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PERSONAL LIBERTY.
Does the Averag'e American Know the Meaning' 

of the Words, or of Justice?
We boast of our country, “the land of liberty,” 

because we have a government by the people, 
make our own laws and rule by majority. Every 
one though ought to know that this does not 
imply full personal liberty and justice.

Rule by majority is only a mode of compro­
mise agreed upon in order to settle finally dis­
puted questions. This, however, does not imply 
that rule by majority cannot be as tyrannical as 
that of any absolute ruler. For it is not true 
that the majority is always in the right, “that 
majority rule is freedom” as we often hear.

That the rule of the majority is as tyrannical 
in many cases as the tyranny of absolutism in 
other old countries, is well known among us. Our 
Sunday laws, our prohibition laws, our exemp­
tion of church property from taxation, our main­
taining of chaplains in the army and halls of 
legislation are all proofs of this. For all these 
tread as much upon the rights of individuals and 
of the minority as any despotic laws issuing 
from an absolute rulen And these laws are de­
fended and supported by some of the most en­
lightened persons of our country, men who stand 
on the heights of modern education and knowl­
edge. People who know that Sunday as a day 
of rest, for instance, has no divine foundation 
whatever, or that in the complexity of modern 
civilization one and the same day of rest for all 
is an absolute impossibility, or who ought to 
know that just the 'enforced idleness of all on 
one and the same day creates more temptation 
for overstepping the limits of right and wrong 
than if the choice of a day of rest were left to the 
individual or circles of individuals, since those in­
clined to do wrong to human society or to go to 
immoderate excesses, will more easily band to­
gether on a day of enforced idleness for all on 
the same day than otherwise ; people who ought 
to be so enlightened that, if they demand for 
themselves the religious right to rest on their so- 
called “Lord’s day,” arbitrarily fixed by the 
church, they should ajso concede the same religi­
ous right to those who, on the supposition that 
the Bible is divine, with more right demand to 
rest on Saturday, or allow the Mohammedan, 
Taoist, or Shintoist, to rest on Friday, Tues­
day, or Wednesday—these persons will defend 
and support Sunday laws of the most oppressive 
kind.

And with what inconsistency ! For not seeing 
any possibility to longer defend Sunday from the 
standpoint of the Bible, which the church never 
had a right to do any way, Sunday is now de­
fended from social and economic grounds. Rest 
is demanded for all. Even a good theater or 
concert hall is to be clo.sed on Sunday in order 
to give the actors and musicians their much need­
ed rest, instead of leaving it to these to choose 
their days of rest ; but a church is not to be 
closed, in which the preachers or organist or 
other musicians and singers work on the same 
day. At bottom of all this inconsistency lies the 
old principle of forcing the Christian religion 
on other’s, or, since you cannot do that any more 
by making people attend church, at least taking
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away all opportunities which might draw people 
away on Sunday from the church. This principle 
is so deeply rooted in the hearts of the majority 
of Christian believers in this country that they 
can’t see that it is a principle which at bottom 
is entirely unchristian itself.

When still an orthodox minister I was opposed 
to Sunday laws altogether, from the purely 
Christian standpoint. Of course I was standing 
alone.. I said: If Jesus and his first followers 
intended to found a beliei by which people 
should be drawn away entirely from the pursuits 
of this world in order to be always prepared for 
the expected near coming and inauguration of the 
future world, the indisputable basis of primitive 
Christianity ; and if this belief should be an abso­
lutely voluntary one, not founded on any outer 
force to bring believers to it, for Jesus and his 
first followers forbade any force whatever to 
make believers in his name, the power to be used 
being entirely religious and moral persuasion, 
then the church has not the least right whatever 
to demand Sunday laws. If, further, the Chris­
tian belief is a divine foundation, it will save it­
self from) being destroyed and needs no worldly 
help or state laws to support it.

This standpoint, which I then rightly took, the 
church ought to have ever followed. Where were 
the Sunday laws during the first period of Chris­
tianity, when it was not recognized but perse­
cuted by the Roman state-religion, before Chris­
tianity became itself the state church under Con­
stantine the Great? And yet the church grew 
without Sunday laws or other support from the 
state. And the dangers and opportunities for 
immorality, private and public, so much dwelt 
upon nowadays as being nourished by an unre­
stricted Sunday, were surely not any less at that 
time than now. If the church had had the least 
sense of reason or of purely Christian politics, 
it would have refrained from any outward force 
whatever in regard to Sunday laws and that kind. 
For nothing has ever aroused more hatred 
against the Christian church than gloomy Sunday 
laws, which even in our days forbid such harm­
less plays as baseball and the like.

That there are any Sunday-laws on our statute 
books speaks very little for the sense of liberty 
and justice in the average citizen of our country. 
He is as much an obedient subject to ecclesias­
tical authority in this respect as the Russian peas­
ant to his state church. The idea that Sunday 
is a sacrosanct day, which by all means must be 
protected in its holiness by state law, is so deep­
ly ingrained in the majority that hardly the most 
enlightened men can rid themselves of this 
thought.

An absolutely free Sunday and the downfall 
of all public morality, this is the bugbear that 
lurks in the heart of the average American citi­
zen. The morality the church has taught up till 
now would not be very deep if this were so.

That the holding of one day or days more 
holy than others has nothing to do whatever with 
real religion and morality, is a view even express­
ed in many places in the Old Testament proph­
ets; for instance. Isaiah ix and Amos x, 5. If the 
church wishes to have Sunday honored as a re­
ligious day again it must offer other religious 
food in its temples than that generally offered so 
far, consisting mostly in a gloomy view of this 
world and man. A Sunday devoted to art, sci­
ence. and the religion of humanity will very prob­
ably not be objectionable to any one.

And further if Sunday as a day of rest and 
L recreation is not to be dishonored by immoderate 
. and immoral excesses, then educate "mankind 

to know what recreation is wholesome and what 
not. T hardly believe that man, individually and 
as society, will wilfully throw himself into recrea­
tion, harmful morallv and physically, if he knows 

’ and is offered something better. I think educa­
tion will any time do more to reform man than 
stringent laws, which attempt to force morality 
and reason into man.

This is true also in regard to prohibition. I 
do nor object to local option at all. Communities 
surely have the full right to forbid any saloon 
in their midst, because the American saloon is 
in general no very. respectable place, although 
there are drinking places which are conducted 
in as respectable a way as any other place of busi­
ness. And if our saloon is in general not a re­
spectable place, this is perhaps not so much the 
fault of the saloonkeeper as that of the people 
whose training and breeding is neglected too much 
at home and in the schools. But I say the saloon 
may go, as generally objectionable and in many 
cases dangerous to public order, but no major­

■ ity of the people has the moral right and justice 
I to forbid the use of intoxicating drinks altogether. 
IesoeciÜly of the weaker beverages as beer and 

wine. A people may have the right, in order to 
protect itself, to forbid the use of drinks with 
such dangerous ingredients as absinthe, which 
will drive men to murder without their knowl- 

I edge—a prohibition existing for instance in 
Switzerland—but even in the case of the most 
dangerous drinks and the use of intoxicating 
beverages altogether it is better to educate than 
to prohibit absolutely. Temperance will always 
be inculcated better by education than by 
prohibition. It is against general human nature 
to he treated arbitrarily and despotically; it 
wants to be treated in a reasonable way and not 
be forced to morality and soberness. Total absti­
nence is entirely honorable and highly com­
mendable if voluntarily practiced and stuck to; 
and I do not believe that any reasonable man, 
even if he himself does not practice total absti­
nence, will ever condemn any total abstainer and 
scoff at him ; but if he respects a total abstainer 
for his principles, he with full justice expects to 
be treated by the total abstainer with the same 
respect, unless he degrades himself by drink, for 
this is something different. A voluntary ab­
stainer, who thinks that total abstinence is the 
best method for remaining temperate and
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avoiding the evils following the use of intoxicants, 
is highly praiseworthy; but a sanctimonious ab­
stainer, who will be shocked at the slightest 
hilariousness though keeping entirely in the 
bounds of propriety and order, shown by people 
enjoying a glass of beer or wine; or who puts 
these insultingly in the same class with the 
rummy, not considering a man or a woman who 
would drink a glass of beer or wine a gentleman 
or a lady, as I have repeatedly hear from fanat­
ics personally, is unbearable and despicable. 
Both the total abstainers and the moderate non­
abstainer ought to honor and respect each 
other’s principles and not only tolerate them. 
Goethe truly says : “Tolerance should really 
be a passing feeling. It must lead to honorable 
acknowledgment. To tolerate only is to insult.” 
Absolute prohibition has so often in this country 
propagated hypocrisy, lying, perjury, the mean­
est espionage and delatorship and hatred among 
fellow citizens that the average American, who 
boasts so much of the self-legislatorship of the 
people, shows very little wise statesmanship if 
he again and again enters upon the same old 
methods of tyranny, which do not consider the 
rights of the minority.

The same injustice pertains to the exemption 
from taxation of church property and the main­
tenance of chaplains in the army and our halls of 
legislation. Just speak to the average American 
citizen about the injustice of these things, and you 
will find him so astonished at your opinion that 
you will be tempted to drop the subject im­
mediately because you fear that he will be simply j 
incapable of seeing the justice of your view, so 
ingrained is it in his mind that church and re­
ligion by divine right ought to have and has 
these prerogatives.

I recently, after hearing an otherwise good 
lecture by the well known “tainted money” 
Gladden on the evils and injustices in our nation­
al life, in which he also spoke of the wrongs of 
taxation, said to a gentleman, whom I knew and 
who is well educated : “The lecturer might have 
mentioned also the wrong of exempting the 
churches from taxation.” The gentleman was 
astonished and answered: “This exemption . 
hardly presses upon any, as most all belong or 
stand in connection with churches.” As if the 
fact that the majority belonged to churches justi­
fied the fact that a minority not belonging to 
them is forced to help to pay the taxes of the 
majority in this respect. And similarly to the 
salaries of our chaplains the dissenting majority 
must pay as well as the majority. In principle 
we have in this country the same state church 
as in Europe. And perhaps if any one would 
talee the pains of counting up throughout our 
whole country the contributions not paid to the 
treasuries in consequence of exemption from taxa­
tion in the shape of the property of such numer­
ous denominations as this country can show up, 
each of which has the same rights as the other 
in this respect, including the salaries for chap­
lains, perhaps this sum would not differ so very 
much from the sum drawn from the people for 
the support of the state church in Eurooean 
countries, where churches are by far less numer­
ous than here and where, for instance, as I know 
well from personal knowledge, a town with sur­
rounding country of about 4,000 inhabitants or 
more in many parts of Germany, only has one 
church and two ministers, while here a town of 
the same size would have very probably a half 
dozen or even more churches exempt from taxa­
tion. We surely ought not to boast too much 
in this respect of our liberty and justice, when 
thinking of this.

In principle and .by right I think that women 
ought to have the same political rights as men. 
but considering the still imperfectly developed 
sense of liberty and justice among my own sex, 
I often think it may perhaps be good that so far 
women have not had the same rights of suf­
frage as men. Women in general are more sub­
missive yet to the church than men, and in this 
country especially play a predominating role in 
the church, ’the side of the feelings, an essential 
part in religion, being with them moie developed 
than in men, and in the demand of the church for 
stringent Sunday laws and keeping it exempt from 
taxation or having other privileges accorded to 
it, women would perhaps only swell the major­
ity in its domination over the minority if they 
had the right to vote. And in regard to the mat­
ter of absolute prohibition, if women had the 
right to vote, this question would perhaps also be 
gçttled in its favor, feeling would perhaps also de­

cide here, because the curse of intemperance is 
great and undeniably many women especially 
suffer under it, but would the decision be just 
arid would it work ? Suppose, because many men 
suffer undeniably under the curse of the ex­
travagance of their wives in regard to apparel, 
etc., that sumptuary laws should be enacted by 
some majority against such luxuries, as has been 
done in history, would this be just and would it 
work? Or that a dress reform would be enacted 
by a majority of men and women, which would 
prescribe for all women the otherwise very 
sensible, comfortable, practical, no dust-raising 
and less dirt-gathering dress of a pair of Turkish 
trousers with short skirt falling down to the knee, 
freeing woman’s hand from perpetually gathering 
her skirts—would this be just and would it work?

People do not want to be treated all their life 
like children. They wish to be trusted to use their 
own judgment and make the right use of their 
personal liberty. Society of course must have 
laws to protect itself, but these also have their 
limits. Our people ought to finally outgrow the 
stage of continually bullying the minority and 
evolve to so much manhood as to quit treating 
its own minority in matters which pertain to in­
dividual liberty, ever as an old-fashioned pedantic 
schoolmaster always standing with the rod be­
hind his bovs.

Catholic Indulgences.

“Semper idem,” always the same, is the boast­
ed motto of the Catholic church. The hierarchy 
declare “Catholic doctrines never change.” That 
is as questionable as many other absolute as­
sumptions.

“The Holy Inquisition” or “destruction of 
heretics” has changed in promulgation and prac­
tical operation, and this conflicts with semper 
idem.

Several years ago I read the sermon of a 
Catholic bishop, and wrote the following criti­
cism at the time : The statement that “Catholic 
doctrines never change” is a mistake, according 
to a Lenten sermon by Rev. Bishop Conaty, 
on the subject of indulgences, at the cathedral 
in Los Angeles, and reported in the Los Angeles 
Herald. He explains it all away.

He says: “Indulgence is not license to commit 
sin—does not mean remission of punishments— 
it is not a permission to commit sin, or pardon 
of sin—no power can grant such a permission 
—no sin is remitted except through confession 
—after guilt has been removed by pardon there 
remain punishments unexniated.”

These averments are the best proof that the 
indulgence was or is a fraud.

Moreover, Rev. Conaty declares : “The church 
teaches that indulgences are not for sale, and 
such sale is crime.”

Well, indulgences have been for sale and have 
been sold, and brought millions of dollars into 
the church treasury, and the church stands re­
sponsible for the crime. The money for building 
the church of St. Peter at Rome by Pone Leo
X. was raised by the sales of his indulgences. 
He said it was “A profitable fraud.” The price 
was very high, and those who had plenty of 
money could buy them. In the time of Martin 
Luther the indulgence was absolution from all 
past sins, excesses and penalties, with the liberty 
and license granted the buver to commit any 
excesses, sins or crimes, with a pardon in ad­
vance and passport to heaven.

This matter of indulgence was the cause of 
antagonism between Martin Luther and the 
Catholic church ; and it was the cause of Prot­
estantism. Rev. Conaty now uses the same ar­
guments employed by Luther and his church in 
their warfare against Catholicism,

If this doctrine has never before been repudi­
ated. it is now by Conaty ; for when a Roman 
bishop declares a thing in a Lenten sermon, that 
settles it. This is an encouraging sign of pro­
gression.

Now I want to ask the editor a few questions, 
which, if answered, I surmise would interest and 
edify many readers of The Truth Seeker.

Is there any record that the Indulgence has 
been interdicted or abolished by the infallible 
pone or church? If so, when? by what pone?

Has the Indulgence ever been sold in the Uni­
ted States?

Is there any truth in Conaty’s statements 
above quoted? A. H. NICHOLAS.

Piety is the other name for stupidity,

BIBLE STORIES RETOLD.

Blasphemy, Extravagance. Absurdity, Profanity 
and Demoralization in the Inspired Volume.

So far from being a source of strength, the 
dogma of Biblical infallibility is the weakest 
point of “orthodox” Protestantism.

While I do not accept the doctrine, the Roman 
Catholic idea of an infallible church is far inore 
reasonable ; for a church can progress, while an 
unchangeable book can not; and when the book 
for which infallibility is claimed is proven fal­
lible, “orthodox” Protestantism must either aban­
don that claim or fall to the ground.

Now let us review some of the more palpable 
errors of the alleged infallible book.

Once upon a time, an old man drank too much 
wine and exposed himself in a most disgraceful 
fashion. The incident was witnessed by one of 
his sons, who, thoroughly disgusted, informed his 
brethren of the fact ; and they, for the sake of 
the family’s reputation, agreed to cover their 
father’s shame. After awhile, their father awoke 
from his slumbers, fighting drunk ; and not find­
ing anyone else to vent his drunken wrath upon, 
he proceeded to curse Jhe infant son of the one 
who had “told on him.” On account of this 
drunken man’s ravings, we are told that God 
authorized the wholesale slaughter of his unof­
fending grandson’s descendants, and in after ages 
permitted the enslavement of the negro race, 
which (by the way) was not descended from him.

This extravagant and blasphemous story is to 
be found in Genesis ix, 20-27.

At ? later date an a<red man who had lost his 
evesight directed his elder son to bring him some 
venison, so that (being thus nut in a good humor) 
he might Mess him with due fervor.

Now this old man had a wife who loved his 
vounger son better; and. taking advantage of her 
husband’s blindness, she effectually disguised the 
vonnger son in order to enable him to deceive his 
father and steal the blessing. This the vounger 
con did: and bv lhe most nnscrunulous Ivin«-and 
bvnocrisy he deceived his father'anti stole the 
blessing.

Instead of striking him dead for his wickedness, 
the Lord is <wiid to have confirmed the blessing, 
and at a later date the Lord himself was beaten 
in a wrestling match with the same rogue.

For this storv I refer vou to Genesis xxvii, 1-33. 
and also to Genesis yxxii. 21-30.

As an allegory, illustrative of the fact that a 
wicked man mav reform himself, the tale (taken 
in connection with other circumstances in the 
career of the same man) mav be of some value; 
but historically interpreted, it is hard to see how 
anyone can read the story without laughing at 
its utter absurdity.

At a yet later date, two men were crossing a 
desert, when they were caught in a violent whirl­
wind. accompanied. presumably, bv a sandstorm. 
The older of the two was caught in the whirlwind 
and was never seen again. The vounger one 
escaned and spread the report that his comnanion 
had been taken to heaven without dving; and this 
same ridiculous tale is implicitly believed to this 
day by countless millions.. (See 2 Kings ii, 
11-18).

Shortly afterward this sanie man (who seems 
to have been baldheaded) was mocked by a num­
ber of little children who called after him, “Go 
up, thou baldhead : Go up, thou baldhead.” 
This angered the so-called «prophet, who turned 
about and swore at them with considerable 
fluency.

After he had gone, several of the children were 
killed or otherwise injured by two bears whom 
they had disturbed ; and in their superstitious 
ignorance their parents believed that the 
“prophet” by his profanity had caused the bears 
to appear. (See 2 Kings ii, 23-24).

It is a pity that the bears did not devour the 
swearing “prophet,” for he lived to do great mis­
chief later on.

The most demoralizing of all the Old Testa­
ment narratives, however, is the story of Jehu, as 
told in the ninth and tenth chapters of the same 
book as the last story.

Jehu was military commander-in-chief of the 
Jsraelitish army under King Jehoram. Jehoram 
was the son of Ahab; and Jehu (according to 
secular history) was either the uncle or the cousin 
01 Jehoram,

Taking advantage of the absence of his royal 
master, who had gone to Jcçreel to be healed u( 
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wounds gotten in battle, Jehu caused himself to 
be proclaimed king by the army.

Leaving the seat of war, Jehu then hastened 
with his army to Jçzreel, where he killed his 
sovereign, caused the queen mother to be barbar­
ously cast from a window and trampled under 
foot, and instituted ã general massacre of all the 
partisans of the house of Ahab who did not sweai 
allegiance to himself.

lie then secured the murder of Ahab’s seventy 
sons in Samaria; and, on his arrival in the latter 
city, instituted a massacre similar to that of 
Jezreel.

He then treacherously caused the many Baal 
worshipers to assemble for Hie purpose of wor­
ship, threatening with death any who should fail 
to attend.

Having thus* gotten them within his power, 
Jehu caused them all to be massacred; and con­
verted their temple into a “draught house.”

Having also murdered the king of Judah, who 
had been so unfortunate as to be found within his 
reach, and having also destroyed forty-two of the 
same king’s brethren who had met with the same 
misfortune, Jehu is represented as being com­
mended by the Lord, who says, “Because thou 
hast done well in executing right in mine eyes, 
and hast done unto the house of Ahab according 
to all that was in mine heart, thy children of 
the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of 
Israel” (2 Kings x, 30).

That such a bloodthirsty wretch should re­
ceive the thanks of God for his wickedness is bad 
enough; but that Jehu should be held up as a 
hero, as he is by more than one “orthodox” com 
mentator, is positively disgusting.

Some years ago, the international Sunday 
School- lesson books contained one entitled “The 
Good and Evil in Jehu,” and I well remember 
hearing my then Sunday school teacher say that 
he “was unable to see where the good came in.”

A similar view seems to have been taken by the 
“prophet” Ho^eg. (himself a libertine'), who de­
clared (Hosea i, 4, 5), “And the Lord said, Yet 
a little while, and I will avenge the blood of 
Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to 
cease the' kingdom of the house of Israel ; and it 
shall ситпе to pass at that day, that I will break 
the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.”

Whether Hosea was inspired or not, I must 
confess that I think he took a more sensible view 
of the subject than did the writer of the second 
book of Kings.

And yet there are those who declare that Chris­
tianity must stand or fall with the doctrine of 
Biblical infallibility. Heaven pity them in their 
weakness and stupidity ! CALIGULA.

Catholics and Protestants, Governor 
Hughes and the Gamblers.

BY L. D. CRINE.
The immediate cause of the following outburst Is 

page 484 of The Truth Seeker of August 1, and the 
editorial thereon about Cardinal Gibbons. The follow­
ing quotation is from a leading agricultural paper;

"Investigation as to the religious preference of the 
candidates of the two leading parties for president 
and vice-president shows the following: Mr. Taft is a 
Unitarian. Mr. Sherman is a member of the Dutch 
Reform church. Mr. Bryan is a Presbyterian and Mr, 
Kern is a Methodist, but usually attonds a Presby­
terian church of which his wife is a member."

The religious opinions and church habits of candi­
dates for oilice are traced out and passed about 
among the voters so that on election day voters can 
vote their religious convictions, and when any one 
religious sect or denomination wins and us long as 
in power we have a government that is at least taint­
ed with an established religion. And that taint would 
become very strong in caso tho Cuthollcs could win 
dominance 'in the national government. Protestants 
have been affected by tho arguments of equal rights of 
all in government Irrespective of religious preference 
and are tolerant towards tho admission of dathollqs 
into salaried positions under tho government. But 
if Catholics were In tho supremacy, we would expect 
no tolorance from thorn towards Protestante, Atheists, 
or any other class of thinkers or believers. They 
would placo only Catholics la positions under the 
government in order to strengthen the pope's church 
and perpetuate themselves in power. Unless Protest­
ants and all others wunt to suffer themselves to bo 
squeezed out altogether, they need to study very close­
ly tho question of tolerance towards Catholics In of­
fice. William McKinley gave us an empire, tho people 
In two presidential elections have indorsed the urn 
pire, and our present emperor (still culled presidenti 
of course understands that only a monarchical church 
cun properly lit Into an empire; hence his frlemlshlp 
for tho ('alholle church has been manifest. Catholic 
dignitários of tho United States travel to Romo for 
Instructions from headquarters, to deliver to tho pope 
tho fund they collect und cull Potor’s ponce, and to 
bring buck to the faithful the popo'u blessing as tho 
goods or merchundlso recelvud 1ц exchange ter tho 
Auwrlvuu SOW carried over.
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were little, if any. Improved by Ingersoll’s work 
Is, the Protestant church as a church and organiaa- 
tion was weakened, while the Romish church continued 
to hold its own. The weakening of the Protestant 
church to oppose, and the strengthening of Catholicism 
through Immigration, afforded tho Catholic church the 
opportunity sought for to advance Itself nearer to 
political domination of the country.

And that Is where we stand today, 
church may Increase in numbers and 
never cun totally destroy our science, 
leges and libraries, and throw down chi 
ly accepted teachings of ovolutlon, hut 
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Referring again to your editorial, the 

the Catholic church, or Gibbous at least, 
deuoiulnution to have separate schools 
penso Is to split the public schools 
then the Catholic 
stronger thuu any other uue 
copulino, would on# by 
eventually leaving the 
ceutrol of Infant edneuilou in this country, 
an linnoi'iunt point not brought out.

In the third paragraph you nay. “Because Protestanti1 
are tools aud gullibles." With that opinion I am not 
in accord. They uro neither fools nor gulllhles. 
leaders of the Protestants understand the 
perfectly and tire us willing today as they ever have 
been to lead their (lucks so ns to keep Romo In sub­
jection, but Romanism at present In this country is 
hopeful, aggressive, and trying the Protestant strength. 
Protesttint preachers are wondering If, to hold their 
jobs iu any church, they should bo discouraged, give 
up, and seek the blessings of the pope.

Primarily, however, I want to write In commenda­
tion of tho public work of Governor Hughes of this 
stato. A graduate of Gornell University, known as an 
Infldol school, we can safely assume that his private 
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thinking is greatly tainted with heterodoxy. Anyhow, 
thus far in office he has been the people’s governor a.- 
no other man in recent years has been. He is not a 
mere office-seeker, considering that an easy way of 
getting a living, but because placed there by the peo­
ple and accepted by him as a matter of duty and good 
citizenship. He is a man who prefers private to pub­
lic life, and would accept a second term only as in 
the first instance. He flrat attracted attention as prose­
cutor of the crookedness in the big insurance com­
panies In this city, and the Republican party, to save 
Itself, named him for governor, and the majority of the 
voters indorsed him.

As governor he has made himself conspicuous by his 
fearless attack on race track gambling, and after ono 
voting defeat in the legislature, turned tho defeat Into 
a victory by his own personal magnetism and leader­
ship. For this work and victory he is both praised 
and condemned—praised by those who regard gambling 
as dishonest and without any proper placo in an up­
right community, and condemned by the gamblers who 
call him a bug.

But who are the gamblers? Religiously, it is not 
missing the mark to say that they are tho Catholics. 
Consequently, this battle has been against the Catholic* 
on one side, and by whom besides Governor Hughes 
on the other? By the Protestants, of course. If any 
other organization or body of citizens has joined ac­
tively with the governor on this issue, I am not aware 
of it. It has been the governor and Protestants against 
Catholics; not openly against organized Catholics as 
Catholics, but against individuals of that faith. This 
is so self-evident that the gambling beast at tho Brigh­
ton Beach race track, near Coney Island, since tho 
defeat, has been fondling the Protestant Sunday school 
Iambs by Inaugurating a three days' festival, ono day 
being devoted to a floral parade of the Sunday schools 
—at least so announced on bill boards. That is tho 
metho<I adopted to seek indulgence at the hands of 
th** vieton and Ьв p^rmittocl to go on, in ono w&y or 
another, with gambling operations. But the Protestante 
will enter into no compromise, and it looks as If thi> 
source of corruption In this state must end.

It follows from what has been hereinbefore assert?* 
ed. that Governor Hughes haa in fact won for this 
stale and for Freethinkers a very great victory, and it 
is every such victory that more firmly eatabllshea 
the environment in which the editors of Tho Truth 
Seeker can pursue their vocation, and enables Atheists 
and thinkers to feel that the day of hell tire (tho stake, 

i the real hell Are meant In the Bible) for them Is post­
poned. Unless backed up by the principles of individ­
ual liberty for which the Protestant church or Protest­
ant denominations stand, the day for other Brunos 
would be always near at hand. Ingersoll could not 
have traveled, lectured and talked for thirty or forty 
year* as he did had not the Proteatant church or tho 

[ effect of the Proteatant been back of him. Of course. 
I Anthiw-v Comstock would have done something to him 
I could be have hM the power, but Comstock .was and 
I is but one churchman. It may be that a John Calvin 
I of an age gone by would have burned Ingersoll at the 
I stake, but Calvin was not the Proteatant church, only 
I one I lull «kina I of that church.

Governor Hughes has given ua a public service com* 
I mission or commissions In thia stato—-another brilliant 
I piece of statesmanship. Not • piece of work In which 

Fi net bombt as such Is specially concerned, but a piece 
I of work from a master mind. Something had boon 
I wrong for a long time In the way Industrial corpora 
I tions were serving the public, and what was the way 
I to better conditions? Mr. Hughes discovered that way 
I and drafted a bill which was enacted Into low by the 
I legislature-. The law la in operation and doing what 
I it was drafted to do,

Hughes la a political scientist as Haeckel, Cope, and 
I Darwin were scientista in their respective spheres. 
I Political **«i««»*««« are rare, and It Is hoped The Truth 
I Seeker will occasionally overreach Ita particular field 
I of new fulness and applaud the achievements of a man 
I "-h-se work s«« placed it indirectly and true freedom 
I on a surer foundation.

Gambling Is not only dishonest hut tho companion
1 of ly mg, u«aHnt OUlboUMimont, and homicide, and

m which a popular govern-I vmdvnninvA t wtmnstu up<
I uieni тим! nmt. the correct Itraining of Ita youth and In-
I tverily of 1its grownup*. Let uh prilla» Governor
I HuishvA жп<1 feel fortuoftte thql tho right man wa-
1 found whvQ ineeded and put in the right place.

The Broader View.

BelicVers in the Holy Bible, the Koran, 
! “Science anti Health,” the Book of Mormon— 
I take, say, ten representatives of each, with equal 
I intelligence, and not one will perceive any in- 
I spiration in any of the other books, and all will 
I perceive inspiration, beauty, and truth in their 

own. Strange!
Tis true the one hundred and fourth psalm is 

poetic, hut the one hundred and ninth is a dis­
grace.

Many people say yes because they are afraid 
to say no.

In the faraway future will not the sex ques­
tion be regulated from the standpoint of health, 
rather than morality?

A great novel is philosophy under the name 
of fiction.

The world is run by a system, the workings 
of which, apparently, are contained within itself, 
and all that occurs must occur—evil as well as ** 
good. Evil makes good possible, and virtue 
would be unknown without vice. If what we 
call evil, sin, and crime is a fault, it is the fault 
of the system, not the individual.

GEO. C. BARTLETT.
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Give Us a Rest From This.
This proposition in political economy occurs 

at the close of Mr. Bryan’s speech of acceptance, 
which was heard at Lincoln, Nebraska, Aug. 12:

"There Is a divine law of rewards. When the Crea­
tor gave us the earth with Its fruitful soil, the sunshine 
with its warmth and the rains with their moisture, He 
proclaimed as clearly as if His voice had thundered 
from the clouds, ‘Go work, and according to your indus­
try and your Intelligence so shall be your reward.* 
Only where might has overthrown, cunning under­
mined or government suspended this law, has a differ­
ent law prevailed.**

If Mr. Bryan had only possessed the secular 
sense to say that there is a “natural” law to 
the above effect, how much strength his state­
ment would have gained! He would then have 
paralleled the statement of Josiah Warren that 
governments have been the foes of equity. “Un­
der the plausible pretext,” declared Warren, “of 
protecting person and property, governments 
have spread wholesale destruction, famine, and 
misery over all the earth where peace and secur­
ity might otherwise have prevailed.” But the 
natural law that in the absence of interference 
a man will enjoy the fruits of his labors is not 
good enough for Mr. Bryan, who must lug in 
God and make a muddle of it. The New York 
Sun very pertinently inquires:

“Does Mr. Bryan mean—and the question may be 
asked without a particle of irreverence—that God has 
enacted for the benefit of human beings a divine law 
establishing the measure of the rewards of their in­
dustry and intelligence; that the divine law has been 
so loosely framed or so negligently enforced that God’s 
definite intentions in this respect are continually 
thwarted by the might of the powerful or the wiles of 
the cunning among his creatures; and that supplemen­
tary legislation dictated by Mr. Bryan is therefore re­
quired in order to render effective the divine law which 
the creator has Impotently proclaimed?”

That question upsets all theories of divine 
laws. We are told that there is a divine law of 
the Sabbath and a divine law of marriage, and 
a divine law of this and that, and yet they are 
so loosely framed and so negligently enforced 
that the ministers have to appeal to the legis­
lature for supplementary statutes to keep them 
from falling into contempt. The application to 
any of them of the common sense applied by 
the Sun to Bryan’s, does away with them en­
tirely. They are fictions. There is natural law 
-—that is, a record of experience upon which we 
base our interpretation of that which does hap­
pen and our anticipation of that which will hap­
pen—but unless this is called divine law, which 
it is pot, then divjnç law çjçwts only in |he 

minds of parsons and demagogues, who cite it 
for purposes of humbug. It is sufficient for a 
candidate for the presidency to admit that there 
is statute law and a constitution.

The Age of Truthfulness Yet to Come.
A dissertation on “Lying” by Prof. G. T. 

Knight, D.D., before the Twentieth Century 
Club of Boston appears in the Open Court for 
August. Professor Knight does not himself be­
lieve in lying, but he argues that if he did he 
could find plenty of authorities to agree with 
him.

Ruskin mentions “the amiable lie of society, 
the patriotic lie of the historian, the provident 
lie of the politician, the zealous lie of the parti­
san, the merciful lie of a friend, the careless lie 
of each man to himself.”

The list is incomplete, and Professor Knight 
adds three other kinds: the lie of the lawyers 
and diplomats, that of the newspapers, and that 
of the theologian. They not only lie but de­
fend the practice. The business man also lies 
on occasion, but makes no defense, and is 
ashamed when exposed. It is not on record that 
any lawyer, diplomat, politician or theologian 
ever committed suicide when shown up.

Christian authorities have defended lying. The 
first of them was the great theologian John Cas- 
sian. ‘Tie pointed out that the biblical worthies 
not infrequently indulged in prevarication unto 
the glory of God. For instance, there was 
Rahab, who. notwithstanding a serious blemish 
in her character, did great good by means of a 
lie; and as a reward was reckoned among the 
Patriarchs and the progenitors of our Lord ; 
whereas if she had told the truth, nothing of all 
of this would have come to pass, but great evil 

1 instead. So, again lie says, Jacob received a 
blessing by virtue of a lie. And so in general 
‘one man may be justified by means of a lie, 
and another may be guilty of sin unto everlast­
ing death by telling the truth.’ ”

While the church has not “uniformly approved 
the reasoning of Cassian, but has perhaps equal­
ed the pagans in practice,” in the present day, 
says Dr. Knight, both theory and practice are 
openly approved and advocated. The church 

I has agreed that we must lie whenever more 
good can thereby be accomplished than by tell­
ing the truth. Falsehood is approved in con­
nection with creed subscription. False profes­
sions of belief are defended on the ground that 
opinions are comparatively unimportant in re­
ligion. Dr. Knight questions, however, whether 
sincerity in professing opinions is unimportant. 
“Indeed when one thinks of what the creeds con­
tain, he must agree that those opinions at least 
are mostly unimportant. If they were unim­
portant, it might be worth while to profess to 
believe in them if we could do so with sincerity. 
But, being as they are, to compel an intelligent 
man to insincerely declare his belief in them is 
doubly harmful and entirely unjustifiable— 
especially when (as in many cases the fact is) 
the church requires the same man to declare 
that he is sincere in his profession and that the 
creed which he despises is of such grave import 
as to be necessary to salvation.” He thinks that 
good consciences would reject this duplicity, but 
religious habit has squelched the conscience. “So 
the spiritual confidence game, the church bunco­
steering, is thoroughly successful with great 
numbers of willing victims.”

Besides the lying involved in creed-subscrip­
tion, there is the double speech involved in the 
theory that “the creeds are capable of being un­
derstood in a sense opposite to their original 
purport.” It takes an expert theologian, how­
ever, to maintain that view successfully. It is 
a theological fiction intelligible only to the elect 
and arises to the dignity óf scientific lying.

Dr, Knight thinks there are si^ns of improve* 

ment, not originating with the clergy, though, 
but with the press. Henry Watterson says: 
“People have already begun to tire of being mis­
informed, and will some day insist upon a news­
paper that will be less interesting and more 
truthful.” It is thought that “whenever it be­
comes more profitable for the clergy to tell the 
truth they can be relied upon,” but while their 
living depends upon it they will continue to lie.

The author of the disquisition here reviewed 
makes one serious mistake. In advocating “a 
■revival of genuine old-fashioned honesty and 
sincerity” he is talking of what never was. 
Truth-telling, when it becomes common, will be 
the newest thing under the sun. * The ancients 
were incorrigible liars, or would be so consider­
ed today. It is to their disregard for the har­
mony of word and fact that we owe all of the 
miracles of the Bible which intelligent minis­
ters like the Rev. Mr. Willett of the divinity 
school in Chicago are trying to explain away as 
expressing “the growth of ethical ideas.”

Without the liars we should have had no 
supernatural religion in the past, and except for 
their successors of today that kind of religion 
would now be extinct. The fact that a thing 
was not'so has never been a good reason for 
not stating it, or, in fact, for not believing it. 
Science, with the necessity for accurate obser­
vation and description, introduced truth telling, 
which was not needed in religion. The imagina­
tion can supply the religious person with all the 
facts he needs, but it cannot furnish the man of 
science with the data for his conclusions. The 
universe has been explored for the scientific 
knowledge we have. Our religious “knowledge” 
was doped out by monks in their cells—places 
favorable for meditation but not for verification.

Whgt we have to hope for, therefore, is no 
“revival” of honesty such as existed in the past, 
for the past had it not. What we must ask for 
is the scientific method applied everywhere. 
Sincerity will not allow assent to untruths to 
be inferred from silence. Honesty will say of 
religious myths and fables and creeds : “I do 
not believe.”

When this kind of honesty arrives it will have 
the dew on it.

Free Thoughts.
Prayers all go to the dead-letter office.
Dress never elevated a man or a woman.
Kill the parochial school and save the child.
What will Peary do with the pole, if he finds 

it?
Jesus died for his own follies, not for anyone’s 

sins.
Self-respect is more important than any other 

respect.
Fire is very useful in this world, why not in 

the next?
It is better to give a cent to man than a dol­

lar to God.
Early breakfasts are better for mankind than 

late suppers.
Too many men see nothing to a woman only 

what is invisible.
Anyone who wants another to suffer for his 

sins is a scoundrel.
Statues of great men make images of saints 

look like thirty cents.
Who can furnish us with God’s present ad­

dress? He has left Sinai.
The diseased in body should be confined as 

well as the diseased in mind.
Royalty comes high ; but the people need not 

have it if they do not want it.
A man need not necessarily be a sinner be­

cause he is the friend of sinners.
When a consecrated building is byrned, is the 

consecration destroyed by the fije?
Romanism is, more than any other ecclesiastic 

cal system, religion vfitfcput WftW'
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Some persons go through life making bent­
pins of themselves.

That man is a public benefactor who gives 
two dollars where he only gave one before.

The twentieth century does not depend upon 
Latin and Greek, but upon knowledge and en­
terprise.

One thing stamps all Orientalism as unjust 
and harmful to human interests : its attitude 
towards woman.

Can a man have a father and not have a 
mother? If one has a father in heaven, where 
is one’s m'other?

If you want real good mental exercise, take 
a course of study in intellectual violets and 
mdral dandelions.

The beatitudes, so-called, may be all right and 
good, but we notice that most people try to 
keep out of their reach.

The man or woman who chases after that 
funny thing, “Christian Science,” must have a 
saddle-board off his or her roof.

Get as high as you, can wherever you are, and 
you will get higher thoughts, higher feelings and 
a higher satisfaction out of life.

The happiest person in the world is the per­
son who is always on the alert to catch the first 
change in conditions for the better.

Vice flourishes in the dark; virtue in the light. 
If people went to bed at nine o’clock p. m., the 
world would be healthier, wealthier and more 
moral.

Housework is more important than any other 
work done by women, and no mother should 
allow her daughter to grow up without a knowl­
edge of it in every detail.

The Lord must have had little knowledge of 
the nations of the earth when he chose the 
Israelites for his people, and a people must have 
had little sense to have chosen Jehovah for their 
God.

Most of our colleges are places where dead 
ideas are taught by half-dead men. A classical 
education is a useless education. It is time to 
stop maintaining an institution just to pay good 
salaries to a lot of out-of-date professors.

Mother Goose’s melodies have more sense, 
more humanity, more truth even than Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi all 
put together. What a pity that God did not 
inspire men to write something that is worth 
reading !

The women’s clubs would do a great service 
to humanity, and especially to women, if they 
could establish schools where the female immi­
grants could be taught the different branches ot 
housework before they were allowed to apply 
for situations in our homes, and a law should 
be passed obliging these girls to attend such 
schools for at least one year.

Hostility to the Church in Rome.
The “Most Rev.” Sebastian Messmer, arch­

bishop of Milwaukee, who has just returned 
from a visit to Rome, says in an interview re­
ported in the New York Times:

“There are places to Rome where it is not safe for 
a priest to go, especially at night. If the holy father 
were to go outside the Vatican into the streets there 
is no doubt that his life would be in danger.

“There is the utmost hostility to the pope and the 
priesthood among the lower classes. It is not political, 
but is due to the contemptible sheets published there. 
These attack the pope and all pertaining to the Cath­
olic church. They are obscene and degrading, and 
endeavor to drag everything to their own level.

“The government does not interfere with them so 
long as their attacks are not directed against itself. 
The government should step in and prevent these at­
tacks, but it does not. The king, I understand, is kind­
ly disposed toward the church, but he is powerless in 
the hands of the government.

"The unfulfilled wish of Leo XIII to be burled in the 
church of St. John Lateran is an Instance of the feel­
ing that exists in Rome against the church. This 
church is one of the most beautiful basilicas in Rome. 
Leo XIII spent large sums of money In beautifying It, 
and desired that his body might rest there. They have 

not dared to bury him where he wished for fear of a 
hostile demonstration.”

The "sheets” complained of by Archbishop 
Messmer are those which the American govern­
ment has suppressed and excluded as blasphe­
mous. The accusation of obscenity does not lie 
against them. They are up to the literary stand­
ard which centuries of Catholicism have estab­
lished in Rome. They are anticlerical, but there 
are pro-clerical papers published in Rome that 
are not superior to them in tone. Of course, 
this fact is not mentioned by the clericals, who 
say nothing about the character of their own 
press, which is as much like the anticlerical as 
inferior ability can make it.

Ф» —------ —
Regarding a man named Van Wyck, who has 

been posing in Burma as a former private secre­
tary to Colonel Ingersoll and a lecturer for the i 
Freethought movement, but who now professes 
to have “found Jesus,” we have a letter from 
Mr. C. P. Farrell, Colonel Ingersoll’s brother-in- | 
law and publisher. Mr. Farrell writes from 
Greenwich, Conn., under date ot August 6: “Mr. 
Thomas McLean Van Wyck was a ne’er-do- 
well of a young man who was in the theatrical 
business when he came to me to' sell the 
Colonel’s books on the lecture tours in i898-’99- 
He was a great reader and fond of arguments. 
His father was a New York lawyer—-some con­
nection of the Mayor Van Wyck. 'Tom’ was a 
Catholic. When he left me he was shy in his 
account $150. He went into the army and went 
to the Philippine Islands. I think he was much 
impressed by the Colonel’s lectures. He never 
spoke for or did anything for Freethought that 1 
am aware of. He was never in any way em­
ployed by Colonel Ingersoll. He still owes me 
the $150, and I guess always will. I do not 
think he has ever been any comfort to his 
family, and I think he will pose as anything to 
make a dollar.” The best that can be said oi 
Van Wyck is that had he been a Freethinker 
his character was such that his joining the 
church would have benefited both parties.

The Catholic church is reported to be satisfied 
with the adjustment, which has finally been 
reached, of the church property matter that has 
occupied the government and church authorities 
of Porto Rico for some years. By the arrange­
ment decided upon the insular government re­
ceives the market place, the San Francisco bar- j 
racks and the insane asylum and lot, at San ' 
Juan, the church receiving as compensation , 
$180,000, payable in three instalments. The fed- J 
eral government gets the infantry barracks and I 
lot and the Santo Domingo Convent and lot, pay­
ing therefore $120,000. In addition to the money 
payments the church is allowed a chapel and 
sixty-two acres of land near San Juan. Thus i 
the church receives $300,000 for property to 
which it never had any title, and gets a title to 
valuable land which does not cost it anything. | 
It ought to be satisfied. Considering this easy | 
way the church has of acquiring cash and land, 
we are surprised to learn from a late dispatch 
from Porto Rico that there are no further church 
claims.

Mr. Roosevelt has expressed a preference for 
Julia Ward Howe’s “Battle Hymn of the Repub­
lic” as a national anthem before either “America” 
or the “Star Spangled Banner.** Our President 
is a Jehovist, and is caught by the picture of a 
fighting deity loosing the fateful lightnings of 
his terrible swift sword. The god he conceives 
of as “marching on” is the one who whets his 
glittering blade and makes his arrows drunk with 
blood. The Battle Hymn of Mrs. Howe is not 
saved to civilization by the final picture of a 
Christ born “in the beauty of the lilies,” because 
it is not truthful, Christ having been born in the 
beauties of a cowstable. Moreover, if he died 

to make men holy his sacrifice was vain. H/e 
died only to make a living for holy men. The 
words “let us die to make men free” shows that 
Mrs. Howe’s view of the purpose of the civil 
war is unhistorical. The soldiers who sang the 
hymn died not to make men free but to rivet the 
bonds of the union of states. Our national hymn 
should have neither god, nor wrath, nor a sword 
nor a lie in it.

So that Mr. Taft may not be unjustly turned 
down by negro voters, President Roosevelt has 
issued a statement in which he takes to himself 
all the blame for the Brownsville affair and ex­
culpates the then secretary of war from all re­
sponsibility for the -discharge without honor of 
the negro regiments. The President might fur­
ther purge Mr. Taft of guilt by saying it was 
by his orders that the inheritor of his policies, 
while holding office under the government, acted 
as counsel before government committees in be­
half of the Roman Catholic church. Some sena­
tors have been disgraced for employing their in­
fluence in a capacity similar to that in which Mr. 
Taft exercised his, although, of course, their 
clients were not church functionaries.

We recently noticed a pamphlet on “Crema­
tion” by Mrs. L. S. Carter of Wichita, Kansas, 

i The notice led to so many inquiries that Mrs. 
J Carter has supplied us with copies of the pam­

phlet, which are placed on sale. They may be ob­
tained at The Truth Seeker office for ten cents 
each. All arguments against cremation are an- 

I swered. The prejudice and stupidity of the 
church is yet to be overcome.

Wilson Macdonald Dead.
James Wilson Alexander MacDonald, the 

i well-known Liberal and Spiritualist, and the 
dean ox American sculptors, died at Yonkers, N.
Y., Aug. 14. Mr. MacDonald was born of Scotch- 
ixisn parents in ^leubcnvule, Ohio, August 25, 

i 1.4^1 As a boy he spent so much oi the time 
1 which he supposedly was devoting to work about 
! the farm in drawing pictures upon the barn 

doors that his father declared unless he stopped 
i such he would be apprenticed to a

blacksmith. He went to St. Louis in 1841 to be­
come a clerk in a publishing house. He studied 

' art diligently at night, and although after a term 
of eleven years his employers took him into part-

' nership he gave up the business two years later 
to devote himself to his chosen profession. He 
remained in St. Louis until the outbreak of the

I civil war, and while there made the first por- 
. trait bust cut in marble west of the Mississippi 

—that of the Hon. James T. Benton, United 
States Senator from Missouri. The first order 
he executed in New York was a marble bust 
oi Charles O’Connor, the lawyer, which is now 
in the centre hall of the Appellate Court. Soon 
after he made the bust of James T. Brady now 
in the Law Library. The bronze statue of 
Edwards Bahr, Attorney-General in Lincoln’s 
Cabinet, which stands at the head of the main 
drive in Forrest Park, St. Louis, is his work, as 
is also the bronze statue of Fitz-Greene Halleck 
in Central Park. Among his other works are a 
colossal bust of Gen. Winfield Scott Hancock 
in Hancock Square at I22d street, another of 
General Hancock in the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, a colossal bust of Washington Irving in 
Prospect Park, Brooklyn, and the bust of 
Thomas Paine in New Rochelle. The most no­
table achievement of his later years is the por­
trait of George Washington, more than 300 
copies of which have been placed in the public 
schools of New York city. Shortly before his 
death Mr. MacDonald completed a companion 
bust of Lincoln. * Mr. MacDonald was an active 
member of the Microscopical Society and was 
associated with the late Andrew Green and 
Luther Marsh in trying to obtain more public 
parks for New York city. He interested him­
self for many years in a scheme to establish a 
national school of art and delivered many lec­
tures on various subjects connected with art. He 
was for many years a subscriber to The Truth 
Seeker, and twenty-five years ago executed the 
medallion for the monument of its founder, D. 
M. Bennett. Until about two years since, when 
he met with a severe accident upon the street, he 
was a constant attendant at the Liberal Club and 
a favorite’ speaker. He belonged to the Old 
Guard of Freethinkers,
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SHUTTING OUT THE LIGHT.
Library Committee in Hubbard's Town Declines 

to Receive Ingersoll's Works.

Another library committee has shown the nar­
row dimensions of its intellect by declining to 
receive the writings of Ingersoll as a gift. Mrs. 
Marilla M. Ricker generously offered to place a 
set of these writings in the public library at 
East Aurora, N. Y. Mrs. Ricker’s offer was 
made in these words :

To the School Board.—Gentlemen: An edition of the 
complete works of Robert G. Ingersoll has recently 
come from the press. There, are twelve volumes in 
all. They are printed in large, clear type and hand­
somely bound. These books are filled with noble sen­
timents and are models of utterance. No man, living 
or dead, in my opinion, has spoken such thrilling words 
on life, liberty, and love, on home, happiness, and hu­
manity—no man has left to the world such beautiful 
word pictures, as these volumes contain. I believe 
that every young person in the country should read 
the works of Ingersoll. They ought to know that 
America has produced this master of the English lan­
guage. I am aware that in these books are opinions 
on religious questions that many do not accept, bu 
they are honest opinions of a great man, perhaps th< 
greatest man who has ever lived on this continent 
Are not such opinions worthy to be read? No one car 
read these books without being intellectually larger, 
broader, and deeper than before. It is not necessary 
to agree with all that Mr. Ingersoll says in order tc 
be benefited by reading his works. No man was 
more prominently before the public for a quarter ol 
a century. He was criticised and condemned most bru 
tally. In all that time he set the world a splendid 
example of silence. He did not once defend himself 
He lived to serve truth, to serve his fellow-men, and 
how well he did this is manifested in the incomparable 
lectures, speeches, addresses, and tributes contained ii 
his published works. I admired the man living. I 
honor him dead, and I want his countrymen to know 
how great and good a man he was. The only way 
for the people to get a correct idea of what Robert G 
Ingersoll said is to read his words for themselves. To 
enable the people in East Aurora to have this oppor­
tunity, I hereby offer you for your library the completi 
works of Robert G. Ingersoll. I shall be pleased t< 
forward them to you upon your acceptance of the 
same. MARILLA M. RICKER.

The library committee, which is composed of 
the members of the school board of East Aurora, 
took about ten days to think the matter over, 
and then declined the gift in the following 
terms :

REPLY OF THE BOARD.
East Aurora, N. Y., July 21, 1908.

Miss Marilla M. Ricker, Dover, N. H.—Dear Madam: 
The members of the Board of Education of East Au­
rora (who also have charge of the public library io 
cated in the East Aurora Unioa School buildings) de | 
sire to express to you their thanks for your generous 
offer to contribute to the library an edition of the 
complete works of Robert G. Ingersoll, but they fee 
themselves constrained to decline the offer.

While we agree with you that these books contain 
“noble sentiments” and are “models of utterance,” we 
cannot overlook the fact that they also contain a cele­
brated Atheist’s attack upon the religious faith upheld 
by the parents of the children whose education is' com­
mitted to our charge. An edition of Ingersoll’s select­
ed works would be very acceptable to us, as so many 
of his speeches, addresses, and tributes are incom­
parable for eloquence and beauty; but an edition whicl 
also contains the Atheistical lectures and writings of 
this celebrated man could have no proper place in a 
library intended for the use of the young. We desire 
our youth to cultivate and cherish a steadfast faith in 
God. Mr. Ingersoll’s writings on religious subjects 
can accomplish no good purpose. He attacked the re 
ligious faith of the American nation, but offered noth 
ing in place of thè religious belief he sought to destroy. 
He made slighting and blasphemous allusions to the 
holy scriptures, which we believe contain a code of 
moral and ethics which, if followed, cannot fail to 
guide the American people safely along the paths of 
rectitude and virtue. The doctrines inculcated by the 
Sermon on the Mount are worth more in practical 
value than all of the sentiments and utterances of al 
of the philosophers that have ever lived. And because 
we entertain the views here briefly expressed, we find 
it necessary to decline your .kind offer with thanks.

Yours respectfully, BOARD OF EDUCATION,
E. Aurora High School.

The tone of the reply suggests that some of the 
mental force of the local parson was consumed 
in its preparation, for few except ministers talk 
about the' religious faith of “the American na­
tion,” as though this country were Committed 
by its organic law to a belief in the Christian 
religion. Mrs. Ricker will later have something 
to say in rejoinder. Meanwhile Elbert Hubbard, 
while offering to contribute a set of his own 
writings, takes occasion to protest against being 
denied access to the works of Ingersoll by the 
board’s rejection of Mrs. Ricker’s offer. This is 
Mr. Hfibbard’s letter:
Board of Education, East Aurora, N. Y.

Gentlemen: I hereby tender to you a complete set of 
my printed books, this- as a gift from me to the Vil­

lage Library for the use and benefit of my neighbors, 
the citizens of East Aurora. To convince you that these 
volumes are worthy of a place on your shelves as 
fairly good specimens of the book-maker’s craft I will 
explain that the books 1 propose to give you are print­
ed on Italian hand-made paper in three colbrs, under 
the direction of Mr. Charles Rosen, and are bound by 
Mr. Louis H. Kinder. They are valued at ten dollars 
per volume. There will be forty volumes in all.

As to the text of the work, I must in frankness explain 
that in various places it parallels the thought of Rob­
ert G. Ingersoll, a set of whose works you recently de­
clined to accept as a gift.

Personally, I lay no claim to being a better man, 
nor a greater writer than Robert G. Ingersoll.

And may I here explain that for over twenty years 
I have been a taxpayer and citizen of this village, and 
have always taken an earnest and active interest in 
the cause of education. May I also explain that at the 
present time I receive about three-fourths of the mail 
that comes to the village, and am the largest tax­
payer in the town. You will pardon a father’s pride, 
when I also tell you that my daughter, Miriam, had 
the highest general average of marks, for scholarship 
and conduct, of any pupil in our High School, at the 
last term—and she has read Ingersoll since she could 
read at all.

When the children graduate from, or leave our 
public school, if they do not go away from the vi­
cinity, they usually apply to me for work. At the 
present time there are on my pay-roll over two hun­
dred persons who are or have been pupils in our ex­
cellent public school. And the value of the service of 
these people I assume does not turn on the fact that 
they are orthodox.

1 freely admit that all or any of these things do 
not prove that I should have a greater voice in school 
affairs than any other citizen, but I state them simply 
to show you that I am not indifferent to the best 
interests of the people in our town. These people in 
one sense are my people, doing my work for me, and 
in their keeping, in great degree, lies my happiness 
and prosperity. The peace and good order of the town 
are to me very vital matters. In East Aurora are sev­
eral families who have moved here for the sole reason 
that they are in complete sympathy with me. So it 
seems that you are in error in assuming that all of the 
parents in East Aurora are opposed to the philosophy 
of Robert G. Ingersoll.

Ingersoll took from the Christian religion two things 
—its devil and its hell. I admit that he gave us noth­
ing in place of them but love and service.

I also note that you make invidious comparisons be­
tween the writings of Ingersoll and the Sermon on 
the Mount. But you should know that Ingersoll never 
had any words but those of admiration for the Ser­
mon on the Mount, and the man who preached it—even 
for that very doubtful proposition that “The meek 
shall inherit the earth.”

Personally, I see no reason for you to suppose that 
you could not have both the Sermon on the Mount 
and the complete writings of Ingersoll in one Village 
Library, which, by the way, is not merely a library 
for school children, but for all of the people in town, 
myself included. Nor do I see yet why you should 
deprive me of the right to use these beautiful volumes 
which you have declined to place on the shelves oi 
our library, simply because there are good people in 
the town who do not want to read these books.

When you say “Mr. Ingersoll’s writings on religious 
subjects can accomplish no good purpose”—I quote 
your exact words—you are presuming to sit as censors 
on what the people of East Aurora shall read. If 
Ingersoll’s works were debarred by law from circula­
tion you might then well decline to house them, but 
on a mere matter of dogmatic belief, or question of 
taste, your refusing this generous gift is an injustice 
and a hardship for the community you are supposed 
to serve. The fact should here be stated that no per­
son is compelled to read any book in any library.

In your letter to Mrs. Ricker you use the phrase 
“the religious faith of the American nation.” Need I 
call your attention to the fact that the American na­
tion has no distinct religious faith—Thomas Jefferson 
looked after that for all time. Religious faith in Amer­
ica is purely a private matter, and that it may be kept 
so the writings of all good men should have a place 
on our public shelves, that our citizens may choose for 
themselves what they would read, and worship in 
their own way, without restriction, let or hindrance.

In his "Freeport Speech," Abraham Lincoln quotes 
the words of George Washington, thus, “In order that 
absolute freedom shall prevail in the matter of per 
sonai religions belief, it is necessary that this coun­
try shall never have a national religion.”

When you state that Ingersoll did not believe in 
God, you make a statement which .he never did. What 
you mean, probably, is that Ingersoll did not believe in 
your conception of God. That he believed in love, and 
work, and kindness, and helpfulness his work any­
where attests.

In all of the works of Ingersoll there can be fount 
no passage that would bring the blush of shame to the 
cheek of innocence and which could not be read in 
any assemblage of ladies and gentlemen.

Can as much be said for the Bible?
Only those who have never read the book can say, 

yes.
In my writings you will find freely scattered senti­

ments of a similar nature to these herein expressed, 
for you are not unique in refusing the public access to 
the works of Ingersoll.

All of which I frankly explain in order that you may 
not act in ignorance in accepting or declining the com­
plete edition of my writings which I now offer you.

Sincerely yours, ELBERT HUBBARD.
The logic of the rejection of Ingersoll’s works 

by a library committee is their suppression al­

together. The committee men “desire our youth 
to cultivate and cherish a steadfast faith in God 
and therefore withhold from them the writings 
of this “Atheistical” author. As, however, In­
gersoll’s writings may be found in private libra­
ries, or purchased at the bookstores in low priced 
pamphlets, the excluding of them fiom the East 
Aurora or any other Public Library will not 
save “our youth” from handling them. Indeed, 
such exclusion is likely to arouse the curiosity 
of the mentally alert. We believe that men who. 
as public officials, would keep Ingersoll from 
the patrons of a library would keep him from 
the patrons of the bookstores if they had that 
power. As Hume remarked, though the feeling 
which breaks out in acts like this “has not the 
cruelty of the old persecutors, the state of mind 
indicated is fundamentally the same.” »

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS TO JEWS.

Conversion of Hebrews Involves “ Mummery, 
Mendicancy, and Mendacity.”

Mr. Samuel Freuder, who was formerly a 
Jewish rabbi and afterwards a Christian minis­
ter, and who later resigned from the pulpit, of­
fers to The Truth Seeker for publication the 
following letter to his bishop. It is dated New 
York, June 25, 1908. Mr. Freuder’s relapse, 
which he announced to the Hebrew-Messianic 
Conference, in Boston about two months ago, 
caused great consternation in that body and was 
featured by the press. The matter was dealt with 
in The Truth Seeker of June 20. The letter 
which Air. Freuder had addressed to his bishop, 
stating his reasons for abandoning Christianity, 
is as follows :

‘“To the Rt. Rev. O. W. Whittaker, Philadel­
phia, Pa.—My Dear Bishop : In accordance with 
Canon 31, Section 1 of the General Digest, I 
hereby request to be deposed from the ministry 
of the church.

“For some time the conviction has been grow­
ing upon me'that I am out of place in the min­
istry of the church, because of the following rea­
sons : ;

“I. I cannot believe in the doctrine of the 
Trinity.

“Apart from the fact that it is inconceivable 
how one can be three and three one, it seems 
to me that this doctrine runs counter to the pure 
monotheism taught and insisted upon both in 
the Old and New Testament. No amount of 
juggling with words and their meanings can 
ever satisfy a student’s mind that this doctrine 
could have had its origin and growth upon 
Jewish soil. It was a great misfortune to the 
human race that the early Greek and Roman 
fathers of the church could not divest them­
selves entirely of their inherited polytheistic no­
tions.

“IL I cannot believe in the divinity of Jesus.
“The matchless beauty of the character and 

iife of Jesus has been a most potent factor’in 
drawing me to Christianity. I still love and shan 
ever delight to think of Jesus, in the words of 
Rabbi Hirsch of Chicago, as ‘the lowly and holy 
rabbi of Nazareth.’ But it is impossible for me 
to worship him as ‘the only begotten son of 
God for even if it be admitted that Moses in 
the law and the prophets pointed to Jesus as 
the coming messiah, there still remains an im­
passable gulf between the Jewish expectation of 
the messiah and its realization as believed in 
by Christians, who invest the messiah with all 
the attributes of deity and worship him as the 
son of God. I am inclined to think that Jesus 
himself, and all the apostles, inwrought and in­
grained as was in their mental constitution the 
monotheistic idea, would repudiate the deifica­
tion of a man, no matter how transcendent his 
character was.

“When these heretical views concerning the 
essential points of the Christian creed first be­
gan to press upon me, and ere they assumed 
their present full force and weight, I used to 
lull my disturbed mind into quiet by the sooth­
ing thought that after all, as far ãs its moral 
teachings are concerned, Christianity was su­
perior to the faith of my youth; but closer study 
and observation has shown me that I was mis­
taken in this also. For there is no difference 
between the Jewish and Christian inorai stand­
ard. The fountain of the New Testament rises 
no higher than its source—the Old Testament. 
The writers of the New Testament were men 
imbued with the Old Testament spirit. The 
loftiest ethical principles enunciated in the New
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lestamcnt find their parallels in the writing of 
the rabbis in the I almud and Midrash.

“And as it is in theory, so it is in practical life. 
If Christian commentators of the Bible are in 
the habit of speaking about ‘Jcwislf bigotry/ 
‘Jewish greed for money,’ ‘Jewish vindictive­
ness/ and other uncomplimentary Jewish char­
acteristics, they may be correct as far as the 
contemporaries of Jesus are concerned ; but 
when they try to prove by those supposed char­
acteristics the superiority of the New over the 
Old Testament, they are mistaken. As a mat­
ter of fact Judaism has produced just as great 
and noble characters as can be found among 
Christians. The life of Sir Moses Montefiore, 
for instance, or the life of my sainted father— 
representatives of orthodox Judaism—or the life 
of the late Rabbi Isaac M. Wise—the champion 
of reformed Judaism in this country—will not 
suffer by comparison with that of any of the 
saints in the Christian calendar.

“Pardon me, my dear bishop, if I refer in this 
connection to the work of converting the Jews 
to Christianity, a work in which you, inspired 
no doubt by the highest motives of religion and 
philanthropy, have been so deeply interested. 
That work is carried on for the most part by 
those who are converted Jews themselves. The 
stock-in-trade argument used for the necessity 
of converting the Jews is the low moral condi­
tion of the Jews, which is depicted in the 
lurid colors by the Hebrew missionaries, 
like a rare kind of bird, will befoul their 
nests. As you will kindly remember, I 
been engaged in this proselyting work for 
time, but without success. I am now not 
that I failed to baptize any of my Jewish 
brethren, for my experience and observation 
have shown me that in most cases the baptismal 
font becomes to the Jew a fountain of sorrow 
and despair. To be successful in the work of 
converting the Jews one must not shrink back 
from mummery, mendicancy, and mendacity. 
Were the true facts known about the methods, 
used in getting Jews to be baptized, the Hebrew 
Christian missionaries, with a few honorable ex­
ceptions, would soon find their occupation gone, 
and. they would be forced either to make an 
honest living, or, if that be impossible, to turn 
their faking abilities into some business channels 
less destructive of true manhood and morality.

“My happiness over the relief from an un­
natural position is marred only by the necessity 
I am under of expressing these views, which 
must be disappointing and distasteful to you, 
my gracious benefactor on so many occasions, 
and to others in the church whose loving kind­
ness I shall ever gratefully remember. But 
‘Plato is my friend, Socrates is my friend, but 
truth is a friend I prize above, both.’ Very re­
spectfully, SAMUEL FREUDER.”

Women a Bachelor Would Like to See

young woman who will tell you her age.
young woman who honestly says she never wants 
married.
woman who thinks her baby is not the best

woman who can get off a street car properly, 
woman who never gets mad—sometimes, 
woman who will not squeal if a mouse runs 
the floor.
woman without a temper—who can not be

speaks kindly and pleasantlywoman who always 
servants.
young woman who 
young woman who 
man for a beaux.
young

does not like jewelry, 
does not like to have a nice

The
The

to get
The

locking in the world.
The
The
The

across
The

angered.
The rich woman who will marry a poor man.
The millionaire’s daughter who will marry an Ameri­

can man in preference to a duke, earl or count.
The woman who will take the liberty to pop the 

question.
The married woman who has a good looking husband 

and is not jealous of him.
The

to her
The
The

young
The

candy.
The

woman than
The young

house with her mother-in-law.
The young woman that does not like to

parties, or balls.
The

in the
The

man’s
The

hlgh-heeted shoes. , . .
The young woman with short hair, short clothing and 

“ S1><““U 8<*“’ JOHN HENRY SMITH.

woman who does not like ice-cream or

woman who would rather be called sales- 
saleslady.
married woman that likes

young
live in theto
to theatres.К»

be dressedto
she may look. 

> a horse in a
does not like 
how strange i 
afraid to ride

young woman that 
fashion—no matter 
woman who is not 
saddle.
young woman that won’t wear a large hat or
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CHAPTER VIII.—(Continued). 
Character and Teachings.
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What are Paul’s teachings regarding 

and marriage?
“It is good for a man not to touch a 

(1 Corinthians viii, 1).
“I say therefore to the unmarried and 

It is good for them if they abide even as 
if they cannot contain, let them marrj 
is better to marry than to burn” (8, 9).

“Art thou loose from a wife? seek not 
(27)-

“He that is unmarried careth for the th 
belong* to the Lord, how he may please tl 
but he that is married careth for the thi 
are of the world, how he may please 
There is difference also between a wife a 
gin. The unmarried woman careth for t 
of the Lord, that she may be h< 
spirit ; but she that is manned 
things of the world, how she may 
band” (32-34).

“So then he that giveth her 
well ; but he that giveth not 
better” (38).

“This coarse and insulting 
women, as though they exi 
safety-valves of men’s passions, and 
men were above the temptation of 
has been the source of unnumbered e 
Besant.

“Wives, submit yourselves to your own ii 
bands” (Colossians iii, 18).

“As the church is subject unto Christ so 
the wives be to their own husbands in everyth! 
(Ephesians v, 24).

“Let your women keep silence in the churches, 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak, but 
they are commanded to be under obedience, as 
also saith the law. And if they will learn any­
thing, let them ask their husbands at home; for 
it is a shame for a woman to speak in the church ’ 
(1 Corinthians xiv, 34, 35).

“Let women learn in silence with 
tion” (1 Timothy ii, 11).

“That she [woman] does not cn 
where St. Paul tried to bind her, she 
men who are grand and brave enough to ignore 
St. Paul, and rise superior to his God.’’—Helen 

i Gardener.
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Did Paul encourage learning?
“The wisdom of this world is foolishness with 

God” (I Corinthians iii, 19).
“Knowledge puffeth up” (viii, r).
“If any man be ignorant let him be ignorant” 

(xiv, 38).
“Beware lest any man spoil you through 

philosophy” (Colossians ii, 8).
“The clergy, with a few honorable exceptions, 

have in all modem countries been the avowed, 
enemies of the diffusion of know ledge, the danger 
of which to their own profession they, by a cer­
tain instinct, seem alwavs to have perceived.”— 
Buckle.

“We know the clerical party ; it 
This it is which has found for 
two marvelous 
This it is which forbids 
the going beyond the Mi- 
cloister thought in dogmas, 
the intelligence of Europe L, 
spite of it. Its history i_ .. 
of human progress, but it is written 
of the leaf. It is opposed to it all. 
which caused Prinelli to be scourged tor haying 
said that the stars would not fait 
which put Campanella seven times to torture for 
saying that the number of worlds was infinite and 
for having caught a glimpse of the secret of crea­
tion. This it is which persecuted Harvey for 
having proved the circulation of the blood. In 
the name of Jesus it shut up Galileo. In the name 
of St. Paul it imprisoned Christopher Columbus, 
To discover a law of the heavens was an impiety, 
to find a world was a heresy. This it is which 
anathematized Pascal the name of religion, 
Montaigne in the name of morality, Moliere in 

is an old party, 
the truth those 

supporters, ignorance and error, 
to science and genius 

I issai and which wishes to 
, Every step which 

; has taken has been in 
is written in the history 

on the back 
This it is

This it is

the name of both morality and religion. There 
is not a poet, not an author, not a thinker, not a 
philosopher, that you accept. All that has been 
written, found, dreamed, deduced, inspired, im­
agined, invented by genius, the treasures of civili­
zation, the venerable inheritance of generations, 
you reject.”—V ictor Hugo.

" 1 here is in every village a lighted torch, the 
schoolmaster; and a mouth to blow it out, the 
parson.”—Ibid.

tllS

nan

un inc
I «im

* For

d as a

àul.

to jDurnascUí 
id any of this 
men he migl 
[ель ÇaxCts ix

604
admissions are made by Paul regarding 
oi candor and honesty Í ♦
crafty, I caught you with guile” (2 

ins xii, 16).
the Jews 1 became as a Jew, that I might 
lews” (1 Corinthians ix, 20).

hini

ot the 
yefc I 
i vai ns

gs to all men” (22).
>t God hath more abounded 
lis glory, why yet am 1 also 
(Romans iii, 7.) 
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ce” (2 Corinthians xi, 8).
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was originally a 

that becoming’ infatuated with the 
oi the high priest he became a convert 
m for the purpose oi winning her for a 
being rejected, he renounced the Jew- 
and became a vehement opponent of 
the Sabbath, and circumcision (Epi- 

igainsE Heresies, chap, xxx, sec. 16).
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was Christ’s final command to his

one another” (John xiii, 34).
an writers prate about brotherly love, 

: very 
filled 

himself quarreled with 
ed the teachings of James
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beginning the church ot 
with dissensions. Christ 
ns apostles. Paul oppos- 

Galatiana ii, 16-21) ; 
James condemned the teachings of Paul (ii, 20). 
Paul proclaimed himself the divinely appointed 
apostle to the Gentiles: “The gospel of the un- 
circumdsion was committed unto me” (Galatians 
ii, 7). Peter contended that the mission had been 
assigned tn him: “And when there had been 
much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto 
them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good 
while ago God made choice among us, that the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of 
the gospel" (Acts xv, 7),

Paul declared Peter to be a dissembler. “But 
when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood 
him face to face, because he was to be blamed. 
For before that certain came from James, he did 
eat with Gentiles; but when they were come, he 
withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. And the other 
Jews dissembled likewise with him" (Galatians ii, 
11-13).

John denounced Paul as a liar. “Thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are 
not, and hast found them liars” (Revelation ii, 2).

From these seeds of dissension death has reap­
ed a bloody harvest. Dr. Talmage says: “A 
red line runs through church history for nearly 
nineteen hundred years—a line of blood; not by 
hundreds, but by millions we count the slain.’’



536 The Truth Seeker. — August 22» 1906

THE ALIA-HEINDR1CHS AFFAIR.
The Priest Removed for Reasons Now Believed 

to Be Domestic, and Not Economic.
Just before Giuseppe Alia was hanged for 

shooting the Rev. Father Heindrichs at Denver, 
Colorado, he made an interesting statement of 
his reason for ending the clergyman’s career, 
to wit: that he had recognized in Heindrichs 
the man who, after wrecking tøis home in Portu­
gal had fled the country, and whom he had since 
been tracking for the purpose of enjoying ven­
geance when he came across the guilty priest. 
This having been said, Alia went to the gallows 
without exhibiting any sign of fear, asserting 
that he did not believe there was a God, else 
he would not have been permitted to be in his 
present predicament. Governor Harper says 
that he would have granted a stay of execution 
in order to investigate the story if Alia’s state­
ment had not been made too late.

After the Italian’s previous stubborn,, refusal 
to repent or make further confession than that 
he was positive he had found his man, one 
would imagine this clearing of the mystery 

1 would furnish material for a column or so of 
good newspaper stuff, with incidental remarks 
about the record of the church in the Philippines, 
etc., but if there was anything about it in the 
Chicago newspapers (except The Daily Social­
ist), it must have been placed in the classified 
advertising cr among the death notices. Cer­
tainly it did not appear on the front page.

Odd, too, remembering the comments made 
by this same “secular” press at the time this 
shooting took place, about “dangerous bands of 
anarchists” who menaced the lives of holy men; 
the accounts of policemen conspicuously on 
guard in churches; and the ranting of Arch­
bishop Quigley’s paper, the New World, which 
plainly demanded the police suppression of the 
Giordano Club of Chicago, because, forsooth, its 
members were also Italians, and opposed to 
priests in politics—as if that of itself were any 
reason for molesting them, more than for de- 

I scending upon the church because it maligns anc 
I anathematizes Liberals! Nay, there is even 

more reason for calling for the suppression of 
the New World, which, in the face of an estab­
lished principle of our government, had the 
audacity to tell us (Sept. 28, 1907) that the 
church “condemns and has always condemned 
the principle of liberty of worship” ; and which 
in another issue states that “only those mar­
riages (in this country, as well as in those un- 

[ der the Concordat) are valid which are contract- 
* ed before a parish priest or the ordinary of the 

place, or a priest delegated by either of these, 
and at least two witnesses.”

Perhaps a quotation from the New World of 
November 16, 1907, may help to explain the 
newspaper editor’s curious lack of interest in 
Alia’s domestic affairs. The Record-Herald, in 
accusing a certain Chicago personage of favor­
ing the telephone trust, innocently remarked that 
he “had no interest in the public schools, as none 
of his children were attending them.”

Thereupon the New World, assuming this to 
mean that the aforesaid children might possibly 
be found in the parochial schools, comes prompt­
ly to the front with the inquiry : “Is it wise to 
make such an offensive insinuation in a commu- 

I nity so dominantly Catholic?”
One gathers from the disregard of Alia’s story 

that the great “free” press of Chicago answers 
this question in the negative. As to the Rec­
ord-Herald, with its account of Alia’s “desecra­
tion” in ejecting the “blessed morsel” (of the 
consecrated wafer) from his mouth, it is evi­
dent that at least one editor now realizes that 
the fear of the Lord and his anointed constitutes 
the beginning of wisdom in so far as the circu­
lation department is concerned.

Notwithstanding the fact that there has been 
no shred of evidence offered to show that Alia 
was a non-believer in organized government, 
the New World of July 18 cheerfully crams 
down the throats of its readers the as- 
tion that “Alia was an anarchist,* and was

I filled with anarchy’s implacable hatred to 
religion and its ministers. His fate may go far 
toward convincing the Red Terrors that there 
is, at least, a God who punishes.” If Giuseppe 
Alia did not mistake his victim, it would appear

♦The (Deadwood, S. Dakota) "Lantern” has an ar­
ticle about Giuseppe Alla, stating that just before Aik 
was hanged, he asserted that he did not know what 
Anarchism was.

Lord Byron says: “I am no Platonist; I am 
nothing at all. But I would sooner be a Pau- 
lician, Manichean, Spinozist, Gentile, Pyrrhonian, 
Zoroastrian, than one of the seventy-two villain­
ous sects who are tearing each other to pieces for 
the love of the Lord and hatred of each other.”
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Quote Paul’s characterization of Christians.
“Not many wise .... not many noble are 

called” (1 Corinthians i, 26).
“Base things of the world, and things which 

are despised, hath God chosen” (28).
“WC are made as the filth of the world, and 

are the off scouring of all things” (iv, 13).
“We are fools for Christ’s sake” (10).
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What d’d Christ say respecting the intellectual 

character of his converts?
“I thank thee, О Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, because thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes” (Matthew xi, 25; Luke x, 21).

Commenting on this expression of thanks, Cel- 
sus, who lived at the time the Four Gospels made 
their appearance, says : “This is one of their [the 
Christians’] rules: Let no man that is learned, 
wise, or prudent come among us; but if they be 
unlearned, or a child, or an idiot, let him freely 
come. So they openly declare that none but the 
ignorant, and those devoid of understanding, 
slaves, women, and children, are fit disciples for 
the God they worship.”

Concerning the Christian teachers of that age 
Celsus writes as follows: “‘You may see weav­
ers, tailors, fullers, and the most illiterate of rus­
tic fellows, who dare not speak a word before 
wise men, when they can get a company of 
children and silly women together, set up to teach 
stfange paradoxes among them.”
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Whom did Christ declare to be among the first 

to enter the Kingdom of Heaven?
Harlots and thieves.
‘The harlots go into the Kingdom of God be­

fore you” (Matthew xxi, 31).
“Today shalt thou [the thief] be with me in 

paradise” (Luke xxiii. 43).
, ’ 610

What promise did he make to his followers? 
“In my Father’s house are many mansions. . . .

I go and prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself” (John xiv, 2, 3).

“Christians believe themselves to be the aristoc­
racy of heaven upon earth, they are admitted to 
the spiritual court, while millions of men in for­
eign lands have never been presented. They bow 
their knees and say they are ‘miserable sinners,' 
and their hearts rankle with abominable pride. 
Poor infatuated fools 1 Their servility is real and 
their king is a phantom and their palace is a 
dream.”—Winwood Reade.

The Christ is a myth. The Holy Ghost 
Priestcraft overshadowed the harlot Supersti­
tion; this Christ was born; and the Joseph of 
humanity, beguiled by the Gabriel of credulity, 
was induced to support the family. But the 
soldiers of Reason have crucified the illegitimate 
impostor ; he is dead ; and the ignorant disciples 
and hysterical women who still finger about the 
cross should take his body down and bury it.

A Unitarian Umbrella.
Among the friends of Henry Ward Beecher was one 

old broker in New York—an aggressive Unitarian, 
which sect he often said bore “the trade mark of hon­
esty.” One day he met Mr. Beecher hurrying toward 
Wall street ferry to avoid the downpour of a sudden 
rainstorm.

“Take my umbrella,” said the broker. “I don’t need 
it; the coming bus takes me to my door.”

At the ferry Mr. Beecher met a lady, a prominent 
church worker of the Presbyterian church, who having 
no umbrella, was lamenting her inability to reach her 
car safely. The urbane preacher forced the umbrella 
upon her as he said: “I will be out your way to-mor­
row and will call and get it.”

Two hours later as Mr. Beecher was sitting in his 
study the doorbell rang and when he responded to the 
саП a boy hurriedly presented him with an umbrella, 
together with an unsealed note, which read:

“Dear Mr. Beecher: My husband demands that 1 
return the umbrella you во kindly loaned me at once, 
and join him in saying that under the circumstances 
the pleasure of an anticipated call is unregretted. Up­
on opening the umbrella you will become more fully 
advised of our united action.”

The great .expounder of truth and honesty was hor­
rified when upon opening the umbrella he discovered 
a pasted slip upon which was written in the bold round 
hand of its owner: “Stolen by some Presbyterian 
thief!”—New York Sun.

that there was, at least, a warm-blooded son oí 
Italy, filled with a not altogether inexplicable 
“hatred of religion and its ministers,” and that 
at last he punished without waiting for a final 
Day of Reckoning.

On further investigation I find that the Chi­
cago Tribune did incidentally mention the fact 
that Alia accused “Father” Leo of breaking up 
his home, the paragraph being headed, Fancied 
Wrong Is Cause” (of the killing of Heindrichs). 
This same paragraph stated that “he (Alia) 
said he felt no sorrow whatever for having killed 
Father Leo. He was certain that Father Leo 
was the man he had been searching for for many 
months, and claimed that he had recognized 
the priest by a scar on the side of his face.” 
How then, do you happen to be so positive, Mr. 
Tribune Editor, that the wrong was a fancied 
one, and why assert with such conviction that 
“the real reason for the crime has never been 
discovered?” Considering the record of ghost­
ly fathers in these matters, Alia’s story is much 
more plausible than many that you have unhesi­
tatingly published, with scare heads, on the front 
page ot your paper, about the “rioting” of work­
ing folk. LOUISA D. HARDING.

- ■ »

Canadian News and Notes.
The Rev. George W. Snell, Methodist minis­

ter of North Augusta near Brockville, Ontario, 
has been summoned to .appear in the police 
court on two separate charges resulting from 
an exciting time at a recent churclr picnic of his 
flock of sheep, the complainants being two 
“black sheep” of his aforesaid flock.

One charge is that the reverend grafter, wnile 
on the grounds, rushed into a refreshment booth 
where he found two boxes of cigars on sale. 
These he immediately seized and trampled upon. 
Joseph Vout, one of his devout quarterly meet­
ing love-feasters and wine-bibbers, remonstrated 
with him, saying it was “a mean ministerial 

- trick,” when the preacher hit back by saying, 
“Anyone who would water milk would do the 
same.” '

Ezra Dales, “the man behind the bar,” charges 
the minister with malicious damage to property, 
while Joseph Vout has taken out a summons 
for insulting language.

The church picnic broke up in a wild state of 
disorder. No one can tell what might have hap­
pened if an unobtrusive down eastern Free­
thinker had attempted to enter into a friendly 
discussion with the infuriated preacher, who has 
now engaged legal assistance to help arbitrate 
the weighty matters in dispute.

Preacher Eats Humble (Picnic) Pie.
Reports of the trials of the above mentioned 

cases have just now come to hand, to the effect 
that before a crowded court room held by Po­
lice Justice Murphy, the Rev. George W. Snell 
apologized to the two complainants for his ob­
streperous conduct and agreed to pay all dam­
ages and court costs, amounting to over twenty- 
five dollars, besides the lawyers. A few years 
ago anyone would be afraid to enter a case 
against a preacher in Canada. H. R. HOLMES.

The Humanitarian Review, Los Angeles, Cal., 
enlarged and improved, is now one of the hand­
somest magazines published, either in behalf of 
Freethought or any other cause. Its pages, num­
bering 58, are long and broad, the typography 
and press-work are first-class, and the editor’s 
skill as a practical printer is in evidence through­
out. The August number, besides being full of 
good reading matter, is embellished with a cut 
of the home of the magazine and its editor, Mr. 
Singleton W. Davis. Five two-cent stamps sent 
to Mr. Davis at 854 E. Fifty-fourth street, Los 
Angeles, will bring returns in the form of a 
sample copy. Judge C. B. Waite of Chicago, 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, and Austin Bierbower 
are among the contributors to the Review.

Mr. Theodore Schroeder has interviewed the 
secretary of the Personal Liberty League, the 
organization of which was caused by recent leg­
islation in New York infringing what the mem­
bers regard as their rights. It is feared that the 
League does not carry its limits of personal 
liberty far beyond the right to “play the ponies” 
and to have an open Sunday outside of church 
hours. But perhaps Mr. Schroeder will give his 
version of the matter in The Truth Seeker.
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Minor Editorial Note and Comment. tile revolution. Their emancipation had 
already taken piece, and the revolution 

a recognition of the fact.
THE WORSHIP Of

The Catholic church Is coming into 
line with the Puritans on the Sunday 
question. In the platform of the General 
Federation of Catholic Societies adopt­
ed at the meeting just closed in Boston, 
an appeal was made to "all Catholics, 
and to all our fellow-citizens without 
distinction,” not only -to take part in 
any movement tending toward the relax­
ing of the Sunday, but to use their influ­
ence in civil, social, and private life to 
prevent the desecration and to uphold 
the observance and sanctity of the Lord’s 
Day. Along with this the Federation 
of Catholic Societies rejected “the main 
tenets of Socialism, that collective own­
ership of the means of production and 
distribution is necessary for the wel­
fare of the human race," and all Catho­
lics were urged against affiliating with 
the movement, which was characterized 
as “materialistic and Atheistic” in its 
leaders, literature, and theory. This de­
nunciation by Catholics will not help So­
cialists politically, but it is a good moral 
testimonial. / The Catholic [Federation 
abstained from the worst it might have 
said about the philosophy of Marx and 
Engels, which is, according , to some 
of its advocates, that it attacks marriage 
by providing for the 
mothers regardless of 
their offspring. But 
could not have heard 
“applied Christianity,”
have denounced its leaders, literature, 
and theory as “materialistic and Atheis­
tic.”

equal support of 
the legitimacy of 

the 
that 
or It

Federation 
Socialism is 
would never

Corr espon dents of the New York Times 
Saturday Review of Books have been 
discussing the origin of the epigram, 
found in the report of an address by 
Elbert Hubbard, “The dead carry In 
their clenched hands only that which 
they have given away.” Converse Cleaves 
of Philadelphia suspects that Hubbard 
got it from Ingersoll. It does sound like 
Ingersoll, but there are some writers and 
orators nowadays whose admiration for 
the great Freethinker has caused them, 
unconsciously, to imitate his style. Mr. 
Cleaves does not say where this selec­
tion is to be found in Ingersoll’s gems. 
Several other correspondents of the 
Times would have us observe that it is 
a paraphrase ' of two lines of Joaquin 
Miller’s tribute to Peter Cooper:
"For all you can hold in your dead, cold 

hand
Is what you have given away.”
But if Emily Noble of this city is right 

even Mr. Miller did not originate the 
sentiment, for an old Sanskrit proverb 
(India) reads: “All we can hold in our 
cold, dead hands is what we have given 
away,” while Martial', who composed say­
ings in the times of Nero, Domitian, and 
Tatian, according to another investi­
gator, wrote: “What you have given 
away are the only riches you will always 
have.” And there are other parallels. 
The epigran^seems to be the property of 
anybody who has occasion to use IL

use for the gospel 
the burden of his 
law. He boasts 

souls be has saved 
of wiping out
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New York is so much in need of as­
sistance, morally, from Atlanta, Ga.t that 
about once a year the Rev. Len G. 
Broughton, who winters in Atlanta, 
comes here to save us. He seems to have 
no further 
orator, for 
man-made 
number of 
but brags
bucket shops, opeu Bunday, aud liceusud 
saloons, uoue of which the Jesus of the 
gospels ever heard of, or would have In­
terfered with it he had. His purpose iu 
romlug to Now York uow Is to impress 
upon us the necessity of re-eleetlug 
Governor Hughes, who forced the legis­
lature to prohibit race-truck gambling 
It was proper for the evangelist to have 
reformed his own state ttrst, but he 
might have stayed there until his state

bef
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nad realized and proved the benefits of 
the Innovations by forging ahead of New 
York commercially, Industrially, educa­
tionally, and otherwise
that New York should undergo 
operation at his hands. Whtl 
for the destruction of personal 
Georgia, the pulpit of that stat*
tolerant of the cruel convict labor sys­
tem existing there. Broughton says that 
“we," meaning the clergy, are i 
“wipe out” that system, but it 
that while Broughton is boasting 
York, the newspaper press, and
pulpit, is doing that service to his sta

In NeW 
not the

of Manila have 
& unworthy per 
the Municipal 

s asked to with- 
m the peo- 

id popu- 
ure gen- 

çh to be rep re­
proportion of unde- 

Populists had that ex­
West; the Labor party 
and his board of super- 

some of

Because the Filipinos 
elected some alleged-to-bt 
sons to membership in 
Council, the government ii 
draw the elective 
pie. It Is the history of new a 
lar parties, however, that they 
erally unfortunate < 
sented by a certain 
sirables. The 
perience in the 
elected Schmitz 
visors in San Francisco; some of the 
candidates of the Municipal Ownership 
party in New York turned out to be 
scalawags; one of the Socialist parties 
nominated a convict for President, and 
another of them had a narrow escape 
from burdening itself with a standard- 
bearer who had been on trial for bis 
life. The Filipino experiment therefore 
cannot be regarded as a failure or as 
unique. The native party will attract 
men of average integrity now that it has 
demonstrated its strength, or if It does 
not It will be defeated. It is a curious 
fact, to be noted in this connection, that 
when the "better element" gets busy and 
elects officials, the administration Is dis­
appointing. There is a probability hai 
the Philippines elections are a protest 
against the alliance of the resident Amer­
icans and Spaniards with the Roman 
Catholic party.
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As the dispatches put IL "an organized 
effort to get Taft’s scalp” to being made 
by some Methodists of Nebraska, and 
those engaged in the work say that the 
movement is not sectional. Rumors to 
this effect were in circulation during the 
session of the Epworth League conven­
tion at the Chautauqua Assembly, and 
these are officially confirmed 1 Cteorse 
E. Tobey, secretary of the associatton- 
“The Methodist preachers at the as­
sembly,” said Mr. Tobey, "have gone wild 
over Bryan. They make no secret of 
their opposition to Mr. TafL They but­
tonholed everybody they met and impor­
tuned him to vole against the Republi­
can nominee. They assert that no good 
Methodist can vote for a man wao open­
ly declares he does nut believe in the 
divinity of Christ, and it is an argument 
that was 
concerted

üvl

very effective. If a general 
effort tu defeat Tait vUl tfeUtl 

ground is to be mude, хз 1 am mturmvu. 
it will constituiu 
his success.
preacher that 
cause ot his 
opposition of
the Roman Catholic influence which Mr. 
Taft has purchased with gifts of public 
mouey.
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The revolution In Turkey has a sig- 
nidcuneu to women, many at whom, it 
in reported, worked on behalf ot the 
Yuuug Turks. It involves choir Liburty 
to the extent ot appeuriug in public with­
out veils aud of sitting thus in the pres­
ence of their husbands 
respondent of thi
sorts that he was actually 
the harem of a merchant 
the Young Turk party, 
host’s wife and sisters 
wearing European dress-
Turkey were evidently well prepared for

visitors. Л cor- 
Loudon Express as- 
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The people of

Easter celebration there by 
"Sunday morning very early 

will be two processions, coining

A letter circulated in New York by a 
Protestant missionary in Porto Rico de­
scribes the 
Catholics: 
there
from opposite directions, one with the 
image of the Virgin Maria robed In a 
black velvet gown, and in the other an 
image of our risen Lord. When the 
processions meet the Mother and the 
Son will embrace and then there will be 
a great time; then they will have a Sun­
day dance, get drunk and do everything 
they like because they kept Holy Week." 
Pious observances prepare the penitent 

again.d sin
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"at
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above
The
One

York are interested 
Police Commissioner 
the 2.000 picture»

60 per cent or 
Russian Jews." 
the year 1907.
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information that 
criminals to

The 
in the
Bingham that 
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last year more than 
1.200 were those of 
statement refers to 
of tbo ooCffftftftVftftftl ft
office adds the curious 
"it is the custom of Jewish 
give names of other nationalities, espe­
cially Irish." Is It not possible '.bal at 
police headquarters other nationalities 
are sometimes mistaken for Jews'*

towww of HNwoto was stung
St. Mary’s African 

in Chicago to make a 
speech was a 

administration, 
» MD 
Sana­

Governor 
when he engaged 
Methodist eboreb 
political speech in. Tito
defense of tito governor's 
and after Its delivery b* received 
from lbw partí?**. tito Rev. W. H. 
ders» itemized aa follows ;
For use of church <«<••■«<<
For cbotr tfematoj
For pastor's b&Éhtettce

And that church to exempted
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Guvernur of New York is (to
Ing what ha can hi hto calling and
election sure. Cta Thursday cut last 
week he addressed a Young Men’s Chris­
tian Association. and gave a calk in a 
Cathode school. The popularity of 
Hughes with, the parsuns Is relied upon 

carry the ticket through, in this stata 
the Universalism at Taft-

Ш 
despite

"Are the Storers hard at work round- I 
tug up the Roman Catholic vote for I 
Taft?” is a question appearing in the 
Sun which recalls a painful Incident in 
the public life ot Mr. Houseveil, when the 
question of veracity was raised between 
the President and a Catholic prelate and 
led to the founding of the Ananias Club.

The ruling passion does not weaken 
in an emergency. When a big tíre was 
In progress in Detroit last month, the 
Rev. W K. Spencer at the Presbyterian 
church nodded his congregation of the 
approach uf the dames, and having taken 
up a collection, dismissed them to go 
their several ways.

Derived from a Study of Monu­
ments, Coins, Calendars, Aeras, 

Astronomical and Astro­
logical Cycles, Etc.

BY ALEX. DEL MAR, 
Formerly Director of the U. S. Bureau of 

Commerce, Navigation and Statistics.
This great work, now In its eighth year 

of popularity, to 
Encyclopedia of 
gives the dates 
with every detail 
raments. sufferings, expiation and death. 
Some of these the author traces back by 
reliable indications to nearly 2000 В. C., 
finding them In Babylonia, Judea, Egypt, 
Greece, Rome and even distant Mexico, 
Guatemala and Peru. The work con­
cludes with the Apotheosis of Augustus 
Caesar. A. D. t, and his universal wor­
ship as the Son of God and Savior of 
World, throughout the entire Roman 
pire.— Cambridge Encyclopedia.

Thanks to Mr. Del Mar the key to 
Roman synebrettom to now In our hands 
to open the Past and view the Future. 
. . , “The Worship of Augustus Cae­
sar" does not avowedly touch upon the 
great Question, but it lays the broad 
foundation of knowledge necessary for 
its intelligent solution. A significant and 
important work.—Thaddeus B. Wake­
man, president of the Liberal University.

To criticise Del Mar’s great work, “The 
Worship of Augustus," demands u very 
thorough knowledge ot ancient writings 
and inscriptions down to the time when 
Christianity replaced paganism as the 
State religion of Rome. We shall there­
fore not attempt co criticise, but to de­
scribe IL The book to of such absorb­
ing interest and unfolds such a little 
dreamed-of vista of possibilities that It 
were churlish not to invite others to read 
sail enjoy it as 
rtart. Editor of 
dealer

Th* 
entitle

Date-book or 
ot whom it 
of over 500, 

miracles, sac-

the 
im-

th«

we have done.—J. W. 
the UoukseHer, News- 

and Stationer, 
learning displayed 
t the work to a 

Xmertcan literature. It

in these pages 
high place iu 
analyzes and 

«хримем the false .«lory of religion, dto- 
mfvura it with polite contempt and sub- 
«ututes che truth ot history. The work to 
a revelation,—Dr. G. w. Brown In the 
Progressivo Thinker.

The attitude of the author to that of a 
Christian who nevertheless ex- 

the foundations of religion with 
the acumen and philosophy of a Volney. 

the ten months' year, the 
Quarter Days, the Worship ot 

and afterwards of the Roman, 
(Augustus), are especially 

The alterations of the calendar- 
hy Augustus and hto successors shed an. 
entirety new light upon the history ot 
the past.—London Chronicle.

Printed on superfine tinted paper, text 
in long primer, notes In brevier, copious 
bibirography and index, five. pp. 376, price 
i3, post-paid to any part of the world. 
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The Mangasarian
Crapsey Debate

Resolved, That the Jesus of the 
New Testament is a His­

torical Personage

Affirmative

REV. A. 8. CRAPSEY, D.D.

Negative
M. M. MANGASARIAN.

The debate was held in Orchestra Hall, 
Chicago.

Dr, Crapsey is the Episcopal clergyman 
deposed from a pulpit in Rochester, N. Y, 
for heresy.

Mr. Mangasarian is the permanent 
speaker for the Independent (Rationalist) 
Religious Society of Chicago.

Price of the Debate, 26 cents per copy.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

u‘2 Vesey St., New York.
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LETTERS OF FRIENDS.
Readers desirous of communicating 

with the writers of the letters in this de­
partment may address them in care of 
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read­
dressed and forwarded.

HIGH TIME FOR TAXATION. 
From J. Osborne Lunt, New York.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir: My bus­

iness has taken me into twenty-seven 
different states, the past nine months, 
and it has really startled me to see how 
much’ ground is covered even in little 
towns throughout the country with the 
Roman church. Not alone is it the 
church, but parochial school, nunnery, 
Brethren of This, and Sisters of That, 
and buildings of all descriptions, taking 
up so much land, you wonder and look 
amazed to think how they have obtained 
it. Not alone is it the Romanists, but 
the Christian Science church has won­
derful edifices throughout the land—that 
magnificent tabernacle (the Mother 
church) in Boston, with its eight gal­
leries, and the million dollar church on 
Capitol Hill in Denver, Colorado, the 
finest church edifice in the city. The 
question arises, Is it not time that church 
property was taxed?

I am very glad that “Christian Science” 
is making what headway it is, if for no 
other reason than that it is pushing very 
fast indeed this paganism and iaolauy 
of other churches, this bowing to images 
in the background.

While I am on this subject I would 
like to ask one question, and I wisu 
some one would answer it for me. On 
my travels I noticed that all these build­
ings belonging to the Roman Catholic­
church, such as nunneries, monasteries, 
“sisters’ ” homes, homes of Brethren, 
etc., in all cases were walled up liiga, 
with ground glass windows—in tact, an 
in daraness. What kind of a religion 
is this that shuts out God’s beautiful 
sunshine, and broods in darkness away 
from the green fields and nature? ьх- 
cuse me from any such dark, horriuie 
.religion. It is a’mystery to me that you 
.can get anyoody with good common 
sense to dwell for years in these sub­
terranean places. None of it for me. 

“HELL” TREATED LIGHTLY. 
From Frank Swancara, Kansas.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear sir:
A Christian handed me a copy of a 

religious weekly containing an account 
of Gladstone’s religious life. This ar­
ticle recounted the many essays and 
other writings of Gladstone on C'nristian 
subjects, many of them of trivial impor­
tance, and. nearly all of them are works 
with which even Christians are not ac­
quainted. But in this list was no men­
tion wnatever of Gladstone’s contribu­
tions to the North American Review in 
his controversy with IngersolL This 
was evidently omitted in order that the 
young Christian reader’s curiosity may 
not be aroused and prompt him to read 
Ingersoll, should his attention be called 
to the fact that there is another side to 
these religious questions. I have also 
a copy of this religious sheet contain­
ing an article about the religiou of Long­
fellow. The alleged views of Longfellow 
■coincide with those we hear every day 
from Christians. There is no discussion 
of hell. The great men who have given 
their testimony in favor of Christianity 
failed to explain anything about hell. 
Where is it? Of what does it consist? 
.When was it made? For what purpose? 
How is it to be avoided? Sometimes 
they tell us that hell is the trouble con­
science gives for the misdeeds which 
we have committed. That is not enough, 
for they still claim that be a man ever 

. so good, yet without Christ he is “lost.”
What would hell consist of in the case 

. .of a man who had done no wrong, but 
failed to believe in the Trinity? This 

. /rightful dogma of the 'Christians is

seldom discussed, but tender as the 
Christians claim to be, they have the 
habit of making hell the subject of their 
jokes, and a story with hell in it 
tickles the Christian ear. This is re­
markable in view of the fact that hell 
is the central idea of the Christian 
scheme, for from what else are we to 
be “saved”?

THE VINTNER'OF CANA.
From W. H. Spanhake, Chicago.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
1 got into an argument the other day 

with Mr. Speicher, one of Dowie’s lieu­
tenants, in regard to the drink question. 
When I asked him why Jesus didn’t turn 
thè" first wine used at the marriage feast 
of Cana into water, and thus set the 
world an example of total abstinence, he 
replied that they always used the fresh 
juice of the grape, and made it as want­
ed and destroyed the vessels after using. 
If what this priest says is trué, then 
the point made by Remsburg in “The 
Christ,” paragraph 558, is lost. What 
was the custom in those days, and were 
the Jews as careful to abstain from al­
coholic drinks then as the Moslems .are 
today? Please reply through The Truth 
Seeker if you can.

[Overseer Speicher talks without 
knowledge or with evasive intent. The 
people of Palestine in the days assign­
ed to Jesus did not have the drink evil 
of today, but they had wine, and it was 
intoxicating. Also they kept it until it 
fermented, leading to the precautionary 
proverb against putting new wine in old 
bottles—the bottles (make of skin) would 
not stretch when the contents worked. 
That wine, even the “new wine,” caused 
drunkenness is proved by the second 
chapter of Acts. When the apostles be­
gan speaking with “tongues” some of 
their hearers, taking notice of the bab­
blement, mockingly said, “These men are 
full of new wine.” Peter had to explain 
the matter: “Be this known to you and 
hearken to my words: For these men 
are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it 
is but the third hour of the day.” He 
would not admit that his companions 
were intoxicated at 9 a. m., and in doing 
so left it to be inferred that they might 
become so later in the day. The story 
of the wine-making at Cana (John ii) 
reads exactly as though the wine had 
been an intoxicating beverage. The gov­
ernor of the feast, the best man, express­
ed surprise that the bridegroom simulo 
bring out superior goods when men had 
“well drunk” and were impliedly inca­
pable of appreciating good liquor. The 
Bible Temperance people declare that 
biblical wine was a temperance drink, 
and then they claim the Bible to be a tem­
perance book because it forbids it to be 
taken. The Encyclopedia Biblica declares 
that there is no reason to doubt new 
wine was a fermented drink, or that it 
was included in the condemnation of 
“strong drink.”—Ed. T. S.j

THE PROCESS OF SELECTION. 
From J. W. Stapleton, Missouri.

Е. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
I have discovered that even Nature 

itself sometimes miscarries and goes 
wrong, its product being deformed or so 
disfigured that it is hard to recognize. But 
though Nature is the cause of the many 
seeming miscarriages, yet there is no di­
vine revelation given to man outside of 
Nature’s revelation.
• We have been talking about divine 
revelations, and laws to prohibit, preach­
ing the gospel to civilize the people; and 
now what progress have we made in our 
undertakings? We have laws to prohibit 
murder, drunkenness, adultery, theft, and 
almost every crime. Do we still commit 
crime? We have been preaching tem­
perance doctrines to the people. Do we 
still drink and get drunk? We have laws 
prohibiting adultery. Does anyone com­
mit adultery? Now, what is the matter? 
Are we getting away from crime? I think 
not. I can discover no apparent reforms 
going on along these lines, which have 
taken effect in the past few years, ex­
cept what Nature has done without the 
aid, of man through the process of the 
natural laws of evolution and selection. 
None but the fittest of the fit is allowed

to survive or live. Now, what seems to 
be the matter? Are we on the right 
trail? I think not. Well, then, what 
shall we do? Shall we still continue 
legislating, preaching the gospel, praying 
to the gods to bring about reforms to 
create morals, or what shall we do?

Do we believe in correcting the 
defects of the beast of the field by law 
or preaching, invoking the presence of 
the Lord to assist us in our adventures in 
the improvement of our stock, or do we 
select the fittest of our herd, the strong­
est; in fact, the best male and female, 
and begin to propagate the best of their 
kind? What do you think? Would it do 
in bur homes, the family, among our 
boys and girls? What have we been do­
ing? We have been licensing drunkards, 
murderers, thieves, diseased criminals, to 
marry our girls, and taxing the people 
to build prisons to put their offspring in; 
and still we cry out for more law and 
gospel doctrine, which has cursed the 
world of mankind for these many years. 
I hate it!

FREETHOUGHT TRACT SOCIETY? 
From J. W. E., New Hampshire.

Dear Truth Seeker: In spite of all 
philosophy, I have been not a little 
pained by the affliction of your brave 
and fearless Е. M. Macdonald. It is my 
earnest wish and hope that his recovery 
may be speedy and complete, and that 
he may long survive to carry on his vali­
ant work in the cause of truth and lib­
erty.

I am decidedly interested in the con­
troversy between Nummus and Kamp- 
meier. The latter is obviously a dis­
ciple of the historian and philosopher 
Thomas Henry Buckle, one of the great­
est of great writers.

It is my guess that Kampmeier is cor­
rect in his theory that there might have 
been such a person as the fanatical 
Jesus; and my further guess that Num­
mus is correct in his theory that there 
never was such a person! One may read 
books and books on the origin and early 
history of Christianity; but the more 
one reads, the less he seems to know.

It is not difficult, however, to learn 
and know that the accursed religion is a 
mixture of barbarian superstition and 
priestly humbug.

Are there not a sufficient number of 
well-to-do Agnostics to organize and 
maintain a Freethought Tract Society? 
‘Eternal vigilance is the price of lib­
erty.”

PARASITES OF BODY AND MIND. 
From W. S. Dean, New York.

Е. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
It is interesting to hear from those 

who by their physical condition are 
compelled to hie themselves to the open 

. country, leaving their labors to other 
hands while they try to regain their lost 
or failing strength. Especially so to 
those of us who by our own experience 
can give that true sympathy to the 
truth seeker who is looking for light 
in every direction. And while the editor 
is trying to free himself of those para­
sites that have weakened his physical 
strength we trust such periodicals as 
The Truth Seeker will continue to give 
the true remedy that will free humanity 
from the parasites of superstition. It 
seems humanity is obliged to be continu­
ally at war with parasites of body and 
mind, and as long as the parasites of su­
perstition dominate the minds of people, 
they are fit subjects for the quacks of 
bodily ailments. People, in their differ­
ent occupations, work harder to gain 
the material with the stamp of the dol­
lar mark attached than they do to learn­
ing the causes of physical and mental 
evils. They, as a rule, seem ever ready 
when physical weakness comes to them, 
to accept the mental parasite, while 
their reason tells them they have no use 
for the quacks of the body. It is a good 
thing to know there are people willing 
to give of their ample means to establish 
institutions for the betterment of physi­

cal health, where diseases .can be stud­
ied for their cause and remedies found 
for their cure. But is it not just as 
much oi’ more important to establish in­
stitutions for the mind that will expose 
humanity’s blights of ignorant supersti 
tion? May the time soon come when 
people of means will not only see the 
necessity of providing institutions to 
eradicate disease bugs from the body, 
but also provide the means to clear the 
bugs of delusion from the minds of peo- 
pie.

“THE CHRIST."
From Robert Gunther, California.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
Some time ago you said you would re­

ceive subscriptions to Mr. Remsburg’s 
new book “The Christ.” I thought of 
sending you my subscription then, as I 
have been very anxious to get the book, 
but seeing his articles were continued I 
did not send. The book was apparently 
intended to prove that Christ did not 
exist, and the early articles were writ­
ten for that purpose, but is Mr. Rems­
burg not going too far, since, in his later 
articles, he makes it appear that he did 
exist? It seems to me that Mr. Rems­
burg devoured the kernel some time ago, 
and is now eating the husks. For over 
fifty years I have not believed that Jesus 
Christ ever had an existence, and I have 
had several discussions on that subject, 
but not having the data at hand that 
Mr. Remsburg has, my defense of my po­
sition was always imperfect, and I hate 
to oppose an adversary- without crushing 
him. For that reason I have been so 
desirous of getting that book, I have the 
articles, but they are scattered. What 
Mr. Remsburg is writing about now is 
all right in its place, but it does not 
seem to fit the intention he started out 
with.

I feel very sorry for E. M. Macdonald. 
The world cannot afford to lose Him. 
We could spare the pope, or Roosevelt, 
or the Peerless One, as they have“ren- 
cumbered the earth too long now, but 
we cannot spare E M. Macdonald. I 
wrote him a letter of condolence. But 
he will find it as empty as a contribution 
box after the lord’s anointed has gone 
through it. For what consolation can a 
man give whom age has crowded to the 
jumping-off place? Well, I hope Mt. 
Macdonald will soon recover, and live 
many years afte? I am dead. Death is 
no enemy to anyone, tightly considered, 
but it is a misfortune when death calls 
at the door of one who has the ability 
and willingness to improve the human 
race and make it happier.

WITHOUT RELIGIOUS MUMMERY.
From C. A. Riek, Missouri.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
My wedding was-sanctioned by a judge 

of probate and I have raised six boys, 
neither of whom received any attention 
from preachers, nor the religious sacra­
ments, which proves that we can easily 
exist and prosper without God’s blessings. 
Since 1842, when my grandfather emi­
grated from Germany for Religious free­
dom, our family has been working oh 
the other side of the dividing line from 
where churches, priests, and preachers 
are at home; and since the road over 
to the other side is totally rotten, we 
expect to stay until The Truth Seeker 
moves over with us.

OBJECTIONABLE TITLES.
From M. C. Coomer, Kansas.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:
It is distasteful to me to call a priest 

“Father Ryan” when he is no father of 
mine. “Priest Ryan” is better and is 
truthful. If anything can be done to dis­
courage the custom of bestowing the 
title “Father” or “Sister,” on priests and 
nuns I wish it would be done. Old 
women are not fond of being “Grandma” 
to the whole community, but fakirs arro­
gate the titles of closest relationship.

Sometimes I send a Truth Seeker to 
a friend, and he writes: “The Truth
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Seeker dishes out a whole lot of good 
sound sense on politics, or religion. Hon­
esty In politics is about out of the ques­
tion, and religion mixed in makes it rot­
ten throughout. But it is anyway to get 
votes.”

Perversion of Language.
Why mix up Rome’s priests with our 

fathers
And, likewise, our sisters, with nuns, 

For what shall we do to know who is 
who

Or which the true father of sons?

If some one of wide education
Will hunt up a title for Dad

Which priests will not feel it worth 
while to steal,

The world will be grateful and glad.
к

And why do those brides of the heaven,
Whose clothing was fashioned in hell, 

Snatch hold of the name of “Sisters,” 
yet claim

That home is far worse than a cell?

Ye scholars, please give us a title
For daughters our mothers have borne, 

Greek, Dane, Hottentot, not much mat­
ter what,

So not by Rome’s bondwomen worn.

GIVING PUBLICITY TO CRIME.
From F. S., Kansas.

Е. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir: I have 
attended a lecture at a Chautauqua 
which lecture contained some fairly good 
reasons for not giving undue publicity 
to the details of crime. The following 
evening the manager announced that “by 
special request” the motion pictures 
would show the life of Christ. Among 
the series of views thrown upon the 
canvas was that of the slaughter of the 
infants. Fleeing mothers were pictured, 
overtaken by soldiers, who tore from 
them the children. The infants were 
then chopped up with knives, and the 
soldiers rushed away to search for living­
babes elsewhere.

Were these pictures called for because 
of their being instructive? Instruction 
may not have been desired, since the 
views were contrary to the instruction 
given by a lecture which preceded them.

Chautauquas, like many other institu­
tions, engage in home missionary work. 
No matter on what subject the lecture 
is given, some evangelistic slogan is in­
jected into it. Something is said to 
strengthen faith, or to weaken the minds 
which harbor it.

There was a lecture given by Chas. 
A. Bayne on -Rome. Pictures were shown 
of Christians being burned by Nero. 
Views were shown of the methods of per­
secution of the early Christians. Noth­
ing was said about the persecutions 
which were practiced by the Christians 
themselves.

OUR “MAINSPRING.”
When we look deep into our hearts we 

discover a longing, a special need for 
something. We may not have time to 
study this mysterious feeling, but we 
yearn, all the same. Worthy or unworthy, 
this must be the mainspring of our lives.

If it be the lust for fame we bend 
every energy to obtain it. If it is to out­
shine our neighbor, that, too, will be­
speak the straining of every nerve. If it 
be ambition to climb the ladder of liter­
ary or artistic fame, we strive for rung 
after rung, even if it take the blood of 
our heart and the last gasp of the lungs.

Not .all persons will admit the posses­
sion of an ambition; it is a big word, 
and failure is its henchman. The world 
is apt, in smiling at the failure, to over­
look the ambition and what it has cost 
its possessor. Yet each and all of us 
happily possess some longing, some as­
piration—there would be little hope for 
us if we didn't! So long as we exist we 
live for something, be it for good or evil. 
The man who refuses to discover for 
what he is best fitted, who takes life as 
it comes, making no effort to be more 
than an atom, is actuated by the main­
spring of indolence, mental and physical. 
He may not realize it, but his ambition 
is to be lazy and shiftless, to forget 
time, to live the life of a well-fed, com­
fortable animal.

The woman who complains that the 
world has no need for her, and there is 
no special niche that she can fill, is not 
far wrong. The world has, indeed, no 
need for the drone and fault-finder; she 
has but to look with seeing eyes and all 
about her are broken threads to splice, 
hearts to mend, loads to lighten and the 
thousand and one little “helps" which 
make "the wheels go round." The man 
or the woman who sees nothing in life 
is far better under the sod, and the fam­
ily is decidedly more comfortable in 
or her absence.

MY RELIGION.
J’he works of nature I adore. 

Her laws we must obey.
She teaches

Drives all
us to live aright', 
our fears away.

that rule with anger.

bi>

The “gods”
Of them she does not tell

Who created man, then damned his 
“soul”

To everlasting “hell."

She ordains no “minister” or “priest” 
To dictate laws to man. »

She says “Love your neighbor as your­
self,”

And do the best you can.

She builds no mansions in the sky 
Where “saints” immortal go,

But teaches us that we should make 
Our “heaven” here below.

She guides us by a mighty power, 
All others it’s above;

’Tis by the power of wisdom and 
The gentle law of “Love.”

T. C. WIDDICOMBE.

THE ROMAN PONTIFF.
The Pontiff of.Rome—so religious, 

His head with a mitre is crowned—
Is roaring as lion prodigious;

His thunder is shaking the ground! 
He threatens eternal damnation

To him who has mind of his own;
He proveth his “holy” vocation— 

By logic of growl and the gtoan!

Forbidding to meddle with science,
Or history’s lesson to learn.

On darkness he places reliance—
And fear of the “fires” that burn.

His teeth he is gnashing in fury
At the sound of the Liberty Bell ;

He fain would be judge and the jury,
And damn the Freethinker to hell!

C. C.

endangered,” says the 
warning tones, “if the 
not checked.” What 

is an example of graft 
renounced by parties 

Someone should set
Who has

“The country is 
Rev. Dr. Aked in 
reign of graft is 
the country needs 
relinquished and 
now enjoying it.
the ball of reform in motion, 
enjoyed graft longer than the church 
which never pays taxes, and gets favors 
from all directions? What an inspiring 
example—how the church would rise in 
the esteem of mankind, if it should from 
this day on refuse to be the recipient 
of the bounty of the state, should re­
nounce its graft and cease to be a pious 
pauper! But like the preacher who 
treads the primrose path of dalliance 
and recks not his own rede, the church 
protests against graft and takes it.

Speakiug of “something beyond,” the 
editor of the Chicago luter-Oceau says 
that “shallow souls may call it 'the un­
knowable.' Wise men call it God,” It 
is because he is so much more profound 
that the editor of the Inter-Ocean chooses 
the savage's nomenclative rather than 
Spencer’s.

Like Other Sabbatarians.—A New Bug­
land clergyman was taking breakfast one 
Sunday 
Western 
A rough 
ed over

“Goin’
The clergyman replied: 

pect to."
“Goin’ to the hall game?"
“No."
“Well, where are you goiu’?”
“I’m going to church."
“Where do you come from?“
"New England."
“Oh, that explains it! That's 

they keep the Sabbath and every 
blamed thing they can lay their 
on."

morning in a hotel in a little 
town, says Appleton’s Monthly, 
old fellow across the table cau­
to him: 
to the races, stranger?" 

”1 dou’t ex?

where 
other 
hands
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I cents.
ANONYMOUS BIBLE. By C. L. Snyder. 

(Tract.) 10 cents.
A PLEA FOR THE NEW WOMAN. By 

May L. Collins.
Svcoiitl èiiìlìOU» 

i tone Portrait, the 
This pamphlet is 
was completed before the death of Miss 
Collins, her other manuscripts being lost. 
APOSTLES OF CHRIST. By Austin 

Halyaake. (Tract.) 5 cents.
A consideration of 

the followers of Jesus.
ASTRO-TH EOLOGY. 

(Tract.) 5 cents.
ATONEMENT (the), 

laugh.
BETTER 

Southwick, M.D.
A consideration of 

might be improved.
BIBLE (A). By Zela Stevens.
BIBLE (the) COMICALLY ILLUSTRA­

TED. In board covers, $2; in cloth 
covers, $2.50.
The Old and New Testament Stories 

Comically Illustrated; bound in one vol­
ume. About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

Price, paper, IQ cents, 
with large new half­
best picture extant, 

the only work which

the

By

characters of

L. I. Dawson.

By
(Tract.) 5 cents. 
WORLD (the).

Paper, 50 
how

Charles Brad-

By Е. B. 
cents.
this .world

Paper, 15c.

BIBLE (the). By John E. Remsburg. 
Large 12mo, 500 pages. Price, $1.25. 
Eleven chapters on the authenticity ot 

the Bible—Thirteen on the Credibility of 
the Bible—Ten on the Morality of the 
Bible. With an Appendix of Unanswer­
able Arguments Against the Divine Ori­
gin and in Favor of the Human Origin of 
the Bible. Twenty-six pages of Index.
THE BIBLE OF NATURE. By Prof. F. 

L. Oswald. Cloth, 
An outline of the

ture; preaching the 
lion" by reason and 
instinct and precept; 
the ally of education.
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS 

Hudson Tuttle.
CAREER OF 

By Judge C. 
cents.
This is Judge 

delivered at the Freethought Congress ot 
1898.
CHARLES BRADLAUGH: His Life and 

W ritings. (See "A Few Words About 
the Devil.”) Cloth, $1. Paper, 50 
cents.

CHARLES WATTS: 
act er By Saladin.

CHRISTIAN DEITY. 
(Tract.) 2 cents.

CHRISTIANITY AND 
By B. F. Underwood.

A
Whitford.
ITS

$1.
Religion of the fu- 
gospel of “Redemp- 
science ; reconciling 
and making nature

IDEAS. By
Paper, 25 cents.

RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS.
B. Waite. (Tract.) 3

Waite’s masterly address

His Life and Char- 
Paper, 10 cents.
By Charles Watts.

MATERIALISM.
Paper, 15 cants.

REWARD FOR 
10 cents.

NATURE AND

CHRISTIANITY 
CRIME. О. B.

CHRISTIANITY:
ITS INFLUENCE ON CIVILIZATION.
By Charles Watts. (Tract.) 5 cents. 

CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES.
cents.

CHRISTIAN SABBATH. By 
burg. (Tract.) 3 cents. 
A small but valuable tract 

cuous distribution wherever 
bigots are enfj 
Hand a copy 1

(Tract.) 2

J. E. Rema­

for promls- 
the Sunday 

enforcing their Sunday Laws, 
о your Sabbatarian neigh-

SCHEME OF REDEMP-
Charles Watts. (Tract.) 2

cents. 
Bible

<
By
as

i CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND MOD­
ERN SKEPTICISM. By the Duke of 
Somerset. Paper, 25 cents.

CHRIST MYTH (the). By Elizabeth E. 
cvans. Paper, 25 cents.
Showing that the Christian Christ is a 

I composite of earlier messiaha, and is 
not a historical personage.
CHRONICLES OF SIMON CHRISTIAN­

OS. By I. N. Fidel. Paper, 25 
A Satire on the Discoverers of

CLERICAL PROFESSION (the). 
Robert Dale Owen. Paper, 6 cents. 
It is an old document, but truth is

eternal as the bills, and rather more so, 
for some hills that once were are now no 
more, and the clerical profession 
been open to criticism ever since 
first medicine man humbugged the 
cave man.
COMMENTARY ON

Lemoyne Benjamin.
COMMON SENSE.

Paper, 15 cents.
i on Government addressed to 
of America, urging a separa- 
England. It is in this pani­
che expression “Free and in­
states of America" first ap- 

it was the arguments Paine 
that influenced the colonists

has 
the 

first

MATTHEW.
(Tract.) 5 cents. 

By Thomas Paine.

By

Remarks 
the people 
tian-’ from 
phlet chat 
dependent 
pears and 
here used 
to rebel, and led to the establishment of 
our present government.
CONFLICT BETWEEN REASON AND 

SUPERSTITION. By T. C. Widdi- 
combe. Paper, 10 cents.
Theology and religion by the light of 

modern science. A bold attack upon 
the principles of Theology, radically de­
stroying all forms of religion.
CONGRESS

(Tract.) 3 cents. 
CONTRAST.

cents. Paper, 25 cents.
The contrast drawn by the 

between Evangelicanism and 
ism.
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. Music and 

words. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Paper, 50 cents. Special price in large 
numbers for use of societies.
A song-book for -Liberals and Spirit­

ualists, containing, with appropriate mu­
sic for each, Hymns of Nature, Hymns of 
Humanity, Hymns of Freedom, Miscella­
neous Songs, Doxologies, Liberal Hymns, 
Children’s Hymns, Hymns for Funerals. 
A great many of the songs and hymns 
are taken from the “Spiritual Harp” and 
Mrs. Burnz’s Liberal hymn book; others 
are used by permission of the writers;

(Continued on page 541.)

AND SUNDAY LAWS.

By Moses Hull. Cloth, 50
author is
Spiritual-
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Ì CHILDREN’S CORNER f

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

True Nobility.
’Tis not the wealth that makes a king, 
Nor the purple coloring,
Nor a brow that’s bound with gold, 
Nor gate on mighty hinges rolled.
The .king is he, who, void of fear, 
Looks abroad with bosom clear; 
Who can tread ambition down, 
Nor be swayed by smile or frown; 
Nor for all the treasure cares 
That mine conceals, or harvest wears. 
Or that golden sands deliver, 
Bosomed in a glassy river.
What shall move his placid might? 
Not the headlong thunder-light,
For all the shapes of slaughter’s trade, 
With onward lance, or fiery blade.
Safe, with wisdom for his crown, 
He looks on all things calmly down; 
He welcomes Fate, when Fate is near, 
Nor taints his dying breath with fear.
No—to fear not earthly thing, 
This it is that makes the king; 
And all of us, whoe’er we be, 
May carve us out that royalty.

—Seneca, translated by Leigh Hunt.

Coppers.
The original copper cents weighed 264 

grains each; the common bronze cent of 
to-day weighs but forty-eight grains. It 
consists of ninety-five per cent copper, 
three per cent tin, and two per cent zinc. 
The alloy gives it a better surface, and 
is less brittle.

A Connecticut concern takes the bronze 
bricks, cuts them into strips, rolls them 
to sheets of the proper thinness, out of 
which the blanks are punched.

The blanks are fed to machines, 
which mint them at the rate of eighty a 
minute, stamping by dies both side of 
the coin at once, and automatically dis­
posing of one while receiving another. 
The completed pennies are dropped into 
boxes beneath, and all that remains to be 
done is the counting of the newly-made 
pieces, which is done with marvelous 
rapidity by the worker, who thinks noth­
ing of reckoning 3,000 of them in thirty 
seconds. He uses a device known as the 
counting board, which receives Б00 at a 
time. This is an inclined plane with col­
umns the exact width of a cent separat­
ed by metal partitions, which, in height, 
exactly equal the thickness of the coin. 
The cents are spread over this board, 
and drop into the grooves prepared for 
them, all surplus pieces falling off.

One pound avoirdupois of the cent 
blanks makes one dollar and forty cents’ 
worth of pennies when coined; in other 
words, teiere are 140'blanks to the pound« 
The blanks are shipped to the mint in] 
strong wooden boxes.

The stream of copper which flows out! 
continually from Philadelphia has a his­
tory like that of many rivers in western 
deserts, which are lost finally in the 
sand. Nobody knows what becomes of 
the millions on millions of cents that 
are minted annually (the production va­
ries from 25,000,000 to 90,000,000 per an­
num) ; they simply vanish from sight 
and are gone forever. The phenomenon 
seems strange, and is not easily account­
ed for.

People say, “What becomes of all the 
pins?” That is easily answered. Pins 
soon corrode, and thus are soon trans­
formed into nothing that is recognizable. 
A copper cent, on the other hand, is in­
destructible, "comparatively speaking. 
But the solution of the problem seems to 
be that cents are subject to more acci­
dents than any other coins; they change 
hands ten times as often as dimes, for 
example, and, being of small value, they 
.are not cared for.

Thus it is that the mint in Philadel­

phia is obliged to keep turning out pen­
nies at an average rate of about 4,000,- 
000 a month in order to keep up the sup­
ply. The penny-in-the-slot machines 
have greatly increased the demand for 
cents. It is said that a single automatic 
vending machine company in New York 
city takes in half a million cents a day. 
Inasmuch as there is hardly a cross-road 
village in the country that has not a 
chewing gum, kinetoscope, music, or 
weighing machine operated in this way, 
the number of coins required to keep 
them all going is enormous. The craze 
fór forty-nine-cent and ninety-nine-cent 
bargains makes a lot of work for pen­
nies. The penny newspapers have also 
increased the demand.

From the treasury record of the cents 
and nickels now outstanding and unac­
counted for, one gets an idea of the num­
ber of minor coins lost. Of course, this 
account goes back to the beginning of 
the issue of the old-time copper cents, 
specimens of which are so rarely seen 
nowadays, and of which there are ex­
tant 118,405,000. The quantity of metal 
represented by these antiquated coins, 
nearly all of which seem to have been 
lost, is enormous.

What has become of them? Nobody 
knows. The same remark applies to the 
old copper half-cent, of which 3,903,600 
are missing. None of these half-cents 
are in circulation now. Grown men to­
day remember the copper-nickel cents 
which were marked with a flying eagle, 
but nobody ever sees. one now. There 
are millions of them out somewhere; but 
no one knows where. Long ago, the 
coinage of the bronze two-cent pieces 
was discontinued, and yet to-day there 
are extant somewhere 57,578,400 of 
them.—New York Tribune.

The Best Philosopher.
“Children and fools,” we say, “tell the 

truth.” But while the fool speaks the 
truth through accident or ignorance, the 
child often speaks it by virtue of his in­
stinctive reading of character. The five- 
year-old boy may be a better practical 
psychologist than his mother.

A feminine caller regaled Jack’s 
mother with the village gossip, and in­
terspersed it with rather acid comments 
on the neighbors, the teacher, the church 
soprano, and the family cook. One and 
all were found wanting in her judgment. 
As she talked, Jack listened. At last she 
noticed him, standing before her, his 
eyes fastened upon her gloomy face.

“Jack,” said she, “I don’t like little 
boys who. stare!”

He gravely continued to look at her, 
and replied, after due consideration: 

“You don’t seem to like much of any­
thing!”

So the child’s instinct pricked the bub­
ble of the woman’s critical ill nature.

“Why don’t you go to play at Willie 
Morgan’s house?” asked a friend of the 
small Donald.

“Well,” he said, meditatively, “my 
mamma likes noise; but Willie’s mamma 
only pretends to like it when she has 
company—and sometimes she forgets 
she’s pretending.”

It is evidently not worth while to "pre­
tend” with this penetrating child.

Two small brothers were invited— 
happy pair!—to take tea with a large- 

I hearted and lonely spinster. On their 
return they were questioned.

“Were you good boys, Russell?”
“Yes, mother, we were.” 
“Were you polite?”
’Yes, we were, sure! We hugged her 

a good deal and kissed her a good deal, 
and ate up all her supper!”

What could be more gracious polite­
ness than this? And where should we 
look for more wholesome truth telling 
or keener human knowledge than may be

found in him whom Wordsworth wisely 
called “Thou Best Philosopher, Thou 
Little Child”?—Exchange.

The President Writes to Boys and 
Girls.

President Roosevelt has written a let­
ter to the boys and girls of Washington 
mingling compliments with comments 
and advice. The letter was sent to Dr. 
Curtis, superintendent of children’s play­
grounds, who had informed the President 
of the athletic skill of his charges. This 
is the President’s communication:

“Oyster Bay, N. Y., Aug. 8.
“To the Boys and Girls of Washington: 

“Through Dr. Curtis I have learned 
that many of you are taking an active 
part in various athletic contests and ath­
letic events in your city. I am glad to 
see this. I believe in work and I do 
not believe in sacrificing work to play; 
but I most emphatically believe also in 
play. A boy or girl who has a healthy 
body will be all the better fit for serious 
work, and if the health comes through 
vigorous sports pursued in an honorable, 
straightforward manner, not only the 
mind but the character is benefited.

“To the boys I wish to say a special 
word. I emphatically believe in manli­
ness, in courage, in physical address, but 
I believe quite as much in good comrade­
ship and a spirit of fair play. I hope 
that wherever you enter a contest you 
will do all that is in you to win, and yet 
you will remember that it is far better 
to fail than to win by any unfairness, by 
any underhand trickery. Keep in mind 
that it is only by persistent effort in the 
face of discouragement that any of us 
ever do anything that is really worth 
while doing.

“The fellow who gives up when he is 
once beaten is made of mighty poor stuff, 
and if he thus gives up as soon as he is 
beaten In a sport he does not stand 
much chance of success in the serious 
conflicts of after life. The true spirit, 
the spirit which wins victories in after 
life is the spirit which fights hard to 
succeed, but which takes defeat with 
good nature and with the resolute deter­
mination to try again.

“It is a good beginning for this seri­
ous work of after life if on the play­
grounds you learn how to cooperate with 
your fellows and to do your best to win 
while at the same time treating your 
antagonists with fairness and cour­

tesy. THEODORE ROOSEVELT.”

The Umbrella.
Umbrellas and parasols were used by 

the Eastern nations many centuries be­
fore the Christian era. The oldest 
chinaware shows pictures of ladies and 
mandarins shaded by parasols of pat­
terns similar to those now in use. So 
little known, however, were those ar­
ticles to Europeans that a dictionary 
published not more than 150 years ago 
defines the word “umbrella” thus: “A 
portable penthouse to carry in a per­
son’s hand, to screen him from violent 
rain or heat.” The first umbrella ever 
seen in the streets of London was caiu 
ried by the philanthropist, James Han­
way, who died in 1786.

For many years after the introduction 
of umbrellas a man could not be seen 
carrying one without being hooted for 
his effeminacy. For a long time coffee­
houses and inns were accustomed to keep 
a single umbrella of great magnitude for 
the purpose of shielding customers from 
the rain as they passed from the door to 
their carriages. ,

It was not until about the year 1800 
that the use of the umbrella became so 
general throughout Europe and America 
that a man could carry one without 
attracting the attention of passersby to 
a disagreeable extent. In Spain and 
Italy the * article was first domesticated 
and France adopted it next.

A Submarine Nap.
As showing how much st home a man 

may be to-day under water, I may relate 
an amusing story. Some months ago, 
while the great battleship Dreadnought 
was at Malta, one of the seamen divers 
went down to clear her propeller from 
some flotsam that had become entangled; 
and he failed to come up. It chanced that 
the rest of the battleship’s divers were 
ashore, and grave concern was felt on 
the ironclad for the missing worker. Sig­

nals by telephone and lifeline were sent 
below, without avail. In the launch 
above, the throb, throb of the air 
pump’s cylinders went on; but the at­
tendants looked at one another in dis­
may, fearing some strange tragedy deep 
down in those heaving green seas.

The worst was feared when some big 
brushes and other tools came floating to 
the surface; and thereupon the navigat­
ing lieutenant sent ashore an urgent 
message for one of the other divers. The 
man came on board, dressed immediately, 
and went below, only to come up full of 
indignation.

“Why, that fellow’s been asleep all 
this time!” he said, wrathfully. It was 
true. The man had just had his lunch, 
and finding the work much less serious 
than he had thought, he finished it in a 
few minutes and then sat comfortably 
on one of the giant blades of the Dread­
nought’s propeller and went to asleep, 
with inquisitive fishes swarming around 
him, attracted by the dazzling search­
light on his breast! The officers were so 
amused at the occurrence that no punish­
ment was inflicted on the lazy one.— 
Saint Nicholas.

Hòw James Got the Hammer.
The old parish church of Plumstead, 

which has just been reopened, is prob­
ably at-least a thousand years old, says 
the Westminster Gazette. The pictur­
esque churchyard, a cherished haunt of 
the poet Bloomfield during his visits to 
Shooter’s Hill, contains a delightfully 
choice “derangement of epitaphs.” One 
of these, on “Master James Darling, aged 
ten,” teaches a lesson of moderation dur­
ing the present cherry season to the 
youth of other places besides Plumstead. 
Speaking from his tombstone, Master 
Darling exclaims:
“The hammer of Death was4 give to me 
For eating the cherries off the tree.”

A New Theory of Zones.
“Bobby,” said thè teacher; “how many 

zones are there?4
“Two,” answered Bobby, with a little 

questioning note in his voice. Then, see­
ing the puzzled look that came into the 
teacher’s face, he rattled on without a 
stop; “One male and one female; the 
male can be temperate or intemperate, 
the female frigid or torrid—” and he 
stopped for breath.—Everybody’s Maga­
zine.

I Wonder.
My papa he was born some place away 

up in New York,
And mamma in Chicago, where they 

manufacture pork;
And I was born in Pittsburg; and I’m 

awful glad, you bet;
But ain’t it awful funny that we three 

• ever met?
—John A. Simpon.

Something’ In It.
“I guess my father must have been a 

pretty bad boy,” said one youngster.
“Why?” inquired the other.
“Because he knows exactly what ques­

tions to ask when he wants to know what 
I have been doing.”—Washington Star.

The Cowboy’s Lament.
The school is empty now, ’cause she has 

went
Back east, vacationing, and seems to 

me
The plains look darker sence the day 

that she
Got in the stage that’s druv by Loco 

Kent;
My heart ain’t ever had so deep a dent, 

And nothin’ that I eat seems to agree; 
And cow talk bores me to death—O, 

Gee!
I hate the low-browed gang in that mess 

tent.
But it is lonely out upon the range,

And I jest dread the job of huntin’ 
strays,

’Cause all the old familiar ways look 
strange,

And long and doleful are the brightest 
days,

О solitude, you make life to mere 
man

As empty as a used tomato can!
-—Denver Republican.
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Freethought Books

SECULARISTS.
10 cents.
the Washington, 
arguing against

By

D. 
the

A. Crof-

a Chris- 
Jehovah

Illuminated 
Fourteenth

residences 
against the

(Continued from page 539.) 
selections are made from the best music 
of all countries, and a large number are 
original both in words and music.
CREED OF CHRIST (the). “Wanted: a 

Christian.” (Tract.) 5 cents.
What a man must do and believe in 

order to be a Christian. Being the 
American Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation’s offer of $1,000 for a real 
Christian.
CREEDS NOT FOR 

Gen. Wm. Birney.
A lecture before 

C., Secular League,
adoption of a “creed” by Liberals.
CRIMES OF JEHOVAH. By W.

fut. (Tract.) 5 cents.
A letter Dr. Croffut wrote to 

tian lady to convince her that
is not worthy of man’s adoration.
CRIMES OF PREACHERS.

cover. Seventh edition, 
thousand. Paper, 35 cents.
Giving dates, names, 

churches, and crimes charged 
clergy of this country.
CRUELTY AND CREDULITY OF THE 

HUMAN RACE. By Dr. Daniel Arter. 
(Tract.) 2 cents.

DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN. By 
M. Bennett.

DARWINS (the). A novel. 
D. Slenker. Paper, 50 cents.

DECLINE OF FAITH. By John 
burg. (Tract.) 5 cents.

DEFENSE OF ATHEISM, 
estine L. Rose. Paper, 10 cents.

DEFENSE OF SECULAR PRINCIPLES.
By Charles Watts. 

DEITY ANALYZED.
Kelso. Cloth, $1.
The demonstration 

reduces the. deity to 
more attenuated than Haeckel’s “gaseous 
vertebrate.”
DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 

the Editor of The Truth Seeker, 
per, 15 cents.
A refutation of the assertion 

ture exhibits marks of having 
signed by an Intelligent Being, 
pointed, and plain statement, 
for the use of Liberals, -and for 
mation of Truthseekers of all creeds. It 
solves some of the perplexities besetting 
those who are just beginning to doubt.
DOES THERE EXIST A MORAL GOV­

ERNOR OF THE UNIVERSE? (Tract.) 
5 cents.

DOUBTS QF INFIDELS. (Tract.) 5 
cents.

ECCE DIABOLUS. Jehovah and Devil 
Worship Identical. By the Arch Druid 
of Great Britain. Paper, 25 cents.

ECONOMIC EQUITIES^ By J. K. In­
galls. Paper, 25 cents.
A book that all those working for bet­

ter social conditions should read. It 
will hein them to grasp fundamental 
facts and form more accurate 
sions.
EIGHT SCIENTIFIC TRACTS.

20 cents.
ESSAY ON MIRACLES. By David

Paper, 10 cents.
This is perhaps the most famous of 

all the; writings of the great philosopher. 
ETHICS OF RELIGION. (Tract.) 5 cents. 
EUTHANASIA. An Essay on. Suicide.

By Baron Harden Hickey. Paper, 50 
cents.

THE EVOLUTION OF MAN. By Ernst 
Haeckel. Cloth, 2 vois, in one, $1.20.
A popular Exposition of the Prinrinal 

points of Human Ontoeenv and Phvlo- 
geny—the evolution of the individual and 
the evolution of snecies.
EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES.

By Thomas Paine. Paper, 15 cents.
A consideration of the passages in the 

New Testament quoted from the old. 
and called Prophecies concerning Jesus 
Christ. Showing that Jesus is not the 
Messiah, and that the claims made by 
him are unfounded.
FAITH AND FRAUD. By W. O. Croffut. 

(Tract.) 4 cents.
Describing a visit to the Holy Seoul- I 

ehre and Mount Calvary, in Jerusalem.
FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. By 

John E. Remsburg. Paper, 10 cents. 
Analyzing and confuting the claims 

made bv churchmen that the Christian I 
church has promoted morality, learning. | 
temnerance. freedom, and 
she has opposed progress.
FALSE TEACHING OF 

TIAN CHURCH. By L. 
(Tract.) 5 cents.
One of that brilliant orator’s best lec­

tures.
FATHER OF REPUBLICS (the). By T. 

•• Wlkfirw, P«P?l*! 19 OfflU,

D.
(Tract.) 2 cents. 

By Mrs. 
Cloth, 
E. Rems-

E. 
$1.

By Ern-

(Tract.) 5 cents. 
By Col. John R.

of Colonel Kelso 
something even C4

By 
Pa-

Na-
de-

that 
been 
A brief, 

prepared 
the. infor-

conclu-

Paper,

Hume.

showing how

THE CHRIS- 
K. Washburn.

Containing the address given by the 
author at the unveiling of the Bronze 
Bust of Paine at New Rochelle, N. Y., 
May 30, 1899. This speech was pro­
nounced one of the most appreciative ad­
dresses on the author-hero ever deliv­
ered.
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE- 

THOUGHT. By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Price, $5.
A history of Rationalism and Rational­

ists, tracing the growth of Freethought 
and acquainting the present generation 
with the mental pioneers of the race. A 
picture of the triumphs of Freethought for 
the last four hundred years in philosophy, 
science, MH 
ernment. 
ties rather than by events, 
says Col. R. G. 
ten with great 
force and beauty. Many of the pages are 
poems. The book is illustrated with 141 
half-tone engravings of the foremost 
men and women of the past and present. 
Printed on super-calendered paper, crown 
octavo size, 900 pages, marbled edges, 
silk cloth covers.
FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNET, Apostle, 

to Truth Seekers. Paper, 10 cents.
FOOLISHNESS OF PRAYER.

Washburn. (Tract.) 5 cents.
FRANCE AND THE POPE, 

cents.
FREETHINKER’S CATECHISMI

the French of Edgar Monteil, translated 
by Frederic W. Mitchell. Paper, 35 
cents.
This work was first published in Ant­

werp, Belgium, in 1877. The author 
states, in a letter to the translator, that 
it had to appear in that country for the 
excellent reason that in those days there 
was no publisher in France who dared to 
undertake such a work. Since then there 
has been a wonderful change. The French 
government no longer cringes to the 
church. Monteil, who was imprisoned 
in his younger, days for his book. “The 
History of an Ignorantin Brother,” later 
occupied an honored position under that 
very government, being prefect of the 
Haute-Vienne at Limoges.
FREETHOUGHT AND MODERN PROG­

RESS. By Charles Watts. (Tract.) 3 
cents.

FREETHOUGHT: IS IT DESTRUCT­
IVE ÓR CONSTRUCTIVE? A Sympo­
sium. by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and 
the other famous Freethinkers of this , 
country, England, and Canada. Paper, 
25 cents.
A most successful effort to analyze the 

I philosophy and tendency of Freethought 
I Every paper is a brilliant contribution.

GIORDANO BRUNO, 
ings, and Martyrdom.

GOD AND SIN IN THE 
Dr. Jacob Hartman.

I paper, 50 cents.
Showing that “God”

I ideas originating in the appetites.
I goes to the root of the God superstition, 

and shows
I of what is

GOD IN 
Ingersoll 
cents.

GOD IN THE STATE.
Paper, 10 cents.

GOD’S PROTEST, and i 
ISRAEL. By Capt. 
(15 cents per dozen.)

GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE. 
OF EARTH, HEAVEN, 
Paper, 25 cents.

HIGHER CRITICISM IN
AND RELIGION. By Thomas Ellwood 
Longshore. Cloth, $1 ; paper, 50 cents. I 

« Giving the results of the investigations 
I and reasoning of the modern school of | 
I Rationalists and “Higher Critics” as to 
I Christianity, and contrastine it with 
I cient myths and miracles. To which 
I added other Essays on Reform by 
I same'author.

HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT.
W. S. Bell. Paper, 50 cents.
The purpose of this book is thus 

forth in the preface by the author: 
have aimed in preparing this work to 
into compact and orderly form a large 
amount of irrefragable evidence aerainst 
the superstition of the church; I have 
often felt the need of such a work for my 
own use. The matter herewith present­
ed has been culled, 
ablest writers living 
book of reference I 
valuable aid to all 
truth seekers. Its 
chanter heads, subheads, 
subjects make it a handbook?
HAS MAN A SOUL? By Charles Brad­

laugh. (Tract.) 3 cents.
HEBREW MYTHOLOGY. Showing that 

the Bible treats of Astronomical Phe­
nomena only, By Milton Wooley, Cloth, 
?1.Wi

iiterature, education, and gov-
An interpretation of personali- 

The book, 
Ingersoll, is writ­

clearness—with great

NO.

An admirably compiled "Short History 
of the Inquisition." The average man 
of this day, to whom the Inquisition is 
but a name, ought to read this terrible 
page of history and be thankful that he 
lives in a gentle time. He ought to re­
member, too, those thousands of martyrs 
who were scourged, burned at the stake, 
flayed alive, racked, quartered, crucified, 
impaled, submitted to a hundred varie­
ties of fiendish torture, for the sake of 
intellectual freedom. This admirable 
history gives a brief vivid picture of the 
horrors enacted in the middle ages by 
religious bigots with the object of stifling 
freedom and progress. Numerous pic­
tures from old drawings and cuts com­
plete this history of horrors.—The Moyer 
Literary Letters.

L.

2.

K.

10

From

His Life, Teach- 
(Tract.) 4 cents. 
APPETITES. By 
Cloth, 75 cents;

and “Sin” are
It

the purely earthly character 
called "sin.”
THE CONSTITUTION. .(In 
to the Clergy.) Price, 25

By

the 
W.

E. A. Stevens.

PROTEST OF 
Е. P. French.

A ROMANCE 
AND HELL.

THEOLOGY

an 
are 
the

By
1

A SHORT HISTORY OF
<

THE INQUISITION

An Epitome of the History of what
the Roman Catholic church has done
in the way of destroying human life to
preserve its dogmas

Also
has done

And

what the Protestant church
in the same direction

a record of bow botb organ 
zations bave opposed Science 
destroyed scientists.

and

from some of the 
and dead. As a 
hope it may be a 
investigators and 

running headlines, 
and classified

The Christian argument in 
port of chattel slavery, given 
books by Christian ministers.

sup- 
from

The contents of hundreds of vol
umes condensed into one

A hundred pages of pictures of
the Inquisition’s instruments of tor 
ture, autos-da-fe. massacres, etc
some of the illustrations dating back
to the 13th century

The best book of reference on
this subject ever printed 
hundred pages of text, and a volumi 
nous index.

Over six

Printed in tbe clearest of type, 
on fine supercalendered paper, hand­
somely bound in cloth.

Price, $2, postpaid.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO
62 Vesey St., New York.
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Freethought BooKs.
(Continued from preceding page.)

HELL OPENED TO CHRISTIANS. By
F. Pinamonti, S. J. Paper, 25 cents.
A Christian description of the Lower 

Regions by a Catholic authority.
HOME ENCYCLOPEDIA OF POPULAR 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL 
SCIENCE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. Price, 
$2.
Contains a full, plain, and easy reading 

treatise on "Health and Disease, with 
Recipes,” all the average reader can 
profitably learn of personal hygiene and 
common diseases (including special, sep­
arate chapters for men and women) ; all 
right up to date, and fully illustrated 
with hundreds of photo-engravings and 
chromo-lithographs. Contains also the al­
ready popular “Plain Home Talk” about 
the relations of the sexes and social cus­
toms in all ages and all countries, with 
“original and startling” suggestions for 
social reforms, newly revised, enlarged, 
and well illustrated. All is “heart to 
heart” plain home talk from a clear­
thinking, plain-speaking, liberal-minded 
medical author of over forty years’ ex­
perience. Nearly 1,000,000 of his former 
books sold. A curious book for curious 
people, and a sensible book for every 
one. Answers 1,001 delicate questions 
one would like to ask his regular physi­
cian and yet doesn’t want to. 1,248 
pages. 400 illustrations (80 in colors), 
250 recipes.
HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? By Israel 

W. Groh. Paper, 10 cents.
HOW CHRISTIANITY BEGAN. By Gen. 

Wm. Birney. Paper, 7 cents.
Another splendid little document for 

circulation by Freethinkers among Chris­
tians and Indifferentists.
HUME’S ESSAYS. By David Hume. 

Price, $1.50.
A large octavo volume, 282 pages, 

bound in cloth. The contents are: Sketch 
of Hume’s Life, by Himself; a Letter 
From Adam Smith, describing the au­
thor’s last illness. The essays are: An 
Inquiry Concerning Human Understand­
ing. Of the Different Species of Philos­
ophy. Of the Origin of Ideas. Of the 
Association of Ideas, Skeptical Doubts. 
Skeptical Solution of These Doubts. Of 
Probability. Of the Idea of Necessary 
Connection. Of Liberty ’and Necessity. 
Of the Reason of Animals. Of Miracles. 
Of a Providence and Future State. Of 
the Academical or Skeptical Philosophy. 
Dissertation on the Passions. Four Sec­
tions. An Inquiry Concerning the Prin­
ciples of Morals. Of the General Prin­
ciples of Morals. Of Benevolence. Of 
Justice. Of Political Society. Why Util­
ity Pleases. Of Qualities Immediately 
Agreeable to Others. Concerning Moral 
Sentiments. Of Self Love. With Regard 
to Justice. Of Some Verbal Disputes. A 
Dialogue. The Natural History of Re­
ligion. That Polytheism Was the Pri­
mary Religion of Men. Origin of Poly­
theism. Various Forms of Polytheism. 
Allegory. Hero Worship. Orierin of 
Theism From Polytheism. Flux and Re­
flux of Polvtbeism and Theism. Com­
parison of These Religions. with Reerard 
to Persecution and Toleration. With Re­
gard to Courage or Abasement. With 
Regard to Reason or Absurdity. With 
Regard to Doubt or Conviction. Impious 
Conceptions of the Divine Nature in 
Popular Religions of Both Kinds. Rad 
Influence of Popular Religions on Mo­
rality. Essays on Suicide, and the Im­
mortality of the Soul. Dialogues Con­
cerning Natural Religion. Pamphilus to 
Hermippus.
ILLS WE ENDURE: THEIR CAUSE

AND CURE. By D. M. Bennett. (Tract.) 
5 cents.

IMAGE BREAKER. By John E. Rems­
burg. Paper, 25 cents.

INFIDEL DEATH BEDS. By G. W. 
Foote. Paper, 25 cents.
An account of the passing away of the 

noted Freethinkers of the world, to which 
are prefixed brief accounts of their lives 
and of the work they did for mental lib­
erty. “Infidel Death Beds” have ever 
been a fertile theme of pulpit eloquence, 
and the clergy have drawn harrowing 
pictures of fear and terror and recanta­
tions and repudiation of sentiments held 
when living by the great Infidels of the 
world. This book ehows that such ser­
mons are “just preaching,” and totally 
false as to statements. Every Libera, 
should have it for reference. The author 
is editor of the London Freethinker, and 
one of the ablest writers in England.
INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY ON 

CIVILIZATION. By B. F. Underwood. 
Paper, 25 cents.

INGERSOLL AS HE IS. By Е. M. Mac­
donald. Paper, 25 cents.
A refutation of the many clerical slan­

ders concerning Ingersoll.

INGERSOLL CATECHISED. (Tract.) 3 
cents.

INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. (Tract.) 
3 cents.

INGERSOLL THE MAN. By Clarence S. 
Brown. (Tract.) 5 cents.
The author was Colonel Ingersoll’s le­

gal associate, and the great orator is 
here revealed as he was known by those 
who lived near to him.
INGERSOLL TO THE CLERGY. By 

Robert G. Ingersoll. Paper, 25 cents. 
Ingersoll’s answers to questions and 

criticisms. Replies to the Indianapolis 
and Brooklyn ministers. Address before 
the Unitarian Club. Address on Thomas 
Paine, and a paper on God in the Consti­
tution.
INGERSOLL AND PAINE. By Marilla 

M. Ricker. Two Papers with Pictures. 
Price 10 cents.
The papers are “Robert G. Ingersoll, 

and “A Square Deal'” (for Thomas Paine?. 
This is a pamphlet of 32 pages. The 
pictures are protraits of Ingersoll and 
Paine, and of Mrs. Ricker; also views 
of Paine’s dwelling, etc., in Lewes, Eng­
land. Seven cuts in all.
IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? By 

L. L. Dawson. 10 cents.
IS THE GOD OF ISRAEL THE TRUE 

GOD? By Israel W. Groh. Paper, 15 
cents.

IS THERE A GOD? By Charles Brad­
laugh. (Tract.) 3 cents.

JEFFERSON AN UNBELIEVER. By
John E. Remsburg. (Tract.) 5 cents.

JEHOVAH, MARY AND JESUS. Their 
Mysterious Relationship Considered. 
By Wm. Emmette Coleman. (Tract.) 2 
cents.

JESUS AND INGERSOLL. A comparison 
of the two by a Spiritualist. Paper, 25 
cents.

JINGLES OF HUMOR, SARCASM AND 
FACT TO TINGLE THE PRIEST. 
Freethought Poems and a few select­
ed prose pieces. By L. G. Reed. 15 
cents.

KIND OF MAN CLARK BRADEN IS.
(Tract.) 5 cents.
Should be circulated in every town 

where this man makes his appearance.
LABOR’S PRAYER. By Charles Brad­

laugh. (Tract.) 3 cents.
LAND QUESTION. By Charles Brad­

laugh. (Tract.) 2 cents.
LARGE OR SMALL FAMILIES. By 

Austin Holyoake. 2 cents.
LAST LINK IN EVOLUTION. By Ernst 

Haeckel. (Tract.) 4 cents.
A summary of Prof. Ernst Haeckel’s 

address on the immediate ancestors of 
man.
LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION. By 

Frnst Haeckel. Cloth, $1 net.
Contents: Introduction. Preface. Chap­

ter T.—The Controversy about Creation; 
Evolution and Dogma; Plate I: Gene­
alogical Tree of the Vertebrates. Chap­
ter IT.—The Struggle over our Genealog­
ical Tree; Our Ane Relatives and the 
Vertebrate-Stem; Plate II; Skeletons of 
Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter III.— 
The Controversy over the Soul; The 
Tdeas of Immortality and God; Plate III: 
Embryos of Three Mammals. Appendix. 
—Evolutionary Tables; Geological Ages 
and Periods; Man's Genealogical Tree— 
First Half: Man’s Genealogical Tree.— 
Second Half: Classification of the Pri­
mates; Genealogical Tree of the Pri­
mates; Exnlanatipn of Genealogical Ta­
ble I. Postcript.—Evolution and Jesuit­
ism.
LAY SERMON. By R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 

5 cents.
One of the finest addresses in favor of 

the workingmen of the world ever de­
livered.
LIBERTY AND MORALITY. By Moncure

D. Conway. (Tract.) 2 cents.
LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. By R. G. 

Ingersoll. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 
cents.
Address on Wait Whitman, including 

Funeral Oration.
LIBERTY OF PRINTING. By Hon. E. 

P. Hurlbut. (Tract.) 3 cent.s
LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. By Calvin 

Blanchard. Paper, 25 cents.
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. Pa­

per, 10 cents.
A discussion between Col. R. G. Inger­

soll, Frederic R. Coudert (Catholic), and 
Stewart L. Woodford (Protestant), be­
fore the Nineteenth Century Club.
LITTLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE 

FOLKS. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
Boards; 40 cents.

LORD’S DAY—OR MAN’S? 152 pages. 
Paper, 25 cents.
A discussion between Byron Sunder­

land, D.D., and W. A. Croffut, Ph.D. 
Preface by R, G. Ingersoll, Witb addi­

tional matter and recent poems by Dr. 
Croffut.
LUDICROUS ASPECTS OF CHRISTI­

ANITY. By Austin Holyoake. (Tract.) 
5 cents.

MARIA MONK. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 
50 cents.
An exposure of the immorality of Con­

vent Life.
MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Winwood 

Reade. Cloth, $1.
A synopsis of universal history, show­

ing what the race has undergone in its 
rise to its present plane. It shows how 
War and Religion have been oppressive 
factors in man’s struggle for Liberty; 
and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, 
describes his intellectual struggle from 
the animal period of the earth to the 
present. Winwood Reade’s reputation as 
a writer of fine English for deep study 
and careful reasoning, needs no word of 
praise.
MATERIALISM AND CRIME. By B. F. 

Underwood. Paper, 10 cents.
MATERIALISM: ITS HISTORY. By

Prof. Louis Buchner. Paper, 10 cents.
MATTHEW (ST.) BEFORE THE 

COURT FOR THE FORGERY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. By J. H. 
Seigneuret. Paper, 10 cents.

MEMORIAL TO SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
Edited by Geo. E. Macdonald. Cloth, 
$1.

MEN, WOMEN AND GODS. By Helen 
H. Gardener. With Preface by Col. R.
G. Ingersoll. Price, $1. Paper, 50 
cents.
Contents: Introduction by Colonel In­

gersoll: Men, Women and Gods. Vi­
carious Atonement. Historical Facts and 
Theological Fictions. Appendix. Ad­
dress to the Clergy and Others. Letter 
to Cleveland Congress of Freethinkers. 
The only authorized and correct edition. 
Large 12mo. heavy-toned paper. Portrait.

This volume is by far the best writir/; 
this famous author ever did. It is very 
fine.
MESSIAH, MAN, OR MYTH? By W. A. 

Croffut, Ph.D. (Tract.) 5 cents.
Examines the slender evidence on 

which the actual existence of Jesus 
Christ is accepted. ,
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORK- ’

ERS. By John Peck. 10 cents.
In the German language also, at same 

price.
MODERN SCIENTIFIC MATERIALISM. 

By B. F. Underwood. 10 cents.
MORALS OF PAGANS. By W. A. Crof­

fut, Ph. D. (Tract.) 5 cents.
Showing that the Heathen World has 

quite as good a moral code as that of 
Christendom.
MOSES AN EGYPTIAN GOD. By Judge 

Parish B. Ladd. (Tract.) 4 cents.
Giving facts and legends which identi­

fy the Hebrew law-giver with Bacchus.
MUSEUMS IN THE PARK, Address on 

their Sunday Opening. By Samuel P. 
Putnam. 5 cents.

MY RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. By 
Samuel P. Putnam. 25 cents.

NATIONAL GREENBACK SONGSTER. 
By B. M. Lawrence. TO cents.

NEW AGE. By W. S. Bell. (Tract.) 5 
cents.

NEW FAITH. By J. L. Stoddard. (Tract.)
1 cent.

NEW LIFE OF ABRAHAM, 3 cents; 
NEW LIFE OF DAVID, 3 cents; NEW 
LIFE OF JACOB, 3 cents; NEW LIFE 
OF JONAH, 3 cents; NEW LIFE OF 
MOSES, 3 cents. By Charles Brad­
laugh. (Tracts.)

NEW TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC­
ALLY ILLUSTRATED. Pictures by 
Watson Heston. Text (in chief part) 
by Geo. E. Macdonald. Cloth covers, 
design in white and tint, $1.50. Board 
covers, illustrated, $1.
Nearly 400 pages. A page of text to 

each picture. About 200 pictures. These 
pictures are the illustrations which ap­
peared in The Truth Seeker and were 
highly commended for their wit and 
point. The cover is from an original de­
sign by Ryan Walker, one of the best 
cartoonists in the whole country.

The book covers the New Testament 
from Matthew to Revelation, and the 
principal incidents in the careers of the 
“Son of Man” and his "army” are illus­
trated in a humorous manner, accom­
panied with a page of text still more ef­
fective. A perusal of this book cannot 
fail to destroy the superstitious regard 
for the New Testament held by deceived 
Christians. The absurdity of the dvents 
narrated in the Gospels, Acts, and Epis­
tles is made apparent; and while there 
is nothing in the work to offend by its 
“blasphemy,” there is a great deal which 
will convince its readers that the reli­
gion of the New Testament is equally 
mythological with the history of the Old 
Testament.

NO “BEGINNING”; or, The Fundamen­
tal Fallacy. By William H. Maple. 
Cloth, 75 cents.
An exposure of the error of logic un­

derlying the popular belief in a “Crea­
tion” or “first cause” and showing how 
the infallibility of the pope and other 
church dogmas have been deduced there­
from.
OLD AND NEW. By Robert G. Inger­

soll, 3 cents.
OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMICAL­

LY ILLUSTRATED. By Watson Hes­
ton. In boards, illuminated covers, $1; 
in cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50.
Contents: Sustaining a Theory—>

Some Giants—Adventures and Work of 
Noah—A Hunting Anecdote—Abraham, 
Christ’s Great Ancestor—A Queer Fam­
ily—Isaac and His “Sister”—One of 
Twins—Jacob and Esau—Joseph, the Man 
of Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam, the'Di­
viner—Bloody Joshua—The Campaign 
of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and 
Sisera—General Gideon—Jephthah and 
His Human Sacrifice—Samson, the 
Strong—Ruth and Boaz—Unstable as 
Water, God shall not Excel—David, God’s 
Favorite—Some Stories from the Book 
of Kings—Adventures of the Prophets 
—Jonah, the Truthful Sailor. Four hun­
dred pages; two hundred full page pic­
tures; the stories humorously told and 
hard facts given concerning the origin 
and authenticity of the Old Testament. A 
page of text, to each picture.
ORDER OF CREATION. Controversy 

between Gladstone, Huxlev, M. Reville, 
Max Muller, and E. Lynn Linton. Cloth, 
75 cents.
The. eminence of the writers of this 

volume is a guarantee of its great ability 
and value as a controversial work. Mr. 
Gladstone was the ablest lay suoDorter 
Protestant Christianity had in the last 
century, and be was vanquished bv his 
opponents solelv because he was on the 
wrong side. All the parties in the con­
troversy stand at the front in literature 
and science, and these papers are'a con­
test of giants. There are no “dry” para­
graphs in the volume, and no tedious­
ness of explanation.
ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE.

By O. W. Whitford, M.D. Paper, 25 
cents.

ORTHODOX PRAYER; .By Mrs. Zela 
Stevens. Paper, 15 cents.

ORTHODOXY. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 10 cents.

OUR ANONYMOUS BIBLE. By Chas. L. 
Snyder. (Tract) 10 cents.

"OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN.” By 
Charles Stevenson. 10 cents per dozen.
A powerful poem, showing the mockery 

of prayer.
OUTLINE OF THE FRENCH REVOLU­

TION. Bv W. S. Bell. Paper, 25 cents. 
PAINE AND WESLEY. By John E.

Remsburg. (Tract) 5 cents.
PAINE’S PICTURE FOR FRAMING. 

From the Sham engraving of the Rom­
ney Portrait. Oval 8x10 inches. Print­
ed on the finest and heaviest paper 
16x20 inches. Mailed, postpaid, 50 
cents.

PAINE. THE POLITICAL AND RELIG­
IOUS REFORMER. By B. F. Under­
wood. Paper, 10 cents.

PAINE VINDICATED. By R. G. Inger­
soll. Paper, 15 cents.

PASSAGE OE THE RED SEA. By S.
E. Todd. (Tract.) 3 cents.

PECULIAR IRISHMAN. By One Jones.
A novel. Paner, 50 cents.
“A peculiar Irishman characteristically 

illustrates the Irish nature of its own na­
tive health, and also the specialties of 
his development when transferred to 
American soil . ... The book is writ­
ten with sincerity, conviction, and abil­
ity.”—Boston Ideas.

PHILOSOPHY OF INGERSOLL. Selec­
tions from the Lectures and Writings 
òf Robert G. Ingersoll, with a Biographi­
cal Sketch of the Author. Edited and ar­
ranged by Vere Goldthwaite. Handsome­
ly printed on Alexandra deckle-edge 
paper.* Bound in heavy Bjornson boards, 
with buckram back and gilt top. Price, 
Dost-paid, $1.65. Tn flexible Spanish 
leather, boxed, $3.15.
PLEA FOR ATHEISM. By Charles 

Bradlaugh. (Tract.) 5 cents.
PLEA FOR IMPARTIAL TAXATION. 

Paper, 5 cents.
POCKET THEOLOGY. By Voltaire, with 

portrait. Paper, 25 cents.
Definitions of theological terms in Vol­

taire’s keenest vein of satire. True to 
facts and immensely wittv. Alphabetic- 
ally arranged like a dictionary.
PRIEST IN ABSOLUTION. Paper, 15 

cents.
Showing the dangers to which church 

members are exposed by the confes­
sional.
PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. By 

the Rev. Geo, Townsend Fox. Paper. 
15 cents.
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PROCEEDINGS AT CIVIL RIGHTS 

MEETING IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 
By Robt. G. Ingersoll and Frederick 
Douglass. Paper, 10 cents.
Speeches of Colonel Ingersoll and 'Mr. 

Douglass protesting against the decision 
of the Supreme Court that the Civil 
Rights Act is unconstitutional.
PROMETHEUS. By Samuel P. Putnam. 

Cloth, 50 cents.
This poem was written when the au­

thor first began to discard Christian 
ideas.
PROPHETS AND PROPHECIES. By 

John E. Remsburg. (Tract.) 3 cents.
PROTESTANT INTOLERANCE. By 

John E. Remsburg. (Tract.) 5 cents.
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. By Hel­

en H. Gardener. 10 cents.
PYRAMID OF GIZEH. By Van Buren 

Denslow, LL.D. Paper, 25 cents.
QUESTION SETTLED. Biblical and 

Modern Spiritualism Compared. By 
Moses Hull. Paper, 25 cents.

QUEEN MAB. By Percy Bysshe Shel­
ley. With notes, 12mo, 120 pages.
Cloth bound. Price, 50 cents.
The volume contains a notice of Shel­

ley by the American publishers and the 
notes to this, the author’s most famous 
poem, fill fifty-five pages. Queen Mab 
is a rare poem, and every Freethinker 
will find it repays reading and reread­
ing.
RADICAL PULPIT. Discourses by Fe­

lix Adler and O. B. Frothingham. Cloth, 
$1.

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. The Present 
and Future Republic of North Amer­
ica. Cloth, $1.
The work advocates associate life and 

employment as a preventive of poverty, 
vice and crime.
REAL BLASPHEMERS. By John R. 

Kelso. Paper, 50 cents.
RELATION OF WITCHCRAFT TO RE­

LIGION. By A. C. Lyall. Paper, 10 
cents.

RELIGION A CURSE. By Samuel P. Put­
nam. Paper, 25 cents.
One of the strongest of Mr. Putnam’s 

works. To which is added Mr. Putnam’s 
address before the Columbian Exposition 
Committee in the Hpuse of Representa­
tives against Sunday closing. Also the 
following Poems and Essays never before 
in book form: Orthodoxy. Freethought. 
Man, Not God. The Statue of Liberty 
and Thomas Paine— -Death and Life. 
The Golden Age. Shut the Door.
RELIGION AND MORALITY. By Mrs. 

Zela Stevens. Paper, 15 cents.
RELIGION AND RATIONALISM. The 

Relation of Each to Human Liberty. 
By Е. C. Walker. (Tract.) 5 cents.

RELIGION AND THE BIBLE. By F. D. 
Cummings. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
A book to aid those seeking light upon 

biblical and religious subjects. It will 
be particularly acceptable to those 
emerging from the church, assisting 
them to clearer ideas of the Bible, and 
strengthening their faith in reason. The 
author is a believer in God and immor­
tality and endeavors to show why he 
holds such faitlì while rejecting all the 
superstitions of Christianity.
RELIGION IN OUR COLONIES. By W.

A. Croffut. 5 cents.
This tract throws new light upon the 

religious tyranny of our forefathers.
RELIGION OF BLOODSHED. By Percy 

Fitzhugh. (Tract.) 5 cents.
RELIGION OF HUMANITY BETTER 

THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. By 
M. Babcock. Paper, 10 cents.

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. By L. K. 
Washburn. Paper, 10 cents.

REMODELING THE GOVERNMENT 
AND OTHER ESSAYS. By W. L. Wil­
lis. Paper, 10 cents.

RIGHT LIVING. By Susan H. Wixon. 
Cloth, $1.
A book of Ethics adopted in schools, 

and the best in print for the use of I ib- 
erals. Entirely free from religion and 
superstition of all sorts. Teaches morals 
scientifically, and is the hook for grow­
ing children to be trained by.
RIGHTS OF MAN. By Thomas Paine. 

Cloth, 50 cents,- paper, 25 cents.
Paine’s famous answer to Burke’s 

attack upon the French Revolution. A 
political treatise of great general value, 
as advocating liberty and democracy. 
Contains the fundamental principles of 
true republicanism and government.
ROME AND THE COMMON SCHOOLS. 

By L. K. Washburn, (5 cents.)
RUBIAYAT (QUATRAINS) OF OMAR 

KHAYYAM. Edward FitzGerald’s In­
terpretation. With Original Introduc­
tion. Special Cover. Paper, 10 cents.

SABBATH (the). By M. Farrington, 
Paper, 10 cents.

SABBATH-BREAKING. By John E. 
Remsburg, Paper, 25 cents.
Giving the origin of Sabbath ideas, 

examining ВирЦау arguineute, and sftow' 

ing that there is no scriptural authority 
for the observance of the day; also 
showing that the Christian “Fathers” 
did not specially regard the day and 
that the Reformers opposed its adop­
tion by the church. A book brimful 
of good reasons why the Sunday laws 
should be repealed.
SCIENCE AND BIBLE ANTAGONISTIC. 

By Charles Watts. (Tract ) 3 cents.
SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY. By James 

Antony Froude. Paper, 25 cents.

SCIENCE OF THE BIBLE. (Hebrew 
Mythology.) By Milton Wooley. Cloth, 
$1.50.

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. (Tract.) 
2 cents,

SCIENCE VS. RELIGION. By T. C. 
Widdicombe. Paper, 10 cents.

SECRET INSTRUCTIONS OF THE
JESUITS. Paper, 15 cents.
Our reprint is from an edition of 1723, 

of which the Society of Jesuits on me 
Continent purchased and suppressed all 
the copies obtainable. The work is red­
olent of Jesuit craft and is a plain in­
dex to the chicanery, dishonesty, and 
underhand working of that order against 
the welfare of individuals and society.
SECRET OF THE EAST. By Prof. Fe­

lix L. Oswald. Cloth, $1.
Against Christianity Mr. Oswald finds 

seven objections to lie with a force un­
shaken by all the efforts of all the the­
ologians who have “expounded” its mys­
teries or “reconciled” with science its 
plain and irreconcilable inconsistencies 
and contradictions. No one, he says, 
can overlook the facts that, 1. The rise 
of the Christian faith corresponds with 
the sunset of the great south European 
civilization; 2. That the zenith of its 
power coincides with the midnight of 
medieval barbarism ; 3. That ' the de­
cline of its influences coincides with 
the sunrise of a north European civiliza­
tion; 4. That all the principal vic­
tories of Freedom and Science have 
been achieved in spite of the .church, 
and in the face of her open hostility;
5. That the exponents of the Christian 
dogmas persist in their hostility to the 
progress of all reform; 6. That the 
worst enemies of political and intel­
lectual liberty were firm believers in 
the dogmas of the New Testament; 7. 
That among the contemporary nations 
of the Christian world the most skep­
tical are the most civilized,, while the 
most orthodox are the most backward in 
freedom, industry, and general intel­
ligence.
SECULAR RESPONSIBILITY. By Geo. 

Jacob Holyoake. (Tract) 2 cents.
SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE

BIBLE. By W. H. Burr. Paper 15 cents.
One hundred and forty-four propositions 

embodying the most palpable and strik­
ing self-contradictions of the Bible, with 
a summary.
SEMITIC GODS. By D. M Bennett.

Cloth, $1 ; paper, 50 cents.
Being the chapters on the Gods of the 

Semitic race and the Bible, taken from 
the “Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times.”

FOR MEN
AN HONEST CURE

I Of Varicocele. Seminal »
1 Weakness, and Impotency 
Ho-Lost Manhood. If you 
Bor any of your friends >
■ are suffering from these jfsìS
I diseasessee that you send
I six 2 ceut stamps FOR MY якувж 
IBOOK explaining my шку...
I treatment, and in which W*
a statement of these com- ИашК 

I plaints and their evil et- S|
kfects are given, together МмЦ 
Iwitli sworn testimonials
I—undisputed evidences 
[of my success. I have 
never seeu a cnseof 
coceltì Seminal

properly^^^^Tj|Bi|g;

method thau mine — а
medicino applied extern* 

tally. I have never seeu a 
lease so far advauced that my treatment 
[would not give the greatest benefit, and 
'those cases are few and far between which 
it will not completely aud permanently 
cure I therefore wish to make my treat-1 
ment as public and widely extended as 
ÍtQSsible. I can give treatment J ust as ef-i
Actively by maiiat a distance as in my of* 

Ilice. I make no charge for advice by mail 
|and my EHK Is moderate for the wonder­

ful benefit you will receive. Address me 
at Vineland, N. Jersey, where I have 
been iu Medical Practice for 35 years. I

DR. R. P. FELLOWS.

Dr. Follow« lo <*u nld <taad-t>r of tae Liberal 
a«u«c, and worthy of the аоцЦДсц« thM QUHt 
t>4 wpowfl

Gems of Thought.
A death bed is a matter of nerves and 

constitution, .and not of religion.—Byron. I

The Bible has not made religion, but 
religion has made the Bible.—Professor ¡ 
Swjng.

If a man empties his purse into his 
h< ad no one can take it from him.—Ben- ¡ 
jamin Franklin.

A man only understands that of which 1 
he Las already the beginning in him- ' 

I self.—Amiel’s Journal
—Religion, far from acknowledging the 1 

I power of reason, boasted of having sub- I 
J jected and humbled it.—Condorcet.

You are accepted into a church on 
what you believe, but yon are put out 

I of it for what you know.—Eloert Hub­
bard. i

Where does Christ come from? He 
I comes from every place where supersti­

tion is stronger than science.—Annie 
Besant.

AU the gods are of a barbarous origin;
I all religions are antique monuments of 

ignorance, superstition, and ferocity.— 
Jean Meslier.

A healthy nature needs no gods or im­
mortality. There must be a morality 
which suffices without this faith.—Freid- 
erich von Schiller.

Wasn’t that a queer story they used 
I to tell us about God working six days 
i and then getting tired and never doing 

anything afterward!—The Philistine.

I abhor two principles in religion. The 
Ì first is obedience upon authority, and 
! the other destroying them that differ 
; from me, for God’s sake.—William Penn.

There is this difference between the 
! church of Rome and the church of Eng­

land—the one professes to be infallible, 
the other to be never in the wrong.—Sir 

i Richard Steele.
—

I -Domnrehend the phenomena of phvsi- 
' cal objects in their general connection, 

and represent nature as one great whole, 
moved and animated by physical force.— 
Humboldt

It’s good to have money, and the things 
I that money can buy, but it’s good. too. 
I to check un once in a while, and make 

sure you haven’t lost the things that 
. money can’t buy.—George Horace Lori­

mer.

Who does not see that the same au- 
’■horitv which can establish Christianity 
in evohision of all other religions, may 
establish, with the same ease, anv par­
ticular sect of Christians in exclusion of 
all other sects?-—James Madison.

It seems necessary to remind Chris­
tians, with regard to the question of sus­
ceptibility, that those of orthodox faith i 
do not hold a monopoly either of con­
science or feeling. The constant reitera- ' 
tien of illogical dogmas and insults is as 
distasteful to a Freethinker as are the , 
fearless analvses and criticism of relig- I 
ion at the hand of the Freethinker dis- I 
tasteful to the believer. The susceptibil- | 
ities of the Freethinker deserve as much | 
consideration as those of the Christian. | 
In the words of Carlyle, "He who builds 
by the wayside has many masters,” and I 
members of a church militant need not 
he surprised if the enemy they are at­
tacking use as effective, or even more 1 
effective, weapons than they use them­
selves.—G. W. Foote.

It seems almost impossible for relig­
ious people to really grasp the idea of 
intellectual freedom. They seem to 
think that man is responsible for his hon­
est thoughts; that unbelief is a crime; 
that investigation is sinful; that credu­
lity is a virtue, and that reason is a 
dauaerous guide. They cannot divest 
themselves of the idea that in the realm . 
of thought there must be government, 
authority and obedience, laws and pen- ! 
allies, rewards and punishments, and 
that somewhere in the universe t’/ -e is . 
a penitentiary for the soul. In the re- ■ 
public of mind, one is a majority; there, ' 
all are monarchs, and all áre equals. Up­
on every brow is the tiara, and around 
every form is the imperial purple. Only 
those are good citizens who express 
their honest thoughts, and those who 
persecute for opinion’s sake are the only 
traitors. There nothing is considered in­
famous except an appeal to brute force. I 
and nothing sacred but love, liberty and 
Joy^lugersolli

Not for Parsons.
On Probation.—“Is Margaret going to 

join the Christian Science church?”
“Yes, but she says she wants to have 

one more operation first.”
Of Course.—Little Millie—Grandad, 

what makes a man always give a woman 
a diamond engagement ring?

Grandfather—The woman.—Punch.

Incomplete.—The Youngest.—There’s 
no doubt about it. I was cut out for an 
orator.

The Old Man.—Pity you were never 
made up.—Illustrated Bits.

A Compromise.—Lola.—Last night 
young Borem declared he would willing­
ly go to the ends of the earth for me.

Grace.—And what did you say?
Lola.—I finally got him to make a start 

»for home, and let it go at that.—Chicago 
' News. ——-

Spoke Better Than He Knew.—“Why 
is she getting a divorce?”

i “On the grounds of misrepresentation. 
She says that before they were married

I he claimed to be well off!”
"And what does he say?”
“He says he was, but didn’t know it.” 

—Exchange.

A Practical Woman.—“Darling,” plead­
ed the infatuated youth, "I would will­
ingly die for you.”

“Nothing doing.” replied the practical 
maid. “What I want is a man who is 
willing to live and earn a living for me.” 
—Chicago News.

Practical Points.
The meek may inherit the earth, but 

the mortgage is held by the other fellow.
Don’t hide your light under a bushel— 

use a reflector and make the most of it.
Success is the ability to forget failure.
You can’t play hooky from the School 

of Experience.
The reason that babies are ‘so ex­

pensive is because the stork has such a 
long bill.

—Walter John Wilson.

Effective Kilgore.—-“Did 1 ever see 
General Grant!” exclaimed Veteran Kil­
gore in response to an idle ouerv. “Did 
I ever—why, child, at Shiloh I was a- 
layin* in th’ tall grass a-shootin’ jest as 
fast I could load an* fire, when I heard 
boss tracks anproachin’ an’ a voice calls 
from th’ road.:

" 'Hey. there, ain’t that you, Kilgore?’
*’I knowed th’ voice instant an’ says, 

‘Yes, Grant, it’s me,’ an* kep’ right on 
shooting.*

“ ‘Come here,’ he savs.
“I riz, reluctant, an’ sauntered over to 

th* road, an* Grant says t* me:
“ ‘Kilgore,’ he says, T want ve t’ go 

home. Ye’re killin’ too durn many peo­
ple? ”—Chicago News.

In the Eddies.—“Ah, good morning, 
madam,” said the man who was taking 
the local census. “What is your hus­
band’s name, please?”

“Eddy.”
“Ah, yes! Eddie. That’s your pet 

name for him, I presume. What is his 
last name?”

“That’s it, Eddy. E-d-d-y.
“And his first name,” continued the 

caller, beginning to write.
“Edward. Some folks call him Eddie 

Eddy: some say double Eddy, just to 
joke him.”

“What’s his occupation?”
“He’s an editor.”
“Ah! Um!” muttered the scribe, draw­

ing a long breath; “Have you any fam­
ily?”

“Of course. A daughter, who is the 
oldest, and some boys.”

“Daughter’s name, please?”
“Edwina Eddy.”
“Ah! remarkable coincidence. What’s 

the bovs’ names?”
“Well, there’s the oldest: his name’s 

Edwin Eddy. Then the next one’s nam­
ed Edear; then follows Edmund; and the 
bahv we just call Ed.”

“What’s his full name?” gasped the 
surprised one, feebly.

“Edgecomb. After mv familv. T'm 
an Edvecomb. My brother hoards with 
us and his name’s Edgerton Fdgecomb.”

“And your religion. Of course, 
you’re all Christian Scientists?”

“No. we’re not. We are New Thought 
people, and we figure that’s a long way 
ahead of Christian Science, though peo­
ple have their- own opinions, of course.”

“Goodness!” exclaimed the man slam­
ming- the hook together anfi getting readv 
to run. “Where do von folks hail from?”-

“Edgartown, Massachusetts! And I’d 
have you know that my full name’s Шпи 
Eddy.”—Judge,
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News of the Week
Gold win Smith, who despite his here­

sies is the citizen of whom Canadians 
are with reason the most proud, celebra­
ted his eighty-fifth birthday at Toronto, 
August 13.

In the new Chicago city directory 
there are 758,100 names, an increase of 
20,700 over last year. On this basis the 
publishers estimate that the city’s pop­
ulation is now 2,425,000.

Troops succeeded in breaking up the 
mob in Springfield, III., after a half doz­
en lives had been sacrificed and a score 
of persons injured in a race riot growing- 
from an attempt to lynch a negro.

Julia Lichtenstein appeared before 
Justice Goff of this city the other day 
and asked to have her name changed to 
De Lumen, which name her brothers had 
assumed. The justice denied the appli- 

. cation and advised the lady to get mar­
ried.

The overflow of the West River in 
South China, which rose forty feet in a 
single night and overwhelmed a vast 
area, drowning several thousands of per­
sons, has left hundreds of thousands 
homeless and starving, according to mail 
advices just received at Vancouver, В. C.

Tony Pastor, who has conducted a va­
riety theatre in New York so long that 
the memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary, was reported dying last week, 
and took the count from a priest. He 
has since revived, and hopes for his re­
covery are now entertained. He is 76 
years old.

The Chinese authorities have seized 
10,000 rifles and 2,000,000 cartridges in 
the harbor of Chin-chau. Japanese mer­
chants have filed a protest, claiming that 
the rifles and cartridges belong to them. 
It is probable that a serious internation­
al question will arise out of the incident, 
as the Chinese believe that the muni­
tions of war were intended for the reb­
els.

The Methodist Episcopal church, or at 
least the Baltimore contingent of it, has 
begun a war on Speaker Cannon of the 
House of Representatives, who is ac­
cused of preventing Congress from - vo- ' 
ting on the Interstate Shipment bill. It 
is not believed that a speaker who 
should coerce Congress into voting on 
that measure would be popular with its 
members.

A new sect just incoroprated in Chi­
cago, takes the name of the “Kingdom of 
Heaven Church of the First Born.” A 
man and woman of the name of Blake­
ly are the incorporators and say that they 
received a “divine manifestation” out of 
the clouds. Formerly they were Mor­
mons. It is an off year when two or 
three new sects do not come out for fol­
lowers and graft.

Ira D. Sankey, the singer who shared 
the notoriety of Evangelist Dwight 
L. Moody, died at his home in 
Brooklyn, Aug. 14, at the age of 68. He 
had been totally blind for years. Royal­
ties on his song books netted him a for­
tune. He leaves two sons, one a pub­
lisher of religious music. The other was 
not long ago placed in the psychopathic 
ward of Bellevue Hospital.

The intimacy between the Rev. Mar­
vin V. Jacobs, a Baptist minister, and 
Mrs. Husted of Pine Plains, near Pough­
keepsie, N. Y., has stirred the population 
of the village to act. The last time the 
minister visited the lady eggs were 
thrown at the house at midnight while 
he occupied it, and a few days later the 
Rev. Jacobs received notice that if he 
came to Pine Plains again he would be 
tarred and feathered.

The Rev. J, Frank Cordova, formerly 
of South River, N. J., has served the 
term in prison, to which he was con­
demned for deserting his wife and taking 
up with Julia Bowne, a member of bis 
choir, who is now living with her pa­
rents at Atlantic Highlands and taking 
care of her child of which Cordova is the 
father. She is expected to rejoin her af­
finity. Mrs. Cordova is prospering as 
the keeper of a boarding house.

The woman, Miss Elizabeth Robinson, 
who is called bishop of the First Assem­
bly of Christ, in Brooklyn, is held for 
trial for causing an assembly for immoral 
purposes. The police raided the place 
where the sect meets about a month ago. 
The ceremonies in which the worship­
ers participate are said to be lewd and 
lascivious. They meet in a former Meth­
odist church, and after holding services 
on the main floor descend to the base­
ment, where rites are enacted called 
“chasing the dragon.” Witnesses say 
that the worshipers discard their cloth­
ing.

Mrs. Belle De Rivera, president of the 
Women’s League of New York state, 
which was organized about six months 
ago to take up, among other things, the 
finding out of channels of work for un­
employed women, estimates that there 
were about 75,000 women out of work in 
this state. Statistics of persons out of 
work generally do not include women, 
she says. She estimates that about 10 
per cent of the women in all vocations 
throughout the state are out of work. A 
committee will form plans to assist in 
putting unemployed women in touch with 
persons who can employ them.

Capt. Peter Conovan Hains of the For­
ty-eighth Regiment, United States Coast 
Artillery, accompanied by his brother, T. 
Jenkins Hains, the writer, went to the 
Bay Side Yacht Club on Little Neck Bay, 
Aug. 15, and waited an hour until Wil­
liam E. Annis, a member of the club, 
came in with his racing sloop. Then T. 
Jenkins Hains held the crowd back with 
a revolver while Captain Hains fired six 
shots from a magazine pistol into the 
body of Mr. Annis. The two men gave 
up their revolvers, sat down on the ver­
anda of the yacht club house and waited 
for policemen to come. Captain Hains 
made an informal statement to the police 
in which he says that his wife, whom he 
is suing for a divorce, has been intimate 
with Annis. T. Jenkins Hains was tried 
for murder in Virginia in 1891, when he 
killed his friend, Edward Hannegan. The 
Hainses are sons of Gen. Peter C. Hains, 
U. S. A., retired. Both are held without 
bail.’

Driven insane by religious mania, H. 
J. Dufty, 60 years of age, of Los Angeles, 
attacked and killed his son and daughter 
with an axe, and then cut his Own throat 
with a razor. He is likely to recover. 
Dufty lived at the home of his son, Fred 
Dufty. He had been on the verge of vio­
lent insanity, it is said, for weeks. On 
the night before he attended a religious 
meeting, and worked himself into a 
frenzy. When he arose on the morning 
of Aug. 13 he entered the bedroom of his 
son while the latter lay asleep. He 
crept close to the side of the bed and 
brought an axe down with terrific force 
across the neck of the son. The head of 
the victim was severed completely from 
the body. With a maniacal shout Dufty 
rushed from the house and down the 
street, waving his bloody weapon. Reach­
ing the hölise where his wife and daugh­
ter resided, he opened the front door and 
entered. Mrs. Ada Lacomb, the daugh­
ter, with her mother was in a rear room. 
Mrs. Lacomb stood with her back to him. 
Without a word of warning the religious 
maniac swung the axe high in the air 
and cleft his daughter’s skull. Her head 
was. crushed in. Mrs, Dufty fled through 
a rear door, closely pursued by her hus­
band, striking at her with the axe. The 
woman succeeded in eluding him, but 
not before she had received a severe 
gash on the elbow. Dufty then walked 
to the street, where he drew a razor 
from his pocket and slashed at his own 
throat.

A Catholic newspaper of Chicago chal­
lenges the Reverend Professor Willett of 
the University Divinity School, who re­
pudiates miracles, to duplicate by any 
other means the cures alleged to have 
been effected by attendance at Catholic 
shrines. The newspaper asserts;

“A young woman whose leg, through 
an accident of some years ago, was 
shortened three inches, suddenly had it 
restored to its full length. Auto-sugges­
tion is powerless to produce such effect. 
Lourdes has witnessed eleven cures of 
the kind, two of necrosis, one of cancer 
of the heart and three of leprosy—all 
these cures instantaneous. Moreover, for­
ty-eight cases of total blindness have 
been cured there and eight cases of pul­
monary tuberculosis cured and seven­
teen cases of cancer. In St. Joseph’s 
church, New York, last July, a woman 
was instantly cured of a ghastly cancer 
of the cheek, and at St. Anne de Beaupre, 
Cañada, the same day, a Protestant 
woman from Rochester, New York, was 
instantly cured of a malignant cancer of 
the breast. In neither of the last-named 
cases did the trace of a scar remain.”

Perhaps Professor Willett is not in the 
miracle business, and cannot take up the 
challenge, but Christian Science ought 
to have no hesitation in accepting the 
defi. The competition is not one of 
healing but of mendacity.

Ministers are agitating for the enforce­
ment of a law against delivering ice on 
Sunday. If Sunday deliveries are to be 
stopped all around, how about a Jaw to 
stop t-Ue delivering øf sermona?

Sixth Edition of the

HISTORY OF THE CHRIS­
TIAN RELIGION TO THE 

YEAR 200
BY C. B. WAITE, A. M.

Yielding to the constant demand of 
the public, the publishers have resolved 
upon another edition of this work, which 
will be issued not later than September.

Some new and valuable matter has 
been added to the Appendix.

Of the many letters received, calling 
for another edition, the following is 
given as a specimen:

“New York, Feb. 1, 1908. 
“Mr. C. B. Waite, Chicago, Ill.

“Dear Sir: I have tried to get some 
copies of your superb work on the first 
200 years of the Christian Religion. It 
does not appear to be on the market. I 
have understood that you were to bring 
out another edition. I would like 20 
copies of the book whenever and wher­
ever I can get it.

“The book is a wonder study of the 
subject, and is a blow for freedom and 
against the oligarchies or superstition 
which has not been dealt, to my knowl­
edge, in a hundred years. Such a book 
should not be permitted to fall by the 
wayside. I fully believe large editions 
of it would be absorbed, as such a book 
makes its own way, and should in time 
be talking to a large audience. Yours 
very truly, FREDERICK F. AYER.”

The work has now been before the 
public more than a quarter of a century, 
and has successfully withstood all ad­
verse criticism, while the notices and 
reviews of a favorable character are to 
be counted by the hundreds, and extend 
all over the United States and Canada, 
and to various European countries.

Labor and material of all kinds hav­
ing risen, the price of the book is put at 
$2.50. <.

To be issued in September, 1908.
Price $2.50.

Address The Truth Seeker.

“INGERSOLL
AS HE IS.”

Truth About the Life,
Work and Character of

COL. R. G. INGERSOLL
with

A refutation of the many baseless and 
false calumnies, libels, and slanders in­
vented and circulated by the clergy of 
the United States and elsewhere. The 
work covers the career of Colonel Inger­
soll in WAR, POLITICS, AND PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE LIFE.

It disproves the statements contained 
in the slanders of his clerical vilifiers, 
and proves that:

1. He was brave in battle.
2. His army record is without a stain.
3. He was a friend of temperance.
4. His private life was above criti­

cism.
5. He was always opposed to slavery.
6. He was one of the most charitable 

men in the world.
7. No member of his family ever join­

ed the church.
8. He was sincere in his unbelief.
9. He never “advocated the circula­

tion of impure literature.”
10. His standing at the bar was high 

and irreproachable.
11. He was honored by the people of 

Peoria.
12. He did not “weaken” in his unbe­

lief.
And that In a hundred ways he was ex­

actly the opposite of what he is repre­
sented to have been by his preacher 
critics.

It includes the testimony and tributes 
of his army comrades and lifelong ac­
quaintances.

The book is the most thorough expose 
of clerical mendacity, deceit, unscrupu­
lousness, Ignorance, vindictiveness, and 
incorrigible lying ever published. It will 
bring the blush of mortification to the 
Cheek of every honest clergyman.

Indexed. 200 pages. Paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

62 Vesey Street, New York,

SIX HISTORIC
AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BY

JOHN E. REMSBURG

George Washington 
Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Paine 
Benjamin Franltlin

Abraham Lincoln 
Ulysses S. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri­
can History, and Not Une of 

Them Was a Christian. All 
Were Unbelievers—All 

Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a 
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in 
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON
Says Benjamin Lossing in his 

“Lives of the Signers of the Declat­
ration of Independence:”

“In religion he was a Freethinker; 
in morals pure and unspotted.”

PAINE
In regard to Paine’s—Rdigiouo 

views Mr. Remsburg establishes the 
negative of- the following: i. Was 
Paine an Atheist? 2- Was he a 
Christian ? 3- Did he recant ?

FRANKLIN
“It is much to be lamented that a 

man of Franklin’s general good 
character and great influence 
should have been an unbeliever 
in Christianity, and also have done 
as much as he did to make others 
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley.

LINCOLN
A cloud of witnesses testify to 

Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT
The refutation of Grant’s alleged 

Christian belief is complete, and 
the proofs of his disbelief are full 
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 550 
pages. It has portraits of 

Paine, Jefferson, Wash­
ington, Franklin, Lin­

coln and Grant

It is printed in large clear type, 
on heavy paper, and hand­

somely bound

PRICE, $1.25

A Book that Every American Free-.- 
thinker will Delight to Own

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
62 Vesey Street, New York


