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THE ROSTRUM.

NATURAIL THEOLOGY

( Abstract of an address given to the students of the Qlasgow I/niversity in
Bute Hall, Nov. 14th, by Professor Mar Miller.)
ProFessor Max Mi'LLER commenced by saying—“ The
nineteenth century had witnessed progress in every depart-
ment of human knowledge except religion.  While every-
thing eclse had changed, it had been said, with a certain
kind of pride, that religion had remained unchanged. The
reason for this Professor Max Miiller could not fathom, and
asked, Why should there be progress in everything else, only
not in religion? Tho usual answer—that religion was a
divine and miraculous revclation, and therefore cannot be
improved, was neither true nor honest. Those who used that
argument forgot that they were really contradicting them-
sclves.  They held the Old as well as the New Testament to
have been divinely revealed, and yet they would not deny
that the Necw Testament represcnted a decided progress as
compared with the Old. There was nothing in the idea of
revelation that excluded progress, for whatever definition of
revelation we might adopt, it must always represent a com-
munication between the divine on one side and the human

on the othor,

“ Revelation must be progressive. —Let them recognize that
the divine element in revelation is immutable, yet the
human element, the recipient, must always be liable to the
accidents and iufirmitics of human nature. The human
element could never be climinated in any religion unless we
claimed infallibility, not only for the founder of a religion
and his disciples, but for a whole succession of the successors
and vicars of Christ.  We know more of the sun than our
forefathers; though the same sun shone on them which
shines on us; and if astronomy had bhenefited by its
telescopes, which had strengthened tho powers of tho human
eye, theology also ought not to despiso whatever could
strengthen the far-sightedness of human reason in its en-
deavours to gain a truer and purer idea of tho divine. A
veil would always remain. No astronomer ventured to look
at the sun without darkening his lens, and man would always
look at what is beyond through a glass darkly., DBut as in
every other pursuit, so in religion also, wo want more and
more of light; call it life, or growth, or development, or
progtess ; we do not.want mere rest, stagnation, or death,

“ Then caine what was to many the most interesting part | ©
of Professor Max Miiller's lecture,. He had, he said, accoptcd
the invitation of tho Glasgow University to deliver that course,
because he saw in the invitation a splendid opporturiity for
summing' up the whole work of ‘hig life. . What .that work
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had been he then proceeded to indicate in an autobiographien
chapter of great charm.  He told how he bogan his studies
as a classical scholar at Leipsic in 1841, and of his being
tempted away by philosophy ; of how he was a Hegelian in
those days, and was anon attracted by Schelling’s lectures ;
of how he had presumed to argue with Schopenhauer, and
was impelled to the work in which his life had been spent by
a remark of Schelling’s concerning mythology ; of his visit
to Paris to copy the MSS. of the Vedas and their voluminous
commentaries ; and of his arrival in London, and the com-
mencemont of his well-known carcer as a translator of the
sncred books of the East.

“The Work of Three Fingers.—Tho students listened
eagerly to this chapter from Professor Max Mitller's life, and
there came a burst of deafening cheers when he, holding up
threo fingers on his right hand, said: ‘And I am not
ashamed to say that during all that time, as ever since; I
maintainod myself by theso three fingers.” In the light of
hig life’s labours he addressed himself, he declared in con-
clusion, to that course of lectures on natural theology ; and
he wanted, if possible, to show how the road which leads
from the science of language to the science of mythology and
to the science of thought was the only safe road by which to
approach the science of religion. When Professor Max
Mitller resiimed his lecture on Friday afternoon, there was,
ag at the first lecture, a very large andience, in spite of the
weather of the wildest description. The Professor seoms to
have thought he would have an audience of about fifty, but
instead it has numbered nearer a thousand. The sccond
looture was chiefly dovoted to a survey of definitions of
religion, but in his opening sentences he pointed out that “as
the science of religion was a physical science, its glory was
that it was built upon facts. Where were those facts found
In language, mythology, sacred books, and laws and customs.”

[ Professor Max Miiller it seems cannot read between the lines,
and remember that there have been other facts than those of
gcionco in the world—in rhort, a power not originating with

__man nor subject to man, yet one which up to this very day

has demonstratod beyond a peradventure tho existence of a
spirit conntry full of intelligent, wise, powerful inhabitants—
a spiritunl universe as boundless as the materinl—all teeming
with spirit being, and of logical neeessity all stretching away
higher. and higher until it culminates in the supreme centre
he, Professor Milller, so vaguely ealls God. Thus God,
immortality, and the ever upward tondency to the supre-
macy of doon is now abroad; and can be demonstrated in ten
thousand ways by that world-wide movement the very
existenco of which the great Oxford professor ignores, or
does not even doign to mention, whilst he flounders about in
the following learned, hut abstruse verbiage, in the attempt
to define what religion is, or might be.] He says:

‘““ What is religion? That seemed a very easy question
to answer,-and yet there was anything -but agrecmert of
opinion of what constituted religion,. There was' need of
a careful deﬁnltton, for religion might be so defined as not
to include Buddhism.” Professor Max Miiller then entered *
into a very caroful annlyels of the et.) mological definition of .
thé word, and- afterwards gave an equally thorough eXposi_
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tion of the historical definition of the word. In this con-
nection he showed how the word religio in Latin came in
course of time to be applied to the inward feeling of reverence
for the gods, and to the forms by which that feeling was
outwardly manifested.

In his lecture, on Monday afternoon, the Professor dealt
with the dogmatic definitions of religion. ¢ They were,” he
remarked, “the opinions of theologians and philosophers,
and there was usually something dictatorial in them. More-
over, they ware often contradictory to each other. Religion
was said by some to be knowledge, by others ignorance ; to
be desire, and freedom from all desire ; to be silent contem-
plation, and active worship of God. The poet said that
poetry was his religion, the artist that art was his. They
could not contest the right of anyone to define religion, but
what criterin had they for testing the truth of dogmatic
definitions of religion? Some were too narrow, others too
wide ; some meant too little, others too much. They should
be careful in the choice of their own terminology, and learn
to distinguish between religion and theology. By religion
was meant the subject; by theology the science of that sub-
ject. The lecturer then passed on to quote some definitions
of religion, including Seneca’s, ‘To know God and imitate
Him.” All definitions of religion, however, leave out the most
important part, the object is undefined. If the object of
religion can be left undefined by simply calling it God, they
might as well leave nature undefined in the study of physi-
cal science, Nearly all definitions of religion take the
object of religion for granted. If they called that object
God, did that tell them what was meant by God? To
Schleiermacher religion was a kind of music pervading
all our sentiments and acts; to Hegel religion was perfect
freedom ; and to Fichte religion was kuowledge. It was
difficult to understand how men should have arrived at such
different and contradictory definitions of religion, but there
was 1o reason for despair. He believed that the science of
. thought, based on the science of language, had a solution for
them all. So long as man stood face to face with God, he
might feel only dependent; but when he discovered the
Omnipresence around him, that feeling was changed into one
of trust and love, and he began to understand the liberty of
the children of God.”

It does, indeed, seem a pity that a mind so comprehen-
sive, 50 well-stored with intellectual lore, and withal one who
commences by pleading so nobly and grandly for progress in
religion, ag in all phases of human thought and action, should
be obliged to close with telling only what religion ¢s not,
and to sum it up only in the one word, Gop. Here is the
existence of God the Spirit, a spiritual universe, the immor-
tality of the soul, and the everlasting reign of good abso-
lutely rroOVED, and, yet, the power is either beneatk or above
the great Professor’s notice. Truly, truly, the kingdom of
heaven is as a little child, and it is not the earthly wise or
the great in their own conceit that are the first to find it.

. a:
SPIRITUAL- GIFTS.

—— p————

CLAIRAUDIENCE AND PREMONITIONS,
TaE following instance of clairaudience, although it illus-

trates a gift professed by nearly every medium of the new
dispensation, is specially selected, because it renders reliable
testimony from a source outside of the spiritual ranks. The
writer was the late Rev. Joseph Waterhouse, of Melbourne,
Australia, o highly esteemed missionary preacher of remark-
able power and eloquence—in fact, an inspired man. Mr.
Waterhouse passed away about seven or eight years ago, and

. previous to his death the following paper, written by him,
appeared in the Wesleyan Spectatm from which it is now
. topied :— :
. THE DEAD AND THE LIVING.
. “The morning before his death, the Ven. Archdeacon

- Inues wrote and gave the Rev. J. 'W. -Arnold, 2 mémo., of

1.

which the following is a copy, viz : ‘A few nights after poor
Lissiman’s death, I was in the housc alone, and his room
rattled so that I ran up to see what it was. I looked intu
the dark room and saw nothing, so I said, with a laugh to
myself * It must be poor old Lissiman. What do you want?”
then I had an answer, not audible, but such as possibly a spirit
can convey, * Never mind, you'll follow me soon.” Tt was
singular ; I never told anyone. Mr. Lisgiman died a ,month
before the Archdeacon, and the latter expired Iess thau
twenty-four hours after writing this singular memo.’

“I believe. all the above; I will give three instances in
which the.dead have appeated to me, the living. In the
year 1872, one Sunday night, I was returning to Beechworth
from preaching at Stanley. I was met in the road by
some one who had died, and I was told in a manner ¢ not
audible, but such as possibly a spirit can convey’ that 1 was
to return to Ifji and preach the gospel there. Who it way
I knew not, but I felt a presence, and got off my horse to
promise obedience to the God of the mysterious messenger,
The following night I was informed by telegram of the
sudden death at Sydney, on the night aforesaid, of the Rev.
S. Rabone ; and I then became assured that it was the spirit
of the deceased Mr. Rabone that communicated the message.
More than two years previously he had said to me, ¢We
shall be wanting you for another term of service in Fiji.’
My reply was, ‘When you speak, I will go.’” And thus I
was told by my deceased friend to again return to Fiji.
Many will smile, some will criticise ; but I believe the dead
gpoke to the living.

“In Ballarat, in 1873, another dead one spoke to me, the
living. I awoke between two or three in the morning, and
in o way ‘not audible, but such as possibly a spirit can convey,’
I was informed by one whom I could not recognize, but who
had died prematurely of a complaint unusual for ope of his
years (and which fact I then and there had from himself),
that he had gone to heaven. He told me the name of some
who were in heaven, and when I asked him if a certain
person was in heaven, he replied in the affirmative, and
nmentioned the names of others also whom he had scen to be
there. It seemed as though I were conversing some time
with him. I slept more. - In the morning I told my wife to
prepare her mind to receive news of the death of somebody,
as I was sure some dead person had been talking to me, the
living. At ten o'clock a telegram came from Beechworth,
announcing the sudden death of Mr. W, B. Scarborough, on
the previous evening, who had died in the manner named to
me in the night. I had no idea of his illness, and was much
taken by surprise, but the communication tallied with the
felt presence; and, strange to say, the parties we spoke of
were those well known to us both, He and I had worked
heartily together at Stanley and Beechworth, and it was of
our mutual acquaintances that we spoke. My readers may
cavil, but I believe the dead spoke to the living.

“The third instance I give took place at Navuloa, Fiji.
This time I knew the dead speaker, but he looked younger
than he was when I left Melbourne. He wanted to sec

| revival services amongst the Fijians, and I seemed to go

with him and show him how I conducted the services, and
appeared as much at home as he did when conducting
similar services amongst his countrymen. In the morning
I spoke of my mysterious visitant, feared he was dead, but
would write to him by next mail. I entered into the college,
and told the students that I feared from the presence of a
certain revival minister with me during the night that he
was dead. In due course the mail steamer arrived, and the
first newspaper I opened gave an account of the sudden
affliction, and death of Rev. W. D, Lelean! The philosopher
will say it was a coincidence, but I.helieve the dead spoke
to the living ; and I am the better man for the visits of these -
three'dead men to me, the living, .

“ Another déead one, no longer amongst the dead;. but .
amongst’ the llvmg, has often spoken to mehJesuB being .-

. -
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matter must be attained, and our attention will have to Le
turned to the development of mediums. There is no reason
why spiritual gifts should not Le as plentiful —aye, cven
more 8o—than it is recorded they were 1,800 years ago.

Mr. Long spoke on the work of the Federation, detailing
many things required to be done. These, he said, could not
be done by individuals, but only by organization. We
wanted no clique, no potentate who should direct how this
was to be done, but a federation represented by a responsible

.council who should endeavour to carry out the work, and
who were responsible for the good and efficient -conduct to
the members of the federation for their stewardship; they
should annually render an account, and it was then to be
seen if they had done good service or not.
all the necessity of joining, and thus strengthening the
cause in London. |

. Mr. Bevan Harris, of Newcastle, gave some very interes-
ting experiences, and urged upon all to take up actively and
carnestly the work of advancing the cause of spiritualism.
Though only a spivitualist of a few years standing, he felt it
was his duty to take his place alongside of older spiritualists
and work for unity, harmony, and love, feeling that if this
were truly cultivated on earth, it would give a bouutifu]
harvest in the spirit world. His experience in the public
work of spiritualism had taught him that determination was
sure to succeed. Men wanted a better and brighter belief
thau the theological heavep and hell, and spiritualism sup-
plied it. House to house visitation, tract distribution, &c.,
he recommended as useful. In conclusion, he wished every
possible success to the London Spiritualist Federation.

The meeting, which was very enthusiastic, broke up at
9-30 p.m. London friends, we would appeal to all to make
the London organization successful, and to endeavour to
help forward the grandest movement ever given to man.
It is in our hands. Let us unite, and we shall wiu, The
secretury of the London Spiritualist Federation is Mr. J.
Veitch, 44, Coleman Road, Peckham, S.I&, who will be
pleased to receive donations und subscriptions towards its
work.

| Nori.—At the last opportunity, just before going to
press, we receive the above greatly-condensed trapsecript of
a meeting at which the brave and eloquent words of the
speakers could only be very imperfectly reported.

All that we can now add is that every member of that
Federation was, und is, evidently in deep and thorough
oarnest ; und if a self-sacrificing and devoted spirit, and a
truce and noble cause to labour for, can command the support
of God and his angels, the work of the London Ifederation
of Spiritualists will be blessed with a rich and glorious
harvest, for the benefit of humanity. ---Ev. 7' W]

e e =
PRISON LITERATURLE.

| Nore.—We lately called attention to a specimen of prison
literature, and the good that is cluimed to result to the
unfortunate inmates of these hapless abodes, by promoting
cducational ‘improvement. We have just received another
cheering evidence of moral progress, resulting from the
same methods of intellectual treatment, and one which we
feel aussured all philanthropic readers will peruse with
interest.—Kv. 7. W.]

*“ We have received a most interesting product of conviot
lubour. It is in the shape of a little book of a hundred or
more pages, grouping together u number of pupers aund
reports regarding the singular experiment in prison muanage-
ment which has been in progress for some yewrs ut kKlmira
Reformatory. It is printed by the . prisoners theuiselves.

(Jomparatlvely little seems to be known by the genéral public-
Only such convicts are sent

regarding the Elmira system.
there as have never been in State prison before. They are
sentenced to an indefinite térm, sublect to the discretion of

the bonrd of munagers, but cannot he detained longer than

the maximum period for which they might lidve been im-

He urged upon

prisoned under the law. If, for example, a man has been
convicted of burglary he may be kept in Elmira for ten years,
but no Jonger, because that is the maximum sentence under
the law. But if the superintendent, Mr, Brockway—who is
practically the head of the institution—believes from his
record there that he will lead an honest life vn emerging, be
may be discharged at any time over one year.

“To obtain his release he must get a perfect record in
three branches—for good conduct, zeal and efficiency as a
workman, and proficiensy and diligence as a scholar. In
this latter field is found the distinguishing characteristic of
the Elmira system. It is, in fact, a school for convicts, and
the results are surprising. On the average, it is said, 60 per
cent of convicts relcased from other prisons find their way
back, but thus far 80 per cent of the discharges from the
Elmira Reformatory during the eight years the experiment
has been continued are believed to be permanent reformations,
Every improvement has been introduced, not inconsistent
with proper discipline, looking to the health and well-being
of convicts. Strenuous efforts have also been made to sur
round them with cheerful and elevating influences.

“The Elmira system proceeds upon the principle that a
thorough and lasting reform can only be obtained through a
decided change in the character of the convict. At Elmira
the convict is not invited to read. He is compelled to study
and to work over his bouks as he doues over his bench iu the
workshop, because it is only by making a perfect record as a
gcholar as well as in the other two branches that he can
shorten his sentence. The schools are held iu the evening
after the eight hours of labour required in the shops have
been performed.

“The experience of those engaged in this work is directly
against the theory that intellectual development only in-
creases the capacity of the criminal for wickedness. They
find, on the other hand, that even the so-culled intelligent
criminal seems mentally deficient as soon as he passes out
of the groove in which he has been accustomed to exercise
his cunning,  He tukes narrow and distorted views of life.
The process of intellectual culture which is carried on in this
institution, we believe, broadens the convict’'s mind until
he is lifted out of this nurrow groove and is able to sce the
wisdom of good morals, The experiment is unique, and may
have a most important influence upon the future of penal

science."—New York T'ribune.
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LYCEUM JOTTINGS.
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UNCLE NATE'S FUNERAL.
"T'was notb at all like those you see of ordinary 1en ;
'"T'was such as never could oceur, excepting now and then ;
For Uncle Nate had studied hard upon it—night and day,
And planned-it all, while yet alive, in his vwn peculiar way,
“1've managed other men's remains,”’ he said, with quiet tone,
‘““ And now I'll make a first-class try to regulate my own.”
And so, a month before his death, e wrote the details down,
For friends to print, when hie was dead, and mail throughout the town

The paper suid : “ I've tigured close, and done the best 1 knew,
To have a good, large funeral, when this short life was through ;
I've thought about it night and day, and brooded o'er the same,
Until it almost seemed a task to wait until it cawe,

Especiully as my good wife has wandered on ahead,

And all the children we possessed have many years been dead.
And now I'll tell you what I want my friends and foes to do—
I'm sorry that I can’t be here to push th’ arrangement through.

“I do not want to hire a hearse, with crape around it thrown :
I'm sociul like, and am not used to riding round alone.
Bring my old waggon, into which the children used to climb,
Until 1've taken on a drive full twenty at a time ;
And I would like to have thew come upon my burial day,
And ride with me, and talk to e, and sing ulong the way.

“1 want my friend tlxe minister—the best of preacher folks,
With whom I've argued, prayed, and wept, and swapped a thousaud.
jukes—
To talk o sermon to the friends, and nuke it sweet, but stroug ;
"And, recollect, I don't beljeve in speeches over long.
And tell him, notwsthstandmg all his eloquence and worth,
“I'won’t be the first time 1 have slept when he was holding forth.
I'd like two texts, and one shall be by Bible covers pressed,
Antl vne [rown uutasulc ‘that shall lCdd ‘He did his lu\ el bust

L]
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“ And any one I've given help—tv comfort or to save—
Just bring a flower, or sprig of green, and throw it in the grave.
Please have a pleasant, social, time round the subscriber’s bier,
And no one but my enemies must shed a single tear.
You simply say, ‘Old Uncle Nate, whatever may befall,
Is having, probably, to-day the best time of us all !
He's shaking hands, two at a time, with several hundred friends,
And giving us who stay behind good gilt-edged recomwmends ! ”

They tried to follow all the rules that Uncle Nate laid down ;

When he was dead they came to him from every house in town.

The children did their best to sing, but could not quite be heard ;

The parson had a sermon there, but did not speak a word.

Of course, they buried him in flowers, and kissed him as he lay,

For not a soul in all that town but he had helped some way ;

But when they tried to mould his mound without the tears’ sweet

. leaven,

There rose loud soba that Uncle Nate could almast hear in heaven.
— Harpers' Weekly.

CHRONICLE OF SOCIETARY WORK.

Bacur.—Mr. E. W. Wallis lectured to goud audiences, crowded at
night, dealing with questions in the usual eloquent and instructive
style.

BinMINGHAM, 92, Ashted Row.—An address, by Miss Power, on
the words “1 believe in the Communion of Szunt,s, was followed by
Mrs. Elliott’'s remarkably lucid clairvoyance. In many instances she
gave both names to the same member of the audience.—Cor.

BLACKBURN.—Mrs. Gregg addressed crowded audiences.
strangers were present and good tests were given.—4. 4.

Braprorp. Ripley Strect.—The countrols of Mrs. Ruasell spoke
well, and gave encouraging advice. Afternoon : ‘Clothed with
Humamty " Evening: ‘' Freedom.” Very gooud clairvoyance after
each address ; 40 descriptions, 36 recognized. Very crowded audiences,
wany having to go away disappointed. —T'. T.

CLECKHEATON.—Mrs. Dickenson's guides gave two splendid dis-
courses, Afternoon subject: ‘* Where are the dead 1" h\ ening: “ Con-
cerning spiritual gifts I would not have you ignorant.” It was Mrs.
Dickenson's first visit, but we hope not the last. She has left un im-
pression which will not be easily erased. Successful cluirvoyance at
each service. Hall full—W. H. N.

CoLng.—As Mra. Beanland did not appear, three of vur own young
wediums officiated for the first time. We had a grand day, Mr.
Croasdale gave two splendid lectures ; afternoon, on * Christianity ;"
ovening, ‘‘ He that humbles himself shall be exalted, he that exalteth
himself shall be abased.” Miss Manley gave 34 clairvoyaut descriptions,
3:) recoguized. Miss Rushton gave the closing invocations. Good
audiences.—J/. W. C.

Cowns. Leptou.—Mrs. Scott's first visit to Cowms gave great
satisfactiou The guides spoke on * What dues spiritualisin teach 7”
Evening: “ Man's inhumanity to man makes countless thousands
mourn.” 13 clairvoyant descriptions, 10 recognized.— . M.

Cm;,\woun AND Higu Prak.—Morning's discourse on * Qur future
Howmes.” It was pointed out that each individuality was the product
of its progress during earth life. As death cleared the sensitive
faculties, all found their future home to be equal to the psychalogical
daily record of the past. The misshapen stones could not be re-dressed,
but others more beautifully carved would draw the mind to lngber
things. Evening: **By whom do we inherit the Kingdom of Ieaven,”
A gradual progress had raised man to higher ideals, No one could act
for another, however much he loved hi, as each nct was self-registered.
As the Km{,dom of Heaven was merely the ideal of each, all gained
that ngdom by their spiritual birth, Questions followed, and both
meetings were crowded.— W. Walker,

DarweN, —Afternoon : In the absence of Mr. Hunt, addresses were
given Ly our President, Mr. Harwood; and in the evening by Mr,
J. Walsh, of Blackburn. Subjects, “ Live to do good " and ** What we
teach, and why we teach it,” ‘“The Good Life,” * Universal Brother-
hood,” “ Spiritual Guodness, and  “ Progression " were dealt with
exhaubmely, and listened to-by orderly and intelligent audiences.
Clairvoyance apart from thought reading was fully t,xplamod I think
some of our engaged speakers do not recognise the utmost importunce
to the general public, of keeping their appointments. At a time when
we are so much opposed in our endeavours to spread the truth, 1 t.lnnk
sucieties have a right to expect that whoever is engaged should’ stick o
" their engagement whatever else they have in view, exclusive of sickness
and other unavoidable causes.

DewsBURY,—December 3rd. Mr. Stansfiell spoke on various
subjects, such as the “Development of OQur Gitts,” *“The Study of
Qurselves,” ** The Evidences of the Healing Powers Implanted within
Us,” several instances of their successful application being given. He
wmade stroug appeals to his auditors to devote their time, talents, and,
lives to the work of up-lifting their less fortunate fellows,—December
9th, Mr. Armitage delighted friends by themauner in which he handled
subjects frow the audience. Many strangers took great interest in
forwarding questions on * Comparative Bible and Spiritualistic Morals,”
“The Divinity of Christ,” “ How may a Truthsecker arrive at a true
solution of Spiritualism?’” &c. A uumber could not be dealt with for
want of time. The continuing articles in the Dewabury Reporter, und
the fact of our having advertised in that paper, largely conduced to the
. increased imterest shown in the asking of qucestions.— W. S.

Many

EccLEsHILL.—Owing fo a muuuderstundwg of above nddress, Mrs. .

Mercer arrived too late for afternoon service. In the evcuing her guide
spoke upon “ Where are the White Robed Throng ?” puinting out the
fallacy of believing (whatever may. have been your conduct) that the
blood of Jesus would absolve you and place you amongst the white-
robed ones. Ye must live the life, for whatever ye sow that ‘also shall
ye reap. The discourse was listened to attentively by a small audience.’
+ 13 clairvoyant descriptions, 10 recogunized.— W. B.

Exgrer.  Loingbrovk Chapel.-—6-30, Mr. W. Shepherd | p:esxded
Mr, Edwards gave a ]nm.t;u,al nddxess on’ “The Work of the Angels,”

_“* of these ‘things.”
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and recounted many instances from the earliest titmes to the present,
where the ang 1s had acted as messengers to man. He pouinted out that
if we wished for angel communications we must strive to be fit to
receive them, and if we would but have faith predominating, then the
angels would work in and through us. The address was listened to with
deep atteation.—Cor, Sec.

FELLING.—-In the absence of Mr. Campbell, through sicknces, the
- guides of Mr. Gray gave a splendid address on ‘‘ Man, Spirit, and Angel.”
which was exceedingly well handled, giving entire satisfaction. The
hall was comfortably full.—@. L.

Grassow.—Mr. W. V. Wyldes has concluded a most successful
series of three lectures, to crowded audiences, under the control of hix
spirit guides, On Tlmretlay, spiritualism in general was treated, with
special reference to the “ Fox fiascu.” Sunday morning, the question,
chosen by the audience, “Is it in the power of any Jperson to com-
municate with the spirit world ?*’ was replied to in aJmost lucid and
practical manner» The spirit guide particularly referred tothe laws
goveruing entranced mediumship, which does not necessarily imply the
tutal subjection of a normal capacity. There were ditferent degrees of
entrancement. The mind of the medium is not always obscured,
though at times cousciousness is swept entirely away. The query,
““How is it the spirit world does not communicate oftener " was
satisfactorily replied to. Evening subject, by the audience,+, What is
the difference between the life of a Mortal and that of a Spirit " was
ably discussed, and met with marked approval. Prophetically speaking,
the guide said, spiritualism will be the death-blow to religious pre-
judice, blgoh), and superstition ; to all shams and humbugs, Spiri-
tualismn evolves the truth only, leading the world on to eternal progress.
Mr. Wyldes is & most powerful medium.—¢. W, W.

Havuirax. Mechanics’ Hall.—The above beautiful and commodious
building, having been specially engaged for Mrs. Hardinge Britten last
Sunday, was crowded with large and eager audiences, who listened with
the most profound interest to the eloquent addresses of the speaker.
At night, every available seat in the large hall, gallery, and platforw,
witt occupied, and the six subjects sent up by the audience, were s0
dealt with, a8 to excite astonishment aud interest in cvery instance.
We all think Mrs, Britten more powerful and eloquent than ever, siuce
her long illness. Dec. 6th: Mrs. Gregg gave her valuable services
towards the’ building fund. The Thursday eveniug services are dis-
continued. Dec. 10th: Mr. Collins Briggs gave a good practical
address, aud Mrs. Brigygs gave eleven descriptions, ten recognized.

HeckMoNDWIKE.  Church Street.—Mr. Bush delivered two excel-
lent addresses. Afternoon: “ Why I became a Spiritualist.” Evening:
“ Inspiration.” Subjects well handled. Fair attendance.—J. C.

HuvpersrikLp, Brook Street.—Miss Wilson addressed crowded
audiences, giving earnest addresses and good clairvoyance. Out of ten
descriptions cight were recognized. —J. B

HuppersrieLp, Kaye's Buildings. — Mr. Jobuson devoted the
afternoon to questions on * Spmtua]wm Religion, and Reform.” Evening
subject: * The Religion of the Future,” which was very good. We also
bad Professor Hutchinson, who kmdl) consented to take the chair, Mr.
Johnson having to catch an early train.  Mr. Hutehinson gave a thril-
ling experience, “ How and why he became a spiritualist.”  Everylwody
thoroughly enjoyed it. He will generously give us a Ventriloyuial en-
tertainment on Saturday eveniny, which will be amusing to our Lycoum
children. Secretaries would do well to enqujre after Mr. Hutchinson
when he is in their district.—J. 1.

Lancasrer,—A good day with Mr. G. Smith, of Colue, who spoke
on subjects from the audience, afternoon and evening, and dealt with
them in o very instructive and satisfactory manner, Afternoon sub-
ject: “ Christianity: past, present, and future.” lvening: “ The origin
of evil.”  Fair audiences.—J. B.

LigicesTEr.—Mrs. Barnes, of Nottingham, under umtrol delivered
two lectures. Afternoon subject: “ The Day after Death.” Evening:
*“ Is spiritualism true, or the Bible false t""—W. J. 0.

Lkia.—Morning: Private circle. Kvening: “An hour after death.”
Afterwards clairvoyance, surroundings being well recognized. Miss
Jones, of Liverpol, ofliciated as medium,—J. 8,

Lonpox, 125, Barking Road, Canning Town.-—~luvoecation by Mr.
Uamwn, & reading, by the Chairman, “ Mission of the True Spiri-
tualist ;"' guod harmony. A very successful and intellectual meeting.
We much regret to report a small audience,

Lonpon,  Cavendish Rooms.—Mr. 1. H. Hunt ways welcomed by a
large uml respectable audience. The discourse on ‘* Angelic Occupa-
tions " was full of profound thought, while the arguments were logical
and to the point. . Mr. T. H, Hunt's lectures are characterised by
original thought and expressive sentiment, which is fur more instructive
and elevating than the continual reiteration of orthodox lmp(.l'fe(.tl()nn
We \\anb more builders and less iconoclasts, As Mr. Hunt's inspirers
said, “‘a man who could pull down the Tower of London, may not be
able to build & mud hut.” As Mr. Hunt has taken Cavendish Itooms
on his own responsibility, we hope Loundon spiritualists will rally round
and encourage him. Success nlways commands success.—J, P.

LonDoN. 309, Essex Road.—Very good attendance. Mr. Mathews
gave a good address, followed by clairvoynnce, all recoguized,

LoNpoN. 476, New Cross Road.—A poor attendance, owing tuv no
medium being present. We are greatly in want of a few mediums to
help uy on Sunday eveningy, and should be very pleased to hear from
some willing to offer their services—4. L.

Lospon. Winchester Hall, Peckham.-—Mr. R. Harper's worning
address on * Clairvoyanco "’ was ‘indeed a treat, and to investigators and
gpiritunlists . afforded anuch: fowdl for tlumghtful considerativn. No -
adequate expression of Mr. Harper's conclusiony could be given in' the
gpace at disposal. Sowme t,lwrouglnly pertinent questivns were submitted -

‘and well answered. - Evening : Mr. Harper related some telling expe-

riences in spiritualistic investigation extending over thirty years, which
were listened "tu -with. marked attention. Such experience meetings
arouse curiosity, and tond. to provoke an earnest desire” to know more

LonNpoN.  Zephyr Hall, v, Bedlold Gardens, Nottxug Hill . Gat.e-—
Morning : abuut 35 persong Luok great interest in the services, several
short addresses bcmg giveu by members and vwlturs. A wuulut,wn was
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unanimously passed, approving our affiliation with the London Federa-
tion of Spiritualists. Mr. W. O, Drake was elected to represent this
branch at the meetings when necessary., Evening: Mr. Clack
addressed a crowded audience. Subject: “ God's goodness as exempli-
fied in the teachings of spiritualism.” Several friends promised weekly
subscriptions to aid the work here.—W. 0. Drake.

LoxpoN. Horse Shoe Hall, 214, Old Kent Road. — Mr. lver
Macdonnell’s address on “ Spiritualism—a Science,” was much enjoyed.
Some personal ¢xperiences were given, and appropriate remarks to
sceptics present. e hope local spiritualists will assist us in our new
sphere of work ; at present the ““labourers are few,” but we hope this
will soon be remedied, and a thoroughly firm and lasting centre of
spiritual activity be established in this busy thoroughfare.— W. E. L.

Lonpox. King's Cross, 184, Copenhagen Street. — Concert on
behalf of *“harmonium fuud.” Very small attendance. Songs, recita-
tions, and readings by members. Friends who did not attend lost a

treat. Mr. Rogers kindly resided. Mr. Flockton, pianist. [All friends
who have had tickets to sell, kindly return what they have not sold to
W. H, Smith, sec.] Sunday morning, 10-45, opened by Mr, Tindley ;
discussion followed. Evening, 6-45, Mr, Rogers gave an eloquent address
on “The Interpretation of Handwriting on the wall by Daniel,” after
which, Mr. Goddard, of Notting Hill, favoured us with clairvoyant des-
criptions, nearly all recognized.

LoNpoN. Marylebone. — Morning: Small attendance, but very
harmonious. Mr, Hawkins employed his healing power. A friend
present gave a short address. The Brothers -Towns exercised their
trance and clairvoyant gifts to great advantage. Evening: Mr. J, Veitch
spoke to a fair and attentive audience, on “Some of the Evidences of
Spiritualism,” wherein the speaker gave several instances of spirit
presence ay witnessed by himself. He also declared that in all great
reforms, whether religious or scientific, the early pioneers had to suffer
persecution, yet their names live in the hearts of humanity, while their
cnemies have died in oblivion.--Cor.

MAccLESFIELD. —Miss Pimblott’'s guides spoke on a subject chosen
by the audience, *‘ What is truth, and where i8 it?” 1f a person
followed a belief, when all the world, so to speak, was against hiro, there
was some truth in that belief. It is just as monstrous to say that
Christianity, as taught to-day, is the teaching of Christ, as to say that
God is responsible for everything man does wrong. The truth is
found in the little child as it grows to maturity, The truth always is
found in your hearts. Full attendance.—W. P,

MancHESTER.  Psychological Hall.-~Afternoon: Mr. Crutchley
delivered an interesting discourse, showing the many advantages of
spiritualism over other forms of religious teaching. The controls of
Mrs. Billinge described a large number of spirit surroundings, many
being recognized, Evening : Our local medium gave a grand discourse
on “ Spiritualism, Social, Political, and Religious,” expounding very
ably the grandeur of its principlesx in allowing every individual free-
dom of thought and action. A solo was also sung by Mr. A. Smith.
A good day with our several friends, we hope to have many more of a
similar kind.—J. H, H,

MIDDLESBROUGH.—6-30. An able address by Mr. Creighton on
“ Spiritual Science.” While there were, unfortunately, pretenders,
who gave force to Huxley's epigram, the fact remained impregnable,
that in a “ circle”’ constructed on scientific and harmonious principles,
with positive and negative sitters alternately, the spiritual telegraph
was a8 workable as the copper and zinc battery of science. The honest
sceptic was the friend tv fact and the foe to fraud, and welcomed by
reasonable spiritualists as an investigator.

MonkwrARMOUTH.—6-30: Mr. Hoey’s guides gave a grand address
vn * A God of love, and a God of kindness,” A few delineations were
given, mostly recognized.—(. E.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—We were disappointed by the speaker we
liad announced being unable to attend, but the platform was ably vceu-
pied by Messrs. George Wilson and H, A. Kersey.—F. 5.

NoORTHAMPTON.—Mr. Lees, of Loundon, spoke for us. Afternoon
subject: “ Proof of Immortality.” FEvening: * Spirit homes.” Both
discourses were truly grand,—7'. X, :

Nonrtd SHi1eLDs. 41, Borough Road.—Mr., G. Forrester presided,
and made some excellent remarks on ““The mysterious and subtle
power of sywpathy,” which produced a joyful feeling. The guides of
Mrs. White successfully described a large number of spirit friends,
mostly all recognized. A great amount of good has been done here by
thiy lady’s ministrations.—C. 7'

. Nortd SuieLps. Camden Street.—Mr. W. H. Robinson, of New-
castle, gnve an excellent address on * Spiritualism,” which was full of
suggestive thought Loth for spiritualists and investigators.

NorTinuHAM. Morley Hall —Mr. Young, of Leicester, and Mra,
Bornes exchanged places. Subjects—-* After darkners, light” and
““God’s Revelation to Man.,” Both addresses were spiritual, enrnest,
and progressive, full of deep thought, and calculated to have a perma.
nent effect on an audience. Our first exchange has proved very satis-
factory. There was a hearty and sympathetic influence in the evening
meeting, from which guod cannot fail to come. Mr. Young is to be con-
gratulated on his début on & strange platform.—J. W, B.

OLbHAM.—Mr. J. C. Macdonald took the subject ‘¢ Is spiritualism
in harmony with the laws of chemistry 7" in the afternocon ; evening,
subjects from the sudience. Two good lectures.—J. 8. @

OrpHaM, Mutual Improvement.—Dec. Gth: Mr. J, T. Standish read
& paper on * Psychometry,” giving some of his own experience, also a
few of Mrs. Buchanan’s tests. He claimed that it cnabled them to
trace the whole character of a person better than phrenology, and that
it proved the truth of immortality. The members differed, and much

* discussion was aroused,—N, .S, - - : = ’ T

. OrensHAW. Mechanics’ Institute~Mr. J. B, Tetlow gave two ex.
cellent discourses, the hall 'being nicely filled at night,” The psycho-
‘metrical tests given at both services were astounding to many strangers,
who evidently got goud materinl supplied them for enrnest thought and
investigation,—@. 1. P, - , . - - '

PRNDLETON.—Mr. 3. Wright's controls answered questions sent up
by the audience in the afternoon, “Did Adam die? " * Spiritualism and
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its foes ;" and in the evening gave an argumentative address on “ The
dying creed,” which was attentively lisbened to by a fairly good
audience. Clairvoyance followed.—J. £,

RaMsBorToM.—Miss Schofield’s guides gave two good addresses.
The roomn was crowded in the afternoon ; in the evening very few at-
tended. Clairvoyance was successful.—J, L.

RAWTENSTALL.—A. service of song, entitled *“ A Mother's Guide,”
connective readings by Thos. Hodson, of Haslingden, through whose
instrumentality it was written, was rendered in a most effective and
interesting manner to a good and appreciative audience. We are always
ready to listen to the grand old man, the Egyptian. Evening : Miss
Mawdsley's lecture on '* The True Garden of Eden'" was attentively
listened to by a good audience.—J. O.

RocupaLg, Blackwater St.—Mr. T. Postlethwaite’s afternoon sub-
ject was “ Miracles—Man made Myths,” in reply to the Rev. P. Bonney,
A verbatim report would alonc do it justice ; arguments, analogies, and
inevitable conclusions, were the order of the discourse. Evening sub-
ject, “ Who was God speaking to when he maid ‘Let us make man
in our own image?’’" This proved to be one of the finest lectures we
ever heard ; a veritable argosy laden with golden thoughts, expressed
in. choice language and well-rounded sentences. Mr, Postlethwaite has

- won a wide reputation as a popular exponent of the truth of spiritualism.

RocuoaLk. Regent Hall.—Mrs. Venables and Miss Cropper officiated,
Mrs. Wade unable to attend through sickness.—@. 7. D.

Scaores. Silver St.— Mr, Morrey’s control spoke well on “ Unity.”’
Evening : Mr. Wainwright, on “ True Religion,” The control said that
true religion was the practice in mau’s life of justice, benevolence, and

holiness. Mrs. Wainwright gave 20 clairvoyant descriptiouns, 16 recog-
nized.—7. M. ‘

SKELMANTHORUE.—-2-30: Mr. J. Campion spoke fluently on the nes-
tion “ Do spirits really return?” The audience listened with rapt
attention as he gave proof upon proof in support of his contention, thac
spirit return is a fact. In the evening he spoke from the subject
“ Grievance, spoiling, violence, strife, and contention,” which was much
appreciated by a very large audience.

SLAITHWAITE.—A grand day with Mr. Taylor, of Batley, whose
guides spoke-in the afternoon on *The Philosophy of Death,” and at
night on * The Philosophy of Spiritualism.” Both subjects were ably
dealt with. Clairvoyant descriptions were given at each meeting,
nearly all recognized. Very good audiences.

SoutH SHIELDS. Cambridge Street.—Morning : as the speaker
did not come, members took part in the service. Evening service, the

- controls of Mr. Murray gave an address on the development of mediumn-

ship, after which the ceremony of naming the infant of Mr. and Mrs,
Walton was performed.

SowgRBY Bripce.—The afternoon was taken up by the Lyceum,
and Mrs. Wallis gave an address to the children, full of practical sug-
gestions on life. The control said life was as we made it, and urged all
to let truth be the guiding star, to act truly and honestly to themselves,
and then they would be so to other people. Evening subject, “ The
Word and Works of God.” The views given were clear and concise.
It would be impossible to give a good report, for words fail us to depict
it as forcibly as it was on Sunday evening. We hope the day is dawn-
ing when we shall have more mediums so able to tackle such profound
subjects.

SUNDERLAND.—Mr. Wightman's guide gave a short address on
“ Mediumship,” after which he gave delineations, mostly recognized.

WaLsaLL. Exchange Roome, High Street.—In the evening, Mr.
Smyth, of Birmingham, spoke on * Religious Unbelief : its Cause and
Cure.” The lecture was listened to with much attention by the
audience.— 4. B, M.

WeEsTHOUGHTON.—T'hie controls of Misy (Gartside gave two instruc-
tive addresses. In the afternoon they showed the absurdity of the old
doctrine of * Predestination,” but at the same tiitne believed God
ordained that man should work out his individuality on earth, and so
prepare for eternal progress hereafter. The evening's address was
equally good. Good clairvoyance at each service.—J. P,

Winsky.—Miss Harrison spoke on ‘‘ Be ye also ready,” &c., which
was a goud feast for hungry souls. Evening subject: “The harvest is
great, but the labourers are few,” which was well treated. She ‘guve
52 clairvoyant descriptions during the day, nearly all recognized.

THE CHILDREN'S PROGRESSIVE LYOEUM.

BurNLKrY.—Lessons on good subjects. We have decided to have a
Mutual Improvement Class, which will be opened shortly. Progress is
still our wmotto. Number present : Scholary 80, leaders 10, visitors 4,
A good session, full of bharmony.—IV. M. :

CLECKHEATON.—Mr. Aumbler, of Bradford, conducted through the
usual programme, which was well done. Good progress is being made.
Recitations by Misses C. and A, Denham, Masters H. Walker, and R.
Hodgson, and Mr. Ambler. Attendance : 26 scholars, 4 officers, and 1
visitor. Friends should send their children to the Lyceum, where they
will be welcome, The choir from Walton Street, Bradford, will kindly
help at our tea and entertainment on Christimas day. All are invited.
—C\ M. C. [Please write on one side of the paper only—E. W. W.]

HEeckMONDWIKE.—Usual programme. Prize dialogue No. 1, by two
males and two females. The warching and calisthenic exercises gone
through very well.—@, . C.

LEeicester.—10-30, Mr. I, 8. Suinsbury conducting. Present : 26
children, 6 officers, 3 visitors, Usual programme, including singing
lesson and lesson on ambulance,

LonpoN. Peckham, Winchester Hull, December 4th,—The usual
monthly children’s entertainment was well. attended, 50 or 60 present.
Mr. ¥, Vaughan’s * Magic” lantern lecture was much enjoyed. Dec.
9th, lyceum as usual, good. attendance. In .the unavoidable absence of
the conductor, Mr, W. B, Long presided. Interesting recitations were
given, Marching and calisthenics were. well done and’ thoroughly
enjoyed. With the laudable desire of helping themselves. the children
have been collecting “ only a.penny ” from sympathetic friends, with
view to assist in the purchase of necessary books, &c., and to-day a first -
: i Our lyceum is growing, new
faces appearing almost weekly, which is encouraging.
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PASSING EVENTS.

To CORRESPONDENTS. —We are in receipt of ‘an immense number
of letters on various subjects cof interest to the writers, many of whom
request that their communications “shall appear in the next issue of
our paper.” This is a requisition that we can seldom comply with, the
matter selected in advance for each number being such as is deemed
the most urgent by the Editor, and each correspondent having to wait
their turn for appearance in our small paper and crowded columns.
For the Christmas and New Year’s numbers, we must kindly beg all
correspondents to forbear from pressing fresh watter upon us. The
notices of meetings and other holiday articles aberorbing all the space
at, our digposal. )

We have received answers from the majority of rocieties to the

(questions submitted to them in our issue of November 23rd ; but there
" are a good number (notably London meeting places) from whom we
wish to hear at once to make the list complete,

The list of the names of societies, together with the statistics sup-
plied in answer to our questions, will appear in our issue for December
28th, and we must ask our correspondents tq kindly refrain from send-
ing in their usual weekly reports for that number to make room for it.
Being Christmas week, the reports would reach us on Christmas Day,
and the holidays will make it impossible to print them if sent.

'TLeicester friends, in advertising their Sunday services in the local
paper, take the opportunity of advertising the spiritualist journals,
We thank them for their kind reciprocal action. Other societies might
do much to help the cause hy devoting a line or two in the same way.

We nre pleased to notice the suocess of the local mediums at Colne
and other placer. We are always glad to hear of the increase of the
number of workers,~ The maore workers there are the more work there
will be done, and the more there will he to do,
and to sparo,

I ———— p———

Speakers would do well to read and heed the Iatter part of the
Parwen report. We entirely agree with the remarks made.

Mr. MaskgrLYNE'S DrrusionN, — It appears from the Sunday
Chronicle's report of an interview with the celebrated conjuror that
Mr. Maskelyne cherishes the delusion, like others in the show busiuness,
that he is demolishing spiritualism, Well, let him go on with his
killing. It is not half dead yet, and by the time he has done with
breath it will be considerably stronger than he is, He will require a
resurrection first, Mr. Tetlow had a good letter in reply, and pointed
to the great increase in the public work of spiritualism which has taken
place these last ten years,

When will Mr. Masgkelyne accept and win the £1,000 challenge
which was offered to him years ago, but declined by him on the ground
that he “could not do it under the conditions-—he would require a ton
weight of machinery?” He admnitted, when challenged, that there
were phenomena he could not understand or imitate, Simulation is
not duplication, The counterfeit is vot valuable currency, and Mr.
Maskelyne in dealing with spiritualism is a counterfeitsr only, although
he eays he “never met o medinum he could not overmatch at his own
game,”

Mr. Maskelyne, in reply to J. B. in the Sunday Chronicle suggests
that “ When he feels the influence coming on he should at ance run a
steel bonnet pin through the bridge of his nore. This would doubtless
relieve his brain, and check the influence, which, if allowed to go
unchecked, will most likely get him into trouble or a straicht waistcoat.”
Mediums will now know what to do. Drive out the spirit world with
a “ bonnet pin.” Spiritual science can be investigated with a “ bonnet
pin,” and the whole subject settled. Surely mnever was such =a
foolish suggestion uttered by a presumably intelligent man. It is
but another proof of his entire inability to deal with the subject.

Mr. G. Symith AT BLACKBURN.—An ungenerous and, ag it turns
out, an untrue criticism was made by a Mr, Jas. Pemberton, of Lan-
caster, and published in the Northern Daily Teleyruph, upon lectures
given by Mr, Smith inspirationally in Blackburn. A forcible reply by
Mr, Smith was published in the same paper. The lecturer seems to
have been badly treated, as is the common fate of spiritualists,

SOoWERBY BRIDGE.—Wedneadny, December H1h, a very nice sule of
work was opened, the object of which is to reduce the debt on the
premises. The room bad bteen tastefully decorated, the stalls were
packed with fancy and useful articler. The friends have only been
nbout three months in getting this sale together, aud are to he con-
gratulated on the ruccessful issue and the harmony which has pre-
vailed, A large audience assembled at the opening, prexided over by
Mr. A. D. Wilson (our revered friend and chairman, Mr, Jos, Sutelife,
being unable to attend). After a solo by Miss Iaigh, the secrctary,
Mrs. Greenwood, gave up what donations had been received, and spoke
of the efforts of the Jadies to make the sale a success. Mra. H.
Robinson rendered a solo, and Mr, Wilson, in introducing Miss Keeves,
snid he was pleared to hear of the efforts put forth, and hoped their
anticipations would be realised. It was not as easy for them to get up
& bazaar as it was for more popular places of worxhip; but he believed
there was less antipathy being manifested as the years went on. A
more humanitarian view prevailed, and a tendency to recognise the
good in all religious,
the opinions. held dear Dy other denominations, yet there was much
that. was common between them. Their opponents, or perhaps he
should say their Christian friends, believed in Gorl, in immortality, and
in the grand. fact that human beings were visitrd with the effects of
good and evil deeds done here.  Spirituadists helieved in all’ these,
only they claimied. to have highcy and nobler eonceptions of thess
vevelations. He hoped that those who could not bee with thern would

There is room for all -

It was true spiritualists dissented from rome of .
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extend charity and good-will. Miss Keeves then rose to perform her
part of the ceremony. In a neat little speech she spoke of the
harmonious feeling there was apparent, and compiimented the ladies
on the attractive appearance of the stalls, She hoped at the close of
the sale they would be able to shake hands with themselves, knowing
that each had done their duty and were justly rewarded. She then
declared the sale open. The following is a list of the stalls: No. 1,
Refreshment, tastefully decorated, the prettiest stall in the room, was
presided over by Mesdames Copley, Jas. Robinson, Gaukroger, and
Miss Broadbent, materially assisted by a kind friend not connected with
the place—Mrs. J. Blackburn. Stalls 2 and 8, Mothers’ Stall, well.
stocked with a quantity of useful drapery articles, presided over by
Mesdames Wm. Robinson, Howarth, Broadbent, Whitehead, Sutcliffe,
T. Thorpe, H. Robinson, Hartly, Linney, Kershaw, Nutton, Bottomly,
Dewhirst, H. Greenwood, P. Sutcliffe, Hanson, and Haigh.. Nos. 4 and
5, Young Ladies’ Stall, were devoted -entirely to fancy work, and great
credit must be given to the young people for their judicious-selection
of articles, and for the way in which they have worked, especially Miss
Haigh, who has acted as secretary and treasurer for them. The follow-
ing ladies helped : Misses Haigh, A. Walker, R, Rowson, Booth, Sutcliffe,
Crompton, E. Walker, Copley, Howarth, L. Rowson, Hil and Mrs,
Rushworth. No. 6, Children’s Stall, was attended by sev ral of the
higger scholars, and presided over by Mrs Shepley. The articles were
all given for this stall. There was a curiosity room in charge of Mr,
Walter Copley, who exhibited some beautiful specimens in natural
history and ferns, old crockery, old coins, a fossilized plant, and a bat's
nest, two good microscopes, a magnificent kaleidoscope, and one or
two bits of old Sowerby Bridge. During the eveping entertain-
ments were given. Nursery rhymes by the children, waxworks by the
young people, Mr. H. Hey, a showman, * Merlin,” a capital sketch was
given by the young ladies, Miss Thorpe and Miss Denton made two
fine gipsies, The sale was open three days. Wednesday's proceeds were
£49 3s. 81d. Thursday’s £24 3s. 5d. Saturday’s £43 2s. 34d., making
a grand total of £116 98. 5d. Our treasurer, Mrs. Nutton, is worthy
of praise for the manner in which she has performed her arduous task
of keeping accounts straight.

SPIRITUALISM AND SANITY.—Once again the fact of a man being a
spiritualist has been alleged as proof of insanity, but in this instance,
the case of Major Owen, the verdict has been on the side of justice, If
the cvidence is trustworthy, Major Owen appears to have had some
peculiar ideas and practices, which do not commend themselves to
gensible spiritunlists any more than do the practices of cranky Chris.
tians to their fellows. Folly and fanaticism are not proofs of insanity,
or there are vast numbers of amiable people:now at large who would be
incarcerated in asylums, and they are not all spiritualists either,

Mr. Bevan Harris sent a report of the London Federation meetings
to the Christian World, but the editor refused to publish it, although
he flaunted the ridiculous “toe-joint'’ story before his readers! We
have so much the less to thank Christians for. Mr. Harris hopes to
hear one of the spiritual orators at Dr. Parker’s City Temple, It is
possible, of course, but not very probable. Henry George and the Land
Question may be tolerated ; but the line will be drawn at Spiritualism
if we are not mistaken,

Mr. Stansfield writes: “Our friend Mr, J. Armitage has been
highly honoured in Dewsbury by the presentation of his portrait in oil
by the members of the branch of Power-loom Turners’ Association, of
which he bas been secretary for 18 years, and from which he has just
retired. A grand tea party and entertainment was given in the Albert
Hall, on Saturday the 8th, Splendid eulogiums were passed upon the
earnestness with which he had discharged his duty, and long life and
health was the united wish of those 8o long azsociated with him,”

Horrors AND ETHICR.—-An interesting correspondence under the
above title has been carried on in the Northern Daily Telegraph, in
which Mr. Campion and Mr. Kitson have taken part. We shall refer to
their out-spoken letters next week.

London spiritualists are evidently in earnest, and the federation
mectings gave cvidence of more good feeling and unanimity than we
have witnessed for years. We recognise among the pames of those
who compose the Council, the names of many faithful and earnest
workers, who will know how to be patient and plodding, and-by work,
win for the truth a recognition and jlace it has never had.

Sowerny Bripar,—The Sale of Work Committee desire to thank-
fully acknowledge two antimacassars macrama from Mrs. Blackburn,
Town Hall Hotel, Elland, per Mrs, Howarth, As will be seen from the
report clsewhere; n great success rewarded the efforts of the friends,
which-is all*the more creditable ns they received but very little outside
assistance.

BracksUury has hecome quite a stronghold of spiritualism, the
society continues successful meetings, in a room capable of accomino.
dating about 600 people, which is frequently too small on Sunday
evenings,  Active and strenuous efforfs are being made to raise a
building fund. The Lyceum is one of the largest and most energotically
conducted in the country.

One of our readers says : “ For wecks past [ have been puzzled as
to what was moet suitable for Christias presents.  Happening to see
an advertisement abont Parker’s Ceylon Tea at 28 per 1, in The Two
Worlds, U sent for a parcel, which I received done up in nice little
packets of J1h, b, and 11h, each, And it certainly-is the Dest tea at

‘the price. 1 ever tasted.” —(See Advt, | ' '

D. D. Homw: His Livke axn Misstoy,—In these days when spiri-
tualism is the butt for every coneeited conjuror, and know-it<all wind-
bag, 1t is advisable that every spiritnalist should possess the above-
named book, wherein unimpeachable testimony to the phenomena will

. be fornd, and confutations of the many slanders against its hero.  (See

a‘th‘) ‘ . * * . )









