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THE ETHICS OF SCIENCE.

Religion Has Failed to Provide an Acceptable
Authority In the Matter of Morals.

The great mass of people who, just before
every election, submit with'a grin of satisfac-
tion to being miscalled the “intelligent” public,
do much of their alleged thinking by merely hav-
ing emotions of approval or disapproval asso-
ciated with certain hackneyed words and phrases,
which they never translate into any correspond-
ing coficept. So it comes that the stupid mul-
titude talk and write about moral problems as
though the word “moral” meant some uniform
fixed and certain thing, as to which all are agreed,
just as we are about .the multiplication table.
/Of course nothing could be farther from the truth,
and_%/et_ even most of those with relatively su-
pe<j.\r iatfill.igenc.£,,hajve ,a ;Very blucred vision
“meaHNLLIN TN SAigtRMa»”, TOXiures™crF our" variou»
standards of moralsAi.So it comes th” it we find
many persons, who only think that they think
and claim that they have outgrown all their re-
ligious superstitions, yet retain all the moral,code
that was a consequence and an essential part of
that religious superstition which they erringly
boast of abandoning. So also do we find legis-
lators who profess to uphold the constitutions
prohibiting a union of church and state, and who
yet effectually establish such a union, by enact-
Ing laws which find their only justification in the
“moral” sentimentalism of religious people, and
which laws are in conflict with_every code of
scientific (secular™ ethics which has yet been
framed. Likewise many judges, whose intellects
are uncOrrupted by any scientific conception of
either law or morals, make the same stupid as-
sumptions as the plowboy—namely, that “mor-
als,” and our human conception of them, and our
standards for judging what is “moral,” are uni-
form, unchanging, and certain. In judges this
arrested intellectual development manifests it-
self in their interpretation of such vague laws
as those against *“obscene” literature and art.
Such judges as | have reference to think they
have given these laws that certainty of meaning
which is indispensable to a criminal statute, when
they instruct jurors to find the defendant guilty
if in their opinion the book alleged to be obscene
tends to deprave the “morals” of its readers. The
unexpressed judicial assumption is that there is
but. one test of morality, and that assumption
is absurd in fact, though popular ignorahce in-
dorses it.

The matter of differentiating the ethics of
science from that of religion is but a subdivision
of the larger problem of the distinctipns between
religion and science in general. In The Arena
(Jan., 1908) I discussed this latter question, rath-
er too briefly, but summarized my conclusions
as to the difference between science and religion
in the following language

In religion the source of authority for its beliefs and
activities is subjective experiences, believed not to be
dependent for their existnce upon material objective
stimuli.  To describe these subjective processes for the
acquisition of religious knowledge such phrases are
used as “an act of faith,” “an assurance of the heart,"
“the Inward miracle of grace,” and “the Inward moni-
tions of the spirit.” _ L

Science, on the contrary, deals only iu objectives, and
in our relation with them (luds its only source of knowl-

edge. Even when psychic phenomena are being studied
tlie scientist must consider thou) objectively,

BY THEODORE SCHROEDER.

From this difference in the sources of religious and
scientific knowledge comes an unavoidable difference
of method to be pursued, for the acquisition of their
respective truths. The religionist resorts to faith, to
prayer, to “spiritual” exercises, to silent communion
with unseeable powers, superhuman intelligences, or
extra-physical personages, as a means of securing those
subjective experiences from which “he knows because
he Teels, and is firmly convinced because strongly agi-
tated.” The scientist, on the contrary, can sum up his
method in an application of the processes_of synthesis
and analysis to our human experiences with our mate-
rial environments.

From these differences of _source and method comes
also a difference of aim,

merely things and their forces, but men and their
ways, "to the end that human happiness here and now
may be increased by a more perfect adjustment to the
conditions of our present material well-being. On the
other hand, religion is primarily concerned with the
laws of our “spiritual” gthat is, our alleged super-phys-
ical) nature, to the end that man’s happiness, primarily
in some oth.er existence, may be increased through the
individual’s adjustment to the conditions of “spiritual”
rowth and “spiritual” well-being, usually for some other
Ime and place.

The scientist, or secularist, never subordinates the
human happiness of this existence to that of any other.
The religionist, on the other hand, whenever a conflict
arises between the joys of this life and those of some
other kind of existencCe,- always must sacrifice to the
present for the advancement of that other super-physi-
cal existence.

What is thus true of the difference between
religion and science in general, is equally true of
the difference in the particular, between religious
and, scientific ethics. That the general sources of
religious authority, the method for discovering
religious truth, and the ends to be achieved by
it, are all true of religious ethics in particular
is quite generally understood. The antipathy
between religious and secular morality is not so
generally known. Indeed very few, even among
those who have left the churches, seem to know
anything definite about secular morality, and so
blindly continue to follow the moral dogmatism
and sentimentalism of their abandoned religion.
Religious morality, either directly or indirectly
through the mediation of holy writ or a holy
priest or priesthood, rests upon the authority of
some a priori sanctity, whose inerrancy is certi-
fied to by some subjective experience, sometimes
personal, at others adopted through imitation.
The morality of science is always based upon
experienced consequences of conduct; and be-
tween these differing moral standards there is,
and always wilt be, an irrepressible conflict, aris-
ing from their different sources of authority, of
method, and of end to be achieved. This we will
now try to make plain.

Theological Morals.

Prebendary Wace says: “Morality cannot for
practical purposes he left to rest on scientific
experience. It is essential in practice, to the
welfare of individuals and of society alike, that
the chief false routes of moral life should be
barred by plain and authoritative prohibitions.”
(Ethics and Religion, by Prebendary Wace, in
Journal of the Victoria Institute, 1901, Vol. 33.1
He also informs us that “the eternal relations

_The seientisx is concerned A
laws of naturo, uxidt-J' »u.vu a*« included not i obllg

of the heart to a perfect being, towards whom
every emotion of love and gratitude can be in-
| dulged to the highest degree,” is a higher pur-
pose and motive for morals than can be supplied
| by natural law.

Professor Sedgewick considers “the moral
ought” as an "ultimate and unanalyzable fact.”
(Mind, Oct., 1889.)

Mortensen says: “Truly if the light of relig-
ion be extinguished no reason is perceptible for
leading a moral life in all these finite and tem-

| poral relations.” (Christian Ethics, p. 16.)

“Blind obedience to extraneous law does not
| approve itself to us as really moral. .~ The
| question concerning the ground, ot our moral

ations ands an adequate solution only in
| God.™ (Rev. Otro Pfleiderer, in Am. Journal of
| Theology, April, 1899, Vol. 3, p. 239.)

In religious ethics the appeal is to "the reality
which transcends that which now is and that
which now is known.” (Religion and Ethics, by
Rev. Geo. Wm. Knox of Union Theol. Sem. in
International Journal of Ethics, V. 12, p. 315))

Notwithstanding the persistence of the clerical
falsehoods to the contrary, Thomas Paine was a
theist, and although his religious emotions no
longer prompted him to adopt the Bible, or the
priest, as embodying the divine will, he neverthe-
less did not place his morality upon a scientific
basis. His words are: “The practice of moral
truth, or in other words a practical imitation of
the moral goodness of God, is no other than our
acting towards each other as He acts benignly
towards us.”

Such theistic morality, though strictly religious
in an unsectarian sense, yet is the associate of a
conspicuous deviation from the habit of applying
the religious method to all the factors of life.
Thus is marked the beginning of a transition
from the all-religious to the complete seculariza-
tion of our thinking.

With that religionist whose mind is wholly
“uncorrupted” by the scientific method, his re-
ligion, its methods and aims, will determine his
ethical ideals. As man gets away from the re-
ligious habit of mind, he gradually acquires moral
and other ideals whose authority will dominate
and determine his religious convictions.  This
is the transitional stage of some advanced theo-
logians, and of the Ethical Culturists. When
these dominating ethical ideals have become
wholly scientific, then the secularization of mor-
als is complete. The following illustrates the
second stage of secularizing influence in an ad-
vanced theologian: “Religion must ever anew
measure its inherited ideas and customs against
the standard of the ethical ideals (otherwise ac-
quired?) and in so far as they do not harmonize
with that, it must strive for their purification
and progressive development. .. It may
be justly demanded that its teachings shall not
conflict with what has been established as theo-
retical or practical truth, and especially that it
shall not lag behind our ethical ideals.” (Rev.
Otto Pfleiderer in Am. Journal of Theology,
April, 1899.) But how are we to judge, among
differing standards, which is the One that is lag-
ging behind and which running ahead? This
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author_seems to demand that' even the reliigious
authority in matters of ethics may properly be
subordinated to the standards of science.

In this progression towards the secularization
of our morals, the Ethical Culture movement
represents the “last ditch” of religion in resist-
mdg the secular advance. Here the religious meth-
od and its subjective source of authority are still
in full operation as' to morals, but the theology
and the use of the reh%I_OUS_, method in every
other branch of human thinking may have been
abolished. In the following quotation we see a
non-theological religious morality in full force,
with the ecstatic joy and hysterical enthusiasm
of the revival convert but slightly impaired. One
can readily imagine the exhorter’'s impassioned
tones accompanying this statement from the Eth-
ical Culturist. There is, he says:

No reason why men become ‘conscious of their re-
sponsibilities and of the great issues at stake [in ethi-
cal conduct] should not be touched with reverence and
awe as they think of these things, should not become
hushed and subdued. Morality would then become a
religion to men, in the fundamental and indeed univer-
sally recognized sense of the term". Morality as |
conceive it, morality as | have tried—and yet too well
know | am unable to picture it—morality as conscious,
willing, glad subordination to the universal law of life,
morality as lifting one to comradeship with suns and
stars, because it Is faithful as they, morality loving the
law of life more than life, morality ready to die rather
than to be untrue—that morality may be the very ideal
which one may seek all ones [ife to follow, that may
be thé supreme passion to a man; down on his knees
he /nay bow before it, as he may before Jesus, or before
Buddha, or any other son of man who has exemplified
the ideal or made it any brighter before his eyes. |
think, then, it is plain the sense in which Religion and
Moralty may become one” (Rev. W. Salter, in Morality
and Religions, p. 33).

It is apparent that the Ethical Culturist has
that same unreasoned, passionate devotion to his
moral law which the Brahmin manifests for the
law of Manu, the Persian for the laws of Zoro-
aster, the Mohammedan-for his Koran, the Prot-
estant Christian for his Bible, the Catholic for
his “permanent oracle of the divine will” at Rome,
and the Mormon for the utterances of his “Proph-
et, Seer, and Revelator,” who is the Utah Pope;
and each approving something which some oth-
er denounces as immoral. It is also apparent
that the same subjective source of authority ex-
ists in both- cases-. Take these words of Mr.
Mangasarian, when he was still connected with
the Ethical Culture movement, as conclusive
proof: *“Ethical Culture is the religion of the
spirit. Ethics is the heart of religion.
... It is impossible to learn from the phys-
ical world the lesson of morality. '. . . When-
ever we protest against wrong it is from within
that we draw our inspiration. . . . Ethical
Culture is a spiritual religion.” (The Religion of
Ethical Culture, by Mangasarian, Philadelphia.)

Religion Without Morals.

Not by this method alone, but also by histori-
cal investigation, can it be shown that we can
have not only religious morals without theology,
but also that we may have religion without a
moral code. Here, again, eminent authorities
also sustain our contention. We may begin by
calling the Rev. Dr. Batchelor to the witness
stand. He says: “Religion does not begin in
ethics. It did not grow -out of ethics. It was
before ethics in origin, and has during a great
part of human histor Wroug?ht in life independ-
ently of, and not infrequently in distinct oppo-
sition to, the ethical- sentiment. Let all sense of
ethical obligation be destroyed, or reduced again
to the level of the prehistoric standard, and still
religion would none the less be a power in human
life not to be disregarded.” (Religion Its Own
Evidence, p. 19)

Next we quote JProfessor Everett of Brown
University. e says (International Journal of
Ethics, V. 10, p. 479): “That religion may be
non-ethical, finds numerous illustrations in the
history of the world’s religions. Indeed, at a
certain stage, many primitive religions appear to
have been non-ethical. That of Rome continued
for centuries, remaining to the last almost ex-
clusively formal and ritualistic. The statement
that ethics may be non-religious finds abundant
support in_modern life, as in the case of the
Positivists.”

To this we may add the testimony of the Rev.
Geo. Wm. Knox of Union Theological Seminar
(International Journal of Ethics, V. 12, p. 305).
He says: “Religion is to be distinguished from
ethics. Even when somewhat developed, it may
have no ethical code. It is said that Shinto has
as its teaching only this: Fear God and obey the
Emperor! But in its earlier books there is not
even this teaching, nothing which implies either

as an ethical maxim. The later writers explain
this unusual feature by saying that the Japanese,
being holy by nature, need no moral code; which
was Invented by immoral folk like the Hindoos
and thé Chinese.”

Aristotle and Bacon separated the sphere of
religion and ethics by assigning to the former
those matters relating to an after-life, and to
the sphere of the latter those actions which re-
late only to the present life. Of course many
others would insist that according to their concep-
tion of the after life, all conduct here is related
to it, and affects it. Probably most of our pres-
ent day orthodox Christians hold with Thomas
Aquinas that God is the direct source of all the
theological virtues, and the indirect source of all
earthly virtues. While thus agreeing as to the
source of authority with all believers In theistical
redigions, there is the widest range of belief as to
what the deity really considers virtue. See the
varyinghattitudes to sex problems as entertained
by Catholics, Shakers, Methodists, Bible Com-
munists, Mohammedans, and Mormons, all being
Christian sects!

In practically all Christian ethics the founda-
tion tenet is that God requires obedience to his
law, not because it is good, but because it is
his law. As to its goodness finite humans have
neither capacity nor right to sit in judgment,
except to approve and obey. His moral law is
ood, not in itself, but only as the expression of

the divine will. God m_i? t have willed to the
contrary and then his will would still have been
good.

When we contrast this with any scientific con-
ception of ethics the irrepressible conflict at once
manifests itself. Here responsibility rests' upon
the individual, not merely as to choosing which
God, but as to- whose interpretation or concep-
tion of God’s will he will yield blind and un-
guestioning obedience. Conduct now is moral
or not according to its consequences, determined
by its being a violation or not of natural law.
But the gpod and ill of consequences are relative,
o) moralit?/ becomes a relative matter instead
of an absolute thing. Responsibility now cannot
be shifted onto God, and each_person must decide
for himself what is to be his own moral code,
and himself must take the consequences of judg-
ing wrong and violating nature’s moral law. For
the breaching of nature’s inexorable laws there

is no forgiveness nor vicarious atonement. In

natural law all must take the natural conse-
quences of their conduct. No priest can save us.

We must readjust—get in harmony with the law
—or perish. No wonder then that Cotton Math-

er denounced ethics &s rta vile form of paganism.”

See Hall's Adolescence, V. 2, pp. .287-288.
( (Concludeg next ngk.) )

SCOTLAND ALL STIRRED UP.

Growing Laxity in Observance of the *‘Sabbath”
and Other Orthodox Fashions.

A theological controversy is raging among the
Presbyterians of Scotland, writes William E.
Curtis, Edinburgh correspondent of the Chicago
Record-Herald. It involves the interpretation of
the scriptures, forms of worship and the manner
of observing the Sabbath. The younger genera-
tion of the Free and the United churches, and
the Scotch Presbyterians, who for generations
were the orthodox of the orthodox, are now get-
ting very shaky in their theology. As a ven-
erable divine remarked sadly: )

“The doctrines of our fathers are going to the

dogs.”

‘?he forms of worship in the Scottish churches
have been very much modified of recent years.
The old-fashioned doctrinal sermon, with its first-
ly and tenthly and its series of conclusions, the
long prayers and the droning of the psalms are
practically obsolete in city churches, and now-
adays are found only in the country parishes and
only in a portion of them. There has been a
change in the manner of preaching as well as the
manner of singing and other features of worship.
Presbyterian congregations are no longer doomed
to listen to sermons of prodigious length or the
“outpourings of the vessels of wrath,” or “the
thuriderings from the pulpit” that were so com-
mon years ago. Ministers no longer try to em-
phasize their meaning by shouting, by pounding
the pulpit, by facial contortions and violent ges-
tures. They do not “ding the pulpit in blads
and flee out of it” as they used to do, or startle
their hearers by “routin%” (roarngL or attack
the emotion? by the “pech” or tIRrc s

The Truth Seeker. — October 31, 1908.

no more “holy rapture” or “greeting” or rousing
whids,” as the various displays of emotions that
were so common in past generations were called.

The introduction of organs and choirs has be-
' come general (with acknowledgments to Mr.

Carnegie), and, greatly to the grief of the old-
fashioned portion of the congregations, the use of
“gospel hymns” and anthems instead of the met-
rical versions of the Psalrrts of David has natural-
ly followed trained singers and musical instru-
ments. But those who adhere to the old forms
are still fighting for their retention.

I have been watching a curious debate in the
columns of the Scotsman, the leading newspaper
of the country, over the hymn question, and
some of the views that have been expressed by
correspondents in letters to the' editor would be
considered very amusing by church people in the
United States. For example, a writer who signs
himself “Free Churchman” says:

“They have led the assembly to condemn the
use of hymns in public worship because they are
‘man-made.” But are not the Psalms they use
also ‘man-made,” and quite as much so as the
hymns? They do not sing the Hebrew original.

“Again, if it be unspiritual to use hymns of hu-
man composition in divine worship, how.can it be
spiritual to use man-made prayers and human
sermons? To be strictly logical our friends should
use only the Lord’s Prayer or the petitions of
Solomon, David and Daniel, and only the ser-
mons of Peter and Paul.”

To this appeal a gentleman on the other side
responds with cutting sarcasm and says that it
might be to the advantage of many con?regations
if the Lord’s Prayer and the prayers of Solomon
and Daniel and the sermons of Peter and Paul
were adopted to-day instead of many that are
heard from modern pulpits, and then he contin-
ues:

“But with respect to the Psalms, have they not
a specific place assigned them in the worship-of
God? Have we not the express command otf an
apostle to use ‘psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs,” and can that be taken to mean other than

' the Psalms of David?” (This correspondent
avers that the decay of the Free church is due
to her toleration of heretics.)

Sabbath observance is also a subject of great
concern and organized attempts are being made
to preserve the Lord’s. Day for rest and worship,
as was formerly the practice in Scotland. There
has been a radical chanﬁe in this respect- A friend
in Dunfermline thé other day told me that if a
man had attempted to pass through the streets
of that town in a motor car or even on a bicycle
on Sunday twenty years ago he would have been
mobbed, and if any person had invited people to
a Sunday tea or to a game of tennis or golf he
would have been an outcast in the community.
But to-day the tendency in the cities of Scotland
and in the larger towns is to devote the afternoon
of Sunday to amusement and social pleasures,
and the practice is also invading the country
parishes. ]

Throughout Scotland the railways suspend
traffic on the Sabbath. There are no Sunday
trains except the fast express, which leaves for
London and the south of England every night.
Coaches and steamboats are all tied up. You
Acannot go. anywhere on a journey, and the street
cars also stop running except in the large cities,
where they do not commence until noon.

In the morning everybody goes to church. The
streets are crowded with people in their Sunday
best, carrying their Bibles and hymn books and
wearing the air of piety, but it is no longer coiii-
sidered a sin to take a promenade in the park in
the afternoon or take a ride in the country. And
in a few places Sunday tennis and golf are al-
lowed.

All shops and restaurants are closed at mid-
night Saturday and are not opened again until
Monday morning, except the drug stores in the
cities, which are allowed to do business from 12
to 2. There is no Sunday mail delivery and all
official business is suspended, An agitation has
recently been commenced in favor of opening
the saloons for two hours on Sunday afternoon
and occasionally you will see a communication
in a newspaper favoring it. These tendencies
have alarmed the church people so much that

they are organizing societies for promoting Sab-
bath observance and a convention of delegates
from all the religious denominations Jias been
called for October in Edinburgh to arrange for
cooperation. | stated the other day, the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland does not take a
Active interest in suppressing the liquor tram
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THE HISTORICAL JESUS

Argument That There Was a Man Answetin r
His Description, Within Limits.

BY A. KAMPMEIER.
1.

We can only approximately give the time Oi
the birth of Jesus, arid this with the help of
Josephus, who, in Antg. XVIII, 5, tells about the
defeat Herod Antipas suffered in battle with his
father-in-law, King Aretas of Arabia. This Are-
tas intended to punish Herod for the treatment
his daughter received by the'former’s taking to
wife Herodias, the wife of his brother. Josephus
says this happened about the twentieth year of
Tiberius, i. e, A. D. 33. He further says that
this defeat was looked upon by many Jews as a
just punishment for Herod’s having killed John
the Baptist. As we must allow some time for
the intrigue of Herod with Herodias, the im-
prisonment arid beheading of John the Baptist,
preparation for war, etc., till up to the defeat of
Herod, and as Jesus is said in the gospels to
have begun his public career after the capture of
John ihe Baptist (Mark i, 14, Matt, iv, 12) and
continued it during-thé imprisonment after his
death..CMark.rvi, 14; Matt, xiv; 2; Luke ix, 7),
we may go down a few yedrs, sdy down to Jo
A. D, or thereabouts. Luke says (iii- 2j)'that
jésus was about thirty years old, when beginning
to teach, and that his predecessor, John the Bap-
tist, had beguri his work ih the fifteenth year of
Tiberius, 1. €., 28 A. D. (iii, i). Although Luke
likes to parade, his knowledge of secular history
and/strives to give exact dates in his gospei and
the Acts, but makes some very bad mistakes in
both writings in this réspect, as when mixing Up
the’census, which happened ten years latér, with

the. birth of-Jesus, he about hits the right tirite'

in regard to the beginning Of the public career
of John the Baptist and jesus. Going théfice
'thirty years back, we may fix the birth Pf Ijesus
at about the beginning of our éra, of,a little be-
fore it.. %f course, an thl_n_%_exact cannot  be
given. As both Luke and lvicittlie-w, “thertigh. ot.li.er-

ard to the particular® attending
esus
der H
accept the last part of the reign of this king &s
about the time when Jesis was born. Early
Christian tradition may very well have delivered
this as about correct to the second 6r third gen-
eration.
Section 5.

Regarding the birthplace of Jesus there is-just
as much uncertainty. Though Matthew and
Luke both assume Bethlehem as the birthplace,
the former takes Bethlehem as the original dwell-
ing-place of the parents of Jesus, which they only
exchange fqr Nazareth in consequence of unfore-
seen circumstances after the birth of their child,
while Luke accepts.Nazareth as the original dwelt-
ling-place, which they -only leave with the inten-
tion of staying a short time in Bethlehem on
account of .the census, with regard to which Luke
is badly mixed up, as it haﬂpened ten years later,
in fact, according to Josephus (Antq. XVIII, 1).
Luke surely has not mide use of Josephus in this
matter, or in other matters regarding secular
history, or he would not have made such a mis-
take. | say this because we sometimes hear the
view expressed that the New Testament writers
made Use of Josephus. The mistake of Luke very
probably.had its origin in the imagination of the
writer himself. H'e knew of a census in Judea
in the beginning of our era, as ordered by Augus-
tus, and writing his gospel and the Acts with a
universalistic view in mind, and looking at secu-
lar events as being subservient to the establish-
ment and spread of the belief in Christ, he
brought this census in connection with the birth
of Jesus. With ancient historical writers hypo-
theses based on imaginary grounds surely play-
ed a greater role than with modern historical
writers! Or Jf there was a census, it may have
been a census or registering of Jewish families,
brought about by the spiritual Jewish authori-
ties, which Luke mixed up with that bK com-
mand of Augustus. Be that as it may, the out-
ward circumstances attending the birth of Jesus
were surely entirely unknown, or at least very
little, at the time when Matthew and Luke
wrote their accounts. These writers exclude each
other in their reports, their accounts can! never
be brought into harmony, and the only thing
they agree in is with regard to the birthplace of

Jesus, Bethlehem. There is one thing sure about
these early Christian writers, we can never ac-
cuse them of having banded together with the
express purpose of fabricating a harmonious his-
tory! Bethlehem may first have been imagined
b%/ later- Christians, as having been the birthplace
of Jesus upon the basis of such prophecies as
Micah v, 1, this then being taken afterwards as
a fact, as many modern critics assume, and which
is possible; on the other hand, Bethlehem may
have been the actual birthplace of Jesus. With-
out being over-confident, in my assumption, | say
this, that the actual fact of Jesus being born in
Bethlehem may have been one of the induce-
ments to his Messianic pretensions later, just as
his descent from the Davidic line, which seems
to be established more certainly than his birth-
place, as we shall see presently, may have con-
firmed him in those pretensions. To be bom in
Bethlehem was surely one of the requirements
demanded of the Messiah amonﬂ the Jews, upon
the basis of Old Testament prophecies, and made
a Messiah more easily find believers in him.
Section 6.

Matthew and Luke represent Jesus as being
of Davidic descent. Paul, the oldest writer in
the New Testament,-also (Rom. iii, 1). Was it
possible at those times to have a genuine gene-
alogy down to David? Matthew and Luke,
though both giving a genealogy of the ancestors
of Joseph down to David, do not agree with each
other. The former gives the descent of Joseph
through the Solomonic line, the latter through
the lifie of Nathari, another son of David, men-
tioned ifi 2 Sam. Vj 14, and 1 Chron. iii, 5.
Whether it was possible to have a genuine gene-
alogy Of JéSus at the times when the two we
lavé were written down, we do not know; nor
which of the tw0  the fight one, or whether
.they are both worthless; but this much is sure,

that in ancient times, arid especially among Ori-
ene-

of
mat-

entais, much stress was always laid upon

alogies and the knowledge of them. Muc
ancient _history Only consisted of these dry
| ters. Especially did men

back t0 somé former hero or renowned person.

striven to keep up the knowledge of their de-
scent. Paul, for instance, speaking of his de-
scent, says that he was of the tribe of Benjamin
(Phil, iii, 5). Especially in regard to the descent
from David, this desire was shown. Even as late
as the Middle Ages among Jews the idea existed
of a possibility of tracing one’s descent to David,
for the celebrated Jewish Rabbi Kimchi (died
12'40), says: “He who is of Davidic descent may
any time believe that he may possibly become the
Messiah.  Hillel, the elder, one of the most emi-
nent doctors of Jewish law, born B. C. 112, and
who is said to have lived down to the time when
Jesus was born, arriving at a very high age,
though gf poor parents; was said fo have been
of Davidic descent in the female line. This rei
ative of Jesus, that is, if the latter was of Davidic
descent, was noted for many, sayings, by the
way, which remind us of sayings attributed to
Jesus. A heathen, in a spirit of mockery, re-
quested Hillel to teach him all the law of Moses
while he could stand on one leg. Hillel replied:
“Do not unto others as thou wouldst not have
others do unto thee, that is all the law; the rest
iIs mere comment.” Other sayings of him are:
“Do not confide in thyself until the day of thy
death”; “Do not judge thy neighbor until thou
hast been in his place thyself’”; “Be a friend and
promoter of peace, loving mankind and bringing
them 'nearer to the divine law.” If, then, the
| Jews at the time of Jesus, and even later, believed
it possible to trace descent back to David, the tra-
dition already noted by Paul, that Jesus was of
that descent, may have been true. If the father
of Jesus claimed Davidic descent, rightIP/ or not,
this claim may have been of great influence in
awakening Messianic ideas in his son. To be
of Davidic descent must have been at least a
great incentive to such ideas in the excited times
In which Jesus grew up, as we shall see later.
The idea of a Messiah of Davidic descent, let
us not forget, was a strong idea among the
Jews in those times. We, acquainted with this
idea only from passages in the Old Testament,
forget that this idea again and again turned u
in other Jewish literature. Thus in a Jewis
apocryphal book, called the Solomonic Psalms,
and written in the last fifty years before the

wjse contradicting each other.very much in re- | 1 )ECI; glory in genealogies
the birth of | If flrey Conldj rightly or net, trace their descent
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birth of Jesus, in connection with fierce denun-
ciations of the last vicious, wicked kings of As-
monean priestly descent sitting on the throne
of David, the hope is expressed of the coming of
a Messiah from the old royal house.

The possibility, we must admit, exists that the
father of Jesus was of Davidic descent, or at
least claimed to be, and that the idea of a descent
of Jesus from David was not only a later crea-
tion of Christian fiction, as many think. It is in-
teresting also in this connection to note the story
related by Hegesippus, the earliest church-histo-
rian and himself born in Palestine in the begin-
ning of the second century, that as late as the
end of the first century descendants of Judas, a
brother of Jesus, claiming to be of Davidic de-
scent, lived as poor and hardworking peasants
in Palestine.

Section 7.

The only incident in the childhood of Jesus,
related in the canonical gospels, is that by Luke
i, 42-45. The story, as we have it, suffers from
several improbabilities, although there is a great
difference still between this story of the child-
hood of Jesus and those of some apocryphal gos-
pels, which tell of the child doing all kinds_ of
Impossible %'uggling tricks.; for instance, making
birds out of mud and then by cIaII:)_ﬂing his hands
causing them to fly away, etc. e greatest of
the improbabilities in the Luke story is that a
child of twelve should have callously not cared
about his parents for three days in a strange,
large city. That Jesus at the age of twelve, when,
with Jewish boys, according to the prevailing
custom, the instruction in the law began (the
boys were then called “sons of the law”), might
show gfreat interest in religious matters, and
especially in the peculiar national ideas and hopes
of his people is of course very natural and prob-
able. That Jesus may have been exceptionally
disposed this way, agreeing with hjs later de-
velopment, may also be conceded. Josephus tells
of himself in his autobiography that he at four-
teen was commended by all for his love of learn-
ing, so that the high priests and principal men
of the city came frequently to him in order to
know his opinion about the accurate understand-

ing of points of the law (Life, 2J. Josephus,

though, was of priestly descent. Similarly, Jesus
may have shown an early interest. That’he may
for "a short time also have gone out of the

agree in thié, that they placeJus birth uri'-- _ _
eriod the Great, who died Bi C. 4, we may j-Jews, at least in the time of Jesus, seem 0 have r sight of his parents during the feast of the Pass-

| over, when many pilgrims were in Jerusalem,
| and that his parents thought he was with other
| 'members of the caravan with which they had
| come to the city, and that they finally found
him interested in discussions of the lawyers in
the synagogue—which, according to the Talmud,
“was near the forecourt on the mount of the
temple”—may also be probable. But the story
as it stands now surely has been extended by
the imagination of Luke, or already by those
circles from whom he received the tradition,
who thought that even as a child Jesus must
have shown signs of his divine nature. In the
story, as we have it now, the parents of Jesus
are represented unnaturally as very careless par-
ents, and Jesus as an unfeeling, saucY boy, and
the story winds up with the psychological im-
possibility that the parents, and especially Mary,
did not understand the answer of Jesus, on the
supposition that the angel Gabriel had appeared
to her before the birth of Jesus, telling her what
this son, mysteriously conceived by her, would
be, and that so many other miraculous things
had haPpened in connection with the birth, the
song of the angels, the prophecy of Simeon, etc.,
all things that Mary knew.

Little Girls Under Priestly Control In Italy.

Of a total of 48.377 house-pupils, 2,455 belong
to public institutions, 8,157 to private non-re-
ligious establishments, and 37,763 to religious
boarding schools. )

_ Besides this, of a total of 59,171 out-pupils, the
figures are respectively 6,940, 6,867 and 46,372.

So the house-pupils in charge of the nuns are
75 per cent, and the out-pupils 80 per cent of
the entire number of schoolgirls.

Even here we cannot state positively how
many, of the others are not under direct super-
vision of the priests.

The above figures refer only to the children
of the upper-middle class; what must they be
for those of the lower classes?—L’Asino.

Fraternity: Every man in the right is my

brother.
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Religion.

What is religion? What does it amount to?
What has a human being to do in order to be
religious? How is a person who is religious
better than a person who is not religious?

It- seems to me that these questions ought to
be faced honestly and announced honestly. 1 |
am free to confess, too, 1 do not know what re- |
ligion is, or what it amounts toi
the subject of religion, and of religions, and I

must admit that the subject is enveloped in a ; affirmed but declined to_uncoyer.

mist of superstition that study is powerless to
disperse. | have honestly sought the light, but
have found only darkness.

There is a definition of religion in the diction-
ary which means to me just nothing at all—*“The
outward act by which men indicate their rec-
ognition of the existence of a god having power
over their destiny, to whom obedience, service
and honor are due.” | say that such a definition
means nothing to me, for the reason that there
is no evidence of the existence of such a god.
I will go farther and say that the acts of men
cannot be honestly interpreted as indicating that
they recognize the existence of such a god, be-
cause more acts of men deny any such faith.

There are two religions: a natural religion
and a revealed religion. The former is revealed
by Nature, the latter is revealed by God. One

"is found everywhere, the other is found in a
book called “The Bible.”

Nature, that is, the manifestations of the uni-'
verse, reveals a devil, as much as it reveals a
god, and the Bible reveals a conglomeration
of ignorance, superstition, nonsense and false-
hood that no- god could be the author of and
have the respect and reverence of mankind in
the twentieth century.

We want to get out of our minds any such
notion as an ethical religion. Morality is not
religious’, and religion is not moral. Ethics has
no need of a god, and worship has nothing to
do with morality. Religion builds a church,
morality builds a home;

I submit-that in this whole world today not
pne individual can be found who is an example
of divine providence, whose life shows that God
has directed it—and whose fate contains the evi-
dence that it was shaped by divinity.

If there is no proof, no evidence of a god in
human affairs, what !§ religion? Is it not a

I have studied. \ to answer: Was my position right or wrong?
: as

foolish service instituted by priests and kept
alive by cupidity? And what does it amount to
more than to support a useless and worthless
class who live upon the toil and sorrows of
others?

A man is religious who does what a priest or
minister tells him to do. How can such a man
be better than one with brains enough to know
what is right, and with conscience enough to do
what is right? And what more does man need
to do than the right? Is religion more than
righteousness? And is a man who goes to
church, prays to God, and pays for a pew better

| than the man who loves his home, takes care of
| his family, pays his debts-and is kind to his fel-
lows?

Religion is not the mother of a single virtue,
and morality is not the mother of a single vice.

If I were to give council to my fellow beings,
counsel for one’s own good, and for the good of
others, it would not be to be religious, but to
be honest and kind. L. K. W.

Affirmation Without “Trimmings ”

A Chicago reader has had an experience with
a judge of elections, or with a board of regis-
tration, involving the right to make an affirma-
tion without invoking the powers of the air by
raising the right hand. His experience is thus

-related :

“To the Editor of The Truth Seeker: | went this
evening (Oct. 13? to register in order that I might vote
at the coming election.” A bunch of us were called on
to(Jout up our right hands and be sworn. | spoke up
and said | preferred to affirm. The judge told me |
must put up my hand anyhow. | declined to do so. Af-
ter consulting with the others the judge told me I could
not .register unless | put up my right hand and be af-
firmed. | still declined, but remained in line deter-
mined to put the burden, of a flat refusal on their
shoulders; so just before | reached the clerk thedjudge
tolg{j him it was all right and | was duly enrolled as a
voter.

“Now this question | would like The Trutqfsleekert

mus

hold up my hand to affirm I might abou well say

| ‘selpmegod” at the same time. Once before when regis-
tering | was requested to remove' my hat ‘anyhow.” |

“1 think every Freethinker should decline to be sworn
and demand, if'necessary, the right to_affirm. Of course
there are cases where I' would not think it advisable to
arouse antagonism as a man might be in a position
where his own interests could be made to suffer if he
was suspected of being a heretic.

_“I think the Editor of The Truth Seeker had some

interesting experience in this _line some years ago,

which would no doubt be interesting readmg now. Yours
“J. B. BEATTIE”

The adventure of the Editor of Tiie Truth

Seeker bearing a resemblance to that- of Mr.

| Beattie happened just twenty years ago, in the
mayoralty election of 1888.

The Editor was a qualified voter W the 34th
election district of the 20th assembly district of
the city of New York. On appearing before the
board of registration for the purpose 6f recording
his fame, a Bible was thrust toward him with
the order to “take the book.” He waived the
volume aside and expressed a preference for the
affirmation in place of the oath, as the Constitu-
tion provides. The chairman of the board ap-
peared ignorant of the formula for an affirma-
tion, but said to the applicant, “Hold up your
hand.”

The elevation of the hand not being prescribed
by law, the Editor disregarded the command,
on the ground that to obey it would be of the
nature of a superstitious act. On learning that
the applicant had qualified as juror, witness, and
voter without raising his hand, the chairman
abandoned the point and with a show of temper
and in a loud tone of voice ordered him to take

| off his hat. The peremptory manner of the
chairman, coupled with the fact that everybody
else remained covered, determined the Editor to
resist the order also, and he kept his hat on his
head.

A member of the board, smelling heresy, in-

i quired, “Don’t you believe in a God?” The Edi-
| tor replied that he had not come there to be

catechiz¢cO, but tp registe™ nnd requested the
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board to proceed with its business. The member
repeated his question, arid receiving the same an-
swer declared, “Then you can't register. We
won’'t take you. No man who does not believe
in a God can vote in this country.”

The board, refusing to consult the law, stuck
to its determination not to receive the Editors
name, and he went away promising to see them
all later.

He kept the promise. Setting himself to the,
task of redeeming it, he applied first to the Bu*-
reau of Elections, whose spokesman .professed
inability to do anything in the matter, as the
Board would not take instructions from the Bu-
reau. He then directed his steps to the Supreme’
Court, presided over by Judge George Carter
Barrett, gaining access- only to the clerk of the
court, to whom he stated his case and who in-
terrogated him as to his politics and. asked to
what organization he belonged. Learning that
the 'Editor was politically unorganized, the clerk
directed him to a lawyer, who, he said, had been
engaged to attend to such cases. This lawyer,
when found, advised the Editor to see the dis -
trict attorney and get out a mandamus. He-was
to, inquire for Mr. Goff. On being seen, this
official threw up his hands. “l. can't do any-
thing in thezcase in my ufficiai capacity,” he'
said; “there would be the devil to pay if I did.”
He opined it was an individual case, voting being
a private right and to be defended as such by
the individual. However, he would lay the mat-
ter before the Executive Committee of the
County Democracy, and if that body failed to
act. the relator must take his own steps.

The Editor at this point began to get angry.
A set of public officials, the members of a board
of registration, had denied a citizen his rights;

it was the duty of the district attorney, to.-vin-.,
dicate these rights, and the attorney, was afraid.

Mr. Goff withdrew, and the citizen went home.

Nothing came from the Executive Board of the
County Democracy, and election day was ap-
proaching, after which the wrong could not be.
righted. The Editor then deterrmned that if
justice would not move he would move it. Be-
ginning at the point where he would have begun
at first had he been aware of the indifference of
the county officials to the rights of citizens, he
engaged a lawyer, who, having taken his dep-
osition, drew up a document addressed to the
court, invoking the judge to order the *“said
Charles C. Nuss, Albert Brenauer, George T.
Dollinger, and John A. Doharty [these being the
members of the board of registration] to show
cause why a peremptory mandamus should not
issue requiring them forthwith to duly organize
as a Board for the registration of voters in said
election district and to receive the application of
deponent, and requiring them to affirm him ac-
cording to law.”

Judge Barrett, on inspecting the document,
ordered the members of the board before him to
give their reasons for not registering the de-
ponent. The Editor saw that copies of the order
were handed to each member of the board, the
chairman, Mr. Huss, boasting upon receiving his,
that he would knock the relator “higher than a
kite.” The court proceedings are given in the
Editor’s words in The Truth Seeker of Novem-
ber 10, 1888:

“Thursday morning found the case oh the calendar;
‘The People of the State of New York, ex rei. Eugene
M. Macdonald, vs. Charles Nuss, et. al. Writ for Per-
emptory "Mandamus.” The defendants had got their
boots blacked and hired a lawyer, who when the judge
called the case answered in loud tones that the Opposi-
tion was ready. Mr. Phillips [the Editor's counsel]
modestly, but with great clearness stated his case. ‘Any-
thing to say on the other side? asked Judge Barrett.
The Opposition J)assed up an affidavit. The judge read
it. ‘This won’t do at all,” he said; ‘It's no answer to the
relator.” The defendants had sworn that the Editor re-
fused to affirm in the regular way, by holding UP bis
right hand. ‘Holding up the hand," said the judge, ele-
vating the digital extremity of his right arm, is pai

of an oath. The relator has a right to affirm W**'0OU

ing fhfit, The defendants looked crestfkUePi put ,.'vy



had another affidavit, to the effect that the relator had
refused to take his hand out of his overcoat pocket at
the command of the board. ‘This is no better,” said
Judge Barrett; ‘It's no answer; it's ridiculous. There
is no law compelling a man to0 take his hands out of his
pockets if he doesn't want to. He is entitled to affirm
In the simplest way, and by so d0|r_1|gi1|s amenable to the
ains and penaltiés of perjury. e board will have
0 convene and register this man according to law,
and as required in a court of justice. You can't ask
him whether he believes in God. There is no such test
in this country. To borrow an expression from the
Orient, the judge had jumped on the board with both
feet.. Instead of dpmg their duty, they had committed
a_crime, and_ obtained a judiCial lecture instead of
Christian praise. Thé crowd in the court room laughed
softly when Judge-Barrett decided that a man could af-
firm ‘and at the same time keep his hands in his pock-
ets, and appeared pleased with the decision. The Edi-
tor chuckled and looked toward the person who was to
knock him higher than a kite. That individual shrank
radually together, and looked the other way. He had
earned “something about legal affirmation and the
rights of an American citizen in_New _York, and the
knowledge appeared to chafe his Christian spirit. The
judge signed the mandamus writ, a clerk In another
room put on the seal of the court, Mr. Phillips paid
the fee, and the aforesaid Nuss, et al,, accepted service
of the writ, and agreed to be on hand and register the
Editor at 9 o'clock the next morning, and the goddess
of liberty on the City Hall was safe.

Thus the board was. obliged to reorganize it-
self for the special purpose of affirming the re-
lator according to law. This time they imposed
no conditions, and the Editor was registered ex-
actly as he would have been in the first place
had they known their business.

Taking this case as a precedent, Mr. Beattie
was within his rights when he declined to hold
up his hand or to remove his hat. Holding up
the hand is an act of the same nature as kissing
the book or any other form of obtestation. It
doubtless originated in the swearing of persons
in groups, when the voices of all could not be
distinguished, but hands could be counted. Re-
moving the -hat-is.a courtesy not required by law
but governed by circumstances. Tt should be

lieve in Jesus Christ or not, and as human
beings, and not as members of any sect, they
should be considered as applicants for admission
to any state-aided home. Experience shows that
denominational institutions are willing to drop
their sectarianism for a pécuniary consideration.

Apt Quotation by a Judge.

Judge Foster of General Sessions, as reported
in the New York Sun, “has decided that baseball
playing on Sunday is not illegal when admission is
not charged and there is *no interruption of the
repose and religious liberty’ of the community. He
reversed the decision of Magistrate Butts, who
fined two young men $5 each for playing in a 16t
in the upper end of The Bronx on Sunday. Judge
Foster said:

“‘l remember as a boy to have heard by way
of jest of a so-called Puritan whom a neighbor
discovered

" RA hanging of his cat on
Monda

For the catchingyof a rat on
Sunday.’

“ ‘Happily that blue law spirit is not the law
of New York today.’

“The complaint said that admission had been
charged for the game, but there was no evidence
to that effect.”

The rhyme quoted by Judge Foster is remark-
ably apt, it being as natural for boys to play ball
as for-, a cat to catch rats, and generally they have
as little appreciation of the reasons given by the |
Sabbatarians for not playing as would puss if ex- |
horted against hunting on Sunday. The Sunday
inhibition i§ anti-natural and cannot stand except |
at the cost of perverting the nature not only of |
youth but of manhood.
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stantly arouses these patriots who think free-
dom means freedom for them to thrust their re-
ligious views upon the minority. The decision
of Superintendent Baxter that the exclusion of
children who do not attend the opening religious
exercises is a “violation of constitutional rights”
and that such children “must not be marked -as
tardy” ought to stand the test of any review to
which the attorney-general may subject it.

An exchange quotes the following purported
dispatch from Rome. It is not dated otherwise

than “Friday,” and reads:

“The American Presidency.—Rome, Friday.—The Pope
to-day  received Cardinal Gibbons in farewell audience
and discussed with him the United States Presidential
campaign. His Holiness expressed the hope that all
Catholics in America would unite in  working for the
success of Mr. Taft, who in all questions in which the
Catholic _church was interested had shown himself fav-
orably disposed towards the papacy.”

Dating its foreign dispatches by the day of
the week instead of the day of the month is an
eccentricity of the New York Herald, and in-
dicates that the item first appeared in that news-
paper. It is almost incredible that the pope
should so openly show his preference for the can-
didate named. There are probably 2,000,000
Catholic voters in America. Politically, the
country is said to be about evenly divided; that
is, Bryan and Taft have nearly an even chance
on the strength of the partisan following of
each. A majority of anywhere near 2,000,000
for Taft would show that the election had been
determined by religious and not political factors.

The Catholic Bishop McFaul of the Trenton,
N. J., diocese, never allows his eye to wander
from the funds in the school treasury of his
state. He is after the people’s money for the

. - - support of Catholic schools. In a speech at
The . Liberal I_\/Igetlngs. ] | Plainfield he demanded a division, his argument

Two more Liberal organizations—the Washing- | rynning like this: “There are n,coo Catholic.
ton-Secular League and .fcha-Qrnaha _ | children in the parochial schoois of the Trenton
Society—have got under way, and portions of their | gigcese, comprising fourteen counties, and the

done voluntarily or not.at all. When compul-

sory if is servile and to be resented.
Whether as a result of the Editor’s protest or

for other reasons, the oath or affirmation is no
longer required when registering in New York.

For the enlightenment of persons empowered to
administer the oath, many of whom know noth-
ing about the right of affirmation, as well as for
consistency’s sake, Freethinkers should affirm.

A Chance for Reform.

A need occasionally felt by Freethinkers is
some kind of a home for aged persons isolated
as unbelievers in Christianity or other current
religion. Homes for old people are now largely
under control of the churches, and one of the
first questions asked of an applicant for admis-
sion concerns his or her religious denomination.
We have in mind the case of a lady between
sixty and seventy, a widow, who has for a long
time been, a reader of The Truth Seeker. She
would like to enter an old lady’s home, but can-
not pass the examination as to her church affilia-
tions.

Homes which require the religious test are ex-
empt from taxation and are in receipt of aid from
the public treasury. There is a chance here for
reform. No institution receiving such exemp-
tion and aid should be permitted to exclude any
person because of a lack of religious belief. An
institution imposing such a test ought not to be
exempt from taxation or receive any money from
the public funds:

It is ridiculous that people should still be sep-
arated by such questions as belief about the facts
in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, who in
all probability is a largely imaginary character.
It is unjust that Freethinking taxpayers, hav-
ing once contributed in the form of taxes to the
support of a home for the aged, should be called
upon to provide other homes for their old people
because these cannot qualify, in the matter of
belief, for entrance into already existing insti-
tutions.

The aged are human beings whether they be-

programs of lectures are published this week. The
Manhattan Liberal Club has its first meeting on
Nov. 6 in Mott Hall, 64 Madison avenue. There
should be a rallying of the Liberals of the city to
give the famous old Club an auspicious opening.
Those who cannot assist by their presence may send

greetings and possibly a financial contribution '

to the secretary, William J. Terwilliger, 24 East
Twenty-first street, New York. The Truth Seeker
would like to make arrangements with some young
man desiring practice in newspaper work to make
reports for its columns of the Liberal meetings in
New York and Brooklyn. Reports of sudi meet-
ings in any part of the country will also be wel-
comed.

The decision of State Superintendent of |

Schools Charles J. Baxter of New Jersey, that
children absenting themselves from the religious
exercises in the public schools may not be mark-
ed as tardy, has stirred up the Grangers as well
as the U. O. A. M. Jr. Pomona Grange, meet-
ing' in Borough Hall, Woodcliff, Oct. S, adopted
the set of resolutions which originated with the
Junior Mechanics, and which have appeared in
The Truth Seeker (Oct. 17). This grange asks
all of the other granges to sign the same pro-
test. Similar resolutions got into the fall meet-
ing of the Classis (Dutch Reformed) of Bergen,
which added a recommendation that “each
church of the state be requested to unite in an
appeal to the attorney-general of our state for a
ruling on the school law regarding the religious
services at the opening exercises.” These people
are not satisfied that children whose parents wish
them to do so should attend the religious ex-
ercises. They are for compelling all children to
attend under pain of expulsion. Any other ex-
ercise than that of Bible reading and praying
might be dropped and they would never know
or care, but to excuse pupils from worship in-

cost of education for each one is $30. On this
basis, he said, the Catholic church is practically
giving the State $300,000.” The argument logi-
cally carried out proves that the man who does
not send his children to school at all is a public
benefactor. In the promotion of ignorance that
would be the next thing to putting the children
in a parochial institution. The same reasoning
would also entitle all who send their children
to private schools to a division of the public
funds. But any such plan as Bishop McFaul pro-
poses is open to the fatal objection that the Con-
stitution forbids it and that it violates the prin-
ciple of separation of church and state.

The clear-sighted Judge Gantanbein of the
State Circuit Court of Oregon, at Portland, de-
cides that the statute prohibiting the transac-
tion of business on Sunday is unconstitutional.
He declares that it restricts religious freedom ih
that it is passed to compel observance of the
Sabbath, that it was not passed as a matter of.

police power, that it is discriminatory in ex-
cepting the theatres, and finally that the law is
both unreasonable and arbitrary. The law was
passed in 1894, but has been a dead letter until
recently, when District Attorney Cameron re-
vived it. The defects of the Oregon statute could
be discovered in all Sunday laws were courts *
courageous enough to look for them.

Whoever has not read Mr. Austin Bierbower’s
whimsical piece of “historical fiction” entitled
“From Monkey to Man” has missed several
hours of rare diversion. The scene is laid as far
back as you like, at the time,when the differen-
tiation took place between the monkey and the
man. The origin of miracle stories is given,
and man’s belief in them satisfactorily accounted
for. The book has been appropriately, artisti-
cally, and profusely illustrated by H. R. Eaton,
and is published by the Ingersoll Beacon Co. of
Chitcago. It may be had at this office for 75
cents.
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Pillar ChitiquT. in his btx'k. "Th»' Priest. th* Wonum.
and th* Contvssivnal. says that of i*4> priests who
confessed to blw. 1T® declared that they had had Inti-
mate refotk-ns with their penitents. One of them, who
wxs cvnfvssor of 1.3«W women declared he had cort
rupced | with immorti intvrrocatoriee. |Vre Hr-
aclntii that out of 1W> priests «ho confessed to

illicit retatioBs with! marTtii«< women aad
riris who had tcafccred tO th"BOL of-
fEII$CS acainsx morals are esteemcd peccadillos.

" d-'mfeafe “Ptohahalfem“ warmly and at length
W 1~4 ptikazvxs of his hoc*. FTolSiboltsm means that

evzafiseting fores or opinioas, or when

kMw W cctoiea fe dahtams. the individual may jndgv

for* aiwsrtf Lim! ac: accordlady- Pursuant to this <kx

stx CVOLsCl- rKV has «thfox tYdC. wila «Ker*miAg tie

zivTil quadil » following ts a case

in  FrebabaKsm and decided by our (utlwtie
Doctor:

*Tffee wile. Anna, had committed adultery Her hus-
band selected it and asked her if it wen trm. She
rep&ifd that "she had no< broken matriatony." Her
husband asked her the raw» <au :tioa a ‘'erond time
after she had been absolved. and she replied: T aw
I3B.XV3: ei sack tank." Her hssbaod was insistent.
<ré pa: the owestkm a third time, when she abseCxtely

pa:

denied the adah:iy and said: 'l have not committed it.
mnviar thereby 1 have not committed it to reveal to
YyWo

~Qm.iv: Is Anna to he condemned for these re
<-ecsest Es the three responses Anna ss exewrahte.
In the Srsc answer she did not speak false. because
rb> matrimony was noe broken, hnt still subsisted. In
rw second she was innocent, as she declared she
was. becanse sfce had received xbseéracc. m the third
case, she bad a right to say she had not coanmiued the
odiase, juscifym? herself on the gro—d that it was
doubtful if she were under any obligarronfio teil hha.
and hy reason of this dosbt she was jwrifed in deny-
ing it” tProbabafisn*1.
The priest races a danger in his intimacy with an-
marreed wonr> Bat Dehreyne. another authority
to tss relief and tells him how to procure an
ahoraon (Dehreywe. Moechiahifiae. pp. 94. 214-351. Brus-
sels. ISSSJs
15

M. ?'<e Pins IT issued a bull to cheek the

Beentiossaess of priests. The boil commanded wives
».J maidens who k&d :eec corrupted by the praeses
to repere their ocdntiats. and appointed a conamxsatm
to receive- tbe reports. The eTwwWwB&bLHT sax ax SeviDe.
Sr:it~T haft. a force of i»r nocardes «ere not able tn take
down the reports made viin the presert'tec titre of
3;j- days. The tone was extesdeo. bat the 3.33aher of
de&npaeae priests was so great that they could not
he «nNMkKavke »>oKKe« 5xz_sser to the «hutch. So the
Trauyurmxct was dosed rard the priests went free.

The fost Nanoieoa ordered a similar is”sest in Ger-
many between Qdrigwc and Aachen, in But so
TMTY zoiescs and ss» m&uy women of hiefo Tank were
eixnpraxBSsed that Xapcfteoa Sess coerace vs> proceed.
Ht Ptwit-i! the Preach people, reused tn fAiy hy_these
exposuares. would bceok loose in a general -massacre
of priests. The terésr™aidaa was abandoned. One of
the tncrrrfrrrT of rihig ceiwnussfom was Le C3ere.

The peor priests have a bard nune tn escape this sin.
The sre&r aatharaty. li“‘\reré says that the mast vir-
iIWKS priest as constrained to fall at least once a month.
And other renowned theotagxans agree with bim

Only a Betle more abose Lzgzocfs justiScaiian of
sweardg tn See: And remember that 1»g—wi is no
mdmnj TT-rr in the tdnk. but has been indorsed and
approved hy two popes and "nearly all the br~hnp~ in
the wwrtd.”* He says:

"TO swear wwh eduxvocatitm when the canse is just
and the -puivor nirm is not illicit. is not sinful; because,
where there is the right tn conceal the truth ailhnt
iyEig. ibav ss no izresrea tn the .*i—

"An amphfooly «double meanfog» is aBownbl» in
three cases: 1. When the word has a double meaning
as voto, wiiek means both tn wish and tn dy. X When
the statement zxs a double sense, as 'This is Peters
book." which may mean either that it befougs to Deter
or that Decer wrote S1. X Whan the ~-rnnr mords have
daforet ssgnincaxioa as one ¢nwtmnn and the ocher
:eckxdeal; or one bteral and the other ~sranveu So
thu. when one is asked a ® ~tirm <m oath which it is
nm necessary for km to answer, be may reply: T say
na. mKunfog to himself that he prononmees the word
Xo"™ <VoL X kr SO-SC).

In vM**— to justifymg cdprvocaticm. Lzguori aho

a mental rescrvaxiim «VoL X 2a. 2kb-3iib). He
says: "It is fowfnl to conf rtl the truth under a .»»as»»»-
iminn" (PuL X pp. X*Y-44o).

"The accused or the witness, nm legiiimaiely pnes-
rwm ii by the jntae. may swear that he is ignorant of
the tifoe, when fo fort he knows it; meanfog to him-
a«rffthat he ss rnin—~* of acrime which mgit be inquired
issa Vtg-- Tr»=. j ur that does nm know that he is
ob&ged U» answer (VoL X pp. Sb-X6éi. _le a trial, if the
CTimr Sc i»r» - to others, the wvia-ss may. and
ietjiMba resiiiy ¢»»* the re-izre: Xss noe it.
And the accused may do the same a there is um sa*-
cdent proof to omriet hmn. If the accused peraoa or
a party to a coaxrac3 sassali Oeceive by xe evanr«xaX
«lath, he may receive xasoifcrasiB. hecanre such an oath
(which cannm be culled perjury!l doeo not sm against
commutative jnstice. but »gainst the Segai obntirare

to the judge whose duty to befog «Mt the troth

is transiury xnd <exasts only whiie ho is making his is-
terrecxioraés The acdcsed. even wben legn”~iaxely
foterrogHed. may deny the esime under oath if Us
WKQIS bnxg grexx evi Liz* (Vol. X h

SCI).

42)W bet the Caibobc preesis etana up at borne and
6=c the Secures stane. We did noe hegm the Uhl
I rl 7<- tbean. but ignored their B.~represeataian.» and
aburrir amfl focbeaianee reused to he a vtrtue.

Ours is the oahr dag that has in reality writ-
teu upren it: Lahesty. Fraternity, Equality—the
three grandes» urvilis in all the languages of
men.—IneersoU.

. garding this contention Judge Waite,

A Critical Review and Analysis of the Evidence
of His Existence.

BY JOHN E. REM9BURG.

CHAPTER XI.
Sources of the Christ Myth—Pagan Divinities.

McClintock and Strong's Cyclopedia™ notes
the following events in the history of Krishna
which correspond with those related of Christ:
“That be was miraculously bom at midnight ot
a human mother, and sainted by a chorus oi
Devalas fangels] : that he was cradled among
cowherds, during which period of life he was
persecuted by the giant Kansa, and saved by
his mother's Hight: the miracles with which his
lite abounds, among which were the raising of
the dead and the cleansing of the leprous™ «Art.
bk r*shn31.

The celebrated missionary and traveler. Pere
Hue. who made a journey of several thousand
miles through China and Thibet, says “If we
addressed a Mogul or Thibetan this question.
Who is Krishna? the reply was instantly. The
savior of men."" “All that converting the Hin-
«loos to Ou ksiianity does KM them, says Robert
Cheyne, “is to change the object of their worshilo
from Krishna to Christ” Of Krishna's gospel.
the “Ehagavad-Grta. ' “Appleton’'s Cyckpedia”
says: “lIts ccrrespondence with the Xew Testa-
meat is mdeed striking.

The paral3es between Krishna and Christ to
be iound m tbc Hindeto scriptures and the Chris-
N3y Gospds are too numerous and too exact to
be accidentaLL The '.egenes of the one were bor-
rowed trom the other. It is admitted by Chris-
ran scholars that Krishna lived many centuries
before Christ. To admit the priority of the
Krishna legends is to deny, to this extent, the
originality of the Gospels. To break the force |

the logical conrinsaou to be <« mtrom this |
some argue that while ICrishna himself antedated |
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nights and days.” He had a “band of disciples”
who accompanied him. He traveled from place
to place and “preached to large multitudes.”
Bishop Bigandet calls his first sermon the “Ser-
mon on the Mount." At his Renunciation "he
forsook father and mother, wife and child.” His
mission was “to establish the kingdom of right-
eousness.” “Buddha.” says Max Muller, "prom-
ised salvation to all ; and he commanded his dis-
ciples to preach his doctrine in all places and to
all men." *“Self-conquest and universal charity"
are the fundamental principles of his religion.
He enjoyed humility, and commanded his follow-
ers to conceal their charities. ““Return goorl tor
evil : *overcome anger with love : *love your
enemies."” were some of his precepts.

Buddha formulated the following command-
ments: ““Not to kill; not to steal; not to lie; not
to commit adultery; not to use strong drink."
Christ said: “Thou knowest the commandments,
do not commit adultery ; di» not kill ; do not steal ;
do not bear false witness; honor thy iather and
thy mother < Luke xviii. 20». Christ ignored the
Decalogue of Moses and. like Buddha, present-
ed a pentade which, with the exception of one
commandmenx is the same as that of Buddha.

Prof. Seydei. of the University of Leipsic,
points out fifty analogies between Christianity
and Butldhism. Efr. Schleiden calls attention to
over one nunureri. tiarvn riaruen-tliexey says.
“Ccunriess analogies exist lbetween the Buddhis-
tic and Christian legends—-analogies so striking
that they forcibly prme tO an impartial mind
hat a common origin musi. necessarily be given

the teachings of Sakav-Muni and those of

Concerning the bi graphical accounts of the
two rehgioas teachers Baron Hi«Jcey says: “One
account must necessarilv be a copv of the other.
and since the Btiuthi .. ovragncr, b 11g long
before the birth ot vhrist, could not have bor-
rowed trom the Christian one. the plain iinfer-
cocc is timi ibe eary creed-mongers of Alex-
2LUXTA WCTU fililiV of an act oi Dlairiarism." The
following are some of the parallels presented by

T

Christ, she legends concerning him are of later | this writer:

origin and borrowed trom the Evangelists. R;]e_-
in his
"History of the Christian Religion." says: “Here
Then, we_ bave a*e oeber ret™aon.aad xae cu«icx
god. This, in the absence of any evidence <m
the other side, ought to settle the question. To |
assume without evidence that the oWer religion |
has been interpoiaxed ¢;rom the later, and that |
the legends of the older hero have been made
to cooiecm to the history of a later character. |
Is worse than illogical—it is absurd.”

Sir William Jones, one of the best Christian |
authorities on Sanscrit literature, and the trans-
later of the “Bhagavad-Gita." says: “That the |
Tate- of Krishna, and the general outline of his |
history, were Ic-ng anterior to the birth of our

- Savier. and probably to the time of Homer [950

B. C1]. we know very certamly” (Asiane Re-

Buddha.

The ninth mearnafion of Vishnu was Buddha.
The word Buddha, like the word Christ, is no: a
name, but a ride. It means “the enlightened one™
The name of this religious fcunder was Sid- '
dhartha Gautama. He was born about 043 B. C, |
and died >03 B. C His mother. Mahamaya. was |
avirgin. Dean Milman, in his “History of Chrxsn
rianity,” says: “Budh, according to a tra*hriou
known m the W est. was txxt ot a \nrgm '\ oi. I. |
p. 99, note). Devaki. Mary, and Mahamaya, all |
gave birth to their children xmong strangers. |
Krislma was bora in a prison. Christ in a stable. |
and Buddha in a garden. "Werner's Encyckpe-
dia." in its article on Buddha, speaks of “the mar- |
vdous stories which gathered round the belief
in his voluntary incarnarion. the miracles at his
birth, the prophecies of the aged saint at his |
formal presentation to his father, and how nature |
altered her course to keep a shadow over his |

I

| cradle, whilst the sages fnxn afar came rad wor-

* -

shiped him."

The “Tripitaka,” the principal Bible of the |
Buddhists, containing the history and teachings |
of Buddha, is a collection of books written in the
centuries immediately following Buddha. The
canon was finally determined at the Council oi |
Pataliputra. held under the auspices of the Em-
peror Ascka the Great. 244 B. C-. more than ré»
years before the Christian canon was established.
The “Lalita Vistata." the sacred bock of the
Northern Buddhists, was written long before the
Christian era.

Buddha was “about 30 years old" when he be-
gan his xninistrv. He fasted "seven rimes seven

Both have genealogies tracing their descent
I from ancestral kings.
Both were horn ot virgin mothers.

f AEruoe messenger
The hymns urrereJ at rhe two annunciations
resemb.’e each other

Beth were visited by wise men who brought
them gifts.

Both were presented in the temple.

The aged Simeon of the one account corre-
sponds to the aged .Asita of the other

As “the child (Jesus! grew and waxed strong
in spirit." so “the child Sakay-Muni» waxed and
increased in strength."

Both w childhved discoursed before teachers.

Beth tasted in the wilderness.

Both were tempted.

Angels or devaras ministered to each.

Buddha bathed in the Xarajana. and Christ
was baptized in the Jordan.

The mission of each was proclaimed by a voice
hum heaven.

Both performed miracles.

Both sent out disciples to propagate their
faiths.

In .railing their disciples the command of each
nix “Follow me.

Bwidha preached on die Holy Hill, and Christ
delivered his sermon on the Mount.

The phraseok-gy of the sermons of Buddha and
the sermon ascribed to Christ is. in many in-
stances. the same.

Both Buddha and Christ compare themselves
to husbandmen sowing seed.

The story of the prodigal son is found in both
Scriptures.

The account of the man born blind is common
to be.th-

in both die mustard seed is used as a simile
for littleness.

Christ speaks of “a foolish man. which built
his house upon the sand": Buddha says. “Perish-
able is the city built of sand.”

Both speak of “the rain which falls orrthe just
and on the unjust.”

The story of the ruler. Nicodemus, who came
to Jesus by night, has its parallel in the story of
the rich man who came to Buddha by night.

A converted courtezan, Magdalena, followed
Jesus, and a converted courtezan, Ambapali. fol-
lowed Buddha.

Thhere is a legend of a traitor connected with
each.
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Both made triumphal entries, Christ into Jeru-
salem, and Buddha into Rajagriba.

Both proclaimed kingdoms not of this world.

The 'eternal life promised by Christ corre-
sponds to the eternal peace, Nirvana, promised
by Buddha.

Both religions recognize a trinity.

The Motto on Coins.

I do not believe | stand alone among Free-
thinkers when | say | am glad that the motto,
“In God we trust,” was reinstated on American
coins. The motto is in accord with average
American ideals: in accord with our sweat shops,
our child-labor factories, and our tenements; in
accord with our -saloons, our hotels, and our
gambling holes; in accord with our great church
palaces, built for the glory of aerial beings, while
the workmen dwell in hovels and attics, and eat
the bread of charity; in accord with our great
institutions for the ministering of dope; in ac-
cord with jail and chain-gang for small thieves,
and social honors for big ones; in accord with
the cunning of fakirs and the ignorance of the
masses. We can afford to wait. When our gov-
ernment shall be by and for the toiler, rather
than the exploiter; when it shall have washed
its hands of profit from the liquor traffic; when
it shall set the nations of the world an example
in economical and righteous governing, rather
than vie with the extravagance of European
autocracies, it will be time to erase the motto

of superstition from our coins.
JULIA C. COON.

Instinct and Reason in Animals.

It was impossible for life to reason abstractly
until speech was developed. Equipped with
words, with tools of thought in short, the slow
development of the power to reason in the ab-
stract went on. The lowest human types do*
little or no reasoning in the abstract. With every
word, with every increase in the complexity of
thought, with every ascertained fact so gained,
went on action and reaction in the gray mat-
ter of the speech-discoverer, and slowly, step by
step, .through hundreds of thousands of years,
developed. x\xe. power of. reason. Vla.ce a. Honey-

bee in a glass bottle.
bottle toward a lighted lamp so that the open
mouth is" away from the lamp. Vainly, cease-
lessly, a thousand times, undeterred by the
bafflement and the pain, the bee will hurl him-
self against the bottom of the bottle as he
strives to win to the light. That is instinct:
Place your dog in a back yard and go away. He
is your dog. He loves you. He yearns toward
you as the bee yearns toward the light. He lis-
tens to your departing footsteps. But the fence

is too high, Then he turns his back upon the
direction in which you are departing, and runs
around the yard. He is frantic with affection
and desire.. But he is not blind. He is observ-
ant. He is looking for a hole under the fence,
or through the fence, or for a place where the
fence is not so high. He sees a dry goods box
standing against the fence. Presto! He leaps
upon it, goes over the barrier, and tears down
the street to overtake you. Is that instinct?
When a dog exhibits choice, direction, control,
and reason; when it is shown that certain men-
tal processes in that dog’s brain are precisely
duplicated in the brain of man; and when it Is
proved that every action of the dog is mechani-
cal and automatic—then, by precisely the same
arguments, can it be proved that the similar ac-
tions of man are mechanical and automatic.
Though you stand on the top of the ladder of
life you must not kick out that ladder from un-
der your feet. You must not deny your rela-
tives, the other animals. Their history is your
history, and if you kick them to the bottom of
the abyss, to the bottom of the abyss you go
yourself. By them you stand or fall. What you
repudiate in them you repudiate in yourself—a
pretty spectacle, truly, of an exalted animal striv-

Ing to disown the stuff of life out of which it

was made, striving by use of the very reason that

was developed by evolution to deny the processes
of evolution that developed it. This may be
good egotism, but it is not good science—Jack

London.

A Child’s Definition of Heaven.

When asked by a grown-up what heaven was
he replied: “It's the roof of the garden.” You
will see by comparing this answer with the first
chapter of Genesis that he was as well posted
in cosmology as the Holy Ghost.—La Pensée,

Turn the bottom of the ! Y

FROM THE FOREIGN EXCHANGES

Translations Made for The Truth Seeker by
F. E. Chandler, M.D., D.O., Boston, Mass.

The Secrets of the Confessional. .
Under the above title a Roman pager, Il Cittordina,
has published the following, which it guarantees as ab-
solutely authentic: “There lived in a little town of
Sgcn%/ a priest who, finding that he had more time on
his hands than he could reasonably occupy, hit upon
the idea of keeping a diary in which he entéred scrupu-

lously all the facts heard 'in the confessional. One fine
day, Jjust as he was ]playmﬁ_a gﬁme of cards with the
apothecary, he fell from his chair, dead. His heirs

hastened to divide his ready money, sold his home and
vineyard, drank up all the wine in"his cellar, and then,
before leaving, disposed of all his papers to the wllage
grocer. A new priest arrived to take the place of the
old one, and things were soon going on In their old
routine. Nevertheless, the papers of the late priest
soon commenced to get into circulation through being
used as wrapping paper for ham, cheese, butter, sar-
dines, etc. he first who discovered the whole con-
tents of the packages was the apothecary. He was
just eating his dinner when he suddenly called out:
Great heavens! what do | see here? The printer’s
wife has been intriguing with the police lieutenant, and
the school mistress has been familiar with the justice
of the peace!” The apothecary and his wife left their
dinner on the table, dressed themselves hurriedly and
hastened to the clubhouse. On their way they noticed
that there was an unusual excitement in the streets,
while the clubhouse appeared to be the headquarters
of a revolutionary committee. )

“Cries of ‘traitor,’ ‘liar,’ ‘hypocrite,” ‘you will suffer for

that’ were easily heard from the street. When the two
visitors entered” they almost fainted from fright. The
steward sprang at the apothecary’s throat, yelling: ‘So!
on my wedding day you put rhubarb in the vermouth
did you? ‘You wretch! cried the wife of the village
physician, seizing the apothecary’s wife by the hair,
It'was you, then, who always kept my husband out so
late?” And the four combatants rolled about on the
floor, exchangmg_ blows and epithets, while the whole
room was_speedily changed into a free-for-all battle
ground. The police were hastily summoned, but the
sergeant of the squad immediately got into a fight with
the proprietor of the tobacco shop, always on account
of these infernal papers. ]
_ “It would be difficult to describe all that followed; the
judge received one hundred and thirty charges plus a
slap in the face given him by the husband of the school
mistress; the police lieuténant was cashiered; the
apothecary divorced his wife; the mayor and all the
councilmen were forced to resign_and a number of
widowers had the words ‘faithful ‘wife' cut off the tomb-
stones erected to their late lamented spouses. The
only one who was not affected by the hubbub was a law-
/er'who, as a_Freethinker, had never gone to confes-
sion. He profited by the occasion to_hold an anti-re
ligious lecture, which was so well received that he was
soon afterwards elected mayor.”—La Pensee.

. Results, of Religious instruction.

A writer, discussing religious education in the “Bres-
cia Nuova,” compares the crimes committed in the
province of Brescia (Northern Italy), where the working
classes are almost wholly under the thumb of the
priests, with those committed in the provinces of Man-
tua and Reggio (Emilia), the most anticlerical of Italy.
To 100,000 “inhabitants:

Murders: -
Reggio (Emilia) 4
Mantua 3
Brescia 20
Violence, fights, etc.:
Reggio 47
Mantua 141
Brescia 222
Robberies, holdups, etc.:
Reggio ..ccoocvvveieeene 95
Mantua ................... 131
Brescia ....cccooeveeviiiiiiiiiis e e ceeenaana. 222
These fl?ures are taken from_the official report and
demopstrate the value of religious instruction in the
schools.—L’Asino.

Lift Ui)_ Your Eyes.

I once asked an intelligent young girl, who had but
lately left a convent school, “What were you taught in
that’place?” *“To cast down your eyes,” was the Taugh-
ing answer. How much does this “answer tell us? "It
suggests a world of thought. ]

In our place we would have said, “Lift up your eyes.”
Lift up %our eyes on the universe which’ surrounds
you. Ask that 1t explain its mysteries. Lift up your
eyes on society. Study the good and bad aspects of it
and take your part in all the joys and sorrows of hu-
manity. Lift up your eyes and éxamine science, which
has set free intelligence, the source of pureet joys.
Lift up your eyes and consider well your own epoch that
you have been taught to hate and which is in reality an
age marvelous in successful endeavor in all dominions
of thought. Open your eyes wide, without hypaocrisy.
In the Secular school the heads are carried high and
the eyes are kept wide open.—Prof. Canti in L’ASIno.

Christian Charity.

. The city of Bournemouth, England, has a charitable
institution composed of a hospital and an old men’s
home. This hospital also receives misguided girls at
the approach_of childbirth. Bournemouth has also a
priest, the Rev. Father Wilcox. This “gentleman”
wrote the following letter to the hospital authorities:
“Let these creatures suffer at home and at their own
expense, getting their friends to furnish what they
need. To shelter and nourish them is only to encoura%e
their shameless conduct. These creatures deserve to
suffer and should not be allowed to enter the hospital.
By what rlght are the taxpayers forced to encourage
their infamy? We should not be obliged to pay for suc
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vile beings. | hope that means will be found to put an
end to this crying evil among these females and to
prevent the taxpayers' money being put to bad use.”

This brutal lettér raised a great uproar in the papers.

The “John Bull” made this simple comment on the
case: “I should very much like'to meet that chap with-
out witnesses-some evening when | am taking my dog
out for an airing.”—Le Soir.

Defect in a Miracle.

A German Catholic paper brings us the news of a
frightful sacrilege followed by its well-merited punish-
ment,

This is supposed to have happened near Dusseldorf.
Soine_students succeeded in obtaining one of the holy
biscuits commonly known as a consecrated wafer.
This they dropped in a drinking horn full of beer, which
was pasSed around the table.  But, horrible to relate,
they suddenly perceived that the fluid had turned black.
This was noft the end of it. Every one of the misguided
students who had partaken of "this sacrilege turned
black aS a negro the very same evening! = The only_ de-
fect about this yarn is that the whole thing is a pious
lie.—La Pensee. - )

A “Call-down” for the Child Jesus.

An old woman who for years had begged at the door
of a church where there was a miraculous image of the
Virgin and child, prayed every evening that the race
of fools who contributed so generously to her support
should not become extinct. A curate” who chanced to
overhear her was greatly scandalized, and wishing to
frighten her called reproachfully, imitating a child’'s
voice:- “Are you not ashamed to importune my mother
for_such an unchristian thing as that?” )

The old woman cast a frightened glance at the child
Jesus, but gmme(_jlateli recovering herself, said: “You,
you little imp, just keep your mouth shut while |
am talking with your mother.”"—Freidenker, Milwaukee.

. The Papacy in America. ] .
A cartoon in L'Asino shows the ?ope_ reaching with
both hands for Uncle Sam, who is sleeping, surrounded
by money bags. The text reads: “Seeing that in Eu-
rope the [Ejzople have finally opened their eyes, let us
go to the United States, whére we will find folks asleep,
and also many dollars. )
Another cartoon in the same paper shows Pius X
talking with a young lad: “Bravo, bravo, James. Give
your uncle, the’ cardinal, m7y best wishes. Has he told
you what he wished of me?”
“Certainly, your Holiness!
that he cari bécome pope!”

1

He wishes you to die so

Comstock's Seizure of Anti-Clerical Papers.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker: Referring to
Anthony Comstock’s seizure of allegﬁd sacrilegious mat-
ter, you might have gone a step_farther, and emphasized
the Tact that even had the antll-%lerlcal papers contain-
ed an attack on the memory*'of Jesus, the Nazarene,"
the publication and sale of such matter could constitute
no offense against the laws of New York; and Mr. Com-
stock’s act in forcibly entering and ste_ahng such prop-
erty was at least a gross civil frespass, if not an obvious
act of ?rand larceny, for which he should have been
promptly arrested and indicted. Mr. Comstock’s indefi-
nite powers certainly do not give him the right to steal’
documents of any hature he may choose, which pal-
ably fail to come_under the statute against what is
ermed “obscene” literature. It is a pity that so many
victims of his outrages are too ignorant of their rights
or too weak and cowardly to take an aggressive posi-
tion, and bring action against him for his lawless con-
version_of their property. A few such suits would
teach him a much needed lesson, and would do much to
remove the senseless reign of terror created by the
vague_notion that this arrogant censor is clothed with
unlimited authority. Such ridiculous and cowardly sur-
renders as that of the Art Students' League rob others
of the courage to stand up for their rights. In the case
of the anti-clerical matter, however, the attorney for the
bookseller informed me that the seizure included a
quantity of lottery tickets and _other matter clearly
within ‘the law, which rendered it necessary to plead
guilty. With his usual dishonesty, Mr. Comstock sup-
presSes the fact that the Court explicity ruled that the
anti-clerical matter was not within the law, and could
not be considered even by way- of aggravation. Mr.
Comstock has shown his own hand as a deadly enemy
of religious liberty; but he has not yet succeedéd in per-
suading any court to pervert law and justice for this
monstrous purpose. JAMES F. MORTON, JR.

New York, Oct. 22, 1908.

Left-Handed Praise.

The Rev. W. T. Dixon, pastor of the Concord Baptist
church in Brooklyn, wished to compliment the police on
their recent activity against burglars in the neighbor-
hood, so he sent a letter to Captain O'Brien of the
Flush_mcly avenue station referring that officer to Psalm
cxxvii, 1, which reads: . )

“Except the Lord build the House, they labor in vain
that build it; except the Lord keep the City, the watch-
man waketh but in vain.”

Captain O'Brien must feel as well rewarded as does
the physician who has pulled a patient through a crisis

and then hears the sufferer say, with an” indulgent
smile: _“Ah, doctor, Nature is a great healer, after all.”
—Evening Sun.

The sixth edition of Judge Waite’s “History of
the Christian Religion to the Year 200" is out.
We have filled deferred orders received at this
office and will attend promptly to all that may
follow. The book is unique. It has a field to
itself, and is a necessity to one who would know,
swithout consulting the libraries of the world,
all about the beginnings of Christianity and the
sources of the gospels and other New Testament
writings. The price is $2.50.



Minor Editorial

Oliver Wendell Holmes repudiated the
doctrines of John Calvin and could see
no reason why he should respect the
man who murdered a brother in his
(Holmes’s) profession, the good Dr. Ser-
vetus. That sufferer through Calvin’s
bigotry was a Unitarian, like the editor
of Unity of Chicago, and yet this editor
says there is “a special reason” why re-
ligious Liberals should cooperate in the
undertaking which looks to the rear-
ing of a monument to Calvin in Geneva.
As to the monument to Servetus, which
the Liberals, of Geneva wish to erect,
Unity has this to say:

“It seems necessary to say that the
projected Servetus monument for Gene-
va, for which appeals have recently been
issued by ex-Senator Dide and associates,
meets with the strong’ disapproval of our
International Committee. It would be an
unnecessary duplication in that city. Its
motives are not above suspicion. ~It is
universally condemned bY our liberal al-
lies in Europe, and, finally, the city au-
thorities of Geneva have réfused to grant
it a location.”

A strange way Unity has of promoting
religious liberalism—this cooperating to
build a monument to a murderous relig-
ious bigot, while strongly disapproving of
a memorial to his most conspicuous vic-
tim, himself a religious liberal.

The Princess Kropotkin,’a member of
the Russian nobility and a lady of great
intellectual attainments, promises to
visit America in January next. This
brings the- immigration authorities face
to face with a serious problem, for the
princess professes herself to be an
Anarchist, and while not an advocate of
“propaganda by deed,” is still opposed to
organized government. Her husband is
also .an Anarchist, and, like Count Tol-
stoy, would be turned back- at Ellis Is-
land by the Exclusion act. The KTO-
potkins, who are- exiles from Russia,
have lived in London for sthe past twenty
years. The prince is a well-known and
respected author and man -of science,
while the princess is almost as gifted
as her husband, .having taken degrees
at the universities of Paris and Geneva
and being a contributor to several re-
views and periodicals. The American
friends of the princess say that she will
most certainly write herself down an
Anarchist in the blank which foreigners
are required to fill out. The immigra-
tion authorities, however, are expected
to recognize the difference between her
sort of anarchism and that of John Turn-
er, who was excluded a few years ago.

Among Yale'sd new class 6f 385 men
to be graduated in 1912 there are 106
who are not church attendants; This is
28 per cent, or more than one-féurth, of
the whole number in the class. Last
year only 20 per cent of the class were
non-church members. So far as this year’s
entering class is concerned, Yale seems
to have a leaning to Episcopalianism,
for there are nearly twice .as many of
that denomination as of any other. That
some Catholics still prefer unsectarian
colleges is shown by the fact that 19
of the class are Romanists—as many as
there are of Methodists. It is to cap-
ture the youths who are connected with
no church that Young Men’s Christian
Associations are. attached to colleges.
Membership is one of these passes for
the discharge of “religious duties,” al'
though the member may have no fur-
ther use for the association than the
privilege of its gymnasium.

The orthodox press is always shocked
into sermonizing by immorality that is
out of the ordinary. The everyday im-
morality of the priesthood aud laity es-
capes its notice. One of these hypocriti-
cal sheets is “called down" by the Lon-
don Freethinker in the following terms:
"The Dally Chronicle ‘special corre-
spondent’ at Bridgwater unblushingly
relates that he followed Messiah Smyth-

The Truth Seeker. — October 31, 1908.

Note and Comment

Pigott's motor-car for miles and defeated
all the reverend gentleman’s efforts to
shake him-off. Such an act is sheer val-
gar insolence. The excuse is that the
Messiah is a religious impostor. Bat
are there so few of that species in Lon-
don that all these tricks must be played
to 'expose’ one at Spaxton? There are
plenty of religious impostors amongst
the religious sects which the Chronicle
chiefly represents. Why not give them
a turn? As to Smyth-Pigott’s ‘immor-
ality,’ we suggest that it is not such a
peculiar phenomenon in Christian Eng-
land as to call for columns of indignar
tion.”

A movement for a reconciliation be-
tween the Quirinal and the Vatican—
that is, between the king of Italy and
the pope—is said to be on foot. The
mover is Franz Josef, Catholic emperor
of Austria, who has entrusted the job
to the Austrian ambassador at Rome,
'‘Count von Luetzow von Drey-Luetzow-
Seedorf. The Rome correspondent of
the London Globe represents that both
the king and the pope are willing, and
“the only remaining difficulty is that
neither the king nor the pope can be
prevailed upon to take the initiative in
bringing about a public reconciliation.”
If such reunion occurs it will be at the
expense of Italy, for the pope cannot
without compensation forego the bene-
fits accruing to him through the sym-
pathy of the faithful with his unfor-
tunate condition as “the prisoner of the
Vatican.” That is worth dollars to him
when the appeal is made for Peter’s
Pence.

A “converted Jew,” sent to Minneap-
olis to Christianize his people in that
city, has returned to Judaism and pub-
lished an open lettep . It appears Uiat
the people he was sent to convert would
not discuss religion with him. He says:
“The Jews of Minneapolis would speak
to me and treat me very nicely, and they
would walk with me on the street, but
whenever | started on my subject they
would leave me and go without answer-
ing a word.” So he is again a Jew. We
may judge from the facts how much of
a Christian this young Hebrew ever be-
came. He thought he saw a chance for
employment as a missionary to those of
his race. He proved a failure, and so
not only gave up his mission but his new-
ly-professed faith as well. Thé religion-
ist has an accommodating conscience,
He can believe one way or another ac-
cording to which best suits his inter-
ests.

“The whole world for Jesus” is the
slogan of the Christian missionary. “All
the world for Buddha” is the reply of
the followers of that “messiah.” We read
that “the Buddhist Society of Great Brit-
ain and Ireland now has a membership
of about one hundred and fifty, with
Prof. Rhys Davids, the great Buddhist
scholar, as president. An Indian mis-
sionary, Ananda Maitteyya, is at work in
behalf of the society in England and
looks very confidently to the time when
Buddhism in its primal purity and power
will become ‘the only religion of the
West.” " There are regions where Bud-
dhism is increasing faster than Chris-
tianity, and others where the Christian
faith is outstripped by Mohammedanism.
But these religious, besides reckoning
with one another, must reckon with un-
belief, the Nemesis of them all.

A hustling Boston minister, the Rev.
Dr, Herbert S. Johusou, Baptist, has
made public announcement of his deter-
mination never again to marry a con-
sumptive person, and that at the next
district meeting he will ask the church
authorities to prohibit marriage where
one of the contracting parties is a con-
sumptive. “l am taking that step,” he

said, “because | do not want to stand
before my God as a murderer. The mar-
riage of an uninfected person with one
suffering from the 'great white plague’
means that both will inevitably have the
disease." The Rev. Mr. Johnson is on
the track of a great reform, in pro-
moting which he will do better service
to his kind than his brethren who are
most particular in inquiring whether
either of the candidates for matrimony
has ever been divorced.

“Statisticians,”" observes the Search-
light, "have found that the excess of the
birth rate over the death rate in France
is less than in either Germany, England,
Belgium, or Italy; and now the Catholics
are charging this fact up to French Infi-
delity. But France, in bulk at least, is
yet Catholic.”  Catholics and other
Christians practice a marvelous system
of debits and credits. The virtues of un-
believers they assign to the influence of
Christian tradition; their vices, to their
having discarded belief. But the small
birth rate prevails among the Catholics
as well as among the unbelievers in
France, and we may judge from Ameri-
can priests’ exhortations to fertility that
the trouble is not confined to one coun-

try.

What is this? The churches of Ann
Arbor, Mich., closed their doors on Sun-
day night so that members might attend

a play at the local theatre- Surely the |

Methodists would not thus risk the cto-
sure of the editor of the Christian Advo-
cate, who always keeps the discipline
open at the section that forbids theatre-
going. That the play was “The Servant
in the House,” does not absolve the Ann
Arbor Christians. Things have assumed
a strange complexion when it

the sermon.

If it be true that plants have memory,

then the Rev. W. H. Forses of Nevada,
Mo., should go to them, consider their
ways, and be wise. Charged with the
crime of bigamy, the Rev. Mr. Forses
confessed when confronted with two of
his four wives, but pleaded that his mem-
ory was bad and that he could not al-
ways remember whether he was married
or not. The circuit court could not find
this extenuating circumstance in the law
books, and so sent him to the neniten-
tiary for three years.

When the Rev. Dr. S. Edward Young,
who is coming to Brooklyn, preached his
farewell sermon in the Second Presby-
terian church of Pittsburg, there was
great feeling manifested by his congre-
gation, and “at the close of the services
many women became so affected that
they had to be taken to the retiring
rooms, and several of them fainted.”
The woman pays. What a field for the
clerical gander does religion prepare
among the hysterical geese!

On Oct. 21 the hymn “America’
sung in the public schools in celebration
of the hundredth
birth of its author, whom, according to
Oliver Wendell Holmes, “fate tried to
conceal by naming him Smith." We did
uot hear that our correspondent, James
J. F. Morton, Jr., B. A. Harvard, who is
the grandson of the said Smith, was ask-
ed to liberate his views on the hymn be-
fore any of the assembled pupils who
sang it.

By a vote of 168 to 78 the Plainfield,
N. J., Country Club voted Oct 30 to keep
its golf course and clubhouse open on
Sunday afternoons. Some of the over-
zealous Sabbatarians of Plainfield have
appealed to the governor of New Jersey
to order out the state troops to stop
the playing of golf there on Sunday if
it is attempted. Such tolerant crear
tures these gentle Christians are!

is thus
tacitly admitted that the play is a more
effective teacher of righteousness than

anniversary of the | Doctors of Divinity

897?
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“There ia an _increasing number of
in the United States
who have committed crimes and im-
moralities.”—Christian Advocate, New
York, March 4, 1897.

“The number of ministerial crimes is
rapldlf/ increasing."—Christian Advocate,
May 18, 1899.

THE SEVENTH EDITION.

of the book so feared by the clergy is
on sale, and when it is exhausted we shall
print another. It is called

CRIMES UF PREACHERS

and is a record of the clergy who have
committed crimes and Immoralities.
About three thousand figure in its pages.
The record is startlingly instructive and
will open the eyes of the people, proving
as It does that'in thousands of cases the
Bible and the Christian religion have
totally failed to keep even their expound-
ers from committing acts of grossest im-
morality and deeds of darkest crime.

PRICE, 35 CENTS.
Addrees THE TRUTH SEEKER.
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Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
[.I)_artment may address them in care of

he Truth Séeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

A UNIQUE MEMORIAL.

From James Francis Ruggles, Michigan.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

As secretary of the Paine Memorial
and Historical Association, Mr. James B.
Elliot, 3515. Wallace street, Philadelphia,
proposes to unite with the numerous ad-
mirers of Paine in a .memorial observa-
tion of the centenary of Paine’s death,
by meeting on June 8 or 10, 1909, at the
house, which is still standing in Bleecker
street, New York, where (to paraphrase
Abbott), dwelt brave Paine, who wrote
in Liberty’s defense; who penned the
“Age of Reason” and showed good com-
mon sense, and from whence his funeral
cortege started, thence proceeding to New
Rochelle, where he was buried, and there
hold services at the Paine Monument,
where gifted speakers will review the'
progress wrought by his. wondrous ideas,
so eloguently expressed, and cover his
grave with garlands of flowers.

The old homestead has been presented
by Mr. See to the Huguenot Society,
and Messrs. Foote and Elliot are to have
charge of the Paine Room, which is to be
filled with mementoes of the author hero.

"But what of the Memorial Association,
its promoters and accomplished results?”
mayhap the interested reader will query.
While its talented and enterprising treas-
urer, Dr. E. B. Foote, 120 Lexington ave-
nue, New York, is too well known to re-
quire any introduction to Truth Seekers, a
knowledge of the antecedents of its ener-
getic, plodding secretary (owing to the
innate modesty of the man), is not such
«common property.

10, 1849, and proud of his Americanism, !
‘Mr. Elliot is also of sturdy English-Scotch
ancestry, with just enough of French ex-
traction to make him by nature enthus-
iastic in all his undertakings.

In his casé no spiritual rebirth or con-

version to Rationalism was necessary, as
both his father and mother were Free-
thinkers, having been disabused of their
superstition through a careful perusal of
“The Age of Reason.” Is it, then, any
marvel that their dutiful son should hold
in highest esteem the mighty mind that
gave to the world the matured ideas that
worked the liberation of his honored par-
ents from the thraldom of theological
darkness? Mr, Elliot also inherits a
strain of fighting energy from his grand-
father, James Elliot, who fell in one of
the battles of the War of 1812, Moreover,
his militant qualities received an addi-
tional inheritance, in 1875, through his
marriage to Mary, daughter of Captain
Richardson, U. S. Angy. Besides secu-
ring a common school education he at-
tended high school for three years, and
now has, probably, the most extensive
private collection of Freethought litera-
ture in the United States, and of Paine-
ina, the largest in the world.

We have, -from time to time, supplied
him with several quite rare items. It-
was through his efforts that The Truth
Seeker obtained the scarce portraits of
Paine for insertion in the sumptuous pre-
sentation edition of the “Age of Reason.”

To Mr. Elliot the Association has,
through untiring, unrelenting efforts, se-
scuiBd the admittance to Independence
Hall, Philadelphia, of an oil painted por-
trait and marble bust of Paine, had plac-
ed in the National Museum original edi-
tions of "The Crisis,” and “Common
iSense,” capped the Paine Monument with
ja bronze bust, and caused its official pre-
sentation to the city of New Rochelle,
®L Y,

The Freethought movement needs to
encourage people of special qualifications
as historical writers, organizers, collect-
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ors, etc., who, like Mr. Elliot, have volun-
tarily given td the cause their time, tal-
ents, contributions of literature and cash
without commercial compensation and
with the sole consolation of having hum-
bly assisted in pushing forward the Car
Of Progress. But as “nothing progresses
so Slowly as progresé,” much toil, time,
and money are required for correspond-
ence, cooperation, railroad fares for
speakers, etc., in order to have a success-
ful and impressive convention. There
are, too, no doubt, many who, were theii
financial resources equal to their zeal
and enthusiasm, would from their own
pockets extract sufficient “filthy lucre” to
settle all bills without recourse to any
appeal to the generous portion of the
Liberal public. The great service oi
pushing to happy fruition the proposed
movement has to. be performed by some
one. Then why not every sympathizer
send in words of cheer together with a
mite of* financial encouragement, as al-
ready has the writer and others, to the
treasurer of The Paine Memorial and
Historical Association, whose officers are
so willing and anxious to patiently labor
and confidently await the good results
so sure to follow in the not very distant
future?

INVESTIGATE; THINK.
From Hannah Hopkins, Kansas.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

All Mr. Roscoe needs (Truth Seeker,
Sept. 19) is more investigation. We
know he thinks or he would not read
The Truth Seeker. Yes, there are very
serious conditions confronting us. Our
family comforts and happiness are too
closely connected with our national order
to admit of any carelessness. Wheel
yourself in line where you belong, Mr.

I Roscoe, and. you. can very soon find, out
-Although bom in the Quaker City, July / all you wish to jmow.

The Socialists
have a membership card and pay regular
dues of ten cents per month. You may
find the plainest, grandest of works in all
public libraries, and the most reliable
reading to be found on all pertaining to
governmental affairs can be gotten at
very cheap rates from the Socialist pa-
pers. Equal opportunities may be brought
about by simply doing away with the
profit system. If this country were bran
new, and there were only a few of us,
could we not live without living off each
other? Do you really want a living, all
that you need, or do you just want to
practice a tuné on the other fellow's brain
matter? Some say there is not enough
room and food and shelter to go around,
and 'some must starve and freeze from
necessity, and as a sort of missionary
work for the privileged others. We know
there is enough produced for all. Some
say there is over-production—then we
want the products scattered where they
belong. Eliminate ideas of making a
profit on some one, and there will not
be much incentive to crime and graft.
The capital invested in all concerns that
have employers and employees will be
furnished by government, under Social-
ism. The employer will get pay for every
day he works; the employee will get pay
for every day he works. What is wrong
about this? Do you not think it possible
to figure what a day’s work is worth in
any line of work? Why do you wish to
work and give some one else the com-
forts your family needs?

Try to think how' you would feel, la-
borers, if you got five times as much as
now for every day you work. Your la-
bor amounts to that somewhere in the
world. Why don't you get it? Because
you voted away your labor and it is being
bought and sold and invested to make a
profit. -If you wish to carry on a private
industry under Socialism you will have
a better privilege than now, for you will
get all you produce. Yes, there are six
million Weary \yillies out of employ-
ment now, and does it cast no shadow

on your view other than that you would
not wish to be in the Socialist party if
they were there? If they only were all
there we could do something to help
them. Why do we have tramps? The
tramp is a production of late years. The
tramp is for the use of the capitalist
when he needs him. Private capital
worked for profit made the tramps. Gov-
ernment capital will not.

Would you think it right if some thrif-
ty, enterprising, masterly, wealthy man
should come to your house and tell you
just how much food you should'eat and
tell you to eat the very cheapest kind,
and just how many articles of clothing
you should wear, and should tell you
that you must work eighteen hours a
day for this and that your wife must
work eighteen hours also? This fellow
comes all right, and you can see him if
you try, and if you have true manhood
you will stop his visits.

There will be no dividing up under So-
cialism. What is needed for operating
the government machinery will be so
used. How any one should object to
this is beyond my comprehension!

We only need to investigate to find that .

the morality and ability of many in office
now may be far excelled by even the
ex-drunks and Weary Willies in the
ranks of the unemployed.

Do you realize that women are forced
into helping make a living until they
have no time for caring for the health
and raising of their children (to say
nothing of their own health)? How does
this look to you toward doing away with
the ex-drunks and Weary Willies?
Think! Act!l  Awake!

TUBERCLE AND SOCIALIST BACILLI.
From Frank Morse, California.
Mr. E. M. Macdonald—Dear Friena:

I see there are many letters of sym-
pathy and advice to you in The Truth
Seeker in regard to the cure ot con-
sumplion. | have traveled- and worked
in nearly all of the Western State?, and
find many places in the high mountain
regions where consumption is unknown,
excepting in persons who were afflicted
with it before they came to the country.
And then, unless the case is very far
advanced, they are soon cured by the
pure air and the pure cold water from
the snow-capped mountains.

As Socialism is under discussion, |
will offer a few words on that subject.
My first introduction to Socialism was in
the winter of 1890. | helped to organ-
ize a Secular Union in Port Angeles,
Washington. A Socialist came to our
meeting and insisted that we must not
talk Freethought, or anything else but
Socialism, and said we didn't need to
talk Freethought, as Socialism meant
the same. | asked him: “Then why did
you tell the people on the street the
other evening that Socialism meant
Christianity, and that Jesus Christ was
the first Socialist?” He said: “We have
to talk that way to the church people
to get them to join us.” Since then |
have heard Socialists talk in Africa, Eng-
land, New York, and many places be-
tween New York and Puget Sound, and
from there down the coast to Santiago.
The Santiago Socialists have a Sunday
law in their constitution. | have heard
hundreds of Socialists explain what So-
cialism means, and | have never heard
any two explain it alike. There is only
one point in which they agree. All of
them that | have heard talk agree that
everyone is an ignorant fool who is not a
Socialist. Some of them claim that So-
cialism means cooperation. They
would have us believe that they invented
the idea of cooperation and have a pat-
ent right on it. Cooperation doesn’t
mean Socialism any more than it means
Anarchy. There is a colony of, Anarch-

ists now cooperating in Argentina,

South America, more successfully than

any Socialists have ever done. There

are thirty thousand of the Anarchists,
and they have ten schools and ten news-

papers. Their form of government is
similar to Thomas Jefferson’s idea. He
said: “That nation is governed best that
is governed least.” Many Socialists take
the position that the nation is governed
best that is governed most. They want
the government to run everything. Vol-
untary cooperation has been of great
benefit to humanity. But we have that
now, as there is no law in the United
States against cooperation. Some of the
Socialists propose to destroy our gov-
ernment, put themselves as our rulers,
and establish cooperation by law, which
means compulsory cooperation. They
propose to compel us to cooperate with
them whether we wish to or not. When
a man some fifty years ago took -his
whip, gun, and bloodhounds and drove
other men out to work "in che cotton
fields, that was compulsory cooperation.

Instead of Socialism, let us have lib-
erty.

FREETHOUGHT ORGANIZATION.
From A. H. Nicholas, California.-
E. M. Macdonald—a-Dear Sir:

Freethought is not an organized body,
but is the opponent of organizations. It
is doing and has done a great work in
the modern world without organization.
But now some of our wise scribes have
discovered that.it needs a centralized or-
ganization—a necessity—can’t get along
without 6ne—must be in style to gain
popular favor. And they vigorously dis-
cuss the subject in affirmative arguments
based on fallacy and assumption.

They cannot ao a more vain and fu-
tile thing nor commit a greater blunder
than attempt organization. Take Spirit-
ualists for example. For half a century
they have tried to form a centralized or-
ganization; made hundreds of attempts,
all ending in failure, disappointment,
waste of time and much money. The
main leaders in these movements’ were
converts from the churches, calling-them.
selves “Christian Spiritualists.”

There is justifiable ground for the
averment: “The so-called Christian Spir-
itualists are usurpers on the domains of
Spiritualism, trying to run Christianity in
the naine and under the guise of Spirit-
ualism.” No two things are more antago-
nistic; and every attempted fusion makes
a jargon of discord. The philosophy and
principles of genuine Spiritualism are in
complete harmony with Freethought.

Christianity is very popular and our
late advocates of “Freethought organiza-
tion” have concluded we must be like
Christians, “organized,” and do some-
thing to catch and convert them. Yes,
this is a Christian nation by statute laws
that force free American citizens to ap-
pear religious. We have Christian De-
nominations;  Christian  Temperance;
Christian Science; Christian  Spiritu-
alism; Christian Socialism; and we
would not be surprised to see our late
scribes advocating Christian Atheism and
Christian Freethought.

Our laws are, in part, theocratic, and
at each legislative session more are add-
ed to the religious codes; therefore,
Freethinkers, if organized, would be
charged with conspiracy against the gov-
ernment.

It is impossible to bind Freethinkers by
organic machinery and authority. This
is what churches have done and we have
opposed; and now to organize would be
folly and hypocrisy. Perhaps fashion,
custom, habits of thought and education’
have a preponderating influence in the
proposed scheme. They have combated
the hierarchy, but now want a similar
body to compete with e.cclesiasticism.
There is not one sound reason or valid ar-
gument to sustain it.

Freethought is promulgated and propa-
gated free by liberal truth seekers, gen-
erous teachers and lovers of wisdom. yFor
twenty years | have freely given to the
cause more than $100 per annum in serv-
ice and philanthropic labor.
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Send to The Truth Seeker Company, 62 Vesey St, New York, for these Books.

MY PILGRIMAGE TO THE WISE
MEN OF THE EAST. By Dr. Moncure
D. Conway. In publishinghis “Autobiog-
raphy, "Memories and_ Experiences’
1904), Dr. Moncure D. Conway omitted
the story of his visit to Australia and the
Orient twenty years earlier. This he re-
served for_a separate volume, now issued
as “My Pilgrimage to the Wise Men of
the East.” = The author begins the ac-
count of his travels in New York harbor,
and the first stage in his pilgrimage was
a visit to Robert G. Ingersoll, who had for
some time appeared fo him as the most,
striking figure in religious America. _He
probably met no_wisér man in the East
0i' elséwhere. The peculiarity of this
work is that the author takes a’religious
and moral view of all that he saw, and
looked on all religions with the eye of
a Freethinker who knew Christianity
thoroughly and could note resemblances.
This book is a charming aftermath of a
busy life, a notable “appendix,” extend-
|r(1jg over four hundred beautifully print-
ed pages, to the readable two-volume au-
tobiography so fresh in mind, These
charming pages carry us from Cincinnati
to Ceylon, an Francisco, Melbourne,
Madras, Calcutta, Delhi, Bombay, and the
intervening spaces are here Vvisited by
the ever alert observer, the man who in
his own life passed through the zeal of
a Methadist, circuit rider into the larger
world of universal = sympathies and the
faith and fellowship™ belonging thereto.
Price, postpaid, $3.21.

Discussions
FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. In
1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. Field wrote

an open letter to Colonel Ingersoll, with
the Intent to convert him.  The letter
was_published in the “North American
Review,” and was replied to by the per-
son addressed. Now republishéd in book
form. Cloth, 50 cents. Paper, 25 cents.

THE CRRISTRR RELISION>E) &
R. G. Ingersoll and Judge Jeremiah

Black of Pennsylvania. CIoth, 50 cents.
Paper, 25 cents.

INGERSOLL-GLADSTONE CONTRO-
VERSY. When the Field-Ingersoll Con-
troversy closed in_the “North American
Review,” the Christians felt that their
champion had been very badly worsted
in argument, and the publishérs of the
“Review” engaged the Right; Hon. W. E.
Gladstone_to” attempt to rehabilitate the
Presbyterian creed.” He wrote_a long let-
ter to” Colonel Ingersoll, to which the lat-
ter replied at length, and, it is generall
agreed, completely demolished the great-

Freethought is for all who are ready to
receive .it in every station in life. It is
not a distinctive movement; it is uni-
versal in nature and application without
regard for -sex, station, religion, politics,
nationality.

Freethinkers are no more likely to
unite in a distinct organic body than are
all the sects in Christendom.

Of all people Freethinkers should be
the! last to isolate themselves from the
great body politic; to be an exclusive peo-
ple, the favored few in an independent
society. Associations must have’officers
and leaders, and are projected for the
benefit of these leaders; and whatever
they gain is at the expense of their
credulous followers.

We cannot support a hierarchy as re-
ligious and political bodies have done.

I want to reply briefly to A. W. Lever’s
argument on Organization in The Truth
Seeker. He wants us to “show the world
that higher intelligence can be expressed
in a greater fraternity and devotion to
higher ideals of life in a superior form of
organization.” He has got the plan of
it all in his head in a nutshell and got it
figured out. It is that the Liberal society
at Washington or The Truth Seeker take
the lead in the matter—that they send
out invitations from headquarters to all
Freethinkers to join the movement—that
they temporarily adopt The Truth Seek-
er's political platform—decide the amount
of monthly dues to be paid by each mem-
ber and adopt ways and means to obtain
funds—maintain a system of management
and control of affairs, with no chances

est controversialist Christianity could
produce. Cloth, 50 cents.

REPORT OF THE TWENTY-SEV-
ENTH ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE
AMERICAN SECULAR_ UNION.  Con-
tents: _ Frontispiece, Freie Gemeinde
Hall;. The Demands of Liberalism; Con-
stitution A. S. U. and F. F.; Ernst Haeck-
el's Letter to the Congress; Prof. Ernst
Haeckel's Theses for Organization; Offi-
cers of the Congress; The Future of Re-
ligions, by Judge C. B. Waite; The Gos-
pel of Evolution in the Place of Christian-
ity, by John Maddock; Remarks on the
Sunday Question, by John E. Remsbur%;
Taxation of Church” Property, by Prof. J.
G. Kral; The Decay of Supernaturalism,
by Dr. T. J. Bowles: Sociology, the Youn?-
est of the Sciences, by Philip Rappaport;
Treasurer's Report; "Resolutions of the
Congress; Letters Received; Declaration
of Principles; Is_the Bible of Divine Ori-
Bm_? by John E. Remsburg; Buddhist

hilosophy, by Jayputra H. Grairo;
Ideal and Positive Law, by PhI|IP Rappa-
port; The Work and Aims of the Mod-
ern Women’s Movement, by Mrs. Fer-
nande Richter; Minutes of ~the Interna-
tional Congress for Progressive Thought;

Dogma and Science, by Dr. Moncure D.
Conw%y; The Blessings of Poverty, by
Prof. J. G. Kral; List of Subscribers;

Short Sketches of the Officers and Some
Members of the American Secular Union.
With portraits. Large octavo (6x9 inch-
es); 218 pages, handsomely printed. Pic-
tures and Biographical Skétches of some
one hundred " and forty Freethinkers.
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents.

_INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. Bein
six interviews with Col. R. G. Inlgersq
on six sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt
Talmage, to which is added a Taimagian
Catechism. Paper, 50 cents.

_LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. A
discussion between Col. Robert G. Inger-
soll, Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, and ex-
Gov. Stewart L. Woodford, before the
Nineteenth Century Club, of New York.
veT-batim reDort by i. N. Baker. Paper,
10 cents. < L.-.

. LORD’S DAY—OR MAN’S. A Discus-
sion between Byron Sunderland, D.D.,
and W. A. Croffut, Ph. D. Preface by R.

G. Ingersoll. With additional matter and
Egcen tpoems by Croffut. Pp. 152. Paper,
cents.

MANGASARIAN-CRAPSEY DEBATE.
Resolved, That the Jesus of the New
Testament is a Historical Personage. Af-
firmative, Rev. A. S. Crapsey, D.D. Nega-
tive, M. M. Mangasarian. Paper, 25 cents.

REPLY TO LAMBERT'S NOTES ON
INGERSOLL. By B. W. Lacy. In his

for political graft. He finally proposes
that the Socialistic system be adopted.

Right here is a good place to remember
that “Socialism is Christianity applied—
identical with it—God’s way out of the
wilderness—Christian Socialism™; so af-
firmed by its leaders. We could not
agree on “the Socialistic system.”  The
organization will not be a political
graft—it is to be a Freethought graft;
and we surmise all available money of
the graft will go into the pockets of its
officials and leaders, with nothing to
show for it by-and-by.

Mr. Lever's scheme resembles a hier-
archy very much in the main points. He
says what we need is not so much or-
ganization, but centralization; neverthe-
less he is very particular in his details
of an organic body.

He says the Freethinker is above the
level of the average man; free from su-
perstitions and dogmas; his mind is free
from tyrannical authority. However, not
so free by his scheme as he would have
us believe. The members of an organic
body are under its authority, subservient
to its* laws, principles, actions, limita-
tions.

We freely admit people are free to pay
their money to sustain it, to support its
rulers; support a fraud, a hierarchy.

It is remarkable what a jargon of con-
fusion our wiseacres exhibit in discus-
sing organization. Here is a writer who
condemns graft, yet wants a graft and
contends for it; demands freedom from
tyrannical authority, while he advocates
organic authority, similar to the church,

work  Mr. Lac¥ ]
sophistries of the priest, and shown the
silliness and weakness of his attack up-
on the champion of liberty. k
work for Freethinkers to have with which
to oppose the clamor of those Christians

has well exposed the who have read Lambert. Cloth, 60 cents.

THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTRO-
VERSY. The famous Christian sermon by

It is a good, Calonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of

the ministers, and Colonel Ingersoll’s re-
joinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents.

Ethical Works.

DATA OF ETHICS. By Herbert
Spencer. 75 cents.

FIRST PRINCIPLES. By Herbert
Spencer. 75 cents.

LITTLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE
FOLKS. By Aunt Elmina (Mrs. E. D
Slenker). Boards, 40 cents

MORAL  INSTRUCTION = OF CHI1L-
Ele)%N' By Felix Adler. 12 mo. Cloth.

RIGHT LIVING. Ethics as Under-
stood by a Student. By Susan H. Wixon.

Sixty. chapters considering from a radi-
cal viewpoint those fair humanities that
make life worthy to be lived. It will
helgp eve\r)/body. Cloth, $1. _

TORY HOUR. By Susan H. Wixon.
An exceptionally handsome and interest-
ing Book, without Superstition, for Chil-
dren and Youth. The Only Freethinkers'
Children’s Story-book ever issued. Sixty-
six full-page illustrations and 25 smaller;

large type, heavy, toned paper, broad
maggingpillustrate)a covers. "4t Pp. 224.
Boards, $1.

Works on Evolution.

AMERICAN ADDRESSES. By T. H.

Huxley. Cloth, $1.25.
DESCENT OF MAN. By Charles Dar-

ants by the Action of Natural Causes. By

| Ernst Haeckel. A Popular Exposition of

the Doctrine of Evolution in general, and

win. Cloth, $3. Cheap edition, 75 cents. | of that of Darwin, Goethe, and Lamarck

EASY OUTLINE OF EVOLUTION. By

ST T e o i Prof. E. Ray Lankester.
Dennis Hird. This is giﬁ?;//%lrti?te%f gﬂg ; ‘Iithographicyplates. In 2 vois. Cloth, $5.

old and young, being

|
yet thorough withal. EI)'he volume is well |

Illustrated,” which adds considerably to ' T,
50 cents; papef, 30 | ods and Results. :

I'lenee and Education. IV. Science and He-
_ By Ernst | brew _Tradition.
A Popular Exposition of the : tian Tradition.

its value. Price,

cents.
EVOLUTION OF MAN-
Haeckel.

I in particular. The translation revised by

IHlustrated with

HUXLEY’S COLLECTED ESSAYS. By
H. Huxley. In nine volumes. 1. Meth-
[l. Darwiniana. Ill. Sci-

V. Science and Chris-

VI. Hume. Man’s

Principal Points of Human Ontogeny and ' Place in Nature. VIH. Discourses, Bio-
g{%ogeny. Cloth, 2 volumes in one. | Ié)ﬁ{pal and Geological. IX. Evolution and
2. l

ics, and Other Essays. Cloth, per

HAECKEL'S CRITICS ANSWERED. ] volume, $1.25.

Joseph McCabe, who translated Pro-
feéssor Haeckel's Wonders of Life ($
Riddle of the Universe ($1.50), Last
I Words _of Evolution ($1), Evolution of
Man (81.20). The subjects

by Mr. McCabe, who, by
(I):ncepth$ Very ey | r !
. F.,. Professor .0 1loso a
astical Hsistory at gt. A _onn
follows: . Somé General Criticisms and
Lesson in Modesty, the Unity of

By

161], |

taken up kel’s latest
the way, wasg says:
Rev. Father Anton;{é 0. S

cclegi=

nys, are ag 't 1
a ' summarily presented.
the | to the amiable group of 'men of compro-

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION. Au
%opular retrosPect and  summary. B}é
rnst Haeckel. Translated by ‘Josep
McCabe. With three plates and Haec-
portrait. Professor Haeckel
“Readers who are interested in
the_evolution controversy, as_| here de-

cribe it, will find in earlier works a
shorough treatment oﬁm l)ﬁe VIeWSVY have

I do not belong

World and the Law of Substance, The | mise,” but am in the habit of giving can-

Evolution of the
Origin of Life, The Ascent of Man. Th
Immortality of the Soul, God, Science and
Christianity, The Ethics and the Religion
of Monism, Dr. Wallace and his Crifics,
Lord Kelvin Intervenes, Mr.
Olive Branch, Conclusion. The book
also well indexed. Price 30 cents.
HISTORY OF CREATION; or, the De-

velopment of the Earth and its Inhabit-

with headquarters at Washington, by a
body of rulers to send out their man-
dates, to direct the subjects, impose
taxes on them and maintain a system of
management and control.

If Freethinkers want to stay free they
should stay out of organizations. Free-
thought cannot be confined in the limit-
ing trammels of centralized organization.
The idea of organizing it is absurd, in
proof of which | submit my whole argu-
ment.

From James S. Casey, New York State.
Dear Sir: The Truth Seeker of October
17 was a jewel. Please send me some
extra copies. The Truth Seeker is like
good wine; it seems to improve with age,
and the last one that comes to me is al-
ways the best. The source of truth and
sound doctrine seems never to be ex-
hausted. The articles in this number by
Dr. Hinckle and by Nummus are gems,
and more to come. These articles con-
tain matters of history in a condensed
form that | have been for the last fifty
years hunting through books to find.
Some one ought to send Mr. Bryan a
copy of this paper, since he thinks it
is more easy to believe in the old
stories of mythical gods than to believe
in scientific facts. We would not burn
Mr. Bryan at the stake, as the Roman
Catholics and Protestants have burned
thousands for not believing in their re-
ligious dogmas, but is such a man fit to
be President of this great Republic? Mr.
Taft is the greater hypocrite of the two,
and he’ll probably get there. When Mr.

Inorganic World, Theel i did and _straightforward expression to

the convictions which a half century of
serious and laborious study has led” me
to form. If I seem to be a tactless and in-
considerate ‘fighter,” 1 pray you to re-

HalIockEg | member that ‘conflict is the father of all

things,” and that the victory of pure rea-
son_over current superstition will not be
achieved without a tremendous struggle.”
Price, $1.00.

Bryan was a Populist | voted for him,
but since he swallowed that Parker “gold
brick” without making a wry face | have
had no use for him. The paramount
guestion to-day is just the same as it
was in '96, "the money question.” When
the money and finances of this country
are right there will be no trouble with
trusts.

From L. A. Carlow, Michigan. E. M.
Macdonald—Dear Sir: Please send the
bust of Paine. 1 am an idol worshiper,
and Thomas Paine is one of my idols. |
want the bust to show my Christian
friends how the noted Infidel looked. The
preachers here claim that the most noted
exponents of evolution do not disagree
with Christianity. What is the relation
of evolution to the first principles of
Christianity? [Wholly contradictory
and destructive of each other. No evo-
lutionist believes in the fundamentals of
Christianity—the creation, the fall >of
man, the virgin birth, the miracles, the
resurrection of the body or the ascen-
sion. Neither does any evolutionist be-
lieve in the inspiration and infallibility
of the Bible or the pope—Ed. T. Si]

Progress.

Tis wear watc_:hin% wave by wave,
And yef the tide heaves onward,;

We climb, like corals, grave by grave,-.
That pave a pathway sunward;

We are driven back, for our next fray'
A newer strength to borrow,

And where the Vanguard camps to-day.
The Rear shall rest to-morrow!

—Gerald Massey.-.
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i CHILDREN’S CO

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON,
Fall River, Mass.

Between the dark and the daylight,

When the night is beginning to lower,
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations

That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Orchard Lands af Long Ago.

The orchard lands of Long Ago!
Oh, drowsy winds, awake and blow
The snowy blossoms back to me
And all the buds that used to be!
Blow back along the grassy ways
Of truant feet and lift the haze
Of happy summer from_ the trees
That trail their tresses in the seas
Of grain that float and overflow
The orchard lands of Long Ago!

Blow back the melody that slips

In lazy laughter from the. lips

That marvel much if any Kiss

Is sweeter than the apple’s is.

Blow back the_twitter of the birds—
The lisp, the titter and the words

Of merriment that found the shine

Of summertime a glorious wine )
That drenched the leaves that loved it so
In orchard lands of Long Ago!

Oh, memory, alight and sin?_

Where rosy bellied pippins ¢ ing

And golden russets glint and gleam

As in the old Arabian dream

The fruits of that enchanted tree

The glad Aladdin robbed for me!

And, drowsy winds, awake and fan

My blood as when it overran

A heart ripe as the apples grow

In orchard lands of Long Ago!
—James Whitcomb Riley.

N ature’s Patent-Office.

The block and pulley, or “tackle,” was
a great mechanical discovery, but Na-
ture made every man carry several of
these around with him at the very begin-
ning of creation. The most important of
these tackles is found in the eye. If |
you turn your eyes to look at the tip
of your nose you use this block and pul-
ley, which is just as perfect as any
erected on a ship to hoist sail. The
muscle which moves the eyeball works
through the block easily and smoothly,
and without friction, for Nature has sup-
plied to all of her machinery automatic
or mechanical oil inventions. These never
fail to work unless we are sick, and then
the danger of a hot-box is to be con-
sidered.

The invention of the safety valve for

steam engines has saved thousands of
lives and millions of dollars of property.
It is an invention that stands prominent-
ly to the front in this age of mechanical
progress. But Nature supplied us each
with a safety valve, which, for effective-
ness, works better than any made by
man. If we did not have this safety
valve we would not live twenty-four
hours. This safety valve is the persplra-
tive, or sweat, gland, and to make sure
that we would not run short of the sup-
ply she has furnished the body with some
two and a half millions of them. If our
temperature rose seven or eight degrees
we would die in a few hours, and yet we
could not run, row, play tennis, ball, or
even walk safely any distance without
increasing our temperature to the danger
point if we had no safety valve provided
so ingeniously by Nature.

The cup-and-ball socket and the air-
tight valve were first used in the human
body. If our hip joints and arms were
not provided with air-tight sockets we
would get too tired to continue our work
for any length of time in just holding
these limbs together by muscles. It is
the pressure of the air which holds them
in place, and thus all physical effort is
avoided. In the various air-tight joints
and sockets found in the human body
one may find nearly all the mechanical
principles involved in the air-brake or
the use of compressed air for a thou-
sand different things.

Some one exclaims that Nature did
not discover ball bearings, a mechani-
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cal device which has revolutionized the
vehicular world. But the principle is
almost developed in the ball of the leg
bone and the socket of the hip, which are
made so smooth and are so well oiled
that they slide back and forth with prac-
tically no friction.—A. S. Atkinson, M.D.,
in Harper's Weekly.

Mark Twain on the Accordion.

Mark Twain, when young, was anxious
to learn music. He tried one instru-
ment, then another, till finally he set-
tled down to the accordion. On that soul-
stirring instrument he learned to play
that popular air, “Auld Lang Syne.” For
a week he continued to torture his unwill-
ing hearers, when, being of an ingenious
turn of mind, he endeavored to improve
upon the original melody by adding some
variations of his own. But who has ever
seen a real genius succeed yet? Just as
Mark had finished his only tune and
wound up with an admirable flourish, the
landlady rushed into his room and said,
"Do you know any other tune but that,
Mr. Twain?” | told her meekly that I
did not. “Well, then,” said she, “stick
to it just as it is; do not put any varia-
tions to it, because it is rough enough
on the boarders the way it is now.”

The upshot was that its roughness was
soon made manifest, for half the boarders
left, and the other half would have left
had not the landlady discharged Mark.

Then, like a wandering Jew, Mr. Twain
went from house to house.
undertake to keep him after one night's

None would

music, so at last, in sheer desperation,
he went to board with an Italian lady—
Mrs. Murphy by name. He says, “The
first time | struck up my variations, a
haggard, care-worn old man walked into
my room and stood beaming upon me
with a smile of ineffable bliss. Then he
placed his hand upon my head, and, look-
ing devoutly aloft, he said with feeling
unction, ‘God bless you, young man, for
you have done that for me which is
beyond all praise. For years | have
suffered from an incurable disease, and
knowing my doom was sealed, and that
I must die, |1 have striven with all my
power to resign myself to my fate, but
in vain—the love of life was too strong
within me. But heaven bless you, my
benefactor, for since | have heard you
play that tune and those variations, | do
not want to live any longer—I am en-
tirely resigned—I am willing to die—in
fact, | am anxious to die.” And then the
old man fell upon my neck and wept a
flood of happy tears. | was surprised at
these things, but | could not help giving
the old gentleman a parting blast in the
way of some peculiarly lacerating varia-
tions as he went out the door. They
doubled him up like a jackknife, and the
next time he left his bed of pain and

suffering he was all right—in a metallic
coffin."

A Useful Mineral.

Salt can almost be regarded as a pan-
acea, so many and varied are its uses.

We are told that it cleanses the palate
and furred tongue, and a gargle of salt
and water is often efficacious.

A pinch of salt on the tongue, followed
ten minutes afterward by a drink of
cold water, often cures a sick headache.
It hardens gums, makes teeth white, and
sweetens the breath.

Cut flowers may be kept fresh by add-
ing salt to the water.

Weak ankles should be rubbed with a
solution of salt, water and alcohol.

Bad colds, hay fever and kindred affec-
tions may be much relieved by using
fine dry salt like snuff.

Dyspepsia, heartburn and indigestion
are relieved by a cup of hot water in

which a small spoonful of salt has been
dissolved.
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Salt and water will sometimes revive
an unconscious person when hurt it
brandy or other remedies are not at hand.
Hemorrhage from tooth-pulling is stop-
ped by filling the mouth with salt and
water.

Weak and tired eyes are refreshed by
bathing with warm water and salt.

Many public speakers and singers use
a wash of salt and water before and af-
ter using the voice, as it strengthens the
organs of the throat.

Salt rubbed into the scalp or occasion-
ally added to the water in washing pre-
vents the hair falling out.

Feathers uncurled by damp weather
are quickly dried by shaking over a fire
in which salt has been thrown.—The
Family Doctor.

Ten Commands to Children.

1. Love your school fellows, who will
be your fellow workers in life.

2. Love learning, which is the food
of the mind; be as grateful to your
teachers as to your parents.

3. Make every day holy by good and
useful deeds and kindly actions.

4. Honor good men and women; be
courteous to all men and women, bow
down to none.

5. Do not hate or speak evil of any
one; do not be revengeful, but stand up
for your rights and resist oppression.

6. Do not be cowardly. Be a friend
to the weak and love justice.

7. Remember that all the good things
of the earth are produced by labor.
Whoever enjoys them without working
for them is stealing the bread of the
workers.

8. Observe and think in order to dis-
cover the truth. Do not believe what is
contrary to reason, and never deceive
yourselves or others.

9. Do not think that he who loves his
own country must hate and despise other
nations or wish for war, —which Is a
remnant of barbarism.

10. Look forward to the day when all
men and women will be free citizens of
one fatherland and live together as broth-
ers and sisters in peace and righteous-
ness.

(These precepts are used in the So-
cialist Sunday schools of England.—Ed.)

“Howlers.”

Here are some teachers’ questions and
pupils' answers taken from examination
papers in a Maryland school:

What was the chief event of Solo-
mon’s reign? He died.

What do you call the last-teeth which
come to man? False teeth.

What caused the death of Cleopatra?
It was because she bit a wasp.
What causes perspiration?

nary glands.

What is the function of the gastric
juice? To digest the stomach.

Define idolater. A very idle person.

Define ignition. The art of not no-
ticing.

Define interloper.
to get married.

Define ominous. (1) Power to be all-
present. (2) Power to eat everything.

Define flinch, and use it in a sentence.
Flinch, to shrink. Flannel flinches when
it is washt.

What is a chronic disease? Something
the matter with your crone.

Name six animals 6f the Arctic Zone?
Three polar bears and three seals.

What is the chief industry of Austria?

Gathering ostrich feathers.—Washington
Herald.

The culi-

One who runs away

Fittings of a Balloon.

The fittings of a balloon car are neces-
sarily meager. Three important instru-
ments are carried—the- barograph, stato-
scope and aneroid. The first registers
automatically the variations in the at-
mospheric pressure; the second, a sensi-
tive instrument, registers by an Indica-
tor the slightest rise or fall of the bal-

loon, while the third traces on a sheet of -

paper the heights which are attained.
When a pilot says he has been up 6,000
feet you may take his word if he has
carried an aneroid. A map, wicker lunch
basket, sand bags, megaphone, trailing
rope and anchor comprise all that is
absolutely needed.—New York Evening
Post.

Not Alone.

The dean of a normal college, in a talk
before the student body, was deploring
the practice common among children of
getting help in their lessons and the ten-
dency among parents to give it too gener-
ously. As an illustration be told the
following incident:

The mother of a small pupil in a Chi-
cago school had struggled through the
problems assigned for the child’s next
lesson, and had finally obtained what
appeared to be satisfactory results. The
next day, when the little girl returned
from school, the 'mother inquired, with
some curiosity:

“Were your problems correct, dear?”

“No, mamma,” replied the child. "They
were all wrong.”

“All wrong?” repeated the
parent, “Oh, I'm so sorry!”

“Well, mamma, you don't need to be

sorry,” was the reply. “All the other
mammas had theirs wrong, too."—
Youth’s Companion.

amazed

Lost in Antiquity.

A little fellow who had just felt the
hard side of the slipper turned to his
mother for consolation.

“Mother,” he asked, “did grandpa
thrash father when he was a little boy?!

“Yes,” answered his mother, impres-
sively.

“And did his father thrash him when
he was little?”

“Yes.”

“And did his fatherthj~a8”.bim?"

"Yes'"

A pause.

“Well, who starteds this thing, any-
way?”

Etymological.

When one sits lonely on a log
And talks, 'tis called a monologue.
If there were two folks by a log
They’'d call their talk a dialogue;

Yet no one’s known

To call a 'phone,
As it should be, a wirelogue.
Nor is a feline spatologue
Referred to as a catalogue.
The sailors when they check a log
Ne'er call the thing a deckalogue,'
Wherefore be it my ipilogue
To finish up this dippylogue,
And say our etym_olo%y
Is no more certain than a flea.
—Horace Dodd Gastit, Harper's Weekly.

Caution.
Stick to the thing you know.

Don't forget the toil, the thought, the
planning you have invested in the busi-
ness you have mastered.

Don't lose sight of the safety—the
certainty—that the work in hand affords
you.

Don't let rosy visions of opportunities
afar blind your eyes to surer opportuni-
ties close at hand.

Don’t forsake the duties of today for
difficulties that may swamp you.

Stick to the thing you know!—System,

Why He Was Not Prepared.

On entering the stable suddenly the
head of the house found the hostler and
his own son deeply engaged with the
broken tail of a Kkite.

“How is it, William/" he began, severe-
ly, “that I never find you at work when
I come out here?”

“l know,” volunteered his son. “It's on
account of those rubber heels you're
wearing now.”—Youth’s Companion.

Youthful Surprise.
The New Minister—Do you know who
I am, my little man?
Little Billy—Certainly. Don’t you know
who you are?—Judge.
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Send to The Truth Seeker Gopamny, 62 Vesey St., New York, for these Books.

LECTURES AND ESSAYS. By Thom-
as Hean Huxley. With an Autobiog-
raphy. The lectures are on Evolution, the
Physical Basis of Life, Naturalism and
Supernaturalism, the Value of Witness to
the Miraculous, Agnosticism, the Chris-
tian_Tradition in Relation to Judaic Chris-
tianity, and Agnosticism and Christianity.
Price, 30 cents,

LECTURES AND ESSAYS. By Prof.
John Tyndall. Contains the famous Bel-
fast address, with the “Apology” for it.
Also biographical sketch, and Lectures on
Scientific Materialism, Scientific Use of
the Imagination, Science and Man, Vital-
ity, Reflections on Prayer and Natural
Law, Miracles and Special Providences.
On Prayer as a Form of Physical En-
ergy, Science and the “Spirits.” Price,
30 cents.

MAN IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE. By Prof. Ludwig Buchner. It
describes Man as “a being not put upon
the earth accidentally by an arbitrary
act, but produced in" harmony with the
earth’s nature, and belonging to it as do
the flowers and fruits to the tree which
bears them.” Price $L.

NATURALIST'S VOYAGE AROUND
;{HE WORLD. By Charles Darwin. Cloth.
2.

ORIGIN OF SPECIES. By Charles
Darwin. _ Two vois. Cloth, $4. Cheap
edition, 75c.; paper, 30c.

PIONEERS OF EVOLUTION FROM
THALES TO HUXLEY. By Edward
Clodd. With an Intermediate Chapter on
the Causes of Arrest of the Movement.
Portraits of Darwin, Wallace, Spencer,
and Huxley. Contents: Pioneers of Evo-
lution from Thales to Lucretius—B. C.
600-A.D. 50. The Arrest of Inquiry—
A. D. 50-A. D. 1600. From the Early
Christian Period to the time of Augustine
—A. D. 50-A.D. 400. From Augustine to
Lord Bacon—A. D. 400-A.D. 1600. Re-
nascence of Science—A. D. 1600 Onward.

Reviewing the present condition of the
question as to man and mind, it finally
F_omts out how the “Pioneers of Evolu-
ion” have led us “by ways undreamed of
at the start to a goal undreamed of by
the earliest of them.” Cloth, $1.50.

STORY_ OF CREATION. By Edward
Clodd. A Plain Account of Evolution, and
a most interesting one. It contains sev-
enty-nine illustrations. Price 30 cents.

THE UNIVERSAL KINSHIP. By J.
Howard Moore, instructor in Zoology in
the Crane Manual Training High School,
Chicago.. A powerful work, tracing and
exlooundlng for the first time systemati-
cally and from the standpoint of evolu-
tion the physical, mental, and moral Kin-
ships of the inhabitants of the earth. The
press notices and personal appreciations
as_expressed in letters to the author, o
this book are very numerous and enthusi-
astic as to its merits. Price, $1.00.

THE RIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSEAT
THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY. By Ernst Haeckel.  With
Portrait of the” Author. Contents: Au-
thor's Preface, Translator’s Preface, The
Nature of the Problem, Our BOdI|Y
Frame, Our Life, Our Embryonic Devel-
Rloment, The Hlstorly of Our Species, The

ature- of Our Soul, Psychic Gradations,
The Embryology of the Soul, The Phylog-
eny of thé Soul, Consciousness, The Im-
mortality of the Soul, The Law of Sub-
stance, The Evolution of the World, The
Unity of Nature, God and the World,
Knowledge and Belief, Science and Chris-
tianity, Our Monistic Religion, Our Mon-
istic Ethics, Solution of the World Prob-
lems, Conclusion, Index. .

This is an English translation of Pro-
fessor Haeckel's magnificent work “Die
Weltrathsel.” The main strength of the
book lies in a terse and telling summary
of scientific achievements of the nine-
teenth century in their relation *“to the
riddle of the universe.” Dr. Haeckel has
a world-wide reputation, and it will be

Historical Works.

A HISTORY OF THE WARFARE OF
SCIENCE WITH THEOLOGY. By Prof.
Andrew D. White of Cornell University.
Two large volumes. Cloth, $5.

ANCIENT PAGAN AND MODERN
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM. By Thomas
Inman, M.D.  Popular edition, revised
and enlarged with an Essay on Baal Wor-
ship, on the Assyrian Sacred “Grove,”
and other allied symbols. Profusely il-
lustrated. Post 8vo. cloth, $1.

ANIMALS BEFORE MAN IN NORTH
AMERICA. By F. A. Lucas. Illustrated.
12mto. Cloth, net, $1.25; postage extra, 12
cents.

A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE RE-
PUBLIC. By Charles B. Waite, AM. In
this pamphlét will be found a condensed
but complete statement of the efforts
which have been made, from time to
time, to obtain ecclesiastical control of
the government. Price, 25 cents.

FREE-

A SHORT HI8TORY OF
THOUGHT, ANCIENT AND MODERN.
By John M. Robertson. Second edition,
rewritten and greatly enlarged. A gen-
eral survey of all the forces that have
tended toward Freethought and differen-
tiation of and opposition to religions
from the earliest times. The book has
met with great favor from the more
scholarly and reliable of the general

press of this country and En(c);lan . Two
volumes. Prlce,SOSXald, $6.50.
DECLINE AND FALL OF ROME. By

Edward Gibbon. 5 vois. Cloth, $5.
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE-
THOUGHT. By Samuel P. Putnam. The
most Magnificent Work ever published
by the Freethought Press. The object of
this work is to present the Codurse of
Freethought throughout the Civilized
World for the last

our Centuries, from |

ress. The First Part of the book deals
with Freethought as a Universal Power,
as a Spirit, a Method, a prevailing but
unorganized- influence in every depart-
ment of Human Growth. The Second
Part deals with Freethought as an Or-
ganized Movement, especially in America
and Europe; and this_history is of equal
importance with the first, and should be
justly understood and the Pioneers of
our work recognized. The Portraits, of
illustrious Reformers in every domain of
Human Thought and Progress adorn the
gages of this volume. The price of this
uperb book is $5, and net for the same
amount of money can there be found
elsewhere sueh an array of facts, such
a survey of history, and such a galaxy
of Freethought. This book contains near-
ly 900 Pages of Printed Matter and about
150 Portraits. It is elegantly bound. It
is a book for the home and ‘the fireside.
It is a book to give your friends when
they ask, What is Freethought—what
| has it done and what is it doing in the
world? This is the most universal pre-
sentation of Freethought ever given to
the public, and no Freethinker can afford
to be without it. It is a library in itself.
Only one style of binding—thé best—$5.

FRENCH REVOLUTION. By Thomas
CarIEIe. Two volumes. Introduction by
W. E. H. Lecky, a Historian of Trinity
College, Dublin; Ireland. Price $2.50.

HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES.
By Henry Hallam. Two volumes. Intro-
duction by George Lincoln Burr. Profes-
sor of Médiaeval History in Cornell Uni-
versity. Price $2.50.
| HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION IN ENG-
LAND. By H. T. Buckle. Two volumes.
Cloth, $4.

HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BE-

the time of Columbus and Bruno to the | TWEEN RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

time of Ingersoll.

It is a radical Historic | By

Prof. John W. Draper. Cloth, $1.75.

Record of the Greatest Developments of i "HISTORY OF ENGLAND IN THE
the Human Race. It reveals Freethought | EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. By W. E.
as an Intellectual. Moral. Literary, Social. | H. Lecky. Eight volumes, 8vo. CYoth, $20.
Industrial, and Political Movement. It ~ HISTORY OF EUROPEAN MORALS
shows what Freethought is in itself, and | FROM  AUGUSTUS TO CHARLE-
how manifold are its influences. and. with / MAGNE.. By W. E. H. Lecky. Two vol-
what hope and promise we can hail its | ames. 1Zmo.” Cloth, $4.

future triumph. “Four Hundred Years of |  HISTORY OF THE COUNCIL OF
Freethought™- embraces the most Alus- | NICE, A, D. 325. By Dean Dudley. With
trious paqgs of Human History, adorned | a Life of Constantine the Great; contain-
with the "brightest Genius, radiant with | ing, also; an account of the Scriptural

the most splendid Poetry, rich with the [ Canons, as adopted by the Christian

greatest Inventions and "Discoveries and | Church; the Vote on ‘the Divinity of

ennobled with Freedom’s most shining Christ: the Appointment of Sunday as a

advance. ~ Nothing _can be more in-| Jegal Sabbath in the Roman Empire; and

Modern Evolution—Darwin and Wallace,
Herbert Spencer, Thomas Henry Huxley.
This book tells the story of the origin of
the Evolution ido<x In tno_works of the
ancient philosgphers_and its_ elaboration
by Lucretius; its eclipse during the mid-
dle. ages under the supremacy of ecclesi-
astical dogmas; and its renascence about
A. D. 1600, under the Influence of discov-
ery and Lord Bacon’s philosophy. It then
shows how new conceptions of the earth’s
history were su%%;este_d by the study of
geology, and of the hlstor_Y of life by bi-
ology. " It narrates the building up of the
doctrine of evolution by Spencer—who
formulated the theory as a whole the

enerally conceded -that this, probably

is last great work, is a supreme and
masterly effort. Price, $1.50.

THE STORY = OF PRIMITIVE MAN.
By Edward Glodd. Cloth, 40 cents.

THE WONDERS OF LIFE. A Papular
Study of Biological Philosophy. BI)</ rof.
Ernst Haeckel. Treating of 'the Knowl-
edge, Nature, Functions, and History of
Life. Price, -postpaid, $1.61.

VISIT TO CEYLON. By Ernst Haeck-
el. With Portrait, and Map of India and
Ceylon. “These letters constitute one of
the most charming books of travel ever [ ing . C g
teresting, more inspiring to the Pioneer

year preceding the publication of the “Or-
igin of Species"—Darwin, and Huxley.

JITYIT TIT NMIN\/ T \NW\WV/\/
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Bublished, quite worthy of being placed
the side of Darwin’s ‘VoP/a e of the
eagle.’ ” Octavo, 343 pp. Cloth, $1.

AND THEIR PARALLELS

1O, IN OTHER RELIGIONS

BEING A
Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with
those of Heathen Nations of Antiquity.

CONSIDERINO ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND HEANING.

It is a perfect Encyclopedia on the
subjects treated, containing a vast
amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not
accessible to the majority of readers, and
all the objections to the dogmas of Chris-
tianity one is likely to encounter, grouped
under appropriate”heads. No author has
struck harder blows at the Christian re-
ligion. It is the most important Biblical
criticism that has ever apfpeared, being
the result of many years of study of the
religions of anthU|¥%/._ It is _thoroughly
reliable, every fact being verified by co-
pious notes and authorities.

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL said:
“This work demonstrates the fact that
there is nothing new or original in Chris-
tianity; that its maxims, miracles, and
mistakes, its doctrines, sacraments, and
ceremonies, were_all borrowed; that its
virgin mothers, miraculous babes, courier-
stars, crucifixions, resurrections, and as-
censions were familiar things hun_dr_eds
of years before the founder of Christian-
Itﬁ/' was born. It shows that all the ma-
chinery of the supernatural has been in
active " operation for countless genera-
tions; that all the nations of antiquity
had about the same rellglous experience,
and substantially agreed as to the cor-
rectness of about the same mistakes.
Catholicism administered on the estate
pf Paganism, and appropriated most of

Sixth Edition: Large Svo, cloth, |

APQRESS THE TRyTH .SEEKER,

WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS

the property to its own use. Christianity
furnished new steam for an old engine.
Fables, like most other things, wear out
alnd Qave to be patched, gilded, or re-
placed. ]

“The author of ‘Bible Myths' has suc-
ceeded in showm%_that_ our Bible is not
the great central ftire giving light to the
world, but a collection of candles and
tapers and sparks borrowed by the
‘chosen people’ from those whom Je-
hovah, according to the scriptures, had
left in the darkness of nature.”

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE says: “To me,
thet volume is worth twenty times its
cost.”

THE BOSTON COMMONWEALTH
says: “Here we have evidence upon
evidence that there is no myth, legend,
supernatural occurrence, doctrine, rite_or
ceremony recorded in the Bible which
cannot be paralleled in some ancient rec-
ord centuries older than the page on
which the same thing is narrated in the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures. We
confess we are curious as to how the or-
thodoxies of the Christian world will
gnreet this book. We more than suspect

at they will not greet it at all, but will

be content to pass it by in fearful
silence.”

14 pages, $2.50; half morocco,

tied, $5.

62 YBB8EY STREET, NEW YORK.

Workers of to-da—to those who are still
in the van for

Dr. Foote’s New Book.
THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Popular nodical, Social and Sexual Science.

Contains a full, plain, and easy readin
treatise on “Health and Diseases, wit
Recipes,” all the average reader can
profitably learn of personal hygiene and
common diseases (including special, sep-
arate chapters for men and women); all
right up to date, and fully illustrated with
hundreds of photoengravings and chromo
lithographs. ~ Contains_also the already
opular “Plain Home Talk” about the re-
ation of the sexes and social customs in
all ages and countries, with “original
and startling” suggestions for social re-
forms; newly revised, enlarged, and well
illustrated. All is “heart to heart" plain
home_talk from a _clear-thinking, plain-
speaking, liberal minded medical author
of over forty years* experience. Nearl

a million and a half former books sold.
curious hook for curious peoKIe, and a
sensible book for every one. Answers 1,-
001 delicate questions. one would like to
ask his regular physician and yet doesn’t
want to. i . i

1,248 8ages, 400 illustrations (80 in col-
orsjl, dZS recipes. Price, cloth bound, $2
mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

WAS

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
A CHRISTIAN?

More than three hundred pages given
to a consideration of this question in
John E. Rainsburg's

SIX HISTORIC AMERICANS

Large 12mo. Price $1.25.
THE TRUTH 8EEKER COMPANY.

uman Rights and Prog- |

a general exhibition of the Christian Re-
ligion in the days of the earI%/ Fathers.
Cloth, 50 cents. “Paper, 25 cents.

A Study Course
. r-in Socialism-

The International Socialist Review
starts with its November number a
Study Course in Socialism, prepared
by Jos. E. Cohen, easy enough for a
workingman to enjoy as heﬂpesalor_lg;
thorough enough to give him an in-
sight into capitalist society that will
make him doubly effective as a
fighter for the Revolution. The Review
inCluding the Study Course is a dollar a year;
single copies 10c. Book Bulletin free. Address

Charles H. Kerr & Company,
163 East Klnzie St,, Chicago

THE CHRIST MYTH

A Study.
By Elizabeth E. Evans.

This little book is the result of in-
vestlg}atl_ons by Mrs. Evans as far back
as 1875 in a départment of Christian doc-
trine having no connection with dogmas
concerning ' the identity of Christ.” At.
that time 'she did not Know that his his-
torical existence had been questioned
thought she had, after Ion% and painful
mental conflict, given up her early be-
lief in the trinitarian creed.

Everyone interested in the truth or
falsity " of the claims of the Christian
church will find this a most helpful work.
It will not shock the most devout; it will
satisfy the most radical. It is_charm-
ingly ‘written, all the author’s points are
carefully and conscientiously considered,
and once its perusal is begun the book
will not be laid down till the conclusion
IS reached.

Price, 25 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York,
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News of the Week.

A snowstorm as big as a blizzard
struck Wyoming, eastern Montana, and
weslt(ern Nebraska the middle of Ilast
week.

Prof. Charles Eliot Norton of Harvard
University died of old age at his home

in Cambridge, Mass., Oct. 21. He was
81 years old.
Secretary the Rev. John D. Long, of

the Ministers' Socialist Conference, says
there is no longer any feeling against
the introduction™ of the subject of So-
cialism in the pulpits of ~ Protestant
churches.

The grand jury at Goshen, N. Y., failed
to find a true "bill against Ferdinand

Pinney Earle, the artist who was arrest- | caped b

ed for striking his affinity wife. The
couple are living together again at their
home in Monroe.

_The automobile race for the Vander-
bilt cup held at Plainview last Saturday
was won by an American locomobile
owned and driven by George Robertson.
The 256.6 miles of the course was cov-
ered at the rate of 64.4 an hour.

The coroner has started an inquiry in-
to the circumstances attending the death
of the 12-year-old daughter of John M.
*Goodwin of Chester Hill, N. Y., who was
attended b% a Christian_Science practi-
tioner and had no physician until beyond
medical help.

The_directorate of the United Hebrew
Charities, in its annual report to the so-
uetKJus.t made, charged the Jews of New
York "with being negligent to the calls |
of the poor among their co-religionists to
a degree “little less than astounding.”
The Jews have heretofore been credited |
with taking good care of their poor.

It is reported that $15,000 has been |
8'@0'990'. in England toward the $25,000
ail which the government of Russia de- |
mands for Nicholas Tchaykovsky, the al
leged revolutionary who has been in jail |
fop.-a year without trial, and it is hoped \
to raise the remainder in America, where
the prisoner has many influential friends. |

Broughton  Brandenburg, magazine
writer ‘and correspondent, who sold to
the New York Times the article in
which the late ex-President Cleyeland
was quoted as favoring and, predicting
the election of Taft as against Bryan,
was arrested at Dayton, O., Oct. 22, on
a charge of forgery and grand larceny.

In a public meeting in Philadelphia
the Rev. Dr. J. C. Hanna, Methodist, re-
ferred to Joseph Gilfillan, candidate for
sheriff, as a drunkard. Gilfillan sued
the preacher for $5,000, alleging slander.
The minister says he spoke without any
knowledge of the candidate’s character
and is ready to apologize. His apology
is not accepted.

The Supreme Court at Lincoln, Neb.,
Oct. 22, sustained the legality of the
.Nebraska blue laws, forbidding almost
all Sunday business transactions. The
Supreme judges upheld the refusal of
the District Court of Douglas county to

rant a writ of habeas corpus for two

maha business men arrested under a
state statute, and the prohibition of the
court becomes statewide.

Timothy White, a blind man, about 30
years old, was led into the executive offi-
ces of the White House the other morn-
ing. He told everybody there that he had
come to ask the President to permit him
to open the Cabinet meetings with pray-
er. He had only a vague idea of Cabinet
meetings, and did not seem to suspect
that they might sometimes be opened
with a corkscrew. He went away disap-
pointed.

Herbert Parsons is standing for reelec-
tion to Congress from this city. Mr. Par-
sons is the husband of Elsie” Clews Par-
sons, who wrote a book on “The Family”
in. which was a paragraph stating that
trial marrla?es might be allowed. The
opponents of Parsons have put out a cir-
cular in his district calling him the
“trial marriage candidate” and declarin
that a vote for him is “a vote for tria
marriages.”

Because the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States does not recognize God as
king through Jesus Christ, and the Bible
as the supreme law, the congregation of
the Reformed Presbyterian = church in
West Twenty-third street, this city, will
hot vote. The pastor of the church, the
Rev. F. M. Foster, explained the situa-
tion in his sermon last Sunday. The
congregation numbers about one hun-
dred, more than two-thirds of whom are
women and children.

Dr. Henry Fairfield Osborn, president
of the American Museum of Natural
History, receives word from Great Falls,
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THE PRONUNCIATION OF »?
From A. Kampmeler, lowa.

Mont., that a research party had discov-
ered part of the skeleton of the Tyran-

nosaurus rex, a prehistoric animal, in the

Bad Lands several miles south of Glas-

?ow, Mont. The fossil, which is 40 feet
ong and 22 feet h!%h, has a perfect skull,
an entire set of ribs, back bone and hip
girdle and practically supplements the
specimen discovered in the same section
in 1902.

_Thirty or
night riders, Oct.

more masked and armed
| | 5 .20, kidnapped from
| their _hotel in the little village of Walnut
| Log, Tenn., on Reelfoot Lake, Capt. Quin-
| ton Rankin and his law partner, Judge R.
| Z. Taylor of Trenton, Tenn. Captain
Rankin’s body was found next morning
by a searching party from Walnut Log
hanging to the limb of a tree on the
shores of Reelfoot Lake and filled with
bullets and buckshot. Judge Taylor es-

swimming the_lake. e gov-
ernor of Tennessee will endeavor to
bring the murderers to justice. Fifty

arrests have been made.

_Prof. Carl E. Myers of Frankfort, Her-
kimer county, an aeronaut and balloon
maker of considerable fame, has entered

into a contract with a number of paper |

manufacturers havinE extensive hold-
ings in the Adirondacks to produce a co-
ious rainfall and drown out the forest
ires which are menacing that section.
The professor will explode balloons high
in the air. This is a palpable slight on
the clergy, who could be induced to pray
for rain at a smaller price than the pro-
fessor will charge. But the trouble with
the prayers sent up by the ministers is
tthat they do not condense and precipi-
ate.

. Seventeen  English suffragettes re-
manded on October 14, the day after the
attempt to storm the House of Com-
mons, reappeared Oct. 22 in Bow street
police court, and were ordered to find
sureties for good behavior or to go to
jail. Three were sentenced to twenty-
one days and thirteen to a month, all
ref_usmc}; to furnish sureties. Mrs. Mary
Leigh, the Scottish suffragette, who has
already served two months in jail for
breaking the windows of Prime Minister
Asquith’s residence and threatening to
use bombs next time, was sentenced to
three months’ imprisonment, the heavi-
e:sttt sentence yet imposed on a suffra-
gette.

James Brady, formerly Pastor of the | ILy, Vias
of the Immacu-7 mans with their wargod Mars:

Roman Catholic Church” r
late Conception, Fort 'Smith, Ark., is de-
fendant in a sensational case, which was
taken up for trial in the Circuit Court
Oct. 20. Brady is accused by Mrs. Marie
McBride of the parentage of her ten-
year-old daughter, and $50,000 damages
are asked for alleged breach of promise,
Mrs. McBride alleged that her relations
with Brady began in New York twelve
¥ears ago, while Brady was a postulant
or holy orders and she a recently ar-
rived immigrant. When Brady was or-
dained, she stated, he deserted her and
came to the diocese of Arkansas. When
she learned of his location she came
there and became a dependent of the
riest’s, malntalnlnig a home where
ather Brady was a frequent visitor. Five
ears ago, she states, It was agreed be-
ween herself and Father Brady that he
would rresign his priestly office and
marry her. About this time Father
Brady transferred his attentions to Mrs.
Miller, the new matron of a hospital
which he had built, Recently Mrs. Mil-
ler, the hospital matron, filed Suit against
Brady, alleging that she was his wife,
and submitted in proof a copy of a mar-
riage license secured in Missouri.

Christian Scienc
By MARK TWAIN

In this great work Mark Twain devotes
himself seriously and logically to a seri-
ous theme; the result is an earnest, pains-
taking. and impartial study of Christian
Science in all the details of its growth
and church organization.

This book is the result of years of care-

ful investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s cult and
writings, and of the church which she
has founded. It is an honest effort to
answer seriously those questions whieh
the public generally has been asking
about Christian Science.

The reader will like the way Mark
Twain goes vigorously into details, writes
plain nﬂlsh, and gets to the bottom of
things. e is equally frank with praise
or censure, as the case demands. And
while his book must be ranked as the

most serious and extended criticism of
the subject that has yet been made, it
is not without repeated tinges of humor
which make it, while instructive, also

[llustrated, Crown
Uniform with Book-

deeply entertaining.

8vo. "Price $1.75.

store Edition of Mark Twain’s Works.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

Though no D.D., as “Nummus” infers,
| am not “unfamiliar with the Hebrew
and dependent upon some of the books
of commentary or instruction, printed
for the guidance of missionaries and col-
porteurs.” My knowledge of Hebrew,
acquired through several years' study,
makes me independent of such works,
while | depend upon such standard works
as the Hebrew Dictionary and Grammar
of the noted Hebraist Gesenius and' oth-
ers, as well'as, in connection with them,
on the original Hebrew text in my pos-
session. Now Gesenius tells me that J)
had two different sounds, one pronounced
with a weak aspirate “h,” almost equal
to a vowel; the other like “g.” The Sep-
tuagint writes all words beginning with
J? either as beginning with a vowel or
“h” aspirate, thus: Amalek, Hebraios;
or with “g,” as Gaza and Gomorra. But
none of these words beginning with that

letter_are ever pronounced with an “n.”
The Rev. Henry, mentioned by “Num-
mus,” is fully in accord with Gesenius
when he reads “hissus,” and also with
me, though | read *“issus” without the
preccjing aspirate, just as | say “eggs”
and not “heggs.” But Henry does not
read “Nissus.”” He also supports my con-
tention that the word is an adjective. It
is unfortunate that the other passage in
Isaiah, which | mentioned as using the
same word, and which really gives the
final decision, was wrongly printed xiiii,
17, instead of xiiii,- 17, or else perhaps
“Nummus” would have been less persist-
ent in his contention. | beg “Nummus”
to read both passages according to the
context without prejudice, and he will
agree that the form is adjectival. 1 chal-
lenge him further to lay the matter be-
fore any well known Hebraist, such as
Cheyne of Oxford or of any other- of our
universities here, which have a Semitic
department. | will yield to their decision.
Henry is right "when he campares “He-
sus” with the Jahve of the Hebrews, de-
scribed as “hissus,” “mighty,” in Ps.
xxiv, 8, for Jahve was the wargod of
the Hebrews, a:} Hesus, the Gallic_divin-
, ubantithad. Uy -0as1/1eNT R.O-
Of this
Hesus_they further Say, as_of another
god, Tentates, that he required human
sacrifices, corresponding exactly to a
wargod. But it is peculiar that both
Lucan and Lactantius, besides the monu-
mental inscriptions, the only Roman wri-
ters who speak of that divinity say noth-
ing more about that god than I have men-
tioned, and nothing of all that which
“Nummus” mentions of him as being the
exact model for Jesus of Nazareth. There
are nowadays so many models brought
forward from comparative religion and
mythology, according to which the myth-
ical Jesus is said to have been patterned
in every detail, that it is hard to choose
among them, and the idea is awakened
that the writers of the New Testament—
generally put down as fools and very
ignorant—must have been in knowledge
equal to any modern archaelogist to copy
Jesus, said never to have been existing,
from all these models, while the problem
is very much simplified by accepting a
historical Jesus, around whom the myth-
ical simple mind of his followers has,
as in many other cases of antiquity, spun
their glorifying and exaggerating stories.
It would be very good, also, to not forget
that “Jesus” is nothing but a Greek form
for the Hebrew Jeshu'a, and that Jesus
and_Hesus are mere coincidences of sim-
ilarity of sound.

A TRANSLATOR’S OPINION.
From F. E. Chandler, M.D., Boston, Mass.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

If I may be allowed to butt into the
Nummus-Kampmeier discussion, | would
say that the word wy printed in your
number of Oct. 17 can beet be rendered
into the English letters EZUZ. The first
letter is neither an N- (j) nor an | (u), but
an E. This may be the fault of the type-
setter, but the fact remains.

~ [We do not suspect the typesetter of

inexactitude. The dispute is deeper and

subtler. As Omar would say:

“A I_—Ilair perhaps divides the False and
rue—

Yes; and a single Alif were the clue.”

If issus equals Hissus in Hebrew, and
Hissus equals Hesus in Gallic, and Hesus
in Spanish equals Jesus In English, then
the question is whether the Lord strong
and mighty of Psalms xxiv, 8, is the
Messiah™ that periodically popped u
among the nations of “antiquity.—Ed.
T. SJ

Lectures and Meetings.

(Notices of Liberal meetings are In-
serted free under this head.)

The Manhattan Liberal Club. Meetings,
beginning Nov. 6, 1908, open to the pub-
lic every Friday evening at Mott Hall, 64

Madison avenue, opposite  Madison
Square Garden.

~The Brooklyn Philosophical Associa-
tion meets every Sunday afternoon at 3

o’clock In Long Island Business College,
So. Eighth street, between Bedford and
Driggs avenues, Brooklyn.

Nov. 1—“The Alm of the Socialist Par-
ty.” By the Rev. Alexander Irvine.

Liberty Congregation. John Russell
Coryell, "speaker. Sunday mornings at 11
o’clock in Lyric Hall, Sixth avenue, near
Forty-second street, New York.

The Harlem Liberal Alliance meets Fri-
day evenings at 8.30, in Fraternity Hall,
at 1)00 West 116th street (cor. Lenox ave-
nue).

Oct. 30.—"“The Tyranny of the Mobh.” By

James F. Morton, Jr.

Socie
Hall.

The Boston Freethought
meets in the Paine Memorial
Appleton street, on Sunday, at 3 P. M.
J. P. Bland is resident speaker. The
Truth Seeker for sale at the door.

The Friendship Liberal League of
Philadelphia holds meetings every Sun-
day afternoon at 2.30 and Sunday even-
ing at 7.30, at 715 North Broad street.

The Independent Religious Society
(Rationalist) of Chicago meets Sundays
at 11 A. M. in Orchestra Hall. M.
Mangasarian, speaker.

Nov. 1—“A Sunday in Calvin's City—
Geneva.”

The Philosophical Society of Omaha,
Neb., meets every Sunday "afternoon at
3 o'clock in Baright's Hall, 19th and
Farnam streets. dmission free.
Nov. 1.—*Social Ownership of Socialized

Industries.” By Geo. C. Porter, AM.
Nov. 8—“Cowards.” By Hon. E. A

Benson.

The Washington Secular League holds
meetings o?en to the public Sunday after-
noons at 3 o’clock in Pythian| Temple,
1012 Ninth street, N. W.  Seats free.
Nov. 1.—“Our_National Move.r?erWTg-

—O— i ---T>y—ITOoT. . J

McGee; L
Nov. 8.—“Immigration ~ PrTM/IHws.."---- By-

Dr. W. A. Croffut.
Nov. 15—“Do German Excel

Ours?” I_?ﬁ/1 Prof. L. R. Klemm.

Nov. 22—“The Church of Nature.” By

Richard Lew_ Dawson. o
Nov. 29.—“Socialism and Militarism.”

By Maurice Pechin.

GHOSTS and OTHER LECTURES

By Robert G. Ingersoll

INCLUDING THE GHOSTS, LIBERTY
OF MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD; THE

Schools

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,
ABOUT  FARMING IN  ILLINOIS,
SPEECH NOMINATING JAMES G.

BLAINE FOR PRESIDENCY IN 1876,
THE GRANT BANQUET, A TRIBUTE
TO REV. ALEX. CLARK; A VISION
OF WAR, AND A TRIBUTE TO EBON
C. INGERSOLL. 252 pages. Cloth.

This book has been out of print since
the publication of the Dresden edition of
Ingersoll’s complete works. There are
not many copies to be had and it will
not be reprinted in its present form.
These here offered are of the edition pub-
lished by the author in Washington in
1881.

PRICE $1.25.
Address The Truth Seeker.

The Free Speech League,

invites correspondence, cooperation, and
membership of all who claim rights and
dare maintain them.

JOIN US—HELP US.
GET OUR LI8T OF BOOKS.
READ THEM—PASS THEM ALONG.

Liberty talks by Ingersoll, Wakeman,
Walker, Schroeder, Pentecost, Darrow,
Post and others. Read “Our Vanishing
Liberty of Press” (five cents); and also
“Do You Want Free Speech?” (ten
cents) and learn

WHY YOU SHOULD ACT WITH US.

Free Speech League, 120 Lexington,
avenue, New York.



