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THE CREEDAL FIDDLE.

One finds in the Bible infant baptism, another be-
liever’s baptism ; one ordination, another liberty of
ministry ; one a post-millennial advent, another a
pre-millennial advent (a thousand years is of small
account in theology); one trinity, another unity;
one a personal devil, another an evil influence; one
election, another free grace; one perseverance, an-
other falling from grace; one progressive sanctifica-
tion, another instantaneous sanctification ; one eter-
nal punishment, another annihilation, and another
universal restoration; one an intermediate state
after death, another an immediate heaven; and so
on. All these views are confidently proved from the
words of the Bible by each divinely illuminated
student; and each inspired Dbeliever through the
ages has denounced or cursed or murdered the other
inspired believer.—R. C. Adams.

Considering all the heresies, the enormous crimes,
the wickedness, the astounding follies, which the
Bible has been made to justify, and which its indis-
criminate reading has suggested ; considering that
it has been, indeed, the sword which our Lord said
he was sending, and that not the devil himself could
have invented an implement more potent to fill the
hated world with lies and blood and fury, I think
certainly that to send hawkers over the world loaded
with copies of this book, scattering it in all places,
among all persons, . is the most culpable
folly of which it imossible for man to be guiﬂy.—
James Anthony Froude.

Bible-making is easily enough executed if you, or
Ezra, or anyone else, only keep up a due blending and
admixture of ambignity and incomprehensibility.

.

J

Speak to the vulgar in language they understand,
and they think you are simply one of themselves.
But it is very different when you, or Ezra, or anyone
else, burst out into, “And they four had one like-
ness; and their appearance and their work was as
it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. When
they went they went upon their four sides; and
they turned not when they went. As for their rings,
they were so high that they were dreadful; and
their rings were full of eyes round about them four.
And when the living creatures went the wheels went
by them ; and when the living creatures were lifted
up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up ” (Ezek.
i, 16-19).—Saladin.

‘Who wrote the New Testament? I do not know.
Who does know? Nobody. We have found many
manuscripts containing portions of the New Testa-
ment. Some of these manuscripts leave out five or
six books—many of them. Others more; others
less. No two of these manuscripts agree. Nobod
knows who wrote these manuscripts. They are aﬁ
written in Greek. The disciples of Christ, so far as
we know, knew only Hebrew. Nobody ever saw, so
far as we know, one of the original Hebrew manu-
scripts. Nobody ever saw anybody who had seen
anybody who had heard of anybody t{at had everseen
anybody that had ever seen one of the original Hebrew
manuscripts. In the original the manuscripts and
go?lpels are signed by nobody. The epistles are
addressed to nobody; and they are signed by the
same person. All the addresses, all the pretended
ear-marks showing to whom they were written, and
by whom they were written, are simply interpo-
lations, and everybody who has studied the subject
knows it.—Ingersoll. o
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Love me, love my ally:
»
Is Ireland trying to kill England or to commit

suicide?

A word to Ireland:

If Ireland is ready to ﬁght for hberty, let her

make war on her priests.
®
We shall never again have a free press in the

United States until the Roman hierarchy is kicked
out of every editorial room in the country.

Christians have no cause for mourning when a
loved one dies, if they are honest in what they pro-
fess to believe. They should not wear black for
one who has gone from a wicked world to a glori-
ous immortality. There is something hideously
contradictory between a Christian’s faith and a
Christian’s despair. [ have never yet seem one
single Christian act as if he really belicved that
a man died into a happicr and better life than he
found on earth.

]

It does not seem quite the thing that a clergy-
man should get five thousand dollars a year for
preaching the silly superstitions of Christianity,
while a man gets only four or five hundred a year
in his Derby for giving lectures on moral and
philosophical subjects that are calculated to im-
prove the world, and have the merit of being in-
telligent and honest, at least. There is not a pulpit
in Christendom large enough to hold a man who

speaks the truth.
»
One reason that our people so often act as though

they lacked intelligence is because they have been
led by the religious stupidity of Roman Catholicism.
The small political organization within the giant
ecclesiastical organization of Romanism is the
dominating force which is working havoc with our
democratic principles. This force is bending every
energy, not for the nation in which it lives, but for
the success of the church in which it professes to
have faith. Our only safety is repudiation of the
Roman Catholic priest.
»

‘The Red Cross is the cross of humanity: re-
ligion’s cross is the cross of superstition. The first
stands for help to man here; the other stands for
faith in something or nothing. Let us have faith
in our fathers, mothers and children, and in our-
selves, and let us help those who are nearest and
who need help now. Those in another world
should not prevent those in this world from receiv-

ing aid and comfort. Give your money to help
human beings on earth. What is given to help
anybody else never does it.
3
No man is an Atheist because he wishes to be,
but because he cannot honestly be anything else.
He might dishonestly, or ignorantly, be a Chris-
tian, but he could not be other than he is and
respect his intelligence. It is only the church that
bothers itself about Atheism, for Atheism is every-
where excepl in the church. There is no good rea-
son why an Atheist should not be respected as
much, or more, than a Christian. That he is not
is generally owing to the malicious hatred of the
men and women who pretend to follow the person
who said, “Love one another.” L. K. W.

The Pope Laments.

According to the Osservatore Romano, the Vati-
can organ, Pope Benedict, in his reply to the ad-
dress received from the episcopacy of Lombardy,
indulged in a jeremiad against those who have ex-
pressed themselves unfavorably to the part that
he and his church have played in connection with
the war. He says that he is greatly afflicted “not
only by the indescribable horrors of this war, which,
without parallel in the history of the world, threat-
ens to drag poor Europe to the bottom of the abyss,
but also by an insidious and skillful campaign of
calumnies and hatred against the person of the
pontiff and his work.”

His excuse for his culpable neglect in taking no
action when the civil inhabitants of Belgium were
tortured and murdered is that “in the present un-
certainty of this blaze of passions it is impossible
to inflict condemnation for each crime while all
are included in a condemnation pronounced accord-
ing to the general principle.” If all men were as-
sured of the justice of their cause in opposing dan-
gerous or basely inefficient institutions as they are
today in their attacks upon the pusillanimity of the
pope and his church, the world would have long
since been a much happier place wherein to live
than many of us are now finding it.

For fifteen hundred years the popes of Rome have
been reiterating their assertion that mankind does
not understand them nor the church which they
represent. This falsely-accredited lack of appre-
hension on the part of men to understand papal
Christianity is one of the chief means employed
by Romanism to hoodwink the public, and to hold
its ignorant devotees in the leash of moral bondage.
No organization that has ever settled down upon
a credulous world is better understood than mod-
ern Romanism. Were the pope to acknowledge
this fact, he would relinquish at once one of his
strongest powers for the dissemination of igno-
rance and superstition.

The vital question in all this controversy concern-
ing the pope, his church and the war, is simply this:
Is there a right side and a-wrong side to the ter-
rible struggle that is now ‘going on in Europe? If
there is a right side, then every man’s stand is
predetermined for him whether he will hold it or
not. Italy is one of the warring nations. The
pope is an Italian citizen. Must everybody within
the militant governments declare their patriotism
even to the sacrifice of their life, while the pope
alone, on the score of his neutrality and universal
citizenship, remains apart, no more prepared to pos-
sess a conviction and to express it than the Sphinx
on the plains of Egypt?

Men naturally are incensed at such a cowardly
attitude, for those who believe in him and his mis-
sion have a right to assume that he will be loyal
to righteousness, equity and truth, if there be any
reality to his stupendous claims to be the supreme
and infallible judge in all matters of faith and
morals. The truth of the matter is that the pope
has expressed no opinion of the moral features in-
volved in the war’s procedure, while all the rest
of the world has reached-a clear and final judgment
which has been of invaluable benefit to the righteous
cause.

The fact that he has thousands of subjects fight-
ing on the wrong side might, of course, embarrass
him in pronouncing a decision; but this ought to be
a trifling objection to one who calls himself the
vicegerent of God. If this office truly represent
him, he ought not to hesitate in taking sides any
more than would God, his heavenly master. The
pope seems to have been very particular about the
safety of the church bells of Belgium, and made a
special plea for them to the German authorities,
but we have yet to learn of a single word of de-
nunciation coming from him in reference to the
innumerable inhuman assaults made upon the de-
fenseless population of that noble but unhappy
country.

If the pope wished to save himself the criticism
which has justly fallen upon him, he should have
remained quiet, and voiced no sentiments whatever;
for the man not sufficiently noble and patriotic to
side openly with the armies fighting for the right,
is not justified in leading a movement for peace,
while yet the great issues upon which rest all future
civilization and progress hang threateningly in the
balance. “His Holiness” failed to make use of a
great opportunity for good; now let him bear the
consequences of a disappointed and offended world.
Popes have wailed before without gaining any in-
crement of honor or influence.

Death and Immortality.

It is a perfectly natural thing to suppose that
men’s minds will be directed with more than wonted
seriousness to the conditions of death, when they
realize the imminent dangers of war, and the pos-
sibility that even now a son or a brother may lie
lifeless upon the blood-sodden field of battle, never
again to take his place around the family hearth.
It would be vain to declare that such circumstances
do not at times arouse within men a new interest
in death, and a reasonable inquisitiveness as to the
possible ‘perpetuity of the young life that has just
gone out amid the din of shot and shell.

The number of books and magazine articles that
are being published today with the theme of death
as the motive are the normal product of a thought-
ful people, solemnly impressed with the horrors of
an unprecedented war, and with a sincere longing to
ease the weight of grief which rests so heavily upon
the thousands of fathers and mothers who have
yielded up their sons, and their daughters too, for
the cause of human freedom and happiness.

It is a mistake to think, however, that in this
way anything is to be added to what the world al-
ready knows about the soul’s future existence.
Such times as we are now passing through are a
great incentive to speculative minds to Jeason
mystically as if they were propounding some of
the greatest truths of nature. It is in this way
that a writer in the May Atlantic explains her
theory of death, and originates the clever saying
that “our boys have died, therefore we must live.”

Like all theorists, she cannot manage her sub-
ject without making an attack upon science, which
it is quite evident she does not understand. She
tells us that since 1914 the authority of science has
been questioned more and more; she asks, “Can
science convince us that we have not a soul when
we feel it suffer so?” She speaks of the “conven-
tional doctrines of science,” and finally adds the
remark that “the scientific, the materialistic atti-
tude was a stage of growth ordained for our ado-
lescence, but it did not indicate the maturity that
we thought it did.”

One of the most persistent puzzles to the scien-
tific mind is the way in which religious persons con-
tinually picture science as a substitute for religion,
or as one of several religions. They think that
they can secure no standing for faith until they
have at least done their best to disparage science.
The person who reasons on this wise is deeply un-
familiar with the first principles of science. Sci-
ence does not rest in mysteries; on the contrary,
its mission is to unravel the hidden things of na-
ture so far as it may-be-able; and when this ap-
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pears impossible, it allows the subject of its inves-
tigation to remain a mystery, and does mnot, like
religion, build up a fact upon something it does not
understand. Science is about as far removed from
any connection with religion as oil is from water
by its lack of affinity with that element; and it is
high time that pious writers like Miss Kirkland
in the Atlantic confine their experimenting with re-
ligion to the subject itself, or to kindred topics,
of which science is not one.

As an argument for the soul's immortality, Miss
Kirkland's article is worthless. Like many previous
writers on the subject, she depends upon instinct
and feeling as a basis of fact, and tells us of the
wonderful experiences enjoyed by dying soldiers
of visions of the life that is yet to be. Her whole
discussion turns upon the following paragraph:
“After decades of materialism, a new mysticism is
being born. All of us today perceive some great
force let loose upon us—for our destruction or
regeneration. A Power is certainly at work—is it
God or Devil, for no one dares longer to call it
chance? Every instinct answers, God. God and
immortality have become facts for our every-day
life, while before they were only words, and words
avoided. The new thing about faith today is that
it is voluntarily intuitive, and that its mysticism is
not contemplative but active. This mysticism is
conscious.”

We know of no pseudo-scientist who has written
vaguer or less pragmatic stuff than this. To the
real scientist it is the veriest clap-trap, without rime
or reason; and were the latter to give expression
to such ideas, the Christian might well declare that
science was hopelessly speculative, and of no prac-
tical value to a world anxious to know the facts
about man and nature. Miss Kirkland has simply
transferred the church-attending soldier of some
Christian community, a man like Donald Hankey,
to the war trenches of the battle field, and made
him and others like him the revealers and expo-
nents of a mystery which has baffled the powers of
the greatest intellects of the ages through which
man has passed. “Our intuitions of God today,”
says Miss Kirkland, “are more to be relied upon
than those of earlier periods that were unaware
of pitfalls. The evidence of our mature wisdom
is that, having experienced the pitfalls, we have
voluntarily returned to a childlike trust. We do
not argue about God: we accept him. We do not
argue about survival: we accept it.” The person
who could write such words conscientiously in the
belief that they would be received as true in this
analytical age, is capable of the most absurd feats
of transvaluation, and could be made to believe
that the moon is made of green cheese.

Hereward Carrington, whose recent work, “Psy-
chical Phenomena and the War,” has just been
read by us, takes a very different and far saner
view of this whole matter of death and immortal-
ity. It is his settled conviction that if ever man’s
immortality is demonstrated as a fact, it will not
have been brought about through the teachings of
religion, but because of the discoveries of intelli-
gent science. Religion reveals nothing, and dis-
covers nothing ; this is why the millions of bereaved
men and women who longed for some token from
their departed relatives and friends that they were
yet alive and happy, deserted the church and min-
gled with psychic researchers and those who knew
the value of a fact as contrasted with Christian
mysticism.

Miss Kirkland’s “Religion of the New Death”
is a fancy sketch, too imaginary and vapid to arouse
any warmth of interest save for the literary critic,
who, perforce of the requirements of his calling,
must at least make mention of the visionary and
foolish as well as exhibit the elements of value
which attach themselves to writings that are worth
while.

A

Our whole modern view of the rise of Christen-
dom, and the part it played during the first century,
is radically false.—Arthur Drews.

Picking on The Truth Seeker.

We have of late enjoyed some pleasant if rather
nervous correspondence with officials of our mail
service and postoffice department over delay in the
despatching of THE TRuTH SEEKER, whose de-
livery, as readers must have observed, has been
erratic. The explanation is that some one has been
trying to convince the authorities that the loyalty
of this paper is defective, hence one issue after
another was held for examination as to its mail-
ability.

At the office of Postmaster Patten of New York
we held agreeable though not wholly satisfactory
converse with his assistant, who took the trouble
to light up a desk and lay before us on it a volume
containing the Espionage Act, with the Overman
rider ; but we got therefrom no mental illumination,
since the law does not say that one may not dis-
parage interested church activities in the war, nor
does it penalize the offense of leze-majesty against
the kaiser.

The Assistant Postmaster, urbane and polite,
proved uncommunicative when asked why the de-
partment was picking on THE TRUTH SEEKER. Re-
garding the mailability of organs of thought the
New York postmaster is under orders from Wash-
ington. He may hold a publication for examina-
tion, but may not release it without advice from
the capital.

We came into communication with another
courteous and considerate official by writing to the
Hon. W. H. Lamar, Solicitor for the Postoffice
Department, Washington, D. C.,, who waived the
rule of his office to indicate that an editorial para-
graph in our number for April 13 contained ex-
pressions calculated to produce an undesired effect
on certain religious minds. We wrote to Mr. La-
mar that when debate had got back to.the intel-
lectual plane we should be glad to argue the matter
out with him at some length, but would respect his
opinion “for' the duration.” We could not doubt
that he was doing his duty just as he saw or felt
it, and could only thank him for his frank and
heart-to-heart expressions.

For some weeks, although the examination of
each issue was continued, there was no more than
the delay of twenty-four hours or so, until the
June 22 number came to be deposited for trans-
mission. A copy of this number, Postmaster Pat-
ten wrote us, had been sent to the Solicitor at
Washington for his opinion on its mailability, the
remainder of the edition meanwhile being withheld.
This interested us deeply, and to make sure that
the Solicitor should have an early opportunity for
the exercise of his duty we dispatched an additional
copy by the airplane service, which covers the dis-
tance from New York to Washington in about an
hour. It was accompanied by a letter asking for
advice, correction and instruction in righteousness.
At the same time, by post, we thanked Postmaster
Patten for keeping us informed of the progress of
events. The edition was liberated after three days
and three nights in the heart of the postoffice.

What attracted the suspicious attention of the
gentlemen of the postoffice to this paper is not re-
vealed. Had they read the statement of the ever-
inaccurate Dr. William A. Sunday that its editor
is the mephitic Jeremiah O’Leary? If so, we shall
ever regret our neglect to prosecute the evangelist
for criminal libel. Had they heard from the pulpit
the untruth that wherever Atheism or unbelief is
found, there is disloyalty? If so, let them name
the minister, and he may have a fight or a lawsuit.

Our Complai:ni Against the
Clergy.

Of reasons why the religious mind should sus-
pect this paper of not being in full sympathy with
the administration in what it permits to be done in
the name of war work, we find none but its criti-
cisms of the course the clergy have chosen to take.
Against the clergy, Catholic and Protestant, THE
TrutH SEEKER has made these complaints:

That they have demanded and accepted exemp-
tion from military duty for themselves and for
students in their seminaries.

That while they have not proffered to the gov-
ernment the financial support that could be given
by submitting billions’ worth of church property
to equal and impartial taxation, they have raised
enormous sums from the general public for sec-
tarian effort. Only orthodox evangelical Christians
may be paid from the funds of the Young Men'’s
Christian Association; only Roman Catholics from
the Catholic funds contributed to by all sects.

They have denied recreation to our soldiers on
their Sabbath.

They have, as we view it, burdened our trans-
portation facilities with their Bibles, chaplains,
secretaries, commissioners, investigators and “work-

ers,” all of whom we have classed as excess bag-

gage.

They have in scores of instances discouraged en-
listment or registration. They do not acknowledge
that a man may serve his country if the interests
of his church are thereby jeoparded.

They have put the cross above the flag, the church
pennant above the Stars and and Stripes.

They have procured compulsory attendance upon
religious services they hold in army and navy, from
which soldiers and sailors, - though Freethinkers,
are not exempt.

Their chaplains rank as officers, receiving officers’
pay for what should be voluntarily contributed or
paid for by their own religious organizations.

We cannot believe that the religious forces at the
front fill any generally felt want. They are merely
tolerated, and must hamper instead of help.

In one country, bishops pledge Roman Catholics
not to enlist. In another they fight conscription,
and in a third defeat it—all to the obstruction of
the plans of the Allies; and a pope prattles about
peace plans to the embarrassment of all nations but
Germany and those with her in her evil designs.

And our sympathies are wholly with the Adminis-
tration in its affliction by these self-assertive and
intrusive clerics that have wished themselves upon
the military organization.

This is our position, stated frequently enough so
that it needs no repetition. We ask the clergy to
compare their attitude with that of the Freethinkers
as we have elsewhere outlined it, and then ask
themselves how the future will judge of their con-
duct at a time when disinterested loyalty and serv-
ice were demanded of all citizens of this republic.

The Loyalty of This Paper and
of Freethinkers.

We maintain, to the last letter, the unswerving
loyalty of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and its whole de-
votion to winning the war. We might go further
and affirm that the Freethinker is the only citizen
who can be undividedly loyal, for the following
among other reasons, to wit:

He does not wait to see what his church says
about it.

He does not search any scriptures for a text in-
dicating what it has pleased some deity, messiah or
prophet to lay down as a rule of action in such a
contingency. .

His duty is not placed second after duty and
obedience to God, which is to say the priest.

He has no flag, Latin, Greek or Trojan, to fly
above the colors of his native or adopted land.

He can go across or come across with no ulterior
object in view, such at winning souls instead of
fights.

He does not put his country to the expense of
maintaining a ghostly adviser at his elbow in case
of accident. :

He may present himself a living sacrifice, and
any glory promised him in the name of the saints
is dimmed by the glory of serving his country and
mankind, and dying for them if worst comes to
worst,
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He can accomplish the whole object of his exist-
ence and achieve his every aim without violating the
Constitution of the United States.

If the government wants more of THE TruUTH
SEEKER than the loyalty it has evinced in every
number, more than its silence where speaking might
impair military efficiency; more of its editor than
the two service stars he wears, more than the
personal efforts of himself and family for the good
and comfort of men in the camps and trenches, the
government has only to indicate how that more
can be done.

The Emperor and His Church.

The German quarterly church review, the first
section of which is published by the Protestant
Kreus-Zeitung of Berlin, seems likely to make un-
pleasant reading for Emperor William, in view of
his frequent utterances in praise of the piety and
high morality of the German people.

The review declares that the task of the church
has become immeasurably harder “because of the
utter lack of discipline and religious feeling among
the people. Our youth, with their easily gotten
money in their pockets, swollen with sinful pride,”
it continues, “‘are entirely contemptuous of restraint
and continence. Confusion reigns in numberless
of the administrative government departments as
to what is right and wrong. The highest law seems
to be profiteering and amusement.”

Lamenting the laxity of present day German
morals, the review incidentally but gravely con-
demns the proposal emanating from Cologne to
legalize bigamy, which proposition the document
takes quite seriously. This attitude is interesting,
because it is recalled that the proposal at the time
it was made was represented by eminent Germans
as a mere freak, unworthy of serious notice.

The review, which throughout is couched in the
most pessimistic tone, expresses the fear of ir-
reparable damage to the existing evangelical State
Church unless it succeeds in overcoming the in-
difference of the people to religion.

This condition of morals in Germany is due to
the fact that those who were commissioned to guide
the people in the attainment of the highest things,
always associated their ethical efforts with belief in
a supernatural creed. There came a time when
men found that they could no longer give their
consent to a system of dogmas which it was im-
possible to verify by a reference to scientific facts.
The immediate result was that when they saw the
supernatural sanctions for morality gradually slip-
ping away from them, and not having learned of
any other criterion, they naturally fell into a laxity
of thought and manner which has been falsely
attributed to their refusal to abide by the teachings
of religion. ' A

It is one of the fundamental errors of the day,
especially in religious circles, to associate the high-
est forms of morality with religion, as if a pure
and ennobling morality cannot be imagined apart
from the soul’s affiliation with some type of super-
naturalism, preferably Christianity. Instead of
religion being the incentive and support to ethical
living, we believe that men will be more moral
when they learn that morality does not rest for its
authority upon arbitrary edicts thundered from the
skies, but that its foundation is the experience of
mankind as to what is best for man. Some men
abstain from evil because they say God forbids
it, or they do good because it is commanded so to
do; but, when they learn to choose the good for its
own sake, they will lose the sense of bondage which
imbues virtue with the sense of self-abnegation,
and they will find that “the good is universally the
pleasurable. Conduct is good or bad as its results
to self or others is pleasurable or painful; the need
for commandments from God disappears.”

We may with hope look forward to a day when
men will instinctively and from pleasurable mo-
tives “refuse the evil and choose the good.” But
all men are not yet susceptible of control by moral

suasion or “the enthusiasm of humanity”; and other
restraints and impulses may be necessary than those
kitherto used by thinking men. Morality must be-
come approved to self-interest as well as to benevo-
lence. Men must realize that it pays better to be
good, notwithstanding that the prosperity of the
wicked now weakens this conviction.

It is our opinion that when this war is won,
men will be more insistent than ever in the past
that morality shall be practiced for its own sake,
because of the peace and prosperity that thereby
shall redound to the world. Whether religion ap-
prove or not, the demand of future generations
shall be for a common-sense morality, that shall
protect the nations against the tyranny of kings
and priests, and against the exploiters of plain and
humble people by the demagogues of either church
or state.

How to Imp;'c;ve Mankind.

There is no doubt that human beings suffer wrong-
fully—that men and women are victims of a cruel
injustice—but are we using the best methods of
removing the wrong?

There is no political remedy for the evils under
which men struggle and complaain, nor is there
any religious panacea for wrong and suffering. It
seems to me that human beings must quit their ways
of living in order to bring about better conditions
of society. Those who wish things different must
make them different. Every man and woman must
ask this question: What am I doing to make my
fellow-beings miserable ?

An honest answer to that question with a de-
termination to act according to that answer will
bring about a new world of humanity.

But there is something else to consider in this
matter. What is to be done with those who are
not living right or doing right, and who manifest
no desire to change their ways of living for
anything better than they now have or enjoy?
We cannot ignore this indifferent class, nor can
we add happiness to their misery until a change is
wrought in their condition. How to bring this
about is the important question.

First, we must recognize that to improve man-
kind we must save what we have gained. There
must be no surrender of the right to the wrong;
no giving up of virtue to aid vice; no companion-
ship of the pure with the impure. There is justice
in the voice which says to the vicious: “Quit your
vice before we can associate with you.” There is
wisdom in the voice which says to the base and de-
graded: “Leave your foul haunts before we can
take you by the hand.”

The way to save the world is not for the good
to forsake their pure surroundings and go and live
with the bad, but for the bad to abandon their evil
ways and go and live with the good.

There is nonsense in saying: “We are all alike.”
We are not all alike. There are noble and ignoble,
virtuous and vicious, good and bad, honest and dis-
honest, high and low, pure and vile. These words
fit characters, and are not convertible terms.

Some say that one would have been as good as
another under similar circumstances. Then what
one should work for is to add the circumstances
to a man that will make him better. We must get
the power of light, the power of education, the
power of habit around men. We must make a good
home where there is a poor one, put knowledge
where there is ignorance, hang a picture where
there is a wall, set a flower where there is a need,
put the attraction of what is high where there is
a temptation to what is low, have an example of
right where there is a sight of wrong, give a
caress where now is given a blow, a smile, where
now there falls a tear. This is the only way to

change human life in any satisfactory manner.
L. K. W.

Leave as little as possible for Providence to
do and there will be less undone.

Vicissitudes.

Uncle Sam’s volunteering &5 assistant or manag-
ing editor of all newspaper pubdications, prescrib-
ing what their contents shall be and how certain of
their pages and statements shall be arranged, has
changed somewhat the make-up of TuHE TruTH
SEEkER. The extremities of the printing trade are
responsible for the slightly altered typography. We
expect, with the assistance of Art, to improve the
appearance of the front page in the near future.

The new zoning law now in effect compels us
to reduce advertising space to five per cent of the
whole, or to pay a graduated rate of postage which
would cost more than we could expect in return
for the advertising, or limit our circulation to
neighboring zones. THE TRUTH SEEKER goes every-
where ; it circulates on both coasts, and from Alaska
to the Antilles. I‘or that reason the new rates
would bear especially hard upon this paper.

We observe that religious newspapers, practically
all of them, are favored with a lower rate than
the Freethought or the trade paper. The church
would hardly recognize itself if placed in the po-
sition of anything but a favorite in meretricious re-
lations with the state. However, independent re-
ligious papers, so far as we can see, will be taxed
with the secular journals, and some of them may
suspend, as Tue TrRuTu SEEKER would expect to
but for its reliance upon the steadfast gemerosity
of its patrons.

Regarding books, if the reader does not see the
one he wants in the list we are permitted to print,
he may apply for a catalogue, which is sent free;
and let all remember that THE TRuTH SEEKER CoM-
PANY can supply any book in print at the publisher’s
price, and generally more promptly.

When all the increased expenses of publication
and distribution are totaled, this paper finds itself
like its contemporaries, in the most difficult financial
condition it has ever faced. “Cheer up, the worst
is to come,” is an admonition that fits the facts.
But having survived forty-five years without being
bent by age or adversity, it hopes to continue with
head unbowed. If we publish a paper worthy of
support by Freethinkers, we know that the support
will come; and each reader will understand that
this remark is addressed to himself for his individ-
ual judgment and action.

It has been some time since we have heard the
story of the two Atheists, aboard ship in a storm at
sea, who tried to comfort a religious passenger,
much in fear for his life, by telling him that life
was short anyway, that every man must sooner or
later face death, and that drowning was not the
worst form in which it could come; and the pas-
senger retorted: “It is all right for you Atheists
to talk that way who have no hell to go to.” We
were reminded of that incident by a young woman
who comes in to bring us copies of a magazine that
generally contains matter quotable for the children’s
page or the humor column. She remarked that it
was a good thing for the young men in the army
and navy that they had the Y. M. C. A. and the
chaplains to look after their morals, and we replied
that as for our own sons we believed they could
take care of their morals without help from those
parties. It appeared to us that the lady gave the
whole case away when she returned: “Of course,
if they have been brought up to be decent without
religion, they won’t need it.”

Word comes from Waterbury, Conn., about the
blasphemy case of Michael X. Mockus. Judge
Peasley, who has succeeded Judge Reeves, has
overruled the demurrer. It was the purpose of the
present prosecutor to force the case to tiial this
June term of court. In the meantime Mr. Lewis
of Bronson, Lewis and Hart, the defendant’s at-
torney, has been taken ill. In consequence the case
has been continued until the September term. The
present indications are that the prosecution will be
as vigorous as it was at the first trial in the police
court or at the(second trial before>Judge Reeves.
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THE POET OF THE FUTURE.

He Was Percy Bysshe Shelley, Born August 4,
1792; Died July 8, 1822,
By Joun E. REMSBURG.

“Out of the charnel vault of Kingcraft and Priestcraft,
Rousseau and the other great French Freethinkers saw in
vision the ideal society of the future. Of this new
evangel Paine was the prophet and Shelley was the poet.”
—“MIMNERMUS,” in London Freethinker.

N OT YET thirty years old when the cruel

waves of the Mediterranean extinguished

forever the fires of his genius, Shelley left
a name as a poet that is imperishable. But one
English poet, Shakespeare, surpasses him; but two
others, Milton and Byron, may be deemed his
equals. “Prometheus Unbound” and “The Revolt
of Islam” are the pzans of liberty. ‘‘Adonais,”
an elegy on his dead friend, John Keats, another
sweet singer of England, who died at the early
age of twenty-five and who, like Shelley, sleeps in
a cemetery at Rome, is one of the most tender
and beautiful tributes that man has ever paid to
man, reminding one of Milton’s “Lycidas,” but more
beautiful. “The Cloud,” “To a Skylark,” and “The
Sensitive Plant” are stars in the poetical firma-
ment that will shine forever.

Of “Prometheus Unbound” Rossetti, an English
critic, writes: “There is, I suppose, no poem com-
parable in the fair sense of that word, to ‘Prome-
theus Unbound.” The immense scale and bound-
less scope of the conception; the marble majesty
and extra-mundane passions of the personages; the
sublimity of ethical aspiration; the radiance of
ideal and poetic beauty which saturates every phase
of the subject, and almost (as it were) wraps it
from sight at times, and transforms it out of sense
into spirit; the rolling river of great sound and
lyrical rapture; form a combination not to be
matched elsewhere, and scarcely to encounter com-
petition. ‘Prometheus Unbound’ is the ideal poem
of perpetual and triumphant progression—the At-
lantis of Man Emancipated.”

Referring to Shelley’s poems M. Taine, the
French critic, asks: “Has any one since Shakes-
peare and Spenser lighted on such tender and grand
ecstasies? Has any one painted so magnificently
the cloud which watches by night in the sky, en-
veloping in its net the swarm of golden bees, the
stars?”

“Read again those verses on the garden, in which
the sensitive plant dreams. Alas! they are the
dreams of the poet, and the happy visions which
floated in his virgin heart up to the moment when
it opened out and withered. . . Everything lives
here, everything breathes and yearns for some-
thing. This poem, the story of a plant, is also the
story of a soul—Shelley’s soul, the sensitive.”—
Ibid.

It was Lord Macaulay’s expressed opinion that
of all modern poets Shelley possessed in the loft-
iest degree “the highest qualities of the great an-
cient masters.” John Addington Symonds, a noted
English authority on poetry, Shelley biographer of
Lord Morley’s “English Men of Letters)” pro-
nounces Shelley “the loftiest and the most spon-
taneous singer of our language.” “The Cency,” he
says, is “the greatest tragedy composed since the
death of Shakespeare.” ‘“That ‘Prometheus Un-
bound’ and ‘The Cenci’ should have been composed
in one and the same year,” says Symonds, “must be
reckoned among the greatest wonders of literature.”

But it is not upon Shelley’s greater poems that I
shall dwell, but upon one of his lesser, yet one of
the greatest poems ever written by one so young,
“Queen Mab.” In this poem and in his appended
notes Shelley displays a precocity of genius that
is truly remarkable. .

The world today is engaged in a mighty struggle.
On one side fight the Allies whose avowed object
is the preservation and expansion of democracy
and the ultimate federation and disarmament of
all nations, one of Paine’s cherished dreams. The
moving spirit of the three leading Allies in the
development and defense of democracy is, as it
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has been for more than a century, Thomas Paine.
Paine was the real founder, the father of modern
democracy. His name should be on every patriot’s
tongue. Ignored and invisible, he is leading the
hosts of democracy to victory. On the other side
fight the Central Powers, striving to preserve autoc-
racy and the divine rights of kings and, with one
nation, Germany, the creation of a world empire.
With this nation the most potent influence in the
conflict is God. The German people have been led
to believe that this is God’s war and that Wilhelm
and Hindenburg are his divinely appointed agents.

In most countries the ancient deity has be-
come partly civilized. But in Germany today he
reigns in all the hideousness of old, inspiring the
same frightful deeds that he inspired three thousand
years ago, deeds that shame the most ferocious
beasts of the jungle. In “Queen Mab” Shelley
proves one of the bravest knights that ever entered
the lists against this celestial tyrant. Had his
power been equal to his courage and his zeal this
tyrant would have been dethroned and this deso-
lating war would not have come.

Shelley’s humane and sensitive nature rebelled
against the tyrannies of his time and especially
against its religion. To quote Mrs. Shelley, “He
looked upon religion, as it is profesesd, and above
all practiced, as hostile instead of friendly to the
cultivation of those virtues that would make men
brothers. Can this be wondered at? At the age
of seventeen, fragile in health and frame, of the
purest habits in morals, full of devoted generosity
and universal kindness, glowing with ardor to at-
tain wisdom, resolved at every personal sacrifice
to do right, burning with a desire for affection and
sympathy,—he was treated as a reprobate, cast forth
as a criminal.”

He had written and printed for private circula-
tion among his fellow-students at Oxford a tract
“On the Neressity of Atheism.” Had he murdered
one of his college-mates it would not have pro-
voked greater abhorrence. He was branded as a
monster of wickedness, was summarily expelled
from college, and although a mere boy, was per-
secuted as few men have been persecuted. But he
had the courage of his convictions and the spirit of
a martyr, and in the following year wrote “Queen
Mab,” a poem of nearly three thousand lines.

In this poem Shelley reaffirms his Atheistic opin-
ions. His arraignment of the Deity as then con-
ceived by Christians is as terrible as it is truthful.

SHELLEY.

The reader is amazed at the boldness of his language
and the force of his arguments. He is the David
of Rationalism hurling the stone of logic square in
the forehead of this Goliath of the gods.

From “Queen Mab” I quote the following pas-
sages which give a faithful picture of the Hohen-
zollern Deity and the Christ of Elsie von Hinden-
burg:

“The name of God

Has fenced about all crime with holiness;
Himself the creature of his worshipers.”

“Who, prototype of human misrule, sits
High in heaven’s realm, upon a golden throne
Even like an earthly king; and whose dread work,
Hell, gapes forever for the unhappy slaves
Of fate, whom he created in his sport,
To triumph in their torments when they fell.
Earth heard the name; Earth trembled as the smoke
Of his revenge ascended up to heaven,
Blotting the constellations; and the cries
Of millions butchered in sweet confidence
And unsuspecting peace, even when the bonds
Of safety were confirmed by wordy oaths
Sworn in his dreadful name, rung through the land;
Whilst innocent babes writhed on thy stubborn spear,
And thou didst laugh to hear the mother’s shriek
Of maniac gladness as the sacred steel
Felt cold in her torn entrails!”

“God omnipotent,
Is there no mercy? must our punishment
Be endless? will long ages roll away
And see no turn? Oh wherefore hast thou made
In mockery and wrath this evil earth?
Mercy becomes the powerful—be but just!
O God! repent and save!”

“One way remains,
I will beget a son, and he shall bear
The sins of all the world. He shall arise
In an unnoticed corner of the earth,
And there shall die upon a cross, and purge
The universal crime; so that the few
On whom my grace descends, those who are marked .
As vessels to the honor of their God,
May credit this strange sacrifice, and save
Their souls alive. Millions shall live and die
Who ne’er shall call upon their savior’s name,
But unredeemed go to the gaping grave.
Thousands shall deem it an old woman's tale,
Such as the nurses frighten babes withal:
These in a gulf of anguish and of flame
Shall curse their reprobation endlessly;
Yet tenfold pangs shall force them to avow,
Even on their beds of torment where they howl,
My honor and the justice of their doom.
What then avail their virtuous deeds, their thoughts
Of purity, with radiant genius bright,
Or lit with human reason’s earthly ray?
Many are called but few will I elect.”

“Humbly he came,
Veiling his horrible Godhead in the shape
Of man, scorned by the world, his name unheard
Save by the rabble of his native town,
Even as a parish demagogue. He led
The crowd; he taught them justice, truth, and peace,
In semblance; but he lit within their souls
The quenchless flames of zeal, and blessed the sword
He brought on earth to satiate with the blood
Of truth and freedom his malignant soul.
At length his mortal frame was led to death.
I stood beside him: on the torturing cross
No pain assailed his unterrestrial sense:
And yet he groaned. Indignantly I summed
The massacres and miseries which his name
Had sanctioned in my country, and I cried
‘Go go! in mockery.”

“frantic priests waved the ill-omened cross
O’er the unhappy earth: then shone the sun
On showers of gore from the upflashing steel
Of safe assassination, and all crime
Made stingless by the Spirit of the Lord,—
And blood-red rainbows canopied the land.”

“lI was an infant when my mother went

To see an Atheist burned. She took me there.
The dark-rcbed priests were met around the pile;
The multitude was gazing silently;

And, as the culprit passed with dauntless mien,
Tempered disdain in his unaltering eye,

Mixed with a quiet smile, shone calmly forth.

The thirsty fire crept ’round his manly limbs;

His resolute eyes were scorched to blindness soon;
His death-pang rent my heart. The insensate mob
Uttered a cry of triumph, and I wept.

‘Weep not, child! cried my mother, ‘for that man
Has said, ‘There is no God.'”

“There is no God!
Nature' confirms-'the ‘faith his ‘death-groan sealed.
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Let heaven and earth, let man’'s revolving race,
His ceaseless generations tell their tale;

Let every part depending on the chain

That links it to the whole point to the hand
That grasps its term! Let every seed that falls,
In silent eloquence, unfold its store

Of argument. Infinity within,

Infinity without, belie creation;

The exterminable spirit it contains

Is Nature’s only God.”

From Shelley’s copious notes on “Queen Mab,”
I quote the following:

“God is an hypothesis, and, as such, stands in
need of proof. . .. From the phenomena, which
are the objects of our senses, we attempt to infer
a cause, which we call God, and gratuitously en-
dow it with negative and contradictory qualities.
From this hypothesis we invent the general name
to conceal our ignorance of causes and essences.”

“In a case where two propositions are diametri-
cally opposite, the mind believes that which is least
incomprehensible. It is easier to suppose that the
universe has existed from all eternity than to con-
ceive a being beyond its limits capable of creating
it. If the mind sinks beneath the weight of one,
is it an alleviation to increase the intolerability of
the burden?”

“Testimonies of miracles, so frequent in un-
enlightened ages, were not wanting to prove that he
[Jesus] was something divine. This belief rolling
through the lapse of ages, met with the reveries
of Plato and the reasonings of Aristotle; and
acquired force and extent, until the divinity of
Jesus became a dogma, which to dispute was death,
which to doubt was infamy.”

“Miracles cannot be received as testimonies of a
disputed fact, because all human testimony has
ever been insufficient to establish the possibility of
miracles. That which is incapable of proof itself
is no proof of anything else.”

“A miracle is an infraction of Nature’s laws.
. . . God breaks through the law of Nature, that
he may convince mankind of the truth of that revela-
tion which, in spite of his precautions, has been
since its introduction, the subject of unceasing
schism and cavil.”

“Miracles resolve themselves into the following
question: Whether it is more probable the laws
of Nature, hitherto so immutably harmonious,
should have undergone violation, or that a man
should have told a lie? . .. We have many in-
stances of. men telling lies; none of an infraction
of Nature’s laws.”

“If God is the author of good he is also the
author of evil; if he is entitled to our gratitude
for the one, he is entitled to our hatred for the
other. . . The same arguments which prove that
God is the author of food, light, and life, prove
him also the author of poison, darkness and death.”

“God made man such as he is, and then damned
him for being so: for to say that God is the author
of all good, and man the author of all evil, is to
say that one man made a straight line and a crooked
one, and another man made the incongruity.”

“This [reward for belief and punishment for
unbelief] is the pivot upon which all religions
turn; they all assume that it is in our power to
believe or not to believe: whereas the mind can
only believe that which it thinks true. . . Belief is
a passion or involuntary operation of the mind,
and, like other passions, its intensity is precisely
proportionate to the degree of excitement. Voli-
tion is essential to merit or demerit. But the
Christian religion attaches the highest possible de-
grees of merit and demerit to that which is worthy
of neither.”

“Either the Christian religion is true or it is
false. If true, it comes from God, and its authen-
ticity can admit of doubt and dispute no further
than its omnipotent author is willing to allow.
Either the power or the goodness of God is called
in question if he leaves those doctrines most essen-
tial to the well-being of men in doubt and dispute;
the only ones which, since their promulgation, have
been the subject of unceasing cavil, the cause of

irreconcilable hatred. If God has spoken, why is
the universe not convinced?”

“Had the Jews not been a fanatical race of men,
had even the resolution of Pontius Pilate been
equal to his candor, the Christian religion never
could have prevailed, it could not even have existed;
on so feeble a thread hangs the most cherished
opinion of a sixth of the human race!”

“Before we extinguish the steady ray of reason
and common sense, it is fit that we should discover
whether we can do without their assistance, whether
or no there be any other which may suffice to
guide us through the labyrinth of life: for . . if
enthusiasm is to usurp the place of proof, and mad-
ness that of sanity, all reasoning is superfluous.”

“Christianity is now the established religion. He
who attempts to impugn it must be content to be-
hold murderers and traitors take precedence of him
in public opinion.”

“Religion and morality, as they now stand, com-
pose a practical code of misery and servitude: the
genius of human happiness must tear every leaf
from the accursed book of God, ere man can read
the inscription on his heart.”

This, it may be admitted, is not the reasoning
of a mature philosopher, but of a boy of eighteen.
Yet compared with the reasoning of this boy the
reasoning of the average theologian sounds like the
senseless prattle of a babe.

“Queen Mab,” like the “Age of Reason,” was
written, as its author believed, in the presence of
death, and this with its intense earnestness gives it
the stamp of sincerity. In a note on the poem
Mrs. Shelley says: “Ill-health made him believe
that his race would soon.be run; that a year or
two was all he had of life. He desired that these
years should be useful and illustrious. He saw, in
a fervent call on his fellow-creatures to share alike
the blessings of the creation, to love and serve each
other, the noblest work that life and tjme permitted
him. In this spirit he composed ‘Queen Mab.”

Shelley’s poem, like his tract, was printed only
for private circulation. He felt that he was too
young and his mind too immature to appear before
the public as a controversialist. When the work
was surreptitiously published he protested against
its publication. Regarding his decision in this mat-
ter Mrs. Shelley says: “When it was written he
had come to the decision that he was too young to
be a judge of controversies. . . . But he never
doubted the truth or utility of his opinions.” Mrs.
Shelley included “Queen Mab” in her edition of
her husband’s poems, saying, “The poem is too beau-
tiful in itself, and far too remarkable as the pro-
duction of a boy of eighteen, to allow of its being
passed over.”

Christians persecuted Shelley while living and
damned him when dead. And yet he was one of
the purest, one of the noblest of men, as pure, as
noble a piece of human clay as any Christian saint
of whom the church can boast. All who knew him
loved him. Lady Shelley, who knew him best of
all, pays this tribute to him:

“No man was ever more devoted than he to the
endeavor of making those around him happy; no
man ever possessed friends more unfeignedly at-
tached to him. The ungrateful world did not feel
his loss, and the gap it made seemed to close as
quickly over his memory as the murderous sea above
his living frame. Hereafter men will lament that
his transcendent powers of intellect were extin-
guished before they had bestowed on them their
choicest treasures. To his friends his loss is ir-
remediable : the wise, the brave, the gentle, is gone
forever! He is to them as a bright vision, whose
radiant track, left behind in the memory, is worth
all zhe realities that society can afford. Before the
critics contradict me, let them appeal to any one
who had even known him. To see him was to love
him; and his presence, like Ithuriel’s spear, was
alone sufficient to disclose the falsehood of the
tale which his enemies whispered in the ear of the
ignorant world.”

One of Shelley’s best biographers is Hogg. Hogg

and Shelley were class-mates and inseparable com-
panions at Oxford. Hogg was drawn to Shelley by
his lovable personality, his rare intellectual quali-
ties, and his nobility of character. “In no individ-
ual,” says Hogg, *“was the moral sense ever more
completely developed than in Shelley; in no being
was the perception of right and of wrong more
acute.” “The two fixed principles of his life,” says
Hogg, “were a strong irrepressible love of liberty”
and “an equally ardent love of toleration of all opin-
ions.” Medwin, another biographer, says: “He was
naturally calm, but when he heard of some flagrant
act of injustice, oppression, or cruelty, then indeed
the sharpest marks of horror and indignation were
visible in his countenance.” When Lord Ellen-
borough sent Eaton to prison for publishing Paine’s
“Age of Reason” Shelley wrote his lordship a let-
ter, one of the classics of libertarianism, in which
he tore from him the ermine of justice and covered
him with an immortality of infamy.

Shelley denied himself the luxuries and often
even the necessities of life to alleviate the miseries
of his fellow men. “Without a murmur, without
ostentation,” says Symonds, “this heir of the rich-
est baronet in Sussex illustrated by his own con-
duct those principles of democratic simplicity and
fraternal charity which formed his political and
social creed.” While in frail health himself he
took a course in hospital work and surgery that he
might be of greater service to the poor. De Quincy
says: ‘“Shelley would from his earliest manhood
have sacrificed all he possessed for any compre-
hensive purpose of good for the race of man. He
dismissed all insults and injuries from his mem-
ory.” In his preface to “The Cenci” Shelley says:
“The fit return to make to the most enormous in-
juries is kindness and forbearance.” ‘“His gener-
osity and charity,” says Walter Savage Landor,
“went far beyond those of any man, I believe, at
present in existence. He was never known to
speak evil of an enemy, unless that enemy had
done some injustice to another.” Landor, who
had been prejudiced against him by the slanders
of his enemies, thus reproaches himself for his
error: “I blush in anguish at my prejudice and
injustice.” When Lord Byron was on the point
of being killed by an enraged Italian dragoon Shel-
ley threw his own body between that of Byron’s
and his antagonist’s sword and saved his life. “I
cannot understand it,” exclaimed Byron, afterwards
referring to the act, “a man to run upon a naked
sword for another!” “He was,” says Byron, “the
most gentle, the most amiable, the least worldly-
minded person I ever met—the purest nature I
have ever known.”

The most eminent critic of the nineteenth cen-
tury, belonging to a foreign race and the representa-
tive of a rival literature, M. Taine, while deploring
what he deems the extreme radical views of Shel-
ley, generously acknowledges his greatness as a
poet and his nobility as a man. This is Taine's
measure of him: “One of the greatest poets of the
age, son of a rich baronet, beautiful as an angel, of
extraordinary precocity, gentle, generous, tender,
overflowing with all the gifts of heart, mind, birth,
and fortune. . . . From his birth he had ‘the vi-
sion’ of sublime beauty and happiness; and the con-
templation of an ideal world set him in arms
against the real. . . . He judged society by the
oppression which he underwent, and man by the
generosity which he felt in himself; thought that
man was good, and socicty bad, and that it was
only necessary to suppress established institutions
to make earth a ‘paradise.” He became a republi-
can, a communist, preached fraternity, love, even
abstinence from flesh, and as a means the abolition
of kings, priests, and God.”

The following account of the death and burial of
Shelley is from “The World’s Sages” of D. M.
Bennett. Shelley was one of the world’s sages. If
he was denied the years he possessed the mind of a
sage: “On Monday, July 8, 1822, while he was re-
turning from Leghorn in a schooner-rigged boat of
his)own;, withone_friend and“an English servant, a
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storm suddenly rose, the boat instantly sank, and
all on board were drowned. Eight days afterwards
his body was washed ashore near Via Reggio. In
his pockets were a copy of Sophocles, and another
of Keats's last book, doubled back at the ‘Eve of
St. Agnes,’ as if hastily thrust away when the squall
burst on the boat. Corpses thus cast ashore were,
by the Tuscan law, ordered to be burned as a pre-
caution against plague. Shelley’s body was burned
on a funeral pyre in the presence of Leigh Hunt,
Lord Byron, and several others. The ashes were
coffered and soon afterwards buried in the new
Protestant cemetery at Rome—a. beautiful open
space, covered with violets and daisies—of which
Shelley himself had said, ‘It might make one in
love with death to think that one should be buried
in so sweet a place.” Around the grave his friends
planted six young cypresses and four laurels. A
Latin epitaph by Leigh Hunt was inscribed on the
tombstone, to which were added three of Shelley’s
favorite lines from Shakespeare’s ‘Tempest.” Thus
perished the divine poet, ‘beyond all others beloved,’
in the twenty-ninth year of his age, ere the mid-day
sun of life could dispel the clouds that had gath-
ered around the morning of his career; and there
at Rome, shadowed by cypress and laurel, covered
with fairest flowers, and surrounded by the crum-
bling ruins of a dead empire, sleeps the sweetest
singer that ever thrilled the hearts of men.”

A strange coincidence followed the burial of the
prophet and the poet of democracy. The remains of
each were laid to rest, as was believed permanently,
far from his native land, Paine’s in America, Shel-
ley’s in Italy. Yet a portion of the remains of each
was destined to be returned to the land of their
birth. Ten years after his death and three years
before the death of Shelley the bones of Paine were
exhumed by Cobbett and sent to England where
they afterwards disappeared. Shelley’s body which
was buried on the seashore near Via Reggio was
three weeks later, by orders of the Italian authori-
ties, disinterred and burned. When the body was
nearly consumed Captain Trelawney, Shelley’s
friend, who had charge of its cremation, snatched
the poet’s heart from the fire. It was given to
Leigh Hunt who in turn gave it to Lady Shelley.
It was embalmed and taken to England ‘where it
rests at Boscombe. Paine lived to a ripe old age;
Shelley died in the freshness of early manhood ere
age came “to render the ethereal body decrepit or
wither the heart which could not be consumed by
fire.”

©-od

Ask what the North American Indians said about
the spread of the white man over their territories,
or what the ancient Britons thought of the inva-
sions which dispossessed them of England; and it
becomes clear that events which, looked at from
an un-national point of view, were steps towards
a higher life, seemed from a national point of view
entirely evil. Admitting the truth so easily per-
ceived in these cases, we must admit that only in
proportion as we emancipate ourselves from the
bias of patriotism, and consider our own society
as one among many, having their histories and
their futures, and some of them, perhaps, having
better claims than we have to the inheritance of
the Earth—only in proportion as we do this, shall
we recognize those sociological truths which have
nothing to do with particular nations or particular
races.—Herbert Spencer.

Jehovah is particularly savage towards females.
He cursed a woman for eating an apple, and in-
stead of killing her on the spot, he determined to
torture her every time she became a mother. A
friend of his—and we judge people by their friends
—cut a woman up into twelve pieces, and sent them
to various addresses by parcel’s delivery. Another
of his friends, called Menahem, made a raid on a
certain territory, and ‘all the women therein that
were with child he ripped up.” Jehovah himself,
being angry with the people of Samaria, promised
to slay them with the sword, dash their infants to
pieces, and 7ip up their pregnant women. No
doubt he fulfilled his promise, and he would scarcely
have made it if he had not been accustomed to such
atrocities.—G. F. Foote.

NOTES AT LARGE.

In sentencing to long imprisonment seven follow-
ers of the late Pastor Russell, convicted of viola-
tion of the Espionage act, Judge Howe of Brook-
lyn said: “A person preaching religion usually has
much influence, and if he is sincere he is all the
more effective. This aggravates rather than miti-
gates the wrong they have done.” The defendants,
who were conscientious objectors, made opposition
to military service a part of their religious propa-
ganda here and abroad, which they upheld by the
quotation of such passages as “My kingdom is not
of this world; if my kingdom were of this world,
then would my servants fight.” They may feel
that their misfortunes are even like those of Jesus,
who suffered for saying the wrong thing at the
wrong time. The sentences of twenty years passed
upon them are presumably intended to discourage
others from following their example. There will
be a chance for executive clemency when the war
is won and religion has ceased to be a source of
danger to the success of our arms.

The trial brought out some interesting facts
which exhibit the fruitlessness of anyone’s under-
taking to get at the meaning of Christianity. In
his defense, Joseph F. Rutherford, Pastor Rus-
sell’s successor, testified that he “would have been
one of the first men in the country to volunteer”
if he had not been a “consecrated Christian.” “My
ambition when a boy was always to be a soldier,
but one cannot follow the Lord Jesus and take
human life. . . T am opposed to the war for con-
secrated Christians.” This estimate of the Chris-
tian character is in no respect that which is held
by the great majority of the churches. The large
body of believers has suffered no such compunc-
tion of conscience in its estimate of its duty dur-
ing war-time. They have shown no unwillingness
to take human life, and have completely forgot-
ten the commandment against hatred and all un-
charitableness. We imagine it must be a very dif-
ficult and troublesome duty for a court of justice
to decide a case on the merits of the interpreta-
tion to be placed upon the Bible and the Chris-
tian creeds. This difticulty is appreciated, doubt-
less, by the courts, and often creates a loophole by
which the judge can avoid rendering a decision
in favor of the religious fanatic. Since mystery is
the soul of religion, it is undoubtedly profitable to
keep the meaning of Christianity obscure, for there-
by an interest and a spirit of controversy is devel-
oped, which forces a decision to hang fire all one’s
days, the problem not to be solved even in the event
of death. A revelation that does not reveal is one
of the peculiar features of religion, Christians
themselves being the judges.

The paper called Light, in commenting on THE
TruTH SEEKER and the character of its mission,
makes this remark: “There is something intensely
funny and at the same time sad, in earnest seekers
after truth starting out their search with the denial
of their own divinity, that divinity that impelled
the greatest of masters to say, ‘I am in the Father
and the Father in me.”” We are not aware that
Tue TruTH SEEKER ever denied to man all the
highest qualities conceivable by the human intellect,
whether found in the so-called gods, or in the
best of men. We are not particular as to the
name given to this loftiest estate of a sentient
being. Light, following the lead of Christian the-
ology, calls it divinity. We do not feel the need of
such a term, and for the cogent reason that man,
as developed and enriched by the refining and
cultural influences of our splendidly progressive
age, is superior in point of character to any god
of whom we have ever read or heard. Light must
be wool-gathering if it has not awakened to the
fact that religious criticism today has taken the
form of an attack upon the dignity and import-
ance attributed to man in view of his wonderful
discoveries and inventions. It has been our im-

pression that the ‘“divinity” accorded the modern
man, and the confidence it inspired, was the cause
of the desertion of numberless men and women
from the church and its deistical notions. We think
that the “intensely funny” aspect of this matter is
manifested by Light and those who side with it; for
if religion is to be understood as theological dog-
matism, it is the most absurd thing in the world,
though lacking in the element of real humor. If
Light wants to render the world a valuable service,
let it define the meaning of the expressions, soul,
spirit, faith. Until this is done, there can be no
common ground for argumentation. It is useless
for the religionist to inveigh against the Rationalist
so long as the terms of theology remain undefined,
and without a substantial basis in fact.

We quote from a so-called patriotic address by
Bishop Guertin of Manchester, the Catholic bishop
of New Hampshire, appearing in the Peterborough
Transcript of June 6, 1918. Said the bishop:

“And it is not simply to save ourselves that we give
and fight, it is a part of our religion, a part of our loyalty
to Christ. For when he said: ‘Give unto God the things
that are God’s, he also said: ‘Give unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s.” That is, next after loyalty to
God, our maker, comes—by his own command—Iloyalty to
our country.”

What course would Bishop Guertin take suppos-
ing that “loyalty to God,” coming first, appeared to
conflict with loyalty to our country, placed second ?
We bear in mind that the late Father D. S. Phelan,
LL. D, editor of the I¥estern Watchman, had pro-
vided for such a contingency. In a sermon delivered
in 1912, which he reported in his paper, the reverend
father said that if Catholics were told that their
church was at variance with the government of
the United States, they would say: “To hell with
the government of the United States,” and “if the
church and all the governments of the world were
at war we would say, ‘To hell with all the govern-
ments of the world.”” He added: ‘“We are Catho-
lics before we are Americans.”” The remarks of
Phelan were brought to the attention of the arch-
bishop of St. Louis, but were not censured. Al-
though we are told that the principles of the church
are superior to change, no priest would risk speech
like that in the United States today, even before
a congregation exclusively Catholic. His own peni-
tents would denounce him, and the penalty would
illustrate the inconvenience of divided allegiance
expressed by the hyphen in Catholic-Americans. No
small number of misguided religionists have gone
to jail during the past year for not grasping the fact
that when comes the tug of war their Uncle Sam
has first claim on their allegiance, duty and obedi-
ence. sy

What a correspondent calls “government by
Knights of Columbus” was adopted in Detroit,
Michigan, on June 18, when a disorderly meeting
of the common council passed an ordinance pro-
hibiting the distribution on the streets of any
“pamphlet, circular, magazine, paper or other pub-
lication” containing defamatory articles against any
religion. The ordinance was aimed at the Menace
of Aurora, Mo., but is comprehensive enough to
include any paper that discusses religion. One of
the members of the council, a prominent Knight of
Columbus, said it was “a mystery to him why any
man who sold those papers should be allowed to
live,” and it was probably on account of his re-
marks being reported that on the following day
this incident, described by the Detroit Times, took
place:

MENACE DEALER BEATEN.

“Fred Bannon, 66 Henry Street, who sells the Menace
at State Street and Woodward Avenue, was knocked
down and beaten by two men, he told police. On his com-
plaint, Arthur O’Shay, 196 Ferndale Avenue, and Frank
Techirhart, 1576 Woodward Avenue, were arrested and
charged with assault. Bannon declared that they tore up
his papers.”

For the passage of the ordinance one of the alder-
men advanced the singular reason that “35 per cent.
of the men in the army aré Catholics.” The per-
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centage is exaggerated, as the most complete re-
turns we have seen give the Catholics 22 per cent.;
while an opponent of the measure might have re-
torted that more than fifty per cent. of the men in
our penitentiaries are Catholic—if such statistics
could have any bearing on the right of free press.
The aldermen’s way of dealing with the Menace is
as illegal as the way the thugs O’'Shay and Techir-
hart dealt with the vendor Bannon.

A man of science, speaking according to knowl-
edge, would say, if asked whether life exists on
other planets than ours, that he did not know.
Nobody knows; but a religious newspaper, the
Signs of the Times, is not prevented by ignorance
from affirming:

“The other planets of the solar system, and the million
worlds of the stellar system, are inhabited by intelligent
and reasoning creatures. This is more than a theory. It
is a fact for which there is the most abundant evidence.”

That life exists elsewhere than on this earth
‘would have to be proved by ascertaining and show-
ing that the conditions which produced life here
were or are present there. The difficulty of veri-
fying that fact has thus far kept it from the knowl-
edge of our scientific men. Life is a phenomenon
manifested by matter in a state favorable to pro-
duce it. Granting that the other planets and the
stars are matter of the same sort as that of which
our earth is composed, and that those bodies passed
through the same evolution as this, and life there
might be conceded. Our earth has a fertile rind,
of about the comparative thickneess of the skin on
an apple, capable of originating and maintaining
life. Is it the same on Mars and Venus? Nobody
knows.

The Canadian General Assembly of Presbyterian
Churches, meeting last month in London (Ont.),
discussed the proposal of one Milne, principal of
the Ottawa Ladies’ College, that “religious educa-
tion be made a part of the curriculum of all day
schools in the various provinces of Canada.” The
plan is not novel ; it has of course been proposed and
discussed in the United States, but the reason for
its adoption was a new one, namely, “as an antidote
to German secularization”! We wonder how much
inflience “German secularization,” if there were
such a thing, would have in Canada—at least out-
side of Quebec, where it may be presumed that,
the province being Roman Catholic, religious edu-
cation is already imparted in the day schools. But
from all accounts “German secularization” is a
figment of Principal Milne’s Presbyterian mind,
since German children in the state schools are
instructed in the precepts of Christianity, as the
State Evangelical church interprets them, from their
infancy upward. The Presbyterians have their eye
on the day schools of Canada, not because the chil-
dren need Presbyterian instruction, but because the
church needs the children.

The New York World of June 23 thought this
dispatch from Aurora, Illinois, worth printing:

“B. W. Scoggin, cashier of the State Bank at Milling-
ton, came to Aurora to buy a Bible. Not a store had a
volume. He met with the same answer at each one: ‘We
have very few calls” Then he went to the Young Men’s
Christian Association and the Young Women’s Christian
Association, but these places also were barren of Bibles.”

A short time ago, when a member of the United
States Senate asked for a Bible to verify a quo-
tation, the president was obliged to reply that the
Senate did not appear to possess a copy of the
scriptures. Apparently none had been required pre-
viously since the Senate was organized. As the
clerks in the stores of Aurora said, there are “very
few calls.” Is there any call for the Bibles sent
to our military camps and abroad?

Now that the Christian, world, by reason of a
devastating war, is facing depopulation, the Review
of Reviews, a Mohammedan magazine published in
India, makes a proffer of the reasonable doctrine
of polygamy taught by the Holy Koran. The edi-

tor, in the March-April number just at hand,
points out that polygamy, practiced by the Israelites
and not forbidden by Jesus, has now become a
necessity ; and that in fact the Mohammedan faith
is a panacea for the evils that are threatening the
social fabric of Christendom and the economic wel-
fare of the world. He adds: “There are sure to
arise two parties in Christian lands, one in favor
of it [polygamy] and the other opposed to it, but
the party in favor of it is sure to win.” The edi-
tor of this Moslem publication is as firm a believer
that the salvation of the world depends on its accept-
ance of the Koran as Christians are that the Bible
must be obeyed. On the subject of polygamy the
two sets of sacred writings happen to be in har-
mony.

Such protests as the following against our sol-
diers enjoying themselves on Sunday have come
from various localities where they are encamped.
This one is from Durant, Oklahoma, under recent
date:

“At the concluding session of the Southern Presbyterian
General Assembly here yesterday, a committee was ap-
pointed to prescnt to President Wilson the southern Pres-
byterian churches’ ‘solemn protest against what we believe
10 be a flagrant violation of the Sabbath in the matter of
amusements in many of our army camps and cantonments,’
and to make ‘humble petition to the President that these
evils be corrected’.”

Are the churches loyal? Perhaps so if you do
not ask them to prove it by giving up some whim
to which they attach more importance than to the
healthful recreations of enlisted men. Army offi-
cers have asserted that to prohibit Sunday sports
like baseball among the recruits is to interfere with
military efficiency. Take off the lid clapped on by
blue laws and blue lights, and let the boys play.

There must be a lively traffic in Catholic charms,
since R. H. Macy & Co. find it worth while to buy
a column in the New York Times to advertise them.
The advertisement is addressed “To Catholic Sol-
diers” and offers a booklet “approved by his emi-
nence Cardinal Farley, archbishop of New York,”
containing “a HAPPY DEATH CRUCIFIX” and
an “INDULGENCE PRAYER” (the capitals are
in the ad.); also “a PARDON CRUCIFIX which
imparts a Plenary Indulgence at the moment of
death.” This business is carried on in America in
the twentieth century. It is a cruelty to take an
enlisted man’s money for such objects.

June 28, the fourth anniversary of the assassina-
tion of the Archduke of Austria by a Serbian stu-
dent in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia, is set down
as the day when the fires of this great war were
lighted. But if the pistol of Prinzip did the igniting,
is it not true that the concordat binding Serbia to
Rome four days earlier had provided the inflam-
mable material?

Soldiers encamped within reach of their homes
on a forty-eight hours liberty must pay full fare
thither and back. The clergy and persons in re-
ligious garb may travel the same distance at half
the cost on the same railroad. The arrangement,
somehow, appears to lack the essential democratic
element.

DO THESE LOVE OUR SOLDIERS?

Always opposed to Sunday baseball and other games
and amusements, preachers are now thundering from their
pulpits against allowing any such recreation for the men
in the service of Uncle Sam!

Granted that these splendid men are soon to meet on
foreign fields the Prussian hordes in bloody combat;
granted that many of them may sleep their long sleep be-
neath the shell-riven fields of France, if not in the depths
of the sea; granted that upon them shall depend the fate
of our country and all it means to us and to mankind
wherever found.

But they must not “desecrate the Sabbath,” nor shall it
be desecrated in their name!

Not by so much as a scratch hit or a stolen base; nor
by the singing of worldly song or the blare of a band
upon the city's streets or in public hall or theatre.

A typical instance or two. Recently it was proposed in

Philadelphia that the local baseball parks be thrown open
on Sundays for the use of the 20,000 soldiers and sailors
in that city; but the sky pilots would not permit it, and so
the matter ended. And but a few weeks before this the
members of a church in Orange, N. J.,, exhorted by their
minister, opposed a Sunday entertainment arranged to
boost the Smileage book campaign. In New Rochelle, N.
Y., another church opposed the holding of a Sunday per-
formance by a Broadway cast, whose members had volun-
teered their services, intended to swell the funds of the
local soldiers and sailors’ club.

Nor shall there be Sunday games in camp! Not if the
Southern General Assembly is to have its way. Meeting
in Durant, Okla., in May of this year it “‘appointed a com-
mittee to present to President Wilson the churches’
‘solemn protest against what we believe to be a flagrant
violation of the Sabbath in the matter of amusements in
many of our army camps and cantonments,’ and to make
‘humble petition to the President that these evils be cor-
rected. "—New York Globe, May 23.

This is intolerance running amuck!

Nary a word of protest will these parsons make against
our boys fighting on Sunday. One would think they would
content themselves with interfering with civilians’ pleas-
ures, more especially the workingman’s glass of beer, and
not attempt to restrict the few diversions permitted the
man who is being trained and conditioned to “go over the
top.”

With these Wild Mcn of the Pulpit raging throughout
the land no man’s liberties are safe. Determined to com-
mand us in many things, they will brook no interference.

They will put us either in a straitjacket or in jail'—
Minncapolis Labor Review.

THE LETTER BOX.

EmiL Freg, Brooklyn.—(1) We believe so, but ask
President David Rubin, 616 W. 175th Street, New York,
to whom your question (2) regarding initiation and dues
is also referred.

M. B, New York.—The Southern soldiers are not likely
to resent being known as “Yanks” in France. They will
take it philosophically, like our friend Moses Wahrhaftig,
who in the Mormon town of Salt Lake was first called
a Gentile.

E. R, Chicago.—If you think your poem is of sufficient
value to merit “compensation at usual rates,” isn’t it
worth a postage stamp for return if not printed? Our
usual rates of compensation for poets is to make them
immortal by publishing their work if available.

H. E. Juercens, Pennsylvania.—You are one of the few
surviving correspondents of THE TruTH SEEKER whose
manuscript we handled when, as a youth, type-setting was
our graft. As you annually wish us good luck, and we
have had no luck that was really bad, we are: tempted to
generalize on the efficacy of good wishes.

Whwnm. HaskeLr, California—Qur only source of knowl-
edge as to the number of days Noah spent in the ark is
the story in Genesis vii, viii. There it says that when the
flood began he was 599 years one month and seventeen
days old, and when it ended he was 600. That is 45 or
47 days off the number of days in a year, be the same
more or less.

G. L. GuLLickson, Dekalb, Illinois.—Your Ingersoll and
Guest postcards, with the “creed” of each, are in art and
significance the worthiest productions of the kind that
have come to our notice. That is why we asked you to
sell us a few copies; and that is why—seeing also that
you have “read Tue TruTH SEEKER for over twenty years
and like it now better than ever—we give your full address
and notify readers that the cards may be had for a dollar
a dozen.

C. H. SimMerMAN, Ohio.—It would be profitless tc “an-
swer” the Rev. King's statement that “materialism as a
philosophical theory has practically vanished even from
the ranks of natural scientists.” Only the name has van-
ished; the philosophy is “practically” the same. The
philosophy opposed to Materialism a few years ago was
called “vitalism.” We hear no more of that. A more
mcdern idea of life is called the “mechanistic” conception
(Jacques Loeb), but Dr. Henry Fairfield Osborn pro-
poses that the physical term be “energistic.” The discus-
sion of the problem nowadays is extremely technical, and
carried on in terms with which the nineteenth-century was
unacquainted. You will make no mistake in reading
Loeb’s “The Organism as a Whole from a Physicochem-
ical Viewpoint” and his “Mechanistic Conception of Life.”
Osborn, tco, is a famous scientist, and the reader may
judge for himself whether his philosophy set forth in
“The Origin and Evolution of Life” is or is not Material-
ism. It surely is not vitalism.

o

- “The putting out of the candles on the altar has not put
out the sun and the stars, too. Righteousness has a scien-
tific basis. We cannot pray with the cld faith, but we can
fight evil with more than the old zeal. We cannot read
the Bible with the old eyes, but we can read Nature with
new eyes. Never were so much courage and hope and
benevolence in the world as today, and never before were
the ties of the old/faiths so weak.”—=Jo/in Burroughs.
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TESTATION IN IRELAND.

One Great Evil is the Robbing of Heirs to Bene-
fit Church.

From “Political Priests and Irish Ruin,” by the Hon. F.

Hugh O'Donnell, M.P.

The British transformers of agrarian conditions
in Ireland have been so whole-heartedly devoted
to the great cause of the transfer of property from
one class of the community to another, that they
have quite overlooked the most essential safeguards
against the transferred property being filched from
its new holders by means as well known to the stu-
dent of European history as they are notorious
to the rational observer of Irish conditions, both
religious and economic.

I would venture accordingly to call the special
attention of the saner portion of the Commission,
as well as the more numerous public, to a vital
difference in the condition of Irish as compared
with French peasant proprietors, which absolutely
ensures at no distant period the final ruin of the
Irish peasantry. I refer to the all-important fact
that on a French peasant holding there is never
any fear of anything happening in the semi-uncon-
sciousness of the deathbed to sweep the little estate
bare of the capital necessary to its successful work-
ing, and never any danger to the peasant heirs of
being left with little more than the nuda proprietas
of the farms through every franc in the bank and
every head of cattle in byre and stable being willed
away from the next generation of cultivators
of the soil. Nothing more ruinously disheartening,
as well as ruinous in operation, can be imagined
for the heirs of the peasant holding than to find
that, beyond house and land, everything in cash
or credit has been swept away by the last will of
a dead man who can never repair the destruction
he has caused.

I say emphatically that unless there be a vast
curtailment of the liberty of testation, a curtail-
ment in favor of the natural heirs of the property,
not only agrarian, but commercial, a moral terror-
ism, aiding a boundless avarice and insatiable cupid-
1ity, will continue to chase Irish industry, and the
industrious population along with it, from all parts
of the country, including the fancy areas of the
pseudo-congested districts.

The facts are notorious. They cry to Heaven
for vengeance, and as Providence usually acts by
human agencies, they cry to public opinion for de-
nunciation and to legislation for reform, though
the remedy may be too late. In every part of I[re-
land, from Donegal to Waterford, the approach of
the death of the merchant or farmer brings black
fear and discouragement to the heart of every mem-

ber of the family who in the natural course of

events would be expected to carry on his business
with the normal capital for commerce and cultiva-
tion.

It is not my business to enter into the excellence
or the worthlessness of the motives which influence
the existing debauch of testation in Ireland. The
fact remains that anywhere in Ireland a dying man,
even when he spares the lands or the dwellings of
his heirs, may will away almost every pound and
shilling of the movable wealth of the family to
destinations which will be for ever beyond the reach
both of the menaces and supplications of the beg-
gared survivors. I have casually noted down a
few cases, occurring within the neighborhood of
the pseudo-congested areas, in which the entire
movable wealth of humble and middle-class
families has thus been irretrievably swept
away by a single death-bed. I have the case of a
man dying worth £2000. 1llec left some five hundred
pounds’ worth of neglected land and buildings to
his heirs, while he had been led to sweep away into
other hands more than £1500. Another man died
worth £600, and not a single penny came to his
industrious relatives. Another man willed away
£4500, which were put by the stranger legatees into
a good busincss, in which, though priests and bish-
ops, they had shares; but not a penny of the 7 per
cent. interest came to the dead man’s family. I

knew another case of an old man, who had been
supported by his nephew for years, meeting with
an accident which forced him to enter the hospital
of a benevolent and conventual association. He
died there; and every penny of £600 which stood
to his name was willed away to the proprietors of
the hospital. I knew a case of a wealthy woman
dying in the care of such a benevolent association
and leaving £10,000. Though she left a favorite
niece and godchild in struggling circumstances, she
had been got to will only £50 to her heir and
£10,000 to total strangers.

If the Commission realized that in a compara-
tively short time in Ireland it is calculated that
almost all the existing estates will be broken up
into properties of small holders peculiarly suscepti-
ble to such deathbed -influences and catastrophes,
they would have no doubt of the enormous gains
that are going to be secured by the usual beneficiaries
of such testation, and of the heartrending discour-
agement and ruin which will continue to drive the
industrious heirs from a land cursed by the Dead
Hand to a degree unknown since the Dark Ages.
It is in vain that intelligent legislators may fancy
that they have established a protection against
alicnation of the inanimate body of a farm, namely
the soil and building, if at the same time there be
no protection against alienation of the vital forces,
the working capital of the estate, the whole of whose
mobile wealth can be swept off by a single deathbed.

The new pcasant proprietary legislation in Ire-
land offers the most terrible temptation to all the
persons who habitually profit by such testamentary
alienation, not only to exhaust every means of
gainful influence, every kind of mental and moral
pressure, amounting to practical hypnotism of the
flickering intelligence and the terrified imagination;
but to go still further—wide though the ruin be
already—and to assail and sap the bonds of gen-
eral citizenship and patriotism in order to facili-
tate and exténd the spoliation of the domestic affec-
tions. The Class War becomes the natural sequel
and supplement of the deathbed extortion, especial-
ly when the class war promises to transfer the
wealthiest property of the community from men
who cannot be easily influenced by those sinister
advisers into hands that in nine cases in ten will
obey in trembling their rapacious suggestions. Con-
versely, it is apparent that the protection of heirs
from deathbed spoliation would act automatically
to remove the worst of the agrarian unrest. It
would remove the most alluring hope and the main
calculation of profit from the Real Chicfs of the
Social War. When the driving out of the native
gentry can no longer be expected to bring a notable
portion of their estates into the crucibles and melt-
ing-pots of the deathbed dictators, why. run the
risk of promoting subversive theories and demoraliz-
ing acts, which are often so dangerous ultimately
to the claims of moral and religious dignitaries?
To encourage public ruin for no considerations of
profit or gain has hitherto been the speciality of the
fanatics of idealism alone. It has never been se-
riously attributed to persons so eminently practical
as worshipful divines.

Nor need we confine our consideration to the
gain in money and good which may tempt at present
the clerical revolutionist. At no distant period, in
a very few years according to the tenacious patience
of Churchmen, it is not merely the personal prop-
erty of testators, but their land itself, which
will be open to disposal by the panic of dying saints
or sinners. The statutory restrictions on alienation
of peasant estates may not outlast a few generations.
Circumstances even may occur to shorten the pres-
ent interval. It is a prize, a solid prize, of lands and
hereditaments to the capital value of some hundred
and fifty millions sterling, which is now offered
by liberty of testation to the clerical agitators who
will have succeeded in finally transferring the en-
tire superficies of Ireland from educated landown-
ers to a faithful peasantry. A far inferior spoil
would have allured the rapacity of Alaric and
Attila.

It should be self-evident that unless you give the

heirs of the peasant proprietary of Ireland some
of the protection which is secured to the heirs of a
French peasant proprietor, there can be no issue
but pauperization and the flight of the population. It
is something enormous, the amount of wealth which
in ten years alone is subtracted in this manner from
Irish industry and conveyed to purposes which,
however sanctified, are not industrial. As things
are at present, appeal to the courts is simply useless,
for no adequate law exists. In nine hundred and
ninety-nine cases in a thousand it is sufficient to
produce the evidence of the doctor and the attorney
as to “the lucid intelligence” of the expiring will-
maker, and the doctor and the attorney are practi-
cally certain to be aware of the potent presences
before whom they must render testimony. It would
be instructive, though probably difficult, to inquire
into the amount of the public subventions scattered
by the Congested Board which have already paid
toll to the influences preponderant with dying testa-
tors.

As for the pauperized heirs who may cling to
the denuded farm, I wonder has it been asked
where they are likely to obtain a working capital
in face of the strict provisions forbidding the rais-
ing of loans on mortgage. Such situations have
not been unknown in Europe before. If the heir
cannot obtain money on legal mortgage, he may
well be led to seek for it on terms of non-legal
mortgage, which will be at least as binding on his
conscience as if they had been engrossed and en-
dorsed on all the parchments of the Four Courts.
In how many cases may the money which was taken
from him by the will of a testator be returned to
him for use at a just percentage, the lenders being,
if not the originals, at least the derivatives, of the
reverend legacy hunters? From end to end of the
country what a future your Peasant Proprietary
Act, destitute of the most essential peasant pro-
prietary protection, is preparing for Ireland!

If the Commissioners desired to go to the bottom
of the pauperization for which the nostrum of
the Board of Doles is pressed upon them, they
would learn much by an examination of. the cases
of contested wills before the law-courts during the
last twenty years, in which impoverished heirs en-
deavored, usually with entire unsuccess, to break
the deathbed arrangements which beggared them.
These cases are the merest fraction in comparison
with the multitude of disputed wills which never
come before the courts, and in which the heirs have
to accept the terrible law of the Dead Hand; yet
they will amply suffice to indicate the appalling
drain of the industrial capital of Ireland which
occurs at 10,000 deathbeds of rich and poor through-
out the country.

When £1000, £5000, £10,000, are taken out of
industrial employment and out of Ireland, it is a
very poor sort of palliation for the Congested Fic-
tion to go about scattering the money of the tax-
payers in partial replacement of the purloined sav-
ings of the people. And I could remind the Com-
missioners that even the total of wills is far from
representing the disastrous total of these deathbed
transfers of property. In order to avoid the pub-
licity of a will, and for other reasons, the trans-
action often takes the form of a donatio inter vivos.
The property is passed by the dying man into the
hands of the new owner; and neither the family
nor the courts are exactly informed of the occur-
rence. As an illustration, I may mention that there
came under my own observation a short time ago a
most instructive case of the extraordinary pressure
and extraordinary inducements which are employed
upon these occasions to obtain the immediate cession
of the property without even the formalities of
probate. A lady was dying who possessed a couple
of thousand pounds; and a reverend visitor to her
deathbed urged upon her the propriety of handing
the whole of this money over at once into his hands.
She promised to leave it as he directed in her will.
But he insisted “that it might greatly lengthen her
life if she handed over her wealth at once to such
a good object,” -adding -that the Order which he
represented 'would guarantee'to pay her a high rate
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per cent. upon her money during all the years she
might live. “She would thus have both the benefit
of her good work and the full income upon her
property at the same time.” Unfortunately for this
adviser, the medical man in attendance, an Irish-
man himself, used all his influence against the
realization of the scheme, and the money was res-
cued for the family of the deceased.

Two Saviors — A Comparison.

There is an unconscious rivalry between two
world saviors, and so far as I am able to judge
the only handicap under which one labors lies in
the fact that he was real and that he has been dead
only a hundred years or so. Time will of course re-
move one part of the handicap, but as for the rest
I fear that Thomas Paine’s greatest error was in
being a really, truly living being—a man.

Somehow I always associate the two, Thomas
Paine and Jesus Christ, whether because of the
similarity of their influence in life or just because
Victor Hugo once linked the names of Christ and
Voltaire. Anyway, so far as concerns their influ-
ence and the treatment accorded both in their day,
there is great similarity, so I link these two names
and propose to examine into their influence—their
souls, if I may put it that way, and leave the con-
clusions to the reader.

Now it is pretty hard to assign to Jesus the
credit that is usually accorded him without at the
same time exalting the characters of two or three
others who seem to be eclipsed by the lustre of
the name of Jesus.

We are all perfectly aware that to win this pres-
ent war men and munitions are needed, and it is
.asserted likewise that it is just as imperative to
keep men at the bench and the plow, and some have
remarked that talk will not win the war but that
Liberty Bonds will. So I find it impossible to do
justice to the influence of Jesus without giving
due credit to at least three others, namely, Mary
his mother, Joseph his father and Judas Iscariot.

Now, in the beginning a great wrong seems to
have been done (just how an all-wise and all-
powerful God could do a wrong is not apparent),
and it was necessary that the wrong be righted.
And it seems that the proper way to right one
wrong is to commit another, otherwise the story
of Jesus would not have been told. It seems that
a heavy and grievous curse had been laid upon the
human race, and the only remedy for such a state
of affairs would be the shedding of blood. The-
ology alone can justify the scheme of shedding an
innocent man’s blood in atonement for a crime of
which he was not guilty, so I will not weary the
reader with vain guesses on that score.

Jesus’ mother, Mary, was espoused to one Jo-
seph and in fulness of time she whispered some-
thing to Joseph. It is recorded that Joseph fulfilled
his contract and did voluntarily what many a lesser
soul has been dragged into court and compelled to
do, so when we consider the dependent maiden and
the helpless babe we surely must say a brave word
or two for Joseph or forever renounce our man-
hood. Therefore, throughout the whole story of
Jesus we must pay tribute to the brave and loving
Joseph.

Mary, under great difficulties, at last presented
to a discouraged world and to a blood-thirsty
Herod the means of salvation on the one hand and
a thorn in the flesh on the other.

From the first, according to the divine scheme,
Jesus was destined to die for the salvation of the
world, but the chronicle reveals that Jesus did not
take kindly to the idea, and although he passed
through the land exhorting the people to trust in
the father and his eternal goodness, Jesus himself
at the last did not, could not, share in this belief.

The immediate cause of Jesus’ troubles was what
we nowadays call “pernicious activity,” which has
been the offence of all those who in the past, present
or future did or will try to jog human kind out of a
rut and some individual out of an easy berth.

That was one of Paine’s offenses. That was

Jesus’ offense. The great difference, as I see it, was
that Paine went about his work with an enthusiasm
and disregard of what his own standing in the fu-
ture would be. Jesus seemed to realize that he had
work to do, but would rather “let George do it.”
Throughout his whole career there is woven a
thread of weeping, of martyrdom, which arouses
in all breasts pity and sympathy for the victim of
circumstances. And Jesus’ progress in his chosen
field is a record of the struggles and persecutions
which all leaders in intellectual progress sooner or
later encounter at the hands of their fellows.

Now the third party to whom we owe a share of
our gratitude for work done is none other than the
man who betrayed him. Do you not see that here
was a prearranged plan to purge the world of an
unjust curse—unjust certainly, otherwise God
would not have acknowledged that he was in the
wrong? So, to fulfill the law an unoffending man
takes upon himself the protection of a defenseless
woman and a helpless babe ; the babe in turn suffers
death for something of which he was not guilty,
and the instrument to bring about the denouement
is forever in human annals an outcast. But that is
unjust to Judas. Judas was the instrument selected
beforehand to bring to pass the greatest miracle
recorded in human history. Judas, for a few paltry
pieces of silver, relieved the world forever from
a burden which oppressed and destroyed all the
population of the earth—all who had passed away
and all who might in future be born. And yet,
because Judas, for gain, did this thing which it
was ordained he should do, he has never had one
sympathetic or one kind word uttered in his behalf
by those who made and are making the most of
the results of his work. Now, of course, from the
angle from which a Freethinker looks at this mat-
ter, the story of Jesus loses much of its lustre, for
the reason that the Freethinker, not satisfied with
the plot of the drama, looks deeper and wants to
know the reason why. Then when it is shown that
Jesus must submit and must cause others to submit
to ignominy in the fulfillment of a plan which for
all practical purposes was entirely unnecessary and
uncalled for, it makes it doubly hard for such an
one to keep a “reverential calm” when he is ready
to point an accusing finger at the real culprit and
the cause of all the trouble. But taking the matter
seriously, as Hugo does in his oration on Voltaire
and changing the name Voltaire to Paine, let us
quote: “Gentlemen, between two servants of hu-
manity who appeared eighteen hundred years apart,
there is a mysterious relation. To combat Phari-
saism; to unmask imposture; to overthrow tyr-
annies, usurpations, prejudices, falsehoods, super-
stitions; to demolish the temple in order to re-
build it, that is to say, to replace the false by the
true, to attack a ferocious magistracy; to attack a
sanguinary priesthood; to take a whip and drive
the money-changers from the sanctuary; to re-
claim the heritage of the disinherited; to protect
the weak, the poor, the suffering and oppressed—
that was the work of Jesus Christ! And who
waged that war? It was Paine.”

Thus we have an epitome of the life of Jesus
and of the life of Thomas Paine.

But don't you see the point of departure? There
was no excuse for the birth of Jesus nor for the
events, aside from the reform and the philosophical
teachings, which lead up to the death of Jesus. The
only result of the whole story is to point an ac-
cusing finger at the real author of all the suffering
and agony and the blackening of character which
the story involves; whereas the life of Paine is
one long record of brave and brilliant achievement,
the sowing of seed which all the generations of men
shall reap and the absolute certainty that Paine
was a real flesh-and-blood human who suffered the
most cruel and unrelenting persecution and calumny
for the good he had done.

In the case of Thomas Paine the offenses against
him are heightened because he lived in a time when
men were able to think, when men had had time
to realize the folly and foolishness of the teachings

of the old Hebrew priesthood and had the teach-
ings of their long-suffering and compassionate Lord
to show them the way.

The sublimity of the story of Christ is marred
by his treatment of his mother, by his evident
worry and fear of his impending doom, and his
lack of moral courage; and his faith in his own
teachings is destroyed by the exclamation which
escaped him in the last supreme moment of his life.

But the story of Paine does not present any par-
allels to these incidents. Here we have a man who,
finding a people in a state of turmoil and demoral-
ization from the tyranny of their rulers, in an in-
spiring pamphlet sets their feet upon solid ground.
He is in reality the father of his country, for it
was his impulse that started the revolution in a defi-
nite way and it was his pen which first gave to the
world the name of the infant nation.

Following the success of the great struggle in
America, he set forth to help another people at-
tain its freedom ; and there, in the midst of the most
exciting and bloody throes of social upheaval, he
dared to raise his voice and cast his vote for the
life and freedom of the doomed king of France
when doing so meant inviting almost certain death
upon himself. But such was the character of this
“savior” of mankind that, nothing daunted, he ac-
cepted the fate that was in store for him, and in
the interval composed the volume which set in
motion the third revolution to spring from his pen,
which shall ‘never cease until all the spectres of
the dark and bloody superstitions that for genera-
tions held and are holding mankind in mental
chains have forever passed away.

Can you imagine that supreme moment in Paine’s
life? In the convention hall all is tense with ex-
citement, impending bloodshed, assassination, mur-
der! Men are called upon, to declare themselves,
one by one. Upon the words which issue from
their lips depends immediate death or future in-
famy. The supreme moment has arrived! It is
for Paine to speak his thought, to cast his vote—
to sign his death warrant! And while time lasts
and honor finds place in the minds and hearts of
men the words, the vote of Thomas Paine shall
echo down the corridors of history in defense of the
helpless. )

And down the corridors of time so long as men
shall be men and shall have the power to think
and to reason will echo also the last sad lament
of the One who had come to undo the wrong done
to mankind, to teach the greatness and goodness
of a God who could accept an innocent man’s blood
in recompense for something of which he was not
guilty. And that last sad lament shall voice also
the verdict of all thinking men that the whole tale
is but a nightmare drawn from an ignorant and
superstitious past which happily for the future has
received its death blow from such a real savior as
the immortal, modest and unasuming Thomas
Paine. Geo. H. Lona.

Povs
aAe o

In the Chicago Herald and Examiner, June 16,
1918, we find a remark which the writer, J. J. Leib-
son, hoped would be too obscure to be noticed:

“The fact that Payne (author of “Home, Sweet Home)
was a homeless wanderer bears no more irony than the
life led by Thomas Paine, a career of little reason.”

As a copy of this will be sent to the said Leib-
son in the hope that he is able to read it, he is
hereby advised not to listen to the Big Noise, but
to get real information, to wit: Paine infused
nearly all the democracy which was evident in the
American Revolution; enlisted and served all
through it; encouraged the soldiers by his pam-
phlets. Then, his country being “where liberty is
not,” he went to France and served that revolu-
tion; was imprisoned for not being bloodthirsty
enough, and wrote his view of the Bible while
waiting for the guillotine. He thought to hasten
the “Age of Reason” by giving his work that title,
but while Leibson and T. R. believe those who
vilify instead of answering, the age of superstition
persists. C.F. H.
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OBJECTS.

It is the object of THE TRUTH SEEKER
to educate the people out of religious
superstition. It denies the inspiration and
infallibity of the Bible, and asserts the
human origin of that book. It denies the
existence of the theological heaven and
hell, but as to the existence and immortal-
ity of the soul neither atfirms nor denies.
It waits for evidence.

Tue TrutH SEEkER upholds the theory
of Evolution, believing that to be the so.u-
tion of the question of the origin, growtl,
and development of the animal kingdom,
including man. THE TRUTH SEEKER be-
lieves that the answer to the qucstions
Whence? and Whither? can be given only
by Science.

The TruTH SEEKER holds that morality
and ethics—or man’s relation to man—are
entirely independent of creed or religion,
and are founded on rules developed by ex-
perience.

In current politics THE TRUTH SEEKER
takes no side or part. In general it holds
to the principles of frecdom enunciated by
the Founders of the Republic.

THE TRrRuTH SEEKER believes in Free
Speech, Free Press, and Free Mails; in full
discussion of all sides of all subjects, and
affords those having new and worthy
thoughts, clearly stated, a generous and
welcome hcaring, each contributor being
responsible for his own opinion. We
neither indorse an idea by printing it, nor
condemn it by exclusion.

Tue TrRuTH SEEKER is the recognized
medium of communication betwecen the
Liberals of the country, and is edited each
week for their information, instruction, en-
tertainment, and support against religious
error and mental slavery and in mainte-
nance of their equal civil and religious
rights as citizens of the United States.

The Editor invites communications on
the subjects to which these pages are de-
voted.

POLITICAL PRINCIPLES.—-

(THE NINE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM.)

1. We demand that churches and other
ecclesiastical property shall be no longer
exempt from taxation.

2. We demand that the employment of
chaplains in Congress, in the Legislatures,
in the navy and militia, and in prisons,
asylums and all other institutions supported
by public money shall be discontinued.

3. We demand that all public appropria-
tions for educational and charitable insti-
tutions of a sectarian character shall cease.

4. We demand that all religious services
now sustained by the government shall be
abolished; and especially that the use of
the Bible in the public schools, whether
ostensibly as a text-book or avowedly as a
book of religious worship, shall be pro-
hibited.

5. We demand that the appointment by
the President of the United States or by
the governors of the various states, of all
religious festivals and fasts shall wholly
cease.

6. We demand that the judicial oath in
the courts and in all other departments of
the government shall be abolished, and that
simple affirmation under the pains and pen-
altie; of perjury shall be established in its
stead.

7. We demand that all laws directly or
indirectly enforcing the observance of Sun-
day as the Sabbath shall be repealed.

8. We demand that all laws looking to
the enforcement of “Christian” morality
shall be abrogated and that all laws shall
be conformed to the requirements of nat-
ural morality, equal rights, and impartial
liberty.

9. We demand that not only in the Con-
stitution of the United States and of the
several states, but also in the practical ad-
ministration of the same, no privileges or
advantages shall be conceded to Christianity
or any other special religion; that our en-
tire political system shall be founded and
administered on a purely secular basis; and
that whatever changes shall prove neces-
sary to this end shall be consistently, un-
flinchingly, and promptly made.

LETTERS OF FRIENDS

Readers desirous of communicating with
the writers of the letters in this depart-
ment may address them in care of THE
TrUTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey street, New York,
N. Y., and the letters will be re-addressed
and forwarded.

CONSCIENCE OR B. §8.?
From Pater Guilielmus, Massachusetts.
To the Editor of The Truth Secker:

Just so long as we worship a god who
is unfair to human beings outside our
race or our cect there can be no just
standards of morality. If God cursed the
heathen we also assume the right. We
will, even if we have no right. Look at
2ill Sunday, calling his fellow humans
ginks and boobs, because they do not hap-
pen to belong to his kind. He tells us
that he doesn't believe in the universal
brotherhood of man, or the universal
fatherhood of God. Of course not. Why
should he? He is perfectly consistent
with the kind of God he preaches. His
God has no respect for the unfortunate.
Why should B. S. have respect for those
who don't fall for his patter? If 'Bill
Sunday was really scrious in the sense
of having reverence toward the infinite
mystery of Life; if Bill Sunday would
really let himself into the infinite and
innermost recesses of his own soul, would
he call any man common or unclean? 1
doubt it,

The trouble with Bill Sunday is that he
has been scared literally out of his wits
and doesn’t know it. And the panic he
is in he calls religion. And he's trying
to put everyone else into the same panic.

He tries to make himsclf believe that
a set of books and pamphlets, bound in
Oxford, is the literal word of God. And
in order to believe this proposition he has
to conceive all sorts of ridiculous nonscnse
to be true, and every time anybody re-
fuses to believe these things, in the name
of reason and common sensd, Bill Sunday
simply has to fly up in defense of his own
mentality. Because, don't you see?—if
the other fellow is right it makes Bill
cither a fool or a hypocrite, and if the
other fellow proves rcasonable there is no
other way but to denounce reason as the
devil’'s own wecapon.

And hcre comes in the need of a per-
sonal Devil. Men who do the Bill Sun-
day kind of reasoning must have a devil
in their program. It's the final argument
with these fellows. When they stand up
and tell you that all your reason and com-
mon sense is given you by the devil to
lead you to destruction, there is nothing
to say. Very few of us at least cver think
to call a parson a liar. Perhaps it’s due
to early training in manners. Bless my
soul !

The fight for democracy, for the rights
of man, for the sacredness of human life—
has it not had to meet almost a parallel
situation?

A crime to speak against the king, to
doubt his right, to disobey his edicts—
authority vs. truth!

In religion, a king has heen set up, a
throne established; we have bowed in the
dust; we have supplicated as slaves be-
fore a tyrant; we have crowded down
opinion and personal judgments and not
dared to speak our minds for fear of of-
fense; and yet the truth has been crying
out within us.

The epithet of “Atheist” is hurled
against us and we tremble and deny, for
fear of denying our master, when all the
time the spirit of truth has asserted it-
self in our hearts—who knows whether
not prompted by the Universal Mind,
which has ever chosen thus to work?
“Know ye not that ye are the temples
of the Living God?”

And this Atheism which we have feared.
because we could not see the why and
the whereto, may it not he the movings of
the holy rational “spirit in man toward
a worthier ideal, a divine government, a
commonwealth where every human soul
shall have a voice, because of the voice
of the God within the soul? Where not
the throne is sacred, but the ground

whereon we all stand is sacred, and all life
is sacred, because of the indwelling spirit?

LOYALTY IN WAR TIME.
From the National War Savings Com-
mittee, Washington, D. C.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

Loyalty in peace times and loyalty in
war times are two distinct things. Not
much is required to pass the loyalty test
when one's country is not at war; a sim-
ple compliance with the law is all that
is required.

But loyalty in war times is not a passive
quality. At such a time one may be with-
out loyalty and still not be disloyal. A
person of this type will do nothing either
to assist or to harm his country. He will
not give himself to his country’s service
and he will not contribute financial sup-
port. Neither will he discourage others
from doing this. He will do or say
nothing treasonable, and neither will he do
or say anything to put heart in the fight-
ing forces or to uphold the Nation in its
struggle. He will be simply a passive
onlooker. And that is not being loyal.

Our country is fighting in the most des-
perate struggle of histotry. It is a strug-
gle so vast and momentous as to demand
the most complete support of every one
of its citizens. Passive loyalty—the loy-
alty of peace times—is not sufficient. The
brand of loyalty now demanded is the
kind that impels one to offer himself and
his all, if necessary, that his country may
be victorious in the great conflict.

Most of us cannot go into the fighting
forces; most of us cannot enter into those
industries directly connected with the war,
but all of us can show our ncighbors that
we have the right brand of patriotism.

Our government is urging upon us the
necessity of saving as an essential to vic-
tory. We are told that there is not
enough man power and not sufficient ma-
terials in the country to win a quick vic-
tory if we continue to use this man power
and these materials as we did before the
war. It is pointed out that there are now
more than 2,000,000 men in the Army and
Navy, and that by August 1 this number
will be increased to 3,000,000, with a steady
addition to that number from then on.
These men not only cease to be producers,
but they become consumers on a vast
scale.

Thus it is that we are urged to buy
only those things which we need in order
that we shall not use up labor and waste
materials and transportation, so vitally
necessary to the government in its war
work and so much needed in the manufac-
ture of things essential to the health and
cfficiency of our citizens.

By following the government's request
to produce to our maximum capacity and
to consume as little as possible, we shall
give practical expression to our loyalty—
a militant loyalty, the brand which stamps
us as being willing to do our part at home
by sacrificing, by getting down to a war
basis, by backing up our government with
all our strength. With our money savings
we can then buy War Savings Stamps and
perform a double service by giving the
government current funds with which to
buy the labor and materials so much
necded for war purposes which we have
refrained from using. That is loyalty.

RULE BY PREACHER-POLITICIAN.
From J. Whidden Graham, New York.
To the Editor of The Truth Secker:

Thirty-nine clergymen have sent out an
appeal to all the churches of this state,
urging them to use their influence to se-
cure the renomination of Governor Whit-
man. Their reason for taking this extra-
ordinary action is said to be a desire to
aid the governor in return for the assist-
ance given by him to the cause of prohibi-
tion.

The traditional principle of the Ameri-
can governmnts, state and national, has
been that the government should not in-
terfere with the religious opinions and ob-
servances of the people. No stdte religion,
and no state church, has been the policy
of this country since it became a free na-
tion. The first amendment to the Federal

Constitution provided that: “Congress
shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.”

Along with the principle that the state
should not meddle with religious beliefs
there has gone the implied duty of the

churches not to interfere in political af-
fairs. [f the state must not control re-
ligion, the church must not control the

state.

The movement for prohibitory laws for-
bidding the manufacture and use of alco-
holic beverages is purely political. It has
no warrant in any religion except the Mo-
hammedan, which has practically no ad-
herents in this country. There is not a
line, not a word, in the Bible that jus-
tifies a resort to law as a means of pro-
moting temperance. The policeman’s club
and the threat of jail have no place in
either the Christian or Jewish religion.
The notion that men can be made moral
or temperate by law finds no sanction
in the Old or New Testaments.

Whether the state or national govern-
ments should prohibit the sale of bever-
ages used by many millions of sober, tem-
perate men and women, is a political ques-
tion that the people must decide for them-
selves. They should not be coerced by
their religious teachers, nor should their
representatives in the State Legislatures
and Congress be forced to vote against
their convictions by the threat of the
churches to defeat them at the polls. If
the clergy are allowed to dictate the elec-
tion of legislators and public officials we
shall have, instead of a republic of free
men and women, a religious oligarchy that
will be able to impose its narrow views
upon the pcople without regard to their
wisdom or justice.

VOLUNTARY TEMPERANCE.
From H. Bieder, Ohio.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

The article by Mr. A. Sessions, on pro-
hibition in THE TrRuTH SEEKER for June
the first, shows him to be one of those
misguided human beings, who believe law
to be a panacea for all the ills the race
is heir to.

If he were right, we ought to be angels
by now (the Christians’ conception of
perfection), for have we not a multiplicity
of laws, covering every imaginable mis-
demeanor or crime man may commit?

On the whole I believe we of this day
and generation are some better than our
ancestors (even taking into consideration
the war), because we have a much better
knowledge of natural laws and are rap-
idly learning to adapt ourselves to, instead
of running counter to them.

The denial of the right of every human
being to himself and conscquent free use
of the earth, bounded only by the equal
right of every other human being, is the
fountainhead from which practically all
other evils spring, among others the drink-
ing of alcoholic beverages, indulged in to
excess by the idle rich and overworked,
underpaid poor, respectively, the benefi-
ciaries of and sufferers from land monop-
oly. Over 75 per cent. of the land in
the United States is held out of use and
the world is crying for more and more
food.

Can Mr, Sessions imagine to himself
a civilized human being, irrational enough
to stupefy himself with alcohol, if the
same human being was free to exercise
his mental and physical faculties any time,
anywhere, and doing so, could satisfy any
reasonable want? Only man-made law
prevents these conditions from existing
now. More and more folks begin to see
it, and before long it will become the
paramount issue here.

As a rule Socialists are great in quot-
ing statistics and I wonder if Mr. Ses-
sions knows that the Census of 1910
shows 75 per cent. of our workers to
have earned $600 or less, while at the
same time it requircd $720 for a family
of five to live?

Can he see any connection between such
a state of affairs and the fact that in
1912 we consumed three million gallons
more  whiskey_than_ever before, with 52
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per cent. of the entire population in dry
territory ?

Nowadays it is quite the fashion for
everybody to try to forbid somehody else
something; therefore I know myself to
be in a hopeless minority, Nevertheless, 1
advocate the free production and sale of
alcoholic beverages, with only two strings
ticd to the proposition: Goods offered for
sale must be pure—if found otherwise
they shall be destroyed without the seller
having any right to appeal to the courts.
Second, any person found drunk in pub-
lic to be examined as to his sanity and
if necessary, restrained.

The government would then be out of
the whiskey business; saloons as we know
them would close voluntarily for lack of
profit, and the treating habit, the real curse
of the business, would fall to the ground.

I know the pendulum has been swinging
in one direction for these many years,
namely, towards prohibition; and in all
probability it will not stop until given a
nation-wide trial. Then the pendulum will
begin to go the other way, for a question
is never settled until it is settled right.

A good many years ago, during a dis-
cussion of this very problem, a chemist
took the floor and said: “I can go into
any kitchen and within a few hours pro-
duce all the alcohol I want” With pro-
hibition in force and alcohol a-plenty
throughout nature, who dares say that not
many kitchens would be turned into mini-
ature distilleries and drunkenness per-
petuated ; for who does not know that for-
bidden fruit tastes the sweetest?

I not only believe in temperance, but
practice it as well, but life-long experi-
ence teaches me that it can be attained
only by voluntary action, guided by educa-
tion, and not by force.

THE SCOPE OF AGNOSTICISM.
From H. Knoop, Tlacopac, Mexico.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

The perusal of many of the critical
comments made by Freethinkers on re-
ligious beliefs and church creeds leaves
one with the impression that the authors
entcrtain the idea that Agnosticism is a
doctrine kindred to “Atheism,” having its
principal application in examining religious
beliefs and denouncing them as incorrect
or false.

Probably most Freethinkers, at one or
other period of their intellectual develop-
ment when the blind beliefs impressed in
our memory, and our habit of thinking
during childhood, gradually give way to
reasonably formed convictions, have en-
tertained this idea.

It is, however, a delusion and a mis-
leading supposition which should be rec-
tified as soon as the general stock of sci-
entific and philosophical knowledge which
a Freethinker has acquired, permits him
to do it.

Far-reaching and decisive as the in-
fluence of the doctrine of Agnosticism is
on many of the current religious beliefs,
yet its application to this particular de-
partment of human thought is insignificant
as compared to its application extended to
other regions of knowledge. By the stu-
dent of Evolution the influence of agnos-
tic convictions may without exaggeration
be called “universal.”

In all our studies, ranging from the
application of a mathematical axiom to the
conclusions drawn from the nebular
hypothesis; from the development of a
call into a human being, and from the for-
mation of a nation out of a horde of sav-
ages; in every line of thought (unless in-
tentionally cut short) drawn from the so-
called “exact sciences,” Agnosticism is an
ever-present friend and monitor that ac-
companies the student, ever tending to a
closer approach to truth, here restraining
him from the use of strong words (where
strong words only serve to cover strong
l"lNons), there emphasizing greater pre-
cision, and fearless expression of the
truth, in cases where truth is within our
reach.

Agnoticism  affirms the impenetrable
Mysteries in nature whenever we leave
the region of the relative, and enter into
the questions of the fundamental facts

underlying it—holding together of Atoms
so as to form what we call “matter”; the
tendency of a seed to develop into a
plant; those molecular rearrangements
which we call “chemical actions”; those
undulations of the ether which we call
light, heat, electricity; the all-pervading
force of gravitation; those most funda-
mental elements of our thinking by which
we form the conceptions of space, time,
cause and effect—in fact in cvery line
of thought, especially of scientific and
philosophical thought, the doctrine of
Agnosticism has a notable and all-impor-
tant bearing which should ever be kept
before us when we wish to form correct
opinions of our surroundings.

It is by no means the religious ques-
tions to which the insolvable mysteries of
nature and of life are limited, but the
whole of that vast conglomerate of mat-
ter and forces which we call Nature, in
which we can trace a certain order of the
regularity of happening, in quantity and
quality, is enveloped in the profoundest
mystery when we come to enquire about its
true constitution.

That acute feeling of regret and disap-
pointment which one frequently experi-
ences when considering the hopelessness to
obtain any insight into those questions
which are pronounced to have been solved
by many of the church creeds, is in some
measure mitigated by seeing the mystery
extending over a larger area—over the
whole of the universe.

PAINE’S “AGE OF REASON” STILL
POTENT.
From M. Rowe, Illinois.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

Inclosed find $2 for a few copies of
Paine’s “Age of Reason.” I know nothing
that excels this book for propaganda work.
I have given away scores of copies, and
I wish I could flood the United States
with them. They educate besides making
the people acquainted with one of the
greatest, kindest and most self-sacrificing
of men that have lived in any stage of
earth’s history.

What the people don’t know they can-
not appreciate. I am living in the state
where Ingersoll should be known—if any-
where—and 1 find the very fewest number
know anything of the real man. Nothing
sticks to the ordinary human but what
they hear from the pulpit. It is the pul-
piteer’s business to suppress as much as
possible of the truth and put in its place
the theology and superstitious guessing
that I fear will continue to curse the world.

It is up to us as far as lies in our
power to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth. To allow the
preachers to have all the say in whose
memory goodness and greatness shall be
perpetuated is cowardly, to say the least.
Yours for truth and justice to the line
as well as the plumbline.

WHAT IS KULTUR?
From C. F. Hunt, Chicago.
To the Editor of The Truth Secker:

Many admit the potency of German
“Kultur,” but no one defines it. What
is it? Can it be understood by us west-
ern, sordid, dollar-chasers? Is it music?
We allow the splendid German musicians
their place, but they would nover want
their music forced upon us by war. The
world is rich in music from Italy, France,
Russia and Poland. Germany never pro-
duced the equal of Chopin, Verdi, Mosz-
kowski, or Paderewski.

Are discovery and invention Kultur?
Take away the improvements from Ger-
many which she borrowed from us, from
England, Italy, etc., and she would be
using tallow dips and coaches. She would
have not even kerosene, nor any electric
lights, railroads, tclegraphs, telephones,
phonographs, moving pictures, wireless
telegraphs, submarines, steamboats, and
many other fruits of genius.

What Germany may claim is the revival
of divine right, the holiness and blessing
of war, despotism, training of docile
slaves, the claim of world dominion, and
conceit. Germany utterly lacks, as orig-

inal achievements, all things that will
prove the world.

im-
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CHILDREN'S CORNE

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
YOUNG AND OLD

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Mischievous Religious Teaching.

“The things 1 was taught myself as a
child about God have made me nervous
for my own children.”

“What kind of things?”

“Oh, those that make children afraid. I
used to think of God as a terrible monster.
I was continually told about the punish-
ments he would give me if 1 didn’t be-
have. The consequence was, instead of re-
garding him with reverence and love, I
felt terror and resentment at the thought
of him. I can remember my secret wrath
whenever I used to think of God’s being
able to do anything he pleased with me
T tused to brood over the idea. I couldn’t
stand being done up in that way after I
was dead. So I conceived a childish fancy
that amused me in after years. Now, some-
how, it doesn’t amuse me any more. It
seems to me rather pathetic.”

“Would you mind telling me what it
was?” .

“Not at all. I must confess, however,
that it will sound to you very silly. But
even the silly fancies of children may have
significance. I thought that if I could only
manage to have an ax put in my coffin 1
could fight against God when I went into
the other world and perhaps finish him be-
fore he could inflict his punishment on me.”

“What a ghastly idea. Yocu must have
been a morbid child.”

“Perhaps I was.”

“How long did you entertain that fancy?”

“] can’t say. But I remember that it
was quite vivid. Even after I grew old
enough to recognize its absurdity I couldn’t
put it out of my mind altogether. Now,
of course, it seems to me very much as it
does to you. But I suspect that a great
many children entertain ideas of God just
as dreadful and just as significant of bad
teaching.”

“Your fear must have had a depressing
effect on that childish mind of yours.”

“I don't know that it did. I can’t recall
that I was ever depressed by it. I was
more inclined to be resentful.”

“Why do you suppose that ugly notion
was put into your head?” :

“To make me good. When I was a boy
fear was regarded as a salutary influence
in the shaping of character. Many people
still regard it in this way. I suppose it
does have a good deal of influence. It’s
the inspiration of many laws. The great
trouble with it is that, even while it does
good, it also does harm.”

“Don’t you think the good it does is
overrated?”

“Very much. But the fact remains that
many people are deterred from doing
wrong by fear. Many are deterred by the
fear associated with their early teaching.
I can't say that I was. But I don’t know
for certain. However, I'm determined
that fear shall not be a factor in the train-
ing of my children if I can keep it out. It
is very difficult to keep it out altogether,
though. It seems to permeate the very
atmosphere. It has become part of the
language we speak. It saturates much of
our unconscious thinking. Women, in their
relation with children, echo and re-echo
it. The habit of threatening children with
bugaboos associated with God and the devil
seems to have become almost an instinct.
The effect on the health of sensitive chil-
dren must be quite serious. It undoubted-
ly darkens lives. It makes the subcon-
science an unhealthy cellar, sending up into
the mind dangerous vapors. It is respon-
sible for many of the sick fancies of
grownups that manifest in disease, some-
times the cause of great physical and men-
tal suffering, and a cause hard to reach.
It is this kind of influence that the psycho-
analysts are trying to run down. Some of
their discoveries are alarming. They show
how careful we grownups ough* to be in

dealing with that delicate instrument, the
mind of a child.”

“Don’t you think the whole world is be-
ginning to realize that it is in the bondage
of fear?”

“It realizes theoretically. But it doesn't
see how deep-seated the fear is and how
far the ramifications go. It doesn’t know
how much mischief it works by placing so
much reliance on fear. But the time is
coming when we shall have a great house
cleaning, when we shall rid ourselves of
a multitude of fears that are now torment-
ing and sickening humanity and bringing
on innumerable woes.”—San Francisco Bul-
letin.

Ships Older Than “Adam.”

Ships are at least 6,000 years old, says
a writer in The Sun, for Egyptian records
of that era depict vessels capable of trans-
porting fifty or more persons on the waters
of the Nile. The Chaldeans, Hindus and
Chinese built ships in the very earliest ages.
The Phcenicians 3,000 years ago had tri-
remes with decks, masts, yards, stays and a
ram,

But from the day when man invented the
sail until 1800 there was less progress made
than there has been in the twelve decades
since. From the Phcenicians to Columbus
there was comparatively little change in de-
sign—high at poop and stern and approxi-
mately four times their beam in length.
From Columbus to Fulton there was more
development, but after all the chief differ-
ence between the clipper ship and the Chi-
nese junk was refinement of design.

Since 1800 man has devised the steamship,
the iron hull, the armored battleship, the
submarine, the internal combustion marine
engine; and is it too much to say the Aga-
wam brood is worthy to be ranked with
these other evolutions? For 6,000 years
man built ships, each by an #dividual pat-
tern. Now he proceeds sensibly to turn
them out wholesale, at great speed, with
parts interchangeable for repairs, and the
formerly heavy expense of design reduced
by a percentage which steadily decreases
by arithmetical progression—the more ships
built on the original design the less the
architectural expense until it approaches
zero.

If the fabricated ship takes rank with
the other evolutions, it will be seen that
America, with the steamship, the armored
warship, the submarine and the fabricated
ship, not to speak of American development
of the sailing ship and “power boat,” has
contributed more to the art and science of
shipbuilding in the brief 142 years of her
independence than all the world besides
since the dawn of history.

The Captain Made a Hit.

It is safe to say that not many people in
this war have had the supreme privilege of
hitting a U-boat commander in the jaw; but,
at least, the war will not end without this
having happened once.

D. J. McDonald, skipper of the three-
masted schooner John G. Walter, out of
Nova Scotia, was on his way to England
recently. He “fell in with a submarine,”
says the news account, and the U-boat com-
mander ordered the crew to take to their
boats, and then sank the schooner with
bombs.

The skipper was ordered on board the
submarine, to be taken home as a trophy.

“I guess you will have to make a visit to
Germany,” said the commander jovially.

“Captain McDonald did not reply imme-
diately,” says the account. “He waited a
few seconds, and then his fist shot out and
caught the German on the point of the jaw.
As the U-boat commander fell stunned, the
Nova Scotian turned and went head first
over the side.

“‘I swam under water as long as I could,
and when I came up I was fortunate
enough in emerging in such a position that
one of the small boats was between me and
the submarine.

“The undersea boat moved about the

small boats, intent on locating the skipper.
The search was still on when a destroyer
hove into view, and the Germans hastly
submerged.”

Paste This in Your Ford in Japan.

You must drive your automobile ar
the speed of eight knots per hour on the
city roads and at twelve knots per hour
on the country roads.

When you see the policeman throwing
up his hand you must not drive in front
of him,

When you get ahead of the passenger
on fint or the horse, you must ring the
horn.

When you meet the cow or the horse
speed slowly and take care to ring the
horn and not been afraid of them. Drive
slowly when you meet the horse or tha
cattle; do not make them afraid and care-
fully make the sound. If they afraid the
sound you must escape a little while at
the side of the road till they pass away.

Do not drive the motor-car when you
get drunk and do not smoke on the driver
seat.—Japan Chronicle.

A Serious Business.

A Dutch engagement and marriage is a
serious affair—quite enough to check all
tendencies to flirting in that country.

It lasts from two to five years, during
which time the engaged pair are practi-
cally inseparable at all social gatherings.

The young lady must not go to any
party at which her betrothed will not be
present, neither may she go to dances if he
disapproves of that amusement; and if he
permits her presence, she may not dance
with any man who has not first formally
asked his consent.

Both she and her intended husband wear
engagement rings—plain bands of gold,
with initials and the date engraved inside.

These are worn on the left hand before
marriage, and on the right afterwards.

In Holland, it is considered a great dis-
grace to both parties if an engagement is
broken off.

Testing Uncle’s Faith.

Willie, on a visit to his uncle’s in the
country, admired a fine colt.

“Uncle, give me that colt, will you?” he
asked.

“Why, no, Willie,” said his uncle. “That’s
a very valuable colt, and I couldn’t afford
to give him to you. Do you want a colt
so very badly?”

“I'd rather have a colt than anything
else in the world,” said Willie.

“Then,” said his uncle, “I'll tell you
what you ought to do. Since you want a
colt that much, you ought to pray for one.
Whenever I want a thing I always pray for
it, and then it is sure to come to me.”

“Is that so, uncle?” said Willie, eagerly.
“Won't you please give me this colt, then,
and pray for one for yourself?”—Pitts-
burg Chronicle-Telegraph.

Protect the Pigeons.

Every hunter who shoots a pigeon these
days may be crippling the war preparations
of the United States, says the Scientific
American. Most States have laws for the
protection of pigeons, and now to these
laws the Government adds its warning.
Thousands of pigeons in training for ser-
vice overseas are making flights in this
country; and often the work of training
them has been interfered with by the
thoughtlessness and cruelty of hunters.

Protect the pigeons; they are helping to
win the war. And if a pigeon with a
band ahout his leg reading “U. S. A.—18,"
which indicates that he is being trained for
army purposes, should fall into your hands,
report that fact at once to the Chief Signal
Officer, Land Division, Washington.

Not Enough Capital.

A Cleveland father tells us that he
thought he had thought up a great scheme
for keeping order in his household. He
noticed that his rather obstreperous young
son had the quality of thriftiness, and re-
solved to appeal to it.

“Sonny,” said he, “I'm going to give
you a nickel every day you're a good boyj

on condition that every day you are
naughty you are to give me a nickel. Is
it a go?”’

“I'd like to do it, dad,” answered the
kid. “But I can’t afford it. I've only got
$1.26 in my bank to start on.”—Cleveland
Plain Dcaler.

Farmers Exposed.

And men relate that Mrs. Newlywed
went to the grocery store to do her morn-
ing marketing. And she was determined
that the grocer should not take advantage
of her youth and inexperience.

“These eggs are dreadfully small,” she
criticized.

“I know it,” he answered. “But that's
the kind the farmer brings me. They are
just fresh from the country this morning.”

“Yes,” said the bride, “and that’s the
trouble with those farmers. They are so
anxious to get their eggs sold that they
take them off the nest too soon.”—Cleve-
land Plain Dealer.

Do Moles Have Eyes?

Every time a mole is dug up, the argu-
ment about whether moles have eves comes
up with them. So Professor Slonaker de-
voted a number of years to finding out
all about it, and he says they have. Not
only that, but they can see a little—just
about enough to distinguish between day-
light and dark. The professor found the
mole’s eyes only after pushing aside the
fur on its face and dissecting through the
flesh. He came upon them—tiny black
dots far down on either side of the little
creature’s nose, dwarfed and disappearing
from disuse.

Now, All Together.

Let's get rid of the bad habit of saying
“after the war is over.” That means
nothing.

Let’s make it a rule invariably to say
“after we win the war.” That means
something.

The very change in mental viewpoint,
from careless to definite, from casual to
positive, is sufficient to win the war.

More than that, its effect on business
can be nothing less than conspicuously
helpful—The Eclipse.

The Better Way.

“Why is it, Sam, that one never hears
of a darky committing suicide?” inquired
the Northerner.

“Well, you see, it’s disaway, boss: When
a white pusson has any trouble he sets
down an’ gits to studyin’ ’bout 1t an’
a-worryin’. Then firs’ thing you know he's’
done killed hisse’f. But when a nigger
sets down to think 'bout his troubles, why,
he jes’ nacherly goes to sleep !”—Life.

Shifting the Responsibility.

Bessie had a new dime, says the Chris-
tian Herald, and she announced her inten-
tion of investing it in ice-cream soda.

“Why don’t you give your dime to the
missions?” asked the minister, who was
calling.

“I thought about that,” replied Bessie,
“but I think I'll buy the ice-cream and
let the druggist give the dime to the mis-
sions.”

Handing Them Down.
Small Boy—“My father’s got a new set
of teeth.”
Friend—“What'’s to become of the old
ones?”
Small Boy-—“Oh, I guess they’ll cut 'em
down for me.”—New York Evening World.

Such a Pun!
Beggar—“I'm an ex-chimney-sweep out
of a job; can’t you give me a quarter?”
Gentleman—“You're a big, husky man;
why don’t you get a job?”
Beggar—‘“Because nothing clse seems to
soot me.”"—Punch Bowl.

A little fellow swallowed a penny. Im-
mediately on getting the information the
mother-in-law wrote to her son-in-law, in-
quiring: “Has Ernest got over his finan-
cial difficulties]yet ?”
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS.

The Clock-Watchers and the ldealists.

BY EDWIN C. WALKER.*

The secret of organic survival is the
ability to react adaptably to a new en-
vironment, to get out of the ruts of for-
mer emotion, thought, and action, to meet
tragic changes with the comprchension
that their demands supersede ancient hab-
its and conventions, and even suspend for
the time the operation of principles
fundamental under other conditions. It is
the failure to stop kowtowing to the clock-
god of routine that has made multitudes
of otherwise decent men and women the
efficient aids of the criminal conspirators
of the Central Empires. That their in-
tentions may have been of the best docs
not count the weight of a dust-mote in
the scales that register results. All the
hells of humanity were paved, are paved,
with imbecile good intentions. That na-
tion-known radical, Clarence Darrow,
states very neatly the paramountcy of the
demands made by an emergency. “I
have,” he says, “no time to discuss the
troubles of America; no time. 1 will wait
until this war is over. I enjoy discussing
philosophy, or Socialism, or Single Tax, or
even religion. But if I had a neighbor
in the house discussing Socialism, and
somehody told me the house was on fire,
I would stop the argument until after I put
out the fire”” In other words, it is no
time to wrangle over architectural theories
while the firebug is busy in the cellar.

The initial force counts most. The vol-
ume of the thousand-league river flows
because of the tiny springs in the far-
away hills. The city wastes into ashes
because of the little spark carelessly
dropped or maliciously planted. Great
bodies of men move together in vast con-
structive work or in orgies of destruction
because of the ethical or the malevolent
thought of one or of a few of their fel-
lows. “An era is judged by its men who
are ahead of it,” column-ends Don Mar-
quis. And these heralds of the better are
not the “there-is-no-danger” men nor the
clock-watchers, you may be sure.

Four men are in a boat in a storm and
on a coast where salvation seems impos-
sible. But one of them finds a way of
escape. Without the brain of the one the
muscles of all were without avail. The
hand of the initial force is on the oar. In
society, the State, as in the boat, that ini-
tial force is the Idea. If you deny this,
then your denial becomes the affirmation
that in evolution intellect is a decadence.
If you deny this, then your denial becomes
the affirmation that in evolution ethics is
a decadence, as Stirner and Hohenzollern
assert.

The hand is the instrument of the idea,
and if the instrument and the idea are
not twin-tools of the same organism, then
the physical worker is not self-impelled
but labors by the compulsion of an ideal
aspiring outside himself. Victory, neither
spiritual nor material, in either peace or
war, comes to the clock-watcher, to the
man nor to the nation that cannot see
beyond the hour, that has no hope and
purpose that is not infinitely more impor-
tant to him or to it than is the working
at a repellant task on a schedule of time
and for a wage of dollars. The dollars
indeed are indispensable, but to the idealist
man or woman, to the creative man or
woman, they are only means to ends, not
cends in themselves. And no man or wom-
an of vision will for a moment hesitate,
if physical strength permits, to do for the
stipulated sum twice or thrice the agreed-
on task if the refusal thus to bend to the
oar would jeopard the safe arrival at
shore of the boat of dreams.

It is not the ox in primitive farming,
nor the horse or mule later, nor the tractor
still later, that does the work, in any
initiative, creative sense. It is the brain,
the desire, the purpose, behind the ox or
horse or mule or tractor that betters and
builds and humanizes. The man who leans

*From the closing address at the Sun-

rise Club (season of 1917-1918), June 10.
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on his implement or lolls at his desk to
watch the clock and count the minutes to
quitting time is in the class with the ox
and the mule and the tractor. He is no
more soul-alive than they, no more a posi-
tive, an affirmative, factor, an originating
power. He has work and consequently
bread only because other men have
thoughts that reach beyond the hour, the
day, the ycar, the century.

Equally so the nation that looks not for-
ward, the nation that wastes the heritage
it has received from nature, the nation
that is lulled into sleep by the siren-
droning of “no danger.” It is in the class
with the wild herd that gormandizes in
the summer and starves in the winter.
It lives in the hour; it has neither vision
nor prevision. It stones its prophets and
builds lying monuments to its parasites
and wastrels.

The men who stop working for three
days in the week because laborers are few
and wages high are graduates of a school
of social falsehood and thercby doomed
to be hewers of wood and drawers of wa-
ter for men who have ever an ideal be-
fore them, even if that ideal is only the
desire for material plenty and comfort
in their later years; and drawers of wa-
ter and hewers of wood they will remain
so long as they are merely clock-watch-
ers. The clock-watchers, the three-days-
a-week men, the men who do not recover
from their Saturday and Sunday boozing
untit Tuesday or Wednesday, are the surv-
ivals of the primitives who kept from
the hunt until hunger bitterly pinched,
who could not think ahead forty-eight
hours, who alternately gorged and starved,
and most of whose swarms of offspring
were swept away by famine and pesti-
lence. Through all the ages such men
have been lifted up and dragged forward
by the idealists, by the men who thought
of the morrow and prepared for it, who
stored the fruits of invention and toil,
who in time prepared the bulwarks of de-
fense that should fend away or mitigate
the horrors of the disasters that brood
and breed just beyond the horizon of every
smiling day.

As the firemen, if sane, would not drop
their hose at the stroke of a clock; as
the farmer would not, at some late hour,
with his just-dried grass lying in swath
and windrow and a storm-cloud banking in
the west, untrace his teams and drop his
forks because it was the customary time
to stop work; as the rescuers would not
cease to strive to save the ship’s crew and
passengers weltering in the surf or amid
the rocks when the bell in the belfry of the
village church clanged out a tabu hour,
so no people in such a crisis-time as this
can afford, individually or collectively, to
make a vital point of peace-day rules and
habits of any kind. Only in so far as
the old restrictions really make for health
and strength are they to be observed by
men and women with ideals. Many of
them are merely the rules invented by lazy
men without social ideals to prevent active
men with ideals earning more money than
the butterfly-minded formulators of the
rules are inclined to work for themselves.
The bee making honey for its food in
winter probably is looked upon by the idling
lepidoptera as a stealer of its property.

He who works with an object beyond
the day’s end, always wins. Perhaps not
wealth, perhaps not even average com-
fort of body, but the peace of mind that
comes of devotion to an ideal.

What do not the clock-watchers, the
men who today imperil the cause of civ-
ilization by their stupid haggling in the
workshop of the nation, owe to the men
and women who were not clock-watchers,
the colonists, the pioneers on the frontiers,
the inventors, the creators and storers of
the capital that tides over famine years and
salvages homes and lives from storms
and fires and pestilences and earthquakes!
And the swingers of swagger-sticks, the
wearers of summer furs, the wasters in
joy-riding of the oil and metal needed

for war-uses, the men and women whose
artificialized appctites commandeer rich
lands that should be growing wheat for
the feeding of starving women and chil-
dren over the waters in order that there
may be raised a drug-plant about whose
only salutary use is the killing of sheep-
ticks and plant pests—are not these in
spirit akin to the clock-watchers through
their rctardation of the vitally nccessary
industrics ef the nation, diverting labor
and money to the production of always
useless and often harmful goods?

The clock-watcher may refuse to react
finely to an imperative call in a dire emer-
gency by clinging to a time-rule as to a
life-belt or he may refuse to react by
slacking during the hours he is at work
nominally, or he may refuse in both ways
to recact. Mrs. Emily Pankhurst, in an
interview printed on Friday, says:

“We [the women of Great Britain] have
a new gospel of labor. We take issue
with the Socialists and the trade union-
ists. Their slogan seems to be ‘Shorter
hours and less work’ We believe in
‘Shorter hours but more work.’ We be-
lieve the tendency of the trade unions is
to cripple the nation by decreasing wealth.
There is not enough wealth, and we must
increase rather than diminish it, if we
are to have the necessary social reconstruc-
tion after the war. Women going into
the munitions factories were dismayed to
find the union policy actually decreasing
production. They refused to be slackers
in industry, and although their hours are
short, they work hard while they work,
and have succeeded in speeding up muni-
tions production.”

You see it was with these unionists as
it is with all our dawdlers and pacifists
here—they could not get out of the old
ruts, they could not react with saving
adaptation to the new environment.

How we profit by and should honor the
men and women who are not clock-watch-
ers—the captains and engineers of ships,
who remain continuously at their posts for
days during storms; the officers of de-
stroyers and troop-ships; the inventors
whose disregard of hours has made it
possible for hundreds of millions to feed
well as clock-watchers who without the
help of the idealists never would have
been born or being born would have died
in swarms in famine years as have died
in swarms of famine and contagion the
peoples of lands where no inventors but
those of new religions were known. And
how we reverently bless the physicians and
the nurses and the mothers who watch
and minister at the bedsides and the cot-
sides of pain, forgetful of hours as they
are of weariness Yet—while the Hun is
deliberately murdering doctors and order-
lies and nurses there are American men
who are marching out of shops on a quib-
ble over hours or wages or union by-laws;
American women are spoiling their looks
and wasting for cosmetics money that
should go to the Red Cross, and many
tradesmen and bigger men are using the
country’s necessities as a mill with which
to grind out undue profits for themselves!

Hail to the pionecrs who thought of the
end first and chiefly and of the hours
only incidentally! They gave the heritage
of will to the offspring, the tradition of
dynamic purpose to the community. The
idealists, the women and men with a goal
in view and the determination to reach it,
clock or no clock, hail! The men and
women who have made the orderly se-
quence of the hours work to a predestined
end, not the men and women who have
sacrificed the end to the fetich of so-many-
and-no-more hours, hail! Bradlaugh on
the hustings, Greeley at his desk, Edison
in his laboratory, the soldiers of liberty
in the trenches and on the hard-pressed
battle-line, hail!

Were it not for the idealists, our clock-
watchers would be in the situation of the
Bolsheviki, driven, as Don Marquis sug-
gests, to getting their next meal where
they got their jag.

Creel in some of his pronouncements,
Applebaum on this floor not long ago,
gloried in the unpreparedness of the na-
tion; they were glad that when we went
to the well athirst we had neither rope nor

bucket with which to lift the saving wa-
ters to our parching lips! How typical
of the clock-watcher! The dweller in the
present hour! We had for years been
blind to what was coming; we still keep
tucked away on the back-shelf of inaction
the two men chief among those who saw
the perils so imminent and warned us of
the consequences that would come if we
persisted in our folly. We persisted.
And now Creel and Appelbaum rejoice
that we did not get our heads out of
the sands until we were jerked out bodily
by the iron hand of the Master, Dire
Necessity. We were for years blind to
what was coming, to the danger from
without; we are blind now to the danger
that menaces us within, refusing to use
the shicld and sword of prevention. We
can lynch a poor suspect and acquit those
who in lynching him undermined, as all
lynchers do, the safety of us all; we send
to prison a hysterical woman, but our
Cabinet members and our private secre-
taries write letters of fulsome adulation
to a satrap of Hearst, and we have neither
the wisdom nor the courage to court-mar-
tial the center of the infection, Hearst
himself, and send him where Irance sent
Bolo. Still we watch the clock. After all,
however, I have a robust faith in democ-
racy. A robust faith is needed when one
gets to leeward of some of the gods before
whom Demos prostrates himself—the
Hearsts, the Hylans, the Hillquits.

In conclusion: If hell triumphs, if the
German military power encircles the
world, that downfall will have been ac-
complished by the clock-watchers and their
kin in alliance with the untimely pacifists.
A “peace by negotiation” always would
be possible if the war had been caused by
misunderstanding or launched in passion.
As it had been planned in cold delibera-
tion and scientifically prepared for through
decades, and precipitated at what was
thought to be an opportune moment, at
the spur of conscienceless ambition, a
“peace by negotiation” would be for the
benefit of the plotters only and a sure
prelude to a worse war in the near fu-
ture, a war already sketched in outline
by many spokesmen of the same ruthless
plotters. Peace by negotiation is sur-
render. Witness Russia and Roumania.
Peace talk is treason, in effect. What it
is in intent does not matter. “The only
thing that matters is final success.”

Benjamin de Casseres calls to us in
“The Undying Flame”:

“I am sowing seeds of life with the bodies

of the brave, .
I am scaling up the Past in a planetary

grave.

I shall use the blood of races on the
palette of my will,

1 shall sculpt another Dios
brains of those I kill—

For I am Liberty, the alchemist, and Man
is my retort!

with the

“I was nailed high in the Caucasus, where
my faith hung by a hair;

But I lived to sound the tocsin in Inde-
pendence Square.

They have mured me in foul dungeons,
sealed up with seven seals,

But my spirit smote the Pharoahs and

faid in dust Bastiles—
For I am Liberty, the Phoenix, and I die
to resurrect!

“Now across the seas they call me to a
Europe raped and riven,

By the Pharisees of Kultur
padrones lashed and driven.

They have called me through all ages,
and never yet in vain;

Flash the sword and sound the bugle
from San Diego up to Maine!

For 1 am Liberty, the gendarme, and I
have a warrant for a king!”

Freethinker’s Catechism

By EDGAR MONTEIL

The Catechism created s sensation at the time
of its appesrance; the clergy were particularly
infuriated at the bold opening declaration that
“God is an expression.’”” Attempts to introduce
the work into the lay hools caused |
excitement among the Catholics. The present
translation covers the entire text of the original.

Price, paper, 25 cents

by their

CAN JESUS SAVE? By W. E. Clark
Third reprint. The author got hold
of a good idea and worked it out ably.
Price 5 cents. : *
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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Senator Tillman of South Carolina is
stricken with a possibly fatal apoplexy.

Snow has fallen to a depth of from one
to three inches in several parts of Germany.

Shipments of meat and dairy products to
the Allies in May amounted to $111,034,-
937.

John A. Mitchell, founder and editor of
“Life,” died June 29, aged seventy-three
years.

Uruguay has made July 4 a permanent
national holiday, in honor of the United
States.

President Wilson, June 27, signed the bill
authorizing the erection of a statue of
James Buchanan.

Red Cross subscriptions in the second
fund drive now amount to $170,038,394,
with returns still coming in.

Anti-suffrage filibustering again pre-
vented the passage of the woman suffrage
amendment in the Senate June 27.

The revolutionary movement in Ukraine
is steadily growing in spite of arrests,
punitive expeditions and wholesale hanging.

The United States closes its first fiscal
year as a participant in the great war with
a trade balance of approximately $3,000,-
000,000.

The Senate, June 24, ratified a treaty ex-
tending for five years the general arbitra-
tion agreement between the United States
and Great Britain,

Influenza is now epidemic all along the
German front, and the prevalence of this
ailment is said to be hampering the prepara-
tions for offensive operations.

The Rev. Charles Allen, a Baptist min-
ister, paid a fine June 25 of $175 to the
New York State Conservation Commission
for violation of the game laws.

The New York state Socialists have
nominated for governor Charles W. Ervin,
editor of the Call. The candidate for
licutenant-governor is a woman,

Belgium, June 27, received another credit
of $9,000,000, bringing the total loaned to
that country up to $131,800,000 and the
total to the Allies to $5,981,590,000.

More than $12,600,000,000 is the actual
outlay since July 1, 1917, to meet the ex-
penses of the war. In peace times the
government spent less than $1,000,000,000
annually.

A snow-storm which developed into -a
terrific blizzard throughout southern South
America, did great damage on land and
spread havoc among the shipping along the
southern coast.

America's first great training school for
war nurses opened at Vassar College June
24, with an attendance slightly exceeding
five hundred young women graduates of
colleges from all over the United States.

The American stcamer Mary Olson, 843
tons gross, laden with coal, was burned
June 24, at her wharf at Cienfuegos, Cuba.
The captain and crew of the vessel have
been arrested, pending an investigation.

Southampton, June 27.—Work has been
begun on the largest American military
hospital in Great Britain. It will be at
Salisbury, and will accomodate 3,000
wounded Americans from the West front.

One million lire ($200,000) for the sup-
port of needy families of Italian soldiers
who participated in the victory against the
Austrians, has been given to the Italian
Red Cross on behalf of the American Red
Cross.

A permanent exposition, which each
summer is to serve as an industrial show
place for the metropolitan district of New
York had its formal opening June 29. It
is situated at 177th Street near Bronx
Park.

At the suggestion of Jacob H. Schiff an
endowment of $100,000, which he gave to
Cornell University in ,1912 to promote
studies in German culture, will be devoted
to a broader purpose. The trustees voted
to substitute the words “human civilization”
for “German culture” in the name of the
foundation.

The Dublin police June 24, seized 40,000
rounds of ammunition found in a consign-
ment of grain in the Smithfield Market.
It is believed the consignment formed a
part of a cargo of arms and ammunition
landed on the northern coast some time
ago.

In the House of Commons Premier
Lloyd George urged June 25, the need of
settling the Irish problem because it was
increasing the difficulties, not merely of
the British government, but the difficulties
of the United States government in con-
ducting the war.

Two-thirds of the German submarines
launched are already at the bottom of the
sea, according to a statement made to the
Deputies by the Under Secretary of the
French navy. “And,” continued the Under
Secretary, “we are destroying them twice
as fast as they are building them.”

Rather than comply with Secretary
Baker's order that all representatives of
the Council of National Defence shall re-
frain from further criticism of the loyalty
of the Hearst newspapers,, Dr. James A.
B. Scherer, chief field agent of the state
councils section of that organization, has
handed in his resignation.

Eugene V. Debs, who has four times been
the Socialist candidate for President, was
arrested in Cleveland, Ohio, June 30, on a
warrant made after a secret indictment by
the federal grand jury, based on the speech
of Mr. Debs at the Socialist State Con-
vention in Canton, June 16, supposed to
have been violative of the Espionage act.

THE WAR.

June 24, American troops on the Marne
front cleared the north-western part of
Belleau Wood of all Germans, captured
some prisoners and took five machine guns.

The Italians captured 45,000 prisoners
and enormous stores of war material in
their counter offensive, which drove the
Austrians across the Piave.

The British transport Dwigsk, 8,173 tons,
was torpedoed and sunk by a U-boat about
700 miles east of the Virginia capes.

June 25, the west bank of the Piave
River was completely reoccupied by the
Ttalians. The last rear guard of the re-
treating Austrains was forced to surrender.

Austrian losses total 200,000 men. Cer-
tain enemy divisions lost two-thirds of
their effectives. ’

Between 65 and 70 per cent. of the 900,-
000 American soldiers sent to France are
actual combat troops.

Repulse of a strong German attack
against the French positions in the region
of Le Port, north of the Aisne, and the
capture of prisoners by British and French
raiding parties are reported in to-day.

June 26, the Allied armies on the battle-
front in France engaged in sharp local
fighting and raiding operations in Flanders
and Picardy.

The Italians are continuing their clean-
up along the Piave battlefront, driving
back further the Austrians still on the west
bank of the river in the swamp region near
the sea.

June 27, a regiment of troops in General
Pershing’s Expeditionary Forces was or-
dered to Italy.

The Italians are continuing local attacks
against the Austrian positions along the
whole front and strengthening their de-
fenses against a possible renewal of the
enemy’s drive.

British troops on the Flanders battle-
front captured a German stronghold in a
surprise operation west of Vieux-Berquin.
Prisoners and machine guns were taken.

June 29, the Americans captured 309
German prisoners and destrcved three Ger-
man airplanes. America’s total loses in the
war are 10,089. There have been 3951
deaths in the service.

The Italians launchead a heavy blow
against the Austrian positions on Monte di
Vul Bella, and in a bitter struggle wrested
the height from the enemy.

June 30, the Allied armics attacked sud-
denly in two widely separated sectors on
the West front, driving the enemy back
about a mile in each assault on a totol
front of eight and a half miles.

IN BEST OF HUMOR.

SIX HISTORIC
AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BY
John E. Remsburg

George Washington
Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Paine

Benjamin Franklin
Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses 8. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in
American History, and Not
One of Them Was a Christian.
All Were 'Unbelievers — All
Freethinkers.

WASHINGTON

Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was
not a Christian communi-
cant.

2. That he was not a be-
liever in the Christian re-

ligion.
JEFFERSON

Says Benjamin Lossing
in his “Lives ot the Signers
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence”:

“In religion he was a
Freethinker; in morals pure
and unspotted.”

PAINE

In regard to Paine’s Re-
ligious views Mr. Remsburg
establishes the negative of
the following: 1. Was Paine
an Atheist? 2. Was he a
Christian? 3. Did he re-
cant?

FRANKLIN

“It is much to be lament-
ed that a man of Franklin’s
general good character and

eat influence should have

een an unbeliever in Chris-
tianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make
others unbelievers.” — Dr.
Priestley.

LINCOLN
A cloud of witnesses tes-
tify to Lincoln’s rejection of
Christianity.

GRANT
The refutation of Grant’s
alleged Christian belief is
complete, and the proofs of
his disbelief are full and

convincing.

The Book contains about 550
pages. It has portraits of
Paine, Jefferson, Washington,
Franklin, Lincoln and Grant.

It is printed in large clear
typc on heavy paper, and
handsomely bound.

PRICE, $1.28

A Book that Every American
Freethinker will Delight
to Own.

ADDRESS

The TRUTH SEEKER
62 Vesey Street, New York

Ecstasy.—She—Will you 'be happy

when you start for France?
He—Happy? We will be in trans-

ports.—The Gas Attack (Camp Wads-

worth).

Music with His Meals.—A young blood
went into a cafe in Eldorado the other
day, Rolla Clymer reports, and, point-
ing to the first item on the menu, asked
the waiter to bring him some of that.

“Sorry,” said the waiter, “but the or-
chestra is playing that”’—Kansas City
Star.

A Natural-Born Aeronaut.—Sergeant
Mutt, after vainly trying to teach a new
recruit the Manual of Arms: “Private
Nuts, you should be in the aviation
corps.”

Private Nuts—“Why, sir?”

“Because you are no good on earth.”—
The Sheridan Revcille (Camp Sheridan).

His First Performance. — “Who’s
dead?” asked the stranger, viewing the
elaborate funcral procession.

“The bloke what's inside the coffin,”
answered an irreverent small boy.

“But who is it?” the stranger pursued.

“It's the Mayor,” was the reply.

“So the Mayor is dead, is he?” mused
the stranger.

“Well, I guess,” said the small boy,
witheringly. “D’you think he’s having
a rehcarsal?”—Milestones.

A Warrior’'s Luck—“What was the
narrowest escape you ever had?” the
beautiful girl asked when she and the
bronzed colonel were alone together.

“I don’t suppose you’ll believe me if I
tell you,” he replied.

“Of course I will. Why shouldn’t I?
I'm dying to hear all about it. Was it
while you were stationed in the Philip-
pines?”

“No, it was just after I had graduated
from West Point. I had an engagement
to elope with a lady, but she insisted
on postponing it on account of rain."—
Springfield (O.) News.

A Revivalist Revived.—A Revivalist
who had fallen dead in the pulpit from
too violent religious exercise was as-
tonished to wake up in Hades. He
promptly sent for the Adversary of Souls
and demanded his freedom, explaining
that he was utterly orthodox, and had
always led a pious and holy life.

“It is all very true,” said the Adver-
sary, “but you taught by example that
a verb should not agree with its subject
in person and number, whereas the Good
Book says that contention is worse than
a dinner of herbs. You also tried to
relcase the objective case from its thral-
dom to the preposition; and it is written
that servants should obey their masters.
You stay right here."—Ambrose Bierce,
Fantastic Fables.

The Selfish Farmer Again.—A senator,
apropos of the farmer’s attempt to raise
the price of wheat, said the other day:

“The farmers are actuated by selfish
motives in this business. It's like the
story of the duel.

“Two gentlemen with their seconds re-
tired to a farmer’s meadow to fight a
duel. The various preliminaries were ar-
ranged, and the duel was just about to
begin when the gaunt figure of the farm-
er was scen racing across the grass
toward the scene of conflict.

“The farmer semed in great distress
of mind. ‘A humane chap, the principals
and seconds thought; ‘he wants to pre-
vent bloodshed’; and they welcomed him
kindly.

“‘Excuse me, gents,’ the farmer said,
gulping with emotion, ‘but is this here
goin’ to be a sword or a pistol duel?

“‘Sword duel’ said a second. ‘Why?’

“‘Well, you see,’ said the farmer, ‘if
it was a pistol duel I'd want to take my
cows in first””—Washington Star.
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THE CREEDS OF TIIE WCRLD.

The priests of one religion never credit the mira-
cles of another religion. ls this beciwuse priests in-
stinctively know priests? Now, whena Christian tells
a Buddhist some of the miracles of the Testament,
the Buddhist smiles. When a DBuaddhist tells a
Christian the miracles performed by Buddha, the
Christian laughs. This reminds me of an incident.
A man told a most wonderful story. Everybody
presant expressed surprise and astonishment, except
one man. He said nothing; he did not even change
countenance. One who noticed that the story had
had no effect on this man, said to him: “You do not
seem to be astonished in the least at this marvelous
tale.” The man replied, “No; I am a liar myself.”

‘We have found that other religions are like ours,
with precisely the same basis, the same idiotic mir-
acles, the same martyrs, the same early fathers, and,
as a rule, the same Christ or savior. 1t will hardly
do to say that all others like ours are false and ours
the only true one when others substantially like it
are thousands of years older. We have at last
found that a religion is simply an effort on the part
of man to account for what ge sees, what he expe-
riences, what he feels, what he fears, and what he
bopes.—Ingersoll.

Many will admit that religions owe their origin to
the fears and hopes of men, if we except their own
religion. All are of human invention except their
own, which came direct from heaven. God spoke to
Uonfucius, Zoroaster, Gautama, Moses, Paul, Mo-
bammed, Swedenborg, and Joe Smith—eo the fol-

lower of each claims, but deniss that he spoke to any
of the others. Among the followers of Moses and
Paul, called “ Christians,” a difference exists about
the interpretation of these words of God, each claim-
ing to be the custodian of the truth. The Roman
church, the Greek church. the one hundred and
sixty sects of Christiansin the United States and one
hundred and eighty odd in England, each believes
itself to have the mind of the Spirit, that Christ

‘promised should lead his followers into all truth. A

eading light among the “ Brethren” in England se-
riously told me that he never knew anyone to study
the Bible prayerfully without accepting his views as
to the order and standing of the church; others
studied, but not prayerfully. Yet this good man
had quarreled with the other leaders of Lis sect, and
set up a separate meeting of his own. Each believed
he had the infallible guidance oi the Holy Ghost,
aAn(ida possessed a knowledge of the truth.—R. C.
ms.

The religions of this world are numerous and va-
zious, but the priesthood is the same in all places, a
fact which doubtless goes to prove that it is of ori-
gin divine.— Poltazre.

That prophet ill sustains his holy call,

‘Who forms not heaven to suit the tastes of all,

Houries for boys, omnipotence for sages,

And wings and glory for all ranks and ages.

— Moore.

A true religion, concerning all men in all times
and in all places, should of necessity be eternal,
universal, and evident. Not one has these three
characteristics. Tkus they are thrice prcven false.
—Diderot.
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Nature loves a weed.
»

Every falsity that religion invents is called a
mystery.
®
When man is afraid to tell the truth he ought
tc tell what he is afraid of.
»

If man had waited for religion to invent the
stove he would have frozen to death centuries ago.
®

You might kill every deity in the world and
you would not draw a drop of blood or leave a
corpse on the ground.

»

When the “mass” is being performed in a Roman
Catholic church and the priest is eating and drink-
ing his God, is the divine oblation alive or dead?
Is the victim of this religious sacrifice aware of
his fate?

.=

The first thing that men and women need to do
is to get all theological teachings out of their heads.
They are not true. All the angels in heaven will
never come to the earth to help you, and all the
devils in hell will never come to the earth to harm
you. There is a reason. It is this: There are no

angels and no devils. The church perjured itself |

about these creatures and it is doing so today.
]

A man stays in a pulpit (after he gets into it)
until he grows enough to break the shell; or he
stays in it all his life. If he breaks the shell and
gets out of it he is alive; if he does not get out
of it he is dead. A pulpit is only a lot of dead
opinions around a man which he is ordained to
preach or repeat. If he preaches any other kind
of opinions the pulpit breaks and a free man is

born.
»

There is not one particle of sense or reason why
a parochial school should be allowed in this coun-
try. The public school is good enough for all, and
what is good enough for the best educated and
most enlightened of our people is certainly good
enough for the ignorant and degraded. I would
put into every parochial school building the same
text books that are used in the public schools, and
have the same exercises therein that prevail in the
public school, or I would close their doors.

»

I have said a great deal in the past fifty years,

and said it to the public out loud, from the pulpit,

the platform and the press, but I have more to
say of the same sort. The curse of this world is
religion and what passes for religion—Christianity.
Anyone who says God for Nature is saying some-
thing that won’t stand criticism. Nature is no more
God than Devil; no more good than bad; no more
divine than fiendish. You cannot praise Nature
without praising the cyclone as well as the zephyr;
the hawk as well as the dove.
L 3

Is there any way of getting rid of Roman Ca-
tholicism except by making it a crime to teach or
support this superstition? Religion is about as bad
as anything can be, but ordinary religion is a vir-
tue compared with Romanism. The American peo-
ple are being fooled in thinking that the Roman
Catholic church deserves their respect. It deserves
their severest condemnation. The stuff that is per-
formed by the priest on Sunday is worse than
ridiculous; it is disgusting. The making and eat-
ing of a god is super-cannibalism. L. K. W.

»

The Past and the Present.

There is but little, if any, religion in the world
that is not contrary to good sense, most of it is
more interested in dead people than in living ones;
in what happened thousands of years ago than in
what is going on today. Why should we care
whether Elijah went to heaven in a fiery chariot or
on the back of a camel, or whether he ever went
to heaven at all? It is of far more consequence
that the poor invalids of our cities get a few ridesa
into the country in the summer season when the
world is beautiful and glad than to know in what
kind of a vehicle a Hebrew prophet performed his
celestial journey. The humanity that is concerned
about the inmates of our tenement houses com-
mends itself to real men and women more than the
piety that is interested in the contents of Noah's
ark.

There is a lot of sympathy that weeps over the
tragedy of the cross; but has no tears for the poor
wretches whose whole life is a tragedy of suffering
—one constant battle with the enemies of life and
happiness. The piety that has pity for the children
of Israel, but no feeling of compassion for the
starving ones of America, is, to my mind, fit only
for a pack of wolves or a nest of snakes.

If you wish to melt the orthodox heart and open
the pocket of the “unco guid.” you need only to tell
of some poor Hottentots in Africa who worship
beetles and toads. The motto of orthodoxy is:
Millions for the heathen in foreign lands; the poor
at home must look out for themselves.

The clergyman has been looked upon as the
Moses appointed to lead the world through the
Red sea of trouble, but, instead, he too often leads
it into the dead sea of mental and moral stagna-
tion. :

Much of the past that was had has survived, and
only little that was good. We have the names of
too many royal and cassocked brutes and too few
names of those brave and noble men and women
who tried to free the world of its heartless op-
pressors through the gentle means of education.

Too much interest is manifested in the dead past
and too little in the living present. For this state
of things religion is chiefly to blame. It would be
a good thing for mankind if the whole pious outfit
of the Hebrew and Christian faith were consigned
to the cemetery of forgetfulness. L. K. W.

Past Believing.

The determination on the part of religious be-
lievers to represent the war as working a great
spiritual change in the lives of mankind is becoming
more emphatic every day. It has been long under-
stood that religion as conceived by ecclesiasticism
no longer plays an important part in the economy
of French life. Believers, numerically, have been
reduced in France to a few millions, whereas fifty
or more years ago the census recorded some 35,-

000,000 Roman Catholics in the republic. In the
face of these facts, M. Maurice Barres, a French-
man, has just published a book called “The Faith
of France,” in which he endeavors to show that
the effects of the war upon the French people in
the way of spiritualizing them and giving them @
new vision of the “eternal verities,” and the life
of God in the soul, is one of its most important
and striking features. He tells of the different
creeds of France, Catholic and Protestant, Jew and
Gentile, Deist and Agnostic, and many others, and
endeavors to show that while they widely vary in
their beliefs and in their points of view, they have
all in this war been brought to substantial unity in
an exaltation of spiritual faith that is supernal and
supreme. Religion is a poor judge of national con-
ditions. It always makes the mistake of attributing
to its influence any uncommon development of
mental or moral idealism that may at any time take
rise among a vivacious and- impressionable people.
That France has been greatly sobered under the
stress of the infamous war through which it has
been called to go, is a natural consequence, and well
understood by the rational mind; but that the hor-
rors of the present war have inspired the nation
that could face the terrors of the French Revo-
lution to welcome again the teaching of religion
and the sophisms of ecclesiasticism—this is past be-
lieving; and no amount of pious drivel, whether
delivered by Frenchmen or others, could shake
our well-grounded confidence in the essential Ra-
tionalism of the best and noblest of the French
nation. We have heard from the Christian ele-
ment; we now await the judgment of the critical
thinker—the scientific Agnostic.

The Morals on vthe Situation.

The speech of the German Emperor on the oc-
casion of the thirtieth anniversary of his ascending
the imperial throne has caused much surprise and
disappointment among his subjects. The emperor
now declares that the war is not a matter of
strategic campaign, but a struggle of two world
views wrestling with one another. “Either German
principles of right, freedom, honor and morality
must be upheld, or Anglo-Saxon principles with
their idolatry of Mammon must be victorious.” If
this is indeed the alternative upon which the kaiser
has based the methods of his unique warfare, the
world has long since decided as to its preferences
in the case. This last utterance of the German
ruler has wonderfully cleared the military atmos-
phere, but it has added nothing to his honor or the
strength of his integrity as a sincere and truthful
character. The German people are beginning to
realize this; and if we are not greatly mistaken in
our judgment, there is every reason to believe that
in this last speech his imperial majesty has awakened
a train of thoughts in the Teutonic mind which
were complete strangers there before he thus spoke.
The Frankfurter Zettung, in commenting on the
kaiser’s words, says: “Every German believed his
fatherland was in danger, and he had set out to
defend his home, his workshop, his wife and his
children. Germany, at the present moment, knows
that the worship of money and materialism is not
merely confined to England. She also knows that
honor and morals are not German monopolies. She
is ready enough to fight to defend herself; she re-
fuses to shed the best of her blood to make a
theological ideal triumph and to enforce her ideas
on the world, as if she were the chosen people.”
The Germans ought to know by this time that they
have been deceived by a party of adventurous war
lords, bent simply upon plunder and conquest. And
the true morals of the situation as now revealed
by the kaiser are plainly these: that any government
that deliberately, and after forty years of thought
and preparation, creates a war, and demands the
full support of the people, while deceiving them
as to the reasons for commencing and continuing
the conflict, ostracizes itself completely from the
respect and fellowship of the nations that love
truth and honor above all things.
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Absent-minded Giving.

The special grand jury reporting to the judge in
Court of Special Sessions, New York, June 28, re-
turned, in connection with the war “faking” inves-
tigation, a presentment showing the extent to which
the public has been victimized by bogus war chari-
ties.
terprises,h'ave been looked into and a ‘“‘substantial
percent”’ of them condemned. "The Grand Jury “is
convinced that remedial steps should be takén to
provide that some responsible public office should
be created and operated by the federal government
during the period of the war, the head of which
should have supervision and summary powers over
all so-called ‘war charities.””

Among instances of enterprises that surely have
needed supervision is mentioned the army and navy
bazar held last fall, which collected from the pub-
lic about $75,000, but turned over to the soldiers
only $645. The movement called the “American
Ambulance in Russia,” a similar instance of “fak-
ing,” enriched only the collectors, and did not even
pay its bills. There is at present in the courts, under
indictment, Mrs. William Cumming Story, one-
time president of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, the New York State Federation of
Women’s Clubs, and a member of the Colonial
Dames, who is charged in three indictments with
petit larceny, grand larceny and conspiracy. She
headed the National Emergency Relief Society, for
which money was collected in large sums, and it
is alleged that her two sons, who are co-defendants,
enjoyed a “rake off” of about fifty per cent of the
whole, while solicitors received a share of the re-
maining moiety. The Philadelphia Public Ledger
of June 26 reports an investigation of the Young
Women’s Christian Association, which reveals that
the lady president of the central branch, Mrs. Jo-
seph H. Hudson, has been living on the association’s
funds, besides drawmg a salary of $1,500 a year as

rellglous instructor.”

It is difficult to decide whether the ° grafters in
some fund-raising organizations are the exceptions,
or whether the exceptions are only those who are
exposed.

In Canada the Young Men’s Chnstlan Associa-
tion is called upon by Editor Moore of the Montreal
Churchman to give an account of its receipts and
disbursements. Somebody, he says, is enjoying a
huge trade, and he inquires: “Who gets the prof-
its?” - The Toronto paper called Jack Canuck sec-
onds the demand for a balance sheet and publishes
letters- and paragraphs aimed at the Y. M. C. A.

In one day’s issue of the New York Sun we read
that the Committee of the Knights of Columbus an-
nounces that “about $7,000,000 has been expended
by the Knights in their war activities.” For “ex-
pended” we may read “collected.” In another num-
ber of the Sun is the report from Chicago, July 1,
that a “drive” directed by the Rev. John W. Han-
cher of New York has netted the Methodist Epis-
copal church $27,000,000. Whether this “drive”
was camouflaged as a war activity we do not know,
but we know that it is against the principles and
practice of religion and the churches to overlook
an economic opportunity. This fact was empha-
sized twice in one day lately when we were “held
up” for the Jewish War Relief Fund.

In war time the pubilc seems to be more than
commonly forgetful and absent-minded. We do
not stop to think that the managers of the Y.M.C.A.
war activities are the persons who run at a profit
the institutions described by Franklin Steiner in
a recent number of Tne TrutH SEEKER; that the
Knights of Columbus are the same individuals we
should be most likely to make the acquaintance of
in the councils of Tammany Hall, and that the
war fund whose symbol is the blue star is con-
ducted by persons of a race who look keenly at a
dollar before allowing it to pass from their control.
In other words, the gainful predilection is strong
even in charity, and, as the Grand Jury has dis-
covered and published, the predaceous instinct is

not absent.

About three hundred different charitable en-

Of course the work of these religious
organizations is more or. less highly praised, but
that is because they are religious. Praise is given
to them as it is to “God,” from. custom and habit,
whether it is due or not. That is why we hear twice
as much about their deeds as about the Red Cross,
which is secular.

It strikes us as strange that with the govern-
ment offering its securities in almost unlimited
amounts, and with every assurance that a strict
account will be exacted for the use made of the
proceeds, the public can still be induced to divert
funds from essential and imperative needs to these
multifarious amateur and irresponsible enterprises
presented by the Grand Jury where a dollar given
is an a pebble cast in the seven seas. A soldier
who has been a year overseas writes: “I have seen
pictures in the New York papers of soldiers in
France being served with pancakes by the Y.M.C.A.,
but that is the first we have heard of it here.” The
pancake- eatmg troops were perhaps posed and the
picture taken for home consumption. The same
soldier adds: “We often wonder where those dif-
ferent ‘funds’ go to. Red Cross and Liberty
Loans are all I approve of.”

That is what we have had in mind and said—
Liberty Loans and Red Cross contributions. Billions
for bonds; millions for mercy. The rest is tribute
to nobody knows whom.

Are There Any Divine Things?

It is time for the world to take account of stock
in its divine things, and in divinity, too. We wish
to know if we have any divine things, and we wish
to know what they are and where they are. Is
there any divinity in those things which are called
divine? That is what we wish to find out.

And we wish also to ascertain whether under the
divine name there is a God. Is God a fact? The
color of fear or the color of love in a man’s face,
when the word God is spoken, is not evidence
that God exists. Man has been frightened by re-
ligious teachers until he is ready to pale at the
mention of the divine name. Now, for a truth,
what is the meaning of this word “God”? Does it
mean what it has been made to mean? Does it
mean that there is a power in the universe that is
beneficent, merciful and loving?

That is what religion has taught men and women.
Is it true?

What is there in the material world that is evi-

dence of a benevolent power that can be called God >

What is-there in human affairs that shows that God
is making human history? What is there anywhere
that is proof of a divine Providence?

It strikes us that divine things belong to the realm
of fiction. Take a church building in which men
worship God. It is made entirely of material things.
What makes this building divine?
spoken by a clergyman have consecrated it, that is,
have given the quality of divinity to.it. Nothing
was added to the building that could be detected..
Take any of the articles on the altar. They are all
consecrated, arid consecration makes them holy, but=
man does the consecrating.

The service held in the church is called a “divine
service.” What is it in reality? A man reads from'
a book, a choir of men and women sing some songs,
written by men and women; a man reads an essay,
or talks, to the audience present, and offers a prayer
to God. What is there ‘in this that is divine? That
is what we wish to know. '

God did not build the church, nor make any of
the consecrated articles upon its altar, nor give any
directions about its services. Man is the author otJ
all the divinity which makes the church and- ItS’
trappings divine, so far as we can see. What is,
there that e do not see, if there is anything> A
thing done in God's name is not divine. What we
wish to find out is this: Is the church telling the
truth about divinity, or is it telling what is not true?

Can man make things divine? Is there anything
divine except what has been made so by man?

A few words:

“The Vicar of Christ.”

Great things ought naturally to be expected from
a person arrogating to himself this seemingly tre-
mendous title.. As the-Viear of Christ, or, to change
the expression, Vicegerent of God, the Pope of
Rome is supposed to act the part on earth that the
Almighty Father performs in heaven. Hé is cred-
ited with speaking and-acting fer God in this tem-
poral realm, seeing that Christ is no longer upon the
earth to direct human affairs for himself. In view
of- this papal claim, it will be interesting to learn
the manner in which “His Holiness” puts into prac-
tice his unprecedented prerogative. .

We have an instance at hand. . Pope Benedict, in
connection with St. Peter’s-Day, June 29, sent a let-
ter to all Romish bishops throughout the world, in
which he made known his pontifical duties respect-
ing the war, thus revealing the extent of his power
and influence as God’s chief representative on the
earth. He first informs his Catholic subjects that
he has neglected nothing, so far as in him lay, of
whatever the knowledge of his apostollc duty dic-
tated to him or the charity of Christ suggested to
him.

Immediately upon this statement, the pope adds:
“We then leave in the hands of God, who rules all
hearts and the course of events, all our anxieties,
and from him alone, who heals by chastening, we
await the end of this tremendous scourge.” We
challenge any man to discover the exercise of any
peculiar vicarious power in these acts and words of
the pope. Some time ago he made a plea for peace,
which act—however men .may view the motives
prompting it—was plainly one which the situation
did not call for. For one to advocate peace, when
there remained unsolved questions of the highest
moeral import to all the civilized nations of the
world, was simply to retard the progress of jus-
tice, and to pave the way for the outbreak of
future wars.

To leave everything in the hands of God and to
await patiently the end-of the confliet;-does not- sug-
gest the possession of arty supernaturally bestowed
powers irf the person thus comporting- himself. One
does nof need to be a pope to sit with easy smugness
in a comfortable home and piously await the end
of a struggle that calls for the keenest mental dis-
cernment, and the deepest appreciation of moral is-
sues wisely to adjudicate. Most men have been
for,'ce,d' into this attitude of mind and heart, not pos-
<essing the authority to take a more active part;
but in the case of a pope, who defines himself as

. Pontifex Maximus, supreme arbiter in questions of

faith and morals, the case is highly different.

When the pope speaks of himself as the highest
authority in the world in matters of faith and mor-
als, he means that men shall understand that it is
for him to determine what things they are to believe
n rellglon, and what acts are to be considered right
or wrong in their life as moral beings. In other
words, Roman Cathohusm is the true rehglon and
the. morals of Liguori-and other Roman casuists
the correct ethics for mankmd and jllSt because
the pope says so.

NIf the pope believes this: about hxmself a better
time for the exercise of his infallible powers never
existed than during the period of the present war.
If the pope, knowing his infallible gift to judge
correctly all questions involving morality, refuses
to act in the military issue now before the world
by declaring publicly wherein the crime consisted
and who have the right on. their side, he must be
looked upon as himself a moral delinquent, shirk-

.ing his peculiar duty, and for sinister reasons a'-

lowing his beneficent power to lapse, while thou-
sands of his devoted subjects waited in breathless
fear for his august decision. If he be fallible like

- the rest of mankind, and his higher claims are im-

postures, why does he not acknowledge his error to
the world, and give up at once his preposterous
claims, and cease to delude a credulous people with
notions of power which, when demanded in the in-
terests of the race, fail to prove operative?




g!

Nt

i

The Truth Seeker—July I3, 1918

437

Never in the history of the papacy has the infal-
lible character.of the pope's office received such a
decisive blow as when a decision was called for as

to the merits of the great war, and it was found that

the pope had nothing to say. Any man can call for
peace without attaching to his person any unusual
prestige, or demanding any special commendation
as a wise judge among men. The Socialists antici-
pated the pope in their demand for an early peace,
but no one thought to give them special honor on
this account; for the issue before the world today,
as between a judge and a criminal, is. not peace but
justice. The question is one of morality though the
pope try so hard to becloud the issue by dwell-
ing upon the horrors of the war, against which he
prays for a prompt surcease. His insistency upon
prayer to God for peace is based.on the idea that
the war is a scourge sent by an angry deity because
of the arrogance and sin of men.

A person holding this view is utterly mcapable
of passing any reasonable judgment upon the issues
involved in this infamous war. If God willed the
war as a means to human redemption, the pope does
well to sit in silence and await the result predestined
by his heavenly Father.  But if the war:originated
with a-bloodthirsty people, bent only on conquest
and -power, then the attitude of .the pope is mast
reprehensible, showing him to be a person of neither
courage nor conviction, but a wretched time-server,
interested primarily and alone in- the aggrandize-
ment of the religious organization of which he pre-
tends to be the divinely-appointed head. .

A pope that is afraid to-take sidesin. a great con-
test between good ‘and evil is not a man worthy to
hold any office either in church or state. ;What a
lamentable picture he presents to the wotld today!
While the heads of all religious bodies :in both the
Entente nations and those of the Central Powers
have clearly told the world where they.stand in- this
contest of morals, God's peculiar  representative,
his consecrated Vicar, sits as dumb tq the great
ethical principles involved as one of \the squatting
gargoyles upon the eaves of seme.gothic cathedral.
Will Catholics never awaken to a realization of the
wicked absurdities of papalism, and. the farcical
position which it maintains in declaring itself to be
man'’s chief guide in faith and morals?"

Popery:and Democracy.
"In a democraey; the' stdbility of all' institutions
essential to freedom and to the peace and prosperity
of the people, depends on the mamtenance of the

principle that the .people are the source of all civil

power, and on the frée and unrestricted franchise.
Whoever, therefore, denies this prtncnple and at-
tempts to control the franchise in contradiction to
it, or exercises the franchise in the’ interest of any
power or person denymg this principle, commlts an
act of treason; and any foreign person_or power
sanctioning or instigating' such interference wnth the
fundamental features of our democratic govern-
ment, and the pEwersron of the franchise, commits
an act of war. Such were the views of Washmg-
ton, of Jefferson, of Jackson, of Lincoln, ‘and of
every administration loyal to democracy.

Now, what are thé relations of ‘Popery to the "

great American Repubhc The pope, and his bish-
ops in this country, &eny that the people are the
source of all civil power. They maintain that in
the infallible pontiff,‘as the Vicar of Christ, resides
this power; that the 'people are not the sovereigns,
and are only entltled to so much power, spiritual
and temporal, as the pope chooses to grant. In
other words, the pobe arrogates to himself all the
powers of government, and consequently the right
to use force, directly of indirectly, to get possession
of the powers of gdvernment. Such is the logic
of his assumed positién as-the infallible represen-
tative of the delty Jot. rather ‘as the incarnation
thereof. R | RALEE

‘Through his ofﬁcers ?he bls'hops and priests, the

pope admontshes ,and.o‘rcfe.rs the - Rbman. Catholic
voters of our republic t¢’ exercise the franchise in

violation of, and against the fundamental principles
of our government, in the interest of a foreign rule
which claims supremacy over all the governments
of the earth, and intends to displace our institutions
by stratagem, and to substitute its own clerical
despotism. Through these men, the pope incites the
native born Roman Catholic voters to rebellion, to
disobedience to the laws of the country, and to dis-
loyalty, when he demands from them to take their
politics from him, and to vote as he directs.

He demands from all naturalized Catholic citi-
zens obedience to the canon law, which says: *‘No
oaths are to be kept if they are against the inter-
ests of the church of Rome; they are not to be
called oaths but perjuries”; and thus commands
‘perjury and the violation of the oath of allegiance
to the nation. In all these requirements the pope
commits acts of war. The Romish bishops and
priests in this country are the emissaries of a for-
eign power in actual war with the republic. All
Roman Catholic voters loyal to-theé pontiff, in a
legal sense, are traitors to the republic, and as such

ship, and should lose their sovereignty. It is only
‘a matter of opportunity and of time when they will
be traitors de facto. .

In dealing with Romanism, the American democ-
:racy meets a foreign power that has gained a lodg-
ment on American soil—a power hostile to our civ-
ilization, to our ideas of ethics, dnd to our demo-
cratic institutions. The establishment 'of a papal
vice-regency at Washington was the first act of a
drama of war between Romanism on the one side
and Americanism on the other; it was the first
move by a pope (Leo XIII) to realize the wonderful
scheme of saving the papacy by transplanting it to
the United States, and to supplant the democratic
government of the country, should the opportunity
offer, with that of Romish théocracy. .

‘Public ' war is the condition now existing between
the American democracy and the papacy. Morally

treatment: of the Romish question. ‘There is no
compromxse possible. It is a-fight to the finish. It
is either surrender to-a foreign power and the sub-
stitution of another civilization, or the suppression
of the treasonable elements in the organism of the
‘republic, and the permanent exclusxon of papal in-
fluences. -

-0~

V\.’e'.are sonletimes criticized by persons ifi éu’thor-
ity on the score that we do not understand the. Bi-
'ble At least that is the 1mphcat10n that such criti-
cism usually conveys. Well we are ‘not. exactly_ a
fool; the fault may be in the book. Why .was it
not made plainer?’” Why ‘did God write it. so that
thousands of gentlemen get a fine living by explain-
ing it—in all sorts of different ways? We are re-
minded that the Bible is not a handbook of physica.l
science: But did the church think so when it im-
prisoned Galileo and made him swear that the earth
did not go round the sun? The religionist tells us
that “Genesis gives an account of the origin. of mat-
ter, and of life, and, finally, of man, which science
has_not dispraved, on the admission ‘of. her most
eminent sons.” The Bible is a handbook of science
after all then! But what has science to do with the
origin of matter? The origin of life is still an open
‘question. The origin of man is not an open ques-
tion. Genesis gives us a piece of mythology; Dar-
win gave us the truth. Among the eminent sons
of science who is greater than he? Yet he has
utterly exploded the Adam and Eve story. Darwin
has left it on record that he rejected all revelation,
and that for nearly forty years of his life he was
a disbeliever in Christianity. He. did subscribe to a
Missionary Society that was attempting to reform
South American savages, but he never subscribed a
penny for the propagation of Christianity in Eng-
land. We ourself might think Christianity good for
savages. Let the Christian rewrite his Bible in the
light of modern intelligence, and then all criticism
of those who formerly differed with him w1ll be
[ermanently eliminated.

~ -
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have forfeited all rights and privileges of citizen- |

and politically such must be our standpoint in thesf ,fro.qt who desire it.

Dunning Delinquents.

It is easier for the publisher of a paper not ex-
pected to be self-supporting to ask for contributions
and gratuities than it is for him to dun subscrib-
ers who are in his debt. The reason is that the
contributor, the donor, is supposed to give from
his abundance, while a subscriber may be short of
cash at the-time he gets the- dun. That makes it
embarrassing for us to call the attention of a por-
tion of our patrons to the fact that they are in
arrears and that a renewal is desired.-

The situation when a subscriber must be asked
for payment is somewhat relieved by the suspicion
that his delinquency is due to forgetfulness or in-
dolence—that he knows he should renew, and has
the ability but lacks the incentive to overcome the
inertia. In that case no compunction is felt in sup-
plying the occasion by prompting him to remit.

We therefore ask that all subscribers whose tab,
appearing on the wrapper of their paper, shows that
their subscription is expired, and that hence they
have a duty to perform, will attend to the matter at
once, and that those who cannot conveniently do so
now will give it attention as early as possible. The
outgo involved in issuing this paper regularly is
constant and certain. If the income is not equally
constant and equally certain we arrive soon at a
condition when it is impossible to go on.
~ The delinquent subscriber is an asset worth al-
most any number of prospects. He has the habit,
and the inclination to renew is strengthened by the
obligation he is under to pay arrearages.

So, Mr. Delinquent, Mr. Man in Arrears, we ex-
pect you to “come across.” The regular subscrip-
tion is $3.50 a year, but the man who keeps the list
will mark you up two years for $6, if you request
him to do so. And, provided you are able finan-
cially, send the paper also to some acquaintance
who needs 'it, or contribute to the Soldier Fund—

'that is, the fund to send THE TRUTH SEEKER and

other _Freethought literature to the boys at the

But first make your own calling and election
sure. If on examination of the tab on your wrap-
per you find yourself behind in your subscription—
if your time has elapsed, if you are in arrears—
please make a renewal the business of your first
leisure moment. The matter is vital and of great
moment to this paper.- Renew now.

The Rev. Dr. Cortlandt Myers came from Bos-
‘ton lately to preach for a day in a New York church
and repeat the statement that Germany is what she
is because the kaiser ‘“‘does not use the name of
Christ” and because she has been ‘“destroying the
Bible for one hundred years.” The latter charge
has reference to the fact that German higher critics
‘have destroyed some popular misconceptions re-

. garding the Bible, but we have strong assurance

from the Rev. William A. Sunday that the old anvil
still resists the assaults of the hammer; and the
fact should not be overlooked that of the work of
the higher critics the kaiser has expressed his stern
disapproval. As to Christ, who occupies a promi-
nent place in the kaiser’s thinking, it should be suf-
ficient for Dr. Myers to point out that the influence
of the gentler teachings of Jesus is not visible in the
horrifying acts of the German army and navy.
“Gentlemen,” said the kaiser to his chaplains, “sup-
pose Christ entered at this moment through yonder

door. Could we look him in the face? We must
make him the ideal of our practical life. We must
live with the Lord.” But Jesus said: “And why

ca]l ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say?’ (Luke vi, 46.) Instead of denying the
record, why do not the ministers hand that saying
of the Lord to Kalser Bili?

.

The concrete steamer, launched on the Pacific
coast and proven a success on her first trip, has been
christened “Faith.”” Why not “Works”? Or, as
she is one of the latest achievements of classified
and applied knowledge, why not “Science”?



438

The Truth Seeker.—dJuly 13, 1918

A BRIEF STUDY OF MORALS.

The Practice of a Natural and Rationalistic Sys-
tem Shows Best Results.

It has been said that “there is nothing new under
the sun.” In the realm of morals we find that every
sentiment and principle has been expressed in one
form or another by men of the earliest ages, and
that no moral precept of modern times exists for
which parallels cannot be found in the systems of
ancient days.

In the opinion of many, the best way to study
history as a whole, is to study the development of
the moral growth of mankind, for it includes not
alone a record of morals and ethics but the story
of the great religions of the world as well. Moral
ideas have been the great regulative and construc-
tive forces in history, and it is indeed true that the
progress of the race in morality is dependent upon
its progress in knowledge. Morality has been de-
fined as a system of rules derived from experience,
pointing out what was right and condemning that
which was wrong. The story of morality ought to
be a summary of all knowledge that bears on right
living.

Every age and every race seems to have had its
own moral type or ideal, and fusion of the races
has resulted in a fusion of moralities, making a
sort of composite conscience. .

The history of Europe has been so disturbed and
progressive because Europe has been constantly
getting a new conscience, while the history of
China has been uneventful and unchanging because
it has had the same Confucian conscience for the
past two thousand years.

The life of primitive man was chiefly an economic
life, his natural instincts demanding but three
things for his existence, food, shelter and clothing.

In his life there was an absence of civilized vices,
as the institution of individual property rights was
not yet in existence; the tribes were composed of
families, and the true starting-point of the moral
evolution of mankind is to be sought in the altruis-
tic sentiments which were nourished in the atmos-
phere of the kinship group.

The maternal virtues of love, tenderness, pa-
tience and self-denial, sprang from the group rela-
tionship, while from the association of men in war
and hunting developed the manly virtues of cour-
age, self-control and devotion to the common good.

Under such living conditions the individual fol-
lowed the tribe conscience rather than his own, and
the idea of collective responsibility was held, under
which all are responsible for the wrongdoing of
one. This condition differs from our own ideas
not in kind but in degree, and it should be the task
of all men to endeavor to change the customary
tribal conscience into a reflective, individual con-
science. We see the survival of collective respon-
sibility in the religious domain, and Christian myth-
ology still gives a prominent place to the guilt of
Adam and Eve in the so-called “fruit doctrine,”
passing along the sin to all their descendants and
necessitating an ‘“‘atonement” to a deity satisfied
only by a “blood sacrifice.”

During the past fifty years, however, the best
conscience of the church has rejected the principle
as the embodiment of gross inequity. The doctrine
that all generations of men sinned in the “first”
parent and justly suffer for his transgression has
been repudiated by the modern instructed conscience
as incredible, untrue and immoral.

In the eyes of many people, following an estab-
lished custom makes a thing right and departing
from it makes it wrong. Had the majority of man-
kind clung to that idea the human race would still
be in the primitive stages.

If the laws of nature express the mode of action
of natural phenomena, then it would seem that a
system of morals based on those known laws, and
on the assumption of uniformity in nature, would
form a safe and permanent guide for mankind.

What are the moral virtues? I would say that
truth, justice, honesty, self-control, chastity, temper-
ance, sympathy and love for humanity, cleanliness

in conduct and habits, and a striving for individual
and social efficiency would comprise the things that
one should seek. ) )

Morality in the past ages has been based on
authority, deriving its sanction from the supposed
will of the gods and rendered alluring by bribes of
heaven and enforced by threats of hell. This situa-
tion necessitated a priesthood and a religious sys-
tem, which eventually proved itself a hindrance to
the progress of civilization, stifling the freedom of
thought and making slaves of the minds and bodies
of men.

All codes of morality are derived from secular
sources, and morality was incorporated into religion
only after long ages of development and then occu-
pied a secondary place, belief in the religious sys-
tem coming first.

I can find no evidence that seriously militates
against the rule that the priest is at all times and
in all places the enemy of all men (Sacerdos semper
ubique et omnibus inimicus).

The priest fosters the idea that morality consists
in the performance of certain outward acts and
claims dominion over the individual conscience. But
a disused conscience loses all its powers of discrim-
ination, becomes atrophied, perverts the mind of
man and subjects it to the priest. The influence of
any priest or clergyman who claims to rule con-
science should be restrained. For the essence of
morality is in its being the common perception by
men of what is good for man. It should arise in
the minds of all men as the fruit of their necessary
intercourse and united labor for a common object.

Faith and credulity do harm not only to the in-
dividual, but by promoting a credulous character
in others and encouraging false beliefs, they de-
prive one of the habit of testing and inquiring into
the truth of things. The credulous man is the
father to the liar and the cheat.

It is immoral for anyone at any time and at any
place to believe anything upon insufficient evidence;
and, furthermore, it is immoral to stifle a doubt.
Says John Stuart Mill, in his remarkable essay on
“Liberty”: “Silence the expression of an opinion
and you rob the human race, posterity as well as the
existing generation. If the opinion is right they
are deprived of the opportunity of exchanging er-
ror for truth; if wrong, they lose as great a benefit,
namely, the clearer perception and livelier impres-
sion of truth, produced by its collision with error.”

The greatness or goodness of a man does not
justify us in accepting a belief under the warrant
of his authority, for that he is good and great is
no proof of the truth of his statement. It must be
reasonable and it must admit of verification in
order to be acceptable.

The aggregate testimony of our neighbors should
be subject to the same conditions as the testimony
of any one of them. Because “everybody says so”
does not make it true.

An old tradition (fostered by the church) taught
it as a moral act to give indiscriminately to beggars,
but true beneficence in that which helps a man do
the work for which he is best fitted.

Man as had his eyes lifted toward the heavens
for the past two thousand years and has paid a
grafting priesthood and clergy his hard-earned
wages to tell him of realms unknown to human ex-
perience. He was told that “in heaven” “the last
shall be first and the first shall be last” and that
“it was easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven.”
By means of such phrases the poor slave was made
to endure his condition of slavery, a parasite church
acquired billions in property and even to this day
has been a “tax dodger.” And still the church
claims to be the source of morality and ethics, the
guardian of conscience!

When we approach things which are beyond our
experience, it seems to me that we may believe them
only when it is inferred from that experience that
what we do not know is similar to those things
which we do know. All things considered, it would
appear that the only true basis for morality is utility
and that all our actions should be so adapted as to

produce the promotion of the general welfare
and happiness of humanity. The scientific
method should be used in the study of morals,
just as, in other lines, it is used to obtain
accurate results. Facts should be collected, analyzed,
compared, experimented with and conclusions
drawn that will admit of verification by reference
to known facts. There is no moral obligation rest-
ing upon any man to accept as truth a proposition
which has not been satisfactorily demonstrated.

The code of Christian morals was based upon
the erroneous supposition that the world was soon
to end. Such a system of morals is absolutely un-
suited to a world which science assures us will last
for millions of years to come.

Religion and morality represent two distinct
ideas. The fact that a man is religious is no evi-
dence whatever that he is moral; to say that moral-
ity is compatible only with a belief in a god and
immortality, is to take a position which finds no
support in the history of man.

Let us listen ta the words of one of the masters,
Thomas Huxley. He says: “Theological apologists,
who insist that morality will vanish if their dogmas
are exploded, would do well to consider the fact
that in the matter of intellectual veracity science
is already a long way ahead of the churches; and
that in this particular, it is exerting an educational
influence on mankind of which the churches have
shown themselves utterly incapable.”

Religious morals signify a code of conduct, sup-
posed to be “revealed” to some ‘“divine” persons,
as Moses, Buddha, Mohammed, Jesus, Joe Smith,
Swedenborg, Mrs. Eddy, B. Sunday, or whoever
has caught the credulity of the ignorant masses;
each code being interpreted by hundreds of differ-
ent founders of sub-religions and factions.

If the “saints” of the Bible were alive to-day,
they would be found so to deviate from our moral
code that they would be interned in either a peni-
tentiary or an insane asylum.

Christian morality shows many defects and lims-
tations. Attention is called to the practical ex-
clusion of those civic, patriotic duties and virtues
which had been so highly esteemed by both the
Greeks and the Romans. The neglect by Chris-
tianity, of the intellectual virtues (which by the
Greeks had been assigned such a high place in their
ethical standard) resulted in the exaltation of faith
above reason, making the acceptance of all the arti-
cles of creed an indispensable virtue, and the power
to doubt, a dangerous process. This inspired a
persecuting spirit it; fostered faults of intolerance
and intellectual insincerity, it taught the possession
of demons, fostered the vice of insincere conform-
ity and discouraged intellectual veracity and open-
mindedness. Unbelief was the greatest of sins,
even if honest; the interest of men was transferred
from this world to another, nothing was said of
civic or political liberty, and the abolition of slav-
ery was not advocated.

The doctrine of Christianity (an Oriental con-
ception) that the moral law was supernaturally
promulgated, has imposed upon humanity a black-
clothed class, who neither toil nor spin, yet reap
a harvest of dollars from those held in the bondage
of their beliefs.

By making moral merit and salvation dependent
on a prescribed creed, the two classes of believers
and unbelievers arose and the movement toward
ethical universalism was hindered and obscured.
With regard to Bibles and so-called “sacred” books,
Profesor Bury, of Oxford, says: “Sacred books
are an obstacle to moral and intellectual progress,
because they consecrate the ideas of a given epoch
and its customs as divinely appointed, and Chris-
tianity, by adopting books of a long past age, placed
in the path of human development a particularly
nasty stumbling-block.”

Generally speaking, “immoral” never means any-
thing but contrary to the customs and usages of
the time and place. The Mohammedans prohibit
and abhor the gambling and drinking which are
common in so-called “Christian” communities and
which-have been' so productive of crime and dis-




NomE b

%

WA

The Truth Seeker.—dJuly 13, 1918

439

ease. To the Japanese, any social system of which
filial piety is not the moral center is wrong and the
Bible text, “For this cause shall a man leave father
and mother and shall cleave unto his wife,” is, to
their .way of thinking, one of the most immoral
sentences ever written.

Many of the blackest of savage tribes, who wear
less clothing than the figleaf of Eve, have so high
a standard of sexual morality, that the well-dressed
and modest Christian is put to shame. The story
of prostitution and venereal disease in this so-called
“Christian” country of ours is enough to make the
“heathen” blush, and the record of our jails, state-
prisons and asylums, full of the results of a Chris-
tian education and training, is more than appalling.
The philosophy of morals and ethics, to be of value,
must be based on a knowledge of the facts of the
moral life of the race in all the various stages of
historic development, and no higher morality can
be conceived of than that which is based on the fact
of a uniformity in nature, which means adjustment
of conditions to harmonize with natural order.

Witness the value of Rationalistic morals, not
based on revelations, Bibles, inspirations, dreams,
or hallucinations, but on the established facts of
nature as interpreted by science. The products of
such a system have been men of the type of Darwin,
Huxley, Haeckel, Paine, Lincoln and Ingersoll.
The world could stand more men of their type with
a decided advantage to civilization.

When the minds of all men can be impregnated
with the ideas of justice, humanity, honesty, self-
control, temperance, sympathy, cleanliness, efficien-
cy, freedom of speech, of conscience and of press,
then indeed will an altruistic age be possible.

And all these things are possible, without any
supernatural beliefs, without any crucified saviors
and without any worship of invisible gods.

J. DanForTH TAYyLOR, M.D.

RerFerences: “Utility as a Basis of Morality,” by Anne
Besant. “Scientific Basis of Morals,” by Clifford. “His-

tory as Past Ethics,” by Myers. “Folklore,” by Professor
Sumner, and the “Essay on Liberty,” by J. S. Mill.

The Physical Basis of “Meta-
physical” Healing.

Metaphysical healers argue that matter is of men-
tal construction, and force the same. From this
hypathesis, the world, which is composed of such
things, cannot be otherwise than of mental origin.
These idealists contend that man deals merely with
his idea of matter, and that matter, as a reality,
does not exist.

To show that I am not misrepresenting the posi-
tion of the metaphysical school, let me quote from
one of the highest authorities on the subject of men-
tal healing, Prof. Edward Whipple:

“Thought is wholly immaterial. Physical
things are objective projections of particular limited
phases of thought activity, and the material universe is
but the sum total of this imperfect projection of ex-
ternally conscious thought in the mind of man.”

If this premise of the metaphysical healer is true,
his conclusion must necessarily be correct. In order
to prove the conclusion wrong, I will attempt to
show the reality of matter, and the absurdity of
an immaterial something, called “thought,” having
no connection with the matter-force reality of the
materialist.

In the first place, it is impossible to convince the
historian that the vast panorama of history he is
studying is not a record of genuine phenomena.
You cannot convince the astronomer that the vaulted
azure, with its countless wheeling suns, is only the
product of his imagination. Nor can you hope to
succeed in proving to the chemist and the physicist
that the objects which they examine, correlate and
classify in the laboratory, are mere mental mirages.
The overwhelming majdrity of scientists will hasten
to inform you that you, yourself, are the victim of
delusions and illusions; that they know they are
handling real matter with real forces; that they are
dealing consciously and intelligently with actual
realities.

Do the metaphysical healers really mean to as-

sert seriously that human beings are not living in
a real world of hard knocks and forces and resist-
ances? Do they really accept the ridiculous affirma-
tion that everything they do is composed entirely
of good and poor thinking? Do they believe that
the grass upon which they walk is but a mental
concept?

The materialist takes the position that the force
with which a man thinks and wills is the same force
with which he walks and digests a meal—a force
which manifests itself in electricity, in heat and in
light. But, unlike the metaphysical healer, he does
not conceive of force and matter as two separate
entities ; they are two manifestations of the funda-
mental world-substance, or, as Haeckel expresses it,
*“the matter-force reality of the universe.”

The materialist objects to the dictum of the meta-
physical school of healing that this force can exist
apart from matter. He holds that mind has evolved
during the eons of time from this primordial mat-
ter-force reality, and he denies emphatically that
there exists any power superior to this fundamental
substance of the universe.

The gist of the materialist position is: First,
that there exists a great and illimitable matter-force
substance that has evolved and is evolving all that
we see around us; second, that we cannot prove
that there exists anything in addition to this uni-
versal matter-force substance.

Metaphysics has been defined by somebody as
“the act of a blind man in a dark room, trying to
find a black cat that isn’t there.” It is an excellent
definition. All that the metaphysical healers can
talk about intelligently they borrow from the
physicist who spends his life in handling real mat-
ter and real forces. The metaphysical healers are
a curious combination of legerdemain and science.
They sit like owls, as Ingersoll says, and solemnly
hoot the same old hoots that have been hooted for
scores of centuries. Metaphysical healing is nothing
new. It is not a discovery. The only. difference is
that modern metaphysical healers give their theories
a semblance of plausibility by borrowing or stealing
many scientific truths from material scientists and
incorporating them in their systems of philosophy.
Were it not for that, they would be laughed out of
countenance.

When it is pointed out to the metaphysician that
science has found nothing but matter and objective
realities in the heavens or in the world of micro-
scopy, they retort that such phenomena are not
actually matter, not real, because men cannot ob-
serve them with their physical senses, but are
compelled to resort to elaborate instruments outside
of the senses to find them! And they add that this
proves that the phenomena are not objective real-
ities, but mental concepts!

This is curious logic. It does not dawn on these
pseudo-scientists that only the senses could con-
ceive, fashion and test the instrument that observes
all these wonders of the heavens. Such argument
is fatuous.

The fundamental unity of matter throughout the
universe has been thoroughly proved and is now one
of the foundations of modern material science.
The spectroscope shows that the matter composing
the most distant sun is practically identical with
the substances constituting our terrestrial sphere.
Modern chemistry has also shown that there is
complete and unquestionable unity of substance
and origin between the seventy odd elements.

The theory of the essential unity of matter has
become so commonplace that it is taught in colleges
and universities everywhere. If the metaphysical
scientists are going to build on what material sci-
ence has not yet explained, it is building on ex-
ceedingly shaky ground. The universe teems with
countless mysteries, but science in its forward
march is rapidly solving the riddles of the universe.

Many metaphysical scientists fall back on elec-
tricity, asserting that it is the dominant force of
the universe; that it is the immaterial origin of all
life and intelligence, and that we poor, coarse souls

who are not blessed with astral vision cannot see

that matter is but a grosser manifestation of the
electrical force!

The trouble with this theory is that it is hope-
lessly untrue. Sir Oliver Lodge and other scien-
tists have pointed out that a unity exists between
electricity and ponderable matter. “An electrical
charge,” he says, “possesses the most fundamental
and characteristic properties of matter, namely,
mass and inertia.”

It has also been proved that a similar unity exists
between ether and ponderable matter. Modern
chemistry accepts the theory of the resolution of
the atom into component parts called “electrons.”
McCabe points out that “every modern theory of
the atom shows its origin from ether,” and chem-
ists recognize ether, not as an immaterial substance,
but only as the most subtle form of matter of which
science has knowledge.

We know of no form of force without matter.
Such a thing is inconceivable. How could such a
thing produce an effect upon our organs of percep-
tion? Conversely, it is impossible to conceive of a
force of any kind unless it is manifested through
matter. As was pointed out above, force and mat-
ter are only two manifestations of the same sub-
stance.

Science has explained the material processes oc-
curring in connection with seeing and hearing, and
yet the metaphysical scientists vigorously declare
that hearing and seeing are purely subjective!

As a matter of fact, can one conceive of anything
more real and objective than the phenomena of see-
ing and hearing? The metaphysical scientists will
reply: “True, but you know very little about them.”
He is right, but that is not an argument against
our position. As Ramsay has pointed out, “we see
these phenomena only in a dim light at present,
but at least we see them.”

We know, then, that matter is a real, objective.
Although recent experiments, by Duncan and
others, have proved the break-down of the atom;
no fundamental change of the position of the ma-
terialist need result. The break-down of the atom,
anticipated for some time, reveals only finer forms
of matter for the analysis of the chemist and
physicist.

These facts considered, such a statement as the
following by a representative of the metaphysical
school of healing is absurd:

“The thought is the real thing. The body is a pro-
jected copy of that thing in physical element. In sen-
sation, only the physical is recognized. In intelligence,
the thought itself is accessible.”

Material science knows and demonstrates that
outside the material nerve-centers and the material
brain there is no thought nor personality. The mind
only expresses the action of the physical brain.

If mind is all, and matter is nothing, why should
an injury to the brain affect the flow of thought?
I'll tell you why: Because there is no mind with-
out matter; because without a healthy brain, there
can be no healthy mind.

If these things are true, what arrant nonsense
is it to assume that mind can effect the cures at-
tributable to medicine? I hold no brief for drugs,
and object to swallowing medicine for every ill, but
to assert that medicine has accomplished no good,
and that the mind can accomplish every cure at-
tributed to medicine and surgical means, is the
veriest delusion,

It requires more than a mental attitude to cure
tuberculosis. When a man writhes in the agonies
of lockjaw, mental attitude will not restore him.
Boils and carbuncles are cured by proper dieting
and bathing, not by folding one’s hands and think-
ing what a fool one is to believe that one has them.
Cancers do not wither up and die because some-
body is directing thought-images in their direction.

If this is true, it is illogical to contend that mind
is supreme and that the physical body can be
ordered and commanded by the dictates of the mind
invariably and unfailingly. It is overlooked that
in the first place most mental conditions are in-
duced by the physical condition.

The laws of/health operate ion,the physical as
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.well as upon the mental plane and more often
those on the physncal are the more powerful and
_radical. . 4 ~

Suppose ‘that a man is born into the world in-
herltmg a system charged with syphilis. Irom the
outset this man is handicapped. ‘He has had no
control over his condition. His congenitally-weak-
_ened system is subject to the attacks of a hundred
other ailments; and all the thought projections that
he cares to bring to bear on himself will not cure
him.

I oppose this idiotic idea that our bodxes are not
‘really material, that they are only grosser manifes-

‘tations of the Universal Intelligent Spirituality (as

.the metaphysical healers so fantastically term it),

and that every ailment from a boil to heart-failure |
‘coming alive to a fact that has been patent to many

can be destroyed by thinking passively about it.

The only progress worth considering that the»

world has made on the subject of disease has been

through the laboratory, and that is the only way in’
Metaphysical .
It s

which it will continue to advance.
healing is not new. It is not New Thought.
but a modern resurrection of a- -system. of thought
old and bewhiskered. Christians have believed in
it fundamentally for ages. - They have groaned a
quadrillion prayers to cure their bodily ills, but in
spite of their supplications, they died like flies until
material science with its laboratories and micro-
scopes stepped in, discovered the cause of epidemics,

and applied the remedy by destroying the material .

sources of infection and contagion.
If metaphysical healing heals, why not use it on

the battlefields of Europe? = Let's throw overboard .

all our bandages, serums, salves and medicines.
" Let’s have our Red Cross nurses visit each field of
battle after hostilities have ceased, and cure the
gasping and bleeding soldiers simply by inducing
them to indulge in some right thinking in tune with
the Universal Spiritual Intelligence!

If I ever contracted tuberculosis I. would. have a
hundred times the faith in fresh air than in a brace
of metaphysical healers. But in the case of diph-
theria, typhoid, cancer, I would take a chance any
time with the orthodox allopath—with the surgeon
with his kit of saws and bottles of dope—rather
than with a metaphysical healer with nothing in his
hangls, and with, only a vacuum in his head.,

. ALAN<0N SESSIONS.

P S

Dying Efforts 'of a Dyihg. Cult'. .

Rationalism is coming in spite of ‘the rational-
ists. It is merely a matter of time. : Years ago,
Moody :and " Sankey were doing their best to bring
“sinners to. repentance.” A little ‘before he died,
Mr. Moody. said that if he had his tife to live over
again’' hé would devote :his time to work among
church ‘members who needed: teviving, rdther than
seek new converts. . This was prdctically an admis-
sion that his work was a fdilure;  What is the
use anyway of. bringing forth -a newly-born child
and placing it in the arms of a dead mother? This
is practically what every evangelist is trying to do.
Then came after Moody and Sankey a stream of
imitators such as Dr. Torrey, Troy, Chapman and
Aléxander.. The list gradually dwindled. Finally
as a last effort to revive the church the stunts of

the baseball player were resorted to.” None imitate |

him because even the churches: recognize that as an
expositor of the principles which they hold dear
he is 4 failure, and so the more orthodox will in
future try to do their own reviving. .In Chicago

it is openly admitted that an: extremely low per- |

centage of those who signed pledge cards as trail-
hitters have joined the churches, and of those who
did sign, the majorlty ‘were already church mem-
bers.

The Rev. Johnston Myers pastor of Immanuel
Baptist church, said that not only were no good re-
sults shown by the eleven weeks’ campaign of Billy
Sunday, but he believed that “ground was lost”

ance at the tabermacle at. the lake front.
ceived 175 pledge cards and found only three of the

.
o4

crumbling to the dust.

- will be rational temples.

signers whose conversion could be traced to the
Sunday meetings. ‘“The remainder were professed

Christians, and many of them my leading church- |

members.”

“T received about sixty cards of the trail-hit-
ters,” said the Rev. S. J. Skevington, pastor of
the Beldon Avenue Baptist church. ‘“Mast of these
were members of my church. Others apparently
gave wrong addresses, or took no further interest.
I think the trail-hitting in itself was tragic.”.

The Rev. J. .S. Ladd Thomas, chairman of the

Billy Sunday campaign committee, reported only

one conversion.out of 196 pledge signers. “I think
it is a fatal error for the church to depend on the
special preacher system,” he said.

This all tends to show that the churches are be-

of us for years. If the various revivals held
throughout the couptry were carefuly examined by

‘expert statisticians, it would be found that the same |

people are converted over'again year after year
under the stress of emotionalism. Those churches
are living, breathing forces in the llfe of our coun-
try today: where the name of God is barely men-
tioned, where Jesus is referred to only as a human
entity, but where present day issues are freely dis-
cussed. The old wall of denominationalism is fast
There is only one issue be-
fore the American people at the present .time and
that - is .the killing of imperialism. The men-who

deal with this vital question have very little use for |

anything else. An.old clergyman complained to me
last week that .he could never hear an old gospel
sermon any more, so the signs of the times are that
even the church people are becoming reasonable;
they are beginning to think.of “here and now” in-
stead of “bye-and-bye.”

A few years ago Gipsy Smith, who is a gentleman
far removed from the type of the “gutter evan-
gelist,” conducted a revival in Brooklyn which re-
sulted in five thousand persons being converted,
whatever .that may mean. At the time I said to my
friend Dr. Bayliss, then the pastor of the Bush-
wick Avenue Congregational church, “Why don’t
you follow up the work of the Gipsy one year from
now, to see the worth of his work?’ This was
done, with the result that it was found that less
than eighty had actually become church-members.
Probably Gipsy Smith had succeeded in making a
number. of. rehglous glpSles, for, after the excite-
ment of one of his’ campalgns it would be impos-
sible for his converts to settle down to the tame
and prosaic life under the average pastor

. The fact remains that religion is becoming secular-
ized. It has been admitted by independent church
a.uthontxes that foreign missions have failed. In
Indla for example, the introduction of Christian-
ity has simply meant the adding of -another cult,
but the introduction of steam railroads has created
a desire to travel, and in turn, the construction of
the cars has thrown people together, so that a strict
Brahmin, who a ‘few years ago would not allow
his garment to touch one of his fellows who was
not of his faith, now forgets the distinction. The
introduction of sanitary drinking fountains in the
same country has done more to level caste than all
the ef’forts of the various missionaty societies.

So Billy Sunday is the last’ dying excuse of

-orthodoxy. Tt is merely a question. of evolution,

and but a little time when the Protestant churches
SAM ATKINSON.

o

* Five clcrgymén, from five different states, trav-

eling independenfly toward Canada, were nabbed in |

- St. Paul, Minn,, June 28, by agents of the Depart- | . :
: - for a doctor nowadays who loses a case of confine-

ment of Justice and ‘placed in jail because, although
of draft age, noné of them could show a registra-

| tion card. " The. clerical gentlemen, it appeared, re-

garded themselves as above the law which requires

that all 'of suitable age shall register whether en- |

. . .| titled t6. exém tion or not.
through the closing of the churches to swell attend- | ' P

He re-

Pay your grocer or, taxlor before putting your

, money into 'the contnbixtlon box

cege -

“ inoculation for those who believe in it.

NOTES AT LARGE.

Far back in time, when this editor was_ making
his first attempts at breaking into print, and had
for a few times successfully assaulted the ecolumns
of Puck, the Judge and one or two other papers
besides Tue TrRuTH SEEKER, he became familiar
with the name of Madeline Bridges, a writer whose
poems, appearing in these and similar publications,
he ardently admired. Later, say twenty-five years
ago, he got acquainted with Madeline herself, who
at her home in Brooklyn is Mary Devere. Through
the womanfolk there had been an earlier acquaint-
ance and sustained communication. Now, in writ-
ing to inquire after the boys at the front, she sends
her war-poem, “Ready,” which has been recited in
the “movies,” the public schools and the department
store “drives” for bond and stamp sales. Here it is:

Ready—let come what may;
Ready—to die or liye;' ;-

Rcady to smite and slay—
Ready to heal and forgive!

Out at the stern command,
From colleges, fields and marts
“They go with the sword in hand—
And brotherhood in their hearts!

Out with a friendly word,

And a friendly comrade smile;
Carrying fire and sword,

With peace as their dream the wh:le.

Strongest army of all
The: old earth ever saw,-
Heeding the carnage call,
Keepmg the higher law.

- Band after eager band B
From colleges, fields, and marts =
They go, with the sword in hand,
And peace, peace, peace in their h‘earts!

The poem, it will be seen,"comes from-the heart
of a woman who abhors war, but recognizes that in
the present conflict war carries peace. We have
seen a letter from the actor Edwin Brandt (leading -
man in “Daddy Longlegs”) in which he tells of the
tremendous effect.of these verses-as he recited them
where crowds were gathered that demanded them
twice and thrice, and responded with war contribu-
tions. It strikes the right and true mnote.- Madeline,
as an unclaimed or resisting sister, can offer no sons
to carry peace to Europe and the world; but she
has made a great gift, and it will help to win the
war.

By the code of the strict libertarian, the medlcal
profession, with its exclusions and prohibitions en-
forced by law, is open to criticism and reproach;
as it is also, from another point of view, for its
sometimeés too hasty approval of condemnatlon of
methods of prevention and cure of disease. ‘But
about there, we think, the disparagement should
end. Instead of comparing the doctors of medtcme
and the doctors of divinity, we should contrast them,
for medicine has much to its credit, and divinity

- nothing. The physicians may work blindly in some

cases, but when any mystery about the origin of

~ disease is cleared up, they are the ones who have

done it. Neither ministers nor men of any other
than the medical profession are to be thanked for
getting at the:cause-of malaria, of infection, of con-
tagion. The doctors have given us anesthetics,
antiseptic surgery, prophylaxis, disinfection, and
' They have
nearly conquered the terror of children’s diseases
that once swept away whole families, and of plagues
that took entire communities. The hero of romance
“whose mother died in giving him life” is outdated,

mert is in hard luck. Puerpal fever used to prove

" fatal _iq more than half the women it attacked.
Now the disease is virtually extinct.

Discussing
this matter ten years ago we remarked:  “When
the argument is ended the fact will remain that
riiedicine has proved itself the most useful of the
profedsions.” Healing is no longer an ‘art,” nor is it
a gift or an exercise of faith. It is a science. The




. of Eyries county as saying:
“any'way assists conscription will be excommunicated
by “the church and the curse of God will follow
him.”

3
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people who deny the .efficacy of medical treatment
might as well deny that water will put out a fire.”
We wrote and repeat those words while questioning
the justice of what is known as medical monopoly.

His assertion that *‘Roman clergy in Ireland ad-
vised their flocks to resist conscription under pen-
alty of eternal damnation” having been questioned,
Lord Curzon (London, June 27) issues a statement
in which he gives extracts from sermons preached
by eight priests on Sundays in April. He quotes
specifically Fathér Murphy of Killena as having
said on April 28 “All Irishmen are asked by the
Irish hierarchy not to do anything to facilitate con-
scription: - If any policeman goes out to force Irish-

~ meti to-join the England army and is shot down he
_ will be-damned in hell, though maybe in a state of

grace that morning.” He quotes Father Dennehy

“Any man who .in

- The priest asked his hearers to kill them at

" " sight, and stated they would be blessed: by God for

0

L

" “so.doing: - Were American priests to speak in this

manner, it 'is nof believed that either religion. or
peolitics could prevent their summary conviction and
imprisonmént under the Espionage act.. It might
be violative' of that act for a Roman Catholic news-
paper in: this country to reprint the words of the
Irish: clergy w:thout denouncmg them, as every
Amerrcan must. ‘

Ambng the' ‘rookies” who left New York the
other day for the national army camp at Spartan-
burg was Floyd Dell, one of the Masses editors who
are facing a second trial for attacking the selective
seérvice act. Mr. Dell has been selectéd for setvice,
and will appear at his trial ‘in ‘the United Statés
army uniform. It would be a graceful thing in the
government to let enlistment, or ‘submission to the
draft, act as an expiation of offenses occurring in
the exercise of too much freedom of speech. Speak-
ing of the service, ‘it has accepted the chiefest
among the outdoor Freethought speakers, who for-

merly held forth in Madison square, which is now | . K :
| gregations might subscribe.

elosed to all “soap-boxers,” including evangelists.
Mitchuly and Meirovits are already gdne, and Mer-
lin awaits the call. " It is related that,"at the camp
where Mitchuly drills; the Secularist applied at the
library for a book and was-asked to sign a card
that he supposed was a receipt for the volume. The
card, as he later discovered, bore reading matter
which pledged him to be loyal to King Jésus. An-
other note: We hear-of Mary Monico in the camps
singing to soldiers.

.

A newspaper paragraph says that “with 16,000
navy recruits to her credit, Mrs. George Alexander
Wheelock, chief yeoman at the Twenty-third Street
navy recruiting station, and the only woman in the
United States designated by the Navy Department
to recruit seamen, may be on her way toward the
first commission ever granted a woman in this coun-
try. Mrs. Wheelock is one of the Freethought and
TRUTH SEEKER people, and last year she went to
Albany to speak before a legislative committee in
support of .a bill to abolish the exemption of church
property from taxation. As a recruiter for the
navy she. has been most successful. In Pittsburgh
she raised the quota of enlistments from forty-two
sailors a week to 348. "While in that city she
visited the Duquesne University and enlisted thirty-
four--men and four professors. In Brooklyn she
had a Baptlst Boys’' Band ‘to go around with her,
but it was dissolved by thé members yielding to
her eloquence and all of them joining the navy.
Mrs. Wheelock has earned a commlssmn

The relteratlon by newspapers defernng to a re-
ligious constitiiency,” of the assertion that the of-
fenses of Germany against humanity are due to
“materialisni”'do'es' not make that assertion true or
even logical.:  The prevalence of superstmon that

«.,p. P

. .Y
.-'..--:u-.

| prayers of all the chaplains.
| clergy more if they were to volunteer without ask- |

is, the “German religion” and belief in the “good
old German God,” is conceded; and since supersti-
tion in every age has been the cause and excuse
for all crimes, from human-sacrifice to the sacrifice
even of deities—since superstition has at one time
or another, and generally all the time, corrupted the
relations of mankind—why should the searchers for
the motive of the Hun abandon a known cause for

one that is speculative, theoretical and uncertain? |

The divine-right superstition, to which Germany is
committed, and without which there would be no
Kaiser William II, and no war, assuredly is not
materialism; it is deism of a primitive type.

The identification tag of the Catholic soldiers
going to the other side bear the inscription “Send
for priest.” Catholic theology is not in harmony
with that of the Rev. Dr. Thompson of Chicago,
who has declared: “Men who die on the battle-
field, whether they are professing Christians or not,
will be saved,” since, he adds, “Those ‘men are as
truly dying for mankind as did Jesus Christ.” Even
a Catholic soldier should find that a more comfort-
able doctrine than the one that makes his future
happiness contingent in greater or less degree on
the presence of a ghostly adviser. America, if it
must have a deity, needs the conception of one who,
when a soldier in khaki is observed from his
throne to be crossing the Styx, will corie down
to the margin and take him by the hand.

Three more Roman Catholic priests of the New
York archdiocese were last week appointed army
chaplains with the rank of first lieutenant. Here
the word “rank” means pay. Chaplains are with-
out the authority of army officers, and it is reported
that they will not be permitted to wear the insignia
of rank. “The chaplain system,” said General Sher-
man, “is a farce and is intended to be such.” The
late Samuel P. Putnam, who was a captain in the
Civil- war, observed that one musket on the Union
side did more to put down the rebellion than the
We might honor the

ing for rank, or for pay beyond what their con-

Barbed Wire is a camp paper of good appearance
published by the enlisted men of MadiSon Barracks,

" N. Y., and its cartoonist is Hugh Hennesy, the

same: who has furnished many pictures in the past

- for THE TRuTH SEEkerR and will make others.

Hugh is in an aviation school, studying war pho-
tography, which at the front he will practice from
an aeroplane. He is the talented son of Mr. J. A.
Hennesy, author of the Dictionary of Grammar;

“and, by the way, Mr. Hennesy offers to send a

copy of his grammar dictionary to any of THE
TrUTH SEEKER boys who are in the army abroad.

The Weekly People, long edited by the late

. Daniel DeLeon, the Columbia professor, and now in’

its twenty-seventh year, has lost its second-class
mailing privilege. The People is the organ of the

~Socialist Labor Party and an advocate of what it

calls Scientific -Socialism. The publishers have not
been informed regarding the identity of the matter
appearing i their paper that the authorities found
vnolatlve of the Esplonage act.

If the kaiser has changed gods for war pur-
poses (although considering that Jehovah is the
Lord of hosts there is no need of it), he at least
endeavors to show that he is not alone in his de-
fection. On the thirtieth anniversary of his reign
he cracked out ‘the statement that Anglo-Saxons
are idolaters and«that their god is Mammon. - But if
William had read his Higher Critics he would see
that mammon is not a god. In the Encyclopedia
it .seems to ‘mean - welfare, something like kultur
We are informed that Milton was the first to mis-
take marhmon ‘for a deity, but there never was a
god of that name..

. Pov.

Angels have nblther hapds nor feet nor teus
for man. ~ - - % ,

“THOSE ANGELS OF MONS.”

There can be little doubt that Arthur Machen started the
“legend.”” In a nutshell, the facts are these: Arthur
Machen is a special writer employed by the London Eve-
ning News, in whose columns shortly after the retreat
from Mons appeared a sketch from his pen, called “The
Bowmen.” It told of the miraculous appearance of the
English archers of Agincourt at a time when the British
were hard pressed by the Germans, and whose “singing
arrows fled so swift and thick that they darkened the air.”

The story was seized upon at once by church and laity;
rich man, poor man, beggar man, thief, as an actual nar-
rative and immediately other stories began to be heard,
of other miraculous appearances, superinduced unques-
tionably by Machen’s story, for until after the publication
of that story there was noc “legend” whatsoever. The
spiritualists and other occultists took it up, and pamphlets
and articles were written briskly.

Somebody—I think Ralph Shirley—had the inspiration
finally to write to Machen asking for his data. Machen
replied simply with the truth—that the tale was purely
fictional ; he had “made it up out of his head,” but by rea-
son of his supreme art [this expression is mine] he lent
to it such a startling verisimilitude that it appeared to be
an actual chronicle. Shirley could not believe it—would
not; nor would the others. The story was reprinted a
dozen times, perhaps, and the whole affair became a sort
of hysteria for a time.

The “angels” idea probably grew out of Machen's line
in the tale about “a long line of shapes, with a shining
about them.” Also Machen had mentioned St. George in
the story—so there were now tales from soldiers who had
seen St. George. And so on. The outstanding fact is,
however, that none of the legends existed until after pub-
lication of Machen’s story. Machen sticks to this abso-
lutely, and he is thoroughly trustworthy and patriotic.

You will find a complete exposition of the “legend” in
the book of war “legends” published by Machen in 1915,
and to be had in this country from Putnam. In a pro-
logue and an epilogue Machen sums up the case as it ap-
pears to him, and finds matter for considerable cynical
amusement.—Vincent Starrett, in the Open Court.

"THE LETTER BOX.

B. F. Maskey, Ohio.—Invest 25 cents in the pamphlet
“Ingersoll as He Is” and find in the Appendix the in-
formation you seek. . The story of his “death-bed repent-
ance” is of course a falsehood and known to be such by
persons who repeat it. .

THEeo. BriLL, Wlsconsin.—“Marriage and death and
division,” said Swinburne, “make barren our lives.”
Franklin H. Heald, for whom you recently inquired, is
not dead but married—gone into the silence of matri-
mony. "He liver in Prado, Los Angeles county, Cali-
fornia. ‘ T

Despa Hovert, New York.—If “many years' ago there
was a cartoon in THE TRUTH SEEKER representing the
savior walking with some people, ‘and Satan walked along
also,”” the scripture passage that furnished the artist with
inspiration may have been Job ii, 1: “The sons of God
came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan
came also among them.” Yet Jesus would hardly be
there, in the flesh, at least. -

J. G. McCLung, Ohio.—We do not believe that any part:
of the money subscribed for the Red Cross goes to aid
the church, nor that any of it is used for “rebuilding de-
stroyed churches.” The purposes of the organization are
wholly secular, although Red Cross Christmas gifts to
soldiers last year were accompanied by some pious senti-
ment about Jesus. It is always difficult to prevent re-
ligious people from -irrelevantly obtruding their faith.

L. H. W. ManN, Barbados.—If a believer in biblical
prophecy were to come to us with the proposition that
Jehovah promised to punish the Israelites 7 times; that
a time is 360 days; that “day” is to be read “year”; that
seven times 360 days is 2,520 years; that the Jewish cap-

‘tivity was 606 B. C.; and 606 from 2,520 is 1914, and
- that the whole is a divine prophecy of the present war—

in such a conjunction we should knock gently with our
knuckles on the believer’s head to ascertain if there was
anybody home.

Ross F. Berg, Chicago.—QOur speech was not intended
to be pessimistic as to the future of THE TRUTH SEEKER.
We were expressing our apprehension for the welfare of the
weekly paper generally under the new zoning law that has
been designed with a view to separating the country into
sections, each restricted to its own local press_; - Not all of
them are as well provided as THE TruTH SREKER with

. friends like yourself who meet advancedprices with a
“larger check, and ask to be called upon if there:is further

need. There are means enough among .Freethinkers to

.support THE TruTH SEEKER adequately, and if they do
not do this it will signify, we assume, that they do not

- feel the need of a paper to advocate their cause.

We do

: not, however, meet much of that" sentlment and so we

R
0

, expect to “carry on.” : . S0
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kd . Y B



442

The Truth Seeker.—dJuly 13, 1918

THE SCHOOLS OF IRELAND.

Church-controlled and Dirty, They “Enslave the
Mind While They Incapacitate the Body.”
From “Poliiical Pricsts and Irish Ruin,” by the Hon. F.

Hugh O'Donnell, M.P.
Discussing the “pauperizing defects of character
produced by the dominant system” in Ireland, the

author of “Political Priests and Irish Ruin” says: |

“That debasement and debilitation, moral and phys-
ical, has its origin in the abominably ignorant,
abominably dirty, and abominably managed pseudo
schools, which infect rather than instruct the ma-
jority of the population, and which enslave the
mind while they incapacitate the body. If the com-
missioners would pass from the dirty hovels and
thriftless mendicancy that are the pretext for the
congested fiction, and make themselves acquainted
with hundreds of servile and insanitary schools
described in the Board of Education’s reports, even
they must recognize the main source of the back-
wardness and destitution of Ireland.”

Another evil is the introduction of what are
called “home industries” that turn Irish homes into
sweat-shops, breed bad health and force emigration.
Mr. O’Donnell proceeds from these to the convent
workshops, saying:

“Not distantly related to these unhomelike home
industries are a large class of semi-religious and
ultra-commercial factories, which have increased
in enormous numbers in Ireland in recent years.
I refer to the vast class of establishments for carry-
ing on all sorts of industries at cheap labor rates,
from dressmaking to shirtmaking and laundry work,
in which the employed can never hope to become
either free workers or free employers, and on which
a number of uneconomic motives—such as alms-
giving, self-sacrifice, the service of religious su-
periors, etc., etc.—largely take the place of the
wages fund, the pursuit of advancement and inde-
pendence, and similar practical inducements, which
hold good in the regular manufacturing establish-
ments of lay business and progress. As I am only
studying the economic aspect of these questions, I
have nothing to do with appraising the motives of
a spiritual kind or the benefits of a spiritual kind
which may attend the vast number of establishments
in question. But I would have pointed out to the
Commission—a very good reason for my exclusion
—while giving every credit to the motives of self-
sacrifice, mortification of the flesh, voluntary pov-
erty, and so forth, that when attempted to be ap-
plied to civil society and to the lives and prospects
of lay people, both men and women it is the uni-
versal experience of civilized nations that lay
prosperity is absolutely incompatible with the pre-
dominance, half spiritual, wholly mercantile, of
such institutions, especially when established on any
considerable scale at the expense of lay com-
munities.

“Let me illustrate by a single example the in-
jurious working of the systems to which I refer.
In an Irish town in which I lived for many years
there was a firm of lay dressmakers and underwear
makers, especially for ladies and children. A couple
of highly respected and very efficient lay women
owned the establishment, and were assisted by a
number of girl apprentices, a score at least.

“Then a local establishment of the conventual
character I describe, which had never competed
with the industrious laity before, imported from
Dublin a recent convert to their community, who
had been a very skillful dressmaker in a Dublin
house. With the aid of this recruit, a dress-
making and shirtmaking industry was set up
within the religious establishment. A large
number of schoolgirls attending the schools
of the institution and which received public
money for their education, were at once
employed in the assistant department of the new
factory or workshop, receiving little or no wages
for their work, which was held by their employers
to be only a useful training for their future occu-
pations. The clergymen of the denomination to
which the new workshop belonged at once began

to use their influence to obtain customers for the
pious undertaking. Within three years the firm
of lay dressmakers, deserted by most of their former
patronesses through no fault of their own, were
reduced to dire poverty, while the whole of their
girl apprentices had been thrown into the street, a
few being so fortunate or unhappy as to escape to
America.

“This sort of thing has taken place, and is taking
place, all over Ireland. It took place to such an
enormous extent throughout France, displacing the
employment of vast numbers of humble trades and
callings, that it explains a great portion of the popu-
lar wrath against such institutions, as well as the
indifference to religion which has followed. If
the commissioners had seen, as I have seen, a poor
French blanchisseuse clenching her fist and scream-
ing execrations as the conventual laundry cart of
one of those flourishing institutions dashed by, it
would need few words to prove that interference
with the livelihoods of the poor is a reckless game
for a religious society. The Irish are still a patient
people, but Frenchmen could not speak more bit-
terly than many Irish men and women of what is
going on in a hundred localities to-day.

“When the Congested Board promotes with com-
placeny the work of institutions in which no lay
man or lay woman can ever be more than a most
inferior subordinate, it is perhaps unaware that
both industry and religion can be injured by its
attitude.

“When we remember the number of commercial
convents in Ireland which draw a portion of their
income from the making and the sale of lace—the
making by poor girls and the sale for the benefit
of the convent—the evils of the system must be
indeed intolerable to force the Freeman's Journal
to publish its leading article of the end of August
last. Dealing first with the question, Does lace-
making pay? the Freeman has to place on record
that, after.a long and weary apprenticeship of years,
the poor Irish lacemaker barely gets a shilling a
day from the convent!

“The Freeman goes on to point out that the me-
chanical toil of the Nottingham looms is paid in-
finitely higher than the artistic drudgery of the poor
employees of Irish convents.

“For the sake of placating its priestly masters, 1
suppose, the Freeman proceeds to state that, after
all, the Irish convents pay their drudges a little
better than the Belgian nunneries. In fact, while
the Irish girl may get a shilling a day, her fellow-
slave in Belgium receives only a franc!

“What a grim irony there is in that attempt of the
Freeman to shield its ponvent patrons by that
reference to the ‘better position financially’ of the
Irish convent drudge! Still there is some bravery
in the further declaration of the Irish clerical organ
that the evils of convent lacemaking are not confined
to wasted years and miserable pay. The lacemaker
who does not want to be dismissed from her em-
ployment dare not roughen her hands with any kind
of domestic utility. She must remain useless for
every faculty of womanhood except drudging for
the convent. The convent lacemaker is the most
helpless of emigrants, and loss of sight is @ con-
stant danger. '

“Of course ‘lacemaking does not stop emigration.’
As a rule every one of those poor girls—stooping
over that ceaseless needle-work in all those lace-
making convents which dare to brag of their ‘en-
couragement of Irish industry’—is supported by
the dream of a day when years of saving or the
gift of a relative may enable her to seek and find

a more human life thousands of miles from pious’

Ireland. Unhappily, in numberless cases the poor
tired eyes have given way long before the advent
of the means of escape. ‘

“But what unconscionable cruelty is exercised by
those holy women and their holy directors while
all those poor Irish girls, shut in from nature and
life, are first forced to misemploy years of their
childhood in the convent ‘schools,” learning a trade
which ensures their mental and physical ruin, and
are afterwards sweated and starved, :in the season

of their early womanhood, under all the circum-
stances of privation and unhealthiness discreetly
indicated by the Freeman’s Journal! Some might
ask, Did the members and nominees of the political
priesthood on the Royal Congestion Commission dj-
rect the special investigation of the Commissioners
to the lacemaking dens of Irish clericalism? 1 am
quite sure that nothing of the kind was attempted.
The phrase, ‘the Good Nuns’ or ‘the Devoted
Ladies,” is enough to hypnotize an arranged com-
missioner to any required degree of moral coma.

“It is always difficult to trace any effective super-
vision of convent sweating in the reports of govern-
ment inspectors. I note, however, Mr. Redmond
and his merry men recently secured the consent of
the British government to a renewed exemption of
convent laundries—one of the most exhausting
forms of employment—from all real control of ex-
amination.

“What does not diminish the suspicions attached
to the exemption from public inspection so per-
sistently required by convent laundries in Ireland,
is the fact, not at all as well known as it ought to
be. that the government inspectors of related classes
of semi-penal institutions in England and Scotland
are very far from expressing confidence or admira-
tion with regard to the prevalent system. In most
of these establishments, the laboring inmates are
young women, often extremely young, belonging to
the class of ruined girls, who are in need of so
much sympathy and care, and who get very little
of either. The supervising persons, who keep the
workwomen to their taskwork in vogue, are, or pro-
fess to be, influenced by moral and religious con-
siderations above all. In the case of the Catholic
convent laundries, supervisors and directresses are,
of course, nuns of various Orders, often the Good
Shepherd so deplorably notorious in France, who,
in virtue of their vows and training, have ideas on
the subject of sexual frailty of the most ascetic
character. It is at least arguable that girls who have
fallen far from ascetic ideals would often receive
more sympathetic treatment from less exquisite per-
fection. At any rate, even in the ordinary class of
female refuges and orphanages, the reports of the
lady. inspectors are disquieting. They comment
upon ‘the peculiar danger in these places through
their isolation from the growth of knowledge and
experience outside.” One lady inspector states that
‘in only one home’ was she allowed to enter and
inspect immediately upon announcing herself, the
inference being that she was kept out until certain
matters had been arranged for inspection.

“All the reports speak of ‘the extreme youth of
many of the inmates,’ as well of the depressing
monotony of laundry work, even though ‘the spells
of work are broken with prayers.” In one Scotch
institution for the Reformation of Penitent Females
—why should females have to endure penal peni-
tence more than males?—there were 100 women,
who worked from six in the morning till six in the
evening, and who made every year £3,700 for the
laundry authorities! Each girl made, on an aver-
age, £37 a year, and had for her reward a penance
cell, in which she was locked at night, and the
recreation of ‘prayers’! The revelations as to the
Good Shepherd Convents in France were even
worse, far worse, than these reports; and the crim-
inal consent of his majesty’s government to the non-
inspection of convent laundries in Ireland leaves us
no information whatever.”

e

“This great writer of the days of the American
Revolution” is the way the New York Times
introduces Thomas Paine to its readers in an
article culled from the Bookman. The times
that try men’s souls had to come again to force
notice and appreciation upon the man who first
uttered the phrase.

Such as do build their faith upon
The holy text of pike and gun;
Decide all controversies by
Infallible artillery;
And from their doctrine orthodox,
By apostolic blows and knocks,
Call fire and sword and desolation
A" Godly, thorough Reformation.
—Hudibras.
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The Two Roads.—l.

What Does Life Mean to You?

Not so long ago the world was at peace, and
for the most of humans there seemed to be a kind
of uneasiness much like the milling of a herd of
cattle before a storm. Unrest was the word to
describe the condition. Times were changing and
a great revolution, apparently economic, seemed to
be surging and straining at the bonds of conven-
tion. .

Men thought in terms of dollars and cents, of
hours of labor. Human society was developing
along lines of industrial power and rivalry, con-
verging, concentrating and seemingly crushing be-
neath an irresistible weight the ideals and aspira-
tions of the individual man. Selfishness and greed
became exalted under the high sounding and sci-
entific names of efficiency and “survival of the
fittest.” Men were dazzled with the sight of organ-
ized and coordinated effort in the industrial world,
and all eyes were turned toward Germany, the home
of a learned people, a people so imbued with sci-
ence and scientific methods that the whole nation
seemed one great machine operated and controlled
by a single lever. .

All over the civilized world the German idea was
permeating and the German influence was being
felt. The nations stood almost spell-bound gazing
upon the spectacle of the power of “scientific” effi-
ciency.

Here was the Garden of Eden re-established, the
Tree of Knowledge and the Tree of Eternal Life
again planted—and no Serpent in evidence.

Still, far across the rolling seas a flag floated
in the breeze, and beneath it was gathered a na-
tion of one hundred millions of people, from all
parts of the world, a seething cauldron, a mighty
melting pot of human beings who, looking at life
from short range, seemed to forget, or not to know,
the meaning of the flag under which they lived and

had their being. Under the flag of Imperial Ger-

many, seemingly united, developed together the
principles of Christianity, the spirit and the letter
of revealed religion, and thé great principle of sci-
ence—coordinated effort, expressed otherwise as
the “survival of the fittest.”

Then, in a trice, from the gathering clouds blazed
forth war, a war which has engulfed practically the
entire world. All that had been in process of for-
mation, all that had seemed to be based on the
eternal rocks of truth and laid down in holy writ
for the guidance of mankind, was drawn at once
into the vortex of the seething crucibles of Ex-
perience, brought face to face with all that man has
in past times suffered individually and collectively—
all and more than even our brutish forebears ever
suffered. :

Two great ideas came into conflict and the world
shall be witness of the result. On the one hand,
as it stands revealed, is the great, the cardinal prin-
ciple of brute development, the rule of might; on the
other, the great principle which has differentiated
man from all the animals that inhabit the earth—the
idea of right and justice—in one word, Humanity.
Now indeed is “the time that tries men’s souls.”
Now, at last, the world must face the naked truth
and shape its ideals accordingly. Not only the
nations but every individual must make his choice
as the great drama is unrolled act by act, scene by
scene, before his gaze.

For us, beneath the starry banner, the question
is: Is the idea underlying our national existence
the right idea? Did the men and women whose
labor and whose blood, now transformed into an
emblem of red, white and blue, have in their souls
the “divine” spark, or were they merely impotently
striving against the law of God?

I shall not dilate upon the view of life which
the German idea unfolds to us. It is not beautiful
to look upon. I shall only remark that in early
times the settlers on our frontiers reserved enough
powder and ball to exterminate themselves rather
than fall alive into the hands of the savages to
whom they were opposed. For the rest I shall

leave history to paint in the details, and for a mo-
ment we will turn our glance toward Russia. Here
we have another view of life. Here a great people
are in a death-grapple with themselves. Here a
most soul-stifling autocracy has given place for the
moment to a state of individual anarchy wherein
no one acknowledges authority of any kind or de-
gree. Murder and rapine, robbery and general
sacking of homes and estates, is the order of the
day. Nobody trusts anybody, and nobody obeys
any constituted authority except at the sword’s
point.

On the one hand we see humanity obeying a sin-
gle savage and ruthless impulse; a whole nation
patterned after the bloodiest pages of the Old Tes-
tament; on the other, the same instincts and pas-
sions aroused but denying any and all kind of rule
or authority. Thus we are able to view the work-
ings of the idea of might from two opposing angles,
and the candid mind must admit that in both cases
is lacking the great principle of Human develop-
ment, the principle upon which man separates him-
self from the brute creation—compassion for the
weak and respect for the rights of others.

Knowing as we do that down below the surface
in all phases of human development as seen in
European countries there is an abiding belief in the
ancient “god of wrath,” knowing as we do that
so long as people acknowledge such a being they
must ever exist upon the brink of the chasm of
Bestiality, it is with a new sense of wonder and
reverence that we must look upon the emblem of
our country, the flag which ushered into the world
a new idea.

The founders of this nation departed from the
ancient idea in that they realized and acknowledged
no power except the power and authority of man
in the formation of this government. All of our
laws, all of our ideals, are based upon the great
principle of Human Rights and trust in man.

Our people, nurtured in a bitter school of ex-
perience, and taking to heart the lessons thus
learned, have founded a government which does
and ever must respond to the wills of the governed,
thus putting upon the individual the responsibility
for the success or failure of mankind to make head
against the brutal instincts that all inherit from
the animal ancestor. Thus we come to the con-
sideration of the great tragedy of the World War

in its bearings upon the individual man.
“Till Poverty knocked at his door,
He never knew how bare

The uneventful days of those
Who have but want and care.”

And so America became the asylum for the poor
and the weak and oppressed of the people of the
world.

“Till Sorrow lingered at his hearth
He ncver knew the night

Through which all troubled souls must fare
To gain the morning light.”

And so America became the melting-pot of all
the world; a great nation gathered together bound
by kindred ties and kindred aspirations.

“Till suffering had sought his house
He never knew what dread

May wrestle with, nor what grim fears
Of agony are bred.”

Thus it came about that all power and all law
was placed in the hands of man and none were
obliged to bow to any authority except that which
the people themselves represented.

“And yet, till these unbidden guests
Had taught him to possess

A clearer sight, he never knew
The hcights of Happiness.”

And so it came about that a great nation rose at
the call of its leader and stood ready to sacrifice
to the last dollar and to the last drop of blood for
nothing but a principle.

The lesson comes home to us as individuals. We
may shape our lives on the brute principle of might
and ride rough shod over all who may cross our
path, or we may acknowledge the right of the other
fellow, even if he is a weaker fellow—and lend him
a helping hand.

This is where the roads part, the one way takes
us back to the jungle; the other leads toward the

summit of human development. The one intro-
duces an opaque something between man and the
way he should go—a something upon which he
places the responsibility for his actions; the other
holds him personally responsible for his conduct.
Geo. H. Lona.

ULTRAMONTANISM UNMASKED.

Apart from the evidence tendered in the recent Pem-
berton-Billing case to the effect that the “Scandal Book”
(prepared by German spies in England) does exist, there
is some strikingly remarkable testimony extant which
tends strongly in favor of those who have avouched their
sight of it.

The testimony is to be found in a book, now very scarce,
written long ago by the late Lord Robert Montagu. It is
entitled, “Recent Events and a Clue to Their Meaning.”
Referring to the leaders of Ultramontanism, Lord Robert
says (page 131): “After the elections the new members
are eagerly watched, and what they say and do is tabu-
lated. They have a hold on many members by knowing
the things they have done which have committed them.
Illicit means are also employed.

“At one time a heavy bill was run up by a solicitor
against a member who had not the means of paying it, and
then payment was deferred as long as he voted and acted
in the way he was bidden. At another time, when a young
member was gambling for high stakes a trap was laid to
induce him to act fraudulently with cards.”

Lord Robert popularizes two cases in which two young
parliamentarians were inveigled into the company of im-
moral women for the purpose of compromising them.
Happily, in both cases, the young men were able to elude
the snare. But he goes on to say: “If the trap had been
successful; if the power had once been obtained and the
member had committed himself, then that power would
have been speedily exercised. The member of parliament
would have been bidden to do some discreditable political
act. Under threat of exposure he would have been com-
pelled to do it. Thus a second chain and fetter would
have been rivetted to bind him. When, however, he had
resigned himself without questioning to do the bidding of
his taskmasters, then all at once he would have found his
reward in getting on.”

Montagu informs the reader that an old Irish member
in 1869 said to him, “If you want to get on in the house,
the sooner you get rid of your conscience the better.” And
an old Jesuit, not a year later, warned him in these words:
“England knows not her greatest men, because he who
shrinks from his first evil act, or having found himself
bound with the willow withes of a Delilah bursts them as-
under, speedily finds that his lot is to go down in the
world.”

Lord Montagu was a convert from Romanism and was
at one period of his life intimately acquainted with several
Jesuits and also with a late cardinal, so that one need not
be surprised at the warning given him,

Several British ministers (espécially Mr. Winston
Churchill) have mentioned the agency of Germans secret-
ly at work in pre-war years, and they have confessed,
curicusly enough, that they knew “all about it.” Such an
agency would doubtless be engineered so far as Germany
was concerned, by those who made the policy of the
Zentrum, the Center party, that is, of the Reichstag. This
party—the hope of the clericals—as Lord Haldane once
confessed at the National Liberal club, July, 1915, “held
the scales.” It was “the war party.”

When one reads the serious allegations recently made
and reflects how prone to error men often are, we rejoice
over the two tempted ones who escaped, whilst we are
saddened at the thought of others who failed, and who
may have been sapped of all power to help their country.
How like German Kultur it would be to employ tricksters,
guilty as Montagu worded it, of “enticing young persons
of mark to commit themselves in perpetrating some dis-
graceful act,” so that their fair name, and fame and honor
and liberties are placed in the hands of such agents as
have been here alluded to—a disgrace which “would hold
them in bondage,” even as Captain Spencer in the recent
case has testified.

Montagu acknowledges how strong is he “who puts be-
fore himself one end to which he constantly aims without
swerving, allowing no consideration of right or wrong, no
soft or benevolent feeling, no passion, no natural affection,
to intervene or deter him.”

Written a generation ago, how characteristically do
these features portray the German monster, “frightful-
ness” today.—Bookworm, in the Delroit Free Press.

What a situation it is when the deepest thoughts
of the modern mind must be measured by the teach-
ing of Jesus, and referred to a world of ideas that
has nothing to recommend it but the antiquity of its
traditions and the artificially engendered apprecia-
tion of everything connected with it!—Arthur
Drews.

Most of those on their knees have not strength
enoughi to get on their feet!
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Subscription Rates.

Single subscription in advance . . $3.50
Two néw subscribers . . 6.00
One subscription two years in ad-

vance . . . . . + . . . 600
One advance subscription and one

new subseriber, in one remitttance  6.00

To subscribers in Canada, $4.00 per year.
To other foreign countries, $4.50 per year.
Subscrlptxons received for any length of
time under a year at the rate of 30 cents
per month. Can be begun at any txme

Single copies, 10 cents.

SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be
obliged to our readers if they will send
us the name and address of any Free-
thinker who is not a regular subscriber.

- OBJECTS. .

It is the object of THE TRUTH SEEKER
to educate the people out of religious
It denies the inspiration and
infallibity of the Bible, and asserts the
human origin of that book. It denies the
existence of the theological heaven' and
hell, but as to the existence and immortal-
ity “of the soul neither affirms nor denies.
It waits for evidence.

. THE TruTH SEEKER upholds the theory
of Evolution, believing that to be the so.u- -

_ tion of the question of the origin, growtl, .

and development of the animal kingdom,
including man. THE TRUTH SEEKER be-
lieves that ‘the answer to the questions
Whence?. and- Whither? can be given only
by Science. .

THE TruTH Sm-:xm holds that morality
and ethics—or man’s relation to man—are
entirely independent of creed or religion,

o . and dre- founded on rules developed by ex- °

- takes nb side or part.

. perienee., ..

- In current polxtncs THE TRUTH SEEKER
In general it holds

- to the prihc;ptes of freedom enunenated by

the ' Founders of-tlie Republic.*

.THE Truth !SEEKER believes in . Free
Speech Free ‘Press, and Free Mails; in fuli
discussion of all sides of all subjects, and
affords those having new’ ‘ahd . worthy

- thoughts, clearly stated, a generous -and

RN

‘welcome hearing) ®ach contributor * being
- responsible ‘for. his own .opinion. "
neither indorse an idea by prmtmg it, nor |
,'condemn it by exclusion, 1

We .

THE TRUTH SEEKER is “the recogmzed

,mednfm of communication between - the

Liberals of the country, and is edited each
week for their information, instruction, en-

.,tertamment and support agamst religious
“‘errof ard rhental slavery’ and in ‘wmainte- -

nance of their.equal civil and religious
nghts as citizens of the United States.- *

~The- Editor invites communications on
the (siub]ects to. which | these pages are dg-
vote

A

POLITICAL PRINCIPLES
(Tm: Nine DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM.)'

.
¢

1. We demand that churches and other {-

ecclesiastical property -shall be no longet
exempt from-taxation. .

2. We demand that the employment of .
chaplams in Congress, in .the. Leg:slatures,
in the navy and militia, and in prisons;
asylums and all other institutions 'supported.
by public maney_shall be discontinued.. -

3. We demand that all public appropna.- L

tions for educational and charitable insti-
tutions of a sectarian chatacter shall cease.

4. We demand that all religious services
now sustained by the government.shall be:
abolished; and especially that the use of
the Bible in the public. schools, whether
ostensibly as a text-book or avowedly as a
book of r-hgwus worshlp, shall be pro--
hibited. :

5. We. demand. that the appomtment by

.the President of the United States or by

the governors of the various states, of all
religious festxvals ‘and fasts shall “wholly-
cease. -

6. We . demand that. the ]udlmal oath in
the courts and in all other departments of
the government shall be abolished, and that
simple afﬁrmatlon under the pams and pen-
altnej of perjury shall be estabhshed in its
stead.

7. We .demand that all laws du:ectly or
indirectly enforcing the observance of Sun-
day as the Sabbath shall be repealed.

g We demand that all laws looking to
the enforcement of “Christian” morality
shall be abrogated and that all laws shall
be conformed to the requirements of nat- ~
ural morahty, equal rights, and 1mpart1al
liberty.

9. We demand that not only in the Con-
stitution of the United States and of the
several states. but also in the practical ad-
ministration of the same. no privileges or
advantages shall be conceded to Christianity
or.anv’ other special religion; that our en-
tire political’ system shall be founded and
administered on a purely secular basis: and
that whatever changes shall prove neces-
sarv td. this_end shall be consistently, un-
flinchingly, and promptly made. .

LETTERS OF FRIENDS

Readers desirous of communicating with
the writers of.the letters in this depart-
ment may address them in care of THE
TruTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey street, New York,
N. Y., and the letters will be re-addressed
and forwarded.

ILLOGICAL AND RIDICULOUS.
From W. G. Henry, California.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

I am frequently amazed at the audacity
of religious fanatics; truly, they are fear-
fully and wonderfully constituted. “The
world is my oyster,” seems to be their
motto, and they mistake all the inhabitants
thereof for mollusks. The latest specimen
of supernatural cheek emanates from that
Christian Science cherub who furnishes
copy for those publications where space is
free, whose readers are excessively tolerant,
and those editors are long-suffering; I re-
fer to A. F. Gilmore, X. Sci. Pub. Com,,
New York. :

Using good white paper (at war prices),
type, ink, and- the kind indulgence of paid
subscribers .ad libitum does not limit the
boundary lines of .this erstwhile edifying
Eddyite. He has a message to inflict gratis.
And the purport of that message 'is that
lreethmkers ‘are intolerant. Dispassion-
ately 1 ask, Can a further limit to ungodlv
gall be imagined by mortal mind? This
delegated deputy of the now-you-see-it-
and-now-you- dont cult has the brass-
bound nerve to cross the boundary line of
superstition and tell the dwellers in the
realm of Reason that they should curb
their intolerance. It is almost invidious to
propose that a cherub should have his own
optics probed. We do not all see alike;
some do not see at all. By what decree did
the extravagant claims of 'C. S. . become
imnrune to investigation and discussion?
Are, there any limits to. the accomplish-
ments of C. S.? "Can it restore reason to
a. religious maniac or banish bigotry from a
megacephalous idiot who has been born a
couple of times? Can C. S. bring health
-and' happiness to an afflicted zoo, and set
the ‘diseased and dying denizens to scamp-
ering and butting with glee—all by absent
treatment?> We can never know the utter-
most limits of C.-S. unless we outsiders
ase allowed to examine and discuss it, for,
_unfortunately, Mrs. Eddy issued certain
decrees forbidding her dupes to examine

| or discuss hert discoveriés; the ax of ex-

communication is ever ready if, as a Chris-
'ti;m Scientist,’ you ever dare to think on
your own hook.

- Agcording té Mr. Gilmore,,Christ comes
knocking at our doors. bearing a healing
message, and those who receive him and
sup ‘with him are healed. and receive -a
knowledge and a peace that passeth all
understanding, or something tothat ‘effect,
or about that size. We are informed that
C, S. (Christ) cures- ammals as well as
«men. How is this done? Does Christ
*come krocking at their doors also?’ Does
-he come around knocking at the doors of
dog kennels, hen houses and cow barns?
-My mortal imind does not rise to.the maj-
~esty of a bulldog being “supernaturally
cured of fleas and receiving a ‘pcace that
passeth all understanding. 1 know I will

3s well as humorous and ndlculous’ And
~when a religion is logically- ridiculous, can
it be divinely inspired? And will not a
religion that is, ridiculous -to intelligent
people in time become absurd to every-
body? To me, or rather to my mortal
mind, C. S. is the most ridiculous and

and I cannot be cured of that belief by
being told that I am mtolerant and ‘blas-
_phemous. _ Some readers of Tue Truth
SEEKER would prefer that the editar publish
“Science and Health” serially “instead of
having it annotated and seasoned with the
silly Christian cant of the aforesaid  Gil-
more, especially m.v:ew of the scant
courtesy extended to Ratlonahsts by the
editors of - C. S, "publications.

.Mrs. Eddy receives no more attention
from Rationalists than she deserves.. We

L ed e . e oon e e
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" Verily,

. grapeshot spattered  against it.

be called blasphemous' amd. intolerant, but,-
just the same, aren’t these. questions logical

absurd religion with which I' am familiar,’

simply consider her a victim of her own
cultivated hallucinations, not unlike those
which have inflicted the founders of all
other religions. We do not pillory her
with vulgar characterization. We consider
her a deluded mortal, neither high enough
to excite our admiration, nor low enough
to waste words upon her defamation. How-
ever, the fanaticism of some of her fol-
lowers at times excites our risibilities;
they take themselves so seriously that we
fail to give them any serious consideration.

It is no doubt true that Mrs. Eddy said
something about welcoming persecution,
but what religious founder has not made
remarks of similar import, and are not
such remarks surreptitiously intended to
ward off persecution or to gain sympathy
from it? At all events, Mrs. Eddy said
nothing new, invented nothing new, and
her brand of dupes and fanatics is nothing
new. Persecution of Christians, by Chris-
tians, persecution of all other religions hy
Christians, and persecution of Freethinkers
and Humanitarians by Christians are
nothing new, “for have we not before us
always the early history of Christianity?”
we are brothers in this world,
but Christianity has never prevented us
from hating, persecuting and killing each
other—and it ncver will

CIVILIANS’ PART IN THE WAR.

From the National War Savings Com-
mittee, Washington, ‘D, C.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

Separated by 3,000 miles of ocean and
protected by ovr Navy, our civilian popu-
fation can during this war continue to live
in the same security as in peace times.
The Hun invaders are not in our midst.
We are spared the agony that came to the
women and children and old men of Bel-
gium and France and Serbia and the other
overrun countries. While thus secure
from harm we must not forget that the
civilian populations of these desolated
countries are as much our allies as are
their fighting men. Let us realize more
deeply their tragedies.

Read this testimony of Brand Whitlock,
who as our minister to Belgium knows what

it means for a land to be occupied by-

Germans troops:

“Tamines is a little mining town on the
Sambre. The little church stands on the
village green overlooking the river, its
facade all splotched where the bullets and
And in
the little graveyard besides the church
there are hundreds of new-made graves,
long rows of them, each with its small
wooden cross and its bit of flowers. The
crosses stand in serried rows, so closely
that they make a very thicket, with scarcely

room to walk between them. They were.

all new, of painted wood, alike except for
the. names and the ages—thirteen to eighty-
four.
date—August 22, 1914,

“The Germans began to pillage and burn
the houses, 767 of ‘them; then they turned
all the' inhabitants into the strect, pro-
miscuously marching them about.
on for long hours; they were given no
food or drink. During a halt they forced
them to lie beneath the machine guns, then
they lined them up against the church wall
and performed a mock execution. About
600 men. were massed in St. Martin's
Square on the river bank, and their wives,

‘mothers, daughters were assembled by the

soldiers to witness the scene.

“They lined up their victims in three
rows along the Sambre and tumbled 150 of
them head over heels into the river, shov-
ing back with their bayonets those who
attempted to cling to the bank. Only four
or five escaped by swimming. During this
first execution the machine guns were
trained on the remaining lines. When the
firing had ceased that night, there were
more than 400 dead; their bodies lying
there, women, too, and children, And the
graves are there near by, in the cemetery,
and the ages given are from 13 to 84.”

The part that these civilians played in
the war was to bring to the civilized world

the realization of what it would mecan for~
In playirg their-

German arms to conquer,

But they all bore the same sunster

It went,

part they gave their lives in the most cruel
way a beastly enemy could devise.

What part will our civilian population
piay in the war? Will it go along living
as it did Lefore the war, or will it glory
in the opportunity to serve in the tremen-
dous task of defeating civilization’s enemy ?
Each individual must decide that question.
He can prolong the world's agony or he
can save—save and sacrifice—to the ut-
most of his ability and with his savings
buy War Savings Stamps that there may
be more money, labor, and materials to
back up those who fight and die not only
for us, but for all who love freedom.

REVIVAL RESULTS.

From Howard Crutcher, M.D., Chicago.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

Herewith I inclose a clipping taken from
the editorial page of the Chicago Tribune
of June 6, which throws a strong light
upon some of the preposterous claims of
the notorious evangelist William A. Sun-
day. The Protestant sectarians are most
welcome to any comfort they may be able
to extract from the telling figures as pre-
sented by the Rev. Dr. Gladden:

“Billy Sunday’s Meetings.

“Columbus, O., June 4—(Editor of The
Tribunc)—I1 observe that you have been
making some estimate of the results of
Mr. Sunday's Chicago meetings. Of
course, you allow for shrinkage, as you
should. 1 have recently seen some fig-
ures which throw some light on this phase
of the inquiry.

“Mr. Sunday’s revival closed about six
months ago in Los Angeles, Cal. After
allowing time for gathering the harvest,
the pastors of Los Angeles sent out a
questicnnaire to the churches participat-
ing, asking them to state definitely what
are the gains to the churches of Mr.
Sunday’s revival.

“The Sunday campaign cost the churches
of Los Angeles $85,000. It is all paid but
about $325. Of persons who have signed
the cards and ‘hit the trail’ the num-
ber reported was 26,000. . Churches reply-
ing to the questionnaire were 160, all the
important churches, we are told.

“These 160 churches said they had re-
ceived 81C0 cards, instead of the 26,000
reported, and of these 8100, 4,500 bore
the names of persons already members
of these 160 churches. Of the 3,600 per-
sons remaining, whose signatures were
attached to the cards, the 160 churches re-
porting received 525 additions.

“Various opinions are expressed by these
cooperating pastors concerning several
phases of the campaign, but I have con-
fined myself to the figures.

“WASHINGTON GLADDEN,

“Pastor .Emeritus, First Congregational
Church.”

' PLAN OF ORGANIZATION.

From Edmund Marshall, Esq., Michigan.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

The matter of Freethought organization
is at intervals reverted to by one or an-
other of your correspondents, but ap-
parently meets with little encouragement.
It can be scarcely said to arouse sufficient
interest to bring about even a discussion
in your columns.

We have a National Organization which
few recognize, and whose influence i3
commensurate with the support vouch-
safed.

We have several periodicals whose finan-
cial standing is no better than their liter-
ary qualities, and which would quickly
be numbered with the dear departed but
for the enthusiasm of their projectors.
The one outstanding instance to the con-
trary is THE TrutH SEEKER, and, meri-

torious as this is, once in a while it has

the experience which befell Mother Hub-
bard when she went to the cupboard.

And we have a few local societies of
slight influence in their respective locali-
ties (with one or two notable exceptions).

This condition of affairs may bLe at-
tributed to:

“fa) A clear realization of the religioug
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myth produces, in many, a sense of ab-
surdity of theology so profound that the
whole matter is dismissed as unworthy of
further notice. )

(b) A selfish contentment with the
knowledge of the truth to the forgetting
of our obligation to those through whom
we have received enlightment; and to the
exclusion of appreciation of our duty to
do, in turn, what we can to enlighten
others.

(¢) The paucity of competent teachers,

resulting in the propaganda resting with
enthusiastic but more or less iliiterate
champions, whose attainments or lack of
attainments permit vulgarity and ridicule to
take the place of logic; and abuse, that
of philosophy.

(d) The ineffective platform work
(Class “C”) which not only fails to main-
tain the interest of Freethinkers, but aiso
fails to carry conviction to “believers,”
and, by arousing anger and resentment,
leaves them yet more stubborn in their
belief.

Professor Leuba has clearly demon-
strated the fact that the best intellect of
the country is on our side, therefore we
do not lack the means to remedy the ex-
isting state of affairs. And, at this time
particularly, it is incumbent upon us to
apply the remedy. Publications of all
class, color, and creed, are warning us
of the Labor crisis which will arise after
the war; but, the real crisis is a religious
one, and unless we are prepared we may
find priest, pastor and papist placed in the
saddle by our politicians and profiteers in
order to evade and suppress the enthrone-
ment of labor.

Our shortcoming is recognized by all,
but the modus operandi of relief remains
undecided upon. If our “Friends” would
only adequately discuss the matter in these
columns, a line of action should surely
be defined; and I submit the following pro-
posals, not as a specific, but as an induce-
ment to get the question threshed out.

Submitted :

(1) A Parent Organization to be lo-
cated in Washington, D. C, to be known
as “The Liberators.” (Duties confined to
committee executive work, vide “4.”’)

(2) A State Branch to be located in the
capital of each state, to be known as “The
Liberators (State) Depart-
ment.” - (Duties confined to committee
executive work, vide “4.”)

(3) Local branches to be established in
each state to be known as “The Liber-
ators .......... (State) Branch No......”

(Each state to be assigned ten num-
bers. That of Washington, D. C. 1.9;
then 10-19; then 20-29; and so on in the
order -of their 'entry into the U. S. Union.)

(4) The Parent Organization, the De-
partments, and all Branches to establish
three committees: (a) Organization, (b)
Platform, (c) Political. (Their respective
duties would be: (a) to organize the De-
partments and Branches; (b) provide ‘the
Platform work; (C) keep watch upon
and place upon record all legislative activ-
ity affecting the principles we ad\'ocate,
also acts of local civic bodies, religious
organization, and the Press of like char-

acter. The Branches would report to the
Department; they, in turn, to report to
the Parent Organization. One of the

features of these reports to be the nota-
tion of the religious profession of all
those holding civil office, or paf*ticipatinb,
officially, in general polmcal and public
movements.

(5) Members to be graded—Local,
Stater, Statesman, National, Legislator.

(a) A “Local” to be one who is simply
a member of one of the organizations.

(b) A *“Stater” to be a member who also |

pays dues to the State Department.

(c) A “Statesman” to be a member
elected by a “Local” Branch as an honorary
member of the State Department.

(d) A “National” to be a member who
pays dues to the. State Department and
also to the Parent Organization.

If we go upon record as being desirous
and willing to place the leadership of the
movement in the hands of men of learn-
ing, influence, and wealth, we may secure

such help and direction. Washington, D.
C., should easily furnish the necessary
personnel for the Parent Organization;
and the respective State Capitals likewise
provide for themselves.

The slash, dash and clapstick brand of
oratory would be thereby set free for its
own peculiar work in its proper sphere.

DRY OR WET.

From William Cooper, New York.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

In today's reading I came across a very
interesting letter signed Donald Grey, evi-
dently an answer to an article by Lemuel
K. Washburn, who used to interest me
very much, at Paine Hall, Boston, Mass.,
some twenty-five years ago, or more.

1 quite coincide with all Donald Grey
has written, and can add what I so well
remember in the year 1878, and earlier,
as it bears on the subject at issue. At
that time the drink bill in England was
running up by leaps and bounds, and pub-
lic opinion was very much worked up on
the subject, and judgment, of course, went
wide of the mark. The temperance peo-
ple (who are seldom temperate) .said that
the death-rate was apalling and quoted
fearful figures showing the evils of drink.
This went on for some time, when a
counterblast came along in the form of a
letter to the Times (London) from the
leading authority on the subject of social
economy, and the writer who knew, if

anyone did know, the correct facts in the.

case. Prof. Leoni Levi, the authority in
question, gave it out, as the result of his
extended experience, that the death rate
from over-cating, and injudicious eating,
was much greater than that from the use
of intoxicants, but the effects (apparent)
were far more insiduous.

I fail to see-how any prohibitionist can
consider a country free, when a man or
woman is not allowed the use of what
in any sense has never been a source of
injury to them, but is a constant source
of enjoyment zmd good feellng m the
household.

I have lived a life of 72 years, and
have tried both sides.
land, and Wales, and have closely watched
the hypocrisy their Sunday closing bills
caused, and I have lived for twenty-one
years in the State of Maine, and am
bound to say that there is a lot of wretched
poor stuff worked off, wherever there is
prohibition, and in the County of Piscata-

I have lived in Scot--

quis, where I mostly lived, the fines paid-

were greater than the returns could have
been in that county if there  had. been
open’ license.

On all big contracts in that state, such
as new water works, railroading, where
Italians were needed as excavators, etc.,
men were allowed by the state to have
their beer delivered for:- their own con-
sumption, and they would not sign any
contract to work unless this privilege was
granted.

I often look back ‘to my earlier days
when I was a temperance worker in Lon-
don, and think what an inconsistent ass
I must have seemed to others.

A QUESTION.
From Donald Grey, Ohio.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:

Will Albert F. Gilmore of the Chris-
tian Science Publication Commxttec answer
me one straight question?

If, as he says, it is necessary to a proper
grasp of Christian Science, that a human
being—the very highest example of evolu-
tion in the animal world (or as he may
prefer to put it “perfect man, a distinct
and superior being specially created in the
image of God”)—must first become “a sfu-
dent of this teaching as a devoted disci-
ple seeking to his utmost to gain under-
standing of this healing truth which in-
spires, illumines, designates, and leads the
way to happier and /olier living,” before
he can “receive the message” and become
the recipient of “the greatest blessing ob-
tainable in this earthly experience, . . ,
a knowledgc of the spiritual creation, the
understanding of God and man which
brings a peace which.passcth understand-

ing”’; how then, I ask, can he assert that
“animals as readily as persons” can re-
ceive these benefits?
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CHILDREN'S CORNE

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
YOUNG AND OLD

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause in the day's occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.

y

To the United States of America.

Here's to the Starry Banner
Let it shine on our masts and towers—
And here’s to the Great Republic
That has welded her strength with ours!
Her Hag's in the streets of London,
Her fleet's on the Northern Sea,
And her sons stand firm in the trenches
To fight till the world is free.

From the lakes to the Mexican border,
From Maine to the Golden Gate,
There’s drumming and marching and drill-

ing
Through every giant State,
It begins at the call of the bugle,
With the sun on the earth’s wide rim;
And the heart of the Great Republic
Is beating a battle hymn.

The heavens are filled with her eagles,
Which circle and soar and swing;
Through the windy sky they go wheeling

U
Wifh her star on each widespread wing;
And in all the ports and rivers,
In building yards and slips,
Night and day the hammers play
On the ribs of her rising ships.

She’s forging mighty armies,
To fight in a war for peace;
~ They shall leave her shores in a thousand

ships
To srt)rike till the strife shall cease;
Till the tyrant’s power is broken
By land and sky and sea,
The last World Conqueror o’erthrown
And the world at length is free.

-—Bert Shadwell, in the London Chronicle.

The Last Lesson In French.

Little Franz didn’t want to go to school
that morning. This was the day for the
lesson of participles and he did not know
it at all. The air was so warm and still—
you could hear the blackbird singing at
the edge of the wood, and the sound of
Prussian soldiers drilling.

When he came to the schoolroom every-
thing was perfectly quiet, no noise, no
confusion. He had to walk up the long
uisle in the midst of a silent room. To
his great surprise, the master did not scold.
All he said was, “Come quickly to your
place, my little Franz; we were just go-
ing to begin without you!”

Everything was very strange! The room
looked queer. Everybody was sitting so
still, so straight—as if it were an exhibi-
tion day, or something very particular.
And the master—he looked strange, too;
he had on his fine lace jabot and his best
coat, that he only wore on holidays, and
his gold snuff-box in his hand! There
on a bench sat wisitors. Visitors! Peo-
ple never came except on great occasions.
Yet there were the agent, the old black-
smith, the farmer, sitting quiet and still.
It was very, very strange.

Just then the master stood up and
opened the school, saying, “My children,
this is the last time I shall ever teach you.
The order has come from Berlin that
henceforth nothing but German shall be
taught in the schools of Alsace and Lor-
raine. This is your last lesson in French.
I beg you to be attentive.”

His last lesson in French! Little Franz
could not believe his ears; his last lesson!
His last lesson in French—and he scarcely
knew how to read and write—why, then,
he never should know how! He looked
down at his books, all battered and torn
at the corners; and suddenly his books
seemed quite different to him, they seemed
—somehow—Ilike friends. He looked at
the master, and he seemed different too—
like a very good friend. Little Franz
heard his name called and he stood up
to recite.

It was the rule of participles. Oh, what
wouldn’t he have given to be able to say
it from beginning to end. But he could
only stand and hang his head. Then came
his master’s voice; it was quite gentle:
“I am not going to punish you, little Franz.
Perhaps you are punished enough—we all

put off our tasks till tomorrow and—some-
times—tomorrow never comes.”

Then the master spoke to them of the
IFrench language. He told how beautiful
it was, how clear and musical and reason-
able, and he said that no people could be
hopelessly conquered so long as it kept its
language, And then he said he was going
to tell them a little about that beautiful
language, and he explained the rule of
participles. And do you know, it was just
as simple as A B C! Little Franz under-
stood every word. I don't know whether
little Franz listened harder, or whether
the master explained better; but it was all
quite clear and simple. It looked to little
Franz as if the master was trying to put
the whole French language into their heads
in that one hour. It seemed as if he
wanted to teach them all he knew in that
last lesson.

New copies were prepared for the writ-
ing lesson. They were—France; Alsace.
Up and down the aisles they hung out
from the desks like little banners, wav-
ing—France; Alsace. Everybody worked
with all his might—not a sound could be
heatd but the scratching of the pens on the
“France; Alsace” Even the little ones
bent over their up and down strokes with
their tongue stuck out to help them work.

In the reading lesson the little ones sang,
ba, be, bi, bo, bu. Soon little Franz heard
a big deep voice mingling with the chil-
dren’s voices, He turned round and there
on the bench in the back of the room, the
old blacksmith sat with a big A B C book
open on his knees, saying the sounds with
the children. His voice sounded so odd—
it made little Franz feel queer. He guessed
he wouldn’t laugh—he felt—he felt very
queer.

Suddenly the town clock struck noon.
At the same time they heard the tramp of
the Prussian soldiers’ feet coming back
from drill. The master stood up. He was
very pale. Little Franz had never seen
him so tall before. He said: “My chil-
dren—my children——" But something
choked him; he could not go on. Instead
he turned and went to the blackboard and
took up a piece of chalk. And then he
wrote, high up, in big white letters, “Vive
la France!”

And he made a little sign to them with
his head, “That is all; go away.”—Adapted
from the French of Alphonse Daudet.

Errors of Speech.

We were saying something the other day
about the desirability of talking ‘“straight
English” and the rarity of the persons
who are able to do so on all occasions from
A to Z. Perhaps one man in a million,
we said, is never guilty of an error of
speech, but probably this is an exaggera-
tion. To an incredulous chorus of “What,
never!” we imagine that at least three out
of five of these super-rhetoricians would
have to qualify with Mr. Gilbert’s naval
officer by giving a deprecating cough and
murmuring gently, “Well, hardly ever!”

One of Bert Leston Taylor’s correspond-
ents quotes several persons of hi> acquaint-
ance who, as he says, “represent a large
class of able and cultivated persons.” He
declares: “I know a clergyman who says
‘Shoo us Thy mercy, O Lord, when he
encounters ‘shew’ in his King James ver-
sion, which he calls the Saint James ver-
sion. Another clergyman makes the poetic
abbreviation ‘e’er’ rhyme with ‘hear’ A
journalistic acquaintance speaks often of
‘stastistics.” A lady orator of great ability
often exclaims, ‘Don’t be misled’—only she
rhymes it with ‘fizzled” A professor of
literature says “mamnonic’ for ‘mnemonic,
and another asserts that the fan was ‘lay-
ing’ on the table.”

We can add a couple to this list. We
know an exceptionally able and well-edu-
cated man who always slides gracefully
over “deteriorate” by saying “detoriate.”
Perhaps this is because of a lingual lazi-
ness rather than a mental error, but the
funny thing is that “deteriorate” is one
of his favorite words. And we heard

“grindstone” turned out the other day sou
that the first syllable rhymed perfectly
with the patronymic of Jenny Lind.

These little slips always rejoice us
mightily. The joy is free from malice,
however. It is merely the comfort that

comes with the assurance that even in
the highly able and cultivated circles wc
have plenty of company for our own verbal
and rhetorical mistakes. — Prouvidence
Journal.

George Washington’s Copy-Books.

In 1729 there sailed to Virginia, with
his bride, the Rev. James Marye, who
opened a school that for years showed
its influence on the character and manners
of the men of Virginia. To this school
Washington went as a boy of fourteen,
and under Marye’s dictation wrote in his
copy-book the moral precepts of which
those printed below are samples.

Most of them, says Owen Wister in
“The Seven Ages of Washington” (Mac-
millan), were doubtless taken from a book
entitled “Youth’s Behaviour, or Decency in
Conversation amongst men. Composed in
French by grave persons for the use and
benefit of their youth. Now newly trans-
lated into English by Francis Hawkins.”
And Washington, as his copy-books show,
wrote them over and over again:

“Read no Letters, Books, or Papers in
Company, but when there is a Necessity
for the doing of it you must ask leave:
come not near the Books or Writings of
Another so as to read them unless desired.
Look not nigh when another is writing a
Letter.” .

“Speak not of doleful things in a time
of mirth.”

“Talk not with meat in your mouth.”

“Labour to keep alive in your breast that
little Spark of Celestial fire called Con-
science.”

Little Billee.
(La Courte Paille.)

There were three sailors in Bristol City
Who took a boat and went to sea.

But first with beef and captain’s biscuits
And pickled pork they loaded she.

There was guzzling Jack and gorging
Jimmy, .
And the youngest he was little Billee.

Now very soon they were so greedy
They didn’t leave not one split pea.

Says guzzling Jack to gorging Jimmy,
“l am extremely hungaree.”

Says gorging Jim to guzzling Jacky,
“We have no vittles, so us must eat we.”

Says guzzling Jack to gorging Jimmy,
"“Oh! gorging Jim, what a fool you be!

“There’s little Bill is young and tender,
We're old and tough, so let's eat he.

“Oh! Bill, we’re going to kill and eat you,
So undo the collar of your chimie.”

When Bill received this information
He used his pocket-handkerchie.

“Oh let me say my Catechism,
As my poor mammy taught to me.”

“Make haste, make haste,” says guzzling
acky,

While Jim pulled out his snickersnee.

So Bill went up to the main-top-gallant
mast,

Where down he fell on his bended knee.

He scarce had come to the Twelfth Com-
mandment,

When up he jumps, “There’s land I see.

“There’s Jerusalem and Madagascar,
And North and South Amerikee.

“There’s
anchor,
With Admiral Napier, K. C. B.”

the British fleet a-riding at

So when they came to the Admiral’s vessel,
He hanged fat Jack, and flogged Jimmee.

But as for little Bill, he made him
The captain of a seventy-three.

—Translation by W. M. Thackeray.

The Language of Fishes.
Dr. Day, in his “Instinct and Emotions
in Fishes,” leaned to the opinion that some
fishes have voices which may exnress fear,

anger, danger and conjugal endearments.
He tells us that the Coroma, a fish found
in the Tagus, emits sounds resembling the
vibrations of a deep-toned bell, and that
other fishes give out purring noises, which
can be heard from twenty fathoms under
water. Further, that in the Island of
Borneo there is a singing fish, which sticks
to the bottoms of boats and which regales
the occupants with sounds varying between
those of a jewsharp and an organ. Mat-
thias Dunn, in an article in The Contcm-
porary Review, claimed that the fishes
were able to emit sounds which are under-
stood by their fellows. This astonishing
theory has later been confirmed by Pro-
fesosr Kollicker, of the zoological station
at Naples. The professor, clad in a div-
ing dress, established himself in an elec-
trically illuminated iron cage on the bot-
tom of the Mediterranean and, provided
with a sounding board and a specially con-
structed phonograph, spied the fishes. He
caught sounds which probably were the
expressions of the surprise with which the
scared fishes received the human intruder.
Professor Kollicker established the fact
that the sounds emitted by the individual
fishes differ from each other, and has
gained the conviction that the sounds given
out by the fishes may be considered as a
language by which they make themselves
understood to one.another.

Women as Mayors 5,000 Years Ago.

Translation of prehistoric tablets in the
University of Pennsylvania museum has
revealed that woman mayors were regu-
larly constituted public officials in Asia
Minor 5,000 years ago. That prototypes
of newspapermen at that remote time, true
to modern traditions of the profession, oc-
casionally became involved in litigations of
the present day “libel suit” character, but
generally were released on “bail,” are also
indicated in the newly deciphered writings.

The translations, which concern a once
powerful, well organized government and
people, of which nearly all trace has been
iost through long forgotten centuries, have
just been completed by Dr. A. H. Sayce,
of Oxford University, famous Oriental
scholar,

The tablets were the work of Hittites, or
Cappadocians, whose national boundaries
fifty centuries ago extended from the
Mediterranean to the Black Sea, and from
the headwaters of the Euphrates into what
is now Persia, including the present day
Mesopotamian battlefield.

High Morale.

Henry van Dyke, the former minister to
the Netherlands, said the other day:

“The morale of all the Allied soldiers is
always excellent. They joke about their
wounds.

“I met a wounded Canadian aviator from
the Escadrille Lafayette at a tea. He sat
in a bath chair, with his leg propped
straight out, and his two crutches at his
side.

“‘How is the leg coming on?’ I said.

“‘Well, anyhow,’ he laughed, ‘it isn’t
—ha, ha—coming off.’”

He Couldn’t Blow It Out.

An old villager who Lad been to London
was describing to his friends the splendor
of the hotel at which he stayed.

“Everything was perfect,” he said, “all
but one thing. They kept the light burn-
ing all night in my bedroom, a thing I ain't
used to.”

“Well,” said one wag, “why didn't you
blow it out?”

“Blow it out?” said the rustic. “How
could I? The thing was inside a bottle.”—
Tit-Bits.

Horrors.

“Well, darling, here is some consolation,”
said the impecunious lover to the pretty
little heiress, “there is one ship that can
never be torpedoed.”

“What ship is that, Harold?” asked the
young thing, shifting her chewing gum.

“Court-ship,” he replied, and just then
her father came/in and gave him a blowing
up~—Jacksonville (Times-Union.
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS.
The Agitator and His Work.

The agitation of thought for the pur-
pose of righting wrongs by tevealing them,
and describing conditions fot consideration
that require changing for the good of man-
kind, must precede “well-directed endeavor”
to bring about such results, First, we
thust get a clear conception of evils and
errors, and then work for their removal.
We must know what we are going after
before reform movements are started;
hence the agitator fills a position of primal
importance. For forty-two years I have
done more or less “kicking” in the public
press against things which I believe should
not prevail, and a rational defense of
every statement put forth could be made
if not always in attendance with the sub-
ject matter.

There are hundreds of things and topics
on which Dr. Wakefield and I can strike
hands and think in harmony; and there
are others on which we st and do dis-
agree. When it comes to “specific evils” 1
try to point them out, but there are so
many the brevity of life does not give suf-
ficient time to deal with them all. From
my viewpoint, the three professions are
deserving of criticism, censure, and pro-
test; and while as a man, 1 admire some
doctors, some lawyers, and with rare ex-
ceptions the other member of the trinity,
their professional work is not admired,
and at the expense of incurring enmity
some very plain truths are expressed
against them.

But let us rise above the professions and-

meet each other as men. I am opposed
to all monopolies and to every effort to
restrict our liberties: so the medical
monopoly which exists in this country and
is firmly entrenched in statute laws, is
an object of opposition as well as coal
cornering and the effort to regulate all
commercial interests for the benefit of a
few exploiters. Through the indirect
method of arresting and casting into prison
any one not licensed to practice medicine
or healing, there arises a medical tyranny
which forbids a person to employ certain
men or modes of treatment when ill.

The allopaths, if they could, would bar
out all other systems of doctoring, and
force the people to use their drugs and
serums; and how many natural healers they
have put into our jails and had heavily
fined. They have employed men and
women to catch by guile and deception
healers that had no license and were there-
fore artificial law-breakers. Such things
make my blood boil, and when I saw an
old man, whose whole life had been one
of good deeds and efforts to alleviate hu-
man misery and suffering, thrown into our
jail because a woman was sent out to
trap him into giving her a magnetic treat-
ment, words were powerless to express
indignation. I am familiar with the his-
tory of medical opposition to new ideas
and progress, and recall with disgust past
persecutions that have taken place, includ-
ing that wonderful man and healer, old
Doctor Thomson, in 1829,

The medical profession is as hidebound
as a theologian, and as much opposed to
progress; for every step has met with
opposition outside the orthodox school.

I deny that there is such a thing as “med-
ical science,” and will produce the testi-
mony of high-up M.Ds. to sustain this
fact. The practice of medicine is an ex-
periment always, and the use of drugs is
an evil, as O. W. Holmes so clearly as-
serted years ago.

The laws of health are few and simple,
and if people would or could obey them,
doctors would be as unnecessary as a theo-
logian. But people will not, and do not,
obey natural laws; and I bring this charge
against all M.Ds., past and present—they
have not believed and do not believe in
imparting information that would largely
make their calling unnecessary, for it is a
business by which they live, and the more
sickness, the better for them financially.

What are the laws of health we need
to observe, which will keep us well if we

live up to them? They are found in tem-
perance in all things, and the use of pure
air, water, and plenty of sunshine. If
people would eat only when hungry, and
of plain and simple foods, they could be
as healthy 4s 4 horse at all times and full
of tiervous energy, which is the driving
force in our physical machines. But glut-
tony is and always was the curse of the
human race, and people eat for pleasure
and gorge to repletion every day where
circumstances permit. Said a lover of good
and rich food, “I would eat it if I knew it
would hurt me”; and so people live, dis-
sipate, and abuse their bodies, making the
service of a doctor necessary.

In all the countless numbers of human
beings who have lived and died, only one
man has had the will and the self denial
so to eat that he could have health and
a long life. That was Cornaro, the Ital-
ian, who, when given up to die at 40 by
the doctors because of dissipations in liv-
ing, put himself on a limited diet of so
many ounces of dry and liquid food per
day, and thus did what medicine and drugs
could not do—continued his existence until
103 years old.

Said Hubbard, you can have what you
want if you will pay the price. The price
of good health is found in restricting your
food to what you need, and living close
to Nature with no dissipations to produce
fleeting pleasure. But how many will so
live; and how many ever give a serious
thought to the preservation of health until
it is impaired or they lose it?

Think of what education could do if it
was utilized in early life; and how much
more important a knowledge of right living
is than the study of drugs, and the crazy
notion of making and using serums, which
today is the highest phase of “medical sci-
ence.” Putting impurities into your blood
to produce good health! --An idea worthy
of the inmate of an insane asylum.

Many M.Ds. condemn this foolishness
in the strongest language, but the orthodox
school of medicine gives it sanction and
endorsement. There is never, and never
was, but one cure for disease, and that is
to correct your bad habits and live in ac-
cord with the laws of your being. But
how many of us refuse to pay- the price
because we will not or cannot change old
and deeply rooted habits? A friend who
once ate meat three times a day and
got so full of rheumatism that existence
was a torture, tried all kinds of doctors
and crossed the ocean to try the curative
power of noted waters; but: nothing gave
him good health until he cut out meat
eating and reduced his meals to two per
day. Today, at 76, his health is good and
general condition all that could be expected
at that age.

But it is not meat alone that produces
rheumatism, for too much of any kind
of food will do it, as I know from experi-
ence. Never yet did I have an illness or
any trouble with the physical body where
the cause was not known, and I have no
more use for a doctor than I have for a
preacher, for if illness is felt, the cause
must be removed, and with its departure
goes the disturbance.

A surplus of food kills more people
than all other causes that put men into
their graves, but the human will is weak
and a ravenous appetite, which must for-
ever be fought against, is man’s greatest
foe to a sound and healthy body.

1 once met a man at some noted hot
springs who admitted that a hundred baths
or more in three months’ time had done
nim no good; but when I saw him rush to
the table and load up three times a day,
the inability to get rid of his affliction was
as apparent as the noon sun.

In his early life, at the time Voltaire
was a forced resident of England, he was
so afficted with that “tired feeling” that
existence was a curse, and only two men
cver made greater complaints over their
maladies than he—Job and David, the
worst in history—but he experimented with

doctors instead of fasting and reducing
permanently his diet, so prolonged his suf-
ferings. But later in life he said things
against doctors, and, like myself, had lim-
ited regard for Brother Waketfield's pro-
fession. He tells us theories of physicians
displace and succeed one another, and we
know it, for there is no permanence in
them today. He also says the Roman peo-
ple had no physicians for more than 500
years, but evidently they wecre not puny
and sickly in consequence, for war was 1
specialty with them, and good soldiers are
not made out of physical defectives. Hub-
bard was the son of a physician, but his
father’s profession was never taken very
seriously, and his always good health was
due to right living, for ‘“regimen is su-
perior to medicine,” so why not rely on it?

Some years ago an M. D. came here and
opened offices, and he had all the educa-
tion possible to get in his business, and
he informed the public of great and import-
ant cures he could perform with medi-
cine. But it so happened he was a victim
of insomnia and in the habit of finding
sleep by using chloroform. He got so bad
he ended his life with that drug, and the
world lost another “great physician.”

In writing about M.Ds. I do not have
to go back thousands of years to find ma-
terial for criticism; there is plenty of it
today; and four years of book learning,
which includes the writing of prescriptions
in Latin so the drug victim cannot know
the nature of his dope, is a good long time
to study, but if the orthodox schools of
medicine are a success, why is it doctors
have so many branches of healing, like the
spiritial ones who run to theological
vagaries? What gave mental science and
Christian Science such a boost, if the peo-
ple had not become tired of one humbug
only to take up others? ’

Yes, I have much to say against the
three professions, and in dealing with them
I employ only rational thinking based upon
known facts, and while I dislike to offend
fellow Freethinkers by warfare on their
chosen professions, the love of truth and
a strong desire to benefit humanity by ex-
posing evil and useless ideas, customs and
follies is my excuse. “Blanket charges”
I do not make, but am prepared and loaded
with definite and specific objections to the
three professions; and having been m
every reform movement since the Peter
Cooper greenback ideas were set in motion,
I am still an all-around agitator and shall
continue to be though I lose friends by it,
until the forces of fate put me out of busi-
ness. There is nothing connected with
life that is devoid of interest to the Free-
thinker, so let us not fear the thoughts
that come to us, but turn them loose and
watch results. CHANNING SEVERANCE.

Great Gott!

The thing which, above all, we are fight-
ing in this war is that mixture of egotism
and stupidity which characterizes the mind
of the dominant elements in Germany, says
Every Week. And to stupidity and egotism
must be added piety.

In “Long Heads and Round Heads” (A.
C. McClurg & Company) Dr. W. S. Sadler
quotes a series of statements from the
writings of recognized German authorities
summing up all that makes Germany a
menace to the world:

“Germany is precisely—who would ven-
ture to deny it?—the representative of the
highest morality, of the purest humanity,
of the most chastened Christianity.”—
Francke.

“If we are beaten—which God and our
strong arm forbid—the higher Kultur of
our hemisphere, which it was our mission
to guard, sinks with us into the grave'—
Hornack.

“We must win, because if we were de-
feated no one in the whole world could
any longer cherish any remnant of belief
in truth and right, in the Good, or indeed
in any higher Power which wisely and
justly guides the destinies of humanity.”—
Helm,

“Germany is the future of humanity. If
God is for us, who can be against us? It
is enough for us to be a part of God. The

German soul is the world’s soul. God and
Germany belong to one another. Germany
is the center of God’s plan for the world.”"—-
Lehmann.

Is New York Doomed?

The Rev. Dr. John Roach Straton asks, .
from the pulpit, “Will New York Be De-
stroyed if She Does not Repent?”

So far she hasn’t been destroyed. How
much longer does Dr. Straton think she
can get away with being New York before
destruction? Arrangements might be made
for a last minute repentance, if necessary.
Naturally no one wants to repent in face of
a threat of destruction beforc he positively
must.

Isn’t it possible that the most genuine re-
pentances are not induced by threats at all?
‘We always suspect the good behavior that
is brought about by either a threat or a re-
ward. We seem to remember having read
somewhere that virtue is its own reward;
and if that is true, why seek any other re-
ward?

Our own belief is that neither the repent-
ance nor the destruction will take place very
soon.—Don Marquis in the Sun.

YE LEARY EDITOR.

In the law that he knows he’s a cracker-
jack Moses,
And what he don’t know would make
E. Coke a load;
He will give his opinion of the Pandects
Justinian,
And is wise as an owl in Napoleon’'s
Code.

A pacifist cannibal was off-colored Han-
nibal,
And he hooks up Iskander with P. Villa,
the greaser;
Says that Marlborough pandered,
Atilla was slandered,
And our scrap with the Dagoes hatched
nary a Casar.

that

He prods the proud prelate 'neath the pelt
till they feel it,
Sneers at auto and coach as they pomp-
ously pass
With a roar and a rattle, like a tank in a
battle,
And with scorn he reminds 'em, Christ
rode on an ass.

And he never afraid is to teach the dear
ladies
How to properly costume a skittish
young bride;
And what he did say meant both outer
arrayment,

And that intimate stuff that goes next
to the hide. '

Bur, the thing that he ought to be careful
to not do,
Is causing derision in his gran’'mammy
when
He proffers instruction to that dame in
Suction
th the nutrient fruit of the provident
en!

D. S. TowNSEND.

If you want to make vour ORTHODOX FRI
think—just a little, but not too mnehENn

send him a copy of
A Fool's Commentary of
Scripture and Doctrine

By PATER GUILIELMUS

}-{e will read :'lt ttt:‘rough trlce to find out what
means, an en again to find out what
punctured his think-tank.

PRICE 50 CENTS
SHERMAN, FRENCH & CO.

Freethinker’s Catechism

By EDGAR MONTEIL

"rm Catechism eren.:ed : sensation at thlo time
o Y rance; the cler were rticulari
infuriated at the bold open‘ny\( dechgtion !M’t
“God is an expression.” Attempts to introduce
the work into the lay schools caused intense
excitement among the Catholics. The present
translation covers the entire text of the original.

Price, paper, 256 cents

CAN JESUS SAVE? By W. E. Clark
Third reprint. The author got hold
of a good idea and worked it out ably.
Price 5 cents.
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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

There are between 225,000 and 240,000
Belgian civilian refugees in France )

Mohammed. M., _sultan of Turkey, died
July 3. He was seventy-two years old.

The. Vlrgm Islands, America’s newy pos-

scssions . in- the West Indies, have gone |

dry. -

Genpral Count von Mirbach, German
Ambassador to Russia, has been assessm-
ated at Moscow.

Paris turned out July 4th as almost

" never in its history to celebrate America’s
Independence Day.

Viscount Rhondda (David Alfred
Thomas), the British Food Controller; died
July 3, aged sixty-two.

For the first time in history Toronto,
July 4, observed the American Independence
Day and raised the Stars and Stripes over
the City Hall. .

The grocery firm of Park & T:lford has
turned over its entire office space in Paris

to the French government to.be used for

hospital purposes. )
Four American citizens were killed by

Mexican bandits near Tampigo, Mexico, .
June 29 while carrying the payroll of the

Mexican' Gulf Oil Company.

The German Club, of Chlcago, said to :

be the largest organization of its kind in
the United States, July 3 changed its name
to the American Unity Club.

The Rev. Dr. Washington Gladden, na- -

tionally known Congregatlorral clergyman
and writer died at Columbus, Ohio, July
2. He was eighty-two years of age.

Cardinal .Sebastian Martinelli, prefect

of the Sacred Congregatnon of Rites and .

former Papal Delegate in the United

States, is dead. He was seventy years old. -
The Rev. W. A. Werth, pastor of a Ger- .

man church at Winesburg, Holmes County,

Ohio, has been arrested by Federal officers

charged with violating 'the Espionage act.

All Italy was astir July 4 in celebrating
the Fourth of July, not only the larger
towns, but the tiny villages vieing witlr
each other in showing affection for Amer-
ica. -
Grand -“Duke M:chael Alexandrovitch,
brother of the former Emperor- Nicholas,
has been proc‘laimed Czar of Russia. He
is marching with the Czecho-Slavs against
Moscow.

The Fourth of July was celebrated
throughout South America .in an unprec-
edented manner. The day “ad been de-
clared a national holiady . Peru, . -azil
and Uruguay.

A credit of $100,000,000 was granted to
France July 3 by the Treasury, making
the total advanced to Erance to date $1,-
765,000,000 and the total credits to the Al-
lies $6,081,590,000. :

ot

Ernest.Theodore Edward Fascher a son'

of Brigader General. ‘Karl Heinz Fischer,
of the German army, was started for the
Federal prison in
,Georgra, July 3 for .internment.

Mamr John Purroy Mitchel, former
Mayor of New York City and an officer

‘Camp Oglethorpe, ‘

in the aviation section, was. killed instantly .

July 6 when he fell 500 feet from a single-
seater scout ’‘plane at Lake Charles, La.,
aged thirty-nine.

The occasion of the changing of thev

name of Avenue du Trocadero, Paris, to

“Avenue President Wilson” will be com- -

memorated by the striking of a medal. A

gold copy of the medal will be sent to .

President Wilson.

With_ sixty-three . bodies recovered and
the ¢otal number of dead estimated at
150 to 200 persons, government, state
and county officials began searching in-
quiries into the cause of the wreck of the
excursion steamer Columbla in the Illinois
River July 5.

Nomination of Miss Kathryn Sellers, a
Department of State law clerk, as judge of

the juvenile court at Washington was sent

to the Senate July 1 by President Wilson.
It 'is the first time a woman has been
named for a judgeship in the District of
Columbia, '

‘cipal ‘government buildings.
ican aviators attached to the Italian army ,
‘were decorated with the Italian War

United, States Scnator Lenjamm R.
Tillman, of South Carolina, a veteran o.

twenty-four years’ service in Congress and |
Affairs |

chairman of the Senate Naval
Committee, died July 3, aged seventy-one.

The enrollment for. the first three days
in the Columbia University. summer secs-
sion was 3,349. India, Persia, Siam, China,
Chile, Cuba, Japan, Brazil, Mexico and
Switzerland are some of the remote lands
represented by. students.

’ _THE WAR.
July 1, American troops landed in Rus-
sia. Three lieutenants of the American
army are held prisoners in Germany.

Whole batches of German pilots training |

at Nivelle in Belgium secreted stores of
petrol and flew across the Dutch frontier,
where they were surrounded and in-
terned. There are now 160,400 officers
and 2,010,000 men with the colors, com-
pared with a total of 9,524 officers and
202,510 in the regulars and National
Guard fourteen months ago. General
Diaz’s men captured Col (Hill) del Ros-
so, taking an important position on Col
di Chelo and increasing the number of
prisoners to 65 officers and 1,935 men.
A German submarine torpedoed ' the
11,000-ton hospital ship Llandovery Cas-
tle. Up to the latest reports only twenty-
four of those cn board, including the

captain, have survived the treacherous at- |

tack, which came without warning.

July 2, two succesful raids, one of them
in broad daylight, were carried out by
the American forces in the Montdidier
region. American-built  155-millimeter
howitzers are now moving to France.
Northwest of Mount Grappa, on the Ital-
ian mountain front, the Italians have
wrested- important tactical positions from
the beaten Austrians and taken 569 more
prisoners.

July 3, the Italians attacked the Aus-

trian positions along the whole Piave
River front from the mountains to the |

sea. On their extreme right they gained
ground and took 1,900 prisoners.
French attacked the enemy’s line north-

west of Soissons and drove the Germans

back nearly half a mile on a two-mile
front.
thirty machine guns in the operation. A
heavy German counter attack against the
American positions at Vaux was repulsed,
the enemy losing very heavily. Not a

foot of the ground won by the Ameri-

cans was lost.

July 4, the Allied armies in France and °
Italy drove forward for substantial gains '

in three sectors of the battlefront, cap-
tured important positions and two vil-
lages and took 3,000 prisoners.

July 5. Diplomatic advices received to-

day. from Vladivostok said the city was

quiet, with Czecho-Slovak forces in com-

plete control, after having enforced gen-
eral disarmament and occupying the prin-

Cross, by King Victor Emmanuel. The
American army transport Covington,
homeward bound after landing several
thousand soldiers in France, was torpe-

doed and sunk in the war zone. Six mem- :

bers of the crew are missing,

July 6, the entire people of the Mur-:
man coast (on the Kela Peninsula, bor-
dering the White Sea and the Arctic) |

broke with Russia and joined the En-
tente. British casualties reported during
.he week reached 17,336. The Italians
ended their five-day drive in the Piave
delta region by throwing the last Aus-
trians across the main channel of the
river and completely re-establishing the
battle line as it stood before the grecat
Austrian drive. More than 400 Austri-
ans were taken prisoner, bringing the
total number taken by the Italians in
their counter offensive to 3,500, and those
taken since June 15 to 24,434, The Ital-
ians also re-captured the supplies they
abandoned in the first rush of the Aus-
trian advance, and took quantities of
enemy guns and material.

The -

They captured 457 prisoners and °

Five Amer- |

!
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Benjamin Franklin

SIX HISTORIC |
AMERICANS | |

WITH PORTRAITS

r——

John E Remsbur(

George Washington
Thomas Jefferson -
Thomas Paine

Abraham Lincolm
Ulyuel 8 Gr.nt

The 8ix Gtentut Figures Ilr
American  History, and Not
One of Them Was a Christian.
All Were Unbelievers — All
Freethinkers. -

WASHINGTON

Propositions proved: -

* 1. That Washington was
not a Christian communl
cant.

2. That he was not a be-
Hever in the Christian re-

ligion. _

JEFFERSON ,
Says Benjamin, Lowng
in hls “Lives ot the Sxfn
of the Declaration of ,
pendence”:
.~ “In religion he was a
. Freethinker; in morals pm'e
. and unopotted.

PAINE

In regard to Patnes Re.
ligious views Mr. Remsburg
establishes the negative of .
the following: 1. Was Paine
an Atheist? 2. Was he a
Christian? 3. Did he re
nnt? '

rmx:.nr ‘
“It is much to be lament-
ed that a-man .of Franklin’s
general good character and
eat influence should have
n an unbeliever in Chris-
tianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make
others unbehevera. — Dr.
Priestley.

LIIOOL!
. A cloud of witnesses tes-
tify to Lincoln’s rejection of
Christianity.

GRANT
The refutation of Onnt'o
alleged Christian belief is
complete, and the proofs of
his disbelief are full and
convincing.

.

"The Book contains about 550
es. It has portraits of
aine, Jefferson, Washmgton,
Franklm, meoln and Grant.
It is printed in large clear -
type on heavy paper, and™
handsomely bound.

PRICE, $1.28

A Book that Every American -
Freethinker will Delight
to Own.
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IN BEST OF HUMOR.

The Debater’s View.—“Pop, what do
they mean by twaddle?” .
;3 “That refers to arguments advanced by
the other side.”—Louisville Courier-Jour-
nal. .

Summer Resort Note.—“What's in the
mail from your husband today?”

“A couple of needles. . He wants me to
thread 'em and mail ’em back to' him.
Got to do some séwing, he says. —Louls-
vnlle Courier-Journal.

Deitm'ltxon —Mrs. A—I suppose you
find many tcases of extreme want dunng
your visits to the poor.

Mrs. B—Yes, indeed. I visited a famlly
today, and actually they hadn’t a drop of
gasoline for their- automobile.

No Alibj for Her—Judge (to wife of

| accused)—You were with your husband

when he broke into the young tadies’

boarding school ?

|~ Wife—Of course; would your wife* per-

mit you to break into a you.ng ‘ladles
school by yourself ?

Variety in Pie.—It. was his first trip
to the mountains, and his_first dinner in
a mountain home. When time came to
serve the dessert the old lady said, “We

{ have three kinds of pie—plain, cross-barred

and covered, all apple, which will you
take ?"—Christian Herald..

His Purpose.—The benevolent ldoking
old. gentlerqan was sightseeing in the camp.
“So you are going to_make the world safe

| for democracy, are you: ?” he, said .to ong

of the soldiers.

The man looked. at hlm scomiully and
said, “Hell, no! I'm.going over, to make
the guy that said America. couldnt raisg
an. army eat his words.” —Judge

—_—

Economy in Follow-Up Letters.—A
Paris shopkeeper wrote to one of his cus-
tomers,as follows: :

“l am able to affer 30.1. cloth like the
enclosed sample at 9 francs the meter. In
case I do not hear from you I shall con-
clude that you wish to pay only 8 francs.
In order to. lcse no txme, I accept the last-
mentioned . price. —Plttshurg Chronicle-
Telegraph. . . .

Angelology—‘My dear, ‘said a man
not much given to making. compliments at
home, “you are an angel.”. .

“I'm glad you.appreciate me,” ‘retorted
the wise woman, cautiously, “but what
makes you think I'm an angel?”. . |

“I have three reasons. . First, you are
always up in the air. Second, you are
usually harping about something; and,
third, you never have anything to wear.”

His Convert—A really good_story of
conversion was tofd at a recent Mansion
House meeting by the Archbishop of West-
minster. A, soldier’ on.the West Front
told a chaplain he finténded ‘to marry a
French girl. The padre remarked that she
must be a Catholic. “Well, sir, she was,”
replied the saldier, “but I made that all
right. 1 took her into a church and
showed her the statues, and said, ‘Napoo,
pas bon! [“Punk”—no good.] And now
she’s a Protestant.”—London Freethinker.

Missouri Strategists Win.—We're glad
to see that General Foch is studying this
column for ideas to help speed up the win-
ning of .the war. A month or so ago we
quoted a .paragraph of Jack Blanton’s, ad-
vising General Foch that, while defensive
ﬁghtmg was all right for a while, .all the
great battles of the world had been won
by the armies. which took the offensive.
Yesterday’s papers quoted General Foch
to the same effect. We've suspected all
along that the unofficial boards of strategy
in Paris, Mo, and other country towns
know lots more about the war problems
than anybody in Paris, France, and this
proves it.—Kansas City Times.
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WHICH STATEMENTS SHALL WE BE
DAMNED FOR DISBELIEVING?

Jesus said his mission was peace and he also said
it was not peace ; that he was all-powerful and that
he was not all-powerful ; that he was equal with God
and that he was not equal with God; that he did
teceive testimony from men and that he did not
receive testimony from men; that his witness was
true and that it was not true ; that it was lawful for
the Jews to put him to death and that it was not
lawful ; that children are punished for the sins of
their parents and that they are not so punished;
that man is justified by faith alone and that he is
not justified by faith alone : that it is possible to fall
from grace and that it is not possible to fall from
grace ; that no man is without sin, and that Chris-
tians are not sinners; that there is to be a resurrec-
tion of the dead, and that there is to be no resurrec-
tion of the dead ; that rewards and punishments are
bestowed in this world, and that they are not
bestowed in this world ; that annihilation is the
portion of all mankind, and that endless misery is
the fate of a large part of the race ; that the earth is
to be destroyed, and that the earth is never to be de-
stroyed ; that no evil shall happen to the godly, and
that evil shall happen to the godly; that worldly
wood and prosperity is the lot of the godly, and that
worldly misery and destitution is the lot of the
godly ; that worldly prosperity and blessing is a
reward for righteousness, andy that worldly pros-
perity i3 a curse and a bar to future rewards; that
the Christian’s yoke is casy and that it is not easy ;
tuat the fruit of God's spirit is love and gentleness,

and that the fruit of God's spirit is vengeance and
fury; that prosperity and longevity are enjoyed by
the wicked, and that they are denied to the wicked;
that poverty is a blessing, and that riches are a
blessing—also, that neither poverty nor riches is a
blessing ; that wisdom is a source of enjoyment, and
that it is a source of vexation, grief, and sorrow;
that a good name is a blessing, and also that a good
name 18 & curse; that laughter is commended and
that it is condemned ; that the rod of correction is
a remedy for foolishness, and that there is no remedy
for foolishness ; that temptation is to be desired, and
that it is not to be desired ; that prophecy is sure
and that it is not sure ; that man’s life was to be one
hundred and twenty years, and that it was to be but
seventy years ; that miracles are a proof of divine
mission, and that they are not a proof of divine
mission ; that Moses was a very meek man, and that
he was a very cruel man ; that Elijah went up bodily
through the air into heaven, and that Christ was the
only one who had thus ascended into heaven; that
all the scriptures are inspired, and that some script-
ure is not inspired (to which opinion I decide(rly
incline); that servants are taught to obey their
masters, and also that they are to be the servants of
no man; again, that they should be subject to their
masters with all fear—not the good and gentle alone,
but also to the froward—and that they should
worship the Lord God, and him only should they
serve ; that those who blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost have never forgiveness, and that all that
believe are justified from all things; that Jesus and
his father were equal, or one, and that the fatheu
was greater than he.—D. M. Bennett.
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The decisions of Supreme Court Justice William
J. Gaynor, which have been accepted as law for the
past ten years, that moving picture theaters may
legitimately open on Sunday, have been overthrown
by Justice Louis L. Fawcett, who rules that these
theaters must close. Justice Fawcett is the jurist
who asserted some time ago that in all his experi-
ence he had not had to pass sentence on a member
of a Sunday school or the Y. M. C. A. or a church
worker. Observation of Judge Fawcett’s treatment
of this class, since he called attention to them, in-
dicates that if the culprit pleaded church connec-
tion, he was liberated on parole, which fact, and
not the innocence of the accused, would explain the
judge’s statement.

”

Complaint comes from theological seminaries that
the students are enlisting, and preparing to win the
war instead of converts to the faith. Says the
Philadelphia Public Ledger: “According to the
Rev. Dr. Milton G. Evans, president of Crozer
Theological Seminary, a proposition has come from
Rochester Theological Seminary, at Rochester, N.
Y., to close four of the five Baptist seminaries in
the eastern section of the country and have the fifth
take care of the entire student body of the five in-
stitutions. Dr. Evans says: ‘Our entering classes
at Crozer have averaged twenty-eight for the last
six years. This year we shall do well if we have
twelve.’” The theological seminaries mentioned as
suffering from the patriotic enthusiasm of their stu-
dents are Protestant. :

”

Religion and privilege go together. We read in
the New Testament: ‘“Fear God; honor the king.”
Fearing God means supporting the clergy. Honor-
ing the king means keeping one family in foolish
luxury, as a symbol of the whole system of privi-
lege which is maintained by the systematic exploita-
tion of the people. “We are crucified,” says a Ra-
tionalist writer, “between two thieves who mock us,
but do not share our cross; the spiritual thief, who
robs us of our birthright and mental freedom, and
the temporal thief, who robs us of the fruit of our
labor.” Privilege is at the bottom of all the dis-
content that has characterized the nations of the
earth for centuries past. It takes a peculiarly of-
fensive form when it clothes itself in the garments
of religion. If religion had proved one item of its
creed the case would appear somewhat different;
but for a system of theological theories, no part of
which has been demonstrated to be true, to endeavor

to dominate the mind and heart of humanity, and
to claim for itself special prerogatives and privi-
leges on account of its innate superiority and excel-
lence, is one of the most cowardly exhibitions of
tyranny that has ever cursed a long-suffering world.
The only hope for the future of society lies in the
absolute extermination of all such pretensions.
»

“If we could eliminate whiskey,” said Judge
Brothers of Chicago, “more than half our divorce
cases would be struck off the docket—at least 60
per cent of them.” Compare that judicial opinion
with the order of the Milwaukee archbishop that
no Catholic shall take part in the prohibition move-
ment, which is treated as a sectarian conspiracy
against the true church. The Catholic Citizen,
which is published in Milwaukee, is nevertheless a
prohibition paper, and, quoting Judge Brothers, re-
marks slyly: ‘“Let us hereafter read that Rev.
Father Jones, S.J., is delivering a series of Lenten
sermons against drink. (The announcement of a
series of sermons against divorce by the eloquent
pastor of St. Bedelia’s savors too much of delight
in rebuking the sins of our neighbor.)” The arch-
bishop, holding with Byron, that “there’s naught,
no doubt, so much the spirit calms as rum and true
religion,” may censure this drink-abjuring Catholic
editor.

”

A revelation to rival the “Raymond” of Sir Oli-
ver Lodge is promised by Mrs. Ella Wheeler Wilcox,
who is only waiting until the time is ripe for publi-
cation. Mrs. Wilcox, who lost her husband by
death a few years ago, has been “passing through
the Valley of Sorrowful Search,” but all her sorrow
has now been “changed to joy,” as we read in the
Progressive Thinker, and she knows that “immortal
life is a fact.”” We hesitate at the word “immortal,”
for how can it be known that anything will last
forever? Says Mrs. Wilcox: “I am not ready
to tell the details; my experience is too wonderful,
too amazing, too unusual, and too extensive to per-
mit of hasty recital. Then, too, it is still continuing,
and growing in value, and in proofs of its authen-
ticity.” The revelation is awaited nervously. The
late Ida Craddock had a husband in the spirit world,
but when she came to tell about his communication
with her the account was so intimate as to be pro-
‘nounced blasphemous by a learned court.

”

What have men bled and died for? Read his-
tory. Read the long, dark Iliad of biology. See
where the world has been traveling. We seem to
have lived a long time and to have come a long way.
And we have. The ages stretch out behind us like
the infinite undulations of a traversed sea. But the
past, however large it may loom and however far
it may stretch away, is but the prologue of that
which is to come. Where we stand today and catch
but the spray of breaking waves, tomorrow will
roll the deeps of universal conviction. Fashions
change. There are fashions in feelings and think-
ing as there are fashions in clothes. And the fash-
ions of the mind come and go, human ideals change,
just as surely and in obedience to the same laws
of transmutation as the styles in the shop-windows.
There are not ten men on the continent of America
at this moment who will not, two hundred years
from now, be considered as “back numbers” The
world is going to keep right on. The world is not
old. It is new. It is taking its first steps. HU-
MANITY IS ONLY IN ITS LARVAL STAGE.
The grandest ages are before us—the Incomparable
Ages of Virility. We grow weary sometimes, and
discouraged, and feel hope within us slipping away
like sands from wave-swept feet. We grow sick of
the sneers, sick of wars and the worms, sick of the
cold—horrible altars on which we bleed. But the
FUTURE—that is the god to whom we feed our
vitals—the long, radiant, ever-unfolding, glorious
FUTURE.

”

It is reported that Pope Benedict on the eve
of the twenty-ninth of June—St. Peter’s day—des-
cended to the Basilica of St. Peter at Rome, at ten

o’clock, and remained kneeling in prayer and
worship before the ‘“holy sacrament” until mid-
night, when he celebrated a mass “for the cessation
of the evils tormenting humanity.” It is hard to
realize that any intelligent man in the twentieth
century could give credence to such gross supersti-
tion, which does not differ—so far as the principle
is concerned—from the behavior of the Buddhist,
who worships the enthroned tooth of Sakyamuni,
or the Australian aborigines who court the pro-
tection of their tribal totem pole by gifts and
libations. That all religions have required some
external object that its followers might worship,
is one of the evidences of the common origin
of all religious faiths. The fact that Christanity
has not risen superior to this universal trait,
betokens its kinship -with the rudest types of super-
stitious worship. To call Roman Catholicism a
spiritual religion in view of its bread-god, its
rosaries, its blessed medals, its incense, candles,
prayerbooks, vestments and a host of other “ex-
ternals,” is to use language mistakenly; and it not
only corrupts human judgment, but paves the way
for a certain degeneracy of thought and speech, of
which sort of thing the church has amassed an
abundant treasury. If one would see a true picture
of progressive ‘“materialism,” let him take a
thorough view of the papal system of religion.
There is nothing like it in all the world as an in-
stitution based upon matter, and characterized by
crass ignorance and stupidity. The materialistic
conception of life is the property of religion. The
purest idealism is not to be found there.

A daily paper that boasts of its efforts to “ele-
vate the morals of the community” falls at once
under suspicion of catering to a particular element
for the purpose of pecuniary gain. Deeds that are
truly disinterested give little thought to any
encomium that may follow. It is always a danger-
ous thing for a general publication to make a parade
of its moral qualities. These are things to be dis-
covered, not prated about in double-leaded type and
boldly-defined paragraphs in the paper thus adver-
tising itself. A striking instance of this sort of
newspaper camouflage occurred recently in the
Daily Post of Oakland, Cal. It says of itself: “The
Post has kept its columns free of liquor advertis-
ing because it knows that such advertising has a bad
influence on the young people who read newspapers.
It solicits church advertising because it believes that
a church page has a good influence on the young.”
The boyish simplicity of this utterance is quite
bizarre. An editor who could imagine as a scheme
for increasing the circulation of his paper the good
influence produced upon the young by reading the
notices of church services, must either be a youth
himself in the publishing business, or in his pious
dotage. In the first place, we do not believe that
religious matter of any sort as printed in the dailies
is read by anyone save the few to whom it is of
peculiar interest; and the idea that young people
read it, and are influenced for good by it, is simply
preposterous. There is another turn to this affair
concerning which the Oakland editor ought to in-
form himself. The influence of a thing that is es-
sentially false can never advance the cause of truth,
and consequently cannot benefit the young element
in a community. .Good morals are to be commended
no matter who the inspirer may be; but inculcating
the tenets of religion is a very different thing, and
before a newspaper boasts of its effective propa-
gandism in co-operation with the churches, it should
first ascertain whether theological dogmas are true
or not; for if they be not true, the Oakland Daily
Post is doing a greater harm to the cause of hu-
manity by its ecclesiastical advertisements than
would be produced by a commercial liquor ad., if the
goods were as represented. Truth is the first
requisite for the well-being of the race. There will
be no graduates in morals until the youth of the
land have been taught the truth. To win the good-
will of the churches may, perhaps, bring some finan-
cial gain;but the newspapers.have a higher mission
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than gathering in the shekels. Their first duty is
to learn the truth, and then to tell it. Is the Daily
Post quite sure that it knows the truth about the
churches? Is Doane’s “Bible Myths” in the editor’s
sanctum?

The Doctrine of Frightfulness.

How are we to account for the German doctrine
of “frightfulness” which has succeeded in turning
the whole world against Germany, and in causing
civilized nations to shudder with horror at the
wrongs committed? There must be some reason,
some motive, behind the German doctrine of terror-
ism, for otherwise it would be senseless, and every-
thing points to the fact that the whole German con-
duct of the war has been far from that. What,
then, have the Germans hoped to gain by this method
of warfare; what have they aimed to achieve by
their wholesale slaughter of innocent women and
children, their atrocities upon the men, their bomb-
ing of unfortified cities, their general savage attacks
upon the civil populations of the enemy countries?

Everything points to the fact that these outrages
have been well-organized from the first; they are
not sporadic outbreaks of rage or drunken lust and
anger on the part of the German soldiery. No;
these acts have been carried out by order of the
German high command—ruthlessly, relentlessly,
from the first, and evidently with a definite object
in view. What is that object?

The obvious reply is that it is intended to terrify
and subjugate the civilian population of the various
enemy countries to such an extent that they will
cry for peace—so to terrify them that they will
bring pressure to bear upon their rulers and leaders
to end the war, and stop the slaughter of the in-
nocents. But we know the results have been the
very opposite of this! The Zeppelin raids over
England had the effect of awakening that country
to the reality of the war, and stimulated recruiting
more than anything else possibly could have done.
Belgium, bled white, not only for her men but also
of her strength and resources, still clings desperately
to her ancient faith, with a grim determination and
patriotism which has aroused the admiration of the
whole world, and will live in history so long as this
earth shall last.

The same is true of France, Poland, Serbia, and
the other invaded districts, which are occupied by
Germany or her allies. According to German
psychology, these nations or districts should now
be crushed—driven into the arms of Germany by
sheer despair and terror; the populace of England
should have been so prostrated by the Zeppelin raids
that it would have insisted upon peace, and soon.
Yet, as we know, all these German psychological
calculations have gone astray; the peoples of the
world are today more united and more determined
than ever to destroy that great evil of Prussian
militarism; and this is as true of the districts sub-
ject to “terrorism” as of any other.

How comes it about, therefore, that the German
calculations were so wrong in this connection—that
the various nations did not react as they were ex-
pected to; and that the German leaders could have
committed so colossal a blunder as to have antag-
onized and embittered the whole world, in order to
carry out a false doctrine?

The answer to that puzzling question is simply
this: Such methods would have terrorized the Ger-
mans themselves; therefore they thought they would
terrorize other peoples in the same manner. Air
raids, the slaying of innocents, fire, rapine and
murder, would have so terrified the inhabitants of
German cities that they would have acted just as
the inhabitants of other nations were supposed to
act. In short, they employed against their enemies
the very weapons and methods of warfare which
would have terrorized themselves. And they can-
not understand why other nations are not similarly
terrorized—why it is that they react in a different
manner.

This is due to the fact that the German is in-

capable of conceiving any one thinking differently
than himself. His egotism and vanity is at the
root of the whole problem—and will lose him the
war. If he thinks in a certain way about a given
problem or fact, every one else must do likewise—
if they do not, it is “contrary to rule”—uverboten—
not understandable! This is the root and core of
the whole German psychology and their methods of
warfare.

Faith and Nati;nal Welfare.

We were talking some days ago with a very in-
telligent gentleman who said to us: “What would
be the good of trying to take away from the people
their religion? Even if it false, it is useful; it is
necessary for people, and especially for children, to
have faith in a religion, and in a state of future
recompense.” And the wife of this gentleman im-
proved upon his remark by saying: “Although I am
not sure of the existence of God, I feel the necessity
of believing, and I should not like my child not to
believe.” .

When we state that this gentleman was the pro-
prietor of large industries one will understand the
reason which led him to say that religion was neces-
sary for the people and for childrén. Religion
teaches, above all, submission. *“One ought to obey
the authorities placed over him, for it is God who
has chosen them. They are the representatives of
God upon the earth.” This is why governments
favor religion, for it makes men unconscious beings,
who submit themselves to the most absolute tyrants
because God has chosen them. A John the Terri-
ble, a Louis X1V, a Nicholas I, a Nicholas II, a
William II, are elected by the Creator, and should
be obeyed without a murmur.

It is true that when the tyrant is not a Christian,
Europeans are eager to attack him, and to get him
out of the way, as history has frequently testified.
Authority is unattackable when it is a question of
Christian power; but in all other cases the authority
must be declared an enemy of God, and to be sup-
pressed. :

The idea that there is something admirable in
faith and obedience is admitted by a large number
of people. To obey and to keep silent is a popular
sentiment with an ultra-pious class. Freethought is
viewed unkindly because it teaches one to reflect;
and a Freethinker is not willing to remain quiet
before stupidity or an iniquitous constraint. He re-
fuses to believe without analyzing.

Most believers accept the faith in which they have
been brought up, or which is agreeable to their
peculiar temperament. These reasons have not the
same influence for those who have been trained amid
other surroundings, and have received a different
education. If one had not been accustomed in his
childhood to sing the praises of faith, he would
experience no need to believe in some supernatural
religion. He will be contented with living his life,
and doing good for his pleasure. He will not obey
implicitly and simply because it is God who com-
mands obedience to potentates. He will obey if he
feels it is for the general good, for the benefit of the
country or society; but he will refuse to obey at
the caprice of a tyrant, at the oppressive inventions
of a von Bissing, a von Hindenburg or a William
le Démon. For him, the State is respectable when
it represents the popular will.

Religion teaches implicit obedience to its au-
thorities, and this is why masters and overseers
wish their dependants to believe in religion, and are
always anxious to impose it. But the Freethinker
does not wish to be led into error; he wants to re-
main himself. He has no need of mystic dreams,
of implicit faith in post mortem recompenses. He
wants to be happy upon the earth.

Rationalism is an active force; it wishes the
happiness of all. For the Rationalist, science will
bring about necessarily a better State, where man
will be no longer the prey of other men (homo
homint lupus). He will be able to establish a con-
sistent order, not by assassination, as the Bolsheviki

in Russia, but by altruism, the idea of incessant
progress. Faith may be agreeable to rulers as a
means to hold their subjects in servitude; but a free
man wishes also to employ his reason, to reject
every dogma, if he so feels inclined, and every
deistic or theistic invention. Only the true Ration-
alist is free.

The Case for the Y. M. C. A.

By eliminating a slur on Rationalism that would
have justified exclusion we are able to print a com-
munication from a writer who does not see why
Rationalists should hesitate to assist the Young
Men’s Christian Association’s drive for a hundred
million. If a Rationalist wished to contribute to
the movement, he could make one excuse for doing
so that is overlooked by our correspondent. It is
that the service is Y. M. C. A. only in name. The
money comes from the general public, and the men
who will do the work are not members of the
Young Men's Christian Association. We have yet
to hear of the society putting up any money,
although it is very wealthy, owning millions’ worth
of untaxed property, the income of which would
support a considerable army were there enough
patriotism in the concern to offer it as a donation.
And in one newspaper of the date on which we are
writing appear four separate advertisements for
“men of varying religious beliefs” for the Y. M.
C. A. overseas army. Persons of undefined religi-
ous belief may figure in this “army” elsewhere than
on the payroll. Only orthodox evangelicals are
salaried.

It is unfortunate that the drive-makers for war
work are sectarian, when otherwise the Knights of
Romanism (camouflaged as Knights of Columbus),
the Young Men’s Christian (Protestant) Associa-
tion, the Salvation Army and the Jews of the blue
star might all work economically under one head—
say that of the Red Cross. Imagine the Govern-
ment thus segregating its army—Catholics in one
division, Protestants in another, Jews in a third,
with officers chosen by the same test. The dividing
of the religionists is evidence of an ulterior purpose,
which is suspected of being sectarian or proselyting.

In the advertisements we have mentioned stress is
laid on maintaining the “morale,” meaning morals,
of the United States army in France. The myth of
the low morale of that country is brought to the top
of the mind; and any person or organization that
starts out to busy itself with other people’s morals
is quite certain of a hearing and of a collection.
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