noo, then, thou kens varry weol that aa likes things put juet.
so canny folks liko mesel' can understand. Aa want neo joabreakers.

“You will have to talk plain English if you want Mr. Wallis to-
understand you ; I cannot follow you with your mixed dialects. It is
a mixture of chicory and coffee.

h ““Put down wat aa Bay, becaase Waalis is not sao thick as
thou.”

““You are very personal.”

““ Weel, keep aa them opinions t' th' sei’. It's me that's tankin’
at prisint.  Wool, as aa wane sayin’, Spiritualism is a science. Thou
has proved it beyond aa'll doot.  Dee yo remember when thou waas
in Newcassel on a sartain day soma moons sin’? Ye waa see weary
o' th' life th’ thowt, so thou one day gets a sharp instromint and waas
intendin’ t' teyk th' lifo. A coople o’ seconds wad hev done it."

“ Come, come, that will do ; that is a private matter.”

“ Ae thou was jus' aboot deeiog a deed which thou wad hev
been sonl}/ for, we stifflos yer arm and ye couldn't move.it, man
bonnie lad.  Oh, aa kens thou's ashamod to own it, but thou s gettin
just a little mair sense than thou used t' hev.”

“ What has that to do with ecience ? ”

““Didn't aa tell ye that science was knowledge.. It waas some-
thin' beyond imagiuashin because it's that which is prove 0 oa
fac'. ~Weel, we demonstrated the presence o' spirit t yer y s opp
yer from making cold moaat o'th”sei’. Hence thou got a "no g


move.it
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o' spirit, and knowledge being science, Spiritualism mon be a scion"
tiflo fac'. See?”

“ Yon don't supposo | will send this to Mr. Wallis ? ”

" Well, aa’s proved Spiritualism t' bo scientifik. The next point
is it moral, and. thnrdly, ns the parson puts it, is it scriptural?
Aall noo toyk th' moral aide o' th' Eubjec. In tho first place,
want is morale ? It's a fulfillin' o' th’ duties of life. Th' three prin-
ciples o' duty which meykes up th’ moral man, as the Socialist says,
and na quite ogree with him, firstly, a desire for self-improvement,
and after that principle is put into practice, comes number twa: to
bring by hie example and teachin’ hie wife and bonnie bairns t' th’
same moral standpoint as hissel'. ~ Thnrdly, and o’ th’ greatest im-
portance (bavin’me?]/d hie hame like a_beacon light in the darkness,
and sbowin’ up with th' glare o’ th’spiritual light social corrupsbin),
ho mon thraw in hie heart an' soul into tho wark for social and
Sﬁiritual upliftment o’ th’ human family. No need to complimint
th’ man that dis this, for he’s simply deeing hie duty, aDd if he disna
lam noo, then he wad hev larn on the spiritual side o' life. ~ Noo,
Spiritualism teaches the Brotherhood o' Man ; its aims and objecs
bein’ that spiritual progress can only teyk place when man gets rid
o' aa'll < Ifleaness, and there is a willin'ness within his heart to help
his brother—his weaker brother. In fac’, t' cut a lang story short,
it meyks him feel his parsonal responsibility, and there comes a
knowlidgo o’ his duties in life, and, as morals, ae aa waas sayin', is
fulfillin’ th’ duties o' life, then Spiritualism mon be a moral agent.
See ?”

Noo, th' next point, is Spiritualism scriptural ? If yer look
through th' scripture, ye'll find how angels appeared to Abraham at
different times ; the accoont o' Samuel appearin’ t' Saul at Endor ;
the moont o’ transfignrashun when Moses and Elias appeared t' Jesus
and his disciples ; and gan a bit farther and yer see Paul stop on his
way t’Damascus with a leet fra Hivin, and a voice cryin', ““Saul,
Saul, why porsecutist thou me ? ” Farther on ageyn yer'll soe how
Peter and another got oot o’ prisin through th’ doors bein’ ogonod by
th’ spirit, an th' jailars waas sent t' sleep soondly. Wby, bliss me,
die th’ think th’ noeds t' hev a parson t' tell folk Spiritualism is nn-

scriptural. ~ Th' waants t' read th' Bible and put tboy brains int
steep in th' operashin. Paul says, “ Every man mon work oot his
salvation.” So says aa, and so says Spiritualist tonobin’.

“ You'll make a fine parson if you go on at that rato.

“ Thou moonit insult me by caalin’ me a parson.
fringmint on maa dignity as a coal hewer.”

““ In conclushin, Mr. Editar, aa hov managed soom way t' got-
maa letter writtin.  Aa ken varry weel thou disna ken mo, but an
ken thou, an’ that is half th’ introducshin. There’s one point which
aa wad like t' say, an' that is, there seems t' be a greet amoont o'
lazinoss aboot Spiritualists.  Maa mind gans baok lang afore thou
waas thowt on.  Aa was n Ranter.  Thou kene wat that is. Aa
thowt aa had th' truo gospil, and mesol’ and chums waas anxious that
oothers wad sharo wi"mo and them the gospil trooth.  Afore wo
went out we met for prayer and guidance, and thou wad hov thowt
that it was the Pentecostal showor owor ageyn.  Ono oanny chop
wad pray first, and it wad gan somethin' liko this :—=“O Lord, thou
kens aa’ll on us. Waa jus' homblo folk, but wo na desirous t'lot
oothors share th' happinoss and joy wo possoss. Wo hev noo lamin’,
but thou promisos that oot o' th" mooths o' babes and sucklins shall
coomo forth wisdom in abundanco. We toyk hould o' that promise,
and bolievo it. Amen.” If yer could or seen tho toers runnin’ doon
cheeks o'bard-workin'chops liko mosol’l  Wo wad travol—tramp it
—milos fra hamo, with th’ enaw twa and throe feet deep, t' preach
th' gospil. Noo-a-days Spiritualists is owor high-minded and etuck
up. Noo, aa must close with love t' aa’ll th’ folk o' Tyneside and
Glasga. Aa hopes Mother W. 'ill keep up her pecker, becaase it'll
not bo lang noo. James Booman says he's getting on varra well.
Aa disna ken that chop, Jock.”

““ Space | space | ”

““Thon's got space on the brain, and there's plenty room for
improvemint.”

“ Weel, Mr. Editar, aa hopes aall Spiritualists that's worth th'
salt, it'll be a strong pull, long pull, and apull aa t'githor for the
spreadin’ o' the trooth o’ the immortality o' the soul, One hymn aa’s
fond on, but aa’s aaltered it just a little:—

A&l hail th’ power o’ Trooth's greet name
Let Angels prostrate fa’,

Bring forth the Royal Diadem,
An crown him Lord of aa’.

Aa remain ever yours in trooth and justice.

Jack Sawyer."

It's an in-

I felt a change in the influence, which | recognised as the
““ Socialist.”

“ Well, my lad, you are busy, I see ? ”

He seemed to gather what 1 had written, and | heard a slight
laugh, and as | began to seo his featnres he appeared to be greatly
amused.

““You seemed to ‘sense’ who it was when | approached,”
said he

““Yes. Each spirit friend who takes possession of my organism
has peculiar individual characteristics. You, for instance, approach
me at times in a very stern manner ; the | collier’ is always merry
and sharp; the ! missionary ' comes in quite a prayerful sort of way,
making me believe that | am turning sanctimonious.”

“You might answer one or two questions for me,” said I,
addressing him.

“ 1 will, if possible.”

“ Weel, let it be put so that canny folk can understand.
joabreakers !” interrupted the irrepressible oollier.

““Why is it that you and others take names other than your
own? You call yourself* Socialist.”"

““ My name betrays what | am, * a Socialist.” Itis only by social
emancipation that we can hope to see a greater incentive to spiritual
Erogress. Selfishness makes up your Government; the reign of

rotherhood is unknown; mon against his brother is the condition of
life. This selfishness is an obstruction, which has blasted the
domestic happiness of husband, wives, and children.”

Nee

““Do you not think that Socialists ask too muoh when they
demand that a man should %ive up that which he has earned, say, by
bringing out patents which have cost severe mental labour ? ”

“ Ah! The usual individualistic argument. There is not a
patent existing but what has been tho outcome of collective thought.”

“ What do you mean? ”

“ We mean what we say. There are master minds in spirit who
take a deep interest in science and kindred subjeots. Those minds
meet in conference for the discussion of their particular subject,
and, having come to adeoision, seek some mind on earth akin to their
own, and impress him with their plans ; how to effect what men call
‘ anew discovery.’ It is always given for the good of the whole human
family and not for the select few. In short, it is the collective * we’
and not the individual “I' which dominate the progressive mind in
the spiritual sphere.  Self, indeed, is for?otten in the desire to help
others. To advocate the Brotherhood of Man and individualism in
the same breath proves your inconsistency.  We can't reconcile the
teachings of Spiritualism with individualism. If it wero possible, so
is Christian Spiritualism.”

““ But only one man or two, in the first place, dare to denounce
great wtongs and demand reforms?”

“ Probably. Our previous answer will apply to your present
question. They have been simply the mediums through whom tho
collective decision of spirits has been proclaimed.”

“ Maybe in some Instances.”

“ Every instance. If you read bistory you will see that these
particular men you refer to recognised that the success of their
mission solely depended on the organisation of their fellows; to meet
for discuBsion, and to formulate some plan by which their cherished
hopes could be realised. Collectivism, if yon please. A beating of
human hearts in unison and love in a determination for liberty and
justice.

“ Education now-a-days, is roaohing a high pitch ? "

““ We have no fault to find with tho progroes in education if it be
of tho right kind. There are, however, two kinds of education.
First, there is the moral; secondly, what we term the polite education.
By polite, we mean that kind of education whioh has for its object
the maintaining of class distinction, or a widening of tho gulf which
at present exists between different sections of tho human family.
When John Bull thinks himsolf, for instanoe, so much superior to his
neighbours, and imagines that hie blood must be of a differont colour
or order. Moral education, on the other hand, will conduce to a breaking
down of olass distinction, each recognising that they haven duty towards
tho other. Again ?/ou poroeive the collective principle, for itis a
divine law. Wo believe if you had a moral education it would be tho
death-blow to crimo. Allow us to quote Socrates when speaking of
the Athenians, for he breathed a nobility of spirit - “ They write not
their laws on dead walls, nor content themselves with having ofdainod
punishments for crimo, but they provide, by tho education of their
youth, there may be no orimos for punishmont.” What wisdom
thero is in theso words! Inducements to good or evil are moral
causes whether in government, in religion, in tho spheres, or iu the
material. Wo refer to governments as virtuous or vicious causos,
assisting or impeding tho genoral goodness, and, as an old friend puts
it, “all political and religious prejudice ehuu'd be dropped.” We
should think as for the world, not for any division or denomination
of the inhabitants. Again you have the collective principle.”

“ To bring about all you desire would mean an exceptional mind
to carry it out.  What qualificati ns ehould constitute an educational
reformer ?

“In the first place. What is education? It is a duty, an art,
a science, on which your being, vn-tue, and happiness dopond. It is
the art, as Williams aptly puts it, of teaching a child tho duties of
life. These duties, having general similitudes, may be referred to
principles having a common and general influence for the good of the
whole. Again, the collective principle ! Now, your question, if you
pleaso, * What ehould be tho principles necessary to an educational
reformer?’ If a man thoroughly comprehends what constitutes
education ; if he has clear views of the nature and design of man; of
these simple and universal prinoiplee by which he is actuated; if he
perceives the numerous pointe where religions, governments, laws,
manners and custom coincide, retard, obstruct, or in any manner affect
these principles, and thoroughly understands the subjoct of education,
hedosorves your greatest support. The first object of attention would
be the body, to assist its growth and health, and to form the first
organs of sensibility to receive just impressions.  Here the general
principles ef nature aro to bo obeyed by all men You must liken
the educational reformor to a gardener, who, having a tender plant,
sees that it is placed in suitable conditions necessary to growth.
Strictly speaking, the educational reformor must be a social reformer.
He must see that tho children livo in such conditions as will ensure
good health and healthy minds, they will then be in a condition to
receive those impressions or principles, which, having been grafted
into their minds will have, as an outcome, the social or moral well-
being of their fellows.

““You have put the matter plainly. 1 now realise what | have
not done hitherto, that we must put into practice this collective
principle in the small affairs of life.”

“"No man mUBt live for himself but for others. Do you never
think what a kind word might do sometime in turning the life of a
brother for good ? It costs you nothing, yet it often means a great
deal to the one to whom you speak kindly.”

“ You will forgive me for going ever old ground. I was think-
ing, seeing that your views coincide with Socialist friends, iou might
give your opinion with reference to their “clubs.’” | think they are
great inducements to intemperance’”

“ We are not here to discuss personalities but principles. No
doubt there are defects in organisation. Gan you inform us where a
perfect organisation is to be found? As that particular organisation
grows stronger, its members will have been gaining experience, and
they will, gradually, seek to remove defects which hinder the reali-
sation of their ideal. One worker is worth legions of those who only
i)ossess sufficient intelligence to find fault. ~ Our remark will apply
ikewise to those who refuse to oo-operate with a national organisa-
tion for the dissemination of tho truths of Spiritualism.”
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““You B»em to know something about organisation?"

“Yes. My greatest object in life was to seo working men
co-operste to protect themselves againet injustice. It was hard
work ; wo had to surmount greater difficulties than they have to-day,
and | have suffered for mK convictions. They thought they had
finished the old man, and he had been consigned to Davy Jones's
Looker. With greater power, along with many comrades, he
approaches the social question, and is still determined to work
towards that ideal for which he had made so many sacrifices. Behind
the sooial movement there is a force which means victory. Every
oomfort you now enjoy is a result of organisation. It has been said
recentl?/ that the liberties you now enjoy have been the result of the
benevolence of a certain section of the community! Those who now
pose as benefactors were numbered with our porsocutors, but when
they realised that in numbers we needod to bo reckoned with, the
deliberately turned round and finished the work wo began, and too
to themselves the laurels of victory. The remains of the real men
who fought for liberty and fell in the struggle, now lie in nnhonoured
gravoe, while our persecutors have erocted to their memories huge
monuments. There ie a mighty, a grand, a noble work for the men
who will put aside personal avarice, and Beek to improvo the condi-
tion of their follows."
_ “Youspoke of Spiritual organisation. Thoro is a groat need for
improvement”

“ We shall have something to Bay at the proper time. We are
quite in accord with a National organisation (and district oouncils will
be a step in the right direction%, and with experience it can be
perfected.

“What do you think of Reincarnation ?"

“ The doctrine of Reincarnation was promulgated in Europe
many years ago. We remember Kardec and his "Book of Spirits,
and the hold bis doctrines took on the French mind.  As a subject
in itself it is not worthy of consideration, if it were not for the evil it
caudes in leading intelligent men astray. What experience we have
had, and information acquired, will not permit us to come to any
other decision than that the prinoiples of Reincarnation exist only in
the minds of its adherents—not in actual fact. Of course, in reply,
we shall be informed that we have not progressed sufficiently to
realise these (so-called) * truths.” If wo come to the state of mind
which certain friends of Thoosophy declare we shall eventually, and
make the extraordinary discovery that the editor of the Two Worlds
ie William the Conqueror reincarnated, we will gladly publish it to
the world.

Wo will conolude, for we must take care not to use up your
vitality. We should like, however, to make known to you an ex-
perience.  After concluding our discourse [Sept. 29, 1895], at
Shipley, we had a desire to visit BoTe friends In Scotland’s metro-
polis. ~ Arriving in one of its principal thoroughfares we felt an
attraction towards two solitary figures at a distance; one was of
medium height and stout, his companion being much taller, but well
made. They eeemed to be greatly engrossed in discussing
Spiritualism and Theosophy. The lesser of the two had much to
say, while his companion listened attentively. ~ The ““lonninge” of
the gentlemen eeemed to be towards Theosophy. Wie ~wero
greatly amueed by a statement which the least of the two
gentlemen made. Be informed his companion that mediums * simply
reflected the opinions of an audience,” and he mentioned one medium
in particular (whom wo recognised as one of the foremost workers in
the Spiritual movement) who had been unconsciously, ho alleged,
experimented with. The medium, he stated, throughout “ the whole
course of his address merely gave expression to the ideas which wero
passing through his mind." We would juet like to inform the
gentleman in quostion, seeing that he is a Theosophist, that wo have
never heaid the medium deliver a discourse in favour of Theosophy,
and, to be consistent with his statement, the medium must have
done Bo. There is one very important fact which must bo borne in
mind—that is, wo are men and women desirous of giving to humanity
that which we have experienced and are taught by those who are
more advenccd than onrselves. We have no connection with the firm
of Spookdom and Co., nor are wo wondering whether we are Adams
or Moees' reinoarnated, for wo have not the slightest doubt as to our
own individuality. If the gentleman ie so advanced as to be the battery
from whence mediums obtain their knowledge, it is a pity Spiritualists
in that quarter of the globe are put to such great expense to bring
mediums from a distance. The gentleman had better communicate
with the president and members and explain how they have been
deceived. We are sure the president would be very anxious to have
this particular address and others first hand. There is a great
fntura for the gentleman!”

““We are as the spirit friends of ‘ well-Tegulatod’mediums are
the world over—able to protect ourselves from being annoyed by
such ‘ oracles.”

““What do yon mean by ! well-regulated ' ? "

“ A medium whose lifo is consistent with the teachings of the
spirit.  Mediumship is, indeed, a great responsibility, and the
person who seeks a development muet realise that his life is a moral
one. Jio person should Beek development unless prepared to do what
ie right, and carry out in his daily life the Principle of the Brother-
hood of Man. With a well-regulated life they make the chain of love
stronger between spirit friends and mediums; hence, they are
enabled to repel any thought whiohmay emanate from spirit embodied
or disembodied not in harmony with the medium’s welfare. In ad-
dressing an audience, the clairvoyant'will perceive that medium and
operator for the time being are in the centre of a circle. ~ Sometimes
there is an inner circle, much depending, however, on the class of
audience whom they may be addressing.  Every precaution is taken
to protect mediums if they comply with the principle we have
already referred to. ~ Vou will perceive how reasonable ie onr state-
ments when you bring to mind that mediums (genuine) are cool and
collected when in debate, while at the same moment his opponent
and audience are often greatly excited. If our Theosopist friend’s
conclusions were true why are not the mediums in an excited
condition. (1) If they only reflect the opinions or feelings of their
audience! Perhaps the oracle was not there, and that would, of
course, make a groat deal of difference. ~Adieu.

GOLDEN THOUGHTS.

It is human nature to want something a little bettor than you
neighbour possesses—to ho considered of a little finer ﬁodigroo and
bluer blood. Honco, Christian Soiontiste and Thoosophists” may be
pardoned for the manifestation of a vanity which thoy will outgrow
when they ascend to highor spiritual pianos.

Prove that spirits of departed human beings do not and cannot
communicate with mortals to-day, and what becomes of tho song sung
by “ Angels ” on the plains of Judea, nearly ninotoon hundred years
ago. Prove that spirits do not and cannot materialize to-day, and
what becomes of Moses and Elias upon tho mount of transfiguration.
Prove that spirits have not power to act upon material substances,
and you have Paul and Silas still in prison.

We stand for Spiritualism, pure and simple, not, of course,
the kind that rests satisfied simply with a knowledge of the fact of
spirit return, or that would forever be content to sit in open-eyed
wonder of the phenomena.  Spiritualism that recognises the unity of
tho movemont, ever seeking for the best, and bringing its beautiful
teachings homo to human hearts, is the kind we believe in. We
would advanoe with the phenomena, and not out of it.

The haunted house is no myth. Often spirits remain for a
long timo in the very houses that their bodies were removed from by
death. Others take up their immediate abode just above their
former homes, casting upon them a powerful psychological influence.
Doing this they gratify their domestic tendencies. ~ Others still, more
aspirational, pure and highly unfolded, pass onward and upward
till they reach those etherealised planes of spirituality, where
resurrected eouls have no desire to engage in any social activities be-
neath their positions. These heavenly souls have become baptised
into the celeetial lifo of love. They desire to cultivate the spiritual,
the pure and the holy, that they may be instrumental in spiritualising
others.  Quite forgetting the things beneath, they seek that ideal of
perfection which must over lie in the infinite beyond.

The Spiritualists, so far as | know, do not venture to outrage
right reason so boldly as the ecclesiastics. ~ They do not sneer at
““evidence,” nor repudiate the requirement of legal proofs. In fact,
there can be no doubt that the Spiritualists produce better evidence
for their manifestations than can bo shown either for tho miraculous
death of Arins, or for the Invention of the Cross. From the ““levi-
tation ” of the axe at one end of a period of near three thousand
years to the ‘I levitation ” of Sludge & Co. at the other end, there is
a complete continuity of tho miraculous, with every gradation, from
the childish to tho stupendous, from tho gratification of a caprice to

the illustration of a sublime truth. ~ There is no drawing a line in
the series that might bo sot out of plausibly attestod cases of spirit
intervention.  If one is true, all may bo true ; if one is false, all may
bo false.—Prof. Pluxley.

The Land Tax in Groat Britain is an utter sham and fraud, and
a disgraco to our legislation. Last year it only produced £1,035,000,
whereas oven in 1810 it yielded £1,500,000, and the value of land in
this country has increased many fold since then.  Originally it was
four shillings in tho pound, but in 1G99 the landholders secured a

reduction of tho tax to one shilling in tho pound ; and more iniquitous
still, fixed tho valuation of land in that year to bo the valuation in
Eorpotuity for Land Tax purposes. What a priceless boon it would

e to Ireland, and indeed an invaluable good to Groat Britain as woll
if a tax of 20 per cent, wero imposed on all absentee landlords in this
country. It would either add immonsoly to the rovonuo, or what
would, perhaps, bo of more real service to tho prosperity of the
country, it would compel landholders to abido on their ostates, and
to pay some small attention to the wolfare and woll-boing of their
tenantry.—Cardiff Paper.

A 1ot of truth in this, mores the pity: “A banker in New York
wrote to a large manufacturer asking him' his opinion of the outoomo
of tho present labour agitation. The manufacturer replied : * A willing
slave is no more wiIIin(]; to have the shackles struok from his limbs
than the working people aro to lift a hand on behalf of their rights.
Some of their leaders howl and try to arouse them. It's all wind.
Nothing will coTo of it. ~ One half deride the rest, and hence, will
remain bolplese. Look at their votes ; that tells the tale they want
masters ; they don’t desire to bo free. ~All we have to do is to smile
on one and kick another. Tho fact of tho matter is, they think they
are helploss.  It'e our duty to make them believe it. An empty
stomach, a naked baok, is our argument. This is all wo need to
remain masters. With all their growling during their secrot
meetings, next day thoy aro tho first to discredit their leaders, who
work for principle and without remuneration. Tho whole thing in a
nutshell is this,—thoy are so cowardly they are unwilling to even
vote for themselvos. ~ They realize they are our slaves. Let them
believe it, it pays us. We would be fools not to use them in every
way to coin money out of them. Have no fear of the working men;
they'll never disturb our maetery, for where cowardice is ndded to
ignorance, resistance to power is impossible.””

Victor Hugo'’s Spiritual Views.—““We do not die altogether,”
he would say; ““our individuality survives; and, while | am talking
to you, | am certain that all around me are the souls of all the dear
ones that I have lost and who hear me.” He could never quite
reconcile himself to the fact that his favourite daughter, who was
drowned, was really dead. He often thought he heard her footsteps
in the house and her hand on the handlo of tho door:

“o Silence ! elle a parle !

Tenez | voici le bruit de sa main sur la clé!

Attendez | elle vient. Laissez-moi que j’bcoute ;

Oar elle eet quelque part dans la.maison, sans doute!

Imperfectly rendered in our tongue these lines road :
“o Silence! she speaks!

There | Her hand is on the door knob!

Wait! she is coming. Let mo listen;

She is doubtless in the house somewhere |
Surely all this is the clear and beautiful expression, the deep ee mg
the fact of spirit presence.  The groat Frenchman, so wide y on
und loved, was a Spiritualist.

Read “ The Red Cross.”
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“ If the material universe is governed by immutable laws or
unchangeable rules of action, from whence came they ? and when and
where did they originate?” ask the inquiring mind.” | answer, from
the unfathomable depths of eternity. ~Coeval with matter, force, and
intelligence, they exist not as an attribute and power of a God that

receded creation, butas a part of the infinite whole, that had no
egrinning in the past, and can have no ending in the future—not an
anthropomorphic’ God, but an Infinite Spirit that pervades the
universe and of which our conscious ego Is a part, or as the poet
Dryden so well expresses it.—
1ammemme- Who of himself is none
But that eternal Infinite, and one
Who never did begin, who ne'er can end,
On whom all beings as their source depend.”

Fob a long time it has been no secret (writes a Spiritualist) that
spirits haunt the royal palace in Stockholm. Some time ago the
Danish Crown Prince and his wife, whilst visiting the Stockholm
Court, lived in the haunted palace. On the first night there was an
extraordinary manifestation. A chamberlain was lifted from his bed
by invisible hands and was laid on a table at the end of a bedroom
farthest from the bed. Onthe eveninF of the same day the Princess
Louise was writing in a room brilliantly lighted. _ Suddenly a woman
appeared and began extinguishing the lights. The Princess Louise,
who is celebrated for her courage, tried to lay hands on the woman,
but the latter vanished as suddenly as she appeared. Prince
Christian, the eldest son of the Crown Prince, wished lato one after-
noon to fetch something from a dimly-lighted room. He left his
father and mother, only to return a few minutes lator empt%/-handed,
white and trembling. "He said that he had found the room filled with
strange figures, which barred his way and mado threatening
gestures. - Exchange.

What benefit can a working man derive from listening to a long
“ expository sermon," in which the preacher flounders about among
Alpha and” Omega, stars, churches, and candlesticks in sevons,
talking trumpets, lightnings and thnnderings, marvellous beaets with
strange attributes and gowers of speech, elders, white robes and pale
horses, seg)ents, earthquakes, chains, and I know not what? |
could not decide whether the preacher meant the congregation to
understand that those things were actualities or merely allogorical
allusions.  Supposing the chapel had been fillod with working men,
there were not in the whole discourse half a dozen thoughts which
thoy could have carried away with them, or from which they could
have extracted any comfort or help to face the woek’s trials and tho
week’s toil. It may bo tho privilege of the minister to * dwoll in
the clouds,” but the working man'is compellod by tho conditions of
his surroundings to taken very materialistic view of lifo.— South
Wales Echo.

I¥ to tho question, “ Have we any knowledge of a lifo boyond
the ﬁrave?” the Secularist answers with deoision, ““No;" thore is
another member of tho community, the Spiritualist, who answors
with equal emphasis, ““Yes.” The influence of Modorn Spiritualism
upon thought genorally has probably been greater than most porsons
who have considered the question at all, imagino. It has modified
tho ideas of the future world even in the minds of thoso who most
bitterly oppose it. A number of old foolish fancies have takon their
departure, while now and more rational ideas have come in their
placo. Tho dread and horror which were formerly associated with
death are banished from many souls, like a foarful nightmare, whioh
only lingers iu the memory of waking hours. Tho words of Long-
follow, * There is no death; what seems so is transition,” come upon
the heart with force of comfort and joy. The valley of tho shadow
is only ae the night from which we waken into a new and better
day.—Rev. G. Walters.

Repentance, whioh is the first step the delinquent can take
toward regeneration, does not, at once, open wide the door of hoaven
to the erring soul. Thore is a_radical work to bo done to got at the
root of the cancer that is eating at the vitals ; and true repentance
prompts to individual effort, self-examination that sees the foulness ;
realises all the bitterness of self-accusation ; feels the force of the act
done against another as though it were done to itself; and bows in
abjeot humiliation. This must be the mental state that saves the
sinner. How saves, say you? Saves by actuating the being to its
profoundest depths, to make it hate sin. The monster that has
prompted to such acts so befouled the nature, caused such suffering
to one's self and others, is be-shunned like the deadly viper that
stings to death. When ““the exceeding sinfulness of sin” is fully
perceived, the being is on the high road to true regeneration, and
not until then. Not until then is he prepared to use the utmost
powors he possesses to resist the tempter and lay hold of the help

offered in-the order of nature. Oh | the road the black offender must
travel to gain a state of innocence and purity! Mrs. Maria M. King.

On every hand I hear the evidence told that they whom we call
dead are around us still; visit us when we know not, and oxert an
influence upon our actions through means undreamed of.”  * There
are sad hearts for whom death haB made thiB world a tomb, which
have been cheered and lifted into light and glory by the scintilla-
tions of love from an unknown world, which, uxsoen, lies around us
all.” * Here ie a force whioh trains men and women into the life of
right by the simplest though subtlest influence—the love of unseen
ones, who are ever snxious for their higher growth ”  ““I knew a
man who was the roughest of the uncouth phases in this western
life, full of blunt, repulsive speeches, heedlese acts, and intolerant
deeds. One day, he said, an angel came to him, then another ; they
talked to him, theg broke him of hie evil habits; they gave him a
broader vision of human life, and enforced him to his duty to his
fellow-man, and built within him a beautiful faith in a future life; in
this way his dead wife and. boy (the two angels) eubdued his whole life,
nnd sustained him till he died.  Beforo such force as that the
dreariest life would soon be glorifled.  If all humanity could be
touched by it to-day it would be the regenerating power of the race.”

““Now, if thee® things be genuine, they furnish incontrovertible
evidenoo of a continued lifel = They have better evidence in their
favour than the religious revelatione on whioh the mass of people
hang their hope and faith."—Rev. E. R. Sanborn.

An inanimate thing of iron and steam, with a power in it greater
than that of fabled Eiants, is now made the yoke mate of the modern
free labourer; a yoke mate with which we could live on the very
best of terms if its owner and ours would only let us put some of our
burdens upon his huge shoulders. But, at present, his greater power
is only used like the clenched fist and big strides of an angry man
dragging his little boy after him.  ‘the child’s hand-is almost broken
in that grasp; he is hardly able to keep pace with his tormentor,
and at the end of all isawhip This is a brief biography of the
labourer’s life since driven into partnership with the machine.—
Burrows.

Htntonns of Rustic Psaumody__ A congregation would be
heard IustiI?/ proclaiming thoir defiance of the decalogue iu_“‘I love
to steal—I love to steal,” while all they meant to do was “to steal
awhile away ” to some imaginory réalm of spiritual blessedness.
““ Stir up this stu—stir up this stu” was only the *“ fuguing” form of
“ stir up this stupid heart to pray.” And so with ““And take thy

il—and t ike thy pilgrim home.” “ My poor pol—my poor polluted

eart;” “ And more eggs—more eggs—and more exalt our joys;”
“1 love thee bet—I love thee hotter than before ;” ““ And catch the
flee—and catch the fleeting hour,” and many other entertaining{ in-
stances of perverted sense in song. Two trebles sang, “ And learn
to kiss ; ” two trebles and alto, “ And learn to kiss;” two trebles
alto and tonor, *“ And learn to kiss;” bass solos, ““the rod.”

“ With reverence let the saints appear
And bow before the Lord.”

became " And bow—wow -wow, And bow—ow—ow,” and so on un-
til treble, alto, tenor, and bass (base onough in all conscience 1) had
bow-wowed thomselves hoarse and perceptibly apopleotio. The same
writer in tho Cornhill _ives Jack Tars explanation of a ““hanthem,”
which is by no moans bad in its way. “ If I was to say to you, 'Ere
Bill, give mo that hand-spike, that wouldn't be a hanthom ; but if |
was to say to you, Bill, Bill, Bill, give, give, give mo, give me, that,
that, that, handspike, spike, spike, spiko, why, that would bo a
hanthem.”

Who knows that the oonsoioue ego was evolved from matter ?
Science does not even know that the lowest form of life is thus
evolved ; and if it is not proven that the simplest, feeblest vitality is
inherent in matter and evolved therefrom, much lose does it know of
the origin of intellectual consciousness ; when and where it was
b%gotten, when and where born, or whence its parentage. It is an
old scientific maxim that ““all life comes from the living.”  This
dootrine has been denied by a few scientists of modern times, and
that of spontaneous evolution, or what is now known as “ abio-
genesis,” has been adopted by them, only to be oonfuted by investi-
gation. Huxley says: ““It may be true of the occurrenoo of
*abiogoneeie ' atf some time, but if the present day or any recorded
epoch of geological time bo a question, tho exaot oontrary holds
good.” And he continues: “ Of the causes which have led” to the
origination of living mattor, it may bo said that we know absolutely
nothing.”  This is tho opinion of one of earth’s greatest scientists,
who is also a materialist, yet he admits that there is no evidonoe of
potential lifo in mattor. How, then, can it be said that the intel-
footunl, conscious ego is the offspring of its inherent tendencies
towards a higher form of being ? Is it not evident, then, that there are
two kingdoms in nature? ono of matter, the other the realm of mind—
both governed by immutable laws—and that “ the glory of the one is
not the glory of the other.” It is true that those two ~sovereignties
are not independent of each other, yet tho tie that binds them to-
gether is as yet unknown or undiscovered.

“In that very chair where you are sitting now,” said Mr. W.
T. Stead to an interviewer of Cassell's Saturday Journal, ** tho spirit
of a relation of my own who has been dead for years has often
sat, and | have heard him described, to the minutest details of dress
and bearing, by seers who could by no calculable possibility have
known him or his peculiarities, or have evon heard of him. AU this
time he has been invisible to me. The same relation wae also onoe
described with the same particularity as standing noar me, by au
illiterate girl, a well-known clairvoyant, in Lancashire. But, in this
direction, 1 could fill a volume almoet with what | have heard both
here and in Amerioa ; obscure people who soaroely know who I was
have described to me friends that no one there oould possibly have
known as connected with my early career. Asto another point, this
egg-shaped piece of glass is for crystal-gazing, and this identical glass
bears a long and eomewhat tragic history in connection with what it
has revealod. I oannot go into all this, but I may tell you on what
I deem indubitable authority that the fate of the late Prince Imperial
was foretold by a seer from'this crystal before he started for Africa.
It is a mere piece of glass to me, save for its associations, and it
reveals no picturee to my eye, but I have known people who have .
sat in the chair you ~now oocap?/, and havo told me
of the pictures—particulars of which [ havo noted down—they
have conjured up in this glass—picture which have nctually
been realised, to my knowledge, some time afterwards. ~ Concerning
spirit-writing, my pen or pencil often moves unwittingly over the
paper, whilst at the same time | believe and know | am writing words
diotated by some intelligence, not myeelf.”

Tbub Mediatobs—Medium spirits, all the way down from the
highest to the sleeping Jacob—physical man, interaot between the
two extremes of intelligent life, joining them in perpetual union, and
furnishing the means whereby the necossary good can bo done for the
race in materiality. The last link in the ohain ie tho physioal
medium—the ono inspired by spiritual beings to do a good work for
man, or such as are impeHed by their own philanthropy, and have the
nocessary ability, to aot the part of mediators —helpers in the truest
sense to their fellow-man. It is not because God is ameroiless despot,
needing a propitiation of blood, that this office is neoessary. The
rod-handed murderer, pointing to the writhing victim on the cross,
saying, “ I have Blain your sacrificial victim, inflioted the torture dne
to transgression; behold the savor of blood asoends to the heavens "—
is_not required by the dispensation that reveals the true God.

“ Thou shalt do no’murder,” wae the command written on the stony
tablet—not with finger of earthly man; and does God transgress
his own law, and reveal himeelf as a tyrant whom nothing but blood
can appease ? Misconception of the true law of justice on the part of
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mankind, is what has transformed tho character of Deity into some-
thing like that of an African chief, whoso bloody sacrifices appal
civilised humanity. Yet it is doubtful if heathenism over concoivod an
idea more at variance with tho exact truth in regard to the claims of
Divine justice on individual man, than that of vicarious atonement.
Blood, burning flames, eternal tortures, do not satisfy God's justice.
Tho law of right ie God's law. And what is not right in-human
oharacter is to bo made right by that sort of disciplino that is re-
formatory. What tortures the Binnor endures are not to propitiate
anybody that has been outraged by his aots. They are retributive as
oxpressive of the outragoe he has committed againet himself and his
brothers ; and suffering is as sure to follow the breaking of a law of
tho spiritas of thebody. They are compensatory in this sense.
Suffering itself is a merciful provision of naturo. The one who tears
or burns liis body has outraged tho law of physical(justice. Lacerated
flesh will smart; and tho healing process is attended with Buffering.
Nature asserts itself in the penalties that follow broken law ; and
man has to learn by these how fatal is transgression, and how happy
tho state of innocence.

What more important at this crisis in tho world's history than for
people to study the principles involved in tho claim of tho Christian
church that man is Baved by vicarious atonement; and that Christis sole
mediator between an offended God and offendin? man ; and that there is
an order of beings between mantho Creator, called angels, which is sup-
posed to be subdivided into other orders. Society will continuo to be ruled
|nde?ree by the dicta of priests, schools, and sects, as long astho
people allow anybody to do their thinking for them. There is no
other way for society to escape the thraldom of ecclesiastical rule
than for the masses to reason out the problem of vicarious atonement,
and of man’s relation to God, independent of dogmas and church rule,
of bibles and the fear of condemnation. The direct road to just
conclusions on these paramount questions hae been obliterated by
the ignorance, tho pervortod judgment, and the depraved passions of
leaders of the people. Tho intuitional naturo of man gives no assent
to vicarious atonement as the means of salvation. It is only when
this nature is warped by education and bigotry, and is so utterly
smothered by materiality or Boneuality that its voice is hushed into
an inaudible whisper, that tno minds accepts the absurd dogma.
Nature never enetampod upon the soul of man a capacity so contra-
dictory to tme reason as that of comprehending how it can be that
trgef rit hteoueneBB of one can be transferred to another by a mere act
of faith.

THE EDUCATION'STRUGGLE.

We ajie in for a bio MOHT over the schools. The Church
party are determined to capture them, and feather thoir own noet at
the “expense of the national exchequer, bnt Nonconformists are
awaking to their duty (if it is not too late now that the party of
“ privilege ” is in power), and at a recent meeting in London a
lettor from Dr. Clifford was read in which he charged the Anglican
Church with aiming a ““blow at the very existence of the Board
schools, and they are prepared to go through seas of misrepresenta-
tion to accomplish their ends.  Itis false and misleading to call
their intensely sectarian schools by the name of Voluntary.  Their
buildings have cost the people more than a million and a half of
money, and every year they draw two millions and a half from the
same source, that is, from the pockets of the whole community. It
is falee to say that tho Nonconformists have their own religious
beliefs taught in the Board schools. The Froe Churches ask for
nothing bnt citizene' rights, and refuse to take anything for them-
selves ae Churches.  In short, this movement ie for a fresh endow-
ment of one sect, and it must be resieted with all our strength. We
muBt fight. (Loud cheers.) Education is menaced. Our liberty is
at stake. The persecuting tyrannies of the past are returning upon
us, and we must resist them as those who are charged to care for
he economic and moral welfare of the children of England, nnd for
the retention of the rights of the citizens of England, in the interests
not only of England, but of the religion and progress of the world.”
(Cheers).—A Mr. Konsit road somo correspondence between a lady
teacher and Father Gaoce, in which the lady requested advice
how to enforce the teachings of the Father’s catechism of
Catholic principles without getting herself into trouble or
endangering her appointment, and the Rev. Fathor in God,
instead of rebuking the lady for her proposed duplicity, and point-
ing out how dishonourable suoh a course of action would be,
actually replied as follows :—* Tho boat way of teaching the Cate-
chism, when the book cannot be conveniently employed, is to write
down as many questions and answers as may be required for the day
on a piece of paper, which can afterwards be destroyed (laughter,
hisses, and cries of “ Jesuit"), or, better still, to have both by heart,
when they can be judiciously put to the children, who should know
both the answer and the queetion which drew it forth. In these days
clear teaching is absolutely needful. The Bible supposes a ground-
work of religious principles to be instilled before it can be of any
use. (Laughter.) A Christian life is one supported by the use of the
means of grace, and not a mere moral existence whioh takes little
notioe of the worship of God required by the Commandments. You
may safely trust me openly. Wishing you all success through God's
grace (“ shame”) in your endeavour to impart that teaching which is
alone invaluable. Yours faithfully, Fred. A. Gace." Yet wo are
told that the time has come for “ re-union,” that we should “ unite
for the truth” and not encroach where other churches are at work |
Some time ago we pointod out that there could not be any unity or
re-union so long as Christians arrogantly claim that Christianity and
the Bible constitute a perfect revelation of God to man, and that sal-
vation can alone be seonred through belief in the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, and evente are proving that we were right. The fight
whioh must come will be between Rome and Reason, between dog-
matic Authority and creedal slavery on the one side and enlightened,
moral, rational, and spiritual freemen on tho other, who will stand
for the Authority of Truth alone and individual rights to follow
Truth wherever she may lead. Clear the lists, let the fight begin.
l‘)l'he sooner truth and false pretences grapple in death struggle the

etter.

“SPIRITUAL TRUTH AND COMMON SENSE.”
By Brian Hodgson.

The author of this interesting pamphlet says: ““I first attended a
public Spiritualistic meeting in the city, under the Birmingham
Spiritualists’ Union, whore clairvoyance or spirit-sooing was mani-
fested. Now, the claiovoyant aeserts that ho can see spirits at all
times, though somo conditions favour him Toro than othors. | wae
singled out, and a spirit was described as being * with mo.” Ho was
described in reference to physical build, mental and social status, color
of hair, eyes, ago at death, and in several minor particulars, all talltying
exactly with the material aspect of my own father One part of tho
description seemed to me Incorrect. Tho beard was described as
being short, whereae | always knew him with it long. 1 found, how-
ever, on inquiry, that ho had it cut short three months before his
death, during ‘which time | had not seen him. Later, a farther
description was given mo corresponding exactly with that of
my maternal grandfather, who was of totally different build
from my father; and again the description was true, with tho
exception that ho was described as having a beard, whereas |
had never known him with one, but again found that he had
grown one some Yyoars before death, during which time 1 had not
seon him. Continuing my examination in this branch of the
subject, | have had these same spirits, with several others whoso
descriptions tally with the aspect of persons known to me in the
flesh, described "by four different clairvoyants, one of whom-was
phzsically blind, all of whom were unknown to those they described,
unknown tome, and unknown to each other in three cases.”—[This
testimony is not_unique, but it is valuable, and it is a great pity
that more experiences of this character are not carefully written out
and published.  We should be glad to receive well authenticated
test experiences from our readers.—Ed. T.W.]

A HIGHER POWER FOR GOOD.

When the mind is silent, passive,

And secluded from distraction,

Then through all its busy chambers
Thought-forms bright are swiftly speeding,
Casting gleamB of transient brightness ;
Thought-forms, too, with darkness laden
"Wend their way in swift succession ;
Passing through its golden portals,
Transient, fleoting, ever-changing;
Somo with lingering footstops, leaving
Slight impressions ; othors quicker
Leave upon the wails no picture ;

Somo with mission bright intended,
From some Higher Mind ejected

With a purpose pure and holy,

Leave an impress to bo studied,*

Raise the mind a little higher ;

Those are they that coto with footstops
Soft and easy, calmly entering

Liko some heavon-sont inspiration,
Helping us along tho pathway,

If the silent voice is heeded.

Could wo but for ono brief moment
Tasto a drop of Lethe's waters,
And permit the thoughts of others
Enter in the mind's rocessos ;
Then we gather their shortcomings,
Their temptatione, and their Borrows,
Utilising silent hours
Learn how moet we may be helpful
To our fellow-mortals round us,
And accomplish good enduring
On a highor plane of action.

For tho good we do in sending
Thought-forms with a holy mission
To our struggling brother-toilers,
Helping in perfection's pathway,
If we act with motives selfless ;
For we know the only witness
Is our ever watohful Father.

Every thought we scatter broadcast
Speeds on aery wings, alighting
Where we send,—although perceived not,
Ever active, ever living,
Leaves its impress in the mind-world,
Flits along the silvery pathways
To its goal and destination,
Working out its given mission.

Thus our will-power cultivated,
Wisely used—a power for good is,
Evil follows when perverted.

How much purer, how much brighter]
Would the world we live in be,

If each thought we formed was holy,
If each thought was purity.

For good thoughts beget good actions,
And good actions holy life ;

Thue we travel ever upwards
Farther from this world of strife.

If wo drank from Wisdom’s Fountain
Waters for the thirsty soul,

Waters cooling and refreshing
From Minerva’'s sacred bowl,

Thought, and word, and every action
Would partake of Deity,

And the woary Race of Mortals
Olothéd be Immortally.

Elubinian





