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THE GOD OF WRATH.
A Merciful Christ the Christian’s Apology or 

Erratum for the Veng'eful Jehovah.
Each one of the great religions has had its 

own god or gods. As many religions, so many 
gods. These have differed from each other in 
many ways. These gods have inspired differ­
ent Bibles, required different sacrifices and cere­
monies, and established different priesthoods. 
But- in one thing they have been similar. Each 
has been a God of wrath. Each has been subject 
to spells of anger, jealousy and vindictiveness. 
Noreligion of mankind has ever imagined or de­
vised a god that was uniformly kind, loving, good- 
natured and just.

( -The origin of the gods grew primarily out of 
the. ignorance and fear of mankind.of the exigtej.^^pt^a preme -5-
bitsgd upon any^pijilbäuphy, nor upon>Çtl> rcvX.ie 
tien, nor upon any discovery, nor upon moral 
necessity. It was the ignorant world's attempt 
to account fpr things, Perhaps man in his child­
hood no more than in his maturity was able to 
think of anything without imagining some cause 
for It, When, therefore, man saw the storm, he 
thought of some being producing the storm : 
when he saw the lightning fly athwart the sky, 

‘ he imagined that God was the cause of it, and 
said it was Jupiter hurling the thunderbolt : when 
he saw the sea rise and fall in perpetual motion, 
rush daily upon the shores and daily recede, he 
said, “It is a god ; Poseidon, the deity of the sea, 
is doing this thing.”

When he saw the storm and heard the wind, 
he said “there must be another god for that, 
it is Boreas that has unloosed the ‘sightless 
couriers of the wind’ ” ; when he saw, night by 
night, the stars come up and go down, he sai 1 
that each one was attended by a deity or spirit 
that pushed it across the sky ; when he saw the 
fountain rising and flowing away, sometimes 
leaping above its apparent source, he said, “there 
is a deity resident in the fountain.” When he 
walked in tile forest and listened to the viewless 
wind and heard it moaning through the tree tops, 
he said, “the grove is the residence of some 
spirit.” But the aspect of nature was more ter­
rible than kind. There was everywhere about 
him the marks of disaster : disease, pestilence 
and famine lay in wait for him. Sickness came 
upon him and he spent his terrified life in the 
perpetual presence of death. All these things 
were, caused by gods. There was so much more 
of suffering and terror than there was of happi­
ness and repose that his idea of God came to be 
one of a Being of terror, of vindictiveness, of 
wrath. And, thus, through all the early con­
ceptions of mankind, God was a being of terror. 
They thought of his wrath. He was powerful, 
and they stood in fear of him.

They fashioned, from necessity of thought, 
their gods like themselves, No man can imagine 
a Being wholly different from himself or his ex­
perience. Men always made their gods in the 
image of themselves, The oriental people, whose 
dream of happiness was one of perfect rest, who 
seek oblivion, the people who think that life with 
its activities and its tods is an affliction and 
whose utmost dream of eternal bliss is the be­
ing absorbed into unthinking existence—»these
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people pictured their god as a being oi infinite 
repose—the silent, the oblivious one.

On the other hand, the people who were stir­
red with the dream of conquest, who loved war 
and its spoils and plunder, pictured their god as 
a conqueror, as a consuming fire, as one perpetu­
ally in conflict with his enemies, and whose 
ultimate triumph would result in the overthrow 
of all that opposed him and his people. But ail 
of the modern gods have been simply imitations.

* Qi*illudivi? vv<‘.|A jhltC >TVY 1Ü’

'■ > hgton has given to urn world a new conception of 
God, The Christian religion has nothing vhat- 
ever about it that is original. In all its cere 
monies and in all of its idea and conception of 
God it is but an imitation. Herr, x» everywhere 
the old law holds that the imitator will copv 

! more pearly the defects and imperfections of л.» 
i model than he will of its excellences and virtues.
The Christian religion took the olet concept'øh 
of God and in order to improve it began the 
process of elimination. It reduced the number 
of gods to one and made that one three. The 
Christian religion copied all of ita festivals an 1 
ceremonies. It was a blend between the pagan 
religions, the Jewish religion and the human» 
and practical religion that was taught by the 
prophet of Galilee.

The being from which the Christian religion 
copied its god was the Jehovah U the ancient 
barbaric Jewish people. These people were es­
sentially barbarians and savage. ГЬеу did n» 
belong even with the civilized peoples of that daj 
They had neither art nor manufactures, nor eve® 
agriculture. We know them chieiiv as they uent 
from their bondage in Egypt. a great com­
pany of slaves, with all of the degradation 
and ignorance that are incident to r>u- 
centuries of bondage. But they were stern 
monotheists. They had a vigorous conception 
of God, and we. as a Christian religion, have 
copied it exactly. The character of the Jehovah 
of that ancient people is seen most clearW in 

I the.story of the Jewish people of ancient times.
The conduct of Jehovah in the garden of Eden 

I is an index of his character. The god that was 
I the author of the scheme was subtle, cunning 
I and unprincipled- Think of a beautiful gar ien I 

with everything that Nature can produce to I 
awaken the desire, the lust, the thought of pleas­
ure in the breast of man, and two beings, in­
nocent and inexperienced, piaceri there, and a 

I command given them, without any apparent rea­
son for it. an arbitrary prohibition. There may 
have been some excuse for it, but the poor inno- 

! cent pair were not acquainted with the excuse. 
Simply this, there was the prohibition of a certain 
tree; of its fruit they were not to eat, and if 
they ate of it, they should die. Into the garden 
a subtle tempter was put. He began an argu­
ment with the innocents and said: “There’s no 
reason for that prohibition; it’s arbitrary; it is 
the misguided notion of some over-zealous re- ! 

j yours, and the fruit of every 
and be wise. ' And they ate 
ut. If that Jehovah had been 
ripie he would have sat 
with the innocents and ex-* 

e reason for his prohibition, 
people, endowed them pre- 

ш. and then the first act of 
iM»re their reason and violate 
nal independence and self-« 
w been doing that ever since, 
il this, one of the primal re- 
» to blind the eyes of reason, 
t questions, but believe, blind-* 
* saved. Question <l<mhl
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his. Jehroah is further il­
ea that he required, 
cjd, *lftin beasts, altar* 

sacred place like the 
ter house, And that wan 

They used to count the 
undred or so many thou* 
seep. But when Salomon 
rich king that he was, and 

~...s *.«* having the property of all 
iís subjects at his command, not being under 
necessity 01 working himself, never knowing 
ardent toil necessary to care for a herd and 
e it multiply and increase in value, ignorant 
ill or that, he sacrificed sheep and oxen until

they liretl of counting, and the sacred record 
says that their sacrifices of sheep and oxen con'd 
not be counted or numbered. All of this to p»easq
Jehovah.

Could anything he more obnoxious to a just 
and proper God? Could the people possibly 
have acquired any other idea than that he was 
a bloody deity and delighted in slaughter and in 
slaying things? And when he made war he car­
ried out the same idea oí slaughter. He said 
tn them: “When you go up against a town, 

; offer it terms of peace, and if it accepts the offer, 
then all of its people shall be subject unto you ” 
That is, they were to give up their city for slav­
ery ; they were to become bondmen forever. “But 
if the city will not accept the offers of 
peace, then make siege against it, and I, the Lord, 
will deliver it into your hands, and ye shall 
put every male inhabitant to the sword, but the 
women and the little ones and the cattle, the 
silver and the gold, and the spoils thereof ye 
shall rake with you for your possession ; and 
when I. the Lord, have given the city into your 
hands, thou shalt suffer nothing that brearheth to 
remain alive." That was the command that Je­
hovah gave his people.

After Joshua had made a successful ramnign 
in the land of Canaan and had destroyed one 
city after another and subjugated or exterminat­
ed one tribe after another, he gathered the peo­
ple together and recounted to them not what he 
had done, but what the Lord had done for the*n. 
And in that marvelous address he reviewed all 
their history and spoke not for himse’f but dis­
tinctly said: ‘I the Lord thy God”—and then 
he went on to tc’l what Jehovah had done. “You 
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were in Egypt,” he said, “and you know what 1 
did in Egypt, how I brought plague and pesti­
lence and death upon your masters until they let 
you go ; and when they followed you, you know 
how I drowned Pharaoh and his chariots and his 
horsemen in the sea, and then lest they should 
follow you, I placed a cloud of darkness between 
you and them by day and fire by night that 
they should not come upon you ; and when they 
sought Baalam, a priest of another god, to curse 
you, I would not hear his curse, and caused him 
to bless you. And when you came to the land 
of the Amorites and the Hittites I sent the hor­
net before you to drive out the people.”
after he had recounted all that the Lord had 
done in the way of war and extermination, he 
said in his peroration : “And- the land for which 
ye did not labor and the cities that ye did not 
build ye dwell in and possess, and of the olive 
yards and of the vineyards that ye planted not 
do ye eat.” That was Jehovah, the god of our 
Old Testament, the God that we have copied, 
the God whom they say we must worship and 
are Infidel or Atheist if we deny that he is 
God.

The later God is a modification of the ancient 
Jehovah. I have wondered if there were not 
reasons for the doctrine of the trinity to be 
found in the abhorrent character of the ancient 
God that the Christian religion has never been 
able to throw aside or deny. If he is a being 
of wrath and anger and vindictiveness than there 
surely came a time tVhen the longing heart of 
man wished another God, a different and a bet­
ter God. But they were not yet sufficiently 
strong of intellect and daring to reject the old 
entirely and make a new one. So they kept the 
old God, and by way of apology for his harsh­
ness, his cruelty, they added the second person 
of the trinity, the Christ, and I think that the 
God Christ is the Christian apology for the God 
Jehovah. But there is on the part of the first 
God the same thirst for blood, the lust for sac­
rifice, but now all the sheep and oxen of Solomon 
could not satisfy that thirst for blood. It must 
be the blood of his own son.

This has been represented as the glory of the 
Christian religion. Could anything be more ab­
horrent? Is it not a time that Infidelity—nay, 
against such a being Atheism—be given the place 
of reverence and sanctity, and the religion 
that exalts and holds forth such a God as the 
object for our love, our homage and our rever­
ence—that that worship be Atheism and Infidel­
ity? Has not the time come when it is an act 
of worship to deny that such a being is the God 
of this universe and all mankind are his children?

But even the Christ they could not quite 
separate from wrath, for the time will come when 
he will change ; they will transform that gen­
tle, loving Nazarene into a besom of destruction, 
a consuming fire, a destroying angel, a swift 
and remorseless judge.

And so they had to conceive the idea of an 
eternal penitentiaty, of a place of endless con­
finement, where God's enemies might be, and 
thus came the idea of Hell. Men did not want 
their enemies to be reconciled with God. The 
subjects and favorites of a king did not want 
their king to make terms with their enemies save 
the terms which brought them into captivity and 
bondage. Men that professed to love and serve 
God did not want those that did not to be 
reconciled with God. They wanted them to be 
crushed into the frightful eternal imprisonment 
in Hell. That is where the old doctrine came 
from. They put the same limitations on their 
God of wrath that they found within themselves.

The only way to save God to this world is 
to abandon the gods of the past. There never 
was an age, never a generation, never a civili­
zation on the globe that was capable of form­
ing an idea and conception of God that is worthy 
and adequate for the generation that now lives. 
We know mòre of the world, we know more of 
justice, we have wider knowledge than any age 
that ever lived. We do not go back thousands 
qf years for our idea of political economy or the 
science of agriculture, or steam navigation ; we 
go- to the scientists, the discoverers and the in­
ventors of today. We do not think the wooden 
plows our fathers used are good enough for us. 
We take the modern product. Only in religion 
we think that the older the gods the better; the 
more barbaric the people that produced theology, 
the more holy, sacred and civilized it is. We 
must outgrow the old gods just as we outgrew 
the .wooden plow and the two-wheeled ox cart 
and the prairie schooner. We must have a 
piodern God, a God without wrath or anger.

Men have juggled with the name 
people are afraid, because of that °
think, to reason, to speak, the Bible 
as the word of God, and its pages have . . 
alone lor a great many generations, and И a tnmg 
there is ascribed to God, it must be believed, an 
if it seems horrible and out of all harmony with 
right and justice and goodness, then we must 
¡simply say that God’s ways are not our ways, 
they are higher above us than the heavens aie 
higher above the earth ; but they are not.

Men are persuaded that it is better to have no 
God at all than to have a God of wrath and 
blood. Better to have no God at all than to 
have one who has to be reconciled. There is a 
lack of manliness about our religion. The 
thought of the necessity of mediation is the 
thought of the coward. To say a ceremony, 
whatever it may be, is demanded of the Infinite, 
to say that a priesthood, however ancient it may 
be, is necessary for a mediatory service, to say 
that the church has within its keeping and for 
its administration saving sacraments, is absurd. 
It makes God little, it shrivels him and reduces 
him until there is no longer within him attributes 
•of dignity or grandeur or nobility. Under the 
present dispensation of religion God is a second­
ary thing. The priest, the ceremony, the church, 
they are the chief things. They hold the keys of 
heaven and hell. They are the keepers of the 
•door that leads to life. They are the possessors 
•of the only knowledge of the way of salvation, 
and while the church and priesthood and the 
creeds are doing all this, God is somewhere, ab­
sent, waiting to see how well they will succeed. 
He is an absent God administering the affairs of 
the earth through his agents, his vicegerent, his 
representatives.

We are advancing. The pathway of mankind 
is ascending. It does not go down. The time 
will come when we shall be so religious that we 
shall no longer need the priests. We shall be 
independent and superior to all the theologies. 
We shall not need the church as a means of 
grace, nor its sacraments, nor its ceremonies, nor 
its salvation. Science will be the revelation of 
the new God. The priests will be the teachers 
of the world* and all that will be 
secure the favor of that -^universal, 
honor, honesty and service to the world of man.

Mother Dear and Mother Damned.
My mother was a neighbor kind, 

For hers a loving heart:
In every plan for doing good 

She took an active part.
No pain could live beneath her touch, 

And grief she knew to smother ;
The troubles quickly were forgot 

When spoke my loving mother.
She told about the angels bright 

That watched us all with care;
And then I dreamed of heaven high, 

Or flying through the air.
Though friend may smiling clasp my hand, 

And greet me as a brother,
No friend can ever be so dear 

As that encheering mother.
She sang the songs of fairy land, 

The birds took up the strain;
A thrill of joy was in the air, 

And all was peace again.
Her tone so often cheered my heart—

The voice was like no other;
I hear it yet, and ne’er forget 

The sacred name of mother.
(After the poet gets Religion.)

Now mother dear has passed away, 
Has gone beyond our sight;

Has gone, the Holy Bible tells, 
To dark and lurid night!

Believing not on Jesus Christ, 
Though doing all things well,

That mother, once to me so dear, 
Is now in burning Hell!

As mother wails in endless woe 
Where skeptics all belong,

Then shall I be transmogrified, 
And sing a joyful song!

How can I risk my precious soul,
The priest and church defy? 

Their gospel
Unless a

is the truth divine— 
black and devilish lie! 

CHARLIE CHURCH.

on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
He 

xvii, 
into

Argument.—Believe
and thou shalt be saved.—Acts xvi, 31; 

damned.—Mark 
. cast them 
shall be wailing

believeth not shall be 
The angels shall 
furnace of fire: there

that 
16; 
the 
and 

gnashing of teeth.—Matthew xili, 49-50; The abomin­
able unbelievers . . . shall have their part in the lake 
of fire and brimstone: and their torment endureth 
for ever.—Rev. xxi, 8; xiv, 11; J heard a voice from 
heaven, . . . and they sang a new song.—Rev. xiv, 
2-3 [Exult and sing, adore the King: loud ring the 
bell in praise for Hell!!
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oí God, and CENTENARY OF PAINE’S HPa-tu 
лword, to -------- МСАГН

A Proper Occasion to Celebrate the S 
of His Fruitful Life ' ln"

The year 1909 will be a memorable one fr 
the fact that it is a centenary year for the bird 
of many notable men. Among these may be 
mentioned Parker Pillsbury, Edgar Allan Poe 
Lincoln, Tennyson, Fitzgerald, Charles Darwin’ 
O. W. Holmes, Chopin, Mendelssohn, Gladstone’ 
Cyrus McCormick, Raphael Semines, Kinglake’ 
Lord Houghton, and General Joseph Johnston.’ 

Centenary exercises will be held in memory 
of all these men by their friends and admirers. 
The year 1859' was prolific in the death of men 
of note and eminence. Among them may be 
enumerated John Brown of Osawatomie and 
Harper’s Ferry ; Thomas B. Macaulay, Alexander 
von Humboldt, Washington Irving, Henry Hal­
lam, Prescott, Dr. Lardner, Prince Metternich, 
Leigh Hunt, Senator Broderick, Brunel, Robert 
Stephenson and Thomas DeQuincey.

It has been said that if five hundred of the 
leading men of a country were removed suddenly 
not only would the loss be irreparable, but the 
country would receive a blow that would be sim­
ply disastrous.

Now the year 1809, while it became il­
lustrious through the birth of men who became 
eminent, at the same time suffered from the death 
of two men who attained note and great dis­
tinction, especially from the death of one who 
was second to none of those who have been 
mentioned. This- was Thomas Paine', whose 
death occurred on June 8, 1809.

The other was Sir John Moore, who has been 
immortalized by the poet Wolfe and caused to 
be better known than even his own career, mer­
itorious as it was. Now, it is not the custom 
as a rule to celebrate a man’s death, which is the 
end or culmination of his career ; birthdays, which 
have so much significance for the world, are the 
periods generally selected to recall the memory 
of these who had so well enacted their part in 
the service of humanity.

The life of Paine, however, was so varied, 
and so many incidents are recalled in his career, 

ycai ui evm~y~'perrg|MS~c>pp<->i‘ltiH¿ Jo 
1S memory in the1 service of the world 

and humanity.
The bicentenary of his birth occurs on Janu­

ary 29, 1937, which is a good way off and will 
not be witnessed by many of his present friends 
and admirers. The memory of Paine is growing 
year by year, the more so since his career has 
been set right by Conway and others. His po­
litical services are now acknowledged by meri 
of fairness and intelligence. His religious Opin­
ion and writings are tacitly accepted or acknowl­
edged by a growing body of persons.

The time is coming when general public opin­
ion will do him justice. Even though next year 
is the centenary of his death, could it not be tak­
en note of as the end of a great life to which 
fitting justice was not done one hundred years 
ago? Probably the novelty of the celebration 
would cause considerable comment, blit it could 
not help but make known to the general public 
the facts connected with the life of Pairie as 
nothing else cotfid or would.- What say the 
Liberals regarding this proposition? We are 
confident it can be carried out and should be. 
When the time comes for the bicentenary of 
his birth, that too will be celebrated by a much 
larger body of his admirers than will now cele­
brate the summing up of his general life his­
tory. HISTORICUS.

Fewer Embryo Parsons.
The phenomenal decrease in the number, of 

theological students, so frequently emphasized 
in recent religious discussions, is by no means 
confined to America; it is assuming international 
proportions in Protestant lands, and nowhere 
more than in Germany. While in all the other 
departments of the universities of the Fatherland 
there has been an increase in the enrollment so 
marked as to lead to a revival of Bismarck’s fear 
of a “learned proletariat,” dangerous to the state 
and to society, the church of Germany is lament­
ing the fact that within the last twenty years the 
number of Protestant theological students has 
fallen from a total of 4,572 to 2,106 or 54 per 
cent—a fact all the more significant when it is 
remembered that the total enrollment at the uni­
versities during these same two decades shows 
an increase of nearly one hundred per cen|, 
—Current Literature, .............. . , .
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DUPES OF RUSSIA’S CHURCH.

Unlimited Gold and Gems for the Sanctuary* 
Poverty and Disease for the People.

Ida Husted Harper, the brilliant woman suf­
fragist, who is now abroad, is writing inter­
esting letters to the New York Sun. A portion 
of her letter datéd August 8, from St. Petersburg, 
ih Russia, deals with the gold and gem decorated 
churches of that country in which misery wor­
ships. Mrs. Harper says :

Among the upper classes who have been well 
fed and housed for generations are giants 
in stature, and one sees on the streets tall and 
powerful Circassians and Cossacks from the 
mountainous regions, but the masses are small 
and inferior, physically and mentally. Nowhere 
is this so evident ás in the churches, which of­
fer the best opportunity for studying the people, 
and if one feels a deep interest in the welfare 
of the Russians what he sees there will fill him 
with despair.

Filth and Faith.
“If you insist on going into those churches,” 

said my friend as I started out one Sunday morn­
ing, “put on a p.aii' of gloves that you can throw 
away when you come out, and don’t let anybody 
touch you, for when a case of black smallpox 
breaks out in the family all the other members 
rush to the church to pray to the saints.”

The matter of the gloves was easily managed, 
but I soon found myself in a crowd that was 
no respecter of persons. The altar is conceal­
ed behind lofty doors, and in front of these rail­
ings are placed to form a hollow square, or 
rather oblong, about twelve feet wide and fifty 
feet long, and around this the people mass them­
selves, as there are no seats in Russian churches. 
The whole audience is in constant motion, mak­
ing the sign of the cross on forehead, breast, 
arid shoulders, and bowing as much as the space 
available will allow.

Although there is continual incense burning 
and spraying with holy water I soon fled for my 
life to a more remote part of the church, where 
«•»’<» jo erompi« aware that a service, is going on, so vast is the interior of the eclihci*. r ;

Everywhere are the ikons in glass cases, hang­
ing on the walls or resting on supports ; Christ, 
the 'Madonna, ór the saints painted on metal, 
with only the face and hands visible through 
the covering of gold plate, and these are always 
Byzantine, almost black. The ikons are adorned 
with diamonds, emeralds, rubies and sapphires, 
and all day long the people fall prostrate before 
them, press their foreheads on the floor, rise 
up, kiss the glass over the face and set their 
lighted candle in front. Mothers lift their delicate 
little children and press their lips on the spot 
breathed on by thousands.

Derelicts of Humanity.
Occasionally a richly dressed woman ør a 

smartly áttired officer goes through this cere­
mony, but the masses of the worshipers are the 
derelicts of humanity, such pitiful specimens, half 
starved laborers, emaciated mothers with 
wailing infants, crippled beggars—does their su­
perstition give them a blessed relief or does it 
help to keep them in the depths of poverty and 
ignorance?

“When a man has stolen an unusually large 
amount of money he gilds the domes of a church,” 
is a common saying. No words can describe the 
magnificence of Petersburg’s churches, with 
their columns of marble, malachite and lapis 
lazuli, their decorations in bronze, mosaic, paint­
ings, gold, silver and jewels, bought with taxes 
wrung from starving peasants.

The splendid Church of the Resurrection, a 
memorial to the royal martyr, is at last finished. 
Just inside its gorgeous entrance is a carefully 
protected patch of cobblestones—they are stained 
with the blood of Alexander II., killed by a 
bomb in 1881. This church has been in 
process of construction since that time, built by 
popular subscription, and the people do not 
hesitate to say that many times the necessary 
amount has been subscribed and appropriated by 
Alexander’s sons, the present Grand Dukes.

They havì a plain way of speaking, the Rus­
sian people who dare, and they do not always re­
spect the royal blood. The memorial of the late 
Grand Duke Sergius may be seen in his great 
palace looking out over the Neva in untenanted 
splendor, while its ducal owner occupies the im­
perial mausoleum at Moscow. The droschsky 
drivers say with somewhat startling (rankness:

"We ure go miserably poor because our taxes

go to build palaces for the Grand Duke’s mis­
tresses.”

When one of these, a ballet dancer, appeared 
covered with diamonds on the stage of the Grand 
Opera House soon after the Japanese war the 
audience cried out : “There is the Russian fleet,” 
and the confusion was so great the Grand 
Duke was obliged to leave the house.

“We have a feeling of perfect safety here,” we 
said to some Russians.

“Oh yes,” was the answer; “in summer there 
is no one in town whom any one wishes to kill.” 

A Liberal Monarch Under Ban.
Alexander II. did more for the cause of lib­

erty among his people than any other emperor, 
and for this reason he has been placed under 
a ban by the present dynasty. No one is per­
mitted to speak in praise of him in Russia, and 
it is forbidden to lay flowers on his tomb. Wc 
saw it in the fortress church of Sts. Peter and 
Paul, entirely devoid of decorations except for 
the tiny lamp that burns on the tombs of all 
che royalties for the repose of their souls. On 
and about the others were hundreds of thousands 
of dollars worth of decorations of bronze, silver 
and gold.

To a friendly Russian guard we expressed our 
horror at the thought of political prisoners in 
the underground dungeons of the fortress. He 
declared that he knew where the prisoners were 
confined ; that it was not underground, and that 
they were humanely treated.

Near the fortress is a little cottage built by 
Peter the Great with his own hands two cen­
turies’ ago, when he was laying the foundations 
of the empire. As we entered we were astonish­
ed by a blaze of light and sounds of church serv­
ice.

We found one tiny room transformed into a 
chapel, the rough walls covered with gold and 
silver and the trappings of the church, an altar 
set up, the ikon raise (Ton high, two Greek priests 
in glittering robes, and as many people as could 
crowd in the small space that was left—a daily 
service, it seems. We watched it through the 
window, as the air inside was stifling, and after 
it was over all, high ancl low. pressed around 
the priest and kissed the gold cross he had.

When one considers the tremendous power 
of the church in Russia it appears strange that 
the priests occupy so inferior a position in the 
community. Their salaries are too small for 
them to live in common decency, the people have 
no respect for them, it is considered an ill omen 
to meet them on the street, and the one who. 
does so often turns and spits three times to 
change his luck.

They wear a coarse gray or black coat which 
reaches to the ground and is tied around the 
waist by a cord, while their dirty, oily hair and 
beard are often so long they have to be braided. 
Those who officiate in the large churches have a 
somewhat better position, but even they are not 
received socially.

Tsarskoe-Selo is the country residence of the 
Czar, where he is supposed to have been living 
much of the time since he left St, Petersburg 
for his health. The splendid suites of rooms, 
with walls of amber and mother of pearl, give 
no sign of having been occupied for the last 
century, except one that had been newly and 
richly furnished for the recent marriage of the 
Prince of Sweden and one of the grand duchesses, 
which took place here.

We were shown the spacious room where the 
bride was robed for the wedding, all the toilet 
appliances being placed on tables of solid gold ; 
the large salon where the Lutheran service was 
held, with a choir of Swedish singers in the next 
room, and then the famous royal chapel where 
the rites of the Russian church were performed. 
One has a strange, uncanny feeling in this chapel, 
as if he did not know where he was or how he 
got there.

No daylight enters, the color tone of the small 
but loftv room is a deep azure, with gold and 
precious stones sparkling all about ; jeweled 
lamps shed a soft lustre ; a rich canopy hangs 
over the spot where the Czar stands during divine 
service. Back of the high altar a door 
was opened to allow us a glimpse into the 
splendid holy of holies. No woman is ever al­
lowed to set foot in this sacred spot in Russian 
churches, and the attendant eyed me suspicious­
ly as I approached and put out his hand as if he 
saw a look in my face that made him cautious.

In one corner of the chapel is a small entrance 
for the Czar, but even this is so shrouded in cur­
tains that one could never tell where he came 
from,

CANADIAN NEWS AND NOTES.

Though there has recently been made a very 
important amendment in the laws applying to 
the courts and evidence in this country, to the 
effect that all those who desire may declare 
with the uplifted hand, instead of kissing the 
“tainted” covers and leaves of the “book of He­
brew fairy tales,” still many are afraid to avail 
themselves of the privilege from the strong 
prejudice still existing in the courts, and the big­
oted ideas and opinions held by the judges, 
who by the way are not elected by popular vote 
of the people here, as in the United States, but 
are appointed for life and are very difficult to at­
tack, no matter what outrage or injustice they 
may commit.

•If a witness, no matter how honest his in­
tentions may be, refuses to kiss the “Book,” 
he cannot now, as under the old law, he com- 

I pelled to do so, or be sent to jail for contempt 
I of court, but a doubt is at once cast on his testi­

mony. and his evidence may even be thrown out 
I both by the judge and jury, because, and for 
I this reason only, that he decline^ to conform to 
I the Christian superstition of “swearing on the 
I Bible.” Since the passing of the new law, how- 
■ ever, there is one hopeful sign of sensible ad- 
! vancement in the fact that many law offices are 
I now dispensing with the use of “the book of 
I fairy tales” in the administration of oaths, and 
I that is at least one form of “red tape” which is be- 
I ing gradually dispensed with. It is still, how- 
! ever, the custom for a baili ff or other court 
I official to thrust a copy of the new or old testa­

ment or of both combined into the face of the 
I witness, who then either has to accept it with- 
! out a grimace, for he is closely watched, or else 
I he has to draw unwelcome and dangerous 
I criticism to himself by refusing to kiss the book, 
I and preferring to declare by uplifted hand, as he 
I is now allowed by law to do. The book is gen- 
I erally tied with red tape in the form of a cross, 
I presumable to comply with the punctilious su- 
! perstitions of the Catholics, but when not so 
I tied the Protestant witness often opens it and 
I kisses the leaves, or pretends to bury his face in 
I its. parçgesu sometime* the over cavciul witness 
I who has been perusing something late on the 
I microbe theory, holds the book in a certain way 

' I and kisses his thumb instead of the book—this, 
I if adroitly done, may possibly escape the argus- 
! eyed court custodian of Christian ethics, but woe 

to the poor witness who is discovered in the act I 
I have seen a luckless witness more than once, 
almost scared out of his boots, by the stentorian 
tones of the court crier: and also by the judge, 
who shouted at him. “Kiss that holy book right, 
you fool, instead of your thumb, or you will be 
committed to jail here and now”—-and to a 
burning hell for eternity and a day.

“Amused” is hardly the word which should 
I be used by Secular Thought in its editorial refer- 
! enee to the question whether religious bigotry 
I still prevails in Canada,

The fact is that this question cannot be 
answered in any other way than the affirmative, 
and it is not a very “amusing” state of affairs 
either. It may be “fun for the boys, but it’s 
death to the frogs.”

It is “the truth” we want, and “the truth” we 
shall have, “though the heavens fall.” Tt is en­
tirely unnecessary to draw comparisons between 
Canada and the United States for there is no 
doubt bigotry exists in both places, and Secular 
Thought has certainly felt the effects of it very 
severely in Canada.

Canada is “not to all intents and purposes a 
republic.” One fact alone will illustrate this 

I which is that the privy council in England is 
I constituted the last court of appeal for all cases 

originating in Canada. Besides, Canada lias no 
status among the nations and no flag of her own. 
The governor-general, too, is not a Canadian and 
¡S appointed by the king of England and has to 
be paid a very large salary and an expensive 
establishment kept for him by the Canadian tax­
payers, who have also even to contribute of their 
hard-earned savings to the established church of 
England.

Secular Thought has since come out with re­
freshing boldness about the large and unjust ec­
clesiastical tax exemptions in the city of Toronto, 
—and why not, with equal boldness and honesty, 
admit that religious bigotry, prejudice and in­
tolerance still exist to a deplorable and alar»»’;ng 
extent from one end of the dominion to the other? 
It should combat instead of seek to conceal or 
condone such an undesirable state of affairs.

H. R. HOLMES. 
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were in Egypt,” he said, “and you know what I 
did in Egypt, how I brought plague and pesti­
lence and death upon your masters until they let 
you go ; and when they followed you, you know 
how I drowned Pharaoh and his chariots and his 
horsemen in the sea, and then lest they should 
follow you, I placed a cloud of darkness between 
you and them by. day and fire by night that 
they should not come upon you ; and when they 
sought Baalam, a priest of another god, to curse 
you, I would not hear his curse, and caused him 
to bless you. And when you came to the land 
of the Amorites and the Hittites I sent the hor­
net before you to drive out the people.” And 
after he had recounted all that the Lord had 
done in the way of war and extermination, he 
said in his peroration: “And-the land for which 
ye did not labor and the cities that ye did not 
build ye dwell in and possess, and of the olive 
yards and of the vineyards that ye planted not 
do ye eat.” That was Jehovah, the god of our 
Old Testament, the God that we have copied, 
the God whom they say we must worship and 
are Infidel or Atheist if we deny that he is 
God.

The latet God is a modification of the ancient 
Jehovah. I have wondered if there were not 
reasons for the doctrine of the trinity to be 
found in the abhorrent character of the ancient 
God that the Christian religion has never been 
able to throw aside or deny. If he is a being 
of wrath and anger and vindictiveness than there 
surely came a time \Vhen the longing heart of 
man wished another God, a different and a bet­
ter God. But they were not yet sufficiently 
strong of intellect and daring to reject the old 
entirely and make a new one. So they kept the 
old God, and by way of apology for his harsh­
ness, his cruelty, they added the second person 
of the trinity, the Christ, and I think that the 
God Christ is the Christian apology for the God 
Jehovah. But there is on the part of the first 
God the same thirst for blood, the lust for sac­
rifice, but now all the sheep and oxen of Solomon 
could not satisfy that thirst for blood. It must 
be the blood of his own son.

This has been represented as the glory of the 
Christian religion. Could anything be more ab­
horrent? Is it not a time that Infidelity—nay, 
against such a being Atheism—be given the place 
of reverence and sanctity, and the religion 
that exalts and holds forth such a God as the 
object for our love, our homage and our rever­
ence—that that worship be Atheism and Infidel­
ity? Has not the time come when it is an act 
of worship to deny that such a being is the God 
of this universe and all mankind are his children?

But even the Christ they could not quite 
separate from wrath, for the time will come when 
he will change; they will transform that gen­
tle, loving Nazarene into a besom of destruction, 
a consuming fire, a destroying angel, a swift 
and remorseless judge.

And so they had to conceive the idea of an 
eternal penitential^, of a place of endless con­
finement, where God's enemies might be, and 
thus cante the idea of Hell. Men did not want 
their enemies to be reconciled with God. The 
subjects and favorites of a king did not want 
their king to make terms with their enemies save 
the terms which brought them into captivity and 
bondage. Men that professed to love and serve 
God did not want those that did not to be 
reconciled with God. They wanted them to be 
crushed into the frightful eternal imprisonment 
in Hell. That is where the old doctrine came 
from. They put the same limitations on their 
God of wrath that they found within themselves.

The only way to save God to this world is 
to abandon the gods of the past. There never 
was an age, never a generation, never a civili­
zation on the globe that was capable of form­
ing an idea and conception of God that is worthy 
and adequate for the generation that now lives. 
We know more of the world, we know more of 
justice, we have wider knowledge than any age 
that ever lived. We do not go back thousands 
pf years for our idea of political economy or the 
science of agriculture, or steam navigation ; we 
go to the scientists, the discoverers and the in­
ventors of today. We do not think the wooden 
plows our fathers used are good enough for us. 
We take the modern product. Only in religion 
we think that the older the gods the better ; the 
more barbaric the people that produced theology, 
the more holy, sacred and civilized it is. We 
must outgrow the old gods just as we outgrew 
the wooden plow and the two-wheeled ox cart 
and the prairie schooner. We must have a 
pigdern God, a God without wratfy or anger.

Men have juggled with the name <
-people are afraid, because of that single word, to 
think, to reason, to speak. The Bible is held 

. as the word of God, and its pages have been let 
.alone lor a great many generations, and if a thing 
there is ascribed to God, it must be believed, an 
if it seems horrible and out of all harmony with 

I right and justic'e and goodness, then we must 
I simply say that God’s ways are not our ways, 
I "they are higher above us than the heavens are | 

higher above the earth ; but they are not.
Men are persuaded that it is better to have no 

God at all than to have a God of wrath and 
hlood. Better to have no God at all than to 

■ have one who has to be reconciled. There is a 
I lack of manliness about our religion. The 
[ thought of the necessity of mediation is the 

thought of the coward. To say a ceremony, 
"whatever it may be, is demanded of the Infinite, 
to say that a priesthood, however ancient it may 
he, is necessary for a mediatory service, to say 
that the church has within its keeping and for 
its administration saving sacraments, is absurd. 
It makes God little, it shrivels him and reduces 
him until there is no longer within him attributes 
•of dignity or grandeur or nobility. Under the 
present dispensation of religion God is a second­
ary thing. The priest, the ceremony, the church, 
they are the chief things.’ They hold the keys of 
heaven and hell. They are the keepers of the 
•door that leads to life. They are the possessors 
•of the only knowledge of the way of salvation, 
and while the church and priesthood and the 
creeds are doing all this, God is somewhere, ab­
sent, waiting to see how well they will succeed. 
He is an absent God administering the affairs of 
the earth through his agents, his vicegerent, his 
representatives.

We are advancing. The pathway of mankind 
is ascending. It does not go down. The time 
will come when we shall be so religious that we 
shall no longer need the priests. We shall be 
independent and superior to all the theologies. 
We shall not need the church as a means of 
grace, nor its sacraments, nor its ceremonies, nor 
its salvation. ~ * 
the new God.
of the world, and all that will be 
secure the favor of that ^universal,god wi 
honor, honesty and service to the world of man.

Science will be the revelation of 
The priests will be the teachers

Mother Dear and Mother Damned.
My mother was a neighbor kind, 

For hers a loving heart:
In every plan for doing good 

She took an active part.
No pain could live beneath her touch, 

And grief she knew to smother;
The troubles quickly were forgot 

When spoke my loving mother.
She told about the angels bright 

That watched us all with care;
And then I dreamed of heaven high, 

Or flying through the air.
Though friend may smiling clasp my hand, 

And greet me as a brother,
No friend can ever be so dear 

As that encheering mother.
She sang the songs of fairy land, 

The birds took up the strain;
A thrill of joy was in the air, 

And all was peace again.
Her tone so often cheered my heart—

The voice was like no other;
I hear it yet, and ne’er forget 

The sacred name of mother.
(After the poet gets Religion.)

Now mother dear has passed away, 
Has gone beyond our sight;

Has gone, the Holy Bible tells, 
To dark and lurid night!

Believing not on Jesus Christ, 
Though doing all things well,

That mother, once to me so dear, 
Is now in burning Hell!

As mother wails in endless woe 
Where skeptics all belong,

Then shall I be transmogrified, 
And sing a joyful song!

How can I risk my precious soul, 
The priest and church defy?

is the truth divine— 
black

Their gospel
Unless a and devilish lie! 

CHARLIE CHURCH.

on the Lord
xvi, 31;

be damned.—Mark 
cast them 

shall be

Jesus Christ, 
He that 

xvli, 16; 
into the 

walling and

Argument.—Believe 
and thou shalt be saved.—Acts 
believeth not shall 
The angels shall 
furnace of fire: there
gnashing of teeth.—Matthew xiii, 49-50; The abomin­
able unbelievers . . . shall have their part in the lake 
of fire and brimstone: and their torment endureth 
for ever.—Rev. xxi, 8; xiv, 11; I heard a voice from 
heaven, . . . and they sang a new song.—Rev. xiv, 
2-3 [Exult and sing, adore the King: loud ring the 
bell in praise for Hell!)
' A

of God, and | CENTENARY OF PAINE’S DEATH

A Proper Occasion to Celebrate the Summing ud 
of His Fruitful Life

The year 1909 will be a memorable one from 
the fact that it is a centenary year for the birth 
of- many notable men. Among these may be 
mentioned Parker Pillsbury, Edgar Allan Poe, 
Lincoln, Tennyson, Fitzgerald, Charles Darwin’ 
О. W. Holmes, Chopin, Mendelssohn, Gladstone, 
Cyrus McCormick, Raphael Semmes, Kinglake, 

i Lord Houghton, and General Joseph Johnston. 
Centenary exercises will be held in memory 

of all these men by their friends and admirers. 
The year 1859'was prolific in the death of men 
of note and eminence. Among them may be 
enumerated John Brown of Osawatomie and 
Harper’s Ferry; Thomas B. Macaulay, Alexander 
von Humboldt, Washington Irving, Henry Hal­
lam, Prescott, Dr. Lardner, Prince Metternich, 
Leigh Hunt, Senator Broderick, Brunel, Robert 
Stephenson and Thomas DeQuincey.

It has been said that if five hundred of the 
leading men of a country were removed suddenly 
not only would the loss be irreparable, but the 
country would receive a blow that would be sim­
ply disastrous.

Now the year 1809, while it became il­
lustrious through the birth of men who became 
eminent, at the same time suffered from the death 
of two men who attained note and great dis­
tinction, especially from the death of one who 
was second to none of those who have been 
mentioned. This- was Thomas Paine', whose 
death occurred on June 8, 1809.

The other was Sir John Moore, who has been- 
immortalized by the poet Wolfe and caused to 
be better known than even his own career, mer­
itorious as it was. Now, it is not the custom 
as a rule to celebrate a man’s death, which is the 
end or culmination of his career; birthdays, which 
have so much significance for the world, are the 
periods generally selected to recall the memory 
of these who had so well enacted their part in 
the service of humanity.

The life of Paine, however, was so varied, 
and so many incidents are recalled in his career. 

jeai ui e V ei y~~penr^ys opportune to 
memory in the'service of the World— 

and humanity.
The bicentenary -of his birth occurs on Janu­

ary 29, 1937, which is a good way off and will 
not be witnessed by many of his present friends 
and admirers. The memory of Paine is growing 
year by year, the more so since his career has 
been set right by Conway and others. His po­
litical services are now acknowledged by men 
of fairness and intelligence. His religious opin­
ion and writings are tacitly accepted or acknowl­
edged by a growing body of persons.

The time is coming when general public opin­
ion will do him justice^ Even though next year 
is the centenary of his death, could it not be tak­
en note of as the end of a great life to which 
fitting justice was not done one hundred years 
ago? Probably the novelty of the celebration 
would cause considerable comment, but it could ’ 
not help but make known to the general public 
the facts connected with the life of Paine as 
nothing else cotfld or would.- What Say the 
Liberals regarding this proposition? We are 
confident it can be carried out and should be. 
When the time comes for the bicentenary of 
his birth, that too will be celebrated by a much 
larger body of his admirers than will now cele­
brate the summing up of his general life his­
tory. HISTORICUS.

Fewer Embryo Parsons.
The phenomenal decrease in the number, of 

theological students, so frequently emphasized 
in recent 'religious discussions, is by no means 
confined to America ; it is assuming international 
proportions in Protestant lands, and nowhere 
more than in Germany. While in all the other 
departments of the universities of the Fatherland 
there has been an increase in the enrollment so 
marked as to lead to a revival of Bismarck’s fear 
of a “learned proletariat,” dangerous to the state 
and to ^society, the church of Germany is lament­
ing the fact that within the last twenty years the 
number of Protestant theological students has 
fallen from a total of 4,572 to 2,106 or 54 per 
cent—a fact all the more significant when it is 
remembered that the total enrollment at the uni­
versities during these same two decades shows 
an increase of nearly one hundred per cenf, 
—Current Literature,
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DUPES OF RUSSIA’S CHURCH.

Unlimited Gold and Gems for the Sanctuary, 
Poverty and Disease for the People.

Ida Husted Harper, the brilliant woman suf­
fragist, who is now abroad, is writing inter­
esting letters to the New York Sun. A portion 
of her letter datéd August 8, from St. Petersburg, 
ili Russia, deals with the gold and gem decorated 
churches of that country in which misery wor­
ships. Mrs. Harper says :

Among the upper classes who have been well 
fed and housed for generations are giants 
in stature, and one sees on the streets tall and 
powerful Circassians and Cossacks from the 
mountainous regions, but the masses are small 
and inferior, physically and mentally. Nowhere 
is this so evident ãs in the churches, which of­
fer the best opportunity for studying the people, 
and if one feels a deep interest in the welfare 
of the Russians what he sees there will fill him 
with despair.

Filth and Faith.
“If you insist on going into those churches,” 

said my friend as I started out one Sunday morn­
ing, “put on a pair of gloves that you can throw 
away when you come out, and don’t let anybody 
touch you, for when a case of black smallpox 
breaks out in the family all the other members 
rush to the church to pray to the saints.”

The matter of the gloves was easily managed, 
but'I soon found myself in a crowd that was 
no respecter of persons. The altar is conceal­
ed behind lofty doors, and in front of these rail­
ings are placed to form a hollow square, or 
rather oblong, about twelve feet wide and fifty 
feet long, and around this the people mass them­
selves, as there are no seats in Russian churches. 
The whole audience is in constant motion, mak­
ing the sign of the cross on forehead, breast, 
and shoulders, and bowing as much as the space 
available will allow.

Although there is continual incense burning 
and spraying with holy water I soon fled for my 
life to a more remote part of the church, where 

;c .awape that a service.,is eroing" on,
so vast is thorinterior of the editi c®»..» ; -'s

Everywhere are the ikons in glass cases, hang­
ing on the walls or resting on supports; Christ, 
the -Madonna, or the saints painted on metal, 
with only the face and hands visible through 
the covering of gold plate, and these are always 
Byzantine, almost black. The ikons are adorned 
with diamonds, emeralds, rubies and sapphires, 
and all day long the people fall prostrate before 
them, press their foreheads on the floor, rise 
up, kiss the glass over the face and set their 
lighted candle in front. Mothers lift their delicate 
little children and press their lips on the spot 
breathed on by thousands.

Derelicts of Humanity.
Occasionally a richly dressed woman ør a 

smartly áttired officer goes through this cere­
mony, but the masses of the worshipers are the 
derelicts of humanity, such pitiful specimens, half 
starved laborers, emaciated mothers with 
wailing infants, crippled beggars—does their su­
perstition give them a blessed relief or does it 
help to keep them in the depths of poverty and 
ignorance?

“When a man has stolen an unusually large 
amount of money he gilds the domes of a church,” 
is a common saying. No words can describe the 
magnificence of Petersburg’s churches, with 
their columns of marble, malachite and lapis 
lazuli, their decorations in bronze, mosaic, paint­
ings, gold, silver and jewels, bought with taxes 
wrung from starving peasants.

The splendid Church of the Resurrection, a 
memorial to the royal martyr, is at last finished. 
Just inside its gorgeous entrance is a carefully 
protected patch of cobblestones—they are stained 
with the blood of Alexander II,, killed by a 
bomb in 1881. This church has been in 
process of construction since that time, built by 
popular subscription, and the people do not 
hesitate to say that many times the necessary 
amount has been subscribed and appropriated by 
Alexander’s sons, the present Grand Dukes.

They havj a plain way of speaking, the Rus­
sian people who dare, and they do not always re­
spect the royal blood. The memorial of the late 
Grand Duke Sergius may be seen in his great 
palace looking out over the Neva in untenanted 
splendor, while its ducal owner occupies the im­
perial mausoleum at Moscow. The droschsky 
drivers say with somewhat startling frankness:

"Wt ure so misçra|)ly poor because our taxes 

go to build palaces for the Grand Duke’s mis­
tresses.”

When one of these, a ballet dancer, appeared 
covered with diamonds on the stage of the Grand 
Opera House soon after the Japanese war the 
audience cried out : “There is the Russian fleet,” 
and the confusion was so great the Grand 
Duke was obliged to leave the house.

“We have a feeling of perfect safety here,” we 
said to some Russians.

“Oh yes,” was the answer ; “in summer there 
is no one in town whom any one wishes to kill.” 

A Liberal Monarch Under Ban.
Alexander II. did more for the cause of lib­

erty among his people than any other emperor, 
and for this reason he has been placed under 
a ban by the present dynasty. No one is per­
mitted to speak in praise of him in Russia, and 
it is forbidden to lay flowers on his tomb. We I 
saw it in the fortress church of Sts. Peter and 
Paul, entirely devoid of decorations except for 
the tiny lamp that burns on the tombs of all I 
che royalties for the repose of their souls. On 
and about the others were hundreds of thousands . 
of dollars worth of decorations of bronze, silver 
and gold.

To a friendly Russian guard we expressed our | 
horror at the thought of political prisoners in 
the underground dungeons of the fortress. He 
declared that he knew where the prisoners were 
confined ; that it was not underground, and that 
they were humanely treated.

Near the fortress is a little cottage built by­
Peter the Great with his own hands two cen­
turies' ago, when he was laying the foundations 
of the empire. As we entered we were astonish­
ed by a blaze of light and sounds of church serv­
ice.

We found one tiny room transformed into a 
chapel, the rough walls covered with gold and 
silver and the trappings of the church, an altar 
set up, the ikon raised4 on high, two Greek priests 
in glittering robes, and as many people as could 
crowd in the small space that was left—a daily­
service, it seems. We watched it through the 
window, as the air inside was stifling, and after 
it was over all, high and low. pressed around 
the priest and kissed the gold cross he had..

When one considers the tremendous power 
of the church in Russia it appears strange that 
the priests occupy so inferior a position in the 
community. Their salaries are too small for 
them to live in common decency, the people have 
no respect for them, it is considered an ill omen 
to meet them on the street, and the one who 
does so often turns and spits three times to 
change his luck.

They wear a coarse gray or black coat which 
reaches to the ground and is tied around the 
waist by a cord, while their dirty, oily hair and 
beard are often so long they have to be braided. 
Those who officiate in the large churches have a 
somewhat better position, but even they are not 
received socially.

Tsarskoe-Selo is the country residence of the 
Czar, where he is supposed to have been living 
much of the time since he left St. Petersburg 
for his health. The splendid suites of rooms, 
with walls of amber and mother of pearl, give 
no sign of having been occupied for the last 
century, except one that had been newly and 
richly furnished for the recent marriage of the 
Prince of Sweden and one of the grand duchesses, 
which took place here.

We were shown the spacious room where the 
bride was robed for the wedding, all the toilet 
appliances being placed on tables of solid gold ; 
the large salon where the Lutheran service was 
held, with a choir of Swedish singers in the next 
room, and then the famous royal chapel where 
the rites of the Russian church were performed. 
One has a strange, uncanny feeling in this chapel, 
as if he did not know where he was or how he 
got there.

No daylight enters, the color tone of the small 
but lofty room is a deep azure. with gold and 
precious stones sparkling all about ; jeweled 
lamps shed a soft lustre ; a rich canopy hangs 
over the spot where the Czar stands during divine 
service. Back of the high altar a door 
was opened to allow us a glimpse into the 
splendid holy of holies. No woman is ever al­
lowed to set foot in this sacred spot,in Russian 
churches, and the attendant eyed me suspicious­
ly as I approached and put out his hand as if he 
saw a look in my face that made him cautious,

In one corner of the chapel is a small entrance 
for the Czar, but even this is so shrouded in cur­
tains that one could never tell where he came 
from.

CANADIAN NEWS AND NOTES.

Though there has recently been made a very 
important amendment in the laws applying to 
the courts and evidence in this country, to the 
effect that all those who desire may declare 
with the uplifted hand, instead of kissing the 
“tainted” covers and leaves of the “book of He­
brew fairy tales,” still many are afraid to avail 
themselves of the privilege from the strong 
prejudice still existing in the courts, and the big­
oted ideas and opinions held by the judges, 
who by the way are not elected by popular vote 
ot the people here, as in the United States, but 
are appointed for life and are very difficult to at­
tack, no matter what outrage or injustice they 
may commit.

•If a witness, no matter how honest his in­
tentions may be, refuses to kiss the “Book,” 
he cannot now, as under the old law, he com­
pelled to do so, or be sent to jail for contempt 
of court, but a doubt is at once cast on his testi­
mony. and his evidence may even be thrown out 
both by the judge and jury, because, and for 
this reason only, that he declines to conform to 
the Christian superstition of “swearing on the 
Bible.” Since the passing of the new law, how­
ever. there is one hopeful sign of sensible ad­
vancement in the fact that many law offices are 

i now dispensing with the use of “the book of 
fairy tales” in the administration of oaths, and 

I that is at least one form of “red tape” which is be- 
! ing gradually dispensed with. It is still, how­

ever, the custom tor a bailiff or other court 
official to thrust a copy of the new or old testa­
ment or of both combined into the face of the 

1 witness, who then either has to accept it with­
out a grimace, tor he is closely watched, or else 
he has to draw unwelcome and dangerous 
criticism to himself by refusing to kiss the book, 
and preferring to declare by uplifted hand, as he 

I is now allowe*! by law to do. The book is gen- 
I erallv tied with red tape in the form of a cross, 
I presumably to comply with the punctilious su- 
I perstitions of the Catholics, but when not so 
I tied the Protestant witness often opens it and 
I kisses the leaves, or pretends to bury his face in 
I its- pages- Söraetiraes» the over careful witness 
I who has been perusing something late on the 
I microbe theory, holds the book in a certain way 
I and kisses his thumb instead of the book—this, 
I if adroitly done, may possibly escape the argus- 

eyed court custodian of Christian ethics, but woe 
I to the poor witness who is discovered in the act !

I have seen a luckless witness more than once, 
almost seared out of his boots, by the stentorian

I tones of the court crier; and also by the judge, 
I who shouted at him. “Kiss that holy book right, 
I you fool, instead of your thumb, or you will be 

committed to jail here and now”—and to a
I burning hell for eternity and a day.

“Amused” is hardly the word which should 
I be used by Secular Thought in its editorial refer- 
I enee to the question whether religious bigotry 
I still prevails in Canada,

The fact is that this question cannot be 
I answered in any other way than the affirmative, 
I and it is not a very ‘‘amusing” state of affairs 
I either. It may be “fun for the boys, but it’s 
I death to the frogs.”

It is “the truth” we want, and “the truth” we 
• shall have, “though the heavens fall.” It is en- 
I tirelv unnecessary to draw comparisons between 
I Canada and the United States for there is no 
I doubt bigotry exists in both places, and Secular

Thought has certainly felt the effects Of it very 
severely in Canada.

Canada is “not to all intents and purposes a 
I republic,” One fact alone will illustrate this 
I which is that the privy council in England is 

constituted the last court of appeal for all cases 
originating in Canada, Besides, Canada has no 
status among the nations and no flag of her own. 
The governor-general, too, is not a Canadian and 
is appointed by the king of England and has to 
be paid a very large salary and an expensive 
establishment kept for him by the Canadian tax­
payers, who have also even to contribute of their 
hard-earned savings to the established church of 
England.

Secular Thought has since come out with re­
freshing boldness about the large and unjust ec­
clesiastical tax exemptions in the city of Toronto, 
—and why not, with equal boldness and honesty, 
admit that religious bigotry, prejudice and' in­
tolerance still exist to a deplorable and alarming 
extent from one end of the dominion to the other? 
It should combat instead of seek to conceal or 
condone such an undesirable state of affairs.

H. R. HOLMES.
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Bigotry in the Campaign.
The Nashville-Tennesseean characterizes as 

“about the wildest outbreak in the campaign” the 
following from the Hartford Times :

“It has been evident for some time that these west­
ern Epworth Leagues and ‘Chautauquas,’ which for sev­
eral years have been paying Mr. Bryan and Mr. La Fol­
lette thousands of dollars annually for their harangues, 
are headquarters of radicalism. Religion has been sub­
ordinated to politics in these gatherings and in the ad­
dresses to which they have listened to an extent that is 
not understood in the east, ■ -where euch. ‘educational’ 
methods are unknown.”

Some color is given to the accusation of the 
Times by the fact that the secretary of the Ep­
worth League convention declared that the 
leaguers would never support for President a 
man who denies the divinity of Jesus Christ. It 
is silly, however, to call that radicalism. It is 
orthodoxy gone into politics.

The Epworth Leaguers are not alone in refus­
ing to step across the line to vote for a Unitarian. 
The Louisville Courier publishes this:

“A special from Danville, Va., says: ‘Capt. William 
H. Robinson, for thirty years a leader in the Republican 
party here and who is presidential elector from the 
Fifth district, comes out in a letter to-day repudiating 
Taft and announcing his intension of supporting Bryan. 
He gives as his reason for leaving the party that Taft 
is a Unitarian. He says: “All the money in the world 
could not induce me to vote for a man for President 
who does not believe in Jesus Christ.” ’ ”

The Taft men are less anxious to vindicate 
religious liberty than to exculpate their candi­
date from charges of heresy. The Sacramento 
Bee, which is a Bryan organ, gets down to funda­
mental principles, however, when it says :

“Whether or not William Howard Taft believes in the 
divinity of Christ has absolutely nothing whatever to do 
with bis fitness to be President of the United States: 
has not the slightest bearing upon the vital problems of 
the day that press for solution; is not in the remotest 
degree connected with any political doctrine now before 
The Peonie or that will come before The People. If 
in his rplierious views Taft repudiates Christ, that is his 
affair alone—a matter between himself, his conscience, 
and his God—and it most certainly should not be made 
an issue in the present campaign.”

Turning to the Nebraskan, the Bee seems to 
give assurance that he does not approve of his 
followers’ assault on the religion of his oppo­
nent, thus :

“If there is one tenet above all others to which Bryan 
pins his devotion, it is that every man is entitled to the 
utmost respect for his views on religion. No prayer 
that Bryan has daily wafted to the God and to the 
Christ has ever been tainted with intolerance, and he 
has no patience with those who think, if they do not 
assert, that the zealots who declare thus and so are bet­
ter than those non-conformists who do not.”

Mr. Bryan could close the mouths 'of his 
bigoted partisans with a word, if he would. Will 
he speak the word ?

The Truth S.eeker has asked nothing of the

candidates but that they should give us a rest 
from the doses of pious emetic they are admin­
istering to bring up votes. The New York Sun 
also appears to be growing weary, and prints 
this appeal for relief:

“The published itinerary of Mr. Taft’s fishing trip 
contains this detail of campaign decoration.

“ ‘He will be in Athens until 3.25 in the afternoon. 
Then he will leave for Toledo, arriving there at 10 
o’clock in the evening. IN ORDER TO AVOID TRAV­
ELING ON SUNDAY Mr. Taft and his party will em­
bark at once for Middle Bass Island.’

“Mr. Taft is one of the most sincerely respectful of 
men toward religious belief and religious observances, 
but this is the sort of thing which Artemus Ward has 
described as 2 mutch.

“Spare the hardened old globe-trotter from the ridi­
cule and the rest of us from the nausea of this particu­
lar variety of campaign humbug!”

The disgraceful display of bigotry on one side 
and hypocrisy on both is relieved by occasional 
utterances like that of the Sacramento Bee, as 
well as by the reminder more than once recur­
ring in the newspapers that the country has al­
ready had two Presidents, Jefferson and Lincoln; 
one a Democrat, the other a Republican, who 
were not Christians, and that the father of his 
country, George Washington, was a Deist in 
substantial agreement with Thomas Paine.

The difference between a Unitarian like Taft, 
with a reputation for Agnosticism, and a blue­
light Presbyterian like Bryan, with a gift for 
preaching, is readily grasped by the common 
garden voter, who probably would not know 
one’s platform from the other’s if it were not 
labeled. Hence the religious racket. And not 
much else of interest appears to be involved in 
the battle of bluff called the presidential cam­
paign. *

Childish Prevaricators.
The care with which the evidence of children 

should be received was made manifest by an oc­
currence growing out of the late airship experi­
ments in Germany. The Count Zeppelin’s aerial 
route had been announced in advance, and many 
persons had gathered at favorable points to wit­
ness the flight. But it happened that on the eve 
of the ascension the airship was destroyed by 
fire, and no balloon aviated the heavens. The 
next day the teacher of a girl’s school, at Neun­
kirchen, not having read the morning newspa­
pers, asked her pupils if any of them had seen 
the airship, and immediately several girls òf 
twelve and thirteen years arose and described in 
detail how they had observed the flying-machine, 
at what height it was sailing, etc., and then 
proceeded to such other particulars as to con­
vince the teacher that they were telling the truth. 
Repeatedly questioned, the girls not only per­
sisted in their assertions, but added new decora­
tions to their story. Even when the news came 
of the destruction of the flying^machine, prevent­
ing any ascension at all, the children “stuck to 
their narratives.” All of them are said to be 
habitually truthful children.

Anyone who has observed with intelligence 
the working of the child mind will not have to 
seek far for an explanation of this freak. They 
had heard and read so much about the famous 
airship, and had seen it pictured so often in print, 
that their uncurbed imaginations had no difficulty 
in projecting it into the upper atmosphere, where 
they were as honestly sure they saw it as they 
were sure of a hundred other things they had 
been accustomed to assent to without actually 
perceiving them. The child mind does not, until 
trained to do so, distinguish between what it 
fancies and what it knows, between what is sug­
gested by question and what really happens. 
The segregation of fact and fancy comes later, 
and until it arrives the child is not a liar as are 
those who consciously and deliberately state un­
truths.

This incident has its bearings. The stories 
of children and of the child world lie at the 
basis of our religion. In France a shrine has 

been set up and thousands are visitors at a place 
where one of these girl “liars” said she saw an 
apparition of the Virgin Mary, the mother of 
Jesus Christ. Now the mother of Jesus Christ 
had succumbed to the elements longer ago and 
more completely than had Count Zeppelin’s 
balloon, and her appearance at Lourdes was 
therefore as impossible as the appearance of the- 
airship in the sky at Neunkirchen, but, as in the 
one instance, so in the other: the actuality was 
supplied by the imagination. The girl had heard 
and read so much about the Virgin, and had 
seen so many pictures of her, that the apparition 
was present to her mind, though absent from 
her sight. She told her story, and a church 
which scented notoriety and profit in accepting 
the yarn, did the rest; and Lourdes and replicas 
of Lourdes multiplied like the true cross—all 
based on the figment of a child’s imagination,. 
supplemented by priestly imposture.

All of the narratives that are regarded as “inspir­
ed” have a source like the stories of the children 
who said they saw the Count Zeppelin airship. 
They originated in the child-mind of the race. 
Things seen by one in dreams were mistaken for 
visions, and told to others, who, accepting the act­
uality of visions, saw them also. One prophet saw 
the ascension of another in a chariot of fire ; some 
sleepy apostles saw Moses and Elias with Jesus 
in the clouds. Ascension was in their minds, 
as it was in the minds of the German school 
children, or it was in the minds of the. narrators 
of the event, and so naturally an ascension oc­
curred, and still another, as when Jesus “was 
parted from them and carried up into heaven.” 
Naturally it was-as impossible that a human 
body should make this ascension as that the 
steel frame of a wrecked balloon should have 
gone sailing over Prussia and been seen of divers 
school girls.____  j- — *—

acqui! the narrators' Of the New 
Testament ascensions from conscious lying, as 
we do the German school children ; but what ex­
cuse have we for believing one set of prevari­
cators more than the other?

The “ Law of Rewards.”
A preaching presidential candidate has assert­

ed that “there is a 'divine law of rewards” for 
laborers ; that “when the creator gave us the 
earth with its fruitful soil, the sunshine with its 
warmth, and the rains with their moisture, he 
proclaimed as clearly as if his voice had thunder­
ed from the clouds, ‘Go work, and according to 
your industry and your intelligence shall be 
your reward.’ ” The mystery-monger added that 
“only where might has overthrown, cunning un­
dermined, or government suspended this law, 
has a different law prevailed.” We imagine that 
agriculturists who have seen the product of their 
intelligent industry destroyed by drouth or flood 
or pest will question the universal prevalence of 
the “divine law.” The dwelling industriously 
and intelligently erected is consumed- by flames : 
droves of cattle are devastated by disease ; the 
stout ship is wrecked by storm ; earthquakes 
wipe out in a moment the life-long accomplish­
ments of brain and hand, of thought and sustain­
ed labor. And in the belief of the goddist the 
same deity who laid down the law has in these 
ways overthrown, undermined, and suspen ’ 1 
it. For its nullification there is needed neiti. ,r 
the might nor cunning of man nor the oppres­
sion of governments. God is equal to the in­
consistency of violating his own statute.

The code where the “divine law of rewards” 
should be found if it exists does not appear to 
record it. Being a lawyer, the expounder should 
have been thorough enough to give us the article, 
paragraph, or section to which he referred. Prac­
ticing before a justice of the peace he would lose 
his case by failing to prove the ordinance.4 4
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What divine law of rewards is set forth in the 
Bible? There is the proverbial one that the dili­
gent man shall “stand before kings.” Often, 
however, he goes away poorer than he came. It 
is better to stand perpetually before a constitu­
ency of American sovereign voters.

A favorite law of rewards with the preachers 
is that “the laborer is worthy of his hire.” This 
excuses them for taking the collection. Another, 
“Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he trcadeth 
out the corn.” What the ox can pick up as he 
goes over the threshing-floor is his graft. As 
Paine said, the priests are willing to be com­
pared with an ox for the sake of the tithes.

In the New Testament rewards are apportion­
ed in a way to suit the monopolists : “For who­
soever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have .more abundance: but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away even that which 
he hath.” Mr. Rockefeller would regard that 
passagé as specially inspired.

The parable with which the twentieth chap­
ter of Matthew opens delivers a law of rewards, 
one might say, “as clearly as though thundered 
from the clouds.” It is that he who labors for 
an hour towards sunset shall be paid the same 
as he who has borne the heat and burdens of 
£he day—nothing being said about industry and 
intelligence.

Matthew xxv, 15-30, contains a lesson: There 
a "man who had been intrusted with a piece of 
money, which he duly returned, is declared to 
be an unprofitable servant because he had not 
so turned it as to make 100 per cent. He is 
cast into outer darkness, and there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth; This, if there be 
such an enactment,, is obviously a divine law of 
rewards.

And we might instance the law of rewards de­
duced from /Luke xvi. A manager who had dissi­
pated the property ofwhicfilieha^roeen placed 
in charge Was about to be called upon for an 
accounting. He went to his principal’s creditors 
and compounded with them for a settlement, 
which they were glad too make, on a basis rep­
resenting from fifty to seventy-five per cent of 
what they' Owed: This made him “solid” with 
the, wheat and oil merchants whose bills had 
thus been discounted, so that he woùld not lack 
for patrons when he should lose his present posi­
tion. And the conclusion is: “Make to your­
selves friends of the mammon of unrighteous­
ness ; that, when ye fail, they may receive you 
into everlasting habitations'”

The rewards offered by the Bible are not those 
gained by industry and intelligence. In the day 
of the writers of that book, work was mainly 
performed by women and slaves, who were ex­
pected to feel sufficiently rewarded by board and 
lodging. If we might infer a divine law from 
the success of the gentlemen who affirm that 
there is one, it would be : Go, work your chin, 
and according to your industry in propagating 
sanctimonious humbug and your intelligence in 
abandoning principles that somebody else can 
handle more ably than yourself, shall your re­
ward be measured. This law is as clear as 
though stated in a political platform.

Who Gets the Uplift?
The sanitary commission in the Philippines 

finds religion an obstacle to the education of the 
natives in right living. The commission reports 
in the Manila Cablenews-American :

“During the past few years sanitary interference in 
cholera cases has been noted, among the local clergy, 
who would inform the friends of the unfortunate pa­
tient that not only did the disinfectants used seriously 
injure the chances of recovery but would as well mili­
tate against the holy water employed during the burial 
services.

“The people have become fatalists through religious 
instruction which engendered such a belief, and conse­
quently resist all attempts to remove pestilential dis­
eases from their midst, believing that they have been 
sent by God as a divine visitation of wrath on account 

of their evil-doing in not attending church services more 
frequently, or for not donating more of their worldly 
possessions to the well-being of the church.”

In the light of this statement, let us consider 
the motive of the declaration of Mr. Taft, printed 
contemporaneously in a Manila newspaper:

"I have been at the head of the Philippines, and I 
know what I am talking about when I say that the hope 
of those islands depends upon the development of the 
power of the churches that are in those islands. Every 
man, be he Protestant or Catholic, must in his soul hope 
for the prosperity of the Roman Catholic Church in 
those islands in order that it may do the work that it 
ought in uplifting those people.”

The Truth Seeker published a while ago ex­
tracts from Mr. Taft’s own report on the church 
in the Phillippines, the gist of which was that 
the morals of Filipinos were wrecked by the 
priests. According to the sanitary commission 
the priests are also the allies of disease and the 
worst enemies of health. Mr. Taft has admit­
ted that the church is chargeable with keeping 
the natives in ignorance. Does he really think 
that the promotion of disease, immorality, and 
ignorance is in the nature of an “uplift”? The 
uplifting of the Filipinos by the church is a 
fable, but the uplifting of Mr. Taft by the same 
force may be depended upon if he continues as 
its advocate before Congress and the people.

Free Thoughts.
Brave men surrender, but cowards run.
Almost every author dips his pen in other men’s 

brains.
Good digestion is better for man than the best 

religion.
They that can help themselves do not need 

God’s help.
To save the world from sickness is better than 

to save it from hell.
The more good one does in the world the bet­

ter the world appears.
A great many people who want liberty do not 

want- others to have it.
A resurrection is not a restoration of life, but 

an exhibition of a corpse.
A great many persons who talk so much of 

love mean something else.
If we waited to hear what God wished done, we 

should never do anything.
If a man is healthy and behaves himself, he 

does not need to be saved.
A woman who has made a home need' not 

worry about making a name.
It is a higher ambition to be the mother of 

children than the step-mother of dogs.
In the lifting up of humanity there will al­

ways be work for those willing to do it.
Perhaps the grandest struggle in this life is 

the attempt to get happiness out of poverty.
Religion should begin where it ends. It should 

give man happiness at the commencement of 
life, not at its close.

The command to love one another does not 
mean to run away with your friend’s wife or 
your friend’s husband.

The reason that no house was ever made large 
enough for two families is that the persons in 
the families were not large enough.

Nothing needs educating more than our 
schools and colleges, which have been mostly 
stuffing the heads of the young with stuff.

Every nation is ruled by dead gods. The true 
emancipation is religious freedom. No people 
can be great so long as they read dead languages, 
and worship dead gods.

We need to learn what Nature teaches, and 
the best way to get this knowledge is to get it 
from the fields, from the woods, from life, from 
ourselves and not from books and other men. 

A great many moral victories are won by say­
ing nothing. Silence is mightier than speech 
at times. When it is best to speak, however, 
strong words should be chosen rather than weak 
ones;

Men do not get more watches than they want,

or more boots than they need, or more hats than 
they wear, or more false teeth than are neces­
sary. Why do they get more money than they 
can use ?

How insignificant and tawdry are the miracles 
of Jesus compared with the achievements of 
the nineteenth century. Not one of them was 
along the line of civilization and not one of them 
has the face and form of rational accomplish­
ment.

A Christian prays to his God and asks for 
certain favors, and closes his prayer by say­
ing: But if in your judgment, I have asked for 
what is not best for you to give, don’t answer 
my prayer, or, “not my will, but thine be done.” 
Now, why not leave everything to God and keep 
your mouth shut? for if God will not give you 
what you want what sense is there in praying?

Consideration for man is better than love of 
Gcd. Hospitals are worth more to humanity 
than are churches. Day-nurseries render a 
holier service than do prayer-meetings. Homes 
for working-girls are nobler institutions than 

I nunneries. Teaching boys and girls to swim is 
higher instruction than to teach them the 
catechism. True friendship between men is 
sweeter than communion with God.

~ L. K. W.

Death has visited again the family of Susan
H. Wixon, whose name has been for years so 

I well known to The Truth Seeker circle. On 
August 17, died Francis H. Wixon, her only sur- 

I viving brother, leaving herself and his sons the 
sole relatives to represent the Wixon house. A 
veteran of the civil war, Mr. Nixon had been 
for thirty-five years deputy sheriff of Bristol 

I county, Mass. He was in his sixty-seventh year, 
born in Dennisport and reared to manhood in 
Fall River, the lifelong home of Susan H. Wixon. 
Ис -was a member oi Richard. Borden Post, No. 
46, G.A.R., and oi the Fall River lodge of Odd­
fellows, under whose auspices he was buried.

Our contributor and friend, Dr. W. A. Crof- 
fut, has written a book entitled, “Interviews 
With Famous Men,” the first instalment of 
which will appear in the September number of 
Putnams Monthly. As a newspaper man and 
author of fifty years’ experience, who served an 
apprenticeship in journalism under Horace Gree­
ley, and who has journeyed to the uttermost 
parts of the earth as interviewer, correspondent, 
and in other capacities, Dr. Croffut is as well 
prepared as any living man for the work he has 
undertaken for Putnam’s. The doctor is always 
especially felicitous when he interviews himself 

I and elicits thoughts on religious subjects.
e e »

Mormon missionaries have their articles of 
faith printed on their visiting and business cards. 
The card of Elder A. B. Andrus of St. George, 

I Utah, which has been handed us, is so embel­
lished. The first article of the confession runs : 
“I believe in God the Eternal Father, and His 
Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost” ; and 
the others are like unto this. Whence could 
have arisen the false idea that Mormons are not 
Christians ?

The Buckeye Secular Union meets in conven­
tion, September 6, at Canal Dover, Ohio, the 
home of that staunch Liberal, Mr. Samuel 
Toomey. Attendants will hear addresses by Mr. 
Toomey and Otto Wettstein, Mrs. Eliza Mowry 
Bliven of the Materialist Association, and others.

It is evident that the people of many New 
Jersey towns do not want the Bishops’ Sunday 
law enforced. Shall the people rule? What 
does Mr. Bryan, who has lately asked that ques­
tion, have to say about Sunday laws enforced 
against the will of the people?
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IS CANNIBALISM A MYTH?
Practiced Only When Compelled by Hunger or 

Observed as a Religious Rite.

BY GEORGE C. BARTLETT.

I quote the following paragraph from “The 
Sketch,” London, Sept. 18, 1907:

People who have recently met and enjoyed the culL 
tured conversation of the latest of our ìoreign guests, 
the Hon. Arthur Barclay, President of Liberia, may 
be surprised to learn tnat he rules over a land which 
constitutes perhaps the most remarkable blend of en­
lightenment and savagery now known. The President 
is the “most remarkable African” Sir Harry Johnston 
knows; a man self-taught and deeply read. He has 
brought the finances of Liberia out of chaos to respect­
able solidity, and kept the colony of emancipated slaves 
upon the highway of progress. Yet in the interior can­
nibalism is rampant: it is cannibalism which prompts 
the many inter-tribal wars by which the land is vexed. 
Old customs die hard. Luckily evil is not alone per­
sistent. Mr. Durand has recently told us that he has 
heard a song on the subject of the Virgin Mary sung 
in a part of Africa which has not been visited by mis­
sionaries since the Jesuits were driven forth, two hun­
dred years ago.

Has there ever been, or is there to-day such 
a custom practiced as cannibalism ? 1 think not, 
or rarely, as in cases of extreme hunger and then 
it is just as apt to occur among the whites as the 
blacks. I have read many accounts in many I 
books of the practice of cannibalism, but in every I 
instance it is the story as seen by another—never I 
by the writer. I have been quite an extensive I 
traveler in what are supposed to be cannibalistic 
countries, especially in the Feejee Islands. I 
quote the following from an article I wrote after 
my visit there, in the year 1891 :

I have noticed a number of articles in the 
daily press recently upon cannibalism. It seems 
to be a mania, with some writers, to originate— 
entirely in their own brains—the most fictitious 
stories about cannibalism, picturing the savages 
in a wild, ferocious state of madness for human 
flesh ! I have had some experience as a traveler 
among those termed savage tribes, and on this 
voyage en route for Australia our vessel, the \ 
MacGregor, stopped for the first time at a place 
called Kandavra, in the Feejee Islands. It was 
thought by the manager of this line of steamers 
that it would be profitable to make a landing 
there each trip, taking on a goodly supply of fine 
fruits, bananas, oranges, lemons, etc. The ex­
periment, however, proved a failure ; for,- as we 
were sailing slowly out, we suddenly ran upon a 
coral reef. We remained on this reef for about 
one week, and finally, abandoning the Mac­
Gregor, were taken on board another vessel.

While living on the reef I went ashore each 
day, accompanied by a Feejee, who came down 
from the city of Levaska to act as guide and in­
terpreter to our captain. We visited a Feejee 
village, about four miles inland, daily, which 
afforded us an opportunity to study what would 
naturally be supposed to be as barbarous a race 
as inhabited the earth. The interpreter told us 
that these natives had never seen a white man. 
They had never in any way received enlighten­
ment from association with people we term civ­
ilized. They came aboard our steamer in great 
numbers, but would not touch our food. A more 
gentle, loving, peaceable race of people I never 
met. Their clothing—Adam and Eve-like—con­
sisted of a band of leaves wrapped around their 
loins. Later 1 often watched the young girls 
walking along the hillside, with their arms 
around each other’s waists, and other like indi­
cations were noticeable, showing that their nate» 
Ural instincts were affectionate and good; and, 
strange to say, the women were virtuous, the 
penalty for unchastity being death.! Think of it!

They used a kind of wine, which I think was 
culled guava. Their mode of manufacturing it, 
which may not be quite as civilized a process as , 
our method of manufacturing gin or beer, was 
as follows : Imagine a picturesque hut, made of 
clay, grass, branches and leaves, in the centre of 
which is placed a large cocoanut bowl, with a 
half dozen dusky maidens, from twelve to eight­
een years of age, sitting around it all busily 
chewing a root—looking much as our girls do 
when chewing gum—and expectorating in the 
bowl. When a sufficient amount is thus pro­
duced it is ready for use. It is not exactly an 
opiate, or a liquor, but rather a cross between 
the two. It produces sleep, is considered by 
them a sacred drink, and is used at their native 
religious ceremonies. As I wish some excuse 

for acknowledging that 1 tasted the beveiage, I 
will say the interpreter told me that they would 
be much offended if I refused it ; and as it is my4 
custom to refuse nothing new (or old) that is 
offered me to drink, I accepted on this occasion.

An Englishman, who was a Feejee planter, 
was one of the passengers on our steamer. He 
had lived in the Feejee Islands a number 01 

I years, and knew the different tribes, their his­
tory, peculiarities, etc. I expressed to him my 
surprise to find this Feejee tribe, which I hau 
had the privilege of mingling with, and studying 
their character, such a pleasing, kind, and moral 
people, apparently averaging in intelligence with 
people in general. He told me that the stories 
about cannibalism were untrue ; that they were 
all exaggerations. I said to him there must be 
some fire where there is so much smoke. He 
said yes, that was true, and that through years 
of study and investigation, and living among 
these unknown tribes, he had found, he thought, 
the truth from which came the untruth. He ex­
plained it in this way : The different tribes have 

I wars, and it was not unusual during a prolonged 
fight, when no provisions were at hand, no fruit 
or fish, to occasionally, under pressure of intense 
hunger, barbecue and eat the dead body of an 
enemy, as during the siege at Paris the French 
ate rats, cats, and dogs, and under similar trying 
circumstances many white men have also de­
voured human flesh.

After investigating this subject of cannibalism, 
looking into it as 1 have had rhe opportunity to 
do, in the Leejee Islands, Africa, and many othei 
countries, 1 have come to the conclusion that it 
is mostly mythical.

One of the peculiarities about the Feejee Is­
lands was the absence of animal life. It may be 
well known to some people, but it was a great 
surprise to me, that not an animal of any descrip­
tion had ever been seen on the islands. Is it 
natural, then, that such a people would crave an­
imal food, a people who had never tasted it?

live on Irmi an¿ ireAn.—vvi'o.p-tVic—fraVi— 
in leaves, bury it in the .earth, build a fire over 
it, and when it is cooked and the leaves removed 
it looks as tempting as a fish cooked on Manhat­
tan Island.

Nothing is more vividly impressed upon m_y 
mind than the picture of that fieejee village; and 
although 1 have visited the principal cities of the 
world, the little Feejee village, with its simple 
life and peculiarities, is ever bringing pleasure to 
my thoughts. It was as though taken back al­
most to the beginning of the world; and it was 
wonderful to watch their primitive ways, and to 
see how they procure such a variety of articles 
that resemble those used in European countries.

The first Feejee’“young gentleman” whom I 
saw sat in the doorway of a picturesque hut, 
smoking what looked like a cigarette. He smoked 
as gracefully as a Spaniard. I found upon in­
quiry that he was not smoking tobacco, but a 
leaf which resembles it somewhat, the name of 
which I have forgotten. They roll this wild cig­
arette dexterously.

The top of the first hut I entered was covered 
with bananas, which were hung there to ripen. 
A young mother was lying on the matted floor. 
She was rocking the cradle of her little twenty- 
four-hour old Feejee son. The cradle was made 
from a single leaf, a heavy vein running through 
the centre, which enabled it to be rocked with 
ease. It looked very much like the old-fashioned 
low cradle of our childhood. The leaf was so 
shaped as to hold the native babes of the woods 
—nature’s cradle.

Coral necklaces there, as here, adorned the 
necks of the females. If they wanted a string, 
either to carry fish, or to use for any other pur­
pose, it seemed as natural for them to go to a 
little sapling, rip off the bark, and give it a 
twist, as for us to procure it from a ball of twine. 
Their cooking utensils and articles used about 
the huts were interesting, and it was a study to 
observe how all these different articles corre­
sponded to the same articles used in what we 
term the civilized or moneyed nations.

They appeared to be very fond of music. One 
song I well remember. From what they told me 
I judge it was a national song, and would corre­
spond, I suppose, to our “Star Spangled Banner,” 
or the “Marseillaise” of the French. The little 
village» seemed a miniature world, showing that 
whatever vibrated in the great communities of 

the earth was also there, and that after all there 
is not a great di ilei enee between that little fam­
ily living in the far away Feejee Islands and the 
families who live in London or Berlin.

My recollection of the people of that Feejee 
village is most restful and pleasing. They were 
nature's happy family. They seemed to have no 
weariness. There was not a sick person in the 
village—old age being the only cause of death. 
Peace and good will prevailed ; and, as the twi­
light fell upon them, it seemed like a benediction 
from God.

I was impressed with a leading editorial in one 
of our New York journals, some days since, 
which read as follows:

Africa is stil'l completely at the mercy of the
After years of toil and the sacrifice of many lives, 

veu tral
A. ab slave-traders and the savage native chiefs.

It is military force which subdues barbarism; it is 
commerce which arms force for that work. The school- 
mabter and the missionary can accomplish nothing un­
til the soldier, hired by trade, has prepared the way 
for them.

Civilized nations have their trading stations already 
established along the African coasts. Instigated by 
greed, they will push their frontiers steadil'y further 
into the country, in a race with each other for the pos­
session of the fairest provinces. In the interest of 
trade they will prick back savagery with the bayonet, 
binding tneir conquests with lines of roadway. That’s 
the way in which this continent was secured for civil­
ization. The pall of barbarism cannot be lifted. It 
must be rolled back by advancing trade. If savagery 
submits it shares the benefits of the coh quest. If 
refuses to submit it is crushed by the strong hand, 
has been so in all ages and countries: It wil'l be so 
all ages and countries. It will be so in Africa.

it 
It 
in

a“The Arab slave traders”—are the Arabs as 
race such a terrible set of men as Europeans 
paint them? Has not the Arab race passed as 
high an examination for bravery, intellect, and 
religion as other races? One Arab at least will 
live eternally—Mahomet. How about the slaves 
whom we have freed? Would not the money 
have been better spent in educating them—the 
Africans of our country—than in trying to edu­
cate and convert the Africans' of Africa? Advo­
cating “military force” to ‘‘subdue” barbarism— 
we hear so much about barbarism, the heathen, -tVre—v д -, 4,1 —ш«»Яwimuu. —trave—craveieU
through the Oriental countries, and have tried 
to study the different races of mankind, and I 
have come to the conclusion that all humanity 
is much alike—one family. I believe there is as 
much civilization in Egypt, China, Japan, and 
other countries as there is in Europe and Amer­
ica. It is a question whether the foreign soldiers 
who go to Ai rica are sent in the interest of mor­
ality and religion. It looks as though they went 
more lor gain—for ivory and for gold.

Does it not show a good deal of conceit among 
Europeans and Americans to be constantly talk­
ing and writing of their civilization, religion, and 
morality ? Picking up one of our prominent news­
papers, I find the first article with the following 
headlines: "They call these nobles ! eighty aris­
tocratic Englishmen charged with foul crimes.— 
Lord Arthur Somerset and Lord Ronald Gower 
among the accused.—They are saved from arrest 
by the British Home Office and allowed to flee 
to the Continent.—Henry Labouchere exposes 
them and calls for their immediate punishment.— 
A terrible scandal !”

In another column I read that for some wrong 
or fancied wrong a woman shot five bullets into 
the body of a citizen of. high standing. In other 
columns 1 see exposed the different frauds in the 
city government. In fact, the whole paper is a 
record of crime and depravity. “Physician, heal 
thyself.”

The Orientals do not build their houses so high 
as we do; their mode of life is different from 
ours, but I think if we could speak the language 
of these “savage chiefs” and commune with 
them, we would find as kind hearts, as big souls, 
as much character and integrity, as among their 
lighter-skinned brethren.. Far-away countries 
have been vilified, and ridiculous and exaggera­
ted stories are continually told about them. I 
hope some step may be taken soon for a World 
Congress, so that the West may learn of the 
East, and the East of the West; and if that time 
should come [It came; this was written in 1891, 
and the prophecy has been fulfilled], the amount 
of Eastern wisdom that would be showered 
down for the West, in my estimation, would be 
surprising! The human family ought to mingle 
and know each other better. Is it not time that 
the sword was put by, and in its stead arbitra­
tion, goodness of soul, and intelligence, rule the 
world? Are not the real barbarians the soldiers 
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and the people who sustain them? If we cannot 
carry what we consider our advantages and our 
civilization into the heart of Africa save by the 
sword, by the ravages of war and rum, then Г 
should say leave Africa for her own people.

In conclusion I. would say—were I not afraid 
of offending my Christian brother—that the 
nearest approach to à cannibal that I have ever 
witnessed is a communicant in an orthodox 
church. «, »_____

THE AMAZING MURPHY CASE.
How the Catholic Church Plays Fast and Loose 

with Marriage Ties.
BY GEORGE TREBELLS.

I call the special attention of all in any way 
connected with the Roman Church or who have 
been connected with it formerly, to the fol­
lowing story voluntarily put before the English 
public by its Roman Catholic hero. I take the 
story from my notes of the report of the case 
which he brought before a court of law, which 
is given in the Times of London on Thursday 
July 7, 1898, only ten years ago. The report is 
on page 14.

In the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Divis­
ion of the High Court, before the Rt. Hon. Sir I 
F. H. Jeune, president, in the case of Murphy
V. the Attorney General, it was shown that 
Charles Oscar Murphy, a native of Ireland, came 
to Manchester at the age of nineteen, studied 
medicine, and became a physician. He appears 
to have been successful and to have maintained 
so important an establishment as to require a 
housekeeper. In 1876 he engaged a young 
woman of 28, named Martha Price, for that posi­
tion; and fo.ur years later he proposed to marry 
her. He thereupon went to his parish priest, 
Father Birch, to arrange for his marriage. But 
Father Birch knew Manchester better than the 
young Irishman, and he impressed on him that 
it would be wiser for social reasons to think the 
matter over seriously.

The mode in which lie thought it over seri- L 
ously was, instead of marrying her as he had in­
tended, he went straight home and immediately 
took her' to hiinself as His unmarneu amnixy 1 1 
He and Miss Prjce went on their knees in the 
drawing room and pledged themselves “in the 
presence of God to look oh each other as mar­
ried.” Here, as the immediate result of priestly 
and worldly-wise advice, this man made this 
woman the old, transpontine villain’s promise 
and assurance of being married in the sight of 
God. Nothing is said that the priest suggested 
this, but the next day when Mr. Charles Oscar 
Murphy called on him and informed him what 
he had done, Father Birch assured him it was 
a valid marriage; and a short while'after wrote 
to him for five pounds (about twenty-four dol­
lars and twenty-five cents) for his share in the 
event. It must most emphatically be under­
stood that this priest performed no ceremony ; 
the “in the eye of heaven” declaration and the 
entry into marital relations took place without 
his knowledge ; but were merely the practical 
outcome of the inference Dr. Murphy drew from 
His advice. There were no witnesses whatever.

The affair was kept secret for six years—a 
fact, considering the man was a doctor, which 
carries with it an implication of more than mere 
social treachery ; but in 1882 a scandal was set 
about that he was “keeping” his housekeeper. He 
appealed to the Roman Catholic vicar-general, 
who thereon issued to him the following bogus 

in the 
“Vicar- 

I hereby 
certify that Dr. Charles Oscar Murphy of 1166 
Oxford Road, Manchester, was married to 
Martha Price of the same address, on September 
15, 1876. In faith of which I hereto append my 
hand and seal. Canon Sheehan, V. G. By 
command of my Lord Bishop. W. Hill, Diocesan 
Secretary.”

What he was charged for this is not in niy 
notes. The person called “My Lord Bishop, 
who is explicitly given as authorizing it, was 
Herbert Vaughan, afterward Cardinal Vaughan, 
and the man who countersigned this paper 
for the Bishop of Salford had the assurance to 
tell the court that “this was not a certificate in 
the ordinary sense at all.” Nevertheless it was 
given to this doctor and his mistress to be put 
before Roman Catholic society in Manchester as 
a certificate from the bishop himself, and the 
vicar-general I Vaughan, the bishop, had the 
audacity, alter this, on his oath to assure the

certificate, written on ordinary paper 
ordinary manner without any date : 
General’s Office, Diocese of Salford.

court that “the whole thing was completely new 
to him ; the Roman Catholic church would not 
recognize that as a proper certificate of marriage. 
It should never have been given.”

Now in 1888, ten years before this declaration 
of Bishop Herbert Vaughan, Dr. Murphy de­
sired to go to Rome as a pilgrim, and with this 
lady to be presented to the pope ; when, to se­
cure their admission to the pope’s reception, a 
certificate was issued to them, containing the 
statement that Dr. Charles Oscar Murphy, 
“moved by filial devotion towards the Holy 
See, had set out for the Holy City accompanied 
by his wife in the hope of receiving the apostolic 
benediction.” It was signed “Given at Salford, 
March 15, 1888. Herbert, Bishop of Salford. 
Wm. Hill, Secretary.”

Cardinal Vaughan’s declaration of ignorance 
after his name had been affixed to a bogus cer­
tificate by the diocesan secretary is audacious. 
He was at that time an active, healthy, and ex­
tremely energetic business man—a man who 
years after rushed up the building of a vast 
cathedral as his own clerk of the works, in a 
very few years : far from an invertebrate who 
would allow his name to be used without his 
knowledge. Men in even the social position of 
a physician are scarce among Roman Catholics 
in Manchester ; and the very object of the fraud 
was to retain Dr. Murphy in good society. It 
is incredible that Vaughan could have been 
ignorant of this extraordinary story relating to 
a man who must have constantly met him 
have been on his own visiting list.

It is to be noted that Vaughan did not 
he regarded the marriage as invalid, but 
the certificate was not 
throws an amazing

and

a proper one. This 
light on the

say 
that 
case 

methods 
of the very highest and most responsible of 
the popish priesthood. But of all the astounding 
points which come to the mind in considering it, 
the most astonishing is that this man—an edu­
cated man-of-the-world, living in the city which 
has given its name to practical and hard and 
methodical business arrangements, and associat­
ing with business men—should have lived in 
doubt for twenty-two years before he consulted 
ex lüwv.r. Д. lx*.xx tlxuce IS. tlx»- t3LCX tKit 

instead of keeping quiet this tissue of frauds on 
society, and imposture, and bogus certificates, 
and extortion for worthless forgeries—or other 
worthless nonsense, themselves drag it before 
the whole world by a preposterous action to en­
deavor to reverse a fact in English law which 
every servant girl and errand boy is supposed, 
and justly supposed, to know thoroughly—that 
no girl is wedded without ''marriage lines”— 
that is to say, a legal marriage certificate given 
to the bride before the consummation of the 
marriage.

The report in the Times is very long and inter 
esting and should be studied carefully by every­
one, especially clergymen and lawyers who may 
be likely to be called on to deal with cases aris­
ing from the pope’s new marriage decree. Files of 
the Times are in most public libraries. I have 
been informed there is an exceptionally good one 

i in the library in Boston.

Turkey and the Jews.
One of the side issues of the granting of a 

constitution in Turkey will be the effect this is 
likely to have upon the future development of 
the Zionist movement, thinks the London cor­
respondent of a New York paper.

The first step toward Zionism's object of found­
ing a legally assured home for the Jewish people 
in Palestine is the grant of a charter by the Sul­
tan. The late Dr. Herzl had more than one 
interview with him for the purpose of obtaining 
this instrument, but the Suitan would assent 
only to the creation of a number of scattered 
colonies, and negotiations were dropped.

Now that a constitution is coming into force 
leading Zionists are of the opinion that the con­
tinuance of diplomatic negotiations will be pos­
sible, since they will no longer depend solely 
upon the personal will of the Sultan. A more 
immediate result of the new regime will prob­
ably be that Zionist propaganda will openly be 
permitted in the Turkish Empire—a development 
that will be quite as important as the 
promise given by M. Stolypin to the 
leader that the movement will no longer 
dered in Russia.

It is also interesting to note that the
organization has just founded the Anglo -Levan­
tine Company to carry on banking business in 
Constantinople.

recent 
Zionist 
be hin­

Zionist

SCHOOL BOARD’S APOLOGY.

Why East Aurora Excludes Ingersoll's Works 
from Its Public Library.

The Board of Education of East Aurora, N. Y., 
which has charge of the public library of that' 
hamlet, lately declined to accept from Mrs. 
Marilla M. Ricker a full set of the works of 
Robert G. Ingersoll. The correspondence re­
lating to the matter was published in The Truth 
Seeker of August 22. The Board concluded to 
accept a set of the printed books of Elbert Hub­
bard, who offered them along with comments on 
the rejection of Ingersoll. In the acceptance let­
ter the Board endeavors to prove the “Atheism” 
of Ingersoll not by quoting his own words but 
by reproducing a quantity of drivel from his 
maligners—a pious and eminently Christian 
method. The board (or the clergyman employed 
to speak for its members) wrote Mr. Hubbard 
as follows :

We regret that you Should have found it necessary, 
in making your offer, to criticize the action of this 
board in declining to accept a complete edition of the 
writings of Robert G. Ingersoll. We stated that we 
would have been glad to accept the selected works 
of Ingersoll, but the complete edition was offered us 
more especially, as was apparent from the letter of 
Mrs. Ricker, because it included Ingersoll’s writings 
on religious subjects; in other words, his Atheistical 

We do not place your writings in any re- 
the same plane with those of Robert G. In­
in refusing to accept Ingersoll’s Atneistlcal 
we did our duty, as we believe, to the children

che 
lo­
de* 
by 

the 
has

books purchased 
furnish a part of
Thia department 

purchase of the writ*

largely for the use of

writings, 
spect on 
gersoll. 
writings, 
whose education has been placed in our charge by 
religious parents.

In your letter you say that we “are presuming to 
sit as censors as to what the people of East Aurora 
shall read,” and that “If Ingersoll’s writings were de­
barred by law from circulation,” we “might then well 
decline to house them”; and that our refusal to ac­
cept the Ingersoll writings is “an injustice and a hard­
ship for the community we are supposed to serve," 
You further say that the village library is not merely 
a library for school children, but for all of the peo­
ple in town, yourself Included. In reply, we would 
call your attention to the fact that the State Edu­
cation Department at Albany furnishes a part of 
money for the purchase of books for the library 
cated in the High School building, and that this 
parunenL must approve of the 
us for the library before it will 
money for the payment thereof.

retuseù. to approve the 
ings of Robert G. Ingersoll.

While the library is intended 
the children in the school and is largely used by 
them, we recognize the force of your statement that 
it is also a village library, and in order to meet the 
situation fairly and to be consistent in our determina­
tion to protect the children of religious parents, we 
are contemplating the establishment of a department 
of objectionable literature in this library, to correspond 
to similar departments in other public libraries, and 
then to place in the department of objectionable lit­
erature such books as should not properly be read by 
school children, under a rule that such books can not 
be taken out by any child without the special re­
quest of its parents. It may be, by examination of 
the set of books which you so generously offer us, 
we shall find it necessary to place a certain number 

1 of the forty volumes which you offer in this depart­
ment of objectionable literattire.

To prove to you that we have good authority for 
our opinion of the Atheistical writings of Colonel In­
gersoll, we would quote from the opinions of a great 
American and a great Englishman, the 
the Hon. Jeremiah S. Black, a former 

1 eral of the United States and a former 
! of the Supreme Court of the State of 

the latter being William E. Gladstone, 
Prime Minister and one of the greatest of England’s 

' statesmen. They crossed swords with Ingersoll twenty 
i years ago when he was engaged in a vigorous attack 
i on religion, and published answers in the North Ameri- 
I can Review to Ingersoll’s Atheistical articles. The for- 
! mer expressed himself as follows:

“The bad classes of society have always hated the 
doctrine and discipline which reproached their wick- 

I edness and frightened them by threats of punishment 
in another world. Aforetime they showed their con- 

j tempt of divine authority only by their actions; but 
now, under new leadership, their enmity against God 

i bréales out into articulate blasphemy. They assemble 
themselves together; they hear with passionate ad­
miration the bold harangue which ridicules and defies 
the 
the highest, and loudly they laugh, alike at the jus­
tice 
don 
anees of impunity, and tells them that no supreme au­
thority has made any law to control them, is applauded 
to the echo, and paid a high price for his congenial 
labor; he pockets their money, and flatters himself 
that he is a great power, profoundly moving ‘the world 
of thought.’

“The lamentable fact must be admitted that ‘a little 
learning is a dangerous thing’ to some persons. The 
sciolist, with a mere smattering of physical knowledge, 
is apt to mistake himself for a philosopher, and, swell­
ing with his own importance, he gives out, like Simon 
Magus, ‘that himself is some great one.’ His vanity 
becomes inflamed more and more, until he begins to 
think he knows all things. He takes every occasion 
to show his accomplishments by finding fault with 
the works of creation, and Providence; and this is an 
exercise in which he cannot long continue without learn­
ing to disbelieve in any being greater than himself.

former being 
Attorney-Gen- 
Ghiet Justice 

Pennsylvania; 
several times

maker of the universe; fiercely they rage against

that condemns, and the mercy that offers to par­
them. The orator who relieves them by assur-
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IS CANNIBALISM A MYTH?
Practiced Only When Compelled by Hunger or 

Observed as a Religious Rite.

BY GEORGE C. BARTLETT.

I quote the following paragraph from “The 
Sketch,” London, Sept. i8, 1907 :

People who have recently met and enjoyed the culL 
tured conversation of the latest of our toreign guests, 
the Hon. Arthur Barclay, President ol Liberia, may 
be surprised to learn tnat he rules over a land which 
constitutes perhaps the most remarkable blend of en­
lightenment and savagery now known. The President 
is the “most remarkable African” Sir Harry Johnston 
knows; a man self-taught and deeply read. He has 
brought the finances of Liberia out of chaos -to respect­
able solidity, and kept the colony of emancipated slaves 
upon the highway of progress. Yet in the interior can­
nibalism is rampant: it is cannibalism which prompts 
the many inter-tribal wars by which the land is vexed. 
Old customs die hard. Luckily evil is not alone per­
sistent. Mr. Durand has recently told us that he has 
heard a song on the subject of the Virgin Mary sung 
in a part of Africa which has not been visited by mis­
sionaries since the Jesuits were driven forth, two hun­
dred years ago.

Has there ever been, or is there to-day such 
a custom practiced as cannibalism ? I think not, 
or rarely, as in cases of extreme hunger and then 
it is just as apt to occur among the whites as the 
blacks. I have read many accounts in many 
books of the practice of cannibalism, but in every 
instance it is the story as seen by another—never 
by the writer. I have been quite an extensive 
traveler in what are supposed to be cannibalistic 
countries, especially in the Feejee Islands. 1 
quote the following from an article I wrote after 
my Visit there, in the year 1891 :

I have noticed a number of articles in the 
daily press recently upon cannibalism. It seems 
to be a mania, with some writers, to originate— 
entirely in their own brains—the most factitious 
stories about cannibalism, picturing the savages 
in a wild, ferocious state oi madness for human 
flesh ! I have had some experience as a traveler 
among those termed savage tribes, and on this 
voyage en. route for Australia our vessel, the 
MacGregor, stopped for the first time at a place 
called Kandavra, in the Feejee Islands. It was 
thought by the manager of this line of steamers 
that it would be profitable to make a landing 
there each trip, taking on a goodly supply of fine 
fruits, bananas, oranges, lemons, etc. The ex­
periment, however, proved a failure; for, as we 
were sailing slowly out, we suddenly ran upon a 
coral reef. We remained on this reef for about 
one week, and finally, abandoning the Mac­
Gregor, were taken on board another vessel.

While living on the reef I went ashore each 
day, accompanied by a Feejee, who came down 
from the city of Levaska to act as guide and in­
terpreter to our captain. We visited a Feejee 
village, about four miles inland, daily, which 
afforded us an opportunity to study what would 
naturally be supposed to be as barbarous a race 
as inhabited the earth. The interpreter told us 
that these natives had never seen a white man. 
They had never in any way received enlighten­
ment from association with people we term civ­
ilized. They came aboard our steamer in great 
numbers, but would not touch our food. A more 
gentle, loving, peaceable race of people I never 
met. Their clothing—Adam and Eve-like—con­
sisted of a band of leaves wrapped around their 
loins. Later T often watched the young girls 
walking along the hillside, with their arms 
around each other’s waists, and other like indi­
cations were noticeable, showing that their natv 
ural instincts were affectionate and good ; and, 
strange to say, the women were virtuous, the 
penalty for unchastity being death.* Think of it!

They used a kind of wine, which I think was 
called guava. Their mode of manufacturing it, 
which may not be quite as civilized a process as 
our method of manufacturing gin or beer, was 
as follows : Imagine a picturesque hut, made of 
clay, grass, branches and leaves, in the centre of 
which is placed a large cocoanut bowl, with a 
half dozen dusky maidens, from twelve to eight­
een years of age, sitting around it all busily 
chewing a root—looking much as our girls do 
when chewing gum—and expectorating in the 
bowl. When a sufficient amount is thus pro­
duced it is ready for use. It is not exactly an 
opiate, or a liquor, but rather a cross between 
the two. It produces sleep, is considered by 
them a sacred drink, and is used at their native 
religious ceremonies. As I wish some excuse 

for acknowledging that 1 tasted the beverage, I 
will say the interpreter told me that they would 
be much offended if I refused it; and as it is myx 
custom to refuse nothing new (or old) that is 
offered me to drink, I accepted on this occasion.

An Englishman, who was a Feejee planter, 
was one of the passengers on our steamer. He 
had lived in the Feejee Islands a number 01 
years, and knew the different tribes, their his­
tory, peculiarities, etc. I expressed to him my 
surprise to find this Feejee tribe, which I hau 
had the privilege of mingling with, and studying 
their character, such a pleasing, kind, and moral 
people, apparently averaging in intelligence with 
people in general. He told me that the stories 
about cannibalism were untrue ; that they were 
all exaggerations. 1 said to him there must be 
some fare where there is so much smoke. He 
said yes, that was true, and that through years 
of study and investigation, and living among 
these unknown tribes, he had found, he thought, 
the truth from which came the untruth. He ex­
plained it in this way : The different tribes have 
wars, and it was not unusual during a prolonged 
fight, when no provisions were at liand, no fruit 
or fish, to occasionally, under pressure of intense 
hunger, barbecue and eat the dead body of an 
enemy, as during the siege at Paris the French 
ate rats, cats, and dogs, and under similar trying 
circumstances many white men have also de­
voured human flesh.

After investigating this subject of cannibalism, 
looking into it as I have had rhe opportunity to 
do, in rhe faeejee Islands, Africa, and many other 
countries, I have come to the conclusion that it 
is mostly mythical.

One of the peculiarities about the Feejee Is­
lands was the absence of animal life. It may be 
well known to some people, but it was a great 
surprise to me, that not an animal of any descrip­
tion had ever been seen on the islands. Is it 
natural, then, that such a people would crave an­
imal food, a people who had never tasted it? 
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in leaves, bury it in the earth, build a fire over 
it, and when it is cooked and the leaves removed 
it looks as tempting as a fish cooked on Manhat­
tan Island.

Nothing is more vividly impressed upon my 
mind than the picture of that heejee village; and 
although 1 have visited the principal cities of the 
world, the little Feejee village, with its simple 
life and peculiarities, is ever bringing pleasure to 
my thoughts. It was as though taken back al­
most to the beginning of the world; and it was 
wonderful to watch their primitive ways, and to 
see how they procure such a variety of articles 
that resemble those used in European countries.

The first Feejee “young gentleman” whom I 
saw sat in the doorway of a picturesque hut, 
smoking what looked like a cigarette. He smoked 
as gracefully as a Spaniard. I found upon in­
quiry that he was not smoking tobacco, but a 
leaf which resembles it somewhat, the name of 
which I have forgotten. They roll this wild cig­
arette dexterously.

The top of the first hut I entered was covered 
with bananas, which were hung there to ripen. 
A young mother was lying on the matted floor. 
She was rocking the cradle of her little twenty- 
four-hour old Feejee son. The cradle was made 
from a single leaf, a heavy vein running through 
the centre, which enabled it to be rocked with 
ease. It looked very much like the old-fashioned 
low cradle of our childhood. The leaf was so 
shaped as to hold the native babes of the woods 
—nature’s cradle.

Coral necklaces there, as here, adorned the 
necks of the females. If they wanted a string, 
either to carry fish, or to use for any other pur­
pose, it seemed as natural for them to go to a 
little sapling, rip off the bark, and give it a 
twist, as for us to procure it from a ball of twine. 
Their cooking utensils and articles used about 
the huts were interesting, and it was a study to 
observe how all these different articles corre­
sponded to the same articles used in what we 
term the civilized or moneyed nations.

They appeared to be very fond of music. One 
song I well remember. From what they told me 
I judge it was a national song, and would corre­
spond, I suppose, to our “Star Spangled Banner,” 
or the “Marseillaise” of the French. The little 
village seemed a miniature world, showing that 
whatever vibrated in the great communities of

the earth was also there, and that after all there 
is not a great difference between that little fam­
ily living in the far away Feejee Islands and the 
families who live in London or Berlin.

My recollection of the people of that Feejee 
village is most restful and pleasing. They were 
nature's happy family. They seemed to have no 
weariness. There was not a sick person in the 
village—old age being the only cause of death. 
Peace and good will prevailed; and, as the twi­
light fell upon them, it seemed like a benediction 
from God.

1 was impressed with a leading editorial in one 
of our New York journals, some days since, 
which read as follows :

After years of toil and the sacrifice of many lives, 
ventral Africa is stil'l completely at the mercy of the 
A. ab slave-traders and the savage native chiefs.

It is military force which subdues barbarism; it is 
commerce which arms force for that work. The school­
master and the missionary can accomplish nothing un­
til the soldier, hired by trade, has prepared the way 
for them.

Civilized nations have their trading stations already 
established along the African coasts. Instigated by 
greed, they will push their frontiers steadil'y further 
into the country, in a race with each other for the pos­
session of the fairest provinces. In the interest of 
trade they will prick back savagery with the bayonet, 
binding their conquests with lines of joadway. That’s 
the way in which this continent was secured for civil­
ization. The pall of barbarism cannot be lifted. . It 
must be rolled back by advancing trade. If savagery 
submits it shares the benefits of the cohquest. If it 
refuses to submit it is crushed by the strong hand. It 
has been so in all ages and countries; It will be so in 
all ages and countries. It will be so in Africa.

“The Arab slave traders”—are the Arabs as a 
race such a terrible set of men as Europeans 
paint them? Has not the Arab race passed as 
high an examination for bravery, intellect, and 
religion as other races? One Arab at least will 
live eternally—Mahomet. How about the slaves 
whom we have freed? Would not the money 
have been better spent in educating them—the 
Africans of our country—than in trying to edu­
cate and convert the Africans of Africa? Advo­
cating “military force” to “subdue” barbarism— 
we hear so much about barbarism, the heathen,.
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through the Oriental countries, and have tried 
to study the different races of mankind, and I 
have come to the conclusion that all humanity 
is much alike—one family. I believe there is as 
much civilization in Egypt, China, Japan, and 
other countries as there is in Europe and Amer­
ica. It is a question whether the foreign soldiers 
who go to Äirica are sent in the interest of mor­
ality and religion. It looks as though they went 
more for gain—for ivory and for gold.

Does it not show a good deal of conceit among 
Europeans and Americans to be constantly talk­
ing and writing of their civilization, religion, and 
morality ? Picking up one of our prominent news­
papers, I find the first article with the following 
headlines; “They call these nobles! eighty aris­
tocratic Englishmen charged with foul crimes.— 
Lord Arthur Somerset and Lord Ronald Gower 
among the accused.—They are saved from arrest 
by the British Home Office and allowed to flee 
to the Continent.—Henry Labouchere exposes 
them and calls for their immediate punishment.— 
A terrible scandal !”

In another column I read that for some wrong 
or fancied wrong a woman shot five bullets into 
the body of a citizen of. high standing. In other 
columns I see exposed the different frauds in the 
city government. In fact, the whole paper is a 
record of crime and depravity. “Physician, heal 
thyself.”

The Orientals do not build their houses so high 
as we do; their mode of life is different from 
ours, but I think if we could speak the language 
of these “savage chiefs” and commune with 
them, we would find as kind hearts, as big souls, 
as much character and integrity, as among their 
lighter-skinned brethren. Far-away countries 
have been vilified, and ridiculous and exaggera­
ted stories are continually told about them. I 
hope some step may be taken soon for a World 
Congress, so that the West may learn of the 
East, and the East of the West; and if that time 
should come [It came; this was written in 1891, 
and the prophecy has been fulfilled], the amount 
of Eastern wisdom that would be showered 
down for the West, in my estimation, would be 
surprising! The human family ought to mingle 
and know each other better. Is it not time that 
the sword was put by, and in its stead arbitra­
tion, goodness of soul, and intelligence, rule the 
world? Are not the real barbarians the soldiers 
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and the people who sustain them? Jf we cannot 
carry what we consider our advantages and our 
civilization into the heart of Africa save by the 
sword, by the ravages of war and rum, then I 
should say leave Africa for her own people.

In conclusion I would say—were I not afraid 
of offending my Christian brother—that the 
nearest approach to a cannibal that I have ever 
witnessed is a communicant in an orthodox 
church. _____ «, »_____

THE AMAZING MURPHY CASE.
How the Catholic Church Plays Fast and Loose 

with Marriage Ties.
BY GEORGE TREBELLS.

I call the special attention of all in any way 
connected with the Roman Church or who have 
been connected with it formerly, to the fol­
lowing story voluntarily put before the English 
public by its Roman Catholic hero. I take the 
story from my notes of the report of the case 
which he brought before a court of law, which 
is given in the Times of London on Thursday 
July 7, 1898, only ten years ago. The report is 
on page 14.

In the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Divis­
ion of the High Court, before the Rt. Hon. Sir 
F. H. Jeune, president, in the case of Murphy 
V. the Attorney General, it was shown that 
Charles Oscar Murphy, a native of Ireland, came 
to Manchester at the age of nineteen, studied 
medicine, and became a physician. He appears 
to have been successful and to have maintained 
so important an establishment as to require a 
housekeeper. In 1876 he engaged a young 
woman of 28, named Martha Price, for that posi­
tion; and four years later he proposed to marry 
her. He thereupon went to his parish priest. 
Father Birch, to arrange for his marriage. But 
Father Birch knew Manchester better than the 
young Irishman, and he impressed on him that 
it would be wiser for social reasons to think the 
matter over seriously.

The mode in which he thought it over seri­
ously was, instead of marrying her as he had in­
tended, he went straight home and immediately 
rook" ner to hitnself as his unmarried ammxyl 
He and Miss Price went on their knees in the 
drawing room and pledged themselves “in the 
presence of God to look on each other as mar­
ried.” Here, as the immediate result of priestly 
and worldly-wise advice, this man made this 
woman the old, transpontine villain’s promise 
and assurance of being married in the sight of 
God. Nothing is said that the priest suggested 
this, but the next day when Mr. Charles Oscar 
Murphy called on him and informed him what 
he had done, Father Birch assured him it was 
a valid marriage ; and a short while after wrote 
to him for five pounds (about twenty-four dol­
lars and twenty-five cents) for his share in the 
event. It must most emphatically be under­
stood that this priest performed no ceremony ; 
the “in the eye of heaven” declaration and the 
entry into marital relations took place without 
his knowledge ; but were merely the practical 
outcome of the inference Dr. Murphy drew from 
his advice. There were no witnesses whatever.

The affair was kept secret for six years—a 
fact, considering the man was a doctor, which 
carries with it an implication of more than mere 
social treachery ; but in 1882 a scandal was set 
about that he was “keeping” his housekeeper. He 
appealed to the Roman Catholic vicar-general, 
who thereon issued to him the following bogus 
certificate, written on ordinary paper in the 
ordinary manner without any date : “Vicar- 
General’s Office, Diocese of Salford. I hereby 
certify that Dr. Charles Oscar Murphy of 1166 
Oxford Road, Manchester, was married to 
Martha Price of the same address, on September 
15, 1876. In faith of which I hereto append my 
hand and seal. Canon Sheehan, V. G. By 
command of my Lord Bishop. W. Hill, Diocesan 
Secretary.”

What he was charged for this is not in my 
notes. The person called “My Lord Bishop,” 
who is explicitly given as authorizing it, was 
Herbert Vaughan, afterward Cardinal Vaughan, 
and the man who countersigned this paper 
for the Bishop of Salford had the assurance to 
tell the court that “this was not a certificate in 
the ordinary sense at all.” Nevertheless it was 
given to this doctor and his mistress to be put 
before Roman Catholic society in Manchester as 
a certificate from the bishop hitnself, and the 
vicar-general ! Vaughan, the bishop, had the 
audacity, after this, on his oath to assure the 

court that “the whole thing was completely new 
to him ; the Roman Catholic church would not 
recognize that as a proper certificate of marriage. 
It should never have been given.”

Now in 1888, ten years before this declaration 
of Bishop Herbert Vaughan, Dr. Murphy de­
sired to go to Rome as a pilgrim, and with this 
lady to be presented to the pope ; when, to se­
cure their admission to the pope’s reception, a 
certificate was issued to them, containing the 
statement that Dr. Charles Oscar Murphy, 
“moved by filial devotion towards the Holy 
See, had set out for the Holy City accompanied 
by his wife in the hope of receiving the apostolic 
benediction.” It was signed “Given at Salford, 
March 15, 1888. Herbert, Bishop of Salford. 
Wm. Hill, Secretary.”

Cardinal Vaughan’s declaration of ignorance 
after his name had been affixed to a bogus cer­
tificate by the diocesan secretary is audacious. 
He was at that time an active, healthy, and ex­
tremely energetic business man—a man who 
years after rushed up the building of a vast 
cathedral as his own clerk of the works, in a 
very few years : far from an invertebrate who 
would allow his name to be used without his 
knowledge. Men in even the social position of 
a physician are scarce among Roman Catholics 
in Manchester; and the very object of the fraud 
was to retain Dr. Murphy in good society. It 
is incredible that Vaughan could have been 
ignorant of this extraordinary story relating to 
a man who must have constantly met him and 
have been од his own visiting list.

It is to be noted that Vaughan did not 
he regarded the marriage as invalid, but that 
the certificate was not 
throws an amazing 
of the very highest and most responsible of 
the popish priesthood. But of all the asti----- L
points which come to the mind in considering 
the most astonishing is that this 
cated man-of-the-world, living in the city which 
has given its name to practical and hard and 
methodical business arrangements, and associat­
ing with business men—should have lived in 
doubt for twenty-two years before he consulted 
a. Lawyer. TTKlìw ttxatxe ts. the tact that. these. men, 
instead of keeping quiet this tissue of frauds on 
society, and imposture, and bogus certificates, 
and extortion for worthless forgeries—or other 
worthless nonsense, themselves drag it before 
the whole world by a preposterous action to en­
deavor to reverse a fact in English law which 
every servant girl and errand boy is supposed, 
and justly supposed, to know thoroughly—that 
no girl is wedded without "'marriage lines”— 
that is to say, a legal marriage certificate given 
to the bride before the consummation of the

say

casea proper one. This 
light on the methods
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man—an edu-

marriage.
The report in the Times is very long and inter 

esting and should be studied carefully by every­
one, especially clergymen and lawyers who may­
be likely to be called on to deal with cases aris­
ing from the pope’s new marriage decree. Files of 
the Times are in most public libraries. I have 
been informed there is an exceptionally' good one 
in the library in Boston,

Turkey and the Jews.
One of the side issues of the granting of a 

constitution in Turkey will be the effect this is 
likely to have upon the future development of 
the Zionist movement, thinks the London cor­
respondent of a New York paper.

The first step toward Zionism's object of found­
ing a legally assured home for the Jewish people 
in Palestine is the grant of a charter by the Sul­
tan. The late Dr. Herzl had more than one 
interview with him for the purpose of obtaining 
this instrument, but the Sultan would assent 
only to the creation of a number of scattered 
colonies, and negotiations were dropped.

Now that a constitution is coining into force 
leading Zionists are of the opinion that the con­
tinuance of diplomatic negotiations will be pos­
sible, since they will no longer depend solely 
upon the personal will of the Sultan. A more 
immediate result of the new regime will prob­
ably be that Zionist propaganda will openly be 
permitted in the Turkish Empire—a development 
that will be quite as important as the recent 
promise given by M. Stolypin to the Zionist 
leader that the movement will no longer be hin­
dered in Russia.

It is also interesting to note that the Zionist 
organization has just founded the Anglo -Levan­
tine Company to carry on banking business in 
Constantinople.

SCHOOL BOARD’S APOLOGY.

Why East Aurora Excludes Ingersoll's Works 
from Its Public Library.

The Board of Education of East Aurora, N. Y., 
which has charge of the public library of that 
hamlet, lately declined to accept from Mrs. 
Marilla M. Ricker a full set of the works of 
Robert G. Ingersoll. The correspondence re­
lating to the matter was published in The Truth 
Seeker of August 22. The Board concluded to 
accept a set of the printed books of Elbert Hub­
bard, who offered them along with comments on 
the rejection of Ingersoll. In the acceptance let­
ter the Board endeavors to pròve the “Atheism” 
of Ingersoll not by quoting his own words but 
by reproducing a quantity of drivel from his 
maligners—a pious and eminently Christian 
method. The board (or the clergyman employed 
to speak for its members) wrote Mr. Hubbard 
as follows:

We regret that you should have found it necessary, 
in making your oiler, to criticize the action of this 
board in declining to accept a complete edition of the 
writings of Robert G. Ingersoll. We stated that we 
would have been glad to accept the selected works 
of Ingersoll, but the complete edition was offered us 
more especially, as was apparent from the letter of 
Mrs. Ricker, because it included Ingersoll’s writings 

i on religious subjects; in other words, his Atheistical 
i writings. We do not place your writings in any re­

spect on the same plane with those of Robert G. In- 
I gersoil. In refusing to accept Ingersoll's Atheistical 
i writings, we did our duty, as we believe, to the children 
i whose education has been placed in our charge by 
. religious parents.

In your letter you say that we “are presuming to 
* sit as censors as to what the people of East Aurora 

shall read," and that “if Ingersoll’s writings were de- 
i barred by law from circulation,” we “might then well 

decline to house them”; and that our refusal to ac- 
< cept the Ingersoll writings is "an injustice and a hard-
■ ship for the community we are supposed to serve.” 

You further say that the village library is not merely
Í a library for school children, but for all of the peo- 
. pie in town, yourself included. In reply, we would 
: call your attention to the fact that the State Edu- 
! cation Department at Albany furnishes a part of the 
. money for the purchase of books for the library lo-
■ cated in the High School building, and that thia de­

partment must approve of the books purchased by
¡ us for the library before it wül furnish a part of the 

money for the payment thereof. This department has 
V elr-eady ratasei to approve the purchase ot the writ- 

I ings of Robert G. Ingersoll.
While the library is intended largely for the use of 

the children in the school and is largely used by 
them, we recognize the force of your statement that 
it is also a village library, and in order to meet the 
situation fairly and to be consistent in our determina­
tion to protect the children of religious parents, we 
are contemplating the establishment of a department

■ of objectionable literature in this library, to correspond 
to aimiiar departments in other public libraries, and 
then to place in the department of objectionable llt-

| erature such books as should not properly be read by 
school children, under a rule that such books can not 
be -a» en out by any child without the special re­
quest of its parents. It may be, by examination of 
the set of books which you so generously offer us, 
we shall find it necessary to place a certain number 

; of the forty volumes which you offer in this depart­
ment of objectionable literature.

To prove to you that we have good authority for 
our opinion of the Atheistical writings of Colonel In- 

, gersoil. we would quote from the opinions of a great 
л merican and a great Englishman, the former being 
the Hen. Jeremiah S. Black, a former Attorney-Gen- 

: eral of the United States and a former Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the State of Pennsylvania; 
the lattar being William E. Gladstone, several times 
Prime Minister and one of the greatest of England’s 
statesmen. They crossed swords with Ingersoll twenty

■ years ago when he was engaged in a vigorous attack 
: on religion, and published answers in the North Ameri­

can Review to Ingersoll's Atheistical articles. The for­
mer expressed himself as follows:

"The had classes of society have always hated the 
doctrine and discipline which reproached their wick- 

¡ edness and frightened them by threats of punishment 
in another world. Aforetime they showed their con- 

. tempt of divine authority only by their- actions; but 
I now, under new leadership, their enmity against God 

breaks out into articulate blasphemy. They assemble 
themselves together; they hear with passionate ad- 

Í miration the bold harangue which ridicules and defies 
i the maker of the universe; fiercely they rage against 

the highest, and loudly they laugh, alike at the jus­
tice that condemns, and the mercy that offers to par­
don them. The orator who relieves them by assur­
ances of impunity, and tells them that no supreme au­
thority has made any law to control them, is applauded 
to the echo, and paid a high price for his congenial 
labor; he pockets their money, and flatters himself 
that he is a great power, profoundly moving 'the world 
of thought/

“The lamentable fact must be admitted that 'a little 
learning is a dangerous thing’ to some persons. The 
sciolist, with a mere smattering of physical knowledge, 
is apt to mistake himself for a philosopher, and, swell­
ing with his own importance, he gives out, like Simon 
Magus, ‘that himself is some great one.’ His vanity 
becomes inflamed more and more, until he begins to 
think he knows all things. He takes every occasion 
to show his accomplishments by finding fault with 
the works of creation, and Providence; and this is an 
exercise in which he cannot long continue without learn­
ing to disbelieve in any being greater than himself. 
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It was to such a person, and not to the unpretend­
ing simpleton, that Solomon applied his often-quoted 
aphorism, ‘tue tool hath said in his heart, there is no 
God.’ These are what Paul refers to as ‘vain 
babblings and the opposition of science, falsely so call­
ed,’ but they are perfectly powerless to stop or turn 
aside the great current of human thought on the sub­
ject of Christian theology. That majestic stream, 
supplied from a thousand unfailing fountains, rolls 
on and will roll forever.”

The latter wrote as follows:
“Colonel Ingersoll writes with a rare and enviable 

brilliancy, but also with an impetus which he seems un­
able to control. Denunciation, sarcasm and invective, 
may in consequence be said to constitute the staple 
of his work; and, if argument, or some favorable ad­
mission here and there, peeps out for a moment, the 
writer socn leaves the dry and barren heights of care­
ful thought for his favorite and more luxurious gal­
loping-grounds beneath.”

In using the phrase, “the religious faith of the 
American nation,” we intended to refer to a religious 
faith of the American people. We might be presumed 
to be familiar with the fact that freedom of religion 
is guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States, 
but an examination of the last census of the United 
States, will disclose the fact that the American peo­
ple cherish a religious faith.

We have no intention of undertaking to interfere 
with the choice of citizens as to what they would read 
or as to the form of worship that they prefer. The 
Village of East Aurora is a church-going community, 
having at the present time no less than nine churches 
for a population of less than 3,000 persons, and it is 
evident that in undertaking to follow the wishes of 
the parents of the children who attend the East Aurora 
Union School by declining to receive the Atheistical 
writings of Robert G. Ingersoll we have made no mis­
take. Yours very respectfully,

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF EAST 
AURORA HIGH SCHOOL.

TWILIGHT OF REPUBLICANISM.

BY CHARLES B. WAITE.

Second Article.

Of the 22 delegates front the State of Ala 
bama, in the fourteenth Republican National Con 
vention. 13 were Federal office-holders.

Of the 10 delegates from Florida, 7 were Fed­
eral office-holders.

Of the 26 delegates-from Georgia, 13 were Fed­
eral office-holders.

Of the 18 delegates from Louisiana, 9 were I 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 6 delegates from Delaware, 3 were Fed­
eral office-holders.

Of the 18 delegates from Arkansas, 8 were 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 20 delegates from Mississippi, 7 were 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 24 delegates from North Carolina, 10 
were Federal office-holders.

Of the 24 delegates from Tennessee, 8 were 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 36 delegates from Te^as, 12 were Fed­
eral office-holders.

Of the 24 delegates from Virginia, 8 were 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 26 delegates from Kentucky, 8 were 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 70 delegates from Maryland, Missouri, 
and South Carolinia, 12 were Federal office­
holders.

Of the 78 delegates from New York, 16 were 
Federal office-holders.

Of the 54 delegates' from Illinois, 12 were Fed­
eral office-holders.

Of the 76 delegates from Ohio and Indiana, 
10 were Federal office-holders.

Of the 92 delegates from New Jersey and Penn­
sylvania, 10 were Federal office-holders.

Of the 38 delegates from Wisconsin, Wyoming 
and Utah, 11 were Federal office-holders.

Of the no delegates from Kansas, Massachu­
setts, Michigan, Nebraska and Oklahoma, 10—2 
from each—were Federal office-holders.

Add 16, i each, from California, Connecticut, 
Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island. 
Vermont, Washington, West Virginia, Arizona 
and Hawaii, and we have the nice little sum ol 
203 Federal office-holders in the fourteenth Re­
publican National Convention.

One-fourth of them were postmasters. Of the 
others, a goodly number were in the revenue 
service, many of them drawing large salaries.

The total salaries of the office-holding dele­
gates aggregated about 750,000 dollars, annually. 
Here was a corruption fund of three-quarters of 
a million, which could be drawn upon when 
necessary, for the purpose of controlling the ac­
tion of the Convention.

Was not such a Convention a national dis­
grace? Was it, in any just sense, a delegated 
Republican Convention? Who selected the dele­

gates? Did the delegates in this convention 
choose a President, or did a President choose the 
delegates ?

His 203 delegates would, of course, act in a 
body, and it would only be necessary to get 287 
of the other delegates to act with them to make 
a majority.

If, then, the non-office-holding delegates had 
been opposed to the nomination of Taft by 200 
majority ; still, he could have been and would 
have been nominated over their heads. And 
this is Republicanism !

Talk about trusts! Here was a huge trust, 
composed of office-holders and office-seekers, 
formed for the purpose of controlling all the 
best places, from the presidency down.

Talk about corporations ! Here was a great 
national corporation, at the head of which was 
the President of the United States, while the 
corporate body extended into every State, ter­
ritory and dependency.

Talk about monopolies ! Here was a vast mo­
nopoly, formed for the purpose of engrossing 
and conserving all the offices at the disposal of 
the administration

Talk about a square deal ! Here whs a square 
deal in the public power and patronage.

No candidate for President, except the Presi­
dent’s candidate, had any show whatever ; and in 
a contest, the contesting delegate had no more 
chance of getting a seat than he had of being 
struck by lightning, unless it should be con­
sidered good political policy to give him a seat.

The President could not have done the peo­
ple a greater sendee than to leave them severe­
ly alone, in the getting up and management of 
the National Convention.

On the contrary, however much or little he 
may have had to do with the selection of the 
delegates, there was no concealment of the fact 
that he managed and controlled the Convention 
completely ; that ail the proceedings were under 
his advice, supervision and direction.

If Secretary Taft is elected he will owe it to- 
the President. Jf he is defeated, the President 
will be responsible. For the defeat will be, large­
ly, because there were so many office-holders in 
the convention, with so much money at their dis-
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submit to so much political dictation. It will 
be because they are unwilling to indorse and 
sanction such manifest imperialism.

Is This a Christian Nation ?

A Theocracy means government of a state 
or nation by direction of God ; and what« Chris­
tians claim to know about God and his supreme 
authority is in “the Holy Bible which is the 
Word of God” ; and so far as a civil government 
conforms to their religion it is theocratic. It is 
true as affirmed “this is a Christian nation” : 
and that “our government, state and national, is 
a Theocracy.”

Christians are forever appealing to legislative 
bodies for more laws in the interests of the 
church, for the support of religion, for appro­
priations of money, for prohibitive measures, for 
special privileges, for the bulwarks of legislation. 
And they have succeeded in gaining many points. 
If this union of church and state is-not theocratic, 
how else.can they make and operate a Theocracy?

George Washington once said the United 
States government had no connection or alliance 
with the Christian religion. That was true then, 
but not true now. Cunning religious leaders 
have worked it into a Theocracy so gradually 
that many people do not realize the fact. We 
can illustrate it by the case of a recently con­
verted colored brother during an experience 
meeting in Ebenezer Chapel. He said “Tse 
been a sinnah, a heenyus, low-down, contaminat­
ed sinnah for lo dese many yeahs ; and I never 
knowedjt.”

“Don’ let dat molest you, В rudd er Newcome,” 
spoke up a sympathetically inclined deacon. “De 
rest of 11s knowed it all de time.”

Many of our intelligent citizens have known 
for lo these many years that our government is 
theocratic, in part. There are certain links con­
necting church and state, such as the recognition 
of the Christian’s God by the motto on our coins 
—the exemption of church property from taxa­
tion, equal to a direct tax laid upon taxpayers 
for the support of religion—the compulsory ob­
servance of the Christian’s sacred day Sunday, 
by force of law—the use of Christian chaplains 

) in the army and navy.
W. J. Bryan is committed to pious whims. 

He has said he is more interested in religion 
than the science of government and would 
rather talk on it than politics because religion is 
vital, and the fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom. If Mr. Bryan’s policy be carried into 
effect Theocracy will grow some in his admin­
istration (if elected) ; for he says the chaplain is 
a necessity, and there should be two where there 
is now but one ; so as to have them Protestant 
and Catholic, that the moral needs of soldiers be 
met by the recognition of religious preference.

A. H. N.

Brief Contributions.
If there is a bad god in the heavens, do let 

us, instead of getting on our knees, have enough 
of the Greek spirit in us to make war on him, 
if we have to spend a thousand years under 
Mount Etna for our audacity.

•S П Й

“Resist not evil and it will flee from you.” 
Do the weeds in a garden patch flee if they are - 
let alone? And regarding tolerance, is it not 
odd that potatoes will tolérate thistles, but that 
thistles are too aggressive to let potatoes grow?

Horace said that the integrity of his life - 
frightened away the wolf in the Sabine woods,, 
but his subsequent description of the animal 
shows that he was pretty nearly scared to death; 
It was probably a little wolf, as much alarmed 
at Horace as the poet was at the “monster.” Had' 
there been a pack of wolves instead of one, the 
virtuous man might have had occasion to sing 
another song.

HMM
Granting that sex is not necessarily a “wicked” 

or improper subject for discussion, why should 
it be dinned into our ears that it is as “God’s sky, 
with the stars in it,” and that we are stupid if 
we can’t observe the fact. 'Love is beautiful and 
true ; the thought of sex is only an incident of it. 
Is a medical treatise akin unto an epic poem ? 
Does anybody want to turn over a hundred pages 
or so, in order to find out exactly what John 
Jones had for breakfast two weeks ago, even 
though he can supply ,recommendations to the 
Quaker Oats Company or write a -testimonial -for 
)vhi.»mi’u nay ! т*П ötires worus, wny
all this Glyn-ness, for goodness sake?

M H
The Catholic who opposes any scheme of 

economic reform because its adherents do not 
believe in his religion, is putting up a mighty 
worthless argument. Have Agnostics always' 
refused to help the Little Sisters of the Poor be­
cause the “unbelievers” did not approve of their 
theology ?

« X at

A society reporter asserts, I notice, that where 
two or three women are gathered together, there 
will be talk of clothes. Interesting class of 
women “Willie” must have to hang about. If 
the Pharisee were going up to the temple in these 
days, maybe he might thank the “Lord” that he 
did not have to produce a column every day 
about the doings of “society.” And, by the way, 
what could be more absurd than that the least 
efficient portion of society should constantly pro­
ceed to label itself the whole?

H H X
The emotionalism of women, which now finds 

an outlet in religious zeal, will be lessened when 
there is a chance to live the active life ; and when 
wo,men themselves are enabled to make useful 
laws, they will not be so concerned about “hold­
ing up the hands of the pastor” as lie wages 
verbal war on greed and fraud. As it is now, 
church affairs are about the only ones (outside 
the home) in which a domestic woman may in­
terest herself without bringing upon her head 
clerical condemnation for neglecting her family 
and trying to escape her proper “sphere.”

X at x

The new Christian Socialist play, “The Servant 
in the House,” seems to be drawing large audi­
ences of the orthodox, who (perhaps) will dis­
course today about the beaut” and “sacredness” 
of this drama, tomorrow will lament that its 
teaching is impracticable, and next week will 
quite approve when the police chase off the 
street such dangerous agitators as think that men 
willing to work ought not to be starving with 
abundance on every side of them. As for the 
Drain Man, I wonder whether he really yearns 
to attend to drains, or whether he wants to sit 
on velvet cushions in the church? Not but that 
he has a perfect right to take his turn at the 
cushions; but the idea of representing the third 
or fourth estate as all benevolence ! L, D. H,
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Minor Editorial Note and Comment.
The letter left by the Rev. Albert 

Trick, the Presbyterian minister who 
committed 'suicide in this city last week, 
bears the inference that he had not 
preached his convictions. In that letter 
he expressed a belief and a joy “in the 
better day dawning in a world with its 
superstitions and errors, like all the 
other religions of man that have passed 
away.” The letter goes on:

“And religion itself, pure and simple— 
religion that has a passion for truth, 
justice, love, liberty, purity and human­
ity—ye gods! What does the church 
care for these things—for truth? It 
twists all the facts, philosophy and ex­
pressions Of history to make them 
square with the petty traditions and 
systems of the day. The day will come 
'when the world will know that, sacred 
as is the place that Jesus holds in the 
world’s esteem,'they are no more bound 
by what he taught, did and thought than 
they are by the precepts of Robert Inger­
soll. I wish I could live and preach 
this, but I am broken .too much and the 
habit of my long life of self-denial and 
suffering—always so tragical—forbids it. 
I do not complain. ’Tis all a destiny. 
I feared life from infancy and I regret 
that.I did not bravely bear to be my true 
self and fight out my life as God made 
me, not as he made the Nazarene, who 
simply in his time and way bravely 
-lived out his tragical and brief life.”

The Rev. Mr. Trick had seen the truth, 
or at least he saw the error and false­
hood of religion and thè church, but ow­
ing to his failing- sight and dependence 
upon others he could not make the dec­
laration he would have done had he re­
tained his health and the ability to earn 
a living. So he’died by his own hand, 
full of regrets, that he could not take 
the manly stand. That, is the penalty 
the church reserves for the men who in 
their youth consent to wear its muzzle 
and who in their old age cannot afford 
to throw it off.

itdward M.Schindler or Brooklyn, who 

suffered oppression at the hands of the 
court under the Sunday law, seeks recom­
pense, and to that end has sued the three 
judges,' Justices Ready, O’Keefe, and 
Flemingp-of the Court of Special Sessions, 
for $10,000 each. Summons and complaint 
have been served on the defendants. It 
appears from the complaint, that Schind­
ler was running a moving picture show at 
2702 Atlantic avenue, Brooklyn, on April 
16, 1907, when he was arrested for viola­
ting section 265 of the Penal Code, which 
relates to the- Sabbath law. This is a 
misdemeanor, and the maximum penalty 
for the first offense is a $10 fine and im­
prisonment for five- days. Schindler’s 
was a first offense, but the judges fined 
him $100, with the option of going to 
jail for thirty days. His lawyers contend 
that they have decisions, given in New 
York law, which hold public officials, in­
cluding those on the bench, liable to a 
civil action for acting in excess of their 
powers, and the contention is emphasized 
in the complaint that the defense of ju­
dicial error cannot be set up, as it was 
pointed out to Justices Ready, O’Keefe 
and Fleming at the time that sentence 
was passed that the penalty they were 
imposing on Schindler was in excess of 
that prescribed by law. Surely if con­
tempt of court is punishable in a citizen, 
contempt for the people and their laws 
ought to be in a judge.

The Herald of Reynoldsville, Pa., ac­
cuses the people of Big Run of failing 
in their duty in that they permitted the 
Rev. Mr. Sydow to leave the placo with­
out a coat of tar and feathers. The 
reverend is charged with leading two 
children astray, the youngest a girl of 
fifteen. The lieraid says: “According 
to the story that the child has told her 
lawyer, it was the practice of Rev. Sy­
dow, when his own family could be in­
veigled out of the way, to kneel with 
the child in prayer. While the two were 
upon their knees with their heads bowed 
and their hands raised in supplication 

to God, Rev. Sydow would ask the Al­
mighty to send him a message as to 
whether or not it would be right for him 
to carry out his designs apoh the child. 
Over the wireless system Rev. Sydow 
had of getting messages to and from 
the Lord, he always managed to get an 
answer favorable to his purposes, and 
the trusting child, ignorant of the enor­
mity of the sin she was committing, and 
guided by this pretending man of God, 
soon found that she was to become a 
mother.” The preacher was admitted to 
bail, which he jumped. Some other man 
of God will take up in Big Run the busi­
ness of preaching the religion through 
which his victims were led to ruin.

Disquieting figures for Christians are 
put in circulation by James B. Murray, 
presumably a reverend, of Yonkers, N. Y. 
Mr. Murray, who delivered an address 
before the Sunday school superintend­
ents’ congress at the recent twelfth tri­
ennial convention of the International 
Sunday School Association, asserts that 
“out of all the Sunday school scholars in 
the United States and Canada (now num­
bering 14,000,000) over one-half, under 
present conditions, go down to death un­
saved and without hope." In other 
words, Mr. Murray would say that not 
one-half of the young persons who at­
tend Sunday school ever get converted 
and join the church. According to the 
statistics he gives, the bulk of the 
members of the church are converted be­
fore the age of twenty years—that is to 
say, before they are old enough to judge 
for themselves whether religion has any­
thing authentic in it or not. It is a fact 
the church ought to be ashamed to dis­
close.

The death at Portland, Me., August 28, 
fhp. T? av. De. TìoyxaXcL Sugö

tor of the Collegiate Church of St. Nicho­
las, in New York city, removes a Pres­
byterian preacher against whom charges 
of heresy were hurled. The Truth Seek­
er in various numbers of 1905 published 
statements by Dr. Mackay for the issuing 
of which it was proposed to light a fire 
under him. One of his heresies was say­
ing that he had no patience with theology 
which demanded that “a godly husband 
shall say amen to the damnation of his 
wife; the godly parents shall sing halle­
lujah at the passing Of the sentence of 
death against their only child; the godly 
child shall approve the damnation of his 
wicked parents, the father who begot 
him and the mother who bore him." His 
repudiation of “crude and pitiless theolo­
gy,” as he denominated Calvinism, show­
ed the influence of Ingersoll on the minds 
of the Presbyterian clergy.

The Nebraska minister is not forgot­
ten who made so powerful a plea to his 
congregation to confess and repent that 
a woman was moved to make public 
acknowledgment of her intimacy with 
himself and her contrition therefor—to 
his immediate and utter undoing. 
Preacher John Hutchinson of St. Louis 
was even more unfortunate than the 
brother further west. The other night 
at the close of the religious exercises 
which Hutchinson was conducting at the 
Union Mission, and when he had urged 
his comrades to come to the mourners’ 
bench and lay their sins ou the altar, 
Cora Thompson, a girl of twenty years, I 
responded. Going forward, Miss Thoinp; 
son laid a tiny baby at the preacher's 
feet and said, “Here is your little bur­
den of sin.” The meeting broke up with 
Hutchinson’s confession of his fall from 
grace.

A discussion of the Sunday question 
is maintained In the Evening Record of 
Hackensack, N. J. Isaac Goldman of the 
Hackensack Libera! Club advocates the 
liberal and historical view with credit. 
Mr. Goldman challenges any doctor of

divinity to produce a particle of cred­
ible evidence tending to establish the 
existence of the Christian Sabbath prior 
to the beginning of the fourth century. 
The history of the Christian Sabbath 
proves that it was introduced by the 
half-pagan Emperor Constantine, who I 
adopted the day which was by the heath- ! 
en devoted to the worship of the Sun— I 
whence it derived its name. The doc­
tors of divinity are not so likely to an­
swer Mr. Goldman’s facts as they are 
to boycott the Evening Record for print­
ing them.

One of the evening papers speaks of F. 
P. Earle and his wife, whose conduct 
brought the theory of affinities into con­
tempt, as “the pair of Freethinkers.” Pos- | 
sibly the reporter meant Freelovers, but 
they do not seem to be even that. Mr. I 
Earle’s course has been that which is | 
marked out in the scriptures: “When a 
man hath taken a wife, and marries her, I 
and it come to pass that she find no fa- 
vor in his eyes ... then let him write I 
her a bin of divorcement, and give it in I 
her hand, and send her out of his 1 
house” (Dent, xxiv, 1>. That line of con­
duct was not deduced from the principles 
of Freethought.

When the Rev. Benjamin F. Graff was 
dropped from the pulpit of the Ridge­
wood Baptist church of Joliet. HI.. un­
der the accusation of shooting craps, it 
looked as if his congregation was over­
particular. But the congregation may 
have known more than was charged. The 
Rev. Graff, who has been working in 
the Law and Order cause in Van Buren 
county, Mich., collecting evidence against 
the keepers of “blind trigs." is reported 
to be under arrest at the instance of his 
wife. Mrs. Graff says he has deserted 
her, withdrawn his support, and taken 
up with another woman. If these preach­
ers do not reform soon we shall lose 
confidence in them as moral guides.

A clergyman has published his protest 
against a "certain novel of a danger­
class” in which a minister of the gos­
pel is painted as villain. “How easy.” he 
pleads, “for the author to have portrayed 
in natural and unforced his vil­
lain as perhaps a newspaper or theatri­
cal man, professions notoriously loose 
and of wanton tendencies." The clergy- 
have never attacked the theatrical pro­
fession as immoral without getting as 
good as they sent, including a reminder 
of their own shortcomings. With so 
many clerical scandals to keep track of, I 
what time does the newspaper шап 

find in which to cut loose and be wan- I 
ton?

The Evening World moralizes on the I 
"altered moral standards” which have I 
raised the lid at Asbury Park and Ocean | 
Grove and turned those camp-meeting
resorts into places of worldly amusement. 
The World thinks the inroads made on 
orthodox traditions may well arouse the 
concern of the directors of these places. 
We think the directors are the last per­
sons who will be worried. Have not 
the New Jersey courts decided that as 
religious corporations their property can-

I not be taxed?

* Does it sound like separation of church I 
and state when we read of Governor I 
Fort of New Jersey calling on the troops 
to enforce the Bishops’ Sunday law, and 
the governor of Missouri threatening Sab­
bath-breakers with the militia? We sac­
rifice nothing for liberty, but everything 
for the maintenance of a Sunday law that 
is worth absolutely nothing to the people,
and from which nobody profits except at 
the expense of others.

The eightieth birthday of Count Tols­
toy occurred on Aug. 28 and found the 
aged philosopher dangerously ill. As 
this most eminent of Russia's humanita­
rian reformers and literary men was not 
reconciled to the church, the people of 
Russia were forbidden to celebrate the 
anniversary.

THE WORSHIP OF 
AUGUSTUS CÆSAR

Derived from a Study of Monu­
ments, Coins, Calendars, Aeras, 

Astronomical and Ast» o- 
logical Cycles, Etc.

BY ALEX. DEL MAR,
Formerly Director of the U. S. Bureau of 

Commerce, Navigation and Statistics.

This great work, now in its eighth year 
of popularity, is in fact a Date-book or 
Encyclopedia of Messiahs, of whom it 
gives the dates and lives of over 500, 
with every detail of birth, miracles, sac­
raments, sufferings, expiation and death. 
Some of these the author traces back by 
reliable indications to nearly 2000 В. C., 
finding them in Babylonia, Judea, Egypt, 
Greece, Rome and even distant Mexico, 
Guatemala and Peru. The work con­
cludes with the Apotheosis of Augustus 
Caesar, A. D. 1. and his universal wor­
ship as the Son of God and Savior of the 
World, throughout the entire Roman em­
pire.—Cambridge Encyclopedia.

Thanks to Mr. Del Mar the key to the 
Roman synchretism is now in our hands 
to open the Past and view the Future. 
. . . “The Worship of Augustus Cae­
sar” does not avowedly touch upon the 

I great Question, but it lays the broad 
I foundation of knowledge necessary for 

its intelligent solution. A significant and 
■ important work.—Thaddeus B. Wake- 
I man. President of the Liberal University.

To criticise Del Mar's great work, “The 
I Worship of Augustus,” demands a very 

thorough knowledge of ancient writings 
i and inscriptions down to the time when 

Christianity replaced paganism as the 
I State religion oí Rome. We shall there- 
! fore not attempt to criticise, but to de- 
! scribe it. The book is of such absorb- 
• ing interest and unfolds such a little 

dreamed-of vista of possibilities that it 
I were churlish not to invite others to read 
j and enjoy it as we have done.—J. W. 
I Hart, Editor of the Bookseller, News- 
' йеаЛет and Stationer.

The learning displayed in these pages 
I entitles the work to a high place in 
' American literature. It analyzes and 

exposes the false story of religion, dis­
misses it with polite contempt and sub­
stitutes the truth of history. The work is 
a revelation.—Dr. G. W. Brown in the 

i Progressive Thinker.
The attitude of the author Is that of a 

j sincere Christian who nevertheless ex- 
[ amines the foundations of religion with 

the acumen and philosophy of a Volney. 
The chapters on the ten months’ year, the 
Cross Quarter Days, the Worship oí 
Jupiter, and afterwards of the Roman 
Messiah (Augustus), are especially 
graphic. The alterations of the calendar 
by Augustus and his successors shed an 
entirely new light upon the history of 
the past.—London Chronicle.

Printed on superfine tinted paper, text 
in long primer, notes In brevier, copious 
bibliography and index, 8vo. pp. 376, price 
$3, post-paid to any part of the world. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 
Vesey St., New York.

The Maugasarian-
Crapsey Debate

Resolved, That the Jesus of the 
New Testament is a His­

torical Personage

Affirmative
REV. A. S. CRAPSEY, D.D. 

Negative

M. M. MANGASAR1AN.
The debate was held in Orchestra Hall, 

Chicago.
Dr. Crapsey is the Episcopal clergyman 

deposed from a pulpit in Rochester, N. Y, 
for heresy.

Mr. Mangasarlan is the permanent 
speaker for the Independent (Rationalist) 
Religious Society of Chicago.

Price of the Debate, 25 cents per copy.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey St, New York.
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LETTERS OF FRIENDS.
Readers desirous of communicating 

with the writers of the letters in this de­
partment may address them in care of 
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read­
dressed and forwarded.

FREETHOUGHT AND TEMPERANCE. 
From F. D. Patterson, M. D., Colorado.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
Inclosed find subscription for The 

Truth Seeker. I am here in an unco- 
guid community, and need something to 
liven me up a little.

Being in a community where there is 
a strong temperance sentiment and an 
aggressive W.C.T.U., my thoughts have 
sometimes been directed toward the 
meaning of all this; and the thought oc­
curred to me that if everybody was a 
Freethinker, the need of all this agitation 
would have vanished, for everybody from 
the least to the greatest would be a total 
abstainer. No drunkard is a Freethink­
er in the truest sense of the term, for 
through drink he has lost his power of 
distinction between an Infidel and a 
Freethinker. As far as certain ideas are 
concerned, an orthodox bigot is a bigot- 

' ed believer, while an Infidel may be a 
bigoted unbeliever. On the other hand, 
a Freethinker does what the name im­
plies and thinks. He uses his brains and 
seeks truth from whatever source it may 
be found. One who thinks knows enough 
not to run the least risk of becoming a 
drunkard. When, therefore, people be­
come educated in the right sort of way, 
the liquor traffic will itself die a natural 
death. From the standpoint of a physi­
cian who tries to keep up with the times, 
I can positively testify that, even in medi­
cine, alcohol is not absolutely necessary, 
for in every indication for alcohol some 
non-habit-f.ormi.ng drug would. do just as 
well if not much "better ; and a physician 
who habitually prescribes liquor can 
usually be set down as a back number 
who sometimes likes to take a nip him­
self.

The teaching in the public schools of 
the effects of alcohol is in accordance with 
common sense, and if the temperance 
question could only be taken out of poli­
tics and out of religion, real practical 
temperance would be greatly hastened. It 
should by good rights be considered a 
secular question and be dealt with in a 
secular way the same as capital and la­
bor and other questions of the day. Pub­
lic-spirited citizens should consider the 
proposition of weeding out the saloons in 
much the same manner that they do in 
trying to get a railroad or a factory. It 
is an effort to better the general condi­
tion of the place. Having thus outlined 
the temperance question as a whole, I 
will take the liberty to discuss two great 
obstacles placed in its way by its would- 
be friends. These are the Prohibition 
party and W.C.T.U.

The Prohibition party never has 
amounted to much, and never will, as 
many ardent temperance advocates vote 
the Republican, Democratic, and Social­
istic tickets, it being impossible for the 
great majority to agree with this little 
handful as to the best method of bring­
ing about this great reform.

As to the Women’s Christian Temper­
ance Union, I have often wondered how 
a Christian temperance union could be 
possible. All of the real practical tem­
perance passages of the Bibl'e are in the 
Old Testament, antedating Christ by sev­
eral centuries, and hence are not Chris­
tian. As to Christ, what has he to offer 
to help the temperance cause? He is ac­
cused of turning water into wine. Of 
course that was physically impossible. 
However, being possessed of wonderful 
psychic ability, it is very likely that he 
succeeded in hypnotizing the crowd so 
that by mental suggestion they experi­
enced the physiological effects of wine 
and were accordingly quite hilarious. At 
this time, his mother spoke to him and

he answered her very abruptly. Here 
was a physical feat requiring all of his 
subconscious mental activity, and in or­
der to insure success in this undertaking, 
he had to quickly banish that distraction. 
To return to the subject, I fail to see 
what temperance lesson could be derived 
from this act on his part. He evidently 
aid not condemn drinking. Again he is 
spoken of as a “winebibber, the friend of 
publicans and sinners.” As that state­
ment was uttered by Christ’s enemies, it 
would, however, require corroborative 
evidence; nevertheless, at the close of 
his ministry, he blessed the wine-cup and 
told his followers to drink of it in mem­
ory of him. Though Christ without ques­
tion lived up to the highest ideals of his 
time, yet there is no comparison in civil­
ization between the first century and the 
twentieth. In this advance in civiliza­
tion, we would expect, among other 
things, that the temperance question 
would be considered in a more intelligent 
manner than it was nearly two thousand 
years ago.

Seeing the results have been so 
meagre, considering the millions of ag­
onizing prayers that have ascended to 
the throne of grace, either heaven must 
be deaf or hard of hearing or else this 
question has been dealt with in a very 
impractical manner. Let us therefore 
cease to antagonize people’s political and 
religious notions on this subject, make it 
a purely secular matter, and go in for 
results.

ot wilful perversion that the Agnostic’s 
views were not accurately deflnéd. It 
may be that if any man once fully com­
prehends the Infidel’s point of view and 
his reasons for Agnosticism, he will 
necessarily become a Freethinker him­
self.

AN INFIDEL-SMASHER. 
From F. S., Blue Rapids, Kan.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
One of the men who has endeavored to 

answer Ingersoll is John P. D. John. He is 
yet traveling extensively and delivering
his lecture entitled “Did "Man Mate лэгоа \ 
or nid God Make Man?” It was my priv­
ilege to hear this lecture at a Chau­
tauqua. Dr. John seems to handle the 
subject in a spirit of fairness. He stated 
that he does not believe in answering In­
fidels with insults, and that epithets are 
not arguments. This is fair. It is a hint 
as to what the usual Christian practice is. 
rhe common Christian attitude toward 
Infidels is such as to justify Dr. John in 
stating that his is an exception. He fur­
ther stated that the substance of his lec­
ture was sent to Ingersoll and that the 
great Agnostic made no reply to it, al­
though he is said to have acknowledged 
receipt of it in a courteous letter writ­
ten to Dr. John. After listening to the 
lecture it became evident to me that Dr. 
John was one of the many little men 
whom Ingersoll very justly ignored. In­
gersoll met and vanquished far abler ex­
ponents of Christianity than Dr. John, 
among whom was one who is considered 
even by the Christians to have been the 
ablest advocate on their side, Wm. E. 
Gladstone.

Dr. John excused the crimes of Jeho­
vah on the ground that they were intend­
ed to and did serve a beneficent pur­
pose, just as the sick may be operated 
upon for the purpose of producing a cure, 
not merely to inflict pain upon the pa­
tient. The questions which naturally sug­
gested themselves by this assertion were 
not answered or discussed.

The lecturer asked Infidels how man
can presume to understand the infinite 
when he cannot comprehend the finite, 
That sounds fair, but it is a question 
which Christians ought to consider. They 
claim to have some understanding of the 
infinite, believing that it contains a be­
ing or is a God, who listens to their 
prayers, wants their praise, and has pre­
pared a heaven for the few that believe 
on his son, and has made a hell for the 
many that think.

Much of the lecture was a misrepre­
sentation of the Freethinkers’ point of 
view. I am inclined to think that it was 
a result of misunderstanding rather than 

FILIPINOS NEED THE LIGHT. 
From Romeo T. Perry, Manila, P. I.

Dear Mr. Macdonald:
Thought I’d drop you a line and let 

you know that the cause of truth has 
a convert or so over here. Since the 
American occupation the “other” branch 
of religious fanatics have gained a foot­
hold here, and as each branch requires 
the right and the Christian prerogative 
of calling the other those gentle but 
“vile and appropriate” names, we truth 
seekers naturally get an inning. Mr. 
Bardsley, one of your subscribers, and 
myself have made a few converts, and 
I hope a small number of subscribers for 
your paper. If there ever was a coun­
try on earth that needed the light of rea­
son it is this land of priest-ridden 
Googoos. As evidence of it I send you a 
few clippings from the Manila papers. 
May nature be kind to you.

THE GOSPEL BANDWAGON. 
From C. W. Clark, Iowa.

Е. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
The church is certainly in politics with 

both feet, if not “all fours.” She aims 
to control legislation and force her own 
measures upon the people in spite of 
constitutions or by-laws, by terrorizing 
politicians (office-seekers) and states­
men (office-holders,) with lavish display 
of her big stick—odium theologicum. 
This is apparent everywhere in our coun­
try, and our. “Allerton Chautauqua” 
just closed had some features showing 
its effects. The politicians are tumbling 
over themselves in their eagerness to 
get into the gospel bandwagon, and in 
the line of making profession оРТйПИИ- 
ited fatuous faith in all the dogma, tra­
dition and legend with which the church 
is loaded, they have the preachers beat 
to a pulp.

Brother Bryan, once esteemed an In­
fidel, and denounced as a blasphemer 
by his opponents, saw the handwriting 
on the wall long ago and byx several 
years steady work with his “Prince of 
Peace” lecture has wormed his way into 
the hearts of all the moss-grown, ortho­
dox Protestant sects, but in Governor 
Hoch of Kansas, who was one of the 
speakers at our late assemby, we have 
a man who can out-Herod Herod and 
then some. He declared himself a firm 
believer in everything in the Bible “from 
kiver to kiver,” as he expressed it, call­
ing especial attention to the Jonah yarn 
as the toughest iñ the bunch, but only 
a trifling morsel for a trained swallower 
such as he. He saw a whale once so 
durned big that he considered it a mir­
acle if such a monster could ever find 
it out that Jonah was in the deal at all,' 
etc., etc. To the honor of the Allerton 
Chautauquans be it said that these 
mouldy sentiments got scant applause. 
As probably not one in five hundred of 
his hearers ■ believed as he professed to 
believe, they could only sit “dumfound- 
ered” like the “Laird o’ Cockpen.” He 
had doubtless sung that pious song every­
where in Kansas during his campaigns 
and got it off here from sheer force of 
habit.

The preachers everywhere seem to 
have gotten nearly entire control of the 
Chautauqua business and proceed to 
overload the thing with pious slush. 
Nearly all the speakers here are invaria­
bly preachers, or men known to be capa­
ble of beating the most credulous, stand­
pat preacher at his own game. Two 
years ago our platform manager made 
the assertion that the Chautauqua move­
ment was started primarily as a relig­
ious one. I gave him proof that on the 
contrary it was purely educational and 
that religion Whs not even mentioned 
in the original plan. He investigated,

found I was right, and was honest enough 
to read my proofs from the platform 
and acknowledge his error. But, as is 
usual with preachers, they continue to 
ignore this fact and turn each recurring 
assembly more and more into a camp 
meeting.

One of the speakers, a Chautauquan 
“profesh,” said that he did not believe 
there was an Infidel in Allerton—he had 
seen one once, though, on an ocean 
liner. This amused many for the rea­
son that there are here within call from 
two score up of Infidels, “uttered or un­
expressed.” Some thought he would be 
safer to call for a showdown before rak­
ing in the pot. Some said he would have 
been nearer right to guess that there 
were no orthodox Christians here—meas­
ured by the standard of fifty years ago. 
This same spellbinder boasted of the 
great spiritual uplift he got from a visit 
to the Pope—‘the Holy father,” he called 
him. The holy one, it seemed, wanted to 
excuse our hero from kissing a ring he 
wore because he was a Protestant, i. e., 
heretic, and infidel to the true faith, but 
so filled with devotion and reverence - 
was the sycophantic visitor that “in spite 
of him” and his struggles to escape con­
tamination, he held fast and succeeded 
in planting a holy smack on the sacred 
fetich. In justice to the American peo­
ple, though, I must state that the chief 
actor in this patriotic farce is an Eng­
lishman—a typical hero-worshiping, tuft­
hunting Johnny Bull. The same speaker 
also boasted of having been on such in­
timate terms with Parson N. D. Hillis, 
Geo. Francis Train, etc., that he was 
liable at any time of day to trot into 
their kitchens or dressing rooms with 
all the insouciance and familiarity of a 
house cat. He also claimed to have been 
the editor of a New York paper with a 
circulation of over 500,000. All the same 
he talked glibly of our Columbian River, 
and Julius Ур.гпр. and hp. misnrononnced- 
dozens of words that any'^high school 
girl could handle. Many of these pro­
fessional Chautauqua lecturers are bluf­
fers—т-four-flushers of this sort. McNutt 
of New York, once a Presbyterian preach­
er, gave the only address I heard free 
from cant and pious guff. And yet, a 
parson who overtook me on the way 
home said: “That was a good sermon.” 
“Yes,” said I, “if that is what you call 
it. It was straight from the heart, full 
of good common sense, but utterly bare 
of religion. Not much,’’ said I, “like 
Brother Hoch and Billy Sunday.” Poor 
Billy! he will never get to Allerton again 
unless he pays his owfi expenses, for all 
seem disgusted with him. He may pass 
muster in country towns like Blooming­
ton or Dixon over in Illinois, but Iowa 
has outgrown him. An old lifelong 
church member said to me: “I knew that 
Sunday was a crude, uneducated sort of 
savage, but was surprised at his very 
inferior appearance.” I replied that if 
he had read as much of his hell-fired out­
put as I, he would not have been a bit 
surprised. Yet people flock here from 
a hundred miles away just to see Billy 
Sunday and Carrie Nation just as they 
would to a circus.

I hear from good authority that the 
Rev. E. L. Eaton, late a Baptist heavy­
weight in this section, who went about 
trying to reconcile Christianity and 
Evolution, has thrown up the sponge and 
come out a full-fledged rationalist. And 
also that Ed Amherst Ott, another of 
our lecturers who was a Rev. and Prof, 
in Drake University (Campbellite) in 
Des Moines has also cut loose from su­
perstition. I jolly myself with the 
thought that perhaps I, myself, gave 
Brother Eaton a boost on his way to 
freedom. About three years ago after 
a lecture on Evolution he invited “ques­
tions,” and I propounded a few that 
seemed to stagger him. These were re­
ported to and published by The Truth 
Seeker.

No, the church is in the saddle. 
The Evangelical Alliance is circulating 
millions of a pamphlet denouncing Taft 
as a Unitarian or Agnostic; the Catho­
lics are rallying to his support, and a 
holy war impends—with ballots, boy­
cotts and buncombe as weapons. Funny 
that two Infidel Presidents could have 
been elected without a fight. Does the 
world really move?
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Philosophy of Consumption Cure
BY 8. R. 8HEPHERD, M. D.

first 
and.

dis-

While your readers are deploring our 
midsummer heat and treating it as an 
enemy to health, allow me to suggest 
that it is their best friend after all, and 
properly utilized, their most potent re­
storer to a normal condition of health.

My theory of disease and cure is bas­
ed upon the idea of unity and simplicity 
instead of multiplicity and complexity as 
in existing theories. It goes back to 
principles, to the root of things, 
so to speak, “unifies the multiplex.”

In place of a legion of distinct
eases, each with a specific remedy, I hold 
that there is primarily but one disease— 
congestion or cold—all so-called diseases 
being secondary manifestations—effects 
—symptoms. Congestion the trunk—con­
sumption, cancer, insanity, the branches. 
Destroy the trunk and the branches fall 
—remove the cause and the effect disap­
pears.

Congestion, being the universal cause 
of all abnormal manifestations, suggests 
one universal curative process, revealed 
or disclosed by nature in the sneeze and 
its attendant sweat which is "her first 
effort to break up or melt incipient con­
gestion.; the remedy to be intensified or 
prolonged in proportion to advanced 
chronic conditions and stubbornness of 
resistance.

Natural cure is the application of that 
universal solvent, heat (which is a 
form of electricity and life) and water by 
way of potations, hot baths and sweats, 
eliminating poisonous and dead accumu­
lations, weakening the patient, and bring­
ing every torpid, paralyzed nerve back to 
the acute sensation and functional activ­
ity of infancy—a sort of recreative proc­
ess—going back to nature, back to living, 

_vital union or vibration with, the quick­
ening, pulsating forces of organic

I claim that consumption and 
for instance, are basically the 
branches of one trunk—developed 
common cause or condition—congestion; 
cold, stoppage of assimilation and elimi­
nation and cessation of the fine, delicate 
nerve functions of life—and call for the 
same remedy—the breaking up of torpid, 
dead conditions as the heat and water of 
spring melt and break 
tion or .congestion of 
life anew.

The union of heat,
light with earth (the body) produces life. 
The remedy can be applied by water, 
steam, or dry air bath, increasing the 
heat about five degrees each daily appli­
cation until the deathly stubborn con­
gestion of torpor is melted down, 175 de­
grees or more 
sary; the 
nourished

I define 
gested or 
of assimilation and elimination which is 
the cause of all morbid actions and ab­
normal effects, and cure as that process 
sufficiently active and fundamental to 
break up those conditions, the idea being, 
by some vigorous but harmless and natu­
ral process or shock, to remove all forms 
of abnormality by simply breaking up 
the inciting cause or foundation upon 
which they rest, thus restoring sensation, 
circulation, and functional life and activ­
ity.

The cause of congestion being low vi­
tality from ill-nutrition, exposure, over-ex­
ertion, dissipation or other transgression 
of hygienic law, common sense suggests 
that having broken up the congestion, 
the next step is to elevate the vital 
forces with tonics (taken at meals), nu­
tritious food, rest, and the cessation of 
wrongdoing.

The heat of midsummer nights might 
be utilized for curative purposes if peo­
ple only knew what a wonderful remedial 
agent heat really is. Without question it 
is the one great universal solvent of ab­
normality—-disease—-morbid conditions.

j
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Works on Astronomy
ETERNITY OF THE EARTH. ELEC­

TRICITY THE UNIVERSAL FORCE. 
By Daniel K. Tenney. A consideration of 
the question whether the universe is cool­
ing off, whether the earth is eternal, or 
whether our natural light and heat pro­
ceed as such from a red hot sun; current 
theories examined in an attempt to dis­
close their falsities and to approach the 
facts. Price 75 cents.

LIGHT SCIENCE FOR LEISURE 
HOURS. By R. A. Proctor. A series of 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Natural Phenomena, etc. doth, 81.75.

OTHER WORLDS THAN OURS. By
The Plurality of 

of Recent 
rations, 

Cloth, $1.75. Cheap edi-

life, 
cancer, 
same— 
from a

up the congela- 
winter and start

water, air and

being sometimes neces- 
weakened patient to be then 
and built up as if an infant, 
disease as primarily that con- 
torpid condition of the nerves

Midsummer is nature’s Turkish bath, her 
purgatorial “sweat box” so to speak, for 
the remission or expiation of physical 
sin.

Consumption is congestion or nerve 
torpidity—a condition rather than a dis­
ease. The muscular system has robbed 
the nervous system of its share of vital 
energy, and the nerves of assimilation 
and elimination can no more perform their 
functions than benumbed fingers can 
pick up pins. His digestion is muscular 
only, like that of a coffee mill. He 
starves to death with his stomach full of 
food.

Nature is utilitarian, exact in accounts, 
and does not give gratuities. We 
what we idealize and work for. 
gest, the most potential word in 
con of health and longevity is
ity.” For all good things, including 
health and old age, come to him who is 
positive and persistent and who knows 
and feels himself master of the situation. 
Another good word to conjure with is the 
word “sensation.” 
sensation, but
reaches in and wakes up 
of the solar plexus and 
quick and full response.

The umbilical nerve
wireless ’phone that keeps one in living 
vibration with thè great, etheric life en­
ergy—in “oneness” with the electrical, 
rhythmical forces of nature. And hence 
the importance of cultivating sensation at 
the center of life. It is a fatal mistake 
to allow that to become torpid and atro­
phied. Our “civilization” tends too 
much to externalism, outwardism, object­
ivism, and too little to internallsm and 
subjectivism. From disuse of that func­
tion too many become negative, weak, 
and unresponsive if not practically dead 
at the center, thus inviting cold, conges­
tion, disease, and death.

Heat and water are the two’ best 
“drugs” in all “materia medica,” and 
cost nothing. Supplemented with cour­
age, persistence, and an intelligent faith 
in nature, they are invincible. There is 
no cure so good and permanent as self­
cure.

Consumption is a product of false civ­
ilization in a temperate zone. There is 
no consumption in the torrid zone, as its 
heat promotes nerve life and dissolves 
morbid conditions. But here with warm 
houses and clothing, a careful avoidance 
of extremes, hardships and discomforts, 
an enfeebling sameness of experience 
and environment with absence of action 
and reaction, it is little wonder that the 
vital forces run down low and are un­
able to resist disease or kick up a 
bellion and throw off the conditions 
death.

It is eminently respectable as well 
comfortable for a consumptive to die
the usual medical treatment, but if his 
life is of more importance than fashion 
Or convention just hustle him into a 
spring wagon and drive six or eight 
miles an hour over rough country roads, 
despite his protests, fourteen hours a 
day for three days and then put him to 
bed and bring him up on a diet of rich 
milk.

Of course every resuscitated nerve will 
begin crying out with pain on the second 
day, for the “treatment” is literally tor­
turing him back to life, but however 
much he may indulge in profanity it is 
far better to suffer than it is to die. I 
have often prescribed this treatment but 
only once was it tried—a young man 
scheduled by doctors to die iu three 
months—and the aure was rapid and per­
manent. There is no better tonic and 
remedial agent than pain.

But sure it is that midsummer heat is 
a blessing in disguise. It is necessary 
to nerve life, and going north to escape 
it is simply putting off getting square on 
the books with nature.
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OUR PLACE AMONG INFINITIES. 
By R. A. Proctor. A Series of Essays 
contrasting our little abode in space and 
time with the infinities around us. To 
which are added essays on the Jewish 
Sabbath and Astrology, doth, $1.75.

POPULAR GUIDE TO THE HEAV­
ENS; a series of eighty-three plates, 
with explanatory text and index. By Sir 
Robert Ball. Cloth, $4.50.

STORY OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 
By G. F. Chambers. Cloth, 40 cents.

THE EXPANSE OF HEAVEN. By R. 
A. Proctor. A series- of essays on the 
Wonders of the Firmament. Cloth, $2.

THE MOON—Her Motions, Aspects, 
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Richard A. Proctor. With t 
Photographs, and many Piai 
etc. doth, $2.

THE SUN. By Prof. C. A. Young. New 
«mUxíack. Yo viv» V-.

SIDE-LIGHTS ON ASTRONOMY. By 
Simon Newcomb, LI_D. Illustrated. 
Crown Svo. The various chapters at this 
work have to do with the larger aspects 
of astronomy rather than with its minute 
technical derails The book is designed 
to put before the reader the nature of 
the big problems which exeñe the curios­
ity of the ordinary men as much as that 
of the scientist. How large is the uni­
verse? Has it any definite bounds? How 
long will it last? 
the sun’s heat and lii 
comes of all the 
tinually radiates 
mail, $2.20.

THE STORY 
ATMOSPHERE. 
40 cents.

THE STORY OF THE EARTH. By 
H. G. Seeley. 40 cents.

THE STORY OF THE ECLIPSES. By 
G. F. Chambers. 40 cents.

THE STORY OF THE STARS. Simply 
told for general 
Chambers, F. R.
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readers. By George F.
A. S. Cloth, 40 cents.

ATHE1SM. By Chas.A PLEA FOR 
Bradlaugh. Paper, 5 cents.

A DEFENCE OF ATHEISM. By Ernes­
tine L. Rose. Paper, 10 cents.

DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES. 
By the Editor of The Truth Seeker. Not­
withstanding the need for a work that 
should bring against the design notion 
an assault of adequate force and com­
prehensiveness, no such one has here­
tofore been provided, but the need is 
satisfied in the present work. About 
every argument that bears against the 
design theory has been incorporated in 
iL Pp. 50. Paper, 15 cents.

NO “BEGINNING": or, The Funda­
mental Fallacy. By W. H. Maple. An 
exposure of the error of logic underlying 
the popular belief in a “Creation” or 
“first cause” and showing how the in­
fallibility of the pope and other- church 
dogmas have been deduced therefrom. 
Cloth, 75 cents.

Biblical Criticism
AGE OF REASON. An Investigation 

of True and Fabulous Theology. By 
Thomas Paine. This book has done 
more than any other book to drive super-

stition from the mind of man. It 
stood for a hundred years against 
clergy’s attempts to answer it, and 
to-day a wider circulation and 
readers than ever, 
powerless before It.
50 cents, 
eight copies for a dollar.

Presentation Edition. Part 1 reprint­
ed from the first English edition. Part 
II corrected by M. D. Conway’s edition. 
With Paine’s own account of his arrest 
in Paris. Photogravure portrait from the 
Romney painting exhibited in London. 
Containing also portrait from the Jarvis 
painting; from the Peale painting, 
known as the Bonneville portrait, repre­
senting Paine as a member of the French 
Assembly, and a half tone of the Peale 
painting. Large half tones of the house 
presented to Paine, in which he lived In 
New Rochelle, and of the monument and 
surroundings. Yorktown, Pa., scenes; 
also eight half-tone views of buildings, 
etc., associated with Paine’s life in Paris, 
and other illustrations. With preface, 
Chronological Table, Notes, Index, etc. 
Printed on antique wove paper, large oc­
tavo, wide margins, gilt edge. Special 
cover design in colors. The finest and 
most accurate of all editions. Post­
paid, $2.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 
Being an Account of the Formation and 

elopment of the Canon. By Bronson 
Keeler. Contents: The Hebrew 

The New Testament—The Early 
The Books at First Not 

the Fathers 
Quoted as 
now called 
The Chris- 

Mr. Keeler's 
: is to go over the entire ground, 
the beginning of the Christian era, 

show how the Bible, as we have It 
y. was made by the bishops and 

Mr. Keeler states facts, and 
■enees for each statement. His 
dear and intelligent account of 

the Bible—how we came 
the world first got them— 

» the qualities, characters, 
of those who first im­

posed them upon credulous and super­
stitious believers. Paper, 50 cents.

BABEL AND BIBLE. By Prof. F. 
Delitzsch. Three lectures delivered be­
fore the members of the Deutsche Orient 
Gesellschaft in the presence of the Ger­
man Emperor. Illustrated. 
Postage extra, 13c.

BIBLE
Walker.
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In cloth binding. 
In paper covers, 15 cents, and

De

Canon.
Controversies.
Considered Inspired. Were 
Competent? The Fathers 
Scripture Books which are 
Apocryphal. The Heretics, 
tian Canon. The aim of 
book 
from 
and !
toda>. . 
councils.
gives reff 
book is a 
the books of 
by them—how 
and what wer 
and pretensioi

TEMPERANCE.
Liquor Drinking

Defended and Enjoined by 
investigation of scripture

Boards, $1.

By E. C. 
Commended, 

the Bible. An 
entered upon 

in the interest of temperance, and of 
I moral and intellectual honesty. Show- 
I ing that the overwhelming weight of 
I Bible precepts is against temperance. 
I All the; texts quoted which in any way 
I hear upon the subject. Paper, 10 cents.

THE BIBLE. By John E. Remsburg. 
I Eleven chapters on the Authenticity of 
I the Bible, thirteen on its Credibility, ten 
I on its Morality, with an appendix of ar­

guments against its divine origin. Twen- 
! ty-six pages of index. The best and plain- 
! est work on the subject in the language, 
I it has met with the unqualified appro- 
! bation of the most capable judges. 500 

pages, cloth. Price, $1.25.
THE~ BIBLE COMICALLY ILLUS­

TRATED. Two volumes in one. Illustra­
tions by Watson Heston. About 800 
pages and 400 pictures. The Old Testa­
ment Stories Comically Illustrated is one 
of the most popular books ever issued, 

I and is well calculated for serious argu­
ment and for ridiculing superstition. The 
quaint conceits of Mr. Heston concerning 
che familiar Bible stories are productive 
of great mirth, and the facts given in the 
texts easily convince the reader that the 
Old Testament is not of divine origin. To 
see this book is to want to own it. Ten 
thousand sold. The New Testament Sto­
ries Comically Illustrated is a companion 
work, of the same size, and what is said 
of the other volume applies equally to the 
New Testament Stories. For convenience 
of readers we have combined the two, 
and offer it at the price of the others 
separately. In board covers, 
covers, $2.50.

CANON OF THE BIBLE, 
tion. By Samuel Davidson, 
cents, Cloth, $1.

COMMON SENSE THOUGHTS ON 
THE BIBLE. By William Denton. Paper, 
10 cents.

BIBLE MYTHS, and their parallels 
in other religions; being a comparison of 
the Old and New Testament Myths and 
Miracles with those of Heathen Nations 
of Antiquity. Considering also their

(Continued on page 573.)

$2; in cloth

Its Forma- 
Paper; 50
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I CHILDREN’S CORNER |

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.”

The Children.
Oh, what would the world be to us 

If the children were no more?
We should dread the desert behind us 

Worse than the dark before.

What- the leaves are to the forest, 
With light and air for food,

Ere their sweet and tender juices 
Have been hardened into wood—

That to the world are children;
Through them it feels the glow

Of a brighter and sunnier climate
Than reaches the trunks below.

Come to me, O ye children!
And whisper in my ear

What the birds and the winds are singing 
In your sunny atmosphere.

For what are all our contrivmgs,
And the wisdom of our books,

When compared with your caresses,
And the gladness of your looks?

Ye are better than all the ballads
That ever were sung or said;

For ye are living poems,
And all the rest are dead.

—Longfellow.

The Man Who “Saved the Con­
stitution.**

The state of Massachusetts and county 
of Berkshire, on August 20, honored the 
memory of Jonathan Smith, a farmer 
who in 1788 by a speech addressed to 
“My fellow plough joggers” carried the 
Massachusetts convention in favor of 
ratifying the national Constitution.

A boulder of flint bearing a marker 
was unveiled in Lanesboro, a little ham­
let in the hills near Pittsfield, by Walcott 
Coit Treat, a descendant of Jonathan 
Smith. Lieut. Gov. Eben S. Draper of 
Boston brought the greetings of the 
state to the occasion. The historical ad­
dress was made by former Attorney-Gen­
eral of Massachusetts Herbert Parker of 
Boston.

Jonathan Smith’s display of horse 
sense at a critical time did much to weld 

--the victorious American states into a 
harmonious union. The Constitution 
which was to form the basis of the new 
nation met with little favor in Massachu­
setts and the fight for its adoption was 
really the turning point in the affairs of 
the struggling republic. It was a speech 
by Jonathan Smith that carried the Mas­
sachusetts convention in its favor.

The situation in Massachusetts was 
critical when the convention met in Sep­
tember, 1787, The economic distress 
which the country suffered was particu­
larly keen in that state. The summer 
before Daniel Shay had led his .armed 
mobs against the courts and the rebellion 
which followed had been suppressed only 
a few months previously. The malcon­
tents were recruited chiefly from the 
farming class and the chief objects of 
their hatred were the lawyers and of­
ficials, about the only persons in the 
common wealth who were at all pros­
perous.

When the convention met public feel­
ing against the official dass ran high. 
It was declared that the adoption of the 
Constitution would provoke more calam­
ities. Gov. John Hancock was president 
of the convention and Samuel Adams 
and most of the prominent men of the 
day were among the delegates. Jonathan 
Smith, who was a farmer from Lanes- 
borough—it is Lanesboro now—was one 
of the delegates from the Berkshire re­
gion, where most of the discontent had 
been shown.

The opposition to the Constitution had 
a large following, including seventeen 
participants in Shay's rebellion, who

didn’t want any general government. It 
was sought to kill the Constitution by 
tacking to it a mass of amendments. 
Jonathan Smith declared:

“Our security is that the common in­
terest is our common defense. Stop try­
ing to make amendments to this Con­
stitution lest some tyrant steal in and 
set himself over us.”

This was a long speech for Jonathan 
Smith. But later on when the prophets 
of disaster had had their say he was 
aroused to eloquence. History has pre­
served that speech. He said in part:

“Mr. President: I am a plain man 
and get my living by the plough. I am 
not used to speak in public, but I beg 
your leave to say a few words to my 
brother plough joggers in this house. 
I have lived in a part of the country 
where I have known the worth of good 
government by the want of it. There 
was a black cloud that rose in the East 
last winter and spread over the West. 
(He referred to Shay’s rebellion.)

“The cloud rose and burst upon us and 
produced a dreadful effect. People that ; 
used to live peacefully and were before 
good neighbors got distracted and took 
up arms against government.

“Now, Mr. President, when I saw this 
Constitution I found that it was a cure 
for these disorders, it was just such a 
thing as we wanted. I got a copy of it 
and read it over and over. I had been 
a member of the convention to form our 
own state constitution, and had learned 
something of the checks and balances 
of power, and I found them all here.

“I did not go to any lawyer to ask his 
opinion. We have no lawyer in our town, 
and we do well enough without. I formed 
my own opinion and was pleased with 
this Constitution. Some gentlemen think 
that our liberty and property are not 
safe in the hands of moneyed men and 
men of learning. I am not of that mind.”

The speech had such an effect upon 
the farmer delegates that it checked 
VHoæ ’Who Ъолахк Ums trightan -
them by predictions of disaster. The 
Constitution was adopted by a scant ma­
jority of nineteen. It was sufficient. 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Georgia and Connecticut had already 
adopted it, and when Massachusetts 
spoke the other seven states got into line. 
Jonathan Smith had saved the Consti­
tution.

The memorial to mark this service is 
a twenty-ton boulder set up in the vil­
lage square of Lanesboro. It bears a 
bronze tablet with an inscription written 
by President Eliot of Harvard. The in­
scription reads:

“In memory of Jonathan Smith. A 
plain farmer of Lanesborough, who by 
a speech full of good sense and good 
feeling carried the Massachusetts con­
vention, September, 1787-February, 1788, 
by a vote of 187 to 168 in favor of rati­
fication of the Federal Constitution.”

An extract from Smith's speech in the 
constitutional convention is engraved on 
the tablet.

His Mother Knew.
I dried my hair and wash! the dirt
An’ huckleberry off my shirt;
I let my feet get dusty brown 
Before I came back home to town;
I waited till my bands had lost 
That wivvered up like look; I tost 
My bat in air and tried to be 
As innercent ez I could be—

But, don’t you know, my Mu wer knew 
I’d been in swimmin’; certain true.

—Baltimore Sun.

A Good Kind of Philosophy.
A wholesome scorn of physical ills is 

a good thing, according to the philosophy 
of a boy in the State School for Depend­
ent Children, who wrote his father thus: 

"Dear Papa: We children are having 
a good time here now. Mr, Sager broke 
bis leg. and can't work. We went on a 
picnic and it rained and we all got wet. 
Many children here are sick with mumps. 
Mr. Higgins fell off the wagon and broke 
his rib, but he can work a little. The 
man that is digging the deep well 
whipped us boys with his buggy whip, 
because we threw sand In his machine, 

and made black and blue marks on us. 
Ernest cut his finger badly. We are all 
happy.”—The Delineator.

Nature’s Hired Man.
Diggin’ in the earth,

Helpin’ things to grow,
Foolin' with a rake, 

Flirtin’ with a hoe.

Waterin’ the plants,
Pullin’ up the weeds,

Gatherin’ the stones, 
Puttin’ in the seeds.

On your face an’ hands
Pilin’ up a tan;

That’s the job for me—
Nature’s hired man:

Wages best of all,
Better far than wealth,

Paid in good fresh air, 
And a lot o’ health.

Never any chance
Of your gettin’ fired,

And when night comes on
Knowin’ why your tired.

Nature’s hired man—
That’s the job for me.

With the birds and flowers
For society.

Let the other feller
For the dollar scratch—

I am quite contented
In the garden patch.

—John Kendrick Bangs.

Education Saving; Lives.
There has been a remarkable falling 

off in the death rate in New York during 
the last few weeks, and this at a season 
of the year in which one would naturally 
expect a large mortality. The enlight­
ening of the tenement house mother on 
matters pertaining to. the care of babies 
—the result of a recent conference for 
that purpose—is to be credited with the 
improvement.

The conference seeking to educate the 
mothers of the tenements was held June 
1, and as soon as possible after that

On July 25 the record showed that for 
the week preceding only 424 children 
died, whereas for the corresponding week 
last year the number was 550. The week 
ended August 1 showed only 398 deaths, 
while for the corresponding week last 
year there were 576. The week ended 
August 8 the number had dropped to 
328, as compared with 486 for the like 
period last year.

“You see the efforts of the nurses 
are beginning to tell,” says Dr. Baker 
of the Board of Health, who has made a 
study of the situation. “The city was 
divided into districts under the direction 
of the board and nurses were sent into 
each district.

“The most important thing about it is 
the work of prevention, and at the same 
time it is harder for the nurses to get 
the uneducated women of the tenements 
properly to appreciate the value of an 
ounce of prevention,

“The mothers had to be told just how 
to dress their children and how to feed 
them, in many instances antagonizing 
the traditions of generations. They had 
to be made to understand that impure 
milk was the worst enemy of the young 
child and that milk that had been al­
lowed to reach a ,temperature higher 
than 50 degrees was dangerous.

"A good many persons have profited 
by a little invention of Dr. Hess qf the 
department of bacteriology—a home 
made refrigerator. It is easily con­
structed and Inexpensive. The only 
things necessary are two pails, one larg­
er than the other, a good box and some 
excelsior.

"The larger pall is placed Inside the 
goods box and packed about with the 
excelsior. The smaller pall Is then 
placed inside the larger, and when cov­
ered with a blanket the cooler Is ready 
for immediate service. The air space 
between the two pails prevents the radi­
ation of the cold air in the smaller pall 
when ice has been placed within it, and 
a five cent piece of Ice can be kept for 
twenty-four hours.

“The nurses have found that when 
they make their first calls on the young 
mothers they are met with glances of 
suspicion, and it is often several days 
before they can gain the confidence of 
the women they are seeking to assist. 
Each day the birth certificates as regis­
tered at the Health Department are sent 
to the nurses, so that they are constantly 
in touch with the location of new arri­
val's!

“Aside from the difficulty of overcom­
ing prejudice the nurses have to con­
tend with grandmothers and busy neigh­
bors, all telling the young mother just 
what she should do, in most cases the 
wrong thing. There is a tremendous 
amount of detail, but the most important 
rules for the care of babies are set forth 
in a circular.

“This circular impresses on the mother 
the importance of absolute cleanliness 
of all utensils used in the preparation 
of the child’s food, of the necessity of a 
daily tubbing for the little one, in addi­
tion to frequent sponge baths and the 
necessity of pure air and quiet and 
sleep. Finally it contains the addresses 
of milk depots where good milk may be 
obtained.

“The decrease in the general death 
rate is the result of education, most of 
it, and of persons sleeping with their 
windows open and observing other laws 
of health that even the doctors did not 
know about a few years ago.”

Conundrums and Answers;
When is a newspaper like a delicate 

child? When it appears weekly.
Why is the Fourth of July like an 

oyster? Because we cannot enjoy it 
without crackers.

What tree is of 'the greatest impor­
tance in history? The date.

Why does a man’s hair turn gray 
sooner than his mustache? - Because it. 
is about twenty-one years older.

Why is Sunday the strongest day in 
the week? . Because it is the only, one 

■Tint I. umr,1r rlr... ■ ,_______ ww—
What is always behind time? The 

back of the clock.
What melancholy fact is there about 

a calendar? There is no time when its 
days are not numbered.

On what day of the year do women 
talk the least? The shortest day.

Why is music cheaper on Sunday 
than during the week? Because during 
the week you get it by the piece, and 
on Sunday you get it by the choir.

Why is a washerwoman like Saturday? 
Because she brings in the close (clothes) 
of the week.

What is that which occurs twice in a 
moment, and not once in a thousand 
years? The letter “m.”

Why is a watchdog larger by night 
than by day? Because at night he is let 
out and by day he is taken in.

Born presumably before the world, des­
tined to live about as long as the world, 
and yet never five weeks old? The moon.

An Obedient Pupil.
A father, going into his stable one day 

recently, found his little son astride one 
of the horses, with a slate and pehcll in 
his hand.

“Why, Harry!” he exclaimed, "what 
are you doing?”

“Writing a composition,” was the re­
ply.

“Well, why don’t you write it in the 
house?” asked the father.

“Because,” answered the little fellow, 
“the teacher told me to write a com­
position on a horse.”—Exchange.

Enough for Two.
One umbrella, and two little girls, 

That’s how we sit out In the sun.
We snuggle up close to keep in the shade, 

But that makes it all the better fun 
For Bettie Louise and me.

One umbrella, and two little girls, 
That’s how we come home through the 

rain.
We snuggle up close to keep out of the 

wet,
And tell our secrets. We think It Is 

plain
That’s what storms are for, you see.

Rain or sunshine, wo don’t care which, 
We two with one umbrella above, 

’Most anything’s big enough to share 
If you snuggle up close, with lots of 

love,
Like Bettie Louise and me.

f —Kate W. Hamilton,
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Freethoutfht Books.
(Continued from page 571.) 

origin and meaning. With numeroua Il­
lustrations. Sixth Edition: Large Svo. 
cloth, 614 pages, $2.50; half morocco, 
mottled, $5,

It Is a perfect Encyclopedia on the 
subjects treated, containing a vast 
amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not 
accessible to the majority of readers, 
and all the objections to the dogmas of 
Christianity one Is likely to encounter, 
grouped under appropriate heads. It is 
thoroughly reliable, every fact being veri­
fied by copious notes and authorities.

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHE­
CIES. A Consideration of the Passages 
in the New Testament Quoted from the 
Old and Called Prophecies Concerning 
Jesus Christ. By Thomas Paine. Paper, 
15 cents. Twelve copies for missionary 
purposes for one dollar.

HIGHER CRITICISM IN THEOLOGY 
AND RELIGION. Contrasted with 
Ancient Myths and Miracles as factors In 
Human Evolution. By Thomas Ellwood 
Longshore. Pp. 500. Cloth, $1. Paper, 
50 cents.

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORK­
ERS. By John Peck. Paper, 10 cents.

NEW TESTAMENT STORIES COMI­
CALLY ILLLUSTRATED. Nearly 400 
pages. A page of text to each picture. 
About 200 pictures. These pictures are 
the illustrations which appeared in The 
Truth Seeker and were highly commend­
ed for their wit and point. The Text is 
In chief part by George E. Macdonald, 
most favorably known to readers of The 
Truth Seeker. The Cover is from an or­
iginal design by Ryan Walker, one of 
the best cartoonists in the whole coun­
try. Cloth covers, design in white and 
tint, $1.50. Board covers, illuminated, 
$1.00.

OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMI­
CALLY ILLUSTRATED. By Watson Hes­
ton. Four hundred pages. Two hundred 
full page pictures. The stories humor­
ously told and hard facts given concern­
ing the origin and authenticity of the Old 
Testament. A page of text to each pic­
ture. In board, illuminated covers, $1; 
in cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50.

ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE. 
Pj O. T-J. TV 111 LIU FU, IVI. U., Taper, 20 V^nto.

SYSTEM OF NATURE; OR LAWS OF 
THE MORAL AND PHYSICAL WORLD. 
By Baron D’Holbach. Price, $1.50.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? By Aus­
tin Bierbower. Paper, 10 cents.

MEN, WOMEN AND GODS, and other 
lectures. By Helen H. Gardener. With 
an Introduction by Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
The first lecture gives the title to the 
hook, the second is on “Vicarious Atone­
ment," and rhe third on “Historical Facts 
and Theological Fictions.” All are keen, 
vigorous, and acrid attacks on the Chris­
tian church forms of theology. Her lead­
ing purpose seems to be to show that 
women, of all persons, should least sun 
nort the Bible and the churches which 
hold it in reverence. The second lecture 
arraigns vicarious atonement as an inex­
cusable Injustice in Itself, weakening and 
corrupting in Its influence, like Indiscrim­
inate almsgiving, and noints out that it 
Is not peculiar to Christianity, but is 
found in some form in every religious 
system known in history. Both these lec­
tures are strong productions, but the lec­
turer’s strongest work is done tn the 
third lecture, where her purpose is to 
show that our civilization Is in no sonso 
based upon Christianity, and that the 
Christian religion has especially not con­
tributed to the elevation of woman tn anyi 
respect. Civilization she holds to be 
chiefly the creature of environment, the 
basis of which, in this world. Is In cli­
mate and soil. Cloth, $1. Paner, 50c.

SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE BI­
BLE. One Hundred and Forty-four Prop 
osittons Proved Affirmatively and Nega 
lively by Quotations from the Scriptures 
Forty thousand sold. Paper, 15 cents.

SOME FUNNY BIBLE STORIES, lb 
W, A. Croffnt, Ph.D. Illustrated by Rva» 
Walker. Wherein is revealed the rich 
noss of Holy Writ In humorous Incidents 
The Zoological Occurrence In the Garde» 
of Eden, with Its Losson for Women Th' 
Experiences of Abraham, who stood be 
fore Kinas, and of Sarah, bis wife, wlu 
went farther. Also the Relation of Lo' 
to his Daughter's Children: the words o' 
inaiali, un old-time Forecaster: the Wind 
lng-up of Ananias; the Exploits of Judge 
Ramson, and other Amusing Narratives 
Price 1,0 conte; fifteen copies for $1.00.

Biographical
AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND n»OOR RICH­

ARD’S ALMANAC, By Benjamin Frank­

Gilt, sides and hack marbled, edges. 
With The Truth Seeker one year.

lin. One volume. Introduction by Ains­
worth R. Spofford, former Librarian of 
the Congressional Library. Price $1.25.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT 
8PENCER. 2 vois. Portraits. $5.50 net.

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL AS HE 
IS, By E. M. Macdonald. A refutation I 
of the many baseless and false calumnies, I 
libels, and slanders Invented and circu- I 
lated by the clergy of the United States 
and elsewhere. The work covers the 
career of Colonel Ingersoll in WAR, 
POLITICS, AND PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
LIFE.

It disproves the statements contained 
In the slanders of his clerical vlilflers, 
and proves that:

1. He was brave In battle.
2. His army record is without a stain.
3. He was a friend of temperance.
4. His private life was above criti­

cism.
5. He was always opposed to slavery.
6. He was one of the most charitable 

men in the world.
7. No member of his family ever join­

ed the church.
2. He was sincere in his unbelief.
9. He never “advocated the circula­

tion of impure literature.”
10. His standing at the bar was high 

and irreproachable.
11. He was honored by the people of 

Peoria.
12. He did not “weaken” in his unbe­

lief.
And that in a hundred ways he was ex­

actly the opposite of what he is repre­
sented to have been by his preacher 
critics.

It includes the testimony and tributes 
of his army comrades and lifelong ac­
quaintances.

The book is the most thorough expose 
of clerical mendacity, deceit, unscrupu­
lousness, ignorance, vindictiveness, and 
incorrigible lying ever published. It will 
bring the blush of mortification to the 
cheek of every honest clergyman.

Indexed. 200 pages. Paper. 25 cents.
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE- 

THOUGHT. By Samuel P. Putnam. New 
edition of the late Samuel P. Putnam’s 
masterpiece, with additional portraits 
and biographies, making one hundred and 
forty-four full page half-tone pictures of 
the most illustrious Freethinkers of the 
world, living or dead. Large octavo. Pp. 
L65. $5.
$6.50.

HALF HOURS WITH SOME CELE­
BRATED FREETHINKERS. By “Icono­
clast,” Collins, and Watts. Contents: 
Thomas Hobbes, Lord Bolingbroke, Con­
dorcet, Spinoza, Anthony Collins, Des 
Cartes, M. de Voltaire, John Toland. 
Compte de Volney, Charles Blount. 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, Claud Arian Helvé­
tius, Frances W. D’Arusmont, Epicurus. 
Zeno, Matthew Tyndall, David Hume, Dr. 
Thomas Burnet, Thomas Paine, Baptiste 
de Mlrabaud, Baron D’Holbach, Robert 
Taylor, Joseph Barker. Price, cloth. 75 
cents net. Postage, 14c.

INFIDEL DEATH BEDS. By G. W. 
Foote. Being true accounts of the pass­
ing away of the following persons, thus 
refuting the many Christian slanders up 
эп them and others: Lord Amberley, 
Tohn Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, Jeremy 
Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussaia, Giordano Bruno. 
Henry Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron. 
Richard Carlisle, William Kingdom Clif­
ford, Anarchists Olootz, Anthony Collins, 
Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert Coop 
nr, D’Alembert., Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delumbre. Dene, Did­
erot, Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Freder- 
’ok the Great, Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac, 
'lendre, Gibbon, Goodwin, Goethe, Grote, 
Helvetlus, Henry Hetherington, Hobbes 
Austin Holyoako, Victor Hugo, Hume, 
Littré, Harriet Martineau, Jean Mealier, 
Tamos Mill, John Stuart Mill, Mirabeau. 
Robert Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt 
Palmer, Rabelais, Win wood Reade, Ma­
dama Roland, George Sand, Schiller, Shel­
ley, Snlnoxa. Strauss, John Toland, Vanb 
ni, Voinov, Voltaire, James Watson, John 
Wntts, Thomas Woolston. Paper, 25 
cents.

LIFE AND LETTERS OF T. H. HUX­
LEY. By his son, Leonard Huxley, Two 
larue octavo volumes, $5.

LIFE OF PAINE, Пу Monoure 11 Con­
way. Two large, handsome volumes 
The best ami only complete life of Thom­
as Paine, Cloth, $5,

LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. Ilv James Pat­
ton. Of which the same can be said a* 
at Conway's Life of Thomas Paine. Pn- 
1,075, Svo. Cloth, $ti.

MEMORIES AND EXPERIENCES OF 
MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY, Two 
volumes. The most entertaining. Inatvuct- 
Ive, and Important of all recent ‘\utohi- 
ogranhles. II covers a period from he- 
foro tiio civil war to the present, and Mr. 

Iconway writes of ueurly all the eminent 

men in politics and literature of the last 
century, and of all the great events. 
Price, postpaid, $6.45.

MY PILGRIMAGE TO THE WISE 
MEN OF THE EAST. By Dr. Moncure 
D. Conway. In publishing his "Autobiog­
raphy, Memories and Experiences” 
(1904), Dr. Moncure D. Conway omitted 
the story of his visit to Australia and the 
Orient twenty years earlier. This he re­
served for a separate volume, now issued 
as "My Pilgrimage to the Wise Men of 
the East.” The author begins the ac­
count of his travels in New York harbor, 
and the first stage in his pilgrimage was 
a visit to Robert G. Ingersoll, who had for 
some time appeared to him as the most 
striking figure in religious America. He 
probably met. no wiser man in the East 
or elsewhere. The peculiarity of this 
work is that the 
and moral view 
looked on ail i 
a Freethinker 
thoroughly and 
This book is a 
busy life, a notable 
ing over four nnnd 
ed pages, to the 
tobiography so 
charming pages< 

, to Ceylon. San
Madras. Calcutt 
intervening spaces i 
the ever alert obser 
his own life passed 
a Methodist circuit rider into 
world of universal 
faith and fellowshi 
Price, postpaid. $3.2

The
author takes a religious 

H of all that he saw. and 
religions with the eye of 

who knew Christianity 
ould note resemblances, 
harming aftermath of a 

‘appendix.” extend- 
1 beautifully print- 

readable two-volume au- 
fresh in mind. These 

ryarry us from Cincinnati 
Francisco, Melbourne.

i. Delhi. Bombay, and the 
are here visited by 
rver. the man who 
I through the zeal 

ie larger 
sympathies and the 
) belonging thereto.
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Discussions
FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. In 

I 1883 tb^ Rpv Dr. Н<*пгу M. wrote
an open letter to Colonel Ingersoll« with 
the intent to convert him. The letter
was published in the “North American
Review.” and was replied to by the per-
son addressed. Now republished in book
form. Cloth. 50 ce

INGERSOLL-BLACK DISCUSSION OF
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. By Cot.
R. G. Ingersoll and Judge Jeremtab
Black of Pennsytvania. Cloth. 50 cents.
Paper. 25 cents.

INGERSOLL-GLADSTONE CONTRO­
VERSY. When the PteM-tacerwril (4m- 

I troversv closed lb th* "North
I Review,” the Christians felt tba* t>»etr 
I champion had been very badly worsted 
I in argument, and the publishers of the 

“Review” engaged the Right. Hon. W. £. 
Gladstone to attempt to rehabilitate the 
Presbyterian creed. He wrote a long let­
ter to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the lat­
ter replied at length, and. it la generally 
agreed, completely demolished the great­
est controversialist Christianity could 
produce. Cloth. 50 cents.

INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. Being 
six Interviews with CoL R. G. Ingersoll 
on six sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt 

I Talmage, to which la added a Talma riao 
I Catechism. Paper, 50 cents.

LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. A 
I discussion between Col. Robert G. Inger- 
I soli, Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, and ex- 
! Gov. Stewart L. Woodford, before the 
I Nineteenth Century Club, of New York. 
I Verbatim report by t N. Baker. Paper, 
I 10 cents.

LORD’S DAY—OR MAN’S. A Dtacua- 
I sion between Byron Sunderland, D.D.. 

and W: Л. CroffUt. Pb. D. Preface by R. 
I G. Ingersoll. With additional matter and 
I recent poema by Croitut. Pp. 152. Paper, 
I 25 cents.

MANGASARIAN-CRAPSEY DEBATE. 
Paner, 25 cents.

REPLY TO LAMBERTS NOTES ON 
I INGERSOLL, By B. W. Lacy. In bls 
I work Mr. Law has well exposed the 

««nhb»tries of the priest, and shown the 
silliness and weakness of hi* attack uit­
on (he cb» mulen of liberty. It Is a *ood 
work for Freethinkers to have with which 
to onnose the clamor of those Christians 
who bave reati Lambert. Cloth, 60 cents.

THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTRO­
VERSY. Tbe fan-ou« Christian sermon by 
•v-ion.-i Ingersoll, the heated repH»’* o* 
•b» minister«, and Colonel Ingersoll'* re­
joinders to the same. Paper, 35 cents.

Ethical Works
DATA GF F TH ICS, By Herbert

Spencev. 75 cent*-
FIRST PRINCIPLES. By Herbert

Spencer. 75 cents.
LITTLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE

FOLKS. Pv Aunt Elminn (Mrs. E. D.
Sleeker I. Boards, 40- cents.

RIGHT LIVING. Ethics a* Under-
stood hv a Student. Ry Russn H, Wivon, 
Rlvtv «banters considering from n radi­
cal viewpoint those fair humanities that 
make life worthy to be lived, it will 
help everybody. Cloth, $1.

STORY HOUR. By Susan H. Wixon. 
An exceptionally handsome and Interest­
ing Book, without Superstition, for Chil­
dren and Youth. The Only Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-book ever issued. Sixty- 
six full page illustrations and 25 smaller; 
large type, heavy, toned paper, broad 
margins, illustrated covers, 4to. pp. 224. 
Boards, $1.

Works on Evolution
AMERICAN ADDRESSES. By T. H.

Huxley. Cloth, $1.25.
DESCENT OF MAN. By Charles Dar­

win: Cloth, $3. Cheap edition. 75 cents.
EASY OUTLINE OF EVOLUTION. By 

Dennis Hird. This is a favorite of the 
old and young, being plainly written and 
yet thorough withal. The volume is well 
illustrated, which adds considerably to 

' its value. Price, 50 cents; paper, 30 
cents.

EVOLUTION OF MAN.. By Ernst 
I Haeckel. A Popular Exposition of the 

Principal Points of Human Ontogeny and 
; phylogeny. Cloth. 2 volumes In one. 

$1.20.
HAECKEL’S CRITICS ANSWERED. 

! By Joseph McCabe, who translated Pro- 
5 fessor Haeckel’s Wonders of Life ($1.61), 
I Riddle of the Universe ($1.50). Ijist 
> Words of Evolution ($1), Evolution of 
i Man ($1.20). The subjects taken up 
i ,by Mr. McCabe, who, by the way. was 
[ once the Very Rev. Father Antony. O. S. 
¡ F. Professor of Philosophy and Ecclesl- 
, astica] History at St. Antony's, are as 
[ follows: Some General Criticisms and a 
i Lesson in Modesty, the Unity of the 
' World and the lj»w of Substance, The 
1 Evohition of the Inorganic World, The 

Origin of Life, Tb/- v-.crnr of Man. The 
’•-^mortality of the Soul, God, Science and 

I Christianity. The Ethics and the Religion 
I of Monism. Dr. Wallace and his Critics, 
I l.ord Kelvin Intervenes. Mr. Mullock's 
I Olive Branch. Conclusion. The book Is 

also well Indexed. Price 30 cents.
HISTORY OF CREATION; or. the De- 

I veiopment of the Earth and Its Inhabit- 
! ants by the Action of Natural Causes. By 
I Frasi Haeckel. A Popular Exposition of 
I the Doctrine of Evolution In general, and 
i of that of Darwin. Goethe, and Lamarck 
I in particular. The translation revised by 
i Prof. B. Ray l Ankeat er. Bluat rated with 
г wtbographlc plates. In 2 vois. Cloth, U.

HUXLEY’S COLLECTED E88AY8. By 
i T. H. Huxley. In nine volume*. I. Meth- 
< oda and Results. П. Darwiniana. III. Scl- 
■ enee and Education. IV. Science and He- 
I brew Tradition. V. Science and Chris- 
I tian Tradition. VT. Hume. VIT. Man's 
- Place tn Nature. Vili. Discourses. Bio- 
I logical and Geological. IX, Evolution and 
: Ethic*, and Other Essays. Cloth, per 
{ volume. $1.35.

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION. A
' popular retrospect and summary. By 

Ernst Haeckel, Professor at Jena Uulver-
I «tty. Translated from the Second Edl- 
. eton by Joseph McCabe, With three 
I nlates and Haeckel's latest portrait. Pro- 
I fessor Haeckel says: “Readers who are 
I interested in the evolution controversy, 
I as I here describe It, will find In my 
I earlier works (The History of Creation, 

The Evolution of Man. The Riddle of the 
I I and The Wonders of Life) a
I thorough treatment of the views I have 
I summartlv nresented. I do not belong 
I to the amiable group of ’men of compro- 
I mise.' but am in the habit of giving can- 
I did and straightforward expression to 
I the convictions which a half century of 
j serious and laborious study has led me 
I to form. It I seem to ho n tactless and In- 
I considerate ‘fighter,' T pray you to re- 
I member that ‘conflict is the father of all 
I tblncs,' and that the victory of dure roa- 
I son over current superstition will not bo 
I achieved without a tremendous struggle. 
I But I regard ideas only In my struggles;

tn the nersons of my opponents I am in­
different, bitterly as they have attacked 
end slandered my own person." Price, 
$1.00.

LECTURES AND ESSAYS. By Thom- 
i as Henrv Huxley. With an Autoblog- 
I ranby. The lecture* are on Evolution, the 
I Physical Basis of Life, Naturalism and 
I Pupernoturalism, the Value of Witness to 
I rhe Miraculous, Agnosticism, the Chris­

tian Tradition in Relation to Judaic. Chris­
tianity, and Agnosticism and Christianity. 
Price, 30 cents.

LECTURES AND ESSAYS. By Prof. 
John Tvndnll. Contains the famous Brt- 
fast address, with the “Anology” for it. 
Also biogranhical sketch, and Lectures on 
Rcientiflc Materialism. Scientific Use of 
the Imnginatloh, Science and Man. Vital­
ity, Reflections on Prayer and Natural 
I áw. Miracles and Snocial Providences. 
On Prayer as a Form of Physical En­
ergy, Science and the “Spirits." Price. 
30 cents.

MAN IN THE PAST, PRESENT. AND 
FUil|QE By Prof. Ludwig Bucfiner. И
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describes Man as “a being not put upon 
the earth accidentally by an arbitrary 
act, but produced in harmony with the 
earth's nature, and belonging to it as do 
the flowers and fruits to the tree which 
bears them.” Price $1.

NATURALIST’S VOYAGE AROUND 
THE WORLD. By Charles Darwin. Cloth, 
?2.

ORIGIN OF SPECIES. By Charles 
Darwin. Two vois. Cloth, $4. Cheap 
edition, 75 c.; paper, 30c.

PIONEERS OF EVOLUTION FROM 
THALES TO HUXLEY. By Edward 
Clodd. With an Intermediate Chapter on 
the Causes of Arrest of the Movement. 
Portraits of Darwin, Wallace, Spencer, 
and Huxley. Contents: Pioneers of Evo­
lution from Thales to Lucretius—В. C. 
600-A.D. 50. The Arrest of Inquiry— 
A. D. 50-A. D. 1600. From the Early 
Christian Period to the time of Augustine 
—A. D. 50-A.D. 400. From Augustine to 
Lord Bacon—A. D. 400-A.D. 1600. Re­
nascence of Science—A. D. 1600 Onward. 
Modern Evolution—Darwin and Wallace, 
Herbert Spencer, Thomas Henry Huxley. 
This book tells the story of the origin of 
the Evolution idea in the works of the 
ancient philosophers and its elaboration 
by Lucretius; its eclipse during the mid­
dle ages under the supremacy of ecclesi­
astical dogmas; and its renascence about 
A. D. 1600, under the influence of discov­
ery and Lord Bacon’s philosophy. It then 
shows how new conceptions of the earth’s 
history were suggested by the study of 
geology, and of the history of life by bi­
ology. It narrates the building up of the 
doctrine of evolution by Spencer—who 
formulated the theory as a whole the 
year preceding the publication of the “Or­
igin of Species”—Darwin, and Huxley. 
Reviewing the present condition of the 
question as to man and mind, it finally 
points out how the “Pioneers of Evolu­
tion” have led us “by ways undreamed of 
at the start to a goal undreamed of by 
the earliest of them.” Cloth, $1.50.

STORY OF CREATION. By Edward 
Clodd. A Plain Account of Evolution, and 
a most interesting one. It contains sev­
enty-nine illustrations. Price 30 cents.

THE UNIVERSAL KINSHIP. By J.
Howard. Moore, Instructor \n 7,оо\оку tn 
the Crane Manual Training High School, 
Chicago. A powerful work, tracing and 
expounding for the first time systemati­
cally and from the standpoint of evolu­
tion the physical, mental, and moral kin­
ships of the inhabitants of the earth. The 
press notices and personal appreciations, 
as expressed in letters to the author, of 
this book are very numerous and enthusi­
astic as to its merits. Price, $1.00.

THE RIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSEAT 
THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. By Ernst Haeckel. With 
Portrait of the Author. Contents: Au­
thor’s Preface, Translator’s Preface, The 
Nature of the Problem, Our Bodily 
Frame, Our Life, Our Embryonic Devel­
opment, The History of Our Species, The 
Nature of Our Soul, Psychic Gradations, 
The Embryology of the Soul, The Phylog­
eny of the Soul, Consciousness. The Im­
mortality of the Soul, The Law of Sub­
stance, The Evolution of the World. The 
Unity of Nature. God and the World, 
Knowledge and Belief, Science and Chris­
tianity. Our Monistic Religion. Our Mon­
istic Ethics. Solution of the World Prob­
lems, Conclusion, Index.

This is an English translation of Pro­
fessor Haeckel's magnificent work “Die 
Weltrathsel.” The main strength of the 
book lies in a terse and telling summary 
of scientific achievements of the nine­
teenth century in their relation “to the 
riddle of the universe.” Dr. Haeckel has 
a world-wide reputation, and it will be
generally conceded that this, probably 
his last great work, is a supreme and 
masterly effort. Price, $1.50.

THE STORY OF PRIMITIVE MAN. 
By Edward Clodd. Cloth, 40 cents.

VISIT TO CEYLON. By Ernst Haeck­
el. With Portrait, and Man of Tndia and 
Ceylon. “These letters constitute one of 
the most charming books of travel ever 
published, quite worthy of being placed 
by the side of Darwin’s ‘Voyage of the 
Beagle.’ ” Octavo, 343 pp. Cloth, $1.

THE WONDERS OF LIFE. A Popular 
Study of Biological Philosophy. By Prof. 
Ernst Haeckel. Treating of the Knowl­
edge, Nature, Functions, and History of 
Life. Price, postpaid, $1.61.

For any of these books address The. 
Truth Seeker Co., 62 Vesey street, New 
York.

Andrew D. White of Cornell University. 
Two large volumes. Cloth, $5.

ANCIENT PAGAN AND MODERN 
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM. By Thomas 
Inman, M.D. Popular edition, revised 
and enlarged with an Essay on Baal Wor­
ship, on the Assyrian Sacred “Grove,” 
and other allied symbols. Profusely il­
lustrated. Post 8vo. cloth, $1.

ANIMALS BEFORE MAN IN NORTH 
AMERICA. By F. A. Lucas. Illustrated. 
12mo. Cloth, net, $1.25; postage extra, 12 
cents.

A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE RE­
PUBLIC. By Charles B. Waite, A.M. In 
this pamphlet will be found a condensed 
but complete statement of the efforts 
which have been made, from time to 
time, to obtain ecclesiastical control of 
the government. Price, 25 cents.

A SHORT HISTORY OF FREE- 
THOUGHT, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By John M. Robertson. Second edition, 
rewritten and greatly enlarged. A gen­
eral survey of all the forces that have 
tended toward Freethought and differen­
tiation of and opposition to religions 
from the earliest times. The book has 
met with great favor from the more 
scholarly and reliable of the general 
press of this country and England. Two 
volumes. Price, postpaid, $6.50.

DECLINE AND FALL OF ROME. By
Edward Gibbon. 5 vois. Cloth, $5.

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE- 
THOUGHT. By Samuel P. Putnam. The 
most Magnificent Work ever published 
by the Freethought Press. The object of 
this work is to present the Course of 
Freethought throughout the Civilized 
World for the last Four Centuries, from 
the time of Columbus and Bruno to the 
time of Ingersoll. It is a radical Historic 
Record of the Greatest Developments of 
the Human Race. It reveals Freethought 
as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, 
Industrial, and Political Movement. It 
shows what Freethought is in itself, and 
how manifold are its influences, and with 
what hope and promise we can hail its 
future triumph. “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” embraces the most illus­
trious pages of Human History, adorned 
with the brightest Genius, radiant with 
the most splendid Poetry, rich with the 
greatest Inventions and Discoveries and 
ennobled with Freedom’s most shining 
advance. Nothing can be more in- 

. t.erestvwg. more inaxjirin® to thp . Pinn^er 
Workers of to-day—to those who are still 
in the van for Human Rights and Prog­
ress. The First Part of the book deals 
with Freethought as a Universal Power, 
as a Spirit, a Method, a prevailing but 
unorganized influence in every depart­
ment of Human Growth. The Second 
Part deals with Freethought as an Or­
ganized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal 
importance with the first, and should be 
justly understood and the Pioneers of 
our work recognized. The Portraits of 
illustrious Reformers in every domain of 
Human Thought and Progress adorn the 
pages of this volume. The price of this 
Superb book is $5, and not for the same 
amount of money can there be found 
elsewhere such an array of facts, such 
a survey of history, and such a galaxy 
of Freethought. This book contains near­
ly 900 Pages of Printed Matter and about 
150 Portraits. It is elegantly bound. It 
is a book for the home and the fireside. 
It is a book to give your friends when 
they ask, What is Freethought—what 
has it done and what is it doing in the 
world? This is the most universal pre­
sentation of Freethought ever given to 
the public, and no Freethinker can afford 
to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Only one style of binding—the best—$5.

FRENCH REVOLUTION. By Thomas 
Carlyle. Two volumes. Introduction by 
W. E. H. Lecky, a Historian of Trinity 
College, Dublin, Ireland. Price $2.50.

HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES.
By Henry Hallam. Two volumes. Intro­
duction by George Lincoln Burr, Profes­
sor of Mediaeval History in Cornell Uni­
versity. Price $2.50.

HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION IN ENG­
LAND. By H. T. Buckle. Two volumes. 
Cloth, $4.

HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BE­
TWEEN RELIGION AND SCIENCE. 
By Prof. John W. Draper. Cloth, $1.75.

HISTORY OF ENGLAND IN THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. By W. E. 
H. Lecky. Eight volumes, 8vo. Cloth, $20.

HISTORYOF EUROPEAN MORALS 
FROM AUGUSTUS TO CHARLE­
MAGNE. By W. E. H. Lecky. Two vol­
umes. 12mo. Cloth, $4.

HISTORY OF THE COUNCIL OF 
NICE, A. D. 325. By Dean Dudley. With 
a Life of Constantine the Great; contain­
ing, also, an account of the Scriptural 
Canons, as adopted by the Christian 
Church; the Vote on the Divinity of 
Christ; tfre Appointment of Sunday as a

Historical Works
A HISTORY OF THE WARFARE OF 

SCIENCE WITH THEOLQGY, By Prof, 

legal Sabbath in the Roman Empire; and 
a general exhibition of the Christian Re­
ligion in the days of the early Fathers. 
Cloth, 50 cents. Paper, 25 .cents.

HISTORY OF THE RISE AND INFLU­
ENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF RATIONAL­
ISM IN EUROPE. By W. E. H. Lecky. 
Two vois. 8vo. Cloth, $4.

HISTORY OF THE INTELLECTUAL 
I DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPE. By Prof. 

John W. Draper. “All the latest research­
es in history, all the most recent discov­
eries in the realms of geology, mechani­
cal science, and language, every particu­
lar that can explain or illustrate the gen­
eral progress of all European races, from 

i the most primitive ages, are accurately 
and copiously detailed in their several 
relations. Nor is the author without such 
an art of representation as j?an render a 
book not only such as we ought to read, 
but also such as we like to read.”—West­
minster Review. Two vois. Cloth, $3.

MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Winwood 
Reade. “Martyrdom of Man” is a very 
interestingly pictured synopsis of univer­
sal history, showing what the race has 
undergone—its martyrdom—in its rise to 
its present plane. It shows how War 
and Religion have been oppressive fac­
tors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and 
the last chapter, of some 150 pages, de­
scribes his intellectual struggle from the 
animal period of the earth to the pres­
ent, adding an outline of what the au­
thor conceives would be a religion of 
reason and love. Cloth, $1.

PAINE’S VINDICATION. By R. G. In­
gersoll. A Reply to the New York “Ob­
server’s” attack upon the Author-Hero 
of the Revolution. Every Freethinker 
should have this pamphlet to refute 
calumnies of Paine. Paper, 15 cents'.

RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC. By 
John Lathrop Motley. Including an ac­
count of the persecution of the heretics 
under the Duke of Alva and Philip the 
Second of Spain. 2 vois., $3.
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE INQUISI­

TION. Illustrated with about 100 pic­
tures and the instruments of torture 
used upon heretics, auto-da-fe scenes, 
etc. Nearly 800 pp., including pictures. 
Large 12mo. Price, $2.00.
Here we have not only the story of 

the Inquisition, but chapters on the Per­
secution of the Jews, Expulsion of the 
Moors from Spain, The Crusades, The 

. Popes and the Tntnnsition, Persecution pf_ 
the Waldenses, Persecution or tne Al­
bigenses, Persecution of the Huguenots, 
The Jesuits, The Killing of Witches, The 
War Between Religion and Science, and 
The Attitude of the Church Toward 
Slavery. There are more particulars 
about the Inquisition than any other one 
volume contains, and as the work has 
been written from a Freethought point 
of view, there has been no attempt to 
conceal the responsibility of religion and 
the church -for the horrors and infamies 
of the institution. The chapter on the 
War between Religion and Science is full 
and inclusive. The attitude of the church 
toward Slavery will be a revelation to 
many readers. The presentation of the 
subject in this book is unique.

SIX HISTORIC AMERICANS. By John 
E. Remsburg. A book that every Ameri­
can Freethinker will delight to own. For 
thirty years Mr. Remsb.urg has been col­
lecting evidences of the disbelief of the 
great men of our Republic. Much of it 
has been published in books and pam­
phlets. All of this evidence is now pub­
lished in one large volume under the 
title, “Six Historic Americans: Paine, 
Jefferson, Washington, Franklin, Lincoln 
and Grant, the Fathers and Saviors of 
-Our Republic, Freethinkers.” The prep­
aration and publication of the work was 
urged by Colonel Ingersoll before his 
death, and it contains his written indorse­
ment. The book contains about 550 pages. 
It has portraits of Paine, Jefferson, Wash­
ington, Lincoln, and Grant. It is printed 
in large, clear type, on heavy paper, and 
handsomely bound. Price, $1.25.

SECRET OF THE EAST. By Prof. F. 
L. Oswald. Against Christianity Mr. Os­
wald finds seven objections to lie. No 
one, he says, can overlook the facts that,
1. The rise of the Christian faith corre­
sponds with the sunset of the great 
south-European civilization; 2. That the 
zenith of its power coincides with the 
midnight of medieval barbarism; 3. That 
the decline of its influence coincides 
with thè sunrise of a north-European civ­
ilization; 4. That all the principal vir> 
tories of Freedom and Science have been 
achieved in spite of the church, and in 
the face of her \Open hostility; 5. That 
the exponents or the Christian dogmas 
persist in their hostility to the progress 
of all reform; 6. That the worst Aiemies 
of political and intellectual liberty were 
firm believers in the dogmas of the New 
Testament; 7. That among the contem­
porary nations of the Christian world the 
most skeptical are the most civilized, 
While the mögt Qrthodpx are the most 

backward in freedom, industry, and gen­
eral intelligence. Cloth, $1.

THE BLUE LAWS OF CONNECTI­
CUT. Taken from the Public Records 
of the Colony of Connecticut previous to 
1665, as printed in a Compilation ôf the 
Earliest Laws and Orders of the General 
Court of Connecticut, from the Original 
Records remaining in the office of the 
Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis’s 
book on Sunday Legislation; also an Ex­
tract from the Constitution, or Civil Com­
pact Entered into and Adopted by the 
Towns of Windsor, Hartford, and Weth­
ersfield in 1638-9, as confirmed by the 
General court of Connecticut, and show­
ing the Biblical basis of Colonial Legis­
lation. Nine Illustrations specially made 
for the volume. Special cover design in 
colors. Paper, 25 cents.

THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. Com­
ments on the assertion by an evangelist 
that Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had admitted that Thomas Paine recant­
ed, and that his own children had joined 
the church. Paper, 3 cents.

THE WORSHIP OF AUGUSTUS CAE­
SAR. Derived from a Study of Monu­
ments, Coins, Calendars, Aeras, Astro­
nomical and Astrological Cycles, Etc. By 
Alex. Del Mar, formerly director of the 
U. S. Bureau of Commerce, Navigation 
and Statistics. This great work is 'in 
fact a Date-book or Encyclopedia of Mes­
siahs, of whom it gives the dates , and 
lives of over 500, with every detail of 
birth, miracles, sacraments, sufferings, 
expiation and death. Some of these the 
author traces' back by reliable indica­
tions to nearly 2000 B. C., finding them in 
every country known to the ancient Hin­
dus. This included Babylonia, Judea, 
Egypt, Greece, Rome and even distant 
Mexico, Guatemala and Peru.' Out of 
this enormous assemblage -of compara­
tive data arises the conspicuous fact 
that all messianic pretensions, whether 
of actual or imagined personages, were 
based upon the Ecliptical Cycle and its 
astrological derivatives. The work con­
cludes with the Apotheosis of Augustus 
Caesar, A. D. 1, and his universal wor­
ship as the Son of God and Savior- of the 
World, throughout the entire Roman em­
pire.

Printed on superfine tinted paper, text 
in long primer, notes in brevier, copious 
bibliography and index, 8vo. pp. 376; price 
$3, postpaid.

i нотваъп E.VV "WI4U kmviv. uj- м. 
Macdonald. Torture instruments em­
ployed in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen­
turies for the Promulgation of Christian­
ity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, 
and including specimens from the Holy 
Inquisition. Thirty-five illustrations. 
Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Col­
lar, the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crush­
er, the Stocks, the Heretic Catcher, the 
Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear 
(gag), Iron Masks recommended by the 
Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the 
Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity 
Belt for women, the Spider, the Iron Vir­
gin Up to Date, the Execution Bell, etc. 
“I used to read in books,” says Colonel 
Ingersoll, “how our fathers persecuted 
mankind. But I never appreciated it'. I 
read it. but it did not burn itself into my 
soul. I did not really appreciate the in-, 
famies that have been committed in the 
name of relieion until I saw the iron ar­
guments that Christians used.” Ten 
cents per copy.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? By Aus­
tin Bierblower. Paper, 10 cents.

RUINS OF EMPIRES AND THE LAW 
jOF NATURE. Volney’s (C. F.) With Il­
lustrations, Portrait of Volney, and Map 
of the Astrological Heaven of the An­
cients. Also, Volney’s Answer to Dr. 
Priestly, a Biographical Notice by Count 
Daru, a Preface, and an explanation of 
the Zodiacal Signs and Constellations. 
248 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 75 cents.

Materialism
FORCE AND MATTER: or, Principles 

of the Natural Order of the Universe, 
with a System of kforality based thereon. 
By Prof. Ludwig Buchner, M. A sci­
entific and rationalistic work of great 
merit and ability. Translated from the 
15th German edition, revised and en­
larged by the author, and reprinted from 
the fourth English editiop. Contents: 
Force and Matter. Immortality of Mat­
ter. Immortality of Force. Infinity of 
Matter. Value of Matter. Motion Form, 
immutability of Natural Laws. Univer­
sality of Natural Laws. The Heavens. 
Periods of the Creation of the Earth. 
Original Generation. Secular Generation. 
The Fitness Of Things in Nature (Tel­
eology). Man. Brain and Mind-Thought. 
Consciousness. Seat of the Soul. In­
nate Ideas. The Idea of God. Personal 
Continuance. Vital Force. The Soul of 
Brutes. Free Will. Morality. Concluding 
Observations, With portrait. ÇlQthi 
$l.Q0,
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MATERIALISM AND CRIME. Paper, 
10 cents.

MATERIALISM: Its History and Influ­
ence upon Society. By Dr. Louis Buch­
ner. Paper, 10 cents.

MODERN SCIENTIFIC MATERIAL­
ISM. Its Meaning and Tendency. Paper, 
10 cents.

Music
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. Compiled by 

L. K. Washburn. Heretofore the price at 
$1.50 has deterred many from ordering 
this Hymn-Book, particularly Liberal So­
cieties needing large numbers. But as 
it is the best book of its kind, we have 
felt that a cheaper edition should be 
printed and sold at such prices that every 
Liberal family in the country could have 
one, and every Liberal society a dotfen or 
two. Printed on good paper and sub­
stantially bound in paper and cloth, at 
the following low prices:

Paper Covers.
One copy............................. . .. 50 cents
Three copies....................................... $1.25
Five copies .. ................... 2.00
Ten copies............................... .. . 3.50
Twenty copies......................  6.00

The Holy Cross Series
THE AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF 

MARIA MONK, as exhibited in a nar­
rative of her sufferings during her resi­
dence of five years as a novice, and two 
years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any 
anti-Catholic book published has created 
more excitement, and such a circulation 
as this work. To counteract its effects 
the Catholics circulated a story that Ma­
ria Monk was “no better than she should 
be,” but investigation disclosed that her 
“child of shame” was none other than 
the child of her priest seducer. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth 75 cents.

THE CONFESSIONAL. By W. Stew­
art Ross. Being an Exposure of that in­
famous religious rite. Contents: Licen­
tiousness of the Pre-Reformation Church. 
Lechery of the Confessional. The Priest 
in Absolution. Confession of the Es­
caped Nun. Extracts from Dens and Li- 
guori. Examination of the Church’s 
Claim to have Fostered Learning. Her 
Attempts at Continency even More Ruin- 
tive Criminal Statistics of Catholicism 
and Protestantism. Price 25 cents.

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF 
ROME. With portrait, of the author, and 
other illustrations. 43d edition. 8vo. 
cloth, $2.25.

“No one can read this book without 
being grateful to the heavenly Father, for 
prolonging the life of this faithful serv­
ant until he had seen the errors of the 
Church of Rome and exposed them con­
scientiously, mercilessly.’’—New York 
Observer.

PRIEST IN ABSOLUTION. A Criti­
cism and Denunciation, with a review of 
the system of Confession, including co­
pious extracts from a late infamous pub­
lication, from the Confessional Un­
masked. Paper, 15 cents.

PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. A 
lecture by the Rev. George Townsend 
Fox, of Durham,' England. Revised Amer- 
ican edition, showing the result in par­
ishes of the Roman decree that priests 
Shall not marry. Paper 15 cents.

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND 
THE CONFESSIONAL. The Confessions 
of Mothers, Sisters, and Brothers. Over 
Forty Thousand Already Sold. By 
Father Chiniquy, Author of “Fifty Years 
in the Church of Rome.” Its revelations 
are sensational and appalling. The work 
is conceded by the pulpit and press of 
the country io be the best authority up­
on the confessional. Its author has done 
good service in the cause of Protestant­
ism, and he speaks from a personal ex­
perience in the workings of the Roman 
Catholic Church, where he held high po­
sition. Contents: I. The Struggle Before 
the Surrender of Womanly Self-respect 
in the Confessional. II. Auricular Con­
fession is a deep pit of perdition for the 
priest. III. The Confession is the Mod­
ern Sodom, i IV. How the vow of celi­
bacy is made easy by Auricular Confes­
sion. V. The Highly-educated and re­
fined woman in the Confessional—What 
becomes of her after her unconditional 
surrender—Her irreparable ruin. VI. Au­
ricular Confession destroys all the 
sacred ties of marriage and human 
society. VII. Should Auricular Confes­
sion be tolerated among civilized na­
tions? VII. Does Auricular Confession 
bring peace to the soul? IX. The dogma 
of Auricular Confession a sacrilegious 
imposture. X. Some of the matters on 
which the priest of Rome must question 
his penitents. Price $1.

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL 
DISCLOSURES RESPECTING NEW 
HALL CONVENT, Bpreham, pssex, Eng­

land. Showing that convents are inimi­
cal to chastity, virtue and freedom. Par 
per, 10 cents.

THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS OF 
THE JESUITS, Our reprint is from an 
edition of 1723, of which the Society of 
Jesuits on the Continent purchased and 
suppressed all the copies obtainable. The 
work is redolent of Jesuit craft and is a 
plain index to the chicanery, dishonesty 
and underhand working of that order 
against the welfare of individuals and 
society. Price, 15 cents.

Dr. Foote’s New Book.
THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Popular Hedical, Social and Sexual Science.
Contains a full, plain, and easy reading 

treatise on “Health and Diseases, with 
Recipes,” all the average reader can 
profitably learn of personal hygiene and 
common diseases (including special, sep­
arate chapters for men and women); all 
right up to date, and fully illustrated with 
hundreds of photo-engravings and chromo 
lithographs. Contains also the already 
popular “Plain Home Talk’’ about the re­
lation of the sexes and social customs in 
all ages and countries, with “original 
and startling” suggestions for social, re- 
fprms; newly revised, enlarged, and well 
illustrated. All is “heart to heart” plain 
home talk from a clear-thinking, plain- 
speaking, liberal minded medical author 
of over forty years’ experience. Nearly 
a million and a half former books sold. A 
curious book for curious people, and a 
sensible book for every one. Answers 1,- 
001 delicate questions one would like to 
ask his regular physician and yet doesn’t 
want to.

1,248 pages, 400 illustrations (SO in col­
ors), 250 recipes. Price, cloth bound, $2 
mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

HOW SHALL WE DISPOSE OF OUR DEAD?

CREMATION
Facts, Arguments and Statistics 
showing the importance of dis­
carding burial and adopting the 
cinerary method.

By MRS. L. S. CARTER
A valúan e pamphlet. Price by mail

10 cents

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER
62 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK

The Clerical Profession
ITS PRETENSIONS AND ITS .INFLU­

ENCE EXAMINED.
BY ROBERT DAT .E OWSn

Price, 7 cents.
THE TRUTH SEEKER ГЛ

WANTED
To sell or get a partner in a Ginseng Farm
Have now 30,000 growing plants. Address

J. E. SMITH
BRYSON CITY N. C.
2t35

CURE
FOR MEN

AN HONEST
I Of Varicocele. Seminal 
1 Weakness, and Impotency 
Be? Lost Manhood. If you 
Bor any of your friends j 
Fare suffering from these J 
I diseases see that you send JI 
I six 2 cent stamps FOR MY Я 
I 8 О О К explaining my ■ 
' treatment, aud iu which ■ 
a statement of these com- H 
Íilaiuts aud their evil ef- И 
ects are given, together ■ 

Iwith sworn testimonials M 
I—undisputed evidences ■ 
[of my success, I have 
never seeu a case of Vari- 
cocele Seminal WeaknessmM 
and Impotency ргорег'у^^Я 
treated by auy other^^H 
method thau mine — а 
medicine applied extern- 
tally. I have never seeu a 
lease so far advanced that mj 
■would uot give the greatest _____ ,___
those cases are few and far between which 
it will uot completely and permanently 
cure I therefore wish to make my treat-j 
ment as public aud widely extended as! 
possible. I cau give treatment just asefj 
fectively by mailat a distance as iu my of 
¡fice. I make uo charge for advice by mail 
aud my FKB is moderate for the wonder- 
Г ful benefit you will receive. Address me, 

at Vineland. N. Jersey, where I havel
Л- been iu Medical Practice for 35 years, j

DR. R. P. FELLOWS. |

iy treatment 
benefit, aud

Dr. Fellow в i« au old ataiul-i» ot tae Uberai 
oauie.and worthy of the о on Beenge that maat 
be reposed Й * pay »leían.

Gems of Thought.
“You cannot possess any more religion 

than you practice.”

In nature there is no origin, either of 
mode or material.—Xenophanes.

Nothing is so apt to deceive, by spe­
cious appearances, as religion.—Livy.

One has only to love a single creature 
with all one's heart, and the whole world 
at once looks lovely.—Goethe.

My faith in perfection is very weak 
when I look at others; it is extinguished#! 
altogether when I look at myself.— 
Mark Guy Pearse.

Do you despise any opportunity because 
it seems small? The way to make an 
opportunity grow is to take hold of it 
and use it.—Bacon.

So loath to suffer mute,
We, peopling the air,

Make gods to whom impute
The ills we ought to bear.

—Lucretius.

Do not get between the four walls of 
a denomination, and close all the win­
dows and ventilators, and lock the doors, 
and die from all human use to the 
chant of priests.—Horace L. Träubel.

Religious people who warn you most 
solemnly that man, who is a worm, can­
not possibly compass in iris puny under­
standing the attributes of the divine be­
ing, will yet tell you all about him, a¿ if 
he were the man who lives in the next 
street.—John Morley.

The men whom I have seen succeed 
best in life have always been cheerful 
and hopeful men, who went about their 
business with a smile on their faces, and 
took the changes and chances of this 
mortal life like men, facing rough and 
smooth alike as it came.—Charles 
Kingsley.

What greater thing is there for two 
human souls than to feel that they are 
joined for life—to strengthen each other 
in all labor, to rest in each other in all 
acwrrciw. tn mutista» ооыьЪь «Afetrr yty nft 
pain, to be one with each other in silent, 
unspeakable memories at the moment of 
the last parting.—George Eliot.

Not one holy day, but seven;
Worshiping, not at the call of a bell, but 

at the call of my soul;
Singing, not at the baton’s sway, but 

to the rhythm in my heart;
Loving because I must;
Giving because I cannot keen; 
Doing for the joy of it.

—Muriel Strode.

All advancement is by ideas, and not 
by brute force or mfM-hanie force. • • • 
The largest thought and the widest love 
are bom to victory, and must prevaiL 
* * * In the thought of tomorrow,
there is power to upheave all thy creed, 
all the creeds, all the literature of the 
nations, and marshal thee to a heaven 
which no epic dream has yer depicted: 
—Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Forget not, I pray you, the right of 
personal freedom. Self-government is 
the foundation of all our political and so- 

! cial institutions, and it is by self-govern­
ment alone that the law of temperance 

I can be forced. Seek not to enforce upon 
your brother by legislative enactment 
that virtue which he can possess only 

I by the dictates of his own conscience and 
I the energy of his own free will.—John 
I Quincy Adams.

To call themselves “miserable sinners" ¡ 
I is with many people a kind of religious I 
I good manners.

In no respect has man taken greater 
I advantage of his position than in labeling , 
I as feminine a large number of the less I 
I attractive weaknesses which are com- 
I mon to humanity.

Nearly all white lies are the inventions 
I of women, and nearly all the great falsi- 
! ties the inventions of men.

Genius arises when the imagination 
I of the woman is added to the intellect 

of the man. The man of genius is su­
preme over woman in the feminine qual­
ities.

One marries a girl and lives with a 
woman. I think I know something about 
girls, but I am sure I know nothing about 
women-

The prig is he who renders unto God 
the things that are Caesar’s.

Cynicism, as often as not, is a kind of 
collective modesty. There are people 
who think it as immodest to claim virtue 
for humanity as to claim it for them- 
spjyefi. Bagehqt, »

Not for Parsons.
Have a Care.—“My mission in life,” 

said the satirist, “is to put the dunce 
cap on the heads of other people.”

“Be careful,” replied his friend, “that 
you don’t catch cold.”—Philadelphia In­
quirer.

All Bound.—A citizen of culture and 
poetic taste went to a public library and 
asked for Shelley’s “Prometheus Un­
bound.”

He was rather taken aback when the 
librarian replied:

“We don’t keep any unbound books in 
this library.”

Sanctum Secrets.—“You didn’t use my 
manuscript,” said the visitor severely.

“It was not adapted to our purposes. 
We couldn’t use it.”

“How about the stamp that was in­
closed ?”

“Oh. that was all right. We used it.” 
—Philadelphia Ledger.

Spiritually Advanced.—Two girls re­
turning from Sunday school in the coun­
try were discussing their progress in the 
Shorter Catechism.

“I’m past original sin,” said one.
The other immediately responded : 

"Oh, I am farther on than you, for I’m 
past redemption.”—-London Tit-Bits.

A Typographical Error.—The novelist 
wrote: “She turned down the coverlet, 
gently shook up the bolster, lay her fair 
head upon her pillow and was soon in 
soft slumber.” But the printer made a 
slight transposition, and the anguish ot 
the author may be imagined when he 
read: “She turned down the coverlet, 
gently shook up the lobster,” etc.—San 
Francisco Star.

She Knew the Place.—The elderly ma­
tron with the bundles, who was journey­
ing to a point in Wisconsin, and occupied 
a seat near the middle of the car, had 
fallen asleep. On the seat in front of 
her sat a little hoy. The brakeman 
opened the door of the car and called 
oat the name of the station the train was 
approaching. The elderly woman roused 
herself with a jerk.

"Where are we. Bobby’’’ she asked.
“I don’t know, grandma,” answered 

the boy.
“Didn’t the brakeman say something 

just now?”
“No. He just stuck his head inside 

the door and sneezed.”
“Help me with these things, Bobby!” 

she exclaimed, hurriedly. “This is Osh­
kosh. It’s where we get off.”—Youth’s 
Companion.

Not on the Program.—Two stout old 
Germans were enjoying their pipes and 
placidly listening to the strains of the 
summer-garden orchestra. One of them 
in tipping his chair back stepped on a 
narlor match, which exploded with a 
bang.

"Dot vas not on de program,” he said, 
turning to his companion.

“Vat was not?”
“Vy. dot match.”
“Vat match?”
“De match I valked on.”
“Veil, I didn’t see no match; vat aboud 

it?”
“Vy, I valked on a match and it went 

bang, and I said it was not on de pro­
gram.”

The other picked up his program and 
read it through very carefully. ‘T don’t 
see it on the program,” he said.

“Veil, I said it vas not on the program, 
didn’t I?”

“Veil, vat has it got to do mit the pro­
gram, anyway? Egsplain yourself”— 
Ladies’ Home Journal.

THE TURKISH WOMEN.
[The Turkish women are now per­

mitted to go about the streets without 
their veils.—News Item.]
What’s this? The women of Turkey

Are showing their faces
In all public places;

Maids fair, fat, or perky.
Some sad and some merry,
With lips like the cherry.

Exposing their features for all men to 
see!

Mercy met 
Can it be?

What’s this? Do the girls of the harem, 
With all of their graces
Now show us their faces?

And veils—no more wear ’em?
Man may look at their noses,
Their cheeks like the roses.

And liken their ears to the shells from 
the sea—

Mercy me! 
pan it be?

—Detroit Free Fress,
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News of the Week.
New Orleans had a $1,500,000 fire last 

Sunday.
Tony Pastor, the aged actor-manager, 

died Aug. 26 at Elmhurst, L. I. He was 
76 years old.

Baron Hermann Speck von Sternburg, 
German ambassador to the United 
States, died at Heidelberg, Germany. 
Aug. 23.

True bills against seventy-eight partici­
pators in the late race riots in Spring­
field, Ill., have been returned by a 
special grand jury. ,

Former Senator William F. Vilas of 
Wisconsin, who was Postmaster-General 
under Cleveland, died in Madison, Wis., 
on Aug. 27, at the age of 67 years.

Antoine Becquerel, the French scien­
tist who discovered the invisible urani­
um rays, which were named after him, 
died in Paris on Aug. 25, aged 56 years.

The American fleet left Sydney, N. S. 
W., Aug. 27. Its next port was Mel­
bourne, Aust., where it arrived on the 
29th. Tokio, Japan, is making prepara­
tions to receive the fleet in October.

Twenty-six miners are known to be 
dead and eight more have probably per­
ished as the result of the explosion of a 
barrel of oil in the Hailey mine, No. 1, 
Haileyville, Okla., Aug. 26.

Beginning October 1, the postage rate 
applicable to letters mailed in the United I 
States for delivery at any place in the I 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- I 
land will be two cents an ounce or frac- I 
tion of an ounce.

A chance inspection of the municipal 
register of Frankfort-on-Main, Germany, 
has shown that the original entry of the 
birth of Goethe has been cut out by som<- 
vimdal. The register has been open ’o 
inspection by all comers for a smnil fee.

Georgia and the Carolinas were floo-' 
swept August 26. Practically all thè I 
streets of Augusta were under water. 
The financial loss of the city is large. 
The loss of many lives is reported from 
Eastern Georgia and Western South Car­
olina.

President Roosevelt broke the Fourth I 
Commandment last Sunday by tolling tn- 1 
dustriously from 9 to 11 in the evening. 
It was the pressure of “campaign” busi­
ness that caused him to do so. He had 
conformed to the popular error by wor­
shiping in the morning.

Twenty-three persons are known to be 
dead and scores are missing as the re­
sult of a cloudburst which sent a wall of 
water eight feet deep down upon Folsom, 
N. M., a mining camp of 3,500 people, at 
the foot of Mount Capulin, forty miles 
south of the Colorado line, Aug. 28. Ra­
ton, N. M., also suffered severe loss, 
many homes being washed away.

While the Rev. E. O. Butler knelt in 
prayer with a score of converts at a re­
vival held in a eospel tent, near Dexter, 
Mo., Auar. 24, Joseph N. Horton, aged 19, 
whom the church people had considered 
“under conviction,” quietly left his seat, 
went outside, and probably fatally stab­
bed Oscar Leathers. He then returned, 
knelt with the congregation and con- I 
tinued his devotions.

MonsigDor Bidwell has come from I 
Rome to Washington with a pontifical 
letter to Cardinal Gibbons sanctioning 
tbe establishment of a mission house at 
Washington, D. C., which is to be de­
voted to the conversion of non-Catholics. 
It will be the business of the mission to 
get in touch with congressmen from all 
states and show them how it would be 
to their advantage to favor the Catholic 
church in all proposed legislation.

The estate of Russell Sage, who died 
on July 22, 1906, has been appraised offi­
cially at $66,753,801 gross and $64,153,800 
net. The transfer tax on tbe estate wil! 
be $667,538. Mrs. Sage, to whom her hus­
band left, almost everything absolutely, 
inherits $63,778,800. There are twenty- 
nine lesser legatees whose inheritances 
avgreerate $650,000. Charles A. Gardiner, 
attorney for the executors, says that the 
estate consisted roiifhlv of $3,000 000 in 
real nronerty, $30.000,000 in securities 
and $30,000,000 in time and call loans.

Tbe Rev. Albert H. Trick, a retired 
Presbyterian clergyman, who once at­
tracted the attention of his'whole church 
by bis vigorous defense of the hierher 
criticism of the Bible, delivered before 
the cenerai assembly of the Presbyterian 
church in 1893. before which the Rev. 
Charles A. Bribers bad laid his anneal 
from tbe action of the New York 
Presbvtery exuelline him from the 
church for heresy, killed himself with a 
revolver ip a room Of Mills Hotel No. 3,

at Thirty-seventh street and Seventh 
avènue, Aug. 23.

The Nebraska Methodists are busy in 
politics. In all the churches of that 
state a letter was read from the pulpit 
last Sunday denouncing Joseph Cannon, 
speaker of the House of Representatives, 
for his attitude toward temperance leg­
islation and for snubbing a committee 
from the General Conference that called 
on him at Washington In the interest of 
such legislation. The letter recites that 
all of the Republican congressmen from 
Nebraska favor the legislation desired, 
and urges that all Methodists insist upon 
pledges from them that they will not 
vote to reelect Cannon.

About fifty converts to Mormonism are 
held by the immigration authorities in 
Boston. Some of them are young women 
who the authorities fear are destined for 
polygamy. The Mormon elders in charge 
speak confidently of appealing to Wàsh­
ington and getting the ban removed. 
Their confidence is thus explained: 
"There will be a presidential election in 
November, and the Mormon church is not 
without political experience and power in 
several debatable states. Is it within rea­
son to believe that these facts have some 
influence in establishing the more than 
hopeful mental attitude of the Mormon 
elders?”

City Attorney Long has given to the 
San Francisco Board of Education an 
opinion dealing with the admissibility Of 
native born Chinese children to the pub­
lic schools other than schools establish­
ed for them. He holds that the question 
of nativity has no bearing on the matter 
and that Chinese children áre Mongo­
lians without respect to birthplace, but 
that if special schools of equal standing 
are not provided for them they are en­
titled to attend any school. The opinion 
is given in response to a query from the 
board with reference to three native born 
Chinese girls who wanted to attend 
schools other than Oriental schools.

Announcement was made Aug. 28 by 
the acting secretary of the interior that 
the President had signed the proclama­
tion throwing open to settlement on Oc­
tober 5 certain lands in the Rosebud In­
dian Agency of South Dakota, most of 
which lie in Tripp county, aggregating 
about 800,000 acres. It is expected that . 
there will be a rush of 100,000 people for I 
claims, as some nr oeriù —
to be worth as much as $20,000, and near­
ly all of the land is valuable .for agricul­
ture. Registration for the drawing will 
begin October 5 at Dallas, Gregory, 
Presho, and Chamberlain, 6. D., and Val­
entine and O'Neill, Neb. The drawing 
will take place at Dallas, g, D., October 
19.

Upon the return of Prof, James R. Ster- 
ret, head of the department of Greek at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y„ a de­
tailed report of the findings of the explor­
ing expedition sent out by Cornell Uni­
versity to Asia Minor and the Assyro- 
Babylonian Orient will be submitted to 
the archeological experts and will then 
be made public. One of the most im­
portant explorations conducted by the 
Cornell party was in and around Boghaz- 
Keni, the capital of the Hittite empire,- 
whose history has only become known in 
the last decade and whose language is 
still undecipherable. Although the 
Cornell explorers are not prepared to say 
that they will be able to give a complete 
key to the Hittite tongue, they report that 
many hitherto undecipherable inscrip­
tions were read and that they believe 
they have made a start toward the dis­
covery of a new language.

The Rev. Emil Hagen, the New York 
parson who pleaded guilty to “borrow­
ing” a suit of clothes to wear while 
preaching, but who forgot to notify the 
man to whom the clothes belonged, has 
been released on suspended sentence. 
The Rev. Hagen took a suit of 
clothes belonging to his roommate 
when he went to preach trial sermons at 
Dutch Reformed churches in Newark and 
Bayonne. He explained in court that he 
was away longer than he anticipated, and 
was then ashamed to go back with the 
suit he had “borrowed.” But what is a 
little thing like a suit of clothes when a 
preacher needs them? Why should he 
blush to borrow, or be particular about 
bringing the property back? The gos­
pel does not say that the donkey bor­
rowed to make an impressive entry into 
Jerusalem was ever returned.

POCKET THEOLOGY
Terse, witty and sarcastic definitions of 

theological terms. Price. 25 cents.
Addreefi THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Prose Poems 
and Selections
BY ROBT. G. INGERSOLL,

A Handsome Octavo, Containing 
Over 400 pages. The book 
is designed for, and will be 
accepted by, admiring friends 
as a rare personal souvenir.

CONTENTS:

At a Child’s Grave. Benefits for In­
juries. We Build. Tribute to the Rev. 
Alexander Clark. The Grant Banquet. 
Apostrophe to Liberty. A Tribute to John 
G. Mills. The Warp and Woof. The 
Cemetery. Originality. Then and Now. 
Voltaire. Lazarus. What is Worship? 
Humboldt. God Silent. Alcohol1. Auguste 
Comte. The Infidel. Napoleon. The Re­
public. Dawn of the New Day. Reform­
ers. The Garden of Eden. Thomas Paine. 
The Age of Faith. Origin of Religion. 
The Unpardonable Sin. The Olive Branch. 
Free Will. The King of Death. The Wise 
Man. Bruno. The Real Bible. Benedict 
Spinoza. The First Doubt. The Infinite 
Horror. Nature. Night and Morning. Tbe 
Conflict. Death of the Aged. The Char­
ity of Extravagance. Woman. The Sacred 
Myths. Inspiration. Religious Liberty of 
the Bible. The Laugh of a Child. The 
Christian Night. By Choice. Why? Imag­
ination. Science. If Death Ends All. 
Here and There. How Long? Liberty. 
Jehovah and Brahma. The Free Soil. Life. 
Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher. Tribute 
tõ Courtlandt Palmer. The Brain. The 
Sacred Leaves. Origin and Destiny. Whai 
is Poetry? My Position. Good and Bad 
The Miraculous Book. Orthodox Dotage 
The Abolitionists. Providence. The Man 
Christ. The Divine Salutation. At the 
Grave of Benjamin W. Parker. Fashion 
and Beauty. Apostrophe to Science. El- 
izur Wright. The Imagination. No Re 
specter of Persons. Abraham Lincoln. 
The Meaning of Law. What is Blas­
phemy? Some Reasons. Selections. Love. 
The Birthplace of Burns. Ida Whiting YCllVvneerГ-АП ГНЯТГП IfWluCÄtJr'."— 
Richard H. Whiting. Mary H. Fiske. 
Horace Seaver. The Music of Wagner. 
I eaves of Grass. Vivisection. The Re­
public of Mediocrity.

Boards, gilt ten, $1.5Q.
Edition de luxe, printed on Stratforn 

handmade paper. Cloth, gold back ani 
side stamp, $2.50.

Address The Truth Seeker Company, 
62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y.

ROME OR REASON
A SERIES OF ARTICLES CONTRIBU­

TED TO THE NORTH AMERICAN
REVIEW BY

CARDINAL MANNING and
Col. ROBT. G. INGERSOLL

Also the following articles:
Is Divorce Wrong?

A Discussion: General Introduction, by Rev. 
E. W. Dike. LL.D. The Roman Catholic View, 
By Cardinal Gibbons. An Episcopalian View, 
Ey Bishop Henry C. Potter. An Agnostic View, 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.

Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

APPEAL TO THE PIOUS.

By Ewing Summers, formerly a Meth­
odist minister, but for many years past 
an Atheist. Carefully a fid reverentially 
written for the purpose of persuading 
Christians to substitue science for su­
perstition. 128 pp. Handsomely bound 
in cl'oth. 50c.

I Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

The Free Speech League 
invites correspondence, cooperation, and 
membership of all who claim rights and 
dare maintain thei .

JOIN US—HELP US.
GET OUR LIST OF BOOK8.
READ THEM—PASS THEM ALONG.
Liberty talks by Ir ;ersoll, Wakeman, 

Walker, Schroeder, Pentecost, Darrow, 
Post and others. Read “Our Vanishing 
Liberty of Press” (five ente): and also 
“Do You Want Free Speech ?” (ten 
cents) and learn

WHY YOU SHOULD ACT WITH US.

Free Speech League, 120 Lexington 
avenue, New York.

SIX HISTORIC
AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BY

JOHN E. REMSBURG

George Washington 
Thomas Jefferson 

Thomas Paine
Benjamin FranKlin 

Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri­
can History, and Not One of 

Them Was a Christian. All 
Were Unbelievers—All 

Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a' 
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in 
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON
Says Ben jättiin Lossing in his 

“Lives of the Signers of the Decla­
ration of Independence:”

“In religion he was a Freethinkei ; 
in morals pure and unspotted,”

In regard to Paine’s Religious 
views Mr. Remsburg establishes the 
negative qf the following: t. Was 
Paine an Atheist?' 2- Was he a 
Christian? 3- Did h© recant?

FRANKLIN
“It is much to be lamented that a 

man of Franklin’s general good 
character and great influence 
should have been an unbeliever 
in Christianity, and also have done 
as much as he did to make others 
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley.

LINCOLN
A cloud of witnesses testify to 

Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT
The refutation of Grant’s alleged 

Christian belief is complete, and 
the proofs of his disbelief are full 
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 550 
pages. It has portraits of 

Paine, Jefferson, Wash­
ington, Franklin, Lin­

coln and Grant

It is printed in large clear type 
on heavy paper, and hand 

somely bound

PRICE, $1.25

«
A Book that Every American Free.

thinker will Delight to Own

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, New York


